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ADVERTISEMENT  TO  THIS  EDITION. 


In  mj  first  edition  of  this  work,  in  5  vols.  8vo.,  1831,  besides  endeavour- 
ing to  elucidate  the  manj  obscurities  which  Mr.  Boswell  had  designedly 
left  or  which  the  kpse  of  time  had  created,  I  hazarded  the  experiment  of 
inlajing  upon  the  text  such  passages  from  the  other  biographers  of 
Johnson  as  seemed  necessary  to  fill  up  the  long  and  frequent  chasms 
which  exist  in  Boswell's  narrative.  This  plan  afforded  a  more  com- 
plete view  of  JohfuorCs  life,  though  it  gave,  I  must  own,  a  less  perfect 
one  of  BoswelTs  work.  It  had,  also,  as  I  originally  feared,  ^'  a  con- 
fused and  heterogeneous  appearance "  —  with  the  further  disadvantage 
of  not  completely  fulfilling  its  object,  —  for  the  materials  turned 
out  to  be  too  copious  to  admit  of  a  thorough  incorporation.  On  the  whole, 
then,  the  publisher  thought  it  better  in  a  second  edition,  8  vols.  12mo., 
1835,  to  omit  from  the  text  all  extracts  from  other  works ;  which  were 
either  distributed  into  the  notes,  or  collected  into  two  supplemental 
volumes  (the  9th  and  10th)  under  the  title  of  Johnsoniana  —  Boswell's 
Tour  to  the  Hebrides,  Johnson's  own  Letters,  his  Notes  of  a  Tour  in 
Wales,  and  extracts  from  his  correspiondence^with  ^Irs.  Thrale,  being  only 
excepted.  That  edition  included  some  corrections  and  many  additions  of 
my  own ;  but  it  was  carried  through  the  press  by  the  late  Mr.  Wright, 
(^tor  of  the  Parliamentary  History,  the/Oavendish  Debates,  &c.)  who 
selected  the  Johnsonianoy  broke  the  narrative  into  chapters,  and  added 
some  notes,  which  I  have  now  marked  with  his  name. 

The  present  edition  is  formed  on  the  same  principle,  for,  in  addition 
to  every  other  motive,  its  shape  and  size  required  as  much  compression 
as  possible.  Boswell's  text  is,  therefore,  uninterrupted ;  but  I  have  re- 
tained the  most  important  biographical  extracts  from  the  Thrale  cor- 
respondence, and  have  even  found  room  for  a  few  more  original  letters. 
I  have  also  added  several  new  notes,  and  have  abridged,  altered,  and 
I  hope  improved,  many  of  the  old  ones.  I  do  not  fiatter  myself  that 
I  have  corrected  all  former  errors,  but  I  have  at  least  diligently  endea- 
voured to  do  so.  As  I  think  I  may  venture  to  say  that  my  original 
edition  revived,  and  in  some  respects  extended,  the  public  interest  in 
Boswell's  delightful  work,  I  can  desire  no  more  than  that  my  present 
revision  may  tend  to  maintain  it. 

J.  W.  Croker. 
September,  1847. 
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PREFACE  TO  MR.  CROKER'S  EDITION.' 


I 

It  were  superfluous  to  expatiate  on  tlie  merits, 
•  at  least  as  a  source  of  amusement,  of  BoswelFs 
LiFB  OF  JoHKSON.      Whatever  doubts  maj 
.  haTe  existed  as  to  the  prudence  or  the  pro- 
,   priety  of  the  original  publication — however 
i   naturally  private  confidence  was  alarmed,  or 
individiul  vanitj  ofie&ded,  the  voices  of  criti- 
dam  and  complaint  were  soon  drowned  in  the 
!   general  applause.    And  no  wonder — the  work 
t   combines  within  itself  the  four  most  entertain- 
ing classes  of  writing  —  biography,  memoirs, 
:  iamiliar  letters,  and  that  assemblage  of  literary 
anecdotes  which  the  French  have  taught  us  to 
distinguish  by  the  termination  Ami. 
It  was  originally  received  with  an  eagerness 
I   and  relished  with  a  zest  which  undoubtedly 
(   were  sharpened  b^  the  curiosity  which  the  un- 
expected publication  of  the  words  and  deeds 
,  of  so  many  persons  still  living  could  not  but 
excite.     Bat  this  motive  has  ^jradually  become 
weaker,  and  may  now  be  said  to  be  extinct ; 
yet  we  do  not  mid  that  the  popuhirity  of  the 
wcnk,  thoogh  somewhat  changed  in  quality,  is 
zesfly  diminished ;  and  as  the  interval  which 
sqiarates  us  from  ^e  actual  time  and  scene 
increases,  so  appear  to  Increase  the  interest 
•   and  delight  which  we  feel  at  being  introduced, 
as  it  were,  into  that  distinguished  society  of 
whidi  Dr.  Johnson  formed  the  centre,  and  of 
'   wliich  Ihs  biographer  is  the  historian. 
i       But  though  every  year  thus  adds  to  the  in- 
'   tereit  and  instruction  which  this  work  affords, 
'  something  is,   on  the  other  hsCad,  deducted 
from  the  amusement  which  it  gives,  by  the 
,   gradoal  obscurity  that  time  throws  over  the 
persons  and  incidents  of  private  life :  many 
circomstances  known  to  all  the  world  when 
Mr.  Boswell  wrote  are  already  obscure  to  the 
.   best  informed,  and  wholly  forgotten  by  the  rest 
I   of  mankind.^ 

For  instance,  when  he  relates  (p.  69.) 
that  a  *^  great  personage  **  called  the  English 
Divines  of  the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  cen- 


1  A  iew  aHght  alterationt  have  been  made  In  the  original 
frttace,  to  suit  it  to  the  present  edttion.  — 1847. 

>  **  I>r.  JobotoD  talked  with  approbation  of  an  intended 
tditiaa  of  thcSpfc/ator,  with  notes.  He  observed  that  ali 
vwfcs  which  deMcribe  manners  require  notei  in  sixty  or 
■rv«Btj  jears  or  J«ss,''  post^  p.  249.  And  Dean  Swift  wrote 
te  Pope  OQ  the  subject  of  the  Danciad,  "  I  couid  wish  the 
aatc*  to  be  verf  laree  in  what  relates  to  the  pcnons  con- 
earned  $  tor  I  have  long  obsenred,  that  twenty  milei  from 
I  Lotion  nobody  ooderstaods  fatnts,  initial  letters,  or  town 
fxu  or  passage,  stxl  ^  a  few  yean  not  even  those  who  live 

'  Mr  Boewell  ctmfemvt  that  he  bai  sometimes  been  in- 
laenoed  br  tbe  •atee^uenC  conduct  of  persons  in  exhibiting 
nriiinnr.TMfnfl-  LIr.  JolsRsoii's  unia7«iurable  opinion  of  them. 
-.Wtbe  Ses  of  X-ow*  Monboddo,  p  200.,  and  of  Mr. 
Emdaa.  P'  S04-  i   and,  it  is  to  be  feared  he  has  some. 


turies  "  Oiants^  we  oondude  that  George  in. 
was  the  great  personage ;  but  all  my  in- 
quiries (and  some  of  His  Majesty's  illustrious 
family  have  condescended  to  permit  these  in- 
quiries to  extend  even  to  them)  have  failed  to 
ascertain  to  what  person  or  on  what  occasion 
that  happy  expression  was  used. 

Again  :  When  Mr.  Bosvf elFs  capricious  deli- 
cacy induced  him  to  suppress  names  and  to 
substitute  such  descriptions  as  ^an  eminent 
friend,"  "  a  young  gentleman,**  *^  a  distinguished 
orator,"  these  were  well  understood  by  the 
society  of  the  day ;  but  it  is  become  necessary 
to  apprise  the  reader  of  our  times,  that  Mr. 
Burke,  Mr.  Sheridan,  and  Mr.  Fox  were  re- 
spectively meant.  Nor  is  it  always  easy  to 
appropriate  Mr.  Boswdrs  circumlocutory  de- 
Bi^ations.  It  will  be  seen  in  the  course  of 
this  work,  that  several  of  them  have  become 
so  obscure  that  even  the  Burvivin?  members  of 
the  Johnsonian  Society  were  uname  to  recollect 
who  were  meant,  and  it  was  on  one  of  these 
occasions  that  Sir  James  Mac4cint08h  told 
me  that  '*  my  work  had^  at  leasts  not  come  too 


soon. 


Mr.  Bosweirs  delicacy  is  termed  capricious, 
because  he  is  on  some  occasions  candid  even  to 
indiscretion,  and  on  odiers  unaccountably 
mysterious.  In  the  report  of  a  conversation 
he  will  clearly  designate  half  the  interlocutors, 
while  the  other  half^  without  any  apparent  rea- 
son, he  casts  into  studied  obscurity. 

Considering  himself  to  be  (as  he  certainly 
has  been  to  a  greater  degree  than  he  could 
have  contemplated)  one  of  the  distributors  of 
fame,  he  has  sometimes  indulged  his  partialities 
or  prejudices'  by  throwing  more  or  less  light, 
and  lights  more  or  less  favourable,  on  the  dif- 
ferent persons  of  his  scene ;  sooae  of  whom  he 
obtrudes  into  broad  day,  while  otiiers  he  only 
^^ adumbrates^  by  imperfect  allusions.  But 
many,  even  of  those  the  most  clearly  desig- 
nated and  spoken  of  as  familiar  to  every  eye 


tlmea  done  to  without  confessing,  perhaps  without  being 
coDBcious,  of  the  prejadice.  On  the  other  hand,  he  is  some- 
times  more  amiably  guilty  of  extenuation,  as  in  the  instances 
of  Doctors  Robertson  and  Beattie,  pp.  183.  191.  944.  and  268. 

It  is  not  easy  to  explain  why  Mr.Iloswell  was  unfavourably 
disposed  towards  old  Sheridan  and  Goldsmith,  though  the 
bius  is  obvious ;  but  whollv  unaccountable  are  the  frequent 
ridicule  and  censure  whicii  he  delighted  to  proroke  and  to 
record  against  the  amiable  Bennet  Langton.  This  is,  I 
think,  more  afiparent  latterly :  though  he  stiU  generally  de- 
signates him  by  some  kindly  epithet. 

Those  who  knew  Mr.  Boswell  intimately  have  informed  me 
(as  indeed  he  himself  involuntarily  does)  that  his  vanity  was 
rerf  sensitive,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  personal  pique 
tinged  many  passages  of  his  liook,  which,  whenever  1  could 
trace  it,  1  hove  not  failed  to  notice. 
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and  e^,  have  already  lived  their  day,  and  are 
hardly  to  be  heard  of  except  in  this  work. 
Yet  this  work  must  be  read  with  imper- 
fect pleasure,  without  some  knowledge  of  the 
history  of  those  more  than  half-forgotten  per- 
sons. 

Facts,  too,  fade  from  memory  as  well  as 
names ;  and  fashions  and  follies  are  still  more 
transient.  But,  in  a  book  mainly  composed  of 
familiar  conversation,  how  large  a  portion  must 
bear  on  the  facts,  the  follies,  and  the  fashions 
of  the  time  I 

To  clear  up  these  obscurities  —  to  supply 
these  deficiencies  —  to  retrieve  obsolete  and  to 
collect  scattered  circumstances  —  and  so  to 
restore  to  the  work  as  much  as  possible  of  its 
original  clearness  aijd  freshness,  were  the  main 
objects  of  the  present  Editor.  I  am  but  too 
well  aware  how  unequal  I  am  to  the  task,  and 
how  imperfectly  I  have  accomplished  it.  But 
as  the  time  was  rapidly  passing  away  in  which 
any  aid  could  be  expected  from  the  contempo- 
raries of  Johnson,  or  even  of  Boswell,  I  deter- 
mined to  undertake  the  work — believing  that, 
however  ill  I  might  perform  it,  I  should  still 
do  it  better  than,  twenty  years  later,  it  could 
be  done  by  any  diligence  of  reseai'ch  or  any 
felicity  of  conjecture. 

But  there  were  also  deficiencies  to  be  sup- 
plied. Notwithstanding  the  diliirence  and 
minuteness  with  which  Mr.  Boswell  detailed 
what  he  saw  of  Dr.  Johnson*s  life,  his  book  left 
large  chasms.  It  must  be  recollected  that  they 
never  resided  in  the  same  neighbourhood,  and 
that  the  detailed  account  of  Johnson*s  domestic 
life  and  conversation  is  limited  to  the  o|)por- 
tunities  afforded  by  Mr.  Bosweirs  occasional 
visits  to  London — by  the  Scottish  Tour — and 
by  one  meeting  at  Dr.  Taylor*s  in  Derbyshire. 
Of  above  twenty  years^  therefore,  that  their  ac- 
quaintance lasted,  periods  equivalent  in  the 
whole  to  about  three-quarters  of  a  year  only  ^ 
fell  under  the  personal  notice  of  Boswell  — 
and  thus  has  been  left  many  a  long  hiatus  — 
valde  deJlenduSf  and  now,  alas,  quite  irrepa- 
rable I 

Mr.  Boswell  endeavoured,  indeed,  to  fill  up 
these  chasms  as  well  as  he  could  with  letters, 
memoranda',  notes,  and  anecdotes  collected 
from  every  quarter;  but  the  appearance  of 
his  work  was  so  lona;  delayed,  that  Sir  John 
Hawkins,  Mrs.  Fiozzi,  Dr.  Strahan,  Mr.  Tyci*s, 
Mr.  Nichols,  and  many  others,  had  anticipated 


1  It  appears  from  the  LirE,  that  Mr.  Boswell  visited  Eng- 
land a  dozen  times  diirlns  his  acquaintance  with  Dr.  Juhnson, 
and  that  the  number  of  dars  on  which  ther  met  were  about 
IHO,  to  which  is  to  be  added  the  time  of  the  Toua,  when 
they  wore  together  from  the  18ib  August  to  tiie  32d  No- 
vember, 1773 ;  in  the  whole  about  376  days.  The  number 
of  pages  in  the  separate  editions  of  the  two  worlis  is  2S28,  of 
wliich,  1320  are  occupied  by  the  history  of  these  276  days ;  so 
that  a  UttU  leu  than  an  humtrtdtk  part  of  Dr.  Johnson's  life 
occupifs  aboo^  one  hn(f  of  Mr.  Boaweil's  works.  Every  one 
must  regret  that  his  personal  intercourse  with  his  great 
friend  was  not  more  frequent  or  more  continued;  hut  1 
could  do  but  little  towards  rectifying  this  disproportion, 
evi'P|>t  by  tiie  insertion  of  the  correspondence  with  Itfrs. 

J  III  all*. 

i  Ou   the   use   of  this   Latinism,   I  venture  to   repeat 


much  of  what  he  would  have  been  glad  to  tell. 
Some  squabbles  about  copyright  had  warned 
him  that  he  must  not  avail  himself  of  their 
publicatioiis  ^ ;  and  he  was  on  such  bad  terms 
with  his  rival  biographers  that  he  could  not 
expect  any  assistance  or  countenance  from 
them.  He  nevertheless  went  as  far  as  he 
thought  the  law  would  allow  in  making  fre- 
quent quotations  from  the  preceding  publica- 
tions ;  but  as  to  all  the  rest,  which  he  did  not 
venture  to  appropriate  to  his  own  use,  —  the 
grapes  were  sour  —  and  he  took  every  oppor- 
tunity of  representing  the  anecdotes  of  his 
rivals  as  extremely  inaccurate  and  generally 
undeserving  of  credit. 

It  is  certain  that  none  of  them  have  at- 
tained—  indeed  they  do  not  pretend  to  — 
that  extreme  verbal  accuracy  with  which  Mr. 
Boswell  had,  by  great  zeal  and  dilig^ence, 
learned  to  record  conversations;  nor  m  the 
details  of  facts  are  they  so  precise  as  Mr.  Bos- 
well, with  good  reason,  claims  to  be.  After 
all,  however,^  Mr.  Boswell  himself  is  not  ex- 
empt from  those  errors  -^ 

—^  quas  aut  incuria  fudit, 
Aut  humana  parum  cavit  natura ; 

and  an  attentive  examination  and  collation  of 
the  authorities  (and  particularly  of  Mr.  Bos- 
weirs own)  produced  the  final  conviction  that 
the  minor  biographers  are  entitled  not  merely 
to  more  credit  tnan  Mr.  Boswell  allows  them, 
but  to  as  much  as  any  person  writing  from, 
recollection,  and  not  from  notes  made  at  the 
moment,  can  be. 

But  much  the  largest,  and,  for  the  purpose 
of  filling  up  the  mtervals  of  his  private 
history,  the  most  valuable  part  of  Dr.  John- 
son*s  correspondence  was  out  of  BoswelFs 
reach,  namely,  that  which  he  for  twenty  years 
nmintained  with  Mrs.  Thrale,  and  which  she 
published  in  1788,  in  two  volumes  octavo.  For 
the  copyright  of  these,  Mr.  Boswell  says,  in  a 
tone  of  admiring  envy,  "she  received  five 
hundred  pounds."  The  publication,  however, 
was  not  very  succefuful — it  never  reached  a 
second  edition,  and  is  now  almost  forgotten. 
But  through  these  letters  are  scattered  almost 
the  onlv  infonuation  we  have  relative  to  John- 
son  during  the  long  intervals  between  Mr. 
Bosweirs  visits ;  and  from  them  he  has  occa- 
sionally but  cautiously  (having  the  fear  of  the 


a  pleasant  anecdote  told  hv  Bishop  EIrington.  The  late 
Lord  Avonmorc,  giving  evidence  relative  to  certain  certi> 
flcatcsof  degrees  in  tlie  University  of  Dublin,  called  them 
(as  lh<>y  are  commonly  called^  "  TVs/rmomutfw.'*  Aa  the 
clnrk  wus  writing  down  the  word,  one  of  the  counsel  said. 
"Should  it  not  be  rather  te$Umomar'*  "Yes."  repiic<i 
Lord  Avoumore.  "If  you  think  it  better  Emgliskf"  This 
pleasantry  contains  a  Just  grammatical  criticism  ;  but  ntt-nto^ 
randa  has  of  late  been  so  generally  used  as  an  EngUsh  plurmi 
that  I  have  ventuicd  to  retain  it. 

3  It  is  a  curious  proof  of  these  Jealousies,  that  Mr.  Boswell 
entered  at  Sutioners*  Hall  as  distinct  publications,  J>r^ 
Jokmon's  Utter  to  -lAtrd  ChealerfieU^  and  the  account  of  his 
Cotwertntion  with  George  111.,  which  occupy  a  few  pages  of 
the  Lire. 
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copyright  law  before  his  eyes)  made  interestiDg 
I  extneU 

Tboe  letters  being  now  public  property, 

I  lure  been    at    liberty  to  follow  up  Mr. 

fionrdTs  imperfect  example,  and  have  there- 

hn  made  numerous  and  copious  selections 

hm  them,  less  as  specimens  of  Johnson's 

talents  for  letter-writing,  than  as  notices  of  his 

domestic  and  social  life  during  the  intervals  of 

Mr.  Bosweira  narrative.    Indeed,   as  letters^ 

few  of  Johnson's  can  have  any  great  charm  for 

ibe  eommoD  reader ;  thej  are  full  of  good  sense 

and  good-nature,  but  in  forms  too  didactic 

ind  ponderous  to  be  very  amusing.    In  the 

extncti  which  I  have  made  from  Mrs.  Thrale's 

orrespoiidence,  I  have  been  guided  entirely  by 

the  object  of  completing  the  history  of  John- 

f^n's  life.* 

The  most  important  addition,  however,  which 
I  hare  made  is  one  that  needs  no  apology  — 
'Jk  incorporation  with  the  *  Lif£*  of  the  whole 
of  the  *  TooB  TO  THE  Hebbidjbs,'  which  Bos- 
velJ  published  in  one  volume  in  1785,  and 
vhich,  no  doubt,  if  he  could  legally  have  done 
"•x  he  would  himself  have  incorporated  in  the 
Lira  ^  of  which  indeed  he  expressly  tells  us, 
>  loob  on  the  TouB  but  as  a  portion.  It  is 
'  ^1/  wonderful,  that  since  the  copyr^ht  has 
"ipired,  any  edition  of  his  Life  of  cfohnson 
*a  >ald  have  been  published  without  the  addi- 
*  >n  of  this,  the  most  oriffinal,  curious,  and 
'<jnQ<inz  portion  of  the  whole  biography. 

The  Friers  and  MedUatUms^,  published  by 
i)T.  Strahan  too  hastily  after  Johnson's  death, 
^i  1  think  in  other  respects  also,  indiscreetly', 
^re  likewise  been  made  use  of  to  an  extent 
*Uch  was  forbidden  to  Mr.  Boswell.  What 
Dr.  Strahan  calls  mtdiiations  are,  in  fact, 
-'thitt^  but  diaries  of  the  authors  moral 
u^i  rdigious  state  of  mind,  intermixed  with 
'  xe  notices  of  his  bodily  health  and  of  the 
'iieiiar  circumstances  of  his  domestic  life. 
Mr.  Boswell  had  Tcntured  to  quote  some  of 
''<^:  the  present  edition  contains  all  that 
irtjcar  to  ofller  any  thing  of  interest. 

I  have  also  incorporated  a  diary  which 
JohopQii  had  kept  during  a  Tour  through 
V'TtA  WaleSt'  naade,  in  1775,  in  company 
»th  Mr.  Thrale  and  his  family.  Mr.Bos- 
<^fl  had,  it  appears,  inquired  in  vain  for 
*6»  diary :  if  he  could  have  obtained  it,  he 
"■tt)<d,  no  doubt,  have  inserted  it,  as  he  did 
'  -  iimtlar  notes  of  the  Tour  in  France  in  the 
*"^eedii^  year.  By  the  liberality  of  Mr. 
^fa,  who  published  it  in  1806,  with 
'  ■^"001  explanatory  notes,  I  was  enabled  to 
k"^!  it  to  my  edition.  I  have  likewise  given  in 
'■^  Appendix  an  Aeeomt  of  Dr.  Johnsofis  early 


TV  •asbcr  ^/fmrigHkal  lettert  in  my  edition  of  1831  wai 
>  V  MP  ..to  vbkH  \hmr9  mm  added  about  SO ;  mnd  there 
'  *»wt  as  ntracte  from  tlM  Thrtle  Corretpoadcnoe. 
'  ^  (be  Twmartu  oo  tblt  m^ieet,  pp.  79S.  809. 

8c0tt  and  Sir  Jenm  iBocwell,  to  whom,  as 

ef  Mr.  Bofwell,  the  tnqalrlea  were  addretied, 

■kiMcd  on*  anolb«r  in   mutual  calli ;   but 

from    aooclier  quarter  that  the  original 


life,  tvritten  by  himself  published  in  1802,  but 
now  become  scarce ;  and  I  have  thrown  into 
the  notes  or  the  Appendix  a  few  extracts  from 
other  published  lives  and  anecdotes  of  Dr. 
Johnson  which  seemed  necessary  to  complete 
BoswelFs  picture. 

But  besides  these  printed  materials,  I  have 
been  favoured  with  many  papers  connected 
with  Dr.  Johnson,  his  life,  and  society,  hitherto 
unpublished.  Of  course,  my  first  inquiries  were 
directed  towards  the  original  manuscript  of 
Mr.  Boswell's  Journal,  which  would  no  doubt 
have  enabled  me  to  fill  up  all  the  blanks  and 
dear  away  much  of  the  obscurity  that  exist 
in  the  printed  Lifb.  It  was  to  be  hoped  that 
the  *  archives  of  Auchinleck,*  which  Mr.  Boswell 
frequentlv  and  pompousljr  mentions,  would, 
contain  the  original  materials  of  these  works, 
which  he  himself,  as  well  as  the  world  at  large, 
considered  as  his  best  claims  to  distinction. 
And  I  thought  that  I  was  only  fulfilling 
the  duties  of  courtesy  in  recjuesting  from  Mr. 
Bosweirs  representative  any  information  which 
he  might  be  disposed  to  anord  on  the  subject. 
To  that  request  I  never  received  any  answer : 
though  the  same  inquiry  was  afterwards,  on ' 
my  behalf,  repeated  by  Sir  Walter  Scott, 
whose  influence  might  have  been  expected  to 
have  produced  a  more  satisfactory  result.^  But 
was  more  fortunate  in  other  quarters. 

The  Reverend  Doctor  Hall,  Master  of  Pem- 
broke College,  was  so  good  as  to  collate 
the  printed  copy  of  the  Prayers  and  Medita^ 
tions  with  the  original  papers,  now  (most  ap- 
propriately)  deposited  m  the  library  of  that 
college,  and  some,  not  unimportant,  light  has 
been  thrown  on  that  publication  by  the  personal 
inspection  of  the  papers  which  he  permitted  me 
to  make.  Doctor  Hall  has  also  elucidated  some 
facts  and  corrected  some  misstatements  in  Mr. 
Boswell*s  account  of  Johnson*s  earlier  life,  by 
an  examination  of  the  college  records ;  and  he 
has  found  some  of  Johnson*s  Oxford  exercises, 
one  or  two  specimens  of  which  have  been 
selected  as  likely  to  interest  the  classical  reader. 
He  has  further  been  so  obliging  as  to  select  and 
copy  several  letters  written  by  Dr.  Johnson 
to  his  early  and  constant  friends,  the  daugh- 
ters of  Sir  Thomas  Aston,  which,  having  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  Mrs.  Parker,  were  by  her 
son,  the  Reverend  S.  H.  Parker,  presented  to 
Pembroke  College.  The  papers  derived  from 
this  source  are  marked  Pemb.  MSS.  Dr. 
Hall,  feeling  a  fraternal  interest  in  the  most 
illustrious  of  the  sons  of  Pembroke^  continued, 
as  will  appear  in  the  course  of  the  work,  to 
favour  me  with  his  valuable  assistance. 

The  Reverend  Dr.  Harwood,  the  historian 


Journal!  do  not  exif  t  at  Aocbinleck :  perhaps  to  thli  fact  the 
ftllence  of  Sir  Jamei  Bofwell  may  be  attributed.  The  muiu- 
script  of  the  Tour  was,  it  it  linown,  fairljr  tranicrlbed,  and 
fo,  probablj,  were  porthns  of  the  I..nrt ;  but  it  appears  from 
a  memorandum  boolc  and  other  papers  in  Mr.  Anderdon's 
possession,  that  Boswell's  materials  were  In  a  Tariety  of 
forms ;  and  it  is  feared  that  they  bare  been  irretrievably  dis- 
persed. 
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o£  Lichfield,  procared  for  me,  through  the 
favour  of  II  rs.  Pearson,  the  widow  of  the 
le^tee  of  Idiss  Locj  Porter,  tnanj  letters 
ftAMrvased  to  tkis  buir  by  Johnson;  for  which, 
it  teems,  llr.  Bosweil  had  inquired  in  Tain. 
The>e  papers  are  marked  Pear$on  JiSS.  Dr. 
Hanroo'l  hU|if>ii«d  also  some  other  papers,  and 
moch  ifiUirznatioB  coUectcd  bj  himseb'.^ 

Lord  ilokebj,  the  nephew  and  heir  of  Mrs.  ' 
M'v.ta^ise,  was  so  kind  as  to  commsnicate  < 
Dr.  JohnMin  s  letters  to  that  ladj. 

Mr  Lariston,  the  grandson  of  Mr.  Bennet  ' 
LanLTi'in,  has   furnished   some   of  his  gr.ind- 
latirTS   repers,   and   sereral   original    M^S* 
of  Dr.  J«  Lnsi>n*s  Latin   poetry,  which   have 
<sa';Mrd  sje  to  exphiin  some  errors  and  obfica-  | 
rrie*  in   the  pnbtiisned  copies  of  those  com- 

jir-  J.  F.  Palmer,  the  grand-nephew  of 
Sir  ^•^hroM.  Rernuids  and  of  liliis  KeTnol<i5. 
isKfcf  1  '-rraLT  commonicaled  all  the  papers  of 
ttaat  !»:«-«  cootairinrr  a  nmnber  of  letters  or 
raider  ly^'n  «'  1>t.  Johnscn  to  her.  whirh. 
h?weTW  trrrial  '■  ibemse!Tes,  tend  to  <wm>bo- 
r*ie  all  'hat  the  b:'»jra:»hers  bare  staled  of 
I  be  tiiarriT  and  kmintss  of  his  private  iiie. 
yir.  I'aimfT  also  cimtr: bated  a  paper  of 
jxyrc  i»i;«''^TtaEC« — a  MS.  of  abunt  st-venty 
Tiarrs.  wr.iiea  or  MI2B  Kerno!  is,  and  entitit-d 
h^  ^ » .r(t7-ms  nf  Dr.  Ji»^inl'm^  The  aaihen- 
tk-rtT  ac  1  general  2,-nuracr  of  these  /?^a^- 
irct'jmt  camias  be  d«  UM<*1.  acd  I  had  ihere- 
f.«rc  admitted  ertrarts  fnan  them  into  the  text 
•f  wr  first  eiiltloc:  I  have  now  pven  the 
wh'*i^  in  the  AT'iendix. 

Mr.  ^lariLiaxx;  ha5.  as  the  ffea»ler  will  see  bv 
the  T.^^'m  to  wiii.h  L>  n^me  is  anixoil  &vo:rvd 
lue  vith  a  z^'ai  *^eA  of  zeAkn;^  a>si>tanj>f  ^xid 

I    Tai*i:**»le  iniormsticd.  • 

11  ••  al-o  commTir-iratod  acpy  of  Mr*  Pi'"»7jrs 
ane<.  i'  t<.s,  c«»pj»»u>iy  annciat.-ii,  f^V'""'  i  nc**. 
W  Mr.  Mai'  ne.  These  notes  hare  bevn  ot 
u?*  in  explainintr  f^me  obscuritie*  :  th-y  irc?  w 
us  al50  to  thf  s<>unv  of  many  ot*  Mr.  B-  Mit.ii's 

'    charges  aijainst  Mrs.  i^oxxi ;  and  have  bad  an 

'  ed'-ft  that  Mr.  Mal'»r.e  couJd  neither  h^ve  ex- 
pected or  WL-lfftl — that  <»f  tendir.j  ra:i.  T  to 

I    cxintirm  than  to  imiK'nch  thit  latiy's  vera  ';y. 
Mr.  J.  L.  An<U'ri«»n   favourvd  m^  w:Th  tLe 

'  in^pt-cti.in  of  a  i»'r:ftl:»  I  ni«-ht  at  the  sale 
01'  the  library  ot  ivtwcii's  M*cuo«i  son  •T.ioes 
whi<*h  ctmiaincsJ  siwie  of  the  or  t"'-*!  Irrfrr^ 
nbca.'>r.u)-U,  and  n<'*e  l<^  ks  «ai.h  hnl  l«-»n 
n4i«ni  a*  nu:enals  hr  the  Lnx.  i^Lrir  cf*..f 
v«f,«e,  fwiv.  i«  to  show  that  as  f  J*  i*  ve  may 
*•*  .'«  tr  -a  tlli  -:KH.ii«t.a,  the  i«ni*U"-i  bm  k  is 


a  fardifid  transcrlrc  fr 


tfce  orisbaL  notes,       | 
excer-t  <^r.ly  as  to  tLe  «nT«rr>?5ei  c  r>t  unet. 
Mr.  Anderioo's  jioirtf-ljo  ai*"»  contains  John-       | 
s^n's  orijixkal  dran  <^  \ht  Pr-fpteta*  of  the 
Dirtircary,  and  a  fair  crpy  «f  ic  (wrineii  by       ' 
an  amanucnsss.  bat  siizned.  di  /bm.  by  J<>tin- 
sec k  a i  irrtae-i  to  Loerl  Cbe»t<:*£*r- :.  on  whi*  h 
his  kH-Q«-hh>  apoean  to  hare  mr  >  a  sew  criti* 
cal  notes.  ^ 

ThrC'Ujh  the  ooHjiny  isterr'^aca  of  Mr. 
Aiif  .eyar^  pcrrrtc  secretary  o:  tne  second  Eirl 
Si«:cer,  Mrs.  Buee.  the  datzhter  cf  Dr.  Stnr 
h.*n,  fan  ured  mcwi'a  cpee*  01*  sererai  icitrrs 
of  Dr.  Johnvm  to  her  ^ib--r,  c:»  cr  twt)  ctuT 
of  which  Mr.  Bofwi-^  had  t«-«  a":  >  to  obtain. 

In  a-liityo  to  tLese  coatrfbati"  as  of  sunn- 
script  mareriaisw  1  have  to  ackno-rie'irp  much 
and  vrJ-:'/:  !e  a-*i5tAr'^  !TTm  nuin-erti;*  literary 
an«i  -iis-iinc-^btri  fiends. 

The  venom  ;e  Lcr*!  b:owe^  the  frien«i  itl 
ext>~Tst.r  r.f  Dr.  J:-h.3«.?fu  was  oce  ««f  the  drrt 
T^rsor.5   who    suj^JStc-d    this    w^rk    to    e.*: 
be  wjis  T^easel  to  take  a  rrcat   interest  in  it, 
ac  i  kin'^ly  ea-ieavotir^ed  to  ex:  I^tin  the  «>tecu- 
ntit-s  wh  --h  wore  sti:ed  to  him  :  but  he  c»  •-- 
fess^-d,  at  the  »a2ne  time,  thai  the  a^^  :l*r.iil  n 
had  in  «>«ne  in^tsjw^s  come  ra:her  /  >»»  .att,  ilu 
nvr-.-ttcd  that  ..n  e.itkiai  on  this  pr:n».:ive  h:»»l 
Dot  becm   nr.ii.-rL.iken  wbts  fuli    iijLi  n.^Z*^* 
have  r*>?n  ot»f.*:r.?"U     His  ioTti*n:p  was  »!?»'  ?*^ 
kin  i  .L5  to  di:ta:e,  in  h-s  pmn  ha^ :  y  as  i  r»-*Ti* 
liar  st%ie.s*>z:ie  nL»tes  «*i'his  rec»»i.tr  tMCS  <<  Dr. 
J-h:i<*n-    Tbe^,  by  a  very  im-  snal  acxsd'^:*!** 
wire  !f*^.  and  his  lori*L:r*s  creax  a^e  and  itv- 
crei^inj    ir.&rmtty   deterrei    me    ir  m   aL'i'^ 
troabiir*  him  <k\  tfc-»  sa'*^'**!.     .A.  few  t*  "-'n 
b'^w^^wT.  in  wLivh  i  cv'u.d  trast  to  mv  own 
re-.-'U.ctl  'a,  wll.  t«?  fcuij-i  ir.  the  l  4e5. 

To  my  rev«Tv*i  rritii  i  Pr.TiK*'  a^^  tlHnj^-  n. 
L-*^  l^>b  ^  of  F»,m$.  1  ha-i  to  irtVr  my  tii--s« 
fitr  mu  b  >.iIiLi'*ie  £i\i.-e  az>:  £.>>:>tance,  a:  •! 
tor  a  continnar.  ■*  nf  th.t  fHer>iiy  interx-t  wi-ii 
wh!'b  hi?  lorbLir^  fc^rmanv  tc^ts,  and  inm'.re 
In.ni  r:ai:t  o  nv"*rms,  ban*  •tired  me. 

>.r  >\L^:er  Sd  tt,  wb*xe  pL-rp*'.nal  kir.»l- 
ne^  tA  rre  ar.d  in  kiat-jT--^  1?  ^>«d-natiire  to 
tverv  \m*\x  Were  SL.n.i??*'!  onl^  bv  Ll>  ireniu's 
iVai^d  lime  fn-m  \^s  Lijber  cvcurtatl- ns  to 
-ar-'tate  a  ctij-w.rti' Ci  p  r:i*">n  oi*  tbi<  wiirk 
—  tLj  7*  jr  to  Jic  H'  n  >j  —  rind  CV4. tin ucU 
Lis  i"d  t  '  lh.»  Vt  rr  coc  lu*^  <i  ot*  OiV  tA>k- 

'lh»  Kij-t  H  •ri'an"  le  Sir  Jan>»»?  31.u.kin- 
t*'-'  .  wh  "JO  a.-t;  :**:*u^".oe  with  ht^-r^ry  ni*  n 
aij«i  l."ter..ri  hl>:  «ry  w**  so  o\tcn5r\».\  and  who, 
a: 'bo  ijh  t>  •:  ^vf  tr.e  J.OK«»>rian  i*ir^*b  ,  i»**-anio 
ix'ly  in  IliV:  a^  )ua::<tc\i  «ith  most  uC'  ;ho  ^ur- 


«       » 


»•»■ 
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!  rtmn  of  that  society,  not  anlj  appToredl  snd 
1  eueouiyd  mj  dteigBy  bat  wm,  as  the  retider 
'  w31iee,p)odeiHMi^toocnitribatetoitsexeea«- 
I  tioB.  it  were  to  be  wUedy  that  he  htmself 

codd  beve  bem  iadaeed  to  undertake  the 

vni^too  bumble  indeed  for  his  powers,  but 

whkh  be  wss,  of  all  men  then  liTing,  perhaps, 

l&e  fittest  to  execute. 
Xr.  Alezinder  Chelmers,  the  ingenious  and 

loraed  editor  of  the  last   London  edition, 

pm  me,  with  great  eandoor  and  liberality,  all 
'  m  SMtiooe  m  his  power — regretting  and 
vondering,  Ifte  Lord  Stowe)!  and  Sir  James 
MsckiBtoBh,  that  so  much  should  be  forgot- 
tes  of  wliat  at  no  remote  period  every  hodj 
anst  hsTe  knowm* 

To  Mr.  Disraeli's  love  and  knowledge  of 
Ikenrj  faiBtory,  and  to  his  friendly  assistance, 
I  WIS  T«ry  oKieh  indebted ;  as  well  as  to  Mr. 
(now  Sir  Henry)  £IIis  of  the  British  Museum, 
icrUs  reai&iess  on  this  and  other  occasions  to 
afibrd  me  eterj  infbrmatioQ  in  his  power. 

The  Marqais  Wellesley  took  an  encourag- 
1!!::  interest  in  the  work,  and  improved  it  by 
^<Qe  valaable  observations;  and  the  Mar- 
.aisofLaosdownet  Earl  Spencer,  LordBexley, 
•Dii  Lord  St.  Helens,  the  son  of  Dr.  John- 
**'i  early  friend  Mr.  Fitzherbert,  were  so 
' '  lijioff  as  to  answer  some  inquiries  with  which 
i  t  .onl  it  necessary  to  trouble  them.  ^ 

Li  this  edition  (1847)  I  have  had  some 
nhib!e  assistance  from  ttbr.  Peter  Cunning- 
^  (ion  of  Allan  Cunningham  the  Foet^  as 
^  93  from  my  fHend  Mr.  Lockhart,  author 
'  the  'Life  of  Sir  Water  Scott—n  work 
'wood  only,  if  indeed  it  be  second,  to  that  of 
^fweil,  m  all  its  higher  qnalities. 

How  I  may  have  arranged  all  these  mate- 
'^  md  availed  mysdf  of  so  much  assistance, 
"  K  Dot  fiir  me  to  decide.  Situated  as  I  was 
^1^  I  began  and  until  I  had  nearly  completed 
''•*:  edition  of  1835, 1  could  not  have  ventured 
*'  aadxiTtake  a  more  serious  task ;  and  I  fear 
-**•  eren  this  desultory  and  ffossiping  kind 
'  "Ufjiojment  mnst  have  sunered  from  the 
*'^t:btier  occnpations  in  which  I  was  then  en- 
3»!M,  SI  well  as  from  my  own  deficiencies. 

'faofbrtunately  any  one  should  think  that  I 
TV  filled  in  my  attempt  to  improve  the  ori^nal 

*  't  I  stiH  have  the  consolation  of  thinking 
'  '^  thore  is  no  great  harm  done.  For,  as  I 
'^^:  retrenched*  nothing  from  the  best  edi- 

*  T  of  the  LiTK  and  the  Toun,  the  worst 
'-*'  can  happen  b  that  what  I  have  added  to 
'^  ^^'lUcction  may,  if  the  reader  so  pleases,  be 

''^ed  as  nrptu9age. 
^  '^  the  value  of^the  notes  with  which  my 
■^•'sda  favoured  me,  I  can  have  no  doubt ; 

^  la  tfeaw  cartnaoC  pvrwms  nicBtimi«d  fn  the  trat, 

mm  md  Bmiitj,  Sir  Henry  Eai«,aad  Mesari. 

D'lwarll,  oofj  rarvire  —  but  1  preM^nre,  with 

and  •  v«fT  eiicuMbl«  pride,  thhi  record 

•o  mamj  iiltrloqi  Mandi  aod  ai«h«antft. 

ntfooed  hi  the  work  it«eir  m  having  been 

jhaMMi,  two  dntf — aeqimtntancee  also  of 

U%  K«ka  (Mitt  Tlwale)  aai  MiM  Lanfton,  only 


*«• 


of  my  own,  I  will  oidy  saty,  that  I  have  endca* 
wared  to  make  them  at  once  ooocise  and 
explamtory.  I  hope  I  harre  cleared  up  some 
ofaBCurities,  nqyplied  some  defieiencies,  and, 
IB  many  cases^  saved  the  reader  the  trouble 
of  referring  to  dictkmaries  and  magazines  for 
notices  of  the  vanous  persons  and  mots  which 
are  incidenrtally  mentioocd..' 

In  some  cases  I  candidly  confess,  and  in 
many  more  I  fear  that  I  haTe  shown,  my 
own  ignorance;  bat  I  can  say,  that  when  I 
have  BO  fiuled,  it  has  not  been  for  want  of 
diligent  inqoiry  after  the  desired  information. 

I  have  not  considered  it  any  part  of  my 
duty  to  defend  or  to  controvert  the  statements 
or  opinions  reeorded  in  the  text ;  but  in  a  few 
instances,  in  which  either  a  matter  of  fad 
has  been  evidently  misstated,  or  an  important 
prineipie  has  been  heedlessly  invaded  or  too 
lightly  treated,  I  have  ventured  a  few  words 
towards  correcting  the  citot. 

The  desultory  nature  of  the  work  itself^  the 
repetitioos  in  some  instances  and  the  contra- 
dietions  in  others,  are  perplexing  to  those  who 
may  seek  for  Dr.  Jolmson  s  final  opinion  on 
any  given  subject.  This  difficulty  I  could 
not  hope,  and  have,  therefore,  not  attempted 
to  remove ;  it  is  inevitable  in  the  transcript 
of  table-talk  so  varioos,  so  loose,  and  so  ex- 
tensive ;  but  I  have  endeavoured  to  alleviate 
it  by  occasional  references  to  the  diderent 
peaces  where  the  same  subject  is  discussed, 
and  by  a  copious,  and  I  trust,  satisfactory 
index. 

I  have  added  translations  of  most  if  not  all 
the  classical  quotations  in  the  work — generally 
from  the  most  approved  translators — some- 
times, when  they  did  not  appear  to  hit  the 
point  in  question,  I  have  ventured  a  version  of 
my  own. 

With  respect  to  the  spirit  towards  Dr. 
Johnson  himself  by  which  I  was  actuated, 
I  beg  leave  to  say  that  I  feel  and  have 
always  felt  for  him  a  great,  but,  I  hope,  not 
a  blind  admiration.  For  his  writings,  and  espe- 
cially for  his  Vanity  of  Human  Wishes,  the 
Prefaces  to  the  Dictionary  and  Shakespeare, 
and  the  Lives  of  the  PoetSj  that  admiration  has 
little  or  no  alloy.  In  his  personal  conduct  and 
conversation  there  may  be  occasionally  some- 
thing to  regret  and  (though  rarely)  something 
to  disapprove,  but  less,  perhaps,  than  there 
would  Me  in  those  of  any  other  man,  whose 
words,  actions,  and  even  thoughts  should  be 
exposed  to  public  observation  so  nakedly  as, 
by  a  strange  concurrence  of  circumstances,  Dr. 
Johnson*s  have  been. 

Having  no  domestic  ties  or  duties,  the  latter 

*  In  half  a  dozen  inttaneei  an  fadeUcate  expresiion  has 
been  omitted ;  and,  in  one  or  two  placet  (always,  however, 
■tated  in  the  notes),  the  Insertion  of  new  matter  has  oc- 
caafcmed  the  omission  or  alteration  of  a  few  words  la  Che 
text. 

3  As  some  proof  of  diligence,  I  may  be  allowed  to  stata 
that  Che  Varfortim  notes  to  the  edition  by  Chalmers  were 
little  ovf-r  1000,  while  the  number  of  my  it4ditionml  notes  la 
nearly  S500. 


PREFACE  TO 


of  Lichfield,  proeured  for  me,  through  the 
favour  of  Mrs.  Pearson,  the  widow  of  the 
l^iatee  of  Miss  Lucy  Porter,  manj  letters 
addressed  to  this  kidv  by  Johnson;  for  whidi, 
it  seems,  Mr.  Boswdl  ^d  inquired  io  vain. 
These  papers  are  marked  Pearson  MSS.  Dr. 
Harwood  supplied  also  some  other  papers,  and 
much  information  collected  bj  himsdi*.^ 

Lord  Kokeby,  the  nephew  and  heir  of  Mrs. 
Montague,  was  so  kind  as  to  commimieate 
Dr.  Johnson*s  letters  to  that  lady. 

Mr.  Langton,  the  grandson  of  Mr.  Bennet 
Langton,  has  furnished  some  of  his  grand- 
father's papers,  and  sereral  original  MS& 
of  Dr.  John8on*s  Latin  poetry,  which  have 
enabled  me  to  explain  some  errors  and  obscu- 
rities in  the  pumisbed  copies  of  those  com- 
positions. 

Mr.  J.  F.  Palmer,  the  grand-nephew  of 
Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  and  of  Miss  Reynolds, 
most  liberally  communicated  all  the  papers  of 
that  lady,  containing  a  number  of  letters  or 
rather  notes  of  Dr.  Johnson  to  her,  which, 
however  trivial  in  themselves,  tend  to  corrobo- 
rate all  that  the  bimraphers  have  stated  of 
the  charity  and  kin&ess  of  his  private  life. 
Mr.  Palmer  also  contribnted  a  paper  of 
more  importance — a  MS.  of  about  seventy 
TOiges,  written  by  Miss  Reynolds,  and  entitled 
ItecoUeetions  of  Dr.  Johnton.^  The  authen- 
ticity and  general  accuracy  of  these  Recol- 
leetioMM  cannot  be  doubted,  and  I  had  there- 
fore admitted  extracts  from  them  into  the  text 
•f  my  first  edition;  I  have  now  given  the 
whole  in  the  Appendix* 

Mr.  Markland  has,  as  the  lieader  will  see  by 
the  notes  to  which  his  name  is  affixed,  favoured 
me  with  a  great  deal  of  zealous  assistance  and 
valuable  information. 

He  also  communicated  a  copy  of  Mrs.  Piozzi*s 
anecdotes,  copiously  annotated,  propria  manu, 
by  Mr.  Malone.  These  notes  nave  been  of 
use  in  explaining  some  obscurities ;  they  guide 
us  also  to  the  source  of  many  of  Mr.  Boswell's 
charges  i^ainst  Mrs.  Pioxai ;  and  have  had  an 
effect  thai  Mr.  Malone  could  neither  have  ex- 
pected or  wished — that  of  tending  rather  to 
confirm  than  to  impeach  that  Uidy*s  veracity. 

Mr.  J.  L.  Anderdon  favoured  me  with  the 
inspection  of  a  portfolio  bought  at  the  sole 
of  the  library  of  Boswell*s  second  son  James, 
which  contained  some  of  the  original  letters, 
memoranda,  and  note  books,  which  had  been 
used  as  materials  for  the  Lm.  Their  chief 
value,  now,  is  to  show  that  as  far  as  we  may 
judge  from  this  specimen,  the  printed  book  is 


>  Dr.  Harwood  Hkvwlie  flirourMl  m^  with  pemiisskni  to 
tngThxe  for  thi*  rdition  of  1431,  the  e«rlle«t  known  portrait 
of  Dr.  Johniton  — a  miniature  worn  In  a  bracelet  by  his 
wir«>.  which  Dr.  Harwood  porchaced  from  Francis  Barber, 
Dr.  Johmoii't  lorvanl  and  leitatee.  The  engraving  in  the 
origlfial  wa*  by  fiualake  stated  to  be  "  in  the  powessioB  of 
Mrs.  Pearson.''    It  U'lonoed  to  Dr.  Harwood. 

*  A  less  tierfcrt  copjr  or  these  HeeolUctkmt  was  also  com- 
mtinlcated  bjr  Mr.  Gwatklo,  who  married  ont'  of  Sir  Joshua's 
niacrs. 

»  This  attrntlon  on  the  part  of  I^ord  ChestrrfioW  renders 
■tilt  tni)rit  iiiitiling  Johnson's  conduct  towards  his  lonlvtiip. 
Sen  p|i,  AH.  84.  et  »ttf. 


a  faithful  transcript  from  the  ori^nal  notes, 
except  only  as  to  the  suppression  of  names.  * 
Mr.  Anderdon*s  portfolio  also  contains  John- 
son*s  original  draft  of  the  Prospeehu  of  the 
Dictionary,  and  a  fair  ccpy  of  it  (written  by 
an  amanuensis,  but  si^ed,  tn  forrn,  by  John- 
son), addressed  to  Lord  Chestarfield,  on  which 
his  lordslup  appears  to  have  made  a  few  criti- 
cal notes.  ^ 

Through  the  obliging  interposition  of  Mr. 
Appleyanl,  private  secretary  of  the  second  Earl 
Spencer,  Mrs.  Rose,  the  daughter  of  Dr.  Stra- 
hon,  favoured  me  with  copies  of  several  letters 
of  Dr.  Johnson  to  her  father,  one  or  two  only 
of  which  Mr.  Boswell  had  been  able  to  obtain. 

In  addition  to  these  contributions  of  manu- 
script materials,  I  have  to  admowle^e  much 
and  valuable  assistance  from  numerous  literary 
and  distinguished  friends. 

The  venerable  Lord  Stowell,  the  friend  and 
executor  of  Dr.  Johnson,  was  one  of  the  first 
persons  who    suggested    this   woric    to   me: 
he  was  pleased  to  take  a  great  interest  in  it, 
and  kindly  endeavoured  to  explain  the  obscu- 
rities which  were  stated  to  him ;  but  he  con- 
fessed, at  the  same  time,  that  the  application 
had  in  some  instances  come  rather  too  late,  and 
regretted  that  on  edition  on  this  principle  bad 
not  been  undertaken  when  full  light  might 
have  been  obtained.    His  lordship  was  also  so 
kind  as  to  dictate,  in  his  own  happy  and  pecu- 
liar style,  some  notes  oflits  recollections  of  Dr. 
Johnson.   These,  by  a  very  unusual  accident^, 
were  lost,  and  hb  lordship  s  great  age  and  in- 
creasing  infirmity  deterred   me   from  aeain 
troubling  him  on  the  subject.    A  few  points, 
however,  in  which  I  could  trust  to  my  own 
recollection,  will  be  found  in  the  notes. 

To  my  revered  friend.  Dr.  Thcmias  Elrington, 
Lord  Bishop  of  Ferns,  I  had  to  offer  my  tluinks 
for  much  valuable  advice  and  assistance,  and 
for  a  continuance  of  that  friendly  interest  with 
which  his  lordship  for  many  years,  and  in  more 
important  concerns,  honoured  me. 

Sir  Walter  Scott,  whose  personal  kind- 
ness to  me  and  indefatigable  good-nature  to 
every  body  were  STirpassed  only  by  his  genius, 
found  time  from  his  higher  occupations  to 
annotate  a  considerable  portion  of  this  work 
—  the  Tour  to  the  Hebrides  —  and  continued 
his  aid  to  the  very  conclusion  of  my  task. 

The  Right  Honourable  Sir  James  Mackin- 
tosh, whose  acquaintance  with  literary  men 
and  literary  history  was  so  extensive,  and  who» 
although  not  of  the  Johnsonian  circle,  became 
early  in  life  acquainted  with  most  of  the  sur- 


*  The^  were  tranamitted  by  pott,  addretaed  Co  Sir  Walter 
Scott  in  Edinbursh  for  his  perusal ;  after  a  considerable 
lapse  of  time.  Sir  Walter  was  written  to  to  return  them  —  he 
had  never  had  them.  It  then  appeared  that  the  oost  office 
bag  which  contained  thb  packet  and  aereral  others,  hAii 
been  lost,  and  It  haa  iierer  been  heard  of.  Snme  of  n\y 
friends  reproached  roe  with  want  of  due  caution  in  hsiv. 
infc  trusted  ihia  packet  to  the  pott,  but  I  think  unjustly. 
There  is.  perhxps,  no  individual  now  alive  who  ttMM 
<t«>s|i.uched  and  received  a  greater  muaber  of  lettera  than  I 
hare  (lone,  and  I  can  scarcaiy  reooUact  aa  in»l«Boa  of  a  almi> 
Ur  loss. 
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Tiron  of  thsl  80ciet)r,  not  aolj  tkpprav^  snd 
'  eDeoanged  my  desigB,  b«t  wae,  aa  tbe  reader 
'  ii^8ee,goodeiioi^tocoBtrilmtetoit»execii» 
I  im.  It  were  te  oe  wnhed,  that  lie  huntelf 

coiU  lorve  been  mdaeed  to  undertake  tke 

nri^^too  humble  indeed  for  his  powers,  but 

finch  he  was,  of  aU  men  then  living  perhaps, 

(fe  fittest  to  execute. 

Mr.  Alexander  (%aknerB,  the  ingenious  and 
ksned  editor  of  the  Itst  Lonckm  ectition, 
I  mt  me,  with  ^reat  eandovr  and  liberality,  all 
m  iBsistanoe  m  his  power — rmettii^  and 
vondering,  like  Lord  StoweU  and  Sir  James 
Msckintosh,  that  so  nrach  shootd  be  ^got- 
ten of  what  at  no  remote  penod  everj  bodj 
nkosthare  known* 

To  Mr.  B'lsmelfs  love  and  knowledge  of 
litenij  historf ,  and  to  his  friendly  assistance, 
I  WIS  Toy  mtH^  indebted ;  aa  well  as  to  Mr. 
(now  Sir  Henrj)  Efiis  of  the  British  Museum, 
Air  his  readmess  on  this  and  other  occasions  to 
afibrd  me  erery  information  in  his  power. 

The  Marqms  Welleslej  took  an  encourage 
hig  interest  in  the  work,  and  improved  it  by 
some  Tsluable  observations;  and  the  Mar- 
quis of  Lansdowne,  Earl  Spencer,  LordBexlej, 
led  Lord  St.  Helens,  the  son  of  Dr.  John- 
ion's  early  friend  Mr.  Fitzherbert,  were  so 
obUgins^  as  to  answer  some  inquiries  with  which 
I  mnS,  it  necessary  to  trouble  them.  ^ 

In  this  ediUos  (1847)  I  have  had  some 
Tillable  assistance  firom  Mr.  Peter  Cunning- 
W  (son  of  Alhnt  Cunmngfaam  the  Poet^  as 
vdl  as  irora  my  friend  Mr.  Lockhart,  author 
of  the  ^Id/e  of  Sir  Waiter  Scott'— ti  work 
seoood  only,  if  indeed  it  be  second,  to  that  of 
Bosirell,  in  all  its  higher  qualities. 

How  I  may  haTe  arranged  all  these  mate- 
riajs,  and  availed  myself  of  so  much  assistance, 
it  b  not  for  me  to  decide.  Situated  as  I  was 
*^  I  began  and  until  I  had  nearly  completed 
^  edition  of  1835, 1  could  not  have  ventured 
to  undertake  a  ntore  serious  task ;  and  I  fear 
that  even  this  desultory  and  jeossiping  kind 
of  eoi^yment  must  have  suffered  from  the 
vQghner  occupations  in  which  I  was  then  en- 
gaged, as  well  as  from  my  own  deficiencies. 

If  cmfortunately  any  one  should  think  that  I 
^  failed  in  my  attempt  to  improve  the  original 
^^  I  stiU  have  the  consolation  of  thinking 
that  there  is  no  great  harm  done.  For,  as  I 
W  retrenched*  iwthing  from  the  best  edi- 
^Km  of  the  LiTS  and  the  Torn,  the  worst 
that  can  happen  is  that  what  I  have  added  to 
the  collection  may,  if  the  reader  so  pleases,  be 
'"ejected  as  swphtsage. 

Of  the  value  of  the  notes  with  which  my 
^^Knds  £ivoured  me,  I  can  have  no  doubt ; 

'  or  aB  them  cMlueiit  penou  mentioned  in  the  text, 
w  Laa^num  avl  B«xJ#7,  Sir  HM177  EIUB,aiul  Mesara. 
'«UaBd  and  D'lfraeli,  oaty  furviTe  — but  I  preserve,  with 
*  ^ader  pleMure  and  a  Terr  eseofable  pride,  this  record 
«^*r  fntHndc  to  ao  manw  ilmstriotts  Mend*  aod  aubUnts. 

'idl  that  are  mcnttooea  in  the  work  itielfas  having  been 
*4*3dBled  with  Mttatm,  two  only— aogoatnuncee  also  of 
"^B  —  Ladr  Keith  CMiaa  Tlnmle)  and  MiH  Langton,  only 


of  my  own,  I  will  only  say,  that  I  have  endca* 
wired  to  make  them  at  once  ooociae  and 
explanatory.  I  hope  I  hanre  cleared  up  sone 
dwcuritica,  npplied  some  deficiencies,  and, 
m  many  caaes^  saved  the  reader  the  trouble 
of  referring  to  dicUonariea  and  maffazinea  for 
nodcea  of  the  vanous  persons  and  &Gis  which 
are  ineidentaUy  menlioBed..^ 

In  some  cases  I  eandidly  confess,  and  in 
many  more  I  fear  that  I  have  shown,  my 
own  ignorance ;  bnt  I  can  say,  that  when  1 
have  BO  fiiHeii,  it  has  not  b^n  for  wast  of 
diligent  inqniry  after  the  desired  information. 

I  have  not  considered  it  any  part  of  my 
duty  to  defend  or  to  controvert  the  statements 
or  opinions  recorded  in  the  text ;  bnt  in  a  few 
instances,  in  which  either  a  matter  of  fact 
has  been  evidently  misstated,  or  an  important 
principle  has  been  heedlessly  invaded  or  too 
lightly  treated,  I  have  ventured  a  few  words 
towards  correcting  the  error. 

The  desultory  nature  of  the  work  itself^  the 
repetitioBS  in  some  instances  and  the  contra^ 
dictions  in  others,  are  perplexing  totiiose  who 
may  se^  for  Dr.  Jolmson's  final  opinion  on 
any  given  subject.  This  difficulty  I  could 
not  hope,  and  have,  therefore,  not  attempted 
to  remove;  it  is  inevitable  in  the  transcript 
of  table-talk  so  yarions,  so  loose,  and  so  ex- 
tensive ;  bnt  I  have  endeavoured  to  alleviate 
it  by  occasional  references  to  the  different 
places  where  the  same  subject  is  discussed, 
and  by  a  co^nous,  and  I  trust,  satisfactory 
index. 

I  have  added  translations  of  most  if  not  all 
the  classical  quotations  in  the  work — generally 
from  the  most  approved  translators — some- 
times, when  they  did  not  appear  to  hit  the 
point  in  question,  I  have  ventured  a  version  of 
my  own. 

With  respect  to  the  spirit  towards  Dr. 
Johnson  himself  by  whicn  I  was  actuated, 
I  beg  leave  to  say  that  I  feel  and  have 
always  felt  for  him  a  great,  but,  I  hope,  not 
a  blind  admiration.  For  his  writings,  and  espe- 
cially for  his  Vanity  of  Hitman  Wiskes,  the 
Prefaces  to  the  Dictionary  and  Shakespeare, 
and  the  Lives  of  the  Poets,  that  admiration  has 
little  or  no  alloy.  In  his  personal  conduct  and 
conversation  there  may  be  occasionally  some- 
thing to  r^ret  and  (though  rarely)  something 
to  disapprove,  but  less,  perhaps,  than  there 
would  he  in  those  of  any  other  man,  whose 
words,  actions,  and  even  thoughts  should  be 
exposed  to  public  observation  so  nakedly  as, 
W  a  strange  concurrence  of  circumstances,  Dr. 
Johnson's  have  been. 

Having  no  domestic  ties  or  duUes,  the  latter 

s  In  half  a  dozen  inataacei  an  indelicate  expression  hat 
beat  omitted ;  and*  in  one  or  two  places  (alwuys,  however, 
stated  in  the  notes),  the  insertion  of  new  matter  has  oc- 
casioned tlM  omission  or  alteration  of  a  few  words  in  the 
text. 

3  As  some  proof  of  diligence,  I  may  be  allowed  to  state 
tliat  the  Varrorum  notes  to  the  edition  by  Chalreert  were 
little  over  1000,  while  the  Dumber  of  my  addition^  notes  Is 
nearly  2500. 
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portion  of  his  life  was,  as  Mrs.  Piozzi  observes, 
iiothing  but  convenationj  and  that  conversation 
I  was  watched  and  recorded  from  night  to  night 
and  from  hour  to  hour  with  zealous  attention 
and  unceasing  diligence.  No  man,  the  most 
staid  or  the  most  guarded,  is  always  the  same 
in  health,  in  spirits,  in  opinions.  Human  life 
is  a  series  of  inconsistencies ;  and  when  John* 
8on*s  earlj  misfortunes,  his  protracted  poverty, 
his  strong  passions,  his  violent  prejudices,  and, 
above  al^  his  bodily  and  I  may  say  mentid  in- 
firmities, are  considered,  it  is  only  wonderful 
that  a  portrait  so  laboriously  minute  and  so 
painfully  faithful  does  not  exhibit  more  of 
olemish,  incongruity,  and  error. 

The  life  of  Dr.  Johnson  is  indeed  a  most 
curious  chapter  in  the  history  of  man ;  for  cer- 
tainly there  is  no  instance  of  the  life  of  any 
other  human  being  having  been  exhibited  in 
so  much  detail,  or  with  so  much  fidelity.  There 
arc,  perhaps,  not  man^r  men  who  have  practised 
so  much  self-examination  as  to  know  themsefves 
as  well  as  every  reader  knows  Dr.  Johnson. 

We  must  recollect  that  it  is  not  his  tabU-talh 
or  his  literary  conversations  only  that  have 
been  publishetl :  all  his  most  private  and  most 
triflinff  correspondence— all  his  most  common 
as  well  na  his  most  confidential  intercourses — 
all  his  most  secret  communion  with  his  own 
conscience — and  even  the  solemn  and  contrite 
exercises  of  his  piety,  have  been  divulged  and 
exhibited  to  the  ^^^arish  eye**  of  the  world 
without  reserve  —  I  had  almost  said,  without 
delicacy.  Young,  with  gloomy  candour,  has  said 

**  Heaven's  Sovereign  nves  all  beings  but  himself 
That  hideout  sight,  a  naked  human  heart.** 

"What  a  man  must  Johnson  have  been,  whose 
heart,  having  been  laid  more  bare  than  that  of 
any  other  mortal  ever  was,  has  passed  so  little 
blemished  through  so  terrible  an  ordeal  1 

But  while  wc  contemplate  with  such  interest 
this  admirable  and  peifect  portrait^  let  us  not 
forget  the  painter.  Mr.  Burke  told  Sir  James 
Mackintosh  that  he  thought  Johnson  showed 
more  powers  of  mind  in  company  than  in  his 
writings,  and  on  another  occasion  said,  that  he 
thought  Johnson  appeared  greater  in  Bo0well*s 
volumes  than  even  in  his  own. 

It  was  a  strange  and  fortunate  concurrence, 
that  one  so  prone  to  talk  and  who  talked  so 
well,  should  oe  brought  into  such  close  contact 
and  confidence  with  one  so  zealous  and  so  able 
to  record.  Dr.  Johnson  was  a  man  of  extraor- 
dinary powers,  but  Mr.  Boswell  had  qualities, 
in  their  own  way,  almost  as  rare.  He  united 
lively  manners  with  indefatigable  diligence, 
and  the  volatile  curiosity  of  a  man  about  town 
with  the  drud^ins;  patience  of  a  chronicler. 
With  a  very  g<MMi  opinion  of  himself,  he  was 
ouick  in  discern in^nr,  and  frank  in  applauding, 
the  excellencies  ot  others,  lliougii  proud  of 
his  own  imnie  and  lineage,  and  ambitious  of 
the  countenance  of  the  great,  he  was  yet  so 


cordial  an  admirer  of  merits  wherever  founcl, 
that  much  public  ridicule,  and  something  like 
contempt,  were  excited  by  the  modest  assurance 
with  which  he  pressed  his  acquaintance  on 
all  the  notorieties  of  his  time,  and  by  the  osteo- 
tatious  ^but  in  the  main,  laudable)  assiduitr 
with  which  he  attended  the  exile  Paoli  and 
the  low-bom  Johnson  I  These  were  amiabU-, 
and,  for  us,  fortunate  inconsistencies.  lli< 
contemporaries  indeed,  not  without  some  coI«)u: 
of  reason,  occasionally  complained  of  him  i' 
vain,  inquisitive,  troublesome,  and  giddy ;  but 
his  vanity  was  inofiensive — his  curiosity  was 
commonly  directed  towards  laudable  objecti— 
when  he  meddled,  he  did  so,  generally,  fV'Ci 
good-natured  motives  —  his  giddiness  was  oni v 
an  exuberant  gaiety,  which  never  failed  in 
the  respect  and  reverence  due  to  literature, 
teorals,  and  religion  :  and  posterity  gratefuuv 
acknowledges  the  taste,  temper,  and  talt'iit* 
with  which  he  selected,  enjoyed,  and  descries <! 
that  polished  and  intellectual  society  wiiirii 
still  lives  in  his  work,  and  without  his  work 
had  perished ! 

**  Vixere  fortes  ante  Agsmemnona 
Multi :  sed  omneti  iUacrymabil«» 
Urgentur,  ignotique  longa 
Nocte,  earent  quia  vatc  sacro.** 

Such  imperfect  though  interesting  sketcl.t>< 
as  Ben  Jonson*s  visit  to  Drummond,  Selder.'? 
Table  Talk,  Swifl's  Journal,  and  S()cn<c« 
Anecdotes,  only  tantalise  our  curiosity  and 
excite  our  regret  that  there  was  no  BotweU  t«> 
preserve  the  conversation  and  illustrate  ti)>' 
life  and  times  of  Addison,  of  Swifl  himself*  (*! 
Milton,  and,  above  all,  of  Shakespeare  I  ^Ve 
can  hardly  refrain  from  indulging  ourselvv's 
with  the  imagination  of  works  so  instrurtivo 
and  delightful ;  but  that  were  idle;  except  a« 
it  may  tend  to  increase  our  obligation  to  t)ic 
faithful  and  fortunate  biographer  of  Dr.  JoiiQ- 
son. 

Mr.  Bosweirs  birth  and  education  familiar- 
ised  him  with  the  highest  of  his  acquaintAno% 
and  his  ffood-nature  and  conviviality  with  tbc 
lowest,  ne  describes  society  of  all  classes  wiib 
the  happiest  discrimination.  Even  his  ft>ibl<'* 
assisted  his  curiosity ;  he  was  sometimes  lauijbc'i 
at,  but  always  well  received ;  he  excitt-d  ij; 
envy,  he  imposed  no  restraint.  It  was  w<^»' 
known  that  lie  made  notes  of  every  convorsi- 
tion,  yet  no  timidity  was  seriously  alarmed,  n" 
delicacy  demurred;  and  we  are  pcrhajw  jn« 
dcbted  to  the  lighter  parts  of  his  cliararter  t'-r 
the  patient  indulgence  with  which  every  b(»'V 
submitted  to  sit  for  their  pictures.  . 

Mr.  Boswell  took,  indeed, extraordinor}  a/d 
most  laudable  pains  to  attain  accuracy.  ^^'^ 
only  did  he  commit  to  paper  at  night  the  o'^* 
versation  of  the  day,  but  even  in  pi'nii*^ 
society  be  would  occasionally  take  a  n«  te  <'t 
any  thing  remarkable  that  occurred ;  a»"J  ^* 
afterwards  spared  no  trouble  in  arranging  an»i 
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SQpplTiiifC  the  inevitable  deficiencies  of  these 
Wy  i&einoranda.^ 

Xor  were  his  talents  inconsiderable.    He 
bd  looked  a  good  deal  into  books,  and  more 
kit)  the  world.    The  narrative  portion  of  bis 
Torb  is  written  with  good  sense,  in  an  easy 
od  perspicuous    style,  and  without  (which 
ttcm  odd  enouffh)  any  palpable  imitation  of 
Johnson.    But  in  recording  conversations  he 
if  onriTsIled :  that  he  was  eminently  accurate 
in  sabsUnce,  we  have  the  evidence  of  all  his 
coQtemporaries ;  but  he  is  also  in  a  hi^h  deffree 
chancteristic  —  dramatic.    The  incidentalob- 
sen^atioos  with  which  he  explains  or  enlivens 
the  dialogue,  are  terse,  appropriate,  and  pic- 
turesque—  we  not  merely  hear  his  company, 
vt  tee  them  ! 

Yet  )as  father  was,  we  are  told,  by  no  means 
satisfied^  with  the  life  he  led,  nor  his  eldest 
t(m  with  the  kind  of  reputation  he  attained ; 
ceither  liked  to  hear  ot  his  connexion  even 
tdth  Paoli  or  Johnson ;  and  both  would  have 
u>en  better  pleased  if  he  had  contented  himself 
with  a  domestic  life  of  sober  respectability. 


•  Mr.  Wordiworth  obUcingly  furnished  me  with  too 
''  :i  r<nDf  copy  of  a  note  In  a  blank  pan  of  his  copy  of 
Ktveiri  work,  dictatad  and  signed  in  Mr.  Wordsworth's 
;-r»cocc  by  the  late  Sir  George  Beaumont,  whose  own 
vnracy  vas  exemplary,  and  who  lired  very  much  in  the 
r>  *ij  of  Johnsoo's  latter  days. 


*'  RsfOal  Momnt,  I2t*  Sepi.  1826. 
'  StrJMkua  Sff^moUt  told  me  at  kU  tabie,  immediatelu 
■*ifr  ik<  pnblieatiom  ^  ikit  book^  that  nery  word  qf  it  might 
*<  iefottid  man  at  if  given  o»  oalh.  BotwtU  teas  in  the 
•.*<i  </  hinging  the  firSt^  sheets  to  his  house  previously  to 
'<7r  hemg  struck  qff^  and  if  any  of  the  company  happened  to 
^■nt  hten  present  at  the  connersation  recorded,  he  requested 
to*  3r  them  to  correct  amf  errors  and,  not  sati^d  with  thiSt 
^  rtmid  run  over  aU  London  for  the  sake  of  verifying  any 
"Hie  word  whtck  might  be  disputed. 

**  O.H.BEAUMONT." 

AUboQgh  it  cannoC  etcape  notice,  that  Sir  Joshua  is  here 
'T^ned  to  ha?e  drawn  a  somewhat  wider  inference  than  the 
"*t\±vs  wuTsnted,  the  general  testimony  is  satisGsctorr,  and 
''  •  to  a  cooalderabla  extent  corroborated  by  every  kind  of 
'*<dract  external  and  internal. 

^ '  bee  p.  387.  n.  This  feeling  Is  less  surprising  in  old 
^M  Aocfalaleek  than  in  Sir  Alexaoder,  who  was  himself 
» r  in  of  the  world,  clerer,  literary,  and  social. 

rb«  fbllowing  letter  (in  the  Reynolds  Papers)  from  Mr. 
E  '•veil  to  Sir  Joehoa,  oo  the  subject  of  this  portrait,  ought 
•^t^bcloet. 

**  London,  7th  June,  1785. 

"  Mt  ntaa  Sia,  —  The  debts  which  I  contracted  in  my 
'«:W  I  liCeiime  will  not  be  cleared  off  by  me  for  some  Tears. 
I '  •rrfore  think  it  oncooscleotious  to  indulge  myself  in  any 
•tfnrift  article  of  elegant  luxury.    But  in  the  mean  time, 


The  public,  however,  the  dispenser  of  fame, 
has  judged  dLSerently,  and  considers  the  bio- 
grapher of  Johnson  as  the  most  eminent  branch 
of  the  family  pedigree.  With  less  activity, 
less  indiscretion,  less  curiosity,  less  enthusiasm, 
he  might,  perhaps,  have  been  what  the  old  lord 
would,  no  doubt,  have  thought  more  respect- 
able ;  and  have  been  pictured  on  the  walls  of 
Auchinleck  (the  very  name  of  which  we  never 
should  have  heard)  by  some  stiff,  provincial 
painter  in  a  lawyer's  wig  or  a  squire  s  hunting 
cap ;  but  his  portrait,  by  Reynolds  ',  would  not 
have  been  ten  times  engraved ;  his  name  could 
never  have  become — as  it  is  likely  to  be  — as 
far  spread  and  as  lasting  as  the  English  lan- 
guage; and  "the  world  had  wanted  a  work 
to  which  it  refers  as  a  manual  of  amusement, 
a  repository  of  wit,  wisdom,  and  morals,  and  a 
lively  and  faithful  history  of  the  manners  and 
literature  of  England,  during  a  period  hardly 
second  in  brilliancy,  and  superior  in  import- 
ance, even  to  the  Augustan  age  of  Anne. 


1st  May,  1831. 


J.  w.  c. 


you  may  die,  or  I  may  die ;  and  I  should  regret  very  much 
that  there  should  not  be  at  Auchinleck  my  portrait  painted 
by  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  with  whom  I  have  the  feUcity  of 
living  in  social  intercourse. 

**  1  have  a  proposal  to  make  toyou.  I  am  for  certain  to  be 
called  to  the  English  bar  next  February.  Will  vou  now  do 
mv  picture,  and  the  price  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  first  fees 
which  I  receive  as  a  barrister  in  WestminBter  Hall.  Or  if 
that  Aind  should  fail,  it  shall  be  paid  at  any  rate  in  five  years 
hence,  by  myself  or  my  representatives. 

"  If  you  are  pleased  to  approve  of  this  proposal,  your  sig- 
nifying your  concurrence  underneath,  upon  two  duplicates, 
one  orwhich  shall  be  kept  by  each  ot  us,  will  be  a  sufBclent 
voucher  of  the  obligation,  lever  am,  with  very  sincere  re- 
gard, my  dear  sir,  your  faithful  and  affectionate  humble 
servant,  "James  Boswbll. 


"  /  agree  to  the  above  conditions. 
London,  lOtA  Sept.  1785." 


'J.  Reynolds. 


An  engraving  from  Sir  Joshua's  portrait  is  prefixed  to 
the  present  volume.  I  was  favoured  by  Mrs.  Deoham  with 
a  pencil  sketch  of  Mr.  Boswell  in  later  life,  by  Sir  Thomas 
Lawrence:  which,  although  bordering  on  caricature,  is  so 
evidently  characteristic,  and  (as  I  am  assured)  so  identically 
Uke,  that.  I  think  it  worth  reproducing.  1  have  also  added,  on 
the  next  page,  a  whole  length  (first  published  in  the  duo- 
decimo edition)  of  Boswell  during  the  period  when  he 
*' flourished'*  (as  Mr.  Chalmers  sUly  phrases  it)  with  John- 
son. Both  these  sketches  will,  I  think,  be  acceptable,  as 
giving  a  lively  idea,  not  merely  of  his  person,  but  also,  (and 


particularly  the  first,)  of  his  mind  and  manner  :— busy  self 
Importance  and  dogmatical  good*nature  were  seldom 


expressed. 


better 


I 
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"  After  my  death  I  wish  no  other  herald, 
Ko  other  speaker  of  mj  living  actions, 
To  keep  mine  honour  from  corruption. 
But  such  an  honest  chronicler  as  Griffith."  * 

Shaxbpsabb,  Henry  VIII. 

i  S««  Dr.  Johnson'*  letter  to  Mn.  Thrmle.  dated  Oitick.  In  Skle,  September  30.  irTS :  **  Bofwetl  writes  « 
rrguLar  journal  of  our  trareU,  which  I  think  contain!  at  much  of  what  I  tay  and  do.  as  of  all  other  occur- 
rences together  }  *Jur  tuck  a  /ait^nl  chronicler  is  Griffith.*  '*  —  Boswell. 


DEDICATION. 


TO   SIR   JOSHUA   REYNOLDS. 


Mr  9111  Sib, — Every  liberal  motive  that  can 
ictute  an  author  in  the  dedication  of  his 
liboun  concurs  in  directins  me  to  yon,  as  the 
person  to  whom  the  followmg  work  should  be 
inscribed. 

If  there  be  a  pleasure  in  celebrating  the 

dL«tingiiished  merit  of  a  contemporary,  mixed 

with  a  oerUm  degree  of  vanity,  not  altogether 

inexcusable,  in  appearing  fully  sensible  of  it, 

vbere  can  I  fiad  one,  in  oomplimenting  whom 

/  can  with  more  general  approbation  gratify 

those  feeliiigi  ?     Your  excellence,  not  onlj  in 

the  art  orer  which  you  have  long  presided 

vith  uiRvaUed  fame,  but  also  in  philosophy 

ud  elegant  literature,  is  well  known  to  the 

present,  and  will  continue  to  be  the  admiration 

fif  fatore  ages.  Your  equal  and  placid  temper, 

ywir  Tariety  of  conversation,  your  true  poute- 

oesSf  hj  wlucfa  yon  are  so  amiable  in  private 

i-'xietj,  and  that  enlarged  hospitality  which  has 

U?  made  your  house  a  common  centre  of 

tdfiQ  for  the  ^reat,  the   accomplished,  the 

itanwd,  and  the  ingenious ;  all  these  q^ualities 

I  can,  in  perfect  oonfidence  of  not  being  ao- 

«Md  of  flattery,  ascribe  to  you. 

If  a  man  may  indulge  an  honest  pride,  in 
Md^  it  known  to  the  world  that  he  nas  been 
thought  worthy  of  particular  attention  by  a 
:^Q  of  tiie  first  eminence  in  the  age  in 
'^'h  be  lived,  whose  companv  has  been  uni- 
T>r<alU  courted,  I  am  justified  in  availing 
^T^lf  of  die  usual  privil^e  of  a  dedication, 
'>^  I  mention  that  there  has  been  a  long  and 
•i^'-t'^rmpted  friendship  between  us. 

if  gratitude  should  be  acknowledged  for 
^^'•'jQr«  received,  I  have  this  opportunity,  my 
'•^  Sir,  most  sincerely  to  thanx  you  for  the 
2«V  happy  hoars  which  I  owe  to  your  kind- 
^^^wr  the  cordiality  with  which  you  have 
L'  2  times  been  pleased  to  welcome  me, — for 
t^*  riamber  of  valaable  acquaintances  to  whom 
*-^  have  intzodueed  me,  —  for  the  nodes 
''M^af  Deum,  which  I  have  enjoyed  under 

If  a  work  should  be  inscribed  to  one  who  is 
^ttT  of  the  subject  of  it,  and  whose  appro- 
-^'y«,  therefore,  must  ensure  it  credit  and 
'  "^^  the  Life  of  Dr.  Johnson  is,  with  the 
^'^M  praprieiy,  dedicated  to  Sir  Joshua 
*^Tri<-4da,  woo  was  the  intimate  and  beloved 
"'^  of  that  great  man ;  the  friend  whom  he 
^  -and  to  be  **  the  most  invulnerable  man  he 
:  whom,  if  he  should  quarrel  with  him, 
•hoold  find  the  most  difficulty  how  to 
''*^'*  You,  mj  dear  Sir,  studied  him,  and 
■•w  )nm  well ;  you  venerated  and  admired 
^  Tet,  Inminoos  as  he  was  upon  the  whole. 


you  perceived  all  the  shades  which  mingled  in 
the  grand  composition,  all  the  little  pecuLarities 
and  slight  blemishes  which  marked  the  literary 
Colossus.  Your  very  warm  commendation  of 
the  specimen  which  I  gave  in  my  '*  Journal  of 
a  Tour  to  the  Hebrides,**  of  my  being  able  to 
preserve  his  conversation  in  an  authentic  and 
lively  manner,  which  opinion  the  public  has 
confirmed,  was  the  best  encouragement  for  me 
to  persevere  in  my  purpose  of  producing  the 
whole  of  my  stores. 

In  one  respect,  this  work  will  in  some 
passages  be  dinerent  from  the  former.  In  my 
^'Tour,**  I  was  almost  unboimdedly  open  in 
my  communicadons  ;  and  from  my  eagerness 
to  display  the  wonderful  fertility  and  readiness 
of  Johnson's  wit,  freelv  showed  to  the  world 
its  dexterity,  even  when  I  was  myself  the 
object  of  it.  I  trusted  that  I  should' be  liber- 
ally imderstood,  as  knowing  very  well  what 
I  was  about,  and  by  no  means  as  simply  un- 
conscious of  the  pointed  effects  of  the  satire. 
I  own,  indeed,  that  I  was  arrogant  enough  to 
suppose  that  the  tenour  of  the  rest  of  the  oook 
would  sufficiently  guard  me  against  such  a 
strange  imputation.  But  it  seems  I  judged  too 
well  of  the  world ;  for,  though  I  could  scarcely 
believe  it,  I  have  been  undoubtedly  informed 
that  many  persons,  especially  in  distant  quar- 
ters, not  penetrating  enough  into  Johnson's 
character,  so  as  to  imderstand  his  mode  cf 
treating  his  friends,  have  arraigned  my  judg- 
ment, mstead  of  seeing  that  I  was  sensible  of 
all  that  they  oould  observe. 

It  is  related  of  the  great  Dr.  Clax^e,  that 
when  in  one  of  his  leisure  hours  he  was  unbend- 
ing himself  with  a  few  friends  in  the  most 
playful  and  frolicksome  manner,  he  observed 
Beau  Nash  approaching ;  upon  which  he  sud- 
denly stopped.  "  My  boys^'  said  he,  "  let  us 
be  grave — here  comes  a  fool/*  The  world, 
my  friend,  I  have  found  to  be  a  great  fool  as 
to  that  particular  on  which  it  nas  become 
necessary  to  speak  very  plainly.  I  have  there- 
fore in  this  work  been  more  reserved;  and 
though  I  tell  nothing  but  the  truth,  I  have 
still  kept  in  mv  mind  that  the  whole  truth  is 
not  always  to  oe  exposed.  This,  however,  I 
have  managed  so  as  to  occasion  no  diminu- 
tion of  the  pleasure  which  my  book  should 
afibrd,  though  malignity  may  sometimes  be 
disappointed  of  ^ts  gratifications.  I  am,  my 
dear  Sir,  your  much  obliged  friend  and  faith- 
ful humble  servant, 


James  Boswbli*. 


LoDdon,  90th  April,  1791. 
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MR.  BOSWELL'S  ADVERTISEMENTS. 


TO  THE  FIRST  EDITION. 

I  AT  last  deliver  to  the  world  a  work  which  I 
have  long  promised,  and  of  which,  I  am  afraid,  too 
high  expectations  have  been  raised.  The  delaj  of 
its  publication  must  be  imputed,  in  a  considerable 
dvgrcc,  to  the  extraordinary  seal  which  has  been 
shown  by  distinguished  persons  in  all  quarters  to 
supply  me  with  additional  information  concerning 
its  illustrious  subject;  resembling  in  this  the  grate- 
ful tribes  of  ancient  nations,  of  which  every  indi- 
vidual was  eager  to  throw  a  stone  upon  the  grave 
of  a  departed  hero^  and  thus  to  share  in  the  pious 
offlee  of  erecting  an  honourable  monument  to  his 
memory. 

The  labour  and  anxious  attention  with  which  I 
have  collected  and  arranged  the  materials  of  which 
these  volumes  are  composed,  will  hardly  be  con* 
ceived    by   those   who  read  them  with    careless 
facility.     Tlie  stretch  of  mind  and   prompt  as- 
siduity  by   which    so  many  conversations    were 
pre^rvcd,  I  myself,  at  some  distance  of  time,  con- 
template with  wonder ;  and  I  must  be  allowed  to 
suggest,  tluit  the  nature  of  the  work,  in  other 
respects,  as  it  consists  of  innumerable  detached 
particulars,  all  which,  even  the  most  minute,  I  have 
spared   no  pains  to  ascertain  with  a  scrupulous 
authenticity,  has  occasioned  a  degree  of  trouble 
far  beyond  that  of  any  other  species  of  compo- 
sition.    Were  1  to  detail  the  books  which  1  have 
consul  ted,  and  the  inquiries  which  I  have  found  it 
necessary   to  make  by  various  channels,  I  should 
probably   be    thought    ridiculously    ostenutious. 
Let  me  only  observe,  as  a  specimen  of  my  trouble, 
that  I  have  sometimes  been  obliged  to  run  half 
over  London,   in   order  to   fix  a  date  correctly : 
which,   when  I  had  accomplished,   I  well  knew 
would  obtain  me  no  praise,  though  a  failure  would 
have  been  to  my  discredit.     And  after  all,  per- 
liaps,  hard  ms  it  may  be,  I  shall  not  be  surprised  if 
omissions  or   misukes  be  pointed  out  with  in- 
vidious severity.     I  have  also  been  extremely  care- 
ful as  to  the  exactness  of  my  quotations ;  holding 
that  there  is  a  respect  due  to  the  public,   which 
should  oblige  every  author  to  attend  to  this,  and 
never  to  presume  to  introduce  them  with,**  I  think 
I  have  read,**  or  *•  If  I  remember  right,**  when  the 
originals  may  be  examined. 

1  big  leave  to  expre«a  my  warmest  thanks  to 
tbo«e  who  have  been  pleased  to  favour  me  with 
communications  and  advice  in  the  conduct  of  my 
work.  But  I  cannot  sufficiently  acknowledge  my 
obligations  to  my  friend  Mr.  Malone,  who  was  so 
good  as  to  allow  me  to  read  to  him  almost  the 
whole  of  my  manuscript,  and  made  such  remarks 
as  were  grvatly  for  the  advantage  of  the  work  ; 
though  it  i%  but  fair  to  him  to  mention,  that  upon 
many  occasion*  I  differed  from  him,  and  followed 
my  own  jurl);mcnt  I  regret  exceedingly  that  I 
was  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  his  revision,  when 
not  more  than  one  half  of  the  book  had  pavurd 
through  the  press  ;  but  after  having  completed  his 


very  laborious  and  admirable  edition  of  SVok- 
speare,  for  which  be  generously  would  accept  cf  < 
no  other  reward  but  that  &me  which  he  bss  ao 
deservedly  obuined,  he  ftilfilled  his  promise  of  % 
long-wished-for  visit  to  his  relatbns  in  Ireland; 
from  whence  his  safe  reiurnjinibus  jittteis  is  de&ircd 
by  his  friends  here,  with  all  the  classical  ardour  of 
^le  te  Diva  potent  Cypri ;  for  there  is  no  man  in 
whom  more  elegant  and  worthy  qualities  are 
united  ;  and  whose  society,  therefoie,  is  more 
valued  by  those  who  know  him. 

It  is  painful  to  me  to  think,  that  while  I  was 
carrying  on  this  work,  several  of  those  to  whom  it 
would    have    been    most   interesting   have  died. 
Such  melancholy  disappointments  we  know  to  be 
incident  to  humanity  ;  but  we  do  not  feel  them  the 
less.      Let  me  particularly  lament  the  Reverend 
Thomas  Warton  and  the   Reverend   Dr.  Adams. 
Mr.  Warton,  amidst  his   variety   of  genius  and  ' 
learning,  was  an  excellent  biographer.     His  con- 
tributions  to  my  collection  are  highly  estimable; 
and  as  he  had  a  true  reli»h  of  my  **  Tour  to  the 
Hebrides,**  I  trust  I  should  now  have  been  gratified 
with  a  larger  share  of  his  kind  approbation.     Dr. 
Adams,  eminent  as  the  head  of  a  college,  a«  a 
writer,  and  as  a  most  amiable  man,  had  known 
Johnson  from  his  early  years,  and  was  his  friend 
through  life.     What  rea&on  I  had  to  hope  for  the 
countenance  of  that  venerable  gentleman  to  tl)i« 
work  will  appear  from  what  he  wrote  to  me  upon 
a  former  occasion  from  Oxford,  November  1 7. 17  S3 : 
—  *' Dear  Sir,  I  hacard  this  letter,   not    knowing 
where  it  will  find  you,  to  thank  you  for  your  very 
agreeable   *Tour,*   which    I   found    here    on   my 
return  from  the  country,  and  in  which  you  hate 
depicted  our  friend  so  perfectly  to  my  fancy.  In 
every  attitude,  every   scene  and  situation,  that  I 
have  thought  myself  in  the  company  and  o€  the 
party   almost    throughout       It    has     given    very 
general  satisfaction:   and  those  who    have    found 
most  fault  with  a  passage  here  and    there,  luive 
agreed  that  they  could  not  help  going  through,  and 
being  entertained  with  the  whole.     I  wish,  indcvd, 
some  few  gross  expressions  had  been  softened,  and 
a  few  of  our  hero's  foibles  had  been  a  little  ouire 
shaded  ;  but  it  is  useful  to  see  the  weaknesses  inci- 
dent to  great  minds ;  and  you  have  given  ua  Dr. 
Johnson's  authority  that  in  history  all  otigbt  to  be 
told.** 

Such  a  sanction  to  my  faculty  of  giving  a  ju«t 
representation  of  Dr.  Johnson  I  could  not  concvA\, 
Nor  will  1  suppress  my  satisfaction  in  the  con- 
sciousness, that  by  recording  so  considerable  a 
portion  of  the  wisdom  and  wit  of"  the  brightc^\ 
ornament  of  the  eighteenth  century,**  >  1  ha\  e 
largely  provided  for  the  instruction  and  entertain- 
ment of  mankind. 

J.  Bosw 

Loadon.  30th  April.  1791. 


I  Snr  Mr.  Malone'i  PreCace  to  his  editloa   of  ShAkspr 


MR.  BOSWELL'S  ADVERTISEMENTS. 
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1         TO  THE  SECOND  EDITION. 

1  That  I  ns  snxious  for  the   success  of  a  work 

vhicfa  bad  employed  much  of  my  time  and  labour, 

I  do  not  vish  to  conceal ;  but  whatever  doubts  I  at 

'  UT  tiffle  entertained,  have  been  entirely  removed 

>  br  die  vfrj  &vourable  reception  with  which  it  has 

bera  boDoored.     That  reception   has  excited  my 

best  nertioos  to  render  my  book  more  perfect ; 

od  io  this  endeavour  I  have  had  the  assistance 

oot  otilj  of  some  of  my  particular  friends,  but  of 

muj  other  learned  and  ingenious  men,  by  which  I 

iuTe  been  enabled  to  rectify  some  mistakes,  and  to 

nriefa  the  work   with  many  valuable  additions. 

ThcK  I  hsre  cnrdered  to  be  printed  separately  in 

^tiirto,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  purchasers  of 

the  fint  edition.      May  I  be  permitted  to  say  that 

tiie  typography  of  both  editions  does  honour  to  the 

prvn  of  Mr.  Henry  Baldwin,  now  Master  of  the 

Wonhipftil  Company  of  Stationers,  whom  1  have 

long  kaovn  u  a  worthy  man  and  an  obliging 

IHenL 

In  the  strangely  mixed  scenes  of  human  exist- 
eve,  our  fedings  are  olVen  at  once  pleasing  and 
pmful  Of  this  truth,  the  progress  of  the  present 
vork  furnishes  a  striking  instance.  It  was  highly 
r*^ying  to  me  that  my  friend.  Sir  Joshua  Rey- 
'"'\k  to  whom  it  is  inscribed,  lived  to  peruse  it, 
>»i  to  give  the  strongest  testimony  to  its  fidelity ; 
but  before  a  second  edition,  which  he  contributed 
to  improre.  could  be  finished,  the  world  has  been 
^^inved  ot  that  most  valuable  man  ;  a  loss  of  which 
^  nfnx  will  be  deep,  and  lasting,  and  extensive, 
proportiooaCe  to  the  felicity  which  he  diffused 
'^m>ogh  a  wide  circle  of  admirers  and  friends. 

In  reilecting  that  the  illustrious  subject  of  this 
'rk,  hj  bet^  more  extensively  and  intimately 
^'ovn,  bowerer  eleirated  before,  has  risen  in  the 
'f  vntion  and  love  of  mankind,  I  feel  a  satisfaction 
^ood  what  fame  can  afford.  We  cannot,  indeed, 
*^  moefa  or  too  often  admire  his  wonderful  powers 
<f  quad,  when  we  consider  that  the  principal  store 
-^  viC  sad  wiadom  which  this  work  contains  was 
-«t  a  paiticttlar  selection  firom  his  general  conver- 
^i*^  but  was  merely  his  occasional  talk  at  such 
' :  «i  ■»  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  in  his  com- 
H'>7 ;  sod.  without  doubt,  if  his  discourse  at  other 
»r,xU  \f^  i^^Q  collected  with  the  same  attention, 
'*-  viiole  tenoar  of  what  he  uttered  would  have 
'■w  Uad  equally  excellent. 
Hm  ■trong,  clear,  and  animated  enforcement  of 

*  r  9a.  morality,  loyalty,  and  subordination,  while 

•  delight*  md  improves  the  wise  and  the  good, 
'•'  I  tnut,  prove  mn  effectual  antidote  to  that 

'•^^aUe  oopbiatiy  which  has  been  lately  imported 
''  *n  Fnaee,  tinder  the  false  name  of  philosophy, 
•'<•  rith  a  sialtgnnat  industry  has  been  employed 
'^''^  the  peace,  good  order,  and  happiness  of 
'  "^t  ui  our  free  and  prosperous  country :  but, 
•X if  be  to  God,  without  producing  the  pemi- 
efcets  which   were   hoped  for  by  its  pro- 

It  leeaa  to  me,  in  my  moments  of  lelf-com- 


'- 


placeney,  that  this  extensive  biographical  work, 
however  inferior  in  its  nature,  may  in  one  respect 
be  assimilated  to  the  Odyssey.  Amidst  a  thousand 
entertaining  and  instructive  episodes,  the  hero  is 
never  long  out  of  sight ;  for  they  are  all  in  some 
degree  connected  with  him ;  and  he,  in  the  whole 
course  of  the  history,  is  exhibited  by  the  author 
for  the  best  advantage  of  his  readers : 

~  Qald  TlrtU9  et  quid  laplentia  poisit. 
Utile  proposult  nobis  exemplar  Ulyuen. 

Should  there  be  any  cold-blooded  and  morose 
mortals  who  really  dislike  this  book,  I  will  give 
them  a  story  to  apply.  When  the  great  Duke  of 
Marlborough,  accompanied  by  Lord  Cadogan,  was 
one  day  reconnoitring  the  army  in  Flanders,  a 
heavy  rain  came  on,  and  they  both  called  for  their 
cloaks.  Lord  Cadogan*s  servant,  a  good-humoured 
alert  lad,  brought  his  lordship's  in  a  minute.  The 
duke's  servant,  a  lasy  sulky  dog,  was  so  sluggish, 
that  his  grace,  being  wet  to  the  skin,  reproved  him, 
and  had  for  answer,  with  a  grunt,  "  I  came  as  fast 
as  I  could;*'  upon  which  the  duke  calmly  said, 
'*  Cadogan,  I  would  not  for  a  thousand  pounds 
have  that  fellow's  temper." 

There  are  some  men,  I  believe,  who  have,  or 
think  they  have,  a  very  small  share  of  vanity. 
Such  may  speak  of  their  literary  fame  in  a 
decorous  style  of  diflSdence.  But  I  confess,  that  I 
am  so  formed  by  nature  and  by  habit,  that. to 
restrain  the  effusion  of  delight,  on  having  ob- 
tained such  fame,  to  me  would  be  truly  painful. 
Why  then  should  I  suppress  it?  Why  "out  of 
the  abundance  of  the  heart  **  should  I  not  speak  ? 
Let  me  then  mention  with  a  warm,  but  no  in- 
solent exultation,  that  I  have  been  regaled  with 
spontaneous  praise  of  my  work  by  many  and 
various  persons,  eminent  for  their  rank,  learning, 
talents,  and  accomplishments;  much  of  which 
praise  I  have  under  their  hands  to  be  reposited  in 
my  archives  at  Auchinleck.  An  honourable  and 
reverend  friend  speaking  of  the  favourable  recep- 
tion of  my  volumes,  even  in  the  circles  of  fashion 
and  elegance,  said  to  me,  **  You  have  made  them  all 
talk  Johnson.**  Yes,  I  may  add,  I  have  Johnsonhed 
the  land ;  and  I  trust  they  will  not  only  talk  but 
think  Johnson. 

To  enumerate  those  to  whom  I  have  been  thus 
indebted  would  be  tediously  ostentatious.  I  can- 
not however  but  name  one,  whose  praise  is  truly 
valuable,  not  only  on  account  of  his  knowledge  and 
abilities,  but  on  account  of  the  magnificent,  yet 
dangerous  embassy,  in  which  he  is  now  employed, 
which  makes  every  thing  that  relates  to  him 
peculiarly  interesting.  Lord  Macartney  favoured 
me  with  his  own  copy  of  my  book,  with  a  number 
of  notes,  of  which  I  have  availed  myself.  On  the 
first  leaf  I  found,  in  his  lordship's  handwriting,  an 
inscription  of  such  high  commendation,  that  even 
I,  vain  as  I  am,  cannot  prevail  on  myself  to  pub- 
lish it 

J.   BOSWKLL. 
lit  July,  1793. 


MR.  MALONE'S  ADYERTISEMENTS. 


TO  THE  THnU)  EDmOK. 

Sbtkral  vstuable  letters,  and  other  curious  matter, 
baring  been  communicated  to  the  author  too  late 
to  be  arranged  in  that  chronological  order,  which 
he  had  endeavoured  unilbrmlj  to  obserre  in  his 
work,  he  was  obliged  to  in^oduce  them  in  his 
second  edition,  by  waj  of  Addenda,  as  com- 
roodiously  as  he  could.  In  the  present  edition 
they  have  been  distributed  in  their  proper  placesi 
In  revising  his  volumes  for  a  new  edition,  he  had 
pointed  out  where  some  of  these  materials  should 
be  inserted ;  but  unfortunately,  in  the  midst  of  his 
labours,  he  was  seized  with  a  fever,  of  which,  to  the 
great  regret  of  all  his  friends,  he  died  on  the  1 9th 
of  May,  1 7  95 J  All  the  notes  that  he  had  written 
in  the  margin  of  the  copy,  whioh  be  had  in  part 
revised,  are  here  faithfully  preserved;  and  a  few 
new  notes  have  been  added,  principally  by  some  of 
thow  friends  to  whom  the  author,  in  the  former 
editions,  acknowledged  his  obligations.  Those  sub- 
scribed with  the  letter  B.  were  communicated  by 
Dr.  Burner ;  those  to  which  the  letters  J.  B.  are 
annexed,  by  the  Uev.  J.  B.  Blake  way,  of  Shreurs- 
bury,  to  whom  Mr.  Bos  well  acknowledged  himself 
indebted  for  some  judicious  remarks  on  the  first 
edition  of  his  work ;  and  the  letters  J.  B  -.  O.  are 
annexed  to  some  remarks  fumished  by  the  author's 
second  son,  a  student  of  Brazen- Nose  College  in 
Oxford.  Some  valuable  observations  ware  com- 
municated by  James  Bindley,  Esq.,  first  commis- 
sioner in  the  Stamp-ofHce,  which  have  been 
acknowledged  in  their  proper  places.  For  all 
those  without  any  signature,  Mr.  Malone  is  an« 
swerable.  Every  new  remark,  not  written  by  the 
author,  for  the  sake  of  distinction  has  been  enclosed 
within  crotchets*;  in  one  instance,  however,  the 
printer,  by  mistake,  has  aflSxed  this  mark  to  a  note 
relative  to  the  Rev.  Thomas  Fysche  Palmer  (see 
vol.  iv.  p.  129.),  which  was  written  by  Mr.  Bos  well, 
and  therefore  ought  not  to  hav«  been  thus  dis- 
tinguished. 

I  have  only  to  add,  that  the  proof-sheets  of  the 
present  edition  not  having  passed  through  my  hands, 
I  am  not  answerable  for  any  typographical  errors 
that  may  be  found  in  it.  Having,  however,  been 
printed  at  the  very  accurate  press  of  Mr.  Baldwin, 
i  make  no  doubt  it  will  be  found  not  less  perfect 


than  the  former  edition ;  the  greatest  care  having 
been  taken,  by  eorreetness  and  el^^ee,  to  do  jus- 
tice to  one  of  the  most  inttraetiw  and  entertaining 
works  in  the  English  language. 

EoK.  Maioiff. 
(tth  April,  1799. 


TO  THE  FOURTH  EDIHON. 


»  In  I,ondoo,  at  No.  47.  Hrent  Portland  StrMt,  Oxford 
Strri^.at.d  w*«  burir<l  at  Aiuhtnlivk.  —  P.  Clf«f«lJ«iMAM. 

'  In  my  odttiont  Mr.  M.«lniie'».  *nd.  lnd««d,  every  onr'g 
th^rr  in  th«  n<>t^t,    U  dlittnKulibed  by  the  w filer 't  name 

'  Mr.  M-tlonr  putilithcd  a  fifth  editinn  in  IS07,  and  a  tUth 
In  I»«n  :  Mr.  Ch.ilinrrt  a  »rTriith  In  l>*ii\  anil  .iti  :iiii»irro<Mif 
editor  another,  lu  O&forJ.  in  HJ*!     Of  pubUcatiuas  tu  re> 


t 


Ik  this  edition  are  inserted  some  new  letters,  of  ■ 
which  the  greater  part  haa  been  obligingly  con- 
municated  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Vyae,  Rector  of  Lam- 
beth.    Those  written  by  Dr.  Johnson,  concemmg 
his  mother  in  her  laat  illness,  furnish  a  new  proof  , 
of  his  great  piety  and  tenderness  of  heart,  aoA   i 
therefore  cannot  but  be  acceptable  to  the  readers  of  , 
this  very  popular  work.     Some  new  notes  also  have 
been  added,  which,  as  well  as  the  observations  in-   i 
sertcd  in  the  third  edition,  and  the  letters  now 
introduced,  are  carefully  included  within  crotchets,   I 
that  the  author  may  not  be  answerable  for  sny 
thing  which  liad  not  the  sanction  of  his  appro-   | 
bation.     The  remarks  of  his  friends  are  distin- 
guished as  formerly,  except  those  of  Mr.  Malone, 
to  which  the  letter  M.  is  now  subjoined.     lliaM 
to  which  the  letter  K.  ia  affixed  ware  oommuni-   , 
nitcd  by  my  learned  friend,  the  ReT.  Dr.  Kearney, 
formerly  senior  Fellow  of  Trinity  College,  Dubliu, 
and  now  beneficed  in  the  diocese  of  lUtphiie,  to 
Ireland,  of  which  he  is  archdeaeon.  \ 

Of  a  work  which  haa  been  before  the  public  for  ; 
thirteen  years  with  increasing  approbation,  and  of 
which  near  four  thousand  copiea  have  bcHk  dis- 
persed, it  is  not  necessary  to  say  iDore;  yet  1 
cannot  refrain  from  adding,  that,  bi^y  aa  it  is  now 
estimated,  it  will,  I  am  confident,  be  still  more 
valued  by  posterity  a  century  hcnee,  when  all  tbe 
actors  in  tbe  scene  shall  be  numbered  with  the 
dead ;  when  the  exeellcnt  and  extraordinary  man, 
whose  wit  and  wisdom  are  bare  saooeded,  shall  be 
viewed  at  a  still  greater  distance;  and  tbe  instruct 
tion  and  entertatnmeot  they  affbiti  will  at  once 
produce  reverential  gratitude,  adnuration,  and 
delight.) 

£.  M. 

90th  June,  1804. 


cent,  the  editor  would  not  have  felt  jaitl6cd  In  makinc  M 
unpermittetl  um>  ;  but  in  fact  there  was  little  to  t>c  IxirrovM 
from  any  of  thrrn,  except  that  of  Mr.  Chalmerft ;  and  b:s 
littrralltjr.  by  pointtng  out  such  of  the  orixinAl  •nurrrt  --4 
iDlormntinii  at  ihi>  editor  had  not  himteU  prrvfouklv  dit- 
roTrrcti,  hai  enabled  him  to  ennrh  his  ropy  Mllh  all  tiie  in* 
lurinatian  which  Mr.  Chalmers  could  afford.  — C  to  as*. 


THB 


LIFE  OF  SAMUEL  JOHNSON,  LL.D. 


CHAPTER  L 
170»— 1716. 

htnhetioa."^Jckn90iC$  Birth  and  Parentage, —  He  inherits  from  hie  Father  **  a  vile  melancholy.** —  Hit 
jUeont  ttftkt  Membere  of  hit  Family. —  Traditional  Stories  of  his  Precocity. —  Tahen  to  London  to  be 
taoehtdVy  Qmeen  Awufor  the  SerofmUs. 


To  write  the  life  of  him  who  excelled  all  man- 
tind  in  vriting  the  lives  of  others,  and  who, 
vhetber  we  consider  his  extraordinary  endow- 
(nestSf  or  his  Tarious  works,  has  been  equalled 
bf  Ter  in  anj  age,  is  an  arduous,  and  may  be 

'  nckooed  in  me  a  presumptuous  task. 

Hsd  Dr.  Johnson  written  his  own  Life,  in 
nr«f^innity  with  the  opinion  which  he  has 
p^ifi,  that  eveiT  man*s  life  may  be  best 
ni;teo  hy  himself',  had  he  employed  in  the 
pr«^«nration  of  hia  own  history,  that  clearness 
l^'&tfntioQ  and  elegance  of  language  in  which 

(  le  hu  embalmed  so  many  eminent  persons,  the 
vorid  woald  probably  have  had  the  most 
p^ect  example  of  biography  that  was  ever 
^ijiibited.  But  although  he  at  different  times, 
n  &  dciiiltory  manner,  committed  to  writing 
xsQT  particulars  of  the  progress  of  his  mind 
*s.\  furtones,  he  never  had  persevering  dili- 
yut  enough  to  form  them  into  a  regular 
-vipontaoo.  Of  these  memorials  a  few  liave 
'"^9  preserved ;  but  the  greater  part  was  con- 
"tj^ai  by  him  to  the  flames,  a  few  days  before 

tivdeadL 
A%  1  had  the  honour  and  happiness  of  enjoy- 

-  <;  his  (nendship  ibr  upwards  of  twentv  years ; 
«f  1  fisd  the  scoeme  of  writing  his  life  con* 
'*  -fitly  ia  view ;  as  be  was  well  apprised  of  this 

•'■  i*m«tanoe,  and  from  time  to  time  oblip:ing1y 
'1'  •6r<i  my  inqniries,  bv  communicating  to  roe 
'^>  isriiieots  of  bis  early  years ;  as  I  acquired 
» iMU.tj  in  recollecting,  and  was  very  assi- 
:^w  in  recording  his  conversation,  of  which 
***  •ntnordinary  rigour  and  vivacity  consti- 
'  '-^  OM!  of  the  first  features  of  his  character ; 

•  .  an  I  have  spared  no  pains  in  obtaining 

-  fniAs  concerning  him,  from  every  quarter 

*  -^-  f  could  discover  that  they  were  to  be 
'  i^i,  lad  hare  been  favoured  with  the  most 


t(W.  Vft  M.    **  TiMMe  rrtatioas  iifc  eommonlf  of  most 

*   -•  v^fceli  ihe  vrftrr  telU  his  own  1(017."— Bos  wbll. 

7^  msrtMK  peat  ot  thU  book  was  wrlttrn  whtle  Sir  John 

"•■  *t  «a«  «Nf  e ;  aod  I  avow,  that  one  object  of  mv  stric- 

^^  to  sua#  htaa  farl  son*  eompunctton  for  his  illiberal 

"--iww  of  Dr  JofanaoB.    Since  his  decease,  I  have  sup- 

of  mw  r«aiar1u  upon  his  work.    But  though  I 

war  w<a  tbe  d«ad  '*  nfiemsivtly,  1  think  it  neces- 

^mee  oi  my  illostrloaa  friend,  which 

opoD  a  writer 


>«  v< 


liberal  communications  by  his  friends ;  I  flatter 
myself  that  few  bio^phers  have  entered  upon 
such  a  work  as  this,  with  more  advanta£;es; 
independent  of  literary  abilities,  in  which  I  am 
not  vain  enough  to  compare  myself  with  some 
great  names  who  have  gone  before  me  in  this 
kind  of  writing. 

Since  my  work  was  announced,  several  Lives 
and  Memoirs  of  Dr.  Johnson  have  been  pub- 
Ibhed,  the  most  voluminous  of  which  is  one 
compiled  for  the  booksellers  of  London,  by 
Sir  John  Hawkins,  Knight',  a  man  whom, 
during  my  long  intimacy  with  Dr.  Johnson,  I 
never  saw  in  his  company,  I  think,  but  once, 
and  I  am  sure  not  above  twice.  Johnson  might 
have  esteemed  him  for  his  decent  religious 
demeanour,  and  his  knowledge  of  books  and 
literary  history  ;  but,  from  the  rigid  formality 
of  his  manners,  it  is  evident  that  they  never 
could  have  lived  together  with  companion- 
able ease  and  familiarity;  nor  had  Sir  John 
Hawkins  that  nice  perception  which  was 
necessary  to  mark  the  finer  and  less  obvious 
parts  of  Johnson's  character.  His  being  ap- 
pointed one  of  his  executors  gave  him  on 
opportunity  of  taking  possession  of  such  frag- 
ments of  a  diary  and  otner  papers  as  were  left ; 
of  which,  before  delivering  them  up  to  the 
residuary  legatee,  whose  property  they  were, 
he  endeavoured  to  extract  the  substance.  In 
this  he  has  not  been  very  successful,  as  I  have 
found  upon  a  perusal  of  those  papers,  which 
have  been  since  transferred  to  me.  Sir  John 
Hawkins's  ponderous  labours,  I  must  acknow- 
ledge, exhibit  ^  farrago^  of  which  a  considerable 
portion  is  not  devoid  of  entertainment  to  Hhe 
lovers  of  literary  gossiping;  but  besides  its 
being  swelled  out  with  long  unnecessary  ex- 
tracts from  various  works,  (even  one  of  several 

who  hat  sreatljr  Injured  hln.  Let  me  add,  that  though  I 
doubt  I  should  not  hare  been  vcrj  prompt  to  gratify  Sir 
John  Hawkins  with  any  compliment  in  his  lifetime.  I  do  now 
frankly  acknowledge,  that,  in  my  opinion,  his  Toluroe.  how- 
ever Inadeauate  and  Improper  as  a  life  of  Dr.  Johnson,  and 
however  discredited  bw  unpardonable  inaccuracies  in  other 
respects,  coiuains  a  collection  of  curious  anecdotes  and  ob- 
servations, which  few  men  but  Its  author  could  have  brought 
together. — BoewBLi.  I  will  here  observe,  once  for  all,  that 
Mr.  BocweU  Is  haMtually  uqjost  to  Sir  J.  Hawkins,  whoie  Life 


BOSWELL'S  LIFE  OF  JOHNSOX  1709, 


leaTes  from  09bome*8  Harlcian  Catalogue,  and  letters,  or  conTcrsation,bein^conTiziced  that  this 
those  not  compiled  by  Johnson,  but  by  Oldjs,)  mode  is  more  lively,  and  will  make  my  readers 
a  Terr  small  part  of  it  relates  to  the  person  better  acquainted  with  him,  than  even  most  of 
who  IS  the  subject  of  the  book;  and,  in  that,  '  those  were  who  actually  knew  him — but  could 
there  is  such  an  inaccuracy  in  the  statement  of  know  him  only  partially  ;  whereas  there  is  here 
factA,  as  in  90  solemn  an  author  is  hardly  ex-  ;  an  accumulation  of  intelligence  from  Tarious 
cusable,  and  certainly  makes  his  narrative  very  «  points,  by  which  hia  character  ia  more  fully 
un«atiafaciory.  But  what  is  still  worse,  there  understood  and  illustrated, 
is  throu'jhout  the  whole  of  it  a  dark  unchari-  Indeetl,  I  cannot  conceive  a  more  perfect 
table  ca^t,  by  which  the  most  unfavourable  mode  of  writing  any  man*s  life,  than  not  only 
construction  is  i)ut  upon  almost  every  circum-  j  relating  all  the  most  important  events  of  it  in 
stance  in   the  character  and  conduct  of  my  |  their  order,  but  interweaving  what  he  pri- 


illustrious  friend ;  who,  I  trust,  will,  by  a  true 
and  fair  delineation,  be  vindicated  both  from 
the  injurious  misrepresentations  of  this  author, 
and  from  the  slighter  aspersions  of  a  lady  who 


vatc'Iy  wrote,  and  said,  and  thought ;  by  which 
mankind  are  enabled  as  it  were  to  see  him  live, 
and  to  "  live  o*er  each  scene  "  with  him,  as  he 
actually  advanced  through  the  several  stages  of 


once  lived  in  great  intimacy  with  him.  I  his  life.    Had  his  other  friends  been  as  diligent 


There  is,  in  the  British  Museum,  a  letter  and  ardent  as  I  was,  he  might  have  been  almost 
frcrni  Bishop  Warbnrton  to  Dr.  Birch,  on  the  entirely  preserved.  As  it  is,  I  will  venture 
subject  of  biography,  which,  though  I  am  to  say,  that  he  will  be  seen  in  this  work  more 
aware  it  may  expose  me  to  a  charge  of  artfully  ,  completely  than  any  man  who  has  ever  yet 
raising  the  value  of  my  own  work,  by  con-    lived- 

trasting  it  with  that  of  which  I  have  spoken,  And  he  will  be  seen  as  he  really  was ;  for  I 
is  so  well  conceived  and  expressed,  that  I  profess  to  wtite  not  his  panegyric,  which  most 
cannot  refrain  from  here  inserting  it: —  1  oe  all  praise,  but  his  ufe;   which,  great  and 

- 1  shall  endeavour."  tays  Dr.  Warburton,  -to  ,  P^'  J"  ^®  ^^  "?»*  not  be  supposed  to  be 
gire  you  what  satiifaction  I  ean  in  any  thing  you  entirely  perfect.  To  be  as  he  was,  is  mdecd 
want  to  be  ntufied  in  any  subject  of  Milton,  and  subject  of  panegyric  enough  to  any  man  in  this 
am  extremely  giad  you  intend  to  write  his  life,  state  of  being ;  but  in  every  picture  there 
Almost  all  the  life-writers  we  have  had  before  '  should  be  shade  as  wcU  as  light ;  and  when  I 
Tolandand  Detmaiseaux are  indeed  strange  imipid  delineate  him  without  reserve,  I  do  what  ho 
crcaturei ;  and  yet  I  had  rather  read  the  worst  of    himself  recommended,  both  by  hb  precept  and 


them,  than  be  obliged  to  go  through  with  t!iis  of    his  example  :  — 

Milton*t,  or  the  oUicr's  life  of  Boilcau,  where  there  |      «  jr  ♦!,    k* 

is  such  a  dull,  heavy  succt-s-sion  of  long  quoUtions  ,    ,  ,     ^?^^V 

^    ..  .  .         .  '  *u  *    'i.  ^  L--    *i.  •  Jeoffo,  and  makes  r 

of   dmntercstine   passafe^   that   it    makes    their  ..   "    .     ,  ,_  u-     •  *      _^  u-    *        u- 

.u  J        *  L.  u  »  .i.«  »<..K^«  •-*.«!    -  there  »  danger  lest  his  mterest,  his  fear,  hw  frrati. 

method  quite  nauseous,     liut  the  verbose,  tasteless  ^    ,  .  •  ^*     j  i.-    j»j  i*.* 


biographer  writes  from  personal  know. 


FrenchnL  «em.  to  lay  it  down  »  .  principle.  .*""***.?r.  ■"!  *^'^^'>''"Vo^r  »»»  BdeUty.  «,d 

that  t,trj  life  mutt  be  .  book.  .nd.  what".  wor«^  '^P*  'T.^'^T*'  1"?  'I^.'^k^  ^TZ  Y* 

it  prore.  .  book  without  .  life ;  for  wh.t  do  we  '"»"?»'«»  ♦^"i'  ?*  •"•^, "^ P'-r  *?  *"^^ «^  *"•'»- 

kn^w  of  Boilfu,  .fter  .11  bU  tedious  stuff?     You  ?'  '"''"'«•«'  ?"  u*"5  *"  "^  ""^  V^f"  "*» 

.re  th.  only  one  (.nd  I  .pck  it  without  .  eon,-  '""7''  '""f  '*/  '^"^•^*'f"'  Z'  ^"*^"* 

plimeot)  tt..t  by  the  »igour  of  your  tylo  .nd  "«''•  f"""  f  '^^^^l  "iorned  with  umfcrm 

l^ntiment^  ud  ihe  re.1  imporfnie  of  yiur  n,.-  P«»^'c.  •««.  i>ot  to  be  known  from  oot  .ooiker 

teriid^  h.T.  the  .rt  (which  ioe  would  iiLgine  no  •"■*  '*''  "*?»"?  "«*  '^  V^'^TTT^       ^*l 

.a  L  •      j%    tf    jA-  .    .  me  lemcrober.   •■▼•  Hue.  *wb«n  I  and  nvevlf 

one  could  h«»e  mi«cd)  of  wldinc  ■crecmentt  to  .    ,.".  .      ./       '.    .    ,  ^.   ."r       .n.  "•?"" 

the  mot  »p,»bU  ..bjcct  in  the  w«ld.  which  »  "^^"f  •<•  P^'^  '  «™«"|^  «■•»  «»«•  »  ^^'»* 

li«ei«i7hb^ry.-No».!l4.  1737.-«  '  **  ''    ^' ^  .^  5°"?  .1      ';»•»*• '•S^J-**^ 

'  '  memory  of  the  dead,  there  is  yet  more  respect  to 


Instead  of  melting  down  my  materials  into 
one  mass,  and  constantly  speaking  in  my  own 
person,  by  which  I  might  have  appeared  to 
have  more  merit  in  the  execution  or  the  work, 


I 


I  have  resolved  to  adopt  and  enlarge  u|)on  the  ,  Johnson*s  Conversation;  whicn  is  universally 
excellent  plan  of  Mr.  Mason,  in  his  Memoirs  ,  acknowledged  to  have  been  eminently  instrut.*^ 
of  Gray.  Wherever  narrative  is  neci-ssary  to  ,  tivc  and  entertaining;  and  of  which  the  spet*!- 
explain,  conne(*t,  and  supply,  I  furnish  it  to  the  .  mens  that  I  have  given  upon  a  former  occasion  ^ 
best  of  my  abilities  ;  but  in  the  chronological  |  have  been  received  with  so  much  ipprobation, 
series  of  Johnson's  life,  wliich  I  trace  as  dis-  |  that  I  have  good  grounds  for  (apposing  tliiiit 
ttnctiy  as  I  cjin,  year  by  year,  I  produce,  \  the  world  will  not  be  indifferent  to  more  ani|>!o 
wherever  it  is  in  my  power,  his  own  minutes,  j  communications  of  a  similar  nature. 


be  paid  to  knowledge,  to  virtue,  and  to  truth.* — 
lUmbler,  No.  6a  • 

What  I  consider  as  the  peculiar  value  of  thc^      ; 
following  work,  is  the  quantity  it  contains  oi" 


I 

or  Jobaa«m(p«ii»lt*l»«^  In  17«)7>f§bf  no  miNiniM  inaccnrato  i      i  Brit.  Min.  OSO.     AfiCMi^h's  Catal.  tlotae    MSS 

or  uoMtUfAfCnrj  a»  ix*  ini»r«f>rF«rn(»  it.    Ilr  t«fTowr<l  Urcrlr      D<miw  llu 

It.  «tul  It  coi.u.iu  m  #rpai  d'sil  of  JoUotninaD  lift*  « It  >  h  <  In  tho  "  J  'mmal  >Ja  Tomr  m  tht  HtbHde9  ;  "  •eparaftr-*  • 


Mr.  BosvfU  had  DoC  tfaa  opportunity  uC  Mciag.     Mr  John      r-^l>->*t>*'«l  >(•  17'^-'^<  >a'^  «tiuh  I  have  locorpoffaud  and«v  xx, 
#id  la  17tt.—  Caoasa.  I  pru(M:r  du«  to  the  gravrikl  "  L\ft «/  J»km9m,  "^Cao«.a»« 
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I      Hut  the  conTersation  of  a  celebrated  man, 
I  if  bk  ulents  liave  been  exerted  in  conversation, 
'.  will  best  displaj  his  character,  is,  I  trust,  too 
weH  estabLUhed  in  the  judgment  of  mankind, 
to  be  at  all  shaken  by  a  sneering  observation 
of  Mr.  Mason,  in  his  Memoirs  of  Mr.  William 
l?]utebead»  in  which  there  is  literally  no  Life, 
hex  a  mere  dry  narrative  of  facts.    I  do  not 
tfatnk  it  was  quite  necessary  to  attempt  a  de- 
preeiatioti  of  what  is  universally  esteemed,  be- 
,  euae  it  was  not  to  be  found  in  the  immediate 
object  of  the  ingenious  writer*s  pen ;  for,  in 
truth,  from  a  man  so  still  and  so  tame  as  to 
'  be  contented  to  pass  many  years  as  the  do- 
mestic companion  of  a  superannuated  lord  and 
,  lady  \  conTersation  could  no  more  be  expected, 
than  from  a  Chinese  mandarin  on  a  chimney- 
piece,  or  the  fantastic  figures  on  a  gilt  leather 
•creeiL 

If  authority  be  required,  let  us  appeal  to 

Plutarch,  the  prince  oi  ancient  biographers: — 

GvTf  ral^  in^vtmnrais  xpa^ai  trdvrtaQ  ivftrri 

'   c^iKMtng  af»T^i   ^   Kcuciag,  dXXd   vpayfia  fipax^ 

lT0(9«f y  /mXXov  ^  It^X^  /ivpioveKpoif  rrapaTalftg 
ai  fuytirraif  Kal  voXiopKia  voXfwv  : — "  Nor  is  it 
{  always  in  the  most  distinguished  achievements 
I  tiiat  men*s  virtues  or  vices  may  be  best  dis- 
cerned ;  but  very  often  an  action  of  small  note, 
.  a  short  saying,  or  a  jest,  shall  distinguish  a 
person^a  real  character  more  than  the  greatest 
si^es,  or  the  most  important  battles."  ^ 

To  this  may  be  added  the  sentiments  of  the 
TiST^  man  whose  life  I  am  about  to  exhibit :  — 

*  TSie  baaneas  of  the  biographer  is  often  to  pass 
di^aij  over  tfaoae  perfoimances  and  incidents 
w&A  pvodnee  vulgar  graatnesa,  to  lead  the  thoughts 
otto  dotnestie  privacies,  and  display  the  minute 
deuSs  «€  daily  life,  where  exterior  appendages  are 
east  aside,  and  men  excel  caeb  other  oirly  by 
pradeaea  and  by  virtue.  The  aoconnt  of  Tbuanus 
i&.  with  great  propriety,  said  by  its  anther  to  have 
been  wrilten»  that  it  might  lay  open  to  posterity 
the  priwate  and  lamiliar  character  of  that  man, 
at  et  candorem  ex  tpttat  mriptit  want 
wuraiurit — whose  candour  and  genius 
,  ta  ihm  cod  of  time,  be  by  his  writings  preserved 


many  invisible  drcamstanoes,  which, 
read  as  enquirers  after  natural  or  moral 
riedge,  whether  we  intend  to  enlarge  our  science 
ar  foereaae  o<ar  virtue,  are  more  important  than 
pubUe  occmiencca.  Thus,  Sallust,  the  great  master 
tf  aatiare,  has  not  fingot,  in  his  account  of  Catiline, 
to  igiuaii,  that  bis  walk  was  now  quiek,  and  again 
mn.  iadieatiwi  of  a  mind  revolving  with 
nmncition.  Tbas  the  story  of  Melancthon 
striking  lecture  on  the  value  of  time,  by 
that  when  he  had  made  an  appoint- 
be  expected  not  only  the  hour,  but  the  minute 
to  be  fixed,  that  the  day  might  not  run  out  in  the 

and  aU  the  plana  and  enter- 


WliftrbMd  Iiv«d  with  WilUam,  thirfl  Earl  of 

Umm  BgvrtOD,  hU  oountMS. —  Weioht. 

's  IMe  eft  AlKUUDuler  ;  Luighorae'i  iraatlation. 

a  Spanish  rabbi,  who  died  In  1240.    One 


t 


prises  of  De  Witt  are  now  of  less  importance  to  the 
world,  than  that  part  of  his  personal  eharaeter, 
which  represents  him  as  eareful  of  his  health,  and 
negligent  of  his  life. 

«*  But  biography  has  often  been  allotted  to 
writers  who  seem  very  little  acquainted  with  the 
nature  of  their  task,  or  very  negligent  about  the 
performance.  They  rarely  afibrd  any  other  acoount 
than  might  be  collected  from  public  papers,  but 
imagine  themselves  writing  a  life^  when  they  exhibit 
a  chronological  series  of  actions  or  preferments ; 
and  have  so  little  regard  to  the  manners  or  behaviour 
of  their  heroes,  that  more  knowledge  may  be  gained 
of  a  man's  real  character  by  a  short  conversation 
with  one  of  his  servants  than  from  a  formal  and 
studied  narrative,  begun  with  his  pedigree  and 
ended  with  his  funeral. 

"  There  are,  indeed,  some  natural  reasons  why 
these  narratives  are  often  written  by  such  as  were 
not  likely  to  give  much  instruction  or  delight,  and 
why  most  accounts  of  particular  persons  are  barren 
and  useless.  If  a  life  be  delayed  till  interest  andenvy 
are  at  an  end,  we  may  hope  for  impartiality,  but 
most  expect  little  intelligence;  for  the  incidents 
which  give  excellence  to  biography  are  of  a  volatile 
and  evanescent  kind,  such  as  soon  escape  the 
memory,  and  are  rarely  transmitted  by  tradition. 
We  know  how  few  can  pourtray  a  living  acquaintance, 
except  by  his  most  prominent  and  observable  par- 
ticularities,  and  the  grosser  features  of  hia  mind ; 
and  it  may  be  easily  imagined  how  much  of  this 
little  knowledge  may  be  lost  in  imparting  it,  and 
how  soon  a  succession  of  copies  will  lose  all  resem- 
blance of  the  original."     [Rambler,  No.  60.] 

I  am  fully  aware  of  the  objections  which  may 
be  mode  to  the  minuteness,  on  some  occasions, 
of  my  detail  of  Johnson's  conversation,  and 
how  happily  it  is  adapted  for  the  petty  exercise 
of  ridicule,  by  men  of  superficial  understanding, 
and  ludicrous  fancy;  but  I  remain  firm  and 
confident  in  my  opinion,  that  minute  particulars 
are  frequently  characteristic,  and  always  amus- 
ing, when  they  relate  to  a  distinguished  man. 
I  am  therefore  exceedingly  unwilling  that 
any  thing,  however  slight^  which  my  illustrious 
friend  thought  it  worth  his  while  to  express, 
with  any  degree  of  point,  should  perish.  For 
this  ahnost  superstitions  reverence,  I  have 
found  very  old  and  venerable  authority,  quoted 
by  our  great  modem  prelate.  Seeker,  in  whose 
tenth  sermon  there  is  the  following  passage: — 
"  Rabbi  David  Kimohi  ',  a  noted  Jewish  com- 
mentator, who  lived  about  five  hundred  years  ago, 
explains  that  passage  in  the  first  psalm,  *  His  leaf 
also  shall  not  wither,*  from  rabbins  yet  older 
than  himseU;  thus:  —  That  'even  the  idle  talk,' 
so  he  expresses  it,  *of  a  good  man  ought  to  be 
regarded ;  *  the  most  superfluous  things,  he  saith, 
ore  always  of  some  value.  And  other  ancient 
authora  have  the  same  phrase  nearly  in  the  aame 


Of  one  thing  I  am  certun,  that,  considering 
how  highly  the  small  portion  which  we  have  of 

wonders  that  Seeker's  good  seiMe  shoald  hare  eotideBoended 
to  quote  thi»  Air-fetched  and  futile  interpretation  of  the 
•imple  and  tieautifal  metaphor  by  whteh  the  PsalmUt  illiu- 
tratei  the  protperlty  of  the  righteous  maa.  —  Caoaaa. 
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the  Ubie-talk,  and  other  anecdotes,  of  our 
celebrated  writers  is  valued,  and  how  earnestly 
it  is  regretted  that  we  have  not  more,  I  am 
justified  in  preserving  rather  too  many  of 
Johnson's  sayings,  than  too  few ;  especially  as, 
from  the  diversity  of  dispositions,  it  cannot 
be  known  with  certainty  beforehand,  whether 
what  may  seem  trifling  to  some,  and  perhaps 
to  Uie  collector  himself,  may  not  be  most 
agreeable  to  many;  and  the  greater  number 
t£at  an  autiior  can  please  in  any  degree,  the 
more  pleasure  does  there  arise  to  a  benevolent 
mind. 

To  those  who  are  weak  enough  to  think  this 
a  degrading  task,  and  the  time  and  labour  which 
have  been  devoted  to  it  misemployed,  I  shall 
content  myself  with  opposing  the  authority  of 
the  greatest  man  of  any  age,  Julius  Csraar,  of 
whom  Bacon  observes,  that  '^in  his  book  of 
apophthegms  which  he  collected,  we  see  that  he 
esteemed  it  more  honour  to  make  himself  but 
a  pair  of  tables,  to  take  the  wise  and  pi  thv  words 
or  others,  than  to  have  every  word  of  his  own 
to  be  made  an  apophthegm  or  an  oracle." 
[Advancement  of  Learning,  Book  I.] 

Having  said  thus  much  by  way  of  Introduc- 
tion, I  commit  the  following  pages  to  the 
candour  of  the  public. 


Samubl  Joh2C802C  ^  was  bom  at  Lichfield,  in 
Staffordshire,  on  the  18th  of  September,  K.S. 
1709;    and  his  initiation  into  the  Christian 


1  He  d4>riTfd.  no  doubt,  bit  cbiirtian  nun«  from  hli  god- 
fmther.  Doctor  Samuel  Swinfrn,  e  itenlleman  of  landed  pro- 
perty In  the  nciithbourbuod  of  Lichfield,  vho  happened  to 
lodge  tn  Mtcbafi  Johnion't  boiue  at  the  time  of  the  birth  of 
tbe  chilli.  In  whose  welfare  he  teemi  ever  after  to  have  taken 
A  livrlj  interrit.  Thit,  and  tome  other  circumttancet  ftubte- 
qoently  mentioned,  1  have  found,  tince  mjr  first  edition.  In  a 
■mall  volume  entitled  "  Memonrt  qf  the  Lifr  amd  Wrtting$  qf 
Dr.  Jokruon,"  published  In  ITHS,  anoiiTmously ;  but  the  writer 
teems  to  have  received  Information  from  Dr.  Swlnfen's 
daucbter,  Mrs.  Desmoulms,  and  Johnson's  earlj  friend.  Mr. 
Elphlnstone.  Dr.  Swinfen  took  a  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medi- 
cine from  Pembroke  CoileKe.  In  1711.  and  attained  consider* 
able  eminence  in  his  profession — Crokeb. 

•  The  title  GenilemM  had  still,  in  1709.  some  degree  of  its 
original  meaning,  and  as  Mr.  Johnson  served  tbe  office  of 
•heriff  of  Lich field  in  that  ^ear,  he  seems  to  hare  been  in  some 
measure  entitled  to  It.  The  Dort<ir,  at  his  entry  on  tbe 
bookt  of  Pembroke  eollege,  and  at  his  matrtculation,  desig- 
nated himself  ujiiius  gmerort.  There  seems,  however,  con- 
sMeraMe  ditficult*  tn  arriving  at  a  satisUctory  opinion  as  to 
Michael  Johnson  s  real  condition  and  circumstance*.  That 
In  the  latter  years  of  his  life  be  was  poor,  is  certain ;  and  Dr. 
John  ion  (in  the  **  Acammt  qf  kit  enrly  L^e,"  see  Appendix 
Ko.  I.)  not  only  admits  tbe  general  fact  of poperty,  but  gives 
several  instances  of  what  may  be  cail«<d  imdigmce  :  yet,  on 
tbe  other  hand,  there  is  evidence  that  for  near  fifty  year*  he 
ocrapied  a  resf»ectable  rank  amongst  his  fellow -citt sens,  and 
appears  m  the  annals  of  Lichfield  on  occAsioos  not  bespesiking 

C>«erty.  In  l(iH7.  a  subscriptloo  for  recasting  the  cathedral 
AU  «a«  set  on  foot,  headed  by  the  bishop,  dean,  kc,  aided 
Sihe  n*>ttrhbouring  geotry :  MirhaH  JohnMxi's  name  stands 
r  tweHih  tn  tbe  list  i  and  his  contribution,  though  only  lUs.. 
was  not  comparatively  contemptible;  for  no  one,  except  the 
bishop  aiKl  deui.  gave  so  much  as  \0t.  Baronets  and  knights 
(ave  a  guinea  or  two,  and  tbe  great  body  of  the  contributors 

fave  lest  than  Johnson.  (Hmruood's  Ltckfu-id,  p.  G9.)  In 
GM.  we  find  him  tyurying  tn  the  cathedral,  and  placing  a  mar- 
ble stone  over  a  young  woman  In  wboee  fate  be  was  tni«*re«ted. 
Hts  h<mfte,  a  hao^lsume  one,  anil  in  one  of  tbe  t>e«t  situations 
fai  the  town,  was  hi »  own  freehold  :  and  he  appears  to  have 
addcO  to  it.  for  we  find  In  the  t>ouks  of  tbe  corporation  the 
following  enrry:  **  1701.  Juir  M.  Agreed,  that  Mr.  Michael 
Jotinion.  ttoolisellrr.  htve  a  l«mse  of  his  encrcMchmeot  of  his 
bouse  tu  Sadler's  Street,  lor  forty  j^tu%^  at  Is.  Cd.  per  an." 


church  was  not  delayed;   for  his  baptism  is 
recorded,  in  the  register  of  St.  Mary's  parish 
in  that  city,  to  have  been  performed  on  the 
day  of  his  birth :  his  father  is  there  styled 
Gendeman^  a  circumstance  of  which  an  igno- 
rant panegyrist  has  praised  him  for  not  being 
proua;  when  the  truth  is,  that  the  appellation 
of  Gentleman,  though  now  lost  in  the  indis- 
criminate assumption  oCEsqmre^  was  commonly 
taken  by  those  who  could  not  boast  of  gentilitj.' 
His  father  was  Michael  Johnson,  a  native  of 
Derbyshire,  of  obscure  extraction,  who  settled 
in  Lichfield  as  a  bookseller  and  stationer.    His 
mother  was  Sarah  Ford,  descended  of  an  ancient 
race  of  substantial  yeomanry  in  Warwickshire. 
They  were  well  advanced  in  years  when  they 
married,  and  never  had  more  than  two  children, 
both  sons ;  Samuel,  their  first-born,  who  lived 
to  be  the  illustrious  character  whose  variow 
excellence  I  am  to  endeavour  to  record,  and 
Nathanael,  who  died  in  his  twenty-fiflh  year. 
Mr.  Michael  Johnson  was  a  man  of  a  large 
and  robust  body,  and  of  a  strong  and  active 
mind ;  yet,  as  in  the  most  solid  rucks  veins  of 
unsound  substance  are  often  discovered,  th«»re 
was  in  him  a  mixture  of  that  disease,  the  nature 
of  which  eludes  the   most    minute  en<]uirT, 
though  the  effects  are  well   known  to  he  a 
weariness  of  life,  and  unconcern  about  th(>!*e 
things  which  agitate  the  greater  part  of  man- 
kind, and  a  general  sensation  of  gloomy  wr<»trh-  ' 
edncss.     From   him,  then,  his    son   inhcrit«Ml 
with  some  other  qualities,  ^*  a  vile  melancholy 


And  this  lease,  at  the  expiration  of  the  forty  rearv.  was  re- 
newed to  the  Doctor  as  a  murk  of  the  restH*ct  iif  hi*  U^  '•• 
citixens.     In  17U9,  Michael  Johnvon  lerved  the  office  or  >^  * "  f 
or  the  county  of  the  city  of  Liehtield.     Nor  Is  it  any  <l.-r  -rs- 
Hon  from  the  respectability  of  a  county-town  tradrtmn  "  < 
he  should  let  part  of  his  home  In  lodgings  to  the  pr:'><-    *! 
physician  of  the  city.     In  171H,  he  was  elected  Junior  I  a    rf. 
and  in  17^5,  s-  nior  bailiff,  or  chief  magistrate.    'J'hui  reop^  >• 
and  apparently  thriving  In  LichHeld.  thr  followini;  exf-'t 
a  letter,  written  by  the  R^v.  George  Plaxton,  chapltm  t- 
Lord  Gower.  will  show   the  high  CktimatioD  in   «hti-t   ** 
was  held  in  the  neighbouring  coiintrr :    ••  Trrntii-T    "' 
Peter's  day,  1716.    Johnson,  the  Lichtfeld  Ubrari.in.  is  n   • 
here;  he    propagates  learning  all    over   this  dKic**'.   « 
•dvanceth  knowledge  to  its  just  height ;  all   the  cUrgr  h< 
are   his   pupils,  and   suck   hII   they    h^ve  from  htm  ;    \   • 
cannot    make  a  warrant   without    his    precedmt.  nor    ••  ' 

iuondam  John  Evans  draw  a  recogniaanre  stwr  d  trfl'  w 
tichaeli*.*'  (Gentleman's  Msgaxine.  Ortober.  IT'«1  ■  I'J* 
on  the  whole  it  seems  prubat>lt'  that  the  growlnir  «t|'<'  ■< 
of  a  familv,  and  losses  in  trade,  had  to  his  l.%t'fr  .  i-i 
reduced  .Mr.  Juhn»on,  frum  the  state  of  compel <  n«-«  v>  •) 
he  had  before  i'l^oyed,  to  very  narrow  ctrruravtam « ■>  - 
CaoKiB. 

*  Se*  poii,  September  16. 1773.  —  Boawni..  MU*  StvarJ 
who  latterly  showed  a  great  deal  of  malevolence  t  >*  •  d 
Johnson,  delighted  to  repeat  a  story  that  one  of  H*  <  tH 
had  suffered  the  last  penalty  of  the  law.  **  Sb«irtU  i(U 
Mr.  Porter's  deuth,  Johnson  asked  hU  mother's  ru.  «•  ..t  I 
marry  the  old  widow.  Ailerex^ireasltig  fafr  Aurprt*>i  •(  a  r< 
quest  so  extraordinary  ~ '  Ko,  Sam.  my  villing  r(Mi»<  i  t  ff 
will  never  have  to  so  prepostrroua  an  unum.  You  i'«  ■ 
twenty-five,  and  she  Is  turned  fiftr.  If  the  had  ant  pt«i  v  ui 
this  req«.e»t  had  never  been  made  to  me.  M  here  >r-  « 
meAns  of  subsistence?  Porter  baa  dlrd  pt>or.  tn  com  <  e^ 
of  bis  wile's  expensive  habits.  Yuu  have  grvat  til>  t>  I 
as  yet  have  turned  them  into  tK>  pri»fliAt>le  ch-tn  *l 
•  Mother.  1  have  not  deceived  Mra.  Porter  ;  I  have  t  v'  i 
the  worst  of  me  ;  that  I  am  of  mean  extraction  •  that  1  M 
no  money  ;  and  th4t  I  bare  bad  mm  mmcie  hmtfrd  '  ^i**! 
plied.  '  that  she  valued  no  one  more  or  leaa  for  his  d-^^W 
that  she  had  no  more  money  thait  myself;  ax»d  lUx*  ti.-4 
she  ha<l  not  had  a  relation  hanged,  ehc*  had*fttfty  «h  *  ilr.  ^ 
hanging.'"  (J«'«rd-si>#l«rf.  wol.  I.  p.  45.)  thu^^* 
waa  fives  to  Mr.BoeweU,  who.  mm  MIm  Seward  coaii  I 
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vbich,  in  bia  too  strong  expression  of  any  dis- 
tmUnce  of  the  mind,  ^*  made  him  mad  all  his 
life,  It  least  not  sober.**  ^     Michael  was,  how- 
erer,  forced  hj  the  narrowness  of  his  circum- 
stsfices  to  be  very  diligent  in  business,  not  only 
m  2u9  shop,  but  by  occasionally  resorting  to 
sefenl  towns  in  the  neighbourhood,  some  of 
I  which  were  at  a  considerable  distance  from 
I  Lichfidd.     At  that  time  booksellers*  shops  in 
;  the  provincial   towns  of  England  were  very 
j  rare,  so  that  there  was  not  one  even  in  Bir- 
mingh^iTi,  in  which  town  old  Mr.  Johnson  used 
'  to  open  a  shop  every  market-day.    He  was  a 
'  pretty  good  Latin  scholar,  and  a  citizen  so 
creditame  as  to  be  made  one  of  the  magistrates 
i   of  Lichfield ;  and,  being  a  man  of  good  sense, 
and  skill  in  his  trade,  he  acauired  a  reasonable 
share  of  wealth,  of  which,  nowever,  he  after- 
virds  lost  the  greatest  part,  by  engaging  un- 
successfully*  in   a   manufacture   of    parch- 
ment.^    He  was  a  zealous  high-churchman  and 
royalist,  and  retained  his  attachment  to  the 
anfortanate  house  of  Stuart,  though  he  re- 
conciled himself,  by  casuistical  arguments  of 
expediency  and  necessity,  to  take  the  oaths 
imposed  by  the  prevailing  power. 

There  is  a  circumstance  m  his  life  somewhat 
romantic,  but  so  well  authenticated  ^  that  I 
shall  not  omit  it.  A  young  woman  of  Leek,  in 
Stafibrdahire,  while  he  served  his  apprenticeship 
there,  conceived  a  violent  passion  tor  him ;  and, 
though  it  met  with  no  favourable  return,  fol- 
hw^  him  to  Lichfield,  where  she  took  lodgings 


kxve  knmro  It  of  her  ovn  knowledge,  asked  the  led/  for  her 

etttlMritT.    Hiss  Seward,  in  reply,  quoted  Mrs.  Cobb,  an  old 

friB»d  Of  Johnson's,  who  resided  at  Lichfield.    To  her,  then. 

BeewcU  addreaeed  btmselfs  and,  to  his  equal  surprise  and 

•aEu&ctioa,  was  answered  that  Mrs.  Cobb  had  not  onlj  nerer 

tflid  wadk  a  story,  but  that  she  bad  not  even  erer  heard  of  it 

-  Gfmt.  Mag.  vol.  63.  p.  1009.)    It  is  paiDl\il  to  have  to  add, 

tkac  ootwitlutanding  this  denial.  Miss  Seward  persisted  in 

ber  ftarj  to  the  last.    The  report  as  to  the  hanging  was  pro- 

huJk9  aerived  tnax  a  coarse  passage  in  the  Rev.  Donald 

M'^i«ol*s  B«tDarks  on  Dr.  Johnson's  "  Journey  to  tke  He-. 

iridrs.'*    **But  whatever  the  Doctor  may  insinuate  about 

U»  prwicat  scarcity  of  trees  in  Scotland,  we  are  much  de- 

frr^  tf  Cune  if  a  very  near  ancestor  of  his.  who  was  a 

aaatc  or  chat  country,  did  not  find  to  his  cost  that  a  tree  was 

auc  qcmc  siKfa  a  rarity  in  Am  davs."  (P.  IB.  ed.  1779.)  There 

seewts  no  reasoo  whatsoever  to  believe  that  any  of  Dr.  John. 

azi's  C^milv  were  natives  of  Scotland. — Crokbb. 

'  OiM  or  tba  most  curious  and  important  chai^ers  in  the 
b^tary  at  the  bomaa  mind  is  still  to  be  written,  that  of  Hfre- 
drsarp  fmsimity.  The  symptomatic  facts  by  which  the  disease 
migte  be  traced  are  generally  either  disregarded  from  igno> 
rtsmm  tt€  their  real  cause  and  character,  or,  when  observed, 
rarvfoDy  suppretsed  by  domestic  or  professional  delicacy, 
rhia  i«  aatttral,  and  even  laudable;  yet  there  are  several 
-vpavtant  reasons  why  tbe  obscurity  in  which  such  facts  are 
Uftoany  baried  may  be  regretted.  MortUfy,  we  should  wish 
to  kaow.  as  far  as  may  be  permitted  to  us,  the  nature  of  our 
3«ra  mc^leet,  its  powers,  and  its  weaknesses  :  —  medically ^  it 
airte  XX  posaitrfe,  by  early  and  systematic  treatment,  to  avert 
jr  Btt%aCe  tlie  disease  which,  there  is  reason  to  suppose,  la 
arfv  often  anknown  or  mistaken  ;  —  letttily,  it  would  be  de- 
Krafiie  so  have  any  additional  means  of  aiscrlminating  between 
paU.  and  mi^lbrtane,  and  of  ascertaining,  with  more  precision, 
titt  i»ce  hoaods  which  divide  moral  guilt  tnm  what  may  be 
saImI  pbv«acsd  errors ;  —  and  in  the  highest  and  most  im* 
HniAat  crif  ail  tbe  springs  of  human  thouaht  or  action,  it 
«:Ki4  t«c  cooaolatory  and  cdifvingto  be  able  to  distinguish, 
via  greater  cerLdnty.  rational  faith  and  Judicious  piety,  from 
i*v  enshosiaaCie  ecmfidence  or  the  gloomy  despondence  of 
'^■.r^evrd  Imaginations.  The  memory  of  t^erj  man  who 
u*  ^ed  DOC  inatteatively  in  society  will  furnish  bim  with  in- 
f  to  which  socb  considerations  as  these  might  have 
nssfuHj  applied.  But  In  reading  the  life  «i  Doctor 
Kwi  (who  was  conscious  of  the  disease  and  of  Its  cause, 
«^  «C  whoaa  blood  there  remaina  no  one  whose  feelings  can 


opposite  to  the  house  in  which  he  lived,  imd 
indulged  her  hopeless  flame.  When  be  was 
informed  that  it  so  preyed  upon  her  mind  that 
her  life  was  in  danger,  he,  with  a  generous 
hnmanitv,  went  to  her  and  offered  to  marrj 
her,  but  it  was  then  too  late :  her  vital  power 
was  exhausted ;  and  she  actually  exhibited  one 
of  the  very  rare  instances  of  dying  for  love. 
She  was  buried  in  the  cathedral  of  Lichfield ; 
and  he,  with  a  tender  regard,  placed  a  stone 
over  her  grave  with  this  inscription : — 

Here  lies  the  Body  of 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Blankt,  a  Stranger. 

She  departed  this  Life 

20th  of  September,  1694. 

JoHii80ii*8  mother  was  a  woman  of  dis- 
tinguished understanding.  I  asked  his  old 
school-fellow,  Mr.  Hector,  a  surgeon,  of  Bir- 
mingham ^  if  she  was  not  vain  of  her  son. 
He  said,  **  she  had  too  much  good  sense  to  be 
vain,  but  she  knew  her  sous  value."  Her 
piety  was  not  inferior  to  her  understanding ; 
and  to  her  must  be  ascribed  those  early  im- 
pressions of  religion  upon  the  mind  of  her  son, 
irom  which  the  world  afterwards  derived  so 
much  benefit.  He  told  me,  that  he  remembered 
distinctly  having  had  the  first  notice  of  heaven, 
"  a  place  to  which  cood  people  went,"  and  hell, 
"a place  to  which  bad  people  went,"  commu- 
nicated to  him  by  her,  when  a  little  child  in 
bed  with  her ;  and  that  it  might  be  the  better 
fixed  in  his  memory,  she  sent  him  to  repeat  it 

be  now  ofltaded),  they  should  be  kept  constantly  in  view ; 
not  merelv  as  a  subject  of  general  Interest,  but  as  elucidating 
and  explaining  many  of  the  errors,  peculiarities,  and  weak- 
nesses of  that  eatraofdinary  man —  Cbokbb. 

*  In  this  undertaking,  nothing  prospered ;  they  had  no 
sooner  bought  a  large  stock  of  skins,  than  a  heavy  duty  was 
laid  upon  that  article,  and,  from  Michael's  absence  by  his 
many  avocations  as  a  bookseller,  the  parchment  business  was 
committed  to  a  fislthless  servant,  ana  thence  they  gradually 
declined  into  strait  circumstances.  —  Gent.  Mag.,  vol.  Iv. 
p.  100 — Cbokbb. 

>  Johnson,  In  his  Dictionary,  defines  **  excisb,  a  hatefbl 
tax,  levied  upon  commodities,  and  adjudged  not  by  the  common 
Jmdget  of  property,  but  by  wretcht$  hired  by  those  to  whom 
excise  is  paid  ;"  and,  in  the  Idler  (No.  65. )>  he  calls  a  Cam* 
missioner  qf  Excise  **  one  of  the  louteti  of  all  human  beings." 
This  violence  of  language  seems  so  unreasonable,  that  I 
was  induced  to  suspect  some  cause  of  pergonal  animostiy  § 
this  mention  of  the  trade  in  parchment  (an  ereiuabte  artide) 
aflbrded  a  clue,  which  has  led  to  tbe  confirmation  of  that  sus- 
picion. In  the  records  of  the  Excise  Board  is  to  be  found 
the  following  letter,  addressed  to  the  supervisor  of  excise  at 
Lichfield:  — "July  37.  17Sft.    The  Commissioners  received 

Jrours  of  the  Md  instant,  and  since  the  justices  would  not  give 
udgment  against  Mr.  Michael  Johnson,  tke  Uumer^  notidth- 
standtng  the  facts  were  fairly  against  him,  the  Board  direct 
that  the  next  time  he  ofTends,  you  do  not  lay  an  Information 
against  him,  but  send  an  affidavit  of  the  fact,  that  he  may  be 

Krosecutcd  in  the  Exchequer.'*—  It  does  not  appear  whether 
e  olTended  again,  but  here  Is  a  sufllcient  cause  of  his  son's 
animosity  agaJnit  Commiuionere  nf  Excise,  and  of  the  allusion 
in  the  Dictionary  to  the  jptfrio/ Jurisdiction  under  which  that 
revenue  is  administered,  llie  reluctance  of  the  justices  to 
convict  will  appear  not  uonaturai.  when  it  is  recollected  that 
M.  Johnson  was,  this  wery  year^  chief  magistrate  of  the 
city.  —  Cbokeb. 

*  The  romantic  part  of  this  story  does  not  seem  otherwise 
authenticated  than  by  an  assertion  in  the  Gentleman's  Ma- 
gasine,  vol.  65,  p.  I(>0,  on,  as  it  would  seem,  the  very  doubtful 
authority  of  Misa  Seward,  that  Doctor  Johnson  bad  told  it. 
Admitting  that  be  did  so.  it  is  to  be  observed  that  the  fact 
happened  fifteen  years  \xtoTe  his  birth  ;  and  his  father  may 
be  excused  if  he  gave  to  bis  wife  and  son  a  lomantic  account 
of  an  affair  of  this  nature.  —  CaoxxR. 

*  He  died  SepL  3.  1794,  Xt.  85.  He  was,  therefore,  about 
the  same  age  as  Johnson.  —  Cuukeb. 
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to  Thomas  Jackson,  tlu-ir  mun-serrant' :  he 
not  being  in  the  way,  t]ii.s  was  not  done ;  but 
there  was  no  occasion  for  anj  artificial  aid  for 
its  preservation. 

In  following  so  very  eminent  a  man  from 
his  cradle  to  his  grave,  everr  minute  particular 
which  can  throw  light  on  the  projzress  of  his 
mind  is  interesting.  That  he  w.is  remarkable, 
even  in  his  earliest  vcars,  may  easily  be  sup- 
posed ;  for,  to  use  his  own  words  in  his  Life 
of  Sydenham,  ^That  the  strength  of  his  on- 
derstaniling,  the  accuracy  of  his  <liscemment, 
and  the  ardour  of  his  curiosity,  might  have  been 
remarked  fmm  hia  infancy,  by  a  diligent  ob- 
server, there  ia  no  reason  to  doubt ;  for  there 
is  no  instance  of  any  man,  whose  history  has 
h»>en  minutely  related,  that  did  not  in  every 
part  of  life  diiicover  the  same  proportion  of  in- 
tellectaal  vieonr." 

In  all  such  investigatians  it  is  certainlr  un- 
wise to  pay  too  much  attention  to  inadents 
which  the  crcdokras  relate  with  eager  satis- 
factaoo,  and  the  more  scmpolous  or  wittj  in- 

autrer  ooosidera  only  as  topics  of  ridicule ;  yet 
kere  is  a  traditional  stor^  of  the  infant  Her- 
cules of  toryism,  so  cunously  characteristic, 
that  I  shall  not  withhold  it.  It  was  communi- 
cated to  me  in  a  letter  from  Miss  Maij  Adye 
of  LichGeld. 

"  When  Dr.  Sscfacvcrel  was  at  Lichfield,  Johnson 
was  not  aoite  three  years  old.  My  grand&tber 
Hammoml  obterTcd  him  at  tlic  cathedral  perched 
upon  his  father's  shoulders,  listening  and  gaping  at 
the  much  celel>rated  preacher.  Mr.  Hammond 
asked  Mr.  Johnson  how  he  could  ponibly  think  of 
bringing  such  an  infiuit  to  church,  and  in  the  midst 
of  so  great  a  crowd.  He  answered,  because  it  was 
im|KMwibIe  to  keep  htm  at  home ;  for,  young  as  b«> 
wa«,  he  believed  be  had  caught  tlie  public  spirit  and 
sell  for  Sacheverel,  and  would  have  staid  for  ever 
in  the  church,  latisfied  with  beholding  him.*** 

Xor  can  I  omit  a  little  instance  of  that  jea- 
lous independence  of  spirit,  and  impetuosity  of 
temper,  which  never  forsook  him.  Tiie  fact 
was  acknowledged  to  me  by  him.<clf,  upon  the 
authority  of  his  mother.  One  day,  woen  the 
•errant  who  used  to  be  sent  to  school  to  con- 
duct him  home  had  not  come  in  time,  he  set 
out  by  himself,  though  he  was  then  so  near- 
sighted, that  he  was  obli<;ed  to  stoop  down  on 
his  hands  and  knees  to  take  a  view  of  the  kennel 
before  he  ventured  to  step  over  it.     1 1  is  school- 


1     . 
mistress,  afraid  that  he  might  miss  his  way,  or 

fn  11  into  the  kennel,  or  be  run  over  by  a  cart, 

followed  him  at  some  distance.     He  happened 

to  turn  about  and  perceive  her.    Feeline  her 

careful  attention  as  an  insult  to  his  manhness, 

he  ran  back  to  her  in  a  rage,  and  beat  her,  as 

well  as  his  strength  would  permit. 

Of  the  power  of  his  memory,  for  which  he 
was  all  his  life  eminent  to  a  degree  alme>t. 
incredible,  the  following  early  instance  was  told 
me  in  his  presence  at  Lichfield,  in  1776,  by  hi;* 
stei^dau^nter,  Mrs.  Lucr  Porter,  as  related  to 
her  by  lus  mother.  When  he  was  a  child  in 
petticoats,  and  had  learnt  to  read,  Mrs.  John- 
son one  morning  put  the  common  prayer-book 
into  his  hands,  pointed  to  the  collect  for  the 
day,  and  said,  ^Sam,  you  must  get  this  by 
heart.**  She  went  up  stairs,  leavmg  htm  to 
study  it :  but  by  the  time  she  had  reached  the 
second  floor,  sne  heard  him  following  her. 
''  What*s  the  matter  ?  "  said  she.  *'I  can  saj 
it,"  he  replied;  and  repeated  it  distinctly, 
though  he  could  not  have  read  it  more  than 
twice. 

But  there  has  been  another  stoiT  of  his  in- 
fant precocity  generally  circulateil,  and  gene- 
rally oelieved,  the  truth  of  which  I  am  to  re- 
fute upon  his  own  authority.  It  is  told  '  that, 
when  a  child  of  three  years  old,  he  chanced  to 
tread  upon  a  ducklinsr,  the  eleventh  of  a  brood, 
and  killed  it ;  upon  which,  it  is  said,  he  dictatctl 
to  his  mother  the  following  epitaph :  — 

**  Here  lies  good  master  duck. 
Whom  Samuel  Johnson  trod  on; 

If  it  had  lived,  it  had  been  pood  Imek^ 
For  then  we'd  had  an  odd  oac.** 

!  There   is  surely  internal  evidence  that    this 

,  little  composition  combines  in  it  what  no  child 
of  three  years  old  could  produce,  without  an 

I  extension  of  its  faculties  by  immediate  inspira- 
tion ;   yet    Mrs.  Lucy  Porter,  Dr.  Johnson*^ 

'  step-daughter,  positively  maintained  to  me,  in 
his  presence,  that  there  could  be  no  doubt  of 
the  truth  of  this  anecdote,  for  she  had  heard  it 
from  his  mother.  So  difficult  is  it  to  obtain  an 
authentic  relation  of  facts,  and  such  autboritv 
may  there  be  for  error;  for  he  aasure<l  tni\ 
that  his  father  made  the  verses,  and  wishe<l  to 
pass  them  for  his  child's.  *  He  ailded,  **  My  fa> 
ther  was  a  foolish  old  man ;  that  is  to  say,  fuoli^fa 
in  talking  of  his  children.**  ^ 


*  Hn.  Plotti  with  more  probed alitj,  calls  him  a  tcorkwaam. 
— .('aoaiB. 

*  I1i»  Rowlplnf  ancrdotn  of  Cbr  I.i<  lifl«  k1  tadlr«  ar<»  all 
apocrjplML  S.vhi»Terpl.  by  hU  •rnti'iir*'.  prnnoiinrttl  in  Frbt 
1710,  »■•  InUrd  cted  for  thrr«  yraM  fri)m  prraihinK  ;  §n  that 
h^rrmldnot  hai»»  prrarheti  at  I.ichfit'Ul  whili*  Juhn«OQ  mat 
undiT  ihrfff  yr»r»  of  aire.  .Sa«h«'>frrl.  indt'od.  madi*  «  til. 
imphal  profr«>M  throtiih  th»  niuiUttd  coiintlrt  In  1710;  j»ncl 
it  appean  bj  th*  t^Mikt  of  thf  rorp«)rAtii.t»  of  Lirbfl>-M.  that 
h»  •*•  r«e^»«^  hi  tli«t  t'»*n  and  roirpliTimtrd  by  the  at- 
t*>%HUnemo1  ih*  r«*rpor»ti<in  "•  «'til  a  pri-wnt  of  thr»«  ti  .j.-n 
tt(  wln«'.'*on  ih^  Idth  uf  JuAf.  1710;  but  thfn  lh»»  "  tnfami 
HerCHtt$  of  kjrt/itm"  «4«  )   il  nn*f  months  old.  —  CiioKl  a. 

*  noma  Antxdoptn.  HAi  >{t  J.ihu  llAwkint'i  Lire— 
B*  •»  I IX. 

«  Thu  a-MWvlfrtr  orth#  du^k.  though  ditprovnl  b»  IntiTnnl 
au4  extanuil  cfuletKC,  Laa,  iH>rftltal«aa.  upuu  tuppuaiuuti  of 


it!  tnith.  he^n  madr  the  fnint<Lition  of  thci  follovtaif  l»mi*»at»»tta 
and  fAncifiil  n>(1«^tini)«  of  Mi«»  S«>vanl.  amon^t  Um>  «*«••«. 
mtmira'ioit*  rnnrrniiog  Dr.  J(«hn«on  « ith  which  ahe  Kjhi  tu-n. 
plraaed  to  fa%utir  me :  —  **  Theae  inlanl  mimbert  coot«in  ttve 
MN^«  of  thote  propentitlet  whirh.  thronfrb  hti  llf*',  in  *troitr:« 
ma'ke<l  hu  rhararter,  of  that  p'letlr  talent  witH-h  Mtt^rmA'-  :% 
borr  turh  rich  and  plei)t«*'ul  fniiti ;  for.  exrrpting  ht«  nt t:>«>. 
frraphic  work*,  everythina  «htrh  I>t  Johnvmt  «r«>r<.  ««• 
i>«»HrT.  who»r  r«  once  r<tn<>iitt  not  In  number*,  or  H»  jiur  e. 
mit  In  the  •trem^'h  and  rlow  of  a  fanrr,  towhirh  aU  tli«>  •«.  ^^^ 
of  iiatur«>  And  lit  Art  »tatid  tn  pro'n|>t  .t*l rr.lnl •(ration  ;  *nal  m 
.in  v\  n\uei\rr  wlitrh  omver^  Ih^ir  h'.e-<<|e(l  il|ii«traflc>n«  |n  ^ 
I  iMU'Mice  *  mori'  lu  leablf  l^an  n»*»*«1i  or  rhri»M*  or  »er%w  ti,  %(Vt 
inorr  iMmidnv.'  The  above  )iul«  vrrcm  alto  ftbow  IKju  »«« 
{ier«titioii«  htiU  whirh  '  c^ew  « iih  hu  frrt>wth.aad  itrewit*  h  t»*^ 
»i'*i  hl»  tlrenirfh,' an  1.  of  life  yoar*  ptrtliuUr'i.  Inpi  «•  i  h  « 
hApi'ineaa,  by  preaeoting  tu  bim  the  f^*mxnJ  udm  o(  rr. 
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YonMP  Johnson  had  tiie  misforinne  to  be 
muditffiGttd  with  the  scrofula,  or  kinsV  evil, 
whiek  disfigored  a  countenance  natunulY  well 
ionaedt  and  hurt  his  v'uiial  nerves  so  mucn,  that 
>  be  did  not  see  at  all  with  one  of  his  eyes,  though 
'  ks  appearance  was  little  different  from  that  of 
tk  ocLer.    There  is  amongst  his  prajers,  one 
ia»cnbed  "  Wken  mf  stb  vxu  restored  to  its 
UP  (P.  &  M.  p.  27.),   which  ascertains  a  defect 
t^  manj  of  his  friends  knew  he  had,  though 
I  serer  peroeiyed  it.  ^    I  supposed  him  to  be 
oqIt  DMT-aiefated ;  and  indeed  I  must  observe, 
tlut  in  no  ouer  respect  could  I  discern  any  de- 
fect in  hii  vision ;  on  the  contrary,  the  force  of 
bis  sttendon  and  perceptive  quickness  made 
biffl  see  and  distinguish  all  manner  of  objects, 
vbetbcr  of  natiire  or  of  art,  with  a  nicety  that 
is  rsrelj  to  be  fbund.     When  he  and  I  were 
triTeDiig  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  and  I 
pointed  out  to  him  a  mountain  which  I  ob- 
Krred  rsKmbled  a  cone,  he  Corrected  my  in- 
Kcancy,  by  showing  me  that  it  was,  indeed, 
mtedst  tne  toip,  but  that  one  side  of  it  was 
^Bftr  than  the  other.    And  the  ladies  with 
vium  he  was  acqnamted  asree  that  no  man 
VIS  more  niod.7  ^'^  minutely  critical  in  the 
^kgaot  of  female  dress.     When  I  found  that 
be  Mv  the  romantic  beauties  of  Islam^  in  Der- 
bnbirc,  mneh  better  than  I  did,  I  told  him 
tut  he  resembled  an  able  performer  upon  a 
Ud  iostmme&L     How  false  and  contemptible, 
thai,  sre  sH  the  remarks  which  have  been  made 
to  tbe  pv«JQdice  either  of  his  candour  or  of  his 
ptibisopby,  founded  upon  a  supposition  that 
be  vts  slmoat  blind.    It  has  been  said,  that  he 
'  "Qtncted  this  grievous  malady  from  his  nurse.' 
Htft  mother  —  yielding  to  the  superstitious  no- 
^  which,  it  IB  wozsderful  to  think,  prevailed 
«)  long  in  this  ootintry,  as  to  the  virtue  of  the 
>ssl  touch,  Ik  notion  which  our  kings  en- 
'<«ngipd»  Old  to  which  a  man  of  such  inquiry 
^  nuh  judgment  as  Carte'  could  givecredit-— 
vntA  mm  to  IxMidon,  where  he  was  actually 
-«arbed  bj  Queen  Anne.  *    Mrs.  Johnson,  in- 
^ad,  as  Mr.  Hector  informed  me,  acted  by  the 
^^  of  the  cdebrated  Sir  John  Floyer,  then 
•  phyadaa    in    Lachfield.     Johnson  used  to 
*ijc  n(  this  yery  frankly ;  and  Mrs.  Piozzi  has 
frtwrred  his  very  picturesque  description  of 


the  scene,  as  it  remained  upon  his  fancy.  Being 
asked,  if  he  could  remember  Queen  Anne,  — 
**  He  had,  ^  he  said,  '^  a  confused,  but  somehow 
a  sort  of  solenm  recollection  of  a  lady  in  dia- 
monds, and  a  long  blach  hood.**  Tius  touch, 
however,  was  without  any  effect.  I  ventured 
to  say  to  him,  in  allusion  to  the  political  prin- 
ciples in  which  lie  was  educated,  and  of  which 
he  ever  retained  some  odour,  that  ^^  his  mother 
had  not  carried  him  far  enough ;  she  should 
have  taken  him  to  Rome  "[ — to  the  Pretender']. 


1'0V 


.  „^- 


Ibat  brigto  md  cbMrlnf  one  which  gildi  the 
lUm  wMh  Um  light  of  ploui  hope/'    Thit  is 
inhiui,  that  1  would  not  siippmt  It.    Bat, 
tb«ori*«,  it  U  deduced  from  a  supposed  fact, 
a  flcUoo.  — >  BovwHiL.    Mr.  Boswell,  when 
g  DoSt,  WM  cndeaiPOurinK  to  proplCiata 
was  obstinate,  and  maintained  a  ?ery 
hoitiUcy  *Ad  paper  war  with  him  on  this  and 
A  {the  verwu  on  n  Sprig  qf  Myrtle),  on  which 
^CaoKKi. 

the  inperfectloB  of  one  of  his  erea. 

Sag  «aa  narar  good  f>ir  much."—  Bvrnky'. 

—  io  Ma  own  **  JceomU  of  his  earlff  Life" 

him;  but  his  mother  thcmght  it 

famtlf .    His  mother  :u)d  Dr.  Sii-infen 

wroog  io  their  conjecture  as  to  the  origin 

I  ba  »off«  probaldT  Inberiied  it  frum  his  father 

teimmcmoitf  which  ia  so  comiaonlj  as  atten- 

baWta.— >  CaoKBR. 

«f  a  Bota,  in  vindication  of  the  etBcacjr  of 

b,  vhiA  Carta  adraictad  into  tlie  first  volume 

of  togland,  tha  corporation  of  London  with- 


CHAPTER  n. 

1716  —  1728. 

Johnson  at  Liehfidd  School.  —  Boyish  Days.  —  Aa- 
moved  to  Stourbridffe.  —  SpeeimenM  of  hit  School 
Exertiset  and  early  Verses.— ^ He  leaves  StouT' 
bridge,  aad  passse  two  Years  witli  his  Father, 

He  was  first  taught  to  read  English  by  Dame 
Oliver,  a  widow,  who  kept  a  school  for  young 
children  in  Lichfield.  ^  xle  told  me  she  could 
read  the  black  letter,  and  asked  him  to  borrow 
for  her,from  his  father,  a  bible  in  that  character. 
When  he  was  going  to  Oxford,  she  came  to 
take  leave  of  him,  brought  him,  in  the  simpli- 
city of  her  kindness,  a  present  of  gingerbread, 
and  said  he  was  the  best  scholar  she  ever  had. 
He  delighted  in  mentioning  this  early  com- 
pliment; adding,  with  a  smile,  that  *^  this  was 
as  hioh  a  proof  of  his  merit  as  he  could  con- 
ceive. His  next  instructor  in  English  was  a 
master,  whom,  when  he  spoke  of  him  to  me, 
he  familiarly  called  Tom  Brown,  who,  said  he, 
*^  published  a  spelling-book,  and  dedicated  it 
to  the  Univease  :  but,  I  fear,  no  copy  of  it  can 
now  be  had.*' 

lie  began  to  learn  Latin  with  Mr.  Hawkins, 
usher  or  under-master  of  Lichfield  school,  "  a 
man,"  said  he,  "  very  skilful  in  his  little  way." 
With  him  he  continued  two  years,  and  then 
rose  to  be  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Ilunter,  the 
head  rooster,  who,  according  to  his  account, 
"  was  very  severe,  and  wrongheadedly  severe.'* 
He  used,"  said  he,  "  to  beat  us  unmercifully ; 
and  he  did  not  distingiush  between  ignorance 

drew  their  subscription,  and  the  work  instantaneouslv  fbll  into 
nlmo<t  toUl,  but  certainly  nndcserved,  neglect. — nicbou. 
liawliins  repeats,  after  several  old  writers,  that  this  healing 
gift  WAS  derived  to  our  princes  from  Edward  the  Confessor; 
but  the  Kings  of  France  claimed  the  same  privilege,  which 
they  exerciM^  under  this  modest  formula.—  Le  roi  te  toueke. 
Dim  te  gueriise—'Ciuniem. 

*  It  appears,  bjr  the  newspapers  of  the  time,  that  on  the 
30th  of  March,  1712,  two  hundred  persons  were  touched  bjr 
Que<>n  .Anne.  —  Wright. 

3  She  lived  in  Dam  Street,  at  the  north  comer  of  Qoo- 
niam's  L.-ine. — Hartrood,    Caovia. 

<  "  Mr.  Ilunter  was  an  odd  mixture  of  the  pedant  and 
the  sportsman ;  he  wai  a  very  severe  disciplinarian  and  « 

frcat  setter  of  game.  Happy  was  the  boy  wno  could  inform 
is  oflbnded  master  where  a  covey  of  partridges  was  to  be 
fnimd;  this  notice  was  a  certain  pledge  of  his  pardon."  — 
Dupics*  Life  of  Garrick,  vol.  i.  p.  3.  He  was  a  prebendary  In 
thv  Cathedral  of  Lichfield,  and  grandfather  to  Mils  Soward. 
Oik*  of  this  lady's  complaints  against  Johnson  was,  that  he, 
in  all  bis  works,  never  expressfd  any  graiitude  to  his  pre- 
ceptor. It  does  not  appear  that  he  owed  him  much.~CKOKUi. 
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and  negligence;  for  he  would  beat  a  boj 
equally  for  not  knowing  a  thinff,  as  for  neglect- 
ing to  know  it.  He  would  ask  a  boy  a  ques- 
tion, and  if  he  did  not  answer  it,  he  would  beat 
him,  without  considering  whether  he  had  an 
opportunity  of  knowing  how  to  answer  it.  For 
instance,  he  would  call  up  a  boy  and  ask  him 
Latin  for  a  candlestick,  which  the  bor  could 
not  expect  to  be  asked.  Now,  sir,  if  a  boy 
could  answer  every  question,  there  would  be 
no  need  of  a  master  to  teach  him.** 

It  is,  however,  but  justice  to  the  memorjr  of 
Mr.  Hunter  to  mention,  that  though  he  might 
err  in  being  too  severe,  the  school  of  Lichfield 
was  very  respectable  in  his  time.  The  late 
Dr.  Taylor,  prebendary  of  Westminster,  who 
was  educatea  under  him,  told  me,  that  ^  he 
was  an  excellent  master,  and  that  his  ushers 
were  most  of  them  men  of  eminence ;  that 
Holbrooke  one  of  the  moat  ingenious  men, 
best  scholars  and  best  preachers  of  his  age,  was 
usher  during  the  greatest  part  of  the  time  that 
Johnson  was  at  school.  Then  came  Uainie,  of 
whom  as  much  might  be  said,  with  the  addition 
that  he  was  an  elegant  poet.  Hague  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Green  %  afterwards  bishop  of  Lin- 
coln, whose  character  in  the  learned  world  is 
well  known.  In  the  same  form  with  Johnson 
wasCongreve',who  afterwards  became  chaplain 
to  Archbishop  Boulter,  and  by  that  connection 
obtained  good  preferment  in  Ireland.  He  was 
a  younger  son  of  the  ancient  family  of  Con- 
greve,  in  StafTordshire,  of  which  the  poet  was 
a  branch.  His  brother  sold  the  estate.  There 
was  also  Lowe,  afterwards  canon  of  Wind- 
sor." ♦ 

Indeed,  Johnson  was  very  sensible  how  much 
he  owed  to  Mr.  Hunter.  Mr.  Langton  one 
day  asked  him,  how  he  had  acquired  so  ac- 
curate a  knowled;;c  of  Latin,  in  which,  I  be- 
lieve, he  was  exceeded  by  no  man  of  his  time : 
he  said,  "My  master  whipt  me  very  well. 
Without  that,  sir,  I  should  have  done  nothing.** 
He  told  Mr.  Langton,  that  while  Hunter  was 
flo<;gin<]^  his  boys  unmercifullv,  he  used  to  say, 
"  And  this  I  do  to  save  vou  from  the  gallows.** 
Johnson,  upon  all  occasions,  expressed  his  ap- 
probation of  enforcing  instruction  by  means  of 
the  rod  * :  '*  I  would  rather,"  said  he,  "  have 
the  rod  to  be  the  general  terror  to  all,  to  make 
them  learn,  than  tell  a  child,  if  you  do  thus  or 
thus,  you  will  be  more  esteemed  than  your 
brothers  or  sisiters.  The  rod  produces  an  eflect 
which  terminates  in  it»i-lf.     A  child  is  afraid 


1  Fxl«ard  n«>lhT.v>li.  A.M.,  aflM-w.irrt*  mlnUti^  of  Wlt- 
tnthull  nrAr  \Vol«rrh%n)p*«>n.  and  in  1744.  ac  thr  r«^i»f«t  of 
tlu*  ti>r|«'raMin  of  I.)chri<-ltt  (•rr»4-iit«*«i  by  lh«>  Dr^n  and 
rh4pti>r  tu  tUe  ttcaragc  uf  M.  Morjr't  Ut  tbAtcU)r.  ub.  1772.— 

1  NoKia. 

'  I>r.  John  flrri^  wai  bi>ni  \n  ITW.  and  dM.  BUh^p  of 
iJnciiln,  In  I77'i.  Hf»r«>t»'  (hrpfortrn  "  .\'hf>nt4n  I.rit»  r«.'* 
btit  ».«•  not  tfbT  at  LtihtiilJ  nil  itiUr  Jt/ttutuii  had  kfl 

K  h<Kil.         ('li>ik»  a. 

»  (  h4rV«  (■  ".rfrrvp.  iif  »h'i*r  Uitor  dar*  •o#»  John»on*S 
•triki'u' .irn f u 'i.iti   •  iJ>  TJ   M  if    17'''     -CatKia. 

*  A''  'y  ofii>r  i-i'iitM  lit  !.••»>.  .\iliiiM>n,  \\ ••■•.••♦'■n,  Gir* 
rlrk.   Il4»iu<{)   NrAl'^a,   tliUl    JuttUv   WilUt,   iiiui    lUruu 


of  being  whipped,  and  gets  his  task,  and  there*s 
an  end  on*t;  whereas,  by  exciting  emulation  and 
comparisons  of  superiority,  you  lay  the  founda- 
tion of  lasting  mischief;  you  make  brothers 
and  sisters  hate  each  other.'* 

When  Johnson  saw  some  young  ladies   in 
Lincolnshire^  who  were  remarkably  well  be- 
haved, owing  to  their  mother's  strict  discipline 
and  severe  correction,  he  exclaimed,  in  one  of 
Shakspeare*8  lines  a  little  varied'', 

**  Rod,  I  will  honour  thee  for  this  thy  duty.** 

That  superiority  over  his  fellows,  which  he 
maintained  with  so  much  dignity  ni  his  march 
through  life,  was  not  assum^  from  vanity  and 
ostentation,  but  was  the  natural  and  constant 
effect  of  those  extraordinary  powers  of  mind,  of 
which  he  could  not  but  be  conscious  by  compa- 
rison ;  the  intellectual  difference,  which  in  ot  tier 
cases  of  comparison  of  characters  is  often  amatter 
of  undecided  contest,  being  as  clear  in  his  case 
as  the  superiority  of  stature  in  some  men  above 
others.    Johnson  did  not  strut  or  stand   on 
tip-toe:    he  only  did   not  stoop.    From   his 
earliest  years,   his  superiority  was  perceived 
and  acknowledged.    He  was  from  toe  begin- 
ning 'AvaK  drffiUVf  a  king  of  men.    His  school- 
fellow, Mr.  Hector,  has  obligingly  furnished  me 
with  many  particulars  of  his  boyish  days ;  and 
assured  me  that  he  never  knew  him  corrected 
at  school,  but  for  talking  and  diverting  other 
boys  from  their    business.'    He  seemed    to 
learn  by  intuition;  for  though  indolence  an<i 
procrastination  were  inherent  in  his  constitu- 
tion, whenever  he  made  an  exertion  he  did 
more  than  any  one  else.     In   short.,  he   is  a 
memorable  instance  of  what  has  been  often 
observed,  that  the  boy  is  the  man  in  miniature; 
and  that  the  distin^ishing  characteristics  of 
each  individual  are  the  some,  through  the  whole 
course  of  life.     His  favourites  used  to  receive 
very  liberal  assistance  from  him ;  and  such  was 
the  submission  and  deference  with  which    he 
was  treated,  such  the  desire  to  obtain  his  re- 
gard, that  three  of  the  boys,  of  whom  Mr. 
Hector  was  sometimes  one,  used  to  come  in  the 
mornin<;  as  his  humble  attendants,  and  carry 
him   to  school.     One   in   the  micldle  stoo|>«Ni, 
while  he  sat  upon  his  back,  and  one  on  each 
si<le  supported   him;   and  thus  he  was  borne 
triumphant.     Such  a  proof  of  the  early  pre<lo-> 
minauce  of  intellectual  vigour  is  very  remark • 
able,  and    does   honour    to   human  nature.  * 
Talking  to  me  once  himself  of  his  being  much 


Parkrr.  and  Chlpf  Jtittic«  WUmoC  were  educated  at  tUa 
iDiiuirr*—  A^i)>M«o^. 
>  ."M'p  p<ut,  to«ari:t  the  end  of  177*.  —  C«o»t». 

*  Pri>li.il*ly  thf  i^itlrrt  of  liit friend  Mr.  Langton  — Ctto&i  «. 
T  Mure  lh.in  a  little.  'Vhu  line  U  In  King  Hrmrf  #7..  Part 

II.  art  tv.  ic.  last :  — > 

**  Sword.  I  vill  hallow  thee  for  thl«  tby  d«ed.**~  Uato^s. 

*  Thtt  U  not  mrtiittent  with  Johnioo't  own  aUienitfTtL, 

to  Mr.  l^^iDCton  lU/Td  ^('ROkl  a. 

•'  |)K'or  \iul»'r«on.  in  h.*  Iilf  of  Johni'm,  •«rre»»t  t»«%t 
thi«  »H>\<.h  rp.  kt»T\  «.i«  otit.tit.f^t  tnttrt  prob^bij  t}  c.>ri««'ri*l 
ttuiu  tiitiltiCiUAl  %ii;(>ur.  —  Cuokkk. 
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diltiiigiiiahed  at  school,  be  told  me,  "Thej 
Derer  thought  to  raise  me  b^  comparing  me  to 
anj  one ;  tnej  never  s^d,  Johnson  is  as  ^ood 
a  Bcholar  as  such  a  one,  but  such  a  one  is  as 
good  a  scholar  as  Johnson ;  and  this  was  said 
Dot  of  one,  but  of  Lowe ;  and  I  do  not  think 
he  was  as  good  a  scholar.** 

He  difloovered  a  great  ambition  to  excel, 
which  roused  him  to  counteract  his  indolence. 
He  was  uncommonly  inquisitive ;  and  his  me- 
jocaj  was  so  tenacious,  that  he  never  forgot 
anj  thing  thAt  he  either  heard  or  read.  Mr. 
Hector  remembers  having  recited  to  him  eigh- 
teen verses,  which,  after  a  little  pause,  he  re- 
peated verAaH'm,  vairins  onlj  one  epithet,  bj 
which  he  improved  the  fine. 

He  never  joined  with  the  other  boys  in  their 
ordinary  diversions;  his  onlj  amusement  was 
in  winter,  when  he  took  a  pleasure  in  being 
drawn  upon  the  ice  by  a  boy  barefooted,  who 
polled  him  along  bj  a  garter  fixed  round  him ; 
no  very  easy  operation,  as  his  size  was  remark- 
ably large.  His  defective  sight,  indeed,  pre- 
vented him  from  enjoying  the  common  sports ; 
snd  he  once  pleasantly  remarked  to  me,  "  how 
wQoderfnlly  well  he  had  contrived  to  be  idle 
without  them.**  Lord  Chesterfield,  however, 
has  justly  observed  in  one  of  his  letters,  when 
earnestly  cautioning  a  friend  agidnst  the  per- 
nicious effects  of  idleness,  that  active  sports  are 
not  to  be  reckoned  idleness  in  young  people ; 
and  that  the  listless  torpor  of  doinff  nothing 
ikme  deserves  that  name.  Of  this  Ssmal  in- 
ertness of  disposition,  Johnson  had  all  his  life 
too  great  a  share.*  Mr.  Hector  relates,  that 
**  he  could  not  oblige  him  more  than  by  saun- 
tering awav  the  hours  of  vacation  in  the  fields, 
during  which  he  was  more  engaged  in  talking 
to  himself  than  to  his  companion.**  ^ 

Dr.  Percy*,  the  Bishop  of  Dromore,  who 
was  long  intimately  acquamted  with  him,  and 
has  preserved  a  few  anecdotes  concerning  him, 
regretting  that  he  was  not  a  more  duigent 
ooUeetor,  informs  me,  that  ''when  a  boy  he 
vas  immoderately  fond  of  reading  romances  of 
chivalry,  a^d  he  retained  his  fon£iess  for  them 


/ 


H#clor*t  recoUectl<mi  had  alreadj  be«n  pubHihcd 
bat  Botwell  luppreMcd  t  remarluble  piisul^ : 
fn»m  Lid^Ut  when  ke  retmrmed 


apprtkimtiwe  ^  something  wrong  im  kfs  eotutitiUUm, 
mmkt  Hiker  impair  kU  HUeUeet,  or  endanger  hit  life; 
'  — ^'  ^  Almighty  God,  myfeara  home  proved  foUer— 
rai,  no  doubt,  his  residence  at  Oxford,  on  his 


«  Dr 


dwMe 
>  la 


from  which  he  bad  a  lerere  fit  of  hypochondriacal 

«  Lichfield,  hi  17»-30.  —  Cbokbr. 

,  Tbomaa  Perctr.  the  editor  of  the  **  Reliquet "  was 
Bridgenorth,  hi  179S.    In  1783  he  wtu  nominated  to 

eri>Toaiore;  where  he  died  in  1811.— Wbioht. 

one  of  hie  Journeys  we  shall  see  (S7/A  March,  1776), 

)  took  with  him  <*//  Pahnerino  d'TnghilUrra'*  in 

,  bat  then  it  was  for  exercise  in  the  language,  and  he 
lesMire  fn  the  work  itself.  —  CaoKsa. 
ord,  an  emtneot  physician,  was  brother  of  Johnson's 

MALom.  It  seems  doubtful  whether  hie  Christian 

B  Joeeph  or  Nathaniel :  that  of  hU  ton  was  Come- 


*  Havkina  aayv  that  his  name  was  Winkuwrth,  but  that, 
fcatef  to  be  of  tb«  StralTord  family,  he  assomed  that  of 
TneemartM.  —  Cbocbr. 

^  He  la  aald  to  be  the  original  of  the  parson  In  Hogarth'* 
Modem  Conversation. —  Bos  well. 


through  life ;  so  that,**  adds  his  lordship,  **  spend- 
ing port  of  a  summer  at  my  parsonage-house 
in  the  country,  he  chose  for  his  regular  reading 
the  old  Spanish  romance  o£  FeUxmarte  o/Hir^ 
cania^  in  folio,  which  he  read  quite  through. 
Yet  I  have  heard  him  attribute  to  these  extra- 
vagant fictions  that  unsettled  turn  of  mind 
which  prevented  his  ever  fixing  in  any  profes- 
sion." 

After  having  resided  for  some  time  at  the 
house  of  hia  uncle,  Cornelius  Ford^  Johnson 
was,  at  the  aee  of  fifteen,  removed  to  the  school 
of  Stourbri^e,  in  Worcestendiire,  of  which 
Mr.  Wentworth^  was  then  master.  This  step 
was  taken  by  the  advice  of  his  cousin  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Ford,  a  man  in  whom  both  talents  and 
good  dispositions  were  disgraced  by  licentious- 
ness^, but  who  was  a  very  able  judge  of  what 
was  right  At  this  school  he  did  not  receive 
so  much  benefit  as  was  expected.  It  has  been 
said,  that  he  acted  in  the  capacity  of  an  assistant 
to  Mr.  Wentworth,  in  teaching  the  younger 
boys.  **  Mr.  Wentworth,"  he  told  me,  ^*  was  a 
very  able  man,  but  an  idle  man,  and  to  me 
very  severe;  but  I  cannot  blame  him  much. 
I  was  then  a  big  boy ;  he  saw  I  did  not  rever- 
ence him,  and  that  he  should  get  no  honour  by 
me.  I  had  brought  enough  with  me  to  carry 
me  through ;  and  all  I  should  get  at  his  school 
would  be  ascribed  to  my  own  labour,  or  to  my 
former  master.  Yet  he  taught  me  a  creat 
deal.*' 

He  thus  discriminated,  to  Dr.  Percy,  bishop 
of  Dromore,  his  progress  at  his  two  grammar- 
schools: —  *'At  one,  I  learned  much  in  the 
school,  but  little  from  the  master ;  in  the  other, 
I  learnt  much  from  the  master,  but  little  in 
the  school.** 

,  The  Bishop  also  informs  me,  that  Dr.  John- 
son*s  father,  oefore  he  was  received  at  Stour- 
bridge, applied  to  have  him  admitted  as  a 
schouLT  ana  assistant  to  the  Rev.  Samuel  Lea, 
M.A.,  head  master  of  Newport  school,  in 
Shropshire; — a  very  diligent  good  teacher, 
at  that  time  in  high  reputation,  under  whom 
Mr.  HoUis  is  said,  m  the  Memoirs  of  his  Life, 


ThU  tect  haa  been  doubted,  though  Johnson  UmfelT  seems 
to  haTo  beliered  it  (seepcwf,  12  May,  1778).  and  in  hU  Life  of 
Feoton,  admits  the  blameable  levity  of  his  cousin's  character. 
**  Ford,  a  clergyman  at  that  time  too  well  known,  whose 
abilitiea,  Instead  of  fumlshinc  conviTial  merriment  to  the 
voinptnoos  and  dissolute,  mignt  have  enabled  him  to  ex- 
eel  among  the  virtuous  and  the  wise.**  In  the  Historieal 
Register  for  I73I,  we  find,  '*Died  Aug.  22.,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Ford,  well  known  to  the  world  for  his  great  wit  and  abili- 
ties." And  the  Gentleman's  Magaxint  of  the  same  date 
states  that  be  was  **  esteemed  for  his  polite  and  agreeable 
conversation."  Mr.  Murphy  asserts  that  he  was  chaplain  to 
Lord  Chesterfield,  but  this  was  a  mistake,  arising,  as  Mr. 
Peter  Cunningham  baa  pointed  out  to  me.  from  the  following 

Jiasaage  in  the  Kichardsonta :  "  W  hen  Parson  Ford,  an  in- 
amous  fellow,  but  of  much  olf.band  conversation  and  wit, 
besought  Lord  Chesterfield  to  carry  him  over  with  him  as 
his  chaplain  when  he  went  ambassador  to  Holland,  hessJd  to 
him.  *  I  would  certainly  take  you,  if  tou  bad  one  vice  more 
than  you  already  have'  *  My  Lord,' said  Ford,  *  I  thought  I 
should  never  be  reproached  for  my  deficiency  that  way.* 
*  True,'  replied  the  earl. '  but  If  you  had  still  one  more,  almost 
worse  than  all  the  rest  put  together,  it  would  hinder  these 
from  giving  scandal.' "  p.  229.  —  Cbokib,  1S46. 
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to  haye  been  abo  educated.^  This  ap^icatioii 
to  Mi*  Lea  was  not  succeMful ;  but  Johnson 
Iiad  afterwards  the  gratification  to  hear  that 
the  old  gentleman^  who  lived  to  a  verj  ad- 
vanced ai^e,  mentioned  it  as  one  of  the  most 
memorable  events  of  his  life,  that  *'  he  was  lyery 
near  having  that  great  man  for  his  scholar/* 

He  remained  at  Stourbrid«{e  little  more  than 
a  year*,  and  then  he  returned  home,  where  he 
may  be  said  to  have  loitered^  for  two  years,  in 
n  state  very  unworthy  his  uncommon  abilities. 
He  had  already  given  several  proofs  of  his 
IK)Ctical  genius,  both  in  his  scnoolo^zercises 
and  in  other  occasional  compositiona.  Of  these 
I  have  obtained  a  considerable  ooUeetioo,  by 
the  favour  of  Mr.  Wentworth,  son  of  one  of  his 
masters,  and  of  Mr.  Hector,  his  sehool&Uow 
and  friend ;  from  which  I  select  the  following 
specimens: — 

TftAMSLATioii  OP  Viaotu     Pastoral  I. 

Now,  Tityrus,  you,  supine  and  eireleM  laid. 
Play  on  your  pipe  beneath  thb  beaehan  shade ; 
Wnile  wretched  we  about  the  world  must  roan^ 
And  leave  our  pleasing  6elds  and  native  home, 
Here  at  your  ease  you  sing  your  amotons  llama, 
And  the  wood  rings  with  Amarillts'  name. 

TTfynw. 

Those  blessings  friend,  a  deity  bestow'd. 
For  I  shall  never  think  him  less  than  God : 
Ofl  on  his  altar  shall  my  firstlings  lie. 
Their  blood  the  consecrated  stones  shall  dye  : 
He  gave  my  Bocks  to  grase  the  flowery  meads. 
And  mc  to  tune  at  ease  th*  unequal  reeds. 

Mtlibau9. 

My  admiration  only  I  eiprest 
(No  spark  of  envy  harbours  in  my  breast), 
Tliat,  when  confusion  o*er  the  country  reigns. 
To  you  alone  this  happy  state  rematoJk 
Here  I,  though  &int  myself,  must  drive  my  goats. 
Far  from  their  ancient  fields  and  humble  cots. 
This  scarce  I  lead,  who  left  on  yonder  rock 
Two  trader  kids,  the  hopes  of  all  the  flock. 
Had  we  not  been  perreree  and  careless  gfown, 
ll)is  dire  event  by  omens  was  foccsliown ; 
Our  trocs  were  blasted  by  the  thunder  stroke. 
And  left-hand  crows,  from  an  old  hollow  oak, 
ForetoM  the  coming  evil  by  their  dismal  cioak. 


TB\ysi.ATioM  or  Hosack.     Book  L  Ode  xziL 

TiiK  tnan,  my  friend,  whose  conscious  heart 
With  virtue's  sacred  ardour  glows, 

Nnr  taints  with  death  the  envenom'd  dart. 
Nor  needs  the  guard  of  Moorish  bows  : 

Tl)OMrh  5ieythia*s  icy  clifls  he  treads 

Or  hurrid  Afric's  faithless  sands ; 
Or  v'':cr*thc  fame'l  Hydaspcs  spreads 

H.N  li'|utd  wealth  o'er  barbarous  lands. 


I  Ai  v*  Hk#wl««  tiMiBbbopof  DromoresMmffsart  after- 
wa''il«.  —  BotwiLL. 

3  "i  • '  Ut'T*  hi*  )r<*niti«  WM  to  ditMnrtiUhMl  (bat,  althoufth 
Uuif  Ittl.  r  ib-i.)  A  *4.ti(jul-t>oi,  be  M^i  .^  uitti>d  into  the  lx»: 


l: 


For  while  by  Chine's  image  charmed. 
Too  far  in  Sabine  woods  I  stray'd  ; 

Me  singing,  careless  and  iinarm'd, 
A  giizsly  wolf  surprised,  and  fled. 

No  savage  more  portentous  stain*d 
Apulia*s  spacious  wilds  with  gore; 

No  fiercer  Juba's  thirsty  land. 
Dire  nurse  of  raging  lions,  bore. 

Place  me  where  no  soft  summer  gale 
Among  the  quivering  branches  sighs ; 

Where  clouds  condens'n  for  ever  veil 
With  horrid  gloom  the  frowning  skies : 

Place  me  beneath  the  burning  line, 
A  clime  denied  to  human  race  : 

I'll  sing  of  Chloe*s  charms  divine. 

Her  heavenly  voice  and  beauteous  fiice. 


TsAKSLATioK  or  HoaACX.     Book  II.  Ode  tx. 

Clouds  do  not  always  veil  the  skies. 
Nor  showers  immerse  the  verdant  plain  3 

Nor  do  the  billows  always  rise. 
Or  storms  afflict  the  ruffled  main. 

Nor,  Valgxus,  on  th'  Armenian  shores 
Do  the  cbain*d  waters  always  freece ; 

Not  always  fnrious  Boreas  roars. 

Or  bends  with  violent  force  the  trees. 

Bttt  you  arc  ever  drown*d  in  tears. 
For  Mystcs  dead  you  ever  mourn ; 

No  setting  Sol  can  ease  your  care, 
But  finds  you  sad  at  his  return. 

The  wise  eiperienc*d  Grecian  sage 
Moum*d  not  Antilochus  so  long  ; 

Nor  did  King  Priam's  hoary  age 
So  much  lament  his  slaughter'd 


Leave  ofi*,  at  length,  these  woman's  sighs^ 
Augustus*  numerous  trophies  sing  ; 

Repeat  that  prince's  victories. 
To  whom  all  nations  tribute  bring. 

Niphates  rolls  an  humbler  wave. 

At  length  the  undaunted  Scythian  yieUi^ 
Content  to  live  the  Iloman*s  slave, 

And  scarce  forsakes  bb  native  fields. 


TaAVSLATiov  or  Past  or  trs  Dialoocc 
Hkctos  AMD   ANDaoMACHK.     From  the 
Book  ot  HoMca's  Iuad. 

SiiK  ceas'd;  then  godlike  Hector  anstror'J  kind 
( His  various  plumage  sporting  in  the  wind ), 
That  post«  and  all  the  rest,  shall  be  my  care ; 
But  shall  I,  then,  forsake  th'  unfinish'd  war  ? 
How  would  the  Trojans  brand  i^reat  Hector's  vmme  I 
And  one  base  action  sully  all  my  fame, 
Acquir'd  by  wounds  and  battles  bravely  fought  ! 
Ob  t  how  my  soul  abhors  so  mean  a  thought. 


mmiianT  of  the  placv.  and  h.td  no  ccimmnn  attaatioii 
liim  ;  or  ttht«  h  rem^rkAblc  in«tmnc«ft  vrrs  long 
thcff«..^PBacT. 


to 


»■ 
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LoDgfiaee  I  leam*d  to  slight  this  fleeting  breath, 
i   Aod  Tttv  with  cbecrfiil  eyes  approaching  death. 

TV  iaaonble  naters  hare  decreed 

Tte  ?nm*t  boott  and  Priam's  self  shall  bleed : 
-  Tbedif  will  come  in  which  ]Mroud  Troy  shall  yield, 
;  Aai  tpnad  its  smoking  ruins  o*er  the  field. 
\  Te:  Hecuba's^  nor  Friam's  hoary  age, 

Vbott  blood  shall  quench  some  Greeian*s  thinly 

I  Sor  my  bnve  brothers,  that  have  bit  the  ground, 
IWrsottlsdisxniss'd  through  many  a  ghastly  wound, 
Cu  in  my  bosom  half  that  grief  create, 
Ai  the  lad  thought  of  your  impending  fate  : 
When  some  proud  Grecian  dame  shall  tasks  impose, 
Xioie  roar  tears,  and  ridicule  your  woes ; 
Benestb  HyperiaN  waters  shall  you  sweat. 
Add,  Minting,  scarce  support  the  liquid  weight : 
Umb  dull  tome  Argive  loud  insulting  cry. 
Behold  the  wife  of  Hector,  guard  of  Troy  ! 
Tcsn,  St  my  name,  shall  drown  those  beauteous  eyes, 
Aad  thst  fsir  bosom  heave  with  rising  sighs. 
Bcfim  that  day,  by  some  brave  hero's  hand, 
Xsjr  I  lie  ilain,  and  spurn  the  bloody  sand  1 


To  A  Touvo  L.AnT  on  asa  BiarifDAT.' 


Tan  tributary  Tcne  receive,  my  fiur, 
Vinn  with  an  ardent  lover's  fond«st  pfaycr. 
I  Hay  this  fvcamin^  day  for  ever  find 
Ihy  krm  more  lovelyt  more  adom'd  thy  miod ; 
All  ptiei»  all  cares  may  favouring  Heaven  remove. 
All  but  the  sweet  solicitudes  of  love  ! 
^y  powerfbl  nature  join  with  grateful  art. 
To  point  each  glance,  and  force  it  to  the  heart ! 
%  then,  when  cooquer'd  crowds  confess  thy  sway, 
^^  eT*fl  proud  wealth  and  prouder  wit  obey, 
Mt  &irt  be  mindful  of  the  mighty  trust, 
AIm  !  'tis  hard  Car  beauty  to  be  just 
T^cut  toieieigu  cfaamis  with  strictest  care  employ ; 
^  give  the  generooa  pain,  the  worthless  joy  : 
With  hit  own  form  acquaint  the  forward  fool, 
Skrwn  in  the  fiuthlul  glass  of  ridicule ; 
Tfi^  oumic  cenaure  her  own  iaulta  to  find, 
^  oMre  let  eoquattea  to  themselves  be  blind, 
^  tbdl  Belinda'a  ehanns  improve  mankind. 


Thx  Yoomo  AoTHoa.' 

V»y  fint  the  peasant,  long  inclin'd  to  roam, 
^'^takes  Ua  rural  sports  and  peaceful  home, 
^^f^4  with  tbe  secne  the  smiling  ocean  yields, 
&  ■ftans  the  vcrdaat  meads  and  flow*ry  fields ; 
Titn  daaeca  y^v^^  o'er  the  watery  way, 
W'nle  the  bieeK  whispers,  and  the  streamers  play: 
Cohoanded  prospects  in  his  bosom  roll, 
^  falare  niUioBS  HA  his  rising  soul ; 
Ia  biifllQl  drrama  he  digs  the  g<Mden  mine, 
^  nfHai'd  scca  the  new-found  ruby  shine. 
^v  ifaimaic  !  thiek  clouds  invade  the  skies, 
^^^  mar  the  bfllowa,  high  tbe  waves  arise ; 


aw  chat  this  waa  nuide  almof t  m»* 


Sick'ning  witli  fear,  he  longs  to  view  the  shoret 
And  vows  to  trust  the  faithless  deep  no  more. 

So  the  young  Author,  panting  after  fiune. 
And  the  long  honours  of  a  lasting  name. 
Intrusts  his  hsppiness  to  human  kind, 
More  false,  more  crueK  than  the  seas  or  wind. 
**  Toil  on,  dull  crowd,**  in  ecstasies  he  cries, 
"  For  wealth  or  title,  perishable  prize ; 
**  While  I  those  transitory  blessings  scorn, 
•<  Secure  of  praise  from  ages  yet  unborn.** 
This  thought  once  fbrm*d,a}l  counsel  comes  too  late^ 
He  flies  to  press,  and  hurries  on  his  fate ; 
Swifily  he  sees  the  imagined  laureb  spread. 
And  feels  the  unfading  wreath  surround  his  head. 
Wam'd  by  another*s  fate,  vain  youth,  be  wise. 
Those  dreams  were  Settle's  once,  and  Ogllby's. 

The  pamphlet  spreads,  incessant  hisses  rise, 
To  some  retreat  the  bafiled  writer  flies ; 
Where  no  sour  critics  snarl,  no  sneers  molest. 
Safe  firom  the  tart  lampoon  and  stinging  jest ; 
There  begs  of  Heaven  a  less  distinguish'd  lot. 
Glad  to  be  hid,  and  proud  to  be  forgot. 


ThtWl 


'•at 


-  -.  vrltb  maor  alterations,  in  the  Gentle- 
1741,  p.  879.  —  BoswiLt.    He,  however,  did 


£riLOGUB    IVZllVOBD  TO   HA.VX   BUCK   STOSSN    BY    A 

Last  who  was  to  pe&sonatb  tub  Ghost  or 
Hebjuomb.* 

Yb  bioomiag  train,  who  give  despair  or  joy. 
Bless  with  a  saule,  or  with  a  frown  destroy ; 
In  whoee  fiiir  cheeks  destructive  Cupids  wait. 
And  with  unerring  shafts  distribute  fate  ; 
Whose  snowy  breasts,  whose  animated  eyes. 
Each  youth  admires,  though  each  admirer  dies ; 
Whilst  you  deride  their  pangs  in  barb'rous  play, 
Unpitying  see  them  weep,  and  hear  them  pray. 
And  unrelentmg  sport  ten  thousand  lives  away  ; 
For  you,  ye  fair,  I  quit  the  gloomy  plains. 
Where  sable  night  in  all  her  horror  reigns ; 
No  fragrant  bowers,  no  delightful  glades, 
'Receive  the  unhappy  ghosts  of  scornful  maids. 
For  kind,  for  tender  nymphs  the  myrtle  blooms. 
And  weaves  her  bending  boughs  in  pleasing  glooms : 
Perennial  roaes  deck  each  purple  vale, 
And  scents  ambrosial  breathe  in  every  gale : 
FVir  henee  are  banish'd  vapours,  spleen,  and  tears^ 
Tea  scandal,  ivory  teeth,  and  languid  airs : 
No  pug,  nor  favourite  Cupid  there  enjojrs 
The  balmy  kiss,  for  which  poor  Thyrsis  dies ; 
Form*d  to  delight,  they  use  no  foreign  arma, 
Nov  torturing  whalebones  pinch  them  into  charms ; 
No  conscious  blushes  there  their  cheeks  inflame. 
For  those  who  feel  no  guilt  can  know  no  shame  ; 
Un&ded  still  their  former  charms  they  shew. 
Around  them  pleasures  wait,  and  joys  for  ever  new. 
But  cruel  virgins  meet  severer  fates ; 
Expeil'd  and  eailed  from  the  blissful  seats. 
To  dismal  realms,  and  regions  void  of  peace, 
Where  furies  ever  howl,  and  serpents  hiss. 
0*er  the  sad  plains  perpetual  tempests  sigh. 
And  pois'nous  vapours  black'ning  all  the  sky. 
With  livtd  hue  the  fairest  face  o'ercast. 
And  every  beauty  withers  at  the  blast : 


'  Some  young  ladiei  at   Lichfield  having  proposed  to 
act  "  The  Digressed  Mother,**  JuIiomd   wrote  this,  and 

Save  it  to  Mr.  Hector  to  coorey  it  prirately  to  them.  — 
(OSWSLL. 
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Where'er  thej  Hj  their  loTera*  ghosts  pursue^ 

Inflicting  all  those  ills  which  once  they  knew ; 

Veiation,  Fury,  Jeftlousy,  Despair, 

Vex  evYy  eye,  and  eT*ry  bosom  tear ; 

Their  foul  deformities  by  all  descried. 

No  maid  to  flatter,  and  no  paint  to  hide. 

Then  melt,  ye  fiur,  while  clouds  around  you  sigh. 

Nor  let  disdain  sit  louring  in  your  eye ; 

With  pity  soften  every  awful  grace, 

And  beauty  staiile  auspicious  in  each  fiice ; 

To  ease  their  pains  exert  your  milder  power. 

So  shall  you  guiltless  reign,  and  all  mankind  adore. 

The  two  years  which  he  spent  at  home,  ailer 
his  return  from  Stourbridge,  he  passed  in  what 
he  thought  idleness,  and  was  scolded  by  his 
father  for  his  want  of  steady  application.  ^  He 
had  no  settled  plan  of  lif6,  nor  looked  forward 
at  all,  but  merely  lived  from  day  to  day.  Yet 
he  read  a  great  deal  in  a  desultory  manner, 
without  an^  scheme  of  study,  as  chance  threw 
books  in  his  way,  and  inclination  directed  him 
through  them.  He  nsed  to  mention  one  curious 
instance  of  his  casual  reading,  when  but  a  boy. 
Having  imagined  that  his  brother  had  hid  some 
apples  Dehind  a  Urgre  folio  upon  an  upper  shelf 
in  bis  father's  shop,  ne  climbed  up  to  search  for 
them.  There  were  no  apples;  out  the  lai^e 
folio  proved  to  be  Petrarch,  whom  he  had 
seen  mentioned,  in  some  preface,  as  one  of  the 
restorers  of  learning.  His  curiositv  having 
been  thus  excited,  he  sat  down  witn  avidity 
and  read  a  great  part  of  the  book.'  What  he 
read  during  these  two  years,  he  told  me,  was 
not  works  of  mere  amusement,  **  not  voyages 
and  travels,  but  all  literature,  Sir,  all  ancient 
writers,  all  manly;  though  but  little  Greek, 
only  some  of  Anacreon  and  Hesiod :  but  in 
this  irregular  manner,"  added  he,  ^'I  had  looked 
into  a  great  many  books,  which  were  not  com- 
monly known  at  the  universities,  where  they 
seldom  read  any  books  but  what  are  put  into 
their  hands  by  their  tutors;  so  that  when  I 
came  to  Oxford,  Dr.  Adams,  now  master  of 
Pembroke  College,  told  me,  I  was  the  best 
qualified  for  the  university  that  he  bad  ever 
known  come  there." 

In  estimating  the  progress  of  his  mind  during 
these  two  years,  as  well  as  in  future  periods  of 
his  life,  we  must  not  regard  his  own  hasty  con- 
fession of  idleness ;  for  we  sec,  when  he  explains 
himself,  that  he  was  acquiring  various  stores ; 
and,  indeed,  he  himself  concluded  the  account 
with  saying,  ^  I  would  not  have  jou  think  I 


1  He  probsblj  hrlpcd  hli  ftther  In  hit  butlneu.  Hswkiiu 
heard  him  uy  that  be  himielf  wat  iible  to  bind  a  book,  and 
Dr.  Harwood  showed  me  a  pocket-book  with  a  parchment 
eover,  said  to  have  been  bound  by  him.  —  Csokbr. 


>  Probably,  the  folio  edition  of  Petrarch's  Opera  Onmia 

Cettant,  Ba».  IftM ;  » hich  contain  both  his  Latin  and 
iao  works:  this  accident  may  have  led  to  Johnson's 
early  though  probably  slight  acquaintance  with  Italian. 
(See  jtoBt,  p.  si.  n.  4.)—  Cbokir. 

s  Hawkins  says  that  "  A  neighbouring  gentleman,  Mr. 
Andrew  Corbett.  having  a  son,  who  had  been  educated  in  the 
same  school  with  Johnson,  whom  he  was  about  to  send  to 
Pembroke  College,  In  Oaford,  a  proposal  was  made  and 
accepted,  that  Johnson  should  attend  his  son  thither  In 
quality  of  assistant  In  his  studies :  "  but  the  indisputable 
dalea  of  Corbott't  college  life  do  not  taUy  with  the  accounts 


was  doing  nothing  then.**  He  might,  perhaps, 
have  stucued  more  assiduously ;  but  it  may  be 
doubted,  whether  such  a  mind  as  his  was  not 
more  enriched  by  roainin^  at  large  in  the  fields 
of  literature,  than  if  it  nad  been  confined  to 
any  single  spot.  The  analogy  between  body 
and  mind  is  very  general,  and  the  parallel  will 
hold  as  to  their  food,  as  well  as  any  other  par- 
ticular. The  flesh  of  animals  who  feed  ex- 
cursively is  allowed  to  have  a  higher  flavour 
than  that  of  those  who  are  cooped  up.  May 
there  not  be  the  same  difierence  between  men 
who  read  as  their  taste  prompts,  and  men  who 
are  confined  in  cells  and  colleges  to  stated 
tasks? 


CHAPTER  HI. 
1728—1731. 


Enter*  Bemhrokt  Cdttege,  Oxford, — JTu  Cctttge  Life, 
—  The  **  Morbid  Mdanekofy  **  inereaeet.  —  Trane- 
bitee  Fope*$  Meuiah, — Course  of  Heading. —  Quiff 
College. 

That  a  man  in  Mr.  Michael  Johnson's  cir- 
cumstances should  think  of  sending  his  son  to 
the  expensive  university  of  Oxford,  at  his  own 
charge,  seems  very  improbable.  The  subject 
was  too  delicate  to  question  Johnson  upon  : 
but  I  have  been  assured  by  Dr.  Taylor,  that 
the  scheme  never  would  have  taken  place,  had 
not  a  gentleman  of  Shropshire,  one  of  nis  school- 
fellows, spontaneously  undertaken  to  support 
him  at  Oxford,  in  the  character  of  his  com- 
panion ;  though,  in  fact,  he  never  received  any 
assistance  whatever  from  that  gentleman.^ 

He,  however,  went  to  Oxford,  and  was  en- 
tered a  commoner  of  Pembroke  College,  on  the 
3 1st  of  October,'  1728,  being  then  in  nis  nine- 
teenth year. 

The  Reverend  Dr.  Adams,  who  afterwards 
presided  over  Pembroke  College  with  universal 
esteem,  told  me  he  was  present,  and  gave  me 
some  account  of  what  passed  on  the  night  of 
Johnson*s  arrival  at  Oxford.  On  Uiat  evening, 
his  father,  who  had  anxiously  accompanied  him, 
found  means  to  have  him  introduced  to  Mr. 
Jorden,  who  was  to  be  his  tutor.  His  being 
put  under  any  tutor,  reminds  us  of  what  Wood 
says  of  Robert  Burton,  author  of  the  ^*  Anatomy 
of  Melancholy,**  when  elected  student  of  Christ- 


of  either  Bofwell  or  Hawkins.  Corbett  was  of  the 
University  twenty  months  brjbre  and  twelve  or  thirtooa 
months  tffUr  Jcmnson.  And,  on  reference  to  the  college 
books,  it  appears  that  Corbett's  residence  was  »o  irre- 
gular, and  so  little  coincident  with  Johnson's,  that  there 
u  no  reason  to  suppose  that  Johnson  was  employed  either 
as  the  pHwute  tmtor  of  Corbett,  as  Hawkins  stales,  or  his 
companion,  as  Boswell  suggests.  Much  more  probable  Is 
the  statement  made  in  the  Memoirt  before  mentioned,  that 
his  godfother  Dr.  Swinfen  and  some  other  gentlemen  of  tiie 
neighbourhood  contributed  to  send  him  to  Oxford.  This 
is  corroborated  br  the  (kcts  of  Idt  having  been  sent  to  Dr. 
Swinfen *s  own  college,  and  of  his  constant  and  generous  pro- 
tectloo  of  Mrs.  DesmouUns,  Dr.  Swlnfra*s  daughter,  from 
whom,  indeed,  the  writer  of  the  Memoin  seems  to  have 
derived  his  information.— Caoaaa. 
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dmrch ;  **  for  form*s  sake,  though  he  toanted  not 
a  hUor^  be  was  put  under  the  tuition  of  Dr. 
Jolm  Bancroft,  aherwards  Bishop  of  Oxon.**^ 

Uifl  father  seemed  very  full  of  the  merits  of 
bis  son,  and  told  the  company  he  was  a  good 
scholar,  and  a  poet,  and  wrote  Latin  yerses. 
His  figure  and  manner  appeared  strange  to 
tbem  ;  but  he  behaved  modestly,  and  sat  silent, 
dll  upon  something  which  occurred  in  the 
course  of  convenadon,  he  suddenly  struck  in 
and  quoted  Macrobius ;  and  thus  he  gave  the 
first  impression  of  that  more  extensiye  reading 
in  whicn  be  had  induced  himself. 

His  tutor,  Mr.  Jorden^  fellow  of  Pembroke, 
was  not,  it  seems,  a  man  of  such  abilities  as  we 
should  conceire  requisite  for  the  instructor  of 
Samuel  Johnson,  wno  gave  me  '  the  following 
account  of  him :  — 

**  He  was  a  very  worthy  man,  but  a  heavy 
man;  and  I  did  not  pront  much  by  his  in- 
structions. Indeed,  I  did  not  attend  him 
mucb.  The  first  day  after  I  came  to  college  I 
waited  upon  him,  and  then  staid  away  four. 
On  the  sixth,  Mr.  Jorden  asked  me  why  I  had 
not  attended.  I  answered,  I  had  been  sliding 
in  Christ-church  meadow.  And  this  I  said 
with  as  much  nonchalance  as  I  am  now  talking 
to  you.  I  had  no  notion  that  I  was  "^i^^  or 
irreverent  to  my  tutor."  —  Boswsix.  "  That, 
Sir,  was  great  fortitude  of  mind."  —  Jobs  son. 
"  No,  Sir ;  stark  insensibility."  * 

The  fifUi  of  November  was  at  that  time  kept 
with  great  solemnity  at  Pembroke  College,  and 
exercises  upon  the  subject  of  the  day  were  re- 
quired. tiM>hDson  neglected  to  perform  his, 
which  is  much  to  be  regretted  ;  for  his  vivacity 
of  imagination,  and  force  of  lan^age,  would 
probabfy.have  produced   some^ing   sublime 


>  Atb«n.  Oxon.  edit.  1721.  i.  627.— Boswbll. 

>  There  are,  as  Dr.  Hall  Informed  me,  wtveral  errort  In 
Mr.  Bocw^r*  aocoont  of  Jobnson'i  college  life.  He  either 
<Sd  not  cooftult  Dr.  Adams,  or  must  hare  misundentood  Dr. 
Adaiin'f  information.  There  are  at  Pembroke  two  tutors 
far  the  whole  college,  wo  that  Mr.  Jorden  was  no  more  the 
tutor  of  Johnaoo  than  of  any  other  ttudent,  and  Johnaon  wai 
eqnallj  the  pupil  of  the  other  college  tutor.  But  a  more 
anlow  error  is  that  at  to  the  period  of  Jobnaon'i  actual  re- 
sidemet  at  Oxford,  which  perTadet,  and,  in  some  important 
pohsts,  fklalAes  Boswelt's  narraCiTe.  Bos  well  assumes  that 
Che  j«ftra  I71S,  1730,  and  1731  were  all  spent—  with  only  the 
iHtal  ioterrupcion  of  the  college  vacations  —  at  Oxford,  and 
he  adapca  all  his  subsequent  statements,  and  several  anec- 
dotaa,  to  this  hypothesis ;  but  an  examination  of  the  college 
bmLs  proves  thai  Johnson,  who  entered  on  theSIst  October, 
17»,  reoMincd  there,  even  during  the  vacations,  to  the  18th 
Deeesnber,  1729,  when  he  personally  left  the  college,  and 
•ever  retaroed  — though  his  name  remained  on  the  books  till 
Stk  OetaA»er,  1731.  This  abrupt  termination  of  his  rttidence 
waano  doabt  occasioned  by  the  hypochondriacal  Illness  men- 
tiooed  imUi,  p. 9.  n.  I.  and  pott,  p.  14.).  and  it  is  probable 
that  his  name  remained  on  the  books  in  the  hope  that  his 
health  aDd  bis  means  might  enable  him  to  return.  His 
bealih,  we  shall  see,  mended,  but  the  pecuniary  resources 
fiiiled.    If  Johnson  had  remained  hi  college  iu  1730.  there 

e  two  scholarsUps  to  which  he  would  have  been  eligible, 
ooo  of  which  Dr.  Hall  did  not  doubt  that  he  would  have 
But  see,  in  his  visit  to  Oxford,  In  1754,  his 
own  opfaifon  that  it  was  fortunate  for  bis  literary  character 
ttmt  he  bad  been  foroBd  out  of  the  routine  of  a  college  life. 
—  Cbokee. 

3  (txford,  March  90.  1776 BoawitL. 

«  It  ought  to  be  remembered,  that  Dr.  Johnson  was  apt.  In 
Us  literary  aa  well  as  moral  exercises,  to  overcharge  hia 
^  -^ —     Dr.  Adams  Informed  roe,  that  he  attended  his  tutor^'s 


lecturea,  aod  aUso  the  lectures  to  the  College  Hall,  very  rwu- 
lariy BoewxLL.    When  be  related  •this  anecdote  to  Mrs. 


upon  tbe  Gunpowder  Plot.  To  apologise  for 
his  neglect,  he  gave  in  a  short  copy  of  verses, 
entitled  Somnimnj  containing  a  common  thought 
"  that  the  Huse  had  come  to  him  in  his  sleep 
and  whispered,  that  it  did  not  become  him  to 
write  on  such  subjects  as  politics  ;  he  should 
confine  himself  to  humbler  themes  :**  but  the 
versification  was  trulv  Yirgilian. 

He  had  a  love  and  respect  for  Jorden,  not 
for  his  literature  *  but  for  his  worth.  **  When- 
ever,** said  he,  ^*a  voung  man  becomes  Jorden*s 
pupil,  he  becomes  nis  son.** 

Having  given  such  a  specimen  of  his  poetical 
powers,  he  was  asked  by  Mr.  Jorden  to  trans- 
late Fope*s  Messiah  into  Latin  verse,  as  a 
Christmas  exercise.  ^  He  performed  it  with 
uncommon  rapidity,  and  in  so  masterly  a  man- 
ner, that  he  obtamed  great  applause  from  it, 
which  ever  after  kept  him  high  m  the  estima- 
tion of  his  college,  and,  indeed,  of  all  the  uni- 
versity. 

It  is  said,  that  Mr.  Pope  expressed  himself 
concerning  it  in  terms  of  strong  approbation. 
Dr.  Taylor  told  me,  that  it  was  first  printed 
for  old  Mr.  Johnson,  without  the  knowledge  of 
his  son,  who  was  very  angry  when  he  heard  of 
it.  A  Miscellany  of  Poems,  collected  by  a 
person  of  the  name  of  Husbands,  was  pub- 
lished at  Oxford  in  1731.''  In  that  Miscellany, 
Johnson's  Translation  of  the  Messiah  appeared, 
with  this  modest  motto  from  Sc£diger*s  roetics, 
^£x  alieno  ingemopoetOy  ex  wo  tantum  versi- 
Jtcator." 

I  am  not  i^orant  that  critical  objections 
have  been  made  to  this  and  other  specimens  of 
Johnson*s  Latin  poetrv.  I  acknowledge  my- 
self not  competent  to  decide  on  a  question  of 
such  extreme  nicety.    But  I  am  satisfied  with 


Plot li,  he  laughed  very  heartily  at  his  own  insolence,  and  said 
they  endured  it  from  him  with  a  gentleness  that,  whenever 
he  thought  of  It.  astonished  himself.  Hawkins,  also  says, 
**  that  he  would  ollener  risk  the  payment  of  a  small  fine  than 
attend  his  lectures ;  nor  was  be  studious  to  conceal  the 
reason  of  his  absence.  Upon  occasion  of  one  such  imposi- 
tion, he  said  to  Jorden,  *  Sir,  you  hare  sconced  me  two- 
fence  for  non-attendance  at  a  lecture  not  worth  a  penny.' " 
do  not  much  credit  this  early  specimen  of  Johnson's  anti- 
thetical style,  and  indeed  I  believe,  with  Boswell,  that  all 
these  Instances  of  Insurbordinatlon  and  Insolence  were  very 
much  exaggerated,— for  he  told  the  same  anecdotes  to  Tom 
Warton  at  Oxford  in  a  very  different  tone,  and  confessed 
that  he  expected  his  tutor's  rebuke  with  a  **  beating  heart.** 
It  would  seem  as  If  Johnson  had  been  induced,  by  the  too 
obsequious  deference  of  bis  later  admirers,  to  assign  to  his 
Touthfial  character  a  little  more  of  sturdy  dignity  than,  when 
his  recollection  was  fresher  and  his  ear  unspoiled  by  flattery, 
he  assumed  to  Mr.  Warton.  (See  pottt  under  JtUn  1754.) 
—  CaoKXR. 

'^  Johnson  used  to  say,  '*  He  scarcely  knew  a  noun  f^om 
an  adverb."— Nichols.  Johnson  told  Mr.  Windham  that 
he  was  so  ignorant  as  to  say  that  the  Ramei  (the  disciples  of 
Kamus)  were  so  called  from  ramnSt  a  bimgk.-^  Cxokbr. 

A  This  must  have  been  the  Christmas  (I7'i8)  ImmedUtely 
following  his  enteriUK  into  college ;  for  he  never  spent  a 
second  Christmas  at  Pembroke.  —  Cbokbr. 

7  John  Husbands  was  a  contemporary  of  Johnson  at  Pem- 
broke College,  having  been  admitted  a  Fellow  and  A.M.  in 
17S6.  Hawkins  says  that  the  poem  having  been  shown  to  Pope, 
by  a  son  of  Dr.  Arbuthnot,  then  a  gentleman  commoner 
of  Christ-church,  was  read,  and  returned  with  this  enco- 
mium, "  The  writer  of  this  poem  will  leave  it  a  question 
for  posterity,  whetlter  his  or  mine  be  the  original."  But 
see  Pope's  own  statement,  pott,  p.  41.  I  do  not  find  that  it 
was  again  published  till  twenty-one  years  later,  whni  It  ap- 
peared in  the  Oeni.  Mag.  for  17M  with  Johnson's  name. — 
CaoKsa. 
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the  just  and  discriminatiTe  eulogy  pronounced 
upon  it  hj  my  friend  Mr.  Courtenay. 

**  And  with  like  ease  his  Tivid  lines  nniine 

The  garb  and  dignity  of  ancient  Rome. 

Let  college  Tene-men  trite  conooits  exprass, 

Trick'd  out  in  splendid  shreds  of  Virgil's  dress; 

From  playful  Ovid  cull  the  tinsel  phrase, 

Ahd  vapid  notions  hitch  in  pilfer*d  lays, 

Then  with  mosaic  art  the  piece  combine. 

And  boast  the  glitter  of  each  dulcet  line : 

Johnson  adventur*d  boldly  to  transfuse 

His  vigorous  sense  into  the  Latin  muse ; 

Aspir'd  to  shine  by  unreflected  light, 

And  with  a  Roman's  asdoor  think  and  write. 

He  felt  the  tuneful  Nine  his  -breast  inspire, 

And,  like  a  master,  wak'd  the  soothing  lyre : 

Horatian  strains  a  grateful  heart  proclaim. 

While  Sky's  wild  rocks  resound  his  Thraiia*s  name.* 

Hesperia*s  plant,  in  some  less  skilful  hands. 

To  bloom  a  while,  fiictttious  heat  demands : 

Though  glowing  Maro  a  fiunt  warmth  supplies, 

The  sickly  blossom  in  the  hot-house  dies 

By  Johnson's  genial  culture,  art,  and  toil. 

Its  root  strikes  deep,  and  owns  the  fostering  soil ; 

Imbibes  our  sun  through  all  its  swelling  veins. 

And  grows  a  native  of  Britannia's  plains."  ' 

The  "  morbid  melancholy/*  which  was  lurk- 
ing in  his  constitution,  and  to  which  we  may 
ascribe  those  particularities,  and  that  aversion 
to  regular  life,  which  at  a  very  early  period 
marked  his  character,  gathered  such  strength 
in  his  twentieth  year,  as  to  afflict  him  in  a 
dreadful  manner.  While  he  was  at  Lichfield, 
in  the  college  vacation'  of  the  year  1729,  he 
felt  himself  overwhelmed  with  a  horrible  hypo- 
chondria, with  perpetual  irritation,  fretfulness, 
and  impatience ;  and  with  a  dejection,  gloom, 
and  despair,  which  made  existence  misery. 

From  this  dismal  malady  he  never  afterwards 
was  perfectly  relieved,  and  all  his  labours,  and 
all  his  enjoyments,  were  but  temporary  inter- 
ruptions of  its  baleful  influence.  How  won- 
derful, bow  unsearchable  are  the  ways  of  Gon ! 
Johnson,  who  was  blessed  with  all  the  powers  of 
genius  and  understanding  in  a  degree  far  above 
the  ordinary  state  of  human  nature,  was  at  the 
same  time  visited  with  a  disorder  so  afflictive, 
that  they  who  know  it  by  dire  experience  will 
not  envy  his  exalted  endowments.  That  it 
was,  in  some  degree,  oocasioaed  by  a  defect  in 
his  nervous  system,  t^at  inexplicable  part  of 
our  frame,  appears  highly  probable.  He  told 
Mr.  Paradise  ^  that  he  was  sometimes  so  lan- 
guid and  inefficient,  that  he  oonld  not  distin- 
guish the  hour  upon  the  town-dock. 

Johnson,  upon  the  first  violent  attack  of  this 


1  Sm  MVf,  6  Sfpt.  1778,  the  Ode  to  Un.  Thrsle,  wrttten  in 
Sky. —  CsoKiR. 

*  PoeCtcal  Il(»vlew  of  the  Lttererf  snd  Moral  Character 
or  Dr.  Johnson,  bv  John  Coartenar.  Bsq.  M.P Boiwbll. 

s  A  mittake.    ate  tmti^.  13.  n.  1.— >  Crokbr. 

4  John  Paradise,  Esq.  D.C.L.  of  Oxford.  andF.R.S.,  was 
of  Greek  extraction,  the  eon  of  the  Bngllsh  consul  at  Sklonica, 
where  he  was  bom :  he  was  edneaked  at  Padua,  bat  resided 
the  Rreater  part  of  his  life  la  London ;  In  the  literarf  circles 
of  which  he  was  generallj  known,  and  highly  esteemed.    He 


disorder,  strove  to  overcome  it  by  forcible  ex- 
ertions. He  frequently  walked  to  Birming- 
ham and  back  again,  and  tried  many  other  ex- 
pedients, but  alfin  vain.  His  expression  con- 
cerning it  to  me  was,  "  I  did  not  then  know 
how  to  manage  it.**  His  distress  became  so 
intolerable,  that  he  applied  to  Dr.  Swinfen, 
physician  in  Lichfield,  his  god-father,  and  put 
mto  his  hands  a  state  of  ms  case,  written  in 
Latin.  Dr.  Swinfen  was  so  much  struck  with 
the  extraordinary  acutencss,  research,  and  elo- 
quence of  this  paper,  that  in  his  zeal  for  his 
godson  he  showea  it  to  several  people.  His 
daughter,  Mrs.  Desmoulins,  who  was  manv 
years  humanely  supported  in  Dr.  Johnson  a 
nouse  in  London,  told  me,  that  upon  his  disco- 
vering that  Dr.  Swinfen  had  communicated 
his  case,  he  was  so  much  offended  that  he  was 
never  afterwards  fully  reconciled  to  him.  He 
indeed  had  good  reason  to  be  offended ;  for 
thoush  Dr.  Swinfen*s  modve  was  good,  he  in- 
considerately betrayed  a  matter  deeply  inter- 
esting and  of  great  ddicacy,  which  had  been 
intrusted  to  him  in  confidence ;  and  exposed  a 
complaint  of  his  young  friend  and  patient, 
which,  in  the  supcrficiiu  opinion  of  the  gene- 
rality of  mankind,  is  attended  with  contempt 
and  disgrace. 

But  let  not  little  men  triumph  upon  knowing 
that  Johnson  was    an  Hypochondriac,  was 
subject  to  what  the  learned,  philosophical,  and 
pious   Dr.  Chcyne  has  so  well  treated  under 
the  title  of  "  The  English  Malady."     Though 
he  suffered  severely  from  it,  he  was  not  there- 
fore degraded.    The  powers  of  his  great  mind 
might  be  troubled,  and  their  full  exercise  sus- 
pended at  times ;  but  the  mind  itself  was  ever 
endre.    As  a  proof  of  this,  it  is  only  necessary 
to  consider,  tnat,  when  he  was    at  the  very 
worst,  he  composed  that  state  of  his  own  case, 
which  showed  an  uncommon  vigour,  not  only 
of  fancy  and  taste,  but  of  judgment.     I  am 
aware  that  he  himself  was  too  ready  to  call  such 
a  complaint  by  the  name  of  madness ;  in  con- 
formity with  which  notion,  he  has  traced  its 
gradations,  with  exquisite  nicety,  in  one  of  the 
chi^>ters  of  his    Rabsslas.  '      But  there  is 
surely  a  clear  distinction  between  a  disorder 
whicn  affects  only  the  ima^ation  and  spirits, 
while  tlie  judgment  is  sound,  and  a  disorder 
by  which  the  judgment  itself  is  impaired.    This 
distinction  was  made  to  me  by  the  late  Pro- 
fessor Gaubius  ^  of  Lcyden,  physician  to  the 
Prince  of  Orange,  in  a  conversation  which  I 
had  with  him  several  years  ago,  and  he  ex- 
panded it  thus :  *^  If,*'  said  he,  "  a  man  tells 


became  intimate  with  Jolmion  In  the  latter  portion  of  the 
Doctor's  life ;  was  a  member  of  his  Essex  Street  club,  and 
attended  bis  fttncral.    He  died  Dec  12.  1795.  —  CaoKm. 

^  Chapter  44.  "  On  the  danoerotis  PreTalence  of  imasf  na- 
tion :"  in  which  JohnsoDno  doubt  relates  his  owascnaatioiu. 
_  Crokbr. 

*  Jerome  David  Gaubius  was  bom  at  Ueldelberff,  In  170&. 
He  died  in  17^0,  leavlnf  SfTrral  works  of  considerable  ralue. 
A  translation  Into  EnsiUh  of  his  "  Institutiones  Pathologtae 
Mcdicinalis  **  appeared  In  1770.  —  Wmoht. 
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oe  tbt  he  is  g:rieTaiisl7  disturbed,  for  that  he 
HM^fae  sees  a mffim  connng  tgaiiist  him 
liiliidnwii  sword,  though  at  Uie  same  time 
kkammu it  is  a  deiuBion,  I  |>TODounce  him 
>  to  bve  t  ^iisordered  tmaginatkm ;  bnt  if  a 
as  (cBi  me  that  he  sees  tms,  and  in  ooneter- 
moaedhUi  me  to  look  at  it,  I  pronounce 
Ub  to  be  moi/.*' 

h  tt  a  common  effect  of  low  spirits  or  me- 

Ii&eyT,  to  make  those  who  are  affficted  with 

k  inagine  tbat  the/  are  actually  anfierinff  those 

mk  vkich  happen  to  be  most  strongnr  pre- 

Mnted  to  their  minds.    Some    have  fancied 

dbeauelves  to  be  depriyed  of  the  nae  of  their 

Ws  some  to  labour  under  acute  diseases, 

9*j»n  to  be  in  extreme  poverty ;  when,  in 

truth,  there  was  not  the  least  reality  in  anj  of 

'ie  tuppoeitiens ;    so  that,  when  the  vapours 

vere  dispelled,  they  were  ccmvinced  of  the 

Moiion.    To  Johnson,  whose  supreme  enjoy- 

oeat  was  the  exercise  of  his  reason,  the  dis- 

tarhooce  or  obscuration  of  that  faculty  was 

'he  eril  joost  to  be  dreaded.    Insaxuty,  tliere- 

fvf,  VIS  the  object  of  his  most  dismal  appre- 

WasioQ ;  and  he  fimcied  himself  seized  by  it, 

cr^roack'ng  to  it,  at  the  very  time  when  he 

ns  finDg  proofs  of  a  more  than  ordinary 

*OBavMi  and  vigour  of  judgment.    That  his 

°VD  diseased  inuf^nation  should  have  so  far 

i^eored  Um  is  strange ;  but  it  is  stranger  still 

'ifatt  Mne  of  his  friends  should  have  given 

'T«dit  to  hb  groimdlesB  opinion,  when  they  had 

*vh  uKkmbCed  proofs  that  it  was  totally  falla- 

k'39 ;  thouffa  it  is  by  no  means  suiprising  that 

[»>e  who  wwh  to  depreciate  him  should,  since 

»  death,  have  laid  nold  of  this  circumstance, 

•^ikdsieA  upon  it  with  very  tmfair  aggrava- 

-^nidit  t^  oppression  and  distraction  of  a 
•  <^3»*  which  very  few  have  felt  in  its  full 
^cat,  but  many  *  have  experienced  in  a  slighter 
<Tee,  Johnson,  in  his  writings,  and  in  his 
'-aTenatiott,  never  failed  to  display  all  the 
^tneiet  of  intellectual  excellence.^  In  his 
•"arth  tknu^  this  world  to  a  better,  his  mind 


^in  %  it  Co  be  pTMOHMd,  «u  BMwell*»  reason  for  con- 
"^ «x  tk4C  I — tng~  of  Mr.  Hc<etor*f  paper  qmitod  In  p.  9, 
**' '  •  boe  JohiMoo  MobmK  wu  not  lo  serupulouf.     He 


serupul 

Mi.  Vjpf.  16.  I77S).  that  **  he  bad  Inlierlted  from  Ml 

''^  A  vifr  T  ftmiMw  vbich  bad  made  him  morf  all  hit  life 

'.-•««  not  Mber ;  *'  and,  in  a  letter  to  Dr.  Wartun 

-^  ^  ini).  to  mf  oi  Collint.  then  iiuame,  **  Poor  dear 

• '  I  tavr  been  often  «wvr  U$  ttrnte^  and  therefore  hare 

tftoo."  —  CaoKsa. 

_  himaelf  occaitonaHj  aflHeCed  with  thlf 

of  eplrfla,  and  wat,  at  hilerTala.  eqaally 


'''  t»  mraxygms  of  what  vbmj  be  called  merrbid  vinteHy. 

'  "^  •  Seilct  ef  Beaafs  lo  we  Londoo  Uagaslne,  under 

*  ^  -  of  the  "  HTpochondrlae.**  lereaty  In  number,  eom- 

"'•f  h  1717.  and  carried  on  UIl  1783.  -.  Caoatn. 

'"^H  mt,  Bwwdl  wrtces  tfaue  to  Mr.  Malone:  — "  I 

'*  *»mmr  veclu.  had  the  most  wofal  return  of  melan- 

' .  —mil  ch^  I  bare  not  only  had  no  relifh  of  any- 

'  *•  •  canttamal  nacnsbiMi ;  and  all  the  proepeet  before 

"  ^  ih«  m*  of  Hip,  hai  eeemed  gloomv  and  hopeleM.*' 

-   '  larcfe  •  ^**  la  the  night  between  the  laetof  Pebni- 

'  M  Sna  ef  iMa  mooth,  I  had  a  sudden  relief  from  die 

^A<9Me  Sberder.  wMch  eeeaslonallr  eloodt  my  niod  nod 

*.V  ^*  vlKraMe.** From  the  orlnnala  in  the  panesslon 

■  ••  r — 


haa  been  the  eompUJnt  of  the  food, 

^  ^  «-<%  «S  tbe  witir,  and  ereo  eT  the  gay. 


still  appeared  grand  and  brilliant,  and  impressed 
ail  around  him  with  the  truth  of  Virgil^  noble 
sentiment — 

**  IgneuM  ttt  olUs  vigor  et  ctdtitU  origo.**  * 

The  history  of  his  mind  as  to  religion  Is  an 
important  article.  I  have  mentioned  the  early 
impressions  made  upon  his  tender  imagination 
by  his  mother,  who  continued  her  pious  cares 
with  assiduity,  but,  in  his  opinion,  not  with 
judgment.  "  Sunday,"  said  he,  "  was  a  heavy 
day  to  me  when  I  was  a  boy.  My  mother 
confined  me  on  that  day,  and  made  me  read 
*  The  Whole  Duty  of  Man,'  from  a  great  part 
of  which  I  could  derive  no  instruction.  When, 
for  instance,  I  had  read  the  chapter  on  theft, 
which  from  my  infancy  I  had  been  taught  was 
wrong,  I  was  no  more  convinced  that  theft  was 
wrong  than  before ;  so  there  was  no  accession 
of  knowledge.  A  boy  should  be  introduced  to 
such  books,  by  having  his  attention  directed  to 
the  arrangement,  to  the  style,  and  other  ex- 
cellencies of  composition ;  that  the  mind  being 
thus  engaged  by  an  amusing  variety  of  objects, 
may  not  grow  weary." 

He  communicated  to  me  the  following  par- 
ticulars upon  the  subject  of  his  religious  pro- 
gress:— ^^  I  fell  into  an  inattention  to  religion, 
or  an  indifference  about  it,  in  my  ninth  year. 
The  church  at  Lichfield,  in  which  we  had  a 
seat,  wanted  reparation^,  so  I  was  to  go  and 
find  a  seat  in  other  churches ;  and  having  bad 
eyes,  and  being  awkward  about  this,  I  used  to 
so  and  read  in  the  fields  on  Sunday.  This 
habit  continued  till  my  fourteenth  year ;  and 
still  I  find  a  great  reluctance  to  go  to  church. 
I  then  became  a  sort  of  lax  talker  against  re- 
ligion, for  I  did  not  much  think  against  it; 
and  this  lasted  till  I  went  to  Oxford,  where  it 
would  not  be  suffered.  When  at  Oxford,  I 
took  up  *Law*8^  Serious  Call  to  a  Holy  Life,* 
expecting  to  find  it  a  dull  book  (as  such  books 
generally  are),  and  perhaps  to  laugh  at  it.  But 
I  found  Law  ouite  an  overmatch  for  me ;  and 
this  was  the  nrst  occasion  of  my  thinking  in 


the  author  of  the  best  Trench  comedy  after  Moli^re,  was 
atrabUtooi,  and  MoH^re  himself  saturnine.  Dr.  Johnson, 
Gray,  and  Burns*  were  all,  more  or  less,  affected  by  It  occa- 
sionally. It  was  the  prelude  to  the  more  awful  malady  of 
CoUlns,  Cowper,  Swift,  and  Smart ;  but  it  by  no  means  fol- 
lows that  a  partial  aBietion  of  this  disorder  Is  to  terminate 

like  tbetr«.''    Bgrtm,  vol.  ▼!.  p.  »96 Wbiout.     This  list 

of  superior  Intellects  liable  to  cnmtkutlonal,  and,  as  I  believe, 
hereditary  disorder,  might  be  targelr  augmented,  and  would, 
In  my  opinion,  include  Lord  Byron  himself.— Cboku»  1846. 

*  **  In  them  we  trace 

The  flerr  irigour  of  a  heavenly  race.'*    JEn.  vl.  730 —  0. 

s  Jobnioars  parish  churdi,  St.  Mary's,  being  In  a  decayed 
state,  was  taken  down  in  1716,  and  the  present  structure  was 
Ihilshedand  opened  in  17S1.  How  important  Is  this  other- 
wise trirlal  eirenmttanee  towards  enforcing  the  '  kabtt  *  of 
€lnirtk*foimg  I  The  accidental  interruption  of  this  duty 
shook  ror  a  time  Johnson's  faltb,  and  was  felt  eren  in  hb 
matiwer  days.  —  Cnoasa. 

<  William  Law  was  born  I6S8,  entered.  In  1705,  of  Bra. 
Coll.  Cambridfe,  Fellow  In  1711,  and  A.  M.  in  1712.  On 
the  aoeesslon  of  the  Hanover  ikmlly  he  reftued  the  oaths. 
He  was  tutor  to  Mr.  Gibbon's  fnther,  at  Putney,  and  Anally 
retired,  with  two  pious  ladies,  Mrs.  Hutrhinson  and  Mrs. 
Gibbon,  the  aunt  oi  the  historian,  to  a  kind  of  conrentuai  to- 
elusion  at  King's  Cllfib,  his  natlt e  place.  He  died  in  1761 .  — 
Caostia. 
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earnest  of  religion,  sfter  I  became  capable  of 
rational  enquiir.***  From  this  time  forward 
religion  was  the  predominant  object  of  his 
thoughts ;  though,  with  the  just  sentiments  of 
m  conscientious  Christian,  he  lamented  that  hb 
practice  of  its  duties  fell  hr  short  of  what  it 
ought  to  be. 

This  instance  of  a  mind  such  as  that  of 
Johnson  being  first  disposed,  bj  an  unexpected 
incident,  to  think  with  anxiety  of  the  mo- 
mentous concerns  of  eternity,  and  of  ^  what 
he  should  do  to  be  sared,  may  for  ever 
be  produced  in  opposition  to  the  superficial 
and  sometimes  profane  contempt  that  has  been 
thrown  upon  those  occasional  impressions  which 
it  is  certam  many  Christians  have  experienced : 
though  it  must  be  acknowledged  that  weak 
minds,  from  an  erroneous  supposition  that  no 
man  is  in  a  state  of  grace  who  has  not  felt  a 
particular  conversion,  have,  in  some  cases, 
brought  a  degree  of  ridicule  upon  them;  a 
ridicule,  of  which  it  is  inconsiderate  or  unfair 
to  make  a  general  application. 

How  seriously  Jonnson  was  imj>ressed  with 
a  sense  of  religion,  even  in  the  vigour  of  his 
youth*,  appears  from  the  following  passage  in 
nis  minutes  kept  by  way  of  diary: —  **  Sept.  7. 
1736.  I  have  this  day  entered  upon  my  28th 
year.  >£aycst  thou,  O  God,  enable  me,  for 
Jesus  Cbn8t*8  sake,  to  spend  this  in  such  a 
manner,  that  I  may  receive  comfort  from  it  at 
the  hour  of  death,  and  in  the  day  of  judgment! 
Amen." 

The  particular  course  of  his  reading  while  at 
Oxford,  and  during  the  time  of  vacation  which 
he  parsed  at  homef  cannot  be  traced.  ^  Enough 
has  been  said  of  his  irregular  mode  of  study. 
He  told  mc,  that  from  his  earliest  years  he 
loved  to  read  poetry,  but  hardly  ever  read 
any  poem  to  an  end ;  that  he  read  Shakspeare 
at  a  period  so  early,  that  the  speech  of  the 
ghost  in  Handet  terrified  him  when  he  was 


*  Mri^  Piotii  htf  friren  a  iCruin  fantasticut  arrount  of  the 
orlg1n.il  of  Dr.  Juhnton'i  belief  To  our  moht  holjr  religion. 
**  At  ihf  axe  o(  tm  jreart  hi*  mind  wai  dUturbcd  bj  icruplet 
of  loriil<'lity.  which  prt-yed  upon  hU  tplriu,  and  made  him 
Tery  iin«>aty  ;  the  more  to,  as  he  rerealed  hit  uiiea»lneM  to 
none,  b«-ing  naturally  (at  he  laid)  of  a  •uU<*n  temper,  and 
retervtHl  uitpokition.  He  learched.  howrTcr,  diligently,  but 
fniitlettly.  for  CTidencet  of  th«  truth  of  reTel.Uion  ;  and  at 
leofcth.  rtcoltrcting  a  Imok  lie  had  oitrr  neen  [I  tmnaoBe  at 
Jl»e  f/ran  oJd]  tn  hU  father's  shop,  entitled  *  De  Verlute 
RrllftionU.'  Ac.  he  began  to  thmk  hlmtelf  kfgkiif  culpable 
tor  nrgli'cting  lucb  mean*  of  Information,  and  took  himself 
serer«'ly  to  task  for  this  «As,  adding  many  acts  of  roluotary, 
anil  to  others  unknown,  nenantf.  The  first  opportunity 
which  ofltTed,  of  course,  ne  seised  tbe  book  with  at idity  ; 
but.  on  exAmlnatlon,  not  fimdmf(  kim$e(/  scholar  enottgk  to 
peruBf  its  amtrmis,  set  his  heart  at  rc»t ;  and  not  thinking  to 
rnqutr«>  whathrr  there  were  anj  English  books  written  on 
the  kubiert,  followed  his  usual  amut^ments.  and  constdcred 
kit  coHMctmcc  as  lightened  qf  a  crime,  Hp  redoubled  his 
diligence  to  Iraro  the  language  that  contained  the  Informution 
hr  m»tt  vutted  for  ;  but  from  the  piAin  which  guilt  \namrl^^ 
ka9imgi>m-ttfd  to  ttad  trkaikeaid  not  understand]  had  given 
him.  lie  now  brKAti  to  drduce  tbesoul's  immortJiKty  [a  sensa^ 
tttm  f*f  pmtn  in  ikis  world  betng  am  nnquestionabU  ttroqf  qf 
ewittmc*  in  tfmwVr],  which  was  the  point  that  belief  first 
s(op{>c<i  at :  mndfiam  thai  moment  resoMng  lobe  a  Christian, 
becAine  oo^  of  tite  most  Malous  aitd  pious  ones  our  nation 
ever  protluceH."  (Anecdotes,  p.  17.)  This  Is  one  of  the 
Ottmerouft  misrepresentations  of  this  11* eiy  lady,  which  It  Is 
worth  while  U>  correct  (  for  If  credit  should  be  givcii  to  such 
achUdiah,  trradooAl,  and  TMicalow  mmcomdc  of  Um  fbond*- 


alone ;  that  Horaoe*s  odes  were  the  composi- 

I  tions  in  which  he  took  most  delieht  \  and  it 

I  was    long  before  he  liked  his  Epistles  and 

I  Satires.    He  told  me  what  he  read  MoUdlf  at 

'  Oxford  was  Greek ;  not  the  Grecian  histonans, 

but  Homer  and  Euripides,  and  now  and  then 

a  little  Epigram ;  that  the  stud^  of  which  he 

was  the  most  fond  was  metaphysics,  but  he  had 

not  read  much,  even  in  that  way.    I  always 

thought  that  he  did  himself  injuslice  in  his 

account  of  what  he  had  read,  and  that  he  must 

have  been  speaking  with  reference  to  the  vast 

portion  of  study  wmch  is  possible,  and  to  which 

a  few  scholars  m  the  whole  history  of  literature 

have  attained;   for  when  I  once  asked  him 

whether  a  person,  whose  name  I  have  now  for- 

fotten,  studied  hard,  he  answered,  *^  No,  Sir. 
do  not  believe  he  studied  hard.    I  never 
knew  a  man  who  studied  hard.    I  conclude, 
indeed,  firom  the  effects,  that  some  men  have 
studied  hard,  as  Bentley  and  Clarke.**    Trying 
him  by  that  criterion  upon  which  he  formed 
his  judgment  of  others,  we  may  be  absolutely 
certain,  both  from  his  writings  and  his  conver- 
sation, that  his  reading  was  very  extensive. 
Dr.  Adam  Smith,  than  whom  few  were  better 
judges  ^  on  this  subject,  once  observed  to  me, 
that  **  Johnson  knew  more  books  than  any  man 
alive.**    He  had  a  peculiar  facility  in  seizing 
at  once  what  was  valuable  in  any  book,  without 
submitting  to  the  labour  of  perusing  it  from 
beginning  to  end.    He  had,  from  the  irritability 
of  nis  constitution,  at  all  times,  an  impatience 
and  hurry  when  he  either  read  or  wrote.     A 
certain  apprehension  arising  from  novelty  made 
him  write  his  first  exercise  at  college  twice 
over ;  but  he  never  took  that  trouble  with  any 
other  composition;  and  we  shall  see  that  fa  19 
most  excellent  works  were  struck  off  at  a  heat, 
with  rapid  exertion.* 

Tet  he  appears,  from  his  early  noto«    or 
memorandums  in  my  possession,  to  have  at 


tion  of  Dr.  Johnson's  faith  In  Christianity,  bow  little  <^rrs)  t 
would  be  due  to  it!   Mrs.  Ploiti  seems  to  wish,  tti.ti  tl^- 
world  should  think  Dr.  Johnson  also  under  the  hifli»«  ncv  vt 
that  easy  logic,  "  Stet  pro  ratione  volunUs.**—  BotwriL 

s  He  was  then  married  and  resident  at  Edlal.<>  Caos.s«_ 

3  SceflN/r.  p.  13.  n.  1. 

*  Though  two  or  three  of  his  pieces  are  easT.  and  in  wh .(«»  K  ^ 
perhaps  thouxht  the  Horatlan  style,  we  shall  see  that  t      M    .  • 
Carter  he  confessed  a  fondness  fi>r  Martial,  and  his  •'(•i,:*  i . 
oertainlysavourorthatpartialitv.  Dr.  Ilailhadasmall  *•  ;.    <  « 
of  heodecasy liable  poetry,  entitled  Porta  Rnsticantis    /  r 
rofiMS    0/iuM,  sirfC    Carmtna  Andrett  Frannsct  Land   .... 
Lond.  1713;  which  belonged  to  Johnscm,  and  »ome    i^..  «   . 
liarlties  of  the  style  of  these  verses  may  be  traced    In     k. .« 
collrce  compositions.  —  CaoKca. 

>  Boswell  might  have  selected.  If  not  a  betterjudpe.  at  If  «t. 
a  better  KUthoritri  for  Adam  Smith  had  but  a  shfttit  .■<  _ 
aualntance  with  Johnson,  and  the  judgment  nmooiiMe*  <i  t  v 
Smith  Is  one  which  could  only  be  justiti*^  b)  An  i'>t)'«  .^  ^ 
lileranr  intercourve.  But  Roswell's  natttmeditp  \ne\n%^\  || ,,, 
to  quote  the  eminent  Scottish  professor.  Wr  shall  ftr«>  n*  ^  , 
Instances  of  a  similar  partiality  —  not  illaudable  in  H*.**  «  | , 
but  which  the  reader  ought  to  b^ar  In  mind —  ra<ML*n. 

*  He  told  Dr.  Bumey.  thai  he  never  wrote  any  of  hit  work  «| 
that  were  printed,  ta  ice  oeer.  Dr.  Bumey's  woodrr  at  s«^  •  • »  ^ 
several  pages  of  his  Lioes  qi  the  Poets^  tn  man  •••en,  . 
with  scarce  a  blot  or  eraaure,  drew  this  observation  tt  .  .,j 
him.  -.  Maloni.  But  he  made  large  corrertl»n»  in  r  i .  ^i 
second  edition  of  the  it«iN&/rr.  and  In  the  third  e«rti.«. ,  ,  | 
the  l.iret  of  the  Poets  the  varutioos  were  so  con»i«l«-r«tb  , 
as  to  be  pnnted  in  a  separate  panphket.  for  Um  uae  o(  iorw«i«.  ^ 
purchasera —  Caoau. 
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I  imtm  tmes  attempted,  or  at  least  planned,  a 

metkcidiKal  course  of  stud^i  according  to  com- 

I  putitira,  of  which  he  was  all  his  life  fond,  as 

'  It  fixMi  bis  attention  steadily  upon  something 

\  vitlttat,  ind  mevented  his  mind  from  preying 

'  apoD  itid£    Thus  I  find  in  his  handwriting 

4  sufflber  of  lines  in  each  of  two  of  Euri- 

f«les's  Tni^edies,  of  the  Georgics  of  Virgil,  of 

,  thehft  ax  books  of  the  iBneid,  of  Horace's 

Art  of  Poetry,  of  three  of  the  books  of  Ovid*s 

iiletamoiphosca,  of  some  parts  of  Theocritus, 

U(I  of  tne  tenth  Satire  of  Juvenal ;   and  a 

•  table,  showing  at  the  rate  of  various  numbers 

a  diT,  (I  suppose,  verses  to  be  read,)  what 

'  vould  htt  in  each  case,  the  total  amount  in  a 

veek,  mooth,  and  jear.  ^ 

Xo  fflio  hid  a  more  ardent  love  of  literature, 
i€  I  higher  respect  for  it,  than  Johnson.  His 
fcpartment  in  rembroke  College  was  that  upon 
'4.*  leoaod  floor  over  the  gateway.  The  en- 
thusiast  of  learning  wUl  ever  contemplate  it 
vith  Tcneration.  One  day,  while  ne  was 
{.ttfog  in  it  quite  alone,  Dr.  Panting',  then 
cuter  of  the  College,  whom  he  called  "  a  fine 
J>t)bite  fellow,*'  overheard  him  uttering  this 
*<l*juy  in  his  strong  emphatic  voice :  "Well, 
I  iuTe  a  mind  to  see  what  is  done  in  other 
fiacei  of  learning.  TU  go  and  visit  the  uni- 
|;^Jies  abroad.  Ill  so  to  France  and  Italy. 
^U  ^  to  Padua.  Ana  PU  mind  my  business. 
Ftr  la  AiJkeman  blockhead  is  the  worst  of  all 
t>ahcads."5 

l>r.  Adams  told  me  that  Johnson,  while  he 
»jj  u  Pembroke  College,  "  was  caressed  and 
'Tci  bj  all  about  him,  was  a  gay  and  frolicsome 
'ufw^  and  passed  there  the  happiest  part  of 
' « iifc*  .  But  this  ia  a  striking  proof  of  the 
'*^J  of  apfiearancea,  and  how  little  any  of  us 
^v  of  the  real  internal  state  even  of  those 
*^«a  we  see  most  frequently ;  ibr  the  truth 
*•  '-Ut  he  was  then  depressed  by  poverty,  and 
sruu'd  by  disease.     When  I  mentioned  to 

,  ^  *^  *t  Pr^pm  amd  MtditaHont :  "  1764.  —  I  retoWe  to 
*V**;*  VHptorM  ;  I  hopf  in  the  originiil  languages.  Six 
■"^^  ib4  forty  vrrae*  ererr  Sandaj  will  nearlj  comnrlM 

^  --•?<•«•  ta  •  ynr.  — The  plan  which  I  formed  for 
*  y.'*f  fcrtptarea  «raj  Co  read  %\x  hundred  ?ertet  in 

^  ■  'y  Tmamtnt,  and  two  hundred  in  the  New,  etery 

'*  -:*?  ^.  99.       It  anpeart  by  a  cubiequent  paxMge 

*  ""^  to  read  the  Old  TetUmeDt  Id  the  Septuagint 

,  *     r^ra  !•  ao  trace  of  hii  having  attempted  Hebrew. 

["  Ji*xh*w  Panting  died  12th  Feb.  1739.  —  CaoKti. 

■  ftj  anerdoCe  from  Dr.  Adaraa,  and  Dr.  Johnion 
''M  R,    BramatoD.  la  bit  "  Han  qf  Ttule,**  has  the 


^-%  y  all  Wnrfchwada  eeboUn  are  the  wont/*— Boew  rll. 
bowcver.  Ii,  that  a  ichoLir  who  ii  a 
be  xh^  womt  of  all  blockheadi.  becaute  he  it 
B«l  Brmm«ton,  in  the  assumed  character  of 
fiLrfilntaint,  that  aU  schoUri  are  block- 
ed tbrir  BCbolarship.  — J.  BuiWBLL,  Jun. 
about  two  years  older  than  Johnson, 
r  4»-i  bam  la  IT«7.  He  became  a  F<  Uow  of  Pembroke 
*'^ii,M  17M.  anl  Master  of  the  CoUege  in  1776 

.  "^  ■»  prwterrwl.  In  Pembroke  College,  some  of  these 

\*  "^  tMtkca.  bncb  In  prose  and  verse :  the  followinir, 

*-'  tea  Snt  Unce  «re  awkward,  has  more  point  and 

J,   '  -  aa  Ilia  efnjrrams  osually  have.    It  may  be  sur- 

*  te  Gi«leg»  beer  was  at  this  time  IndiflTerfnt:— . 

:  wit^B,  n^am^  Pormtani 

Fmcmia  o^j."— Iloa.  1  Od.  20.  10. 


him  this  account  as  given  me  by  Dr.  Adams, 
he  said,  "  Ah,  Sir,  I  was  mad  and  violent.  It 
was  bitterness  which  they  mistook  for  frolic. 
I  was  miserably  poor,  and  I  thought  to  %lit  my 
way  by  my  literature  and  my  wit ;  so  I  disre- 
garded all  power  and  all  authority.** 

The  Bishop  of  Dromore  observes  in  a  letter 
to  me,  **  The  pleasure  he  took  in  vexing  the 
tutors  and  fellows  has  been  oflen  mentioned. 
But  I  have  heard  him  say,  what  ought  to  be 
recorded  to  the  honour  of  the  present  venerable 
master  of  that  college,  the  Keverend  William 
Adams,  D.D.,  who  was  then  very  young  \  and 
one  of  the  junior  fellows ;  that  the  mild  but  judi- 
cious expostulations  of  this  worthy  man,  whose 
virtue  awed  him,  and  whose  learning  he  re- 
vered, made  him  really  ashamed  of  himself, 
*  though  I  fear  (said  he)  I  was  too  proud  to  own 
it.' 

'*  I  have  heard  from  some  of  his  contempo- 
raries that  he  was  generally  seen  lounging  at 
the  college  gate,  with  a  circle  of  young  students 
round  him,  whom  he  was  entertaining  with  wit, 
and  keeping  from  their  studies,  if  not  spiriting 
them  up  to  rebellion  against  the  college  disci- 
pline, which  in  his  maturer  years  he  so  much 
extolled."* 

He  very  early  began  to  attempt  keeping 
notes  or  memorandums,  by  way  of  a  diary  of 
his  life.  I  find,  in  a  parcel  of  loose  leaves,  the 
following  spirited  resolution  to  contend  against 
his  natural  indolence :  ^*  Oct,  1729.  Desidia 
valedixi;  ayrenis  vftius  cantibtu  turdam  posthac 
aurem  obversurtts.  I  bid  farewell  to  Sloth, 
being  resolved  henceforth  not  to  listen  to  her 
syren  strains.**  I  have  also  in  my  possession  a 
few  leaves  of  another  LibeUus,  or  little  book, 
entitled  Amnai^es,  in  which  some  of  the  early 
particulars  of  his  history  are  registered  in  Latin. 

I  do  not  find  that  he  formed  any  close  in- 
timacies with  his  fellow-collegians.  But  Dr. 
Adams  told  me,  that  he  contracted  a  love  and 

*'  Quid  mirum  Maro  auod  dlgnk  canit  arma  vlrumque. 
Quid  quod  putfdumro  nostra  Camcna  sonat  ? 
Limosnm  nobis  Promus  dat  calliclus  haustum  ; 

Virgilio  Tires  uva  Falema  dedlt. 
CarmTna  ris  nostri  scribant  meliora  FoetK  ? 
Ingenium  Jubeas  purior  haustui  alat  I "  , 

No  wonder  Virgil  sane  in  lofty  strain 

**  Arras  and  the  Man :  '^—  good  wine  Inipired  his  Tein ! 

If  our  poor  Muses  thick  and  dull  appear. 

We  blame  the  crafty  butler's  muda?  beer  ; 

So,  would  you  have  poetic  genius  snine. 

Give  ut  a  generous  uelicon  of  wine.  —  C. 

AiM)tber  la  in  a  graver  and  better  style :  — 

**  Aijeeere  botue  pauio  plus  artis  Athenof.** 

HoR.  3.  Ep.  2.  43. 

**  Quas  Natura  dcdit  dotes,  Academta  promit ; 
Dat  menti  proprils  Musa  nitcre  bonis. 
Materiam  statu*  sic  prvbet  marmora  tellus, 
Saxea  PhidiacA  spirat  imago  manu.'* 

The  talents  Nature  gives,  the  Schools  expand ; 

The  Muse  the  innate  »park  of  genius  fires : 
Thus  n  rude  block  of  stone,  the  sculptor's  hand 

Shapes  into  beauty  and  with  life  inspires.  —  C. 

Johnson  repented  this  Idea  in  the  Latin  verses  on  the  termlnar 
tionof  his  I  )tcilonAry.  entitled  rNIiei  ZEATTON.but  not, 
as  I  think,  so  elegantly  as  in  the  epigram.  — Caonaa. 
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regard  for  Pembroke  College,  which  he  re- 
tained to  the  last.  A  short  time  before  his 
death  he  sent  to  that  college  a  present  of  all 
his  works  S  to  be  deposited  in  their  library : 
and  he  had  thooffhts  ofleaTingto  it  his  house  at 
Lichfield ;  bat  his  friends  who  were  about  him 
very  properly  dissuaded  him  from  it,  and  he 
bequeathed  it  to  some  poor  relations.  He  took 
a  pleasure  in  boasting  of  the  many  eminent  men 
who  had  been  educated  at  Pembroke.  In  this 
list  are  found  the  names  of  Mr.  Hawkins  the 
Poetry  Professor,  Mr.  Sbenstone,  Sir  Wil- 
liam Blackstone,  and  others^;  not  forgetting 
the  celebrated  popular  preacher,  Mr.  George 
Whitefield,  of  whom,  though  Dr.  Johnson  did 
not  think  very  highly,  it  must  be  acknowleged 
that  his  eloquence  was  powerful,  his  views  pious 
and  charitaole,  his  assiduity  almost  incredible ; 
and  that,  since  his  death,  the  integrity  of  his 
character  has  been  fully  vindicated.  Being 
himself  a  poet,  Johns<m  was  peculiarly  happy 
in  mentioning  how  many  of  the  sons  of  Pem- 
broke w«re  poets;  adding,  with  a  smile  of 
sportive  triumph,  '^Sir,  we  are  a  nest  of 
smjfing-birds." 

He  was  not,  however,  blind  to  what  he 
thought  the  defects  of  his  own  college :  and  I 
have,  from  the  information  of  Dr.  Taylor,  a 
very  strong  instance  of  that  rigid  honesty  whioh 
he  ever  inflexibly  preserved.  Taylor  had  ob- 
tained his  fathers  consent  to  be  entered  of 
Pembroke,  that  he  might  be  with  his  school' 
fellow  Johnson,  with  whom,  though  some  years 
older  than  himself,  he  was  very  intimate.  This 
would  have  been  a  great  comfort  to  Johnson. 
But  he  fairly  told  Taylor  that  he  could  not,  in 
conscience,  suffer  him  to  enter  whore  he  knew 
he  could  not  have  an  able  tutor.  He  then 
made  enquiry  all  round  the  tmiversitv,  and 
havinff  founa  that  Mr.  Bateman,  of  Christ- 
churoh,  was  the  tutor  of  highest  reputation, 
Taylor  was  entered  of  that  college.  Mr. 
Bateman*s  lectures  were  so  excellent,  that 
Johnson  used  to  come  and  get  them  at  second- 
hand from  Taylor,  till  his  poverty  bein^  so 
extreme,  that  his  shoes  were  worn  out,  and  his 
feet  appeared  through  them,  he  saw  that  this 
humiliating  circumstance  was  perceived  by  the 
Chriflt-ehurch  men,  and  heoame  no  more.  He 
was  too  proud  to  accept  of  money,  and  some- 
body having  set  a  pair  of  new  shoes  at  his  door, 
he  threw  them  away  with  indignation. '    How 


1  Dr.  Halt  Mjrt,  *'  CerUlnljr,  not  otf ;  and  thoie  which  we 
bflir*  ar«  doc  all  marked  at  presented  bv  him.**— CaoKia. 

*  To  the  tilt  tboiild  bo  added,  Francis  Bfaumont,  the  dra. 
nutic  writer ;  Sir  Thtvmai  Browne,  whose  life  Johnson  wrote ; 
Sir  James  IHer,  Chtef  Jusdoe  of  the  Kinf '•  Bench,  Lord 
Chancellor  Hareourt,  John  Pvm.  Francis  Roua,  the  Spealier 
of  Cromwell*!  parliament,  and  Bishop  Bcaner.— .  WaionT. 

*  AuthoritatUelT  and  circamsiantlally  as  this  storr  Is  told, 
It  teems  hnpoitlble  to  reconcile  It  with  tome  indUpuUble 
Ikctt  and  dalea.  Taylor  wm  admitted  commoner  of  Chritt- 
church,  17  June  17S0:  bat  Johnson  had  left  OKford  tix  months 
before.  The  oaij  solution  that  I  eaii  imafine  fhr  these  dis> 
crepancies,  is  the  improbable  one  of  Johnson's  having  ac- 
companied Tajlor  to  Oxford  wlthoat  reappeariof  at  bit 
own  eoUefe.  -~  CaoKia. 


must  we  feel  when  we  read  such  an  anccdol 
of  Samuel  Johnson ! 

His  spirited  refusal  of  an  eleemosynar 
supply  or  shoes  oiXMe,  no  doubt,  from  a  prone 
pnae.  But,  considering  his  ascetic  dispositio 
at  times,  as  acknowledged  by  himself  in  h 
Meditations,  and  the  exaggeration  with  whic 
some  have  treated  the  peculiarities  of  his  chs 
racter,  I  shotdd  not  wonder  to  bear  it  ascribe 
to  a  principle  of  superstitious  mortification  ;  s 
we  are  told  by  Tursellinus,  in  hb  Life  of  S 
Ignatius  Loyola,  that  this  intrepid  founder  < 
the  order  of  Jesuits,  when  he  arrived  at  Goi 
after  having  made  a  severe  pilgrimage  throusi: 
the  eastern  deserts,  persisted  in  wearing  hi 
miserable  shattered  shoes,  and  when  new  one 
were  offered  him,  rejected  them  as  an  unsuit 
able  indulgence. 

The  res  anguMta  domi  prevented  him  iroi 
having  the  advantage  of  a  complete  academic 
education.  The  friend^  to  whom  he  ha 
trusted  for  support  had  deceived  him.  Hi 
debts  in  ooUeps,  though  not  great,  were  in 
creasing;  and  his  scanty  remittances  fror 
Lichfield,  which  had  all  along  been  made  witi 
great  difficulty,  could  be  supplied  no  longei 
his  father  having  fallen  into  a  state  of  in^ol 
vency.  Compelled,  therefore,  by  irresistihl 
necessity,  he  left  the  college  in  autumn  1731 
without  a  degree,  having  been  a  member  of  i 
little  more  than  three  years.  ^ 

Dr.  Adams,  the  worthy  and  respectabl* 
master  of  Pembroke  College,  has  generally  ha< 
the  reputation  of  being  J(mnson*s  tutor.  Th 
fact,  however,  is,  that  in  1731,  Mr.  Jordci 
auitted  the  college,  and  his  pupils  were  trans 
rerred  to  Dr.  Adams ;  so  that  had  Johnson  re 
turned,  Dr.  Adams  would  have  been  his  tutor 
It  is  to  be  wished,  that  this  connection  ha4 
taken  plaoe.  His  equal  temper,  mild  disnosi 
tion,  and  politeness  of  manners,  might  hav 
insensibly  softened  the  harshness  of  Johnson 
and  infused  into  him  those  more  delicate  cha 
rities,  those  peiiies  morales^  in  which,  it  must  b 
confessed,  our  great  moralist  was  more  de6 
cient  than  his  best  friends  could  fully  justiQ 
Dr.  Adams  paid  Johnson  this  high  complimeni 
He  said  to  me  at  Oxford,  in  1776,  *^  I  was  hi 
nominal  tutor  ^ ;  but  he  was  above  my  mark. 
When  I  repeated  it  to  Johnson,  his  eyes  flasbe 
with  grateful  satisfaction,  and  he  exclaiiue< 
''  That  was  liberal  and  noble." 


*  See  mui,  p.  19.  note  3.  —  Cbok>». 

*  Error :  he  was  but  fourteen  months  at  Oxford.  (Ami 
p.  IS.  n.  1.)  Here,  then,  are  two  Important  jears,  the  a| 
and  22d  of  his  age,  to  he  accounted  mr ;  and  Mr.  Bosw^ 
assertion  (a  little  (krtber  on),  *'  that  he  could  not  have  tm 
aMtstant  to  Anthony  Blaclcwall,  because  Blackwall  died  ' 
1780.  bf/ore  Joknstm  had  ^ft  coUtge^**  falls  to  the  gmai 
Hf  might  have  been  for  two  or  three  months  with  Black w^ 
who  died  in  Aprd,  1730.  -.  CaoKaa. 

<  There  Is  an  obvious  discrepancj  between  Bo«ve| 
and  Dr.  Adams's  tlateraents,  arlvlng,  no  doubt,  from  f 

feneral  error  as  to  the  date  of  Johnson's  IraTing  roIlM 
>r.  Adams   never  was,  i»  any  anur,  Johnson's  iutorl 
CtoKta. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

1731—1786. 

Dt^k  of  kis  FuOur,  —  GObeH  WahnetUy.  >-  Cap. 
tern  GarricK  —  Mtm,  HiU  Booihhy.  —  **  MoUy 
JtioMj^  —  Joktuon  become*  Uaher  of  Market- Boe- 
K^rtk  SeJkocl, — Bemovet  to  Birminyham, —  TranS" 
lel€M  Z^obc's  Voyage  to  Abyuinia,  —  Betume  to 
Lichfield.  —  PropoeeM  to  print  the  Latin  Poenu 
of  JPoUtiau,  —  0Jfer9  to  write  far  the  Gentleman*t 
A^M^axin*.  —  HisjuvenUe  Attachmenti.  —  Marries, 
—  Open*  a  private  Aeademy  at  EdiaL  —  David 
Garrick  kis  Pupil—  Commeneet  "  Irene.** 

A!n>  DOW  (I  had  almost  said  poor)  Samuel 
J<^iiKMi  returned  to  his  native  cltj,  destitute, 
and  not  kBowing  bow  he  should  gain  even  a 
deceBt  livelihood.  His  father  s  misfortunes  in 
trade  rendered  him  unable  to  support  his  son  * ; 
and  fior  some  time  there  appeared  no  means  by 
which  he  could  maintam  himself.  In  the  De- 
^^ember  of  this  jear  his  father  died. 

The  state  cHf  poverty  in  which  he  died  ap- 
pears firom  a  note  in  one  of  Johnson's  little 
^rM!9  of  the  following  year,  which  strongly 
difpUys  lus  spirit  and  virtuous  dignity  of 
nmd. 

**  1732,  JuKi  15.  Undecim  aureos  deposui, 
<fmi}  die  quicquid  ante  matriB  funus  (qtiod  serum 
sii  preeor)  de  patemis  bonis  merari  licet,  vi- 
finti  seiiieet  libraSj  aecepi.  Usque  adeo  mihi 
fortum  fistgemda  est  IrUereOj  ne  paupertate 
riree  ammi  kmguescant,  nee  in  flagitia  egestas 
abigat^  eavenditm.  I  layed  by  eleven  guineas 
oa  this  day,  when  I  received  twenty  pounds, 
being  all  tiiat  I  have  reason  to  hope  for  out  of 
my  father's  effects,  previous  to  the  death  of  my 
mother ;  an  event  which  I  pray  Crod  may  bic 
very  remote.  I  now  therefore  see  that  I  must 
make  my  own  fortune.  Meanwhile,  let  me 
take  care  that  the  powers  of  my  mind  be  not 
delHUtated  by  poverty,  and  that  indigeBce  do 
not  force  me  into  any  criminal  act.'* 

Johnson  was  so  nr  Ibrtunate,  that  the  re- 
speetable  daracter  of  his  parents,  and  his  own 
merit,  had,  from  his  earliest  years,  secured  him 
a  kind  reception  in  the  best  families  at  Lichfield. 
Among  these  I  can  mention  Mr.  Howard  ',  Dr. 
Swinlbi,  Mr.  Simpson,  Mr.  Levett  \  Captain 
Garrick,  lather  of  the  great  ornament  of  the 
BritiA  stage;  but  alMve  all,  Mr.  Gilbert 
L— /»   TiiamAmfr^r  of  the  EccIesiastlcal 


1  •» 


«f«i 


ni*»  fathar,'*  mjs  Hcvkint,  *'  eltlMr  during  bf  •  coo- 

ta«  ushMraitT,  or  pouiblj  tefore,  had  been  by 

i  reoAered  in9oiv«at.  If  not,  a«  Johnson  told  me.  en 

."*    AmoDtBt  tbo  MAS.  of  Pambroko  Collef e 

(letters  wtakb  atate  that  hit  widow  waa  left  in  great 

s  Vr.  Uffward  was  a  yrocCor  In  the  Ecdealastical  Court,  and 
mided  fai  the  Cloto. — CaoKSa. 

*  Mr.  f.i  latt  was  a  gaotloiaan  of  fortune  in  thli  aeichbour- 
ka«A,  and  aioaC  not  he  confounded  with  th«  humbla  mend  of 
&r  oaaa  Dsae  t«  wtwini  Johnson  was  so  charitable  in  after 
Me..~CBOaBB. 

«  Mr.  WwteD  fnfomis  ne,  tbat  this  earlj  friend  of  Johnson 
*a^  I  nrVrtid  a  Commoner  of  Trmft]/  CeUegf,  Osfordt  aged  17, 
is  1498 ;  aod  ia  tiM  author  of  many  Laiin  versa  translations  In 
Vat  r,i  BiU  man'e  Macastne  Ona  of  them  [voL  xt.  p.  102.]  is 
s  iruislatioa  of  **  My  time,  O  je  Muses,  was  happfty  spent,*' 


Coort  of  Lichfield,  whose  character.  Ions:  after 
his  decease,  Dr.  Johnson  has,  in  his  life  of 
Edmund  Smith  [1779],  thus  drawn  in  the 
glowing  colours  of  gratitude  : 


<« 


Of  GUbert  Walmcsley,  thus  presented  to  my 
mind,  let  mc  indulge  myself  in  the  remembrance. 
I  knew  him  very  early ;  he  was  one  of  the  first 
friends  that  literature  procured  me,  and  I  hope, 
that  at  least  my  gratitude  made  me  worthy  of  his 
notice. 

**  He  was  of  an  advanced  age,  and  I  was  only 
not  a  boy,  yet  be  never  received  my  notions  with 
contempt  He  was  a  Whig,  with  all  the  virulence 
and  malevolence  of  his  party;  yet  difiTerence  of 
epinton  did  not  keep  us  apart.  1  honoured  him, 
and  he  endured  me. 

"  He  had  mingled  with  the  gay  world  without 
exemption  from  its  vices  or  its  follies ;  J^ut  had 
never  neglected  the  cultivation  of  his  mind.  His 
belief  of  revelation  was  unshaken ;  bis  learning  pre- 
served his  principles ;  he  grew  first  regular,  and  then 
pious. 

**  His  studies  had  been  so  various,  that  I  am  not 
able  to  name  a  man  of  equal  knowledge.  Hia  ac- 
quaintance with  books  was  great,  and  what  be  did 
not  immediately  know,  he  could,  at  least,  tell  where 
to  find.  Sttch  was  his  amplitude  of  learning,  and 
such  his  oopiousneis  of  communication,  that  it  may 
be  doubted  whether  a  day  now  passes,  in  which  I 
haive  not  some  advantage  from  bis  friendship. 

**  At  this  man^s  table  1  enjoyed  many  cheerful 
and  instructive  hours,  with  companions  such  as  are 
not  often  found  —  with  one  who  has  lengthened, 
and  one  who  has  gladdened  life;  with  Dr.  James, 
whose  skill  in  physic  will  be  long  remembered; 
and  with  David  Garrick,  whom  1  hoped  to  have 
gratified  with  this  character  of  our  common  friend. 
But  what  are  the  hopes  of  man  ?  1  am  disappointed 
by  that  stroke  of  death  which  has  eclipsed  the  gaiety 
of  nations,  and  impoverished  the  public  stock  g^ 
harmless  pleasure.** 

In  these  families  he  passed  much  time  in  his 
early  years.  In  most  of  them,  he  was  in  the 
company  of  ladies,  particularly  at  Mr.  Walmes- 
leVa,  whose  wife  and  si8ters*in-Iaw,of  the  name 
of  Aston,  and  daughters  of  a  baronet,  were  re- 
markable for  good  breeding ;  so  that  the  no- 
tion which  has  been  industriously  circulated 
and  belieiyed,  that  he  never  was  in  good  com- 
pany till  late  m  life,  and,  consequentlj,  had 
oeen  confirmed  in  coarse  and  ferocious  man- 
ners by  long  haHts,  is  wholly  without  founda- 
tion.^   Some  of  the  ladies  haTC  assured  me, 


Jke.  He  died  August  3. 1751,  and  a  montunent  to  bk  meroorv 
has  been  oreded  in  tlie  cathedral  of  IilchSeld,  with  an  in- 
scription written  by  Mr.  Seward,  one  of  the  prebendaries. — 
BoawBiL.  He  was  the  son  of  W.  Walmesley,  (so  they 
spelled  their  name,)  LL.D.,  chancellor  of  the  diocese,  and  in 
1701  M.P.  for  the  city  of  LicbSeld,  and  was  bom  in  1680 ;  but 
I  think  Dr.  Warton  was  mistaken  in  attributing  the  trunsla- 
tion  of  the  sonar  to  Ams,  for,  thoiwh  s^ned  "  G.  Walmsley.*' 
it  is  dated  Sid.  Col.  Cambridge.  Johnson's  friend  was  at  that 
date  (1745)  65  years  of  age.—  CaoKsa. 

>  His  origimU  acquaintance  with  these  ladies  must  bare 
b«>en  sliort  and  slight,  for  Mr.Walnetlev*s  marriHgc  with  Hiss 
Atton,  the  linlL  of  the  tntercoorso,  did  not  take  place  till 
April  1736,  (when  Mr.  Walmsley  was  56).  about  which  tine 
Johnson  had  removed  to  Edlal,  as  he  did  in  the  following 
year  to  London.  —  Caoasa. 
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died  on  the  8th  of  April,  1730,  more  than  a 
jear  before  Johnson  letl  the  Univenitj.^ 
This  emplojment  was  Tery  irksome  to  him  in 

cYoy  respect,  and  he  complained  grieTOusiy  of 
I  i:  ia  his  letters  to  his  friend  Mr.  Hector,  who 
i  ns  now  settled  as  a  surgeon  at  BirmiDgham. 
I  Be  letters  are  lost ;  but  Mr.  Hector  recol- 
I  Hs  his  writing  *^  that  the  poet  had  described 
'  tie  doll  sameness  of  his  existence  in  these 
words,  ^  VUam  continet  yjia  dies'  (one  day  con- 
tiins  the  whole  of  mj  life)  ;  that  it  was  un- 
Taried  as  the  note  of  the  cuckoo ;  and  that  he 
^  not  know  whether  it  was  more  disagreeable 
for  him  to  teach,  or  the  bojs  to  learn,  the 
granunir  roles.*'  His  general  ayersion  to  this 
painfull  drudgery  was  greatly  enhanced  by  a 
disagieement  between  him  and  Sir  Wolstan 
Dixie,  Uie  patron  of  the  school,  in  whose  house, 
I  hare  been  told,  he  officiated  as  a  kind  of  do- 
isestic  diaplain,  so  far,  at  least,  as  to  say  grace 
at  table,  bat  was  treated  with  what  he  repre- 
KDted  u  intolerable  harshness ;  and,  after  suf- 
fmns  for  a  few  months  such  complicated  mi- 
sery %  he  relinquished  a  situation  which  all  his 
life  afterwards  he  recollected  with  the  strongest 
iTCfsion,  and  even  a  d^ree  of  horror.  But  it 
i?^  probable  that  at  this  period,  whatever  un- 
esuKss  he  may  have  endured,  he  laid  the  foun- 
^ion  of  much  future  eminence  by  application 
to  hii  studies. 

Being  now  again  totally  unoccupied,  he  was 
ioTited  by  Mr.  Hector  to  pass  some  time  with 
bn  at  fiumingham,  as  his  guest,  at  the  house 
c^Hr.  Warren,  with  whom  Mr.  Hector  lodged 
^  boarded.  Mr.  Warren  was  the  first  estab- 
^M  bookseller  in  Birmingham,  and  was  very 
atteDtive  to  Johnson,  who  he  soon  found  could 
be  of  much  service  to  him  in  his  trade,  by  his 
bowledge  of  literature ;  and  he  even  obUuned 
tk  assigtance  of  his  pen  in  furnishing  some 
Bsmbers  of  a  periodical  essay,  printed  in  the 
wwBp^)er  of  which  Warren  was  proprietor. 
^Aer  rery  diligent  inquiry,  I  have  not  been 
^  to  reooTer  those  early  specimens  of  that 
pamcular  mode  of  writing  by  which  John- 
s's afterwards  bo  greatly  distinguished  him- 


I    '  ^  Gent.  Vaf .,  IHc.  1784,  p.  9S7.—  Boswbll.    But  see 

I  ^,  9. 1$.  n.  3,  the  disproof  of  this  SMertion.-..  Croxki. 

I    *  This  portion  of  Johnson's  Ufe  is  inroWed  in  great  ob- 

fffey.   kr.lialone  states,  that  he  had  read  a  letter  of 

!  J^woa*!  to  a  friend,  dated  JtUg  37.  1732,  saying,  that  he 

I  '"  dKfl  reeam^  left  Sir  Wolstan  Dixie's  bouse,  and  had 

'  ^  IMm  of  succeeding,  either  as  master  or  usher,  in  the 

■^QiAshboom.  Mow  if  Mr.Boswell  be  right  In  applying 

^ntiX  ia  Johnson's  diary  of  July  16. 1732,  to  hisjlr«f  rlsit  to 

Nfvsftb,  his  sojoum  there  must  hare  been  less  than  ten 

^:  s  tfane  too  short  to  be  characterised  as  "  a  period  of 

^^'^^nfjtd  misery,**  and  to  be  remembered  during  a  long 

t-^ -with  the  strongest  arersion  and  horror.*'    Theproba- 

wiototlan  of  these  dlfflculties  is.  that  the  loalk  to  Bostrorth, 

*  the  )€tb  Joly,  173:!,  was  not  his  first  appearance  therf, 

^  t^  having  been  called  tJUnce  to  Lichfield  to  receive 

I  ••  ihare  of  his  father's  property  (which  we  hare  just  seen 

'     I  ^  !)e  did  on  the  IStfa  July),  be  returned  to  Boswonh  on  the 

1^  perhaps  for  the  purpose  of  making  his  final  arrange- 

^  for  learing  it,  which  he  did  within  ten  days.    The 

'^'^oirt  dnady  quoted  say  that  "  he  went  to  Bosworth 

^^^^^iit^  after  ne  had  left  Oxford,  and  remained  there 

<  ^ei  hRgtr  than  was  expected  by  any  one  who  knew  him, 

'  ^^WBiy  employed  In  the  pursuit  of  intellectual  acquiit- 

<«  r  bat  we  have  seen  that  be  was  *'  tmemplo^*'  at  Lich- 


He  continued  to  live  as  Mr.  Hector's  guest 
for  about  six  months,  and  then  hired  lodgings  in 
another  part  of  the  town  ^,  finding  himself  as 
well  situated  at  Birmingham  as  he  supposed  he 
could  be  any  where,  while  he  had  no  settled 
plan  of  life,  and  very  scanty  means  of  subsist- 
ence. He  made  some  Taluable  acquaintances 
there,  amongst  whom  were  Mr.  Porter,  a  mer- 
cer, whose  widow  he  afterwards  married,  and 
Mr.  Taylor,  who,  by  his  ingenuity  in  mecha- 
nical inyentions,  and  his  success  in  trade,  ac- 
quired an  immense  fortune.  But  the  comfort 
of  being  near  Mr.  Hector,  his  old  schoolfellow 
and  Intimate  friend,  was  Johnson's  chief  Induce- 
ment to  continue  here. 

In  what  manner  he  employed  his  pen  at  this 
period,  or  whether  he  derived  from  it  any  pe- 
cuniary advantage,  I  have  not  been  able  to  as- 
certain. He  probably  got  a  little  money  from 
Mr.  Warren ;  and  we  are  certain,  that  he  exe- 
cuted here  one  piece  of  literary  labour,  of 
which  Mr.  Hector  has  favoured  me  with  a  mi- 
nute account.  Having  mentioned  that  he  had 
read  at  Pembroke  College  a  Voyage  to  Abys- 
sinia, by  Lobo  ^,  a  Portuguese  Jesuit,  and  that 
he  thought  an  abridgment  and  translation  of 
it  from  the  French  mto  English  might  be  an 
useful  and  profitable  publication,  Mr.  Warren 
and  Mr.  Hector  joined  in  urging  him  to  under- 
take it.  He  accordingly  agreed ;  and  the  book 
not  being  to  be  found  in  Birmingham,  he  bor- 
rowed it  of  Pembroke  College.  A  part  of  the 
work  bein^  very  soon  done,  one  Osbom,  who 
was  Mr.  Warren's  printer,  was  set  to  work  with 
what  was  ready,  and  Johnson  engaged  to  sup- 
ply the  press  with  copy  as  it  should  be  wanted ; 
but  his  constitutional  indolence  soon  prevailed, 
and  the  work  was  at  a  stand.  Mr.  Hector, 
who  knew  that  a  motive  of  humanity  would  be 
the  most  prevailing  argument  with  his  friend, 
went  to  Johnson,  and  represented  to  him  that 
the  printer  could  have  no  other  employment 
till  tnis  undertaking  was  finbhed,  and  that  the 
poor  man  and  his  ffunily  were  suffering.  John- 
son, upon  this,  exerted  the  powers  of  his  mind, 
though  his  body  was  relaxed.  He  lav  in  bed 
with  the  book,  which  was  a  quarto,  before  him, 

field  in  October,  1731.  I  conclude  from  all  this  that  he  niimkt 
have  been  usher  to  Blackwall  in  the  spring  of  1730.  and  that 
his  connexion  with  Sir  Wolstan  Dixie  commenced  towards 
the  close  of  1731,  or,  as  Hawkins  says,  in  the  ensuing  spring, 
and  ended  in  July,  173S.  It  seems  rery  extraordinary  that 
the  laborious  diligence  and  lively  curi6slty  oi  Hawkins, 
Murphy,  Malone,  and  abore  all  Boswell,  were  able  to  dis- 
cover so  little  of  the  history  of  Johnson's  life  from  Decem- 
ber, 1729,  to  his  marriAge  In  July,  1736,  and  that  what  they 
have  told  should  be  liable  to  so  much  doubt.  Ic  mav  be 
inferred,  that  it  was  a  period  to  which  Johnson  looked  back 
with  little  satisfaction,  and  of  which  he  did  not  love  to  talk. 
There  seems  reason  to  suspect  that  Sir  Wolstan  Dixie's 
temper  was,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  irregular  and  violent,  and 
Johnson's  own  mind  bad  been  recently  in  a  state  ot  morbid 
disturbance —  C  aoxKB . 

>  Sir  John  Hawkins  states,  from  one  of  Johnson's  diaries, 
that.  In  June,  1733.  he  lodged  in  Birmingham,  at  the  house  of 
a  person  named  Jervis,  probably  a  relation  of  Mrs.  Porter, 
whom  he  afterwards  married,  and  whose  maiden  name  was 
JervisL .-  Malokk. 

*  Father  Jerome  Lobo,  a  Jesuit  missionarr,  was  bom  at 
Lisbon,  in  1A93,  where  he  died,  in  1 678.  His  Vovage  to 
Abyssinia  was  translated  from  the  Portuguese  into  French, 
by  the  Abbi  Le  Grand,  in  17SB. — Wriobt. 
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and  dicUied  whSe  Hector  wrote.  Mr.  Hector 
carried  the  Bheets  to  the  pre^s,  and  corrected 
almost  all  the  proof  shccta,  vuir  few  of  which 
were  even  seen  bj  Johnson.  In  this  manner, 
with  the  aid  of  Mr.  ilector^a  active  friendship, 
the  book  was  completed,  and  was  published  m 
1735,  with  London  upon  the  title-pa^e,  though 
it  waa  in  reality  printed  at  Uirmingham,  a  de- 
vice too  common  with  provincial  publishers. 
For  this  work  he  had  fixHn  Mr.  Warren  only 
the  sum  of  five  ^ineas. 

This  being  the  first  prose  work  of  Johnson, 
it  is  a  curious  object  of  enquiry  how  nnich  maj 
be  traced  in  it  of  that  style  which  marks  his 
subsequent  writings  with  such  peculiar  excel- 
lence ;  with  so  happy  an  union  of  force,  viva- 
city, and  perspicuity.  I  have  perused  the  book 
with  this  view,  and  have  found  that  here,  as  I 
believe  in  everr  other  translation,  there  is  in 
the  work  itself  no  vestige  of  the  translator  s 
own  style;  for  the  language  of  translation 
beinti^  adapted  to  the  thoughts  of  another  per- 
son, ?naen»ibly  follows  their  cast,  and,  as  it  were, 
runs  into  a  moidd  that  is  ready  prepared. 

Thus,  for  instance,  taking  the  first  sen- 
tence that  occurs  at  tlie  opemng  of  the  book, 
p.  4. :  — 

**  I  lived  here  above  a  year,  and  eomplcted  my 
studies  in  divinity ;  in  wbich  time  »ome  letters  were 
received  from  the  fathers  of  Etbtopis,  with  an 
account  that  Sultan  Segned,  Emperor  of  Abyssinia, 
was  converted  to  the  church  of  Home  ;  that  many 
of  his  suljjecto  had  followed  his  esample,  and  that 
there  was  a  great  want  of  missionaries  to  improve 
these  prosperous  beginnings.  Every  lx>dy  was  very 
desirous  of  seconding  the  zeal  of  our  fathers,  and  of 
Bending  them  tlie  assistance  thty  requested ;  to 
which  we  were  the  more  encouraged,  because  the 
Emperor's  letter  informed  our  Provincial,  that  we 
might  easily  enter  his  dominions  by  the  way  of 
Daneala ;  but,  unhappily,  the  secretary  wrote  Geila 
for  Daneala,  which  cost  two  of  our  fathers  their 
Iivca.** 

Every  one  acquiuntcd  with  Johnson's  man- 
ner will  be  sensible  that  there  is  nothinjx  of  it 
here ;  but  that  this  sentence  nii;?ht  have  l)een 
composed  by  any  other  man.  But,  in  the  Pre- 
face the  Johnsonian  style  bej^ins  to  apjjcar; 
and  though  use  had  not  yet  taught  his  wing  a 
permanent  and  equable  flight,  there  are  parts 
of  it  which  exhibithis  best  manner  in  full  vigour. 
I  had  once  the  pleasure  of  examining  it  with 
Mr.  Edmund  Burite,  who  confirmed  me  in  this 
opinion,  by  his  superior  critical  sa^itv,  and 
waji,  I  remember,  much  delighted  witli  the  fol- 
lowing specimen  * :  — 

••  The  Portujfucw  traveller,  contrary  to  the 
general  vein  of  his  countrymen,  has  amuHed  his 
reader  with  no  roatiantio  absurdity,  or  incredible 


*  Thit  w^rymtTt  wu  pabthlwd  io  the  Uemotrt  ••  «n 
Mriv  •iK^lmw*  of  J«hn»«»o'«  peculiar  ttjU,  loag  before  Mr. 
BiNwrir*  »ot«ee  of  It.  —  CiioasK.  IM6.  ,...#.». 

«  See  Rambler.  No.  iUJ.  ["  CurMMitf  U  Um  iWrrt  of  the 
•ottl.**  ar  1  —  BoswsLL.  -.  .,  , 

»  Mat  •-  not  it*c^  a  tondftil  tHolUHtT  t>etw«^  PoHHan 
and  Juhn»oo  ?  IIimh.u».  •p-NikiBB  ot  Paulus  I'rl^i^miu*  h«Mi- 
taaertut  mji,  **  —  tn  quo  oaSMra,  ut  olim  la  Angelo  I  Uiiut»o. 


fictions ;  whatever  he  relates,  whether  true  or  not, 
is  at  least  piobable;  and  he  who  tells  nothing  ex- 
ceeding the  bounds  of  proliability,  has  a  right  to 
demand  tliat  they  should  believe  him  who  cannut 
contradict  him. 

**  He  appears,  by  his  modest  and  unaffected 
narration,  to  have  described  things  as  he  saw  thim, 
to  have  copied  nature  from  tlie  life,  and  to  have 
consulted  his  senses,  not  his  imagination.  He  inicts 
with  no  basilisks  that  destroy  with  their  eyes,  \m 
crocodiles  devour  their  prey  without  tears,  and  >ils 
cataracts  fall  from  the  rocks  without  deafening  ttte 
neighbouring  inhabitants. 

"  The  reader  will  here  find  no  regions  cursed  with 
irremediable  barrenness  or  blest  with  xpontaiienn^ 
fecundity ;  no  perpetual  gluom,  ur  unceasing  snn- 
shine ;  nor  are  the  nations  here  described  eitt-tf 
devoid  of  all  sense  of  humanity,  or  consummate  in 
all  private  or  social  virtues.  Here  are  no  Hot- 
tentots without  religious  policy  or  articulate  lan- 
guage ;  BO  Chinese  perfectly  polite,  and  completely 
skilled  in  all  sciences ;  be  will  discover,  what  will 
always  be  discovered  by  a  diligent  and  ini)>artial 
inquirer,  that  wherever  hunun  luiture  is  to  be  fuuoiJ. 
there  is  a  mixture  of  vice  and  virtue,  a  conte«t  of 
passion  and  reason  ;  and  that  the  Creator  doth  not 
appear  partial  in  his  distributions,  but  has  balanced, 
in  most  countries,  their  particular  inconvenienci  <(  t'j 
particular  favours.'* 

Here  we  have  an  early  example  of  that  bril- 
liant and  energetic  expression,  which,  upon  in- 
numerable occasions  m  his  subsequent  li'^i 
justly  impressed  the  world  with  the  higlii^t 
admiration.  Nor  can  any  one,  conversant  h  iih 
the  writings  of  Johnson,  fail  to  discern  his  imnd 
in  this  passage  of  the  Dedication  to  John  \\'ar- 
ren,  Esq.,  of  Pembrokeshire,  though  it  is  a*- 
cribed  to  Warren  the  bookseller :  — 

**  A  generous  and  elevated  mind  is  distiaguisht^ 
by  aothinf^  more  certainly  than  an  eminent  degree 
of  curiosity';  nor  b  that  curiosity  ever  more  apiti> 
ably  or  usefully  employed,  than  in  esamiaing  tl-« 
laws  and  customs  of  ibreign  nations.  I  hope,  there- 
fore,  the  present  I  now  presume  to  make  will  not 
be  thought  improper ;  which,  however,  it  Is  not  iny 
business  aa  a  dedicator  to  commend,  nor  as  a  bovL- 
seller  to  depreciate. ** 

It  is  reasonable  to  suppose,  that  his  haviij;.' 
been  thus  accidentally  led  to  a  particular  stuly 
of  the  history  and  manners  of  Abyssinia,  w.i3 
the  remote  occasion  of  his  writing,  many  yi^a" 
aflerwards,  his  admirable  philosophical  i^"**' 
the  principal  scene  of  which  is  laid  m  iliat 

country.  •    •    i-'it 

Johnson  returned  to  Lichfield  early  m  i  <  «>+» 
and  in  August  that  year  he  made  an  attempt  to 
Tirocure  some  little  subsistence  by  his  ptu ;  tjT 
lie  publislied  proposals  for  printing  by  Mif»- 
scription  the  LaUn  Poems  of  Politian  :  **  -*■• 

.t^fonaltatem  oris  escellrnti.  t«r*M.  P'^f  «**J^'"\'";;  ^ 
ut."    tummmi.de reb.*deumperua.   Eail*Aiwf'  »•• 

^r  HU  Srr:::j^n\aH|ueraa.  of  ^^^J.^.'^JJ^ 
abuMk  de  la  pona»»ion  <|U  ooi  los  hwmmtt  d  •"•  **•** 
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PMiamPoemata  LtUuut,embut^  Noias^oum 
poeieoB  a  PeintPcktE  eewo  ad 
deductOy  ei  vM  PMiamfutm» 
emarrata^   aeUtidU   Sam.  Jobw- 


•  1 


It  appears  thst  hts  brother  NatlMiitiel  had 
taken  up  his  father*a  trade ;  for  it  is  mentioiied, 
"ihat  itubflcriptions  are  taken  in  by  the  Editor, 
or  y.  Johnson,  bookseller,  of  Lichfield.'*'  Not- 
withstanding the  merit  of  Johnson,  and  the 
cheap  price  at  which  this  book  was  offered, 
ther«  were  not  subscribers  enough  to  insure  a 
snffioent  sale ;  so  the  work  neyer  appeared, 
sad*  probablr,  never  was  executed. 

We  find  hnn  agiun  this  jear  at  Birmingham, 
sad  tbere  is  presenred  the  following  letter  from 
him  to  Mr.  JBdward  Cave,  the  oneinal  oom- 
pOer  and  editor  o£  the  €rentleman*s  Magazine.^ 

JOHNSON  TO  CAVE. 

**  Vor.  S6.  1784. 

•*  Sv,—  As  you  appear  no  len  sensible  than  your 
of  the  defects  of  your  poetical  article,  yoo 
■t  be  diiplessed,  if,  in  order  to  the  improre- 
of  it,  I  eommoDJcate  to  you  the  sentimcnta  of 
who  will  undertuke,  on  reasonable  terms, 
met  to  fill  a  column. 
Hts  opinion  is,  that  the  public  would  not  give 
a  bad  neecptioo,  if,  beside  tlie  current  wit  of 
■ulti,  wtblefa  a  critical  examination   would 
rednee  to  a  narrow  compass,  you  admitted 
only  prfr*.  inscriptions,  &c.    never  printed 
be  will  sometimes  supply  you  with, 
likeaose  short  literary  dissertations  in  Latin  or 
eritkal  remarks  on  authors  ancient  or 
fergotten  poems  that  deserve  revival,  or 
like  Floyer's  *,  worth  preserving.     By 
iiMtliiNt.  your  literary  artiele,  for  so  it  might 


4e  Serine*  Letter,  6  Jan.  1674.    Uuet.  bishop 

.  «r«te  lieniotrt  of  hit  own  time,  tn  Latin,  from 

ctl  bat  extracted  thit  tcrapof  pf^antrf.—  Oaoaia. 

to  contain  more  than  thirty  theett,  the 

bv  two  ahininfi  and  ilspcnce  at  the  time  of  tub- 

flM4  two  tbIUIngt  and  tlxpeuM  at  the  delivery  of  a 

hi  quire*.  ~  Boswbll. 

iM  kept  the  ahop  at  lone  at  be  lived,  at  did  hit 

a  btm,  till  h^  death.   Ifltt  Seward,  who  in  tuch 

tUa  nay  pcrha^  be  truited,  givet  ut  an  amiable 

p4ctare  of  Mitt  Porter,  and  telli  ut,  that  "  from  the 

lo  bcr  fortletli  ve«r  (when  tbe  wat  railed  to 

t>y  the  death  of  her  etdett  brother), 

In  Ucbfleld  with  Dr.  Johnion't  mother,  who 

IftcUe  boofcteller't  tbop  bv  which  her  butband 

tbe  tomty  meant  of  iubtitteoce;  meantime 

k«^  tbe  6ett  company  in  our  little  cfty,  but 

■o  eacaeemcnt  on  mafket*daya.  lett  Orannu, 

Mrtu  Joanfon,  should  catch  eoid  by  serving  Tn 

rber*  Lncy  Porter  took  her  place,  atandlng  belilnd 

•or  thought  it  a  dlagrace  to  thank  a  poor  per- 

_    M«ed  from  her  apenoybattledoor.**  —  CaoKBa. 

Catve,  ta«  grand-nlsGe  of  Mr.  Edw.  Cave,  hat  obMg. 

ae  tbe  oriclmlt  of  thIt  and  tbe  other  lettera  of 

to  htm,  wblcb  were  first  publlthed  in  tbe  Onttle* 

,  wttb  notes  by  Mr.  John  Wcholt.  the  worthy 

editor  of  that  valuable  miaoellany,  signed 

wlskh  1  afaall  occatlocally  traoscribe  In  tbe 

work.  —  BocwDLL.     I  have  felt  juttlSed,  by 

,  tai  doing  tbe  a«roe. — CKoasa. 

frooi  ibwUie  Sir  John Floyer, in recommenda- 

Cold  Baib.'*  Gent.  Mag.  1784.  p.  197 Botwu.1,. 

ly  teot  \tf  Jobnton  himself;  »ho,  a 

hM  deaCb,  pressed  Mr.  Nichols  to  fflve 

ot  of  the  life  and  workt  of  Sir  John 

leanilng  and  piety,"  he  lald,  "  deserve  re- 

X4I.  Jnrcv  vol.  v.  p.  19.  ■—  Waiotrr. 
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be  called,  will,  he  thinks,  be  better  recommended 
to  the  public  than  by  low  jests,  awkward  buflbouery, 
or  the  dull  scmrilities  of  either  party 

"  If  sufdi  a  correspondence  w^  ^e  agreeable  to- 
you,  be  pleased  to  inform  me  in  two  posts  what  the 
conditions  are  on  vdiich  you  shall  expect  it.  Yoor 
late  oflfer'  gives  me  no  reason  to  distrust  your 
generosity.  If  you  engage  in  any  literary  projects 
besides  this  paper,  I  have  other  designs  to  impart, 
if  I  could  be  secure  from  having  others  reap  the 
advantage  of  what  I  should  hint. 

**  Your  letter,  by  being  directed  to  .S*.  Smith,  to  be 
left  at  the  Castle  in  Birmingham,  Warwickshire, 
will  reach 

**  Your  bumble  seriranL'* 

Mr.  Cave  has  put  a  note  on  this  letter,  **  An- 
swered Dec.  2.  But  whether  any  thing  was 
done  in  consequence  of  it  we  are  not  in- 
formed. 

Johnson  had,  from  his  early  youths  been  sen- 
sible to  the  influence  of  female  charms.  \A'hen 
at  Stourbridge  school,  he  was  much  enamoured 
of  Olivia  Lloyd,  a  young  quaker,  to  whom  he 
wrote  a  copy  of  verses,  which  I  have  not  been 
able  to-  recover  ^ ;  but  with  what  facility  and 
elegance  he  could  warble  the  amorous  lay,  wtll 
appear  firom  the  following  lines  which  he 
wrote  for  his  friend  Mr.  Edmund  Hector :  — 

VZaSXS  TO  ▲  LADY,  OV  RKCEXVXNa  rSOSt  HER  Jk  SPRIQ 

OF    XVaTLX. 

**  What  hopes  what  terrors  does  thy  giA  create. 
Ambiguous  emblem  of  uncertain  fate  1 
The  noyrtle,  ensign  of  supreme  command, 
Consigned  by  Venus  to  Melissa's  band ; 
Not  less  capricious  than  a  reigning  £iir. 
Now  grants,  and  now  rejects,  a  lover's  prayer. 
In  myrtle  shades  oft  sings  the  happy  swain. 
In  myrtle  shades  despairing  ghosts  complain  ; 


»  A  prise  of  fifty  poundt  for  tbe  bett  poem  **  On  Life, 
Death,  Judgment.  Heaven,  and  Hell."  See  Gent.  Mag.  voL  iv. 
p.  WO. — Nichols.  "  Being,"  Mvt  Dr.  Johntoo,  **  but  ntmlj 
acquainted  with  wealth,  and  thinking  the  Influence  of  fifty 

Biuiidi  very  great.  Cave  expected  the  flrtt  authort  of  the 
ngdom  to  appear  at  competftort ;  and  oAKred  the  allotment 
of  toe  prise  to  tbe  Univerutlet.  But,  when  the  time  came,  no 
name  wat  teen  among  the  writert  that  had  ever  been  teen 
before."  —  Life  <ff  Caw.  A  tecond  prise  of  forty  poundt, 
and  tome  other*  of  inferior  value,  were  oflbred  by  Cave,  at 
lubtequeot  periodt,  for  poemi  on  tiroiUr  tub)ectt.  It  teemt 
extraordlntiy  that  Johnton,  whote  wantt  were  urgent,  and 
who  wat  ghid,  to  toon  after,  to  tell  liit  London  for  ten 
pounds,  did  not  endeavour  to  obtain  Cave't  prise.  Did  hit 
dignity  of  mind  reject  luch  a  Mecaenat  at  Cave  ?  or  did  he 
make  the  attempt,  and  afterwardt  coooeal  hit  failure  In  pru- 
dent tilence  ? — Crokbb. 

<  He  alto  wrote  tome  amatory  vertea,  before  he  left  fltaf- 
fontthlre,  which  Botwell  appetft  not  lo  have  aeen.  They 
were  addrei ted  **  to  HItt  Hickman,  playing  on  the  tplneL^ 
At  the  back  of  tbii  early  poetieal  eAition,  of  which  the  original 
copy,  in  Johnton 'i  handwriting,  wat  oblfglngiy  oommunioated 
to  me  by  Mr.  John  Taylor,  it  the  following  altettatlon :  .— 
"Written  by  the  late  Dr.  Samuel  Johnton.  on  my  mother, 
then  Mitt  Hickman,  playing  on  the  tvlnet.  J.  Turton.'* 
Dr.  Torton,  the  phytlcian,  writer  of  tnia  certificate,  who 
died  in  April.  1806, 1u  hit  71it  v««r,  waa  bom  in  1735.  The 
vertet  in  quettion,  therefore,  which  have  been  printed  in  tome 
late  editiont  oi  Johnton't  poemt.mutt  havebeen  written  before 
that  year.  Mlu  Hickman,  it  it  believed,  wat  a  lady  of  Staflbrd- 
ihlre.  — Malonb.  She  wat  probably  the  elater  of  hit  early 
friend.  Mr.  Hickman,  the  tchooimatler  at  Stourbridge  (eini, 
p.  90.  n. 6) ;  but  the  vertea  do  not  teem  to  have  been  the  ok- 
prettton  of  any  real  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  wvtier,  nor  to 
Juttiry  the  idea  conveyed  by  Mr.  Malone't  epMiet  "  awtator^,** 
—  Croeir. 
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The  myrtle  crowns  the  happy  lovers*  heads. 
The  unhappy  lover's  grave  the  myrtle  spreads : 
Oh  then  the  meaning  of  thy  gift  impart. 
And  ease  the  throbbings  of  an  anxious  heart  I 
Soon  must  this  bough,  as  you  shall  fix  his  doom, 
Adorn  P*hilander*8  head,  or  grace  his  tomb." ' 

His  juvenile  attacliments  to  the  fair  sex 
were,  however,  very  transient ;  and  it  is  cer- 
tain, that  he  formed  no  criminal  connection 
whatsoever.  Mr.  Hector,  who  lived  with  him 
in  his  younger  days  in  the  utmost  intimacy  and 
social  freedom,  has  assured  me,  that  even  at 
that  ardent  season  his  conduct  was  strictly 
virtuous  in  that  respect ;  and  that,  though  he 
loved  to  exhilarate  himsdf  with  wine,  he  never 
knew  him  intoxicated  but  once.* 

In  a  man  whom  religious  education  has  se- 
cured from  licentious  indulgences,  the  passion 
of  love,  when  once  it  has  seized  him,  is  ex- 
ceedingly strong;  being  unimpaired  by  dissi- 
pation, and  totidlj  concentrated  in  one  object. 


1  Bf  ri.  Plozsl  gives  the  following  socount  of  thli  little  com- 
position from  Dr.  Johnson's  own  relation  to  her,  on  her  en- 
quiring whether  It  was  rightiv  attributed  to  him : — "^I  think  it 
is  now  just  forty  years  ago,  that  a  young  fellow  had  a  sprig  of 
myrtle  giren  him  by  a  girl  he  eourted,  and  aslied  me  to  write 
him  some  rerses  that  he  might  piesent  her  In  return.  I  pro- 
mised, but  forgot ;  and  when  he  called  for  his  lines  at  the  time 
agreed  on,.—*  Sit  still  a  moment,'  says  I,  *dear  Mumd^  and 
nl  fetch  them  thee  '—so  stepped  aside  for  five  minutes,  and 
wrote  the  nonsense  you  now  keep  such  a  stir  about."— ifnrc- 
dkitef,  p.  84.  In  my  first  edition  1  was  induced  to  doubt  the 
authenticity  of  this  account,  by  the  following  circumstantial 
statement  in  a  letter  to  me  firom  Miss  Seward,  of  Llchileld :  — 
**  I  know  those  verses  were  addressed  to  Lucy  Porter,  wheu 
he  was  enamoured  of  her  in  his  boyish  days,  two  or  three 
years  before  he  had  seen  her  mother,  his  future  wife.  He 
wrote  them  at  my  grandfather's,  [Mr.  Hunter,  the  school- 
master,] and  gaTe  them  to  Lucy  in  the  presence  of  my 
mother,  to  whom  be  showed  them  on  the  instant.  She  used 
to  repeat  them  to  me,  when  I  asked  her  for  the  Verte*  Dr. 
Jokmon  gave  ker  ona  Sprigjf  Mgrtie,  ttkieh  he  had  sMen 
or  bagged Jrom  her  boiom.  we  allknow  honest  Lucy  Porter 
to  have  been  incapable  of  the  mean  vanity  of  applying  to  her- 
self a  compliment  not  intended  for  her."  such  was  Miss 
Seward's  statement,  which  I  make  no  doubt  she  supposed  to 
be  correct ;  but  it  shows  how  dangerous  it  is  to  trust  too 
implicitly  to  traditional  testimony  and  ingenious  inference  i 
for  Mr.  Hector  has  lately  assured  me  that  Mrs.Piozsl's  ac- 
count is,  in  this  instance,  accurate,  and  that  he  was  the  person 
tas  his  name  Edmund,  which  Mrs.  Piozzi  could  not  have 
.nown.  clearly  proves]  for  whom  Johnson  wrote  those  verses, 
which  have  been  erroneously  ascribed  to  Mr.  Hammond.  I 
am  obliged,  in  so  many  Instances,  to  notice  Mrs.  Plozsi's 
incorrectness  of  relation,  that  I  gladly  seise  this  opportunity 
of  acknowledging,  that  however  often,  she  is  not  always, 
inaccurate.  .The  author  having  been  drawn  into  a  con. 
troversy  with  Miss  Anna  Seward,  in  c<msequence  of  the  pre- 
ceding statement  (which  may  be  found  in  the  Gentleman's 
Magazine,  vol.  Ixiii.  and  Ixiv.),  received  the  f<dlowlng  letter 
from  Mr.  Edmund  Hector  on  the  subject :  <— 

"  Dear  Sir,—  I  am  sorry  to  see  you  are  engaged  In  alterca- 
tion with  a  lady,  who  seem*  unwlUing  to  be  convinced  of  her 
errors.  Surely  It  would  be  more  ingenuous  to  acknowledge 
than  to  persevere.  Lately,  In  looking  over  some  papers  I 
meant  to  burn,  1  found  the  original  manuscript  of  the  Myrtle, 
with  the  date  on  it,  1731,  which  I  have  enclosed. 

"  The  true  history  (which  I  could  swear  to)  is  as  follows:— 
Mr.  Morgan  Graves,  the  elder  brother  of  a  worthy  clergyman 
near  Bath,  [the  Rev.  Richard  Graves,  author  of  the  "  Spiritual 
Quixote,"]  with  whom  I  was  acquainted,  waited  upon  a  lady 
in  this  netghbourhood,  who,  at  parting,  presented  him  the 
branch.  He  showed  it  me,  and  wished  much  to  return 
the  compliment  in  verse.  1  applied  to  Johnson,  who  was 
with  me,  and  in  about  half  an  hour  dictated  the  verces,  which 
I  seot  to  my  friend.  I  most  solemnly  declare,  at  that  time, 
Johnson  was  an  entire  stranger  to  the  Porter  family  ;  and  it 
was  almost  two  years  after,  that  1  introduced  him  to  the 
acquaintance  of  Porter,  whom  I  bought  my  clothes  of. 

**  If  you  intend  to  convince  this  obstinate  woman,  and  to 
exhibit  to  the  public  the  truth  of  your  narrative,  you  are  at 
liberty  to  make  what  use  you  please  of  this  siatemfnt.  I  hope 
you  will  pardon  me  fbr  taking  up  so  much  of  your  time. 


This  was  experienced  by  Johnson,  when  he 
became  the  fervent  admirer  of  Mrs.  Porter, 
after  her  first  husband's  death.  Miss  Porter 
told  me,  that  when  he  was  first  introduced  to 
her  mother,  his  appearance  was  very  forbid- 
ding :  he  was  then  lean  and  lank,  so  that  his 
immense  structure  of  bones  was  hideously  strik- 
ing to  the  eye,  and  the  scars  of  the  scrofula 
were  deeply  visible.  He  also  wore  his  hair, 
which  was  straight  and  stiff,  and  separated  be- 
hind; and  he  often  had,  seemingly,  convulsive 
starts  and  odd  gesticulations,  which  tended  to 
excite  at  once  surprise  and  ridicule.'  Mrs. 
Porter  was  so  much  engaged  by  his  conversa- 
tion, that  she  overlooked  all  these  external  dis- 
advantages, and  said  to  her  daughter,  *'  This  is 
the  most  sensible  man  that  I  ever  saw  in  my  life.** 
Though  Mrs.  Porter  was  double  the  age  of 
Johnson^,  and  her  person  and  manner,  as 
described  to  me  b^  Ihe  late  Mr.  Garrick,  were 
by  no  means  pleasing  to  others  ^,  she  must  have 


Wishing  you  mtdton  et/eNees  mmos,  I  shall  subscribe  myself 

Jour  obliged  humble  servant,   E.  Hbctor.     Birmingham, 
an.  9. 17M."  —  Boswbll. 

>  In  1735  Mr.  Walmesley  endeavoured  to  procure  Johnson 
the  mastership  of  the  grammar-school  at  Solihull,  in  War- 
wickshire. This  and  the  cause  of  failure  appear  by  the  fol- 
lowing  curious  letter,  addressed  to  Mr.  walmesley,  and 
preserved  In  the  records  of  Pembroke  College :  — 

"  Solihull,  ye  30  August,  1735.  Sir.—  I  was  favoured  with 
jroors  of  y«  13th  inst.  in  due  time,  but  deferred  answering  It 
til  now,  it  takcing  up  some  time  to  Informe  the  ffcsofees  [of 
the  scliool]  of  the  contents  thereof;  and  before  they  would 
return  an  Answer,  desired  some  time  to  make  enquiry  or  ye 
caracter  of  Mr.  Johnson,  who  all  agree  that  he  is  an  excelltmt 
scholar,  and  upon  that  account  deserves  much  better  than  to 
be  schoolmaster  of  Solihull.  But  then  he  has  the  caracter  of 
being  a  very  haughty,  ill-natured  gent.,  and  y*  he  has  such  a 
way  of  distorting  his  (face  (wh  though  he  can't  help)  ye  gent, 
think  it  may  affect  some  young  laddt ;  for  these  two  reasons  he 
is  not  approved  on,  ye  late  master  Mr.  Crompton*s  huffing  the 
(Toeofefs  being  stil  In  their  memory.  However  we  are  all  ex* 
streamly  obliged  to  vou  for  thinking  of  us,  and  for  proposeing 
so  gooci  a  schoUar,  out  more  especially  is,  dear  sir,  your  very 
humble  servant,  Hbnry  Gmmwold." 


It  was  probably  prior  to  this  that  an  attempt  to  obtain  th« 
situation  of  assiotant  in  Mr.  Budworth's  school,  at  Brcwood, 
had  also  failed,  and  for  the  same  reasons.  Mr.  Budworth  Iw- 
mented  his  having  been  under  the  necessity  of  di-clining  the 
engagement  from  an  apprehension  that  the  paralytic  aflfectioo 
ttnd«>r  which  Johnson  laboured  might  become  the  object  of 
imitation  or  ridicule  amongst  his  pupils.  This  anecdote 
Captain  Budworth,  his  grandson,  (who  afterwards  marri«>d 
Miss  Palmer,  and  took  her  name),  confirmed  to  Mr.  KichoU. 

—  CaoKxa. 

3  Johnson's  countenance,  when  In  a  good  humour,  was  not 
disagreeable  :->  his  face  clear,  bis  complexion  good,  mid  his 
features  not  ilUformed,  many  ladles  have  thought  they  might 
not  be  unaUractlve  when  he  was  young.  Much  misrepresent- 
ation has  prevallt^  on  this  subject — I'BKcv. 

*  Though  there  was  a  great  dibparliy  of  years  between  her 
and  Dr.  Johnson,  she  was  not  quite  so  old  as  »he  i»  here 
represented,  being  only  at  the  time  of  her  marriage  in  her 
forty-eiehth  year,  as  appears  by  the  following  extract  from 
the  parUh  register  of  Ureat  Peatling,  in  Leicestershire:  •— 
**Anno  Dom.  1688-9.  Elizabeth,  the  daughter  of  William 
Jervis,  Esq.  and  Mrs.  Anne  his  wife,  w-^s  bom  the  4th  Any  of 
February  and  manf,  bai)tizod  16th  day  of  the  same  month,  bv 
Mr.  Smith,  Curate  of  Little  Peatling.    John  Allen,  VicAr/' 

—  Malonb.  Johnson's  siie,  hard  features,  and  decided 
manners,  probably  made  him  look  older  than  he  really  was. 
and  diminished  the  apparent  disproportion.  —  Crukb a. 

*  That  In  Johnson's  eyes  she  was  handsome,  appeara  from 
the  epitaph  which  he  caused  to  be  inscribed  on  her  tombstone^ 
not  long  before  his  own  death,  and  which  will  be  found  in  at 
subsequent  page,  under  the  year  175S.  Tlie  following  aceotint 
of  Mrs.  Johnson,  and  her  family,  is  copied  from  a  paper, 
written  by  Lady  Knight,  at  Rome,  and  transmitted  by  her  to 
Mr.  Iloole,  the  translator  of  MetMfita»io,  &c. :  — 

"  Mrs.  \Villiams's  account  of  Mrs.  Johnson  was,  that  ahe 
had  a  good  understanding,  and  great  sensibility,  but  IncliutMl 
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bad  a  ttoperioritj  of  understandine  and  talents, 
as  she  certainlj  inspired  him  wiw  more  than 
ordinary  passion ;  and  she  haying  signified  her 
inUingness  to  aoeept  of  his  hand,  he  went  to 
Lidifield  to  ask  his  mother's  consent  to  the 
marriage ;  which  he  conld  not  but  be  conscious 
was  a  Terj  impradent  scheme,  both  on  account 
of  their  disparity  of  years,  and  her  want  of 
Untune.  But  ^m.  Johnson  knew  too  well  the 
ardour  of  her  son*s  temper,  and  was  too  tender 
a  parent  to  oppose  his  mclinations. 

I  know  not  for  what  reason  the  marriage 
ceremony  was  not  performed  at  Birmingham ' ; 
hut  a  resolution  was  taken  that  it  should  be  at 
Derby,  for  which  place  the  bride  and  bride- 
groom set  out  on  horseback,  I  suppose  in  very 
good  humour.  But  though  Mr.  Topham  Beau- 
clerk  used  archly  to  mention  Johnson's  having 
told  him,  with  much  gravity,  ^*  Sir,  it  was  a 
love-marriage  on  both  sides, '  I  have  had  from 
my  illustrious  friend  the  following  curious 
account  of  their  journey  to  church  upon  the 
nuptial  mom  [9th  Jnly]  : — "  Sir,  she  mid  read 
the  old  romances,  and  nad  got  into  her  head 
the  fantastical  notion  that  a  woman  of  spirit 
^ould  use  her  lover  like  a  dog:  So,  sir,  at 
first  she  told  me  that  I  rode  too  fast,  and  she 
could  not  keep  up  with  me ;  and,  when  I  rode 
a  little  slower,  she  passed  me,  and  complained 
that  I  lagged  behind.  I  was  not  to  be  made 
the  slave  of  caprice ;  and  I  resolved  to  begin 
as  I  meant  to  end.  I  therefore  pushed  on 
briskly,  till  I  waa.fairlv  out  of  her  sight.  The 
road  ky  between  two  hedges,  so  I  was  sure  she 
oould  not  miss  it;  and  I  contrived  that  she 
should  soon  come  up  with  me.  When  she  did, 
I  observed  her  to  be  in  tears." 

This,  it  miist  be  allowed,  was  a  singular  be- 
ginning of  connubial  felicity;  but  there  is  no 
doubt,  that  Johnson,  though  he  thus  showed  a 
manly  firmness,  proved  a  most  affectionate  and 
indnigent  husband  to  the  last  moment  of  Mrs. 
JohnMn*s  life ;  and  in  his  ^^  Prayers  and  Medi- 
tsticms,*'  we  find  very  remarkable  evidence  that 


to  b«  ntlrkal.  Her  first  hatband  died  Insolrent :  her  tons 
wen  miKfa  disrasted  with  her  for  her  second  marriage,  per- 
hiq«  becaiue  they,  being  itraggUng  to  get  advanced  in  life. 

hid  allied  herielf  to  a  man  who 


to  think  the 
had  ooc  any  Tisible  means  of  being  oa^ftil  to  them :  howerer, 
she  always  retained  ber  alKrction  for  them.  While  thej  [Dr. 
ad  Mrs  JofaosooJ  resided  in  Goagh  Square,  her  son,  the 
oAeer,  knocited  at  the  door,  and  asked  the  maid  If  her  mis- 
tresa  was  at  home.  Sie  answered,  *  Yes,  sir.  but  she  is  sick 
fai  bed '— *  Oh/  says  he,  *  if  it's  so,  tell  her  that  her  son  Jerris 
called  to  know  bow  she  did ;  *  and  was  going  away.  The 
id  begged  she  might  run  op  to  tell  her  mistress,  and,  with- 
:  affrimlng  his  answer,  left  him.  Mrs.  Johnson,  enraptured 
U>  hear  ber  son  was  below,  desired  the  maid  to  tell  him  she 
to  embrace  liim.  When  the  maid  descended  the  gen- 
was  gone,  and  poor  Mrs.  Johnson  was  much  agitated 
by  tb«  adTeetnre:  it  was  the  only  time  he  erer  made  an  effort 
ta  tee  her.  Dr.  Johnson  did  all  he  coald  to  console  his  wife, 
hat  told  Mrs.  Williams.  *  Her  son  is  unlformlr  undutlful ;  so 
I  eoDHode,  like  manr  other  sober  men,  he  might  once  in  hit 
lifr  be  drunk,  and  tn  that  fit  nature  got  the  better  of  his 
pride  *  **  —  Malomc 

*  To  escape  tlie  angry  notice  of  the  widow's  family  and 
frien-ls  seems  an  obTioos  and  sofllclent  reason.  —  CaoKEH. 
>  For  tnstanee :  —  "  Wednestlar,  March  88. 1770. 

'^  This  t«  the  day  CI7tl>f  O.  S.l  on  which,  In  l7S'i,  I  was  de- 
priwd  of  poor  dear  Tetty.    Hariag  left  off  the  practice  of 


his  regard  and  fondness  for  her  never  ceased 
even  afler  her  death.* 

He  now  set  up  a  private  academy,  for  which 
purpose  he  hired  a  large  house,  well  situated 
near  his  native  city.^  In  the  Gentleman's  Maga- 
zine for  1736  there  is  the  following  advertise- 
ment :  — 

"  Ai  Edial,  near  Lxchfidd,  in  Staffordshirtj  young 
gentlemen  art   hoardtd  and  taught  the   Latin   and 
Greek  langnagett  hg  Samusl  Joumson."  ' 

But  the  only  pupils  that  were  put  under  his 
care  were  the  celebrated  David  Garrick  and 
his  brother  George,  and  a  Mr.  Ofiely  ^,  a  young 
gentleman  of  good  fortune,  who  died  early. 
As  yet^  his  name  had  nothing  of  that  celebrity 
which  afterwards  commanded  the  highest  at- 
tention and  respect  of  mankind.  Had  such  an 
advertisement  appeared  ailer  the  publication  of 
his  London,  or  his  Rambler,  or  his  Dictionary, 
how  would  it  have  burst  upon  the  world!  with 
what  eagerness  would  the  great  and  the  wealthy 
have  embraced  an  opportunity  of  putting  their 
sons  under  the  learned  tuition  of  Samuel  John- 
son 1  The  truth,  however,  is,  that  he  was  not 
so  well  qualified  for  being  a  teacher  of  elements 
and  a  conductor  in  learning  by  regular  grada- 
tions, as  men  of  inferior  powers  of  mind.  His 
own  acquisitions  had  been  made  by  fits  and 
starts,  by  violent  irruptions  into  the  regions  of 
knowledge ;  and  it  could  not  be  expected  that 
his  impatience  would  be  subdued,  and  his  im- 
petuosity restrained,  so  as  to  fit  him  for  a 
quiet  guide  to  novices.  The  art  of  communi- 
cating instruction,  of  whatever  kind,  is  much 
to  be  valued ;  and  I  have  ever  thought  that 
those  who  devote  themselves  to  this  employ- 
ment, and  do  their  duty  with  diligence  and 
success,  are  entitled  to  very  high  respect  from 
the  community,  as  Johnson  hin^lf  often  midn- 
tained.  Yet  1  am  of  opinion,  that  the  greatest 
abilities  are  not  only  not  required  for  this 
ofiice,  but  render  a  man  less  fit  for  it. 

While  we  acknowledge  the  justness  of  Thom- 
son's beautiful  remark,  — 


thinking  on  her  with  some  particular  combinations,  I  havo  ■ 
recalled  her  to  my  mind  of  late  lets  frequently  ;  but  whrn  I 
recollect  the  time  in  which  we  lived  tocethcr,  my  grirf  fur 
her  deoarture  is  not  abated  ;  and  I  hare  lest  plr.inure  in  any 
good  toat  befalls  me,  because  she  does  not  partake  it.  On 
many  occasions,  I  think  what  she  would  have  »:iid  or  done. 
When  1  saw  the  sea  at  Brlghthelmttone,  I  wished  for  her  to 
hare  seen  it  with  me.  But,  with  respect  to  her,  no  rational 
wish  is  now  left,  but  that  we  may  m<>et  at  last  where  the 
mercy  of  God  shall  make  us  happy,  and  perhaps  make  us  in- 
strumental to  the  happiness  of  each  other.  It  is  now  eigh- 
teen years.**    Frayer*  and  Med.,  p.  90,  91 .  -^  Cboker. 

*  This  project  mutt  hare  been  formed  before  hit  marriaffe, 
for  the  adTertiiement  appeart  in  the  magasine  for  June 
and  Jnlg,  1736.  It  ii  potttble  that  the  obTious  ailvantap>  of 
having  a  woman  of  experience  to  superintend  an  establish- 
ment of  this  kind  may  have  had  some  Influence  wltli  John- 
son ;  but  eren  Johnson's  mental  powers  cannot  excuse  her 
having  made  so  diiproportinnate  an  alliance.  —  CanKEK 

■•  A  view  of  "  Edial  Hall,  the  residence  of  Dr.  Samuel 
Johnson,'*  is  given  In  Harwood's  Hiitory  of  LichBold,  lh09. 
where  It  it  stated  that  "  the  house  has  undergone  no  material 
alteration  since  it  was  inhabited  by  this  UluBtrlous  tenant."— 
Crokbr. 

*  The  Memotrs  mention  Dr.  Hawkesworth  as  one  of  his 
pupils,  and  seems  to  imply  (as.  Indeed,  does  Mr.  Garrick's 
subsequent  testimony)  that  there  were  mora  — Cboker. 
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**  Delightful  task  I  to  rear  the  tender  thought. 
To  teach  the  young  idea  how  to  shoot  1 "  * 

we  iiiti5t  consider  that  this  delight  is  percep- 
tible only  by  ^^  a  mind  at  ease,**  a  mind  at  once 
calm  and  clear ;  but  that  a  mind  gloomy  and 
impetuous,  like  that  of  Johnson,  cannot  be 
fixed  for  any  length  of  time  in  minute  attention, 
and  must  be  so  fretmently  irritated  by  ona- 
Toidablc  slowness  and  error  tn  the  advances  of 
scholars,  as  to  perform  the  duty,  with  little 
pleasure  to  the  teacher,  and  no  greU  advantage 
to  the  pupils.  Good  temper  is  a  most  essential 
requisite  in  a  preceptor.  Horace  paints  the 
character  as  bumd: 

Vi  pucris  olim  dant  crust ula  hUtndi 


in^  paper  ^  in  bis  own  handwriting,  ^iven  about 
this  period  to  a  reladon,  and  now  m  the  pos- 
session of  Mr.  John  Nichols :  -*- 


it 


SCHEME  FOR   THE  CLASSES  OF  A  OaAMMAR  SC1IOOU 


Doctores,  clcmenta  velint  ut  discere  prima.**' 

Johnson  was  not  more  satisfied  with  his  situ- 
ation as  the  master  of  an  academy,  than  with 
that  of  the  usher  of  a  school ;  we  naed  not 
wonder,  therefore,  that  he  did  not  keep  his 
academy  above  a  year  and  a  half.  From  Mr. 
Gamck*s  account,  he  did  not  appear  to  have 
been  profoundly  reverenced  by  his  pi^s.  ^  His 
oddities  of  manner,  and  uncouth  gesticulatioas, 
could  not  but  be  the  subject  of  menoment  to 
them;  and,  in  particular,  the  young  roffoea 
used  to  listen  at  the  door  of  his  bedchaoiDer, 
and  peep  through  the  key-hole,  that  they 
nucht  turn  into  ridieule  his  tumultuous  and 
awkward  fondness  for  Mrs.  Johnson,  whom  he 
used  to  name  by  the  familiar  appellation  of 
Teti^  or  Tettetf^  which,  like  Betty  or  Betsey^ 
is  provinciallv  used  as  a  contraction  lor  Eliza^ 
betk,  her  Christian  name,  but  which  to  us  seems 
ludicrous,  when  applied  to  a  woman  of  her  age 
and  appearance.  Mr.  Garrick  described  her 
to  me  as  very  fat,  with  a  bosom  of  more  than 
ordinary  protuberance,  with  swelled  cheeks,  of 
a  florid  red,  produced  by  thick  paintinc,  and 
increased  hj  the  liberal  use  of  ooniials ;  flaring 
and  fantastic  in  her  dresa,  and  affected  both  in 
her  speech  and  her  general  behaviour. '  I  have 
seen  Garrick  exhibit  her,  b^  his  exquisite 
talent  of  mimicry,  so  as  to  excite  the  heartiest 
bursts  of  lau|;hter ;  but  he,  probably,  as  is  the 
case  in  all  such  representations,  considerably 
ag<nravated  the  picture.^ 

lliat  Johnson  well  knew  the  most  proper 
course  to  be  pursued  in  the  instruction  of 
youth  is  authentically  asccrtainetl  by  the  follow- 


V  When  the  introduction,  or  fonnation  of  nouns 
and  Terhsy  is  perfecUy  mastered,  let  them  learn 

**  Corderius  by  Mr.  Clarke,  begiiminp;  at  the 
same  time  to  translate  out  of  the  introduction,  that 
by  this  means  they  may  learn  the  syntax.  Then 
let  them  proceed  to  Erasmus,  with  an  English 
translation,  hy  the  same  author. 

**  Class  II.  learns  Eutropiusand  Cornelius  Nepos, 
or  Juf^tin,  with  the  translation. 

••  N.  B.  Tlie  first  class  gets  for  their  part  erery 
morning  the  rules  which  they  have  learnt  before, 
and  in  the  afternoon  learns  the  Latin  rules  of  the 
nouns  and  verbs.  They  are  ezamiiied  in  the  rules 
which  they  have  learnt,  every  Thursday  and  Sa- 
turday. 

'*  The  second  class  docs  the  same  whilst  they  are 
in  Eutroptus ;  afterwards  their  part  is  in  the  irre- 
guUr  nouns  and  verhs,  and  in  the  rules  for  making 
and  acaoning  verses.  Tbcy  are  examined  as  the 
fint. 

**  Class  III.  Ovid*s  Metamorphoses  in  the 
morning,  and  Caesar's  Commentaries  in  the  afler- 
noon. 

"  Practise  in  the  Latin  rules  till  they  are  perfect 
in  them ;  afterwards  in  Mr.  I.«eds*s  Greek  Grammar. 
Examined  as  before.  Afterwards  they  proeeed  to 
Vii^l,  banning  at  the  «me  time  to  write  themes 
and  verses,  and  to  learn  Greek;  fttna  thenee pa2»ui-g 
on  to  Horace,  &e.,  as  shall  seem  moat  proper. 


*'  I  know  not  well  what  hooks  to  direct  y^  u  to, 
because  you  have  not  informed  me  what  study  you 
will  apply  yourself  to.  I  baUeve  it  will  be  mo^t 
for  your  advantage  to  apply  yourself  wholly  to  ihc 
languages,  till  you  go  to  the  university.  The 
Greek  anthers  I  think  it  best  for  you  to  read  are 
these:  — 


>  llinmion*! 


k  Is  Just  only 


Cebes. 

^lian. 

Lucian,  by  Leeds. 

Xenophon. 

Homer. 

Theoeritua. 

Euripides. 


} 


Attic. 

Ionic. 
Doric. 
Attic  and  Doric. 


thspoet  BpfUMlt 
to  tfa«  rir«t  cdiiratioa  of  «  child  bj  lt«  own  fund  imrrnU.  and 
mrt  to  the  drudeerjr  of  hired  instuwrtkin  In  UMsdrsncad  sUgcs 
of  learn  iiiK  —  Csoass. 
I    "A*  mM»mi  bUndlg  Motbo  thob  boys  to  rsad 

With  caket  and  tvt^tjarais  —— ."    Hor.  1  flat.  1   2ft. 

FSA.NCU. 

S  Ai  JobtiMm  kapi  Garrick  omch  fat  awa  «h«o  prcaoot, 
David,  wbm  his  back  was  tumad,  r#paid  thm  raatralnt  with 
ridicula  of  him  and  hU  dulclnaa.  which  should  ba  read  wUh 
fraai  abaximirnt Psacv. 

*  In  Loi(Kaa's  drawint  of  tha  cemawny  at  Tunbridgw 
WalU.  Id  1744.  «Qcra*«d  and  published  In  RtcriardtoirB  C'urre- 
Moodenre.  Mrs.  Johntou's  Sgure  is  not  lurrrtor  to  that  of 
th**  nthrr  lAilict  (•omrof  whom  wert  ra*hUTnable  beauties) 
dther  in  thapr  or  dress ;  but  It  la  a  slight  sketch,  and  too 
isaU  and  indttUwct  to  be  relied  apoa  for  drtalls CaoKsa. 

•  Mr.  BoawwU  was  mytskwa  ka  11^01  lug  this  le 


s 


•*  Thus  you  will  be  tolcraMy  skilled  in  all  the 


ome  paper.  It  Is  clear  that  there  are  Iww  arparatv*  srhfiaps, 
thn  flnt  for  a  school — the  ■ec«mii  forUko  lodividual  stu^i  r*  of 
some  yoang  Ttiend;  and  •urrly  this  crudn  sketch  fi>r  tiM  sr- 
raofsment  of  the  lower  classes  of  a  ffranunar-ai  ho(»i  d^ws  net 
**  mmtk*nticaiiy  aactrUuu  what  Johnaoa  tbuu^i  ib«-  •«.•/ 
prtptr  course  to  be  pursued  in  the  imgtrmettmt  ut  «•  t}ti»  ** 
It  mar  even  be  doubted  whether  it  It  ftood  aa  lar  as*>;  i^«»«. 
and  whether  the  beginnlnf  «lth  authors  of  h|/rr*«r  /.•<«»< iv. 
and  allowing  the  assistance  «rf  twmmtimtti^ms,  be,  indcw^.  xi.r 
mott  propfT  rmirsa  of  cla«skal  instruction  &  nor  are  »«, 
while  igour4iit  of  the  peculiar  ctrcumstJUM'ra  Cor  whtcti  tbe 

«iirr  was  drawn  up.  entitled  tn  cuiiduda  thai  it  contaiit*  l^r. 

~onn»4in'i  mature  and  icrneral  set.ttmeQts  on  eewn  thi*  i>a'n  w 
bTiUifh  of  education  to  which  it  refer*.  Indewd.  u>  the  »rrt»  j4 
papor.  Johnson  adviS4.*s  ant  to  rvid  *' the  imtier  autitiifs 
till  >*nu  are  well  versed  ta  llioaa  ef  tl»«  ^mrer  agrs "  ~ 
Csoasa. 
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dnken^  hegimuBg  wkh  the  Attic,  to  which  the  MBt 
mutberefisRcd. 

"  Ii  tbe  ttndj  of  Latin,  it  is  proper  not  to  read 
the  ktir  authora,  till  you  are  well  irersed  in  those 
of  thtpnraitages ;  asTvrence,  Tully,  Cesar,  Salhist, 
Stfot,  Vellcius  Paterculut,  VirgU,  Horace,  Pbae- 

"The  greatest  and  most  necessary  task  still 
rmua,  to  attain  a  habit  of  expression,  without 
I  vtirii  kaowled^  ia  of  little  use.  This  is  necessary 
I  ia  Latin,  and  more  neeesiary  in  English  ;  and  can 
I  lair  be  acquired  by  a  daily  imitation  of  the  best 
,  and  eoneetest  authora. 


**  Sail  Jomnsox." 

While  Jolmsoii  kept  his  academy,  there  ean 
be  00  doabt  that  he  was  inaensibly  fnmiahing 
hk  mi'od  with  ▼arioua  knowledge ;  but  I  have 
not  disoorerad  that  he  wrote  any  thing  except 
^  gnA  part  of  his  tragedy  of  Iums.  Mr. 
Peter  Gamck»  tke  elder  brother  of  Daind,  told 
ne  that  be  remembered  Johnson  a  boirowing 
the  Tarkiih  History  *  of  him,  in  order  to  form 
itt  play  from  it.  When  he  had  finished  some 
pvt  of  it,  he  read  what  he  had  done  to  Mr. 
H'almefley,  who  objected  to  his  having  already 
brought  his  heroine  into  great  distress,  and 
liked  him,  '*  How  can  jon  possibly  contrive  to 
piaage  her  into  deeper  calamity  P  "  Johnaon, 
la  1^  allusion  to  the  aiipposed  oppressiye  pro- 
^Mogs  of  the  court  of  whieh  Mr.  Walmesley 
*M  rnisCnr,  ra>lied,  **  Sir,  I  can  put  her  into 
Oie  Spmtnal  Court  r 

Mr.  Walmesley,  however,  waa  well  pleased 
*ith  this  jiroof  of  Johnson's  abilities  as  a  dra- 
attic  wnier,  and  adrised  him  to  finish  the 
ti^gedy,  and  produce  it  on  the  stage. 


the  Stsiory  of  the  ComntU  of  Trent. — Rehnma 
to  lAtkfbdd,  and  fimaiku  **  Irene,** —  Removea  to 
London  with  hie  Wife, — Liet  of  Retideneee,'— 
Beeomu  a  Writer  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine, 

JoHNSOK  now  thought  of  trying  his  fortune  in 
London,  the  great  field  of  genius  and  exertion, 
where  talents  of  every  kind  hav«  the  fullest 
scope  and  the  highest  eneouras ement.  It  is  a 
memorable  circumstance,  that  his  pupil,  David 
Garrick,  went  thither  at  the  same  time ',  with 
intent  to  complete  his  education  and  follow  the 
pa*ofe88ion  of  the  law,  from  which  he  was  soon 
diverted  by  his  decided  preference  for  the 
st»e. 

This  joint  expedition  of  those  two  eminent 
men  to  the  metropolis  was  many  years  after- 
wards noticed  in  an  allegorical  poem  on  Shak- 
8peare*8  mulberry  tree,  by  Mr.  Lovibond,  the 
ingenious  author  of  **  The  Tears  of  Old- May- 
day." » 

They  were  recommended  to  Mr.  Colson  \ 
an  eminent  raathematieian  and  master  of  an 
academy,  by  the  following  letter  from  Mr. 
Walmesley :  — 


TO  THE  REV.  JOHN  COLSON. 


4< 


CUAPTER  V. 
1737—1738. 


to 
Strmet. 


wkh  Garriek,  ^  Lodges 
Retiree  to  Ghretmeieh,  and 
•^»jrr^feet9  a  Irwuuitwn  oj 


'  ^tnaOm't  flbtory  of  the  Turlu.  Johnsoa  tayi.  in  Cha 
"f^^  i  **  ft  display*  all  Che  excallcnces  that  nurstioo  csn 
*"*^  aoS  — tlilBt  could  bAve  niok  lu  author  in  obscurity, 
*  ^  femeteame  mod  barhvlty  of  Cbo  peoplo  whofc  story 
^  Hm#»,«  Xo.  in.  **  Old  KnollM,'*  Mid  Lord  Byron, 
m  few  wmAs  beforo  bit  death. "  waa  one  of 


■'■baau  that  gsre  me  plaaiura  wbeo  a  child }  and  I 
?*  a  had  maeh  tnftirrMt  on  my  folure  wUhaa  to  visit 


my 
perhapa.  tbe  orlaotal  colourias  which 
j«y  paeUT.**  Work*,  vol.  ix.p.  i4l.->LooKHAaT. 
*«h  of  tfera  oaed  to  talk  pleaaastly  of  this  their  first 
t»  fondoM    Garrkk,  erldeady  neanint  to  canbettlsh 
•iM  OM  day  io  my  h«irlaf .  *•  We  rode  and  tied." 
«i  tti  Bkbop  of  KfUaloe  (Dr.  Barnard)  Informed  ne,  that 
■  •■h^  «—  — fc—  JohnsoD  and  Oarriek  were  dining  to- 


^v  la  •  pneif  large  eampaoy,  Johnaon  humorouiljr 
'■^  Ae  fkroMlogy  of  •nmeuiing,  espreased  UbmoII 
~*nm«a»tho  ywnrwhcn  I  came  to  London  witi 
"^M^pawy In  My podMC.**    <r«fWoft  overhearin 


In 
? 


tw^;; 


f  thai : 
with  two- 
trmrviek  overhearing  hhn, 
do  yoo  eay  ?  with  twe.peDce  half- 
?**~JMMNi.    •«  Why.  yea  •.  when  I 
halQMany  hi  my  pockcit,  and  thou, 
iln  tMoei''^  BoewiLb. 

raillery.    Indeed,  Boewdl,  In 

Johnaon  had  «  Hale 

that  m  V  be.  Ganrlok,  a 

lo  loen^  nal  aa  an  adventnrar,  but 


«  Lkhfleld,  BUvcfa  S.  17SG.7. 

Dbab  Sn,-^  I  had  the  fiivour  of  yours,  and  am 
extrenndy  obliged  to  you ;  but  I  cannot  say  I  had 
a  greater  affection  for  you  upon  it  than  I  had 
before,  being  long  since  ao  much  endeared  to  you, 
as  well  by  an  early  frienddiip,  as  by  your  many 
excellent  and  Taluahle  qualifications;  and*  had  I  a 
son  of  my  own,  it  would  be  my  ambition,  instead 
of  sending  him  to  the  uniYereity,  to  dispose  of  him 
as  this  yoimg  gentleman  is. 

'*  He,  and  another  neighbour  of  mine,  one  Mr. 
Samuel  Johnson,  set  out  this  morning  for  London 
together.  Dary  Garrick  to  be  with  you  early  the 
next  week,  and  Mr.  Johnson  to  try  his  fate  with  the 
tragedy,  and  to  see  to  get  himself  employed  in  some 
tnnaiation,  either  from  the  Latin  or  the  French. 
Johiiaoii  is  a  very  good  sehokr  and  poet,  and  I  have 
gnaa  hopes  will  turn  out  a  fine  tragedy-writer.    If 


to  complete  bit  education  and  prepare  for  the  bar,  could  not 
have  been  in  such  indigent  drcinnstanoes.  — Crokbn. 

>  Edward  Lovibond  waa  a  gentleman,  reaidtaig  at  Hampton, 
whoM  works  were  little  known  In  his  own  day.  and  are  now 
quite  and  deaervedly  neglected,  though  Dr.  Anderaon  hat  in- 
troduced them  Into  the  Scotch  edition  of  the  British  Pciets. 
with  a  lifs  of  the  author.  In  a  strain  of  the  most  hyperbolical 
and  rldkalous  panegyric.    He  died  in  1773<  —  Caoaaa. 

*  The  Bev.  John  Colson,  educated  at  Emanuel  College, 
Cambridge,  becaaae,  in  I7CS,  first  master  of  the  Tree  school  at 
Kocheeter.  In  1739.  he  was  appointed  Lncasian  Proressor  of 
Mathematics,  and  died  in  December.  17A9.  Mrs.  Piosti.  and 
after  her  Mr.  Malone,  have  stated  that  the  character  of  Or- 
lidui^  in  the  24th  Ramblpr,  waa  meant  to  represent  Mr.  Col- 
son ;  but  this  is  a  mistake.  It  does  net  appear  that  Johnson 
ever  saw  Professor  Coi»oa,  who  resided  at  Rochester ;  bat 
there  was,  as  we  shall  see  hereafter,  a  Mr.  Coulson,  an  ac. 
qnalntanoe  of  Johnson's,  fellow  of  Univeralty  College.  Oxford, 
and  a  very  eccentric  man,  who,  I  at  first  supposed,  might 
have  aflbrded  Johnson  some  characteristic  traits  for  nia 
Qeiidme.  But  my  venerable  fHend,  Dr.  Fisher,  formerly  of 
University  Collefre.  and  latterly  Master  of  the  ChArter 
Uooae,  who  was  intimate  witii  both  Johnson  and  Coulaoa, 
Informed  me  that  the  charaeter  of  GeliHmt  bad  no  resem- 
blance to  this  Mr.  Colsttn,  whom,  moreover,  Johnaon  bad 
never  seen  till  alter  ha  had  written  the  JVanfMer.— 
CaoasB,  1B46. 
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it  should  anj  wajr  lie  in  your  waj,  doubt  not  but 
you  would  be  ready  to  recommend  and  assist  your 
countryman, 

'•  G.  Walmbslct.** 

How  lie  employed  himself  upon  his  first 
coming  to  London  is  not  particularly  known. 
I  never  heard  that  he  found  any  protection  or 
encouragement  by  the  meana  of  Mr.  Colson,  to 
whose  academy  David  Garrick  went  Mrs. 
Lucy  Porter  told  me,  that  Mr.  Walmesley  gave 
him  a  letter  of  introduction  to  Lintot'  his  book- 
aeller,  and  that  Johnson  wrote  some  things  for 
him ;  but  I  imagine  this  to  be  a  mistake,  for 
I  have  discovered  no  trace  of  it,  and  I  am 
pretty  sure  he  told  me,  that  l^lr.  Cave  was  the 
first  publisher  by  whom  his  pen  was  engaged  in 
London.* 

lie  had  a  little  money  when  he  came  to 
town,  and  he  knew  how  he  could  live  in  the 
cheapest  manner.  His  first  loilgings  were  at 
the  house  of  Mr.  Norria,  a  staymaker,  in 
Exeter  Street,  adjoining  Catherine  Street,  in 
the  Strand.  "  I  dined,  said  he,  "  very  well 
for  eipl It-pence,  with  very  good  company,  at 
tlic  Pine- Apple  in  New  Street,  just  by.  Several 
of  them  had  travelled.  They  expected  to  meet 
every  day ;  but  did  not  know  one  another*s 
nanie;).  It  used  to  cost  the  rest  a  shilling,  for 
they  drank  wine  ,*  but  I  had  a  cut  of  meat  for 
sixpence,  and  bread  for  a  penny,  and  gave  the 
waiter  a  penny ;  so  that  I  was  quite  well  served, 
nay,  better  than  the  rest,  for  they  gave  the 
waiter  nothinjr."  » 

He  at  this  time,  I  believe,  abstained  entirely 
from  fermented  liquors  :  a  practice  to  which  he 
risridly  conformed  for  many  years  together,  at 
different  periods  of  his  life.  * 

His  Orellus,  in  the  Art  of  Living  in  Lon- 
don^, I  have  heard  him  relate,  was  an  L*ish 
painter,  whom  he  knew  at  Birmingham,  and 
who  had  practised  his  own  precepts  of  economy 
for  several  years  in  the  Britisn  capital,  tie 
assured  Johnson,  who,  I  suppose,  was  then 
meditating  to  try  his  fortune  m  London,  but 
was  apprehensive  of  the  expense,  ^  that  thirty 

1  Mr.  p.  Ciinnlnjrhftm  obaerrM.  that  thi<  Irtter  mail  have 
hffti  tothp  (Oil  ut  th«  rcirbrAtrd  Bernard  Lintoi,  tbc  latter 
bariiiff  aicil  3ti  Feb.  173ii.  — CaoKta.  1HI6. 

*  Oit^  riirloiii  an<H^lotr  wat  comiminlcatrd  bjr  himtelf  to 
Mr.  John  Nirholt.  Mr.  Wllcnx.  the*  bnokurller.  on  b^ing  In- 
fiirmcil  Uj  him  that  hu  Intention  was  to  fcet  hti  lUrlihooid  at 
an  aiitiiur.  e)eil  hli  rotmit  frame  atteiitivfly.  and,  with  a  ils- 
Dificutt  lo'iK.  mM,  **  You  had  better  buy  a  porter's  knot^* 
He.  howrter,  a<idi^,  **  Wilcox  wai  one  of  my  bett  friends." 
—  Buc^rLL.  PrrliapB  he  meant  that  Care  nas  the  flr»t  to 
whom  h«»  was  rejrularlj  and  constantly  rui[a^rH ;  but  Wilcox 
anti  I.iiitot  nuy  lit«e  employrd  him  oc(A4i«>nally  ;  and  Dods- 
ley  certaiiilt  printed  liis  LimdOH  before  Care  had  printed  any 
Chine  of  hit  but  two  or  three  trtOes  In  the  Gmtlemamt 
AlafmitMf.  — .  tauKta. 

*  But  If  we  nin  trust  Mr.  Cum  Iter  land's  rfcollection.  be 
was  about  this  iim'>.  or  rery  soon  after,  rrdurt-d  still  lower  ; 

*' for,  pai  ifiil  at  It  i*  to  relAlr,"  (sais  flut  e«>rttU>man  in  his  ! 
Memo  rt  *(*l  i.p  :i'>A.^  **  I  haic  heard  tliat  illiutrious  scholar,  | 
Dr.  Johti«'>ii.  at«^'t.  and  he  nrvrr  varliil  from  the  truth  of 
fart,  thtt  be   I'ltM-ttnl   himst'lf  for  a  considerable  space  of 
time  uf'^nt  th«>  S(a;itj  pittance  of  /our- p\  nee  ka{fpntmjf  per  , 
dar.*'.CHOK,tB.  I 

*  At  thi*  1 1  lor  his  alMt'inenee  from  wine  mar.  perhapa,  be 
■CtributtHl  to  p'tvrrty,  but  in  his  subsrqiipnt  lif'*  he  «as  re> 
•trai'H'd  fri>m  ii.jt  ititlulft'iice  by.  as  it  apj>«ars,  moral,  or  ' 
rather   mtdiral    c«insitl«*rations.      He  found    by    experience 
lh«t  wlue.  thousb  li  disiipaled  for  a  BumroC,  yet  eteBtually  j 


Sounds  a  year  was  enough  to  enable  a  man  to 
ve  there  without  being  contemptible.    He  al- 
lowed ten  pounds  for  clothes  and  linen.    He 
said  a  man  might  live  in  a  garret  at  cighteen- 
pence  a  week ;  few  people  would  inquire  where 
he  lodged ;  and  if  tney  did,  it  was  easy  to  say, 
*■  Sir,  I  am  to  be  found  at  such  a  place.*    hy 
spending   three-pence  in  a  cotfee- house,  he 
might  be  for  some  hours  ^yary  day  in  very 
good  company;  he  might  dine  for  sixpence, 
breakfast  on  bread  and  milk  for  a  penny,  and 
do  without  supper.    On  clean'shirt-auy  he  went 
abroad,  and  paid  visits.**  ^    I  have  heard  him 
more  than  once  talk  of  his  frugal  friend,  whom 
he  recollected  with  esteem  and  kindness,  and 
did  not  like  to  have  one  smile  at  the  recital. 
'*This  man,**  said  he,  gravely,   "was  a  very 
sensible  man,  who  perfectly  understood  com- 
mon affairs :  a  man  of  a  great  deal  of  know- 
ledge of  the  world,  fresh  from  life,  not  strained 
through  books.     He  borrowed  a  horse  and  ten 
pounds  at  Birmingham.    Finding  himself  mas- 
ter of  so  much  money,  he  set  ofT  for  We5t 
Chester,  in  order  to  get  to  L^land.     He  re- 
turned the  horse,  and  probably  the  ten  pounds 
too,  after  he  had  got  home.** 

Considering  Johnson*s  narrow  circumstances 
in  the  early  part  of  his  life,  and  particularly  at 
the  interesting  era  of  his  launching  into  the 
ocean  of  London,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at, 
that  an  actual  instance,  proved  by  experience, 
of  the  possibility  of  enjoying  the  intellectual 
luxury  of  social  life  upon  a  ver^  small  income, 
should  deeply  enp:age  nis  attention,  and  be  ever 
recollected  by  him  as  a  circumstance  of  much 
importance.     He  amused  himself,  I  rememlM^r, 
by  computing  how  much  more   expense  i«as 
absolutely  necessary  to  live  upon  the  same  scale 
with  that  which  his  friend  described,  when  the 
value  of  money  was  diminished  by  the  pro<;n>ss  of 
commerce.  It  may  be  estimated  that  double  tbc 
money  might  now  with  difficulty  be  sullicieut- 
Amidst  this  cold  obscurity,  there  was  one 
brilliant  circumstance  to  cheer   him ;  he  was 
well  acquainted  with  Mr.  Henry  Hervey^,  one 


afr^raTated  the  heredlUry  disease  under  wblch  he  sntTf  red  ; 
and  perhaps  it  mar  have  l><*cn  onluK  to  a  l<Hi|t  our**-  of 
abstinence,  that  his  mrntal  health  actrms  to  ti.Mc  X^*.\ 
better  in  the  latter  than  in  ih«»  earlier  portion  of  bi«  life  lie 
savf.  In  his  Prayers  and  Meditations.  tl7  Aug  ITCT  >  "  l*y 
abstinence  from  wine  and  su^lp«•rs,  I  obtai    <^  aiKlJcn  a-  .1 

reat  relief,  and  h^d  freedom  of  mind  mtorrd  to  m*' ;  w  >  v  i 
have  wanted  for  all  this  ye^.  without  beinfr  aMv'to  t-.  1 
any  means  of  obUininR  it.''  See  al*o  yiojf.  Si^jn.  If..  IT'.V. 
These  remarks  are  important.  b<«c.tuse  itrprrtswrn  </  »;triU 
Is  too  often  treated  on  a  contrary  S)Ktcni,  from  i|:f...'.i. »« 
of,  or  inattention  to,  what  may  t>e  its  r  «*/i/  ranso   i  m  kii 

»  Ofrllus  was  a  R<  nan  rustic  whom  lloradc  Inlroiivjrr*  «• 
frirlnit  precepts  for  frugal  li vine.  Boswrr.  therrf«rr  »..'.s 
this  Irish  professor  of  eomomy  Juhnaon**  ty,  //«#*. t  «.  m  «. 

•  This  snoc«««s  of  economy  was  not  contiii«*<l  to  iitd  ..  ..^e' 
Swift,  I  thitiK,  talks  of  making  vislu  oq  ftha%tpc-iij«  .  i 
clean-«hirt-dar.— CaoKKB. 

'  TheHon.HennrHerrey.th'rdf'Vnirth]  son  of  the  f.rst  F  trl 
of  Bristol  [bom  I70i>,]qoltle<1  the  ar'iit  jirnj  n.<i|k^  ,  -,;,  .^       |i, 
marrie«l[ln  1730,  rjChcnne  thf  rldi'«»')  at»rt>t  rf    Sir    I  b»jn  m 
Aston,  by  whom  he  i^it  the  A«ton   T*  »'tate.  and  a%.M 
name  and  ^rms  of  that  fain  It  — Hi>«w  1 1  l       Wr.  1»    .*^.  ,  ■ 
acquaintance  and  kindness  John«on    o»rtl,  nn  d    mm    t<>'l    « 
friend  Mr.  Walm«»slcy  ;  who.  tl  will   br    rrt'tHrrtt^i     \    >  -    ^, 
Mrs   Herter's  sister,  MarK«rrt  Ast<m       But  1  a  ..,t  c  »  r  ."  .  - 
Mr.  Boswell  dors  not  antedate  this  tnttit  .art  with  llrrv    «        1 
Johnson's  lOTe  of  that  name  by  a  coapU  of  r^t%,  —  fur  the  t'r »« 
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of  the  branches  of'  the  noble  familj  of  that 
name,  who  had  been  quartered  at  Lichfield  as 
an  officer  of  the  army,  and  had  at  this  time  a 
bouse  in  London,  where  Johnson  was  fre- 
quentlj  entertained,  and  had  an  opportunity 
of  meeting  genteel  company.  Not  yery  long 
before  his  death,  he  mentioned  this,  among 
other  particulars  of  his  life,  which  he  was  kindlj 
communicating  to  me ;  and  he  described  this 
earlr  friend  "  Harry  Hervey,"  thus :  "  He  was 
a  Ticious  man  \  but  very  kind  to  me.  If  you 
call  a  do^  Hsrtet,  I  shall  love  him." 

He  told  me  he  had  now  written  only  three 
acts  of  his  Isene,  and  that  he  retired  for  some 
time  to  lodgings  at  Greenwich,  where  he  pro- 
ceeded in  it  somewhat  further,  and  used  to 
compose,  walking  in  the  Park ;  but  did  not  stay 
lon^  enough  at  that  place  to  finish  it. 

At  this  period  we  find  the  following  letter 
from  him  to  Mr.  Edward  Cave,  which,  as  a 
link  in  the  chain  of  his  literary  history,  it  is 
proper  to  insert :  — 

JOHNSON  TO  CAVE. 

**  Greenwich,  next  door  to  the  Golden  Heart, 
Cbarch  Street,  July  12. 1737. 

**  Skk,  —  Having  observed  in  your  papers  very 
oDcosnnum  ofiers  of  eneouragement  to  men  of  let- 
ten,  I  have  cboien,  being  a  stranger  in  London,  to 
eommunicate  to  you  the  following  design,  which, 
I  hope,  if  you  join  in  it,  will  be  of  advantage  to 
both  of  js. 

-■  The  Hutory  of  the  Council  of  Trent  having 
been  Utely  translated  into  French,  and  published 
with  large  notes  by  Dr.  Le  Courayer,  the  repu- 
tation of  that  book  is  so  much  revived  in  £ngland, 
that,  it  is  presumed,  a  new  translation  of  it  from 
the  Italian,  together  with  Le  Courayer*s  notes  from 
the  French,  could  not  fail  of  a  fiivourable  reception. 

•*  If  it  be  answered,  that  the  History  is  already 
in  Eoglisby  it  must  be  remembered  that  there  was 
the  same  objection  against  Le  Courayer's  under- 
taking, with  tliis  disadvantage,  that  the  French 
lud  a  version  by  one  of  their  best  translators, 
whereas  you  cannot  read  three  pages  of  the  English 
history  without  discovering  that  the  style  is  capable 
of  great  improvements ;  but  whether  those  improve- 
menU  are  to  be  expected  from  this  attempt,  you  must 
judge  from  the  specimen,  which,  if  you  approve 
the  proposal,  I  shall  submit  to  your  examination. 

**  Suppose  the  merit  of  the  versions  equal,  we 
may  hope  that  the  addition  of  the  notes  will  turn 
the  balance  in  our  favour,  considering  the  repu- 
tation of  the  annotator. 

•*  Be  pleased  to  fiivour  me  with  a  speedy  answer, 
if  yoa  are  not  willing  to  engage  in  this  scheme ; 
and  appoint  me  a  day  to  wait  upon  you,  if  you 
are.     I  am.  Sir,  your  humble  servant, 

**  Sam.  Jounsok.*' 

It  should  seem  from  this  letter,  though  sub- 

•ditloo  ot  London  eoatained  a  sneer  at  Lord  Uervey  (Henry's 
liratber),  for  whose  name  that  of  Clodio  waj  afterwards  sub- 

aitut«d Caoaaa. 

1  For  the  excesses  which  Dr.  Johnson  justly  characterises 
as  -^^oa:^  Mr.  Herrey  was,  perhsps.  as  much  to  be  pitied  as 
blatiDed.  He  was  erry  eccentric.  See  anti^  p.  h.  n.  1.  His 
eldest  brother  was  the  ^ebrated  Lord  Herve.v,  Pope's 
Spurugs  the  next,  TkomoMt  of  whom  we  shall  see  more  here- 


scribed  with  his  own  name,  that  he  had  not  yet 
been  introduced  to  Mr.  Cave.  We  shall  pre- 
sently see  what  was  done  in  consequence  of  the 
proposal  which  it  contains. 

In  the  course  of  the  summer  he  returned  to 
Lichfield  *,  where  he  had  left  Mrs.  Johnson,  and 
there  he  at  last  finished  his  tragedy,  which  was 
not  executed  with  his  rapidity  of  composition 
upon  other  occasions,  but  was  slowly  and  pain- 
fully elaborated.  A  few  days  before  his  oeath, 
while  burning  a  great  mass  of  papers,  he  picked 
out  from  among  them  the  origmal  unformed 
sketch  of  this  tragedy,  in  his  own  handwriting, 
and  gave  it  to  Mr.  Langton,  by  whose  favour 
a  copy  of  it  is  now  in  my  possession.  It 
contains  fragments  of  the  intended  plot,  and 
speeches  for  the  different  persons  of  the  drama, 
partly  in  the  raw  materials  of  prose,  partly 
worked  up  into  verse ;  as  also  a  variety  of  hints 
for  illustration,  borrowed  from  the  Greek,  Ro- 
man, and  modem  writers.  The  handwriting  is 
very  di£Scult  to  be  read,  even  by  those  who 
were  best  acquainted  with  Johnson^s  mode  of 
|>enmanship,  which  at  all  times  was  yery  par- 
ticular. The  King  having  graciously  accepted 
of  this  manuscript  as  a  bterary  cunosity,  Mr. 
Langton  made  a  fair  and  distinct  copy  of  it, 
which  he  ordered  to  be  bound  up  with  the 
original  and  the  printed  tragedy;  and  the 
yolume  is  deposited  in  the  Sing's  library.' 
His  Majesty  was  pleased  to  permit  Mr.  Lang 
ton  to  take  a  copy  of  it  for  himself. 

The  whole  of  it  is  rich  in  thought  and  im- 
agery, and  happy  expressions ;  and  of  the  cfi>- 
jecta  membra  scattered  throughout,  and  as  yet 
unarranged,  a  good  dramatic  poet  might  avail 
himself  with  considerable  advantage.    I  shall 

five  my  readers  some  specimens  of  difier^nt 
inds,  distinguishing  them  by  the  italic  cha- 
racter. 

**  Nor  think  to  May,  here  wiU  I  stop. 
Here  wtU  I  fix  the  Umits  of  tranggresaion^ 
Nor  farther  tempt  the  avenging  rage  of  heaven. 
When  guilt  like  thi$  once  harbourt  in  the  breast, 
Tfiou  holy  beingt,  whoee  wueeii  direction 
Guides  through  the  maze  of  life  the  steps  ofman^ 
Fly  the  detested  maTisions  of  impiety. 
And  quit  their  charge  to  horror  and  to  ruin.^ 

A  small  part  only  of  this  interesting  admo- 
nition is  preserved  m  the  play,  and  is  varied,  I 
think,  not  to  adyantage :  — 

^  The  soul  once  tainted  with  so  foul  a  crime. 
Ko  more  shall  glow  with  friendship's  hallowed 

ardour. 
Those  holy  beings  whose  superior  care 
Guides  erring  mortals  to  the  paths  of  virtue. 
Affrighted  at  impiety  like  thine. 
Resign  their  charge  to  baseness  and  to  ruin." 

after  (Oct.  1766),  was  also  very  clever  but  rery  mad. — 
CaoKiR. 

«  Or  more  probabljr  to  Edial,  where  it  seems  Mrs.  Johnson 
had  remained.  —  Crokbr. 

3  The  library  of  King  George  III.  was  glren,  as  I  ahvays 
have  thoughr,  under  very  erroneous  advice,  by  Gfor,7<«  IV..  to 
the  British  Museum.  Surely  the  Sovereign  'should  nut  have 
been  left  without  a  private  library.—  Croker. 


do 


BO&WELL'S  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


1738. 


Fiush  i»  imjf  ekgekf  and  wander  in  Mjf  vmim. 
Teach  HM  the  Grecian  arU  ofaofi  pcmaaion,* 


tt 


Sure  thit  ia  hte,  wkidk  heretofore  I  eomethed  the 
dream  nf  idle  maidM^  and  wanton  potts,* 

**  T%ouffh  mo  comets  or  prodigies  foretold  the  min 
of  Greece,  signs  which  heaven  must  by  another  miracle 
enable  us  to  understand^  yet  might  it  be  foreshown,  by 
tohens  no  less  certain,  by  the  vices  which  always  bring 
it  on,** 

This  last  passage  is  worked  op  in  the  trogedv 
itself  as  follows  :  — 

LsoNnut. 

**  That  power  th«t  kindly  wpireadu 

The  clouds,  a  ngnal  of  impending  •bowers. 
To  warn  tha  wand'ring  linnet  to  the  sbade^ 
Beheld,  Mritbotit  concern,  expiring  Greece, 
And  not  one  prodigy  foretold  our  (ate. 

DxMCTiitrs. 

"  A  thottsaod  horrid  prodigies  foretold  it ; 
A  feeble  gofremment,  eluded  laws, 
A  fiwdoiu  populace,  luxariooa  nobles. 
And  all  the  maladies  of  nnking  states. 
When  public  villany,  too  strong  for  justice. 
Shows  bis  bold  front,  the  harbuiger  of  ruin. 
Can  brave  Lcontius  call  Cor  airy  wonders 
Which  cheats  interpret,  and  which  IooIb  regard  ? 
When  sorae  neglected  fabric  nods  beneath 
The  weight  of  years,  and  totters  to  the  tempest, 
Mu5t  heaven  despatch  the  messengers  of  light. 
Or  wake  the  dead,  to  warn  us  of  its  fall  ?  ** 

MAHonrr  (to  Tax  me).  ••  T  hare  tried  the^,  and 
Jr>y  to  find  that  than  deservest  to  be  fared  by  Mahomet^ 
—  with  a  mind  great  as  his  oim.  Sure,  thou  art  an 
error  of  Nature,  and  an  exeeptioH  to  the  rest  nf  thy 
sex,  and  art  i$mmortai ;  far  sentiment  Hke  thine  were 
nertr  to  sink  into  nothing,  I  thought  aH  the  thoughts 
of  the  fair  had  been  to  seieet  the  graces  of  ths  day, 
dispose  the  colours  of  the  flaunting  (flowing)  robe,  tune 
the  voice  and  roil  the  eye,  place  the  gem,  choose  the 
dreu,  and  add  new  roses  to  the  fading  eheeh,  but  — 
fparkling,** 

Thus  in  the  tragedy :  — 

**  Illustrious  maid,  new  wonders  fix  roe  thine ; 
Thy  soul  completes  the  triumphs  of  thy  tsce ; 
I  thought,  forgire  my  fair,  the  noblest  aim. 
The  strongest  effort  of  a  firmale  soul 
Was  but  to  choose  the  graces  at  the  day, 
To  tune  the  tongue,  to  teach  the  eyes  to  roll, 
Dispose  the  colours  of  the  flowing  robe. 
And  add  new  roses  to  the  faded  cheek." 

I  shall  select  one  other  passa^fe,  on  account 
of  the  doctrine  which  it  illustratos. 


varieties  of  toorship  :  but  is  answered,  Tkateariet^ 
cannot  affect  that  Being,  who,  infinitely  happy  in  his 
osfn  perfections,  wants  no  external  gratifloaiioms ;  str 
eon  infinite  truth  be  ddighted  with  falsehood  i  thet 
though  he  may  guide  or  pity  those  he  leaves  in  dark- 
ness, he  abamhns  those  who  shut  their  eyes  against 
the  beams  of  day.** 

Johnson*s  residence  at  Lichfield,  on  bis  re- 
turn to  it  at  this  time,  was  only  for  three 
months ;  and  as  he  had  aa  yet  seen  but  a  small 
part  of  the  wonders  of  the  metropolis,  he  had 
little  to  tell  his  townsmen.  He  related  to  me 
ISepL  20. 1773]  the  following  minute  anecdote 
of  this  period  :  —  **  In  the  last  age,  when  my 
mother  lived  in  London,  there  were  two  sets 
of  people,  those  who  gave  the  wall  and  those 
who  took  it;  the  peaceable  and  the  quarrel- 
some. When  I  ro turned  to  Lichfield,  afler 
having  been  in  London,  my  mother  asked  me, 
whether  I  was  one  of  thofle  who  gave  the  wall, 
or  those  who  took  it.  Now  it  is  fixed  that 
every  man  keeps  to  the  right;  or,  if  one  is 
taking  the  wall,  another  yields  it;  and  it  Ls 
never  a  dispute." 

He  now  removed  to  London  with  Mrs.  John- 
son ;  but  her  daughter,  w^ho  had  lived  with 
them  at  Edial,  was  lefl  with  her  relations  in 
the  country.*    His  lodginjrs  were  for  some  time 
in  Woodstock  Street,  near  Hanover  S<iuare, 
and  afterwards  in  Castle  Street,  near  Cavendish 
Square.     As  there  is  something  pleasingly  in- 
teresting, to  many,  in  tracing  so  great  a  man 
through  all  his  (Ufferent  habitations,  I  shall 
[here]^  present  my  readers  with  an  exact  li^t  of 
his  lodgings  and  boosea,  in  order  of  time,  which, 
in  placid  condescension  to  my  respectful  cu^ 
riotsity,  he  one  evening  lOct.  10.  1779]  dictate«l 
to  me,  but  without  specifying  how  long  he 
lived  at  each. 

1.  Exeter-street,  Catherine-street,  Strand  [1 7STl. 

2.  Greenwich  [173?'^. 

3.  M'oodstock -street  near  Hanover-square  [  1 7S 7"!. 

4.  Castle-street,  Cavendish  .square.  No.  6.  f  1 73^1. 

5.  Boswell-court. 

6.  Strand. 

7.  Strand  again.*  [1741]. 

8.  Bow-street. 

9.  Holbom. 

10.  Fetter-lane. 

11.  Holbom  again  [at  the  Golden  Anchor,  liol- 

bom-bars, 

IS.  Gougfa-iquarc 

13.  Staple-inn 

14.  Gray  Vina 

15.  Inner  Temple-lane,  Na  I. 

16.  Johnson-court,  Fleet  street.  No.  7. 

1 7.  Bult-court,  Fleet-street,  No.  8. 


I 


I 


I74«1. 

174H'^. 

17.18]. 

17J1P. 
'17m>V 

176o1 

:i77Ti 


t 


I 


IsKNE  ol>M;rTes,  •'that  the  Supreme  Being  will  In  the  progress  of  his  life  I  shall  have  oo<ms- 
aecejit  of  rirtue,  whatever  outward  eircumsianees  it  sion  to  mention  Bome  of  them  as  connectM  with 
may  be  accompanied  with,  and  may  be  delighted  with     particular  incidents,  or  with  the  writing  of  par- 


»  Se,.  Mrt.  n,  23.  n.  I. 

*  Till*  lilt  Mr.  Hotwell  pUc««l  und«r  th«  date  at  vhich  it 
«M  dic-utiii  to  hiiii  lUKA  Oct.  177't)  It  t<*ciiit  more  con- 
Troicutljr  mtroducwl  h«r«.  aitd  I  haw  added,  at  (kr  a*  I  hafc 


di««nverf>d  ft.  tM  yrur  In  whirh  Jchtuan  Jket  uptvean  In  any 

of  tUf%»'  rriidenm.  —  CeoKkb. 

'*  In  «  Irttcr  daiM  March  jll.  1741.  J«4ifMon  atatrv  lit 
h«t  rpcrTiiIv  **  mBOTtfd  to  tha  BiacA    h*f^  In  tha 
etwm  ae«iit«t  Xhirhan  Yard."—  Ca 
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Mkr  |Nrt9  of  liifl  'works.  To  some,  this  mi- 
nle  tftentron  maj  appear  trifling ;  bat  when 
ve  eoBsider  the  punctilious  exaetness  with 
vhick  dbe  different  houses  in  which  Milton  re- 
nM  lisTe  been  tmced  bj  the  writers  of  his 
Bt,  t  coiilgr  enthusiasm  may  be  pardoned  in 
tk  bngrspher  of  Johnson. 

His  trtgedy  being  by  this  time,  as  he  thought, 
eoBplcteljr  finidied  and  fit  for  the  stage,  he  was 
nrj  desirous  that  it  should  be  brought  fbr- 
nk,   BIr.  Peter  Garrick  told  me,  that  John- 
mi  nd  he  went  together  to  the  Fountain 
ttr^rn,  and  read  it  over,  and  that  he  afterwards 
foliated  Mr.  Fleetwood,  the  patentee  of  Drury 
Lat  tbeati^  to  hare  it  acted  at  his  house ;  but 
Mr.  Fleetwood  would  not  accept  it,  probably 
beeaoM  it  was  not  patronised  by  some  man  of 
liigh  nak ;  and  it  was  not  acted  till  1749,  when 
Ui  friend  David  Garrick  was  manager  of  that 
tkeMre. 

The  Gentlcman*fl  Alagazine,  beffun  and  car- 
ried od  by  Mr.  Edward  Care,  under  the  name 
ofSjtf  uias  Urban,  had  attracted  the  notice  and 
tsjtaa  of  Johnson,  in  an  eminent  degree,  be- 
^he  came  to  London  as  an  adventurer  in 
IHentm.  He  told  me,  that  when  he  first 
nv  8t  John*s  Gate,  the  place  where  that 
dnoTBdly  popalar  miscellany  was  originally 
priated,  be  ^beheld  it  with  reverence.*'^  I 
>3}ipnee,  indeed,  that  every  youn?  author  has 
W  tiie  same  kind  of  feding  for  Uie  magazine 
t^  periodical  publication  which  has  first  en- 
tertsbed  him,  and  in  whidi  he  has  first  had  an 

rirtomty  to  see  himself  in  print,  without 
riftk  of  ezpoain^  his  name.  I  myself  re- 
f^iket  nth  impressions  from  the  Scots  Maga- 
cae,  which  was  begun  at  Edinburgh  in  the 
Tear  1739,  and  has  been  ever  conducted  with 
judgment,  accuracy,  and  propriety.  I  yet 
nooot  help  thinking  of  it  with  an  affectionate 
"^fvd  Johnson  hu  dignified  the  Gentleman's 
Ma^aam  by  the  importance  with  which  he 
bferts  the  life  of  Cave ;  but  he  has  given  it 
'till  greater  luatre  by  the  various  amnirable 
«MTs  which  he  wrote  fisr  it.         ^ 

Tooogh  Johnaon  was  often  solicited  by  his 
frvadb  to  auJbe  a  complete  list  of  his  writings, 
pi  talked  of  doing  it,  I  believe  wi^  a  serious 
'■Coition  that  they  should  all  be  collected  on 


codld  hvn  MM  teri^mlif  Hmf  he  looked  at 


the  priatlm-oare  of  Cave,  wMi  mrrenee. 

mUmt  had 


f. 


J 

IV  O^wft^Mw't  M^ieUmt  bid  been,  at  tht*  time,  but  tlx 
^mr\  wCnrt  tlt«  pidrtk;  and  iti  content*  were,  eren  irhen  Jolro- 
«>«  ^'gmlf  bad  emcHbvCrd  tohnprove  tt.  not  much  entitled 

woaM  have  been  more 
•  f^  'xrftfid  br  the  reeollectioni  connected  with  th«*andent 
J****!)^.  ikeM  rdle  of  the  onceextenilve  nri  magnlflceot 
^^  if  the  hcrate  knight*  of  the  order  of  St.  John  of  Jeru- 
'  m  the  DiMohitlon,  and  dnrtrojred  hy  sue- 
?   lu  Uft  prior.  Sir  William  Weaton, 

,  - with  the  anaoal  peniton  (ennrmout  In 

^w  %•)  of  1<4aL,  dM  of  a  bnAen  heart,  on  Afcrniion- 
iW  tha  wfy  €mf  the  boose  wu  lopprrMed.  —  Caoani, 
vtth  plearare  that  this  relique  of  antiquity, 


his  own  accotmt,  he  put  it  off  from  year  to 
year,  and  at  last  died  without  having  done  it 
perfectly.  I  have  one  in  his  own  handwriting, 
which  contains  a  certain  number;  I  indeed 
doubt  if  he  could  have  remembered  every  one 
of  them,  as  they  were  so  numerous,  so  various, 
and  scattered  m  such  a  multiplicity  of  uncon- 
nected publications*;  nay,  several  of  them  pub- 
lished under  the  names  of  other  persons,  to 
whom  he  liberally  contributed  from  the  abun- 
dance of  his  mind.  We  must,  therefore,  be 
content  to  discover  them,  partly  from  occa- 
sional information  given  by  nim  to  his  firiends, 
and  partly  firom  internal  evidence.* 

Hk  first  perfi>rmaDce  in  the  Gentleman*8  Ma- 
gazine, which  fi)r  many  years  was  his  principal 
source  of  employment  and  support,  was  a  copy 
of  Latin  verses,  in  March,  1738,  addressed  to 
the  editor  in  so  happy  a  style  of  compliment, 
that  Cave  must  have  been  destitute  both  of 
taste  and  sensibility,  had  he  not  felt  himself 
highly  gratified.' 


Ad  UaBANDM.* 

Uebake,  millis  fesse  laboribus 

Ubjulkk,  nullis  vide  calumniis, 

Cui  fronte  sertum  in  erudite 

Perpetuo  viret  et  vircbit ; 

Quid  nioliatur  gens  imitantium, 
Quid  et  minetur,  solicit  us  parum, 
Vacate  solis  perge  Musis, 
Juxta  onimo  studiisque  felix. 

Linguflp  procacis  plumbea  spicula, 
Fidcns,  superbo  frange  silentio ; 
Victrix  per  obstantes  catervas 
Sedulitas  animosa  tendet. 

Intende  ner?oa,  fbitis,  iiumibiis 
Riaurus  olim  niaibtw  aemuli ; 
Intende  jam  nerves,  habebis 
Participes  oper«  Camoenas. 

Non  uUa  Musis  pagina  gratior, 
Quam  que  sevens  Tudiera  jungere 
Novit,   fiitigatamque  nugis 
Utilibua  recreate  mentem. 


1 


•***ii 


««M.lMt. 


'fvlahaH 


la  idwttt  to  IM  careflilly  restored. 

of  mjr  lurraitive,  I  enomerate  his 
that  mf  readers  >hatl  not  be  left 
eartalBty  and  ooqfeoture,  with 


tMard  to  their  autbentldtj,  and  for  that  purpose  shall  mark 
with  an  aiUH$ki*)  tfaoie  which  he  acknowled^  to  his 
friendi,  and  with  a  daner(f)  those  which  are  ascertained  to 
be  his  by  internal  eriaence.  When  anj  other  pieces  are 
ascribed  to  him  1  shall  give  rajr  reasons.  —  Boswbix. 

s  Taste  and  sensitillity  were  very  certainly  not  the  distln- 
fflilshing  qualhles  of  Care ;  but  was  this  ode,  indeed,  "a 
noftny  if^le  <ff  eompUmmtf"  Are  "/hmte  tertum  As  erU' 
dt'ta  '^  -. "  Linfgtue  jdumbfa  tjOeuUt "  •>.  VietH*  per  obttantei 
eatervat  ** ~~  Lycoria  and  IriM—Vtw  r«««— .the  HoUt — and 
the  rar'fiAoir  —  In  any  way  apnropriate  to  the  printer  of  St. 
John's  Gate,  hli  magasine,  or  his  antagonists  ?  How  Johnton 
would  in  later  life  have  derided,  in  atuther,  such  misapplied 
pedantry!  Mr.  Murphy  surmises  that  "this  ode  may  hare 
been  suggeited  to  the  mind  of  Johnson,  who  had  meditated 
a  history  of  the  modem  I^tin  poets  (see  atUSt  p.  St.),  by 
Caslmlr*s  ode  to  Pope  Urban,. 

*  Urbane  regnm  OMxIme,  maxinie 
Urbane  vatmn.*  ** —Caoan. 
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Texcntc  nymphU  sertA  Lycoride^ 
Rosae  ruborem  sic  viola  Mijuvat 
Immista,  f^ic  Iris  rcfulj^et 

iEthercis  variata  fucis.'  S.  J. 

It  appears  that  he  was  now  enlisted  bj  Mr. 
Cave  as  a  regular  coadjutor  in  his  maffazine, 
bj  which  he  probably  obtained  a  tolerable 
livelihood.  At  what  time,  or  by  what  means, 
he  had  acquired  a  competent  knowledge  both 
of  French  and  Italian,  I  do  not  know ' ;  but 
he  was  so  well  skilled  in  them,  as  to  be  suf- 
ficiently qualified  for  a  translator.  That  port 
of  his  lalx>ur  which  consisted  in  emendation 
and  improvement  of  the  productions  of  other 
contributors,  like  that  employed  in  levelling 
ground,  can  be  i>erceived  only  by  those  who 
had  an  opportunity  of  comparing  the  original 
with  the  altered  copy.  What  we  certainly 
know  to  have  been  aone  by  him  in  this  way 
was  the  debates  in  both  houses  of  ParliaVnent, 
under  the  name  of  ^  The  Senate  of  Lilliput,'*' 
sometimes  with  feigned  denominations  of  the 
several  speakers,  sometimes  with  denominations 
formed  of  the  letters  of  their  real  names,  in 
the  manner  of  what  is  called  anagram,  so  that 
they  might  easily  be  deciphered.  Parliament 
then  kept  the  press  in  a  kind  of  mysterious 
awe,  which  made  it  necessary  to  nave  re- 
course to  such  devices.  In  our  time  it  has 
acquired  an  unrestrained  freedom,  so  that  the 
people  in  all  parts  of  the  kingdom  have  a  fair, 
open,  and  exact  report  of  tlie  actual  proceed- 
ings of  their  representatives  and  legislators, 
which  in  our  constitution  is  highly  to  be  valued; 
though,  unquestionably,  there  has  of  late  been 
too  much  reason  to  complain  of  the  petulance 
with  which  obscure  scribblers  have  presumed 
to  treat  men  of  the  most  respectable  character 
and  situation. 

This  important  article  of  the  Gentleman's 
Magazine  was,  for  several  years,  executed  by 
Mr.  William  Guthrie,  a  man  who  deserves  to 


I  A  trtiatlallon  of  fhli  Ode,  bjr  an  trnknovn  eoiTr«pond<»DC, 
appcarrd  io  the  Mmgasioe  for  ib«  monUi  of  May  follow  iof. 

**  lUU.  Urban  t  lnd«faUgabU  maB/**c  kc Boiwux. 

The  following  tmntUtion,  attributed  br  Mr.  NIcholf  to 
Mr.  Jarkvtn  (»f  Cantertnirj,  b  IrM  vapid  tnan  that  quot'>d  bj 
Boavell,  and  appcarod  In  the  jear  of  Jobnson'tdeath,  Ub4 :  — 

••  Urhar,  whom  nelth^  toll  profoond 

Fatifrure,  nor  c«lumnl<^  o'erthrow ;.. 
The  wreath,  thjr  learned  browt  around, 
btiU  grow*,  and  will  Tor  ever  frow. 

Of  Healf  let  no  rarei  Infeft, 

Of  what  ther  thr«*ati»n  or  prepare; 
Ble«t  in  thjteit.  thy  projr^rts  ble«t, 

Thf  hours  »tlll  let  the  rouiei  share. 

The  leaHen  •hnft*  which  folly  tbnivi, 

III  »ilrnt  digtiitf  d*'*|it*p  : 
SnjMTior  u>r  •  pp*  tlnn  foes. 
Tit  J  rlgurou*  thligciice  shall  riiew 

Kx*»rt  thy  rtrrnk'th.  each  »aln  rt«'*l^n, 

Farh  riv  \\  toifn  th.tlt  th  >u  dtulAin  ; 
AH»»*.  fi>r  MX- 1»,)  (t«k  to  J   Iti. 

Approach  the  in.iu*i'  fav'nng  train. 

How  $(fMr(u\  to  eA»  h  niu^  th«»  fuire. 

V%li  re  ,;r«»#i  »uh  *ir  ^hU)  tht  luos  are  Join  *d ; 
An*i  iiti-ful  i«iiti<-«  <*nctrff. 

Aiui  fccrcale  iU«  «i^.M\i  miud 


be  respectably  recorded  in  the  literary  annals 
of  this  country.  lie  was  descended  of  an 
ancient  &mily  m  Scotland ;  but  having  a  small 
patrimony,  and  being  an  adherent  of  the  un- 
fortunate house  of  Stuart,  he  could  not  accept 
of  any  office  in  the  State ;  he  therefore  cauie 
to  London,  and  employed  his  talents  and 
learning  as  an  **  author  by  profcs.>iion.*'  His 
writings  in  history,  criticism,  and  politics, 
had  considerable  merit.^  Ue  was  the  first 
English  historian  who  had  recourse  to  that 
authentic  source  of  information,  the  Parlia- 
mentary Journals ;  and  such  was  the  power  of 
his  political   pen,  that,  at  an  early  period, 

fovcmment  thought  it  worth  their  wnile  to 
eep  it  quiet  by  a  pension',  which  he  enjoyed 
till  nia  death.    Johnson  esteemed  him  enough 
to  wish  that  his  life  should  be  written.    The 
debates  in  Parliament,  which  were  brought 
home  and  digested  by  Guthrie,  whose  memory, 
though  surpassed  by  others  who  have  since 
followed  him  in  the  same  department,  was  yet 
very  auick  and  tenacious,  were  sent  by  Cave 
to  Johnson  for  his  revision ;  and,  after  some 
time,  when   Guthrie  had  attained  to  greater 
variety  of  employment,  and  the  speeches  were 
more  and  more  enriched  by  the  accession  of 
Johnflon*s  genius,  it  was  resolve^l  that  he  should 
do  the  whole  himself,  from  the  scanty  notes 
furnished  by  persons  employed  to  attend  in 
both  houses  of  Parliament.     Sometimes,  how- 
ever, as  he  himself  told  me,  he  had  nothing 
more  communicated  to  him  than  the  nami's  of 
the  several  speakers,  and  the  part  which  they 
had  taken  in  the  debate. 


CHAPTER  VI. 
1738—1741. 


**  LomdoH,  a   Poem," — Leittn  to    Cart,  —  EnJett- 
vernn  to  obtain  the  DeprteofM.  A,  — .  Ri 


Tlios  the  pale  riolet  to  the  rose 

Adds  heauty  'midit  the  irarland**  dret  I 

And  thus  the  rh.inKelul  rainbow  throws 
Its  faried  splendours  o'er  th«  akie*.** CnoKr*. 

*  French  It  seems  early,  as  he  translated  LoImi  m  I7:\3; 
bat  he  rerUlnly  iierer  iUtalnrd  eise  and  flurnry  In  sproAme 
that  lanfruairr.  We  see  bj  his  rommunlcatlon  with  G»  tj  'd 
Paoll  ( lOlA  Oct.  1709).  and  by  a  letter  to  a  French  lady,  r  »< 
sindrr  So9.  177»),  —  If  lndt>ed  these  specttnens  w^t*  nut  «-l»- 
bornted  beforehand,  —  that  he  could  write  It  frtM'W.  A» 'o 
It<ilian  wehavejutt  seen  (p.  »  )  that  h*  propoftf>d  totrar'o*  .Je 
Fathrr  Paul  from  the  oit»rtndl,  and  in  a  Irttrr  to  C^atr.  i.n. 
dated,  but  prior  to  1744.  he  care  an  nptnton  on  son  r  I:  \.i.i 
production,  lilt  attention  had.  probAbiy,  born  dir«>ct<\l  t  > 
UmI  language  by  the  rulume  of  Petrarch  otcaiiuticd  anu 

p.  12.  —  ChOKKB 

»  They  appeared  under  this  title,  for  th»  flrst  time  In  J-:  • 
1738;  but  as  to  JohnMxi's  share  u»  tbem,  we  aktaXl  m«  u^v.*. 
presently — CaoKia. 

*  How  much  po.try  he  wrote  I  know  not  \  Init  he  In'ofTr-  ! 
me  that  he«a<  ihr  Authnr  of  the  tM'Autiful  little  pirte  *  I  )• 
Eagle  and  Rol««n  H.  tlbri-^st,"  Jn  the  rolU-cii.»rt  «>(  r  -  « 
entitled,  "  The  I  iiintj."  thmiKh  it  U  ih»Te  »«U1  to  \yr  »  r  -i 
br  Alexandfr  Sfi>ti,  iM-forr  th<  \x\\r  ir» ->  _  |'o-»»%ii  \\ 
P.  i'unnUifh  iro  \\\\  se**  i  \  l<  tt«  r  oi  Jot  WArtoit  »,  u  h  ti  .•  •  •<« 
th«t  thU  p<H'm  H.u  wrtifn  li)i  i.u  Ur(»thf.r  I'oui  who 
the  Viilumr.   .<'■<>«!  a    'Hi*; 

*  Sfr.  In  I)'l>r.i<lis  Cm/.i  *tli<%  o*  Muths  rg,  ^ol.  I.  p 
Irlt«T  f'oin  Gu'lirlf  t>  thi'  in  iiu:«»r,  dttrd  Ju>  e  5 
it.tttni;  th.tt  Jk  pi.OitM  .if  .•*<•/  A-\»  ^r  ha<l  Im  <  n  '*  r  - 
and  qit.irtrrlv  "  t.iiilt,|.)  i-\rr  *ln  r  tUr»  xi-.^r  174-.  .-  ," 
»iU  bout  *i  Buxiiiti,  Ui  17ui,  ADil  ilud  tti  17; o. I'u-k. 
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hf  Fope  to  Ufrd  Gamer.  —  HU  LordMhip^t  LeUer 
M  k'u  hdujif.  —  BeginM  a  TrtnuXation  of  Father 
Tkati  Hietmj.  —  PMUkeM  <«  A  Vindieatum  of  the 
UeeMMn  of  the  Stage  "  —  and  **■  Marmor  Norfoi- 
eiaue,"  —  Bope'e  Note  to  Rithardaon  eomoenUng 
lum.  —  CharaeieriMtie  Anecdotes.  —  Ruriiameniary 
Ddiatea, 

Thts  was  Johnson  employed  during  some  of 
the  best  years  of  liis  life,  as  a  mere  literary 
kboorer  '*for  gain,  not  glory,"  solely  to  obtain 
ID  hoDest  support.  He,  however,  indulged 
lumsclf  in  occasional  little  sallies,  which  the 
Freoeh  so  happily  express  by  the  term  jeux 
iuprit,  and  whidi  will  be  noticed  in  their 
order,  in  Ha^  progress  of  this  work. 

Bat  what  fint  displayed  his  transcendent 
powen^  and  **gaTe  the  world  assurance  of  the 
man,"  was  his  **  London,  a  Poem,  in  imitation 
of  the  third  Satire  of  Juvenal ;  *'  which  came 
oat  in  May  this  year,  and  burst  forth  with  a 
^lendour,  the  rays  of  which  will  for  ever 
eadrde  lua  name.  Boilcau  had  imitated  the 
same  satire  with  great  success,  applying  it  to 
Paris;  but  an  attentive  comparison  will  satisfy 
ereiT  reader,  that  he  is  much  excelled  by  the 
English  Juvenal.^  Oldham  had  also  imitated 
'%  and  ^plied  it  to  London ;  all  which  per- 
formances concur  to  prove,  that  great  cities, 
in  erery  age,  azid  in  every  country,  will  fur- 
nish similar  topics  of  satire.  Whether  Johnson 
bad  previously  Tead  01dham*8  imitation  I  do 
not  know;  but  it  is  not  a  little  remarkable, 
that  there  is  scarcely  any  coincidence  found 
between  the  two  performances,  though  upon 
the  Tery  same  suoject.  The  only  instances 
are,  m  describing  London  as  the  sink  of  foreign 
worthlessness :  — 

^._  *'  the  eomnum  ehore, 
Wheie  France  does  all  her  filth  and  ordure  pour." 

Oldham. 


The 


ehort  of  Paris  and  of  Rome." 

JOBHSOX. 


And, 


If 


**  No  calling  or  profesuon  comes  amiss, 
A  needy  monsieur  can  be  what  he  please. 

Ou>HAX. 

"  AH  scicmces  a  fasting  monsieur  knows.** 

JOBKSOK. 

The  particnlars  which  Oldham  has  collected, 
1^  as  exhibiting  the  horrors  of  London,  and 
^  the  times,  contrasted  with  better  days,  are 
<iiflerent  from  those  of  Johnson,  and  in  general 
vdl  chosen,  and  well  expressed.* 


1  It  b  hard] J  fiiir  to  compare  the  poems  In  this  antagonist 
nf:  Boileaa's  waa  a  m«re  badinage^  complaining  of,  or 
nsafr  laaghing  at,  tbe  personet  dangers  and  incooveniencet 
of  Faris,  Johntoo's  main  ol^oet.  Ilka  Juvonal's,  was  to 
^rise  grardj  the  moral  depravity  of  an  OTergrown  city.— 


'  I  own  It  pleaaed  mo  to  Ond  amongst  them  one  trait  of 
fte  wiinain  of  the  a^  In  London,  la  the  last  centory ,  to 


There  are  in  01dham*s  imitation,  many  pro- 
saic verses  and  bad  rhymes,  and  his  poem  sets 
out  with  a  strange  inadvertent  blunder : — 

**  Though  much  conceni*d  to  Itane  my  old  dear 
friend, 
I  must,  however.  Am  design  commend 
Of  fixing  in  the  country.** 

It  is  plain  he  was  not  going  to  leave  his 
friend;  nis  friend  was  going  to  leave  Atm.  A 
young  lady  at  once  corrected  this  with  good 
critical  sagacity,  to 

"  Though  much   conoem*d  to  has  my  old  dear 
friend.** 

There  is  one  passage  in  the  original  better 
transfused  by  Oldham  than  by  Jolmson : — 

"  iVt/  hiAet  infdix  paupertat  durius  in  ss^ 
Qu&m  quod  ridicMhs  homines  facit — " 

which  is  an  exquisite  remark  on  the  galling 
meanness  and  contempt  axmexed  to  poverty. 
Johnson*s  imitation  is, — 

**  Of  all  the  griefr  that  harass  the  distrest. 
Sure  the  most  bitter  b  a  scornful  jest** 

Oldham^s,  though  less  elegant,  is  more  just, — 

**  Nothing  in  poverty  so  ill  is  borne. 
As  its  exposing  men  to  grinning  scorn.** 

Where  or  in  what  manner  this  poem  was 
composed,  I  am  sorry  that  I  neglected  to 
ascertain  with  precision  from  Johnson^s  own 
authority.  He  has  marked  upon  his  corrected 
copy  of  the  first  edition  of  it,  **  Written  in 
1738  ;**  and,  as  it  was  published  in  the  month 
of  May  in  that  year,  it  is  evident  that  much 
time  was  not  employed  in  preparing  it  for  the 
press.  The  history  of  its  publication  I  am 
enabled  to  give  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner; 
and  ludging  from  myself,  and  many  of  my 
friends,  I  trust  that  it  will  not  be  uninteresting 
to  mv  readers. 

We  may  be  cert^n,  though  it  is  not  expressly 
named  in  the  following  letters  to  Mr.  Cave,  in 
1738,  that  they  all  relate  to  it :  — 

JOHNSON  TO  CAVE.     # 

**  Castle  Street,  Wednesday  Homing.  [March,  1738.] 
«  SiK,  —  When  I  took  the  liberty  of  writing  to 
you  a  few  days  aj^o,  I  did  not  expect  a  repetition 
of  this  same  pleasure  so  soon ;  for  a  pleasure  I  shall 
always  think  it,  to  converse  in  any  manner  with  an 
ingenious  and  candid  man :  but  having  the  enclosed 
poem  in  my  hands  to  dispose  of  for  the  benefit  of 
the  author  (of  whose  abilities  I  shall  say  nothing, 
since  I  send  you  his  performance),  I  believe  I 
could  not  procure  more  advantageous  terms  from 


shield  firom  the  sneer  of  English  rIdlcuK  what  was,  some 
time  ago,  too  common  a  pracUce  In  my  natire  city  of  Edln« 
burgh  t 

**  If  what  l*Te  said  can*t  from  the  town  allHght, 
Consider  other  dangert  ef  the  night: 
When  brickbats  are  from  ujiper  stones  thrown. 
And  empHed  ehomkerpots  eame  pomring  down 
From  garret  windoms.**  —  Boswau. 

D 
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may  person  than  from  you,  who  have  so  much  dis- 
dnguLshed  yourself  by  your  generous  encourage- 
ment of  poetry ;  and  whose  Judgment  of  that  art 
nothing  but  your  comraendstion  of  my  trifle '  can 
give  me  any  occasion  to  call  in  question.  I  do 
not  doubt  but  you  will  look  over  this  poem  with 
another  eye,  and  reward  it  in  a  different  manner 
from  a  mercenary  bookseller,  who  counts  the  lines 
be  is  to  purchase,  and  considers  nothing  but  the 
bulk.  I  cannot  help  taking  notice,  that,  besides 
what  the  author  may  hope  for  on  account  of  his 
abilities,  he  has  likewise  another  claim  to  your 
r^ard,  as  be  lies  at  present  under  very  disadvan- 
tageous circumstances  of  fortune.  I  beg,  therefore, 
tliat  you  will  favour  me  with  a  letter  to-morrow, 
that  I  may  know  what  you  can  afford  to  allow  him, 
that  he  may  either  part  with  it  to  you,  or  find  out 
(which  I  do  not  expect)  some  other  way  more  to 
his  satisfaction. 

"  I  have  only  to  add,  that  as  I  am  sensible  I  have 
transcribed  it  Tery  coanely,  which,  after  having 
altered  it,  I  was  obliged  to  do,  I  will,  if  you  please 
to  transmit  the  sheets  from  the  press,  correct  it  for 
you ;  and  take  the  trouble  of  altering  any  stroke 
of  satire  which  you  may  dislike. 

**  By  exerting  on  this  occasion  your  usual  gene- 
rosity, you  will  not  only  encourage  learning,  and 
relieve  distreas,  but  (though  it  be  in  comparison 
of  the  other  motives  of  very  small  account)  oblige, 
in  a  very  sensible  manner,  Sir,  your  very  humble 
servant.  **Sau.  Johmson." 


JOHNSON  TO  CAVE. 

"  Monday,  Ko.  6.  Cattle  Street.  [March.  1738.] 

**  Sib,  —  I  am  to  return  you  thanks  for  the  pre- 
sent '  you  were  so  kind  as  to  send  by  me,  and  to 
entreat  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  inform  me,  by 
the  penny-post,  whether  you  resolve  to  print  the 
poem.  If  you  plecse  to  send  it  me  by  the  post, 
with  a  note  to  IJodsley,  I  wilt  go  and  read  the  Unea 
to  him,  that  we  may  have  his  consent  to  put  his 
name  in  the  title-page.  As  to  the  printing,  if  it 
can  be  set  immediately  about,  I  will  be  so  much 
the  author's  friend,  as  not  to  content  myself  with 
mere  solicitations  in  his  favour.  I  propose,  if  my 
ealeulation  be  near  the  truth,  to  engage  for  the 
reimbursement  of  all  that  you  shall  lose  by  an  im- 
pression of  five  hundred  *,  provided,  as  you  very 
generouAy  propose,  that  the  profit,  if  any,  be  set 
aaide  for  the  author's  use,  excepting  the  present 
you  made,  which,  if  he  be  a  gainer,  it  is  fit  he 
should  repay.  I  beg  that  you  will  let  one  of  your 
aervants  write  an  exact  aocount  of  the  expcnae  of 
such  an  impreanon,  and  send  it  with  the  poem, 
that  I  may  know  what  I  engage  for.     I  am  very 


1  Ko  doubt  the  Ode  '*  Ad  Vrbtmum,**  the  mibllcadon  ot 
wh!eh.  In  March  1738,  and  that  of  Lomdm  In  Majr.  As  the 
date  or  tbli  and  the  fnllowing  Interetting  letters.  —  Csokbb. 

s  Though  Cave  heiluted  about  priiiting  the  poem,  be 
■eema  to  have  relieved  the  preiilng  wanta  of  the  author  by  a 
preteni.  —  Cioata. 

*  A  poem.  Dublfabed  in  1717,  or  which  see  aa  aeeoiiBt.jMif, 
under  April  30. 1773 Boswtifc. 

«  The  learned  Mrt.  Blliabcth  Carter.  ThU  lady,  of  whom 
fVequent  nention  wlU  be  found  In  these  Memoirs,  was 
dauKhter  of  Nicholas  Carter.  D.  D.  She  [was  bom  at  Deal 
ta  1717.  and]  died.  In  Clarfcs  Street.  Fehraarj  19. 1806.  in 

**?'.**^*?*y"°*".**'  /•"•  —  "*"»•«•      Her  early  acquaintance 
with  Johnson  Is  t&os  nociced  by  ksr  ospbsw  sad  Uor«pher : 


) 


I 

sensible,  from  your  generosi^  on  this  oocasioo,  o(   i 
your  regard  to  learning,  even   in  its  unhiry  *est 
state;  and  cannot  but  tliink  such  a  temper  de-    ! 
serving  of  the  gratitude  of  those  who  suffer  bo  often 
from  a  contrary  disposition.     1  am,  Sir,  your  moit    I 
humble  servant,  **  Sam.  Johvsov.** 

JOHNSON  TO  CAVE.  j 

[April,  1738.]  I 
'*  Sia,  —  I  waited  on  you  to  take  the  copy  to 
Dodsley*s:  as  I  remember  the  number  of  lines 
which  it  contains,  it  will  be  no  longer  than  Euge  • 
nio  ',  with  the  quotations,  which  must  be  subjoined 
at  the  bottom  of  the  page ;  part  of  the  beauty  of 
the  performance  (if  any  beauty  be  allowed  it) 
coiuisting  in  adapting  Juvenal^s  sentiments  to 
modern  facts  and  persons.  It  will,  with  those  ad- 
ditions, Tery  conveniently  make  five  sheets.  And 
since  the  eipenae  will  be  no  more,  I  shall  con- 
tentedly insure  it,  aa  I  mentioned  in  my  last  If 
it  be  not  therefore  gone  to  Dodsley's,  I  beg  it  may 
be  sent  me  by  the  penny-post,  that  I  may  have  it 
in  the  evening.  I  have  composed  a  Greek  epi- 
gram to  £lisa  *,  and  think  she  ought  to  l)e  cele- 
brated in  as  many  different  languages  as  Lewis  le 
Grand.  Pray  send  me  word  when  you  will  begin  I 
upon  the  poem,  for  it  is  a  long  way  to  walk.  I  ! 
would  leave  my  Epigram,  but  have  not  daylight  • 
to  transcribe  it.     I  am,  Sir,  yours,  &c. 

**  Sam.  JoaifsoN." 

JOHNSON  TO  CAVE. 

[April,  173S.]         ' 
*<  Sia,  —  I  am  extremely  obliged  by  your  kind     , 
letter,  and  will  not  fail  to  attend  you  to-morrow 
with  Irene,  who  looks  upon  you  as  one  of  her  best 
friends. 

"  I  was  to-day  with  Mr.  Dodsley,  who  declares 
very  warmly  in  favour  of  the  paper  you  sent  him, 
which  he  desires  to  have  a  share  in,  it  being,  aa  he 
says,  a  creditahU  thing  to  be  concerned  in.  I  knew 
not  what  answer  to  make  till  I  had  consulted  you, 
nor  what  to  demand  on  the  author's  part ;  but  am 
very  willing  that,  if  you  please,  he  should  have  a 
part  in  it,  as  he  will  undoubtedly  be  more  diligent 
to  disperse  and  promote  it.  If  you  can  acnd  me 
word  to*morrow  what  I  shall  say  to  him,  I  will 
settle  matters,  and  bring  the  poem  with  nse  for  the 
press,  which,  as  the  town  empties,  we  cannot  be 
too  quick  with.     I  am.  Sir,  yours,  &c. 

*'  Sam.  Johnson.** 

To  U8  who  haye  long  known  the  mani j  force, 
bold  spirit,  and  masterly  versification  of  this 
poem,  It  is  a  matter  of  curiosity  to  observe  the 
diffidence  with  which  its  aumor  brought  it 
forward  into  public  notice,  while  he  is  so  cau- 
tious as  not  to  avow  it  to  be  his  own  produc- 


**  Mr.  Cave  wm  the  mesnt  of  Introdacing  her  to  many  authors 
and  tcholara  of  note ;  smonf  those  w*  Dr.  Johnson.     Thi« 
wai  early  in  hit  life,  and  hit  name  was  then  but  twinning  to 
be  known,  having  Just  pnblUhed  his  celebrated  Imttatlon  of 
the  Third  Satire  of  Juvenal,  onder  the  name  of  Lomdom . 
Neither  tbU  work  nor  hi*  general  character  were  m»  yot 
Biuch  known  in  the  country;  for  Dr.  Curler,  in  a  letter  to  bU 
daughter,  dated  June  S5. 1738,  lars :  *  Tou  meation  Johnsofo  ; 
bat  that  ii  a  name  with  which  1  am  utterly  anaeqiiatnte<l. 
Neither  hia  scholaattc,  critical,  nor  pocUesI  character  erer 
reached  mj  ears.  I  a  little  tuipect  hit  JedgSMBt,  ffh^im  verv 
fond  of  Martial,'     Their  friendship  coatloued  aa  loow   aa 

Johnson  lived.**   Pnmtagfon't  L^  ^  Mn,  Cmltr,  pw  89 

CaoKaa. 
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tkn;  ind  with  what  humility  he  offers  to  allow 
the  printer  to  **  alter  an  j  stroke  of  satire  which 
}»  migiit  dislike.**  That  any  such  alteration 
wts  flude,  we  do  not  know.  If  we  did,  we 
coold  not  but  feel  an  indignant  regret ;  but 
bov  painiiil  is  it  to  see  that  a  writer  of  such 
ri^wm  powers  of  mind  was  actually  in  such 
(ii<n9B,  Uuit  the  small  profit  which  so  short 
1  poen,  however  ezcdlent,  could  yield,  was 
'  ««rtedasa**rcli€fr 

,  It  his  been  generally  siud,  I  know  not  with 
wkt  troth,  that  Johnson  offered  his  *'  London  " 
U)  several  booksellers,  none  of  whom  would 
Purchase  it.  To  this  circumstance  Mr.  Der- 
rick '  alludes  in  the  following  lines  of  his  ^^  For- 
I  tone,  a  Rhapsody:"  — 

"  W31  DO  kind  patron  Johaaon  own  ? 
ShaJl  Johoaon  friendless  range  tbetown  ? 
And  etery  publisher  refuse 
The  oflapring  of  his  happy  muse  ?  ** 

Bat  we  ha^e  seen  that  the  worthy,  modest,  and 
BgaioQs  Mr.  Robert  Dodsley  '  had  taste  enough 
to  perceiTe  its  uncommon  merit,  and  thought 
it  creditable  to  have  a  share  in  it.  The  fact  is, 
dtUr  at  a  future  conference,  he  bargained  for 
the  whole  property  of  it,  for  which  he  ^ve 
Jdmsoo  ten  guineas,  who  told  me,  ^  I  might, 
P«iapB,  liaTe  accepted  of  less ;  but  that  raul 
•  Whitehead  had  a  bttle  before  got  ten  guineas 
lor  a  poem,  and  I  would  not  take  less  than 
.  ?.  J  TVlutehead." 

1  may  here  observe,  that  Johnson  appeared 

'  to  j^  to  uu^rralue  Paul  Whitehead  upon 

I  ^•-ry  oocaaion  when  he  was  mentioned,  and, 

,  ■£  my  opinion,  did  not  do  him  justice ;  but 

•liti  it  t$  considered  that  Paul  Whitehead  was 

Aaember  of  a  riotous  and  profane  club  ^  we 


Dcrrirli,  a  native  of  Ireland,  was  borD  In  1724. 
pprndecd  to  a  lln«o>draper,  but  abandoned  that 
"ft.  Ibr  the  Mage,  where  be  sooa  failed,  and  then  for 
flf  IfCeralare.  In  which  he  is  forgotten.  Johnvoa 
kmdaeae  "  for  him,  and  he  was  Boswell's  **  first 


«  dke  way*  of  Loodoo.*'  In  176),  he  succeeded  Beau 
^'  ■■  wasler  of  the  eeremoQies  at  Bath,  but  bis  extra- 
*«  **v  nd  IrrtvaJasitles  alwajs  kept  him  poor.  He  died 
'  >l  — CaoKca. 

*  k^Afft  Dodsley  was  bom  in  1703.  He  had  been  a  liverf. 
""^tac,  bi«  wrda  socnc  poems  and  plajrs,  and  became  an 
'     -«  bookseller    and   publisher.      He  died  in  1764 

'  *'^-  AalrrMB  hnaglned  that  the  Hub  alluded  to  In  the 
';**  «ti  *  tte  Bt^  SttMk  Ciubj  held  in  Covent  Garden 

"■^^f*,  and  ronsletiof  of  an  beteroaeneous  mixture  of 
"''^  poet*,  and  wUfera,  **  —  he  mlf bt  have  added,  pn'neet. 
'  '  "«■§  J  iTial  claib,  which  ttill  exists,  bf  no  means  deserves 
' '  ^Kwartor  gtwo  in  the  teat,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt 

'  Ki«eeB  meaai  a  diseolute  and  bla«phemous  association 

•'  « faAd  iu«!tf  the  Hanks  ef  Medenkam  Abbev^ot  which 

L"t  U   Owpmer,  Wilkes,   and   this   Paul  Vhltehead 

*"■  bsdtaf  lewiAne.  Whiuhead  died  in  1774,  bcqueathine 

'wt  to  feu  paaroo.  Lord  he  Despcocer,  who  depositee! 

•  •  w-wmaimmm  la  bit  garden,  at   High  Wycombe. — 

f  ^^  p»tasod  and  MS.  catalogues  of  the  British  Museum 
"*'  '^  ^  to  strja^el  J  attributed  to  WOUam  Whitehead.  — 

•  sea 

f  w 


>.  K..  teDs  us,  ■*  The  event  (Savage*! 
-f  I  m  tmh  iffrtril  In  the  poem  of  *  London ;  *  but  in 
*^  MTtrvlar.  exeept  the  dlflbrcnce  of  a  year,  what  Is  there 
' ■  *' vNe  Arwrnsre  of  Tlelrs  must  be  understood  of  Sa- 
^  m4  kttikM  oyoB  as  frwr  kUtory.**  This  conjecture  Is, 
eottrelf  sroaadless.  1  have  been  assured  that 
M  he  waa  not  so  amch  as  aoanainted  with  Savage 
iTota  hie  "  London.**  If  the  departure  mentioned 
«  eMi^^i.ii ■  of  Savaff,  the  event  was  not  antodfllgd 


majr  account  for  Johnson's  having  a  prejudice 
a^inst  him.  Paul  Whitehead  was,  indeed,  un- 
fortunate in  being  not  only  slighted  by  John- 
son, but  Tiolentl^  attacked  by  Churchill,  who 
utters  the  foUowwg  imprecation :  — 

**  May  I  (can  worse  disgrace  on  maDhood  fall  ?) 
Be  bom  a  Whitehead,  and  baptized  a  Paul !  ** 

yet  I  shall  never  be  persuaded  to  think  meanly 
of  the  author  of  so  brilliant  and  pointed  a  satire 
as  "  Manners.*'  ^ 

Johnson's  ^  London  '*  was  published  in  May, 
1738  ^ ;  and  it  is  remarkable,  that  it  came  out 
on  the  same  morning  with  Pope's  satire,  en- 
titled ^'  1788:'*  so  that  England  had  at  once 
its  Jurenal  and  Horace  as  poetical  monitors. 
The  Rev.  Dr.  Douglas  *,  now  Bishop  of  Salis- 
bury, to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  some  obligii^ 
communications,  was  then  a  student  at  Oxton^ 
and  remembers  well  the  effect  which  ^  London  ** 
produced.  Every  body  was  delighted  with  it; 
and  there  being  no  name  to  it,  the  first  buzz 
of  the  literary  circles  was,.  **Here  is  an  un- 
known poet,  greater  even  than  Pope.**  And  it 
is  recorded  in  the  ^  Gentleman's  Magazine**  of 
that  year,  p.  269.,  that  it  ^*  got  to  Uie  second 
edition  in  the  course  of  a  week.** 

One  of  the  warmest  patrons  of  this  poem  on 
its  first  appearance  was  General  Oglethorpe, 
whose  '^  strong  benevolence  of  soul  was  un- 
abated during  the  course  of  a  very  long  life ; 
though  it  is  punful  to  think,  that  he  haid  but 
too  much  reason  to  become  cold  and  callous, 
and  discontented  with  the  world,  from  the 
nefflect  which  he  experienced  of  his  public  and 
private  worth,  bv  those  in  whose  power  it  waa 
to  gratify  so  gallant  a  veteran  with  marks  of 
distmction.''    This  extraordinary  person  waa  as 


but  Jore$e€n  ;  for  London  was  published  lo  M17, 1788,  and 
Savage  did  not  spt  out  for  Wales  till  July,  1739,  However 
well  Johnson  could  defend  the  credibility  of  $eaond  ngkt, 
[jNMf,  M  Mar.  1775,]  he  did  not  pretend  tnat  he  himself  waa 
possessed  of  that  faculty.  —  Boswkll.  Notwithstanding  these 
proofs,  the  identity  of  Savage  and  TJhiirs  has  been  repeated 
by  all  the  biographers,  and  has  obtained  general  vogue.  Itia 
therefore  worth  while  to  add  the  dedsiva  ftet,  that  If  TJUiles 
had  been  Savage,  Johnson  could  never  have  admitted  into  bis 
poem  two  lines  that  point  so  forcibly  at  the  drunken  Aray,  in 
which  Savage  stabbed  a  Mr.  Sinclair,  for  which  he  was  con- 
victed of  murder :  — 

**  Bone  frolic  drmmkard^  reeling  flrora  a  feast, 
PromokcM  a  broil»  and  tiaU  you  la  a  Jest.'* 
Mr.  Murphy  endaavoars  to  reconcile  the  dllBculties  bv  sup- 
peeing  that  Savage's  retirement  waa  in  contemplatton 
eighteen  months  before  it  was  carried  into  effect :  bat  even 
if  this  were  true  (which  is  very  improbable),  it  would  not 
alter  the  faeit  —  that  London  was  written  before  Johnson 
knew  Savage ;  and  that  one  of  the  severest  strokes  in  the 
satire  touched  Savage's  sorest  point.  —  CaoKia. 

•  Dr.  John  Donglas  was  a  Scotchman  by  birth,  but 
educated  at  St  Mary  Hall  and  Balllol  College,  Oxford,  (M.A. 
1748,  D.D.  1788.)  and  owed  his  first  promoUoiis  to  Lord  Balk 
(to  whose  son  be  had  been  tutor),  and  his  literary  reputatioo 
to  his  detection  of  Lauder.  He  was  made  Bishop  of  Carlisle 
in  17S8,  and  translated  to  Sallsbuiy  in  1791,  In  which  see  ke 
died  In  1807 —  CaoKia. 

r  James  Edward  Oglethorpe,  bom  In  1898,  waa  admitted 
of  C.  C.  C.  Oxford  In  1714 ;  btit  he  soon  after  entered  the 
arror,  and  served  under  Prince  Euaene  against  the  Turlu,  and 
in  after  life  used  to  affect  to  Ulk  sflghtlnf  Iv  of  the  great  Doke 
of  Marlborough.  Hia  activity  in  settling  the  colony  of 
Georgia  obtaHied  for  him  the  Imnortality  of  Pope*s  eele- 
brated  panegyric :  — 

**  One.  driven  by  strong  beaevolenee  of  soul, 
Skail  fly,  like  Oglethorpe,  flrom  pole  to  pole." 
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remarkable  for  liis  learning  and  tasie^  as  for 
his  other  eminent  qualities ;  and  no  man  was 
more  prompt,  active,  and  generous,  in  en- 
couraging merit.  I  have  heard  Johnson  grate- 
full  j  acknowledge,  in  his  presence,  the  kind 
and  effectual  support  which  he  eave  to  his 
^  London,  **  though  unacquainted  with  its 
author. 

Pope,  who  then  filled  the  poetical  throne 
without  a  rival,  it  mapr  reasonablj  be  presumed, 
must  have  been  partxcularlj  struck  by  the  sud- 
den appearance  of  such  a  poet ;  and  to  his  credit 
let  it  DC  remembered,  that  his  feelings  and  con- 
duct on  the  occasion  were  candid  and  liberal. 
He  requested  Mr.  Richardson  \  son  of  the 
painter,  to  endeavour  to  find  out  who  this  new 
author  was.  Mr.  Richardson,  after  some  en- 
quiiy,  having  informed  him  that  he  had  dis- 
covered onlj  that  his  name  was  Johnson,  and 
that  he  was  some  obscure  man.  Pope  said,  ^*  He 
will  soon  be  deterrL*  We  shidl  presently  see, 
from  a  note  written  by  Pope,  that  he  was  him- 
self afterwards  more  successful  in  his  enquiries 
than  his  friend. 

That  in  this  justlj-celebrated  poem  ma^  be 
found  a  few  rhymes  which  the  critical  precision 
of  English  prosody  at  this  day  would  disallow 
cannot  be  aenied ;  but  with  this  small  imper- 
fection, which  in  the  general  blaze  of  its  excel- 
lence is  not  perceiv^  till  the  mind  has  sub- 
sided into  cool  attention,  it  is,  undoubtedly, 
one  of  the  noblest  productions  in  our  language, 
both  for  sentiment  and  expression.  The  nation 
was  then  in  that  ferment  against  the  court  and 
the  ministry,  which  some  years  after  ended  in 
the  downfall  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole ;  and  it 
has  been  said,  that  Tories  are  Whigs  when  out 
of  place,  and  Whigs  Tories  when  in  place ;  so, 
as  a  Whig  administration  ruled  with  what  force 
it  could,  a  Torv  opposition  had  all  the  animation 
and  all  tbe  eloquence  of  resistance  to  power, 
aided  by  the  common  topics  of  patriotism, 
liberty,  and  independence  f  Accordingly,  we 
find  in  Johnson's  **  London  **  the  most  spirited 
invectives  against  tyranny  and  oppression,  the 
warmest  predilection  for  nis  own  country,  and 


lo  1749  he  WM  t>romot«d  to  the  rank  of  Major-General,  tnd 
had  a  ci»fnmMnd  durinf  the  Scotch  Rrbelllnn,  In  thr  course 
of  vltirh  he  wai,  to  Mj  the  \ntt  of  it,  unfortunate.  Though 
•eqiiliied  bjr  a  court  of  ctMiuiry,  he  nercr  was  aftenrai^i 
emplofrd.  He  tat  in  five  or  tix  parliament*,  and  was 
there  ' considered  as  a  hlcN  Tory,  if  not  a  Jacobite:  to 
Uiis  mar.  perhaps,  b«  referred  most  of  the  particulars 
of  hii  historj  — his  dislike  of  the  Duke  of  Marlboroofh 
—■the  praises  of  Pope— his  partiality  towards  Johnson's 
political  poHry  ->  the  suspicioo  of  not  havlnc  done  his  best 
aealnst  the  retiplt  —  and  the  **  neylert  **  of  the  court.  He 
diMl  aoih  June.  I7U.  C.  IS31.  I  find  in  Mr.  Knos's  '^Ertrm- 
^Icini  State  Papen**  Che  following  passaite  on  Ogle- 
tborpe's  military  character:  "Nothing  is  more  easy  than 
for  a  military  commander  at  a  dUunce  mnn  home  to  aoqnire 
a  high  reputation  for  skill  and  valour.  If  he  happens  to  be 
eaonected  with  an  Opposition  who  never  fail  to  puiT  off  his 
flsplotts.  while  the  ministers,  for  their  own  aakes,  are  silent 
«o  his  misconduct -. so  tt  Cared  wttb  Oglethorpe.'*  (Vol.  11. 
p.|lV.)~CBuaia.  la46. 

I  There  wera  three  Rlchardsom  known  at  this  period  In 
tke  literary  world:  1st,  Jonathan  the  eider,  usually  called 
the  Painter,  though  he  was  an  author  as  weli  as  a  painter ; 
iMdIed  la  I7IA.  aged  m-  M.  Jonathan  the  younger,  who  Is 
lUooad  ta  the  temi,  who  also  puntad,  thougk 


the  purest  love  of  virtue ;  interspersed  with  ^ 
traits  of  his  own  particular  cliaracter  and  situ- 
ation, not  omitting  his  prejudices  as  a  ^*  true- 
bom  Englishman/*'  not  only  against  foreign 
countries,  but  against  Ireland  and  Scotland. 
On  some  of  these  topics  I  shall  quote  a  few 
passages :  — 

*'  The  cheated  nation's  happy  fav*rites  see ; 
Mark  whom  the  great  caress,  who  frown  on  me,** 

**  Has  heaven  resenr*d,  in  pity  to  the  poor, 
No  pathless  waste,  or  undiscoeer'd  shore  ? 
No  secret  island  in  the  boundless  main? 
No  peaceful  desert  yet  unclairo*d  by  Spain  ? 
Quick  let  us  rise,  the  happy  seats  explore. 
And  bear  Oppression's  insolence  no  more,** 

**  How,  when  competitors  like  thcM*  contend, 
Can  na-hf  VirtmB  hope  to  find  a  friend  ?  ** 

**  This  mournful  truth  is  every  where  confess'd. 
Slow  aiscs  woaTU,  by  roTSKTV  DEraxss'o  I  * 

We  majr  easily  conceive  with  what  feeling 
a  great  mind  like  his,  cramped  and  galled  by 
narrow  circumstances,  uttered  this  last  line, 
which  he  marked  bv  capitals.  The  whole  of 
the  poem  is  eminently  excellent,  and  there  are 
in  it  such  proofs  of  a  knowledge  of  the  world, 
and  of  a  mature  acauaintance  with  life,  as  can- 
not be  contemplatea  without  wonder,  when  we 
consider  that  he  was  then  only  in  his  twontv- 
ninth  year,  and  had  yet  been  so  little  in  the 
"  busy  haunts  of  men.  ♦ 

Yet  while  we  admire  the  poetical  excel l<*nre 
of  this  poem,  candour  obliges  us  to  allow,  th.it 
the  flame  of  patriotism  and  zeal  for  popular  re- 
sistance with  which  it  is  fraught  had  no  ju>t 
cause.  There  was,  in  truth,  no  "  oppre!«.sion  ;*' 
the  "  nation"  was  not  **  cheated.*^  Sir  Koberi 
Walpole  was  a  wise  and  a  benevolent  mini^UT, 
who  thought  that  the  happiness  and  p^o^IH•^ity 
of  a  commercial  country  like  ours  woul<l  1*0 
best  promoted  by  peace,  which  he  accordingly 
maintained  with  credit,  during  a  vcrv  loit«* 
period.  Johnson  himself  aflerwanls  [^Oci.  21. 
1773]  honestly  acknowledged  the  merit  of  Wal- 
pole, whom  he  called  ^  a  Ixcd  star;**  while  be 


not  at  a  profession,  and  who  published  aeTerm!  works;  he 
died  In  ITil.  aged  77:  Sd.  Samuel,  the  author  of  xt  ••  r*  •-. 
brated  novels  He  was  by  trade  a  printer,  and  had  'hr  ».««4 
sen«e  to  continue,  during  the  height  of  ins  fame,  lus  .«i:<i  l.>  n 
to  hi*  bu«liiess.     Hr  dl<<l  in  1761,  age>d  73 Ciriiiki  a 

'  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  from  the  lafurmAtiun  cf  th«*  t  r>u<- grre 
RichAtdton.  —  Boswell. 

'  It  is,  however,  remarkable,  that  he  %xwr\  the  rp't^'-ts 
which  unii«>ubtedly,  since  the  union  lM«twe«>n  F.nk'l.in  i  ^  1 
Scotlimd.  ought  to  denominate  the  native*  ol  buth  rmiU  at 
our  island :  — 

**  Was  e.irlr  taught  a  Bn'iomU  right  to  priie.**.—  R«  nwiti 

*  What  follows  will  show  that  Boaw^ll  hlmsrlt  wa*  ^ 
opinion  that  "  London  *  was  dictated  rather  hv  y-'tit^-'il 
ferhng.  somewhat  inflamed  bf  the  political  fVvnty  of  iH^ 
times,  than  by  any  "knowledge  of  the  world  itr  s'V 
"mature  arquaintAnre  with  life.'*  It  ia  remarhaMe  t*  ii 
Johti»on,  who  was.  In  all  bis  latter  age,  the  moat  consent  «'•! 
enthusiastic  admirer  of  Loudon,  should  have  tkeitun  I  '^ 
with  this  bitter  and  yet,  on  some  topics,  cotnmon  |.Ln>-  M. 
vertive  againit  It.  The  truth  is,  herared  romparativr-lv  !«  tie 
abotit  the  rral  merits  or  defects  of  the  minister  or  the  inr^r^. 
ptilis.  and  oalf  tbouf  hi  bow  baaC  to  make  his  bo«b  acii  .» 
CaoKaa  " 


ill.  29, 
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clurKtcrised  his  opponent,  Pitt,  as  "  a  meteor.** 
But  Johnsons  juvenile  poem  was  naturally  im- 
pregQtted  with  the  fire  of  opposition,  and  upon 
eroT  iccount  was  uniTersaUj  admired. 

Thoogh  thus  elevated  into  fiune,  and  con- 

snoBJ  of  uncommon  powers,  he  had  not  that 

Miog  confidence,  or,  I  may  rather  say,  that 

lamtd  ambition,  which  one  might  have  sup- 

'  pf^  would  have  nrged  him  to  endeavour  at 

I  minv  in  life.    But  such  was  his  inflexible  dig- 

!  oitj  of  character,  that  he  could  not  stoop  to 

<»ort  die  great ;  without  which,  hardly  any  man 

las  made  nis  way  to  a  high  station.'   He  could 

D'H  expect  to  produce  many  such  works  as  his 

*"  London,"  and  he  felt  the  hardships  of  writing 

for  bread;  he  was  therefore  willing  to  resume 

the  office  of  a  schoolmaster,  so  as  to  nave  a  sure, 

tlioQgh  nuxierate,  income  for  his  life ;  and  an 

offer  being  made  to  him  of  the  mastership  of  a 

^'liooj',  provided  he  could  obtain  the  degree  of 

Master  of  Arts,  Dr.  Adams  was  applied  to,  by 

I  common  friend,  to  know  whether  that  could 

^granted  him  as  a  favour  from  the  University 

<^  Oxford.    But  though  he  had  made  such  a 

%are  in  the  literary  world,  it  was  then  thought 

too  great  a  favour  to  be  asked. 

Pone,  without  any  knowledge  of  him  but 
^his  **  London,**  recommended  him  to  Earl 


'  Ttei  w«Bs  to  be  m  errooeovs  and  miidiieToat  aMeition. 
u  Mf.Boawvll,  bf  *tioifpimgto  court  the  great,*  meant  base 
wr^  aad  vDworthf  eompUancet,  then  it  majr  be  safely 
**vW  thit  MKh  arts  (whaterer  traall  luccetfea  thej  may 
'^'*  M;  tre  not  tboae  by  which  men  have  risen  to  kfgk 
^'^'*i-  Leofc  at  the  Inataaces  of  elevation  to  be  found  In 
■{'  BaiwH'c  ovn  work  •»  Lord  Chatham,  Lord  Mansfield, 
"'  B«ffcr  Mr.  Hamiltoo,  Sir  William  Jones.  Lord  Lough- 
^"'^^^  iMd  Thorlow,  Lord  Stowell.  and  so  many  digni- 
v«  o/the  law  and  the  church,  in  whoae  society  Dr.  Jobn- 
*•>  ^M(d  hb  later  daja  — with  what  can  they  be  charged 
*\o»ouM  have  dfagr»eed  Johnson  ?  BosweU,  it  may  he 
■■iiwtsd.  vtMe  tUft  aadcr  some  little  personal  disappoint- 
^"<  n  hj«  own  eooruhip  of  the  great,  which,  as  we  shall 
^  ***«&  tiaata  hta  narrative.     Johnson's  own  opinions  on 

'7«  P«al  vdi  ha  feond  under  Feh,  1766,  and  S<pi.  1777 

•■■*«. 

'  b  «  bSlcc  wrkten  bf  Mr.  Ftope  In  the  following  year, 
iu  t^mA  (s  said  to  have  been  In  SkropgUret  but  as  it 
Inm  a  letter  from  Bart  Oower,  that  the  trustees  of 
*  seae  worthy  gentlemen  In  Johnson's  neighbour- 
'*'d. '  I  iinir  first  edition  soggested  that  Pope  must  hare, 
T,?*'**.  wrtttea»  Shropahlrc,  instead  of  Staffordshire. 
^  I  "-ait  tiaee  been  obliged  to  Mr.  Spearing,  attomey-at- 
«*  ^  te  Mlowfaig  Infonnatlon :  —  *«  wTuiam  Adams, 

'lefr  dtlaca  and  habenUsher  of  London,  founded  a 
'^  '  «  Newport,  in  tba  oounty  of  Salop,  by  deed  dated 
-«'*  '^  yeveashcr.  1656,  tar  which  he  granted  the  'yearly 
^'a  trf  aatf  potmdt  to  socb  able  and  learned  schoolmaster, 
'  a  tmg  to  rtaie,  being  of  godly  life  and  conversation,  who 
"«i  hate  baea  edacated  at  one  of  the  Universitiea  of 
^^m  Caabvldgc,  and  had  taken  the  degree  of  Master 
<  ^^4.  ni  w«  well  read  fai  the  Greek  and  Lathi  tongues, 
"  ^"iM  bi  aomiaated  from  time  to  time  by  the  said  WiU 
?*  Adnas,  daiteg  hia  Ulb.  and  aAer  the  decease  of  the  said 
*-<aw  AdaaM  by  tba  gwreiuoia  (namely,  the  Master  and 
.  **w  af  (be  Haberdashers'  Company  of  the  city  of 
'^*^^  aad  their  aueoetsors.'  The  manor  and  lands  out 
'  *^rh  cae  nrraniira  for  the  maintenance  of  the  school 


degree  of  Master  of  Arts  being  a 
'  *^  $aib6caKioo  In  the  teacher,  it  seemed  probable  that 
*  •M  tm  MSkoo)  la  coatempUtion ;  and  that  Lord  Gower 
«d  that  the  gentlemen  who  potsessed  the 
aT  wlatk  tha  revenues  iuued,  were  trustees  of  the 

'-<'*«•  the  probable  eeajeeturc    But  In  (he  "  Gentle- 

^  '  lUaaac  **  fur  Mar.  1793.  there  is  a  letter  from  Mr. 

'^-*  of  the  aaater*  of  the  school  of  Appleby,  in 

-^■«»-VT».t«  wbtcb  he  writes  as  follows  :  — 

'"•^       '  •»-"  -~«  citcumstance  together.  In  order  to 


Gower',  who  endeavoured  to  procure  for  him 
a  degree  from  Dublin,  by  the  following  letter  to 
a  Mend  of  Dean  Swift : — 

LORD  GOWER  TO 

"Trentham,  Aug.  1. 1739. 

**  S^^  —  Mr.  Samuel  Johnson  (author  of  Lon- 
don, a  satire,  and  some  other  poetical  pieces,)  is  a 
native  of  this  county,  and  much  respected  by  some 
worthy  gentlemen  in  his  neighbourhood,  who  are 
trustees  of  a  charity-school  now  vacant ;  the  certain 
salary  is  sixy  pounds  a  year,  of  which  they  are 
desirous  to  make  him  master ;  but,  unfortunately, 
he  is  not  capable  of  receiving  their  bounty,  which 
wmld  make  him  happy  for  life,  by  not  being  a 
master  of  ariM  i  which,  by  the  statutes  of  this  school, 
the  master  of  it  must  be. 

**  Now  these  gentlemen  do  me  the  honour  to 
think  that  I  have  interest  enough  in  you,  to  pre- 
vail upon  you  to  write  to  Dean  Swift,  to  persuade 
the  University  of  Dublin  to  send  a  diploma  to  me, 
constituting  this  poor  man  master  of  arts  in  their 
University.  They  highly  extol  the  man*s  learning 
and  probity ;  and  will  not  be  persuaded,  that  the 
University  will  make  any  difSeulty  of  conferring 
such  a  favour  upon  a  stranger,  if  he  ia  recommended 
by  the  Dean.  They  say,  he  is  not  afraid  of  the 
strictest  examination,  though  he  is  of  so  long  a 
journey ;  and  will  venture  it,  if  the  Dean  thinks 


discover  whether  the  school  in  question  might  not  be  this 
of  Appleby.  Some  of  the  trustees  at  that  neriod  were 
*  worthy  gentlemen  of  the  neighbourhood  of  Lichfield.* 
Appleby  itself  is  not  far  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Lich- 
field :  tne  salary,  the  degree  requisite,  together  with  the  linu 
qf  eleetum,  all  agreeing  with  the  statutes  of  Applebv.  The 
election,  as  said  in  the  letter,  *  could  not  be  delayed  longer 
than  the  11th  of  next  month,*  which  was  the  11th  of  Sep- 
tember, just  three  months  after  the  annual  audit-day  of 
Appleby  School,  which  is  always  on  the  Uth  of  June ;  and 
the  statutes  enjoin,  ne  uUius  praeeptorum  electio  dimtims 
trtbus  mensikus  mtorarehir,  Ac. 

**  These  I  thought  to  be  convincing  proofs  that  my  con- 
jecture was  not  ill-founded,  and  that,  in  a  future  edition  of 
that  book,  the  circumstance  might  be  recorded  as  fact. 

**  But  what  banishes  every  shadow  of  doubt  Is  the  MimmU 
Book  of  the  school,  which  declares  the  head  mastership  to 
be  ai  that  time  vacant." 

I  cannot  omit  returning  thanks  to  this  learned  gentleman 
for  the  very  handsome  manner  in  which  he  has  in  that  letter 
been  so  good  as  to  speak  of  this  work.  —  Boswbll. 

Sir  John  Hawkins  had  already  stated  the  school  to  have 
been  Appleby,  but  Mr.  Boswell  was  reluctant  to  have  any 
obligation  to  his  rival.  —  Caoam. 

*  At  this  time  only  Lord  Gower.  It  seems  not  easy  to  re- 
concile Lord  Oowers  and  Pope's  letters,  and  Mr.  Boswell's 
account  of  this  transaction.  Lord  Gower's  letter  says  that  it 
is  written  at  the  request  of  some  Staffbrdshirt  neighbours. 
Nothing  more  natural.  He  does  not  even  allude  to  Pope ; 
and  certainly  It  would  have  been  most  extraordinary  that 
Pope,  the  dearest  friend  of  Swill,  should  solicit  Lord  Gower 
to  ask  a  favour  of  the  Dean.  The  more  natural  supposition 
would  be,  that  Lord  Gower's  letter  was  addressed  to  Pope 
himself;  but  Pope  says  (see  post,  p.  41.)  that  he  wrote 
unsolicited  to  Lord  Gower  in  Johnson's  favour  for  a  school 
in  Shropshire  ;  but  did  not  succeed.  He  makes  no  allusion 
to  Swift,  or  the  Master's  degree.  Lord  Gower*s  letter  was 
first  published  with  the  date  of  1737,  then  with  that  of  1738, 
and,  finally,  as  of  1789.  The  first  of  these  dates  is  clearly 
wrong ;  the  latter,  I  suppose,  has  been  assigned  from  tliat  of 
Pope  s  note,  which  must  have  been  subsequent  to  May,  1738  ( 
but  that  note  does  not  say  how  long  before  it  was  written 
the  application  to  Lord  Gower  bad  been  made.  In  short,  I 
cannot  reconcile  these  discrepancies,  but  by  the  unsatisfactory 
conjecture  that  Pope  had  applied  in  the  first  Instance  to  Lord 
Gower;  that  Lord  Gower  was  willing  to  assist  Johnson, 
but  was  met  by  the  difiiculty  about  the  degree  of  A.M. ;  and 
that  then  it  was  arranged  that  his  Lordship  should  write  to 
Pope  such  a  letter  as  he  could  transmit  to  Swift.  The  matter 
Is  in  itself  of  no  importance,  except  as  it  might  explain 
Johnson's  strong  ditlike  both  of  Lord  Gower  and  Dean  Swift ; 
which  may  have  arisen  from  some  misapprehension  of  their 
share  in  this  disappointment.  —  CaoKsa. 
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it  necessary  ;  choosing  rather  to  die  upon  the  roadi 
than   bt   atoned  to  death  in  tramdatimg  for   book' 
I    eeBent  which  hat  hcen  bis  only  subsistmee  for 
some  time  past. 

**  I  fear  there  is  more  difficulty  in  this  afiair 
than  ttiose  good-natared  gentlemen  apprehend; 
especially  as  their  election  cannot  be  delayed 
longer  than  the  eleventh  of  next  month.  If  you 
see  this  matter  in  the  same  light  that  it  appears  to 
me,  I  hope  you  will  bum  this,  and  pardon  me  for 
giving  you  so  much  trouble  about  an  impracticable 
thing ;  but,  if  you  think  there  is  a  probability  of 
obtaining  tlie  favour  asked,  I  am  sure  your  huma- 
nity, and  propenttty  to  relieve  merit  in  distress, 
will  incline  you  to  serve  the  poor  man,  without 
my  adding  any  more  to  the  trouble  I  have  already 
given  you,  than  assuring  you  that  I  am,  with  great 
truth.  Sir,  your  faithful  servant,  Gowxa.*' 

It  was,  perha]>s,  no  snudl  dis^pointment  to 
Johnson  tW  this  respectable  application  bad 
not  the  desired  effect;  yet  how  much  reason 
has  there  been,  both  for  himself  and  his  coon- 
tnr,  to  rejoice  that  it  did  not  succeed,  as  he 
mi^t  probably  hare  wasted  in  obscurity  those 
hours  m  which  he  afterwmrds  produced  his  in- 
oompamble  works. 

About  tliis  time  he  made  one  other  eflort  to 
emancipate  himself  from  the  drudgery  of  author- 
ship. He  applied  to  Dr.  Adams,  to  consult  Dr. 
Smalbroke  *  of  the  Commons,  whether  a  person 
might  be  pennitted  to  practise  as  an  advocate 
tliere,  witnout  a  doctor's  degree  in  civil  law. 
**I  am,**  said  he,  ^a  total  stranger  to  these 
studies ;  but  whatever  is  a  profession,  and  main- 
tains numbers,  must  be  within  the  reach  of 
common  abilities,  and  some  degree  of  industry." 
Dr.  Adams  was  much  pleased^  with  Johnson*s 
design  to  employ  his  talents  in  that  manner, 
being  confident  he  would  have  attained  to  fruBi 
eminence.  And,  indeed,  I  cannot  conceive  a 
man  better  qualified  to  make  a  distinguished 
figure  as  a  lawyer ;  for  he  would  have  brought 
to  his  profession  a  rich  store  of  various  know- 
ledge, an  uncommon  acuteness,  and  a  command 
of  mnguage,  in  which  few  could  have  equalled, 
and  none  nave  surpasscid  him.  He  who  could 
display  eloquence  and  wit  in  defence  of  the 
decision  of  the  House  of  Commons  upon  Mr. 
Wilkes^s  election  for  Middlesex,  and  of  the 
unconstitutional  taxation  of  our  fellow -subjects 
in  America,  must  have  been  a  powerful  advo- 
cate in  any  cause.  But  here,  also,  tJie  want  of 
a  degree  was  an  insurmountable  bar. 

He  was,  therefore,  imdcr  the  necessity  of 


*  ftlchaH  Smalhroke,  LL.D.,  tfron*!  •on  of  BUhwp  Snml- 
l>n>k*,  whoft4>  fiimnf  wrre  loni;  connfrted  with  LhhAeld. 
dl<*d  the  Maior  member  of  the  College  of  Advocatv*.  — 
Csoasa. 

•  In  the  Wceklf  MI«(Tl1«ny.  Oct.  tl.  173«.  tbore  sppcwfd 
the  follewtniradvprttfifnrnt :  — 

••  Ja«(  puMlthod.  rrnno'ftU  for  prtntltJR  thr-  HUtoty  of  Ihr 
CoODeil  of  Trt'nt,  tran04tr«1  fTom  thr  lialUn  «  f  Father  Paul 
SarpI ;  wHh  th<>  Aatlior't  LIfr.  and  Notn  thpolofiral.  bi«> 
toriral.  and  erltiral.  from  tb«*  French  rdition  of  Dr.  L« 
Vmtnfrr.  Towhirh  arp  ad<l«Hl,  Obcrrvation*  on  the  Hit- 
tory.  aiad  Noln  and  llliutraCtout  fr«>in  varioiu  Author*.  )>oth 
printed  and  roanntrrtpc.  B*  S.  Johnton.  1.  The  work  mil 
of  two  boadrcd  aboeu,  and  be  two  toIudca  io  quarto, 


persevering  in  that  course,  into  which  he  had  i 
oeen  forced;  and  we  find  that  his  proposal  from  ■ 
Greenwich  to  Mr.  Cave,  for  a  translation  of  , 
Father  Paul  Sarpi*8  Historj,  was  accepted.*       \ 

Some  sheets  of  this  translation  were  printed 
off,  but  the  desiCT  was  dropped ;  for  it  happened 
oddly  enouffh,  tnat  another  person  of  the  name 
of  Samuel  Johnson,  librarian  of  St.  Martin's  in 
the  Fields,  and  curate  of  that  parish,  engaged 
in  the  some  undertaking,  and  was  patronised  bj 
the  clerpr,  particularly  by  Dr.  Pearce,  after- 
wards Bishop  of  Kochester.  Several  lieht  skir- 
mishes passed  between  the  rival  translators,  in  , 
the  newspapers  of  the  day ;  and  the  consequence 
was  that  they  destroyed  each  other,  for  neither 
of  them  went  on  with  the  work.    It  is  much  to 
be  regretted,  that  the  able  performance  of  that 
celebrated  genius  Fra  Paolo,  lost  the  advantage 
of  being  incorporated  into  British  literature  by 
the  masterly  hand  of  Johnson. 

I  have  in  my  possession,  by  the  favour  of 
Mr.  John  Nichols,  a  paper  in  Johnson*8  hand-   ' 
writing,  entitled  "  Account  between  Mr.  Ed-   ' 
ward  Cave  and  Samuel  Johnson,  in  relation  to 
a  version  of  Father  Paul,  &c.,  begun  Au<pist    . 
the  2d,  1738  ;**  by  which  it  appears,  that  &om  '. 
that  day  to  the  21st  of  Apnl,  1739,  Johnson   I 
received  for  this  work  49/.  7s.  in  sums  of  one,   I 
two,  three,  and  sometimes  four  gmneas  at  a 
time,  most  frequently  two.     And  it  is  curious   ; 
to  observe  the  minute  and  scrupulous  accurary 
with  which  Johnson  had  pasted  upon  it  a  slip 
of  paper,  which  he  has  entitled  **  Small  ac- 
count,   and  which  contains  one  article,  **  Sept. 
9th,  Mr.  Cave  bid  down  2«.  Sd.'"   There  b  sub- 
joined to  this  account,  a  list  of  some  subscribcn 
to  the  work,  partly  in  Johnson's  handwriting, 
partly  in  that  of  another  person;  and  there 
follows  a  leaf  or  two  on  which  are  written  a 
number  of  characten  which  have  the  appear^ 
ance  of  a  short-hand,  which,  perhaps,  Johnson 
was  then  trying  to  learn. 

JOHNSON  TO  CAVE. 

•* Wedaeedar-    CAng.  or  Sept.  \T»\ 
'<  Sir,  •—  I  did  not  care  to  dciaia  your  MTv«iit 
while  I  wrote  an  aniwer  to  your  letter,  in  which 
you  neem  to  insinuate  that  I  had  promised  int>re 
than  I  am  ready  to  perform.      If  I   have  r«tM^ 
your  expectations  by   any  thin^  that  may  b;t«c 
escaped  my  memory,  1  am  sorry  ;  and  if  you  re- 
mind me  of  it,  shall  thank  you  for  the  CsTour     If 
I  made  fewer  alterations  than  uftual  in  the  Dcl«atcs 
it  was  only  because  there  appeared,  and  still  a{>> 


pHntH  on  irnod  peper  and  lettw.  1,  Th««  f»r\<f>  wil^  »»*  i*». 
each  vo'iiir.r,  to  hr  p4ul  hslf  &  guinea  at  thr  dr-tivrr^  <  •  ■  .' 
flrtt  voluror.  and  thf  re«t  at  thr  Urllierjr  of  the  acco'.d  %  o'ti-r  ^ 
In  thcetj.  Two-pencr  to  be  ahutr^  for  every  ahrrt  l<  •»  ' "  *e 
two  haodred.  It  m.iT  tx*  hnd  on  a  large  paper,  m  v  ** 
volomet,  at  th<*  prirr  of  thrrr  guinra*  ;  one  (u  be  \U.^\  a'  t:  • 
lime  of  tttbccribins:.  uiiiither  at  the  delivery  of  th«>  tir«i.  .  A 
the  rett  at  tbedclMiry  n(  the  oih«»r  vulutnea.  Tbf  »  *  i  i» 
now  in  the  prrtt,  and  will  be  dii  iirnilr  |»ro«erutiM.  ^  i*>- 
■cripfiun*  are  tAki-n  n  tt\  Mr.  I)i><UI>*jr  in  Fail  Mai  .  V«  !«'- 
vii-.|;ton  In  St.  JVul'i  (hurrh  Yarit,  by  K.  Cave  at  M    J    h     . 

InCaaUa 


iratr.  nnd  the  TrAii«l»tor,  At  N&  6 
dith  Square."  ~l}oiwu.L. 


SU««CUj  l.a%n*- 
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pem  to  b<^  IcH  need  of  Bltention.  The  venct  to 
Lidj  Firahnee  i  nmj  be  had  when  you  pleeac, 
fat  joa  know  thet  such  a  aufaject  neither  deserret 
much  tbouKbt  nor  requires  it. 

•  The  Chineie  Storic*'  may  be  bad  folded  down 
vhen  yon  please  to  send,  in  which  I  do  not  reool- 
\Kt  that  you  desired  any  alterations  to  be  made. 

**  An  answer  to  another  query  1  am  Tery  willing 
to  write,  and  bad  consulted  with  you  about  it  last 
oigbt,  if  there  had  been  time ;  for  I  think  it  the 
most  proper  way  of  inviting  such  a  correspondence 
as  msy  be  an  adTantage  to  the  paper,  not  a  load 
npoait. 

**  As  to  the  Prise  Vciscs,  a  baekwardneti  to  de- 
tcnaine  their  degrees  of  merit  is  not  peeultar  to 
oe.  Toa  nay*  if  yoa  please,  still  hare  what  I 
esn  ssy;  but  1  sfaall  engage  with  little  spirit  in  an 
afiur,  whidi  I  aball  iardlg  end  to  my  own  satisfiw- 
tioo,  and  etrtaimfy  not  to  the  satis&ction  of  the 
parties  eoocemad. ' 

**  As  to  Father  Paul,  I  have  not  yet  been  just 
to  my  proposal,  but  hare  met  with  impediments, 
vhich,  I  hc^ie,  are  now  at  an  end ;  and  if  you  find 
the  progress  hereafter  not  such  as  you  have  a  right 
to  expect,  you  can  easily  stimulate  a  negligent 
tnnslator. 

"  If  any  or  all  of  these  hare  contributed  to  Tour 
&eoiiteDt,  I  will  endcarour  to  remove  it ;  and  de- 
me  yoa  to  propose  the  question  to  which  ytm  wish 
far  sa  answer.     I  am.  Sir,  your  humble  servant, 

<*  Sam.  Jormsok.** 


JOHNSON  TO  CAVE. 

[Sept.  1738.] 

"  Sia, —  I  am  pretty  much  of  your  opinion,  that 
tbe  Commentary  cannot  be  prosecuted  with  any 
qipesrtaoe  of  aueeess ;  for  as  the  names  of  the 
Ichors  eoneemed  are  of  more  weight  in  the  per- 
fenoanee  than  tta  own  intrinsie  merit,  the  public 
viU  be  soon  satisfied  with  it.  And  I  think  the 
Exaaen  shoald  be  pushed  finward  widi  tbe  ut- 
aott  expedition.  Thus,  *  This  day,  &e.  an  Examen 
of  Mr.  Pope*s  Essay,  &c. ;  containing  a  succinct 
Aecooat  of  the  Philosophy  of  Mr.  Leibnitx  on  the 
Sntem  of  the  Fatalists,  with  a  Confutation  of  their 
OfMeions,  and  an  Illustration  of  the  Doctrine  of 
Free  WUl'  (with  what  else  you  think  proper). 

**  It  will,  above  all,  be  necessary  to  uke  notice, 
tkst  it  is  a  thing  distinct  from  the  Commentary. 

**  I  was  so  Car  from  imagining  they  stood  still  *, 


I 


>  Th(7  apMsred  hi  tbe  GmttrmoM**  M^wume  of  Sept. 

1:3^.  With  this  tUl«:  — "  Verset  to  Lady  V. ,  at  Bury 

istiao." — Boflwsu- 

It  McoM  4|aiCe  unintelligible  how  these  lix  cilly  lines 
tlttSM  be  tbe  prodortion  of  Johas4M» ;  the  last  of  them  is — 

lesB'st  at  once,  bright  Nrnpb,  a  Muse  and 

I- 

TUi  *"  jTfsyt.  Jfaas^,  end  Graee"  was  s  widow  Even,  who, 
a  the  pweedkig  Novemlwr,  had,  at  the  age  of  86,  re^marrled 
S^  Cerddl  Flrebnee.  She  subseqaently  married  Mr.  Camp. 
Ml.  vide  to  Che  Dake  of  Argyfe,  and  died  In  179S.  The 
which  ber  allianee  with  Mr.  Campbell  has 

her,   quotes  Dr.  Johnsoo  as   evidence  of  ber 

thosim,  I  sappose,  never  saw  ber ;  the  lines  (if 
^  at  aD)  were  anisde,  we  see,  to  order,  and  prol>ably  paid 
^  —  Caoass. 

>  Da  Halde'a  Deserlptioa  of  China  was  then  poblishing  by 
Xr.  Cave,  in  weekly  aambtrs,  wltenoe  Johnson  was  to  select 
fisecs  for  tbe  cmbeDlshaeBt  of  the  Magnihie.  ~  Micaoia. 


that  I  conceiTed  them  to  have  a  good  deal  before- 
hand,  and  therefore  was  less  anxious  in  proTiding 
them  more.  But  if  erer  they  stand  still  on  my 
account,  it  must,  doubtless,  be  charged  to  me; 
and  whatever  else  shall  be  reasonable,  I  shall  not 
oppose ;  but  beg  a  suspense  of  judgment  till  morn- 
ing, when  I  mtist  entreat  you  to  send  me  a  dozen 
proposals  ',  and  you  shall  then  have  copy  to  spare. 
I  am.  Sir,  yours,  improiisics,         Sam.  Johnson.** 

**  Fnj  muster  up  the  proposals  if  you  can,  or 
let  tbe  boy  recall  them  from  the  bookitellers.** 

But  although  he  corresponded  with  Mr.  Gare 
concerning  a  ttxaulation  of  Cronsaz's  Examen 
of  Pope*B  ^  Essay  on  Man,"  and  gave  advice  os 
one  anxious  for  its  success,  I  was  long  ago  con- 
vinced by  a  perusal  of  the  Pl^face,  that  this 
translation  was  erroneously  ascribed  to  him; 
and  I  have  found  this  point  ascertained,  beyond 
all  doubt,  by  the  following  article  in  Dr.  Burch*8 
manuscripts  in  the  British  Museum :  — 

*'  Elisc  Carter*,  S.  P.  D.  Thomas  Birch. 
Veraionem  tuara  Eiaminis  Crousaxiani  jam  perlegi. 
Summam  styli  et  el^antiam,  et  in  re  difficillima 
proprietatem,  admiratus.  I>abam  Novemb.  27^, 
1738."  • 

Indeed,  Mn.  Carter  has  latelT  adoiowledged 
to  Mr.  Seward,  that  she  was  the  tranalator  <xf 
the  ''  Examen.** 

It  is  remarkable,  that  Johnson's  last  quoted 
letter  to  Mr.  Cave  concludes  with  a  fair  con- 
fession that  he  had  not  a  dinner ;  and  it  is  no 
less  remarkable  that,  though  in  this  state  of 
want  himself,  his  benevolent  heart  was  not  in- 
sensible to  the  necessities  of  an  humble  labourer 
in  literature,  as  appears  from  the  very  next 
letter :  — 

JOHNSON  TO  CAVE. 

tKo  date.] 
"  Dear  Sir,  —  Tou  may  remember  I  hsve  for- 
merly talked  with  you  about  a  military  Dictionary. 
The  eldest  Mr.  Macbean  %  who  was  with  Mr. 
Chambers,  has  very  good  materials  for  such  a  work, 
which  I  have  seen,  and  will  do  it  at  a  very  low 
rate.'  I  think  the  terms  of  war  and  navigation 
might  be  comprised,  with  good  explanations,  in  one 
8vo.  pica,  which  he  is  willing  to  do  for  twelve 
shillings  a  sheet,  to  be  made  up  a  guinea  at  the 


s  The  premlom  of  ibrty  pooads  proposed  for  the  best  poem 
on  the  DlTine  Attributes  Is  bare  alluded  to —  Nichols. 

*  The  compositors  in  the  printins-office,  who  waited  for 
copy.  —  Nichols. 

^  At  Johnson  seems  to  asli  for  these  proposnit,  as  affbrding 
him  a  pecuniary  resource,  thev  must  have  bern  the  proposals 
for  the  large  paper  of  the  transUtloo  of  Father  Paul,  for  which, 
BB  we  have  just  seen,  one  guinea  was  payable  at  the  time  of 
subscribing.  —  Crokbr. 

*  Birch  MSS.  Brit.  Mas.  43S3.  —  Boswbll.  There  Is  no 
doubt  that  Miss  Carter  was  the  translator  of  the  Eutmen, 
but  Johnson  seems  to  bare  been  busy  with  another  work 
of  tbe  same  author  on  tbe  same  subject—**  a  distinct  thing.*' 
as  he  calls  it  — via.  Crousss's  Commentary  on  the  Abb6 
Kesnel's  translation  of  the  JEssay  en  Bian  i  an  anonjrmous 
translation  of  which  was  publUbcd  in  1741,  and  qtuited  in 
the  QentiemanU  Magatfnc  for  1743.  —  Caoasa. 

7  See  post,  April  1781,  and  96.  June,  1738 C. 

*  This  boolL  was  published.— Bos wsll. 
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following  specimen,  which  he  has  given  in 
**  Rambler  *  (Motio  to  No.  7.)  :  — 


id  impreaion.  If  jou  think  on  it,  I  will 
wait  on  you  with  him.  I  arot  Sir,  your  humbU 
■tnrant,  Sam.  Johviov. 

•*  Pray  lend  m«  Topsel  on  Animali.** 

I  mnst  not  omit  to  mention,  that  this  Mr. 
Macbean  was  a  native  of  Scotland.' 

In  the  ^Gentleman's  Magazine**  of  this  jear, 
Johnson  gave  a  Life  of  Father  Paul* ;  and  he 
wrote  the  Preface  to  the  vohmiet,  which,  thongh 
prefixed  to  it  when  bound,  is  always  published 
with  the  appendix,  and  is  there&re  the  last 
composition  bdonj^ing  to  it.  The  ability  and 
nice  adaptation  with  which  he  could  draw  up 
a  prefatorj  address  was  one  of  his  peculiar 
excellencies. 

It  i4>pears,  too,  that  he  paid  a  friendl j  at- 
tention to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Carter ;  for  in  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Cave  to  Dr.  Birch,  November  28.  this 
year,  I  find  ^  Mr.  Johnson  advises  Miss  C.  to 
imdertake  a  translation  of  Boethius  de  Cons,, 
because  there  is  prose  and  verse,  and  to  put 
her  name  to  it  when  published.**  This  advice 
was  not  followed;  probably  from  an  appre- 
hension that  the  work  was  not  sufficiently  po- 
pular for  an  extensive  sale.  How  well  tlohn- 
son  himself  could  have  executed  a  translation 
of  this  philooophical  poet  we  may  judge  from 
the 
the 
**  O  qui  pcrpetui  mundum  ratione  gubemas, 

Terrarum  coeliqae  Mtor  I 

Jhapet  terrenae  nebulas  et  pondcra  molis, 
Atque  tuo  splendore  mica  I  Tu  namque  wrenum, 
Tu  requic*  tranquilla  piis.     Te  oemere  finis, 
Principtum,  vector,  dui,  temita,  terminus,  idem." 

"  O  Thou  whose  power  o*er  noting  worlds  presides, 
Wboie  iroice  created,  and  whose  wisdom  guides, 
On  dsrkiing  man  in  pure  effulgence  shine. 
And  cheer  the  clouded  mind  with  light  diTine. 
'Tis  thine  alone  to  calm  the  pious  breast. 
With  silent  confidence  and  holy  rest ; 
From  thee,  great  God  1  we  spring,  to  thee  we 

tend, 
Path,  motive,  guides  original,  and  end  I " 


I  Mr.  Bosvell  It  ffiad  Co  rieord  Chat  Johofoo'i  nstional 
prrJodlcM  did  not  preveoC  hit  employing  and  recoiBni«ndmt 
a  ScoCchmaa ;  baC  I  tiupcct  Joltnion'*  prpjudloe  af  almt  the 
Scotch  was  of  a  later  data.    See  post,  p.  62.  n.  1 .-.  Cbokks. 

s  Mr.  Bocveil  hera  coofbuodt  the  rf«rt  1 738  and  1739. 
The  Greek  and  Latin  epigram  to  Eiits  (Mim  Carter)  were  in 
the  Magasine  for  April  1 7311 ;  and  another  In  July  to  the  laine 
ladj,  oo  fathering  laurela  In  Pope**  garden,  la  no  doubt  hU. 

**  Eijrtioa  PopI  dnm  Indtt  l»ta  per  hortoa. 
En  avida  laurot  carplt  EU«a  manu, 
yil  opus  eat  (urto.    Lauros  tlbl.  Uulcb  EUfS, 
Si  neget  optata*  Popus.  Apollo  dabit." 

**  In  Pope't  Elyiian  leenea  Kllta  rovet* 
And  vpotit  with  greedy  bands  hi*  laurel  grotss  s 
A  nenllrM  thWt  —  a  laurel  wreath  to  than 
Should  Pope  dcoy«  Apollo  vould  decree.—.  C. 
Jobnaoo  may  have  accompanied  hii  young  friend  to  Tvlckm« 
bam.  and  wltn-Med  the  Incident.    The  tamo  year's  Magaxlna 
alto  contAiai  th«>  rrlcbrated  I^tln  epigram  ( see  post,  o.  Gi  I) 
**  To  a  l.adv  ( Mi««  Maria  Athton )  who  tpoke  tai  Defence  of 
Librrly."  the  nrate«t  of  Jolmton't  couplets. 

],i)M>r  ui  ra»e  vrltm  •tiatitti  pulrra  Maris. 
I't  nidticam  liber,  pulcra  Miiria  vale  I 
••  Vou  with  me.  fair  Maria.  In  lie  free; 
Then,  lair  Maria,  I  imui  Sy  from  thee C. 

and  a  Urcch  epigram  to  **  Dr.  Birch.**    I  can  ttnd  in  the 


In  17S9,  beside  the  assistance  which  he  gave 
to  the  Parliamentary  Debates,  his  writings  in 
the  ''Gentleman's  Marine**  were  ''The  Life 
of  Boerhaave,***  in  which  it  is  to  be  observed, 
that  he  discovers  that  love  of  chemistry  which 
never  forsook  him ;  "  An  Appeal  to  the  Public 
in  Behalf  of  the  Editor  ;••  t  "An  Address  to 
the  Reader ;*'t  "An  Epigram  both  in  Greek 
and  Latin  to  Eliza**  (*)*,  and  also  English  Versos 
to  herO*;  and  "A  Greek  Epigram  to  Dr. 
Birch.***    It  has  been  erroneously  supposed 
that  an  essav  published  in  that  Maffazine  this 
year,  entitled  "  The  Apotheosis  of  Mlton,**  was 
written  by  Johnson ;  and  on  that  supposition 
it  has  been  improperlv  inserted  in  the  edition 
of  his  works  bv  tJie  booksellers,  after  his  de- 
cease.   Were  there  no  positive  testimony  as  to 
this  point,  the  stvle  or  the  performance,  and 
the  name  of  Shaiupeare  not  being  mentioned 
in  an  Essay  professedly  reviewing  uie  principal 
English  poets,  would  ascertain  it  not  to  be  the 
production  of  Johnson.    But  there  is  here  no 
occasion  to  resort  to  internal  evidence ;  for  my 
Lord  Bishop  of  Salisbury  (Dr.  Douglas)  has 
assured  me,  that  it  was  written  by  Guthrie. 
His  separate  publications  were,  "  A  Complete 
Vindication  or  the  Licensers  of  the  Stage,  from 
the  malicious  and  scandalous  Aspersions  of  Mr. 
Brooke  \  Author  of  Gustavus  Vasa,**  *  bebg  an 
ironical  attack  upon  them  for  their  suppression 
of  that  Tragedy ;  and  "  Manner  Norfolciense  ^; 
or,  an  Essay  on  an  ancient  prophetical  Inscrip- 
tion, in  monkish  Rhyme,  lately  discovered  nean> 
Lynne,  in  Norfolk,  bv  IVobus  Britannicus."  • 
In  this  performance,  ne,  in  a  feinted  inscrip- 
tion, supposed  to  have  been  found  in  Norfolk, 
the  county  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  then  the 
obnoxious  prime  minister  of  this  country,  in- 
veighs against  the  Brunswick  succession,  and 
the  measures  of  government  consequent  upon 
it.     To  this  supposed  prophecy  he  added  a 
Commentary,  making  each  expression  apply  to 
the  times,  with  warm  anti-Hanoverian  zeal. 

This  anonymous  pamphlet,  I  believe,  did  not 


Magailna  for  1739  bat  one  copy  of  EnglUh  ver«rt  to  FJtz  t. 
Tbey  are  In  December,  and  signed  Amasiut.  a  lignatnrr  u*4^<] 
by  Dr.  Swan,  the  translator  of  Sydenham,  and  bf  ColUm  u|ioo 
one  occasion  in  the  same  maKastoe.  —  Caoaia. 

*  And,   probably,  the  following   Latin  epigram  to   Dr. 
Birch  :•» 

**  In  Bitcnniif. 


**  Arta  ootA  rarique  fide  perscrlpaarat 

Blrchlus  egreglos  claraooe  geata  Tlrvm. 

Hunc  ocuUs  veri  Fautrix  lufltravH  arutls. 
Et  placido  tandem  h«c  edidlt  ore.  Dea : 

*  Perae  modo,  atque  tuat  olim  pott  ftmera 
Qui  •cribat  meritaa  Birchiua  altar  crit.** 

This  It  a  vtersioR  of  his  Greek  epigram  In  tbo  prece<l»nc 
Masjiine.  and  he  had  followed  his  Greek  epigram  on  /.« #  z« 
with  a  [jUin  paraphrase  In  the  same  style  as  this.  —  Caoiwan 

*  Hmry  Brooke,  the  author  of  the  celebrated  n*n^t  nf 
Tke  Foot  <ff  Quatit^.  was  a  native  of  Ireland.  In  IHS  Ku 
tra^fdy  of  GustAnu  Vasa  was  rehearsed  at  Dniry  Lanr  ;  but, 
it  l>einK  supposed  to  satinie  Sir  Robert  Waltmle,  sn  or,|«V 
camr  from  the  Lnrd  rhamberlain  to  prohibit  Its  spp«<arAn<  «> 
This,  however,  did  Brooke  no  Injury,  as  he  was  eni  ura  >i^ 
to  nublith  the  plaT  hy  a  sub»crluCioo,  which  amouulcd  ta 
SO(V.     Ilr  died  in  I  f  H3.  —  Crok  r  a. 

*  Thr  mnttion  of  this  pasquinade  In  Pope*t  undat^4  nr^t^ 
(p.  41  )  makes  it  worth  wntle  to  notice  that  it  ttiims  to  haee 
been  priated  m  May,  173:^ Caoftaa. 
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make  bo  much  noise  as  was  expected,  and, 
therefore,  had  not  a  very  extensive  ciTCulation. 
Sir  John  Hawkins  relates,  that  ^  warrants  were 
issued,  and  messengers  employed  to  apprehend 
the  aathor;  who,  though  he  had  forborne  to 
suhscribe  his  name  to  tiie  pamphlet,  the  yiffil. 
aace  of  those  in  pursuit  of  him  had  discovered : " 
and  we  are  informed,  that  he  lay  concealed  in 
Lambeth-marsh  till  the  scent  after  him  grew 
cold.  Hiis,  however,  is  alto^ther  wiuout 
foundation ;  for  Mr.  Steele,  one  of  the  Secre- 
taries of  the  Treasury,  who,  amidst  a  variety  of 
important  business,  politely  obliged  me  with 
his  attention  to  my  enquiry,  informed  me,  that 
**  he  directed  every  poosibfe  search  to  be  made 
In  the  records  of  the  Treasury  ^d  Secretary 
of  State*s  Office,  but  could  find  no  trace  what- 
ever of  any  warrant  having  been  issued  to  ap- 
prehend the  author  of  this  pamphlet.*' 

"  Manner  Norfolciense''  became  exceedingly 
scarce,  so  that  I,  for  many  years,  endeavoured 
in  vain  to  procure  a  copy  oi  it.^  At  last  I  was 
indebted  to  the  malice  of  one  of  Johnson's 
nomerons  petty  adversaries,  who,  in  1775,  pub- 
lished a  new  edition  of  it,  "  with  Notes  and  a 
Dedication  to  Samuel  Johnson,  LL.D.,  by  Tri- 
bunas;"  in  which  some  puny  scribbler  invi- 
diously attempted  to  found  upon  it  a  charge  of 
incoosiat^ncy  against  its  author,  because  he  had 
accepted  of  a  pension  from  his  present  Ma- 
jesty, and  had  written  in  support  of  the  mea- 
sures of  government.  As  a  mortification  to 
such  impotent  malice,  of  which  there  are  so 
many  instances  towards  men  of  eminence,  I 
am  happy  to  relate,  that  this  telum  imbeUe  did 
not  reach  its  exalted  object,  till  about  a  year 
after  it  thus  appeared,  wnen  I  mentioned  it  to 
him,  supposing  that  he  knew  of  the  republi- 
catiotL.  To  my  surprise,  he  had  not  yet  heard 
of  it.  He  requested  me  to  go  directly  and  get 
it  for  him,  which  I  did.  He  looked  at  it  and 
lan^feed,  and  seemed  to  be  much  diverted  with 
the  feeble  efforts  of  his  unknown  adversary, 
who^  I  hope,  is  alive  to  read  this  account. 


>  Tlie  iaacrfptSoo  sod  the  Cnmtlaitlonof  It  are  preserred  in 
tke  Zarndtm  M^aame  lor  the  year  1738,  p.  S44.  —  Boiwbli. 
*  or  thcee  two  MttricBl  paaphtets,  HawUos  dbsenret  that 
*  thef  display  neltber  learning  nor  wit,  nor.  Indeed,  taaj  ray 
ef  Ubor  antbor't  cenina ;  and  were  prompted  by  the  principle 
whkk  Jofaxwoo  ueqnently  declared  to  be  the  only  true  ge- 
BBiBe  notive  to  writing,  namely,  pecnniary  profit.  He  was 
never  greedy  of  money,  bat  without  moncjr  could  not  be  atlma- 
latod  to  write.  Tet  waa  he  not  lo  faidill&rent  to  the  rabjecu 
1^  be  wna  remaUd  to  write  on,  aa  at  any  time  to  abandon 
tola  religieaa  or  political  principles,  fie  would  no  more 
Mt  his  nane  to  an  Arian  or  Sodnian  tract  than  to  a  de- 
o#  AtlMlsm*  At  the  time  when  Faction  Detected  came 
of  whidi  the  late  Lord  Bgmont  ia  now 
ODdentood  to  have  been  tlie  author,  Oabome,  the 
r.  held  out  to  him  a  ctrong  tmnptation  to  answer  it, 
be  refased,  being  eonTfaiced.  as  he  assured  me,  that  the 
^vjee  conitained  in  it  was  made  good,  and  that  the  argument 
fnmaded  thereon  was  unanswerable.  Tbe  truth  Is,  that  John. 
SOS's  politf^  pr^odices  were  a  mist  that  the  eye  of  his  judg* 
meat  coald  not  penetrate :  in  all  the  measures  of  Walpole's 
,  be  eoold  see  nothing  right;  nor  onuld  he  be  con- 


in  bis  Invectires  against  a  standing  armjr,  as  the  Jaco- 
call  it,  that  the  peasantry  of  a  coi 


to  caU  it,  tbat  tbe  peasantry  or  a  country 

_       defence  against  an  invsdoo  of  it  by  an  armed 

Be  aknioet  asserted  In  terms,  that  tlie  succession  to  the 
rn  bad  been   Hiegaijy  interrupted,  and  that  frnrn  whig 

Kiitio  none  of  cbe  beocflta  of  government  could  be  expected 
BM  Vr**  tt  appears,  and  to  his  honour  be  it  said,  his 


*^  Kow,**  said  he,  '*  here  is  somebody  who  thinks 
he  has  vexed  me  sadly ;  vet,  if  it  had  not  been 
for  you,  you  rogue,  I  snould  probably  never 
have  seen  it.** ' 

As  Mr.  Pope*s  note  concerning  Johnson,  al- 
luded to  in  a  former  page,  refers  both  to  his 
*^  London,**  and  his  ^*  Marmor  Norfolciense,**  I 
have  deferred  inserting  it  tiU  now.  I  am  in- 
debted for  it  to  Dr.  Percy,  the  bishop  of  Dro- 
more,  who  permitted  me  to  copy  it  from  the 
original  in  his  possession.  It  was  presented  to 
his  lordship  by  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  to  whom 
it  was  given  by  the  son  of  Mr.  Richardson  the 
painter,  the  person  to  whom  it  is  addressed.  I 
nave  transcribed  it  with  minute  exactness,  that 
the  peculiar  mode  of  writing,  and  imperfect 
spelling  of  that  celebrated  poet,  may  be  exhi- 
bited to  the  curious  in  literature.  It  justifies 
Swifl*s  epithet  of  "  paper-sparing  Pope,'* '  for 
it  is  written  on  a  slip  no  larger  tlmn  a  common 
message-card,  and  was  sent  to  Mr.  Richardson, 
along  with  the  imitation  of  Juvenal. 

**  This  is  imitated  by  one  Johnson  who  put  in 
for  a  Public-school  in  Shropshire,  but  was  disap- 
pointed. He  has  an  infirmity  of  the  convulsive 
kind,  that  attacks  him  sometimes,  so  as  to  make 
Him  a  sad  Spectacle.*  Mr.  P.  from  the  merit  of 
This  Work  which  was  all  the  knowledge  he  had  of 
Him  '  endeavour*d  to  serve  Him  without  his  own 
application ;  &  wrote  to  my  L'.  gore,  but  he  did 
not  succeed.  Mr.  Johnson  published  afterw^. 
another  Poem  in  Latin  with  Notes  the  whole  very 
Humerous  eali*d  the  Norfolk  Ph>phecy.        P." 

Johnson  had  been  told  of  this  note ;  and  Sir 
Joshua  Revnolds  informed  him  of  the  compli- 
ment which  it  contained,  but,  from  delicacy, 
avoided  showing  him  the  paper  itself.  When 
Sir  Joshua  observed  to  Jolmson  that  he  seemed 
very  desirous  to  see  Pope*s  note,  he  imswered, 
^^Who  would  not  be  proud  to  have  such  a  man 
as  Pope  so  solicitous  in  inquiring  about  him  ?*' 

The  infirmity  to  which  Mr.  Pope  alludes,  ap- 
peared to  me  also,  as  will  be  hereafler  observed^ 


principles  eoH»perated  with  his  necessities,  and  prostitution 
of  his  talents  could  not,  in  Justice,  be  imputed  lo  him.*'-. 
I4ft,  7&  84.  ^  CaoKiB. 

s  '*  Get  all  your  verses  printed  fair. 

Then  let  them  well  be  dried ; 
And  Curll  must  have  a  special  care 
To  leave  the  margin  wide. 

Lend  these  to  paaer-tparing  Fope ; 

And  when  he  sits  to  write, 
No  letter  with  an  envelope 

Could  gire  him  more  delight.** 

Advice  lo  Grub-Street  Writen. 

The  original  MS.  of  Pope's  Homer  (piesenred  in  the  British 
Museum)  is  almost  entirely  written  on  the  covers  of  letters^ 
and  sometimes  between  the  lines  of  the  letters  themselves.— 

NiCROU. 

*  It  is  clear  that,  as  Johnson  advanced  in  life,  these  convul- 
sive infirmities,  part  no  doubt  of  bis  heredltarv  disease,  though 
never  entirely  absent,  were  so  far  subdueo,  tbat  he  could 
not  be  called  a  tad  epeetacle.  We  have  seen  that  ho  was  re- 
jected from  two  schools  on  account  of  these  distortions,  which 
in  his  latteryears  were  certainly  not  violent  enough  to  excite 
disgust.  —  CaoKiR. 

>  This  is  hardly  consistent  with  the  story  (oxtf,  n.  13. 
n.  7.)  of  Pope's  high  approbation  of  Johnson's  translation 
of  his  Messiak.  —  CaoKBB. 
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to  be  of  the  oonTolsiTe  kind,  and  of  the  nature 
of  that  distemper  caUed  St.  Vitiu'a  dance ;  and 
in  this  opinion  I  am  confirmed  bj  the  descrip- 
tion which  Sydenham  gives  of  that  disease. 
^This  disorder  is  a  kind  of  conyulsion.  It 
manifests  itself  bj  halting  or  unsteadiness  of 
one  of  the  less,  which  the  patient  draws  after 
'  him  like  an  idiot.  K  the  hand  of  the  same  side 
be  applied  to  the  breast,  or  any  other  part  of 
the  body,  he  cannot  keep  it  a  moment  in  the 
same  posture,  but  it  will  be  drawn  into  a  dif- 
ferent one  by  a  convulsion,  notwithstanding  all 
his  efforts  to  the  contrary/*  Sir  Joshua  Rey- 
nolds, however,  was  of  a  different  opinion,  and 
favoured  me  with  the  following  Paper. 


**  ThoM  motions  or  tricks  of  Dr.  Johnson  are 
improperly  called  oonmlsions.  He  could  sit  mo- 
tiofiles*,  when  he  was  told  so  to  do,  as  well  as  any 
other  man.  My  opinion  is,  that  it  proceeded  from 
a  hal)it '  which  be  had  indulged  himself  in,  of  ac- 
companying his  thoughts  with  certain  untoward 
actions ;  and  those  actions  always  appeared  to  me 
as  if  ihcy  were  meant  to  reprobate  some  part  of  his 
past  conduct.  Whenerer  be  was  not  engaged  in 
oonvcvsntlon,  such  thoughts  were  sure  to  rush  into 
his  mind  ;  and,  for  this  reason,  any  company,  any 
<nnployroent  whatever,  be  preferred  to  being  alone. 
The  great  business  of  his  life  (he  said)  was  to 
i^scapo  from  h  imself.  This  disposition  he  considered 
a«  the  disease  of  his  mind,  which  nothing  cured 
but  company. 

"  One  instance  of  his  absence  and  particularity, 
a»  it  is  characteristic  of  the  man,  may  be  worth 
relating.  When  he  and  I  took  a  Journey  together 
into  the  West,  we  visited  the  late  Mr.  Bankes,  of 
Diirseuhire';  the  conversation  turning  upon  pic- 
tures, which  Johnson  could  not  well  see,  be  retired 
to  a  corner  of  the  room,  stretching  out  his  right 
leg  as  far  as  he  could  reach  before  him,  then  bring- 
ing up  his  left  leg,  and  stretching  his  right  still 
further  on.  The  old  gentleman,  obserring  bim, 
went  up  to  him,  and  in  a  very  courteous  manner 
BMured  him,  Uiough  it  was  not  a  new  house,  the 
flooring  was  perfectly  safe.     The  Doctor  started 


I  Sir  Joihiia  ReTBotd«*i  notion  on  this  nibiiect  It  confirmed 
bv  what  Johnion  nlmielf  said  to  m  jouns  Isdf .  the  niece  of 
bis  friend  Christopher  Smart.  See  a  note  by  Mr.  Botwell 
on  some  particulars  commanic^ted  by  Reynolds,  under 
March  30.  1763.  —  MALom. 

s  or  Kington  Hall,  near  Corfe  Castle CnoKsa. 

s  S«>e  post,  under  April  tl.  1764,  and  Mareh  V.  1774.  and 
in  Miss  Rrjmolds's  ReeollectloBs,  In  th«  Appendix,  notices 
of  some  strange  andcs  which  he  used  to  perronn  ou  rarioiis 
ocr.ictons.  —  CROKSn. 

*  ImpArtial  posterity  may,  perhaps,  be  ai  UtUe  inclined  as 
Dr.  Juhn«on  was,  tojustiiy  the  uncommon  rigoar  exerdied 
in  the  case  of  Dr.  Archibald  Cameron.  He  was  an  amiable 
and  trulv  honctt  man  ;  and  his  offence  was  owinp  to  a  gene- 
rous, tiiouxh  mistaken,  principle  of  dutv.  Being  obliged, 
after  1746,  to  give  up  his  profession  as  a  physician,  and  to  go 
Into  foreiKn  parts,  he  was  honoured  with  the  rank  of  CokmeL 
both  in  the  French  and  Spanish  tenrice.  He  was  a  ton  or 
th<;  ancient  and  respectable  family  of  Cameron  of  Lochiel ; 
auii  liif  brother,  who  was  the  chief  of  that  brave  clan,  dls- 
ttn^Tilfhed  himself  by  moderation  and  humanity,  while  the 
lliKiland  army  marched  Ttetorious  through  Scotland.  It  is 
remarkable  of  this  chief,  that  though  he  had  earnestly  re- 
monstrated against  the  attempt  as  hopeleu,  he  was  of  too 
heroic  a  spirit  not  too  renture  his  life  and  fortime  in  the 
cnu!>t>,  when  personally  asked  by  him  whom  be  thought  bis 
prince.  —  Koswatt. 

Sir  Walter  Scott  states.  In  his  Introduction  to  Redgmvntlct 
(M'areriey  Novels,  rol.xxxr.  p.  Tlil.  &c.),  that  the  gorem- 


from  hie  reverie,  like  a  person  waked  out  of  hi« 
sleep,  but  apoke  not  a  word.**^ 

Wlule  we  are  on  tbis  subject,  my  readen 
may  not  be  displeased  with  another  anecdote, 
oommunicated  to  me  by  the  same  friend,  from 
the  relation  of  Mr.  Hogarth. 

Johnson  used  to  be  a  pretty  frequent  Tisitor 
at  the  house  of  Mr.  Richardson,  author  of 
Clarissa,  and  other  noyds  of  ertensire  repu- 
tation.   Mr.  Hogarth    came  one  day  to  see 
Richardson,  soon  after  the  execution  of  Dr. 
Cameron  for  haying  taken  arms  for  the  house 
of  Stuart  in  1745-6 ;  and  beinff  a  warm  parti- 
san of  George  the  Second,  he  obsenred  to 
Richardson,  that  oertainly  there  must  have 
been  scHne  very  nnfavourable  circumstances 
lately  discorered  in  this  particular  case,  which 
had  induced  the  King  to  approre  of  an  execu* 
tion  for  rebellion  so  long  after  the  time  when    I 
it  was  committed,  as  this  had  the  appearance    ! 
of  putting  a  man  to  death  in  cold  blood^  and    ! 
was  very  nnlike  his  Maiesty^s  nsual  clemency.    ' 
While  he  was  talking,  he  perceived  a  person    j 
standing  at  a  window  in  the  room,  shakmg  his    1 
head,  and  rolling  himself  about  in  a  strange    j 
ridiculous  manner.    He  concluded  that  he  was    I 
an  idiot,  whom  his  relations  had  put  under  the    ^ 
care  of  Mr.  Richardson,  as  a  very  eood  man.    > 
To  his  great  surprise,  howeyer,   uiis  figure    < 
stalked  forwards  to  where  he  and  Mr.  Richard- 
son were  sitting,  and  all  at  once  took  up  the 
argument,  and  burst  out  into  an  inyecUye 
against  George  the  Second,  as  one  who,  upon    I 
aU  occasions,  was  imrelenting  and  barbarous ;     I 
mentioning  many  instances ;  particularly,  that    I 
when  an  officer  of  high  rank  had  been  acquitted 
by  a  court  martial,  George  the  Second  had,     i 
with  his  own  hand,  -struck  his  name  off  the 
list^    In  short,  he  displayed  such  a  power  of    ' 
eloquence,  that  Hogarth  looked  at  nim  with 
astonishment,  and  actually  imagined  that  this 
idiot  had  been  at  the  moment  inspired.  Neither 
Hogardi  nor  Johnson  were  made  known  to  each 
other  at  this  intenriew.® 


UMOt  of  Oeorge  II.  were  to  posnetslon  of  snfllcient  veldenco 
that  Dr.  Cameron  hod  returned  to  the  Highlands,  moi,  mm  be 
alleged  on  hts  trial,  for  fsmily  nflUrs  merely,  but  as  tli« 
secret  agent  of  the  Pretender  in  a  new  sciheine  of  rebellloo  : 
tlte  mintiters,  however,  prefcired  trying  this  tadefatlieable 
partisan  on  the  ground  of  hia  undeniable  share  In  the  Insur- 
rection of  1745,  rather  than  resetting  thcoiseHet  nod  tbeir 
mailer  firom  the  charge  of  harshness,  at  the  expenae  oC 
making  it  imlTorsally  known,  that  a  fresh  rebellion  bad  bce« 
in  agitation  so  late  as  ITSf.— Lockiia«t. 

*  Dr.  Cameron  was  execnied  on  Ibe  7th  of  Irnic,  I TM.  VIo 
Instance  can  be  traced  tn  the  War  or  Admiralty  OlBcra,  of 
any  ofllcer  of  high  rank  being  ttrock  oat  of' the  list  alMMSt 
that  period,  alter  aeqnittal  br  a  coort  martial.  It  wiay  l>e 
snrtmsed  that  Mr.  Hogarth  s  statement,  or  Sir  Joshaa*a 
report  of  it,  was  not  quite  accurate  in  details,  and  tli«s 
Johnson  might  hare  alluded  to  the  case  of  hit  tHend  General 
Oglethorpe,  who,  ^^Irr  mcfrntUti  bf  m  ttmrt-wmrUmi^  was  f  to 
use  a  vnlgar  but  expressive  phrase)  mti  smo*  ike  $ke4f.  —  See 
anti,y.  S5.  n.  €•  and  ptmi  p>  IflS.  n.  8.— >Cunc«a* 

*  Mrs.  Plossi  ssyt,  **  Mr.  Hogarth,  among  tbc  -rari^tT  of 
I  kindnesses  shown  to  me,  was  used  to  be  very  enrO'est  that    I 

I  should  obtain  the  acquaintance,  and.  If  poseiUei,  the  friend- 
>  »hlp,  of  Dr.  Johnson,  whoae  converaatlon  was  <be  oaid)  to 

the  t^k  of  other  men,  like  Titian's  painting  connptired  to 

Hudson'       "  ■ 

were 

the  latter.  ''^Is  not  contented  with  bellevhig 

Mrly  resolves,  I  think,  to  beUevu  nothing  bmi  ttse   Uible. 


ion*s.    Of  Dr.  Jobnson,  when  oiy  father  and  Vl<»wartls 

talking  together  abnut  blm  one  d^.  •*  That  hmub.  ^  os^td 

scter.  ''Is  not  contented  with  bellevnigthe  BIMe«  kttit  He 


r 
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la  1740,  Dr.  Johason  wrote  for  the  Gentte* 

man'f  lL«iiixie  the  "  Preface,** '  f  the «« Life  of 

Adiunl  Blake,**  *  and  the  first  parts  of  those 

of  •^Sir  Francia  Drake,**^  asd  ^'PhiliD  Bar- 

f«tier,"**bodi  which  he  finished  the  foUowing 

nar.  He  abo  wrote  an  **  Essaj  on  Epitaphs,**  * 

wad  in  **  Epitaph  on  Philips,  a  Mnsician,'** 

vkidi  was  afterwards  published,  with  spme 

otber  pieoes  of  his,  in  Mrs.  Wiliiam8*8  Miscel- 

haies.   Hus  Epitaph  is  so  exquisitely  beauti- 

fol,  that  I  remember   even  Lord    Karnes  ^ 

,  ftnafdj  preju^ced  as  he  was  against  Dr. 

JohaaoQ,  was  compelled  to  allow  it  verj  Ugh 

pnise.    It  has  been  ascribed  to  Mr.  Garridc, 

'  mm  ill  appearing  at  first  with  the  signature 

■  G.;  bot  I  osTe  heard  Mr.  Garrick  declare,  that 

it  was  written  bj  Dr.  J<^maon,  and  give  the 

.^ifloviog  account  of  the  manner  in  which  it 

WW  conpoaed.     Johnson  and  he  were  sitting 

to^Bether;  when,  amongst  other  things,  Garrick 

Kpeated  an  Epitaph  upon  this  Philips  bj  a 

Dr.  Wilkes,  in  these  words : 

*  Eisltcd  tool  I  whoie  hannony  eould  please 
TVe  lo«»'sick  virgin,  and  the  gouty  case ; 
Coald  Jarring  diaeord,  like  Amphion,  more 
To  bcaoSRHtt  order  and  hannanioaa  love ; 
Scit  here  in  pef<e,  till  angels  bid  thee  riM, 
And  meet  tby  blaiwd  Saviour  in  the  •kiei.*' 

Johnson  diook  his  head  at  these  common- 
pbcc  fimeral  lines,  and  sud  to  Garrick,  "I 
4ink.  Davy,  I  can  make  a  better .**  Tien, 
timi^  abont  his  tea  for  a  little  while,  in  a 
Aite  of  meditation,  he  almost  extempore  pro- 
duced the  following  verses : 

"  PbUJ|M»  trfaoee  toif«h  harmonious  could  remove 
Tbt  fangs  of  guilty  power  or  hapless  love ; 
Bat  here,  distreasM  by  poverty  no  more, 
Hcfe  fud  that  calm  thou  gav*M  so  oft  before ; 

ivztm  («ld«d  b«).  tbouith  M  wlie  a  fellow.  It  more  like 
K  X  Dsrld  than  Klnc  Solomon  :  for  he  uyi,  in  hit  hatte, 
<Mc  ftU  MM  an  lltrs.*^  Dr.  Johnton  made  four  linn  on  the 
^>^  of  poor  Hofarth,  which  vere  equallj  true  and  pleasing : 

*  IV  band  of  fain  here  torpid  lies. 

That  d«««  thr  esMiiUal  form  of  gnMX ; 
B««  rioiiiil  tn  death  the  attentive  eret. 
That  taw  the  asaaacrt  In  the  boe.'  ** 

'  I  kaev  ■■!,■*  aids  Mrs.  Ploasi,  *'  whjr  Oarrldi*t  were  «re- 
S«a  thit  quetclon  antwered,  and  the  linet 
mT,  tfh  Dreember  12. 1771.  —  Ckokkb. 
la  aachtaif  but  a  few  linei,  no  doubt  bf 
Bf  a  learned  ratar  on  the  "  Acu  Diuraa 
.''bf  some  other  hand.—  CaoKSR. 
waa  probablr  drawn  to  Barretter  by  Uitt 
a  Ibat  young  man,  who  it  represented  at 
kla  toUocy  a  prodigy  of  learning,  corre- 
•aaMis  to  bare  been  lomewhat,  and  yet  not 
one  as  to  the  almost  mh'aculous  extent 
and  eonfestet  that  he  bad  few  materlHlt 
,  Ivy  Barretter**  (iither ;  andcertHlnly  what 
ad  or  his  corrsspondence  in  the  Life  of  Mrs. 
Kdoea  aat  Justify  the  extraordinary  accounts 
**     •«  fuad  r<f  bis  learnhig  and  geotuft.    He  died  in  1740, 
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0i  the  I.ord«  of  Session  m  Scotland, 

of  Criticism,"  *•  Skelchet  of  the 

Mid  oibcr  iofenlout  works. -.CaoKsa. 
mf  Pblllps  Jt  In  tha  pnrch  of  Wolvertiampton 
part  of  k  Is  curious :  — 

'  iM9  Ck^triet   Clam4iHS  Pkiifpt,   mkose 

-  ^  ricdrs.  and  tnimitiMe  performaneet  mpom 
/Urn  itU^idmtiraUfmqf  all  that  knew  him.  Be 
V,  asadf  Ike  ttmr  «/  Europe,  and,  9fUt  the 
kn^t  ^foriwme,  died  lit  1 732  " 

t  to  bave  rsdtad  the  Terses  cor- 
es fbltowt.    One  of  the  various 


Sleep,  ttpdiiturb'd,  within  this  peeeeful  shrine. 
Till  angels  wake  thee  with  a  note  like  thine  i "  ^ 

At  the  same  time  that  Mr.  Garrick  favoured 
me  with  this  anecdote,  he  repeated  a  very 
pointed  Epigram  by  Johnson,  on  George  the 
becond  and  Collej  Gibber,  which  has  never  yet 
appeared,  and  of  which  I  know  not  the  exact 
date.  Dr.  Johnson  afterwards  gave  it  to  me 
himself: — 

**  Augustus  still  survives  in  Maro*s  strain, 
And  Spenser's  verse  prolongs  Eliza's  reign  ; 
Great  George's  acts  let  tuneful  Gibber  sing. 
For  Nature  fbrm'd  the  Poet  foe  the  King.** 

[JOHNSON  TO  MR.  PAUL.« 

**  St.  John's  Gate,  January  Slst,  174G-41. 
«*  Sir,  —  Dr.  James  presses  me  with  great 
warmth  to  remind  you  of  your  promise,  that  you 
would  exert  your  interest  with  Mr.  Warren  to 
bring  their  affiiirs  to  a  speedy  conclusion ;  this  you 
know,  Sir,  I  have  some  right  to  insist  upon,  as  Mr. 
Cave  was,  in  some  degree,  diverted  from  attending 
to  the  arbitration  by  my  assiduity  in  expediting  the 
agreement  between  you ;  but  I  do  not  imagine 
many  arguments  necessary  to  prevail  upon  Mr. 
Warren  to  do  what  seems  to  be  no  less  desired  by 
him  than  the  Doctor.  If  he  entertains  any  sus- 
picion that  I  shall  endeavour  to  enforce  the 
Doctor's  arguments,  I  am  willing,  and  more  than 
barely  willing,  to  forbear  all  mention  of  the  ques- 
tion. He  that  desires  only  to  do  right,  can  oblige 
nobody  by  acting,  and  must  offend  every  man  that 
expects  fikvours.  It  is  perhaps  for  this  reason 
that  Mr.  Cave  seems  very  much  inclined  to  re- 
sign the  office  of  umpire ;  and  since  I  know  not 
whom  to  propose  in  his  place  equally  qualified  and 
disinterested,  and  am  yet  desired  to  propose  some- 
body, I  believe  the  most  eligible  method  of  deter- 
mining thb  vexatious  affiur  will  be,  that    each 


readings  It  remarkable,  at  it  is  the  germ  of  Johnson's  con- 
doding  line :  — 

**  Rxslted  tool,  ikf  varwms  $omnds  conld  pleste 
The  love-tick  Tlrgln,  and  the  gouty  ease ; 
Could  Jarring  crtwdt,  like  old  Amphlon,  move 
To  beauteous  order  and  harmonious  love ; 
Rest  here  in  peace,  till  angeli  bid  thee  rise, 
And  ntect  thy  Savkmr's  omaorl  In  the  tkiet.'* 

Blakswat. 

By  eotuort.  In  the  above  lines,  I  suppose  concert  is  meant ; 

but  still  I  do  not  tee  the  germ  of  Johnson 't  thought 

CaoKsa. 

*  Thit  It  the  flrtt  of  a  dozen  lettrrt  or  notet  of  Johnton 
(communicated  to  me  by  Mr.  Peter  Cunningham)  addressed, 
two  In  1741,  and  the  rest  in  1755-6,  to  a  Mr.  Lewlt  Paul,  of 
Birmingham  and  subtequently  of  Brook  Green,  Hsmmer. 
smith.  They  relate  to  tome  quettlon  of  business  between 
Paul,  Warren  the  Birmingham  bookseller.  Dr.  James,  and 
Cave,  Johnson  acting  at  a  common  friend  of  all  the  partiet. 
The  case  leemt  to  have  been  that  Paul  had  invented  what 
Cave  calls  **  a  machine  for  making  the  new  $pindlei  for 
ifimmtng  wool  and  eoUon,*^  Towards  trying  this.  Warren  Mnd 
James  appear  to  have  advanced  monev  ;  and  on  some  dilTer- 
eoce  between  them.  Cave,  at  Johnson^s  request,  consented  to 
bean  umpire.  Cave,  however,  who.  as  Johnson  tays  in  his  Life, 
impaired  his  fortune  by  innumerable  projects,  or  which  none 
succeeded."  had  htm»elf  tome  pecunUrv  interest  in  the  con- 
cern—as landlord.  It  seems,  of  the  mill  in  which  tlie  machine 
was  worked  I  and  in  1756.  Johnson  wat  sfAin  roediaiing 
between  Paul  and  Cave's  representatives.  The  whule  nfl'air 
it  vary  obscure,  and  the  letters,  though  marked  with  John- 
son's usual  good  sense,  are  perhaps  hardly  woith  InMTt- 
ing ;  vet  I  son  willing  to  preserve  tnem  as  additional  pruub 
of  Ills  kindncst  to  his  friends,  and  a*  alTurding  gIim|>4P4  ••(  his 
life  at  periods  of  which  Boswell  knew  nothing.  Thi-  orit^inAlt 
are  in  the  possasaion  of  Mr.  L.ewis  Pooock. — Cboklr.  imS. 
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pmrtj  Uimild  draw  ap  in  •  nutow  fwup— i  bUovn 
•Utc  of  the  CMC,  and  hU  demand  tfpon  the  other ; 
and  each  aliate  toinewhat,  of  whicb  binuelf  or  his 
friend*  majr  think  due  to  him  by  the  laira  of  rigid 
justice.  Tbit  will  teem  a  tedious  method,  but 
will,  I  hope,  be  shortened  bj  the  desire,  so  often 
eipftn««d  on  each  side,  of  a  speedy  dcfcnninataon. 
If  i'itht'r  psrty  ean  make  uw  of  me  in  thi»  tnmaac- 
tion,  in  which  there  is  no  opportuoitj  tot  malero- 
lence  or  prejudice  to  csert  tbexnselTcs*  I  shall  be 
well  tati^fted  with  the  employment. 

Mr.  Cave,  who  knows  to  whom  T  am  writing, 
deikiroi  me  to  mention  bis  interest*,  of  which  I  neJd 
nut  remind  jou  that  it  is  complicated  with  yours  ; 
and  thercfure  cannot  be  neglected  by  you  without 
opfNjnition  to  mutiircs,  far  strongtr  than  the  per- 
suo«ir>ns  of.  Sir,  your  humble  serrant, 
^  Poeock,  MSS,  ^  Sam.  Johvsoit.'' 

JOHNSON  TO  PAUL, 
/«  Birmingham, 

**  At  the  Blaek  Boy.  orw  snalnft  Dorhsai  Ysrd. 
"  llCraiMl.  March  list,  1741. 

«  Sia,  —  The  hurry  of  removing  and  some  other 
hhidrances,  have  kept  ma  from  writing  to  you  since 
you  left  us,  nor  should  I  have  allowed  myselfthe  plea- 
■ure  of  doing  it  now,  but  that  the  Doctor  ^  James]  has 
pre%wd  roc  to  oflTer  you  a  proposal,  which  I  know 
not  why  he  docs  not  rather  make  himself;  but  hu 
request,  whatever  be  the  reason  oi  it,  u  too  small 
to  be  denied.  He  proposes,  —  1 .  To  pey  you  imme- 
diately, or  give  you  satisfactory  security  for  the 
speedy  payment  of /1 00.  2.  To  exchange  gene- 
ral releases  with  &Ir.  Warren.  These  proposals 
he  makes  upon  the  conditions  formerly  olFered, 
that  the  bargain  for  spindles  shall  be  vacated. 
The  securities  for  Mr.  \Varren*s  debts  released, 
and  the  debt  of  £65  remitted  with  the  addition 
of  this  new  article,  that  Mr.  Warren  shall  give  him 
the  books  boufcht  for  the  carrying  on  of  their  joint 
undertaking.  What  difference  this  new  demand  may 
make,  I  cannot  tell,  nor  do  I  intend  to  be  under- 
stood in  these  proposals  to  express  any  of  my  own 
sentiments,  but  merely  to  write  after  a  dictation. 
I  b«lieve  I  have  expressed  the  Doctor's  meaning, 
but  being  disappointed  of  an  interview  with  him, 
cannot  shew  him  thii,  and  he  generally  hints  bis 
intentions  somewhat  obtcurely. 

He  is  verv  impatient  for  an  answer,  and  de- 
nres  me  to  importune  you  for  one  by  the  return 
of  the  post.  I  am  not  willing,  in  thb  affair,  to 
request  anything  on  my  own  account :  for  you 
know  already,  that  an  agreement  can  only  be  niade 
by  a  communication  of  your  thoughts  and  a  speedy 
agreement  only  by  an  expeditious  communication. 

I  hope  to  write  soon  on  some  more  agreeable 
subject  i  tor  though,  perhaps,  a  man  cannot  easily 


>  **  I  havs  no  •neoorsfMnsnt  tomrotlon  snrthlaf  ofay 
aAlrv  In  Mr.  Paul,  after  lurh  a  lHt«r  at  he  tent  to  Mr.  John- 
im.  who  htkA  miidf*  mnii*  nrntlon  or  enquiry  for  m«.  rhoush 
I  Ain  to  b«>  ke|it  In  thedark,  I  tuppoto  )ou  « ho  are  on  the 
•|KH  miiti  know  whiit  hopet  fou  hure  of  heing  reimburaed 
your  inunry.  and  ihatl  be  |rt«d  of  a  line  no  that  brad.**  Cave 
h  Mr.  harren,  m  mrmumgkam,  JpHI  9.  1741.-.  P.  Cum- 

|ll«l.M»ll. 

'  I'hu  it  an  arrsnn-mf^t  of  the  report  of  •  debate  between 
CrnmvrH  and  a  Mitnmitiee  of  the  Varlumrnt.  It  it  to  tie 
re|<rrti«il  that  J(»hn»iin  iti«t  not  ralhrr  rrprtnt  the  nriirtnal 
re|x<ri.  «hirh  thr  r«iii>ut  of  th«>  HarliaiDcntary  Hitiory  do 

*  ll<t«tfirU  iniut  mraii  that  the  tutt  mmd  rrehuipe  rom* 
{wMlfiiHi  \*y  Johnton  it^irtn  at  thlt  d«te  ;  tteraute  we  htre 
•wu  liial  he  had  bcvn  euiplujc^  oa  thvt  drhatei  a*  sai  ly  at 


1738.  I,  however,  tee  abundant  rfmsoo  to  brilere  that  b« 
wrnce  them  from  the  time  (June  173<)  that  they  aatume<d  t*>m 
LiUtpmUan  title.  aiKl  eren  the  '*  Introdurtioa  '*  to  thu  nrm 
form  it  etldently  hU  (  and  when  Mr.  Botwell  limitt  Jnhn»«tft*0 
thare  to  the  '.Od  of  Frb.  1743,  he  refrrt  to  the  dat^  of  ih* 
dtbatf  ttaelf,  and  not  to  that  of  the  rrp&rt^  for  the  dr  Uiie*  ,>•«» 
the  (till  Art  (rrrtalnly  reported  by  Juhnton).  which  lu»«k. 
place  in  Krb  1743,  wrre  not  ronrhMied  in  the  Mapia  t,r  t.;i 
FrhriiAry,  1744  :  to  that  luttcad  of  two  yrart  axtd  nin^ 
moiuhi.  arctirding  to  Mr.  BtiawfU'i  rerkoolnir.  we  havr  | 
thiitk.  Johnftuii't  own  pfidrnce  that  he  was  rm^tlojed  iii  tlk.« 
way  for  nr.tr  ttx  year*  —  from  ITSm  to  1744.  —  Caoaia. 
*  I  tiippoac,  ui  aiMtber  conpilaUon  of  tfes  aaac  kind.  >_ 

BotW»LL. 

>  IXmbUea*.  Lord  Hsrdwkka. — Boswtix. 


find  more  pleasing  employmcDt  than  of  reconciling 
variances,  he  may  certainty  amuse  himself  better 
by  any  other  business,  than  of  interposing  in  con- 
troversies which  grow  every  day  more  distant  from 
accommodation,  which  has  been  hitherto  my  fate  ; 
but  I  hope  my  endeavours  will  be,  hereafter,  more 
successful.  I  am.  Sir,  youxs,  &c., 
—  PococA,  MSS.  •*  Sam.  Johmsox."] 

In  1741  he  wrote  for  the  Gentleman's  Ma^ra- 
zine  the  **  Preface  ;"t  **  Conclusion  of  his  Lives 
of  Drake  and  Barretier  f  •  "  A  free  Translation 
of  the  Jests  of  Hierocles,  with  an  Introduc- 
tion ;**f  and,  I  think,  the  following  pieces: 
"Debate  on  the  Proposal  of  Parliament  to 
Cromwell,  to  assume  the  Title  of  King,  abridged 
modified,  and  digested ;"*!  ^Translation  of 
Abb4  Gujon*8  Dissertation  on  the  Amazons  Cf 
"  Translation  of  Fontenelle*s  Panegyric  on  Dr. 
Morin.*'t  Two  notes  upon  this  appear  to  me 
undoubtedlj  his.  He  tnis  year,  and  the  two 
following,  wrote  the  Parliamentary  Debates. 
He  told  me  himself,  that  he  was  the  sole  com- 
poser of  them  for  those  three  jears  only.  He 
was  not,  however,  precisely  exact  in  his  state- 
ment,  which  he  mentioned  from  hasty  recol- 
lection ;  for  it  is  sufficiently  evident,  that  his 
composition  of  them  began  November  19. 1740, 
and  ended  February  23. 1742-8.' 

It  appears  from  some  of  Cave's  letters  to  Dr. 
Birch,  that  Cave  had  better  assistance  for  that 
branch  of  his  Magazine,  than  has  been  generally 
supposed ;  and  that  he  was  indefatigable  inget-  t 
ting  it  made  as  perfect  as  he  could.  Thus,  I 
21st  July,  1735,  | 

"  I  trouble  you  with  the  inclosed,  because  you 
said  you  could  easily  correct  what  b  here  given  for 
Lord  Chesterfield's  speech.  I  beg  you  will  do  «o 
as  soon  as  ytm  can  for  me,  becatise  the  month  is  &r 
advanced.** 

And  ISth  July,  1737, 

**  As  you  remember  the  debates  so  fiv  as  to  per- 
ceive  the  speeches  already  printed  are  not  eiact«  I  ^ 
beg  the  favour  that  you  will  peruse  the  iiKloacd,  j 
and,  in  the  best  manner  your  memory  will  servcw 
correct  the  mistaken  passages,  or  add  any  thing  that 
is  omitted.  I  should  be  very  glad  to  have  some- 
thing of  the  Duke  of  Newcastle's  speech,  which 
would  be  particularly  of  service.  A  gentleman 
has  Lord  Bathurst's  speech  to  add  something  tob.**        \ 

And  July  3,  1744, 

**  You  will  see  what  stupid,  low,  abominable     ' 
stuff  is  put  *  upon  your  noble  and  leained  friend's  * 
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chaneter,  such  as  I  should  quite  reject,  and  en> 
desiToar  to  do  aomething  better  towards  doing  jus- 
tice to  the  character.     But  as  I  cannot  expect  to 
tttuQ  mj  desire  in  that  respect,  it   would  be  a 
gnai  ntisfactioD,  as  well  as  an  honour  to  our 
vork.  to  bare  the  fiiTOur  of  the  genuine  speech. 
It  B  I  method  that  sereral  have  been  pleased  to 
tiie.  IS  I  could  show,  but  I  think  myself  under  a 
wtnint    I  shall  say  so  fiu-,  that  I  have  had  some 
hj  a  third  haod«  which  I  understood  well  enough 
to  rone  from  the  first ;  others  by  peony-post,  and 
otben  by  the  ipcakers  themselves,  wl)o  have  been 
j  fiaatd  to  visit  St.  John's  Gate,  and  show  particular 
oarb  of  their  being  pleased.**— [Birch*s  MSS.  in 
Brit.  Mas.  4302.] 

There  19  no  reaaon^  I  believe,  to  doubt  tbe 
Tcndty  of  Cave.  It  is,  however,  remarkable 
tbt  Done  of  theee  letters  are  in  the  years  dur- 
mg  vhidi  Johnson  alone  furnished  the  Debates, 
ami  one  of  them  is  in  the  veir  year  after  he 
oeaied  from  that  labour.  Johnson  told  me, 
tiut  as  soon  as  he  found  that  the  roeeches  were 
tliought  genuine,  he  determined  that  he  would 
Trite  DO  more  of  them ;  '*  for  he  would  not  be 
Kceuory  to  the  propagation  of  falsehood." 
And  sodi  was  the  tenderness  of  his  conscience, 
tbjt  s  jJiort  time  before  his  death  he  expressed 
•'»  regret  for  his  havinff  been  the  author  of 
6(iioiu,  which  had  passed  for  realities. 

He  nevertheless  agreed  with  me  in  thinking 
^  the  debates  which  he  had  framed  were  to 
]^  valued  as  orations  upon  questions  of  public 
bportance.  Thej  have  accordingly  been  col- 
I'^idd  in  volumes,  pro^ly  arranged,  and 
n^-fiQunended  to  the  notice  of  parliamentary 
H<^ers  by  a  preface,  written  by  no  inferior 


I 


I 


'•lU. 


Chat  the  editor  is  Mr.G«orge  Chalmerg, 
orks  are  well  known  and  eiteemed.— 
ThJ«  eoltcction  te  tUtcd  In  the  Preface  to  the 
ry  Hbloty,  vol.  x.,  to  be  very  Incomplete :  of 
"^-fjAwo  Mmif,  twelve  are  ffven  under  wronir  dates,  and 
»  'i:  of  Jukauoa't  t»eet  cocnpoelUoni  are  whoUv  omitted ; 
*^ r« Qdwri  the  tmportaat  debate ofFeb.  IS  1^41,  on  Mr. 
^^n'l  mmlmt  tor  the  reoioval  of  Sir  RobertWalpole :  other 
•^*«iiw.  e^iuDy  striklnf ,  are  complained  of.  —  Caoasa. 

'  ^  y  Hawhtae'e  accxrant  of  the  origin  and  progrei*  of 
"^  '.'■■■•  eC  fepoiUiig  the  debatet  amfof  Johnson*!  share 
•  <**tM  In^  (pp.  94^131)  to  be  Introduced  here,  but  Is 
'jTrid  a4  worth  eeoaulting.  Hawkins,  however,  seems  (as 
**<  •  tW  4Cber  biographers)  to  have  overrated  the  value,  to 
***  *ad  the  pobHe.  of  Johnson's  Parliaraenury  Debates. 

r  H  AiMB  fa  tHm  a^'mtmt'm  tA  th*   Parll«iii«nt«r«  HiBtgrj  foi 


k«ws  ta  I 

•4  nil). 


to  the  Parliamentary  Historr  foi 
of  Cave's  rivals,  the  London  Maga- 


/^•ksad  P.arlor  Boeslvn).  Or.  Johnson,  Di 
^««»r  of  Horm),  Mnrphv  himself,  and 
*«*■  Ce  Imp  Mr.  Pooce.    An  important  debal 


eaeeOed  ihm   Oentlemmt'i  Magaxine,  In   the 
"*?  nd  accufaCT  of  Its  parliamentary  reports,  whirh 
««Mribiaed  bf  Gordon,  the  translator  of  Tacitus.    Of 
'  tvpem  la  the  OemUemam'i   Ma$aMine^  Mr.  Murphy 
**  —'l^ia  iolineoQ  wae  tbe  author  of  the   detMtes 
*>*  *ft  gtasjaUy  kaowrn  ;  bot  the  secret  transpired  several 
raa  avowed  by  himself  on  the  following 
''-^^:«>Mr.  Wedderbome    (afterwards    Lord   Iiough- 

Dr.  Francis  (the 
others,  dined 
aportant  debate  towards  the 
7*  "^  W  Kobnrt  Walp(rte*s  administration  being  men- 
*  "^«  Dr.  rrmicie  eboerved.  **  that  Mr  Pltrs  speech  on  that 
»-*wa  «as  tW  beet  be  had  ever  read."  He  added,  "  that 
^  *^  imilMjtii  eMkt  years  of  his  life  fai  tbe  study  of  De- 
and  aalifaed  a  translation  of  that  celebrated 
•0  the  dc«oratloiii  of  style  and  language  within 
raprity :  Imt  hm  had  met  with  nothing  equal 
rb  above  mcotiooed.*'  Many  of  the  companv 
and  some  nassages  were  dted  witn 
apptaone  of  ail  present.  During  the 
'^  (iimiisMilwi.  Jofcoeoo  remauied  silent.  As  soon 
m  m  •».««.  ^  pg^^  sobeidiid.  be  opened  with  these 

1  vraie  la  a  ftfret  Id  Kaater  Street " 


hand.^  I  must,  however,  observe,  that,  al- 
though there  is  in  those  debates  a  wonderful 
store  of  political  information,  and  -v&ry  power- 
ful eloquence,  I  cannot  a^ee  that  they  exhibit 
the  manner  of  each  particular  speaker,  as  Sir 
John  Hawkins  seems  to  think.  But,  indeed, 
what  opinion  can  we  have  of  his  judgment  and 
taste  in  public  speaking,  who  presumes  to  give, 
as  the  characteristics  of  two  celebrated  orators, 
"  the  deep-mouthed  rancour  of  Pulteney,  and 
the  yelping  pertinacity  of  Pitt?*** 


CHAPTER  Vn. 
1741-1744. 


"  htneJ*  —  Rttntm  of  the  **  Conduct  of  the  Dueheu 
of  Marlborough.** ^LiveM  of  Burman  and  Syden^ 
ham. —  "  Pr^fosaisfor  Bibliotheca  Ilarieiana.'* -^ 
ProjecU  a  History  of  ParliamaU.  —  DispuU  be- 
tween Crouaaz  and  Warburton  —  **  Dedication  to 
Jamee'e  Dictionary  "  —  «  Friendship,  an  Ode."—* 
Extreme  Indigence.  —  Richard  Savage,  —  ^aee- 
dotes.  —  "  The  Life  of  Savage.**--  Countest  of 
Macclesfield.  —  "  Preface  to  the  Harleian  Mi»ceU 
lany.*' 

Tras  year  I  find  that  his  tragedy  of  Ibene  had 
been  for  some  time  ready  for  the  stage,  and 
that  his  necessities  made  him  desirous  of  get- 
ting as  much  as  he  could  for  it  without  delay ; 
for  there  is  the  following  letter  from  Mr.  Cave 
to  Dr.  Birch,  in  the  same  volume  of  manuscripts 


The  company  was  struck  with  astonishment.  After  staring 
at  each  other  In  silent  amaie.  Dr.  Francis  asked  how  that 
speech  could  be  written  by  him  ?  **  Sir."  said  Johnson,  **  I 
wrote  It  in  Exeter  Street.  I  never  have  been  in  the  ^lerv 
of  the  House  of  Commons  but  once,  (^ve  had  interest  with 
the  door-keepers.  He,  and  the  persons  employed  under  him, 
gained  admitunce:  they  brought  away  the  subject  ofdis. 
cussion,  the  names  of  the  spealiers,  the  sides  they  tooli,  and 
the  order  in  which  they  rose,  together  with  notes  of  the 
arguments  advanced  in  the  course  of  the  debate.  The  whole 
was  afterwards  communicated  to  me,  and  I  composed  the 
speeches  in  the  form  which  they  now  have  in  the  Farlia- 
menury  Debates."  To  this  discovery  Dr.  Francis  made 
answer :  —  *'  Then,  sir,  you  have  exceeded  Demonthenes 
himself,  for  to  say  that  you  have  exceeded  Francis's  Demos- 
thenes, would  be  saying  nothing."  lite  rest  of  the  com))any 
bestowed  lavish  encoroTuros  on  Johnson :  one,  In  particular, 
praised  his  impartiality  ;  observing,  that  be  dealt  out  reason 
and  eloquence  with  an  equal  hand  to  both  parties.  **  That 
is  not  quite  true,"  said  Johnson ;  "  I  saved  appearances 
tolerably  well,  but  I  to<dt  care  that  the  Waio  Dooi  should 
not  have  the  best  of  it."  ~  Murphy. 

The  speech  q/*  Mr.  Puts  referred  to  was,  no  doubt,  the 
celebrated  reply  tc  old  Horace  Walpole.  beginning  **  The 
atrocious  crime  of  being  a  young  man,"  Bfarch  10. 1741 ;  but 
there  is  In  the  statement  a  slight  inaccuracy,  tirining,  per- 
haps, flrom  a  slip  of  Johnson's  memory,  who,  by  Mr.  Bos- 
well's  list  of  Johnson's  residences,  appears  not  to  have  resided 
in  £jirlrr  Street  after  bis  return  to  London  in  17S7.  But  he 
may  have  resided  there  a  second  time,  or,  after  the  lapse  of 
so  many  years,  have  forgotten  the  exact  place.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  that  Murphy's  report  was  accurate. 

It  is  very  remarkable  that  Dr.  Maty,  who  wrote  the  Life 
and  edited  the  Works  of  Lord  Chesterfield,  with  the  use  of 
his  Lordship's  papers,  under  the  eye  of  his  sorviving  friends, 
and  in  tbe  lifetime  of  Johnson,  should  have  published,  as 
'*  specimens  of  his  Lordship's  eloquence,  in  the  strong  ner- 
vous style  of  Deroostheaet,  as  well  as  in  the  witty  Ironical 
manner  of  Tully,"  three  speeches,  which  are  certainly  John- 
eon's  composition.  See  Cheeterlleld's  Works,  vol.  U.  p.  tl9. 
and^osl,  ms^  IS.  177S.  —  Ciokib. 
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in  the  British  Museum,  from  which  I  copied 
those  above  quoted.  The^  were  most  obligingly 
pointed  out  to  me  bj  Sir  William  Musmve, 
one  of  the  curators  [trustees]  of  that  noble  re- 
pository. 

"Sept.  9. 1741. 
"  I  have  put  Mr.  JohniOD*i  pla j  into  Mr.  Gray's  i 
hands,  in  order  to  sell  it  to  him,  if  he  is  inclined  to 
buy  it ;  but  I  doubt  whctlier  he  will  or  not  lie 
would  dispose  of  the  copy,  and  whatever  advantage 
may  be  made  by  acting  it.  Would  your  society  *, 
or  any  gentleman,  or  body  of  men  that  you 
know,  uke  such  a  bargain  ?  He  and  I  are  very 
unfit  to  deal  with  theatrical  persons.  Fleetwood 
was  to  have  acted  it  last  season,  but  Johnson's  dif- 
fidence or  *  prevented  it.** 

I  have  already  mentioned  that  **  Irene  **  was 
not  brought  into  public  notice  till  Garrick  was 
manager  of  Dmry-lano  Theatre. 

In  1742  ^  he  wrote  for  the  Gentleman's  Ma- 
gazine, the  " Preface," t  ^«  "Parliamentary 
Debates,"*  "Essay  on  the  Account  of  the 
Conduct  of  the  Duchess  of  Marlborough,"* 
then  the  popular  topic  of  conversation.  This 
Essay  is  a  short  but  masterly  performance. 
We  find  him,  in  No.  13.  of  his  Kambler,  cen- 
suring a  profligate  sentiment  in  that  "Ac- 
count,"* and  again  (10th  Sept  1773)  insisting 
upon  it  strenuously  in  conversation.  **An 
Account  of  the  Life  of  Peter  Burman,"*  I  be- 
lieve chiefly  taken  from  a  foreign  publication  ; 
as,  indeed,  he  could  not  himself  snow  much 
about  Burman ;  "  Additions  to  his  Life  of  Bar- 
retier,"  ♦  "  The  Life  of  Sydenham,"  •  afterwards 
prefixed  to  Dr.  Swan*s  edition  of  his  works ; 
*'  Proposals  for  printing  Bibliotheca  Harleiana, 
or  a  Catalogue  of  the  Library  of  the  Earl  of 
Oxford."  *  His  account  of  that  celebrated  col- 
lection of  books,  in  which  he  displays  the  im- 
portance to  literature,  of  what  the  French  call 
a  eatalogve  rauomiU^  when  the  subjects  of  it  are 
extensive  and  various,  and  it  is  executed  with 
ability,  cannot  fail  to  impress  all  his  readers 
with  admiration  of  his  philological  attainments. 
It  was  afterwards  prefixed  to  the  first  volume 
of  the  Catalogue,  in  which  the  Latin  accounts 
of  books  were  written  br  him.  He  was  em« 
ployed  in  this  business  by  Mr.  Thomas  Osborne* 
the  bookseller,  who  purchased  the  library  for 


i  John  Oray  wst  s  booka^Hvr,  at  the  CroM  Key*  lo  the 
Poultry,  the  shop  fanaerly  kept  by  Dr.  Samuel  Chandler. 
hikf  hit  predecM«or,  h«  became  a  dtMwntlng  mtnitter ;  but 
be  after wardfl  tnok  orden  In  the  cburcb,  and  held  a  liriog  at 
RijK>n  (n  Yorkahlra.  ~  Watorr. 

>  Not  the  Rofal  Socletr  (a*  Boawell  In  hit  t«o  flrtc  edi- 
tions had  ttranceijr  tXMtcd]  ,  bat  the  **  Society  for  the  Kn- 
efiurM){«>ineiit  of  Leamln|t.'  of  whfrh  T>r.  Birch  vas  a  leading 
wmtn-r.  Thrlr  oUect  was,  to  a«»ttC  authors  in  printing 
ex(»«Mi«lTe  works.  Tl  exifted  from  aboat  1735  to  174^.  when, 
httinit  Incurred  a  considerable  debt,  tt  waa  dissoired.— 
BotwILL. 

*  I'hrre  Is  no  sraaun  bare,  but  a  mart  blank  ;  to  All  up 
which  mtf  be  an  •xerclse  for  Ingenious  conjecture — Bos. 
wrLL.    Protiabiy  Mmiethlng  equivalent  to  the  fwersr  qf  tf/. 

«  From  one  of  hU  lactert  to  a  fHend,  wrlltMi  In  Jone,  1749. 
It  should  seem  that  be  thm  purfv^sed  to  write  a  play  on  the 
Ml4«^  of  Charles  ibe  Tweirth  of  Sweden,  and  to  have  It 
rewljr  for  the  ensuing  winter.  Tba  paisaga  alluded  lo,  bow. 
fwr,  la  aoaavbac  amhinnma  t  sbA  cha  vorh  vblcb  ba  tb«n 


13,000/.,  a  sum  which  Mr.  Oldys  says,  in  one 
of  his  manuscripts,  was  not  more  than  the  bind- 
ing  of  the  books  had  cost  "^ ;  yet,  as  Dr.  John- 
son assured  me,  the  slowness  of  the  sale  was 
such,  that  there  was  not  much  ^ined  by  it. 
It  has  been  confidentlT  related,  with  many  em- 
bellishments, that  Johnson  one  day  knocked 
Osborne  down  in  his  shop  with  a  folio,  and  put 
his  foot  upon  his  neck.  The  simple  truth  I  had 
from  Johnson  himself.  **  Sir,  he  waa  imperti- 
nent to  me,  and  I  beat  him.  But  it  was  not  in 
his  shop :  it  was  in  my  own  chamber.** 

A  very  diligent  observer  may  trace  him 
where  we  shoiud  not  easily  suppose  him  to  be 
found.  I  have  no  doubt  that  he  wrote  the 
little  abridgment  entitled  '*  Forei^rn  History,*' 
in  the  Magazine  for  December.  To  prove  it, 
I  shall  quote  the  Introduction :  — 

**  As  this  is  that  season  of  the  year  in  which 
Nature  may  be  said  to  command  a  siupensioa  of 
hostiliticsi  and  which  seems  intended,  by  putting  a 
short  stop  to  violence  and  slaughter,  to  afford  time 
for  malice  to  relent,  and  animosity  to  subside;  we 
can  scarce  expect  any  other  account  than  of  plana, 
negotiations,  and  treaties,  of  proposals  for  peace, 
and  preparations  for  war." 

As  also  this  passage :  — 

"  Let  those  who  despise  the  capacity  of  tt-.e 
Swiss,  tell  us  by  what  wonderful  policy,  or  by  wliat 
happy  conciliation  of  interests,  it  it  brought  topa««, 
that  in  a  body  made  up  of  diflerent  communitiirs 
and  different  religions,  there  should  be  no  civil 
commotions,  though  the  people  are  so  warlike,  that 
to  nominate  and  raise  an  army  is  the  same.'* 

I  am  obliged  to  Mr.  Astle*  for  his  reatly 
permission  to  copy  the  two  following  letters,  of 
which  the  originals  are  in  his  possession.  Tlnnr 
contents  show  that  they  were  written  al>out 
this  time,  and  that  Johnson  was  now  enrm{;c*tl 
in  preparing  an  historical  account  of  the  Bntijih 
Parliament. 

JOHNSON  TO   CAVE. 

CAug.  170.) 
*'Sia,-— I  brieve  I  am  going  to  write  a  lont? 
letter,  and  have  therefore  taken  a  whole  sheet  of 
paper.     The  first  thing  to  be  written  about  is  our 
historieal  design. 

'*  You  mentioned  the  proposal  of  printing   in 


had  In  contemplation  may  have   been   a  kutarg  of    ih^a 
monarrb.  —  Malons. 

'  ••  A  late  frmale  minfitrr  r/  state  bas  been  •ham«>)r  »« 
enough  to  Infnrni  the  »orld,  th.(t  ahr  lued,  whrn  the  wanta-ri 
to  extract  any  thine  from  her  tnveretgn.  to  remind  b'  r  «>, 
Montalfne'c  re>>onln(r;  who  hat  drtrrmtned.  that  %n  t^lt  « 
•ecrK  to  a  friend  u  no  breach  of  ftdelitj.  because  the  n«irRbv>r 
of  per  toot  fruited  It  mtt  iniilttpl.cd.  —  a  manaii<l  hii  fr»«o<A 
beinK  Tirtukllf  the  la'ce.'*  Ra»'bJcr,  No.  1}  —  Wbiunt 

*  The  lame  who  It  introduced  into  the  Dundad  nnd«*r    •-     _ 

Sitting  ctrriimfttanm,  which  dt>i;rar«  Pope  rather  tt  .  «<^ 
tbonie,  of  whom  J<>hntoo  mt«  tn  hit  Life  of  the  p«**t,  i  .^ 
bit  "  Impattible  dulnnt  **  would  not  IImI  tbe  taUre.  He  •!  ^  ^ 
In  I7C—  Caoaaa. 

T  See  Centura  Ltteraria.  rol.  L  p.  4M.  —  Watoar. 

>  Thomat  Attle,  Etq .  minf  yean  Keeper  ef  the  R»^et*-«f  « 
In  the  Tower,  one  of  the  Keeper*  of  tbe  Paper  Ofllcr.  *•  .«f 
Trti«tee  of  tha  Hr tilth  Mutenin.  lie  roatrlbutrd  n.a  ^ 
artirle*  to  the  Arrhv^tlofla  ;  but  hit  prlnetpal  work  wat  t  a.«» 
**  On  Kin  and  Proerett  nf  Writlnir,  as  well  HleteglfPt>l<  -^^ 
Kleweotafy.**    Hadlad  Dae.  I.  ltOa.»WMMn.  ^ 
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Buoibcn«taii  altcratiao  in  the  icbeme,  but  I  be- 
iie«fl  JOB  mistook,  some  way  or  other,  my  meaning; 
I  had  BO  other  view  than  that  you  might  rather 
prim  too  many  of  five  sheets,  than  of  fire  and 
thlrtr. 

*  With  regard  to  what  I  shall  say  on  the  man- 
orr  of  procMding,  I  would  have  it  understood  as 
vUIy  miiflerent  to  me,  and  my  opinion  only,  not 
■T  fooltttion.     BmpioriM  tit  tUgert, 

*  I  tkink  the  imertion  of  the  exact  dates  of  the 
■art  Mpmfit  events  in  the  margin,  or  of  ao  many 
etcoii  as  nay  enable  the  render  to  regulate  the 
order  of  freti  witib  sufficient  exactness,  the  proper 
Bvdioa  bttvecn  a  journal,  which  has  regard  only 
to  tint,  sod  a  history,  which  ranges  facts  according 
10  tbcir  dependence  on  each  other,  and  postpones 
or  ottapatcs  according  to  the  convenience  of  nar- 
ntioo.  I  think  the  work  ought  to  paruke  of  the 
spirit  of  history,  which  is  contrary  to  minute  exact- 
c«v,  lod  of  the  regularity  of  a  journal,  which  is 
iocoosiMait  with  spirit.  For  this  reason,  I  neither 
*^it  aoflrfien  or  dates,  nor  r^ect  them. 

*  I  sm  of  your  opinion  with  regard  to  placing 
"Bovt  of  the  resolutions,  &c  in  the  margin,  and 
t^iok  ve  fball  give  the  most  complete  account  of 
piHisiacBtary  proceedings  that  can  be  contrived. 
IV  asked  papera,  without  an  historical  treatise 
:fl(crworen,  require  some  other  book  to  make  them 
imdcntaod.  I  will  date  the  succeeding  facts  with 
*«M  cisetacas,  but  I  think  in  the  margin. 

*  Too  teU  ne  oa  Saturday  that  I  had  received 
^■mey  oo  this  work,  and  fbund  set  down  1 32!.  2t.  6</. 
rvrkooiag  the  half  guinea  of  last  Saturday.  As  you 
hctrd  to  me  that  you  bad  many  calls  for  money,  I 
*o«U  act  prcas  you  too  hard,  and  therefore  shall 
^esre  only,  as  I  send  it  in,  two  guineas  for  a  sheet 
«f«ipy;  the  rest  you  may  pay  me  when  it  may  be 
A^rtcoQvenient;  and  even  by  this  sheet  payment 
1 1^  lor  some  time,  be  very  expensive. 

*  lie  Lif^  of  Savage  I  am  ready  to  go  upon ; 
^  >a  great  primer  and  pica  notes,  I  reckon  on 
k-i^Jin^^in  half  a  sheet  a  day ;  but  the  money  for  that 
^^tf  Kkcwise  lie  bj  in  your  hands  till  it  is  done. 
^  3b  the  debates,  shall  not  I  have  business  enough 
^  I  had  hot  good  pene  ? 

**  Towarda  Mr.  Savage*s  Life  what  more  have 
*ovgoi?    I  would  willingly  have  his  trial,  &c.. 


**  was  paMlahad  In  1734,  and  cootalned 
—  Boswsu.. 
Iiiicriptioo,  Geid.  Hag.  vol.  xil. 


«««lWr» 


»    r 


wm  pabUah«l  la  Mareh,  174S,  at 

mooUif  before  tbU  letter  wts  written  ;  nor 

to  the  MsfasfaM  any  InKrtpdon  to  which 

tt  seemed  at  flnc  olabt  probabto  that  It  might 

craaslatloo  of  Pope'a  Inscription  on  his  Grotto, 

(with  an  apolocy  for  haite)  In  the  next 

tae  vspreadoo  "  foould  think  of  notbinc  tlU 

vca  tkat  soppotUloo.    The  Inscription,  then, 

which  Cave  r«queital  Johnson  to  devise, 

when  Johnson  afler  a  long  delay  prodoeed  It, 

him  hf  pa]rlaf.->CaoKaa. 

'  wbai  ihla  woa.— Boswux. 


this  Epignm  wsa  made 

Tl»«  ftrsC  line  was  proposed  by  Dr.  James,  and 

•w  called  opoD  hjr  the  oompaoy  to  flobh  It,  which 


Uki/t 


rmgri 


or  BiMeb  firb  the  loveliett  flower. 
to  lay  down  the  burden  of  thy  womb  \ 
Mp  ih J  palnfbl  boar. 

ofthykiii^bloom. 


and  know  whether  his  defence  be  at  Bristol,  and 
would  have  bis  collection  of  Poems,  on  account  of 
the  preface;  — «•  The  Plain  DealerV  — all  the 
Magazines  that  have  any  thing  of  his  or  relating  to 
him. 

**  I  thought  my  letter  would  be  long,  but  it  is 
now  ended ;  and  I  am,  Sir,  yours,  &c., 

"  Sax.  Johksox.** 

**  The  boy  found  me  writing  this  almost  in  the 
dark,  when  I  could  not  quite  easily  read  yours. 

**  I  have  read  the  Italian :  —  nothing  in  it  is 
well. 

**  1  had  no  notion  of  having  any  thing  for  the 
Inscription.'  I  hope  you  don't  think  I  kept  it 
to  eitort  a  price.  I  could  think  of  nothing  till 
to-day.  If  you  could  spare  me  another  guinea 
for  the  history,  I  should  take  it  very  kindly,  to- 
night ;  but  if  you  do  not  I  shall  not  think  it  an 
injury.     I  am  almost  well  again.'* 

JOHNSON  TO  CAVE. 

''Sib,  — You  did  not  tell  me  your  determination 
about  the  Sddier^s  Letter,  which  I  am  confident 
was  never  printed.  I  think  it  will  not  do  by  it- 
self, or  in  any  other  place,  so  well  aa  the  Mag. 
Extraordinary.  If  you  will  have  it  all,  I  believe 
you  do  nut  think  I  set  it  high  ;  and  I  will  be  glad 
if  what  you  give  you  will  give  quickly. 

'*  You  need  not  be  in  care  about  something  to 
print,  for  I  have  got  the  State  Trials,  and  shall  ex- 
tract Layer,  Atterbury,  and  Macclesfield  from 
them,  and  shall  bring  them  to  you  in  a  fortnight ; 
after  which  I  will  try  to  get  the  South  Sea  Re- 
port. 

[No  date,  nor  tignature.'\ 

I  would  also  ascribe  to  him  an  "^  Essay  on 
the  Description  of  China,  from  the  French  of 

DuHalde.^t 
His  writings  in  the  Gentlcman*8  Magazine 

in  1743,  are,  the  Preface  f,  the  Parliamentary 

Debates  f,   *^  Considerations  on    the   Dispute 

between  Cronsaz  and  Warburton,  on  Pope*s 

Essay  on  Man  ;"t  ^  which,  while  he  defends 

Crousaz,  he  shows  an  admirable  metaphysical 

acuteness  and  temperance  in  controversy :  **Ad 

Lauram  parituram  Epigramma :"  ^  *  and,  *^A 

.This  version  is,  I  am  conscloos.  awkward  enough,  but 
not  more  so,  I  hope,  than  the  original,  which  indeed,  seems 
hardW  worth  the  distinction  of  being  specially  quoted.  If 
the  first  line  was  proposed  as  a  tketitt  we  cannot  much 
admire  the  style  in  which  It  was  followed  up:  the  designn. 
tloQ,  surely,  of  the  lady  as  fuelia^  would  leisd  ns  to  expect 
any  thing  rather  than  the  turn  which  the  epigram  talies. 
Is  not  the  second  line  gross  and  awkward ;  the  third  pe- 
dantic ;  and  the  conceit  of  the  fourth  not  even  classical  -. 
for  Lucina  was  nerer  famed  for  her  beauty ;  and  docs  not 
the  whole  seem  a  very  stnuge  aul^ect  mr  poetical  com* 
pUment  ?  —  Caoaaa,  1831. 

An  article  in  the  Edinbursh  Review,  No.  107.  p.  9.,  shice 
republished  in  Mr.  Macaulav  s  E«8ayt,  censures  the  foregoing 
DOtet  and,  somewhat  superiooosly,  reminds  us,  that  Horace 
talks  of  lahoramiet  utero  fmetUu.  I  never  said  or  supposed 
that  a  person  In  that  condition  might  not  be  still  called 
**^«el/a,"  but  I  thought  and  think  that  if,  as  Boswell  states, 
tbe^rsl  Ume  toot  gHen  m»  a  tke$u  tot  the  poet  to  pursue  md 
Ubitmm  in  praise  or"  tke  pretiieat  girt  in  Buglamd^**  one  never 
would  have  expected  the  turn  the  compliment  takes,  of  tell- 
ing her.  in  very  coarse  terms,  that  she  is  abomi  to  he  brought 
tohed,  and  of  adding,  by  way  of  oonaolatlon,  that  she  is  hond^ 
$omer  tham  the  midwife :  tor  this  learned  critic  has  ftuther 
discovered  that  "  Lmeima  was  one  of  the  names  of  Di'oim,  and 
the  hemu^  of  Diana  is  extolled  by  all  the  most  orthodox  doctors 
of  andest  mythology.'*  By  this  style  of  metooy  my  M«  eate  also 
might  be  made  a  partaker  of  XHmiis's  beauty.  See  Blackwood's 
Mimhmfgh  Mogtmhu  for  Nov.  tS31.  ~  Caoaaa,  IS46. 

Bfr.  Malooe  statci,  that  aa  elegant  Lalla  Ode  **  A4  orma* 
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Latin  Translation  of  Pope's  Verses  on  his 
Grotto:"*  and,  as  he  could  employ  his  pen 
with  equal  success  upon  a  small  matter  as  a 
great,  I  suppose  him  to  be  the  author  of  an 
advertiftcment  for  Osborne,  concerning  the 
great  Harleian  Catalogue. 

But  I  should  think  mjself  much  wanting, 
both  to  my  illustrious  friend  and  mj  readers, 
did  I  not  introduce  here,  with  more  than  ordi- 
nary respect,  an  exquisitely  beautiful  Ode,  which 
has  not  oecn  inserted  in  any  of  the  collections 
of  Johnson's  poetry,  written  by  him  at  a  rery 
early  period,  as  Mr.  Hector  informs  me,  and 
inserted  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  of  this 


year. 


FaiiNDSHip,  AX  Odl* 


«*  Friendship,  peculiar  boon  of  HeaTen, 
The  noble  mind's  delight  and  pride, 
To  men  and  angcb  only  given. 
To  all  the  lower  world  denied. 

<•  While  love,  unknown  among  the  blest. 
Parent  of  thousand  wild  desires. 
The  uvage  and  the  human  breast 
TormenU  alike  with  raging  fires  ; 

<«  With  bright,  but  oft  destruetfre,  gleam. 
Alike  o'er  all  bis  ligbtningt  fly  ; 
Tbj  lambent  glories  only  bnm 
Around  the  fiiTonrites  of  the  sky. 

**  Thy  gentle  flows  of  guiltless  joys 

On  fools  and  villains  ne'er  descend  : 
In  vain  for  thee  the  tyrant  sighs. 
And  hugs  a  flatterer  for  a  friend. 

-  Direetresa  of  the  brave  and  just, 

O  guide  us  through  life's  darksome  way  1 
And  let  the  tortures  of  mistrust 
On  selfish  bosoms  only  prey. 

**  Nor  shall  thine  ardour  cease  to  glow. 
When  souls  to  blissful  dimes  remove : 
What  rais'd  our  virtue  here  below, 
Shall  aid  our  happiness  above.** 

Johnson  had  now  an  opportunity  of  obliging 
his  schoolfellow  Dr.  James,  of  whom  he  once 
observed,  ^  No  man  brin^^  more  mind  to  his 
profession.**  James  published  this  year  his 
**  Medicinal  Dictionary,**  in  three  Tolumes 
folio.    Johnson,  as  I  understood  from  him,  had 


tfsnmmm  fueUam,"  whicb  mppnnd  to  the  Gentleman*! 
MairMlne  f(»r  1743  (toI.  slii.  p.  MS.),  was,  mmj  jran  ano, 
entitled  out  to  James  Bindlejr,  E»q..M  written  Djr  Johoton, 
and  in«7  ufely  tie  auritMited  tn  him.  I  do  not  think  lo:  It 
■ppmrt  to  me  tA  Iw  ta  a  difl^rent  and  (maf  I  venture  to 
add  ?)  hftttr  tcjle  than  Johnton't ;  and  I  Sod.  In  the  New 
ffoumdltng  Hotpital  /or  WO,  that  It  la  auributed  to  BUbop 
Lowth.^CaoKta. 

*  **  Sia.^That  tha  Mcdldoal  Dictionary  Is  dedicated  to 
fott.  It  to  be  Imputed  only  to  your  rrputation  for  lupeHor 
aklll  fn  thote  •ctenrrs  which  I  nave  endeavoured  to  eiplatn 
and  farllftate :  and  70U  are,  therefore,  to  contkler  ihli  addreet, 
If  It  be  afrerable  to  you.  at  one  of  the  reward*  of  merit ;  and. 
If  otherwlie,  as  one  of  the  Incoofcnienm  of  eminence. 

**  However  jrou  •h4n  receive  It,  mr  deilfn  cannot  ha  ditan. 
pointed ;  tieeauaa  thu  public  appeal  to  your  JudgmeM  will 
ahow  that  I  do  not  found  my  Immm  of  approbation  upon  the 
tgnoraace  of  my  readert.  and  that  I  fear  hli  eeniore  leaat 
whoae  knawladfe  to  most  ealanalee.    I  am.  Sir,  year 


written,  or  assisted  in  writinjr,  the  propo^nls 
for  this  work ;  and  being  Tcry  fond  of  the  study 
of  physic  in  which  James  was  his  master,  he 
furnished  some  of  the  articles.  He,  however, 
certainly  wrote  for  it  the  Dedication  to  Dr. 
Meadf,  which  is  eonceived  withcreat  address, 
to  conciliate  the  patronage  of  that  Tery  emi- 
nent man.^ 

It  has  been  circulated  *,  I  know  not  with 
what  authenticity,  that  Johnson  considered  Dr. 
fiirch  as  a  dull  writer,  and  said  of  him,  *'*'  Tom 
Birch  is  as  brisk  as  a  bee  in  oonrersatioa ;  but 
no  sooner  does  he  take  a  pen  in  bis  hand,  than 
it  becomes  a  torpedo  to  him,  and  benumbs  all 
his  faculties.**  That  the  literature  of  this 
country  is  much  indebted  to  Birch*s  actirity 
and  diligence,  must  certainly  be  acknowledsrca. 
We  have  seen  that  Johnson  honoured'  nim 
with  a  Greek  Epigram ;  and  his  correspondence 
with  him,  during  many  years,  proves  that  he 
had  no  mean  opmion  of  him. 

JOHNSON  TO  BIRCH. 

**  Thuraday.  Sept.  S.  1743. 
**  Sia,—  I  hope  yon  will  eicuse  me  lor  trouhlinK 
you  on  aa  oeoasioo  on  which  I  know  not  whom 
else  I  can  apply  to :  I  am  at  a  loss  for  the  lives 
and  characters  of  Earl  Stanhope,  the  two  Cragf^^ 
and  the  minister  Sunderland;  and  beg  that  you 
will  inform  [me]  where  1  may  find  them,  and  avnd 
any  pamphlets,  &c.  relating  to  them  to  Mr.  Cave, 
to  be  perused  for  a  few  days,  by.  Sir,  your  most 
bumble  servant,  Sam.  Johnsojc.** 

His  circumstances  were  at  this  time  cnihar- 
rassed ;  yet  his  affection  for  his  mother  wa^  so 
warm,  and  so  liberal,  that  he  took  upon  him- 
self a  debt  of  hers,  which,  thoueh  small  in 
itself,  was  then  considerable  to  nim.'  This 
appears  from  the  following  letter  which  ho 
wrote  to  Mr.  Levett,  of  Lichfield,  the  original 
of  which  lies  now  before  me. 

JOHNSON  TO  MR.  LEVETT, 

U  LichJUhL 

December  1. 1743. 

*'  Sia,  —  I  am  extremely  sorry  that  wc  have  rn> 
croached  so  much  upon  your  forbearance  with 
respect  to  the  interest,  which  a  great  perpleiity  <if 
affairs  hindered  me  from  thinking  of  with  t!iat 
attention  that  I  ought,  and  which  I  am  not  immr. 
diately  able  to  remit  to  you,  but  will  pay  it  (I 


*  Br  Hawklni.  Lc^.p.  S09.  There  M-emino  reaton  tn  4  ^  h( 
that  Dr.  Rlrch't  confersatlon  exceeded  hit  writtnft  in  «  «.». 
citf ,  but  the  phrase  itaelf  It,  aa  Mr.  P.  Ctinnlnirham  »k**-t  \  * «, 
borrowed  from  Beau  Nath,  who  tald  of  himtelt  th>t  "  h  *  \  "% 
waa  a  torpedo,  which,  when  he  itracped  It.  bemm  b>>«l  ^il 
hU  raniltiei."    Goldimlth*i  Liff  oj  Sask.  ~  Caoa  m. 

*  No  doubt,  aa  the  caae  haa  turned  out.  Birch  !•  k,mtmri-4 
by  Johnaon'a  complimeni ;  but  at  the  time  when  it  •  »• 
written.  Birch  was  of  eminence  In  the  literary  wor!  1.  .  4 
(what  aSbcted  Johoton  more  neartj)  hi|th  In  the  viIit  «t  ,, 
of  Cave :  and  Johnson*t  learneil  Aatieflet  of  htm,  Mim  i  a*  w 
and  Mr.  Urban,  were  all  prolMbly  prompted  by  a  dm  re  to 
propitiate  Cave.—  Caoaia. 

*  Dr.  Jobnaon  wai  no  doubt  an  aA^ionata  «m,  an<l  e*f  n 
to  Indifferent  pertona  the  moat  charitable  of  men  ;  Intt  trie 
praltet  which  Botwell  tavithea  on  thit  particular  Bff4ir  tr* 
uncalled  tor.  aa  the  debt  waa  hardly  ao  much  Ji'>ii»>r,-« 
naother'i  aa  hit  own.  It  haa  alreadj  apf»earvd  thai  h**  had 
aometblof  of  hia   fkther'a  property  to  eipact  after    hta 

*s  4aatb  (p.  19.)  <  thb  was  ibe  bousa  la  Lirfaaeld, 
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tUak  fvclw  poaiidi)  in  two  month*.  I  look  upon 
tkU,  Md  on  the  future  interest  of  that  mortgage, 
•s  my  ovn  debt ;  end  beg  that  you  will  b«  pleased 
to  ^«c  BBC  directions  bow  to  pay  it,  and  not  to 
memion  it  to  Vkj  dear  mother.  If  it  be  necessary 
to  pay  dus  in  lesa  time,  I  beliere  I  can  do  it ;  but 
I  lake  two  months  for  certainty,  and  beg  an  answer 
vbtthcr  you  can  allow  me  so  much  time.  I  think 
much  obliged  to  your  forbearance,  and 
it  a  great  happiness  to  be  able  to  serve 
ysa.  I  fanTC  great  opportunities  of  dispersing  any 
Aiag  tbat  jott  may  think  it  proper  to  make  public 
I  vifl  give  a  note  Ibr  the  money,  payable  at  the 

to  any  one  here  that  you  shall 
I  am.  Sir,  your  most  obedieni,  and  moat 
It,  Sax.  Johksoh. 

*  AI  Mr.  Osborae's.  bookieller.  In  Gray*!  loo." 


It  doei  not  appear  that  he  wrote  any  thing 
tn  1744'  lor  the  Gentleman's  Magazine,  but 
the  nnefiice.t    His  life  of  Barretier  was  now 
lepobliahed  in  a  pamphlet  by  itself.    But  he 
prodvoed  one  work  this  year,  fully  sufficient  to 
mtmtain  the  high  reputation  which  he  had 
acquired.     Hiis  was  "^The  Life  of  Richard 
\  Savage;***  a  man,  of  whom  it  is  difficult  to 
It  impartially^  without  wondering  that  he 
fat  wamt  time  the  intimate  companion  of 
ibr  his  character*  was  marked  by 
;  insolence,  and  ingratitude :  yet,  as 


\ 


vndoabCediy  had  a  warm  and  yirorous, 
;ted  mind,  had  seen  life  in  all 


MiDceaiT 
nnregulai 


_^  k  ssiiin,  morttaged  to  Mr.  Larett :  by  the  non- 

•rtbe  IntcKSt  Lerett  would  IWTebera  entitled  to 

of  the  iwoyrity  \  sod  In  that  caie  JohnMm 

'  hit  leiciMou,  to  that  he  rery  Jiutly  layi, 

apon  chle  aad  the  future  tatereit  oa  the 

m  kd»  «w»  4€kL"  —  Caoaaa. 

next  yean,  Mr.  Botwell  has  sot 

contnbutlont  to  the  Gentleman'i 

I  little  doulit  that  from  hU  oonoee- 

work  bo  derived,  for  sohm  years,  the  chief  and 

i  of  Mtbcikence  for  Mmtel  f  and  hia  wife : 

karo  acted  aa  cencral  editor  with  an  annual 

ipiojed  hiinidf  on  more  literary 

aekoowied|ed      In  this  point  the 

Is,  parbape*  not  great.    What  he  waa  unwilling  to 

very  lolidtoos  to  dlacover.    Indeed, 

klasory  la,  about  thia  period,  a  blank,  hidden,  it 

la  tb«  obeeorfty  of  indigence  —  If  there  was 

MrfiSfcial.saoUve  for  coDocalaieDt.    (See  poet, 

U.  aL  a  ]  ^  Caoaaa. 

*  A»  a  ipiiia  en  of  SaTSM's  temper,  I  Iniert  the  following 
to  a  HOMO  Lord  f  Tyreonnel],  to  whom  he 

flbMfaUoaa.  but  who,  on  account  of  hit  l»ad 
to  discard  hiro.    The  orlcLoal  was  In 
Ute  Francis  Cockayne  Cust,  Eiq.,  one  of 
t*  M||iii'i  coanael  teanicd  in  the  law ;  -. 

*  a^M  ilimnnrslria  Bacrrs  and  Boobt.-.  I  find  yoa  want 
V  Vf .  ..^^  ia  pl«aood  to  hint)  to  awear  away  my  life,  that 

-  ^  ■%  4f  jinir  cradltor,  beeaute  he  aika  you  for  a  debt. 
T»  y^jlr  «fc«n  soon  tm  aeqoalnted  with  this,  to  Jodge 
»MP^i  ymm  ow  DOS  ast«r  Co  be  an  Irish  evidence,  than  to  be 
^wh  pny     t  Asiy  sod  deapiM  you.    I  am,  your  deter- 

," —  BOBWBU.. 

glrva  the  world  to  naderstand,  thai 

adaBlrer  of  genteel  BMonert,  waa  captl- 

mod  dcmeaoour  of  Savage,  who,  at  to 

niHsrfcihlr  degree,  accompUtbed." — 

Bos  Sir  John't  notions  of  geotlUtj 

lud*CTOua,from  his  stating  the  follow- 

wanapdro  evidence  that  Savage  was  a 

TImS  bo  uDdentood  the  exercise  of  a 

ia«  bo  inferred  from  the  use  made  of 

VctaledinhiaLife.'*    The  dexterity 

svage,  in  a  nocturnal   St  of 

_  as  a  eoAe.houM.  and  killed 

'm  tfl«i  at  the  Old  Ballry,  and  found 

as  having  **  a  grave  and 
rf  Bttso  I  bat  which. 


its  Tarieties,  and  been  much  in  the  company  of 
the  statesmen  and  wits  of  his  time,  he  could 
communicate  to  Johnson  an  abundant  supply 
of  such  materials  as  his  philosophical  curiosity 
most  eagerly  desired;  and  as  Savage^s  mis- 
fortunes and  misconduct  had  reduced  him  to 
the  lowest  state  of  wretchedness  as  a  writer  for 
bread,  his  visits  to  St.  John*s  Gate  naturally 
brought  Johnson  and  him  together.' 

It  IS  melancholy  to  reflect,  that  Johnson  and 
Savage  were  sometimes  in  such  extreme  in* 
digence  ^  that  they  could  not  pay  for  a  lodg- 
ing ;  so  that  they  have  wandered  together  whole 
nights  in  the  street.  Yet  in  these  almost  in- 
credible scenes  of  distress,  we  may  suppose  that 
Savage  mentioned  many  of  the  anecdotes  with 
which  Johnson  afterwards  enriched  the  life  of 
his  unhappy  companion,  and  those  of  other 
poets. 

He  told  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  that  one  night 
in  particular,  when  Savage  and  he  walked 
round  St.  James*s  Square  for  want  of  a  lodg- 
ing, they  were  not  at  all  depressed  by  tiieir 
situation ;  but,  in  high  spirits  and  brimful  of 
patriotism,  traversed  the  square  for  several 
hours,  inveighed  against  the  minister,  and  **  re- 
solved they  would  Hand  hy  their  counirtf" 

I  am  afraid,  however,  that  by  associating 
with  Savaee,  who  was  habituated  to  the  dissi- 
pation and  licentiousness  of  the  town,  Johnson, 

npon  a  nearer  aoqnalntance,  loftened  into  an  engaging  easi- 
ness of  manners.**  How  highly  Johnion  admlrrd  him  for  that 
knowledge  which  he  himseu  so  much  cultivated,  and  what 
kindness  be  entertained  for  him.  appears  from  the  following 
lines  in  the  Gentleman's  Magaxine  Tor  April,  1738,  whichi 
am  aisured  were  written  by  Johnson :  — 

"  Ad  Rieardum  Savage. 

Humani  itmdimm  generis  eutpeetorefervei 

O  eolat  Awnoawa  tefoveaique  gemu."—  BoswatL. 

**  Thou,  whose  warm  heart  for  all  mankind  can  best. 
In  stl  mankind  should  friends  snd  favourers  meet.'*~.C. 

Boswelt  should  have  stated  his  authority  for  attributing 
this  poor  and  obscure  couplet  to  Johnson ;  and  he  should  not 
have  suppressed  the  sbsurd  original  title  — 

*'  Jd  Kicardum  Savage,  Arm. 
Huaumi  generis  amaiorem,** 

**  To  Richard  Savage,  Esq.  —  the  lover  of  the  Human  race.*' 

I  am  reluctant  to  believe  that  Johnson  wrote  this  sad  stuff, 
which  was  certainly  written  shortly  before  Johnson  became 
perBonall  J  acoualnted  with  Savage ;  and  if  It  be  Johnson's, 
waa  probably  intended  to  propitiate  Cave,  in  whose  favour 
Johnson  supposed  Savage  to  stand  high.  The  exact  date  of 
the  commencement  of  this  acaualntance  Is  no  where  given  ( 
but  It  was  not  earlier  than  April,  1738.  This  ii  of  some  im- 
portance s  because  Johnson  has  been  reproached  with  an 
early  intimacy  with  thia  profligate  and  unhappy  man.  In  the 
Oeni.  Hag.^  1785.  p.  476L.  he  Is  said  to  have  written  Savage's 
defence  at  his  trial,  and  Is  called  **an  apologist  for  murder ;" 
and  another  writer  (p.  679.)  takes  some  pains  to  extenuate 
that  culpable  liKt.  Now  the  trial  was  In  1727-8,  ten  years 
before  Johnson  ever  saw  Savage. 

4  The  following  striking  proof  of  Johnson's  extreme  IndU 
gence,  when  he  published  the  Life  of  Savage,  was  communi- 
cated to  Mr.  Boswell,  by  Mr.  Richard  Stowe.  of  Apsley,  in 
Bedfordshiro,  from  the  Info?  mation  of  Mr.  Walter  Harte, 
auttKMT  of  the  Life  of  Gustavus  Adolphus :  —  "  Soon  after 
Savage's  Life  was  published,  Mr.  Harte  dined  with  Edward 
Cave,  and  occasionally  praised  it.  Soon  after,  meeting  him. 
Cave  said,  *  Tou  ma<le  a  man  very  happy  t'other  day.*— 
*  Bow  could  that  be?  *  savs  Harte ;  '  nobody  was  there  but 
ourselves.*  Cave  answered,  by  reminding  him  that  a  plate 
of  vietuali  was  sent  behind  a  screen,  which  was  to  Johnson, 
dressed  so  shabbily,  that  he  did  not  choose  to  appear ;  but, 
on  bearing  the  conversation,  he  was  highly  deUghted  with 
tha  ancoaslums  oa  liHi  book.**  -.  Uaiokk. 
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tilottgk  Ui  (pod  principles  remiuud  atetdy, 
did  not  entireljT  presonre  that  ocmdiicty  for 
which,  in  dajt  of  greater  simplioitjt  he  was 
remaned  hj  his  fnend  Mr.  Hector ;  but  was 
imperoepCibly  led  into  some  indulgences  which 
occasioned  much  distress  to  his  Tirtuous  mind*' 
That  Johnson  was  anxious  that  an  aathentic 
and  £LTourabIe  account  of  his  extraordinaij 
friend  should  first  get  possession  of  the  public 
attention,  is  evident  firom  a  letter  which  he 
wrote  in  the  Gentleman's  Magasine  for  August 
of  the  year  proseding  its  pubUoation. 

TO  Ma  URBAN. 

**  A>  your  collections  ihow  bow  often  you  have 
owed  the  ornameats  of  your  poetical  pages  to  the 
ooncspoodence  of  the  unfortunate  and  ingenious 
Mr.  Savage,  I  doubt  not  but  jou  have  so  much 
regard  to  bis  memory  as  to  encourage  any  design 
that  may  have  a  tcndenoy  to  the  preservation  of  it 
from  insults  or  calumnies ;  and  therefore,  with 
some  dsgreo  of  aMurancc.  intrcat  you  to  inibrm  the 
public,  that  bis  Life  will  speedUy  be  published  by 
a  paiwo  who  was  larourad  with  hu  confidence, 
and  mceivad  from  himself  an  account  of  most  of  the 
tmasactioBS  wbieb  he  proposes  to  mention,  to  the 
time  of  bis  retirement  to  Swansea  in  Wales. 

* "  From  that  period,  to  his  death  in  the  prison  of 
Bristol,  the  eecount  will  be  continued  from  ma- 
teriah  stfll  less  liable  to  objactiou ;  his  own  letters, 
and  those  of  bis  friends,  some  of  which  will  be 
inserted  in  the  work,  and  abatracts  of  otbcit  sub< 
in  the  margin. 

**  It  may  ba  sesaooably  imagined,  tbat  others 
amy  have  the  same  design ;  but  aa  it  is  not  credible 
that  they  can  obtain  the  same  materials,  it  must  be 
espected  they  will  supply  from  invention  the  want 
of  intelligence ;  and  that,  under  the  title  of  *  The 
Life  of  Savage,*  tbey  will  publish  only  a  novel, 
filled  with  romantic  adventures  and  imaginary 
aoDour^  You  may,  therefore,  perhaps,  gratify  the 
lovers  of  truth  and  wit,  by  giving  me  leave  to  in- 
fi>rm  them  in  your  Magasine,  that  my  accotmt  will 
be  published  in  8vo.  by  BCr.  Roberts,  in  Warwick 
Lane."  [No  iigmature.]  I 

In  February,  1744,  it  accordingly  came  forth 
from  the  shop  of  Roberts,  between  whom  and 

I  I  find  no  trace  of  xnj  pertillar  dfttreta  of  mind  conn^ctrd 
wHb  thti  period.  Ther«  b  none  In  hU  Prmpen  mmd  Af«4ta<- 
thm  :  and  I  are  convinced  bj  many  cJrciuiMtancet  that  tbi« 
mg^t-vaitim^,  and  all  the  other  f opposed  eou*eqiie»cet  oC 
his  r^ry  iknrt  arquatntance  with  Savafe  (little  more  than  a 
jtmx)  hftve  bcra  much  eiagferated  even  bf  Boewall.  Haw. 
kln4  Trrjr  uitchariubljr  atirlbiitet  to  the  Influi'nre  of  Savaice 
•  Mparatlon  which  took  place  (m$  ke  mltme  a$*eH$)  between 
Johnson  and  hit  wife  about  thia  period.  Tt*e  wbult*  coune 
of  Ji>hnion*i  life  and  conduct  warrants  ut  in  suppoting  that  • 
Mcto  temporary  teparatioa  (if  Hawkina be  eeeo  ao  far  corrert )  > 
Must  havt'  been  produced  by  Decuolarr  dUtreai,  and  not  by  i 
•a  lnierrup(h>n  of  Affrctiou.  He  would  be  natural Ijr  tolicttoiu 
tbal  his  wife  should  find  In  her  own  famtly  a  tempor.try 
rafufe  from  the  difflcullics  vlth  wblcb  he  was  striigKiiiig ; 
bat  on  Uie  other  hand,  we  shall  see  prrsenllv  (p.  7')-)  «n  iic- 
ctiaatton  air^inst  Mrs.  Juhusim.  that  she  Uiduig»>«l  hersrif  with 
country  lodKiaffS  and  goud  living,  at  lliunpttr^d.  whllt*  h«r 
bttsbaad  was  »larvlnc  In  London.  All  these  sturtr*  contra. 
diet  one  aoutbrr  ;  ana.  lodt>«^.  even  Ihe  sour  Han  kin«  aUils. 
that  Johnson  was  loo  str»c(  In  his  morals  to  ha««  affurilmi  his 
wife  any  reasonable  cause  for  )ealou«t««.  Life,  SIC—  CaoKsa. 

9  I  hiid  thai  J.  Roberts  prlsted  In  Aprtl.  1744.  "  The  Life 
of  Barrrtler,"  probably  a  reprint  fHnn  the  **  Gentleman's 
Macasioe.**  but  1  have  not  seen  It.  Cave  senrtimei  per- 
mlUcd  the  name  of  another  printer  tn  spprar  on  the  title- 
ot  books  of  vhkb  bo  waa.  In  tut,  tbe  yabHsber,  as 


Johnson  I  have  not  traced  ukj^  connection, 
except  the  casual  one  of  thie  puUicaUoo.*  In 
Johiiaon*8  *^  Life  of  Sarage,**  although  it  aauat 
be  allowed  that  its  monu  ia  the  rcTcrse  of — 
**  Beipieere  exemplar  vUm  wufrumqwejmhebo^**  a 
Terj  ueeful  lesson  is  incidcated,  to  guard  men 
of  warm  passions  from  a  too  free  indulcence  of 
them ;  and  the  various  incidents  are  related  in 
BO  clear  and  animated  a  manner,  and  illamin- 
ated  throughout  with  so  much  philosophy,  that 
it  b  one  of  the  most  interesting  narratives  iq 
the  English  language.'  Sir  Joshua  Reynolda 
told  me,  that  upon  his  return  from  Italy  he 
met  with  it  in  Devonshire,  knowing  nothing  of 
its  author,  and  began  to  read  it  while  he  was 
standing  with  his  arm  leaning  against  a  chim- 
ney-piece. It  seised  his  attention  so  strotigl^, 
that,  not  bein£  able  to  lay  down  the  book  till 
he  had  finished  it»  when  he  attempted  to  move, 
he  found  his  arm  totally  benumbed.  The  rm^ 
pidity  with  which  this  work  was  composed  is 
a  wonderful  circumstance.  Johnson  has  bt'oa 
httsrd  to  say  [Ayg.  11.  1773],  **  I  wrote  fortv- 
eight  of  the  printed  octavo  pages  of  the  Lffe 
of  Savage  at  a  sitting ;  but  then  I  sat  up  all 
mght 

He  exhibits  the  genius  of  Savage  to  the  beftt 
advantage,  in  the  specimens  of  his  poetry  which 
he  has  selected,  some  of  which  are  of  uncom- 
mon merit  We,  indeed,  occaaionallv  find  auch 
vigour  and  such  point,  as  mi^ht  make  us  sup- 
pose that  the  ffenerous  aid  of  Johnson  had  been 
unparted  to  nis  friend.  Mr.  Thomas  Warton 
nuule  this  remark  to  me ;  and,  in  support  of  it. 
quoted  fWmi  the  poem  entitled  **  The  Bastard,'* 
a  line  in  which  the  fancied  superiority  of  on** 
"stamped  in  Nature's  mint  with  extasy,**  15 
contrasted  with  a  regular  lawful  descendant  ot' 
some  great  and  ancient  fiunily : 

**  No  tenth  transmiltar  of  a  Iboliah  fret.* 

But  the  fact  is,  that  this  poem  was  public  eU 
some  jears  before  Johnson  and  Savage  wen: 
acquamted.^ 

It  is  remarkable,  that  in  this  biographi<^al 
disquisition  there  i^peara  a  very  strong  sjmp- 

Miss  Carur*i  "  Exanieo  **  WM  printed  under  tbe  nnni4>  «,f 
Do4d.  In  this  case  the  fbct  la  certain;  aa  it  appear*  f*^^^ 
the  letter  to  Cave.  Autfust,  1743.  that  JobnsooaoU  tbe  ■«  r^ 
to  him  even  before  It  was  wrl'tra.  —  CaoKsa. 

Cave  was  the  purchaser  of  the  copyright,  and  Ibe  fo1T«»*i-  « 
la  A  COPT  of  Johnson's  receipt  for  the  monrr :  •  "  Ti  <•  .4  * 
day  of  December,  received  of  Mr.  Ed.  Cav«  the  ram  of  fift  ^n 

Klneaa,  In  (UU,  for  oonplllnf  nnd  wrltlnf  *  Tbe  Lii*-  .  I 
chard  Savase,  Eta.'  deceased  ;  and  In  full  for  all  mat*    1  ».t 
thereto  applied,  and  not  foond  by  tbe  aald  Edwaru  <  a^r 
I  say.  recelTcd  by  me,  San.  JoHNaoM.     Dec.  14.  1741.  *  _ 
Wuurr. 

*  It  gives,  like  IUidMel*a  Lasarut  or  MbtiIIo's   B^ryv 
picature  as  a  work  of  art,wblle  lb«  orlftaal  could  onlp  e%r<ia 
dUKUfti.    Johnson  has  spread  over  Savage's  cbarm 
veil  of  stately  diction  and  extenuating  phraaea,  but 
prevent  the  observant  reader  from  s«e4ng  tbal  the 
of  this  tilographtcal  eaaay  waa,  aaBoewell  calla  ht 
unicratefUl  and  Insolent  profligate ;  **  a 
works  show  of  tbat  poetical  talent  fcr  which  be 
Gi*lohraied.  that,  if  It  were  not  Ibr  JobBsoo'a  embalm'  $ 
partiality,  hla  worka  would  pnibably  ba  now  aa 
Ibey  are  unread —  CB«mn. 

«  "  lite  lUsUrd :  A  Poem,  lawvlbed  wkb  tA 
to  Mrs.  Bret,  once  Countras  of  MacelaatteM.  By  Ra^ar^ 
Savage,  son  of  the  late  Karl  Bivert.  LoDdwi.  prlnjo^  Um 
T.  Worrall,  ITS."  foi.  am  odlttan.^  P.  CvioaiiMAM. 
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Urn  of  Jchuoii  s  prefwliee  against  plajen ;  a 
prcjudioe  which  may  be  attributed  to  the  fol- 
lowini  caaaes :  firrt,  the  imperfection  of  his 
I  ori^  which  were  ao  defective  that  he  was 
not  meeptible  of  the  fine  impreaaions  wiiich 
!  tkofirical  excelleaoe  produces  upon  the  gene- 
niitj  of  mankind ;  secondly,  the  cold  rejection 
I  of  Ui  tngedj ;  and,  lastly,  the  brilliant  sue- 
,  cos  of  Gsrridc,  who  had  been  his  pupil,  who 
liad  oome  to  London  at  the  same  time  with 
Uia»  not  in  a  mwcb  more  prosperous  state  than 
,  iku^  and  wboee  talents  he  undoubtedly 
nied  bw,  compared  with  his  own.    His  being 
oBtstrippsd  by  his  pupil  in  the  race  of  imme- 
^ate  filaie,  as  well  as  of  fortune,  probably  made 
bim  M  some  indignation,  as  thinking,  that 
wbtrrer  migfat  be  Garrick*8  merits  in  hb  art, 
dK  reward  was  too  great  when  compared  with 
vhaithe  oostsuooessful  efforts  of  literajnr  labour 
(mid  attain.    At  all  periods  of  his  li^  John- 
Ma  ond  to  talk  contemptuously  of  ^yers ;  but 
is  thb  wori^  he  ncaks  of  tb^  with  peculiar 
•moony ;  for  wmch,  perhaps,  there  was  for- 
wri?  too  saaeh  reason,  from  the  licentious  and 
teiiilc  manners  q€  tbose  engaged  in  that 
i^eMioo.    It  is  but  justice  to  add,  that  in 
<w  own  time  sach  a  change  has  taken  place, 
tktt  dMre  is  no  longer  room  for  such  an  un- 
fAvovable  distinction. 

lii*  ichoolfeliow  and  friend,  Dr.  Taylor,  told 
Bf  ft  pleasant  anecdote  of  Johnson^s  triumph- 
j^  etcf  his  papil,  David  Garrick.  Wnen 
w  fpaH  actor  had  played  some  little  time  at 
^^t«JiaBo*s  Fields,  Johnson  and  Taylor  went  to 
^  kiB  perform,  and  afterwards  passed  the  even- 
<ae  at  a  tavern  wiih  bim  and  old  Giffard.^  John- 
^  who  was  ever  depreciating  stsge-players, 
lAcr  eeasorioff  some  mistakes  in  emphasis, 
*U  Garrieknad  committed  in  the  course  of 
lit  Bight*s  acting,  said,  "^  The  ^yers.  Sir, 
^  fat  a  kind  of  rant,  with  wmch  they  run 
*>,  iritboat  any  rmrd  either  to  accent  or 
«^ham.**  Both  (Arrick  and  Giflard  were 
^CnJed  at  thia  tri^^f**.  and  endeavoured  to 
''^  it;  upon  which  Johnson  rejoined, 
*"  ^cfl  now,  Tu  give  you  something  to  speak, 
V  ik  vhich  you  are  little  acquainted,  and  then 
**  4all  see  how  jnat  atj  observaUon  is.  That 
^  be  the  criterioQ.  Let  me  hear  you  repeat 
t^  aiath  CooMMadnKnt,  ^  Thou  shalt  not  bear 
^  witneai  aoaiiist  thy  neighbovr.*  **  Both 
^•^  at  it,  aaid  Dr.  Taylor,  and  both  miatook 
^  f  !■«■  idiiefa  should  be  upon  noi  and 


«r  Ooodnun*!  Fleldi  alnv. 
Bnt  npemraoee.  Oct.  19. 1741, 
the  TMrd.  — Wmobt. 
rat  faMecantB  in  thi«  ifeitflmait. 

be  I  niirily  vpeo  tkatt  and  not,  u  both 

"^  to  farm  tbe  ncoUve  Inliinctloo  ;  and  fatse  witnttt, 
^  adher  aela  paolublead  Id  tbuDecatogue.  thoold  not  be 


d  W  CM  pu.mntt  cnfAMita,  but  onlj  be  diatinetljr 
-ataj — iwiii      A  iud»i'aie  eraphailt  ihoald  be 

SEherMan,  In  nit  **  Lecturet  on 

tbe  eapbaali  wholly  on 

tboae  aix  worda,  Tkom  $kaU 

tix  aothoritlea  ~  Dra.  Jobn- 

-y— .  ^w  ■■■» »^t  and  Haaan.  01  Aid.  Sberldm, 

^4J  •  arlcb  cttcfa  m  dOhrcot  enphaiU.    Tbli  divertity 

u  irtae  from  ibe  flus,  that  In  tbeie  awful  and  com- 


faite  wttesat.*  Jdmson  put  them  right,  and 
enjojed  his  victory  with  great  glee. 

ius  **-  Life  of  Savage  **  was  ao  soooer  pub- 
lished, than  the  ibifowing  liberal  praise  was 
given  to  it,  in  "  The  Champion,**  a  periodical 
paper : — 

**  This  pamphlet  is,  wiAout  flattery  to  its  author, 
as  just  and  wdl-writtea  a  piece  of  its  kind  as  I 
ever  saw ;  so  that  at  the  same  time  that  it  highly 
deserves,  it  certainly  stands  very  tittle  is  need  of 
this  recommeadation.  As  to  the  history  of  tbe 
unlbrtuaate  person,  whose  memoira  compose  this 
work,  it  is  certainly  penned  with  equal  accuracy 
and  spirit,  of  which  I  am  so  much  tbe  better  judge, 
as  I  know  many  of  the  facts  mentioned  to 
be  strictly  true,  and  very  ftirly  related.  Be- 
sides, it  is  not  only  the  story  of  Mr.  Savage,  but 
innumerable  incidents  relating  to  other  persons, 
and  other  affkirs,  which  renders  this  a  very  amusing, 
and,  withal,  a  very  instructive  and  vtdtiable  per- 
formance. The  author'ii  observations  are  short, 
signiffctfit,  and  just,  as  his  narrative  is  remarkably 
smooth  and  wdU  disposed  His  rcfaeiaoBs  open 
to  all  the  recesses  of  the  human  heart;  and,  m  a 
word,  a  more  just  or  pleasant,  a  mora  engaging  or 
a  more  improving  treaUse,  on  all  tbe  exedleoeias 
and  defects  of  huoian  nature,  ia  scarce  to  be  feaad 
in  our  own,  or,  perhaps,  any  other  language."* 

John8oa*8  partiality  for  Savage  made  hkn 
entertmn  no  aoabt  of  his  story,  however  extra- 
ordinary and  improbable.  It  never  occurred 
to  him  to  question  his  being  the  son  of  the 
Countess  of  Macclesfield^,  of  whose  nnrelent- 
ing  barbarity  he  so  loudly  complmned,  and  the 
particulars  of  vrhich  are  related  in  so  strong 
and  affecting  a  manner  in  Johnson's  Life  of 
him.  Johnson  was  certainly  wdl  warranted 
in  publii^ing  his  narrative,  nowever  offimsivte 
it  might  be  to  the  lady  and  her  relations ;  be- 
cause her  alleged  unnatural  and  cruel  conduct 
to  her  son,  and  shameful  avowal  of  fpulU  ^^t^ 
stated  in  a  Life  of  Savage  now  lying  before 
me,  which  came  out  so  early  as  1727,  and  no 
attempt  had  been  made  to  confute  it,  or  to 
punish  the  author  or  printer  as  a  libeller :  but 
for  the  honour  of  human  nature,  we  should 
be  glad  to  find  the  shocking  tale  not  true ;  and 
from  a  respectable  sentleman  '  connected  with 
the  lady*a  £ynily,  I  nave  received  such  inform- 
ation and  remmrks,  as,  j<Hned  to  mj  own  ia- 
n*  'es»  wiU,  I  thiid^  render  it  at  least  somewhat 
tfbl,  especially  when  we  consider  ihmi  it 
mast  have  originated  from  the  person  himself 
who  went  by  the  name  of  Richard  Savage. 

preheottre  commaadt  of  God  hfmtetf,  there  ft  no  room  fer 
any  peculiar  emphaiii :  hi  $Uoi  noi  '^murder  not^tetr 
notfoUe  wilnets^  all  tb«  worda  aw  of  eqoat  value  tewatdi 
exprattbig  the  Divine  Comnand.  —  Caoaaa. 

»  This  character  of  the  *'  Life  of  Savago  *'  w  aotwiHteu 
by  Fielding;  at  has  been  tuDpoied.  bat  moat  probaMy  by 
Ralpbt  who.  as  appear*  from  the  mhiote*  of  tbe  paftoen  of 
**  The  Champion,^  In  the  poasettlon  of  Mr.  Reed,  of  Staple- 
Inn.  succeeded  Ftddhig  In  hli  share  of  the  paper,  befbra  tbe 
date  of  that  euloglom.  —  BoewsLL. 

*  Anne  Mason,  wife  of  Charles  Oerrsrd,  Vsrl  of  Ksodes- 
Scld,  of  the  first  creation.  He  died  In  1704.  and  was  sue- 
ceeded  by  bis  brother,  who  also  dying  without  uaue,  the  tltte 
boeane  extinct —CaoasB. 

*  The  late  Francis  Cockcrne  Cuat,  Esq.,  one  of  hts  Ma- 
jesty's coansel.^-BoBWUi..  ne  died  Nov.  80. 1791.— Wbiobt. 
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If  the  maxim, /otncm  tn  wo^falnmin  onad" 
Mtf,  were  to  be  receiyed  without  qumlificatioiiY 
the  credit  of  Savage's  narratiye,  as  conveyed 
to  118,  would  be  annihilated ;  for  it  contains 
some  assertions  which,  beyond  a  question,  are 
not  true. 

1.  In  order  to  induce  a  belief  that  the  Earl 
Rivers  —  on  account  of  a  criminal  connection 
with  whom,  Ladv  Macclesfield  is  said  to  have 
been  divorced  m>m  her  husband,  bj  act  of 
parliament  [16971  —  had  a  peculiar  anxietj 
about  the  child  which  she  bore  to  him,  it  is 
alleged,  that  his  Lordship  gave^  him  his  own 
name,  and  had  it  duly  recorded  in  the  register 
of  St  Andrew's,  Holbom.  I  have  carefully 
inspected  that  register,  but  no  such  entry  U  to 
be  found.' 

2.  It  is  iUted,  that  **Lady  Macclesfield, 
having  lived  for  some  time  upon  very  uneasy 
terms  with  her  husband,  thought  a  public  con- 
fession of  adultery  the  most  obvious  and  expe- 
ditious method  of  obtaining  her  libertj ;  **  and 
Johnson,  assuminff  this  to  oe  true,  stigmatises 
her  with  indignation,  as  ^  the  wretch  who  had, 
without  scruple,  prodaimed  herself  an  adul- 
tress."*  But  I  have  perused  the  Journals  of 
both  houses  of  Parliament  at  the  period  of  her 
divorce,  and  there  find  it  authenticallv  ascer- 
tained, that  so  far  finom  voluntarily  submitting 
to  Uie  ignominious  charge  of  adultery,  she 
made  a  strenuous  defence  by  her  Counsel ;  the 
bill  having  been  first  moved  the  15th  of  Ja- 
nuary, 1697-8,  in  the  House  of  Lords,  and 
proceeded  on  (with  various  applications  for 
time  to  bring  up  witnesses  at  a  distance,  &c.) 
at  intervals,  till  the  3d  of  March,  when  it 
passed.  It  was  brought  to  the  Commons,  by  a 
message  from  the  Lords,  the  5th  of  March, 
proceeded  on  the  7th,  10th,  11th,  14th,  and 
15th,  on  which  day,  after  a  full  examination  of 
witnesses  on  both  sides,  and  hearing  of  Counsel, 


1  Mr.  Cuft*«  raMoatas,  wfth  retpMt  to  tb«  SlUdon  of 
WdMrd  8aTM«,  alvayi  appeared  to  me  extremeljr  imsatlt« 
tectorj ;  and  u  antlrefy  ovcrtamad  bj  tha  following  dcclflT* 
obiarvatloot,  for  wU&  tbe  raader  b  Indebted  to  the  un- 
wearied  reeearehea  of  Mr.  Bindley.  —  The  itpry  on  which 
Mr.  Coet  to  aatich  letlee*  that  SaTage  vat  a  nippotltltioas 
AIM,  MC  the  MO  of  Lord  RlTera  and  Lady  Macdesfleid,  but 
tba  oAprteff  of  a  ihoemalier,  Introdoced  In  cooMoaeoce  of 
Imt  raal  lon't  death,  waa,  wttboot  doubt,  gnwodca  oa  the 


drenmataace  of  Lady  MaedeaSeld  baTlng ,  In  1696.  prevfouily 
to  tho  Mrth  of  SaTMe,  had  a  daofhter  by  the  Barl  RlTere, 
who  died  fa  her  InlhDcy  t  a  (bet  which,  aa  the  lane  gentle- 
Baa  obiarfee  to  sm,  was  proved  In  the  coune  of  the  pro* 
eeedfa«t  oo  Lord  MaeeleaSehl*!  Bill  of  DlvoreiL  Moat 
•ctlooa  of  thla  klad  havo  aoBM  admUtnro  of  tralh  io  Ihaai. 

^  Ma  LOME. 

Froaa  *•  TV  Emi  #  MbMCflfMrt  C^ar.**  whkh.  to  ISBV-S. 
aeaied  to  ttie  Lotda,  In  order  to  procnre  an  act  of 
It  appaare  that**ABne,  Coantees  of  Maccleaarid,  na- 
the  namof  Madaai  Smith,  ww  drUvered  of  a  aiale  child 
to  Fox  Cowt,  near  Braok  Streec,  Holbom,  by  Mn.  Wright, 
a  midwife,  oa  Saturday,  the  16th  of  Jaauary,  1696-7.  at  six 
o^elock  to  the  morvlag,  who  waa  baptlaed  oa  the  Mooday 
feUowtng.  and  regifterad  by  the  Mme  of  Richard,  the  mw  of 
Joha  Smith,  hj  Mr.  Borbrtdge,  awtotaat  Io  Dr.  Manolat- 
ham*t  curau  for  8L  Aadfew*t,  Holbera  s  that  the  cbfld  waa 
chHtteaed  oo  Meod^,  the  liUi  of  Jaoaary,  to  Fox  Coart; 
aad,  from  the  privacy,  waa  mppoeod  by  Mr.  Burbridaa  to  be 
'a  by-blow  or  bastard.***  it  alto  appeara.  that  dniiog  her 
Mlvery,  the  lady  wot*  a  maak:  aad  that  Mary  Fegler  oa  the 
nasi  tty  after  the  haptloa  (Toaaday )  took  a  male  child, 
whoee  aiother  waa  called  Madam  Smith,  from  the  houte  of 
Mff«.  FhaaiMH.  who  weal  \n  the  aame  of  Mrt.  Lee.  in  Fox 
[fnaatof  ftaa  Btaaa  Stroac  toto  Or^a  Ian  L«m.) 


it  was  reported  without  amendmenti,  passed, 
and  carried  to  the  Lords. 

That  Lady  Macclesfield  was  convicted  of 
the  crime  of  which  she  was  accused,  cannot  be 
denied ;  but  the  question  now  is,  whether  the 
person  calling  himself  Richard  Savage  was  her 
son. 

It  has  been  said',  that  when  Earl  Rivers  was 
dying,  and  anxious  to  provide  for  all  his  na- 
tural children,  he  was  informed  by  Ladv 
Macclesfield,  that  her  son  by  him  was  dead. 
Whether,  then,  shall  we  believe  that  this  was  a 
malignant  lie,  invented  by  a  mother  to  prevent 
her  own  child  from  receivins  the  bounty  of  his 
father,  which  was  accordinff^  the  consequence, 
if  the  person  whose  life  Johnson  wrote  was 
her  son ;  or  shall  we  not  rather  believe  that 
the  person  who  then  assumed  the  name  of 
Richard  Savage  was  an  impostor,  beine  in 
reality  the  son  of  the  shoemaker,  under  whose 
wife's   care^  Lady  Macclesfield*8   child  was 

§Uced ;  that  afler  the  death  of  the  real  Richard 
avage,  he  attempted  to  personate  him;  and 
that  the  iraud  being  known  to  Lady  Maccles- 
field, he  was  therefore  repulsed  l^'her  with 
just  resentment  P 

There  is  a  strong  circumstance  in  support  of 
the  last  supposition ;  thouch  it  has  been  men- 
tioned as  an  aggravation  of  Lad;|rMacclesfield*s 
unnatural  conduct,  and  that  is,  her  haTing 

{>revented  him  from  obtaining  the  benefit  of  « 
egac^  lefl  to  him  by  Mrs.  Lloyd,  his  godmotiier. 
For  if  there  was  such  a  legacy  Idl,  hia  not 
being  able  to  obtain  payment  of  it  must  be 
imputed  to  his  consciousness  that  he  was  not 
the  real  person.  The  just  inference  should  bo., 
that  by^  the  death  of  Lady  Macclesfield's  child 
before  its  godmother,  the  legacy  became  lapsed, 
and  therefore  that  Johnson's  Richard  Savvge 
was  an  impostor. 
If  he  h»d  a  title  to  the  legacy,  he  could  not 

CoafonaaMo  to  tbli  •lalemeat  If  the  entry  la  tiM  rwtiater 
of  St.  Andrew*!,  Holbom,  which  It  aa  followt,  and  which 
unqneatiooablr  records  the  baptiim  of  Rlcfaani  Savairp.  to 
whom  LiOfd  fUreri  gare  hia  own  Christian  name.  prrSvc^  to 
the  aatumed  eumame  of  hia  mother  :—**Jaa.  1696-7.  Richard, 
■oo  of  John  Smith  and  Mary,  in  Fox  Court,  to  Graj'a  Ion 
Lane,  baptlaed  the  ISih.**— .Bwdlit. 

Mr.  Cost  and  Mr.  Boawell't  share  of  the  argamem  nad 
ataertioos  to  the  text  not  being  distinguished,  H  la  not  fH>«. 
dble  to  aay  which  of  them  hasarded  the  erroaeoos  statemmt 
relative  to  the  parish  register  of  St.  Andrew's,  which  crriAio  *  v 
doea  oontato  what  the  text  asserts  is  aot  to  be  liouad  In  Ic.  [f 
the  maxlau  therefore,  /steasi  to  sme,  Jolawm  to  eimi 
were  to  be  applied  to  lAna,  all  their  obeerraiioos  must  I 
jeetad.  Oa  toe  other  head,  Mr.  BIndley's  rasearehca 
oaJy  to  prove  what  has  beea  generally  admitted,  that  L„a*s« 
Maeelesfleld  had  a  child,  by  Lord  Rivers,  bapclafd  l>y  ctki 
oaoM  of  Richard ;  bat  It  does  not  disprove  the  aasettinn.  t^«t 
tUa  child  died  to  Its  infancy,  and  thai  Savaca^  when  betw, 
seventeen  aad  eighteen,  assumed  its  name.  Saragir, 
latter  to  MIm  Carter,  admlto  that  he  did  pam  under  ano«i 
name  tUl  he  was  seventeen  years  of  ago,  but  aot  the  aj 
any  peraoo  he  lived  with —  LV^pfUn,  CmUr,  ««l.  t. 
^  Caoaia. 

s  No  dlvorea  cao  be  obtolned  to  the  courts  oa  mere  < 
sloa  of  the  party.    There  must  be  prooft.—Kaaaiicv. 

*  Bv  Johnson,  to  his  Life  of  Savage.  .-Malomu 

4  This,  as  an  accurale  friend  iwmarfca  to  ma.  Is 
raetly  stated.    The  shoemaker  under  whose  care   9v«« 
waa  plawd,  with  a  view  to  his  becoming  his  apprrotk-v.  »'^ 
not  the  husband  of  hisjwiraa.       S««  Johaaoa'a  i.*Jlm    -* 

te  ^^  «• 


\ 
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hare  firand  any  diflknltj  in  recovering  it ;  for 
had  the  executors  resisted  his  dium,  the  whole 
ODsta,  M  well  as  the  legacy,  must  have  been 
paid  by  them,  if  he  had  Men  the  child  to  whom 
**  "■**  given,  * 


It 

The  talents  of  Savage,  and  the  mmgled  fire, 
mdeness,  pride,  meanness,  and  ferocity  of  his 
character^  concur  in  making  it  credible  that 
he  was  fit  to  plan  and  carry  on  an  ambitious 
and  daring  scneme  of  imposture,  similar  in- 
stances oi  which  have  not  been  wanting  in 
higher  spheres,  in  the  history  of  different  coun- 
tries, and  have  had  a  considerable  degree  of 


Tei,  on  the  other  hand,  to  the  companion  of 

Johnson  (who,  through  whatever  medium  he 

was  eonreyed  into  this  world,  be  it  ever  so 

doubtlhl,   ^  to  whom    related,  or  by  whom 

begot,"  was,  nnquestionably,  a  man  of  no  com- 

non  endowments,)  we  must  allow  the  weight 

of  general  repute  as  to  his  datiu  or  parentage, 

though  illicit ;  and,  supposing  him  to  be  an 

impostor,  it  seems  strange  diat  Lord  Tyrconnel, 

the   nephew    of   Lady  Macclesfield,    should 

patronise  him,  and  even  admit  him  as  a  guest 

in  his  fkmily.^     Lastly,  it  must  ever  appear 

very  suspicions,  that  three  different  accounts 

of  rae  Lue  of  Richard  Savage, — one  published 

in  **  The  Fbdn  Dealer,"  in  1724,  another  in 

1727,   and   another  by  the  powerful  pen  of 

Johooon,  in    1744, — and  all  of  them  while 

Lady  Macclesfield  was  alive  ^,  should,  notwith- 

standins  the   severe  attacks  upon  her,  have 

been  wiSered  to  pass  without  any  public  and 

dSectatl  contradiction.' 

I  hsre  thus  endeavoured  to  sum  up  the 
evidenoe  upon  the  case,  as  fairly  as  I  can ;  and 


priie; 


Is  4eidUt9€:  If  Smnge  was  wbat  he  letinwuled 
to  te,  iwthlng  coold  ham  prtrcnled  hit  rMovtring 

kit  tegacj- Cbokis. 

in  to  ham  pcrmakM  Chat 

Ihathe  rsMablad  blm  InuTiiif  •  noble 

after  paJntfof  in  itronf  ooloan  tiie 

a  hard  l^roonod  and  SaTaga,  aaaerta  that 

of  Mr.  Sstace^  faideed,  never  suflkred  hfan  to 

leoociUation:  be  racumed  reproach  for  reproach, 

tar  fauidt.''    But  the  reipecuble  gentleman  to 

I  hare  aUoded,  has  in  hla  poaienlon  a  letter  from 

Lord  Trivannel  had  diaearded  hfan,  addressed 

Mr.  Gilbert,  hla  Iiordshtp*s  chaplain,  In  vhlch 

Ufaoi,  In  the  bombleat  manner,  to  represent  his 

■ae  to  tbe  mtoomA,  —  Boswuj.. 

J  Timrttii.  to  Saeafe^  InfDrmation,  Johnson   represents 

I's  bang  received  as  a  companion  bjr  Lord 

~  bf  his  Lordship^  as  posterior  to 

'a  conyicoon  and  pardon.    But  I  am  assured,  that 

!  had  reeeNnd  the  voinntarr  bonnt¥  of  Lord  Tjrrooonel, 

'leaaiaaad  bv  hfan  long  before  the  mmder  was 

that  his  Lordship  eras  vary  Instrumental  in 

iTSflt's  pardon,  bf  his  Intercession  with  the 

igfajLndj  Hertford!    If,  therefore,  he  had 


r  nrerootlna  the  pobUcatlon  bf  Savage,  he  would 
hnn  to  his  fatCL    Indeed,  I  most  observe,  that  al- 


ttlotts  tiMt  Loid  Tyreonners  petrooage 

**  upon  hla  promise  to  lay  aside  his  design  of 

tko  croHty  of  his  mother,**  the  great  biographer 

that  he  liiaaaelf  has  mentioned,  that  Sav«ce*s 

told  several  years  before  In  **  The  PUln 

wliich  he  euotea  this  strong  saving  of  the 

.Jdiard  SCoele,  that  the  "faihomanity  of  his 

had  given  him  a  right  to  dod  every  good  man  his 
At  the  aaoBO  tine  It  most  be  acknowledged,  that 
2^  MaiileiflrM  and  bar  relations  might  still  wish  that 
^  rtorr  sboold  not  be  brooght  into  more  conspicuous  notice 
fey  t^  satMeal  pen  of  Savage.  —  Boswiix. 
4  wk.  ■«..<.«  aiier  having  forfeited  the  title  of  Lady  Mac- 


the  result  seems  to  be,  that  the  world  must 
vibrate  in  a  state  of  uncertainty  as  to  what  was 
the  truth. 

This  digression,  I  trust,  will  not  be  censured, 
as  it  relates  to  a  matter  exceedingly  curious, 
and  very  intimately  connected  wiUi  Johnson, 
both  as  a  man  and  an  author. 

He  this  ^ear  wrote  the  "Preface  to  the 
Harleian  Miscellany.**  ♦  The  selection  of  the 
pamphlets  of  which  it  was  composed  was  made 
by  Mr.  Oldvs,  a  man  of  eager  curiosity,  and 
indefatigable  dili^nce,  who  first  exerted  that 
spirit  of  inquiry  mto  ihe  literature  of  the  old 
English  writers,  by  which  the  works  of  our 
great  dramatic  poet  have  of  late  been  so  sig- 
nally illustrated.^ 


CHAPTER  Vni. 
1745—1749. 

**  Ohiervatums  on  Maebeth^**  and  **PropoaalM  far  a 
new  Edition  of  Shakapeare."* — **  Proloffue,  on  the 
opening  ofDrury  Lane  Theatre,** —  Prospectua  of 
Ae  Dictionary,  —  Progreaa  of  the  Work,  —  Ivy 
Lane  GaA,  —  TSmbridge  WeUa,  —  •<  Life  of  Hoa^ 
coMmon." — **Prffaee  to  Doddetfa  Preceptor.**  — 
«  Fiaion  of  Theodore,** —<*  T%e  FanUy  of  Human 
Wi^kea,** — •*  Irene*  aded  ai  Dnuy  Lane. 

Lr  1745,  he  published  a  pamphlet  entitled 
**  Hifisoellaneous  Observations  on  the  Tragedy 


dcsleld  by  divorce,  was  married  to  Colond  Brett,  and,  it  Is 
said,  was  well  known  tai  all  the  polite  dreles.  Colley  Gibber, 
I  am  Informed,  had  so  high  an  opinion  of  her  taste  and  Judg- 
ment as  to  genteel  life  and  manners,  that  he  submitted  everv 
scene  of  his  *'  Careless  Husband  "  to  Mrs.  Brett* s  revisal  ani 
correction.  Colonel  Brett  was  reported  to  be  ftiae  in  bis 
gallantry  with  his  lady's  maid.  Mrs.  Brett  came  into  a  room 
one  day  In  her  own  mmse,  and  found  the  Colonel  and  her 
maid  both  fast  asleep  In  two  chairs.  She  tied  a  white  hand* 
kerchief  round  her  husband's  neck,  which  was  a  suAdent 
proof  that  she  had  discovered  his  Intrlgne ;  but  she  never  at 
any  time  took  notice  of  It  to  him.  This  Inddent,  as  I  am 
tou,  gave  occasion  to  the  well-wrougbt  scene  of  Sir  Charles 
and  Lady  Easy,  and  Edging.  ~Boswill. 

Lady  Maeclesfleld  died  1753,  aged  above  W.  Her  eldett 
daughter,  by  Col.  Brett,  was,  for  the  few  last  months  of  his 
life,  the  mistress  of  George  L  (See  Walpole*s  Reminia^ 
eemeea.)  Her  marriage  ten  years  after  her  royal  lover's 
death  Is  thus  announced  in  the  Gent.  Mac.  1717  :.-**  Sepi.  17. 
Sir  W.  Lemon,  ^  NartkaU,  Bart.,  to  Miu  Brett  of  Bond 
Street,  on  ketreuj**  and  again  next  month->**0cf.8.  Sir 
WUUom  Lemom,  of  NortkotL  Baronet,  to  Miaa  Brett,  ho(f 
nater  to  Mr.  Soaoge,  aen  to  Ike  tote  EoH  Bioera ; "  for  the 
diilBrenoe  of  date  I  know  not  how  to  account ;  but  the  second 
insertion  was.  no  doubt,  made  by  Savage  to  countenance  his 
own  pretensioni  ~.  Cbokib. 

*  It  should,  however,  as  Boswdl  himself  suggests,  be  re- 
collected, before  we  draw  any  conclusion  from  Lady  Mae- 
desfleld's  forliearance  to  prosecute  a  libeller,  that  however 
innocent  she  might  be  as  to  Savage,  she  was  undeniably  and 
inexcusably  guilty  fai  other  respects,  and  would  have  been 
naturally  reluctant  to  drag  ha  fhdltics  again  before  the 
puUic  —  Caoxaa. 

•  William  Oldys  was  bom  In  1696.  In  17S7  he  published 
**  The  British  Librarian :  an  Abstract  of  our  most  scarce, 
nseftil.  and  valuable  Books ; "  and.  In  173S,  a  Life  of  Sir 
Walter  Raldgfa.  He  also  contributed  several  artldes  to  the 
Oenerd  Dictionary,  and  the  Blognmhia  Britannlca.  He 
dledfail76L-WBiOHT. 
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of  Macbeth,  whh  Remarin  on  Sir  T.  H/s  (Sir 
ThomM  Haiimer*t)  Editioa  of  Shakspeare.**  *  * 
To  which  he  affixed,  Proposals  for  a  new 
edition  of  that  poet. 

Ai  we  do  not  trace  any  thin^  else  pnUished 
bj  him  daring  the  oourse  of  this  jear,  we  may 
conjectnre  that  he  was  occnpied  entirely  with 
that  work.  But  the  little  enoottraf;ement  which 
was  giren  by  the  public  to  hia  anoaymoas 
propMals  for  the  execution  of  a  task  which 
Warburton  was  known  to  have  laodertaken, 

Erobably  damped  his  ardour.  His  pamphlet, 
owever,  was  highly  esteemed,  and  was  rorta- 
nate  enough  to  obtain  the  ^yprobadon  even  of 
the  snperalious  Warburton  himself^  who,  in 
the  Preface  to  his  Shakspeare,  published  two 
years  afterwards,  thus  mentioned  it :  *^  As  to 
all  those  things  which  have  been  published  under 
the  titles  of  Suaytj  RemarkSj  Obtervatiant^ 
&c.  on  Shakspeare,  if  you  except  some  Critical 
Notes  on  Macbeth,  given  as  a  specimen  of  a 
projected  edition,  and  written,  as  appears,  by  a 
man  of  parts  and  genius,  the  rest  are  abso- 
lutely below  a  serious  notice.** 

Of  this  flattering  distincdon  shown  to  him 
by  Warburton,  a  very  grateful  remembrance 
was  ever  entertained  by  Johnson,  who  said, 
**  He  praised  me  at  a  time  when  praise  was  of 
ralue  to  me.** 

In  ]  746,  it  is  probable  that  he  was  siill  em- 
ploved  upon  his  Shak^)eare,  which  perhaps  he 
laid  aside  for  a  time,  upon  account  of  the  high 
expectations  which  were  formed  of  Warbnr- 
ton*s  edition  of  that  great  poet.  It  is  somewhat 
curious,  that  his  literary  career  appears  to  have 
been  almost  totally  susiiended  m  the  years 
1745  and  174(S,  those  years  which  were  marked 
by  a  civil  war  in  Great  Britain,  when  a  rash 
attempt  was  made  to  restore  the  House  of 
Stuart  to  the  throne.  That  he  had  a  tender- 
ness for  that  nnfortunate  House,  is  well  known ; 
and  seme  mxf  faacifnily  imagine,  that  a  sym- 


oTUmU 


;  MrtUment. 
ilm  volonm 


niu 


lolCTS.  H« 
of  ComiMons  In  Qimmi  Ann«*s  Uit 
Mar  ft.  1746.  His  8bak^M«r«,  la 
M  paMisb«d  ill  1714.  —  Wbhsst. 
*  In  the  Garrlok  Comtpoadenep^  tber«  !•  a  latter  i 
kart  Walaetley.  dal«4  Nov.  S.  1746.  cvnUloliui  chU  , 
— **  When  you  m«  Mr.  Johnson,  pray  five  ny  cons  pit  meat*, 
Md  tell  Mm  I  eateen  hlin  at  a  freat  frenitti  ~  fuflf  I  'j#«  hntk 
la kmae^mmd  ike  voHd."  Upon  which  the  Editor  olMervea. 
-  Bflvetm  ike  pemn  1741  and  1749.  Jokm$om  lUrrmUy  vrote 
■oCMv.  TV  rtketUam  tkmi  wfm  tken  rmgimti  perkapi  fnt/n''fd 
Mn  wok  dk  ktfet  Cl«f  mtfarked  to  kU  paittieai  prmetpirs. 
Be  Jbfwrf  tke  Bomee  ef  Shutrt,  antf  in  Ike  tmeeeu  of  the  rrr- 
iemder  wugkl  maiufite  kit  awm  imdependemce."  G.  C.  1.  4ft. 
It  wonld  be,  1  readily  admit,  too  racetftil  to  beHere  that  hit 
ttterarr  powers  were  tttspendad  by  **  srmpatbedc  anxiety :  ** 
but  It  It  Httle  lees  so  to  laacloe  with  Mr.  Boswell.  that  he 
bad  employed  these  two  years  In  contenplattve  preperation 
fee  Ms  ftiCiire  Dictionary  He  most  have  had  some  neana, 
bowefsi  small,  of  subslstinee.  In  the  absence  then  of  any 
other  esplanatloQ.  t  cannot  r«)eet  as  altogether  Csndfel  the 
Idea  of  the  OmrHek  Editor,  thtt  he  may  have  been  diverted 
from  his  erdbiary  pursuits  ~  net  by  **  sympathetk*  ae&My.** 
b«t  by  some  mere  pereooal  share  ra  the  proceeding*  of  the 
imooUkm  partf.  We  shall  see  bereallcr  {At^.  17«)  that 
he  WW  rnlvy  to  the  coneealment  of  at  least  eae  of  the 
Bootdh  JaooWles,  who  waa  hiding  fram  Justice  for  hU  chare 
la  the  rebelliov  t  may  he  not  have  been  In  some  diflleul. 
lies  wMca  might  eecestoa  bla  oern  sbsenceorcoocealmMit? 
mifht  this  not  have  been  the  peHod  of  bis  temporary  lepe. 
ralMn  from  hU  wlte»  tf  ny  each  iMnf  ever  occwted  ?  and 
taally.  tt  It  at  toast  a  outous  roinridwips,  that  Johnson's 


pathetic  aaziety  impeded  Ae  exertion  of  hia 
mteUectnal  powers':  but  I  am  inclined  to 
think,  that  he  was,  during  this  time,  sketching 
the  OQtIinet  of  hia  great  ]^lok>g;icaI  work. 

None  of  his  letters  during  those  years  are 
extant,  so  far  as  I  can  discover.  This  is  much 
to  be  regretted.  It  might  afford  some  enter- 
tainment to  see  how  he  then  expressed  himself 
to  his  private  fnenda  conoeming  state  affairs. 
Dr.  Adams  informs  me,  that  ^  at  this  time  a 
favourite  object  which  be  had  in  contemplation 
was  *  The  Life  of  Alfred;*  in  which,  from  the 
warmth  with  which  he  spoke  about  it,  he 
would,  I  believe,  had  he  been  master  of  his 
own  will,  have  engaged  himself,  rather  than  on 
any  other  subject?* 

In  1747,  it  18  sapposed  that  the  Grentleman*s 
Magazine  for  May  was  enriched  by  him  with 
five  short  poetical  pieces  distinguished  by  throe 
asterisks.  The  first  is  a  translation,  or  rather 
a  paraphrase,  of  a  Latin  £piti4)h  on  Sir 
Thomas  Hanmer.  Whether  the  Latin  was  hi.s 
or  not,  I  have  never  heard^  though  I  shoul*] 
think  it  probably  was,  if  it  be  certain  that  he 
wrote  the  English ;  as  to  which  my  only  catxsc 
of  doubt  is,  that  hn  slishting  character  of 
Hanmer  as  an  editor,  in  his  **  Observatioos  cm 
Macbeth,**  is  very  difierent  from  thai  in  the 
Epitaph.  It  may  beaaid,  that  there  is  the  aanie 
contrariety  between  the  character  in  the  Ob- 
servations, and  that  in  his  own  Preface  to 
Shakspeare;  but  a  oonsiderable  time  elap^ied 
between  the  one  publication  and  the  other, 
whereas,  the  Observations  and  the  Epitaph 
came  close  together.  The  others  are,  ^  To 
Miss  ^  on  her  giving  the  Author  a  c^M 
and  silk  net-work  Purse  of  her  own  weaving  ;*• 
"  Stella  in  Moumingj"  "  The  Winter*s  Walk ;" 
**  An  Ode ; "  and,  ** To  Lvce,  an  elderly  Ladr.- 
I  am  not  positive  that  ail  these  were  bi«  pro- 
ductions'; but  as  •*  The  Wmter^s  Walk  -  hr.« 
never  been  controverted  to  be  his,  and  all  of 


disappearanoe  from  the  Geotlemaa*i  Masulne,  F«t».  1744 
(««lr,  p.  4S.  n.  I.)  b  eM^aitf  cumtempmrmmemu  wItH  t*tr 
arrest  of  Col.  Cecil,  the  Pretenders  agcot  and  th^  ^t-n.  r^ 
afltatios  Into  which  the  country  was  thrown  br  tb'*  k«  ^'t 
mcksace  to  Parliament  an  noun dn  a  an  taivasion.  and  th^t  i^ 
reappaars  In  1747,  wbmi  the  rebellion  and  all  Its  fatal  ron»4v 
qarnces  were  over.  I  havn  a  stroof  suspicion  thai  fWmi  t>  • 
p(>Hod  dates  what  1  may  rail  his  morbid  anttpathr  tn  t|  ^ 
Scotch ;  and  I  also  fklnily  sutppct  that  a  stronjc  w*%h  t*>  rv^ 
cover  an  old  letter  out  of  th^  hands  of  TVsncis  StUAct.  tin* 
of  Ms  amanurates  In  oompilinft  the  Dictionary.  WNav  K«vf> 
ri'rerence  tothii  period.  SecpnsI,  Dec.  1779. 17th  frtt  mt*Jt 
Iftfh  March,  17S4.  and  th4>  notes  about  Francis  Slunrt  ui  tik* 

AmtondiK CaoKn,  1S4C. 

'  la  the  «*  Uaivertal  Visiter.**  to  which  Johnana  <v>c.f rt- 


botMl.  the  mark  which  it  affixed  to  some  pieces  vnqtv^t  i  «». 
ably  his.  Is  also  found  subJoin«<d  to  others,  of  wh>rlk  t«> 
oeruinly  was  not  th)>  author.  The  osarh,  therHbr*>,  wi't  t»x 
ascertain  the  poems  In  queatinn  to  have  been  wrltt«-«i  t^j  h--n 
Som'«  of  them  were  pmhablr  the  prodoctlona  of  lim*rk*Tv\  * :  ^ 
who,  it  Is  believed,  was  aSlicted  with  the  govt  Th«*  vt^r^^ 
on  a  Purse  were  Inserted  Hfterwards  to  Mrs.  wnilNina**  \f  ^. 
eelliintes,  and  are,  unqiiestirmaMy.  Johnson's.** —  Mtw>wff . 

There  Is  no  evidence  whatever  that  msv  of  rhrs^  m^*^ 
lohnsnn*s,  and  every  reason  tn  suppoee  that  th«>y  «,r>  ^*i 
Ilawltetsrorth*s.  The  ode  which  Boswell  doobts  at*  ■•.t  ti» 
Internal  evidence,  U  the  od^  tn  S*rf^,  which,  a*  wr-*i  «« 
those  on  Smmmer^  Amimwm,  and  WhUer,  have  (ten  o'  )y , 
pQbllshed  u  John«oo*s.  and  are  no  doubt,  m  Boswe^i  «.,, « 
all  bj  the  sense  hand.  Bat  we  see  that  WAar  bsnrs  lf»t#>r«  ^• 
marks  of  not  bHnft  Johnsnii*s,  and  of  bang  llawke^««r*»»*« 

Hr. 
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tbem  Iisre  tlie  nine  mask,  it  ii  Teaaonable  to 
eoodvle  that  they  are  all  written  b j  the  same 
biai  Tet  to  the  Ode,  in  which  we  find  a 
ptMfe  rety  characteristic  of  hiiUy  being  a 
toned  description  of  the  gout, 

I  *  Vthapipjt  whom  to  beds  of  pun 

,  Artkritick  t  jnumy  oondgnt ; 

tbtre » the  foOowing  note,  "The  suthor  bemg 
iQ  of  the  gout :  **  but  Johnaon  was  not  attacked 
with  that  distemper  till  a  Terj  late  period  of 
ha  ^  Uaj  not  this,  howerer,  be  a  poetical 
fietknf  Whjmaj  not  a  poet  suppose  himself 
to  ksve  die  goat,  aa  well  as  snppose  himself  to 
be  m  kve,  en  which  we  have  mnomerabie  in- 
siaaees,  and  wUch  has  been  a&nirably  ridiculed 
bf  Jdbson  in  his  ''Life  of  Cowlej?"*  I 
ure  also  some  difficulty  to  beliere  that  he 
ooaid  prodooe  rach  a  group  of  eonceUs  as  ap- 
pen-  in  the  Teraee  to  L  joe,  in  which  he  claims 
for  ^ancient  personage  aa  good  a  right  to 
be  iwiiiilated  to  heawn^  as  nymphs  whom 
otiier  poets  hare  flattered ;  he  therefore  irom- 
fiUy  HoiheB  to  her  the  attributes  of  the  sky, 
tc  neh  fltaaaa  aa  thia :  — 

'  Her  totth  the  nifkt  with  darkmtu  diss, 
Sbt?t  ttarr^d  with  pimples  o^er ; 
Her  loQgve  like  nunlile  /ijAft'iiy  plies, 
wiih  tktmtkr  roar.** 


Bst  SI,  at  a  Tery  advanced  age,  he  could  con- 
^^ttcend  to  trifle  in  naml^'pamby  rhymes,  to 
p^esM  Ifn.  Thrale  and  ha*  daughter,  he  may 
m,  IB  his  earlier  yeaii,  eomposad  such  a 

PettSithis. 

It  k  remarkable,  that  in  this  first  edition  of 
^'TWWmter^s  Walk,**  the  concluding  line  is 
■sck  more  Johnaanian  tiian  it  was  afUrwards 
vioted ;  fiir  in  sabsequent  editions,  after  pray- 
H  Mb  to  **  snatdi  him  to  her  arms,**  ne 

*  kad  tkUd  ma  from  the  Ob  oriUe." 
^fioms  in  the  first  ediUon  it  is 

"  A^  Ufc  me  from  the  tight  of  lite,'' 


to  th«  C«fit  Wif.  for  174S  attffitatai 

OfvvUle,  a  name  known  to  hmte  bean  m- 

Tbr  TerMt  on  the  "  Purte  **  md  Co 

**  are  oertelaly  kqr  tin  mom  head  as 

vbolo  tberafora  mar  be  aieigned  to 

',  alt  tiaati  dMuld  ba  remorad  froa 


konor  wm  not  of  lifte^  bat  of  death. 


ead  iW  critk,  who  I  mmiOM  vai  Doctor 

te  ihk  ol^ectloa,  for  Jobiuon  hat  *'  imdif- 

of  *iriclMratceiieem'*  In  bU  DictionarT, 

'  1  wUl  kMk  on 


^_ hat  too  fcrrra  on  tho  eatra* 

he  l«  cIm  eblerSfore  In  then ,  for  be  wai. 

Rta  uloewiitij  dnrtoa  hit  toleran  trial 

f,  1  have  hoard  Mr.  David  Hume  ob- 

ooe  of  the  tnj  few  ipeechet  of  Mr. 

r  MMtAoM.  aiuhratkallf  given)  vae 

nked  if  he  bad  anr  onectlou  to 

Va*hcn«.  who  was  one  of  the  ttroiigest 

he  aaiworod.  **  t  oolr  «bh  bin  Jmr  of 

of  doith.  la  the  borrtblo 

190&  siflitat 


A  horror  at  life  in  general  is  more  consonant 
with  Johnson*s  habitual  gloomy  cast  of  Uiought.* 
I  have  heard  him  repeat  with  great  energy 
the  following  verses,  which  appeared  in  the 
Gentleman^s  Magazine  £ar  April  this  year; 
but  I  hare  no  authority  to  aay  they  were  his 
own.  Indeed,  one  of  the  best  critics  of  our 
age  suggests  to  me,  that  "  the  word  ia^it^sa^ 
being  used  in  the  aense  of  without  concern,  and 
being  also  very  nnpoetical,  renders  it  im- 
probable that  they  should  have  been  his  com- 
position.** ' 

OH  LORD   LOTAT*S  aZXCUTIOV. 

**  IHtaed  by  paatir  nimda  KiucAaaocK  died; 
The  frniM,  Bauibiixiio,  were  on  thy  aide; 
RADCLirri,  unhappy  io  his  crimes  of  youth. 
Steady  in  what  he  still  mistook  lor  truth. 
Beheld  bis  death  so  decently  unmoved* 
The  Moji  lamented,  and  the  braoe  approred. 
But  LoTAT*s  fote  indifferently  we  view. 
True  to  no  king,  to  no  region  true : 
Vofair  forgets  the  mm  be  has  done ; 
No  ekild  laments  the  tyrant  of  his  mn  ; 
No  Targ  pities,  thinking  what  he  was ; 
No  Whig  compsssioni,  far  he  Uft  ike  eaaae  ; 
The  brmm  regret  not,  for  he  was  not  brave ; 
The  hameat  moum  not,  knowing  him  a  knave  t*** 

Tins  year  his  old  pupil  and  friend,  Darid 
Qarrick,  having  become  joint  patentee  and 
manager  of  Drur^  Lane  theatre,  Johnson 
honoured  his  opening  of  it  with  a  Prologue*, 
which,  for  just  and  manly  dramatic  criticism 
on  the  whole  range  of  the  English  stage,  aa 
well  as  for  poeticiu  excellence,  is  unrivalled. 
Like  the  celebrated  Epilogue  to  tho  ^  Dis- 
tressed Mother,**^  it  was,  during  the  season, 
often  called  for  by  the  audience.  The  most 
striking  and  brilliant  passages  of  it  have  been 
so  often  repeated,  and  are  so  well  recollected 
by  all  the  lovers  of  the  drama  and  of  poetry, 
that  it  would  be  superfluous  to  point  them 
out.  In  the  6entleman*s  Magazine  for  De- 
cember this  year,  he  inserted  an  **  Ode  on 
Winter,**  which  is,  I  think,  an  admirable  spe- 
cimen of  his  genius  for  lyric  ])oetrv.^ 

But  the  year  1747  is  distinguuhed  as  the 


he  was  retiring  from  the  bar,  ho  uid,  "  Fate  yoo  well«  aay 
lords,  we  ihall  not  all  meet  andn  in  mie  place."  He  behared 
with  perfeet  compoeiire  at  nto  oxccotioo,  and  called  out, 
**  J)uUt  it  dtMrum  eU  pro  patri4  mtori. ' ' — Bocwbll. 

He  was  a  profligate  Tillaia,  and  deserred  death  for  bis 
moral,  at  leaaL  as  much  as  for  his  political,  offences.  There 
la.  In  the  Geotleman'a  Magarlno  for  April,  I747,aaaocount  of 
the  behariour  of  Lord  LoTat  at  his  excctttioo.  the  latter  part 
of  which,  censurtaig  pleasantry  As  arttemlo  mwrtu,  hears  stroBK 
interiMl  evidenee,  both  la  matter  and  manner,  of  harfaic  been 
written  bjr  Johnson.  The  hiterest  which  be  took  in  this 
transaction  may  hare  flxed  la  his  memory  the  lines  on  Loid 
Lovat,  which  otrtalalf  do  not  resomblo  hia  o«m  stylo.* 
CaoKBa. 

4  '•  In  1711  AraVroce  Philips  broagfat  opoo  tho  stage, '  Tbe 
Distressed  Mother/ almost  a  translation  of  Racine's  *  Andro- 
nmque.*  It  waecoocloded  with  the  meet  siicoeasful  epUofue 
that  was  erer  yet  spoken  on  the  BngUsb  theatre.  The  tbreo 
first  nights  it  was  redted  twice,  and  conttnuad  to  bo  demanded 
through  the  run,  as  it  Is  termed,  of  tho  play.**  Jokmtom, 
14ft  of  A,  PktUfi.^  WtiavT.  This  celebrated  prologne, 
though  attributed  Io  BudgeU,  wat  written  by  Addben.  A. 
put,  96th  April.  1776 — CaoKaa,  1846. 

>  CartalnlyBavheiworth'a.  Soa«Nil„p.  64.  n.S.~CaflKai. 
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epodi  when  Jo1inson*8  arduous  and  inmortant 
wori^  hia  ^  Dictionabt  or  thb  "Evqjasu 
LaxguaoKi**  waa  announced  to  the  world,  bj 
the  publication  of  its  Plan  or  Prospectut. 

How  long  tbia  immense  undertaking  had 
been  the  object  of  his  contemplation,  I  do 
not  know.  I  once  asked  him  by  what  means 
he  had  attained  to  that  astonishing  knowledge 
of  our  language,  by  which  he  was  enabled  to 
realise  a  design  of  such  extent  and  accumu- 
lated difficulty.  He  told  me,  that  '*  it  was 
not  the  effect  of  particular  study ;  but  that  it 
had  grown  up  in  nis  mind  insensibly.**  I  have 
been  informed  by  Mr.  James  Dodsley,  that 
several  years  before  this  period,  when  Johnson 
was  one  day  sitting  in  his  brother  Robertas 
shop,  he  heard  his  brother  suggest  to  him,  that 
A  Dictionary  of  the  English  Language  would 
be  a  work  that  would  l^  well  received  by  the 
public ;  that  Johnson  seemed  at  first  to  catch 
at  the  proposition,  but,  after  a  pause,  said,  in 
his  abrupt  decisive  manner,  "  I  believe  I  shall 
not  undertake  it.*'  That  he,  however,  had 
bestowed  much  thotij|;ht  upon  the  subject,  be- 
fore he  published  his  **Plan,**  is  evident  from 
the  enlarged,  clear,  and  accurate  views  which 
it  exhibits;  and  we  find  him  mentioning  in 
that  tract,  that  many  of  the  writers  whose 
testimonies  were  to  be  produced  as  authorities, 
wore  selected  by  Pope ;  which  proves  that  he 
had  been  Aimished,  probably  oy  Mr.  Robert 
Dodsley,  with  whatever  hints  that  eminent 
poet  had  contributed  towards  a  great  literary 
projacti  that  had  been  the  subject  of  important 
consideration  in  a  former  reign. 

The  booksellers  who  contracted  with  John- 
son, sinffle  and  unaided,  for  the  execution  of  a 
work,  which  in  other  countries  has  not  been 
ejected  but  by  the  co-ooerating  exertions  of 
many,  were  Mr.  Robert  Dodsley,  Mr.  Charles 
Ilitcn,  Mr.  Andrew  Millar,  the  two  Messieurs 
Longman,  and  the  two  Messieurs  Knanton. 
The  price  stipulated  was  fifteen  hundred  and 
'seventy-five  pounds. 

The  "  Plan  **  was  addressed  to  Philip  Dor- 
mer, Earl  of  Chesterfield,  then  one  of  his 
Mf^C8ty*s  Principal  Secretaries  of  State ;  a 
nobleman  who  was  very  ambitious  of  literary 
distinction,  and  who,  upon  being  informed  of 
the  design,  had  exjpreased  himself  in  terms 
very  favourable  to  its  success.  There  is,  per- 
haps, in  every  thing  of  any  consequence,  a 
secret  history  which  it  would  be  amusing  to 
know,  could  we  have  it  authentically  commu- 
nicated. Johnson  told  me  (Sept  22.  1777, 
going  from  Ashboum  to  Islam),  ^  Sir,  the  way 
m  which  the  plan  of  my  Dictionary  came  to  he 
inscribed  to  Lord  Chesterfield,  was  this :  I  had 


t  The  rander  wtU  m«  oq  lh«  nest  ptgM,  under  JoIiommi*! 
own  huMi,  that  thto  account  of  th«  afiUr  was  luaeennile ;  bat 
ir  Ik  war*  correct,  would  It  not  iDvaltdale  Johaaoo's  snbM- 
quaat  complaint  of  Lord  ChoatwA^ld'a  butccntUm  and 
lagratitude  ?  for.  ftvan  If  hU  lord»hlp  kmd  nrgl«ctad  that 
which  bad  baao  dedkatad  to  hln  oolj  bv  laalncM  and  ac* 
ddanl,  he  could  not  justly  be  charged  with  Iniratitude  ;  a 
dedicator  who  meaiuiio  coBpllment,  haa  no  reaaoo  to 


neglected  to  write  it  by  the  time  appointed. 
Dodsley  suggested  a  desire  to  have  it  ad- 
dressed to  Lord  Chesterfield.  I  laid  hold  of 
this  as  a  pretext  for  delay,  that  it  might  be 
better  done,  and  let  Dodsley  have  his  desire. 
I  said  to  my  friend.  Dr.  Bathurst,  •  Now,  if 
any  good  comes  of  my  addressing  to  Lord 
Chesterfield,  it  will  be  ascribed  to  deep  policy, 
when,  in  fact|  it  was  only  a  casual  excuse  for 
laziness.'  ** ' 

It  is  worthy  of  observation,  that  the  "  Plan  " 
has  not  only  the  substantial  merit  of  compre- 
hension, perspicuity,  and  precision,  but  that 
the  language  of  it  is  unexceptionably  excel- 
lent ;  it  bemg  altogether  free  from  that  infla- 
tion of  style,  and  those  uncommon  but  apt  and 
energetic  words,  which,  in  some  of  his  writings, 
have  been  censured,  with  more  petulance  than 
justice ;  and  never  was  there  a  more  dignified 
strain  of  compliment  than  that  in  which  he 
courts  the  attention  of  one  who,  he  had  been 
persuaded  to  believe,  would  be  a  req>ectable 
patron. 

*<  With  regard  to  questions  of  purity  or  pro- 
priety," says  he,  **  I  was  once  in  doubt  whether  I 
should  not  attribute  to  myaelf  too  much  In  nttempt- 
iog  to  decide  them,  and  whether  my  provioce  was 
to  extend  beyond  the  proposition  of  the  question, 
and  the  display  of  the  suffrages  on  each  side ;  but 
I  hare  been  since  determined  by  your  lordship's 
opinion,  to  interpose  my  own  judgment,  and  shall 
therefore  endeavour  to  support  what  appears  to  me 
most  consonant  to  grammar  and  reason.  Ausonius 
thought  that  modesty  forbade  htm  to  plead  inabi- 
lity  ibr  a  task  to  which  Cesar  had  judged  him 
equal: 

*  Cur9upo$$iiugtm,pone^W)dttUpuiatf* 

And  I  may  hope,  my  lord,  that  sinee  you,  whose 
authority  in  our  language  is  so  generally  acLoow. 
ledged,  have  commissioned  me  to  declare  my  owa 
opinion,  I  shall  be  considered  as  exercising  a  kind 
of  ricarious  jurisdiction;  and  that  the  power 
which  might  hare  been  denied  to  my  own  claim, 
will  be  readily  allowed  me  as  the  delegate  of  your 
lordship." 

This  passage  proves,  that  Johnson's  address- 
ing his  *'  PUm  **  to  Lord  Chesterfield  was  not 
merely  in  oonsecjaenoe  of  the  result  of  a  report 
by  means  of  Dodsley,  that  the  earl  favoured 
the  design;  but  that  there  had  been  a  par- 
ticular communication  with  his  lordship  con- 
cerning it  Dr.  Tavlor  told  me,  that  Johnson 
sent  his  ^*  Plan  *'  to  nim  in  numuscript,  for  his 
perusal ;  and  that  when  it  was  lying  upon  his 
table,  Mr.  William  Whitehead '  happened  to 
pay  him  a  visit,  and  being  shown  it,  was  highly 
pleased  with  such  parts  of  it  as  he  had  time  to 
read,  and  b^ged  to  take  it  home  with  him. 


slain  If  he  be  not  rewarded :  but  smts  of  this  bsiwafter 

Caoaaa. 

t  waitaia  Whitehead  (mo  mtO,  p.  S.).  bom  at    Cam-   i 
bridfe    In  1719.  wai  the  faahtooabfo  po«S  of  a  day   tb«t 
fidrrot  Horace's  anathflma  afainst  mediocrity.   He  toccecd*^ 
Gibber  aa  poK  laureate  la  1757,  and  died  April  14.  I7S5.    He 
■Boat  not  be  coDfoondrd  with  l*aol  Wbitrhead,  no  becuir  , 
poet,  and  a  mnch  leaa  estimable  awn. — Cnoaaa. 


r 
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wlijch  he  was  allowed  to  do ;  tluit  from  him  it 
got  into  the  hands  of  a  noble  lord,  who  carried 
%  to  Lord  Chesterfield.^  When  Taylor  ob* 
serred  thia  might  be  an  advantage,  Johnson 
replied,  "^No,  Sir*  it  would  have  come  out 
with  more  bloom  if  it  had  not  been  seen  before 
by  an  jbodj.** 

The  opmion  ooncdyed  of  it  by  another 
noble  author,  appears  firom  the  following  ex- 
tract of  a  letter  from  the  Earl  of  Orrery  *  to 
Dr.  Birch: 

-  Caledoo,  I>«e.  30. 1747. 
*I  bare  just  now  teen  the  ipeetmen  of  Mr. 
JohiMofi's  IXckiooary,  addreswd  to  Lord  Chester- 
field. I  am  mueh  pleased  with  the  plan,  and  I 
thiiik  the  qicciiiien  b  one  of  the  best  that  I  have 
ever  read.  Most  ipeeiroeDS  disgust,  rather  than 
prejudice  ns  in  finTour  of  the  work  to  follow ;  but 
the  Unguage  of  Mr.  Johnson's  is  good,  and  the 
■ri^mcDts  are  properly  and  modestly  expressed. 
However,  some  expressions  may  be  csTilled  at,  but 
tbcy  are  trifles.  Ill  mention  one:  the  barren 
hard.  The  laurel  u  not  bsrren,  in  any  sense  what- 
it  beairs  fruits  and  flowers.  Std  ha  gunt 
and  I  have  great  expectations  from  the  per- 


That  he  was  frilly  aware  of  the  ardnona 
nature  of  the  undertaking,  he  acknowledges ; 
and  shows  himself  perfectly  sensible  of  it  in 
the  eoD^TuHon  of  his  **  Flan ;  **  but  he  had  a 
noble  consmnsness  of  his  own  abilities,  which 
enabled  him  to  go  on  with  undaunted  spirit 

Dr.  Adsona  found  him  one  day  busy  at  his 
Dictionary,  when  the  following  dialogue  en- 
ened :  —  **  Adams.  This  is  a  great  work,  sir. 
How  are  joa  to  ^  all  the  etymologic  P 
JoHxaoH.  Why,  sir,  here  is  a  shelf  witib 
Jonios,  and  Skinner,  and  others ;  and  there  is 
a  Welah  gentleman  who  has  published  a  col- 
lection of  Welsh  prorerbs,  wno  will  help  me 
with  the  Welsh.  Adams.  But,  sir,  how  can 
Ton  do  thtf  in  three  years  ?  Johxson.  Sir,  I 
naTe  no  donbt  that  I  can  do  it  in  three  years. 
Abams.      But  the  French  Academy,  which 


A 

ft 


to  inaeciirate,  Ibr  the  plan  eonUtot 
•llasioiu  sod  rcferenoes  to  Lord  ChetterSeld*! 
■d  there  ie  the  erldenee  both  of  Lord  ChecterSeld 
Unt  DodUcv  wM  the  penoo  who  eommunl- 
bie  lordship  on  ttie  tahJect.  ^  C.  1S81 .    But  I  hft? e 
'     we  en  this  point.     Mr.  Anderdoo  porchased 
Boswdl's  sale  man/  of  his  Ihther's  HSS.,  one 
ilceted  to  ne,  after  my  first  edition,  and 
le  very  tiiiiwis,  and  Indeed  lasportaat  to  the  qoestioo 
Lora  Cbasf  ti  Weld  and  Johnson.    It  Is  a  drah  of  the 
of  the  DletionaiT  carcAillj  written  bf  an  amann- 
in  areet  hm  bj  Jolmson*s  own  liand.    It 
siMsmlf  that  which  was  laid  before  Lord  Chesterfield. 
oaeM  ffwiBvfca  are  nude  fai  his  lordship's  liand,  and 
te  aDothor.    Johnson  adopted  all  these  suggestioos. 
Is  to  to  foond  the  opinion  (see  posf,  ttlh 
ITTS)  Chat  great  shoold  to  proooonoed  frair,  giren  in 


-Aatf 


nade  tto  throne 
ooold  te  onhqipj  but  the 

/•  ramarked  Lord  Chesterfield,  **mhad  rkpme, 
tm  M  gaod  poet.**    TUa  M8.  now  belonga  to  Ifr. 
—  Cbokbc,  184S. 
Bofte,  horn  in  1707 ;  cdocBled  first  onder  Ito  prlraCe 
of  Fentoo  KIm  poet,  and  afterwards  at  Westminster 
Mid  Cbrlstcfaarcfa  Cotlegei,  Oxford;  sucoseded  his 
aw  tfth  Earl  of  Orrsry  in  1737 ;  D.C.L.  of  OsffBid  In 
r^O;  F.S.S.  in  I7B0  %  and.  on  the  death  of  his  eoosln.  tai 
ma  Emti  of  Cork.     Bo  pabllshed  several  works,  hot 
«f  any  note  is  his  **  Life  of  Swift," 


consists  of  forty  members,  took  forty  years  to 
compile  their  Dictionary.  Johnsom.  Sir,  thus 
it  is.  This  is  the  proportion.  Let  me  see; 
fortj  times  forty  is  sixteen  hundred.  As  three 
to  sixteen  hundbred,  so  is  the  proportion  of  an 
Englishman  to  a  Frenchman.**  With  so  much 
ease  and  pleasantry  could  he  talk  of  that  pro- 
digious labour  which  he  had  undertaken  to 
execute. 

The  public  has  had,  from  another  pen  \  a 
long  detail  of  what  had  been  done  in  this 
country  by  prior  Lexicographers ;  and  no 
doubt  Johnson  was  wise  to  avail  himself  of 
them,  so  far  as  they  went :  but  the  learned  yet 
judicious  research  of  etrmolo^,  the  yarious 
yet  accurate  display  of  defimtion,  and  the 
rich  collection  of  authorities,  were  reserved  for 
the  superior  mind  of  our  great  philologist.  For 
the  mechanical  part  he  employed,  as  he  told 
me,  six  amanuenses ;  and  let  it  be  remembered 
by  the  natives  of  North-Britain,  to  whom  he 
is  supposed  to  have  been  so  hostile,  that  five  of 
them  were  of  that  country.  There  were  two 
Messieurs  Macbean ;  Mr.  Shiels,  who,  we  shall 
hereafter  see  [April  10.  1776],  partly  wrote  * 
the  Lives  of  the  Poets  to  which  the  name  of 
Gibber  is  affixed;  Mr.  [Francis]  Stewart ^  son 
of  Mr.  George  Stewart,  bookseller  at  Edin- 
burgh ;  and  a  Mr.  Maitland.  The  sixth  of 
these^  humble  assistants  was  Mr.  Peyton,  who, 
I  belieye,  taught  French,  and  published  some 
elementary  tracts. 

To  all  these  punful  labourers,  Johnson 
showed  a  never-ceasing  kindness,  so  far  as 
they  stood  in  need  of  it.  The  elder  Mr.  Mac- 
bean  had  afterwards  the  honour  of  being 
Librarian  to  Archibald  Duke  of  Argyle,  for 
many  years,  but  was  left  without  a  nulling. 
Johnson  wrote  for  him  a  Preiace  to  '*  A  Sys- 
tem of  Anoient  Geography;**  and,  by  the 
fayonr  of  Lord  Thurlow,  got  him  admitted  a 
poor  brother  of  the  Charter-house.  For  Shiels, 
who  died  of  a  consumption,  he  had  much  ten- 
written  with  great  professions  of  friendship,  hut.  In  iact,  with 
considerable  serenty  towards  the  dean.  Lord  Orrery's 
funiiMMiM  TOMf  tore  tended  to  increase  Johnson's  dislike  o< 
Swift.  Lord  Orrery's  estate  was  much  encumtored,  and  his 
peconiary  drcumsunces  much  embarrassed.  *'  If  he  had 
been  rich,**  said  Johnson,  (poU,  ttd  Sept.,  177S)  **he  would 
have  been  a  rexr  liberal  patron."  —  CaoKsa. 

*  Biich  MS8.    Brit  Hus.  4M8.  —  Boswait. 

*  See  Shr  John  Hawkins's  LIfs  of  Johnson.— BoawiLL. 
8lr  John's  List  of  former  English  Dictionaries  is,  however, 
tar  no  moans  complete.  —  Maloms. 

•  Mr.  Boewell's  statement,  that  Shiels  only  norf^r  wrote 
what  are  called  "  dbUr's  JJut  of  tke  Poeu;*  seems  In- 
ooQsisteot  with  the  solemn  assvtiiDn  of  Johnson  himseU; 
In  the  UdttffHamtmomdt-^ 

**  I  take  this  opportunity  to  testify,  that  the  book  called 
CMer'i  Um»  t/tke  PoeU  was  not  written,  nor,  I  believe. 
ever  seen  by  either  of  the  Gibbers,  hot  was  the  work  of 
Robert  ShleU,  a  native  of  Scotland,  a  man  of  a  very  acute 
understanding,  though  with  little  scholastic  education,  who, 
not  long  after  the  publication  of  his  work,  died  in  London  of 
a  consumption.  His  life  was  virtuous  and  his  end  was  pious. 
Theophilus  Gibber,  then  a  prisoner  for  debt,  imparted,  as  I 
was  told,  his  name  for  ten  guineas.  The  manuscript  of  Sliiels 
Is  DOW  in  my  poisesclon."  Johnson,  we  see,  says  the  %pkok 
work  was  8kieli\  to  the  exrluslon  of  kimuff  as  well  m 
Cibber.  See  more  on  this  sul^ect,  pott,  10th  April,  1776. 
where  it  will  be  shown  that  Johnson's  assertioo  is  much  too 
broad.— CKOEBm. 

•  See  the  note  on  Frauds  Stuart  in  tiie  Appendix.— 
Cbokxe. 
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dernens ;  and  it  hn  been  thonglit  tbat  some 
dKnee  sentences  in  the  Lires  of  the  Poets  were 
supplied  bj  him.  Pe^rton,  ivhen  reduced  to 
penury,  had  irecjuent  aid  nrom  nie  boun^  ot 
Johnson ;  who  at  last  was  at  the  expense  of 
burring  hin  and  his  wife. 

While  the  IXietionary  was  going  forward, 
Johnson  lired  part  of  the  time  in  Holbom, 
part  in  Gough  Square,  Fleet  Street ;  and  he 
tiad  ao  upper  room  fitted  up  like  a  oountins- 
bouse  for  tne  purpose,  in  which  he  gare  to  the 
copyists  their  sereral  tasks.  The  words  partly 
taken  from  other  dictionaries,  and  partly  sup- 
plied hj  himself,  hating  been  first  written 
down  with  spaces  left  between  them,  he  de- 
Irrered  in  writing  their  etymologies,  definitions, 
and  Tarioos  significations.^  The  authorities 
were  copied  frara  the  books  themselves,  in 


ich  he  had  marked  the  passages  with  a 
black-lead  P^iMnl  ^  tlie  traces  of  which  could 
easily  be  emoed.  I  hare  seen  several  of  them, 
in  which  that  trouble  had  not  been  tidcen ;  so 
that  they  were  just  as  when  used  by  the  copy- 
ists. It  is  remarkable,  that  be  was  so  attentive 
in  the  choice  of  the  passages  in  which  words 
were  authorised,^  that  one  mcy  mad  page  after 
page  of  his  ]>ictionary  with  improvement  and 
pleasure ;  and  it  should  not  pass  unobserved, 
that  he  has  quoted  no  author  whose  writings 
had  a  tendency  to  hurt  sound  religion  a»d 
morality. 

>  BofwelPt  aDeodfit  of  tin  maimer  la  which  Johnton  eom- 

Cllwl  his  DtctloiMvy  It  eonfoied  ami  orroiMOttt.  H«  hvfmn 
U  U«k  (at  h«  himself  exprtttly  described  to  me),  by  derotmg 
his  first  care  to  a  dlllient  perusal  of  all  such  English  writers 
as  wera  most  con«rt  m  their  lanKoafa,  and  vmAer  wwwrj  sen- 
tence which  he  meant  to  qtiote  he  drew  a  line,  and  noted  in 
the  margin  the  ftrsC  letter  of  the  word  mider  which  It  was  to 
occur.  He  then  dellvorad  tbaee  books  to  his  clerks,  who 
transcribed  each  sentence  en  a  separate  slip  of  paper,  and 
arranged  the  same  mkder  the  word  referred  to.  By  these 
means  he  eollected  the  eeveral  werde  and  Uietar  diflbnnit  sigw 
niflcattons  \  and  when  the  whole  arraii|emei>t  was  alphahe> 
ticallr  Ibrmed,  be  fare  the  deSntdons  ot  their  meanings,  and 
collected  their  Kiiuolofles  from  flktaner,  Janlni,  and  other 
writers  oo  the  sahlect. — PiaoT. 

the  paasagea  thm 

*s  collection.    It 

Ignatnre,  dated  Aug.  1747 —  WatORT. 

*  For  the  sake  of  relaxation  tnm  hia  llterarjr  lahoors,  and 
probaMjT  also  for  Mrs.  Johnson's  health,  he  this  summer 
▼Wted  TunbrMfle  Wells,  then  a  place  of  much  greater  reairt 
than  it  to  at  preeent  Here  he  met  Mr.  Ctbbcr.  Mr.  Oarricfc, 
Mr.  Samuel  Richardson,  Mr.  Whlstoo,  Mr  Onslow  (the 
Speaker),  Mr.  Pitt.  Mr.  LTtllctmi,  and  sereral  other  dlsthw 
guisbed  persoas.  In  a  priat,  representing  some  of  **  the  re- 
markable characters  **  who  were  at  Tonbrldge  Wells  In  1748 
(see  Richardson*i  Corrospondenee),  Dr.  Johnson  stands 
the  firet  •gttre.-.Mst^ni*.  Mrs.  Johnson  la  also  reprt*. 
scttted,  as  are  Garrick,  Cibber«  Speaker  Onslow.  Mr.  ntt 
(LonI  Chatham),  Mr.  afterwards  Lord  Ljrttleton,  Miss 
Chadleigh,  and  aeveral  other  oelebrated  persons ;  and  la 
this  assiMhlaaw  neither  Jehnaoa  nor  hU  wilb  exhibit  an 
wpearaace  af  Inferiority  to  the  rait  of  the  companj.^ 
Caean. 

*  M*  was  aftenrtrSa,  Ibr  aeeeni  fears,  chalrmaB  of  the 
MIddlesem  Jostloes.  and  aaen  orcasloB  of  presenting  an  ad- 
dress to  tbe  ktna.  areepted  the  usual  oflH'  of  kniffhthood.  He 
Is  author  of  **A  HIstonrof  Music,'*  la  Are  rolumes  In  quarto. 
By  asstdoo<ts  attendanee  upoa  Johnson  In  his  last  Illness,  he 
obtained  the  olBee  of  one  of  Ms  eaccntors  ;  In  eoosequence  of 
wht'h,  the  booksellen  of  Lfondon  employed  him  to  publish 
an  erfltioo  of  Or.  Jobaaoa'a  Wofka.  ai^  to  write  hIa  life.. 

Va^^BMi  va  a 

*  Sir  John  Hnwklaa  aays  :-••  Tbe  tMb  met  weekly  at  the 
Kin«*s  Head,  a  Amiotn  beef-stake  hoom.  In  try  Lane,  every 
Tursdar  erentnic.  Thkher  Johnenn  constantly  resorted,  and. 
With  a  dlspntttton  to  please  and  be  pleaaed.  wmiM  pass  those 
hours  In  •  ftf^  %nA  uiiiieti  allied  laterehange  of  seatlmenm, 
which  otherwise  had  been  spent  at  home  tai  painful  reflectkB. 


'  JohnsoB*B  eopy  af  Rodftraa,  ITHL  wMi  tk 
narked  on  eeerv  paft.  to  now  la  Mr.  Upcott's 
has  Johason*s  dgnature,  dated  Aug.  1747 — 


The  necessary  expense  of  preparing  a  work 
of  snch  mi^itude  for  the  pren,  must  hare 
heen  a  considerable  dednctidta  ttom  the  price 
stipnlated  to  be  paid  for  the  copyright.  I 
undergtand  that  nothing  was  alloared  by  the 
booksellers  on  that  account ;  and  I  rememlier 
his  telling  me,  that  a  large  portion  of  it  hav* 
ing,  by  mistake,  been  written  upon  both  sides 
of  the  paper,  so  as  to  be  inoonTenient  for  the 
compositor,  it  cost  him  twenty  pounds  to  hare 
it  transcribed  upon  one  side  only. 

He  is  BOW  to  be  cogisidered  as  **  tagging  at 
his  oar,**  as  tnga^|ed  m  a  steady  continued 
comrse  of  occupation,  saffiaent  to  employ  all 
his  time  for  seme  years;  and  which  was  the 
best  preventire  of  that  osnatitvtional  melaa* 
dudy  which  was  ercr  hnrkiiig  about  him,  readj 
to  trouble  his  uuiet  fiut  his  enkiged  and 
li^'vly  nnnd  ooiud  not  be  satisfieu  wilhevit  BMyre 
dtrersity  of  emprayment,  and  the  pleasure  of 
animat^  relaxation.'  He  liierefore  not  only 
exerted  has  tdentg  in  occasional  composition, 
very  different  from  Lexicography,  but  formed 
a  club  in  Ivy  Lane,  Paternoster  Row^  with  a 
▼iew  to  enjoy  literary  discussion,  and  amuse 
his  evening  hours.  The  members  associated 
with  him  in  this  little  society  were  hb  beloved 
friend  Dr.  Richard  Bathurst,  Ifr  Hawkes- 
worth,  afterwards  wdl  known  by  his  writin{*a« 
Mr.  John  Hawkins,  an  attorney  %  and  a  few 
others  of  different  pfftufesnons-* 


The  persona  who  cumpeaed  fbto  tltde  society  were— the 
Dr.  Salter,  father  of  tae  lata  Maeter  of  fha  Charier  Howee  « 
Dr.  Hawkesworth ;   Mr.   Ryland,  a  merchant ;  Mr.  J«»ha 
Pajme,  then  a  bookseller  \  Mr.  Sanniel  Dyar,  a  learned  rr mrxir 
man   faitendad  for  the  dlsaaatlaa  mkitatiT;    Dr.  Wiiiiam 
M*Ghle«  a  Seocs  physician;  Dr.  Edmund  Baiker.  a  «o«inc 
phvsician  ;  Dr.  lUcnard  Bathurst,  also  a  young  phyucwkn  ; 
and  myself.  -.  At  these  meetings  I  had  opportunities  of  o^. 
serring.  not  only  thai  In  convenation  Johaisen  made  It  m  rol« 
to  talk  Iris  best,  out  that  on  many  subjects  he  was  not  uni r«»r^ 
In  hto  opialooa,  eonieadlna  aa  oaea  for  eh^nry  aa  tsr  trtstk. 
At  one  time  georf,  at  another  real,  was  predomiaaat  in  tiM 
moral  constitution  of  the  world.     Upon  ooe  occasion,   he 
would  deplore  the  aoomhaereance  of  Good  Friday,  and  on 
another  deny  that  amoatt  us  of  the  preaaat  age  there  Is  any 
decline  of  puhlle  worship.    He  would  aometunm  coot  rwd  tec 
self-erldeat  propositions,  such  as,  that  the  luxury  nr  this 
cnimtry  has  iacreaaed  with  Ita  riches  ;  aad  that  the  pr^rtu-v 
of  eard.playing  la  more  general  than  heretofore.     At  tk&w 
rersttlUtT  of  temper  none,  howeevr.  teokoAnce:  es  Al«x* 
ander  ana  C«aar  were  bom  for  eonquest,  so  waa  Johasna 
the  olBce  of  a  ayaapoaiareh,  to  nreslde  in  afl  oosieersation* 
and  I  nerer  vet  saw  the  maa  wao  would  eeotare  to  coi^ 
his  right — Let  It  aot,  bowaeer,  be  tanaglaed.  that  the  m« 
hers  of  this  our  dab  met  tofether  with  the  tenner  af 
ators.  or  that  there  was  wanthig  amoag  them  a  dlspoa)«  U-a  to 
yield  to  each  other  la  all  diversities  of  eplalou  t  and.  iivti^^^, 
disputation  waa  not,  aa  la  asany  assorlarteaa  of  thia  kttitf.  sk« 
purpose  of  the  maerluf  t  nor  were  their  oeneeraalloaa,  lik^ 
those  of  the  Kota  dub,  restrained  to  particular  took-n.      o^ 
tbe  contrary.  It  amy  be  said,  that  ulth  (he  gnvMl  dlseaura«« 
was  Intermingled  *  mfath,  that  after  oa  rrpcntlaf  Armm  %  ** 
(MlUon):  for  not  only  In  Johaaoa*a  melascboly  ttwrw  me^wa 
lacid  Interrala,  but  he  was  a  grsat  eoatribulor  lo  the  am&rtti 


of  conversatlou.  by  the  many  sritty  sayiagt  ha  al 
the  many  evceileat  atortea  which  his  memory  had 


op. and  he 
mistaken  who  \ 


writings,  or  that  aapeeraDce  of  hebetude  whlob  marks  g  ^^^ 
eDaD(enaDeewhealMng,aBd  k  dIscemlMe  la  the  p*rt«rw« 
and  pHntt  of  him.  that  he  could  only  laaaoa  aad  <«•«•«■«« 


pHnta 
dlcute  and  eontroL 
aeerwaahlaeqaal, 
such  aa  Tarf  eion. 
By  mi«aa  of  thIa  ha 
ivqnired  B,  the  giaces 
minata,  with  the  aleeat 
II  caneeraea.    la 


only 
In  the  talent  af  ' 


ms  eaahled  to  glee  to  aay  relatui  i>  tKim 

et  eaaetnem,  the  Aanatssa  or  t  >«.  ^. 
h^aatasthlt  aMid^y,J  haaeaaen  -^  .^ 
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Itt  tbe  GftBtliwin'n  MugMwie  lor  May  of 
ti^  jar  k  wrole  a  ^  Life  of  Bommdhmmi,**  * 
with  Notes;  which  he  aflenrards  miich  im- 
proved, (inden^i^  Ae  noleB  into  text^)  end 
xBierted  amangst  his  Lives  of  the  Engltsb 


Mr.  Dodslej  this  year  broiight  oat  his 
**  Aneoeiplor,'*  one  of  the  most  yuuable  books 
fir  the  iBprorement  of  young  minds  that  has 
sppesred  in  any  language ;  and  to  this  meri- 
tonons  work  /ohnson  furnished  ^^Hie  Pre* 
five,*  *  ooDtaining  a  general  sketch  of  the 
book,  with  a  short  snd  perspicuous  recom- 
mendaUon  of  each  srtide ;  as  also,  ^  The 
Visiaii  of  Theodore,  the  Hermit,  found  in  his 
CcQ,**  *  a  most  beaotiful  alleeory  of  human 
fife,  under  the  figure  of  ascending  the  moun- 
tain ol*  Kxistffirp  Hie  Bishop  of  Dromore 
heard  Dr.  Johnaon  say,  that  he  thought  this 
waa  the  bert  thing  he  ever  wrote.* 

In  January,  1749,  he  published  <"  Thb 
Vasarr  or  Humax  Wishes,  being  the  Tenth 
of  JuTenal  imitated."  *  Jle^  I  belieye, 
it  the  preceding  year.^  Mrs.  John- 
fer  tlie  sake  of  country  air,  had  lodgings 
■i  Hasanatead,  to  which  he  resorted  occasion- 
ally, aaa  there  the  greatest  part,  if  not  the 
vhcde,  c£  this  Imitation  was  written.  The 
fervid  rapidi^  with  which  it  was  |n:oduced,  is 
acBreely  credtUe.  I  haye  heard  him  say,  that 
ht  composed  seyenty  lines  oTit  in  one  day, 
vitkont  potting  one  of  them  upon  paper  tiU 
they  were  finished.'  I  remember  when  I  once 
n^rctted  to  him  that  he  had  not  giyen  us 
Bwre  of  Jayen^s  Satires,  he  sud  he  probably 
-hspnld  g;iye  more,  for  he  had  them  all  in  his 
acad :  by  which  I  understood,  that  he  had  the 
orinnab  and  correspopdent  aUusioos  fioating 
JO  ua  asind,  which  be  could,  when  he  pleased^ 
ambody  and  render  permanent  without  much 


ivy,  IMS  a  Ian*  «■ 

an  tlM&  Sfe  J.  HmrkiM,  telk 

Jakmo*  wMMwpiiMdto  iMtold, 

that  with  all  Ma  sraal  iwwavs  of 


■tiiaii^  trif  ti ; "  and 

"Ma  TCla  of  h— luiii   waa  rieb  ud 

aSefrea,  that  Mr.  llwpl»j 

fawoofiarabla  at  boflbooerj/'     Tlitt 

lohntoo^  iMiiai^altona, 

alM  Awaar  caanot  be 

In'worda,  aad  manj  tUnga  aaa*  appaar 

mda  tai  mere  narration,  wblcb  vara 

dw  airaBdatylaorthe  delivefy.— 

taU  Mr.  Tymn,  that  Johnaon  compoaad  k, 
an  cvantafat  Holbom.^CaoKn. 


oTtha  tadlftrant  reeapcion  of  hla 

la,  that  th«  poeai  waa  {lubllabcd  on  the 

Mady  iraa  not  acted  tiU  the  Sth  of 

i^^Boawauu 

m  JohaaoB'afaaonihabltorcomfoafof :  hla  da* 

^n  raadapad  tvmlaa  aad  written  oomctlona  aona* 

I  often  enerobed  Ma 
iployed  pen  and  paper.— 


1. 1  taoalvad  mt  M*.  Dodalev  Sfteen  gidneaa, 

••  Ma  fkarifhtofeoppdraalniitatleaof 

0f  icrrettal,  wrltlea  by  me,  reaerrinf  to 

ftgbterprlatlaf  one  edition.    8am.  JoaMaaN.**— 


H  "Vanttf  of  Haaao 
orglfMfflfaem  aah- 


labour.  Some  of  ihoo,  howeyer,  he  obaeryed, 
were  too  gross  for  imitation. 

The  prafits  of  a  single  poem,  howeyer  ex* 
cellent,  appear  to  haye  be^  yery  small  in  the 
last  reign,  con^iared  with  what  a  publication 
of  the  same  size  has  since  been  known  to 
yield.  I  have  mentioned,  upon  Johnson*s  own 
authorityi  that  fo  his  "  London  **  he  had  only 
ten  guineas ;  and  now,  after  his  fame  was  ea- 
tabhshed,  he  |ot  for  his  ^*  Vanity  of  Human 
Wishes  *'  but  five  guineas  more,  as  is  proved 
by  an  authentio  document  in  my  possession.^ 

It  will  be  obseryed,  that  he  reserves  to  him- 
self the  right  of  printing  one  edition  of  this 
satire,  which  was  his  practice  upon  occasion  of 
the  sale  of  all  his  writings ;  it  being  his  fixed 
intention  to  publidi  at  some  periMi,  fisr  his 
own  profit,  a  complete  collection  of  )ns  works. 

His  *"  Vanity  of  Human  Wishes  **  has  less  of 
common  life,  but  more  of  a  philosophic  dig- 
nity, than  his  **  London.*'  More  readers, 
tluurefore,  will  be  delighted  with  l^c  pointed 
spirit  of  ^  London,"  than  with  the  profound 
reflection  of ''  Hie  Vanity  of  Human  Wishes."^ 
Garrick,  for  instance,  observed,  in  his  sprint- 
ly  manner,  with  more  vivacity  thsa  regara  to 
just  discrimiaation,  as  is  usual  with  wits, 
"  When  Johnson  Hved  maeh  with  the  Her- 
veys,  and  saw  a  good  deal  of  what  was  paming 
in  life,  he  wrote  nis  *■  London,*  which  is  lively 
and  easy :  when  he  became  more  retired  he 
^ave  us  his  *  Vanity  of  Human  Wishes,*  which 
is  as  hard  as  Greek :  had  he  gone  on  to  imitate 
another  satire,  it  would  have  been  ss  hsrd  as 
Hebrew.* "  « 

But  "  The  Vanity  of  Human  Wishes  "  is,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  best  judges,  as  high  an 
effort  of  ethic  poetry  as  any  lansnage  can 
show.  The  instances  of  variety  of  usappoint- 
ment  are  chosen  so  judicioosiy,  and  painted  so 


u 


aa  well 


1 


of  an 


part*  wtth  the  a 
let.  I  da  not  eo  aMch  admiiv  the  of 
Hie  Stat  Hae,  '**  Let  observaMoa,"  Ac  ie  oartalnly  heavy  i 
ineleaa.  Bat  titaaraadpoem— andao  ffwe/..tnieM  the 
Tenth  of  Javenal  fiknaelL  The  lapae  of  agea  ektnges  aB 
tUnga  -'thne — lanaimga^^tiie  aarth.the  boondi  of  the  aea 
-.-thoitirBofthe  lif ,  and  evaij  tMac  **  about,  anmnd,  and 
undamaatfa  **  mm.  airoqit  man  mmMlf.  The  tnflolte  varietj' 
of  Urea  condnot  hut  to  death,  aadthetaanhr  ofwiihea  lead 
Isut  to  diaBUUuluHBant.—  Jlinia,  vol.  t.  p.  So. «.-  Vmoar. 

*  From  Mr.  Laagton.— Boawsx.  1  doobt  the  accuracy 
of  Mr.  Laagten'i  report.  Garriek's  critlciflB  (If  It  deservea 
the  name)  and  hla  Aieta  are  both  oafounded.  **  The  Vanity 
of  Hinaao  Wtehea  "  la  In  a  grafor  aad  higher  tone  than  tlie 
'*  London,**  bat  not  kmrdtr  to  be  uHOiniocd.  On  the  een. 
tiarr,  tomo  elaaiieal  allaalona,  ineonaiateot  with  nodem 

of  the  Lomdom:  while  all  the 


iUustratlfloa,  aaatinienta,  and  e»prearioiia  of  the  other  are^ 
thoagh  wonderftillj  noble  and  di|nli*.<d,  yet  perfectly  in* 
teUi^ble,and  idinoat  fhmlltar.  MfDrotfTer,  we  have  teen, 
that  whea  Johaaeo  wrote  **  London  **  he  waa  not  Mvlna  tha 


that  whea  Johaaeo  wrote  **  London  **  he  waa  not  Mvlng  tha 
gUf  and  teMooahIo  Hfo  whkh  Mr.  Garrick  U  repreaented  m 
nentioolDt.  Alaa  I  he  waa  ttanrtag  in  obaau-e  lod^ngi  on 
eigbt*penoe,  or  peihapa  oven  fo«r>peooe  a  day  (aee  mui, 
p.  S7.  a.  S.):  aad  thera  la,  in  **  London,"  nothing  to  ahow  any 
intimaay  with  the  great  or  faahioaable  world.  Aa  to  the  if/r. 
a«y«,  it  aaat  amla  be  atatvd,  —  coninvy  to  Mr.  Boaweira 
(aa  wcU  M  Mr.  Garrlcfc'a)  anpuoflltion  **  that  he  waa  tatimala 
with  thut  IkaiMy  ararloaa  to  the  pabUoation  of  ~ 
in  that ' 


.-that  the  anear  in  that  paem  at**  aodAi*«>«rt,** atood,  hi  the 
firrt  editton,  **  H  y'a  Jett/*  and  waa  no  doilbt  ained  at 

Lord  Harvey,  who  waa  a  flwoafha  thane  of  lalka  wUh  the 
oppoafttioo  wvketa  of  the  day.  ^  Ci 


GO 
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gtrongly,  that,  the  moment  they  are  read,  thej 
bring  conTiction  to  erery  thinking  mind.  That 
of  the  scholar'  must  have  depressed  the  too 
Banffuine  expectations  of  man^  an  ambitious 
student.'  That  of  the  wamor,  Charles  of 
Sweden,  is,  I  think,  as  highly  finbhed  a  pic- 
ture as  can  possibly  be  conceived. 

Were  all  the  other  excellencies  of  this  poem 
annihilated,  it  must  erer  have  our  grateful 
reverence  from  its  noble  conclusion ;  in  which 
we  are  consoled  with  the  assurance  that  happi- 
ness maj  be  attuned,  if  we  ^  ^^7  ^^"^  hearts  ** 
to  pietj :  — 

*•  VfhtTt  then  shall  hopa  and  fear  their  objcets  find? 
Shall  dull  nupenae  eomipt  the  itagnant  mind? 
Must  hclpleM  man,  in  ignorance  acoate, 
EoU  darkling  down  the  torrent  of  hu  feta? 
Shall  oo  dislike  alarm,  no  wiabaa  rise. 
No  cvies  attempt  the  mercy  of  the  skies? 
Inquirer,  cease ;  petitions  yet  remain. 
Which  HcaTcn  may  hear,  nor  deem  Religion 

▼ain. 
Still  raise  fee  good  the  snpplicating  voice. 
Bat  leave  to  Heaven  the  measure  and  the  choice. 
Safe  in  Hia  hand,  whose  eye  discerns  afer 
The  aeeret  ambmh  of  a  specious  pnycr ; 
Implore  Hb  aid,  in  Hb  decbions  rest. 
Secure,  wbate'er  He  gives,  He  gircs  the  best : 
Tet  when  the  sense  ^saaed  presence  fires. 
And  strong  devotion  to  the  skies  aspires. 
Pour  Ibrth  thy  fervours  for  a  bcnlthlul  mind. 
Obedient  paasions,  and  a  will  resign'd ; 
For  k>Te,  which  scarce  collective  man  can  fill ; 
For  patience,  sovereign  o*er  trensmutcd  ill ; 
For  liith,  which  panting  for  a  happier  seat, 
Counta  death  kind  Nature's  signal  for  retreat : 


These  goods  for  man  the  laws  of  Heaven  ordain. 
These  goods  He  grants,  who  grants  the  power  to 

gain; 
With  these  celestial  wisdom  calms  the  mmd. 
And  makes  the  happiness  she  docs  not  find.** * 

Garrick  being  now  vested  with  theatrical 
power  by  being  manager  of  Drurj  Lane  theatre, 
ne  kindllj  and  generouslj  made  use  of  it  to 
bring  out  Johnson's  tragedy,  which  had  been 
long  kept  back  for  want  of  encouragement. 
But  in  this  benevolent  purpose  he  met  with  no 
small  difficulty  from  tne  temper  of  Johnson, 
which  could  not  brook  that  a  drama  which  he 
had  formed  with  much  study,  and  had  been 
obliged  to  keep  more  than  tne  nine  years  of 
Horace,  should  be  revised  and  altered  at  the 
pleasure  of  an  actor.  Yet  Garrick  knew  well, 
that  without  some  alterations  it  would  not  be 
fit  for  the  stage.  A  violent  dbpnte  having 
ensued  between  them,  Garrick  applied  to  the 
Reverend  Dr.  Taylor  to  interpose.  Johnson 
was  at  first  very  obstinate.  ^  Sir,**  said  he, 
**  the  fellow  wants  me  to  make  Mahomet  mn 
mad,  that  he  may  have  an  opportunity  of  toss- 
ing hb  hands  and  kicking  hb  neels.**^  He  waa, 
however,  at  last,  with  difficulty,  prevailed  on 
to  comply  with  Garrick*s  wishes,  so  as  to  allow 
of  some  changes;  but  still  there  were  not 
enough. 

Dr.  Adams  ma  present  the  first  night  of  the 
representation  of  lasHB,  and  gave  me  the  fol- 
lowing account :  —  **  Before  the  curtain  drew 
up,  there  were  catcaUs  whistling,  which  alarmed 
Johnson's  friends.  The  Pk-ologue,  which  was 
written  by  himself  in  a  manly  strain,  soothed 
the  audience  ^  and  the  play  went  off  tolerably, 


I  Wbsn  Dr.  JobMoa,  ooa  day,  ria4  bU  own  Mdre,  In 
which  Um  lir«  of  a  Mhotar  U  pdntfd,  with  the  Tsrloui  ob- 
ttnictiona  thrawn  lo  hit  wot  to  fortune  sad  to  ramt.  be  bunt 
into  s  pusfcm  of  teen  t  Mr.  Tbralo*!  Cully  sad  Mr.  Scott 
only  wero  pmeat,  who,  ta  a  iooote  wtf .  clapped  hIa  oo  the 
tedi,anduJd.**Wbat'iaUthls,Mydearilr?  Whryoa,aiid 
I,  and  MtffVMfef.  yoa  know,  w«ra  sU  trooblod  wtth  mHrnm- 
emiif.**  Ho  was  a  vory  larm  maa,  and  made  oat  the  triam- 
▼Into  with  Johoaoo  sad  hmtuIm  comically  ommsh  1 » 
Thli  waa  In  alhuloB  to  tht  auidnofts  of  Hercules  on 


Moaat  Oola.  —  G«or«  Lewi*  Beott,  V  R.8..  ao  amiable  and 
karaail  man,  iwmerly  Mib-^praceplor  lo  Georne  the  Third, 
iBd  aaerwards  a  ComtmUHomer  pf  EmHm,  wnom  It  Mamt 


lobnioo  did  not  now 

betngt.**  SeemU^,  p.  t 
In  this  poem  one  of  tne 
to 


of  the 
B.  t. »  CaoKsa. 


ofaU 


•*  Hear  Ljdtat's  Ufc,  s^  Galilso*s  sad." 

Tbo  btolorr  of  Lydlat  betng  little  known,  the  Mlowlnff 
count  of  him  may  be  acceptable  to  many  of  my  rnad^rt.  It 
anpeamd  at  a  note  fn  the  Supplement  to  the  Gentleman*! 
Macaiine  for  I74S,  In  which  lome  pauafca  extracted  from 
Johnwm*!  poem  were  totcrted,  and  It  should  have  been 
addM  In  the  nibiequcnt  cditloot : 

**  A  very  learned  dlrloe  and  mathematician.  Fellow  of 
Kew  ColIfKe.  Oson,  and  Rector  of  Okerton,  near  Banbury. 
He  wrote,  aroooc  many  othrrt,  a  Latin  rrfallte  '  De  mmimrm 
€mU,  #«.,*  In  which  he  attacked  the  seotlmenta  of  SoUiger 
and  Artttotle,  not  bearlnf  to  hear  It  urced,  Iksl  amtt  ikhtga 
mrt  trme  te  phtloaoiAw,  amd/aUf  in  di^mHif.  He  made  above 
SOO  Sermoni  oo  itir  ntrmunr  of  the  ETaoKcUati.  Beiof  un. 
•urcMcful  In  ptitilithlna  his  work*,  be  Uy  In  the  prison  of 
Bocmrdo,  at  Oxford,  and  In  the  King'!  Bench,  till  Buhop 
Usher.  Dr.  Laud.  Sir  William  Boswell,  and  Dr.  Pink,  re- 
leaan^  him  by  paying  hU  deMs.  He  pKUkmed  King  Charles 
L  to  be  srnt Into  Ethiopia.  Ac  to  procare  IfSS.  Having 
■pokrQ  in  favour  of  monarchy  and  bishops,  he  was  pluiMlered 
by  thi>  pArlUmcQt  forces.  aiMl  t«'ce  carried  away  prisoner 
ttum  bis  rectory  i  and  afterwards  bad  not  a  thlrt  to  shift 


hfan  in  three  saonths,  wlthoot  ho  bocfovod  It,  < 
poor  In  1646.**— BoswiUm 

In  160B  Lydlat  accompanied  Usher  lalo  IrsJaad.  and  oK. 
talned  (prol»bly  by  his  interest)  the  ottos  of  dMpel-r««der 
In  THnlty  Collet*.  Dublin,  at  a  ularv  of  U  6f .  SA  p»r 
qnarter :  be  was  resident  there  aboat  two  years :  and  la 
March.  16IS,  It  appears  that  he  had  tnm  the  CuUtie,  -*  &I. 
to  fbmlsh  him  for  hto  Journey  to  Bnfland.'*  The  iiihhiu- 
branee  of  Lydlat  waa  traditionally  preserved  In  Dubltn  C44. 
lege ;  and  1  rroolleet  to  have  heard,  about  1796,  that.  In 
ancient  buildings,  Just  then  removed.  Lydlat 


evideoco,  either  tliat  he  had  left  a  high  ivmitattoo 
him,  or,  BBore  probably,  that  Johnaoa'a  Bsenuoo  of  hli 
revived  the  m&mofj  of  hU  ic^onn  la 
CaoEsa. 
*  la  thto  poem,  a  line  la  whkii  the  daagw  attandiow  e« 
to  BMntlODsd,  hss  very  goMfally,  I  bellwvo. 


'  Yet  VaaeeoaM  tell  what  IBs  from  bsaaly 
Aad  Sidley  con'd  the  farm  that  plees*d  a 


to 


The  ladf  menttooed  In  the  trst  of  these 
celebrated  Ladv  Vane,  whose  Memoira 

rtibllc  by  Dr.  ^aollett,  but  Ann  Vane,  who 
roderi^  Prince  of  Wales,  and  died  hi  1716.  not  Irog  1 
Johnson  scUled  In  London.    Some  account  of  this  Udv 
pubUshed,  under  the  UtIe  of  **  The  Secret  History  of   Va. 
orlla,"  Svo.  1731.    See  also.  ■*  Vanella  In  the  Stra^  **  ^— 
ma.  —  BocwBii..  —  See  potf,  Aag.  17.  I77S» 
tlooa  on  these  lines.  —  Caoasa. 

«  UahoroH  was  In  bet  played  by  Mr. 
triua  by  Mr.  Garrick  •  but  probably  at  thto  time  the 
were  not  jet  cast.  —  BoswsLL.  Oarrlcfc  orlginaUy 
to  have  pUyed  Mahomec  but  yielded  k  to  Barry  to  preptUaeei 
htm  In  th«>  authors  favour.  It  waa  Sret  aetod  on  MnmAay 
the  6th  o(  February,  onder  the  tWa  of  Mmktmtt  and  fremr,-, 
Caoasa. 

>  Ibe  etpreesion  need  by  Dr.  Adaam  waa  *  soothed.**     t 
should  rather  think  the  audleooe  waa  owfid  by  the 
dlnary  iplrlt  and  dignity  of  the  following  Uaes :  ^ 
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tin  h  cime  to  the  conclnsioiif  when  Mn.  Frit- 
cbrd,  the  heroine  of  the  piece,  was  to  be 
ttnagled  upon  the  stage,  and  was  to  speak  two 
lino  with  toe  bowstring  round  her  neck.  The 
udieDce  cried  out  ^Murder!  murder  T  ^  She 
KToil  times  attempted  to  speak ;  but  in  vain. 
At  iMt  ihe  was  obliged  to  so  off  the  stage 
ilire."  This  passage  was  afterwards  struck 
oit,  and  dbe  was  carried  off  to  be  put  to  death 
hAM  the  scenes,  as  the  plaj  now  has  it  The 
Epilogiie,  as  Johnson  informed  me,  was  written 

SSir  Wilhsm  Yonge.'  I  know  not  how  his 
J  eune  to  be  thus  graced  bj  the  pen  of  a 

penoa  then  so  eminent  in  the  political  world.' 
Notwithstanding  all  the  support  of  such  per- 
fonners  as  Garridc,  Barrj,  Mrs.  Gibber,  Mrs. 
Pritdard,  and  erery  advantage  of  dress  and 
deeorstioii,  iht  tragedy  of  Irene  did  not  please 
the  pohlie.^  Mr.  Garrick*s  zeal  earned  it 
throo^  for  nine  nights,  so  that  the  author 
hid  his  three  nights*  profit ;  and  from  a  receipt 
■fDtd  bj  him,  now  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  James 
Doddej,  it  appears  that  his  friend,  Mr.  Robert 
AkUsj',  ciiTe  hini  one  hundred  pounds  for  the 
eopf,  with  his  nraal  reserration  of  the  right 
fl^coe  adition.' 

Itm,  considered  as  a  poem,  b  entitled  to 
dtt  pcaise  of  superior  exceOence.  Analysed 
isto  parti,  it  will  furnish  a  rich  store  of  noble 
vatimenti,  fine  imagery,  and  beautiful  lan- 
f«^ ;  bat  it  is  deficient  in  pathos,  in  that 
defioBte  power  of  touching  the  human  feelinss, 
which  is  the  principal  end  of  the  drama.^  £i- 
dnd,  Ganiek  hae  eomjJained  to  me,  that  John- 

bis  pniae,be  thU  bit  pridiL 
■e  oo  Bodern  artf  ar«  tried : 
r<**'*Mf  all  fait  bopn  confound, 
fta  qoell  the  fiUl  sound ; 
glecp  relte?0  the  weuy  wit, 

ion  o'er  the  drownr  |nt : 

caf^vate  tbe  jodcment  ipreadi, 
•yet,  Co  pi^ttdtoe  yoor  headt. 
wttllnfi  tseer  tnd  rirtU  rail, 
',  jrut  not  aabani'd  to  fail, 
ik  addrett,  the  toppliant  ttraln, 
,  and  without  it  vain ; 
Truth,  he  daret  to  trust ; 
and  ye  wlu,  be  Just  1 "—  Boswill. 

fcadj  modem  audiences  are  to  con- 

vfaat  they  haTe  trttmeoiXj  endured  Tery 

Rove  baa  made  Nooeset,  in  Tamer- 

nc,  without  ofltoce.  —  Halonb. 

L^  4r  Garriekr  vol.  i.  p.  188., 

Ireofl*  cootnry  to  Horace*t  rule,  eofom 

bfr  Garrlck.  — Caosm. 

ra    In  his  Uf€,  that  **Mr.  Boswell 

to  sir  W.  Yonfe  oo  no  good  founda- 

l«  who  In  bis  Ant  edition  had  simply 

io  Cba  seoood,  **«f  Jpkmatm  h^fitrmed 


(Zdfr.p.  IM.).  that  the  epUogua 
Io  be  Jobnsoo's,  and  that  Mr.  Bo»> 


ditcof  try,  and  by  no  means  proba- 
«*  it  vera  to  bewlshed  that  tbe  eiMlogue 
to  any   other  writer,  It  betec  the 
Ml  from  Jobntoo't  fm."  Mr. 
that  Mnrpby  subtai|uently  ra- 
the author  of  the  epilofoe. 
iioiy  daserre  Murphy*t  censure, 
wnoen  by  the  pen  <h  Johnsoo ; 
',  ana  it  m^  be  sot- 
to  or  altaied  from  the 


Mr  WllUam  Tonfe,  Secretary 

Walpola't  administration,  and  a  dis- 
Spaakar.  Ha  was  tha  Ihther  of  Sir 
Stuetaii  at  War  under  Mr.  Pitt. 


tali  UmtiHCfrMfshooldbapio* 


son  not  only  had  not  the  faculty  of  producing 
the  impressions  of  tragedy,  but  that  he  had  not 
the  sensibility  to  perceive  them.  His  great 
friend  Mr.  Walmesley^s  prediction,  that  he 
would  "  turn  out  a  mie  tragedy  writer,"  was, 
therefore,  ill-founded.  Jdlinson  was  wise 
enough  to  be  convinced  that  he  had  not  the 
talents  necessary  to  write  successfully  for  the 
stage,  and  never  made  another  attempt  in  that 
species  of  composition. 

When  asked  how  he  felt  upon  the  ill  success 
of  his  tragedy,  he  replied,  **  Like  the  Monu- 
ment;** meaning  that  he  continued  firm  and 
unmoved  as  that  column.^  And  let  it  be  re- 
membered, as  an  admonition  to  the  gemu  trrt- 
iabUe  of  dramatic  writers,  that  this  great  man, 
instead  of  previously  complaining  of  the  bad 
taste  of  the  town,  submitted  to  its  decision 
without  a  murmur.  He  had,  indeed,  upon  all 
occasions,  a  great  deference  for  the  general 
opinion  :^  **  A  man,**  said  he,  *|who  writes  a  book, 
thinks  himself  wiser  or  wittier  than  the  rest  of 
mankind ;  he  supposes  that  he  can  instruct  or 
amuse  them,  and  tne  public  to  whom  he  appeds 
must,  after  all,  be  tne  judges  of  his  preten- 
sions.** 

On  occasion  of  this  play  being  brought  upon 
the  stage,  Johnson  had  a  fancy  that,  as  a  dra- 
madc  author,  his  dress  should  be  more  say 
than  what  he  ordinarily  wore:  he  therefore 
appeared  behind  the  scenes,  and  even  in  one 
of  the  side  boxes,  in  a  scarlet  waistcoat,  with 
rich  gold  lace,  and  a  eold-laced  hat.  He 
humorously  observed  to  Mr.  Langton,  "  that 

nounoed  so  as  to  rhyme  with  «fa#,  while  Lord  Chesterfield 
thought  It  should  rhyme  to  $UUe.  (Sea  MUi,  p.  ST.  n*  1, 
and  poif,  S7th  March,  1772.)  —  CaoKsa. 

*  I  know  not  what  Sir  John  Hawkins  means  by  the  onld 
reeeptiom  of  Irene.  I  wu  at  the  first  representation,  and 
most  of  the  subsequent.  It  was  much  ^iplauded  the  first 
night,  particularly  the  speech  on  to-morrow.  It  ran  nina 
nights  at  least.  It  did  not,  Indeed,  brcome  a  stock^-pl^y ;  but 
there  was  not  the  leut  opposition  during  the  representation, 
except  the  first  night.  In  the  last  act,  where  Irene  waa  to  ba 
strangled  on  the  stege,  which  Joiko  rBmll]  could  not  bear* 
though  a  dramatic  poet  may  stab  or  slay  by  hundreds.  The 
bowstring  was  not  a  Christian  nor  an  ancient  Greek  or  Ro- 
man death.  But  this  oflbnce  waa  removed  after  the  first 
night,  and  Irene  wait  off  the  stage  to  be  strangled.  Many 
stories  were  circulated  at  the  ume,  of  the  author's  being 
otMerred  at  the  representation  to  be  dissatisfied  with  soma 
of  the  speeches  and  conduct  of  the  play,  himself ;  and.  Ilka 
La  Fontaine,  expressing  his  dlswproution  aloud. «.  Bon- 
NXT.  —That  the  reception  was  «>la  Is  generally  admitted,  but 
by  Garrick*s  seal  it  was  plared  oftener  than  stated  1^  Bos- 
well or  even  Burner,  who,  nowerer,  says  guardedly,  **  nina 
nights  at  least."  It  seems  to  have  been  acted  from  Monday, 
Stb  February,  to  Monday,  SOtb  February,  induslTe.  —  Gent, 
Mag.,  1749,  p.  76.  Aeeomit  qf  EngUik  Stage,  vol.  Iv.  p.  866. 
— CnoKia. 

*  Mr.  Murphy  supposed  that  the  amount  of  the  three 
benefit  nights  was  not  very  considerable,  as  the  profit,  that 
stimulating  motive,  never  Invited  the  author  to  another  dra- 
matic attempt.  But  it  appears,  by  a  MS.  note,  In  Mr.  Isaac 
Seed*s  copy  of  Murphy's  Lffe.thtX  the  receipts  of  the  third, 
sixth,  and  ninth  nights,  after  deducting  sixty  guineas  a  night 
for  the  expenses  of  the  house,  amounted  to  i9m.  17s. :  John- 
son cleared,  therefore,  with  the  copyrif  ht,  very  nearly  80QI. 
—a  hurga  sum  to  him  at  that  time.  —  Caoxia. 

*  Aaron  Hill  (vol  il.p.  SSS.),  In  a  letter  to  Mr.  Mallet,  giTea 
the  fcrtlowhif  account  of**  Irens  :"—'*!  wm  at  the  anoma- 
lous Mr.  Johnson's  benefit,  aad  found  the  play  his  proper 
representative ;  strong  sense,  ungraoed  by  sweetness  or  de- 
corum." —  BOSWBLL. 

'  Or,  If  the  anecdote  be  true,  perhaps  more  modestly,  that 
he  fiilt  no  more  than  the  Monument  could  feel ;  but  it  may 
be  presinned,  from  the  number  of  nights  It  ran  and  the  sum 
It  produced,  that  Johnson  was  fsr  from  thinking  that  bis 
tragedy  had/itfed/  and  in  truth  it  bad  not.—  Ctoua. 
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when  in  thai  dres  he  eould  not  treal  people 
with  the  same  ease  as  when  in  hia  iiauat  puiin 
elothes.*  Draas,  indeed,  we  iMiat  idlow,  has 
sore  efiecit  even  upon  strong  nindSf  than  eoe 
should  soppooe,  withont  havrag  had  the  expe- 
rience of  iL  His  necessarj  aatendaace  while 
his  play  wsa  in  rehearaal,  and  durini^  Hs  per- 
ibriaanoei  hrought  htm  aoqiiainted  with  »any 
of  the  performers  of  both  sexes,  which  pro- 
duced a  more  favourable  opinion  of  their  pro- 
fession, than  he  had  harshlj  expressed  in  his 
Life  of  Sava^.^  With  some  of  them  he  kept 
up  an  acquamtance  as  haog  ss  he  and  they 
lived,  and  was  ever  ready  to  show  them  acts  of 
kindness.  Ue,  for  a  considerable  time,  used 
to  frequent  the  CTrssa-Baom,  and  seemed  to 
take  delist  in  dissipating  his  gloom,  by  mixing 
in  the  sprightly  chit-ehat  of  uk  motfey  circle 
then  to  be  found  there.  Mr.  David  Heme 
related  to  me  from  Mr.  Ganric^  that  Johnson 
at  Isst  denied  Ums^  this  amusement,  ftom 
considerations  of  ricid  virtue;  smring^,  ^Til 
oome  no  more  behina  your  scenes,  I>avid ;  for 
the  silk  stockings  and  white  bosoms  of  vonr 
actiesses  excite  my  amorous  propensities.* 


[JOHNSON  TO  MISS  PORTER.* 

•*  Goir  Square,  Julf  IS.  1749u 
**  DiAK  Min,  —  I  am  extremely  obliged  to  you 
for  your  letter,  which  I  would  have  sotwered  last 
poet,  but  that  ilhiess  prevented  me.  I  have  been 
often  ovt  of  order  of  kte^  and  have  very  much 
neglected  my  affairs.  Tou  have  acted  wry  pru- 
dently with  regard  to  Levett's  affair*,  which  will,  I 
think,  not  at  all  emharraM  me.  Ibr  you  may  promise 
him,  that  the  mortgage  shall  bo  takao  up  at 
Miehaalmaa,,  or,  at  Inst,  some  time  belweon  that 
and  Chrtstmaa ;  and  if  he  requires  to  have  it  done 
sooner,  I  wiU  eodaavour  iL  1  make  no  doubt,  by 
that  time,  of  cither  doing  it  myseU^  or  persuading 
some  of  my  friends  to  do  it  for  me. 

**  Pleaaa  to  asquMot  him  with  it,  and  kt  me 
know  if  he  he  satMed.  When  be  onee  called  on 
me,  his  name  was  mistaken,  and  thsrefora  I  did 
not  see  him ;  but,  ftnding  the'  mistake,  wrote  to 
htm  the  same  day,  but  never  heard  more  of  him, 
though  I  entreated  him  to  let  ms  know  whore  to 
wsit  on  him.  You  frighted  me^  you  little  gipsy, 
with  your  black  wafer,  for  I  had  forgot  yon  were 
in  mourning,  and  was  afraid  your  letter  had 
brought  me  ill  news  of  my  mother,  whose  death  m 
onu  of  tho  fow  calamities  on  which  I  think  with 
tvrror.  I  long  to  know  bow  she  does,  and  how 
you  all  dow  Tour  poor  mamma  is  some  bomcbut 
very  weak  ;  yet  I  hope  she  will  grow  better,  else 
she  shall  go  iaio  tho  ooontry.  She  is  now  up  stairs. 


*  ThU  sppcsn  to  kftve  bssn  by  no  n 
•crlflMwhMis  sttacki  on  Osmck. 

Mntiom 
••  of 
Saocbter.  wbieli  will  appsarenSsr  Uislr 


BU 


pUf  m  io  gvoerst,  wars  » 
bcb 


to  th«  kindnau  of  Dr.  H^^ood.  th«  h 


pho 


prncursS  Um  roslst  trIUi 
Mr.  Pssxseo  «{  LkhScM,  who 


from  lfl«ft  Porter.-.  Caaasa 
*  Sc«  Mi#.  p.  4S.  •.  4 
«  1  tela  bases  Or. 


to  polillab  thru 


•ad  knows  not  of  my 
your  most  humblo  servant. 


I  anv  dear  Mia, 
Saia  JsmiMni."] 


CHAPTER  IX. 
1750— 17«1. 


M 


a. 


— >OU^atfioas  l»  CorrupmieuU, 
^Succeu  4if  ih*  BambUr,-^  CoUtel^  taio 
VotmrnM,-^**  B^oMtim"  of  ikt  Bambkr^^Pro- 
loguMfor  th§  Bem^  of  liiUom^a  Graad-doMgkttr. 
— «JL«>«  of  Ch^ndr—Lamder^M  Forgtry.^ 
Mn.  Atma  WUUaau, 


Iff  1750  Johnson  came  forth  in  the  ehsmder 
for  whidi  he  was  eminenth^  (|aalified,  a  aiajesiic 
teaeher  of  moral  and  reugions  wisdom.    The 
vehicle  which  he  chose  was  that  of  a  periodical 
paper,  whieh  he  knew  had  been,  npon  former 
occasions,  employed  with  great  sneccas.    Hie 
Taller,  Spectator,  and  Guardian,  were  the  last 
of  the  kind  published  in  Engfamd,  which  had 
stood  the  test  of  a  long  trial ;  and  sneh  an  in- 
terval had  now  ehmsed  since  their  puUisation, 
as  made  him  justly  think  that,  to  Humr  of  hb 
readers,  this  form  of  instmetioD  wonld,  m  some 
degree,  have  the  advantage  of  Boretty.   A  few 
days  before  the  first  of  nis  Esmys  csmecvt, 
there  started  another  oompetitm'  for  fonae  in 
the  same  form,  under  the  title  of  **  The  Tatler 
Revived,**  which,  I  believe^  waa  ^  bem  bnt  to 
die.**    Johnson  was,  I  think,  not  very  hapipy 
in  the  choice  of  his  title,  —  ^  The  Rambler  ;^ 
which  certainly  is  not  suited  to  a  series  of 
grave  and  moral  disconrses ;  which  the  Italian:) 
have  literallv,  but  iudteronsly,  translated  by 
II  VamiJtKnao ;  and  which  has  been  ktalv  as - 
suraea  as  the  denominatioQ  of  a  vehicle  of 
licentious  tales,  ^The  Ramblers  Magnsine.** 
He  gave  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  tha  foliowini:; 
account  of  its  getting  this  name :  **  What  mau/ 
be  done,  sir,  will  be  done.    When  I  was  to 
begin  publishing  that  paper,  I  was  at  n  lok^ 
how  to  name  it.    I  sat  aown  at  nuht  upon  my 
bedside,  and  resolved  that  I  would  not  go  tl* 
sleep  till  I  had  fined  its  title.    The  BatmUrr 
seemed  the  best  that  occurred,  and  I  xoiJk  tt.**^ 
With  what  devout  and  oonscientiooa  anmii- 
ments  this  paper  was  nndertaken,  is  evidence  1 
by  tho  following  prayer,  which  he  cooipooeU. 
and  offered  np  on  the  occasion :  — 

*  Almighty  Go%  the  girer  of  all  good   tlina|:«. 


Oe*toy*>  with  ihs  has  Mr 

'       _   rbslibeaybsUitMiiwof  lae 
S«per  wbicb  Moors  b«a  vndi 
Saiad,  vbirb,  by  s  carious  cniocMsoct, 
sppltod  to  blaueir  by  OoMsmltb :  -. 

*■  Oor  OsrridL'ft  s  ulsJ,  for  la  btaa 
(Ml,  tbMgsr.  •usar,  sad 

At  Ism;  die  SSI 


Uwy  ssfiiml  bavtaig 
sefllsWiMM.— ~ 


.fii;41. 


BOSWSLL'S  UFS  OV  JOBQNSON. 


63 
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vithaot  vlMie  gi»oe  all  wiaibm  U  fi>Uy :  grant.  I 
baeccfa  Thcc>  that  in  this  undertaking  thy  Holy 
Spoil  may  oot  be  wirtihnM  fiom  me»  but  that  J 
WKfpmuAt  thy  ^ry«  and  tbcaalTation  [both]  of 
■firiraBdothcis:  grant  thii,  O  Lord«  fbc  the  sake 
cf  %  Sao,  Jasua  Cbbut.     ABeD."     {Ft,  aad 

The  first  paper  of  the  Bambler  was  published 
Oi  Tooday  the  20th  of  KarcK  1749-^0 ;  and 
ito  ttdiQr  was  ensbled  to  oon^ue  it,  without 
ntornptioii,  every  Tuesday  and  Saturday,  till 
fiitodaT  the  17th  ^  of  March,  1752,  on  which 
day  it  aosed.  This  is  a  strong  oonfirmation  of 
the  truth  of  a  remark  of  his,  which  I  have  had 
oocaaon  to  quote  dsewhere  [Aug.  16. 1773], 
tbt'^i 


may  write  at  aay  timei  if  he  will 
Ml  Umelf  doggedly  to  it  ;**  for,  notwithstaodr 
iag  his  eoDstitiitiQiial  indolence,  his  depression 
of  ^iriti,  and  his  labour  in  canryinff  on  his 
DieuoDsry,  he  answered  the  stated  caBs  of  the 
ptss  tvioe  a  week  from  the  stores  of  his  mind 
^■riog  all  that  time ;  having  received  no  as- 
vuaoe,  except  four  billets  in  No.  10.,  by  Miss 
Uahoi,  BOW  Mrs.  Chapone;  No.  30.,  bv  Mrs. 
Cttkeriae  Talbot;  No.  97n  by  Mr.  Samuel 
fiichvdHB,  wluNa  be  describes  in  an  intro- 
4«tory  note^  a«  ^  an  author  who  has  enlarged 
ihskMrladge  of  hwDan  nature,  aad  taught  the 
pssMs  to  Move  at  the  eommaod  of  virtue  ;** ' 
Md  Nvaben  44.  and  100.,  by  Mrs.  Eliaabeth 
Gvtcr.' 

Fbtterfty  will  be  astonished  when  they  are 
taUf  npoa  the  authority  of  Johnson  himself, 
thst  maav  of  these  discourses,  which  we  should 
npfnse  had  been  laboured  with  all  the  slow 
tttiuliau  of  literary  leisure,  were  written  in 
hi^  as  l&e  saoaient  pressed,  without  even  being 
i«td  over  fey  him  before  they  were  printed, 
h  can  be  aoeowst^  for  only  in  this  way ;  that, 
f7  reading  and  meditation,  aad  a  very  close 
■ipMisii  of  life,  be  had  accumulated  a  great 
w  of  BisedlaBeoas  knowledge,  which,  t>y  a 
P^cifiar  promptitude  of  mind,  wss  ever  ready 
*  Ui  eal^  and  wbieh  he  had  constantly  aocus- 


oT  dM  orlfhial  paper.    Satorday  vm 
'    '       of  the  bit  Bambler.    This 


At  Mil 


&ut  trat  ■ifht  of  Tarr  little  hnportanee, 
a.  JohBiOB  died  on  the  17th,  iOU  Si^te» 


'  Ladj  Iradabaifb.  ooa  of  Mr.  Blchaniion't  female  lyco- 
^■ai.  IkM  ai*«aaa  him  on  the  raldecC  of  thli  letter :— "A 
^  ^i»  «•»  1  vaa  pleaaart  with  hearins  a  renr  lanaible  lady 


ft 


la  a  very  lanatble  lady 
«iar  U»a  Bjuabler,  No.  9T.  She  happened  to 
It  «M  BoMiahed ;  nd  1  aakad  If  abe  koew 
t  aha  aald.  It  waa  nippoacd  to  be  oae 
In  the  Spactaton,  it  being  moch  better 
aay  of  the  BambMra.  I  waated  to  say  who  waa 
.  ~  dunt  DO*  wkhoiit  year  pennlaaloa.**— 
Cor^  v«|.  tL  p.  lOS.  It  waa  probably  on  iome  tiich 
r3*r  ifcat  Mr.  Payae  told  Mr.  Chaloaera  IBpU.  Bu. 
>«.  p.U.>,  that  Mo.  97.  waa  *•  the  ooly  paper  which  had 

popular.*'    The  Satteriea  which 

lavMmd  OB  hAm  and  all  hii  worka  were 

la  rather  a  poor  one.  — 

-^-.   'tha  papera  coatrlbutad  by   Mra. 

of  Jofaaaoo^a  eateem,  thoosh  be  always 

the    letter  algned  Charieaaa 


CNa.  ia40 
.whUa 


tomed  himself  to  dotihe  in  the  most  apt  and 
energetic  expression.  Sir  Joshua  Heynolds 
once  asked  him,  by  what  means  he  had  attained 
his  extraordinary  accuracy  and  flow  of  lan- 
guage. He  told  him,  that  he  had  early  laid  it 
down  aa  a  fixed  rule  U>  do  his  best  on  every 
occaeioa,  and  in  every  company:  to  impart 
w^tever  ho  knew  in  the  most  forcible  language 
he  oould  pal  it  in ;  and  that  by  constant  prac- 
tice, aad  never  suiftring  any  careless  expression 
to  escape  him,  or  attempting  to  dehver  his 
thoughts  without  arranging  them  in  the  clearest 
manner,  it  became  habituS  to  him.^ 

Yet,  he  was  not  altoeether  unprepared  as  a 
periodical  writer :  for  I  have  in  my  possession 
a  small  duodecimo  volume,  in  which  he  has 
written,  in  the  form  of  Mr.  Lockers  Common- 
place Bode,  a  variety  of  hints  for  essays  on 
diffisreat  subjects.  He  has  marked  upon  the 
first  bhuak  leaf  of  it,  ''  To  the  128th  page,  col- 
leetions  for  the  RAJcnuia;**  and  in  anotlier 
place,  "  In  fifly-two  there  were  seventeen  pro- 
vided ;  in  97—21 ;  in  190—25."  At  a  subse- 
ouent  period  (probably  after  the  work  was 
nnxshecn  he  added,  ^^  In  all,  taken  of  provided 
materials,  SO."*  , 

Sir  John  Hawkins,  who  is  unlucky  upon  all 
occasions,  tells  us,  that  ^*  this  method  or  accu- 
mulatiog  intelligence  had  been  practised  by 
Mr.  Addison,  aod  is  humorously  described  in 
one  of  the  Spectators  [Ko.  46. J,  wherein  he 
feigns  to  have  dropped  his  paper  of  noianda^ 
consisting  of  a  diverting  medlev  of  broken 
sentences  and  loose  hints,  which  he  tells  us  he 
had  collected,  and  meant  to  make  use  of. 
Much  of  the  same  kind  is  Johnson's  Adver- 
saria.**^ But  the  truth  is,  that  there  is  no  re- 
semblance at  all  between  them.  Addis(«*s 
note  was  a  fiction,  in  which  unconnected  frag- 
ments of  his  lucubrations  were  purposely  jum- 
bled together,  in  as  odd  a  manner  as  he  oould, 
in  order  to  produce  a  laughable  effect :  whereas, 
Johnson's  abbreviations  are  all  distinct,  and 
applicable  to  each  subject  of  which  the  head  is 
mentioned. 


the  boy  waited  to  carry  it  to  the  presi,  and  nomberleat  are 
the  ioatancet  of  hia  wrltUiff  under  the  iromediate  preaiure  of 
importunity  or  distreaa."  But  thU  must  be  a  mistake }  John- 
ton  and  Reynolda  were  not  acquainted  till  after  the  conctualon 
of  the  Rambler.  (Seepoit,  p.  79.  n.  3.)  It  may  hare  been 
some  paper  In  the /dlrr.—  Caoaaa. 

4  Tne  rule  which  Dr.  Johnson  obaerved  la  sanctioned  by 
the  authority  of  two  great  writers  of  antiquity:  **Ne  id 
quidem  tacendum  est,  quod  eldem  Ciceroni  placet,  nullum 
no«trum  usquam  negligentem  ease  lermonem  :  quicquid 
loqmemwr^  tmamque,  tU  pro  ma  teUicet^porUoHe  peifedum" 
Qulnctil.  X.  7.— Malonb.  We  Iumw  that  Jotinaon  most 
elaborately  rerlied  and  extensively  corrected  the  Bambler 
when  he  collected  them  into  volumes ;  but  this  does  not  dis- 
prove Mr.  Boswell's  account  of  the  celerity  and  ease  with 
which  they  were  originally  written.  —  Caoaaa. 

*  Thia,  no  doubt,  means  that,  of  the  first  fi2  Ramblers, 
17  had  been  prepared,  and  so  on,  till,  at  the  completion 
of  the  whole  106  numbers,  he  found  that  only  30  had  been 
Ibrmed  of  materials  previously  provided.—  Caoaaa. 

*  bi  this  instance  Mr.  Boswell  is  more  tmluekw  than  Ilaw- 
kina,  whose  aooount  Is  by  no  means  ineorrect.  He  knew  very 
well,  and  distinctly  sUtes,  that  Addiaon*s  pubUshed  **  No- 
tanda  *'  were  a  mere  pleaaantry,  eonaialing  of  topics  drolly 
selected  and  arranged ;  but  he  mfers,  rationally  eoou^.  that 
Addison  bad  taken  the  Idea  from  hia  own  real  practice  of 
oolleetiagiMtea^a;  and  be  is  qnlta  Justited  in  adding,  *'  moeh 


aftha 


are  Jobaaoa'a  Adveraaria.**  —  C» 
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For  instance,  there  is  the  following  speci- 
men:— 

TaiaKi  Entry  f^e. 

"  Baxter's  aeeoant  of  thiogt  in  whieh  bt  bsd 
chmnged  hiB  mind  u  he  grtw  up.  Voluminom.— 
Ko  wonder.  —  If  every  men  wm  to  tell,  or  merk« 
on  how  many  subjects  be  has  changed,  it  would 
moke  YoU.  but  tbe  changes  not  alwajt  obterred  by 
man*!  ael^  »-  From  pleanire  to  bus,  [tetuMw]  to 
quiet;  from  thoughtfulnen  to  reflect,  to  piety; 
from  diasipation  to  domestic  by  imperoept.  grsdat. 
but  the  change  is  certain.  Dial  mom  progndif  pro- 
fre$$,  €U€  eontpidmuM,  Look  back,  consider  what 
wss  thought  at  some  diet,  period. 

**  Hopi  predom.  in  youth.  Mmd  not  wSOingly  m- 
dmJgn  unpleating  UumgktB,  Tbe  world  lies'  all 
enamelled  before  him,  as  a  distant  prospect  sun- 
gilt  * ;  —  inequalities  only  found  by  coming  to  it. 
Loot  UtoboaO  joy^-ekiUtrem  eacsflmf  —  Fame  to 
be  constant — carcases  of  the  great— applauios  of 
the  learned  —  smiles  of  Beauty. 

'*  Foot  ofduyrotM  —  Ba»kfiUnm»  —  Finds  things 
of  less  importance.  Miscarriages  forgot  like  excel- 
lencies ;  —  if  rcmembrred,  of  no  import.  Danger 
of  sinking  into  negligence  of  reputation ;  -» lest  the 
fear  of  disgrace  destroy  dbtirity. 

*•  Confidence  in  hinuelf.  Long  tract  of  life  before 
him.  —  No  thought  of  sickness.  —'  Embarrasment 
of  affiiin.  —  Distraction  of  fiunily.  Public  cala- 
mities. —  No  sense  of  the  preralence  of  bad  habits. 
Negligent  of  time  —  ready  to  undertake  —  careless 
to  pursue  —  all  changed  by  time. 

**  ConJIdmt  of  oCAers -^  unsuspecting  as  unez- 
perienecd  —  imagining  himself  secure  against  neg- 
lect, nerer  imagines  tbey  will  Tcnture  to  treat  him 
ill.  Ready  to  trust ;  expecting  to  be  trusted. 
CooTinced  by  time  of  the  selfishness,  the  meanness, 
the  cowardice,  the  treachery  of  men. 

**  Youth  ambitious,  as  thinking  honours  essy  to 
be  bad. 

**  Different  kinds  of  praise  pursued  at  different 
periods.  Of  the  gay  in  youth.  —  dang,  hurt,  &e. 
despised. 

**  Of  the  &Dcy  in  manhood.  Ambit  —  stocks 
— bargains.  —  Of  the  wise  and  sober  in  old  age->- 
seriousness  —  formality  —  maxims,  but  general  — 
only  of  the  rich,  otherwise  sge  is  happy  —  but  at 
last  CTcry  thing  referred  to  riches  —  no  having 
lame,  honour,  influence,  without  subjection  to 
caprice. 

•«  Horace. 

**  Hard  it  would  be  if  men  entered  life  with  the 
same  wwwt  with  which  tbey  leave  it,  or  left  as  they 
enter  it.  —  No  hope  —  no  undertaking  —  no  regard 
to  benerolenee  — >  no  fear  of  disgrace,  &c. 

**  Youth  to  be  taught  the  piety  of  age  —  age  to 
retain  the  honour  of  youth.** 

Tliis,  it  will  be  observed,  is  the  sketch  of 


1  This  BKMt  bcwitlftil  fmagv  of  tht  enehsntlnt  dvlutlonor 
fouthfUl  prMpect  has  not  Imco  usad  In  say  of  JohtMon't 

*  Lib.  ill.  9S.  *'1n  Tneean  aRnulioB  ooinlitBi  soomni 
ttndiorimi.**  ~  Maianb. 

>  Sir  John  tU*klDS  has  sslwCad  from  this  llttto  eol1«ction 
of  ssaUflals,  whsl  h«  %Mm  tbe  **  RudlnwnU  of  two  of  th« 
psporsof  Ibo  Rsablor.'*    Bat  he  has  noc  bora  ablo  to  rsMd 

*" —  ^ndactly.    Tbos  ha  vHtas.  p.  MS ,  **8aJlor1i 

I  (**  vhaiess  ths  orlglMl  Is,**  Sailor's  Uto  ay 


Number  196.  of  the  Rambler.    I  shall  gratifj 
mj  readers  with  another  specimen :  — 

**  Confodman  d^fienlt  /  why. 

"  Seldom  in  war  a  match  lor  single  persons  — 
nor  in  peaee;  therefore  kings  make  tbemselvca 
absolute.  Confederacies  in  learning — every  great 
work  the  work  of  one.  J3my.  Scholars*  friend- 
ship like  ladies*.  Scribebamus,  &c.  Bilart'  Tb« 
apple  of  discord  — tbe  laurel  of  discord  —  tbe 
poverty  of  criticism.  Swift*s  opinion  of  the  power 
of  six  geniuses  united,  lliat  union  scarce  possible. 
His  remarks  just;— i man  a  social,  not  steady 
nature.  Drawn  to  man  by  words,  repelled  by 
passions.  Orb  drawn  by  attraction,  rep.  [r^ptOedl 
by  ccntriftigaL 

M  Common  danger  unites  by  crushing  other 
passions— but  they  return.  Equality  hinders 
compliance.  '  Superiority  produces  insolence  and 
envy.  Too  much  regard  in  each  to  private  in- 
terest i  —  too  little. 

<*  The  miscbiefr  of  private  and  exclusive  sonettcs 
-*  The  fitness  of  social  attraction  diffused  through 
the  whole.  Hie  mischieft  of  too  partial  love  of 
our  country.  Contraction  of  moral  duties.  —  Oi 
^tXoi,  ou  ^iXos. 

**  Every  man  moves  upon  his  own  ccntrct  and 
therefore  repels  others  from  too  near  a  contact, 
though  he  may  comply  with  some  general  law^ 

**  Of  oonlcderacy  with  superiors  every  one  knowa 
the  inconvenience.  With  equals,  no  authority  ;  — . 
every  man  bis  own  opinion— -his  own  interest. 

"Man  and  wife  hardly  united;  —  scares  crer 
without  children.  Computation,  if  two  to  one 
against  two^  how  many  against  five?  If  eonfede* 
racies  were  easy — useless ;  — many  oppresses  many. 
-^  If  poasible'only  to  some,  dangerous.    Primcipt 


Here  we  see  the  embryo  of  Number  45.  of 
the  Adventurer ;  and  it  is  a  confirmation  of 
what  I  shall  presently  have  occasion  to  men* 
tion,  that  the  papers  m  that  collection  marked 
T.  were  written  oy  Johnson. 

This  scanty  preparation  of  materials  will 
not,  however,  much  diminish  our  wonder  at 
the  extraordinary  fertility  of  his  mind ;  for  the 
proportion  which  they  bear  to  the  nimiber  of 
essays  which  he  wrote,  is  verv  small ;  and  it  t^ 
remarkable,  that  those  for  which  he  had  maxle 
no  preparation,  are  as  rich  and  as  highly 
finisneu,  as  those  for  which  the  hints  were 
lying  bj  him.  It  is  also  to  be  observed,  that 
the  papers  formed  from  his  hints  arc  work<Hl 
up  wito  such  strength  and  elegance,  that  we 
almost  lose  sight  of  the  hints,  which  become 
like  ^  drops  in  the  bucket**  Indeed,  in  sevend 
instances,  he  has  made  a  very  slender  use  ot* 
them,  so  thai  many  of  them  remain  still 
unapplied.' 


avankMi.'*  f!a  has  also  transcribad  the  tm«|ipnwrtatrd  htat* 
on  Wrilera/or  kretid^  in  which  he  dfcxphm  tarae  i>otAM^ 
pnSMfn.  CMMt  In  I^tln./ffiM  mamfitttMr,  inwaad  of  jOmn  mt^ 
/mn»;  Johnson  ha*inf  in  hit  mind  what  I'huanut  aajg  nt 


tba  Iramcd  German  antlsttarj  and  tltinuiat,  Xylandn*.  who, 
h«  trill  ua,  Ittad  in  such  poverty,  that  he  was  Mipfraae«l  fawmg 


mfmmtm  terikerri  and  another  In  French.  Dfjgente  4e  J^t^ 
et  ^gkm4  ^mrarU,  Inatend  of  Mgviii  dr/mmte  < an  old  «««^ 
for  I'tfMiwrfr).  et  ^0lnmi  ^mrfent.    The  mamaacrlpt.  bem« 
la  an  atfssdlngly  sasaU  kaad.  Is,  laSsed*  vaiy  hot^ 
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Ab  the  Bamblcr  was  entirclj  the  work  of 
nQ«  man,  there  was,  of  course,  such  a  uni- 
formity in  its  texture,  as  very  much  to  exclude 
the  chjinn  of  TArietj ;  and  the  grave  and  oAen 
snlemn  cast  of  thinking,  which  distinguished  it 
from  other  periodical  papers,  made  it,  for 
sone  time,  not  generally  liked.  So  slowly  did 
this  excellent  work,  of  which  twelve  editions 
hsre  now  issued  from  the  press,  gain  upon  the 
wvHd  at  large,  that  even  in  the  closing  num- 
ber the  author  says,  **  I  have  never  been  much 
a  favourite  of  the  public."* 

Yet,  very  soon  afker  its  commencement, 
there  were  who  felt  and  acknowledged  its  un- 
ctvaaxviu  excellence.  Verses  in  its  praise  ap- 
peared in  the  newspapers ;  and  the  editor  of 
the  Gentleman's  Magazine  mentions,  in  Oc- 
vAmt^  his  having  received  several  letters  to 
the  same  purpose  from  the  learned.  "The 
Student,  or  Oxford  and  Cambridge  Monthly 
UiaccUiinT,**  in  which  Mr.  Bonnel  Thornton 
a  ad  Mr.  t>obnan  '  were  the  principal  writers, 
<>-'*ribes  it  as  ^  a  work  that  exceeds  any  thing 
of  the  kind  ever  published  in  this  kingdom, 
>»n-  of  the  Spectators  excepted,  —  if  indeed 
th*-T  mar  be  excepted."  And  afterwards, 
'  3iay  the  public  favours  crown  his  merits, 
.■£.d  tnay  not  the  English,  under  the  auspicious 
!>  l^a  oif  George  the  Second,  neglect  a  man, 
vho,  bad  be  lived  in  the  first  century,  would 


waaU  ham  brcn  bettor  to  have  left  blanks 

!.  — >  BOfWILL. 

cCTtAinlT.  wrr«  little  nottoed  at  tint. 
menwmed  them  to  ne  as  excellent 
brfiarv  I  bad  beard  aoj  ooe  eUe  sprak  of  them.  WhtfO 
■ao  KorfoDu  hi  the  aotumn  of  I7SI,  I  found  but  one 
(fb»  Bev.  ifr.  Sqolret.  a  man  of  learning,  and  a 
of  Dew  books)  who  kn^w  anir  thlna  of 
I  left  Norfolk,  in  the  year  1760,  the  Kamblrrt 
higk  fcroMT  aiBOOf  penoo*  of  k>anilnf  and  good 
O'Jkrra  there  vere,  devoid  of  both,  vho  said  that  the 
to  Ch«  Rambler  vere  used  by  the  author  to  render 
tadUpeoaablr  Docetsary.  —  Buantr. 
Colnun  wrote  In  tbU  work.  Smart  was  the 
.  and  T.  Warton  a  rery  cooilderable  one. 


•«v«  to 


if  Coll 


-a-  c 

.  tbB  aalbor  of  ClarlsM.  to  whom  Care  had 

ftfsc  live  monbert  of  the  Rambler,  became,  as  they 

lacx^resalbly  |»lcased  wiih  tbrm,**  that  he 

to  Cmwm  to  atroof  rommendatlon,  and  tntlroatrd  his 

fthm  Bane  of  the  author  being  still  a  secrpt).  that 

M  Uw  ooly  Hian  who  could  write  them.    Cave,  in 

•  «-«v#r.  d««d  **  Si  .  John's  Gate.  August  33.  17S0,"  says :  — 
'  1 3rmm  this  ranble  from  the  purpose  ofyour  letter.    I 

cr.  tkmi  Mr.  Joboson  ts  the  Greai  Ham  let, 

^.  M  MB   libit  I  s  n.  the  only  man  who  CAn  furnish  two 

*^vn  ffl  a  we«k,  besides  his  other  great  business,  and 

<  tova  aeeUlvd  with  above  three.    I  may  discover  to 

'  «c  the  wnrU  la  not  so  kind  to  Itself  as  you  wish  it. 

C  as  to  sale.  Is  not  In  proportion  to  the 

irlv«o  to  the  work  by  the  judicious,  not  to  sny 

I  #xp«ased  by  the  few  that  do  read  it ;  but  its 

ceitohMS  til  Dombert  gives  hopes  that  the  sets 

p»  ^,  ^  it  la  •  Aim  paper,  and,  considering  the  late 

^h«rt^  the  copy,  tolerably  printed. 

^■^  ^7  aathor  wm  co  be  kept  private  (which  was  the 

_r<taM» ).  tvo  fviitlemc«.  belonging  to  the  Prince's  court, 

*a»  I  >  ttr  lie  toq«f<r«  bla  name,  la  order  to  do  him  irrvirr ; 

mm  ^iMhf  •  Ua(  of  aeven  genUeaaeo  to  be  served  with 

JiM  I  waa  a««t  at  lit>erty«  an  Inference  was 

1  «0  deairoMa  to  keep  to  myself  so  excellent  a 

after  Mr.  Doddlogton  (afterwards  Lord  ftlel- 

'^m  art  a  htum  diractffd  lo  the  RmmbUty  inviting  him  to 
•-  *>^.  «to«  he  ahouU  be  disposed  to  enlarge  his  ac- 

•  •  a^My     tn  *  s^eeqisent  numtier  a  kind  of  excuse  was 
•^  ««jh  »  ht^  that  a  good  writer  onlglit  not  appear  to 

BO.    Since  that  time  several  cinrum- 

aa  M'  -  Ci« » h  Ir  and  others,  who  koe*  the  author's 
th«  arai,aiiadtlsedly  asserting  their 


have  been  one  of  the  greatest  favourites  of 
Augustus."  This  flattery  of  the  monarch  had 
no  eifect.  It  is  too  well  known,  that  the  second 
George  never  was  an  Augustus  to  learning  or 
genius.^ 

Johnson  told  me,  with  an  amiable  fondness, 
a  little  pleasing  circumstance  relative  to  this 
work.  Mrs.  Johnson,  in  whose  judgment  and 
taste  he  had  great  confidence,  said  to  him, 
after  a  few  numbers  of  the  Kambler  had  come 
out,  **  I  thought  very  well  of  you  before ;  but  I 
did  not  imagine  you  could  have  written  any 
thing  equal  to  this."  Distant  praise,  from 
whatever  quarter,  is  not  so  deligntful  as  that 
of  a  wife  whom  a  man  loves  and  esteems.  Her 
approbation  may  be  said  to  "  come  home  to  his 
hoiom ; "  and,  being  so  near,  its  effect  is  most 
sensible  and  permanent. 

Mr.  James  Elphinston  \  who  has  since  pub- 
lished various  works,  and  who  was  ever 
esteemed  by  Johnson  as  a  worthy  man^  hap- 
pened to  be  in  Scotland  while  the  Rambler 
was  coming  out  in  single  papers  at  London. 
With  a  laudable  zeal  at  once  for  the  improve- 
ment of  his  countrymen,  and  the  reputation  of 
his  friend,  he  suggested  and  took  the  charge 
of  an  edition  of  those  Essays  at  Edinburgh, 
which  followed  progressively  the  London 
publication.^ 

The  following  letter,  written  at  this  time* 


(but)  iosplelons,  orertumcd  the  schema  of  secrecy.  (About 
which  there  is  also  one  paper.) 

"  I  have  had  lettem  of  approbation  ttfxm  Dr.  Young,  Dr. 
Hartley,  Dr.  Sharp,  Miss  Carter,  *c.  fte.,  most  of  them,  like 
you,  setting  them  In  a  rank  equal,  and  some  superior,  to  the 
Spectators  (of  which  I  have  not  read  many,  for  the  reasons 
wnich  you  assign):  but,  notwithstanding  such  recommend- 
ation, whether  the  price  of  ivopemee^  or  the  unfavourabla 
season  of  their  flrst  poblication.  hinders  the  demand,  no  boast 
can  be  made  of  IL  The  author  (who  thinks  highlr  of  your 
writliig«)  it  obllprd  to  you  for  contributing  Tuor  endeavours ; 
and  so  Is,  for  several  marks  ofyour  ftriendahip,  good  Sir,  your 
admirer,  and  very  humble  servant,"  Ac-  Ac. 

The  two  Ramblers  alluded  to  are  probably  Not.  14.  and  \X 
Richardson  had  said,  in  liis  letter  to  Cave,  **  I  remember  not 
any  thing  In  those  SpeeUtion  that  I  read,  for  I  nrwr  /ound 
tinu  to  read  them  ail,  th.it  half  so  much  struck  me.**  It 
seems  very  strange  that  men  of  literary  habits,  like  Richard- 
son and  Cave,  should  have  read  the  Spectator  so  imperfectly. 
It  is  the  stranger,  with  regard  to  Richardson,  for  >>is  only 
paper  in  thu  Rambler  (No.  97.)  Is  written  In  the  character 
01  a  orofetied  admirer  of  the  Spectator.  **  —  CaoKia. 

*  Blr.  James  Elphinston  was  l>>rn  in  Edinburgh,  In  1721. 
He.  when  very  young,  was  a  private  tutor  in  two  or  three 
eminent  familieri :  but  about  1753  set  up  a  board  ins-school  at 
Kentlngtnn.  where  Ur.  Johnson  sometimes  visited  him.  He 
dted  at  Hammersmith  in  IH09.  His  works  are  forgotten,  or 
remembered  for  their  absurdity.  He  translated  Martial,  of 
which  Dr.  Beattte  savs,  **  It  is  truly  an  unique  — the  sped- 
mens  formerly  published  did  very  well  to  laugh  at ;  but  a 
whole  quarto  of  nonsense  and  gibberish  Is  too  much.  It  Is 
strange  that  a  man  not  wholly  illTterale  should  have  lived  so 
long  lo  England  without  learning  the  language."  —  And 
it  was,  no  doubt,  of  this  strange  work  that  Mrs.  Pioial 
relates  (p.  47.),  that  '*  of  a  modem  Martial,  when  it  came 
out.  Dr.  Johnson  said  there  are  in  these  verses  too  much 
folly  for  madness,  I  think,  and  too  much  madness  for  folly.'* 
->  CaoKia. 

*  It  was  executed  In  the  printing-office  of  Sands.  Murray, 
and  Cochran,  with  uncommon  eleganre,  upon  writing  paper, 
of  a  duodecimo  site,  and  with  the  greatest  correctness :  and 
Mr.  KIphln«ton  enriched  it  with  translations  of  the  mottoa. 
When  completed,  it  made  eight  handsome  volumes.  It  it, 
unquestionably,  the  most  accurate  and  beautiful  edition  of 
this  work  ;  and  there  being  out  a  small  impression,  it  Is  now 
become  scarce,  and  sells  at  a  very  high  price.  —  Bos wbu. 
With  respect  to  the  correctness  of  this  edition,  my  father 
probably  derived  bis  Information  from  some  other  person, 
and  appears  to  have  been  misinformed  ( for  It  waa  isol  aecu* 


66 


BOSWELi;S  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


1750, 


tiioiigli  not  dated  •,  will  show  how  much  pleued 
Johnson  was  with  this  publication,  and  what 
fciff<iiifiM  and  regard  he  had  for  Mr.  Eiphin- 
flton. 

TO  MR.  JAMES  ELPHINSTOK. 

{So  date.} 
**  DcAft  Sir,  —  I  esnnot  but  confenthe  fiiiliures 
of  my  correspondence ;  but  hope  the  same  rirgard 
whieh  you  express  for  me  on  every  other  oecasion, 
will  incline  you  to  forgiTe  me.  I  am  often,  rery 
often,  ill;  and,  when  I  am  well,  am  obliged  to 
work :  and,  indeed,  hare  never  much  used  myself 
to  punctuality.  Tou  are,  however,  not  to  make 
unkind  inferences,  when  I  forbear  to  reply  to  your 
kindness ;  f  jr,  be  assured,  I  never  receive  a  letter 
from  you  without  great  pleasure,  and  a  very  warm 
sense  of  your  gcncroeity  and  friendship,  which  I 
heartily  blame  myself  for  not  cultivating  with  more 
care.  In  this,  as  in  many  other  cases,  I  go  wrong, 
in  opposition  to  conviction  ;  for  I  think  scarce  any 
temporal  good  equally  to  be  deured  with  the  re- 
gard and  familiarity  of  worthy  men.  I  hope  we 
shall  be  some  time  nearer  to  each  other,  and  have 
a  more  ready  way  of  pouring  out  our  hearts. 

**  I  am  glad  that  you  still  6nd  encouragement  to 
proceed  in  your  publication;  and  shall  beg  the 
favour  of  six  more  volumes  to  add  to  my  former 
six,  when  you  can,  with  any  convenience,  send 
them  me.  Please  to  present  a  set,  in  my  name,  to 
Mr.  Ruddiman',  of  whom,  I  hear,  that  his  learning 
is  not  his  highest  excellence.  I  have  transcribed 
the  mottos,  and  returned  them,  I  hope  not  too  late, 
of  which  I  think  many  very  happily  performed. 
Mr.  Cave  has  put  the  last  in  the  Magasine,  in 
which  I  think  he  did  well.  I  beg  of  you  to  write 
soon,  and  to  write  often,  and  to  write  long  letters, 
which  I  hope  in  time  to  repay  you  ;  but  you  must 
he  a  patient  creditor.  I  have,  however,  this  of 
gratitude,  that  I  think  of  you  with  regard,  when  I 


ratHr  printed*  at  we  lesm  from  Mr.  A.  Chalmers.  —  J.  Bos* 
WRLL.  Here  It  «  tligbt  mitundertUndinK.  Rlphlniton't 
•ditiun  WOM  corrccllT  printed  *fl«r  tb«  ortginai  UA\o  number* 
Of  tkfw  eame  out.  Mr.  Chalmers  daolea  lt«  accuracy,  because 
It  bad  not  the  various  corrections  »mi»equenli§f  made  by 
Johnson  when  he  re^mbUiked  the  Rambler  In  volumes — 

CaOKRR. 

t  This  letter,  written,  at  sonoest.la  Oct.  I7S0.  should  have 
followed  that  of  th^  2Hh  Srpt«'mber.  Mr.  Bo<well  may  have 
copied  them  from  the  tiemotrt,  where  they  happen  to  be 
mupiaced.  I  have  added  to  these,  from  the  same  volume, 
two  other  letters  to  Mr.  Elpbinston,  of  which,  the  s«>cond.  at 
least,  descrvet  to  be  rescued  from  oblivion.  —  Ckokbk.  ]ft46. 

TO  MR.  ELPBINSTON. 

**  SOth  April.  1749. 

**  Sia,  —  I  have,  for  a  kmc  time.  Intended  to  answer  the 
letter  which  you  were  pleas^  to  >etd  me.  and  know  not  why 
I  have  delayed  It  so  long,  but  that  I  had  nothinit  particular 
either  of  enquiry  or  Informatioo  to  send  you  ;  and  the  same 
raaaon  roifht  still  have  the  same  conseauence,  but  I  find,  in 
my  recluse  kind  of  life,  that  1  am  not  likelr  to  have  murh 
more  to  say  at  one  time  th«i  at  aoother,  ana  that,  therefore, 
I  may  endanger,  by  an  appearance  of  neglect  long  continued, 
the  lose  of  sudi  an  aeqiulntance  at  I  hiiow  noc  where  to 
tnpplr.  I,  therefore,  write  now  to  asture  you  how  sen«lble  I 
am  of  the  klndaes*  you  have  always  expressed  to  me.  and  how 
I  desire  the  eoltivatton  of  that  l>enev«>lenei>  which  per- 

nothlne  hot  the  distance  hetw#<«a  fu  hat  hindered  from 
ripening  berore  thia  time  Into  friendship.  Of  myself  I  have 
eery  little  to  say.  and  of  any  Iwdy  else  km ;  let  me.  howevor, 
be  allowed  one  thing,  and  that  in  my  own  Csvoor,  that  1  am. 

air,  year  awet  humble  •arvant* 

**  laa.  Jeamoii.*' 


do  not,  perfaapa,  give  the  |ifoolk  whidi  I  orntht,  of 
being,  Sir,  your  moet  obliged  and  most  bumble 
servant,  Sam.  Johmsom.** 

This  year  he  wrote  to  the  same  ^ntleman 
another  letter  upon  a  mournful  occasion. 

TO  MR.  JAMES  ELPHINSTON. 

*«  September  t».l7M. 
**DEAa  Sia, —  Tou  have,  aa  1  find  by  every 
kind  oi  evidenee,  lost  an  excellent  mother ;  and  I 
hope  you  will  not  think  me  incapable  of  partaking 
of  your  grie£  I  have  a  mother,  now  eighty  >t wo 
years  of  age,  whom,  therefore,  I  must  soon  lose, 
unless  it  please  Goo  that  she  should  rather  mourn 
for  me.  I  read  the  letters  in  whieh  you  relate 
your  motherls  death  to  Mrs.  Strahan  ',  and  think  I 
do  myself  honour,  when  I  tell  you  that  I  read  them 
with  tears ;  but  tears  are  neither  to  jfoii  nor  to  m^ 
of  any  further  use,  when  ooee  the  tribute  of  nature 
has  been  paid.  The  business  of  life  summons  tis 
away  fliom  useless  grieC  and  ealla  us  to  thecxcrcisv 
of  those  virtues  of  which  we  are  lamenting  our  de> 
privation.  The  greatest  benefit  which  one  friend 
can  confer  upon  another  is  to  guard,  aiMi  excite,  and 
devate  his  virtues.  This  your  mother  will  still 
perform,  if  you  diligently  preserve  the  memory  of 
her  life,  and  of  her  death :  a  life,  so  fer  as  I  can 
learn,  useful,  wise,  and  innocent ;  and  a  death  re- 
signed,  peaceful,  and  holy.  I  cannot  forbear  to 
mention,  that  neither  reason  nor  revelation  denies 
you  to  hope,  that  yon  may  increase  her  happinew 
by  obeying  her  precepts ;  and  that  she  may,  in  her 
present  state,  look  with  pleanure  upon  every  act  of 
virtue  to  which  her  instructions  or  example  have 
contributed.  Whether  this  be  more  than  a  plens« 
ing  dream,  or  a  Just  opinion  of  separate  spirita,  is 
indeed,  of  no  great  importance  to  us,  when  we  con> 
aider  ourselves  as  acting  under  the  eye  of  God  ; 
yet,  surely,  there  is  something  plcaatng  in  the  belic<; 
that  our  separatum  from  those  whom  we  love  it 


TO  MR.  BLFHIN8T0N. 

-ITthJaly.  I77« 
**  8ta,  —  HaTing  myself  soflWed  whst  yoa  sre  nvw  suArr- 
Ing,  I  well  know  the  weight  of  roar  distress,  how  murh  nev^l 
rou  have  of  comfort,  and  now  little  comfort  can  be  given.  A 
loss,  such  as  yours,  lacerates  the  mind,  and  breaks  the  »  hol«> 
srttem  of  purposes  and  hopes.  It  leaves  a  dismal  varulty  m 
lire,  which  aflords  nothing  on  which  the  afltoloos  can  Ht.  or 
to  which  endeavoor  may  be  directed.  All  this  I  have  known, 
and  it  is  now.  In  the  vicissitude  of  things,  joor  turn  u* 
know  It. 

**  But  In  the  eondltloo  of  mortal  hHngs,  ooe  must  kw^ 
another.  What  would  be  the  wretebednees  of  llfii.  if  i hr  ■>« 
was  rot  something  always  In  view,  some  Being  imnrata  le 
and  unCslllug.  to  whose  mercy  nua  may  have  reeoorse.  r*» 
WfUrm  suMwrvn  Jta/virrs*. 

**  Here  we  most  rest.  The  Greatest  Being  h  the  mn«t 
benevolent.  We  most  net  grieve  for  the  dead  as  men  w ab- 
out hope,  because  we  know  tnat  they  are  fai  his  handa.  ^  e 
have  indeed  not  leisure  to  grfeve  long,  beeanse  we  are  haatpn. 
ttig  to  follow  them.  Tour  raee  and  mine  hare  been  intfir. 
rupted  by  many  obstacles,  bat  we  must  homMy  hope  far  an 
happy  end.    1  am.  Sir,  year  most  hemble  servant, 

••  Aaa.  Ji  ~ 


s  Mr.  Thomas  Roddtasan,  ttie 
land,  well  kiMnre  for  his  vaHoos  esodlent  worka, 
accurate  editions  of  several  authors.    He 
the  most  worthy  private  character.    Bis 
House  of  Stuart  did  not  render  hKa 
Johnson's  eye.— Boswnj,. 
and  died  at  Edlnborgh  hi  ITST.  — Ci 

*  Sister  to  Mr.  BlphlnaCm,  snd  wife  of  Mr. 
king's  printer.   To  tnls  coaaeakm,  Ji 
many  of  the  BMMt  respedsble  ef  his 
CaoKiB, 
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ncrelj  earporal ;  and  it  nwy  Im  a  gmt  iiieite< 
nent  to  ▼irtiiotis  firiembfaip*  if  it  am  be  made  pro- 
bable, that  that  unioo  that  baa  reoeiTad  the  diTioe 
approlMitiim  shall  continue  to  eternity. 

•*  Tliere  ia  one  expedient  by  which  you  may,  in 
•omc  degree,  continue  her  preaenofr  If  you  write 
down  miotttely  what  you  remember  of  her  from 
your  earliest  years,  you  will  read  it  with  great  plea- 
sare,  and  receive  from  it  many  hints  <jr  soothing 
reeollectioa,  when  time  shall  remove  her  yet  fiuther 
from  you,  and  your  grief  shall  be  matured  to  Tene- 
Tation.  To  this,  however  painib!  for  the  present,  1 
eamiot  but  advise  you,  as  to  a  source  of  comfort 
and  aatialaetion  in  the  time  to  eome ;  for  all  com- 
kn  ai«d  ail  satisfiMtioD  is  sincerely  wished  you  by, 
dear  Sir,  yoar  most  obliged,  moat  obedient,  and 
humible  servant,  **  Sam.  Johssow." 


The  Rambler  has  increased  in  &me  as  in 
tse.  Soon  after  its  first  folio  edition  was  oon- 
auded,  it  was  published  in  six  duodecimo 
volumes ' ;  and  its  author  lived  to  see  ten 
Bomerous  editions  of  it  in  London,  besides 
those  of  Lreland  and  Scotland. 

I  profeas  myself  to  have  ever  entertained  a 
profound  Teneration  for  the  astonishing  force 
and  vivacity  of  mind,  which  the  Rambfer  ex- 
hibics.  TIm*  Johnson  had  penetration  enonch 
to  see,  and  seeing,  would  not  disguise,  the 
general  miflerr  of  man  in  this  state  of  being, 
may  have  given  rise  to  the  saperfioial  notion 
of  his  being  too  stem  a  philoaopher.  But  men 
of  reflection  will  be  sensible  that  he  has  given 
a  true  representation  of  human  existence,  and 
that  he  las,  at  the  same  time,  with  a  generous 
boievolenc^  displayed  every  consolation  which 
oar  state  afforas  us ;  not  only  those  arising 
from  the  hopes  of  futurity,  but  such  as  may  be 
attained  in  the  immediate  progress  through 
fife.  He  haa  not  depressed  the  soul  to  despond- 
ency and  indifference.  He  has  everywhere 
incalcated  study,  labour,  and  exertion.  Nay, 
he  has  shown  in  a  very  o(Hous  light,  a  man, 
whose  practice  is  to  go  about  darkening  the 
^iews  of  others,  by  perpetual  complaints  of 
evil,  and  awakening  those  considerations  of 
danger  and  distress,  which  are,  for  the  most 
part,  lulled  into  a  quiet  oblivion.  This  he  has 
done  ver^  strongly  in  his  character  of  Sus- 
pirina  (2m>.  55.),  m>m  which  Goldsmith  took 
that  of  Croaker,  in  his  comedv  of  ^  The  Grood- 
aatored  Han,**  as  Johnson  told  mehe  acknow- 
lei^ed  to  him,  and  which  is,  indeed,  very 


To  pcRnt  oat  the  numerous  suljects  which 
ihe  Rafr>*lr^  treats,  with  a  dignity  and  perspi- 
cni^  which  are  there  united  in  a  manner  whu^ 


I 


>  This  Is  not 


'^.ITSa.by 


h  the  Gent.  Msf .  for  Kotr. 

juB  vet  iwiwswllng.  Is  an  adrertiwiBent, 

r9bimm  of  the  Kjunbler  woald  cpeedilf 

if  is  beliered  that  thqr  were  pidiliimd  In 

fifth  and  ilxtfa  vobMiaa.  with  tMm  of 

of  tlM  mottot,  vera  miMiabad  bi 

ith»  odoiiMl  pubUaher),  tiiree  montha 

iork.  Wb«nftbeIUaBblBr«aieollccc«l 

revlaedand  corrected  it  throofihettC. 

not  bavbar  fiilleii  faito  Mr.  Boa. 

of  tbia  drcoBBataaoe,  which 


we  shall  in  vain  look  for  any  where  else,  would 
take  up  too  large  a  portion  of  my  book,  and 
would,  I  trust,  be  superfluous,  considering  how 
universallv  those  volumes  are  now  dissemi- 
nated.  Even  the  most  condensed  and  brilliant 
sentenoes  which  they  contain,  and  which  have 
very  properly  been  selected  under  the  name 
of  "Beactibs,*'*  are  of  considerable  bulk. 
But  I  may  shc^y  observe,  that  the  Rambler 
furnishes  such  an  assemblage  of  discourses  on 
practical  religion  and  moraiduty,  of  critical  in- 
vestigations, and  all^orical  and  oriental  tales, 
that  no  mind  can  m  thought  very  deficient 
that  has,  by  constant  study  and  meditation,  as- 
similated to  itself  all  that  may  be  found  tiiere. 
No.  7.,  written  in  Passion-week,  on  abstraction 
and  sdf-examination,  and  No.  110.,  on  peni- 
tence and  the  pkcability  of  the  Divine  Kature, 
cannot  be  too  often  read.  No.  54.,  on  the 
efiect  which  the  death  of  a  friend  should  have 
upon  us,  though  rather  too  dispiriting,  may  be 
occasionally  very  medicinal  to  the  mind.  Every 
one  must  suppose  the  writer  to  have  been 
deeply  impressed  by  a  real  scene ;  but  he  told 
me  that  was  not  the  case :  which  shows  how 
well  his  fancy  could  conduct  him  to  the  ^  house 
of  mourning.**  Some  of  these  more  solemn 
papers,  I  doubt  not,  particularly  attracted  the 
notice  of  Dr.  Young,  the  author  of  "The  Night 
Thoughts,**  of  whom  my  estimation  is  such,  as 
to  reckon  his  applause  an  honour  even  to 
Johnson.  I  have  seen  volumes  of  Dr.  Young*s 
copy  of  the  Rambler,  in  which  he  has  marked 
the  passages  which  he  thought  particularly 
excellent,  by  folding  down  the  comer  of  the 
page :  and  such  as  he  rated  in  a  simer-eminent 
degree,  are  marked  by  double  mlds.  I  am 
sorry  that  some  of  tiie  volumes  are  lost.  John- 
son was  pleased  when  told  of  tiie  minute 
attention  with  Which  Young  had  signified  his 

Tobatioo  of  his  eamys. 
will  venture  to  say,  that  in  no  writings 
whatever  can  be  found  more  bark  and  steel /or 
tke  mind,  if  I  may  use  the  expression ;  more 
that  can  brace  ana  invigorate  every  manly  and 
noble  sentiment.  No.  32.,  on  patience,  even 
under  extreme  misery,  is  wonderfully  lofty, 
and  as  much  above  the  rant  of  stoicism,  as  the 
sun  of  Revelation  is  l»ighter  than  the  twilight 
of  Pagan  philosophy.  I  never  read  the  Al- 
lowing sentence  without  feeling  my  frame 
thrill: — ^"I  think  there  is  soaoe  reason  for 
questioning  whether  the  body  and  mind  are 
not  so  proportioned,  that  the  one  can  bear  all 
which  can  be  inflicted  on  the  other ;  whether 
virtue  cannot  stand  its  ground  as  long  as  life. 


GkafaBen  la 


bat  latelf  bean  pdhited  oat  by  Mr.  Alemandar 
hh  edUkm  of  the  Britiah  Bsa^lata.^  liaLom. 

*  Dr.  Johaaon  waa  gratillad  bjr  Meiaff  tlrfa 
wrote  to  Mr.  Kaaralcy,  booka^Uer  fa  Fbat  fitieet, 
lowiMBotes— 

**  Ifr.  Johaaon  umda  oonqpUnMBla  to  Mr. 
benthofiit«arofieeiiif  bimaaaoooaaheaak  Mr. 
la  doalrad  to  briaff  with  btai  the 
with  tte 
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and  whether  a  soul  well  principled  will  not  be 
sooner  separated  than  subdued.** 

Though  instruction  be  the  predominant  pur- 
pose of  the  Rambler,  jet  it  is  enlivened  with  a 
considerable  portion  of  amusement.  Nothing 
can  be  more  erroneous  than  the  notion  which 
some  persons  have  entertained,  that  Johnson 
was  then  a  retired  author,  ignorant  of  the 
world;  and,  of  consequence,  that  he  wrote  on! j 
from  his  imagination,  when  he  described  cha- 
racters and  manners.  He  said  to  me  that, 
before  he  wrote  that  work,  he  had  been  '*  run- 
ning about  the  world,*'  as  he  expressed  it,  more 
Uian  almost  any  body ;  and  I  have  heard  him 
relate,  with  much  satisfaction,  that  several  of 
the  characters  in  the  Rambler  were  drawn  so 
naturally,  that  when  it  first  circulated  in  num- 
bers, a  club  in  one  of  the  towns  in  Essex  * 
imagined  themselves  to  be  severally  exhibited 
in  it,  and  were  much  incensed  against  a  person 
who,  thej  suspected,  had  thus  made  them  ob- 
jects of  public  notice ;  nor  were  they  quieted 
till  authentic  assurance  was  given  them,  that 
the  Rambler  was  written  bv  a  person  who  had 
never  heard  of  an^  one  of  tnem.  Some  of  the 
characters  are  believed  to  have  been  actually 
drawn  from  the  life  %  particularly  that  of  Pros- 
pero  [No.  200.],  from  Garrick ',  who  never 
entirely  forgave  its  pointed  satire.^ 

For  instances  of  fertility  of  fancy,  and  accu- 
rate description  of  real  life,  I  appeal  to  No. 
19.,  a  man  who  wanders  from  one  profession  to 
another,  with  most  plausible  reasons  for  every 
change:  No.  34.,  female  fastidiousness  and 
timorous  refinement :  No.  82.,  a  Virtuoso  who 
has  collected  curiosities  :  No.  88.,  petty  modes 
of  entertaining  a  company,  and  conciliating 
kindness:  No.  182.,fortune-huntinGr:  No.  194, 
195.^  a  tutor's  account  of  the  follies  of  his 
pupn  :  No.  197, 198.,  legacy-hunting.  He  has 
given  a  specimen  of  his  nice  observation  of  the 


*  Thli  inaedoCe  WM.  aecordhig  to  Mn.  Ploztl.  oommunl- 
catKl  tn  Johnaon  bjr  Mr.  Mtirphy.  but  (as  the  ladj  telU  It), 
with  dKails  which  uvour  morr  of  a  dnira  to  maka  a  good 
atorr  than  to  tHI  a  true  onc-CaoKaa. 

*  That  of  fSi'ltdut.  in  Ko.  M.,  from  Profr««or  Colton.  and 
that  of  KuphuM  in  the  lam^  paper,  which,  with  many  othrrt. 
wai  doubtieu  drawn  from  the  lile.  Kuphuet.  1  once  ihoufrht. 
mtjrht  hare  been  intended  to  represent  either  Lord  Chester- 
fleUl  or  Soaroa  Jenyns:  but  Mr.  Bindlrr.  with  more  pro- 
bability, thinka,  that  Ceorjce  Bubb  Doddincton.  who  was 
remarkable  for  the  bomelii)e»t  of  his  person,  and  the  finery  of 
his  drrts,  was  the  person  meant  under  that  churactrr  — 
SiALO«iB.  G«'llduf  was  certainly  not  meant  for  Professor 
Coisoo.  See  tmi^,  p.  27.  n.  3.  The  folly  of  such  gw^»%r$  at 
characters  is  forcibly  exemi'lifled  In  Mr.  Malone's  producing 
three  such  dlflirrmt  candidate*  for  that  of  Enphuea,  aa  Lord 
C'hrsterfleld,  Soama  Jenyns,  and  Bubb  Doddiogtoo  I  — • 
CB(«va. 

*  llaTing  jmc  Men  Oarrlck*!  generom  and  tuccefsftil  en- 
d^totirs  to  adtanoe  the  fame  and  improfa  the  fortunes  of 
his  friertd.  It  ware  melancholy  to  be  obiiaed,  by  the  conrur- 
rent  evidence  of  Bos  wail.  Murphy,  and  Mrs.  Ploi  si,  to  believe 
that  Johnson  meant  to  satirize  thai  amiable,  inoffrnslve,  and 
(to  him )  moat  fHendly  man,  whoae  profession,  as  well  as  his 
personal  freUnga,  rendered  him  peculiarly  sensitive  to  »uch 
atMt  ka.  Hawkins,  however,  who  seldom  missed  an  oppor- 
tunity of  displaying  Johnson's  (kults  or  frailties,  does  not. 
oven  when  eeosurlng  his  conduct  towards  Garrick.  allude  to 
this  offence.  (  See  L(ff.  p.  431 . )  And  in  truth  the  picture  has 
ISO  disUoctlee  resemblance  to  Garrick :  I  am  tbereforw  Inclined 
to  hope  and  bellave  that  the  biographer*  have  been  aa  much 
mistaken  In  their  appropriation  of  the  charartce  of  frotper; 
m  Ihajr  eaifslfily  vera m  to  thoaa  oT Em^m»  and  GtUdm.C, 


mere  external  appearances  of  life,  in  the  fol- 
lowing passage  in  No.  179.,  against  affectation, 
that  frequent  and  most  disgusting  quality  : — 
^*  He  that  stands  to  contemplate  the  crowds 
that  fill  the  streets  of  a  populous  city,  will  i><T 
many  passengers,  whose  air  and  motions  it  \\\\\ 
be  aimcult  to  behold  without  conteinnt  and 
laughter;  but  if  he  examine  what  are  the  ap- 
pearances that  thus  powerfully  excite  Li^ 
risibility,  he  will  find  among  them  nclth(>r 
poverty  nor  disease,  nor  an;|r  involuntary  or 
painful  defect.  The  disposition  to  d«'ri>Ion 
and  insult  is  awakened  by  the  soilness  of 
foppery,  the  swell  of  insolence,  the  livelin«>.s 
of  levity,  or  the  solemnity  of  grandeur;  by  the 
sprightly  trip,  the  stately  stalk,  the  fomnU 
strut,  and  the  lofty  mien;  oy gestures  inten(if<i 
to  catch  the  eye,  and  by  looks  elaborately 
formed  as  evidences  of  importance.**  ^ 

Every  page  of  the  Rambler  shows  a  mind 
teeming  with  classical  allusion  and  poetical 
imagery :  illustrations  from  other  write i*s  are, 
upon  all  occasions,  so  ready,  and  mingled  so 
easily  in  his  periods,  that  the  whole  appears  of 
one  uniform  vivid  texture. 

The  stvle  of  this  work  has  been  censured  hy 
some  shallow  critics  as  involved  and  turgid,  un*i 
abounding  with  antiquated  and  hard  words. 
So  ill-founded  is  the  first  part  of  this  objection, 
that  I  will  challenge  all  who  may  honour  thi< 
book  with  a  perusal,  to  point  out  any  Kngli'^h 
writer  whose  language  conveys  his  meaoin«r 
with  equal  force  and  perspicuity.^  It  niu>u 
indeed,  be  allowed,  that  the  structure  of  bi> 
senterces  is  expanded,  and  often  has  somewhat 
of  the  inversion  of  Latin ;  and  that  he  delii'hti'd 
to  express  familiar  thoughts  in  philosojthitAl 
language ;  being  in  this  the  reverse  of  SiKrat*-*, 
who,  it  is  said,  reduced  philosophy  to  the  sim- 
plicity of  common  life.  But  let  us  attend  (o 
what  he  himself  says  in  his  concluding  pftiH.-r : 


<  Mrs.  Plostl  saj-s,  **  Sophron  was  likewise  a  piftorr  dnrs 
from  realitjp.    The  man  immortalised  for  purrmc  I  ..'  <<^ 
was.  ns  he  told  me,  one  Busitjr,  a  proctor  in  th^  C>>n)>r     * 
He  who  bulked  so  iitg^nlously.  and  then  called  the  Ui  ■«  • '  > » 
drive  aaar  the  dog,  was  Uiher  to  Dr.  S.«itrr.  of  tbr  ( !  •  '  '* 
house.     He  who  sunir  a  song,  jnd  ivj  corrrspondent  io<  t      ' 
of  his  arm.  chalked  out  a  giant  on  the  wall,  wa* one  H  «>  ^'^i- 
son,  an  atlornej.**— All  these  are  rharacteri  alluded  cu  n  ' 
conclusion  of  the  IHMih  Hambier.  I>ut  so  sMghtIt  thst  it  ***"  • 
hardly  worth  while  to  Im^ul re  whether  the  htnU  wd  ' 
nished  bjr  obs«»rvntlonorui«rention.    As  to  the  •urr''-  ^^    ' 
of  tlie  eliter  Dr.  Salter,  it  could  hare  only  been.  a«  Mr  <  "   - 
mers  obsenred,  the  repetition  of  some  story  of  his  v>i  i' 
days  ;  for  he  was  70  years  of  age  before  he  became  ■  i»c<-  ^^ 
of  the  Iry  I^ne  Club.  •>  Causiaa. 

»  Mrs.  Pioial  sutea  that  "of  tbo  allecoHcal  !»•«<"  "^ 
the  Rambler,  Labour  and  Rest  ( No.  S& )  was  Jot .  *•  ■  • 
favourite:  but  Serotinus  (No.  ISft).  the  man  who  n-u'  • 
late  in  life  to  receive  honours  In  hia  native  rtnirtM  '  •• 
meets  with  morti6c«tton  Instead  of  respect,  was  con»  •ff'",,*^ 
him  as  a  maatarpicoa  in  the  aclanca  ot  Ufa  and  mauuei*-"' 
CaoKia.  , 

•  Yet  his  style  did  not   eaeape  Ibo  barmlcas  %hMfit  ^i 

I»leasiint  humour  :  for  the  ingenious  Bonnel  Thufn'i>n  r^^ 
Ished  a  mock  Rambler   in  the  Drury  Laaa  Jourtui.' 
BoawELL. 

And  »lr.  Murphy,  hi  coomentinf  on  thia  passagr.  <\»  *** 
the  witty  observmion  of  Dryden:  — "If  so  m«n«  (.►♦-••J 
words  are  poured  in  upon  w.  it  looks  aa  if  they  wrrv  iir->- .    3* 


not  to  assist  the  natlvaa,  but  to  cvmqt 
—  CnoKsa. 


."    i-tA-r- 


r 
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— "Wlieo  common  words  were  less  pleasing  to 
tbear,  or  lets  distinct  in  their  si^ification,  I 
bive  Uliarued  the  terms  of  phdosophy,  by 
tppljing  them  to  popular  ideas.**    And,  as  to 
tk  seciMtd  part  of  this  objection,  upon  a  late 
ORfd  reruion  of  the  work,  I  can  with  confi- 
dence n}',  that  it  is  amazing  how  few  of  those 
Tordi,  for  which  it  has  been  unjustly  charac- 
/  knst^  tre  actually  to  be  found  in  it ;  I  am 
'  nre.  Dot  the  proportion  of  one  to  each  paper.* 
'  Hu  idle  charge  has  been  echoed  from  one 
)  hiitUer  to  another,  who  hare  confounded  John- 
'  mi  Essajs  with  Johnson*8  Dictionary ;   and 
beaose  he  thought  it  right  in  a  lexicon  of  our 
I  iia^TQi^  to  collect  many  words  which  had  fallen 
I  ir.to  disQse,  but  were  supported  by  creat  au- 
tburlties,  it  has  been  imagined  that  alfof  these 
iii>e  been  interwoyen  into  his  own  compositions. 
Thi.  some  of  them  haye  been  adopted  by  him 
oanecessarily,  may,  perhaps,  be  allowed :   but, 
ia  gcpend,  they  are  evidently  an  advantage ; 
I  W  vithout  them  his  stately  ideas  would  be 
'  ciiaed  and  cramped.    "  He  that  thinks  with 
(XR  extent  than  another,  will  want  words  of 
itfjer  Dteaning.**    [Idler,  No.  70.]  •    He  once 
'^ji<i  me,  that  he  had  formed  his  style  upon  that 
•fSir  William  Temple,  and  upon  Chamber8*8 
^^npoaal  for  his  Dictionary.^  He  certainly  was 


'  Vr.  Bomirt  ml  evrlM  him  too  ter :  Johiiion*t  ttyle, 
■wcMlIf  ta  Ch«  Bambler,  U  frtquenUjr  turfld.  e*en  to  rUi- 
'  ' :  but  he  bai  been  lometimM  cravured  with  a  malicioui 
-^f^^,  vMdi  Botwoll  majr  be  excused  for  resenting ;  end 
'*^  vms  orteki  havo  treated  htm  with  ioconaiderate  In- 
?i  for  hMtanee.   The  Rer.  Dr.  Burrowea  (Fellow  of 

'  1'*  Calla«v.  Dublin,  and  afterward!  Dean  of  Cork),  in 
•• 'Ituf  «a  the  Stjio  of  Dr.  Johninn.  publiihed  in  the 
yy.  t-J.iiittof  the  TraoiactioDi  of  the  Rojal  Irish  Academy 


i  ^uea  laya.  thaC  he  has  rarelf  admitted  anj  word  not 
*-'^  )ftW  bjr  farmer  writers ;  but  where  are  we  to  i eek 
•  t  rtin  for  *  rtwmtcUatiom^  orbity,  voiant,  fatuitjf^  divari- 
'W  niMi'.  mnrciic,  mtintrarif^  emptreumatie^  papitio- 
^  '^•«t.'  sad  fmomerable  others  of  the  same  stamp,  which 
u*.«d  iQ  and  dt9frau  his  |»ages  ?~  for  *  oblmmd,  ditntptiom, 
*^'t  nrpambp^,'  all  ocrurring  In  the  thort  compass  of  a 
'  "^  to  the  Rambler? — or  for  *  errmation,  korti' 
'^■'fr  termtmaUm,  and  dteu9$atiom,'  within  a  few  pages  in 
*  ^*  ti  Browne  ?  TbcY  may  be  found,  perhaps,  in  the 
•*^»  «f  tsnuai  writers,  hot  they  make  no  part  of  the 
'  '-^  Nm^e.  They  are  the  Illegitimate  offtpring  of 
'T^V  W  rjaity."  It  is  wooderrul.  that,  instead  or  asking 
**^  tkme  wurds  were  to  be  found.  Dr.  Burrowes  did  not 
T*/^  (v^rrlng  to  Johnaoo's  own  i>ictIonary.  He  would 
**<  food  authortciea  for  almost  every  one  of  them  ; 
far  mrnteitmlimi,  Milton  and  Bacon  ;  for  vol/tntt 
■d  PhtUipa ;  for  /mtmitif,  Arhathnot ;  for  tuinine^ 
far  ■flmtfie  and  9mimtrarf,  Browne;  Xof  gertnina- 

,  „ on.    But  altboogh  these  authorities. 

Or.  Boirewes  might  have  found  In  the  Dictionary,  are 
* '  ^"«  answer  to  his  question,  let  It  be  also  obserred, 
-  ***?  ^  *•••  words  were  in  use  in  more  familiar 
<  .'^^^  Mmaim  chose  to  ouote,  and  that  the  m^ority 

fhmUlar  —  which  is  a  sulllcient 


•  • 


"*  tMC  the  CngUata  language  has  not  coiuldered  them  as 

^  ^  F«  Usa  vID  litthar  what's  begot  by  Sense.**—  Pope, 

.    •  ^  ■  a  fralsm  lo  tho  disguise  of  a  sophism.   "  He  that 
"^^  V  tk  man  extent  wUI,*^  no  doubt.  "  want  words  of  a 


bat  the  wordi  themsftwet  may  be  plain  and 

f^  •amber  of  ayllahles,  and  oro-rofantf/'/y  (if  one 

"^e*"  to  use  the  expression)  of  the  sound  of  a  word 

"'f  sM  much,  and  anay,  in  some  cates,  do  injury  to  the 

■'t    WhM  words  were  e»er  written  of  a  larger  mean- 

*  th^  Mlowiog.  which*  however,  are  the  most  simple 
''^itn  that  can  be  found :  —  "  Ood  said.  Lei  there 

'7*  mi  iker*^  wma  ligkll  *'    If  we  were  to  convert  the 

,**  '-)  B  fbe  Idler,  and  say.  that  *'  he  who  thinks  feebly. 

^'V^  words  to  cover  his  inanltr,**  wt*  ihould   be 

*  -•  tn«h.    Bat  It  must  he  admitted  (as  Mr.  Bosweil 
I)  that  Johnson  (though  he,  in  some  of  his 


mistaken ;  or  if  he  imagined  at  first  that  he  was 
imitating;  Temple,  he  was  very  unsuccessful*^; 
for  nothing  can  be  more  unlike  than  the  simpli- 
city of  Temple,  and  the  richness  of  Johnson. 
Their  styles  differ  as  plain  cloth  and  brocade. 
Temple,  indeed,  seems  equally  erroneous  in 
supposing  that  he  himself  had  formed  his  style 
upon  Sandys*syiew  of  the  State  of  Religion  in 
the  Western  Parts  of  the  World. 

The  style  of  Johnson  was,  undoubtedly,  much 
formed  upon  that  of  the  great  writers  in  the 
last  century,  Hooker,  Bacon,  Sanderson,  Hake- 
will,  and  others;  those  **  Giants,**  as  they  were 
well  characterised  by  a  great  Personaoe^ 
whose  authority,  were  I  to  name  him,  would 
stamp  a  reverence  on  the  opinion.^ 

We  may,  with  the  utmost  propriety,  apply  to 
his  learned  style  that  passage  of  Horace,  apart 
of  which  he  nas  taken  as  the  motto  to  his 
Dictionary :  — 

"  don  ttUndit  ttnimum  eenMoris  §mmei  honegti ; 
AudMi  qtueeumque  pariLm  fpUndorit  habeimnt, 
Et  tine  pondere  erunt^  et  honore  indijfna  fereutur. 
Verba  movere  2oco,  qvamvie  invito  recedant, 
Et  versentur  (xdhue  intra  penetralia  Veetm, 
Obscurata  diu  populo  bonue  eruet,  atque 
Proferet  in  lucem  tpeciosa  voeabuia  rerum^ 
QiuK  priteit  memorata  CcUonibut  atque  Cethegitf 


works,  pushed  his  pecullarltiet  to  an  ahaurd  extent)  has 
been,  on  the  whole,  a  benefnct  r  to  our  language ;  he  has 
introduced  more  dignity  into  our  style,  more  regularity  into 
our  grammatical  construction,  and  given  a  fuller  and  mure 
sonorous  sound  to  the  march  of  our  sentences  and  the 
cadence  of  our  periods.  See  his  own  claims  on  this  point 
stated  with  a  kind  of  modest  pride.  In  the  last  Rambler.— 
Cao&CK. 

*  Chambers's  Proposal  for  a  second  edition  of  his  Diction- 
ary, was  proitably  In  circulation  when  Johnson  flrst  came  to 
London. — M  aloni. 

*  See  under  April  9.  1778  ;  where,  in  a  conversation  at  Sir 
Joshua  Reynolds's,  Johnson  himself  mentions  the  particular 
improvements  which  Temple  made  in  the  English  style.  — 

MALONt. 

*  Here  Is  an  Instance  of  the  dtiBcalty  of  explaining,  after 
a  lapse  of  time,  circumitances  once  of  grrat  notoriety  My 
learned  and  excellent  friend  BUhop  Eirington  desired  me 
to  "  state  that  this  Great  Personage  was  his  late  majesty, 
George  HI.  Everv  one  knows  it  now,  but  who  will  know  It 
fifty  years  hence  ?  **  'I'here  Is  no  doubt  of  the  fact,  that  when 
on  some  occasion  the  great  divines  of  the  eighteenth  ceniurv 
were  mentioned  in  the  king's  presence,  his  m<Opsty  saio, 
"  Yeg  —  there  were  Oiants  tn  those  dnyt**  —  in  allunion  to 
Genesis,  vL  4.  But  all  my  inquiries  (and  some  of  his  majesty's 
illustrious  family  have  condescended  to  permit  these  inquiries 
to  extend  even  to  them;  have  failed  to  ascertain  to  what  per- 
son or  on  what  occasion  tiiat  happy  expression  was  uted. 
Boswell,  in  his  flrst  edition,  attributed  this  anecdote  to  "  one 
whose  authority, &c.:"  in  his  subseoueiit  editions  he  changed 
'*  one"  into  **  a  oabat  fRasoNAOB.'' —  CaoKia. 

*  Hawkins  says,  "  Hooker  he  admired  for  his  logical 
precision,  Sanderson  for  his  acuteness,  and  Taylor  for  his 
amasmg  erudition;  Sir  Thomas  Browne  for  his  penetra- 
tion, and  Covley  for  the  ease  and  onalTected  structure  of  his 

eeriods.  The  tinsel  of  Sprat  disgusted  him,  and  he  could 
ut  Just  endure  the  smooth  verbosity  of  TiUotson.  Ham- 
mond and  Borrow  he  thought  Involved  ;  and  of  the  latter, 
that  he  was  unnecessarily  prolix." 

I  have  thought  it  right  to  repeat  the  foregoing,  at  the  evi- 
dence of  an  eye-witness  to  Johnson's  courte  of  reading ; 
though  it  may  be  well  doubted  whether  Sir  J.  Hawkins  has 
preserved  exactly  the  characteristic  qualities  which  he  at- 
triituted  to  these  illustrious  men.  It  is  not  eaiy  to  conceive 
how  the  erudition  of  Taylor  or  the  penetration  of  Browne 
could  have  improved  Johnson's  style;  nor  is  it  likely  that 
Johnson  woulci  have  celebrated  tne  eloquent  and  subtile 
Taylor  for  erudition  alone,  or  the  pious  and  learned  Browne 
for  meni  penetration.  Johnson's  friend,  Mr.  Filzherbert, 
said  (see  post,  April  8.  177A),  that  **  It  was  not  every  man 
who  could  carry  a  ban  mot ;  "  certainly  Hawkins  was  not  a 
man  likely  tn  convey  adequately  Dr.  Johnson's  critical  opinion 
of  Jeremy  Taylor.  — >  CaoRBS. 
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Mme  tUms  imformh  prtmit  et  deteria  pthuioM: 
AdacUett  mma,  qum  gemiior  produjterii  mnu  : 
VtktmtMM,  d  Hquidma,  puroqut  gtmiLimns  awmi, 
FundU  optM  LaiUumqu*  beabit  divile  HngudJ* 

EptsL  lib.  ii.  ep.  2.' 

To  fo  great  a  master  of  thinking,  to  one  of 
such  vast  and  varioua  knowledge  as  Jc^inson, 
might  have  been  allowed  a  liberal  indnlgence 
of  that  licence  which  Horace  claims  in  another 
pboe; — 

•*  Si/cTti  mgeum  ett 

Fimgert  emU^di*  nom  exumdUa  CetktfU 
Comtim^l  dtUfUmrqug  lietntia  ammpia  ptuhttUr  : 
Et  nmmjletaqwi  nmper  hobdnaU  mrba  fidtm,  n 
GracofonU  eadatU,  parti  detorUu      Quid  autem 
Ctteilio  Plautoque  dabit  BomanuSf'  adtmpium 
yiiyiiio  FarioQue  9     Ego  eur,  aeqmirere  pauea 
Si  pottUMit  tMvidtor  ;  eitm  linj^ua  CaUmia  et  Bnmt 
Sermomem  patrimm  ditaperit,  et  nova  rerum 
Nomina  protuUrit  9     Licuit,  umporqme  licdrit 
Sij/mUmm  prmtenU  nold  prodmcere  nomen.** 

Dc  Arte  Poet.* 

Yet  Johnson  assured  mc,  that  he  had  not 
taken  upon  him  to  add  more  than  four  or  five 
words  to  the  Engliih  language,  of  his  own  form- 
ation ;  and  he  was  very  much  ofiended  at  the 
penend  licence,  by  no  means  "modestly  taken" 
m  his  time,  not  only  to  coin  new  words,  but  to 
use  many  words  in  senses  quite  different  from 
their  established  meaning,  and  those  frequently 
rery  fantastical. 

Sir  Thomas  Browne,  whose  Life  Johnson 
wrote,  was  remarkably  fond  of  Anglo-Latin 
diction  i  and  to  his  example  we  are  to  ascribe 
Johnson*s  sometimes  indulging  himself  in  this 
kind  of  phraseology.^  Jobnson*B  compre- 
hension of  mind  was  the  mould  for  his  language. 
Had  bis  conceptions  been  narrower,  his  ex- 

Ercssion  would  have  been  easier.  His  sentences 
ave  a  dignified  march ;  and  it  is  certain  that 
his  example  has  given  a  general  elevation  to 
the  Ian j^a«re  of  nis  country,  for  many  of  our 
best  wnters  have  approached  very  near  to  him; 


*  [*•  But  how  terrrrif  with  themtrlTn  pnicrctl 

The*  mm.  who  wrote  tuch  verte  m  we  can  read ! 

Their  own  »trict  judget .  not  a  wonl  they  tpare 

That  wantf  or  lorcr,  ur  hfrht,  or  weight,  or  care, 

Howe'er  un«ilhnglf  it  quit*  Us  place  — 

Nar.  though  at  court  (p<*rhai>«'  it  may  And  grace  — 

Such  they'll  dettra^ie  ;  tind  »nm(  timet,  to  its  stead. 

In  downright  riMrity  revive  the  dead  ; 

Mark  where  a  tx>ld  expre«sire  phrase  appears. 

Bright  through  the  rubbish  of  some  hundred  years ; 

Command  old  words  t*iat  long  have  slept  to  wnke, 

Words  that  wise  Bacon  or  brave  HalHgh  spake ; 

Or  bid  the  new  be  Kngllsh,  agrs  henre. 

(For  Use  will  father  what's  begot  by  Senae ;) 

Pour  the  full  tide  of  eloquence  along. 

Serenely  pure,  and  yet  dlvhielr  strnng , 

BIch  wtlli  the  trsaaurea  of  cacb  forel^  tongue." 

Port.] 

*  V*  Words  Bust  be  choeen  and  be  placed  with  skill : 

You  gain  your  p*>int.  when,  by  the  nobU  art 

Of  good  connection,  an  unusual  word 

Is  made  at  Hrit  f«mili  ir  to  the  ear  : 

But  tf  you  write  of  thing*  abstruse  or 

Some  of  your  own  intenttiig  may  tw 

So  It  be  seldom  and  discreetly  dune  i 

But  he  that  hopes  to  have  new  wurdi  allow'd. 

Must  so  derive  ih«-m  (nxn  Uii*  Creiiui  »priug. 

As  they  may  serm  to  Sow  «UhiMii  (uoalraiut. 

Caa  an  impartial  reader  dUcommrod 


and,  from  the  influence  which  he  has  had  upon 
our  composition,  scarcely  any  thing  is  writt4.'n 
now  that  is  not  better  expressed  than  was  usual 
before  he  appeared  to  lead  the  national  taste. 

This  circumstance,  the  truth  of  which  must 
strike  eyerj  critical  reader,  has  been  so  happily 
enforced  by  Mr.  Courtenay,  in  his  **  Moral  and 
Literary  Character  of  Dr.  Johnson,**  that  I 
cannot  prevail  on  myself  to  withhold  it,  not- 
withstanding his,  perhaps,  too  great  partiality 
for  one  of  his  friends :  — 


By  natnreVi  gifts  «mlain*d  mankind  to  rule, 
He,  like  a  Titian^  form'd  liia  brilliant  lehool ; 
And  taught  congenial  spirits  to  excel. 
While  from  bis  lip«  imprettire  wisdom  fell. 
Our  boasted  GoLDncirH  felt  the  sovereign  sway: 
From  him  derived  the  sweet,  yet  nervous  lay. 
To  Fame's  proud  cliff  be  bade  our  Raffaelle  rise: 
Hence  Rxtiiolos'  pen  with   RariroLna*  penefl 

Ties. 
With  Johnson's  flame  melodious  Bunxxr  glows, 
While  the  grand  strain  in  smoother  cadence  flows. 
And  you,  Malonc,  to  critic  learning  dear, 
Correct  and  degant,  refined  though  clear, 
By  studying  him,  acquired  tint  classic  taste, 
Which  high   in   Shakspeare's   fiuie    thy  statue 

placed. 
Near  Johnson  Stiivbns  stands  on  acenie  ground. 
Acute,  laboriotis,  fertile,  and  profound. 
Ingenious  Uawkssworth  to  this  ach<x>l  we  owe. 
And  scarce  the  pupil  from  the  tutor  know. 
Here  early  parts  accomplish*d  Jon  as  sublimes, 
And  science  blend*  with  Asia's  lofty  rhymes: 
Harmonious  Joy  as  1  who  in  his  splendid  straim 
Sings  Carodeo*s  sports,  on  Agrn'a  flowery  piainv   ^ 
In  Hindu  fictions  while  we  fondly  trace 
Love  and  the  Mu^ea.  deck*d  with  Attic  grace. 
Amid  these  nameican  Boswcll  be  forgot. 
Scarce  by  North  liritons  now  eateem'd  a  Scot?* 
Who,  to  the  sage  devoted  from  his  youth. 
Imbibed  from  him  the  sacred  love  of  truth ; 
'ilie  keen  research,  the  exercise  of  mind. 
And  that  beat  art,  the  art  to  know  nutnkind.  — 
Nor  was  his  energy  confined  alone 
To  friends  around  his  philosophic  throne ; 


In  Varia*  or  in  VirvH,  what  he  likes 

In  Platitiis  or  t'arrlliut?    Why  ahotjld  I 

Bp  entl<^  for  lb**  little  I  loTntt, 

Whm  Knnius  and  Tato's  copious  style 

Ilara  lo  enrkli'd  and  to  adom*d  our  tongue  Y 

M<*n  ever  bad,  and  rrer  « ill  have,  leave 

To  coUi  new  words  weU  auited  to  the  aae."* 

HoscoaMon  1 

*  The  obierration  of  his  bavlnir  Imitated  Sir  Tb***a« 
Browne  hai  been  madp  hj  manjr  people  ;  and  lat)>t«  ;  )•»* 
been  IniUted  on.  and  illuatrat(><<  b«  a  varletv  oi  i|«i  •'  xt  *  • 
from  Browne,  in  one  of  the  popular  Ksaayt  [c«ll«d  "  M  m*  •  . 
ErmtnfiM"]  written  by  the  Her.  Mr.  Kno^,  maatrr  or  •  >io- 
bridice-tchool,  whom  i  have  act  down  in  mv  llai  «•  rM> 
those  who  have  •ometlme*  not  uoauooeaa fully  tmUairO  Vx 
Juhnton'i  ttjrle.  •»  Kokwbix. 

4  The  follow  inir  obtervatton  In  Mr.  Boeveira  **  J«i«t«^<i  • «' 
sTrnir  to  the  H eb ride*  "  may  ftitflrtentl|'   aerount   f>*r   i.  .t 
genilrman*!  beinic  "  now  scarrrljr  eaieetned  a  9cot  **  b«  n 
of  hit  rountrt  men:  _"  If  he  (Dr.  Jolt  naon)  waft  par  !•    I*'  <i 

firrjudiced  aga  ntt  the  Srott,  it  waa  l>er«ua«  they  «••••• 
n   hit  way  ;  because  be  ihouirht  their  aurrvta  i'^  I    &        i 
rathfr  exceeded  Itie  due  pro|iortloo  of  their  rwal  tn>-ti         J 
hersuse  he  cou  d  noc  Imt  see  In  thiin  that  nation*  <:f  «)   ■ 
I  brl.eve.  no  llberaUmlnded    !k^rhnrtan    wtll  dn*     '      Mr 
Bofwell.  Iml-ed.  is  sn  free  fmm  nation*!  pre|udu . '»,  ihjt  b^ 

might  with  equd  propriety  have  bueii  <le«crihed  a* 

Scarce  by  Stmik  Britons  now  aaKavBi'd  a  Scnr 

-.  Cocamav. 
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M»  imfimtnet  wide  improved  our  letUr'd  isle, 
Amdhtad  viffomr  wtark^d  the  general  etyk  : 
As  NU«*B  proud  waves,  swoln  from  their  ooiy  bed. 
First    o'er    the  neighbouring   meads    majestic 


TQiy  gatbtring  force,  they  more  and  more  expand. 
And  with  new  virtue  fertilise  the  land.** 

Johnson's  language,  buwever,  must  be 
allowed  to  be  too  masculine  for  the  delicate 
gentleness  of  female  vrriting.  Hb  ladie^  there- 
fore, seem  strangely  formal^  even  to  ridicule; 
iod  are  well  denominated  by  the  names  which 
be  has  given  them,  as  Alii<ella,  2kaima»  Fro- 
pe^antu^  Rhododia.' 

It  has  of  late  been  the  fashion  to  compare 
the  s^le  of  Addison  and  Johnson,  and  to  de- 
preeiaie^  I  think  very  unjustly,  the  style  of 
AddMon  aa  nerreless  and  feeble,  because  it  has 
not  the  strength  and  enei^  of  that  of  Johnson. 
That  prose  may  be  balanced  like  the  poetry  of 
]>ryden  and  Pope.  Both  are  excellent,  thoudi 
in  dlfierent  ways.  Addison  writes  with  the 
ease  of  a  gentleman.  His  readers  fancy  that  a 
and  accomplished  companion  is  talking  to 
so  ti^t  he  insinuates  his  sentiments  and 
into  their  minds  by  an  imperceptible  in- 
flaeaoe.  Johnson  writes  like  a  teacner.  He 
dictates  to  hii  readers  as  if  from  an  academical 
diair.  They  attend  with  awe  and  admiration; 
and  his  precepts  are  impressed  upon  them  by 
his  ffFTpwioTidkig  eloquence.  Addison*s  style, 
Qke  a  lisht  wine,  {leases  erery  body  from  the 
fir^  Johnson's,  like  a  liquor  of  more  body, 
seems  too  strong  at  first-,  but,  by  degrees,  is 
highlj  relished;  and  such  is  the  melody  of  his 
periods,  so  mudi  do  they  captivate  the  ear,  and 
seixe  upon  the  attention,  that  there  b  scarcely 
any  writer,  however  inconsiderable,  who  does 
not  aim,  in  some  degree,  at  the  same  species  of 
excellence.  But  let  us  not  ungratefully  under- 


I 


<  Vr.  Borke  said  pleaMoUy.  th^t    *'  his  ladin  were  all 

Mr.  Murphy  {Life,  p.  199.)  jOM^t 

cloture  OB  the  letter  in  the   12th 

from  a  Toonf  woman  that  wanti  a  place  :  yet  — 

_  la  the  nnorrtaiBty  of  criticiana — thia  ti  the  paper  Quoted 

5  Mr.  ChaUmara,  aa  an  example  of  auch  rase  and  familiarity 
ttyle.  wbich  made  htm  almost  doubt  whether  It  wai  Joha- 
■oa'a.     Brii    Esm.  vol .  xlx.  p.  44 .  —  CaoK  ek. 

s  Wlwre  did  Mr.  Bocwell  difcorer  thia,  except  in  Sir  J. 
BxvUoa.  wbo  isp  (p.  270.).  with  more  than  usual  absurdltr 
and  Iwd  taate,  **  I  find  an  opinion  gaining  ground,  not  much 
tD  dw  advaiftage  of  Mr.  Aodison's  style,  the  characteristics 
i/ vhirb  are  r««bleiieas  and  inantty—  I  speak  of  ikai  olene, 
far  hJa  intl«iiiiH  are  excellent  and  bis  humour  exquisite." 
WiMK  the  worthy  knight  meant  by  man' ^.  as  applied  to 

fldi1isn«'i  aigie,  la  not  worth  toqulriog CaoBxa. 

*  Gihbao  aaya,  **  By  th«  Judicious  advice  of  Mr.  Mallet.  I 
«m  diffwetad  ta  the  wrttings  of  Swifl  and  .%ddison :  wit  and 
are  their  eomaon  attrlbntea,  but  the  style  of  Swllt 
by  naaalv  original  vigour  $  that  of  Addison  Is 
the  frmala  graoca  of  elegance  and  mildDess.** 
Tec  bfa  ovB  ovar-omace  and  ooaplicated  style  ta  the  very 
of  what  ha  praises  in  Swift  and  Addison.  ~C*OES«. 
Jobnaon  showed  me  a  proof  sheet  of  the  character 
,  ta  which  ha  so  highly  extab  his  style,  1  could  not 
:,  that  it  had  not  been  his  own  model,  as  no  two 
flbr  more  from  each  other.   **  Sir,  Addison  had 

I  have  mlae."    Whan  I  ventured  to  ask  him, 

the  diaferaoca  did  not  consist  in  this,  that  Addiaon's 

^te  waa  foil  of  idloma,  colloquial  phrases,  and  nrovertM ; 
m^  hia  awn  mora  Mrletlr  grammatical,  and  free  nwn  such 
[y  aod  modaa  of  speacb  as  can  never  ha  literally 
or  uadarsCood  bv  foraigners  (  he  allowed  the  dis- 
ji  Id  ba  jaac.  Lat  ai^y  one  who  doubts  It,  try  to 
one  of  AddiiOD*!  Spactators  hite  Latin,  Freseh,  or 


ofA^ 

«jl- 


value  that  beautiful  style,  which  has  pleasingly 
conveyed  to  us  much  instruction  and  enter- 
tainment.' Though  comparatively  weak, 
Imposed  to  Johnson's  Herculean  vigour,  let  us 
not  call  it  positively  feeble.  Let  us  remember 
the  character  of  his  style,  as  given  by  Johnson 
himself:  *'What  he  attempt^  he  performed; 
he  is  never  feeble^  and  he  did  not  wish  to  be 
enei^tic;  he  is  never  rapid,  and  he  never 
stagnates.  His  sentences  have  neither  studied 
amplitude,  nor  affected  brevity:  his  periods, 
though  not  diligently  rounded,  are  voluble  and 
easy.^  Whoever  wishes  to  attain  an  English 
style,  familiar,  but  not  coarse,  and  elegant,  b^iC 
not  ostentatious,  must  give  his  days  and  nights 
to  the  volumes  of  Addison."  ^ 

Though  the  Rambler  was  not  concluded  till 
the  year  1752,  I  shall,  under  this  year,  sav  all 
that  I  have  to  observe  upon  it.  Some  of  the 
translations  of  the  mottos  by  himself,  are  admir- 
ably done.  He  acknowledges  to  have  received 
^'elegant  translations  **  of  many  of  them  from 
Mr.  James  Elphinston;  and  some  are  very 
happily  translated  by  a  Mr.  F.  Lewis,  of  whom 
I  never  heard  more,  except  that  Johnson  thus 
described  him  to  Mr.  Malone:  **Sir,  he  lived 
in  London,  and  hung  loose  upon  society.*'^ 
The  concluding  paper  of  his  Rambler  is  at  once 
dignified  and  pathetic  I  cannot,  however,  but 
wish,  that  he  had  not  ended  it  with  an  unne- 
cessary Greek  verse,  translated  also ''  into  an 
English  couplet. 

''Celestial  powers  1  that  piety  regard. 
From  you  my  labours  wait  their  bat  reward.*^ 

It  is  too  much  like  the  conceit  of  those  dra- 
matic poets,  who  used  to  conclude  each  act 
with  a  rhyme;  and  the  expression  in  the  first 


Italian ;  and  though  so  easy,  familiar,  and  elegant,  to  an 
Englishman,  as  to  give  the  intellect  no  trouble ;  yet  he  would 
And  the  transfusion  into  another  language  extremely  difficult, 
if  not  impossible.  But  a  Rambler,  Adventurer,  or  Idler  of 
Johnson,  would  fall  Into  any  classical  or  Burnpean  language. 
as  easily  as  If  it  had  been  originally  conceived  in  it.~ 

BCRNBY. 

*  I  shall  probably,  in  another  work,  maintain  the  merit  of 
Addison's  poetrv,  which  h^is  been  very  unjustly  depreciated. 
—  BoswBLL.  Mr.  Bosweli  never,  that  I  know  of,  executed 
this  intention —  CaoxEa. 

*  In  the  GfntUm€Uti  Magazfne  tat  October.  I75S,  p.  468., 
ha  is  styled  "  the  Rev.  Francis  Lewis,  of  Chiswick.''  The 
late  Lord  Mncartnoy,  while  he  resided  at  Chiswick,  at  my 
request,  made  some  Inquiry  concerning  him  at  that  place, bat 
no  intelligence  was  obtained.  The  translations  supplied  by 
Mr.  Elphinston  to  the  first  thirty  numbers  of  the  Rambler 
were  publishnd  In  the  GentUmaifi  Magazine  for  September, 

1750 Maloni.    I'hose  of  the  next  iweuty-seven  numbers, 

marked  with  the  initials  of  the  translators,  are  to  be  found  in 
the  same  magaxlne  for  October,  179'i,  with  two  admirable 
Improvements  by  Johnson  himself  of  the  former  translation 
of  the  mottus  to  Nos.  7.  and  12.,  tlie  first  of  which  Is 
already  quoted,  anti^  p.  39.  As  to  Mr.  Francis  Lewis,  I  am 
afraid  that  ha  did  "  hang  wry  loose  on  society."  A  person 
of  those  namea,  and  I  have  no  doubt  the  same,  was  bom  in 
Hereford  in  171ft,  graduated  at  Ch.  Ch.  Oxford  in  1740,  and 
was.  soon  after,  admitted  priest-vicar  of  the  Cathedral  and 
College  of  Hereford.  Here  his  conduct  was  very  Irregular, 
and  In  17&1,  being  burser  of  the  College,  he  absconded  with  a 
large  balance ;  for  this  be  was  deprived  and  expelled  ;  and 
then,  no  doubt,  came  to  live  by  hii  wits  in  Loudon.— 
CaoKBB,  1S46. 

7  Not  in  tha  origtaal  ediUon,  in  folio.  —  BIalonb. 
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time  fmt  from  being  easy*,  hi*  humane  and 
dbaritable  diaposition  waa  constantlj  exerting 
itaelf.  Mra.  Anna  Wniiama,  daughter  of  a  very 
ingenioaa  Webh  phyaician,  and  a  woman  of 
more  than  ordinary  talents  and  Itteratare, 
having  come  to  London  in  hopes  of  being  cored 
of  a  cataract  in  both  her  eyes,  which  afterwards 
ended  in  total  blindness,  was  kindly  received 
as  a  constant  Tisiter  at  lib  house  while  Mrs. 
Johnson  lived;  and,  ailer  her  death,  having 
come  under  hia  roof  in  order  to  have  an  operar 
tion  upon  her  eyes  performed  with  more  com* 
fort  to  her  than  in  lodgings,  she  had  an  apart- 
ment from  him  during  the  rest  of  her  liie,  at 
all  times  when  he  had  a  house.* 


[r.  Prior,  who.  la  prvpwIiiK  hit  Ufe  of  OoUnnttl.  had 

to  ti»«  puHTi  of  Ne«b<>r]r,   Um  booktrller,  toaai 

aereral  iiotei  or  Johnson't,  «t  thii  period,  tolicitlnf  ftnall 
,  of  Mtr  nd  lw#  gumem.  In  ITSe  and  1760  Johmoa 
i  In  Nowbary  two  note*  of  haod  for  4ai.  and  3M.  I  pre- 
auiii#  for  advanon  on  account  of  the  **  I^ltr.**  Mr.  Prior 
Iband  alM  the  oriclnal  itatement  of  ;ha  acooant  betwaea  hia 
and  JohaaoB  for  tha  Jltffer»  whaa  eoUectad  into  Yoturaaa. 
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•  Befofv  tba  oalamlty  of  toul  depriratiaa  of  siffht  befell 
Mrs.  Williami,  she,  with  the  auUtanre  of  her  father,  had 
acouired  a  knowledge  of  the  French  and  Italian  languaRea, 
and  had  made  great  haprorements  In  literature,  which,  to- 
gether with  tha  exerdae  of  her  needle,  at  which  she  was  very 
dekterous.  as  well  alter  the  los«  of  her  sight  as  before,  eon. 
tributed  to  support  her  under  her  aiBirtlon,  till  a  time  when 
It  was  thought  by  her  friends  that  relief  might  be  obtained 
fhna  the  hand  of  aa  operating  surgeon.  At  the  request  of 
Dr  Johnson,  I  went  with  her  to  a  (nend  of  mine,  Mr.Samuel 
Sharp,  senior  surgeon  of  Ouy's  Hospital,  who  before  had 
given  ine  to  understand  that  he  would  couch  her  gratis  If  the 
cai«ra4i  waa  ripe ;  but  upon  making  the  experimeot  It  was 
fouml  oiherwiie.  and  that  the  rrritalline  humour  was  not 
sutficlentljr  lnspissati>d  for  the  needle  to  take  ttktt.  She  had 
been  almost  a  constant  companion  of  Mrs.  Johnson  for  some 
time  before  her  decease,  but  had  never  resided  in  the  house  ; 
afterwards,  for  the  convenience  of  perfof  ming  the  Intended 
operation.  Johnson  took  her  home ;  and,  upon  tl»e  failure  of 
that,  kept  her  as  the  partner  of  hisdwriUog  till  be  removed 
Into  chambers.  Afterward,  in  ITGC,  upon  his  taking  a  house 
in  Joiins'in's  Court,  in  Fleet  Street,  he  Inriied  her  thither, 
aud  in  that,  and  his  last  house,  in  Bolt  Court,  she  succ«^- 
•ively  d»eit  for  the  remainder  of  her  life.  The  loss  of  her 
ilgbt  made  but  a  small  abatement  of  her  cheerfulness,  and 
was  scarce  any  intemipckm  of  her  studies.  With  the 
assistance  of  two  Irmaie  friends,  she  translated  from  the 
French  of  I*^re  La  Bletrie  **  the  Lifa  ol  the  Kmp«>ror  Julian," 
and.  in  176b  she  publiihcd,  by  subscription,  a  quarto  volunw 
of  Mi»<-<*IUnies,  In  prose  and  verse,  and  thereby  increased  her 
litiie  iuuil  to  three  hundred  poun<ls.  «hich.  being  prudently 
Invested.  y\  Ided  an  Income  that,  under  such  protection  as 
she  e«perienr«d  ttom  Dr.  Johnson,  was  sulBcteut  for  her 
•ui»p<irt.  Jiha  was  a  woman  of  an  enttghteoed  undersunding; 
plH<n,  at  it  is  calletl.  In  her  person,  and  easily  provoked  to 
anger,  but  possessing,  nevertheless,  some  excellent  moral 
qualitii^t,  among  wblcn  im>  one  was  more  conspicuous  thiui 
bar  ilmlre  to  proiaola  tba  welfare  and  b4pi>inasa  of  others, 
aad  of  this  she  gaea  a  tigaal  proof,  by  hrr  solicituile  in  fovour 
of  aa  institution  for  tba  nwlatcnance  an«l  education  of  poor 
dasprted  females  in  the  pariah  of  St.  bepulchre,  IxiodoQ.  sup. 
aorted  by  tba  voluntary  contrllwtkMia  of  ladies ;  aud,  as  the 
fboodattoo-stooa  of  a  fund  for  its  future  sutisistence,  she  be< 
fuaathed  to  It  tbe  whole  o(  the  little  which  she  had  been  able 
lo  accumulate.  To  the  endowmcnu  aad  qualities  here 
•aeribad  to  bar,  mar  be  added  a  larger  share  of  experiaieotal 
pvwdaoea  than  is  ilie  lot  of  most  of  her  sex.  Johaaoo,  in  many 
•xtgeiicos,  found  ber  an  a(>i«>  counsellur.  and  seloom  showed 
kla  wisdom  mors  than  when  he  hearkened  to  bar  advioe.  In 
ratam.  she  reeelved  from  his  coaversattoo  tba  adeantagaa  of 
ralifloas  aad  moral  ImprovaaMal,  »bkb  aM  caltivatad  aa^aa 


CIIAPTER  X. 
1752—1753. 

JVoyrtM  of  tA«  Dictionary.  —  Co»eh$iom  of  ti 
RamhUr.  -^  DaoCA  of  Mn.  Johmaam.  —  Prayer  t 
UhU  Occatiom.—  imeriptiam, — Epitaph. — Frame 
Barber.  —  Jidbert  JLwett.  —  Sir  Jotkrna  Reynold 
^-  Bennei  Lanftom.  —  Topham  Beaneierk.  . 
JoknaotCt  Short  im  **  Tkt  AdreuUrtr.* 

Iv  1752  Johnson  was  almost  entirely  occupie 
with  his  Dictionarjr*  The  last  paper  of  k 
Bambler  was  published  March  2.'  this  yesi 


la  a  graaC  maasiiia  to  laoolh  tho  comUtntlonal  asperttr 
bar  temper.    When  tbeaa  partlrulan  are  kaown.  tliti  ln( 
macy.  which  began  with  compasskm,  and  temlDAted  in 
friendship  that  iubaiatcd  till  death  dlaaolvadlt,  will  bt  east 
aeenuated  for.  —  If eirMna,  p.  SSS. 

Mr«.WUlkuBB  was  a  oerson  estreaiely  Interesting.  Shf  hi 
naeommoo  llrmneas  or  mind,  a  boimdlass  curiositjr.  rrtmtii 
Biemory,  aad  strong  Judgment.    Kha  had  various  powers 
pleasing.    Her  personal  afllletloni  and  slender  fortxio*  »i 
seemed  to  forget,  whan  she  had  tho  power  of  doing  aa  art 
kindness:  she  was  social,  cheerful,  aod  active,  lo  a  ostr 
body  that  was  truly  deplorable.    Her  regard  to  Dr.  JoIiok 
waa  fomrnd  with  each  alrength  of  lodgment  aad  Arm  estr« 


that  ber  voice  never  healtatod  whan  aha  repeated  hb  maxin 
or  recited  his  good  deeds ;  thourh  apoo  many  other  oocssla 
her  want  of  sight  lad  her  to  auika  ao  aaurh  uaa  of  her  «ar. 
to  aflbct  bar  speach.  Mrs.  WUUama  waa  blind  before  ibe  « 
acquainted  with  Dr.  Johnson.  She  had  many  rcMHirrr 
thoagh  nooa  very  great.  With  Iha  Mias  Wllkhisoos  il 
flaaeral^  passed  a  part  of  the  year,  aad  racdved  from  the 
prcsenta,  and  from  the  first  who  died,  a  legacy  of  clotbn  aj 
money.  The  last  of  them.  Mrs.  Jaaa,  left  her  an  annu 
rant ;  but  from  the  Mundcring  maaaer  of  the  will.  I  fear  si 
never  reaped  the  benefit  of  It.  Tbe  lady  left  moo«7  ti«  r** 
a  hospital  for  ancient  maid* :  but  the  number  she  h*rl  «!:■<'* 
being  too  great  for  the  donation,  tho  Doctor  ( Johutnn  •  »ti 
it  would  be  better  to  expunge  the  word  eso/alam,  ai.d  put 
to  f/oree  such  a  number  of  old  nwlda.  Tbey  a»k«tl  htii  eh 
name  shouM  be  given  It :  be  replied,  *  Let  It  be  called  Js<««i 
Whim.*  [The  name  of  a  well-known  tavern  near  O-fl^^A 
former  days  ]  ~  '*  Lady  Phillips  made  bar  a  small  sr.t  i 
allowance.  «nd  some  other  Welsh  ladies,  to  all  of  «  ho  n  t> 
was  related.  Mrs.  Bfootagua,  on  the  drath  of  Mr.  Merit  •.*! 
settled  upon  her  (bv  deed>  ten  pounds  per  annum.  A«  c 
as  I  can  calculatCjIlrs.  Williams  had  about  thirt}-d««>Mf'  r 

Ewnd*  a  year.  The  furniture  she  used  [in  Iter  ar>«itinct  i 
r.  Johnson's  hou>e]  was  her  own;  her  np«>n*e»  *\'ti  •■  * 
tea  and  bread  and  butter  being  at  least  half  of  hrr  n«>>ri> 
menL  Sometimes  slie  had  a  servant  or  charwoman  i'> «  ' ' 
ruder  ofilcas  of  the  house ;  but  »be  was  herself  acute  .i 
Industrious.  I  have  frequently  seen  her  at  work.  l>  r  t 
marking  one  day  her  facility  In  moving  alrmt  th#  h  -i 
scjirclting  Into  drawers,  and  finding  booEs.  withovt  tb*  )  < 
of  sight,  *  Believe  me  (said  she),  persons  who  car.mic  d  <  it.« 
common  oAces  without  sight,  did  but  little  «hi>r  ihri  >• 
Jnj-rd  that  ble«sing.*  Scan tr  circumstances,  bad  h4*.\;'h.  . 
blindaau,  are  surely  a  sufllcient  apology  for  hrr  tiri:u'  »'•" 
limes  Impatlnit :  her  natural  disposition  wa«  good.  u,nA 
and  humane."  _  Ladlg  !:■%*/.    (ifii/j.  p.  S4.) 

I  see  her  now  —a  pale,  shrunken  <rfd  lady,  dreserd  to  trj 
let,  made  In  the  handsome  French  fosblon  of  the  tiin<- 1  'TT 
with  a  lace  cap.  with  two  stiflV>ned  prq|ectlng  vlni;!  <«  i 
temples,  and  a  black  lace  hood  over  IL  Her  temper  ha<  N 
recorded  as  marked  with  Welsh  fire,  aad  this  n.iglit  t^  < 
citad  hv  some  of  the  meaner  Inmatea  of  tbe  upper  t"*^ 
Dr.  Joonsoo's  house}  ;  but  ber  gentle  kindness  to  roc  )  or 
shall  (orget,  or  think  conslsteot  with  a  bad  temper.  U'' 
nobody  from  vboae  dlscoorso  there  waa  a  better  chs<>c^ 
deriving  high  Ideaa  of  moral  rectltmla.  Mms  i/evc^ 
Mrmoirt,  vol.  U.  pi  IAS.     See  pom,  auh  November,  17»a 

CaOKKB. 

s  Here  the  author'a  memory  failed  him.  for.  arc  ^^iM 
tba  account  given  In  a  former  paga  (see  p.  6S\  •«  *'^ 
here  read  March  17. ;  but,  la  truth,  as  has  b^en  airrta?  « 
served,  tba  Rambler  closed  oa  Saturday  the  j^iund^ 
March :  at  which  time  Mrs.  Johaaoo  waa  near  her  r- vt. 
she  died  on  the  following  Tuesday,  March  17.  Had  :h'  o 
eluding  paper  of  that  work  baea  writtoa  on  ttte  da*  w<  I 
death,  It  would  have  baan  atlll  mora  eatraordinafy  Men  ■ 
coostdering  t»ie  extrenie_frlef  lata  which  ttts  j.t'^Ki 
plunged  by  that  eeasit.    iW  aialaarhnlj  cast  o(  tb«i  a 
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I      This  extraorduuiry  attempt  of  Lauder  was  no 
sudden  efibrt.    He  had  brooded  over  it  for 
many  jears :  and  to  this  hour  it  is  uncertain 
what  his  principal  motive  was,  unless  it  were  a 
Tain  notion  of  his  superiority,  in  being  able,  bj 
whatever  means,  to  deceive  mankind.  To  effect 
this,  he  produced  certain  passages  from  Grotius, 
Masenius,  and  others,  which  had  a  faint  resem- 
blance to  some  parts  of  the  ^  Paradise  Lost." 
£b  tiwae  be  interpolated  some  fragments  of 
Hog*s  Latin  translation  of  that  poem^  alleging 
that  the  mass  thus  fabricated  was  the  arche- 
tjpe  from  which  Milton  copied.    These  fabri- 
GiUons  he  published  from  time  to  time  in  the 
Gentleman  8  Magazine;  and,  exulting  in  his 
&ncied  success,  he  in  1750  ventured  to  collect 
them  into  a  pamphlet,  entitled  "'  An  Essay  on 
Milt<m*s  Use  and  Imitation  of  the  Moderns  in 
his  Paradise  Lost.'*    To  this  pamphlet  John- 
son wrote   a  Preface,  in  full  persuasion  of 
Laudor*s  honesty,  and  a  Postscript  recommend- 
ing in  the  most  persuasive  terms  a  subscription 
for  the  relief  of  a  grand-daughter  of  Milton,  of 
whom  he  thns  speaks :  — 

"  It  is  yet  in  the  power  of  a  great  people  to  re- 
ward tiie  poet  whose  name  they  bout,  and  from 
tbetr  allianee  to  whose  genius  they  claim  some 
kind  of  saperiority  to  every  other  nation  of  the 
esrtb  ;  thai  poet,  whose  works  may  possibly  be  read 
vben  every  other  monument  of  British  greatness 
dull  be  obliterated ;  to  reward  him,  not  with  pic- 
tnres  or  with  medals,  which,  if  he  sees,  he  sees  with 
eontcmpt*  but  with  tokens  of  gratitude,  which  he, 
perhaps;,  may  even  now  consider  as  not  unworthy 
the  regard  of  aa  immortal  spirit** 

SnrelT  this  is  inconsistent  with  ^  enmity  to« 
wards  Jfilton,**  which  Sir  John  Hawkins  im- 
putes to  Johnson  upon  this  occasion,  adding, 

'  I  eoold  all  along  observe  that  Johnson  seemed 
to  spprawe  not  only  of  the  design,  but  of  the  argu- 
moit ;  and  seemed  to  exult  in  a  persuasion,  that 
the  reputation  of  Milton  was  likely  to  suffer  by 
this  diaeovery.  That  he  was  not  privy  to  the  im- 
posture, I  am  well  persuaded ;  that  he  wished  well 
to  the  argument,  may  be  inferred  from  the  Preface, 
which  indubitably  was  written  by  Johnson.** 

Is  it  possible  for  any  man  of  clear  iudgment 
to  suppose  that  Johnson,  who  so  nobly  praised 
the  poetical  excellence  of  Milton  in  a  Postscript 
to  this  wery  *' discovery,"  as  he  then  supposed  it, 
!  could,  at  the  same  time,  exult  in  a  persuasion 
'  that  the  ^[reatpoet*s  reputation  was  likely  to 
ndkr  by  it  ?   This  is  an  inconsistency  of  which 


'  *  Propoula  reridsotly  written  bj  Johnion]  for  printing 
tbe  AdnstM  Rxnl  of  Grocfas.  with  a  Tninilation  and  Notes 
by  WilUflB  Lander,  A.  M."  Gent.  Mag.  1747,  p.  404.— 
Mmjohk. 

s  Bat  it  it  not  extraordlnaiy  that  Johnaon,  who  liad  him* 
wtfaedftated  a  hlUorj  of  modern  Latin  poetry  (weanfl, 
p- 2L),tJumM  ooC  have  shown  Ills  euriotitff  and  love  qf  truth. 
H.at  leut,  eovBparing  Lander's  quotations  with  the  original 
'aUMTs  ?  It  was,  we  misbt  say.  his  duty  to  hare  done  so, 
^^^  be  so  far  prooouncea  his  Judgment  as  to  assist 
I->idrr ;  9»/i  had  h«  attempted  but  to  Terifjr  a  single  quota- 
<*«.  b«  most  hare  Immediately  disrorered  the  fraud.  — 

CSGCKI. 

^  TUa  proposition  of  an  indcg  rermm  to  a  norel  will 


Johnson  was  incapable ;  nor  can  anything  more 
be  fairly  inferrea  from  the  Preface,  than  that 
Johnson,  who  was  alike  distinguished  for  ardent 
curiosity  and  love  of  truth,  was  pleased  with  an 
investigation  by  which  both  were  gratified. ' 
That  he  was  actuated  by  these  motives,  and 
certainly  by  no  unworthy  desire  todepreciate  our 
ereat  epic  poet^  is  evident  from  his  own  words ; 
for,  after  mentioning  the  general  zeal  of  men  of 
genius  and  literature,  ^  to  advance  the  honour, 
and  distinguish  the  beauties  of  Paradise  Lost," 
he  says, 

**  Among  the  inquiries  to  which  thu  ardour  of 
criticism  has  naturally  given  occasion,  none  is  more 
obscure  in  itself,  or  more  worthy  of  rational  curio- 
sity, than  a  retrospect  of  the  progress  of  this  mighty, 
genius  in  the  construction  of  his  work ;  a  view  c^ 
the  fiU>rie,  gradually  rising,  perhaps,  IVom  small 
beginnings,  till  its  foundation  rests  in  the  centre, 
and  its  turrets  sparkle  in  the  skies ;  to  trace  back 
the  structure  through  ail  its  varieties  to  the  sim- 
plidtv  of  its  first  plan ;  to  find  what  was  first  pro- 
jected, whence  the  scheme  wraa  taken,  how  it  was 
improved,  by  what  assistance  it  was  executed,  and 
firom  what  stores  the  materials  were  collected; 
whether  its  founder  dug  them  from  the  quarries  of 
Nature,  or  demolished  other  buildings  to  embellish 
his  own.' 

Is  this  the  language  of  one  who  wished  to 
bkst  the  laurels  of  Muton  P 

JOHNSON  TO  RICHARDSON. 

"March  9. 1750-1. 

*'  DsAa  Sia,  —  Though  Clarissa  wants  no  help 
from  external  splendour,  I  was  glad  to  see  her  im- 
proved in  her  appearance,  but  more  glad  to  find 
that  she  was  now  got  above  all  fears  of  prolixity, 
and  confident  enough  of  success  to  supply  what- 
ever had  been  hitherto  suppressed.  I  never  indeed 
found  a  hint  of  any  such  defalcation,  but  I  re- 
gretted it;  for  though  the  story  is  long,  every 
letter  is  short. 

"  I  wish  you  would  add  an  index  rerum  *,  that 
when  the  reader  recollects  any  incident,  he  may 
easily  find  it,  which  at  present  he  cannot  do,  unless 
he  knows  in  which  volume  it  is  told ;  for  Clarissa 
is  not  a  performance  to  be  read  with  eagerness,  and 
laid  aside  for  ever ;  but  will  be  occasionally  con- 
sulted by  the  busy,  the  aged,  and  the  studious ;  and 
therefore  I  beg  that  this  edition,  by  which  I  sup- 
pose posterity  is  to  abide,  may  want  nothing  that 
can  facilitate  its  use.  I  am,  sir,  yours,  &c. 
— Etch.  Cor,  **  Sam.  Johnson.** 

Though  Johnson*8  circumstances  were  at  this 


appear  extraordinary,  bat  Johnson  was  at  this  time  very 
anxious  to  cultivate  the  favour  of  Richardson,  who  lived 
In  an  atmosphere  of  fiattery.  and  Johnson  found  it  neces> 
snry  to  fall  into  the  fashion  of  the  sociKy.  Mr.  Northcote  re- 
lates, that  Johnson  introduced  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  and 
his  sister  to  Richardson,  but  hinted  to  thrm,  at  the  same 
time,  that  if  they  wished  to  see  the  latter  in  good  humour, 
they  must  expatiate  on  the  excellences  of  Clarissa ;  and  Mrs. 
Pioszi  tells  us,  that  when  talking  of  Richardson,  he  once 
said.  **  You  think  I  love  flattery -.and  so  I  do ;  but  a  little  too 
much  always  disgusts  me :  that  fellow,  Richardson,  on  the 
contrary,  could  not  be  contented  to  Mil  quietly  down  the 
stream  of  reputation  without  longing  to  taste  the  froth  from 
every  stroke  of  the  oar."—  Caoasa. 
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tone  far  from  being  easy*,  hw  homftne  and 
ehariUble  diaposition  was  constantlj  exerting 
itaelf.  Mn.  ioina  WHliams,  daughter  ot*  a  very 
ingenioiii  Webh  pbysiGtan,  and  a  woman  of 
more  than  ordinary  talents  and  literatare, 
having  come  to  London  in  hopes  of  being  cured 
of  a  cataract  in  both  her  eyes,  which  afterwards 
ended  in  total  blindness,  was  kindlj  receiTed 
as  a  constaat  visiter  at  his  house  while  Mn* 
Johnson  lived;  and,  afVer  her  death,  having 
come  under  his  roof  in  order  to  have  an  operar 
tion  upon  her  eyes  performed  with  more  cob« 
fort  to  her  than  in  lodgings,  she  had  an  apart- 
ment from  him  during  the  rest  of  her  life,  at 
all  times  when  he  had  a  house* 


[r.  Ptior.  who,  te  prepwlnff  hit  Life  «f  CvHtwUlk,  had 
^^.^»  to  tb«  PApen  of  Newberjr.  the  bookMlUr.  fkNind 
•cveral  iiotM  of  Johnson*!,  at  thli  p^Hod.  Mlicitinf  tmall 
hMUM.  of  Mirnd  <w#  fwnrw.  la  1788  and  1760  Johmai 
piiirrt  to  N«wb*ry  two  note*  o(  haod  for  4SU.  and  30/.  I  pre- 
■un«>  fbr  advanon  on  account  o(  the  **  Mtr."*  Mr.  Prior 
Ibond  alM  th«  original  ttatemcnt  of  :h«  aecount  b«c»ecn  htm 
•Bd  JoliMOB  fortha  Uler^  whan  wrfloclad  into  Tolumaa. 


#  «.  d. 
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Frhr's  Life  ^Gotdamith,  1. 341~.347.  —  Cioksb.  1846. 

•  Brfore  iha  eaiaaritr  of  toul  depri raUna  of  tlffht  befell 
Mrs.  Wniiami,  she.  with  the  aultUnce  of  tier  futher,  had 
afcouired  a  knowledge  of  the  French  and  Italian  langiiaget, 
ana  had  made  great  tmproreroenu  In  literature,  which,  to- 

Cther  with  th«  exerdse  of  her  needle,  at  which  she  was  very 
xterous.  as  well  after  the  los«  of  her  sight  as  before,  con- 
tributed  to  support  her  under  her  afBirtion,  till  a  time  when 
It  was  thouRbt  by  her  friends  that  relief  might  be  obtained 
from  the  hand  oi  an  operating  turgeon.  At  the  request  of 
Dr  Johnson,  I  went  with  her  to  a  friend  of  mine.  Mr.Samuel 
Sharp,  senior  surgeon  of  Guy's  Hosplul.  who  before  had 
given  me  to  understand  that  he  would  couch  her  gratis  If  the 
catxract  was  rtpe ;  but  upon  making  the  experiment  It  was 
found  o(h«rwi»e.  and  that  the  crvttalline  humour  was  not 
aufflclentljr  Inspissated  for  the  needle  to  take  eflect.  She  had 
been  almtMt  a  consunt  companion  of  Mrs.  Johnson  for  some 
time  before  her  decease,  but  had  never  resided  In  the  house  ; 
afterwards,  for  the  convenience  of  performing  the  Intended 
oper«tlon,  Johnson  took  her  home ;  and.  upon  the  failure  of 
that,  kept  her  as  the  partner  of  hii  dwelling  till  he  removed 
Into  chambers.  Afterward,  In  I76<»,  upon  his  taking  a  house 
In  Johnson's  Coart,  in  Klert  Street,  he  invited  her  thither, 
•ud  in  that,  and  his  la*t  house,  in  Bolt  Court,  she  succfs- 
slvely  dwelt  for  the  remainder  of  her  life.  The  loss  of  her 
•Ight  made  but  a  small  abatement  of  her  cheerful  n<^t,  and 
was  scarce  any  interruption  of  her  itudlea.  With  the 
M*btance  of  two  frm»le  friends,  she  translated  from  the 
French  of  P^re  La  BUtrie  "  the  Life  ot  the  Emperor  Julian,** 
and.  in  1766  she  published,  by  subsrription,  a  quarto  volume 
of  .\Iu<-<*ll  «nle».  in  prose  and  verse,  and  therel>y  increased  her 
litiie  fund  to  three  hundred  pounJi,  «hich,  being  prudently 
In  tested,  yl  Ided  an  Income  that,  under  such  pruiectlon  at 
she  experienced  ftrom  Dr,  Johnson,  hms  sufictent  for  her 
aui>p<>rt.  ttbe  was  a  woman  of  an  enlightened  understanding; 
pUm.  as  it  ts  caltetl.  in  her  person,  and  easily  provoked  to 
anjrer.  but  possessing,  itevertbeless,  some  excellent  moral 
qu<fcliili>t,  among  which  no  one  was  mure  conspicuous  than 
her  <leftire  to  piomote  the  welfare  and  happincaa  of  ether*. 
■Dd  of  this  the  gae»  a  ilfBal  proof,  by  her  solicitude  In  Cavour 
of  an  institution  (or  the  roolDienaoce  and  education  of  poor 
deserted  iemaiee  In  the  p«rlah  of  St.  Sepulchre,  l.«odoQ.  sup- 
wotted  bf  the  voluntary  cootrlbutloos  of  ladies ;  and.  as  the 
Muodation-atooe  of  a  fund  for  its  future  subsistence,  she  be- 
fiwlhed  to  It  the  whole  of  the  little  which  she  had  been  able 
lo  acrumulau.  To  the  eodowmenU  and  qualities  here 
■aeribed  to  her,  majr  be  added  a  larger  share  of  eaperioieniai 
prwdenee  than  U  the  lot  of  mort  of  her  ses.  Johnaoo,  In  numy 
•algmicea.  found  her  an  altlf  cmjoscilur.  and  seloom  showed 
hii  wisdom  Bsore  than  when  he  lM«rkc(M<ii  to  her  Ml«ioe.  In 
iwMini,  she  received  from  his  Cdoversatioo  the  adrantafoa  of 
religious  and  moral  improveManl,  which  iho  eulttvatod  ao,  m 


CHAFTER  X. 
1752—1753. 

iVcpprcM  of  lAc  Dictiomarjf.  —  Comehsiam  tf  the 
Ramhter.  —  DmA  of  Mn,  Johnaam,  —  Frayer  cm 
thoi  Oeeatiom.  Inaeriptum, —  Epitaph.'— Franeit 
Barber.  »  Balbert  Levett.  —  Sir  Joshma  Reynoldi. 
—  Bennti  Lan^tom,  —  Topham  Beauelerk.  -* 
John9om*g  Share  im  **  The  Adreubtrer.** 

br  1752  Johnson  was  almost  entirely  occnpied 
with  his  Dictionary.  The  last  paper  of  his 
Rambler  was  published  March  2.'  this  year; 


ta  a  grssC  OMaaore  to  smooth  the  cunalHuttoaal  aap^rltv  of 
her  temper.  When  theae  partlculara  are  known,  this  iotl- 
mary.  which  began  with  ctHnpasthm,  and  termlnntcd  in  i 
friendship  that  iobalsted  till  death  dlaaolred  It,  will  be  eaailj 
accounted  lor.  ~  H»vUn$,  p.  SSS. 

Mrs.  WUUams  was  a  person  estreasely  Interesting.  She  hid 
ancoomoo  flrmnem  of  mind,  a  hmradleia  curiosity,  retentive 
memory,  and  strong  judgment.    Mho  had  various  powers  oi 
pleasing.    Her  personal  afllictioQi  and  slender  fortune  »h^ 
seemed  to  forget,  when  she  had  the  power  of  doing  ui  art  of 
kindness:  she  was  social,  cheerful,  and  active,  in  a  sute  uf 
body  that  was  truly  deplorable.    Her  regard  to  Dr.  Johi<*rn 
was  foimed  with  such  strength  of  judgwMBt  and  firm  estn-m, 
that  her  voice  never  hesUatad  when  she  rrpnated  his  majitai* 
or  recited  his  good  deeds ;  thoufh  opon  many  other  octiu:oiii 
her  want  of  sight  led  her  to  BMke  ao  wuch  nee  of  her  ear.  si 
to  afbrt  her  speech.   Mrs.  WUUams  waa  blind  before  she  «u 
acquainted  with  Dr.  Johnson.     Sbo  had  many  re«4>ur(ri. 
though  none  very  groat.     Whh  tho  Mlas  Wlfklasoni  ihi< 
ganeral^  pasaeil  a  port  of  the  year,  and  lucdved  from  ihroi 
presents,  and  from  the  flrst  who  died,  a  l^iecy  of  clotbet  ai'U 
money.    The  last  of  them.  Mrs.  Jane,  left  her  an  arnuAl 
rant  t  but  IVom  the  blundering  msnour  ot  the  will.  I  fear  the 
never  reaped  the  benefit  of  It.    The  lady  left  moof^  to  er^ : 
a  hospital  lor  ancient  maJd« :  but  the  number  she  had  allot' -i 
bring  too  great  for  the  donation,  the  Doctor  (Johuwio>  •«> ' 
It  would  be  better  to  expunge  the  word  muthUmf*,  ar  d  put  ■'■ 
to  rteree  such  a  number  of  old  malda.    TlM»y  n>fced  hi'ii  •  t  •: 
name  should  be  given  It :  he  renlled,  *  Let  It  be  called  J&o  ^^  i 
Whim.*    [The  name  of  a  weH-anown  tavern  near  ChrW**!  >n 
former  days  ]  —  '*  Lady  l^llltps  made  hor  a  small  arn    »i 
allowance,  and  some  other  Welsh  ladles,  to  all  of  «h<  ^  •• 
was  related.    Mrs.  MooUgue,  on  the  drath  of  Mr.  M«.  m  .. 
settled  upon  her  Cbv  deed)  ten  pounds  per  annum.    A«  i'  ' 
as  I  can  calculatej^rs.  Williams  had  about  thtrty-Sve  ur  (  "i 
pottodtayeur.    The  furniture  she  uaod  [in  her  ar>«itni<    c    i 
Dr.  Johnson's  bott>«]  was  her  own;  her  r«pen«es  «crr  »    . 
tea  and  bread  and  butter  being  at  louat  half  of  her  uo»n-> 
ment    Sometimes  she  had  a  servant  or  charwoman  t»  «i)  t^i 
ruder  ofllcea  of  the  house;  but  »he  was  herself  artitr  »*>t 
lndu»lrious.    I  have  frequently  seen  her  at  work.     l\- i.  r. 
marking  one  day  her  facility  In  Bovine  about  the  h  >  » 
searching  Into  drawers,  and  inding  baohs.  without  ibe  > « 
of  sight, '  Believe  me  (said  she),  per«i»ns  who  cat.nnt  d<>  i*   •^ 
comnHNi  oHoes  eiiliout  sight,  did  but  little  whiie  th«>  • 
Jorrd  tliat  bletsing.*    Scantv  circumstances,  bad  h«>tltr-    *  ' 
blindness,  are  surely  a  »uflBcteot  apology  for  her  bruii:  «•  "  < 
timm  impatleut :  her  natural  dlsroaltloa  wa«  good,  tr»  •.'^-J 
and  humane."  —  Ladif  Kmigkt.    {Ami,  p.  94. ) 

I  see  her  now — a  pale,  shrunken  old  lady,  druascd  ht  **-*i 
let,  made  in  the  haoqaoote  Kreorh  fashion  of  the  Umt  ( iTT  > 
with  a  lace  can,  with  two  stilfrned  prq|ccting  wir^i  i*n  ir 
temples,  and  a  black  laoe  hood  over  H,  H«r  temper  ha*  bm 
recorded  as  marked  with  Welsh  Are,  and  this  n  ight  be  ei 
cited  bv  some  of  the  meaner  inmatea  of  the  upf»«-r  A  -<r«  ^ 
Dr.  Johnson's  house} ;  but  her  gentle  kindness  to  me  1 1  rw 
shall  forget,  or  think  consistent  with  a  bad  temper  I  l^xi 
nobody  from  whose  discourse  there  waa  a  lietter  cha  <• 
deriving  high  Idaaa  of  moral  rsctltnda.  .Vms  iU*^  •  m 
iirmoirg^  vol.  U.  pi  ISS.  See  poet,  aub  Hovcvbrr.  i:*)*. 
CaoKca. 

*  Here  the  author's  memory  failed  him.  for.  mv  r  ■*  cm 
the  account  given  In  a  former  pagn  laoo  p.  6S.\  «e  tt.el 
here  read  March  17.  i  hut.  la  truth,  aa  haa  b*««i  a'-r«'*'i9  i 
served,  the  BamUer  closed  on  Saiorday  the  >>»»  u  -«^ 
March  i  at  which  time  Mrs.  Johaaoo  «aa  itear  hrr  r  dj 
she  died  on  the  following  Tuesday,  March  17.  \i»A  t*.  a 
eluding  paper  of  that  work  bean  wriuea  on  the  iL,^  /I 
death.  It  would  have  bean  still  mora  eatrmor^inary  tr  «•>  I 
oonttdering  the  extreme  grief  Into  which  ii.e  awtu  e  i 
plunged  by  that  evtau.    The  mala^choly  caat  of  taai  « 
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after  whidi,  there  was  «  cessation  for  some 
dme  of  an  J  exertion  of  his  talents  as  an  essay- 
kt.  Bat,  in  the  same  jear,  Dr.  Hawkesworth, 
vfao  was  his  warm  admirer,  and  a  studious 
imitator  of  his  style,  and  then  lived  in  great 
Intimacj  with  him,  began  a  periodical  pa]>er, 
«&titled,  ^  Thb  AnvBHTUBEB,  *  in  connection 
viih  other  gentlemen,  one  of  whom  was  John-  . 
900*1  mach-loved  friend  Dr.  Bathurst ;  and,  ■ 
Tiihoat  doubt,  thej  received  manv  valuable 
Hots  from  his  conversation,  most  of  his  friends 
having  been  so  assisted  in  the  course  of  their 
vot^. 

That  there  should  be  a  suspension  of  his 
literary  labours  during  a  part  oi  the  year  17^2, 
vill  not  seem  strange,  when  it  is  considered 
that  soon  after  closing  his  Rambler,  he  suffered 
A  has  which*  there  can  be  no  doubt,  affected 
him  with  the  deepest  distress.  For  on  the 
i;ch  of  March,  O.  S.,  hb  wife  died.  Why  Sir 
John  ilAwkins  should  unwarrantablv  take 
apoo  him  even  to  mifpose  that  Johnson  s  fond- 
laoa  for  her  wMMdisaembied  (meaning  simulated 
or  aasomed*),  and  to  assert,  that  ii  it  was  not 
t^  case,  ^  it  was  a  lesson  he  had  learned  by 
rule,**  I  cannot  conceive ;  unless  it  proceeded 
tnxn  a  want  of  similar  feelings  in  his  own 
WeAst.  To  ai|pie  from  her  being  much  older 
than  Johnson,  or  any  other  circumstances,  that 
he  cookl  not  really  love  her,  is  absurd ;  for  love 
19  not  a  subject  of  reasoning,  but  of  feeling, 
lad  therefore  there  are  no  common  principles 
apoB  which  one  can  persuade  another  concern- 
X.?  it.  Kverj  man  feels  for  himself,  and  knows 
lK»«  he  is  affiwted  by  particular  (qualities  in  the 
pBsoo  be  admires,  toe  impressions  of  which 
tre  too  minute  and  delicate  to  be  substantiated 
m  Uaguac e. 

The  liMlowing  very  solemn  and  affecting 
m%cr  was  (bond  after  Dr.  Johnson's  decease, 
tj  ks  servant,  Mr.  Francis  Barber,  who  de* 
it^crrd  it  to  mv  worthy  friend  the  Reverend 
Mr.  Strahan',  Vicar  of  Islington,  who  at  my 


aeenunted  for  Inr  the  •ItoatJon  of 
wu  written ;  and  her  dMth  three 
to  the  paper — Maloki.      Mr. 
alio  to  have  (kllen  Into  iMine  errors,  from  not 
m  the  ehanfo  of  Hmte.    Johnson,  at  th1«  period, 
-mm.  JU  tipiti  ao  Chat  Mr.  Botwrll  majr  have  copied  from 
Ma  MCe  ibe  date  of  the  2d  of  March  a*  Chat  on  which 
Ml  Banhl«r  was  written,  though  It  was  p«il>llsbed  next 
■^  a«  Sd.  O.  S..  or  14th.  N.  S. ;  and  as  Mrs.  Johnson's 
•■  ttae  17th,  O  S .  or  SMh,  N.  S.,  the  Rambler  «as 
a  fortalflM  before  that  erent «  and  was  concluded 
,  m  th.  Jahttsoo  espressly  says  In  the  last  number, 
'  It  for  ttn»  ffean,  and  moltlplled  his  essajrs 
a  witettn.  he  determhied  to  desist.**    It  died  therefore 
h  k  ie  Terr  Ifkel/  that  the  Iom  of  Mra. 
stopped  11,  haa  it  not  lieen  already 


*£*1 


of  the  AdTcntnrer  aislcns  to  Dr.  J.  War- 

W  the  ri»nata*e  Z,  and  Vaeea  the  rest  to 

HawMns   adds  that   the   papera 

e  aaid  to  have  eome  ftcm  a  source  that 

upplhd  Inr  Dr.  Bathurst,   Mnd   those 

>7  the  letter  T  (the  Srst  of  which  is  dated  Srd 

ntt.1 1^  J«lm»«,  who  rroftved  two  guinoas  for  every 

a»  vrate ;  a  rate  of  parmMit  which  he  had  liefore 

for  the  Rambler,  and  was  probably 


^WlKtfB 


earnest  revest  has  obliginely  favoured  me  with 
a  copy  of  It,  which  he  and  I  compared  with  the 
original.  I  present  it  to  the  world  as  an  un« 
doubted  proof  of  a  circumstance  in  the  character 
of  my  illustrious  friend,  which,  though  some, 
whose  hard  minds  I  never  shall  envy,  nuiy 
attack  as  superstitious,  will,  I  am  sure,  endear 
him  more  to  numbers  of  good  men.  I  have  an 
additional,  and  that  a  personal  motive  for  pre- 
senting it,  because  it  sanctions  what  i  myself 
have  always  maintained  and  am  fond  to  in- 
dulge. 

"April  W.  ITi^a,  Mng  after  13  at  Kifht  of  the  SSth. 

**  O  Lord  I  Gorernor  of  beAven  and  earth,  in 
whose  bandn  are  embclied  and  departed  spirits,  if 
thou  hast  ordained  the  souls  of  the  dead  to  minister 
to  the  living,  and  appointed  my  departed  wife  to 
have  care  of  me,  grant  that  I  may  enjoy  the  good 
effects  of  her  attention  and  ministration,  whether 
ezerciaed  by  appearatice,  impulses,  dreams,  or  in 
any  other  manner  agreeable  to  thy  government 
Forgive  my  presumption,  enlighten  my  ignorance, 
and  however  meaner  agents  are  employed,  grant  me 
the  bleaacd  influences  of  thy  holy  Spirit,  through 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.     At 


of  reward  to  his  frllov-labourers.  •»  Hmtrkmtt 
p  a-",  a.  5.  nsore  en  this  suhji*et.  —  Canaaa. 
If  has  tn  his  Dicilitnarr  given  to  the  word 
tie  meaning  In  whicn  It  Is  here  lued  by 


What  actually  followed  upon  this  most  in- 
teresting piece  of  devotion  by  Johnson,  we  are 
not  informed ;  but  T,  whom  it  has  pleased  God 
to  afflict  in  a  similar  manner  to  that  which 
occasioned  it,  have  certain  experience  of  be- 
nignant communication  by  drcMuns.^ 

That  his  love  for  his  wife  was  of  the  most 
ardent  kind,  and,  during  the  long  period  of 
fifty  ^^ears,  was  unimpau-ed  by  the  lapse  of 
time,  is  evident  from  various  passages  in  the 
series  of  his  Prayen  and  MeditatiaM^  pub- 
lished  by  the  Beverend  Mr.  Strahan,  as  well 
as  from  other  memorials,  two  of  which  I  select, 
as  strongly  marking  the  tenderness  and  sensi- 
bility of  ms  mind. 

*'  March  28. 1753.  I  kept  this  day  as  the  anni- 
versary  of  my  Tetty's  death,  with  prayer  and  tears 


Hawkins.  He  adds,  however,  very  Justly,  that  sndi  a  use  of 
it  Is  erroneoos —  CaoKsa. 

>  George,  afterwards  D.D.,  second  son  of  Joh]ifon*s 
fVlettd,  Andrew  Strahan,  If  .P.  and  King's  Printer.  He  di«d 
May  1894,  aged  SO. 

*  Mr.  Botwell*s  wife  died  hi  June,  1790 ;  his  Life  of  John, 
son  was  first  published  in  April,  1791.  See  the  letter  to  Mr. 
Blphlnston  on  a  similar  loss,  anti^  p.  66.  n.  1.  _  Caoaaa. 

*  The  orlfinals  of  this  publleation  are  now  depnsitfd  In 
Pembroke  College.  It  Is  to  tie  otMerved,  that  they  consist  of 
a  few  little  memorandum  books,  and  a  great  nomber  of  sepa* 
rate  scraps  of  paper,  and  bear  no  marks  of  having  been  ar> 
ranged  or  Intended  for  puhllcation  l»y  Dr.  Johnson-  Each 
prajrrr  is  on  a  separate  piece  of  paper,  generally  a  sheet— but 
sometimes  a  fragment— of  note  paper.  The  mtmarandn  and 
okterraiiemi  are  eenerally  In  little  bonks  of  a  few  l«jiTes 
sewed  together.  This  sittvect  will  be  referred  to  hereafier ; 
Itmb  No9<mbfr  and  December,  1TS4) ;  tmt  It  is  t-ven  now 
Important  that  the  reader  sbiKihl  reeollect  that  Mr.  Stra- 
haB*s  puWIoitioD  was  not  foreteen  nor  prepared  by  Ur. 
Johnson  himself,  tnit  patched  up  l>y  the  reverend  gentleman 
oat  of  the  looae  materials  abtrre  mentioned,  aiui  ftublished 

by  liim,  aa    I    eooreive,  most  anwamuitabljr C,  1AS1. 

Tlie  pttbllcatlon  has  done  no  harm ;  on  the  contrary,  though 
it  has  on  a  few  points  given  rise  to  criticism,  misrepresenta- 
tion, aad  sneer,  (see  next  note  )  It.  oo  the  whole,  raises  Ji>hn- 
son's  rharacter  for  piety  and  charity;  but  It  waa  In  the  flrst 
Insunro  a  hreoch  of  eonfldenee  towiirda  Johnson,  and  it  as- 
sumed towards  the  public  a  charactar  of  authority  which  It 
dM  not  poaaoM — Caoata,  IS46. 
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in  tht  moniiiig.     Id  tb«  creniog  I  pnyed  for  her 
coDditiooally,  if  it  were  lawful." 

«'  April  2S.  175S.  I  know  not  whether  I  do  not 
too  much  indulge  the  Tain  longings  of  affection  ; 
but  I  hope  they  intenerate  my  heart,  and  that  when 
I  die  like  my  Tetty,  this  affection  will  be  acknow- 
ledged in  a  happy  interriew,  and  that  in  the  mean 
time  I  am  incited  by  it  to  piety.  I  will,  howerer, 
not  deviate  too  much  from  common  and  receired 
methods  of  derotion.**  > 

Her  weddinff-rtng,  when  she  became  his 
wife,  was,  afler  kier  death,  preserved  by  him, 
as  long  as  he  lived,  with  an  affectionate  care, 
in  a  little  round  wooden  box,  in  the  inside  of 
which  be  pasted  a  slip  of  paper,  thus  inscribed 
bjr  kim  in  fair  characters,  as  follows :  — 

•*£hcul 

**  Elis.  Johnson, 
<«NupU  Jul.  9^^  1736, 

**  Mortua,  chcn  I 
-Mart.  17®  1752."" 

Aller  his  death,  Mr.  Francis  Barber,  his 
failhiol  serrant,  and  residuary  legatee,  offered 
this  memorial  of  tenderness  to  Mn.  Lucy  Por- 
ter, Mrs.  Johnson*s  daughter ;  but  she  haTine 
dedined^  to  accept  of  it,  he  bad  it  enamelled 
as  a  mooming  ring  for  his  old  master,  and 
presented  it  to  his  wife,  Mrs.  Barber,  who  now 
nasiU 


1  Mlu  Seward,  with  equal  truth  and  taste,  that  exprsstss 
h«rMir  conoerninc  thoM  and  tlinUar  nasiuMret :— **  Thote 
riuriulc  mcditattoni,  vltb  their  popfsk  prayart  for  old 
TcUf't  soul;  their  cootrliA ^«rmf^  about  lying  In  bed  on  a 
■Mminf  ;  drlnklnc  creamed  tea  on  a  Cut  dav  ;  uiorinf  at 
sermons ;  and  haTing  omltied  to  ponder  well  Bel  and  the 
Dragon,  and  Tobit  and  bit  Dog."  And  In  another  letter  ihe 
doe«  not  acniple  to  say,  VML  Mr.  Botwell  ronfesied  to  her  hit 
Idea  that  Johnton  wai  '*  a  Roman  Catholic  in  hit  heart.*'  Mitt 
Seward't  credit  It  by  tbit  time  to  low  that  it  it  hardlr  necet- 
sary  to  obaerve  how  Improbable  it  it  that  Mr.  Boiweil  could 
have  made  any  tuch  confetaion.  Dr.  Johnton  thought  cha* 
litabiy  of  the  Romiin  Catholics,  and  de'ended  their  religion 
from  the  coarte  language  of  our  polilicJil  trttt,  which  call  it 
impinut  and  idolatrtius  (p*>$t,  Oct.  30.  17ilU);  but  he  ttren- 
noutly  ditclaimed  all  participation  In  the  doctrinet  of  that 
church  iftc  poit,  Mag  3.  1773  ;  April  5.  1776;  October  10. 
177«J;  inw  3.  17S4).  Lady  Knight  {anti,  p.  S4.)  (the 
OKither  of  Mlu  Cornelia  Knight,  author  of  *'  Marmt  Plo' 
OT^efiM,**  wrote  from  Rome  to  Mr.  Hoolr^  — **  Dr.  Johnton't 
political  principle*  ran  high,  both  In  church  and  tttte :  hs 
wlsbed  power  to  the  king  and  to  the  heads  of  the  church, 
as  tiM  lawt  of  England  have  establlthed ;  but  I  know  he 
ditlikiKl  absolute  power :  and  I  am  very  tare  of  hit  ditap- 
|»rot>ation  of  the  dtictrlnes  of  the  Church  of  Rome ;  because 
about  three  w<«kt  before  we  came  abroad,  he  taid  to  my 
Cornelia,  **  You  are  going  where  the  ottentatiout  oomp 
of  ciiurch  ceremonies  aitrartt  the  iBaainatlon  ;  but  if  they 
want  to  persuade  50U  to  change,  you  must  remember,  that 
by  tocrenslng  your  faiih,  you  may  be  persuaded  to  become 
Turk.'  If  tbeae  were  not  the  words,  I  have  kept  up  to  the 
esprest  meaning."  Mrt.  Piossi  tayt,  '*  Though  beloved 
by  all  bit  Roman  Catholic  acquaintance,  yet  wat  Mr.  John- 
ton  a  most  unshaken  Ckurth-^-Entiand  man  ;  and  I  think, 
or  at  lema  I  once  did  think,  that  a  letter  written  by  bim  to 
Mr.  Daraaid,  the  king't  librarian,  when  he  wat  fai  Italy  coU 
le«-tiiig  b«Miks.  contained  tome  very  parttrular  advice  fo  hit 
frtrnl  lo  he  on  hit  guard  againtt  the  seductions  of  the  Church 
of  Ro'ne."  And  finally  — which  may  perhupt  be  thoiifrht 
mor«>  lik<>ly  to  esprett  hit  real  sentlmentt  than  even  a  more 
formal  asM-rtl<Mi— when  It  wat  proposed  (see  potf,  Apnl  30. 
177J>.  th.it  momiroentt  of  eminent  men  thouUI  in  future  be 
rr<'<(«nl  in  Si.  Paul's,  and  when  tome  one  In  conversation 
sutr.x-sted  to  tiealn  with  Pope,  Johntoo  obsiTvrd.  "  Why,  sir. 
«»  1*  'pv  WAS  a  Human  CatboUe,  I  would  not  have  hit  to  be 
0r«t.-  —  Cauma. 

'  It  »^cms  a«  If  Dr.  Johnton  hMl  been  a  little  ashamed  of 
th**  •  t  pr<>|Kirtinn  i*rtw*vo  hit  age  and  that  of  his  wife,  for 
urifjrr  lu  ihu  inscnpoon  nor  that  over  her  irave,  written 


The  state  of  mind  in  which  a  man  must  be 
upon  the  death  of  a  woman  whom  he  sincerely 
loves,  had  been  in  his  contempUtion  many 

J  rears  before.    In  his  iRENn,  we  find  the  iol- 
owing  fervent  and  tender  speech  of  Demetrius, 
addressed  to  his  Aspasia : — 

«  From  those  bright  regions  of  eternal  day. 
Where  now  thou    shin'st  amongst  thy  fellow 

saints, 
Array'd  in  purer  light,  look  down  on  me  1 
In  pleasing  visiuns  and  assuasive  dreams, 
O !  soothe  my  soul,  and  teach  mc  how  to  lose 
thee.** 

I  have,  indeed,  been  told  bj  Mrs.  Desmon* 
lins,  who,  before  her  marriage,  lived  for  wme 
time  with  Mrs.  Johnson  at  Ilampstcad,  that 
she  indulged  herself  in  country  air  and  nice 
living,  at  an  unsuitable  expense,  while  her  hus- 
band was  drudging  in  the  smoke  of  London, 
and  that  she  by  no  means  treated  bim  with  that 
complacency  which  is  the  most  engaging  quality 
in  a  wife.^  But  all  this  is  perfectly  compatible 
with  his  fondness  for  her,  especiaUr  when  it  is 
remembered  that  he  had  a  high  opinion  of  her 
understanding,  and  that  the  impressions  which 
her  beauty,  real  or  imaginary,  had  originally 
made  upon  his  fancy,  being  continued  by  habit, 
had  not  been  effaced,  though  she  herself  was 
doubtless  much  altered  for  the  worse.^    The 


thirty  years  later,  does  ha  mantSon  b«r  tyv,  which  wat  m.  bcr 
daatn  aUtff'ikrte.  —  Caoasa. 

>  OlTenoed  perhapt,  and  not  ooreasooably,  that  the  vat 

not  atcntloaed  in  Johnton't  will C,  IS31.    It  has  iM^n 

obtorvcd  to  me,  that  neither  had  «Ae  In  her  will,  nadr  b<  ( •'<' 
Johnton 's  death,  remembered  lUm — but  the  couia  lit<-'.y 
have  thought  of  Johnton't  ootllving  her.  —  Cbmlsb.  1M4. 

«    *•  1  atked  bim."  tayt  Mn.  I^ssl,  *•  If  he  ever  dtn»''^ 
with  hto  wife   (I   had  heard   that  b«   lored  her  pi%k- n- 
ataly).    **  PerpscualW,"  taid  ha  :  **  ny  wlfn  had  a  parti'  il v 
reverence  for  cleanlinett,  aiHi  detlred  tho  praite  <>(  ^  ^st- 
nett  In  her  drett  and  furniture,  at  many  Indiet  do.  till  it><>f 
beooraa  troobletone  to  their  best  friends.  Slaves  to  ih*  \tvua 
betorot,  and  only  tigh  for  the  hour  of  sweeping  tbcir  h-** 
handt  out  of  the  houte  at  dirt  and  uteless  lumber :  a  r  •*  <  • 
floor  it  to  comfortable,  the  would  tay  aometimes,  by  ws>  ••' 
twitting :  till  at  latt  I  told  her,  that  I  thoucht  we  hvl '.  t 
talk  enough  about  the>loor,  we  would  now  bare  a  tciu<  '■  it 
the  eeUtmg."    On  another  occaiion  I  have  beard  htm  I'lar.u 
ber  for  a  fault  many  people  have,  of  setting  the  mufnes  vt 
their  nelghbourt,  half  unintentioiially,  half  wantonlv.  t>^U're 
their  eyet,  thowing  them  the  ttad  tide  of  their  pn>fci*!«-o. 
tituation,  Ac.    He  taid,  "  She  would  laaaent  the  dev^t<a«{i«  -> 
of  pupilage  to  a  young  heir,  ftr.,  and  once  told  a  watrrman 
who  rowed  her  along  the  Thames  in  n  wherry,  that  he  wu  n  > 
happier  than  a  galley-tlave,  one  being  etiained  to  the  4«ir  i>% 
authority,  the  other  by  want.    She  read  cotedy  l>r(tfr  iYa^^ 
any  body  be  ever  heard  (he  taid) ;  in  tragedy  she  n»    iMy<  \ 
too  much."      Gamrk,  however,  told   Mr.  Thrale  ti  .>t  th" 
wat  a  Itttle  painted  puppet  of  no  value  at  nil,  and  quti<>  t^i»- 
piited  with  afTectaUou,  full  of  odd  airs  of  rural  elegai>c-«» .  ai»4 
he  made  out  some  comical  tcenes,  by  mlasickini;  h«r   i'*  t 
dialogue  he  pretended  to  have  overheard.     Mr.  J<thn»*>r  Kai 
told  me  thai  her  hair  was  eminently  bcautlfUI.  quite  N'  •^•' 
like  that  of  a  baby  i  bat  that  the  fretted  about  the  r\><  •  ■', 
and  was  always  detlrout  todre  It  blark.  which  ha  very  j<  ' 
riously  hinderrd  her  from  domg.     Tho   plctorv  I  fou: 
her  at  Lichheld  wat  rcrr  preur.  and   her  daughtrr.  Mti 
Lucy  Porter,  said  it  wat  like.    The  mtelligencr  I  c^    ^^i  «^ 
her  from  old  Levett,  wat  only  peroeimat  tUnr%»  «Mf  t    rpr  •«. . 
opmm."—  PHmi.    Ilut  Le%ett  only  kii««  hmr  In  her  but  t »*?  ♦ 
and  in  very  bad  health CaoKEB. 

*  In  the  Genttrmao's  Ma  ratine  ftvr  Februarr.  I7!M.  p  KO 
wat  printed  a  Irit^r  pretending  to  be  that  wnttevi  t.*   J-  >  n 
son  on  the  death  <>t  hU  »lff  :  but  It  ta  naerrly  a  tra  •<  n;.'  r 
thi*  41st  number  of  "  The  lt1ier."on  the  d4>ath  of  a  |r>. 
hrtittous  date.  Marrh  17.  I7ftl,0.  8.,  mm»  addctl  to  ^*iv 
cvlour  to  this  deception.  —  MAUwa. 
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dreadAil  shock  of  separation  took  place  in  the 
B^ht ;  and  be  immediately  despatched  a  letter 
to  his  friend,  the  Reverend  Dr.  Taylor,  which, 
9S  Taylor  told  me,  expressed  grief  in  the 
strongest  manner  he  had  ever  read ;  so  that  it 
is  much  to  be  regretted  it  has  not  been  pre- 
served. The  letter  was  brought  to  Dr.  Taylor, 
tt  his  house  in  the  cloisters,  Westminster,  about 
duee  in  the  morning;  and  as  it  signified  an 
esmest  desnre  to  see  him,  he  got  up,  and  went 
to  Johnson  as  soon  as  he  was  dressea,  and  found 
him  in  tears  and  in  extreme  fetation.  Afler 
ying  a  little  while  toother,  Johnson  requested 
him  to  join  with  hun  in  prayer.  He  then 
prayed  extempore,  as  did  Dr.  Taylor ;  and  thus 
oy  means  of  tiiat  piety  which  was  ever  his  pri- 
mary object,  his  troubled  mind  was,  in  some 
degree,  sootlied  and  composed. 
Hie  next  day  he  wrote  as  follows  :— 

JOHNSON  TO  TAYLOR. 

**  March  18.  1753. 

«  DcAK  Sib,  —  L«t  me  have  your  company  and 
iostruction.  Do  not  live  away  from  me.  My  dis- 
tress  is  great. 

«*  Pray  desire  Mrs.  Taylor  to  inform  me  what 
mourning  I  should  buy  for  my  mother  and  Miss 
Porter,  and  bring  a  note  in  writing  with  you. 

**  Rrmembcr  me  in  your  prayers,  for  vain  is  the 
belp  of  man.     I  am,  dear  sir,  &e, 

**  Sam.  Jobkson." 


That  his  sofferings  upon  the  death  of  his  wife 
were  severe,  beyond  what  are  commonly  en- 
dured, I  have  no  doubt,  from  the  information 
of  many  who  were  then  about  him,  to  none  of 
whom  I  give  more  credit  than  to  Mr.  Francis 
Barber,  ma  faithful  negro  servant  S  who  came 
into  his  family  about  a  fortnight  after  the  dis- 
mal event.  These  sufierings  were  aggravated 
by  the  melancholy  inherent  in  his  constitution, 
and  although  he  probably  was  not  oftener  in 
I  the  wrong  than  she  was,  in  the  little  disagree- 
ments which  sometimes  troubled  his  married 
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*  Francis  Barter  vas  bom  In  Jamaica,  and  was  brought 
ta  England  fa  1750.  br  Colonel  Bathurit,  father  of  Johnson's 
v«ry  tntlwrti*  friend  l>r.  Baihurst.  He  was  sent,  for  some 
tMw»  to  the  Severead  Mr.  Jackson's  scboo*.  at  Barton,  in 
Yoriuldre.  Tba  Coloocl  bv  his  will  left  him  his  freedom, 
aad  Dr.  Batburat  was  villing  that  he  should  enter  into 
*•  arrvloe,  in  which  be  contlnoed  from  1753  till 
Ta  death,  with  the  ejtception  of  two  iatenrals ;  in  one 
.  vpoo  soaMdiffsrence  with  his  master,  he  went  and 
aa  ai»ocb«au7  in  Cbeapaide,  but  still  visited  Dr.  John- 
sas  oecaaioaaUy ;  in  another,  be  took  a  fancy  to  go  to  sea. 
Tart  eftbe  tinae.  indeed,  be  was,  by  the  kindness  of  his  roas- 
ttf,  ata  uhoei  In  Northamptonshire,  that  he  might  have  the 
of  aooM  learning.  So  earljr  and  so  lasting  a  eon- 
thcva  birtweea  Dr.  Johnson  and  this  bumble 

Hawkins   says   that   '*  the  uses   for 

vhseh  Fraacie  was  Intended  to  serve  Johnson  were  not  very 
fbr  Diogenes  himsdf  never  wanted  a  servant  less 
'  to  do.    The  great  boshy  wig  which,  through- 
«8  bis  Uis,  be  affw^*^  to  wear,  1^  that  closeness  of  textura 
vMch  li  had  contracted  and  been  suffered  to  retain,  was  ever 
BBMly  as  impenetrable  br  a  cosnb  as  a  quickset  hedge ;  and 
hxii  «f  <h«  dust  that  liaa  oooe  settled  on  his  outer  garments 
«« tnr  known  (o  have  been  disturbed  by  the  brush."    But 
ke  adrfs,  that  **  the  produce  of  the  fUmbler,  the  par  be  was 
mdviag  lor  Che  Adreoturer,  and  the  ftruits  or  his  other 
theory  fcslMan,  had  now  exalted  him  to  such  a  state  of  com- 
as bi  his  judgment  made  a  man-servant 
This  Is  a  mistake.     Boswall  states  on  evl- 


state,  during  which,  he  owned  to  me,  that  the 
gloomy  irritability  of  his  existence  was  more 
painful  to  him  than  ever,  he  misht  very  natu- 
rally, afler  her  death,  be  tenderly  disposed  to 
charge  himself  with  slight  omissionti  and  of- 
fences, the  sense  of  which  would  give  him  much 
uneasiness.'  Accordingly  we  find,  about  a 
year  afler  her  decease,  that  he  thus  addressed 
the  Supreme  Being :  —  **  O  Loan,  who  giyest 
the^race  of  repentance,  and  hearest  the  prayers 
of  the  penitent,  grant  that  by  true  contrition  I 
mayoDtain  forgiveness  of  all  the  sins  committed, 
ana  of  all  duties  neglected,  in  my  union  with 
the  wife  whom  thou  hast  taken  from  me ;  for 
the  neglect  of  joint  devotion,  patient  exhorta- 
tion, and  mild  instruction."  [iV.  and  Med.  p. 
19.]  The  kindness  of  his  heart,  notwithstana- 
ing  the  impetuosity  of  his  temper,  is  well  known 
to  his  friends ;  and  I  cannot  trace  the  smallest 
foundation  for  the  following  dsrk  and  unchari- 
table assertion  by  Sir  John  Hawkins : — "  The 
apparition  of  his  departed  wife  was  altogether 
of  the  terrific  kind,  and  hardly  afforded  nim  a 
hope  that  she  was  in  a  state  of  happiness.'* 
That  he,  in  conformity  with  the  opinion  of 
many  of  the  most  al)le,  learned,  and  pious 
Christians  in  all  ages,  supposed  that  there  was 
a  middle  state  afler  death,  previous  to  the  time 
at  which  departed  souk  are  finally  received  to 
eternal  felicity,  appears,  I  think,  unquestionably 
from  his  devotions : — *^And,  O  Loan,  so  far  as 
it  may  be  lawful  in  me,  I  commend  to  thy 
fatherly  goodness  the  eoul  of  my  departed  wife ; 
beseeching  thee  to  grant  her  whatever  is  best 
in  her  f>rtfs«fi/  etate^  and  finally  to  receive  her  to 
eternal happinessy^  [Pr.  and  Med,  p.  20.]  But 
this  state  nas  not  been  looked  upon  with  horror, 
but  only  as  less  gracious. 

He  deposited  the  remains  of  Mrs.  Johnson 
in  the  church  of  Bromley  in  Kent^,  to  which 
he  was  probably  led  by  the  residence  of  his 
friend  Hawkesworth  at  that  place.  The  funeral 
sermon  which  he  composed  for  her,  which  was 
never  preached,  but,  having  been  given  to 


dence  which  (however  improbable  the  fact)  it  is  hard  to 
resist,  that  Johnson  resigned  to  Dr.  Bathurstall  the  profits 
of  the  Adventurer,  two  guineas  a  paper,  for  about  thirty 
papers ;  and  all  other  accounts  lead  to  a  iMlief,  that  about 
thu  period  Johnson  was  in  extreme  distress.  It  is  there  • 
fore  more  proi»able  that  he  was  induced  to  take  the  Kegro 
by  charity  and  his  love  of  Dr.  Bathurst — C,  1831.  The 
Anderdon  MSS.  contain  an  importunate  letter,  dated  July  3. 
1751,  from  one  Mitchell,  a  tradesman  in  Cbandos  Street, 
pressing  Johnson  to  pay  jpi,  due  by  his  wife  ever  since 
August.  1749.  and  threa'tratnr  legal  proceedings  to  enforce 
payment.  This  letter  Mr.  Boswell  bad  endorsed,  "Proof 
of  Dr.  Johnson's  wretched  circumstances  in  1751.'*—  CaoKia, 
1846. 

>  See  his  bcautlAil  and  affecting  Rambler,  No.  54.— 
MsLONB.  This  was  written  two  years  before  Mrs.  Johnson's 
death.  —  Caoaia. 

>  It  does  not  appear  that  Johnson  was  fully  persuaded  that 
there  was  a  middte  state :  bis  prayers  being  only  conditional, 
i.  €,  if  such  a  state  existed.  — Malomb.  This  is  not  a  correct 
statement  of  the  case:  thecond/liioa  was,  that  it  ihouU  be  lawful 
to  kirn  so  to  intercede ;  and  in  all  bis  prayers  of  this  nature 
be  scrapiiiously  introduces  the  bumble  limitation  of  **  as  far 
as  it  is  lawful,"  or  *'  as  far  as  may  be  permitted,  I  reeom- 
mead,**  ftc. ;  hut  It  is  also  to  be  olMcrved,  that  he  tometimei 
prays  that  "  the  Almighty  may  lune  had  mercy  "  on  the  de- 
parted, as  if  he  believecl  the  sentence  to  have  been  alreadj 
pronounced.—  Caoam, 

«  A  few  months  before  his  death,  Jobaioa  honoured  her 
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Dr.  Taylor,  hai  been  pabUflbed  sinoe  his  dealh, 
k  a  perfonnanee  of  uncommon  excellence,  and 
full  of  rational  and  pious  comfort  to  sueb  as  are 
depressed  bj  tbat  severe  affliction  wbich  Jobn* 
son  felt  when  he  wrote  it.  When  it  u  con- 
sidered that  it  was  written  in  such  an  tgttation 
of  mind,  and  in  the  sIkhI  interval  between  her 
death  and  burial,  it  cannot  be  read  without 
wonder. 

From  Mr.  Francis  Barber  I  have  had  the 
following  authentic  and  artless  account  of  the 
situation  in  which  he  found  him  recently  afler 
his  wife's  death : — **  He  was  in  great  affliction. 
Mrs.  Williams  was  then  living  in  his  house, 
which  was  in  Gough  Square.  He  was  busy 
with  the  Dictionary.  Mr.  Shiels,  and  some 
others  of  the  gentlemen  who  had  formerly 
written  for  hini,  used  to  come  about  him.  He 
had  then  little  for  himself,  but  frequently  sent 
money  to  Mr.  Shids  when  in  distress.  The 
friends  who  visited  him  at  that  time,  were 
chiefly  Dr.  Bathurst*,  and  Mr.  Diamond,  au 
apothecary  in  Cork  Street,  Burlington-gardens, 
with  whom  he  and  Mrs.  Williams  generally 
dined  every  8unda)[.    There  was  a  talk  of  his 

going  to  Iceland  with  him,  which  wouldpro- 
ably  have  happened,  had  he  lived.  Toere 
were  also  Mr.  Cave,  Dr.  Hawkesworth,  Mr. 
Ryland,  merchant  on  Tower-hill,  Mrs. Masters', 
the  poetess,  who  lived  with  Mr.  Cave,  Mrs. 
Carter,  and  sometimes  Mrs.  Macaulay^;  also, 
Mrs.  Gardiner,  wife  of  a  tallow-chandler  on 
Snow-hill,  not  in  the  learned  way,  but  a  worthy 


good  woman  ^:  Mr.  (now  Sir  Joshua)  Rey- 
nolds ;  Mr.  Millar,  Mr.  Dodsley,  Mr.  Bouquet, 
Mr.  Payne,  of  Paternoster-row,  bookseiiere; 
Mr.  Strahan,  the  printer ;  the  Earl  of  Orrery  *, 
Lord  SouthweU  «,  Mr.  Gairick.*' 

Many  are,  no  doubt,  omitted  in  this  catalogue 
of  his  friends,  and  in  particnlar,  his  humble 
friend  Mr.  Robert  Levett,  an  obscure  prsctiser 
in  physic  amongst  the  lower  people,  his  fees 
being  sometimes  very  small  sums,  sometimes 
whatever  provisions  nis  patients  could  afford 
him;  but  of  such  extensive  practice  in  that 
way,  that  Mrs.  Williams  has  told  me,  his  walk 
was  from    Houndsditch    to  Marylebune.    It 
appears,  from  Johnson's  diary,  tliat  their  ac- 
quaintance commenced  about  the  year  1746; 
and  such  was  Johnson's  predilection  for  him, 
and  fanciful  estinmtion  of  hb  moderate  abili- 
ties, that  I  have  heard  him  say  he  should  not 
be  satiftfied,  though  attended  by  all  the  Col!e<re 
of  Physicians,  unless  he  had  Mr.  Levett  with 
him.    Ever  since  I  was  acauainted  with  l>r. 
Johnson,  and  many  years  before,  as  I  have 
I  been  assured  by  those  who  knew  him  earlier, 
Mr.  Levett  haa  an  apartment  in  his  house,  or 
his  chambers,  and  waited    upon    him  every 
morning,  through  the  whole  course  of  his  late 
and  tedious  breakfast.    He  was  of  a  stran);e 
grotesque  appearance,  stiff  and  formal  in  hi^ 
manner,  and  seldom  said  a  word  while  any 
compan^r  was  present.'' 

Toe  circle  of  his  friends,  indeed,  at  this  timr 
was  extensive  and  various,  fkr  beyond  what 
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Biwrnory  bjr  th«  rollovtat  epitapli,  vbldi  vat  iniciWwd  on  her 
feoailMtoiM,  in  the  cbarca  of  BraaWj :  — 

Uk  ronduntur  nllaula 

BLIZABRTHA 

AntiquS  JanrtetonnB  gvate, 

pMtllnga.  ainad  L«icMtrieiiM«.  ortje ; 

Fonnoa*.  cahs,  IngenloMt,  pie ; 

Uxorit,  prlmi*  mipato,  Hunia  Ponvm, 

SeciindU,  Samuslu  J«BMaoif : 

Qui  multniB  amatMa,  dliiqu«  deitum 

Hoc  Upldc  conloxlt. 

OMit  lyindioi.  MnMO  Mart. 

A.D.  MDCCLII.  BonvKLL. 

Here  are  SurM  tMe  remahu  of  RLiKABrm,  ^  Ike  ancient 
familf  of  Jer^n^  t\f  PemUimg  im  LeieeUertkirt,  Bemnt^fml, 
meeompluked,  Htgemumt,  pivtu,  the  wijein  afirtt  marriage 
of  Hemrjf  Porter  t  inm  teeomd,  t^Sammet  Jomuom  :  who  kaa 
oooered  with  Ikt'i  okme  ktr  wkom  k*  wmdk  loood  amd  long 
$ke  died  tm  London  in  Marck,  ITSS.**  —  C,  1S46. 


■  Dr.  BothonC,  tboaab  a  phjflciaa  of  no  IncoiuMarablo 
■mtH,  had  oot  Um  foodroftiinr  to  got  much  practice  in  Lon- 
doo.  He  vat,  therefore,  wUHnf  to  accept  of  employiiieai 
abroad,  and,  to  the  regret  of  all  vho  knev  him.  Mi  a  lacrt- 
flee  to  the  dettnictlre  climate.  In  the  expedltina  against  the 
Havannah.  Mr.  Langtoo  recollrrtt  the  lollovliigpaMage  In 
a  letter  from  Dr.  Johmoa  to  Mr.  Beaucleili :  — **  Tne  Haraa- 
nah  It  taken :  a  conqneet  too  daarljr  obtained  ;  fbr.  Bathurat 
dM  before  it ;  **  Tifr  ^i  immt  tmut  •otmfm  7V^  ywt.**  ~ 
Boevnx. 

There  ate  In  Harvood**  Hioiorw  ef  JJr^Hd  tvo  tottera  from 
■athurtt  tA  JohnaoB,  dated  Barhadoea,  Jaanary  IS.  and 
Jamaica.  March  IS.  I7S7 1  fW>m  vhlch  It  voold  aeem  that 
Mr.  BotvetlH  aeeountle  Mahle  to  tmne  dooht.  Car  BaHinrat 
left  London,  mid  retumad  to  the  WeeC  Indlet  eoaae  vran 
hrflore  the  eapedltian  egalnw  Che  HaiMnah  (1761) ;  norit  hla 
■ame  to  he  fMod  In  the  IM  of  medical  eSlcorw  vho 
paolodthearmjrfhvni  R 

lettert 


eapedltteo   ta  tho 


■stead  { h»|>fOhahlj»  thereforn.  Joined 


aeu  onHandihip  and 


Ibmj 


meofycMarhalDg 
atnpMlty  vlTl  not 


eeot  my  taking  a  |»en  to  my^haad  to  ac^imlwt^  yon  that  lam 


vithool  hartog  forgot  all  yoar  leeeono ;  ond  I  am  coaSrimt 
not  vilhout  praying  mott  fervently  that  the  Supnrtn<*  lir:t\( 
vlll  enablp  mtf  to  dr«erTe  the  approbation  and  friend* hip  »i 
io  great  and  to  good  a  man :  alas  i  yoa  IftttJr  know  ho*  no* 
deterring  I  am  of  tb«>  (arourt  I  mto  rpceWrd  from  j«<'i. 
May  health  and  happlnett  for  eeer  attend  jtm.  V.xca*r  mv 
dropping  mj  pen,  for  it  it  impossible  that  It  should  esprru 
the  gratitude  tbat  it  due  to  jrou,  fyroea  your  most  *tl  v 
tlonate  friend,  and  most  obliged  aorranit.  Rich  tan  Bk- 
TvoasT." 

Dr.  Johnson  told  Mrs.  Ploisl  that  ho  lored  **deMT.  d<ar 
Bathurst,  better  than  he  ever  loved  any  human  ere.. t -it  -. " 
and  it  vas  on  him  that  hr  beetoved  tbo  aingular  euiort  «f 
being  agOMf  kater.  '*  Dear  Bathurst/*  said  lie.  ■*  vas  s  >  m 
to  my  very  heart*!  content ;  he  hated  a  Ibol.  and  he  hattti  i 
rogue,  ana  ho  hated  a  1)^  hlg :  Ar  ip««  «  ecrgr  footf  SoMT '  '~ 
Caoan. 

*  Mary  Masters  pobUthed  a  tmall  volume  of  poems  Abi«it 
17SS,  and.  in  175S.  **  Familiar  Letters  and  Pnemt."  tn  ocMfO. 
She  is  supposed  to  have  died  about  1790.  —  CaoKaa 

3  Catherine  Savbridge,  sister  of  Mrs.  Aldrrman  !si«. 
bridge,  vat  bora  in  ITSS;  but  It  vaa  not  till  1760  that  tho 
vas  married  to  Dr.  Macanlar,  a  physirlan  ;  so  that  tUrtw^'* 
account  vas.  in  respect  to  her,  incorrect,  either  m  dMe  •  r 
name.  She  vas  married  a  second  tttno.  tn  177S.  to  a  Mr 
Graham,  vith  no  Increase  of  reapectabillty.  Sbodled  in  i:^l 
—  Caoaam. 

4  With  this  good  vomaa.  vho  wa  fntrudiMod  to  hhn  ^v 
Mrs.  Masters,  he  kmt  npa constant  Isitorcourao  and  wm<>cr. 
bered  her  ta  hli  win.  by  tho  hi  him  at  of 
Noo.  ITSS CaoKsn. 

*  See  onH.  p.  S7.  n.  S C. 

*  Thomas,  second  Lord  SiiothnnH.  P.It.S..  L 
ceoded  hit  (iuher  in  1710,  and  died  In  ITSS  -TcooaaB. 

f  Robert  Levett,  though  an  Bngllaktsi«B  b^  bsrtli, 
early  In  Ufa  a  vaker  at  a  tvihf-hmum  ha  rarle  ;  where  t>* 
surgeoot  vho  f^fqnented  It,  tndint  Ms  vT  tm  lamuliirm 
turn,  and  attentive  to  their  cwwefoatiosi,  inmAo  a  vmrwo  kv 
him.  and  gave  Mm  aono  tomunkwia  In  their  art,  ~ 
aftervards  (tarnished  him  with  the 
by  procuring  hhn  fVec  admission  to  i 
andanaioniy  as  vcee  read  by  tho  a 
period.  VThere  the  middle  part  of 
certain.    Ho  resided  about  tvencv  voava  wa 

MiTlttoar  **  *• 


Mr.4S. 
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hm  been  gjBaenBj  laMgined.'  To  trace  his 
acqwintoitce  with  eaoh  pArucular  person,  if  it 
ooold  be  done,  would  be  a  teak,  of  which  the 
labour  wonld  not  be  repaid  bj  the  adranta^ 
But  ezoeptiont  are  to  be  made ;  one  of  which 
moit  be  a  friend  so  eminent  aa  Sir  Joihaa 
Beynolda,  who  was  tmlj  hia  dmlce  deeiUj  and 
with  whfloi  he  maintained  an  uninterrupted 
intimaey  to  the  laat  hour  of  hia  life.  When 
JohnaoD    lived   in  Castle  Street,  Cavendiah 

Suare,  he  used  frequently  to  visit  two  ladies 
o  lived  opposite  to  hioa,  Misa  Cotterells, 
daushters  of  Admh«l  CotterelL'  Reynolds 
used  abo  to  viait  there,  and  thus  they  met»^ 
Mr.  Reynolds,  as  I  have  observed  shove,  had 
from  tlie  first  reading  of  his  Life  of  Savage, 
coacerved  a  very  high  admiration  of  Johnson's 
powers  of  writing.  His  conversation  no  less 
delighted  him ;  and  he  cultivated  his  acquaint- 
ance with  the  laudable  zeal  of  one  who  was 
ambitioaa  of  eeneral  improvement.  Sir  Joshua, 
indeed,  was  lucky  enough,  at  their  very  first 
meetings  to  make  a  remark,  which  was  so  much 
abore  the  common-place  style  of  conversation, 
that  Johnaon  at  once  perceived  that  Beynolds 
had  the  habit  of  thinking  for  himself.  The 
ladies  were  r^retting  the  death  of  a  friend,  to 
whom  they  owed  great  oblations;  upon 
whidi  R^rnolds  observed,  "  xim  have,  how- 
ever, tile  comfort  of  being  relieved  from  a 
burthen  of  ^nditade."  T&y  were  shocked  a 
little  at  thn  alleviating  suggestion,  as  too 
selfish;  but  Johnson  de^deait  in  his  dear 
and  forcible  manner,  and  was  much  pleased 
with  the  flnad^  the  fair  view  of  human  nature% 
which  it  exhibited,  like  some  of  the  reflections 
of  Rodiefaucault.    The  consequence  was,  that 


t  Hr.  MorpliT,  who  Is,  u  to  All  period,  better  authority 
Mr.  Boewdl.  lajt.  *•  It  wm  late  in  life  befora  be  had 
th«  habit  of  mixing,  otherwiao  than  oocasiooalljr.  with  po- 
lAe  ooatpany  ;  **  and  Dr.  Uarwood  bToored  me  with  the 
faUowtef  aMnonrndam,  in  Johaaon'i  writing,  made  about 
i&ia  dm.  of  certain  viaita  which  he  waa  to  paj  (perhaps  on 
hia  rctnm  from  Oxford  in  1754)  ;  and  which,  aa  it  contalna 
the  wma  of  aoae  of  the  higbeat  and  lowcat  of  Ua  aeqaalat- 
ia  prabnblya  liac  of  nearly  aU  hia  frieoda:— 


-TiattatD 


Fowko 

Tayler 


ViAar 


Beynolda 

Lenox  Tyera 

OitUr  HawkJna 

Hawkaaworth  Rytand 

Gardiner  Payne 

Drew  Newberry 

Lawranee  Bathont 

Garriek  Grainger 

BofainaoB,aca.  Baker 

Boylo  WealoB 

Wllaon  Millar 


Craater 

Simpson 
Roae 
Giflhrd 
Gregory 
DeamonHni 
Uoyd 
Sherrard." 
~CBoxn. 


>  Oiftmkt  Cbarlea  Cottenil  reHrad  totally  fiMm  the  aerrice 
ia  July.  1747,  being  pot  on  the  aoaennnaated  Itat,  with  the 
•dpaf  of  a  rear-admiral.    He  died  In  Attgnac,  17M.  _ 


*  It  woold  be  natorally  Inferred  tnm  Mr.  Boawelt'a  ac- 
■imaiice  between  Joboaon  and  Sir  Joahoa 
aa  at  the  Ume  when  the  former  resided  in 
it  waa  sot  ao.    Bafoolds  had  not  then 
loaintaooe  mnat  bare  eommenoed 

•»  llaynoldia*  ftxiog  hhnaelf  in  London,  towarda 

tteeMtefX^fiS,    In  175a,  be  took  a  houae  In  Great  Newport 

lie  toAaasareaided  theCottrella.    (See 

4f  JfiyeMa,  vol  i.  p.  69.)    Barber  alao 

r  when  hadescrined  Beynolda  aaooe 

sf  '^        •jhHiMiM.  irthf  period  of  hia  wlia*a  death.  -> 


he  went  home  with  Reynolds,  and  sapped  with 
him. 

Sir  Joshua  told  me  a  pleasant  characteris- 
tical  aneodote  of  Johnson  about  the  time  of 
their  first  acquaintance.  When  thej  were  one 
evening  together  at  the  Miss  Cotterells*,  the 
then  Duchess  of  Ai^le^  and  another  lady  of 
high  rank  came  in.  Johnson,  thinking  that 
the  Miss  Cotterells  were  too  much  engrossed 
bj  them,  snd  that  be  and  his  friend  were  neg- 
lected, as  low  company  of  whom  they  were 
somewhat  ashamed,  grew  angry ;  and  resolving 
to  shock  their  suppo^  pride,  by  making  their 
great  visiters  imsgine  that  his  friend  and  he 
were  low  indeed,  he  addressed  himself  in  a 
loud  tone  to  Mr.  Reynolds,  saying,  ^  How  much 
do  you  think  you  and  I  could  get  in  a  week,  if 
we  were  to  loorA  (u  hard  as  we  could  P  ** — as  if 
they  had  been  common  mechanics* 

His  acquaintance  with  Bennet  Langton, 
Esq.,  of  Langton,  in  Lincolnshire,  another  much 
valued  friend,  commenced  soon  after  the  con- 
clusion of  his  Rambler ;  which  that  gentleman, 
then  a  youth,  had  read  with  so  much  admira- 
tion, that  he  came  to  London  chiefly  with  a 
view  of  endeavouring  to  be  introduced  to  its 
author.^  By  a  fortunate  chance,  he  happened 
to  take  lodgings  in  a  house  where  Mr.  Leveti 
frequently  visited ;  and  having  mentioned  his 
wish  to  his  landlady,  she  introduced  him  to 
Mr«  Leyett,  who  readily  obtained  Johnson*s 
permission  to  bzins  Mr.  Langton  to  him;  as, 
indeed,  Johnson,  during  the  whole  course  of 
his  life,  had  no  shyness,  real  or  afiTected,  but 
was  easy  of  access  to  dl  who  were  properly 
recommended,  and  even  wished  to  see  numbers 
at  his  levie^  as  his  morning  circle  of  company 


4  Johsaon  hfanaelf  baa  a  lentlment  aonewhit  almllar  in  %!a 
STth  Rambler:  —  **  Therw  are  mtaide  eo  ImpatlcDt  of  infe> 
rlority.  that  tbefar  gratitude  ia  a  apedea  of  rerenge,  and  they 
return  bencfita,  not  because  recompence  ia  a  pleaaure.  txit 
becaoae  obligation  ia  a  pain.'*..  J.  BoawnL,  iou.  Thia  la, 
no  doubl,  **a  aomewhat  aimilar  aenUment;'*  but  in  the 
Rambler,  Johnson  mentlona  it  with  the  censure  it  deaerrea  • 
whereaa.  In  the  text,  be  la  repreaented  aa  applauding  It.* 
Such  an  obaenratlon  is  rery  Little  like  the  usual  good  mannera, 
good  nature,  and  good  senae  of  Sir  Joshua ;  and  we  cannot 
but  aoapect  the  authority,  whatever  it  waa,  on  which  Boawell 

admitted  thia  aneodote CaoEKK. 

*  Jane  Waitmrtoo,  second  wife  of  John  aecond  Doke  of 
Argyle.  Hia  Oiaoedled  in  1748.  She  aurrired  UU  1767.-. 
CaoKia. 

<  Mr.  Lanaton  was  only  15  when  the  Rambler  was  ter- 
mbiated.  having  been  bom  about  17S7.  and  be  entered  Tri- 
nity College,  Oxford.  July  7. 1757.    So  much  of  his  history 
ia  told  with  that  of  Dr.  Johnson's,  that  It  Is  unnecessary  to 
say  more  in  thia  place,  except  that  he  waa  remarkable  for  hia 
knowledge  of  Greek,  and  on  Dr.  Johnaon'a  death,  he  aoc- 
ceeded  him  »»  profesaor  of  ancfmt  literature  in  the  Royal 
Academy.     Be  died  on  the   10th  of  December,  IMl,  and 
waa  Imried  at  Soothamptoo.    The  following  deaerlption  of 
hia  peraoo  and  appearance  later  in  life  ia  interesting,  and 
ita  rBacmfolanee  la  confirmed  by  a  beautiftil  portrait  by  Rey- 
nolds, In  the  posseaaion  of  hia  family.    "  O I  that  we  ctmld 
aketch  him  with  his  mild  countenance,  his  elegant  ftaaturea, 
and  hia  sweet  amile,  sitting  with  one  1^  twisted  round  the 
other,  aa  If  fearing  to  occupv  more  apace  than  waa  equitable ; 
hia  person  inclining  forwara,  as  If  wanting  strength  to  support 
hia  height,  and  his  arms  crossed  over  hb  bosom,  or  hia 
hands  locked  together  on  fads  knee ;  his  oblong  gold-mounted 
snuflT-box,  taken  from  the  waistcoat  pocket  oppoaiie  hia  hand, 
and  either  remaining  between  his  flngert  or  set  by  Um  on  the 
table,  but  which  waa  never  naed  bot  when  Ma  mind  waa 
occupied  on  conreraatlon ;  ao  aoon  aa  conrenation  began, 
the  box  waa  produced.**  —  Wn  Bmvkim^M  Memoin,  vol.  H. 
in  382.— CacMtxa. 
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might,  with  atrict  propriety,  be  called.  Mr. 
Langton  was  exceedingly  surprised  when  the 
sage  first  appeared.  He  had  not  received  the 
smallest  intimation  of  his  figure,  dress,  or  man- 
ner. From  perusing  his  writings,  he  fiincied 
he  should  see  a  decent,  well-drcst,  in  short,  a 
remarkably  decorous  philosopher.  Instead  of 
which,  down  from  his  bedchamber  about  noon, 
came,  as  newly  risen,  a  huge  uncouth  figure, 
with  a  little  dark  wig  which  scarcely  covered 
his  head,  and  his  clothes  hanging  loose  about 
him.  But  his  conversation  was  so  rich,  so 
animated,  and  so  forcible,  and  his  religious  and 
political  notions  so  congenial  with  those  in 
which  Lanj^ton  had  been  educated,  that  he 
conceived  ^r  him  that  veneration  and  attach- 
ment which  he  ever  preserved.  Johnson  was 
not  the  less  ready  to  love  Mr.  Langton,  for  his 
being  of  a  very  ancient  family ;  for  I  have 
hearil  him  say,  with  pleasure,  ^  Langton,  Sir, 
has  a  grant  of  free -warren  from  Henry  the 
Second;  and  Cardinal  Stephen  Laneton,  in 
King  John's  reign,  was  of  this  family.*  * 

l£*.  Langton  afterwards  went  to  pursue  his 
studies  at  Trinity  College,  Oxford,  where  he 
formed  an  acquaintance  with  his  fellow-student., 
Mr.  Topham  Beauclerk*,  who,  though  their 
opinions  and  modes  of  life  were  so  different, 
that  it  seemed  utterly  improbable  that  they 
should  at  all  agree,  had  so  ardent  a  love  of 
literature,  so  acute  an  understanding,  such 
elegance  of  manners,  and  so  well  discerned  the 
excellent  qualities  of  Mr.  Langton,  a  gentle- 
man eminent  not  only  for  worth  and  learning, 
but  for  an  inexhaustible  fund  of  enter- 
taining conversaUon,  that  they  became  intimate 
friendif. 

Johnson,  soon  after  this  acquaintance  began, 
passed  a  considerable  time  at  Oxford.  He  at 
first  thought  it  strange  that  Langton  should 
associate  so  much  with  one  who  had  the  cha- 
racter of  being  loose,  both  in  his  principles  and 
practice ;  but,  by  degrees,  he  himself  was  fas- 
cinated. Mr.  ]ieauclerk*s  being  of  the  St. 
Al ban's  family,  and  having,  in  some  parti- 
culars, a  resemblance  to  Charles  the  Second, 
contributed,  in  Johnson's  imagination,  to  throw 
a  lustre  upon  his  other  qualities;  and,  in  a 
short  time,  the  m^ral^  pious  Johnson,  and  the 
gay,  dissipated  Beauclerk,  were  companions. 
^  What  a  coalition  I  (said  Garrick,  when  he 
heard  of  this  :)  I  shall  have  my  old  friend  to 
bail  out  of  the  Round-house.''  But  I  can  bear 
testimonr  that  it  was  a  very  a^eeable  associ- 
ation. Beauclerk  was  too  polite,  and  valued 
learning  and  wit  too  much,  to  offend  Johnson 


*  ll  U  to  be  vondrrrd  thirt  he  dM  not  al«o  mratfon  RIthop 
T^ng too.  «  dlttingul«hcd  brai*fartor  to  thr  cath«>«lr]|l  of  tJck" 

Jutd,  and  who  aUo  had  a  grimt  of  frre-warmi  ovf»r  hit  patri> 
moil  U I  tnhrrtuoce.  from  Kdward  I. ;  the  relation  ship  might 
f>rob«blf  be  M  clearljr  trarrd  in  the  one  rate  a«  in  the  otber. 
See  tliu-wood't  Hi»t**rw  <^  IJcJ^ld,  |v  139  —  Cai'Kts. 

•  Topham  UraucierK.  ooljr  ftoa  of  Lord  Sidney  Beaoelerk, 
third  tun  vi  the  flr*C  Di^e  of  St  Albana.  vaa  bom  In  1799, 
a*d  entered  Trinity  CoUeg*.  O&iprd,  in  November,  1757.  — 
Caoauu 


by  sallies  of  infidelity  or  licentionsness ;  and 
Johnson  delighted  in  the  good  qualities  of 
Beauclerk,  and  hoped  to  correct  the  evil.  In- 
numerable were  tne  scenes  in  which  Johnson 
was  amused  by  these  young  men.  Beauclerk 
could  take  more  liberty  with  him  than  any 
body  with  whom  I  ever  saw  him ;  but,  on  the 
other  hand,  Beauclerk  was  not  spared  by  his 
respectable  companion,  when  reproof  was  pro- 
per. Beauclerk  nad  such  a  propensity  to  satire, 
that  at  one  time  Johnson  said  to  him,  ^  You 
never  open  your  mouth  but  with  intention  to 
give  pain ;  and  you  have  oflen  given  me  pain, 
not  from  the  power  of  what  you  said,  but  from 
seeing  your  intention."  At  another  time  ap* 
phring  to  him,  with  a  slight  alteration,  a  line 
of  Pope,  he  said,  — 

**  Thy  love  of  folly,  and  thy  scorn  of  fools  ;*— > 

Every  thing  thou  dost  shows  the  one,  and  every 
thing  thou  say^st,  the  other."  At  another  time 
he  said  to  him,  **  Thy  bodv  is  all  vice,  and  thy 
mind  all  virtue."  Beauclerk  not  seeming  to 
relish  the  compliment,  Johnson  said,  "  Kay, 
Sir,  Alexander  the  Great,  marching  in  triumph 
into  Babylon,  could  not  have  desired  to  ha\  e 
had  more  said  to  him." 

Johnson  was  some  time  with  Beauclerk  at 
his  house  at  Windsor,  where  he  was  entertaiiuMl 
with  experiments  in  natural  philosophy^.  One 
Sunday,  when  the  weather  was  very  fine, 
Beauclerk  enticed  him,  insensibly,  to  saunter 
about  all  the  morning.  They  went  into  a 
churchyard,  in  the  time  of  divine  service,  and 
Johnson  laid  himself  down  at  his  ease  u}M»n 
one  of  the  tomb-stones.  ^Now,  Sir,  (siaiti 
Beauclerk)  you  are  like  Hogarth's  Idle  A|>> 
prentice."  When  Johnson  got  his  pension, 
Beauclerk  siud  to  him,  in  the  humorous  plim-e 
of  FaltttalT,  '^  I  hope  you'll  now  purge,  and  li\  o 
cleanly,  like  a  gentleman." 

One  night  when  Beauclerk  and  Langton  hud 
supped  at  a  tavern  in  London,  and  »at  ti'J 
about  three  in  the  morning,  it  came  into  tLeir 
heads  to  pro  and  knock  up  Johnson,  and  set;  it* 
they  could  prevail  on  him  to  join  them  in  a 
ramble.  Thej  rapped  violently  at  the  do«>r  ot' 
his  chambers  in  the  Temple,  till  at  lost  he  a|» 
peared  in  his  shirt,  with  liis  little  blark  wig  «  n 
the  top  of  hb  head,  instead  of  a  nightcu]*,  aial 
a  poker  in  his  hand,  imagining,  probably,  i h.it 
some  ruffians  were  coming  to  attack  hun.  When 
he  discovered  who  they  were,  and  was  t(4d 
their  errand,  he  smiled,  and  with  great  g<x^i. 
humour  agreed  to  their  proposal :  **  What,  15  it 
you,  you  dogs !     I'll  have  a  frisk  with  you."  • 


*  •*  Tomr  taate  of  fblliea,  nd  mt  acora  of  fnola. 

II  Jtfer.  Kp.  n« 

*  Trrhmpt  tome  experiments  tn  eleetriHtr.  »hirh  «  »%.  «t 
thlt  time,  a  fathinnable  ctinovlty :  K  canmit  he  mippo*e«l  tr  ac 
the  natural  phitocophjr  of  Mr.  Beanclerk'a  vtmairf'kmm^m^ 
went  very  deep.  — Caoitin. 

*  Johnton,  at  Mr.  Kemble  obaerret  to  me.  wlftrt  liere  Im«» 
had  In  hit  thought •  the  tiordt  of  Sir  John  Bnrte  (a  cb«r«ri«^ 
which,  tloQtrtleat.  he  had  awn  rfpreaenled  ^  Gamrk),  «H<« 
usei  nearly  tbe  momi  espraaakm  tai  **  Tbn  n<o««kad  VI IW  * 
Act  UL.  ae.  I .  ~  MaiAiia. 
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He  was  soon  drest,  and  they  sallied  forth  to* 
gether  into  CoTent-Garden,  where  the  green- 
grocers ami  fruitererB  were  beginning  to  arrange 
their  hampers,  juat  come  in  from  toe  conntrjr* 
Johnson  made  some  attempts  to  help  them;  but 
the  honest  gardeners  stared  so  at  his  fisare  and 
I  manner,  and  odd  interference,  that  he  soon 
saw  hts  services  were  not  relished.    They  then 
I  repaired  to  one  of  the  neighbouring  taverns, 
I  ami  maile  a  bowl  of  that  liquor  eall«l  Biskopj 
'  which  Johnson  had  always  liked*:  while,  m 
joyous  contempt  of  sleep,  from  which  he  had 
been  ronaed,  he  repeated  the  festive  linesi 

**  Short,  O  short  then  be  thy  reign. 
And  give  us  to  the  world  again  1  **  * 

They  did  not  stay  long,  but  walked  down  to 
the  Thames,  took  a  boat,  and  rowed  to  Billings- 
gate. Beauderk  and  Johnson  were  so  well 
pleased  with  their  amusement,  that  they  re- 
solved to  persevere  in  dissipation  for  the  rest 
of  the  day :  but  Langton  deserted  them,  being 
ei^aged  to  breakfast  with  some  yoimg  ladles. 
Johnson  scolded  htm  for  '*  leaving  his  social 
fiienda,  to  ffo  and  sit  with  a  set  of  wretched 
lai'idead  gins.**  Garrick,  being  told  of  this 
ramble,  said  to  him  smartly,  **I  heard  of^our 
frolic  toother  night.  You*ll  be  in  the  Chromde." 
Upon  which  Johnson  aflerwards  observed, 
^be  durst  not  do  such  a  thing.  His  wife 
would  not  let  him  1  **  ^  , 

He  entered  upon  this  year,  1753,  with  his 
usual  piety,  as  appears  from  the  following 
prayer,  which  I  transcribed  from  that  part  of 
ais  diary  which  he  burnt  a  few  days  before  his 
death: — 

<"  Jan.  1.  1753,  N.  &  ;  wliich  I  shall  use  for  the 


**  Ahnifdity  God,  who  hast  eontinued  my  life  to 
this  day,  grant  that,  by  the  assistance  of  thy  Holy 
Spirit,  I  may  improve  the  time  which  thou  shalt 
grant  mc^  to  my  eternal  salvation.  Make  me  to 
remenibcr,  to  thy  glory,  thy  judgmenu  and  thy 
mercies.  Make  me  so  to  consider  the  loss  of  my 
wife,  whom  tboa  hast  taken  from  me,  that  it  may 
djspoae  me,  by  thy  graee,  to  lead  the  residue  of  my 
life  in  tby  fear.  Grant  this,  O  Loan,  for  Jxsos 
CaaBT^s  sake.     AnunJ* 

He  now  relieved  the  drudgery  of  his  Diction* 
I  sry,  and  the  melancholy  of  his  grief,  by  taking 
I  sn  active  part  in  the  composition  of  **The 
i  AdTcntorer,**  in  which  he  began  to  write  April 
10^  marking  his  essays  with  the  signature  T., 

1  And  bad  the  gradtode  to  hamortallM  In  Ms  Dfetkmarv 
«  -  «  murtmre  ^  wime,  oramget,  and  Mwer.**— CaoKSB,  ISM. 

1  Xr.  Laaftoo  ha«  recollected,  or  Dr.  Johnion 
Ihe  pMaage  wrons.  The  Itnet  sre  in  Loid  *  ~ 
Drb&kiDc  Sons  to  Sleep,  and  run  thus :  -• 


lowne't 


*•  Short,  very  short,  be  then  thv  reign. 
For  I*m  tn  haste  to  latagh  and  drink  agafai.*' 

BOSWBLL. 

^  4t  Johaeoo'e  caenpanioB*  In  this  friHie  were  both  thirty 
9tBi  iwmger  than  be,  it  U  no  wonder  that  Garrlcli  should 
W  a  iftxle  alamed  at  sucb  extraraganoes.  Nor  can  we  belp 
eibaf  u.  tbe  pbiioeopber  of  ftf^  scoldfaig  a  young  man  of 
tveety  for  lUTteg  tbe  bad  imaU  to  prefer  the  company  of  a  set 
flf  i-Trtr*trf  Mt  ktca'd  girls.  Tbe  sarcastic  allusion  to  Gar- 
rtck's  JiaBiistlr  habits  sooms  a  little  inoooststeat  with  that 


by  which  most  of  his  papers  in  that  collection 
are  distinguished:  those,  however,  which  have 
that  signature,  and  also  that  of  Mymrgyrtu^ 
were  not  written  by  him,  but,  as  I  suppose, 
by  Dr.  Bathurst.  ^  Indeed,  Johnson*B  energy 
of  thought  and  richness  of  language  are  still 
more  decisive  marks  than  any  signature.  As 
a  proof  of  this,  my  readers,  I  ima^ne,  will  not 
doubt  that  Ko.  39.,  on  Sleep,  is  his;  for  it  not 
only  has  the  general  texture  and  colour  of  his 
style,  but  the  authors  with  whom  he  was  pecu* 
liarly  conversant  are  readily  introduced  in  it  in 
cursory  allusion.  The  translation  of  a  passage 
in  Statius  ^  quoted  in  that  paper,  and  marked 
C.  B.,  has  been  erroneously  ascribed  to  Dr. 
Bathurst,  whose  Christian  name  was  Richard. 
How  much  this  amiable  man  actually  contri* 
buted  to  **The  Adventurer,**  cannot  be  known. 
Let  me  add,  that  Hawkesworth*s  imitations  of 
Johnson  are  sometimes  so  happy,  that  it  is 
extremely  difficult  to  distin^ish  them  with 
certainty,  from  the  composition  of  his  great 
archetype.  Hawkeswortn  was  his  closest  imi- 
tator, a  circumstance  of  which  that  writer 
would  once  have  been  proud  to  be  told ;  though, 
when  he  had  become  elated  by  having  risen 
into  some  degree  of  consequence,  he,  in  a  con* 
versation  with  me,  had  the  provoking  effron- 
tery^ to  say  that  he  was  not  sensible  of  it. 

Johnson  was  truly  zealous  for  the  success  of 
'^The  Adventurer;**  and  very  soon  after  his 
engaging  in  it,  he  wrote  the  following  letter ; 

JOHNSON  TO  JOSEPH  WARTON. 

•«8th  March,  17U. 

"  Dc^a  SiE,  —  I  ought  to  have  written  to  you 
before  now,  but  I  ought  to  do  many  thingt  which 
I  do  not ;  nor  can  I,  indeed,  claim  any  merit  from 
this  letter ;  for  being  deiiired  by  the  authors  and 
proprietor  of  the  Adventurer  to  look  out  for 
another  hand,  my  thoughts  ncccsaarily  fixed  upon 
yon,  whose  fbnd  of  literature  will  enable  you  to 
assist  them,  with  very  little  interruption  of  your 
studies. 

**  They  desire  you  to  engage  to  furnish  tme 
paper  a  month,  at  two  guineas  a  paper,  which  you 
may  very  readily  perform.  We  have  considered 
that  a  paper  should  consist  of  pieces  of  imagina- 
tion, pictures  of  life,  and  disquisitions  of  literature* 
The  part  which  depends  on  the  imagination  is 
very  well  supplied,  as  you  will  find  when  you  read 
the  paper;  for  descriptions  of  life,  there  is  now 
a  treaty  almost  made  with  an  author  and  an 
authoress';  and  the  province  of  criticism  and  litera* 


almost  morbid  regret  which  Johnson  felt  so  loag  for  the  loss 
of  his  own  wife.  —  Caoaaa. 

*  See  the  note  on  next  page  as  to  Johnson's  and  Bathttrst*s 
share  tn  the  **AdifetUmrer.*' 

*  This  is  a  slight  inaccuracy.  The  Lathi  Sapphica  trans* 
Uted  bv  C.  B.  in  that  paper  were  written  by  Cowlej,  and  are 
tn  his  fourth  book  on  Plants. — Malonb. 

*  EHWmterr  Is  too  offensive  a  term  for  the  occasion.  The 
improved  stf  le  of  Dr.  Johnson  in  the  Idler  might  as  well  be 
said  to  be  borrowed  from  the  Adventurer,  as  that  of  the  Ad- 
venturer from  the  Rambler.  Johnson  and  Hawhesworth 
mav  have  influenced  each  other,  and  jet  either  might  sajr* 
witnout  iffi-onierp^  that  he  was  not  consdous  of  It.— Caoaaa. 

7  Mr.  Malone  here  added  a  long  note,  surmising  that  this 
author  and  authoress  were  Henry  Fielding  and  nis  liiter  i 
but  he  produces  no  proof,  and  seems  to  admit,  that  even  if  thej 
were  the  persons  meant,  they  never  contributed. — CaOEia. 


tart  thtj  mtm  very  d«ifoys  to  awign  to  the  oon- 
maotnftor  oa  Virgil. 

**  I  hop*  this  proposal  will  not  be  rejected,  and 
that  the  next  post  will  bring  us  your  eompliancc 
1  speak  as  one  of  the  fraternit  j,  though  1  have  no 
part  in  the  paper,  bejood  now  and  then  a  motto ; 
but  two  of  the  writers  are  my  particular  friends, 
and  I  ho;>e  the  pleasure  of  seeing  a  third  united  to 
them,  will  not  be  denied  to,  dear  Sir,  your  moat 
obedient  and  most  hutnMe  scrrant, 

**  Sam.  Johnson.** 

The  coofleqnenoe  of  thia  letter  was,  Dr. 
Warton*!  enriching  the  collection  with  aeyeral 
admirable  essays.* 

Johnson's  sajing,  **I  have  no  part  in  the 
paper,  beyond  now  and  then  a  motto,**  maj 
seem  inconsistent  with  his  being  the  author  of 
tiie  ptpcra  marked  T.  Bui  he  had,  at  this 
time,  written  only  one  number  ^ ;  and  besides, 
even  at  any  after  period,  he  might  have  used 
the  same  expression,  considering  it  as  a  point 
of  honour  not  to  own  them;  for  Mrs.  Williams 
told  me  that,  **  as  he  had  given  those  Essays  to 
Dr.  Bathurst,  who  sold  them  at  two  gumeas 


<  In  thil  place,  though  out  of  order  of  dat^,  maj  be  girra 
(frooB  Wooll'i  L^e  </  Wmrtom),  JohnMm's  letter  to  him  oo 
IU«  ooBduaioo  of  tho  Ad? eaturer  :  — 

JOHNSON  TO  JOSEPH  WARTON. 

*«Mi]Careb,l7M. 

**  DBAS  Sis,  —1  cannot  bat  ooogratulate  jroo  opoo  tho  con- 
clnakm  of  a  vork.  in  which  joii  have  borne  to  great  a  part 
with  M  ranch  reputatioa  1  Iromediatolj  determined  that 
yinir  nanio  akould  be  meotlooed,  but  the  paper  havinff  b(«n 
»oro«  time  wrfttpn,  Mr.  Hawketwofth,  I  euppoae.  did  not 
cara  Co  diaoffdar  ita  t«st,  and  thrrefore  put  your  eulogy  In  a 
note.  Ha  and  every  other  man  mentions  your  papcrt  of 
erItlcUm  with  great  oonmeadatioo,  though  noc  with  graater 
than  they  deaerra. 

"  But  now  little  can  we  renture  to  exntt  In  anr  Intellectual 
powera  or  literary  attainmenta,  when  we  consider  the  con- 
ditloo  of  poor  Colllni !  I  knew  him  a  few  jears  ago  full  of 
hopee  and  full  of  pn49ti;  varied  in  many  languagaa.  high  in 
fancy,  and  ilroiig  In  retention.  Tltli  butv  and  forcibla  mind 
h  now  midar  the  govemmeot  of  thoae  who  lately  would  not 
have  been  aMe  to  ooropreheod  thr  l**au  and  mu«t  narrow  of 
it*  dealgna.  What  do  >ou  hear  of  him  ?  are  tticrr  hopes  of 
hU  recovery  ?  or  is  be  to  past  the  remainder  of  his  life  to 
misery  and  degradation  —  perhaps  with  compkta  coaadoua- 
nass  of  his  cabunity '/ 

"  You  have  flattered  ua.  dear  Sir,  for  some  time,  wUh  hopes 
of  seeing  you  :  when  you  come  vou  will  Sad  your  reputation 
loereasad,  aad  with  It  the  kindocaa  of  thoaa  fri4*nda  who  do 
not  envy  youi  for  suroeas  always  produces  either  lova  or 
hatred.  1  enter  my  name  among  thoae  that  lore,  and  love 
you  more  and  more  In  proportion  aa  by  writing  aaora  you  are 
saore  known ;  sad  belleva,  that  as  you  coaiiuue  to  dlffbso 
among  us  your  Integrity  and  learning.  I  shall  be  still  with 
greater  aateem  and  aflectlon,  dear  Sir.  your  most  obedlaot 
and  moal  hamble  servant.      Sam.  Jounaoji.**  —  Cao&aa. 

*  The  Author,  I  conceive.  Is  here  in  an  error.  He  bad  be- 
Ibre  HMed,  that  Jolmson  began  to  write  In  **  The  Advcn- 
larar**  eo  Anrtl  lOih  (when  No.4flL  waa  published )^bove  a 
month  after  the  data  of  his  letter  to  Dr.  Warton.  The  two 
papers  published  previouslr  with  the  slgnatura  T.  and  sab* 
aeribed  MTaAHiTBOa(No.  M.aad  41.),wera  written.  I  beUavoL 
ty  UminiU  Thoratoii,  who  ooniributed  also  tho  papers  signed 
A.  This  iaibnaalioa  1  reeaivad  several  years  ago.  but  do 
net  precisely  remember  from  whom  1  dartved  IL  I  btiiave, 
towever.  my  Informer  waa  Dr.  Wartoo. 

Wkh  rwpett  to  No.  9..  on  Sleep,  which  oar  anther  has 
ascribed  to  Johnson,  ereo  If  It  wera  wrfltaa  by  him,  U 
would  not  be  InconslstaBt  with  his  iUtamant  to  Dr.  War- 
Ion  t  Cor  it  appeared  oo  Harch  SOth.  naar  n  Cartnlght  after 
the  d«te  of  Juhitton's  lrtt'*r  to  that  gentleoaaa.  But  oo  coo* 
ahlrrtog  It  alteoitvrly.  though  the  style  bears  a  atrong  resem* 
bUoce  to  that  of  Jo<iii»<in.  I  believe  it  waa  written  by  his 
Iriefid  Dr.  Hatliirst,  aoil  jiorh.tps  touched  in  a  (fw  p|.icr«  by 
Johntim.  Mr.  Ik>tw>il  hu  o*  m  rf  ivl.  that  **t)iu  pjper  mu 
oolr  1ms  the  gencr*!  texture*  «ii>.  •  o'our  of  his  st>'.t>.  liuc  thr 
Mitlinrs  with  whom  tie  w«s  pi-*-  *  i  trir  conrprsaiit  Arv  n-  ntly 
totrtnlnTri  In  it,  la  cursory  a«ia»to>«."      Now  the  ttUkho/s 


each,  he  nerer  would  own  them;  naj,  be  lued 
to  say  he  did  not  tcrite  them:  but  the  fact  was, 
that  he  dictated  them,  while  Bathurst  wrote.** 
I  read  to  him  Mrs.  Williams's  account :  he 
smiled,  and  said  nothinff. 

I  am  not  quite  satisned  with  the  casuistry  * 
bj  which  the  productions  of  one  person  are  thus 
passed  upon  the  world  for  the  productions  of 
another.  I  allow  that  not  only  knowledge^ 
but  powers  and  qualities  of  mind,  may  be  com- 
municated; but  the  actual  effect  of  individual 
exertion  never  can  be  transferred,  with  truth, 
to  anjr  other  than  its  own  original  cause.  One 
person's  child  may  be  made  the  child  of  another 
person  by  adoption,  as  among  the  Romans,  or 
py  the  ancient  Jewish  mode  of  a  wife  having 
cnildren  bom  to  her  upon  her  knees,  by  hor 
handmaid.  But  these  were  children  in  a  dif- 
ferent sense  from  that  of  nature.  It  was  clearly 
understood  that  they  were  not  of  the  blood  of 
their  nominal  parents.  So  in  literar)-  children, 
an  author  may  gire  the  profits  and  fume  of  iil5 
composition  to  another  man,  but  c:mnot  mnke 
that  other  the  real  author.  A  Highland  geDtle- 
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tloned  In  thai  paper  are  Footenelle.  MUton.  Ramsxitu. 
Madle.  Scuderl,  Swift,  Homer,  Barretter.  Statius.  Covl  t. 
and  Mr  Thomas  Browne.  With  many  of  these,  douUleu, 
Johnson  was  partlcularljr  ooorersant ;  tnit  1  doubt  wh<-tiit  he 
would  have  characterised  the  expression  quoted  from  ^»ift 
aa  Hegmmi;  and  with  the  works  of  Ramaxshii  k  is  ^*n  ttn- 
probable  that  tie  should  bare  been  acquainted.  Ban.sinoi 
was  a  celebrated  physician.  «ho  died  at  Padua  in  1714,  at  :i>c 
age  of  SI ;  with  whose  writings  Dr.  Bathurst  may  bf  up- 
poaed  to  hare  been  coaveraant.  So  alao  with  respect  to  ('>««• 
ley :  Johnson,  without  doubt,  had  read  his  Latin  yotm  on 
plants  I  but  Bath urat's  profession  probably  led  him  to  nii 
t  with  more  attention  than  his  friend  had  given  to  it ;  a-d 
Cowley's  eulogy  on  the  rueev  would  more  readily  oroir  tu 
the  naturalist  and  the  physician,  than  to  a  more  frn^sl 
reader.  I  belleTe.  howerer,  that  the  last  paraera(-h  vi  i^r 
paper  on  Steep,  lo  which  Sir  Thomaa  Browne  is  quntMf  tit 
show  the  propriety  of  prayer,  before  we  lie  down  to  rnv.  ass 
added  by  Johnson.  —  MAi.ie(t. 

There  Is  a  great  confiuion.  and.  aa  It  seems,  several  ernM-t. 
In  Mr.  Boawell's  and  Mr.  Malone's  accouaa  of  J(>ht.u>c'i 
share  in  the  Adventurer,  but  It  may  be  conftdeutljr  ^^t^^*  ^ 
on  tho  evidence  of  Hawkins  {ante,  p.  tS.  n  I  ).  of  I>r  y<  f- 
ton,  and  oa  Johnson's  own  cuufissalon  to  Mtas  B<vtti  •« 
(Lettera,  p.  48.).  that  he  wrote  aid  thoao  marked  »  ^i<  >'• 
signature  T^  of  which  No.  ?I9.  on  Sleep  Is  one.  l>i'  ' 
difflculty  Is,  that  on  the  Sth  March  he  tells  Dr.  Warton  i-  «< 
he  had** no  part  In  the  paper,"  one  of  the  latter*  w  Hi- 
sargynia,  marked  T.,  having  been  published  oo  the  3d  ^* 
Johnson,  whether  he  rare  some  of  these  cssavt  to  l^- 
Bathurst  or  not,  probably  did  not  oonalder  himaelf  m  ha*  of. 
by  the  writing  onr  letter,  a  part—  that  Is.  m  mritpnrLMrj,  o* 
TftpomMible  part  —  in  the  paper ;  and  even  if  the  Irttrri  tr.-. 
dpally  in  ouestlon  had  not  had  the  mark  T.,  the  (•••u*'-'* 
signature  Mgattrggnu  would  have  been  eriough  to  )ea>l  •> ' ' 
suspect  thai  they  were  Johnson's.  Almost  all  the  dmh^. 
whether  of  mea  or  woa^n,  aAaed  to  th<*  letters  hi  tbr  IUa- 
bier  and  idler  are  of  the  same  class  ;  and.  after  all,  tbc  l«ttrf 
lo  Warton  aaay  be  aslsdaied.  •.-  Caoata. 

*  Mr.  Boawell's  rcprehoaaloa  of  this  muialry  serm*  .^^ 
and  candid.    A  man  may  undoMbtcdlr  sell  the  «orkt  •  >  '  ■* 
mind  aa  well  aa  of  his  hands,  but  In  neicKer  rase  tmnjaU^*  «* 
(which  might  become  A««d)  be  imtiAM.    lX4l«i.>«i  »•    ■> 
nava  had  a  perfect  right  to  present  a  friend  wtlh  onv  <>'  :  * 
Instruaseott  to  be  sold  to  that  friend's  advaniagi\  '<«  ^' 
would  not  have  been  justiflable  in  allowing  another  mo^' '  '■ 
uae  his  name.     If  a  publisher  had,  on  the  strength  •  i  ''   "' 
papers  io  the  Adventurer,  oiTerrd  I)r   Bathur»t  a  U'J'  ' 
for  a  literary  wurk,  could  Johnton  have  posstbh  a«  \^'* 
io  such  a  mistake  ?    But  after  all.  it  may  be  tlou  <  d  i-  •' 
Johnson  did  give  up  aU  hit  iharc  of  thi>  prnSts  of  t*"*    ^^- 
venturer  lo  Dr.   Batliurat.  whn,   liun*elf.  wrote  th«  t-r^*^ 
markpil  A.,  (or  Johncon  was  at  tins  {irnod  in  gr<.ki  \^ 
diUrcst—grratrr.  Wf>  ni.iy  suppotr,  than  Hal  bur  »t  ua*    ^  ' 

be  in.  Mr.  Chalmcri  treat*  Uto  it|(hllt  Dr.  JuhnMXi  •  »  •] 

ac<]Uie«cence  in  Mrs.  WuliaoHS  »tA  em«>nC  :  "  Dr.  Jo' 
sa) s  h«,  **  probaltli  »nii)od  to  mw  liii  f i  irnd  puiili  i 
witii  a  dllBciillf  whtih  a  pUiit  qitrs'too  cimtU  •<■  a   ■'     >     *^ 
have  raa»ov«d.''     ikU.  £s*.  vol.  xxm.  p.  a*.  -.  L.^ksa. 
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mo,  •  jounger  branch  of  a  familj,  once  con- 
nked  me  if  ae  could  not  validly  purchase  the 
dueftaJiuhip  of  hts  family,  from  the  chief  who 
V10  irilliD^  to  sell  it.  I  told  him  it  was  impoa- 
fible  for  hun  to  acquire,  by  purchase,  a  right  to 
be  I  di&rent  perM>n  from  what  he  realhr  was; 
ftr  that  the  ri^ht  of  chieflainahip  attached  to 
the  blood  of  primogenitore,  and,  therefore,  was 
loc^wble  of  being  transferred.  I  added,  that 
thottjvh  Eaan  sold  his  birthright,  or  the  advan- 
tigei  belonging  to  it,  he  still  remuned  the  first- 
bwn  <^  his  parents ;  and  that  whatever  agree- 
nest  a  chief  might  make  with  any  of  the  dan, 
tke  Heralds*  C^oe  could  not  admit  of  the 
netamorphoBis,  or  with  any  decency  attest  that 
the  joui^ger  was  the  dder:  but  I  did  not  con- 
Tinee  the  worthy  gentleman. 

Johmon'i  papers  in  the  Adventurer  are  very 
simihr  to  those  of  the  Bambler;  but,  being 
ntber  more  varied  in  their  subjects  \  and 
being  mixed  with  essays  by  other  writers,  upon 
topics  more  generally  attractive  than  even  the 
moit  elegant  ethical  discourses,  the  sale  of  the 
work,  at  first,  was  more  extensive.  Without 
mesnine,  however,  to  depreciate  the  Adven- 
tver,  I  must  obacrve,  that  as  the  value  of  the 
Rambler  came,  in  the  progress  of  time,  to  be 
better  known,  it  grew  upon  the  public  estim»- 
tioo,  and  that  its  aale  has  far  exceeded  that  of 
iBj  other  periodical  papers  since  the  reign  of 
Quaefi  Anne. 

In  one  of  the  books  of  his  diary  I  find  the 
&Qowing  entry: 

'Apr.  S.  J75S.  I  b^an  the  second  vol.  of  my 
Dictioxujy,  room  being  left  in  the  first  for  Prc&ce, 
Gmnmsr,  sad  History,  none  of  them  yet  begun. 

*0  God,  wbo  bast  hitherto  supported  me,  enable 


■  Dr.  Mmmm  lovervd  and  wuMvbat  dlwniMd  hit  Mjto. 
"  *niJBff  tbt  Adrentoren,  In  order  that  hli  papers 


pMfar  tiNMe 
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might 
of  Dr.  BathartC,  to  whom  bo  eontlgotd  the 

I  HavkMvortfa*t  opiokm.  —  Bubmkt. 
rcrr  iroprolMble:  it  b  much  more  likdy  that, 
,  -  J  ferKnf  that  a  lighter  ftirle  was  better  Milted  to 
*^  eHayt,  he,  wHh  bis  natural  good  sente,  fell  a  Uttlo  Into 
^  arinr  maocr  of  hts  eoUeagoes.  ~  Cbokir. 

' "  Sir  Charica  GraodlMo,"  which  was  ortginallr  published 
^  meemlve  volooMa.  This  relates  to  the  nxth  and  seyenth 
*fll<i«ei..CaoKtt. 

. '  RkhardsoQ  adopted  Johnson's  fatoC  ;  for.  In  17SS.  ho  pub- 
wed  IB  oetsvo,  ~A  CollocSioo  of  the  moral  and  instruetiTt 
^'^tHBcnta,  VaxlnM,  <3aations,  and  Reflections,  eontalned  fat 
w*  Hhtorics  of  Pamela,  Clarissa,  and  Sir  Charles  Grandtson, 
'fcMed  ander  proper  beads."  It  b  remarkable^  that  both 
to  (Ui  book,  and  to  the  first  two  volumes  of  Clarissa,  Is  pre- 
tuA  a  PrsCaea  «v  m  friemd.  The  "fHeod,**  in  thU  latter 
^Xsaet.  vas  the  oeli^rated  Dr.  WarlMirtou —  Maloms. 
<  Or.  Wsfton.  hi  a  tetter  to  his  brother,  7th  June.  179, 
91,  "  I  want  to  aee  Charlotte  Lenox's  book  ;**  upon  whidi 
«.  WonO,  In  his  hijt  of  Wartem,  adds  this  snivnote :  **  This 
f^ivatlf  leaned  lady  translated  the  Enchiridion  of  Epie. 
>t«,  aad  the  Greek  theatre  of  Le  Pdre  BruxDOT"'-l4fe  tf 
'  P-  97.    Poor  Krs.  Lenox  had  no  dalm  to  the  title  of 


a  eaiweatlf  leamad  ladjr.**  She  did  ml  translate  Epic- 
"*<■ :  sad  her  translation  from  the  Fremek  of  Bromojr  was 
l^^fobUAed  till  I7S9.  It  was  probably  her  above-mentioned 
ant  OQ  Sbakspeare  that  Dr.  Warton  was  deslroos  of  seeing 

r^'  ^v'lo^  Lenox  was  bom  In  ITU.  Her  Ihther, 
^^*nd  Samsar.  Ueutenant-Govemor  of  New  York,  sent 
^  Ptr  to  England  at  the  age  of  flftcen :  but,  unfortunately, 
^  Kistive  to  whose  care  she  was  consigned  was  either  dead 
«  is  «  ttatt  of  hisanltv  on  Hits  Ramsari  arrival.  A  ladj 
f^  beard  of.  and  pttled  10  extraordinary  a  disappointmeut, 
Z!?***^  I^f  Hoc^ingham  In  the  fate  of  Miss  Barosar ; 
^the  reiQlt  was,  tliat  she  was  received  into  her  ladyship's 
^uj,  where  she  remained  till  she  fancied  that  a  gentleman 


me  to  proceed  in  this  labour,  and  in  the  whole  task 
of  my  present  state ;  that  when  I  shall  render  up, 
at  the  last  day,  an  account  of  the  talent  committed 
to  me,  I  may  receive  pardon,  for  the  sake  of  Jxsos 
CaajsT.     Amen,** 

JOHNSON  TO  RICHARDSON. 

**9Gth  Sept.  1793. 

"  Da.\a  Sia,  —  I  return  you  my  sinccrest  thanks 
for  the  volumes  of  your  new  work ' ;  but  it  is  a 
kind  of  tyrannieal  kindness  to  give  only  so  much  at 
a  time,  as  makes  more  longed  for ;  but  that  will 
probably  bethought,  even  of  the  whole,  when  you 
have  given  it. 

**  I  have  no  objection  but  to  the  prefiioe.  In  which 
you  first  mention  the  letters  as  ftllen  by  some 
chance  into  your  hands,  and  afterwards  mention 
your  health  as  such,  that  you  almost  despaired  of 
going  through  your  plan.  If  you  were  to  require 
my  opinion  which  part  ahould  be  changed,  I 
should  he  inclined  to  the  suppression  of  that  part 
which  seems  to  disclaim  the  composition.  What  is 
modesty,  if  it  deserts  from  truth?  Of  what  use  is 
the  disguise  by  which  nothing  is  concealed  ? 

**  You  must  fi>rgive  this,  b^use  it  is  meant  well. 

**  I  thank  you  onoe  more,  dear  Sir,  for  your 
books ;  but  cannot  I  prevail  this  time  for  an  index? 
— such  I  jriithed,  and  shall  wish,  to  Clarissa.* 
Suppose  that  in  one  volimie  an  accurate  index  was 
made  to  the  three  works  —  but  while  I  am  writing 
an  objection  arises  —  such  an  index  to  the  three 
would  look  like  the  preclusion  of  a  fi>urth,  to  which 
I  will  never  contribute;  for  if  I  cannot  benefit 
mankind,  I  hope  never  to  injure  them.  I  am.  Sir, 
your  most  oUiged  and  most  humble  servant, 

"  Sax.  Johxsok.*' 

He  this  year  favoured  Mrs.  Lenox  with  a 
Dedication*  to  the  Earl  of  Orrery,  of  her 
'*  Shakspeare  Illustrated.**  ^ 


who  visited  at  the  boose  had  become  etumoored  of  her : 
though  slie  is  said  to  have  been  very  plain  in  tier  person. 
This  fancied  passion  led  her  into  some  extravagsnciei  of 
vanity  and  jealousy,  which  terminated  her  residence  with 
Lady  Rodtingham.  Her  moral  character,  however,  was  never 
impeached,  and  she  obtained  some  cimntenance  and  protection 
fhmi  the  Duchess  of  Newcastle ;  but  was  chiefly  dppendent 
for  a  livelihood  on  her  own  literary  exertions.  In  1747,  she 
published  a  volume  of  poems,  and  became,  probably  about  that 
Ume.  known  to  Mr.  Strahan,  the  printer,  in  consequence  of 
which  she  became  acquainted  with  and  married  a  Bar.  I>nox, 
who  was  ha  Mr.  Strahan's  employ,  but  in  what  capacitv  is  not 
known-  She  next  published,  in  1751,  the  novel  of  Harriot 
Stuart,  in  which  it  is  supposed  she  gave  her  own  history. 
The  Duchess  of  Newcastle  honoured  her  by  standing  god* 
mother  to  her  ilrst  child,  who  was  called  Henrietta  HoUes, 
and  did  her  the  nuve  substantial  benefits  of  procuring  for 
Mr.  Lenox  the  place  of  tidewalter  in  the  Customs,  and  for 
herself  an  anartment  in  Somerset  House.  Nothing  more  is 
remembered  of  Mr.  Lenox,  except  that  he,  at  a  later  period 
of  life,  put  forward  some  daim  to  a  Scottish  peerage.  Mrs. 
Lenox  lost  her  apartments  by  the  pulling  down  or  Somerset 
House;  and.  In  the  latter  part  01  her  life,  was  reduced  to 
areat  distreu.  Besides  her  aoquaiotance  with  Dr.  Johnson 
(who  was  always  extremely  kind  to  her),  and  other  literary 
cluu«cters,  she  liad  the  good  fortune  to  become  acquainted, 
at  if  r.  Strahan's,  wllh  the  late  Right  Hon.  George  Rose,  who 
liberally  assisted  her  In  the  latter  years  of  her  life  —  particu- 
larly iu  her  last  illness,  and  was  at  the  expense  of  her  burial 
in  the  beginning  of  Januaiy,  1804— For  most  of  the  fore- 
going details,  I  am  indebted  to  my  friend  the  Right  Hon.  Sir 
George  Rose,  whme  venerable  mother  still  (1831)  remembers 
Mrs.  I.<enox.  —  Hawkins  eives  a  graphic  account  of  a  John, 
aonian  orgy  In  honour  of  Mrs.  I^nox.  — 

"  Mrs.  Lenox,  a  lady  now  well  known  to  the  literary  world, 
had  written  a  novel,  entitled  *  The  Life  of  Harriot  Stuart,' 
which  in  the  spring  of  1751  was  re/uly  for  publication.  One 
evening  at  th«  [Ivr  Lane]  Club.  Johnson  proposed  to  ns  the 
celebrating  tlie  birth  of  Mrs.  Lenox's  first  literary  child,  as 

G  2 


84 


BOSWELL'S  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


l7o4. 


CHAPTER  XL 
1754. 

Mnmm't  **  Life  of  Cave.'*^  The  Dtetumary,-^ 
Lord  ChetterJIehL  —  Hie  aUeped  Stglect.  — 
Letter  to  Lard  ChtsierJItid.  —  BoHMpbroke'e  Worke. 
^  Joktuom  vieite  Oxford,  —  WarUm*9  ReeoUeetiome, 
-^  Sir  Robert  Chamber*.  —  Letterf  to  WarUm. 
•^CoUime. 

Lf  1754  I  can  trace  nothinf^  published  bjhim, 
except  his  niimben  of  the  Adventurer,  and 
**The  Life  of  Edward  Cave,"  in  the  Gentle- 
nian*8  Mawine  for  February.  In  biographj 
tliere  can  oe  no  qaestiou  that  he  excelled,  oe- 
yond  all  who  have  attempted  that  spcciea  of 
composition;  upon  which,  indeed,  he  set  the 
hijrhcst  value.  To  the  minute  selection  of 
characteristical  circumstances  *,  for  which  the 
ancients  were  remarkable,  he  added  a  philoso- 
phical research,  and  tlic  most  perspicuous  and 
energetic  language.  Cave  was  certainly  a  man 
of  estimable  qualities,  and  was  eminently  dili- 

Sent  and  successful  in  his  own  business,  which, 
oubtless,  entitled  him  to  respect.  But  he  was 
peculiarly  fortunate  in  bein^  recorded  by 
Johnson;  who,  of  the  narrow  life  of  a  printer 
and  publisher,  without  any  digressions  or  ad- 
ventitious circumstances,  has  nuide  an  interest- 
inland  ajpeeable  narrative. ' 

The  Dictionary,  we  may  believe,  afforded 
Johnson  full  occupation  this  year.  As  it  ap- 
proached to  its  conclusion,  he  probably  worked 
with  redoubled  vigour,  as  seamen  increase 
their  exertion  and  alacrity  when  they  have  a 
near  prospect  of  their  haven. 

Lord  chesterfield,  to  whom  Johnson  had  paid 
the  high  compliment  of  addressing  to  his  lord- 
ship the  plan  of  his  Dictionary,  h£l  behaved  to 


hp  calM  hfr  book,  bf  «  wboU  nifbt  iprtit  in  frttlvltj.  Upon 
hit  m^nrlonlnK  U  to  me.  I  told  him  I  had  never  Mt  up  • 
whole  nif bt  In  mjr  life ;  but  he  rontfnainff  to  prcu  me.  and 
Mjioir.  that  I  tbould  And  great  delight  In  It.  I.  a«  did  all  the 
rest  of  our  companjr.  contented.  The  place  appointed  waa 
the  I>e*il  Tavern,  and  there,  ahont  the  hour  of  eight,  Mr*. 
h^nttx  and  her  hiuband.  and  a  lady  of  her  acquaintance,  ttlJI 
[I7N•^]  living,  ac  alao  the  rlub,  and  friends  to  the  number  of 
nrar  iventT.  aMembled.  The  lupper  was  elegant,  and  John- 
ton  had  directed  that  a  magnlBcrnt  hot  apple«ple  ahouM 
mahe  a  part  of  It,  and  tbU  be  would  bava  ituck  with  bar 
leavrt,  becaute,  lortooth.  Mr«.  I..enox  waa  an  authoreu,  and 
had  written  vertea :  and  Anther,  he  had  prepared  for  her  a 
crown  of  iaurel.  with  which,  but  not  till  he  had  Invoked  tbo 
Mu»>*«  bf  lome  ceremonirt  of  hit  own  Invention,  he  encircled 
her  brnwt.  The  nif  ht  paated,  at  mutt  be  Imagined,  In  plea- 
tant  ronv(*riation  and  barmleu  mirth,  Intermmaled,  at  dlf- 
frrmt  i>rrindi,  with  the  refrrfhmentt  of  coffee  and  tea.  About 
fltr.  John»nn*t  bc^thfme  with  meridian  tfrirndiur,  though 
hit  (I rink  had  brrn  onlv  lemonade  ;  but  the  far  greater  pari 
of  the  roinpuny  had  oeterted  the  colours  of  Bacrhut.  and 
werv  with  dinruiiy  rallied  to  partake  of  a  tecood  refr<*«hment 
of  r<»fr.*r,  which  waa  icarrelv  ended  when  the  day  began  to 
dtvn.  rhit  phrnommnn  began  to  put  lit  tn  mind  of  our 
rr>  k'i«i>n7  :  Imt  the  waltert  mrrr  all  to  nverrome  with  sleep, 
tli.ii  It  «.!•  t«<>  hours  brfore  a  bill  ruuld  he  had.  and  it  was 
n<*t  till  lie  If  riiiht  rh4t  the  creakmg  of  the  street  door  gave 
the  i'  "  tl  for  our  dopurture."  —  ('eoKCa. 

I    I  hi«  li  04't  John»4in*i  appronnate  praise :  and.  Indeed, 
bis  WAUt  of  attention  to  details  is  his  greatest,  if  not  bis  onlj, 


him  in  such  a  manner  as  to  excite  his  contempt 
and  indignation.  The  world  has  been  for  many 
years  aroused  with  a  story  confidently  told,  and 
as  confidently  repeated  with  additional  cirruin. 
stances,  that  a  sudden  disgust  was  taken  by 
Johnson  upon  occasion  of  his  having  been  one 
day  kept  long  in  waiting  in  his  lordsn)p*s  ante- 
chamber, for  which  the  reason  assi^pied  was 
that  he  had  company  with  him;  and  that  at 
last,  when  the  door  opened,  out  walked  CoIIey 
Cibber;  and  that  Johnson  was  so  violently 
provoked  when  he  found  for  whom  he  had  been 
so  long  excluded,  that  he  went  away  in  a 
passion,  and  never  woiUd  return.  I  remember 
naving  mentioned  this  story  to  Creor^  Lord 
LytteTton,  who  told  me  he  was  very  mtimate 
with  Lord  Chesterfield;  and,  holding  it  as  a 
well-known  truth,  defended  Lord  Chesterfield 
by  saving,  that  *^  Cibber,  who  had  been  intro- 
duced familiarly  by  the  back-stairs,  had  pro- 
bably not  been  there  above  ten  minutes.**  It 
may  seem  strange  even  to  entertain  a  doubt 
concerning  a  story  so  long  and  so  widely 
current,  and  thus  implicitly  adopted,  if  not 
sanctioned,  by  the  authority  which  I  have 
mentioned;  but  Johnson  himself  assured  me, 
that  there  was  not  the  least  foundation  fur 
it.  ^  He  told  me,  that  there  never  was  anr 
particular  incident  which  produced  a  quanvl 
netween  Lord  Chesterfield  and  him;  but  that 
his  lordship*8  continued  neglect  was  the  reas4>n 
why  ho  resolved  to  have  no  connection  with 
him. 

When  the  Dictionary  was  upon  the  eve  of 
publication.  Lord  Chesterfield,  who,  it  is  faid, 
nad  flattered  himself  with  expectations  that 
Johnson  would  dedicate  the  work  to  hiro, 
attempted,  in  a  courtlv  manner,  to  soothe  an<l 
insinuate  himself  with  the  sage,  conscious  a^ 
it  should  seem,  of  the  cold  indifference  with 
which  he  had  treated  its  learned  author;  and 
further  attempted  to  conciliate  him,  by  writio}: 
two  papers  in  ^  The  World,**  in  recommend- 


fault,  as  a  biograpbcr.  In  the  wholo  Life  of  Savage  there  i 
but  one  date  —  the  Mrth  of  Savago ~and  that  dale  I*  •  r  4i« 
and  no  one,  from  Ms  Lite  ol  Cowe,  would  have  Imagined  cMt 
Cave  (aa  appears  from  Vbm  same  iKter,  quoted  ontf .  p-  <^.  n- ' 
bad  been  Invited  to  meet  the  Prinoo  and  Princess  of  >^*v* 
at  a  country  house.  Several  detalb  and  eorrectloos  of  rrrark 
wiUi  which  be  waa  (umbhed  for  hia  Uvea  of  the  Poru.  •m 
wholly  neglected.  But,  to  truth,  "ttao  mteute  sele<(i<H>  <• 
cbaFMterlaUc  drcumstanoas  **  waa  nolther  the  sty le  of  J<>l  *«*<  *> 
nor  the  fashion  of  hU  day,  and  Mr.  BoawoU  htmsetf  ha*,  nr^' 
than  anr  other  writer,  contributed  to  crMto  the  pubhc  tasb 
lor  biographical  details.  —  CaoKsn. 

*  The  Introductory  passafe  to  thia  ZjMt  It,  1  know  net  *bi 
omitted  In  all  cdltiooi  of  7ohnson*a  Worka.  It  ouf  bt  to  b 
restored.    See  Gent,  Hog.,  vol.  SL  p.  U.  ~  Caoaia. 

>  Hawkins,  who  lived  much  with  Johnson  about  thli  p'^w 
attributes  the  breach  befaan  blm  and  Lord  ilieslrrttrid  I 
theoffmce  Ijaken  by  Johnson  at  beinc  kept  walilnf  d^mrf 
visit  of  Ciblirr'si  and  Jobnaoo  htansoir.  In  his  cetW"*'' 
letter,  seems  to  give  colour  to  thla  lattor  opinion.  Hr  **T* 
"  It  !•  seven  years  since  I  wmiied  As  pomr  emttr  nwaw.  or  «i 


rrvmUed/rvm  fomrdoor  '•    These  oxpressions  certain  J  t  p« 
colour  to  •'the  long  current  and  Implicitly  arfopifd  u.  n 


as  told  bv  Hawkins,  and  sanctioned  by  Lord  L)t:^tt»u 
all  till!  alTair.  Johnson's  account,  aa  given  by  Bmvii  i*  *i 
volved  tn  liicoosUtencies,  which  «e«m  to  prove  th^:  h'l ;  'vi 
or  hu  waTwarditess.  had  taken  oOVnco  at  what  be  •ftrrvA'^i 
felt,  in  hU  own  heart,  to  be  no  adequate  cauae  of  a&iix.<«'t: 
—  CaoKia. 
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ationof  the  work:  and  it  must  be  confessed, 
I  thai  tbey  contain  some  studied  compl intents, 

so  fiady  turned,  that  if  there  had  been  no 

pivtiMB  ofienoe,  it  is  probable  that  Johnson 
.  vottld  have  been  highly  delighted.  Praise,  in 
1  geoenl,  was  pleasing  to  him;  but  bj  praise 
!  fna  I  man  of  rank  and  elegant  accoinplish- 

meoti,  be  was  peculiarly  gratified.    His  Lord- 

shipMTS, 

'  "  I  thiiik  the  public  in  genertl,  and  the  republic 
I  of  letters  in  particular,  are  greaUy  obliged  to  Mr. 
'  Jjboson  for  having  undertaken  and  executed  so 
KTort  and  dc«inble  a  work.  Perfection  is  not  to 
-  h:  eipected  from  roan  ;  but  if  wc  are  to  judge  by 
,  the  nrious  works  of  Johnson  already  published,  we 

■  !u*e  }rood  reason  to  believe,  that  he  will  bring  this 
I  '%  near  to  perfection  as  any  man  could  do.  The 
!  Pita  of  it,  which  be  published  some  years  ago, 

««cmft  to  me  to  be  a  proof  of  it.  Nothing  can  be 
3>efv  rationally  imagined,  or  more  accurately  and 
rir.'aady  expressed.  I  therefore  recommend  the 
yttMcut  perusal  of  it  to  all  those  who  intend  to  buy 
tbr  Dictionary,  and  who,  I  auppose,  are  all  those 
vnocao  aflbrd  it.** 

*  It  must  be  owned,  that  our  language  is,  at 
pr(«at,  in  a  state  of  anarchy,  and  hitherto,  per> 
'  <?\  it  may  not  have  been  the  worse  for  it.   During 

3r  frve  and  open  trade,  many  words  and  cxpres- 
'As^  hive  been  imported,  adopted,  and  natural- 
w*i  from  other  languaj^es,  which  have  greatly 
'Viehed  oor  own.  Let  it  still  preserve  what  real 
*-'rnph  and  beauty  it  may  have  borrowed  from 
•'  en ;  but  let  it  not,  like  the  Tarpeian  maid,  be 

■  ^mrhetmcd  and  crushed  by  unnecessary  orna- 
^<!*tk  The  time  for  discrimination  seems  to  be 
^v  ceoie.  Toleration,  adoption,  and  naturalisa- 
<««  kavc  nm  their  loigth.  Good  order  and 
"-'•»9rityare  now  necessary.     But  where  shall  we 

: :  them,  and,  at  the  same  time,  the  obedience  due 
'"•isc^i?  We  muat  have  recourse  to  the  old 
i.vi9<a  eipcdient  in  times  of  confusion,  and  choose 
s  i(T4or.  Upon  thiv  principle,  I  give  my  vote 
^  Mr.  Johnson  to  fiU  that  great  and  arduous 
^*<-  And  I  hereby  declare,  that  I  make  a  total 
*«nv9dcr  of  all  my  rights  and  privileges  in  the 
^;!i«h  language,  aa  a  free-born  British  subject,  to 
^  ual  Mr.  Johnson,  during  the  term  of  his  dictator- 
'^^  Nay,  more  ;  I  will  not  only  obey  him  like 
B  «U  Roman,  a*  my  dictator,  but,  like  a  modem 
^  «UB.  I  will  implicitly  believe  in  him  as  my  Pope, 
-' '  hold  him  to  be  in&llible  while  in  the  chair, 
'  '  BO  loagcr.     More  than  this  he  cannot  well  re- 

^'^i  for,  I  prcBttme  that  obedience  can  never  be 
'ifwted,  when  there  is  neither  terror  to  enforce, 
t-f  interest  to  invite  it.- 

*  Bat  a  Graninar,  a  Dictionary,  and  a  History 
''•■r  lai^uage  through  ita  seteral  stages,  were 
«i.i  vaatiag  at  home,  and  importunately  called  for 
^3Q  abeoad.     Mr.  Johnson's  labours  will  now,  I 


k^oeiMt 


•*  V 


•t^^-totl 


device' 


•  »». 


Chat  there  was  any  thing  like 
afldr.— Caoaaa. 

Kaifil  to  have  had  a  remarkable  delicacy 
la  iW  clrrulalion  oT  thU  leUer ;  for  Ilr.Douglas, 
^  UbAmy.  iafonM  me,  that  having  maov  f car*  ago 
'  Mm  to  be  altoved  tor«Ml  it  to  the  wcond  Lord  llard- 
aft  wry  drtlroai  to  hear  It  (promUing,  at  the 
a  ao  eofv  of  it  ihoald  b»  taken ),  JohnMni  ceemed 
il  had  attracted  the  aCtentioo  of  a  noble- 
hut  after  jMuialog  tome 


dare  say,  very  fully  supply  that  want,  and  greatly 
contribute  to  the  farther  spreading  of  our  language 
in  other  countries.  Learners  were  discouraged,  by 
finding  no  standard  to  resort  to ;  and,  consequently, 
thought  it  incapable  of  any.  They  will  now  be 
undeceived  and  encouraged.** 

This  courtly  device'  failed  of  its  eifect. 
Johnson,  who  thought  that  *'ull  was  false  and 
hollow,"  despised  the  honied  words,  and  was 
even  indignant  that  Lord  Chesterfield  should, 
for  a  moment,  imagine  that  he  could  be  the 
dupe  of  such  on  artifice.  His  expression  to 
me  concerning  I^ord  Chesterfield,  upon  this 
occasion,  was,  "  Sir,  after  making  great  pro- 
fessions, he  had,  for  many  years,  taken  no 
notice  of  me ;  but  when  my  Dictionary  was 
coming  out,  he  fell  a  scribbling  in  'The  World* 
about  it.  Upon  which,  I  wrote  him  a  letter, 
expressed  in  civil  terms,  but  such  as  might 
show  him  that  I  did  not  mind  what  he  said  or 
wrote,  and  that  I  had  done  with  him.'' 

This  is  that  celebrated  letter  of  which  so 
much  has  been  said,  and  about  which  curiosity 
has  been  so  long  excited,  without  being  grati- 
fied. I  for  many  years  solicited  Johnson  to 
favour  me  with  a  copy  of  it,  that  so  excellent  a 
composition  might  not  be  lost  to  posterity.  lie 
delayed  from  time  to  time  to  give  it  me* ; 
till  at  last,  in  1781,  when  we  were  on  a  visit  at 
Mr.  Dilley's,  at  Southhill  in  Bedfordshire,  he 
was  pleased  to  dictate  it  to  me  from  memory. 
He  afterward?  found  among  his  papers  a  co])v 
of  it,  which  he  had  dictated  to  Mr.  Barctti, 
with  its  title  and  corrections,  in  his  own  hand- 
writing. This  he  gave  to  Mr.  Langton;  addinnr, 
that  if  it  were  to  come  into  print,  he  wished  it 
to  be  from  that  copy.  By  Mr.  Langton's  kind- 
ness, I  am  enabled  to  enrich  my  work  with  a 
perfect  transcript  of  what  the  world  has  so 
eagerly  desired  to  sec. 

TO  THE  EARL  OF  CHESTERFIELD. 

"February  7.  1755. 

**  Mr  Loan,  —  I  have  been  lately  informed,  by 
the  proprietor  of  *  The  World,*  that  two  papi^rs,  in 
which  my  Dictionary  is  recommended  to  the  public, 
were  written  by  your  lordship.  To  be  so  dis- 
tinguished, is  an  honour,  which,  being  very  little 
accustomed  to  favours  from  the  great,  I  know  not 
well  how  to  receive,  or  in  what  terms  to  acknow- 
ledge. 

**  When,  upon  some  slight  encouragement,  I 
first  visited  your  lordship,  I  was  overpowered,  like 
the  rest  of  mankind,  by  the  enchantment  of  your 
address,  and  could  not  forbear  to  wish  that  I  might 
boaat  myself  Le  vaimqmeur  du  vtunqiuttr  de  la  terre*; 


time,  declined  to  complv  with  the  request,  aaylng.  with  a 
■mile,  "  No,  Sir ;  1  have  nurt  the  dug  tuo  much  alreadv ; "  or 
words  to  that  puriNHe.  —  Boswui..  Thb  adml>»ion  lavouri 
rojr  opinion  that  Johnson,  when  the  first  ebullition  o(  temp«r 
had  subsided,  felt  that  he  had  been  unreasonably  violent.  — 
CaoKsa. 

*  No  very  moderate  expectation  for  "a  retired a.t»d  uneourUy 
scholar  "  Johnson's  personal  manners  and  habits,  evrn  at  a 
later  and  more  polif  h«d  period  uf  his  life,  would  pmbHbly  not 
lure  been  much  to  Lorti  Chesterfield's  taste ;  but  it  must  be 
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—  that  1  might  obtain  that  regard  for  which  I  saw 
the  world  coatending ;  but  I  t'uund  my  att-ndance 
so  little  encouraged,  that  neither  pride  nor  inodvaty 
would  luiT*^  mc  to  continue  ic  When  I  had  once 
addressed  your  lordship  in  public,  I  had  exhausted 
all  the  art  of  pleading  which  a  retired  and  uncourtly 
■choiar  can  po&scM.  I  had  done  all  that  1  could  ; 
and  no  man  is  well  pleased  to  have  his  all  neglected, 
be  It  ever  so  little. 

**  Seven  yi  ars,  my  lord,  have  now  past,  since  I 
watted  in  yuur  outward  rooms,  or  was  repulsed 
}  from  your  door;  duriu{^  which  time  I  have  been 
pushing  on  my  work  through  difficulties,  of  which 
it  is  useless  to  complain,  and  have  brought  it,  at 
last,  to  the  verge  of  publication,  without  one  act  of 
assistance ',  one  word  of  encouragement,  or  one 
smile  of  favour.  Such  treatment  I  did  not  expect, 
lor  I  never  had  a  patron  l>efore. 

**  The  shepherd  in  Virgil  grew  at  last  ac- 
quainted with  Love,  and  (bund  him  a  native  uf  the 
rocks.* 

**  1%  not  a  patron,  my  lord,  one  who  looks  with 
unconcern  on  a  man  »trug^ling  for  life  in  the 
water,  and  when  he  has  rcacltcd  ground,  encumbiTs 
htm  with  help  ?  The  notice  *  which  you  have  ieen 
pleased  to  take  of  my  latwura,  had  it  been  early, 
had  Ijeen  kind ;  but  it  has  l>ecn  delayed  till  I  am 
indifferent,  and  cannot  enjoy  it ;  till  I  am  soliury, 
and  cannot  impart  it*;  till  I  am  known,  and  do 
not  want  it.  I  hope  it  is  no  very  cynical  asperity 
I  not  to  confess  obligatioa^  where  no  lienefit  has  been 
received,  or  to  be  unwilling  that  the  public  should 
consider  me  as  owing  that  to  a  p.'itron,  which  Pro- 
vidence has  enabled  mc  to  do  for  ni>self. 


rrmffnbrrrd.  that  Johnson'*  lntro<luct!«in  to  I^rd  Chriter- 
flrld  did  not  takr  pl.u'-  lill  l<ib  lordship  wa«  past yi^'y.  and  he 
WM  juBt  thm  attAckpdby  adi»eaa«>  which  graduallv  eitramged 
him  from  all  »ocifU/.  Th*-  n»*plprt  lastrd.  it  »  charged, 
from  1 714  to  l7>Vft  :  now,  hit  nrlvato  lettrn  to  hU  moat  fntiinat« 
fHcmlt  will  frovr  th.it  dtirinff  that  p<>riod  I^rd  CheaCrrfield 
may  be  runj^rd  for  not  rnUirating  Johnaon'i  <oci<>(T  :  — r.  g. 
90th  Jan.  IT49.  "  Mf  old  disorder  In  my  head  hinderel  me 
from  arknoulfdping  your  f«»nner  letters."  .KKh  June,  1752. 
••  I  am  here  in  m}  hennttaire.  rery  deaf.  an*!,  consequently. 
eLine  ;  t)ut  1  am  Utt  dfJfcUU  than  matt  prttpU  tn  mjf  fi/uj- 
tt.m  trouH  be."  loth  Oct.  17M.  **  I  belong  WQ  mutre  to 
tociat  /.'«•.*'  Ifth  Not.  17M.  **  I  know  n.y  |l^e.  and  form 
m\  plan  acrordingly.  for  /  ttrikr  tociety  out  of  it."  l(Hli  July, 
n':tft  "  My  dtMfnest  U  extremely  increaseil,  and  dallv  tn- 
creaimj;.  .irtd  cuts  me  wholly  nff" /  am  the  toctftp  qf  otJUrt, 
and  my  <»th<*r  complaints  deny  rac  llie  society  of  mvself."  Ac. 
&c.  J«>hnsi>n.  perhaps,  knew  nttChing  of  all  this,  and  Inmirined 
Uiat  Lord  ("heater field  declined  hit  acqualntsace  on  somo 
0|»mton  derogatory  to  his  personal  |iretenslons.  Mr.  Tyers, 
however,  sll;;t;•■^tl  a  more  precise  and  probable  ground  for 
Jnhnstin'fl  animosity  than  Boavetl  girea,  l>y  hintlof  that 
JohnMNi  expected  some  ocemuiatp  at$»$Uimte  from  Lor<l 
C.iettertteld.  He  says.  ^*  It  d<ies  noc  ap|M>ar  that  Lord 
rhc»t**rfi<l  1  showed  any  mb'Imutiat  proofs  of  appnttwtioo  to 
our  I  hilologer.  A  $maU  present  Johnson  would  have  <*!«• 
datoed,  ao  -  he  was  out  of  a  temper  to  ptil  up  with  the  ^,  ,mt 
of  4  Httappointmrnt.  He  rrve/'gt'd  himself  in  a  letter  to  his 
lordship  written  with  great  acrtmony  Lord  Chesterfield 
iiidei^d  commend*  and  recommends  Mr.  Johnson's  l>ictlonsry 
In  two  or  three  numbers  of  *  The  World  : '  but '  not  iror^ 
mltme  please  him  * "     Btug.  .N*eff*,  p.  7.  —  rii..ai«. 

>  The  fullowlnf  nme  is  subjoined  by  Mr.  liAngton:  —  **  Dr. 
Jnhnion.  when  he  ga»e  me  this  copy  of  his  letter,  desired 
that  1  would  annex  to  it  his  information  to  me,  that  wherras 
It  ka  said  in  the  letter  that  *  no  as»i»taoce  haa  lieen  received,' 
h«*  did  once  receive  from  Lord  Cheater  tie  Id  tbe  sum  ot  ten 
poufHli  ;  txit  as  that  was  so  lnctmsidenU>lc  a  sum,  be  thmight 
the  mention  nf  It  could  not  properly  And  a  place  in  s  letter  of 
the  kind  that  this  was.**-.  Bowwcll. 

But  this  surrlr  is  as*  inisatisfMrtorjnntaei  ferthesom, 
tbouzh  so  lnc«iiiii  lerahle.  was  one  whlrh  Johnson  iell«  us. 
that  Paul  Whitehead,  tden  a  (k«hionable  no«4.  recelTed  for  a 
new  w  Of  k  :  It  was  at  much  as  Johnson  himself  had  recetved 
for  the  ropi-right  of  his  best  poetical  production ;  aoil  when 
Dr.  Madden,  suine  yean  after,  gave  bira  tbe  smd*  mbb  liar 


**  Having  earned  oo  my  work  thus  hr  with  so 
little  obligation  to  any  favourer  of  learning,  1  shall 
not  be  disappointed  though  1  should  conclude  it, 
if  less  be  possible,  with  less ;  for  I  have  been  long 
wakened  from  that  drcnra  of  hope,  in  which  I  once 
boasted  myself  with  so  much  exultation.  My 
Lord,  your  lortbhip's  most  humble,  moat  obedient 
servant,  Sam.  Johnsok."* 

^  While  this  was  the  talk  of  the  town  (says 
Dr.  Adams  in  a  letter  to  meX  I  happened  to 
visit  Dr.  Warburton,  who,  finding  that  I  wa.<i 
acquainted  with  Johnson,  desired  me  earnestly 
to  carry  his  compliments  to  him,  and  to  tell  hi tn, 
that  he  honoured  him  for  his  manlr  behaviour 
in  rejecting  these  conde8<!ensions  of  Lord  Chrs- 
terfield,  and  for  rcsentin;;  the  treatment  he 
had  received  from  him  with  a  proper  spirit. 
Johnson  was  visibly  pleased  with  this  coin  pi  i- 
menf^  for  he  had  alway:^  a  high  opinion  of  War- 
borton.**  ^  Indeed,  the  force  of  mind  which 
appeared  in  this  letter,  was  congenial  with  that 
wfaieh  Warburton  himself  amply  possessed. 

There  is  a  curious  minute  circumstance  which 
struck  me,  in  comparing  the  Tarious  editions 
of  Johnson*s  Imitittions  of  JuvenaL  In  the 
tenth  Satire  one  of  the  couplets  upon  the  va* 
nit  J  of  wishes  even  for  literary  distinction 
stood  thus :  — 

••  Tet  think  what  ills  the  sobolar*8  life  asMiil. 
Toil,  envy,  want,  the  parrtt^  and  the  jaiL" 

But  ailer  experiencing  the  uneasiness  which 


revising  s  work  of  hia,  Johnion  Mid  tbe  Doctor  "was 
genrtoui :  for  ten  gnineas  was  to  me,  at  that  time,  a  e-  fat 
$um,"  (*repott,  \7Sfj) ;  «nd,  as  I  suppose  It  wa«  etvm  wh»t» 
the  ''Man**  waa  Mbiniited  to  Lord  Cbesterfteld.  It  n  ».iy 
wasan<tC  illllieral  return.  At  all  events,  when  Johr  %  q 
alleged  against  him  such  a  trifle  at  the  troiM^f  in  kn  jw^. 
room,  he  oujrht  nut  to  have  omitted  the  pecuniary  oUigsi  uo, 
even  if  it  had  been  nore  luconsl«lerable —  Caoaia. 

'  1  confess  I  do  not  see  tlie  object.  iK>r  takdced  the  meaning, 
of  this  allusion.  —  Caosca. 

>  'l*he  notice  could  not,  for  any  useful  purpesr.  have  bee  a 
earlier.  Johnsrin  may  have  felt,  as  Mr.  Tyers  intimates,  tt' as 
some  other  kind  o(  notice  was  not  takf^n.  but  "  thr  n  <'•-.'  4ia 
tordthip  vat  pleated  to  take  **  was  pecultisrly  well  timed,  arvd 
eautd  » t  have  come  sooner.  —  Caoasa. 

*  In  this  passage  Dr.  Johnson  evidently  alludes  to  t^e  !<««• 
of  hU  wife.  We  find  tbe  same  tender  recon««cfton  r*t^irr'»»|| 
to  his  mlod  opun  Innumerable  ocrasiona  ;  ami.  t>er  *  a(»«.  ti* 
man  ever  more  forrft>ly  lelt  the  truth  of  the  srntnt.f.it  «■» 
elegantly  espressed  by  my  fHend  Mr.  Malone,  ui  i  i»  ^ro> 
logue  to  Mr.  Jephson*s  trsfedy  of  "  JuUa :  '*  — 

••  Vain  -^  wealth,  and  fame,  and  fbrttme*!  fostetiag 
If  no  food  breart  tbe  splendid  blessings  share  ; 
Antl,  each  dav's  bustling  pageantry  once  past* 
There,  only  Uiere,  o«ir  bliss  is  foiind  at  laist.**<— >Boswf 

*  Upon  comparing  this  copy  with  that  wlilck  Dr.  J'^-  «  « 
dictated  to  me  from  recollection,  the  varistlotis  are  f  <•'  ..i  te 
be  so  sliglit,  that  this  must  tie  ailded  to  the  many  ether  |-<<  -dfe 
whit  h  lie  gave  of  the  wonderful  ealent  and  acrurary  •*  fe«4 
memory  To  gratify  the  curious  in  romposi'.ion,  I  tisve  .««■ 
pottted  Iwth  the  coptea  in  the  British  Mosetini.  .^  Btiawt  •  l. 

*  Soon  after  Kd«ards's  "  Canons  of  Criticism  "  ca^  •-  u| 
JolmMin  was  dlmng  at  Tonson  the  bookseller's.  «it'i  l*»yv 
man  the  painter  and  some  more  company.  Ila«man  rt'  ,'9i 
to  Sir  Joshua  Retnolds.  that  the  conversation  na*4ii(  tui  .4<f 
upon  Kdwards's  l>ook.  the  gentlemen  pratsed  tt  s>.tK-lk.  «H 
Johnsttn  allowed  Its  merit.  But  when  tney  went  fart^  er  am^ 
appeared  to  pot  thai  authftr  opon  a  level  with  W«rU  *  ^ 
**  Nar.  (sAid  Johnson)  he  l>as  given  Mm  seme  smavi  t.t»  ^ 
be  sore  ;  but  tliere  Is  no  pro^nrtlon  tietwe*n  the  tw<'>  ri*  ^ 
they  roust  not  be  named  ti»getheT.  A  fly,  Sir.  mar  st  -Vj 
stAteiy  horve  and  make  him  wiimss  ;  but  one  la  Iku  «r»  tM*^ 
and  tbe  other  is  a  horse  still."— Boa wii^.  s«iip  t  le  «ai 
passago  In  his  preface  to  shakspasra  on  Wai titan  wwa  la 
aataconi*ts.  .^  I*.  Ccmtiaoaaii. 
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Lard  Cbesterfield's  fallacxoiiis  patn)naj2[e  made 
him  feel,  lie  dismiawd  the  word  garret  from 
the  sad  gronpii  and  in  all  the  subsequent 
editions  the  line  stands 


"  Toil,  enry,  want,  the  Patron,  and  the  jail. 


»» 


That  Lord  Chesterfield  must  have  been 
mortified  bj  the  lofty  contempt,  and  polite,  yet 
keen,  satire  with  which  Johnson  exhibited  him 
to  himself  in  this  letter,  it  is  impossible  to 
doabt.  He,  however,  with  that  glossy  duplicity 
which  was  his  constant  study,  affected  to  be 
quite  unconcerned.  Dr.  Adaxns  mentioned  to 
Ifr.  Robert  Dodsley  that  he  was  sorry  Johnson 
had  written  his  letter  to  Lord  Chesterfield. 
Doddley,  with  the  true  feelings  of  trade,  said 
^be  was  very  sorry  too;  for  that  he  had  a 
property  in  the  Dictionary,  to  which  his  lord- 
ship s  patrooaee  might  have  been  of  conse- 
ouence.**  He  tiben  told  Dr.  Adams,  that  Lord 
Cbesierfidd  had  shown  him  the  letter.  **I 
JMnild  have  imagined  (replied  Dr.  Adams) 
that  Lord  Chest^eld  would  have  concealed 
it" — "Poh!  (said  Dodsley),  do  you  think  a 
letter  from  Johnson  could  hurt  LK>rd  Chester- 
field ?  Not  at  all,  sir.  It  lay  upon  his  table, 
where  any  body  might  see  it.  He  read  it  to 
me ;  said,  'This  man  has  great  powers,*  pointed 
out  the  severest  passages,  and  observed  how 
well  they  were  expressed.**  Thb  air  of  in- 
difference, which  imposed  upon  the  worthy 
Dodsley,  was  certainly  nothing  bat  a  specimen 
of  tiiai  dissimulation  which  I^rd  Chesterfield 
inculcated  as  one  of  the  most  essential  lessons 
for  the  conduct  of  life.'  His  lordship  en- 
deavoured to  jtistify  himself  to  Dodsley  from 
the  charges  brought  against  him  by  Johnson ; 
but  we  may  ju(^e  mm.  the  flimsiness  of  his 
defence,  from  his  having  excused  his  n^lect 
of  JduMon,  by  saying,  that  **he  hod  heard  he 
had  changed  his  lodsings,  and  did  not  know 
where  he  lived ;  *'  as  if  there  could  have  been 
the  smallest  difficulty  to  inform  himself  of  that 
arcumstance,  by  inquiring  in  the  literary  circle 


1  Why  ?  If,  M  maf  baTe  beoi  tha  cafe.  Lord  Cheaterfi<>M 
fak  *»»-*  JoiinMin  wai  uiOuMt  tovardt  him,  he  would  not  have 
been  aonf fl«d  —  //  «>  a  que  la  v€riti  f«/  bieue.  Rjr  Mr. 
Botwdra  nvn  conreuioa,  H  appears  Uiat  Johnion  did  not 
fire  coolea  of  thia  letter ;  that  for  many  year*  Doiwell  had 
ia  TaiiiaoilciI«d  hhn  to  do  ao.  and  that  be,  after  the  lapse  of 
tvrntf  reira,  did  so  reluctantly.  With  all  these  admfisfons, 
bovon  Vr.  Boswcil  attrlhutc  to  any  thing  bat  the  magna- 
aiaitr  (V I  "Mf  ao  say )  of  gnod  taste  mid  eonsdoos  rectitude, 
Losd  CbaterSeld'a  expoaure  of  a  letter  which  the  relent- 
bg.  ifDoC  rcppnttof,  author  was  so  willing  to  bury  In  ub- 

*  nda.  like  all  the  rest  of  the  affUr.  seems  discoimired  by 
pnJBdJoe.  Lord  CbeaterSi^ld  made  no  attack  tm  Jnhnson, 
vba  certainly  acted  oo  the  oflbnaire,  and  not  the  defeasive. 

s  Tfaat  cnllMtfoin  of  Letters  cannot  be  vindicated  from  the 
•crioaa  charge  of  encouraging,  in  some  passages,  one  of  the 
rices  mort  dcatruetive  to  the  good  order  and  comi'ort  of  so- 
ciiCT  whidi  bis  lordship  repreaenU  as  mere  fashionable 
plUntry :  and^  fas  others,  of  Inculcating  the  base  practice  of 
'»n-iron>at'<fff.  and  recommending,  with  disproportionate  an- 
xietf  a  pcfpeCual  attention  to  exlemal  eteganee  of  manners. 
But  K  m»m\^  the  same  time,  be  allowed,  that  they  conuin 
aaar  s^od  precepCi  of  conduct,  and  much  genuine  Informa- 
D4Q  opoo  nfe  and  manner*,  very  happily  expressed ;  and 
tfaat  cha«  was  considerable  merit  In  paying  so  much  atten- 


with  which  his  lordship  was  well  acquainted, 
and  was,  indeed,  himself,  one  of  its  ornaments. 
Dr.  Adams  expostulated  with  Johnson,  and 
suggested,  that  nis  not  bein?  admitted  when 
he  ^led  on  him,  was  probably  not  to  be  im* 

Euted  to  Lord  Chesterfield;  for  his  lordship 
ad  declared  to  Dodsley,  that  ''he  would  have 
turned  off  the  best  servant  he  ever  had,  if  he 
had  known  that  he  denied  him  to  a  man  who 
would  have  been  always  more  than  welcome;  ** 
and  in  confirmation  of  this,  he  insisted  on  Lord 
Chesterfield's  general  afiability  and  easiness  of 
access,  especially  to  literary  men.  ^  Sir,  (said 
Johnson)  that  is  not  Lord  Chesterfield ;  he  is 
the  proudest  man  this  day  existing.**  —  ''No, 
(said  Dr.  Adams)  there  is  one  person,  at  least, 
as  proud;  I  think,  by  your  own  account^  you 
are  the  prouder  man  of  the  two.*' —  "But  mine 
(replied  Johnson  instantly)  was  defentive 
pride.**  This,  as  Dr.  Adams  well  observed, 
was  one  of  those  happy  turns  '  for  which  he 
was  so  remarkably  reaoy. 

Johnson  having  now  explicitly  avowed  his 
opinion  of  Lord  Chesterfield,  did  not  refnun 
from  expressing  himself  concerning  that  noble- 
man witn  pointed  freedom :  "This  man,  (said 
he)  I  thought,  had  been  a  lord  among  wits: 
but,  I  find,  he  is  only  a  wit  among  lords  I  " 
And  when  his  Letters  to  his  natural  son  were 
published,  he  observed,  that  "  they  teach  the 
morals  of  a  whore,  and  the  manners  of  a  dancing 
master.*** 

The  character  of  a  "respectable  Hottentot,** 
in  Lord  Chesterfield's  Letters,  has  been  gene- 
rally understood  to  be  meant  for  Johnson,  and 
I  have  no  doubt  that  it  was.  But  I  remember 
when  the  Literary  Property  of  those  letters 
was  contested  in  the  court  of  session  in  Scot- 
land, and  Mr.  Henry  Dundas^,  one  of  the 
counsel  for  the  proprietors,  read  this  charac- 
ter as  an  exhibition  of  Johnson,  Sir  David 
Dolrymple,  Lord  Hailes,  one  of  the  judges, 
maintained,  with  some  warmth,  that  it  was  not 
intended  as  a  portrait  of  Johnson,  but  of  a 


tion  to  the  iraprorement  of  one  who  was  dependent  upon  his 
lordship's  protection :  it  has.  probably,  been  exceeded  in  no 
Instance  by  the  most  exemplary  parent :  and  though  I  can 
bf  no  means  approTe  of  confounding  the  disttnctian  between 
lawful  and  illicit  oflbpring,  which  is,  in  effect,  insulting  the 
ciril  establishment  of  our  country,  to  look  no  higher  ;  lean- 
not  help  thinking  it  laudable  to  be  kindly  attentive  to  those, 
of  whose  existence  we  hare,  in  any  way,  been  the  cause. 
Mr.  Stanhope's  character  has  been  uiUustly  represented  as 
diametrically  opposite  to  what  Lord  Chesterfield  wished  hfan 
to  be.  He  has  been  called  dull,  gross,  and  awkward :  but  I 
knew  him  at  Dresden,  when  he  was  enroy  to  that  court ;  and 
though  he  could  not  boast  of  the  grae«f ,  he  was,  in  truth,  a 
sensible,  civil,  well-behaved  man.  —  Boowbll. 

In  Judging  of  L<m^  Chesterfield's  Letters,  It  should  be  re- 
collected that  they  were  never  intended  for  publication,  and 
were  writtpn  only  to  meet  a  private,  particuuir,  and  somewhtt 
extranrdlnanr  caw :  and  that  It  is  hard  that  Lord  Chester- 
fielJ  shoutd  be  held  responsible  for  a  ptMt'eatidn  which  be 
never  could  have  antldimted  —  but  see  (pott,  Mag^  1776,) 
Johnson's  more  f4vourable  and  Just  opinion  of  these  letters, 
which,  taUiig  their  lax  morality  —  not  to  be  palliated  even  by 
the  peculiar  circumstances  undtr  which  they  were  written  — 
are,  I  will  venture  to  sap,  masterpieces  or  good  taste,  good 
writing,  and  good  sense.— CaoKiB,  IS46. 

4A^erwards  Viscount  VelvUle.      He  died   ia    1811.— 

ClOKSE^ 
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Intc  noble  lord*  distinguished  for  abstruse 
science.  I  have  heard  Johnson  himself  talk  of 
the  character,  and  say  that  it  was  meant  for 
George  Lord  Lyttelton,  in  which  J  could  bj 
no  means  aj^ree;  for  his  lordship  had  nothing 
of  that  violence  which  is  a  conspicuous  feature 
in  the  composition.  Finding  that  my  illus- 
trious friend  could  bear  to  have  it  supposed 
that  it  might  be  meant  for  him,  I  said,  laugh- 
ingly, that  there  was  one  trait  which  unques- 
tionably did  not  belong  to  him;  ^*he  throws 
his  meat  anywhere  but  down  his  throat'* — 
"  Sir,  (said  he)  Lord  Chcstertield  never  saw 
me  eat  in  his  life."  * 

On  the  6th  of  March  came  out  Lord  Boling- 
broke*8  works,  published  by  Mr.  David  Mallet. 
The  wild  and  pernicious  ravings  under  the 
name  of  *^  Philosophy,"  which  were  thus  ushered 
into  the  world,  gave  great  offence  to  all  well- 
principled  men.  Johnson,  hearing  of  their 
tendency',  which  nobody  disputed,  was 
mused  with  a  just  indignation,  and  pronounced 
tliis  memorable  sentence^  upon  the  noble 
author  and  his  editor : — ^  Sir,  he  was  a  scoundrel, 
and  a  coward:  a  scoundrel  for  charging  a 
blunderbuss  against  religion  and  monuity ;  a 
coward,  because  he  had  not  resolution  to  fire  it 
oil  himself,  but  left  half-a-crown  to  a  beggarly 
Scol/thman,  to  draw  the  trigger  after  his 
death !  **  ^  Garrick,  who,  I  can  attest  from 
m^  own  knowledge,  had  his  mind  seasoned 
with  pious  reverence,  and  sincerely  disapproved 
of  the  infidel  writings  of  several  whom  in  the 
course  of  his  almost  universal  gay  intercourse 
with  men  of  eminence  he  treated  with  external 
civility,  distinguished  himself  upon  this  oc- 
casion. Mr.  Pelham  having  died  on  the  very 
day  on  which  Lord  Bolingbroke*s  works  came 
out,  he  wrote  an  elegant  Ode  on  his  death, 
beginning 

**  Let  otbcrt  hati  the  rising  sun, 
I  bow  to  that  whose  couna  is  run  ;** 

in  which  b  the  following  stanza : — 

**  The  same  sad  room,  to  Church  and  State 
(So  for  our  sins  't  was  fix'd  by  Fate) 

A  double  stroke  was  given  ; 
Black  as  the  whirlwinds  of  the  North, 
Sl  John'*  M\  genius  issued  forth. 
And  Pclhom's  fled  to  heaven.** 


1  Probaltljr  G^offr,  trcond  Ear!  of  M<iiccl«« field,  who  pub> 
]Ul<r>d,  111  17^1,  a  learned  pamphlet  oii  the  alter4ti<>ii  of  tb^ 
•(>  If.  «tid  wa«.  in  IT-Vi.  rIcctnJ  i'retUlrnt  of  ihe  Hoyjl  So. 
ctrtjr.  Ijurti  M4cclc»il^ld'«  nuniter  wii«.  do  tlotiU.  awkwArd 
atod  rinb4rr.t4M-d.  but  U((l«  r\%e  111  hit  ch.irai  trr  rrwtnliirt 
thttt  uf  the  "  rfr|>ectal>le  H<4teutot,"  whicti  much  more  pro. 
U\bl)-  wa»,  aa  th«  world  tuppiMed,  lalended  for  Johutou.^ 

CaoKliK. 

''  Niir  did  we  —  and  Tef  we  know  that  Lord  ChefterAt'ld's 

Clitu'e,  if  inrAftt  fur  Juniiion.  nai  nuCovrrrhargrd  ;  for  what 
I  tNi'rii  lii«  lii|ii<ln«'«i.  hi*  iirrvuu*ne«t, and  tut  (m^'<  rne**.  ail 
lii%  IrM'iitU  dt>t4.'rit><-  lilt  in<ide  of  e.tliitg  to  hate  be«*u  »oine« 
ihiiig  «  *rtc  liian  awkward.    S««  p^Mt,  Au^uU  6(b,  17U) — 
Cattnta. 
^  bervotl,  March,  1790.  wher*  Johnson  admits  that  be  bad 

not  re«d  (hit  bfto* Caoftia. 

*  It  «a«  ihf  ttrtt  remarkable  phrase  which  Mr.  Murp^ 
ever  hetrd  him  utter.—  ('mmi^lk. 

4  MaHcI'i  wife.  4  f<>.ilUh  ami  cnnrritej  wonun,  one  even. 
ln$  luUoviucrd  hvrtcll   Ui  David    lluiue,  «il  au  a»»cuiu>j. 


Johnson  this  year  found  an  interval  of  lei- 
sure to  make  an  e.xcursion  to  Ox  lord,  lor  the 
purpose  of  consulting  the  libraries  there.  Of 
tliis,  and  of  many  interesting  circumstances 
concerning  him,  during  a  part  of  his  life  when 
he  conversed  but  little  with  the  world,  I  am 
enabled  to  give  a  particular  account,  by  the 
liberal  communications  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Thonms 
Warton,  who  obligingly  furnished  me  with 
several  of  our  common  friend*s  letters,  which 
he  illustrated  with  notes.  These  I  shall  insert 
in  their  proper  places. 

JOHNSON  TO  THOMAS  WARTOX. 

*'  London,  July  16.  M^. 
**  Sia,  —  It  is  but  an  ill  return  for  the  book  with 
which  you  were  pleased  to  favour  me*,  to  have  de- 
layed my  thanks  for  it  till  now.  I  am  too  apt  to 
be  negligent ;  but  I  can  never  delibt>mtely  i^howr 
my  disrespect  to  a  man  of  your  character ;  and  I 
now  pay  you  a  very  honest  acknowledgment*  for 
the  advancement  of  the  literature  of  our  nati«e 
country.  You  have  shown  to  all,  who  shall  here- 
after attempt  the  study  of  our  ancient  authors,  the 
way  to  success ;  by  directing  them  to  the  perusal 
of  the  books  which  those  authors  had  read.  Of  tbia 
method,  Hughes',  and  men  much  greater  than 
Hughes,  seem  never  to  have  thought,  llic  reavui 
why  the  authors,  which  are  yet  read,  of  the  sixtcentli 
century,  are  so  little  understood,  is,  that  they  are 
read  alone ;  and  no  help  is  borrowed  from  those 
who  lived  with  them,  or  before  them.  Some  part 
of  this  ignorance  I  hope  to  remove  by  my  book, 
[the  Dictionary,]  which  now  drawa  towards  it% 
end ;  but  which  1  cannot  finish  to  my  mind,  witb. 
out  visiting  the  libraries  of  Oxford,  which  I  there* 
fore  hope  to  see  in  about  a  fortnight.  *  I  know 
not  how  long  I  shall  stay,  or  where  I  shall  loit^ie  ; 
but  shall  be  sure  to  look  for  you  at  my  arrival,  and 
we  shall  easily  settle  the  rest.  I  am«  dear  Sir»  your 
moat  obedient,  &c  Sam.  Jounsos." 

Of  his  conversation  while  at  Oxford  at  thi« 
time,  Mr.  Warton  preserved  andcommunirat<-<il 
to  me  the  following  memorial,  which,  thou;*h 
not  written  with  ul  the  care  and  attention 
which  that  learned  and  elegant  writer  bestow  t-^l 
on  those  compositions  which  he  intemKnl  tor 
the  public  eye,  is  so  happily  expressed  in  an 
easy  style,  that  I  should  injure  it  by  any  alter- 
ation. 


ka\lng.  **  WedrittM.  Mr.  Hume,  should  know  one  anr>ther  ** 
111  roe  wa*  exre<HliiiKly  d1»i>leA«ed  and  durnnrrrd  .,  »  ,| 
re|i|ie<i.  "  M^d.un,  I  am  no  deltt ;  I  dn  n  t  to  •tyl**  ni>  »t  .t  '..  > . 
ther  do  I  d«-»>rr  tn  br  known  hi  thnt  tt\>\H  liatiou  *'  .1  //  i*.'  « 
I.fje  (^  I  ord  CkarUmont,  Vol  I.  p.  10A.  Bo»«f  'I  hin  *^\>  \*  « , 
the  »4nie  sturj  iii  hit  Hi/pocH^udrmc.  '\'h\*  irr|  .'  .-  ,q 
would,  eTen  on  mere  worldly  cruiindt.bevery  di»Ai;r.t ...  .♦  -  , 
Hnrnr;  for  1  have  in  mjr  |iM)*ft«'*«t(Ki  proof  thiit  «heti  I  .>-«j 
Hertford  ( whote  »eeretar)r,  In  hi«  eintia«ty  to  Pirit.  Mi^*  m 
had  been)  wai  4|>|*«>Hitr  *  Lord  Lieutrnaut  of  Irrluul  t  « 
lonUhip  det-li'ie>l  cd  iltiiinng  hirn  in  the  Mme  tU..r\t't  ^ 
allrKi  ti  a«  a  ri't  onihc  >ii«»4tt«f  u-u<Mi  that  (t  wiHil  I  f  \(  I  1  tx 
a4Xuijiit  of  Hipni*  «  a   ti-ri  I  i;iu(U  pri  uiplet.       i*K>  a»  « 

•  <U>i«'r«4(i<-n«  iin  *'|«etiM'<*»  K-i'j  g  iff  it.  t  lie  Br»t  c*.;.!!.** 
ofwlt'cri  w.i»  ii<i«  pi|i<li*hiMl  —  \\  t»iu«i. 

^  lliiuhe*  |HiM  «ht><l  All  i*<hiiiin  of  S|»-nfi»r.  —  W«ar«>w 

*  He  r.«mr  t<'  (>\i  rd  wiUiin  t  l>>rtirEht,  ai»d  •r«\«nl  AK^'.t 
flri-  wikt.  Mr  I.-Lm'iI  «•  Krtlcl  lU.I.  _  W  taruo  ||  .^j 
>l>irl  u-   lilt  «»t(.   h"  (olUcled  nathlug  in  the  Ubrarirs  %^f 

lilt  i)U  liuu^) il  %U>M. 
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atioD  of  the  work:  and  ii  must  be  confessed, 
that  the  J  eontain  some  studied  compliuients, 
so  finely  turned,  that  if  there  had  been  no 
previous  oflfenoe,  it  is  probable  that  Johnson 
would  have  been  highly  delighted.  Praise,  in 
general,  was  pleasing  to  him;  but  by  praise 
from  a  man  of  rank  and  elegant  accomplish- 
ment ji,  he  was  peculiarly  gratified.  His  Lord- 
ship says, 

**  I  think  the  public  in  general,  and  the  republic 
of  letters  in  parUcuIar,  are  greatly  obliged  to  Mr. 
Jt^Dson  for  having  undertaken  and  executed  so 
great  and  desirable  a  work.  Perfection  is  not  to 
be  expected  from  man  ;  but  if  vrc  are  to  judge  by 
the  various  works  of  Johnson  already  published,  we 
have  good  reason  to  believe,  that  he  will  bring  this 
as  near  to  perfection  as  any  man  could  do.  The 
Plan  of  it,  which  he  published  some  years  ago, 
seema  to  me  to  be  a  proof  of  it.  Nothing  can  be 
morr  rationally  imagined,  or  more  accurately  and 
eie^ndy  expressed.  I  therefore  recommend  the 
previous  perusal  of  it  to  all  those  who  intend  to  buy 
the  Dictionary,  and  who,  I  suppose,  are  all  those 

who  can  afford  iL** 

**  Ik  must  be  owned,  that  our  language  is,  at 
I  present,  in  a  state  of  anarchy,  and  hitherto,  per- 
I  bap«,  it  may  not  have  been  the  worse  for  it.  During 
our  free  and  open  trade,  many  words  and  expres- 
sionn  have  been  imported,  adopted,  and  natural- 
ized from  other  languages,  which  have  greatly 
enrielied  our  own.  Let  it  still  preserve  what  real 
strength  and  beauty  it  may  have  borrowed  from 
others  ;  but  let  it  not,  like  the  Tarpeian  maid,  be 
overwhelmed  and  crushed  by  unnecessary  orna- 
mentsL  The  time  for  discrimination  seems  to  be 
now  come.  Toleration,  adoption,  and  naturalisa* 
tion  have  run  their  length.  Good  order  and 
authority  are  now  necessary.  But  where  shall  we 
•  find  them,  and,  at  the  same  time,  the  obedience  due 
I  to  them?  We  must  have  recourse  to  the  old 
,  Roman  expedient  in  times  of  confusion,  and  choose 
a  dictator.  Upon  this  principle,  I  give  my  vote 
Ibr  Mr.  Johnson  to  fill  that  great  and  arduous 
poet.  And  I  hereby  declare,  that  I  make  a  total 
surrender  of  all  my  rights  and  privileges  in  the 
English  language,  as  a  free-born  British  subject,  to 
the  said  Mr.  Johnson,  during  the  term  of  his  dictator- 
ship. Nay,  more ;  I  will  not  only  obey  him  like 
an  old  Roman,  aa  my  dictator,  but,  like  a  modem 
Roman,  I  will  implicitly  believe  in  him  as  my  Pope, 
and  hold  him  to  be  infidlible  while  in  the  chair, 
but  no  longer.  More  than  this  he  cannot  well  re- 
quire ;  foTf  I  presume  that  obedience  can  never  be 
espccted,  when  there  is  neither  terror  to  enforce, 

nor  interest  to  invite  it** 

**  But  a  Gnmmar,  a  Dictionary,  and  a  History 
of  oar  language  through  its  several  stages,  were 
•till  wanting  at  home,  and  importunately  called  for 
<rom  abroad.     Mr.  J(^nson*s  labours  will  now,  I 


1  R  docs  Bot  appear  that  there  wai  aay  thing  like  **  dance** 
or  **  mrt^Ue  **  hi  liio  affdr.  —  Cbokkb. 

s  Or.  JohiMon  appeared  to  have  had  a  remarkable  delicacy 
vilh  respect  U>  the  circulation  of  tiiis  letter ;  for  Dr.Douglai, 
Indbop  of  Saliabory.  iDfoniM  roe,  that  having  many  year*  ago 
preued  bin  to  be  alloved  to  read  it  to  the  second  Lord  Hard- 
vidEC;  who  vac  very  dMirous  to  hear  it  (promising,  at  the 
•niiettm«.that  oo  copy  of  it  should  be  taken),  Johnson  seemed 
mnrh  nlr asnt  that  it  had  attracted  the  attention  of  a  noble- 
or  sacb  a  leapactabto  character ;  but  after  pausing  sooia 


dare  say,  very  fully  supply  that  want,  and  greatly 
contribute  to  the  farther  spreading  of  our  language 
in  other  countries.  Learners  were  discouraged,  by 
finding  no  standard  to  resort  to;  and, consequently, 
thought  it  incapable  of  any.  They  will  now  be 
undeceived  aud  encouraged.'* 

This  courtly  device  *  failed  of  its  effect. 
Johnson,  who  thought  that  '*all  was  false  and 
hollow,"  despised  the  honied  words,  and  was 
even  indignant  that  Lord  Chesterfield  should, 
for  a  moment,  imagine  that  he  could  be  the 
dupe  of  such  an  artifice.  His  expression  to 
me  concerning  I^ord  Chesterfield,  upon  this 
occasion,  was,  "  Sir,  afler  making  great  pro- 
fessions, he  had,  for  many  years,  taken  no 
notice  of  me ;  but  when  my  Dictionanr  was 
comin<^  out,  he  fell  a  scribbling  in  *The  World* 
about  It.  Upon  which,  I  wrote  him  a  letter, 
expressed  in  civil  terms,  but  such  as  might 
show  him  that  I  did  not  mind  what  he  said  or 
wrote,  and  that  I  had  done  with  him." 

This  is  that  celebrated  letter  of  which  so 
much  has  been  said,  and  about  which  curiosity 
has  been  so  long  excited,  without  being  grati- 
fied. I  for  many  years  solicited  Johnson  to 
favour  me  with  a  copy  of  it,  that  so  excellent  a 
composition  might  not  be  lost  to  posterity.  He 
delayed  from  time  to  time  to  give  it  me* ; 
till  at  last,  in  1781,  when  we  were  on  a  visit  at 
Mr.  Dilley*s,  at  Southhill  in  Bedfordshire,  he 
was  pleased  to  dictate  it  to  me  from  memory. 
He  afterward?  found  among  his  papers  a  copy 
of  it,  which  he  had  dictated  to  Mr.  Barctti, 
with  its  title  and  corrections,  in  his  own  hand- 
writing. This  he  gave  to  Mr.  Langton;  adding, 
that  if  it  were  to  come  into  print,  he  wished  it 
to  be  from  that  copy.  By  mr,  Langton*9  kind- 
ness, I  am  enablea  to  enrich  my  work  with  a 
perfect  transcript  of  what  the  world  has  so 
eagerly  desired  to  see. 

TO  THE  EARL  OF  CHESTERFIELD. 

"February?.  1755. 

"  Mr  Loan,  —  I  have  been  lately  informed,  by 
the  proprietor  of  *  The  World,*  that  two  papt^rs,  in 
which  my  Dictionary  is  recommended  to  the  public, 
were  written  by  your  lordship.  To  be  so  dis- 
tinguished, is  an  honour,  which,  being  very  little 
accustomed  to  favours  from  the  great,  I  know  not 
well  how  to  receive,  or  in  what  terms  to  acknow- 
ledge. 

**  When,  upon  some  slight  encouragement,  I 
first  visited  your  lordship,  I  was  overpowered,  like 
the  rest  of  mankind,  by  the  enchantment  of  your 
address,  and  could  not  forbear  to  wbh  that  I  might 
boast  myself  Le  tKiinquewr  du  vainqueur  de  la  terre'i 


time,  declined  to  comply  with  the  request,  saying,  with  a 
smile,  '*  No,  Sir ;  I  have  nnrt  tlie  dug  too  much  alreadv ; "  or 
words  to  that  purooae —  Boswell.  Thii  adraistion  (avours 
my  opinion  iliat  Johnfon,  when  the  6rtt  ebullition  of  temper 
had  •ubeided,  felt  that  lie  had  been  unreasonably  violent.  — 
CaoKsa. 

^  No  very  moderate  expectation  for  "are/iirrt/and  uncourtly 
•cholar."  Johnson's  oersonal  manners  and  habits,  even  at  a 
litter  and  more  polished  period  uf  his  Uie,  would  probably  not 
have  been  much  to  t>orU  Chesterfield's  taste ;  but  it  must  be 

o  3 
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Svinton,  gnvdy  remarked,  that  be  bad  probably 
preached  the  same  rcrmon  before  the  univertity  : 

*  Ye«.  Sir  (uys  Johnsoo),  but  the  univeraity  were 
not  to  be  hanged  the  next  morning.' 

**  I  forgot  to  obeerve  before,  that  vben  be  left 
Mr.  Meeke,   (as   I   have  told  above,)  he  added, 

*  About  the  aame  time  of  life,  Meeke  was  left  be- 
hind at  Oxford  to  feed  on  a  fellovahip,  and  I  went 
t«)  London  to  get  my  living :  now.  Sir,  tee  the  dif- 
ference of  our  literary  character!  1**1 

The  following  letter  was  written  by  Dr. 
Johnson  to  Mr.  Chambers,  of  Lincoln  College, 
afVerwards  Sir  Robert  Chambers,  one  of  uxe 
judges  in  India* : 

JOHNSON  TO  CHAMBERS. 

■•London,  Nov.  SI.  1754. 

**  DsAa  Sia,  —  The  eommitMon  which  I  de- 
layed to  trouble  you  with  at  TOur  departure,  I  am 
now  obliged  to  send  you ;  and  beg  that  yoo  will  be 
to  kind  as  to  carry  it  to  Mr.  Warton,  of  Trinity,  to 
whom  I  should  have  written  immediately,  but 
that  I  know  not  if  he  be  yet  come  back  to  Ox- 
ford. 

••  In  the  catalogue  of  MSS.  of  Gr.  Brit,  see  vol. 
L  page  18.  MSS.  Bodl.  MAarraiux  xv.  martyntm 
tub  •/■/ioao,  ametore  T^eopkflaeto. 

**  It  is  desired  that  Mr.  Warton  will  inquire,  and 
send  word,  what  will  be  the  cost  of  transcribing 
this  manuscript 

**  Vol.  ii.  p.  92.  Num.  1029.  58.  Coll.  Nov.  — 
Commentaria  in  Atta  ApotioL  ^  CcmmtiU.  in  Sepiem 
JSpiiialaa  CatkoiiM*. 

**  He  is  desired  to  tell  what  is  the  age  of  each  of 
these  manuwripti ;  and  what  it  will  cost  to  have  a 
transcript  of  the  two  fint  pages  of  each. 

•*  If  Mr.  Warton  be  not  in  Oxford,  you  may  try 
if  you  can  get  it  done  by  any  body  else ;  or  stay  till 
be  comes  according  to  your  own  oonrenience.  It 
b  for  an  Italian  HUrata. 

•*  The  answer  is  to  be  directed  to  his  Excellency 
Mr.  Zon,  Venetian  Resident,  Soho  Square. 

**  I  hope,  dear  Sir,  that  you  do  not  regret  the 
change  of  London  for  Oxford.  Mr.  Baretti  is  well, 
and  Miss  Williams;  and  we  shall  all  be  glad  to 
bear  from  you,  whenever  you  shall  be  so  kind  as  to 
write  to.  Sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

"  Sam.  Jornsok.** 

The  degree  of  Master  of  Arts,  which,  it  has 
been  obsenred,  ooold  not  be  obtained  for  him 
at  an  earl^  period  of  his  life,  was  now  con- 


1  Cmrk  m€mm»  wtofUUa  eorda.  Pwetty  vas  ttav  sthaaliM 
which  nwito  Mmimmi  •xrrt  a  gradu  naturatlf,  It  mvf  h«  tup- 
poMd.  BAor«  vtcoroot  thai  Mrvke'a,  and  he  vat  now  be^in- 
•!««  to  tn)or  the  fame,  of  which  to  maof  ymn  of  polnful 
dliiTOM  and  pmarr  had  laid  the  feoBdatioa.  M*«k#  had 
llv«d  an  ea»f  Itfr  of  orcmt  rompvtenea ;  and  oa  the  whole, 
pvrhapt,  as  llttl**  coTtod  Johnson,  as  Jobnion  him;  the 
foodnata  and  Juttkv  of  ProHdenco  equallto,  lo  a  d»gTO>  not 
alwajt  visible  at  first  slrht.  the  happlncos  of  iMDhlod  —mtc 
wUH  mtmii  fwtf  nmims  Hwrtrnjgw/cfrl/M.— C.  I SS I .  Mccke  dM 
abottt  S«p«afnbrr,  ITS4.  His  d«ath  was  Mlowsd  bjr  a  curloo* 
incident  Hi»raep  Walpole.  In  on^  of  hit  curiosity-hants,  la* 
•aitdina  to  visit  a  Sir  '|*hoinas  ttwvrs.  »««  misdirrcted  to  poor 
M^^kj^t  partonagr,  wher*  he  arrived  soon  after  his  dacrasv, 
and  was  sttrpritad  to  find  the  house  shut  op.  and  lo  be  told 
**  Iho  Miieroan  Is  doad  suddvniv.**  He  drova  avaf  bHIovInf 
that  iyr  Thomas  was  no  more.  Soa  lottor  to  Mont^a.  S  Oct. 
im.  —  Canasa,  ia4«. 

s  Sir  Rohart  Ch—hgri  was  horn  tai  1717.  at  Ne«eaillo. 


sidered  as  an  honour  of  considerable  import- 
ance^ in  order  to  f^rue  the  title-page  of  his 
DictionarT ;  and  his  character  in  the  Uterarj 
world  being  by  this  time  deserredly  hi^h,  hi« 
friends  thought  that,  if  proper  exertions  were 
made,  the  University  of  Oxford  would  pay 
him  the  compliment. 


JOHNSON  TO  THOMAS  WARTON. 

"  [LoDdooJ  Not.  ».  17M. 

<'  DcAE  Si  a, —  I  am  extremely  obliged  to  you 
and  to  Mr.  Wise,  for  the  unconmmn  care  which 
you  have  taken  of  my  interest '  ;  if  you  can  accom- 
plish your  kind  design,  I  shall  certainly  take  me  s 
little  habitation  among  you. 

*'  The  books  which  I  promised  to  Mr.  Wi$e,  I 
have  not  been  yet  able  to  procure :  but  1  shall  send 
him  a  Finnick  Dictionary,  the  only  copy,  perhaps, 
in  England,  which  was  presented  me  by  a  learned 
Swede :  but  I  keep  it  back,  that  it  may  make  a  set 
of  my  own  books*  of  the  new  edition,  with  which 
I  sliall  acoompany  it,  more  welcome.  Tou  will 
assure  him  of  my  gratitude. 

•*Poor  dear  Collins  *  1  ^  Would  a  letter  gtrc 
him  any  pleasure  ?     I  have  a  mind  to  write. 

■■  I  am  glad  of  your  hindrance  in  yoor  Spenserian 
design  ',  yet  I  would  not  have  it  delayed.  Thr^ 
hours  a  day  stolen  from  sleep  and  amoseneot  will 
produce  it.  Let  a  Servitour  *  transeribe  the  quo. 
tatiotts,  and  interleave  them  with  referrncc\  to 
save  time.  This  will  shorten  the  work,  and  Icsaeo 
the  fiitiguc 

**  Can  I  do  any  thing  to  promoting  the  diploma? 
I  would  not  be  wanting  to  eo-operate  with  vf^ur 
kindness ;  of  which  whatever  be  the  effect,  I  slia^*' 
be,  dear  Sir,  your  most  obliged,  &c. 

**  Sam.  Jouviok.*' 


JOHNSON  TO  THOMAS  WARTON. 

**CLoadaoJDec.  Sl.l7a4• 
««  Dbab  Sib,  ^  I  am  eitremcly  sensible  of  the 
favour  done  me,  both  by  Mr.  Wiae  and  younelt 
The  book*  eaanot,  I  think,  be  printed  in  les«  ttisn 
six  weeks,  nor  probably  so  soon ;  and  f  will  keep 
back  the  title-page  Ibr  sneh  an  insertion  as  yoo 
seem  to  promise  me.  Be  pleased  to  let  me  kno« 
what  money  I  shall  send  you,  ftir  hearing  the  ei* 
penae  of  the  affair  [of  the  degree] ;  and  I  vill  tak* 
eare  that  you  may  have  it  rMdy  at  yoor  band. 


and  hU  hroth^  the  Earl  of  Ekkm.  and  aftprwsrdi  ihU 
thrnm)  0  meinbor  of  Univorsltj  lollrii«>.  It  «u  b*  *'*'*' 
lof  Chaoibers,  vh«B  o  Mhnr  of  University,  thst  J  •"*« 
bacMM  aoQualntod  with  Lord  Slowvll ;  and  whm  0>  i  •<  '^ 
went  to  iDdla,  Lord  8«owrll,  as  he  oxpraasod  It  to  me.  '*»* '  "*•• 
to  suervcd  to  his  aloee  lo  Juhnsoo*s  M^ndshlo."  —  iHcsiS. 

s  in  urocaring  hin  the  dasm  of  M.  A.,  ay  dipAooM.  A 
Oaford.  —  WaaroM. 

4  The  lUniblar Caeaaa. 

■  Collins  (the  poot)  waa  at  thia  ttmeat  Oxford,  oo  s  ntii 
lo  Mr.  Warton ;  hat  labo«u1ii«  undor  iho  mo*i  Ur|>l»r*'''* 
Imfuor  of  hodjr,  and  dc^cctlitn  of  aalnd.  — Waarnii.  H*-  •«• 
th^  son  of  a  hAttar  In  Chicbostcr ;  bora  la  *7a>,  anU  J «« 
thrrvizas— CaoaiB. 

•  Of  publishing  a  *oltiM«  of  uhaoi  »ntiom  on  Sprn»«^  V 
was  hindarvd  bj  my  taking  pumU  in  this  Collcgr  —  ^^  ^•^* 

^  Young  studeou  of  tha  low  eat  rank  are  so  caiflt  — 
WsaroM. 

•  HUDfetloMffy.-WAi 


£r.45. 
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i  "  I  Ind  ktelf  the  fitvour  of  a  letter  from  your 
I  fapocbcr,  with  tome  aceount  of  poor  Collins,  for 
I  whoa  I  im  much  conoemed.  I  have  a  notion, 
■  Omk  bf  verf  great  temperance,  or  more  properly 

ibaiaeacf,  be  may  yet  recover. 

"That  is  an  old  English  and  T4itin  book  of 

:  pom  by  Barclay,  called  "The   Ship  of  Fools;" 

I  K  (ke  cod  of  which  are  a  number  d  Eglopues,  — 

'  n  he  Tritcs  it,  from  Bj^opa,  — vbich  are  probably 

iW  fnt  in  our  language.     If  you  cannot  find  the 
'  hoot  I  vill  get  Mr.  Dodsley  to  send  it  you. 
"  I  sbsll  be  extremely  glad  to  hear  from  you 

VKKi  to  kDOv  if  the  affair  proceeds.     I  have  roen- 

rcned  it  to  none  of  my  friends,  for  fear  of  being 

bnfSed  at  for  my  disappointment. 
*-  VoQ  know  poor  Mr.  Dodsley  has  lost  his  wife ; 

I  M'..te  he  is  much  affected.     I  hope  he  will  not 

utifer  to  much  as  I  yet  suflRnr  for  the  loss  of  mine. 

1  b«c  ever  since  seemed  to  myself  broken  off  from 
makiod;  a  kind  of  solitary  wanderer  in  the  wild 
^  life,  without  any  direction,  or  fixed  point  of 
nev ;  a  gloomy  gaaer  on  the  world,  to  which  I 
ite  little  relation.  Yet  I  would  endeavour,  by 
t'<-Mp  of  yon  and  your  brother,  to  supply  the 
vAt  of  cU»er  nnioo  by  friendship ;  and  hope  to 
•«ve  long  the  pleasure  of  being,  dear  Sir,  most 
al«ctioQately  jours,  Sah.  Johnson." 

[JOHNSON  TO  JOSEPH  WARTON. 

**  [London,]  Dec  24.  1754. 
"Dr^B  Sia, —  I  am  cat  down  to  an«wer  your 

*  4  \etttr,  though  I  know  not  whether  I  shall 
^'-ct  u  10  as  that  it  may  reach  you;  the  mis- 
•'^L^e  of  it  will  be  no  great  matter,  as  I  have 
. ;  urg  to  lend  but  thanks,  of  which  I  owe  you 
'•'■J*  y<t,  if  a  few  should  be  lost,  I  shall  amply 

*■' '  :brai  in  my  own  mind  ;  and  professions  of  re- 

>  r,  uf  vhich  the  profession  will  easily  l>e  renewed 

*  ibe  rsspect  continues :  and  the  same  causes 

*  J  fim  produced  can  hardly  fail  to  preserve  it. 
'''  *  Wt  me  know,  however,  whether  my  letter 
•'''.■Uwsytoyou. 

'I'-^or  dear  Collins  I* — Let  me  know  whether 
'*i  Uhak  it  would  give  him  pleasure  if  I  should 
*nt«  )o  kiiiL  /  have  o/Um  httn  near  Ai«  state,  and 
'^■^tff*  havs  it  in  great  commiseration. 

"1  'wctf  tly  wish  you  the  usual  pleasures  of  this 
'^'W  Mawo^  and  more  than  the  usual  pleasures, 
l''^  <^  eontcmplation  on  the  great  event  which 
''*  fcttivsl  eommemoratcs.  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your 
^"1  "fcrtiistiU  and  moat  humble  servant, 

•*  Sam.  Johmsom."] 
•  Ufi. 


th«  loof  .tost  Bi 


tragedy 


!&«  loof 'UMt  BBABBoraoif.  s  tragedy 
rrvod  ^  Soldas.  -~  CaAaLi*  BimatT. 
i  ta(Ml|f«Ao«M/M|ralas7  ve  kawe 


Mw  aias7  iMfkawe 
iaetfmartmlitgr  It  wst  the  batil- 
^hUotopbar  CraoCor.  —  Caoxxa. 


CHAPTER  Xn. 
17fi5— 1758. 

JchmMon  M»A.  bjf  Dipinma.  -—  CorreMpondenee  with 
WarUm  and  the  Authoritiee  ttf  the  Univenity,  — 
PmblicatioM  of  the  Dietwnary,  —  Remarhable 
Definitione.  —  Abridgment  of  the  Dictionary.  — - 
The  Univertal  Vteiter.  —  The  Literary  Maga- 
zine. —  Defence  of  Tea,  —  Pulpit  Ditcourue,  — 
Propo»aUfor  an  Edition  of  Shahapeare.  — Jonae 
HoMway,  —  Soame  Jenyns,  —  (^arke  Bmmey. 

In  1755  we  behold  him  to  great  advantage ; 
his  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  conferred  upon 
him,  his  Dictionary  published,  his  correspond- 
ence animat>ed,  his  benevolence  exercised. 

JOHNSON  TO  THOMAS  WARTON. 

"  [London,]  Feb.  1. 1756. 

**  Da  A  a  Sir,  —  I  wrote  to  you  some  weeks  ago, 
but  believe  did  not  direct  accurately,  and  therefore 
know  not  whether  you  had  my  letter.  I  would, 
likewise,  write  to  your  brother,  but  know  not 
where  to  find  him.  I  now  begin  to  see  land,  after 
having  wandered,  according  to  Mr.  Warburton*s 
phrase,  in  this  vast  sea  of  words.  What  reception 
I  shall  meet  with  on  the  shore,  I  know  not : 
whether  the  sound  of  bells,  and  acclamations  of  the 
people,  which  .^riosto  talks  of  in  his  last  Canto*, 
or  a  general  murmur  of  dislike,  1  know  not: 
whether  1  shall  find  upon  the  coast  a  Calypso  that 
will  court,  or  a  Polypi  "mie  that  will  eat  me.  But 
if  Polypheme  comes,  have  at  his  eye.  I  hope, 
however,  the  critics  will  let  me  be  at  peace ;  for 
though  I  do  not  much  fear  their  skill  and  strength, 
I  am  a  little  afraid  of  myself,  and  would  not 
willingly  feel  so  much  ill-will  in  my  bosom  as  lite- 
rary quarrels  are  apt  to  excite. 

**  Mr.  Baretti  is  about  a  work  for  which  he  is  in 
great  want  of  Crescimbeni,  which  you  may  have 
again  when  you  please. 

**  Tliere  is  nothing  considerable  done  or  doing 
among  us  here.  We  are  not,  perhaps,  as  innocent 
as  villagers,  but  most  of  us  seem  to  be  as  idle.  I 
hope,  however,  you  are  busy;  and  should  be 
glad  to  know  what  you  are  doing.  I  am,  dearest 
Sir,  your  humble  servant,  Sam.  Johmsom.** 

JOHNSON  TO  THOMAS  WARTON. 

**  [London,]  Feb.  4. 17S5. 

"  Dsaa  Sia,  —  I  received  your  letter  this  day, 
with  great  sense  of  the  favour  that  has  been  done 
me  * ;  for  which  1  return  my  most  sincere  thanks : 
and  entreat  you  to  pay  to  Mr.  Wise  such  returns 
as  I  ought  to  make  for  so  much  kindness  so  little 
deserved. 


*  **  Sento  vralr  per  sIleKmsa,  an  tuono 

Cbe  fremar  r  aria,  •  rlmboinlMr  br  1*  ooda : 
Odo  di  KUHIV  &c. 

Ortando  FmHo$e,  c  slrl.  s.  9.  —  Waioar. 


•  HIi  dear—  had  now  ^ 

„__  , ,_.  Jnally  granlad  by  thir  university :  U 

WW  carrtad  wltboat  a  dItMoiiaBt  voioa.  —  Wabvoii. 


nut  the  miflhiget  of  the  heads  of 
bat  WM  noCyet  fiDalli 
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**  I  sent  Mr.  Wise  tbe  Lexicon,  and  ftfterwurds 
wrote  to  him ;  but  know  not  whether  he  had  either 
the  book  or  letter.  Be  so  good  as  to  contrive  to 
inquire. 

**  But  why  does  my  dear  Mr.  Warton  tell  me 
nothing  of  himself?  Where  hangs  the  new 
▼olume  *  ?  Can  I  help  ?  Let  not  the  past  labour 
be  lost,  for  want  of  a  little  more :  but  snatch  what 
time  you  can  from  the  Hall,  and  the  pupils,  and 
tbe  coffee-house,  and  the  Parks",  and  complete 
your  design.     I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c., 

"Sax.  Johksoh.** 


JOHNSON  TO  THOMAS  WARTON. 

**  [London,]  Feb.  13.  1755. 

**  Deae  Sta,  —  I  had  a  letter  last  week  from 
Mr.  Wise,  but  hare  yet  heard  nothing  from  you, 
nor  know  in  what  state  my  little  affair  stands ;  of 
which  I  beg  you  to  inform  me,  if  you  can,  to- 
morrow, by  the  return  of  the  post. 

"  Mr.  Wise  sends  me  word,  that  be  has  not  had 
the  Finnick  Lexicon  yet,  which  I  sent  some  time 
ago ;  and  if  he  has  it  not,  you  must  inquire  after 
it.     However,  do  not  let  your  letter  stay  for  that. 

**  Your  brother,  who  is  a  better  correspondent 
than  you,  and  not  much  better,  sends  me  word, 
that  your  pupils  keep  you  in  College:  but  do 
they  keep  you  from  writing  too  ?  Let  them  at 
least  give  you  time  to  write  to,  dear  Sir,  your 
most  affectionate,  5;c.,  Sax.  Johksom.*' 


JOHNSON  TO  THOMAS  WARTON. 

**  [London,]  Feb.  1755. 
•*  DiAE  Si  a,—  Dr.  King'  was  with  me  a  few 
minutes  before  your  letter ;  this,  however,  is  the 
first  instance  in  which  your  kind  intentions  to  me 
have  ever  been  frustrated.*  I  have  now  the  full 
effect  of  TOur  care  and  benevolence;  and  am  far 
from  thinking  it  a  slight  honour  or  a  small  advan- 
tage ;  since  it  will  put  the  enjoyment  of  your  con- 
versation more  frequently  in  the  power  ot,  dear  Sir, 
your  moat  obliged  and  alTcctionate, 

**  Sax.  JoavsoN. 

•«  P.S.  I  have  enclosed  a  letter  to  the  Vice- 
Chanecllor,  which  you  will  read ;  and,  if  you  like 
it,  seal  and  give  him." 


As  the  puUic  will  doubtless  be  pleased  to 
see  the  wnole  progress  of  this  well-earned 
academical  honour,  I  shall  insert  the  Chancellor 
of  Oxford's  letter  to  the  UniTersity,  the  di- 
ploma, and  Johnson's  letter  of  thanks  to  the 
Vice-Chancellor. 


)  On  Spraier.  —  Waktow. 

*  The  walk!  ncAf  Oiford  to  called.  —  Cbomb. 

>  Prtnrtpal  of  Saint  Mary  Hall,  at  Oxford.  He  brouirht 
with  him  the  diploma  rrom  Oxford.  —  WAaroN.  Dr.  Wii. 
Ham  KitiK  WAt  bora  In  KyCi ;  rnterrd  of  Ballol  KOI  ; 
D.  C.  L..  17151  and  Principal  of  Saint  llarj  llall  In  l7iH. 
In  I7'it,  h«  vat  a  randltlatr  for  th«  rcpr«««ntatlon  of  Iha 
unl*rr»itr  In  parlUunrnt.  on  tbe  Tory  lntere»t;  but  waa  de- 
Crated.  Il^  wa*  a  »it  and  a  Acholar.  and.  In  particular, 
celebrated  for  hit  latlnltT ;  hlirhlT  obnnilout  to  tbe  Hano- 
eertaii  party,  and  tbe  idol  ct  tbe  Jacobttce,  k  appean  ttom 
hit  Anixdotrt  of  bit  own  Tlmca.  publubed  In  I«i9.  that  ha 
of  llMM  tetruflUd  wtfch  tho  knovledfe  of  tbe  Pro- 


TO  THE  REV.  DR.  HUDDESFORD, 

IPretldent  of  Trinity  Collefe.]  Vice-Chancellor  of  the 
Jnltertity  of  Oxford ;  to  be  communicated  to  tbe  Hvaili 
of  lloutea,  and  proposed  in  ConTocatlou. 

••  Grotvenor  Street,  Feb.  4. 17». 
"  Ma.  VicE-CHAKccLix»a,  AVD  Gkntlkmbn  ; — 

"  Mr.  Samuel  Johnson,  who  was  formerly  of 
Pembroke  College,  having  very  eminently  distin- 
guUhed  himself  bj  the  publication  of  a  series  of 
essajs,  excellently  calculated  to  form  the  manners 
of  the  people,  and  in  which  the  cause  of  religion 
and  morality  is  every  where  maintained  hy  the 
strongest  powers  of  argument  and  language ;  and 
who  shortly  intends  to  publish  a  Dictionary  of  tbe 
English  tongue,  formed  on  a  new  plan,  and  exe- 
cuted with  the  greatest  labour  and  judgment ;  I 
perstude  myself  that  I  shall  act  agreeably  to  the 
sentiments  of  the  whole  university,  in  desiring  that 
it  may  be  proposed  in  convocation  to  confer  on 
him  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  by  diploma,  to 
which  I  readily  give  my  consent ;  and  am,  Mr. 
Vice-Chancellor,  and  Gentlemen,  your  affectionate 
friend  and  servant,  AaaAX.** 


Terra.  Sctl. 

HiUrll. 
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"DIPLOMA  MAGISTRI 
JOHNSON. 


•«  CANCELLAHWS,    Ma^gtri,   cf    Sekohm 
UnivtraitatU  OxomieniU  cmmilms  ad  qwm  kne  f*ntmt 
Beripimm  pervenerit,  mUuiem  in  Domino  $emjtittrmam. 

**  Citm  turn  in  Jinem  gradu$  aeademiei  d  majorihu* 
noHria  insHtuH  /merinif  mt  viri  inptmio  et  daetrind 
pr€t$tanU»  tihdia  quoqua  prmltr  eaUrot  innfmirmtrnt; 
eitmque  rtV  doeiitnmua  Samuel  Johnson  i  Collf^« 
JPtmbrochiensif  $cripti»  »nis  popularimm  mort§  tutor* 
mantibui  dudum  liierato  orbi  imnohterit ;  q*i»  d 
lingua  patri4B  turn  omandat  tnm  gtalrUiemda  {Ltxu^ 
Bcilieti  Anglieamwn  ammmo  timdio,  namimo  d  «e  judicio 
congtatumpropediem  editnruM')  etiam  mmme  miiHuim'  m 
impendat  optram  ;  Noa  igitur  CanctHarima^  Magi$tn, 
et  Seholarea  antedieti,  ni  virum  de  iiieria  hwrnantori- 
but  optimi  tneritum  diutiua  iithanoratmm  pneterfauuM, 
in  so/enai  Comvoeaiiona  Doctomm^  Magi$iromm, 
Rtgtniiumt  et  non  Regentium,  dtcimo  die  Stnm 
FebrMorii  Anno  Domini  AfiHeaimo  Stpiingtntin»o 
Qninquagtaimo  quinto  kabita^  pnefatum  tm^ 
Samuelem  Johnson  {contpiraniibua  omnimm  »•/• 
fragiia)  Magiatrwm  ta  AfUbma  rtnnmtiavimut  *t  iV' 
atituimuai  tumqmt  virtuta  praraentia  dipb'm*iti», 
aingulia  jmribua,  privilegiia,  et  homoribna  ad  i*f«« 
gradum  qniqnd  pertinentibua  frui  at  gandere  Jm»tin,^u 

**  In  evfna  rti   testimonium   aigiilwm  CntrrriiMM 
Oxonienaia  pntaeuhbua  apponi  ftcimuM. 

•*  Datum  in  Domo  noatra  Comvoeaiiemia  die  90° 
Menaia  Feb.  Ammo  Domu  praMiicio, 

**  Diptoma  aupra  aii  iptum  per  Regiatratium  Ifxt^ 
erat,  et  ex  deerato  remerabitia  Domma  eommmtU  (  •••- 
varaitaiia  aigilio  — i*— >  "  • 


tender's  beinf  In  London  In  tbe  latter  end  of  tb*  nifn  ti 
Georae  tbr  Second,  where  Dr.  Ktnf  «aa  Intml-^*^  f«*  '  •>*• 
HIi  Memoirt  lay.  In  I7fi0 ;  but  tbia  la  auppoerd  t»  br  ah  r^rer 
of  tbe  preM  or  tranacriber  for  USX  He  diod  w  li«*)-  '^ 
CaoKca. 

*  I  tiippoee  Johaenn  meant,  that  my  ki'md  mafwinm  nf  t»-n| 
the  /IntAn  fira  bim  tbe  itood  n«wB  &t  tbe  d*  itrr  tm  of 
granted  wat/rmstraird  because  Dr.  Klnir  bntu|rbt  it  N-  j<S 
my  Intelligence  arrived  —  WA«roti.  Dr.  King  wa*  wh.i«< 
tar)  to  Lord  Arran.  as  CbAnrellnr  of  OxfnrA,  —  Cauata. 

*  Tbe  oriffiiial  li  in  my  pneseaatoo.  —  Beawnx*  It  ■*■ 
belongs  to  Mr.  Pocock.  *  Caoi 
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«*  Loodini,  Mo  Cd.  Mvt.  ]7ftS. 

-  VIRO  REVERENDO  [ GEORGIO  ] 
HUDDESFORD,  S.T.P.  UiiiTersitatis  Ozoni- 
eosia  yice-Cancellario  Dignissimo,  S.  P.  D. 

"Sam.  Johmsok. 

"INGRATUS   piane    et  tibi  et    miki   vitUar, 

Btn  qttOMio  me  gaudio  affecerintt  quo*  nuper  miAi 

komortM  (fe,  aredo,  auciort'),  deerevit   Sttuxhu  AauU 

■acvs,   literarum,    quo    tanun   nihil  leviutt    officio, 

ngimifinm  :  iuffraing   eHam,  nin  comittUem,  qud  vir 

cruMiw'    miki  veairi  UaiimoHtum  umorit  in  man  us 

tradiditt  agmoaeam  et  lawlem.      Si  quid  est,  undi  rei 

grai^  aeeedat  gratia,  hoe  ipto  magia  mihi  placet, 

n  tempore  in  ordinee  Academicoe  denud  eoopta- 

teff  J»m,  qmo  tuam  imminmere  auctoritatem,  famamque 

Oxmui   l^dere,    ommibue   mod&e  conantur    homines 

eafiit  nee  tamen  aeuti :  quibue  ego,  prout  viro  umbra' 

tieo  Hemitf  semper  restiti,  semper   restiturue.      Qui 

emim^  inter  has  rerum  proeeSas,  vel  tUn  pel  Aeademisi 

defwerO^  iUnm  virtuti  et  Uteris,  aibique  et  poeteris,  de- 

/utmrum  existimo.      VaUr 

JOHNSON  TO  THOMAS  WARTON. 

**CLoodonJ  March  90. 1755. 

•"  DxAm  SiK, —  After  I  receiTed  my  diploma,  I 
vToCe  you  a  letter  of  thanks,  with  a  letter  to  the 
Viee-Chaxieellor,  and  sent  another  to  Mr.  Wise; 
bat  have  heard  from  nobody  since,  and  begin  to 
think  myself  forgotten.  It  is  true,  I  sent  you  a 
doable  letter,  and  you  may  fear  an  expensiire  corre- 
spoodent ;  but  I  would  hare  taken  it  kindly,  if  you 
kid  reCiuiied  it  treble;  and  what  is  a  double  letter 
to  •  /wMf  ki»g%  thmt  having  fellowship  and  fines,  can 
deep  without  a  Modus  in  his  head?  ' 

«•  Desr  Mr.  Warton,  let  me  hear  from  you,  and 
tcU  me  something,  I  care  not  what,  so  I  hear  it 
but  from  you.  &»mething,  I  will  tell  you  :  —  I 
hope  to  see  my  Dictionary  bound  and  lettered, 
Bsxt  week  ;  —  vastd  mole  superbus.  And  I  have  a 
greet  mind  to  eome  to  Oxford  at  Easter ;  but  you 
will  not  invite  me.  Shall  I  come  uninvited,  or 
stay  here  where  nobody  perhaps  would  miss  me  if 
I  went?  A  hard  choice !  But  such  is  the  world 
lo,  dear  Sir*  yours,  &e.  Sajc.  Johmsov."  ' 

JOHNSON  TO  THOMAS  WARTON. 

**  ILonioa;}  BIsrch  95.  )755. 
•*  Dkab.  Sim,  —  Though   not  to  write,  when  a 
men  een  write  so  well,  is  an  oSbnoe  sufficiently 


1  We  ttaj  concetre  whrnt  a  high  gratiaestloa  It  most  hare 
CO  J<miMoa  to  receive  hU  diploaia  from  the  hands  of 
dw  gnat  Dr.  Kins,  whose  prindpliei  wars  so  eaogmdal  with 
hb  own.  —  Boswiu* 
e         •*  These  Cdlowshf ps  are  pretty  things  ; 
We  live  indeed  Uke  pcttj  Uofi, 
Aod  every  nUht  I  went  to  bed. 
Without  a  Hbdos  in  mjr  hesd." 

WAaroM't  Progress  qf  Diseonient. 
>  The  feilowine  extract  of  a  letter  from  Thomas  Warton  to 
Ms  brtitbcr  will  snow  his  first  sentlmcnto  oo  this  grest  worli : 
«•  I9tta  Awril,  1755.  Tlie  Dictionary  Is  arrivea;  the  pre- 
tee  is  nObfe.  There  is  a  grammar  prefixed,  and  the  hUtorjr 
of  the  langnafe  U  pretty  full ;  hut  jcn  may  plainly  perceive 
erakes  of  lasfty  and  Indolence  They  are  two  most  oowieldy 
Tolames.  I  have  written  him  an  invitation.  1  fear  his  pre- 
tep  will  dlsgoit,  by  the  expressions  of  his  conieioosnest  oi 
lepeiiority,  aod  of  bis  contempt  of  patron^ie.  The  Rawlln- 
loo  henrbction  won't  do  for  Johnfton.  which  1i  thli— .a  pro- 
fnsonbip  oiBOl.  per  annnm,  which  Is  not  to  tsiHuf  place  these 
forty  years  ;  a  fellowship  to  Hertford  College,  which  is  too 
smple  for  them  to  receive  agreeably  to  Newton's  statutes  ; 


heinous,  yet  I  shall  pass  it  by.  I  am  >ery  glad 
that  the  Vice- Chancellor  was  pleased  with  my 
note.  I  shall  impatiently  eipect  you  at  London, 
that  we  may  consider  what  to  do  next.  I  intend 
in  the  winter  to  open  a  BiUiothiique^  and  remember, 
that  you  are  to  subscribe  a  sheet  a  year :  let  us 
try,  likewise,  if  we  cannot  persuade  your  brother 
to  subscribe  another.  My  book  is  now  coming  m 
Imminie  oras^  What  will  be  its  &te  I  know  not, 
nor  think  much,  because  thinking  is  to  no  purpose. 
It  must  stand  the  censure  of  the  great  vulgar,  and 
the  small i  of  those  that  understand  it,  and  that 
understand  it  not.  But  in  all  this,  I  suffer  not 
alone ;  every  writer  has  the  same  difficulties  and, 
perhaps,  every  writer  talks  of  them  more  than  he 
thinks. 

"  You  will  be  pleased  to  make  my  compliments 
to  all  my  friends ;  and  be  so  kind,  at  every  idle 
hour,  as  to  remember,  dear  Sir,  yours,  &c., 

"  SikM.  Johnson." 

Dr.  Adams  told  me,  that  this  scheme  of  a 
*'  Biblioth^ue  **  was  a  serious  one :  for  upon 
his  visiting  nim  one  day,  he  found  his  pnrlour 
floor  covered  with  parcels  of  foreign  and  En- 
glish literary  journals,  and  he  told  Dr.  Adams 
he  meant  to  undertake  a  Review.  **  How,  Sir, 
(said  Dr.  Adams,)  can  you  think  of  doing  it 
alone  ?  All  branches  of  knowledge  must  be 
considered  in  it.  Do  you  know  Mathematics  ? 
Do  you  know  Natural  Histoir?'*  Johnson 
answered,  "  Why,  Sir,  I  must  do  as  well  as  I 
can.  My  chief  purpose  is  to  give  my  country- 
men a  view  of  what  is  doing  in  literature  upon 
the  continent;  and  I  shall  have,  in  a  good 
measure,  the  choice  of  my  subject,  for  I  shall 
select  such  books  as  I  best  imderstand.*'  Dr. 
Adams  suggested,  that  as  Dr.  Matv  had  just 
then  finished  his  "  Biblioth^ue  Britanm'que," 
which  was  a  well-executed  work,  giving  fo- 
reigners an  account  of  British  publications,  he 
might,  with  great  advantage,  assume  him  as 
an  assistant.  **JJe,  (said  Johnson)  the  little 
black  dog !  Fd  throw  him  into  the  Thames."  * 
The  scheme,  however,  was  dropped. 

In  one  of  his  little  memorandum  books  I 
find  the  following  hints  for  his  intended  Review 
or  Literary  Journal ;  **  The  Annals  of  Lite' 
rature^  foreign  aa  well  as  domestic.     Imitate 


and  a  fellowship  to  8t  John's  College.  Neither  of  the  last 
are  to  talie  place  these  forty  years.*'  By  the  Rawlinson  be. 
nefactton.  Dr.  Hall  understood  the  Anglo-Saxon  professor- 
ship which  was  foonded  in  1750,  but  did  not  take  eifect  before 
1795.  —  CaoRsa. 

*  Matthew  Maty.  M.D.  and  F.  R.  S.,  was  bom  In  Holland 
in  1718,  and  educated  at  Leyden,  but  he  came  In  1740  to 
settle  In  England.  He  l>ecame  secretary  to  the  Koyal  So- 
ciety in  1765,  and  in  1772,  prlnciml  librarian  of  the  British 
Museum.  Maty  beina  the  friend  and  admirer  of  Lord  Ches- 
terfleld,  whose  works  he  afterwards  published,  would,  as  Dr. 
Hall  observes,  particularly  at  this  period,  hare  little  recom- 
mendation to  the  good  opinion  of  the  lexicographer ;  but 
his  Journal  BriUtnnioue  is  mentioned  by  Mr.  Gibbon  in  a 
tone  very  diflTerent  from  Dr.  Johnson's.  **Th1s  humble 
though  useful  labour,  which  had  once  been  dignified  by  the 
genius  of  Bayle  and  the  learning  of  Le  Clere,  was  not  dis- 

Saeed  bv  the  taste,  the  knowledge,  and  the  Judgment  of 
sty.  His  style  is  pure  and  eloquent,  and  In  his  virtues 
or  even  in  his  defects  he  may  be  rPckon<'d  as  one  of  the  Uoat 
disciples  of  the  nchool  of  Fontenellp."  Gibbon' t  Miscct' 
laaeous  Works,    Dr.  Maty  died  In  1776.  —  Crokee. 
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Le  Clere  —  Bajle  —  Barbejrac.  Infelicity  of 
Journals  in  England.  Works  of  the  learned. 
We  cannot  take  in  all.  Sometimes  copy  from 
foreign  Journalists.    Always  tell.*' 

JOHNSON  TO  BIRCH. 

**  Much  ».  I75S. 
«  Sia,  —  I  hare  MDt  some  parti  of  my  Dictionary, 
such  as  were  at  hand,  for  your  inspection.  The 
Hfour  which  I  beg  is,  that  if  you  do  not  like 
them,  you  will  say  nothing.  I  am.  Sir,  your  most 
afTectionate  bumble  serTaot,       Sam.  Johmsox." 


BIRCH  TO  JOHNSON. 

«•  Norfulk  Straet.  April  8. 17S5. 
"  Sxa, —  The  part  of  your  Dictionary  which  you 
haye  favoured  me  with  the  sight  of  has  given  me 
such  an  idea  of  the  whole,  that  I  must  sincerely 
congratulate  the  public  upon  the  acquisition  of  a 
work  long  wanted,  and  now  executed  with  an  in- 
dustry,  accuracy,  and  judgment,  equal  to  the  im- 
porunce  of  the  subject  You  might,  perhaps,  hare 
chosen  one  in  which  your  genius  would  have  ap- 
peared to  more  adrantage,  but  you  could  not  have 
fixed  upon  any  other  in  which  your  labours  would 
have  done  such  substantial  service  to  the  present 
age  and  to  posterity.  I  am  glad  that  your  health 
has  supported  the  application  necessary  to  the  per- 
formance of  so  vast  a  task  ;  and  can  undertake  to 
promise  you  as  one  (though  perhaps  the  only)  re- 
ward of  it,  the  spprobauon  and  thanks  of  every 
well- wisher  to  the  honour  of  the  English  langusge. 
I  am,  with  the  greatest  regard.  Sir,  your  most 
faithful  and  most  affectionate  humble  servant, 

««Tho.   BiacH.** 

Mr.  Charles  Bumey,  who  has  since  dis- 
tinguished himself  so  much  in  the  science  of 
music,  mad  obtained  a  Doctor's  degree  from 
the  University  of  Oxford,  had  been  driven 
from  the  capital  by  bad  health,  and  was  now 
residing  at  Lynns  Reffis  in  Norfolk.  He  had 
been  so  much  deligfatea  with  Johnson*8  ^  Ram- 
bler," and  the  plan  of  his  Dictionary,  that 
when  the  great  work  was  announced  in  the 
newspmers  as  nearly  finished,  he  wrote  to 
Dr.  Johnson,  begging  to  be  informed  when 
and  in  what  manner  hb  Dictionary  would  be 
published ;  intreatinff,  if  it  should  be  by  sub- 
scription, or  he  shoiud  have  any  books  at  his 
own  disposal,  to  be  favoured  with  six  copies 
for  himself  and  friends. 

In  answer  to  this  application.  Dr.  Johnson 
wrote  the  following  letter,  of  which  (to  use 
Dr.  Bumey *s  own  words)  ^*  if  it  be  remembered 
that  it  was  written  to  an  obscure  ^oung  man, 
who  at  this  time  had  not  much  distinguished 
himself  even  in  his  own  profession,  but  whose 
name  could  never  have  reached  the  author  of 
*  The  Rambler,*  the  politeness  and  urbanity 
may  be  opposed  to  some  of  the  stories  which 


have  been  lately  circulated  of  Dr.  Johnson's 
natural  rudeness  and  ferocity.* 

JOHNSON  TO  BURNEY, 
Lp»ue  B€^tt  Norfolk, 
-  Goof  h  Square,  Fleet  Street,  ApHl  8.  I7&5. 

*'  Sia,  —  If  you  imagine  that  by  delayinf^  my 
answer  I  intended  to  shew  any  neglect  of  the 
notice  with  which  you  have  favoured  me,  you  will 
neither  think  justly  of  yourself  nor  of  me.  Your 
civilities  were  offered  with  too  much  elegance  not 
to  engage  attention ;  and  I  have  too  much  pleasure 
in  pleasing  men  like  you,  not  to  feel  very  sensibly 
the  distinction  which  you  have  bestowed  upon  me. 

**  Few  consequences  of  my  endeavours  to  please 
or  to  benefit  mankind  have  delighted  me  more  than 
your  friendship  thus  voluntarily  offered,  which  now 
I  have  it  I  hope  to  keep,  because  I  hope  to  con- 
tinue to  deserve  it. 

**  I  have  no  Dictionaries  to  dicposeof  for  mj^elf, 
but  shall  be  glad  to  have  you  direct  your  frii-nds 
to  Mr.  Dodsley,  because  it  was  by  his  recommenda- 
tion that  I  was  employed  in  the  work. 

'*  When  you  have  leisure  to  think  again  upon  me 
let  me  be  favoured  with  another  letter ;  and  another 
yet,  when  you  have  looked  into  my  Dictionary. 
If  you  find  fiiults,  I  shall  endeavour  to  mend 
tliem ;  if  you  find  none,  I  shall  think  jou  blinded 
by  kind  partiality :  but  to  have  made  you  partial 
in  his  favour,  will  very  much  gratify  the  ambliiuo 
of;  Sir,  your  most  obliged  and  most  humble  M:r* 
vant,  Sam.  Johnson.'* 

Mr.  Andrew  Millar,  bookseller  in  the  Strand, 
took  the  principal  charge  of  conductintr  the 
publication  of  Johnson's  Dictionary;  aii<i  ^f 
the  patience  of  the  proprietors  was  repoatnily 
triea  and  almost  exhausted,  by  their  extteiting 
that  the  work  wotild  be  completed  wittiin  the 
time  which  Johnson  had  sanguinely  supixt^cd, 
the  learned  author  was  often  goaded  u>  dis- 
patch, more  especially  as  he  had  received  oil 
the  oopy-monev,  by  different  drafts,  a  con* 
siderabie  time  before  he  had  finished  his  ts.^k. 
When  the  messenger  who  carried  the  but  f  btiH 
to  Millar  returned  Johnson  asked  him,  **^^'i'll. 
what  did  he  aay  ?**  —  Sir,  (answered  the  mt^- 
senger)  he  said,  *  Thank  God,  I  have  done  with 
him.***  "I  am  clad  (replied  Johnson,  withes 
smile,)  that  he  Uianks  (jrO]>  for  any  thing."* 
It  is  remarkable,  that  those  with  whom  John- 
son chiefly  contracted  for  his  literary  labouis 
wer«  Scotchmen,  Mr.  Millar  and  Mr.  Strshsn. 
Millar,  though  himself  no  great  judge  of  liter- 
ature, had  good  sense  enough  to  have  for  h» 
friends  very  able  men  to  give  him  their  opinion 
and  advice  in  the  ptirchase  of  cop^ght ;  the 
consequence  of  which  waa  hia  aoauiring  a  vorv 
lar^  fortune,  with  great  liberality.  John^oo 
said  of  him,  **  I  respect  Blillar,  Sir ;  he  b^ 
raised  the  price  of  literature.**  The  same 
praise  may  be  justly  given  to  Panckouckt%  the 
eminent  bookseller  of  Paris.*      Mr.  Stralun't 


1  %\r  Jnhn  Tfnwkint,  p.  Ml..  1nft4>nt  tvo  nocn  a*  havlnf     To  have  delibtralelT  written  notes  In  maA  terms  would  bar* 

poAMtl  fxr'iK'rIf  hftwi-on  Andrew  Millar  and  Johii»o[i.  to  the  i  been  inoroir.  —  Botwrj.!.. 

alMve  ifTt*  I.      I  am  a>«ur»d  thU  wa«  not  the  ca»r.     In  the  '      *  "  Panckourke."  t^yt  the  Btographte  UnlTrrt^H^    **  •» 

way  oft  (ici  lent  tl  remark  It  wa«  a  pleatant  play  uf  rtMlerj.  !  condalMit  g^ncrciueuimt  eover*  lee  auteuri  qo'U  r>Tp«7* 
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Sbenfitj,  jndgment  and   success,    are   well 

IDOVIL 


JOHNSON  TO  MR.  LANGTON, 

Ai  Lamfftanf  lAnecbuhxre, 

**  Mar  6.1705. 

"So, —  It  has  been  long  obsenred,  that  mca  do 

Botnipeet  &ults  which  they  do  not  commit ;  your 

/  on  tkgmee  of  mannera,  and  punctuality  of  com- 

piuaocci  did  not  su^r  you  to  impute  to  me  that 

I  acsligcDce  of  which  I  was  guilty*  and  [for]  which 

Iktft  not  since  atoned.      I  received  both  your 

ktten,  lad  recdved  them  with  pleasure  propor- 

twutc  to  the  esteem  which  so  short  an  acquaint- 

{  UM  strongly  hnpreased,  and  which  1  hope  to  con- 

I  fins  by  oearcr  knowledge,  though  I  am  afraid  that 

.  pitiiicatioQ  will  be  for  a  time  withheld. 

'     "  /  bate,  indeed,  published  my  book ',  of  which  I 

bc|  to  koov  your  fiithcr's  judgment,  and  yours ; 

nd  I  bare  now  staid  long  enough  to  watch  its  pro- 

$Ka  in  the  worid.      It  has,  you  see,  no  patrons, 

attd,  I  tbiok,  has  yet  had  no  opponents,  except  the 

^raia  of  the  oolfee-bouae,  whose  outcries  are  soon 

^Bpmcd  into  the  air,  and  are  thought  on  no  more: 

from  this,  therefore,   I  am  at  liberty,  and  think  of 

taking  the  opportunity  of  this  interval  to  make  an 

cicufiioii,  and  why  not  then  into  Lincolnshire? 

«r,  to  mention  a  stronger  attraction,  why  not  to 

4tir  Mr.  Langton  ?     I  will  give  the  true  reason, 

vljcfa  I  know   yoa    will   approve :  —  I  have  a 

^Hther  mote  thiao    eighty  years    old,   who    has 

"Butcd  the  days  to  the  publication  of  my  hook,  in 

ho^  of  seeing  me ;  and  to  her,  if  I  can  disengage 

■r*«lf  here,  I  resolve  to  go.' 

*  As  I  know,  dear  Sir,  that  to  delay  my  visit  fbr 
&  Raioo  like  this,  will  not  deprive  me  of  your 
'■*«m.  I  beg  it  nay  not  lessen  your  kindness.  I 
^*«  «ay  arldom  received  an  offer  of  friendship 
*M  I  lo  earnestly  desire  to  cultivate  and  mature. 
*hU  rqoiee  to  bear  from  you,  till  I  can  see  you, 
*^  viU  aee  yoo  aa  soon  as  I  can ;  for  when  the 
-Jtv  that  calls  me  to  Lichfield  is  discharged,  my 
xf  Imaiiao  will  carry  me  to  Langton.  I  shall  de- 
i;.'.t  to  bear  the  ocean  roar',  m  see  the  stars 
'v^'-kle,  in  the  company  of  men  to  whom  Nature 
'  ^  Ml  spread  bcr  volumes  or  utter  her  voice  in 


*  D»  Dot,  dear  Sur,  make  the  slowness  of  this 
'**'*'  a  precedent  lor  delay,  or  imagine  that  I  ap- 
***e  the  iaeiviltty  that  I  have  committed ;  for  T 
^t  kaewe  yoa  cnoogh  to  love  you,  and  sincerely 
**  *eh  a  farther  knowledge ;  and  I  assure  you, 
**■*  aaie,  that  to  live  in  a  house  that  eontains 
^aA  s  tebcr  and  aneb  a  son,  will  be  aoeonnted  a 
i«7  earwMfimn  daigrea  of  pleasure,  by,  dear  Sir, 
?*r  aoit  oUifad  aod  ooet  bumble  servant, 

"  Sam.  Jobxsov." 


t.  • 


.  et  n  n*eD  St  pes  plus  mal  set  sflUies. 
4»vt»t  lo  rcOMlet-voaf  de«  £crfTain«  les  plus  dis- 
'^    Ct  tat  lol  qol  maglna  le  Momiteur^  Journal  qu'on 
'  •'  VI  m  ari  da  yoovotr  existant."  —  CaoKss,  1840. 

n%  Uiakmarj Boovsll. 

k  nobofMtod  chjs  tbif  du^  was  not  performed:  soo 
"  '^ury  t79S.  and  July  30.  l76>.  — Caoasa 

,  Is  tan  or  twelre  mile*  from  the  coast. 


JOHNSON  TO  THOMAS  WARTON. 

**  [London.]  May  13.  17SS. 
"  Dsaa  Sia, —  I  am  grieved  that  you  should 
think  me  capable  of  neglecting  your  letters;  and 
beg  you  will  never  admit  any  such  suspicion  again. 
I  purpose  to  come  down  nest  week,  if  you  shall  be  j 
there ;  or  any  other  week,  that  shall  be  more  agree- 
able to  you.  Therefore  let  me  know.  1  can  stay 
this  viait  but  a  week,  but  intend  to  make  prepara- 
tions for  a  longer  stay  next  time ;  being  resolved 
not  to  lose  sight  of  the  University.  How  goes 
ApoUonins?*  Don't  let  him  be  forgotten.  Some 
things  of  this  kind  must  be  done,  to  keep  us  up. 
Pay  my  complimento  to  Mr.  Wise,  and  all  my 
other  friends.  I  think  to  come  to  Kettel-Hall.' 
I  am,  Sir,  your  most  affectioiuite,  &o., 

**  Sax.  Johnsom.** 


[JOHNSON  TO  RICHARDSON. 

'•  May  17.  1756. 

"  Dsaa  Sia,  —  As  you  were  the  first  that  gave 
me  notice  of  this  paragraph,  I  send  it  to  you,  with 
a  few  little  iMtes,  which  I  wish  you  would  read. 
It  is  well,  when  men  of  learning  and  penetration 
busy  themselves  in  these  inquiries,  but  what  is  their 
Idleness  b  my  business.  Help,  iiideed,  now  comes 
too  late  for  me,  when  a  large  part  of  my  book  has 
passed  the  press. 

"  1  shall  be  gUd  if  these  strictures  appear  to  you 
not  unwarrantable ;  for  whom  should  be,  who  toils 
in  settling  a  language,  desire  to  please  but  him  who 
is  adorning  it  ?  I  hope  your  new  book  is  printing. 
Maele  nood  vtrfefe.  I  am,  dear  Sir,  most  respect* 
fully  and  most  affectionately,  your  humble  servant, 
'^Barwood  MSS.  "SaM.  Johksok.*'] 


JOHNSON  TO  THOMAS  WARTON. 

**  [London,]  Juno  10. 17A6. 
**  DsAE  Sia,  —  It  is  strange  bow  many  things 
will  happen  to  intercept  every  pleasure,  though  it 
[be]  only  that  of  two  frieiMla  meeting  together.  I 
have  promised  myself  every  day  to  inform  you  when 
you  might  expect  me  at  Oxfiord,  and  have  not  been 
able  to  fix  a  time.  The  time,  however,  is,  I  think, 
at  last  come ;  and  I  promise  myself  to  repose  in 
Kettel-Hall,  one  of  the  first  nights  of  the  next 
week.  I  am  afraid  my  stay  with  you  cannot  be 
long ;  but  what  is  the  inference  ?  We  must  en- 
deavour to  make  it  cheerful.  Twish  your  brother 
could  meet  us,  that  we  might  go  and  drink  tea  with 
Mr.  Wise  in  a  body.  I  hope  he  will  be  at  Oxford, 
or  at  his  nest  of  Brituh  and  Saxon  antiquities.'  I 
shall  expect  to  see  Spenser  finished,  and  many 
other  things  beguiL  Dodsley  is  gone  to  visit  the 
Dutch.  The  Dictiooanr  eells  welL  The  rest  of 
the  world  goes  on  as  it  £d  Dear  Sir,  your  most 
affeetiooatc^  &e.,  Sam.  Jorksok." 


*  A  trsnstation  of  ApoUonlus  Rhodias  wss  now  failended  by 
Mr.  Walton.  _  Wabton. 

*  Kottrl-Hall  la  an  ancient  tenement  built  about  the  year 
1615,  by  Dr,  Ralph  KettaU  President  of  Trinity  Collego.  for 
the  accommodation  of  commoners  of  that  society.  It  anUotos 
ti.e  eollegr  ;  and  was  a  few  jears  ago  convorted  Into  a  prlTate 
house.  —  IIai^rs. 

«  At  Bllsfleld,  three  miles  from  Oxford..  Wastom. 
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JOHNSON  TO  THOMAS  WARTON. 

•*  [Loodoo.]  Jane  M.  1755. 

"  DcAft  Sift,  ^  To  talk  of  eoming  to  yon,  and 
nol  yet  to  eome,  hai  an  air  of  trifliag  which  I 
would  not  wilUngl  J  have  among  yoa ;  and  which, 
I  believe,  you  will  not  willingly  impute  to  me, 
when  I  have  told  you,  that  lince  my  promise,  two 
of  our  partners*  arc  dead,  and  that  I  wai  •olicitcd 
to  Butpend  my  eieunion  till  we  could  recorer  from 
our  confusion. 

**  1  have  not  laid  aside  my  purpoae ;  fiir  every 
day  makes  me  more  impatient  of  staying  from  you. 
But  death*  you  know,  bcara  not  supplications,  nor 
pays  any  regard  to  the  convenience  of  mortals.  I 
hope  now  to  see  yon  nest  week ;  but  nest  week  is 
but  another  name  tat  to-morrow,  which  has  been 
noted  for  promising  and  deceiving.     I  am,  &c., 

^Sak.  Johmsom.'* 


JOHNSON  TO  THOMAS  WARTON. 

-rLoadao,]Ai«.  7.1755. 

*  DsAft  Sis,— I  told  you  that  among  the  manu- 
scripts are  some  things  of  Sir  Thomas  More.  I  beg 
you  to  pass  an  hour  m  looking  on  them,  and  pro- 
cure a  transcript  of  the  ten  or  twenty  first  lines  of 
each,  to  be  compared  with  what  I  have ;  that  I 
may  know  whether  they  are  yet  published.  The 
manuscripts  are  these : 

•'Catalogue  of  BodL  Ma  p.  12S.  f.  S.  Sir 
Thomas  More.  1.  Fall  of  angels.  S.  Creation 
and  fill!  of  mankind.  S.  DetCTmination  of  the 
Tirinity  lor  the  rescue  of  mankind.  4.  Five  lectures 
of  our  Saviour's  passion.  5.  Of  the  institution  of 
the  sacrament,  three  lectures.  6.  How  to  receive 
the  blctsed  body  of  our  Lord  tacramentally.  7. 
Neoroenia,  the  new  moon.  8.  Ve  trittUia,  tmdio, 
pavort^  et  oratio$u  Ckriiti  omit  eaptiotum  ^fu$, 

**  Catalogue,  p.  154.  Life  of  Sir  Thomas  More. 
Qm,  Whether  Roper*s  ?  P.  363.  Dt  resignatiome 
Magni  Si^UH  im  mamu  Jleyit  per  D.  rAomarn 
MvrmmL     Fag.  364.     Man  Defwmno  Marie, 

"If  you  procure  the  young  gentleman  in  the 
library  to  write  out  what  you  think  fit  to  be  written, 
I  will  send  to  Mr.  Prince  the  bookseller  to  pay 
him  what  you  shall  think  proper.  Be  pleased  to 
make  my  compliments  to  Mr.  Wise,  and  all  my 
friends.     I  am,  Sir,  your  affectionate^  &e., 

*•  Sam.  Johnsok.'* 

The  Dictioiurr,  with  %  Grammar  and  His- 
tory of  the  English  Langvace,  being  now  at 
length  published,  in  two  Tolumes  folio*,  the 
world  contemplated  with  wonder  so  stupendous 
a  work  achieved  by  one  man,  while  other 
countries  had  thought  such  undertakinnra  fit 
only  for  whole  academies.  Vast  as  his  powers 
wert^  I  cannot  but  think  that  his  imaffination 
deceived  him,  when  he  supposed  that  \y  con- 
stant application  he  might  have  performed  the 


I  BoAktrt1«rt  cotif^nwd  In   bit  DklkMaty — Wastow. 
Mr.  Paul  Knapton  died  on  tb«  t3ih,  aiw 
man  rm  the  imii  Jun«.  I7yt.— Caosti. 


ifT.  — W4 

TboaiM 


Loof- 


*  tt  rM.mm  out  on  the  IMh  April.  I7M  —  pr\e^  lA  ]Q« 
Th^n*  haw  been  •rvrral  edit (■  mi  In  tao  roiKj^to  and  quarto; 
and  In  I^IA.  a  \%.tf,f\j  aii|nn4*nted.  l>ut  not  prM  ortion.illjr  Im. 
prof  «d,  adit  Inn  »at  puhllthrd  bf  Mr.  T«*dd  in  four  v<ilun>r« 
^uarlo*    h  U  to  b«  hoped  that,  Ui  anj  Oilare  cdiiiun,  uo 


task  in  three  years.  Let  the  Preface  he  at* 
tentiYcly  perused,  in  which  is  given,  in  a  clear, 
strong,  and  glowing  style,  a  comprehensive, 
yet  particular  view  of  what  he  had  done ;  and 
It  will  be  evident  that  the  time  he  employed 
upon  it  was  comparatively  short  I  ain  un- 
willing to  swell  my  book  with  long  quotations 
from  what  is  in  everybody's  hands,  and  I 
believe  there  are  few  prose  compositions  in  the 
English  language  that  are  read  with  more  de- 
light, or  are  more  impressed  upon  the  memorr, 
than  that  preliminaiy  discourse.  One  of  its 
excellencies  has  always  struck  me  with  pc^cu- 
liar  admiration;  I  mean  the  perspicuity  with 
which  he  has  expressed  abstract  scientidc  no- 
tions. As  an  instance  of  this,  I  shall  quote  the 
following  sentence:  ^When  the  radical  i<les 
branches  out  into  parallel  ramificatioms  h(»w 
can  a  consecutive  series  be  formed  of  scn^ci  In 
their  own  nature  collateral  ?** '  We  have  litre 
an  example  of  what  has  been  often  said,  and  I 
believe  with  justice,  that  there  is  fur  every 
thouffht  a  certain  nice  adaptation  of  wonU 
which  none  other  could  equal,  and  which  whon 
a  man  has  been  so  fortunate  as  to  hit,  he  Iki^ 
attained,  in  that  particular  case,  the  perfection 
of  language. 

The  extensive  reading  which  was  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  accumulation  of  authorities 
and  which  alone  may  account  for  Johnson' •>  re- 
tentive mind  being  enriched  with  a  ver}-  Uv^^ 
and  various  store  of  knowledge  and  iina^Hrr, 
must  have  occupied  several  years.  The  Pre- 
face furnishes  an  eminent  instance  of  a  douUe 
talent,  of  which  Johnson  was  fully  con>oii>u5. 
Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  heard  him  say,  ^  There 
are  two  things  which  I  am  confident  I  csn  do 
very  well :  one  is  an  introduction  to  any  lite- 
rary work,  stating  what  it  b  to  contain,  nnd 
how  it  should  be  executed  in  the  mtjst  yurM 
manner;  the  other  is  a  conclusion,  shmrinz 
from  various  causes  why  the  execution  hxs  n»t 
been  equal  to  what  the  author  promiscHl  to 
himself  and  to  the  public.** 

llow  should  puny  scribblers  be  abnshetl  and 
disappointed,  woen  they  find  him  displaying  s 
peri'ect  theory  of  lexicographical  exceihiiv*** 
yet  at  the  same  time  candidly  and  mo^U'^tiT 
allowing  that  he  ^'  had  not  satisfied  hi»  own 
expectations.**  Here  was  a  fair  occasion  Ut 
the  exendse  of  Johnson*s  modesty,  when  b< 
was  called  upon  to  compare  his  own  anluo..i 
performance,  not  with  those  of  other  iinii* 
viduals,  (in  which  case  his  inflexible  n'S'-ir  i  t-i 
truth  would  have  been  violated  had  be  uHi-ru-J 
difiidenee,)  but  with  speculative  perfection  ;  sj 
he,  who  can  outstrip  all  his  competitors  in  ib< 
race,  may  yet  be  sensible  of  liis  defiuci'-i 


Mr.  Todd**  |>lra.  the  mMitiomt.  and  what  ara  caflr^  r'^-r 
turns  uf  JohiiMin'i  orlirloal  work,  may  bo  itimv  rlr^r'f  •*• 
arrurateijr  UlttiiiKuUhcd  than  tbey  wcra  bf  Mf.  T>>^1  * 
Crokir.  IMIk 

*  I  ctMtVM  that  I  cannot  Ho  tn  Mr.  Botwrtrt  T''  '"*" 
the  p^r$fucHitt/  n(  titU  pattasv.  1  do  not  tUKirrttuMl  i:  •** 
l»  thrrr  Dot  kiHitrthiiu  Uli(*  acontrMlktkm  la  frrnti  *  1*4 
pmralUU  be  accurately'  tald  to  hrmmek  trnt  ?—  Caoatt. 
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when  lie  runs  against  time.  Well  might  he 
saj,  that  ^  the  English  Dictionary  was  written 
with  little  assistance  of  the  learned;**  for  he 
told  me,  that  the  only  aid  which  he  received 
was  a  paper  containing  twenty  etymologies, 
sent  to  nim  by  a  person  then  unknown,  who  he 
was  afterwards  informed  was  Dr.  Fearce  \ 
Bishop  of  Rochester.  The  etymologies,  though 
they  exhibit  learning  and  judgment,  are  not,  I 
think,  entitled  to  the  first  praise  amongst  the 
varioiu  parts  of  this  immense  work.  The  de- 
finidoDS  baye  always  appeared  to  me  such 
astonishing  proofs  of  acuteness  of  intellect  and 
precisioa  of  language,  as  indicate  a  genius  of 
the  highest  rank.  This  it  is  which  marks  the 
niperior  excellence  of  Johnson*s  Dictionary  oyer 
others  equally  or  eyen  more  yoluminous,  and 
must  baye  made  it  a  work  of  much  greater 
mental  labour  than  mere  Lexicons,  or  Word' 
Booksy  as  the  Dutch  call  them.  They,  who 
will  make  the  experiment  of  trying  how  they 
can  define  a  few  words  of  whatever  nature, 
will  soon  be  satisfied  of  the  unquestionable 
justice  of  this  obseryation,  which  I  can  assure 
my  readers  is  founded  upon  much  study,  and 
upon  communication  wita  more  minds  than 
my  own. 

A  few  of  his  definitions  must  be  admitted  to 
be  erroneous.  Thus,  Wtndward  and  Leetoardy 
though  directly  of  opposite  meaning,  are  de- 
fined identically  the  same  way  [^toujord  the 
wind^;  as  to  which  inconsiderable  specks  it 
is  enough  to  observe,  that  his  Preface  an- 
nounces that  he  was  aware  that  there  might  be 
many  such  in  so  immense  a  work ;  nor  was  he 
at  all  disconcerted  when  an  instance  was 
pointed  out  to  him.*  A  lady  once  asked  him 
how  he  came  to  define  PasUm  the  knee  of  a 
horse :  instead  of  making  an  elaborate  defence, 
as  she  expected,  he  at  once  answered,  **  I^o- 
rance,  Manam,  pure  ignorance.**  His  definition 
of  Network  [at^  thing  reticulated  or  deciusaied 


>  Tf  Imj  Tmxtm,  ban  in  I8B0,  was  the  ion  of  a  dUtiU«r 
fai  Hiffa  Hfrfborn :  he  wee  educated  at  Trinitj  College,  Cam- 
bridge, and  became  Blahop  of  Bocbester  In  17S6.  He  died 
inw  as.  1774.    SeeMff.  under  19th  Maj.  1777.  —  Cboebb. 

3  He  oama  te  hia  Preface  the  deficiency  of  the  techoical 
part  of  hte  vofk  ;  and  be  said,  he  should  be  much  obliged  to 
me  for  dafliiitloni  of  norieal  ternia  for  hla  next  edition, 
vhieh  Iw  did  not  lire  to  superintend.  —  Bdkniy. 

>  BoswvU,  probablr  oat  of  tenderness  to  Johnson,  did  not 
gnv  tbe  olmojUotta  deflnitioas  ;  which  I  have  afforded  as  a 
Mrcsau7  explanation,  and  to  sare  my  readers  the  trouble 
ef  hmtiag  for  them  in  the  uM  editions ;  —  for  Mr.  Todd  has, 
TH>— tIflalitT  as  I  Udnit,  olallteratcd  some  and  altered  otlwri. 
-CaocBsulMrt. 

*  Tbe  Conmlaaioncrs  of  Excise,  hebif  olliended  by  this  se- 
wie  nttrtUm  oonaulted  Mr.  Morrnr,  then  Attomey-Oe- 
vral,  to  know  whether  redress  could  be  legally  obtained.  I 
artgfafd  to  have  procured  for  my  readers  a  copy  of  the  opinion 
vWeli  he  gmwe,  and  which  may  now  be  Justly  eonsidered  as 
hirtosj  :  bat  tbe  mysterious  secrecj  ofoflice.  It  seems,  would 
um  peraslt  ft.  I  am,  bowerer,  informed,  by  very  good  au- 
tbortty,  that  Ita  Import  was,  that  the  passage  might  be  con- 
•idered  aa  acttosMihle ;  but  that  it  would  be  more  prudent  in 
the  board  not  to  proaecate.  J<Anson  never  made  the  smallest 
dtaratkm  to  this  paaaafa.  We  find  he  still  reulned  his  early 
vr^udtoe  acahist  excise ;  for  in  *«The  Idler,"  No.  65.,  there 
■  tbe  fbllowiof  rery  extraordinary  paragraph :  "  The  an- 
tbeaddty  of  CSarendoa's  History,  thoucfa  printed  with  the 
tiarTian  of  one  of  the  first  nniTeralties  of  the  world,  had  not 
sa  nacxpeord  maauserfpt  been  happily  dlscoTercd,  would, 
vftUi  tbm  bdp  ofCsctkma  creduUtr.  have  been  brought  into 
,  bf  tha  two  lowest  of  all  human  beings,  a  scribbler 


at  equal  dietancee,  with  intersiiceg  between  the 
interwction**^^']  has  been  often  quoted  with 
sportive  malignity,  as  obscuring  a  thing  in 
itself  very  pkin.  But  to  these  frivolous  cen- 
sures no  other  answer  is  necessary  than  that 
with  which  we  are  furnished  by  his  own  Pre- 
face:— 

**  To  explain,  requires  the  use  of  terras  less  ab« 
struse  than  that  which  is  to  be  explained,  and  such 
tenns  cannot  always  be  found.  For,  as  nothing  can 
be  proved  but  by  supposing  something  intuitiTely 
known,  and  evident  without  proof,  so  nothing  can 
be  defined  but  by  the  use  of  words  too  plain  to 
admit  of  definition.  Sometimes  easy  words  are 
changed  into  harder,  as,  burial,  into  §€pmltmre  or 
interm«Mtf  dry,  into  tUsieeative;  drymesMf  inUr 
nedty,  or  aridOyj  fit,  into  paroxjfgm;  for  tbe 
eosaesf  word,  whatever  it  be,  can  never  be  translated 
into  one  more  easy.** 

His  introducing  his  own  opinions,  and  even 
prejudices,  under  ^neral  definitions  of  words, 
while  at  the  same  time  the  original  meaning  of 
the  words  is  not  explained,  as  nis 

'^ToBT  [a  caal  term,  derived,  lemppose,  from  an 
Irish  word  signifying  a  savage.  One  who  adheres  to 
the  ancient  eonstitntion  of  the  state  and  the  apostoHe 
hierarchy  of  the  church  of  England:  opposed  to  a 
irhig\ 

**  Whig  [the  name  ofafacdom], 

**  PxKsioir  [on  tdUnoanee  mads  to  any  on*  without 
an  equivalent.  In  England  it  is  generally  under* 
stood  to  mean  pay  given  to  a  Hate  hireling  for  treason 
to  his  country], 

**  PZNSioiisa  [a  slave  of  state  hired  by  a  stipend  to 
obey  his  master'\* 

**  Oats  [a  grain  which  in  England  is  generally 
given  to  horses,  but  in  SeaUand  sup^erte  the  people], 

**  Eicisx  [a  hateful  tax  levied  upon  commodities^ 
and  adjudged  not  by  the  common  judges  €f  property, 
but  by  waxTCBZS  Atretf  by  those  to  whom  excise  is 
paid],"** 


for  a  party,  and  a  conunlssionerof  exdse.'*    The  persons  to 
whom  he  alludes  were  Mr.  John  Oldmixon,  and  George 
Ducket,  Esq.— BoswiLL. 
I  am  more  fortunate  than  Mr.  Boswell,  in  being  able 

i through  the  favour  of  Sir  F.  Doyle,  deputy*  chairman  of  tbe 
(xcise  Board)  to  present  the  reader  with  the  case  submitted 
to  Lord  Mansfield,  and  bis  opinion. 

'*  Casejbr  the  opinion  qf  Mr,  AUomey'Oenrral. 

**  Mr,  Samuel  Joknaon  has  lately  pmblisked  *  A  Dictionary 
qf  the  EngUik  Language,*  in  wUck  ore  ike  /allowing 
words :  " 

"  *  Excisi,  H.  g.  A  hateftil  tax  lerfed  upon  commodities, 
and  adJudgM  not  by  the  comm<m  Judges  of  property,  but 
by  wretches  hired  by  those  to  whom  exoue  is  paid.' 

"  7V  aalAor's  deftmilion  being  obMerved  by  ike  ComrniS' 
turners  ef  Escise,  they  desire  tke  favour  t^  your  opimon. 
*■  Qu.  Wketker  it  wiU  not  be  considered  as  a  libel,  and  if  to, 
wketker  it  is  not  proper  to  proceed  against  tke  author,  prin- 
ters, and  pubUskers  thereof,  or  amy  and  lokieh  tf  them,  by 
ittformalion,  or  how  othervfiie  f ' 

'*  J  am  of  opinion  that  it  is  a  libel.  But  under  all  the  cir- 
eumstanees,  J  should  think  it  belter  to  give  him  an  oppor- 
tunitp  of  altering  his  definition  ;  and,  in  eau  he  do  not,  to 
threaten  him  with  an  infifrmation. 

"  m*  Hpo,  17M.  "  W,  Murray.'* 

Whether  any  such  step  was  taken.  Sir  Francis  Doyle  was 
not  able  to  dlscorer :  probably  not ;  but  Johnson,  in  bis 
own  octaro  abridgment  of  the  Dictionary,  had  the  good 
sense  to  omit  the  more  offenslTe  parts  of  the  definitions  of 
both  ExciHi  and  Fsmsion.  We  hare  already  seen  (ante, 
p.  6.  n.  a.)  the  probable  motlre  of  the  attack  on  the  Eseise,  — 
Cao&xa. 
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And  a  few  more,  cannot  be  fullj  defended,  and 
must  be  placed  to  the  account  of  capricious  and 
humorous  indulgence. 

Talking  to  mc  upon  this  subject  when  we 
were  at  Ashbourne  in  1777,  he  mentioned  a 
still  stronger  instance  of  the  predominance  of 
his  private  feelings  in  the  comjiosition  of  this 
work,  than  anj  now  to  be  found  in  it.  ^  You 
know,  sir,  Lonl  Gower  forsook  the  old  Jacobite 
interest.  When  I  came  to  the  word  Renegado^ 
afler  telling  that  it  meant  ^one  who  deserts  to 
the  enemj,  a  revolter,*  I  added,  SometimeM  we 
tojf  a  Gower.*  Thus  it  went  to  the  nress :  but 
the  printer  had  more  wit  than  I,  ana  struck  it 
out* 

Let  it,  however,  be  remembered,  that  this 
indulgence  does  not  display  itself  only  in  sar- 
casm towards  others,  but  sometimes  in  playful 
allusion  to  the  notions  commonly  entertained 
of  his  own  laborious  task.  Thus :  **  Grub 
Streety  the  name  of  a  street  in  London,  much 
inhabited  by  writers  of  small  histories,  dtctian' 
ariesy  and  temporary  poems ;  whence  any  mean 
production  is  called  Grub  Street.** — **Zexico- 
grapher,  a  writer  of  dictionaries,  a  harmleu 
dnidger  « 

At  the  time  when  he  was  concluding  his  very 
eloquent  Preface,  Johnson*s  mind  i^pears  to 
have  been  in  such  a  state  of  depression,  that 
we  cannot  contemplate  without  wonder  the 
vigorous  and  splendid  thoughts  which  so  highly 
distinguish  that  performance. 

**  I  (says  be)  may  surely  be  contented  without 
the  praise  of  perfection,  which  if  I  could  obtain  in 
tbii  gloom  of  tolitiide,  what  would  it  avail  roe  ?  I 
have  protracted  my  work  till  most  of  those  whom 
I  wished  to  please  have  sunk  into  the  grave ;  and 
success  and  misearriege  are  empty  wuiids.  1 
thercibre  dismiss  it  with  ISrigid  tranquillity,  having 
little  to  fear  or  hope  from  censure  or  from  pmiae.** 

That  this  indifference  was  rather  a  tempo- 
rary than  an  habitual  feeling,  appears,  I  think, 
from  his  letters  to  Mr.  Warton ;  and  however 
he  may  have  been  affected  for  the  moment,  cer- 
tain it  is  that  the  honours  which  his  great  work 
procured  him,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  were 
very  grateful  to  him.  His  friend  the  JSarl  of 
Cork  and  Orrery,  being  at  Florence^presented 
it  to  the  Academia,  deila  Crmaetu  Tnat  Aca- 
demy sent  Johnson  their  Voeabidanoy  and  the 
French  Academy  sent  him  their  DicHomaairty 
which  Mr.  Langton  had  the  pleasure  to  conyey 
to  him. 

It  must  undoubtedly  seem  strange,  that  the 
conclusion  of  his  Preface  should  m  expressed 
in  terms  so  desponding,  when  it  is  considered 
that  the  author  was  then  only  in  his  forty-sixth 


tiM 

DIeti 


(I 


Johnson  attraptod  the 
)  Go'rr.      He  bM 
tu  obvious  m«onlng«  and  aUo 


he  wrote 
Gorr  in  hif 
anUltrate/' 
opposition 
nivalrat  to 
JoroMtlsn )  aoMptod.  to  1741,  Ch«  oOlco  of  Vrlry  Seal,  and  was 
Che  oUecl  of  Moca  cmmmts  both  with  Whtn  and  Tortrt. 
air  CTU.  WllUaau  trMkally  caUs  him  ••  Hmmopcrimm  Cower/* 


year.  But  we  must  ascribe  its  gloom  to  thst 
miserable  dejection  of  spirits  to  which  he  wsi 
constitutionally  subject,  and  which  wss  sggrs- 
Tated  by  the  (Kath  of  his  wife  two  years  before. 
I  have  beard  it  ingeniously  observed  by  a  Isdj 
of  rank  and  elegance,  that  **  his  mehmcholy  wss 
then  at  its  mer^ian.**  It  pleased  Gon  to  gnni 
him  almost  thirty  years  ox  life  after  this  time; 
and  once,  when  he  was  in  apladd  frame  of  mind, 
he  was  obliged  to  own  to  me  that  he  had  en- 
joyed happier  days,  and  had  nianr  more  friends, 
since  that  gloomy  hour,  than  before. 

It  is  a  sSa  saymg,  that  ^  most  of  those  whom 
he  wished  to  please  had  sunk  into  the  grave;** 
and  his  case  at  forty-five  was  singularly  an- 
happy,  unless  the  circle  of  his  friends  wss  very 
narrow.  I  have  oflen  thou^t,  that  as  longevity 
is  generally  desired,  and  I  believe,  geperall) 
expected,  it  would  be  wise  to  be  contiDusIly 
adding  to  the  number  of  our  friends,  that  the 
lossof  some  may  be  supplied  by  others.  Fnewi- 
ship,  ''  the  wine  of  Bfe,**  shouki,  like  a  weU- 
stocked  cellar,  be  thus  continually  renewed; 
and  it  is  consolatory  to  think,  that  although  we 
can  seldom  add  what  will  equal  the  generous 
ftrst-growtki  of  our  youth,  yet  friendship  be- 
comes insensibly  old  in  much  less  time  than  U 
commonly  imagined,  and  not  many  years  arc 
required  to  muce  it  very  mellow  and  pleasant 
Wamdh  willf  no  doubt,  make  a  considerable 
difference.  Men  of  affectionate  temper  vA 
bright  fancy  will  coalesce  a  great  deal  sood'T 
than  those  who  are  cold  and  dull. 

The  proposition  which  I  have  now  endcs- 
voured  to  illustrate  was,  at  a  subsequent  |«r»Mi 
of  his  life,  the  opinion  of  Johnson  himselif.  He 
said  to  Sir  Joshua  Beynolds,  '^If  a  man  doe* 
not  make  new  acquaintance  as  he  sdvAna^ 
through  life,  he  will  soon  find  himself  IcAsiimc 
A  man,  Sir,  should  keep  his  friendship  >«  cc*- 
doaU  repair^ 

The  celebrated  Mr.  WOkes,  whose  notk»n» 
and  habits  of  lite  were  very  opposite  to  btA. 
but  who  was  ever  eminent  for  literature  ss^' 
vivacity,  sallied  forth  with  a  little  Jeu  dEijfnt 
upon  the  following  passage  in  his  Grammsr  ^ 
the  English  Tongue,  prefixed  to  the  Dictionsir 
^  H  seMom,  perhaps  never,  begins  any  hut  tM 
first  syUable.^  In  an  essay  printed  in^'Tbe 
Public  Advertiser,**  this  lively  writer  enunic- 
rated  many  instances  in  opposition  to  tow 
remark:    for  exMnple,  '^llie  aathor  of  ^ 

geniu.^ 
wtthtfto 


observation  must  be  a  man  of  a 
Atfimoa,  and  of  a  moat 
The  position  is  undoubtedly 
much  latitude. 

This  light  sally,  we  may  snppoae,  made 
great  impression  on  our  Lexicographer; 


fitr 


iMctionarr  In  Ke  otovlona  meaning,  and  aUo  '*  in  an 
M  "anu  beCamn/*  Lord  tiower.  after  a  Umit  « 
Id  the  WblR  ainlatry  (which  waa  loohed  npon  as  cqi 


But  itb  probable  that  JolniaoD*t 
thing  morf  prr«ooal, 
■cfaool,  mmti,  p.  S7.  n 

s  Kor  which  he  girea  ao 
a  Olcitonarr  who  tnoukl 

—  CaoK&a. 
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we  find  Alt  he  did  not  alter  the  passage  tQl 
■uTT/esn  afterwards.' 

Bis  kid  the  pleasiue  of  beiii^  treated  in  a 
^  difeent  manner  by  hn  old  pnpil  Mr. 
GiBJek,  in  the  following  coHiplimentary  Epi- 
pia: 

*Oir  Jobxbok's  DicnoxAET. 


"Tilk  of  war  with  a  Brhon,  hell  boldly  advance, 
IW  ooe  English  soldier  will  beat  ten  of  France; 
Would  we  alter  the  boast  from  the  sword  to  the 

Oiroddiare  still  greater*  still  greater  our  dmo  : 
la  the  deep  mines  of  acienee  though  Frenehmen 

myuni, 
da  tfcetr  streagth  be  eompar^d  to  Locke,  Newton, 

mdBovle? 
Let  tiMm  rally  their  heroes,  send  forth  all  their 


I 


'  vcrsfr-men  and  prase-men,  then  match  them 
with  oars! 
Tint  Shakspeare  and  Milton,  like  Gods  in  the 

Hjve  jNit  their  whole  drama  and  epic  to  flight ; 
lo  tatuts,  c|MstIea,  and  odes  would  they  cope, 
'Hteir  Bombers  retreat  belbre  Dryden  and  Pope ; 
Aad  Joboaon,  well  ann*d  like  a  hero  of  yore, 
H»  beat  forty   French',  and   will  beat  forty 


iohnaon  this  year  gave  at  once  a  proof  of 
^  beoerolence,  qnickness  of  apprenension, 
ad  sdairsble  art  of  composition,  in  the  assist- 
•«e  which  he  gave  to  Mr.  Zachariah  Williams, 
^■^  of  the  blind  lady  whom  he  had  humanely 
'^wed  onder  hia  roof.  Mr.  Williams  had 
1  A/ved  the  profession  of  physic  in  Wales ;  but, 
^^  a  Tery  strong  propensity  to  the  study  of 
^9m  philoaophy,  liad  made  many  ingenious 
•>^«&ees  towards  a  disoovery  of  the  longitude, 
■*i  RpaMl  to  London  in  hopes  of  obtaining 
^  r«8t  nariiainentary  reward.^  He  failed  d* 
'^fv^t :   b«t  Jofanaon,  having  made  himself 


icer  of  his  piinciples  and  experiments,  wrote 
^^  kaa  apampUet ^  pnbiiahea  in  quarto,  with 
•^  faQovo^  tttie :  ^An  Account  of  an  Attempt 
^  awertsiB  the  Longitude  at  Sea,  br  an  exact 
TVnry  of  the  Tanation  of  the  Magneticid 
^«*dle;  with  a  Table  of  the  Variations  at  the 
-vt  mnarkable  (^cs  in  Europe,  from  the 


'«  thr  AM  «tfltSoa.  pabttohcd  In  177S,  1 


ha  l«ft  out  the 


iMthM  aUddlc  or  ftoal  lyllable*  In  words  eom- 
or  dnfrad  froan  tba  Latin,  ■•  coin- 


•#  theFraaeh  A*a<lgiiif  vwfiwfvA  in  MCtlfag 
aod   cdttbaf  the  ealabrat«d  dtetloaary.— 

T^  a  oiriMhle  So  Canick*t  placaMHtyJf  we  are  to 
P7«o«  w  iMfc  M>  hlwielf  ttie  cbaractwr  of  Fntpero  to 
*leiaiw  '.«■«»,  p.  as. a.  f):  but H  forelj  li  not  avery  hapajr 
'^•'tavtt.  *  WrmmwmdiOtmktr^iif  pore:  mad  *miU 
**  *^  ■wav'art  ■wkaaad  aapUtlfai,  added.  It  woold 
'^'  «i«aM  ikcT  ibiied CaoKaa. 


'Matte, 


la.  m  t^iffm  11*1.  perHiaded  htBMtfthat  be 
It  of  aeeertalttina  the  kmaftode,  and 
a  long  life  m  Chat  deluiloQ — 

ke  nasM  of  Zacbartah  WflUaat. 
a  oopf  of  It  fa    1755  to  die 
rt  the  tide  to  bto  own  haad- 
I.  -^  Wabvon. 


year  1660  to  1660."t  To  diffuse  it  more  ex- 
tensively, it  was  accompanied  with  an  Italian 
translation  on  the  opposite  page,  which  it  is 
supposed  was  the  work  of  Signer  Baretti  ^  an 
Itafiaa  of  considerable  literature,  who  haying 
come  to  England  a  few  years  before,  had  been 
employed  in  the  capacity  both  of  a  language 
master  and  an  author,  and  formed  an  intimacy 
with  Dr.  Johnson.  This  pamphlet  Johnson 
presented  to  the  Bodleian  Library.  On  a  blank 
leaf  (^  it  is  pasted  a  paragraph  cut  out  of  a 
newspaper,  containing  an  account  of  the  death 
and  character  of  Williams,  plainly  written  by 
Johnson.'' 

Li  July  this  year  he  had  formed  some  sdieme 
of  mental  improvement,  the  particular  purpose 
of  which  does  not  appear.  But  we  find  in  his 
Prayers  and  MeditatianSj  p.  25.,  a  prayer  en- 
titled, "  On  the  Study  of  Philosophy,  as  an 
instrument  of  living;**  and  afler  it  follows  a 
note,  *'  This  study  was  not  pursued.^ 

On  the  13th  of  the  same  month  he  wrote  in 
his  Journal  the  following  scheme  of  life,  for 
Sunday:  **  Having  lived  (as  he  with  tendex^ 
ness  of  conscience  expresses  himself)  **not 
without  an  habitual  reverence  for  the  wibbath, 
yet  without  that  attention  to  its  religious 
duties  which  Christianity  requires ;  ** 


<( 


I.  To  ris«  early,  and  in  order  to  it,  to  go  to 
sleep  early  on  Saturday. 

**  2.  To  use  some  extraordinary  devotion  in  the 
morning. 

"  S.  To  examine  the  tenor  of  my  life,  and  par- 
ticularly the  last  week ;  and  to  mark  my  advances 
in  religion,  or  recession  from  it. 

**4.  To  read  the  Scripture  methodically  with 
such  helps  as  tart  at  hand. 

**  5.  To  go  to  church  twice. 

"  6.  To  read  books  of  divinity,  either  qieculative 
or  practical. 

"  7.  To  instruct  my  fiunily. 

'*  8.  To  wear  off  by  meditation  any  worldly  soil 
contracted  in  the  week.** ' 

In  1756  Johnson  found  that  the  great  fame 
of  his  Dictionary  had  not  set  him  above  the 
necessity  of  *^  making  provision  for  the  day  that 
was  passing  over  him."  ^  No  royal  or  noble 
patron  extended  a  munificent  hana  to  give  in- 


*  This  Ingraloiu  forrlgner,  who  w«t  a  native  of  Piedmont, 
eaane  to  Bnfiaad  aboot  the  year  I7B3,  and  died  hi  London. 
Maj  5. 17S9.  A  very  candid  ami  Judldoui  account  of  him  and 
hU  vorki.  written,  it  le  bellered.  by  a  diitinguielied  dignllavy 
In  the  cboreb,  [Dr.  Vfaioent,  Dean  of  WestmlaaCer.]  may  be 
fsand  hi  the  Gentleman*!  Magaalne  for  that  year.»  If  alomb. 

7  *«  On  Satarday  the  12th.  [July.  175S]  abo«t  twelve  at 
•IStat.  died  Mr.  Zachariah  WflHams.  In  hb  eisbty-thlrd  jcar. 
I  lllneat  eC  elglit  nBenChi,  In  full  potteieion  of  hie  mental 


He  has  been  long  known  to  phUoropbere 
■eamen  fcr  his  ifcill  In  magnetism,  and  hli  propoial  to  aaeer. 
tain  the  hNnUode  by  apeeullar  system  ef  the  variation  of  the 
compaai.  He  was  a  man  of  Inaostry  IndebtigaMa,  of  con* 
versatlon  tnodfenslve,  i»atlent  of  adversity  aod  disaaae.  easl- 
nently  sober,  tempeimte,  ami  ploos  (  aod  worthy  to  have 
ended  life  with  better  fortune.  **—  Boawaub. 

*  In  1765,  Johnson  t^ms  to  have  written  for  Mrs.  Lennx 
tfie  dedteatlon  to  the  Duke  of  Neweastle  of  bar  TVwistettm 
4f  8mUp*t  Mttmfm.'^  Caoaaa. 

*  He  was  so  for  fkvm  bainf  **  set  above  the  neeesaltv  of 
nuktaf  prevlsloo  for  the  day  that  was  passlnf  over  bhn/' 
that  he  appears  lo  have  bean  In  this  year  fa>  gnat  pecuniary 
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dependence  to  the  mftn  who  had  conferred 
atabilitj  on  the  huiguage  of  his  country.  We 
may  feel  indignant  that  there  should  haye  been 
such  unworthy  neglect;  but  we  must,  at  the 
same  time,  congratulate  ourselyes,  when  we 
consider,  that  to  this  very  neglect,  o(>eratinz  to 
rouse  the  natural  indolence  of  his  constitution, 
we  owe  many  yaluable  productions,  which 
otherwise,  perhaps,  misht  never  haye  appeared. 
He  had  spent,  during  the  progress  of  the 
work,  the  mone^  for  which  he  nod  contracted 
to  write  his  Dictionary.  We  haye  seen  that 
the  reward  of  his  labour  was  only  fiflcen  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five  pounds ;  and  when  the 
expense  of  amanuenses,  and  paper  and  other 
articles,  are  deducted,  his  clear  profit  was  very 
inconsiderable.  I  once  said  to  him,  "I  am 
sorry,  Sir,  you  did  not  get  more  for  your 
Dictionary.**  His  answer  was,  ^I  am  sorry 
too.  But  it  was  very  well.  The  booksellers  are 
generous,  liberal-mmded  men.**  He,  upon  all 
occasions,  did  ample  justice  to  their  character 
in  this  respect.  He  considered  them  as  the 
patrons  of  literature:  and,  indeed,  although 
they  have  eventually'  been  considerable  gainers 
by  l&is  Dictionary,  it  is  to  them  that  we  owe  its 
having  been  unaertaken  and  carried  through 
at  the  risk  of  great  expense,  for  they  were  not 
absolutely  sure  of  being  indemnifie<L 


[JOHNSON  TO  RICHARDSON. 

*•  ToMday.  19th  Feb.  17M. 
**  DxAE  SiE,-'!  return  you  my  tinoerest  thanks 
for  the  favour*  which  you  were  pleased  to  do  me 
two  nights  ago.  Be  pleased  to  accept  of  this  little 
book  ',  [probably  the  Account  of  the  Longitude], 
which  is  all  that  I  have  published  this  winter.  I'he 
inflamnution  is  conne  a^ain  into  my  eye,  so  that 
1  can  write  very  little.  I  am.  Sir,  your  most 
obliged  and  moat  humble  aertant, 
^  Bick,  Corrttp,  **  Sam.  Johnson.** 


JOHNSON  TO  RICHARDSON. 

**  Oottgh  Square,  16th  Harrh.  1736. 
"  Sift,  ^  I  am  obliged  to  entreat  your  assistance; 
I  am  now  under  an  arreat  for  five  pounds  eighteen 
shillings.  Mr.  Strahan,  from  whom  I  should  have 
received  the  necessary  help  in  this  case,  ii  not  at 
home,  and  I  am  afraid  of  not  finding  Mr.  Millar. 


dIttreM,  bavfaif  been  arrefted  for  debt ;  on  which  nccatlon 
hlft  fHeiMl  Hamoel  Kk-baidMNi  ber^ime  hl«  turety.  —  M4Loni. 
I  have  pUcvd  In  the  teat  two  leitrrs  to  Hirhartlioo  of  thit 
period.  Upon  the  second  letter  Mr.  Murphy  reirreci.  **  for 
the  honour  of  an  admired  writer,  not  to  And  a  more  liberal 
antrj  —  to  hU  friend  In  dUtreM  he  tent  eight  •hillinft  more 
than  waa  wanted  !  Had  an  Incident  of  this  kind  occurred  In 
one  of  hit  romanees,  Klchardeon  would  have  known  how  to 
grace  hit  hero ;  bat  hi  fictitious  icenee  genrrotitr  eoet*  the 
writer  nothing.*'^  Lift,  p.  87.  This  U  very  unjutc.  Wc 
have  seen  that  Rlchardton  had.  Just  the  mnnth  before,  been 
called  upou  to  do  Johnson  a  tlmilar  temce  ;  and  it  luu  been 
stated  that  aboqt  this  period  Richardt«>n  «at  hit  contunt 
re*ourre  In  diflcultles  of  this  kind.  Rk  hardton.  moreover, 
WaA  numerous  calls  of  the  same  nature  from  tith^r  quarter*, 
which  he  antwrred  with  a  ready  and  nrll-reguUted  ilMrity. 
In«ie«d.  ihorKore.  oC  censuring  him  for  not  gUtnc  mor«>, 
Mr.  Murphy  might  have  pralsod  htm  lor  having  dune  all 
Chat  was  ra^iilrsa  oo  the  particular  occasloa.—  Caoaaa. 


If  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  send  me  this  sum,  I 
will  yery  |pratefully  repay  you,  and  add  it  to  all 
former  obligations.  I  am.  Sir,  your  most  obedient 
and  most  htmible  aerrant,  Sam.  Johnsok.** 

**  Sent  six  guineaa. 

**  Witness,  William  RicHaaDsoN.**] 
—  Gent,  May» 

^  On  the  first  day  of  this  year  we  find,  from 
his  private  devotions,  that  he  had  then  recovered 
from  sickness,  and  in  February  that  his  eye 
was  restored  to  its  use.  The  pious  gratitude 
with  which  he  acknowledges  mercies  uixin  every 
occasion  is  very  edifying;  as  is  the  bunille 
submission  which  he  breathes,  when  it  is  tiie 
will  of  his  heavenly  Father  to  try  him  i^ith 
afflictions.  As  such  dispositions  become  the 
state  of  man  here,  and  are  the  true  effects  oi' 
religious  discipline,  we  cannot  but  venerate  in 
Johnson  one  of  the  most  exercised  minds  that 
our  holy  religion  hath  ever  formed.  If  there 
be  any  thoughtless  enough  to  suppose  such 
exercise  the  weakness  of  a  great  understaDdiu;:* 
let  them  look  up  to  Johnson,  and  be  convincx'^t 
that  what  he  so  earnestly  practised  must  have 
a  rational  foundation. 


[JOHNSON  TO  PAUL*. 

Brook  Grten,  HammertmitJu 

*<IIoimIv.  Dee.S3.  irUL 
DiAE  SiE, —  I  would  iu>i  have  you  think  that 
I  forget  or  neglect  you.  I  have  nerer  been  out  of 
doors  since  you  saw  me.  On  the  day  after  1  h^d 
been  with  you,  I  was  seised  with  a  hoancncM* 
which  still  continues.  I  had  then  a  cuui;h  »o 
Tiolent,  that  I  once  fainted  under  its  conviiUions. 
I  was  afraid  of  my  lung^  ;  tny  physician  hied  inc 
yesterday  and  the  day  before,  fint  almost  a^in*>t  l/« 
will,  but  the  neit  day  without  my  [irorc/  trcm/r*;  • 
I  had  been  bled  once  before,  so  that  1  have  Imt  in  ail 
54  ounces,  f  live  on  brotha,and  my  cough,  I  thank 
God,  is  much  abated,  so  that  I  can  sleep.  I  fina  it 
impossible  to  6x  a  time  for  coming  to  you,  but  ss 
soon  as  the  physician  gives  me  leave,  if  you  cut 
spare  a  bed,  I  will  pass  a  week  at  your  hou«e. 
Change  of  air  is  often  of  use,  and  I  know  you  will 
let  roe  live  my  own  way.  I  have  been  prt'tty  much 
dejected.  I  am.  Sir,  your  mo^t  humble  serranL 
^Pocoek  MSS,  **Sam.  Joii!isox/ 


1  Ther  teem  to  ha*e  been  r^toert  Imme^ifstr'f.  f^f  s 
>ec<md  rollo  e<lUion  was.  If  we  mny  believe  thr  ti'ti  •  *rr. 
publuhed  within  a  }ear:  ao  extraordinary  sale  tor  au  i^»M 
and  eapenilvr  a  work CaokRa. 

*  *•  Tkn  Utter  tetu  trrittm  tm  anurqmtncf  qf  Vr.  /?•  *  "* 
$om*s  karimg  gtren  batl  Jot  Dr.JvktuoH."  Th*  (■■••-  * 
note  U  frnm  lilcharilton't  Corrr«p«.ind*'i)ce  ;  hut  t  "  '•'  * 
be  tome  mi«(ake  in  the  date  of  the  letter  \UfU.  Ti  •  '  ''^^ 
Feb.  17.Vi,  fell  on  a  Tkurida^.  A«  John»on't  h^n.i*'  <« 
not  eattlj  read,  perhaps  the  transcriber  mUtouk  TkmfKi^*  '^i 
Turtday  —  CanaKB.  . 

*  No  work  of  John«on*s  appears  to  have  been  jw*^'  -^'^ 
•eparatelv  about  this  ume,  cacepC  WlllUias**  Acxuuttt  v  :Mr 
Lonitltitde.  —  Cnoaaa.  i 

*  This  Is  a  continuation  of  the  eofT«tttondmre  rcVfr«i  t*J 
mmli,  p.  41.  N>me  of  it  Is  trlflinit.  and  all  ol»«  ri'<  ,  '  t 
msr  be  hereafter  cleared  up.  and  It  afford*  tt«  »•  '  '" '  "^ 
•ai«),  a  glimpse  Into  Johnson's  pn vale  IilealthU  duk  ;•''  •*' 
—  Caoaaa.  | 
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JOHNSON  TO  DR.  B1RCII.> 

*'  Jan.  9. 1756. 
**  Sir,  —  HftTing  obtained  from  Mr.  Garrick  a 
benefit  for  a  gentlewoman  of  [itford  ill^ble] ,  dis- 
I  tressed  by  blindness,  almost  the  only  casualty  that 
i  could  haTe  distressed  her,  I  beg  leave  to  trouble 
,  yoo,  among  my  other  friends,  with  some  of  her 
i  tieketsL  Your  benevolence  is  well  known,  and  was,  I 
I  believe,  never  exerted  on  a  more  laudable  occasion. 
I  am.  Sir,  your  most  bumble  servant, 
^Birek  MS&  **  Sam.  Johnson." 

JOHNSON  TO  PAUL. 

•'  Tuesday,  l»h  Jan.  1755.  [1756.] 
"  Sut,  —  I  am  much  confused  with  an  accident 
that  has  bappcned.  When  your  papers  were  brought 
me,  I  broke  open  the  first  without  reading  the 
'  soperscriptioo^  and  when  I  had  opened  it,  found  it 
,  not  to  belong  to  me.  I  did  not  read  it  wlien  I  found 
I  my  mistake.  I  see  it  is  a  very  full  paper,  and  will 
I  Cf^^c  you  mucb  trouble  to  copy  again,  but  perhaps 
it  wUl  not  be  necessary,  and  you  may  mend  the 
seaL  I  am  sorry  for  the  mischance.  You  will 
easily  believe  It  was  nothing  more.  If  you  send  it 
me  again,  the  child  shall  carry  it. 

For  bringing  Mrs.  Swynfen,  I  know  not  well 
bow  to  attempt  it.  I  am  not  sure  that  her  husband 
will  be  pleased,  and  I  think  it  would  look  too  much 
like  making  myself  a  party,  instead  of  acting  the 
part  of  a  common  friend,  which  I  shall  be  very 
ready  to  discharge.  I  should  imagine  that  the 
best  way  would  be  to  send  her  word  when  you  will 
call  o«i  ber,  and  perhaps  the  questions  on  which  she 
B  to  resuscitate  her  remembrance,  and  come  to  her 
at  bier  own  bouse.  I  really  know  not  how  to  ask 
ber  busfaaid  to  send  her,  and  I  certainly  will  not 
tike  ber  without  asking  him.  I  am,  Sir,  your 
most  buaable  servant,  Sax.  Jobxsoit." 


JOHNSON  TO  MISS  CARTER. 

**  GoQgfa  Square,  Mlh  Jan.  1756. 

**  Maf*^**, —  From  the  liberty  of  writing  to  you, 
if  I  have  bitberto  been  deterred  from  the  fear  of 
your  imderstanding,  I  am  now  encouraged  to  it 
frooi  the  confidence  of  your  goodness. 

**  I  am  soliciting  a  benefit  for  Miss  Williams, 
and  be^  that  if  you  can  by  letters  influence  any  in 
ber  frvour  (and  who  is  there  whom  you  cannot  in- 
flncnee  ?)  you  will  be  pleased  to  patronise  her  on 
this  occasion.  Yet*  for  the  time  is  short,  and  as 
you  were  not  in  town,  I  did  not  till  this  day  re« 
member  that  you  might  help  us,  and  recollect  bow 
videiy  and  how  rapidly  light  is  diffused. 

**  To  er^Tj  joy  is  appended  a  sorrow.  The  name 
of  Miss  Carter  introduces  the  memory  of  Cave. 
Poor  dear  Cave  1  I  owed  him  much  ;  for  to  him 
I  owe  tbat  I  have  known  you.  He  died,  I  am 
s£raid»  unexpectedly  to  himselC  yet  surely  un- 
borthened  with  any  great  crime,  and  for  the  positive 
duties  of  religion  I  have  yet  no  right  to  condenm 
hxm  fiir  neglect. 


)  In  175^  Mr.  Garrick.  erer  dbpofed  to  help  the  afflicted, 
cafailiprd  Mis»  Williams  with  a  benefit- plajr,  that  produced 
h«r  £ltOO.  —  Hatekms.  The  night  was  the  TiA  January,  I75(». 
and  th4*  play  Aaron  UDl*!  Metope,  but  Garrick  did  noc  plajr 


•*  I  am,  with  respect,  which  I  neither  owe  nor 
pay  to  any  other,  madum,  your  most  obedient  and 
most  humble  servant,  Sau.  Johmsok." 

— HarwoodMSS, 

JOHNSON  TO  PAUL. 

■*  Wednesday,  [I75G.] 
*'  Sia,  —  I  this  morning  found  a  letter,  which  as 
you  sent  when  my  eye  was  out  of  order,  I  had 
never  read  to  this  hour,  and  therefore,  now  I  have 
read,  I  make  haste  to  tell  you  that  if  I  under* 
stand  it  right,  that  is,  if  Mr.  Otve"  be  your  landlord, 
I  believe  I  can  favour  you,  and,  if  the  difficulty 
still  continues,  will  endavour  it.  They  do  not,  I 
fancy,  want  the  money,  and  then  they  may  as  well 
seize,  if  they  must  seize,  for  more  or  less,  the  pro- 
perty, I  suppose,  being  equivalent  to  much  more, 
and  in  no  danger  of  being  removed.  I  am  very 
sorry  I  did  not  read  the  letter  among  the  first 
things  that,  upon  recovery,  I  was  able  to  read ; 
but  having  put  it  aside,  it  had  the  fiite  of  other 
things  for  which  the  proper  time  has  been  neg- 
lected. Let  me  know  what  I  shall  do,  or  whether 
any  thing  at  all  is  to  be  done. 

**  I  am  now  thinking  about  Hitch.'  I  am  yet 
inclined  to  believe  tliat  he  will  rather  lend  money 
upon  spindles,  a  security  which  he  has  foimd  valid, 
than  upon  a  property  to  be  wrung  by  the  law 
from  Dr.  James,  who  will  not  pay  [Miss  Williams'! 
for  three  box  tickets  which  he  took.  It  is  a 
strange  fellow.  Hitch  has  a  dislike  of  James ;  per- 
haps another  might  think  better  of  him,  but  where 
to  find  that  other  I  know  not  I  can,  I  believe,  by 
a  third  hand  have  Hitch  sounded ;  but  if  it  had  not 
the  appearance  of  declining  the  ofiice,  I  should  tell 
you,  that  your  own  negotiation  would  effect  more 
than  mine.  However,  in  both  these  affairs,  I  am 
ready  to  do  what  you  would  have  me.  I  am.  Sir, 
your  most  humble  servant,  Sam.  Joumson,** 
—  Poeoek  MSS, 


JOHNSON  TO  PAUL, 

**  March  12. 17fi6. 

**  Sia,  —  I  am  still  of  opinion  that  they  will  hear 
meat  the  Gate,  and  I  have  no  difficulty  to  speak  to 
them ;  but  though  I  hope  I  can  obtain  a  forbear- 
ance, I  am  confident  tbat  I  shall  get  nothing  more  ; 
nor  would  any  attempt  to  borrow  of  them  or  sell 
to  them  have  any  other  effect  than  that  of  dis- 
abling me  from  succeeding  in  my  first  request. 
You  may  easily  believe  that  spindles  arc  there  in 
very  little  credit. 

"  I  will  propose  to  a  friend  to  speak  to  Mr. 
Hitch.  You  well  know  it  is  impossible  to  guess  what 
may  be  the  answer  when  money  is  to  be  sought.  If 
my  firiend  refuses  the  errand,  what  shall  we  do  ? 
That  must  be  considered.  Will  vou  then  write  to 
him  by  me,  as  a  preparative,  and  then  see  him,  if 
he  gives  any  countenance  to  the  affair  ?  You  are 
much  more  skilful  in  these  transactions  than  I, 
and  might  much  sooner  find  out  a  proper  person 
to  deal  with,  for  my  friends  have  not  much  money. 

**  Would  it  be  wrong  if  you  wrote  a  short  letter 


>  This  must  hare  been  Joseph  Cave,  the  brother  and  »uc- 
cessor  of  Edward,  who  had  died  in  1754 —  Cruker. 

3  Hitch  was  a  booliseller  and  publisher  of  considerable 
note.  —  Croker. 
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for  me,  to  ibow  at  C«ve*f  as  «  kind  of  credential,  ■ 
eootaitting  onlj  a  few  lines,  to  mention  the  value  ^ 
of  the  stock,  the  certainty  of  the  accuritj,  and  your  | 
desire  of  my  interposition,  that  I  may  not  seem  to 
thrust  myself  needlessly  between  Cave  and  pay- 
menC     Let  the  letter  be  without  dejection,  as  if  ' 
the  delay  was  a  thing  rather  conTcnient  than  neces-  j 
sary  to  you.     Cave  cannot,  I   think,  want   foity 
pounds,  nor  perhaps  has  he  twice  forty  to  spare. 

"  I  win  do  my  best  for  yon  m  both  negotiations; 
with  Hitch  my  best  can  be  very  little,  with  Care  I 
expect  to  succeed,  at  least  for  so  short  a  delay  as  to 
Midsummer,  and  think  it  would  be  as  well  in  your 
letter  to  refer  payment  to  Michaelmas  or  Christmas. 
If  they  will  grant  the  whole  of  our  request  (for  I 
dwn  make  it  mine  too),  they  may  more  easily 
grant  part  But,  oooe  more,  you  know  all  these 
things  better  than  I.  I  am.  Sir,  your  most  humble 
servant,  Sam,  Jonvsoif.** 

—  /Weca  MmSSm 


JOHNSON  TO  JOSEPH  WARTON. 

••  Iflth  April.  1796. 

"  Deae  Sia, —  Though,  when  you  and  your 
brother  were  in  town,  you  did  not  think  my  humble 
habitation  worth  a  wmt,  yet  I  will  not  so  fiff  gi^e 
way  to  snilenneas  as  not  to  tdl  yoo  ttat  I  hate 
lately  aecn  an  octavo  book '  whieh  I  suspect  to  be 
yours,  though  I  have  not  yet  read  above  ten  pages. 
Thatwav  of  publishing,  without  acquainting  your 
friends,  ■  a  wieked  trick.  However,  I  will  not  so 
ihr  depend  upon  a  mere  conjecture  aa  to  charge  you 
with  a  ftaud  whidi  I  cannot  prove  you  to  have 
committed. 

**  I  should  be  glad  to  hear  that  you  are  pleased 
with  your  new  situation.*  Tou  have  now  a  kind 
of  loyalty,  and  are  to  be  answerable  for  your  con- 
duetto  posterity.  I  suppose  you  care  not  now  to 
answer  a  letter,  except  there  be  a  lucky  concurrence 
of  a  post-day  with  a  holiday.  These  restrainU  are 
troublesome  for  a  time,  but  custom  makes  them 
easy,  with  the  help  of  some  booour,  and  a  great  deal 
of  profit,  and  1  doubt  not  but  your  abilities  will 
obtain  both. 

**  For  my  part,  I  have  not  lately  done  mudi.  I 
have  been  ill  in  the  winter,  and  my  eye  has  been  in- 
flamed ;  but  I  please  myself  with  the  hopes  of  doing 
many  things,  with  which  I  have  long  pleased  and 
deoetved  myselH 

**What  becomes  of  poor  dear  Collins?  I 
wrote  him  a  letter  which  he  never  answered.  I 
suppose  writing  is  very  troublesome  to  him.  That 
man  is  no  conunon  loss.  The  moralisU  all  talk  of 
the  uncertainty  of  fortune,  and  the  transttoriness 
of  beauty ;  but  it  u  yet  more  dreadful  to  eonsider 
that  the  powers  of  the  mind  are  equally  liable  to 
change ;  that  understandin;;  may  make  its  appear- 
ance and  depart,  that  it  may  blaae  and  expire. 

**  Let  me  not  be  long  without  a  letter,  and  I  srill 
forgive  you  the  omission  of  tiie  visit ;  and  if  you 
can  tell  me  that  joa  are  now  more  happy  than 
before,  yoo  will  give  great  pleasure  to,  dear  Sir, 
your  moot  affectionate  and  most  humble  servant, 
^WooU*iLif€.  "Sam.  Jommsom." 


I  TW  tm  volan«  of  tiM  RMSf  oa  the  WritinRt  an4 
GaoUu  of  Pom  sppvArad  anonrTnouujr  in  I7V>.  —  Cbokck. 

*  HI*  aMointment  of  iKond  matter  of  Wincbctltr  School 
tookpiace  In  175 J.  —  Crokir. 


JOHNSON  TO  PAUL. 

**  Sfpt. ».  I75C. 

•*  Sia,  —  I  would  not  have  it  thought  thst  if  I 
sometimes  transgressed  the  rules  of  civility,  I 
would  violate  the  laws  of  friendship.  If  1  hsd 
heard  any  thing  from  the  Gate  I  would  have  in- 
formed  you,  and  I  will  aend  to  them  leit  tbey 
should  neglect  to  transmit  any  aocounts  that  they 
receive.  I  have  been  many  tiroes  hindered  from 
coming  to  you,  hot  if  by  coming  I  could  have  been 
of  anv  considerable  use,  I  would  not  have  been 
hindered.  'Iliey  are  so  cold  at  the  Gate,  buth  to 
the  hmdlord  and  to  you,  that  if  I  could  Uiink  of 
any  body  else  to  apply  to,  I  would  trouble  them  do 
more.  I  am  thinking  of  Dicey.  I  am.  Sir,  your 
humble  servant.  Sax.  Johvsos." 

^—  Jhtcoek  MmSSm 

JOHNSON  TO  PAUL. 


«<  SiB,  —  Ton  will  think  I  forgot  you,  bat  nj 
boy  is  run  away  ',  and  I  know  not  whom  to  tend. 
Besides,  nothing  aeemed  to  require  much  expedi- 
tion, for  Bfr.  Cave  has  left  London  afanoA  •  f«t- 
night.  They  intimate  at  the  Gate  aoma  desire  to 
know  your  determination.  I  will  be  with  you  io 
a  day  or  two.  I  am.  Sir,  your  humble  servant, 
-  iVeodl  MSS.  •*  Sam.  Johwo*." 

JOHNSON  TO  PAUL.' 

**Sst«rdar. 

**  Dbak  Sia, —  I  hAvc  been  really  much  dis- 
ordered, —  when  your  Uit  message  came  I  ^^  <^ 
the  bed,  and  had  not  resolution  to  rise,  having  bid 
no  aleep  aU  night.  I  iodeed  had  for  two  days  no 
audible  voire,  but  am  now  nmefa  better,  thoogb  1 
cannot  hope  to  go  ovt  very  quiddy.  I  an.  Sift 
your  humble  servant*  Sam.  Jobksos." 

JOHNSON  TO  PAUL. 

(NodiM-) 

M  SiE,  —  I  am  astonished  at  what  you  tell  me. 
I  cannot  wdl  eome  out  to-night,  but  will  wait  oo 
you  on  Monday  evening.  1  have  been  very  bun. 
but  have  now  aome  leisure.  I  repeat  again  that  1 
am  astonished.  Henry  b  just  gone  out  of  tows, 
but  I  could  send  to  him,  if  there  was  any  likelihood 
of  advantage  from  it.  I  am  certain  it  is  not  done 
with  his  privity,  for  he  has  no  interest  in  it, —and 
he  is  too  wiae  to  do  ill  wkhoat  intafcst !  1  «* 
Sir,  vour  humble  servant,  Sam.  Joswms- 

«« 1  am  ready  to  do  on  tins  occasion  any  tbii« 
thatt  can  be  done.** 
•"  Ji>coca  MtSS, 

JOHNSON  TO  PAUL. 

'••CkOct.lTK 

«8^^-'Tou  think  it  hmtd  by  this  tine  yoo 
cannot  have  a  letter. 

-I  engaged  Mr.  Newberry,  who  sent  me  oo 
Monday  night  the  note  encloeed.  and  appearrd  to 
think  the  matter  weD  setUed.  On  Tuesday  I  wrote 
to  Mr.  Henry,  but  soon  beard  he  was  out  of  town. 


»  TV  Aoy.  In  one  of  ths  foniisr  noSss  csIM  IV  r**"  V* 
1  Mippote.    Fnincit    Barbrr :    tnUr,    p.  77.    a.  I '    "*  •• 
( po$t,  \Otk  UarrA)  bo  to  itm  callwi  *■»  ani  *arf.  -  <  »"*»• 
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I  katw  Mit  whMi  to  dou  —  I  then  bad  reoourae  to 
^ouBf  Mr.  Gcfc,  who  very  civilly  went  aboat  the 
bHDHik  md  ome  to  bm  yartcrday  in  th*  evcniiig 
1  siihtittSMeeinC. 

"Ml.  Cave  wind,  aad  h—  a  mm  in  poweiwigp. 
!     'HtBidea  Mie,  and  aold  only  a  fire««bovel  for 
1  biffiMlKagk 

"Tbc  goods  VCR  appniaad  at    about  eighty 


'Mr.  Gno  vill  itay  three  weeka  without  any 
ia  the  busiiicss.  but  will  ttill  keep 


*  Ht  cspeels  that  you  ahould  pay  the  expeooeof 
thenoR:  bow  UBMh  it  ia  I  emild  not  be  io- 


*  He  will  Kay  to  Christnus  upon  aeeurity.  He 
UviUiiigtoeaBtiinieyou  tenant,  or  will  sell  the 
aitt  to  aay  that  aball  work  or  buy  the  machine. 
He  taloahb  mfll  at  a  tfaouaand  pounds. 

*  He  did  not  eome  up  about  this  business,  but 


*  Mr.  BariDcr,  aa  young  Mr.  Cave  thinks,  is  at 


TWa^fir,  an  the  paitieulars  tiiat  I   have 
I  am.  Sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 
-  Awd  MSS.  "*  Sah.  Jobxsov.** 

/0HN80N  TO  PAUL. 

(No  data.) 
«  Sn,—  I  am  so  Icaa  ampriaed  than  youndf  at 
^  twatswt  wUeh  you  have  met  with,  and  agree 
viibfaaAat  Mr.  Oive  must  impute  to  himself 
^  «f  lbs  dissoatent  that  he  dball  suffer  till  the 
fwflts  sre  pfodueed. 

*  If  I  bsive  sBj  opportunity  of  ifispelling  the 
6ttm  ifaal  oiOfoaato  him  at  preaent,  I  aball  en- 
^OTver  it  h&dk  iar  hia  sake  and  yours ;  but  it  ia  to 
^W  purpose  that  roBaonstmaces  are  ofiired  to 
^vlaaiay  iaatfenfion  or  to  obstinate  prqudiee. 
^laa  ia  one  plarr  and  Garliek  in  tbe  other,  leave 
"A  imm  ftir  the  vBpleaaiog  reaaoaings  of  your 
^"■Usswant,  Sam.  JoBvaoir.'* '] 

Bn  works  HtuM  jeur  were,  an  abstract  or 
^tmt,  m  oetSTOi  of  bis  folio  Dictionarj,  and 
^  ^  essBys  in  a  monthlj  publication^  entitled 
'Tn  UnvsBSAi.  VmTnu**  Cbrsstopber 
^wt,  with  wboae  nnbappy  yaciUation  of  mind 
^  flaeerely  tympatfaiaea,  was  one  of  the  stated 
Bdcrtakcrs  «f  taia  miaeeUany ;  and  it  was  to 
*^  kan  that  Joluwon  lometimea  em|^yed 
*"pn.  Afltheeanja  mailed  with  twoa#- 
^'nflftf  have  been  aaenbed  to  bim ;  bnt  I  am 
*>A^t,  from  internal  evidence,  that  of  these 
^nxW'^TVe  Life  of  Chaaoer,**  "^  Reflections 
'^  tke  State  <»fPortiigid,**  nor  **An  Essi^  on 
^'iaeularc,"  were  written  by  bim.  I  am 
'^adyeonfidentv  npon  the  same  CTidence,  that 
^  vroie  **  Farther  Thoughts  on  Agriculture  ;**t 
^*>f  the  sequel  of  a  very  inferior  essay  on  the 
*^  object,  and  which,  tbon^  carried  on  as 
•  '^  the  same  hand,  is  both  m  thinkin|^  and 
'^•■iun  so  far  ahore  it,  and  so  strikmgly 
^^^Csr,  ss  to  lesve  no  doubt  of  its  true  parent; 


with  Paul,  of  which 

.CSOKBB. 


and  that  he  also  wrote  **A  Dissertation  on  the 
State  of  Literature  and  Aathors,**t  an<l  ^'A 
Dissertation  on  the  Epitaphs  written  bj  Pope.*** 
The  last  of  these,  indeed,  he  afterwards  added 
to  hb  "« Idler.*'  Whj  the  essays  truly  written 
bj  him  are  marked  m  the  same  manner  with 
some  which  he  did  not  write,  I  cannot  explain; 
but,  with  deference  to  those  who  have  ascribed 
to  him  the  three  essays  which  I  have  rejected, 
they  want  all  the  chsracteristical  marks  of 
Johnsonian  oomposition. 

He  engaged  also  to  superintend  and  con* 
tribute  lately  to  another  monthly  publica1ioo« 
entitled  "^  Ttas  LiTanAnr  MmA-MNB,  <«  Uni" 
YSBSAx.  Rbtiew,****  the  first  namber  c^  which 
came  out  in  May  tins  year.  What  were  has 
enM^nments  firom  this  undertaking,  and  what 
other  writers  were  employed  in  it,  I  have  not 
discovered.  He  continued  to  write  in  it,  with 
intennissions,  till  the  fifteenth  number ;  and  I 
think  that  he  never  gave  better  nroofe  of  the 
force,  acuteness,  and  vivacity  of  his  mind,  than 
in  this  miscellany,  whether  we  consider  his  ori- 
ginal eiMys,  or  his  reviews  of  the  works  of 
others.  Ihe  ''  Preliminary  Address*'!  to  the 
public,  is  a  proof  how  this  great  man  could 
embellish  witn  the  graces  of  superior  composi* 
tu»,e*ea  to  trite  atUngMtheplanof* 
maaaame. 

Hia  original  essays  are,  **An  Introdnetion  to 
the  Pditieal  State  of  Great  Britain ;  **  f  "« Be- 
marks  on  the  Militia  Bill;**t  '' Observationa 
on  his  Britannic  Majesty's  Treaties  with  the 
Empress  of  Busaia  and  the  Landgrave  of  Hesse 
Cassel ;  **!  **  Observations  on  the  Fkvsent  State 
ofAfiahv;**!  and, '* Memoirs  of  Frederick  IL 
King  of  Prussia.*' t  In  all  these  he  displays 
extensive  political  knowledge  and  sagacity, 
expressed  with  uncommon  energy  and  ^rspi- 
cuity,  without  any  of  those  words  which  be 
sometimes  took  a  plessure  in  adopting,  in  imi- 
tation of  Sir  Thomas  Browne ;  of  whoM  ^^Chris- 
tian  Morals  **  he  this  year  gave  an  edition,  with 
his  ^  Life  '*  *  prefixoi  to  it,  which  is  one  of 
Johnson's  best  biographical  performances.  In 
one  instance  only  in  these  esMvs  has  he  in- 
didged  his  Brownim,  Dr.  Robertson,  the 
historian,  mentioned  it  to  me,  as  having  at 
once  convinced  him  that  Johnson  was  the  au- 
thor of  the  **  Memoirs  of  the  King  of  Prussia.** 
Speaking  of  the  pride  which  the  old  King,  the 
father  of  his  hero,  took  in  being  master  of  the 
tallest  re^ment  in  Europe,  he  says,  '*  To  review 
this  towering  regiment  was  his  daily  pleasure ; 
and  to  perpetuate  it  was  so  much  his  care,  that 
when  he  met  a  tall  woman,  he  immediately 
commanded  one  of  his  Titanian  reUnue  to 
marry  her,  that  they  might  propagate  pny- 
ceritjf^  ¥at  this  Ang^o-Latian  word  proeeriif^ 
Johnson  had,  however,  the  authority  of  Addi- 
son. 

His  reviews  are  of  the  following  books: — 


<  Frobably  the  dcsf  ga  maotioDed  to  Dr.  Adrau,  mui,  p.  9k 
—  Cbokkh. 
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««Birch*8  Hutory  of  the  Roral  Societ7;**t 
"Murphy's  GrayVlnn  Journal  ;'*-f  "Warton's 
Essay  on  the  Writings  and  Genius  of  Pope, 
vol.  i.;**t  **  Hampton^  Translation  of  Poiy- 
biu8;''t  "Blackweirs  Memoirs  of  the  Court  of 
Augustus:"'!'  ^^RusselPs  Natural  History  of 
Aleppo ;  **t  ^  Sir  Isaac  Newton*s  Arguments  in 
Proof  of  a  Deity ;  •*+  **  Borlase's  History  of  the 
Isles  of  Scilly ;  f  "  Holme's  Experiments  on 
Bleaching ;  "f  ^  Brown's  Christian  Morals ; "  f 
^  Hales  on  distilling  Sea- Water,  Ventilators  in 
Ships,  and  curing  an  ill  Taste  in  Milk ;  "f  **  Lu- 
cas's Essay  on  Waters ;  "t  ^  Keith's  Catalogue 
of  the  Scottish  Bishops ;  "f  **  Browne's  History 
of  Jamaica ;*'t  ^^Philosophical  Transactions, 
vol.  xlix. ; "  t  ^'  Mrs.  Lenox's  Translation  of 
Sully's  Memoirs;"*  ^Miscellanies,  by  Elizabeth 
Harrison; "t  '^Eyans's  Map  and  Account  of 
the  Middle  Colonies  in  America, "  f  "^  Letter 
on  the  Case  of  Admiral  B3mg ; "  *  **  Appeal  to 
the  People  concerning  Admiral  Byng;"*  **  Han- 
way's  Eight  Days'  Journey,  and  Essay  on 
Tea;"*  ** The  Cadet,  a  MiUtary  Treatise  ;"t 
"  Some  further  Particulars  in  relation  to  the 
Case  of  Admiral  Byng,  by  a  Gentleman  of  Ox- 
ford ;  "*  ^  The  Conduct  of  the  Ministry  relating 
to  the  present  War  impartially  examined ; "  j 
**A  Free  Inquiry  into  the  Nature  and  Origin 
of  Eyil."  *  All  these,  from  internal  evidence, 
were  written  by  Johnson :  some  of  them  I  know 
he  avowed,  and  have  marked  them  with  an 
asteruk  accordingly.  Mr.  Thomas  Davies,  in- 
deed, ascribed  to  him  the  Review  of  Mr.  Burke's 
"  Inauiry  into  the  Origin  of  our  Ideas  of  the 
Sublime  and  Beautiful ; "  and  Sir  John  Haw- 
kins, with  equal  discernment,  has  inserted  it  in 
his  collection  of  Johnson's  works :  whereas  it 
has  no  resemblance  to  Johnson's  composition, 
and  is  well  known  to  have  been  written  by 
Mr.  Murphy,  who  has  acknowlec^grcd  it  to  me 
and  many  others. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  in  iustice  to  John- 
son's political  character,  which  has  been  mis- 
represented as  abjectly  subinissive  to  power  ^ 
that  his  ^  Observations  on  the  present  State  of 
Affairs,"  glow  with  as  animated  a  spirit  of  con- 
stitutioniu  liberty  as  can  be  found  any  where. 
Thus  he  begins : — 

'*  The  time  ia  now  come,  in  which  every  English- 
man expects  to  be  informed  of  the  national  affairs ; 
and  in  which  he  has  a  right  to  have  tbst  expectation 
gratified.  For,  whatever  may  be  urged  by  minis- 
ters, or  those  whom  vanity  or  interest  make  the 
followers  of  ministers,  concerning  the  necessity  of 
confidence  in  our  governors,  and  the  presumption 


1  Dr.  Johnson's  political  bins  Is  no  where,  that  I  know, 
represented  ns  having  heen^  at  tki§  dau,**  abjectly  submissive 
to  power.**  On  the  contrary,  he  was  ■  upposcd,  and  with  some 
iostlce.  to  be  adverse  to  the  reigning  house  and  Its  successive 
ministers.  The  charge  (which  Mr.  Boswell  thus  ingeniously 
evades)  was,  that<|^r  the  grant  of  kit  pension  he  brcame  too 
**  submissive  to  power;  **  but  the  truth  Is,  that  la  spite  of  his 
party  bias,  Johnson  was  alwavs  a  friend  to  discipline  in  the 
polltlcal.as  In  the  social  world;  and  although  he  Joined  in  the 
clamour  agalnit  Walpole.  and  hated  George  the  Second,  his 
general  dispositi&n  was  always  to  support  the  monarchical 
part  of  the  constitution.  —  Cbokbr. 


of  prying  with  prolkne  eyce  into  the  rtceiiBis  of 
policy,  it  is  evident  that  this  reverance  can  be 
claimed  only  by  counsels  yet  unexecuted,  and  pro- 
jects  suspended  in  delibemtion.  But  when  a  design 
has  ended  in  miscarriage  or  succeed  when  every  i 
eye  and  every  ear  is  witness  to  general  discontent, 
or  general  satisfaction,  it  is  then  a  proper  time  to 
disentangle  confusion  and  illustrate  obscurity ;  to 
shew  by  what  causes  every  event  was  produced,  and 
in  what  effects  it  is  likely  to  terminate;  to  lay 
down  with  distinct  particularity  what  rumour 
always  huddles  in  general  exclamation,  or  per- 
plexes by  indigested  narratives ;  to  shew  whence 
happiness  or  calamity  is  derived,  and  whence  it 
may  be  expected ;  and  honestly  to  lay  before  the 
people  what  inquiry  can  gather  of  the  past,  and 
conjecture  can  estimate  of  the  future." 

Here  we  have  it  assumed  as  an  incontro- 
vertible principle,  that  in  this  country  the 
people  are  the  superintendents  of  the  conduct 
and  measures  of  those  by  whom  government  is 
administered ;  of  the  beneficial  effect  of  which 
the  present  reisn  afforded  an  illustrious  ex- 
ample, when  addresses  from  all  parts  of  the 
kingdom  controlled  an  audacious  attempt  to  in- 
troduce a  new  power  subversive  of  the  crown.* 

A  still  stronger  proof  of  his  patriotic  spirit 
appears  in  his  review  of  an  **  Essay  on  Waters, 
by  Dr.  Lucas,"  '  of  whom,  after  describing  him 
as  a  man  well  known  to  the  world  for  his 
daring  defiance  of  power,  when  he  thought  it 
exerted  on  the  side  of  wrong,  he  thus  speaks : — 

**  The  Irish  ministers  drove  him  from  his  native 
country  by  a  proclamation,  in  which  they  charge 
him  with  crimes  of  which  they  never  intended  to 
be  called  to  the  proof,  and  oppreoed  him  by 
methods  equally  irrcnstible  by  guilt  and  inno- 
cence. Let  the  man  thus  driven  into  exile*  lor 
having  been  the  friend  of  his  country,  be  received 
in  every  other  place  as  a  confessor  of  liberty ;  and 
let  the  tools  of  power  be  taught  in  time,  that  they 
may  rob,  but  cannot  impoverish." 

Some  of  his  reviews  in  this  Magazine  are 
very  short  accounts  of  the  pieces  noticed,  and 
I  mention  them  only  that  Dr.  Johnson's  opinion 
of  the  works  may  be  known ;  but  many  of  them 
are  examples  of  elaborate  criticism,  in  the  uioet 
masterly  style.  In  his  review  of  the  "  Memoirs 
of  the  Court  of  Augustus,**  he  has  the  reso- 
lution to  think  and  speak  from  his  own  mind, 
regardless  of  the  cant  transmitted  from  afe  to 
ace,  in  praise  of  the  ancient  Romans.  Thus : 
^l  know  not  why  any  one  but  a  schoolboy  in 
his  declamation  should  whine  over  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Rome,  which  grew  great  only  by 


*  Mr.  Boswell  means  Mr.  Foz*8  celebrated  India  Bill,  as  an 
adrerury  of  which  he  distinguished  btanaelf  as  much  as  a  man 
In  a  private  station  could  do.  —  CaoKsa. 

'  Dr.  Lucas  was  an  apothecary  tn  Dublin,  (afterwarda 
M.D.),  who  brought  himself  into  public  notice  and  a  higti 
degree  of  popularity  by  his  wriUngs  and  speeches  aaalnit  tb« 

foverament.  He  was  elected  representative  of  Dublin  in 
761 ;  and  a  marble  statue  to  bts  honour  Is  erected  In  the 
Royal  Rachaoge  of  that  city.  He  died  la  Nov.  1771.  — 
CaoKsa. 
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tbe  miserj  of  ihe  rest  of  mankind.  The  Ro* 
mans,  like  others,  as  soon  as  they  grew  rich, 
l^rcw  corrupt ;  and  in  their  corruption  sold  the 
lives  and  freedoms  of  themselves,  and  of  one 
another.**  A^n :  ^  A  people,  who  while  they 
were  poor  robbed  mankind ;  and  as  soon  as 
they  became  rich  robbed  one  another.** — In  his 
renew  of  the  Miscellanies  in  prose  and  verse, 
pablished  by  Elizabeth  Harrison,  but  written 
by  many  hands,  he  gives  an  eminent  proof  at 
once  of  his  orthodoxy  and  candour. 


**  The  authors  of  the  essays  in  prose  seem  gene- 
nllf  to  hmve  imitated,  or  tried  to  imitate,  the 
copiousoeiB  and  luxuriance  of  Mrs.  Rowe.  This, 
hovever,  is  not  all  their  praise;  they  have  laboured 
to  sdd  to  her  brightness  of  imsgery,  her  purity  of 
aratiments.  Tbe  poets  have  had  Dr.  Watts  before 
tlieir  eyes ;  a  writer,  who,  if  he  stood  not  in  the 
tint  claas  of  genitt%  compensated  that  defect  by  a 
ready  application  of  bis  powers  to  tbe  promotion  of 
pietj.  The  attempt  to  employ  the  ornaments  of 
romance  in  tbe  decoration  of  religion,  was,  I  think, 
Artt  made  by  Mr.  Boyle's  *  Martyrdom  of  Theo- 
dora;* but  Boyle's  philosophical  studies  did  not 
allow  him  time  for  tbe  cultivation  of  style :  and 
tbe  completion  of  tbe  great  design  was  reserved  for 
Mm  Rowe.  Dr.  WatU  was  one  of  tbe  first  wbo 
taugfac  tbe  Dissenters  to  write  snd  speak  like  other 
men,  by  shewing  them  that  elegance  might  consist 
with  piety.  Tliey  would  have  both  done  honour 
to  a  bietter  aoeiety,  for  they  had  that  charity  which 
aught  well  make  their  failings  be  forgotten,  and 
vxth  which  tbe  whole  Christian  world  wish  for 
""■miff^'ii?".  They  were  pure  from  all  tbe  heresies 
of  an  age»  to  whwb  every  opinion  is  become  a 
finroosite  that  tbe  universal  church  has  hitherto  de- 
teiced  I  This  praise  tbe  general  interest  of  man- 
kind requires  to  be  given  to  writers  wbo  please  and 
do  not  eorrupt,  who  instruct  and  do  not  weary. 
Bat  to  them  all  human  eulogies  ara  tain,  whom  I 
believe  applauded  by  angels,  and  numbered  with 
thejosi.'' 

His  defence  of  Tea  against  Mr.  Jonas  Han- 
way's  Tjolent  attack  npon  that  elegant  and 
popolar  beverage,  shows  how  very  well  a  man 
of  genius  can  write  upon  the  slightest  subject, 
when  he  writes,  as  the  Italians  say,  can  amare : 
I  suppose  no  person  ever  enjoyed  with  more 


1  la  tbit  review,  Jobnaon  caadidlj  deicrfbe«  hlmielf  u  **  a 
kav^cned  and  abamelets  tea-drinker,  wbo  htm  for  many  years 
SOaied  Ue  aoeato  with  only  the  Infusion  of  this  fkscinating 
jSam  ;  «Ik»«  kettle  has  scarcely  time  to  cool :  who  with  tea 
TWM  (be  evening,  with  tea  solaces  the  midnights,  and  with 
im  weteonea  tbe  morning.**  This  Ust  phrase  his  fk'lend,  Tom 


Tycn,  happily  parodied,  *«foYeolente  die— tedecedente.'- 
ftiwkins  cans  hu  addictloa  to  it  aiiwaaAf,  and  almost  gives 
k  the  eokMsr  of  a  crime.  Tbe  Rer.  Mr.  Parker,  of  Henley, 
b  la  pnssrsslim  of  a  tea-pot  which  belonged  to  Dr.  Johnson, 
ad  which  rr*»««"«  abo^e  heo  quarU.—  Caosu. 

« ••  LmIbc.  be  wine,  becanaa  his  name  will  be 

by  defieat,  who  durst  eontand  with  me.** 

Drtdin. 


xrt 
^etcd 


teseal 


_^        be  more  mifoanded  than  the  assertion  that 

-.  a  martyr  to  "  poliUeai peneeuUon,**  It  is  Impossible 

^  trial  without  being  conrinced  that  he  had  mlscon* 

hlneelf ;  and  tbe  extraordinanr  proceedings  In  both 

of  Parliament  subsequent  to  his  trial,  prove,  at  onoe, 

of  his  friends  to  invalidate  the  finding  of  tiie  court. 

and  the  absence  of  any  reason  for  doing  so.    By  a 

coinddenee  of  drtumstanoes,  it  happened  th At  there 

total  change  of  ministry  between  the  accusation  laiA 

tliat  one  party  prepared  the  trial  and  the 


relish  the  infusion  of  that  fmmnt  leaf  than 
Johnson.  The  quantities  which  he  drank  of  it 
at  all  hours  were  so  great,  that  his  nerves  must 
have  been  uncommonly  strong,  not  to  have 
been  extremely  relaxed  by  suoi  an  intemper- 
ate use  of  it^  He  assured  me,  that  he  never 
felt  the  least  inconvenience  from  it ;  which  is  a 
proof  that  the  fault  of  his  constitution  was 
rather  a  too  great  tension  of  fibres,  than  the 
contrary.  Mr.  Hanway  wrote  an  uigry  answer 
to  Johnson's  review  of  his  Essay  on  Tea,  and 
Johnson,  after  a  full  and  deliberate  pause,  made 
a  replv  to  it;  the  only  instance,  1  believe,  in 
the  whole  course  of  his  life,  when  he  conde- 
scended to  oppose  any  thing  that  was  written 
against  him.  I  suppose,  when  he  thought  of 
any  of  his  little  antagonists,  he  was  ever  justly 
aware  of  the  high  sentiment  of  Ajax  in  Chrid : 

**  /s«e  tuiU  prtHwmjam  tntne  eeriamima  kvjut. 
Quit  eitm  vietuM  erii,  meeum  certoMU  feretur,**  > 

But,  indeed,  the  ffood  Mr.  Hanway  laid  himself 
so  open  to  ridicule,  that  Johnson's  animadver- 
sions upon  his  attack  were  chiefly  to  make 
sport. 

The  generosity  with  which  he  pleads  the 
cause  of  Admiral  Byng  is  highly  to  the  honour 
of  his  heart  and  spirit.  Though  Voltaire  afiects 
to  be  witty  upon  the  fate  of  that  unfortunate 
officer,  observing  that  he  was  shot  ^pour  en- 
courager  Us  autres^  the  nation  has  long  been 
satisfied  that  his  life  was  sacrificed  to  the  poli- 
tical fervour  of  the  times.  In  the  vault  be- 
longing to  the  Torrington  family,  m  the  church 
of  Southill,  in  Bedfordshire,  there  is  the  fol- 
lowing epitaph  upon  his  monument,  which  I 
have  transcribed : — 

**ro  TBS  narsTUAL  DuasAcx 
ow  rvBLic  JUSTXca, 

TKK  HOVOUaABLS  JOHIT  BTVO,  KSQ. 
ADIUKAL  or  TBI  BLUE, 

rsLL  A  MABTra  TO  rouncAL 
rKBSscunoM  ', 

XABCH  14.  Ill  TBB  TKAB  1757  ; 

WHBK  BBAVBBT  AKD  I^TALTT 

WBBB  INSUrnciXMT  SKCOaiXIBS 

roa  THB  Lirx  ako  bovooe  or 


A  HAYAL  orncxa. 


n 


other  directed  the  execution  •  there  can  be  no  stronger  proof 
that  he  was  not  a  poUtieai  martyr.  See  this  subject  treated 
at  large  in  the  Quarterly  Review  Ibr  April,  1893—1881.  But 
though  legally,  and,  I  belfeve,  Jnstlr  convicted,  it  is  likely 
that  he  would  have  been  pardoned  iiad  not  popular  flarv  ran 
so  high.  The  publie  had  trom  the  first  condemned  the 
unhappy  admiral,  and  anticipated  his  fiUe.  Thus  Llovd 
writes  on  tbe  80th  September,  1786,  three  months  before  tbe 
change  of  ministry,  and  ti*  momik*  bffinre  Bifng*Mexeeutiem  .•'— 

*•  So  minitteri  of  basest  tricks, 
I  love  a  fling  at  politics ; 
Amuse  the  nation's  court  and  king, 
By  breaking  F[ow]ke  andAoi^gAv  -BJRg.** 

And  In  the  London  Magaxine  for  the  same  month,  In  a 
long  vituperative  poem;  addressed  to  Byng,  are  these  lines  ;— 

**  An  injured  nation  must  be  satisfied  i 
To  publie  eweeuUom  tkom  muttm, 
A  public  spectacle  of  shame  and  woe.** 

I  now  believe  that  the  general  officer  alluded  to,  ante,  p.  42., 
may  have  been  General  rowke,  whom,  after  a  kind  of  acquit- 
tal by  a  court-martial.  George  II.  struck  out  of  the  army 
lists,  and  that  the  narrators  of  the  anecdote  mistook  the 
daU.  —  Caoaaa. 
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Johnton*!  most  exquisite  critical  essaT  in  tlie 
Literary  Mairazine,  wnd  indeed  any  where,  if 
kia  renew  of  Soame  Jenjns's  "•  Inquiiy  into 
tlie  Origin  of  EviL**  Jenyns  was  possessed  of 
liTely  talents,  and  a  style  eminently  pure  and 
easy,  and  could  very  happily  play  with  a  light 
•abject,  either  in  prose  or  verse :  but  when  he 
specui^ed  on  that  most  difficult  and  excruci- 
atine  question,  the  Origin  of  £vil«  he  **  ventured 
far  beyond  hn  depth,  and,  accordingly,  was 
exposed  by  Johnson,  both  with  acute  argument 
and  brilliant  wit.  I  remember  when  the  late 
Mr.  Bicknell*s  humorous  perfonnanoe,  entitled 
'*The  Musical  Travels  of  Joel  CoUyer,**  in 
whidi  a  aU^t  attempt  is  made  to  ridicule 
Johnacm,  waa  ascribed  to  Soame  Jeujrns,  ^  Ha! 
(•aid  Johnson)  I  thought  I  had  given  him 
enoajgh  of  it.** 

His  triumnh  over  Jenyns  is  thus  described 
bv  my  friena  Mr.  Courtenay,  in  his  ^  Poetical 
Review  of  the  literary  and  moral  character  of 
Dr.  Johnson  ;**  a  performance  of  such  merit, 
that  had  I  not  been  honoured  with  a  very  kind 
and  partial  notice  in  it,  I  should  echo  the  sen- 
timents of  men  of  the  first  taste  loudly  in  its 
praise: — 


■*  When  spceiovs  sophists  wiA  presonption  scan 
The  soavse  of  eril*  hidden  stUl  from  maB ; 
Bavivs  Arsfaian  talcs,  and  vainly  hope 
To  ri^  St.  John  and  his  scholar  Pope : 
Though  metaphysics  spread  the  gloom  of  night. 
By  i«ason*s  star  he  guides  our  aching  tight ; 
The  bounds  of  knowledge  marks,  and  points  the 

wsy 
To  pathless  pastes  where  wUderM  sages  stray; 
Where,  like  a  fivthing  link-boj,  Jenyns  stands. 
And  the  ilim  toreh  drops  from  his  feeble  bands.** ' 

This  year  Mr.  William  Pavne,  brother  of 
the  respectable  bookseller  of  Uiat  name,  pub- 
lished ^  An  Introduction  to  the  Game  of 
Draughts,**  to  which  Johnson  contributed  a 


1  8om«  Urns  allsr  Dr.  iohMon't  diiath,  Uiere  awpearcd  In 
tb«  newi^pen  and  mafuloas  [the  flbllowliiaj  IlllMral  and 
poCalant  attack  upoa  hte,  hi  tha  Ibra  of  sa  Efiltaph,  ondtr 
Uia  nana  of  Mr.  woaais  icajai,  vcrj  oDwoithj  of  that  nn- 
tlaaian,  who  had  qtiiadj  iiabmlttad  to  tha  critical  laah  whtla 
JohntoQ  IWad.  It  iisiimail,  at  charaetcrfotlct  of  him.  all  the 
ralfar  clrcumatanoaa  of  aboia  which  had  drctilatad  amosfit 
thalgnoffaatx— 


**  Hare  lias  poor  Joi 


ailacpiag 


t 


Ha  was  ~  bat  aalf  ii^i'iiiiil,  rada,  and  vala } 
Ul.brfd  amd  ovartaanaf  la  dIsaMla, 
A  sdMlar  and  a  ChriaiiaB  —  yat  a  hrata. 
WooUyoa  kMW  all  bto  wlsdoai  and  hU  fotty, 
Hla  actions,  sarlafi.  oafoth.  and  aalaacholy, 
#MtM«  and  TlrA.  lataHon  of  hia  wit. 
Win  Ull  foa  how  ha  wrota,  and  talk'd,  and  coogh'd,  and 
■pit/'  GmL  Mmg.  17W. 


Thli  was  an  unlisi  vmtom  indSltanw  of  pMjr  aeaentnent, 
at  a  ttaaa  whan  ha  Miasilf  asi  at  a  wrry  aifanead  age.  and 
had  a  Mar  proaprct  of  daseaoding  lo  the  grava.  I  waa  truly 
aorry  far  It  t  far  ha  was  then  bacwaaa  an  avowed  and  (as  wit 
Lord  Blahonof  London,  who  had  a  aarloos  eonrersatlon  wkh 
hln  on  tha  anNaet,  Msnraa  ma)  a  ainaeva  ChrlaUan.  He 
could  not  aspect  ttat  iohaaoa^  n— irnna  Meoda  would 
patlmlly  bear  In  haeo  tha  nNHKirr  af  their 
tlaad  by  •aaaaanpan.bat  Chat,  at  least,  one  would  be 
in  retort.  Aeeordlagly.  this  ni^nssand  sen 
aei  In  the  a^  pohUc  laid  bf  an  answer.  In  tanns'br  no 
mnaaa  soft,  and  fiMh  as  wanlan  prorocntlon  an^  eonld 
inrtUyt^ 


Dedication  to  the  Eari  of  Bochford,*  and  s 
Preface,*  both  of  which  are  admirably  adapted 
to  the  treatise  to  which  tber  are  prefixed. 
Johnson,  I  believe,  did  not  play  at  draughts 
afler  leaving  College ;  by  which  he  suffered ; 
for  it  would  have  afibrded  him  an  innocent 
soothing  relief  from  the  melancholv  which  dis* 
tressed  him  so  often.  I  have  heard  him  regret 
that  he  had  not  learnt  to  play  at  cards ;  and 
the  game  of  draughts  we  know  is  peculiarly 
calculated  to  fix  Uie  attention  without  straining 
it.  There  b  a  composure  and  ^vitj  in 
draughts  which  insensibly  tranquillises  the 
mind;  and,  accordingly,  the  Dutch  are  fond 
of  it,  as  th^  are  of  smoking,  of  the  aedstiTe 
influenoe  of  which,  though  he  himself  never 
smoked^  he  had  a  high  opinion.*  Resides, 
there'  is  in  draogfats  some  exercise  of  the  fscnl- 
ties;  and  aooordin^lv,  Johnson,  wishing  to 
dignify  the  aubiect  in  ma  Dedication  with  what 
is  most  estimaMe  in  it,  obaervea,  **'  Triflers  mij 
find  or  make  any  thinf;  a  trifle :  but  since  it  u 
the  great  characteristic  of  a  wise  man  to  see 
events  in  their  causes,  to  obviate  conseoaences 
and  ascertain  contingencies,  your  lordsoip  will 
think  nothing  a  trifle  bj  which  the  mind  is 
inured  to  caution,  foresight,  and  circuiospec- 
tiou.** 

Aa  one  of  the  little  occasional  adTSstsges 
which  he  did  not  disdain  to  take  by  his  nen,  u 
a  man  whose  profession  was  literature,  be  this 
year  accepted  of  a  gnineA  from  Mr.  Robert 
bodaley,  for  writing  the  Introduction  lo  ""The 
Loodon  Chronicle,**  an  evening  newspaper;  sod 
even  in  so  slight  a  peiibimance  exhibited  pecti- 
liar  talents.  This  Chronicle  still  subsists',  sod 
fWmi  what  I  observed,  when  I  was  abroad,  his 
a  more  extensive  circulation  upon  the  coo* 
tinent  than  any  of  the  English  newspapers.  It 
was  constantly  read  by  Johnson  himself;  tod 
it  is  but  just  to  observe,  that  it  has  all  along 


-BPlTAm 


qnltadssdfcf. 


Hsrs  llaa  a  littla  ttflf  noManaa  all; 
Who,  Judging  only  fktmi  fta  wrttcbad  Mir, 
Fealdy  attampted.  patiilant  and  vain. 
Tha  *  Origin  of  Sril  *  to  explain. 
A  Bigltty  Ganlus  at  this  alf  displfaaad. 
With  a  Strang  critk  frasip  tha  nrchfcs  i 
For  thirty  jrears  Ita  oowaid  snlacn  It  kapt, 
Tinin  tha  dual  tha  mlahty  Gaofaaa  slapt ; 
Than  atank  and  frvttad  la  aspiring  aaaC 
And  bUnfc^  al  JoMiisoM  with  tea  last  poor  paC 


no  donbt  br  Mr.  BaswaO  bteirtr. J**; 
cradit  to  hla  aeal  than  hto  poftlcal  taMrt*.  T^ 
a  80 sncccsaltal  that  Johnaoa  re>pobU«hrd  M  «• 
■aparala  pamphlet.  Jaoyna  waa  barn  In  I70S,  and  dMd  taj^ 
Ha  waa  for  naar  forty  yawa  fo  Fartlaaianl,  aad  pasU*'*;' 
•ooapartry;  hnt  hla  baat  known  worh  la  hh  Sowvr'Wiv 
NtW ;  alao,  BvklMiMa  of  tha  Chrlatlan  Rallglon.  puhli*»'«<^ 
In  in4.  Of  thia  work,  tha  aerloiMnaaa  and  itooaffty  *u  w^ 
quaatiooad.  which  la  tha  oecaaleai  af  Mr.  Baawall'a  ohamadtfi 
aa  to  hla  batog  **  a  timeert  ca r laifon ■  *•  —  Caanaa.  .^_^ 
*  faa  paac  Angnst  IS.  im.  Hawkfoi  haard  *^^ 
mj,  that  Inaanlnr  hnd  grown  aoaa  frafaaat  slnca  isosjaf 
hadgpnaowtorBahion.  — Caoana.  .   ^  __ 

»  TtM  Lo^tan  Chronicle,  or  Unlveral  Bvcniag  r<^  •» 
pnUbhad  three  tliaaa  a  wark.    Tha  ArM  o«uah«^  coi  uutuw 
lohaMn*s  Intitiduetkia.  Mptnrad  Jm.  I.  I7»l.    H'-  9^"'" 
in  thlsiaaiMl Ca< 


^Et.  47. 
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beeo  ftistiagutthed  £at  good  senee,  accuracj, 
modermtixMit  and  delicacy. 

Another  instaiKse  of  the  eanie  natnre  has 
been  communicated '  to  me  bj  the  Rererend 
Dt.  Thomas  CampbeQ,  who  lias  done  himself 
eonsderable  credit  by  his  own  writings.  ^*  Sit- 
tix^  with  Dr.  Johnson  one  morning  alone,  he 
asked  oke  if  I  had  known  Dr.  Midden,  who 
WIS  author  of  the  premium-scheme  *  in  Ireland. 
On  my  answering  in  the  affirmatiTe,  and  also 
that  1  had  for  some  years  lived  in  his  neigh- 
bourhood, &C.,  he  b^ged  of  me  that  when 
I  returned  to  IrelandTl  would  endeavour  to 
procure  for  him  a  poem  of  Dr.  Madden*s  called 
'  Boulter's  Monument.  *  '  The  reason  (said 
be)  why  I  wish  for  it,  is  this:  when  Dr. 
MaAi«i  came  to  London^  he  submitted  that 
work  to  my  castigation ;  and  I  remember  I 
Uotted  a  great  manj'  lines,  and  might  have 
blotted  Bumr  more  without  making  Uie  poem 
wofse.^  However,  the  Doctor  was  very 
tkankliil,  and  very  generous,  for  he  gave  me 
whik  wag  to  me  at  that  tme  a 


"  5 


He  this  year  resumed  his  scheme  of  giving  an 
edhknt  of  Shakspeare  wilh  notes.  He  issued 
Proposals  of  considerable  length ^,  in  which  he 
diewed  that  he  perfectly  wdl  knew  what  a 
faiieiy  of  reseaich  such  an  undertsking  re- 
quirea;  but  his  indolence  prevented  him  £rom 
it  with  thai  diligence  which  alone  can 
scattered  fiusti,  that  genius,  how- 
acute,  penetratini^  and  Inminons,  cannot 
diaeaver  by  its  own  force;  It  is  remarkaUe, 
that  9t  this  time  his  fancied  activity  was  for  the 
moment  to  vigorous,  that  he  promised  his  work 
dboold  be  pm>lished  before  Christmas,  1757. 
Yet  nine  years  elapsed  before  it  saw  the  light. 
His  tbroes  in  bringmg  it  forth  had  been  severe 
sad  remittent;  imd  at  last  we  may  slmost 
coddnde  ihaX  the  Caesarian  operation  was 
performed  by  ^e  knife  of  Churchill,  whose 


Aprils.  1775 — c. 

CalWisii  of  DabUn,  fbur  qoarterly  rumiiiAtloBt 

«ra  bald  in  cadi  year,  ta  Twioua  pf«ierllw4 

0riitentnf«awlMi«nm;  aMlpraDiiiflBt,eoittittlns 

win  Um  Coltoge  Anm,  u*  attudged  Mj 

ipoaed  genenllv  of  tha  Junior  FoUowt),  to 

aKMt  dMBgidned  tbemMtrea  tn  the  wronil 

a  very  rigid  trial,  vhkh  laito  two  dayv.    Thla 

■utaliCad  about  WTen^  fear»,haa  bean 

the  BMit  banaflrial   eflbcU.     Dr.  Sanmei 

dw  flrrt  propoaar  of  tboia  premlamt.    Thaj 

about  Iba  vaar  1734.    Ha  waa  alao  one  of  tba 

of  tba  Doblia  Sodetf  for  the  Bnooarafcment  of 

Asriefltaire.    In  aididon  to  tba  pranloma  wblcb 

atill  annnaHy  glvan  bf  tbat  lodaty  fbr  thU 

Dr.  M— "*■«  sve  others  firam  bii  own  food.  Henca 
_  jaaMBv  callad  **  Premimn  Vaddgm." ^Uxumn, 
*  Dr.  Bacii  Booiter,  ArchUibop  of  Annagb,  and  Primata 
ef  IrctedTila  di«(l  SraUir.  174S,  at  wfaleta  ttane  bawas, 

of  the  Lords  Juatleea  of  that 


■Beaks  of  bim  in  Mgh  tamu  of 
te  hia  Ltfs  of  Ambraaa  Fbaips—Boawiu., 


B  vcrv  naa  ^Mtncs.    Tba  few  ttnea  in 
'  thai  rlta  ^bova  »adiocrity,  nay  be 


"  says  HcwklBS, 
prafaiilon  of  an 


Ids 


tt  ia  sappoaad.lbr  soodry  bene- 

a,  na  oomposed  pufalt  dis- 

sempla  of  eoafesslnf, 

win  a  Moderate  onet 

af  lortloe,  tbat  bavtet 


u^)(raiding  saUre,  I  dare  say,  made  Johnson's 
friends  mge  him  to  dispatch. 

**  He  for  subacrlben  baits  his  hook, 
And  takes  your  cash ;  but  wbere's  the  book  ? 
No  matter  where ;  wise  fear,  you  know. 
Forbids  the  robbing  of  a  foe ; 
But  what,  to  lerve  our  private  ends, 
Forbids  the  cheating  of  our  friends  ?  ** 

About  this  period  he  was  offered  a  living  of 
considerable  value  in  Lincolnshire  '^f  if  he  wene 
iDcliaed  to  enter  into  holy  <»tlen.  It  was  a 
rectory  in  the  gift  of  Mr.  Lanffton,  the  father 
of  his  much  valued  friend.  But  he  did  not 
accept  of  it;  partly,  I  believe,  froai  a  eonseien- 
taons  motive,  being  persuaded  diat  his  temper 
and  habtts  renderml  him  unfit  for  that  amdoous 
and  familiar  instruction  of  die  vulgar  and 
ignorant,  which  he  held  to  be  an  essential  duty 
in  a  detgyman ;  and  partly  because  his  love  of 
a  London  life  was  so  strong,  that  he  would  have 
thought  himself  an  exile  in  any  other  pjAce, 
particularlv  if  residing  in  the  country."  Who- 
ever would  wish  to  see  his  thoughts  i^>on  that 
sulject  displayed  in  their  full  fbroe,  may  peruse 
the  Adventurer,  Number  126. 

In  1757  it  does  not  af^pear  that  he  pubtished 
any  thmg,  eaceept  some  of  those  articles  in  the 
Literary  Magaame,  which  have  been  mentioned. 
That  magasine,  after  Johnson  ceased  to  write 
in  it,  gzmlually  dedined,  tiioiurh  tiie  popular 
epithet  of  AnHgaOiean  was  added  to  it ;  and 
in  July,  1758,  it  expired.  He  probably  pre- 
pared a  part  of  his  Shakspeare  this  year,  and 
ne  dictated  a  speech  on  the  subject  of  an 
address  to  the  Throne,  after  the  expedition  to 
Rochfort,  which  was  delivered  by  one  of  his 
friends,  I  know  not  in  what  public  meeting. 
It  is  printed  in  the  Gentleman  s  Magazine  for 
Octooer,  1785,  as  his,  and  bears  sufficient 
marks  of  authenticity. 

By    the    favour    of    Mr.   Joseph   Cooper 


been  peld,  he  considered  them  so  abeolutely  the  property  of 
Ibe  purohaier,  as  to  renounce  all  daim  totKem.  He  reckoned 
tbat  he  bad  written  about  fmrtf  sermoas  t  but,  except  as  to 
same,  knew  not  In  what  bands  they  ware.  **  I  have,**  said 
be,  **  beenpaid  for  tliem,  and  bare  no  rigbt  to  Inquire  aboot 
tfaam.**  This  pnedce  Is  of  very  doubtful  propriety.  In  the 
case  of  an  eleetfae  cbapal,  It  migbt,  as  the  Buhop  Blrlngton 
cbsanredtonM,  amount  to  an  absofaMe  hand,  as  a  person 
B^S^t  be  chosen  for  the  merits  of  a  sermon  not  written  by 
bhnself.    Sea  ontf,  p.  SS.  —  CaoKsa. 

•  Tbey  have  been  reprinted  by  Mr.  M alone.  In  the  Prefhea 
to  Ms  emtion  of  Shalupeare.  ~  Baawtu.. 

7  Xaaff0«,nearParAuy.— Caoua. 

•  Hawldns,  wbo  first  told  this  Ihet  on  Johnson's  own 
aothorltyt  does  not  mention  this  latter  and  lower  motWe  for 
Jctaisen*s  refasal.  **  It  was,**  he  says,  **  in  a  pleasant  coun- 
try, aad  ofsncb  yaarlr  Talue,  as  mient  have  tempted  one  in 
better  cirenmstanccs, Vnf  be  bad  scruples  about  the  duties  of 
thenrinisterial  fymctions.**  **  I  have  not.*'  Johnson  said,  **  the 
requisites  for  the  oflce,  and  I  cansMt  in  conscience  shear  tbe 
Sock  which  I  am  unable  to  feed.**  And  HawUns  further 
informs  us  that  aboat  this  period  he  was  in  drcumstaaces 
more  stndtaned  than  usual,  and  even  bis  tmUnary  relaxation 
of  Ms  dub  fktted  bhn.  "  About  tbe  year  17W,  time  bad  pro- 
duoed  a  obange  In  the  situation  of  many  of  Johnson's  friends, 
who  were  used  to  meet  bim  In  Ivy-lane.  Death  had  taken 
from  them  M 'Gbie ;  Barber  went  to  settle  as  a  practisins 
physician  at  Trowbridsa  |  Dyer  went  abroad ;  Hawkeswortn 
was  bnsiad  In  formlns  new  connections ;  and  I  bad  lately 
made  ana  tbat  removed  from  ma  all  temptations  to  pass  my 
avenincB  from  boase.  Tba  consequence  was,  that  our  sym- 
poihun  at  tha  Kbit's  Head  brake  up.'* — Ci 
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Walker',  of  the  Treasurr,  Dublin,  I  have 
obtained  a  copy  of  the  following  letter  from 
Johnson  to  the  venerable  author  of  ^Disserta- 
tions on  tibe  Uistorj  of  Ireland.** 

JOHNSON  TO  CHS-  O'CONNOR*  ESQ.* 

-LoodoQ.  April  9. 1797. 

«<8im,  —  I  have  lately,  by  the  fiiTOur  of  Mr. 
Faulkner,  feen  your  aeeount  of  Irvlmnd,  and  easnot 
ibrbear  to  lolieit  a  proaecution  of  your  design.  Sir 
William  Temple  complains  that  Ireland  b  less 
known  than  any  other  country,  as  to  its  ancient 
rtate.  The  natites  have  had  little  leisure,  and 
little  encoursgement  far  inquiry ;  and  strangers, 
not  knowing  tiie  language,  hsTe  had  no  ability. 

••  I  ha^e  long  willed  that  the  Irish  literature 
woe  cultiTated.'  Ireland  is  known  by  tradition  to 
have  been  once  the  scat  of  piety  and  learning ;  and 
surely  it  would  be  very  acceptable  to  all  those  who 
are  ctuious  either  in  the  original  of  nations,  or  the 
affinities  of  languages,  to  be  further  informed  of 
the  revolution  of  a  people  so  ancient,  and  once  so 
illustrious. 

•*  What  reUtion  there  b  between  the  Welsh  and 
Irish  language,  or  between  the  language  of  Ireland 
and  that  of  Biscay,  deserves  inquiry.  Of  these 
provincial  and  unextended  tongues,  it  seldom  hap- 
pens that  more  than  one  are  understood  by  any  one 
man ;  and,  therefore^  it  seldom  happens  that  a  fiiir 
comparison  can  be  made.  I  hope  you  will  con* 
tinue  to  cultivate  thb  kind  of  learning,  which  has 
too  long  lain  neglected,  and  which,  if  it  be  suflTered 
to  remain  in  oblivion  for  another  century,  may, 
perhaps,  never  be  retrieved.  As  I  wish  well  to  idl 
useful  undertskings,  I  would  not  forbear  to  let  you 
know  how  much  jou  deserve,  in  my  opinion,  from 
all  lovers  of  study,  and  how  much  pleasure  your 
work  has  given  to.  Sir,  your  most  obliged  and 
most  humble  servant,  Sax.  Johhsom.** 

JOHNSON  TO  THOMAS  WARTON. 

•*  [LoodoD.]  JoiM  «.  1757. 
**  DsAa  Sia, —  Dr.  &Iarsili,  of  Padua,  a  learned 
gentleman,  and  good  Latin  poet,  has  a  mind  to  see 


*  Mr.  WalkfT  vm  a  member  of  tb«  Rojral  Iiicb  Acsdray, 
author  or  the  '*  HiMoricsl  Mesaotrt  of  Ihs  Inth  Bwrds.**  aa 
*•  Hltiorlcal  Memoir  oa  Italiaa  Tnfsdj,**  Ac.    U«  died  la 

1810.  —  CauKSB. 

«  Mr.  Walker  wHtM  to  SM  as  Mlovs :  —  **  Perhapt  It 
would  graiirj  you  to  have  tomt  aroouot  of  Mr.  O'Connor. 
He  U  an  amiabla,  learned,  venerable  old  fsntlemao,  of  an 
Independent  fortune,  who  live*  at  Ballynefar.  in  the  cottaty 
of  Kuecommon :  he  U  an  admired  writer,  and  member  of  the 
Irifth  Arademj.  The  above  letter  U  alluded  to  In  the  preface 
to  the  aeeond  edttion  of  hb  *  DiMeit.*  p.  S."  Mr.  O'Connor 
afterward*  died  at  tho  afe  of  dahtj-two,  Julf  I.  1791 .  See  a 
wdl-drawD  character  of  him  m  the  **  Gcotlamao't  Mafa- 
aloe  '*  for  Aunutt.  1791.  ->  Boiwbll. 

Of  thii  ffrntleman.  who  died  at  hit  leat  at  Balljnefar, 
In  the  count jr  of  lloeoommon,  Juij.  1791.  In  hit  elshtv-M<roiid 
jear,  tome  account  majr  be  found  lu  the  Geotlraun't  Maf «• 
stn«  of  that  d^le.  Of  the  *'  DU«ertatlont  on  the  History  of 
Ireland  "  a  tecond  and  much  Improred  edlti»n  was  publUhcd 
In  i;7C.— Malohb.  Se«  SDOCber  letur  from  Mm,  pott. 
May  19.  1777.-.Cbobbb. 

'  The  celebrated  orator,  Mr.  Flood,  fwho  died.  December, 
17911  hat  thown  hinuelf  to  be  of  Dr.  Johnson's  opinion; 
having  by  hit  will  bequeathed  bit  ettate.  after  the  death  of 
hit  wife.  I.,aay  Frances,  to  the  Unlrertlty  of  Dublin;  "de- 
■irinf  (hat  immediately  after  the  said  estate  ihall  come  into 
their  pnttettton,  iher  shall  appoint  two  professors,  one  for 
the  itiidy  of  (he  native  Erse  or  Irtth  Languase.  and  tlie  other 
for  tl.r  studr  of  Irtth  antiquities  and  Irish  history,  and  fur 
the  »t<Miy  of  any  ochrr  Kuropran  lanfuace  Illustrative  of.  or 
aoaUUry  to,  the  study  ul  Iriah  aatlquiuea  or  Irish  history  ; 


Oxford.  I  have  given  him  a  letter  to  Dr.  Huddcs- 
ford,  end  shall  be  glad  if  you  will  introdnce  him, 
and  shew  him  any  thing  in  Oxford. 

**  I  am  printing  my  new  edition  of  Shakspesre. 

**  I  long  to  see  you  all,  but  cannot  conTeniently 
come  yet.  You  might  write  to  me  now  end  then, 
if  you  were  good  for  any  thing.  But*  hoMru 
mmkmt  mores.  Professors  forget  their  frientis.  I 
shall  certainly  complain  to  Miss  Jones '  I  sm, 
yotir,  &Cn  Sam.  Johmson.'* 

**  Please  to  make  my  compliments  to  Bir.Wise.* 

JOHNSON  TO  [THOMAS  WARTON.]  • 

••  Oct.  27. 1757. 

^  DxAa  Sia, —  I  have  been  thinking  and  ulkisg 
with  Mr.  Allen  about  some  literary  business  for  an 
inhabitant  of  Oxford.  Many  schemes  might  ht 
plausibly  proposed,  but  at  present  these  may  be 
sufficient.  I.  An  Ecclesiastical  History  of  Eng- 
land. In  this  there  are  a  great  many  msterials 
which  must  be  compreised  into  a  narrow  compact. 
This  book  must  not  exceed  4  vols.  8vo.  S.  A  His- 
tory of  the  Reformation,  (not  of  England  only,  but 
of  Europe ;)  this  must  not  exceed  the  same  bulk, 
and  will  be  full  of  and  very  entertaining. 

3.  The  Life  of  Richard  the  First.   4.  The  Life  of 
Edward  the  Confessob 

*'A11  these  are  works  for  which  the  rcquUlte 
materials  may  be  found  at  Oxford,  and  any  of  them 
well  executed  would  be  well  rcceiTed.  I  inipart 
these  designs  to  you  in  confidence,  that  wbst  >t>u 
do  not  make  use  of  yourself  shall  retert  to  me 
uneommunicated  to  any  other.  The  schemes  of  a 
writer  are  his  property  and  his  rerenue,  and  there- 
fore they  must  not  be  made  common.  I  sm,  Sir, 
your  most  humble  serrant.         Sax.  Johksov,* 

JOHNSON  TO  BENNET  LANGTOK. 

Of  Trimitf  CoBigm^  Oxfofd. 

•*Jan.«.  17**' 
<«  DcAa  Sia,  —  Though  I  might  have  expccteil  u> 
hear  from  you,  upon  your  entrance  into  a  new  sute 
of  life  at  a  new  places  yet  recollecting  (not  with- 
out some  degree  of  shame)  that  I  owe  you  a  Utu-r 


and  that  they  shall  five  yearly  two  liberal  pceolums  f<nr  t*'i 
compositions,  one  In  verse,  and  tho  other  In  pc^Me,  ir  !*••! 
Irish  lanmiaire."  — >  Boswill.  Sine*  the  above  was  wr.*!  i 
(May.  1793).  Mr.  Flood's  will  has  hera  s«t  aatde.  *ix*r  «  tt^J 
at  bar.  la  the  Court  of  Exchequer  In  Ireland.  —  Msiu^t 

4  Mr.  Warton  was  elected  ProCeaaor  of  Poetry  at  Onlori 
lo  the  preeedina  year.  —  WaaroM. 

*  Miss  Jones  llred  at  Oxford,  and  was  often  of  imr  tu'!'e« 
She  was  a  very  Ingenious  poetees,  and  puMlshed  a  ««'!'  '  •« 
poems  ;  and.  an  the  whole,  was  a  mou  acnstUle,  aKri-*  *' 
and  amiable  woman.  She  was  slater  tu  the  Kr«  K  ^ 
Jones.  Chanter  of  Christ  Church  Cathedral  at  Oxford.  >'  < 
Johnson  used  to  call  her  the  CkmrnirrtM.  I  hate  L«vil  i^J 
often  addreas  her  Id  Ihta  passafe  IWmb  **  II  Pniseroto  . " 

**  Thee.  ChantrtM,  oA  tbe  woods  asBoog 
1  woo,"  *c. 

She  riled  unmarried.  -^  Waaron. 

*  This  letter  was  found  by  Mr.  Peter  Cmmlnfhsf*. 
papers  of  Allen,  the  printer,  and  waa  Inlrodod.  no  •:•  •• 

Thomas  Warton,  thimsh.  perham,   from  aocne  chat 
opinion,  not  forwarded  to  him  —  CnoKsa. 

*  This  Mter  is  dated  June  9s.  17fta.  atid  so  plve^d  h 
BcMwell ;  but  this  mutt  be  a  mlatake ;  for  It  •«  * « 
written  on  Mr.  Lanfrton's  entrance  into  colleitr  1.*' 
Langtun  entered  Trinity  Cullcce,  Oxford,  7th  Ji..%. 
and  no  doubt  began  to  reside  In  tli«  tnllovtng  autin< 
we  shall  »ee  in  a  subsequent  letter  dated  June  1.  IT  • 
Langton  had  been  alrrady  some  time  ikm  pupil  of  \V 
The  true  dale,  iherrfore.  of  this  lotfieTt  was,  prutusblj . 
mry  auJ  uut  Jmmt.  —  Caoaaa* 
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opoo  an  old  aflcouiit,  I  think  it  my  part  to  write 
Sat  This»  indeed,  I  do  not  only  from  coroplmi- 
nuce  but  from  inteicit ;  for  living  on  in  the  old 
wtj,  I  am  Tcrj  glad  of  a  correspondent  ao  capable 
as  jouivelf  to  diTenify  the  hours.  You  have,  at 
present,  too  many  novelties  about  you  to  need  any 
hdp  from  me  to  drive  along  your  time. 

"  I  knov  not  any  thing  more  pleasant,  or  more 
iostructite^  than  to  compare  experience  with  ex- 
peetsuon,  or  to  register  from  time  to  time  the 
difiereooe  between  idea  and  reality.  It  is  by  this 
kiad  of  observation  that  we  grow  daily  less  liable 
to  be  disappointed.  Tou,  who  are  very  capable  of 
aaticlpatlng  futurity,  and  raising  phantoms  before 
Tour  own  eyes,  most  often  have  imagined  to  your* 
sdfan  academical  lile,  and  have  conceived  what 
rooM  be  the  manners,  the  views,  and  the  oonversa- 
tioa  of  men  devoted  to  letters ;  how  they  would 
dKMse  their  eompanions,  how  they  would  direct 
tbcir  studies,  and  how  they  would  r^ulate  their 
lives.  Let  me  know  what  you  expected,  and  what 
joa  bsve  found.  At  least  record  it  to  younelf^ 
before  custom  has  reconciled  you  to  the  scenes 
befiire  you,  and  the  disparity  of  your  discoveries  to 
yoor  hopes  has  vanished  fixmi  your  mind.  It  is  a 
rule  neTcr  to  be  forgotten,  that  whatever  strikes 
rtroogij,  should  be  dneribed  while  the  first  impres- 
son  remains  fresh  upon  the  mind. 

**  I  lore,  dear  Sir,  to  think  on  you,  and  there- 
bre  ^ould  willingly  write  more  to  you,  but  that 
tbe  post  will  not  now  give  me  leave  to  do  more 
than  send  my  compliments  to  Mr.  Warton,  and  tell 
TOO  that  I  am,  dear  Sir,  most  affectionately,  your 
Tcrj  humble  servant,  Sak.  Johkson." 

ILr.  Bumey  hsmns  enclosed  to  bun  an 
extract  frt>m  the  review  of  his  Dictionary  in 
tbe  BibU&Okeque  des  Savaru  [t.  iii.  p.  482.]  and 
a  list  of  sabscrxben  to  his  Shakspeare,  which 
Mr.  Barney  had  procured  in  Norfolk,  he  wrote 
the  following  answer :  — 


JOHNSON  TO  BURNEY, 
jii  Lymuy  NoifoOu 

*  Goagh  Sqnare,  Dec.  34. 17A7. 
*  Sib,— Thai  I  nwy  shew  myself  sensible  of 
yov  finvoura,  and  not  commit  tbe  same  fault  a 
veond  time,  I  make  baste  to  answer  the  letter 
viinefa  I  received  this  morning.  I1ie  truth  is»  the 
«bcr  likewise  was  received,  and  I  wrote  an  an- 
**»;  but  being  desirous  to  transmit  you  some 
I  prepQcals  and  receipts,  I  waited  till  I  could  find  a 
^oavenient  conveyance,  and  day  was  passed  after 
^y  till  Other  things  drove  it  from  my  thoughts ; 
*ct  not  so,  but  that  I  remember  with  great  pleasure 
V^  commendation  of  my  Dictionary.  Your 
?nise  was  welcome,  not  only  because  I  believe  it 
*»  sioecre,  bat  because  praise  has  been  very 
•eate.  A  man  of  your  candour  will  be  surprised 
^^  I  tell  yoo,  that  among  all  my  acquaintance 
^i'ae  vere  only  two^  who  upon  the  publication  of  my 
^  did  not  endeaTour  to  depress  me  with  threats  of 


*  Here  Mr. 
divly 


had  faiwrted  a  letter  to  Mr.  Langtoo, 
Jnna  9. 1788*  whieb,  from  iCe  intemsl  erl- 
to  1709,  whan  it  vlU  be  foaod.— 


censure  fivm  the  public,  or  with  objections  learned 
fit>m  those  who  had  learned  them  from  my  own 
preface.  Yours  is  the  only  letter  of  good- will  that 
I  have  received ;  though,  indeed,  I  am  promised 
something  of  that  sort  from  Sweden. 

**  How  my  new  editbn  [of  Shakspeare]  will  be 
received  I  know  not ;  the  subscription  has  not  been 
very  sucoeasfiil.     I  shall  publish  about  March. 

**  If  you  can  direct  me  how  to  send  proposals,  I 
should  wish  they  were  in  such  hands. 

**  I  remember.  Sir,  in  some  of  the  first  letters 
with  which  you  fiivoured  me,  you  mentioned  your 
lady.  May  I  inquire  after  her?  In  return  for  the 
favours  which  you  have  shewn  me,  it  is  not  much 
to  tell  you,  that  I  wish  you  and  her  all  that  can 
conduce  to  your  happiness.  I  am,  Sir,  your  most 
obliged  and  most  humble  servant, 

*«  Sax.  Johkson.** 

In  1758  we  find  him,  it  should  seem,  in  as 
easy  and  pleasant  a  state  of  existence,  as  con- 
stitutional unhappiness  e^er  permitted  him  to 
enjoy.' 

JOHNSON  TO  BURNEY, 
At  LyniUf  NorfcXk, 

**  LoDdon,  March  1. 1758. 

**  SiK,  —  Your  kindness  is  so  great,  and  my  claim 
to  any  particular  regard  from  you  so  little,  that  I 
am  at  a  loss  how  to  express  my  sense  of  your 
fiivours  * ;  but  I  am,  indeed,  much  pleased  to  be 
thus  distinguished  by  you, 

"  I  am  ashamed  to  tell  you  that  my  Shakspeare 
will  not  be  out  so  soon  as  I  promised  my  sub- 
scribers ;  but  I  did  not  promise  them  more  than  I 
promised  mysel£  It  wUl,  however,  be  published 
before  summer. 

M I  have  sent  you  a  bundle  of  proposals,  which,  I 
think,  do  not  profess  more  than  I  have  hitherto  per- 
formed. I  have  printed  many  of  the  plays,  and 
have  hitherto  left  very  few  passages  unexplained ; 
where  I  am  quite  at  loss,  I  confess  my  ignorance, 
which  is  seldom  done  by  commentators. 

**  I  have  likewise  enclosed  twelve  receipts ;  not 
that  I  mean  to  impose  upon  you  the  trouble  of 
pushing  them  with  more  importunity  than  nuiy 
seem  proper,  but  that  you  may  rather  have  more 
than  fower  than  you  shall  want.  The  proposals 
you  will  disseminate  as  there  shall  be  an  oppor- 
tunity. I  once  printed  them  at  length  in  the 
Chronicle,  and  some  of  my  friends  (I  believe  Mr. 
Murphy,  who  formerly  wrote  the  Gray *s- Inn  Jour- 
nal) introduced  them  with  a  splendid  encomium. 

**  Since  the  Life  of  Brown,  I  have  been  a  little 
engaged,  fitMn  time  to  time,  in  the  Literary  Maga- 
xine,  but  not  very  lately.  I  have  not  the  collec- 
tion by  me,  and  tbcavfore  cannot  draw  out  a 
catalogue  of  my  own  parts,  but  will  do  it,  and  send 
it.  Do  not  buy  them,  for  I  will  gather  all  those 
that  have  anything  of  mine  in  them,  and  send  them 
to  Mrs.  Bumey,  as  a  small  token  of  gratitude  for 
the  regard  which  she  is  pleased  to  bestow  upon  me. 

**  1  am.  Sir,  your  most  obliged  and  most  humble 
servant,  Sam.  Johnson.** 


*  This  letter  was  aa  aaewer  to  one,  in  which  was  ancloMd 
a  draft  for  the  pajment  of  tooM  tubicrtptloos  to  his  Sbak- 
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Dr.  Bumey  has  kindly  fityoured  me  with  the 
followlog  memoruidiim,  which  I  take  the 
liberty  to  insert  in  hia  own  genoine  easy  atjrle. 
I  lore  to  exhibit  sketohet  of  mj  iUnatnoni 
friend  by  yarioua  enunent  handk 

**  Soon  after  thia,  Mr.  Bumey^  dvring  a  visit 
to  the  capital,  had  an  interyiew  with  him  in 
Gouflh  Square,  where  he  dined  and  drank  tea 
widihim,  and  was  introduced  to  the  acquaint- 
ance of  Mrs.  Williams.  After  dinner,  Mr. 
Johnson  proposed  to  Mr.  Barney  to  go  up  with 
him  into  his  garret,  which  being  accepted,  he 
there  found  about  fiye  or  six  Greek  folios,  a 
deal  writing-desk,  and  a  chair  and  a  half. 
Johnson,  f^ivlna  to  his  gnest  the  entire  seat, 
tottered  himseu"  on  one  with  oidy  three  legs 
and  one  arm.  Here  he  gaye  Mr.  Burney  Mrs. 
Williams's  history,  and  showed  him  some  yo- 
lames  of  Shakspeare  already  printed,  to  prove 
that  he  was  in  earnest.  Upon  Mr.  Bumey*s 
opening  the  first  yolume,  at  the  Merchant  of 
Venice,  he  obseryed  to  him  that  he  seemed  to 
be  more  seyere  on  Warburton  than  Theobald. 
'O  poor  Tib!  (said  Johnson)  he  was  ready 
kno<»ed  down  to  mj  hands ;  Warburton  stands 
between  me  and  lum.* — 'But^  Sir,  (said  Mr. 
Bumey)  youll  haye  Warburton  upon  your 
bones,  won*t  you  f  *  '  No,  Sir ;  hell  not  come 
out:  he*ll  only  erowl  in  his  den.*  —  *But  you 
think.  Sir,  that  Warburton  b  a  superior  critic 
to  Theobald?*  —  *  O,  Sir,  he*d  make  two- 
and-fifty  Theobalds,  cut  into  slices!  The 
worst  of  Warburton  is,  that  he  has  a  rage  for 
flaying  something,  when  there's  nothing  to  be 
said.*  —  Mr.  Bumey  then  asked  him  whether 
he  had  seen  the  letter  which  Warburton  had 
written  in  answer  to  a  pamphlet,  addressed 
*  To  the  most  impudent  man  aliye.*  He  an- 
swered in  the  negative.  Mr.  Bumey  told 
him  it  was  supposed  to  be  written  by  Mallet. 
The  controversy  now  ra^ed  between  the 
friends  of  Pope  and  Bolingbroke ;  and  War- 
burton and  Mallet  were  the  leaders  of  the 
several  parties.  Mr.  Burncy  asked  him  then 
if  he  had  seen  Warburton*s  book  against 
Bolingbroke*s  Philosophy  ?  —  '  No,  Su* ;  I 
have  never  read  Bolingbrdke*s  impiety,  and 
therefore  am  not  interested  about  its  con- 
fuUtion.*  ** 


>  Of  thU  perkMl  of  kto  Uft.  tfawkioi  Mft,  **  Tb«  proflts  ae- 
enring  from  the  tale  of  thU  paper,  uid  the  lubtciipcioat 
vhlcb.  from  the  jeM-  I7S6.  he  «m  reeeietaf  tor  tlM  edilkm  of 
Slwk*B«ef«  by  him  propotei,  ware  tba  aolf  knows  moam  of 
Ilia  •ubtUtrnce  for  a  peiiod  of  uear  four  year*,  aod  ve  may 
rappoee  then  hardly  adequate  to  hit  wantt,  for,  upon  Sndhiir 
the  Maare  of  the  aeeounC  for  the  Dktioaary  acaioit  him.  be 

Sullted  ht«  hooM  lo  Coacti  Square,  and  toofc  chambers  lo 
iraj't  Inn ;  and  Mr*.  WillUnt,  upon  thli  removal,  flxed 
herself  in  lodglngiai  aboanUnf  ••chnol.  lo  the  oelghbourbood 
of  their  former  dwelling."  And  Mr.  Morphy  trIU  ut.  that 
**  ho  ratlrod  to  Gray'*  Ina.  and  toon  WMeod  to  ehanben  In 
Iho  taner  Temple  Lmta,  wbeiw  he  lived  In  poverty,  total  Idle- 
neat,  and  the  pride  of  literature.  Mr.  Fitshvtert  (the  father 
of  Lord  SC  Helen*!),  a  man  dltUngnUhM  throogh  life  for  hU 


CHAPTER  Xra. 
1758--1759. 

•*  The  JdUr,**  —  LeUtn  to  WarUm  and  Itmfiom,  — 
Johms(m*9  Motktr.  —  LeUer$  to  her,  amd  to  Mlu 
Porter,  —  Htr  Death.  —  *•  HoMtetat/*  —  IfiMc/. 
UmieB.  ~~.  BxemrgioH  to  Oxford, — Framdt  Barber. 
—  WWka.  —  SaulUtL-^Ahri,  Moaiagu,  ^  Mr$. 
Ogk.  —MpU€  tk€  ArckiteeL 

Ov  the  fifteenth  of  April  he  began  a  new 
periodical  paper,  entitled  ^  Thb  Ioleb,**  ' 
which  came  out  every  Saturday  in  a  weekly 
newspaper,  called  **  The  Univenal  Chronicle, 
or  Weddy  Gazette,**  published  by  Kewbery/ 
These  essays  were  continued  till  April  5. 170O. 
Of  one  hundred  and  three,  their  total  number^ 
twelve  were  contributed  by  his  friends;  uf 
which,  Nos.  Sa.  98.  and  96.  were  written  b; 
Mr.  Thomas  Warton;  Ko.  67. by  Mr.  Lsn^; 
and  Nos.  7a  79.  and  82.  by  Sir  Joshna  Koj- 
nolda;  the  concluding  words  of  No.  82.-^ 
•*and  pollute  his  canvas  with  deformity/'  — 
being  added  by  Johnson,  as  Sir  Joshua  in- 
formed me.*' 

The  Idler  is  evidently  the  work  of  the  Mtnc 
mind  which  produced  the  Rambler,  but  ha< 
less  body  and  more  spirit.  It  has  more  varieij 
of  real  life,  and  greater  fac9ity  of  languiuze. 
He  describes  the  miseries  of  idleness,  with  the 
lively  sensations  of  one  who  has  felt  them ;  luid 
in  his  private  memorandums  while  engaged  in 
it,  we  find, "  This  year  I  hope  to  leam  dili- 
gence.** r/V.  and  Med,^  p.  80.]  Many  of 
these  excellent  essays  were  written  as  hsstiir 
as  an  ordinary  letter.  Mr.  Lanston  remcni- 
bers  Johnson,  when  on  a  visit  to  Oxford,  »^' 
ing  him  one  evening  how  long  it  was  till  the 
post  went  out ;  and  on  being  told  aboat  hall 
an  hour,  he  exclaimed,  ^then  we  shall  do  ^cry 
well.**  He  upon  this  instantly  sat  down  and 
finished  an  Idler,  which  it  was  neoeasarT  ihouil 
be  in  London  the  next  day.  ^  Mr.  Lan^tin 
having  signified  a  wish  to  read  it,  **  Sir»  (^•' "i 
he)  you  &all  not  do  more  than  I  have  drM>>> 
myself.**    He  then  folded  it  up  and  sent  it  <>n. 

Yet  there  are  in  the  Idler  several  papt^s 
which  show  as  much  profundity  of  thouchu 
and  labour  of  language,  as  any  of  this  ^^:][ 
man's  writings.  No.  14.  •*  Robbery  of  tiiin* : 
No.  24.  ••Thinking;"  No.  41.  ••l>cath  ol  a 
friend;'*  No.  43.  "Flight  of  time;"  No.  :»1. 
'•  Domestic  greatness  unattainable ; "  No.  J'-- 
«•  Sclf-demal; **  No.  58.  ••  Actual,  how  short  of 


ImieTolencn  and  otbOT  «nlabl«  qiuHtiM.  uMd  to  Mf.  ^^*{J^ 
paid  a  moralns  «itit  to  Johnion.  inteodinf  fhMn  hU  rhan  r«/i 
to  Mod  a  loam  tnCo  tho  etty ;  brt.  to  hia  fratf  anrp ru<-.  b* 
found  an  author  hf  nrofeMion  without  pM.  Mih,  or  paf^> 
The  piTtrat  Bithop  of  Sallibury  [DoucIm]  was  al»^  'b  '  '/• 
thoM  who  endMffOured.  by  comtant  attetKMm.  to  tnethr  •  * 
care*  of  a  mind  which  he  kmw  to  ha  nBicloA  wMh  fkvw) 
apprrhnuion*. "— CnoRsn.  ^  ^  -^^ 

« 'Htit  la  ailight  mi«tak#.  Tb«  tftt  nonbrr  «€  /?* 
Idler  "  app««r«d  on  tha  15th  of  April,  179*.  in  Ko.  L  of  Uk 
UnivenaJ  rhronlrlf.  Ac.  which  waa  pohhahW  taf  J.  r^r* 
for  whom  alto  the  Rambler  had  hean  prtnaad  <^  ***  .V/ 
of  April  thia  new»aper  mmtmoi  thn  IW»  ofr^r**^  l^"*- 
varml  Chfonlela.*'^ac— r 
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&Dcied,  exoeUenee;**  No.  89.  "PliTncal  eril 
moral  good;**  8nd  Ins  concluding  paper  on 
"^The  lunror  of  tlie  list,**  will  prove  thu  as- 
KTtion.  I  know  not  whj  a  motto«  the  usual 
trapping  of  periodical  papers,  is  prefixed  to 
Teiy  few  of  toe  Idlers,  as  I  hare  heard  John- 
son commend  the  custom :  and  he  never  could 
be  at  a  Ices  for  one,  his  memory  heing[  stored 
with  innumerable  passages  of  the  daasics^  In 
this  series  of  essays  be  exhibits  admiraUe  in- 
itaaeea  of  grave  huaoor,  of  whidi  he  had  an 
uncommon  share.  Nor  on  some  occasions  has 
be  repressed  that  power  of  soplustrj  which  he 
*  in  90  emment  a  degree.     In  No.  11. 


trcsts  wiUi  the  utmost  contempt  the  opinion 
that  oar  mental  faculties  depend,  in  some  de- 
gree, upon  the  weather;  an  opinion,  which 
they  who  have  never  experiencea  its  truth  are 
not  to  be  envied,  aodof  whiehhehimsdf  eould 
not  but  be  sensible,  as  the  e£fecli  of  weather 
smoD  him  were  very  visible.  Yet  thus  he  de* 
cairaa: — 

**  Sorelyi  nothing  is  more  reproachful  to  a  being 
endowed  with  rewon,  than  to  resign  its  powers  to 
the  influence  of  the  air,  and  IWe  in  dependence  on 
the  weather  and  the  wind  for  the  only  bleasings 
whiieh  nature  has  put  into  our  power,  tranquillity 
awl  benevolent.  This  distinction  of  seasons  is 
ptodtteed  only  by  imagination  operadng  on  luxury. 
To  temperanee,  every  day  is  bright;  and  every 
hofK-  is  propitious  to  diligence.  He  that  shall  re- 
solutdy  excite  his  faculties,  or  exert  his  virtues, 
will  sooo  make  himself  superior  to  the  seasons; 
and  nay  set  at  defiance  the  morning  mist  and  the 
evening  damp,  the  blasts  of  the  east,  and  the  clouds 
of  the  south.** 

Alas  I  it  is  too  certain,  that  where  the  frame 
hsa  delicste  fibres,  and  there  is  a  fine  sensibi- 
lity, such  influences  of  iJie  air  are  irresistible. 
He  migbt  as  well  have  bid  defiance  to  the 
ague,  t&  pAl^f  and  all  other  bodily  disorders. 
^ch  boarang  of  the  mind  is  false  elevation. 

**  I  think  the  Romans  call  it  Stoicism.** 

But  in  this  number  of  his  Idler  his  spirits 
seem  to  run  riot ' ;  for  in  the  wantonness  of 
his  disquisition  he  forgets,  for  a  moment,  even 
the  reverence  for  that  which  he  held  in  high 
reelect;  and  describes  ^the  attendant  on  a 
Court,"  as  one  ^  whose  business  is  to  watch 
the  looks  of  a  being,  weak  and  foolish  as  him- 
«if.-* 

His  lUMjoalified  ridicule  of  rhetorical  gesture 
or  aetkm  is  not,  surely,  a  test  of  truth ;  yet  we 
cannot  help  admiring  how  wdl  it  is  adapted 
to  produce  the  eflSect  which  he  widied :  — 

the  judges  of  our  laws,  nor  the  repre^ 
of  our  people,  would  be  much  afEected 


>  This  doetrtae  oftbe  little  InSnenee  of  the  weather,  bow- 
ID  have  bean  his  fixed  opinioD :  he  often  repeated 
See  pott,  p.  I4S. — Caoasa. 
eeau  retolVed  to  foiiat  that  Johnson*i 
far  Om  mmrt  had  not  yet  commeoced.  George  II. 
tm  itfU  alive,  vfaon  Johnson  aiwajs  sbiued,  sad  loaietiraes 
very  iDdeseatiy.  See  amti,  p.  4ft,  sad  foti,  April  6.  I77ft>— 
C 


by  laboured  gesticulations,  or  believe  any  man  the 
more  because  he  rolled  his  eyes,  or  puffed  his 
cheeks,  or  spread  abroad  his  arms,  or  stamped  the 
ground,  or  thumped  his  breast ;  or  turned  h»  eyes 
sometimes  to  the  eeiling,  and  sometimes  to  the 
floor.**. 

A  casual  eoinddcnee  with  other  writers,  or 
an  adoption  of  a  sentiment  or  image  wl^di  has 
been  found  in  the  writings  of  anotLer,  and  af- 
terwards appears  in  the  mind  as  one*s  own,  is 
not  unfrequent  The  richness  of  Johnson's 
fancy,  which  could  supply  his  page  abundantly 
on  all  occasions,  and  the  strength  of  his  me- 
mory, which  at  once  detected  the  real  owner 
of  any  thought,  made  him  less  liable  to  the 
imputation  of  plagiarism  than,  perhaps,  any  of 
oar  writers.  In  the  Idler,  however,  there  is  a 
paper,  in  which  conversation  is  assimilated  to 
a  bowl  of  punch,  where  there  is  the  same  train 
of  conmanson  as  in  a  poem  by  Blaeklock,  in 
his  collection  published  in  1756;  in  whidi  a 
paralld  is  ingeniously  drawn  between  human 
life  and  that  liquor.    It  ends, — 

**  Say,  then,  physicians  of  each  kind. 
Who  cure  the  body  or  the  mind. 
What  harm  in  drinking  can  there  be. 
Since  punch  and  life  so  well  agree?" 

To  the  Idler  \  when  collected  in  volumes, 
he  added,  beside  the  Essay  on  Epitaphs,  and 
the  Dissertation  on  those  of  Pope,  an  Essav 
on  the  Bravery  of  the  English  common  Sol- 
diers. He,  however,  omitt^  one  of  the  orim- 
nal  papers,  which  in  the  folio  copy  is  No.  22.^ 

JOHNSON  TO  THOMAS  WARTON. 

•*  [LondooJ  AprU  14. 17SS. 

"  Dxaa  Sia,  —  Your  notes  upon  my  poet  were 
very  acceptable.  I  beg  that  you  will  be  so  kind  as 
to  continue  your  search^.  It  will  be  reputable  to  my 
work,  and  suitable  to  your  professorship,  to  have 
something  of  yours  in  the  notes.  As  you  have 
giYcn  no  directions  about  your  name,  I  shall  there- 
fore put  it.  I  wish  your  brother  would  take  the 
same  trouble.  A  commentary  must  arise  from  the 
fortuitous  discoveries  of  many  men  in  devious  walks 
of  literature.  Some  of  your  remarks  are  on  plays 
already  printed :  but  I  purpose  to  add  aa  Appendix 
of  Notes,  so  that  nothing  comes  too  late. 

**  You  give  yourself  too  much  uneanness,  dear 
Sir,  about  the  loss  of  die  papers.'  The  loss  is 
nothing,  if  nobody  has  found  them ;  nor  even  then, 
perhaps,  if  the  numbers  be  known.  You  are  not 
the  only  friend  that  has  had  the  same  mischance. 
You  may  repair  your  want  out  of  a  stock,  which  is 
deposited  with  Mr.  Allen,  of  Magdalen  Hall ;  or 
out  of  a  parcel  which  I  have  just  sent  to  Mr. 
Chambers,  for  the  use  of  any  body  that  will  be  so 
kind  as  to  want  them.  Mr.  Langtons  are  well ; 
and  Miss  Roberts,  whom  I  have  at  last  brought  to 


'  Prior  iJLifk  qT  GoU$milk,  i.  3«.)  denlei  that  this  paper 

IS  added  to  the  early  editions  of  the  Idler,  and  luprnMe*  it 
to  hate  been  GoUWmith'i  $  but  It  it  evidentlj  Johnioa's  itjlo. 
^-Caoaaa,  1846. 

*  Tbia  paper  tuj  be  found  in  Stockdale'a  MippIemoBtal 
volame  of  Johaaea'a  MiaccUaBeous  Pieces. ...  Boswsu.. 

'  BeceipCs  for  Shahifeave.—Waa'rc 
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spMk«  upon  the  iDformation  which  you  gave  me, 
thatebe  had  something  to  saj.     I  am*  &c., 

''Sam.  Johnson.'* 

JOHNSON  TO  THOMAS  WARTON. 

**  London,  June  1. 17M. 

••  DxAa  Si  a,  —  You  will  receiTe  this  bj  Mr. 
Baretti,  a  gentleman  particularly  entitled  to  the 
notice  and  kindness  of  the  professor  of  poesy.  He 
has  time  but  for  a  short  stay,  and  will  be  glad  to 
hare  it  filled  up  with  as  much  as  he  can  hear 
and  see. 

**  In  recommending  another  to  your  favour,  I 
ought  not  to  omit  thanks  for  the  kindness  which 
you  have  shown  to  myself.  Have  you  any  more 
notes  on  Shakspcare?     I  shall  be  glad  of  them. 

**  I  see  your  pupil  sometimes ' ;  his  mind  is  at 
eialted  as  his  suture.  I  am  half  afraid  of  him ; 
but  he  is  no  less  amiable  than  formidable.  He 
will,  if  the  forwardness  of  his  spring  be  not  blasted, 
be  a  credit  to  you,  and  to  the  University.  He 
brings  some  of  my  plays*  with  him,  which  he  has 
my  permission  to  show  you,  on  condition  you  will 
bide  them  from  every  body  else.  I  am,  dear 
Sir,  &c..  Sax.  Johmsom.** 

JOHNSON  TO  LANGTON, 

•*  flsp.  11. 17M. 
**  DxAR  S»,  —  I  should  be  sorry  to  think  that 
what  engrosses  the  attention  of  my  friend,  should 
have  no  part  of  mine.  Your  mind  is  now  lull  of  the 
late  of  Dury  * ;  but  his  fiite  is  past,  and  nothing  re- 
mains but  to  try  what  refiection  will  suggest  to 
mitigate  the  terrors  of  a  violent  death,  which  is 
more  formidable  at  the  first  glance,  than  on  a  nearer 
and  more  steady  view.  A  violent  death  ia  never 
very  painful ;  the  only  danger  is,  lest  it  should  be 
unprovided.  But  if  a  man  can  be  supposed  to 
make  no  provision  for  death  in  war,  what  can  be 
the  state  that  would  have  awakened  him  to  the 
oare  of  futurity?  When  would  that  man  have 
prepared  himself  to  die,  who  went  to  seek  death 
without  preparation?  What  then  can  be  the 
reason  why  we  lament  more  him  that  dies  of  a 
wound,  than  him  that  dies  of  a  fever  ?  A  man  that 
languishes  with  disease,  ends  his  life  with  more 
pain,  but  with  lets  virtue :  he  leaves  no  eiample  to 
bis  friends,  nor  bequeaths  any  honour  to  his  de- 
soendanta.  The  imly  reason  why  we  lament  a 
soldier's  death,  is,  that  we  think  he  might  have 
lived  longer ;  yet  this  cause  of  grief  is  conunon  to 
many  other  kinds  of  death,  which  are  not  so 
paiBitottately  bewailed.  The  truth  is,  that  every 
death  ia  violent  which  ia  the  effect  of  accident ; 
every  death  which  is  not  grsdually  brought  on  by 
the  miseries  of  age,  or  when  life  is  extinguished  for 
any  other  reason  than  that  it  is  burnt  out.  He  that 


1  Mr.  Laiifrton.— Wakton. 

^  Ptft  of  thr  impresiion  of  the  Shakipnre,  vhlrti  Dr. 
Johnson  condurtrd  aloiMs.  and  publUhed  by  •iitMoipCion. 
Thta  rdltion  ounc  out  In  176.^.  —  Wabton. 

'  Mi^or-CfrncrAl  Alexander  Diirr,  of  th«  FIrrt  Itpiriinrnt 
of  FouC  Gu«rdf.  who  Tell  in  the  ralUnt  dltcharge  of  M%  duty, 
near  St.  Tas,  In  the  veil-known  unfortunate  •xpeditiuit 
aCAlntt  France.  In  I7M.  HU  ladjr  and  Mr.  Langton't  mo. 
Iher  were  titter*.  He  left  an  onljr  mo.  Lleoteiiant- Colonel 
Durr.  who  ha«  a  rorapany  In  the  Mme  regiment.  —  Boswill. 

*  Gibbon,  in  hu  Meniuirt.  allude*  to  thit  •uhfect  with  ftxid 
tatte  and  fBehutt:  —  **  Kron  nj  childhood  to  the  pnwent 
hour.  I  have  d^ply  and  •tnceralf  refrvltod  mjr  aUter.  whoM 
Ufa  waa  aonewbat  protoot*^  aad  wbom  1  isimnihsi  Co  hava 


dies  before  sixty,  of  a  cold  or  consumption,  dies,  io 
reality,  by  a  violent  death ;  yet  bis  death  is  borne 
with  patience,  only  because  the  cause  of  his  un< 
timely  end  is  silent  and  invisible.  Let  us  endea- 
vour to  see  things  as  they  are,  and  then  inquire 
whether  we  ought  to  complain.  Mlietber  to  H>e 
life  as  it  is,  will  give  us  much  consolation,  I  knov 
not;  but  the  consolation  which  is  drawn  from 
truth,  if  any  there  be,  is  solid  and  durable :  that 
which  may  be  derived  from  error,  mtist  be,  like  its 
original,  fellaciotis  and  fugitive.  I  am,  dear,  dear 
Sir,  your  most  hinnble  servant*      Sam.  Johkson." 

JOHNSON  TO  LANGTON, 
At  LfomgiloH, 

••Jan.  9. 1758  (1759). 

**  DcARStr  Sia,^- 1  must  have  indeed  slept  Terr 
fast,  not  to  have  been  awakened  by  yoiur  letter. 
None  of  your  suspiciona  are  true ;  I  am  not  much 
richer  than  when  you  left  me ;  and  what  is  vorw, 
my  omission  of  an  answer  to  your  first  letter  will 
prove  that  I  am  not  much  wiser.  But  I  go  on  ai 
I  formerly  did,  designing  to  be  some  time  or  other 
both  rich  and  wise ;  and  yet  cultivate  neither  miod 
nor  fortune.  Do  you  take  notice  of  my  example, 
and  learn  the  danger  of  delay.  When  1  wa«  as }  ou 
are  now,  towering  in  [the]  confidence  of  twenti- 
one,  little  did  I  suspect  that  I  should  be,  at  forty- 
nine,  what  1  now  am. 

*'  But  you  do  not  seem  to  need  my  admonition. 
You  are  busy  in  acquiring  and  in  communieaun^ 
knowledge,  and  while  you  are  studying,  enjor  the 
end  of  study,  by  making  others  wiser  and  hap])>er. 
I  was  much  pleased  with  the  tale  that  yon  told  me 
of  being  tutor  to  your  sisters.  I,  who  hare  no 
sisters  nor  brothers,  look  with  stmie  degree  of  in- 
nocent envy  on  those  who  may  be  said  to  be  born 
to  friends  * ;  and  cannot  see,  without  wonder,  hov 
rarely  that  native  union  ia  afterwards  regarded.  It 
sometimes,  indeed,  happens,  that  some  supervenient 
cause  of  discord  may  overpower  this  original  aroity ; 
but  it  seems  to  me  more  frequently  thrown  away 
with  levity,  or  lost  by  negligence,  than  destroy L-d 
by  injury  or  violence.  We  tell  the  ladies  that  gciod 
wives  make  good  husbands  ;  I  believe  it  is  a  more 
certain  poaition  that  good  brothcra  make  guod 
sisters. 

■^  I  am  satisfied  with  your  stay  at  home,  as  Jurenal 
with  his  ftiend's  retirement  to  Cum* :  I  know  thst 
your  absence  is  best,  though  it  be  not  best  for  me. 

*  QuamTis  dlfp^etfu  veierit  confutut  amiri. 
Laodo  taroao  vacuis  quod  seden  fifrere  (^nnlt 
I>««tinet,  atqoe  uuum  clvcm  dooara  SibjrU*.'  * 

**  Langton  ia  a  good  Cum«,  but  who  must  be 
Sibylla  ?  Mrs.  Langton  is  as  wise  as  Sibyl,  and 
as  good ;  and  will  live,  if  my  wishes  can  pn>)<>^-r 
Ufe,  till  she  ahaU  in  time  be  as  old.    But  she  differs 


an  amiable  Infant.  The  rriatloa  of  a  brother  and  a  •>«t'r- 
particularly  If  they  do  not  marry,  appear •  to  me  t>4  i  »•*' 
ftinauiar  nature.  It  b  a  (ami liar  and  tender  friend*ri  p  «  '  < 
a  female  much  about  our  own  aire;  an  afleriton  |ir'hi{« 
loftened  by  the  secret  induence  uf  the  sex.  but  ptir^  fr-  m  a  * 
nil&ture  of  teniual  desire  —  the  solo  apecie*  of  l'UtiMi*i  •  •< 
that  can  be  Indulfed  with  truth,  and  without  danger."  .V  -« . 
p.  25.  .Caoaaa. 

*  ^  Grteved  tboush  t  am  to  lea  the  man  depart. 

Who  lonf  baa  thared.  and  atill  muat  *\Mrr  my  heart. 

Yet  ( when  I  call  my  better  JiMlamrnt  home) 

I  pralae  hta  purpnae  :  to  mire  rrnm  Home. 

And  five  on  Cumv'a  aiftitary  maat, 

Tha  ttitqrl— one  InhaMtanr  to  boaaC  I  **  ..Cirroaa. 
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in  this,  that  die  has  not  scattered  her  preeepts  in 
the  tried,  at  least  not  those  Trhich  she  bestowed 
upon  Tou. 

"  llie  two  Wartons  just  looked  into  the  town, 
ind  were  taken  to  see  Cleone*  where,  David 
[Garrick]  says,  they  were  starred  for  want  of  com- 
psay  to  keep  them  warm.  David  and  Doddy ' 
hare  had  a  new  quarrel,  and,  I  think,  cannot  con- 
reniently  quarrel  any  more«  'Cleone*  was  well 
acted  by  all  the  chnracters,  but  Bellamy  '  left  no- 
thing to  be  desired.  I  went  the  first  nlsht,  and 
supported  it  as  well  as  I  might ;  for  Doddy,  you 
know,  is  my  patron,  and  I  would  not  desert  him. 
The  play  was  very  well  received.  Doddy,  after  the 
danger  was  over,  went  every  night  to  the  stage- 
side,  and  eried  at  the  distress  of  poor  Cleone. 

"  I  have  left  off  housekeeping,  and  therefore 
made  presents  of  the  game  which  you  were  pleased 
to  send  me.  The  pheasant  I  gave  to  Mr.  Richard- 
son ',  the  bastard  to  Dr.  Lawrence,  and  the  pot  I 
plaeed  vrith  Bfiss  Williams,  to  be  eaten  by  myself. 
She  desirea  that  her  compliments  and  good  wishes 
may  be  aeeepted  by  the  fiunily  ;  and  I  make  the 
unM  reqtiest  for  myself. 

**  Mr.  Reynolds  has  within  these  few  days  raised 
his  price  to  twenty  guineas  a  head  \  and  Miss  *  is 
much  employed  in  miniatures.  ^  I  know  not  any 
body  [else]  whose  prosperity  has  increased  since 
you  left  them. 

*< Murphy  is  to  hftye  his  'Orphan  of  China' 
acted  next  m<mth;  and  is  tbereibre,  I  suppose, 
happy.  I  wish  I  eould  tell  you  of  any  great  good 
to  which  I  was  appraaehing,  but  at  present  my  pros- 
pects do  not  much  delight  me;  however,  I  am 
always  pleased  when  I  find  that  you,  dear  Sir,  re> 
member  jour  aftctlonate,  humble  servant, 

**Saii.  JoBirsoir.** 

In  1759,  in  the  month  of  Januarj,  his  mo- 
J  ther  died,  at  the  great  age  of  ninety,  an  event 
I  which  deeply  affected  him ;  not  that  "his  mind' 
I  had  acquired  no  firmness  by  the  contemplation 
'  of  mortality  ;  **  *  but  that  his  reverential  affec- 
i  tioo  /or  her  was  not  abated  hj  years,  as  indeed 
j  he  retained  all  his  tender  feelmgs  even  to  the 
latest  period  of  his  life.  I  have  been  told,  that 
he  regretted  much  his  not  having  gone  to  visit 


>  Mr.  DioiUley,  the  author  of  Cleone«  fhft  played  Snd  Dec., 
17^. —  BoswBU.. 

^  Tb«  well-knovn  Miu  George  Ann  Bellamy,  who  played 
the  brroine.  —  Cbokes. 

*  The  auotbor  of  Ctaritfa — Bosweix. 

«  Sir  Joahoa  afterward*  greatly  adranced  hta  pnee.  T  hartt 
^•"■t  informed  by  Sir  Tfaomaa  Lawrenee,  his  admirer  and 
nr^,  that  in  1797  his  prlcet  were  two  hundred  guineas  for  the 
i.-*oie  lemgtk,  one  hmiared  for  the  ha^-laufik,  serenty  for  the 
t..:~cat,  and  fif^  for  (what  it  called)  the  ikree-auarttn.  Bat 
Tti  «m  tbeM  pricei  Mxoe  tncreaie  must  hare  been  made,  as 
H'lrare  WaJpole  said,  **  Sir  Joshua,  in  his  old  age,  beucHnea 
::«aricuNis.  He  had  one  thousand  guineas  for  mj  picture  of 
The  three  UdSes  WaldegraTe."—  Waipoliama.  This  picture 
sv  kalf-lemglkt  of  the  three  ladies  on  one  canvas.  —  Cbokbs. 

^  Miss  Reynolds,  the  sister  of  Sir  Joshua.—  Caoaaa. 

<■  fUwlLins,  p.  »ft.  Mr.  Boswell  contradicts  Hawkins,  for 
t*>»  aaere  pleasure,  as  It  would  seem^  of  doing  so.  The  reader 
~  ut  obaerre  that  Mr.  Boswell's  work  Is  fiill  of  anecdotes  of 
J 'Oaaoa'a  want  of  firmness  In  contemplating  mortality: 
v>e  a  striking  Instance  sab  Oct.  26.  1769:)  and  though 
■^'-■hmoo  may  have  been  At  <A«oiy  an  aiTectionate  son,  there 

•  rt'^an  to  (ear  that  he  had  nerer  rislted  Lichfield,  and, 

•  ''iu*«^|aently,  not  seen  bis  mother,  since  1737.  Mr.  Bos- 
«  "I  allecef  aa  an  excose,  that  he  was  engaged  in  literary 
!  Mi*trs«  which  confined  htm  to  London.  Such  an  excuse  for 
- '  ^Vsence  of  ttemtm  gear*  is  idle ;  besides,  it  is  stated  that 
J  j^nvm.  risiied  Ashbourne  about  1740  {ante,  p.  80.)*  Tun- 


his  mother,  for  several  years  previous  to  her 
death.  But  he  was  constantly  engaged  in  lite- 
ranr  labours  which  confined  him  to  London ; 
and  though  he  had  not  the  comfort  of  seeing 
his  aged  parent,  he  contributed  liberally  to  her 
support. 

[JOHNSON  TO  MRa  JOHNSON, 
Jn  LiehJUkL' 

**  I3th  Jan.  I7S8.« 

"  HoNouRKD  Madam, —  The  account  which  Miss 
[Porter]  giyes  me  of  your  health  pierces  my  heart. 
God  comfort  iind  preserve  you  and  save  you,  for 
the  sake  of  Jesus  Christ 

^  "  I  would  have  Miss  resd  to  you  from  lime  to 
time  the  Passion  of  our  SaYiour,  and  sometimes 
the  sentences  in  the  Communion  Service,  beginning 
Oime  unto  me,  eJlye  that  travail  and  are  heavy  laden, 
and  I  will  give  you  rest. 

•«  I  have  just  now  read  a  physical  hook,  which 
inclines  roe  to  think  that  a  strong  infusion  of  the 
bark  would  do  you  good.  Do,  dear  mother, 
try  it. 

'*  Pray,  send  me  your  blessing,  and  forgive  all 
that  I  have  done  amiss  to  you.  And  whatever  you 
would  have  done,  and  what  debts  you  would  have 
paid  first,  or  any  thing  else  that  you  would  direct, 
let  Miss  [Porter]  put  it  down;  I  shall  endeavour 
to  obey  you. 

"  I  have  got  twelve  guineas'  to  send  you,  but 
unhappily  am  at  a  loss  how  to  send  it  to-night.  If 
I  cannot  send  it  Co-night,  it  will  come  by  the  next 
post 

"  Pray,  do  not  omit  any  thing  mentioned  in  this 
letter.  God  bless  you  for  ever  and  ever.  — I  am 
your  dutifiil  son,  Sam.  Johmsom.'* 

-~-MtUone. 

JOHNSON  TO  MISS  PORTER, 
At  Mrt,  Johnson's,  in  Lichfield. 

"  16th  Jan.  17». 
"  Mr  DSAR  Miss,  — I  think  myself  obliged  to  you 
beyond  all  expression  of  gratitude  for  your  care  of 
my  dear  mother.      God  grant  it  may  not  be  with- 
out success.     Tell  Kitty  '*  that  I  shall  never  forget 


bridge  Well*  in  1748  {miii,  p.  S8.),  Oxford  in  1754  ittnti,p.  88.). 
We  shall  lee  presently,  that  Johnson  felt  remorse  for  this 
neglect.  •—  Cbokbs. 

'  Since  the  publication  of  the  third  edition  of  this  work, 
the  following  letters  of  Dr.  Johnson,  occasioned  by  the  last 
Illness  of  his  mother,  were  obligingly  communicated  to  Mr. 
Malone,  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Vyse.  They  are  placed  here  agree- 
ably to  the  chronological  order  almost  uniformly  observed 
by  the  author ;  and  so  strongly  erince  Dr.  Johnson's  piety 
and  tenderness  of  heart,  that  every  reader  must  be  gratiBed 
by  their  inserUon.—  Malonb.    I  have  added  some  others.  -. 

>  Written  by  mistake  for  1759,  as  the  subsequent  letters 
show.  On  the  outside  of  the  letter  of  the  13th  was  written 
by  another  hand  —  **  Pray  acknowlodgfi  the  receipt  of  this 
by  return  of  post,  without  fail.**— Malonb. 

*  Six  of  these  twelre  guineas  Johnson  wpears  to  have 
borrowed  from  Mr.  Allen,  the  printer.  See  Hawkins*s  t(fe 
^JohtuoH,  p  366.  n. — BfALONB. 

10  Catherine  Chambers,  Mr*.  Johnson's  mald-serrant.  She 
died  in  October,  1767.  See  Dr.  Johnson's  Propers  and 
Meditations^  p.  71. :  "  Sunday,  Oct.  18. 17G7.  Yesterday,  Oct, 
17.,  I  took  my  leave  for  ever  of  ror  dear  old  friend.  Cdtherine 
Chambers,  who  came  to  live  with  my  mother  about  1 7*24, 
and  has  l)een  but  little  parted  from  us  since.  She  l)iiried  mv 
father,  my  brother,  and  my  mother.  She  is  now  litty .eight 
years  old."  —  Malonb. 
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htr  tiuadtnem  for  her  mistrcis.   WbateTer  you  can 
da,  eontiniM  to  do.     My  heart  U  "very  fiilL 

**  I  hope  you  reeeWed  tweWs  guineas  on  Mon- 
day. I  found  •  way  of  wnding  them  bv  means  of 
the  postmaster,  after  I  had  written  my  letter,  and 
hope  they  came  safe.  I  will  tend  you  more  in  a 
few  days.  God  bless  you  all.  I  am,  my  dear, 
your  most  obliged  and  most  humble  servant, 

**  Sax.  Jobwson. 

**  Over  the  leaf  is  a  letter  to  my  mother.** 

*•  16th  Jan.  1799. 

**  DsAB  HOKOoasD  MoTHsa,  —  Your  weakness 
afflicU  me  beyond  what  I  am  willing  to  oommu- 
nicate  to  you.  I  do  not  think  you  unfit  to  foce 
death,  but  I  know  not  how  to  bear  the  thought  of 
losing  you.  Endearour  to  do  all  you  [can]  for 
youraelC     Eat  as  much  as  you  can. 

**I  pmy  often  for  you ;  do  you  pray  for  me.     I 
have  nothing  to  add  to  my  last  letter.    I  am,  dear, 
dear  mother,  your  dutiftil  son, 
*^il#afciis.  "Sau.  JoBMiOK.** 

JOHNSON  TO  MR&  JOHNSON. 

•'  18th  JsB.  17S9. 

**  DsAa  HONOuaxn  Mothse,  —  I  foar  you  are  too 
in  for  long  letters ;  therefore  I  will  only  tell  you, 
you  have  from  me  all  the  regard  that  can  possibly 
subsist  in  the  heart  I  pray  God  to  blesa  you  for 
ercrmorc,  for  Jesus  Christ's  take.     Amen. 

■*  Let  BCisB  write  to  me  every  post,  howetcr 
abort. 

**  I  am,  dear  mother,  your  dutiftil  son, 
—  Malome,  *<SAif.  JoHVsov.*' 

JOHNSON  TO  MISS  PORTER. 

•^soihJMi.  1780. 
•*  Dbae  Miss,  —  I  will,  if  it  be  possible,  come 
down  to  you.  God  grant  I  may  yet  [find]  my 
dear  mother  breathing  and  sensible.  I>o  not  tell 
her  lest  I  disappoint  her.  If  I  miss  to  write  next 
post,  I  am  on  the  road.  I  am,  my  dearest  Miss, 
your  most  humble  •ervant,         Sam.  Johmsom.*' 

On  thM  9iAer  tidt, 

«*SOth  Jsa.  1789. 
**DsAE  aoMooasn  MomiaS  —  Neither  your 
condition  nor  your  character  make  it  fit  for  me  to 
say  much.  You  have  been  the  best  mother,  and  I 
believe  the  best  woman  in  the  world.  I  thank  you 
for  your  Indulgence  to  me,  and  beg  forgiveness  of 
all  that  I  have  done  ill,  and  all  that  I  have  omitted 
to  do  well.*  God  grant  you  his  Holy  Spirit,  and 
receive  you   to  everUsting   happiness,   for  Jesus 


I  Tills  ltlt«r  vst  «rtu«ii  oa  tb«  sM-ond  Itat  of  the  pr«- 
esdinf .  addmscd  to  MlM  Portn'.  —  M aumib. 

*  So.  Id  tho  mufcr  which  be  rompoMd  on  tbto  ocoulon : 
**  Almtfbty  Ood.nerciful  Father,  la  whote  handi  are  life  %nd 
dcMth,  tanctifjr  onto  me  the  sorrow  which  I  oow  f«^l.    For-  I 
gt9t  me  wkairwtr  I  kttwe  donf  mnkmdtm  to  mp  wiptker,  «a4  ' 
whatever  i  karr  omittr4  to  do  trndiff.   Make  me  to  remember  > 
ber  good  precrpta  and  sood  example,  and  to  reform  mjr  life 
accordiDf  to  thjr  holy  word/*  kc.  — >  Fro§*r§  mmd  Medtlatwrns, 

p.  31    -.|l4LiiMK. 

*  Mr«.  Johnton  probablr  dIM  on  the  ?Oth  or  9lil  January, 
sad  was  buried   on    the' day  thU    letter    wa«    written.— 

M4KHIB. 

*  Mr.  Mitrpbt  natee?  **With  thU  tttppif  Ohe  pHre  of  > 
||a**4<l«i)  JdhiUAn  »rt  (>ut  for  LnhHrld  ;  hut  did  n<>t  arrtvp  In  ; 
time   to   cl<»i<*   the   r)M   of  a  lutrrnt   tthmn    hf  ln»«|.     He 
atlcDded  the  funeral,  which,  a«  aipt-^rt  ajnoog  bit  rnvmo- 


Christ's  sake.  Amen.  Lord  Jcsui  rtcc&ve  jour 
spirit  Amen.'— I  am,  dear,  dear  mother,  ^our 
dutiful  son.  Sax.  JoBntov.'* 


JOHNSON  TO  MISS  PORT£R. 

■•ndJas.  1759.> 
"  You  will  conceive  my  sorrow  for  the  Iom  of  my 
mother,  of  the  best  mother.  If  she  were  to  live 
again,  surely  I  should  behave  better  to  her.  But 
she  is  happy,  and  what  ii  past  is  nothing  to  her ; 
and  for  me,  since  I  cannot  repair  my  fiiults  to  her, 
I  hope  repentance  will  efface  them.  I  return  you 
and  all  those  that  have  been  good  to  her  mj  sin- 
cerest  thanks,  and  pray  God  to  repey  you  all  with 
infinite  advantage.  Write  to  me,  and  comfort  me, 
dc«r  chUd.  I  shall  be  ghui  likewiie,  if  Kitty  wUl 
write  to  me.  I  shall  send  a  bill  of  twenty  pound* 
in  a  fow  days,  which  I  thought  to  have  brought  to 
my  mother ;  but  God  suffered  it  not.  I  have  not 
power  or  composure  to  say  much  more.  God  ble« 
you,  and  bless  us  all.  I  am,  dear  Miss,  your  affec- 
tionate himsble  servant,  Sam.  JoBWios.* 
—  MaUmt, 

[JOHNSON  TO  MISS  PORTER. 

•*  SMb  Jan.  1799. 
(  Tkt  btgifudiig  U  torn  and  lo$t.') 


I 


<*  You  will  forgive  me  if  I  am  not  yet  so  compoaeil 
as  to  give  anr  directions  about  any  thing.  But  you 
are  wiser  and  better  than  I,  and  I  shall  be  picsst'd 
with  all  that  you  shall  do.  It  is  not  of  any  uie  for 
me  now  to  come  down  * ;  nor  ceo  I  bear  the  pUce. 
If  you  want  any  directions,  Mr.  Howard  *  viil  ad- 
vite  ycra.  The  twenty  pounds  I  could  not  get  a 
bill  for  to*night,  but  will  send  it  on  Saturday.  1 
am,  my  dear,  your  afiectionate  servant, 

MSS.  -Sax.  Jobxios.*' 


JOHNSON  TO  MISS  PORTER. 

••  6th  Frt>.  17». 
*'  DsAa  Miss,  .—  I  have  no  reason  to  forbear 
writing,  bat  that  it  makes  my  heart  heavy,  and  I 
had  nothing  particular  to  say  which  might  not  be 
ddajed  to  the  next  post ;  bat  had  no  thoughts  of 
massing  to  correspond  with  my  dear  Lucy,  the  only 
person  now  left  in  the  world  with  whom  I  think 
myself  connected.  There  needed  not  my  desr 
mother*s  desire,  for  every  heart  must  lean  to  tomt- 
body,  and  I  have  nobody  but  you ;  in  whom  I  pot 
all  my  little  albiis  with  too  miieh  eonfidencs  te 
desire  you  to  keep  receipts,  as  you  prudently  pro* 
posed. 

randuias,  waa  oo  tbo  «d  of  Jaaoary.  I7fl9.**  Il  U  ele«r  'r  m 
all  tbeao  letter*,  that  bs  dM  not  peraoBally  attrtMl  <n\  '.n4l 
occatlon.aad  the  meatoranduM  wntiotied  onaM  ha«'  '* 
furred  to  the  date  or  expente*  of  the  ftoeral,  and  not  '.  '  jj 
own  pretenee.  Rataelai  w«  not  trrt'tfen^  noe  nf  V'T^.M 
majr  be  pretumed,  aoM,  till  two  montht  later. ..  CBt>&»  t 

>  Mr.  Howard  was  a  prortor  In  the  Kccle«iaaUc. a1  C  *^-H 
and  recided  In  tbe  CluM.^CaocsB. 

•  **  No.  41.  of  thp  Idler.**  taji  Hawkins,  •*  tlMwirb  U  r«M 
tW  character  of  a  letter  to  the  auth<tr.  wna  wnttm  t «  '  '4 
•on  himtelf  on  hla  niiHhrr't  Uraih.  aod  nmj  br  tui  «•>«•  S 
dracrlbe  a*  trtiljr  a«  paitiHicallr  his  aenctmenta  on  th-  i  M 
ratinn  of  frirnds  and  reiatlont.  But  tt  Is  oti*eT«at  !«•  t***'  Ml 
idlrrt.  whU-h  now  br«r  tht*  dales  of  the  I3ih  and  .^^tH  ^^"^ 
ar> ,  arr  on  trtvial  suhiects,  and  are  or  en  wrttten  tn  a  wwmi 
plcitoantry. — Caos&a.  | 
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I  '^  If  ;foa  and  Kitty  will  keep  the  bouse,  I  think 
I  ifaali  like  it  best.  Kitty  may  carry  on  the  trade 
fiir  hciael^  keeping  her  own  stock  apart,  and  laying 
■side  any  money  that  she  receives  for  any  of  the 
goods  which  her  good  mistress  has  left  behind  her. 
I  do  not  see^  if  this  scheme  be  followed,  any  need 
of  appraising  the  books.  My  mother's  debts,  dear 
nether.  I  suppose  I  may  pay  with  little  difficulty; 
sod  the  little  trade  may  go  silently  forward.  I 
Aney  Kitty  can  do  nothing  better ;  and  I  shall  not 
want  to  put  her  out  of  a  house,  where  she  has  Vived 
so  kmg»and  with  so  much  virtue.  I  am  very  sorry 
that  she  is  ill,  and  earnestly  hope  that  she  will  soon 
recover;  let  her  know  that  I  have  the  highest  value 
br  her,  and  would  do  any  thing  for  her  advantage. 
Let  her  think  of  this  proposal.  I  do  not  see  any 
likelier  method  by  which  she  may  pass  the  remain- 
ing part  of  her  life  in  quietness  and  competence. 

**  You  must  have  what  part  of  the  house  you 
plea  Be,  whUe  you  are  inclined  to  stay  in  it ;  but  I 
latter  niysdf  with  the  hope  that  you  and  I  shall 
■amc  time  pass  our  days  together.  I  am  very 
I  solitary  and  eomfiartlce^  but  will  not  invite  you  to 
j  come  hither  till  I  can  have  hope  of  iwking  you 
i  live  here  ao  as  not  to  dislike  your  situation.  Pray, 
my  dearest,  write  to  me  as  often  aa  yon  can.  I 
dear  Madam,  your  affectionate  humble  servant, 
MSS.  ''Sax.  Johksox.** 


I 


JOHNSON  TO  MISS  PORTER. 

«•  111  Msfch,  1768(9}. 

^Daam  MAnAX, —  I  thought  your  last  letter 
long  in  coming ;  and  ^d  not  require  or  expect  such 
as  inventory  of  tittle  things  as  you  have  sent  nw. 
I  eoold  have  taken  your  word  for  a  matter  of  much 
greater  value.  I  am  glad  that  Kitty  is  better; 
let  her  be  paid  first,  as  my  dear,  dear  mother 
ordcfcd,  and  then  let  me  know  at  once  the  sum 
neeesMTj  to  diKhaige  her  other  debts,  and  I  will 
BBo  it  yoo  very  soon* 

*■  I  beg,  my  dear,  that  you  would  act  ibr  me 
without  the  least  scruple,  tat  I  can  repose  myself 
very  eoofidently  upon  your  prudence,  and  hope  we 
shall  never  have  reason  to  love  each  other  less.  I 
shall  take  it  very  kindly  if  you  make  it  a  rule  to 
write  to  me  once  at  least  eveiy  week,  for  I  am  now 
very  deaoisre,  and  am  loth  to  be  universally  for- 
gotten.     I  am,  dear  sweet,  your  affectionate  ser- 

Sax.  Johmsom.**] 
MSS. 


Sooa  after  his  mother*9  death,  lie  wrote  his 

H^mi^mrAm^    FbIHCB    OF   AsTSSIlflA : 


♦»♦ 


con- 


cerning the  publication  of  which  Sir  John 
Hawkins  enesaes  ▼agnely  and  idly%  instead  of 
having  tuen  the  trouble  to  inform  himself 
with  anthentic  predsion.  Kot  to  trouble  my 
readers  with  a  repetition  of  the  kni|^t*8  rere- 
riesy  I  have  to  mention,  that  the  late  Mr.  Stra- 
ban  Ae  printer  told  me,  that  Johnson  wrote 


*s  aocoaat  fa  ■nbrtsnf Wly  th«  ssbm  as  Mr.  Bos- 


t 
la 


he 
cakctbe 


w  paMithsd  in  Mardi  orApril.  1789.->Boiwsu.. 

M.  Jctamm,  in  the  dMraetar  of  ImUc,  patheii> 

bis  own  tflinsB :  **  I  have  aeiUier  mother  to 

with  tho  rmuCatloD  of  her  son,  nor  wif«  to  psr- 

of  her  niithanii. —  Halonb. 

ondor  Jons  1 1781.    Finding  It  then  Acddentsllj  In 


it,  that  with  the  profits  he  might  defray  the 
expense  of  his  mother's  funeral,  and  pay  some 
little  debts  which  she  had  left.  He  told  Sir 
Joshua  Reynolds,  that  he  composed  it  in  the 
evenings  of  one  week*,  sent  it  to  the  press  in 
portions  as  it  was  written,  and  had  nerer  since 
read  it  over.'  Mr.  Strahan,  Mr.  Johnston,  and 
Mr.  Dodsley  purchased  it  for  a  hundred 
pounds,  but  afterwards  paid  him  twenty-fiTe 
pounds  more,  when  it  came  to  a  second  edition. 
Considering  the  large  sums  which  have  been 
received  for  compilations,  and  works  requiring 
not  much  more  genius  than  compilations,  we 
cannot  but  wonder  at  the  very  low  price  which 
he  was  content  to  receive  for  this  admirable 
performance;  which,  though  he  had  written 
nothing  else,  would  have  rendered  his  name 
immoi^  in  the  world  of  literature.  None  of 
his  writings  has  been  so  extensively  diffused 
over  Europe ;  for  it  has  been  translated  into 
most,  if  not  all,  of  the  modem  languages.  This 
tale,  with  all  the  charms  of  oriental  imagery, 
and  all  the  force  and  beauty  of  whidi  the  En- 
glish language  is  capable,  leads  us  through  the 
most  important  scenes  of  hunuin  life,  and  shows 
us  that  this  stage  of  our  being  is  full  of  ^  va- 
nity and  vexation  of  spirit.**  To  those  who  look 
no  further  than  the  present  life,  or  who  main^ 
tain  that  human  nature  has  not  fallen  from  the 
state  in  which  it  waa  created,  the  instruction 
of  this  sublime  story  will  be  of  no  avail.  But 
they  who  think  justly,  and  feel  with  strong 
sensibility,  will  listen  with  eagerness  and  ad- 
miration to  its  truth  and  wisaom.  Voltaire's 
CAMBms,  written  to  refute  the  system  of  Op- 
timism, which  it  has  accomplishea  with  brilliant 
success,  is  wonderfully  similar  in  its  plan  and 
conduct  to  Johnsons  Rassbkah ;  insomuch, 
that  I  hare  heard  Johnson  say,  that  if  they  had 
not  been  published  so  closely  one  after  the 
other  that  there  was  not  time  for  imitation^,  it 
would  have  been  in  vain  to  deny  that  the 
scheme  of  that  which  came  latest  was  taken 
from  the  other.  Though  the  proposition  illus- 
trated by  both  these  works  was  the  same, 
namely,  that  in  our  present  state  there  is  more 
evil  than  good,  the  intention  of  the  writers  was 
very  different.  Voltaire,  I  am  afraid,  meant 
only  by  wanton  profaneneas  to  obtain  a  sport- 
ive victory  over  religion,  and  to  discredit  the 
belief  of  a  superintending  Providence:  John- 
son meanti  by  showing  the  unsatisfactory  na- 
ture of  things  temporal,  to  direct  the  hopes  of 
man  to  things  etemaL  Rasselas,  as  was  ob- 
served to  me  by  a  very  accomplished  lady,  maj 
be  considered  aa  a  more  enlarged  and  more 
deeply  philosophical  discourse  in  prose,  upon 
the  mteresting  truth,  which  in  his  ^Vanity  of 


Tblswu 
raa  Reynold! . 


A  chaiae  with  Mr.  Botwell,  ha  read  It  eacerlr. 
doubtlcM  long  after  hli  declaration  to  Sir  Josnu 
^Malomb. 

*  Thills  not  quite  exact.  The  appearance  of  the  two  works 
wit  yery  near,  but  it  seems  that  Johnson  pujtkt  hare  seen 
Caiidtde,  which  was  published  at  latest  in  February  17!i9, 
(Grimm,  li.  388.)  and  Rassellas  was  written.  It  appears,  to- 
wards the  middle  of  March.  —  CaoKsa. 
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more  room,  better  food,  and  commonlj  better 
comtftDT.**  [September  23.  1773.]  The  letter 
was  us  follows : 

*•  Chebcm.  I6th  Uarch.  1799. 
*'Dbaa  Sia,^I  am  agaio  your  pctttioncr,  in 
behalf  of  that  great  Cham  *  of  literature,  Samuel 
JobMon.  H  is  black  senrant,  whoae  name  is  Francis 
Barber,  has  been  pressed  on  board  the  Stag  frigate. 
Captain  Angel,  and  our  leiicographer  is  in  great 
distress.  He  says  the  boy  is  a  sickly  lad,  of  a  dell- 
eate  frame,  and  particularly  subject  to  a  malady  in 
his  throat,  which  renders  him  very  unfit  for  his 
Majesty's  service.  You  know  what  matter  of  ani- 
mosity the  said  Johnnon  has  against  you :  and  I 
dare  ssy  you  desire  no  other  opportunity  of  resent- 
ing it,  than  that  of  la}  ing  him  under  an  obligation. 
He  was  humble  enough  to  desire  my  assistance  on 
this  occasion,  though  he  and  I  were  never  cater- 
eousina ;  and  1  gave  him  to  understand  that  I 
wonid  make  application  to  my  friend  Mr.  Wilkes, 
who,  perhaps,  by  hb  interest  with  Dr.  Hay  and 
Mr.  £lliot,  might  be  able  to  procure  the  discharge 
of  his  lacquey.  It  would  be  superfluous  to  say 
more  on  this  subject,  which  I  leave  to  your  own 
consideration  ;  but  I  cannot  let  slip  thb  opportu- 
nity of  declaring  that  I  am,  with  the  most  inviolable 
esteem  and  attachment,  dear  Sir,  your  afiectionate, 
obliged,  humble  servant,  T.  Smollett.** 

Mr.  Wilkes,  who  upon  all  occasioiu  has 
acted,  as  a  private  gentleman,  with  most  polite 
liberality,  applied  to  his  friend  Sir  George 
Hay,  then  one  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of 
the  Admiralty;  and  Francis  Barber  was  dis- 
charged, as  he  has  told  me,  without  any  wish 
of  his  own.*  Ue  found  his  old  master  in  Cham- 
bers in  the  Inner  Temple,  and  returned  to  his 
service.' 

What  particular  new  scheme  of  life  Johnson 
had  in  view  this  year,  I  have  not  discovered ; 
but  that  he  meditated  one  of  some  sort,  is  clear 
from  his  private  devotions,  in  which  we  find 
[24th  March]  ^  the  change  of  outward  things 
which  I  am  now  to  make ;  **  and,  ^  Grant  me 
the  grace  of  thy  Holy  Spirit,  that  the  course 
which  I  am  now  beginning  may  proceed  ac- 
cording to  thy  laws,  and  end  in  the  enjoyment 
of  thy  favour.  *  But  he  did  not,  in  fact,  make 
any  external  or  visible  change.^ 


1  In  my  ffrat  otiition  tliU  word  wm  printwl  Ckum,  m  it  af>- 
p«*rt  in  onr  ul  Mr.  Wilkr«'t  MUci-fliiniei,  aiul  I  antmaii- 
vertMl  on  Dr.  SmolleU't  iKnoranre ;  for  which  let  xnv 
propltlAtr  ttir  nuinrt  of  ihat  Inirmloiu  and  bct)rvul«>nt 
gentleman.  Chum  was  certainly  a  mittakco  rea<ltng  for 
(ham.  the  titti<of  the  Sovereign  of  Tartary.  which  ii  well 
applied  to  Jnlin»on.  the  Monarch  of  Literature ;  and  wa«  an 
epithet  familtar  to  .Smollrtt.  iiee  "  Rodericli  Random."  chap. 
1? i.  For  thi*  correction  1  am  indtrbted  to  Lord  Falroer»tnn. 
whose  talent*  and  llt/>rarT  aoqiiiremenu  accord  well  with  liii 
rvapectable  ptdigree  of  Temple BoawiLL. 

Alirr  the  pttblicatinn  of  th«  lecond  edition  of  thli  work, 
the  author  waa  furnlthed  be  Mr.  Abercronbie.  of  Phllailel. 
phia.  with  the  oipy  of  m  iKter  written  bjr  Dr.  John  Arm- 
•trtrtir.  the  ptwi.  to  Dr.  SmvllMt,  at  [..egliom,  cootaining  the 
follow  tnj(  paragrafih :  — 

"At  Vi  the  King'a  Bench  patriot  [Wilket],  it  la  hard  to 
•ajr  from  what  motive  he  pubiuhed  a  letter  of  youri  atkliig 
•omc  trifling  favour  of  him  lit  U^lialf  of  looictKNiy  for  whoiu 
the  great  Cn4m  of  litvratore.  Mr.  JohoMm.  haa  Inlcrcatod 
himielf."~  UAVonm. 

*  lie  waa  not  diirharted  till  Jane  1780. 

*  Dr.  John«on'tac<4UAiiiunte  with  Mrs.  Montagu  pmhablj 
began  about  Ihu  period.    We  lind,  in  thit  jrar,  the  firtt  of 


[JOHNSON  TO  MISS  PORTER. 

**  March  a.  I7S9. 
**  Daaa  Madam,  —  I  beg  your  pardon  forbaTinj; 
lo  long  omitted  to  write.  One  thing  or  oilier 
has  put  me  oiH  I  have  this  day  moved  my  thin^ 
and  you  are  now  to  direct  to  ma  at  Suplc  Inn, 
London.  I  hope,  my  dear,  you  are  well,  and 
Kitty  mends.  I  wish  her  success  in  her  trade.  I 
am  going  to  publish  a  little  f>tory  book  [Ra&selas], 
which  I  will  send  you  when  it  is  out.  Write  to 
me,  my  dearest  girl,  for  I  am  always  glad  to  bear 
from  yoiL     I  am,  my  dear,  your  humble  serTant, 

—  Pearson  MSS,  •*  Sam.  JoiiMsoy." 

JOHNSON  TO  MISS  PORTER. 

•*MaylO.  17S9. 

"  Dear  Madam,  —  I  am  almost  ashamed  to  tell 
you  that  all  your  letters  came  safc^  and  that  I  hsTe 
been  always  very  well,  but  hindered,  I  hardlj 
know  how,  from  writing.  I  sent,  last  week,  some 
of  my  works,  one  for  you,  one  for  your  sunt 
Hunter,  who  was  with  my  poor  dear  mother  wbvn 
she  died,  one  for  Mr.  Howwd,  and  one  for  Kitty- 

*'  I  beg  you,  my  dear,  to  write  often  to  me,  snd 
tell  me  how  you  like  my  little  book.  I  aoi,  diar 
lore,  your  affectionate  humble  tenrant, 

—  Peartan  MSS,  ^  Sam.  Johhsok.* 


TO  MR&  MONTAGU. 

•  Gray's  lno,De<.17.l7» 
*<  Madam,—  Goodness  so  conspicuous  as  your^ 
will  be  often  solicited,  and  perhaps  ioinetiiM^ 
solicited  by  those  who  have  little  pretension  to 
your  fiivour.  It  is  now  my  turn  to  introduce  a 
petitioner,  but  such  as  I  hare  reason  to  bclicreyoQ 
will  think  worthy  of  your  notice.  Mrs.  Ogle,  vh^ 
kept  the  music-room  in  Soho  Square,  a  woman  whif 
struggles  with  great  industry  for  the  support  uf 
eight  children,  hopes  by  a  benefit  concert  to  «^ 
herself  free  from  a  few  debts,  which  she  cannot 
otherwise  discharge.  She  has,  I  know  not«h\.  «> 
high  an  opinion  of  me  as  to  believe  that  yon  «>■! 
pay  less  regard  to  her  application  than  to  mtnr. 
You  know.  Madam,  I  am  sure  you  know,  how  hard 
it  u  to  deny,  and  therefore  would  not  wonder  at  mf 
compliance,  though  I  were  to  suppress  a  moutt 
which  you  know  not,  the  vanity  of  being  supp^v'd 
to  be  of  any  importance  to  Mrs.  Montagu.     Bia 


the  manjr  applirationt  which  he  mmt»  to  the  «ten*ire  »a* 
unwearied  charity  of  that  excellent 


Jokm$om  to  Mn.  Mcmimg; 


*•  Madam.  ~  I  aa  desirMi  by  Mrs.  WUIIan 
with  her  name  for  the  tub«cribera  which 
pleA«ed  to  procure,  and  to  return  her  b 


.I7» 
Id  tign  Ttcr^^ 

jtm  >»»»e  *"• 
Ne  tbanki  for  I -rf 

favour,  whicli  waa  conferred  with  all  the  grace  that  'l^ir-  «• 
cnn  add  to  beneflceoce.  I  aa,  Madaa,  your  meet  o^-ca.** 
and  moat  bumble  lerrant,  SaH.  Jo«««c« 

Tliif  and  tereral  other  letters,  which  will  ha  ieuwd  ta  t^«jr 

8 roper  placet.  I  owe  to  the  liberality  «f  [tkt  serood)  *j** 
[okeby.  the  nephew  and  hdr  of  Mrs.  lloaiMn. 
It  it  nececaary  to  request  the  attcnUoa  of  the  raadar  to  »• 
warm  terms  to  which  Johntoa  to  fttqusally  espre«M«  MS 
admirattoo  and  etteem  for  Mn.  MeaUgu.  as  we  thAll  teetfttf 
be  afterwards  look,  another  loae.  —  CaociB. 

4  ThIt  change  of  life  waa  no  dovht  the  bf eights  «r  >"*  '^ 
tabluhment  In  Gough  Square,  where  he  had  mMed  .  "'** 
«eart.  and  retiring  to  chambcn  ia  Supla  taMl  «bUe  MA 
wilUama  went  Into  Mgiat>*  —  C' 


r 
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he  was  also  proceeding,  though  slowlj,  in  his 
edition  of  Snakspeare.  He,  however,  from 
that  libemlity  which  never  failed,  when  called 
upon  to  assist  other  labourers  in  literature, 
fonnd  time  to  translate,  for  Mrs.  Lenoxes  En- 
glish version  of  Bnimoy,  '*  A  Dissertation  on 
the  GredL  Comedy,**t  &&<!  *'  The  General  Con- 
cIiisionoftheBo6k.'*t> 

An  inquiry  into  the  state  of  foreign  coun- 
tries was  an  object  that  seems  at  all  times  to 
have  interested  Johnson.  Hence  Mr.  New- 
bery  found  no  great  difficulty  in  persuading 
him  to  write  the  Introduction*  to  a  collection 
of  voyages  and  travels  published  by  him  under 
the  Ude  of  ♦*  The  World  Displayed : "  the  first 
volume  of  which  appeared  this  year,  and  the 
rptnftininer  Tolumes  lu  subscqueut  y ears. 

I  would  ascribe  to  this  year  the  following 
letter  to  a  son  of  one  of  hla  early  friends  at 
Lichfield,  Mr.  Joseph  Simpson,  barrister,  and 
author  of  a  tract  entitled  ^^Keflections  on  the 
Study  of  the  Law.*' 

JOHNSON  TO  SIMPSON. 

**  Dkak  Sim,  —  Tour  father*!  inexorability  not 
oqIj  grieves  but  amaies  me :  he  is  your  father ;  he 
vas  fljways  aecounted  a  wise  man ;  nor  do  I  re- 
member any  thing  to  the  disadvantage  of  his  good 
nature;  but  in  his  refusal  to  assist  you  there  is 
Detther  good  nature,  fatherhood,  nor  wisdom.  It 
is  the  praetice  of  good  nature  to  overlook  faults 
which  have  already,  by  the  consequences,  punished 
the  delioqaeot.  It  is  natural  for  a  father  to  think 
more  fiiTourably  than  others  of  his  children ;  and  it 
is  always  wise  to  give  assistance,  while  a  little  help 
vill  prevent  the  necessity  of  greater. 

**  If  you  married  imprudently,  you  miscarried  at 
your  own  haiard,  at  an  age  when  you  had  a  right 
of  choice,  it  would  be  hard  if  the  man  might  not 
choose  his  own  wife,  who  has  a  right  to  plead  before 
tbe  jadgea  of  this  country. 

''If  your  imprudence  has  ended  in  difficulties 
sad  inconveniences,  you  are  yourself  to  support 
them ;  and,  witb  tbe  help  of  a  little  better  health, 
you  would  support  them  and  conquer  them. 
Surdy,  that  want  which  accident  and  sickness  pro- 
<iucc  is  to  be  supported  in  every  region  of  human- 
ity, though  there  were  neither  friends  nor  fathers 
in  the  world.  You  have  certainly  from  your  father 
the  highest  claim  of  charity,  though  none  of  right : 
nd  therefore   I  would  counsel  you  to  omit  no 


«  a  banble  price ;  yet  noC  with  a  view  of  growing  rich  by 
wpfccatkma.  lor  we  think  not  much  better  of  money  got  by 
jMBiahflMnt  than  hr  crime*.  We  ihall  therefore,  when  our 
"■«  are  refieid,  give  what  profit  shall  remain  to  the  May* 
^*lf»» ;  for  we  know  not  who  can  lie  more  properly  taxed 
^  the  iopport  of  penitent  proatitutet,  than  proatitutca  in 
vfama  there  yet  appears  neither  penitence  nor  shame.*' ^ 

SMWtU. 

'  It  la  itated  in  Kippis's  Bing.  Brit.  il.  525.,  and  repeated 
a  Park's  editloo  of  the  NoNe  Amthon  (vol.  It.  p.  259.), 
tiitt  Mr*.  Lenox's  Translation  of  Brumoy's  Greek  Theatre 
^  a  **  Frtf(aee,**  written  by  Lord  Orreqr ;  who  also  trans- 
°<^  **  VUf  Ditamne  mpcm  the  Theatre  qf  ike  Qreekt,  Uu 
Ongfmdiqf  Tragedm^  and  tke  ParaUel  qf  tMe  Tkeatre$.**  — 
vaoKBi. 

*  She  rttided  in  the  hoaie  which,  by  his  mother's  death, 
vai  aow  beeome  the  property  of  Johnaon.  —  Caocaa. 

'Lord  Stowell  informa  me  that  he  prided  himself  In  being, 
wiD(  bb  Tlalts  to  Oxford,  accurately  academic  in  all  pointa ; 
<ad  he  vote  hia  gown  almost  ottmt^knu^,—  Caoaaa. 


decent  nor  manly  degree  of  importunity.  Your 
debts  in  the  whole  are  not  large,  and  of  the  whole 
but  a  small  part  is  troublesome.  Small  debts  toe 
like  small  shot ;  they  are  rattling  on  every  side,  and 
can  scarcely  be  escaped  without  a  wound:  great 
debts  are  like  cannon;  of  loud  noise,  but  little 
danger.  You  must,  therefore,  be  enabled  to  dis- 
charge petty  debts,  that  you  may  have  leisure,  with 
security,  to  struggle  with  the  rest.  Neither  the 
great  nor  little  debts  disgrace  you.  I  am  sure  you 
have  my  esteem  for  the  courage  with  which  you 
contracted  them,  and  the  spirit  with  which  you 
endure  them,  I  wish  my  esteem  could  be  of  more 
use.  I  have  been  invited,  or  have  invited  myself, 
to  several  parts  of  the  kingdom ;  and  will  not  in- 
commode my  dear  Lucy  by  coming  to  Lichfield, 
while  her  present  lodging  is  of  any  use  to  her.  '  I 
hope,  in  a  few  days,  to  be  at  leisure,  and  to  make 
visits.  Whither  I  shall  fly  is  matter  of  no  import- 
ance. A  man  unconnected  is  at  home  every 
where ;  imless  he  may  be  said  to  be  at  home  no 
where.  I  am  sorry,  dear  Sir,  that  where  you  have 
parents,  a  man  of  your  merits  should  not  have  a 
home.  I  wish  I  cotild  give  it  you.  I  am,  my  dear 
Sir,  affectionately  yours,  Sam,  Jobvson.*' 

He  now  refreshed  himself  by  an  excursion 
to  Oxford,  of  which  the  following  short  cha- 
racteristical  notice,  in  his  own  words,  is  pre- 
served: 


M 


— — ^ is  now  making  tea  forme.  I  have 
been  in  my  gown  ever  since  I  came  here.'  It  was, 
at  my  first  coming,  quite  new  and  handsome.  I 
have  swum  thrice,  which  I  had  disused  for  many 
years.  I  have  proposed  to  Vansittart^  climbing 
over  the  wall,  but  he  has  refused  me.  And  I  have 
clapped  my  hands  till  they  are  aore^  at  Dr.  King's 
speech."  * 

His  negro  servant,  Francis  Barber,  having 
lefl  him,  and  been  some  time  at  sea,  not 
pressed  as  has  been  supposed,  but  with  his  own 
consent,  it  appears  from  a  letter  to  John 
Wilkes,  Esq.,  from  Dr.  Smollett,  that  his  master 
kindly  interested  himself  in  procuring  his 
release  from  a  state  of  life  of  which  Johnson 
always  expressed  the  utmost  abhorrence.  He 
once  said,  ^  No  man  will  be  a  sailor  who  has 
contrivance  enough  to  get  himself  into  a  jail ; 
for  being  in  a  ship  is  being  in  a  jail,  with  the 
chance  of  being  downed.**  lAtigugt  31.  1773.] 
And  at  another  time,  **  A  man  in  a  jail  has 


*  Dr.  Robert  Vansittart,  of  the  ancient  and  respectable 
fiamily  of  that  name  in  Berkshire.  He  was  eminent  for 
learning  and  worth,  and  much  esteemed  by  Dr.  Johnson.  — 
BoswKLL.  Dr.  Robert  Vansittart,  LL.D.,  professor  of 
civil  law  at  Oxford,  and  recorder  of  "Windsor.  He  was  a 
aenior  fellow  of  All  Soula,  where,  after  he  had  given  up  the 

{irofession  in  London,  he  cbieflv  resided  in  a  set  of  rooms, 
ormerly  the  old  library,  which  ne  had  fitted  up  in  the  Gothic 
style,  and  where  he  died  about  1794.  He  was  remarkable  for 
his  good  humour  and  inoffensive  wit,  and  a  great  favourite 
on  the  Oxford  circuit.  He  was  tall  and  very  thin  ;  and  the 
bar  gave  tbe  name  of  Counsellor  Van  to  a  aharp-pointed  rock 
on  the  Wye.  which  attll  retaina  the  name.  He  was  the  elder 
brother  of  Mr.  Henrv  Vansittart,  governor  of  Bengal,  father 
of  the  present  Lord  ^xlcy,  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  the 
above  particulars  reUtive  to  his  uucle.— CaoKia. 

*  At  the  installation  of  the  Karl  of  Westmoreland  as  chan- 
cellor  of  the  university,  Juljr  7.  1759.  This  extract  was 
therefore  misplaced  by  Mr.  Boawell.— Caoaaa. 
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ami  to  exult  and  roaf^ify  the  rcign  of  Elisabeth. 
The  Stuarts  have  fuuml  few  apologists  for  the 
dead  cannot  pay  far  praise ;  and  who  will,  without 
reward,  oppose  the  tide  of  popularity  ?  Yet  there 
remains  still  among  us,  not  wholly  extinguished,  a 
teal  for  truth,  a  desire  of  establishing  right  in  oppo- 
sition  to  fashion.*' 

Tn  this  ycAT  I  have  not  discovered  a  sinn^Ie 
private  letter  written  by  him  to  any  of  his 
friends.  It  should  seem,  however,  that  he  had 
at  this  period  a  floating  intention  of  writing  a 
history  of  the  recent  and  wonderful  successes 
of  the  British  arms  in  all  quarters  of  the  globe ; 
for  among  his  resolutions  or  memorandums, 
September  18.,  there  is,  "  Send  for  books  for 
Hist,  of  War."  *  How  much  is  it  to  be  re- 
gretted that  this  intention  was  not  fulfilled ! 
His  majestic  expression  would  have  carried 
down  to  the  latest  posterity  the  glorious  achieve- 
ments of  his  country,  with  the  same  fervent 
glow  which  they  produced  on  the  mind  at  the 
time.  He  would  have  been  under  no  temp- 
tation to  deviate  in  any  degree  from  truth, 
which  he  held  very  sacred,  or  to  take  a  licence, 
which  a  learned  divine  told  me  he  once  seemed, 
in  a  conversation,  jocularly  to  allow  to  his- 
torians. "There  are  (said  he)  inexcusable  lies, 
and  consecrated  lies.  For  instance,  we  are 
told  that  on  the  arrival  of  the  news  of  the  un- 
fortunate battle  of  Fontenoy,  every  heart  beat 
and  every  eye  was  in  tears.  Now  we  know 
that  no  man  ate  his  dinner  the  worse,  but  there 
should  have  been  all  this  concern;  and  to  say 
there  iiyzji  (smiling),  may  be  reckoned  a  conse- 
crated lie." 

This  vear  Mr.  Murphrt  having  thought 
himself  ill-treated  by  the  liev.  Dr.  Francklin, 
who  was  one  of  the  writers  of  "The  Critical 
Review,*'  published  an  indignant  vindication  in 
**  A  Poetioal  Epistle  to  Samuel  Johnson,  A.  AI." 
in  which  he  compliments  Johnson  in  a  just  and 
elegant  manner :  — 

**  Transcendent  Genius  !  whose  prolifie  vein 
Ne'er  knew  the  frigid  poet's  toil  and  pain ; 


*  Tli«  following  memorandum,  mndc  on  hit  birthdajr  In 
thit  frar,  inaj  b«  qiiotM  a»  an  PVMmplr  of  tbf>  rul<<a  and  rf«o- 
lutions  whirh  he  was  in  the  huhtc  of  making,  for  the  guidance 
Ot  hi«  moral  canduct  and  literary  ftudiet : 

•'  Sept.  18.  Retolired,  D  (fo)  J  (mmantf). 

To  combat  notiont  of  obligaliun : 

To  applf  to  study  : 

To  reclaim  Iroaginationi : 

To  con«ult  the  retoUet  on  Trtty*s  coffin  : 

To  ri*e  earlv : 

To  »(iidy  religion: 

Ti»  ((«» to  churrh  : 

To  dritik  ksi  ilrong  liquors : 

To  ke<*p  a  journal : 

To  o|i|M>tr  l42tnott,  by  doin(  what  It  to  be  done  to  morrovi 

Itite  a«  rAr\j  as  I  can  : 

H<-im1  for  B<H.k«  for  Hist,  of  ^V«r : 

I'lit  b<M>kt  III  ■•rdfr  : 

Schemu  of  life."  /*r.  fff»f  Af<if.  — CtOKca. 

l*he  fourth  Item  refers  prntul)l,r  to  some  re<ioliitions  he 
hvl  roniniitrinl  to  wrttin;:  dflrr  rontrniplAtiiiL'  lit*  will's 
coffin,  and  which.  perhAp*.  h<>  tmd  not  lately  looki'tl  .tl.  Tin* 
it  f  <Miflnn««tl  bi  one  of  liU  |ir.i\f>r«  on  her  ileRth,  «*i.'itli  A|>rll 
\7''I  I  **  riiaMf  ror  to  i»T»r»«r«-  in  (!•<•  |>*ir|Mi*«^  wh.ch  I 
ri^-ordrd  In  thy  ti^ht,  •hen  the  lay  dr«4  before  roe."  — 
MiaatAvin,  l**i\ 

*  It  soeina  MTiinge  and  verj  uncandid  that  Mr.  Murphy  dSd 


To  whom  AroLLo  opens  all  bit  store. 
And  every  Muse  presents  her  sacred  lore ; 
Say,  powerful    Joum&ok,   whence  thy  verse  U 

fraught 
With  ao  much  grace,  such  energy  of  thought ; 
Whether  thy  Juvknal  instructs  the  age 
In  chaster  numl>crs,  and  new-points  his  rage ; 
Or  fair  lasN  a  sees,  alas  I  too  late. 
Her  innocence  exchanged  for  guilty  state ; 
Whate'er  you  write,  in  every  golden  line 
Sublimity  and  elq^ance  combine; 
Thy  nervous  phrase  impresses  every  eoul, 
While  harmony  gives  rapture  to  the  whole.** 

Again,  towards  the  conclusion :  — 

••  Thou  then,  my  friend,  who  see'st  the  dang'rous 
strife 
In  which  some  demon  bids  me  plunge  tny  life, 
To  the  Aonian  fount  direct  my  foot. 
Say,  where  the  Nine  thy  lonely  muMngs  moot ; 
Where  warhlet  to  thy  ear  the  snored  throng. 
Thy  moral  sense,  thy  dignity  of  song  ; 
Tell,  for  you  can,  by  what  unerring  art 
Vou  wake  to  finer  feelings  every  heart : 
In  each  bright  page  some  truth  important  pi^N 
And  bid  to  future  times  thy  UAMBLza  live."  • 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  relate  the  mrunn  r 
in  which  an  acHiuaintance  first  commcnocKl  t<«^« 
twcen  Dr.  Johnson  and  Mr.  Murphy.  Durii'i: 
the  publication  of  **The  Gray's  Inn  Journal," 
a  ])criodical  paper  which  was  succe^jitully  rar- 
ricd  on  by  Mr.  Murphy  alone,  when  a  vt'iy 
young  man,  he  happened  to  be  in  the  rtnnitn* 
with  Mr.  Footc ;  and  having  mcntinnni  th.f 
he  was  oblifred  to  go  to  London  in  orik-r  t<>  ;:• ' 
ready  fur  the  press  one  of  the  numWrs  jifi.i* 
journal,  Foote  said  to  him,  **  You  ncctl  nnt  :•  • 
on  that  account.  Here  is  a  French  nu»i:a/ii.''. 
in  which  you  will  find  a  very  pretty  orirni.' 
tale;  translate  that  and  send  il  to  your  prii't<T. 
Mr.  Mur])hy  having  re.id  the  tale,  was  li<jii>> 
pli»:i.«5ed  with  it,  and  followed  Footed  a«i*»<''. 
When  he  returned  to  town,  this  tal«»  wa- 
])ointed  out  to  him  in  "The  Rambler,"  fn*  » 
whence  it  had  been  translated  into  the  Frvix  i> 
magazine. '    Mr.  Murphj  then  waited  up  '• 


I 


not  arknowlcil^e  that  this  poetical  cplctle  vas  an  i"  u"<'~ 
Ilotl>'Mii\  Kt'itrrd  Moiivrr.  I  •nbjnin  a  few  c«>npli't» '"  '   '• 
BoiliMU  and  Murph).  which  will  »how  how  li(tl<*  the  '    ' 
of  the  l.i'ter  item  i  (led  to  the  character  of  or  ik'i 'I  il't  —  i  >' 
»uch  an  unackntnrtedgeii  use  of  an  author  li  aim  jst  ]  Li»  ■'•*'  - 

Pnrr  eifnmtwt  fwprit,  4oml  ImffriiU  pH»e 
ignurr,  m  tcriennt,  it  travati  ei  Lt  peinf. 

T ran »cc mien t  Keiiiut  I  whote  prolific  vein 
Ne'iT  knew  the  frigid  poct'ft  toil  aud  paio. 
Sourml  J'ai  Aeoti  rrrrr  ^m  mmiiH.Jutqu'^m  tmr; 
Qua  lid  jf  ecM  dirt  6/a«c,  la  qmiUruu  du  mmt. 
In  tcTenih  toil  I  paas  the  wearv  niitht. 
And  when  I  would  %mj  black,  rn)me  aaiwer*  «hi'.e 

Oh  ptthjuf,  rn/lw.  tff  $nint  y  trrt  irmi  f wpr^iu, 
Mulierf,  rntetfrnc  mot  fart  de  nt  nmn  p*ti». 
Anil  kince  I  ne'rr  can  learn  toy  cli»*ic  lure, 
luiiruct  me.  JohnM>n,  huw  to  m  rUc  no  more ' 

S  When   Mr.  Murphjr  flrrt  tM-eame  arqnainted  ■♦•«•  ^^ 
JnhiiMMi   he   was  ab«Hit  ihlrty-iMie  jreurs  old       H^  ♦*  "■ 
Kinctit«ltri  life.  June  1»*.  l«*rt.  in  hit  e»f  My-SiTmid  j»*'     » 
e\lr4i>ritin.ir\  p,4|M*r  in*'nHiin«i  In  the  teat  ( Th*-  •'•''  '* 
Al»-»»ia.iul.  the  >««n  of  Morad)  is  No  *«.  of  the  »*h.  m'  •     •• 
[•il   Ihf  dra*  ■   Inn  Journal].  pttblUhed  on  Jot"    '^    *'  *  • 
wtiti  h  IS  .1  re.tr.u<>l  .tioti  from  the  l-rendi  vcrsiou  oi  ibe  K^tn 
bier.  No.  i'JO Malokb. 
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though  I  oMy  be  vUUng  to  tee  the  world  deoeiTed 
fox  mj  BdwuatM^b,  I  am  not  deoeiTed  inyielf»  for  I 
knov  that  Mn.  Ogle  will  owe  whaterer  fiiTOurs 
die  shall  receWe  from  the  patronage  which  we 
humUjr  entreit  on  this  oecanoa,  much  more  to 
TOttr  eompaflskm  for  h<mestj  in  diatreas,  than  to  the 
request  o^  Madam,  your  most  obedient  and  most 
bamble  serrant.  Sax.  JoHMaoK.**] 

— Jfonte^  MSS 

At  this  time,  there  being  a  competition  among 
the  architectB  of  London  to  be  employed  in  the 
baOding  of  Blackfiriars  Bridge,  a  question  was 
reiy  warmly  agitated  whether  senucircnlar  or 
elliptical  arches  were  preferable.  In  the  design 
offered  by  Mr.  Mylne  the  elliptical  form  was 
adopted,  and  therefore  it  was  the  great  object 
of  his  riTals  to  attack  it.  Johnson  s  regara  for 
his  friend  Mr.  Gwyn  induced  him  to  engage  in 
this  oontroversy  against  Mr.  Mylne';  and 
after  being  at  considerable  pains  to  study  the 
subject,  he  wrote  three  several  letters  in  the 
Gazetteer,  in  opposition  to  his  plan. 

If  it  diould  be  remarked  tiiat  this  was  a 
controversy  which  lay  quite  out  of  Johnson's 
waj,  let  it  be  remembered,  that,  a(ter  all,  his 
employing  his  powers  of  reasoning  and  elo- 
quence upon  a  subject  which  he  had  studied 
00  the  moment,  is  not  more  strange  than  what 
we  often  observe  in  lawyers,  who,  as  Qmcquid 
ttgwU  hondaes  is  the  matter  of  lawsuits,  are 
sometimes  obliged  to  pick  up  a  temporary 
knowledge  of  an  art  or  science,  of  whicn  they 
understood  nothing  till  their  brief  was  de- 
livered, and  appear  to  be  much  masters  of  it. 
In  like  manner,  members  of  the  legislature  fre- 
quendy  introduce  and  expatiate  upon  subjects 
of  which  they  have  informed  themselves  for 
theoccauon. 


>  Sir  Mm  Hawktet  has  ghren  a  ioog  doCail  of  It,  to  that 
■ana-  fulgarly,  tnit  slgntficanUir,  called  rigmarole  g  in 
vhich,  amidtt  an  oatentatioiu  exhitHtJon  of  arts  and  at  tlsts,  he 
taks  of  •  proportkws  of  a  eolamn  being  taken  from  that  of 
Uk  hmnaa  tguro,  and  aifmaied  fly  nalwe— roaaculine  and 
(aBiahie<—  to  a  man.  Betquioetave  of  the  head,  and  in  a  wo- 
mao  anqmimmai;  nor  has  he  &iled  to  introduce  a  jargon  of 
ifiariesl  terms,  wblefa  do  not  seem  moch  to  correspond  with 
tbt  lokteot,  but  serve  to  make  up  the  heterogeneous  mass. 
Toibttow  the  knisht  throus^  all  this,  would  be  an  useless 
btieie  to  myselC,  nnd  not  a  little  disgusttog  to  my  readers.  I 
duU,  tberefare,  oolj  make  a  few  remarks  upon  his  statement. 

He  seams  to  exult  to  having  detected  Johnson  in  procur- 
ing, *'  from  a  person  eminently  skilled  in  mathematics  and 
t^  prindnles  of  architecture,  answers  to  a  string  of  questions 
dnwn  ap  Vy  himaclf,  touching  the  comparatire  strength  of 
Mnidrcular  and  ellipdeal  arches.*'  Now  I  cannot  oonceiTO 
teir  Johnaeo  cooM  have  acted  more  wisely.  Sir  John  corn- 
eals that  tbo  o|itBiion  of  that  ezoellent  aaathwnatirian,  Mr. 
ibninas  Simpson,  did  not  preponderate  in  favour  of  the 
•eaidrcuiar  arch.  But  he  slmuld  have  known,  that  how* 
»«r  oMnent  Mr.  Simpson  was  to  the  higlwr  parts  of  abstract 
Buihenatial  acienoe,  he  was  little  versed  to  mixed  and 
pnctkal  mfffhaiiifs  Mr.  Muller,  of  Woolwich  Arademv, 
<i)e  scboUstic  fiatiier  of  all  the  great  endneers  which  this 
cwatry  haa  emplqpad  for  forty  years,  decided  the  question 
faf  declaring  dearly  to  Csroor  of  the  elliptical  arch.  It  is 
mcradoas^  suggested,  that  Johnson*s  motive  for  opposing 
)fr.  Mfloe's  scfaame  may  have  been  his  pnejudloe  against  him 
« a  aatbe  of  Korth  Britain ;  when,  to  truth,  as  has  been 
ttited,  h0  gave  the  aid  of  his  able  pen  to  a  frioid,  who  was 
sa»  of  the  candidates ;  and  so  tar  was  he  from  having  any 
auberal  antlpaftfay  to  Mr.  Mylne,  Chat  he  afterwarda  Uved 
*itk  that  MotleaBBn  npon  very  agreeaUe  tcnna  of  aeqnaint- 
saee,  and  dtoad  with  him  at  lOs  bouse.  Sir  John  Hawkins, 
bdeed,  gives  ftill  vent  to  his  own  prejudice  to  abusing  Black- 
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MiseeOaneous  Essays.  —  Acquaintaaee  with  Murphy, 
— Akemside  and  RoU.  —  MaeitHzie  and  Ecdts, 
—  Letters  to  Baretti.  —  Rtiniing  and  Music  — 
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Devonshire  imM  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds.  —  CoOins. 

Ih  1760  he  wrote  ^  An  Address  of  the  Painters 
to  George  III.  on  his  Accession  to  the  Throne 
of  these  Kingdoms,"  f  which  no  monarch  ever 
ascended  with  more  sincere  congratulations 
from  his  people.  Two  generations  of  forei^ 
princes  had  prepared  their  minds  to  rejoice  m 
haying  aoain  a  king  who  gloried  in  being 
^*  bom  a  Briton."  *  He  also  wrote  for  Mr. 
Baretti  the  Dedication  t  of  his  Italian  and 
English  Dictionary,  to  tne  Marquis  of  Abreu, 
then  Enroy-Extraordinary  from  Spain  at  the 
Court  of  Great  Britain. 

Johnson  was  now  either  very  idle,  or  very 
busy  with  his  Shakspearc ;  for  I  can  find  no 
other  public  composition  by  him  except  an  In- 
troduction to  die  Proceedings  of  the  Committee 
for  Clothing  the  French  Prisoners;*  one 
of  the  many  proofs  that  he  was  ever  awake  to 
the  calls  of  humanity ;  and  an  account  which 
he  gave  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  of  Mr. 
TyUer*s  acute  and  able  vindication  of  Mary 
Queen  of  Scots.*  The  generosity  of  Johnson  s 
feelings  shines  forth  in  the  following  sen- 
tence^:— 

**  It  has  now  been  fashionable,  for  near  half  a 
century,  to  defame  and  vilify  the  house  of  Stuart, 


friars  Bridge,  calling  it  *'  an  edifice,  to  which  beaaty  and 
symmetry  are  in  vain  soucht  for ;  by  which  the  cittiens  of 
London  have  perpetuated  their  own  disaraoe,  and  subjected 
a  whole  nation  to  the  reproach  of  foragoers."  Whoever 
has  contemplated,  plaeido  atmine,  this  stately,  eleaant,  and 
airy  structure,  which  has  so  fine  an  effect,  especially  on  ap- 
prraching  the  capital  on  that  quarter,  must  wonder  at  such 
uqjnst  and  ill-tempered  censure  i  and  I  appeal  to  all  foreign- 
ers of  good  taste,  whether  this  bridge  be  not  one  of  the  most 
distinguished  ornaments  of  London.  As  to  the  stability  of 
the  fabric,  it  is  certato  that  the  city  of  London  took  everv 
precaution  to  have  the  best  Portland  stone  for  it ;  but  as  this 
IS  to  be  found  in  the  quarries  belonging  to  the  poUic,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Lords  of  the  Treaaury,  it  so  hsqppened 
that  parliamentary  interest,  which  is  often  the  bane  of  fair 
pursuits,  thwarted  their  endeavours.  Notwithstanding  this 
disadvantage,  it  is  well  k.nown  tliat  not  only  has  Blackflriara 
Bridge  never  sunk  either  In  its  foundation  or  to  its  arches, 
which  were  so  much  the  subject  of  contest,  but  any  ii\|ories 
which  it  has  suffered  from  the  effects  of  severe  frosts  have 
been  already,  in  some  measure,  repaired  with  sounder  stone, 
and  every  necessary  renewal  can  be  completed  at  a  moderate 
expense.  —  Boswbll.  Johnson's  essay  is  an  excellent  pieee 
of  reasoning,  and  does  not  betray  anv  personal  or  national 
prejudice  against  Mr.  Mrtoe,  though  Boswell  oertatolv  shows 
some  in  his  fkvour.  In  the  result,  the  Bridge  ooes  no 
great  credit  to  the  artbt.  Its  inconvenient  steepness— the 
columns  with  the  proportion  '*  not  of  columns  but  of  can- 
dles,*' amd  the  perishable  nature  of  the  stone,  are  eaaenlial 
defects —  CKoaaa. 

*  "  Bom  and  educated  to  this  country,  I  glory  in  Uie  name 
of  Briton."— GiOBOl  IIL's  first  Speech  tohii  Farllament— 
CaoKia. 

'  This  sentence  may  be  generous,  but  ft  is  not  very  logical. 
Elisabeth  was  surely  as  dead  as  the  Stuarts,  and  would  no 
more  pay  for  praise  than  they  could.  —  Caoxu. 
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His  convenation,  indeed,  did  not  discoTer  much 
of  the  fire  of  a  poet ;  but  it  was  recollected, 
that  both  Addison  and  Thomson  were  equally 
dull  till  excited  hj  wine,  Akenside,  havii^ 
,  been  informed  of  this  imposition,  vindicated 
his  right  by  publishing  the  poem  with  its  real 
author's  name.  Several  instances  of  such  lite- 
rary fraud  have  been  detected.  The  Rev.  Dr. 
Campbell,  of  St.  Andrew's,  wrote  "An  Enquiry 
into  the  original  of  Moral  Virtue,"  the  manu- 
script of  which  he  sent  to  Mr.  Innes,  a  clergy- 
man in  England,  who  was  his  countryman  and 
acquaintance.  Innes  published  it  with  his 
own  name  to  it ;  and  before  the  imposition  was 
discovered,  obtained  considerable  promotion, 
as  a  reward  of  his  merit.  ^  The  celebrated 
Dr.  Hugh  Blair,  and  his  cousin  Mr.  George 
Baonatinc,  when  students  in  divinity,  wrote 
a  poem,  entitled  '*  The  Resurrection,'*  copies 
of  which  were  handed  about  in  manuscript. 
They  were,  at  length,  very  much  surDrised  to 
see  a  pompous  e<ution  of  it  in  folio,  aedicated 
to  the  Princess  Dowager  of  Wales,  by  a  Dr. 
Douglas,  as  his  own.  Some  years  ago  a  little 
Bovd,  entitled  *"  The  Man  of  Feeling,"  was 
assumed  by  Mr.  Ecdes,  a  young  Irish  clergy- 
man, who  was  afterwards  <urowned  near  Bath.* 
He  had  been  at  the  pains  to  transcribe  the 
whole  book,  with  blottmgs,  interlineations,  and 
corrections,  that  it  might  be  shown  to  several 
people  as  an  original.  It  was,  in  truth,  the 
production  of  Mr.  Henry  Mackenzie,  an  attor- 
ney in  the  exchequer  at  Edinburgh,  who  is  the 
author  of  several  other  ingenious  pieces'; 
but  the  belief  with  regard  to  Mr.  Eocles  be- 
came so  general,  that  it  was  thought  necessary 
for  Messieurs  Strahan  and  Cadell  to  publish 
an  advertisement  in  the  newspapers,  contra- 
dicting the  report,  and  mentioning  that  they 
purchased  the  oopyri|^t  of  Mr.  Mackenzie. 
I  can  conceive  this  kmd  of  fraud  to  be  very 
easily  practised  with  successful  effrontery.  The 
JStiatum  of  a  literary  performance  is  difficult  of 
proof;  seldom  is  there  anj  witness  present  at 
Its  birth.  A  man,  either  m  confidence  or  by 
improper  means,  obtains  possession  of  a  copy 
of  it  m  manuscript,  and  boldly  publishes  it  as 
his  own.  The  true  author,  in  many  cases,  may 
not  be  able  to  make  his  title  clear.  Johnson, 
indeed,  from  the  peculiar  features  of  his  lite- 
rary offspring,  m^t  bid  defiance  to  any  at^ 
tempt  to  appropriate  them  to  othen : 

«•  But  8hakspeare*t  magic  eould  not  copied  be ; 
Within  tba  orck  none  dtirrt  walk  but  be  1" 


I  t  hBTp  both  the  books.  Iiniet  wm  Um  drrtrmn  who 
brought  PuliMmaar  to  EnsUnd.  and  vu  an  accomplice  In 
hU  rxtraordinarj  Sctkm.  —  BoswmLL. 

»  "  Dl^  th«  Rer.  Mr.  ¥jx\t^  at  Bath.  la  attamptiofr  to 
•are  a  boy.  whom  be  law  tinkioff  In  the  Avon.  h«.  toicet^er 
with  the  jroutb,  were  both  drowDcd.'*—  Gml.  Mmg.  Auf.  W. 
1777.  Aod  lo  the  mafuina  for  tha  next  mooth  are  tome 
I  on  thM  cv«i»t.  with  an  afiitaph,  ot  which  the  flr rt  line  u. 


[JOHNSON  TO  MISS  PORTER. 

**  Inner  Teoipla  Lane,  Jan.  1^  1761. 

**  DsAEBar  Madam,  —  I  ought  to  have  begun 
the  new  year  with  repairing  the  omissiont  of  tb« 
last,  and  to  have  told  you  ■oooer,  what  1  can  always 
tell  you  with  truth,  that  I  wish  you  long  life  and 
happtoesa,  always  increaiiog  till  it  shall  end  at  Ust 
io  the  bappineiB  of  beaTcn. 

**  I  hope,  my  dear,  you  are  well ;  I  am  at  pre- 
sent pretty  much  disoroered  by  a  cold  and  oougfa ; 
I  have  just  been  blooded,  and  hope  I  shall  be  better. 

**  Pray  give  my  love  to  Kitty.  I  should  be  glad 
to  hear  that  she  goes  on  well.  I  am,  my  dearest 
dear,  your  most  affectionate  aenrant, 

MSS.  ••  Sam.  JoeKsosi."] 


He  this  year  lent  his  friendly  assistance  to 
correct  and  improve  a  pamphlet  written  bj  Mr. 
Gwyn,  tbe  architect,  entitled  **  Thoughts  oo 
the  Coronation  of  George  HI.**  * 

Johnson  had  now  for  some  yean  admittet) 
Mr.  Baretti  to  his  intimacr ;  nor  did  their 
friendship  cease  upon  their  beuig  separated  bj 
Baretti*8  revisiting  his  native  country,  as  ap- 
pears from  Johnson*s  letters  to  him. 

JOHNSON  TO  JOSEPH  BARETTI, 

"  Leodoe.  Jona  10. 17C1. 
"  Too  reproadi  me  very  often  with  parsimony  d 
writing ;  but  you  may  discover,  by  the  csient  of 
my  peper,  that  I  design  to  recompense  rarity  b} 
length.  A  short  letter  to  a  distant  friend  ia,  in  mr 
opinion,  an  insult  like  that  of  a  slight  bow  or  cor* 
sory  salutation  ;— a  proof  of  unwallingness  to  do 
much,  even  where  there  ia  a  necctaity  ol  dtno^; 
something.  Yet  it  must  be  remembered,  that  b« 
who  continues  the  same  coarse  of  life  io  the  ^nw 
place,  will  have  little  to  tell.  One  week  and  ooc 
year  are  very  like  one  another.  The  silent  chances 
made  by  him  are  not  alwaya  perceived ;  and  if  tb«y 
are  not  perceived,  cannot  be  reconatrd.  I  ban 
risen  and  lain  down,  talked  and  mused,  whik  ^os 
have  roved  over  a  considerable  part  of  Europe ;  y«< 
I  have  not  envied  my  Baretti  any  of  his  plesaom 
though,  perhaps,  I  have  envied  others  bis  eompasj : 
and  I  am  glad  to  have  other  naliom  made  s»> 
quainted  with  the  character  of  the  English,  bv  « 
traveller  who  has  io  nicely  inspected  our  nuDrxrs 
and  so  successfully  studied  our  literature.  1  r*" 
ceived  your  kind  letUr  from  Falosoutb,  in  wbieb 
you  gave  me  notice  of  your  departure  for  Vif^s^  • 
and  another  from  Lisbon,  in  which  you  told  nx 
that  you  were  to  leave  Portugal  in  a  few  dart. 
To  either  of  these  how  eoold  any  answer  br  re- 
turned ?  I  have  had  a  third  from  Turin,  ron^- 
plaining  that   1   have  not  anawvred  the 


s  H«my  MaekmaU.  Bm.  dM  at  Edinborfh.  ^^  VJ^' 
io  hU  eigtiC7.a(ith  year.  He  waa  an  iiMimat*  frt'^^*  fT 
Waller  Scott' •.  who  bai  wrttfen  hit  llfr.  ami  at  •!»«»••  ■"*• 
I  had  the  piMsure  of  aicetlag  that  amiable  oM  «i«  - 
CaoKsa,  IM6  ^    b. 

«  The  orifinala  of  Dr.  Jolinaoa^  thrae  \mm%  to  ■' JJJ* 
rrtti,  which  are  aaaoof  the  tery  beet  be  e»er  wn**.  *^ 

hwtmrttte  ^^f^ 


cpmmonicated  to  the  prupiletora  of  thai 
_ .  _  g^nt  nonihir  inl>rcli«nr.  ••  Tlie  Rw 

Beneath  thia  atooe  the  **  Mmm  $f  Ffttim^  "lies.  -  Caoaaa.     ^Thich  they  flrat  appeared.  .  Boawsix. 
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Your  Eqgiisli  ityle  still  continues  in  its  purity  and 
ngoor.  With  Tigour  your  genius  will  supply  it ; 
bvi  its  purity  must  be  continued  by  close  attention. 
To  ue  tvo  languages  &iniliarly,  and  without  con- 
tuiiaidDg  one  by  the  other,  is  very  difficult : 
tnd  t«ft«  more  than  two,  is  hardly  to  be  hoped. 
TW  pnaes  which  some  have  received  for  their 
nddpfieity  of  languages,  nay  be  sufficient  to  ez- 
edr  adostry,  but  can  hardly  generate  confidence. 

* !  know  not  whether  I  can  heartily  rejoice  at 

^  kind  reeeption  which  you  have  found,  or  at  the 

popdirity  to  which  you  are  ezalted.    I  am  willing 

tte  ywr  merit   should  be    distinguished ;    but 

caaoc  vidi  that  your  affections  may  be  gained.    I 

vnU  hsre  you  tiappy  wherever  you  arc :  yet  I 

«o«Id  hate  you  wish  to  return  to  England.     If 

mr  joa  risit  us  again,  you  will  find  the  kindness 

of  yoar  frieoda  undiminished.     To  tell  you  how 

vmj  in^iries  are  made  after   you,  would  be 

te£oa,  or  if  not  tedious,  would  be  Tain ;  because 

J99  nsy  be  told  in  a  very  few  words,  that  all  who 

iarv  yon  wish  you  well ;  and  that  all  that  you 

"shseed  at  your  departure^  will  caress  you  at  your 

ictsra :  tfaerafbre  do  not  let  Italian  academicians 

aw  Italiaa  kdics   drive  us  from  your  thoughts. 

Too  Bsy  find  among  us  what  you  will  leave  be- 

kiad.  toft  BDBilcs  and  easy  sonnets.     Yet  I  shall  not 

bonier  if  all  our  invitations  should  be  rejected : 

^v  there  is  a  pleasure  in  being   connderable  at 

-<nie,  vhicfa  u  not  easily  resisted. 

"  By  eoodoeting  Mr.  Southwell  *  to  Venice,  you 
USlled,  I  know,  the  original  contract:  yet  I  would 
v^  yoii  not  whoU J  to  lose  him  from  your  notice, 
^  to  rceoomicDd  him  to  such  acquaintance  as  may 
^  iseiiie  him  from  suffering  by  his  own  follies, 
ttA  io  ttkc  such  genend  care  both  of  his  safety 
"^  Ui  iotovft  as  may  come  within  your  power. 
fU  idsdoBs  win  tfannk  you  for  any  such  gratuitous 
*<ntiaB  St  least,  they  will  not  blame  you  for  any 
'^  thst  may  happen,  whether  they  thank  you  or 
">^  say  good. 

*  Too  know  that  we  have  a  new  king  and  a  new 
'■'^BBrat.  Of  the  new  parliament  Fitsherbert  is 
>  noBbcr.  We  were  so  weary  of  our  old  king, 
'Wt  ve  arc  much  pleased  with  his  successor ;  of 
^'^^w  «k  areso  mneb  inclined  to  hope  great  things, 
^  nort  of  OS  begin  already  to  believe  them.  The 
r*!^  Bsn  is  hitbcrfeo  blameleta ;  but  it  would  be 
^'wwasble  to  expect  much  from  the  immaturity 
'  jwtstlc  ycats,  and  the  ignorance  of  princely 
'^"^ok.  He  bes  been  long  in  the  hands  of  the 
^"^  sad  has  already  fovoured  them  more  than  the 


Artbor  Southwell,  aftarwsrdi 
SomUiwcU,  who  w»M  bom  tn  1742,  and  luc- 
te  17*0.— CSOKSB. 

of  tho  art  ofpaliiChv  sad  tbe  ezblWtlon 

Ibo  ftitile  Iriflot  bjr  whkh  mankind 

fci  rid  oT^tline,  wtO  esdte  lome  lurpriae.  but 

oi  thiK  **  of  the  beoutloa  of  pslnttng,  notwUh. 

mmr  fukifhBaa  oo  that  art  which,  after  th« 

W  Ma  frtondahtp  wicii  Sir  Jodiua  Roynoldt. 

Ua  wtMnga,  Jotrntoo  had  not  the  least  coo- 

of  thii  deCacC  led  me  to  menUoo  the 

at  the  club,  I  came  in  with  a 

la  the  afternoon,  I  had  picked  up: 

of  Perelle,  and  lajrlng  it  down 

prompted  him  to  take  it  up 

the  prlnta  Mverally  with  treat  at- 

t  Mfft  orptoaaure  auch  thingi  could 

aa  reprcoeotatioai  of  aatore,  coa- 

oT  toch  particulan  as  render  rural 

preaeirt«4  to  my  mind  the  c^etU 

xf  imagination  reaUiied  the  prospect 


English  will  contentedly  endure.  But,  perhaps,  he 
scarcely  knows  whom  he  has  distinguished,  or 
whom  he  has  disgusted. 

**  The  artists  have  instituted  a  yearly  Exhibition 
of  pictures  and  statues,  in  imitation,  as  I  am  told, 
of  foreign  academies.  This  year  was  the  second 
Exhibition.  They  please  themselves  much  with 
the  multitude  of  spectators,  and  imagine  that  the 
English  school  will  rise  in  reputation.  Reynolds 
is  without  a  rival,  and  continues  to  add  thou^umds 
to  thousands,  which  he  deserves,  among  other  ex- 
cellencies, by  retaining  his  kindness  for  Baretti. 
This  Exhibition  has  filled  the  heads  of  the  artists 
and  lovers  of  art.  Surely  life,  if  it  be  not  long,  is 
tedious,  since  we  are  forced  to  call  in  the  assistance 
of  so  many  trifles  to  rid  us  of  our  time,  —  of  that 
time  which  never  can  return. ' 

"  I  know  my  Baretti  will  not  be  satisfied  with  a 
letter  in  which  I  give  him  no  account  of  my«elf :  yet 
what  account  shall  I  give  him  ?  I  have  not|  since 
the  day  of  our  separation,  suffered  or  done  any 
thing  considerable.  The  only  change  in  my  way 
of  life  is,  that  I  have  frequented  the  theatre  more 
than  in  former  seasons.  But  I  have  gone  thither 
only  to  escape  from  myself.  We  have  had  many 
new  fiirees,  and  the  oomedy  called  *  The  Jealous 
Wife,*'  which,  though  not  written  with  much 
genius,  was  yet  so  well  adapted  to  the  stage,  and  so 
well  exhibited  by  the  actors,  thai  it  was  crowded 
for  near  twenty  nights.  I  am  digressing  from 
myself  to  the  playhouse;  but  a  barren  plan  must 
be  filled  with  episodes.  Of  myself  I  have  nothin|^ 
to  say,  but  that  I  have  hitherto  lived  without  the 
concurrence  of  my  own  judgment ;  yet  I  continue 
to  flatter  myself,  that,  when  you  return,  you  will 
find  me  mended.  I  do  not  Wonder  that,  where  the 
monastic  life  is  permitted,  every  order  finds  votaries, 
and  every  monastery  inhabitants.  Men  will  submit 
to  any  rule,  by  which  they  may  be  exempted  from 
the  tyranny  oif  caprice  and  of  ehance.  They  are 
glad  to  supply  by  external  audiority  their  own 
want  of  constancy  and  resolution,  and  court  the 
government  of  others,  when  long  experience  has 
convinced  them  of  their  own  inability  to  govern 
themselves.  If  I  were  to  visit  Italy,  my  curiosity 
would  be  more  attracted  by  convents  than  by 
palaces ;  though  I  am  afiiaid  that  I  should  find  ex- 
pectation in  both  places  equally  disappointed,  and 
life  in  both  places  supported  with  impatience  and 
quitted  with  reluctance.  That  it  must  be  so  soon 
quitted,  is  a  powerful  remedy  against  impatience ; 
but  what  shall  free  us  from  reluctance?     Those 


before  rae.  He  said,  that  was  more  than  bif  would  do,  for 
that  Id  hlf  whole  Ufe  he  waa  never  capable  of  dlfcemlng  the 
leaat  reaembiaiice  of  any  kind  iMtween  the  picture  and  tlie 
subject  it  was  intended  to  repreient.  To  the  delicht*  of 
mufic  he  was  equally  inseniible :  neither  voice  nor  Inttni- 
ment,  nor  the  bannooy  of  concordant  sounds,  had  power  over 
his  alfectioos,  or  even  to  engage  his  attention.  Of  music  In 
general,  he  lua  been  heard  to  say,  **  it  exdtca  in  my  mind  no 
ideas,  and  hinders  roe  from  contemplating  my  own  ; "  and  of 
a  fine  singer,  or  Instrumental  performer,  that  **  he  had  the 
merit  of  a  Canary-bird.**  Not  that  his  hearing  was  so  de- 
fective as  to  account  for  this  insensibllitv.  Iiut  h^  laboured 
under  the  misfortune  which  he  has  noted  la  th«  Life  of  Bar- 
retter, and  is  common  to  more  persons  than  In  this  musical 
age  are  willing  to  confess  it,  of  wanting  that  additional  sense 
or  faculty,  which  renders  music  grateful  to  the  human  ear.** 
•^CaoBsa. 

*  Colman*s  comedy  of  the  Jealous  Wife  came  oat  la  Feb- 
ruary, 1761 .  The  characters  of  Mr.  Oakly  and  Mrs.  Oakly 
were  performed  hv  Gar  rick  anil  Mrs.  Prttchard,  and  Mrs. 
Cllve  was  tbe  Lady  rreelore.  —  Wsight. 


124 


BOSTTELL'S  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


1762. 


wlio  have  endeavoured  to  teach  us  to  die  well,  have 
taught  few  to  die  willingly :  yet  I  cannot  but 
hope  that  a  good  life  might  end  at  last  in  a  con- 
tented  death. 

**  You  see  to  what  a  train  of  thought  I  am  drawn 
by  the  mention  of  myself.  Let  me  now  turn  my 
attention  upon  you.  I  hope  you  take  care  to  keep 
an  eiact  journal,  and  to  register  all  occurrences 
and  observations;  for  your  friends  here  expect 
such  a  book  of  travels  as  has  not  been  often  seen. 
You  have  given  us  good  specimens  in  your  letters 
from  Lisbon.  I  wish  you  bad  staid  longer  in  Spain, 
for  no  country  is  less  known  to  the  rest  of  Europe; 
but  the  quickness  of  your  discernment  must  make 
amends  for  the  celerity  of  your  motions.  He  that 
knows  which  way  to  direct  hb  view,  sees  much  in 
a  little  time. 

**  Write  to  me  very  often,  and  I  will  not  neglect 
to  write  to  you ;  and  I  may,  perhaps,  in  time,  get 
something  to  write :  at  least,  you  will  know  by  my 
letters,  whatever  else  they  may  have  or  want,  that 
I  continue  to  be,  your  most  aflectionate  friend, 

**  Sam.  Johnson." 

In  1762  he  wrote  for  the  Rev.  Dr.  Kennedjr, 
rector  of  Bradley  in  DerbyBhire,  in  a  strain 
of  very  courtly  elegance,  a  Dedication  to  the 
King*  of  that  gentleman*s  work,  entitled 
^^A  complete  System  of  Astronomical  Chro- 
nology, unfolding  the  Scriptures.'*  He  had 
certunly  looked  at  this  work  before  it  was 

Srinted ;  for  the  concluding  paragraph  is  un- 
oubtedly  of  his  composition,  of  which  let  mj 
readers  judge : — 

**  Thus  hare  I  endeavoured  to  free  religion  and 
history  from  the  darkness  of  a  disputed  and  uncer- 
tain chronology ;  from  difficulties  which  have 
hitherto  appeared  insuperable,  and  darkness  which 
no  luminary  of  learning  has  hitherto  been  able  to 
dissipate.  I  Iwve  established  the  truth  of  the 
Mosaical  account,  by  evidence  which  no  transcrip- 
tion can  corrupt,  no  negligence  can  lose,  and  no 
interest  can  pervert.  I  have  shewn  that  the  uni- 
verse bears  witness  to  the  inspiration  of  its  historian, 
by  the  revolution  of  its  orbs  and  the  succession  of 
its  seasons;  that  th*  sian  in  their  eourteg  Jight 
agaim§t  incredulity,  that  the  works  of  God  give 
hourly  confimuition  to  the  law,  the  prophet*^  and 
the  jfotpel,  oi  which  one  dap  teUeih  another,  and  one 
night  eertiJSeih  another  i  and  that  the  validity  of  the 
sacred  writings  never  can  be  denied,  while  the  moon 
shall  increase  and  wane,  and  the  sun  shall  know  his 
going  down.** 

He  this  year  wrote  also  the  Dedication  f  to 
the  Earl  of  Middlesex  of  Mrs.  Lenox's  "  Fe- 
male Quixote,**  and  the  Preface  to  the  **  Cata- 
logue of  the  Artists*  £xhibition.**f 


1  Gtorte  \.f*m»,rd  SUiinfon  wm  born  In  Galwiif,  In  Ire- 
land, 1737.  and  having  aclopCrd  the  profrtsion  of  medidnr, 
which  he  iUMlifd  in  Fraiuc.  he  came  to  Ix>iulnn  in  17f>0. 
where  he  wrote  for  the  periodical  publlcationt  of  the  daj.  and 
fonmtl  an  arau.alntanc*e  with  Ilr.  JohoMtn.  In  I7G2  he  went 
to  th«  \Vr«t  lii.liei.  wbrre  he  practittnl  4i  a  phjrtUiaii  for  a 
•hort  tlin*'.  and  b«  th^t  and  noror  citiI  offiref.  acrumul^ted  a 
c«»n)iir<<>n(  (ortane.  »li>ch  hr  iti%i>ftt«>d  in  ettate*  In  the  itlatMl 
»fc;r4itada.  He  reiurtird  to  Ktii:land  in  1770  ;  but,  in  177V. 
again  «rnt  to  Gran^a,  whrre  he  «a«  a|>(M)inteil  attorney. 
g«>o«ral,  and  made  ihevalutblr  acqiMlnt^m-e  of  Lord  Mac- 
artnry.  wh<ij>*v«me  goveruor  uf  tliat  itland  in  1774  By  the 
oqiture  oi  Graiiaida  by  the  French,  in  177V,  Lord  Macartney 


The  following  Tetter,  which,  on  account  of 
its  intrinsic  merit,  it  would  have  been  unjust 
both  to  Johnson  and  the  public  to  have  with- 
held,  was  obtained  for  me  by  the  solicitatiou  of 
my  friend  Mr.  Seward:—  ^ 

JOHNSON  TO  DR.  STAUNTON." 

"Junel.l7<a. 

*<  DsAa  Sia,  —  I  make  haste  to  answer  your 
kind  letter,  in  hope  of  hearing  again  from  you 
before  you  leave  us.  I  cannot  but  regret  that  a 
man  of  your  qualifications  should  find  it  nece>urT 
to  seek  an  establiihment  in  Guadaloupe,  which  if 
a  peace  should  restore  to  the  French,  1  shall  think 
it  some  alleriation  of  the  loss,  that  it  must  restore 
likewise  Dr.  Staunton  to  the  English. 

**  It  is  a  melancholy  consideration,  that  so  much 
of  our  time  is  necessarily  to  be  spent  upon  the  care 
of  liTing,  and  that  we  can  seldom  obtain  case  in 
one  respect  but  by  resigning  it  in  another ;  )  vt  I 
suppose  we  are  by  this  dispensation  not  less  hap|)y 
in  the  whole,  than  if  the  spontaneous  bounty  of 
Nature  poured  all  that  we  want  info  our  haiids.  A 
few,  if  they  were  left  thus  to  themselves  wouIJ, 
perhaps,  spend  their  time  in  laudable  pur>uit«^ ;  hut 
the  greater  part  would  prey  upon  the  quiet  of  lich 
other,  or,  in  the  want  of  other  objects,  would  i<:o 
upon  themselves. 

•*  This,  however,  is  our  condition,  which  we 
must  improve  and  solace  as  we  can :  and  il>4iu.;)i 
we  cannot  choose  always  our  place  of  ri-sidticf, 
we  may  in  every  place  find  rational  aniuv.*n)(nt>. 
and  possess  in  every  place  the  comforts  of  piety  aiA 
a  pure  conscience. 

"  In  America  there  is  little  to  be  obM^^Tcd  ciet^t 
natural  curiosities.  Tlie  new  world  inuNt  h.«e 
many  vegetables  and  animals  with  which  iilnlo^** 
pbers  are  but  little  acquainted.  I  hope  }ou  will 
furnish  yourself  with  some  books  of  natural  hl^tv  n, 
and  some  glasses  and  other  instruments  uf  ob- 
servation. Trust  as  little  as  you  can  to  report ; 
examine  all  you  can  by  your  own  senses.  I  ^o 
not  doubt  but  you  will  be  able  to  add  much  to 
knowledge,  and,  perhaps,  to  medicine.  ^"^ 
nations  trust  to  simples ;  and,  perhaps,  the  PeruuJ] 
bark  is  not  the  only  specific  which  those  estcn\i«e 
regions  may  afford  us. 

"  Wherever  you  are,  and  whatever  be  your  fo'- 
tune,  be  certain,  dear  Sir,  that  you  carry  with  }<4i 
my  kind  wishes;  and  that  whether  you  return 
hither,  or  stay  in  the  otiier  hemisphere,  to  \>ft 
that  you  are  luippy  will  give  pleasure  to,  bir.  }oQr 
most  affectionate  humble  servant, 

•*Sai«.  JoBirwx.- 

A  lady  havinff  at  this  time  8olicite<l  him  to 
obtain  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury's  (utroo* 

lot!  hit  roTerament,  atwl  Staunton  hU  property.  He  r^  "  *■ 
to  KnKlaod  with.  It  U  tuppoted.  little  of  the  « rr<  k  •  •  » 
fortune.  He,  howerer,  had  acquired  lx»ni  M*  ^f  ^^ 
friradihlp.  and  he  arcompanled  hta  lordahtp  to  M«  •  <■ 
17HI  :  and  f..r  hit  dUtlnguUhed  mtvIcc*  durtnf  h.«  '  •■ 
re«ldence  there  had  a  penHoo  of  500*.  pee  annun  k«v-.  •• 
him.  in  I7K4.  by  the  Ka»t  India  rompanv.  and  waf  r».  .•••  • 
bartmet.    When  Lord  Marartner  waa  arlerted  for  xi  •  ■»«^ 


bratrd  emhaity  to  China.  Sir  iJrorfe  waft  nanted  m  •«»-  '  *  fj 
him  at  terntary  and  mlnitter  plenlpoteotiary.  Hut;  "■ 
art'ount  of  that  erobatty  it  well  knovn.  He  dwd  to  » •  ^ 
Januir\  14.  l-ol,  and  wai  burled  In  YimtmUuur  AtMwy- 
Caoafts. 
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lee  to  hare  her  soq  sent  to  the  UniTersity,  — 

(ioe  of  those  solicitations  which  are  too  frequent, 

where  people,  anxious  for  a  particular  ooject, 

do  not  oonrider  proprietj,  or  the  opportunity 

vhkh  the  persons  whom  thej  solicit  have  to 

aflisttheiii,  —  he  wrote  to  her  the  following 

answer;  with  a  copy  of  which  I  am  favoured 

bj  tfe  Bier,  Dr.  Fanner  *,  Master  of  Emanuel 

Co2kge,  Cambridge. 


JOHNSON  TO  MRS. 


I 


""Madav,  —  I  hope  you  will  believe  that  my 
d«Iiy  in  answering  your  letter  could  proceed  only 
(r^jrn  my  anwlUingness  to  destroy  any  hope  that 
Tvo  had  farmed.  Hope  is  itself  a  species  of  happi- 
ce««,  and,  peiiimps,  the  chief  happiness  which  this 
^ar\A  alRwtls:  but,  like  all  other  pleasures  im- 
9K»dcnldy  enjoyed,  the  excesses  of  hope  must  be 
«TpIaced  by  pain ;  and  expectations  improperly 
L-adulged,  most  end  in  dimppointmenL  If  it  be 
teked,  what  is  the  improper  expectation  which  it 
•  dangerous  to  indulge,  experience  will  quickly 
u:.cver,  that  it  is  such  expectation  as  is  dictated, 
aut  by  teason,  but  by  desire ;  expectation  raised, 
'OS  by  the  common  occurrences  of  life,  but  by  the 
vaatit  of  the  expectant;  an  expectation  that  re- 
i  re»  the  common  course  of  things  to  be  changed, 
.:: '  t^^  general  rules  of  action  to  be  broken. 

"  WbAi  yon  made  your  request  to  me,  you 
•*  Mild  have  considered.  Madam,  what  you  were 
elk  11^.  You  ask  me  to  solicit  a  great  man,  to 
whom  I  never  spoke,  for  a  young  person  whom  I 
«i  i»««r  aeeo,  upon  a  supposition  which  I  had  no 
Bttiss  of  knowing  to  be  true.  There  is  no  reason 
v4t.  amosigmt  all  the  great,  I  should  choose  to 
«>^;^ic9Se  the  Archbishop,  nor  why,  among  all  the 
"Mm'thlm  objects  of  his  bounty,  the  Archbishop 
-iMja]d  choose  your  son.  I  know.  Madam,  how 
i^--»JUngly  eooTiction  b  admitted,  when  interest 
*:vt«ea  it ;  but  surely.  Madam,  you  must  allow, 

•  mX  tbcfe  is  DO  reason  why  that  should  be  done  by 
-sp.  which  CTcry  other  man  may  do  with  equal 
**«"&,  and  which,  indeed,  no  man  can  do  properly, 

•  .'ikrMit  •ome  very  particular  relation  both  to  the 
l«*tibifthop  and  to  you.     If  I  could  help  you  in 

by  any  proper  means,  it  would  give  me 

bat  this  proposal  is  so  very  remote  from 

■   ol   fBcthods,  that  I  cannot  comply  with  it,  but 

'  ttee  nk  c4  such  answer  and  suspicions  as  I  be- 

-▼e  7  a«  do  not  wish  me  to  undergo. 

"  I  ka«c  seen  yonr  son  this  morning  ;  he  seems 

•  HecKy  jouth,  mod  will,  perhaps,  find  some  better 
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bom  at  Leieeiter,  In  1735,  and 
CoRcfie,  Cambrtdse.  of  which  he  became 
17«6  he  poblitbcd  hb  celebrated  "  EtMjr 
Shakipeare : "  a  work  by  which,  ai  Dr. 
ttiocailr  exprrMee  It,  an  end  is  put  for  e? er  to 
cowcnung  the  Learning  of  Slialupeare.'*     He 
^  1797.— CaoKES. 
f^^Kt,  the  actreti,  lived  lome  time  with  Mri.  Cot- 
*    «^  a»r  •MMt  daogbter.    The  jounger  Mist  Cotterel 
^'^a*   Vad  aiarrted  the  Rer.  John  Lewis,  who  tiecamf 

•-  ^  ( *w^  Is  I75S CaoKBiL 

'-^•*a  Atftied.  when  he  was  near  lizty.  a  woman 

•bo  liad  perttiadcd    him  (notwithstanding 

•f  csocrcM  wa«  a  fmall  coal  shed  in   I'ettcr 

^^  <a*  vaa  nearly  related  to  a  man  of  fortune. 

'*  *^  ^  bfaa  oat  of  large  f)os»i>ulon«.     Johmton 

-  ^.ti^i,  eoaparcd  with  the  marrels  of  thi«  trans- 


friend  than  I  can  procure  him;  but  though  he 
should  at  last  miss  the  university,  he  may  still  be 
wise,  useful,  and  happy.  I  am,  Madam,  your  most 
humble  servant,  Sam.  Jounsom.'* 


JOHNSON  TO  BARETTI, 

Ai  MUan^ 

**  London.  July  lo.  liet. 

**  SiH,  —  However  justly  you  may  accuse  me  for 
want  of  punctuality  in  correspondence,  I  am  not  so 
far  lost  in  negligence  as  to  omit  the  opportunity 
of  writing  to  you,  which  Mr.  Beauclerk's  passage 
through  Milan  affords  me. 

"  I  suppose  you  received  the  Idlers,  and  I  in- 
tend that  you  shall  soon  receive  Shakspeare,  that 
you  may  explain  his  works  to  the  ladies  of  Italy, 
and  tell  them  the  story  of  the  editor,  among  the 
other  strange  narratives  with  which  your  long  re- 
sidence in  this  unknown  region  has  supplied  you. 

"  As  you  have  now  been  long  away,  I  suppose 
your  curiosity  may  pant  for  some  news  of  your  old 
friends.  Miss  Williams  and  I  live  much  as  we 
did.  Miss  Cotterel  still  continues  to  cling  to  Mrs. 
Porter,  and  Charlotte  is  now  big  of  the  fourth 
child.*  Mr.  Reynolds  gets  six  thousands  a  year. 
Levett  is  lately  married,  not  without  much  suspi- 
cion that  he  has  been  wretchedly  cheated  in  his 
match.'  Mr.'  Chambers  is  gone  this  day,  for  the 
iirat  time,  the  circuit  with  the  Judges.  Mr. 
Richardson^  is  dead  of  an  apoplexy,  and  his  second 
daughter  '  has  married  a  merchant. 

"  My  vanity,  or  my  kindness,  makes  me  flatter 
myself,  that  you  would  rather  hear  of  me  than  of 
those  whom  I  have  mentioned ;  but  of  myself  I 
have  very  little  which  I  care  to  tell.  Last  winter 
I  went  down  to  my  native  town,  where  I  found  the 
streets  much  narrower  and  shorter  than  I  thought 
I  had  left  them,  inhabited  by  a  new  race  of  people, 
to  whom  I  was  very  little  known.  •  My  play- 
fellows were  grown  old,  and  forced  me  to  suspect 
that  I  was  no  longer  young.  My  only  remaining 
friend  *  has  changed  his  principles,  and  was  become 
the  tool  of  the  predominant  faction.  My  daughter- 
in-law,  from  whom  I  expected  most,  and  whom  I 
met  with  sincere  benevolence,  has  lost  the  beauty 
and  gaiety  of  youth,  without  having  gained  much 
of  the  wisdom  of  age.  I  wandered  about  for  five 
days,  and  took  the  first  convenient  opportunity  of 
returning  to  a  place,  where,  if  there  is  not  much 
happiness,  there  is,  at  least,  such  a  diversity  of 
good  and  evil,  that  slight  vexations  do  not  fix  upon 
the  heart. 

"  I  think  in  a  few  weeks  to  try  another  excur- 
sion; though  to   what  end?     I«t  me  know,  my 


action,  the  Arabian  Nights  seemed  familiar  occurrences. 
Never  was  hero  more  completely  duped.  He  had  not  l>een 
married  four  months  before  a  writ  was  taken  out  agalntt  htm, 
for  debts  contracted  by  his  wife.  He  was  secreted,  and  his 
friend  then  procured  him  a  protection  from  a  foreign  minister. 
In  a  short  time  afterwards  she  ran  awav  from  him,  and  was 
tried  for  picking  pockets  at  the  Old  Bailer.  She  pleaded  her 
own  cause,  and  was  acquitted  ;  a  separation  took  place :  and 
Johnson  then  took  Levett  home,  where  be  continued  till  his 
death."  —  Slervetu.  — Crokeb. 

**  Samuel  Richardson,  the  author  of  Clarissa,  &c.,  died 
Jnly  4.  1761,  aged  72.  —  Malonb. 

^  Martha,  hi^  chief  amanuensis,  married  Edward  Bridgen. 
April,  1762 — Crokeb. 

•  All  till*  iiinports  the  opinion  (nn/e,  p.  113.  n.  6).  that  he 
had  not  vi«lted  iJchficId  between  1737  and  1761.  — rMoKra. 

'  Supposed  by  Dr.  iiarwoodto  be  Mr.  Howard Cruker. 
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Bantti,  what  ha»  been  the  molt  of  yoor  retam  to 
joor  own  eooBtry:  wbcthci  time  has  made  «bj 
•hcratioii  for  tbo  bottar,  and  whcthar,  whan  tha 
first  nptmca  of  lahitation  were  orer,  yoa  did  not 
find  your  thoaghti  oonfeHed  their  disappointment. 

**  Moral  lenCenecs  appear  ostentatious  and  tumid, 
when  they  have  no  greater  oecanons  than  the 
journey  of*  a  wit  to  his  own  town  :  yet  such  plea- 
sures and  such  pains  make  up  the  general  mass  of 
life ;  and  as  nothing  is  little  to  htm  that  feels  it 
with  great  sensibility,  a  mind  able  to  see  common 
incidcnls  in  their  r«al  state  is  disposed  by  Tery 
eoomum  inodents  to  very  serious  oontemplaUons. 
Let  us  trust  that  a  time  will  eome,  when  the  pre- 
sent moment  shall  be  no  longer  irksome ;  when  we 
shall  not  borrow  all  our  happiness  from  hope*  which 
at  last  is  to  end  in  disappointment. 

'^  I  beg  that  you  will  shew  Mr.  Bcauclerk  all  the 
civilities  which  you  have  in  your  power ;  for  he  has 
always  been  kinid  to  me. 

**  I  haTe  lately  seen  Mr.  Stratico,  Professor  of 
Padua,  who  has  told  me  of  your  quarrel  with  an 
Abbot  of  the  Celestine  order ;  but  had  not  the  par- 
ticulars very  ready  in  his  memory.  When  you 
write  to  Mr.  Bfaiaili,  lei  him  know  that  I  re> 
member  him  with  Irindnssi. 

**  May  you»  my  Baretti,  be  very  happy  at  Blilan, 
or  some  other  place  nearer  to.  Sir,  your  most 
affectiooala  humble  servant,        Sam.  JoBasoN.** 

The  accession  o£  George  Uie  Third  to  the 
throne  of  these  kingdoms  opened  a  new  and 
brighter  prospect  to  men  of  literary  merit,  who 
had  been  honoured  with  no  mark  of  royal 
&TOiir  in  the  precedinff  reign.  His  present 
Majesty*s  education  in  this  oonntrj,  as  well  as 
his  taste  and  beneficence,  prompted  him  to  be 
the  patron  of  science  and  the  arts ;  and  early 
this  year,  Johnson  having  been  represented  to 
him  as  a  Tery  learned  and  eood  man,  without 
any  certain  prorisionf  his  Biujesty  was  pleased 
to  grant  him  a  pension  of  three  hundred  pounds 
a  jrear.  The  Earl  of  Bute,  who  was  then 
Prune  Minister,  had  the  honour  to  announce 
this  instance  of  his  SoTereign*s  bounty,  con- 
cerning which,  many  and  various  stories,  all 
equally  erroneous,  have  been  propagated ;  ma- 
liciously representing  it  as  a  political  bribe  to 
Johnson,  to  desert  his  arowed  principles,  and 
become  the  tool  of  a  government  whicn  he  held 
to  be  founded  in  usurpadon.  I  have  taken 
care  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  refute  them 
from  the  most  aathentic  information.  Lord 
Bute  told  me,  that  Mr.  Wedderbome,   now 


<  There  It  no  doubc  that  tli*M  psaphlatf  contaiMd  John- 
•on't  frauine  oplnioni.  but  Mr.  Bot«»llSl  aUtemeaC  if  ma 
bardljr  coniUtent  with  tome  adniltt«d  facta.  One.  at  Icaal,  of 
the«e  pvnphleta,  Tke  Patriot,  waa  "called  for**  b^  hU  poM- 
tScal  UifnA*  (tmepott,  letter  to  Mr.  Boawell.  Not.  16.  1774)  i 
and  i*o  of  the  othera  were  (tee  poaf.  letter  to  Langton, 
Marrh  V.  1771,  and  Ma/ch  11 .  1779)  aubnltted  to  the  rcmion 
and  mrrortion  of  minlatera — CaoKts. 

*  Thit  wu  Mid  bjr  I^rd  Bute,  aa  Dr.  Burnejr  vaa  In. 
tbnnrd  b%  Jnhntcn  hlnii4'lf,  in  answer  to  a  question  which  be 
pot.  pmloinljr  to  hit  arcrptancr  of  the  Intrmlrd  bounty  :  — 
**  Pr«jr.  my  lord,  what  am  I  expectrd  to  do  for  thu  peniioo  ?** 

^MtLO^K. 

*  b  fh  faroun  are  nerer  conferred  under  rrprns  eondU 
tion«  «»f  ftUurr  •errihtjr.  —  the  phraiet  omhI  on  thit  occasion 
have  brrn  rrnpiojinl  iq  all  ilmllar  case*.  \Mt  thry  mrt  hrre 
laalalcd  on  by  Mr.  Boftwcll.  la  «MtJer  to  recuncllr  Jobnaoo't 


Lord  Loughborough,  was  the  person  who  fint 
mentioned  this  subject  to  him.  Lord  Lough- 
borough told  me,  that  the  pension  was  mntcd 
to  Jo^Mon  solely  as  the  reward  of  his  literary 
merit,  without  any  stipulatioa  whaterer,  or 
even  taeit  undemanding  that  he  should  writs 
for  administration.  His  Lordship  added,  thst 
he  was  confident  the  pol^cal  tracts  which 
Johnson  afterwards  dia  write,  as  they  were 
entirely  consonant  with  his  own  opinion! 
would  have  been  written  by  him,  though  no 
pension  had  been  granted  to  him.' 

Mr.  Thomas  Sheridan  and  Mr.  Murphy,  who 
then  lived  a  good  deal  both  with  him  and  Mr. 
Wedderbume,  told  me,  that  they  prerioualj 
talked  with  Johnson  upon  this  matter,  and 
that  it  was  p^ectly  unoerstood  bj  all  parlies 
that  the  pension  was  merely  honorary.     Sir 
Joshua  Beynolds  told  me,  tliai  Johnson  csUed 
on  him  after  his  Majestv's  mtentaon  had  beea 
notified  to  him,  and  saia  be  wished  to  confQlt 
his  friends  aa  to  the  propriety  of  his  acceptii^f 
this  mark  of  the  royal  favour,  after  the  dosi* 
tions  which  he  had  given  in  his  Dictio&srT  of 
neiuitm  and  peiuiomra.    He  said  he  should  nol 
have  Sir  Joshua's  answer  till  next  dav,  whfo 
he  would  call  again,  and  desired  he  migbt  think 
of  it.    Sir  Joshua  answered  that  he  was  dear 
to  give  his  opinion  then,  that  there  could  be  ao 
objection  to  nis  receiving  from  the  King  s  re- 
ward for  literary  merit;  and  that  certainly  the 
definitions  in  his  Dictionary  were  not  applicsble 
to  him.   Johnson,  it  should  seam,  was  ssttsficd, 
for  he  did  not  call  asain  taU  he  had  acceptsd 
the  pension,  and  had  watted  on  Lord  Bate  to 
thank  hmi.      He  then  told  Sir  Joshua  that 
Lord  Bute  said  to  him  expressly,  ^'It  10  wi 
given  you  for  any  thine  yon  are  to  do,  but  for 
what  yon  have  done.** '  His  Lordship,  he  said, 
behaved  in  die  handsomest  manner.    He  re* 
peated  the  words  twice,  that  be  might  be  mn 
Johnson  heard  them,  and  thus  set  his  mind 
perfectly  at  ease.  This  nobleman,  who  hss  he<n 
so  virulently  abused,  acted  with  great  hoooor 
in  this  instance,  and  displayed  a  mind  trvly 
liberal.     A  ininister.  of  a  more  narrow  uA 
selfish  disposition  would  have  availed  him^ 
of  such  an  opportunity  to  fix  aa  implied  obli- 
gation on  a  man  tif  Johnson's  powennl  tskati 
to  ffive  him  his  support.' 

Mr.  Murphy^  and  the  late  Mr.  Sberidsa 
severally  contended  ftr  the  diatiDclion  of  har* 


eonduet  00  tbia  orraiinn,  wMi  Ma 
peuttomer, —  Caoasn. 

*  Tbit  la  not  correc^     Kr.  Itofby 
dittinctloa**  with  Mr.  SiMldaa.   89  d 
first  •uneatkio  la  Lord  Loattiboroagtk,  %at  tW  ftrtf  wcM 
from  hia  lordahfp  to  Jolmaen.      Ma  ww*  are :~' I'M 


■at  -cooleat  aa 

ad.«WMw.fM«dil 


•ellfr,  he  did  nut  know  but  bit  beneeoleno  aalghc  be  ( 
with  a  folio  on  hia  he«l.  He  deairvd  tbo  Mitbor  »t  r*^ 
Memotra  to  undertake  the  task.  Tllla  wittei  tbtvtc*"!  (bi 
oppnrtunitj  of  doinf  ao  much  rood  tbe  moat  bapf  r  r  '  '«^ 
In  hU  life,  fie  went,  without  drUf .  to  tbe  ebaMbert  -.  tM 
Inner  Temple  Lane,  whicb.  In  fbct.  were  tbe  aN«*  ^ 
•  retcbednra*.    Bj  alow  aod  aCndlea 


ing  been  tbe  fint  who  mentioDed  to  Mr.  Wed- 
derburne  that  Johnaon  onglit  to  have  a  pension. 
Wheo  I  spoke  of  thia  to  X«ord  Looghhoroiigh, 
Ynbin^  to  know  if  he  recollected  the  prime 
morer  in  the  buaneoSf  he  said,  '^AU  his  mends 
MBited  :**  and  when  I  told  hiin  that  Mr.  She- 
ndaa  ftrenoooslj  asserted  his  claim  to  it,  his 
LoWp  said, "« He  rang  the  hell.**  And  it  k 
but  just  to  add,  that  Mr.  Sheridan  told  me, 
tbal  when  he  commnnicated  to  Dr.  Johnson 
tint  a  pension  was  to  be  granted  him,  he  re* 
pficd  in  1  fenroor  of  sratitude,  ^  The  English 
lugaa|edoes  not  afford  me  terms  adequate 
to  mj  feelings  on  this  occasion.  I  must  nave 
rcooane  to  3ie  French.  I  amvhUirS  with  his 
Maie9tj*s  goodness.**  When  1  repeated  this 
to  Dr.  J<dinson,  he  did  not  contradict  it 

His  definitiona  of  pennon  and  pentiomer^ 
pntW  founded  on  the  satirical  Yerses  of  Pope, 
vtich  he  quotes,  ma j  be  generallr  true ;  and 
yA  enrj  tiodj  must  allow,  that  there  may  be, 
ud  hsTe  been,  instances  of  pensions  given  and 
reemd  upon  liberal  and  nonourable  terms. 
Hios,  then,  it  is  clear,  that  there  was  nothing 
inconsistent  or  humiliating  in  Johnson*s  ac- 
<:epting  of  a  pension  so  uneonditionallj  and  so 
iioaoarablj  offered  to  him. 

fiut  I  shall  not  detain  my  readers  lonser  bj 
taj  words  of  my  own,  on  a  subject  on  which  X 
an  hapfStj  enabled,  hj  the  &vonr  of  the  £ari 
of  Bote,  to  present  them  with  what  Johnson 
^ioKlf  wrote;  his  Lordship  baring  been 
piessed  to  oommimicate  to  me  a  copy  of  the 
^ottowing  letter  to  his  late  father,  wnich  does 
mt  honour  both  to  the  writer,  and  to  the 
viUe  person  to  whom  it  is  addrened :  — 

JOHKSON  TO  THE  EARL  OF  BUTE. 

**  Joly  90. 17GS. 

*Mt  Loaov— When  the  bills  >  were  yesterday 
^^nnd  to  me  by  Mr.  Wedderburoe,  I  was  in- 
^>nKd  bj  him  of  tbe  future  fiiTOun  which  his 
^jestj  has,  by  your  Lordship's  recommeDdation, 
been  iodueed  to  intend  for  me. 

*  BoQoty  always  rcceiTcs  part  of  its  Talue  from 


a  loag  paiSM :  ha  askad  If  U 

?  He  fall  Into  a  profound  meditation, 

^kii  ovn  dtihritioD  of  a  pen«ioDer  occnrred  to  him.    He 

m  laid,  «that  ha,  al  least,  did  aaC  eoBM  trithln  the  dcS- 

^^'   He  deslfed  to  meet  next  daf.  and  dine  at  tlM  Mitre 

^vn-   At  that  mm  King  he  gare  up  all  his  icruplet.    On 

"•fcOofviif  4m  Lord  Looshbofough  eoadocted  him  to  the 

twiofBote."    JfoypAy.p.dS.— Cvoaia. 

jktet  aot  a|ipear  what  Mb  thew  were;    ortdeotlr 

^Mfent  dittinct  from  tbe  penilon,  jet  prohably  of  the 

^  wart,  aa  the  worSi  "/Warr  favoon  **  leem  to  hnplf 

^  (hen  had  faaaa  aoaia^reiral  fhvoor —  Caoaaa. 

*  "TlM  addition  of  thrte  bondrcd  pounda  a  jrear,  to  what 

I  vaa  able  lo  cam  bj  tlie  onUoarr  exerciae  of  bfi 

laiaed  him  to  a  state  of  eomparstive  aMuence,  and 

*rttd  Um  the  means  of  assisting  many  whose  real  or  pre- 

»bM  vials  bad  Itamcrly  excited  his  compassion.    He  now 

"^xaad  a  rale  which  lie  often  recommcDdcd  to  Ids  flrlends, 

L«wp  to  fo  abroad  witb  some  loose  money  to  give  to  beggars, 

^)taff  tbtrdn.  thooah  certainly  without  intending  It,  that 

(^  bat  wtak  man.  eM  Mr.  Wbiaton,  wbom  1  have  seen 

^^^^hotiiw,  ia  tike  atreets,  money  to  beggars  on  each  hand 

Ijom.  tttl  bis  pocket  was  nearly  exhausted.'*— AnpAtas. 

^  A*ad  tbe  poor  aa  I  nerer  yet  saw  anyone  else  do.  with 

*^B»«  desire  to  make  them  happy.    What  signifles,  says 

r"^  «e,  giiing  halfpence  to  common  beggars  ?   they  only 

5^*  VI  to  gin  or  tofeHacea   *Aod  why  (says  Johnson)  should 

*:  V  denied  soch  sweeteners  of  their  existence  ?    it  is 

^^*wy  arage  to  refuse  them  er^y  possible  arenue  to 


the  mamicr  in  which  it  Is  bestowed :  your  Lord- 
ship^ kindneis  includes  eiery  circumstance  that  can 
gratify  delicacy,  or  cnfocoe  obligatioii.  You  haTo 
coofawed  your  lavours  on  a  man  who  has  neither 
alliance  nor  intcrestt  who  has  not  merited  them  by 
serrices,  nor  courted  them  by  officiousness;  you 
have  spared  him  the  shame  of  solicitatiao»  and  the 
anxiety  of  suspense. 

"  What  has  been  thus  elegantly  given,  will,  I 
hope^  not  be  reproachfully  enjoyed ;  I  shall  endea- 
vour to  gire  your  Lordship  the  only  reeompenee 
which  generoaity  desiresi  —  the  gratification  of 
finding  that  your  beaafiis  are  not  improperly  be* 
stowed.  I  am,  my  Lord»  your  Lordship's  most 
obliged,  most  obedicnt»  and  most  humble  senrant, 

*<SaM.  Johnson.  "* 

This  year  his  friend,  Sir  Joshna  Reynolds, 

Sid  a  Tisit  of  some  weeks  to  his  native  county* 
evonshire,  in  which  be  was  accompanied  hj 
Johnson,  who  was  much  pleased  with  this 
jaunt,  and  declared  he  had  derived  from  it  a 
greal  acoeasion  of  new  ideas.  He  was  enter- 
tained at  the  seats  of  several  noblemen  and 
gentlemen  in  the  west  of  England  ' ;  but  the 
greatest  part  of  this  time  waa  passed  at  Ply- 
mouth, where  the  magnificence  of  the  navy, 
the  ship-boilding  and  all  its  circumstances, 
afibrdea  him  a  grand  subject  of  contemplation. 
The  Commissioner  of  the  Dock-yard  [Uaptain 
Francis  Rogers]  paid  him  the  compliment  of 
ordering  the  yacbt  to  convey  him  and  his 
friend  to  the  £ddystone,  to  which  they  accord- 
ingly sailed.  But  the  weather  was  so  tempestu- 
oos  that  they  could  not  land. 

Reynolds  and  he  were  at  this  time  the  guests 
of  Dr.  Mudge,  the  celebrated  surgeon,  and 
now  {Aysician,  of  that  plsce,  not  more  distin- 
guished for  quickness  of  parts  and  variety  of 
knowledge,  than  loved  and  esteemed  for  his 
amiaUe  manners^ ;  and  here  Johnson  formed 
an  acquaintance  with  Dr.  Mudge*8  father,  that 
very  eminent  divine,  the  Rev..  Zachariah  Mudre, 
Plrebendary  of  Exeter,  who  was  idolised  in  uie 
west,  both  for  his  excellence  as  a  preacher  and 
the  uniform  perfect  propriety  of  his  private 


Ceasore,  redioned  too  coarse  for  our  own  acceptance.  Life 
a  ptU  which  none  of  ns  can  bear  to  swallow  without  gilding : 
yet  Ibr  the  poor  w«  delight  In  stripping  it  still  barer,  and 
are  not  tiiH^f**^  to  show  eren  visible  displeasure,  if  ever  the 
bitter  taste  Is  taken  from  their  months.*  In  porsoance  of 
these  pilnripleB  he  onraed  whole nasu  ef  people  in  his  bouse. 


the  lameLthe  blind,  the  steh,  and  the  sorrowful  found 
reat  nom 


all  the  evils  whence  his  little  Income 
**Wben  Yisitfaig  UchSeld, 
towards  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  he  was  accustomed,  on  his 
aniral,  to  deposit  with  Mia  Porter  as  much  cash  as  would 
pay  his  Mtpensas  back  to  London.  He  could  not  trust  hlro« 
self  with  his  own  money,  as  he  felt  himself  unable  to  resist 
the  tmportnnity  of  the  numerous  claimants  on  his  bene- 
Tolence.**~iranfOiod.—  CaoKia. 

s  At  oae  of  these  seats  Dr.  Amyat,  physician  in  London, 
told  me  he  happened  to  meet  him.  In  order  to  amuie  him 
till  dinner  should  be  ready,  he  waa  taken  out  to  walk  in 
tbe  garden.  The  master  of  the  house,  thinking  It  proper 
to  introduce  something  scientific  Into  the  conrersatioo, 
addressed  him  thus:  **  Are  you  a  botanist,  Dr.  Johnson  ?** 
'*  No.  Sir,  (answered  Johnion)  1  am  not  a  botanist ;  and, 
(alluding,  no  doubt,  to  his  near-aigfatedneis,)  should  I  wish 
to  become  abotanlat,  I  must  flrst  turn  myself  into  a  reptile." 
— BoewaLL. 

*  Dr.  John  Mndfe  died  in  1 791.  He  was  the  father  of 
(Lionel  Willlara  Mudge,  distinguished  by  his  trigonome- 
trical surrey  of  England  and  Wales,  carried  on  by  order  of 
the  Ordnance — Waiowr. 
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conduct.  He  preached  a  sermon  purposely 
that  Johnson  might  hear  him;  and  we  shall 
see  afterwards  that  Johnson  honoured  his 
memory  by  drawing  his  character.*  While 
Johnson  was  at  Plymouth,  he  saw  a  great  many 
of  its  inhabitants,  and  was  not  sparing  of  his 
very  entertaining  conversation.  It  was^  here 
that  he  made  Uiat  frank  and  truly  original 
confession,  that  "  ignorance,  cure  ignorance," 
was  the  cause  of  a  wrong  acfinition  in  his 
Dictionary  of  the  word  pasteniy  to  the  no  small 
surprise  of  the  lady  who  put  the  Question  to 
him ;  who,  having  the  most  profound  reverence 
for  his  character,  so  as  almost  to  suppose  him 
endowed  with  infallibility,  expected  to  hear 
an  explanation  (of  what,  to  be  sure,  seemed 
strange  to  a  common  reader,)  drawn  from  some 
deep-ieamed  source  with  which  she  was  unac- 
quainted. 

Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  to  whom  I  was  obli^^ed 
for  my  information  concerning  this  excursion, 
mentions  a  very  characteristical  anecdote  of 
Johnson  while  at  Plymouth.   Having  observed, 
that  in  consequence  of  the  Dock-yard  a  new 
town  had  arisen  about  two  miles  off  as  a  rival 
to  the  old ;  and  knowing  from  his  sagacity,  and 
just  observation  of  human  nature,  that  it  is 
certain,  if  a  man  hates  at  all,  he  will  hate  his 
next  neighbour;  he  concluded  that  this  new 
and  rising  town  could  not  but  excite  the  envy 
and  jealousy  of  the  old,  in  which  conjecture  he 
W.1S  very  soon  confirmed ;  he  therefore  set  him- 
self resolutely  on  the  side  of  the  old  town,  the 
established  town,  in  which  his  lot  was  cast,  con- 
sidering it  as  a  kind  of  duty  to  stand  by  it.   He 
accordingly  entered  warmly  into  its  interests, 
and  upon  every,  occasion  tuked  of  the  Dockers, 
as  the  inhabitants  of  the  new  town  were  called, 
as  upstarts  and  aliens.    Plymouth  is  very  plen- 
tifully supplied  with  water  by  a  river  brought 
into  It  from  a  great  distance,  which  is  so  abun- 
dant that  it  runs  to  waste  in  the  town.    The 
Dock,  or  New-town,  being  totally  destitute  of 
water,  petitioned  Plymouth  that  a  small  por- 
tion of  the  conduit  might  be  permitted  to  go 
to  them,  and  this  was  now  under  consideration. 
Juhn<ton,  affecting  to  entertain  the  passions  of 
the  place,  was  violent  in  opposition ;  and  half 
laughinff  at  himself  for  nis  pretended  zeal, 
where  he  had  no  concern,  exclaimed,  "No, 
no!  I  am  against  the  Dockers;  I  am  a  Ply- 
mouth-man.   Rogues  !   let  them  die  of  thirst. 
Th(»y  shall  not  have  a  drop  I  "  * 

Lord  ^iacartney  obligingly  favoured  me  with 
a  cony  of  the  following  letter,  in  his  own  hand- 
writ  iujj:,  from  tlie  original,  which  was  found, 
by  the  present  Earl  of  Bute,  among  his  father's 
pa|)er8. 

1   Sr**  pntt.  M»rrh.  17*!.     "  I  ha?^  h«^?tl   Sir  Jo«h'n  ilf»- 

(l»fi-.  th  tl  Mr    Z    Mii.l«c  w.w.  in  hi«  oji-niiin.  ihr  «iv*t  rn,in 


JOHNSON  TO  THE  EARL  OF  BUTE. 

'*  Temple  Lane.  Kor.  3. 17G2. 

•'  Mr  Loan,  —  That  generosity,  by  which  I  wm 
recommended  to  the  favour  of  his  Mij«ty,  will  not 
be  offended  at  a  solicitation  necessary  to  make  that 
favour  permanent  and  effectual. 

"The  pension  appointed  to  be  paid  me  at 
Michaelmas  I  have  not  received,  and  know  not 
where  or  from  whom  I  am  to  ask  it.  I  beg,  there' 
fore,  that  your  Lordship  will  be  pleased  to  supply 
Mr.  Wedderbume  with  such  directions  as  may  he 
necessary,  which,  I  believe,  his  friendship  will  male 
him  think  it  no  trouble  to  convey  to  me. 

**  To  interrupt  your  Lordship,  at  a  time  like  this, 
with  such  petty  difficulties,  is  improper  and  uu- 
seasonable ;  but  your  knowledge  of  the  world  Um 
long  since  taught  you,  that  every  man's  affj.rN 
however  little,  are  important  to  himselfl  ll^M-rr 
man  hopes  that  he  shall  escape  neglect;  and  vith 
reason  may  every  man,  whose  vices  do  not  prcclutA' 
his  claim,  eipect  favour  from  that  bcneficcnc' 
which  has  been  extended  to,  my  Lord,  your  Luru- 
ship's  most  obliged  and  most  humble  servant, 

*<Sasc  Johxson." 

JOHNSON  TO  BARETTI, 
M  MUan, 

♦^London.  Dec.^l.I7••^ 

«« Sia,  —  You  are  not  to  suppow,  with  all }  ■'' 
conviction  of  my  idleness  that  I  have  pa^soii  yW 
this  time  without  writing  to  ray  Baretti.  I  ga^*'* 
letter  to  Mr.  Beauclerk,  who  in  my  opinion,  ar*:  ii 
his  own,  was  hastening  to  Naples  for  the  recovery  uf 
his  health ;  but  he  has  stopiMKi  at  Paris,  and  1  kr  >« 
not  when  he  will  proceed.    Langton  is  with  him 

•*  I  will  not  trouble  you  with  speculations  al«  ^''• 
peace  and  war.  The  good  or  ill  success  of  luit.i* 
and  embassies  extends  itself  to  a  very  small  pjr*  •' 
domestic  life :  we  all  have  good  and  evil,  which  y< 
feel  more  sensibly  than  our  petty  part  of  po  ' ' 
miscarriage  or  prosperity.  I  am  sorry  for  y  ' 
disappointment,  witli  which  you  seem  more  touc  v . 
than  I  should  expect  a  man  of  your  resolution  j:>  • 
experience  to  have  been,  did  I  not  know  ibat  geri :  '> 
truths  are  seldom  applied  to  particular  occas»  '■'• 
and  that  the  fallacy  of  our  self-love  extends  it^^J  i- 
wide  as  our  interest  or  affections.  Every  man  '  «• 
lieves  that  mistresses  are  unfaithful,  and  |'-vtr  '.* 
capricious;  but  he  excepts  his  own  mistress,  ai^i  '••* 
own  patron.  We  have  all  learned  that  gT«*tnt-'  » 
negligent  and  contemptuous,  and  that  in  courts  <'• 
is  often  languished  away  in  ungratified  eipt'cui  ■ 
bnt  he  thai  approaches  greatness,  or  glitter^  t  •  | 
court,  imagines  that  destiny  has  at  last  cicn^l'"' 
him  from  the  common  lot. 

•*  Do  not  let  such  evils  overwhelm  you  si  «h'  •»- 
sands  have  suffered,  and  thousands  have  ^• 
mounted  ;  but  turn  your  thoughts  with  vipj<-'  '*' 
some  other  plan  of  life,  and  keep  always  \i\y^^ 
mind,  that,  with  due  submission  to  Pfoviut-ri*"-  * 
man  of  genius  has  bein  seldom  ruined  but  bi  1  ■•'^ 

Z»'-h.iriah  Miultf#».  iinii  one  of  Ch^nlrfy"*  brrt  N  ♦'♦  »   "     *^ 
/.I/*,  n    of  It   into   mirfU*  ;    ImiI   <•!   a  mrttiumrr     '  '  ^ 


I,  ,  s.  flu  i)»,  ji\  ,\  v^rttton  a  ik«'trh  of  lii«  li'**  aw\  <Ij  ir*«  'ft 
.     \   ft,  .>f  .      Iiioini*  Mii»l/i'.  thi"  r«-l«'i>r  lU-d  »  a'rh-»»' 4k»T 
t't    I  l<*''t     "^'fCit     who   in  4il«     rf>Mol»li*r  ,1  !«♦    itujirim-tiw  •  •«    "'i 
t  M  <■  k'  ■  p  r «.  .1     '  w  r«i*«'  ••■ttT.il  (n'm-hl  'tj  ici    tli.it    .i  (•  .  ■  ♦, 
«  ^>  .ii»  '♦'  «T  ►«»  •  ">'   ^Ir.  Z.u  'i  tri    It  Mu  itf**        ll»'  "ti<*«t  I  I   :  7  'I 
^i'MuKkS.     U.if  ol  U<-)tiula»'t  t>  tl  p<irtr*it»  it  .i  hcAil  of 


»  Air.,  till  «if  mlnf»  onr"  hrird  him.  tliirjnff  ih  •  • 
rl.iim  *  tl  the  iittro.t   i.h.n.nn-.  "  I  inifc  *  '^     ^ 
lit  \kn\  ^^      iJi.i  u  iiif»  al  •urdly  enuajsh  ^alli-u  i 
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xlf.    Your  patron's  weakne«  or  insensibility  will 

finally  do  Tou  little  hurt,  if  he  is  not  assisted  by 

your  own  passions.     Of  your  lore  I  know  not  the 

propriety,  nor  can  estimate  the  power ;  but  in  love, 

ts  in  erery  other  paauon   of  which   hope  is  the 

tnence,  we  ought  always  to  remember  the  uncer- 

tiioty  of  events.     There  is,  indeed,  nothing  that  so 

much  seduces  reason  from  vigilance,  as  the  thought 

of  psssing  life  with  an  amiable  woman  ;  and  if  all 

voold  happen  that  a  lover  frneies,   I  know  not 

vktt  other  terrestrial  happiness  would  deserve  pur- 

ait    But  love  and  marriage  are  different  states. 

Those  who  are  to  suffer  the  evils  together,  and  to 

siffer  often  for  the  sake  of  one  another,  aoon  lose 

that  tenderness  of  look,  and  that  benevolence  of 

niod,  which  arose  from  the  participation  of  un- 

BDBgtcd  pleasure  and  successive  amusement.     A 

voman,  we  are  sure,  will  not  be  always  fair  ;  we 

ire  ooc  sure  she  will  always  be  virtuous  :  and  man 

esQoot  retain  through  life  that  respect  and  assiduity 

hj  vhich  he  pleases  for  a  day  or  for  a  mootlu     X 

da  Dot,  however,  pretend  to  have  discovered  that 

Iif«  has  any  thing  more  to  be  desired  than  a  pm* 

(lot  snd  virtttotts   marriage ;  therefore  know  not 

viiat  eoonsel  to  give  you« 

**  If  you  can  quit  your  imaginadon  of  love  and 
CRatstts,  and  leave  your  hopes  of  preferment  and 
bridal  raptures  to  try  once  more  the  fortune  of 
Ifientare  and  industry,  the  way  through  France  is 
Bov  open.  We  ffatter  ourselves  tliat  we  shall 
coldrate,  with  great  diligence,  the  arts  of  peace  ; 
>  8&d  every  man  will  be  welcome  among  us  who  can 
1  tach  tts  any  thing  we  do  not  know.  For  your 
?Kt  you  will  find  all  your  old  friends  willing  to 
nseiTeyou. 

"  Reynolds  still  continues  to  increase  in  reputa- 
p9Q  sad  in  riches.  Miss  Williams,  who  very  much 
jnn  you,  goes  on  in  the  old  way.  Miss  Cotterel 
acri])  vith  Mrs.  Porter.  Miss  Charlotte  b  mar- 
r«l  to  Dean  Lewis,  and  has  three  children.  Mr, 
Urttt  has  married  a  street-walker.  But  the 
,  ?2Rte  of  my  oarration  must  now  arrive  to  tell 
▼30,  that  Batburst  went  physician  to  the  army,  and 
^  at  the  Havannah. 

"I  know  not  whether  I  have  not  sent  you  word 
*ut  Huggins'  and  Bichardson  are  both  dead. 
^^  ve  see  our  enemies  and  friends  gliding  away 
^Jrt  IK,  let  us  not  forget  that  we  are  subject  to 
^  pnenl  lajr  of  mortality,  and  shall  soon  be 
*^^  our  doom  will  be  filed  for  ever.  I  pray 
^  to  bless  you,  and  am.  Sir,  your  most  affeo- 
^'t>si*t«  humble  servant,  Sam,  Johmsok. 

•Write 


the  translator  of  Arlofto.  Hts  enmity  to 
■B<c)  lad  JoboMia  viO  be  explained  by  the  following  ex- 
t*-^  Tm  a  MS.  fetter  of  Dr.  Warton  to  bla  brother,  dated 
^%4adt.  Aptil  9B.  1795 :  — 

'  H>  HoQioa)  abuses  Baretti  Infernally,  and  layt  that  be 

'*^  knt  Bvettt  a  gold  watch,  and  could  nerer  get  it 

I  <-'^4rAi;  that  after  ntiaay  excuses  Baretti  skulked,  and 

■  '"^  M  ViMiw  to  write  to  Mr.  Haggloa  a  suppliant  letter ; 

I  U  :-u  letter  stopped  Hugglns  awhile,  while  Baretti  got  a 

I  >^;Um  fron  the  SArdlniaa  Bsnbasaador ;  and  that,  at  last, 

*^  ms  difieohj,  the  watch  was  got  from  a  pawnbroker's, 

'  «;<''ai  B0«tci  b«i  aold  IL    What  a  strange  itury,  and  how 

.  4-a  ta  be  believed  1    Banins  wanted  to  get  an  appro- 

•  •K^ffhis  tnuttladoa  from^ihnson  ;  bat  Johnson  woald 

'  ^  '^00^  Httggina  saja  'twas  only  to  get  money  from  him. 

^r^n  all  be  laya  that  Baretti  wanted  to  poison  Croker. 

» ifTit  meum  or  other,  Joboioo  must  know  this  story  of 

ItfisB  hai  beea  snplofed  by  Hoggins  to  rerise  his  trans* 

.  *'^-  Tbe  penosi  whom  Huul^  accused  Baretti  of  an 

"*^  ta  J  nil  on,  wm  the  BeTTTemple  Henry  Croker,  the 


[JOHNSON  TO  MISS  REYNOLDS* 

**  21st  Dec.  176S. 

**  Dkae  Madam,  —  If  Mr.  Mudge  should  make 
the  offer  you  mention,  I  shall  certainly  comply 
with  it,  but  I  cannot  offer  myself  unasked.'  1  am 
much  pleased  to  find  myself  so  much  esteemed  by 
a  man  whom  I  so  much  esteem. 

*<  Mr.  Tolcher  *  is  here ;  full  of  life,  full  of  Ulk, 
and  full  of  enterprise.  To  see  brisk  young  fellows 
of  seventy-fotir,  is  very  surpridng  to  those  who 
begin  to  suspect  themselves  of  growing  old. 

**  You  may  tell  at  Torrington  that  whatever  thej 
may  think,  I  have  not  forgot  Mr.  Johuson^s  widow', 
nor  school  •—  Mr.  Johnson's  salmon  ~->  nor  Dr. 
Morison*s  Idler.  For  the  widow  I  shall  apply 
very  soon  to  the  Bishop  of  Brutol,  who  ia  now 
sick.  The  salmon  I  cannot  yet  learn  any  hope 
of  making  a  profitable  scheme,  for  where  I  have 
inquired,  which  was  where  I  think  the  information 
very  faithful,  I  was  told  that  dried  salmon  may  be 
bought  in  London  for  a  penny  a  pound ;  but  I 
shall  not  yet  drop  the  search. 

'*  For  the  school,  a  sister  of  Miss  Carwithen*s 
has  offered  lierself  to  Miss  Williams,  who  sent  her 
to  Mr.  Re}'nolds,  where  the  business  seems  to  have 
stopped.  Miss  Williams  thinks  her  well  qualiGed, 
and  I  am  told  she  is  a  woman  of  elegant  manners, 
and  of  a  lady-like  appearance.  Mr.  Reynolds 
must  be  written  to,  for,  as  she  knows  more  of  him 
than  of  me,  she  will  probably  choose  rather  to 
treat  with  him. 

**  Dr.  Morison's  Books  shall  be  sent  to  him  with 
my  sincere  acknowledgements  of  all  his  civilities. 

**  I  am  going  for  a  few  days  or  weeks  to  Oxford, 
that  I  may  free  myself  from  a  cough,  which  is 
sometimes  very  violent;  however,  if  you  design 
me  the  &vour  of  any  more  letters,  do  not  let  the 
uncertainty  of  my  abode  hinder  you,  for  they  will 
be  sent  after  me,  and  be  very  gladly  received  by, 
Madam,  your  most  obliged  humble  servant, 

<*  Sam.  JoBKsoir. 

JOHNSON  TO  GEORGE  STRAHAN, 

At  School 

"  19th  Feb.  [1763.] 
**  DcAK  GioaoK, —  I  am  glad  that  you  have 
found  the  benefit  of  confidence,  and  hope  you  will 
never  want  a  friend  to  whom  you  may  safely  dis- 
close any  painful  secret  The  state  of  your  mind 
you  had  not  so  concealed  but  that  it  was  suspected 
at  home ;  which  I  mention,  that  if  any  hint  should 
be  given  you,  it  may  not  be  imputed  to  me,  who 


author  of  several  works,  and  amongst  others  of  a  translation 
of  Ariosto's  Orlando,  published  in  1765,  and  of  his  Satires,  hi 
17ii(l.  —CaoKsa. 

*  Sir  Joshua's  sister,  for  whom  Johnson  had  a  particular 
affection,  and  to  whom  he  wrote  many  letters  which  I  hare 
seen,  and  which  I  am  sorry  her  too  nice  delicacy  will  not 

Ermit  to  be  published  ->  Boswbll.  One  was  added  by 
r.  Malone,  aoMt,  July  91.  1781,  and  several  others  —  of 
which  this  la  the  first— hare  been  communicated  to  me,  and 
will  appear  In  the  course  of  the  work.  Of  Miss  Reynolds, 
Johnson  thought  so  highly,  that  he  once  said  to  Mrs.  Piozsi, 
**  I  never  knew  but  one  mind  which  would  bear  a  micro- 
scopical examination,  and  that  is  dear  Miss  Reynolds's,  and 
hers  ts  very  near  to  purity  itself.*'  —  Caoass. 
>  To  be  a  godfather Miss  RsTNOLDa. 

*  An  alderman  of  Plymouth,  he  to  whom  Johnson  had 
exclaimed,  in  his  mock  enthusiasm,  "  /  Mate  a  Docker.**  -. 
Caoaaa. 

*  A  clergyman's  widow  —  to  procure  a  pension  for  her.  -^ 
Miss  Rsynolds. 


180 


BOSWELL'S  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


1763. 


hftTt  told  Bofthiog  but  to  jouneU,  wbo  bod  told 
more  than  yoo  intended. 

**  I  hope  yoo  ned  more  of  Nepos,  or  of  some 
other  book,  tbeo  you  eonstrue  to  Mr.  Bright  The 
more  booko  jon  look  into  for  year  entertainment, 
with  the  gteeter  verirty  of  fiylo  you  will  mekc 
youieelf  ocqttoiated.  Tomer  1  do  not  know;  hot 
think  that  ifGUrkbebeMecfeoeboiidohongeit, 
Ibr  I  ihall  never  be  wiUiog  that  yoo  ibould  trouble 
youfielf  with  men  thao  one  book  to  learn  the 
govcrmoent  of  wordi.  What  book  that  om  thidi 
be,  Mr.  Bright  most  determine.  Be  but  dUtgent 
in  reading  end  writing,  and  doubt  not  of  tbe  eno- 
ceaa>  Be  plemed  to  make  my  eompUmenla  to  Mia 
Aige  and  the  gcBlleBfieik  lam*  dear  Sir,  youn 
aflMoaaftely*  Sax.  Jomnov.** 

— JloM  atss. 

JOHNSON  TO  OEORGC  8TRAHAN. 

«»th  March.  1768. 

**  Dexa  SiKf^^Tou  did  not  Tcry  soon  answer 
■y  letter,  and  therefore  cannot  complain  that  I 
make  no  great  haste  to  answer  yours.  I  am  well 
enough  satisfied  with  the  proficiency  that  you 
make,  and  hope  thai  you  wUt  not  relax  the  vigour 
of  your  diligence.  I  hope  you  begin  now  to  see 
that  all  is  possible  wbieb  was  prolbssed.  Learning 
18  a  wide  field,  but  six  years  spent  in  dose  appli- 
eation  are  a  kmg  time ;  and  I  am  still  of  opinion, 
that  if  you  continue  to  consider  knowled^  as  the 
most  pLmsiog  and  desirable  of  alt  aequisitions,  and 
do  not  suffer  your  course  to  be  interrupted,  you 
OMiy  take  your  degree  not  only  without  deficiency, 
but  with  great  distinction. 

"  Tou  must  still  continue  to  write  Latin.  This 
is  the  most  difficult  part,  indeed  the  only  part  that 
is  ycry  difficult  of  your  undertaking.  If  you  can 
exemplify  the  rules  of  syntai,  I  know  not  whether 
it  will  be  worth  while  to  trouble  yourself  with  any 
more  translations^  You  will  more  Increase  your 
number  of  words,  and  advance  your  skill  in  phrase- 
ology, by  making  a  short  theme  or  two  every  day ; 
and  when  you  have  construed  properly  a  stated 
number  of  vvrsss,  it  will  be  pleasing  to  go  from 
reading  to  compoation,  and  from  composition  to 
reading.  But  do  not  be  very  particular  about 
method ;  any  method  will  do,  if  there  be  but  dili- 
gence. Let  me  know,  if  you  pleaae,  onee  a  week 
what  you  are  doing.  I  am,  dear  George^  your 
humble  servant,  S^m.  Jorxsoh.** 

JOHNSON  TO  MISS  PORTER. 

*^  April  12.1368. 
**  Mt  jy^AM^  — Tlie  newspaper  has  informed  me 
of  the  death  of  Captain  Porter.  I  know  not  what 
to  si^  to  yoiv  eondoleDt  or  consolatory,  beyond  the 
common  ooouderations  which  I  suppose  yon  hove 
ppopoaed  to  others,  and  know  how  to  apply  to  your- 
seK  In  all  affliotiona  tbe  first  relief  ia  to  be  asked 
of  God. 

&  •*  TO  THB  QUBBK. 

**  Vaoam, — To  SDprMch  the  high  and  niaHrfoat  has  been 
io  all  aset  the  privilefB  of  poets ;  ami  thoagh  tnmslaiori 
cannotTuttly  claim  the  tame  honoar,  y«c  tl»«f  naturallT 
follow  their  aotbort  as  atomdanbi ;  and  I  hope  thai  hi  return 
for  having  eoaMed  Tasao  to  dlflhse  hit  feme  through  the 
BrWah  domlnlona,  I  may  be  Introduced  by  bira  to  the  pre- 
lenoe  of  7oar  M^eity. 

**  TaMo  haa  a  peculiar  cUim  to  yonr  Msietty't  favoer»  as 
fbllower  and  paocgyrlit  of  the  house  of  Bste,  vbieh  haa  one 
common  ancestor  with  the  house  of  Hanover ;  and  in  revtew- 
Ing  his  life,  It  Is  not  easy  to  forbear  a  wish  that  he  had  lived 
to  a  happier  time,  when  he  might  among  tlie  decendanta  of- 


**  I  wiah  to  be  informed  in  what  oondition  ]Pou] 
brother's  death  has  left  your  fortune ;  if  he  has  be- 
queathed you  oompeienco  or  plenty,  I  shall  sioceicl; 
n^oice ;  if  you  are  in  any  distreas  or  difficulty,  1 
will  endeavour  to  make  what  I  have,  or  what  1 
can  get,  suffieient  ibr  us  both.  I  am.  Madam, 
yours  affectionately*  Sam.  Jonvsox." 

MSSL 


JOHNSON  TO  6£ORG£  STBAHAK 

*lMlAprll.l7«L 

**  DsAn  Stn,— Your  aeeennt  of  ycnir  proficissee 
ia  more  nearly  equal,  I  find,  to  my  expectatiom 
than  yonr  own.  Yoo  are  angry  Aat  a  theme  on 
which  you  took  so  much  pain  was  at  last  a  kind 
of  EngBsb  Latin;  what  could  yoo  expect  more? 
If  at  the  end  of  seven  years  yfm  write  good  Latin, 
you  will  excel  moat  ot  your  contemporaries :  Sen- 
bendo  discee  aeribere.  It  is  only  by  writing  iH 
that  you  can  attain  to  wiite  weH.  Be  bat  dihgeot 
and  constant,  and  make  no  doobt  of  sneeesa. 

**  I  will  allow  ytm  but  atx  weeks  ftir  Tullj^ 
Oflicca.  Walker*!i  Futidea  I  woold  not  have  you 
trouble  yourself  to  learn  at  all  by  heart,  but  h>ok  in 
it  from  time  to  time,  and  ol»erve  his  notes  and  re> 
marks,  and  see  how  they  are  exempfified.  The  trans- 
lation from  Clark's  history  will  improve  you,  snd  I 
would  have  you  continue  it  to  the  end  of  the  book. 

**  I  hope  you  read  by  the  way  at  loose  hours 
other  books,  though  you  do  not  mention  tbem; 
for  no  time  n  to  be  lost ;  and  what  can  be  done 
with  a  master  is  but  a  small  part  of  the  whole.  1 
would  have  you  now  and  then  try  at  some  English 
verses.  When  you  find  that  you  have  mistaken 
any  thing,  review  the  passage  carefully,  and  settle 
it  in  your  mind. 

**  Be  pleased  to  make  my  compliments,  sod 
those  of  Mias  Williams,  to  all  our  frieoda    I  sm, 
dear  Sir,  yours  most  affectionately, 
—  Jiof  MSS.  Sax.  JonKsov."] 

In  1763  be  furnished  to  **  The  Fbetical  Ca- 
lendar,* published  bj  Fawkes  and  Woty,  a 
character  of  Collins,*  which  he  afterwards 
ingrafted  into  his  entire  Life  of  that  admirable 
poet,  in  the  colleetion  of  Lives  which  he  wrote 
for  the  body  of  English  poetry^  formed  and 
published  by  the  booksellecs  of  London.  Uis 
account  of  the  mdancholj  depression  with 
which  Collins  was  severely  afflicted,  and  which 
brought  him  to  his  grave^  is»  I  think,  one  of 
the  most  tender  and  interesting  paaages  in  the 
whfAe  wmes  of  his  writings.  He  also  favoured 
Mr.  Hoole  witk  the  Dedication  of  his  tnuula* 
tion  of  Taaso  to  the  Queen,*  whidi  is  so  hap- 
pily conceived  and  el^autly  expressed,  that  I 
cannot  but  point  it  out  to  the  peculiar  notice 
of  my  readera.'  ' 


tiMt  Hlustrions  (mOf  have  firaafi  a  mm 

peUtmage.  .^ 

**  I  caanot  bnt  QbMr«a»  Hidsm,  taov  uimiuiBy  rwara  U 

proportioned  to  merit,  when  I  rHIoct  thst  tbe  JMippt^g 


; 


which  WM  withheld  Cram  Tsuo  it  iwmod  for 
that  tho  poem  which  <«Boo  hardlr  proeured  to  lu  eutlior  thS 
couBtenanca  of  th«  prtnct*  of  Pernira.  has  sttrvcisil  to  BS 
traatialor  tne  fkvoumhlo  ooOoo  of  a  Briiith  oimod. 

"  llad  this  been  the  fate  of  TatM.  he  would  have  bw«  am 
to  have  ceUbratMl  the  coodeecenaloa  of  |Our  MMJf^^  "I 
nobler  luiguage,  but  could  not  h»re  fUt  it  wttb  ■>«"^*r°9 
griKttude.  than.  Madam,  your  KiOeMf^  aMMt  AkhfuJ  tail 
devoted  lerfaat,  Joaa  Hout* 
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— Jlfr«u  SluHiiam.^  Mr. 


J}pms,^Mia  Ckmmben  m   TmpU 
Slmir.  —  JDr*  Jamta    Fonfyet, — 

^  CHJkm'a    Batimp    Bnue.  —  The 
QAg  CSUtr^M  Odu.  —  Gra^.^Beluf 
—  Coel-Lam  GkotL  -^  CkwrehiiL 
»  Matteft    "  Ehira,*  —  Scotch 
ofStwdif. 


Iks  ii  to  me  m  monaraUe  yen ;  fbr  in  it  I 
htA  die  hmp^men  to  obtain  the  acquaintance 
of  that  extraordinarj  man  whose  memoin  I 
■B  noir  writing;  an  acauuntance  which  I 
Aall  erer  esteem  as  one  of  the  roost  fortunate 
oreamatances  in  mj  life.  Though  then  but 
tvo  and  twenty,  I  had  for  seyenl  years  read 
his  woorka  with  deGgbt  and  instruction,  and  had 
the  highest  rererence  for  their  author,  which 
had  grown  xsp  in  my  fancy  into  a  kind  of  mTS- 
terioiis  Tencration«  by  l&nring  to  myseir  a 
itifee  of  solemn  derated  abstraction,  in  which 
I  suppoaed  him  to  lire  in  the  immense  metro- 
polb  of  Lcmdon.  Mr.  (jentleman ',  a  native 
tf  Ireiaiid,  who  passed  some  years  in  Scotland 
Si  a  player,  and  as  an  instructor  in  the  En- 
gfiih  langnage,  a  man  whose  talents  and  worth 
voe  depi  eased  by  misfortunes,  had  given  me 
t  lepresentation  of  the  figure  and  manner  of 
DtcTBos  AST  JonrsoH  I  as  he  was  then  caHed  * ; 
sad  daring  my  first  visit  to  London,  which 
vn  Iw  three  months  in  1760,  Mr.  Derrick  the 
poet ',  who  was  Gentleman's  friend  and  conn- 
tmajii,  flattop  me  with  hopes  that  he  would 
acndoee  me  to  Johnson, — an  honour  of  which 
1 VBS  very  ambitious.  But  he  never  found  an 
oppurtmuty;  which  made  me  doubt  that  be 
bad  pnimiaed  to  do  what  was  not  in  his  power; 
t2  iohiMOD  aome  years  aflerwarda  told  me, 
*00Tkk,  Sb;  flug^  very  well  have  intro- 


born  In  17SB*  vaA  edocsttd  to 

oSleer  in  the  ftrni  j.  and  he,  AC 

I  wiwimntnn  to  eh*  wnie  reg  1- 

at  Cb*  PMC*  of  1748,1m  lost  thU 

that  of  tlM  ttafe,  both  «•  aa  aulh«r 

of  wbkb  41d  be  attain  any  emiiMoce. 

;  17S4 ;  baviac.  In  die  Uter  coune  of  hit 

*^  Ch«  hardcbipa  of  a  wandrring  actor, 

or  a  Alendiata  aMhor.**  ~ 


i»  flomaquaoca  of 

mj  fllaatriom  friend  was  oaea  ealled 
^  froMi  Ihac  vouderftil  aohievaaMat  of 
Ua  "Dlctioaarj  of  the  Bngiiib  Lan- 


btch  I  caatem^^ate  wlUi  mora  and 
Beaartfl  hlniMlf  ' 


atooo 


In  hi*  lewknaeM  lo  tha  anew  ore- 
bear  to  admit  that  Sheridan*! 


dueed  you.  I  had  a  kindness  for  Deirick,  and 
am  sorry  he  is  dead." 

In  the  summer  of  1761,  M^.  llkomas  Sheri- 
dan was  at  Edinburgh,  and  delivered  leo* 
tnres  upon  the  English  Langnage  and  PnUio 
Speakinff  to  lam  and  respectable  audiences. 
I  was  (men  in  lus  oompanv,  and  heard  hnn 
frequently  expatiate  upon  «rohnsoii*s  extraor* 
dinary  knowledge,  tBlentl^  and  virtues,  repeat 
his  pointed  sajrings,  describe  hisparticulantieB. 
and  boast  of  bis  neing  his  guest  sometimes  till 
two  or  three  in  the  morning.  At  his  house  I 
hoped  to  have  many  opportunities  of  seeing 
the  sage,  as  Mr.  Sheriaan  obligingly  iMwniiiif 
me  I  should  not  be  disanpointed. 

When  I  returned  to  London  in  the  end  of 
1762,  to  mv  surprise  and  r^ret  I  found  an 
irreconcileable  dmerence  had  taken  place  be- 
tween Johnson  and  Sheridan*  A  pension  of 
two  hundred  pounds  a  vear  had  b^n  given  to 
Sheridan.  Johnson,  who,  as  has  been  alread* 
mentioned,  thought  slightingly  of  Sheridsu^ 
art,  upon  hearine  that  be  was  also  pensioned^ 
exclaimed,  '^Wnat!  have  they  given  him  a 
pension  ?  Then  it  is  time  for  me  to  give  up 
mine.**  Whether  this  proceeded  firom  a  mo- 
mentarr  indignation,  as  if  it  were  an  ai&ont  to 
his  exalted  merit  that  a  player  should  be  re- 
warded in  the  same  manner  with  him,  or  was 
the  sudden  effect  of  a  fit  of  peevishness,  it  was 
uniuckilv  said,  and,  indeeo,  cannot  be  justi- 
fied, mr.  Sheridan's  pension  was  granted  to 
him,  not  as  a  player,  but  as  a  sufferer  in  the 
cause  of  government,  when  he  was  manager  of 
the  Theatre  Royal  in  Ireland,  when  parties  ran 
high  in  1753.^  And  it  must  also  be  allowed 
that  he  was  a  man  of  literature,  and  had  oon- 
siderably  improved  the  arts  of  reading  and 
speaking  with  distinctness  and  propriety. 

Besioes,  Johnson  should  have  recollected  that 
Mr.  Sheridan  taught  pronunciation  to  Mr. 
Alexander  Wedderkrame,  whose  sister  was 
married  to  Sir  Harry  Erskane,  an  intimate 
friend  of  Lord  Bute,  who  was  the  favourite  of 
the  king;  and  surely  the  most  outrageous  Whig 
will  not  nuuntain,  that,  whatever  ought  to  be 
the  principle  in  the  disposal  of  o^Soes,  a  osMum 
ought  never  to  be  granted  from  any  oias  of 
court  connection.   Mr.  Marklin,  indeed,  shared 

meraru  character  had  any  thine  to  do  with  the  peniVm,  aB4 
no  dooM  he  cadeaeovrea  to  aoften  Johaaoa't  teaeatmeal  bjr 
ftring, at  he  dnes  in  the  above  paasage,  tliia  tevoor  apeMKaal 
coltiiar ;  bat  there  aecmt  oo  reaaon  to  beliore  that  Slievldaa'i 
pentloovaa  alTeo  to  him  as  a  aulfcrer  bj  a  plajrhoiae  rleC 
U  waa  |»n>bab!f  graated  (at  ktmc  Him  Imervmm)  oo  the  aHaa 
motive  aa  Johnaoal  own,  namely,  the  dcwa  or  the  Klaf  aad 
Lord  Bute  to  diatlnfuisb  tlie  commencement  of  the  aeir 
reign  by  tlte  patronage  of  Hteratvio.  ladeed,  thia  la  readerad 
alnuMt  certala  b j  varloua  BaMaaai  of  tha  letlera  of  Mn. 
Sheridan  to  Mr.  Whytei  «.«.  *«XoDdDO,  Nov. ».  17SB.-- 
Mr.  Sheridan  la  now,  aa  I  mentioned  to  yoa  Ibnaerly,  boilad 
in  the  Rngltah  Dictionary,  which  be  la  encoaraaad  tojuiiaaa 
with  the  more  alarrky  aa  hia  M^aaty  haa  vovchaaftd  him 
■uch  a  mariL  of  royal  mvour.  I  awiKMO  yoa  have  hoaid  that 
he  haa  granted  him  a  penaioB  of  DO/,  a  nar,  oievely  aa  aa 
encouragement  to  hia  ondeftaUng,  aad  lUa  wttlioul  aoHcl> 
Ution,  which  mtkm  It  the  more  Tahiable."  Wbjte*a  J#le- 
eetlmua  Nma,  p.  104.  lOT.  111.  Mr.  Samoal  Wbyla.  the 
writer  of  chia  Totume,  waa  a  ealobratod  aahaolmMaKer  la 
Dublin,  a  relation  of  and  much  attached  to  the  Sheridan 
family.     Ricbaid  Brinsley  Sheridan  and  hia  elder  brother 

K  2 


132 


BOSWELUS  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


1763. 


with  Mr.  Sheridan  the  honour  of  instructing 
Mr.  Wedderbume  ^ ;  and  though  it  was  too 
late  in  life  for  a  Caledonian  to  acquire  the 
genuine  English  cadence,  yet  so  successful 
were  Mr.  Wedderbume^s  instructors,  and  his 
own  unabatin^  endeavours,  that  he  got  rid  of 
the  coarse  part  of  his  Scotch  accent,  retaining 
only  as  much  of  the  ^'  native  wood-note  wild,* 
as  to  mark  his  country ;  which,  if  any  Scotch- 
man should  affect  to  forget,  I  should  heartily 
despise  him.  Notwithstanding  the  difficulties 
which  are  to  be  encountered  by  those  who 
have  not  had  the  advantage  of  an  English 
education,  he  by  degrees  formed  a  mode  of 
speaking,  to  which  Englishmen  do  not  deny 
the  praise  of  elegance.  Hence  his  distin- 
guished oratory,  which  he  exerted  in  his  own 
country  as  an  advocate  in  the  Court  of  Session, 
and  a  ruling  elder  of  ihe  Kirk,  has  had  its 
fame  and  ample  reward,  in  much  higher  spheres. 
When  I  look  back  on  this  noble  person  at 
Edinburgh  in  situations  so  unwortny  of  hb 
brilliant  powers,  and  behold  Lord  Liouoh- 
BOBOUOH,  at  London,  the  change  seems  almost 
like  one  of  the  metamorphoses  in  Ovid ;  and 
as  his  two  preceptors,  by  refining  his  utter- 
ance, gave  currency  to  his  talents,  we  may  say, 
in  the  words  of  that  poet, "  Nam  vos  fnutastU,^ 

I  have  dwelt  the  longer  upon  this  remark- 
able instance  of  successful  parts  and  assiduity, 
because  it  affords  animating  encouragement  to 
other  gentlemen  of  North  Britain  to  try  their 
fortunes  in  the  southern  part  of  the  island, 
"where  they  may  hope  to  gratify  their  utmost 
ambition;  and  now  that  we  are  one  people  by 
Xhe  Union,  it  would  surely  be  illiberal  to  main- 
tain, that  they  have  not  an  e^ual  title  with  the 
natives  of  any  other  part  of  his  Majesty's  domi- 
nions. 

Johnson  complained  that  a  man  who  dis- 
liked him  repeated  his  sarcasm  to  Mr.  Sheri- 
dan, without  telling  him  what  followed,  which 
was,  that  after  a  pause  he  added,  **  However,  I 

Charles,  were  placed  very  earlj  under  hli  tufUon,  as  wai,  at 
an  intenral  or  abore  thiriy  jeari,  my  friend  Thomas  Moore, 
who.  In  hii  Life  of  Sheridan,  pajrt  an  aflbctlonato  tribute  to 
their  common  preceptor.  —  Ckokek. 

1  This  is  an  odd  coincidence.  A  Scotckmtm  who  wishes  to 
learn  a  pure  EngUaA  pronunciation,  enplofs  one  preceptor 
who  happens  to  be  an  /rMnMis,  and  afterwards  anoikett 
liiiewtse  an  IrUknum  —  and  this  Irish-taught  Scot  becomes 
—and  mainly  by  bis  oratory — one  of  the  chief  ornaments  of 
the  English  senate,  and  the  ilrtt  subject  in  the  British  em- 
pire. —  CaOKKK. 

s  But  Johnson  seems  to  bare  kept  it  alive  by  peneveHng 
sarcasms.  -~  CaoKsa. 

s  Why  should  he  have  been  ?  his  gqodneu  had  nothing 
to  say  to  the  question.  Sheridan's  pension  was  given  for  his 
literarv  character,  and  Johnsoo*s  following  up  his  attack  on 
his  talenu  by  a  supercilious  acknowledgment  that  he  was 
nerertheless  a  very  good  mam^  was  an  additional  insult. 
See  next  page,  n.  4.  —CaoKvm. 

4  Dr.  Johnson  had  depreciated  the  talents  and  character  of 
Dr.  Swift,  not  merrty  In  conversation,  but  in  his  Lives  of 
the  Poets.  Sheridan,  in  his  Life  of  Swift,  advocated  the 
cause  of  the  dean,  for  whom  be  had  a  natural  and  hereditary 
veneration ;  and  though  he  observed  on  Johnson's  criticisms 
and  ceiuures  with  a  severity  sharpened  probably  by  his  per- 
sonal feelings,  he  treated  him  on  all  okliar  points  with 
moderation  and  respect  —  Cbokii. 

*  $ee«m«j,p.  121.n.  5. 

*  My  position  has  been  vary  welt  illustrated  by  Mr.  Bd- 
shara^  of  Bedford,  in  his  Essay  on  Dramatic  Poetry:  — 

*  The  Cuhioaaole  doctrine  (nys  be)  both  of  morallati  and 


am  glad  that  Mr.  Sheridan  has  a  pension,  for 
he  is  a  very  good  man.'*  Sheridan  could  never 
forgive  this  hasty  contemptuous  expression.  Tt 
rankled  in  his  mind ;  and  though  1  informed 
him  of  aU  that  Johnson  said,  ana  that  he  would 
be  very  glad  to  meet  him  amicably,  be  posi- 
tively declined  repeated  offers  which  I  made, 
and  once  went  on  abruptly  from  a  house  where 
he  and  I  were  engaged  to  dine,  because  he  was 
told  that  Dr.  Johnson  was  to  be  there.  I  have 
no  sympathetic  feeling  with  such  persevering 
resentment.*  It  is  painful  when  there  is  a 
breach  between  those  who  have  lived  together 
socially  and  cordially;  and  I  wonder  that  there 
is  not,  in  all  such  cases,  a  mutual  wish  that  it 
should  be  healed.  I  could  perceive  that  Mr. 
Sheridan  was  by  no  means  satisfied  with  John- 
son's acknowledging  him  to  be  a  good  man.' 
That  could  not  soothe  his  injured  vanitv.  I 
could  not  but  smile,  at  the  same  time  that  t  was 
offended,  to  observe  Sheridan,  in  the  Life  of 
Swift,  which  he  afterwards  published,  attempt- 
ing in  the  writhings  of  his  resentment  to  de- 
preciate Johnson,  by  characterising  him  as  ^*a 
writer  of  gigantic  fame,  in  these  (&ys  of  little 
men;**  that  very  Johnson  whom  ne  once  so 
hidbily  admired  and  venerated.^ 

This  rupture  with  Sheridan  deprived 
Johnson  or  one  of  his  most  agreeable  re- 
sources for  amusement  in  his  lonely  evenings ; 
for  Sheridan's  well-informed,  animated,  and 
bustling  mind  never  suffered  conversation  to 
stagnate ;  and  Mrs.  Sheridan  was  a  most 
agreeable  companion  to  an  intellectual  man.  ^ 
She  was  sensible,  ingenious,  unassuming,  yet 
communicative.  I  recollect,  with  satisfaction, 
many  pleasing  hours  which  I  passed  with  her 
under  the  hospitable  roof  or  her  husband, 
who  was  to  me  a  very  kind  friend.  Her 
novel,  entitled  |*  Memoirs  of  Miss  Sydney 
Biddulph,"  contains  an  excellent  moral,  while 
it  inculcates  a  future  state  of  retribution  ^  ; 
and  what  it  teaches  is  impressed  upon  the 

critics  in  these  times  is,  that  virtue  and  happiness  arc  con- 
stant concomjunts  ;  and  it  is  regarded  as  a  kind  of  dramiitic 
impiety  to  maintain  that  virtue  should  not  be  rewarded,  nor 
vice  punished,  in  the  last  scene  of  the  last  act  oitrery 
trageov.  This  conduct  in  our  modem  poets  is,  howrrrr.  in 
my  opinion,  extremely  injudicious  ;  for  it  labours  in  fsia  to 
inculcate  a  doctrine  in  theory,  which  every  one  knows  to  t>e 
false  in  fact,  vis.  that  virtue  in  real  life  is  always  pmductiTc 
of  happiness ;  and  vice  of  misery.  Thus  Congreve  coiuriuides 
the  tragedy  of  "  The  Mourning  Bride  **  with  the  followlns 
foolish  couplet ;  — 

*  For  blessings  ever  wait  on  virtuous  deeds. 
And,  though  a  late,  a  sure  reward  succeeds.' 

"  When  a  man  emtneotly  virtuous,  a  Brutus,  a  Cato.  or  a 
Socrates,  finally  sinks  under  the  pressure  of  accumu1at«Kl 
misfortune,  we  are  not  only  led  to  entertain  a  more  indignant 
hatred  of  vice,  than  If  he  rose  from  his  distress,  but  ne  are 
ineviubly  induced  to  cherish  the  sublime  idea  that  a  day  of 
future  retritHition  will  arrive,  when  he  shall  receive  not 
merely  poetical,  but  real  and  substantial  Justice.*'  — fsMiys 
PAiYoMpAico/,  Hiitorieatt  and  Literaijft  London,  1791,  Svo. 
vol.  II.  p.  317. 

This  is  well  reasoned  and  well  expressed,  t  wish,  indeed, 
that  the  ingenious  author  had  not  thought  It  necessanr  to 
introduce  any  huianee  of  *'  a  man  eminently  virtuou*  ;  '*  as 
be  would  then  have  avoided  mentioning  such  a  ruffian  «» 
Brutus  under  that  description.  Mr.  Belsham  discovers  i;i 
his  Essays  so  much  reading  and  thinking,  and  good  com- 
position, that  I  regret  his  not  having  been  fortunate  enouwh 
to  be  educatod  a  member  of  oor  exoaUent  natioQal  establisb  - 
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mind  bj  a  series  of  as  de^  distress  as  can 
liicet  humanity,  in  the  amiable  and  pious 
beroine,  who  goes  to  her  grave  unrelieved,  but 
retigned,  and  full  of  hope  of  *'heaven^s 
mercy."  Johnson  paid  her  this  hish  com- 
pfoBent  upon  it :  **  I  know  not,  Madam,  that 
yoa  have  a  right,  upon  moral  principles,  to 
make  yovr  readers  snfier  so  much.** 

Mr.  Hiomas  Davies  the  actor,  who  then  kept 
a  bookseller's  shop  in  Bussell-Street,  Covent 
Gsrden ',    told  me  that  Johnson  was  very 
much  hia  friend,  and  came  fre<juently  to  hu 
house,  where  he  more  than  once  mvited  me  to 
mest  him ;  but  by  some  unlucky  accident  or 
•  odier  he  was  prevented  from  coming  to  us. 
'      Mr.  Thomas  Davies  was  a  man  of  good 
'  understanding  and  talents,  with  the  advantage 
I  of  a  liberal  edncation.     Though  somewhat 
t   ponpous,  he  was  an  entertaining  companion ; 
sod  nis  literary  performances  have  no  incon- 
siderable share  of  merit.    He  was  a  friendly 
tnd  very  hospitable  man.    Both  he  and  his 
wife   (who    has   been    celebrated'    for   her 
besQty),  though  upon  the  stage    for  many 
years,  maintatned  an  uniform  decency  of  cha- 
'  racter ;  and  Johnson  esteemed  them,  and  lived 
in  as  easy  an  intimacy  with  them  as  with  any 
iamily  which  he  used  to  visit.    Mr.  Davies 
.  recollected   several  of  Johnson*s  remarkable 
sayings,  and  was  one  of  the  best  of  the  many 
imitators   of  his  voice    and    manner,    while 
relating  them.     He  increased  my  impatience 
e»re  and  more  to  see  the  extraordinary  man 
vhnte  works    I    highly  valued,    and  whose 
coBverMtion  was  reported  to  be  so  peculiarly 
excellent 

At  last,  on  Monday,  the  16th  of  May,  when 
I  was  sitting  in  Mr.  Davies*s  back  parlour, 
aher  having  drank  tea  with  him  and  Mrs. 
Ilsrieft,  Johxaoa  unexpectedly  came  into  the 
•bop ' ;  and  Mr.  Davies  having  perceived  him 
through  the  glass-door  in  the  room  in  which 
«e  were  sittrng,  advancing  toward  us,  he 
amrmoced  his  awful  approach  to  me,  somewhat 
IB  the  manner  of  an  actor  in  the  part  of  Ho- 
naiok  when  be  addresses  Hamlet  on  the  ap- 

C^unaec  of  his  father*s  ghost,   **Look,  my 
«d,  it  comes!**    I  found  that  I  had  a  very 
of  Johnson's  figure,  from  the 


Bad  h»  oot  brcQ  nuried  In  nonconfonnitjr,  he  probably 

»  beeD  tainted  irlth  those  beretlet  (m  I  sin- 

IV.  ^ta  on  BO  •light  InTeecigmtlon.  think  them)  both  in 

Md  polttke.  which,  while  I  read,  I  am  lure,  with 

I  eaoffMiC  read  without  olfence — Boswiix.    One 

wtth  tbete  feellufi  he  thought  it  worth  while 

rith  lo  little  czcum  for  it,  Mr.  Beisham't  very 

easarkJ CaoKSft. 

y^  «..  Th«  TcfT  place  where  1  waa  fertnnate  enough 
ie  W  Mtrodwvd  to  tbe  illoftrioufl  aabJect  of  thia  work,  de- 
»« to  be  pertlealarly  marked.    I  nerer  past  by  it  without 


«  By  Chocfasll.  in  tbe  Boadad. 

«  WM  Mm  came  mighty  Davlet:  on  my  lUiB, 
Tkat  Darfeve  baa  a  veiy  pretty  wife. 

an  over — in  plots  Cmooi  grown  » 
a  sentmoe  aa  cars  mouth  a  l>one." 


drove,  tt  Is  Mdd.  (ppgt,  April  7.  I77S)   poor 


portrait  of  him  painted  by  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds 
soon  after  he  had  published  bis  Dictionary,  in 
the  attitude  of  sitting  in  bis  easy  chair  in 
deep  meditation ;  which  was  the  first  picture 
his  friend  did  for  him,  which  Sir  Joshua  very 
kindly  presented  to  me,  and  from  which  an 
engraving  has  been  made  for  tbis  work.  Mr. 
Davies  mentioned  my  name,  and  respectfully 
introduced  me  to  him.  I  was  much  agitated ; 
and  recollecting  bis  prejudice  against  the 
Scotch,  of  which  I  had  beard  mucb,  I  said  to 
Davies,  **  Don*t  tell  where  I  come  from."  — 
^*From  Scotland,**  cried  Davies,  roguishly. 
*^  Mr.  Johnson,"  said  I,  **I  do  indeed  come 
from  Scotland,  but  I  cannot  help  it."  I  am 
willing  to  flatter  myself  that  I  meant  this  as 
light  pleasantry  to  soothe  and  conciliate  bim, 
and  not  as  an  humiliating  abasement  at  the 
expense  of  my  country.  But  however  tbat 
might  be,  this  speech  was  somewbat  unlucky ; 
for  with  tbat  quickness  of  wit  for  which  he 
was  so  remarkable,  he  seized  the  expression 
"^  come  from  Scotland,"  which  I  used  in  tbe 
sense  of  being  of  tbat  country ;  and,  as  if  I 
bad  said  tbat  I  bad  come  away  from  it,  or  left 
it,  retorted,  *^  That,  Sir,  I  find,  is  what  a  very 
great  many  of  your  countr3rmen  cannot  help. 
This  stroKe  stunned  me  a  good  deal;  and 
when  we  had  sat  down,  I  felt  myself  not  a 
little  embarrassed,  and  apprebensive  of  what 
mieht  come  next.  He  then  addressed  himself 
to  Davies :  **  What  do  you  think  of  Garrick  ? 
He  has  refused  me  an  order  for  tbe  play  for 
Miss  Williams,  because  be  knows  tbe  house  will 
be  full,  and  tbat  an  order  would  be  worth 
three  shillings."  Eager  to  take  any  opening  to 
get  into  conversation  with  bim,  1  ventured  to 
say,  **0  Sir,  I  cannot  think  Mr.  Garrick 
would  grudge  such  a  trifle  to  you."  "  Sir," 
said  be,  wiw  a  stem  look,  ^'  1  have  known 
David  Garrick  longer  than  you  have  done: 
and  I  know  no  right  you  have  to  talk  to  me 
on  the  subject."  Perhaps  I  deserved  this 
check ;  for  it  was  rather  presumptuous  in  me, 
an  entire  stranger,  to  express  any  doubt  of  tbe 
justice  of  bis  animadversion  upon  bis  old 
acquaintance  and  pupil.^  I  now  felt  myself 
much  mortified,  and  began  to  think  that  tbe 
hope  which  I  had  long  mdulged  of  obtaining 


s  Mr.  Murphy,  In  hia  *'  Euay  on  the  Life  and  Genius  of 
Dr.  Johnson,"  fflrst  published  after  the  first  edition  of 
this  work.]  has  given  an  account  of  this  meeting  consider- 
ably different  from  mine,  I  am  persuaded  wTchout  any 
eonsdousness  of  error.  His  memory,  at  the  end  of  near 
thirty  years,  has  undoubtedly  deceivea  him.  and  he  supposes 
himself  to  have  been  present  at  a  scene  which  he  has  pro- 
bably heard  Inaccurately  described  by  others.  In  mv  note 
taken  on  tke  very  day.  In  which  I  am  confident  I  marked  every 
thing  material  that  passed,  no  mention  Is  made  of  this  gen- 
tleman •,  and  I  am  sure  that  I  should  not  have  omitted  one 
so  well  known  in  the  literary  world.  It  mav  easily  be 
Imagined  that  this  my  first  interview  with  Dr.  Johnson,  with 
all  its  circiunstanccs,  made  a  strong  impresklon  on  my  mind, 
and  would  be  registered  with  peculiar  attention.  — Boswilu 

4  That  this  was  a  momentvy  sally  against  Garrick  there 
can  be  no  doubt ;  for  at  Johnson's  desire  he  had,  some  years 
before,  given  abeneflt-nlghtat  his  theatre  to  this  very  perion, 
by  which  she  had  got  two  hundred  pounds.  Johnson,  indeod, 
upon  all  other  occasions,  when  I  was  In  his  company,  praised 
the  very  liberal  charity  of  Garrick.    1  once  mentioned  to 
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his  acqnaintonoe  wu  blasted.  And,  in  trutb, 
had  not  mj  aidour  been  unconunonlj  strong, 
and  my  resolution  uncomnioDlj  persevering,  , 
so  rough  a  reoeption  might  have  aeterred  me  ' 
for  ever  from  making  anj  further  attempts. 
Fortunatelj,  however,  I  remained  upon  the 
field  not  whoU/  disoomfited;  and  was  soon 
rewarded  by  hearing  some  of  his  conTenataon, 
of  which  I  preserved  the  following  short 
minute,  without  marking  the  questions  and 
observations  bj  which  it  was  produced. 

**  People,**  he  remarked,  **  nmj  be  taken  in 
once,  who  imagine  that  an  author  is  greater  in 
private  life  than  other  men.  Uncommon  parts 
require  uncommon  opportunities  for  their 
exertion.* 

^  In  barbarous  societj,  superiorit j  of  parts 
is  of  real  consequence.  Great  strengtn  or 
great  wisdom  is  of  much  value  to  an  indi- 
▼iduaL  But  in  more  polished  times  there  are 
people  to  do  ererj  thing  for  monej ;  and  then 
there  are  a  number  of  other  superiorities,  such 
as  those  of  birth,  and  fortune,  and  rank,  that 
dissipate  men  s  attention,  and  leave  no  eztr*- 
ordinarjr  share  of  respect  for  personal  and 
intellectual  superioritj.  This  is  wiselj  ordered 
bj  Providence,  to  preserve  some  equality 
among  mankind.* 

^Sir,  this  book  CThe  Elements  of  Cri- 
ticism;* *  which  he  had  taken  up)  is  a  prettj 
cssa/,  and  deserves  to  be  held  in  some  estima- 
tion, though  much  of  it  is  chimerical.** 

Speakinff  of  one  *  who  with  more  than 
ordinary  boldness  attacked  public  measures 
and  the  rojal  famil/,  he  said,  ^  I  think  he  is 
safe  from  the  law,  but  he  is  an  abusive 
scoundrel;  and  inst^ead  of  applying  to  my 
Lord  Chief  Justice  to  punish  nim,  I  would 
send  half  a  dozen  fbolmen  and  have  him  well 
ducked.** 

^  The  notion  of  liberty  amuses  the  people  of 
Enj^land,  and  helps  to  keep  off  the  tetJium  viUt, 
When  a  butcher  tells  tou  that  his  heart  bleeds 
for  his  eowUrVg  he  haS|  in  fact,  no  uneasy 
feeling/' 

**  Sheridan  will  not  succeed  at  Bath  with 
his  oratory.  Ridicule  has  eonc  down  before 
him,  and,  1  doubt.  Derrick  is  hb  enemy.** ' 

^  Derrick  may  do  rery  well,  as  lung  as  he 
can  outrun  his  character ;  but  the  moment  his 
character  gets  np  with  him,  it  i^  aU  over.** 


hta.  **  It  b  dbwrred.  Star,  that  fH  mtick  G^rrlck  ynnnrV, 
bat  will  tufl^  nobodjr  rite  to  S»  it.**  JohutOD  (tmlUiif ;  : 
••  W»iy,  Sir.  th«t  U  trae.'*^  BoiWBi.u 

Thf**'  $aliie$  w  of  too  frrqurot  rpcniTfnce  to  allov  n« 
to  rrrHre  Bocwrll't  apolocvtlcal  «s«rrtIoa  that  Ch^  ware 
wtomrmtarp  ;  and  too  manj  nrniniftancrt  of  his  conduct 
toward*  both  GarHrk  and  Shc^tdan  remind  o«  of  Davipt't 
admlt«lon.  In  hit  Llfr  of  Garrirk.  that  Johuton  «a«  but  too 
•ta«crpfibl«  of  tb«  fMInf  of  cnvjr.  **  I  nrver,  **  he  M)*, 
**kaMw  wif  man  but  one  —-  Doctor  Johnimi.  who  h*d  tbe 
h«na«ty  and  coaraga  to  confrM  that  hr  had  a  ttnctura  of 
tmmm  In  him.*'  11.  SM.  It  it  crrdltattle  to  the  cand<>ur 
both  of  Davlaa  Mid  Johnton.  that  thii  patukgt  wa«  x^aA 
bv  JohotoQ  before  Itt  ^Mhlir-i'Uta.  See  alto  a  tomrwhat 
•I'nlUr  CMifrttliin  from  ]l<it«cU  bimtalf,  po»i^  aub  i;tb 
April.  1774.  — Caoftia. 

^  Br  llauiy  lloma.  Lm4 


imblUbad  la  1761* 


It  is,  however,  bnt  just  to  record,  that  tome 
yean  afterwards,  when  I  reminded  him  of  this 
sarcasm,  he  said,  ^  Well,  but  Denick  has  duv 
got  a  character  thathe  need  not  run  away  from.** 

1  was  highly  pieaHftd  with  the  eittraordiosry 
vigour  of  his  conversation,  and  regretted  that 
I  was  drawn  away  from  it  by  an  engsji^emeBt 
at  another  place.  I  had,  ibr  a  part  of  the 
evening,  been  left  aWne  with  him,  and  bsd 
rentuid  to  make  an  observation  now  sad 
then,  which  he  received  very  civilly :  so  thst 
I  was  satiified  that  though  there  was  a  rougb- 
ness  in  hb  manner,  there  was  no  iU-nature  in 
his  diyositioB.  Davies  followed  me  to  the 
door,  and  when  I  ofwnplainfd  to  him  a  little  of 
the  hard  blows  which  Uie  (preat  man  had  given 
me,  he  kindly  took  upon  him  to  console  dm;  by 
wying,  ^  Don't  be  uneasy,  I  can  see  he  likes 
you  very  welL* 

A  few  days  afterwards  I  called  on  Davies, 
and  ndced  him  if  he  thought  I  might  take  the 
liberty  of  waiting  on  Mr.  JohuMO  at   his 
chambers  in  the  Temple.    He  said  leertainlj 
might,  and  that  Mr.  Johnson  would  take  it  ss 
a  compliment.    So  upon  Tucsdi^  the  24th  of 
May,  after  having  beat  enlivened  bv  the  witty 
salhes    of    Meisieurs    Tkdontou^    Wilkas, 
ChurdiiU,  and  Lloyd,  with  wh0m  I  had  paased 
the  morning,  I  boldily  repaired  to  JoLdsoo. 
His  chambers  were  on  the  first  floor  of  Na  1. 
Luher  Temple  Lane,  and  X  entered  them  with 
an  impression  given  me  hj  the  Eev.  Dr.  Blair 
of  Eoinburgh,  who  had  been  introdoeed  to  pe 
not  long  l^fore,  and  described  his  hsTinf 
** found  the  Giant  in  his  den  ;**  an  expressiua 
which,  when  I  came  to  be  pretty  well  sc* 
qnainted  with  Johnson,  I  repeated  to  him, 
and  he  was  diverted  at  this  pictaresque  so 
oount  of  himself.  Dr.  Blair  ^haa  been  preMBicd 
to  him  by  Dr.  James  Fonlyee.^    At  this  tins 
the  controversy  oonceming  the  pieceipubUsbiii 
by  Mr.  James  Macpherson,  as  transuitioas  sf 
Ossian,  was  at  its  neight.     Johnson  hsd  sU 
along  denied   their  authenticitv ;  and,  what 
was  still  more  provoking  to  their  admiren^ 
maintained   that   they  had  no  merit.     The 
subject    having    been    introduced    by   l>^' 
Fonlycc,  Dr.  Blair,  relying  on  the  iat^nul 
evidence  of  their  antiquity,  a>kcd  Dr.  Johnx^ 
whether  he  thought  any  man  of  a  modem  sr^ 
could  have  written  such   poems?     Joha^tn 


*  Mr.  Wllkrv,  no  dnoU.  Botwell  waa  a  fneod  &0I,  f*^ 
ttmnttjf,  an  admirer  of  Wilkct,  and  tbarvfere  vcrf  f**- 
perly  (WUkaa  being  atUft  aLve)  amiyrrmia  Iha  nun*.- 
CaoRKa. 

3  Mr.  Sheridan  waa  th«i  raadbif  loLAmm  opon  Orat  -^  li 
Bath,  where  Dwrricfc  waa  Mmier  of  tha  CafMnuaiM.  «.«• 
the  phraar  it,  Kjko.—  Botwtix. 

*  botwell  had  a  paatiun  lor  ie«tto|r  •eqnalnted  wUh  t»  <*<• 
Doiorirtiet  of  tha  daf.  and  theto  ««ra  thaa  raifiuif  «>^ 
—  Ckokbb. 

>  Dr.  Iliiffh  Biair,  the  celebrated  firofe««or  and  »•»'»"' 
of  F.dinbur/h «  br>ro  In  Ifld,  dted  la  l%iiQ.  Trie  !>•  <  '< 
**  DittertAtion  on  OttiAo"  appeared  Ui  17<riL  •^^  aiu>  * 

*  Dr.  Jamet  Kordjoa,  authur  of  **  SiiaiiJi  to  >  •  -f 
Women."  Ac,  wat  bora  al  AbardMBi  ia  US^  aad  d^U  »l 
Bath  in  1796.  ~  Wararr. 


npKedf  **Tes,  Sir,  maay  men,  many  women, 
and  nuuiT  children.**  JohnBon,  at  this  time, 
^did  not  know  tbal  Dr.  Bhtr  had  jost  pmb- 
lidied  n  DtaMrtation,  not  onlj  defending  their 
mnthwiticity,  but  aerionaly  ranking  them  with 
the  poema  of  Homer  and  Virgil ;  and  when  he 
was  aftarwarda  inionned  of  toia  circumstance, 
he  ezpreasod  aome  diapleasare  at  Dr.  Fordyoe^s 
hoTiBg  anggeated  the  topic,  and  said,  **  1  am 
ao(  aoRTtnat  they  cot  thiM  much  for  their 
paina.  «r,  H  waa  luce  leading  one  to  talk  of 
»  book  when  the  ftuthor  is  concealed  behind 


He  reoeiTOd  we  very  courteously ;  but  it 
must  be  coafeaBed,  that  his  apartment,  and 
Inmiture,  and  morning  dress,  were  sufficiently 
VBOoatfa.  Hia  brown  sott  of  clothes  looked 
wfry  rasty;  he  had  on  a  litde  old  shrivelled 
mpowdered  wig,  which  was  too  small  ibr  his 
head;  hia  shirt-neck  and  knees  of  his  breeches 
wve  looae;  his  black  worsted  stockings  ill 
drawn  up ;  and  he  had  a  pair  of  unbuckled 
shoes  by  way  of  slippers.  Bat  all  these 
shMrenly  aarncularities  were  forgotten  the 
It  that  he  began  to  talk.  Some  gentie- 
whom  I  do  not  recollect,  were  sitting 
him ;  and  when  they  went  away,  I  also 
but  he  aaid  to  me,  "  Nay,  don*t  go.**— 
•Sn-.^aaidl,  ^'lam  afraid  that  I  intrude  upon 
ML  It  is  beneyolent  to  allow  me  to  sit  and 
near  you.**  He  aeemed  pleased  with  this  oom- 
rhidi  I  sincerdy  paid  him,  and 
"^Sir,  I  am  obliged  to  any  man  who 
'daits  me.**  — I  have  preserved  the  following 
Aort  minate  of  what  paswrd  this  day. 

**  Madness  frequent^  disco ven  itself  merely 
by  HniiiKicsBBiy  deviation  from  the  usual 
iBodes  of  the  world.  My  poor  fxiend  Smart 
dbowed  the  diatnrbance  of  Lis  mind  by  &lling 
anon  hia  knees  and  saying  his  prayers  in  the 
Meet,  or  in  tty  othe^^vsaJ  pliL>e.  Now, 
shhoi^b,  rationally  speakinff,  it  is  greater 
aiadnesa  not  to  pray  at  all,  than  to  pray  as 
Saiart  did,  I  am  afraid  there  are  so  many  who 
do  not  pray*  that  their  understanding  is  not 
caBed  in  qnestian.'* 

Coneerniug  this  unfortunate  poet,  Christo* 
aher  Smart)  who  was  oonfin^  in  a  mad- 
hoaae  \  he  had,  at  another  time,  the  following 
SQBversation  with  Dr.  Bum^.  -^  Bnaasr. 
*^  How  does  poor  Smart  do,  Sirr  is  he  likelj 
toreoover?  JoKaaoif.  **It  seems  as  if  his 
■ind  had  ceased  to  stmagie  with  the  disease ; 
6r  he  growa  &t  upon  It.  Bmurar.  *^  Perhaps, 
Sir,  that  may  be  from  want  of  exercise." 
JoMWoai  ^  No,  Sir;  he  has  partly  as  much 
eaercma  as  he  used  to  have,  fer  he  dags  in  the 
garden.  TtiHAo^l^  before  his  confinement,  he 
£aft  exerone  to  walk  to  the  ale-house ; 
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why  JohnioQ,  who  obteineid  «place 
of  BrICIth  FMti  far  Tsldra,  Pomfret,  Watti, 
!,  dM  not  do  m  much  for  his  friend  Smart,  a 

mgf  of  them,  nd  not  lew  yUauM.  Pttrhapt 
Ml  by  Iho  irraavUultjr  of  poor  Smarft  mind 
looction  with  which  he  probably  thought  that 

would  ncher  acaadaliae  than  edify  i  or  there 


but  he  was  CBoried  back  again.  I  did  not 
tiiink  he  ought  to  be  shut  up.  His  infirmities 
were  not  noxious  to  society.  He  insisted  on 
people  praying  with  him ;  and  Fd  as  lief  pray 
with  Kit  Smart  as  any  one  else.  Another 
charse  waa,  that  he  did  not  love  clean  linen : 
and  I  have  no  passion  for  it.** 

Johnson  continued.  **  Mankind  have  a  great 
aversion  to  intellectual  labour^;  but  even 
supposing  knowledge  to  be  easfly  attainable, 
more  people  would  M  content  to  be  ignorant 
than  would  take  even  a  little  trouble  to  ac- 
quire it.** 

^  The  morality  of  an  action  depends  on  the 
motive  from  which  we  act.  If  I  fling  half  a 
crown  to  a  beggar  with  intention  to  break  hia 
head,  and  he  picks  it  up  and  buys  victuals 
with  it,  the  physical  efiect  is  good ;  but,  with 
respect  to  me,  the  action  is  very  wrong.  So, 
religious  exercises,  if  not  perfmned  with  an 
intention  to  please  God,  avail  us  nothing.  Aa 
our  Suviour  says  of  those  who  perform  them 
from  other  motives,  *  Verily  they  have  their 
reward.* 

*'The  Christian  religion  has  very  strong 
evidences.  It,  indeed,  appears  in  some  degree 
strange  to  reason;  but  m  History  we  have 
undoubted  facts,  against  which,  in  reasoning 
d  priori^  we  have  more  arguments  than  we 
have  for  them :  but  then,  testimony  has  great 
weight,  and  casts  the  balance.  I  would  re- 
commend to  every  man  whose  fiuth  is  yet 
unsettled,  Grotius,  Dr.  Pearson,  and  Dr. 
Chirke." 

Talking  of  Garrick,  he  sidd,  **He  is  the 
first  man  in  the  world  for  sprightly  con- 
versation." 

When  I  rose  a  second  time,  he  again  pressed 
me  to  stay,  which  I  did. 

He  told  me,  that  he  generally  went  abroad 
at  four  in  the  afternoon,  and  seldom  came 
home  till  two  in  the  morning.  I  took  the 
liberty  to  ask  if  he  did  not  wink  it  wrong 
to  live  thus,  and  not  make  more  use  of  his 
great  talents.  He  owned  it  was  a  bad  habit. 
On  reviewing,  at  the  distance  of  many  years, 
my  journal  of  this  period,  I  wonder  how,  at 
my  first  visit,  I  ventured  to  talk  to  him  so 
freely,  and  that  he  bore  it  with  so  much 
indulcence. 

Before  we  parted,  he  was  so  good  as  to 
promise  to  favour  me  with  his  company  one 
evening  at  my  lodgings;  and,  as  I  took  mj 
leave,  shook  me  coraiuly  by  the  hand.  It  is 
fdmost  needless  to  add,  that  I  felt  no  little 
elation  at  having  now  so  happily  established 
an  acquaintance  of  which  I  had  been  so  long 
ambitious. 

My  readers  will,  I  trust,  excuse  me  for 

may  hare  been  some  dlflcuHy  about  the  eop^igkt  of  hit 
poemif  as  then*  was,  we  know,  about  those  of  Goldsroith, 
9ee  oostf  cub  July  9. 1770.  Smart's  are  to  be  found,  with 
a  Lif',  hi  Am£erw»*»  Poeii,  Smart  died  In  1770,  set.  70.  -~ 
Cboker. 

s  See  ^0*1,  July  SOi  1763,  an  opinion  somewhat  dUlbrent^.^ 
CaoKsm. 
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being  thus  minutely  circumstantial,  when  it 
is  considered  that  the  acquaintance  of  Dr. 
Johnson  was  to  me  a  most  valuable  acquisi- 
tion, and  laid  the  foundation  of  whatever 
instruction  and  entertainment  thej  maj  re* 
ceive  from  my  collections  concerning  the  great 
subject  of  the  work  which  they  are  now  pe- 
rusm^. 

I  did  not  visit  him  affain  till  Monday, 
June  13th,  at  which  time  I  recollect  no  part 
of  his  conversation,  except  that  when  I  told 
him  I  had  been  to  see  Johnson  ride  upon 
three  horses,  he  said,  ^Such  a  man.  Sir, 
should  be  encouraged;  for  his  performances 
show  the  extent  of  the  human  powers  in  one 
instance,  and  thus  tend  to  raise  our  opinion 
of  the  faculties  of  man.  He  shows  what  may 
be  attained  by  persevering  application ;  so  that 
every  man  may  hope,  that  by  giving  as  much 
uplication,  although  perhaps  he  may  never 
nae  three  horses  at  a  time,  or  dance  upon  a 
wire,  yet  he  may  be  equally  expert  in  what- 
ever profession  he  has  chosen  to  pursue.** ' 

He  again  shook  me  by  the  hand  at  part- 
ing, and  asked  me  why  I  did  not  come  oftener 
to  him.  Trusting  that  I  was  now  in  his  good 
graces,  I  answered,  that  he  had  not  ffiven  me 
much  encouragement,  and  reminded  him  of 
the  check  I  nad  received  from  him  at  our 
first  interview.  ^  Poh  poh  1  *'  said  he,  with 
a  complacent  smile,  **  never  mind  these  Uiings. 
Come  to  me  as  often  as  you  can.  I  shall  be 
glad  to  see  you," 

I  had  learnt  that  his  place  of  frequent 
resort  was  the  Mitre  Tavern  in  Fleet  Street, 
where  he  loved  to  sit  up  late,  and  I  be<;ged  I 
might  be  allowed  to  pass  an  evening  with  him 
there  soon,  which  he  promised  I  should.  A 
few  days  afterwards  I  met  him  near  Temple 
Bar,  about  one  o*clock  in  the  morning,  and 
asked  if  he  would  then  go  to  the  Mitre. 
''  Sir,**  said  he,  '*  it  is  too  kte ;  they  won*t  let 
us  in.  But  ril  go  with  you  another  night  with 
all  my  heart.** 

A  revolution  of  some  importance  in  my 
plan  of  life  had  just  taken  place ;  for  instead 
of  procuring  a  commission  in  the  foot-guards, 
which  was  my  own  inclination,  I  had,  in  com- 
pliance with  my  father*B  wishes,  agreed  to 
study  the  law,  and  was  soon  to  set  cut  for 
Utrecht,  to  hear  the  lectures  of  an  excellent 
civilian  in  that  University,  and  then  to  pro- 
oeed  on  my  travels.  Thou^^h  very  desirous 
of  obtaining  Dr.  Johnson's  advice  and  instruc- 
tions on  the  mode  of  pursuing  my  studies,  I 
was  at  this  time  so  occupied,  shall  1  call  it  ?  or 
so  di:»:)i|>ated,  by  the  amusements  of  London, 

1  "  In  th^  jrar  17A3  (mc  John»«>n,  an  IrUhmao.  ethtbhiHl 
miinjr  ffttt   of  ATthirr  in  h"rt«»man*hlp.  and  wat,  it  l»  l¥»- 
ji<  \i  <1.  the  6r«t  p«Tf->rrncr,  ht  that  timr.  In  or  a^Kwit  I<oo<1«io 
llr  «&«  nn  acIo**  rlrti  r  (nlow  U»  hl«  wajr/*    Prlor't  L{/e  qf 
Burke,  vol.  t  p  VIA  ~Cai<ft.Ra. 

i  \  rtiw  'A  \-'  rin-ii*t  In  Xhf  Ktrtnd.  betw^*^  Wjrrh  Sfr^rt 
an  I  T'  It  (>'••-  It  ir.  «ii.|  ••  %n  rA\^  1  'r"m  thv  biitrheri*  (hamblpt 
oil  th«-  »  'I  .»'.•••  (Str>j.«'.  B  i».  p  IIH.)  Biitrhrr  II  >w 
««»  pii  Vtl  .1  .«'i  la  i^tM.  *\.\  thf>  prrftvnt  PlckeCt  Street 
rrcctnl  in  Ut  •I'^vl..— P.  Cium^oham. 


that  our  next  meeting  was  not  till  Saturday, 
June  25th,  when,  happening  to  dine  at  Clifton  i 
eating-house,  in  Butcher  Row*,  I  was  surprised 
to  perceive  Johnson  come  in  and  take  his  seat 
at  another  table.    The  mode  of  dining,  or 
rather  being  fed,  at  such  houses  in  London,  is 
well  known  to  many  to  be  particularly  un- 
social,  M   there   is  no  Ordmary,  or  united 
company,  but  each  person  has  his  own  mesa, 
and  18  under  no  obligation  to  hold  any  inter- 
course with  any  one.  A  liberal  and  full-minded 
man,  however,  who  loves  to  talk,  will  break 
through  this  churlish  and  unsocial  restraint. 
Johnson  and  an  Irish  gentleman  got  into  s 
dispute  oonceminff  the  cause  of  some  nart  of 
mankind    being    black.     '^Why,  Sir,     said 
Johnson,  ^  it  has  been  acconntea  for  in  three 
ways :  either  by  supposing  that  they  are  the 
posterity  of  Ham,  wno  waa  cursed ;  or  that 
God  at  first  created  two  kinds  of  men,  one 
bhick  and  another  white;    or  that  by  the 
heat  of  the  sun  the  skin  ia  scorched,  and  so 
acquires  a  sooty  hue.    This  matter  has  b<^n 
much  canvassed  among  naturalists,  but  has 
never   been  brought  to  any  certain  issue.'* 
What  the  Irishman  said  is  totally  obliterated 
from  my  mind;    but  I  remember   that   he 
became  very  warm  and  intemperate  in  his 
expressions :   upon  which  Johnson  rose,  and 
quietly  walked  away.    When  he  had  retiretl, 
his  antagonist  took  his  revenge,  as  he  thou*:ht, 
by  saying,  "  He  has  a  most  ungainly  fi^rurts 
and  an  slfectation  of  pomposity,  unworthy  oi 
a  man  of  genius.** 

Johnson  had  not  observed  that  I  was  in  tb'* 
room.  I  followed  him,  however,  and  he  ^zx"^"^ 
to  meet  me  in  the  evening  at  the  Mitre.  I 
called  on  him,  and  we  went  thither  at  nint*. 
We  had  a  good  supper,  and  port  wine,  oi 
which  he  then  sometimes  drank  a  bottle.  The 
orthodox  high-church  sound  of  the  Mrrar,  — 
the  figure  and  manner  of  the  cclebratoJ 
Samuel  Johrsoh,  —  the  extraordinary  powii 
and  precision  of  his  conversation,  and  th< 
pride  arisiujo;  from  finding  myself  admittinl  a 
nis  companion,  produced  a  variety  of  S4*nvk 
tions,  and  a  pleasing  elevation  of  nund,  l)e}or 
what  I  had  ever  before  experienced.  1  tinil  i 
my  Journal  the  following  minute  of  our  «*«ir. 
versation,  which,  though  it  will  give  but 
very  faint  notion  of  what  pnsscd,  is,  in  s^xtj 
degree,  a  valuable  record ;  and  it  will  \^  <'i 
rious  in  this  view,  as  showing  how  habit  ujil  t 
his  mind  were  some  opinioaa  which  app^-ar  i 
his  works. 

**  CoUey  Gibber  \  Sir,  was  by  no  mean* 
blockhead :  but  by  arrogating  to  him»eli  u 

>  Con<7  ribbvr  waa  boni  In  IS71,  borv  mrm%  In  fa*  " 

tba  rrTulution,  and  toon  after  went  on  th^  atar^  m  «'i  w 
In  109't  he  aptirared  a*  a  writer  of  commtle*  «>tti  c*^  '  • 
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mnch,  be  was  in  dao^er  of  lonng  that  decree 
of  eatimation  to  which  he  was  entitled.  His 
friends  gave  out  that  he  intended  his  birth-day 
Odes  should  be  bad:  but  that  was  not  the 
case.  Sir ;  for  he  kept  them  many  months  by 
him,  and  a  few  years  before  he  died  he  showed 
me  one  of  them,  with  great  solicitude  to  render 
it  as  perfect  as  misht  be,  and  I  made  some 
corrections,  to  whi<m  he  was  not  Tery  willing 
to  submit.  I  remember  the  following  couplet 
in  allusion  to  the  King  and  himself:  — 

*  Perefa*d  on  the  eagle's  soaring  wing, 
The  lowly  linnet  loves  to  sing.* 

Sir,  he  had  heard  something  of  the  fabulous 
tale  of  the  wren  sitting  upon  the  eagle's  wing, 
and  he  had  implied  it  to  a  linnet.  Gibbers 
fitmiliar  stjle,  howeyer,  was  better  than  that 
which  \7hitehead  has  assumed.  Grand  non- 
sense is  insupportable.  Whitehead  is  but  a 
little  man  to  mscribe  verses  to  players."  > 

I  did  not  presume  to  controvert  this  censure, 
which  was  tmctured  with  his  prejudice  against 
players;  but  I  could  not  help  thinking  that  a 
drunatic  poet  might  with  propriety  pay  a  com- 
pliment to  an  eminent  performer,  as  White- 
lead  has  Teiy  happily  done  in  his  verses  to 
Mr.  Garrick. 

^  Sir,  I  do  not  think  Gray  a  first-rate  poet. 
He  has  not  a  bold  imagination,  nor  much 
command  of  words.  The  obscurity  in  which 
he  has  involved  himself  will  not  persuade  us 
that  he  is  sublime.  His  Elegy  in  a  Churdiyard 
has  a  happy  selection  of  images  ',  but  I  aon*t 
like  what  are  called  his  great  thio^.  His  ode 
which  begins  — 

*  Ruin  seize  thee,  rothless  King, 
Confusion  on  thy  banners  wait !  * 

has  been  celebrated  for  its  abruptness,  and 
plunging  into  the  subject  all  at  once.  But 
•uch  arts  as  these  have  no  merit,  unless  when 
thev  are  originaL  We  admire  them  only  once; 
and  this  abruptness  has  nothing  new  in  it. 
We  have  had  it  oflen  before.  Nay,  we  have 
it  in  the  old  song  of  Johnny  Armstrong :  — 

*  Is  there  ever  a  man  in  all  Scotland, 
From  the  highest  estate  to  the  lowest  degree,' &c. 

And  then,  Sir, 

*  Yea,  there  is  a  man  in  Westmorland, 
And  Johnny  Annstrong  they  do  him  calL' 

There,  now,  you  plunge  at  once  into  the  sub- 
ject. You  have  no  previous  narration  to  lead 
you  to  it.  The  two  next  lines  in  that  Ode 
are,  I  think,  very  good :  — 


>  This  ins  a  mt&r  ■boed,  it  ii  to  be  feared,  mora  at  Gar* 
(to  vbora  the  rcriet  vera  inscribed)  than  at  Whitehead. 
la  to  Whitehead,  ace  tmti,  p.  56.  a.  S.—  Caoaia. 

*  And  manlj  a  bappr  lelectioa  of  expreukmt.  What  does 
fc  then  vsDt  ?  Aa  to  the  criticism  and  quotatlont  which  fol- 
low. th«7  might  be  oardooable  in  loose  conversation ;  bat 
iehoaeo,  malockily  lor  hit  own  reputation,  has  preserred 
them  ia  hia  criticism  on  Gray  in  the  Lives  of  tne  Poets. 
Then  seema  to  hare  Iwen  some  liind  of  personal  pique 
Johnsoa  jmd  Gray,  for  Mr.  Norton  slicholls  (aa/e. 


*  Though  fimn*d  by  Conquest's  criinson  wing. 
They  mock  the  air  with  idle  sUte.*  '* ' 

Here  let  it  be  observed,  that  although  his 
opinion  of  Gray's  poetry  was  widely  different 
from  mine,  and,  I  believe,  from  that  of  most 
men  of  taste,  by  whom  it  is  with  justice  highly 
admired,  there  is  certainly  much  absurdity  in 
the  diunour  which  has  been  raised,  as  if  he 
had  been  culpably  injurious  to  the  merit  of 
that  bard,  and  had  been  actuated  by  envy. 
Alas!  ye  little  short-sighted  critics,  could 
Johnson  be  envious  of  the  talents  of  any  of 
his  contemporaries?^  That  his  opinion  on 
this  subject  was  what  in  private  and  in  public 
he  uniformly  expressed,  regardless  of  what 
others  might  think,  we  may  wonder,  and 
perhaps  re^t ;  but  it  is  shiulow  and  unjust 
to  charge  him  with  expressing  what  he  did  not 
think. 

Finding  him  in  a  placid  humour,  and  wishing 
to  aviul  myself  or  the  opportunity  which  1 
fortunately  had  of  consulting  a  sage,  to  hear 
whose  wisdom,  I  conceived,  m  the  ardour  of 
youthful  imagination,  that  men  filled  with  a 
noble  enthusiasm  for  intellectual  improvement 
would  gladly  have  resorted  from  distant  lands, 
I  opened  mv  mind  to  him  ingenuously,  and 

gave  him  a  little  sketch  of  my  life,  to  which 
e  was  pleased  to  listen  with  ffreat  attention. 
I  acknowledged,  that  thou^  educated  very 
strictly  in  the  principles  of  religion,  I  had  for 
some  time  been  misled  into  a  certain  degree  of 
infidelity;  but  that  I  was  come  now  to  a  better 
way  of  thinking,  and  was  fully  satisfied  of  the 
truth  of  the  Christian  revelation,  though  I 
was  not  clear  as  to  every  point  considered  to 
be  orthodox.  Being  at  all  times  a  curious 
examiner  of  the  human  mind,  and  pleased 
with  an  imdisguised  display  of  what  had 
passed  in  it,  he  called  to  me  with  warmth, 
^'  Give  me  your  hand ;  I  have  taken  a  liking 
to  you.*'  lie  then  began  to  descant  upon  the 
force  of  testimony,  and  the  little  we  could 
know  of  final  causes ;  so  that  the  objections 
of.  Why  was  it  so  ?  or.  Why  was  it  not  so  ? 
ought  not  to  disturb  us :  adding,  that  he  him- 
self had  at  one  period  been  guilty  of  a  tempo- 
rary neglect  of  religion ;  but  that  it  was  not 
the  result  of  iu*gument,  but  mere  absence  of 
thought. 

Aner  having  given  credit  to  reports  of  his 
bigotry,  I  was  agreeably  surprised  when  he 
expressed  the  following  very  Uoeral  sentiment, 
which  has  the  additional  value  of  obviating  im 
objection  to  our  holy  religion,  founded  upon 
the  discordant  tenets  of  Christians  themselves : 


p.  W.  n.  2)  lays,  **  Gray  disliked  Johnson  and  declined  his 
acquaintance,  though  he  respected  his  nuderstanding,  and 
still  more  his  goodness  of  heart.'*  ~  Ckokbb. 

*  Mj  friend,  Mr.  M alone,  in  his  valuable  comments  on 
Shakspeare,  has  traced  in  that  great  poet  di^ecta  membra  of 
these  lines.  —  Boswkll.  A  piece  of  unnecessary  trouble. 
Gray  had  alreadr  pointed  out  nis  obligation  to  Shnkspeare's 
KJna  John,  in  his  notes  to  the  poem P.  Cunningham. 

*  Perhaps  not  of  their  talents,  but  sometimes,  it  may  be 
feared,  of  their  succeu.    See  anti,  p.  133.  n.  4.  —  CaoRta. 


—  ^  For  1B7  put,  Sir,  I  Amk  all  Gkriitiana, 
whether  Papists  or  Protestants,  ame  in  the 
aaKAtial  articles,  aad  that  their  di&renoei  are 
triTial,  and  rather  political  than  religious.** 

We  talked  of  belief  in  ghoaU.  He  sud, 
**  Sir,  I  make  a  distinction  between  what  a 
man  ma^  experience  by  the  mere  strength  of 
his  imagination,  and  what  imagination  cannot 
poBsiblT  produce.  Thus,  suppose  I  should 
think  that  I  saw  a  fbnn,  and  heard  a  Toiee  cry, 
*  Johnson,  jou  are  a  yerj  wicked  feUow,  asid 
unless  yon  repent  70a  will  certainlr  be 
punished :  *  mj  own  unworthiness  is  so  cleeplj 
impressed  upon  mj  mind,  that  I  might  iMMytae 
I  thus  saw  and  heard,  and  therefore  I  should 
not  beUeye  that  an  external  communication 
had  been  made  to  me.  Bat  if  a  form  shonld 
appear,  and  a  voioe  should  tell  me  that  a  par- 
ticular man  had  died  at  a  particular  place^  and 
a  particular  hour,  a  fact  which  I  had  no  ap- 
prehension of,  nor  anj  means  of  knowins,  and 
this  fact,  with  all  its  cireumstsnoes,  uiould 
afterwards  be  uaquesdonablj  prored,  I  should 
in  that  case  be  persaaded  that  I  had  super- 
natural intelligence  imparted  to  me.** 

Here  it  is  proper,  once  for  all,  to  giye  a 
true  and  fair  statement  of  Johnson's  waj  of 
thinking  upon  tbe  question,  whether  depsrted 
spirits  are  ever  permitted  to  appear  m  this 
world,  or  in  an/  way  to  operate  upon  human 
life.  He  has  been  ignorantlr  misrepresented 
as  weakly  credulous  apon  tnat  subject;  and 
therefore,  though  I  feel  an  inclination  to 
disdain,  and  treat  with  silent  contempt,  so 
foolish  a  notion  concerning  mj  illustrious 
friend,  jet,  as  I  find  it  has  gamed  eround,  it  is 
necessary  to  refute  it.  The  real  fact  then  is, 
that  Johnson  had  a  rery  philosophical  mind, 


1  Tbrr*  Deeded  no  apolofy  for  this ;  *tli  Uie  eround  of  all 
fowinoiug ;  the  dobateoMe  qnesttoD  b  u  to  om  mUktmtic 
proof.  -.  CeoKUi. 

3  Ko  ratkMud  nai  doabled  that  Inonlry  would  lead  to 
deletion ;  num  only  vcmdered,  and  4o  itin  wonder,  that 
Dr.  JobnaoQ  ifeoald  eo  far  g(v«  roualcnanco  to  tiiit  flim^f 
InpoAltion  aa  to  think  a  MlNnn  Inqiiirjr  neoeaiarr.  — >  CaoKsa. 

>  The  aecount  was  aa  followa:.**  On  the  night  of  the  Itt 
of  Febnury  •  many  gaotlecnen,  eolneot  for  thdr  rank  and 
eharacter,  wore,  bf  the  invitation  of  the  Re?.  Mr.  AldHdi,  of 
ClertenwelU  eeteoiMed  at  his  hooM,  for  Che  emaahiaUon  of 
the  noiaea  soppoMd  to  be  made  bjr  a  drparted  apirlt,  for  tlM 
detection  of  aome  raormooi  crime.  — >  Aboot  ten  at  night  the 
gentlemen  met  la  the  chamber  In  which  the  girl,  wippoied  to 
be  dUturbM  by  a  ipirit,  had.  with  proper  caution,  bom  pot 
to  bed  bf  arveral  ledle*.  Tber  sat  rat  ber  more  than  an  hour, 
and  hearing  noching .  went  down  italn.  when  thee  Intorro- 
■ated  the  father  of  llM  girl,  who  denied,  hi  the  atroaieet 

terma,  an/  kaowledae  or  belief  of  fk«ud The  luppoecd 

aolrit  had  before  pobHcIf  promlied.  bjr  an  afllmwtlTe  knock, 
that  It  would  attend  one  of  the  gentlemen  Into  the  vault 
under  the  church  of  St.  John,  Clerkenwell.  where  the  body 
It  depotlted,  and  giro  •  token  of  her  pmenee  there,  bjr  a 
knoa  oBon  her  eodln ;  It  waa  therefore  determined  to  make 
thU  trial  of  the  exUtrnoe  or  reraclty  of  the  »uppo«ed  tpirtt. 
—  While  they  were  inonirlng  and  delibemtiog.  ihey  were 
aummoned  into  the  girra  chamber  by  totne  ladlee  who  were 
nc«r  her  bed.  and  who  ktd  heard  knncka  and  wralehea. 
When  the  aentlemen  entered,  the  girl  drclmwd  that  the  felt 
the  tplrli  rike  a  mouaa  upon  her  bark,  and  waa  required  to 
hold  her  hands  out  of  bed.  From  that  time,  though  the 
apirlt  was  very  solemoly  rF^^utrrd  to  manifrat  Ita  existaaee  by 
appearanrv.  by  Imprrtsion  on  the  band  or  body  of  any  pre« 
arnt,  by  •craich^t,  luuK-kt.  or  eny  ochrr  agency,  no  evldoace 
of  any  pn>trm«t(iral  iiowpr  wm  exhiUltcd.  —Ino  apirlt  waa 
then  rery  tenouiiy  adverttted.  that  tho  person  to  whom  the 
of  atriUuc  tlie  coAa  waa  than  about  to 


and  iueh  a  rsalenal  rapett  for 
to  make  him  submit 


to  what 

was  authenticaUy  jpvoved,  thouijfa  he  could  act 
eamprehend  w^  it  waa  so.^    S^ng  ^^  ^^ 
posed,  he  waa  wilknff  to  inquive  into  the  tmth 
of  any   relation   of  swpeinatural  afsncy,  a 
genersl  belief  of  which  faaa  prevailed  in  all 
nations  and  ages.    Bui  ao  far  waa  he  frooi 
being  the  dupe  of  knplioit  fiuth,  that  he  ex* 
aariiwiH  the  mattwwith  a  jealous  attention, 
and  no  man  waa  more  veadj  to  raliiteitBfal<«e- 
hood  when  he  had  discovered  it.    Churchill, 
in  his  poem  entitled  ''The  Ghe^"  arailed 
himself  of  the  absurd  credulity  imputed  to 
Johnson,  and  drew  a  earicatare  of  Km  under 
the  name  of  **  Fmiroao,'*  reptesentiag  hisi  ss 
one  of  the  beKe^ers  of  the  atorf  of  a  ghost  ta 
Coek-lane,  which,  m  the  year  1702,  bad  gained 
ytKj  general  credit  in  London.    Maa^  of  my 
readers,  I  am  eeavineed,  are  to  this   hoar 
under  an  impression  that  Johnson  was  thos 
foolishly  decetred.    It  wiU  therefore  supriae 
them  a  good  deal  when  tiiey  are  informed  upon 
undoutod  authority,  that  Johnson  was  one  of 
those  by  whom  the  impoetore  waa  detected.* 
The  stOTy  had  become  ao  popular,  that  he 
thought  it  should  be  inTesticated ;  and  in  this 
reseiut^   he  was    assisted   oy  the   Ber.  l>r. 
Douglas,  now  Bishop  of  Saliahnry,  the  great 
deteeter  of  impoatures ;  wbo  informs  me,  that 
after  the  gentlemen  who  went  and  eatamined 
into  the  evidence  were  aatisfied  of  its  folsitr, 
Johnson  wrote  in  their  presence  an  aecount  of 
it,  which  was  pubyshed  m  the  newspanen  and 
Gentleman's  Msgaaine,  nad  nndoeeived  ths 
world.' 

Our  convenation  proceeded.     ^Bii;**  s&id 
he,  "  I  am  a  friend  to  subordination,  as  OMft 


vtail  the  Tanlt,  and  thai  Iko 

waa  then  claimed.  The  eompanj  at  «ao  •'etoek  wetit  mte 
the  church,  and  th«  gentleman  to  whom  the  promlte  ea* 
made  wont  with  aaothor  Intp  tbo  rmvM.  The  apirU  wm 
aolrmnly  raqvlrod  to  peiform  lu 
■Uei 


»«*• 


than  lUence  enanad :  the  perfoo  aqppoand  to  be  aeroMd  by 
the  apirit  then  want  down  wUh  aevonil  odiaen,  hut  no  t*>ct 
waa  pereeirod.  Upon  their  return  they  enamlM^  tbe  g^rv 
but  could  draw  no  confeailoo  from  her.  Between  two  and 
three  ahe  desired  and  waa  permlttad  to  go  homo  wHU  brr 
father.  It  it.  therefore,  the  O|>inlon  of  the  wlioU  oM^n  Uy. 
that  the  child  haa  aome  ait  ofnaklnK  or  ceanterl^ft><*«a 
particular  noise,  and  that  there  la  no  ngnncy  of  any  ttif  tter 
cause."  — .BoewBLL. 

Hawkins  tells  ns  that  *'Mr.  Saunders  WolcK,  Johni/^t't 
Intimate  friend,  weoM  hnvo  dIasuoAad  hlan  ftaw  hli  purrvw* 
of  Tislting  the  plaea.  urging  that  It  would  osnoM  tun  t» 
ridicule ;  but  aO  his  arffuments  had  no  effrct.  What  Mr. 
Wi>lch  foretold  was  eeH&edi  he  vim  eenaured  for  hn 
dullty.  hta  wisdom  waa  arraigned,  and  hto  reHgh^is  c«r 
rasoWed  Into  superstltloo.    Kor  wno  thto  nU :  ckat  f»  '•tx'Q* 

S^nUeman,  Foete,  who  had  assumed  tb«  WMme  of  the  i»id#v« 
rfttophanes.  and  at  Ms  theatre  had  lone  eotartalne  1  the 
town  with  caricatures  of  living  peraona^  thougirt  thai  at  tMs 
time  a  drama,  fa)  which  himself  should   rciirwa— it  JohnMvf 
aad  in  his  mien,  hU  garb,  and  Ms  opoevh,  sWtruid  diapukv  mi 
hit  comic  powers,  would  yield  him  a  golden  hare«oi.    J«^^  ">- 
son  WIU  aoprised  of  hit  liiteation  i  and  Bavo  Mr.  F<Mt*  t « 
uodecfUnd.  that  the  lieeooe  und.*r  which  lie  one  |wm  .t:«4 
to  entrrtaJn  the  town  would  net  Juatify  Ui«  llbervfee  !••  < 
accustomed  to  take  with  prWat*  chae^ctars,  aad  thai  if 
peniiied  In  his  design,  he  w»uld.  by  a  aov«re  chaai)««m 
of  his  reoresentative  on  the  staxe,  and  la,    i^«  (ms  t^' 
whole  audieoce,  convince  the  world«  iltat,  wiMftwvor  wrrv 
InArroltles.  or  even  his  rotblrs,they  ahoold  not  he  m«V  i.  i 
sport  of  the  public,  or  the  means  of  gala  to  miv  m»«>  .4  hM 
prelessloo.  Foole,  upon  this  toti  mac  ion  ,h^  " 


-  •) 
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eoaduoife  to  the  hqypiacM  of  iodeij*     There 
ii  ftreeiprocsl  pleaiure  in  goveraaig  and  being 

"^Dr.  Goldsmttii  it  one  of  tbe  first  men  we 
worn  hat  is  an  nntkor,  end  he  iee  very  worthj 
MD  toe.  He  hei  been  loeae  in  his  priociplei^ 
Intf  he  is  ^^fHTtng  richt.** 

I  Mitioned  j£3lei*8  tragedj  of ''  £lTir%'* 


which  had  been  acted  the  preeeding  winter  ai 
Dnrj-ba^  and  that  the  Hon.  Andrew  Erakine*, 
Ur.  Dcoipcler*,  end  Mjadif^  had  joined 
in  vntinff  a  jpni^hlet,  entitied  **  (^itical 
Stnctaretr  ngainat  it^;  that  the  mildneaB  of 
D«Bpalar*a  diapoiition  had,  howerer,  relented ; 
•ad  he  had  eandidiy  aaad,  ^  We  haTO  hardly  a 
light  to  abuae  thia  tmgedy ;  for,  bad  aa  ii  is, 
how  mm  shewld  either  of  us  be  to  write  one 
aotMvso^oodr  JTonaoH.  ""WhynOvSir; 
thii  k  not  jast  reatonrng.  You  wu^  abase  a 
tr^j,  (hongli  you  cannot  write  one.  Yon 
anjrieoid  a  carpenter  who  iiaa  made  Tonabad 
uUe,  thoi^  jou  cannot  make  a  table.  It  ia 
■ot  f oer  trade  to  make  tablea.** 

Whea  I  taabed  to  him  of  the  paternal  estate 
towliariiIvwheir,Uaaid,''Sir,  let  me  teU 
m,  that  to  be  a  Scotch  laadlofd,  where  yon 
mn  a  — m"*«*^  of  f-^mtlioM  dependent  upon 
7M,  and  attached  to  yon,  is,  perheps,  aa  high 
A  araafiau  aa  bumamty  can  airive  at.  A 
■othaot  opan  the  'Change  of  London^  with 
•  heedred  thooaand  poupds»  ia  nothing;  an 
facU  Dokeb  with  an  imnenae  ibrtane,  ia 
iouiae:  he  hfla  no  tenanta  who  consider 
tWasHvca  aa  wader  his  patriarchal  cave^  and 
*W  will  kUkm  Mm  to  the  field  upon  an  emer- 

Hm  BOtien  of  the  dignity  of  a  Scotch  laad- 
lard  had  been  Ifaraaed  upon  what  he  had  heard 
of  the  Hwfalaiid  ehieft  {  lor  it  ia  long  aince  a 
'  ^snd  isndhird  has  been  so  curtailed  in  his 
^u<Ul  taihority,  that  he  has  little  more  in« 
*Tf^^  orer  hb  tenants  than  an  English  land- 
^fd;  and  of  kAe  years  most  of  the  Highland 
^^^  hare  destroyed,  by  means  too  well 
■AQwa,  the  princely  power  which  they  once 

He  proceeded:  —  ^'Yonr  going  abroad, 
*^f  and  ln<iahing  off  idle  habita,  may  be  of 
mat  iaportaace  to  yon.  I  would  so  where 
^^en  M  eoorta  and  learned  men.  Inere  is  a 
."Qmi  deal  of  Spain  that  haa  not  been  peram- 
I  would  hawe  yon  go  thither.     A 


K«ri  of  Kclli«.born  Ii  ITSS.  died 


lotiM  Ordo* 

X.  T.  Ibr  tlM  fife  dbtrlet  of 

of  lalMitt  ami  werf  aicraMbU 

Mm  iBorc  than  once  wHli  milofT. 

BOt  Im  ITM.  uid dMlD 

rbkk  Mallot  hliueirtoiDetImM 
rfMd  tbW  fwapUflC  m  **  tbe  crude  eflbrti  of 
.(■d  Mtf-eoBfMiK.**    There  being  thiutbree 


of  inferior  talents  to  yoors  may  fumiah 
us  with  useful  observations  upon  that  country." 
His  supposini^  me,  at  that  period  of  life, 
capable  of  writing  an  acoonnt  of  my  travela 
that  would  deaerre  to  be  read,  elated  me  not 
a  little. 
I  WMal  to  everr  impartial  reader  whether 
faithful  detail  of  his  frankness,  com- 
placency, and  kindneae  to  a  young  man,  a 
stranger,  and  a  Scotchman,  doea  not  refute 
the  nnjoat  opinion  of  the  harahnem  of  his 
general  demeanour.  Hia  occaaional  reproofa 
of  folly,  impudence,  or  impiety,  and  even  the 
sudden  sallies  of  his  conatitutional  irritability 
of  temper,  whidi  have  been  preserved  for  the 
poignancy  of  their  wit,  have  pcoduoed  that 

rlon  among  thcee  who  have  not  cooaidered 
audi  inataneea,  though  collected  by  Mrs. 
FioKsi  into  a  amall  volume',  and  read  over  in 
a  fiiw  houTBi  were,  in  fact,  acattered  throu^  a 
long  aeries  of  yearn :  years,  in  which  his  time 
was  chiefl  V  spent  in  inatnicting  and  del^hting 
mankind  by  uia  writings  and  conversation,  in 
acta  of  pietjjr  to  Gon,  and  nood-will  to  men. 

I  couplained  to  him  umt  I  had  not  yet 
acquired  much  knowledge,  and  asked  his 
advice  aa  to  my  atudiea.  He  said,  ^Don*t 
talk  of  study  now.  I  will  give  yon  a  plan; 
but  it  will  require  eome  time  to  consider  of 
it.**  '*  It  as  very  ^(ood  in  you,"  I  replied,  **to 
allow  me  to  be  with  you  thoa.  Had  it  been 
foretold  to  me  aome  veers  ago  that  I  ahould 
paaa  an  evening  witn  the  author  of  the 
Bambus,  how  ammld  I  have  exidted ! "  What 
I  then  espresaed,  waa  aincerely  from  the  heart 
He  waa  satisfied  that  it  waa,  and  cordially 
answered,  '*Sir,  I  am  glad  we  have  met.  I 
hope  we  shall  paaa  mimy  evenings,  and  morn- 
ings too,  together.*'  We  finishMl  a  couple  of 
bcmea  of  jwrt,  and  sat  till  between  one  and 
two  in  the  morning. 

He  wrote  this  year  in  the  Critical  Review 
the  account  of  *'  Telemachus,  a  Mask,**  by  the 
Bev.  George  Graham,  of  Eton  College.^  The 
subject  of  thia  beautiful  poem  was  particularly 
interesting  to  Jcdinson,  who  had  mfuch  ex- 
perience of  **the  conflict  of  opponte  prin- 
ciples,** which  he  describes  as  **  uie  contention 
between  pleasure  and  virtue;  a  struggle  which 
will  always  be  continued  while  the  present 
system  of  nature  shall  subsiat ;  nor  can  his- 
toiy  or  poetry  exhibit  more  than  pleaaure 


cpitbati,  v«,  the  tkree  auUiort,  had  «  hmncMroiu  eontcntlon 
hov  eaeh  ehould  beapproprUted —  Botwux. 

*  Boewell  aliode*.  priadpally  at  least,  to  the  sabetltutioo 
of  iheep  fanning  for  the  old  black.eattle  syilem  in  thp  lligh- 
landa  aad  lalaodi  of  Scedaiid,  io  consequence  of  which,  fewer 
hand*  Mof  required  oo  the  chiefs'  estates,  a  large  portion  of 
their  clansmen  were  driTen  into  eslle  in  America.  Wr  thnli 
bear  mora  o^  tbes^  affairs  In  the  oourae  of  the  Uebrkieaa 
Joumid,  flee/. «  Locmjumv. 

*  Mr.  Boewell  here,  and  elsewhere,  hints  blame  against 
Mrs.  Ploui  for  repeating  Johnson's  eoDvcrsationid  asperities. 
Anjr  one  who  esanines  tbf*  two  works  will  find  that  B<>»»«>ll 
relates  ten  times  as  masjr  as  the  lady.  No  one  would  hoiir»iIy 
relate  Johnaon's  coaversation  without  giving  tuch  saillcs  — 
CaoKBa. 

*  SOT^ael,lSthFebbl777.  — C 
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triumpliing  OTer  Yirtae,  and  Tirtae  subjugatiDg 
pleasure." 

As  Dr.  Oliver  Goldsmith  will  frequently 
appear  in  this  narratiTe,  I  shall  endeayour  to 
mike  mj  readers  in  some  desree  acquainted 
with  his  singular  character.  He  was  a  native 
of  Ireland,  and  a  contemporary  with  Mr. 
Burke,  at  Trinitj  College,  Dublin,  but  did 
not  then  ffive  much  promise  of  future  cele- 
brity.^ I^  however,  observed  to  Mr.Malone, 
that  ^  though  he  made  no  great  figure  in  ma- 
thematics, which  was  a  studv  in  much  rei>ute 
there,  he  could  turn  an  Ode  of  Horace  into 
English  better  than  any  of  them."  He  after- 
wards studied  physic  at  Edinburgh,  and  upon 
the  continent ' ;  and,  I  have  b^n  informed, 
was  enabled  to  pursue  his  traveb  on  foot, 
partly  by  demanding  at  Universities  to  enter 
the  lists  as  a  disputant,  by  which,  according  to 
the  custom  of  many  of  them,  he  was  entiUed 
to  the  premium  of  a  crown,  when,  luckily  for 
him,  his  challenge  was  not  accepted ;  so  that, 
as  I  once  observei  to  Dr.  Johnson,  he  disputed 
his  passage  through  Europe.  He  then  came 
to  England,  and  was  employed  successively  in 
the  capacities  of  an  usner  to  an  academy,  a 
corrector  of  the  press,  a  reviewer,  and  a 
writer  for  a  newspaper.'  He  had  sagacity 
enough  to  cultivate  assiduously  the  acquaint- 
ance of  Johnson,  and  his  faculties  were 
gradually  enlarged  by  the  contemplation  of 
such  a  model.  To  me  and  many  otners  it  wp- 
peared  that  he  studiously  copied  the  manner  of 
Johnson,  though,  indeed,  upon  a  smaller  scale. 

At  this  time  I  think  he  had  published  no- 
thing with  his  name,  though  it  was  pretty  gene- 
rallv  known  that  one  Dr,  Oddtmith  was  the 
author  of  ^  An  Inquiry  into  the  present  State 
of  Polite  Learning  in  Europe,"  and  of  ^  The 
Citizen  of  the  World,"    a  series  of  letters 


1  OoldtniUh  got  *  |>miiiiiiii  mt  a  ChrUtmas  ezunlDation  In 
Trlnltv  College,  Dubltn,  which  I  have  teen —  KiAaniT. 
The  Ckfittmtu  wrrmium  la  tha  moat  honourabla,  being  tha 
first  of  the  aeademk  jear :  al  the  other  three  exatnioauona, 
the  one  who  has  alreadj  had  a  premian  can  onljr  have  a 
eert{fteate  that  he  had  been  tha  best  answerer.  —  Halomi. 
Dr.  Keaniey  must  have  lieen  under  some  misconception  ;  a* 
It  laems  certain  that  Ollrtr  Goldsmith  nerer  obtained  aaijf 
premium. .~  CaoKct. 

s  With  no  great  succesa,  It  leerat,  from  his  being  in  ITtt 
rejected  br  the  College  of  Surgeons,  as  not  qualified  for  an 
Hotf^tal  Mate.    Prior's  L^e,  li.  »1  ~~  CaoRaa. 

*  The  storj  of  George  Primrose  in  the  Vicar  of  Wakefield 
contains  many  drcumstanoas  of  his  own  pertooal  history.  ~- 
CnoftiB,  I84S. 

4  He  had  also  published  In  1799.  **  The  Bee ;  being  Eaaaft 
en  the  most  lntere*ting  Subjerts.**  —  MAtoNB. 

*  Sea  his  Epiuph  In  Westminster  Abbey,  written  hj  Dr. 
Johnson.  _  Boawiu.. 

*  In  allusion  to  this,  Mr.  Horace  Walpole,  who  admired 
his  writings,  said  be  was  **aa  Inspired  iiUot ;  **  and  Garrlck 
described  nim  at  one 

*—  **  fbr  shortness  callM  Noll. 
Who  wrote  Ilka  an  angel,  and  talk'd  Uke  poor  Foil.** 

Sir  Joshua  Heynolda  mentioned  to  me,  that  he  freqoentlr 
heard  Goldsmith  talk  wnmlj  of  the  pleasure  of  beinfr  XkM, 
and  obserre  how  hard  It  would  br  if  llterarr  rvrrllmce 
shriuld  preclude  a  man  from  that  satiifartlon,  whirh  he  per- 
ceived It  often  did,  from  the  enrj  *hlrh  attrndrd  it ;  and 
therefore  Air  Joshua  was  convtn(N<a  that  he  wa«  inefntlonallf 
more  abturd.  In  order  to  let»en  himfelf  in  Mwtal  lnter<ourte, 
tntstlne  that  his  character  would  )jr  tiifflttrntly  tupiiortpil  hf 
hia  worka.    If  It  Indeed  was  his  intenuon  to  appear  absurd 


supposed  to  be  written  ftt>in  London  hy  t 
Chinese.^    No  man  had  the  art  of  dindajring 
with  more  advantage,  as  a  writer,  whatever 
literary  acquisitions  he  made.     ^*' Nihil  quod 
tetigU  non  omavity  ^    His  mind  resembled  s 
fertile,  but  thin  soil.    There  was  a  quick,  but 
not  a  strong  yegetation,  of  whatever  chanced 
to  be  thrown  upon  it.    Ko  deep  root  could  be 
struck.    The  oak  of  the  forest  did  not  grow 
there ;    but  the  elegant  shrubbery  and  the 
fragrant  parterre  appeared  in  gay  succession. 
It  has  been  generally  circulated  and  belieTed 
that  he  was  a  mere  fool  in  conversation  *;  but, 
in  truth,  this  has  been  greatly  exaggerated. 
He  had,  no  doubt,  a  more  than  common  share 
of  that  hurry  of  ideas  which  we  oflen  find  in 
his  countrymen,  and  which  sometimes  produces 
a   laughable  confusion  in  expressing  them. 
He  was  very  much  what  the  Prench  call  n 
etourdi ;  ana  from  vanity  and  an  eager  desire 
of  beins  conspicuous  wherever  he  wa?,  he 
frequenUy  talked    carelessly  without  know- 
ledge of  the  subject,  or  even  without  thou«^bt. 
His  person  was  short,  his  countenance  costm 
and  vulgar,  his  deportment  that  of  a  scholar 
awkwardly    affecting     the     easy    gentleman. 
Those  who  were  in  any  way  distinguished, 
excited  envy  in  him  to  so  ridiculous  an  cxce5^ 
that  the  instances  of  it  are  hardly  cre<rib)e. 
When    accompanying   two    beautiful   young 
ladies ''  with  their  mother  on  a  tour  in  France, 
he  was  seriously  angry  that  more  attention 
was  paid  to  them  than  to  him ;  and  once,  at 
the  exhibition  of  the  Fantoccini  in  London, 
when  those  who  sat  next  him  observed  with 
what  dexterity  a  puppet  was  made  to  tos^  a 
pike,  he  could  not  hear  that  it  should  hsTt 
such  praise,  and  exclaimed  with  some  warmth, 
"  Pshaw !  I  can  do  it  better  myself.-  • 
He,  I  am  afraid,  had  no  settled  system  of 


in  company,  he  was  often  tctj  succeaafbl.      But,  wi»h  4w 
deference  to  Sir  Joihua's  Ingenuitj,  I  think  the  co()j«<turt 

too  refined BoawELL. 

^  Miss  Homecks,  one  of  whom  la  now  married  to  l^*vsj 

Bunbury,  Esq.,  and  the  other  to  Colonel  Gwyn Boswiio.. 

Mrs.  Gwyn  sunrlred  to  favour  my  first   e<ditlon  with  wmt 
communications,  and  died  in  1840,    within  a  few    tt«;«  of 
having  completed  her  88th  year.     Mr.  Prior,  with  hit  «.•  •«.< 
cood-natnred  anxiety  to  whitewaah  Goldamnb.  teU«  u»  t^  -t 
he  has  the  authority  of  one  of  the  ladles  (no  d«>iiM   Vri. 
Gwyn)   for  saying   that    Goldsmith 'a    alleged    JfU'  *i*t    * 
thaattenUoo  paid  to  them  was  n  oaara  pleasantry.    I  «^->'- 
not,  however,  thiuk  thet  he  makes  out    hia     ca,«e.     Tl^ 
fart  of  Goldsmith's  havinc  made  the  atwurd  compU  nt  (•  ai- 
roitted  — but,  savs  Mr.  Prior's  informant,  **  it    wa»  !*>  ti've 

filavAilness,  and  1  was  ihock«rd  many  y  ear*  after«  &r.!«  i.  ««« 
t  In  print,  as  a  proof  of  bis  envioua  di«|>oftuuo  '  T>m 
guod-natuied  conitrurtion  which  the  kind  old  laJ«  «•< 
willing,  after  a  lapte  of  above  sixty  years,  to  put  (^o  <><-d- 
smith^  behaviour,  she  dlil  noc  eapre«e  In  her  prrvt«  ut  r  "«• 
rounlcation  with  mr,  though  It  had  allbrde^  ao  «it«v***t«  «& 
opportunity  of  correcttng  tite  all«>icod  Injuattrv  ;  arwi  A/*rr  «U 
It  ran  be  onir  matter  of  opinion  whether  the  TeaatKta  b.>  *^ 
rtousljr  exhibited  by  Goldtmuh  wa^  real  or  aaaumed  .  ■>'*d 
the  lady  went  cm,  arrordlns  to  Mr.  Prior,  to  »t»t»  a-- 
other  circumttanre,  which  nrovea  O  old  smith's  ab«  it4  ««■  "> 
almost  as  strongly  as  the  uct  which   ehe  extent.  »!••  '  ' 

/»«»rM,"  tald  shr.  "A^  ao€m  gmm  itrr^,  tAr  crL-t    •>     '  •'• 
fionir  not  numrmg  Aim  tAat  attmiium  frtnm  afa  Itirr  jr  %     r  ,  i 
vkich  tk*  iif^la^tf  he  rrcired  at  kvwme  ifirffcnd  !*«•  J»  4«« 
pert."    Prtor't  I.ijf,  II   :29l._  CaoKaa.   ia46. 

•  He  went  homr  with  Mr.  Burke  to  sup|t«v  ;  and  h*-'k»  *•'•! 
•bin  by  attrinintng  to  exhibit  to  the  company  \  .^  \-  .  i 
belter  ha  couU  Jump  over  a  atl^  Uian  the  pcixi<t»  ^ 
BoawBLL 
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tnj  sort,  so  that  his  conduct  must  not  be 
strictlj  scrutinised;  but  his  aifections  were 
social  and  generous,  and  when  he  had  money 
he  gaye  it  away  rery  liberally.  His  desire  of 
imaginary  consequencejpredominated  over  his 
attention  to  truth.  'Wnen  he  began  to  rise 
into  notice  he  said  he  Lad  a  brother  who  was 
Dean  of  Durham^;  a  fiction  so  easily  detected, 
that  it  is  wonderful  how  he  should  have  been 
so  inconsiderate  as  to  hazard  it.  He  boasted 
to  me  at  this  time  of  the  power  of  his  pen  in 
commanding  money,  which  I  believe  was  true 
in  a  certain  degree,  though  in  the  instance  he 
gave  he  was  by  no  means  correct.  He  told 
me  that  he  had  sold  a  novel  for  four  hundred 

E>und8.  This  was  his  "Vicar  of  Wakefield." 
ut  Johnson  informed  me,  that  he  had  made 
the  bargain  for  Groldsmith,  and  the  price  was 
sixty  pounds.  "  And,  Sir,"  said  he,  "  a  suffi- 
cient price  too,  when  it  was  sold ;  for  then  the 
fame  of  Gold^th  had  not  been  elevated,  as 
it  afterwards  was,  by  his  *  Traveller ; '  and  the 
bookseller  had  such  faint  hopes  of  profit  by 
his  bai^ain,  that  he  kept  the  manuscript  by 
him  a  long-time,  and  did  not  publish  it  till 
after  the  'Traveller'  had  appeared.  Then,  to 
be  sure,  it  was  accidentally  worth  more 
money. 


>  I  tti  wininc  to  1iop0  that  there  mar  hare  been  lome 
Pitt?''*  as  to  tmi  aaeccuiCe,  though  1  had  it  from  a  dlgnitar j 
tftbe  cborch.  Dr.  Isaac  Goldsmith,  his  near  relation,  was 
Dmb  of  CloyDe  in  1747 — Boswell. 

s  U  maj  not  be  improper  to  annex  here  Mrs.  Pioui'i 
aceoont  of  this  transaction,  in  hor  own  words,  as  a  specimen 
ef  the  estrcme  inaccuracy  with  which  all  her  anecdotes  of 
Dr.  Johnaoo  are  related,  or  rather  discoloured  and  dis* 
tarted:-^ 

'*  1  bare  forgotten  the  jrear,  but  It  could  scarcely,  I  think, 
be  later  than  1765  or  1766,  that  he  was  eaUed  .ibrupU^from 
our  hotue  vfter  dinner^  and,  returning  in  about  three  konr$^ 
Slid  he  had  been  with  an  enraged  author,  whose  landlady 
pressed  him  for  wment  within  ooon,  while  the  bailiflk  beset 
Ubi  without :  that  he  was  drinking  himte^f  drunk  with 
Haideris,  to  drown  care,  and  fretting  OTer  a  norel,  which, 
'  ;i,  was  to  be  his  wkoie  fortune ;  but  he  eouid  not 


get  a  done  for  distrueOon.  nor  could  he  step  out  of  doors  to 
oO^  to  for  sale.  Mr.  Johnson,  therefore,  sent  away  the 
bottle^  and  went  to  the  bookseller,  recommending  the  per- 
fcraui»e,  and  deairing  tome  immediate  reti^;  which  wnen 
he  broui^t  baick  to  the  writer,  he  caUtd  me  woman  of  the 
houM  dtredlif  to  partake  qf  punch,  and  pau  their  time  in 
merrimtmi.**    Aneedotet,  p- 119.  ~  Boswsll. 

Johnson  aometimea  repeated  the  same  anacdote  with  dif- 

fcsrsDt  circamstancea.  Here  the  greatest  discrepancy  betweoi 

the  two  stories  is  the  time  of  the  d^  at  which  it  happened : 

and,  unlockilr,  the  admitted  fiKt  of  the  bottle  qf  Madeira 

seams  to  reooer  Mrs.  Piossi's  version  the  more  probable  of 

tbe  two.    \U  according  to  Mr.  Boswell's  account.  Goldsmith 

had,  m  the  mtimhu^  changed  Johnson's  charitable  guinea 

far  tbe  ptnpose  of^gettlng  a  bottle  of  Bladeira,  we  cannot 

that  Mrs.  Piessi  represents  him  as  "  drinking  hinueff 

with  MadHra  i  "  but  there  is  a  more  serious  objection 

to  Mrs.  ftezl's  story.    She  says,  Johnson  left  her  t^e  to  go 

and  sell  the  novel ;  now  the  novel  was  sold  in  1761  —  four 

fears  before  Johnson's  acquaintance  with  the  Thrales,— 

thoi^  It  was  not  published  till  March,  1766.   The  Traveller 

appealed  December,  1764.    It  may  be  donbtftil  whether  the 

ale  was  not  later  than  1761,  but  it  certainly  was  long  before 

lite  aoniaintuice  with  the  Thrales.     Steevens  tells  a  not 

fiss^uar  story  of  Johnson  himself,  who  **  confessed  to  have 

beta  sometimes  in  the  power  of  bailiflk.    Richardson,  the 

asihor  of  Clarissa,  was  his  constant  friend  on  such  occasions. 

*  I  ranember  writing  to  him,'  said  Johnson,  *  fit>m  a  spong- 

^  house  ;  and  was  so  sure  of  my  deliverance  througn  ms 

H''*«'»Tf  and  UberaUty.  that,  before  his  replv  was  brought,  I 

knew  I  could  afford  to  joke  with  the  rascal  who  had  me  in 

custody,  and  did  so,  over  a  pb>t  of  adulterated  wine,  for 

whkfa,  at  that  instant,  I  had  no  mon^  to  pay.* "    London 

Mag.  voL  Iv.  p.  TSA.  —  Crokbr. 

^^AneedoKB,  p.IlSi  Ufo,  4»^BoswKLb.  How  Mr.Bonrall, 


Mrs.  Piozzi*  and  Sir  John  Hawkins  '  have 
strangely  mis-stated  the  history  of  Goldsmith^s 
situation  and  Johnson's  friendly  interference, 
when  this  novel  was  sold.  I  shall  give  it 
authentically  from  Johnson's  own  exact  nar- 
ration :  — 

"I  received  one  morning  a  message  from 
poor  Goldsmith  that  he  was  in  great  distress, 
and,  as  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  come  to  me, 
beg^ng  that  I  would  come  to  him  as  soon  as 
possible.  I  sent  him  a  guinea,  and  promised 
to  come  to  him  directly.  I  accordingly  went 
as  soon  as  I  was  dressed,  and  found  that  his 
landlady  had  arrested  him  for  his  rent,  at 
which  he  was  in  a  violent  passion.  I  perceived 
that  he  had  already  changed  my  gumea,  and 
bad  got  a  bottle  of  Madeira  and  a  glass  before 
him.  I  put  the  cork  into  the  bottle,  desired  he 
would  be  calm,  and  began  to  talk  to  him  of 
the  means  by  which  he  might  be  extricated. 
He  then  told  me  that  he  had  a  novel  ready  for 
the  {>ress,  which  he  produced  to  me.  I  looked 
into  it,  and  saw  its  merit ;  told  the  landlady  I 
should  soon  return;  and,  having  ^ne  to  a 
bookseller,  sold  it  for  sixty  pounds,  i  brought 
Groldsmith  the  mone^,  and  he  discharged  uis 
rent,  not  without  ratm^  his  landlady  in  a  high 
tone  for  having  used  him  so  ill.**  ^ 


who  affects  such  extreme  accuracy,  should  say  that  Hawkins 
has  ttrangelf/  mtt-etated  this  aAiU',  is  very  surprising ;  what 
Hawkins  says  ( L(Ar.  p  4M.).  is  merely  that,  under  a  pressing 
necessity,  he  wrote  the  Vicar  of  Wakefl^,  and  sokl  it  to 
Newberry  for  4(11.  Hawkins's  account  is  not  in  any  respect 
inconsistent  with  Boswell's :  and  the  difl^renoe  between  the 
prices  stated,  even  if  Hawkms  be  in  error,  is  surely  not  suf* 
ttclent  to  Justify  the  charge  of  a  strange  mU'Staiement.^ 
Crorsr. 

4  Goldsmith  was  small  of  stature,  and  of  mean  aspect. 
Miss  Reynolds  says  that  the  greatest  triumph  of  her  brother's 
pendl  was  in  glvuig  something  of  an  intellectual  air  to  Gold. 
smith,  but  even  this  portraitseems  mean  and  vulgar.  Hawkins 
and  other  writers  tell  a  variety  of  anecdotes  of  Goldsmith's 
imprudence  and  absurdity,  which  his  last  biograjriier,  Mr. 
Prior,  is,  with  an  amiable  partiality,  disposed  to  question ; 
but  of  the  substantial  truth  of  which  there  can  be,  I  think, 
no  reasonable  doubt. 

Colonel  O'Moore,  of  Clogban  Castle  in  Ireland,  told  me 
in  amushie  instance  of  the  mingled  vanity  and  simplicity 
of  Goldsmtth,  which  (thoofh,  perhaps,  coumred  a  little,  as 
aneedotee  too  often  are)  u  characteristic  at  least  of  the 
opinion  which  his  best  fHends  entertained  of  Goldsmith. 
One  afternoon,  as  Colond  O'Moore  and  Mr.  Burke  were 
walking  to  dine  with  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  they  observed  Gold- 
smith (also  on  his  way  to  Sir  Joshua's)  standing  near  a  crowd 
of  people,  who  were  staring  and  shouting  at  some  foreign 
women  in  the  windows  of  one  of  the  hotels  in  Letcester> 
Square.  '*  Observe  Goldsmith,"  said  Mr.  Burke  to  O'Moore, 
*'  and  mark  what  passes  between  him  and  me  by-and*by  at 
Sir  Joshua's."  They  passed  on,  and  arrived  before  Gold- 
smith, who  came  soon  after,  and  Mr.  Burke  affected  to 
receive  hhn  very  coolly.  This  seemed  to  vex  poor  Gold- 
smith, who  begged  Mr.  Burke  would  tell  him  how  he  had 
had  the  misfbrtune  to  oflbnd  him.  Burke  appeared  very 
reluctant  to  speak ;  but,  after  a  good  deid  of  pressing,  sala. 
**  that  he  was  really  ashamed  to  keep  up  an  Intimacy  with 
one  who  could  be  guilty  of  such  monstrous  indiscretions  as 
Goldsmith  had  Just  exhibited  in  the  square."  Goldsmith,  with 
great  earnestness,  protested  he  was  unconscious  of  what  was 
meant-  **  Why.*'  said  Burke,  "  did  you  not  excUim,  as  you 
were  looking  up  at  those  women,  what  stupid  beasts  the 
crowd  must  be  for  staring  with  such  admiration  at  those 
painted  Jrxebeti  /  while  a  man  of  your  talents  passed  by 
unnoticed?"  Goldsmith  was  horror-struck,  and  saiol 
**  Surely,  surely,  my  dear  fHend,  I  did  not  say  so  ?  '*  **  Nay,*^ 
replied  Burke,  **  if  you  had  not  said  so,  how  should  I  have 
known  it?"  **  lliat's  true,"  answered  Goldsmith,  with 
great  humility :  **  I  am  very  sorry —it  was  very  fbolish :  /  do 
recoUeet  that  oomething  qf  the  land  poised  through  my  mind, 
but  J  did  not  think  I  htkl  uttered  it,**ZcMOMMM, 


142 


BOSWELL'S  LIFE  OF  JOHNSOK. 


1763. 


CHAPTER  XVL 
176S. 

CkmrekOL-^JBommaB  TkomtML^Bmrtufm  «  Odir 
ON  SL  (kcUia't  Dw^.*-^  7%*  Ommomeur.  —  Tkg 
WML-^MUt  WmiamM^  Tka  BtrtUi^^Lmiam. 
^Min  PorUr*9  Ltfo^^-^^Iht  Kmg  mm  d» 
no  Wromg/* — Siatorietd  CampoHUm.  ^  Majfk, 
^  jMmiknoL  ^  The  nMui  Protftti  m  Ssoi- 
UmtL  —  Bhpiu. — Adam  Smith, — Jaabitmm,  — 
Lord  Bailm. — Keq^ng  a  Jcmnud, —  Tht  Xhi§ 
4fPru$aia'$I^eby.^J6hmmm*9  Librmjf, — **  Soi 
at  Bomt.** —  Pftg.  —  5tyb  o/Hmme,  —  haquoRtg 
of  JfeiiAtiidl  -^  ComgHttdSUmtd  GaoAtng.  —  Mtra- 
dm.'-ABqmaudamn  of  Tomtg  P^ofk.^ffard 
ifiiitftijl.  —  Mtkmthofy.  ^  Hfn,  Mmankt^,  — 
IPWtai'*  Aidir  a»  J^  —  9ir  Jmm  MaedmaU, 
^  Pn^Ktad  Thmr  U  tim  HiMdm,  —  SehmMof 


Mt  next  meeting  witb  Maaoa  was  on 
Friday  the  1st  of  July,  when  ke  and  I  and 
Dr.  CSroldsmitIi  sapped  ait  tlie  Mitre.  I  was 
bdfore  this  time  pretty  well  acqoainted  with 
Goldnmth,  who  was  one  of  the  brightest  orna- 
ments of  the  Johnsonian  schooL  (7oIdsniith*s 
resneetful  attadnnciit  to  Johnson  was  then  at 
hsneigbt;  for  his  own  fiterarj  reputation  had 
not  jet  distiiqpiihed  him  so  nnich  as  to  excite 
a  Tain  desire  of  competition  with  his  great 
master.  He  had  increued  my  admiratioB  of 
the  gpoodnesB  of  Johnson's  heart,  by  inddental 
ramai^  in  the  eonrse  of  eomrersation ;  soch 
as,  when  I  mentioned  Mr,  Lerett,  whom  he 
entertained  under  his  roof,  ^He  is  poor  and 
honest,  which  is  recommendation  enough  to 
Johnson  ;**  and  when  I  wondered  that  at  was 
Tery  kmd  to  a  man  of  whom  I  had  heard  a 
Tery  bad  characters  ^He  is  now  become 
miserable,  and  thai  insures  the  protection  of 
Johnson.*' 

Goldsmith    attempting    this    Cfrening    to 
aiMintiun,   I  fiqipose  froHi  an  aflfectatien  of 


I  TUi  U  to  •BadgQomlT  wonUd,  UmH  It  is 
to  dbum,  tliit  tiM  *«M  ekmmtter**  wm  wA  LevOL'^ 


tlaai  iadlaad  to  tUak  Khut  to 
diU  ckcaautaDM.  I  own  I  am  |mI««»  for  mj  worthy  ftiOMl 
Dr.  Joha  CmaabtXL  For  thMb  MOtoa  omiM  widioui 
nmorm  Amatutnadi flrom  Bublle wonhlpk  I  — nnt  On 
dw  eoiitr«7. 1  tovo  Ito  MM  bMoy  teraufaM  imM  w 
mlad,  with  tkow  of  a  tnily  Tpuwifcte  iaSfta.  who  ull  to  Mr. 
^^«j»^»  u  FMnd  L«istoo»  If  1  tovo  sot  bMS  at  cbnrch  on 
iunS^ldo  not  tool  mmtf  mm,*'  Dr.  CaiH*rU  wm  a 
rfocorolr  raUfloM  auM.  Lard  Mmu^Mf,  who  ii  oBlnfiiC 
for  hit  rtfMir  oT  kaowMfB,  aod  ■tteatlM  la  arao  of  ty«iti, 
aai  kaow  hia  waO.  toU  hml  thi*  wb«B  ho  calM  on  htaa  in  • 
BMralBf.  he  feoad  him  raadlM  a  ohiptOT  to  the  Greek  New 
TeeuaMBt,  which  ho  tofornc4  hit  lorS«hto  wm  hie  conetant 

-     -  ATe  coBMoeitton  it 


prartlco.    The  qaantitr  of  Dr.  G^pbell 
Saoet  taeredlble.  and  hie  laboara  hrnasht  hla  lane  prsStt. 
Or.  JoMph  Weitflo  told  aw  thec  Xotouoa  Mid  of  hha.  *'  He 
ie  the  ridMrt  aothor  that  eror  cnaod  tto  wwno  ofUtera- 


Mr.  Bofwdl  auoCM  thi«  didmn  m  If  It  wai  erldence  onlr 
of  Dr.  Caapbclra  weatth  ;  he  probably  did  not  Me  that  it 


paradox,  *'that  knowled^  was  not  desirable 
on  its  own  account,  for  it  often  was  a  souroe 
of  unhappiness ;  ** —  Johxsoh.  **  Why,  Sir,  that 
knowleage  may  in  some  cases  produce  unhap- 
piness, I  allow.  But,  upon  the  whole,  know- 
ledge, per  se,  is  certainly  an  object  which  every 
man  would  wish  to  attain,  altnough,  perhaui 
he  may  not  take  the  trouble  necessary  nv 
attaining  it.** 

Dr.  John  Campbell,  the  celebrated  political 
and  biographical  writer,  being  mentioned, 
Johnson  said,  ^  Campbell  is  a  man  of  mudi 
knowledge,  and  has  a  good  share  of  imagina- 
tion. His  *Hermippus  Redrrimis*  u  very 
entertuning,  as  an  account  of  the  Hermetic 
philosophy,  and  as  furnishing  a  curious  histoij 
of  the  extravagancies  of  the  human  mind.  If 
it  were  merely  imaginary,  it  would  be  nothiuff 
at  an.  Campbell  is  not  always  rigidly  caiefiu 
of  truth  in  nis  conversation ;  but  X  do  not 
belieye  there  is  any  thing  of  this  carelessness 
in  his  books.  Campbell  is  a  good  man,  a  pious 
man.  I  am  airaid  he  has  not  been  in  the 
inaode  of  a  church  for  many  years  * ;  but  be 
nevernasRS  a  church  without  pulling  off  lus 


hat.  This  shows  that  he  has  good  pfincipl 
I  used  to  go  pretty  often  to  Cambpell's  on  a 
Sunday  evening  ^  ull  I  began  to  consider  that 
the  slioals  of  Scotchmen  who  flocked  about 
him  might  probably  say,  when  any  thing  of 
mine  was  well  done,  *Ay,  ay,  he  has  learnt  this 

ofCAWMBIxI'" 

He  talked  very  contemptuously  of  Churcb- 
iU*s  poetry,  obeeryinff,  that  ^it  had  m  tem- 
porary currency,  mSy  from  its  sudactty  of 
abuse,  and  being  filled  with  Ivring  namea,  and 
that  it  would  smk  into  oblivion.**    I  Tentnred 
to  hint  that  he  was  not  quite  a  fiur  judge,  as 
Churchill  had  attacked  hmi  violently.  Jobhsost. 
**  Nay,  Sir,  I  am  a  very  fair  ju<^e.    He  did 
not  attack  me  violently  tiU  he  found  I  did  not 
Kke  his  poetry ;  and  his  attack  on  me  ahaU  not 
prevent  me  from  continuing  to  say  what   I 
think  of  him,  from  an  apprehenuon  thai  it 
mav  be  ascribed  to  resentment.     Ko,  Sir,  I 
called  the  fellow  a  blockhead  at  first,  and  I 
will  call  him  a  blockhead  stiH.    However,  I 
will  acknowledge  tiiat  I  have  a  better  opinioa 


crareeiei  lieu  im  ccwrenm  iriciis, 
ailoitoB,  M  gt  mUmg  the 


X 


ire. 


itory  or  Ceaipbeiri  "  palltoff  off  hit  hot  wheaever  ha 

rat  oeealbr  aunt] 

.    Jehaeoii  coald  hardly 


a  ehordi,  chough  he  had  not 

mait  hata  ertoeo 

hevo  Mrioosly  told  each  ea  aheurdKj.    h  if  well  kaawa,  tlsit 

the  aieoihert  of  the  kirk  of  Scotfamd  do  aoC  Ulak  il 

raryto  uaeorer  on  enterteff  ploeet  of  wonhlp»  thoof  h 

lower  elMMi  MmoHmos  show  a  kiad  of 

ratloa  for  hartal-nlaeefl :  perfaepe  Dr.  Gnqiiwn  but.  la 

Toivatloa  with  Joaneon,  have  Mtaded  la  thoM  < 

aad  thiM  ftren  occMlon  to  this  nbanrehrarfoa.  Rle  **  iJcwt 

of  the  Aaminth  '*  it  the  only  one  of  hb  ahaoet  laaaaMrabl* 

paMteatloat  that  ti  now  called  far.    Bo  wm  hora  la  ITOdw 

aad  died  la  177ft CiOKia. 

*  **  Caaipbeiri  rrtldmce  for  tone  yaue  hefcre  hii 
w«»  the  karce  new-built  huaie  sltuMa  at  the  aorth-ereet 
of  Queen  Sauare,  BloomtlNir7,  whither,  portinilarty 
SundM  efeniof,  fraet  tramben  of  penoot  of  the  Aiet  an^l. 
nenoe  for  scienoe  and  Uteraturo  were  eccaetcaied  to  rcac 
the  r njoyment  of  conrersatUm.**  tfavMn*  p.  StO. .»  F.  Ci 
MiaaaaM. 
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ofhimiiovrifcfliilOTioelMcl;  toheliiSBhewa 
more  feitifitT  tliMi  I  czpeotod.  To  be  nurc, 
be  u  ft  tree  lliafc  eHUiot  ipradaee  gwd  firok :  he 
onljrbeereermbB.  Bet,  Sir,  atreelhatprodaceB 
e  grett  manj  cnbe  is  better  tibam  »tvee  wbick 
only  e  few." 


Id  Hw  depreeifltion  of  Ckaa^bOta  poeferiF  I 
coeld  net  tgree  witk  bink  It  k  Tery  tree  mt 
the  gTMleet  peri  of  it  ii  upon  the  topics  of  the 
day,  on  which  aceo—t,  es  it  foiwagbt  hfan  gzeat 
ftme  aai  prefit  at  the  time,  it  most  pvopov^ 
tiooably  alid»  oat  ef  the  public  attention  es 
other  oecasioael  objeels  soeceedL  But  Choieh- 
ill  faai  eatfaeediaary  Tjgoer  both  of  thevight 
end  ezpreeaioB.  His  postfaite  of  the  playcni 
wiO  ever  be  rahnhle  to  the  trwe  lovers  of  the 
dnaaa ;  and  Ihs  strong  carieatares  of  sercraL 
emiaeat  men  of  ha  sge,  wfll  not  be  fcfrgt^Uitn, 
by  the  eorioas.  Let  see  add,  that  there  is  ia 
hg  wofka  maay  paflssgcs  wiiiA  sse  of  a  general 
aataie;  and  his  "^Piepheey  of  Famine**  is  a 
poem  of  BO  ordinary  merit*  it  is,  indeed, 
ftlsely  inhirioiis  to  Scodand;  bnt  therefore 
any  be  suowed  a  greater  shareof  inreaticm. 

DonneH  Thornton  had  just  pnUnhed  a 
bm-Ieaqne  •'Ode  on  St  Cecilia's  My,**  adapted 
to  the  ancient  Britidi  aamic,  ina.  the  sak-box, 
the  Jew*s  harp,  tibe  marrow-benea  and  dearer, 
the  hnm-stram  or  bopdygardy,  kc  Jofanaoa 
praised  its  homowr,  and  secm^l  mnch  diverted 
with  H.    He  repeated  the  '  ** 


la  stoaim  more  csalted  the  Mla^bw  ahaU  jotB« 
And  dattariag  aad  battering  and  clapfaag 

'■I 
m  rap 


a  tap,  wfaife  the  hollow  nde 


Up  aad  down  leapa  the  flap,  and  with  rattliog 
-         -   » I 


I  mentioned  the  periodical  paper  called 
^'Tbb  Cbaauiseaua,"  He  said  it  wanted  matter. 
—  No  doabt  it  had  not  the  deep  thinkhfy  of 
Johnson*s  wxitings;  but  suvelj  it  has  inst 
views  oTdie  sarfsoe  of  life,  and  a  very  spriflhtly 
manner.  His  opiaion  of  *^  Tna  WoaiJ>  was 
not  much  higher  than  o£  **The  Comoisnur.** 

Lei  me  here  apelo«se  for  the  impertet 
msmer  in  winch  I  am  obliged  to  exhibit  John* 
BOB*s  coaterwliiati  at  tUs  period*  in  the  early 
partof  mT-aoqaaiatanee  with  bna,  i  was  so  wxi^ 
m  njmisntion  of  his  extraordinarT  coUoqmal 
tatents,  and  sa  fittle  sccnstomed  to  ois  peculiar 
mode  of  eocpressian,  Aat  I  foand  it  extremely 
difllailt  to  recoliecl  aad  record  his  oonversn- 
tian  with  its  genaine  vigonr  and  vivacity.    In 


>  b  1909  t  Kt  ft>r  Aaait  muSl  Nairberj,  ThorntOD't  bur- 

}mmm  Oda  <»    St.  Gacllli'*  dqr.    II  wu  pcrrormed  at 

I    BaBeU9afatiiarfw,toaTMjcrowaed  nidlenoe;atIwastoId; 


Beard  tang  the  Mic-box  Mnig, 
m  that  ' 


lor  I  tbeo  reiidtod  (a  Horfidk. 

bnirablf  aoeoamsnied  on  that  fnatnuneat  bj 
letaM-oiMter  and  lhth«r  of  lllsa  Brent,  the  oeli»> 
;  Sieggs  OB  tfawlirooiBstlck,  aa  baaaooo ;  aod  a 
I  pcffonaer  oo  the  Jew's  harp.  ~"  Boulag  twaairi 
Che  troD  lyre.**  Clearani  ware  eaal  m  bell>metal  tor  tfaia 
aicanalonent.  AH  the  perfarmen  of  the  old  »oniaa*t 
Orafeory,  mmyHmvA  bf  Footer  were,  1  beitofe.  eaiplojred  at 
Baadash  oo  Cola  oecaafoD.  <—  Bcmm.      In  the  ortgteal 


progress  ef  time^  when  my  mind  was,  as  it 
were,  Ji^isajraf  iiiipi  vgwalatf  nun  flhe  ^oAasoaian 
nMer,  I  could,  wilh  much  mere  &ci]tty  sad 
ecactnesB,  earry  in  my  memory  and  oonmnt 
. ^^  exuberant  variety  of  has  wisd — 


wit. 


At  this  time  Mu»  Williaais^  as  she  was  thea 
catted,  timagh  she  did  not  tends  with  him  in 
the  Temple  under  his  rool^  bat  had  lodgings  in 
Bok-coiart,  Fleet-street,  had  so  much  of  his 
attention,  that  he  every  night  drank  tea  wi^ 
her  before  he  went  home,  however  late  it  might 
be,  and  she  always  sat  up  for  hiaL  This,  it 
may  be  fairly  conjectured,  was  not  alone  a 
proof  of  his  regard  for  htr ;  but  of  his  own 
unwi&ingness  to  go  into  solitude,  before  that 
unseasonable  hour  at  winch  he  had  habituated 
himself  to  expect  ihe  oblivion  ef  repose.  Dr. 
Goldsmith,  being  a  privflcged  aum,  went  with 
him  this  night,  Btrutting  away,  and  callina  to 
me  with  an  sir  of  supeiiortty,  like  that  of  an 
esoteric  over  an  exoteric  disciple  of  a  sage  of 
aatiquity%  *^  I  go  to  Miss  Wmiams.**  I  confess, 
I  then  envied  him  this  mighty  privilege,  of 
which  he  seemed  so  proud;  but  it  was  not  long 
before  i  obtained  tna  same  mark  of  disdnc- 
tion. 

On  Tuesday  the  Sih  of  July,  I  sgain  visited 
Johnson.  He  told  me  he  had  looked  into  the 
poems  of  a  p^ty  voluminous  writer,  Mr. 
(now  Dr.)  Joim  Ogilvie,  one  of  the  Fk^es- 
byterian  mimsters  of  Scotland,  which  had 
iMtf  come  out,  bat  coald  ind  nothing  in 
them.  BoBwaLb.  **Is  there  not  imagination 
in  tihem.  Sir  ?  **  Jobhsooi.  **  Why,  Sir,  thane 
is  in  them,  what  toos  imagination,  but  it  is  no 
more  imagination,  in  Atffit,  than  sound  is  sound 
in  the  echa  And  his  diction,  too,  is  not  his 
own.  We  have  Io]»  ago  seen  wkke'robed 
itmoceTicCy  andfiower-oemanghd  meads.^ 

Talking  of  London,  he  observed,  **Sir,  if 
yea  widi  to  have  a  just  notion  of  the  msgnitnde 
of  this  city,  you  must  not  be  satisfiM  wi& 
seeing  its  great  streets  and  aonaxea,  but  must 
survey  the  innumerable  little  lanes  snd  eourta 
It  is  not  in  the  showy  evolutkms  of  bvddings, 
but  in  the  nmitmlieity  of  human  habitatioBs 
which  are  eiowdea  together,  that  the  wondcarful 
iauneasity  of  London  consists.**  —  I  have  often 
annsed  mysdf  with  thinking  how  different  a 
place  Loadon  is  to  difierent  peoples  They, 
whose  narrow  nunds  are  contracted  to  the 
consideratioQ  of  secae  one  partacular  pursuit, 
view  it  oidy  thoroi^  that  medinDL.  A  poi»- 
tioian  thinks  ef  it  merely  as  the  aeat  of  go* 


edition  of  tblt  ode  bow  bcfbre  aie,  tbe  date  on  tte  tide-page 
ia  1749,  a  mistriie^  nodonbt,  for  1709.  For  tbe  me  to  which 
Dr.  Barney  put  it,  a*  a  borlfvaue  vehicle  Ibr  nraalc.  It  ia  very 
well ;  bat  as  a  Ifteirary  production,  it  leem*  wHhont  object  or 
neanlvf .  It  haa  not  even  the  low  merit  of  being  a  parody ; 
the  best  line  It  that  on  the  Jew's  harp,  abore  quoted — 
"  Buxitng  twangs  the  iron  lyre.*'—  CnoKsa. 

'  The  aneient  phUotophers  were  snpposed  to  have  two 
leti  of  tenets— one.  the  tMotetie,  eatemid,or  pmbUc  doctrines 
—  the  other,  the  noterie,  the  internal,  or  aeeret  doctrines^ 
which  were  reserved  for  the  more  favoured  few.  —  Caona. 
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Temment  in  its  different  departments ;  agrazier, 
aa  a  vast  market  for  cattle;  a  mercantik  man, 
as  a  place  where  a  prodigious  deal  of  business 
is  done  upon  *ChaDge ;  a  dramatic  enthusiast, 
as  the  grand  scene  of  theatrical  entertain- 
ments ;  a  man  of  pleasure,  as  an  assemblage  of 
taverns,  and  the  great  emporium  for  ladies  of 
easy  virtue.  But  the  intellectual  man  is  struck 
witn  it,  as  comprehending  the  whole  of  human 
life  in  all  its  variety,  the  contemplation  of 
which  is  inexhaustible. 

[JOHNSON  TO  MISS  PORTER. 

•*  July  ».  1768. 

**  M T  DXAKEST  Deab,  —  I  am  extremely  glad 
that  so  much  prudence  and  virtue  as  yours  is  at 
last  awarded  with  so  large  a  fortune ',  and  doubt 
not  but  that  the  excellence  which  you  have  shewn 
in  circumstances  of  difficulty  will  continue  the  same 
in  the  convenience  of  wealth. 

*'  I  have  not  written  to  you  sooner,  having  no- 
thing to  say,  which  you  would  not  easily  suppose — 
nothing  but  that  I  love  you  and  wish  you  happy  ; 
of  which  you  may  be  always  assured,  whether  I 
write  or  not 

*'  I  have  had  an  inflammaUon  in  my  eyes ;  but 
it  is  much  better,  and  will  be,  I  hope,  soon  quite 

well. 

**  Be  so  good  as  to  let  me  know  whether  you 
design  to  stay  at  Lichfield  this  summer ;  if  you 
do»  I  purpose  to  come  down.  I  shall  bring  Frank 
with  me;  so  that  Kitty  must  contrive  to  make 
two  beds,  or  get  a  servant's  bed  at  the  Three 
Crowns,  which  may  be  as  well.  As  I  suppose  she 
may  want  sheets,  and  table  linen,  and  such  things, 
1  liave  sent  ten  pounds,  which  she  may  lay  out  in 
«onvenivnc«t.  1  will  pay  her  for  our  board  what 
you  think  proper ;  I  think  a  guinea  a  week  for  me 
and  the  luiy. 

*•  Wq  pleased  to  give  my  love  to  Kitty. —  I  am, 
my  Uvaretit  love,  your  most  humble  servant, 
.—  IkartiiH  MSS.  "  Sam.  Johnson."] 

On  Wednesday,  July  6.,  he  was  engaged  to 
sun  with  me  at  my  lodgings  in  Downin^-street, 
Westminster.  But  on  the  preceding  night  my 
landlord  having  behaved  very  rudely  to  me 
and  some  company  who  were  with  me,  I  had 
resolved  not  to  remain  another  night  in  his 
house.  I  was  exceedingly  uneasy  at  the 
awkward  appearance  I  supposed  I  should  make 
to  Johnson  and  the  other  gentlemen  whom  I 
had  invited,  not  being  able  to  receive  them  at 
home,  and  being  obliged  to  order  supper  at  the 
Mitre.  I  went  to  Johnson  in  the  morning, 
and  talked  of  it  as  of  a  serious  distress.  He 
laughed,  and  said,  *^  Consider,  Sir,  how  insignifi- 


1  Mlii  Porter  had  Jast  received  a  leeacy  of  ten  thoouad 
poandt,  by  the  death  of  her  brother.  —  Crokbk. 

*  Certainly  not ;  you  raiut  uae  them  according  to  the  con- 
tract, expreued  or  implied,  under  which  you  have  hired 
them.  If  a  landlord  breaks  hit  part  of  the  contract,  the  law 
will  reliere  the  other  party ;  but  the  latter  la  not  at  liberty  to 
take  such  violent  and  illegal  steps  as  Johnson  suggests.  — 

C»OKU*. 

*  Isaac  Ambrose  Eccles,  Esq.,  of  Cronroe,  in  the  county  of 
Yfk^Utw,  whom  1  hare  heard  talk  of  this  supper.  He  was  of 
a  liutrmrf  tttin,  and  published  one  or  two  plays  of  Shakspeare, 
vMiaotM.— Caoaia. 


cant  this  will  appear  a  twelvemonth  hence.** 
Were  this  consideration  to  be  applied  to  most 
of  the  little  vexatious  incidents  of  life,  by 
which  our  quiet  is  too  often  disturbed,  it  would 
prevent  many  painful  sensations.  I  have  tried 
It  fi^equently  with  good  effect.  '*  There  is 
nothing,**  continued  he,  **  in  this  mightv  mis- 
fortune ;  nay,  we  shall  be  better  at  the  Mitre." 
I  told  him  that  I  had  been  at  Sir  John 
Fielding's  office,  complaining  of  my  landlord, 
and  had  been  informed  that,  though  I  had 
taken  my  lodgings  for  a  year,  I  might,  upon 
proof  of  his  bad  behaviour,  quit  them  when  I 
pleased,  without  being  under  an  obligation  to 
pay  rent  for  any  longer  time  than  while  I 
possessed  them.  The  fertility  of  John5on*8 
mind  could  show  itself  even  upon  so  small  a 
matter  as  this.  "Why,  Sir,*  said  he,  "I 
suppose  this  must  be  the  law,  since  you  have 
been  told  so  in  Bow-street.  But,  if  ^our  land- 
lord could  hold  vou  to  your  bargam,  and  the 
lodginffs  should  be  yours  for  a  year,  you  may 
certEumy  use  them  as  vou  think  fit.'  So,  Sir, 
you  may  quarter  two  life-guardsmen  upon  him ; 
or  you  may  send  the  greatest  scoundrel  you  can 
find  into  your  apartments;  or  you  may  say 
that  you  want  to  make  some  experiments  in 
natural  philosophy,  and  may  bum  a  large 
quantity  of  assafcetida  in  his  house.** 

I  had  as  my  guests  this  evening  at  the 
Mitre  tavern,  I)r.  Johnson,  Dr.  Goldsmith, 
Mr.  Thomas  Davies,  Mr.  Eccles',  an  Irish 
gentleman,  for  whose  agreeable  company  I  was 
obliged  to  Mr.  Davies,  and  the  Bev.  Mr.  John 
Ogilvie  ^  who  was  desirous  of  being  in  com- 
pany with  my  illustrious  friend;  while  I, 
m  my  turn,  was  proud  to  have  the  honour 
of  snowing  one  of  my  countrymen  npon 
what  easy  terms  Johnson  permitted  me  to 
live  with  hinu 

(joldsmith,  as  usual,  endeavoured,  with  too 
much  eagerness,  to  shine^  and  disputed  very 
warmly  with  Johnson  agiunst  the  well-known 
maxim  of  the  British  constitution,  "  the  king 
can  do  no  wrong;**  affirming,  that  "what 
was  moraUy  false  could  not  be  politically  true  ; 
and  as  the  king  might,  in  the  exercise  of  his 
regal  power,  command  and  cause  the  doing  of 
what  was  wrong,  it  certainly  might  be  said,  in 
sense  and  in  reason,  that  he  could  do  wron^.*^ 
JoHKSOR.  "  Sir,  you  are  to  consider,  that  in 
our  constitution,  according  to  its  true  prtn- 
ciples,  the  king  is  the  head,  he  is  supreme  ;  he 
is  above  every  thing,  and  there  is  no  power  hy 
which  he  can  be  tried.    Therefore  it  is,   Sir, 

*  The  northern  bard  mentioned  pajre  143.  When  I  siak«<<t 
Dr.  Johnson's  permission  to  introduce  hhn,  he  oMi|rinjr1y 
aareed ;  adding,  nowever,  with  a  sljr  pleaaantrr/*  but  he  must 
give  us  none  of  his  poetry.*'  It  is  remarkMie  that  Jobnson 
and  Churchill,  howerer  much  they  differed  in  other  potuta 
agreed  on  this  subject.  See  Churdiiirs '*  Joaraey.*'  It  ia* 
however^  but  Justice  to  Dr.  Ogilfie  to  obeenri*,  th«t  his 
*'  Day  of  Judgment  *'  has  no  inconsiderable  share  of  merit. 

BOSWCLL. 

BoswelPs  naheU  in  thinking  it  remarkoNe  that  two  prr. 
sons  should  agree  in  disliking  the  poetry  of  his  n»rthrr^t^ 
bard  is  amusing :  it  might  have  beea  more  remark aM*  if  i«  o 
bad  agreed  in  liJtmg  it.  —  Ckobbk. 
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ihat  we  hold  the  king  can  do  no  wrong ;  that 
whaterer  maj  happen  to  be  wrong  in  govern* 
ment  maj  not  be  above  our  reach,  by  being 
aacribed  to  Migestj.  Bedresa  is  always  to  be 
had  against  oppression,  by  pnnishing  the  im- 
mediate agents.  The  king,  though  he  should 
command,  cannot  force  a  judse  to  condemn  a 
man  mijustly ;  therefore  it  is  we  judge  whom 
we  prosecute  and  punish.  Political  institu- 
tions are  formed  upon  the  consideration  of 
what  will  most  freauently  tend  to  the  good  of 
the  whole,  although  now  and  then  exceptions 
may  occur.  Thus  it  is  better  in  general  that 
a  natkm  ahould  have  a  supreme  legislative 
power,  although  it  may  at  times  be^  abused. 
And  thai.  Sir,  there  is  this  consideration,  that 
tf  tke  abtue  be  enormous^  Nature  vnll  riee  up ; 
aad,  eUamiMg  her  original  rights^  overturn  a 
eorrapt  paiUbeaL  eyetemP  I  mark  this  animated 
aentence  with  peculiar  pleasure^  as  a  noble 
watiHiAft  q£  that  truly  dignified  spirit  of  fireedom 
which  ever  glowed  m  his  heart,  though  he  was 
changed  wim  slavish  tenets  by  superficial 
observers;  because  he  was  at  all  times  in- 
dignant aeainst  that  false  patriotism,  that 
pretendedlove  of  freedom,  tnat  unruly  rest- 
wasneas,  which  is  inconsistent  with  the  stable 
authoority  of  any  good  government. 

This  generous  sentiment,  which  he  uttered 
with  sreat  fervour,  struck  me  excee^^ly, 
lad  stared  my  blood  to  that  pitch  of  fancied 
resistanoe,  the  possibility  of  which  I  am  glad 
to  keep  in  mind,  but  to  which  I  trust  I  never 
iball  be  forced. 

**  Great  abililaes,**  said  he,  **are  not  re- 
^oidte  for  an  historian;  for  in  historical 
composition  all  the  greatest  powers  of  the 
human  mind  are  quiescent.  He  has  facts  ready 
to  hia  hand ;  ao  there  is  no  exercise  of  inven- 
taoo.  Imagination  is  not  required  in  an^  hiffh 
degree ;  ouy  about  as  much  as  is  used  in  the 
lower  kinds  of  poetry.  Some  penetration, 
accora^,  and  colourii:^  will  fit  a  man  for  the 
task,  if  he  can  give  we  application  which  is 


**  Bayle's  Dictionary  is  a  very  useM  work 
fcr  those  to  consult  who  love  the  biographical 
part  of  literatore,  which  is  what  I  love  most.** ' 

Talking  of  the  eminent  writers  in  Queen 
Aaoe*a  reign,  he  observed,  ^'I  think  Dr. 
Arbolhnot  the  first  man  among  them.  He 
the  most  universal  genius,  oeing  an  ex- 


•pnklnf  of  Bujle'i  manner  In  hli  Dfe- 

J,  Mr.  Pojpe  mU  : — *  Af,  h«  U  the  onljr  nun  that  aver 

eabcted  with  ao  modi  jodgment,  ami  wrote  with  to  much 
MMt.  «t  the  ame  time.' "  —  Spente.  —  Wbioht. 

*  lfn.Brooke  (Fraooaa  Moore,  wife  of  the  Rev.  Mr.Brooke, 
ihMilaiii  to  the  ftMPoaa  in  Canada,  whither  the  acoompanied 
Mm'I  wwmmkmmA  ao  aaawer  not  nnlike  thla,  when  exiianating 
« the  acuiomletico  of  eabUme  and  beamlftil  ofajecta,  which 
IbnB  the  ftne  prospect  op  the  rtrer  St.  Lawrence  In  North 
\t**  CooM,  Hiadan,  (aaTS  Dr.  Johnson,)  oonfeat  that 
ever  e^aaUed  yoor  pleaaure  in  aeelnff  that  lif  ht 
,  and  flodlos  yonraelf  looklne  at  the  happy  pnwpect 
re  the  river  81.  tewreoce.'*  Mra.  Brooke  wrote  two 
-^  ^  caOed  **  Bml^  Mootafue,**  and  *'  Lady  Julia  Mande- 
TiOe.**  She  afterwarda  produced  levera!  dramatic  pieces, 
onaer which,  **  Roahm,'*  still  keeps  the  stace.  She  Is  said 
to  have  heeo  i«Kh  esurcmnd  bj  Johnson,    she  died  In  1789. 


cellent  physician,  a  man  of  deep  learning,  and 
a  man  of  much  himiour.  Mr.  Addison  was,  to 
be  sure,  a  great  man:  his  learning  was  not  pro- 
found ;  but  his  morality,  his  humour,  and  his 
elegance  of  writing,  set  nim  very  high.** 

Mr.  Ogilvie  was  unlucky  enough  to  choose 
for  the  topic  of  his  conversation  uie  praises  of 
his  native  country.  He  began  witn  saying, 
that  there  was  very  rich  land  around  Edin* 
bur^.  Goldsmith,  who  had  studied  physic 
there,  contradicted  this,  very  untruly,  with  a 
sneering  laugh.  Disconcerted  a  little  by  this, 
Mr.  Ogilvie  then  took  new  ground,  where,  I 
suppose,  he  thought  himself  perfectly  safe; 
for  ne  observed,  that  Scotland  had  a  great  many 
noble  wild  prospects.  Johhson.  ^  I  believe. 
Sir,  you  have  a  great  many.  Norway,  too,  has 
noble  wild  prospects ;  and  Lapland  is  remark- 
able for  prodisious  noble  wild  prospects.  But, 
Sir,  let  me  telT  you,  the  noblest  prospect  which 
a  Scotchman  ever  sees,  is  the  high  road  that 
leads  him  to  England  1  '*  *  This  unexpected 
and  pointed  sally  produced  a  roar  of  applause. 
After  all,  however,  those  who  admire  the  rude 
ffrandeur  of  Nature  cannot  deny  it  to  Cale- 
aonia. 

On  Saturday,  July  9.,  I  found  Johnson 
surrounded  with  a  numerous  lev^  but  have 
not  preserved  any  part  of  his  conversation. 


[JOHNSON  TO  MISS  PORTER. 

*«  July  li.  1763. 

"  Mr  DXAftxn  Lovk,»-I  had  forgot  my  debt 
to  poor  Kitty ;  pray  let  her  have  the  note,  and  do 
what  you  can  for  her,  for  she  has  been  always  very 
good.  I  will  help  her  to  a  little  more  money  if 
she  wants  it,  and  will  write.  I  intend  that  she 
shall  have  the  use  of  the  house  as  long  as  she  and 
I  live. 

**  That  there  should  not  be  room  for  me  at  the 
house  \sk  aome  disappointment  to  me,  but  the  mat« 
ter  is  not  very  great  I  am  sorry  you  have  had 
your  head  filled  with  building  *,  for  many  reasons. 
It  was  not  necessary  to  settle  immediately  for  life  at 
any  one  place ;  you  might  have  stud  and  seen  more 
of  the  world.  You  will  not  have  your  work  done, 
as  you  do  not  understand  it,  but  at  twice  the  value. 
You  might  have  hired  a  house  at  half  the  interest 
of  the  money  for  which  you  build  it,  if  your  house 
cost  you  a  thousand  pounds.  You  might  have  the 
Palace  for  twenty  pounds,  and  make  forty  of  your 
thousand  pounds;  so  in  twenty  years  you  would 


**  The  truth  is,**  adds  Mrs.  Plozxl, "  he  hated  to  hear  about 
prospects  and  views,  and  laying  out  ground,  and  taste  hi 
gardening:—  ** That  was  the  best  garden  (he  said)  which 

Eroduoed  most  roou  and  fruits ;  and  that  water  was  most  to 
e  prised  which  contained  most  fish.*'  He  used  to  laugh  at 
Shensume  most  unmerclAilIy  for  not  earing  whether  there  was 
any  thing  good  to  col  in  the  streams  he  was  so  fond  of.  Walk- 
ing In  a  wood  when  it  rained  was,  I  thhik,  the  only  rural  image 
which  pleased  his  fancy.  He  loved  the  sight  of  fine  forest- 
trees,  however,  and  detested  Brlghthelrastooe  Downs, "  be- 
cause it  was  a  country  so  truly  desolate  (he  said),  that  if  one 
had  a  mind  to  hang  one's  self  for  desperation  at  being 
obliged  to  live  there.  It  would  be  dlfflcuU  to  find  a  tree  on 
which  to  fasten  the  rope.'*—  Caoaaa. 

*  Walk  Porter  laid  out  nearly  one-third  of  her  l^acy  in 
building  a  handsome  house  at  Lichfield,  where  Johnson  in 
after  years  frequently  visited  her.— Caoasa. 
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JOHNSON  TO  GEORGE  8TRAHAN. 

*•  i4ib  JvHy,  rm. 

"  Dkae  Gao»mt,^T»  grn  psin  ought  ahrajs 
to  W  painfbl,  and  I  mb  wrry  that  I  b«Te  been  the 
m  ciamj  wmmnntm  to  yoo,  to  whom  I  hope 
to  [do]  any  thiiig  bat  ftir  your  bentit  or 
Yowr  muiiif  wm  wicfaoot  aaj 
M  fott  had  vrittHi  with 
to  m%  aad  I  had  oaly  nagr 
loetad  to  aaawv  them,  hatama  at  Bochia^  Mw  hod 
baan  propoaed  to  jonr  ttudyt  no  saw  diraetioo  or 
ineittincnl  could  be  oflared  you.  But  if  it  had 
happanad  that  yon  had  onuttcd  what  yoo  did  not 
omit,  and  that  I  had  for  an  hour,  or  a  waek»  or  a 
much  longer  time,  thought  mjtelf  put  out  of  your 
Bund  by  aomething  to  which  presence  gave  that 
pravalanoe,  which  preaence  will  tometimei  pTe 
•van  where  there  ia  the  moat  prudence  and  ex- 
pariancBb  you  are  not  to  imagine  that  my  frteod- 
afaip  le  light  enough  to  be  blown  away  by  the  lint 
erase  bleat,  or  that  my  regard  or  hindnem  hangs  by 
m  alaadar  a  hair  m  to  be  broken  off  by  the  unCilt 
weight  of  a  petty  offence.  I  lore  you,  and  hope  to 
love  you  loag.  You  ha«a  hitherto  done  nothing  to 
diminirfi  my  good  will*  and  though  you  had  (kme 
much  more  than  you  hare  enppoeed  imputed  to  yon, 
my  good  will  would  not  have  been  diminished. 

**  I  write  thus  largely  on  this  suspicion,  which 
▼ou  have  suffered  to  eater  into  your  mind,  because 
ui  youth  we  are  apt  to  be  too  rigorous  in  our  es- 
peetations,  and  to  suppose  that  the  duties  of  life  are 
to  be  pet  for  mod  with  uafkiiing  exactness  and  regu- 
larity; but  in  our  progress  through  life  we  are 
Ibreed  to  abate  much  c?  our  demands,  and  to  take 
Mends  such  m  we  ean  iind  them,  not  as  we  would 
le  them. 


none  every  wise  man  h 
ready  to  make  to  others,  as  he  knows  that  he  shall 
often  want  them  for  himself;  and  when  he  remem- 
bers how  ollan  he  fails  in  the  observance  of  a  culti- 
vation ct  hie  beet  friends,  ia  willing  to  suppose  that 
bia  frisnds  may  in  their  turn  neglect  him»  trithout 
any  intentiaii  to  offend  him. 

**  When  thereiwe  it  shall  happen,  as  happen  it 
win,  that  you  or  I  have  diuippointed  the  expectA- 
tioa  of  the  other,  you  are  not  to  suppose  that  you 
have  loot  ma^  or  that  I  intended  to  lose  you; 
aothiog  will  remain  but  to  repair  the  fault,  and  to 
go  on  as  if  it  never  had  been  committed.  I  am. 
Sir,  your  allbetiooaia  servant,  Sam.  JoaKsoN.*] 
—  ilase  MSA 

On  the  14t]i  we  had  another  erening  by 
oondvea  at  the  Mitre.  It  happening  to  be  a 
▼ery  rainy  night,  I  made  tome  oommon-plaoe 
oboervatioos  on  the  relaxation  of  nerres  and 
deproenon  of  ipirili  which  inch  weather 


1  JohoMM  vomM  ttiahr  imosof  li(s  fH«B4s  te  M  mpthmmn 
to  tnnvffMUm  with  rvmsrki  oo  lbs  —•*'—•       -  t  -.  .„ 
p«t  ulk  ul  tlw  wruhrr.**-.  Bt  mv 
'  Ut%.  Ptotit  Ml  t  that  **  Ihtnuih  Dr. 

an4  rti^rtM  tfivrt%  btM  wb«o  htt  ««r«an«  of  rv- 
la  ca«  fmr  iTtC.  jti  h*  wvi 


lllr  tM  «tr ,..,. 

•ptrsiKMi  emiia  M-aroaJf  |4«v 


Ms 


pwtutcd  In  ihm  doUoo.  tkM  MklMr  of  IMm  had  say  Uftlsfla 


nooed' ;  adding,  howerer,  thai  it  wis  good  for 
the  Tesetable  creation.  Johnion,  who,  u  we 
hsfe  a&mdr  seen,  denied  that  the  temperature 
of  the  mr  had  any  influence  en  the  human 
frame,  anewered,  with  n  imile  of  ridicule, 
•*  Why,  yes,  Sir,  it  iagood  for  TCgetables,  lod 
for  the  animala  who  eat  thoee  Tegetables,  and 
for  the  animab  who  eat  thoae  mimab.*'  This 
obaemtion  of  his  aptly  enough  introdooed  i 
good  topper ;  and  I  soon  for^»l,  in  Johnson*« 
company,  the  inflnenoe  of  a  moist  atmospbere.' 

Feeling  mTidf  now  quite  H  ease  as  his 
ooamanion«  though  I  had  all  potnble  reverence 
for  him,  I  ezpreaed  a  r^ret  that  I  couki  sot 
be  to  easT  with  my  fkther,  thoogh  be  was  not 
nrach  older  than  Johnson,  and  certainly,  bow- 
erer  respectable,  had  not  more  learning  ud 
greater  abilities  to  depress  me.  I  sskei)  bim 
the  reason  of  this.  Jomraoif.  ^  Why,  Sir,  I 
am  a  man  of  the  world.  I  lire  in  the  world, 
and  I  ti^e,  m  some  dq^ree,  the  colour  of  the 
world  aa  it  mores  along.  Toor  father  »  • 
indge  in  a  remote  part  of  the  island,  ami  all 
nia  notions  are  taken  from  the  old  worid. 
Besides,  Sir,  there  most  alwaTS  be  a  strvp^le 
between  a  father  and  son,  while  one  amu  at 
power  and  the  other  at  independence."  1  wA, 
I  was  afraid  my  fother  woald  force  me  to  be  a 
lawyer.  JoHnaoir.  •*  Sir,  yon  need  not  be 
afraid  of  his  forcinff  joa  to  be  a  labonrms 
practising  lawyer;  that  is  not  in  his  pr^^'r- 
For,  aa  the  oroverb  says,  *One  man  msj  lead 
a  horse  to  tne  water,  but  twen^  cannot  make 
him  drink.'  He  may  be  displeased  that  tcq 
are  not  what  he  wishes  you  to  be ;  bat  tUt 
displeasnre  will  not  go  far.  If  he  insi^tj  rair 
on  yonr  having  as  much  law  as  is  neeesMrj  fnr 
a  man  of  property,  and  then  endeaYonrs  to  j^t 
yon  into  parliament,  he  is  quite  in  the  rii'bt. 

He  enlarged  Tery  conyincingly  upon  ?bf 
excellence  of  rhyme  over  blank  Terse  in  Fji* 
fflish  poetry.  I  mentioned  to  him  that  I^- 
Adam  Smith,  in  his  lectures  upon  com|>n«it''«* 
when  I  studied  under  him  in  theColkv«\<« 
Glasgow,  had  maintained  the  same  opinK^ 
strennoudy,  and  I  repeated  some  of  his  arr^* 
menta.  Jomson.  "^  Sir,  I  was  once'  in  c«>i^ 
pany  with  Smith,  and  we  did  not  take  to  ea^ 
other;  but  had  I  known  that  he  loved  HrviDe 
as  much  as  you  tell  me  he  does,  I  sbonld  bsfs 
BUOGBD  him.** 

Talkinr  of  those  who  denied  the  truth  « 
Christianity,  he  said,  ^'It  is  always  easy  to  bt 
on  the  negatire  side.  If  a  manwers  fxywW 
deuT  that  there  is  salt  upon  the  table,  m 
could  not  reduce  him  to  an  abenrdity.  C^(*% 
let  us  try  thu  a  little  fturther.  I  deny  tM 
Canada  is  taken,  and  I  can  ai^pport  my  demM 


do  with  hMlth.**  *•  l^onto  th9  u  Inoa.**  m 
AIW7  M  on  Hjliiliwj  Plain ;  ana  iImt  Bwm 
th«l  aa  InluOMtaoi  of  thm  flrit  w««ilil«  If  ki 
iurv«  hto  undrnundinc  for  «mat  oi  t^mwm 
In  «  aiat^  ofmimtAl  irtfpHorllj.**  —  C^SMiia. 
a  8««^iM.»UiOrt.l77S,aad '    ^ 
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hf  prattj  good  argumeats.    The  French  are  a 
Biach  more  mtmerovs  people  than  we ;  and  it  is 
B0t  Kkelj  that  ther  woula  allow  us  to  take  tt. 
^  But  the  flusisferj  have  assured  us,  in  all  the 
IbraiaSty  of  the  Gazette,  that  it  is  taken.*  — 
Very  true.    Bat  the  ministrj  have  put  us  to 
an  CDormona  expense  hj  the  war  in  America, 
and  it  is  their  interest  to  persuade  us  that  we 
have  ffot  something  for  our  money.  —  *Bttt  the 
fact  IB  ooofinned  bj  thousands  of  men  who 
were  a4  the  takii^  of  it.*  —  Ay,  bat  these  men 
have  still  more  interest  in  deoeiTing  us.    Ther 
doa^t  vans  that  jeu  should  think  the  French 
have  beat  them,  bat  that  thej  hare  beai  the 
Freocfa.  Now  suppose  jou  should  go  over  and 
fiad  that  it  reailj  is  taken ;  that  would  onl  j 
satisfy  yourself;  for  when  jon  come  hoeae  we 
will  noi  bdiere  Tou.    We  will  say,  you  have 
been  bribed.  —  Xet,  Sir,  notwithstanding  all 
tlwse  plaosible  objections,  we  hare  no  doubt 
that  rbnada  is  really  ours.  Such  is  the  weight 
of  aoaHMMi  testimony.     How  mudi  stronger 
die  CTidaioes  of  the  Christian  reiigiott  \ 
Ukaeaa  ia  a  ^sease  which  must  be  com- 
;  boi  I  would  not  adriae  a  rigid  ad- 
to  a  partiealar  plan  of  stu(^. '     I 
■jar  if  have  naver  persisted  ia  any  plan  for 
tva  days  together.    A  man  ought  to  read  just 
an  ■rlwafinn  lads  htm  ,*  for  what  he  reads  as 
will  do  bim  little  good.    A  young  man 
&re  hears  in  the  day,  and  so  may 
a  great  deal  of  knowledge.** 
>  saaa  of  Tigorous  intellect  and  ardent 
fike  ys  own,  reading  without  a  re- 
may  be  beneficial;  diough  even 
MB  most  submit  to  Tt,  if  he  would 
fijl  aadentaoding  of  any  of  the 


I 


a  degree  of  mrcstntned  frankness 

aecMstomed  me,  that  in  the  course 

•vcaiag  I  talked  of  the  numerous 

wUeb  had  been  thrown  out  against 

eoooat  of  his  having  accepted   a 

_  his  present  Maiestjr.     **Why, 

hoi  with  a  hearty  umgh,)  it  is  a 

ftvoliah  Botae  that  they  make.*    I  hare 

of  a  pcasiea  as  a  reward  which  has 

t  Que  to  my  literarr  merit ;  and 

ave  this  pension,  I  am  the  same 

Tespect  that  I  hare  ever  been ;  I 

pffindples.    It  is  true,  that  I 

)  (smifing)  the  house  of  Ha- 

woald  it  be  dmnit  for  me  to  drink 

heehh  in  tiie  wine  that  King 

■laaiaaeytoHayfey.    Bat,  Sir, 

the  nlemare  or  carsiog  the  house 

V  aad  drinking  King  James's  healthy 


9tHJun,1toy»,l79ak 


to  Mr. 


to  bin 

•  wmMi^  "  1  wMi  my  pmaisii 

thax  tkcf  nrifftit  OMk*  turtm  m  mmk 


m  tmd  Mr.  WJiwiirtiy  eoald  hw 
IT37.  •bcB  Johntoa  removed  to 
to  mMo  lo  li0MflM» 


are  amply  overbitekeed  by  three  hmndfed 
pounds  a  year.** 

There  was  hsn^  BK)tt  certainly,  aa  aeflfecta- 
tion  of  more  Jaeobitisia  iJam  he  really  had ; 
and  indeed  an  intentioa  of  admittmg,  for  the 
moment,  in  a  much  greater  extent  than  it 
really  existed,  the  charge  of  diisSeetien  im- 
puted to  him  b^  the  world,  morely  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  how  dextsrously  he  eoald 
rqpel  an  attack,  even  though  he  were  placed  in 
the  most  dnadvaataaeous  nosition ;  for  I  have 
heard  him  declare,  that  if  nolding  up  his  rieht 
hand  wottkl  have  secured  victory  at  CuUoden 
to  Prince  Charles's  army,  he  was  not  sure  he 
would  have  held  H  up;  so  little  confidence  had 
he  in  the  right  churned  by  the  house  of  Stuart, 
and  so  feimil  was  he  <^  the  consequences  of 
another  revolution  on  the  throne  of  Great 
Britain ;  and  Mr.  Topham  Beauderk  assured 
me,  he  had  heard  hna  say  this  before  he  had 
his  pension.  At  another  tme  he  said  to  Mr. 
Langton,  **  Nothing  has  ever  oflered  that  has 
made  it  worth  my  while  to  considtf  the  ques- 
tion Aftlly**'  He,  however,  also  said  to  tiie 
some  gentleoian,  talking  of  King  James  the 
Second,  ^  It  was  become  hnpossime  for  him  to 
reign  any  longer  in  this  coantfy."  He  no 
doubt  had  an  eariy  attachment  to  the  house 
of  Stuart;  but  his  zeal  had  cooled  as  his 
reason  stren^hened.  Indeed,  I  heard  him 
once  say,  **  &at  after  the  death  of  a  violent 
Whig,  with  whom  he  used  to  contend  with 
great  eagerness,  he  felt  his  Toryism  much 
abated.**   I  suppose  he  meant  Mr.  Walme^ey.' 

Tet  there  b  no  doubt  that  at  earlier  periods 
he  was  wont  often  to  exercise  both  his  i^ea- 
santry  and  ingenuity  in  talking  Jacobittsm. 
My  much  respected  niead,  Dr.  Douglas,  now 
Bishop  of  Salisbury,  has  favoured  me  with  the 
following  admirable  instance  from  his  Lord- 
ship^s  own  reoolleedoiL  One  day  when  dining 
at  oki  Mr.  Laagtoa's,  where  Miss  Roberts,  his 
niece,  was  one  of  the  company,  Johnson,  with 
his  usual  comi^acent  attention  to  the  fair  sex, 
took  her  by  ^e  hand  and  said,  **  My  dear,  I 
hope  you  are  a  Jacobite.**  Old  Mr.  Langton, 
nrho^  though  a  high  and  steady  Tory,  was 
attached  to  the  present  royal  family,  seemed 
offended,  and  asked  Johnson  with  great  warmth, 
what  he  could  mean  by  putting  such  a  questi<m 
to  his  niece?  "Why,  Sir,**  said  Johnson,  "^  I 
meant  bo  oflbnoe  to  your  niece ;  I  meant  her  a 
^reat  compliment.  A  Jacobite,  Sir,  believes 
m  the  divine  r^^ht  of  kings.  He  that  believes 
ia  the  divina  right  of  ki^gs  believes  in  a 
Divimtj.  A  JmoMtB  believes  in  the  divine 
righi  of  bishops.     He  that  believes  in  the 


where  he dM  ioITM:  tt  wm mora  vrakebly  i 
of  tlie  Ify-laae  ehib,  jMrbaM  VGUe,  who  woo  a  itrooff 
WM| ;  M  Indeed  wet  Djer,  but  he  rarrlTed  to  I77S.—  C, 
I8S1.  leMinotbolbellofetlialtherreBteor]74ShodM>ae 
laSueoee  e»  Dr.  Johntoa  pereooelly,  to  tbo  dlmloutloe  of  Mi 
JeeoUte  feellnn.  See  oM  p.  M.  o.  Sl  The  hoitlo  at  ChI- 
lodm  wee  ftwfit  MNne  aioiKhe  aftor  the  Preteoder't  retreat 
oot  or  BncUml*  wheo.  If  al  aU,  Um  oocatleA  of  Jotaaooo'e 
diigiiet  mMt  have  happeoed.— Caoasa»  IML 
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dirine  right  of  bishops  beliefves  in  the  divine 
Mithorit J  of  the  Christian  religion.  Therefore, 
Sir,  a  Jacobite  is  neither  an  aUiebt  nor  a  deist. 
That  cannot  be  said  of  a  Whis ;  for  Whiggitm 
if  a  megatum  of  aU primeiple"^ 

He  advised  me,  when  abroad,  to  be  ss  much 
as  I  could  with  the  professors  in  the  nniTersi- 
ties,  and  with  the  dergj ;  for  from  their  con- 
Tersation  I  might  expect  the  best  accounts  of 
every  thing,  in  whatever  country  I  should  be, 
with  the  additional  advantage  of  keeping  my 
leimin^  alive. 

It  will  be  observed,  that  when  giving  me 
advice  ss  to  my  travels.  Dr.  Johnson  did  not 
dwell  upon  cities,  and  palaces,  and  pictures, 
and  shows,  and  Arcadian  scenes.  He  was  of 
Lord  Essex's '  opinion,  who  advises  his  kins- 
man, Roger  Earl  of  Rutland,  "rather  to  go  a 
hundred  miles  to  speak  with  one  wise  man, 
than  five  miles  to  see  a  fair  town.** ' 

I  described  to  him  an  impudent  fellow  from 
Scotland,  who  affected  to  be  a  savage,  and 
railed  at  all  established  systems.  Johhsoh. 
"•  There  is  nothing  surprising  in  this.  Sir.  He 
wants  to  make  hiniself  conspicuous.  He 
would  tumble  in  a  hogsty,  as  long  as  you 
looked  at  him  and  called  to  him  to  come  out. 
But  let  him  alone,  never  mind  him,  and  he*ll 
soon  ffive  it  over.** 

I  added,  that  the  same  person^  maintained 
that  there  was  no  distinction  between  virtue 
and  vice.  Jomsoir.  "  Why,  Sir,  if  the  fellow 
does  not  think  as  he  speaks,  he  is  lying ;  and  I 
•ee  not  what  honour  be  can  propose  to  himself 
from  having  the  character  of  a  liar.  But  if 
he  does  reuly  think  that  there  is  no  distinc- 
tion between  virtue  and  vice,  why.  Sir,  when 
be  leaves  our  houses  let  us  count  our  spoons.** 

Sir  David  Dalrymple,  now  one  of  the 
Judges  of  Scotland  by  the  title  of  Lord 
Haik8^  had  contributed  much  to  increase 
my^  high  opinion  of  Johnson,  on  account  of  his 
wnilnp,  long  before  I  attained  to  a  personal 
acquaintance  with  him :  I,  in  return,  had  in- 
Ibnned  Johnson  of  Sir  David*s  eminent  cha- 
racter fbr  learning  and  religion ;  and  Johnson 
was  so  much  pleased,  that  at  one  of  our  even- 
ing meetings  he  gave  him  for  his  tosst.  I  at 
this  time  kept  up  a  very  freouent  corre- 
spondence with  Sir  David ;  and  i  read  to  Dr. 
Johnson  to-nif^ht  the  following  passage  from 
the  letter  which  I  had  last  received   from 


>  R«  oMd  to  tril,  wfth  fiMt  haoHmr,  flhun  my  nAukn  to 
hia,  the  follovlDS  little  atoiy  ei  mj  earW  jtmn,  which  wm 
UtcnUly  %TW :  —  "  Botw«ll.  in  the  jreer  17A  wm  ■  Soe  bof , 
vore  a  vhltc  eoHude,  and  prajred  for  King  Jaroei,  till  one  of 
hlfl  iiaclc«( General  Cochran)  gave  him  a  shilUos  on  con- 
Sltloo  that  he  would  pray  for  King  G«orjre,  which  he 
■eeordioglf  did.  So  70a  lee  'aa7«  Botwoll)  that  Wkiga  ^mti 
0§e$  mrt  made  the  amme  vey.**  —  Boawnx. 

'  The  celebrated  and  ODrortuoate  liarl  of  Bm«s«* 
Caovta,  1S4« 

•  Utter  to  Hntland  oa  Travfl.  ISno.  lllS6.~Boawgix. 

•  This  penoa  hat,  IbrtuiutHjr  for  him,  eicaped  ay  lii- 
q«in«^  after  hii  Identity.  —  CaoKia.  1846. 

•  This  Itemed  and  rmcvlleot  perMm  waa  bom  to  171S: 
•duratffd  at  Eton,  and  afterwards  at  Utrecht  t  called  to  the 
Scotch  bar  In  174S  i  %  lord  of  wmIob  la  I7SS.    He  died  la 


**  It  rivet  me  pleasure  to  think  that  you  havt 
obtained  the  friendship  of  Mr.  Samuel  Johnsoo. 
He  it  one  of  the  best  moral  writers  which  England 
has  produced.  At  the  same  time,  I  envy  you  the 
free  and  undisguised  converse  with  such  a  man. 
May  I  beg  you  to  present  my  best  respects  to  him, 
and  to  assure  him  of  the  veneration  which  I  en- 
tertain for  the  author  of  the  Rambler  and  of  Ra»- 
sclat  ?  Let  me  recommend  this  last  work  to  tou  ; 
with  the  Rambler  you  certainly  are  acquainted. 
Tn  Rssselas  you  will  see  a  tender-hearted  operator, 
who  probes  the  wound  only  to  heal  it.  Skrift,  00 
the  contrary,  mangles  himian  nature.  He  cuts  and 
slashes,  as  if  be  took  pleasure  in  the  operation,  like 
the  tyrant  who  said,  Jiaftri  mt  u  aemiici  emaru** 

Johnson  seemed  to  be  much  gratified  by  thii 
jost  and  well-turned  compliment 

He  recommended  to  me  to  keep  a  journal  of 
my  life,  full  and  unresenred.  He  sua  it  would 
be  a  very  good  exercise,  and  would  yield  me 
mat  satisfaction  when  the  particulars  were 
laded  from  mj  remembrance.  I  was  uncom- 
monly fortunate  in  haying  had  a  previous 
coincidence  of  opinion  with  him  upon  this 
subject,  for  I  had  aept  such  a  journal  for  some 
time  ;  and  it  was  no  small  pleasure  to  me  to 
have  this  to  tell  him,  and  to  receive  hia  appro- 
bation. He  counselled  nae  to  keep  it  pnvate, 
and  said  I  might  surely  have  a  friend  who 
would  bum  it  in  case  of  mj  death.  From 
this  habit  I  have  been  enabled  to  give  the 
world  so  many  anecdotes,  which  would  other- 
wise haye  been  lost  to  posterity.  I  mentioned 
that  I  was  afraid  I  put  into  my  joumab  too 
many  little  incidents.  Jobhson.  ^  There  is 
nothmg.  Sir,  too  little  for  so  little  a  creature 
as  man.  It  is  by  studying  little  things,  that 
we  attain  the  great  art  of  haying  as  little 
misery  and  as  much  happinesa  as  possible.** 

Next  morning  Mr.  Dempster  nappened  to 
call  on  me,  and  was  so  much  struck  even  with 
the  imperfect  account  which  I  gaye  him  of  Dr. 
Jdmson's  conyersaUon,  that  to  his  honour  be 
it  recorded,  when  I  complained  that  drinking 
port  and  sitting  up  late  with  him,  affected  mv 
nenres  for  some  tune  after,  he  said,  **  One  had 
better  be  palsied  at  eighteen  than  not  kix^p 
company  with  such  a  man." 

On  Tuesday,  July  19^  I  found  tail  Sir 
Thomas  Robinson  ^  sitting  with  Johnson,  ^!r 
Thomas  said,  that  the  King  of  Prussia  tsIul^i 
himself  upon  three  things :  —  upon  being  s 
hero,  a  musician,  and  aa  author.    Joasaos. 


1799.    Ha  wrote  lone  papers  in  tiM  WaHdmi  J/iHw  a- 1 

publi»h«d  tereral  original  tracU  on  rrllgloua,  hlttoru  m>  «■  1 
antiquarian  aut^ecU,  and  rapubUahcd  •  srcat  bmoi  »t«rr  ~ 
CaoKBB.  ' 

•  The  alder  brother  of  th«  Srat  I<ord  HolMbv.  raUrd  i«v 
Sir  Thomaa  Robimon.  oq  acroont  of  iila  liricht.  and  *^  1  •- 
Clagtiiah  him  from  SirTbomas  Roblnaoo.  Srat  lA>r6  C.r.rt'  « < 
He  wai  a  familiar  arqiiatntaoce  of  Lord  t^raccrSriit   t   * 
bf  him.  ai  Hawliint  relate*.  emplo)re<d  as  •  mtviuior  vi- 
/ohnMNi.  who,  on  bit  Srit  vitit,  tr««|«d  hlna  vtrr  (t>dUii«A  '- 
It  «at  on  hit  rt^uoM  lor  an  epigram  Hint  Lom  ClwM«rft*  *ii 
'   tbadUiich^ 


10  wl 


UmittM  mj  rat^fct  wai  I  mnk*  wn  tmt 
ll  ihall  be  wittf  and  tt  ahnat  tko  let^cT*^ 

sn  hn  MM  la  Us  lasl  UImss,  •  aIu  Sir 
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**  Pretty  well.  Sir,  for  one  man.  As  to  his 
bdng  an  aathor,  I  have  not  looked  at  his 
poetry ;  butiiis  prose  is  poor  stnff.  He  writes 
just  as  jou  may  8ap]X>8e  Yoltaire^s  footboy  to 
do,  who  has  been  nis  amanuensis.  He  has 
anch  parts  as  the  yalet  might  have,  and  about 
as  much  of  the  colouring  of  the  style  as  might 
be  got  by  transcribing  his  works.  *  When  I 
was  at  Femey,  I  repeated  this  to  Voltaire,  in 
ofder  to  reconcile  nim  somewhat  to  Johnson, 
whom  he,  in  affecting  the  English  mode  of 
expresaion,  had  preriously  characterised  as  **  a 
supcrstitioua  dog ; "  but  after  hearing  such  a 
criticism  on  Frederick  the  Great,  wiui  whom 
he  was  then  on  bad  terms,  he  exclaimed,  *'  An 
honest  fellow!" 

But  I  think  the  criticism  much  tco  severe ; 
ibr the'* Memoirs  of  the  House  of  Branden- 
borgh**  are  written  as  well  as  many  works  of 
that  kind.  His  poetry,  for  the  style  of  which 
he  himself  makes  a  frank  apol(^,  ^jargomiani 
m  Fnmgoia  harbored  though  fraught  with 
pemicioas  ravings  of  infidelity,  has,  m  many 
pUces,  great  animation,  and  in  some  a  pathetic 
tenderness. 

Upon  this  contemptuous  animadversion  on  the 
Kins  of  Frassia,  I  observed  to  Johnson,  ^  It 
would  seem  then.  Sir,  that  much  less  parts  are 
necessary  to  make  a  king,  than  to  make  an 
aotbor ;  for  the  king  of  ^iissia  is  confessedly 
the  greatest  king  now  in  Europe,  yet  you 
diink  he  makes  a  veiy  poor  ngure  as  an 
author.** 

Mr.  Levett  this  day  showed  me  Dr. 
Johnson's  library,  which  was  contained  in  two 
garrets  over  his  chambers,  where  Lintot,  son 
of  the  celebrated  bookseller  of  that  name,  had 
fimnerly  his  warehouse.  I  foimd  a  number  of 
good  books,  but  very  dusty  and  in  great  con- 
msion.  The  floor  was  strewed  with  manu- 
script leaves,  in  Johnson*s  own  handwriting, 
which  I  behdd  with  a  decree  of  veneration, 
iopposing  ^ey  perhaps  mignt  contain  portions 
of  the  Rambler,  or  of  Bassielas.  I  observed  an 
niparatns  for  chemical  experiments,  of  which 
Jonnson  was  aU  his  life  very  fond.  The  place 
seemed  to  be  very  favourable  for  retirement 
and  meditation.  Johnson  told  me,  that  he 
went  up  thither  without  mentioning  it  to  his 
servant  when  he  wanted  to  studv,  secure  from 
interraption ;  for  he  would  not  allow  his  servant 
to  say  be  was  not  at  home  when  he  really  was. 
*^  A  8errant*s  strict  r^rard  for  truth,**  said  he, 
'^most  be  weakened  by  such  a  practice.  A 
ploloaopber  may  know  that  it  is  merely  a 


a  «IB,  b*  MMMT  ovcndth  netluu  H  would  twwltii  JOU,  for 
I  an  dmimg  bm  imeket.  Lord  ChMterflold  wu  ytry  ihort. 
Sir  Tboaas  «ld  not  lonff  mwIto  hU  witty  Mend,  and  diad 
la  1777 Cbokm. 

1  WilHam  Jobnaoo  Tanpla,  LL.B.,  of  Trinity  Hall,  Cam- 
Mdfc.  Boavdl  bad  formed  an  intimacy  with  tliit  gentleman 
■t  titm  Unircnity  of  Olaigow.  Templa't  iketch  of  Gray's 
diarMter,  ndopced  both  1^  Haaon  and  Johnion,  haa  trans- 
Bitted  his  name  to  poeteri^.  For  some  particulars  of  hit 
pccfcrawnt  and  works,  toe  Muford's  **  Ony,"  p.  lU.  He  died 
Aug.  «,  1796 Mabxland. 

s  Jolmsoa'a  aRtHheste  betwaen  plly  and  crority  Is  not  exact. 


form  of  denial ;  but  few  servants  are  such  nice 
distinguishers.  If  I  accustom  a  servant  to  tdl 
a  lie  for  m«,  have  I  not  reason  to  apprehend 
that  he  will  tell  manv  lies  for  kinuelff  I  am, 
however,  satisfied  that  every  servant,  of  anj 
degree  of  inteUieence,  understands  saying  his 
master  is  not  at  home,  not  at  all  as  the  a£&ma« 
tion  of  a  fact,  but  as  customary  words,  in- 
timating that  his  master  wishes  not  to  be  seen ; 
so  that  there  can  be  no  bad  csQect  £rom  it. 

Mr.  Temple  ^  now  vicar  of  St.  Gluvias, 
Cornwall,  who  had  been  mj  intimate  friend 
for  many  years,  had  at  this  time  chambers  in 
Farrar*s  Buildings,  at  the  bottom  of  Inner 
Temple  Lane,  which  he  kindly  lent  me  upon 
my  (quitting  my  lodgings,  he  being  to  return  to 
Trimty  Hall,  Uambridge.  I  found  them  par- 
ticularly convenient  for  me,  as  they  were  so 
near  Dr.  Johnson^s. 

On  Wednesday,  July  20.,  Dr.  Johnson,  Mr. 
Dempster,  and  my  uncle  Dr.  Boswell,  who 
happened  to  be  now  in  London,  supped  with 
me  at  these  chambers.  Johnsok.  ^Pity  is 
not  natural  to  man.  Children  are  alwa^  cruel. 
Savages  are  always  cruel.  Pity  is  acquu^ed  and 
improved  by  the  cultivation  of  reason.'  We 
may  have  uneasy  sensations  from  seeing  a 
creature  in  distress,  without  pity ;  for  we  mive 
not  pity  unless  we  wish  to  relieve  them. 
When  X  am  on  my  war  to  dine  with  a  friend, 
and  finding  it  late,  have  bid  ihe  coachman 
make  haste,  if  I  happen  to  attend  when  he 
whips  his  horses,  I  may  feel  unpleasantly  that 
the  animals  are  put  to  pain,  but  I  do  not 
wish  him  to  desist:  no,  Sir,  1  wish  him  to  drivo 
on. 

Mr.  Alexander  Donaldson,  bookseller  of 
Edinburgh,  had  for  some  time  opened  a  shop 
in  London,  and  sold  his  cheap  editions  of 
the  most  popular  English  books,  in  defiance 
of  the  supposed  common-law  right  of  Literary 
'Pnnperfy,  Johnson,  though  he  concuxred  in 
the  opinion  which  was  af&rwards  sanctioned 
by  a  judgment  of  the  House  of  Lords,  that 
there  was  no  such  right,  was  at  this  time  very 
angry  that  the  bo<3Esellers  of  London,  for 
whobi  he  uniformly  professed  much  r^ard, 
should  suffer  from  an  invasion  of  what  they 
had  ever  considered  to  be  secure;  and  he 
was  loud  and  violent  against  Mr.  Donaldson. 
*'  He  is  a  fellow  who  takes  advanta^  of  the 
law  to  injure  his  brethren ;  for  notwithstand- 
ing that  the  statute  secures  only  fourteen 
years  of  exclusive  right,  it  has  always  been 
understood  by  ike    trade^  that  he  wno  buys 


and  the  argmnent  (soch  at  It  Is)  drawn  from  it  is  therefore 
feaconclnslTe:  Pity  is  as  natural  to  man  as  any  other 
emotion  of  the  mind.  Bishop  Elrlnfrtoo  observed  to  me,  that 
children  are  said  to  be  amd^  when  It  would  be  more  just  to 
say  that  they  are  igmoramt — they  do  not  know  that  they  give 
pun.  Nor  are  savages  cruel  In  the  sense  here  used,  for 
cruelty's  sake ;  they  use  crael  means  to  attain  an  object, 
because  they  know  no  other  mode  of  aocompllshing  the 
object :  and  so  br  Is  pity  from  being  acquired  solely  ^  the 
cultivation  of  reason,  that  reason  Is  one  of  the  checks  upon 
the  pity  natural  to  mankind.  —  Cboku. 
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the  oopTTight  of  a  book  from  tbe  ftutbor 
obtains  a  perpetual  properCj;  and  upon  that 
belief^  aumberlesa  bargama  are  madetotraaifer 
that  propertj  after  t&  expiration  d  the  ita- 
tutoiy  term.  Now,  Donaldwn,  I  aaj,  takes 
advantage  here,  of  people  who  have  realljr  an 
equitable  title  from  usage;  and  if  we  connder 
how  few  of  tho  books,  of  which  the^  buj  the 
property,  suoeeed  so  well  as  to  bring  profit, 
we  should  be  of  opinion  that  the  term  of 
fourteen  jears  is  too  short;  it  should  be  siztpr 
jeara.**  Dbmpstbb.  "Donaldson,  Sir,  is 
anxious  for  the  encouragement  of  literature. 
He  reduces  the  price  of  books^  so  that  poor 
students  maj  buy  them.**  Jonmoir  (Iwi^ing). 
**  WdU,  Sir,  allowing  that  to  be  his  motive,  he 
is  no  better  than  Robin  Hood,  who  robbed  the 
rich  in  order  to  ffire  to  the  poor.** 

It  is  remarkable,  that  when  the  great  ques- 
tion concerning  literary  property  came  to  be 
nltim^«ly  tried  befoe  tne  supreme  tribunal 
of  this  country,  in  conseqaenoe  of  the  very 
Runted  exertions^  of  Mr.  Donaldson,  Dr. 
J  ohnson  was  lealous  against  a  perpetuity ;  but 
he  though  that  the  term  or  toe  exclusive 
right  of  authors  should  be  considerably  en- 
larged. He  was  then  £at  granting  a  hundred 
years. 

The  conversation  now  turned  upon  Mr. 
David  Hume's  style.  Jonsoii .  **  Mliy,  Sir, 
his  style  is  not  Knglish ;  the  structure  of  his 
sentences  is  French.  Now  the  French  struc- 
ture and  the  English  structure  may,  in  the 
nature  of  things,  he  equally  good.  But  if  you 
allow  that  the  English  language  is  established, 
he  is  wrong.  My  name  might  originally  have 
been  Nicholson^  as  well  as  Johnson ;  but  were 
you  to  call  me  Nicholson  now,  you  would  call 
me  very  absurdly.** 

Rousseau's  treatise  on  the  inequality  of 
mankind  *  was  at  this  time  a  fashionable  topic 
It  gave  rise  to  an  observation  by  Mr.  Demp- 
ster, that  the  advanta^^  of  fortune  and  rank 
were  nothing  to  a  wise  man,  who  ought  to 
▼aloe  only  merit.  Jobhson.  "  If  man  were 
a  savage,  living  in  tiie  woods  by  himself  this 
might  be  true ;  but  in  civilised  society  wtf  all 
depend  upon  each  other,  and  onr  happiness  is 
▼ery  much  owimr  to  the  jKpod  opinion  of 
mankind.  Now,  Sir,  in  eivi&aed  society,  ex- 
ternal advantages  make  us  more  respected.  A 
man  with  a  good  ooat  upon  his  fciack  meets 
with  a  better  reception  than  he  who  has  a  bad 
one.  Sir,  yon  mav  analyse  this,  and  say. 
What  is  there  in  it  f  But  that  wiU  avail  you 
nothing,  for  it  is  a  part  of  a  general  system. 
Pound  St.  PauTs  church  into  atoms,  and 
consider  any  smgle  atom;  it  isi  to  be  sure, 


I  tt  nvoora  •r  tk«l  •^kMMrillf  wkkh  Mr.  Bmw*!! 
kMU  to  dUclaim,  to  ulk  that  •uloftetlealljr  of  **ih«  nrj 
•plriiad  nrwtiooM  **  o(  ft  piratical  book»«ll«r.  —  Cmnlu. 

*  A  prta«i  fl«My  fbr  tbo  Acadvnf  of  Dbon.  Mmr  tfi^mti 
tfr  r  mk^^Utk  4m  mmMmm.  piihMihtJ  la  17A1.  —  Cooua. 


WBIO«T.  ^ 

«  JohBMB  toU  Dr.  BonMy.tkai  ColdMlUi  mM,  «h«  ho 


good  for  nothing :   but,  pat  sll  ibeM  itant 
toi^ther,  and  you  have  St.  Paul's  church.   60 
it  IS  widi  hmnan  felicity,  whioh  is  made  up 
of  many  ingredioits,  each  of  whidi  nar  ^ 
shown  to  be  very  insignificant.    Is  civuised 
aomefy,  personal  merit  will  not  ssnre  vou  10 
mnch  as  iMMiey  vill.    Sir,  yon  may  nske  ihi 
experiment.    Go  into  the  street,  and  gin  om 
BMm  a  lecture  00  mor^ity,  sad  SMther  a 
shilling,  and  see  which  wiU  respect  you  sMt 
If  you  wish  only  to  support  nature,  Sir,  Wil- 
liamPeUy  fixes  yourallowanoe  at  tfaraafonadi 
avear^;  but  as  times  are  mnch  altered,  let  w 
csil  it  six  ponnda.  This  Mm  will  fill  vour  balky, 
shelter  you  from  the  weather,  and  evea  nt 
you  a  strong  lasting  coat,  suppodbg  it  to  be 
made  of  good  bull's  hide.  Now,Sir,aU  bejoad 
this  is  artificial,  and  is  desired  in  order  to 
obtain  a  greater  degree  of  nineot  fima  oar 
fellow  creatures.     And,  Sir,  it  lix  huadnd 
pounds  a  year  procure  a  man  more  oonae* 
<][nence,  and  of  course,  mora  hsppinew,  than 
SIX  pounds  a  year,  the  same  propoitMa  will 
hold  as  to  aix  thouaandv  and  ao  on,  ss  isr  ss 
opulence  can  be  carried.  Perhaps  he  who  hss 
a  large  fortune  may  not  be  so  happy  sa  be 
who  has  a  small  one ;  but  that  must  poossd 
from  other  causes  thsn  from  his  havvK  the 

S3  ibrtune :  for,  cotffrir  paribtu^  he  who  is 
in  civilised  society,  mnat  be  happier  then 
he  who  is  poor;  as  nchea,  if  propmy  ottd, 
(and  it  ia  a  man's  own  &alt  if  thiqr  ^re  aotj 
must  be  productive  of  the  highest  advantsgsa 
Money,  to  be  sure,  of  itKdf  ia  <if  no  nee ;  fiorils 
only  use  18  to  part  with  it.     BoMaawn,  and  al 
thoise  who  deal  in  paradoxea,  are  led  away  h} 
a  childish  deaire  of  noveliy.^    Whenlvaaa 
bov,  I  used  always  to  chooen  the  wrong  side  of 
a  d€^ate  ^  because  moat  ingeniosa  thingm  thiA 
is  to  aay,  most  new  thia^gay  oould  be  aaid  o|ion 
it.    Sir,  there  ia  nothings  lor  iriiicli  yon  may 
not  muster  up  more  nlanaiblo  na^wMBte,  thsai 
those  which  are  urged  anuMi  w«alth  and  other 
external   advantage.   ^¥lijv   noir,  there  ii 
stealing ;  why  ahould  it  bn  tkoii|^i  n  cnmo^ 
When  we  consider  by  wbn*  nnjnsA 
property  has  been  olIeQ  aoqnirad, 
what  was  unjustly  sot  it.  tnua^  be  uguft  ta 
keep,  where  is  the  naim  in  000  mnn^a  takisf 
the  property  of  another  ftosa  Una  ?     BumAw> 
Sir,  when  we  eonaider  the  bed  oae  tlm^  ombv 
people  make  of  their  propertj,  emd  bow  aaaca 
better  use  tbe  thief  amy  aaeke  oC  ti»  k  aa^  ba 
defended  as  a  wyalWwable  vrmBtaoe.    V«t 
Sir,  the  experisnoe  of  memkind  eee  diauMweaeii 
stealing  to  be  so  very  bed.  a  Ibiiig,  tbal  tbe^ 
make  no  scrupto  to  hanff  a  men  £ar  it.     Wber 
I  was  nmaiiv  aboat  dsie 


Srst   taMB  to  WTlta. 
nothing  but  what  wm  wv;  b 
what  vas  «#w  was  fftBorally  teli 
loagor  Milk 
atl779 — C. 

»  ThisboyMb 
Jagiw,  totbt 


to  r^'^ 


r 


.Ar.M. 


BOSWELL'S  LIFE  OF  J0HN80N. 


151 


Ml 


I  was  A  great  argner  far  the  advia- 
tagei  of  fiofvtj ;  biat  I  waa,  at  tiie  same  time, 
vcr^  tony  to  M  poor.  Sir,  all  tlie  argumaiits 
whaA  me  broaglit  to  repvcseat  pover^  as  no 
evil,  ikaw  it  to  be  evidentlj  a  great  erU.  Yoa 
tad  pMoie  laboaring  to  ooarince  jau 
f€m  wmj  five  tctt  hm^lj  upoa  a  pwa- 
MvCvBA.  So  70a  hear  people  talkiag  kow 
king  mrt  be ;  and  yet  they  all 
to  be  m  hia  place.*' 
Itv^  ayggeated,  that  Idnga  mvat  be  un- 
happy, beeaoae  they  are  depriTed  of  the 
of  all  BBtiiiactiona,  eaaj  and  anre- 
Bocie^.  JonraoM.  **That  is  an  ill- 
1  noCaoa.  Being  a  king  does  not  ezdnde 
from  sack  society.  Great  kin^  have 
beoa  aeetaL  The  king  of  Flrussia,  the 
only  great  kiag  at  preacnt,  is  Tery  aocial. 
Charka  the  Seeoad,  the  b»t  kin^  of  JBiwlaDd 
lan  of  parts,  waa  social ;  and  our 
Sdwarda  were  all  aociaL**  > 
',  Deaapiter  halving  eadeavoared  to  main- 
istrinaic  BMrit  m^ Af  to  make  the  only 
oBongat  mankind.  JoBxaov.  ^Why, 
Sir,  mankind  have  foond  that  thia  cannot  M. 
akaD  we  determine  the  proportion  of 
meritf  Were  that  to  be  the  only 
a  aaaungat  mankind,  we  should  soon 
abovt  ue  deneea  of  it.  Were  all 
aboliabed,  the  strongest  wonld  not 
bnt  would  endeavoar  to  obtain 
bj  their  bodily  strength.  Bvt, 
doMttioB  ia  very  necessary  lor 
contentions  for  superioritj  very 
■kind,  that  is  to  say,  all  ovilifled 
settled  it  vpon  a  plain  invariable 
A  man  is  bom  to  hereditary  rank ; 
appointed  to  certain  offices  givea 
rank.  Subordination  tenda 
m  happiness.  Were  we  all 
«i  eawality,  we  dwnld  have  no  other 
t  ttan  mere  animal  pleasmre.** 
I  oOBsider  distinction  of  rank  to  be 
mock  importance  in  civilised  society, 
I  were  asked  on  the  same  day  to  dine 
irst  dnke  in  Ea^and,  and  with  the 
Brkain  for  senilis,  I  should 
to  prefer.  Joncsoif.  '^  To  be 
were  to  ^ne  only  once,  and  it 
to  be  known  where  von  dined, 
rather  to  dnw  with  the  first 
.  Dot  to  gain  most  respect,  yoQ 
with  the  irst  dake  in  England. 

a  n  nigher  oaiaion  of  yon  Ifer  having 

70a  balMr,  beeanae  yoa 
Ifce  gmt  dake." 


•«r 


pK 


He  took  cize  to  guard  himself  against  any 
possible  suspicion  that  his  settled  principles  of 
reverence  Mr  rank,  and  respect  for  wealth, 
were  at  all  owing  to  mean  or  interested 
motives ;  for  he  asserted  his  own  independence 
as  a  literary  msn.  ^  No  man,**  said  he,  "who 
ever  lived  by  literature,  has  lived  more  in* 
dependentiv  than  I  have  done.**  He  said  he 
had  taken  longer  time  than  he  needed  to  have 
done  in  composing  his  Dictionary.  He  received 
our  compliments  upon  that  great  work  with 
complacency,  and  told  us  that  the  Academy 
(ieBa  Cnuca  could  scarcdy  believe  that  it  waa 
done  by  one  man. 

Next  mominff  I  found  him  alone,  and  have 
preserved  the  fiulowing  fragments  of  his  con* 
verMtion.  Of  a  genUeman '  who  was  men- 
tioned, he  said,  ^  I  nave  not  met  with  any  man 
for  a  long  tiiae  who  has  given  me  such  |;eneral 
displeasure.  He  is  totally  unfixed  in  his  prin- 
cipleB,  and  wants  to  pnsxle  other  people.** 
I  said  his  principles  had  been  poisoned  Dw  a 
noted  infidel  writer,  but  that  he  was,  neverthe- 
less, a  benevolent  ^ood  man.  Jomiaoii.  ''We 
can  have  no  dependence  upon  that  instinctive, 
that  constitutional  ffoodness,  which  is  not 
founded  upon  prineipfe.  I  giant  yon  that  snch 
a  man  may  be  a  very  amiable  member  of 
societjr.  I  can  conceive  him  placed  in  such  « 
situation  that  he  is  not  mucn  tempted  to  de- 
viate from  what  is  right ;  and  as  every  man 
prefers  virtue,  when  tirare  is  not  aome  strong 
mcttement  to  transgreu  its  psecepts,  I  can 
conceive  him  doing  nothing  wrong.  But  if 
sudi  a  man  stood  in  need  of  money,  I  should 
not  like  to  trust  him ;  and  I  should  certainly 
not  trust  him  with  young  ladies,  for  Atrg  there 
is  always  temptation.  Bume,  and  other  scep- 
tical innovators,  are  vain  men,  and  will  gratify 
themselves  at  anv  expense.  Truth  wiU  not 
afford  suffident  food  to  their  vanity ;  so  they 
have  betaken  themselves  to  error.  Truth, 
Sir,  is  a  cow  whidi  will  yield  snch  people  no 
more  milk,  and  so  they  are  gone  to  milk  the 
bull.  If  I  could  have  allowed  myself  to 
eratify  my  vanity  at  the  expense  of  truth,  what 
mme  miriit  I  have  acquired  1  Every  thing 
which  Hume  has  advanced  against  Christianity 
had  passed  through  my  mind  long  before  We 
wrote.  Always  remember  this,  that  after  a 
iryrtem  is  well  settled  nponnootive  evidence,  a 
mw  partial  objections  on^at  not  to  shake  it. 
The  numan  mmd  is  so  Ihnrted,  that  it  cannet 
take  in  all  tiie  parts  of  a  subject,  so  that  there 
amy  be  abjectMns  raiaed  against  any  thing. 
There  are  objections  against  a  pUnamj  and  o£- 
jections  a|ara8t  a  vaemMm;  yet  one  of  them 
must  certainly  be  true.*' 


s  PMnbly  Mr.  Demptler,  whoM  ilMrt  hi  th* 
eonvflnation— (uul  it  U,  I  dars  mt,  not  hOw  ivpoftrd  Iw 
hteMrad  BmwH)— wM  Tgry  Mtdy toli«v  rtHpli^rt  Jobnl 
MB.   TTin  "hiSiii  wiinr'"1i  no  ijfmni  ilifii  owiniijiiMm. 
BiiiM.^Ci 
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I  mentioned  Hiime*8  argument  a^nst  the 
belief  of  miracles,  that  it  is  more  probable 
that  the  witnesses  to  the  truth  of  toem  are 
mistaken,  or  speak  falsely,  than  that  the  mi- 
racles should  be  true.  Johnson.  **  Whj, 
Sir,  the  great  difficulty  of  proving  miracles 
should  make  us  very  cautious  in  believing 
them.  But  let  us  consider ;  although  God  has 
made  Nature  to  operate  by  certain  fixed  laws, 
yet  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  think  that  he  may 
suspend  Uiose  laws,  in  order  to  establish  a 
svstem  highly  advantageous  to  mankind.  Now 
the  Christian  religion  is  a  most  beneficial 
system,  as  it  gives  us  light  and  certainty  where 
we  were  before  in  darkness  and  doubt.  The 
miracles  which  prove  it  are  attested  by  men 
who  had  no  interest  in  deceiving  us ;  but  who, 
on  the  contrary,  were  told  that  thev  should 
suffer  persecution,  and  did  actually  lay  down 
their  lives  in  confirmation  of  the  truth  of  the 
heU  which  they  asserted.  Indeed,  for  some 
centuries  the  heathens  did  not  pretend  to  deny 
the  miracles ;  but  said  they  were  performed  by 
the  aid  of  evil  spirits.  This  is  a  circumstance 
of  great  weight.  Then,  Sir,  when  we  take  the 
proofr  derived  from  pro{4iecies  which  have 
Men  io  exactly  fulfilleo,  we  have  most  satisfac- 
tory evidence.  Supposing  a  miracle  possible, 
as  to  which,  in  my  opinion,  there  can  be  no 
doubt,  we  have  as  stronc  evidence  for  the 
miracles  in  support  of  Christianity  as  the 
nature  of  the  thmg  admits.** 

At  night,  Mr.  Johnson  and  I  supped  in  a 
private  room  at  the  Turk's  Head  coffee-house, 
in  the  Strand.^  '^I  encourage  this  house,** 
said  he,  ^  for  the  mistress  of  it  is  a  good  civil 
woman,  and  has  not  much  business.** 

^Sir,  I  love  the  acouaintance  of  young 
people ;  because,  in  the  unt  place,  I  don  t  like 
to  think  myself  growing  old.  In  the  next 
place,  young  acquaintances  must  last  longest, 
if  they  do  last ;  and  then.  Sir,  young  men  have 
more  virtue  than  old  men ;  Uiey  have  more 
generous  sentiments  in  every  respect.  I  love 
the  young  dogs  of  this  age ;  they  have  more 
wit  and  humour  and  knowledge  of  life  than 
we  had' ;  but  then  the  dogs  are  not  so  good 
scholars.  Sir,  in  my  early  years  I  read  very 
hard.  It  is  a  sad  reflection,  but  a  true  one, 
that  I  knew  almost  as  much  at  eighteen  as  I 
do  now.'  My  judgment,  to  be  sure,  was  not 
io  good;  but  I  had  all  the  facts.  I  remember 
Tery  well,  when  I  was  at  Oxford,  an  old 
gentleman  said  to  me,  *  Young  man,  ply  vonr 
book  diligently  now,  and  acquire  a  stock  of 
knowledge ;  for  when  years  come  unto^  vou, 
Tou  will  find  that  poring  upon  books  will  be 
Dut  an  irksome  task.*  ** 


CatberiM  8tn«C,  la  iW 
'  Wrigbt't  Uot^.**. 


I  A  coflEpe-houM  ov«r  afslMt 
Strand,  recently  rabultt  nod 
r.  CuNNrnonAM. 

I  TW  Jiutice  of  tbU  aMwtfam  mar  baoMaUoaad.  Jobnton 
waa  eMnparlug  m«o  of  raeh  a  rank  and  Mauoo  at  be  now 
nA  wttb  tbt  narrow,  proTlnclal.  and  InfKkir  aodacy  In 
vbkb  bi«  own  louib  waa  tpant.—  CaoKta. 

*  Ubfraat  parted  of  Hady  «m  froaa  Uia  ac«  of  tvalvt  to 


This  account  of  his  reading,  given  by  bim- 
self  in  plain  words,  sufficiently  confirms  whit 
I  have  already  advanced  upon  the  disputed 
question  as  to  his  application.    It  reconciles 
any  seeming  inconsistency  in  his  way  of  talking 
upon  it  at  different  times;  and  shows  tbtt 
ioleness   and   reading   hard  were  with  him 
relative  terms,  the  import  of  which,  as  used  hj 
him,  must  be  gathered  from  a  comparison  with 
what  scholars  of  different  d^rees  of  ardour 
and  assiduity  have  been  known  to  do.  And  let 
it  be  remembered,  that  he  was  now  talking 
spontaneously,    and    expressing  his   genuine 
sentiments ;  whereas  at  other  times  he  might 
be  induced,  from  his  spirit  of  contradiction^  or 
more  properly  from  his  love  of  argumentatite 
contest,  to  ipeak  lightly  of  his  own  application 
to  study,    it  is  pfeasmg  to  consider  that  the 
old  gentleinan*s  gloomy  prophecy  as  to  the 
irksomeness  of  books  to  men  of  an  advanced 
age,  which  is  too  often  fulfilled,  was  so  fsr 
m>m  being  verified  in  Johnson,  that  his  ardour 
for  literature  never  fuled,  and  his  lastwritinzs 
had  more  ease  and  vivacity  than  any  of  hit 
earlier  productions. 

He  mentioned  it  to  me  now,  for  the  first 
time,  that  he  had  been  distressed  bv  melin* 
cholv,  and  for  that  reason  had  been  obliged  to 
fly  nrom  study  and  meditation,  -to  the  dissi' 
pating  varietv  of  life.  Against  melaochol^r  he 
recommendea  constant  occupation  of  mind, 
a  great  dc^  of  exercise,  moderation  in  eating 
and  drinking,  and  especimlly  to  shun  drinking 
at  night  He  said  melancholy  p^^  ^^^ 
apt  to  fly  to  intemperance  for  raief.  Vat  that 
it  sunk  them  much  deeper  in  miserv.  He 
observed,  that  labouring  men,  who  work  hard, 
and  live  sparii^y,  are  seldom  or  nerer 
troubled  witn  low  spirits. 

He  again  insisted  on  the  dutv  of  maintaining 
Bubordinatidn  of  rank.  ^  Sir,  I  would  no  oionf 
deprive  a  nobleman  of  his  respect,  than  of  bis 
money.  I  consider  myself  as  acting  a  part  in 
the  great  system  of  society,  and  I  do  to  othon 
as  I  would  have  them  to  do  to  me.  I  i^ould 
behave  to  a  nobleman  as  I  should  expect  he 
would  behave  to  me,  were  I  a  nobleman  and  he 
Sam.  Johnson.  Sir,  there  is  one  Mrs.  Macaulst  \ 
in  this  town,  a  great  republican.  One  ds7 
when  I  was  at  her  house,  I  put  on  a  very  gTt«« 
countenance,  and  said  to  Ler,  *  Madam,  1  sia 
now  become  a  convert  to  your  way  of  thinkinc 
I  am  convinced  that  all  msAkind  are  upon  sa 
equal  footing ;  and  to  give  you  an  unquesticc- 
able  proof.  Madam,  tlmt  I  am  in  earnest  here 
is  a  very  sensible,  civil,  well-behaved  fell  *« 
citizen,  your  footman;  I  desire  that  he  roar  U 
allowed  to  sit  down  and  dine  with  ns.*  I  t^ua 


OmI  oTHflitoao  :  M  h«  told  Mr. 
lofonMOloa— Maiamb.  Hcwcotto 
TMr.  and  produced.  II  k*  had  ooi 
UMkioa  or  llM  MMtlah  badam  b« 
ith*.  —  C«o«ia. 
«  Thii**MM'Mn 


abtorlM.'*  — 


■ftaa,  w%m  s«««  ■»  ^*' 

ivtolMir  Bid*.  kM  ir»»a 
I  kmm  Umt*  ^uau  thm 


.p^|l.a.S.-.C 


JEt.  54. 


BOSWELL'S  LIFE  OP  JOHNSON. 


16B 


Sir,  sbowed  her  the  abniidity  of  the  leveUing 
doctrine.  She  haa  never  liked  me  since.  Sir, 
jour  levellers  wish  to  le^el  dovm  as  far  as 
themsdves ;  bat  they  cannot  bear  levelling  vp 
to  themselves.  They  would  all  have  some 
peo)^  under  them ;  why  not  then  have  some 
people  above  them  ?  **  I  mentioned  a  certain 
aLthor  who  disgusted  me  by  his  forwardness, 
aid  by  showing  no  deference  to  noblemen  into 
wlose  company  he  was  admitted.  Johnsok. 
**  Suppose  a  shoemaker  should  claim  an 
eqaility  with  him,  as  he  does  with  a  lord :  how 
he  would  atare!  **Why,  Sir,  do  you  stare? 
(says  the  shoemaker,)  I  do  peat  service 
to  societf.  *Tis  true,  I  am  paid  for  doing 
it ;  but  so  are  you.  Sir :  and,  I  am  sorry  to 
say  it,  better  paid  than  I  am,  for  doing 
something  not  so  necessary.  For  mankind 
could  do  b^ter  without  your  books,  than 
without  my  shoes.*  Thus,  Sir,  there  would 
be  a  perpetual  struggle  for  precedence,  were 
there  no  fixed  invariable  rules  for  the  dis- 
tmctiou  of  rank,  which  creates  no  jealousy,  as 
it  B  allowed  to  be  accidental." 

He  sud.  Dr.  Joseph  Warton  was  a  very 
agreeable  man,  and  his  "  Essay  on  the  Genius 
and  Writings  of  Pope**  a  very  pleasing  book. 
I  wondered  that  he  delayed  so  long  to  give  us 
the  continuation  of  it.  Johhson.  **Why, 
Sir,  I  suppose  he  finds  himself  a  little  disap* 
pointed,  in  not  having  been  able  to  persuade 
the  world  to  be  of  his  opinion  as  to  rope.** 

We  have  now  been  favoured  with  the  con- 
dnding  volume,  in  which,  to  use  a  parlia- 
aieatary  expression,  he  has  ezpiained,  so  as  not 
to  appear  quite  so  adverse  to  the  opinion  of 
te  world,  concerning  Pope,  as  was  at  first 
thought ;  and  we  must  all  agree,  that  his  work 
b  a  moat  valuable  accession  to  English  litera- 


A  writer  of  deserved  eminence '  being  men- 
tioned, Johnson  said,  '*  Why,  Sir,  he  is  a  man 
of  good  parts,  but  being  originally  poor,  he 
has  got  a  love  of  mean  company,  and  low 
jocularity ;  a  verv  bad  thing,  Sir.  To  laugh 
is  good,  as  to  talk  is  good.  But  you  oudnt 
BO  more  to  think  it  enough  if  you  laugh,  thiBm 
you  are  to  think  it  enough  if  you  talk.  You 
may  laogh  in  as  many  ways  as  you  talk;  and 
surely  everif  way  of  talking  that  is  practised 
eannot  be  esteemed.** 

I  spoke  of  Sir  James  Macdonald'  as  a 
young  man  of  most  distinguished  merit,  who 
united  the  highest  reputation  at  Eton  and 
Oxford,  with  &e  patriarchal  spirit  of  a  great 


1  b  ft  sot  «uy  to  nv  who  wai  hero  meant.  Murphy,  who 
WM  bom  poor,  was  dlitlngaUhcd  fbr  el«anM  of  mannert 
•Ml  oowvomtioo  I  aod  Flddiny,  who  eoiud  not  hare  been 
of  am  allvo  in  1768,  wm  bom  to  better  proipeets, 
ho  kept  low  eompuif ;  and  had  It  been  Goldiinfth, 
Boawdl  woaltf  probably  havo  had  no  Mmple  in  nanrtng  Mm. 
,  isIOl  The  Ditebbourlng  mentloo  of  the  name  of  Jogepk 
le«,  aaid  the  Mlasioo  lo  **  a  ftmdoeM  for  low  company,** 


with  which  he  haa  been  often  reproached  (though  Dr.  Mant 

I  aaoepidoa  that  ke  is  the  person  meant. 


nMnBiiiBtl9),craataa  a  aaepidon  that  Ar  is  the  person  meant. 
The  Qnartarly  BeHew  (Mil)  saggests  amoUrttt  who  had 
left  I  iMidim  wr  bafy  the  mdoib  befeie  thia  converaathm 


Highland  chieftain.  I  mentioned  that  Sir 
James  had  said  to  me,  that  he  had  never  seen 
Mr.  Johnson,  but  he  had  a  great  respect  for 
him,  though  at  the  same  time  it  was  mixed 
with  some  d^ree  of  terror.  Johhson.  '*  Sir, 
if  he  were  to  be  acquainted  with  me,  it  might 
lessen  both.** 

The  mention  of  this  genUeman  led  us  to 
talk  of  the  Western  Islands  of  Scotland,  to 
visit  which  he  expressed  a  wish,  that  then  ap- 
peared to  me  a  very  romantic  fancy,  which  I 
little  thought  would  be  afterwards  realised. 
He  told  me,  that  hu  father  had  put  Martin*s 
account  of  those  islands  into  his  hands  when 
he  was  yerY  young,  and  that  he  was  highly 
pleased  with  it ;  that  he  was  particularly  struck 
with  the  St.  KUda  inan*s  notion  that  uie  high 
church  of  Glasgow  had  been  hollowed  out  of 
a  rock^;  a  circumstance  to  which  old  Mr. 
Johnson  had  directed  his  attention.  He  said, 
he  would  ffo  to  the  Hebrides  with  me,  when  I 
returned  from  my  travels,  unless  some  very 
good  companion  should  offer  when  I  was 
absent,  which  he  did  not  Uiink  probable; 
adding,  '*  There  are  few  people  to  whom  I  take 
so  much  as  to  vou.*'  And  when  I  talked  of 
my  leaving  England,  he  said  with  a  very  af* 
fectionate  air,  ^  My  dear  Boswell,  I  should  be 
very  unhappy  at  parting,  did  I  think  we  were 
not  to  meet  again.  — I  cannot  too  often  remind 
my  readers,  that  although  such  instances  of 
his  kindness  are  doubtless  very  flattering  to 
me,  yet  I  hope  my  recording  them  will  be 
ascribed  to  a  better  motive  than  to  vanity; 
for  they  afford  unquestionable  evidence  of  ms 
tenderness  and  complacency*  which  some,  while 
they  were  forced  to  acknowledge  hb  great 
powers,  have  been  so  strenuous  to  deny. 

He  maintained,  that  a  boy  at  school  was  the 
happiest  of  human  beings.  I  supported  a  dif- 
ferent opinion,  from  wmch  I  have  never  yet 
varied,  tnat  a  man  is  happier :  and  I  enlarged 
upon  the  anxiety  and  sufferings  which  are 
endured  at  school.  Johkson.  ^^Ahl  Sir,  a 
boy*s  being  flogged  is  not  so  severe  as  a  man*s 
having  the  hiss  of  the  world  against  him.  Men 
have  a  solicitude  about  fame;  and  the  greater 
share  they  have  of  it,  the  more  afraid  they  are 
of  losing  it.*'  I  silently  asked  myself,  **  Is  it 
possible  that  the  great  Samuel  Johkson  really 
entertains  any  such  apprehension,  and  is  not 
confident  that  his  exalted  fame  is  established 
upon  a  foundation  never  to  be  shaken  ?  " 

He  this  evening  drank  a  bumper  to  Sir 
Darid  Dalrymple,  '*as  a  man  of  worth,  a 


oocors,  and  ml^t  naturally  he  talked  of;  hot,  on  the  whole, 

1  hellere  Warton  was  meant Crokbk. 

s  A  jouag  harooet  of  great  promise,  whom  Mr.  Botwell 
called  the  Maroelltti  of  Scotland,  and  whom  the  concurrent 
teatlmonv  of  hla  oontemporarlea  provea  to  have  been  a  veir 
extraordinary  youne  man.     (Mrs.  Carter's  Letters,  toI.  L 

6816.)    He  died  at  Boroe  In  1766.    See  port,  5th  Sept.  1773. 
ewaa  the  elder  brother  of  Sir  Alexander,  created  Lord 
Maodonald,  and  of  the  late  Chief  Baron.  —  CaoKia,  1846. 

*  Addison,  to  the  Spectator*  No.  fiO.,  makes  the  Indian 
king  suppoio  that  St. Paul's  was  carved  oat  of  a  rock.— 
Cnoan. 
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tdiolar,  and  ft  wit.**  «"  I  have,**  Mid  he,  «*iiew 
heard  of  him,  except  iram  jou ;  but  let  him 
know  m J  opiiiioii  of  him :  for,  as  he  does  not 
ifaow  himself  much  in  the  world,  he  should 
haTO  the  praise  of  the  few  who  hear  of  him." 


CHAFTEBXYIL 


1768. 


TUk-ThBL^h^fhuiM  0ftkt  WmUkr.^  Sm/L 


^  CAmfMMUlr lUrridL  —  Dm^  of  Grmmmiek, 

—  Tkt  MUAtdi^  -^Mmtm'B  "WaiL"^  Cb». 


Botwell  St    fliirmit  —  TU 


Btrkthg 


On  Tnesda J,  Jvlj  06^  I  fiMnd  Mr.  Johnsoa 
alone.  It  was  a  very  wet  daj,  and  I  again 
eonplaiiied  of  the  disagreeaUe  ellects  of  soch 
weather.  Jobvsom.  **•  Sir,  this  is  aUiBagiB»- 
tion,  whieh  phjmeiaas  enco«nge;  to  man 
lires  in  air,  as  e  fish  liTce  in  water ;  so  that,  if 
the  atmosphere  press  henvy  (rmm  above,  lliere 
IB  an  eqiiju  reaiitsnee  from  beknr.  To  be  sure^ 
had  wMther  is  hard  upon  people  who  are 
obliged  to  be  afanNMi ;  and  men  oannot  labosr 
so  wdl  in  the  open  air  in  bad  weather,  as  in 
{(ood :  but,  Sir,  n  nuth  or  tailor,  whose  woik 
u  within  doors,  will  surely  do  as  much  in  rainy 
weather  as  in  fair.  Some  very  delicate  frames 
indeed  may  be  affected  by  wet  weather;  bnt 
not  ooosmon  oonstitutions. 

We  talked  of  the  education  of  children; 
and  I  asked  him  what  he  thou^t  was  best  to 
teach  them  first.  Jobrsox.  "Sir,  it  is  no 
matter  what  you  teach  them  fint,  any  more 
than  what  leg  you  shall  put  into  your  breeches 
first.  Sir,  you  may  stand  disputing  which  is 
best  to  put  m  first,  but  in  the  mean  time  jour 
breech  is  bare.  Sir,  while  you  are  ooasidering 
which  of  two  thinsB  you  should  teach  your 
ohild  first,  another  boy  has  learnt  them  both.** 

On  Thursday,  July  S8.,  we  again  supped  in 

Srirate  at  the  Turk's  Head  oofiee-nouse. 
OHMsoH.  *^  Swift  has  a  hicher  reputation 
than  he  dctcrres.  His  exoeuenoe  is  strong 
sense,  for  his  humour,  though  Tery  well,  u 
not  remarkably  good.    I  doubt  whether  the 


I  was  siw  ^  Ma  aor«  wH  lama  at  a  mbw*- 
•  ^aal.Auc.)4.l77S.-B«a««IL  lUvoovM 
Uut  BwUI  waa  Iha  anUMr  af  Um  Tala  oTa 


ha  UMdf  nlatf*  la  Ma  LlfcaTavlft.  -  oo 

can  ba  moiiuaa4;  oad  vkaa  Archbbaoy 

,bf  Aairt^lttoQMaaa 

af  U,ki 
1710.  -> 


'Tale  of  a  Tub*  be  his;  fir  he  never  owned  it, 
end  it  is  much  abore  lus  usual  manner.* 

"•  Thomson,  I  think,  had  as  much  of  the  poet 
about  him  as  most  writers.  .  Every  thins  ap- 
peared to  him  through  the  mednun  m  hu 
lUTOurite  pursuit.  He  could  not  have  viewed 
those  two  candles  burning  but  with  a  poetktl 
eye." 

''Has not *agreat  deal  of  wit,8irr 

Jomnoii.  ''  I  do  not  think  so,  Sir.  He  w, 
indeed,  continually  attempting  wit,  but  he 
fails.  And  I  haTO  no  more  pleMure  in  hearing 
a  man  atten^ting  wit  and  fiuling,  than  in 
seeinff  aman  trying  to  leap  over  a  ditch  and 
tumbling  into  it.** 

He  liMighed  heartily  when  ImentioDed  to 
him  a  saying  of  his  oonoemin^  Mr.  Thomas 
Sheridan,  which  Fooie  took  a  wicked  plet^ure 
to  circulate.  ''Why,  Sir,  Sherry  is  dull, 
natur^y  dull ;  but  it  must  have  taken  him  a 
great  deal  of  pains  to  become  what  we  now 
see  him.  Such  an  excess  of  stupidity,  Sir,  is 
not  in  Nature.** —  "  So,**  smdhe,  "Isilowed 
him  sll  his  own  merit**  i 

He  now  added,  "  Sheridaa  cannot  bear  me. 
I  briiig  hai  declamatiofi  to  a  poinL  I  ask  him 
a  plain  question,  'What  oo  you  mean  to 
teach?*\  Besides,  Sir,  what  influence  cu 
Mr.  Sheridan  have  upon  the  languid  of  tVu 
peat  country,  by  his  narrow  exertions  f  Sir, 
It  is  burning  a  farthing  caadle  at  Dover,  to 
show  hfj^  at  Calais.** 

Talking  of  a  young  naan^  who  was  uneasy 
from  thinking  that  he  wae  yery  defi<^enlin 
learning  and  Knowledge,  be  said,  "  A  maa  lias 
no  reason  to  ooranlain  who  holds  amiddle  flmt^ 
and  has  many  below  him ;  and  peibms  ut  hu 
not  six  of  his  years  above  hiaa ;  ^»  perhaps  out 
one.  Though  he  may  not  know  aay  thing  per* 
fectly,  the  general  mass  of  knowledge  tku  be 
has  acquired  is  oonsiderable.  Time  will  do  for 
him  all  that  is  wanting.** 

The  conversation  Uien  took  a  pkilosophiiil 
turn.  JoHMsoH.  "  Human  experience,  which 
is  constantly  contradicting  theory,  is  the  gnfsl 
test  of  truth.  A  system  bvilt  upoo  the  dt*- 
ooveries  of  a  great  many  aainda,  is  always  o^ 
more  stren^  than  what  ia  produced  b^  thi 
mere  workings  of  any  one  mind,  whidu  oi 
itself,  can  do  little.  There  ia  not  ao  puor  i 
book  in  the  world  that  would  not  be  a  prv^ 
dij^ous  effort  were  it  wrought  out  entirely  b] 
a  single  mind,  without  the  aid  of  prior  inv«>u 
gatora.  The  French  writ«ri  are  svperfiota! 
because  they  are  not  adbolara,  and  oo  procra 
upon  the  mere  power  of  their  own  min*is 
and  we  see  how  Tery  little  power  they  ha^c.*" 


•TbMvlaMaa^ 
■MM  of  Mr.  Barka. 
and  April  15w  177a.— 

>  Ha  ««daaPoura  lo 
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As  to  the  Chrifltiaii  rdigMm,  Sir,  betides 
itRMg  eridenoewhidi  we  have  for  it,  there 
heluioe  ia  iis  finronr.  from  the  avmber  of 
■en  who  hste  been  convinced  of  its  truth, 
a  aeriooB  conwdgratiop  of  the  question. 
■  an  acute  man,  a  lawyer,  a  man  ac-> 
to  examine  evidence,  and  he  was 
Grotans  was  not  a  recluse,  but  a 
of  Ite  world,  who  certaini/  had  no  bias 
side  ef  religion.  Sir  Isaac  Newton  set 
I  iafidel,  and  came  to  be  a  ver j  firm 


I 


! 


He  tUs  oveaing^aflnnn  recommended  to  me  to 
Snam?  I  said  it  would  amuse 
Id  get  a  letter  from  me  dated  at  Sala- 
JoHHSOR.  "  I  love  the  univerntj  of 
for  when  the  Spaniards  were  in 
daoAit  as  to  tlia  lawfulness  of  their  oonqnerin); 
ftmrrifB,  the  amreiaity  of  Salamanca  gave  it 
as  lAeir  opiakm  that  it  waa^  not  lawfuL"  He 
^eke  diis  with  great  emotion,  and  with  that 
fieaeraaB  warmth  which  dictated  the  lines  in 
hb  **  Loodoo,"  against  Spanish  encroachment.^ 
I  espreasedmy  opinion  of  mj  friend  IXenick 
a  bttt  a  poor  wnter.  Johhsoh.  ^To  be 
fir,  be  is :  but  yen  are  to  consider  that 
being  a  litcrarj  aun  has  got  for  him  all 
W  bas^  It  has  made  him  King  of  Bath. 
Sir,  be  has  notfmie  to  say  for  himseu  but  that 
he  is  a  writer,  ud  he  not  been  a  writer,  he 
have  been  sweeping  the  crossings  in  the 
and  askiiig  halfpence  from  everybody 


la  jostioa,  however,  to  the  memory  of  Mr« 
Denriek,  who  was  my  first  tutor  in  thewavs  of 
Loadoo,  and  show^  me  the  town  in  aU  its 
at  departments,  both  literary  and 
iIm  partienlsn  of  which  Dr.  Johnson 
■M  to  put  in  writing,  it  is  proper  to 
what  Johason,  at  a  subsequent  period 
yjtk  Am^utf  1779],  said  of  him,  both  as  a 
sbS  an  editor :  "  Sir,  I  have  often  said, 
if  Derti^'a  fetters  had  been  written  by 
estabfiahed  name,  they  would  have 
very  pretty  lettera.**  And  [22^ 
1778],  **I  sent  Derrick  to  Dry* 
Ts  —»■*=■*—  to  gather  materials  for  his  life ; 
I  bdiave  be  got  all  that  I  myself  should 


f  I  remember  him  with  kind- 
withhold  from  my  readers 
aally  wliidi  eould  not 
bad  be  been  alive,  and  now  ia 


iUi  JohntoD 


Tail 


tMeli  KcwftOQ  Ml  b0l 


bebliid  bis 

tbat  tb«f  ware  Ulntad  with  Uni- 

frnB  a  «ooad«mk«  of  hit 

)  liJIini  th«i  tktj  WW  III  a  ttniB 

'      «rUtfrW«te)warai7«rM 

lAUrllw  aT  bit  tw«  bttan 

'  ealoar taSbif  liStar  optnlan ; 
b«  art  owl  til  loSSal.  tbtfw 


w«iabC{ 
boCb  io  Germany  and  Italy 


perfectly  harmless.  In  his  collection  of  poems, 
there  is  one  upon  entering  the  harbour  of 
Dublin,  his  native  city,  after  a  long  absence.  It 
begins  thus:  — 

*•  Eblana  1  much  loved  city,  hail ! 
Where  first  I  taw  the  light  of  day." 

And  afUr  a  solenm  reflection  on  his  bring 
^  numbered  with  forgotten  dead,**  there  is  the 
following  stanza : 

**  Ualefs  my  lines  protract  my  fame. 

And  those  who  chance  to  read  them,  cry, 
I  knew  him  I    Derrick  was  his  nam^ 
In  yonder  tomb  bis  ashes  lie ;  **  -^ 

which  was  thus  happily  parodied  by  Mr.  John 
Home,  to  whom  we  owe  the  beantifiri  and 
pathetic  tragedy  of  «*  Douglas : " 

"  Unless  my  deeds  protract  my  fime, 
And  he  who  paeeee  eadty  einpt, 
I  knew  him  1  Derrick  was  his  name. 
On  yemder  tree  hie  ccrecae  twittyg  f  " 

I  doubt  mudi  whether  the  amiable  and 
ingenious  author  of  these  burlesque  lines  will 
recollect  them;  for  they  were  produced  ex- 
tempore one  eveung  while  he  and  I  were 
walking  together  in  the  dining-room  at  £g- 
liagtoune  &stle,  in  1760,  and  I  have  never 
mentioned  them  to  him  since. 

Johnson  arid  once  to  me,  '*  Sir,  I  honour 
Derrick  for  his  presence  of  mind.  One  niaht, 
when  Floyd^,  another  poor  author,  was  wander- 
ing about  the  streets  in  the  night,  he  found 
Derrick  fast  asleep  upon  a  bulk :  upon  being 
suddenly  waked.  Derrick  started  ujps  *  My  dear 
Floyd,  I  am  aorry  to  aee  you  in  this  destitute 
state :  will  you  go  home  with  me  to  aw  Mr- 

I  again  bm;ed  his  advice  as  to  my  method 
of  study  at  UMcht.  ''  Come,**  said  he,  "  let 
us  make  a  day  of  it.  Let  us  go  down  to 
Greenwich  and  dine,  and  talk  of  it  there.** 
The  following  Saturday  was  fixed  for  this 
excursion. 

As  we  walked  along  the  Strand  to-night, 
arm  in  ana,  a  woman  of  the  town  accosted  ua, 
in  the  usual  enticing  manner.  ^  No,  no,  my 
girl,'*  said  Johnson,  *^it  won*t  do.**  He,  how- 
ever, did  not  treat  her  with  harshness ;  and  we 
talked  of  the  wretcbed  life  of  such  women, 
and  agreed,  that  much  more  misery  than  hap- 
piness, upon  the  whole,  is  produced  by  iOlcit 
commerce  between  the  sexes. 


I  propoted  to  do.  and  hartoc  also  Ticttcd  Cordca,  I 
found  toat  1  had  exceeded  the  tine  aUowed  me  by  my  flrther, 


and  hai»aned  to  France  in  ny  way  bossewardi— 

s     ••  Has  Heaeeo  leeerred.  bi  vMy  to  tbo  poor. 
No  patbleaa  waeta,  or  oadlecoverM  mioiw  f 
Vo  seorat  Island  la  tka  Timisillni  nafta  ? 
Mo psansftil  dewtt  yet waclsini*d ^  Spain?** 


«  TboMi  Floyd  BobUebed.  fai  17S0,  •*BlbllodMea  Bio- 
Sni^blca  \  a  Bynofwu  of  Untvsrsal  lnotr4>by,*'  In  three 
vobwoee,  Svo.  ^  Boawau. 

•  No  greet  preMoca  of  mtoA ;  flbr  Floyd  wooid  ham 
•aturally  aoccBted  sudi  a  prapoeel,  and  than  Dankk  wooM 
have  bean  doaaly  ozpoaad r 
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On  Saturday,  Julr  30.,  Dr.  Jolmson  and  I 
took  a  sculler  at  the  Temple-stairs,  and  set  out 
for  Greenwich.  I  asked  him  if  he  really  thought 
a  knowledge  of  the  Greek  and  Latin  languages 
an  essential  requisite  to  a  good  education. 
JoHnsoir.  "Most  certainly,  Sir;  for  those 
who  know  them  have  a  Terr  great  advantage 
oyer  those  who^  do  not.  ifa^ ,  Sir,  it  is  won- 
derful what  a  difference  learning  makes  upon 
people  even  in  the  common  intercourse  of  life, 
which  does  not  .appear  to  be  much  connected 
with  it.  "  And  jet,  siud  I,  "  people  go  through 
the  world  verj  well,  and  carr^  on  the  business 
of  life  to  good  advantage,  without  learning.** 
JoHnrsoN.  **  Wh^,  Sir,  that  may  be  true  in 
cases  where  learning  cannot  poasiblj  be  of  any 
use;  for  instance,  this  boj  rows  us  as  weU 
without  learning  as  if  he  could  sing  the  long 
of  Orpheus  to  the  Argonauts,  who  were  the 
first  sailors.**  He  then  called  to  the  boy, 
^  What  would  jou  give,  my  lad,  to  know  about 
the  Argonauts?**  "Sir,^  said  the  boy.  **I 
would  give  what  I  have.**    Johnson  was  much 

S leased  with  his  answer,  and  we  gave  him  a 
ouble  fare.  Dr.  Johnson  then  turning  to  me, 
"Sir,**  said  he,  *'a  desire  of  knowledge  is  the 
natural  feeling  of  mankind ;  and  every  human 
being,  whose  mind  is  not  debauched,  mXi  be 
willing  to  give  all  that  he  has,  to  get  knowledge.**  * 
We  landed  at  the  Old  Swan*,  and  walked 
to  Billingsgate,  where  we  took  oars  and  moved 
smoothly  luong  the  silver  Thames.  It  was  a 
very  fine  day.  We  were  entertained  with  the 
immense  number  and  variety  of  ships  that 
were  lying  at  anchor,  and  with  the  beautiful 
country  on  each  side  of  the  river. 

I  talked  of  preadiing,  and  of  the  gnat 
success  which  those  call^  methodists'  nave. 
JoroisoH.  "  Sir,  it  is  owing  to  their  expressing 
themselves  in  a  plain  and  familiar  manner, 


1  Ko  doubc  ther*  It  a  kmm§er  and  tktnl  of  the  nind  m 
veil  as  of  the  bodjr ;  mark  the  InuUectual  Toradty  of  chil- 
dren.—Caoaia,  1846. 

>  The  erection  of  a  new  London  Bridge  mar  rsnder  It 
lueful  to  observe,  that  with  the  Sood-tlde  it  was  impotsible, 
and  with  tlie  eblvthle  dangeroas,  to  pass  through,  or  jAmU, 
tho  arches  of  the  old  brMge:  In  toe  latter  case.pradeot 
na«sengrr»,  therefore,  landed  above  the  bridge,  and  walked 
to  some  wharf  below  it.— .C.  I  had  once  the  honour  of  at- 
tending the  Duke  and  Duchess  of  York  on  a  partj  of  plea- 
sure down  the  river,  and  we  were  about  to  land  to  allow  the 
barge  to  shoot  the  bridge.  The  Dneheas  aaked  **  whjr  r  *'  and 
being  told  that  It  waa  on  account  of  the  dsngtr^  posltirelv 
refused  to  get  out  of  the  boat,  and  Insisted  on  tMootimg^  which 
we  relnccantlf  did ;  but  we  shipped  a  good  deal  of  water, 
and  all  got  very  wet ;  Her  Rojd  Highness  showing  not  the 
least  alarm  or  regret.  —  Caoata. 

*  All  who  are  acquainted  with  the  history  of  religion,  (the 
most  important,  eorelj.  that  concerns  the  human  mind,) 
know  that  the  appellation  of  Metkoditti  was  first  given  to  a 
society  of  stodenU  In  the  Unlversltv  of  Oxford,  who,  about 
the  veer  17S0.  were  distinguished  by  an  earnest  and  use. 
tkodtcal  attention  to  ^vout  exercises.  This  disposition  of 
mind  Is  not  a  novelty,  or  peculiar  to  any  sect,  but  has  been, 
and  still  may  be.  fouod  In  many  Christians  of  every  denomi- 
nation. Johnton  himself  was.  In  a  dlgnlSek!  manner,  a 
in  hu  BamMer,  Ko.  110.,  be  mentions  with 
the  whole  discipline  of  reguUted  piety :  '*  and  In 
bis  **  Prayers  and  Meditations,**  many  instaocea  occur  of  his 
anxious  examination  Into  his  spiritual  state.  That  this 
religious  earnestness,  and  in  particular  an  observation  of  the 
InSueoee  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  Ims  sometimes  degenerated  Into 
Iblly.  and  snosettanes  been  couoterfrited  for  base  purposes, 
be  denied.  B«t  It  Is  not.  therefore,  fair  to  decry  It 
principal  argoMoc  la  leasoo  and  good 


which  is  the  only  way  to  do  good  to  the  com- 
mon people,  and  which  clergymen  of  Junius 
and  learning  ought  to  do  from  a  principle  of 
duty,  when  it  is  suited  to  their  congregatioiu ; 
a  practice,  for  which  they  will  be  praised  by 
men  of  sense.  To  insist  agwnst  diimkeimess 
as  a  crime,  because  it  debases  reason,  the 
noblest  faculty  of  man,  would  be  of  no  service 
to  the  common  people :  but  to  tell  them  that 
they  may  die  in  a  nt  of  drunkenness,  and  ihow 
them  how  dreadful  that  would  be,  cannot  fail 
to  make  a  deep  impression.  Sir,  when  jour 
Scotch  deivy  give  up  their  homely  manner, 
religion  willsoon  decay  in  that  country."  Let 
this  observation,  as  Jonnson  meant  it,  be  erer 
remembered. 

I  was  much  pleased  to  find  myself  with 
Johnson  at  Greenwich,  which  he  oelebratet  in 
his  **  London  **  as  a  favourite  scene.  I  had  the 
poem  in  my  pocket,  and  read  the  lines  aloud 
with  enthusiasm : 

•<  On  Thaines*s  banks  in  silent  thought  we  flood. 
Where  Orecnwieb  amilet  upon  the  ailTcr  flood : 
Struck  with  the  aeat  thmt  gave  Euaa  birth, 
We  kneel  and  kiaa  the  eonaecratcd  earth.* 


He  remarked  that  the  stmctare  of  Green* 
which  Hospital  was  too  magnificent  for  a  pla^ 
of  charity,  and  that  its  parts  were  too  much 
detached,  to  make  one  great  whole. 

Buchanan,  he  said,  waa  a  very  fine  p<H^t; 
and  observed,  that  he  was  the  fint  who  com- 
plimented a  lady,  bv  ascribing  to  her  the  dif- 
ferent perfections  of  the  heathen  godde^^e^^; 
but  that  Johnstone*  improved  upon  tbi^^▼ 
making  his  lady,  at  the  aame  time,  free  fn>ni 
their  &fects. 

He  dwelt  upon  Buchanan*s  elegant  verw^  to 
Mary  Queen  of  Scots,  Njfmpha  Ctdedomut,  &r^ 
and  spoke  with  enthusiasm  of  the  beauty  cf 
Ladn  verse.    **  All  th«  modem  langoa^" 


sense,  against  methodism  Is,  that  It  lends  to  dehasr  hu*n 
nature,  and  prerent  the  genermta  exertions  of  goodn^t  br 
■n  unworthy  supposition  that  God  will  pay  no  rrfA* '  ('• 
then ;  although  It  Is  positively  snld  In  the  scrtpcuret  t^  >'  *m 
**  will  reward  every  man  according  to  bta  worfta.**  But  I  m 
happy  to  hare  It  In  my  power  to  oo  JuaUce  to  those  vb.  i  -i 
Is  the  fashion  to  ridicule,  without  any  knowledxe  of  i"-*-^ 
tenets  \  and  this  1  can  do  by  qnoClng  a  pnasnge  m>ei  c«*  '^ 
their  best  apologltU,  Mr.  lulner.  who  tWua  eanrtMM  t»>«:i 
doctrine  upon  this  subi«ct :  —  '*  Ju«tsacd  by  faltb,  rrtr^H 
In  his  faculties,  and  constrained  by  the  low  of  llinft  t»< 
believer  moves  hi  the  sphere  of  love  and  gntitudf,  s^  af 
his  4mHei  flow  more  or  less  from  this  principle.  Awl  t^  *«f^ 
tkqf  mrt  aeemmmlathtg  Jot  khm  H»  kemnem  m  tremamrf  •/  <Ai 
pieporlfaMid  to  A/s/s/M/Wmw  mmd  octeet^ mmd  ituH* 
NSMinf  tmeomtiitmi  irilA  Am  primetpUt  to  JftH  ike/ortf  ^ '  •** 
ceMMcr«MMS,yct  love  Hsrif  sweetona  eTorf  duty  to  hU  m*-^ 
and  he  thinks  there  is  no  absurdity  In  Ilia  feeling  ik'  ■  ^ 
of  God  as  the  grand  commanding  principle  of  his  ii*' 
Ettamt  en  ttUfinu  Smkffti$,  *r.,  km  Jotemk  MOmrr.  4  ^ 
MoAr  ^  ike  Ormmmmt  School  Jr  ITimainwimjin  llmt'  i:« 
n.  H.  —  BoswiLL.  Jotfk  MilDor  was  brolhiT  v*  ft 
twtter  known  Dr.  Isaac  Milncr,  wh«  died  D«^  d  C«rtt«i*. . 
Caoaaa. 

«  Epigram,  Lib.  It.  •*  In  BHsabeth.  Angll*  Rrf  **  - 
sospact  that  the  author's  msmoij  horo  dnmud  hm.  si 
that  Johneen  said, *•  the  flrst  msdsiw  po«t  t  **  for  ibrr*  4 
weU«known  Epigram  In  the  **  Aatbolc^la,'*  contaiaiof  tl 
kind  of  eulogy.  ->  MAiona. 

*  Arthur  Johnstone,  bom  near  Aberdenn  Ui  1 5*7.  sn  si 
gant  Latin  poH.  His  prlndpnl  wnrkM  are  a  vo^u-ne 
epigrams  (bi  which  is  to  be  fbond  ifaaa  to  wMcti  Dr  J<^Hei 
alhtdit.)  and  a  Latin  paraphrase  of  thm 
Oafordlnl641..Ci 
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he,  "  eannot  fumiah  so  melo^ous  a  line 


rtitmare  docu  AmarUUda  tSvas*  ** ' 

Afterwards  he  entered  upon  the  business  of 
die  dij,  which  was  to  ffive  me  his  advice  as  to 
a  ooiuve  of  study.  And  here  I  am  to  mention, 
with  much  regret,  that  mj  record  of  what  he 
said  is  miserabljjr  scantj.  I  recollect  with 
admiration  an  animating  blaze  of  eloquence, 
which  roused  every  intdlectual  power  in  me 
to  the  highest  pitch,  but  must  have  dazzled  me 
so  much,  that  m^  memory  could  not  presenre 
the  substance  of  his  discourse  ;  for  uie  note 
which  I  find  of  it  is  no  more  than  this : — 
'^He  ran  over  the  grand  scale  of  human  know- 
lec^;  advised  me  to  select  some  particular 
bruidi  to  excel  in,  but  to  acquire  a  little  of 
ever^  kind.**  The  defect  of  my  minutes  will 
be  rally  supplied  by  a  long  letter  upon  the 
subject,  whidi  he  favoured  me  with,  after  I 
had  beoi  some  time  at  Utrecht,  and  which  my 
readers  will  have  the  pleasure  to  peruse  in  its 
proper  place. 

We  walked  in  the  evening  in  Greenwich 
Park.  He  asked  me,  I  suppose  by  way  of 
trying  my  disposition,  '*  Is  not  this  very  fine  ?  ** 
Having  no  exquisite  relish  of  the  beauties  of 
nature,  and  being  more  delighted  with  ^the 
busy  hum  of  men,**  I  answ^ed,  **Yes,  Sir; 
but  not  equal  to  Fleet-street.**  Johhsoxt. 
•*  You  are  nght.  Sir." 

I  am  aware  that  many  of  my  readers  may 
censure  my  want  of  taste.  Let  me,  however, 
dielter  myself  under  the  authoritv  of  a  verv 
fitfJiionahle  baronet*  in  the  brilliant  world, 
who,  on  his  attention  being  called  to  the 
fia^'anoe  of  a  May  evening  in  the  country, 
observed,  ^  This  may  be  very  well ;  but,  for 
my  part,  I  prefer  the  smell  of  a  flambeau  at 
tlkeplayhouse.** 

We  staid  so  long  at  Greenwich,  that  our  sail 
vp  the  rirer,  in  our  return  to  London,  was  by 
BO  means  so  pleasant  as  in  the  mominff;  for 
the  n%ht  air  was  so  cold  that  it  made  me 
Oliver.  I  was  the  more  sensible  of  it  from 
having  sat  up  all  the  night  before  recollecting 
and  writing  in  my  Joumsl  what  J  thoujg^ht 
worthy  of  preservation;  an  exertion,  which, 
during  the  first  part  of  my  acquaintance  with 
Johnson,  I  frequently  made.  I  remember 
having  sat  up  four  niff nts  in  one  week,  without 
bemg  much  mcommoded  in  the  daytime. 

Johnson,  whose  robust  frame  was  not  in  the 
least  afiected  by  the  cold,  scolded  me,  as  if  my 
tfatverii^  had  been  a  paltry  effeminacy,  saying, 
"Why  S>  you  shiver  ?  **  Sir  William  Scott », 
of  the  Commons,  told  me,  that  when  he  com* 


1         '*  A^  the  wood  rins*  ^1^  AmarillU*  name.** 

Virc.  Bel.  I.  ft.    Dr.  Johnson,  anii,  p.  10.  —  CiOKia. 

s  My  friend  Sir  HichMl  La  Fleming,  of  Rydall  In  Weft- 
awwiiiid  Tbia  geoUeman,  wfth  all  hia  experience  of 
■priclttiy  ood  elesant  life,  iaheritf ,  with  the  beautiful  family 
Z^iffffa.  Qo  iaeMuiderablo  tfaare  of  that  love  of  literature, 
wkidi  ibatloguisbed  hia  ▼enerable  grandfather  the  Blthop  of 
CirUilc    He  one  daj  otMorred  Co  me,  of  Dr.  Johnson,  in  a 


plained  of  a  headach  in  the  post-chaise,  as  they 
were  travelling  together  to  Scotland,  Johnson 
treated  him  in  the  same  manner :  **  At  your 
age.  Sir,  I  had  no  headach.**  It  is  not  easy  to 
make  allowance  for  sensations  in  others,  which 
we  ourselves  have  not  at  the  time.  We  must 
all  have  experienced  how  very  differently  we 
are  affected  by  the  complaints  of  our  neigh- 
bours, when  we  are  well  and  when  we  are  ill. 
In  full  health,  we  can  scarcely  believe  that 
they  suffer  much ;  so  faint  is  the  imase  of  pain 
upon  our  imsjzination  :  when  softened  by  sick- 
ness, we  readuy  sympathise  with  the  sufferings 
of  others. 

We  concluded  the  day  at  the  Turk*s  Head 
coffee-house  ver^  socially.  He  was  pleased  to 
listen  to  a  particular  account  which  I  gave 
him  of  my  family,  and  of  its  hereditary  estate, 
as  to  the  extent  and  population  of  which  he 
asked  questions,  and  made  calculations;  re- 
commending, at  the  same  time,  a  liberal  kind- 
ness to  the  tenantry,  as  people  over  whom  the 
proprietor  was  placed  by  Providence.  He 
took  delight  in  hearing  my  description  of  the 
romantic  seat  of  my  ancestors.  ^  1  must  be 
there.  Sir,**  said  he,  **  and  we  will  live  in  the 
old  castle ;  and  if  there  is  not  a  room  in  it 
remaining,  we  will  build  one.**  I  was  highly 
flattered,  but  could  scarcely  indulge  a  hope 
that  Auchinleck  would  indeed  be  honoured  by 
his  presence,  and  celebrated  by  a  description, 
as  it  afterwards  was,  in  his  ^'  Journey  to  ^e 
Western  Islands.** 

After  we  had  a^un  talked  of  my  setting  out 
for  Holland,  he  said,  **  I  must  see  thee  out  of 
England ;  I  will  accompany  you  to  Harwich.** 
I  could  not  find  words  to  express  what  I  felt 
upon  this  unexpected  and  very  great  mark  of 
his  affectionate  regard.^ 

Next  day,  Sundajr,  Jnly  31.,  I  told  him  I 
had  been  uiat  morning  at  a  meeting  of  the 
people  called  Quakers,  where  I  had  lieard  a 
woman  preach.  Johkson.  ^  Sir,  a  woman 
preachinji;  is  like  a  dog*s  walking  on  his  hind 
legs.  It  IS  not  done  weU;  but  you  are  surprised 
to  find  it  done  at  all.** 

On  Tuesday,  August  2.,^  (the  day  of  my 
departure  firom  London  having  been  fixed  for 
the  5th,)  Dr.  Johnson  did  me  the  honour  to 
pass  a  part  of  the  morning  with  me  at  my 
chambers.  He  said,  that  ^  he  always  felt  an 
inclination  to  do  nothing.**  I  observed,  that  it 
was  strange  to  think  uiat  the  most  indolent 
man  in  Britain  had  written  the  most  laborious 
work,  Thb  Ekglish  Dictiovabt. 

I  mentioned  an  imprudent  publication,  by 
a  certun  friend  of  his,  at  an  early  period  of 
life,  and  asked  him  if  he  thought  it  would  hurt 


felicity  of  phrase.  '*  There  Is  a  Mont  dignity  abont  him  on 
every  occasion.'*  —  Boswkll.  Sir  Michael  Le  Fleming  died 
of  an  apoplectic  flt.  May  19.  1806,  while  cooTersing,  at  the 
Admiralty,  with  Lord  Grey  [then  first  Lord].— Maloftb, 

s  Afterwards  Lord  Stowell,  who  accompanied  Dr.  John* 
son  tram  Newcastle  to  Edinburgh  in  1778.  —  CaoKKft. 

*  They  had  met  only  thirteen  days ;  so  that  the  friendship 
was  of  rapid  growth.  —  Crok£r. 
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kirn.  Jomnoir.  ''No,  Sir;  not  nmefa.  It 
mar,  perh«p6y  be  mentioned  at  an  election.** ' 

1  had  noir  made  good  mj  title  to  be  a 
priyileged  man,  and  was  carried  br  him  in  the 
erening  to  drink  tea  with  Mim  WilUams,  whom^ 
though  under  the  miafortone  of  having  loat  her 
fight,  I  fbnnd  to  be  agreeable  in  conversation ; 
for  she  had  a  variety  of  literature,  and  ex- 
pressed henelf  well;  but  her  peculiar  value 
was  the  intimacj  in  which  she  had  kmg  lived 
with  Johnson,  by  which  she  was  well  ac- 
quainted widi  his  habits,  and  loiew  how  to  lead 
mm  onto  talk. 

Afler  tea  he  carried  me  to  what  he  called 
Ms  walk,  which  was  a  long  narrow  paved  court 
in  the  n^hbourfaood,  overshadowed  by  some 
treea.  There  we  sauntered  a  considerable 
time;  and  I  complained  to  him  that  my  love 
of  London  and  of  his  company  was  such,  that 
I  shrunk  almost  from  the  thought  of  going 
away  even  to  travel,  which  is  generally  so  much 
desired  by  Jpung  men.  He  roused  me  by 
nmnly  and  spirited  conversation.  He  advised 
me,  when  settled  in  any  place  abroad,  to  study 
with  an  eagerness  after  knowledge,  and  to 
apply  to  Greek  an  hour  every  day ;  and  when 
I  was  moving  about,  to  read  diligently  the 
great  book  of  mankind. 

On  Wednesday,  August  3.,  we  had  our  last 
aocial  evening  at  the  lnrk*s  Head  coffee-house, 
before  my  setting  out  for  foreign  parts.  I  had 
the  misfortune,  before  we  parted,  to  irritate 
him  unintentionally.  I  mentioned  to  him  how 
common  it  was  in  the  world  to  tell  absurd 
stories  of  him,  and  to  ascribe  to  him  very 
strange  sayings.  Jobhsoh.  ^^What  do  they 
make  me  say.  Sir  ?  **  Boswbll.  "  Why,  Sir, 
as  an  instance  very  strange  indeed,  (laughing 
heartily  as  I  spoke,)  David  Hume  told  me, 
you  said  that  you  would  stand  before  a  battery 
of  cannon  to  restore  the  Convocation  to  its 
ftdl  powers.**  Little  did  I  apprehend  that  he 
had  actually  said  this :  but  I  was  soon  con- 
vinced of  my  error;  for,  with  a  determined 
look,  he  thundered  out,  **  And  would  I  not, 
SirP  Shall  the  Presbyterian  kirk  of  Scotland 
have  its  General  Assembly,  and  the  Church  of 
Sngland  be  denied  its  convocation?*'  He 
was  walking  up  and  down  the  room,  while  I 
told  him  the  anecdote ;  but  when  he  uttered 
this  explosion  of  high-chvrch  seal,  he  had 
oome  close  to  my  c£ur^  and  his  eyes  flashed 

1  This  protebly  tUodM  to  Mr.  Barke*«  "  VimUcatioo  of 
Natural  SodHy,  _  •  work  pobllaliod  In  17M,  In  a  happj 


iBlutlon  of  Cord  Bollofbroka's  stylo*  and  in  on  ironical 
adoption  of  hit  orinciplos :  th«  whole  was  so  w«>U  donf .  that 
It  at  flrsi  pasosa  as  a  genalno  work  of  Lord  Bollnfbrok**s, 
aod  siihsaywtly  as  a  sorious  and  (as  In  stvls  and  Inafrry  It 
oortalnlj  U)  splondid  azpofitloo  of  the  prindplM  of  oos  of 
his  disclplss.  Lord  ChostsrSold  and  BiahopWarburtoo  ara 
staiad  to  haro  horn  so  doceived  i,  and  It  would  spem.  from  the 
passf  la  tho  toxt,  that  Johnson  and  Boswrll  wore  In  tho 
same  error.    la  17Sft.  Mr.  Burke  reprinted  this  piere.  wtth  a 

Eefacv.  hi  which  he  throws  off  altogether  the  nuuk  of  Ironr. 
r.  BoeweU  calls  him  AftitmA  t^f  Joknmm'$.  for  he  himaelf 
had  not  yet  met  Mr.  Burke.  —  Ctocta. 

•  It  moat  he  tooiissed.  that  the  oxlstlnf  prartlc«t  relative  to 
OooTOcaUoa  is  an  anomaly,  that  seems  at  lint  sight  absurd. 
CoorocatloB  Is  still  iiunmooed  to  meet  when  PailUmeot  doea; 


With  indignaUon.  I  bowed  to  the  stonn,  snd 
diverted  the  force  of  it,  by  leading  him  ts 
expatiate  on  the  mfluenoe  which  religion 
derived  from  maintaining  the  church  with 
great  external  respectabihtj.* 

I  must  not  omit  to  mention  that  he  thLi  jev 
wrote  *'The  Life  of  Asdism,**t  and  the  De* 
dication  to  the  £ari  of  Shaftesbury,  ^nrefiasd 
to  the  edition  of  that  writer*8  Engliu  works, 
published  by  Mr.  Bennet.' 

On  Friiiay,  August  5.,  wa  set  oat  esrljia 
the  morning  in  i&  Harwidi  stsge-coach.   A 
fat  elderly  getttiewoma%  and  a  voung  Dntch- 
man,  seemed  the  moat  inclined  asBong  na  to 
conversation.    At  the  inn  where  we  diaed,  the 
gentlewoman  said  that  ^e  had  done  her  bert 
to  educate  her  children ;  and  psrtiealarl j,  thst 
she  had  never  suiered  them  to  be  a  moouaA 
idle.    Jonnon.    ^  I  wish,  Msdam,  joa  wooU 
educate  me  too :  for  I  have  been  an  idle  fellow 
allmylife.**    '' I  am  sure,  Sir,*  said  she,  ^m 
have    not    been     idle.^*     Jomhsob.    ^'^fi 
Madam,  it  is  very  true ;  and  that  ^enUeoisB 
there,**  pointing  to  me,  "  has  been  idle.    He 
was  idle  at  Edinbarsh.    His  &tbcr  feat  him 
to  Glasgow,  where  ne  oonti»ied  U>  be  idle. 
He  then  came  to  Loudon,  where  he  hss  beea 
very  idle ;  and  now  he  ia  going  to  Utrecfati 
where  he  will  be  as  idle  as  ever.**    I  siked  him 
privately  how  he  could  expose  me  so.  Joamos. 
''Poh,    poh!**  said  he,  ^'they  kmtw  noUuog 
about  you,  and  will  think  of  it  no  more.  **    Is 
the  afternoon  the  gentlewoman  talked  violentij 
against    the  Roman  Catholics,    and  of  the 
horrors  of  the  Inquisition.    To  the  utter  ssto- 
nishment  of  all  the  naaaengera  bat  myaelC  ▼^ 
knew  that  he  could  talk  iqxm  any  side  of  • 
question,  he  defended    the    Inquisiyon,  sad 
maintained,  that  *^  false  doctrine  should  be 
checked  on  its  first  appearanoe ;  thai  the  civil 
power  should  unite  with  the  churdi  in  poaieh* 
mg  those  who  dare  to  attack  the  estaiAiibcd 
religion,  and  that  such  only  were  punished  b^ 
the  Inquisition.'*  He  hmd  in  his  pocket  *^  Pom^ 
poniMt  Mela  tk  SUti  Orbig;'  in  which  be  rcid 
occasionally,  and  seemed  very  intent  ujm 
ancient   geofpvphy.    Though    by  no   nesat 
niggardly,  his  attention  to  what  was  gcnersUy 
right  was  so  minute,  that  havinf^  observed  st 
one  of  the  stages  that  I  oatantatioaaly  pB^  * 
shilling  to  the   enaohman,  when  the  custom 
was  for  each  passenger  to  gire  only  sixpeooa, 


hat  tu  meetiof  Is  •  mere  term,  nad  H 
do  any  husineas.    II  b  now  a  aolemn 
wooMprohably  ho  fatal  to  the  Chnsch 
In  the  present  stMte  o(  our  roostUutioa. 
torleal  Inquirer  sees.  In  the  Huaaoa  of 


^hoC  lis  f*"! 
_jr,aM*Sv;^ 

Impoeslhiek  lWk» 


.«.  ^,.,..,..,,a  strlkinc  -».«»,  — 
the  old  EUtiB  Oh^rmmM  of  Prance.  <— 

*  Johnson  was.  In  fatt.  Um  editor  of 
from  n  letter  oT  Mr.  T.  Device  to 
worth: ^**  Reeerend  Sir,-  I  tnho  Hm 
Roger  Aseham's  worhs  la  Bn^talt 
name  Is  in  the  title,  the  editor  wan 
the  author  of  the  Rambler,  wha 
and  aitded  several  notes.  Mr 
for  his  advantage.**  Ac.    I  ha«o  not 
laiareat  ia  Mr 


4  taia  wark.  aa  aaea«4 
tka  Bav.  Kdm.  *'<»• 


Mr.  a<»««rt' 
r  i«»iMaa 
Mh'«f  tw  ertSM 
a  ID  Mr 
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be  UiA  me  aade  and  aeoUed  ne,  sayinff  that 
what  I  kad  done  would  make  the  coalman 
dtsaatiafied  widi  all  the  rest  of  the  passen^rs, 
who  gare  lum.  ao  more  than  bis  due.  This 
was  a  jusl  raprimsaod;  for  in  whatever  wajjr  a 
asan  naj  indn^  his  generositj  or  his  vanity 
in  «pf"™g  his  money,  for  the  sake  of  others 
he  ooght  not  to  raise  the  price  of  any  article 
for  which  there  is  a  constant  demand. 

He  talked  of  Mr.  Bladdoek*8>  poetry,  so  far 
as  it  was  descriptiTe  of  visible  objects;  and 
obaerred,  ihi^  ''as  its  anthor  had  the  mis- 
fbrtone  to  be  blind,  we  may  be  sibsolutely  sore 
diat  such  passages  are  combinadons  of  what 
he  haa  remembered  of  the  works  of  other 
writera  who  coidd  see.  That  foolish  fellow, 
Spenoe,  has  laboured  to  explain  philosophically 
how  BlacUock  may  have  done,  by  means  of 
his  own  facultiea,  what  it  is  impossible  he 
diould  da  The  solution,  as  I  have  given  it, 
is  plain.  Suppose,  I  know  a  man  to  be  so 
lame  thai  he  is  absohitely  incapable  to  move 
himself  and  I  find  him  in  a  different  room 
from  that  in  iHueh  I  left  him ;  shall  I  puxzle 
myself  with  idle  conjectures,  that,  perhaps,  hia 
nerves  have  by  some  unknown  change  aU  at 
once  become  effective  P  No,  Sir,  it  is  clear 
how  he  got  into  a  difllsrent  room;  he  was 


Having  stopped  a  night  at  ColGhester,  John- 
son talked  of  that  town  with  veneration,  for 
having  stood  a  riege  for  Charles  the  First. 
The  Dntdnnan  alone  now  remainded  with  us. 
He  spoke  English  tolerably  well ;  and,  think- 
ing to  reeonniend  himself  to  us  by  expatiating 
on  the  superiority  of  the  criminal  jurispru- 
dence of  this  country  over  that  of  Holland,  he 
inye^hed  against  tioe  barbarity  of  putting  an 
accused  penon  to  1^  torture,  in  order  to  force 
a  conftasioB.  But  Johnson  was  as  ready  for 
this,  as  for  the  Inquisition.  **Whv,  Sir,  you 
do  not,  I  find,  understand  the  law  of  your  own 
country.  To  torture  in  Holland  is  considered 
m  a  ftvonr  to  an  accused  person ;  for  no  man 
is  put  to  the  tortnre  there  unless  there  is  as 
much  evidence  wainst  him  as  would  amount 
to  ecmvictioQ  in  IBngland.  An  accused  person 
among  you,  therefore,  haa  one  chance  more  to 
escape  punishment,  than  those  who  are  tried 


At  sapper  this  ni^ht  he  talked  of  good  eating 
with  uncommon  satisfaction.    **  Some  peoc^ 
said  be,  **haiveafoolish  way  of  not  minning, 
or  preianding  not  to  mind,  what  they  eat. 


I 

Ui 


l>r. 


«-Bi 


UiI7Sl:h«touU7]<Mt 
bf  eh*  OBaD-pos  aft  ib«  mys  of  six  vean,  but  vat, 
a  deaeripOre  poet.   Hedied  in  1791.  **  Wo  may 
Mocnmhor,  **  with  Doniiu,  In  bit  *  Dli- 
Mtavatttra/  that  Blacklodt  will  appoar  to  poo. 
M  to  OB  ho  la  a  pru^igm.    It  wUI  be  ibougae  a 
i  BUB  Mfod  froa  hlalnGav7,  bosldea  havlnir 
of  Torlooa  Ibreign  languagoa,  abould  bo 
In  hia  own,  and  wltboot  bavliic  hardly  Mwn  tho 
bo  oo  ranarfcahly  happv  in  dosctiptlftn.**   John» 
tho  tmo  aolutionoCBIacklfiek's  powor, 
ind  not  miraUe.  —  Caoaaa 
_  lav  of  Holland,   tho  crirainar«  cnnfenlon   ft 
to  a  mpiUl  ponlahment ;  no  other  eridAiioe  being 


For  my  part,  I  mind  my  belly  very  studiously, 
and  very  caiefully ;  for  I  look  upon  it,  that  he 
who  does  not  mind  his  belly  wiU  hardly  mind 
any  thing  else.**  He  now  appeared  to  me 
Jean  BuU  phOa$apke,  and  he  was  for  the 
moment,  not  onl^  serious,  but  vehement.  Tet 
I  have  heard  him,  upon  other  occaskms,  talk 
with  great  contempt  of  people  who  were 
anxious  to  gratify  their  palates ;  and  the  206th 
number  of  his  BamUer  is  a  masterly  essay 
against  ^ulositj.  His  practice,  indeed,  I  must 
acknowtedge,  may  be  oooaidered  as  oastin^ 
the  balance  of  hb  difierent  opinions  upon  this 
subject;  for  I  never  knew  any  man  who 
relnhed  good  eating  more  than  he  did.  When 
at  table,  he  was  totally  absorbed  in  the  bu- 
siness of  the  moment:  his  looks  seemed  riveted 
to  his  plate;  nor  would  he,  unless  when  in 
very  hi^  company,  say  one  word,  or  even  pay 
the  least  attention  to  what  was  said  bv  others^ 
tSSl  he  had  satisfied  his  i^petite ;  widen  was  so 
fierce,  and  indulged  with  such  intenseness,  that, 
while  in  the  act  of  eating,  the  vans  of  hu 
fiyrehead  swelled,  and  generally  a  strong  per- 
spiration was  visible.  To  those  whose  sensa- 
tions were  delicate,  this  could  not  but  be  dis- 
gusting; and  it  was  doubtless  not  very  suitable 
to  the  character  of  a  philosopher,  who  should 
be  distinguished  by  self-command.  But  it 
must  be  owned,  that  Johnson,  though  he  could 
be  rigidly  aMnnsiMW,  was  not  a  temperate  man 
either  in  eating  or  dnnking.  He  could  refrain^ 
but  he  could  not  use  moderately.  He  told  me^ 
>  that  he  had  fasted  two  days  without  incon- 
venience, and  that  he  had  never  been  hungry 
but  once.  They  who  beheld  with  wonder  how 
much  he  ate  upon  all  occaaons,  when  his 
dinner  was  to  his  taste,  could  not  easily 
conceive  what  he  must  have  meant  by  hunger ; 
and  not  only  was  he  remarkal^e  for  the  extra- 
ordinaJT  quantity  which  he  ate^  but  he  was,  or 
afiectea  to  be,  a  man  of  very  mce  discernment 
in  the  science  of  cookery.  He  used  to  descant 
critioslly  on  the  dishes  which  had  beei\  at  table 
where  he  had  dined  or  supped,  and  to  recollect 
very  minutelv  what  he  had  liked.  I  remember 
when  he  was  m  Scotland,  his  praising  OoreMs 
palatee  (a  dish  of  palates  at  the  Honourable 
Alexander  GordonaJ)  with  a  warmth  of  ex- 
pression which  mi^ht  have  done  honour  to 
more  important  subjects.  *' As  for  Maclaurin^s 
imitation  of  a  made  duh^  it  was  a  wretched 
attempt.**^  He  about  the  same  time  wss  so 
much  displeased  with  the  pezfomumoes  of  a 


It  BOnOTM 


taSMcBt,  Old  if  ho  faMlala  on  hb  t 

tlU  bo  pronouoroa  tho  worda  of  eonroaalon." 

ft>rw  of  Mom,  b.  tIL  too.  IS.  —  CiOKia,  18S.1. 

'  If  hyporcfltterily  oxamlatd,  r^mtt  ia  not,  ptrhana,  the 
word  which  esacthr  glvra  Mr.  BoawoU'a  mooainf  .  whioi  wag, 
that  Johnoon  eniifd  oitAria,  but  found  it  ham  to  r^ftrmim. 
Haanab  More  pretaod  him  one  day.  In  ITSt,  at  BiAop  Por- 
toin't  Ubl«,  to  lako  a  MtOe  winoi  be  roplled,  «*  1  eannoC 
drtak  a  Mlfe,  eMU ;  thoroltoro  I  never  tooch  It  AUiineaee 
It  at  eaty  to  ino  aa  iawprr—oe  would  be  difllcult.'*   L^,  L 

*  On  fMuming  to  BdUboreh,  after  flio  toor  to  the  B». 
bridM,  h^  dinMl  oae  day  at  Mr.  Maetaurin'a,  and  tupped 
at  the  Honourable  Alexander  Qordon'i:    the  former,  aoa 
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BobleiDAii*!  French  cook*  UiAt  he  exclaimed  with 
Tehemence,  **  Td  throw  nich  a  rascal  into  the 
riTer ;  **  and  he  then  proceeded  to  aknn  a  ladj 
at  whose  house  he  was  to  tan,  bj  the  following 
manifesto  of  his  skill :  ^I,  Madam,  who  lire  at 
a  Tariety  of  good  tables,  am  a  much  better 
judge  of  cookery  than  any  person  who  has  a 
Terr  tolerable  cook,  but  Utcs  much  at  home ; 
for  nis  paUte  is  gradaall7  adapted  to  the  taste 
of  his  cook ;  whereas,  Madam,  in  tiring  by  a 
wider  ran^  I  can  more  excj^uisitefjr  judge.** 
When  innted  to  dine,  even  with  an  intimate 
friend,  he  was  not  pleased  if  something  better 
than  a  plain  dinner  was  not  prepared  lor  him. 
I  hare  heard  him  say  on  such  an  occasion, 
^  This  was  a  good  dinner  enough,  to  be  sure; 
but  it  was  not  a  dinner  to  osil  a  man  to.**  On 
the  other  hand,  he  was  wont  to  express,  with 
great  glee,  his  satisfaction  when  he  had  been 
entertained  quite  to  his  mind.  One  day  when 
he  had  dined  with  his  neighbour  and  landlord 
in  Bolt  Court,  Mr.  Allen  S  the  printer,  whose 
old  housekeeper  had  studied  his  taste  in  erery 
thing,  he  pronounced  this  eulogy:  ''Sir,  we 
cotdd  not  hare  had  a  better  dini^,  had  ^Mie 
been  a  S^modof  Codkar^ 

While  we  were  left  by  ourselves,  after  the 
Dutchman  had  gone  to  bed,  Dr.  Johnson  talked 
of  that  studied  behaTiour  which  many  have 
recommended  and  practised.  He  disapproyed 
of  it;  and  said,  ''I  never  considered  wnether 
I  should  be  a  grave  man,  or  a  merry  man,  but 
just  let  inclination,  for  the  time,  have  its 
course.** 

He  flattered  me  with  some  hopes  that  he 
would,  in  the  course  of  the  followmg  summer, 
come  over  to  Holland,  and  accompany  me  in 
a  tour  through  the  Netherlands. 

I  teased  hun  with  fanciful  apprehensions  of 
nnhappiness.    A  moth  having  fluttered  round 


of  the  edebratcd  matbcnuticlaii,  bMUM  In  1787*  a  Lord 
of  S0Mton.  bf  tlM  title  of  Lord  Dreghora ;  tlie  Utter  waa 
third  MQ  of  tho  iooond  Bert  of  Aberdeen,  end.  In  178S,  he 
•lio  WM  made  a  Lord  of  Seaalon,  and  look  the  title  of  Lord 
RockTille.  ~  CaoKaa. 

1  Edward  Allen  was  a  Tory  escellent  printer  In  Bolt 
Court.  HU  oflloe  onited  to  JohBion*t  dweUlnt.  He  died  In 
1780.  —  Nicnota. 

•  JohoMm'i  notions  abont  eaftinf .  mj«  Mrs.  Ploail,  how* 
ever,  were  nothing  leet  than  dellMte :  a  leg  of  port  boiled 
till  It  dumped  from  (he  bone,  a  real  pie  with  pinnu  and 
•ugar,  or  0»e  oat«ide  cot  of  a  salt  bottock  of  beef,  were  hU 
favourite  dainties :  wHh  regard  to  drink,  his  likiog  was  lior 
the  stroogeat,  as  It  was  not  the  Saroor,  but  the  eflhct  he 
•ottght  for,  and  prolresed  to  desire :  and  when  I  irst  knew 
him,  he  used  to  pour  caplllaire  Into  hto  port  wine.  For  the 
last  tw<rive  years,  however,  he  left  off  all  femeoted  liquors. 
To  make  himself  some  amsmds.  Indeed,  he  took  his  chocolate 
Uberally,  pouring  in  large  quantities  of  cream,  or  even  malted 
butter }  and  was  so  fond  of  fruit,  that  though  he  would  eat 
seven  or  eight  laree  peachn  of  a  morning  before  Krrakfast 
trsntco  them  with  nroportlooete  attention  after 
A  him  protest,  that  he  never 
had  quite  as  much  as  he  wished  of  walUfrult,  excepf  ^nce  in 
bis  iiie,  and  that  was  whm  we  were  all  together  at  Omuersley, 
the  seat  of  my  Lord  SAndvt;  ami  jret,  wheo  his  Irish  friend 
Orlerson.  (see  pwf.  niA  1770.]  hearing  him  ennaserate 
the  qualities  n«re»»ary  to  the  formation  of  a  poet,  beimn  a 
eomlcal  parorfj  upon  ht«  ornamented  liarangue  In  praise  of  a 
eook,  roiirlu<liM|t  with  thit  ob«ervaUoo,  that  he  who  dressed 
a  good  dinner  ««•  a  more  eirelleoC  and  a  more  useftil  mem- 
ber of  society  th4n  he  « ho  wrote  a  good  poem.  **  And  in 
llils  opinion.^  taul  Mr.  JuhnHNi,  in  repiv,  **bI1  the  dom  In 
Ike  town  will  Join  yuu.*'  — >  He  lured  his  dinner  exceedingly, 


dinner  again*  yet  I  have  h 


the  candle,  and  burnt  itwlf^  he  laid  hold  of 
this  little  incident  to  admonish  me;  wfs^y 
with  a  sly  lookf  and  in  a  solemn  bat  a  quiet 
tone,  **■  That  creature  was  its  own  tormentor, 
and  I  believe  its  name  was  Boswbll.** 

Next  day  we  got  to  Harwich  to  dinner ;  tod 
m^  passage  in  the  packet-boat  to  Helvoetalayf 
bonff  secured,  and  my  baggsffe  put  on  boanl, 
we  <fined  at  our  inn  uj  ourBehes.  I  hspmned 
to  say,  it  would  be  terrible  if  he  should  not 
find  a  speedy  opportunitjr  of  retumiiu:  to 
London,  and  be  confined  in  so  dull  a  plice. 
JoHHSOH.  ^Don*t,  Sir,  accustom  voonelf  to 
use  big  words  for  little  matters.'  It  would  nof 
be  terrible,  though  I  leers  to  be  detained  fome 
time  here.**  The  practice  of  uung  woi^  of 
diaproportionato  magnitude  is,  no  doubt,  too 
frequent  every  where;  but,  I  think,  iD0«t 
remarkable  among  the  French,  of  which,  all 
who  have  travelled  in  France  must  have  been 
struck  with  innumerable  instances. 

We  went  and  looked  at  the  church,  and  bsrin^ 
gone  into  it  and  walked  up  to  the  altar,  John- 
son,  whose  pietv  was  constant  and  ferrent, 
sent  me  to  my  Icnees,  saying,  ^  Now  that  you 
are  going  to  leave  your  native  oountrj,  recom- 
mend yourself  to  the  protection  of  jour 
CanATom  and  Rbdbbmsr. 

Alter  we  came  out  of  the  churchy  we  stood 
taUdnff  for  some  time  together  of  B»b«p 
Berkeley's  ingenious  sophistry  to  prove  the 
non-existence  of  matter,  and  that  every  thin-* 
in  the  universe  is  merely  ideal.  I  obsenreti, 
that  though  we  are  satisfied  his  doctrine  b  not 
true,  it  is  impossible  to  refute  it.  I  never  ihiU 
forget  the  alacrity  with  whioh  Johnson 
answered,  striking  his  foot  with  mighty  force 
against  a  la»e  stone,  till  he  rebowidea  fnm 
it,  ''Irefute  it  thuar^  Thia  was  a  stoat  ei- 
emplification  of  thejlntintihg  of  Pcrs  Baefier^ 


and  has  often  uld  In  my  bearlajr,  pcitepa  Cor  «j  • 
**  that  wherwrer  the  dinner  Is  111  wot  tip,  there  is  pote<^*i    ' 
there  Is  avarice,  or  there  is  stnpWUty  i  In  shott,  the  fam  ▼  - 
somehow  grossly  wrong :  for,'*  cooCJoiied  hn,  **•  maa  M*i«M 


thinks  with  more  eamestnces  of  any  thine  than  he  di«^  •' 
•        -  ■--  ^     '        -w  -  be.h*i* 


his  dinner  \  and  if  he  cannot  get  thnt  well  di 
be  suspected  of  iimecuracy  In  other  thtnca 
he  was  speaking  upon  the  subject,  I  aaL 
httfl(Nl  bis  wiCs  about  his  dinner  f    **  So 
**  that  at  Uttt  she  called  to  me.  whe« 
said,  *  Nay,  hold«  Mr.  Johnson,  and  do 
thanking  God  for  a  dinner  which,  la  a 
proiKwnoe  not  eatable.'  "—  CaoKn. 

*  This  advice  comes  drolly 
aymmf  lady  talk  of** the 
mUrmitom  with  bean-Bower  water,  mod  the 
to  4t$em$t  pimples  and  clear 


4ST.WNM 

li  he  «*•• 
,*•  repbf**  I* 
to  any  gr«rv  • 
make  a  u'r* 
you  • 


.* 


who 

--a  rr*  I 

of  a  pu«f-     ' 

(Rasnl*^  *    ^ 

130.) ;  while  a  young  gentleman  laila  un  oC  **  Ike  JLmcx^  •  • 
of  a  foot-ball  having  swelled  out  Into  stiAioae  nod  eatro » 
(No.  117.)    AimI  it  Is  equally  amusinfr  to  Imd  Mr    1^    • 
after  his  various  defences  of    Johnaoai^    j,  ma^  i  m  i  n 
attacking    the  little  indations   of     Frrodi  cati««r»«.    e 
straining  at  a  gnat,    after  baTinf  avnllowwd  a  tar  * 
CaoKiB. 

4  Dr.  Johnaen  seems  to  have  beem  la^orlbctlf  nc^«A<~ 
with  Berkeley's  doctrine i  as  hit  ri|iwilioem  «»\v  ^v^**  • 
we  have  the  sensatloo  of  solldit  j.  whtrb  BsrkeW*   .• 
deny.    He  admitted  that  we  had  eenaaatosia  or  M#«t  ■  > 
usually  called  sensible  qoahtlee,  ooo  oC  wblrb  t«  •• 
he  onlr  denied  the  eilstenee  of  sMMSnrr.  t.  o.  an  is'-t  ■ 
less  suMtanre.  in  whicit  ther  are  eofi^oaod  to  fin  t      S 
son's  eKeni(»l location  c«>nriirt  witk   tko  wwAmm  ow  ' 
solidity  Is  matter.  —  KaAancT. 
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or  the  origtfud  principles  of  Reid  and  of 
Beattie ;  without  admitting  which,  we  can  no 
more  argue  in  metaphysics,  than  we  can 
argue  in  mathematics  without  axioms.  To 
me  it  is  not  conceivable  how  Berkeley  can 
be  answered  bjr  pure  reasoning ;  but  I  know 
that  the  nice  and  difficult  task  was  to  have 
beea  undertaken  by  one  of  the  most  luminous 
ninds'  of  the  present  agey  had  not  politics 
**  tamed  him  £rom  calm  philosophy  aside." 
What  an  admirable  display  of  subUetj,  united 
vith  brillianoe,  might  his  oontendmg  with 
fitvkeley  have  afforded  us!  How  must  we, 
when  we  reflect  on  the  loss  of  such  an  intel- 
lectual feast,  regret  that  he  should  be  charac- 
toised  as  the  man,  — 

*  Wlio»  bom  for  the  uniTene,  narrow*d  his  mind, 
And  to  party  gave  up  what  was  meant  for  man- 


My  leicred  friend  walked  down  with  me  to 
tbe  besch,  where  we  embraced  and  parted  with 
teademess,  and  engaged  to  correspond  by 
letters.  I  said,  **I  hope,  Sir,  you  will  not 
for^  me  in  mj  absence.**  Johitson.  *^  Kay, 
Sir,  it  is  more  likely  you  should  forget  me, 
than  Uiat  I  should  forget  you.**  As  the  vessel 
pot  out  to  sea,  I  kept  my  eyes  upon  him  for  a 
'YMuiderable  time,  while  he  remained  rolling 
kii  majestic  frame  in  his  usual  manner ;  and 
at  bat  I  perceived  him  walk  back  into  the 
and  oe  disappeared. 


»  ^ 


*  "^ 


(JOHNSON  TO  GEORGE  STRAHAN. 

•*SOth  Sept.  1763. 
*  Draa  Sta.'^I  should  have  answered  your  last 
if  I  eould  have  giTcn  you  any  valu- 
oaelal  direetioiis ;  bat  I  know  not  any  way 
the  eomposition  of  Latin  verses  can  be 
Of  the  grammatical  part,  which 
knowledge  of  the  measure  of  the 
quantity  of  the  syllablei,  your  grammar 
yoa  all  that  you  can  be  taught,  and 
of  thmz  yoo  can  hardly  know  any  thing  by 
leaaure  of  the  loot    The  quantity  of 
of  those  far  which  rules  are  given,  is 
y   tcaroed  by  practice  aod   retained  by 
For  the  poetical  part,  which  com- 
of  expresiioo,  propriety  of  terms, 
aeleeting   commodious  words,   and 
changmg  their  order,  it  will  all  be 
by    fnqocnt  easaji  and  resolute  per- 
Tbe  less  Mp  you  have  the  sooner  you 
W  j&le  to  go  forward  without  help. 
1  aappoae    jroo  are  now   ready  lor  another 
I  mold  not  have  you  dwell  longer  upon 
till  your  froaiiiarity  with  Its  style 
y  u>  yoo.     Every  new  book  will  for  a 
it  a  rule  to  write  some- 


yman  of  lib  Ufe,  Mr.  Burk«  rarersed  the 

»,   09l4imab  99  elefuiCtjr  reprehended,  and 

t,^  mimht  conedved  to  be  the  good  of  man- 

Wkt  George  Collier,  was  eboat  to 


thing  in  Latin  every  day ;  and  let  me  know  what 
you  are  now  doing,  and  what  your  scheme  is  to  do 
next.  Be  pleased  to  give  my  compliments  to  Mr. 
Bright,  Mr.  Stevenson,  and  Mias  Page.  I  am,  dear 
Sir,  your  affectionate  servant, 
—  iZofe  MSS.  <*  Sam.  Johnson.** 


JOHNSON  TO  MISS  REYNOLDS. 

•*  Oxford.  S7th  Oct.  [1763.] 
**  Tour  letter  has  scarcely  come  time  enough  to 
make  an  answer  possible.  I  wish  we  could  talk 
over  the  affair.  I  cannot  go  now.  I  must  finish 
my  book.  I  do  not  know  Mr.  Collier.  1  have 
not  money  beforehand  sufficient.  How  long  have 
you  known  Collier,  that  you  should  have  put  your- 
self into  his  hands?  I  once  told  you  that  ladies 
were  timorous,  and  yet  not  cautious.' 

**  If  I  might  tell  my  thoughts  to  one  with  whom 
they  never  had  any  weight,  I  should  think  it  best 
to  go  through  France.  The  expense  is  not  great ; 
I  do  not  much  like  obligation,  nor  think  the  gross- 
ness  of  a  ship  very  suitable  to  a  lady.  Do  not  go 
till  I  see  you.  I  will  see  you  as  soon  as  I  can. 
I  am,  my  dearest,  most  sincerely  yours, 
^Reyn.  MSS.  •*  Sax.  Johnson.**] 


CHAPTEE  XVm. 
1763—1765. 

BotweU  at  Utrtcht  —  LiiUr  from  Mtuon.  —  The 
FrUiek  Lanupiagt.  •—Johnson^i  Vint  to  Langton,  — 
iMitUmtiontf**  The  ClMb,'*-^ReynoldM.—  Garriek, 
^Dr.  NupemL — Grangtt'e  *>•  Sugar  Came.**  — 
Hjfpoekomdriae  Attack. .—  Dage  ofAbttntetiim.-^ 
Odd  HabiU.  —  Futl  to  Dr.  Pirey.  —  Letter  to 
Reynolds.  ^  Viait  to  Candnidge.  —  Self-examiua* 
tfon.  —  JLeffer  to,  and  from,  Garriek.  —  Johnson 
treated  LL»D.  by  Ihddin  University.  —  Letter  to 
Dr.  Leland.  —  »  Engaging  in  Potitics.**^  Wiaiam 
Gerard  xtawdltonm 

Utsbcht  seeming  at  first  Yerj  dull  to  me, 
after  the  animated  scenes  of  London,  my 
spirits  were  grievously  affected;  and  I  wrote 
to  Johnson  a  plaintive  and  despondine  letter, 
to  which  he  paid  no  regard.  Afterwaros,  when 
I  had  acquired  a  firmer  tone  of  mind,  I  wrote 
him  a  second  letter,  expressing  much  anxiety 
to  hear  from  him.  At  lengtn  I  received  the 
following  epistle,  which  was  of  important 
service  to  me,  and,  I  trust,  will  be  bo  to  many 
others. 


■ail  to  the  Mediterranean,  and  offered  Miu  Reynoldt 
a  paisage ;  and  she  ^peari  to  have  wished  that  Johnion 
might  iM  of  the  party.  Johnion  was  not  aware  that  Captain 
Collier's  lady  was  aUo  foing.  Sir  Joshua  had  gone  to 
the  Mediterranean  in  a  itmilar  way  with  Captain  Keppel.  ■». 
CaoasB. 
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A.  M.  M.  BOSWELL, 

A  ta  Corny  dt  TEmpirmr^  Utneht 

**  London,  Dec.  8. 1768^ 

«*DKAa  Sia,  —  You  are  not  to  think  yourself 
forsotten,  or  criminally  neglected,  that  you  have 
had  yet  no  letter  from  me.  I  lo^e  to  tec  my 
friends,  to  hear  from  them,  to  Ulk  to  them,  and  to 
talk  of  them  ;  but  it  is  not  without  a  considerable 
effort  of  resolution  that  I  prevail  upon  myself  to 
write.  I  would  not,  however,  gratify  my  own  in- 
dolence  by  the  omission  of  any  important  duty,  or 
any  office  of  real  kindness. 

**  To  tell  you  that  I  am  or  am  not  weH,  that  I 
have  or  have  not  been  in  the  country,  that  I  drank 
your  health  in  the  room  in  which  we  last  sat 
together,  and  that  your  acquaintance  continue  to 
speak  of  you  with  their  former  kindness;,  topics 
with  which  those  letters  are  commonly  filled  which 
are  written  only  for  the  sake  of  writing,  I  seldom 
shall  think  worth  communicating;  but  if  I  can 
have  it  in  my  power  to  calm  any  harassing  disquiet, 
to  excite  any  virtuous  desire,  to  rectify  any  im- 
portant opinion,  or  fortify  any  generous  resolution, 
you  need  not  doubt  but  I  shall  at  least  wish  to 
prefer  the  pleasure  of  gratifying  a  friend  much  less 
esteemed  than  yourself,  before  the  ^loo™7  calm  of 
idle  vacancy.  Whether  I  shall  easily  arrive  at  an 
exact  punctuality  of  correspondence,  I  cannot  tell. 
1  shall,  at  present,  expect  that  you  will  receive 
this  in  return  for  two  which  I  have  had  from  you. 
The  first,  indeed,  gave  me  an  account  so  hopeless 
of  the  sUte  of  your  mind,  that  it  luvdly  admitted 
or  deserved  an  answer ;  by  the  second  I  was  much 
better  pleased ;  and  the  pleasure  will  still  be  in- 
creased by  such  a  narrative  of  the  progress  of  your 
studies,  as  may  evince  the  continuance  of  an  equal 
and  rational  application  of  your  mind  to  some  use- 
ful inquiry. 

<«  Tou  will,  perhaps,  wish  to  ask,  what  study  I 
would  recommend.  I  shall  not  speak  of  theology, 
because  it  ought  not  to  be  considered  as  a  question 
whether  you  sbsU  endaavour  to  know  the  will  of 
God. 

••  I  shall,  tberaibf«,  oomidcr  only  sseh  atadiefl  as 
wa  are  at  liberty  to  pvnue  or  to  neglect;  and  of 
thcac  I  know  not  how  yoo  will  make  a  better 
choice,  than  by  studying  the  civil  law  as  yourlkther 
advises,  and  the  ancient  languages  as  you  had  de> 
tennined  for  yourself:  at  least  resolve,  while  you 
remain  in  any  settled  rcsideace,  to  spend  a  certain 
number  of  hours  every  day  amongst  your  books. 
The  dissipation  of  thought  at  which  you  complain, 
is  DOlhtng  more  than  the  vacillation  of  a  mind  sus- 
pended  between  different  motives,  and  changing  itv 
direction  as  any  motive  gains  or  loses  strength.  If 
▼on  can  but  kindle  in  your  mind  any  strong  desire, 
if  yon  can  but  keep  predominant  any  wish  for  some 
particular  eacellcnce  or  attainment,  the  guau  of 
imagination  will  break  away,  without  any  effect 
upon  your  conduct,  and  commonly  without  any 
traces  left  upon  the  memory. 

**  There  lurks,  perhaps,  in  every  human  heart  a 
deaire  of  distinction,  which  inclines  every  man  first 
to  hope,  and  then  to  believe,  that  nature  has  given 
him  something  peculiar  to  himselt  This  vanity 
nufcT***^  m^od  nuHK  avenioo,  and  another  actuate 


I 


desires,  till  they  rise  by  art  much  above  their  or'igt. 
nal  state  of  power ;  and,  as  affectation  in  time  in* 
proves  to  habit,  they  at  last  tyrannise  over  him  who 
at  first  encouraged'  them  only  for  show.     Etery 
desire  is  a  viper  in  the  bosom,  who,  while  be  wh 
chill,  was  harmlcM ;  but  when  warmth  gave  him 
strength,  exerted  it  in  poison.     You  know  a  Ren- 
tleman  >,  who,  when  first  he  set  his  foot  in  the  gsy 
world,  ss  he  prepared  himseir  to  whirl  in  the  vertex 
of  pleasure,  imagined  a  total  indifference  and  nei- 
versal  negligence  to  be  the  meet  agneshle  cee» 
comitanU  of  youth,  and  the  strongest  iodiestioa  of 
an  airy  temper  and  a  quick  apprebeanoa.    Vsesnt 
to  every  object,  and  sensible  of  every  impulse,  he  | 
thought  that  all  appearaaoe  of  dUigence  would   - 
deduct  something  from  the  reputation  of  geniut;   { 
and  hoped  that  he  should  appear  to  atuin,  amidst 
all  the  ease  of  carelessness,  and  all  the  tumult  o( 
diversion,  that  knowledge  and  thoee  accomplish, 
menu  which  morula  of  the  conunon  fidnic  obttia 
only  by  mute  abstraction  and   solitary  drud^^vry. 
He  tried   this  scheme  of  life  awhile,  was  msdc 
weary  of  it  by  his  sense  asd  hia  virtue;  he  thco 
wished  to  return  to  his  studies ;  and  fiadiag  lon^ 
habits  of  idleness  and  pleasure  harder  tobt  cured 
than  he  expected,  still  willing  to  retain  his  claim 
to  some  extraordinary  prerogatives,  resolv«d  the 
common  consequences  of  irregularity  into  an  ud« 
alterable  decree  of  deatiny^,    and    concluded  that 
Nature  had  originally  formed  him    incapable  of 
rational  employment. 

**  Lee  all  such  fancies,  illusive  and  destructive, 
be  banished  henceforward  from  your  thougbu  fur 
ever.     Resolve,  and  keep  your  resolution ;  choow. 
and  pursue  your  choice.     If  you  spend  this  day  is 
study,    you  will  find  yourself  still  more  able  to 
study  to-morrow  ;  not  thst  you  are  to  expect  thit    i 
you  shall  at  once  obtain  a  eomplete  victory.     IV   j 
pravity  is  not  very   easily  overcome.     Resolui*ua    j 
will  sometimes  relax,  and  diligenee  will  somettniM   ! 
be  interrupted ;  but  let  no  accidental  surpnw  nr   • 
deviation,  whether  short  or  Iook,  dispose  yon  to 
despondency.     Consider  theaa  fisiliaga  as  incident 
to  all  mankind.     Begin  again  where  you  left  oC   i 
and  endeavour  to  avoid  the  eertiifmnenti  thai  pre- 
vailed over  you  before. 

**  This,  my  dear  Boswell,  is  advice  which,  per- 
hsps,  has  been  often  given  you*  and  given  >oo 
without  effect  But  this  advice,  if  you  will  <'<rf 
Uke  from  others,  you  must  take  Itori  your  o«o 
reflections,  if  you  purpose  to  do  tbe  duties  of  im 
ststion  to  which  the  bounty  of  Providence  his 
called  you. 

**  Let  me  have  a  long  letter  from  you  as  moq  «» 
you  can.  I  hope  you  continue  your  Journal,  and 
enrich  it  with  many  observations  upon  tbe  country 
in  which  you  reside.  It  will  b«  a  laevur  if  y«>u 
can  get  me  any  booka  in  the  Friaiok  lanfoage.  and 
can  inquire  how  the  poor  are  maintained  in  the 
Seven  Provinces.  1  am,  dear  Sir,  yonr  u««iit 
affectionate  servant,  Sajb*  Jon  k  sos  . " 


I 


I  am  sorry  to  obeerre,  thmX  netiber  in  my 
own  minutes,  nor  in  my  letters  to  John^-n 
which  have  bc«n  prcserred  hj  him,  can  1  ^i 
any  information  how  tbe  poor  sre  matiitained 


I  Botvril  blaseU.^ 
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in  tbe  Seren  Fhmnces.  But  I  shall  extract 
ftom  one  of  my  letters  what  I  learnt  concern- 
ing the  other  subject  of  his  curiosity. 

**  I  hK99  made  «U  possible  inqnirj  xritb  mpeet 
to  tbe  Frisiiok  language,  and  find  tliat  U  has  been 
Itm  csltieatad  than  any  other  of  the  northern  dia- 
leete;  a  ecrtain  proof  of  which  it  their  deficiency  of 
books.  Of  the  old  Frisick  there  are  no  remains, 
eseept  some  ancient  laws  preserved  by  SehoianuM  in 
his  '  Budkrfvi»ffe  r««  die  Heerlykeid  van  FrieS" 
igmd.-'  and  bis  *  Hintoria  FHsica*  I  have  not  yet 
been  able  to  find  these  books.  Professor  TVots, 
who  fioftncrly  was  of  the  University  of  Yranyken 
in  FffWirinnd,  and  is  at  present  preparing  an  edition 
of  all  the  Frisiek  laws,  gave  me  this  informatton. 
Of  tbm  modem  Frisick,  or  what  is  spoken  by  the 
boon  of  this  day,  I  have  proeursd  s  specimen.  It 
is  •  GuUrt  Ji^fu^M  BymMe,*  which  is  the  only 
book  that  they  have.  It  is  amasing  that  they  have 
no  tfiilation  of  the  bible,  no  treatises  of  devotion, 
nor  even  any  of  the  ballads  and  story-books  which 
axe  ao  agrtcaMe  to  country  people.  Tou  shall 
have  ^9i»  by  the  first  convenient  opportunity.  I 
doobt  not  to  pick  up  Schotanug.  Mynheer  Trots 
has  promised  me  his  assistance." 

Eariy  in  1764,  Johnson  paid  a  visit  to  the 
Lasgton  family,  at  their  seat  of  Langton  in 
Linoc^nahhre,  where  he  7)as8ed  some  time  much 
to  bb  satisfaction.  His  friend  Bennet  Langton, 
it  win  not  be  doubted,  did  every  thing  in  his 

Srwer  to  make  the  place  agreeable  to  so 
■strioos  a  guest ;  and  the  elder  Mr.  Langton 
and  his  lady,  being  fully  capable  of  under- 
standixig^  his  value,  were  not  wanting  in  atten- 
tioiL.  He,  however,  told  me,  that  old  Mr. 
Langton,  though  a  man  of  considerable  learn- 
ing, had  so  little  allowance  to  make  for  his 
occancoial  '*  laxity  of  talk,"  that  because  in 
tbe  coarse  of  discussion  he  sometimes  men- 
tioned what  might  be  said  in  favour  of  the 
peenfiajr  tenets  of  the  Bomish  church,  he  went 
to  Ilia  grare  believing  him  to  be  of  that  com- 
munion.^ 

Jobnflon,  durisff  his  stay  at  Langton,  had 
tbe  advantage  of  a  good  library,  and  saw 
several  gent^men  of  the  neighbourhood.  I 
have  obtained  from  Mr.  Langton  the  following 
particalnrs  of  this  period. 

He  WBS  now  fUily  convinced  '  that  he  could 
noC  have  been  aatufied  with  a  country  living ; 
fir,  tfftHwg  of  a  respectable  clergyman  in  Lin^ 
eoInsbire,'&e  observe,  '*  This  man,  Sir,  fills  up 
the  duties  of  his  life  well.  I  approve  of  him, 
hot  ooold  noi  imitate  him." 

To  a  lady  who  endeavoured  to  vindicate 
hcficlf  firaoft  blame  for  neglecting  social  atten<* 


BSMC  Apill  IY78.  an  aaeedoCe  tact  does  not  say  much 

.^^rtoo'i  leamlag  or  even  good  tente.  —  Caouta. 

ds  nllodgt  to  tbe  oflSr  to  him  of  the  tiring  of  Langton. 

«?,  p.  lOT,    Tbe  clergyman  wwt  probably  the  penon 
Bo^  hO  b»  retoal,  bad  been  nominatetl. —  CaoKsa. 
*  tUa  rtfur  Is  D^iv*  *•  I^*  Hanrood  informt  ne,  fai  the 
>mj<h)u  of  MW:  Pearson —  Cbokkb,  1881 . 
^  loknaoo.  as  Mrm.  Ploxsl  telU  us,  caUed  Snr  Joihna  their 

twaafBg CaeasB. 

'  h  v«  Johnson's  orlglaal  intention,  that  the  number  of 


lion  to  worthy  neighbours,  by  saying  *•  I  would 

fo  to  them  if  it  would  do  them  any  good ;  ** 
e  said,  *|  What  good.  Madam,  do  you  expe^ 
to  have  in  your  power  to  do  them?  It  is 
showing  them  respect,  and  that  is  doing  them 
good." 

So  socially  accommodating  was  he,  that 
once,  when  Mr.  Langton  and  he  were  driving 
together  in  a  coach,  and  Mr.  Langton  com- 
plained of  being  sick,  he  insisted  that  they 
should  go  out,  and  sit  on  the  back  of  it  in  the 
open  air,  which  they  did.  And  being  sensible 
how  strange  the  appearance  must  be,  observed, 
that  a  countryman  whom  they  saw  in  a  field 
would  probably  be  thinking,  ^'If  these  two 
madmen  should  come  down^  what  would  be^ 
come  of  me  ?  " 

[JOHNSON  TO  MISS  PORTER. 

••  LooddM,  Jan.  la  17M. 

**  Mv  Dhak,—  I  was  ia  hopes  that  yon  would 
have  written  to  me  before  this  time,  to  tell  me  that 
your  house  was  fiaished,  sad  that  you  were  fa^py 
in  it.  I  am  suee  I  wish  you  happy.  By  the 
carrier  of  this  week  you  will  reoeite  a  box,  in  which 
I  have  put  some  books,  roost  of  which  were  your 
poor  dear  mamma's,  and  a  diamond  ring',  which  I 
hope  you  will  wear  as  my  new  year's  gift.  If  you 
reeeiye  it  with  as  much  kindness  as  I  send  it,  you 
will  not  slight  it ;  you  will  be  very  fond  of  it. 

"  Pray  give  my  service  to  Kitty,  who,  I  hope, 
keeps  pretty  well.  I  know  not  now  when  I  shall 
come  down ;  I  believe  it  will  not  be  very  soon. 
But  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  of  you  from  time  to 
time. 

**'I  wish'  you,  my  desrcst,  many  happy  years ; 
take  what  eat«  you  can*  of  your  health.     I  am,  my 
dear,  your  aflfbetiooate  humble  servant^ 
— Baortim  MSS.  "  Sam.  Jokksok."] 

Soon  after  his  return  to  London,  which  was 
in  February,  was  founded  that  Ciajb  which 
existed  long  without  a  name,  but  at  Mr. 
Garrick's  ^neral  became  distinguished  by  the 
tide  of  Trb  LmsBAnr  Club.  Sir*  Joshua 
Reynolds  had  the  merit  of  being  the  first  pro- 
poser of  it  * ;  to  which  Johnson  acceded,  and 
the  original  members  were.  Sir  J(»^ua  Rey- 
nolds, Dr.  Johnson,  Mr.  Edmund  Burke,  Dr. 
NikBent,  Mr.  Beauderk,  Mr.  Langton,  Dr. 
Gromsmith,  Mr.  Chamier,  and  Sir  John* 
Hawkins.  They  met  at  the  Turk^s  Head,  in 
Gerrard  Street,  Soho,  one  evening  in  every 
weeky  at  seven,  and  generally  oontmued  their 
conversation  till  a  pretty  late  hour.*  This 
club  has  been  gradually  increased  ta  its  pveaent 


fliii  dub  shotild  not  exeeed  trtB«,betHr.  Dyer,  a  nonber 
of  that  In  Ivy  Laoe  before  ipoken  of,  and  who  for  Mine  years 
bad  been  abroad,  made  his  appearance  among  them,  and  was 
cordUdlj  received.  The  hours  whieh  Johnson  spent  in  this 
society  seemed  to  be  tbe  happiest  of  bis  lifii.  He  would  often 
applaod  his  own  sagad^  in  the  selection  of  It,  and  was  so 
constant  at  Us  meetings  as  never  to  absent  himself.  It  Is 
true,  be  came  late,  bnt  then  he  stqred  late,  for,  as  has  been 
already  said  of  him,  he  little  recanted  hours.  Our  evening 
toast  was  the  motto  of  Padre  Paolo,  **Esto  perpetna."    A 
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[1791]  number,  thirty-five.  After  about  ten 
years,  instead  of  supping  weekly,  it  was 
resolved  to  dine  togetner  once  a  fortnight 
during  the  meeting  of  Parliament.  Their 
original  tavern  havmg  been  converted  into  a 
private  house,  they  moved  first  to  Prince*8  in 
SackvUle  Street,  then  to  Le  Telier^s  in  Dover 
Street,  and  now  meet  at  Parsloe^s,  St.  Jameses 
Street.  Between  the  time  of  its  formation, 
and  the  time  at  which  this  work  is  passing 
through  the  press  (June,  1792),  the  following 
persons,  now  dead,  were  members  of  it :  Mr. 
Dunning  (afterwards  Lord  Ashburton),  Mr. 
Samuel  Dyer,  Mr.  Garrick,Dr.  Shipley  Bishop 
of  St.  Asaph,  Mr.  Vesey,  Mr.  Thomas  Warton, 
and  Dr.  Adam  Smith.  The  present  members 
are,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Langton,  Lord  Charle- 
mont.  Sir  Robert  Chambers,  Dr.  Percy 
Bishop  of  Dromore,  Dr.  Barnard  Bishop  of 
Killaloe,  Dr.  Marlay  Buhop  of  Clonfert,  Mr. 
Fox,  Dr.  George  Fordyce,  Sir  William  Scott, 
Sir  Joseph  Banks,  Sir  Charles  Bunbury,  Mr. 
Windham  of  Norfolk,  Mr.  Sheridan,  Mr. 
Gibbon,  Sir  William  Jones,  Mr.  Colman,  Mr. 
Steevens,  Dr.  Bumey,  Dr.  Joseph  Warton,  Mr. 
Malone,  Lord  Ossory,  Lord  Spencer,  Lord 
Lucan,  Lord  Palmerston,  Lord  Eliot,  Lord 
Macartney,  Mr.  Richard  Burke  junior.  Sir 
William  Hamilton,  Dr.  Warren,  Mr.  Courtenay, 
Dr.  Hinchlifie  Bishop  of  Peterborough,  the 
Duke  of  Leeds,  Dr.  Douglas  Bishop  of  Salis- 
bury, and  the  writer  of  this  account 

Sir  John  Hawkins  represents  himself  [X(ftf, 
p.  42^.]  as  a  *^  seeeder**  from  this  society,  and 
assigns  as  the  reason  of  his  ^withdrawing** 
himself  from  it,  that  its  late  hours  were  incon- 
sistent with  his  domestic  arrangements.  In 
this  he  is  not  accurate ;  for  the  fact  was,  that 
he  one  evening  attacked  Mr.  Burke  in  so 
rude  a  manner,  that  all  the  company  testified 
their  displeasure ;  and  at  their  next  meeting 
their  reception  was  such,  that  he  never  came 
again.   ' 

He  is  equally  inaccurate  with  respect  to 
Mr.  Garrick,  of  whom  he  says,  "^  He  trusted 
that  the  least  intimation  of  a  desire  to  come 
among  us,  would  procure  him  a  ready  admis- 
sion :     but  in  this  he  was  mistaken.    Johnson 


Ittdv*,  dUtlBgttUbcd  by  her  beftuty,  and  tatte  for  HtOTfttiire. 
lnTite>d  ttt,  two  •oooMiire  years,  to  a  dinner  at  her  house. 
Curiosity  waa  her  notlre,  and  postlblv  a  desire  of  Inter- 
Btngilnf  with  our  eonferaatlon  the  charms  of  her  own. 
She  ailccted  lo  cooslder  us  aa  a  sec  of  literary  roen,  and  per- 
haps fave  the  Srst  occasion  for  distinguishing  the  society  by 
the  name  of  the  **  Literary  Club,"  an  app«*natloa  which  ft 
never  atrimiMl  to  ttseir.  —  At  theae  meeiing*.  Johnson,  as 
tnd«'<^  he  did  every  where,  led  the  convertmiun.  ret  was  he 
far  from  arrogating  to  himself  that  super  lor  tiy,  wnirh,  some 
years  before,  he  was  disposed  to  ctmtend  for.  He  had  seen 
enough  of  the  world  to  know,  that  respect  was  noc  to  be 
e« totted,  and  hegsn  now  to  be  satisfied  «ith  thiit  degree  of 
eminence  to  which  his  writings  had  exalted  him.  This 
chAiiga  in  his  behaviour  was  remarked  by  thoae  who  were 
bett  «caiiainted  with  his  character,  and  It  rendered  him  an 
eou)  .tnd  aeh|(htriil  rompAnlon.  Our  ditcourtc  was  mi»«-el> 
Ian' ou*.  but  chi'-lly  lltrr»ry  P-tlitlcs  wen*  «lonr  excitnled. 
^.Uau-ktrnt.    "It  w.a  a  sui»|Mr.  meeting  then,"  says  Mra. 

•  Ptthef  Mr*.  Mont  ,pu.  Mr*   Vrsey.  or  Mrs.  Ord.  —  Mr. 

PenMi'igtoti(Mut  Carters  iKphew)  thought  the  letter.... 
Caw&aa. 


consulted  me  upon  it ;  and  when  I  could  find 
no  objection  to  receiving  him,  exclaimed,  '  He  j 
will  disturb  us  by  his  buffoonery ;'  — and  ' 
afterwards  so  managed  matters,  that  be^as  , 
never  formally  proposed,  and,  by  consequence,  j 
never  admitted.  •  ; 

In  justice  both  to  ^fr.  Garrick  and  Dr.  | 
Johnson,  I  think  it  necessary  to  rectify  this  ! 
mis-statement.    The  truth  is,  that  not  renr  I 
long  after  the  institution  of  our  club.  Sir  i 
Joshua  Reynolds  was  speaking  of  it  to  (W-  I 
rick.    ''I  like  it  much,^  said  he;  "I  tliink  I  1 
shall  be  of  you.**  When  Sir  Joshua  mentioned  ' 
this  to  Dr.  Johnson,  he  was  much  dispieaMil  i 
with  the  actor's  conceit.  "  He'll  be  of  lu,"  said  1 
Johnson,  **  how  does  he  know  we  will  permit  | 
him  P  the  first  duke  in  England  has  no  ri^ht  . 
to   hold   such   language.**      However,   vhen  I 
Garrick  was    regularly  proposed  some  lime  j 
afterwards,  Johnson,  though  he  had  taken  a 
momentary  offence  at  his  arrogance,  warndt  ' 
and   kindly  supported  him,   and  he  was  ac-  | 
cordinely  electeu  [^March^  1778],  was  a  mo«t  . 
agreeable  member,  and  continued  to  attend 
our  meetings  to  the  time  of  his  death.  ' 

Mrs.  Piozzi '  has  also  given  a  ainular  misre*  \ 
presentation  of  Johnson*s  treatment  of  Garrick 
m  this  particular,  as  if  he  had  used  these  (>>i)*  ' 
temptuous    expressions:    *'K   Garrick   d"<< 
apply,  m  blackball  him.  —  Surely,  one  ou<rLt 
to  sit  in  a  society  like  ours,  I 

*  Unelbow*d  by  a  gamester,  pimp,  or  playvr.**      I 

Port.     ' 

^  I  am  happy  to  be  enabled  by  tnc^  unov.cs-  | 
tionable  authority  as  that  of  Sir  Joshua  ilv}  - 
nolds  \  as  well  as  from  vaj  own  knowlcd!?\  t<>  ^ 
vindicate  at  once  the  heart  of  Johnson  and  tb.- 
social  merit  of  Garrick. 

In  this  year,  except  what  he  mav  hate  d^r*- 
in  revising  Shakspeare,  wc  do  not  ind  tiiat  I. 
laboured  much  in  literature.  He  wrote  a 
review  of  Grainger*s  "  Sugar  Cane,"  a  p^-'-J. 
in  the  London  Chronicle.  He  told  nie  *A  •' 
Dr.^  Percy  wrote  the  greatest  part  of  il»  •  ■ 
review  ;  but,  I  imagine,  lie  did  not  ret'Out^t  j*. 
distinctly,  for  it  appears  to  be  mostly,  if  n- '. 
altogether,  his  own.    He  also  wrote,  in  tlr* 


Ploxtl,  V  on  a  Friday  nlsht,  and  1  fancy  Dr.  "Suf't  'Mnu  I 
Burke's  f«tlier.  who  was  m  Rom«n  CAthotic)  .'>*'e'»«, 
omelet ;  and  Johnson  felt  very  p«inrul  aeosations  tt  ti  <■  > .  4  i 
of  that  di*li  soon  aAer  his  death.  aikI  cried,  *  A^  t  -  '  '  j 
dear  friend.  I  shall  never  eat  omelet  with  tJkc*  aK«m  '  '  .  nI 
tn  an  offon^"  -.  Caoasa  < 

>  From  Mr  Jothiu  Ileynolda.  —  Boewvtt  Th*-  1»  m 
harinir  reftjsed  to  pa)  l>is  portion  of  the  r»ck<  nlnr  '  •'  •  •  '* 
because  he  u»u«Uj  ate  no  siipp<'r  m  home,  J..hn»>'n  -.  S 

»*  Sir  Jo^n,  Sir.  is  a  rerr  mnfiuhAhir  m»n  **  —  B-  •*  *4 
Hawkins  was  not  knighted  till  Ottolier,  1T7*.  K»n«  »'•  H 
had  left  the  club.  Burney.  ia  reLattow  Use  U*f€^,  fUt  tM 
mmroro  tnne.  —  Caoau.  J 

*  lUwkint  no  doubt  meant  **  nait  **  whdt  he  htmm 
belongrd  to  tkr  Ciub.  —  Crokkb.  j 

'  Letters,  tol.  II.  p.3<«7.  —  Rosvuj..  | 

<  It  does  not  *pi«e«r  how  S.r  Jo»huA  RerD'Oas**  »••* 
can  Ite  mA^^'  atAilaMr  In  tlits  r«»«.     Th»  eipre»«'  m    * 
tn  h  irr  h^t  n  ii«itl  to  Mr.  Thrall j  and  ihe  apt  .ju  ••  »• 
Pi>j»^.  th.-  »4i«j   phfAM'  Winch    l)<»««ell  adtrntA  i'.."  - 
need.  «n«l  \\\^  f<hi,  that  he  «ae    for  n^ar  Um  veer*  •  •• 
from  the  Club,  seem  to  accrc^dlt  Mrs.  PMM&i'a  •<*»%.•*  t^ 
Cao&aa. 
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Criticfll  Review,  an  account  f  of  Goldsmith's 
excellent  poem,  "  The  Traveller." 

The  ease  and  independence  to  which  he  had 
at  last  attained  by  royal  munificence,  increased 
his  natural  indolence.  In  his  ^  Meditations," 
[pu53.]  he  thus  accuses  himself: 

-  Good  Fudat,  April  30.  1764.  — 1  have  made 
no  refermation  ;  I  have  lived  totally  useless,  more 
sensual  in  thought,  and  more  addicted  to  wine  and 


And  next  morning  he  thus  feelingly  com- 
plmns:  — 

**  My  indolence,  since  my  last  reception  of  the 
saerament,  has  sunk  into  grosser  sluggishness,  and 
my  dissipation  spread  into  wilder  negligence.  My 
thoughts  have  been  clouded  with  sensuality ;  and, 
except  that  from  the  beginning  of  this  year  I  have, 
in  some  measure,  forborne  excess  of  strong  drink, 
my  appetites  have  predominated  over  my  reason. 
A  kind  of  strange  oblivion  has  overspread  me,  to 
that  I  know  not  what  has  become  of  the  last  year ; 
and  perceive  that  incidents  and  intelligence  pass 
over  me  without  leaving  any  impression.** 

He  then  solemnly  says, "  This  is  not  the  life 
to  which  heaven  is  promised;"  and  he  ear- 
nestlj  resolves  an  amendment. 

[<*  Easter-day,  April  S2.  1764.  Having,  before 
T  vent  to  bed,  composed  the  foregoing  meditation, 
and  the  following  prayer,  I  tried  to  compose  my- 
self, but  slept  unquietly.  I  rose,  took  tea,  and 
prayed  for  resolution  and  perseverance.  Thought 
on  Tetty,  dear  poor  Tetty,  with  my  eyes  full.  I 
went  to  ehurcb ;  came  in  at  the  first  of  the  Psalms, 
and  endeavoured  to  attend  the  service,  which  I 
went  through  without  perturbation.  After  sermon, 
I  recommended  Tetty  in  a  prayer  by  herself;  and 
my  fiither,  mother,  brother,  and  Bathurst,  in  an- 
other. I  did  it  only  once,  so  far  as  it  might  be 
lawful  for  me. 

**  I  then  prayed  for  resolution  and  perseverance 
to  amend  my  life.  I  received  soon :  the  communi- 
cants were  many.  At  the  altar,  it  occurred  to  me 
that  I  cmght  to  form  some  resolutions.  I  resolved, 
in  the  presence  of  God,  but  without  a  vow,  to 
repel  sinful  thoughts,  to  study  eight  hours  daily, 
and,  I  think,  to  go  to  church  every  Sunday,  and 
read  the  Scriptures.  I  gave  a  shilling ;  and  seeing 
a  poor  girl  at  the  sacrament  in  a  bedgown,  gave  her 
privately  a  crown,  though  I  saw  Hart*s  Hymns ' 
in  her  hand.  I  prayed  earnestly  for  amendment, 
and  repeated  my  prayer  at  home.  Dined  with 
Miss  W[illiams]  ;  went  to  prayers  at  church  ;  went 
to  *,    spent  the    evening    not    pleasantly. 

Avoided  wioe,  and  tempered  a  very  few  glasses 


*  «*  Hfmiu  compoicd  on  varloas  Subjects,  by  the  Rev. 
JtOin  Hart,  of  the  Grej  Frlari*  Church,  Edinburgh  ;  with  a 
(  Brief  Account  of  the  Author'*  Experience."  I'imo.  17S9. 
!    The  "  iMfmgk  '*  it  here  rerj  chamcteritftic.  — •  Croksk. 

s  Dr.  Hall  found,  in  the  original  MS.,  instead  of  this 
Mank,  the  letters  i>ae/,  followed  by  some  other  letters 
wfaidi  are  illegible.  Tbey.  no  doubt,  meant  either  DaHts, 
the  bookseller,  or  David  Garrick  ;  most  likely  the  former.-. 
C^oasB.  ^ 

»  See  po*/,  p.  IC7.  —  C. 

4  It  UMd  to  be  Imagined  at  Mr.  Thra1o*s,  when  Johnson 
rptifed  to  a  window  or  comer  of  the  room,  by  perceiring  his 
lips  is  motion,  and  hearing  a  murmur  without  audible  artlcu- 
lafMMi  iJut  he  was  praying ;  but  this  was  not  tUways  the 


with  sherbet.  Came  home  and  prayed.  I  saw  at 
the  sacrament  a  num  meanly  dressed,  whom  I  have 
always  seen  there  at  Easter.** '] 

It  was  his  custom  to  observe  certain  days 
with  a  pious  abstraction :  viz.  Kew-year*s-day, 
the  day  of  his  wife*s  death,  Good  Friday. 
Easter-day,  and  his  own  birth-day.  He  this 
year  [on  his  birth-day]  says, 

**  I  have  now  spent  fifty-five  years  in  resolving ; 
having,  from  the  earliest  time  almost  that  I  can  re- 
member, been  forming  schemes  of  a  better  life.  I 
have  done  nothing.  The  need  of  doing,  therefore, 
is  pressing,  since  the  time  of  doing  is  short.  O 
God,  grant  me  to  resolve  aright,  and  to  keep  my 
resolutions,  for  Jesus  Christ's  sake.     Amen.** 

Such  a  tenderness  of  conscience,  such  a 
fervent  desire  of  improvement,  will  rarely  be 
found.  It  is,  surely,  not  decent  in  those  who 
are  hardened  in  indifference  to  spiritual  im- 
provement, to  treat  this  pious  anxiety  of  John- 
son with  contempt. 

About  this  time  he  was  afflicted  with  a  very 
severe  return  of  the  hypochondriac  disorder, 
which  was  ever  lurking  about  him.  He  was 
so  ill,  as,  notwithstandi]^  his  remarkable  love 
of  company,  to  be  entirely  averse  to  society, 
the  most  fatal  symptom  of  that  malady.  Dr. 
Adams  told  me,  that,  as  an  old  friend,  he  was 
admitted  to  visit  him,  and  that  he  found  him 
in  a  deplorable  state,  sighing,  ^oaning,  talking 
to  himself,  and  restlessly  wiukm^  from  room  to 
room.  He  then  used  this  emphatical  expression 
of  the  misery  which  he  felt :  "  I  would  consent 
to  have  a  limb  amputated  to  recover  my 
spirits." 

Talking  to  himself  was,  indeed,  one  of  his 
singularities  ever  since  I  knew  him.  I  was 
certain  that  he  was  frequently  utterine  pious 
ejaculations;  for  fra^ents  of  the  JLord^s 
Prayer  have  been  distinctly  overheard.^  His 
friend  Mr.  Thomas  Davies,  of  whom  Churchill 
says, 

**  Thai  Davies  hath  a  very  pretty  wife ; " 

when  Dr.  Johnson  muttered  '*  lead  us  not  into 
temptation*'  — used  with  waggish  and  gallant 
humour  to  whisper  Mrs.  Davies,  "You,  my 
dear,  are  the  cause  of  this." 

He  had  another  particularity,  of  which  none 
of  his  friends  ever  ventured  to  ask  an  explana- 
tion. It  appeared  to  me  some  superstitious 
habit,  which  he  had  contracted  early,  and 
from  which  he  had  never  called  upon  his 
reason    to    disentangle    him.     This  was  his 


case.  Tor  I  was  once,  perhaps  unpercelred  by  him,  writing  at 
a  table,  so  near  the  place  of  h  s  retreat,  that  I  heard  him 
repeating  some  lines  in  an  ode  of  Horace,  over  and  over 
again,  as  if  by  iteration  to  exercise  the  organs  of  speech,  and 
fix  the  ode  in  his  memory :  — 


**  Audiet  clres  accuisse  ferrum 
Quo  graves  PerttB  melius  perlrent, 
Audiet  pugnas    ... 


'*  Our  sons  shall  hear,  shall  hear  to  latest  times, 
Of  Roman  arms  with  civil  gore  imbued. 
Which  better  had  the  Fenian  foe  subdued.'*—  Francis. 

It  was  during  the  American  war.  —  Buskey. 
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Anxious  cure  to  go  out  or  in  at  a  door  or 
pajjsarre,  bj  a  certain  number  of  steps  from  a 
certain  point,  or  at  least  so  as  that  either  his 
right  or  his  left  foot  (I  am  not  certain  which) 
should  constantly  make  the  first  actual  move- 
ment when  he  came  close  to  the  door  or 
passage.  Thus  I  conjecture  :  for  I  have,  upon 
innumerable  occasions,  observed  him  suddenlj 
stop,  and  then  seem  to  count  his  steps  with  a 
deep  earnestness ;  and  when  he  had  neglected 
or  gone  wrong  in  this  sort  of  magical  move- 
ment, I  have  seen  him  go  back  agam,  put  him- 
self in  a  proper  posture  to  begin  the  ceremony, 
and,  having  gone  through  it,  break  from  his 
abstraction,  walk  brbkly  on,  and  join  his  com- 
panion. A  strange  in&tance  of  something  of 
this  nature,  even  when  on  horseback,  happened 
when  he  was  in  the  Isle  of  Sky  [I2th  October, 
1773].  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  nas  observed 
him  to  go  a  good  way  about,  rather  than 
cross  a  particular  alley  in  Leicester  Fields; 
but  this  bir  Joshua  imputed  to  his  having  had 
acme  disagreeable  recollection  associated  with 
it.» 

That  the  most  minnte  singularities  which 
belonged  io  him,  and  made  Tery  observable 
parts  of  his  appearance  and  manner,  may  not 
he  omitted,  it  is  requisite  to  mention,  that, 
while  talking,  w  even  musing  as  he  sat  in  his 
chair,  he  commonly  held  his  head  to  one  side 
towards  bis  right  shoulder,  and  shook  it  in  a 
tremulous  manner,  moving  his  body  backwards 
and  forwards,  and  rubbing  his  left  knee  in  the 
same  direction,  with  the  palm  of  his  hand.  In 
the  intervals  of  articulating  he  made  various 
sounds  with  his  mouth,  sometimes  as  if  rumi- 
nating, or  what  is  called  chewing  the  cud, 
aometimes  giving  a  half  whistle,  sometimes 
making  his  tongue  pla^  backwards  from  the 
roof  of  his  mouth,  as  if  ducking  like  a  hen, 
and  sometimes  protruding  it  against  his  upper 
gums  in  front,  as  if  pronouncmg  quickly, 
under  his  breath,  too,  too,  too :  all  this  accom- 
panied sometimes  with  a  thoughtful  look,  but 
more  frequently  with  a  smile.  Generally,  when 
he  had  concluded  a  perio<l,  in  the  course  of  a 
dispute,  by  which  time  he  was  a  good  deal 
exhausted  by  violence  and  vociferation,  he 
used  to  blow  out  his  breath  like  a  whale.  This, 


>  A««.  »mti,  p.  41..  his  contliict  at  Mr.  Banket**,  vhlch 
Mvtnt  •omtfthinK  of  the  mid«  Wind.  Dr.  FUtter.  Maitrr  of 
Uif  Ch^rtrr  House,  tuld  mc.  Chat  in  WAlking  on  thr  (}uad- 
ranKl«'  of  I'mteriltr  t'<ill«  g«".  he  would  not  tiep  on  the  junc* 
turc  o(  the  stones,  out  ran*riill>  on  the  centre  :  but  thi«  is  a 
trirk  w>iK>h  manj  perv>ni  havr  «hi**i  •aiinti*rlnfr  un  anjr  kin«l 
of  testelluion.  Dr.  Fi«her  add*,  that  he  would  »ofn«*titnra 
take  a  pbul  to  the  coilcKe  pump,  and  aitcrn«triy  till  and 
empty  it.  without  anjr  object  ll»at  Dr.  Fl»hrr  rould  du- 
cern.  "  Mr.  Sheridan."  M>i  Mr.  \Vh)t«".  "at  onr  itme  li«rd 
In  Bedford  Slrr«-t.  «»ppo,iti«  llr'.rtHt.i  StriM-t,  »h»i  h  r*nt(r« 
with  the  s«nith  side  of  (.'oveot  t*4rdrn.  so  that  the  pros|HTt 
lies  ojx'n  the  »hi»le  waf.  freo  nf  lutrrruiitlon.  We  worr 
•laiidiiix  toi(«<thi'r  at  the  dr4«  inK'-ro'un  window,  rxpectiti.? 
Ji.hn«oo.  who  was  to  iIiim*  ihrro.  Mr.  Mier.«l4n  aiked  iti.-, 
c»»uhl  I  tt^  the  IrnKth  of  ihf  harden?  *  No,  Sir.'  [Mr. 
WiMte  was  short. >ight«Hl  )  '  T*ke  out  jr<H»r  o|M'r.i-f(i4s«. 
Johnson  u  rominii  ;  )<»)i  m^T  koow  hi  n  \*f  hi*  gait.'  1 
prrtiiMMl  liloi  Nt  a  r*>"d  •i!»tt'H<*.  «orkiii|(  iftloiiiC  will  a 
pr<uiiir  soieuiii  tjr  o(  di  portnc  ■•!,  4iid  an  aak«Ard  ft<<it 
of  mrdsured  step.    At  t' at    Inn*    tii«   bntad    A-ifging    at 


I  suppose,  was  a  relief  to  his  lungs ;  and  leemed 
in  him  t^ >  be  a  contemptuous  mode  of  expres- 
sion, as  if  he  had  made  the  arguments  of  his 
opponent  fly  like  chaff  before  the  wind. 
I      I  am  fully  aware  how  very  obyious  an  ocea« 
'  sion  I  here  give  for  the  sneering  joculiritj  of 
,  such  as  have  no  relish  of  an  exact  likeness; 
'  which  to  render  complete,  he  who  draws  it 
must  not  disdain  the  slightest  strokes.    But  if 
i  witlings  should  be  inclined  to  attack  this  ac- 
'  count,  let  them  have  the  candour  to  quote 
what  I  have  offered  in  my  defence. 

He  was  for  some  time  in  the  summer  at 
Easton  Maudit,  Northamptonshire,  on  a  visit 
I  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Percy,  nowBishop  of  Dromore.^ 
Whatever  dbsatisfaction  he  felt  at  what  he 
considered  as  a  slow  progress  in  intellectual 
improvement,  wc  find  that  his  heart  was 
tender,  and  his  affections  warm,  as  appears 
from  the  following  very  kind  letter  :«— 

JOHNSON  TO  REYNOLDS. 

In  Lticegter  Fidds. 

**  Dkar  Si  a,  —  I  did  not  h«ar  of  your  sickoaa 
till  I  heard  likewise  of  your  recovery,  and  tbera> 
fore  escape  that  part  of  your  pain,  which  every  man 
must  feel,  to  whom  you  are  known  as  joa 
known  to  me. 

"  Having  had  no  particular  account  of  yow 
order,  I  know  not  in  what  state  it  baa  left  you.  If  i 
the  amusement  of  my  company  can  eahiUrate  tW 
languor  of  a  slow  recovery.  I  will  not  delay  a  day 
to  come  to  you ;  fur  I  know  not  bow  I  oan  ao  cflc«- 
tually  promote  my  own  pleasure  as  by  plcaang  you.  j 
or  ny  own  interest  as  by  preserviDg  you,  in  wbom*  I 
if  I  aliould  lose  you.  1  should  lose  almost  the  only 
man  whom  I  call  a  friend. 

**  Pray,  Jet  me  hear  of  you  from  youieelC  or  froc 
dear  Mis«  Heynolds.     Make  my  comptimenia  to 
Mr.  Mudge.  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  most  ai 
and  moat  humble  servant,  Sam.  Job 


"At  the  Rev.  Mr.  Percy's,  at  Easton 
Maudit,  NorlhaniptDii^hirc.  (by 
Castle  Ashby.)  Aug.  19.  1764.* 

Early  in  the  year  1765  he  paid  a  abort  tsuk 
to  the  University  of  Cambridge,  with  hi* 
friend  Mr.  Beauclerk.  There  is  a  lively  pic- 
turesquo  account  of  his  behaviour  oo  tlua  Tiait 


each    side   tb«    streets  was    not    UDlTersally  «do|il«»l.    «£•  f 
stone  posts  wrri>  in  fasbiun,  to  prevent  ibe  anoo]rA**c»    •  f 
carriagrs.     Up<>n  e^erj  uost,  as  he  passed   along.  I  c  «tl  f 
observe,  he  d«-litM*r«(('lr   Uid   his   hand  ;  but  in laaing  «»«■»«  «.. 
thena  when  he  had  got  at  some  distance,  be  snaaacid  %mAArt\  ^ 
to  lYcollot't  hiiiist  It.  and  immediatelr  retomtnf  b*rlL«  Ci«r*  . 
fully  |>rrfonit«<d  the  arntitomed  ceremony,  and  rew«a»«*l  s^  • 
lonner  cour»e,  not  omiitii  k  one  Ull  he  gatnrd  (b«  cffOw»  t«c  . 
Thli,    Mr.   .Sii«'rld.tn   a«kuri-d    me,   huweier  odd    It     sad^t  t 
%\i\fAT,  w«i  \\\\  con^t.tnt  pr  \i\Ur  \  hut  whjr  or  wh«Twf«kr^  b» 
rnuld  not   in  onn    ii.r*.  ' — It  ikftr.   .Wisor/iidaeia  A\»m,    p     4. 
Mr.  .S.imiirl  W  hv^f.  (h«*  writrr  of   ihit  Voltimr.  «aa  m    «•   ■ - 
bnttrtl  »(  h<><>|ii).«t(rr  In  Put  li  1,  related,  I  h<  li<*v.  atsj    «x.     a     1 
alt«ih<><l  to  till-  Shfria.iM  fan, lit.     Kirhar^l  BMn»leT  Sr»*-«  .»• 
nnd  htn  eliifr  l>ri»thfr  ('li.\il<'«,  werr  {•lait'd  very  rmr\^    «jr    * 
III*  inttion.  a«  »ns.  at  un  mtrrval  of  ani>T«>  thirty  va*  a 
fr  •Mid  TI)<Mr.k«  Moort*.  «li<i.  In  hit  I.ifr  of  SSrfidaxi     |»%%»    ^ 

ail"  I|{in4(r  tnlxitr  t'>  tin  ir  com  non  |>rix^-p<   r !'»«.««  a  a 

^  Mr  ti*rxtt  |tirl*  <)('  th<-  it.oni ht  of  Jnno,  Ju'r .  «t««|    C'l.    . 
w>lh  me    .iK'ttii  |>«nit' I  In   hi*  Inrod,   Mr*   W-tli.A..'k»      •  ^ 
Mrs.  I'eri}  found  a  trt)  agrveabit  conipaukm.—  t*aaa  %, 


\ 
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m  the  Gentleman's  Magasine  for  March,  1765, 
being  an  extract  of  a  lettar  from  the  late  Dr. 
John  Sharp.' 

*^  Cambridge,  March  1.  1765.  —  As  to  John- 
son, Toa  will  be  surpnaed  to  hear  that  X  have 
had  him  in  the  chair  in  which  I  am  now 
writing.  He  has  ascended  my  atrial  citadel. 
He  caoM  dovn  on  a  Saturday  eyening,  with  a 
Hr.  Beaoderk,  who  has  a  friend  at  Trinity 
[Jdr.  Lister].  Caliban^  you  may  be  sure,  was 
not  roused  from  his  lur  before  next  day  noon, 
and  his  breakfast  probably  kept  him  till  night. 
I  saw  nothing  of  nim,  nor  was  he  heard  of  by 
any  one,  till  Monday  afternoon,  when  I  was 
sent  for  home  to  two  gentlemen  unknown.  In 
conyeraation  I  made  a  strange  faux  pas  about 
Bumaby  Greeners  poem%  in  which  Johnson  is 
drawn  at  full  length.  He  drank  hU  large 
poiaHon  of  tea  with  me,  interrupted  by  many  an 
indigmaaU  contradicttaOf  and  many  a  noble  senti- 
menL  He  had  on  a  better  wig  than  usual,  but 
one  whose  curb  were  not,  like  Sir  Cloudesley^s, 
*  formed  for  eternal  buckle.*  Our  conversation 
was  chiefly  on  books,  you  may  be  sure.  He 
was  much  pleased  with  a  small  Milton  of  mine, 
pcabliahed  in  the  anthor^s  lifetime^  and  with  the 
Greek  epigram  on  his  own  effigy,  of  its  being 
the  picture,  nat  of  him,  but  of  a  bad  painter. 
There  are  many  manuscript  stanzas,  for  aught 
I  know,  in  3(mton*s  own  handwriting,  and 
seyeral  interlined  faints  and  fragments.  We 
were  pnxzled  about  one  of  the  sonnets,  which 
we  thought  was  not  to  be  found  in  Newton's 
edition,  and  differed  firom  all  the  printed  ones. 
But  Johnson  cried,  'No,  no  I*  repeated  the 
whole  sonnet  instantly,  memariter,  and  showed 
it  us  in  Newton's  book.  Afler  which  he  learn- 
edly bftT^^g"*^  on  sonnet-writing,  and  its 
di^erent  numbers.  He  tells  me  he  will  come 
hither  again  quickly,  and  is  promised  ^  an  habi- 
tatioQ  in  JBmanuel  College'  [with  Dr.  Farmer] . 
He  went  back  to  town  next  morning ;  but  as 
it  began  to  be  known  that  he  was  in  the  uniyer- 
sity,  several  persons  got  into  his  company  the 
last  evemhig  at  Triniiy,  where,  about  twelve, 
he  began  to  be  very  great;  stripped  poor  Mrs. 
MaeamXau  to  the  very  skin,  then  gave  her  for  his 
toasi,  and  drank  her  in  two  bumpers.^*  ^ 

The  strictness  of  his  self-examination,  and 
scmpakMis  Christian  humility,  appear  in  his 
pions  meditation  on  Easter-day  this  year. 


i  Dr.  Jota  amp*  graadMB  of  Sbarfi,  ArehM*hop  of 
Yofk,  aaiMl  too  of  tb»  Archdeacoa  of  Durhcm,  la  which  pre- 
Sermrat  he  maeceedrd  bis  fitther.  He  was  a  member  of 
Triaitf  CoUese,  Cambridge:  He  died  In  1792,  aged  69.  ~ 
CcoKcm. 

>  Edward  Biimabf ,  who  took  the  name  of  Greene*  pub- 
lisbcd  In  1794  an  InttUtlon  of  the  lOth  Hp.  of  the  Firtt  Book 
of  Horace.    H«  died  in  178&  —  Caoua. 

3  Of  thU  lotfier  Boew^l  had  quoted  onlf  the  two  paragraphs 
■ijrk«d  in  Italics,  adding  that  **  they  were  very  characteris- 
tic :*'  bttt  sorely  the  rest  u  eqiully  so.—  Cbokbk. 

*  Tfaia  and  the  following  letter  are  from  the  originals  in 
the  poesesaioa  of  W r.  Upoott.  It  would  be  a  great  palliation 
of  Johnson's  ill  b amour  towards  Garrick,  if  he  was  nmier 
die  impre»rton  that  Garrick  had  not  subscribed  to  his  Shake- 
speare. 


**  I  purpose  again  to  partake  of  the  Uesaed 
xnent ;  yet  when  I  consider  bow  vainly  1  have 
hitherto  resolred,  at  this  annual  commemoration 
of  my  Savionr*s  death,  to  regulate  my  life  by  bis 
laws,  I  am  ahnoat  afraid  to  renew  my  resolutions.** 
[p.  61.] 

The  concluding  words  are  very  remarkable, 
and  show  that  he  laboured  under  a  seyere 
depression  of  spirits. 

**  Since  the  last  Easter  I  have  reformed  no  evil 
habit;  my  time  has  been  unprofitably  spent,  and 
seems  as  a  dream  that  has  left  nothing  behind,  hfy 
memory  yrows  eonfuMed,  and  I  /frnow  not  how  the  days 
past  over  me.     Good  Lord,  deliTer  me ! " 

[He  proceeds :  — 

"  I  purpose  to  rise  at  eight,  because,  though  I 
shall  not  yet  rise  early,  it  will  be  much  earlier  than 
1  now  rise,  for  I  often  lie  till  two,  and  will  gain  me 
much  time,  and  tend  to  a  conquest  over  idleness, 
and  give  time  Sot  other  duties.  I  hope  to  rise  yet 
earlier." 

**  I  inrited  home  with  me  the  man  whose  pious 
befaariour  I  had  for  several  years  observed  on  this 
day,  and  found  him  a  kind  of  Methodist,  ftill  of 
teats,  but  ill-inatnicted.  I  talked  Co  him  with 
temper,  and  oflfcred  him  twice  wine,  wbieh  he  in- 
fused. I  suffered  him  to  go  without  the  dinner 
which  I  bad  purposed  to  give  hisL  I  thought  this 
day  that  there  waa  something  irregular  and  par- 
ticular in  his  look  and  gesture;  but  having  in- 
tended to  invite  him  to  acquaintance,  and  having  a 
fit  opportunity  by  finding  him  near  my  own  seat 
after  I  had  missed  him,  I  did  what  I  at  first  de* 
signed,  and  am  sorry  to  have  been  so  much  dis- 
appointed. Let  me  not  be  prejudiced  hereafter 
against  the  appearance  of  piety  in  mean  persons, 
who,  with  indeterminate  notions,  and  perverse  or 
inelegant  conversation,  perhaps  are  doing  all  they 
can.*'] 


[JOHNSON  TO  GARRICK.* 

"  May  18. 1765. 
*'  DzAa  Sia,  —  I  know  that  great  regard  will  be 
had  to  your  opinion  of  an  Kdition  of  Shakspeare. 
I  desire,  therefore,  to  secure  an  honest  pr^ndioe  in 
my  favour  by  aecuring  your  suffrage,  and  that  this 
prejudice  may  really  be  honest,  1  wish  yuu  would 
name  such  plays  as  you  would  see,  and  they  shall 
be  sent  you  by.  Sir,  your  moat  humble  servant, 


-^Upcott  MSS. 


u 


Sam.  Jounsom.' 


«  GARRICK  TO  JOHNSON. 

**  May  31. 1765. 
*'  DuAS  Sib,  —  Mf  brother  grpatly  SKtonished  me  thli 
momint:,  bv  asking  me  *  If  I  was  a  subscriber  tovour  Shak- 
speare ?  '  I  told  him,  jrcs,  that  I  vas  one  of  the  dr&t,  and  ai 
soon  as  1  heard  or  jrour  intention  ;  and  that  I  gave  you,  at 
the  same  time,  some  other  names,  amoug  which  were  the 
Duke  or  DeTonihire,  Mr.  Bflghton,  &r.  I  cannot  imme- 
diately hare  recourse  to  my  memorandum,  though  I  re- 
member to  have  seen  ft  jutt  before  1  left  England.  I  hope 
that  you  will  recollect  it,  and  not  think  me  capable  of 
neglecting  to  make  you  so  trifling  a  compliment,  which  waa 
doubly  due  from  me,  not  onW  on  account  of  the  re«pect  I 
hare  always  had  for  your  abilities,  but  from  the  sincere  re- 
gard I  shall  ever  par  to  your  friendship.  I  am.  Sir,  yonr 
mo«t  o1>r<Ucnt  humble  servant,  David  Garrick." 

—  CaoKSR. 

M  4 
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JOHNSON  TO  GEORGE  STRAHAN, 
University  Cdlege,  Oxford, 

**  Mayas.  1765. 

**  DxAK  Sib,  — >  That  I  have  answered  neither  of 
your  letters  you  must  not  impute  to  any  declennon 
of  good  will,  but  merely  to  the  want  of  something 
to  say.  I  suppose  you  pursue  your  studies  dili- 
gently, and  diligence  will  seldom  fail  of  success. 
Do  not  tire  yourself  so  much  with  Greek  one  day 
as  to  be  afraid  of  looking  on  it  the  next ;  but  giye 
it  a  certain  portion  of  time,  suppose  four  hours, 
and  pass  the  rest  of  the  day  in  Latin  or  English. 
I  would  have  you  learn  French,  and  take  in  a 
literary  journal  once  a  month,  which  will  accustom 
you  to  various  subjects,  and  inform  you  what  learn- 
ing is  going  forward  in  the  world.  Do  not  omit  to 
mingle  some  lighter  books  with  those  of  more  im- 
portance ;  that  which  is  read  remiito  animo  is  often 
of  great  use*  and  takes  great  hold  of  the  remem- 
brance. However,  take  what  course  you  will,  if 
you  be  diligent  you  will  be  a  scholar.  I  am,  dear 
Sir,  yours  affectionately,  Sam.  Johnsok."] 

— i?ofe  MSS, 

No  man  was  more  gratefully  sensible  of  any 
kindness  done  to  him  than  Johnson.  There 
is  a  little  circumstance  in  his  diary  this  year, 
which  shows  him  In  a  yery  amiable  light. 

**  July  2.  I  paid  Mr.  Simpson  ten  guineas,  which 
he  had  formerly  lent  me  in  my  necessity,  and  for 
which  Tetty  expressed  her  gratitude.** 

**  July  8.  1  lent  Mr.  Simpson  ten  guineas  more." 

Here  he  had  a  pleasing  opportunity  of  doing 
the  same  kindness  to  an  old  friend,  which  he 
had  formerly  received  from  him.  Indeed  his 
liberality  as  to  money  was  yery  remarkable. 
The  next  article  in  his  diary  is,  "  July  16th, 
I  received  seventy-five  pounds.*  Lent  Mr. 
Davies  twenty-five.** 

Trinity  CoUege,  Dublin,  at  this  time  sur- 
prised Johnson  with  a  spontaneous  compliment 
of  the  highest  academical  honours,  by  creatinjg 
him  Doctor  of  Laws.  The  diploma,  which  is 
in  my  possession,  is  as  follows :  — 

**  0  MNIB  US  ad  quot  prcuente»  Uterm  pervenerint, 
aaluttm.  Not  Pr^Bpotitut  et  Soeii  Seniortg  ColUffii 
SaerotaneUt  et  Individum  Trinitatie  Regina  Etiza^ 
bethm  juxta  Dublin^  teeiamw,  Samueli  Johnson, 
Armigero,  ob  egrtgiam  aeriptorum  eleganiiam  et  ttf<- 
iitatemt  graHam  conceuaan  Juiue  pro  gradu  Dodora' 
t(U  in  utroque  Jure^  octavo  die  JuUi,  Anno  Domini 
miUeeimo    Meptingenieeimo    sexageeimo-quinto.       In 


t  A  quarter*!  pcn«on.  —  Csoaam.       ,^       ^.  . 

»  I>r.  Thomst  Loland,  the  translator  of  Demorthcnei.  and 
author  of  IheHUtory  of  Ireland,  waa  bom  at  Dublin,  to 
1773,  anddlrdlnmS.  —  WRiOBT.  .     ,   ,.,         u 

»  Tim  namr  who  hai  contributed  some  note*  to  this  work, 
iiimI  (ho  elder  brother  of  my  earliest  llterarr  friend  Dr.  John 
tf»*tiii*fi  iometlme  ProTO«l  of  Dnblln  College,  and  after- 
wmtA9  rtul»o|i  of  Oi»ory.  Both  the  brother*  were  amiable 
»/ ►»!  •f(»l  nrrompllihwi  •cholari.— .CaOKBtt. 

•  H««hiiti  and  Murphy  from  to  think  that  this  honour 
I  •!',»'  •!  I  h**  t'Ubllnitlou  of  Shakipeare.  but  that  Is  a  mUtake. 
f  , ,  .  »ytf0  WA«  In  July  at  the  annual  Commmccmatl  ;  the 
I  '  './»(  Mf  Hhnkttteare  In  October.  Johnson's  acknow- 
'  '         '  *    wnn    t>ri4((>oned    to   the    end  of   the   academic 


eujut  rei  testimonium  singmlorttm  ma»MS  et  sigiUem 
quo  in  hisce  utimur  appoeuimus  ;  vieesimo  tertio  die 
Juiii,  Anno  Domini  nulletimo  s^ptingentesimo  sexa- 
gesimo»quinto. 


GOL.  ClIMINT.     FraIT.  AKDaiWfl. 

Tho.  Wilbom.  Fneps. 

Taa  Leland.  > 


IL  HriBAT. 
RoBtw.  Lav. 
High.  Kkibket."  ' 


This  nnsolicited  mark  of  distinction,  con- 
ferred on  so  great  a  literary  character,  did 
much  honour  to  the  judgment  and  liberal 
spirit  of  that  learned  body.  Johnson  acknow- 
ledged the  favour  in  a  letter  to  Dr.Leland, 
one  of  their  number. 


JOHNSON  TO  DR.  LELAND. 

"  JobnsoD't  Coart,  Fleet  Street.  London, 
"  Oct.  17. 1765.  * 

*'  Sir,  —  Among  the  names  subscribed  to  the  de- 
gree which  I  have  had  the  honour  of  receiving 
from  the  University  of  Dublin,  I  find  none  of  which 
I  have  any  personal  knowledge  but  those  of  Dr. 
Andrews  and  yourself. 

'*  Men  can  be  estimated  by  those  who  know 
them  not,  only  as  they  are  represented  by  those 
who  know  them;  and  therefore  I  flatter  myself 
that  I  owe  much  of  the  pleasure  which  this  dis- 
tinction gives  me,  to  your  concurrence  with  Dr. 
Andrews  in  recommending  me  to  the  letmed 
society. 

**  Having  desired  the  Provost  to  return  my 
general  thanks  to  the  University,  I  beg  that  you, 
Sir,  will  accept  my  particular  and  immediate  ac- 
knowledgments.  I  am.  Sir,  your  most  obedient 
and  most  humble  servant,  Sax.  Jouksok.**  ' 


He  appears  this  year  to  have  been  seized 
with  a  temporary  fit  of  ambition,  for  he  had 
thoughts  both  of  studying  law,  and  of  en- 
gaging in  politics.  His  "Prayer  [p.  67.]  before 
the  Study  of  Law  "  is  truly  admu^blc :  — 

**  Sept  S6.  1765.  Almighty  God,  the  giver  of 
wisdom,  without  whose  help  resolutions  are  vaiov 
without  whose  blessing  study  is  ineffectual ;  enable 
me,  if  it  be  thy  will,  to  attain  such  knowledge  as 
noay  qualify  me  to  direct  the  doubtful,  and  instruct 
the  ignorant ;  to  prevent  wrongs  and  terminate  con- 
tentions ;  and  grant  that  I  may  use  that  knowledge 
which  I  shall  attain,  to  thy  glory  and  my  own 
salvation,  for  Jesus  Christ's  sake.     Amen.** 

BKs  prayer  in  the  view  of  becoming  a  poli- 
tician IS  entitled,  "Engaging  in  politics  with 

H ^n,"  no  doubt,  his  friend,  the  Right  Hon. 

William  Gerard  Hamilton  <^,  for  whom,  during 


B  Hawkins  and  Murphy  thought  that  Johnsoa'sattachraent 
to  Oxford  prevented  nlm  from  assuming  the  title  which  it 
conferred.  The  fact  U  true ;  but  It  Is  ttill  more  mnarkabl* 
that  he  never  used  the  title  of  Doctor  before  hfs  name,  txtn 
qfter  his  Oxford  degree,  (post,  SOlh  Mar.  I77S.)  Hawkins 
says  that  he  disliked  to  be  called  Doctor,  as  rcmindinf  biia 
that  he  had  been  a  teJkoolmaster.  This  seems  improvable ; 
ray  opinion  is,  that  he  did  not  use  bis  Irish  title,  rsprctiof 
an  Oxford  one,  and  when  the  Oxford  cme  came  tardily  and 
ungraciously  ten  years  later,  he  disdained  to  assume  it.  -> 

CaoKBS.  ^  w     .  .1  1 

•  SingtC'Spfrek  Hamilton  had  been  secretary  to  Lord  lu'i' 
fax,  as  Lord- Lieutenant  of  Irelimd.  aod  remairrii  a  tbort 
time  with  hl»  surrp«»or,  I*ord  North umlJeTland,  b'lt  he  re- 
tisiied  in  1704.    Though  he  never  spoke  in  parliament  alter 
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a  long  scqaaintance,  he  had  a  great  esteem, 
and  to  whose  convenation  he  once  paid  this 
high  compliment :  *^  I  am  verj  unwilling  to  be 
left  alone.  Sir,  and  therefore  I  ^o  with  mj 
company  down  the  first  pair  of  stairs,  in  some 
hopes  that  they  may,  perhaps,  return  again ; 
I  go  with  jon.  Sir,  as  far  as  the  street-door.** 
In  what  particular  department  he  intended  to 
engage  ^  does  not  appear,  nor  can  Mr.  Hamil- 
ton explain*    His  prayer  is  in  general  terms : 

**  Enlighten  my  understanding  with  knowledge 
of  right,  and  govern  my  will  by  thy  laws,  that  no 
deeett  may  mislead  me,  nor  temptation  corrupt  me; 
that  I  may  always  endeavour  to  do  good,  and 
hinder  evU.**  [Amidst  all  the  hopes  and  fears  of 
this  world,  take  not  thy  Holy  Spirit  from  me.] 

There  is  nothing  upon  the  subject  in  his 
diary. 


CHAPTER  XIX. 
1765—1766. 

Acquahdante  with  the  Thrales.  —  PubUctUion  of  his 
Shahtpeare.  —  KenricA.  —  Dedications,  —  Boswdl 
TttmmM  to  England. —  Voibure  on  Pope  and 
Ihyden.  —  Goldsmith's  **  TraveUer,*  and  «  De- 
serted ViBageJ* —  Suppers  at  the  IStre  resumed. 

—  •<  Eqmal  Happiness/*  —  **  Courting  great  Men,** 
— Conients^ —  Second  Sight, — Corsiea,'— Rousseau, 

—  SabonUnation,  —  **  Braking  Ferses.**  —  Letters 
to 


This  year  was  distin^shed  by  his  being 
introduced  into  the  family  of  Mr.  Thrale,  one 
of  the  most  eminent  brewers  in  England,  and 
member  of  Parliament  for  the  borough  of 
Sonthwaric.  Foreigners  are  not  a  little  amazed 
when  they  hear  of  brewers,  distillers,  and  men 
in  similar  departments  of  trade,  held  forth  as 
persons  of  considerable  consequence.  In  this 
great  commercial  country  it  is  natural  that  a 


tbis.  hia  Mogiapher  informi  of  (perhaps  on  the  authoritjr  of 
tliis  pascas®),  that  he  meditated  taking  an  active  part  in 
pelitial  hfe:  he,  however,  did  not,  and  his  alliance  with 
jffhivK*",  whatever  it  was  intended  to  be,  seerat  to  have  pro- 
dneed  little  m  nothing*    He  died  In  1796 —  Crokbb. 

>  In  the  preface  to  a  late  collection  of  Mr.  Hamilton*! 
Pieces,  ft  has  been  observed  that  our  author  was,  by  the 
geaenlitf  of  Johnsoa's  words,  **  led  to  suppoie  that  he  waa 
■CKsed  with  a  temporary  fit  of  ambition,  and  that  hence  he 
vas  induced  to  apply  hia  thooghta  to  law  and  polidca.  But 
3tr.  Boewell  waa  certainly  mistaken  in  this  reepect ;  and 
th£4e  vorda  merely  allude  to  Johncon's  having  at  that  time 
entered  into  aome  engagement  with  Mr.  Hamilton  occaaion- 
ally  to  furnish  blm  with  hia  aentimenta  on  the  great  political 
tOB&»  which  abould  be  considered  in  parliament."  In  con- 
se<3a«nce  of  thia  engagement,  Johnaon,  in  November,  1766, 
vrote  a  very  valuable  tract,  entitled  **  Conalderationa  on 
C«»rD,'*  which  is  printed  aa  an  appendix  to  the  worka  of 
Mr.  Hamilton,  published  bv  T.  Payne  in  IBOR.  —  Malons. 
I  raitnoC  doubt  that  so  solemn  a  **praifer,  on  engaging 
in  poiUics,"  muat  have  had  a  serious  meaning ;  and  the 
paft*age  aa  to  **  Aeyvf  and  fears,"  thoosh  omitted  in  Bos- 
weU't  quotation,  confirms  this  opinion.  It  were  perhaps  vain 
now  to  inquire  alter  what  Mr.  Hamilton  prqflrued  not  to 
be  able  to  explain ;  tMSt  we  may  be  sure  that  it  was,  in 
Johnson's  oplniun,  no  auch  slight  and  casual  aaaiatance 


situation  which  produces  much  wealth  should 
be  considered  as  very  respectable;  and,  no 
doubt,  honest  industry  is  entitled  to  esteem. 
But,  perhaps,  the  too  rapid  advance  of  men 
of  low  extraction  tends  to  lessen  the  value  of 
that  distinction  by  birth  and  gentility,  which 
has  ever  been  found  beneficial  to  the  grand 
scheme  of  subordination.  Johnson  used  to 
give  this  account  of  the  rise  of  Mr.  Thrale^s 
father:  **He  worked  at  six  shillings  a  week 
for  twenty  years  in  the  great  brewery,  which 
afterwards  was  his  own.  The  proprietor  of 
it «  had  an  only  daughter,  who  was  married  to 
a  nobleman.  It  was  not  fit  that  a  peer  should 
continue  the  business.  On  the  old  man*s 
death,  therefore,  the  brewery  was  to  be  sold. 
To  find  a  purchaser  for  so  large  a  property  was 
a  difiicult  matter ;  and,  after  some  time,  it  was 
suggested,  that  it  would  be  advisable  to  treat 
with  Thrale,  a  sensible,  active,  honest  man, 
who  had  been  employed  in  the  house,  and  to 
transfer  the  whole  to  him  for  thirty  thousand 
pounds,  security  being  taken  upon  the  pro- 
perty. This  was  accordingly  settled.  In 
eleven  years  Thrale  paid  the  purchase-money. 
He  acquired  a  large  fortune,  and  lived  to  be  a 
member  of  parliament  for  Southwork.^  But 
what  was  most  remarkable  was  the  liberality 
with  which  he  used  his  riches.  He  gave  his 
son  and  daughters  the  best  education.  The 
esteem  which  his  good  conduct  procured  him 
from  the  nobleman  who  had  married  his 
master's  daughter,  nutde  him  be  treated  with 
much  attention;  and  his  son,  both  at  school 
and  at  the  university  of  Oxford,  associated 
with  young  men  of  the  first  rank.  His  allow- 
ance from  his  father,  after  he  left  college,  was 
splendid;  not  less  than  a  thousand  a  year. 
This,  in  a  man  who  had  risen  as  old  Thrale  did, 
was  a  very  extraordinary  instance  of  gene- 
rosity. He  used  to  say,  '*  If  this  young  dog 
does  not  find  so  much  after  I  am  gone  as  he 
expects,  let  him  remember  that  he  has  a  great 
deal  in  my  own  time.; 

The  son,  though  in  afiluent  circumstances, 
had  good  sense  enough  to  carry  on  his  father's 


aa  ia  auggested  in  the  foregoing  note.  From  a  letter  to 
Miaa  Porter  iposi^  January  14.  1766),  it  may  be  guessed,  that 
this  engagement  was  in  some  way  connected  with  the  parlia- 
mentary session  ;  perhaps  an  alliance  to  write  pamphlets  or 
paragraphs,  or  to  prepare  speeches.  Whatever  It  was,  it 
mav  be  inferred,  from  the  obscurity  in  which  they  involved 
and  left  it,  that  it  waa  aomnthlng  which  Johnaon  did  not 
choae  to  talk  about,  nor  Hamilton  to  avow.  -.-  CaoxBa. 

*  The  predeceasor  of  old  Thrale  waa  Edmund  Halsey,  Esq.; 
the  nobleman  who  married  his  daughter  was  Lord  Cobham, 

Seat  uncle  of  the  first  Marquis  of  Buckingham.  But  I  believe 
r.  Johnson  waa  mtataken  in  aasigning  so  very  low  an 
origin  to  Mr.  Thrale.  The  clerk  or  St.  Albans,  a  very  aged 
man,  told  me,  that  he  (the  elder  Thrale)  married  a  sister  of 
Mr.  Halsey.  It  is  at  least  certain  that  the  family  of  Thrale 
waa  of  aome  conaideration  in  that  town :  in  the  abbey  church 
ia  a  handsome  monument  to  the  memory  of  Mr.  John  Thrale, 
late  of  London,  merchant,  who  died  In  1704,  aged  54,  Mar- 
garet his  wife,  and  three  of  their  children  who  died  young, 
Iwtween  the  years  1676  and  1690.  The  arms  upon  this  monu- 
ment are,  paly  of  eight,  gules  and  or,  impaling,  ermine,  on  a 
chief  indented  vert,  three  wolves*  (or  gryphons')  heads,  or^ 
couped  at  the  neck :  —  Crest  on  a  ducal  coronet,  a  tree,  vert. 
—  Blakbwat. 

3  In  1733  he  served  the  office  of  high  sheriff  Tor  Surrey. 
He  died  April  9. 1758 —  Cbokbb. 
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trade,  which  was  of  such  extent,  that  I  re- 
member he  once  told  me,  he  would  not  quit  it 
for  an  annuity  of  ten  thousand  a  year :  ^^  Not," 
said  he,  ^  thut  I  get  ten  thousand  a  year  by  it, 
but  it  19  an  estate  to  a  family.**  Haying  left 
daughters  only,  the  property  was  sold  for  the 
immense  sum  of  one  hundred  and  thirtr-five 
thousand  pounds :  a  magnificent  proof  oi  what 
may  be  done  by  fair  trade  in  a  long  period  of 
time. 

There  may  be  some  who  think  that  a  new 
system  of  gentility  ^  might  be  established,  upon 

Erinciples  totally  different  from  what  have 
itherto  prevailed.  Our  present  heraldry,  it 
may  be  said,  b  suited  to  tne  barbarous  tunes 
in  which  it  had  its  origin.  It  is  chiefly  foanded 
upon  ferocious  merit,  upon  military  excellence. 
Why,  in  civilised  times,  we  may  be  asked, 
should  there  not  be  rank  and  honours,  upon 
principles  which,  independent  of  Urns  custom, 
are  certainly  not  less  worthy,  and  which,  when 
once  allowed  to  be  conneclied  with  elevation 
and  precedency,  would  obtain  the  same  dignity 
in  our  imagination?  Why  shooid  not  the 
knowledge,  the  skill,  the  expertncss,  l^e  as« 
siduity,  and  the  spirited  hazards  of  trade  and 
commerce,  when  crowned  with  success,  be 
entitled  to  give  those  flattering  distinotions  by 
which  manlund  are  so  universally  captivated  f 
Such  are  tlie  specious,  but  false  amunents 
for  a  proposition  which  always  will  nad  bu« 
merous  advocates,  in  a  nation  where  men  are 
every  day  starting  up  ^m  obscurity  to  wealth. 
To  refute  Uiem  is  needless.  Ijie  general 
sense  of  mankind  cries  out,  with  iiresistible 
force,    **  Un  gentilhomme  e$t  kn^^mrt  geniU' 

Mr.  Thrale    had    married    Miss    Heather 

Lynch  Salusbury,  of  good  Welsh  extraction,  a 
lady  of  lively  talents,  improved  by  education. 
That  Johnson*8  introduction  into  Mr.  Thrale's 
family,  which  contributed  so  much  to  tiie  hap- 

Einess  of  his  life,  was  owing  to  her  desire  m 
is  conversation,  is  a  very  probable  and  the 


I  Mn.  Burnef  Informi  ma  that  the  heard  Dr.  Johnton 
say,  **  An  BnglUh  roerchaat  Is  a  new  speclei  ornfitleman." 
He.perhapi,  had  lo  his  mind  the  Tol lowing  infraJous  pasiage 
in  '*  The  Conscious  Lovers,"  Act  iv.  Scene  S.,  where  Bur. 
Bealand  thus  addresses  Sir  John  Bevll :  —  *>  Give  me  leave 
to  say,  that  we  merchants  are  a  species  of  feotry  that  have 
grown  Into  the  world  this  last  century,  and  are  as  honoor* 
able,  and  almost  as  usefiil.  as  you  landed- folks,  that  have 
always  thought  yoursdves  so  much  above  us  ;  for  iiour 
trading,  forsooth,  is  extended  no  farther  than  a  lead  of  hay, 
or  a  fat  ox.  You  are  pleasant  people  indeed  I  because  you 
are  generally  bred  up  lasy,  therefore,  I  warrant  you, Industry 
is  dif honourable."  —  BoswkUm 

If,  indeed.  Johnson  c^led  merchants  a  new  tpeeia  tf 
gentUmen^  he  must  have  forgotten  nut  only  the  merchants  of 
Tyre,  who  were  "  princes,'*  and  the  Medici  of  Florence,  but 
the  Gresharai,  Cranfields,  Otbornes,  l>uiicorobes,  and  so 
many  others  of  Rngland Caocaa. 

«  This  dictum  .whatever  lie  it«  value.  Is  not  applicable  to  this 
questi<in,  wlilch  is,  not  whether  a  gentleman  can  et er  cease 
to  be  one,  but,  whether  a  plebeian  can  ever  baeosne  one 

CaOKER. 

*  "The  first  time,*' says  Mrs.  Piosii,**!  ever  saw  this  extra, 
ordlnaiy  man  was  In  Che  year  1764,  when  Mr.  Murphy,  who 
bad  Ion;  been  the  friend  and  confidential  intimate  of  Mr. 
Thralo,  |»f>rsiiadrd  him  to  wish  for  Johnson's  eonversation. 
extoilin'f  it  in  terms  which  that  of  no  other  person  could 
have  de«erved,  till  we  were  only  In  doubt  how  to  obtain  his 
company,  and  find  an  excuse  for  the  Invitation.  The  colebrity 


mienil  supposition :  but  it  is  not  the  truth. 
Mr.  Murdiy,  who  was  intimate  with  Mr. 
Ilurale,  having  spoken  very  hi^jhly  of  Dr. 
Johnson,  he  was  re(|nested  to  nuuce  them  ac- 
quainted. This  bem^  mentioned  to  Johnson, 
he  accepted  of  an  mvitation  to  dinner  at 
Thrale*s,  and  was  so  much  pleased  with  his 
rec^tion,  boUi  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thrale,  and 
they  so  much  pleased  with  him,  that  his  in- 
vitations to  dieir  house  were  more  and  more 
frec^uent,  till  at  last  he  became  one  of  the 
family,  and  an  apartment  was  appropriated  to 
him,  both  in  their  house  at  Southwark  and  in 
their  villa  at  Streatham.' 

Johnson  had  a  very  sincere  esteem  for  Mr. 
Thrale,  as  a  man  of  excellent  principles,  a 
good  scholar,  well  skilled  in  trade,  of  a  sound 
understanding,  and  of  manners  such  as  pre- 
sented the  character  of  a  plain  independent 
English  *8quire.  As  this  family  will  frequently 
be  mentioned  in  the  course  of  the  following 

Sages,  and  as  a  false  notion  has  prevailed  that 
ir.  Thrale  was  inferior,  and  in  some  degree 
insignificant,  compared  with  Mrs.  Thrale,  it 
may  be  proper  to  give  a  true  state  of  the  case 
from  the  authority  of  Johnson  himself  in  his 
own  words. 

^*  I  know  no  man,**  said  he,  "  who  is  more 
master  of  his  wife  and  fiunily  than  Thrale.  If 
he  but  holds  up  a  finger,  he  is  obeyed.  It  is 
a  great  mistake  to  suppose  that  she  is  above 
him  in  literary  attainments.  She  is  more 
flippant ;  but  he  has  ten  times  her  learning : 
he  M  a  reffttlar  scholar;  but  her  learning  is 
that  of  a  sdoolboy  in  one  of  the  lower  forms.  ** 
My  readers  may  naturally  wish  ibr  some  re- 
presentation of  the  figures  of  this  couple.*  Mr. 
Thrale  was  tall,  well  proportioned,  and  stately. 
As  for  AfodoiR,  or  my  Miiireu^  by  which 
epithets  Johnson  used  to  mendon  Mrs.  Thrale, 
she  was  short,  plump,  and  brlsk.^  She  has 
hersdf  given  us  a  lively  view  of  the  idea  which 
Johnson  had  of  her  person,  on  her  appearin|r 
before  him  in  a  dark-ooloored  gown :  **  You 


of  Mr.  Woodhouse,  a  shoemaker,  whose  verses  were  at  that 
time  the  subject  of  common  discour>e,  soon  afforded  a  pre. 
tence,  and  Mr.  Murphy  brought  Johnson  to  meet  him,  giving 
me  general  cautions  not  to  be  surprised  at  his  figure,  dre»B, 
or  behavioor.  What  I  recollect  best  of  the  imj*»  talk  wa« 
bis  earnestly  reoomnendiag  Addison's  woriu  to  Mr.  Wood- 
bovso  as  a  aiodel  for  imitation.  '  Give  nights  and  days.  Sir,* 
said  he, '  to  the  study  of  Addison,  If  you  mean  either  to  be  a 
flood  writer,  or.  what  Is  more  worth,  an  honest  man.*  When 
I  saw  something  like  the  same  expression  In  his  criticism  on 
that  author,  in  tb«  Lives  of  the  roeCs,  I  put  him  in  mind  of 
his  past  Injunctions  to  the  young  poet,  to  which  he  replied, 
'that  he  wished  the  shoemaker  might  have  remeubcrt-a 
them  as  well.'  Mr.  Johnson  liked  his  new  acquaintanre  so 
much,  however,  that  from  that  time  he  dined  with  us  ever} 
Thursday  through  the  winter. "~  CaoKxa. 

*  The  reader  will  not  tail  to  observe  the  tone  In  which 
Boswell  permits  himself  to  talk  of  "Mcr  ample.'*  It  marks 
a  prejudice  which  pervades  his  book.  —  CaoKaa. 

^  He  should  have  added  that  she  was  very  pretty.  She 
was  about  twenty-four  or  twenty-live  years  of  age,  when  tlil« 
acquaintance  commenced.  At  the  time  of  my  Srst  edition 
I  was  unable  to  ascertain  precisely  Mrs.  Ptosirs  mge  _ 
but  a  subsequent  publication,  named  Piwuana,  fiaes  ber 
birth  on  her  own  authority  lo  the  i6th  Jaunary,  1740;  vr^ 
even  that  Is  not  quite  conciusive,  for  she  calls  it  1740  \*44 
ttpU^  that  Is.  1741.  I  must  now,  of  course,  adopt,  thoajrh 
not  without  some  doubt,  the  lady's  reckoning.  Sc«  (jmawiinti 
Hetiew,  voL  &ltx.  p. »:(.  ~  CaMtaa,  1S««.  ^ 
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little  creatures  should  never  wear  those  sort 
of  clothes,  howerer ;  they  are  imBuitable  in 
crery  way.  What !  have  not  all  insects  gay 
colours  ?  '  Mr.  Thrale  gave  his  wife  a  liberal 
indulgence,  both  in  the  choice  of  their  com- 

Ein?,  and  in  the  mode  of  entertaining  them, 
e  understood  and  valued  Johnson,  without 
remission,  from  their  first  acquaintance  to  the 
day  of  his  death.  Mrs.  Thnue  was  enchanted 
with  Johnson^s  conversation  for  its  own  sake, 
and  had  also  a  very  allowable  vanity  in  appear- 
ing to  be  honoured  with  the  attention  of  so 
eelefaTated  a  man. 

Nothing  could  be  more  fortunate  for  John- 
son than  this  connection.  He  had  at  Mr. 
Thrale's  all  the  comforts  and  even  luxuries  of 
life;  his  melancholy  was  diverted,  and  his 
irr^ular  habits  lessened,  by  association  with 
sn  agreeable  and  well-ordered  family.  He 
was  treated  with  the  utmost  respect,  and  even 
aflfection.  The  vivacity  of  Mrs.  Thrale*s  lite- 
raiy  talk  roused  him  to  cheerfulness  and 
exertion,  evoi  when  they  were  alone.  But 
this  was  not  ofWn  the  case ;  for  he  ibund  here 
a  constant  succession  of  what  gave  him  the 
highest  enjoyment,  the  society  of  the  learned, 
the  witty,  and  the  eminent  in  every  way ;  who 
wcfe  aaaembled  in  numerous  companies,  called 
forth  bis  wonderful  powers,  and  gratified  him 
with  admiration,  to  which  no  man  could  be 
iasenfiible. 

In  the  October  of  this  year  he  at  length 
gave  to  the  world  his  edition  of  Shakspeare, 
which,  if  it  had  no  other  merit  but  that  of 
producing  hia  Preface,  in  which  the  excellences 
and  defects  of  that  immortal  bard  are  displayed 
with  a  masterly  hand,  the  nation  would  have 
had  no  reason  to  complain.'  A  blind  indis- 
cnminate  admiration  of  Shakspeare  had  ex- 
posed the  British  nation  to  tlie  ridicule  of 
ftnettners.  Johnson,  by  candidly  admitting 
the  un^s  of  his  poet,  had  the  more  credit  in 
bestowing  on  him  deserved  and  indisputable 
praise;  and  doubtless  none  of  all  his  pane- 
crrista  have  done  him  half  so  much  honour. 
Thar  praise  was  like  that  of  a  counsel,  upon 
his  own  side  of  the  cause :  Johnson^s  was  like 
the  grave,  well-considered,  and  impartial  opi- 


I        )  Aneedotei ,  p.  279.  —  Bovwell. 

j       9  Hsvkios  tmft  that  **  Johnson  wai  inseoslbli)  to  ChnrchiU'i 

I'  abue;  boC  the  poem  before  mentioned  bad  brooght  to 
Raembrance  that  hii  edition  of  Shakspeare  bad  Ioor  been 
dor.  fUi  frienda  took  tbe  alarm,  and,  bjr  all  the  arts  of 
rvuonfng  and  persuasion,  laboured  to  conTince  him  that, 
havins  takm  subscriptions  for  a  work  in  which  he  had 
made  so  progress,  his  credit  was  at  itake.  He  confessed  he 
'  was  culpable,  and  promised  from  time  to  time  to  begin  a 
cmme  of  audh  reaaiag  aa  was  necessary  to  qualifV  him  for 
tbe  work :  this  was  no  more  than  be  had  formerly  done  in 
an  eogagKment  with  Coxeter  *,  to  whom  he  liad  bound  him- 
self to  write  the  Life  of  Shakespeare,  but  he  nerer  could  be 
prevailed  on  to  b^n  it,  so  that  even  now  it  was  ouestioned 
whether  his  promises  were  to  be  relied  ou.    For  tbis  reason 


Co«flter,  Esa,  from  whose  manuscript  notes  the 
•LI***  of  the  Eoflish  Foets,"  by  Shlels  and  Gibber,  were 
nrtocipally  eonplled.  He  waa  bred  at  Trinity  College.  Ox- 
M.  and  died  ia  IammIoo,  April  17.  1747.  In  his  flfty-ninth 
See  Gtfisf.  May.  for  17S1,  p.  ITS.  —  Hatoim 


nion  of  the  judge,  winch  fulls  {torn  his  lips 
with  weighty  and  is  reeeiyed  with  reverence. 
What  he  did  as  a  commentator  has  no  small 
share  of  merit,  though  his  researches  were  not 
so  ample,  and  his  investigations  so  acute,  as 
they  might  have  been ;  which  we  now  certainly 
know  from  the  labours  of  other  able  and  in- 
genioils  critics  who  have  followed  him.  He 
has  enriched  his  edition  with  a  concise  account 
of  each  play,  and  of  its  characteristic  excel- 
lence. Manpr  of  his  notes  have  illustrated 
obscurities  m  the  text,  and  placed  passages 
eminent  for  beauty  in  a  more  conspicuous 
light ;  and  he  has,  in  general,  exhibited  such  a 
mode  of  annotation,  as  may  be  beneficial  to  all 
subsequent  editors. 

His  Shakspeare  was  virulently  attacked  by 
Mr.  William  Kenrick,  who  obtained  the  degree 
of  LL.D.  from  a  Scotch  university,  and  wrote 
for  the  booksellers  in  a  great  variety  of 
branches.  Though  he  certainly  was  not  with- 
out considerable  merit,  he  wrote  with  so  little 
regard  to  decency,  and  principles,  and  decorum , 
and  in  so  hasty  a  manner,  Uiat  his  reputation 
was  neither  extensive  nor  lasting.  I  remember 
one  evening,  when  some  of  his  works  were 
mentioned,  Dr.  Goldsmith  said,  he  had  never 
heard  of  them;  upon  which  Dr.  Johnson 
observed,  *^  Sir,  he  is  one  of  the  many  who 
have  made  themselves  jncUtc,  without  making 
themselves  Anmon.** ' 

A  young  student  of  Oxford,  of  the  name  of 
Barclay,  wrote  an  answer  to  Kenrick*s  review 
of  Johnson^s  Shakspeare.  Jdmson  was  at 
first  aoffry  that  Kenrick*s  attack  should  have 
the  credit  of  an  answer.  But  afterwards,  con- 
sidering the  young  man*s  good  intention,  he 
kindly  noticed  him,  and  probably  would  have 
done  more,  had  not  the  young  man  died. 

In  his  Preface  to  Shakspeare,  Johnson  treated 
Voltaire  very  contemptuously,  observing,  upon 
some  of  his  remarks,  "These  are  the  petty 
cavils  of  petty  minds.**  Voltaire,  in  revenge, 
made  an  attack  upon  Johnson,  in  one  of  his 
numerous  literary  sallies  which  I  remember  to 
have  read ;  but,  there  being  no  general  index 
to  his  voluminous  works,  have  searched  in 
vain,  and  therefore  cannot  quote  it.^ 


Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  and  some  other  of  his  friends,  who  were 
more  concerned  for  his  reputation  than  himself  seemed  to 
be,  contrived  to  entangle  him  by  a  wager,  or  some  other 
pecuniary  engagement,  to  perform  his  task  by  a  certain  time." 
_  C.  -~  Grainger  thus  writes  to  Percr  on  this  aubiect,  "  S7th 
June,  1758 :  I  have  sereral  times  called  on  Johnson  to  pay 
him^r<  of  Tour  subscription  —  I  tajpart^  because  he  never 
thinks  of  working  if  he  has  a  couple  of  guineas  in  his  pocket.** 
And  again,  20th  July :  "  As  to  his  Shakespeare,  movet  $ed 
non  promovet.  I  shall  feed  him  occasloaaliy  with  guineas.'* 
Prior's  Goldsmith^  L  235 GaoKia,  1846. 

'  Kenrick  was  bom  at  Watford.  Herts,  and  was  brought 
up  to  the  business  of  a  rtUe-makfr,  which  he  quitted  for 
literature.  Of  this  "  attack/'  entitled  **  A  Reriew  of  Dr. 
Johnson's  new  edition  of  Shakespeare ;  in  which  the  Inio- 
rance  or  Inattention  of  that  Editor  is  exposed,  and  the  Poet 
defended  from  the  Persecution  of  his  Commentators/*  Dr. 
Johnson  only  said,  "  He  did  not  think  himself  bound  I7 
Kenrlck's  ru/»."  In  1774  he  delivered  Lectures  on  Shake- 
speare, and  the  next  year  commenced  the  London  Review, 
which  he  continued  to  his  death.  June  10. 1779. — Wriobt. 

^  "  Je  ne  veux  point  soupf  onner  le  sieur  Jonson  d'etre  on 
mauvais  plaisant,  et  d'aimer  trop  le  Tin  :  mais  je  trouve  un 
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Voltaire  was  an  antagonist  with  whom  I 
thought  Johnson  should  not  disdain  to  contend. 
I  pressed  him  to  answer.  He  said,  he  perhaps 
nught ;  but  he  never  did.^ 

[JOHNSON  TO  DR.  JOSEPH  WARTON. 

-  Oct.  9.  17C5. 

**  Deae  Sis, — Mrs.  Warton  uses  me  hardly  in 
supposing  that  I  could  forget  so  much  kindness 
and  civility  as  she  showed  me  at  Winchester.  I 
remember,  likewise,  our  conversation  about  St. 
Cross.*  The  desire  of  seeing  her  again  will  be 
one  of  the  motives  that  will  bring  roe  into  Hamp- 
shire. 

**  I  hare  taken  care  of  your  book ;  being  so  far 
from  doubting  your  subscription,  that  I  think  you 
have  subscribed  twiee :  you  once  paid  your  guinea 
into  my  own  hand  in  the  garret  in  Cough  Square. 
When  you  light  on  your  receipt,  throw  it  on  the 
fire ;  if  you  find  a  second  receipt,  you  may  have  a 
second  book. 

**  To  tell  the  truth,  as  I  felt  no  solicitude  about 
this  work,  I  receive  no  great  comfort  from  its  con- 
clusion ;  but  yet  am  well  enough  plca-sed  that  the 
public  has  no  farther  claim  upon  me.  I  wish  you 
would  writs  more  frequently  to,  dear  Sir,  your 
affectionate  humble  servant, 

•*  Saic  Johksok."] 

Mr.  Barney  having  occasion  to  write  to 
Johnson  for  some  receipts  for  subscriptions  to 
his  Shakspeare,  which  Johnson  had  omitted  to 
deliver  wnen  the  money  was  paid,  he  availed 
himself  of  that  opportunity  of  thanking 
Johnson  for  the  great  pleasure  which  he  had 
received  from  the  perusal  of  his  Preface  to 
Shaksjxiare ;  which,  although  it  excited  much 
clamour  against  him  at  first,  is  now  justlj 
ranked  among  the  most  excellent  of  his 
writinps.  To  this  letter  Johnson  returned  the 
following  answer :  ^ 

JOHNSON  TO  BURNET, 

/»  FdaMd  Street. 

**  Oct.  IS.  1765. 
•<  Sia,  —  I  am  sorry  that  your  kindness  to  me  has 
brought  upon  you  so  much  trouble,  though  you 
have  taken  care  to  abate  that  sorrow,  by  the  plea- 
sure which  I  received  from  your  approbation.  I 
defend  my  criticism  in  the  same  manner  with  you. 
We  mu%t  confess  the  faults  of  our  favourite,  to 
gain  credit  to  our  praiw  of  his  eicellencies.  He 
that  claims,  either  in  hiniiclf  or  for  another,  the 
honours  of  perfection,  will  surely  injure  the  repu- 


pcu  tlnfrnllrr  quMl  romptr  Ubouflbnnert^  et  rirroinierle|Mnnl 
U$  U-autct  dti  Ibt-itrc  traKtqur ; "  *c.  *c.  ^DictionnAlrv  Phl- 
lotnpliiqui^.krt.  "  Art  Dfunatique.**  VolUirc.^dU.  17S4,  vol 
XJl««>lt.  p  10.  —  Wbight. 

1  ll<<  apprart  In  the  course  <*f  thi«  nimmer  to  hav*  tUIImI 
Dr.  Wart'in,  llcuJ  Matter  of  Wlnchcftter  School,  and  oa  thi* 
publf-atiuri  uf  hii  Shakeipeare  wrote  to  him  tbe  Irtter  in  th« 
text,  wliicb  1  extract  from  WooU'a  Ltf«  of  Warton. — 
(XuKca. 

*  The  botpltal  of  SL  TroM,  near  WInrhettrr,  eodoired 
former  I  jr  for  the  maintenance  of  terentj  rciiJfnt  m<>tnb*>ri, 
cU'rpj  ai<d  laity,  with  one  hundre<l  out- |H*n turner t:  hut,  iince 
the  Dituttution,  redu«-r<l  to  t«*n  reftiil«nt«,  with  tbe  matler  and 
ch.ft{)!jUJ,  and  three  out-pen*loncrf .  —  Cauacft. 
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tation  which  be  deugns  to  assist  Be  pleueH  to 
make  my  compliments  to  your  fiunily.  I  am,  Sir, 
your  most  obliged  and  most  bumble  servant, 

**  Sa¥.  Johsnok.** 

From  one  of  his  Journals  I  transcribed  whit 
follows :  — 

••  At  church,  Oct.  —  65. 

^ To  avoid  all  singularitj :  Banaventara* 

**To  come  in  before  service,  and  compose 
mj  mind  by  meditation,  or  bj  reading  some 
portions  of  scripture.     Tettjf, 

^  If  I  can  hear  the  sermon,  to  attoiid  it, 
unless  attention  be  more  troublesome  thsn 
useful. 

"  To  consider  the  act  of  prayer  as  a  rep^Nil 
of  myself  upon  God,  and  a  resignation  oi  aii 
into  his  holy  hand.** 

Tn  1764  and  1765  it  should  seem  tlint  Dr. 
Johnson  was  so  busily  employed  niih  H:s 
edition  of  Shakspeare,  as  to  have  bad  little 
leisure  for  any  other  literary  czertitn,  or, 
indeed,  even  for  private  correspondenct;.^  H^* 
did  not  favour  me  with  a  single  letter  for  more 
than  two  years,  for  which  it  will  appear  th&t 
he  afterwards  apologised. 

He  was,  however,  at  all  times  ready  iopn 
assistance  to  his  friends,  and  others,  in  rcvi»ir« 
their  works,  and  in  writing  for  them,  or  irre:>'lT 
improving,  their  Dedications.     In  that  vonr^r  \ 
species  of  composition  no  man  excelloi  Dr. 
Johnson.     Though  the  loftiness   of  his  mini 
prevented  him  from  ever  dedicating  in  hi>  ()«9  ' 
person,  he  wrote  a  very  great  number  of  Dv- 
dications    for    others.      Some   of   the^\  tbo 
persons  who  were  favoured  with  them  are  un-  I 
willing  should  be  mentioned,  from  a  too  an\it'u9  '. 
apprehension,  as  I  think,  that  they  luijiit  t<  | 
suspected  of  having  received  larger  asM^taiVv*;  ■ 
and  some,  after  all  the  diligence  I  hu\<*  U** 
stoweil,  have  escaped  my  inquiries.   He  n-ld  tn^*  | 
a  great  many  yeors  airo,  *'  he  bclieve«\  he  h»  I 
dedicated  to  all  the  Koyal   Family   r*  und :  ** 
and  it  was  indifferent  to   him  what  tr  j»  il  * 
subject  of  the  work  dedicated,  pro^■M«^i  it 
were    innocent.     He    once     dedicau»«i    f*'^--^ 
music  for  the  German  Flut4?  to  Kdwarl«  iKa.* 
of  York.    In  writing  Dedications  fur  •:''"% 
he  considered  himself  as  by  no  means  ^p  ^^*  4 
his  own  sentiments.^ 

Notwithstanding  his  long  ailenco,  I  iv^  T\ 
omitted  to  write  to  him,  when  I  had  at.\  :•  ^\ 
worthy  of  communicating.     I  gcncral/v    k  ,^ 

-  .^— .  ■  ■  J 

»  lie  wu  probablr  prnpociny  to  hlmM^f  tHr  «r  -  '  ■  hJ 
^xr^Urnt  p<»rsoi).  »ho  far  bit  pictj  wmm  OAmcO  t*:f  *  -'fm 
Doctor —  Bo»\TkLL. 

*  Thii  trait  It  amuUnfcMr.  Doswvll  e<RKl>Hi  •  •    . 
caiit^  Jirhnxon  dul  not,  f<ir  two  jvars,  «iit«  to  f*^   i 
to  nobfMijr.  and  was  rxdutlvely  oc«rupW«l   with   i    •    "^i 
■prare.  though  «e  have  trrn  that.  In  th<t«4*  ?«  a*^   *• 
time  to  pay  vitit*  to  hit  (HrtHla  in  Kino  l.tfthtr«         .  N 
amptnntl lire,  and   at  Cunbrklico    »n«i  >\  iitclt«<»trr.     \\ 
Yl»tti<d  Hru'bton.     If  Mr.  Buiw««l|   K«(J  br«n  ti)>««  '•   •    41 
In  I<^ndr«n.  ire  rr  ran  bt*  do  doutit  that  |m»  «tj«ti«t  ^  4 

Juhn«oa  bjr  !>••  mtai.t  abtorbrd  m  !«Kak.e«fw «r«    >1  «       vfl 

placed, It  would  Luroe  m better  uudar  A|irU  lXi:'«a..«.  •  j 
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copies  of  mj  letters  to  him,  that  I  might  haye 
a  mil  view  of  our  oorrespondencei  and  never 
be  at  a  loss  to  understana  an  j  reference  in  his 
letters.  He  kept  the  greater  part  of  mine 
Tery  carefully ;  and  a  rfiort  time  before  his 
desith  was  attentiYe  enough  to  seal  them  up  in 
bundle?,  and  ordered  them  to  be  delivered  to 
me,  which  was  accordingly  done.  Amongst 
them  I  found  one,  of  which  I  had  not  made  a 
copy,  and  which  I  own  I  read  with  pleasure  at 
the  distance  of  ahnost  twenty  years.  It  is 
dated  November,  1765,  at  the  palace  of  Pascal 
Paoli,  in  Ck>rte,  the  capital  of  Corsica,  and  is 
full  of  generous  enthusiasm.  After  giving  a 
sketch  of  what  I  had  seen  and  heard  in  that 
isbod,  it  proceeded  thus :  **I  dare  to  call  this 
a  spirited  tour.  I  dare  to  challenge  your  ap- 
protntion." 

This  letter  produced  the  following  answer, 
which  I  found  on  my  arrival  at  Paris. 

A  M.  M.  BOSWELL, 
Ckez  Mr.  WaUr$,  BanquUr,  d,  Parti. 

**  JohiMon's  Court,  Fleet  Street,  Jan.  14. 1766. 

*  ]>CAB  Sib,  —  Apologies  are  seldom  of  any  uae. 
We  will  delay  till  your  arrival  the  reasons,  good  or 
bad,  which  bave  made  me  such  a  sparing  and  un- 
grateful correspondent.  Be  assured,  for  the  pre- 
sent, that  nothing  has  lessened  either  the  esteem  or 
lore  with  which  I  dismissed  you  at  Harwich.  Both 
have  been  increased  by  all  that  I  have  been  told  of 
yon  by  yourself  or  oUiers ;  and  when  you  return, 
you  wUl  return  to  an  unaltered,  and,  I  hope,  un- 
alterable friend. 

**  All  that  yon  have  to  fear  from  me  is  the  veza* 
lion  of  disappointing  me.  No  man  loves  to  fruv 
tnte  expectations  which  have  been  formed  in  his 
frvour ;  and  the  pleasure  which  I  promise  myself 
firam  yonr  journals  and  remarks  is  so  great,  that 
perhaps  no  d^ree  of  attention  or  discernment  will 
be  iofficient  to  afford  it. 

"  Come  home,  however,  and  take  your  chance. 
I  long  to  see  you,  and  to  hear  you ;  and  hope  that 
we  shall  not  be  so  long  separated  again.  Come 
home,  and  eipect  such  welcome  as  is  due  to  him, 
whom  a  wise  and  noble  curiosity  has  led,  where 
perhaps  no  native  of  this  country  ever  was  before. 

-■  I  have  no  news  to  tell  you  that  can  deserve 
jour  notice;  nor  would  I  willingly  lessen  the 
pleasure  that  any  novelty  may  give  you  at  your  re- 
turn. I  am  afraid  we  shall  find  it  difficult  to  keep 
among  us  a  mind  which  has  been  so  long  feasted 
with  variety.  But  let  us  try  what  esteem  and 
kindnfiw  can  effect. 


1  See  oMii,  p.  169.  n.  1.  —  Cbokkk. 

9  In  the  Life  of  Dr.  Wartomt  p.  3IS.,  we  find  a  letter 
{dated  Jan.  St.  1766)  from  hfan  to  his  brother,  giving  tome 
tujunt  of  Johnson  and  his  sodetv  at  this  period '  —  '*  I  onljr 
dined  vtth  Johnson,  who  seemed  cold  and  indifferent,  and 
scarce  said  Maj  thing  to  me ;  perhaps  he  has  heard  what  I 
•ad  oi  his  Shakespeare,  or  rather  was  offended  at  what  I 
wrote  Co  hhn — as  be  pleases.  Of  all  solemn  coxcombs, 
GoMsnitb  it  the  first ;  yet  sensible-^  bat  affects  to  use  John- 
son's hard  words  in  conversaUon.  We  had  a  Mr.  Djrer  (atiiif 
PL  as.  and  potl,  177.)  who  is  a  scholar  and  a  gentleman. 
Garrick  is  entirely  off  from  Johnson,  and  cannot,  he  says, 
fiwrgive  hin  bia  insinnating  that  he  withheld  his  old 
editimn,  which  alwws  were  open  to  him,  nor  I  suppose  his 
rer  mentioning  hun  in  all  his  works.**     This  coolness 


**  As  your  father's  liberality  has  indulged  you 
with  so  long  a  ramble,  I  doubt  not  but  you  will 
think  his  sickness,  or  even  his  desire  to  see  you,  a 
sufficient  reason  for  hastening  your  return.  The 
longer  we  live,  and  the  more  we  think,  the  higher 
value  we  learn  to  put  on  the  friendship  and  tender- 
ness of  parents  and  of  friends.  Parents  we  can 
have  but  once  ;  and  he  promises  himself  too  much, 
who  enters  life  with  the  expectation  of  finding 
many  friends.  Upon  some  motive,  I  hope,  that 
you  will  be  here  soon ;  and  am  wUling  to  think 
that  it  will  be  an  inducement  to  your  return,  that 
it  is  sincerely  desired  by,  dear  Sir,  your  affectionate 
humble  servant,  Sam.  Johksom." 

[JOHNSON  TO  MISS  PORTER. 

*'  JobnsoD*t  Court,  Fleet  Street,  Jan.  14. 1766. 

'<  DxAK  Madam,  —  The  reason  why  I  did  not 
answer  your  letters  was  that  I  can  please  myself 
with  no  answer.  I  was  loth  that  Kitty  should 
leave  the  house  till  I  had  seen  it  once  more,  and 
yet  for  some  reasons  I  cannot  well  come  during  the 
session  of  parliament.'  I  am  unwilling  to  sell  it, 
yet  hardly  know  why.  If  it  can  be  let,  it  should 
be  repaired,  and  I  purpose  to  let  Kitty  have  part 
of  the  rent  while  we  both  live ;  and  wish  that  you 
would  get  it  surveyed,  and  let  me  know  how  much 
money  will  be  necessary  to  fit  it  for  a  tenant.  I 
would  not  have  you  stay  longer  than  is  convenient, 
and  I  thank  you  for  your  care  of  Kitty. 

"  Do  not  take  my  omission  amiss.  I  am  sorry 
for  it,  but  know  not  what  to  say.  Ton  must  act 
by  your  own  prudence,  and  I  shall  be  pleased* 
Write  to  me  again  ;  I  do  not  design  to  neglect  you 
any  more.  It  is  great  pleasure  for  me  to  hear  from 
you;  but  this  whole  affiur  is  painful  to  me.  I 
wish  you,  my  dear,  many  happy  years.  Give  my 
respects  to  Kitty.  I  am,  dear  Madam,  your  most 
affectionate  humble  servant, 
— P^arttmMSS.  "Sam.  Johnsoh."*] 

I  returned  to  London  in  February,  and 
found  Dr.  Johnson  in  a  good  house  in  John- 
son's Court,  Fleet  Street,  in  which  he  had  ac- 
commodated Miss  Williams  with  an  apartment 
on  the  ground  floor,  while  Mr.  Levett  occupied 
his  post  in  the  garret:  his  faithful  Francis 
was  still  attending  upon  him.  He  received 
me  with  much  kindness.  The  fragments  of 
our  first  conversation,  which  I  have  preserved, 
are  these :  I  told  him  that  Voltaire,  in  a  con- 
versation with  me,  had  distin^shed  Pope  and 
Dry  den  thus:  —  "Pope  drives  a  handsome 
chariot,  with  a  couple  of  neat  trim  nags; 
Dryden  a  coach,    and    six    stately   horses.' 


between  Johnson  and  Warton  was  probablj  not  serious  —  a 
sobsequent  dilTerence  ariiing  out  of  a  dispute  at  Sir  Joshua 
Reynolds's  Uthle  was  more  lasting.  —  Crokbh. 

>  Ic  Is  remarkable  that  Mr.  Gray  has  employed  somewhat 
the  same  imiige  to  characterise  Dryden.  He,  indeed,  fumiihes 
his  car  with  but  two  horses  ;  but  they  are  of "  ethereal 
race:"  — 

**  Behold  where  Dryden'i  less  presumptuous  car 
Wide  o'er  the  flcldi  of  glorv  bear 
Two  coursers  of  ethereal  race, 
With  necks  in  thunder  clothed,  and  long  resounding  pace." 

BOSWBLL. 

Johnson.  In  the  Life  of  Pope,  has  made  a  comparison 
between  him  and  Dryden,  in  the  spirit  of  this  correction  of 
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JoHNSOK.  ^  Why,  Sir,  the  Imth  is,  they  both 
drive  coaches  and  six;  but  Drjden's  horses 
are  either  galloping  or  stumbling :  Pope*8  go 
at  a  steady  even  trot.**  He  said  of  GoldsmitVs 
^'  Traveller,"  which  had  been  published  in  my 
absence,  '*  There  has  not  been  so  fine  a  poem 
since  Pope*s  time.** 

And  here  it  is  proper  to  settle,  with  au-» 
thentic  precision,  what  has  long  floated  in 
public  report,  as  to  Johnson's  being  himself 
the  author  of  a  coDsiderable  part  of  that  poem. 
Much,  no  doubt,  bot^  of  the  sentiments  and 
expression,  were  derived  from  oonvenation 
with  him  * ;  and  it  was  certainly  submitted  to 
his  friendly  revision :  but,  in  Uie  year  1783, 
he,  at  my  request,  markcMl  with  a  pencil  the 
lines  which  he  had  furnished,  which  are  only 
line  420th  :— 

**  To  stop  too  fearful,  and  too  faint  to  go ;  ** 

and  the  concluding  ten  lines,  except  the  last 
couplet  but  one,  which  I  distinguish  by  the 
Italic  character : 

'*  How  small  of  all  that  human  hearts  endure, 
Hiat  part  which  laws  or  kings  can  cause  or  cure  ! 
Still  to  ourselves  in  every  place  consign'd, 
Our  own  felicity  we  make  or  find  : 
With  secret  course,  which  no  loud  storms  annoy* 
Glides  the  smooth  current  of  domestic  joy. 
7%e  lifted  ore,  the  CLgonizing  wheel, 
L%tke*»  tron  croicrn,  aiui  Damien*e  b^  of  steel. 
To  men  remote  from  power,  but  rarely  known. 
Leave  reason,  fiuth,  and  conscience  all  our  own." 

He  added,  '^  These  are  all  of  which  I 
can  be  sure.'*  They  bear  a  small  propor- 
tion to  the  whole,  which  consists  of  four 
hundred  and  thirty-eight  verses.  Goldsmith, 
in  the  couplet  which  ne  inserted',  mentions 
Luke  as  a  person  well  known,  and  superficial 
readers  have  passed  it  over  quite  smoothly; 
while  those  of  more  attention  have  been  as 
much  perplexed  by  Luke  as  by  Lydiat,  in 
*•  The  Vaiuty  of  Human  Wishes,*^  The  truth 
is,  that  Goldsmith  himself  was  in  a  mistake.  In 
the  **  ReMpubUca  Hwigariea^  there  is  an  ac- 
count of  a  desperate  rebellion  in  the  year 
1514,  headed  by  two  brothers  of  the  name  of 
Zeck^  George  and  Luke.  When  it  was  (quelled, 
Oearge,  not  Lvke,  was  punished,  by  his  head 
being  encircled  with  a  red-hot  iron  crown; 
**  coranA  candescentB  firred  coranatur"  •  The 
same  severity  of  torture  was  exercised  on  the 
Earl  of  Athol,  one  of  the  murderers  of  King 
James  I.  of  Scotland  1 


Voltain't  mtUfhor.  It  Is  one  of  tbs  most  beaotlftil  critics] 
pnsMget  tn  our  lasf  uaga,  sad  was  probably  luggwted  to 
Johnson'f  mind  bj  tbU  coaT«rmion,  atthougfa  ho  did  not 
nulio  OM  of  the  samo  Ulottratlon.  ~~  Caoasa.  Johnson  oon- 
domni  the  Imago  In  hit  LIfo  of  Graj.  "  The  car  of  Drydon," 
he  aayi,  **  with  his  two  coursers,  has  nothing  tn  it  pecoUar ; 
It  Is  a  car  In  which  anr  other  rider  may  be  placed."  —  P. 

CCNNIIIOBAW. 

■  This  rests  on  no  anihority  whatever,  and  may  well  be 
doubted.  The  TraeeUer  ts  a  poem  which,  in  a  pecallar 
decree,  seems  written  from  the  personal  obserradon  and 
feelf  net  of  its  author.  ~  CaoKia. 


of  speaktof  of  the  lines  of 
» Johnson^  were  rather 


an 
the 


Dr.  Johnson  at  the  same  time  favoured  me 
\y  marking  the  lines  which  he  furnished  to 
GoldBnuth's  "^  Deserted  Village,**  which  are 
only  the  last  four :  — 

"  That  trade's  proud  empire  hastca  to  swift  decay. 
As  ocean  sweeps  the  1abour*d  mole  away : 
While  self-dependent  power  can  time  defy. 
As  rocks  resist  the  billows  and  the  sky.** 

Talking  of  education,  ^  People  have  now-»- 
days,**  said  he,  "got  a  strange  opinioB  that 
every  thing  should  be  taught  by  lectures. 
Now,  I  cannot  see  that  lectures  can  do  so 
much  good  as  reading  the  books  from  which 
the  lectures  are  taken.  I  know  nothing  that 
can  be  best  tanght  by  lectures,  except  where 
experiments  are  to  be  diown;  Yon  may  teaefa 
chymistry  by  lectures: — you  might  t«i^ 
making  of  shoes  by  lectures  !** 

At  night  I  supped  with  him  at  the  IGire 
tayem,  that  we  might  renew  our  social  in- 
timacy at  the  original  place  of  meeting.  But 
there  was  now  a  considerable  differcBee  in 
his  way  of  living.  Having  had  aa  iUness  \  in 
which  he  was  advised  to  leave  off  wine,  he 
had,  from  that  period,  continued  to  abstain 
from  it,  and  drank  only  water,  or  lemonade. 

I  told  him  that  a  foreign  friend  of  his\ 
whom  I  had  met  with  abroad,  was  so  wretdiedlj 

Eerverted  to  infidelity,  that  he  treated  thte 
opes  of  immortality  with  brutal  levitv ;  and 
said^  "  As  man  dies  like  a  dog,  let  him  lie  like 
a  dog.**  JoHKSOK.  '^  If  he  dies  like  a  dog,  lei  him 
lie  like  a  dog.**  I  added,  that  this  man  said  to  me, 
*^  I  hate  mankind,  for  I  think  myself  one  of  the 
best  of  them,  and  I  know  how  bad  I  am.** 
JoHRBon.  *^  Sir,  he  must  be  very  singular  in 
his  opinion,  if  he  thinks  himself  one  of  the 
best  of  men ;  for  none  of  his  friends  think 
him  so.**  —  He  said,  **  No  honest  man  could 
be  a  Deist ;  for  no  man  could  be  so  after  a 
fair  examination  of  the  proofs  of  Christiamty ." 
I  named  Hume.  Johdson.  "  No,  Sir ;  Hume 
owned  to  a  clergyman  in  the  bishopric  of 
Durham,  that  he  had  never  read  the  New 
Testament  with  attention.**  —  I  mentioned 
Hume*s  notion,  that  all  who  are  happy  are 
equally  happy ;  a  little  mias  with  a  new  gown 
at  a  dancing-^school  ball,  a  general  at  the  head 
of  a  victorious  army,  and  an  orator  aflear 
having  made  an  eloquent  speech  in  a  great 
assembly.  Jobksoh .  **  Sir,  that  all  who  are 
happy,  are  equally  happy,  is  not  true.  A 
peasant  and  a  philosopher  may  be  equally 


insertion  ;  and  It  mast  be  obserred  that  thej  could  ooly  have 
been  atteraUons  of,  or  substitudoas  for  other  Unes,  coavwy- 
ing.  though  perhaps  in  less  eflbottfo  language,  the  s^ae  or 
similar  sentiments.  —  CaoKia. 

s  Mr.  BoswaU  is  in  error.  The  names  of  the  farathcr 
rebels  were  George  and  Lake  J>os«,aadtfaeT  (oratleast 
George)  were  puntshed,  as  stated  In  the  poem.  Ateans  ZtfvA 
(properly  Zari),  was  a  different  person.  .-Jmin  Moubat. 
The  alteration  therefore  which  a  late  editor  of  GoUUmith. 
Mr.  Boltoo  Comey,  has  made,  of  Lmke  into  "  Zceft,**  la 
doubly  Improper.  —  P.  CcmiawoaaM. 

4  Probably  the  severe  flt  of  hypodhoodrla  OMotlooed 
p.  165.  —  CaoKaa. 

»  Probably  Bar0ttl..«>CaQua. 


^T.  57. 


BOSWELL'S  UFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


175 


figd^  bat  not  e^uaUj  happ^,  HappioeM  oeonBts 
in  the  muUiphcity  of  agreeable  confleioiuBe». 
A  peasant  has  not  capacity  for  having  equal 
happineM  with  a  philosopher.  **  I  remember 
this  T«7  question  very  faappity  iOnstrated,  in 
opposition  to  Hume,  by  tne  l&ev.  Mr.  Bobert 
Brown,  at  Utrecht.  ^  A  small  drinking-glass 
and  a  large  one,'*  said  he,  '*  may  be  equaUy 
full;  bat  the  laige  one  holds  more  than  the 


« 1 


Dr.  J<Jinsoa  was  very  kind  this  evening, 
and  said  to  me,  **  You  have  now  lived  fivenmd- 
twenty  years,  and  you  have  ess^ployed  them 
weU.**  "^  Alas,  Sir^"  said  I, '' I  fear  not.  Del 
know  history?  l>o  I  know  mathematiosP 
Do  I  know  law?"  JoHasoir.  ''Whv,  Sir, 
though  yoa  may  know  no  sdenee  so  weu  9»  to 
be  ak^  to  teach  it,  and  no  professkm  so  well 
as  to  be  able  to  idOiom  it,  your  general  mass  of 
knowledge  of  books  and  men  renders  you  very 
c^iable  to  make  yooiaelf  master  of  any  science, 
or  fit  yonneLf  ibr  any  prolesrionJ*  I  men- 
tioned, that  a  gay  friend  had  advised  me  agatnet 
being  a  lawyer,  becaoae  I  should  be  excelled 
by  plodiUng  blockheads.  Jonrsoir.  '^Why, 
Sir,  in  the  tormialary  and  statutory  part  of  law, 
a  plodding  bloekhead  may  ezoel ;  but  in  the 
ingenioas  and  rational  part  of  it,  a  plodding 
blockhead  can  never  ezctt.** 

I  talked  of  the  mode  adopted  by  some  to 
rise  in  the  world,  by  courting  great  men,  and 
asked  him  whether  he  had  ever  submitted  to 
it  JoHNtoir.  ^  Why,  Sir,  I  never  was  near 
enougii  to  great  men,  to  court  them.  You 
maybe  pradently  attached  to  great  men,  and 
yet  independent.  You  are  not  to  do  what  you 
thmk  wrong ;  and.  Sir,  you  are  to  calculate, 
sad  not  pa^  too  dear  for  what  you  get.  You 
must  not  give  a  shilling's  worth  of  coart  for 
sixpence  worth  of  good.  But  if  you  can  get 
a  shiUbig^s  worth  of  good  for  sixpence  worth 
of  court,  yoa  are  a  fooiif  you  do  not  pay  ooort.** 

He  aaid,  **  If  convents  shoold  be  aUowed.at 
all,  th^  should  only  be  retreats  for  persons 
unable  to  serve  the  public,  or  who  have  served 
iL  It  ia  oar  first  duty  to  serve  society  \  and, 
afier  we  have  done  tJiat,  we  man  attend  wholly 
to  the  salvatioa  of  our  own  sools.    A  youthful 


I  WAopHall.  In  diteanliis  tbli  lublcct,  bu  thenme 
inagvt  **  Tct  to  loiiflfe  of  Uiew  hcvrtqlj  degran,  tint  the 
IcMt  h  cl4»rioctf.  So  do  tke$e  peueis  d^gh;  that  all  arefidt-** 
.-EptotlM.  D«clU.cip.6.  II  to  fbooA  sIm  in**  A  Work 
tbe  Bfl««inst**  bf  Charleo  Gibboo.  4Co.  1891  t  •*  The 
ef  hosTcn  are  ntlle  eompwed  to  oesida  flUed  wUk 
-^ott^mmaUiai  for  everle  roan  >bftU  hm%  hla  foil 

tiMre.**~lCAMim.^See  fwii,  Mb  llir.  a4»  I77S, 

Boevdre  own  lae  of  tbia  mcuphar. — CaoKi» 

<  TUe  obesr^adoQ  btt  flven  ofltaee,  m  peemtes  to  mho- 
tioo  the  potcponemenf  or  the  eue  of  onr  ultanoo,  until 


«•  •beold  have  perlbnaed  idl  ovr  datlee  to  todety j  whidi 
weald  be.  In  ihct,  en  a^luumieat  «Sip  die.  But  Dr.  Jobnioa 
«w  ferfkftiw  of  moontSe  retfteinent,  «ad  frooi  tbe  oootext,  ae 


bia 
tbacaa 


it  U  eleer  that  be  moH  ba^e 
from  tbe  world,  and  an  €»• 
was  not  Jnitlflable,  at 
of  oor  doHai  to  Mdaqr  were  unperfbnned. 
Tkjftor,  who  wfll  not  be  Mapeeled  of  worldllneia,  has 
oot  dtolmilar  :  —  **  If  onr  jrootb  be  chaste  and 
and  indnstrlovs,  prooeedlog,  tbnragb  a 
'•!•«  #«i|iisia  old  afOk  then  we 


paadon  for  abstracted  devotion  should  not  be 
encouraged. 

I  introduced  the  subject  of  second  sight, 
and  other  mysterious  manifestations ;  the  ful- 
filment of  which,  I  suggested,  might  happen  by 
chance.  Johnson.  '^  i  es,  Sir,  but  they  have 
happened  so  often  '  that  mankind  have  agreed 
to  tnink  them  not  fortuitous.*' 

I  talked  to  him  a  great  deal  of  what  I  had 
seen  in  Corsica,  and  of  my  intention  to  publish 
an  aocount  of  it.  He  encouraged  me  by  saying, 
'*  You  cannot  go  to  the  bottom  of  the  subject; 
bat  all  that  you  tell  us  will  be  new  to  us. 
Give  us  as  many  anecdotes  as  you  can.*' 

Our  next  meeting  at  the  Mitre  was  on 
Saturday  the  16th  of  February,  when  I  pre- 
sented to  him  my  old  and  most  intimate  friend, 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Temple,  then  of  Cambridge.  I 
having  mentioned  tnat  I  had  passed  some  time 
with  Rousseau  in  his  wild  retreat,  and  having 
quoted  some  remark  made  by  Mr.  Wilkes, 
with  whom  I  had  spent  many  pleasant  hours 
in  Italy,  Johnson  said,  sarcasticiuly,  *^  It  seems, 
Sirorou  have  kept  very  good  company  abroad, 
—  Elousseaa  and  Wilkes?**  Thinking  it  enough 
to  defend  one  at  a  time,  I  said  nothing  as  to 
my  gay  friend,  but  answered  with  a  smile, 
^«My<Kar  Sir,  you  don't  call  Rousseau  bad 
company.  Do  you  really  think  him  a  bad 
man  ?  **  Johnson.  *^  Sir,  if  you  are  talking: 
jestingly  of  this,  I  don't  talk  with  you.  If 
you  mean  to  be  serious,  I  think  him  one  of  the 
worst  of  men ;  a  rascal,  who  ought  to  be 
hunted  out  of  society,  as  he  has  been.  Three 
or  four  nations  have  expelled  him :  and  it  is  a 
shame  that  he  is  protected  in  this  country.** 
B0SWBI.L.  **I  don't  deny.  Sir,  but  that  his 
novel  ^  may,  perhaps,  do  harm ;  but  I  cannot 
think  his  intention  was  bad.**  Jobhson.  **  Sir, 
that  will  not  do.  We  cannot  prove  any  man*s 
intention  to  be  bad.  You  may  shoot  a  man 
throufl^  the  head,  and  say  you  intended  to 
miss  him ;  but  the  judge  will  order  you  to  be 
hanged.  An  alleged  want  of  intention,  when 
evil  ia  committed,  will  not  be  allowed  in  a 
couvt  of  justice.  Bousseau,  Sir,  is  a  very  bad 
msB.  I  would  sooner  sign  a  sentence  'for  his 
transportathm,  than  that  of  any  felon  who  has 


have  lived  our  whole  duration,  and  shall  never  die.**— ITolif 
DjfiHgt  c.  1.  s.  c.  Neither  the  Bishop  nor  0r.  Johnson  coald 
mean  tbatfOH^A  and  owmAootf  should  not  be  reUgiota^  but 
that  tbqr  should  not  be  religious  to  the  eedmeiom  or  the  social 
dntlea  of  Industry,  prudence,  Jte.  See  po$t^  Aug.  19. 1778, 
where  Jofanaon  quotes  from  Heslod,  and  explains  in  this  sense, 

a  UniP  whUb  Bishop  Taylor  bad  perhaps  in  his  mlnd»  and  of 
which  Boswell  there  gives  tUs  translauon :  — 

**  Let  Tonth  In  deeda,  In  counsel  men  engage : 
Prayer  Is  the  proper  duty  of  old  age.'*  —  Ckokbr. 

>  The  fhct  seems  rather  to  be,  that  they  have  happened  so 
iiilBin  that  (however  general  tupentihon  may  be)  there  does 
not  seem  to  be  on  reooitl,  in  the  profane  history  of  the  world, 
one  single  well-anthentlcafeed  Instance  of  such  a  manifestation 
—  not  one  sodi  Instanee  as  oould  command  the  (UU  belief  of 
rational  men.  Althou^  Dr.  Johnson  generally  leaned  to  the 
superstitious  side  of  this  question,  it  will  bo  seen  that  be 

seaslonally  took  a  mora  raUooal  view  of  it Caoan 

*  Lo  Nomoelle  miM$e,  published  In  1761.  —  Cnoasa. 
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cone  from  the  Old  Bailey  these  manj  yean. 
Yes,  I  should  like  to  have  him  work  in  the 
plantations."  Boswbll.  "  Sir,  do  you  think 
him  as  bad  a  man  as  Voltaire?  Johnsoh. 
^  Why,  Sir,  it  b  difficult  to  settle  the  propor- 
tion of  iniauity  between  them." 

This  yiolence  seemed  Tery  strange  to  me, 
who  had  read  many  of  Roussean^s  animated 
writings  with  great  pleasure,  and  even  edifica- 
tion ;  had  been  much  pleased  with  his  society, 
and  was  just  come  from  the  continent,  where 
he  was  very  generally  admired.  Nor  can  I  yet 
allow  that  he  deserves  the  very  severe  censure 
which  Johnson  pronounced  upon  him.  His 
absurd  preference  of  savage  to  civilised  life, 
and  other  singularities,  are  proofs  rather  of  a 
defect  in  his  understanding,  than  of  any  de- 
pravity in  his  heart.*  And  notwithstanding 
the  unfavourable  opinion  which  many  worthy 
men  have  expressed  of  his  '^  Profesnon  de  Foi 
du  Vicaire  Savoyardy**  I  cannot  help  admiring 
it  as  the  performance  of  a  man  full  of  sincere 
reverential  submission  to  Divine  Mystery, 
though  beset  with  perplexing  doubts :  a  state 
of  mind  to  be  viewea  with  pity  rather  than 
with  anger. 

On  his  favourite  subject  of  subordination, 
Johnson  said,  ^  So  far  is  it  from  being  true 
that  men  are  naturally  equal,  that  no  two 
people  can  be  half  an  hour  together,  but  one 
shaU  acquire  an  evident  superiority  over  the 
other."*  ^ 

I  mentioned  the  advice  given  us  by  philo- 
sophersi,  to  console  ourselves,  when  distressed 
or  embarrassed,  by  thinking  of  those  who  are 
in  a  worse  situation  than  ourselves.  This,  I 
observed,  could  not  apply  to  all,  for  there  must 
be  some  who  have  nobody  worse  than  they 
are.  Johnson.  **  Why,  to  be  sure,  Sir,  there 
are ;  but  thev  don*t  know  it.  There  is  no  being 
so  poor  and  so  contemptible,  who  docs  not 
think  there  is  somebody  still  poorer,  and  still 
more  contemptible." 

As  my  stay  in  London  at  this  time  was  very 
short,  I  had  not  many  opportunities  of  being 
with  Dr.  Johnson ;  but  I  felt  my  veneration 
for  him  in  no  degree  lessened,  by  my  having 
seen  nudiontm  kominum  mora  et  urhea?  On 
the  contrary,  by  having  it  in  my  power  to 
compare  him  wiUi  many  of  the  most  celebrated 


I  Bocvell  was  alwajs  enf oiitf  of  notorietlet;  uid  th«  Clp». 
feuittna  of  thU  mlterable  man  had  not  heen  at  thl«  time 
publuhrd.  If  W9  are  to  admit  Mr.  Boawell's  distinction 
r>«-t««M>n  the  mmderitanding  and  the  heart,  it  would  wcra  that 
hii  judgment  on  this  point  ahoold  be  reverted,  fur  Rouftceau'a 
tmder$tandtng  would  probably  have  be«n  tound  enough, 
ir  the  rollv  and  turpitude  of  hi*  heart  had  not  disordered  it. 
I  do  not  thinli  there  It  in  literature  to  hollow  and  uodeaerved 
a  reputation  as  Roatteau*a.  —  CmoRia. 

s  No  mlttake  was  erer  greater,  la  termt  or  In  lubstanee, 
than  that  which  afflnns  the  mMturai  equality  of  mankind. 
Men.  on  the  coiitrAry.  are  bom  so  very  unequal  in  rapacities 
and  powers,  mental  and  corporeal,  that  it  inquires  laws  and 
tite  intututions  of  citil  society  to  bring  them  to  a  state  of 
fnoral  rqiulity.  Soctai  equality —  that  It,  equality  in  pro- 
)<4itir.  power,  rank,  and  rrtiiert  — if  it  were  miraculously 
eitaiilitbed,  could  not  maintain  itself  a  week CaoKsa. 

>  Horace.  («fr  Art.  Port.  142.,)  of  Uljas«a,Uialluston  totbe 
opening  Unci  of  the  Odjtsej,  who,— 


persons  of  Other  countries,  my  admiratiQa  of 
ids  extraordinaiy  mind  was  increased  and  ooa- 
firmed. 

The  roughness,  indeed,  which  someUmes 
appeared  in  nis  mannm,  was  more  strikiDg  to 
me  now,  from  my  having  been  accustomed  to 
the  studied  smooth  complying  habits  of  th« 
continent;  and  I  dearljr  recognised  m  him, 
not  without  respect  for  his  honest  conscientious 
zeal,  the  same  mdignant  and  sarcastical  mode 
of  treating  every  attempt  to  unhinge  or  weaken 
good  principles. 

One    evening,  when    a   young  gentleman 
teased  him  with  an  account  of  the  i^delitj  of 
his  servant,  who,  he  said,  would  not  beUere  the 
scriptures,  because  he  could  not  read  them  in 
the  original  tongues,  and  be  sure  that  they  were 
not  invented.     "Why,  foolish  feUow,]"  «aid 
Johnson,    '^has  he  any  better  authority  he 
almost    every    thing    thai     he   beUevesf** 
BoswKLL.    "  Then  the  vulgar.  Sir,  never  can 
know  they  are  right,  but  must  submit  them- 
selves to  the  learned.**     Johnson.     **To  be 
sure.  Sir.    The  vulgar  are  the  duldren  of 
the  State,  and  must  be  taught  like  children. 
BoBWBix.    "Then,   Sir,  a  poor  Tuik  must 
be  a  Mahometan,  just  as  a  poor  Englishman 
must  be  a  Christian?**     Johrsoit.      ^*Wbv, 
yes,  Sir ;  and  what  then  P     This,  now,  is  etK-b 
stuff*  as  I  used  to  talk  to  mv  mother,  when  I 
first  began  to  think  niTaelf  a  clever  fellow ; 
and  she  ought  to  have  whipi  me  for  it.** 

Another  evening  Dr.  Groldnnith  and  I  c^-^ 
on  him,  with  the  hope  of  prevailing  on  him  tA> 
sup  with  us  at  the  Mitre.    TVe  found  him  in- 
disposed,   and    resolved    not  to  go  abrofiJ. 
"  Come,  then,**  said  Goldsnutli,  "  we  will  w^ 
go  to  the  Mitre  to*night,  since  we  cannot  hiT« 
the  big  man  *  with  us.**      Johnson  then  cali«>i 
for  a  bottle  of  port,  of  which  Goldsmith  tM  1  \ 
partook,  while  our  friend,  now  a  water-drinker, 
sat  by  us.    Goldsioth.     ^  I  think,  Mr.  John- 
son, yon  don*l  go  near  the  theatres  now.    Yo« 
give  yourself  no  more  oonccm  about  a  nev 
play,  than  if  jrou  had  ncrer  had  anvthinz  to 
do  with  the  stage.**    JoHiraoif.     ^\Vhr,  hir, 
our  tastes  greatly  alter.   The  lad  docs  nut  cxi\ 
for  the  chiui's  rattle,  and  the  old  man  do«:4  r<  t 
care  for  the  young  man*s  mistress.'*^  Gouxbmitu 
''Nay,  Sir;  but  your  Muse  was  not  a  i«r>w- 


**  Wandering  from  dim*  to  clime,  oIms  i  >  mt  atniT'd. 
Their  manaan  noted,  and  tbelr  atat«a  »arv««*d'*'  -^T^ 

—  CBOK.BB. 

*  It  nar  be  niipected  that  l>r,  JohnwHi  calW^  thto  -r^  » 
iik  Unf''  iomewliat  hastily,  usd  from  •  dkstrv  of  r«  ^     4 
the  subject  s  for,  no  doubt,  CH«  i»rixMr\f»l«  tttvol^  ed     -«  ^ 
BoaweU'a    Inoulrles  b  one  of  wwry    fai^h   trnt^nrtmnf    -   t 
of  very  frent  difficulty -.  for  It  applie*  not  mfr^ij  lo  tN.  •  r- 
mission  of  the  Ignorant  to  the  tatrrprwtaiMMa  oT  th^  *   '  m* 
but  to  the  degree  of  absolute,  T«rta^  mu^  lit«r«l  fti.Vf    ^  i «   « ■> 
which  human  transcrlpta  of  the  divtit*  insplritt  .«n  «r*      •  ■• 
tied.  This  question  has  a  great  mhmre  tn  cb«>  Ir.h.S-l  »-r     ••^* 
of  some  modem  Germans.  —  C«oaLBm.  lsSt_ifM'.. 

»  These  two  little  words  may  bw  obaai  ■♦^  a*  m«r%«  t-  ^ 
Boswell's  accuracy  in  repArtlng  th«>  vx|>rre«io«it  .^i  -.«• 
aRct.     It  is  a  jocular  Irish  i^hrue.  which,  of  all    J-  •  •       i 
acquaintanret,  no  one,  probablj.  but  CioUirauth  ««>^  •    *  ■  i 
use<l.  —  CaoKKR. 

•  Kr.  Jfacaulay.  la  tbe  Many  bttia««  inimmail    m."   i 
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titute.  **    Joiimov.    **  Sir,  I  do  not  think  she 
wai.    Bat  as  we  sdTuioe  in  the  journey  of  life 
we  drop  some  of  the  things  which  have  pleased 
ns;  whether  it  be  that  we  are  fatigued,  and 
doa*t   chooee  to  carrj  so  manj  thin^  any 
fkrther,  or  that  we  find  other  things  wmch  we 
like  better.**   Boswbix.    *«  Bnt,  Sir,  why  don't 
yov  ff:re  us  something  in  some  other  way?** 
GoumtiTH.    **  Ay,  Su-,  we  have  a  claim  upon 
yoa.**    JoHXsov.    ^  No,  Sir,  I  am  not  obliged 
to  do  any  more.    No  man  is  obliged  to  do  as 
mnch  as  he  can  do.     A  man  is  to  have  part  of 
hia  life  to  himself.    If  a  soldier  has  fought  a 
food  many  campaigns,  he  is  not  to  be  blamed 
if  he  retires  to  ease  and  tranquillity.    A  phy- 
sician, who  has  practised  long  in  a  great  dty^ 
mtj  be  ezcuaed  if  he  retires  to  a  small  town, 
vA  takes  less  practice.    Now,  Sir,  the  good  I 
can  do  by  my  conyersation  bears   the  same 
proportion  to  the  good  I  can  do  by  my  writings, 
that  the  praetioe  of  a  physician,  retured  to  a 
small  town,  does  to  his  practice  in  a  great  city.'* 
JBoawxu..    '^But  I  wonder,  Sir,  you  have  not 
more  plearare  in  writing  than  in  not  writing.'* 
JoHxaov.    ^  Sir,  yon  may  wonder." 

He  talked  of  making  yerses,  and  obsenred, 
**  Hie  great  difficulty  is,  to  know  when  you 
haye  made  good  ones.  When  composiiu;,  I 
haye  generally  had  them  in  my  mind,  per&ps 
fifty  at  a  time,  walking  up  and  down  in  my 
room;  and  then  I  have  written  them  down, 
and  often,  ftom  laziness,  haye  written  only  half 
linesu  I  haye  written  a  hundred  lines  in  a  day. 
I  remember  I  wrote  a  hundred  lines  of  *  The 
Vanity  of  Human  Wishes*  in  a  day.  Doctor,** 
tnywwtg  to  Goldsmidi,  **!  am  not  quite  idle ;  I 
made  one  line  t*other  day;  but  I  made  no 
mote."    CiouMMiTii. ''Let  us  hear  it:  well 

Ct  a  bad  erne  to  it.**    Johxsoh.   ^'No,  Sir ;  I 
ve  Ibrgot  it.** 

Soch  specimens  of  the  easy  and  playful  oon- 
yemtiott  of  the  great  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson 
are,  I  think,  to  be  priced;  as  exhibiting  the 
little  yarietaes  of  a  mind  so  enlarged  and  so 
powerful  when  objects  of  oonseqoence  re- 
quired its  exertions,  and  as  girinff  us  a 
minute  knowledge  of  his  character  and  modes 
of  thinking. 


deOcMj,  In  omlttliis.  In  ooe  or  two  inttaneM, 

jMCiCO,  wad  In  ■aMtltudnf,  In  two  or  throo 

r  a  eoorto  word,  a  more  deeoroot  oqolralmt ;  and 

I  partlcalarlj  Ibo  Mnmiloo  of  *^^  Uromg  aid- 

Jbigluk  woHk  fiumiSmr  lo   sli  who  rtad  their 

.**    U  woold  bo  ouf.  I  think,  to  rofuto  Mr.  lUeaulay't 

Indplo*  and  to  ezpoM  his  oquallr  lophiitlcal  and 

alloaido  to  tho  BikU  i  tNit  1  iball  hore  eontont 

■wMtf  wttli  r"'«^«»f  Om  contrarj  «Dtborit j  of  Sir  Waltor 
Scott,  and  tboaothor  oftho  LItos  of  Borka  and  Goldiniith» 
whow  korfag.  iteeo  bt  edition  and  Mr.  Maeaulay'i  Reriew 
www  pnbUSed,  fft*******  toqooto  Mnaeof  tboM  peitagea, 
eJiiplaiil  mr  itierro :  and  1  am  coot looed  that  the  pobllc  at 
bne  matt  anrovo  of  ny  endearoor  to  remore  from  thlt 
^tiiitktftil  booa  the  few  oxpreMlons  that  might  oAnd  femalo 


4elic3>cT 
Mr     - 


lameorry,  bowerer,  to  sav, 
"  gtfOttm  cU^-fukioiittd  % 
•e  interwoven  wttb  the  eootext,  that  \  could  not  re» 


'• 


that  one  or  two  of 
trerdf '*  itin  remain. 


wttltoot  too  much  laoeratioo..-CaoBftB. 

>  Mr.  Z^nftoo'e  eideit  lister — CaoaiB. 

>  Mr.  Boria  eamo  Into  Parllameut  under  the  empicet  of 
of  Kodktngbam,  In  the  year  1766.  —  CaocBR. 


JOHNSON  TO  LANGTON, 
At  Langion,  near  SpU^. 

*  Johnion't  Court,  Fleet  Street.  Mirch  9. 1766. 

«  DsAK  Sia,  —  What  your  friends  haTC  done, 
that  from  your  departure  till  now  nothing  has  been 
heard  of  you,  none  of  us  are  able  to  inform  the  rest; 
but  as  we  are  all  neglected  alike^  no  one  thinks 
himself  entitled  to  the  privilege  of  eomplunt 

**  I  should  have  known  nothing  of  you  or  of 
Langton,  from  the  time  that  dear  Miss  Langton ' 
left  us,  had  not  I  met  Mr.  Simpson,  of  Lineoln, 
one  day  in  the  street,  by  whom  I  was  informed  that 
Mr.  Langton,  your  mamma,  and  yourself  had  been 
all  ill,  but  that  you  were  all  recorered. 

"  That  sickness  should  suspend  your  corre- 
qiondenee,  I  did  not  wonder ;  but  hoped  that  it 
would  be  renewed  at  your  recovery. 

•*  Since  you  will  not  infenn  us  where  you  are, 
or  how  you  live^  I  know  not  whether  you  desire  to 
know  any  thing  of  us.  However,  I  will  tell  you 
that  TBB  Club  subsists;  but  we  have  the  loss  of 
Burke's  company  since  he  has  been  engaged  in 
public  business',  in  which  he  has  gained  more  re- 
putation than  perhaps  any  man  at  his  [first]  ap. 
pearanee  ever  gained  before.  He  made  two 
speeches  in  the  House  for  repealing  the  Stamp 
Act,  which  were  publicly  comooeDded  by  Mr.  Pitt, 
and  have  filled  the  town  with  wonder. 

**  Burke  is  a  great  man  by  nature,  and  is  ex- 
pected soon  to  attain  civil  greatness.  I  am  grown 
greater  too,  for  I  have  maintained  the  newspapers 
these  many  weeks ' ;  and  what  is  greater  still,  I 
have  risen  every  morning  since  New-year's  day, 
at  about  eight :  when  I  was  up,  I  have,  indeed, 
done  butlitUe;  yet  it  is  no  slight  advaneement  to 
obtain,  for  so  many  hours  more^  the  consciousness 
of  being. 

**  I  wish  you  were  in  my  new  study ;  I  am  now 
writing  the  first  letter  in  it.  I  think  it  looks  very 
pretty  about  me.^ 

**  Dyer  *  is  constant  at  tbs  Club  ;  Hawkins  is 
remiss ;  I  am  not  over  diligent ;  Dr.  Nugent,  Dr. 
Goldsmith,  and  Mr.  Reynolds  are  very  constant 
Mr.  Lye*  is  printing  his  Saxon  and  Gothic  Dic- 
tionary :  all  rax  Club  subscribers. 

**  Tou  will  pay  my  respects  to  all  my  Lincoln- 
shire friends.  I  am,  dear  Sir,  most  aifectionately 
yoursy 

Sam;  JoHvaox." 


a  Probsbly    with    eritlctanu   on    bit    Sbskcneaie.— 

«  He  entered  this  itodf  7tb  Msrcb.  17W.  with  a  vrsyer 
'*OmemterimtNo9mmMm$emm.-  Pr.  mtd  Mei.v.a.  BalL 
.—  CaoKsa. 

■  Ssnoei  Dver.  Eiq.,  a  most  lesmed  snd  Ingenlons  mem- 
ber of  tlm  **  Lltervy  Clnb,**  for  wboee  mderitandlng  and 
attainmenu  Dr.  Johnion  bad  great  respect.  He  died  Sepcl4. 
1771  A  more  particular  aeeooot  of  tnis  gentleman  may  be 
found  In  a  Note  on  the  Life  of  Diyden,  p.  186..  prefixed  to 
tlie  edition  of  that  greet  wrltert'e  Prose  Works,  In  four 
volumes.  8to.  1800 :  in  which  his  character  Is  rindicated,  and 
the  very  unfavourable  representation  of  it,  given  by  Sir  John 
Hawkins  In  hb  Life  qf  JokmeoMt  pp.  SSS.  S82.,  is  minutely 
eaamlned.  —  Malonb. 

•  Edward  Lye  was  bom  in  1704.  He  published  the  St§* 
mohgieum  JngUeatmrn  of  Junius.  His  great  work  is  that 
referred  to  above,  which  he  was  printing ;  but  he  did  not  live 
to  see  the  publication.  He  died  In  1767,  and  the  Dictionary 
was  published,  in  1773,  by  the  Rev.  Owen  Manning,  author 
of  the  HiHorp  and  AtUiquitiee  <tf  Surrey,  —  Cboksb. 
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JOHNSON  TO  LANGTON, 

Ai  iMmg/tom, 

"*  JolwMD'f  Court,  FlOTt  StrMl»  Maf  la  17G6. 
•'  DiAB  Su, — la  suppoMog  thai  I  tbould  be 
mora  than  eomaoBly  affeolMl  by  tht  death  of  Pen- 
gi-iDt  Langton  \  you  were  not  mictaken ;  he  was 
one  of  thoea  whom  I  loved  at  once  by  batinet  and 
by  reaaon.  I  have  aeldom  indulged  more  hope  of 
any  thii^  th«i  of  being  able  to  improve  our  ac- 
quaintanee  to  fiiaodsbip.  Many  a  time  have  I 
placed  myielf  again  at  iiangtoo,  and  imagined  the 
pleasure  with  whieh  I  iboiHd  walk  to  Partney  '  in 
a  summer  moning  ;  but  thia  is  no  longer  posriUe 
We  must  now  eodeaTour  to  preserre  what  is  left 
OS,  — his  example  of  piety  anid  eeenomy.  I  hope 
you  make  what  inquiries  you  can.  and  write  down 
what  is  told  you.  The  little  things  which  dis- 
tinguish dmniiifie  characters  are  soon  forgotten: 
if  you  delay  to  inquiry  you  will  have  no  informa- 
tion ;  if  you  ncgloet  to  write,  infoimaiion  will  be 


1  Mr.  Laagton^  nnds — BoflWSLL. 

s  The  place  of  rMtdiocs  of   Mr.  PeiegrliM 
—  DoawsLL. 

*  Mr.  LaofftoD  41d  not  dlarofard  the  counsel  given  bj  Dr. 
JohDMo,  but  wrote  sa  eeeount  wbkb  bo  baa  boon  plooaod  lo 
eoararantcsto  to  no*— 

**  The  dreuiBttance*  of  Mr.  Fer^rlno  Langton  were  thoio. 
Ho  bad  an  annuitjr  for  life  of  two  hundred  poundi  per  annum. 
He  roaided  in  avIUago  in  Liooolnftbiro :  the  rent  of  hia  houao. 
with  two  or  three  small  fields,  was  twenty-eight  pounds:  the 
coontj  he  lived  in  was  not  more  than  moderately  cheap  ;  his 
fiunllf  eooaUtod  of  a  aistor,  who  paid  him  eighteoo  pooads 
annually  for  her  board,  and  a  niece.  The  serranu  were  two 
maids,  and  two  men  lo  Uverr.  His  common  way  of  Urtng.  at 
his  tjMe.  was  three  or  (bur  dishes  ;  the  appurtenaneoi  to  his 
table  wore  neat  and  bandaome;  be  Arequmtir  eatortalaed 
company  at  dinner,  and  then  his  table  was  well  served  with 
as  many  dithes  as  were  usual  at  the  tables  of  the  other  gen- 
tlemen tn  the  neighbourhood.  His  own  apoeannee,  as  to 
clothes,  was  gentrelly  neat  and  i^aia.  Ue  baa  always  a  poat- 
chalse,  and  kept  three  horses. 

**  Such,  with  the  resources  I  have  mentioned,  was  hit  way 
of  llvina.  which  he  did  not  au0br  to  employ  his  whole  in- 
eome :  for  he  had  always  a  turn  of  money  lying  by  him  for 
any  extrnonUnary  esprnsa  that  might  arise.  Some  money 
be  pot  Into  the  stocks }  at  bis  death,  the  sum  he  had  there 
amounted  to  one  hundred  and  fldy  pouoda.  He  purchased 
out  of  his  Income  hta  hoosehold  fUmiture  and  Unen.  of  which 
latter  he  had  a  very  amnio  ttore ;  and.  as  I  am  assured  by 
those  that  bad  very  goon  means  of  knowing,  not  leas  than 
the  tenth  part  of  his  lucomo  was  set  apart  for  charity :  at  the 
time  of  his  deeSh,  the  sum  of  twenty-five  pounds  was  (bond, 
with  a  direction  to  be  employed  in  such  uses. 

**  He  had  laid  down  a  plan  of  living  proportioned  to  his 
faieome.  and  did  not  practise  any  extraordinarv  degree  of 

Klmooy,  but  endeavoured  that  In  his  family  there  should 
leety  wHbooK  waste.  Aa*n  faistance  that  this  was  his 
endeavour.  It  may  be  worth  while  to  mention  a  method  he 
took  in  reeoladng  a  proper  aUowaaee  of  malt  llqaor  to  be 
drunk  in  his  fomily,  that  there  might  not  be  a  deficiency,  or 
say  latemporate  profiuion.  Oa  a  complaint  made  that  his 
alwwaaee  of  a  bogabead  in  a  month  was  not  eaoogb  for  his 
own  fomlly,  be  ordered  the  quantity  of  a  hogshead  to  ha  mrt 
lale  bottlaa»  had  it  lookad  up  from  Ibo  servants,  sad  dis- 
lei  em,  eveiy  4ty,  elf  bt  qnarta,  wMcb  U  the  quantity 
day  el  oee  bogabead  m  a  saoath ;  sad  told  bla  smiaata. 


that  U  that  dM  not  auAco,  bo  would  allow  them  more ;  but, 
by  this  method,  U  appeared  at  ooee  that  the  allowaaco  was 
more  tbaa  suttcleat  for  hia  small  Camiiy  i  and  this 
a  clear  eativlctftoa.  that  eould  not  bo  answered,  and 
aaved  all  Aatura  diapole.  Ho  was,  in  general,  very  diligently 
sad  poBctunlly  attended  and  obeyed  by  his  servants  {  he  was 
very  considerate  as  to  the  Injunctions  he  gavo,  and  explained 
dtoiloelly  \  and.  at  their  firat  coming  to  hia  service, 
'  a  doee  eompllaneo  vritb  thees.  withoal  any 
;  ana  the  aervaata,  lodlug  tMa  to  bo  the  caae.  aoon 
■www  babltaalty  Meuatomed  lo  the  practleo  of  their  hustocae, 
and  then  very  Uulo  forther  attention  was  neoeeaary.  On 
extraordlaa«7  Instanem  of  good  behaviour,  or  dillgOTtt  ser- 
vice, be  waa  not  wanUng  In  particular  encouragements  and 


flieaiiuye] 
samlMkm 


art  of  life  certainly  dceerres  to  be  known 
and  studied.  He  lived  in  plenty  and  elegance  npon 
an  income  which,  to  many,  would  appear  indigent, 
and  to  most,  scanty.  How  be  lived*  thsrdbre, 
awry  man  has  an  interest  in  knowing.  Hii  desth* 
I  hope^  wes  peaceful ;  ii  was  surely  happy. 

'*  I  wish  I  had  written  sooner,  lest,  writing  now, 
I  should  renew  your  grief;  but  I  would  not  Car- 
bear  saying  what  I  have  now  sud. 

**  This  loss  is,  I  hope,  the  only  mislbrtuae  of  a 
family  to  whom  no  misfortune  at  sll  should  happen, 
if  my  wishes  could  avert  it  Let  me  know  how 
you  all  go  on.  Has  Mr.  Langton  got  him  th« 
little  horse  that  I  reeommendol?  ft  would  do 
him  good  to  ride  about  his  estate  in  fine  weather. 

**  Be  pleased  to  make  my  oompliments  to  Mra. 
Langton,  and  to  dear  Mim  f^angton,  and  Bfias  Di, 
and  Miss  Juliet,  and  to  erery  body  else. 

*•  Tmb  Clob  holds  very  well  together.  Monday 
is  my  night*  I  continue  to  rise  tolerably  well, 
and  read  more  than  I  did.  I  hope  eomcthiitg  will 
yet  come  on  it.  I  am,  Sir,  your  moataflVetlonnte 
servant^  Sail.  Ji 


above  their  wages :  It  Is  remarkable  that  be  woe*  1 
permit  their  relations  to  visit  them,  and  stay  at  bis  bcHu^     , 
two  or  three  days  at  a  time.  \ 

"  The  wosider,  with  most  thet  hear  an  auiaeat  of  kte 


economy,  will  be,  how  he  was  able,  with  such  an  lacnme,  to 
do  to  much,  especlallv  when  it  is  considered  that  bw  pai4  r-'t 
everything  ha  Bad.    Ue  had  no  land,  escape  the  two  or  thi 


snuO  fields  which  I  have  said  he  rented;  and,  iasteed  of  gaut^     | 
ing  any  thing  by  their  produce,  I  have  laaaan  to  think  hm  lu«t 


by  them ;  however,  they  fumiahed  him  with  no  tarther  ^ 
sfitanee  towards  his  housekeeping,  than  grass  for  bla  borawn 
fnot  bay,  for  that  I  know  he  twoght), and  for  two  oows. 
Every  Monday  naomtoff  be  settled  hta  umlly  aeeowncs.  a3>4 


BO  kept  up  a  constant  attention  to  the  confining  hU  «-apc. 
within  hia  ineome  ;  and  to  do  it  more  exactly,  con^f  x 


thoae  expeases  with  a  computation  be  had  nudtv  boi 
that  tnoomo  would  alfbrd  him  every  week  and  dny 
year.    One  of  bla  economical  praetlcea  was,  aa 


bow  wti*'  f 


t"-. 


repair  waa  wantingln  or  about  his  hoosa^  lo  bawe  it 

ately  performed.    vThen  he  had  money  to  span^  he  cfa<«»» 

lay  la  a  provision  of  linen  or  clothes,  or  any  other  n 

sairles  {  aa  then,  he  said,  he  could  afford  It  wbkb 

not  be  so  well  able  to  do  when  the  actual  want 

conaequence  of  which  method,  be  bad  a 

of  neoeeaary  articlea  lying  by  bksa,  beside  wfaas 

**  But  the  nuln  particular  that  seems  to  have  eftalidud  h. 
to  do  ao  much  with  his  Income,  was,  that  bo  paM  for  w«*r^ 
thing  as  soon  sa  be  had  It,  except  aloae, 
accounts,  auch  aa  rent  for  his  honsa,  and 
and  these  he  paM  at  the  sUted  tfanes  with  the  utmoec  rm 
nesa.  He  gave  notice  to  the  liadmmsn  of  the 
market  towns,  that  they  should  ao  longer  hsvn  bin 
If  they  let  aay  of  bis  servants  have  anv  thing  witlH>ut  -h  -  <» 
paying  for  It.  Thus  he  put  it  out  of  bis  powsrt»«Bw.« 
those  Imprudences  lo  which  thoM  are  liatrfe.  that  deJai  a.'h  •  » 
paymenta  by  using  their  money  some  other  wav  tltaa  «  \  -  — »| 
U  ought  to  go.  And  whatever  money  be  had  by  aim  bo  k.^M'  wi 
that  ft  was  not  demanded  elsewhere,  bet  that  m  saAgfot  mmim  j 
employ  It  as  he  pleased. 

**  Uu  example  waa  confined,  by  tbe  saqasHseeA  yt^a    ^ 
his  abode,  to  the  obaerratlon  of  few.  though  bis 
virtue  would  have  made  it  valuable  to  aU  wl 
known  It    These  ibw  particulars,  which  I 
have  obtafamd  fhia  thoae  who  lived  wfib 
Instnaedon,  and  be  an  incentive  to  tbtt 
which  he  so  successfully  practised."-. 

With  all  our  respect  for  Mr.  Baanet  LaD«loe^ 
lodged  character  for  accuracy  and  vevadty,    U 
something.  In  the  foregoing  relatloo,  abaolasely 
henstble — a  house,  a  good  table,  f^equsat 
servanu  (two  of  them  men  la  Uvery),  a  camagw  ane  e 
horses  on  two  hundrvd  pounds  a  jear  I    Ccooemy  ^b4  v>« 
monev  payments  will  do  much  to  dtaslalili 
but  what  efliprt  can  they  have  bad  on  rent 
other  MTWMMewr  chargm  of  a 
aaent  f  —  Csosxa. 

«  Of  hU  being  In  the  cbair  oC  the  Utetvy  Cli 
thia  time  met  once  a  week  In  the  eveatng.  - 
The  dsg  waa  soon  after  changed  lo  FlrldBV*-* 


wise  sff^7l>««^^ 
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CHAPTER  XX. 
1765—1767. 

T%eah  —  Shufy    9f  ika    Law.  —  Rath 
Fmn.  —  Streoiham.  —  Oxford.  —  X^fubn  Im» 
^mtmtmH   —  DedieatioHM.  —  Mn.    fFiUiaau^s 
MiMttBama.  —  Mr.  WtUiam  Drummomd. —  TVom- 
of  At  BibU  into  the   GatHe.  —^  Cau  of 
r.  —  Dr.  JtobertooH. —  Cuihbtrt   S^w, — 
JETcrwy.*— JUbi«m*«  ItOerviow  wkk  George 
VUU  to  LichJieU.  -^  Death  of  Catherine 
Ckamber*.  —  Lexipkamee.  —  Mrw.  Attam, 

Atter  I  had  been  some  time  in  Scotland,  I 
mentioned  to  bam  in  a  letter  tbat  ^  On  mjr  first 
retom  to  mj  native  country,  after  some  years 
of  ahacncp,  I  was  told  of  a  vast  number  of  mj 
acquamtaoce  who  were  all  gone  to  the  land  of 
fi>mtfiikieBB,  and  I  found  myself  like  a  man 
sta&ing  OYfsr  a  field  of  battle,  who  every 
moment  perceives  some  one  lying  dead.**  I 
complained  of  irresc^ution,  and  mentioned  my 
having  made  a  vow  as  a  security  ibr  good  con- 
duct. I  wrote  to  him  again  without  being 
able  to  move  his  indolence:  nor  did  I  hear 
from  him  tin  he  had  reodved  a  copy  of  my 
inaagund  Ezerdse,  or  Thesis  in  Cml  Law, 
whi<£  I  published  at  my  admission  as  an  Ad- 
vocate, aa  u  the  custom  in  Scotiand.  He  then 
wrote  to  me  as  foUows : — 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

*■  LoodoD,  Aagnit  10. 1761 
<■  'Dbas  Su»—  Hieieoeptioo  of  your  Theus  put 
ne  ia  vind  of  ny  debt  to  you.  Why  did  you 
•  .  •*  I  will  punish  you  for  it,  by  telling 
yon  that  yam  Laim  vaats  correctioa.'  In  the 
begiaaiii&  S^i  oiUrm^  not  to  ufge  that  it  should 
he  §wimm,  is  not  gnunmatical;  oUerm  should  be 
oilert.  Ill  the  nest  line  you  seem  to  use  gemu  ah* 
Sfolvtely,  fiv  what  we  call  famifyj  tbat  is^  for  ifiki- 

I    doubt    without    authority. 

ert^MM,  for  mcffif  orU  mnjoribuMt  or 

is,  as  I  am  afraid,  barbaioos.  —  Bud- 

*■  I  have  now  vexed  you  enough,  and  will  try  to 
please  yo^  Tour  resolution  to  obey  your  fitther 
I  sincerely  approve ;  but  do  not  accustom  yourself 
to  mriiain  your  volatility  by  vows;  tbey  will 
sometime  leave  a  thorn  in  voor  mind,  which  you 
pdhapsb  never  be  able  to  extract  or  ^ect. 
it  is  of  great  importance. 


CBrittadsUodad  tosprlTatctnniaction.— 

«  TUs  censore  of  ny  Latfn  relatm  to  the  dedlcatlaa,  whldi 
vss  ss  ftillowi: — ^*' vhro  DoMitilmo,  onistliBhno,  Josniri, 
TlecooBBlti  MoaRtimsrt.  atsTlt  edito  rasKMit,  cscslueftdnlUa 
4m  Bute  apei  aUnwi  Ishents  leado,  omnn  homliiM  nrnOimt 

oplbat  agfredlmitar,  iiaguhils  sn- 


tl^Hi  et  t**iir*i^*  ssnper  ncnorit   oMilhini   ipt#iidorani 
vlrtMtlbai  sqgcatl^,  ad  pobllca  popoU  eomttla  jsn  Mfato ;  ia 

K  Brltaenue  Moahi,  lors  hanBdluiris^ 
faiitam  tstIA  docmnA  proraoTsots* 


.  pradlto :  pritcA  tde,  anf  mo  Hbor- 
riflM.  cK  snmm  stavaattt  iBslgDl :  fn  Italte  ffettandc  ItliMro 
socio  mo  haoaniUmboot  haaeo  )uriiprud«nti»  primltias, 
dcvtodittliBs  wpfcaiw  ot  obMmntic,  noniuBSBtiui,  D.  Da 
C.  Q.  JoBolbm  BosweU."— BoawatL. 


**  The  study  of  the  law  is  what  you  very  justly 
terra  xt»  copious  and  generous* ;  aod  ia  adding  your 
name  to  its  professors,  you  hare  done  exactly  what 
I  always  wished,  when  I  wished  you  best  I  hope 
that  you  will  continue  to  pursue  it  vigorously  and 
constantly.  You  gain,  at  least,  what  is  no  small 
advantage^  security  from  those  troublesome  and 
wearisome  discontents,  which  are  always  obtruding 
themselves  upon  a  mind  vacant,  unemployed,  and 
undetermined. 

^  You  ought  to  think  it  no  small  inducement  to 
diligence  and  perseverance,  that  they  will  plttse 
your  &ther.  We  all  live  upon  the  hope  of  pleas- 
ing somebody^  and  the  pleasure  of  pleasing  ought 
to  be  greatest,  and  at  last  always  will  be  greatest, 
when  our  endeavours  are  exerted  in  consequence  of 
our  duty. 

"  Life  is  not  long,  and  too  mocb  of  it  must  not 
pass  in  idle  delibenttion  bow  it  shall  be  spent :  de- 
liberation which  those  who  begin  it  by  prudence, 
and  continue  it  with  subtilty,  must,  after  long  ex- 
pense of  thottfffat,  conclude  by  chance.  To  prefer 
one  future  mode  of  life  to  another,  upon  Just  reasons, 
requires  fiunhies  which  it  has  not  pleased  our 
Creator  to  give  ub. 

**  If,  therefore,  the  profession  you  have  chosen 
has  some  unexpected  inconveniences,  console  your- 
self by  reflecting  that  no  profession  is  without 
them ;  and  that  all  the  importunities  and  perplexities 
of  business  are  softness  and  luxury,  compared  with 
the  incessant  cravings  of  vacancy,  and  the  nnaetis- 
fiictory  expedients  of  idleness.  — 

*  Hsec  sunt  quas  nostrft  potui  te  voce  monere ; 
Vade,  age.'  • 

**  As  to  your  History  of  Corsica,  you  have  no 
materiah  which  others  have  not,  or  may  not  have. 
You  have,  somehow  or  other,  warmed  your  imagi- 
nation. I  wnh  there  were  some  cure,  Kke  ^ 
lover*s  leap,  for  all  heads  of  which  some  single  idea 
has  obtained  an  unreasonable  and  irregular  pcsscs- 
sion.  Mind  your  own  aflhirs,  and  leave  the  Corsi- 
cans  to  theirs.  -^  I  am,  dear  iKr,  your  most  humble 
servant,  Sam.  Jemrsoir.'* 

BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

**  Aochinlech,  Nor.  6. 1 766. 

**  MircH  xsTBaMXD  ATKD  DXAa  Six,  —  I  plead  not 
guilty  to        .....        .' 

'*  Having  thns,  I  hope,  cleared  myself  of  the 
charge  brought  agahat  me,  I  presume  yon  will  not 
be  displeased  if  I  escape  the  punishment  which  you 
have  decreed  Ibr  me  unhesrd.  If  you  have  di»- 
charged  the  arrows  of  critieiBm  against  an  innocent 
man,  you  must  rejoice  to  find  they  have  missed 
him,  or  have  not  been  pointed  so  as  to  wound  him. 


*  He  nj9  RudMmom  (a  groat  tTamnMilsa)  it  deai^-.9M  fa 
fanamr  6mf  it  wst  said  tbit  JMKkm't  kead  irot  kroken. 
BoddinMn,  who  was  bom  In  1S74,  h«l   died  la    1757 

OSOKSll. 

«  Thft  SIlQdM  to  Iho  tint  MOtonco  of  the  Proontian  of 
my  Ttaoib.  **  JarioprodentUi  ttodlo  naUnm  oborlus,  DuUum 
lenonwhu:  in  l«gfem  enfan  a«ltaMlU,  jpopolorum  niores. 
varfasqoo  foitona  vjcai  ex  qnibus  tefos  orwatar,  eoBtssaplan 


^  H«G sttDt  qua noftra  Itoaf  ts  voes aoaerot 

Tkeae  ore  the  eotauela  Hat  otg  woice  mow  gi9e  i 
Go  — JWtov  Oem.  ~  £&.  Ti.  461 . 

*  The  paoMM  onltted  expldoed  the  Iraafaetlon  to  whUk 
the  precodiag  letter  bad  aUuded.  — >  Boswau.. 
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"  To  talk  no  longer  in  allegory,  I  am,  with  all 
deference,  going  to  offer  a  few  obsenrations  in  de- 
fence of  my  L«tin,  which  you  hare  found  ikult 
with. 

"  Tou  think  I  should  hare  used  spei  primm  in- 
stead of  ipei  altera.  Spa  is,  indeed,  often  used  to 
express  something  on  which  we  have  a  future  de- 
pendence, as  in  Virg.  Eclog.  LI.  14.  — 

•  .— .  modo  namque  gemellos 
S^p^fi^  givgiB*  ah  I  silioe  in  nudk  oonniza  reliquit :' 

and  in  Georg.  iii.  1.  473.  — 

<  Spemqmt  gregemque  simul/ 

for  the  lambs  and  the  sheep.  Yet  it  b  also  used  to 
express  any  thing  on  which  we  have  a  present  de- 
pendence, and  is  well  applied  to  a  man  of  distin- 
guished influence,  —  our  support,  our  refuge,  our 
pratidiwn,  as  Horace  calls  Maeenas.  So,  JCneid 
xU.  L  57.,  Queen  Amata  addresses  her  son-in-law, 
Tumus :  —  *  Spes  tu  nunc  una  .*'  and  he  was  then 
no  future  hope,  for  she  adds,  — 

< decus  imperiumque  Latin! 

Te  penes ; ' 

which  might  hare  been  said  of  my  Lord  Bute  some 
years  ago.  Now  I  consider  the  present  Earl  of 
Bute  to  be  *  ExetUa/amUim  d«  Bute  spes  prima ;  * 
and  my  Lord  Mountstuart,  as  his  eldest  son,  to  be 
*tpe$  altera.*  So  in  iBneid  xii.  L  168.,  after  having 
mentioned  Pater  JEneas,  who  was  the  present  spes, 
the  reigning  spes,  as  my  German  friends  would  say, 
the  tpu  pn'mo,  the  poet  adds,  — 

'  £t  juxta  Aaeaniu8»  magna  ipei  ottera  Ronue.* ' 

**  Tou  think  aUerm  ungrammatical,  and  tell  me 
it  should  hare  been  atteru  You  must  recollect, 
that  in  old  times  alter  was  declined  regularly ;  and 
when  the  ancient  fragments  preserved  in  the  Jurie 
CiviUe  Fontee  were  written,  it  was  certainly  de- 
clined in  the  way  that  I  use  it  This,  I  should 
think,  may  protect  a  lawyer  who  writes  akerm  in  a 
dissertation  upon  part  of  his  own  science.  But  as 
I  could  hardly  venture  to  quote  fragments  of  old 
law  to  so  clasucal  a  man  as  Mr.  Johnson,  I  have 
not  made  an  accurate  search  into  these  remains,  to 
find  examples  of  what  I  am  able  to  produce  in 
poetical  composition.  We  find  in  Plant.  Rudens» 
act  iiL  scene  4.  — 

'  Nam  huio  alterm  patria  qusi  sit  profeeto  nescio.' 

Plautus  as,  to  be  sure,  an  old  comic  writer ;  but  in 
the  days  of  Scipio  and  Lelius,  we  find  Terent. 
Heautontim.  act  iL  scene  3.  — 

'  *—  hoc  ipsa  in  itineie  alterm 
Dum  narrat,  forte  audivi.' 


I  It  Is  very  ttrtnge  tbst  Johoion,  vbo  In  hit  tottor  quotes 
tlM  JEd«UI«  tboold  Dot  have  rscolleetod  this  obvious  and  4o- 
cblva  authority  for  gpet  altera^  nor  jot  th«  remarkablo  uao  of 
Cheio  words,  Httribotcd  to  deero,  bf  Serriut  and  Donatua ; 
the  exprsttloot  of  the  latCor  are  oondusivo  in  Mr.  Bosweirs 
Ikvour :  —  Ai  emm  Cieero  fuoedam  oemtf  (  Firgilii)  audiaett 
in  fine  mft:  *  Magna  ipet  altera  Horaa.'  —  Q,ua$i  ijuelifigu^ 
Latimm tpetprima/MtM^. ei  hiaro  fkiurut  eeset  Mcunoa.*' 
Dooat.  vlt  Vir.  f  41.  ^Caoata. 

s  Seeoni^,  p.  118.  — C. 

s  Mrt.  Plof  si  savi,  **  In  the  year  1766.  Mr.  Johnioa*!  health 
grew  to  bad,  that  he  eould  not  stir  out  of  hit  room.  In  the 
court  he  Inhabited,  for  many  ureeks  together— I  think 
moniki^  Mr.  nirale't  attentions  and  my  own  now  beeame 
to  aoeeptable  to  him,  that  he  oftni  lamented  to  ut  the  hor- 
rible condition  of  hit  mind,  which  be  tald  wai  nearly  dis> 


**You  doubt  my  having  authority  for  using 
penue  absolutely,  for  what  we  call  famUy^  that  is, 
fi>r  VhatriomM  extraction.  Now  I  take  genus  in 
Latin  to  have  much  the  same  signification  with 
birth  in  English  ;  both  in  their  primary  meaning 
expressing  sunply  descent,  but  both  made  to  stand 
K"*^  H^xyi''  for  noble  descent.  Genets  is  thus  used 
in  Hor.  lib.  iL  Sat.  v.  L  8.  — 

<  Et  genus  et  virtus^  nisi  ciun  rci  Tilior  algA  est' 

And  in  lib.  I  Epist.  vi.  L  37.  — 

'  Et  ^Ntcf  et  formam  Begina  Pecunia  donat* 

And  in  the  celebrated  contest  between  Ajax  and 
Ulysses,  Ovid*s  Metamorph.  lib.  xiii.  L  140.  — 

*  Nam  ^enitt  et  proavos,  et  qua  non  feeimus  ipsi, 
Vix  ea  nostra  voco.* 


nulUus  originiSf  tat  mullit  orti  majoribms, 
or  muBo  loco  nati,  is,  *  you  are  afhud,  barbarous.* 

**  Origo  is  used  to  signify  extraction,  as  in  Vij;g. 
iEneid  L  S8(>.  — 

<  Nascetur  pulchrA  Trojanus  arigine  Csesar ;  * 

and  in  JEneid  z.  L  618.— 

*  nie  tamen  nostri  deducit  origine  nomen. 

and  as  nuUus  is  used  for  obscure»  is  it  not  in  the 
genius  of  the  Latin  language  to  write  MilZfitf  origude, 
for  obscure  extraction  ? 

'*  1  have  defended  myself  as  well  aM  I  could. 

"  Might  I  venture  to  difier  from  you  with  regard 
to  the  utility  of  vows  ?  I  am  sensible  that  it 
wotild  be  very  dangerous  to  make  vows  rashly,  and 
without  a  due  consideration.  But  I  cannot  help 
thinking  that  they  may  often  be  of  great  advantage 
to  one  of  a  variable  judgment  and  irregular  indina- 
tions.  I  always  remember  a  paasage  in  one  of 
your  letters  to  our  Italian  friend  Baretti;  where, 
talking  of  the  monastic  life,  you  aay  you  do  not 
wonder  that  serious  men  should  put  themselves 
under  the  protection  of  a  religious  order,  when  they 
have  found  how  unable  they  are  to  take  earc  of 
themselvca.'  For  my  own  part,  without  alTectiiig 
to  be  a  Socrates,  I  am  sure  I  haTe  a  more  tbaii 
ordinary  struggle  to  maintain  with  the  MuU  /Vtie- 
ciple  s  and  all  the  methods  I  -can  Revise  aie  little 
enough  to  keep  me  tolerably  steady  in  the  patba  of 
rectitude. 

**  I  am  ever,  with  the  highest  vcncmtion,  your 
afTeetionate  humble  servant, 


It  appears  from  Johnson's  diary,  that  he  was 
this  year  at  Mr.  Thrale*s ',  from  before  Hid- 


tracted ;  and  though  he  charged  us  to  make  him  odd  solemn 
promltct  of  lecrecy  ou  to  ttrsage  a  tubiect,  yet  wben  vr 
waited  on  him  one  morning,  and  heard  him.  In  tbw  most 

Cthetlc  termt,  beg  the  prayen  of  Dr.  Debm  (Bertor  of 
»wetl,  who  had  left  him  at  we  came  In,  I  felteseeaslvely 
aflbcted  with  grieC  and  well  remember  that  my  hatband  in- 
voluntarily lifted  up  one  hand  to  thut  hit  mouth,  flron  provo* 
cation  at  hearing  a  man  to  wildly  prodaim  what  be  coald  at 
latt  persuade  no  one  to  believe,  uid  what.  If  true,  would  have 
been  to  very  unfit  to  reveal.  Mr.  Thrale  went  away  anon 
alter,  leaving  me  with  him.  and  bidding  me  prevail  on  him 
to  quit  hit  aote  habitation  In  the  court  and  come  with  oa  to 
Streatham,  where  I  undertook  the  eare  of  hit  hastth,  and  had 
the  honour  and  bapplnsu  of  contrttratloff  to  Its  raclocatlon.*' 
—  Caoasa. 


Mt.  57. 
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nxminer  till  afler  Michaelmas,  and  that  he 
ailerwards  passed  a  month  at  Oxford.  He 
had  then  contracted  a  great  intimacj  with 
Mr.  Chambers  of  that  Uniyersity,  tSUarwards 
Sir  Bobert  Chambers,  one  of  the  Judges  in 

He  pnblished  nothing  this  jear  in  his  own 
name ;  bnt  the  noble  Dedication  *  to  the  King, 
of  Gwrn's  *' London  and  Westminster  Ln- 
proyed,  >  was  written  bj  him ;  and  he  fur- 
nished the  Pteface,t  and  seyend  of  the  pieces, 
which  compose  a  yolume  of  Miscellanies  by 
Mrs.  Anna  Williams,  the  blind  lady  who  had 
an  asylum  in  his  house.'  Of  these,  there  are 
his  ^Eptaph  on  Philips  ,**  *  *^  Translation  of 
a  Ladn  Epitaph  on  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer ;  **  f 
"^Friendship,  an  Ode;-*  and,  "The  Ant,"*  a 
paraphraae  from  the  Froy erbs,  of  which  I  haye 
a  copy  in  his  own  handwriting;  and,  from 
intenial  eyidence,  I  ascribe  to  him,  "  To  Miss 
,  on  her  giyii^  the  Author  a  gold  and  silk 
network  Purse  of  her  own  weaying ;  **  f '  ^^^ 
**  The  happy  Life."  ^ — Most  of  the  pieces  in 
this  yolume  baye  eyidently  receiyed  additions 
from  his  superior  pen,  particularly  "  Verses  to 
Mr.  Bichazdaon,  on  his  Sir  Charles  Grandison ;" 
**  The  Ezcurrion ;"  "  Beflections  on  a  Graye 
di^ng  in  Westminster  Abbey."  There  is  in 
this  collection  a  poem,  "On  the  death  of 
Stephen  Grey,  the  Electrician;"  *  which,  on 
reading  it,  appeared  to  me  to  be  undoubtedly 
Johnson's.  1  asked  Mrs.  Williams  whether  it 
was  not  his.  "Sir,"  ssud  she,  with  some 
warmth,  '^  I  wrote  that  poem  before  I  had  the 
honour  of  Dr.  Johnsons  acquaintance."  I, 
howeyer,  was  so  much  impressed  with  my  first 
notion,  that  I  mentioned  it  to  Johnson,  repeat- 
ing, at  the  same  time,  what  Mrs.  Williams  had 
said.  Hifl  answer  was,  "  It  is  true,  Sir,  that 
she  wrote  it  before  she  was  acquainted  with 
me ;  but  she  has  not  told  you  that  I  wrote  it 
aU  oyer  again,  except  two  lines.** ^  "The  Foun- 
tains," t  a  beautiful  little  Fair^  tale  in  prose, 
written  with  exquisite  simplicity,  is  one  of 
I  jAhnson's  productions ;  and  i  cannot  withhold 
fhnDB  Mn,  Thrale  the   praise  of  being  the 


>  In  tbto  -mnk  Mr.  Gvyn  nropoaed  the  primeiple,  and  In 
fluaj  iiMCaacet  the  detam,  of  the  most  Important  improTe. 
■eDts  whieli  have  been  made  in  the  metropolis  in  our 
dagr.  A  brldg0  near  Somertet  House— a  great  street  from 
Oe  Hajmarket  to  the  New  Road— the  improremmit  of  the 
interfov-  of  8t  James's  Park — qnajs  along  the  Thames  — 
aew  approadiea  to  London  Bridge  —  the  removal  of  Smlth- 
&U  marfeeC  and  lereral  other  saggestioas  on  which  we 
pride  oaradTes  as  orMnal  designs  of  our  own  times,  are  all 
to  be  fbuoad  in  Mr.  Owtu's  able  and  curious  work.  It  is 
staffular,  that  be  denounced  a  row  of  houses  Iken  building 
fai  Ftolieo,  aa  intolerable  nuisances  to  Boekfngham  Palace, 
sad  of  theae  ver7  boosea  the  public  Tolce  now  calls  for  the 
dMtrttcdoD.  Gwyn  bad,  what  Lwd  Chatham  called*  **  the 
propbctle  eve  of  taste."  —  Caosn. 

•  Tbe  fbuowtog  aoeoont  of  this  publication  was  given  by 
Lady  Kalfbt  (tee  miii,  p.  8f.  and  74.)-  **As  to  her  poems,  she 
vmtf  yean  attempted  to  publish  them,  the  half-crowns  she  had 
got  towarda  th«  MtbUeatlon,  she  confessed  to  me,  went  for 
aeocBsariaa,  and  ttat  tbecroteit  pain  she  ever  felt  was  Crom 
Che  ftiiif  r*ng*  of  dafrauduis  her  subscribers :  **  bnt  what  can 


I  do T the  Doctor  [JohnsonT always  puts  me  off  with  *  Well, 
well  think  about  It ;  *  and  Cioldsmlth  says, '  Leave  It  tome.*  *' 
However,  two  of  ber  friends,  under  her  directions,  made  a 
sribSLilwUnn  at  a  cnnrn,  the  whole  price  of  the  work, 
ia  a  Tvrx  Uttla  tlaa*  raiaed  siztj  poinkb.    Mrs.  Carter 


author  of  that  admirable  poem,  '*The  Three 
Warnings. 

He  wrote  this  year  a  letter,  not  intended  for 
publication,  which  has,  perhaps,  as  strong 
marks  of  his  sentiment  ana  style,  as  any  of  his 
compositions.  The  original  is  in  my  possession. 
It  is  addressed  to  the  late  Mr.  William  Drum- 
mond,  bookseller  in  Edinburgh,  a  gentleman 
of  good  family,  but  small  estate,  who  took 
arms  for  the  nouse  of  Stuart  in  1745;  and 
during  his  concealment  in  London  till  the  act 
of  general  pardon  came  out,  obtained  the 
acquaintance  of  Dr.  Johnson,  who  justly 
esteemed  him  as  a  veiy  worthy  man.  It  seems 
some  of  the  members  of  the  Society  in  Scot- 
land for  propagating  Christian  knowledge  had 
opposed  the  scheme  of  translating  the  Holy 
scriptures  into  the  Erse  or  Gaelic  language, 
from  political  considerations  of  the  disad- 
Tantaee  of  keeping  up  the  distinction  between 
the  Highlanders  and  the  other  inhabitants  of 
North  Britain.  Dr.  Johnson  being  informed 
of  this,  I  suppose  by  Mr.  Drummond,  wrote 
with  a  generous  indignation  as  follows :  — 

JOHNSON  TO  WILLIAM  DRUMMOND. 

**  Johnson's  Court,  Fleet  Street.  Aug.  IS.  17S6. 
«  Sib,  —  I  did  not  expect  to  hear  that  it  could 
be,  in  an  assembly  convened  for  the  propagation  of 
Christian  knowledge,  a  question  whether  any  nation 
tininstnicted  in  religion  should  receive  instruction ; 
or  whether  that  instruction  should  be  imparted  to 
them  by  a  translation  of  the  holy  books  into  their 
own  language.  If  obedience  to  the  will  of  God  be 
necessary  to  happiness,  and  knowledge  of  his  wall 
be  necessary  to  obedience,  I  know  not  how  he  that 
withholds  this  knowledge,  or  delays  it,  can  be  said 
to  love  his  neighbour  as  himself.  He  that  volun- 
tarily continues  ignorance  is  guilty  of  aU  the  crimes 
which  ignorance  produces ;  as  to  him  that  should 
extinguish  the  tapers  of  a  light-house,  might 
Justly  be  imputed  the  calamities  of  shipwrecks. 
Christianity  is  tbe  highest  perfection  of  humanity ; 
and  as  no  man  is  good  but  as  he  wishes  the  good 
of  others,  no  man  can  be  good  in  the  highest  de- 
gree, who  wishes  not  to  others  the  largest  measures 
of  the  greatest  good.     To  omit  for  a  year,  or  for 


was  applied  to  by  Mrs.  WllUams*s  desire,  and  she,  with  the 
utmost  activity  and  kindness,  procured  a  long  list  of  names. 
At  length  the  work  was  publisned,  in  which  is  a  fine  written 
bat  gloomy  [fairy]  tale  of  Dr.  Johnson.  The  money  (ISO/.) 
Mrs.  Williams  had  various  uses  for,  and  a  part  or  it  was 
ftinded." — Malonb. 

'  See  aniit  p.  54.,  where  it  is  shown  that  the  **  Verses  on 
the  Purse  "  are  by  Hawkesworth.  It  is  strange  that  Boswell 
should  there  state  his  belief  that  ftoM  the  Latin  epitaph  on 
Hanmer  and  its  translation  were  Johnson's,  when  ft  appears 
on  the  ihce  of  Mrs.  Williams's  Tolume,  that  it{\  presume 
the  Latin)  was  **  writtm  hy  Br.  fH«nd,'*  who  was  celebrated 
for  this  speeles  of  composition.  —  CaoKia,  1881— IS4& 

4  These  lines  record  a  memorable  fact  which  I  have  not  seen 
elsewhere  noticed.  Miss  Williams,  it  seems,  in  her  earlier 
life,  had  been  an  assistant  to  Gray  in  his  electrical  experi- 
ments, and  mention  is  made  of 

**  — —  the  electric  flame :  — 
**  The  flame  which  >b'«f,  weak  pupil  of  thy  lore, 
**  I  saw — condemned,  alas  I  to  see  no  more." 

To  which  Is  appended  a  note,  saying.  **  The  publisher  of  this 
Miscellany,  as  she  was  assisting  Mr.  Gray  in  his  experiments, 
was  the  first  that  ohserred  and  notifled  the  emission  of  the 
electric  spark  firom  the  human  body.  Mue.  p.  42_Caoiua, 
1816. 
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a  day,  the  mott  effiaetoot  method  of  ■dvancinf^ 
CbrUtianlty,  in  oompliAnce  with  any  puqMMCt  that 
terminate  on  thii  tide  of  the  gnve»  is  a  crime  of 
which  I  know  not  that  the  world  has  yet  had  an  cx- 
ample,  cscept  in  the  practice  of  the  planters  of 
America,  —  a  race  of  mortals  whom,  I  suppose,  no 
other  man  wishes  to  resemhle. 

*'  The  Papists  hare,  indeed,  denied  to  the  laity 
the  use  of  the  Bible ;  but  this  prohibition,  in  few 
places  now  very  rigorously  enforced,  is  defended  by 
argumeuts,  which  have  for  their  foundation  the  care 
of  souls.  To  obscure,  upon  motives  merely  political, 
the  light  of  revelation,  is  a  practice  reserved  for  the 
reformed ;  and,  surely,  the  blackest  midnight  of 
popery  is  meridian  sunshine  to  such  a  reformation. 
I  am  not  very  willing  that  any  language  should  be 
totally  exUnguidied.  The  similitude  and  derive- 
tiflB  oif  languages  affbrd  the  most  indtrintable  proof 
of  the  tiaduction  of  nations,  and  Uie  genealogy  of 
mankind.  They  add  often  physical  certainty  to 
hMtorical  evidence ;  and  often  supply  the  only  cvi- 
danoe  of  aaeient  migrations,  and  of  the  revolutions 
of  i^ei  which  left  no  written  monumeata  behind 


MM    \ 


**  Every  man*a  opinions,  at  least  his  desires,  are  a 
little  influenced  by  his  fiivourite  studies.  My  seal 
for  languages  may  seem,  perhaps,  rather  over-heated, 
even  to  those  by  whom  I  desire  to  be  wdl  esteemed. 
To  thoM  who  have  nothing  in  their  thoughts  but 
trade  or  poliey,  present  power,  or  pwaent  money, 
I  ahonld  not  think  it  neeaasary  to  defiend  my  opi- 
niona(  but  with  men  of  letters  I  would  not  un- 
willingly eomponnd,  by  wkhing  the  cnnlin— nrn  of 
every  langnags^  however  nanow  in  ita  extent,  or 
humwm  ineommodiena  for  rfiBiim  purpoem,  till 
it  18  wpuaUnd  in  aooao  varaion  •f  a  known  book, 
that  it  may  be  alwiqFi  hereafter  eiamined  and  eom- 
pand  with  other  kngiiaga%  and  then  permitting 
lla  diauae^  For  thia  purpoae,  tfm  tranalation  of  the 
Bihla  ■  aaoat  to  be  deaired.  It  ia  not  ceruin  that 
the  anaa  malhod  will  not  piaaarva  the  Highland 
language^  for  the  purpoaaa  of  Inamin^  and  aboliah 
it  froa  daily  uscu  When  the  Highlandera  read  the 
Bihle^  they  will  naturally  wish  to  have  ita  obacurities 
daared,  and  to  koow  the  histoiT,  eollatefal  or  ap- 
pasidaBt  Knowledge  alwaya  dcairm  increaae :  k 
is  fike  fii«h  which  moat  first  be  kmdlcd  bjaonae  es- 
tamal  agent,  hot  which  will  afterwarda  propagate 
itaalf.  When  they  once  desim  to  learn,  Owy  will 
naturally  have  rceourae  to  the  neareat  language  by 
which  tint  deaira  can  he  gratified ;  and  one  will 
ten  another,  thai  if  ha  would  attain  knowledge^  he 


"Thii  apeeulation  may,  parbapa,  be  tiiooght 
mora  aubtle  than  the  grosinesi  of  reel  life  will  easily 
admit.  Let  it,  however,  be  remembered*  that  the 
efllcacy  of  ignoranee  haa  long  been  tried,  and  baa 
not  produced  the  CQoaequonee  exported.  Lctkaow- 


*  Hm  IIst.  Mr.  John  GsnpMl.  minister  of  Ib^  psrlth  of 
Kippen,  near  Stirling,  who  hu  Utelr  fafourcd  mv  with  a 
hmi,  lutoltigcnt.  and  very  obilf  Ing  Irtter  upon  th(i  work. 
msEcs  U»«  follovtnf  ramarkt— "  Dr.  iohnaon  has  aliuilM  to 
the  wortbv  man  emplorsd  la  Ih*  U«ntlaUon  of  Cho  New  '!>«. 
tament.    Miaht  noi  tbU  havo  afforded  jrou  aa  oppof  lunitT  o( 

Cjlog  a  proprr  tribute  of  rr«pcct  lo  tb«  mstnorr  of  the  R«v. 
f.  Am^fl  Stuart,  late  mlnteter  of  KllUnidi»tIngvithed  bf 
hit  eminent  piety,  learning,  and  taite  f  Tbe  amiable  i Im- 
pltctt/  of  hli  life.  hU  ^vm  beno«oteiice,  hit  bidefatlfable 
and  tureeMftil  exertions  for 


dviiiiiog  and  tanproving  tbo 
psrlsb  of  which  bo  was  mlulster  for  upwards  oi  flftj  j-osrs. 


ledge,  therefore,  take  itt  torn ;  and  let  the  patma 
of  privation  atand  awhile  aside,  and  admit  the  ope- 
ration of  poaitive  prinoiplea. 

••Ton  will  be  pleased.  Sir, to aMure ^ woith^ 
roan  who  ia  employed  in  tbe  new  traasktkB  *,  that 
he  haa  my  wishes  for  his  success ;  and  if  here  srst 
Oxford  I  can  be  of  any  use,  that  I  shall  tkuak  it 
more  than  honour  to  promote  his  oadtrtakisg. 

*'  J  am  sorry  that  I  delayed  so  long  to  viitc^  1 
am.  Sir,  your  moat  humUe  aarvant. 


"Sam.  I 


a. 


The  opponents  of  thia  piona  idieme  bong 
made  ashamed  of  their  conduct,  the  hensfokot 
undertaking  was  allowed  to  go  on. 

The  following  letters,  thoogih  aot  writtn 
till  the  year  aA^,  being  chidiy  npon  the  mm 
subject,  are  here  inserted. 

JOHNSON  TO  DRUHMOKD. 

**  JohaiOB's  Cooit.  Float  Itrsat.  Apdl  tt.  ITCT. 

•*  Dxan  Sia, —  That  my  latter  ahould  have  had 
such  affects  as  you  mention,  givca  ma  great  pUa- 
sure.  I  hope  you  do  not  flatter  me  by  laputiBfl 
to  me  more  good  than'I  hnva  really  dona.  Tboia 
whom  my  argumenta  have  penoaded  to  dasDft 
their  opinion,  ahow  aueh  modeaty  and  candoor  ai 
deaerve  great  praiae. 

« I  hqpe  the  worthy  tmadator  gooa  £tigcxdy 
forward.  Hehaaahigharrawavdinprespecttfasa 
any  bonoura  which  thia  world  can  bertow,  1  wiA 
I  eanld  ba  usofid  to  him. 

•*  The  publication  of  my  letter,  it  it  conkl  be  af 
use  in  a  cauae  to  which  all  other  oanaw  ate  nsthiag, 
I  ahonki  not  prohibit.    Bui  firs^  I  would  have  yen 
to  oanaider  whether  the  publiontioii  will  loaO^  do 
any  good ;  next,  whether  bj  printii^  and  4^- 
buting  a  very  email  number,  you  may  not  attua 
all  that  you  propose ;  and,  what  pcrhapa  I  ihoald 
have  asid  flrst,  whether  tbo  letter,  wbkib  I  do  Ml 
now  perfectly  remember,  be  At  to  be  prinied.    If 
vou  can  conanlt  Dr.  Rebertaon,  to  wboa  I  aa  a 
little  known,  I  ahall  be  satisfied  about  tbn  ptoptVcty 
of  whatever  he  ahall  dinct.      If  bo  tbtaka  that  k 
ahould  be  printed,  I  entreat  bias  to  raefao  it; 
may,  perhaps,  be  aome  negHgoot  lin—  nitlf, 
whatever  ia  amisa,  he  knows  wory  woll  h&w  to 
tify.*     Be  pleased  to  let  mo 
time,  how  thia  excellent  dcaign  goea  f»rwatd. 

**  Make  my  eompliments  to  Yoaag  Mr. 
mond,  whom  I  hope  you  will  Uvo  to  eaa 
you  deeire  him.  I  hnva  not  lati^  aosn  Hr.  K^ 
phinaton,  but  bslieva  him  to  bo  peoapeaooa.  I 
•hall  be  glad  to  hear  tbo  "mi  of  joii_  fif  I  tm. 
Sir,  your  affeetionata  humfalo 


entitle  bin  to  tbe  gredtade  oC 
ration  of  all  good  non.    It 
a  character  shoold  be 
Boawsu. 

*  This  paragraph  sbowf  Ich 
character  aod  aliilltlea  of  tbe  ert 
howe? er  lif btlj.  In  a  asomeol  of 
of  his  works.  .>  BosWBU..    He 
otherwise  than  sllf  htlnalT  of  Dr 
bt  may  have  resi^cvtao  bolb 
Jmdgmfwton  tMs  particular 
April  to  lT7S,ac*C 


Kla 


'5~toa»itj.i'». 

^^^     ^^Ia  Miaflint     n      *  ^H 


bis 


1 
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JOHNSON  TO  DRUMMOND. 

**  JohiMon**  Coarf,  Flaat  SiiMt,  Oct.  94. 179. 

*  Sia,  —  I  ratnmed  this  w«ek  from  the  country, 
after  an  abaeneeof  near  six  months, and  found  jour 
Idler  vHh  many  othen,  which  I  should  have  an- 
svacd  sooner,  if  I  bad  sooner  seen  them. 

*  Dr.  BobCTtsoa*s  opinion  wss  surely  right.  Men 
dould  not  be  told  of  the  fimlts  which  they  have 
mended.  I  am  glad  the  old  language  is  taught, 
and  booour  the  translator,  as  a  man  whom  God 
bss  disdnguished  by  the  high  office  of  propagating 
his  word. 

**  I  oRiat  take  tfie  liberty  of  engaging  yon  in  an 
effiec  «»f  charity.  Mrs.  Ueely,  tiie  wife  of  Mr. 
Heely,  wbo  had  lately  some  office  in  yoor  theatre, 
is  my  near  relation,  and  now  in  great  distress. 
Tlicy  wrote  me  word  of  their  situation  some  time 
ago*  to  wfaieb  I  returned  them  an  answer  which 
raised  hopes  of  more  than  it  is  proper  for  me  to 
me  tbcaa.  Their  fepresentation  of  their  aflOurs 
I  bttva  disoovered  to  be  such  as  cannot  be  trusted ; 
and  at  this  distance,  though  their  case  requires 
haet^  Iknow  not  how  toact.  She,  or  her  daughters, 
may  be  beard  of  at  Canongate  head.  I  must  beg, 
Sir,  that  you  will  enquire  after  them,  and  let  me 
know  what  is  to  be  done.  I  am  willing  to  go  to 
ten  pounds,  and  will  transmit  you  sudi  a  sum,  if 
upon  ezaminntion  you  find  it  likely  to  be  of  use. 
If  they  are  in  immediate  want,  advance  them  what 
you  think  proper.  What  I  could  do  I  would  do 
fiir  the  woman,  having  no  great  reason  to  pay  much 
scgaid  to  flecly  himesif. 

■*  I  bdieve  you  may  receive  some  intelfigenoe 
fiom  Mrs.  Baker  of  the  theatre  whose  letter  I  re- 
ceived at  the  same  time  with  yours ;  and  to  whom, 
if  you  see  her,  yon  will  make  my  exeuse  for  the 
_  neglect  of  answering  her. 
Whatever  you  advance  within  ten  pounds  shall 
be  imiBediacely  returned  to  you,  or  paid  as  you 
^nll  order.  I  trust  whoDy  to  your  judgmcBt  I 
aa»  Sf^  &€.»  Sajc  Jobmsox.* 

Mr.CotlibertSliaw*,  alike  distingiuslied  l)y 
\m  0enhu»  misfortonefl,  and  miscondnet, 
pablithed  tbia  year  apoem^  called  "The  Eace, 
by  Mcfcarina  Sport  Esq.,**  in  which  he  whimsi- 
cafljaaade  the  Imxiff  pc^to  of  England  contend 
te  pre^Miinenfie  of  tame  by  ninaing : 

«  Aose  by  their  heeU  the  prowess  of  the  head.** 
In  tUa  poem  tliere  was  the  fblloTO^  portrait 


>  Tbii  tft  tbe  psnoo  coacsintog  vhom  fkt  36km  Hsirkliis 
kM  thrown  oat  vevy  oawsmntabM  rcdeetlom  both  agrioit 
Dr.  Johnson  mui  lb.  Tnada  Barter.—  Botwsu. 

to  Binwsilii  tte  world  that  Dr.  Jahusa 


oniaclflslily  to  Qm  dtepotal  of  hit  pronrtv,  in  pra- 
t  Barter  tothla  sua,  whoa  8tr  Joha  and  hisdaNifhter, 


wllh  a  VMMt  •urpritiof  dliragsrd  of  tratb, 
•,  tea  wIm.  In  tet,  had  only  nuurried 
kfardalioo.  flhawai  dead,  and  Heriav  had  married  aaoCber 
WHWi,  at  the  tina  when  Bawklaa  sMcted  to  tbtok  that  te 
hnddatamtoteDr.Jobnwm'ffaHr.  W«  mo  that  lo  earlv  aa 
telbre  hU  death  Johnton  expressed  a  marked 


^^HOeehr  htanaeir.  See jMsf.  sot  Oct.  90.  and  Dec. 
IIM,'tte  iimteliai  motive  of  HawUna't  mlMtatcment.— 

*  g«s  an  affiwi**  of  lifa  In  the  Evropemn  Uagaztme,  Ja- 
ooorf  1718.  —  BoawBiA.  Cuthbert  Shaw  waa  torn  In  1798  or 
1739 'and  died,  eiarloaded  with  cemelicatgd  distresa.  In  Titeh- 
add  ScieeC,  Oxford  Market,  SepL  1. 1771 — Wsigbt. 


**  Here  Johnson  comes,  —  unUest  with  outward 


His  ri|^d  morals  stamped  upon  his  face ; 
While  strong  conceptions  strufi^gle  in  his  brain  ; 
(For  even  wit  is  brought  to  bed  with  pain :) 
To  view  him,  porters  with  their  loads  would  rest, 
And  babes  cling  frighted  to  the  nurses*  breast. 
With  looks  convulsed  he  roars  in  pompous  strun, 
And,  like  an  angry  lion,  shakes  his  mane. 
The  Nine,  with  terror  struck,  wbo  ne*er  had  seen 
Aught  human  with  so  terrible  a  mien, 
Debating  whether  they  should  stey  or  run, 
Yirtue  stepe  forth,  and  claims  him  ibr  her  son. 
With  gentle  apeecb  she  warns  him  now  to  yield« 
Nor  stain  his  glories  in  the  doubtftil  field ; 
But*  wrapt  in  conscious  worth,  content  sit  down, 
flinee  Fam^  rssolved  his  various  pleas  to  crown. 
Though  forced  his  present  claim  to  disavow. 
Had  long  reserved  a  chalet  for  his  brow. 
He  bows,  obeys ;  for  Hme  shall  first  eipire. 
Ere  Johzison  stey,  when  Virtue  bids  retire.** 

The  Hon.  Thomas  Hervey'  and  his  ladj 
kaving  milumpily  disagreed,  and  being  aboa^ 
to  separate,  Johnson  interfered  as  their  friend, 
and  wrote  him  a  letter  of  expostalttfciQn,  wIugIi 
I  have  not  been  able  to  find;  but  the  sab- 
stance  of  it  is  ascertained  by  a  letter  to  John- 
son in  answer  to  it,  whidi  Mr.  Horey  printed. 
The  occasion  of  this  correspondence  between 
Dr.  Johnson  and  Mr.  Hervey  was  thus  related 
to  me  by  Mr.  Beauderk.  *^  Tom  Henrev  had 
a  great  liking  for  Johnson,  and  in  his  wiu  had 
left  him  a  legacy  of  fifty  pounds.  One  day  he 
said  to  me,  *«Nihnson  may  want  this  money 
now,  more  than  afterwards.  I  hare  a  mind  to 
give  it  him  directly.  Will  jon  be  so  good  as 
to  carry  a  fifty  jpoond  notenomme  toliimf ' 
This  I  poBttiTeij  refused  to  do,  as  he  m^h^ 
perhjq)8,  have  knocked  me  down  for  insnhiiy 
nim,  and  have  afterwards  pot  the  note  in  his 
pocket  Bnt  I  said,  if  Herrey  would  write 
nim  a  letter,  and  encftose  a  fifty  poud  note,  I 
should  take  care  to  dedver  it.  He  accordingly 
did  write  him  a  letter,  mentiomng  that  he  was 
only  payiiu;  a  Imcj  a  little  sooner.  Tb  hit 
letter  he  a&ed,' P.i^.  I  am  gab^  to  pari  wUk 
mg  1^.'  Johnson  then  wrote  to  him,  saymc 
nothing  of  the  note,  but  remonstratizig  witS 
him  a^iinBt  parting  with  his  wife.** 

When  I  mentioned  to  Johnson  this  stexT,  in 
88  delicate  terms  as  I  could,  he  told  me  that 
the  fifty  pound  note  was  given^  to  him  by  Mr. 


>  The  Hod.  ThosMs  Hsrvsv,  whois  **  Lettsr  to  Sir  Th(H 
**inl74S,wassMiGliVBadatthsttl8M.  BewM 
OB  or  Jobs,  Srtt  Bsrl  of  Brirtol,  and  oos  of  the 
brecbsrs  of  Johoaoa't  tarly  fMsnd,  Hsqit  Bsrvsv.  He  [was 
bom  la  ISBSJ  suurrtod,  la  1744.  Aaoo.  dsaabtor  oT  Fnads 
CoiariilsB.  Eiq.,  sod  dl«d  Jan.  90. 1778.—  Malons. 

<  This  la  not  iaooiwbtont  with  Mr.  B«suderii's  sooomiL 
It  maj  have  boon  In  conddontloD  of  thli  panphlat  that  H«r- 
Tcy  left  Johoson  the  tXtf  poiUMb  to  hi*  will,  sod  on  Mcoad 
thougbU  he  msf  have  detonnloed  to  lona  it  to  him.  It 
were,  bowerer,  to  be  wlahed,  that  tlie  itory  bud  atood  on  its 
oTigtaal  croiiod.  The  sooeptance  of  sn  snticlpalrd  legacy 
from  a  frMDd  would  tiavebadnotbina  otjoctiooiible  in  it ;  but 
can  BO  much  be  aaid  for  the  eaqHoyaMnt  of  one'a  pea  for 
hire,  ia  the  ditgoitlng  aqiiabbles  or  ao  miarhlovoqa  and  pro- 
fligate a  madman  aa  Mr.  Tlumaa  Herrej  ?  **  He  waa  well 
known/*  aaya  the  gentle  biogra^er  of  the  Peersoe  (Sir 
Bgerton  Brydsei)*  '•  for  bia  geaius  and  eecentrlcitiea/^   T 


Lettorto  Sir  Tb 


he 
HsBmer»above assntloped,  waa  the  first 
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Herrey  in  oonsideratioii  of  his  hayinff  written 
for  him  a  pamphlet  against  Sir  Chanes  Han- 
boiy  Williams,  who,  Mr.  Herrey  imagined, 
was  the  author  of  an  attack  upon  him ;  but 
that  it  was  afterwards  discoTered  to  be  the 
work  of  a  garreteer  >,  who  wrote  " The  Fool;** 
the  pamphkt  therefore  against  Sir  Charles  was 
not  printed. 

In  Fefamarj,  1767,  there  happened  one  of 
the  most  remarkable  incidents  of  Johnson's 
life,  which  gratified  his  monarchical  enthusiasm, 
and  which  he  lored  to  relate  with  all  its  cir- 
cumstances, when  requested  bj  his  friends. 
This  was  his  being  honoured  by  a  private  con- 
▼enation  with  his  l^estj,  in  the  library  at 
the  Queen's  house.*  He  hiad  frequently  visited 
those  splendid  rooms  and  noble  collection  of 
boodu',  which  he  used  to  say  was  more  nn* 
merons  and  curious  than  he  supposed  any 
person  could  have  made  in  the  time  which  the 
Kmg  had  emploTcd.  Mr.  Barnard^  the  libra- 
rian, took  care  Uiai  he  should  have  every  ac- 
commodation that  could  contribute  to  his  ease 
and  convenience,  while  indulging  his  literaiy 
taste  in  that  place ;  so  that  he  had  here  a  very 
agreeable  resource  at  leisure  hours. 

His  Majesty  haviur  been  informed  of  his 


(1741),  It  li  bdfercd,  or  tiM  fluny  apptaU  which  Mr.  Ottrtj 
mda  tp  th«  pobUc  nlatlvtt  to  hie  privAto  oonoorai.  Tho 
mhlect  it  utonithiaf .  Lady  Hanmor  olopod  from  hor  boa- 
baad  with  Mr.  Harref,  and  mada,  it  Memt,  a  will.  In  hit 
tnoar,  of  ciftala  ottataa.  of  which  Sir  Tbonut  had  a  lifB 
potaaiaioo.  Uenrajr't  lattar  a?owa  the  adnltarr.  and  aaaifiu 
▼erf  •trange  reaaoai  for  the  lady's  learlog  her  hushand,  and 
the*  fo**  Ml  ^  oomplatn,  tikat  Sir  Thonat  waa  cottlna  tim. 
bar  on  tho  astato  which  had  belonged  to  **  amr  icue"  ao 
be  calli  her,  and  of  which  the  rerertion  wac  Herrey  i,  and 
begging  that.  If  Hanmor  did  aell  any  more  timber,  he  wonid 
give  him,  Herrey.  tlie  raftual  of  it  All  thia  is  garnished  and 
•et  off  by  euravagant  llghta  of  fine  writing,  the  roost  cutting 
aareasms,  the  most  Indecent  details,  and  the  most  serioos 
oxpinssions  of  the  writer's  oonriction,  that  kit  conduct  was 
natural  and  delicate,  and  foch  as  ereir  body  must  approre ; 
and  that,  SnaUr,  im  Beatem,  Lady  Hanmer,  in  the  dlstrl- 
button  of  wives  (simiit  ctrfnir),  would  be  considered  as  Ait. 
Twenty  years  did  not  cool  his  brain.  Just  at  the  close  of 
the  reign  be  addressed  a  latter  to  King  Goorm  the  Second, 
wlilch  still  more  dearly  explains  the  state  or  his  intellect. 
He  talks,  amidst  a  great  deal  of  scandalous  extraragance, 
of  **  l*f  Meomt  tm^fett  yfkit  mmmr  aacmctortf,**  and  eom. 
plains  that**  bis  doctor  osistook  his  case,  by  calling  lAnfa 
disorder  which  was  clearly  Mtammaiarp^  and.  In 
moe  of  thaX/mlai  err»r,  Henrey  ^  imased  eifweu  ptm$ 
nay  aserc  apppiml  tf  Mm«,  or  edier  moiice  qflUmgs^ 


thorn  m  permm  nslerp,  midrr  tkt  jpfimence  vf  aomt  horrid 
drtmmrtM  so  on.  It  Is  this  letter  which  Horace  Walpole 
thus  characterises:  **  Rave  you  seen  Tom  Herrry's  letter  to 
the  king?  full  of  abenrdltT  and  aaadnets,  but  with  here  and 
there  gfcnms  of  genius  ana  happy  expressioos  that  are  won- 
derfully flne.'*->I,«flcr  to  Onsww,  Dec,  1766.  HU  quarrel 
with  his  aeeond  wife,  te  1767,  referrad  to  in  the  text,  he, 
according  to  bis  custom,  blaioned  to  the  public  by  the  Ibl- 
lewkig  advertlseBMnt :  **  Whertma  Mr$.  Her^eg  hat  keem  three 
ttmm  frem  htmte  Imt  fwar,  mmd  mt  Umat  mt  mmmf  tht  memr 
h^fbre,  without  mm  leme  or  prioiig^^md  hmth  emeomrmgfi  her 
se»  la  persttl  As  the  Uhe  rthetliomi  prMtfon,  /  herehif  dedmre, 
thot  I  neither  mm  nor  Witt  he  meeomnlahlrffr  amp  J^Omre^hti 

She  ii  mow  heeptmgftreihte  potaemiom  of 
%io  which  t  meoer  did  hwite  or  thoufkt  ^  imoUimg 
her  te  all  «Mf  liftf. «  Thomuu  Heroep.  '*  He  aAcrwards  pro- 
eovded  further,  and  eonunenced  a  suit  acidnst  his  lady  for 
Jactitation  of  marriage,  which  Snally  ended  in  his  dlseom- 
Sture.  Johnson,  as  we  shall  see  hereafter  (Glh  April.  1775). 
characterised  his  Mend.  Tom  Herrey.  as  he  hnd  already  done 
(natf.  p. ».),  his  brother  Henir.  as  very  vicious.  Alas  S  it  is 
but  too  proheble,  that  both  were  dleordrrcd  in  mind,  and  that 
what  was  called  e*r  waa.  In  trvth.  dieemae^  and  nqulred  a 
audbouse  rather  than  a  nrlsoo.  —  Caonia. 
I  Son*  0m,t^^»w  ....q  Mtamlly  be  felt  as  to  wbothe 


occasional  visits,  was  pleased  to  nsnify  a  desire 
that  he  should  be  tola  when  Dr.  Johnson  came 
next  to  the  librair.  Accordingly,  the  next 
time  that  Johnson  md  come,  as  soon  as  he  was 
fairlv  engaged  with  a  boolc,  on  which,  while  he 
sat  by  the  fire,  he  seemed  quite  intent,  Mr. 
Barnard  stole  round  to  the  apartment  where 
the  Song  was,  and,  in  obedience  to  his  Ma- 
j(8ty*s  commands,  mentioned  that  Dr.  Johnson 
was  then  in  the  library.  His  Majesty  said 
he  was  at  leisure,  and  would  go  to  turn; 
upon  which  Mr.  Barnard  took  one  of  the 
candles  tiiat  stood  on  the  King's  table,  and 
liffhted  his  Majesty  through  a  suite  of  rooiiisi» 
tm  the|^  came  to  a  private  door  into  the  library, 
of  which  his  Majesty  had  the  key.  Being 
entered,  Mr.  Barnard  stepped  forward  hsMtil^ 
to  Dr.  Johnson,  who  was  still  in  a  profovuMl 
study,  and  whispered  him,  **  Sir,  here  is  the 
Kinsr.**  ^  Johnson  started  upi  and  stood  stilL 
His  Mi^esty  approached  him,  and  at  once  was 
courteousl;^  easy.^ 

His  Muesty  began  by  observing,  that  be 
understood  he  came  sometimes  to  the  librarr  ; 
and  then  mentioning  his  having  heard  that  tke 
Doctor  had  been  lately  at  Oxford,  asked  hixn 
if  he  was  not  f<md  of  going  thither.    To  whiGh 


to  sir  C.  H.  Wnilams,  the  most  celebrated  wit  of  tbe  • 
to  answer  whkh.  the  wild  and  sarcastic  genius  of 
regulrsd  the  assistance  of  J>r.  Johnson.    His  nm 
WuUara  Horsier,   but  his  acknowledged  works  nm 
productions. — Caoxxa. 

>  Buckbmham  House  in  St.  James's  Fsrk,  bnilC  bi  I7aa. 
for  Shefllerd,  Duke  of  Buckingham,  boofht  in  I  TGI.  br 
George  III.  fcr  SI.OOV.,  and  settled  on  Queen  Cbnrlacto  m 
lieu  of  Sonserset  House.  All  their  children  <Goorsv  IV. 
excepted)  were  bom  in  this  house.  The  present  J 
Falaoe  occupies  the  site —  P.  ComnNOHAii. 

s  Dr.  Johnson  had  the  honour  of  eontrfbntlng  bin  msnl 
anoe  towards  the  formation  of  this  library ;  for  I  bavv  r«Mi 
long  letter  from  him  to  Mr.  Barnard,    giving  tkw   ^ 
marterly  Instractions  on  the  subiect.   I  wished  mucb  to 
ledi  -  -     - 


gratl64 


my  readers  with  the  perusal  of  this  Ittter, 
to  think  that  his  Uoi^ttf  would  have  been 


Hn«n 


r leased  to  permit  lu  publication ;  but  Mr.  Barnard,  to  m. 
applied,  declined  It  **on  his  own  arcount.**— T 
I  was  more  fortunate,  and  this  letter  will  be  Smnd 
proper  date.  Mar  90. 17CS.,  p.  196.  •  Cnonan. 

4  Tbe  particulars  of  this  conversatioo  I  hare  been  n 
pains  to  collect  with  the  utmost  authenticity,  from  IW 
son's  own  detail  to  myself;  Arom  Mr.  Lmmt 
present  when  he  gave  an  account  of  It  to  Dr.  Joseph  W 


CM  bm 


and  several  other  friends  at  Sir  Joshua  lleynolds*\i . 
Barnard ;  from  the  copy  of  a  letter  written  by  tbe 
Strahan  the  printer,  to  Bisliop  Warbnrton;  ami 
minute,  the  original  of  which  Is  among  the  papnm  < 
lata  Sir  James  Caldwell,  and  a  copy  of  «hirh  wmm 
oblif  Ingly  obtained  for  me  from  his  son  Sir  John 

by  Sir  Francis  Lnmm.    To  all  these  gentleoicei  I  

to  make  my  grateftil  admowledgmentt,  and  particia^H^  ^^ 

Sir  Francis  Lumm.  who  was  pleased  to  take  a  gv«a 

trouble,  and  even  bad  the  mtnute  laid  before  tbe 

Lord  Caennarthen.  now  Duke  of  Leeds,  then 

Mi^)eety*s  Principal  SecrKariee  of  State,  who 

Sir  Francis  tbe  royal  pleasure  concendng  It  by  a  ue.i_ ,    tm 

these  words  t  —  **  I  hare  the  King's  commaiads  to  «mme»  v^JT 

Sir,  how  sensible  his  IkUlestv  Is  of  your  altcwtlua  ii^  ^|^ 

munlcating  tbe  minute  of  the  conversalkm  prwv 

publication.    As  there  appears  no  objection  tn 

plying  with  Mr.  Botwell's  wtsbeo  on  the  sukjscc' 

fttJl  liberty  to  deliver  It  to  that  gi  nllsmaa.  to 

of  in  his  LUs  of  Dr.  Johnson,  as  be 

Boswaix. 

Boswell  WM  ao  Jealous  of  tbe  eepvrigbt  et  bla 
be  had  this  conversation,  as  well  as  Johnson's  Wctev  to 
(*h«>tterSeld,  printed  seaeratHy,  and  entned  at   Sc« 
HalU  to  prevent  his  rieals  making  use  of  It.    Tkts  to 
to  In  Mr.  Alexander  Cbalman'a 


JEx.SS. 


BOSWELL'S  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


165 


Jofaoaon  answered,  that  he  was  indeed  fond  of 
gomg  to  Oxford  sometimes,  but  was  likewise 
l^lad  to  come  back  again.  The  King  then 
asked  him  what  thej  were  doing  at  Oxford. 
Johnson  answered,  he  could  not  much  com- 
mend  thsar  dilisence,  but  that  in  some  respects 
th^  were  mended,  for  they  had  put  their  press 
under  better  regulations,  and  were  at  that 
time  printing  Pmjbius.  He  was  then  asked 
whether  there  were  better  libraries  at  Oxfora 
or  Cambridge.  He  answered,  he  beUeved  the 
Bodleian  was  larger  than  anj*  they  had  at 
Cambridge ;  at  the  same  time  adding,  **  I  hope, 
whether  we  haye  more  books  or  not  than  thej 
hsYe  at  Cambridge,  we  shall  make  as  good  use 
of  them  as  thejr  da**  Being  asked  whether 
All-Souls  or  Qirist-Chnrch  library  was  the 
largest,  he  answered,  ^AU-Souls  library  is 
the  largest  we  haye,  except  the  Bodleian.*' 
•"Ay,**  said  the  King,  ""that  is  the  public 
libnzy.** 

His  Majesty  inquired  if  he  was  then  writing 
any  thing,  ae  answered,  he  was  not,  for  he  had 
pretty  well  told  the  world  what  he  knew,  and 
must  now  read  to  acquire  more  knowledge. 
The  King,  as  it  shoula  seem  with  a  view  to 
urge  him  to  relr  on  his  own  stores  as  an  ori- 
ginal writer,  and  to  continue  his  labours,  then 
said,  ^I  do  not  think  you  borrow  much  from  any 
body."  Johnson  said,  he  thought  he  had 
already  done  hb  part  as  a  writer.  ^  I  should 
have  iJionght  so  too,**  said  the  King,  **  if  you 
had  not  written  so  well.**  Johnson  obsenred  to 
me,  upon  this,  that  '*  No  man  could  have  paid 
a  handsomer  compliment ' ;  and  it  was  fit  for 
a  King  to  pay.  It  was  decbiye.'*  When  asked 
by  another  iriend,  at  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds*s, 
whether  he  made  any  reply  to  this  high  com- 
^iment,  he  answered,  **lMo,  Sir.  V^en  the 
King  had  said  it,  it  was  to  be  so.  It  was  not 
lor  me  to  bandy  drilities  with  my  Soyereign.** 
Periu^  no  man  who  had  spent  nis  whole  life 
in  courts  could  haye  shown  a  more  nice  and 
dignified  sense  of  true  politeness,  than  Johnson 
did  in  this  instance. 

His  Majesty  haying  obseryed  to  him  that  he 
si^rased  he  must  miye  read  a  great  deal; 
JoluisQn  answered,  that  he  thought  more  than 


>  XobaMQ  hfanjelf  imitated  it  to  FfeoU  (see  poff,  Oct.  10. 
>7G9)  ;  cod  It  bat  indeed  become  ooe  of  tbe  common-placet 
ef  coanplimeot — regit  ad  eMemtplar.  Hawkini  bai  preterred 
a  CDinpltment  of  the  tame  kmd  bj  George  II.,  which,  of  a 
nriaee  not  eelebrated  for  tuch  thinsa,  teenu  worth  repeating. 
Mr.  Thomtoo  of  Yorkihire  railed,  at  hit  own  expense,  a 
regteeot  of  borte,  and  tlioogfa  newlv  married  to  a  oeautiftil 
jooag  lady,  marebed  at  tbe  bead  of  u  with  the  Klng'a  army. 
After  tbe  rebellion,  be  and  bit  wife  went  to  coart,  when  tbe 
Unc  who  had  noticed  Mrt.  Thornton,  taid  to  him,  **Mr. 
Thomtoo,  I  bare  been  told  of  jonr  servlcet  to  yoar  countfr, 
aad  ytm  cttacfament  to  mj  flunily,  and  hare  heldm/iclf 
ohilged  to  joa  tar  both  ;  bat  I  was  nerer  able  to  Mpredate 
tfa«  degree  of  the  obti^tion  till  I  bad  teen  the  lady  yoa 
left  behfaad  yoa."  —  CaoKm. 

*  Tbe  Rev.  Mr.  Strahaa  clearly  recoUectt  baring  been  told 
by  Jobatoo,  that  tbe  King  obaerred  that  Pope  made  War* 
bortoo  a  Mtbop.  '^Trne,  Sb*,**  taid  Johnson, '*  bat  War- 
barton  did  more  tat  Pope ;  he  made  him  a  Chrlttiaa :  '* 
alladinf  ,no  doobt,  to  hit  ingenioua  commentt  on  the  **  Estay 
oa  Man."  .—  Boewsu..  Mr.  Strsban't  recollection  probably 
deeciTedhfaB.  Hki  Mi4«>ty  and  Dr.  Johnson  were  both  too 
well  JDJlm— d  to  bare  bandied  inch  idle  talk.   Warboiton 


he  read ;  that  he  had  read  a  ^at  deal  in  the 
early  part  of  his  life,  but  haying  fallen  into  ill 
heahh,  he  had  not  been  able  to  read  much, 
compared  with  others :  for  instance,  he  said 
he  hiid  not  read  much,  compared  with  Ht. 
Warburton.  Upon  which  the  King  said,  that 
he  heard  Dr.  Warburton  was  a  man  of  such 
general  knowledge,  that  you  could  scarce  talk 
with  him  on  any  subject  on  which  he  was  not 
qualified  to  speiuk ;  and  that  his  learning  re- 
sembled Gamck*s  acting,  in  its  uniyersaiity.' 
His  Majesty  then  talked  of  the  controyersy  * 
between  Warburton  and  Lowth,  which  he 
seemed  to  haye  read,  and  asked  Johnson  what 
he  thought  of  it.  Johnson  answered,  ^  War- 
burton has  most  general,  most  scholastic  learn- 
ing ;  Lowth  is  the  more  correct  scholar.  I  do 
not  know  which  of  them  calls  names  best.'* 
The  Kinjg  was  plcMed  to  say  he  was  of  the 
same  opinion;  adding,  *^You  do  not  think 
then.  Dr.  Johnson,  that  there  was  much  aigu* 
ment  in  the  case.**  Johnson  said,  he  did  not 
think  there  was.  '' Why  truly,"  said  the  King, 
*«when  once  it  comes  to  calling  names,  argu- 
ment is  pretty  well  at  an  end.** 

His  Majesty  then  asked  him  what  he  thought 
of  Lord  Lyttdton's  History,  which  was  then 
just  published.  Johnson  said,  he  thoiuht  his 
style  pretty  good,  but  that  he  had  blamed 
Efenry  the  Second  rather  too  much.  '^  YHiy,** 
said  the  King,  ^  they  seldom  do  these  things 
by  halyes.** — ^^No,  8n',**answered  Johnson,  **not 
to  Kings.**  But  fearing  to  be  misunderstood, 
hepKH^eded  to  exdLun  himself;  and  imme- 
diately subjoined,  ^*  That  for  those  who  spoke 
worse  of  Kings  than  they  desenred,  he  could 
find  no  excuse ;  but  that  ne  could  more  easily 
conceiye  how  some  mi^ht  speak  better  of  them 
than  thOT  deseryed,  without  any  ill  intention ; 
for,  as  longs  had  much  in  their  power  to  giye, 
those  who  were  fayonred  by  them  would 
frecpently,  firom  ^titude,  exaggerate  their 
praises:  and  as  this  proceeded  from  a  good 
motiye,  it  was  certainly  excusable,  as  far  as 
error  could  be  excusable.** 

The  King  then  asked  him  what  he  thought 
of  Dr.  HilL*  Johnson  answered,  that  he  was 
an  ingenious  man,  but  had  no  yeracity ;  and 


had  published  the  DMme  Legation,  and  was  chaplain 
to  the  prince  of  Wales  before  be  knew  Pope;  his  ac- 
quaintance with  that  poet,  but  of  four  years'  continuance, 
was  ended  by  Pope*s  oeath  in  1744.  It  was  ten  years  after, 
that  he  became  a  King's  chaplain,  and,  in  I7S5,  he  had  a  pre« 
bend  in  the  cathedral  of  Durnam.  In  1757,  he  was  made  dean 
of  Bristol ;  and,  in  1760,  tiaieem  ffeart  ttflir  Pope'9  death,  be 
became  mtbop  of  Oloncelter.  if  it  be  alle§^,  that  Mr. 
Straban's  report  refers  to  the  luppoaitlon,  that  his  commen- 
tary on  Pope's  *'  Bitay  on  Man  "  tended  to  create  that 
cbwaeter  which  finallv  raited  him  to  the  bendi ;  it  may  be 
observed,  that  he  poblisbed,  before  and  after  that  commen- 
taiv,  a  moltitnde  of  workt  on  polemical  and  religious 
tuojectt,  much  more  important  and  remarkable  than  (he 
Commentary  on  the  **  Estay  on  Man.**  The  tmth  is,  War- 
burton wat  made  a  bithop  dv  hit  numerous  works,  and  his 
high  literary  character,  to  which  hit  commentary  on  Pope 
contributed  a  veiy  incontiderable  part.  See  poil,  90th  Aug. 
1773._Caoua. 

s  See  the  article  Lowth,  In  Chatanert't  Biographical  Dic- 
tionary, Tol.  XX.  p.  488.  —  WaiOBT. 

4  John  HiU,  M.  O.,  who  attumed  htfterly  the  title  of  Sir 
John,  on  reeelvfaig  a  Swedish  order  of  Knighthood.    This 
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immediaiely  mentioned,  m  en  inrtenoB  of  it, 
•D  eMtftion  of  thet  writer,  tiiat  be  had  teen 
ob^ecta  magnified  to  a  much  greater  degree  bj 
using  three  or  four  microacopes  at  ft  time  than 
bj  using  one.  **  Now,**  added  Johnson,  **  erery 
one  acquainted  wxfeh  microaoopes  kmywa,  that 
the  more  of  them  he  looks  tnrough,  the  less 
the  object  will  appear.**— ''Why,*'  xepBed  the 
King,  ''this  is  not  ooW  telling  an  milnith, 
but  telling  it  dumsilj;  mr,  if  that  be  the  case, 
everr  one  who  ean  look  throng  a  micraaoope 
will  be  able  to  detect  him."  1 

"  I  now,**  aaid  Johnson  to  his  firiends,  when 
relating  what  had  passed,  "  b^gan  to  consider 
that  I  was  depreciating  this  man  in  the  estima- 
tion of  his  Sovereign,  and  thought  it  was  time 
for  me  to  aaj  something  tiiat  mijght  be  more 
finrouraUe.**  He  adde{  therefore,  that  Dr. 
Hill  was,  notwithstandiBSE,  a  'ferr  onrious 
observer;  and  if  he  wowd  have  ben  eon- 
tented  to  tdl  the  world  no  mere  than  he  knew, 
he  might  have  been  a  very  oonsidemble  man, 
and  needed  not  to  have  reconrse  to  suck  mean 
espedienta  to  raise  his  reputatiatt. 

The  King  then  talked  of  Ittersrj  journals, 
mentioned  Darticnlarl;|r  the  Jmtrnai  de$  Savant, 
and  asked  Johnson  if  it  was  well  done.  John- 
son said,  it  was  fonnerlj  very  well  done,  and 
^ave  some  account  of  tne  persons  who  b^^an 
It,  and  carried  it  on  for  some  jeers:  enlarging, 
at  tiw  aame  time,  on  the  nature  and  use  of 
■ndi  worici.  The  King  asked  him  if  it  was 
well  done  now.  Johnson  anawcped,  he  had  no 
reaaon  to  tiiink  that  it  was.*  The  Kin^  then 
asked  him  if  there  were  an/  etiwr  litenrj 
journals  published  in  thb  kingdom,  exeept  the 
Monthl J  and  Critical  Reviews ;  and  on  being 
answered  there  was  no  other,  his  Majesty  asked 
which  of  them  was  the  best :  Johnson  answered, 
that  the  Monthly  Beview  was  done  with  most 
care,  the  Critial  upon  the  best  principles; 
adding,  that  the  authors  of  the  Monthly  Beview 
were  enemies  to  the  Church.  Thb  the  King 
said  he  was  sorry  to  hesr. 

The  conversation  next  turned  on  the  Philo- 
sophical Transactions,  when  Johnson  observed 
that  they  had  now  a  better  method  of  amn^- 
ing  their  materials  than  temeily.  **  Ay,**  said 
the  S^iiigf  **^J  ve  obliged  to  Dr.  Johnson 
for  that  r*  for  his  Majesty  nad  heard  and  re- 
membered the  cireumsUuee,  which  Johnson 
lumsdf  had  ibigot. 


AMInms.   OwvlBk'iBpliiui 


UlannrandL 


*•  For  pliyriA  aad  SmM.  Mt  aqml  IhMv  Muc«  !•  I 
Uta  Ccw «•  pk|iik.  Mt fhptea  tmm b.*^ 

I  fUn>,  Bishop  BlrioftoQ  dbtcrred.  Dr.  Sdbmaa  vm 
IimC  to  11UI.  and  «howc4  that  A*  did  not  nndortUad  Um  Mb- 
JMt.  nndoMiMf  UlkoTaMgnUyiDCObjMttbf  HMorMorr 
mkroteopM,  but  bf  appljinc  two  ctfxiitmttn  to  oar  mlcro- 
•rop* ;  and  the  advantaga  of  dimlmaheo  tpbarical 


:s 


thb  eootrlranoe  U  well  known.  HlII'i  account  of  1h«  cxpai 
m0ti%  It  obacurrljr  and  Inaccurately  axpresMd  In  one  or  two 
particular! ;  but  Ibcrc  ean  ba  no  doubt  thai  ha  It  lubrtan- 
tun  7  ritfht.  and  that  Dr.  Johaaon'a  ilifnmit  vat  altogcchcr 

unfoundiid Caoftsa. 

•  Mr.  Gibbon,  bowarar,  aho«t  tha  aama  Mmt  (17Si)  w»9 
•  SMhram  judgBant  i  » **  I  can  hardly  exproM  how  moch  I 


Majesty  expressed  a  desire  to  ha;ve  tbe 
Uterary  biography  of  this  country  sbly  exe-  I 
cuted,  and  proposed  to  Dr.  Johnson  to  under-  < 
take  it.     Johnson  signified  lus  rea^eM  u>  > 
oompljr  with  his  Majesty's  wishes.  | 

During  the  whole  of  this  interview,  John-  ' 
son  tallrad  to  his  Majesty  with  profound  j 
respect,  but  still  in  his  firm  msaly  BBSimer,  ' 
witn  a  sonorous  voice,  and  never  in  tbat  . 
subdued  tone  which  is  oommonly  used  st  tlie  i 
leyee  and  in  the  drawing-room.  After  tbe  i 
King  withdrew,  Johnson  showed  himself  highly 
pleased  with  lus  Mijesty*s  oonversstioa,  sod 
gracious  behaviour.  He  said  to  Mr.Baniaid, 
""Su^they  maytalkof  the  Kingasthej  wiU; 
bnt  he  is  the  finest  gentleman  I  have  ercr 
seen.**  And  ha  aftennuda  observed  to  Mr. 
Langfeon,  ^  Sir,  hk  manners  are  those  of  u 
fine  a  gentleman  aa  we  may  suppose  Levis  the 
Fonrteenlh  or  Charles  the  Seooad.*** 

At  Sir  Joshua  Beynolds*s,  where  a  circle  of 
Johnson's  friends  was  coMacied  round  hioi  to 
hear  his  account  of  thia  meoMirafale  esavena- 
tjon.  Dr.  Josqph  WsrtOD,  in  his  Drank  and 
lively  manner,  was  verr  active  in  pressing  him 
to  mention  the  partaoulmrs.  ^  Come  nov,  Sir, 
this  is  an  interesting  matter;  do  fiivsur  us  wiih 
it**    Johnson,  with  great  good^hnmoir,  com* 

He  told  them, «« I  fomi  hia  MiQCSty  wiiM 
I  should  talk,  and  I  made  it  mybasmailo 
talk.  I  find  it  does  a  man  good  to  be  talked 
to  by  his  Sovereign.    In  the  met  plsee,  s  am 

cannot   be   in  a  psssion ^    Here  toaie 

question  interrupted  hhn,  which  is  to  be  r^ 
gretted,  as  he  certainly  woidd  have  pointrd 
out  and  illuBtrated  many  circnmstsaccs  d 
advantage,  from  bebv  in  a  sitnation  vboe 
the  powers  of  the  mind  are  at  once  excited  to 
vifforons  exertion,  and  tempered  by  reven^ 
tialawe. 

Duxiw  sll  the  time  in  which  Dr.JohBioB 
waa  em]Hoyed  in  rriating  to  the  eirde  at  bir 
Joahna  Rejrnolds's  the  pnrdonlan  of  «^ 
passed  between  the  King  and  him.  Dr.  Gold- 
smith remained  unmoved 


distance,  afieotin^  not  to  join  in  the  les^  » 
die  eager  cnriosity  of  the  compaay*  Ue  «- 
signed  as  a  reason  for  hb  gloom  and  seemii^ 
inattention,  that  he  apprehended  Johnsua  bsa 
relinqmshed  his  purpjae  <£  famJshiag  hiv 
with  a  Prolqgue  to  ha  play,  with  the  hopei  (?f 


aBddl|fatadwlthtiMj< 
an  oniiltkNi,  preddoo,  and 
that  faBpartUUt  J  and  cuidoar  arhteh 
aad  doMcta  of  a  wtttfc,  SIvhiV  to 
pralaa.  and  cataaly  aad  laadar|f 
Jttw.  ITorto,  Tol.  ▼.  p.  ea .  —  La 

*  ThIa  pcrhapa  auf  hava  flvaa  Br.  1 
the  Bioat  popolar  aad  aatartalalM  of  aU  M 
Uvai  oTtha  Foota.*"    Ha  hiaualf  aafa  la  hb 
that  ba  **  waa  wnraadfid  to  flmtfah  Mm 
facaa,*'  but  that  Is  aot  laeoaalataBt  vUh  Ma 
dtopoaad  hf  the  ropal  vlah.  >-Caaa 

^Thla  ranUoda  at  of  MadaaBo 
naivete,  vhea.  after  s^viaf  aa  aeaooat  of 
daac«d  with  bar.  iha^da»**Ali]  c'aat  la 
1-— Ci 
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wiudb  lie  liad  becsa  flattered;  bat  it  'wa 
itwuiji/  raspeeted  thit  he  was  frefttiag  widi 
chagrm  and  enrj  at  the  nngular  lionoiir  Dr. 
Jolmaon  bad  Istel/ esjojed.  At  length,  the 
franVnpM  and  siiii^citj  of  fais  natnral  dm- 
raeter  prerailed.  ue  sprung  from  the  sofa, 
advaneed  to  Johnson,  and  in  a  kind  of  flutter, 
froo  ^**ng*'**"|g  himself  in  the  situation  which 
he  had  just  been  hearii^  desciibed,  exclaimed, 
**  Welly  jon  acqmtted  Tounelf  in  tins  conyer* 
satKRi  better  than  I  should  have  done;  lor  I 
ibonld  have  bowed  and  stamaaered  through 
the  iHiole  of  it.*" 

I  iveeiTed  no  letter  from  Johnaon  this  year; 
nor  hsve  I  disoovered  any  of  the  oorrespond- 
ence  *  he  bad,  except  the  two  letters  to  Mr. 
Drnmmond,  winch  hare  been  inserted  for  Hie 
sake  of  connectian  with  that  to  Ihe  satme 
gentleman  in  1766.  His  diaiy  affords  no  light 
as  to  bb  employment  at  this  tune.  He  passed 
three  months  at  Lichfield  * :  and  I  cannot  omit 
an  aflectinff  and  solemn  scene  there,  as  related 
by  himself:— 

"Sonday,  Oct  18.  1767.  Tetterdsy,  Oct.  17., 
ftt  aboat  ten  in  the  momiii|^  I  took  my  leave  for 
ever  oi  my  dear  old  friend,  Catharine  Chambera, 
who  came  to  live  with  my  mother  aboat  1724,  and 
has  been  but  little  parted  from  us  since.  Slie 
buried  my  fiither,  my  brother,  and  my  mother.  She 
ia  mmr  fifty^ght  years  old. 

••I  dsaiwd  all  to  withdraw,  ibeo  told  her  that  we 
wesato  part£ir  ennr ;  that  as  Chxistiaos,  we  should 
part  vUh  pnyer;  and  that  I  would,  if  she  was 
wiifii^  say  a  sboit  prayer  bends  her.  She  ex- 
ptcssad  great  desiia  to  hear  me  ;  and  hM  up  her 
poor  hands^  as  she  lay  in  bed.  with  great  ferroor, 
whiW  I  pmyed.  kneeling  by  her,  nearly  in  the  Sol- 
lowing  words :  — 

"Almigb^  and  most  mercifnl  Father,  whose 
loving  kindrwss  is  over  all  thy  work%  behold,  visit, 
sBsd  rthtmp  this  thy  servant,  who  u  grieved  with 
M^WiaM.  Grant  that  the  sense  of  her  weakness 
any  add  strength  to  her  fiutb,  and  seriousness  to 
her  sepcntanoe.  And  gnai  that  by  the  help  of  thy 
Holy  Spirit,  after  the  pains  and  labours  of  this  short 
lift^  we  may  all  obt«n  everlasdng  happinesi^  through 


«rib 


oCaUoa 


*  It  If  r— Mirfcubto  that  Johnfon  should  have  aeen  four,  if 
Sva,  or  our  lovcrclfna,  and  boca  lo  the  actual  pna&aem 

lot  four  of  Uisn.    Qaoeo  Aaoa  tomeked  blm ; 
First  he  probaUy  norer  ia«  (  but  Oeorte  the 
ho  aniit  b«qii«idf  have  taea,  thou|h  oalj  hi  publle. 
OwirgiB  the  Third  ho  conyoraad  with  oa  tfui  oeeulont  and 
toM  ah  John  Sawkha,  that,  ia  a  visit  lo  Mfi.  Fw«f, 
'  the  cart  of  ooa  of  tbe  younf   prlaces,  ai   tae 
'a  nooi^  the  Frinoa  of  Walas.  afterwaida  Oeorge  IV., 
:«  child,  raaie  Into  the  room,  and hegan  to  pUj  about ; 
with  his  usual  curkMltT,  took  an  opportimlly 
him  vbat  hooia  he  vaa  rcadnif  ,  and.  In  parUeulor, 
to  Us  fcaoaiodso  of  the  Scaptui— ;  tbe  Prtaee, 
gtm  htm  giiut  sirisfacfion.    R  la  ootsible, 
tfiat  at  that  visit  he  might  have  seea  Friaoe  WHUaas 
fTfWilllaai  lV.)^who  was,  I  tblnk.  as  weH  m  ttio  Dnhe 
Mra.  Farcy's  care*  ^-^aoaaa. 

*  It  la  praper  hare  to  mention,  that  when  I  apeak  of  his 
I  eoaaUer  it  hMlependcnt  of  the  voluminous 

of  letters  which,  in  the  eourae  of  maoy  yean,  he 

to  Ifta.  Thfsto, — which  Ibrms-a  separate  port  of  his 

a  proof  of  the  high  estlaaatlon  set  on  anj 

o  from  Ms  pea,  was  sold  by  that  lady  for  tbe 

of  ive  hosidred  pounds.  —  Boswitx.    In  wj  former 

1  had  eatraeted  largdy  from  those  lettete  to  SU  up 


Jasvs  Cimisa  oar  Iiord,  for  whose  sake  hear  our 
pmysfiL*    Amen.     Oar  Father,  &c 

**  I  thea  kieied  her.  She  told  msb  that  to  part 
was  the  greatest  pain  that  she  had  ever  fdt,  and 
that  she  hoped  we  ^ould  meet  again  in  a  better 
plsfi&  1  expressed*  with  swelled  eye^  and  great 
emotion  of  tenderness,  tbe  same  hopes.  We  kissed, 
and  parted.  I  humbly  hope  to  meet  again,  and  to 
part  no  more.**' 

By  those  who  hare  been  tausht  to  look  upon 
Johnson  as  a  man  of  a  harm  and  stem  cma- 
racter,  let  this  tender  and  sflfectionate  scene 
be  candidly  read;  and  let  lliem  then  judge 
whether  more  warmth  of  hearti  and  grateful 
kindness,  is  often  found  in  hnman  nature. 
^  We  have  the  following  notice  in  his  dero- 
tional  record :  — 

"  August  S.  1767.  I  haf«  been  distuibed  and 
unastsled  far  a  long  timsb  and  have  been  without 
rssohition  to  apply  to  stud^  or  to  busiDesi^  being 
hiadeved  by  sudden  snatches. 

*'  I  have  for  aome  days  forborne  wine  and  suppers. 
Afasdnenea  is  noteasily  practised  in  another's  house ; 
but  I  think  it  fit  to  try. 

**  I  was  extremely  perturbed  in  the  night,  but 
bavehad  this  daymoreesae  than  I  expected.  Dfeo] 
gr  [ada].  Fethaps  Cfais  may  be  such  a  sudden 
relief  as  I  once  had  by  a  good  night's  rest  in  Fetter 


**  From  that  time,  by  ahsrinenceb  I  have  had  more 
se.  I  have  read  five  books  of  Homer,  and  hope 
to  end  the  sixth  to-night.  I  have  given  Mrs. 
DasnouUns  a  guinea. 

^By  abstinence  from  wine  and  suppers,  I  ob- 
tained sudden  and  grcnt  relief  and  hsid  freedom  of 
mind  restored  to  me ;  which  I  have  wanted  for  aU 
diis  year,  without  being  able  to  find  any  means  of 
obtaming  it.** 

He,  liowerer,  furnished  Mr.  Adams  with  a 
Dedication*  to  the  King  of  that  mgenious 
gentleman's  "Treatise  on  tike  Globesr  con- 
ceived and  expressed  in  such  a  manner  as 
could  not  f(ul  to  be  very  grateful  to  a  monarch, 
distiiiyi-ished  £ar  his  love  of  the  sdencea. 

This  year  was  pabiished  a  ridicule  of  his 


the  laeunm  (sueh  as  this)  la  Mr.  Boswdl's  nairatlve,  but 
restricted  plaa  of  this  edltien  ohllges  mo  to  limit  rovaelf 
to  such  extracts  as  are  esseotlal  to  cany  on  the  Lm  of 


the 


plaa  of  this  edltien  ohilges  mo  to  limit  royaelf 

» — Ci 

*  In  hia  letter  to  Mr.  DnnuaoDd,  dated  Oct.  84. 1767.  ho 
mentleaa  that  ho  haS  arrived  la  London,  after  an  abaenoe  of 
Boarlj  ato  UMnMt  la  the  oountiy.  Prafaablr  part  of  that  time 
at  Oxford.— MUiOMB.  He  asiueaia  to  have  beea 
*•  three  montha"  In  liehfldL    WriUaff  to  Mc. 

■t  ha  had  alreadj  been  awaj 
or  expected.*'  And  It  ap. 
U  the  ISth  October.  It  Is 
probable  that  he  was  on  a  rlsit  to  Miss  Porter,  for  ho  adda, 
**  Wss  Lnqr  Is  more  kind  and  dTll  ttiaa  I  expected,  and  has 
raised  mjr  esteem  bf  mauy  excellencies  very  noble  and 
reMlendent,  though  a  Uttle  dlsooloutad  bj  boary  virfinity.** 


Thrale,  SOth  July,  1767,  he  asya  that  hahad  already  been  away 
**  mudi  longer  tun  he  proposed  or  expected.*'    And*  " 

that  bo  WBMiaea  these  till  the  ISth  October.    It  Is 


<  The  greater  pert  of  this  pnyer  Is,  as  Bishop  Elrlngton 
Observed  to  me,  In  tbe  Visitation  of  tbe  Sick  In  our  Lfturgy, 


Indeed,  tbe  best  heipe  to  prayer  for  all  oocaatoos  augr 
be  found.  •  CxoKsa. 

*  Catherine  Chambers,  as  Dr.  Harwood  informed  me,  died 
in  a  few  days  affeor  this  Interview,  and  was  baried  In  St. 
Chad*^  Uchfldd,  oa  dm  9Ui  of  Nov.  I7«r. — Caoaaa. 
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style,  under  the  title  of  ^^Lexiphanes.*'  Sir 
John  HawkiDfl  ascribes  it  to  Dr.  nlenrick ;  but 
its  author  was  one  Campbell,  a  Scotch  parser 
in  the  navy.  The  ridicule  consisted  in  apply- 
ing Johnson's  **  words  of  large  meaning^  to 
insignificant  matters,  as  if  one  should  put  the 
armour  of  Goliath  upon  a  dwarf,  llie  con- 
trast might  be  laughable ;  but  the  dignity  of 
the  armour  must  remain  the  same  in  all  con- 
siderate minds.  This  malicious  drollery  ^ 
therefore,  it  may  easily  be  supposed,  could  do 
no  iuurm  to  its  illustrious  object. 

JOHNSON  TO  LANGTON, 
At  Mr,  Roihweff*,  P»fkmer,  m  New  Bcmd  StntL 

•^  LichScM.  Oct  10. 17C7. 

"  Dkak  Sia,  —  That  you  have  been  all  summer 
in  London  is  one  more  reason  for  whieh  I  regret 
my  long  stay  in  the  country,  I  hope  that  you  will 
not  leave  the  town  before  my  return.  We  have 
here  only  the  ebanee  of  vaeandes  in  the  paiiiag 
earrbgci,  and  I  have  bespoken  one  that  may,  if  it 
happens,  bring  me  to  town  on  the  fourteenth 'of  this 
month ;  but  this  u  not  certain. 

It  will  be  a  fovour  if  you  communieate  this  to 
Mrs.  Williams :  I  long  to  see  all  my  friends.  I 
am,  dear  Sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

Sam.  JoHysow.** 

[JOHNSON  TO  MRa  ASTON.* 

**  Not.  17.  ITST. 

"  Madam,  —  If  you  impute  it  to  disrespect  or 
inattcnttoo,  that  I  took  no  leare  when  I  left  Lich- 
field, you  will  do  me  great  injustice.  I  know  you 
too  well  not  to  value  your  friendship. 

**  When  I  came  to  Oxford  I  inquired  after  the 
product  of  our  walnut-tree,  but  it  had,  like  other 
trees  this  year,  but  very  few  nuts,  and  for  those  few 
I  came  too  late.  The  tree,  as  I  told  you.  Madam, 
we  cannot  find  to  be  more  than  thirty  years  old, 
and,  upon  measuring  it,  I  found  it,  at  ^wut  one 
foot  from  the  mund,  seven  feet  in  circumference^ 
and  at  the  height  of  about  seven  feet,  the  etreum- 
ference  is  five  feet  and  a  half;  it  would  have  been, 
I  believe,  still  bigger,  but  that  it  has  been  lopped. 
The  nuts  are  small,  such  as  they  call  single  nuts ; 
whether  this  nut  is  of  quicker  growth  than  better 
I  have  not  yet  inquired ;  such  as  they  are^  I  hope 
to  send  them  next  year. 


>  It  maj  bsv«  been  maUdoos,  bat  It  eortafaily  Is  not  droll. 
It  to  M  otorchwffwl,  ••  to  bsvo  ndthor  re— mblico  nor 

eMMOtry.  HawklM.  In  bit  woood  aditUm,  (publlsbod  long 
fora  B<Mw»U)  bad  eorractad  bto  orror.  and  attribotod  to  to 
C«fflpb«U.  —  CsoKSS.  Arcbibsld  Campbell,  ion  of  Prolasaor 
Archibald  Campbell,  of  St.  Andrew*!,  vat  alto  aathor  of 
**  The  Sale  or  Autbort  $  a  Dialogue,  In  imitation  of  Lodaa.'* 

—  Andkbioiv. 

*  We  bare  Jott  teen  ttet  be  was  datalatd  ISI  the  ISth. 

—  Caoasa. 

*  EUxabctb.  ooe  of  the  yooDiar  dansfatara  of  Mr  Thoaas 
Aftoo:  tee mue,  p.  SO.  n.  4.  Some  Irtters  of  Johntoa  to 
If rt.  Attoo.  commanleated  to  mo  after  tbat  note  was  int 
printed,  are  in  a  ualform  spirit  of  Condemem  and  raapoBt,  and, 

If  oC  no  other  value,  aflbrd  an  addltlooal  proof  of  tiM 
of  Mitt  Seward.    A  boodle  of  ber  letters 
by  Jobntoo  Jutt  beftwo  bit  death,  with  a 
exprembm  of  regard  and  regret  for  tbe  writer..*  Caeaaa. 

*  It  ^peart  tbat  be  vitlicd.  wltb  the  Tbralat,  (tboogb 
Mr.  BoiweU  never manUont  ItjMr. Brooke  of  TowB^auillng. 
of  whose  primf  ' 
latheLtSMrs. 


<■  You  know,  dear  m«<Wth,  the  liberty  I  took  of 
hinting,  tbat  I  did  not  think  your  present  mode  of 
life  very  pregnant  with  happiness.  Reflection  hit 
not  yet  changed  my  opinion.  Solitude  eicWdo 
pleasure,  and  does  not  always  secure  peace.  Some 
communication  of  sentiments  is  oommoolj  sccesmrj 
to  give  vent  to  the  imagination,  and  discharge  the 
mind  of  its  own  flatulendcs.  Some  Isdy  iurelr 
tnight  be  found,  in  whose  conversation  yoo  migfat 
delight,  and  in  whoee  fidelity  you  might  repote. 
The  WMi,  says  Locke,  ha»  pm»pk  of^U  toriM.  Yoo 
will  forgive  me  this  obtrusion  of  my  opinioo ;  Ism 
sttfe  I  wish  you  wclL 

«  Poor  Kitty  has  done  what  we  have  all  to  do. 
and  iMcy  has  the  world  to  Iwgin  anew :  I  hope  she 
will  find  some  way  to  more  oootant  than  I  left  ber 


•*  Be  pleased  to  make  my  eompUncoti  to  Mn. 
Hinckley  and  Miss  Turton.     I  am,  BIsdam,  your 
most  obliged  and  most  humble  servant, 
^Porkn  MSS.  "  Sam.  Johssos.*] 


CHAPTER  XXL 


1768. 

Siait  9fMnmm'a  Mind,  —  VUU  to  T^mu-Mt^^^- 

—  Prtiogw  to  GoUgmUk*$  ^Good-mahutd  Mn." 
^^Botmdt§  •«  Aeeomit  of  Ownea.**--  ^ortitt  H 
iko  Lam.  —  Nootit  amd  Omoim.  ^  Tibs  lW«i 
Cbase.  —  Jlaadny  MSA  —  a.  KUda.-^O'f^ 

—  (?«<ftrtt.  —  Hwmo.  ^  RAntmm.  -*  f^*^ 
Uft  tf  BnOta.  —  Nofurvf  ifiiisry.  —  B*St 
TVaeeJt.  —  CksuiUf,  —  CAeies  of  a  Wi/t.  -- 
SaroUCo  Itafy,  ^  Liberty.  ^  Kienriek,  ^  Thm- 

son.  —  AfoNsey.—  SmfL  —  Lor^  EfHtto^- 
Ldttr  on  tk$  FonoaHUm  of  a  Ubrarp.  —  Bmt^ 
at  the  Stratfi>rd  Jwbibo.  — Jokmoom'i  Opinion  */ 
ki$  -  Coniau*' 


It  appears  from  his  notes  of  tbe  state  of  hL« 
mind,  that  be  sufiTered  great  pcrturbatioo  ftc«l 
distraction  in  1768. 

•*  Town.lfalling,  in  K€Bt\  18th  Sept  1T<^*.  ^ 
night.  —  I  have  now  begun  the  sixtieth  yesr  dn% 


••  Dr.  JUbMoa  lb  Mrt.  Tlrvlr. Stf  ilttfwt  1777.'"  ^  ** 
very  well  done  bf  Mr.  Brooke  to  eend  Tor  yoo.  U>i  *  '* 
If  one  of  nr  fkvourlte  plaeee,  Hl«  water  is  *vi7  <^  *  '^*' 
dkws,  aod  the  whole  place  has  the  traa  old  apreerasx*  •'  * 
little  oouBtoY  town." 

•*  Jfrt.  Tkr^  i»  Hr.  .Ihiwiaa.  ISfA  Stptmier,  ITTT  - 
**CoaBe,  here  Is  aewi  of  TowB-Mallinc.  the  9«'<  -^ 
Ikihloaod  plaee  tai  Kent,  thtt  jou  Itked  to,  berauir  .i  •»* 
asreeablo  to  your  own  noUona  of  a  rural  llJe.  1  («•  «•'  ** 
were  the  first  people,  eieepc  tho  matter  of  K.  «bu  ^*<  ' 
maajr  rears,  takao  delifbt  in  tbe  old  ce«ch  wUI^mis  »  -  *««> 
tbe  two  niartad  dncka  hi  odo  dieh.  Uie  f6(tiS««i  '-  •*'' 
■ardea,  aad  fir^rem  cut  in  ifurea.  A  epirtt  of  tbrx^u  i 
r-   . .  . -:t  .  j^    j^  n«4»  •-•» 

Ah*  rt- 
nephews.    Aad  a  waU  polled  away,  which  twre  Inrctr- %•  >'^'« 
frolt -.SsMff  at  SWepMfrv-.  la  Ibo  phrase.    Mr.  T^'«     • 
wiehad  eoongh  to  arse  on  theee  ro^s**  leawmin :  b««  h  ■ ' 
end  I  know  not.    For  year  eomlort,  the  aqnarv  acul«  ^ 
drop  into  one  aaother.  and  tbe  chncniata  ii  MU  m*^  ■*  ^ 


has  however  roarhed 


there  at  laet. 


piko 
newly  ait 


Ayewhedm, 
wa  too  by  alt 


life  How  the  last  yew  has  pest,  I  am  unwilliiig 
to  terrify  myself  with  thinking.  This  day  has  been 
psst  in  gfcat  perturbation:  I  was  distiaeted  at 
draxch  in  an  nneommon  degree,  and  my  distress 
has  had  very  little  intermission.  I  have  found  my- 
self somewhat  relieved  by  reading,  which  I  there- 
fore intend  to  practise  when  I  am  able.  This  day 
it  csme  into  my  mind  to  write  the  history  of  my 
melancholy.  On  this  t  purpose  to  deliberate ;  I 
know  not  whether  it  may  not  too  much  disturb 
me.* 

Nothing  of  liis  writiocB  was  given  to  the 
public  this  year,  except  Ufe  Frolosnie*  to  his 
friend  G<ddBmith*8  comedy  of  *"  The  Good- 
natiired  Man."  The  first  lines  of  this  Prologue 
are  strone  1j  characieristical  of  the  dimial 
gloom  of  his  mind ;  which  in  his  case,  as  in 
the  case  of  all  who  are  distressed  with  the 
same  malady  of  imagination,  transfers  to  others 
its  own  feelings.  Who  could  suppose  it  was 
to  introduce  a  comedy,  when  Mr.  Bensley 
solemnly  began, 

<*  Pms*d  with  the  load  of  lifis,  the  weary  mind 
Surreys  the  general  toil  of  human  kind.** 

But  this  dai^  ground  might  make  Goldsmith^s 
hnmoixr  shine  me  more.' 

In  the  spring  of  this  year,  having  published 
my  **  Account  of  Corsica  ^  with  the  Journal  of 
a  Toor  to  that  Island,'*  I  returned  to  London, 
verj  desirous  to  see  Dr.  Johnson,  and  hear  him 
upon  the  subject.  I  found  he  was  at  Oxford, 
with  bis  friend  Mr.  Chambers,  who  was  now 
Yineriaa  Ph>fes8or,  and  lived  in  New-Inn 
EUL  Havinff  had  no  letter  from  him  since 
that  in  whidi  lie  criticised  the  Lalinity  of  my 
TkeaiB,  and  having  been  told  by  somebody  that 
he  was  oiBfended  at  mv  having  put  into  my 
bode  an  ecxtract  of  his  fetter  to  me  at  Paris,  I 
WW  inmatient  to  be  with  him,  and  therefore 
fiiQovea  him  to  Oxford,  where  I  was  enter- 
tained by  Mr.  Chambers,  with  a  civility  which 
I  shall  ever  gratefully  remember.  I  found  that 
Dr.  Johnson  had  sent  a  letter  to  me  to  Scot- 
land, and  that  I  had  nothing  to  complain  of 
but  his  being  more  indifferent  to  my  anxiety 
titan  I  widied  him  to  be.    Instead  of  giving. 


loaa  bf  a  mdd,  who  cnrtsiM  st  ihe  preisnti  every  enp. 
Dear  old  Deddjr  Brooke  looks  wsU,  sod  svvd  bandioai«»  st 
old ;  while  I  mw  hit  lifter,  who  to  nineCi'- 
and  eaUf  hba  JVgidtoy,  est  more  vonitoo  at  a 
Mr.  Thrale.  These  era  the  proper  oootem- 
ftaOobaof  thisMSiCML  Msy  my  daughter  and  mjr  friend  bat 
■lioy  UTe  MM  looff,  and  oae  it  as  inooceotly  as  these  aweel 
pMpie  have  done.  The  sifht  of  such  a  Cunlly  oonioles  one's 
heart.**—  Caoua. 
1  In  this  prolocoa,  after  the  line —  **  And  locial  aorraw 
"  half  Its  pain/'  the  loUowias  coaplat  was  laaerted:— 

•*  jbmUsi  tke  talis  qf  tkit  relmrmimg  fvar. 
When  .wiiftiri  amd  noUa  team  le/MTt 
Our  UtUe  faaid  wlthoot  oomplaint  nay  shsra 
The  hustling  season's  efrfdemie  care.** 


Se  the  prologue  appeared 
mttb   probably  thought 
characters  might  gire 
J^duMOQ  to  omit  them. 
the  author  thought  mi 
ehaaged  to  muwmt.- 
itauire,  a  drcamstaooe 
pofwies*—  Csoaaa. 


In  th9PwiUeJdwerHi€r.    GoM- 

that  the  linee  printed  In  Italic 

and  thererare  preTallcd  on 

The  epithet  UMe,  wbleh  perbspe 

ht  dimloisb  his  dignity,  was  also 

LONB.     GoldsmiiK  was  low  in 

often  allttded  to  by  hia 


with  the  circumstances  of  time  and  place,  such 
fra^ents  of  his  conversation  as  I  preserved 
dunng  this  visit  to  Oxford,  I  shall  tlirow  Uiem 
toother  in  continuation. 

I  asked  him  whether,  as  a  moralist,  he  did 
not  think  that  the  practice  of  the  law,  in  some 
degree,  hurt  the  nice  feeling  of  honesty. 
JoHHSON.  *^  Why  no,  Sir,  if  you  act  properly. 
You  are  not  to  deceive  your  clients  with  false 
representations  of  your  opinion :  you  are  not 
to  tell  lies  to  a  Judge.^  Boswsix.  ^^Bnt 
what  do  yon  think  of  supporting  a  cause  which 
you  know  to  be  bad  ?"  Johnsoh.  **  Sir,  you  do 
not  know  it  to  be  good  or  bad  till  the  Judge 
determines  it.  I  have  said  that  vou  are  to 
state  facts  fairlv:  so  that  your  thinking,  or 
what  vou  call  knowing,  a  cause  to  be  bad, 
must  be  from  reasoning,  must  be  from  your 
supporing  your  arguments  to  be  weak  and  in- 
conclusive. But,  Sir,  that  is  not  enough.  An 
argument  which  does  not  convince  yourself, 
may  convince  the  judge  to  whom  you  urge  it : 
and  if  it  does  convince  him,  why,  then.  Sir, 
vou  are  wrong,  and  he  is  right.  It  is  his 
business  to  judge ;  and  you  are  not  to  be  con- 
fident in  your  own  opinion  that  a  cause  is  bad, 
but  to  say  all  you  can  for  your  client,  and  then 
hear  the  judge's  opinion.**  Boswxix.  "  But, 
Sir,  does  not  affecting  a  warmth  when  you 
have  no  warmth,  and  appearing  to  be  clearly 
of  one  opinion  when  you  are  in  reality  of 
another  opinion,  does  not  such  dissimulation 
impair  one*s  honesty?  Is  there  not  some 
danger  that  a  lawver  may  put  on  the  same 
masK  in  common  life,  in  the  intercourse  with 
his  friends?"  Johnson.  ^^Why  no.  Sir. 
Every  body  knows  vou  are  paid  ior  affecting 
warmth  for  your  client;  and  it  is,  therefore, 
properly  no  dissimulation:  the  moment  you 
come  mm  the  bar  you  resume  your  usual  be- 
haviour. Sir,  a  man  will  no  more  carry  the 
artifice  of  the  bar  into  the  common  inter- 
course of  society,  than  a  man  who  is  paid  for 
tumbling  upon  his  hands  will  oontmue  to 
tumble  upon  his  hands  when  he  should  walk 
on  his  feet.*'' 


s  **  Mr.  BoeweU's  book  I  was  foing  to  recommend  to  yon 
when  I  received  yoar  letter:  it  has  pleased  and  moved  me 
strangely,  all  (I  mean)  that  relates  to  PaoU.  He  to  a  man 
bom  two  thousand  years  after  his  time  I  The  pamphlet  prores 
what  I  have  always  maintained,  that  any  fool  may  write  a 
most  Taluable  book  by  chaaoe,  if  he  will  only  tell  us  what  he 
heard  and  saw  with  veracity.  Of  Mr.  Boswetl's  truth  I  have 
not  the  teeat  snairidon,  becaose  I  am  sore  he  could  Invent 
nothinc  of  thto  kud.  The  true  title  of  this  part  of  his  work 
Is,  a  Dialogue  between  a  Oreen-Oooae  and  a  Hero.  Gray  io 
Hormee  WalpoU^  Feb.  S5. 1768 CaoKaa,  1846. 

>  See  fo^  Aug.  IA.  177S.  where  Johnson  has  lopported 
the  same  agument.  —  J.  Bcmwell,  Jun. 

Cicero  touches  this  question  more  than  once,  hut  never 
with  much  conldence.  **  Atqui  etiam  hoc  praceptum  oflllcil 
dlllgenter  tenendum  est,  ne  quern  unquam  iimooentem  judklo 
capitis  arceaaas ;  M,  raim,  sine  scelere  flerl  nullo  pacto  potest. 
Nee  tamoi,  at  hoc  fugiendum  est,  ita  habendum  est  reUgioul, 
MoerNlns  a/ioiMMMfo,  modo  ne  mjmritim  rtiyftimque,  de- 
fendere.  Vult  hoc  multitudo,  patitnr  consuetudo.  fert  eClam 
humanitaa.     Judlds   est   semper  In  causae  emna  seqni, 

SatronI  nonnunquam  verlslroile,  etiamsl  minus  sit  varum , 
efendnre."  (De  Off.  1.  2.  c.  14.)  We  might  have  expected 
a  less  conditional  and  apologetieal  defence  of  his  own  pro- 
fession from  the  great  philosopbical  orator.  -->CaoKiB« 
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Talking  of  some  of  the  modem  ikUys^  be 
said,  *'Fake  Delicacy  **>  was  totallj  yoid  of 
character.  He  praised  Goldsmith's  "Good- 
natured  Man ;  **  said  it  was  the  best  comedy 
that  had  ^>pcared  since  "The  F^Toked 
Husbondf**  and  that  there  had  not  been  of  late 
any  such  character  exhibited  on  the  stage  as 
that  of  Croaker.  I  observed  it  was  the  Sumrhu 
of  his  Bambler  [No.  69.],  He  said.  Gold- 
smith had  owned  he  had  borrowed  it  firom 
thence.  "  Sir/*  continued  he,  "  there  is  all  the 
difference  in  the  world  between  characters  of 
nature  and  characters  of  manners ;  and  there 
is  the  difference  between  the  characters  of 
Fielding  and  those  of  Richardson.  Characters 
of  manners  are  very  entertaining;  but  they 
are  to  be  understooid,  by  a  more  superficial 
observer  than  characters  of  nature,  where  a 
man  must  dive  into  the  recesses  of  the  human 
heart." 

It  always  a^ieared  to  me,  that  he  estimated 
the  compositions  of  Richardson  too  hi^y ', 
and  that  be  had  an  unreasonable  prejudice 
against  Fielding.  In  comparing  tnose  two 
writers,  he  used  this  expression ;  "  thai  there 
was  as  great  a  difference  between  them,  as 
between  a  man  who  knew  how  a  watch  was 
made,  and  a  man  who  could  tell  the  hour  by 
looking  on  the  dial-plate."  This  was  a  short 
and  figurative  state  of  his  distinction  between 
drawing  characters  of  nature  and  characters 
only  of  manners.  But  I  cannot  help  being  of 
opinion,  that  the  neat  watches  of  Fielding  are 
as  well  constructed  as  the  large  clocks  of 
Richardson,  and  that  his  dial-plates  are  brighter. 
Fielding's  characters,  though  they  do  not 
expand  themsdves  so  widely  in  dissertation, 
are  as  just  pictures  of  human  nature,  and  I 
will  venture  to  say,  have  more  striking  features, 
and  nicer  touches  of  the  pencil ;  and,  though 
Johnson  used  to  quote  with  "Miprobation  a 
saying  of  Richardson's,  "  that  the  virtues  of 
Fieldmg's  heroes  were  the  vices  of  a  truly 
good  man,"  I  will  venture  to  add,  that  the 
moral  tendency  of  Fielding's  writings,  though 
it  does  not  encourage  a  strained  awi  nrSj 
possible  virtue,  is  ever  favourable  to  honour 
and  honesty,  and  cherishes  the  benevolent  and 
generous  affectioiii.     He  who  is  aa  good  as 


•*JoCllM 


>  By  Hngh  KtXkft  th»poetieal  itajnakir 
as,  Feb.  Sl  1777.  —  Caokbi. 

Aprtt  S.  1771.  -  C. 
MnIfawttM,**wi 
tonalljr  aoqiulntad  witk  Blchanlwn.  to  fkvt 
hit  ttdmlrrrt ;  Imt  hm  tmwd  not  Arm  In  It.  and 
tini«  he  ulkad  into  adlMiiprolMtloooratl  Sctitloai  ralatioot, 
of  which  h«  would  ftvquaatlj  aaj.  Umj  took  m  koM  pf  Sir 
wtimd  "  -.  CaoKBB. 

4  In  The  ProTokad  HwlMad.  bes«a  hf  Sir  Jota  TaD- 
brach.  and  tuisbed  l>y  Collaf  Clhber.  ->  WaiQBT. 

Mljr  Dr.  B«i|aiBiD  Hoadly.  Carrick'  '  ~ 
fernuiiee  of  Runrar  wai  tha  i 
dnrtng  tu  Srvt  nm.  Gaarga  II.  vaa  ad  w«ll  ph 
thu  rmaMiv,  that  ka  aeat  tka  aatkor  ana  kandrad  Doonda  — 
Wr^lu.  Roraea  Walpola  ffvaa  aa  a  raaaaii  of  Oaorta  tka 
flaooQd'*  favour,  that  ooa  of  tha  canaea  M  MUplcioo  asalaiC  tka 
InMcaot  heroioa  (tka  flndlaf  lUnfar'a  kat)  was  tka  lama 
witk  ooe  of  Ikon  allagad  acalmt  bit  motkar.  tka  Blactraaa 
b— tka  kaSaf  Oa 


d,  aa  kaiiis  par- 
:r  tka  opiDMn  of 
ind  could  at  aaf 


rick'a  lotmHabia  sar- 
aapport  of  tka  plaea 
ao  woll  Diaand  wItk 


<l^ 


«ko 


Fidding  would  make  Um,  is  sn  anuaUft  maa<  i 
ber  of  society,  and  bm^  be  led  on  by  nore 
r^ulatod   instructon,   to  a  higher  state  of  | 
ethical  perfection.'  I 

Johnson  proceeded:  "Eves  Sir  IVtads  , 
Wronghead  ^  is  a  character  of  maanen,  thongh 
drawn  with  great  humour."  He  then  repetted, 
veiy  happOv,  all  Sir  Francb's  credulous  sc- 
count  to  Manly  of  his  being  with  **  the  grot 
man,**  and  securixiff  a  place.  I  ssked  hiai,  if 
*^  The  Suspicious  Inubaod  ** '  did  not  fiiniih  a 
well-drawn  character,  that  of  Ranger.  Jon- 
SOB.  ^*  No,  Sir ;  Ranger  is  just  a  rake,  s  mere 
ra^^  and  a  lively  young  fellow,  but  no  cAs- 
raeter. 

The  great  Douglas  Cause  was  at  this  tine  s 
very  general  subject  of  discussion.  I  found  lie 
had  not  studied  it  with  much  attention*,  bat 
had  only  heard  parts  of  it  occasionsIlT.   He, 
however,  talked  of  it,  and  said,  ^'I  snof 
opinion  that  positive  proof  of  fraud  thoold  not 
be  reouired  of  the  plamtifi^  but  that  the  JoHl**^ 
should  decide  according  as  probabilitr  %\xj^ 
appear  to  preponderate,  granting  to  uie  di- 
fendaat   the  presnmptioB  of  fihatioB  to  be 
strong  in  his  favour.    And  I  think  too,  ibst  t 
ffood  deal  of  weight  shoiikl  be  aUowad  to  tbr 
dying  declarations,  because  they  were  fponis- 
neous.    There  ia  a  great  difference  betv*^ 
what  is  said  without  onr  being  urged  to  it «  ' 
what  is  said  from  a  kind  of  comfmlsion.    If  1 
praise  a  man*s  book  witlvint  bong  asked  ot 
opinion  of  it,  that  la  honest  nraise,  to  wfair' 
one  may  trust.    Bat  if  an  author  asks  me  if  I 
like  his  book,  and  I  gire  hiaa  somethmff  ft* 
praise,  it  must  not  be  taken  aa  say  nal  opinios.* 

''  I  have  not  beca  troubled  for  a  loaf  tiw 
with  authors  deshnog   my  oninkm  of  tbcs: 
works.    I  used  once  to  be  sadiy  l^agved  viib 
who  wrote 


e  sadly  phgned  will; 
bat  wbD  Iherallt  M 


no  other  notion  of  a  verae,  fast  thatit 

of  ten  syllablesL   Xay  yamr  km^  aai  foarfci 

aeroee  yomr  jrfote,  waa  to  Iuda  a  verse:  — 


'  Lay  ySur  knife  ind  your  fork  acroas  your  plit*^ 

As  he  wreite  a  great  mmber  of  vervn*  h 
sometimes  by  chance  nmde  good  ones,  thtnif:! 
he  did  not  know  ii."  ^ 
He  renewed  his  pranbe  oT  Mnimr  to  8sc4 


tka  voider  of  Wr.TbyaB*)  kavtef  kaaaAaaitv^ 
(    '•  BaaiPrilTarko  waa  aauaal  an  dw  aMaaTWr.  1W« 


kad  paMtshad,  ki  17S6,  a  pampklat  mtitlad  Ika  "  f-^" 
tka  DoofkH  Oaoia,**  kM  vhich,  it  «4H  ka  aara.  p**  ^r^ 
ST.  177S.   ka  could  not  iMlaaa  JoksMia  awM  la  r*' 


17.  177S,   ka  could  not 

LOCKBAST. 

r  ••Dr.MmaoBdMiMtf 
tkair  nanoaoripli  fbr  kka  < 
rtad  fkaa  wkn  tkay  won 
vkao  ka  aooM  Bot  laraaOi  li# 
or  wkatarar  It 


aoQM  Bot  laraaOi  li#  apoiHd  tafca  ti 
Tar  It  vat,  aod  ■!▼•  tlio  paatpla  kl 
•  pofalkatlM  kadjpiapad  laoa.    A 
klB  tTttfady,  vktekTbrnM*  ka  la 
took,  and  h  laj  akoot  oar  romm  m  L 
tlBia.   'WhmmfmmrAtfam^^yam  mmA,M*'m4 
U aftar tka kadk  kad  kaaa  eatlod  Ikr.    •  t taM tan.*  •«vl 
ka.*lkaltkaaawaaloo«oekr%Mdnaffvtaa.*  Vr  f 


laaak  noat  vkilaiitlyf  *  Wtiy« 
Midkat'llookadatBoCki^baft  ika 
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land,  and  going  witli  me  to  the  Hebridea,  but 
nid  1m  would  now  content  Imnadf  with  seeing 
one  or  two  of  the  moat  cnriona  of  them.  He 
aaid,  **  Macanlay,  who  wrilea  tiie  account  of 
St.  KildBy  aet  ont  with  a  prejudice  againet 
prajodioe,  and  wanted  to  be  a  imart  modem 
thinker;  and  jet  he  afirma  for  a  tmth^  that 
when  a  afaip  arrivca  there  aU  the  inhabitanta 
are  aeised  wkh  n  cold." 

Dr.  John  Campbdi,  the  cdebrated  writer  \ 
took  a  great  deal  of  pains  to  ascertain  this 
laet,  and  attempted  to  account  for  it  on  phy« 
aiod  principleai  from  the  efiect  of  effluvia  mun 
human  bodies.  Johnson,  at  another  time 
IMarck  21. 1772^,  praised  Maeaulay  for  his 
"  Ba%  iiainwltc  *  m  asserting  thia  wonderful 
ator7,beeaoae&waaweU  attested.  A  lady  of 
HoAlk,  br  a  letter  [OcL  2.  1773],  to  mj 
friend  Dr.  BtameT,  has  faTOured  me  with  the 
fiiUawing  sohition :  — 

"  Nov  for  the  ezplieation  of  this  seeming  mys- 
terjp  vhieh  is  so  very  obvious  as,  for  that  reason, 
to  have  eMaped  the  penetration  of  Dr.  Jobnwn  and 
his  {Head,  as  well  as  that  of  the  author.  Reading 
the  book  with  my  ingcnioas  IHcnd,  the  late  Iter. 
Mb.  ClHistiaii  of  Docking  —  after  nuninatiag  a 
Uttib,  "Tlie  eavat,*  says  he^  <  is  a  natural  on&  The 
situation  of  St  Kilda  renders  a  north-east  wind  iiw 
dJ^^OMablj  neeeasaiy  before  a  stmngcr  can  land* 
The  wind,  not  the  atiaoger,  oeeasiona  an  epidemic 
eoki.  If  I  am  not  nustaken,  Jlir.  Macaulay  is 
dead;  if  liTiog,  this  solution  might  please  bim,  as 
I  hope  it  will  Mr.  Boswell,  in  return  for  the  many 
agreeable  hours  his  works  have  afforded  us.** 

Johnaoai  expatiated  on  the  adTantagea  of 
Oxford  far  teaming.  ^  There  is  here,  Sir,"  said 
he,^andi  aprogresaiTe  enralation.  The  students 
are  anziona  to  appear  well  to  their  tutors  ;  the 
tuton  are  anziona  to  haTe  their  pupils  appear 
well  in  the  college ;  the  cidli^ges  are  anxious  to 
hare  their  stodenta  appear  well  in  the  univer- 
sity;  and  there  are  ezodlent  mlea  of  diadjpltne 
in  ev^Tj  college.  That  the  rulea  are  aosnetimes 
ill  obaerred  ism  be  tme,  but  is  nothing  against 
the  ayatem.  llie  members  of  an  nniyeraity 
may,  for  a  season,  be  unmindful  of  their  doty. 
I  ana  argnii^  far  tiie  excellency  of  the  institu- 


Of  Gathrie,  he  anU,  ^Sir,  he  is  a  man  of 
parts.  He  haa  no  great  regular  fundof  know- 
ledge; but  by  reading  so  long,  and  writing 
so  long,  he  no  doubt  has  picked  up  a  gooa 
deaL" 

He  said  he  had  latdy  been  a  long  while  at 


I  warn  nmnst  sad  nrAlatS8,or  7VnlMsa«,  or  sndi  staff." 
.  This  was  MorphT'itracadj  of  2i!mM«,  In  which 
tb«ff»  are  two  diaraeisn*  Tfgrmmn  sod  TerO^cmMt  wboM 
saw,  abfefwialad,  ss  isuMUi  In  pl^a,  would  bs  Tfg.  and 
2>rf.— CaoBsa. 

>  Joknaen'a  immctiTcs  aaalait  acotiaDd,  In  cooimon  coo- 
In  plaaiintfj  and  woott  tbaa  rasl  and 
raa  SMra  Tisltad  by  oatirca  of  that 
thcra  any  ftir  whoa  ha  had  a  greatar 
U  was  to  Dr.  Grainger,  a  SoottUh  phjsldan.  that 
I  owad    aij  fliat  acqualatanco  with  Johnaon,  In  I7A6.— 
Ttact.  Tim  were  M—iif  hlng  mof  than  imort,  —  Caoaaa. 
*Ulatokon«rBtlaA  that  Mr.  Boswall  •hoold  have  per- 


Lidifield,  but  had  grown  veiT  weary  befbre  he 
left  it.  BoewBUb.  **  I  wonder  at  that,  Sir ;  it 
ia  your  natnre  place."  Jobhsoh.  *'  Why  so  is 
Scotland  ymar  native  place.** 

Hia  prejudice  againat  Scotland  appeared  re- 
markably strong  at  thia  time.*  When  I  talked 
of  our  adTaacement  in  literature,  "  Sir,**  said 
he,  ^  yon  haire  learnt  a  little  from  ns,  and  you 
thmk  yourselTes  vcsy  great  men.  Hume 
would  nerer  haive  written  hiatory,  had  not 
Voltaire  written  it  before  hinu  He  is  an  echo 
of  Vbltave.**  BoewKX.  ^'Bnt,  Sir,  we  have 
lord  Kamea.**  Jobhsov.  '^You  haoe  lord 
Kamea.  Keep  him;  ha,  ha,  ha!  We  don't 
envy  you  him.  Do  yon  erer  see  Dr.  Bobert- 
sonP*^  BoawKLL.  ''Yes,  Sir.*'  Jomtaov. 
''Does  the  dog  talk  of  me?**  BoawxLK. 
1^  Indeed,  Sir,  he  does,  and  Wea  you.'*  Think- 
ing that  I  now  had  him  in  a  comer,  and  being 
ao&citona  for  the  Uterary  fimie  of  my  country, 
I  pveased  him  for  his  opinion  on  the  merit  of 
Dr.  RobertBon*s  History  of  Scotland.  But  to 
my  sui-prise,  he  escaped.  —  "Sir,  I  love 
Bobertson,  and  I  won't  talk  of  his  book.** 

It  is  bat  justice  both  to  him  and  Dr.  Bobert^ 
son  to  add,  that  though  he  indulged  himsdf 
m  this  aally  of  wit,  he  had  too  good  taste  not 
to  be  fully  sensible  of  the  merits  of  that  ad- 
mirable work.* 

An  essay,  written  by  Mr.  Dcjan,  a  divine  of 
die  Chur^  of  England,  maintaining  the  future 
life  of  brutes  ^  by  an  explication  of  certain 
parta  of  the  Scr^tnres,  was  mentioned,  and 
the  doctrine  insisted  on  by  a  gentleman  who 
aeemedfond  ofcnrioua  spesnlation;  Johnson, 
who  did  not  like  to  hear  of  any  thing  coviem- 
ing  a  future  state  which  was  not  an&orised  by 
the  recnlar  canons  of  orthodoxy,  diacouraged 
thia  tuk ;  and  being  offended  at  its  eontinnaF> 
tion,  he  watched  an  opportunity  to  sive  the 
gentiieman  a  blow  of  reprehension.  So,  when 
tiiepoor  specnlatist,  with  a  serums  metaphv- 
sieal  pensive  iaee^  addressed  him,  "  But  really. 
Sir,  when  we  see  a  very  aensible  dog,  we  doir  t 
know  what  to  think  of  him;**  Johnson,  rolling 
with  joy  at  the  thought  which  beamed  in  his 
eye,  tonied  quickly  reund,  and  replied,  "True, 
mr :  and  when  we  see  a  very  foolishT^flbio, 
we  don*t  know  idmt  to  think  of  Am.**  He  then 
rose  up,  strided  to  the  fire,  and  stood  for  some 
time  laughing  and  exidting. 

I  told  nim  that  I  had  several  times,  when  In 
Italy,  seen  the  experiment  of  placing  a  scorpion 
wi^hi  a  circle  ox  burning  coals ;  that  it  raa 


Dr.  JdliBson«  an  carry 
to  hawa  foqNretsed  a  aiaat  contempt  far  Dr. 
i*s  works  ^  very  nalnstfy  indeed ;  bat,  however 
Mr.  Boewell  might  Imment  Johnean's  prejndice,  be  wai  not 
Jostlfled  In  thai  repeatedlT  miittatlng  the  fact.  See  aii«i» 
p.  179.,  poif.  tub  ISta  Aprfl.  IfTS.  where  Bonrell  MmpfTMn, 
and  SOU)  April,  177S,  where  ha  again  miurepn$ei»i»  Johnfon*! 
oplnlooi  or  Dr.  Bobertson.  —  Caosaa. 

4  **  An  Banf  on  the  Fatore  Life  of  Bratf  Cnatorea,  \n 
Blehard  Dean,  cnrata  of  mddleton.**  Tble  work  la  reviewed 
In  the  OaKfcMan'f  Magmine  for  I7tt.  p.  177..  in  a  ftjla 
Ilka  Johnion*>;  mid  a  itorv  of  **  a  very  Moalbla  doi 
nodeed  with  -eenaora.    So  that  it  masg  probably  hare 
Johneon*!.  —  uaoaaa. 


dog"& 
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round  tnd  roiind  in  extreme  pftin;  and  findinff 
no  waj  to  escape,  retired  to  tlie  centre,  an^ 
like  a  true  Stoic  philosopher,  darted  its  sting 
into  its  head,  and  thus  at  once  freed  itself  from 
its  woes.  *^  This  must  end  *em.**  I  siud,  this 
was  a  curious  fact,  as  it  showed  deliberate 
suicide  in  a  reptile.  Johnson  would  not  admit 
the  fact  He  said,  Manpertnis  ^  was  of  opinion 
that  it  does  not  kill  itself  but  dies  of  the  heal; 
that  it  gets  to  the  centre  of  the  circle,  as  the 
coolest  nJace ;  that  its  tuminff  its  tail  in  upon 
its  head  is  merely  a  oouTuuion,  and  that  it 
does  not  sting  itselfl  He  said  he  would  be 
satisfied  if  the  great  anatomist  Morgagni,  after 
dissecting  a  scorpion  on  which  the  experiment 
had  been  tried,  snould  certify  that  its  sting  had 
penetrated  into  its  head. 

He  seemed  pleased  to  talk  of  natural  philo- 
sophj.*  ^  That  woodcocks,"  sdd  he,  **  flj  over 
the  northern  countries  is  proved,  because  thej 
have  been  obsenred  at  sea.  Swallows  certainlj 
sleep  all  the  winter.  A  number  of  them  con- 
globulate  together,  by  flying  round  and  round, 
and  then  aU  in  a  heap  tnrow  themselves  under 
water,  and  lie  in  the  bed  of  a  river.** '  He 
told  us,  one  of  his  first  essays  was  a  Latin  poem 
upon  the  glow-worm ;  I  am  sorry  I  did  not  ask 
wnere  it  was  to  be  found. 

Talking  of  the  Russians  and  the  Chinese,  he 
advised  me  to  read  Bell*s  Travels.^  I  asked 
him  whether  I  should  read  Dn  Halde's  Ac- 
count of  China.  ^Why  yn,"  said  he,  *'as 
one  reads  such  a  book ;  that  is  to  say,  consult 
it." 

He  talked  of  the  hemousness  of  the  crime 
of  adultery,  by  which  the  peace  of  families 
was  destroyed.  He  said,  ^  Confusion  of  pro- 
ffeny  constitutes  the  essence  of  the  crime;  and 
uerefore  a  woman  who  breaks  her  marriage 
TOWS  is  much  more  criminal  than  a  man  who 
does  it  A  man,  to  be  sure,  is  criminal  in  the 
nght  of  God ;  but  he  does  not  do  his  wife  a 
very  material  injury,  if  he  does  not  insult  her; 
if,  for  instance,  firom  mere  wantonness  of 
^ypetite,  he  steals  privately  to  her  chamber- 
maid. Sir,  a  wife  ought  not  greatly  to  resent 
this.  I  would  not  receive  home  a  daughter 
who  had  run  away  from  her  husband  on  that 
account  A  wife  should  study  to  reclaim  her 
husband  by  more  attention  to  please  him.  Sir, 


I  1  tboold  Ihlnk  k  fanpoMibto  Mt  lo  ■omliii  at  Om  wtatjr 
of  Johnaao*!  reading,  however  deMllMT  tt  miglit  hare  been. 
Who  eouM  hurt  Imegloed  that  the  HIitb  Church  of  England- 
man  vouid  be  ae  prompt  in  suotlag  Mwrnpt  i  trnji,  who,  I  am 
iorrf  to  think,  itandf  in  the  list  of  thoae  onlbrtonala  mli. 
taken  bmo,  who  call  tbemaelvea  mprtti  J^rti.  I  have, 
however,  a  hl^  retpect  for  that  ohUoaopher,  whom  the  great 
Frederic  of  Ptiamm  loved  tad  h 
pBiholkallytooneofhii 


*, 


41iir  matn  wit  a 

l%ere  wm  In  Manpertuit  a  vieoar  and  vol  a  tendeinem  of 
amdmeot.  anited  •ith  ttronc  intelleetnal  powert,  and  on- 
comaoo  ardour  of  loul.  Wmild  he  had  been  a  Christian  I  I 
ceniMM  hflp  oAniMtljr  vratuHne  to  hope  that  he  It  one  now. 
— .DoAWBLL.  M«U{MTtui«  dim]  In  1799,  at  the  age  ofCa.  in 
the  anna  of  the  BeriiouUt«  lri%  ekriutmmgmenl.  -  Boknit. 


a  man  will  not,  once  in  a  hnndred  inttanees, 
leave  his  wife  and  go  to  a  haiiot,  if  hb  wife 
has  not  been  neglig^t  of  pleasing.** 

Here  he  discovered  that  acute  discriminsUoa, 
that  solid  judgment,  and  that  knowledse  of 
human  nature,  for  which  he  wss  upon  aU  oo- 
canons  remarkable.  Talong  care  to  keep  in 
view  the  moral  and  religious  duty,  ss  uinler- 
stood  in  our  nation,  he  showed  clearly,  fitnn 
reason  and  good  sense,  the  grcater  d^ree  of 
culpability  in  the  one  sex  deviating  nrom  it 
than  the  other ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  in- 
culcated  a  yery  useful  lesson  sm  to  the  wag  to 
hsep  hwL 

I  asked  him  if  it  was  not  hard  that  one 
deviation  from  chastity  should  so  absolute!/ 
ruin  a  young  woman.  Johhsoh.  **^V]ijdo, 
Sir;  it  is  the  great  principle  which  she  ii 
taught  When  she  has  given  up^  that  principlei 
she  has  given  up  every  notion  oi  fcoBile 
honour  and  virtue,  whidi  are  all  indnded  in 
chastity.** 

A  gentleman'  talked  to  him  of  a  lady  wliom 
he  greatly  admired  and  wished  to  many,  hni 
was  afr«id  of  her  superiority  of  talents.  **  Sir," 
said  he,  "  you  need  not  be  afraid ;  msiry  ber. 
Before  a  year  goes  about,  you*ll  find  Ihst 
reason  much  weaker,  and  that  wit  not  lo 
brifffat"  Tet  the  gentleman  hmJ^  joftified 
in  nis  apprehension  by  one  of  i)r.  Jotooo'i 
admirable  sentences  in  his  Life  of  Waller: 
^  He  doubtless  praised  many  whom  he  would 
have  been  afriud  to  marry;  and,  peritf]A 
married  one  whom  lie  wonld^  have  been 
ashamed  to  pnuse.  Many  qualities  contribo^ 
to  domestic  nappiness,  upon  which  po^  v 
no  colours  to  oestow;  and  man^  sin  aad 
sallies  may  delight  ''"•ginity?"i  which  bo  wbo 
flatters  them  never  can  approve.** 

He  prtJsed  Signor  BarettL  ^HisaoeooBl 
of  Italy  is  a  very  entertaining  book ;  apd,Sff, 
I  know  no  man  who  carries  Us  bead  hifber  la 
conversation  than  Baretti.  There  are  ftroof 
powers  in  his  mind.  He  has not,iiideed^Baay 
nooks ;  but  with  what  books  he  has,  he  gnppMi 
very  forcibl  v." 

At  this  time  I  observed  upon  the  dial-ptt^ 
of  his  watch  a  short  Greek  inscriptioD,  taka 
frtmi  the  New  Testament,  Ni<  7*^  <rx^ » 
being  the  first  words  of  our  Saviour's  solens 


Iftr.  Boewell  aeemt  to  eoBtmnplali  tko  poaaMU^tf*!^ 
merirm  eoovertkra  to  Chrtrtlanttj*  —  Cl 

*  Natoral  ktstorp.  —  Caonam. 

*  Thla  atorr  haa  been  enttraiy  mtakaim _ 

4  John  Bell,  of  Antorroonj.  who  pnbltahcd  M  Cl*M«V^ 

I7C1.**  Travels  from  St.  Peteraharth,  !■  ^     '     ^ 
Parta  of  Asia.  —  Caonn. 
»  Prohnbljr  BoawHI  hlmaalf.  —  Cmbmu 

*  John  Is.  4.    I  know  not  why  BoaweU  c 
words:  on  the  cootrarr.  they  aro  oxpleCive  af  lh»,*^-V 


ror  . 


_.  of  the  ndmontUoo.    Havktaia  aafa  ttml  this  vatrt  < 
W  Johnson  by  Mudge  and  Dotton  tn  ITtB)  wm  l*f*2 
be  ever  ooucas4^ :  bat  he  adda  Ikal  tke  Greek  ttwcv^^ 


he  ever  po«icas«d ;  bat  he  — ..  ....  .. .  ^ 

was  made  unint»1li|lbl#  by  tho  mlatako  of  lnacfiWt«  •«« '« 
i»|.    TbU  Mr.  Scvevens  denied ;  mid  he  cevttlnic  b»se^>^ 
to  his  nfcee  a  watch  bearing,  aa  I  aaa 
Inscription :   but  from  the  eytdeaca  of 
Johnson's  executors,  and  from  Um  know* 
vens  to  what  Is  leniently  cnUad 


^T.  59. 


BOSWELL'S  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


193 


admonition  to  the  improTement  of  that  time 
which  19  allowed  ua  to  prepare  for  eternity ; 
*^ik€  night  Cometh  when  no  man  can  work.** 
He  some  time  afterwards  laid  aside  this  dial- 
plate  ;  and  when  I  asked  him  the  reason,  he 
said,  "It  miffht  do  very  well  upon  a  clock 
which  a  man  seeps  in  his  closet;  but  to  have 
it  upon  liis  watch,  which  he  carries  about  with 
him,  and  which  is  often  looked  at  by  others, 
might  be  censured  «3  ostentatious.'*  Mr. 
Steevens  is  now  possessed  of  the  dial-plate 
inscribed  as  above. 

He  remained  at  Oxford  a  considerable  time.^ 
I  was  obliged  to  go  to  London,  where  I  re- 
eeived  this  letter,  which  had  been  returned 
firom  Scotland. 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

**  Oxford,  Uarch  SS.  1768. 
*  Mr  SKAK  BoswxLL,  —  I  have  omitted  a  long 
time  to  write  to  you,  without  knowing  Tcry  well 
why.  I  eould  now  tell  why  I  should  not  write ; 
tor  who  would  write  to  men  who  publish  the  letters 
of  their  friends,  without  their  leave  ?  *  Yet  I  write 
to  you  in  spite  of  my  eaution,  to  tell  you  that  I 
Aall  be  glad  to  see  you,  and  that  I  with  you  would 
empty  your  head  of  Corsiea,  which  I  think  has 
filled  it  rather  too  long.  But,  at  all  events,  J  shall 
be  glad,  very  glad,  to  see  you.  I  am.  Sir,  yours 
affeetimiatcly.  Sail  Johmsox.*' 

I  answered  thus :  — 


BOSW£LL  TO  JOHNSON. 

**  London.  AprQ  96. 176S. 
'  Mr  mjia  Sia,  —  I  have  received  your  last 
letter,  which,  though  very  short,  and  by  no  means 
eooapUmentary,  yet  gave  me  real  pleasure,  because 
it  eontains  these  words,  *  I  shall  be  glad,  very  glad, 
to  see  joQm*  —  Surdy  you  have  no  reason  to  com- 
plain of  my  publishing  a  single  paragraph  of  one  of 
your  letters  ;  the  temptation  to  it  was  so  strong. 
Ad  iirevocable  grant  of  your  friendship,  and  your 
■gaifyiag  my  Mire  of  visiting  Corsica  with  the 
epithet  of  '  a  wise  and  noble  euriosity,*  are  to  me 
aaore  valuable  than  many  of  the  giants  of  kings. 

**  Bat  how  can  you  bid  me  '  empty  my  hoid  of 
Carsiea?*  My  noble-minded  friend,  do  you  not 
leel  for  an  oppressed  nation  bravely  struggling  to 
be  free?  Consider  fairly  what  is  the  case.  The 
Corsicana  never  received  any  kindness  from  the 
Gcoocae.  They  never  agreed  to  be  subject  to  them. 
j  Tbcy  owe  them  nothing,  and  when  reduced  to  an 
abject  state  of  slavery,  by  fiiree,  shall  they  not  rise 
in  the  great  cause  of  liberty,  and  break  the  galling 
yoke?     And  shall  not  every  liberal  soul  be  warm 


Ids  was  not  the  orfgbtal  dial.  However  that  nay  be,  the 
dial  vas  laid  aaide  w  Jobnton,  aa  being,  Boawell  mm.  **  too 
asraitattooi,**  and  Hawkhis,  **  too  pedAotic.'*  But  Jobnioa 
■ar  hare  had  a  better  reaaon,  even  If  *•!  were  not  bbU- 
^•bed.  GiTtof  the  Inicrlptioa,  no  doubt  rrom  memory,  he 
had  altered  the  divine  pbraae,  whkh  la  dmply  i^xinM  ra{, 
aod  Johnaoo,  when  he  perceived  the  variance,  probably  re- 
aored  the  dIaL  BoeweU  in  hla  flrat  edition  had  given  the 
teat  eorrcctlj  ;  he  after  warda  adopted  the  miatake  of  adding 
y^. — Caoaaa.  Sir  Walter  Scott  put  the  aame  Greeli  worda 
on  a  ana-dial  In  hla  garden  at  Abbocaford. — LocxHAar. 
>  WhsM,  it  appears,  ftoaa  the  LeUerM,  1. 14.,  Hut  he  was 


for  them?  Empty  my  head  of  Corsica  1  Empty  it 
of  honour,  empty  it  of  humanity,  empty  it  of  friend- 
ship, empty  it  of  piety.  No  I  while  I  live,  Corsica, 
and  the  cause  of  the  brave  islanders,  shall  ever  em- 
ploy much  of  my  attention,  shall  ever  interest  me 
in  the  sincerest  manner.     *     *     *.     I  am,  &c., 

**  Jamu  BoewELL." 

[JOHNSON  TO  MISS  PORTER. 

•*  Oxford,  AprU  18.  ITSi. 

**  Mr  BKAa,  maa  Leva,  —  You  have  had  a 
very  great  loss.*  To  lose  an  old  friend,  is  to  be 
cut  off  from  a  great  part  of  the  little  pleasure  that 
this  life  allows.  But  such  is  the  condition  of  our 
nature,  that  as  we  live  on  we  must  see  those  whom 
we  love  drop  suceesaively,  and  find  our  circle  of 
relations  grow  less  and  less,  till  we  are  almost  un- 
coimected  with  the  world ;  and  then  it  must  soon 
be  our  turn  to  drop  into  the  grave.  Hiere  is 
always  this  consolation,  that  we  have  one  Protector 
who  can  never  be  lost  but  by  our  own  fiiult,  and 
every  new  experience  of  the  uncertainty  of  all 
other  comforts  should  determine  us  to  fix  our 
hearts  where  true  Joys  are  to  be  found.  All  union 
with  the  inhabitants  of  earth  must  in  time  be 
broken ;  and  all  the  hopes  that  terminate  here,  must 
on  [one]  part  or  other  end  in  disappointment. 

•«  I  am  ghui  that  Mrs.  Adey  and  Mrs.  Cobb  do 
not  leave  you  alone.  Pky  my  respects  to  them, 
and  the  Sewards,  and  all  my  friends.  When 
Mr.  Porter  comes,  he  will  direct  you.  Let  me 
know  of  his  arrival,  and  I  will  write  to  him. 

-  When  I  go  back  to  I^iondon,  I  will  take  care 
of  your  reading-glass.  Whenever  I  can  do  any 
thing  for  you,  remember,  my  dear  darlings  that  one 
of  my  greatest  pleasures  is  to  please  you. 

**  The  punctuality  of  your  correspondence  I  con- 
sider as  a  proof  of  great  regard.  When  we  shall 
see  each  other,  I  know  not,  but  let  us  often  think 
on  each  other,  and  think  with  tenderness.  Do  not 
fiarget  me  in  your  prayers.  I  have  for  a  long  time 
hack  been  very  poorly ;  but  of  what  use  is  it  to 
complain?  Write  often,  for  your  letters  always 
give  great  pleaaure  to,  my  dear,  your  most  affee- 
tionate  and  most  humble  servant. 
-^  Afo/oae.  **  Sax.  Johmsok."] 

Upon  his  aniTsl  in  London  in  May,  he  sur- 
prised me  one  morning  with  a  visit  at  my 
lodffing  in  Halfrnoon  Street,  was  quite  satisfied 
with  my  explanation,  and  was  in  the  kindest 
and  most  agreeable  frame  of  mind.  As  he  had 
objected  to  a  part  of  one  of  his  letters  being 
published,  I  thought  it  right  to  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  asking  him  expbcitly  whether  it  would 
be  improper  to  publiui  his  letters  after  his 
death.  His  answer  was,  *^  Nay,  Sir,  when  I  am 
dead,  you  may  do  as  you  wilL'* 


for  some  time  confined  to  Mr.  Charabert'a  apartmeata  fai 
New  Inn  Hall  by  a  fit  of  illneaa,  aod  took  a  atrong  Intereat  in 
the  triumphant  election  of  high  church  candidatea  for  the 
UnlTeriity.  "  The  virtue  of  Oxford,'*  he  aaya, "  once  more 
prevailed  over  the  aUvea  of  power  and  the  aoUcttera  of  farour." 
—  Caoaaa 
>  Mr.  Boswell,  in  hto  **  Joomal  of  a  Tonr  in  Corsica,*'  had 

grinted  the  aecond  and  third  paragrapha  of  Johnaon'a  letter 
>  him  of  January  U.  I7G6.—  Caoaaa. 
s  The  death  of  her  aunt,  Mrs.  Hunter,  widov  or  Johaaon'i 
icfaoolmaater.  —  Caoaaa. 
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He  talked  in  his  usual  style  with  a  rough 
contempt  of  popular  Ubertjr.  ^  They  make  a 
root  about  wuverml  liberty,  without  consider- 
ing that  all  that  b  to  be  Talued,  or  indeed  can 
be  enjoyed  by  individuals,  is  private  liberty. 
Political  liberty  is  good  only  so  far  as  it  pro- 
duces private  liberiy.  Now,  Sir,  there  is  the 
liberty  of  the  press,  which  you  know  is  a  con- 
stant topic.  Suppose  you  and  I  and  two  hun- 
dred more  were  restrained  from  printing  our 
thoughts :  what  then  ?  What  proportion  would 
that  restraint  upon  us  bear  to  the  private  hap- 
piness of  the  nation  ?** ' 

This  mode  of  representing  the  inconveniences 
of  restraint  as  light  and  insignificant,  was  a  kind 
of  sophistry  in  which  he  delighted  to  indulge 
himself,  in  opposition  to  the  extreme  laxity  for 
which  it  has  been  fashionable  for  too  many  to 
ai^e,  when  it  is  evident,  upon  reflection,  that 
the  very  essence  of  government  is  restraint; 
and  certain  it  is,  that  as  government  produces 
rational  happiness,  too  much  restraint  is  better 
than  too  litthe.  But  when  restraint  is  unneces- 
sary, and  so  close  as  to  gall  those  who  are  sub- 
ject to  it,  the  people  may  and  ought  to  re- 
monstrate; and,  if  relief  is  not  granted,  to 
resist.  Of  this  manly  and  spirited  principle, 
no  man  was  more  convinced  than  Johnson 
himself. 

About  this  time  Dr.  Kcnrick  attacked  him, 
through  my  sides,  in  a  pamphlet,  entitled  "  An 
Epistle  to  James  Boswell,  £sq.,  occasioned  by 
his  having  transmitted  the  moral  Writings  of 
Dr.  Samuel  Johnson  to  Pascal  Pooli,  General 
of  the  Corsicans.**  I  was  at  first  inclined  to 
answer  this  paini)hlet ;  but  Johnson,  who  knew 
that  my  doin£^  so  would  only  gnlifj  Kenrick, 
by  keeping  alive  what  would  soon  diie  away  of 
itself,  would  not  suder  me  to  take  any  notice 
ofit« 

His  sincere  regard  for  Francis  Barber,  his 
faithful  negro  servant,  made  him  so  desirous  of 
his  further  improvement,  that  he  now  placed 
him  at  a  school  at  Bishop  Stortford,  in  Hert- 
fordshire.' This  humane  attention  does  John- 
son's heart  much  honour.  Out  of  many  letters 
which  Mr.  Barber  received  from  his  master,  he 
has  preserved  three,  which  he  kindly  gave  me, 
and  which  I  shall  insert  according  to  their 
dates. 


>  Soc po«/, p. yvi.  n.  I.  —  C. 

'  Ilawkint  *.»)••,  Johnion'i  ill^ncc  proocHlH  nol  more 
from  h\*  contempt  ol  »tich  an  «ilTrr5.ir7,  thun  Irotn  a  settled 
rctoliiuon  he  had  forirrd,  of  dc-clini'tfj  ail  ronlroTrrsjr  in 
dt-feiire  either  of  himaelf  or  of  hli  writlnj:*.  Againit  pertonal 
atHite  he  was  ever  armed,  bj  a  reflection  that  I  have  heard 
him  u^ter:-.**  Alas  I  reputation  wmild  be  of  little  worth, 
•ere  it  In  the  power  of  erery  concealed  enemy  to  deprive  iii 
of  II ; "  and  he  defled  all  attacks  on  hit  wriilo|r*  by  an  aotwer 
of  Or.  BeiMfjr  to  one  who  threatrned  lo  write  him  il'>wii, 
th4C  "  no  author  waa  eter  written  djwn  bat  bj  himself.**  — 
Caoftta. 

»  rh'  M^dlnf  hit  nejfTo  serrant.  at  leait  Sre  and  twenty 
yean  «>ld.  lo  a  bfjarlln^-tchool,  tcmt  a  »tr.inge  rternte 
o(  Jot.n^m'a  good  nature.  It  vt  it  *rry  unpotular  with  his 
otbcr  InmatM.      Wbcn  Mrs.  Williami   and  Francis  qiur- 


JOHNSON  TO  FRANCIS  BAEBER. 

-HayMwlTO.  > 
**  DcAs  FaASfcit, —  I  have  ben  very  laadb  o«t  ^ 
of  order.  I  am  gbid  to  betf  that  yim  nc  wtO,  aad  | 
design  to  come  soon  to  jou.  1  would  baft  yoa  ' 
stay  at  Mrs.  CUpp^  for  the  prcscat,  till  I  en  , 
deterniinc  what  we  shall  do.  Be  a  good  boy.  | 
My  compliments  to  Mrs.  Clapp  and  to  Mr.  Fovler.  ' 
I  am  yours  aflTectioiiately,  Sam.  Joaaaos.* 

Soon  aflerwards,  he  aapped  at  the  Crowa 
and  Anchor  tavern,  in  the  Strand,  with  a  com* 
pany  whom  I  collected  to  meet  Um.    They 
were,  Dr.  Percy  now  Bishop  of  Dromore,  Dr. 
Douglas  now  Bishop  of  Salisbury,  Mr.Ltag- 
ton,  Dr.  Rol)crtson  the  Historian,  Dr.  Hugh 
BUir,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Davies,  who  wLthed 
much  to  be  introduced  to  these  eminent  Scotch 
literati;  but  on  the  present  occasion  be  bad 
very  little  opportunity  of  hearing  them  talk; 
for,  with  an  excess  of  prudence,  for  which 
Johnson   aflerwards   found   fault  with  them, 
they  hardly  opened  their  lips,  and  thai  only  to 
say  something  which  they  were  certain  would 
not  expose  them  to  the  sword  of  Goliath ;  lach 
was  their  anxiety  for  their  fame  whoi  tt  the 
presence  of  Johnson.    He  was  this  evening  ia 
remarkable  vigour  of  mind,  and  eager  to  eacrt 
himself  in  conversation,  which  he  did  with  greet 
readiness  and  fluency ;  but  I  am  sorry  to  iiad 
that  I  have  preserved  but  a  snudl  part  of  what 
passed. 

He  allowed  high  praise  to  Thomson  of  * 
poet ;  but  when  one  of  the  company  taJA  L" 
was  also  a  very  good  man,  our  moralist  con- 
tested this  with  great  warmth,  accusing  him  ot 
gross  sensuality  and  licentiousness  of  manncn. 
I  was  verjr  much  afraid  that,  in  writing  Tbi)n:* 
son*s  life,  Dr.  Johnson  would  have  treated  hU 
private  character  with  a  stem  aeverity,  but  I 
was  agreeably  disappointed ;  and  I  may  cUna 
a  little  merit  in  it«  from  my  having  been  it 
pains  to  send  him  auUienUo  acooianti  of  (he 
affectionate  and  genenms  coodnct  of  that  pec* 
to  his  siatera,  one  of  whom,  the  wife  oC  Mr. 
Thomson,  echoolmaster  at  Lanark,  I  knew,  ta^ 
was  presented  by  her  witli  three  of  his  tetters 
one  of  which  I^r.  Johnson  has  inserted  in  ha 
Hfe. 

He  was  vehement  againsi  old  I>r.  lioaneer,  cf 
Chelsea  CoUejre,  as  "a  fellow  who  swore  a^.; 
talked  indecently.**^  '*  I  haTe  been  often  u  hii 


rfllrd, .-!«  wsi  rtrj  (Vc<)tient.  the  ladjr  wmM  ctfMftaM  M 
doctor,  niidlnir.  "  Thii  U  your  scholM',  ob  wteat  «^  *«* 
Toa  h.iTc  tprni  ^tint."    Dr.  Johnvon,  la    Ibv  cM»rli.*     ' 
'th«>  li'ttiT,  raits  him  a  **boff"  but  alxlr«a  yvars  tead  «•' 
elaptcd  tinre  h<>  rntrrrd  JohntonS  own  svrrlee.^  Ca^rats 

«  A  roaraer  word    ii    UMd   hk    Um    ort|lnaA.    1l<^>'    S^ 
Motina^j,    M.  O..    dtrd    at    hia     mnartmcoaa   tai     O-  ^> 


i> 


I 


Collrirp;  Dec.  tS.  17M.  at  tho  fo  of  nta 
fXtraordtnarj  direct  too  In  hIa  wUT  may  !>• 
Gmtleman**  Magatnu,  vol.  90.  p.  H.  p,  l|fa,^%lki 
Th«  direction  was.  that  bts  bo«ly  abmaM  ftot  aul^ 
funeral  crrrmonj-,  but  undcnro  aUa««rtioo«  ^bA.  a'^^r 
oi»«>rar1nu,  be  thrown  Into  the  Ttkaaem,  or  ■>■■■  the  •  ' 
plotted.  It  Is  surprtslng  that  thU  c«varae  •a4  cv^^  >^  *" 
•hxuld  ha?e  tieen  an  tntlmaU  frtcvMl  »Qd  tun^tia  erf  *  *"* 
gaot  uHi  ploui  Mrt.  MMMagii.— >  CaoKm.    la  ca*  f.  ^  < 


*t 
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coznpanj*  said  Dr.Percjt  '*and  never  heard 
him  swear  or  talk  indecently.**  Mr.  Davies, 
who  sat  next  to  Dr.  Percy,  naving  after  this 
hsd  some  oonrersation  aside  with  him,  made  a 
disoorerj  which,  in  his  zeal  to  pay  court  to 
Dr.  Johnson,  he  eagerly  proclaimed  aloud  from 
the  Aiot  of  the  table :  '*  Oh,  Sir,  I  have  found 
out  a  very  good  reason  why  Dr.  Percy  never 
heard  Mounsey  swear  or  talk  indecently;  for  he 
teOs  rae  he  never  saw  him  but  at  the  Duke  of 
Nordiamberiaiid*8  table.**  *' And  so,  Sir,'*  said 
Dr.  Johnson  loudly  to  Dr.  Percy,  **  you  would 
shield  this  man  firom  the  charge  of  swearing 
and  talkingindecentiT,  because  he  did  not  do 
so  at  the  Duke  of  Northumberland's  table. 
Sir,  yon  misht  as  well  tell  us  that  vou  had 
seen  him  hold  up  his  hand  at  the  Old  Bailey, 
and  he  neither  swore  nor  talked  indecently ;  or 
thai  yon  had  seen  him  in  the  cart  at  Tyburn, 
and  he  neither  swore  nor  talked  indecently. 
And  is  it  thus,  Sir,  that  you  presume  to  con- 
trovert what  I  have  related?  Dr.  Johnson's 
animadversion  was  uttered  in  such  a  manner, 
that  Dr.  Percy  seemed  to  be  displeased,  and 
soon  afterwards  left  the  oomnany,  of  which 
Johnson  did  not  at  that  time  take  any  notice. 

Swift  having  been  mentioned,  Johnson,  as 
usual,  treated  him  with  little  respect  as  an 
snthor.  Some  of  us  endeavoured  to  support 
the  Dean  of  St.  Patrick's,  by  various  argu- 
ments. One,  in  particular,  praised  his  **  Con- 
duct of  the  AUies.*  Johnsok.  **  Sir,  his '  Con- 
duct of  the  Allies*  is  a  performance  of  very  little 
ability."  "  Surely,  Sir,^*  said  Dr.  Douglas,  "  you 
must  allow  it  has  strong  facts.*' ^  Johnson. 
"Why  yes.  Sir;  but  what  is  that  to  the  merit 
of  the  composition  ?  In  the  Sessions-papeor  of 
the  Old  Bailey  there  are  strong  facts.  House- 
breaking is  a  strong  &ct ;  robbery  is  a  strong 
fiKt;  and  murder  is  a  mightu  strong  fact :  but 
M  great  pnuae  doe  to  the  historian  of  those 
strong  faets?  No,  Sir,  Swift  has  told  what  he 
had  to  tell  distincUy  enough,  but  that  is  all. 
He  had  to  count  ten,  and  he  has  counted  it 
right."  Then  recoUectinff  that  Mr.  Davies,  by 
acting  as  an  informer^  had  been  the  occasion  of 
his  talking  somewhat  too  harshly  to  hb  friend 


ttnoce,  «o4.  although  it  reJatei  to  hii  own  bodj,  w  mayMj 
bfotU  tcttv  to  Mr.  Crufckthank,  dated  Mar  ISL  17S7,  now 
I  «#the  College  of  Swoeofii,  MMtiiMy  myt  :-i 
*~  '  MivtMKi,  an  Union  Court,  Broad 
pirondicd  to  open  raj  carcaas,  and  lee  what  U  tbe 
with  Bjr  heart,  atteriet,  and  kidnert.  He  Is  nme  to 
eh,  aadonvnotratoni  before  1  MB  [d^].  WUl  yoii 
ha  lo  food  as  to  let  rae  send  It  to  70a,  or,  if  he  comes,  will 
fen  like  to  he  present  at  tbe  dissection  ?  .  Let  roe  see  you  to- 
wiue.  hatween  eleven  and  one  or  two^  or  anr  day.  I  am 
aow  VC97  ilU  and  hmdly  see  to  scrawl  thin,  and  feel  as  if  I 
AmM  live  Cbut]  two  days  —  the  sooner  the  better.  I  urn, 
unknown  to  too,  your  retpectfhl  bnmble  senrant, 
MomnrrJ'  HU  body  was  accordingly  dissected 
tif  Mr.  Fester,  and  preparations  were  deposited  in  tbe  Moseam 
w  8l  Thonas't  Hospital.  ^WaiOBT. 

*  M?  ospectaUe  Meod,  npoa  reading  thts  passage,  ob. 
iarved,that  he  prohnUy  must  have  said  not  strapty  "  strong 
'       ~  '  a  •*atroas  facto  well  arranged."     His  Lordship. 
,  knows  too  well  the  value  of  written  documents  to 
hia  reeoUection  against  my  notes  taken  i\t 
not  attmoft  to  trmitarte  the  rtMrd,   The 


thetiae.    Be 


Dr.  Percy,  for  which,  prolMd>ly,  when  the  first 
ebullition  was  over,  he  felt  some  compunction, 
he  took  an  opportunity  to  give  him  a  hit :  so 
added,  with  a  preparatory  laugh,  ^  Why,  Sir, 
Tom  Davies  might  have  written  ^  The  Conduct 
of  the  AlUes.*  ^  roor  Tom,  being  thus  suddenly 
dragged  into  ludicrous  notice  in  presence  of 
the  Scottish  doctors,  to  whom  he  was  ambitknis 
of  appearing  to  sdvantag^  was  grievondy 
mortined.  Nor  did  his  punishment  rest  here; 
for  upon  subsequent  occasions,  whenever  he. 
**  statesman  all  over,***  assumed  a  strutting  im- 
portance, I  used  to  hail  him — ^the  Author  of 
the  Conduct  of  the  AUiesT 

When  I  called  upon  Dr.  Johnson  next  morn- 
ing, I  found  him  highly  satisfied  with  his  col- 
loquial prowess  the  preceding  evening.  '*  Well," 
said  he,  "  we  had  good  talk.*  Boswsll.  "  Yes, 
Sir ;  you  tossed  and  gored  several  persons.** 

The  late  Alezanoer  Earl  of  £glintoune^ 
who  loved  wit  more  than  wine,  and  men  of 
genius  more  than  sycophants,  had  a  great 
admiration  of  Johnson;  but,  from  the  remark- 
able elegance  of  his  own  manners,  was,  per- 
haps, too  delicately  sensible  of  the  rouffhness 
which  sometimes  appeared  in  Johnsoirs  be- 
haviour. One  evemng  about  this  time,  when 
his  lordship  did  me  the  honour  to  sup  at  my 
lodgings  with  Dr.  Robertson  and  sevend  other 
men  of  literary  distinction,  he  regretted  that 
Johnson  had  not  been  educated  with  more 
refinement,  and  lived  more  in  polished  society. 
**  No,  no,  m  V  lord,**  said  Signer  Baretti,  "  do 
with  him  what  you  would,  he  would  alwaya 
have  been  a  bear.*'  "True***  answer^  the 
earl,  with  a  smile,  **  but  he  would  have  been  a 
dancing  bear.** 

To  obviate  all  the  reflections  which  have 

gone  round  the  world  to  Johnson's  prejudice, 
y  applynog  to  him  the  epithet  of  a  bear^  let 
me  impress  upon  my  readers  a  just  snd  happy 
saying  of  my  friend  Groldsmith,  who  knew  him 
well :  — **  Johnson,  to  be  sure,  has  a  roughness 
in  his  manner ;  but  no  man  alive  has  a  more 
tender  heart.  JETs  has  nothing  of  the  bear  hut 
hieehinr^ 


hxt,  perhaps,  may  have  heen,  either  that  the  addMoDal  worda 
escaped  rae  In  tbe  noise  of  a  nomeioua  company,  or  that  Or« 
Johnson,  from  his  Irapetooslty,  and  eagerness  to  seise  an 
oppoitiiBlty  to  make  a  lively  retort,  did  not  allow  Dr. 
I/ouglaa  to  Soish  Ma  sentmee      BoesrsLb. 

•See  the  hard  drawing  of  hha  In  CharchlU's  "  Rosclad/' 
iMt,p.  in.~BoawtLL. 

3  Tenth  earl,  who  was  shot,  hi  1789,  by  Mango  Campbell, 
whose  fowUng'piece  Lord  Egllntoune  attempted  to  selae. 
To  this  nobleman  Boswell  was  indebted,  as  be  himself  said, 
for  his  early  introdnctlon  to  the  drde  of  the  great,  the  gay, 
and  the  ingenious.  Boswell  thos  mentions  hinaelf  in  a  tai« 
called  **  The  Cub  at  Newmarket."  published  hi  1763 :  — 

**  Lord  Eglintoane,  who  loves,  yon  know. 
A  little  dish  of  whtra  or  so, 
By  chance  a  curious  atb  had  got. 
On  Scotia's  mountains  newly  caught."  —  Gent.  Mag, 
—  Crokuu 

*  It  was  droHy  said,  in  reference  to  the  pensions  granted  to 
Doctors  Sbebbeare  and  Johnson,  that  the  Kfaig  had  pen- 
sioned a  SAe-Aosr  and  a  Be-kear.  -»  Crokbr. 
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[JOHNSON  TO  MR.  BARNARD.* 

•*  Kay  S8. 176B. 

**  SiK,  — It  11  natural  for  a  Mholar  to  interest 
himself  in  an  eipedition,  undertaken,  like  yours, 
tor  the  intportation  of  literature;  and  therefore, 
though*  haTing  never  traTelled  myself  I  am  very 
little  qualified  to  pyn  adriee  to  a  traveller ;  yet, 
that  I  may  not  seem  inattentive  to  a  doign  so 
worthy  of  regard,  I  will  try  whether  the  present 
state  of  my  health  will  suffer  me  to  lay  hefore  you 
what  obsttvalion  or  report  have  suggested  to  me, 
that  may  (firect  your  inquiries,  or  ^Militate  your 
success.  Things  of  which  the  mere  rarity  makes 
the  value,  and  which  are  prised  at  a  high  rate  by  a 
wantonness  rather  than  by  use,  are  always  passing 
from  poorer  to  richer  countries;  and  therefore, 
though  Germany  and  Italy  were  principally  pro- 
ductive of  typographical  curiosities,  I  do  not  much 
imagine  that  they  are  now  to  be  found  there  in 
great  abundance.  An  eagerness  for  searee  books 
and  early  editions,  which  prevailed  among  the 
English  about  half  a  century  ago,  filled  our  shops 
with  all  the  splendour  and  nicety  of  literature ;  and 
when  the  Harleian  Catalogue  was  published,  many 
of  the  books  were  bought  for  the  library  of  the 
King  of  France. 

**  I  believe,  however,  that  by  the  diligence  irith 
which  you  have  enlarged  the  library  under  your 
care,  the  present  stock  is  so  nearly  eihaustcd,  that, 
till  new  purchases  supply  the  booksellcn  with  new 
stores,  you  will  not  be  able  to  do  much  more  than 
glean  up  ungle  books,  as  accident  shall  produce 
them ;  this,  therefore,  is  the  time  for  viriting  the 
continent. 

''What  addition  you  can  hope  to  make  by 
ransacking  other  countries  we  will  now  consider. 
English  literature  you  will  not  seek  in  any  place 
but  in  England.  Classical  learning  is  diffused 
every  where,  and  is  not,  except  by  accident,  more 
copious  in  one  part  of  the  polite  world  than  in 
another.  Bnt  every  country  has  literature  of  iu 
own,  which  may  be  best  gathered  in  its  native  soil. 
The  studies  of  the  learned  are  infioeneed  by  forms 
of  government  and  modes  of  religion ;  ana,  there- 
forsb  those  books  are  necessary  and  common  in 
some  places,  which,  where  different  opinione  or  dif- 
ferent manners  prevail,  are  of  little  use,  and  for 
that  reason  rarely  to  be  fiiund. 

**  Thus  in  Italy  yoo  may  expect  to  meet  with 
eanonists  and  seholastic  divineib  in  Germany  with 
writers  on  the  feudal  laws,  and  in  Holland  with 
civilians.  The  schoolmen  and  canonists  must  not 
be  neglected,  for  they  are  useful  to  many  purposes; 
nor  too  anxiously  sought,  for  their  influence  among 
us  is  much  leisened  by  the  Reformation.  Of  the 
canonists  at  least  a  few  eminent  writers  may  be 
sufficient.  The  schoolmen  are  of  more  general 
value.  But  the  feudal  and  ci?il  law  I  cannot  but 
wish  to  see  complete.  The  feudal  constitution  is 
the  orietnal  of  the  law  of  property,  ofw  all  the 
civilised  part  of  Europe ;  and  the  civil  law,  as  it 
is  f^enerally  understood  to  include  the  law  of 
nations,  may  be  called  with  great  propriety  a  regal 
study.  Of  these  books,  which  have  been  often 
published,  and  dtvcrstfled  by  various  modes  of  ii 


Vr,  sf|«rwartU  Sir  Fru«U,  Vamsi 
OiMfft  111.    8m  mmii,  p.  Iti.^ 
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presrion,  a  royal  library  should  have  at  Icsst  thf 
most  curious  edition,  the  most  splendid,  snd  the 
most  useful.     The  most  curious  edition  is  com- 
monly the  first,  and  the  most  uicfol  may  be  ex- 
pected among  the  last.     Thus,  of  Tullj*t  Officn, 
the  edition  of  Fust  is  the  most  curbus,  and  thst  of 
Grarius  the  most  useful.     The  most  splendid  the 
eye  wUl  discern.     With  the  old  priotcn  you  sre 
now  become  well  acquainted ;  if  you  cao  fiod  say 
oollcction  of  their  productions  to  be  sold,  joa  wiU 
undoubtedly  buy  it ;  but  this  can  seareely  be  hoped, 
and  you  must  catch  up  single  volumes  where  700 
can  find  them.;    In  every  place  thlngp  often  occur 
where  they  are  least  expected.     I   wss  ibovn  s 
Welsh  grammar  written  in  Welsh,  and  priofd  at 
Milan,   I  believe,  before   any  grammsr  cf  that 
language  had  been  printed  here.    Of  porchasii« 
entire  libraries,  I  know  not  whether  the  incoe- 
venience  may  not  overbalance  the  advantage.    Of 
libraries  connected  with  general  views,  ooe  will 
have  many  books  in  common  with  another.    When 
you  have  bought  two  collecttoos,  you  will  find  tbat 
you  have  bought  many  books  twice  over,  end  maoy 
in  each  which  you  have  left  at  homs^  asd,  there. 
fore,  did  not  want ;  and  when  you  have  selected  s 
small  number,  you  wUl  have  the  rsst  to  id)  st  s 
great  loss,  or  to  transport  hither  at  pcHisps  s 
greater.     It  will  generally  be  more  coomodious  10 
buy  the  few  that  you  want,  at  a  price  soocvbit 
advanced,  than  to  encumber  yourself  with  mt)«m 
books.    ButlibraricaeoUectedforpaiticvlsrnMiiA 
wiU  be  very  valuable  acquisitioM.    The  collectioe 
of  an  eminent  civilian,  feudist,  or  mathsmstrufl* 
will  perhaps  have  very  few  superfiuities.    Topo- 
graphy or  local  history  prevails  much  m  wmbj 
parts  of  the  continent.      I  have  been  tdd  that 
scarcely  a  viUage  of  Italv  wants  its  hislonss. 
These  books  may  be  genenlly  neglected,  but  MOie 
wUl  deserve  attention  by  the  celebrity  of  the  plsn. 
the  eminence  of  the  authors,  or  the  beauty  cf  |h* 
sculptures.    Sculpture  has  always  been  more  ctmi- 
vated  among  other  nationa  than  among  vs.    TU 
old  art  of  cutting  00  wood,  which  decorrted  the 
books  of  ancient  impression,  was  never  carried  heit 
to  any  excellence ;  and  the  prMtaee  ^*"f**^^*|[^ 
copper,  which  succeeded,  haa  never  twtn  oe^ 
employed  among  us  in  adorning  bookik    '^^^'f* 
books  with  wooden  cuts  an  to  be  diligently  nmri' 
the  designs  were  often  made  by  great  mssim*  '^ 
the  prinfci  are  such  aa  cannot  be  made  by  sny  •rti* 
now  Uring.     It  wiU  beof  grunt  use  tocolkctis 
every  place  maps  of  the  a4|aeent  eountry.and  pbai 
oftowns,  buildings,  and  gaidcoiL    BythuesfVfM 
will  fiirm  a  more  valuable  body  of  geogrsphr  thss 
een  otherwise  be  had.    Many  countriss  hsve  >««■ 
very  exactly  surveyed,  but  it  must  not  be  espcctn 
that  the  exaetncas  of  aetoal  meneuntwo  vUl  « 
preserved,  when  the  meps  are  reduced  hy  s 
tracted  scaler  and    ineorpornted 
system. 

••  The  king  of  Sardinia'lB  Itnlinn 
not  large,  yet  the  maps  made  of  them  in  the  rr^ 
of  Victor  fill  two  Atlantie  folios.  This  part  ^ 
your  derign  will  deesrve  particular  regevd.  tM'M^ 
in  this,  your  success  will  alwaya  be  proporti<wd  k 
your  diligence.     Ton  are  too  well  nequawtcd  «td 


vhfrH,  I  nuraot  ffuete  why.  Mr. 
aOer  hit  M^)mij  iMd  eoanom  to  Us 
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liteimfy  history  not  to  know  that  many  books 
derive  their  Taltie  from  the  reputation  of  the 
printers.  Of  the  celebrated  printers  you  do  not 
need  to  be  informed,  and  if  yon  did,  might  consult 
BaiHet,  Jugemens  dca  S9avana.  The  productions 
of  Aldus  are  enumerated  in  the  Bibliotheca  Gneca, 
so  that  you  may  know  when  you  have  them  all ; 
which  is  always  of  use,  as  it  prevents  needless 
search.  The  great  ornaments  of  a  library,  furnished 
for  magnificence  as  well  as  use,  are  the  6rst  editions, 
of  which,  therefore,  I  would  not  willingly  neglect 
the  mention.  Tou  know,  sir,  that  the  aimals  of 
typogrsphy  begin  with  the  Codes,  1457  ;  but  there 
is  great  reason  to  believe,  that  there  are  latent,  in 
Umenre  comers,  books  printed  before  it.  The 
secular  feast,  in  memory  of  the  invention  of  printing, 
is  eeldmited  in  the  fortieth  year  of  the  century ;  if 
this  tradition,  therefore,  is  right,  the  art  had  in 
1457  been  already  exercised  nineteen  years. 

*■  There  prcvuls  among  typographical  antiquaries 
a  vague  opinion,  that  the  Bible  had  been  printed 
three  tinoes  before  the  edition  of  1462,  which 
Calmet  calls  *  La  premiere  Edition  bien  aver^.' 
One  of  these  editions  has  been  lately  discovered  in 
a  eonvent,  and  transplanted  into  the  French  king's 
library.  Another  copy  has  likewise  been  found, 
but  I  know  not  whether  of  the  same  impression,  or 
aaotber.  These  discoveries  are  sufficient  to  raise 
hope  and  instigate  inquiry.  In  the  purchase  of 
oM  books,  let  me  reeommend  to  you  to  inquire 
with  great  caution,  whether  they  are  perfect.  In 
the  6rst  edition  the  loss  of  a  leaf  is  not  easily 
obaerved.  Tou  remember  how  near  we  both  were 
to  purcbasing  a  mutilated  Missal  at  a  high  price. 

**  All  this  perhaps  you  know  already,  and,  there- 
fore, my  letter  may  be  of  no  use.  I  am,  however, 
desirous  to  show  you,  that  I  wish  prosperity  to 
your  undertaking.  One  advice  more  I  will  give, 
of  more  importance  than  all  the  rest,  of  which  I, 
therefore,  hope  you  will  have  still  leas  need.  You 
are  going  into  a  part  of  the  world  divided,  as  it  is 
said,  between  bigotry  and  atheism:  such  repre- 
sentations are  always  hyperbolical,  but  there  is 
certunly  enough  of  both  to  alarm  any  mind  soli- 
citous for  pi^T  *iid  truth ;  let  not  the  contempt 
flf  superstition  precipitate  you  into  infideli^,or  the 
honor  of  infidelity  ensnare  you  in  superstition.  — 
I  sincerely  wish  you  suceessfiil  and  happy,  for  I 
am.  Sir,  &e.,  Sam.  Jouxson.** 

—  its: 

JOHNSON  TO  MISS  PORTER. 

*'Juoe1&  1768. 
**  Mt  Lovx, —  It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  find 
thatyott  are  so  well  satisfied  with  what  little  things 


1  A  dttfereoce  took  plan  In  the  Bfarrh  of  tbii  year  btweea 
Mr.  Tbrala  and  Sir  Joseph  Mawbev,  hU  coUesgue  in  th«  re- 
prcMotadon  of  8oathwark»  when  Sir  Joseph  endesToured  to 
defieod  biiBJelf  from  lome  anU-popular  step  he  bad  uken,  by 
incolpatinf  Mr.  ThnUe.  There  is  an  aceount  of  the  albir  in 
the  GemtUma»*t  Mmgasime  (vol.  xxxix.  p.  162.)  which  teems 
to  liave  been  written  tqr  Dr-  Johnson..  Tlie  article  recom- 
■eads  a  recorreoce  to  triennial  parliaments,  a  measure  to 
wJuch  Johnson's  hatred  of  the  Whig  septennial  bill  would 
nataraUf  inelloe  him ;  and  as,  for  Mr.  Tnrale's  sake,  be  was 
oUiged,  by  the  violence  of  the  times,  to  adopt  tome  popular 
lopk,  he  would  probably  adopt  that  of  triennial  parllaaients. 
—  CaoKsa. 

*  In  which  place  be  has  been  snooeedeil  by  Bennet  Lang- 
ton,  Esq.  Wben  that  truly  religious  gentleman  was  elected  to 
tills  hoooraiy  Frofettonbip,  at  the  same  time  that  Edward 


it  has  been  in  my  power  to  send  you.  T  hope  you 
will  always  employ  me  in  any  office  that  can  con- 
duce to  your  convenience.  My  health  is,  I  thank 
God,  much  better ;  but  it  is  yet  very  weak  ;  and 
very  little  things  put  it  into  a  troublesome  state ; 
but  still  I  hope  all  will  be  well.     Fray  for  me. 

**  My  friends  at  Lichfield  must  not  think  that  I 
forget  them.  Neither  Mrs.  Cobb,  nor  Mrs.  Adey, 
nor  Miss  Adey,  nor  Miss  Seward,  nor  Miss  Viat, 
are  to  suppose  that  I  have  lost  all  memory  of  their 
kindness.  Mention  me  to  them  when  you  see  them. 
I  hear  Mr.  Vise  has  been  lately  very  much  hi 
danger.     I  hope  he  is  better. 

**  When  you  write  again,  let  me  know  how  yon 
go  on,  and  what  company  you  keep,  and  what  yott 
do  all  day.  I  love  to  think  on  you,  but  do  not 
know  when  I  shall  see  you.  Pray,  write  very 
often.  I  am,  dearest,  your  humble  servant, 
—  Ptarwn  MSS.  •*  Sax.  Johnson.**] 

In  1769,  80  far  as  I  can  discoyer,  the  pub- 
lic was  favoured  with  nothing  of  Johnson's 
composition,  either  for  himself  or  any  of  his 
friends.^  Hia  ^  JSfedUations  **  too  strongly 
prove  that  he  suffered  much  both  in  body  and 
mind;  yet  was  he  perpetually  striving  agunst 
evil,  and  nobly  endeavouring  to  advance  his 
intellectual  and  devotionid  improvement. 
Every  generous  and  grateful  heart  must  feel 
for  the  distresses  of  so  eminent  a  benefactor  to 
mankind;  and  now  that  his  unhappiness  is 
certainly  known,  must  respect  that  dignity  of 
character  which  prevented  him  fropi  complain- 
ing.. 

His  Majesty  having  the  preceding  year 
instituted  the  Koyal  Academy  of  Arts  in 
London,  Johnson  had  now  the  honour  of  beinff 
appointed  Professor  in  Aatient  Literature.^ 
In  the  course  of  the  year  he  wrote  some  letters 
to  Mrs.  Thrale,  passed  some  part  of  the 
summer  at  Oxford  and  at  Lichfidd,  and  when 
at  Oxford  he  wrote  the  following  letter : — 

JOHNSON  TO  THOMAS  WARTON^ 

"MaySI.l/fiS. 

**  Dkak  Sia,  —  Many  years  ago,  when  I  used  to 
read  in  the  library  of  your  College,  I  promised  to 
recompense  the  college  for  that  permission,  by 
adding  to  their  books  a  Baskerville*s  Virgil.  I 
hihve  now  sent  it,  and  desire  you  to  reposit  it  on 
the  shelves  in  my  name.' 

*<  If  you  will  be  pleased  to  let  me  know  when 
you  have  an  hour  of  leisure,  I  will  drink  tea 
with  you.     I  am  engaged  for  the  afternoon  to- 


Gibbon.  Esq.,  noted  for  Introdndng  a  kind  of  sneering  Infl* 
delity  into  hit  liistorical  writinas,  was  elected  Professor  in 
Ancient  History,  in  the  room  of  Dr.  Goldsmith,  I  observed 
that  It  brought  to  my  mfaMi,  '*  Wicked  Will  Whiston  and  good 
Mr.  Dittoo.^*— I  am  now  also  [17911  of  that  admirable  insti- 
tution, as  Secretary  for  Foreign  Correspondence,  by  the 
favour  of  the  Academicians,  and  the  approbation  of  the 
sovereign.  ~~  Boswbll. 

>  It  has  this  inscription  in  a  blank  leaf:  ->"  Bmme  litrmm 
D.  D.  Samuel  Jokmion  eo  ^uod  Ate  loci  8ti$d$is  inUrdum 
Mcoret."  Of  this  library,  which  is  an  old  Gothic  room,  he 
was  very  food.  Do  my  observing  to  blm  that  some  of  the 
modem  libraries  of  the  University  were  more  commodious 
and  pleasant  for  study,  as  being  more  spacious  and  airy,  he 
replied,  **  Sir,  if  a  man  has  a  mmd  to  nrauee,  he  must  study 
at  Cbristcfaureh  and  AU-Souls.*'  _  Waston. 
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toonow,  and  on  Friday '  9^^  my  mornings  are  my 
own.'     1  am,  &c.,  Sam.  Jounsom.** 


[JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  THRALE, 


•4 


*•  ttchfield,  August  U.  17G9. 
We  paned  the  night  at  Coventry ;  but  came 
in  lata  and  went  out  early ;  and  therefore  I  did 
not  send  for  my  cowdn  Tom',  but  I  design  to 
make  him  some  amends  for  the  omission. 

•*  Next  day  we  came  early  to  Lucy,  who  was,  I 
bdirre^  glad  to  see  us.  She  had  saved  her  best 
gooaeberries  upon  the  tree  for  me ;  and  as  Steele 
says,  /  WM  nMer  too  proud  nor  too  wuie  to  gather 
them.  I  hare  nmbled  a  very  little  talcr  Jimieo 
ttjhamma  mala,  but  I  am  not  yet  well.  They  haye 
cut  down  the  tre«  in  George  Lane.  Evelyn,  in 
his  book  of  Foreat  Trees*,  tells  us  of  wicked  men 
that  cut  down  Crats,  and  neter  proapercd  after- 
wards; yet  BOtMng  has  deterred  thcaa  audacious 
•Idermeo  from  violaiing  the  Hamadryad  of  George 
lAoa.  Aa  an  impartial  travdier,  I  must,  however, 
tell  that,  in  Stow  Street,  where  I  left  a  draw-well, 
I  have  found  a  pump,  bat  the  Uding-well  in  this 
iU«&ted  George  Lane  lies  shamefully  neglected. 

**  I  am  going  to^y  or  to-morrow  to  Adiboume ; 
but  I  am  at  a  loss  how  I  shall  get  baek  in  time  to 
London.  Here  are  only  ehanee  eoaebei^  so  that 
there  is  bo  eertainty  of  a  place.  If  I  do  not  come, 
let  it  not  binder  your  Journey.  I  ean  be  but  a  few 
dan  behind  you ;  and  I  wDl  IbUow  in  the  Bright- 
balBslona  mnh.     But  I  hope  to  eoaie." 


JOHNSOK  TO  MR&  ASTON. 


••Brlfhttfltestooe.  AagMttt.  lYW. 

«Maba]|^~I  anppoee  yoo  hare  reeetved  the 
mill :  the  whole  apparatus  seeaaed  to  be  perfect, 
eieept  that  there  ia  wanting  a  little  tin  spevl  at  the 
bottom,  and  aone  ring  or  knob,  on  which  the  bag 
that  catehea  tbt  neal  ia  to  be  hong.  Whan  theae 
are  added,  I  hope  you  will  be  able  to  grind  your 
own  bread,  and  treat  m»  with  a  cake  made  by 
yourself;  of  mMsal  from  your  own  com  of  your  own 
grindiag. 

•«  I  was  glad.  Madam,  to  see  you  so  well,  and 
hope  yoor  health  will  long  inerease,  and  then  long 
eontinna.      1  aas.   Madam,  yoor  moel  obedient 

Sam.  JoHHsoir.*] 


CHAPTER  XXn. 
1769. 


SonveU  at  the  /hHZm.  —  BU  Account  of  Cornea,  ^ 
General  PadL  —  06MnMiace  of  Smndajf,  —  Root- 
Mcau  and   Moahoddo,  —  Love  ^f  Singtdaritif,  ~~ 

London  Life.  —  ArtemnaM Second  UarriaptK 

-^  Scotch   Gardening. —  Fail*.  —  Prior.  —  Gar- 

Heh*i   Pbetry ffUtorg.  —   WhUJMd.  —  Tkt  . 

Cortican$.  —  Good  Breeding,  —  FuU  and  Frtt- 
wiU.  —  Goldsmith^i  Tailor.  ---  The  Dumeiad.  — 
Dryden.  —  Cot^reoe.  —  Sheridan.  —  Mr».  Hfm- 
tofui  Euojf,  —  Lord  Kamee.  —  Bark.  ^ 
BdBad  of  Hardyhnnte.  —  Fear  tf  DmA.  —  Sf^ 
pathy  with  DistrcM.  —  FooU.  —  BncianoM.-^ 
BartttCt  Trial — Mandeville^ 

I  CAMS  to  London    in    the    autmnn;    and 
having  informed  him  that  I  was  goiitf  to  be 
married  in  a  few  months,  I  wbhed  to  bare  u  I 
much  of  his  conversation  as  1  could  before 
o^if^'fl^ing  ui  a  ttaio  of  life  which  would  pro- 
hably  keep  me  more  in  Scotlaod,  and  prevent 
me  seeing  him  so  often  as  when  I  waa  a  nn^e 
man ;  but  I  found  be  was  at  Brighthelmstnas  • 
with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thrale.     I  waa  very  sorry 
that  I  had  not  hia  company  with  me  al  iht 
Jubitee*  in  honour  of  bhakapeare^  at  Strata 
ford«upon*ATon,    the    great     poel*a    natrva 
town.^      Johnson's     connection    both    with  . 
Sbakspeare  and  Grarrick   foonded   a  donbk 
daim  to  his  presence;    and  it  woold  have 
been  highly  giatifying  to  Mr.  Garri^    Upoa 
this  occatton  I  particularlr  lamented  that  he 
had  not  that  warmth  of  friendship  for  lu> 
brilliant  pupil,  which  we  may  suppose  would 
have  had  a  benignant  effect  on  both.    TVhen 
almost  every  man  of  eminence  in  the  litcnry 
world  was  happy  to  partake  in  this  festival  of 

r'aSp  the  absonoe  of  Johnaon  could  not  bnt 
wondered  at  and  regretted.  The  only 
trace  of  him  there,  was  in  the  whimaical  advcr* 
tisement  of  a  haberdasher,  who  sold  Si^aktvenam 
ribands  of  various  dyes ;  and  br  way  of  ilia*- 
trating  their  appropriation  to  the  bard,  tntrrv- 
duccd  a  line  from  toe  celebrated  Prolix^ae^  si 
the  opening  of  Drury  Lane  theatre  :  — 

Each  diange  of  ■urajf-cobwr'tf  life  be  drew.* 


u 


I  Durlof  tlito  TitU  he  mUom  or  never  dined  iwL  lU 
amwftrpd  to  Iw  dwplr  engaf  ed  in  tome  lltrrwy  work.  Mut 
WUlUiBS  WM  now  with  him  at  Oxford —  WASmw. 

•  W«  Bh«ll  M«  mors  by  and  bjre  of  poor  emute  7bM  ;  who. 
Dr.  lUrwood  tboufht.  wm  the  son  of  bU  ancle  Andrew,  of 
wboia  be  CoM  Mrt.  Ploesl  that  b*.  for  a  wfcola  year,  kept  th^ 
fAV  at  anMhasM  (wbavw  Uier  vrMtM  aB4  boxed ),  aad  oarer 
vet  fbrowfi  or  eoo^ttarad.— Cborim. 

•  HIiSMlaal  Aecouol  of  cb«  Sac-rrdnou  and  Uto  oC  Suod- 
iMOrovea^lnesa.  dlOL  ITTC^Caoeaa. 

«  Mr.  BotwaU,  on  Ikli  occaaion,  )u»tUM  JohnMO'i  fore- 
•Igbt  and  prwdiaw.  ta  advUlav  blm  io**elfW  hU  head  nf 
Cor«kat**uoluekU7.  the  adrire  bad  ao  aftrt,  for  Bo«well 
a  fool  of  btmaeir  m  Ibe  Jubilee  by  umtdrr  antbotUatir 
I  ■laeas't  othon.  laet  be  fthouM  ont  Se  eoSlcitnitiy 
voea  tbe  wordi  Coo»ic«  Botwmu.  la  larfe 
bal.-.C.,  ISJI.  There  wae  an  abeonl 
ptlBl  of  blm.  I  tbtnk  In  tbe  LamMm  .^mftnime.  jMiMMied. 
nth  Ma  ooncwrreoee.  In  the  rUAt^rxpr  of  an  armed 

oa  the  eveolnf  of 


the  7th  Sepc.  1769.  In  wMrh  he  voara  a  cap  wkb  the  !»• 
■cripcion  of  "  ^ira  la  i.i&rrld/  *'«bot  hie  friend  mU  mL 
nlrrr.  Tom  DaTtet,  rerordt  that  ho  wore  ordluarlt*  the 
remaruUr  Inicrtption  of  **  C^taaica  BoawsLL  im 


omtMulf  k$a  kat."^Lt/f  qf  Garrtck,  li.  811.     FArU^r  la  Cbi 
year  he  had  ritlted  Irrland.  and  waa  wo  dcadbl  the 


•pondent  who  fbmUbed   tbe  fnlt«»wtaw    i>a*-MiMti   te  (be 
Fmhttc  A49erU»er  of  the  Tib  Jolf,  iri». 

•*  Kstrart  of  a  letter  from  Dublin,  tlh  . 
■*Jamet  Botwell,  Kaq.,  havtof  t««w  wlatted 
dined  with  hit  Grace  the  l>uke  of  t.e4notff^.  at  bto  ww  tf 
Carton.  He  went  also  by  tperlal  Inrltatlon.  to  «!««  (be 
Lord  Lleotanant  at  bit  roontry  teat  at  I«v1alfp :  to  wb  rfr  be 
wae  conducted  In  one  of  bit  EYcellency'a  ctwrhae  bf  1 1  O* 
WaUhe^      He  dined  there,  and  tCaTT<d  alt  Mlg^iC.  m*%   iw^l 


momini  came  In  the  coorb  with  hie  Rsr«IW««y .  tw  t^ 

niv  Para,  and  wat  preeent  at  a  reetww  of  Sir  Jn*««A  \  -^K^S 


Drajrooni.     Ue  aUo  dined  with  tbe  Ktuht  Hc«our«>k«r  «>• 
LAr«l  Mayor     llr  It  now  taC  oat  oo  hIa 
~  Caoaaa,  IM6. 
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¥nm  Br^theimrtene  Dr.  JoluMte  wrote 
Be  the  folbirin;  letter ;  which  they  who  mmj 
chink  thit  I  oi^i  to  hare  tuppresMd^  miist 
hire  leu  ardent  fedings  than  1  haye  alwajs 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

•«  IMchiaMlBstais,  ScpL  9. 1709. 

"DuiSii,  — Why  Ao  yoo  charge  me  with 

tikiodnni?  I  hers  omitted  nothing  that  could  do 

JTM  good,  or  give  you  plenanre,  unloB  it  be  that  I 

han  ferborae  to  tcU  you  my   opinion  of  your 

'AoMunt  of  Cornea.*     I  believe  my  tyinioa,  if 

}«tt  thiak  well  of  ay  judgment,  might  have  given 

;m  pJcesare;  but  when  it  ii  considered  bow  much 

vioitT  is  irxcited  by  praise,  I  am  not  sure  that  it 

vMild  have  dono  you  good.     Your  -History  is  like 

other  biitoriei,  hot  your  Journal  ia,  in  a  very  higb 

dtgnc,  eurioos  and  delightful.     There  is  between 

&e  biaoiy  and  the  journal  that  difference  which 

/  Ihse  viU  always  be  found  between  notions  bor- 

'  nvsdftem  vrithout,  and  notions  generated  within. 

I  TscrkifiQfy  was  eopied  from  books ;  your  journal 

;  ner  eat  of  your  owa  experienee  and  observation. 

Toa  f  spim  images  vhiota  operated  strongly  upon 

f  jeencU^  and  yoa  have  impressed  them  with  great 

^  upon  your  leaders.     I  know  aot  whether  I 

nU  oaaM  aay  narrative  by  which  curiosity  is 

hatrr  adted,  or  better  gratHicd. 

I     "i ssB  glad  that  you  are  going  to  be  married ; 

'  Md  ai  I  wnh  you  well  in  things  of  less  importance, 

*>A  yoo  well  with  proportionate  ardour  in  this 

emiof  your  life.     What  I  can  contribute  to  your 

Hptacsi»  I  should  be  very  unwilling  to  withhold ; 

^  1  hs«i  always  loved  and  valued  you,  and  shall 

hi*  yoo  and  value  you  still  more,  as  you  become 

■<•«  ngnkr  sod  uselul;  efftcts  trhich  a  happy 

^nisfe  will  hardy  iul  to  produce. 

*  I  do  act  find  that  I  am  likely  to  come  back 
^  iosa  from  thia  ploee.  I  shall,  perhaps,  stay  a 
'■eiclK  lei^n  ;  aaid  a  ft>rtnigfat  in  a  long  time  to 
*iM«  ihsaat  from  bis  mistress.  Would  a  fortnight 
m  and  ?  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  most 
bumble  servant,  Sam.  Johmsok." 


Of  CovMoSt  pabBsbsd  In 


foe  Utemv  (amm^mn  penlblv 
ofhb 


•a.    For  mj  part,  I  ahoold  bo  prooa 

w,  flsd  1  have  on  ardent  amMtioa  fbr 

I  •hould  tanofloo 

A  Bum  who  has  bMa 

•rovad  by  tbo 

aa  a  roapacCaMocfaanictavhi 

ofhiavaalaMaaaa.    To  prcaarto 

Ihooa  wbo  aoa  na  ovary  daj.te 

at  It,  maat  pat  aa  aadar  tho 

.    Tb#  aotlior  >f  an  approved 

lapailUoa  an  oaiy  play,  and  vat 

gmlut,  wbao  ho  aonddori  that 

If  «  aa  anthor,  bo  never  eaaaos 

In  Ma  hours  of  f  loooi 

to  IhlBk,  that  bit 

re  tOBioabera; 


Jf^iirboll  wiThmm  J 


•riSB  Ibo  hopa  of  being  loroaai* 
hm  bom  a  peal  ol4«:t  to  the 


la  ink  waa  appointad  by  hlr 

and  Ciaaeral  In  thdr  veataaaca 

aa  boooorable,  and  for  a  time 

varpovered  bf  tbo  Frvnrh, 

la  176b,  wNaro  bo  realded, 

lag  to  afford  an  opportunity 


After  hii  return  to  town,  we  met  frequently, 
and  I  continved  the  practice  of  making  notes 
of  his  conrersation,  though  not  with  so  much 
aariduity  as  I  wish  I  had  done.  At  this  time, 
indeed,  I  had  a  sufficient  excuse  ibr  not  being 
able  to  appropriate  bo  much  time  to  my 
joornal;  for  General  PaoliS  after  Omsica  had 
been  overpowered  by  the  monarchy  of  France, 
was  now  no  kmger  at  tiie  head  of  hb  brare 
couuiryinen ;  but,  hayinff  with  difficulty  es- 
caped from  his  natiye  island,  bad  sought  an 
asykim  in  Chreat  Britain :  and  it  was  my  duty, 
as  well  as  my  pleasure,  to  attend  much  upon 
him.*  Such  particulars  of  Johnson*s  conyers- 
atioB  at  this  period  as  I  have  committed  to 
writmg,  I  shall  here  introduce,  widiout  any 
strict  attention  to  methodical  arrangement. 
Sometimes  short  notes  of  different  days  shall 
be  blended  together,  and  sometimes  a  day  may 
seem  important  enough  to  be  separately  distin* 
guished. 

He  said,  he  would  not  have  Sunday  kept 
with  rigid  severity  and  gloom,  but  with  a 
gravity  and  stmplkity  of  behaviour.^ 

I  told  him  that  David  Hume  had  made  a 
short  collection  of  Scotticisms.  **  I  wonder,** 
smd  Johnson,  ^  that  he  should  find  them.**  ^ 

He  would  not  admit  the  importance  of  the 
question  concerning  the  legality  of  genond 
warrants.  **  Such  a  power,**  he  observed,**  must 
be  vested  in  every  government,  to  answer  par- 
tienlar  cases  of  necessity ;  and  there  can  be  no 
just  complaint  but  wnen  it  is  abused,  for 
which  those  who  administer  government  ranst 
be  answerable.  It  is  a  matter  of  such  indif- 
ference, a  matter  about  whidi  the  people  care 
so  very  little,  that  were  a  man  to  be  sent  over 
Britain  to  oifor  them  an  exemption  from  it  at 
a  halfpenny  a  piece,  very  fear  would  purchase 
it.**  litis  waa  a  specimen  of  that  laxity  ot 
talkiDg,  which  I  had  beard  him  fairly  acknow« 
ledge ;  for,  surely,  while  the  power  of  granting 


to  liberale  Ms  eoantry  from  the  yoke  of  France,  he  went 
thither,  and  wa«  a  jiriodpil  pramMer  of  Its  thort-IWed 
oafon  to  tbo  Brittab  CSrown.  When  tbii  waa  dliaolved,  FaoH 
retamed  to  Eogiaod,  and  resided  hare  till  his  death  In  IWT, 
-.Caoaia. 

*  Slat  Srp«.  179.  General  PaoH  arrived  at  Mr.  Hntebfai. 
ana's.  In  Old  Bond  Street  S7th  Sept.  General  Paoll  waa 
prasenled  to  Ms  Majesty  at  St.  JaBMs'a.— ifeo  Reg.  Mr. 
BosveU's  oiUmtuHous  attandanea  en  Oeoeral  Psoli,  which 
was  blaroned  la  all  the  newtpapora,  aoMhad,  at  the  tlaso,  a 
good  deal  of  obaervatlon  and  Hdlcola.  —  Caoaia. 

4  Mrs.  PloBSl  says,  •*  Ho  ridiculed  a  friend  who.  hwkfaif 
out  on  atrealbani  Ooroason  frian  oor  windows  one  day, 
kunented  the  oaormooa  wickedness  of  the  Ihnea,  because 
some  liirdestchers  were  basj  there  one  S«e  Sunday  mnrntng. 
**  While  half  the  ChrisMao  world  Is  permitted.**  saM  he,  *•  to 
dance  and  slag,  and  celebrate  Sunday  as  a  day  of  fhsdvity. 


your  pinitanlcal  spirit  so  oflbaded  with  Mvolotts 
and  empty  dovlanoos  froea  exactaess  ?  Whoever  loads  Hfla 
with  uaaeeassary  scrvplei.  Sir,**  continued  be,  **  provokes 
the  attention  of  othera  on  bis  conidact,  and  Incors  the  censure 
of  stngnlerlt*wttbout  reaping  the  reward  of  saperlor  vlrtae.** 
Bat  tnoofb  Dr.  Johason  may  have  been  Induced  by  a  spMt 
of  cantradletlon  or  faopatlcDco,  to  $aj  aoaacthlng  of  the  alad 
here  staCsd  by  Mrs.  Plossl,  It  Is  proper  to  observe,  that  he 
waa,  both  fas  precept  and  practice,  a  deeorooa  and  generally 
M  strict,  though  not  a  porkaalcal,  obaerver  of  tho  Sabbath. 
— Caoaca. 

*  The  first  edition  of  Hnme*i  Riatory  of  F.agland  was  fhll 
of  Scottklsme,  many  of  wbkh  he  eorrected  In  subsequent 
editions. .-  Malokb. 
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general  warrants  was  supposed  to  be  legal, 
and  the  apprehension  of  tnem  hun^  OTer  our 
heads,  we  aid  not  possess  that  security  of  free- 
dom, congenial  to  our  happj  constitution,  and 
whidi,  by  the  intrepid  exertions  of  Mr.  Wilkes, 
has  been  happilrestabluhed. 

He  said,  ^Tbe  duration  of  parliament, 
whether  for  seren  years  or  the  life  of  the  king, 
appears  to  me  so  immaterial,  that  I  would  not 
give  half  a  crown  to  turn  the  scale  one  way 
or  the  other.  The  habeoM  corpm  is  the  single 
advantage  which  our  goTemment  has  oTer 
tiiat  of  other  countries.**  ^ 

On  the  30th  of  September  we  dined  together 
at  the  Mitre.  I  attempted  to  uvue  for  the 
superior  happiness  of  the  savage  life,  upon  the 
usual  fanciful  topics.  JoBHSoir.  **  Sir,  there 
can  be  nothing  more  false.  The  sarages  hare 
no  bodily  advantages  beyond  those  of  civilised 
men.  They  have  not  better  health;  and  as 
to  care  or  mental  uneasiness,  they  are  not 
above  it,  but  below  it,  like  bears.  No,  Sur ; 
you  are  not  to  talk  such  paradox :  let  me  have 
no  more  on*t.  It  cannot  entertain,  far  less 
can  it  instruct.  Lord  Monboddo,  one  of  your 
Scotch  judges,  talked  a  great  deal  of  such  non- 
sense. I  suffered  him ;  but  I  will  not  suffer 
y(m.**  BocwxLL.  **  But,  Sir,  does  not  Rous- 
seau talk  such  nonsense?*'  JoHHsoN.  ^True, 
Sir;  but  Rousseau  kmnoi  he  is  talking  non- 
sense, and  laughs  at  the  world  for  staring  at 
him."  BoswsLL.  "How  so.  Sir?"  Johk- 
•ON.  **  Whv,  Sir,  a  man  who  talks  nonsense  so 
well,  must  JEnow  that  he  is  talking  nonsense. 
But  I  am  afraid  (chuckling  and  laughing) 
Monboddo  does  moi  know  tbit  he  is  talking 
nonsense.**'  Boswbll.  "Is  it  wrong,  then. 
Sir,  to  affect  singularity,  in  order  to  make 
people  stare?**  JoHiiso!f.  "Yes,  if  von  do 
It  by  propagating  error:  and,  indeed,  it  is 
wrong  m  any  way.    There  is  in  human  nature 


I  This  turelr  li  paradov.  See  mnii,  p.  197.  n.  I..  Uie  pn>- 
tabto  motive  or  thl*  opinion  u  to  tlie  dnratloa  of  parllMBenU : 
but  did  be  reckon  tbe  power  of  the  Commooa  over  the  pub- 
lic parM  M  nothinn?  and  did  he  cakuUte  how  kmc  tho 
kmbtms  eorpm$  mtKht  etlst.  If  tbe  freedom  of  the  pre«t  were 
detuwjred,  and  tia  duratloo  of  parllanMOU  aaOmltad?-. 
CaoKU. 

*  Hit  lordtblp  harinf  frequently  tpoken  In  an  abutire 
Mannar  of  Dr.  Jobmon,  In  my  companj.  I.  on  one  oceation, 
during  the  llfetima  of  mj  illu»triout  friend,  could  not  refrain 
from  reUllation.  and  repeated  to  him  thtt  Mf Inf.  He  has 
iloea  piMlabed  I  don't  know  how  manjr  pafw  in  one  of  bl« 
cnrloua  books,  attempting.  In  much  anirer.  but  with  pitiful 
•Act,  to  perwade  mankliid  that  my  llluttrl«tttt  friend  wa« 


not  tbo  grant  and  good  man  which  they  esteemed  and  ever 
will  eateem  blm  to  be.  —  Baawtix.  Sir  James  Macklntoab 
lold  Mr.  MarkUtid  that  Lord  Monboddo  reaenird  llMwell'a 
•oeount  of  hit  vUlt  to  Monboddo  (port,  aub  Aug.  SI.  1773)  aa 
a  breach  of  hoipitallty,  and  reuliated  on  him  by  aaying  that 
**  thotigh  he  knew  him  to  be  a  fool,  be  believed  him  lo  be  a 
gentleman ;  now  he  knew  that  he  waa  not  a  gentleman,  and 
■till  a  fool/*  —  Botvell  may  bava  MmKimet  trvpaned  on 
Um  eonSdence  of  rr*«8te  life,  but  never  with  an  ungentle- 
manly  motive  or  feeling ;  and  aa  lo  hi*  being  %fooi,  the 
kold*  In  hU  hand  a  tumcient  aoiwer.—  CeoKia,  ISM. 
*  Mr«.Pfoiii  my«.**Kew  people  had  a  more  lettlrd  revi 
tor  the  world  than  Dr.  Johnson,  or  were  leaf  cnMlvaied  by 
Innovattont  on  the  long>recelved  mit<»ms  of  common  life. 
We  HMC  a  friend  driving  tix  very  small  ponlet,  and  stopped 
tn  admire  th4*m.  'Why  d«ies  notMiUy.^  said  our  Doctor. 
*  begin  the  fathlon  of  driving  t\\  sfiairined  horses,  all 
•peemed  of  the  same  leir*  it  wmild  have  a  mlrhty  |*rettx 
efleet  «tm1  pri»1<Kr  the  dl»tincti<Ki  i>r  doing  something  «ors^ 
the  cummja  »«).'      lie  luted  the  w^  of  Icttiug  a 


a  general  inclination  to  make  people  stare ;  and 
every  wiae  man  has  himself  to  cure  of  it,  sad 
does  cure  himself.  If  you  wish  to  make  psople 
stare,  by  doing  better  than  others,  why,  maks 
them  stare  till  they  stare  thdr  eyes  oat    Bal 
consider  how  easy  it  is  to  make  people  gtsre, 
by  being  absurd.    I  may  do  it  by  going  into 
a  drawing-room  without  my  shoes.    Y<m  re- 
member the   gentleman  in  the  *  Spectator,* 
[No.  576.]  who  had  a  commission  of  lonscy 
taken  out  against  him  for  his  extreme  atngu- 
larity,  such  as  never  wearing  a  wig,  but  k 
night-d^.   Now,  Sir,  abstractedly,  tM  night- 
cap was  best :  but,  relatively,  the  advantage 
was  over-balanced  by  making  the  boji  run 
after  him."  * 

Tidking  of  a  London  life,  he  aaid,  **The 
happiness  of  London  is  not  to  be  conceived 
but  by  those  who  have  been  in  it.  I  wiU  ven- 
ture to  say,  there  is  more  learning  and  acienoe 
within  the  circumference  of  ten  miles  frook 
where  we  now  sit,  than  in  all  the  rest  of  the 
kingdom.**  Boswbll.  ^The  only  diaadvaa- 
tage  is  the  great  distance  at  which  people  live 
from  one  another.**  Jobmsoh.  **ies,  Sir;  ! 
but  that  is  occasioned  by  the  laxgeness  of  it,  ■ 
which  is  the  cause  of  all  the  other  advantagea.** 
Bos  WELL.  ^Sometimes  I  have  been  in  tbe 
humour  of  wishing  to  retire  to  a  de$ert.'* 
JoRHsoN.  "  Sir,  you  have  desert  enough  in 
Scotland.** 

Although  I  had  promised  myself  a  great 
deal  of  instructive  conversation  with  him  un 
the  conduct  of  the  married  state,  of  which  I 
had  then  a  near  prospect,  he  did  not  say  much 
upon  that  topic.      Air. Seward^    heard  him 
once  say,  that  **  a  man  has  a  very  bad  chaiw« 
for  happiness  in  that  state,  unless  he  raarrirs  a 
woman  of  very  strong  and  fixed  prindplea  of 
religion.**    He  maintained  to  me,  contrary  to 
the  common  notion,  that  a  woman  wodild 


company  wlthoofc  taking  notice  to  tba  lady  of  tb* 
he  was  going ;  and  did  not  much  Uka  any  of  tbe 


by  which  ease  baa  been  lately  Introdi 

of  earamooy,  wbteh  had  more  of  hte  approbnrtnn.     Os^^^ 

dreta,and  dandng,  however,  all  lonnd  tbeir  ntfvocnta*  Isi  X>r . 

Johnson,  who  Inculcated,  upon  jprinripln.  Cbn  culctvaftsom  .-  r 

those  aru,  which  many  a  moraAat  tbtnka  hImaeU  bmrniA   t« 

refect,  and  auny  a  Christian  holds  unit  to  be  [ 

person,*  said  be,  one  day.  *  goea  ondcT'draaaad  tUl  bn  tkr  ^b 

himself  of  consequence  enough  tn  forbear  cnrrylnc  Um  fek»  %^m 

of  his  rank  upon  his  back.'    And,  in  ansnsr  Cotlw  ar^i*. 

mants  urged  by  Puritans,  Qnakars,  Ac  againat  ahowi   ^i 

corations  of  the  bmnan  Sgnra,  1  once  beaed  lilan 

*  Oh,  let  us  not  be  foond,  when  « 

the  lore  off  our  waisccoata,  hot  tba  apirit  of  imsl— Mim  u 

our  souls  and  tontiws  1    Let  oa  all  wmfcim  in 

toms.  which  an  of  no  consequence,  to  tbo  mamoevn  of  t  %»■ 

whom  wo  live  aoMmg, 

Alas  !  Sir,  *  continued  be,  *  •  man  who  cannot  «e< 

in  a  green  coat,  will  not  inS  bla  way  tbirlmr  tW 

a  grey  one.*  **—  CaoKea. 

«  William  Seward.  Esq.  F.E.8^  editor  of 
some  Distinguished  Persons,  Ac.**  In  four  voli 
known  to  a  numerous  and  valuable  arquaiolni 
titeralure.  love  of  the  Sue  arta,  and  soctal  vi 
Indebted  to  him  for  several 
Johtison.  — Boewiu..  Mr.  Seward  waa  bom  lis 
1747.  the  son  of  a  wealthy  brewer,  partner  In  t^«  »».•..•.-  .  i 
Calvert  and  Seward.  He  waa  edneatcd  at  the  Clkartev  \\  -^^ 
and  at  Otfard.  and  died,  Aprtl  94.  1799.  —  ltsLo»«.  IW*  j«. 
the*'  Anrciioces." ho  published  "  BlagTaphiana.'*  aatJ  '1 
rary  MI«crUanu>s.**  lie  must  not  be  coafbutaamd  «••»  >  > 
Reverend  Mr.  Sewaid.  Uie  Canon  of  I  khSrtd  <—  C»«^  n  m . 
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be  tlie  worse  wife  for  being  ietmed ;  in  which, 
from  all  that  I  have  observed  of  ArtemuioM^  I 
faumblj  differed  from  him.  That  a  woman 
thonid  be  sensible  and  well  informed,  I  allow 
to  be  a  great  advantage ;  and  think  that  Bir 
Thomas  Overborj,  in  his  rode  versification, 
has  very  judicionslj  pointed  out  that  d^pnee 
of  intelligence  which  is  to  be  desired  m  a 
iemale  companion :  — 

"  Give  me,  next  good,  an  undeniandtnff  wife. 
By  nature  wite,  not  kamed  by  much  art ; 

Some  kmoiekdgt  on  her  side  will  all  my  life 
More  Mope  of  convermtion  impart ; 

Bendea,  her  inbome  virtue  fertiBe ; 

They  are  moat  firmly  good,  who  beat  know  why.*' 

When  I  censured  a  gentleman  of  my  ac- 

SuainUnce  for  marrying  a  second  time,  as  it 
bowed  a  disregard  of  his  first  wife,  he  smd, 
^  Not  at  all.  Sir.  On  the  contrary,  were  he 
not  to  marry  again,  it  might  be  concluded  that 
his  first  wife  had  given  him  a  disgust  to  mar- 
riage ;  but  by  takmg  a  second  wife  be  pays  the 
highest  compliment  to  the  first,  by  showing 
that  she  made  him  so  happy  as  a  married  man, 
that  he  wishes  to  be  so  a  second  time.**  So 
ingenious  a  turn  did  he  give  to  this  delicate 
question.  And  yet,  on  another  occasion,  he 
owned  that  he  once  had  almost  asked  a  pro- 
mise of  Mrs.  Johnson  that  she  would  not 
marry  again,  but  had  checked  himself.  Indeed 
I  cannot  help  thinking,  that  in  his  case  the 
request  would  have  b^in  unreasonable ;  for  if 
Mrs.  Johnson  forgot,  or  thought  it  no  injury 
to  the  memory  of  her  first  love  —  tho  husband 
of  her  youth  and  the  father  of  her  children  — 
to  make  a  second  marriage,  why  should  she  be 
precluded  from  a  third,  should  she  be  so  in- 
clined? In  Johnson*8  persevering  fond  ap- 
I  propriation  of  his  Tetty^  even  after  her  de- 
'  cease,  he  seems  totally  to  have  overlooked  the 

rior  claim  of  the  honest  Birmingham  trader.^ 
presume  that  her  having  been  married  before 
had,  at  dmes,  given  him  some  uneasiness ;  for 
I  remember  his  observing  upon  the  marriage 
of  one  of  our  common  mends,  '*  He  has  done 
a  very  foolish  thine.  Sir;  he  has  married  a 
widow,  when  he  might  have  had  a  maid.** 

We  drank  tea  with  Mrs.  Williams.  I  had 
last  year  the  pleasure  of  seeing  Mrs.  Thrale  at 
Jh.  Johnson*s  one  morning,  and  had  conversa- 
tion enough  with  her  to  admire  her  talents; 
and  to  show  her  that  I  was  as  Johnsonian  as 
hersdf.  Dr.  Johnson  had  probably  been  kind 
eoougfa  to  speak  well  of  me,  for  this  evening 
he  delivered  me  a  very  polite  card  from 
Mr.  Thrale  and  her,  inviting  me  to  Streat- 
ham. 


■"Tboogh  Artemiiia  Ulki,  bjr  SU. 
Ofeoimdlf,  clu«!ct,  fatheri,  wits; 

Rcfldt  Malbrancbe,  Ikivle,  and  Locke : 
Yet  In  Mwie  thingt  mcthinkt  the  fiilU ; 
Twere  well  if  she  woald  pare  her  nails. 

And  wear  a  cleaner  smocii." — Pope, 


TUs 


Us  was  meant  for  Ladv  M.  W.  Xontafu.  —  Caoaaa. 
s  **  A  Wife,**  a  poeox,  1614— Boswbll. 


On  the  6th  of  October  I  complied  with  this 
obliging  invitation ;  and  found,  at  an  elegant 
villa,  six  miles  from  town,  everjr  circumstance 
that  can  make  society  pleasmg.  Johnson, 
though  quite  at  home,  was  yet  looked  up  to 
with  an  awe,  tempered  by  affection,  and 
seemed  to  be  equally  the  care  of  his  host  and 
hostess.    I  rejoiced  at  seeing  him  so  happy. 

He  played  off  his  wit  against  Scotland  with 
a  good-humoured  pleasantry,  which  gave  me, 
though  no  bigot  to  national  prejudices,  an  op- 
portunity for  a  little  contest  with  him.  I 
naving  said  that  England  was  obliged  to  us  for 
sardeners,  almost  all  their  good  ffardencrs 
bein^  Scotchmen:  —  JoHxaoK.  **  Why,  Sir, 
that  IS  because  gardening  is  much  more  neces- 
sary amongst  you  than  with  us,  which  makes 
so  many  of  your  people  learn  it.  It  is  oZ? 
gardening  with  you.  Things  which  grow  wild 
here,  must  be  cultivated  with  great  care  in 
Scotland.  Pray  now  ^throwing  himself  back 
in  his  chair,  and  laughmg),  are  you  ever  able 
to  bring  the  doe  to  i^rfection  ?  ** 

I  boMted  that  we  had  the  honour  of  being 
the  first  to  abolish  the  unhospitable,  trouble- 
some, and  ungracious  custom  of  giving  vails  to 
servants.  Johksom.  ^  Sir,  you  atx>liahed  vails, 
becanse  you  were  too  poor  to  be  able  to  give 
them.** 

Mrs.  Thrale  disputed  with  him  on  the  merit 
of  Prior.  He  attacked  him  powerfully ;  said 
he  wrote  of  love  like  a  man  who  had  never  felt 
it ;  his  love  verses  were  college  verses :  and  he 
repeated  the  sons,  ^  Alexis  8hunn*d  his  fellow 
swains,**  &c.  in  so  ludicrous  a  manner,  as  tomiJce 
us  all  wonder  how  any  one  could  have  been 
pleased  with  such  fantastical  stuff.  Mrs.  Thrale 
stood  to  her  gun  with  great  comrage,  in  defence 
of  amorous  mtties,  which  Johnson  despised,  till 
he  at  last  silenced  her  by  saying,  **  My  dear 
lacW,  talk  no  more  of  this.  Nonsense  can  be 
defended  but  by  nonsense.  **  ^ 

Mrs.  Thrale  then  praised  Garrick's  talents 
for  light  gay  poetry;  and,  as  a  specimen, 
repeated  his  song  in  ^  Florizel  and  Perdita,** 
and  dwelt  with  peculiar  pleasure  on  this 
line;  — 

<'rd  smile  with  the  simple^  and  feed  with  the 
poor." 

JoHNSOir.  ^Nay,  my  dear  lady,  this  will 
never  do.  Poor  David  I  Smile  with  the  simple ! 
*-  what  folly  is  that  ?  And  who  would  feed 
with  the  poor  that  can  help  it?  No,  no ;  let  me 
smile  with  the  wise,  and  feed  with  the  rich.**  I 
repeated  this  sally  to  Garrick,  and  wondered  to 
find  his  sensibility  as  a  writer  not  a  little  irri- 


s  Tet  his  Inqnlsitlve  mind  might  hare  been  struck  by  his 
friend  Tom  Herrev's  surtliog  application  of  the  scriptural 
question  to  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer,  relative  to  the  lady  who 
was  the  cause  of  their  contention :  —  '*  /n  kraven,  ickote  wife 
gkaU»ktket*^  Lukexx.  83.  Seeanlr.p.  183. n.4 Crokch. 

4  See  |w«<,  Sept.  S3. 1777.  his  strange  defence  of  Prlor'k 
delieacff.  —  Cxoaia. 
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toted  l>3r  h.  To  soothe  hka,  I  olieerTed,  that 
Johnson  spsred  none  of  us ;  end  1  quoted  the 
pesaiige  in  Hortoef  in  wfaidi  he  ooraperes  one 
who  Attacks  his  friends  for  the  sake  of  a  laugh 
to  a  pasfadng  ox,  that  is  asarked  faj  a  bnnch  of 
haj  pat  i^xm  his  home :  famtm  kmet  m  conm^ 
^  Ay,"  said  Garnck,  Tehementl j,  ^  he  has  a 
whole  aiMP  of  it.*" 

Talking  of  history,  Johnson  said,  **  We  may 
know  hiBtortcal  fiicta  to  be  true,  as  we  m^ 
know  facts  in  cennmon  liSe  to  be  true.  Motires 
are  generally  unknown.'  We  cannot  trost  to 
the  characten  we  find  in  histiHry,  unless  when 
they  are  drawn  by  those  who  knew  the  persons ; 
as  those,  for  instanoe»  by  Sallust  and  by  Lord 
Clarendon.** 

He  would  not  aDow  much  merit  to  Whit^ 
field*s  oratory.  "  His  popularity,  8ir,**  said  he, 
"is  chiefly  owing  to  toe  peculiarity  of  his 
manner.  He  would  be  foUowed  by  crowds 
were  he  to  wear  a  night-cap  in  the  pnlpit,  or 
were  he  to  preaeh  from  a  tree.** 

I  know  not  from  what  spirit  of  contradiction 
he  burst  ont  into  a  violent  declamation  against 
the  Corsicans,  of  whose  heroism  I  talked  in 
high  terms.  ''Sir,**  said  he,  ""what  is  all  thv 
rout  about  the  Corsicans  P  They  haye  been  at 
war  with  the  Cienoese  for  upwarda  of  twenty 
years,  and  have  never  yet  taken  their  fbrtified 
towns.  They  might  have  battered  down  tiiieir 
walls,  and  rednced  them  to  powder  in  twenty 
yean.  They  might  have  pulled  the  walls  in 
pieoea,  and  cracked  the  stonea  with  their  teeth 
in  twenty  yean.**  It  was  in  vain  to  argue 
with  him  upon  the  want  of  artillery :  he  was 
not  to  be  resisted  for  the  moment. 

On  the  evenimr  of  October  10. 1  presented 
Dr.  Johnson  to  General  Paoli.  I  had  greatly 
wished  that  two  men,  for  whom  I  had  the 
highest  esteem,  should  meet'  They  met 
with  a  manly  ease,  mutually  conscious  or  their 
own  abilities,  and  of  the  abilities  of  each  other. 
The  Geneni  ipoke  Italian,  and  Dr.  Jcrfmson 
English,  and  understood  one  another  very 
well,  with  a  little  aid  of  interpretation  from 
me,  in  which  I  compared  myseu  to  an  isthmus 
which  joins  two  great  continents.  Upon 
Johnson's  spproach,  the  General  said,  ^  From 
what  I  have  read  of  your  works,  Sir,  and  from 
what  Mr.  Boswell  has  told  me  of  you,  I  have 
long  held  you  in  great  veneration.**  The 
General  talked  of  languages  being  f^xmed  on 
the  particular  notions  and  manners  of  a  people, 
witliout  knowing  which,  we  cannot  know  the 


langttsge.    We  may  know  the  direct  nnifiei- 
tioB  of  aing^e  words ;  but  by  these  no  oesn^ 
of  exvresnon,  no  sally  of  genins,  no  wit  is  o<» 
veyea  to  the  mind.     jSi  this  must  he  bj 
allusion  to  other  ideas.    ^  Shr,**  said  JohoMO, 
M  you  talk  of  language,  as  if  yon  had  nercr 
dmie  any  thing  cue  but  study  it,  instead  of 
governing   a    natbn.**     The    Goienl  laid, 
**  Queito  c  VH  troppo  gram  compUmado;'*  Ihii 
is  too  great  a  compliment.    Johnson  answered, 
^  I  should  have  Uioogbt  so.  Sir,  if  I  had  not 
heard  yon  talk.**  *    The  General  sjiked  Urn 
what  he  thought  of  the  spirit  of  infidelity  wbich 
was    so    prevalent.      JoBiuon.     ^Sir,  thii 
gloom  of  infidelity,  I  hcqpe,  'n  onlv  a  transient 
cloud  passing  through  the  hemi8]were\  wbich 
will  soon  be  dissipated,  and  the  sun  hresk  forth 
with  his  usual  splendour.**    *^Too  think  dies,* 
said  the  GeneraJ,  *'  that  thev  wiD  change  their 
nrindides  like  their  dodies.    Jobhsok.  ^  Why, 
sir,  if^  they  bestow  no  more  thought  on  prio* 
ciples  thsm  on  dress,  it  must  be  so.**    The 
Grenenl  said,  that  **  a  great  part  of  theiashiaa- 
able  infidelitv  was  owing  to  a  desire  of  showing 
courage.    Men  who  have  no  opportunities  of 
showing  it  as  to  things  in  this  nte,  tske  des& 
and  futurity  as  objects  on  which  to  displs^  it* 
JoHRSOir.    "That  is  mighty  fooiiskaflectatk*. 
Fear  is  one  of  the  psasiona  of  human  nature, 
of  which  it  is  impossiUe  to  divest  it    Tos 
remember  that  the  Emperor  Charles  V.,  whea 
he  read  upon  the  tomb-stone  of  a  Spaaiih 
nobleman,  *Here  lies  one  who  never  kaev 
fear,*  wittily  said,  *  Then  he  nerer  naffsd  i 
candle  with  his  fingers.*  ** 

He  talked  a  few  words  <^  French  to  the 
General;  bat  finding  he  ^d  not  do  it  with 
faciKty,  he  asked  for  pen,  ink,  and  piper,  sad 
wrote  the  Ihllowing  note :  — 


*'raiim 


de  rikiHmma,  €i  ih 
dm   LaUm,     V< 
rusticara :  c&  i 
eOt  o  certoi 
toQM*  if  dama  Im 
mime  cHatr 
lanfmu  dmu  tlaU, 


t^pdh    linguaas    Conk* 

faU  dbM  jJ  mm- 
mdmmm^nrduk 
A  Sardai^me  ,•  qm'ii  y  •  diM 
dea  valTe*.  tat^rt  dt  U  mm- 


The  General  immediatelr  informed  him,  thi* 
the  In^fiu  TutHea  was  only  in  Sardinia.' 

Dr.  Johnson  went  home  with  me,  and  drsnk 
tea  till  hite  in  the  night.     He   aaid,  ^  GcDiraJ 


1  Thft  wM  whit  old  Sir  Robert  Wa]pol«  probabljr  ine«nC. 
«b«fi  hif  una  U<irar4P,  wishing  to  anuM  bun  oi)<»  ««e«itB|r, 
aftrr  hit  (a\\.  offtfrrd  to  n*ad  him  lome  historlcml  work.  "Any 
thlnf,"  Mid  the  old  tutninan.  *'  but  history  —that  wnul  bo 
ftlM*.**  Mr.  Gibbon  uj-i.  "  Malhcurpux  »ort  dr  PhlaUtlrel 
Lt%  •portatcm  loiit  trop  pru  invtrulu,  K  1«  acteart  trop 
Int^TTM^,  pour  qa»  bous  putstiona  romptor  tor  It*  riclta 
da*  um  oa  do*  antfm  !  "  {M$te.  »'»rk»,  toI.  Iv.  |>.4ia)  -. 
Caosaa. 

s  Botwell.  In  hU  **  Jmunay  to  Corfka.**  aublithod  hi  I7SB, 

(I.  SM,  bad  antiripat(^i  ihi«  nertin«.  vith  apparrat  aatU- 
actfon :  — **  What  an  tdtji."  hr  ob*«Tv<^,  **iAaf  we  not  furaa 
of  an  tetemcw  between  Micb  a  scholar  and  philosopher  as 


Mr.  Johtitm  and  nidi  a  leftslator  aad  graerml  m^^W 
Mabklanu. 

JL.^  •iTf*'  Pj**""^- «>»•  co«pltoi«ot  of  King  Cn«*t- 
Third  to  himself.  —  Caoaaft. 

4  I  suppose  Juhnaon  sakl  mtwtnmki  ig. ^. OmamjtM. 

*  Bishop  Elrlnaton  sticpsted  wlkelber  It  vaa  MM  r**** 
that  a  iniliunr  raloaj  ofJewft,  transportad  luti»  Sa*-^  . 
the  time  of  Tlherltis,  may  htve  left   aomr  xxme*m  sT  i^.  «i 

Iuafe  there?    Tac.  An.  L  J.  c  H.'*.      Mu«^.  Vii.   t  S    . 
otrph.  I.  IS.  C.S. -.raoKn      SardtnU  had  t>e«fuv4  .t 
earlier,  rotonbed  by  Carthaf*.  wt» 
aklo  t»  Uw  Uabi«v.-.LacaiMn-. 
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PaoJi  liad  tbe  loftiest  port  of  kbj  man  he  hmi 
e9tr  seen.**^  fie  denied  that  milHary  men 
were  aiwaya  the  best  bied  men.  '^  refect 
good  breeding,  he  observed,  consists  in  having 
no  perticubr  mark  of  any  profession,  bnt  a 
geoersl  ekganoe  of  mannen ;  whereas,  in  a 
ooilhary  man,  jou  can  commonly  distinguish 
thefcwMfofasoldiei;  ittomme  <f  e^.*** 

Dr.  Johnson  shunned  to-niehtanj  discussion 
of  the  perplcKed  question  of  fate  and  free- will, 
wfaicfa  I  attempted  to  agitate:  '*  Sir,**  said  he, 
imow  our  will  is  fiee,  and  ^tre  's  an  end 


on't. 

He  hononred  me  with  his  compmv^  at  dinner 
on  the  16th  of  October,  at  my  lodgings  in  <Nd 
Bond  Street,  witii  Sir  Joshua  fieynolds, 
Mr.  Garriek,  Dr.  Goldsmith,  Mr.  Murphy, 
Mr.  Biekerstaff',  and  Mr.  Thomas  Davies. 
Garriek  placed  ixnmd  him  with  a  fond  Tivacity, 
taking  hM  of  the  breasts  of  his  coat,  and, 
kMikin^  up  in  hs  face  with  a  lively  archness, 
eompmneiited  him  on  the  good  health  which 
he  seemed  then  to  enioyv  while  tiie  aage, 
shaking  his  head,  behdd  him  with  a  gentle 
eBn^laoeney.  One  of  the  company  not  being 
cane  ai  the  appointed  hour,  1  proposed,  as 
usBi^  upon  suca  occasions,  to  order  dinner  to 
be  served;  adding,  **  Ought  six  people  to  be 
kept  wmting  fbr  one?*^  ''Why,  yes,'*  an- 
nrared  Johiuon,  with  a  delicate  humanity,  '^if 
the  one  wfll  wafkt  more  by  ytmr  sitting  down, 
^"^  the  six  will  do  by  waiUng."  Goldsmith,  to 
the  tedious  minvtes,  strutted  about, 
of  hie  dress,  and  I  believe  was 


y  vain  of  i^  fbr  his  nund  was  wonderftilly 
^  to  sock  inprcmions.    **  Come»  coatie/* 


said  Garridc,  **  talk  no  more  of  that.  You  m, 
pshapa,  the  werst-^eh,  ^1*' — Goldsmilh 
was  eaeeriy  attempting  to  interrupt  hia^  when 
Garriek  went  on,  Imwhing  ironically,  **  Nay, 
jFon  will  ahraya  look  \m  a  gentleman ;  bnt  I 
am  tBUdK  of  bcong  well  or  iS  dreaiT  '*  Well, 
let  me  teU  yon,**  said  Goldsnuth,  ''when  my 


*  When  I  saw  bin  mhim 


M  thirty  jean  later,  be  appeared 
iAM»  eCaqitiataad  mnllMiian.Mite 


the  BMMt  pecoUar  featoiv  that  1  ■»• 
ooad  cMn,  which 
—CaoKaa.  IStt. 


air  of 

Mid  lo  Mia.  PiMsi,  the  efaanca  cf  a 
to  hair  the  TJwbte  naik  of  bo  |mo- 
:— CaoKSE. 

a  saliva  of  Iratand.  the  authorof  "  Love 

r  **Llanal  aid  Clariaia."  the  **  Spoiled  GhihU** 

Ihialilni  piecea  oreontlderable  meritand 

Thia  onhappf  naa  waa  obliged  to 

,  eoi  'soanlciaa  of  a  capliai  crfaia,  en  wlilcb 

-fawal  jBlaiPi,  that**«bea  Mr. BickerataT i 

Um  report  oT  hit  fuUt.  and  Mr.  Thrale  aaU, 

to  Jotaaaonla  aetoaiahncB*,  that  Im  had  toag  heen 

aaMpactad  aaao,  *  By  thoee  who  look  claae  to  the  gronad 

dht  wtU  ha  aaaaw  Sir/  waa  the  Mtv  reply:  *  I  hope  laae 

lUMa froaa  a gieilii  diataace.*  **^ Caoasa. 

«  It  ii  daa  to  Boawaira  diaracier  far  wiaiite  actoraity  to 

thM  Mr.  Friar  haa  faond  the  taSlor'a  WU  iier  tfab  eelo- 

nit.  dated  the  raiy  aaaw  dap  on  which  Cnidamith 

^  it  al  Baa  well*!. 

"  no,  Oct.  16.  Mr.  Oliver  GoUaaaith,  Dr.  to  WUheaa  Filby. 

I    To  vakiag  a  faalMrcaaaulft  or  ratteen  lined 

wMhaatln         ......    jfflS    19     0 

Taapdb'orAtaaacafowatfhteechea    -       -         14     6" 
l^  ^atMnmith,  iL  282.^  CaoMn,  184i. 

*  Mr.Lanfton  informed  me  that  he  oooe  related  to  Johnaon 
(on  the  autbority  of  Spenee)  that  Pope  binteif  admired 


tailor  bron|[ht  homb  my  bloom-colonred  coat, 
he  said,  *  Sir,  I  have  a  farour  to  beg  of  yon. 
When  any  body  asks  you  who  made  yoar 
dothes,  be  pleased  to  mention  John  Filhf^  at 
the  HsiTOw,  in  Water  Lane.***  Johxsob. 
^'Why,  Sir,  that  wss  beeaiise  he  knew  the 
strange  colour  wonld  attnet  crowds  to  gaae  at 
it,  and  thus  tiiey  might  hear  of  him,  and  see 
how  well  he  oouhi  make  a  coat  eren  of  so 
absurd  a  oolonr.**^ 

After  dinner  onr  eonTenation  first  tamed 
upon  Pope.  Johnson  said,  his  characters  of 
men  were  admirably  drawn,  those  of  women 
not  so  well.  He  repeated  to  ns,  in  his  ftrdble, 
melodious  manner,  the  oondnding  lines  of  the 
Dnnciad.^  WhSe  he  was  talking  loudly  in 
praise  of  those  lines,  one  of  the  company  ten- 
tnred  to  say,  **  Too  fine  fi)r  such  a  poem :  — 
a  poem  on  whatf  **  Jomrsow  (with  a  dis- 
damfol  look),  **  Why,  on  diaieef .  It  was  worth 
while  being  a  dnnoe  then.  Ah,  Sir,  hadst  Aoa 
liTod  in  those  days !  ^  It  is  not  worth  while 
being  a  dunce  now,  when  there  are  no  wits.^ 
Biekerstaff  obeerved,  as  a  peculiar  circnm- 
stance,  that  R>pe*s  £sme  was  higher  when  he 
was  ali\«  than  it  was  then.  Johnson  said,  his 
Ftetorals  weare  poor  things,  though  the  versifi- 
cation was  fine.  He  told  us^  with  hi^  satis- 
faction, the  anecdote  of  Pope's  inquimg  who 
was  the  author  of  his  *^  London,"  and  saying, 
he  will  soon  be  dSterrk  fie  observed,  that  m 
Dryden*8  poetrv  there  were  passages  drawn 
frcMn  a  proftmdHy  which  Pope  oonld  never 
reach.  Ue  repeated  some  fine  lines  on  love, 
by  the  former,  which  I  have  now  forgotten'', 
and  save  great  api^use  to  the  chanicter  cf 
Zimn.^  Goldsmith  said,  that  Pope's  diaracter 
of  Addison  showed  a  deep  knowledge  of  the 
human  heart  Johnson  said,  tiiat  the  descrip- 
tieii  of  the  temple,  in  **  The  Monrmng  Bride,  * 
was  the  finest  poetical  passase  he  had  ever 
read ;  he  reodleoted  none  in  Shakspeare  equal 
to  it.— '^'But,**  said  Garriek,  all  alarmed  fat 


tboae  Hnea  so  much,  that  when  he  repeated  them  hia  voice 
lUtered  s  **  And  well  it  migtit.  Str,**  aaU  JohMcn,  **  for  th^ 
aia  noble  Moea.** — J.  Boawiu^ian. 

•  What  »  IhreljridBa  of  the  tTraaar  ef  Jofanaon'a  oonvaiw 
natien  ilnna  the  ward  a<  iifernl  girt  t  Boawail  waa  Idaaaalf  the 
eli^eet  of  thia  aareaam.  ^  BoairaU  lamented  that  he  had 
not  lived  in  the  Angnatan  age  of  Bngland.  when  Pope  nd 
othera  flooriahed.  Sir  Joahoa  B^pnoUa  thoiaghl  thntBoewail 
had  no  right  to  complain,  aa  it  were  belter  to  be  alive  than 
dead.  JohnaoneaU,  *  Mo,  Sir,  Boawill  la  hi  the  riaht(  aa, 
perbapa,  he  haa  loat  the  opportanitj  of  havtnf  hb  naaM 
temoMMIaed  to  the  DnKiad.**  JttiBttaaftvXdft^Jainawi..- 


ly  that  frem  tta  Fdblea  wUch  Johaaen  < 
theZ4fe^Aydni;~ 

**  Love  varioua  mlAdi  doea  varloualy  inspire : 
It  stSra  in  gentle  boroma  gentle  fira^ 
Like  that  of  incenae  on  the  altar  laid ; 
But  raging  Samea  tempcatuoua  louU  invade^**  Ac. 

timngh  It  la  he  no  meana  the  moal  beantifal  that  aiililhs 


•  The  Odke  of  BuckinffanaB,  to  «*  Abaatom  and  AddtophaL* 


tt 


•  **  How  reverend  la  the  fine  of  thia  tal]  pile, 

Whoae  ancient  pillara  rear  their  marble  heada, 
To  bear  aloft  ita  arch'd  and  pond*ron8  roof. 
By  ita  own  weight  made  ateonat  and  unmovealde, 
].4>oklng  tranquillity  I  ~  It  itrikea  an  awe 
And  terror  on  my  acMag  aigfat.**    Act  li.  ac.  1. 
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^  the  God  of  his  idolatry,'*  **  we  know  not  the 
extent  and  yariet j  of  his  powers.  We  are  to 
sappose  there  are  such  passages  in  his  works. 
ShuEspeare  must  not  suffer  nom  the  badness 
of  our  memories.**  Johnson,  direrted  by  this 
enthusiastic  jealousy,  went  on  with  great 
ardour:  **No,  Sir;  Congrere  has  nature^ 
(smiling  on  the  tragic  eagerness  of  Garrick) ; 
but  composing  himself,  he  added,  ^  Sir,  this  is 
not  comparing  Congreve  on  the  whole  with 
Shakspeare  on  the  whole ;  but  only  maintain" 
ing  that  Congreve  has  one  finer  passage  than 
any  that  can  be  found  in  Shakspeare.  Sir,  a 
man  may  hare  no  more  than  ten  guineas  in 
the  world,  but  he  may  hare  those  ten  guineas 
in  one  piece ;  and  so  may  have  a  finer  piece 
than  a  man  who  has  ten  thousand  pounds :  but 
then  he  has  only  one  ten-guinea  piece. — MThat 
I  mean  is,  that  jou  can  show  me  no  passaj^e 
where  there  is  smiply  a  description  of  material 
objects,  without  any  intermixture  of  moral 
notions  >,  which  produces  such  an  effect.** 
Mr.  Murphy  mentioned  Shakspeare*s  descrip- 
tion of  the  night  before  the  battle  of  Agin- 
court;  but  it  was  observed  it  had  men  in  it. 
Mr.  Davies  suggested  the  speech  of  Juliet,  in 
which  she  figures  herself  awaking  in  the  tomb 
of  her  ancestors.  Some  one  mentioned  the 
description  of  Dover  Cliffl  Jobhsov.  ^  No, 
Sir;  it  should  be  all  precipice, — all  vacuum. 
The  crows  impede  your  fall.  The  diminbhed 
appearance  or  the  boats,  and  other  circum- 
stances, are  all  very  good  description ;  but  do 
not  impress  the  mind  at  once  wito  the  horrible 
idea  of  immense  height.  The  impression  is 
divided ;  you  pass  on  by  computation  from  one 
stage  of  the  tremenaous  space  to  another. 
Had  the  girl  in  *  The  Mourning  Bride  *  said 
she  could  not  cast  her  shoe  to  the  top  of  one 
of  the  pillan  in  the  temple,  it  would  not  have 
aided  the  idea,  but  weakened  it** ' 

Talking  of  a  barrister  who  had  a  bad  utter- 
ance, some  one  (to  rouse  Johnson)  wickedly 
said,  that  he  was  unfortunate  in  not  having 


I  In  Confrfr«*a  dMcriptloa  Umtb  Mcoit  to  te  «• 
imiMlmre  qf  moral  mticmtt  as  fh*  aJhctlor  power  oTtfae 
pMMft  ariMS  fron  th«  vivM  ImpraMtoa  of  the  d«cfib«d 
object*  on  the  mind  of  •  speoker :  **  And  shoot  a  chilliMss," 
ac.  —  KsABNBY.  80  rartlT  aro  the  Arse  words  of  tba  spoarb 

<*AovrOT«r«iid.**aad«acaJ(n,**il«fraetM«wr.'*am' 

**  t»okim§  iramtnMlitg.  '*  _  Cnoftxa. 

•  W«  sbottld  havatocB  ata  los#toaeeoiiBt  flbralltbis,..^ 
doxical  prefsrcooa  of  Coofrero  to  Sbakespaaro,  and  this  total 
Ins— IMltty  to,  or  misrsprasootation  of,  tho  hrantiftil  dascrlp. 
tloaof  ChocUfl^buCthat  Mrs.  Ploasl  smrs  that  Johnson  bnaitod 
to  her  boar  b«  used  co  taaao  GarricR  by  ooamandatkios  on 
tho  uanb  soena  In  Coograve's  Moumtaif  Brido,  prolastlnff 
that  Sbakcspaara  had.  In  tho  same  Ifaia  of  oscollanea.  aothins 
as  tood:  **  All  which,**  bo  would  add.  *«  Is  strictly  truot  but 
that  It  BO  reason  for  siipposlnf  that  Congreve  U  to  stand  In 
eompetltloB  with  Shakespeare  (  these  fellows  know  not  how 
to  bUme,  or  how  to  eommcnd.**  He  himself  does  not  here 
show  much  taste  cither  In  his  blame  or  commendation.  Ha 
aarriy  rould  not  think  that  **  the  crews  hnpede  the  lUl.*'  •*  It 
should,"  he  mys.  *'  be  all  vacuum  '*— but  how  is  isiwm  to 
be  painted  but  by  soeh  dreumstaoeas  and  contnMU  m  Shake- 
speare  has  so  admirably  introducHi  ?  Johnson  seems  also  to 
ha*e  forgotten  that  this  was  not  really  a  local  picture,  hut  a 
deflcrtpikiQ  from  Edgar's  laemory  or  Imaghution  of  such 
clrcumtunees  as  he  thought  most  likely  to  impose  on  hb 
blind  auditor.  — .  Caoaia. 

»  -  There  U  a  writer,  at  preient  of  gigantic  Cime  In  these 
days  of  liftfr  awn.  who  has  preteoded  to  scratch  out  a  Llfo  of 


\ 


been  tau|;ht  ontorj  by  Sheridan.  Jomoi. 
*'  Nay,  Sir,  if  he  had  been  taught  by  SheritUa, 
he  would  have  cleared  the  room."  Gakbici. 
^  Sheridan  has  too  much  vanity  to  be  a  pmA 
man.**—  We  shall  now  see  JoluMm^s  mode  of 
defending  a  man;  taking  him  into  hit  own 
hands,  and  discriminating.  Johxior.  ^1S«, 
Sir.  There  is,  to  be  sure,  in  Sheridss,  lostt- 
thinff  to  reprdiend  and  eveiy  thing  to  Uii^ 
at;  but.  Sir,  he  is  not  a  bad  man.  ISo,  Sv;  | 
were  mankind  to  be  divided  into  ffood  and  hsd,  ^ 
he  would  stand  considerably  within  the  raab  < 
of  good.  And,  Sir,  it  must  be  allowed  tbt 
Sheridan  excels  in  plain  dedamatton,  tboegb  j 
he  can  exhibit  no  character.** 

I  should,  perhaps,  have  suppressed  thit  di^ 
quisition  concerning  a  person  of  whoie  ncrit  , 
and  worth  I  think  with  respect,  had  he  not 
attacked  Johnson  so  outrageousl3%in  bif  Life 
of  Swift,  and  at  the  same  time,  treated  m  Ui 
admireri  as  a  set  of  pigmies.'  He  who  Wi  ^ 
provoked  the  lash  of  wit,  cannot  complain  thst 
ne  smarts  ftom  it. 

Mrs.  Montagu,    a   lady    distinguished  for  i 
having  written  an  Essay  on  Shaksoeare,  beiaf 
mentioned :  —  Rbtholds.  **  I  think  thai  eMtt 
does  her  honour.**    Johhsoh.     ^'  Yes,  Sir;  it 
does  her  honour,  but  it  would  do  nobody  eke 
honour.    I  have,  indeed,  not  read  it  alL   Btii 
when  I  take  up  the  end  of  %  web,  and  find  it 
packthread,  I  do  not  expect,  hj  loolung  furtktf; 
to  find  embroidery.    Sir,  I  will  Tenture  to  mj* 
there  is  not  one  sentence  of  true  crittdsB  m 
her  book.**    GAmsiCK.    ''  Butt  Sir,  auxely  ii 
shows  how  much  Voltaire  has  nuataken  Shsk- 
speare,  which  nobody  else  has  done.**    Jons- 
sow.    ^  Sir,  nobody  else  haa  thought  it  woftk 
while.     And  what  merit  ia   there  in  that^ 
You  may  as  well  praise  a  achoolmastcr  iot 
whipping  a  boy  who  has  conatrued  iVL    ^0^ 
Sir,  there  is  no  real  criticism   in  it:  near 
showing  the  beauty  of  thought,  as  formed  «a 
the  working  of  the  human  heart/* 

The  admirers  of  this  Essaj  ^  may  be  offended 


Swift,  bat  so  mIsaraMy  executed  an 
himself  that  dismee.  which  be 
character  of  the  Dean/*  ~ 
ever  should  be  reoolleeted  that 
resentment  against  Johnaon 

thapubUeatlonofhisL^Ar^Aptift-  ^ 
the  agtressor.— CaoBia. 

«  Of  whom,  I  ackaowledfa  myawir 
It  as  a  pleee  of  the  secondary  or 
dsm  2  and  not  of  **«**  nroftaund 
Johnson  would  allow  to  be  **  raal 
dearly  and  elegaatiy  expressed, 
what  it  professed  to  do,  namely, 
tha  misrepresentttlooe  of  Voltalrw  g 
many  young  people  were  misled  by 
obeerratkms,  Mrs.  Montagu's  Kssay  m 
^eare  with  a  certain  clsas  of 
entitled  to  pralm.    Johnson,  I  am  mmi 
which  I  have  stated, mytaar  (with 
Is  eoDduslea  mi  Seoufiwm.'*.»Boe' 
preserred  an  admirable  reply 
Voltaire.    She  happened  to  be 
demit  .fVanpiifse.when  a  violent  Inwwctl  v< 
by  VolUire  was  md.    Suard.  tH« 
*■  Jr  crM'«  Madmme  fureeew  Hf  mm 
enra  4'emitndre.'*    She  rrpllcd,  w  iiti 
and  good  amnners,  **  A#e<'«  Mmmnm  f  «» 
nr  tm»»  pat  amiV  H  if.  4e  VoUmf^J^ 
1776 — CaoKsa. 
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at  the  slighting  maimer  in  which  Johnson 
spoke  of  it :  bat  let  it  be  remembered,  that  he 
cave  his  honest  opinion  unbiassed  by  any  pre- 
mdice,  or  any  proud  jealousy  of  a  woman 
intmding  herself  into  the  chair  of  criticism ; 
lor  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  has  told  me,  that 
when  the  Essay  first  came  oat,  and  it  was  not 
known  who  had  written  it,  Johnson  wondered 
how  Sir  Joshua  could  like  it.  At  this  time 
Sir  Joahaa  himself  had  received  no  information 
eaoceniDe  the  author,  except  being^  assured 
by  one  of  our  most  eminent  literati,  that  it 
was  dear  its  author  did  not  know  the  Crreek 
trwedies  in  the  originaL  One  day  at  Sir 
Jo3iaa*8  table,  when  it  was  related  that  Mrs. 
Montagu,  in  an  excess  of  compliment  to  the 
author  of  a  modem  tragedy ',  had  exclaimed, 
^I  tremble  for  Shakspeare,**  Johnson  said, 

**  When  Shakspeare  has  fpxt for  his  rival, 

and  Mrs.  Montagu  for  his  defender,  he  is  in  a 
poor  state  indeed.** ' 

Johnson  proceeded:  ^  The  Scotchman  (Lord 
Kames)  has  taken  the  risht  method  in  his 
'Elements  of  Cridcism.*  I  do  not  mean  that 
he  has  taught  us  any  thing ;  but  he  has  told  us 
old  things  in  a  new  way.**  Muxpbt.  ^  He 
seems  to  have  read  a  great  deal  of  French  cri- 
ticbm,  and  wants  to  make  it  his  own ;  as  if  he 
had  been  for  years  anatomising  the  heart  of 
man,  and  peeping  into  every  cranny  of  it.** 
GoLoaiciTH.  ^  It  is  easier  to  write  that  book, 
than  to  read  it.**  Johhsok.  **  We  have  an 
eumplc  of  true  criticism  in  Barkers  *  Essay 
on  we  Sublime  and  Beautiful ;  *  and,  if  I  re- 
coUecty  there  is  also  Du  Bos  ('Reflexions  Cri- 
tiques sur  la  Fo^ie  et  sur  la  Peinture),  and 
Boohoors  C  Manik^  de  bien  penser  dans  les 
CEuvres  d*Esprit),  who  shows  all  beauty  to 
depend  on  truth.  There  is  no  great  merit  in 
temng  how  many  plays  have  ehosts  in  them, 
and  how  this  ghost  is  better  wan  that.  You 
must  ahow  how  terror  is  impressed  on  the 
human  heart.  In  the  description  of  Night  in 
Macbeth,  the  beetle  and  the  bat  detract  from 


*  And  ret 

placet  which 


when  Mn.  Montagu  showed  htm  focne  China 
had  OOC0  belonged  to  Queen  Elisabeth,  he  told 
kr.  *  that  they  had  no  reaaon  to  be  ashamed  of  their  present 
pommuoTt  who  was  so  little  inferior  to  the  flrst.**—  Pioxxi. 

U  Itaa  been  often  said,  that  the  eoolnoM  between  Mn. 
Mooti^V  and  Dr.  Johnson  arose  out  of  his  treatment  of  Lord 
LytUshoD.  h>  the  **  Lives  of  the  PoeU ; "  hot  we  see  that  be 
began  to  speak  disrespectf^lhr  of  her  long  before ;  and.  indeed, 
there  ia  hardlj  am  point  of^Dr.  Johnson's  conduct  less  ex- 
pw*n*»'^.  and,  as  nr  «a  I  can  see,  leas  defensible,  than  the 
wajr  lo  whidi  he  appears  to  have  ■oraetlmes 
of  a  lady  to  whom  he  continued  to  addren  such 
npUments  as  that  just  quoted,  and  to  write 
Mters  aa  we  shall  read  hereafter.  There  is 
private  history  In  all  this,  which  I  am  no  Anther  able  to 


by  repeating  that  Boswell  himself  bad  a  strong 
dMikc  to  Mrs.  Montagu,  who,  little  knowing  bis  real  talenU, 
■sd  whata  dispenser  uf  Cnne  he  was  Co  be,  treated  lilm  with 
a  ^*^*— *«  borderinf  on  contempt.  —  Csoasa. 


*«  Ere  the  bat  hath  flown 


Hie  doister'd  flight ;  ere  to  black  Hecat's  summons 
The  shanl'-home  beetle,  with  his  drowsy  hums. 
Hath  nmr  night's  yawning  peal,  there  shall  be  done 
A  deed  ofdrcadftil  note.'*— Act  Ui.  se.  S. 


the  general    idea   of  darkness  —  inspissated 
gloom.** ' 

Politics  being  mentioned,  he  said,  **This 
petitioning  ^  is  a  new  mode  of  distressing  go- 
yemment,  and  a  mighty  easy  one.  I  will 
undertake  to  get  petitions  either  against 
quarter  guineas  or  half  guineas,  with  the  help 
of  a  little  hot  wine.  There  must  be  no  yield- 
ing to  encourage  this.  The  object  is  not  im- 
portant enougt  We  are  not  to  blow  up  half 
a  dozen  palaces,  because  one  cottage  is  bum* 


The  oonyersation  then  took  another  turn. 
Johnson.  ^  It  is  amazing  what  ignorance  of 
certun  points  one  sometimes  finds  in  men  of 
eminence.  A  wit  about  town,  who  wrote  in- 
decent Latin  rerses,  asked  me,  how  it  happened 
that  England  and  Scotland,  which  were  once 
two  kingdoms,  were  now  one: — and  Sir 
Fletcher  Norton  did  not  seem  to  know  that 
there  were  such  publications  as  the  Reviews.** 

**The  ballad  of  Hardyknute^  has  no  great 
merit,  if  it  be  really  ancient.  People  t&  of 
nature.  But  mere  obvious  nature  may  be  ex- 
hibited with  very  little  power  of  mind.'* 

On  Thursday,  Octooer  19.,  I  passed  the 
evening  with  hun  at  his  house.  He  advised 
me  to  complete  a  Dictionary  of  words  peculiar 
to  Scotland,  of  which  I  showed  him  a  specimen. 
*'  Sir," said  he,  "^Ray  (in  his  'English  Pro- 
verbs *)  has  made  a  collection  of  noru-country 
words.  By  collecting  those  of  your  country, 
you  will  do  a  useful  thing  towards  the  history 
of  the  language.**  He  biide  me  also  go  on  with 
collections  wmch  I  was  making  upon  the  anti- 
quities of  Sootland.  ^  Make  a  large  book ;  a 
folio.**  BoswBzi*.  **  But  of  what  use  will  it 
be,  Sir  P  **  Johnson.  ^  Never  mind  the  use ; 
do  it." 

I  complained  that  he  had  not  mentioned 
Gsrrick  in  his  Preface  to  Shakspeare;  and 
asked  him  if  he  did  not  admire  him.  Johnson. 
**  Yes,  as  '  a  poor  player,  who  frets  and  struts 
his  hour  upon  the  stage;'  —  as  a  shadow.** 


See  ami,  p.  KM.  n.  i. ;  bat  again,  I  cannot  but  think  that 
Johnson's  criticism  is  wholly  erroneous  in  fkct  as  well  as  in 
taste.  Dnrftncss,  like  vaeumm,  onlj  could  hare  been  de- 
scribed by  cirenmttances  (  but.  In  fact,  Shakespeare  had  no 
intention  to  describe  darkness  «-**  ^Mp^wolea  gloom,**  as 
Johnson  absurdly  calls  It  Macbeth  is  stating  a  mere  ques- 
tion of  ifatr,  and  instead  of  saying  b^fitre  morning,  more 
poetically  selects  the  awftil  imi^ies  of  night  ^  Cbukib. 

4  A  great  number  of  petitions,  condemnatory  of  the  pro. 
ceedings  against  Mr.  Wilkes,  and  Inflamed  with  all  the 
▼lolence  of  party,  were  at  this  period  prssented  to  the  King. 
—  Gbokbi. 

*  It  Is  unquestionably  a  modern  Action.  It  was  written  br 
Sir  John  Bruce  of  Kinross,  and  flrst  published  at  Bdlnburgn 
In  folio,  1719.  See  **  Ferc/'s  Rellqnes  of  Ancient  English 
Poetrr,**  vol.  11.  pp.  96L  111.,  fourth  edition.  —  Malokb. 
Mr.  Robert  Clmmbers  of  Edlnlrargh,  who  has  faroured  me 
with  several  notes  and  corrections,  says,  that  the  real  author 
of  the  ballad  was  Elisabeth  Halket.  daughter  of  Sir  Charles 
Halket,of  Pitferrane,  Bart.,  and  wife  of  Sir  Henry  Wardlaw, 
of  Pitreavie,  Bart. ;  she  died  about  17S7.  The  reason  why 
Sir  John  Bruce's  name  has  been  mentioned  was,  probably, 
that  she  introduced  her  ballad  to  the  world  by  the  hands  of 
that  gentieman,  »ho  was  her  brother->In-law.  —  Cbokbb, 
18M. 

The  ballad  of  Hardyknute  was  the  flrst  poem  I  ever  read, 
and  It  will  be  the  last  1  shall  forget  —  Sir  Waltbb  Soott. 
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BocwBix.  **  But  hM  he  not  brought  Sbak* 
Bpeare  into  notice  ?  **  Johhson.  **  Sir,  to 
allow  that,  would  be  to  lampoon  the  a^e. 
Many  of  Shakspeare*8  plays  are  the  worae  for 
being  acted :  Ikuicbeth,  for  instance.**  ^  Bos- 
wxix.  ^  What,  Sir»  is  nothing  gained  by  de- 
coration and  action?  Indeed,  1  do  wish  that 
you  had  mentioned  Ganrick.**  Josirsoii.  *'  My 
dear  Sir,  had  I  mentioned  him,  I  most  have 
mentioned  many  more ;  Mrs.  Fritchard,  Mrs. 
Gibber  —  nay,  and  Mr.  Gibber  too ;  he  too 
altered  Shakspeare.**  Boswsll.  **  You  hare 
read  his  '  Apology,' *  8arP**  JonnaBi.  ""Yes, 
it  is  very  entertiunin^.  But  as  for  Gibber 
himself,  taking  from  his  oonyersation  sll  that 
he  ought  not  to  have  said,  he  was  a  poor  crea» 
ture.  I  remember  when  he  brouffht  me  one 
of  his  Odes  to  have  my  opinion  of  it|  I  could 
not  bear  such  nonsense,  and  would  not  let  him 
read  it  to  the  end ;  so  little  respect  had  I  for 
thai  gr0at  mtm  I  (langhinff.)  Yet  I  remember 
Richardson  wondering  that  I  oould  treat  him 
with  familiarity.** 

I  mentioned  to  him  that  I  had  seen  the  exe- 
cution of  several  conTicts  at  Tyburn',  two 
days  before,  and  that  none  of  them  seemed  to 
be  under  any  concern.  Joshsoh.  ^  Most  of 
them.  Sir,  have  never  thought  at  all.**  Bos- 
wux.  '*  But  is  not  the  hu  of  death  natural 
to  man  ?  **  Johhsov.  ^  So  much  so,  Sir,  that 
the  whole  of  life  is  but  keeping  away  the 
thoughts  of  it.**  He  then,  in  a  low  and  earnest 
tone,  talked  of  his  meditating  upon  the  awful 
hour  of  his  own  dissolution,  and  in  what 
manner  he  should  conduct  himaelf  upon  that 
occasion :  ^  I  know  not,**  said  he,  ^  wnether  I 
should  wish  to  have  a  friend  by  me,  or  have  it 
all  between  God  and  myselE** 

Talking  of  our  feeling  for  the  distresses  of 
others:-*  JoHRsov.  *^Why,  Sir,  there  is 
much  noise  made  about  it,  but  it  is  ^atly 
exaggerated.  No,  Sir,  we  have  a  certain  de- 
gree of  feeling  to  prompt  us  to  do  ^ood ;  more 
3ian  that  Providence  does  not  mtend.  It 
would  be  misery  to  no  purpose.**  Boswell. 
**  But  suppose  now,  Sir,  that  one  of  your  inti- 
mate fricouls  were  apprehended  ibr  an  offence 
for  which  he  might  be  hanged.**  Johhsok. 
«« I  should  do  what  I  could  to  bail  him,  and 
give  him  any  other  asristaaee :  but  if  he  were 
once  fairly  hanged,  I  should  not  suffer.**  Bos- 
wBU..  ^'  Would  yoa  eat  your  dinner  that  day. 


^  Aftlo  I  wntnr*  to  dlwiot  i  thm  lh«  vartotr  oTactloo  and 
•ecnerjr,  and  th«  rapid  aureh  of  et aDCa,  MacbMh  ■twin  to  ba 
on*  of  ShaJtMpwrt's  best  Mthtu  pUra.  —  Cboebr. 

<  The  Memolrt  oi  hlmMir  and  of  tlM  Stafe,  wblch  Cibb«r 

fublUh«d  under  tbo  modwt  tltla  of  an  **  Apotogy  for  hU 
ir«.'.CaoKBa. 

s  Six  unhappy  men  wert  osecolad  aft  Tybora,  on  Wed. 
oeMtay,  tho  IHth  {om*  dav  bofora).  It  waa  on*  of  the  irrvfiK 
larltiM  of  Mr.  BotwcU^  mind  to  bo  paiatoaateiy  food  of 
•eclnc  tbeae  nolaDcboly  •aectadof.  Indeed  ho  avows  mmI 
dofeod*  It  (In  tho  HgPotAomdrime,  No.  Gft.  Lamd.  M^  17(0) 
at  a  mmtmral  and  Irreautible  loipulae.— Caoaaa. 

*  It  would  teem.  howeTf>r.  that  Darlet't  aaxicty  waa  more 
ftlttcrre  then  Johnaoo  tboufht.  He  mv*.  In  a  letter  to 
Graofer,  **  I  hare  brm  m  lAkea  np  with  a  tvry  iinliKkv 
accident  that  befel  an  intimate  Mend  of  mbM,  that  for  thli 


Sir  ?  **  JoHNsoir.  *^  Yes,  Sir ;  and  eat  it  as  if 
he  were  eating  with  me.  Why,  there's  Biretti, 
who  is  to  be  tried  for  his  life  to-morrow,  friends 
have  risen  np  ibr  him  on  every  side ;  yei  if  bs 
should  be  handed,  none  of  them  will  eat  a  slice 
of  pudding  the  less.     Sir,  that  sjmpatfaetic 

I  told  him  that  I  had  dined  ktelv  at  Foote't, 
who  showed  me  a  letter  which  he  nad  receired 
from  Tom  Davies,  telling  hia  that  he  hid  oot 
been  able  to  sleep  £nom  the  ooncem  he  t'dt 
on  account  of  **•  this  8ad  affair  ffBrnrHUT  beg' 
ging  of  him  to  try  if  he  conld  suggest  mj 
thing  that  might  be  of  service';  9ia%  at  tbe 
same  time,  recommending  to  him  an  indiifl- 
trious  young  man  who  kept  a  {uckle  shop/* 
JoHHSoir.    ^*  Ay,  Sir,  here  yoa  have  a  sp^i- 
men  of  human  sympathy ;   a  friend  hinge*!, 
and   a   cucumber   pickled.     We   know  not 
whether  Baretti  or  the  pickle-man  has  kept 
Davies  from  sleep ;  nor  does  he  know  himseit.^ 
And  as  to  his  not  sleeping.  Sir ;  Tom  Davies 
is  a  very  great  man ;  Tom  has  been  upon  the  | 
stage,  and  knows  how  to  do  those  things :  I  I 
have  not  been  upon  the  stage,  and  cannot  do 
those    things.**     Boswxix.     **  I    have  often 
blamed  myself,  Sy%  for  not  feeling  for  othen  > 
as  sensiblv  as  many  say  they  do.*     JoiDsos.  , 
*^  Sir,  don  t  be  duped  bv  them  any  mor&  Yoa 
will  find  these  very  f<Mlinjg  people  are  not  ven  ' 
ready  to  do  you  good.    They  pay  you  hyfm*  \ 


BoswBLL.    ^^Foote   has    a    great  deal  oi 
humour.*'    Jobnson.  ^^Yes,  Sir.**    Boswelu 
"  He  has  a  singular  talent  of  exhibiting  cha- 
racter.**   JoHMSOM.    ^  Sir,  it  ia  not  a  tal^u  it 
is  a  vice ;  it  is  what  others  abstain  from.    It 
is  not  comedy,  which  exhibits  the  character  of 
a  specio,  as  that  of  a  miser  gathered  irtm 
many  misers :  it  is  farce,  which  exUbits  indi- 
viduals.**   BoswKuu.    **Did  not  ha  think  of 
exhibiting  you.  Sir  ?  **    Johhsok.     **  Sir,  Tear 
restrained  him ;  he  knew  I  woold  have  brtik«e 
his  bones.  I  would  have  saved  him  the  trv*ut  > 
of  cutting  off  a  le^;  I  would  not  have  left  him 
a  kg  to  cut  off.*^    BoawBU^     **  Fray,  Sir,  b 
not  Foote  an  infidel  f  **     Johhsow.     I  do  not 
know.  Sir,  that  the  fellow  ia  an  ini&del ;  bat  S 
he  be  an  infidel,  he  is  an  infidel  as  a  dog  is  sa 
infidel ;  that  is  to  say,  he  has  iiav«r  thotuht 
upon  the  subject**  *    Boswsia.     **  I  sapper** 


laat  fortotlKhC  I  have  been  abto 
thoofh  ever  eo  urornt 

*  See  Pkntf'i  AneciaU»,  pp. 
164.  n.  1,  Johason't  own 

•  When  Mr.  Footo  waa  at 
enlortain  a  oomenmt 
coarae  jaonkirliv,  at  the  «•« 
would  be  occrptable.    I  fctt  thlo  oa 
Terr  patlentir  Ull  he  bad  e 
■uhject ;  and  then  obarrvcd,  Itiwt  awroiy 
allowed  to  ha«e  tome  stvrllng  wlc,  and  th, 
sajr  a  vrrj  itood  thitif  of  Mr. 
frirnd  Saai,"  cried  l-Oftto.  '*  no 
lit  hare  it."    I'poo  which  I 
duced  a  TaiT  loud  lauah  from  tkm 
Foute  to  qltcoocarted.    Ho 


r 
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Sir,  he  has  thought  superfieiall/,  and  seised 
the  first  notions  which  occurred  to  his  mind.** 
JoHMsoir.  **^  Why  then,  Sir,  still  he  is  like  a 
dog,  that  snatches  the  piece  next  him.  Did 
jou  never  observe  that  dogs  have  not  the 
power  of  comparing  ?  A  dog  will  take  a  small 
oit  of  meat  as  readily  as  a  large,  when  both 
are  before  him. 

** Bncfaanan, **  he  observed,  ''has  fewer 
eaUot*  than  any  modem  Latin  poet.  He 
not  onlj  had  great  knowledge  of  the  Latin 
Ungnage,  but  was  a  great  poetical  genius. 
BoUi  the  Scanners  praise  him. 

He  agun  talked  of  the  passa^  in  Congreve 
with  hi^  commendation,  and  said,  **  Shakapeare 
ner^  has  six  lines  together  without  a  fault.' 
Perhaps  jou  may  find  seyen :  but  this  does  not 
refute  my  general  assertion.  If  I  come  to  an 
orehaid,  and  say  there*s  no  fruit  here,  and 
then  comes  a  poring  man,  who  finds  two  apples 
and  three  pears,  and  tells  me, "  Sir,  you  are 
mistaken,  I  have  found  both  apples  and  pears,' 
I  ^ould  laugh  at  him :  what  would  that  be  to 
the  purpose  r** 

Boswsix.  **What  d*^  yon  think  of  Dr. 
Young's  'Night  Thoughts,  Sir?**  JoHifsoN. 
•*Why,  Sir,  there  are  very  fine  things  in  them." 
BoswEi^L.  ''Is  there  not  less  religion  in  the 
nation  now,  Sir,  than  there  was  formerly  ?  " 
JomsoK.  '^I  don't  know.  Sir,  that  there  is." 
Boswxix.  "  For  instance,  there  used  to  be  a 
chaplain  in  every  great  family,  which  we  do 
not  find  now.**  Johnson.  ^  Neither  do  you  find 
any  of  the  state  servants  which  jgreat  families 
used  formerly  to  have.  There  is  a  change  of 
modes  in  the  whole  department  of  life." 

Next  day,  October  20.,  he  appeared,  for  the 
only  time  I  suppose  in  his  life,  as  a  witness  in 
a  court  of  justice,  being  called  to  give  evidence 
to  the  character  of  l£r.  Baretti,  who,  having 
ftabbed  a  man  in  the  street ',  was  arraigned  at 
^  (Xd  Bailey  for  murder.  Never  did  such  a 
consteDation  of  genius  enlighten  the  awful 
SesnonS'bouse,  emphatically  called  Justice- 
hall  ;  'Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Ghirrick,  Mr.  Beauclerk, 
ind  Dr.  Johnson:  and  undoubtedly  their  fa- 
Toorable  teatimonv  had  due  weight  with  the 
ocmrt  and  jury.  Johnson  ^ve  his  evidence  in 
a  flow,  deliberate,  and  distinct  manner,  whidi 
was  nncommonly  impressive.*  It  is  well  known 
tlot  Mr.  Baretti  was  acquitted. 


a  sortoui  reltatatioB  of  tkc  Justice  of  the  re- 
*•  WlMt.  Sir.*'  uid  he,  '*  talk  thiu  of  a  man  of  liberal 
I  —  a  man  who  for  yean  was  at  the  Unirerslty  of 
Oxivd  — >«  maa  vbo  baa  added  rixteen  new  charadara  to 
tke  Ra^iab  dmna  of  hU  eountry  1  '*—  Boiwnx. 

*  **  A  mipoalfton  foraed  bjr  jof alas  scrape  frein  other 
aohen.*'  Juimwim'B  JMetiamarw —  CioKW. 
s  Wl»t  mnnmm"  laxity  oT  talk  '*  all  this  Is  from  the  author 


«f  the  **  r^eface  to  Skakeepeare  '* !    I  can  imagine  no  better 


( 


ift.  dmn  tlwt  beliad  ooClDlethevein  to  vex  Gerrick, 
p.  SM.  n.  S)  and  that  BesweU  taaied  him  into  a 
.sainisiiaoca  of  his  paradox.  — >  CkOKia. 
*  On  the  Sd  of  October,  as  Barettf  was  goiiw  hastily  np 
the  HaymaikcC,  he  was  aoeosted  by  a  wmaan,  who  behaving 
vitb  great  iadeceaey.  be  wae  proTOked  to  aive  her  a  blow  en 
the  hand :  npoo  wlifch  three  men  Immediaiely  iaterflerhig, 
sod  codeavoarfng  to  posh  him  from  tiw  pavement,  with  a 
▼tew  to  throw  lum  Into  a  paddle,  he  was  alarmed  §m  his 
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JameM  Ferguson,  —  MedieaUd  Batht.  —  P6puUi» 
turn  of  Rustia,  —  Large  Farms,  —  Attachment  to 
Soil,  —  lioman  Catholia  ReUgion.  —  Couvereum 
to  Popery,  —  Fear  of  Death,  —  Steevens,  —  «*  Tom 
Tyer*:'  —  Blackmore'e  "  Creation.**  -^  The  Mar- 
riage  Service,  —  "  T%e  Falte  AlarmJ^ —  Percival 
Stocidale,  —  Sdf-examination,  —  Yuit  to  lAchfield 
—  and  Ashhownt.  —  BarettTt  Draveb.  —  Letten 
to  Mn,  l^vraU^  Warton,  ^. 

On  the  26th  of  October,  we  dined  together  at 
the  Mitre  tavern.  I  found  fault  with  Foote 
for  indulgin^r  his  talent  of  ridicule  at  the  ex- 
pense of  his  visitors,  which  I  colloquially 
termed  making  fools  of  his  oompany.  Johx- 
sow.  "  Why,  Sir,  when  you  go  to  see  Foote, 
you  do  not  go  to  see  a  saint :  yon  go  to  see  a 
man  who  will  be  entertained  at  your  house, 
and  then  bring  ypn  on  a  public  stage ;  who 
will  entertain  you  at  his  house,  for  the  very 
purpose  of  bringing  you  on  a  public  stage, 
bir,  he  does  not  make  fools  of  nis  company; 
they  whom  he  exposes  are  fools  already ;  ne 
only  brings  them  into  action.** 

Talking  of  trade,  he  observed,  *'It  is  a 
mistaken  notion  that  a  vast  deid  of  money  is 
brought  into  a  nation  by  trade.  It  is  not  so. 
Commodities  come  from  commodities;  but 
trade  produces  no  capital  accession  of  wealth. 
However,  though  there  should  be  little  profit 
in  money,  there  is  a  considerable  profit  in 
pleasure,  ns  it  gives  to  one  nation  the  produc- 
tions of  another ,  as  we  have  wines  and  fruits, 
and  many  other  foreign  articles,  brought  to 
us."  BoswsUm  "Yes,  Sir,  and  there  is  a 
profit  in  pleasure,  by  its  furnishing  occupation 
to  such  numbers  of  mankind."  Johitson. 
**  Why,  Sir,  you  cannot  call  that  pleasure,  to 
which  all  are  averse,  and  which  none  begin  but 
with  the  hope  of  learing  off;  a  tiling  whidi 
men  dislike  before  they  have  tried  it,  and  when 
they  have  tried  it."  Boswaix.  *«But,  Sn*, 
the  mind  must  be  employed,  and  we  grow 
weary  when  !£&"  Johrbon.  **  That  is,  Sir, 
because  others  being  busy,  we  want  company ; 


«UM|y,  and  rashly  stniek  one  of  them  with  n  knife  (wUch  ho 
constantly  wore  for  the  purpose  of  canrine  ft-uit  and  sweet- 
meats), snd  gave  bhn  a  wound,  of  which  he  died  the  next 
dar.    European  Magmine,  rot.  xH  p.  91.  —  Wbiobt. 

^  The  following  Is  the  substance  of  Dr.  Jobnion's  evidence : 
^**Dr.  J.  1  believe  I  bofaa  to  bo  acvaalnted  with  Mr. 
Baretti  about  the  year  17Mor  1754.  I  hare  beeo  intimate 
with  him.  He  is  a  man  of  Uteratare.  a  rnj  atndious  man,  a 
man  of  great  diUgcuoe.  He  gats  his  liTing  by  study.  I  have 
no  reason  to  think  he  was  ever  disordered  with  liquor  in  his 
life.  A  man  that  I  never  knew  to  be  otherwiso  than  peace- 
able, and  a  man  that  I  take  to  be  rather  timorous.  —  Q. 
Was  he  addicted  to  pick  up  women  in  the  street!  ?—  Dr  J. 
1  never  knew  that  he  was.  —  Q,  How  Is  he  as  to  ^esi|^t  ? 
Dr.  J.  He  does  not  see  me  now,  nor  do  I  see  him.  1  do  not 
brieve  be  could  be  capable  of  assaulting  any  body  la  the 
street,  without  great  provocatioB."    Geni,  Ifaf  .— GaoKaa. 


208 


BOSWELL'S  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


1769. 


but  if  we  were  all  idle,  there  would  be  no 
growing  weaiy ;  we  ehoold  all  entertain  one 
another.  There  is,  indeed,  this  in  trade ;  —  it 
g^ves  men  an  opportunity  of  improving  their 
situation.  If  there  were  no  trade,  manr  who 
are  poor  would  alwa^  remain  poor.  Sut  no 
man  loves  labour  for  itseUl**  Boswklx..  **  Yes, 
8ir,  I  know  a  person  who  does.*  He  is  a  yery 
laborious  Jndge,  and  he  loves  the  labour. 
Johhsoh.  **Sir,  that  is  because  he  loves 
rcmect  and  disUnction.  Could  he  have  them 
witnout  labour,  he  would  like  it  less.**  Boswxix. 
**  He  tells  me  he  likes  it  for  itself.**  Johxsoh. 
**  ^Vh J,  Sir,  he  fancies  so,  because  he  is  not 
accustomed  to  abstract.** 

We  went  home  to  his  house  to  tea.  Mrs. 
Williams  made  it  with  sufficient  dexterity, 
notwithstanding  her  blindness,  though  her 
manner  of  satisfying  herself  that  the  cups  were 
full  enough,  appeared  to  me  a  little  awkward; 
for  I  fancied  sue  put  her  finder  down  a  certain 
waj,  till  she  felt  toe  tea  toudi  it*  In  mj  first 
elation  at  being  allowed  the  privilege  of  at- 
tending Dr.  Johnson  at  his  late  visits  to  this 
lady,  which  was  like  being  LiecretiorUnu  eon- 
iilUi^  I  willingly  drank  cup  alter  cup,  as  if  it  had 
been  the  Heuconian  spring.  But  as  the  charm 
of  noveltv  went  o%  I  grew  more  fasUdious ; 
and  besides,  I  ducovered  that  she  was  of  a 
peevish  temper. 

There  was  a  pretty  lai^  circle  this  evening. 
Dr.  Johnson  was  in  very  good  humour,  lively, 
and  ready  to  talk  upon  aU  subjects.  Mr.  Fergu- 
son, the  self-taught  philosopher  ^  told  him  of  a 
new-invented  machine  wnich  went  without 
horses  ^ :  a  man  who  sat  in  it  turned  a  handle, 
which  worked  a  spring  that  drove  it  forward. 
"  Then,  Sir,**  saia  Johnson,  ^  what  is  gained 
is,  the  man  has  his  choice  whether  he  willmove 
himself  alone,  or  himself  and  the  machine  too.** 
Dominicetti  *  being  mentioned,  he  would  not 
allow  him  any  merit.  '*  There  is  nothing  in 
all  this  boasted  system.  No,  Sir ;  medicated 
baths  can  be  no  better  than  warm  water :  their 
only  effect  can  be  that  of  tepid  moisture.** 
One  of  the  company  took  the  otner  side,  main- 
taining that  medicines  of  various  sorts,  and 
some  too  of  most  powerful  effect,  are  introduced 
into  the  human  xhune  by  the  medium  of  the 
pores;  and,  therefore,  when  warm  water  is 
impregnated  with  salutiferous  substances,  it 
may  produce  great  effects  as  a  bath.  This  ap- 
peared to  me  very  satisfactory.  Johnson  did 
not  answer  it;  but  talking  for  victory,  and 

1  HU  fitbtr,  Lord  Aocblnlwh. .-  Ckokis. 

*  1  haft  itiMW  had  rMton  to  think  that  I  waa  mistaken ; 
tor  1  have  been  Informed  bjr  a  lady,  who  waa  long  intlmata 
with  her,  and  Ukeljr  to  be  a  more  accurate  obeenrer  of  auch 
matter*,  that  ibe  had  acquired  iuch  a  nleenoM  of  touch,  ai  to 
know,  by  the  ffellnfon  the  omMdt  of  the  ciqs  bow  near  It 
wa«  to  betne  full. «  sotwitL. 

•  James  FerauMn  was  bom  In  BamlT,  In  1710,  of  mf  poor 
parents.    While  tendint  his  master's  sheep,  he  acquired  a 


hnuwledse  of  the  stars,  and  constructed  a  oeleetlal  globe. 
This  attracted  the  notice  of  some  gentlemen,  who  procured 
him  ftirther  Instruetlons.  At  lengtn,  be  went  to  Bdlnborgh. 
wliere  he  drew  portraits  In  miniature  at  a  small  prioe ;  mm 
this  Drofeetton  he  pursued  afterwards,  when  he  resided 
In  Bolt  Court.    Uls  mathematical  and  mlaceUaneoua  works 


determined  to  be  master  of  the  field,  he  had 
recourse  to  the  device  which  Goldsmith  im- 
puted to  him  in  the  witty  words  of  one  of 
Cibber*s  comedies :  ^  There  is  no  arguing  with 
Johnson;  for  when  his  pistol  misses  fire,  he 
knocks  yon  down  with  the  bnt-end  of  it.**  He 
turned  to  the  gentleman',  ^  WeO,  Sir,  go  to 
Dominicetti,  and  get  thyself  fumigated ;  but 
be  sure  that  the  steam  be  directed  to  thy  kead^ 
for  that  is  the  peceamt  part**  This  produced  a 
triumphant  roar  of  laughter  firom  the  motley 
assembly  of  philosophers,  printers,  and  de- 
pendents, male  and  female. 

I  know  not  how  so  whimsical  a  thought  came 
into  my  mind,  but  I  asked,  ^If,  Sir,  yon  were 
shut  up  in  a  castle,  and  a  new-bom  diild  with 
you,  what  would  yon  do  P  **  Johksoh.  **  Why, 
Sir,  I  should  not  much  like  my  company.** 
BoswxLL.  **Bttt  would  you  take  the  trouble 
of  rearing  it  ?  **  He  seemed,  as  may  well  be 
supposed,  unwilling  to  pursue  the  subject :  but 
upon  my  persevering  in  my  question,  replied, 
^' Why^es,  Sir,  I  would ;  but  I  must  have  all 
convemences.  If  I  had  no  garden,  I  would 
make  a  shed  on  the  roof,  and  take  it  there  for 
firesh  air.  I  should  feed  it,  and  wash  it  much, 
and  with  warm  water  to  please  it,  not  with 
cold  water  to  give  it  pain.**  Bosweix.  ^But, 
Sir,  does  not  heat  relax  ?  **  Johksok.  **  Sir, 
vou  are  not  to  imagine  the  water  is  to  be  verr 
hot.  I  would  not  coddle  the  child*  No,  Sir, 
the  hardy  method  of  treating  children  does  no 
good,  ru  take  you  five  chil£en  from  London, 
who  shall  cuff  five  Highland  children.  Sir,  a 
man  bred  in  London  will  carry  a  burthen,  or 
run,  or  wrestle,  as  well  as  a  man  brought  up 
in  the  hardest  manner  in  the  country.*'  Bos- 
WELL.  *'Good  living,  I  suppose,  makes  the 
Londoners  strons.**  Johksok.  **Why,  Sir,  I 
don*t  know  that  it  does.  Our  chairmen  from 
Ireland,  who  are  as  strong  men  as  any,  have 
been  brought  up  upon  potatoes,  (^antitj 
makes  up  for  quality.**  ^oswxlu  ^  **  Would 
you  teach  this  child  that  I  have  furnished  you 
with,  any  thing  f  '*  Johksok.  ^  Nov  I  should 
not  be  apt  to  teach  it.**  ^  Boswbix.^  **  Would 
not  you  nave  a  pleasure  in  teaching  it**  Jobs- 
soK.  **  No,  Sir,  I  should  not  have  a  pfeasore 
in  teaching  it**  Boswxll.  ^  Have  vou  not  a 
pleasure  in  teaching  men  P  l^ere  1  have  ydu. 
X  ou  have  the  same  pleasure  in  teachii^  men, 
that  I  diould  have  in  teaching  chudren.** 
Johksok.    ^  ^^^v  something  about  that.** 

BoswxLL.    ^^l5o  yon  thins.  Sir,  that  what 


are  conprliod  in  ten  volumea.    He  died  Nor.  IC  ITTK.  -^ 
WaiOBT. 

«  **  The  verj  ingenious  llr.  Patcoce,  of  Bolt  Coovt.  has  c«n  - 
Btructed  a  phaeton  which  goes  without  hones,  and  is  built  on 
a  principle  dUfcrent  from  anjr  thing  of  the  kted  hitbqto 
attempted."    Lomdom  Ckron.  6€pt.  11. 1769 —  Waicwr. 

>  Ilomlnlcettl  was  an  Italian  quack,  who  made  a  ooi 
Me  noise  about  this  time,  by  the  use  of  anfdicated 
which  were  estaMlahed  In  1765  in  Cben^  Walk.  ~ 
In  1T8S  he  became  a  bankrupt.  — .  CaoKsm. 

•  Mr.  Boswell  himself.    Mr.  Chahneta  told 
weirs  mode  of  relating  Johnson's  wit,  wltboai 
that  he  himself  was  the  object  of  It.  was  wcli  undet 
much  laughed  at.  on  the  first  publicatieo  of  hie 
CaoKia. 
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is  called  natural  affection  is  bom  with  us  ?  It 
seems  to  me  to  be  the  effect  of  habit,  or  of 
gratitude  for  kindness.  No  child  has  it  for  a 
parent  whom  it  has  not  seen."  Johnson. 
'*Whj,  Sir,  I  think  there  is  an  instinctive 
natural  afiection  in  parents  towards  their 
children.*^ 

Bussia  being  mentioned  as  likely  to  become 
a  great  empire,  bj  the  rapid  increase  of  popu- 
lation :  —  Johnson.     **  Why,  Sir,    I  see    no 
prospect  of  their  propagating  more.  They  can 
haYe  no  more  children  than  they  can  get.    I 
know  of  no  way  to  make  them  breed  more 
than  they   do.     It  is  not  from  reason  and 
prudence  that  people  marry,  but  from  inclina- 
tion.    A  man  is  poor :  he  thinks,  *  I  cannot  be 
worse,  and  so  Til  e*en  take  Peggy.*  *'  Boswsll. 
**But  have  not  nations  been  more  populous  at 
one  period  than  another?"    Johnson.  **Yes, 
Sit;  but  that  has  been  owing  to  the  people 
being  less  thinned  at  one  period  than  another, 
wbeuier  b^  emigrations,  war,   or  pestilence, 
not  br  their  being  more  or  less  proline.  Births 
at  all  times  bear  the  same  proportion  to  the 
same  number  of  people."    Boswsll.    '^But, 
to  consider  the  state  of  our  own  country;  — 
does  not  throwing  a  number  of  farms  into  one 
hand  hurt  population  ?  "    Johnson.    ^*  Why 
no,  Sir;    the  same  quantity  of  food  being 
produced,  will  be  consumed  by  the  same  num- 
ber of   mouths,  though  the  people  may  be 
disposed   of  in    different  ways.    We  see,  if 
com  be  dear,  and  butchers*  meat  cheap,  the 
&nners  all  apply  themselves  to  the  raismg  of 
ooni,  till  it  becomes  plentiful  and  cheap,  and 
then  batchers'  meat  becomes  dear ;  so  tnat  an 
equality  is  always  preserved.     No,   Sir,   let 
fanciful  men  do  as  they  will,  depend  upon  it, 
it  is  difficult  to  disturb  the  system  of  life.** 
BoswBLJ..     **But,  Sir,  is  it  not  a  very  bad 
thing  Ibr  landlords  to  oppress  their  tenants, 
by  raising  their  rents?       Johnson.    "Very 
bad.    Buty  Sir,  it  never  can  have  any  general 
influence;  it  may  distress  some  individuals. 
For,  consider  this :  landlords  cannot  do  without 
tenants.    Now  tenants  will  not  give  more  for 
land,  than  land  is  worth.    If  they  can  make 
more  of  their  money  by  keeping  a  shop,  or  any 
other  way,  they*U  do  it,  and  so  oblige  landlords 
to  let  land  come  back  to  a  reasonable  rent,  in 
order  that  they  may  get  tenants.    Land,  in 
Englaiu],  is  an  article  of  commerce.    A  tenant 
who  pays  his  landlord  his  rent,  thinks  himself 
no  more  obliged  to  him,  than  you  think  your- 
self obliged  to  a  man  in  whose  diop  you  buy  a 
piece  of  goods.    He  knows  the  landlord  does 
not  let  him  have  his  land  for  less  than  he  can 
j^  from  others,  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
shopkeeper  sells  his  goods.     No  shopkeeper 
sells  a  vard  of  riband  ror  sixpence  when  seven* 
pence  is  the  corrent  price.**  Boswell.    "But, 
Sir,  is  it  not  better  that  tenants  should  be 
dqiendent  on  landlords  P**    Johnson.    "  Why, 
1^,  as  there  are  many  more  tenants  than  land- 
lords, perhaps,  strictly  speaking,  we  should 


wish  not.  But,  if  you  please,  you  may  let  your 
lands  cheap,  and  so  get  the  value,  part  in  money 
and  part  in  homage.  I  should  agree  with  you 
in  that.**  Boswell.  **  So,  Sir,  you  laugh  at 
schemes  of  political  improvement.**  Johnson. 
"  Why,  Sir,  most  schemes  of  political  improve- 
ment are  very  laughable  things.** 

He  observed,  "rrovidence  has  wisely  ordered 
that  the  more  niunerous  men  are,  the  more 
difficult  it  is  for  them  to  i^ree  in  any  thing, 
and  so  they  are  governed.  There  is  no  doubt, 
that  if  the  poor  should  reason,  *■  We*ll  be  the 
poor  no  longer,  we*ll  make  the  rich  take  their 
turn,*  they  could  easily  do  it,  were  it  not  that 
they  can*t  agree.  So  the  common  soldiers, 
though  so  much  more  numerous  than  their 
officers,  are  governed  by  them  for  the  same 
reason.** 

He  sfud,  '*  Mankind  have  a  strong  attach- 
ment to  the  habitations  to  which  they  have 
been  accustomed.  You  see  the  inhabitants  of 
Norway  do  not  with  one  consent  quit  it,  and 
go  to  some  part  of  America,  where  there  is  a 
mild  climate,  and  where  they  may  have  the 
same  produce  from  land,  with  the  tenth  part 
of  the  labour.  No,  Sir;  their  affection  for 
their  old  dwellings,  and  the  terror  of  a  general 
change,  keep  them  at  home.  Thus,  we  see 
many  of  the  finest  spots  in  the  world  thinly 
inhabited,  and  many  rugged  spots  well  in- 
habited.** 

"The  London  Chronicle,**  which  was  the 
only  newspaper  he  constantly  took  in,  being 
brought,  the  office  of  reading  it  aloud  was 
assigned  to  me.  I  was  diverted  by  his  impa- 
tience. He  made  me  pass  over  so  many  parts 
of  it,  that  my  task  was  very  easy.  He  would 
not  suffer  one  of  the  petitions  to  the  King 
about  the  Middlesex  election  to  be  read. 

I  had  hired  a  Bohemian  as  my  servant  while 
I  remained  in  London;  and  being  much 
pleased  with  him,  I  asked  Dr.  Johnson  whether 
nis  being  a  Roman  Catholic  should  prevent  my 
taking  him  with  me  to  Scotland.  Johnson. 
"  Why  no.  Sir.  If  he  has  no  objection,  you 
can  have  none.**  Boswsll.  "So,  Sir,  you 
are  no  great  enemy  to  the  Boman  Catholic 
religion.*  Johnson.  "  No  more,  Sir,  than  to 
the  JPresbyterian  religion.*'  Boswsll.  **  You 
are  joking.**  Johnson.  "No,  Sir,  I  really 
think  so.  Nay,  Sir,  of  the  two,  I  prefer  the 
Popish.***  Boswell.  "How so.  Sir?**  John- 
son. "  Why,  Sir,  the  Presbyterians  have  no 
church,  no  apostolical  ordination.**  Boswsll. 
"  And  do  you  think  that  absolutely  essential. 
Sir?**  Johnson.  "Why,  Sir,^  as  it  was  an 
apostolical  institution,  I  think  it  is  dangerous 
to  be  without  it.  And,  Sir,  the  Presbyterians 
have  no  public  worship :  they  have  no  form  of 
prayer  in  which  they  know  they  are  to  join. 
They  go  to  hear  a  man  pray,  and  are  to  judge 
whether  they  will  join  with  him.**  Boswsll. 
"But,  Sir,  tneir  doctrine  is  the  same  with  that 
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of  the  Church  of  England.  Their  confeMion 
of  faith,  and  the  thirtj-ninc  articles,  contain 
the  same  points,  even  the  doctrine  of  predes- 
tination.** JoHHSozc.  ^*Whj  jes,  Sir;  pre- 
destination was  a  part  of  the  clamour  of  the 
times,  so  it  is  mentioned  in  our  articlcji,  but 
with  as  little  positiveness  as  could  be.**  Bos- 
WKix.  **Ib  it  necessary,  Sir,  to  believe  all  the 
thirtj-ntne  articles?**  Johksoh.  "Why,  Sir, 
that  18  a  question  which  has  been  much 
agitated.  Some  have  thought  it  necessary  that 
they  should  all  be  believea ;  others  have  con- 
sidered them  to  be  only  articles  of  peace  \ 
that  is  to  say,  you  are  not  to  preach  against 
them.**  BoswBLL.  "It  appears  to  me.  Sir, 
that  predestination,  or  what  is  equiyalent  to  it, 
cannot  be  avoided,  if  we  hold  an  uniyersal 
prescience  in  the  Deity.**  Johhson.  "  Why, 
Sir,  does  not  God  every  day  see  things  going  | 
on  without  prerenting  them?**  Boswbix. 
"  True,  Sir ;  but  if  a  thing  be  certainly  fore- 
seen, it  must  be  fixed,  and  cannot  happen 
otherwise ;  and  if  we  apply  this  consideration 
to  the  human  mind,  there  is  no  free  will,  nor 
do  I  see  how  prayer  can  be  of  any  avul.**  He 
mentioned  Dr.  Clarke,  and  Bishop  Bramhall 
on  Liberty  and  Necessity,  and  bid  me  read 
Sonth*B  Sermons  on  Prayer ;  but  avoided  the 
question  which  has  excruciated  philosophers 
and  diyines,  beyond  any  other.  I  did  not 
press  it  further,  when  I  perceived  that  he  was 
displeased,  and  shrunk  from  any  abridgment 
of  an  attribute  usually  ascribed  to  the  Divinity,  i 
however  irreconcileable  in  its  full  extent  with  j 
the  grand  system  of  moral  government.  His  ' 
supposed  orthodoxy  here  cramped  the  vigorous 
powers  of  his  understanding,  lie  was  confined  ; 
by  a  chain  which  early  ima;rination  and  strong  ■ 
habit  made  him  thinic  massy  and  strong,  but  i 
which,  had  he  ventured  to  try,  he  could  at  once 
have  snapt  afoader.'  | 

I  proceeded:  "AVhat  do  you  think.  Sir,  of 
Pttrgatory,  as  believed  by  tbe  Roman  Catho- 
lics r**  JoBVtoK.  "Why,  Sir,  it  is  a  very 
harmleH  doctrine.  They  are  of  opinion  that 
the  generalitj^*  of  mankind  are  neither  so 
obitimiUely  wicked  as  to  deserve  everlasting 
paaidbment,  nor  to  good  as  to  merit  being 
admitted  into  the  society  of  blessed  spirits; 
and  therefore  that  God  is  graciously  pleased  to 
aUofw  of  a  middle  state,  where  tbej  may  be 

Soertam  dej^rees  of  sufi*enn^.     i  ou 
ere  is  nothmg  unreasonable  m  th'is.** 


BoswBxx.    "But  then,  Sir,  their  msMes  for 
the  dead?**   Johhsoh.   "Why,  Sir,  if  it  \k 
once  established  that  there  arc  souls  in  pttifri- 
tory,  it  is  as  proper  to  pray  for  thm^  as  tor  our 
brethren  of  maxudnd  who  are  yet  in  this  life.*' 
BoawxLL.    "The  idolatry  of  the  maiBf  — 
JoHRSoN.    "  Sir,  there  is  no  idolatry  in  the 
moss.  They  believe  God  to  be  there,  and  they 
adore  him.**      Bo8W£Lr«      "The  worship  of 
saints?  **  Johhsok.  "  Sir,  they  do  not  worship 
saints ;  they  invoke  them ;  ihej  oidy  ssk  their 
prayers.    I  am  talking  all  tms  time  of  the 
doctrines  of  the  Church  of  Borne.  I  grant  joa 
that,  in  practice,  purgatory  is  made  a  lucratiTC 
imposition,  and  that  the  people  do  become 
idolatrous  as  they  recommend  themselvei  to 
the  tutelary  protection  of  particular  saints.*  I 
think  their  ^ving  the  sacrament  only  in  one 
kind  is  criminal,  l)ecause  it  is  contrary  to  the 
express  institution  of  Christ,  and  I  vond<T 
how  the  Council  of  Trent  admitted  it.  **    Bos- 
wbix.    "Confession?**    Jomisox.  ."Whv,! 
don*t  know  but  that  is  a  good  thing.    The 
Scripture  says,   *  Confess  your  faults  one  to 
aiiOtner,*  and  the   priests   confess   as  veil  is 
the  laity.    Then  it  must  be  considered  tUt 
tlieir  absolution  is  only  upon  repentance,  sad 
often  upon  i^enance   also.     You   think  jvmx 
sioB  may  be  forgiven  without  penance,  u}k£ 
repentance  alone.** 

1  thus  ventured  to  mention  all  the  ccibidoq 
objections  against  the  Ronum  Catholic  diunh, 
that  I  might  hear  so  great  a  man  upon  theai. 
What  he  said  is  here  accurately  reconkd. 
But  it  is  not  improbable  that,  if  one  had  tsken 
the  other  side,  he  might  have  reasoned  <iif* 
ferently. 

I   must  however  mention,    that  he  hs«l  a 
respect  for   "M«  M  religiouT   as  the  iutt<l 
Melancthon  called  that  of  the  Roman  Cath«ilic 
church,  even  while  he  waa   exerting  him^nh 
for  its  reformation  in  acme  particulars.     >>* 
William  Scott   informa    lue,    that   be   hc^ri 
Johnson  say,  "  A  man  who  is  converted  tn« 
Protestantism  to  Popery,  may  be  nncere :  W 
parts  with  nothing :  ne  la  only  aupcraddinj;  :• 
what  he   already  had.      But  a  convert  irvta 
Popery  to  Protestantism  givea  up  so  mu-  h  i4 
what  ne  has  held  as  sacred  as  any  thin^  ih^t 
he   retains  —  there  is   ao   much  iaeertt^om  •/ 
mind   in    such  a  conversion  —  that    it   nn 
hordljr  be  sincere  and  lasting.***     The  truth 
of  this  reflection  may  be  confirmed  by  mast 


>  Dr.  §kmm  TMff«ck(aacr«mrdB  Bfthop  of  Elr)  thot  n. 
wcM«  hlau^iMi  thli  subject.  In  a  letter  to  the  IcAroed  Dr. 
John  Mmpletoft,  deled  Feb.  S.  ISHO^:  — 

**  I  elwaft  took  tho '  Artlrlei '  to  be  oolj  ertidei  of  com- 
munioD ;  ioA  eo  Bl*hoB  Brarohell  e«pr«>«tl]r  malntaiiu  entntt 
the  BUhop  of  Chelcedon  ;  end  I  rrmeiaber  well,  tbAt  BUhop 
Stasdrrton,  wbea  tbe  KiDir  vm  flr«t  rettoml,  nreivf^  tbe 
•ubecnpUon  of  ao  •rqu^tttAnee  of  mine  whicli  he  declared 
WM  not  to  them  ■•  article*  of  /aiiA  but  pence.  I  think  you 
need  make  no  •cniple  of  tbe  BBtirr.  becjtuie  all  that  I  knnv 
•o  uaderitand  the  moanlDC  of  MtbeeripUoo,  «»d  upon  nthar 
term*  would  net  eubtcrlbe/*  ^  Maloni. 

«  The  anlntloo  la  to  bo  found  In  what  BonrHl  •tatet  at  the 
dllBcuJij.  All  eternity  U  pretent  to  the  IVltr.  and  hit  prr- 
M-Hroco  feroMoa  vhat  man  will  have  choaeu,  though  man 


feels  that  he  i«  free  to  chooeo 

u  equally  truo  of  this  world,  la  Um 


Cowl^ 
•jwoT 


oCW<vi« 


I 


**  Nothinf  there  to  to  cmim.  and  tMith 
But  ail  eternal  mow  do4k  nlm^a  Im 

This  U  one  of  the  ■, 

rrA«on,  it  In  no  decree  row<rory  to  It....  T*noarn.  IMi 

>  Thejare  •ometlmea  rather   rhlimlima  IhaA  M«4^T*>b«. 
I  have   now  before   me  a  Roemna   C«Kh«l««   Vtay«v-^«* 

to  the  Virgin,  aildreeainf  her  «o  •*  JtfU  j»aA^  Primtnt^  «*»< 
another  to  St.  Jum^  at  "  Jfom  mtmmk^  me^rmm  ~.  t  »  «n 

«  Bi»bop  Elrinfton  espreMcd  hia  ouriwtae.  t^A  J 
•bould  have  fbrgouew  Laomar.  Rldlwv    Hmm 
t^mU  MUMS  who  havw  ~«^.  Hoow 


■-1 
•■  ■ 
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and  eminent  insUnces,    some  of  which  will 
occur  to  most  of  mj  readers.^ 

When  we  were  alone,  I  introduced  the 
subject  of  death,  and  endeavoured  to  maintftin 
that  the  fear  of  it  might  be  sot  over.  I 
told  him  that  David  mmie  saia  to  me,  he 
was  no  more  nneasj  to  think  he  should  not 
be  after  this  life,  than  that  he  had  not  been 
before  he  began  to  exist.  Johmsoh.  *'  Sir, 
if  he  reallj  thinks  so,  his  perceptions  are 
disturbed;  he  is  mad:  if  he  does  not  think 
80,  he  lies.  He  may  tell  jou,  he  holds  his 
finger  in  the  flame  of  a  candle  without  feel- 
ing pun;  would  you  believe  himP  When 
he  mesi  he  at  least  gives  up  all  he  has.** 
Boswsix.  "  Foote,  Sir,  told  me,  that  when 
he  was  very  ill  he  was  not  afraid  to  die.** 
JoQKSOH.  "It  is  not  true,  Sir.*  Hold  a 
pistol  to  Foote*a  breast,  or  to  nume*s  breast, 
and  threaten  to  kill  them ;  and  jou*ll  see  how 
the  V  behave.**  Boewsix.  "  But  mav  we  not 
fortify  our  minds  for  the  approach  of  death?" 
—  Here  I  am  sensible  I  was  in  the  wrong, 
to  bring  before  his  view  wluit  he  ever  looked 
upon  with  horror;  for  although,  when  in  a 
celestial  frame  of  mind,  in  his  "Yanitv  of 
Human  Wishes,**  he  has  supposed  death  to 
be  *^kind  Nature's  signal  for  retreat**  from 
this  state  of  being  to  '*a  happier  seat,**  his 
thoughts  upon  this  awful  change  were  in 
general  full  of  dismal  apprehensions.  His 
mind  resembled  the  vast  amphitheatre,  the 
Coliseum  at  Rome.  In  the  centre  stood  his 
judgment,  which,  like  a  mighty  gladiator, 
combated  those  apprehensions  that,  like  the 
wild  beasts  of  tibe  arena,  were  all  around  in 
cells,  readj  to  be  let  out  upon  him.  After 
a  conflict,  he  drives  them  back  into  their 
dens;  but  not  killing  them,  they  were  still 
ammilng  him.  To  my  (^uestiOQ,  whether  we 
might  not  fortify  our  minds  for  the  approach 
of  death,  he  answered,  in  a  passion,  **No, 
Sir,  let  it  alone.  It  matters  not  how  a  man 
dies,  but  how  he  lives.  The  act  of  dying  is 
not  of  importance,  it  lasts  so  short  a  time.*' 
He  added  (with  an  earnest  look),  "  A  man 
knows  it  most  be  so^  and  submits.  It  will  do 
Urn  DO  good  to  whine.** 


1  1  do  not  onderatiDd  tlili  Blluiton.    I  $m  not  tware  of 

InitfaiifM  "  of  penooi  oontrerted  ftvm 
to  proteftaatiim  relapting  either  into  inperBtition  or 
ly.    I  mafmH  UmI  Mr.  BoeweU,  «bo  often  alladei  to 
Mr.  Giliboa's  rafeUfartSon,  really  meant  Mm  In  thli  paitage, 
I  fedacoovenlaB  trtm  ProtealBadfann  io  Popery  and  back 
wUcb  had  «BdidlBltti4bUl7,  does  not  eucUy  lit  the 
caaapflt  bf  Jotaaaa.— Cmbsb. 

*  Foote**  atataoMnt  dM  not  merit  lo  flat  a  eontradietion : 
a  b  ooBflroMd  hf  tlKiae  who  hare  had  the  beat  meoDa  of 
to  Cbofoft.    Bk  Haorj  Halford  Mt  •orpriiod  that 
ho  haa  actaadad»  **  ao  few  have  appeared 
Ulng,  **  vaaaj^  we  maj  eaiilv  mpcme* 
wflincoeia  to  ^  from  an  InnetiaiMe 

whidi  if  iome* 

lit  of  dBtaOtly  and  extreoM  boddy  pain."  JSamqw. 

Thora  la  o  dhtimrtlan,  wfaldi  neither 

Mr.  MaiUand  aaem  to  hoto  made,  ^.between  a 

;aiidoBeeoaDlng 

hich  the  eshanated 

wkhoot  reloetanoe.-i-CaoKiE, 


iiadnalii  in  rtia  rnria  i 
iMWMdwooffyaidrIt 
U«S. 
*  Goofia  Stoorana,  Esq..  who,  in  the  oast  jear,  bacane 


I  attempted  to  continue  the  conversation. 
He  was  so  provoked,  that  he  said,  —  *^  Give  us 
no  more  of  this  ;**  and  was  thrown  into  such  a 
state  of  agitation,  that  he  expressed  himself 
in  a  way  that  alarmed  and  distressed  me; 
showed  an  impatience  that  I  should  leave  him, 
and  when  I  was  going  away,  called  to  me 
sternly,  *'  Don*t  let  us  meet  to-morrow.** 

I  went  home  exceedingly  uneasy.  All  the 
harsh  observations  which  I  had  ever  heard 
made  upon  his  character  crowded  into  my 
inind ;  and  I  seemed  to  myself  like  the  man 
who  had  pnt  his  head  into  the  lion's  mouth  a 
great  many  times  with  perfect  safety,  but  at 
last  had  it  bit  ofi*. 

Next  morning  [27th  October],  I  sent  him  a 
note,  stating  that  I  might  have  been  in  the 
wrong,  but  it  was  not  intentionally;  he  was 
therefore,  I  could  not  help  thinking,  too  severe 
upon  me.  That  notwithstanding  our  agreement 
not  to  meet  that  day,  I  would  call  on  him  in 
my  way  to  the  city,  and  stay  S^e  minutes  bv 
my  watch.  '^  You  are,**  said  I,  "  in  my  mind, 
since  last  night,  surrounded  with  cloud  and 
storm.  Let  me  have  a  glimpse  of  sunshine, 
and  go  about  my  aflairs  in  serenity  and  cheer- 
fulness.** 

Upon  entering  his  study,  I  was  glad  that 
he  was  not  alone,  which  would  have  made  our 
meeting  more  awkward.  There  were  with  him, 
Mr.  Steevens  '  and  Mr.  Tyers  \  both  of  whom 
I  now  saw  for  the  first  time.  My  note  had,  on 
his  own  reflection,  softened  hun,  for  he  re- 
ceived me  very  complacently ;  so  that  I  unex- 
pectedly found  myself  at  ease,  and  joined  in 
the  conversation. 

He  said,  the  critics  had  done  too  much 
honour  to  Sir  Riehard  Blackmore,  by  writing 
so  much  against  him.  That,  in  his  ^*  Creation, 
he  had  been  helped  by  various  wits,  a  line  by 
Phillips  and  a  line  by  Tickell;  so  that  by  their 
aid,  and  that  of  others,  the  poem  hnd  been  made 
out.* 

I  defended  Blackmore*8  supposed  lines, 
which  have  been  ridiculed  as  absolute  non- 
sense ;  — 

**  A  painted  vest  Prince  Vortiger  had  on, 
Which  from  a  naked  Fict  his  grandslre  won.*'* 


associated  with  Johnson  in  the  edition  of  Shakespeare,  which 
goes  by  their  joint  names.  Mr.  Steerens  was  bom  in  1736, 
and  died  at  Haropstoad  in  1800.  A  cynical  disposition  and  a 
strong  turn  for  literary  deceptions,  more  ingenious  than 
candid  or  creditable,  rendered  him  nnpopular  with  his  ae* 
quaintance,  as  we  shall  have  oaeasion  to  notice  in  the  sequel. 

—  CaOKBB. 

*  For  an  account  of  "  Tom  Tyers,*'  as  Jofanson  aiw$^ 
called  him,  teaposi,  April  17.  1778. 

*  Johnson  huns^  has  vindicated  Bladmore  upon  this 
Terr  point.  See  the  Lives  of  the  Poets,  voL  ilL  p.  75.  8vo., 
1791 .  —  J.  Boewau,  Jon. 

*  A  correspondent  of  the  Enrapean  Kagaetne,  April,  1799, 
haa  completely  exposed  the  mistalie  of  ascrildng  these  lines 
to  Blackmore,  notwithstanding  that  Sir  Richard  Steele,  In 
**The  SpectaCor,'*_[No.  4S.1  mentiona  them  n  written  by 
the  author  of  **  Tbe  British  Priacea."  the  Hon.  Edward 
Howard.  Th«  eorrespondent  above-mentimMd,  ahows  this 
mistake  to  be  so  inveterate,  that  not  only  /  defended  the 
Itees  as  Biaekmore's,  in  the  preaenoe  of  Dr.  Johnson,  with- 
out any  contradiction  or  doubt  of  their  atttbentieity,  but 
that  tlw  Rev.  Mr.  Whltaher  has  asserted  in  print,  that  he 
undarstaoda  they  w«e  tmpjwnm'i  in  the  late  editiona  ef 
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I  maintained  it  to  be  a  poetical  conceit.  A 
Fict  being  painted,  if  he  is  slain  in  battle, 
and  a  vest  is  made  of  his  skin,  it  is  a  painted 
vest  won  from  him,  though  he  was  naked. 

Johnson  spoke  unfavourably  of  a  certain 
pretty  voluminous  author,  saying,  ^^He  used 
to  write  anonymous  books,  and  then  other 
books  commending  those  books,  in  which  there 
was  something  of  rascality.** ' 

I  whispered  him,  **  Well,  Sir,  you  are  now 
in  good  humour.**  Johhson.  **  xes.  Sir.**  I 
was  going  to  leave  him,  and  had  got  as  far  as 
the  staircase.  He  stopped  me,  and  smiling, 
said,  **  Get  you  gone  in,***  a  curious  mode  of 
inviting  me  to  stay,  which  I  accordingly  did 
for  some  time  longer. 

This  little  incidental  quarrel  and  reconcili- 
ation, which,  perhaps,  I  may  be  thought  to 
have  detailed  too  minutely,  must  be  esteemed 
as  one  of  many  proofs  which  his  friends  had, 
that  though  he  might  be  charged  with  bad 
hwnotw  at  times,  he  was  always  a  good-natured  I 
man ;  and  I  have  heard  Sir  «l  oshua  Reynolds, 
a  nice  and  delicate  observer  of  manners, 
particularly  remark,  that  when  upon  any 
occasion  Johnson  had  been  rough  to  any 
person  in  company,  he  took  the  first  op- 
portunity of  reconcdiation,  by  drinking  to  him, 
or  addressing  his  discourse  to  him;  but  if 
he  found  his  dignified  indirect  overtures  sul- 
lenly neglected,  he  was  quite  indifferent,  and 
considered  himself  as  having  done  all  that 
he  ought  to  do,  and  the  other  as  now  in  the 
wrong. 

Bemg  to  set  out  for  Scotland  on  the  10th  of 
Novemoer,  I  wrote  to  him  at  Streatham,  beg- 
ging that  he  would  meet  me  in  town  on  the 
9th ;  but  if  this  should  be  very  inconvenient 
to  him,  I  would  go  thither.  His  answer  waa 
as  follows :  — 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

**  Not.  9. 1769. 
**  Dkak  Sia,  -»  Upon  bilaneing  the  iDcon- 
veniences  of  both  parties,  I  find  it  will  less  incom- 
mode you  to  •pend  your  night  here,  than  me  to 
oome  to  town.  I  widi  to  see  you,  and  am  ordered 
by  the  lady  of  this  bouse  to  invite  you  hither. 
Whether  you  can  come  or  not,  I  ihall  not  have  any 
occasion  of  writing  to  you  again  before  your 
marriage,  and  therefore  tell  you  now,  that  with 


BUcKiBora  **  After  all.**  Uf s  thit  laCelHgnit  writer.  "  It  Is 
Doi  uaworthy  of  partteuUr  ol«enrattoo.  tnaC  tbcM  line*,  m 
often  quoted,  do  ooC  exiat  either  In  Blackmore  or  Howard.'* 
In  *'  The  BriUth  Princet,"  Sto.  1669.  now  before  me,  p.  96., 
tbcy  ttead  tbot :  ^ 

**  A  Test  ae  admired  Vortifer  had  on. 
Which  from  thU  ftUmd't  foet  hit  ffrandtlra 
WhoM  ertAil  colour  paM*d  the  Tyrlaa  dye. 
Obliged  to  triompb  In  tbit  letaqr-'* 


It  li  proheMe,  I  tbtak.  that  toMM  wa(.  in  order  to 
Howard  rtill  more  rldleuloo*  than  be  rMlly  waa,  bat  formed 
the  coupM  M  It  now  circulate!.— BoewsLt. 

1  Mr.  Chalmert  tuppoMd  that  thit  waa  Uf,  Hill,  who  nerd 
to  plaf  tuch  tricks,  not  only  anonjrooatl^.  but  under  false 
Mrom.  inch  at  Dr.  Crnu,  Dr.  VptdaJe,  and  many  others. 
AmollKt  has  also  been  surmised ;  and  as  Boewrll  h^d  certainly 
no  tenderness  for  HiWi  character  (see  ms/^.  p.  186.).  the  sup- 
prasslon  of  the  name  bat  been  tbougbt  to  favour  this 


great  sincerity  I  wish  you  happtncn.    I  am,  deu 
Sir,  your  most  affectionate  bumble  Krrafit, 

**  Sam.  JoHMsojr.'' 

I  was  detained  in  town  till  it  was  too  late  on 
the  9th,  so  went  to  him  early  in  the  morning 
of  the  10th  of  November.  **  Now,**  sud  he, 
"  that  you  are  going  to  marry*  do  not  expect 
more  from  life  than  life  will  afford.  You  may 
often  find  vourself  out  of  humour,  and  you  may 
often  think  your  wife  not  studious  enough  to 
please  you ;  and  yet  you  may  have  reason  to 
consider  yourself  as  upon  the  whole  very 
happily  married.'* 

Talking  of  marriage  in  general,  he  observed, 
"  Our  marriage  service  is  too  refined.  It  ii 
calculated  onlv  for  the  best  kind  of  marriagtis: 
whereas,  we  should  have  a  form  for  matches  of 
convenience,  of  which  there  are  many.** '  He 
agreed  with  me  that  ther<;  was  no  alMolutc 
necessity  for  having  the  marriage  ceremony 
performed  by  a  regular  clergyman,  for  this  was 
not  commanded  in  Scripture. 

I  was  volatile  enough  to  repeat  to  him  a 
little  epigranunatic  song  of  mine  ^  on  matri- 
mony, which  Mr.  Gamck  had,  a  few  days 
before,  procured  to  be  set  to  music  by  the  Terr 
ingenious  Mr.  Dibdin. 

A  MahimotUal  T%tmpkL 

**  In  the  blithe  days  of  boney-moon. 
With  Katc*i  allurements  smitten, 
I  loved  her  late,  I  loTed  her  aooa. 
And  called  ber  dearest  kitten. 

*'  But  now  my  kitten's  grown  a  cat. 
And  CToaa  like  other  wives ; 
Oh  1  by  my  aoul,  ray  hoocat  Mai. 
I  fear  she  has  nine  Uvea.**  | 

My  illustrious  friend  said,  **  It  is  veiy  ^^^1^ 
Sir ;  but  you  should  not  swear.**  Upon  wiarh 
I  altered  ""  Oh !  by  my  soul,**  to  •*  Alas,  alas :  ^ 

He  waa  so  good  as  to  ftocompanv  mo  ^^ 
London,  and  see  me  into  the  post-chaise  wbit'b 
was  to  carry  me  on  my  road  to  Scotland.  And 
sure  I  am,  that  however  inconsiderable  msny 
of  the  particulars  recorded  at  tbis  tiase  may 
appear  to  some,  they  will  be  csteenbed  bv  tk^ 
best  part  of  my  readers  as  genoine  tratu  oi 
his  character,  contributing  tcwetber  to  give  s 
full,  fair,  and  distinct  view  of  it. 


\ 


opinkm.    I, 
better.  — Caoaaa. 

s  It  may  be 
for  the  preet,  at  the  Interral  of  t 
note,  aaajr  have   mf 
There  are,  no  doubt,  marriafen 
often  torn  out  to  be  eery  ' 
himself  thouf ht  they  mtf  nC  be'  i\ 
Morcoeer,  one  would  aik«  how 
too  rrtlmrdf    It 
Nor.  flnelly,  can  I  beUeee  that 
ScottiiA  view*  of  a  leeular 
abeurd  reaeon  Mated  _  for  It  la 
that  any  ceremony  thouWl 
i  and,  again  t  If  I* 
would  ever  coneent  to  be 
deeree  of  degradatloQ,  or  at 

•  Mr.  Botwell  u«d  (at  did 
ander)  to  tlnf  In  eoovtrlal 
position. — Caoan. 
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In  1770,  be  published  a  political  pampblet, 
entitled  ^  The  false  Alarm,**  intended  to  justify 
the  conduct  of  the  ministry  and  their  majoritj 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  for  haying  virtuallj 
assumed  it  as  an  axiom,  that  the  expulsion  of 
a  member  of  parliament  was  equivalent  to 
exclusion,  and  thus  having  declared  Colonel 
Luttrell  to  be  duly  elected  for  the  county  of 
Middlesex,  notwithstanding  Mr.  Wilkes  had  a 
great  majoritj  of  votes.  This  being  justly 
considered  as  a  gross  violation  of  the  right  of 
election,  an  alarm  for  the  constitution  extended 
itself  all  over  the  kingdom.  To  prove  this 
alarm  to  be  false,  was  the  purpose  of  Johnson's 
pamphlet ;  but  even  his  vast  powers  were  in- 
adequate to  cope  with  constitutional  truth  and 
reason,  and  his  argument  failed  of  effect ;  and 
the  House  of  Commons  have  since  expunged 
the  offensive  resolution  from  their  Journals. 
Thai  the  House  of  Conunons  might  have  ex- 
pelled Mr.  Wilkes  repeatedly,  and  as  often  as 
ne  should  be  re-chosen,  was  not  denied ;  but 
incapacitation  cannot  be  but  by  an  act  of  the 
whole  lemlature.  It  was  wonderful  to  see  how 
a  prejufface  in  favour  of  government  in  general 
and  an  aversion  to  popular  clamour,  could 
blind  and  contract  such  an  understanding  as 
Johnson's,  in  this  particular  case ;  yet  the  wit, 
the  sarcasm,  the  eloquent  vivacity  which  this 
pamphlet  displayed,  made  it  be  read  with  great 
avidity  *  at  the  time,  and  it  will  ever  be  read 
with  pleasure,  for  the  sake  of  its  composition. 
That  it  endeavoured  to  infuse  a  narcotic  in- 
difference, as  to  public  concerns,  into  the  minds 
of  the  people,  and  that  it  broke  out  sometimes 
into  an  extreme  coarseness  of  contemptuous 
abuse,  is  but  too  evident. 

It  must  not,  however,  be  omitted,  that  when 
the  storm  of  his  violence  subsides,  he  takes  a 
fair  opponrtunitv  to  pay  a  grateful  compliment 
to  the  King,  who  luul  rewarded  his  merit :  — 
**  These  low-bom  rulers  have  endeavoured, 
surely  without  effect,  to  alienate  the  affections 
of  tine  people  from  the  only  Kin^  who  for 
almost  a  century  has  much  appeared  to  desire, 
or  much  endeavoured  to  deserve  them."  And, 
**  Every  honest  man  must  lament,  that  the 
faction  has  been  regarded  with  frigid  neutrality 
by  the  Tories,  who  being  long  accustomed  to 
signalise  their  principles  by  opposition  to  the 
Conrt,  do  not  yet  consider,  that  they  have  at 
hst  a  King  who  knows  not  the  name  of  party, 
snd  who  wishes  to  be  the  common  father  of  idl 
His  people.**  * 

To  this  pamphlet,  which  was  at  once  dis- 
covered to  be  Johnson*s,  several  answers  came 
oat,  in  which  care  was  taken  to  remind  the 


1  •*  The  FalM  Abnrm  **  was  published  by  T.  Cadell.  in  the 
Binmd,  J«n.  IS.  1770 ;  a  wcona  editloo  appeared  Feb.  6.,  and 
a  third.  March  IS._Wbioht. 

*  -  Tbic.**  aajra  Mn.  Plosil,  •*  his  first  and  favoaHCe 
famphlet,  vas  written  at  our  hoase.  between  eight  o'clock 
«ii  Wedncsdar  night  and  twelve  o'clock  on  Thursday  night : 
wr  read  It  to  Mr.  Thrnle,  when  be  cane  rerj  late  home  from 
the  Hmutf  of  ComnoDS.**  BosweU,  It  most  be  wmembered, 
a  trauie CMHua. 


public  of  his  former  attacks  upon  government, 
and  of  his  now  being  a  pensioner,  without 
allowing  for  the  honourable  terms  upon  which 
Johnson*s  pension  was  granted  and  accepted, 
or  the  change  of  system  which  the  British 
court  had  undergone  upon  the  accession  of  his 
present  Majesty.  He  was,  however,  soothed 
m  the  highest  strain  of  panegyric,  in  a  poem 
called  *'  The  Remonstrance,**  by  the  Bev.  Mr. 
Stockdale  \  to  whom  he  was,  upon  many  occa- 
sions, a  kind  protector. 

The  following  admirable  minute  made  by 
him,  describes  so  well  his  own  state,  and  that 
of  numbers  to  whom  self-examination  is  ha- 
bitual, that  I  cannot  omit  it :  — 

**  June  ].  1770.  Every  man  naturally  persuades 
himself  that  he  can  keep  his  resolutions,  nor  is  he 
convinced  of  his  imbecility  but  by  length  of  time 
and  frequency  of  experiment.  This  opinion  of  our 
own  constancy  is  so  prevalent,  that  we  always  despise 
him  who  suffers  his  general  and  settled  purpose  to 
be  overpowered  by  an  occasional  desire.  They, 
therefore,  whom  frequent  fiiilures  have  made  des- 
perate, cease  to  form  resolutions ;  and  they  who  are 
become  cunning,  do  not  tell  them.  Those  who  do 
not  make  them  are  very  few,  but  of  their  effect 
litde  is  perceived ;  for  scarcely  any  man  persists  in 
a  course  of  life  planned  by  choice,  but  as  he  is 
restrained  from  deviation  by  some  external  power. 
He  who  may  live  as  he  will,  seldom  lives  long  in 
the  observation  of  his  own  rules.  I  never  yet  saw 
a  regular  family,  unless  it  were  that  of  Mrs. 
Harriot's,  nor  a  regular  man,  except  Mr.  ^—  *, 
whose  exactness  I  know  only  by  his  own  report, 
and  Psalmnnazer,  whose  life  was,  I  think,  uniform.** 
[Pr,  and  Med,  p.  100.] 

Of  this  year  I  have  obtiuned  the  following 
letters : 

JOHNSON  TO  DR.  FARMER. 

**  Johnson's  Court,  March  21. 1770. 

*'  Sir,  — -  As  no  man  ought  to  keep  wholly  to 
himself  any  possession  that  may  be  useful  to  the 
public,  I  hope  you  will  not  think  me  unreasonably 
intrusive,  if  I  have  recourse  to  you  for  such  infor- 
mation as  you  are  more  able  to  give  me  than  any 
other  man. 

**  In  support  of  an  opinion  which  you  have 
already  placed  above  the  need  of  any  more  support, 
Mr.  Steevens,  a  very  ingenious  gendeman,  lately 
of  King's  College,  has  collected  an  account  of  all 
the  translations  which  Shakspeare  might  have  seen 
and  used.  He  wishes  his  catalogue  to  be  perfect, 
and  therefore  entreats  that  you  will  favour  him  by 
the  insertion  of  such  additions  as  the  accuracy  of 
your  inquiries  has  enabled  you  to  make.  To  this 
request,  I  take  the  liberty  of  adding  my  own 
solicitation. 


'  The  Rev.  PerdTal  Stockdale,  whose  strange  and  ram* 
bllog  **  Autobiography  *'  was  published  in  1808 :  he  was  the 
author  of  several  baa  poems,  and  died  in  1810,  at  the  age  of 
7S.  He  was  Johnson's  neighbour  for  some  years,  both  in 
Johnson's  Court  and  Bolt  Court.  —  Crokbh. 

4  The  name  In  the  original  manuscript  is,  as  Dr.  Hall  in- 
formed me,  CminbeU.  The  Scotch  non  juring  Bishop  Camp- 
bell was  probably  the  person  meant.  See  ao  account  of  this 
gentleman,  jNMl,  Oct.  tS.  177S.  <— CioKia. 
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**  We  baire  no  immediate  use  for  this  cetaloguc, 
and  therefore  do  not  desire  that  it  shoiUd  interrupt 
or  binder  your  more  important  employments.  But 
it  will  be  kmd  to  let  us  know  that  jou  receive  it. 
I  am,  Sir.  &c.,  Sax.  Jobniok.** 


[JOHNSON  TO  MISS  PORTER. 

**Ma7  1.177a 

"  Dearest  Madam,  —  Among  other  causes  that 
hare  hindered  me  from  answering  your  last  kind 
letter,  is  a  tedious  and  painftil  rheumktism,  that  has 
afflicted  roe  ibr  many  weeks,  and  still  continues  to 
molest  me.  I  hope  you  are  well,  and  will  long 
keep  your  health  and  your  cheerfulness. 

**  One  reason  why  I  delayed  to  write  was,  my 
uncertainty  how  to  answer  your  letter.  I  like  the 
thought  of  giving  away  the  money  very  well ;  but 
when  I  coosider  that  Tom  Johnson  is  my  nearest 
relation,  and  that  be  is  now  old  and  in  great  want ; 
that  be  was  my  playfellow  in  childhood,  and  has 
never  done  any  thing  to  offend  um  ;  I  am  in  doubt« 
whether  I  ought  not  rather  give  it  bim  than  any 
other. 

'*  Of  this,  my  dear,  I  would  have  your  opinion. 
I  would  willingly  please  you,  and  I  know  that  you 
will  be  pleased  best  with  what  you  think  right. 
Tell  me  your  mind,  and  do  not  learn  of  me  to 
neglect  writing ;  for  it  is  a  very  lorry  trick,  though 
it  be  mine. 

**  Tour  brother  is  well ;  I  saw  him  to-day,  and 
th<Migfat  it  long  since  I  saw  him  befisre :  it  seems 
be  has  called  often,  and  could  not  find  me.  I  am, 
my  dear,  your  affiKtionate  humble  servant, 

MSS.  **  Sasc  Jobmsox." 


JOHNSON  TO  MISS  POUTER. 

**  LoodoD,  Bfajr  39.  1770. 

**  Mr  luiAnBar  Dbae,  —  I  am  very  sorry  that 
your  eyes  are  bad ;  take  great  care  of  them, 
especially  by  candlelight.  Mine  continue  pretty 
good,  but  they  are  sometimes  dim.  My  rheumatism 
grows  gradually  better.  I  have  considered  your 
Mtter,  and  am  willing  that  the  whole  money  should 
go  where  you,  my  dear,  originally  intended.  I 
hope  to  help  Tom  some  other  way.  So  that  matter 
is  orer, 

**  Dr.  Taylor  has  inyited  me  to  pass  some  time 
with  him  at  Ashboune ;  if  I  eome,  vou  may  be 
sure  that  I  diall  take  yon  and  Uehlielfi  in  my  way. 
When  I  am  nearer  coming,  I  will  send  you  worcL 

«  Of  Mr.  Porter  I  have  seen  very  little,  but  I 
know  not  that  it  is  his  fault,  ftnr  he  says  that  he 
often  calls,  and  never  finds  me  ;  I  am  sorry  for  it, 
tat  I  love  him.  Mr.  Matbias  has  lately  had  a 
great  deal  €^  money  left  hin^  of  which  you  have 
probably  heard  already.  I  am,  my  dearest,  your 
most  affectionate  servant,  Sam.  Jorksok.'H 

—  PcorjM  MSS. 


*  Aboat  ths  rod  of  Jane  be  mad*  a  tltH  to  tk«  midland 
cennitet ;  tome  account  of  vhich.  axtractad  from  hit  leCtm 
to  Mrs.  Thral«,  I  have  placed  In  Iba  teat,  aad  shall  contiooe 
to  make  sfmlUr  eatracto  arhare  nccsMary  to  Ail  ap  U»auug  in 
Mr.  Botwall't  narratlta  .  tha  4Mf9  wlU  be  nifldsot  rsltr- 
SDce  to  tlia  orfgioaU.  —  Caoasa,  IM& 

•  See  jMrf,  March  ».  1776.  ~  C. 


JOHNSON  TO  THOMAS  WARTON.       \ 

*«LoiMloB,Jona  0.1770. 
■DsAa  SffB,  —  The  readiness  with  wbirii  vou 
were  pleased  to  promise  me  some  notes  on  8bsk- 
speare,  was  a  new  instance  of  yoor  friendslrip.    I 
shall  not  hurry   you;    but  am  dcsiicd  by  Bfr. 
Steerens,  who  helps  me  in  this  edition,  t»  Wt  yea 
know,  that  we  shall  print  the  tragedies  ftitt,  and 
shall  thereftire  want  first  the  Botes  whiek  belong 
to  them.    We  think  not  to  ineommode  the  rtadcn 
with  a  aopplement ;  and  therefiwe,  what  we  eunot 
put  into  its  proper  place,  will  do  us  no  good.    W« 
shall  not  begin  to  print  before  the  end  of  six  we^ 
perhaps  not  so  soon.    I  am,  &c., 

*<  Sam  Jonasoy."* 

[JOHNSON  TO  MRa  THRALE. 

(jffxCrocto.) 

••LlchfieU,Jtt|f7.l7Y0. 
«  I  thonght  I  should  have  Isenfd  someihiaK 
to-day  about  Streatbam;  bat  there  is  no  WHer; 
and  I  need  some  consolation,  fiw  rheunstisn  ii 
come  again,  though  in  a  less  dagtue  thaa  fiwnerlv. 
I  reckon  to  go  next  week  to  Ashbourne,  and  «3 
try  to  bring  you  the  dimenaions  of  the  great  bull 
The  skies  and  the  ground  are  all  so  wct,thstl 
have  been  very  little  abroad :  and  Mia.  AiIob  k 
from  home,  so  that  I  have  no  motive  to  walk; 
when  she  is  at  home,  she  lives  on  the  top  of  Siov- 
hill,  and  I  commonly  climb  up  to  see  her  ones  a 
day.  There  is  nothing  there  now  but  the  em^ 
nest.  To  write  to  you  about  Licbfield  is  ef  no 
use,  fitr  you  never  saw  Stowpool,  B«ir  Bereveop- 
hill.  I  believe  you  may  find  Borow  or  Boreogk- 
cop-kill  in  my  Dictionary,  uador  eof  or  es^ 
Nobody  here  knows  what  tho  name  ianpoita.* 

-*IJchfleld,Jolyn.l77«. 
**  Mr.  Greene',  the  apothecary,  haa  fbund  a  bock 
which  tells  who  p<ud  levies  in  our  parisii,  and  bov 
much  they  paid,  above  an  hundred  years  ago.  D» 
you  not  think  we  study  this  book  hnH?  Nothmf 
is  like  going  to  the  bottom  of  thii«B.  Mso^ 
fismilies  that  paid  the  parish 
like  the  raoe  of  HemUos. 
What  is  neaicM  ua  touehca 
rise  higher  at  domestie  than  at  ioapenal  tragidicft. 
I  am  not  wholly  unaffected  by  tho  lueolutioM  is 
Sadler  Street';  nor  can  fbrbonr  to 
old  names  vanish  away,  aad 
pUee.** 


Into  their 


huTiaK  staid  eat 
Di. 


"  I  came  hither  on  Wi 
night  at  a  lodge  in  the  fijieat 
Taylor's  b  a  very  pleasant  boooew  vith  n  kwn  taA 
a  lake,  and  twenty  deer  and  flwe  fcwna  upon  ihi 
biwn.  Whether  I  shaU  bj  any  light  aao  Malkck 
I  do  not  yet  know. 

•«  That  Baretti's  book,  [«« IVnevls  thrao^  fipva. 
Pbrtngal,  and  Franeo,"]  would  plMM  yon  aB,  I 
make  no  doubt.  I  know  not  wrbothcr  the  world 
has  ever  seen  such  travels  bcfot«. 


'  At  tha  comer  of  which 
■aUaAed  inyself  on  the  ipot  tiiat 
•ami  in  SadUr  SireH,  (anii,  p.  4 
two  thlUinKfl  and  Bixpauca  a 
ranewad  to  hi*  Mm,  waa  moat 
which  jutCad  out  late  gadlir 
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loC  it  u  to  ramble  can  seldom  write,  and  those  who 
know  how  to  write  very  seldom  ramble.  If  Sidney 
had  gone,  as  he  desired,  the  great  Toyage  with 
Drake,  there  woald  probably  baye  be«i  such  a 
oarratiTO  as  would  have  equally  satisfied  the  poet 
aad  tbo  philosopher.** 

**  Afhbsame,  July  tf .  17T0. 
"  I  have  seen  the  great  bull  \  and  very  great  he 
ifc.  I  hove  seen  likewise  his  heir  apparent*  who 
premises  to  inherit  all  the  bulk  and  all  the  virtues 
of  hb  sire.  I  hatve  seen  the  roan  who  offered  an 
bsmdred  guineas  for  the  young  bull,  while  he  was 
yet  littlo  better  than  a  ealf.  Matlock,  I  am  afraid, 
I  shall  not  see,  but  I  purpose  to  see  Dovedale; 
aady  after  all  this  seeing,  I  hope  to  see  you.**] 

JOHNSON  TO  JOSEPH  WARTON. 

**8«pt.ti.  mo. 

*  Dbaa  Sib,  -*  I  am  icvisiog  my  edition  of 
Shakspeare,  and  remember  that  I  formerly  mis- 
fcpeeaeoted  your  opinion  of  Lear.  Be  pleased  to 
write  the  paragraph  as  you  would  have  it,  and  send 
it.  If  you  have  any  remarks  of  your  own  upon 
ttat  or  any  other  play,  I  shall  gladly  receive  them. 
Make  my  eonspUments  to  Mrs.  Warton.  I  some- 
^mk  of  wandering  lor  a  few  days  to  >¥iii- 
r,  but  am  apt  to  delay.      I  am.  Sir,  your 

St&ic.  JosniaoM.** 


JOHNSON  TO  FRANCIS  BARBER, 

M  Mm,  Clmpp%  Biakop-  SMfmndL 

**  Londen,  Sept.  fi5. 1770. 
'I>KA»  Fajiirois,  — I  am  at  last  sat  down  to 
to  you,  aad  should  very  much  blame  myself 
fiir  hawing  neglected  you  so  kmg,  if  I  did  not 
im^pute  that  and  many  other  feflings  to  want  of 
health.  I  hope  not  to  be  so  long  silent  again,  I 
■n  very  well  satisfied  whh  your  progress,  if  you 
esa  reslly  pcrlbrra  the  exercises  which  you  are  set ; 
and  I  hope  Mr.  Ellis  does  not  suflbr  you  to  impose 
en  him,  or  on  yourself.  Make  my  compliments  to 
Mr.  BUisly  and  to  Mrs.  Clapp,  and  Mr.  Smith. 

**  Let  me  know  what  English  books  you  read  for 
your  cmertaHimeiit.  Tou  can  never  be  wise  unless 
you  looB  reading.  Do  not  imagine  that  I  shall 
fttget  or  fanake  yon ;  for  if^  when  I  examine  you, 
I  iod  that  yon  have  not  lost  your  time,  you  ^all 
want  no  eneouragemeot  from  yours  affectionately, 

^  Sax  JosirsoN." 

JOHNSON  TO  FRANCIS  BARBER. 

"  Dsecmber  7. 1770. 
Wmmmcsm, —  I  hope    you  mind  your 
I  design  yoo  shall  atay  artth  Mrs.  Clapp 


these  holidays.  If  you  are  invited  out  you  may  go, 
if  Mr.  Ellis  gives  leave.  I  have  ordered  you  some 
clothes,  which  you  will  receive,  I  believe,  neit 
week.  My  compliments  to  Mrs.  Clapp,  and  to 
Mr.  EUis,  and  to  Mr.  Smith,  &e.  —  I  am  your 
affectiooate.  Sail  Johnson.** 


CHAPTER  XXIV. 
177a 

Br,  Maxwtir$  CoOeetanea.^  Jahiuon'B  PoHHet,  amd 
general  Made  of  Lifk,  —  OpwkHtt  Trwiewmai,  — 
Ijmdim,  —  BlaekUeUer  Book*,  —  •*AmUomy  of 
Mohnehofy."  —  GooemmeMt  of  IrolamL  —  Lovo. 

—  ^uob  Bokmen,  —  EMabKoked  Cbrgf.  —  Dr, 
FrUtHef,  ^  Bltmk  Fwne,  —  Fronek  Noceh.  — 
Pire  Boocomeh.  —  Lord  Lfttdtom*i  Didbgwu.  — 
Osn'an.  —  Tht  Poeticoi  CobUer,  —  Boetimt.  — 
Noliono/  DAi, — BiaOet,  —  Marriage Foppery, 

—  GUbert  Cooper,  —  Homer.  —  Gregory  Skarpe, 
— FbartfBm^wd,-^  Com  Lam»,^-I)r.  Browne, 
«.-  Mr.   Burke,  ^^  Eeomomg,  —  ^r(iM<-Aiai<ers. 

—  OrtAonii.  -~  Iritk  Ckryg, 

DuBDffo  this  year  there  was  s  total  oesaatioii  of 
all  correapoodence  between  Dr.  Johoaon  and 
me^  withoat  any  coldnesa  on  either  aide,  but 
merely  from  procrastinatioii,  oo&tinued  from 
day  to  day ;  and,  aa  I  was  not  in  London^  I 
had  no  opDOitnnity  of  enjoying  hia  compaaj 
and  Tecoraing  his  oonrersation.  To  Bapply 
thia  blank,  I  shall  wesent  mj  readers  with 
some  CoOeetanea^  obliffinslj  fnmished  to  me 
by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Maxw3l  ^  of  Falkland,  in  Ire- 
land, some  time  assistant  preacher  at  the 
Temple,  and  for  many 'years  the  social  friend 
of  Johnson,  who  spoke  of  him  with  a  Tery  kind 
regard. 


1  Dr.  T«f  kyr  bad  a  renarkably  fine  l»reeil  of  catth) ;  and 
M  ban.  in  putlcuUr,  was  of  ceWbrated  sixe  and  bssuQr.  _ 
'    —  CaoKaa.- 

>  Dr.  WlOlam  XaaveU  was  the  son  of  Dr.  John  Maxwell, 
J    Aritiilasrwi  of  Downe,  hi  h«land«  and  eousin  of  the  Hoooor- 
I    aMo  Hoary  Moawell,  BIsbop  of  Dromoro  In  1T8B,  and  of 
MeeA  hi  IMS,  from  wboai  bo  obtained  ptofoment;  bat 
karinf  a  ooosidBrable  property  of  his  own,  he  realgnod  tho 
Bihw  when,  as  tt  ti  lafd,  ab  residence  was  Iniiited  on  ;  and 
be  taad  tabaiaair  fax  Bath,  where  bo  died,  to  late  oi  1818.  at 
the  aajB  of  87.    Dr.  Maxwell  was  desenrodly  prond  of  his 
aDnamitaoeo  with  Johnson,  and  had  caught  somethinff  of  his 
etno  of  lOMWSiaaHtl.    Soom  of  his  anoodotes  are  trlfllnf , 
(idlers  otMoore,  so«no  misprinted,  aad  sereral,  I  suspect,  mls« 
S  which  is  not  sorprislnf ,  as  they  seem  to  hare  been 


*  My  acqu^tance  with  that  great  and  Tenerable 
ehaiacter  commenced  in  the  year  1754.  I  was  in- 
troduced to  him  hy  Mr.  Grierson ',  hts  M^jesty^ 
printer  at  DuUIb,  a  gentleman  of  uncommon  learn- 
ing, end  great  wit  and  fivadty.  Mr.  Orienon 
diod  in  Oennany,  at  the  age  of  twenty^teren.  Dr. 
Johnson  highly  respected  his  al^ities^  and  often 
ohsenred»  that  he  possessed  more  exteosrve  know^ 
ledge  than  any  man  of  his  years  he  had  ever  known. 
His  industry  was  eqmd  to  his  talents ;  and  he  par- 


written  for  Mr.  BosweU't  publication  trcm  msaorf ,  a  grest 
many  yean  after  die  erents. —Cbokbb. 

s  Son  of  the  learaed  Mrs.  Grierson,  who  was  patroaJsed  by 
(bo  late  Lord  GraarlUe.  and  was  febo  editor  of  several  of  tho 
classics.  -.  BoowBLi.  Her  edition  of  Tacitus,  with  tho  notes 
of  Rjrcbins,  in  three  rolumes,  8vo.  ITSD,  was  dedicated,  fai  rory 
etegant  Latin  [from  her  own  poo],  to  JoImei,  Lord  Carteret 
(afterwaids  Barl  Granrllle),  by  whom  she  was  patronfaMd 
daring  his  residence  In  Ireland  as  Lord  Lieutenant  be- 
tween 17M  and  1730L  —  Malohb.  Lord  Carteret  gave  her 
family  the  lucratlTO  patent  office  of  king's  printer  in  Irelaad, 
still  enjoyed  by  her  diescendants.  She  was  reiT  handsome, 
as  well  as  learned.  —  Caoaaa.  The  patent  has  jost  explrsd 
—  P.  CumniiOBAM,  1846. 
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ticuUrly  excelled  in  every  species  of  philnl(^ical 
learning,  and  was,  perhaps,  the  best  critic  of  the 
age  be  lived  in. 

"  I  must  always  remember  with  gratitude  my 
obligation  to  Mr.  Grierson,  for  the  honour  and 
happiness  of  Dr.  Johnson's  acquaintance  and  friend- 
ship, which  continued  uninterrupted  and  undimi- 
nished to  his  death  :  a  connection  that  was  at  once 
the  pride  and  happiness  of  my  life. 

*'  What  pity  it  is,  that  so  much  wit  and  good 
sense  as  he  continually  eihibited  in  conversation, 
should  perish  unrecorded !  Few  persons  quitted  his 
company  without  perceiving  themselves  wiser  and 
better  than  they  were  before.  On  serious  subjects 
be  flashed  the  most  interesting  conviction  upon  his 
auditors ;  and  upon  lighter  topics,  you  might  have 
supposed  —  Aibano  muia$  de  monte  loeuUu. 

"  Though  I  can  hope  to  add  but  little  to  the 
celebrity  of  so  exalted  a  character,  by  any  com- 
munications I  can  furnish,  yet,  out  of  pure  respect 
to  his  memory,  I  will  venture  to  transmit  to  you 
some  anecdotes  concerning  him,  which  fell  under 
my  own  observation.  The  very  mimntim  of  such  a 
character  must  be  interesting,  and  may  be  compared 
to  the  filings  of  diamonds. 

**  In  politics  he  was  deemed  a  Tory,  but  certainly 
was  not  so  in  the  obnoxious  or  party  sense  of  the 
term  ;  for  while  be  asserted  the  legal  and  salutary 
prerogatives  of  the  crown,  he  no  less  respected  the 
constitutional  liberties  of  the  people.  Whi^tsm, 
at  the  time  of  the  Revolution,  he  said,  was  accom- 
panied with  certain  principles ;  but  latterly,  as  a 
mere  party  distinction  under  Walpole  and  the  Pel- 
hams,  was  DO  better  than  the  politics  of  stock-job- 
bers, and  the  religion  of  infidels. 

**  He  detested  the  idea  of  governing  by  parlia- 
mentary corruption,  and  asserted  most  strenuously, 
that  a  prince  steadily  and  conspicuously  pursuing 
the  interests  of  his  people  could  not  fiiil  of  parlia- 
mentary concurrence.  A  prince  of  ability,  he  con- 
tended, might  and  should  be  the  directing  soul  and 
spirit  of  his  own  admimstration ;  in  short,  his  own 
minister,  and  not  the  mere  head  of  a  party  :  and 
then,  and  not  till  then,  would  the  royal  dignity  be 
sincerely  respected* 

**  Johnson  seemed  to  think,  that  a  certain  degree 
of  crown  influence  over  the  Houses  of  Parliament, 
(not  meaning  a  corrupt  and  shameful  dependence) 
was  very  salutary,  nay,  even  necessary,  in  our  mixed 
government.  '  For,*  said  he,  *  if  the  members  were 
under  no  crown  influence,  and  disqualified  from  re- 
ceiving any  gratification  from  Court,  and  resembled, 
as  they  possibly  might,  Pym  and  Haslerig,  and 
other  stubborn  and  sturdy  members  of  the  Long 
Parliament,  the  wheels  of  government  would  be 
totally  obstructed.  Such  men  would  oppose,  merely 
to  show  their  power,  from  envy,  jealousy,  and  per- 
versity of  disposition  ;  and,  not  gaining  tliemselves, 
would  hate  and  oppoee  all  who  did :  not  loving  the 
person  of  the  prince,  and  eoncciving  they  owed  him 
little  gratitude,  from  the  mere  spirit  of  insolence 
and  contradiction,  they  would  oppoee  and  thwart 
him  upon  all  occasions.* 

"  The  inseparable  imperfection  annexed  to  all 
human  governments  consisted,  he  said,  in  not  being 
able  to  create  a  sufficient  fund  of  virtue  and  prin- 


I  NodiMibt 
>  CaoKSB. 


Madame  d«  Bouflcrt.    See  poU,  nib  an.  1775. 


ciple  to  carry  the  laws  into  due  and  eflfeetual  ex^•  ' 
cution.       Wisdom  might  plan,  but  virtue  alooe 
could  execute.     And  where  could  sufficient  virtue  | 
be  found  ?     A  variety  of  delegated,  and  often  dis- 
cretionary, powers  must  be  entrusted  somewhere ; 
which,  if  not  governed  by  integrity  and  ctmseienee,  i 
would  necessarily  be  abused,  till  at  last  the  constable  | 
would  sell  his  for  a  shilling. 

'*  This  excellent  person  was  sometimes  charged 
with  abetting  slavish  and  arbitmry  principles  of  ! 
government.     Nothing,  in  my  opinion,  could  be  a  | 
grosser  calumny  and  misrepresentation;  for  hov  i 
can  it  be  rationally  supposed,  that  he  shonld  adopt 
such  pernicious  and  absurd  opinions,  who  supported 
his  philosophical  character  with  so  much  dignirf,  • 
was  extremely  jealous  of  his  personal  liberty  and 
independence,  and  could  not  brook  the  smBllest  ap-  , 
pearance  of  neglect  or  insult,  even  from  the  highest 
personages  ? 

'*  But  let  us  view  him  in  some  instancci  of  more 
&miliar  life. 

**  His  general  mode  of  life,  during  my  acquaint- 
ance, seemed  to  be  pretty  uniform.      About  twelve 
o*clock   I  commonly  visited  him,  and  frequentif 
found  him  in  bed,  or  declaiming  over  his  tea*  vrhieh 
he  drank  very  plentifully.  He  generally  had  a  levee 
of  morning  visiters,  chiefly  men  of  letters ;  Havke»' 
worth.    Goldsmith,   Murphy,   Langton,   Steevcns 
Beauclerk,  &c  &c.,  and  sometimes. l^oed  ladies; 
particularly  I  remember  a  French  lady  'of  wit  and 
fiishion  doing  him  the  honour  of  a  vint.  He  sermcd 
to  me  to  be  considered  as  a  kind  of  public  oracle. 
whom  every  body  thought  they  had  a  right  to  vl«ti 
and  consult;     and  doubtless  they  were  well  re- 
warded.    I  never  could  discover  how  be  fbood  time 
for  his  compositions.     He  declaimed  all  the  more* 
ing,  then  went  to  dinner  at  a  tavern,  whcfe  be 
commonly  stayed  late,  and  then  drank  his  tea  at 
some  friend's  house,  over  which  be  loitered  a  ptaX 
while,  but  seldom  took  supper.     I  fiuiey  he  must 
have  read  and  wrote  chiefly  in  the  night,  for  I  no 
scarcely  recollect  that  he  ever  refused  going  vi^ 
me  to  a  tavern,  and  he  often  went  to   RaneU^« 
which  he  deemed  a  place  of  innocent  recreation. 

**  He  frequently  gave  all  the  silver  in  his  pocket 
to  the  poor,  who  watched  him  between  his  hou«e 
and  the  Uvem  where  he  dined.  He  walked  the 
streets  at  all  hours,  and  said  be  was  never  robbed. 
for  the  rogues  knew  he  had  little  money,  nor  bad  • 
the  appearance  of  having  much. 

"  I'hough  the  most  accessible  and  conraranicatiTt 
man  alive,  yet  when  he  suspected  be  vnu  invit(«d  to 
be  exhibited,  be  constantly  spurned  the  inviiaf  oa 

**  Two  young  women  from  StaKbrdshtre  vUitcd 
him  when  I  vras  present,  to  consult  him  on  the 
subject  of  Methodism,  to  which  they  were  inclined. 
'  Come,*  said  be,  *  you  pretty  fools,  dine  with  Mai' 
well  and  me  at  the  Mitre,  and  we  will  talk  o^tr 
that  subject  ;*  which  they  did,  and  after  dinner  be 
took  one  of  them  upon  his  knee,  and  fondled  her 
for  half  an  hour  together. 

**  Upon  a  visit  to  me  at  a  country  lodging  a<mr 
Twickenham,  he  asked  what  aort  of  aociety  I  had 
there.  I  told  him,  but  indifferent ;  aa  they  chirilv 
consisted  of  opulent  traders,  retired  from  buum^n. 
He  said,  he  never  much  liked  that  dasa  of  pco^^i^  • 
*  For,  Sir.'  Mtd  he,  *they  have  lost  tbe  civtlit;  of 
tradesmen,  without  acquiring  the  manoera  at  gentle* 
men. 
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**  Johnson  was  mueh  attached  to  London :  he 
obserred,  that  a  man  stored  his  mind  better  there, 
than  any  where  else;  and  that  in  remote  situations 
a  inan*s  body  might  be  feasted,  but  his  mind  was 
stsnned,  and  his  faculties  apt  to  degenerate,  from 
want  ai  exercise  and  competition.  '  No  place,*  he 
said,  *  cured  a  man's  Tanity  or  arrogance,  so  well  as 
London ;  for  as  no  man  was  either  great  or  good 
per  M,  but  aa  compared  with  others  not  so  good  or 
great,  he  was  sure  to  find  in  the  metropolis  many 
his  equals,  and  some  his  superiors.'  He  ohseryed, 
that  a  man  in  London  waa  in  less  danger  of  falling 
in  lore  indiscreetly,  than  any  where  else ;  for  there 
the  difiScttlty  of  deciding  between  the  conflicting 
pretensions  of  a  vast  yariety  of  objects,  kept  him 
safe.  He  told  me,  that  he  had  frequently  been  of- 
fered country  preferment  \  if  he  would  consent  to 
take  orders ;  but  he  could  not  leave  the  improved 
society  of  the  capital,  or  consent  to  exchange  the 
exhilarating  joys  and  splendid  decorations  of  public 
life,  for  the  obscurity,  insipidity,  and  uniformity  of 
remote  situaticnu. 

''  Speaking  of  Mr.  Harte",  Canon  of  Windsor, 
and  writer  of '  The  History  of  Gustavus  Adolphus,' 
he  neuch  commended  him  as  a  scholar,  and  a  man 
of  the  moat  companionable  talents  he  had  ever 
known.  He  said,  the  defects  in  his  History  pro* 
ceeded  not  from  imbecility,  but  from  foppery. 

*'  He  loved,  he  said,  the  old  black-letter  books ; 
they  were  rich  in  matter,  though  their  style  was 
inelegant;  wonderfully  so,  considering  how  con- 
versant the  writers  were  with  the  best  models  of 
antiquity. 

*'Bnrton'a  'Anatomy  of  Melancholy,'  he  said, 
was  the  only  book  that  ever  took  him  out  of  bed 
two  hours  sooner  than  he  wished  to  rise.' 

**  He  frequently  exhorted  me  to  set  about  writing 
a  History  of  Ireland ;  and  archly  remarked,  there 
had  been  some  good  Irish  writers,  and  that  one 
Irishman  might  at  least  aspire  to  be  equal  to 
saother.  He  had  great  compassion  for  the  miseries 
ssid  distresses  of  the  Irish  nation,  particularly  the 
Papists ;  and  severely  reprobated  the  barbarous  de- 
bilitating policy  of  the  British  government,  which, 
he  said,  was  the  most  detestable  mode  of  persecution. 
To  a  gentleman  who  hinted  such  policy  might  be 
Deeeasary  to  support  the  authority  of  the  English 
gOTcrament,  be  replied  by  saying,  *  Let  the  au- 
thority of  the  English  government  perish,  rather 
than  be  maintained  by  iniquity.  Better  would  it 
be  to  restrain  the  turbulence  of  the  natives  by  the 
authority  of  the  sword,  and  to  make  them  amenable 
to  law  and  justice  by  an  effectual  and  vigorous 
police,  than  to  grind  them  to  powder  by  all  manner 
ofdiabUities  and  incapacities.  *  Better,*  said  he, 
*  to  hang  or  drown  people  at  once,  than  by  an  un- 
relenting persecution  to  beggar  and  starve  them.* 


\ 


'  I  Knpect  **frequenilif'*  to  be  sq  error  —  the  offer  of  the 
hfian  of  Laagtoo  (onXr,  p.  106.  and  160.)  li  the  only  one 
aeacioDed  tn  Boswell.— CsoKSS,  1846. 

<  Walter  Harte,  bom  about  1707.  A.  M.  of  St.  Mary  Hall, 
H  CHfbrd,  was  tutor  to  Lord  Chesterfield's  natural  ton,  Mr. 
Scskbope.  and  waa,  by  bit  Lordship's  interest,  made  Canon 
of  Wia£or :  be  died  in  1774.  See  more  of  Harte,  pos<,  March 
90. 17%!.— CaoKsa. 

'  **  INirton's  '  Anatomy  of  Melancbolj  *  is  the  most  amns- 
h^  sad  tostnietive  medley  of  quotations  and  cbu«lcal 
inccdnTrs  1  ever  penued.  If  the  reader  has  patience  to  go 
Cknmg h  his  Toiames,  he  will  be  more  Improved  for  literary 
conreriatioo  than  by  the  perusal  of  any  twenty  other  works 
with  which  1  am  aoqoaialad.'*  —  iS^a,  vol  i.  p.  144.— 


The  moderation  and  humanity  of  the  present  times 
have,  in  some  measure,  justiBed  the  wisdom  of  his 
observations. 

**  Dr.  Johnson  was  often  accused  of  prejudices, 
nay,  antipathy,  with  regard  to  the  natives  of  Scot, 
land.  Surely,  so  illiberal  a  prejudice  never  entered 
his  mind  ^ :  and  it  is  well  known,  many  natives  of 
that  respectable  country  possessed  a  large  share  in 
his  esteem :  nor  were  any  of  them  ever  excluded 
from  his  good  offices,  as  lar  as  opportunity  per- 
mitted.  True  it  is,  he  considered  the  Scotch,  na- 
tionally, as  a  crafty,  designing  people,  eagerly  at- 
tentive to  their  own  interest,  and  too  apt  to  overlook 
the  claims  and  pretenrions  of  other  people.  *  While 
they  confine  their  benevolence,  in  a  manner,  ex- 
clusively to  those  of  their  own  country,  they  expect 
to  share  in  the  good  offices  of  other  people.  Now,' 
said  Johnson,  *this  principle  is  either  right  or 
vrrong ;  if  right,  we  should  do  well  to  imitate  such 
conduct ;  if  wrong,  we  cannot  too  much  detest  it.* 

**  Being  solicited  to  compose  a  funeral  sermon  for 
the  daughter  of  a  tradesman,  he  naturally  enquired 
into  the  character  of  the  deceased ;  and  being  told 
she  was  remarkable  for  her  humility  and  conde- 
scension to  inferiors,  he  observed,  that  those  were 
very  laudable  qualities,  but  it  might  not  be  so  easy 
to  discover  who  the  lady*a  inferiors  were. 

*'  Of  a  certain  player 'he  remarked,  that  his  con- 
Tcrsation  usually  threatened  and  announced  more 
than  it  performed ;  that  he  fed  you  with  a  continual 
renovation  of  hope,  to  end  in  a  constant  succession 
of  disappointment. 

"  When  exasperated  by  contradiction,  he  was  apt 
to  treat  his  opponents  with  too  much  acrimony : 
as, '  Sir,  you  don*t  see  your  way  through  that  ques- 
tion :*  — '  Sir,  you  talk  the  language  of  ignorance.* 
On  my  observing  to  him,  that  a  certain  gentleman 
had  remained  silent  the  whole  evening,  in  the  midst 
of  a  very  brilliant  and  learned  society,  *  Sir,'  sud  he, 
*the  eooTcrsation  overflowed,  and  drowned  him.' 

'*  His  philosophy,  though  austere  and  solemn, 
was  by  no  means  morose  and  cynical,  and  never 
blunted  the  laudable  sensibilities  of  his  character, 
or  exempted  him  from  the  influence  of  the  tender 
passions.  Want  of  tenderness,  he  always  alleged, 
was  want  of  parts,  and  was  no  less  a  proof  of  stu- 
pidity than  depravity. 

**  Speaking  of  Mr.  Hanway,  who  published  *  An 
Eight  Days'  Journey  from  London  to  Portsmouth,' 
*  Jonas,*  said  he,  acquired  some  reputation  by  tra- 
▼elling  abroad',  but  lost  it  all  by  travelling  at  home.' 

**  Of  the  passion  of  love  he  remarked,  that  its 
riolence  and  ill  effiects  were  much  exaggerated  ;  for 
who  knows  any  real  sufferings  on  that  head,  more 
than  from  the  exorbitancy  of  any  other  passion  ? 

**  He  much  commended  *  Law*s  Serious  Call,' ' 
which,  he  said,  was  the  finest  piece  of  hortatory 


4  Dr.  Maxwell  was  mistaken,  and  would  assuredly  not 
have  made  such  a  statement  after  the  publication  of  this  work. 
Boewell  himself  confesses  the  antipathy,  but  it  would  be 
curious  to  know  when  it  became  so  strona,  and  what  its 
cause  was,  for  one  would  have  expected  a  directly  concrarv 
result  from  the  Jacobite  principles  of  bis  lather  and  himself. 
~.  Csoasa. 

•  No  doubt  Mr.  Sheridan.  —  Caoasa. 

•  He  had  published  •*  An  Account  of  the  British  Trade 
over  the  Caspian  Sea,  with  Travels  through  Rossfai,  Persia, 
Germany,  ana  Holland."  These  travels  contain  very  curious 
details  of  the  then  state  of  Persia.  —  Caoxsa. 


f  Seeofi/^tp.  15. 
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theology  in  any  Unguage.  *  Law,*  said  he,  <  fell 
latterly  into  the  revenes  of  Jacob  Behmen ',  whom 
Law  alleged  to  hare  been  somewhat  in  the  same 
state  with  St.  Paul,  and  to  have  seen  mnutUrable 
tkingM.  Were  it  ercn  so»*  aaid  Johnaon,  'Jaeob 
would  have  resembled  St  Faul  still  more,  by  not 
attempting  to  utter  thcnu 

•*He  c£served,  that  the  established  clergy  in 
general  did  not  preach  plain  enough ;  and  that 
polished  periods  and  glittering  sentences  flew  over 
the  heads  of  the  common  people  without  any  im- 
pre&sioo  upon  their  hearts.  Something  might  be 
necessary,  he  observed,  to  excite  the  aiSectioas  of 
the  commoa  people,  who  were  soak  in  languor  and 
lethal^,  and  therefore  he  supposed  that  the  new 
concomitants  of  Methodism  might  probably  produce 
so  dosiiable  an  eOcet.  The  mind,  like  the  body, 
he  observed,  delighted  in  change  and  novelty,  and, 
even  in  religum  itself,  courted  new  appearuiees  and 
modiflcationsu  Whatever  might  bethought  of  some 
Methodist  teachers,  he  said  he  could  soareriy  doubt 
the  sincerity  of  that  man,  who  tmvelled  ■me  hun- 
dred nules  in  a  month,  and  preached  twdvie  times  in 
a  week ;  lor  no  adequate  rewmrd,  meidy  tempoial, 
could  be  given  for  such  indefirtigable  labour. 

**  or  Dr.  Priestley's  theological  woilu,  he  re- 
marked, thai  they  tended  to  unsetda  every  thing, 
and  yet  settled  nothing. 

"  He  was  much  aSected  by  the  death  af  his 
mother,  and  wMie  to  me  to  come  and  assist  htm  to 
compote  his  mind;  which,  indeadv  I  Aniad  grsatly 
agitated.  He  lamented  that  all  serious  and  rettgioos 
conversation  was  banished  from  the  aseiety  of  men, 
and  yet  great  advaatages  aiighi  be  derived  from  it 
AU  acbiowledged,  be  said,  what  hoedly  any  body 
practised,  the  ligations  we  ware  under  of  makkifr 
the  concerns  of  eteniity  the  governing  principles  of 
oar  liTCB.  Every  man,  he  obeereed,  at  last  wishes 
for  retreat :  he  sees  his  ffpfmetiwis  ftusliaUd  in 
the  worid,  and  begina  to  wean  himislf  htm  it,  and 
to  prvpare  for  evarlastiag  sspaiatSMi. 

**  He  observed,  that  the  inflaaaot  of  Loodon  now 
cKtanded  every  wheia,  and  that  horn  all  maMMor  af 
communication  being  opened,  there  shortly  would 
be  no  remains  of  the  anriieat  siaipiscity,  or  piacii 
of  dieap  fetrnt  to  be  found. 

**  He  was  no  admirer  of  blank  verse,  and  said  it 
always  foiled,  unlms  sustained  by  the  dignity  af  the 
subject  In  blank  verso,  he  said,  the  language  ouf- 
fored  more  distortioa,  to  keep  it  out  of  paose,  than 
any  incoovanieaoa  or  limitation  to  be  apptebesided 
from  the  shaeklas  and  cireamspeotioa  of  ihyrae. 

"  He  Kpcoaed  me  once  for  saying  grace  witbavt 


1  AGenuHifimatlc.boran«BrC*r11ci.tnUp|MrLe«lU. 
In  lA7i.  He  wrote  a  raulUtede  of  rdlfkMit  vorlu,  all  wry 
mrvdciL  Ho  probabhr  wmt  donmffed,  and  died  in  ui  eotatic 
WiloolBlill  Mr.  LavpoMtfHltmnfef  UMtattorTearaor 
bU  life  tai  traasUtInf  Behmen*s  vorks.  four  Tolnm^  of 
wkleh  were  published  altar  Mr.  LsWl  deeth.  ~  Caoaia. 

*  AUudlnf,  I  tuppoM,  to  Epheilaas,  eh.  v.  ver.  ».  ^ 
«  OMHg  Itonte  c/wflM  M  «»  <MW>  •»<»  Oerf  end  «hr 
fbf*/r.  M  Oe  iMMT  ^ MT  2>ftf  .fcnu  CMW."  BotUMiy 
d»*oot  peopio  think  thatbeeoralngas  a  |«neral  theakaglvinf  at 
m»al«  naf  be,  the  tpedal  bitmdacdoe  of  the  awfbl  name  of 
"  0mr  Lard  Jetmg  CM'M"  onder  toeh  drcnsetanccs  ea  anift 
|i»MrH«»i(r  ettood  the  bttlnning  end  end  of  a  <nnner  la  tw 
l#'#Mi  ^•rying.  It  If,  I  believe,  a  nodem  additkm  to  the 
•  4.  f  tuttut  of  daeseMk  graea ;  aad,  oiler  aU,  nMy  a  net  be 
<^*>ttAM  wlMMber  that  teat  of  Scripture  wee  leant  to  ealoin 
M«>  M^wwcffwaoofatiMaitof— 1811.  IMC  Caeaea. 

'  /*<«•.«««««•.  Ml  Iv.  K.  1.  The  reply  of  Moimnahol  I 
irf  .. f  » .•/ 1  M  ;ijK«r|ff  aentloo  eseept  Dr.  Jehaeoa.  Drnmn* 
///tf^   t4$t.    ».A    A  p  ifin —P.  CnvmifoaAu. 

•  c«*  ^^  If*  177ft.  wbere  Mr.  Murphj  states  tha  thli 


mention  of  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Cbriit,  and 
hoped  in  future  I  would  be  more  mindful  of  the 
apostolical  injunction." 

*'  He  refused  to  go  out  of  a  room  before  me  at 
Mr.  Lengton's  house,  saying  he  hoped  he  knew  bis 
rank  better  than  to  presume  to  take  place  of «  doctor 
in  divinity.  I  mention  such  little  anecdotes  merely 
to  show  the  peouliar  turn  and  habit  of  bis  mind. 

'*  He  Hoed  frequently  to  ohssin^  that  there  wai 
more  to  be  endured  than  enjoved,  in  the  geMnl 
condition  of  human  lifo ;  and  ftaqneatly  qnoted 
those  lines  of  Dtyden  i^ 

*  Strange  coeonagel  aoaa  would  live  past  yean  sgaio. 
Yet  aU  hope  pleaswc  from  what  stiU  rcawk.*' 
For  hu  part,  he  asid,  he  never  poased  that  week  io 
his  lifo  which  he  would  wish  to  rcpmt,  were  as 
angel  to  make  the  proposal  to  him. 

**  He  waa  of  opinion,  that  the  English  nacioo 
cultivated  both  their  soil  and  thmr  rcasoa  better 
than  any  other  people;  bat  admitted  that  the 
French,  though  not  the  highest,  peifaape,  in  mf 
department  of  literature,  yet  in  every  departaaM 
were  very  high.  Intellectual  pro-eminence,  he  eh« 
served,  was  the  highest  supafiority ;  snd  that  entj 
nation  derived  their  highest  lepatatian  from  thi 
splendour  snd  dignity  of  their  writers.  Veltairs.  be 
said,  waa  a  good  narrator,  and  that  his  priacipal 
merit  consirtiMl  in  a  happy  aeleatioa  and  arrange' 
meat  of  rircnmstancea. 

••  Speaking  of  the  French  novels,  eompsnd  vitfa 
Richardson's,  he  said,  they  migkt  be  pretty  bsnUo, 
but  a  wian  was  not  an  ea^^ 

**  In  a  Latin  conversation  with  the  Pirt  B«e- 
covich  \  at  the  house  of  Mrs.  Cholmonddy,  I  heard 
him  maintain  the  superiority  of  Sv  Isaac  Newtee 
over  all  foreign  philoeophers  *,  with  a  di^aity  md 
eloquence  that  surprised  that  learaad  foreigner.  U 
being  obseieed  to  him,  ttwt  a  taga  for  every  thisg 
English  prevailed  much  in  Franca  aAor  Loid  Chsl- 
ham's  glorious  war,  he  said,  ha  did  Bokvoadcr  tiii, 
for  that  wa  had  drubbed  tboee  folloere  iato  a  prpper 
revciaiiee  for  as,  and  that  their  nirJBasI  pctulasec 
rsquifcd  periodical  chsstlmwieut. 

•*  Lord  Lyttelton*s  Dialogaei*  ha  doeuMd  a  ae- 
gatary  performance.  "That  man,*  said  he,  *i* 
down  to  write  a  book,  to  lall  tfaa  warld  what  the 
world  had  all  hU  lifo  bean  tatling  hiaa.* 

"•Somebody  obserring  that  tfaa   Scateh  Hic^ 
landers,  in  the  year  1745,  had 
efforts,  eonsidcring  their  aui 
advaatages ;  *  Yes,  Sir,'  said  ha, "  their 
uainsiuas  t  but  you  have  a 
af  them  an— the  want  of  law.** 


or  a  elBrflar  eoovertnHnn 
DoogUa,  Blihop  of  Salivhan.  —     _ 

•  hi  a  Dttcovrte  bj  Sir  William  Jonee.  addimrT  (» 
Aelatte  Sodety,  February  M.  iras.  Is  the  MIowtnf  pa^r ' 
^  **  One  of  the  moat  ■afadooa  men  la  thia  ifc,  •  "^  ''"'^ 
tinoea,  1  hope,  to  Inprova  and  ndom  K,  Scmarl  J  ^  "«^ 
reaaarkod,  hi  aqr  heaiinfc.  that  if  Newtou 
aoeient  Oreeee.  he  would 
Ttni^.**  — Malohb. 

*  Jflhneon  may  have  tl 
Ljrtteltonaadhle  works,  but  eearaety 
eoold  not  hare  stated  aa  < 
hlgheat  praise  of  such  a  work,  —  that  U 
accurate  obserrattoo  of  nankiml Caoaaa. 

7  It  to  not  clear  what  waa  maanf  Law,  stutractr^'r 
would  be  one  of  the  leatt  waau  oT  aa  hiiwltM  army,  i*^^ 
son.  perhaps,  aaeant  either  that  they  had  not  tke  U«  '^  •-*•' 
side,  or  that  they  had  not  la^yal  mcaaa  of  trntottu^t  ■*'•'■ 
pliue.  I  have  before  (p.M*  a.  9.)  iMpsamid  my  ebft?  -^ 
that  Johnson  had  received  taaao  pocaoaal  ^hmt  er  tr.  .«nn 
from  tho  Scotch  In  I74S :  btit  how  or  wher«  he 
oonnc  Across  them,  I  caniio:  ooi^)ccsure.  .—  Caoaem. 


«  a** 


•KllMmeHif 
_e  trrmA  n* 
bslatniikiW 
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**  Speaking  of  tbe  iumard  Ugki,  to  wbicli  §oine 
ICeCfaodista  pcctoided,  be  Miid,  it  wm  a  prinetple 
atterly  iaoomiiaCible  with  aoeial  or  civil  aeeurity. 
*  if  a  BMOt'  and  he,  *  pretends  to  a  principle  of  action 
of  iHiieh  I  can  know  nothing,  nay,  not  ao  much  as 
that  be  haa  it,  hot  only  that  he  pretends  to  at ;  how 
can  I  tell  what  that  pemn  may  be  preoipted  to 
do?  When  a  penott  pnifrfles  to  be  governed  by  a 
written  ascertained  law,  I  can  then  know  wheie  to 
■nd  hmL 

**  Tbe  poem  of  Fingal,  he  saiii  was  «  mere 
■ected  riapoody,  a  tiresome  repetition  of  the 
images.  *  In  vain  shall  we  look  lor  the  hieadw 
mdoi,  where  there  is  neitfier  end  nor  ofe^eet,  derign 
or  Tiwww^  IMC*  strfki  yecMvni  taMt^m 

**  Being  a^ed  fay  a  yocmg  noUeman,  what  was 
hecotne  of  tbe  gallantry  and  military  spirit  of  the 
old  English  nobility,  he  rafOied, 'Why,  my  lord,  111 
teH  yon  what  is  become  of  it:  it  is  gone  ksto  the 
eity  to  look  lor  a  fertmie.* 

**  Speaking  of  a  doll,  tiresome  ftUow,  whom  he 
dMMedto  meet,  be  mid,  *  That  fellow  aesms  to  me 
to  possess  hat  one  idea,  and  that  is  a  wrong  one.' 

"MmA  inqmj  having  been  made  eonoenung 
n  gentleman,  who  bad  quitted  a  company  where 
Johnson  vr«s»  and  no  information  beii^  obtained, 
at  last  Johnson  observed,  that '  he  did  not  care  to 
speek  ill  of  any  man  behind  his  back,  but  he  be- 
lieved the  gentleman  was  an  oKsmsy.* 

"  He  spoke  with  much  contempt  of  the  notice 
taken  of  Woodhouse,  the  poetical  shoemaker.*  He 
said,  it  vraa  all  vanity  and  childishness;  and  that 
soeb  efajecta  were,  to  those  who  paHooised  them, 
minora  of  their  own  superiority.  '  They  had 
/  said  he, '  fiimiah  tbe  man  with  good  impl^ 
ibr  hie  teade,  than  raise  subscriptians  £w  his 
He  may  make  an  excellent  shoemaker, 
hot  can  never  amke  a  good  poet  A  schoolboy's 
eanreae  may  be  a  pretty  thing  Ibr  a  schoolboy ; 
but  it  is  no  treat  Ibr  a  man.' ' 

^  flpuiking  of  Boetcns,  who  was  the  fiMOurite 

of  the  middle  ages^  he  seed,  it  was  very  sur- 

that,  upon  such  e  snli||cc^  and  in  such  a 

he  should  be 


•*  flpceking  of  Arthur  Murphy,  whom  be  very 
much  loved,  '  I  dont  know,'  said  he,  *  that  Arthur 
esn  be  i  Isssfiil  with  tbe  very  first  drsmatic  writers ; 
yet  at  prnsiut  I  doubt  anioh  whether  we  have  any 
to  Arthnr.' 

of  the  national  debt,  be  said, '  it  was 
dream  to  suppose  that  the  country  could 
nnk  under  it.  Let  the  public  creditors  be  ever  so 
danoeons^  the  interest  of  millions  must  ever  ptevail 
over  thet  of  thousands.'* 


1  Did  be  not  vaiT  tht  phrue,  sod  aaj  §ed  intesd  ofaMc. 
fir  he  had  Just  berora  Imputed  as  blame.  Chat  there  waa  a 
theaana  racun-eoee  of  the  nana  Imasea  ?~.  Caona. 

*  Sea  mmii,  p.  170.  n.  S.     There  la  an  aeeoant  of  thii 
anfrtrwfjrmdfar-  ■■  b^  ^'x  called,  fai  the  Geudtmmifa  UagM" 
far  1764,  p.  n9.    He  waa  brought  Jofeo  ootlos  by  Shan- 
sa. 
s  1  aoapect  *im  treai*    to  be  a  ail^ilnt— perhaps   for 


4  He  meant  cvideatly  that  If  the  lalarest  of  mOSmu — the 
eoaatry  at  large— required  that  the  national  debt  ihould  be 
Mongnd  9B,  it  would  prevail  over  the  hiteraatof  Ounutrndi  — 
the  hoUera  of  stock. —CaoKis. 

*  "Dt.  Beqiamfn  Ketmlriitt,  bora  In  1718,  A.  M.,  and 
FtUew  of  Bzetar  CoIlmB.  Oxford,  in  17W,  and  D.D.  tai  T760, 
•>  hartav  diatiagniahed  hfanself  by  a  learned  dliaertaClon  on 
the  state  of  Che  Hebrew  text  or  the  Old  TestaoMnt,  was, 
about  1709,  pemaded  by  Ardiblshop  Seeker,  and  encouraged 


•*  Of  Dr.  Kennieett's  CoUations',  he  observed, 
that  *  though  the  teat  should  not  be  much  mended 
thereby,  yet  it  wss  no  small  advantage  to  know 
that  we  had  as  good  a  text  as  the  most  consummate 
industry  and  diligmBe  could  proeure.' 

"Johnson  observed,  *tbat  so  many  ofc(jections 
might  be  made  to  every  thing,  that  nothing  could 
overcome  them  but  the  necessity  of  doing  some- 
thing. No  man  would  be  of  any  profenion,  as 
simply  opposed  to  not  being  of  It  \  but  every  one 
must  do  something.' 

^  He  remarked,  thst  a  London  parish  was  a  very 
cooafbrtlees  thing :  for  tbe  clergyman  seldom  knew 
the  fiwe  of  one  out  of  ten  of  his  parishiooen. 

«  Of  the  late  Mr.  Mallet  he  spoke  with  no  greet 
respect:  said,  he  was  ready  for  any  dirty  job ;  that 
he  had  wrote  against  Byng  at  the  instigation  of  the 
ministry,  and  was  equally  reedy  to  write  for  him, 
provided  he  found  his  account  in  it. 

**  A  gentleman  who  had  bean  very  unhappy  in 
maniagc^  married  immediately  after  his  wife  died : 
Johnson  said,  it  was  the  triuaaph  of  hope  over  ex- 


»i 


He  observed,  that  a  man  of  sense  axui  education 
should  meet*  a  suitable  companion  in  awifo.  It 
waa  a  miserable  thing  when  the  oonversation  could 
oidy  be  such  as  whether  the  mufton  should  be 
boiled  or  roasted,  and  probably  a  dispute  about  that. 
M  He  did  not  approve  of  late  marrisgss,  observing 
that  moie  was  lost  in  point  of  time,  than  compen- 
asted  for  by  any  possible  advantages.  Even  ill- 
assorted   mairiagea  were  preforahle  to  cheerless 


*<  Of  old  Sheridan  he  remarked,  that  he  neither 
wanted  parte  nor  literature;  but  that  his  vanity 
and  Quixotism  obscund  his  BMrit& 

**  He  aaid,  foppery  was  never  cured ;  it  was  the 
bed  sfamina  of  the  mind,  which,  like  those  of  the 
body,  were  never  sectified:  once  a  coxcomb,  and 

•<  fieing  told  that  Gilbert  Cooper  called  him  the 
Caliban  of  literatuie.  «  Well,'  said  he^  *  Imust  dub 
him  the  Punchinello.*  * 

*•  Speaking  of  the  old  Earl  of  Cork  and  Orrery, 
he  said,  *  That  man  spent  his  lift  in  catehing  at  an 
object  (literary  eminence),  which  he  had  not  power 
to  grasp.* 

**  To  find  a  substitution  for  violated  morality,  he 
said,  was  the  leading  feature  in  all  perversions  of 


**  He  often  used  to  quote,  with  great  pathos, 
thooe  fine  lines  of  Viigil :  — 

*  Optima  quaque  dies  miseris  mortalibus  svi 
Prima  fngit ;  subeunt  morbi,  tristiaqueseneetus, 
£t  labor,  et  dune  rapit  inclementia  mortis.** 

a  a  larea  lubacription,  to  undertake  a  ooOation  of  all  the 
direwllSS.  of  the  Old  Tertament.    The  ftnt  voliune  of 


Us  learned  Ubour  was,  however,  not  pobUahed  till  1776 ;  and 
the  aeoond,  with  a  general  diatertation,  completed  the  work 
783.    He  waa  Raddlflb  librarian,  and  canon  of  Christ 


bilTBS. 
Cfattich ; 


In  which  cathedral  he 


borlsd  In  1783.— 


■  Perhaps  a  misprint  for' 

7  John  Gilbert  Cooper,  Eaq^  anthor  of  a  good  deal  of  pmae 
and  Tsrie,  hot  beat  known  aa  the  author  of  a  Life  of  So> 
cratei,  and  a  cooaequeot  dispute  with  Bfahop  Warburton. 
Cooper  waa  In  penon  short  and  squab ;  hence  Johnson's 
alkiaion  to  JNiwf*.    He  died  in  1769.  —  Csoasa. 

>     In  youth  alone  unhappy  mortals  live. 
But  ah  I  the  mlafatjrbiiaa  \m  Aigitive. 
IMseoIeurtd  slduMss,anklous  labours  come. 
And  age  and  daath'a  Inevitable  doom. 

Oeor.  ilLflS—Dtyd^ C. 


220 


BOSWELL'S  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON, 


1770. 


**  Speaking  of  Homer,  whom  he  venerated  as  the 
prince  of  poets  \  Johnson  remarked,  that  the  advice 
given  to  Diomed  '  by  his  father,  when  he  sent  htm 
to  the  Trojan  war,  was  the  noblest  exhortation  that 
could  be  instanced  in  any  heathen  writer,  and  com- 
prised in  a  single  line :  — 

whieh,  if  I  recollect  well,  is  translated  by  Dr. 
Clarke  thus ;  —  temper  appeiert  prtutantiuimaf  tt 
omniinu  alitt  anteeeUere, 

*'  He  observed,  *  it  was  a  most  mortifying  re- 
flection for  any  man  to  consider,  what  he  had  done, 
compared  with  what  he  mipht  ha»e  done.* 

**  He  said  few  people  had  intellectual  resources 
-sufficient  to  forego  the  pleasures  of  wine.  They 
could  not  otherwise  contrive  bow  to  fill  the  interval 
between  dinner  and  supper. 

**  He  went  with  me,  one  Sunday,  to  hear  my  old 
master,  Gregory  Sharpe  ',  preach  at  the  Temple. 
In  the  prefiitory  prayer,  Sharpe  ranted  about  Ii6«riy, 
as  a  blessing  most  fervently  to  be  implored,  and  its 
continuance  prayed  for.  Johnson  observed,  that  our 
liberty  was  in  no  sort  of  danger:  — he  would  have 
done  much  better  to  pray  against  our  HeetUiomemeu. 

**  One  evening  at  Mrs.  Montagu's,  where  a 
splendid  company  had  assembled,  consisting  of  the 
most  eminent  literary  characters,  I  thought  be 
seemed  highly  pleased  with  the  respect  and  atten- 
tion that  were  shown  him,  and  asked  him,  on  our 
return  home,  if  he  was  not  highly  gratified  by  his 
visit.  *  No,  Sir,'  said  he, '  not  highly  gratified;  yet 
I  do  not  recollect  to  have  passed  many  evenings 
with  fewer  obfeetion$.* 

**  Though  of  no  high  extraction  himself,  he  had 
much  respect  for  birth  and  family,  especially  among 
ladies.  He  said,  'adventitious  aocompUsbments 
may  be  possessed  by  all  ranks ;  but  one  may  easily 
distinguish  the  bom  gentlewoman,* 

**  He  said,  *  the  poor  in  England  were  better  pn^ 
vidcd  for  than  in  any  other  country  of  the  same 
extent:  he  did  not  mean  little  cantons,  or  petty 
republics.  Where  a  great  proportion  of  the  people,* 
said  he,  *  are  suffered  to  languish  in  helplev  misery, 
that  country  must  be  ill  policed,  and  wretchedly 
governed:  a  decent  provision  for  the  poor  is  the 
true  test  of  civilisation.  Gentlemen  of  education,* 
he  observed,  <  were  pretty  much  the  same  in  all 
countries ;  the  condition  of  the  lower  orders,  the 
poor  especially,  was  the  true  mark  of  national  dia- 
erimination.* 


>  JohnMo'a  utuat  •m1,  at  on«  time  of  hit  life,  vss  a  bead 
of  Homer,  snd  at  another,  a  head  of  Auguftut,  a«  appear* 
fyom  the  enreloppt  of  hit  letters.  —  Cbokbb. 

>  Dr.  Maxweil'i  memorir  hiu  dec4>iTed  him.  Glaueas  te 
the  perion  who  receiTed  tiiU  countel ;  and  Clarke's  trani- 
ladon  of  the  pacsage  (U.  rl.  L  aoA  )  la  as  follows:—**  Ui 
semper  forU'uime  rem  gererem,  el  mprrior  Ptrtmte  et$em 
•Mm.  —  J.  BoswiLL.  Jun.    Pope's  version  Is  — 

"  To  tUmdtkeJirit  im  worth  a*  in  command,"  —  CaoKia. 

>  Gresorj  Sharpe.  D.D.  F.R.S.  and  F.A.S.,  bom  In  1711. 
He  pubiUhed  some  rellirlous  works,  and  sereral  critical 
Essafi  on  the  Hebrew,  Greek,  and  Latin  Unfruages.  Max- 
well calls  him  his  old  master,  because  Sharpe  was  Master 
of  the  Temple  when  Maxwell  was  aulstant  preacher.  He 
diedlnini.— CsoKBB. 

*  Dr.  John  Browne,  bom  In  171S ;  A.B.  of  8c.  John*i. 
Cambridge.  In  1735.  and  D.D.  In  \7M ;  besides  his  celebrated 
"  Estimate  of  the  Manners  and  Principles  of  the  Times,"  — 
a  work  which.  In  one  year,  ran  throuan  seven  editions,  and 
Is  now  forgotten.— and  seteral  religious  and  miscellaneous 
works,  he  was  the  aothor  of  two  tragedies,  **  Barbarossa  " 
"  Atbelstao."  He  was  a  man  of  considerable,  but  Irregular 
•  { and  died  taMaae.by  hit  own  band,  la  17e6.-Caoata. 


**  When  the  eom  laws  were  in  agitation  in  Ire- 
land, by  which  that  coimtry  has  been  enabled  not 
only  to  feed  itself,  but  to  export  com  to  s  Urge  i 
amount.  Sir  Thomas  Robinson  observed,  tbst  thoie 
laws  might   be  prejudicial  to  the  cora-tnide  of 
England.     •  Sir  Thomas,'  said  he,  *  yoa  ulk  the  I 
language  of  a  savage :  what.  Sir,  would  you  preteot  ' 
any  people  from  feeding  themselves,  if  by  any  hooest  ■ 
means  they  can  do  it?' 

"  It  being  mentioned,  that  Garrick  sssisted  Dr. 
Browne  S  the  author  of  the  *  Estimate.*  in  some 
dramatic  composition,  *  No»  Sir,'  said  JobnsoD ;  'be  i 
would  no  more  suffer  Garrick  to  write  a  line  in  bU  ; 
play,  than  he  would  suffer  him  to  mount  bb  pulpit.' 

**  Speaking  of  Burke,  he  said  *  It  was  commonly 
observed  he  spoke  too  often  in  parliament ;  but  no* 
body  could  sav  be  did  not  speak  well,  thuugh  too 
frequently  and  too  &miltarly.'* 

**  Speaking  of  economy,  be  retnarked,  it  vat 
hardly  worth  while  to  save  anxiously  twenty  pounds 
a  year.  If  a  man  could  save  to  that  degree,  so  as 
to  enable  bim  to  assume  a  different  ratik  in  society, 
then,  indeed,  it  might  answer  some  purpose. 

**  He  observed,  a  principal  source  of  erroDcous 
judgment  was  viewing  things  partially  and  ooW  oo 
one  ride  ;  as  for  instance,  forinne'hmntere^  wbco  tbtr 
contemplated  the  fortunes  eintfiy  and  aeparaUh,  it 
was  a  dazsling  and  tempting  object ;  but  when  tWy 
came  to  possess  the  wives  and  their  fortunes  toofthn, 
they  began  to  suspect  they  had  not  made  quite  to 
good  a  bargain. 

••  Speaking  of  the  late  Duke  of  NortbnmberUnd* 
living  very  magnificently  when  Lord  Ueutensnt  </ 
Ireland,  somebody  remarked,  it  would  be  difficu'i 
to  find  a  suitable  successor  to  him :  '  Then,'  ri- 
claimed  Johnson,  *Ae  it  only  fit  to  eueteed  kimtt'}.' 

*•  He  advised  me,  if  posatblc,  to  have  a  gooo 
orchard.  He  knew,  he  said,  a  clergy  man  of  smiil 
income,  who  brousht  up  a  fismily  very  rcpuubU. 
which  he  chiefiy  fed  with  apple  dumplings. ' 

**  He  said  he  had  known  several  good  tcUiljr* 
among  the  Irish  gentlemen ;  but  scarcely  sny  o' 
them  correct  in  ^nantitg.  He  es tended  the  ame 
observation  to  ScotLnd. 

"  Speaking  of  a  certain  prelate  *,  who  exerted 
himself  very  laudably  in  building  churches  and  p*'- 
soiuige  houses ;  '  however,'  aaid  he,  *  I  do  not  tind 
that  he  is  esteemed  a  roan  of  much  pro(e«sis.««i 
learning,  or  a  liberal  patron  of  it ;  ^yet,  it  i«  «!•' 
where  a  man  possesses  any  strong  poutive  cxceilcflec. 
Few  have  all  kinds  of  merit  belonging  to  tbe.r 


*  Mr.  Bnrke  came  Into  parliameoc  In  1765.  ~  Csoao 


•  Sir  Hugh   Smithson,'  who.  by   hit   marriage  «  '*  ^** 
daughter  of  A  Igemon.  last  Duke  of  S<imer«et.  of  th^i    r 
became  second  B«rl  of  Northumberland  of  the  ne«  rf  ■  ■ 
was  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  fron  170  to  I7*>^  .  i  »  «*• 
created  a  duke  In  1766.    1  suppose  Johnson's  i"-  *"•*  *** 
meant  as  an  lUhemicism^  imiuted  At>m  TbcotMJU  •  i   ' 
bratsd  blunder.  In  the  U%*i  B«li». 

**  Kone  but  himself  can  be  hit  parallel  •  ** 
which,  howerer,  Warton  discovered  lo  ba  Itaelf  brrr(*«*< 
fron  8«n«ea*s  Heremlet  F^rem  — 

^.~**Queris  Alrlda  parcm  ? 

Nemo,  niso  Ipse."  I.  M.  C»<-sta 

7  This  scetat  strange    I  suppoaa  I>r.  Mawell.  at  r  ' 
terral  of  sq  many  fears,  did  not    pwrfectly   rer*  M^t  I' 
Johnson's  statement.—  Ctosra. 

■  Probably  Dr.  Kichard  Robinson.  Arrhbtshof*  of  A*""'  * 
and  Primate  of  Ireland  from  176A  to  179&.     He  w«t  •  ' 
Lord  Rokebr  In  1777,  with  remainder  to  the  lt«uf   ■ 
cousin,  Mjtttnew  Robinson,  of  Weal  Layton.     lie  h-  "  •* 
Is  called  Canterbury  Gale,  and  thw  adjaeeul  •iMdra.^'t,  is 
Chrlat  Church,  Oamd.  —  CaoKaa. 
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diaiaeter.  We  must  not  examine  matters  too  deeply, 
i  No,  Sir»  ^/tUtAle  being  wiU /aii Momewkert.* 
>  **  Talking  of  the  Irish  elergy,  be  said,  *  Swift  was 
a  man  of  great  parts,  and  the  instrument  of  much 
good  to  his  country.  Berkeley  was  a  profound 
scholar,  as  well  as  a  man  of  fine  imagination  ;  but 
Usher,'  he  said,  'was  the  great  luminary  of  the 
Irish  church  :  and  a  greater,'  he  added,  <  no  church 
could  hoast  of;  at  least  in  modem  tiroes.* 

**  We  dined  tiU-d-tite  at  the  MiUe,  as  I  was  pre- 
paring to  return  to  Ireland,  after  an  absence  of 
many  years.     I  r^pretted  much  leaving  London, 
where  I  had  formed  many  agreeable  connections : 
*  Sir,'  said  he,  *  I  doo*t  wonder  at  it :  no  man,  fond 
)    of  letters,  leaves  London  without  regret.     But  re- 
I    member.  Sir,  you  have  seen  and  enjoyed  a  great 
deal ;  —  you  have  seen  life  in  its  highest  decorations, 
•    and  the  world  has  nothing  new  to  exhibit.    No  man 
is  to  well  qualified  to  leave  public  life  as  he  who 
has  long  tried  it  and  known  it  well.  We  are  always 
,    hankering  after  untried  situations,  and  imagining 
I    greater  felicity  from  them  than  they  can  afford. 
No,  Sir,  knowledge  and  virtue  may  be  acquired  in 
all  countries,  and  your  local  consequence  will  make 
you  some  amends  for  the  intellectual  gratifications 
you  retiiiquish.'      Then  he  quoted  the  following 
lines  with  great  pathos :  — 

**  *  He  who  has  early  known  the  pomps  of  state* 
(For  things  unknown  *t  is  ignorance  to  con- 
j  demn;) 

I  And  after  having  view'd  the  gaudy  bait. 

Can  boldly  say,  the  trifle  I  contemn  ; 
With  tach  a  one  contented  could  I  live, 
Contented  could  I  die.* ' 

■*  He  then  took  a  most  affecting  leave  of  me ; 
(aid,  be  knew  it  was  a  point  of  daUy  that  called  me 
away.  — '  We  shall  all  be  sorry  to  lose  you,*  said 
he:  *  kntdo  tamem:  " 


*  BeteadcslroQt  to  trace  tbcievsrflas  to  the  fountain  head, 
after  having  in  vain  turned  over  several  of  our  elder  poet* 
wjtk  the  hope  of  UgbUiig  <m  them,  1  applied  to  Dr.  Maxwell, 
Bov  ivtldent  at  Bath,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  their 
nt  tliat  gentlemaii  could  ftimlih  no  aid  on  this 
At  leogth  the  lines  have  been  discovered  bj  the 
Mcond  son,  Mr.  James  BosweU,  in  the  London 
for  July  173%,  where  they  form  part  of  a  poem  on 

there  published  anonymously,  but  in  fact  (as  be 

aftowards  found)  copied,  with  tome  slight  variations,  from 
oae  of  Walsh's  smaller  poems,  entitled  ** The  Ketirvment ;  ** 
asri  they  exhibit  another  proof  of  what  has  been  elsewhere 
~  by  the  author  of  the  work  before  us,  that  Johnson 
io  his  memory  frairments  of  obscure  or  neglected 
peetry.  In  quoting  verses  of  that  description,  he  appears  by 
a  slight  deviauon  to  have  sometfanes  given  them  a  moral  turn, 
aad  to  have  dexterously  adapted  them  to  his  own  sentiments, 
vhcfe  the  origf oal  had  a  verv  diflbrent  tendency.  Thus,  in 
instance  (as  Mr.  J.  Boswell  observes  to  me),  "  the 
of  the  poMm  above  mentioned  exhibits  himself  as 
retired  to  the  country,  to  avoid  the  vain  follies  of  a 
lie.— >  ambition,  avariee,  and  the  pursuit  of  pleasure, 
with  the  etOoyments  of  the  country,  and  the 
dcfigbtftil  eooTOsation  that  the  brooks,  ke.  furnish ;  which  he 
haidsto  be  tatoltelj  more  pleasing  and  instructive  than  any 
vhich  towns  aflbrd.  He  is  then  led  to  consider  the  weakness 
of  flw  bomaa  mfaid,  and,  after  lamentinK  that  be  (tbi;  writer,) 
vho  ia  sKitlMT  enslaved  by  avarice,  ambition,  or  pleasure, 
hhiMelf  a  slave  to  toer,  be  thus  proceeds  t  — 


*  It  this  dire  panlon  never  will  be  gone. 

If  beauty  alwavs  must  my  heart  enthral, 
OtTatber  uet  me  oe  conlhied  by  ome, 
Tlua  madly  thus  become  a  clave  to  all : 

*  One  wAo  kas  earlif  known  the  pomp  ofttatc 

(Pkrrtkia^  unknown  *  tit  ignorance  to  eoniemm)^ 
And,  t^glrr  aaemg  vir v*tf  tkr  gmtdy  bait, 
Cttn  coldly  sagr.  the  trifle  J  contemns 


CHAPTER  XXV. 
1771. 

*<  Pamphlet  on  Falkland' t  Island*.** —  George  Gren~ 
ifiUe.  — >  JiiniiM.  —  Design  ofhrivging  Johnson  into 
Parliament  —  Mr,  Strahan.  —  Lord  North,  — 
Mr.  Flood.  —  BonoeWe  Marriage,  —  Vigit  to 
lAchfidd  and  Aehbowme,  —  Dr.  BeaUie.  —  Lord 
Monboddo. —  St,  Kilda,  —  Scote  Church,  —  Second 
Sight,  —  The  ThiH^-nine  Article*.  _  Thirtieth 
ofjannarg,  —  Royal  Marriage  Act,  —  Old  Fa- 

miliee.  —  Minuekry,  —  Foote,  —  Mr,  Peyton 

Origin  of  Languages,  —  Irish  and  Gaelic,  — 
Flogging  at  Schools,  —  Lord  Mansfield,  —  Sir 
Gilbert  ElHoi, 

III  1771  he  published  another  political  pam- 
phlet, entitled  ^^  Thoughts  on  the  late  Trans- 
actions respecting  Falkland's  Islands,"  in  which, 
upon  materials  mmbhed  to  him  by  ministry, 
and  uDon  general  topics,  expanded  in  his  rich 
style,  ne  successfully  endeavoured  to  persuade 
the  nation  that  it  was  wise  and  laudable  to 
suffer  the  auestion  of  right  to  remain  un- 
decided, rather  than  invcMve  our  country  in 
another  war.  It  has  been  suggested  by  some, 
with  what  truth  I  shall  not  t^e  upon  me  to 
decide,  that  he  rated  the  consequence  of  those 
islands  to  Great  Britain  too  low.  But  however 
this  may  be,  every  humane  mind  must  surely 
applaud  the  earnestness  with  which  he  averted 
the  calamity  of  war ;  a  calamity  so  dreadful, 
that  it  is  astonishiog  how  civilised,  nay, 
Christian  nations,  can  deliberately  continue  to 
renew  it.    His  description  of  its  miseries,  in 


*  In  her  blest  arms  contented  eouU  JUve^ 

Contented  oomld  I  die.    But  O,  my  mind. 
Imaginary  scenes  of  bliss  deceive 
With  hopes  of  Joys  hapossible  to  find.* " 

Another  instance  of  Johnson's  retaining  in  his  memory 
verses  by  obscure  authors  is  given  post^  Aug.  27. 1773. 

In  the  autumn  of  178S,  when  he  was  at  Brighthelmstone, 
he  fluently  accompanied  Mr.  Philip  Meccalfe  in  his  chaise, 
to  take  the  air ;  and  the  conversation  in  one  of  their  excur. 
sions  happening  to  turn  on  a  celebrated  historian,  [no 
doubt  Gibbon],  since  deceased,  he  repeated,  with  great  pre- 
cision, some  verses,  as  very  characteristic  of  that  gentleman. 
These  fbrnish  another  proof  of  what  has  been  above  ob- 
served ;  for  they  are  found  in  a  very  obscure  quarter,  among 
some  anonymous  poems  appendmi  to  the  second  volume  of 
a  collection  frequently  printed  by  Lintot,  under  the  title 
of  *' Pope's  MIsoeUanles:"— 

'*  See  how  the  wand'ring  Danube  flows. 
Realms  and  religions  parting ; 
A  fHend  to  all  true  christian  foes, 
To  Peter,  Jack,  and  Martin. 

"  Now  Protestant,  and  Papist  now. 
Not  constant  long  to  either. 
At  length  an  infidel  does  grow. 
And  ends  his  journey  neither. 

**  Thns  many  a  vouth  I  've  known  set  out. 
Half  Protestant,  half  Papist, 
And  rambling  long  the  world  about, 
Turn  infidel  or  atheist.*' 

In  reciting  these  verses,  I  have  no  doubt  that  Johnson  sub- 
stituted some  word  for  iiifldel  [perhaps  Afiwjtf/tifafi]  in  the 
secoud  stanxa,  to  avoid  the  disagreeable  repetition  of  the 
same  expression —  Malonk. 


222 


BOSWELL'S  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


1771. 


J 


this  pamphlet,  is  one  of  the  finest  pieces  of 
eloquence  in  the  English  languafi^e.  Upon  this 
occasion,  too,  we  find  Johnson  lashing  tne  party 
in  opposition  with  unbounded  severitj,  and 
making  the  fullest  use  of  what  he  ever  reckoned 
a  most  effectual  argumentative  instrument, — 
contempt.  His  character  of  their  very  able 
mysterious  champion,  Junius,  is  executed  with 
all  the  force  of  his  genius,  and  finished  with  the 
highest  care.  He  seems  to  have  exulted  in 
sallyinff  forth  to  single  combat  against  the 
boasted  and  formidable  hero,  who  bade  defiance 
to  **  principalities  and  powers,  and  the  rulers 
of  thM  work" » 

This  pamphlet,  it  is  obserrable,  was  softened 
in  one  particular,  after  the  first  edition;  for 
the  conclusion  of  Mr.  Grcorge  6renTille*8  cha- 
racter stood  thus :  ^*  Let  him  not,  howeyer,  be 
depreciated  in  his  graye.  He  had  powers  not 
umyersalljr  possessed :  could  he  haye  enforced 
payment  of  the  Manilla  ransom,  he  could  have 
counted  if."  Which,  instead  of  retaining  its 
sly  sharp  point,  was  reduced  to  a  mere  fiat  un- 
meaning expression,  or,  if  I  may  use  the  word, — 
tndem :  *'  He  had  powers  not  tmiyersally  pos- 
sessed :  and  if  he  sometimes  erred,  he  was  like- 
wise sometimes  right.*' 

JOHNSON  TO  LANGTON. 


« 


**  March  ».  1771. 

DxAE  Sib,  —  After  much  lingering  of  my  own, 
and  much  of  the  ministry,  I  have,  at  length,  got 
out  mj  paper.  But  delay  ii  not  yet  at  an  end. 
Not  many  had  been  dispersed,  before  Lord  North 
ordered  the  sale  to  stop.  His  reasons  I  do  not 
distinctly  know.  You  may  try  to  find  them  in  the 
perusal.  Before  his  order,  a  suAeicnt  mimbcr 
were  dispersed  to  do  all  the  misehief,  though, 
perhaps,  not  to  make  all  the  sport  that  might  be 
expected  from  it. 

Soon  after  your  departure,  I  had  the  pleasure 


u 


1  He  often  (mjs  Mra.  Plossl)  deHghted  Us  hnsgliuition 
with  the  Uioufhta  of  havini  destrojed  Junliu.  One  day  I 
had  recelTod  a  remarkaUy  floe  Stilton  cheeie  as  a  prcaent 
f^om  some  person  who  bad  packed  and  directed  It  carefully, 
but  wlthoat  mentioning  whence  it  came.  Mr.  Thrale,  de- 
•iroat  to  know  who  they  were  obliged  to,  saked  every  fHeod 
ai  they  came  to,  but  nobody  ownM  It.  **  Depend  upon  It, 
Sir,*'  sayi  Johnaon,  **it  waa  sent  by  Jumha.'*^Cuom9^ 

s  Probably  a  canal.  In  which  Mr.  Lsngton  waa,  and  his 
family  Ii,  I  beUere,  still  interested.  What  the  dangar  was  la 
not  now  recollectad.  ^  CaoBsa.       

*  Mr.  Ltngtoo  married.  May  M.  1770,  Jane  Lloyd,  widow 
of  John,  eighth  Barl  of  Rothes,  who  died  to  1767 —  Malokb. 
It  was,  Mr.  Chalmers  told  me,  a  saying  about  that  tlma, 
"  Married  a  CotaUeu  Dowagtr  qf  HoAett  Wkg,  MVff 
bod^  mtarriet  m  CoumUu  Dowager  qf  Roike$l  '*  And  there 
were,  in  fact,  abont  177S.  three  ladles  of  that  name  married 
to  second  hosbends.  Mary  Lloyd,  married  to  Mr.  Langton  i 
Jane  Maltlaad.  widow  of  John,  ntoth  Bart  of  Rothes,  married 
the  HoDOurable  P.  Maltland,  seventh  son  of  the  sixth  Barl  of 
Ijinderdalet  and  Ladj  Jane  Leslie,  Coontesa  of  Roches, 
widow  of  John  Raymond  Evelyn,  Baq.,  rsaBarrled  to  Sir 
Lucas  Pcpys. — Caoasa. 

*  The  Hermit  of  Warkworth  {  London,  1771,  4to.— 

P.  Ct'KNIMOBAll. 

*  Robert  Nugent,  an  Irish  gentleman,  who  married  the 
sittrr  and  helrea  of  Secretary  Cragn.  Ho  waa  created,  in 
1707.  Baron  Nugent  and  Viscount  Clare,  and  in  1777.  Earl 
Nugent.  His  only  daughter  nurrled  the  first  Marauls  of 
DucklnghAin.  on  whose  second  son  the  title  of  Baron  Nugent 
devolved.  Lord  Nu{;eot  wrote  some  odeaand  light  pieem. 
wbu-h  had  some  merit  and  a  great  vocoa.  He  died  In  ITtS. 
GoUtmith  addrrued  to  him  hit  liveTj  verses  called  '*  The 
llauoch  of  Venison."    The  charactars  eahibltcd  to  this  piaoe 


of  finding  all  the  danger  pnat  with  which  your 
navigation  was  threatened.'  I  hope  nothing  hap- 
pens at  home  to  abate  your  satisfaction ;  but  that 
Lady  Rothes  *,  and  Mrs.  Langton  and  the  young 
ladies,  are  all  well. 

«« I  was  last  night  at  the  Club,  Dr.  Percy  has 
written  a  long  ballad*  in  many>ECs;  it  is  pretty 
enoi^lL  He  has  printed,  and  will  soon  poblisb  it. 
Goldsmith  k  at  Bath,  with  Lord  Clare.*  At  Mr. 
Tbrale*s,  where  I  am  now  writing,  all  aee  well  I 
am,  dear  Sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

•*Sax.  JomMnr."' 

Mr.  Stnhnn,  the  printeft  who  had  been  looji^  | 
in  intimacy  with  Johnson,  in  the  courte  of  ha   , 
literarr  labours,  who  was  at  once  his  friendly 
agent  n  receiyinff  his  pension  for  him,  and  hn 
ranker  in  supplymg  him  with  money  when  be 
wanted  it ;  who  was  himself  now  a  member  of 
parliament,  and  who  loved  much  to  be  cm- 
ployed  in  political  negotiation;    thought  he 
should  do  eminent  service,  both  to  govcni- 
ment  and  Johnson,  if  he  could  be  the  means  of 
his  getting  a  seat  in  the  House  of  Commons. 
With  this  yiew,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  one  of  the 
Secretaries  of  the  Treasury '',  of  which  he  gaie 
me  a  copy  in  his  own  handwriting,  which  is  a< 
follows:— 

ME.  STRAHAN  TO 

"  New  Street,  March  SO.  1771. 

**  Sia,  —'  You  will  easily  reooUcct,  when  I  b.id 
the  honour  of  waiting  upon  you  some  time  a^o,  1 
took  the  liberty  to  observe  to  you,  that  Dr.  Jdimon 
would  make  an  ezoellent  figure  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  heartily  wished  he  had  a  seat  there. 
My  reasons  are  briefly  these : 

•*  I  know  his  perfect  good  affection  to  bis  Ma- 
jesty  and  his  government,  which  I  am  certain  b« 
wishes  to  support  by  every  means  in  his  power. 

**Ht  possesses  a  great  share  of  manly,  nerroiv, 
and  rady  eloquenee;   is  quick  in  disceraiag  the 


are  vsir  eemlc.  aad  were  no  doubt  drawn  frem  natare ;  fc. 
Goldsmith  oopit  In  have  confiMeed  that  he  had 
the  idea  and  eoase  of  the  details  ihim  Boileau.— C  ^ 

«  One  evening,  to  the  oratorio  saason  of  1771,  Mr.  1 
went  vrlth  Mrs.  Thrale  to  Covent  Garden ;  aB>i 
was  for  the  asoet  part  aa  esoeeding  had  ptof  h 
ntoo,  aa  his  nersoo  drew  people's  eves  v^aa  the 

loudness  of  ois  voice  made  it  dlncultto  heai  — , ,  — 

hbnseli;  ha  sat  sorpristogly  quiet,  and  she  dattervd  Iw-rw^ 
thai  ha  waa  Ustentog  lo  the  music    When  they  msS  tnma 
howavar,  ho  repealed  theao  verass,  which  he  aafal  he  k.«s 
*  atthaoraloiio:— > 

IV  TOXATBO. 


IS  vano  ooaiav  orhe  tastrl, 
theatralm  tlU,  Criaiia,  pc 
Imerstoa 


Tartlivanoi 

Sold 
uamdaesti 

Sera  voloptai ! 

Tsne  SMileart  Adibas  eaaoris  ? 
Tena  caalonmi  asodulls  atnperef 
Tsoo  par  pletas,  ocale  elegante. 


Rectlus  vivas :  sua  qulajoe^arpat 

Lotlhoa 

Loxns 

At  awl,  tttso 
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ftrength  and  woknev  of  an  argument ;  ean  czprets 
himself  with  deanuss  and  precision,  and  fears  the 
&ee  of  DO  man  alive. 

"  His  known  character,  aa  a  man  ol extraordinary 
snie  sod  unimpeached  virtue,  would  secure  him 
the  •ttention  of  the  House,  and  could  not  fail  to 
give  him  a  proper  weight  there. 

"  He  ti  capable  of  the  greatest  application,  and 
OS  undergo  soy  degpree  of  labour,  where  he  sees  it 
Mccfury,  and  where  his  heart  and  affections  arc 
*nnf\j  engaged.  His  Majesty's  ministers  might 
tbtrvibre  securely  depend  on  his  doing,  upon  every 
pspcr  occasion,  the  ntmoat  that  could  be  expected 
from  bim.  They  would  find  him  ready  to  viodi- 
mt  mch  measures  as  tended  to  promote  the 
aaUltt)'  of  government,  and  resolute  and  steady  in 
cwrying  them  into  execution.  Nor  is  any  thing 
to  be  ipprchended  from  the  supposed  impetuosity 
if  bis  temper.  To  the  friends  of  the  king  you  will 
fod  bim  s  lamb,  to  bis  enemies  a  lion. 

*  For  these  reasons  I  humbly  apprehend  that  he 
voqU  be  a  very  able  and  useful  member.  And  I 
•ill  veoturc  to  say,  the  employment  would  not  be 
<i^«((recBlde  to  him  ;  and  knowing,  as  I  do,  his 
Hn>.i;r  sflcction  to  the  king,  his  ability  to  serve 
hx  io  thst  eapacitf  •  and  the  extreme  ardour  with 
vhich  I  am  «Hiviaoed  he  would  engage  in  that 
«nin.,  I  must  repeat,  that  I  wish  most  heartily  to 
tti  Lim  ia  the  Uouae. 

*  If  you  think  this  worthy  of  attention,  you  will 
be  pleased  to  take  a  coDvcnicnt  opportunitv  of 
°«tioBi^  it  CO  tiord  North.  If  hia  lordship 
«a^  happily  approve  of  it,  I  aball  have  the 
*"^«tioa  of  having  been,  in  some  degree,  the 
^.ashlt  inotruacnt  oC  doing  my  country,  in  my 
*?><«•  a  very  aasantial  service.  I  know  your 
^»d.ttamrf,  and  your  teal  for  the  public  welfiire, 
'11  pUad  ray  excuse  for  giving  you  this  trouble. 
I  im,  with  the  greatest  respect,  Sr,  your  roost 
«>dicat  and  humble  fervent, 

<*  WtLUAK  SraABAK.** 

Tkii  reeommeDdation,  we  know,  was  not 
-^vtoal;  but  how,  or  for  what  reason,  can 
^}  be  conjectured.'  It  is  not  to  be  believed 
^  Mr.  Stnhan  wonld  have  applied,  unless 
i  iaaoB  had  approTed  of  it    I  never  heard 

n  mmtion  the  subject ;  but  at  a  later  period 
f  ^Ufc,  when  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  told  hhn 
'^  Mr.  Edanad  Btirke  had  said,  that  if  he 
-td  font  eirly  into  parliament,  he  certainly 
'  j)i  hare  teat  the  greatest  speaker  that 
^f  was  there,  Johnson  exdaimeo,  **  I  should 
*t  t^  try  my  hand  now." 


IJmS  Mr.  Thrals  made  a  IUm  attaaspC. 

of  alotr  eooevptions,  but  of  s  sound 

a  ""^'gn  of  brlofflni  Johnson  into 

sepMMs  that  be  nad  prerlously  d«- 

vtth  a  1^  ^aaUaeBttaB,  and  Mm- 

vflllsf  to  accept  the  trust.    Mr. 

(8  vltB  the  ssinlslar,  who,  at  flrtt. 

8  seat ;  biit«  wbatbar  npoe  eoa- 

fer  bis  parpooa,  or  thai  h* 

or  hit  sssistanca.  the  prajsrt 

Borod  at  thU  illssppahumtnt : 

la  tarois  of  severity.** 

^  that  it  was  epdarataod  aaaongst 

North  was  ^raM  thai  John. 

soM  or  Lord  Cbcstorflsld**)  arfe ht 

**    M   ■«-   ■  ^h«.i  1  tfc  im  alii 

aU,**thal,Uhaiha 


qeilo  as  likely  ta  trample  down 
**    Thu,  and  perhaps  some  dlssatU- 


It  has  been  much  agitated  among  his  friends 
and  others,  whether  he  would  have  been  a 
power^  speaker  in  parliament,  had  he  been 
Drought  in  when  advanced  in  life.  I  am  in- 
clined to  think  that  his  extensive  knowledge, 
his  quickness  and  force  of  mind,  his  vivacitj 
and  richness  of  expression,  his  wit  and  humour, 
and  above  all,  his  poignancy  of  sarcasm,  would 
have  had  a  great  effect  in  a  popular  assembly ; 
and  that  the  magnitude  of  nis  figure,  and 
striking  peculiarity  of  his  manner,  would  have 
fuded  Uie  effect.  But  I  remember  it  was  ob- 
served by  Mr.  Flood,  that  Johnson,  having 
been  lon^  used  to  sententious  brevity,  and  the 
short  flights  of  conversation,  might  have  failed 
in  that  continued  and  expanded  kind  of  argu- 
ment, which  is  requisite  m  stating  complicated 
matters  in  public  speaking ;  and,  aa  a  proof  of 
this,  he  mentioned  the  supposed  speeches^  in 
parliament  written  by  him  for  the  magazine, 
none  of  which,  in  his  opinion,  were  at  all  like 
real  debates.  The  opmion  of  one  who  was 
himself  so  eminent  an  orator,  must  be  allowed 
to  have  great  wdd^t  It  was  confirmed  by 
Sir  William  Scott  [Lord  Stowell],  who  men- 
tioned, that  Johnson  had  told  him  that  he  had 
several  times  tried  to  speak  in  the  Society  of 
Arts  and  Sciences,  but  ^  had  found  he  could 
not  get  on.** '  From  Mr.  'WHliam  Gerard  Hamil- 
ton I  have  heard,  that  Johnson,  when  observini; 
to  him  that  it  was  prudent  for  a  man  who  had 
not  been  accustomed  to  speak  in  public,  to 
beffin  his  speech  in  as  umple  a  manner  as  pos- 
siUe,  acknowledged  that  he  rose  in  that  society 
to  deliver  a  speech  which  he  had  prepared; 
'•  but,**  said  he,  *'  all  my  flowers  of  oratory  for- 
sook me."  I  however  cannot  help  wishing, 
that  he  had  ^^ tried  his  hand**  in  Parliament; 
and  I  wonder  that  ministry  did  not  make  the 
experiment. 

I  at  length  renewed  a  correspondence  which 
had  been  too  long  discontinuea :  — 

BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

**  Edlabargh,  April  18. 1771. 
Mr  DKAa  S»,  —  I  can  now  fully  understand 
those  interrals  of  silence  in  your  correspondence 
with  me,  which  bave  often  given  me  anxiety  and 
uneasiness ;  for  ahbough  I  am  conscious  that  my 
veneration  and  love  for  Mr.  Johnson  bave  never  in 


faction  with  Lord  Morth.  coaeomiar  the  Falldsiid  Islaeds 
panphlet,  may.  as  Hawkins  sogcasts,  have  gtven  Johnson 
that  disliko  that  ho  certainly  ftlt  towards  Lord  North. 
^Caoata. 

•  Dr.  KMs,  bowovsr.  ( JKof .  BHi.  art.  **  J.  Gilbert 
Goopar.**  |i.SS6.  n.  now  edit.)  says,  that  ho  "once  heard 
Dr.  Johasoo  speak  hi  the  Bodaty  of  Arts  and  Manufactures, 
upon  a  sohhet  ralaUva  to  laeebaDios,  with  a  propriety,  per- 
splfluttf ,  and  naargT,  whteh  aadlod  jeneral  admfrstloo/'  — 
Mamsib.  tcannotilvo  credit  to  Dr.  KlppU*saeeountafalBSt 


Johasaa's  own  ststsmaal,  voodiad  by  Lord  Stowell  and  Mr. 
Haasilten ;  Iwt  oven  If  wt  eonld,  one  apaoch  in  the  Society 
of  Arts  was  aotesl  of  what  lohnaoB  mifht  have  been  able  to 
do  te  parliameDt  i  and  It  may  ha  sospcctad  that,  at  the  aee  of 
sixty-two,  be,  with  all  his  talents,  would  have  Cdled  to 
acquire  that  pacttUar  tact  and  dexterity,  without  which  even 
■raist  afaUltlrs  do  not  saeoeod  In  that  very  testidioot  aasem- 
biy.  ^  CaoKBB. 
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the  lca«t  alwtcMl,  yet  I  have  deferred  for  aloiMt  a 
year  and  a  half  to  write  to  him.** 

In  the  subsequent  part  of  this  letter,  I  gave 
him  an  account  of  my  comfortable  life  as  a 
married  man  *  and  a  lawyer  in  practice  at  the 
Scotch  bar ;  invited  him  to  Scotland,  and  pro- 
mised to  attend  him  to  the  Highlands  and 
Hebrides. 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

**  London,  June  SOL  1771. 
*' DcAa  Sia, —  If  you  are  now  able  to  com- 
prehend that  I  might  neglect  to  write  without 
diminution  of  affection,  you  have  taught  me,  like- 
wise, how  that  neglect  may  be  uneasily  felt  without 
resentment.  I  wished  for  your  letter  a  long  time, 
and  when  it  came,  it  amply  recompensed  the  delay. 
I  never  was  so  much  pleased  as  now  with  your 
account  of  yourself;  and  sincerely  hope,  that 
between  public  business,  improving  studies,  and 
domestic  pleasures,  neither  melancholy  nor  caprice 
will  find  any  place  for  entrance.  Whatever 
philosophy  may  determine  of  material  nature,  it  is 
certainly  true  of  intelleetual  nature,  that  it  Man  a 
vacuum:  our  minds  cannot  be  empty;  and  evil 
will  break  in  upon  them,  if  they  are  not  pre- occu- 
pied by  good.  My  dear  Sir,  mind  your  studies, 
mind  your  bunncsa,  make  your  lady  happy,  and  be 
a  good  Christiao.    After  this, 


'iruiiiiam  iiwtehu 


*  Tradu  protervU  in  man  Cretieum 

•  Bortaretfentu.** 

**  If  we  peribrm  our  duty,  we  shall  be  lafe  and 
steady,  *  Sim  per,*  &c  whether  we  elimb  the  Hich- 
lands,  or  are  tossed  among  the  Hebrides ;  and  I 
hope  the  time  will  come  when  we  may  try  our 
powers  both  with  cltflfs  and  water.  I  see  but  little 
of  Lord  Elibank  ',  I  know  not  why  ;  perhaps  by 
my  own  fault.  I  am  this  day  going  into  Staflbrd- 
ahire  and  Derbyshire  for  six  weeks.*  I  am,  dear 
Sir,  your  moat  affectionate  and  most  humble 
servant,  Sam.  Johvsow.** 

[JOHNSON  TO  MRa  THRALE. 

(ExtracL) 

**  Ltekfldd.  Jane  SS.  1771. 
"  Last  night  I  came  safe  to  Uohfield ;  this  day 
I  was  visited  by  Mrs.  Cobb.  This  afternoon  I 
went  to  Mrs.  Ashtoo,  where  I  found  Miss 
T[urtoo],  and  vraited  on  her  borne.  Miss  T[urton] 
wears  spectacles,  and  can  hardly  climb  the  stiles. 
I  was  not  tired  at  all,  either  last  night  or  to-day. 


>  Mr.  Botv«ll  had  msrrM.  to  KovwatMr,  ITtt,  Mtet 
Margaret  MontcoBorle.  of  the  fballv  of  tho  Mootfomerie*  of 
Lalnihawa,  who  wcrs  bsrooets,  ana  clalmod  th«  poersfa  of 
Lyle.  Dr.  JotaoMn  Mvt  of  this  lailv  to  Mrs.  Thralo,  in  a 
l«tl«r  from  Auchlnlock,  Aofliut  A  1773 :  ^**  Un.  B.  has  the 
mien  and  maniMr  of  a  ganUewooun.  and  such  a  penoa  and 
mind  ai  would  not  in  aajr  plaes  cllber  be  sdmlrrd  or  con- 
dcmnod.  Sh«  U  In  a  proper  degree  inferior  to  her  husband : 
■be  cannot  rival  bin,  nor  can  be  evar  ba  sihsaiad  of  bar.*'  — 
Caoaaa. 

•  *• All  grief  nd  care 

Give  to  U»e  wanton  winds  to  bear 

Far  to  the  Cretan  tea.'*  Hor.  1.  SS.  —  Caoata. 


•  Patrick  Murray,  Iftb  Lord  Bllbvik.    He  bad  been 


ui 


Miss  Porter  is  very  kind  to  me.     Her  dog  and  ' 
cats  are  all  well.  * 

**Asbboame,Jalr3.1771. 
**Last  Saturday  I  came  to  Ashbourne  —  A»h- 
bourne  in  the  Peak.  Let  not  the  barren  name  of 
the  Peak  terrify  you  ;  I  have  never  wanted  straw- 
berries  and  cream.  The  great  bull  lias  no  disease 
but  age.    I  hope  in  time  to  be  like  the  great  bull." 

•«Ashboaroe.  Julj7.ini. 
"  Poor  Dr.  Taylor  is  ill,  and  under  my  govern. 
menc :  you  know  that  the  art  of  goveroment  is 
learned  by  obedience ;  I  hope  I  can  govern  verv 
tolerably.  The  old  rheumatism  is  come  again  into 
my  face  and  mouth,  but  nothing  yet  to  the  lum* 
bago ;  however,  having  so  long  thought  it  gone,  I 
do  not  like  its  return.  Miss  Porter  was  much 
pleased  to  be  mentioned  in  your  letter,  and  if  inn 
that  I  have  spoken  better  of  her  than  she  deserted. 
She  holds  that  both  Frank  and  his  master  are  much 
improved.  The  master,  she  says,  is  not  half  i« 
lounging  and  untidg  as  he  was ;  there  was  no  such 
thing  last  year  as  getting  him  off* his  ehair."* 

**  Ashboome;  Julf  8.  ini 
**  Dr.  Taylor  is  better,  and  is  gone  out  in  the 
chaise.  My  rheumatism  is  better  too.  I  v-tu'l 
have  been  glad  to  go  to  Hagley,  in  compUinoc 
with  Mr.  Lyttelton*s*  kind  invitation,  for,  bostdc 
the  pleasure  of  his  company,  I  should  have  had  tlic 
opportunity  of  recollecting  past  times,  and  waniirr. 
ing  per  montee  noioa*  ei  Jiumiua  aolo,  of  rccnllln; 
the  images  of  sixteen,  and  reviewing  my  conver* 
sations  with  poor  Ford.*  But  this  year  will  not 
bring  this  gratification  within  my  power.  I  pro* 
mised  Taylor  a  month.  Every  thing  is  done  hfrv 
to  please  me ;  and  his  health  is  a  strong  rei»i> 
against  dcsertioiL**  ] 

JOHNSON  TO  REYNOLDS, 

In  LeicetUr  FSddt. 

•*  Ashboaraa.  Joly  17. 1771 
"  Diaa  Sia,  —  When  I  came  to  Lichfield,  I 
found  that  my  portrait"  had  been  much  ^i^itei 
and  much  admired.  Every  man  has  a  lurking  vU.'i 
to  appear  considerable  in  hia  native  place ;  and  I 
was  pleased  with  the  dignity  eoofoncd  by  soct  • 
testimony  of  your  regard. 

**  Be  pleased,  therefore  to  aeeept  the  thanks  ^< 
Sir,  your  most  obliged,  and  moat  humble  servsnt, 

«  Sam.  JoMnwJt. 
«  Compliments  to  Miss  Reynolda,** 


BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

**  Bdloborgb,  Jutf  r  177). 
**  Mt  DBAa   Sia,  —  The     bearer  of  thi«.  Mr. 
Bcattie,  professor  of  moral  philoeophy  at  Aberdito. 

the  amy,  and  lenred  as  a  coloool  Id  tbo  eapcdliion  ■tu-'tt 


CarUiagcoa  in  1740.    He  •«•  a  man  of  wll 
wrote  iome  tract*  relatlre  to  tho  atatlsttc* 
ScotLind.    He  died  tn  1778.  at.  76.  —  Caoi 

*  I  have  hrre  extract fd  a*  u«aal 
excnrslun  from  th<«  letters  to  Mrs.  Thrmle. 

*  The  uncle  of  Lord  Ljttelton,  wlio  lived 
Caoaaa. 

*  Tku$  In  Mrs.  Pfosal*!  book — 
f  Cornelius  Ford,  hi«  mother's 
■  The  Mcood  portraH  of  Johnson, 

Rejmoldi ;  with  nli  arms  ralMd  and  hi 
at  Uiit  time,  it  Is  believed.  In  tbo 


oflita 


H«(lrr- 


Porter.  —  Maliims.    It  is 
Sutherland.  ~~  Caoaaa. 


brnt.    It  «<•■ 
<M  M-ss  I(«T 


now  tba  inupaitj  eC  the  l>uk( 


Mr.  62. 
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is  denrous  of  being  intrcMiuoed  to  your  jwquaintance. 
His  genius  and  leaming»  sod  labours  in  the  service 
•f  virtue  end  religion*  render  him  very  worthy  of  it ; 
and  as  he  has  a  high  esteem  of  your  charseter,  I 
hope  you  will  give  him  a  &vourable  reception.     I 

Jamxs  Boswkll.** 


[JOHNSON  TO  MR&  THRALE. 
(Sxtraei,) 
**  LicbSdd,  Sstarday,  Aug.  8.  ITTt 
**  Having  stayed  my  month  with  Taylor,  I  came 
away  on  Wednesday,  leaving  him,  I  think,  in  « 
dnposition  of  mind  not  very  uncommon,  at  once 
weary  of  my  stay,  and  grieved  at  my  departure. 
My  pnrpoee  was  to  have  made  haste  to  you  and 
Streatham ;  and  who  would  have  expected  that  I 
Aould  baTe  been  stopped  by  Lucy  ?  Hearing  me 
give  Francis  orders  to  take  our  places,  she  told  me 
that  I  should  not  go  till  after  next  week.  I  thought 
proper  to  comply ;  for  I  was  pleased  to  find  that  I 
eoold  piraw,  sod  proud  of  showing  you  that  I  do 
not  como  an  univmal  outcast.  Lucy  is  likewise  a 
very  peremptory  maiden ;  and  if  I  had  gone  with- 
out perminion,  I  am  not  very  sure  that  I  might 
have  been  welcome  at  another  time.*^ 

JOHNSON  TO  LANGTON, 

**  Aoffnit  99. 1771. 

**  Dkab  Sib, —  I  am  lately  returned  from  Sta^ 
fordshire  and  Derbyshire,  llie  last  letter  mentions 
two  others  which  you  have  written  to  me  since  you 
received  my  pamphlet.  O  these  two  I  never  had 
but  one,  in  which  you  mentioned  a  design  of 
visiting  Scotland,  and,  in  consequence,  put  my 
journey  to  Langton  out  of  my  thoughts.  My 
summer  wanderings  are  now  over,  and  I  am  en- 
gsging  in  a  very  great  work,  the  revision  of  my 
Dictionary ;  from  which  I  know  not,  at  present, 
how  to  get  loose.  If  you  have  observed,  or  been 
told,  any  errors  or  omissions,  you  will  do  me  a 
great  fiiTOUr  by  letting  me  know  them. 

**  Lady  Rothes,  I  find,  has  disappointed  you  and 
heiselll  Ladies  will  have  these  tricks.  The  Queen 
and  Mrs.  Thrale,  both  ladies  of  experience,  yet 
both  missed  their  reckoning  this  summer.  I  hope, 
a  few  months  will  recompense  your  uneasiness. 

**  Please  to  tell  I^dv  Rothes  how  highly  I  value 
^  honour  of  her  invitation,  which  it  is  my  pur- 
pose to  obey  as  soon  as  I  have  disengaged  myself. 
In  the  mean  time  I  shall  hope  to  hear  often  of  her 
ladyship,  and  every  day  better  news  and  better, 
tin  I  bear  that  you  have  both  the  happiness,  which 
to  both  is  very  sincerely  wished,  by,  Sir,  your  most 
sflectionate  and  most  bumble  servant, 

**  Sak.  Johksoji.'* 


la  October,  1771.  John  Bell,  Esq.  of  Hertfordthire,  a 

an  with  whom  be  had  malnUioed  a  long  and  strict 

lip,  bad  Um  misfortune  to  lo^e  his  wifp.  and  wUbed 

from  the  outlines  of  b«'  chanctor,  which  be  should 

and  his  own  knowledgo  of  her  worth,  to  compose  a 

faucription  for  her:  he  returned  the  husband 

for  tbe  eonfldence  be  placed  in  him.  and  acquitted 

'  of  tbo  ta»fc  In  a  fine  euloflum.  now  to  be  seen  In  the 

dMfch  of  WatiiDrd  in  Hertfordshire. — Hawknu.   See 

MS  —  CaoKSB. 

da  Bognrtb,  for  Ms  tomb  In   Chlswiek  ChurchTard. 

Mrs.  Plossrs  question  {tmii,  p.  4a.  n.  &)  why 


'a  cpitnh  oo    Ho|wrth_was  laewrred  to  John- 


stansas  (Ifrs.  Plossl  gives  but  one)  were, 
esiiy  an  aHenHion,  and  not  alsnijs,  1  think,  an  in- 


In  October  I  again  wrote  to  him,  thanking 
bim  for  hia  last  letter,  and  his  obliging  recep- 
tion of  Mr.  Beattie ;  informing  him  that  I  had 
been  at  Alnwick  lately,  and  hiul  good  accounta 
of  him  from  Dr.  Percy.^ 

[JOHNSON  TO  GARRICK. 

**  Streatham,  Dec. ».  mt. 

"^DsAE  Sib, — I  have  thought  upon  your  epitaph', 
but  without  much  effect.  An  epiuph  is  no  easy 
thing. 

**  Of  your  three  stansas,  the  third  is  utterly  un- 
worthy of  you.  The  first  and  third  together  give 
no  discriminative  character.  If  the  first  alone  were 
to  stand,  Hogarth  would  not  be  distinguished  from 
any  other  man  of  intellectual  eminence.  Suppose 
you  worked  upon  something  like  this: 

<*  The  Hand  of  Art  here  torpid  lies 

That  traced  the  essential  form  of  Grace : 
Here  Death  has  dosed  tbe  curious  eyes 
lliat  saw  the  manners  in  the  fiice. 

**  If  Genius  warm  thee.  Reader,  stay. 
If  Merit  touch  thee,  shed  a  tear ; 
Be  Vice  and  Dulness  far  away  t 

Great  Hogarth's  honour*d  dust  bhere.** 

"■In  your  second  stansa,  pidmred  mordU  is  a 
beautiful  eipression,  which  I  would  wish  to  retain  ^ 
but  /cans  and  aioKni  cannot  stand  for  rhymes.  Art 
and  naittn  have  been  seen  together  too  often.  In 
the  first  stansa  is  feeHnjft  in  Uie  second /m2.  Feeh 
ing  for  tendemen  or  tengibility  is  a  word  merely 
colloquial,  of  late  introduction,  not  yet  sure  enough 
of  its  own  existence  to  claim  a  place  upon  a  stone. 
If  thou  hati  neither,  is  quite  prose,  and  prose  of  the 
frmiliar  kind.  Thus  easy  is  it  to  find  fiiults,  but 
it  is  hard  to  make  an  Epitaph. 

**  When  you  have  reviewed  it,  let  me  see  it 
a^in :  you  are  welcome  to  any  help  that  I  can 
give,  on  condition  that  you  make  my  compliments 
to  Mrs.  Garriek.  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  most,  &c, 
—  MS,  •<  Sax.  Johvson.**] 

In  hia  religious  record  of  this  year  we  ob- 
serve that  he  was  better  than  usual,  both  in 
body  and  mind,  and  better  satisfied  wiUi  the 
regularity  of  his  conduct.  But  be  is  stiU 
^  tryine  his  ways"  too  rigorously.  He  charses 
himself  with  not  rising  early  enough;  yet  ne 
mentions  what  was  surely  a  sufficient  excuse 
for  this,  supposing  it  to  be  a  duty  seriously  re- 
quired, as  he  all  his  life  appears  to  hare  thought 
it: — ^One  great  hindrance  is  want  of  rest; 
mj  noctumiu  complaints  grow  less  trouble- 


provement,  of  Garrlck's,— who,  however,  took  Johnson's 
advice  in  suppressing  an  introdoctoiy  stansa,  and  certainly 
adopted  some  others  of  his  suggestions.  The  epitaph 
anally  appeared  in  Chiswick  Church  in  this  shape :  — 

Farewell,  great  painter  of  mankind. 
Who  reached  the  noblest  point  of  art ; 

Whose  pictured  morals  charm  the  mind. 
And  torough  the  eje  correct  the  heart. 

If  genius  fire  thee,  Reader,  stay; 

If  nature  touch  thee,  drop  a  tear  ; 
If  neither  more  thee,  turn  awajr. 

For  Il({garth*s  bonoored  dust  lies  here  I 

CaoKSB. 


ns 
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some  towards  morning ;  and  I  am  tempted  to 
repair  the  deficiencies  of  the  night.**  [jPr,  and 
Med,  p.  104.]  Alas!  how  hara  would  it  be, 
if  this  mdulp;ence  were  to  be  imputed  to  a  sick 
man  as  a  crime.  In  his  retrospect  on  the  ful* 
lowing  Easter-ere,  he  says^  ^  When  I  review 
the  last  year,  I  am  able  to  recollect  so  little 
done,  that  shame  and  sorrow,  though  perhaps 
too  weakly,  come  upon  me.**  [p*  109.J  Hod 
he  been  judging  of  any  one  else  in  the  same 
circumstances,  how  clear  would  he  have  been 
on  the  farourable  side.  How  very  difficult, 
and  in  my  opinion  almost  constitutionally  im- 
possible, It  was  for  him  to  be  raised  early,  eren 
by  the  strongest  resolndons,  appears  from  a 
note  in  one  of  his  little  paper-books  (contain- 
ing words  arranged  for  his  Dictionary),  written, 
I  suppose,  about  1753 :  —  ^*  I  do  not  remember 
that,  since  I  left  Oxford,  I  ever  rose  early  by 
mere  choice,  but  once  or  twice  at  Edial,  and 
two  or  three  times  for  the  Rambler.**  *  I  think 
he  had  fair  ground  enough  to  have  quieted  his 
mind  on  the  subject,  by  concluding  that  lie 
was  physically  incapable  of  what  is  at  best  but 
a  commodious  regulation. 

In  1772  he  was  altogether  quiescent  as  an 
author ;  but  it  will  be  found,  from  the  various 
evidences  which  I  shall  bring  together,  that  his 
mind  was  acute,  lively,  and  vigorous. 


JOHNSON  TO  REYNOLDS. 

•'  Feb.  S7. 1 775. 
*'  DaAa  Sir,—  Be  pleased  to  send  to  Mr.  Banks, 
whose  place  of  retidenee  I  do  not  knov,  this  note, 
which  1  bare  sent  open,  that,  if  yoa  please,  you  may 
read  it.  When  you  send  it,  do  not  use  your  own 
seaL     I  am,  Sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

**SAif.  JoawsoN.** 

JOHNSON  TO  MR.  BANK& 

**  Johnson*!  Court,  Fleet  Street,  Feb.  27. 1771 


**  Perpctua  ambit4  bia  terrA  prannia  laetia 
Hce  habet  akrict  Capra  seeunda  Jovis.**" 

<*Stn,  —  I  return  thanks  to  you  and  to  Dr. 
Solandcr,  lor  the  pleasure  which  1  received  in  yes. 
terday*S  ooovefsation.  I  oould  not  racoUect  a 
motto  ibr  your  Goat,  but  have  given  her  one.  Tou, 
Sir,  may  perhaps  have  an  epao  poem  from  some 
happier  pen  than,  Sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

"Sam.  Jomisoii.** 

BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

**  Mt  Dsaa  Sta,  ^^  It  ia  hard  that  I  eamioC  pre* 
vail  on  you  to  write  to  me  oftener.  But  I  am 
eoovineed  that  it  ia  in  vain  to  expeet  from  you  a 
private  eorrespondeoee  with  any  regularity.  I 
must,  therefore,  look  upon  you  aa  a  fountain  of 
wisdom,  from  whence  few  rilla  are  eommunicated  to 


1  And  "  for  the  Rambler/*  it  cooM  bardlr  hSTe  bcra  **  br 
mere  choice."  —  Caoasa. 

s  Tbut  trsnilatcd  by  a  fHead :  ~ 

**  In  fsmr  icarte  Mcmid  to  the  nnrn^  of  Jove. 
This  Goal,  wbo  twice  the  world  h^d  travrrted  round. 


a  distance,  and  which  mitst  be  approaehsd  at  its* 
source,  to  partake  folly  of  its  Tirtues. 

**  I  am  coming  to  London  soon,aadamtoapp(sr 
in  an  appeal  from  the  Court  ef  Session  in  the 
House  of  Lords.    A  schoolmaster  ia  Scotland  wai, 
by  a  court  of  inferior  jurisdiction,  deprived  of  his 
office,  for  being  somewhat  aevere  in  the  cbaitiie. 
ment  of  his  scholars.      Tlie  Coutt  of  SsHoa,  cod- 
sidering  it  to  be  dangeroua  to  the  interest  of  Inm- 
ing  and  education,  to  lessen  the  dignity  of  tcschcrk, 
and  make  them  afiraid  of  too  indulgent  partots 
instigated  by  the  complaints  of  their  children,  rc> 
stored  him.     His  enemies  have  appealed  to  the 
House  of  Lords,  though  the  salary  is  only  twcaty 
poimds  a  year.     I  was  eoimsel  for  him  here.    1 
hope  there  will  be  little  fear  of  a  tcversai;  but  1 
must  beg  to  have  your  aid  in  my  plaa  of  support* 
ing  the  decree.     It  is  a  general  questioo,  and  note 
point  of  particular  law.     I  am,  ic, 

**Jauks  Boswiu." 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 


IS.  1771 

"  Dbar  Sia,  —  That  you  an  coming  so  soon  to 
town  I  am  very  glad ;  and  still  move  ^ad  that  yon 
are  coming  as  an  ad?ocate.     I  think  nothing  more 
likely  to  make  your  life  peas  happily  ««aj,  than 
that  consciousness    of   your   own    valne,   vtuch 
eminence  in  your  profession  will  certainly  confer. 
If  I  can  give  you  any  collateral  help,  I  hope  >cu 
do  not  suspect  that  it  will  be  wanting.     My  kiou- 
ne«is  for  you  has  neither  the  merit  of  siag^*'' 
virtue,  nor  the   reproach  of   singular  prejudice. 
Whether  to  love  you  be  right  or  wrong,  1  h<^c 
many  on  my  side :  Mrs.  Thralc  loves  you,  and  Mrt. 
Williams  loves  you,  and,  what  would  iMve  incl'iscd 
me  to  love  you,  if  I  had  been  neutral  bcCNC,  jou 
are  a  great  favourite  of  Dr.  Beattic. 

*'  Of  Dr.  Beattic  I  should  have  thouf^t  mtich. 
but  that  his  lady  puts  him  out  of  my  hcwl ;  dae  t>  s 
very  lovely  woman. 

**  The  ejection  which  you  como  htthor  Id  oppoet. 
appears  very  cruel,  unreasonable*  and  oppressive.  I 
should  think  there  could  not  be  miicb  doubt  of  j*'^ 


••  My  health  growa  better,  yet  I  am  not  fu'-» 
recovered.  I  believe  it  is  held,  thai  men  do  tot 
recover  very  last  after  threescore.  I  hope  yet  to 
see  Beattie*s  oollege :  and  havo  not  given  up  tb< 
western  ▼oyage.  But  however  all  thia  may  be  cr 
not.  let  us  try  to  make  each  other  bapipy  wbco  «« 
meet,  and  not  refer  our  pleasure  to  distant  tiaic«  or 
distant  placca. 

"  How  comes  it  that  you  teU  me  nothing  of  5»ur 
lady  ?  I  hope  to  see  her  oome  time,  and  till  tiwo 
shall  be  glad  to  hear  of  her.      I  am.  dear  Sir,  Ac  . 

**  Sam.  Joanson  * 


JOHNSON  TO  LANGTON. 
Ai 


14.  im 


**DBaa   Sia, —  I  coagmtulate  yo«  and   Lsdi 
Rothes  on  your  little  man,  and  hope  yoa  wiU  sji  Im 


Deferrtof  l»oCh  her  matter*! 

Kuo  and  perpetual  pasture  now 

The  goat  wa«  one  wtikh  had  ei 
Sir  Jnarph  Benlis,  tmC  aefther  tb*  •Hyiaal 
will  add  murli  to  the  poetical  tknut  «r  Mr 
The  Latin  ■■sail  partkulatty 


thotraMi.k' 


jGT.6d. 
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muty  jesn  happy  together.  Poor  Min  Laogton 
eu  have  little  part  in  the  joy  of  her  family.  She 
thu  day  called  her  aunt  Langton  to  reectve  the 
sKraneiit  a4th  ber ;  and  made  me  talk  ycaterday 
00  sueh  subjeela  as  tuit  her  oondition.  It  wUl 
probably  be  her  piaiiemm.  I  sorely  need  not  men- 
tion i^a  that  she  wishes  to  see  her  mother.  I 
an.  Sir,  your  most  hmnble  servant, 

-Sam.  Johmson.** 

[JOHNSON  TO  MISS  LANGTON. 

"  London.  April  IT.  1771  [fl].  * 

'Maoam,  —  If  I  could  have  flattered  myself 

that  my  letters  eould  hate  given  pleasure,  or  have 

aUevisted  pain,  I  should  not  have  omitted  to  write 

to  a  lady  to  whom  I  do  sineerely  wish  every  in- 

of  ploseore,  and  cwy  mitigation  of  uneasi- 


"  I  knew,  dear  Madam,  that  a  very  heavy  affliction' 
had  fallen  upon  you ;  but  it  was  one  of  those  which 
tbe  established  course  of  nature  makes  necessary, 
and  to  whidi  kind  words  give  no  relief.     Success 
I   is,  on  these  occasions,  to  be  expeeted  only  from 


\      •  Tour  censure  of  me,  as  deficient  in  friendship, 
I  is  therefore  too  severe.     1  have  neither  been  un- 
friendly,  nor  intentionally   uncivil.      The  notice 
I  with  which  you  have  honoured  me,  I  have  neither 
I  forgotten,  nor  remembered  without  pleasure^     The 
I  celamity  of  ill  health,  your  brother  will  tell  you 
j  that  I  have  had,  since  I  saw  you,  suiBcient  reason 
to  know  and  to  pity.     But  this  is  another  evil 
I  agaioat  which  we  can  receive  little  help  from  ooe 
I  aiMther.     I  can  only  advise  you,  and  I  advise  you 
I  vith  great  earnestness,  to  do  nothing  that  may  hurt 
I  Tou,  and  to  rc^ject  nothing  that  may  do  you  good. 
To  preserve  health  is  a  moral  and  religious  duty : 
(or  health  is  the  basis  of  all  social  virtues ;  we  can 
be  useful  no  longer  than  while  we  are  well 

*-  If  the  family  knows  that  you  receive  this  letter, 
yoa  will  be  pleased  to  make  my  compliments.  I 
flatter  myself  with  the  hopes  of  seeing  Langton  after 
I^y  Rothes's  recovery  ;  and  then  I  hope  that  you 
and  I  shall  renew  our  conferences,  and  that  I  shall 
find  you  willing  as  formerly  to  talk  and  to  hear ; 
end  shall  be  again  admitted  to  the  honour  of  being. 
Madam,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble 
servant.  Sax.  Johmsom.**] 

— G*mt,  Miag.  voLlxz.  p.  915. 

On  the  21st  of  March,  I  was  happy  to  find 
myself  again  in  my  friend*s  study,  and  was  glad 
to  aee  my  old  acquaintance,  3lr.  Eraneia  Bar- 
ber, wfao  was  now  returned  home.  Dr.  John- 
son reoemd  me  with  a  hearty  welcome ;  say- 
11^  **  I  am  glad  yon  are  come,  and  clad  you 
—  comei^n  such  an  errand:**  (almdingto 


i  TUc  latter  it  dated  1771 ;  bat  bj  tbe  allafllon  to  '*  UAf 
Boifecs's  rBcorwy,"  it  mmbu  to  be  tnbaeqnent  to  M arcb,  1773. 


*  Anocber  metlTe  for  the  dislike  of  Lord  North  whfeh 
^naop  frcqoentty  exhibited.    See  mti»  p.  221.  n.  1.— 


*  Janes  Boroet,  bern  at  the  bmily  leat  of  Monboddo,  In 
I7U,  caltod  totbe  Soottifth  bar  la  17%.  and  advanecd  to  be  a 
'  — d  nf  tiaifinn,  im  tbe  death  of  hia  reladoa  Lord  MItUm,  In 
f  7C7.  bj  tbe  title  of  Lord  Monboddo,  «a«,  in  private  lite,  at 
wvll  aa  In  bla  Itoararf  career,  m.  humoriat ;  Um  learning  and 
of  his  va^koos  worka  are  obaoured  by  hia  love  of 


the  cause  of  the  schoolmaster.)  Bobwbll.  ''I 
hope,  Sir,  he  will  be  in  no  danger.  It  b  a  Teiy 
delicate  matter  to  interfere  between  a  master 
and  his  scholars :  nor  do  I  see  how  yon  can  ^ 
the  degree  of  sererity  that  a  master  mar  use." 
JoHNsoir.  ^  Why,  Sir,  till  you  can  ^x  the  de- 
gree of  obstinacy  and  negligence  of  the  scholars, 
you  cannot  ^  the  degree  of  severity  of  the 
master.  Severity  most  be  continued  until 
obstinacy  be  subdued,  and  negligence  be 
cured.**  He  mentioned  the  severity  of  Hunter, 
his  own  master.  **  Sir,**  said  I,  ^  Hunter  is  a 
Scotch  name:  so  it  should  seem  this  school- 
master who  beat  you  ^  severe!/  was  a  Scotch- 
man. I  can  now  account  for  your  prejudice 
against  the  Scotch.**  Johkboh.  **  Sir,  he  was 
not  Scotch ;  and,  abating  his  brutality,  he  was 
a  very  good  master.** 

We  talked  of  his  two  political  pamphlets, 
**The  False  Alarm,**  and  **  Thoughts  concern- 
ing Falkland*s  Islands.**  JoHHSOK.  "Well, Sir, 
which  of  them  did  you  think  the  best  ?**  Bob- 
well.  ^*I  liked  the  second  best.**  Johhsok. 
**  Why,  Sir,  I  liked  the  first  best ;  and  Beattie 
Itked  the  first  best.  Sir,  there  is  a  subtlety  of 
dtsquisidon  in  the  first,  that  is  worth  all  the 
fire  of  the  second.**  Boswell.  "  Pray,  Sir,  is 
it  true  that  Lord  North  paid  you  a  visit,  and 
that  you  got  two  hundred  a  year  in  addition  to 
your  pension?*'  Johtison.  **No,  Sir.  Except 
what  1  had  from  the  bookseller,  I  did  not  get  a 
farthing  by  them.  And,  between  yon  and  me, 
I  believe  Lord  North  is  no  friend  to  me.***^ 
Boswell.  "How  so.  Sir?**  JonimoH.  "Why, 
Sir,  vou  cannot  account  for  the  ianeies  of  men. 
Well,  how  does  Lord  Elibank  P  and  how  does- 
Lord  Monboddo?*  Boswell.  "Yerv  well, 
Sir.  Lord  Monboddo^  still  maintams  the 
superiority  of  the  savage  life."  Jobkboh. 
"what  strange  narrowness  of  mind  now  is 
that,  to  think  the  thinn  we  have  not  known, 
are  better  than  the  uiinss  which  we  have 
known.*  Boswell.  "Why,  Sir,  that  is  a 
common  prejudice.*'  Johjtson.  "Yes,  Sir,  but 
a  common  prejudice  should  not  be  found  in  one 
whose  trade  it  is  to  rectify  error.** 

A  gentleman  having  come  in  who  was  to  co 
as  a  mate  in  the  ship  along  with  Mr.  Banks 
and  Dr.  Solander,  Dr.  Johnson  asked  what 
were  the  names  of  the  ships  destined  for  the 
ezpeditton.^  The  gentleman  answered,  they 
were^  once  to  be  (»lled  the  Drake  and  the 
Raleigh,  but  now  they  were  to  be  called  tbe 
Besoration   and  the  Adventure.      Joftmov. 


ilBfolarltyaad  paradox.    He  died  oCa  Mralytle  strakc,  a 
hIa  bouse  lo  Bdiaber^,  May  flS.  I79S.— Cbobsk. 

Be  waa  a  devout  beUever  In  the  vlrtuet  of  the  heroic  agea,. 
and  tbe  detnloratloB  of  dvfllaed  mankind ;  a  gffeat  eoo- 
teanaer  oC  luxarlea,  inaomoeh  tiuii  be  n«>ver  uaed  a  wheal- 
carrUge.  It  ahoiild  be  added,  that  he  was  a  gantieauin  of  the 
It  aiBlabie  dispoaltion.  and  the  atrleteat  hoBour  and  In- 
ity.  —  WaftTan  Soott. 

'e  wes  no  person  In  die  capacity  of  feofr  in  either  of 
thpie  ships.  Mr.  Banhs  and  Dr.  Solander  did  not  go  with 
tals  expedition.  Tbe  reason  which  tliey  alleged  for-abandon.' 
Ing  ttie  Intcndon  will  lie  Ibnnd  In  the  Annual  Begiiter  for- 
19n.  f .  KM,  ^Csoasai 

q2 


tatrity.— 
*  Thw"! 
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*« Much  better;  for  had  the  Raleigh'  returned 

without  going  round  the  world,  it  would  have 

been  ridiculous.    To  give  them  the  names  of 

the  Drake  and  the  Raleigh  was  laying  a  trap 

for  satire.**    Boswxll.  *^Had  not  you  some 

desire   to    go    upon    this    ezpeditioUf   Sir?** 

JoHVSOif .  ^  Why  yes,  but  I  soon  laid  it  aside. 

Sir,  there  is  very  little  of  intellectual,  in  the 

course.    Besides,  I  see  but  at  a  small  distance. 

So  it  was  not  worth  my  while  to  go  to  see 

birds  fly,  which  I  should  not  have  seen  fly; 

and  fishes  swim,  which  I  should  not  have  seen 

*    ff 
swim. 

The  sentlemau  being  gone,  and  Dr.  Johnson 
having  lefl  the  room  for  some  time,  a  debate 
arose  between  the  Rev.  Mr.  Stockdale  and  Mrs. 
Desmoulins,  whether  Mr.  Banks  and  Dr.  So- 
lander  were  entitled  to  any  share  of  glory  from 
their  expedition.  When  Dr.  Johnson  returned 
to  us,  I  told  him  the  subject  of  their  dispute. 
Johnson.  *^Why,  Sir,  it  was  properly  for 
botany  that  they  went  out:  I  bebeve  they 
thought  only  of  *  culling  of  simples.*  ** 

I  thanked  him  for  showing  civilities  to 
Beattie.  ''  Sir,**  said  he,  "  I  should  thank  yoic 
We  all  love  B^ttie.  Mrs.  Thrale  says,  if  ever 
■he  has  another  husband,  she*li  have  Beattie. 
He  sunk  upon  us*  that  he  was  married;  else 
we  should  have  shown  his  lady  more  civilizes. 
She  is  a  very  fine  woman.  But  how  can  you 
show  civilities  to  a  nonentity  ?  I  did  not  think 
he  had  been  married.  Nay,  I  did  not  think 
about  it  one  way  or  other ;  out  he  did  not  tell 
us  ofhis  lady  till  Ute.** 

He  then  spoke  of  St  Kilda,  the  most  remote 
of  the  Hebrides.  I  told  him,  I  thought  of 
buying  it.  Johnson.  **  Pray  do.  Sir.  We  will 
go  and  pass  a  winter  amid  the  blasts  there.  We 
shall  have  fine  fish,  and  we  will  take  some  dried 
tongues  with  us,  and  some  books.  We  will  have 
a  strong  built  vessel,  and  some  Orkney  men  to 
navigate  her.  We  must  build  a  tolerable  house : 
but  we  may  carry  with  us  a  wooden  house 
ready  made,  and  requiring  nothing  but  to  be 


<  I  totmet  that  Rmktgk  it  here  an  error  of  Mr.  Bocwell's 
pen,  for  Drmke  :  JohiMoo  knew  verj  well  that  It  was  Drake, 
and  not  Raletgh,  that  went  round  the  world.  jtmU,  p.  Uft>  — 
CaoKiB. 

«  Ihr.  Bemitie  to  Mr.  Bmwdi, 

•*  Bdfaibarfh.1fa7S.  ITM. 
"  Uf  dear  Ur.  —  Ai  I  mppote  Toor  grw  work  will  ioon 
be  reprinted,  I  bcf  Icare  to  trouble  700  with  a  remark  on  a 
paesage  of  It.  In  which  I  am  a  little  mltrepietented.  Be  not 
alarmed  t  the  mUrepretentatloa  la  mt  Impotable  to  fOQ.  Not 
having  the  book  at  hand,  I  cannot  tpeciff  the  page,  bat  I 
luppove  yon  will  eatllv  flnd  It.  Dr  Johnion  Mjt,  tpeakfng 
or  Mrs.  Thrale'ft  faroilr.  **  Dr.  Beattie  itmk  upon  m  that  he 
was  married,  or  word«  to  that  purpoee."  I  am  not  fore  that 
I  underttand  tumM  aipew  ««,  which  la  a  verv  uncommon 

era«e :  but  It  leera*  to  me  to  haply,  (and  otnert,  I  tnd, 
?e  understood  it  In  the  same  sense.)  slnrfssaiiy  mmermlfd 
/\rom  MM  ki»  hemg  mmrritti.  Now,  Sir.thls  was  by  no  means  the 
case.  I  could  have  no  motive  to  conceal  a  circumstance,  of 
which  I  never  was  nor  can  be  asliareed ;  and  of  which  Dr 
Johosiin  seemed  to  think,  when  he  afterwarda  became  ae* 
qnaloted  with  Mrs.  Beattie.  thai  I  had.  as  waa  true,  reaeon  lo 
be  proud.  So  fsr  was  I  from  concealing  her.  that  mj  wife 
had  at  that  Uaae  almost  ac  nomeroos  an  acquaintance  In 
Lowlon  as  I  had  mfself ;  and  was.  not  very  long  after,  klndlr 
Invited  and  elef  antly  entertainod  at  Straatham  bf  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Thrale.     Mjr  request,  theraforab  ia,  thai  jott  would 


) 


put  up.    Consider,  Sir,  by  buying  StKildif 
you  may  keep  the  people  from  falling  into 
worse  hands.    We  must  give  them  a  dergy* 
man,  and  he  shall  be  one  of  Beattie*s  cbooni^. 
He  shall  be  educated  at  Marischal  College. 
m  be  your  Lord  Chancellor,  or  what  you 
please.**    Boswxlx..  **  Are  you  serious,  Sir,  in 
advising  me  to  buy  St  Kilda?  for  if  yon  . 
should  advise  me  to  go  to  Japan,  I  beliere  1  \ 
should  do  it.**  Johnson.    "  Why  yea,  Sir,  I  tm 
serious.**    BoswBLL.  **•  Why  then,  ni  see  what  I 
can  be  done.**  ^    < 

I  gave  him  an  account  of  the  two  parties  in  ' 
the  church  of  Scotland,  those  for  supporting  \ 
the  riffhts  of  patrons,  independent  of  the  people, 
and  those  against  it.    Johkson.  ^It  should  be  j 
settled  one  way  or  other.    I  cannot  wish  well  j 
to  a  popular  election  of  the  der^,  when  I  coo-  | 
sider  tnat  it  occasions  such  animosities,  such  | 
unworthy  courting  of  the  people,  such  slanden 
between  the  contending  parties,  and  other  (lis-  , 
advantages.    It  is  enougn  to  allow  the  peoDle 
to  remonstrate  agunst  the  nomination  or  \ 
minister  for  solid  reasons.**     (I  suppose  be  ^ 
meant  heresy  or  immorality.) 

He  was  engaged  to  dine  abroad,  and  asVed  , 
me  to  return  to  him  in  the  evening,  at  nine, 
which  I  accordingly  did. 

We  drank  tea  with  Mrs.  Williams,  who  toM 
us  a  story  of  second  siffht,  which  happened  m 
Wales,  where  she  was  born.     He  listened  to  it 
very  attentively,  and  said  he  ahould  be  glad  to 
have  some  instances  of  that  facoltj  well  autheo-  ^ 
ticated.    Hb  elevated  wish  for  more  and  more 
evidence  for  spirit,  in  opposition  to  the  frorel-  ^ 
ing  belief  of  materialism,  led  him  to  a  loTe  of 
such  mysterious  disquisitions.    He  again  justh 
observed,  that  we  could  have  no  ccrtaintr  ot' 
the  truth  of  supernatural  appearance,  ttnle>5 
something  was  told  us  which  we  could  not 
know  by  ordinary  meana,  or  something  dmie  ; 
which  could  not  be  done  but  by  aupematuni 
power';  that  Pharaoh  in  reason  and  justice 
required  such  evidence  from  Moaea ;  nay,  thst 


rectify  thU  matter  In  yoor  new  •ditlon.  Yo«  v  at  liH#^ 
to  make  what  lue  too  please  of  thta  letter.  My  btet  •t»^«* 
ever  attend  yoa  and  yo«ir  flunlly.  Bdiero  nao  to  be,  w«k  tb« 
ittBoat  regard  and  esteem,  dear  Sir,  Ac  , 

I  have,  fk'om  my  mpecC  far  my  fHntid  I>r. 
nrd  lohlt  entmM  Moaihttitjr,  inaerted  U»e 
though  I  cannot  hai  wonder  at  hia 
tatlon  a  phrase  commonly  used 
BoswKLL.   Therawasaeattsefortlila** 
whkh  Boewell  probably  did 
Dr.  Beattie  was  cottsdoot  ti 
might  give  a  colour  to  such  an  Impvtatiom.    It 
fthortiv  after  the  date  of  this  letter,  tlurit  the 
Mrs.  Beattie  had  become  defanaed,  aund  al»« 
years  of  her  life  in  confinement. .-»  Ckocbk. 

*  This  Is  the  true  disttaictlon  s  aad  If 
occasions  abided  by  thb  text,  h 
ridieale  and  rogrK  which   he 
appearance,  if  not  the  reality,  oC 
When  be  said,  •*that  all  ages  and  mMf 
these    supernatural    manllestalioao     l«Mflr,    p, 
again.  **that  they  are  so  freeoer^    " 
called  fartuitoos.'*  (enl^.  p.  ITS.)  be 
instances  In  which  any  inlng 
damr,  which  could  mtig  have  Deem   dome  Iw 

po  er.       Appemrmmtet    —^*' — ' 

nothing :  they  may  be 


^T.63. 
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OUT  Sftviour  said,  ^  If  I  hod  not  done  among 
them  the  works  which  none  other  man  did, 
thej  had  not  had  ain.**  He  had  said  in  the 
morning,  that  ^Macanhiy^s  History  of  St. 
Kilda'*  was  yetj  well  written,  except  some 
foppery  about  libertj  and  slavery.  I  men- 
tioned to  him  that  Macaolay  told  me,  he  was 
advised  to  leave  out  of  his  book  the  wonderful 
stor^r  that  upon  the  approach  of  a  Strang  all 
the  inhabitants  catch  cold ' ;  but  that  it  had 
been  so  well  authenticated,  he  determined  to 
retain  it.  Johnson.  ^  Sir,  to  leave  things  out 
of  a  book,  merely  because  people  tell  you  they 
will  not  be  believed,  is  meanness.  Macaulay 
acted  with  more  magnanimity." 

We  talked  of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion, 
and  how  little  difference  there  was  in  essential 
matters  between  ours  and  it.  Johnson.  *^True, 
Sir;  all  denominations  of  Christians  have  really 
little  difference  in  point  of  doctrine,  though  they 
may  differ  widely  in  external  forms.  There  is 
a  prodigious  difference  between  the  external 
form  of  one  of  your  Presbyterian  churches  in 
Scotland,  and  the  church  in  Italy;  yet  the 
doctrine  taught  is  essentially  the  same. 

I  mentioned  the  petition  to  parliament  for 
removing  the  subscription  to  the  Thirty-nine 
Articles.*  Johnson.  ^^  It  was  soon  thrown  out. 
Sir,  they  talk  of  not  making  boys  at  the  Uni- 
versity subscribe  to  what  they  do  not  under- 
stand; but  they  ought  to  consider,  that  our 
Universities  were  founded  to  bring  up  mem- 
bers for  the  Church  of  England,  and  we  must 
not  supply  our  enemies  with  arms  from  our 
arsenaL  !No,  Sir,  the  meaning  of  subscribing 
is,  not  that  they  fully  understand  all  the 
articles,  but  that  they  will  adhere  to  the 
church  of  England.  Now  take  it  in  thb  way,  and 
suppose  that  they  should  only  subscribe  their 
adherence  to  the  church  of  England,  there 
would  be  still  the  same  difficulty;  for  still 
the  young  men  would  be  subscribing  to  what 
they  do  not  understand.  For  if  you  should 
ask  them,  what  do  you  mean  by  the  church 
of  England  ?  Do  you  know  in  what  it  differs 
from    the    Presbyterian   church?    from  the 


riaioDi  la  bb  ilecp,  and  eveiy  body  knows  that  the  sick  gee 
tbtn  Id  tbelr  paroxjrtmi ;  and  there  are,  we  are  told,  come 
oan  (*uch  as  that  of  Nlcolal,  the  Berlin  bookseller).  In 
which  persons,  awake  and  not  aUurwiu  disordered  in  mind, 
have  "  thick<-eoniinir  fiuides,**  and  see  what,  if  real,  would  be 
M^emacural ;  bat  where,  we  must  aiwin  ask,  Is  there.  In  the 
preCme  faiitory  of  the  world,  one  well-attested  tttpernatural 
SmciT-^  CaoKKB. 

1  8«e  mmti^  p.  191.  —  C. 

*  Thli  waa  a  petition  drawn  ap  by  Mr.  Francis  Blaekburn, 
who,  tboogb  an  archdeacoa  of  the  Church  of  England,  had 
pobUriied  aeireral  works  afainst  her  discipline  and  peculiar 
docfirinaa :  the  petition  was  presented  on  the  Gth  of  Februaiy, 
and,  after  an  animated  debate,  rejected  (not  being  even 
allowed  to  lie  on  the  table)  by  817  voices  asalnst  71.  Mr. 
GttiboD  tlms  noCicee  this  debate.  In  a  letter  to  Lord  Sheffleld : 
— **  I  eon^atoiate  yon  on  the  late  victory  or  our  dear  mamma, 
Che  Chwcb  of  England.  She  had,  last  Thursday  (Feb.  6.), 
71  rebeflloua  sons,  who  pretended  to  set  aside  her  will,  on 
accownt  of  insanity  ;  but  917  worthy  champions,  beaded  by 
Lord  North,  Bane,  Hans  Stanley,  Charles  Fox,  Godfrey 
Clarke,  ftc.  supported  the  validity  of  it  with  infinite  humour. 
'%j  Che  by,  Charles  Fox  prepared  hlmseir  for  that  holy  war, 
by  pMtinff  twenty-two  hours  in  the  pious  exercise  of  haxard  : 
I  Ms  devvMion  only  cost  him  ftOOf.  per  hour,  in  all  11.000/.'* 
,    UtMc,  Workty  ToL  U.  p.  74.    The  argument  against  subiicrip- 


Romish  church?  frY>m  the  Greek  church? 
from  the  Coptic  church  ?  they  could  not  tell 
you.  So,  Sir,  it  comes  to  the  same  thing.'* 
&06WXLL.  **But,  would  it  not  be  sufficient 
to  subscribe  the  Bible  ?  **  Johksoh.  '^  Why 
no.  Sir ;  for  all  sects  will  subscribe  the  Bible ; 
nay,  the  Mahometans  will  subscribe  the  Bible ; 
for  the  Mahometans  acknowledge  Jesus 
Christ,  as  well  as  Moses,  but  maintain  that 
Grod  sent  Mahomet  as  a  still  greater  prophet 
than  either." 

I  mentioned  the  motion  which  had  been 
made  in  the  House  of  Commons,  to  abolish 
the  fast  of  the  30th  of  January.^  Johmsom. 
^*  Why,  Sir,  I  could  have  wished  that  it  had 
been  a  temporary  act,  perhaps,   to  have  ex- 

Eired  with  the  century.  I  am  against  abo- 
shing  it;  because  that  would  m  declaring 
it  wrong  to  establish  it;  but  I  should  have 
no  objection  to  make  an  act,  continuing  it 
for  another  century,  and  then  letting  it  ex* 
pure. 

He  disapproved  of  the  Boyal  Marriage 
bill;  ** because,**  said  he,  **I  would  not  have 
the  people  think  that  the  validity  of  marriage 
depends  on  the  will  of  man,  or  that  the  right 
of  a  king  depends  on  the  will  of  man.  I  should 
not  have  been  against  making  the  marriage  of 
any  of  the  royal  family  without  the  appro* 
bation  of  king  and  parliament,  highly  cri- 
minal.**^ 

In  the  morning  we  had  talked  of  old  families, 
and  the  respect  due  to  them.  Johnson.  ^*  Sir, 
you  have  a  right  to  that  kind  of  respect, 
and  are  arguing  for  yourself.  I  am  for  sup- 
porting the  principle,  and  am  disinterested 
m  doing  it,  as  I  have  no  such  right.**  Bos- 
wsuu  ^  Why,  Sir,  it  is  one  more  incitement 
to  a  man  to  do  well.**  Johnson.  ^  Yes,  Sir, 
and  it  is  a  matter  of  opinion,  very  necessary 
to  keep  societj  together.  What  is  it  but 
opinion,  by  which  we  have  a  respect  for  au- 
thority, that  prevents  us,  who  are  the  rabble, 
fix)m  rbing  up  and  puHine  down  you  who 
are  gentlemen  from  your  pkces,  ana  saying, 
*  We  will  be  gentlemen  in  our  turn  ?  *  Now, 


tlon.  which  seemed  to  make  most  effect  In  the  House,  was 
the  requiring  It  firom  every  youth  entering  the  Universltr, 
of  whatever  age,  or  intenoeo  for  whatever  profession.  To 
this  point  Johnson's  observation  particularly  alludes.— 
Crokbk. 

3  Dr.  Nowell  had  preadied,  as  usual,  before  the  House  on 
the  aoth  of  January,  and  had  been  thanked  for  his  sermon. 
Some  dajs  afterwards,  Mr.  Thomas  Townshend  complained 
of  certain  unconstitutional  passages  in  the  sermon ;  and  on 
the  21st  of  February,  ailer  a  debate,  the  thanks  were  ordered 
to  be  expunged  from  the  Journals ;  and  on  the  2d  of  March, 
Mr.  Freoeric  Montagu  moved  for  leave  to  bring  In  a  bill  to 
repeal  the  observance  of  that  day  altogether.  This  motion 
was  rdected  by  125  to  97.  —  Croksr. 

<  It  Is  not  very  easy  to  understand  Dr.  Johnson's  objection 
as  above  stated.  Does  not  the  validity  of  all  marriagea 
**  depend  on  tlie  will  of  man  ?  "  that  Is,  are  there  not  In  all 
civilued  nations  certain  legal  formi  and  eonditionSt  requi- 
site to  constitute  a  marriage?  And  If  it  be  competent 
to  the  legislature  to  make  aii  act  highly  erimina/,  does  not 
that  imply  a  competency  to  forbid  it  altogether  ?  I  do  not 
undersund  what  "the  right  of  a  hing'*  has  to  do  with  this 
marriage  act,  which  went  rather  to  increase  than  to  diminish 
*  the  right  of  the  king'  over  his  family.  Unless  Indeed,  as 
Mr.  Lockhart  suggests,  Johnson  might  have  been  thinking 
of  the  dipine  right  of  kings.  —  Crokrr. 
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Sfr,  thst  respect  f€t  author! tj  is  much  more 
easily  granted  to  a  man  vrnoae  father  has 
had  it,  than  to  an  upstart,  and  so  societj  is 
more  easilj  supported.**  Bobwbxx.  "  Perhaps, 
Sir,  it  might  oe  done  by  the  respect  belong- 
ing to  office,  as  among  the  Romans,  where 
the  dress,  the  toga,  inspired  reverence.** 
Johubon.  **  Why,  we  know  very  little  about 
the  Romans.  But,  surely,  it  is  much  easier  to 
respect  ft  man  who  has  always  had  respect, 
than  to  respect  a  man  who  we  know  was  last 
rear  no  better  than  ourselves,  and  will  be  no 
better  next  year.  In  republics  there  is  no 
respect  for  authority,  but  a  fear  of  power.*' 
BoswBLL.  ^*At  present.  Sir,  I  think  riches 
seem  to  gain  moat  respect.**  JofHNSOir.  **  No, 
Sir,  riches  do  not  gain  nearty  respect ;  they  only 
procure  external  attention.  A  Tery  rich  man, 
nrom  low  beginnings,  may  buy  his  election  in 
a  borouflh;  but,  ettterii  oon'Mit,  a  man  of 
family  will  be  preferred,  reople  will  preler 
a  man  for  whose  father  their  fathers  hare 
TOtod,  though  they  should  get  no  more  money, 
or  even  less.  That  shows  that  the  respect 
for  family  is  not  merely  fanrifol,  but  has  an 
actual  operation.  If  gentlemen  of  finnily 
would  allow  the  rich  upstarts  to  spend  theu* 
money  profusely,  which  they  are  ready  enough 
to  dO|  and  not  Tie  with  them  in  expense, 
the  upstarts  would  soon  be  at  an  end,  aad 
the  gentlemen  would  remain;  but  if  the 
gentlemen  will  vie  in  expense  with  the  up- 
starts, which  is  very  foolish,  they  must  oe 
ruined.** ' 

I  gave  him  an  account  of  the  excellent 
mimicry  of  a  friend'  of  mine  in  Scotland; 
observing,  at  the  same  time,  that  some  people 
thought  it  a  very  mean  thing.  Jorxboh. 
**Why,  Sir,  it  is  making  a  very  mean  use 
of  man*t  powers.  But  to  be  a  good  mimic, 
requires  great  powers;  great  ncuteness  of 
observation,  great  retention  of  what  »  ob- 
served, and  great  pliancy  of  organs,  to  re- 
present what  is  observed.    I  remember  a  lady 

of  quality  in  this  town,  Lady •,  who 

was  a  wonderful  mimic,  and  used  to  moke  me 
laugh  immoderately.    I    have    heard  she  is 


t  Mr*.  PloKsl  lays,  that  though  ■  man  of  obicurs  birth 
hlmseir.  Dr.  JoboMO*!  partiality  to  people  of  fkmUjr  was 
vltfble  on  araiy  ocraaioo ;  bU  ical  for  lubordlnatloD  warm 
•van  to  Msotry  ;  bU  hatred  to  inoovatloa,  and  rtrerenca  for 
tha  old  fondal  flwiai.  apparant,  wbeneTar  anj  poufMa  1 
of  ihowlotf  tbaaa  oecurrcd.  —  Caoicia. 

s  Thli  mend,  ai  Sir  Jamea  Macklntoib  Infomed 
waa  Mr.  CuIImi,  adrocala.  aon  of  the  celebrated  phrtlclaa, 
afterwarda  a  judfe.  by  Ibe  naiae  of  Lord  Cullen.  —  Caoaia, 
I8S5. 

s  The  mdaaeholy  dmimitance  stated  at  to  the  My.  pre. 
I  Mil  mj  attampclnf  to  flII  op  this  blank  —  which,  bowerer, 
an  atcaotlee  reader  will  probably  be  aUe,  at  least  ai  to  the 
Ihmtty  name,  to  do  for  blniMlf.  —  Cao»m. 

*  The  printer  of  the  Dublin  Journal.  **  In  hb  portralU  of 
Faolkner,  Foot*  foand  the  only  titter  whom  Mt  extraraaant 
peodl  eould  i  ot  earlealnre ;  for  he  had  a  ■olemii  intrepidity 
of  efotltin.  and  a  dartnf  eontempC  of  abtordlty.  that  fklrly 
ootfaced  Imitation.  George  protecMted  FooCe  for  lampooning 
him  on  the  Dublin  ttage :  bit  couomI.  the  prime-terjeant. 
ooraparrd  Itim  ta  Sorratet.  and  hit  Ulieller  to  Arlttophanca  ; 
thU.  1  hrlleve,  wat  all  Oeorge  got  by  hit  course  of  Liw.  He 
died  in  1775.**    Cmmberlmmd.  —  Caoara. 

ft  Cini4MMUam  bat  been  Introduced  into  Todd's  edition  of 


I 


now  gone  mad.**    Boswbix.    ^  It  is  amizing 
how   a  mimic   con   not   only   give  you  the  , 
gestures  and  voice  of  a  person  whom  be  re- 
presents, but  even  what  a  person  wouM  nj 
on  any  particular  subject."  Johxsov.  *^Wbj, 
Sir,   you   are  to  consider,   that  the  mtnner 
and  some  particular  phrases  of  a  person  do 
much  to  impress   you  with  an  idea  of  bim. 
and   you   arc   not  sure   that  he  vould  nj  , 
what  the  mimic  savs  in  his  character.**    Bo«- 
WELL.    *^  I  don*t  think  Foote  a  good  mimic. 
Sir."    Jomisoif.     '♦No,    Sir;   his   imiUtioM 
are  not  like.    He  cives  you   something;  dif- 
ferent from   himself,   but   not  the  cfatrjcter 
which  he  means  to  assmae.    He  goes  out  of  < 
himself,    without    going    into    otmr   people. 
He  cannot  take  m  any  person  imless  be  b 
strongly  maiiced,  such  as   George  Faulkner.^ 
He  is  like  a  painter  who  can  draw  the  portrait 
of  a  man  wno  has  a  wen  upon  hts  face,  umI 
who  therefore  is  easily  known.    If  a  man  b^ 
upon  one  leg,  Foote  can  hop  upon  one  l«ff. 
But  he  has  not  that  nice  discrirotnation  which 
your  friend  seems  to  possess.    Foote  is,  how- 
ever, very  entertaining  with  a  kind  of  coDver- 
sation  between  wit  and  bttjObonery." 

On  Monday,  March  3S.,  I  found  him  hn^. 
preparing  a  fourth  edition  of  his  folio  Dic- 
tionary.   Mr.  Peyton,  one  of  his  original  bim- 
nuenses,  was  writing  for  him.     I  put  him  is 
mind  of  a  meaning  of  the  word  nor,  which  he 
hod  omitted,  viz.  relationship ;  as  father  s  side, 
mother^s  side.    He  insertea  it.    I  saked  him. 
if  hmmUiating  was  a  good  word.     He  said,  be 
had  seen  it  frequently  tiaed,  but  he  did  ikk 
know  it  to  be  legitimate  En«Iidi.    He  would 
not  admit  cmbzatitm^  but  only  cnHStf*    With 
great  dcforence  to  hnn  I  thougiit  cistfwfasi 
from  to  civilige^  better  in  the  sense  oppoied  to 
barharHjf,  than  eiv&Uif ;  as  it  is  better  to  have 
a  distinct  word  for  each  sense,  than  one  w<wd 
with  two  senses,  which  mUiijf  is,  in  his  wav  ef 
usiiy  it* 

lie  seemed  also  to  be  intent  on  some  M^rt  rf 
chemical  operation.  I  was  entertamed  by  ob- 
serving how  he  contrived  to  send  Mr.  Peyton' 
on  an  errand,    without    seeming  to  deijrrade 


the  DIctlooanr:  but   he  gtret   no  oMcr  aatborltk*  tiM» 
Boberttoo  and  wartoo.  —  LocKBAar. 

•  See  mUi,  p.  97.  Of  the  death  of  Ihla  poor  l^norvr  la 
Ilteratiire,  of  wheat  Xra.  Fioaii  tava  tbat  be  b^  ci«>^^* 
able  talent*,  and  knew  many  modern  langoagv*.  i^"*  '•** 
gave  hlmtelf  the  followhig  patbctk  Mronul.  la  a  Uc<t  tt 
bar  :  — 

-  Itt  AprO.  ITTS^ 


**  Poor  PaytoB expired  thlt  mondBg.  He  prvbahir  --A*' 
hig  many  y«an,  Ibr  whieb  he  tat  atarrtng  l^  ih-  Vk  i  o  « 
wife,  not  only  uteleu  but  alotott  ■n<Hlotil««».  vonAewofA  l« 
poverty  to  penonal  attendance,  and  bj  the  nrrrtiitj  cf  in 
attendance  chained  down  to  poverty  — >  lie  prtrfMblf  Uv^^ 
often  how  lightly  he  thnuld  tread  tbo  potb  of  life  «itt«n«t  to 
burthen.  Of  thl«  thought  the  admlaaloo  vat  aiw«ti«4*M*. 
and  the  Indulgenre  niglit  be  forgteon  to  f^aiUy  and  4itfTr«i 
Hit  wife  died  at  latt,  and  before  thm  waa  bawitd,  be  wat  teiti 
by  a  fever,  and  It  now  going  to  the  wmvo. 

**  Such  mitrarriaget,  when  they  Eepprti  to  tbnae  re  «S^ 
many  eyei  are  flaed,  fill  bUtorict  and  tr«g«dw«  a  •'  '  ^n 
have  been  thed  for  the  taffrrlagi,  and  wonder  eariu'>:  .  ^  tM 
ftwtltude.  of  thoM  who  ortiher  did  nor  i  nflkfel  au^'t  ibM 
^jton.'*    LfttfTM,  vol.  I.  p.  919.— >  CaoKKS. 
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: — ^  Mr.  Peyton,  Mr.  Fejrton,  will  you  bft 
S9  good  M  to  take  a  walk  to  Temple-Bar  ? 
You  will  tkere  see  a  chemist^s  shop,  at  which 
jott  will  be  pleased  to  bay  for  me  an  ounce  of 
0(1  of  Titrioi ;  not  tpirit  of  vitriol,  but  oil  of 
TitrioL  It  will  coet  toree  half-pence.*'  Peyton 
iameriiately  went,  and  returned  with  it,  and 
told  him  it  cost  but  a  penny. 

I  then  reminded  him  of  the  Schoolmaster^s 
ctuae,  and  proposed  to  read  to  htm  the  printed 
ptpen  coocenung  it.  *^  No,  Sir,"  said  ne,  ^^  I 
can  read  quicker  than  I  can  hear/*  So  he  read 
tiiem  to  hmiself. 

AAer  he  had  read  for  some  time,  we  were 
ijiterrapfeed  by  the  entrance  of  Mr.  Krtstrom, 
a  Swede,  who  was  tutor  to  some  Tounff  gentle- 
men in  the  cby.  He  told  me,  that  were  was 
a  Teiy  good  uistory  of  Sweden  by  Daline. 
UiTmg  at  tbe  time  an  intention  of  writing  the 
biitory  of  thai  country,  I  naked  Dr.  Johnson 
Trbether  one  might  wnte  a  history  of  Sweden 
without  going  thither.  *^Ye8,  Sir,"  said  he, 
"  one  for  oonunon  use." 

We  talked  of  languages.  Johnson  obsenred, 
that  Leibnits  had  made  some  progress  in  a 
work  tradi^  nil  languages  up  to  tl£  Hebrew. 
^  Why,  Sir,  said  he,  ^^you  would  not  imagine 
that  the  French  jtmr^  day,  is  derived  from  the 
Lotm  diet,  aad  yet  nothing  is  more  certain ; 
and  the  infeermediato  steps  are  very  dear. 
From  die9p  comes  dhmnu,  JDiu  is,  byiuac- 
cunte  ears,  or  inaccurate  pronunciation,  easily 
oonfoonded  with  giui  then  the  Italians  form  a 
sQbitantive  of  the  ablative  of  an  adjective,  and 
ihace  gmrmo^  or,  as  thejr  make  it,  gwmo : 
wiiich  is  readil  J  contracted  into  ^runir,  or  jow.^  * 
He  observed,  that  the  Bohemian  lanffuage  was 
true  ScUvonic  The  Swede  said,  it  nad  some 
■imiUritv  with  the  German.  Johhsoii.  **  Why, 
Sir,  to  be  sure,  such  parts  of  Sclavonia  as 
ooafine  with  Germany  will  borrow  German 
woidi ;  and  sudi  parts  as  confine  with  Tartary 
will  borrow  Tartar  words.** 

He  said,  he  never  had  it  properly  ascertained 
thst  the  Scotch  Highlanders  and  the  Irish 
naderstood  each  other.'  I  told  him  that^  my 
oooain.  Colonel  Graham,  (ff  the  Roval  Hiffh- 
Isoden,  whom  I  met  at  Drogheda,  told  me  tney 
did  JoHMsoH.  ^'Sir,  if  the  Highlanders 
nnderstood  Irish,  why  translate  the  New 
Testament   into   Erse,  as  was  lately  done  at 


>  Thus  Jmtrmd  aiaartdly  comcf  flrom  dies^  wtthoat  liKTing 
*■  liBvle  tactcr  to  common.  — >  CKossm. 

*  lo  Mr.  AnderMa'a  Hbtorical  Sketchea  of  the  Natire 
IrUh.  w«  tod  X\m  foUovlDf  obMiratloai :  — 

"The  Iriib  and  Gaalic  lanfumsei  are  the  same,  and  for- 
■«riy  wiMt  wtf  apokcD  hi  the  Htghlaiida  of  Scotland  was 
CneraDy  called  iriA.  Thoio  who  have  attended  to  tbe 
■aieet  moic  ham  obaerred.  that  the  word  Uriah  was  rradualljr 
ftansrt  toll)  Erm,  denotinf  tbe  langnae*  that  U  now  gene- 
nllf  eaHcd  Qmeile,**  Mr.  Anderson  states  that,  when  he  was 
fa  oalwajr.  fai  Ireiaod,  hi  1814.  he  found  a  vessel  there  from 
Levis,  coe  of  tho  Hebrldee,  the  master  of  which  remarked  to 
Ua  that  the  people  here  apoke  eurkm  GaeUt.  hut  be  under- 
Mood  them  eaaUv,  and  commerce  Is  actualty  carried  on 
betwesD  the  Hlghisaders  and  the  Irish,  through  the  medium 
of  chdr  common  lantuam.  —p.  139. 

Mj  friend,  ColooM  Meyriek  Shawe,  told  me  ftrom  bis  own 

• ** —  " It   not  for  tbe  difference  of  pro- 


^Bdinhuighf  when  there,  is  an  Irish  translation  P** 
BoswBLL.  ^^  Although  the  Erse  and  Irish  are 
hodi  dialects  of  the  same  language,  there  may 
he  a  good  deal  of  diversity  between  them,  as 
between  the  different  dialects  in  Italy.**  The 
Swede  went  away,  and  ^ir.  Johnson  continued 
his  reading  of  Uie  papers.  1  said,  ^^I  am 
afraid.  Sir,  it  is  troublesome."  "  Whj,  Sir," 
said  he,  "  I  do  not  take  much  delight  in  it ;  but 
111  go  through  it." 

We  went  to  the  Mitre,  and  dined  in  the 
room  where  he  and  I  first  supped  together. 
He  gave  me  great  hopes  of  my  cause.  ^  Sir," 
said^e,  '*  the  government  of  a  schoolmaster  is 
somewhat  of  the  nature  of  militery  govern- 
ment ;  that  is  to  sav,  it  must  be  arbitrary,  —  it 
must  be  exercised  by  the  will  of  one  man,  ac- 
cordmg  to  particular  circumstances.  You 
must  uiow  some  learning  upon  this  occasion. 
You  must  show,  that  a  schoolmaster  has  a 
prescriptive  right  to  beat ;  and  that  an  action 
of  assault  and  battery  cannot  be  admitted 
against  him  unless  there  is  some  great  excess, 
some  barbarity.  This  man  has  maimed  none 
of  his  boys.  They  are  all  left  with  tlie  full 
exercise  of  their  corporeal  faculties.  In  our 
schools  in  En^and,  many  boys  have  been 
maimed;  yet  1  never  heard  of  an  action 
against  a  schoolmaster  on  that  account.  Puf- 
fendorff,  I  think,  maintains  the  right  of  a 
schoolmaster  to  beat  his  scholars."  ' 
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Sir  A,  MaedfmttUL^€9uiiMofChtmetaon. — Lard 
Coke.  —  lA>rd  Afmi^fieU.  —  Scotch  Accent— JPro^ 
nyndatiom.  -~  Etymolopjf.  —  Diatmbadied  Spirit*, 
—  GhMt  Sloriu. — Mra,  Veal  —  ^rajr,  MasoM, 
and  Aimuidc, — Swearing.  —  WarioiCM  Etaay  on 
Pope.  —  PimlkeoM,  —  Luxury,  —  /nequality  of 
Livingi. —^  Hon,  Thonuu  Erakine,"^  Fielding  and 
Biehanhon.  —  Coriat*M  Cruditiee.  —  Gaming.  •— 
Earl  of  BucKan,  —  Attachment  in  Familiet, — 
Feudal  System,  —  Cave^e  Ghost  Story.  —  IVitches, 

Ow   Saturday,   March  27.,  I  introduced  to 
him  Sir  Alexander  Macdonald^   with  whom 


nunclation,  the  Irish  and  the  HfRhlandprs  would  be  perfectly 
Intelligible  to  each  other ;  and  even  with  that  disadvantage, 
thejr  become  so  In  a  short  time.  The  Scotch,  as  is  natural 
from  their  position,  have  manr  Pictiih  and  other  foreign 
words.  The  Irish  bare  no  Pictlsh  words,  but  many  Latin." 
Sir  Walter  Scott  also  Informed  me,  that  **  thrre  Is  no  doubt 
the  languages  are  the  same,  and  tbe  difference  In  pronuncia- 
tion and  construction  not  very  considerable.  The  F.r*e  or 
EorisA  is  tbe  Irfak  ;  and  the  race  called  Scots  came  originally 
from  Ulster.**— CnoRsa. 

*  Puflbndorf  states  that  *'  tutors  and  schoolmasters  hare  a 
right  to  the  moderate  use  of  gentle  discipline  over  their 
pupils.**— ?iil.  S— 10. ;  adding,  rather  superduotisly,  Grothn's 
caveat, that  '*it  shall  not  extend  toapowcr  of  ttentk."  In  our 
common  law  courts  there  have  been  several  instai.ce<i  of 
action  even  for  over  severity :  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the 
right  of  action  in  a  case  of  maiming.  —  CnoKBR. 

*  Next  brother  of  Sir  James  Macdonald,  whom  Mr.  Bos- 
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he  had  expreiied  a  wish  to  be  acqiuunted. 
He  receivea  him  yery  ooorteouflly. 

Sir  Alexander  observed,  that  the  Chancellors 
in  England  are  chosen  from  views  much  in- 
ferior to  the  office,  being  chosen  from  tempo* 
rarj  political  views.  Johhsov.  *^  Why,  Sir, 
in  such  a  government  as  ours,  no  man  is  ap- 
pointed to  an  office  because  he  is  the  fittest  ror 
It,  nor  hardlj  in  any  other  government ; 
because  there  are  so  manj  connections  and 
dependencies  to  be  studied.  A  despotic  prince 
may  choose  a  man  to  an  office  merely  because 
he  is  the  fittest  for  it  The  king  of  Prussia 
may  do  it.**  Sir  A.  *<I  think,  Sir,  almost  all 
great  lawyers,  such  at  least  as  have  written 
upon  law,  have  known  only  law,  and  nothing 
euc.**  JoBKSON.  ^  Why  no,  Sir ;  Judge  Hale 
was  a  great  lawyer,  and  wrote  upon  law ;  and 
yet  he  knew  a  great  man^  other  things,  and 
nas  written  upon  other  things.  Selden  too.** 
Sn  A.  **Very  true.  Sir;  and  Lord  Bacon. 
But  was  not  Lord  Coke  a  mere  lawyer?** 
JoHif  sow.  "  Why,  I  am  afraid  he  was ;  but  he 
would  have  taken  it  very  ill  if  you  had  told 
him  so.  He  would  have  prosecuted  you  for 
scandal.**  Boswell.  **  Lord  Mansfield  is  not 
a  mere  lawyer.**  Johhson .  ^  No,  Sir.  I  never 
was  in  Lonl  Mansficld*s  company ;  but  Lord 
Mansfield  was  distinguished  at  the  University. 
Lord  Mansfield,  when  he  first  came  to  town, 
'drank  champagne  with  the  wits,'  as  Prior 
savs.  He  was  the  friend  of  Pope.**  *  Sib  A. 
**  barristers,  I  believe,  are  not  so  abusive  now 
as  they  were  formerly.'  I  fancy  they  had  less 
law  long  a^o,  and  so  were  obliged  to  take  to 
abuse,  to  fill  up  the  time.  Now  they  have  such 
a  number  of  precedents,  they  have  no  occasion 
for  abuse.**  Johnson.  '*^ay.  Sir,  they  had 
more  law  long  ago  than  they  have  now.  As  to 
precedents,  to  be  sure  they  will  increase  in 
course  of  time ;  but  the  more  precedents  there 
are,  the  less  occasion  is  there  for  law ;  that  is  to 
say,  the  less  occasion  is  there  for  investigating 
principles.**  Sift  A.  *^  I  have  been  correct- 
ing several  Scotch  accents  in  my  friend  Bos- 
well. I  doubt,  Sir,  if  any  Scotchman  ever 
attains  to  aperfect  English  pronunciation.** 
Johnson.  **  Why,  Sir,  few  of  them  do,  because 
they  do  not  persevere  afler  acquiring  a  certain 


veil  calU  the  Mvcellof  of  ScoClttd,end  whom  the  conciifTcnt 
teatimonjr  oC  bU  contemporaries  proves  to  ha*e  h«vn  a  verr 
estranrdiiuiry  young  man.  He  dlnl  at  Borne  In  ITGS.  (See 
pott,  Sept.  5.  1773.)  Sir  Alexander  siiccerdrd  his  brother  as 
efghth  Baronet,  and  was  created  an  Iruh  Baron^  by  the  title 
of  Lord  Macdonald,  In  177G.  The  late  Chief  Baron  of  the 
Exchequer.  Sir  Archll>ald  BCacdonald.  was  Ih^lr  joanfest 
brother.  We  thai!  see  more  of  Sir  Alexander  under  the  year 
1773.  during  the  Tmir  to  the  l1ebride«.-.CaoKKR. 

I  He  was  one  of  hit  executors.  The  large  space  which 
(thanks  to  Mr.  Bosweil)  Dr.  Johnson  occupies  in  our  esti- 
mate of  the  society  of  his  day,  makes  It  surprising  that  he 
should  nerer  hsve  been  in  company  with  Lord  Mjin»fleld ; 
but  Boswell  was  disposed  to  overrate  the  extent  and  rank  of 
Johnson's  nrqiiaintance.  it  is  pruper  here  to  correct  an  error 
relative  to  L<»rd  MansSeld  and  Dr.  Jolmkon.  which  has  found 
Its  way  Into  print.     In   Mis«  Hawkins's  Memoirs,  vol.  11. 

E.  3IS..  she  tii\v%  the  following  aneeiiote,  on  the  authority  of 
er  brulhpf.  who  tutes  that.  •*  calhmg  upon  Dr.  Johnton 
sAorUp  a/ter  the  death  qf  Lord  Mam^fietd,  tmd  tmtutfomimg  the 


degree  of  it.  But,  Sir,  there  can  be  no  doaht 
that  they  may  attain  to  a  perfect  English  pro- 
nunciation, if  they  will.  We  find  how  near 
they  come  to  it;  and  certainly,  a  man  vho 
conquers  nineteen  parts  of  the  Scottish  accent, 
may  conquer  the  twentieth.  But,  Sir,  when  a 
man  has  got  the  better  of  nine  tenths  be  grows 
weary,  he  relaxes  his  diligence,  he  finds  he  hss 
corrcMsted  hu  accent  so  far  as  not  to  be  dis- 
agreeable, and  he  no  longer  desires  his  friends 
to  tell  him  when  he  is  wrong;  nor  does  he 
choose  to  be  told.  Sir,  when  people  watch  me 
narrowly,  and  I  do  not  watch  myself,  thej  will 
find  me  out  to  be  of  a  particular  county.  In 
the  same  manner,  Dunnmg'  may  be  found  ont 
to  be  a  Devonshire  man.  So  most  Scotchmen 
may  be  found  out.  But,  Sir,  little  aberrations 
are  of  no  disadvantage.  I  never  catched 
Mallet  in  a  Scotch  accent ;  and  yet  Mallet.  I 
suppose,  was  past  five-and-twenty  before  he 
came  to  London.** 

Upon  another  occasion  I  talked  to  him  on 
this  subject,  having  myself  taken  some  pains  to 
improve  my  pronunciation,  by  the  aid  of  the 
late  Mr.  Love  \  of  Drury  Lane  theatre,  when 
he  was  a  player  at  Edinburgh,  and  also  of  <>!  1 
Mr.  Sheridan.  Johnson  said  to  me,  ''^<^. 
your  pronunciation  is  not  ofiensive.**  With 
this  concession  I  was  pretty  well  satisfied ;  vA 
let  me  give  my  countrymen  of  North  Britain 
an  advice  not  to  aim  at  absolute  perfection  in 
this  respect ;  not  to  speak  High  English,  is 
we  are  apt  to  call  what  is  far  removed  from  the 
Seotekf  but  which  is  by  no  means  gtfod  Eng^hh, 
and  makes  ^  the  fools  who  use  it**  truly  ritJi- 
culous.  Good  Enribh  is  plain,  easr.  %rA 
smooth  in  the  mouUi  of  an  unafiected  £nL'ti»h 
gentleman.  A  studied  and  factitious  pronun*  ii* 
tion,  which  requires  perpetual  attention,  in«i 
imposes  perpetual  constraint,  is  exceedicj'^ 
disgusting.  A  small  intennijcture  of  prorim  .aJ 
peculiarities  may,  perhaps,  have  an  agrei'nl  !f 
efiect,  as  the  notes  of  diflerent  birds  concur  in 
the  harmony  of  the  grove,  and  please  nvr^ 
than  if  they  were  all  exactly  alike.  I  oM 
name  some  gentlemen  of  Ireland  ^  to  whom  t 
slight  proportion  of  the  accent  and  reciutite 
of  that  country  is  an  advantage.  The  samf 
observation  will  apply  to  the  gentlemen  c( 


tfvrwi.  Jokntom  mnntertd^  *  Ak,  $ir;  there  mm  Ktllf  t'ar*U 
and  leu  9trtme.* "  It  happens,  unluckily  Utr  the  mxm  >.  >  •• 
this  anerdote.  that  I.ord  MansSeld  surrivcd  Dr.  J^t-*>* 
above  eight  jears.  —  CaoKia. 

*  The  general  tone  of  sodetr  It  probably  taproved  »-■  t^  • 
respect,  and  there  Is  certaliiljr  a  marked  ainei>«in''t  -> 
forensic  manners  since  the  ilmti  Sir  Alcsaader  %*^  '-^ 
alluded  to.  —  Cbokii. 

>  John  Dunnlifk.  bom  In  1731.  mie  nrihe  aMst  tnte^* 
lawyers  of  his  time,  and  ao  active  polklciaa.    He  »(''    '^ 
himself  to  Lord  Sbelbum,  and  was  creatvd  Ixwd  A**- '      ^ 
during  his  short  admlnistraUoe.  He  died  In  ITU.  -  <  *  «'.^ 

*  Love  was  an  assumed  name.    He  was  the  K^ri  •"'  Vr 
Dance,  the  architect,    lie  resided  many  years  at  I  ^»*  •  '^ 
as  manager  of  the  theatre ;  he  rnnoved,  In  1761,  to  P^  'f 
Lane,  ami  died  In  1771.    He  wrote  sowie  ta^gtrksl  p«<«*  ** 
no  reputation. '—CaoR Km.  ^ 

*  Mr.  Boswell  probably  Indodcd.  hi  thisob«T«sr>'«.  «' 
Burke  ;  who.  to  the  last,  retained  more  of  the  true  a<>^*  •^ 
than  was  agreeable  to  Engliih  anrs.  —  CaoRia. 
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Scotland.  IdonotmetiitliiitweahoDldtpeakas 
broftd  as  a  certain  prosperous  member  m  par- 
liament firom  that  country';    though  it  has 
been  well  obaerred,  that  ^  it  has  been  of  no 
small  use  to  him,  as  it  rouses  the  attention  of 
the  House  bj  its  uncommonness;  and  is  equal 
to  tropes    and  fiffures   in   a   good   Ei^gush 
speaker.**     I  would  giye  as  an  instance  of 
what  I  mean  to  recommend  to  my  country- 
men, the  pronunciation  of  the  late  Sir  Gilbert 
Elliot';  and  may  I  presume  to  add  that  of 
the  present  Earl  of  Marchmont ',  who  told  me 
with  great  good  humour,  that  the  master  of 
a  shop  in  London,  where  he  was  not  known, 
said   to   him,   **I  suppose,  Sir,  jou   are   an 
American.**  *«  Why  so.  Sir  P  **  said  his  Lord- 
ship.    **  Because,  Sir,'*  replied  the  shopkeeper, 
'^yon  speak  neither  English  nor  Scotch,  but 
something  different  from  both,  which  I  con- 
clude is  &e  language  of  America.** 

Boewsu..  ^t  may  be  of  use.  Sir,  to  have 
a  Dictionary  to  ascertain  the  pronunciation.** 
JoBHsoB.  '*Why,  Sir,  mjr  Dictionary  shows 
you  the  accent  of  words,  if  you  can  but  re- 
member them.**  BoswBLL.  *'But»  Sir,  we 
want  marks  to  ascertain  the  pronunciation  of 
the  vowels.  Sheridan,  I  believe,  has  finished 
such  a  work.**  Johnsoh.  **  Why,  Sir,  consider 
how  much  easier  it  is  to  leam  a  lon^age 
by  the  ear,  than  by  any  marks.  Shendan*s 
Dictionary  may  do  very  well ;  but  you  cannot 
always  carnr  it  about  with  you :  and,  when 
you  want  the  word,  you  have  not  the  Dic- 
tionaxy.  It  is  like  a  man  who  has  a  sword 
that  will  not  draw.  It  is  an  admirable  sword, 
to  be  sure :  but  while  your  enemy  is  cutting 
your  throat,  you  are  unable  to  use  it.  Be- 
sides, Sir,  what  entitles  Sheridan  to  fix  the 
pronunciation  of  English?  He  has,  in  the 
first  pbioe,  the  disiulvantage  of  being  an 
Irishman ;  and  if  he  says  he  will  fix  it  after 
the  example  of  the  best  company,  why,  they 
difler  among  themselves.  I  remember  an  in- 
stance: when  I  published  the  plan  for  my 
Dietlonary,  Lord  Uhesterfield  told  me  that  the 
word  greai  should  be  pronounced  so  as  to 
riiyme  to  state;  and  Sir  William  Yonge^ 
sent  me  word  that  it  should  be  pronounced 
so  as  to  rhyme  to  seatj  and  that  none  but  an 
Irishman  would  pronounce  it  graU,  Now, 
here  were  two  men  of  the  highest  rank,  the 
one  the  best  speaker  in  the  House  of  Lords, 


>  Mr.  Dandu,  toeeeMlTely  Lord  AdTocnte,  SccreUrr  of 
State.  Firrt  Lonl  of  ihe  Admiraltj,  and  Vlfcoont  Melfllle, 
wlHMe  accent  and  numj  of  whose  phrases  were  to  the 
last  peeidtarljr  natfamal.  Sea  poai,  sub  Sept.  99.  1777.— 
CaoKsa. 

s  The  third  Barooct,  fiitber  of  the  first  Lord  Mlnto ;  a 
ynlkman  of  distinctioD  la  the  political,  and  not  anknown 
la  the  poetical,  world :  he  died  in  1777  Is  it  not,  however, 
ntber  Hibermiam  to  recommend  as  a  model  of  prommetsthm 
one  wko  I«  alreadf  dead  —  ^fputmmpet  ignotiut  t—  CaoKaa. 
Sir  Giltwfft  Elliot  wrote  the  beiuitiful  pastoral  ballad  quoted 
in  tbe  noces  to  the  Lay  of  the  Last  Minstrel,  **  Mj  sheep  I 

■*  Ae. —  LOCKHABT. 

Hufb,  Ibarth  Barl  of  Marehmont,  the  friend  and  exe- 
or  fVipe ;  bom  la  I70B.  died  in  1794.  —  CaoKsa. 
«  Sir  WUlUm  Yooge,  Secretarj  at  War  in  Sir  Robert 


the  other  the  best  speaker  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  differing  entirely." 

I  again  visited  nim  at  mght.  Finding  him 
in  a  very  ffood  humour,  I  ventured  to  lead  him 
to  the  subject  of  our  situation  in  a  future 
state,  havmg  much  curiosity  to  know  his 
notions  on  tlut  point.  Johkson.  ^  Why,  Sir, 
the  happiness  of  an  unembodied  spirit  will 
consist  m  a  consciousness  of  the  favour  of  God, 
in  the  contem]>lation  of  truth,  and  in  the  dos- 
session  of  felicitating  ideas."  Boswell.  '*But, 
Sir,  is  there  any  harm  in  our  forming  to  our- 
selves conjectures  as  to  the  particulars  of  our 
hi^piness,  though  the  Scripture  has  ssdd  but 
very  little  on  the  subject  ?  '  We  know  not 
what  we  shall  be.'**  JoHxsoxf.  "  Sir,  there  is 
no  harm.  What  philosonhy  suggests  to  us  on 
this  topic  is  probaole :  wnat  Scnpture  tells  us 
u  certain.  I>r.  Henry  More  *  has  carried  it  as 
far  as  philosophy  can.  You  may  buy  both  his 
theological  and  philosophical  works,  in  two 
volumes  folio,  for  about  eight  shillings.**  Bos- 
wxLk  **  One  of  the  most  pleasing  thoughts 
is,  that  we  shall  see  our  friends  again.**' 
JoHHSOH.  ^  Yes,  Sir ;  but  you  must  consider, 
that  when  we  are  become  purely  rational, 
many  of  our  friendships  will  be  cut  ofil  Many 
friendships  are  formed  by  a  community  of 
sensual  pleasures:  all  these  will  be  cut  ofil 
We  form  many  friendships  with  bad  men,  be- 
cause they  have  agreeable  qualities,  and  they 
can  be  useful  to  us ;  but,  after  death,  they  can 
no  longer  be  of  use  to  us.  ^  We  form  many 
friendships  by  mistake,  imagining  people  to  m 
difierent  from  what  they  really  are.  After 
death,  we  shall  see  every  one  in  a  true  light 
Then,  Sir,  they  talk  of  our  meeting  our  rela- 
tions ;  but  then  all  relationship  is  dissolved ; 
and  we  shall  have  no  regard  tor  one  person 
more  than  another,  but  lor  their  real  value. 
However,  we  shall  either  have  the  satisfaction 
of  meeting  our  friends,  or  be  satisfied  without 
meeting  them.**  Boswell.  ^*  Yet,  Sir,  we  see 
in  Scripture,  that  Dives  still  retained  an  an- 
xious concern  about  his  brethren.*'  Jobnbok. 
**Why,  Sir,  we  must  either  suppose  that 
passage  to  be  metaphorical,  or  bold,  with 
many  divines  and  all  the  Furgatorians,  that 
departed  souls  do  not  all  at  once  arrive  at  the 
utmost  perfection  of  which  they  are  capable.*' 
BoswBLL.  ^*  I  think,  Sir,  that  is  a  very  rational 
supposition.**    Jonxsoir.    *^Why  yes,  Sir;  but 


Walpole*!  admtnlstratlon.  and  therefore  Tery  odious  to  Pope, 
who  makes  frequent  depreciating  allusions  to  him.  He  died 
in  1755.— The  pronunciation  Is  now  settled  beyond  question 
in  Lord  Chesterfield's  way.— Cbokbb. 

*  Called  the  Platonist,  on  account  of  his  Toluminous  efforts 
to  blend  the  Platonic  philosophy  with  Christianity.  He, 
Van  HelmoDt,  and  Valentine  Greatrakes,  all  mystics  m  their 
several  professions,  were  patronised  by  Anne  Finch,  Lady 
Conway,  (herself  a  mystic,)  and  all  resided  for  some  time  in 
her  house  at  Ragley,  where  there  is  a  portrait  of  Van  Hel- 
mont,  and  where  were  found,  by  Horace  Walpole,  several 
letters  of  Dr.  More.  —  CaoKia. 

•  Bishop  Hall,  in  his  Epistle,  "discoursing  of  the  different 
degrees  or  heavenly  glory,  and  of  our  mutual  knowledge  of 
each  other  above,"  holds  tbe  affirmative  ou  both  titese  ques- 
tions. —  Malonb. 
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•we  do  not  know  it  is  a  true  on&  Tliere  is  no 
harm  in  believing  it:  but  you  must  not  eompd 
others  to  make  it  an  article  of  taith ;  fbr  it  is 
not  revealed.*'  Boewaix.  ^*Do  yon  think, 
Sir,  it  is  wrong  in  a  man  who  holds  the  doo- 
trinc  of  PurgatoTT,  to  pray  for  the  souls  of  his 
deceased  friends.  Johnsoit.  **  Why  no,  Sir." 
Boswmx.  *'I  have  been  told,  that  in  the 
liturgy  of  the  episcopal  church  of  Scotland, 
there  was  a  form  of  prayer  fbr  the  dead.** 
JoHNSOH.  ^  Sir,  it  is  not  m  the  liturgy  which 
Laud  framed  for  the  episcopal  church  of  Scot- 
land :  if  there  is  a  liturgy  older  than  that,  I 
should  be  glad  to  see  it.**  Boswbll.  **  As  to 
our  employment  in  a  future  state,  the  sacred 
writings  say  little.  The  Revelation,  however, 
of  St.  John  pveB  ns  many  ideas,  and  parti- 
colarly  mentions  music.**  Johsson.  ^  Why, 
Sir,  ideas  must  be  eiven  you  by  means  of 
somethmg  which  you  know :  and  as  to  music, 
there  are  some  philosophers  and  divines  who 
have  maintained,  that  we  shall  not  be  >pn*i- 
tualised  to  rach  a  degree,  but  that  something 
of  matter,  ver^  much  refined,  will  remain.  In 
that  case,  mane  may  make  a  part  of  our  future 
felicity.- 

BoswiLL.  **  I  do  not  know  whether  there 
are  any  well-attested  stories  of  the  appesruiee 
of  ghosts.  You  know  there  is  a  fiunous  story 
of  the  appearance  of  Mrs.  Veal,  prefixed  to 
*  Drelmooort  on  Death.'**  Jomrson.  **  I  bdieve, 
Sir,  that  is  given  up.*  I  believe  the  woman 
declared  upon  her  death-bed  that  it  was  a  lie.** 
Boswsix.  **  IhM  objection  is  made  against  the 
truth  of  ffhosts^  appearing :  that  if  the^  are  in 
a  state  or  happiness,  it  i^uld  be  a  pnnishment 
to  them  to  return  to  this  world ;  and  if  they 
are  in  a  state  of  misery,  it  would  be  giving 
them  a  respite.**  Johhson.  ''Why,  Sir,  as 
the  hi^piness  or  misery  of  embodied  *  spirits 
docs  not  depend  upon  place,  but  b  intellectual, 
we  cannot  say  that  they  are  less  hupy  or  less 
miserable  by  appearing  upon  earth.*' 

We  went  down  between  twelve  and  one  to 
Mn.  Williams's  room,  and  drank  tea.  I  men- 
tioned that  we  were  to  have  the  Remains  of 
Mr.  Gray,  in  prose  and  verse,  published  by 
Mr.  Mason.  Johhsov.  *'I  think  we  have 
had  enough  of  Gray.  I  see  they  have  published 
a  splendid  edition  of  Akenside*s  works.  One 
baa  ode  may  be  sufi*ered ;  but  a  number  of 
them  together  makes  one  side.**  Boswxix. 
''Akenside*s  distinguished  poem  is  his  *  Plea- 
sures of  Imagination;*  but  for  my  part,  I  never 
could  admire  it  so  much  as  most  people  do.** 
Johnson.  '*  Sir,  I  could  not  read  it  through.'* 
BoswELL.  **  I  have  read  it  through ;  but  I 
did  not  find  any  great  power  in  it.** 

^  I  mentioned  Elwal,  the  heretic,  whose  trial ' 
Sir  John  Pringle  had  given  me  to  read.  Jons- 


soK.  **•  Sir,  Mr.Elwal  was,  I 
moncer  at  Wolveriiamptun ;  and  he  kad  s 
mind  to  make  himself  famous,  h^  being  Cbe 
founder  of  a  new  sect,  which  he  wisbed  muck 
should  be  called  £iwalUam.  He  held,  thst 
every  thing  in  the  Oid  Testament  that  wsi  not 
typical,  was  to  be  of  perpetual  observance; 
and  so  be  wore  a  ribmid  in  the  plaits  of  bis 
coat,  and  he  also  wore  a  beard.  I  remember  I 
had  the  honour  of  dining  in  oonpany  with  Mr. 
ElwaL  There  was  one  Barter,  a  miller,  wbc 
wrote  agmnst  him;  and  you  had  the  cod- 
troversy  betwees  Mr.Elwal  and  Mr.BtfUr. 
To  try  to  make  himself  distinguished,  be  wrote 
a  letter  to  King  George  the  Second,  chslleo^- 
ing  him  to  dispute  with  him,  in  which  be  wd 
*  Greoige,  if  you  be  afraid  to  oome  by  yourteli^ 
to  dilute  with  a  poor  old  man,  yon  naj  brin; 
a  thousand  of  your  MacA-guards  with  yoa: 
and  if  you  should  still  be  afraid,  vou  msy  brio; 
a  thousand  of  your  red  guards.  The  letter 
had  something  of  the  impodenoe  of  Junius  to 
our  present  King.  But  the  men  of  Wolver- 
hampton  were  not  so  infiammable  as  the  cod- 
mon  oouncil  of  London ;  so  1&.  Elwsl  ftiled 
in  his  scheme  of  making  himaelf  a  msa  oi 
great  oonseauence.** 

On  Tuesday,  March  51^  Iw  and  I  dined  at 
General  Paoli*s.  A  qneatioB  was  started, 
whether  the  state  of  marriage  was  natanl  to 
man.  JoRxaoir.  **  Sir,  it  ia  so  far  from  bein^ 
natural  for  a  man  and  woaaan  to  live  in  a  stite 
of  marriage,  th^  we  find  all  the  aaotivei  vbidi 
tbev  have  for  remaining  ia  that  connecti  >n. 
ana  the  restraints  which  civilised  societj  im- 
poses to  prevent  separatioii,  are  hardiT  mdi- 
cient  to  keep  them  together.**  The  Oeaenl 
said,  that  in  a  state  of  nature  a  nan  and 
woman  imiting  together  would  form  a  stroof 
and  constant  affection,  by  the  mutual  plean^re 
each  would  receive ;  and  that  the  same  cauxs 
of  dissension  would  not  arise  between  tbesi. 
as  occur  between  husband  and  wife  in  a  cnii* 
ised  state.  Josnson.  ^  Sir,  they  would  ba«' 
dissensions  enough,  thoueh  of  anothtf  bind. 
One  would  choose  to  go  a  hunting  in  this  vo(«i 
the  other  in  that;  one  would  choose  totr^* 
fishmg  m  this  lake,  the  other  in  that;  or,  per- 
haps, one  would  chooea  to  go  a  hunting,  «b<a 
the  other  would  choose  to  go  a  fishing ;  and  so 
thev  would  part.  Besides,  Sir,  a  savage  lus 
and  a  savage  woman  meet  hj  dance:  aad 
when  the  man  sees  another  woman  that  {>u'i^ 
him  better,  he  will  leave  the  first" 

We  then  fell  into  a  disquisition,  wb>**^ 

there  is  anv  beaut^r  independent  of  uuitv- 

The  General  maintained  there  was  not.    I>r> 

I  Johnson  maintained  that  there  was;  sad  w 

'  instanced  a  cofiee  cup  which  he  held  in  v» 

I  hand,  the  painting  of  which  was  of  no  real  uf^ 


<  Thl«  action  It  known  to  htre  Imm  (iitmiI«4  bf  D«ri«l 
Defo«,  and  wu  add^d  to  th«  Mc^d  odition  of  tiM  Bngllih 
CraiitUdon  of  DrellmNtiirt'i  wnrk  (which  w««  ortftnAllj 
writ  Urn  In  FnrKk),  to  mako  It  Mil.    Tb«  Irit  cditioo  hmi  It 

ox.  — Maloms. 


•  HhottU  not  thft  to  ** « 
s  *'The  TrluniBh  of  TraUi; 
TH.^1  or  B.  BlwJ  for  H«fMiy  wii 
This  U  »Ui«r  tiM  ranbllfv  ' 
thu  Uio  aceoiiM  of  ft  Irtal.  — 


»f» 


•I  1U 
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IS  the  cup  iroiild  hold  the  coffee  equall j  weU 
if  dIaid  ;  ret  the  paintiiig  wts  bemitiAil. 

We  talked  of  the  strange  custom  of  ffwearing 
in  coDTenatbB.  The  (Ssneral  said,  that  aU 
bsrbaroixs  na^ns  swore  from  a  certain  violence 
of  temper,  that  could  not  be  confeied  to  earth, 
hot  was  ahrays  reaching  at  the  powers  above. 
He  said,  too,  that  there  was  greater  variety  of 
swearing,  in  proportion  as  there  was  a  greaiter 
rarietj  of  religions  ceremonies. 

Br.  Johnson  went  home  with  me  to  my 
lodgings  in  Condnit  Street  and  drank  tea,  pre- 
rions  to  our  going  to  the  Pantheon,  wnkh 
neither  of  us  had  seen  before. 

He  said,  *«  Goldsmith^s  Life  of  Ftenell  is 
poor ;  not  that  it  is  poorly  written,  but  that  he 
bad  poor  materials ;  for  nobody  can  write  the 
life  of  a  man,  but  those  who  have  eal  and 
drunk  and  lived  in  social  intercourse  with 
him." 

I  said,  that  if  it  was  not  troublesome  and 
presomins  too  much,  I  would  request  htm  to 
tdl  me  all  the  little  circumstances  of  his  life ; 
▼Iiit  sdKx^  he  attended,  when  he  came  to 
Oxford,  when  he  came  to  London,  &c.  &c. 
He  did  not  disi^yprove  of  mycuriosity  as  to 
these  particulars ;  but  said,  **  They*ll  come  out 
hj  degrees,  as  we  talk  together.** ' 

He  oemured  Boffhead^  Life  of  Pope  * ;  and 
nid,  **lie  knew  nothing  of  Pope,  ana  nothing 
of  poetry.**  He  pndsed  Dr.  Joseph  Warton^ 
EiBv  on  Pbpe ;  but  said,  **  he  supposed  we 
dxnild  have  no  more  of  it,  as  the  author  had 
not  been  able  to  persuade  the  world  to  thiiJc 
of  Pcne  as  he  did.'*  Boswbll.  ^Wh;^!  ^> 
should  that  prevent  him  from  continnmg  his 
▼ork?  He  IS  an  ingenious  counsel,  who  has 
node  the  most  of  his  cause :  he  is  not  obliged 
tonm  it**  JoHRSoir.  **But,  Sir,  there  is  a 
<fi£rence,  when  the  cause  is  of  a  man's  own 
making." 

We  talked  of  the  proper  use  of  riches. 
JoHHioir.  ''If  I  were  a  man  of  a  great  estate, 
I  voold  drive  all  the  rascals  whom  I  did  not 
like  out  of  the  county,  at  an  election." 

I  asked  ym,  how  far  he  thought  wealth 
Aoold  be  eanployed  In  hospitality.    Johnsov. 


I  Xn.  Piotsl  isj«,  ••When,  im  th«  ISUi  of  JqIt,  1778,  I 
■^PCMd  to  alhideto  hts  fntore  UograBber,  *  And  who  will 
^nyUofraphcr.*  fsid  be,  *  do  jtm  thmkr '  *  GoMsmltii,  bo 
'mf**'  replted  1,  •  and  he  will  do  it  the  best  sraong  lu.*  — 
'  The  docwwdd  write  UbeM,  to  be  rare.*  replied  he  $  *  tmt 
Ui  mtiealar  mMea  towardi  me,  aad  general  diiref  ard  for 
Wa.  would  inifce  tlie  book  inelew  to  all,  and  injnrioo*  to 
^aaracter.'—'Oh!  a«  to  that.*  said  I,* we  tboaM  all 
y<e  opoa  him,  and  Ibree  hloi  to  do  yon  Jotcioe  ;  but  the 
**^  it,  the  Doctor  doet  not  kmom  yoor  llfr ;  nor  can  I  tell, 
■■ead,  who  doea,  enceptDr.  TajioroT  Ashbourne.*  —  *  Why, 
Tiylar.*  said  be,  *la  better  acquainted  with  my  hrart  than 
■7  >Mii)r  wooaaa  now  alire ;  and  the  hlitorr  ofmy  Oxlbrd 
ppWiB  Uei  alt  between  Mm  and  Adams ;  but  Dr.  James 
taves  ay  revr  early  days  better  Uian  he.  After  my  coming  to 
*^natm  to  dme  U»e  world  about  a  little,  you  mutt  all  go  to 
M  Hawteswovth  for  anecdotes :  I  lived  Injgreat  familiarfty 
*<n  faia  (UmmIi  1  think  there  waa  not  much  affcction)  from 
we  Tear  I79S  tlU  the  time  Mr.  Thrale  and  you  took  me  up. 
1  tafend,  however,  to  disappoint  the  rogues,  and  either  malie 

El  write  the  Llfe^  with  Taylor's  tntelilgenoe ;  or.  which  is 
(«*  do  11  myad(  after  ontUrinf  you  all.    1  am  now,' 


"•  Yon  are  to  eomider  that  aactent  hospitality, 
of  which  we  hear  so  much,  was  in  an  uncom- 
mercial country,  when  men,  being  idle,  were 
f  lad  to  be  entertaiDed  ai  rich  men's  taUes. 
jut  in  a  commercial  country,  a  busv  country, 
time  becomes  precious,  and  therefore  hospitality 
is  not  so  much  valued.  No  doubt  there  is  still 
room  for  a  certain  degree  of  it ;  and  a  man  has 
a  satistiMtion  in  seeing  his  friends  eatiiig  and 
drinking  aroand  him.  But  promiscuous  hos- 
pitaKty  is  not  the  way  to  gatii  real  influence. 
You  must  help  some  people  at  table  before 
others;  yon  must  ask  some  people  how  tiiey 
like  their  wine  oftener  than  others.  You  there- 
fore oflbnd  more  people  than  you  please.  You 
are  like  the  French  statesman  ^  who  said,  when 
he  granted  a  favour,  *  JTaifixU  dix  meamieKtt  et 
un  ingraL*  Besides,  Sir,  being  entertained  ever 
so  well  at  a  man's  table,  impresses  no  lasting 
regard  or  esteem.  No,  Sir^  the  way  to  make 
sure  of  power  and  influence  is,  by  lending 
money  confidentially  to  your  neighbours  at  a 
small  interest,  or  perhi^  at  no  interest  at  all, 
and  having  their  bonds  in  your  possession.** 
BoswBLLb  **May  not  a  man,  Sir,  employ  his 
riches  to  advantage,  in  educating  young  men 
of  sKrit  ?"  Johubor.  ''  Yes,  Sir,  if  they  fall 
in  yoor  way ;  but  if  it  be  niuleratood  that  you 
patronise  young  men  of  merit,  you  will  be 
narassed  with  solicitations.  You  will  have 
numbers  forced  upon  you,  who  have  no  merit ; 
some  will  force  them  upon  you  fiom  mistaken 
partiality ;  and  some  from  downright  interested 
motives,  without  scruple ;  and  you  will  be  dis- 
graced.** 

**  Were  I  a  rich  man,  I  would  propagato  all 
kinds  of  trees  that  will  grow  in  the  open  air. 
A  greenhouse  is  childish.  I  would  introduce 
foreign  animsdbi  into  the  coantry ;  for  instance, 
the  rein-deer."  ♦ 

The  conversation  now  tmed  on  critical 
subjects.  JoHRSOor.  *'Bayes,  in  *The  Ke- 
hears^l,*  is  a  mighty  silly  character.  If  it  was 
intended  to  be  like  a  particular  man,  it  could 
only  be  diverting  while  that  man  was  remem- 
bered. But  I  question  whether  it  was  meant 
for  Dryden,  as  has  been  reported;  for  we 


added  he.  *  keeping  a  diary,  in  hopes  of  using  It  for  that  pur- 
pose seme  time.*  '* 

I  suspect  thai  there  is  here  a  good  deal  of  error ;  the 
alhMtoo  to  Oxford  exploits  (as  well  as  the  stor^  of  tlae  shoes, 
ffNiS,  p.  IS.)  seema  iaeonsistent  with  tlie  evidence  of  the 
books  of  Fembroke  and  Christ  Church  Collcfes,  thai  John- 
son liad  left  Oxford  before  Taylor  came  thither.  There 
is  also  manifest  faconsistency  In  the  reference  to  Hawkes- 
worth  for  his  r«r/y  London  life,  with  the  statement,  that 
tbeta*  Intimacy  bcsan  fn  ITBS,  when  Jofanaon  liad  been  already 
stetaen  years  hi  London.  —>  CaoKaa. 

*  Owen  Roffhead  was  bom  In  17SB,  and  died  in  ITSB ;  In 
which  year  bis  **  Life  of  Pope  **  was  publnhed  The  ma- 
terials were  supplied  by  Dr.  Warbwton,  who  corrected  the 
proof  sheets.  —  Waiorr. 

3  T^  M  French  statesman  **  was  Louis  the  Fourteenth. 
—  LocKBsaT. 

*  This  project  has  sfaiee  been  reelised.  Sir  Henry  Uddd, 
who  made  a  spirited  tour  into  Lapland,  brought  two  rein- 
deer to  his  estate  In  Northomberland,  where  they  bred ;  but 
the  race  has  unfortunately  perished.  —  Bocwm.. 
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know  some  of  the  pusages  said  to  be  ridiculed 
were  written  since  the  Rehearsal:  at  least  a 
paasase  mentioned  in  the  Preface  is  of  a  later 
date.  '  I  maintained  that  it  had  merit  as  a 
general  satire  on  the  self-imoortance  of  dra- 
matic authors.  But  eren  in  tnis  light  he  held 
it  Terj  cheap. 

We  then  walked  to  the  Pantheon.  The  first 
▼iew  of  it  did  not  strike  us  so  much  as  Rane* 
lagh  *,  of  which  he  sud,  the  oomp  dttil  was  the 
finest  thin^  he  had  ever  seen.**  The  truth  is, 
Ranelagh  is  of  a  more  beautiful  form ;  more  of 
it,  or  rather  indeed  the  whole  rotendia,  appears 
at  once,  and  it  is  better  lighted.  However,  as 
Johnson  observed,  we  saw  the  Pantheon  in 
time  of  mourning,  when  there  was  a  dull  uni- 
fbrmitj ;  whereas  we  had  seen  Ranelagh  when 
the  view  was  enlivened  with  a  gajr  profusion  of 
colours.  Mrs.  Bosville^  of  Gunthwait,  in  York- 
shire, joined  us,  and  entered  into  conversation 
with  us.  Johnson  said  to  me  afterwards,  **  Sir, 
this  is  a  mighty  intelligent  lady.** 

I  said  there  was  not  half  a  guinea*s  worth  of 

Eleasure  in  seeing  this  place.  Johhsoh.  ''But, 
ir,  there  is  half  a  guinea's  worth  of  inferiority 
to  other  people  in  not  having  seen  it.**  Boe- 
WBLL.  ^  1  doubt,  Sir,  whether  there  are  many 
happy  people  here.**  Johksoh.  **  Yes,  Sir,  there 
are  many  nappy  people  here.  There  are  many 
people  here  who  are  watching  hundreds,  and 
who  think  hundreds  are  watchmg  them.** 

Happening  to  meet  Sir  Adam  Fexi^uson  ^,  I 
presented  him  to  Dr.  Johnson.  Sir  Adam 
expressed  some  i^iprehension  that  the  Pantheon 
would  encourage  luxury.  '*  Sir,**  said  John- 
son, ^I  am  a  great  friend  to  public  amuse- 
ments ;  for  they  keep  people  from  vice.  You 
now,**  addressing  himself  to  me,  '*  would  have 
been  with  a  wench,  had  you  not  been  here. 
Oh  !  I  forgot  you  were  married.** 

Sir  Adam  suggested,  that  luxury  corrupts 
a  people,  and  destroy  the  spirit  of  liberty. 
JoHKSoN.  ^  Sir,  that  is  all  visionary.  I  would 
not  give  half  a  guinea  to  live  under  one  form 
of  government  rather  than  another.    It  is  of 


>  Dr.  JohnsoD  Mems  to  have  meant  tha  addreu  to  the 
reader,  with  a  kejr,  which  hai  been  preflxed  to  the  later  edi- 
tions ;  he  dM  not  know,  it  appean,  that  MTeral  Mldnrioiu 
were  made  to  **  The  Refaeanal/'  after  the  flrst  editioa.  The 
ridicule  on  the  pasMget  here  alluded  to  Is  found  among 
those  aiUitions.  —  Malone.  Bajes  was  perhaps  originallv 
sketched  for  Sir  William  Davenant,  as  tite  brown  paper  patch 
on  his  note  Indicates,  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  Snishcd 
picture  was  meant  for  Dryden  — .  Ar  kimueifiumplmiiu  Mierlif 
tkut  it  lAw  so  ;  and  Johnson,  better  Informed  when  he  came 
to  write  Drjden's  Llf^  expretslf  sars,  that  **  be  was  ch»- 
ractrrlsed  under  the  name  of  Bayes  la  *  The  Rahearsal.*  ** 
—  CaoKta. 

>  RtmelmfK  m  called  because  Its  sit*  was  that  of  a  villa  of 
Viscount  Ranelagh,  near  Chelsea,  was  a  place  of  eotertalu- 
roenr,  of  which  tlie  principal  room  was  a  Kottmda  of  great  di- 
mensions, with  an  orchestra  in  the  centre,  and  tiers  of  lx>xes 
all  round.  The  chief  amusement  was  froumemadmg,  as  It  «i-as 
called,  round  and  round  the  circular  area  l>elow,  and  taking 
rtfreshments  in  the  boxes,  while  the  orchevtra  exectited  dlf- 
fermt  pieces  of  muiic.  The  F^mlktim,  In  Oxford  Street, 
was  biitlt  in  1773,  after  WjrattU  designs,  as  a  kind  of  town 
lUmelagk,  iMit  partook  more  of  the  shape  of  a  theatre  (to  the 
purposes  of  which  It  was  sometimes  applied).  Both  these 
pl«ces  had  a  considerable  vogue  for  a  time,  but  are  now 
almost  forgotten :  the  last  appearance  (if  one  may  use  the 
expression)  of  Ranelagh  was  at  the  instaliaUoa  Uul  of  the 


no  moment  to  the  happiness  of  an  individuiL 
Sir,  the  danger  of  the  abuse  of  power  is  no- 
thing to  a  private  man.  MThat  FreDchmsn  is 
prevented  from  passing  his  life  ss  be  pleasesr^ 
Sib  Ai>am .  ^  But,  Sir,  in  the  British  coniti- 
tution  it  is  surely  of  importance  to  keep  up  a 
spirit  in  the  people,  so  as  to  preserve  sbilaiioe 
against  the  crown.**  Johhsox.  *'Sir,  I  per- 
ceive vou  are  a  vile  Whig,^  Why  sll  this 
childish  jealousy  of  Uie  power  of  the  crows? 
The  crown  has  not  power  enough*  When  I 
say  that  all  governments  are  alike,  I  consider 
that  in  no  government  power  can  be  sbiucd 
long.  Mankind  will  not  bear  it.  If  a  soTcreigs 
ojipresses  his  people  to  a  great  degree,  tbej 
will  rise  and  cut  off  his  head,  ifiiere  is  • 
remedy  in  human  nature  against  tyranny,  that 
will  keep  us  safe  under  every  form  of  govern- 
ment. Had  not  the  ^ple  of  France  thought 
themselves  honoured  in  uiaring  in  the  brilliant 
actions  of  Louis  XIV.,  they  would  not  have 
endured  him ;  and  we  may  say  the  same  of  the 
King  of  Frussia*8  people.**  Sir  Adam  istro- 
duc«l  the  ancient  Gredcs  aad  Bomans.  Joax- 
SOM.  ^  Sir,  the  mass  of  both  of  them  were 
barbarians.  The  mass  of  every  people  must 
be  barbarous  where  there  is  no  printing,  aixi 
consequently  knowledge  is  not  generallj  dif- 
fused. Knowledge  is  diffused  among  our  peo- 
ple by  the  newspapers.**  Sir  Adam  mentiooeil 
the  orators,  poets,  and  artists  of  Greece.  Joas- 
SON.  *'Sir,  lam  talking  of  the  mass  of  the  peo- 
ple. We  see  even  what  the  boasted  Atbeniaai 
were.  The  little  effect  which  DemostheiM 
orations  had  upon  them  shows  that  they  wov 
barbarians.** 

Sir  Adam  was  unlucky  in  his  topics ;  for  he 
sug^ted  a  doubt  of  the  propriety  of  bi»h<ip» 
having  seats  in  the  House  of  Lords.  Joux^ox. 
"How  so,  Sir?  Who  is  more  proper  M 
bavins  the  dignity  of  a  peer,  than  a  bt>ix'f^ 
provided  a  bishop  be  what  he  oncht  U>  be  ?  an^ 
if  improper  bishops  be  made,  that  is  not  th' 
fault  of  the  bishops,  but  of  those  who  ns^ 
them.** 


Knitbts  of  the  Bath,  la  1908.  when  I  saw  It  u  <  ^J^ 
•cribed,  vei7  brilliant  In  eompaar,  but  Mmewbai  (*V<1  o 
lU  own decoratkmt.  It  hai  shue baan  rased  to  tbe  r^'JO; 
and  no  vestige  of  that  onoe  falrr  palace  reaufaia.  Th«  •«'  •  ^ 
Pantheon  was  bnroed  down  In  179S,  but  wa»  r*^ -i  *" ', 
more  moderate  acale.  and  used  to  be  beard  of  m  the  *^^' 
an  occasional  masquerade  or  concert ;  but  k  hM  »  <  ^' 
opened.  It  is  beliered.  for  the  hut  tmenty  y«an.  - 1 ''^ 
In  1S34,  the  bulldina  was  cooTorted  Into  a  buatf . '  V  '     Ir 

>  Diana  Mentworth.  wife  of  Godfrev  Bot^ntefM^ 
Gonthwalt,  whose  daoghtar  had  married,  la  170*.  ^  '  ^*^ 
ander  (afterwards  created  Lord)  MMsduoald.  —  C««a>*  .^ 

<  Sir  Adam  FergusoM  ofKelkamn,  Bart.,  memtxt  at  rv* 
liament  for  Arrshlre  from  1774  to  I7S0.  <-.  Caoaia. 

»  ThU  afaln  U  "  laxitj  of  talk.-  If  a  Frmcheua  hi* 
written  aar  thina  like  Johnson's  -  Korfolk  rnft>ti1  ' 
talked  of  Louis  XV.  as  Johnson  did  of  G«irfe  the  V^o'. 
he  would  hare  been  either  forced  to  Sr.  or  woaU  ^s<'  '^' 
plated  hU  indiscretion  io  tbe  Bastille :  poor  lUr«Kdnti>;  v^ 
we  know,  sent  to  the  Bastille  for  rrpeatlnf  the  panwi  <<*i 
few  line*  in  a  play,  at  which  a  lord  oC  tha  ha4chsabcr  i^T 
pened  to  Im  onendcd.  ->  CaoKta.  i, 

*  These  words  must  have  been  accompenM  and  «'^'**J 
by  some  jocular  expression  of  counlenaace  or  iet<«*'  ■*  "' 
voice :  for.  rude  as  Johnson  often  was.  It  Is  hanlli  c  -'*'  ' 
ablr  that  he  »hould  have  seriously  saU  sack  a  tt  -l  »• 
gentleman  whom  he  saw  far  Um  flrat  Hme.  —  Caoasa 
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On  Simdajr,  April  5^  after  attending  divine 
lenriee  at  St  F^ol* s  church,  I  found  him  alone. 
Of  a  ichoofanaster  *  of  his  acquaintance,  a  na* 
tire  of  Soodand,  he  said,  ^  He  has  a  great  deal 
of  good  about  him ;  but  he  is  also  yery  defective 
m  loine  respects.  His  inner  part  is  good,  but 
hit  outer  part  is  mightj  awKward.  Yovl  in 
Scotland  do  not  attain  that  nice  critical  skill  in 
liagosges,  which  we  get  in  our  schools  in 
EogisiM.  I  would  not  put  a  boj  to  him,  whom 
I  intended  for  a  man  of  learning.  But  for  the 
Kns  of  citizens,  who  are  to  learn  a  little,  get 
good  morals,  and  then  go  to  trade,  he  maj  do 
Tenr  weiL" 

Imentbned  a  cause  in  which  I  had  appeared 
M  counsel  at  the  bar  of  the  Greneral  Assemblj 
of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  where  a  Prabaiumer 
(ss  one  licensed  to  preadi,  but  not  yet  ordained, 
is  called)  was  oppc«ed  in  his  apoucation  to  be 
indncted,  because  it  was  allegea  that  he  had 
been  gndt/  of  fornication  five  years  before. 
JoHMosr.  ^  Why,  Sir,  if  he  has  repented,  it  is 
not  a  sufficient  objection.  A  man  who  is  good 
enough  to  go  to  heaven,  is  good  enough  to  be 
I  dexgyoian.**  This  was  a  humane  and  liberal 
aentiment.  But  the  character  of  a  clergyman 
u  more  sacred  than  that  of  an  ordinary  Chris- 
tisn.  As  he  is  to  instruct  with  authority,  he 
should  be  r^arded  with  reverence,  as  one  upon 
whom  divine  truth  has  had  the  effect  to  set 
him  above  such  transgressions,  as  men  less 
exalted  by  spiritual  habits,  and  yet  upon  the 
whole  not  to  be  excluded  from  heaven,  have 
heen  betrayed  into  by  the  predominance  of 
panion.  That  clergymen  may  be  considered 
as  sinners  in  general,  as  all  men  are,  cannot  be 
denied ;  but  this  reflection  will  not  counteract 
thdr  good  precepts  so  much,  as  the  absolute 
knovled^  of  their  having  been  guilty  of  cer- 
tain specific  immoral  acts.  I  told  him,  that  b^ 
the  ml»  o£  the  Church  of  Scotland,  in  their 
'^fiook  of  Discipline,**  if  a  Mcandtd^  as  it  is 
csUed,  is  not  prosecuted  for  five  years,  it  can- 
not afterward  be  proceeded  upon,  '^unless  it 
he  of  a  heimnu  nature^  or  again  become  flagrant  ;** 
and  that  hence  a  question  arose,  whether  for- 
nication was  a  sin  of  a  heinous  nature ;  and 
thai  I  had  maintained,  Uiat  it  did  not  deserve 
that  e^thet,  inasmuch  as  it  was  not  one  of 
those  suis  which  argue  very  sreat  depravity  of 
Ivaut :  in  short,  was  not,  in  tne  general  accept- 
ation of  mankind,  a  heinous  sin.  Johhson. 
"No,  Sir,  it  is  not  a  heinous  sin.**  A  heinous 
an  is  that  for  which  a  man  is  punished  with 


*  Mr.  npblnctoiw:  Me  oiKl.  p.  65.  n.  4.  —  Crokik. 

*  h  mMi  oot  be  prMmned  that  Dr.  Johnion  mcut  to  give 
^BrcoalciWDea  to  IkeotUmmeM,  thoogh  in  the  character  of 
M  adffocate  he  Bade  a  jiut  wad  subtle  dUtfaiction  between 
^KMioBil  and  hafaitnal  trantgretaloo.  —  Boswbll.  I  con- 
feu  that  I  could  have  wbbed  Uiat  Botwell  had  not  repeated 
«»  kme  talk.  Johnson**  coarse  lUuMtratlon  does  little 
cndit  to  the  phflologist,  and  none  at  all  lo  the  moralist,  and 
cmVI  hardly  luve  been  his  real  opinion.  —  CaoKia. 

>  Bora  bi  1748  s  entered  the  navy  as  a  midshipman  In  1764, 
<M  tke  anaj  as  an  ensign  in  the  Boyals  in  176S.  He  was 
aflM  to  the  bar  in  1779 :  appointed  a  King's  coonsel  in 
1783iaad,  In  1606^  Ui4  ChaDoellor  of  England,  and  created 


death  or  banishment.**  Boswxll.  ^  But,  Sir, 
after  I  had  argued  that  it  was  not  a  heinous 
sin,  an  old  clergyman  rose  up,  and  repeating 
the  text  of  scripture  denouncing  judgment 
against  whoremongers,  asked,  whether,  consi- 
derinjp  this,  there  could  be  any  doubt  of  for- 
nication being  a  heinous  sin.**  Johnson. 
^Why,  Sir,  observe  the  word  whoremonger. 
Every  sin,  if  persisted  in,  will  become  heinous. 
Whoremonger  is  a  dealer  in  whores,  as  iron- 
monger is  a  dealer  in  iron.  But  as  you  don*t 
call  a  man  an  ironmonger  for  buving  and 
selling  a  penknife ;  so  you  don*t  call  a  man  a 
whoremonger  for  getting  one  wench  with 
chUd."  « 

I  spoke  of  the  inequality  of  the  livings  of 
the  cleigy  in  Englano,  and  the  scanty  provi- 
sions of  some  of  the  curates.  Johnson.  '*Why 
yes.  Sir ;  but  it  cannot  be  helped.  You  must 
consider,  that  the  revenues  of  the  clergy  are 
not  at  the  disposal  of  the  state,  like  the  pay  of 
an  armv.  Difierent  men  have  founded  dif- 
ferent ciiurches ;  and  some  are  better  endowed, 
some  worse.  The  state  cannot  interfere  and 
make  an  equal  division  of  what  has  been  parti- 
cularly appropriated.  Now  when  a  clergyman 
has  but  a  small  living,  or  even  two  small 
livings,  he  can  aflbrd  very  little  to  the  curate.** 

He  said,  he  went  more  frequently  to  church 
when  there  were  prayers  only,  than  when  there 
was  also  a  sermon,  as  the  people  required  more 
an  example  for  the  one  than  the  other;  it 
being  much  easier  for  them  to  hear  a  sermon, 
than  to  fix  their  minds  on  prayer. 

On  Monday,  April  6.,  I  dined  with  him  at 
Sir  Alexander  Macdonald*8,  where  was  a  younf 
officer  in  the  regimentals  of  the  Scots  Koya^ 
who  talked  with  a  vivacity,  fluency,  and  pre- 
cision so  unconunon,  that  he  attracted  parti- 
cular attention.  He  proved  to  be  the  Honour- 
able Thomas  Erskine,  youn|^t  brother  to  the 
Earl  of  Buchan,  who  has  smce  risen  into  such 
brilliant  reputation  at  the  bar  in  Westminster 
Hall.' 

Fielding  being  mentioned,  Johnson  exclaim- 
ed, **He  was  a  blockhead;*'  and  upon  my 
expressing  my  astonishment  at  so  strange  an 
assertion,  he  said,  ^^  What  I  mean  by  his  bein«; 
a  blockhead  is,  that  he  was  a  barren  rascal.  * 
BoawNxx.  **  Will  you  not  allow.  Sir,  that  he 
draws  very  natural  pictures  of  human  life  ?  ** 
Johnson.  •*  Why,  Sir,  it  is  of  very  low  life. 
Richardson  used  to  say,  that  had  he  not  known 
who  Fielding  was,  he  should  have  believed  he 


a  baron  by  the  title  of  Lord  Ersklne,  soon  after  which  time 
my  Mi|ualntanee  with  bim  began.  He  died  in  ISSS.  Neither 
bis  oonrersatlon  (even  to  the  last  remarkable  for  fluency 
and  viTacliy,  though  certainly  not  for  prenswa)  nor  his 
parliameiitai7  speeches  ever  Dore  anv  proportion  to  the 
extraordinary  foree  and  brilliancy  of  his  forensic  eloquence. 
Those  who  only  knew  him  in  private,  or  In  the  House  of 
Commons,  had  some  difllcuUy  In  believing  the  effect  he  pro- 
duced ai  the  bar.  During  the  last  years  of  his  life,  his 
conduct  was  eccentric,  to  a  d^ree  that  justified  a  suspicion, 
and  even  a  hope,  that  hia  unidersiandlng  was  impaired.— 
—  CaoKBB. 
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was  an  osUer.  Sir,  there  ii  more  knowledge 
of  the  hetrt  in  one  letter  of  Riehardaon*!,  than 
in  aU  *  Tom  Jones.*  *  I,  indeed,  never  read 
*  Joaeph  Andrews.*  **  EnaKim.  ^  Surelj,  Sir, 
RifJiardann  ia  very  tediona.**  JomaoH.  ^'Whr, 
Sir,  if  jou  were  to  read  Richardson  for  the 
atorj,  your  impatienee  would  be  so  mncfa 
flatted  that  yon  wovid  nang  yourself.  But 
yon  mnat  read  him  for  the  aentunent,  and  con- 
aider  the  storr  aa  only  giring  occasion  to  the 
sentiment**  I  have  already  giTen  my  opinion 
of  Fielding ;  but  I  cannot  refttun  from  re- 
peating here  my  wonder  at  John0on*s  ezoeasive 
and  unaeoonntable  depraoiation  of  one  of  the 
best  writers  that  England  has  produced. 
'^Tom  Jones**  has  8to«l  the  test  of  public 
opinion  with  such  aucoeaa,  aa  to  have  esta- 
blished ita  great  merit,  both  for  the  story,  the 
sentiments,  and  the  manners,  and  alao  the 
▼arietiea  of  diction,  ao  as  to  leave  no  doubt  of 
ita  having  an  animated  truth  of  execution 
throughout. 

A  book  of  travels,  latdy  published  under 
the  title  of  Cariat  JumoTy  and  written  bv 
Mr.  Faterson  \  waa  mentioned.  Johnson  said, 
this  book  was  in  imitation  of  Sterne  ',  and  not 
of  Goriat,  whoee  name  Faterson  had  chosen  as 
a  whimsical  one.  ^Tom  Goriat,**  sud  he,  **  was 
a  humorist  about  the  court  of  James  the 
First.  He  had  a  mixture  of  learning,  of  wit, 
and  of  buffoonery.  He  first  travelled  through 
Europe,  and  published  his  travels.^  He  after- 
wards travelled  on  foot  through  Asia,  and  had 
made  many  remarks ;  but  he  died  at  Mandoa, 
and  hia  remarks  were  lost.** 

We  talked  of  gaming,  and  animadverted  on 
it  with  severity.  JoHxaoR.  **Nay,  gentle- 
men, let  ua  not  aggravate  the  matter.  It  is 
not  roffuery  to  play  with  a  man  who  is  igno- 
rant of  the  gwne,  while  yon  are  master  of  it, 
and  80  win  nis  money ;  for  he  thinks  he  can 
play  better  than  you,  as  you  think  ^ou  can 
play  better  than  he;  and  the  superior  skill 
carries  it**  Ebskisib.  **  He  is  a  fool,  but  you 
are  not  a  rogue.**  Johrsoh.  **That*s  much 
about  the  truth,  Sir.  It  must  be  considered, 
that  a  man  who  only  doea  what  every  one  of 
the  society  to  which  he  belones  would  do,  is 
not  a  dishonest  man.  In  ttie  republic  of 
Sparta  it  waa  agreed,  that  stealing  was  not 

<  jAhns4m*t  WTcrity  «t«liMt  Fleldlaf  did  not  ariiefrom 
aar  ▼IckMiiona  te  M«  Url*.  hot  Uvm  bit  Ioom  life,  and  the 
profliftcf  of  almoat  all  nU  nalo  cbaractart.  Wbo  would 
Tonturo  to  read  one  of  bis  novete  alond  to  modest  wonon  ?  — 
BouiaT. 

•  Mr.  Samoot  Patanoa,  emlneol  Ibr  hit  knowledge  of 
books.  oBoawPLL.  He  was  the  son  of  a  woollen.4nipcr :  he 
kept  a  books«»Uiir*8  riMp,chieaf  for  old  books,  and  was  after- 
wards an  auctioneer ;  but  seeaa  to  have  bevn  onevreessM  In 


He 
He  dli^  In  ISSl 


of  several 
. .  Cao&n. 

some  evtdMiee  to 
ital 


all  his  atlempts  at 
celrbmted  libraries. 

*  Mr.  Pateraon,  la  a  pamalilec.  uioduced 
sbnw  that  h(s  work  was  wtfttan  beibre  Sten 
Jo«m^  **  appeared.  —  ■oawsax. 

«  Under  the  tiik*    of  *^Crm4ttin,  hwtllv  jobbled 
Francse,  SaToy.  Italy,  Ehetla.  Hrivecla.  *c.'*   Ooriat  wi 
in  IftTT.  edtieeted  atWestmliieter  school  aiid  Oaferd,  and  died 
In  1617.  at  Aaral.  after  be  bed  left  Maedbo.  .Caau^ 

•  Loid  Rrskine  was  fond  of  this  anecdote.    He  toM  ft  to 
me  Ika  irst  Ume  tbat  I  bad  the  honour  of  batag  In  his  com- 


I  np  In 

rasbom 


diahonouraUe  if  not  discovered.    I  do  not  ; 
commend  a  society  where  there  b  an  igremieot 
that  what  would  not  otherwise  be  fair,  shaO  be  I 
fair;  but  I  matntun,  that  an  indiriduid  of  mr  ' 
society,  who  practises  what  u  allowed,  »  not 
a  dishonest  man.**    BoawxLL.    ^  So  then,  Sir,  ' 
you  do  not  think  ill  of  a  man  who  wins  per^ii 
fbrtj  thousand  pounds  in  a  winter?"  Jomoi. 
**  Sir,  I  do  not  call  a  gamester  a  dishonest  nsa; 
but  I  call  him  an  unsocial  man,  an  unprofitible 
man.    Gaming  is  a  mode  of  transflerriBg  pro- 
perty   without   producing    any  tntermeoikie 
gooa.    TVade  gives  employment  to  nunbeni 
and  so  produces  intermediate  good.** 

BCr.  Erskine  told  us  that,  when  he  wai  in 
the   island    of  Minorca,  he   not  only  real 
prayers,  but  preached  two  aennoos  to  the  re^ji*  \ 
ment*    He  seemed  to  olject  to  the  passsge  m 
scripture,  where  we  are  told  that  tiie  angel  of 
the  Lord  smote  in  one  night  fbrty  thounad 
Assyrians.** •     "Sir,**   said   Johnson,   •*  yoa 
should  recollect  that  there  waa  a  supernatural  ' 
interposition ;  they  were  destroyed  by  pesti- 
lence.    Ton  are  not  to  suppose  that  the  ang^l 
of  the  Lord  went  about  and  atabbed  each  ot' 
them  with  a  dagger,  or  kuodced  them  on  the 
head,  man  by  man.** 

After  Mr.  Erskine  was  gone,  a  discus5ioo 
took  place,  whether  the  present  Eari  of  Bttduo. 
when  Lord  Cardross,  did  right  to  refuse  to  ^ 
secretary  of  the  embassy  to  Spain,  when  t>ir 
James  Gray,  a  man  of  inferior  rank,  wen: 
ambassador.    Dr.  Johnson  aaid,  that  pcrli3p« 
in  point  of  interest  he  did  wrong ;  but  in  ^tut 
of  di«;nity  he  did  well.   Sir  Alexander  ins!^^'^ 
that  he  was  wrong;  and  aaid  that  Mr.  Fitt 
intended  it  ns  an  advantageoua  thing  for  Vna. 
'•  Why,  Sir,**  said  Johnson,  *•  Mr.  fitt  mipfct 
think  it  an  aidvantageous  thine  for  him  to  ntkc 
bim  a  vintner,  and  get  him  all  tb«  Portugal  trade : 
but  he  would  have  demeaned  himself  strasgoJj. 
had  he  accepted  of  such  a  ntuntion.    Sir,  haul 
he  gone  secretary  while  his  inferior  was  am* 
basMtdor,  he  would  have  been  a  traitor  to  hi$ 
rank  and  family**^ 

I  talked  of  the  little  attachment  which  r-V 
sisted  between  near  relations  in  London. 
"  Sir,**  said  Johnson,  •*  in  n  eoostry  so  eor^- 
mercial  as  ours,  where  every  nua  can  do  f" 
himself,  there  is  not  so  much  ooeoioo  for  thu 


lH<e  ft 


panjr,  and  ofl«n  repeated  It,  boasting  that  be  bad 
sailor,  a  soldier,  a  lawfrr,  and  a  nareon.      The  latter  u 
aShctad  to  think  the  sraataat  of  feia  cflbvta,  wrf  to  wam*^ 


that  opinion  would  qtiote  the  prarar  Ibr  clie  dirrcr  ■'  '^' 
ilturey,  from  the  exprcsthm  of  wh)^  ba  would  i  In  ne  ci-^- 
mend^ble  spirit  of  localarlty)  Infer,  that  tha  enli^^'/  *c 
tkem  was  one  of  the**fmaSrsl  aiaretdi  **  whicb  o»^^  «* 
worked.—  Caoutn. 

•  One  handred  and  ef|litf.avt  •^-tt-mhI       See  bj.'«> 
x«xrli.S6.,andS  Kings,  xTx.  M.*->MAbawt. 

'  If  this  principle  were  to  ba  admitted^  tW  ytms  r^*-    ' 
wtrald  be  eitdoded  from  all  tbe  proCsaakwe  ;  for  tbr  •*.> 
in  th«*  prelbstion  would  fVeqaently  ba  tbair  biiaiUm  ra  f^- 
•onal  rank.    Woold  Johnson  bare  dleeaadad  Lard  Cent*    • 
fhMB  entarinc  on  the  mlliurj  pudbaabia,  baaaaMa  at  hii  i«  * 
set  he  must  nare  been  commaaded  b^  n  Msnaa  Infr-^ "   • 
personal  rank  ?    This,  If  ever  Ic  waa  n  eiitifau  af  real  A'. 
U  no  loneer  so,  sad  ytitmg  men  of  iba  btghaat  raak  tbt;  t  i 
no  d^ffradatlon  to  enter  Into  the  lanlor  rwaAia  of  tbe  milutf^ 
naval,  and  diplomatic  and  oOldal 
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altedhiMBt.  No  imn  is  ibaa^t  the  wofse  of 
bore,  whoM  brother  was  hftoged.'  In  uncom- 
mercial ooiintrie3>  man  j  of  the  bimnoheB  of  a 
ftailj  nnut  depend  on  the  stoek ;  ao*  in  crder 
to  make  the  heed  of  the  &auly  take  cere  of 
them,  they  are  represented  as  oonnected  with 
hti  repotation,  that,  aelf-loire  beins  interested, 
he  maT  exert  himaelf  to  promote  their  interest. 
Ton  bave,  fint,  lane  circles,  or  dans;  as 
oonuneroe  increases,  tte  connectioii  is  confined 
to  families;  hj  d^rees,  that  too  |»es  off;  as 
ksring  become  nnncceasaiy,  and  there  being 
fev  opportunities  of  interoonrae.  One  brother 
M  a  merchant  in  the  d^,  and  another  is  an 
oflker  in  the  guards :  how  little  intercourse  can 
thcee  two  have  1 " 

I  acned  warml j  for  the  old  feudal  83Fsteni. 
I  Sir  Alexander  opposed  it,  and  talked  of  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  all  men  firee  and  inde- 
pendent. JoBXSOM.  ** I  a^p«e  with  Mr.Bos- 
well,  thai  there  must  be  high  satisfaction  in 
being  a  fendal  lord ;  but  we  are  to  consider, 
that  we  owht  not  to  wish  to  have  a  number 
of  men  nnhanpj  for  the  satisfaction  of  one." 
I  maintained  thai  numbers,  nameW,  the  Tsssals 
or  followers,  were  not  unhappy ;  iat  thai  there 
was  a  reciprocal  satisfaction  between  die  lord 
and  them,  he  being  kind  in  his  authority  over 
them,  they  being  respectful  and  faithftd  to  bun. 

On  Thursday,  April  9^  I  called  on  him  to 
bet;  he  would  go  and  dme  with  me  at  the 
Hitre  tarem.  He  had  resolved  not  to  dine  at 
aO  this  day.  I  know  not  for  what  reason; 
and  I  was  so  unwilling  to  be  deprived  of 
his  eompany,  thai  I  was  conteni  to  submit 
to  snffer  a  want,  which  was  at  first  somewhat 
painful ;  but  he  soon  made  me  forget  it :  and 
a  man  is  always  pleased  with  himself  when 
he  finds  his  intdleefcual  inclinations  predo- 
minate. 

He  observed,  that  to  reason  philosophi- 
caUy  on  the  nature  of  prayer,  was  rery  un- 
profitable 

Twikiag  of  ghosts,  he  said,  he  knew  one 
friend,  who  was  an  honest  man  and  a  sensible 
man,  who  told  him  he  had  seen  a  ghost; 
old  Mr.  Edward  Cave,  the  printer  at  St. 
John's  (sate.  He  said,  Mr.  Cave  did  not  like 
to  talk  of  it,  and  seemed  to  be  in  great  horror 
whenever  it  was  mentioned.  Boswsix.  **  Fray, 
Sh-,  what  did  he  aaywsa  the  appearance?** 
JoHiraoK.  **  Why,  Sir,  something  of  a  shadowy 


1 1t  to  Mwdj  woffth  vMnsrkinf;  tint  JohiMon  would  w» 
nradly  not  bave  Tokmceerad  tbii  aUotioii  If  there  had  bean 
ar  colour  far  MiM  8evard*s  calumny,  antf.  p.  4.  n.  3.— 
CaooB. 

*  See  tUfl  corlotM  ^uoftion  treitad  bj  him  wtth  m<Mt  acute 
atailkj.aoel,  A«W.  IS.  1773.  —  BoNwmix. 

'  The  fawarr  to  wMeh  Johnioa  aUnded  f ■  to  be  found 
(»  Vto^Btmika  tho  **  PbmniMa,"  1. 11». 


I  mentioned  witdies,  and  asked  him  what 
they  properly  meant.  Johmbon.  "  Why,  Sir, 
they  properly  mean  those  who  make  use  of 
the  aid  of  evil  spirits.**  Boswaix.  '*  There 
is  no  doubt,  Sir,  a  general  report  and  belief 
of.  their  having  existed."  JoiinsoN.  **  You 
have  not  only  the  general  report  and  belief^ 
but  you  have  many  voluntary  solemn  con- 
fessioBS.**  He  did  not  affirm  any  thing  po« 
sitively  upon  a  subject  which  it  is  the  iSuhion 
of  the  times  to  laugh  at  as  a  matter  of  absurd 
credulity.  He  only  seemed  willing,  as  a  candid 
inquirer  after  truth,  however  strange  and 
inexplicable,  to  show  that  he  understood  what 
might  be  uiged  for  iu' 
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J.BoiwiLLfJim. 

The  amaias  la.  that  **  Farthenoparus  had,  to  the  centre  of 
hk  MM,  the  4mne»Ue  tign  —  AUUanta  kdUmg  ike  lEioikm 


On  Friday,  April  10.,  I  dhiedwith  him  at 
General  Ogletnorpe*8,  where  we  found  Dr. 
Groldsmith. 

Aimoritl  beiuraigi  having  been  mentioned, 
Johnson  said,  they  were  as  andent  as  the 
siege  of  Thebes,  which  he  proved  hj  a  pas- 
sage in  one  of  the  tragedies  of  Euripides.' 

X  started  the  ^  question,  whether  dudiing 
was  consistent  with  moral  dutv.  The  brave 
old  general  fired  at  this,  and  said,  with  a 
lofty  air,  ^  Undoubtedly  a  man  has  a  ri^t  to 
defend  his  honour.**  GoJLDSMrrH  (turning  to 
me).  ^  I  ask  you  first.  Sir,  what  would  you 
do  if  yon  were  afironted?**  I  answered,  I 
should  think  it  necesssry  to  fight.  '^"Why 
then,**  reined  Groldsmith,    ^that  solves  the 


io«r:**bat  thU,  admltttea  Oat  the  eUnj  of  Atalaata  was 
the**  armorial  bearing**  ofrarthenoMnu,  would  ooly  prove 
them  to  be  et  andent  as  KmripUee^  who  Soorished  (4tf  A.C.) 
800  jears  after  the  siege  of  Thebes  (Iflft  A.  CA  Humer, 
whom  the  ehrooolog Ists  pbu»  500  rears  before  Euripides, 
dncribes  a  lealptureid  shield ;  and  tnere  can  be  IHtle  doubt 
that  rerf  aooo  aner  tagfnoltj  had  made  a  shield,  taste  would 
begin  to  deeorate  It.  Hie  words  *■  liewegMc  f^r*"  an  cer- 
tainly Terr  curioiit,  yet  probably  mean  no  more  than  that  he 
bore  on  his  shidd  the  repretentation  of  a  fkmlly  vHary,  The 
better  opinion  seems  to  be,  that  it  was  not  till  the  visor  con- 
cealed toe  ihce  of  the  warrior,  that  the  omameats  of  the 
shields  and  crests  became  distinctive  of  tauUvMiials  and 
families  in  that  pecmliar  manner  which  wa  understand 
by  the  terms  "  ormoriat  keaH$igt.**  —  Cbokib. 
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question.**  Jomcsoir.  **No,  Sir,  it  does  not 
solve  the  question.  It  does  not  follow,  Uiat 
what  a  man  would  do  is  therefore  right.**  I 
said,  I  wished  to  have  it  settled,  whether 
duelling  was  contrary  to  the  laws  of  Chris- 
tianitjr.  Johnson  immediately  entered  on  the 
subject,  and  treated  it  in  a  masterly  manner ; 
and,  so  far  as  I  hare  been  able  to  recollect, 
his  thoughts  were  these :  ^  Sir,  as  men  be- 
come in  a  hi^h  degree  refined,  rarious  causes 
of  oflence  anse ;  which  are  considered  to  be  of 
such  importance,  that  life  must  be  staked  to 
•tone  for  them,  though  in  reality  they  are 
not  so.  A  body  that  has  receired  a  yery 
fine  polish  may  be  easily  hurt.  Before  men 
arriye  at  this  artificial  r^nement,  if  one  tells 
his  neighbour — he  lies,  his  neighbour  tells 
him — he  lies;  if  one  gives  his  neighbour  a  blow, 
his  neighbour  gives  him  a  blow ;  but  in  a 
state  of  highly  polished  society,  an  affront  is 
held  to  be  a  serious  injury.  It  must,  there- 
fore, be  resented,  or  rather  a  duel  must  be 
fought  upon  it;  as  men  have  agreed  to  banish 
from  society  one  who  puts  up  with  an  affiront 
without  fightinff  a  duel.  Now,  Sir,  it  is  never 
unlawful  to  fight  in  self-defence.  He,  then, 
who  fights  a  duel,  does  not  fight  from  passion 
agabst  his  antagonist,  but  out  of  self-defence; 
to  avert  the  stigma  of  the  world,  and  to 
prevent  himself  from  being  driven  out  of 
society.^  I  could  wish  there  was  not  that 
superfluity  of  refinement;  but  while  such 
notions  prevail,  no  doubt  a  man  may  lawfully 
fight  a  duel.'* 

^  **Let  it  be  remembered,  that  this  justifica- 
tion is  applicable  onlv  to  the  person  who 
receivtM  an  afiront.  Au  mankind  must  con- 
demn the  aggressor.** ' 

The  General  told  us,  that,  when  he  was  a 
very  young  man,  I  think  only  fiileen,  serving 
under  Prince  Eugene  of  Savoy,  he  was  sitting 
in  a  company  at  table  with  a  prince  of 
Wirtemben[.  The  prince  took  up  a  glass  of 
wine,  and,  by  a  fillin,  made  some  of  it  fly  in 
Oglethorpc*s  face.  Here  was  a  nice  dilemma. 
To  have  challenged  him  instantly,  might  have 
fixed  a  quarrelsome  character  upon  the  young 
soldier :  to  have  taken  no  notice  of  it,  might 


I  Th*  freqMot  dltqoiiltioiM  od  this  niUcct  briiw  mIo- 
fttlljr  to  reooliectloo  Ui«  death  of  Mr.  Botwcirt  cidrM 
MO,  Sir  AleuuHlor.  who  wm  killed  In  a  duel,  arltlng 
from  ft  poUUcftl  dltpiito,  on  tb«  SGUi  of  Marck.  IStt.  by  Mr. 

Btiurt,  of  Doneom.    Sot  m*!,  S4lh  Oct.  1776 Cftoua. 

This  conTerwCloB  en  duelunt  «••  quoted  oo  Mr.  Stuart's 
trtal  by  hlc  counsel.-.  Lockhabt. 

>  By  Um  Turkt,  la  17SB.  — Caous. 

*  ur  which  Mr.  Burke  vaa  a  lealous  meanber.  •-  Caosta. 

*  Mr.  Malone  and  Mr.  Janea  Botwell.  JuDlor.  both  coDii- 
der  Botweirt  MateoieDt  at  ohicure.  and  eodaatoor  Mverallr 
to  explain  the  allusion  to  Sappho.  Malono  thinka  it  refer* 
to  the  empresdoo.  "mmdmmt  d  norte  arfecrSoi.**  0?ld. 
EpUt.  Sapp.  ad  Phaonem,  L  SI .  BotvoU  Junior  niker  oon- 
lecturea  that  the  paaaage  vaa  1.  4ft. :  ~ 

*  81.  nlal  qua  fheie  potorit  te  dlgna  Tlderl, 
Knlla  Auura  tua  eat  \  nulla  ftitura  tua  e>t  :** 

and  addt.  *•  The  llnet  which  I  have  qtwted  are  thai  expanded 
in  r"pe*t  P«raphra*e  ;••  which,  to  aar  the  truth.  1  suapect  was 
at  fhia  motncat  more  to  Johnaoo'i  rscoUectlon  fkan  the 
•dgtnal:-* 


have  been  considered  as  cowardice.  Oglethorpe. 
therefore,  keeping  his  eye  ufmn  the  crioce, 
and  smiling  aft  the  time,  as  if  he  took  what 
his  highness  had  done  in  jest,  laid  ^M(m 
Prmee, — **  (I  forget  the  ¥rwk  wonb  be 
used ;  the  purport  however  was)  **That*8  a  good 
jc^e ;  but  we  do  it  much  better  in  EngUnd;** 
and  threw  a  whole  glass  of  wine  in  the  prioce's 
face.  An  old  genml,  who  sat  by,  said,  *"  77  a 
bien/aii,  mom  prinee^  vom  Tavezommaiee:'' 
and  tiius  all  ended  in  good  humour.** 

Dr.  Johnson  said,  "IVayi  General,  give  tu 
an  account  of  the  siege  of  Belmde.**  *  Upon 
which  the  general,  pouring  a  little  wine  up(« 
the  Uble.  described  every  thing  with  s  vet 
finger :  "Here  we  were;  here  were  the  Tuitj,* 
&c.  &c  Johnson  listened  with  the  doseit  it- 
tention. 

A  question  was  started,  how  fSu*  people  who 
disagree  in  a  capital  point  can  live  in  friend- 
ship  together.  Johnson  said  they  ni^t. 
Goldsmith  said  they  could  not,  as  they  hsd  not 
the  idem  veOe atque  idem  noUe-^tht  ssme  likingi 
and  the  same  aversions.  Joncsov.  |*WbT. 
Sir,  you  must  shun  the  subject  as  to  which  jou 
disagree.  For  instance,  I  can  live  verywvU 
with  Burke :  I  love  his  knowledge,  hb  genius, 
his  difiusion,  and  affluence  of  conventtioB; 
but  I  would  not  talk  to  him  of  the  Bockiogbam 
party.-  »  Goummith.  ••  But,  Sir,  when  peopk 
live  together  who  have  something  as  to  whicb 
they  duagree,  and  which  they  want  to  fhoo. 
they  will  be  in  the  situation  mentioned  in  tbe 
story  of  Bluebeard:  *  Yon  may  look  into  lU 
the  chambers  but  one.*  But  we  should  bre 
the  greatest  inclination  to  look  into  that  dua- 
ber,  to  talk  of  that  subject."  Jonson  (with 
a  loud  voice).  **  Sir,  I  am  not  saying  thst  r« 
could  live  in  friendship  with  a  man  firomvboB 
you  differ  as  to  some  point ;  I  am  only  Btvin; 
that  /  could  do  it.  You  put  me  in  mind  (f 
Sappho  in  Ovid.*'* 

Goldsmith  told  us,  that  he  was  now  bosr  m 
writing  a  Natural  History^;  and,  thst  be 
mi^t  have  fuU  leisure  for  it,  he  hsd  tikfu 
lodgings  at  a  farmer's  house,  near  to  the  «x 
mile-stone,  on  the  Ed^^eware-road,  sod  b«l 
carried  down  his  books  m  two  returned  port* 


••irtono 

Buteochat 


^aaaa 


thon  wOt  tkjr  iMOrt 
rH,  Mich  at  eqoal  thlna. 
1 1  bv  neaa,  thou  cnart  U 
bf  Phaoa  arait  bo  loved.' 


I  casBot.  novofef(  tea  now  atthee  or  tneei  ^ 

indeed  any  thing  eleo  In  tha  epIiUo  to  Phaoo.  wtwM  'if  \^ 

the  alltuloo.    BoawcU'f  would  at  beat  likfw  Cotdnu't  r* 

Pbaoo,  not  to  Sambo ;  and  would  be  a  comyttaif^t  *"•  < 

rebuff.   Ferham  the  neanlas  maa  be.  **  Yon  are  «  u^'^Tl: 
aUo  at  Sappho,  whoa  BOlbfiic  eo^d  plaeaa  while  eoe  oi|'<t 

wat  wantlns.** 


1.15. 
aiihfl 


**  — — ^  cvl  placoUea  ._ 
Ulr  BMl  cultne  unlcoe  auctor 

•  For  whoa  •booM  Sappho  ow 
llo*e  feM  whoa  only  ehe  dcalrnd  to , . 

Tills  Ic  a  ttraload  mplaMUon:  but  k  ta  dM  tat  ■  '' 
flee.  — Caouan. 

*  Publlfthed.  to  1774.  In  elabt  vohaiea.  Sv«.  oadK  tht  tn 
of  a  *•  Hittorjr  of  the  BartS  and  of  Anteit«J  K«t«  <•  ' 
CaoBift. 
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chaises.  He  sftid,  be  belieTed  the  farmer's 
fkmily  thought  him  an  odd  character,  similar 
to  thai  in  which  the  Spectator  appeared  to  his 
landlady  and  her  chiluren:  he  was  The  Oentle^ 
mau  Mr.MickleS  the  translator  of  *'The 
Losiad,"  and  I,  went  to  yisit  him  at  this  place 
a  few  days  aftearwards.  He  was  not  at  home ; 
bat,  having  a  cariosity  to  see  his  apartment, 
we  went  in,  and  found  cnrioas  scraps  of  de- 
scriptions of  animslw,  scrawled  upon  the  wall 
I   with  a  black-lead  pencil. 

The  subject  or  ehosts  being  introduced, 
Johnson  repeated  what  he  had  told  me  of  a 
friend  of  his  [Caye],  an  honest  man,  and  a  man 
of  sense,  having  asserted  to  him  tiiat  he  had 
seen  an  apparition.    Goldsmith   told   us,  he 
was  aasarad  by  his   brother,   the  Reverend 
Mr.  Goldsmith,  that  he  also  had  seen  one.    Ge- 
neral Oglethorpe  told  us,  that  Prendergast,  an 
officer  in  the  Duke  of  Marlborough's  ai-my,  had 
mentioned  to  many  of  his  friends,  that  he  should 
die  on  a  particular  day ;  that  upon  that  day  a 
battle  took  place  with  the  French ;  that  after 
it  was  over,  and  Prendergast  was  still  alive, 
j  his  brother  officers,  while  they  were  yet  in 
\  the  field,  jesting  asked  him,  Vhere  was  his 
prophecy  now  ?  Prendergast  gravely  answered, 
^  I  shau  die,  notwithstanding  what  yoa  see.** 
Soon  afterwards,  there  came  a  shot  from  a 
French   battery,   to  which  the  orders  for  a 
'  cesntion  of  arms  had  not  yet  reached,   and 
I  he  was  killed  upon  the  spot.    Colonel  Cecil, 
I  vho  took  possession  of  his  effects,  found  in 
his  poeket-DOok  the  following  solemn  entry: — 

[Here  the  date.]    "Dreamt— or    » 

Sir  John  Friend  meets  me :  **  (here  the  very 
day  on  which  he  was  killed  was  mentioned.) 

Frendergaat  had  been  connected  with  Sir 
John   Friend,   who  was  executed   for   high 
treason.     General  Oglethorpe   said,  he  was 
'  with  Colonel  Cecil,  when  Pone  came  and  in- 
quired into   the   truth  of  this  story,  which 
'  nude  a  great  noise  at  the  time,  and  was  then 
;  ooDliniied  by  the  colonel. 

Do  Saturday,  April  11.,  he  ^pointed  me 

to   oome  to  him  m  the  evening,  when  he 

ahonld  be  at  leisure  to  give  me  some  assist- 

for  tibe  defence  of  Hasde,  the  school- 

of  Gunpbelltown,  for  whom  I  was  to 


Jidfof  Wekle,  tke  ion  of  •  SeoCeh  dorgjinao, 

UnglMrfiii,  Dumfrleuhlre,  la  1734.    H«  lived  the 

life  Hut  poets  Uv«4  In  tboM  days  i  that  U.  in  difBcultJcf  and 
,  till  1779,  wiien,  befaiff  appointed  secretary  to  Com- 
JohttMM,  ho  reallaed  by  prlie  aitendet  a  moderate 
He  retired  to  Porect  Hill,  near  Oxford,  where 
hi  I78S.     Hie  translation  of  the  Liisiad  is  still  in 

.    _patc:  aod  bis  ballad  of  **  Comnor  Hall  *'  sufirested 

**  KcaBwovtb  **  to  Scott ;  but  hit  otb«r  works  are  almost  all 
iwgmtest.  —  Cbokm. 

•  Hcfv  was  « l»lank,  which  may  be  fliled  np  thus :  —  **  fpof 
•itf  Iw  m$  a^pmriUam  ;**  the  writer  being  probubly  uncertain 
r  be  waa  asleep  or  awake,  wlien  bis  mind  was  im- 
wltb  tlM  solemn  pmeottment  with  which  the  fact 
hapiMoed  so  wonderAiily  to  correspond.  ~  Bos- 


Lord  Ibrdlofe.  when  Secretary  at  War,  infurracd  me, 
tiiat  it  appears  that  ColoaH  Sir  Thomnf  Prendergast,  of  the 
(  twwily.s«'COBd  foot,  waa  killed  at  Malplaqoet,  August  31. 
i  1709-  bfic  DO  tracw  cam  be  found  of  any  Colvnei  Cecil  in  the 
'   amy  tf  tint  period.    Tho  welioknown  Jacobite,  Colonel 


iq>pear  in  the  House  of  Lords.  When  I  came, 
I  found  him  unwilliDg  to  exert  himself.  I 
pressed  him  to  wnte  cbwn  his  thoughts  upon 
the  subject.  He  said,  '*Thcre*s  no  occasion 
for  my  writing:  Til  talk  to  you.**  He  was, 
however,  at  last  prevailed  on  to  dictate  to 
me,  while  I  wrote." 

**This,  Sir,**  said  he,  **jou  are  to  turn  in 
your  mind,  and  make  the  best  use  of  it  you 
can  in  your  speech.** 

Of  our  friend  Goldsmith  he  said,  ^  Sir,  he 
is  so  much  afraid  of  being  unnoticed,  that 
he  often  talks  merely  lest  you  should  foraet 
that  he  is  in  the  company.**  Boswrll.  ^  Yes, 
he  stands  forward.**  Jobnsoh.  "'  True,  Sir ; 
but  if  a  man  is  to  stand  forward,  he  should 
wish  to  do  it,  not  in  an  awkward  posture, 
not  in  rags,  not  so  as  that  he  shall  only  be 
exposed  to  ridicule.**  Boswbix.  ^For  my 
part,  I  like  very  well  to  hear  honest  Grold- 
smith  talk  away  carelessly.**  Johnson.  ^  Why, 
yes.  Sir;  but  he  should  not  like  to  hear 
himself.** 

On  Tuesday,  April  14.,  the  decree  of  the 
court  of  sessions  in  the  Schoolma8ter*s  cause 
was  reversed  in  the  House  of  Lords,  afler  a 
very  eloquent  speech  by  Lord  Mansfield, 
who  showed  himself  an. adept  in  school  dis- 
cipline, but  I  thought  was  too  rigorous 
towards  my  client.  On  the  evening  of  the 
next  day  I  supped  with  Dr.  Johnson,  at  the 
Crown  and  Ancnor  tavern,  in  the  Strand,  in 
company  with  Mr.Langton  and  his  brother- 
in-law,  Lord  Binning.^  I  repeated  a  sentence 
of  Lord  Mansfield*s  speech,  of  which,  by  the 
aid  of  Mr.  Longlands,  the  solicitor  on  the 
other  side,  who  obligingly  allowed  me  to 
compare  his  note  wiw  my  own,  I  have  a 
full  copy :  —  ^  M.Y  Lords,  severity  is  not  the 
way  to  govern  eitner  boys  or  men.**  ^  Nay,** 
said  Johnson,  **  it  is  the  way  to  gooem  them. 
I  know  not  whether  it  be  the  way  to  metul 
them.** 

I  talked  of  the  recent'  expulsion  of  six 
students  from  the  University  of  Oxford,  who 
were  methodists,  and  would  not  desist  from 
publicly  prayinff  and  exhorting.  Johnson. 
**'  Sir,  that  expulsion  was  extremely  just  and 
proper.    What  have  they  to  do  at  an  uni- 


Winiam  Cecil,  who  was  sent  to  the  Tower  in  1744.  could 
hardly  hare  been,  in  1700.  of  the  age,  rank,  and  station  which 
Ogletnorpe's  anecdote  serais  to  imply.  Is  It  not  ^etj  strange. 
If  this  story  mmAeiogrtttt  a  noi$e,  we  should  reaa  of  It  no 
where  else?  and,  as  so  much  curiosity  was  excited,  tbat  the 

ffl9er  should  not  have  been  preserrcd,  or,  at  least,  so  geno- 
ly  shown  as  to  be  mentioned  by  some  other  witness  ?— 
Cbokbr. 

s  This,  and  some  simitar  law  arguments,  which  woold 
very  much  interrupt  the  narrative,  will  be  ibund  collected  in 
the  AppeniUx.—  Crokbb. 

<  Charles,  Lord  Binninff,  afterwards  eUhth  Earl  of  Had- 
dington, was  the  son  of  nin  Holt,  who,  Br  a  first  nwrrlage 
with  Mr.  Lloyd,  was  the  muUier  of  Lady  Roches,  Mr.  Lang- 
ton's  wifck    Lord  Haddington  died  in  ISi&  »  CaoKsn. 

>  Not  Tcry  recent,  if  he  alluded  to  six  members  of  St. 
Edmund  Hall,  who  were  expelled.  May  1768.  See  Gent. 
Mam,,  Tol.  xxxvili.  p.  S2A.  But  probably  Boswell,  writing  .or 
at  least  publishing,  at  an  interTal  of  twenty  years,  thought 
that  1768  was.  In  1778,  reee$U.  ~  CnoKia. 
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TCfBtt  J,  who  ate  not  willinffto  be  taught, 
but  wiU  presume  to  teach  P  Where  is  religion 
to  be  learnt  but  at  an  uniTersitj  ?  Sir,  tnej 
were  examined,  and  found  to  be  migh^ 
ignorant  fellows.**  BoewsLL.  ''But,  was  it 
not  luurd,  &,  to  exf)el  them;  for  I  am  told 
Uie^  were  good  beings?**  Johhson.  "I 
beliere  thej  might  be  sood  beings ;  but  they 
were  not  fit  to  be  in  uie  Universitf  of  Ox- 
ford. A  cow  u  a  yery  good  animal  in  the 
field ;  but  we  turn  her  out  of  a  garden.** 
Lord  yni^*"^  used  to  repeat  this  as  an  il- 
lustration ancommonljr  happj*. 

Destrouc  of  calling  Jonnson  forth  to  talk, 
and  exercise  his  wit,  though  I  should  mjsdf 
be  the  object  of  it,  I  resolutely  Tentuzed  to 
undertake  the  defence  of  convivial  indulgence 
in  wine,  though  he  was  not  to-night  in  the 
most  genial  humour.  After  urging  the  com- 
mon plaunble  topics,  I  at  last  had  recourse 
to  the  maxim,  ui  vmo  verittu^  a  man  who  is 
well  warmed  with  wine  will  speak  truth. 
JoBHSOH.  "Why,  Sir,  that  may  be  an  ar- 
gument for  drinking  if  you  suppose  men  in 
seneral  to  be  liars.  But,  Sir,  I  would  not 
kea>  company  with  a  fellow  who  lies  as  long 
as  ne  is  sober,  and  whom  you  must  make 
drunk  before  you  can  get  a  word  of  truth 
out  of  him.**  * 

Mr.  Langton  told  us  he  was  about  to  esta^ 
blbh  a  sc£>ol  upon  his  estate;  but  it  had 
been  suggested  to  him,  that  it  might  have  a 
tendency  to  make  the  people  less  industrious. 
JoHHSON.  "  No,  Sir ;  while  learning  to  read 
and  write  is  a  distinction,  the  few  who  have 
that  distinction  may  be  the  less  inclined  to 
work;  but  when  every  body  learns  to  read  and 
write,  it  is  no  lonf^er  a  distinction.  A  man 
who  has  a  laced  waistcoat  is  too  fine  a  man  to 
work ;  but  if  every  body  had  laced  waistcoats, 
we  should  have  people  working  in  laced  waist- 
coasts.  There  are  no  people  whatever  more 
industrious,  none  who  work  more,  than  our 
manufacturers;  yet  they  have  all  learnt  to  read 
and  write.  Sir,  you  must  not  neglect  doing  a 
thing  immediately  ^ood,  firom  fear  of  remote 
evil ;  from  fear  oi  its  being  abused.  A  man 
who  has  candles  may  sit  up  too  late,  which  he 
would  not  do  if  he  had  not  candles ;  but  no- 
body will  deny  that  the  art  of  making  candles, 
by  which  light  is  continued  to  us  beyond  the 
I  tune  that  the  sun  gives  us  light,  is  a  valuable 
!  art,  and  ought  to  be  preserved.**  BoawBix. 
''But,  Sir,  wouU  k  not  be  better  to  foUow 
nature,  and  go  to  bed  and  rise  just  as  nature 
ghres  us  light  or  withholds  it  ?  **  JomsoH.  "No, 
bir;   for  then  we  should  have  no  kind  of 


>  Mm.  PioBfl,  In  bar  *•  AnrcdolM.**  ».MI..  hm  fiw  n 
•  aoeouat  of  tkto  laddcnt,  m  oi  wuaj  •Ch«rs.  Bhe 
10  folau  It  from  wcollocdon,  m  If  ■ho  borwU  had 


whan  Iho  toet  it,  that  It  wai  eaouraokaled  to 
hf  aM.  Sha  has  ninttaiHad  k  aa  «  paraonalltf,  and  the 
I  Mtait  ha*  aaeapcd  her.  ~  Boawiix.  He  nriarapraaoDU 
the  iaif  mora  than  the  Iha  aaeodote;  it  U  either  wav 
but  a  triSe.  aarf  oolj  worth  notice  at  naitlof  Boawall^ 
jaalooij  of  Mra.  PlofBl**  book.— Caous. 


equality  in  the  puiition  of  our  time  between 
sleeping^  and  waking.  It  would  be  venr  di^ 
ferent  in  different  seasons  and  in  dimsremt 
places.  In  some  of  the  northern  piiti  of  ' 
Scotland  how  little  light  is  there  in  the  depth 
of  winter  I  ** 

We  talked  of  Tacitus,  and  I  haxarded  u 
opinion  that,  with  all  his  merit  for  penetratioo, 
shrewdness  of  judgment,  and  tenenesi  of  ex-  , 
pression,  he  was  too  compact,  too  much  brokes 
into  hints,  as  it  were,  and,  therefore,  too  diifi-  , 
cult  to  be  understood.  To  my  great  latiifac- 
tion.  Dr.  Johnson  sanctioned  this  opimon. 
"Tacitus,  Sir,  seems  to  me  rather  to  hsre 
made  notes  for  an  historical  work,  than  to  lia^t 
written  a  history."  • 

At  this  time,  it  impears,  from  his  "  Frajer^ 
and  Meditations,**  that  he  had  been  more  tku 
commonly  diligent  in  religious  duties,  parti- 
cularly in  readme  the  Holy  Scriptures.  It  «m 
Passion  Week,  3uti  solemn  season  which  tk 
Christian  world  has  appropriated  to  the  comme- 
moration of  the  mysteries  of  our  redemoti^A, 
and  during  which,  whatever  embers  of  rudi^uo 
are  in  our  breasts,  will  be  kindled  into  piuw 
warmth. 

I  paid  him  short  visits  both  on  Friday  and 
Saturday;  and,  seeing  his  lam  folio  Greek 
Testament  before  him,  beheld  him  with  t 
reverential  awe,  and  would  not  intrude  upoa 
his  time.  While  he  was  thus  employed  to  sudi 
{^ood  purpose,  and  while  his  fhends  in  thor 
intercourse  with  him  constantly  ibund  a  viiror- 


my  memory 
have  of  late  turned  my  thoughts  with  a  v«n 
useless  earnestness  upon  past   incidents.    ^ 
liave  yet  got  no  command  over  my  tbou^rb'* 
an  unpleasing  incident  is   simoat  cvrtam  u 
hinder  my  rest.**   [p.  IIL]     What  philowphic 
heroism  was  it  in  him  to   appear  with  fcci 
manly  fortitude  to  the  worid,  while  he  v« 
inwardly  so  distressed !  We  nuay  sardy  belin  i 
that  the  mysterious  principle  of  being  "^niali 
perfect  through  aunering,     waa  to  be  strur^r.^i 
exen^)lified  in  him. 

On  Sundajr,  April  19.,  being  £aaicTHiav 
General  FaoU  ana  I  paid  biaa  a  Tistt  betu.-i 
dinner.    We  talked  of  the  notion  that  >  '^^ 

Sersons  can  distinguish  colours  by  the  ti*i.-l 
ohnson  said,  that  rktifessor  Sniuidmoo  *  nn"\ 
tions  his  having  attempted  to  do  it,  but  (H 
he  found  he  was  aiminff  at  mn  inptmih^ii 
that,  to  be  sure,  a  difterence  in  the  surfail 
makes  the  difference  of  ooloiin  ;  bat  that  <iii 
ference  is  so  fine,  that  it  is  not  sensible  to  U 


t  It  ia  Tonarkable  that  Lard  M 
of  hia  retcmbUos  Dr.  Johnaen  In 
oalled  an  Rlaarir  edition  ti  him.  ~ 
the  rtry  tame  remark —  Origin  a 
vol   UI.  Si  edit.  B.  SIS. ..  Boaw 
177S.— a 

9  NieboUs 


f  1 


A4< 


t«r  Uak 


Unlveraf^r  of  Carabrldge.  4M  Aprtt  19.  ma. 
hIa  alfht  br  tte  ■mall-pon  whan  two  ymmm  oM. 
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UmdL  TheGoMsnl  mentioned  juinrlera  and 
btMmt  naerten,  who  conldi  E^w  cards 
bj  tlie  tooelL  Dr.  Johnson  said,  "  Tlie  cards 
wi  bj  neh  persons  must  be  less  polished  than 
oon  oommooly  are.** 

We  tslked  of  sounds.    The  Greneral  said, 

t^wts  no  beantj  in  a  simple  sound,  but 

onlj  in  an  harmonious  composition  of  sounds. 

I  presuined  to  differ  from  this  opinion^  and 

neotkmed  the  soft  and  sweet  sound  of  a  fine 

vonan*!  TMoe.     Johhsoh.     **N0|  Sir,  if  a 

i  terpent  at  a  toad  uttered  it,  you  would  think 

;  it  uglj."   BoswBLL.    '*So  jou  would  think, 

>  Sir,  were  a  beantifol  tune  to  be  uttered  hj  one 

I  of  t^  safmala.**    Jobhson.     *'No,  Sir,  it 

.  voold  be  admired.   We  have  seen  fine  fiddlers 

.  wkoiii  ve  liked  as  little  as  toads  **  (laughing). 

I     Tilking  on  the  subject  of  taste  in  the  arts, 

t  Itt  Mid,  that  difilerenoe  of  taste  was,  in  truth, 

I  differenoe  of  skill.    Boswsix.    "  But,  Sir,  is 

I  tWe  not  a  quality  called  taste,  which  consists 

I  aerdj  in  perception  or  in  liking  P  for  instance, 

;  'e  tad  people  differ  much  as  to  what  is  the 

1  be«  stfle  of  T^ngliA  composition.  Some  think 

I  Svif(*i  the  best;  others  prefer  a  fuller  and 

'  mnder  way  of  wridng.**     Johhsoh.     "  Sir, 

*»a  ffluit  first  define  what  you  mean  by  style, 

I  twAre  you  can  judge  who  has  a  good  taste  in 

!  X jk;  sad  who  has  a  bad.     The  two  classes  of 

*  Denoai  whom    you    have  mentioned,  don*t 

'  d^  M  to  good  and  bad.    They  both  agree 

,  uu  Swift  has  a  good  neat  style ;  but  one  loves 

t  *  Kst  style,  another  loves  a  stvle  of  more 

I  'pWonr.    In  13ce  manner,  one  loves  a  plain 

;  '-itt,  sDother  loves  n  laced  coat ;  but  neither 

I  vil' deny  that  eadi  if  good  in  its  kind.**  * 

I     y^^Ue  I  ranatned  in  London  this  spring,  I 

I  9m  with  him  at  aereral  other  times,  both  by 

-"Bvlf  sad  in  company.    I  dined  with  him 

•^  dsT  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor  tavern,  in 

.  'M  Strand,  with  Lord  Elibank,  Mr.  Langton, 

<^  Dr.Vaosifttart,    of    Oxford.*     Witikout 

T^ci'jiag  each  particular  day,  I  have  preserved 

'<w  foOowing  memorable  things. 

^  npetted  the  reflecdon,  in  his  preface  to 
^^A^waie,  againei  Garridc,  to  whom  we 
'  wot  hot  appfytilie  following  passage  :-*'*  I 


■boot  this  period,  an 
oTbtofMliiSt:  — 
««f  IripSgrad  froai  cootfoaliv  tlito 
,  aad  tbnrafore  try,  at  tha 


FBMtor]  Sondajr. 


Uiink,«Md  wj 

a  paftiiftoatiOQ  of 

oTaadKatloo,  IconttdarMl  Cha 

Cba  thraa  prlod^at  of  aobarnaM. 

;  and  porpoted  to  forward  fod- 

4f  ito  JM<g  /  rlfhtaovMiaH  ly 

I  MBS  lOOafflMM  9f^  ttfwff  m^ttF9i 

mUh  praflKa  of  parmiMlon,  and,  I 

I  eama  home,  and  found  Paoll 

%.    Wbat  davotloni  I  luad  altar 

dHlioccl/  ranaaiber.    1  want  to 

I,  I  tblnft»anterad  lata. 

paid  Pajrton,  wltboot  rcqoirlof  work. 

lb  mt,  tbm,  al  laal,  la  mj  lUi^'thlrd  jmr, 

thm  hatllly.  aooAuadJjr.  and 


i^iiaLin.iia.^C 


iba  aorafi^  (April  S6.).  I  want 
Ml  van  SottCHwalL**   JV.oarf 


collated  such  oopies  as  I  could  procure,  and 
wished  for  more,  but  have  not  found  the  col- 
lectors of  these  rarities  yery  communicative.** 
I  told  him,  that  Grarrick  had  complained  to 
me  of  it,  and  had  rindicated  himselr  by  assur- 
ing me,  that  Johnson  was  made  welcome  to  the 
fiiU  use  of  his  collection,  and  that  he  left  the 
key  of  it  with  a  servant,  with  orders  to  have 
a  nre  and  every  convenience  for  him.  I  found 
Johnson's  notion  was,  that  Garrick  wanted  to 
be  courted  for  them,  and  that,  on  the  contrary, 
Garrick  should  have  courted  him,  and  sent 
him  the  plays  of  his  own  accord.  But,  indeed, 
considermg  the  slovenly  and  careless  manner 
in  which  books  were  treated  by  Johnson,  it 
could  not  be  expected  that  scarce  and  valuable 
editions  should  nave  been  lent  to  him.' 

A  gentleman  *  having,  to  some  of  the  usual 
arguments  for  drinkinff,  added  this :  —  ^  You 
know.  Sir,  drinking  drives  away  care,  and 
makes  us  forget  whatever  is  disagreeable. 
Would  not  you  allow  a  man  to  drink  for  that 
reason?*'  Johhsoh.  ^^Yes,  Sir,  if  he  sat 
next  yoB.** 

I  expressed  a  liking  for  Mr.  Francis  Os- 
borne's^ works,  and  asked  him  what  he  thought 
of  that  writer.  He  answered,  '*A  conceited 
fellow.  Were  a  man  to  write  so  now,  the  boys 
would  throw  stones  at  him."  He,  however, 
did  not  alter  my  opinion  of  a  favourite  author, 
to  whom  I  was  nrst  directed  by  his  being 
quoted  in  ^  The  Spectator," '  and  in  whom  I 
have  fiaund  much  shrewd  and  lively  sense, 
expressed,  indeed,  in  a  style  somewhat  quaint ; 
which,  however,  I  do  not  dislike.  His  book 
has  an  air  of  originality.  We  figure  to  our- 
selves an  ancient  gentleman  talking  to  us. 

When  one  of  his  friends  endeavoured  to 
maintain  that  a  country  gentleman  mij^ht 
contrive  to  pass  his  life  very  agreeably,  ^  Sir," 
said  he,  **  you  cannot  give  me  an  instance  of 
any  man  who  is  permitted  to  lay  out  his  own 
time,  contriving  not  to  have  tedious  hours.*' 
This  observation,  however,  is  equally  appli- 
cable to  gentlemen  who  live  in  cities '',  and  are 
of  no  profession. 

He  said,  **  There  is  no  permanent  national 


*  Robart  VaailCtart,  LL.D.     8aa  p.  117.  a.  4.  ~  CaoKia. 

*  Cooka  In  hia  IMtqffbote  rccordf  an  tnitanca  of  John- 
ion's  traatfaif  Garnck'i  library  vary  roafblf  ~-  onaning  tha 
bookj  to  wlda  at  to  erack  the  back*,  and  throwing  tbem  on  the 
door,  to  poor  Garrlck's  Tarj  natural  dlspltaMua.  No  portion 
of  Johnfoo*s  character  Is  so  palnAat  to  a  ganaral  adaUrar 
as  his  traaiment  of  Garrick.—  CaoKim. 

*  I  ballava  Boswell  hhnsalf.  —  Caoaaa. 

*  Of  tha  fhmllf  of  tha  Osbornas  of  Ghlduaads,  in  Bcdibrd* 
shire.  Tha  work  bjr  which  h«  Is  now  bast  known  Is  his 
**  Hbtorlcal  Memoirs  of  tha  Rdgn  of  Quean  Elisabeth  and 
King  JaoMS,*'  arrlttaa  in  a  vary  aerlmonSons  spirit.  He  had 
attached  himself  to  tha  Fenbroka  famUr  ;  and.  like  Earl 
Philip,  whom  Walpola  daslgnales  bv  tha  too  aantle  appella- 
tion of  mfmomklf  simtplrtmt  joiaaa  tha  ParUiBMntarians. 
Ha  died  In  ISM —  CaoKaa. 

*  No.  ISOl  Osboroa  adrlias  his  son  to  appear.  In  his 
habk,  rMher  above  than  below  his  fortune ;  and  tells  him 
that  he  wlU  Sod  a  handsome  suit  of  clothes  atwajs  procures 
soma  additional  rsspad.  —  Waiovr. 

7  Not  quite :  men  who  live  In  dtlas  have  theatres,  dubs, 
and  all  the  rarlaty  of  peddle  and  prlvala  society  wtthla  easier 
reach. —  CaoKsa. 
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cfaincCer :  it  Taries  aocording  to  circumstances. 
Alexander  the  Great  swept  India* ;  now  the 
Turks  sweep  Greece.** 

A  learned  gentleman  {^Dr.  VantiUttrQ,  who, 
in  the  course  of  conversation,  wished  to 
inform  us  of  this  simple  fact,  that  the  counsel 
upon  the  circuit  of  Shrewsbury  were  much 
bitten  bj  fleas,  took,  I  suppose,  seven  or  eight 
minutes  m  relating  it  circumstantiallj.  He  in  a 
plenitude  of  phrase  told  us,  that  large  bales  of 
woollen  cloth  were  lodged  in  the  town-hall ;  that 
by  reason  of  this,  fleas  nestled  there  in  prodi- 
gious numbers;  that  the  lodgings  of  the  counsel 
were  near  the  town-hall ;  and  that  those  little 
animals  moved  from  place  to  place  with  won- 
derful agilitv.  Johnson  sat  in  great  impatience 
till  the  gentleman  had  finished  his  tedious  nar- 
rative, and  then  burst  out  ^playfullj  however), 
*'  It  is  a  pitj.  Sir,  that  jou  have  not  seen  a  lion ; 
for  a  flea  has  taken  jon  such  a  time,  that  a  lion 
must  have  served  vou  a  twelvemonth.** ' 

He  would  not  allow  Scotland  to  derive  anj 
credit  from  Lord  Mansfield ;  for  he  was  edu- 
cated in  England.  ^  Much,**  said  he,  **  ma/  be 
made  of  a  l^tchman,  if  he  be  eauffht  young.** 

Talking  of  a  modem  historian  and  a  modem 
moralist,  he  uud,  **•  There  is  more  thought  in 
the  moralist  than  in  the  historian.  There  is 
but  a  shallow  stream  of  thought  in  history.** 
BoswBLL.  "  But,  surely.  Sir,  an  historian  nas 
reflection  ?  "  Johhson.  ^  Why,  yes.  Sir ;  and 
so  has  a  cat  when  she  catches  a  mouse  for  her 
kitten :  but  she  cannot  write  like  \^Beattie]  ; 
neither  can  IRoberttani],** ' 

He  said,  **  I  am  very  unwilling  to  read  the 
manuscripts  of  authors,  and  give  them  my 
opinion.  If  the  authors  who  apply  to  me  have 
money,  I  bid  them  boldly  ^irmt  without  a 
name ;  if  they  have  written  m  order  to  get 
money,  then  to  go  to  the  booksellers  and  make 
the  best  bamin  they  can.**  Boswbix.  **  But, 
Sir,  if  a  bo(Mueller  should  bring  you  a  manu- 
script to  look  at?**  JoHHSOK.  **Why,  Sir, 
I  would  desire  the  bookseller  to  take  it  away.** 

I  mentioned  a  friend  of  mine*  who  oMd 
resided  long  in  Spain,  and  was  unwilling  to 
return  to  Britain.  Johksok.  **Sir,  he  is 
attached  to  some  woman.**  Boswxll,  **  I 
rather  believe,  Sir,  it  is  the  fine  climate  which 
keeps  him  there.**  Johhsok.  '*Nay,  Sir,  how 
can  you  talk  so?  What  is  climate  to  happiness? 
Place  me  in  the  heart  of  Asia ;  should  1  not  be 
exiled  ?  What  proportion  does  climate  bear 
to  the  complex  system  of  human  life?  You 
may  advise  me  to  go  to  live  at  Bologna  to  eat 


This  Mvoit  MNBcwhat  obteor*.  bat  IIm  iiiMiilnt.  1  Mq»- 
»,  !•,  that  Oraee0,  which  fltarmerij  tant  fbrth  the  eoQ« 
qoerort  of  AiU.  had  sttah  to  ha  tiia  prorlnea  of  an  Aiiattc 
aBiplrr.  _CaoKn. 

s  Mr».  Piotsi.  to  whooi  I  CoM  thli  anacdoCa,  has  rclatad  ft 
■•  ir  tba  gMitlcmaii  had  ctven  •  tha  tuHmrmi  ki§larp  of  tha 

•MMUf."     JmredoUt^  p.  191 Bo«wtLt.     The  'Maaread 

fanUaman  **  «a»  cartainly  Dr.  VaBtlttart,  as  la  pmr«id  by  two 
{•■••JM  In  tb#  oorraapondaoee  batwccn  Mrt.  Thrala  and 
Dr.  Johnwrn,  Jul?  and  Aufutt.  ITTSw  Sha  writca  to  tha  Dr. 
in  Scotland,  **iAM»  arm  <AcaM«clhal«ffia/ArM0wr/*  Ac. 


sausages.    The  sausages  there  are  the  best  in 
the  world ;  they  lose  much  by  being  carTied* 

On  Saturday,  May  9.,  Mr.  Dempster  and  I 
had  agreed  to  dine  by  ourselves  at  the  BiitL^h 
Cofl^ee-house.  Johnson,  on  whom  I  happened 
to  call  in  the  morning,  said  he  would  joiii  us ; 
which  he  did,  and  we  spent  a  very  a«T<^?al>k' 
day,  though  I  recollect  but  littfe  o(  what 
passed. 

He  said,  ^  Walpole  was  a  minister  given  br 
the  King  to  the  people :  Fitt  was  a  ministu- 
given  by  the  people  to  the  King, — u  va 
adjunct. 

^  The  misfortune  of  Goldsmith  in  conTcna- 
tion  is  this :  he  goes  on  without  knowing  Ik  v 
he  is  to  get  ofl^.  His  genius  is  great,  but  b& 
knowledge  is  small.  As  they  say  of  a  gene- 
rous man,  it  is  a  pity  he  b  not  rich,  we  luij 
say  of  Goldsmith,  it  is  a  pity  he  is  not  kncir- 
ing.  He  would  not  keep  hia  knowledge  to 
himself.** 

Before  leaving  London  this  year,  I  oonsult^l 
him  upon  a  question  purely  of  Scotch  law.  It 
was  held  or  old,  and  continued  for  a  hr: 
period  to  be  an  established  principle  io  thy. 
law,  that  whoever  intermeddled  with  t^e 
effects  of  a  person  deceased,  without  tho  Lu- 
terposition  of  Ic^ol  authority  to  guard  og:u: «: 
embezzlement^  should  be  suDJected  to  }»▼  ou 
the  debts  of  the  deceased,  as  having  lota 
guilty  of  what  was  techniodly  called  na  >ti 
iniromusian.  The  court  of  session  had  gr-^- 
dually  relaxed  the  strictness  of  this  princij  !>*, 
where  the  interference  proved  had  been  iu* 
considerable.  In  a  case*  which  came  bef'^'Tt 
that  court  the  preceding  winter,  I  bad  Ubcwrc'i 
to  persuade  the  judge  to  return  to  tb^ 
ancient  law.  It  was  my  own  sincere  opb:«*i 
that  they  ought  to  adhere  to  it ;  but  1  \^ 
exhausted  all  my  powers  of  reasoning  in  vs: 
Johnson  thought  as  I  did;  and,  in  order  u 
assist  me  in  my  application  to  the  Court  f<  r^  ^ 
revision  and  alteration  of  the  judgment.  1  \ 
dictated  to  me  the  following  Argument.  ^^^^ 
Appendix.] 

With  such  comprehenskm  of  miod,  ft-"*! 
such  clearness  of  penetration,  did  he  thus  tn  ii 
a  subject  alto^tner  new  to  him,  without  v-i 
other  preparation  than  my  haTing  staled  U 
him  the  arguments  which  had  been  uK^i  *'i 
each  side  m  the  question.  His  intrtter^-  ^ 
powers  ^pcared  with  peculiar  lustre,  «M 
tried  against  thoac  of  a  writer  of  such  fiu»'  ^ 
Lord  Kames,  and  that,  toO|  in  his  LcfxUi:':  ^ 
own  department. 


JohoMMi  raplin,  **  Faor  ▼ 
rhan  nil  mind  h 


a  BM 


orovaa  Um  IdanUtT  of  tlw  panaa,  and  alao 
•air  aanotioocd  Un.  Pioctit 
▼arsM/M  —  CaoBiB. 

*  Theblttorlanaadlhamafrallal, 
liad  Ml  Io  blank,  ara  Doctors 
Cbokol 

*  Prnbahlj  Mr.  BoswalPi  brocbar  Oavid. 
S9.  I7S0 CaoKit. 

*  WiUoQ  afalDit  Smith  aod  A 


Wlaar«*l 

I  or 
due 


T  I 


JH 


-Et.  63. 
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This  masterly  arffument,  after  being  pre- 
faced and  concluded  with  some  sentences  of 
mj  own^  and  garnished  with  the  usual  formu- 
Uries,  was  actually  printed  and  laid  before  the 
lords  of  sesnon,  but  without  success.  Mj 
respected  friend  Lord  Hailes,  howeyer,  one  of 
that  honourable  bodj,  had  critical  sagacity 
enough  to  disooyer  a  more  than  ordinary  hand 
in  the  petiiiaiL  I  told  him  Dr.  Johnson  had 
iayoured  me  with  his  pen.  His  lordship,  with 
wonderful  acumen,  pomted  out  exactly  where 
hi?  composition  be^an,  and  where  it  ended. 
But,  that  I  maj  do  mipartial  justice,  and  con- 
form to  the  great  rule  of  courts,  Suum  cuigne 
tribmio^  I  must  add,  that  their  lordships  in 
genend,  though  thej  were  pleased  to  call  this 
**a  well-drawn  pMtper,**  preferred  the  former 
▼ery  inferior  petition,  woich  I  had  written; 
thus  confirming  the  truth  of  an  observation 
made  to  me  bj  one  of  their  number,  in  a 
merry  mood :  —  ^  My  dear  Sir,  give  yourself 
no  trouble  in  the  composition  of  the  papers 
you  present  to  us ;  for,  indeed,  it  is  casting 
pearls  before  swine.** ' 

I  renewed  my  solicitations  that  Dr.  Johnson 
wonld  this  year  accomplish  his  long-intended 
visit  to  Scotland. 


JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

■*  AngiuC  IS.  ms. 

*DKAa  Sib,— The  Temt  has  not  been  little 
wtih  which  I  have  missed  a  journey  so  pregnant 
vitb  pleasing  expectations,  as  that  in  which  I  could 
promifls  myself  not  only  the  gratification  of  curio- 
•itjr,  both  rational  and  fimciful,  but  the  delight  of 
Mcing  tboae  whom  I  love  and  esteem.  But  such 
has  been  the  course  of  things,  that  I  could  not 
come ;  and  such  has  been,  I  am  afraid,  the  state  of 
mj  body,  that  it  would  not  well  have  seconded  my 
inclinatkNi.  My  body,  I  think,  grows  better,  and 
I  rvfcr  my  hopes  to  another  year ;  for  I  am  very 
sincere  in  ny  design  to  pay  the  visit,  and  take  the 
ramble.  In  the  mean  time,  do  not  omit  any  oppor- 
taoity  of  keeping  up  a  favourable  opinion  of  me  in 
the  minds  of  any  of  my  friends.  Beattie*s  book  ' 
is.  I  believe,  every  day  more  liked;  at  least,  I  like 
it  movcb  aa  I  look  more  upon  it. 

**  I  ain  glad  if  yon  got  credit  by  your  cause;  and 
am  yet  of  opinion  that  our  cause  was  good,  and 
that  the  determination  ought  to  have  been  in  your 
frvoor.  Poor  Hastie  [the  Schoolmaster],  I  think, 
had  but  his  deserts. 

**  You  promised  to  get  me  a  little  Pindar :  you 
may  add  to  it  a  little  Anacreon. 

**  The  leisure  which  I  cannot  enjoy,  it  will  be  a 
pleasure  to  bear  that  you  employ  upon  the  antiqui- 
tics  of  the  feudal  establishment.  The  whole  system 
of  ancient  tenures  is  gradually  passing  away ;  and 


*  This  applieatioD  of  the  scrfptuml  phraie  was  not  Tery 
b«eoairaf,  bat  Che  tmemmmg  was  eonrcci :  tha  faetM  sad  the 
Imm  Mily  oaglit  to  be  ccnuderad  by  Uie  jodga_the  vartMl 
atrocartem  «C  ■trio  thouM  be  at  no  Wifht.  U  li  pro. 
bibte  that  Um  Joota  who  used  it  vss  baarerint  Botweu  on 
pi— jtaif  in  wfaleb  there  vsa,  perhaps,  more  ornament 


*  **  EaMyeo  Truth."  of  which  a  third  edition  was  pub- 
iked  hi  177S.~CaoKBa. 

*  **  ynom  mtaturj  lasts  and  life  Inipires  my  frame."— 


I  wish  to  have  the  knowledge  of  it  preserved  ade- 
quate and  complete ;  for  such  an  institution  makes 
a  very  important  part  of  the  history  of  mankind. 
Do  not  forget  a  design  so  worthy  of  a  scholar  who 
studies  the  law  of  his  country,  and  of  a  gentleman 
who  may  naturally  be  curious  to  know  the  con- 
dition of  his  own  ancestors.  I  am,  dear  Sir,  youn 
with  great  afTeetion,  Sau,  Johnson.** 

BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

•'Edinburgh.  Dec.  95. 177S. 

''  Mr  DXAm  Sia,— I  was  much  disappointed  that 
you  did  not  oome  to  Scotland  last  autumn.  How- 
ever, I  must  own  that  your  letter  prevents  me  from 
complaining ;  not  only  because  I  am  sensible  that 
the  state  of  your  health  was  but  too  good  an 
excuse,  but  because  you  write  in  a  strain  which 
shows  that  you  have  agreeable  views  of  the  scheme 
which  we  have  so  long  proposed. 

**  I  communicated  to  Beattie  what  you  said  of 
his  book  in  your  last  letter  to  me.  He  writes  to 
me  thus :  —  *  You  judge  very  rightly  in  supposing 
that  Dr.  Johnson*s  favourable  opinion  of  my  book 
must  give  me  great  delight.  Indeed,  it  is  impossible 
for  me  to  say  how  much  I  sra  gratified  by  it ;  for 
there  is  not  a  man  upon  earth  whose  good  opinion 
I  would  be  more  ambitious  to  cultivate  His 
talents  and  his  virtues  I  reverence  mora  than  any 
words  can  express,  llie  extraordinary  civilities 
(the  paternal  attentions  1  should  rather  say),  and 
the  many  instructions  I  lutve  had  the  honour  to  re- 
ceive from  him,  will  to  me  be  a  perpetual  source  of 
pleasure  in  the  recollection,  — 

*  i>iiai  SMSior  ipst  met,  dum  spiriiug  hot  reget  arftu.*' 

'^  *  I  had  still  some  thoughts,  while  the  summer 
lasted,  of  being  obliged  to  go  to  London  on  some 
little  business ;  otherwise  I  should  certainly  have 
troubled  him  with  a  letter  several  months  ago^  and 
given  some  vent  to  my  gratitude  and  admiration. 
This  I  intend  to  do  as  soon  as  I  am  left  a  little  at 
leisure.  Meantime,  if  you  have  occasion  to  write 
to  him,  I  beg  you  will  offer  him  my  most  respectful 
compliments,  and  assure  him  of  the  sincerity  of  my 
attachment  and  the  warmth  of  my  gratitude.' 

'*I  am,&e.»  Jambs  Boswsll.** 

[JOHNSON  TO  MR&  THKALE.« 
{ExtraeU) 

«  Lichfield,  Oct.  19. 1772. .—  I  set  out  on  Thurs- 
day  night,  at  nine,  and  arrived  at  Lichfield  on 
Friday  night,  at  eleven,  no  otherwise  incommoded 
than  with  want  of  sleep,  which,  however,  I  en- 
joyed very  comfortably  the  first  night  I  think  a 
stage  coach  is  not  the  worst  bed. 

**  Ashbourne,  Nov.  4.  1772.  —  Since  I  came  to 
Ashbourne  I  have  been  out  of  order.  I  was  well 
at  Lichfield.  You  know  sickness  will  drive  me  to 
you ;  acs  perhaps,  you  very  heartily  wish  me  better : 


Ma.  it.  836.  Yet  It  lecmi  that  Boiwell  had  sllowed  John- 
■on's  kind  letter  of  the  ISth  Auguit  to  remain  above  four 
momtki  unanswered. —  CaoKsa. 

«  It  appears  from  the  extracu  of  his  letters  to  Mrs.  Thrale, 
which  1  have  given  in  the  text,  tliat  in  the  autumn  of  this 

J  ear  Johnson  again  visited  Lichfield  and  Ashbourne,  where 
e  was  somewhat  indisposed ;  and  on  his  return  to  town  had 
a  fit  of  the  gout,  arcompsnied  by  a  cough,  which  gave  him 
mora  trouble.  -^  Caoasa. 
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bat  y<m  knov  likewise  that  bcftlth  will  not  bold  me 


**  Ashbourne,  Nor.  97.  1772.  —  If  yoo  are  lo 
kiiid  ei  to  write  to  me  on  Saturday,  the  day  on 
wbieb  you  will  reeetre  thia,  I  shall  have  it  bcfbrs 
I  leave  Ashbourne.  I  am  to  go  to  LiehMd  on 
Wednesday,  and  purpose  to  find  my  way  to  London 
throagh  Birmingham  and  Ozfetd.  I  was  yester- 
day at  Chatsworth.  It  is  a  very  fine  house.  I 
wish  you  bad  been  with  me  to  see  it ;  Ibr  then,  as 
we  are  apt  to  want  matter  of  talk,  we  should  have 
gained  something  new  to  talk  on.  Tliey  oompli- 
mented  me  with  pUjing  the  fountain,  and  opening 
the  cascade.  But  I  am  of  my  friend's  opinion, 
that,  when  one  has  seen  the  ocean,  cascades  are  but 
little  thioga.*^ 


CHAPTER  XXVUL 
1773. 

CTfOiyc  Statpens,  ^  GoUtmUh  and  Btama,  —  Z)a2- 
rympk*»  HiMtoty.  —  Aeiiom  la  Speaking,  —  Chn- 
Ur/di  and  Tgnrnkp*  -*  Tfts  Speeiator,  —  Sir 
Andrew  FrttporL  —  Burnett  Own  Timu.  — 
(rood  Friday,  —  Etuter  Day.  —  A  Dinner  at 
Joknton't.  —  Waytg  to  Women  ServamU.^  Keeping 
aJonmoL  •»  Lumry.  .^  BfmaHty,  —  TV  Ataorti. 
—  Lam  Eeport9.  —  **  2V  Gentle  Skepkerd."  — 
Wkigeand  Toriee,  —  Sterne, — Ckark§  Toionekend, 
^^** Happy  Jtevohaion.*'  —  •*  Ske  Stoept  io  Cen» 

Bmrrie,  —   The  Fiddle.  ^  DuelUny.  _  Lord 
CkatHam^g  Ferms  to  Garriek  —  Saoape  Life.  — 
—  BndpelL  <—  The  Donylao  Canee, 


Lt  1773  *,  bifl  onl^  publtcntion  was  m  edition 
of  his  folio  Dictionary,  with  additions  and  cor- 
rections ;  nor  did  he,  so  far  as  is  known,  fomish 
any  productions  of  his  fertile  pen  to  nnj  of  his 
numerous  friends  or  dependants,  except  the 
Preface*  to  his  old  amanuensis  AL^bean^s 
**Dictionarj  of  Ancient  Geoffraphj."  His 
Shakspeare,  indeed,  which  had  been  receired 
with  high  approbation  by  the  public,  and  gone 
through  sercmi  editions,  was  this  year  repub- 
lishecT  by  George  Steevens,  Esq.,  a  gentleman 
not  only  deeply  sldlled  in  ancient  learning,  and 
of  very  extensiTe  reading  in  English  literature, 
especially  the  early  writers,  but  at  the  same 
time  of  acute  discernment  and  elegant  taste. 


1  He,  howercr.  wrote,  or  partly  wrotau  so  Epiuph  on  Mri.  , 
Bell,  wife  of  hii  fHend  John  B«U.  Eiq.,  DroCber  of  the  Krv. 
Dr.  Bell.  Prcbeodarr  of  WmUbIomot.  wbidi  it  prhttrd  In 
his  vorki.  It  ii  la  Bof  U»h  proM,  and  h—  to  Itttl*  of  bis 
aamicr,  that  I  did  not  beliero  he  bad  anjr  bead  In  It,  till  I  I 
•aUsSed  of  cba  fbet  bj  the  aotbortty  of  Mr.  Belt  ~  Boa- 
L.    Sm  m$Ui,  B.  Its.  —  C. 

•  Dr.  JobnMB'i  Mrljr  friend.  Mr.  BdaMind  Sonthwall. 
third  MO  of  tb«  trtt  Lord  Soathvell.  bom  to  1705.  had  died  I 
in  tb«  precMliRff  Nowoibcr.  agml  S7i  tba  Mr.  Soutbfvcll  , 
here  mrndoned  was.  protublj,  Tbooua  Artbar,  aft«rward«  ' 
the  fourib  Lord  and  iacoad  Viioouot.    (Saa  aalr,  p.  133.) 


It  is  almost  nnncofSiry  lo  sty,  that  by  bU 
great  and  Taluable  additions  to  Dr.  Johnsoo's 
work,  he  justly  obtained  considerable  reputa- 
tion:— 

"  DiTisum  imperium  cum  Jove  Oasr  habit* 

[JOHNSON  TO  MR&  THRAtE. 
{EstroBtB.) 

*•  Tutiday,  3m.  K.  17n. 

*'  Last  night  was  very  tedious,  and  this  day  nukes 
DO  prooiifles  of  much  eaae.  Howcter,  I  httc  thb 
day  put  on  my  shoe,  and  hope  tfiat  goat  it  gow. 
I  shall  hare  only  the  eoogh  to  etmtand  with ;  and 
I  doubt  whether  I  ihall  get  rid  of  that  withoot 
change  of  place.  I  caught  cold  in  Ac  eoadi  u  I 
went  away,  and  am  diaor^esad  by  TSiy  little  tbinp. 
Is  it  accident  or  age  ?  ** 

-FA  )f.im. 

**  I  think  I  am  better,  bnteannot  say  naoh  man 
than  that  I  think  so.  I  was  yestnday  with  Um 
Lucy  Southwell  and  Mr&  Williaasa,  at  Mr.  Soutb- 
well*s.*  Miss  FVaaoca  Southwell  is  not  vdl.  I 
hare  an  inntation  to  dine  at  flur  Joshua  Bcynotd»t 
on  Tuesday.     May  Iseasptis?"] 


JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

•*  Leodoo,  Fib. «  1^1 
**  Dkae  Sia,  —  I  have  icmI  yoor  kind  Irn^ 
much  more  than  the  elegant  Pindar  wbieh  it  •(- 
compauied.  I  am  always  glad  to  6nd  mpdf  coi 
forgotten ;  and  to  be  Ibrgottcn  by  yen  weaU  p<( 
me  great  uncasinces.  My  uuitbtiu  frisadi  he^t 
nerer  been  unkind  to  ma  t  I  hare  ftuai  yoe,  d^^ 
Sir,  testimonies  of  afltetion,  which  I  have  sol  ^^ 
been  able  to  excite;  and  Dr.  Bcettie  mm  the  10- 
timony  which  I  was  desifons  of  paying  ts  hbanit. 
much  higher  than  I  should  have  thought  it  itsM- 
able  to  expect. 

*«  I  have  heard  of  your  maaqueiadt.*  Wksl«ir 
your  synod  to  such  mnovatione?  I  am  not  *o^' 
outly  scrupulous,  nor  do  I  think  a  naiqerr*^' 
either  evil  in  itself,  or  very  likeljr  lo  be  tbt  ect*' 
sion  of  evil ;  yet,  as  the  world  thinks  It  s  wry 
licenttoos  rslaxation  of  mannan,  I  would  ael  ka«t 
been  one  of  the  /Iret  maaqnars  in  a  couatry  vhm 
no  mastpierade  had  ever  beim  befcie.* 

**  A  new  edition  of  my 
pnnted,  from  n  copy  wbieh 
revise;  but,  having  made  no  pieparstiea,  1  *** 
able  to  do  very  litde.  Some  aupcdhiitisi  I  b>** 
expunged*  and  some  fculta  I  have  conectr^  tei 
here  and  there  have  scattered  a  remark ;  bet  (h« 
main  Ikbric  of  the  work  remains  as  it  wnL  I  ^ 
looked  veiy  little  into  it  since  I  wmlB  it;  a^  I 
think,  I  found  it  fitO  as  often  better,  m  wsnc  Omb 
I 


gfsai 


10 


Tba  two  ladlat  nMntloaad  wara,  ■ribrttv.  im%htm  ^f^ 
first  lord:  Fraacca,  bora  in  ifaa, and  tacy, ban  ia  ••  - 
"-Caoasa. 

>  GivanbfaM7>tBdlBbHlh.-. 

4  Thara  had  bate  aiss^eaiedi  s  la 
Tarj  long  time.—  Boawa-l.    Tbia 
ibc  ISUi  of  iaouarv,  bf  the 
Johnson  bad  no  dauM  Mco  M 
man's  M«fasina  for  Janvary, 
th«  firat  maaquarade  avar  sam  la 
himself  appaarad  In  the  character  ei  • 
Caoi 


I 
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•*  Baretti  and  Davips*  have  had  a  furious  quar- 
rel ;  a  quarrel,  I  think,  irrcooocileable.  Dr.  Gold- 
smith hM  a  new  eomcdy,  which  is  expected  in  the 
spring.  No  name  is  jet  given  it.  The  chief  diver- 
sion afisea  from  a  stimtagem  by  which  a  lover  is 
I  made  to  mistake  hia  fiiture  Either- in-law*s  house 
t  for  an  inn.  This,  jou  see,  borders  upon  farce. 
I  The  (fialogue  is  quick  and  gay,  and  the  incidents  , 
I    areso  prepared  as  not  to  seem  improbable.' 

**  I  am  sorry  that  you  lost  your  cause  of  Intro- 
mission, because  I  yet  think  theargoments  on  your  , 
flideimanswcrablo.     But  yon  seem,  I  think,  to  my  | 
I   that  you  gained  ffeputalion  even  by  your  defeat ;  | 
I   and  repntadon  you  will  daily  gain,  if  you  keep 
I    Lord  Aoebinleek's  prcecpt  in  your  mind,  and  en- 
deaioor  to  eonaolidate  in  your  mind  a  ftrm  and 
i   regnlar  system  of  kw,  instead  of  picking  sp 
J 


**  My  health  seems  in  geneml  to  improve ;  but  I 
keen  troubled  for  many  weeks  with  a  vesa- 
tious  catarrh,  which  is  sometimes  sufficiently  dis- 
toBBsfuL  I  bare  not  found  any  great  effcDU  from 
Mifdiing  and  phyuc ;  and  am  afraid  that  I  must 
eapeet  help  from  brighter  days  and  softer  air. 

*•  Write  to  me  now  and  then ;  and  whenever  any 
good  befisOs  you,  make  haste  to  let  me  know  it ; 
for  no  one  will  rejoice  at  it  more  than,  dear  Sir, 
yoor  moat  humble  servant,  Saii.  Johnsox. 

**  To«  eontinue  to  stand  very  high  in  the  fovour 
ofMzB.Thnle.'* 

While  a  former  edition  of  my  work  was 
paadog  through  the  furesai  I  was  unex])ectedly 
mroored  with  a  packet  from  FhiUdelpma,  from 
Mr.  James  Abei^rombie,  a  gentleman  of  that 
coimtTT,  who  is  pleased  to  honour  me  with 
Tex7  high  praise  of  my  '*  Life  of  Dr.  Johnson.** 
To  have  the  &me  of  my  illustrious  friend,  and 
his  ^thful  biographer,  echoed  frt>m  the  New 
Worid»  is  extremely  flattering;  and  mj  grateful 
acknowledgmenti  shall  be  wafted  across  the 
Atlantic.  Mr.  Abercrombie  has  politelj  con- 
feired  on  me  a  considerable  additional  obliga- 
tion, by  traDsmitdng  to  me  copies  of  two  letters 
from.  Dr.  Johnson  to  American  gentlemen. 
**  CUadly,  8ir,**  siqri  he,  ^  would  I  have  lent  you 
the  origmals;  but  being  the  only  relics  of  ihe 
kind  in  Amerira,  they  are  considered  by  the 
pMMBsors  of  such  inestimable  Talue,  that  no 
possible  consideration  would  induce  them  to 
part  with  them.  In  some  future  publication 
of  yonn  relative  to  that  great  and  good  man, 
they  may  perhaps  be  thought  worthy  of  in- 


ths  pobllther  of 


Bsrctti*<  Tnrtlss   sod 
^Ml  pubuther. 


s  *-  Sb*  scoops  Co  Conqosr.  or  the  MbtakM  of  s  Kisht," 
m  peitoTMod,  for  cho  Snt  Ubm,  at  Covant  GsrSra,  oo  the 
Mb  of  March.  Mr.  Prior,  ia  bli  life  of  Ooldmlih,  tolU  tu 
fhst  MBoddaa  Hha  the  mala  htddant  had  happonod  to  tbs 
Aacbor  htotclr  hi  early  lUb.^si^  the  Ibrciosl  trick  of 
drtviof  Mrs.  Hanlesille  round  h«r  own  beoos.  wbllo  ihe 
ftacted  ibe  wo  fotof  a  Jonraey,  was  actually  prsctlasd  by 
ftnflilsa  on  Madsar  ^  Oealla.  ~~  Caoaaa. 

<  TU*  fcntlsaMB,  who  now  raiMai  hi  Amorlcs,  hi  a 
paUle  choiaeMT  of  oonsidorablo  dfaahy.  dMiicd  thai  hb 
BMM  ariahr  not  ho  tanocffbod  at  fuU  loogib.— 1I«mwsll 
Ti^itUtf  a  Mr.  BkhaolBlaad.  of  VlcRhda*  whsaa  "laquliy 


JOHNSON  TO  MR.  B- 

•*  JohnMm*s  Ooart,  Msrobd.  177S. 

■*  Stm,^That  ia  the  hnny  of  a  sudden  departure 
yott  should  yet  find  leisure  to  eonsult  my  oo»- 
venienee*  is  a  degree  of  kindness,  and  an  instanae  of 
regard,  not  only  beyond  my  claiois,  but  above  my 
expectation.  You  are  not  mistaken  in  supposing 
that  I  tet  a  high  value  on  my  Amcriean  friends, 
and  that  you  should  confer  a  vary  valuable  favour 
upon  roe  by  giving  me  an  opportunity  of  keeping 
myself  in  their  memory. 

**  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  troubling  you  with 
a  packet,  to  which  I  wish  a  ssfe  and  speedy  con- 
veyance, because  I  wbh  a  safe  and  speedy  voyage  to 
him  that  conveys  it.  I  am.  Sir,  your  moat  humble 
servant,  Sam.  Jorhsoit.'* 

JOHNSON  TO  REV.  MIL  WHITE.* 

•*  JohnsoD'i  Cooft,  Msfch  4. 1771. 

**Dkar  Si  a, — Your  kindness  fcr  your  friends 
accompanies  you  across  the  Atlantic.  It  was  loi^ 
nnce  observed  by  Horace,  that  no  ship  eonld  leave 
care  behind:  you  have  been  attended  in  your 
voyage  by  other  powers, — by  benevolence  and  con- 
stancy ;  and  I  hope  care  did  not  often  show  her 
hee  in  thar  company. 

**  I  received  the  copy  of  RasKlaa.  The  imprca- 
non  b  not  magnificent,  but  it  fiatters  an  airthor, 
because  the  printer  seems  to  have  expected  that  it 
would  be  scattered  among  the  people.  The  little 
book  has  been  well  received,  and  n  translated  into 
Italian,  French,  German,  and  Duteh.  It  has  now 
one  honour  more  by  an  American  edition. 

"  i  know  not  that  much  has  happened  since  your 
departure  that  can  engage  your  curiosity.  Of  all 
public  transactions  the  whole  world  is  now  in- 
formed by  the  newspapers.  Opposition  aeema  to 
despond ;  and  the  dissenters,  ^ough  they  have 
taken  advantage  of  nnaettled  dmea,  and  a  govern- 
ment much  enfeebled,  seem  not  likely  to  gain  any 
immunities. 

**  Dr.  Goldsmitfa  has  a  new  eomedy  in  reheaml 
at  Covent  Garden,  to  which  the  manager  predicts 
ill  success.*  I  hope  he  will  be  mistaken.  I  think 
it  deserves  a  very  kind  reeeption. 

**  I  shall  soon  publish  a  new  edition  of  my  large 
Dictionary.  I  have  been  persuaded  to  revise  it, 
and  have  mended  some  ihults,  but  added  little  to 
its  usefulness. 

■*  No  book  has  been  published  since  your  de- 
parture, of  which  much  notice  is  taken.  Faetien 
only  fills  the  town  with  pamphlets,  and  greater 
subjects  are  forgotten  in  the  noise  of  discord. 

**  Thus  have  I  written,  only  to  tell  you  how  little 
I  have  to  tell.     Of  mysdf  I  can  only  add,  that 


hito  tho  RIgfato  of  tbo  Bmkh  Coleaiei  **  wst  rapuhliabad 

hi  LendoP  iO  1770.— ^  rtmmmmm 

*  Aftorwards  Dr.  VVhtte.  and  Btehof  of  tho  Bulacayal 
Ghorcb  to  PoaanrlvaDla.  Dorlag  his  fint  visit  to  nnjlaiid 
in  1771.  aa  a  cmdidale  for  holy  ordert,  bo  aaa  saroral  tioMs 
io  eoaipany  with  Dr.  Jobnaon,  who  oaftaoaada  with  tosae 
tbo  odltioo  at  BasBotot.  which  Dr.  Whko  lold  bfaa  bad  baan 
prtotod  In  Aowrlos.  Dr.  White,  on  hia  rotun,  tmmadiataly 
aont  btan  a  copy.  ^  Caoasa. 

*  OolBaaflioiifht  ao  lU  of  It,  that  wbsn.  at  one  of  tbo 
laatrahaaiiala.  Mrt.  Rcnrnolds  and  aane  ocbar  ladloa  obiodod 
to  OBO  oflNmy  Lampkia'a  aalUea,bo  aarkhaod,  **  Pibawl  of 
what  eoBaeqiMoeo  b  m  iqaib,  whoa  wo  have  bean  otttiof  far 
two  boars  oo  a  hartal  of  gunpowder  f  **— r 
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luiTini^  been  afflicted  many  vceks  with  a  Terj 
troubleaoiDC  ocmgb,  I  am  now  recovered. 

•*  I  take  the  liberty  which  you  give  roe  of  trou- 
bling you  with  a  letter,  of  which  you  will  pleaae  to 
fill  up  the  direetioii.     I  am.  Sir,  your  most  humble 

Sam.  JoHvaox.* 


[JOHNSON  TO  W.  S.  JOHNSON,  LL.D.S 

**  Johnioo*»  Court.  March  4. 1773. 

**  Sia,  —  or  all  those  whom  the  various  accidents 
of  life  have  brought  within  my  notice,  there  is 
scarce  any  noan  whose  acquaintance  I  have  more 
desired  to  cultivate  than  yours.  I  cannot  indeed 
charge  you  with  neglecting  me,  yet  our  mutual 
inclination  could  never  gratify  itself  with  oppor- 
tunities. The  current  of  the  day  always  bore  us 
away  from  one  another,  and  now  the  Atlantle  is 
between  us. 

••  Whether  you  carried  away  an  impression  of 
me  as  pleMing  aa  that  which  you  left  me  of  your- 
self I  know  not ;  if  you  did,  you  have  not  for- 
gotten me.  and  will  be  glad  that  I  do  not  forget 
you.  Merely  to  be  remembered  is  indeed  a  barren 
pleasure,  but  it  is  one  of  the  pleasures  which  is 
more  sensibly  felt  as  human  nature  b  more  exalted. 

•«  To  make  you  wish  that  I  should  have  you  in 
my  mind,  I  would  be  gbd  to  tell  you  something 
which  you  do  not  know ;  but  all  public  affairs  are 
printed ;  and  as  you  and  I  have  no  common  friend, 
X  can  tell  you  no  private  history. 

**  The  government,  I  think,  grow  stron^r ;  but 
I  am  afraid  the  neit  general  election  will  be  a 
time  of  uncommon  turbulenoe«  violence,  and 
outrage. 

^  Of  literature  no  great  product  has  appeared,  or 
is  eipected ;  the  attention  of  the  people  has  for 
some  years  been  otherwise  employed. 

**  I  was  told  a  day  or  two  ago  of  a  design  which 
must  excite  some  curiosity.  Two  ships  are  in  pre- 
paration, which  are  under  the  command  of  Captain 
Cowttantine  Phipps*  to  explore  the  northern  ocean ; 
not  to  seek  the  north-east  or  the  north-west 
passage,  but  to  sail  directly  north,  as  near  the  pole 
as  they  can  go.  They  hope  to  find  an  open  ocean, 
but  I  suspcet  it  is  one  mass  of  perpetual  congela- 
tion. I  do  not  much  wiih  well  to  discoveries,  for 
I  am  always  afraid  they  will  end  in  conquest  and 
robbery. 

**  I  have  been  out  of  order  this  winter,  but  am 
grown  better.  Can  I  never  hope  to  see  you  again, 
or  must  1  be  always  eontcnt  to  tell  you  that  in 


•  The  lata  Wmissi  Ssmod  Joknson  of  Cennscttent.  Thlt 
tratleaasn  tpanl  Mversl  jrssn  la  bigland  about  tks  mMdls 
of  tht*  Uat  esnCory.  lis  rsotlvod  tbo  dsgrss  of  Doctor  ol 
CiTll  Lav  from  the  Unfvorritv  of  Oxford  {  aad  chit  clrauK 
•tanrv,  toffKhcr  with  tho  aeeMciital  •Inllarity  of  nam*,  re- 
commMidad  bin  to  the  aequalotaoco  of  Dr.  Samuel  Johiuon. 
Several  lettor*  pasMd  between  thorn,  aflor  the  Amoricaa  Dr. 
Johmrni  had  returned  to  hit  native  eouatiy ;  of  which,  how- 
ever, it  It  foared  that  thlt  It  thoonljr  one  rnnalnlng.^— Urnl. 
Mfif.  ~  Caoasa. 

s  The  plav  in  qoostioo  was  Ooldtrolth*t  new  conadj.  *■  She 
fltoofie  to  Conqoer.**  Johnioo  calU  It  **  Coi$mmn'»  Plm^,** 
hecaiita  Colmaa  was  the  maaafer  of  CoTont  Garden  Th*atro, 
where  It  had  been  produced  (lAth  March)  eontrarjlo  the 
wUKet  of  the  mwiagcr,  who  thooght  It  vorjr  111  adapted  for 

Tho  plera.  however. 


rat  eomnletaljr 
•urceaUU ;  and  loaae  of  the  IHeodt  of  Goldaaalth,  and  tome 
of  tho  email  wlu  about  town.  Ulod  tho 
wtnm  to  ColBMn.  whkh  woeld  appear  to  have 

Ikat  ha,M  JohBaoai^a,soUcilaiGol^ 


another  hemisphere  I  am.  Sir,  your  most  buDbls 
servant?  Sam.  Joaasox.* 

—  Gent.  Mag, 

JOHNSON  TO  MR&  THR.^L£. 

{ExtracL) 

•*  March  fl.im. 

«*  Did   not  I  tell  you   that   I  had  written  is 
Boswell  ?  He  has  answered  my  letter.  1  am  pia%  . 
this  evening  to  put  young  Otway  to  school  wi\h 
Mr.  Elphinston. 

•«  C[abMni]  •  is  so  distrcsaed  with  abuse  sboot  bit 
play,  that  he  has  solicitad  Goldsmith  to  lak  kim  «} 
lAe  radb  of  tk»  miwipamn,  M[tdUe]*  is  prepsring 
a  whole  pamphlet  against  G[amcA]  ',  and  G[arrfci] 
is,  I  euppoae,  eoUeeting  materiab  to  eoafttis 
MrtsMb]. 

Jennens*  has  published  Hamlet,  but  witbont 
a  preface,  and  S[torec»«]  declares  his  intcntiua  oC 
letting  him  pass  the  rest  of  bis  life  in  peace. 
Here  is  news." 

On  Saturday,  April  3.,  the  day  after  wf 
aiTiYal  in  London  this  year,  I  went  to  bis  i 
house  late  in  the  evening,  and  sat  with  Mn. 
Williams  till  he  came  home.    I  found  in  tbe 
London  Chronicle,  Dr.  Goldsmith's  apology  to 
the  public  for  beating  Evans,  a  bookseller,  on 
account  of  a  paragraph  ^  in  a  newspaper  pub- 
lished by  him,  which  Goldsmith  tnou^t  im* 
pertinent  to  hun  and  to  a  lady  of  his  aoqusiiil- 
ance.    The  apology  was  written  so  much  in 
Dr.  Johnson's  manner,  that  both  Mrs.  Willianu 
and  I  supposed  it  to  be  his;  but  when  he  caioe 
home,  he  soon  undeceived  us.     When  he  said 
to    Mrs.  Williams,    ''  Well,    Dr.  Goldsmitb « 
mamfedo  has  eot  into  your  paper ;  **  I  asked 
him  if  Dr.  Goldsmith  had  written  it,  with  sa 
air  that  made  him  see  I  suspected  it  was  lus, 
though  subscribed  by  Golosmith.     Johjimil 
**  Sir,  Dr.  Goldsmith  would  no  more  have  ssked 
me  to  write  such  a  thing  as  thai  for  him,  thaabc 
would  have  asked  me  to  feed  him  with  a  9pc»n, 
or  to  do  any  thing  else  that  denoted  his  unbi^ 
cility.    I  as  much  believe  that  he  wrote  it,  a> 
if  I  had  seen  him  do  it.     Sir,  had  he  shown  it 
to  any  one  friend,  he  would  not  have  beec 
allowed  to  publish  it.    He  haa«  indeed,  tlooe  d 
very  well ;  but  it  is  a  foolish  thing  w<ki  doikir. 
I  suppose  he  has  been  so  much  elated  with  the 
success  of  his  new  comedy,  that  he  has  thoo^ 
every  thing  that  concerned  him  must  be  cf 


rtth 


mtth  **  to  uke  htan  off  tho  rack  of  tho 
of  the  tquiba  have  beea  rcprtotad  bj 
GoldtmUh.  -.  P.  Comniuqbam. 
s  Sae  Ganrick't  letter  la  Poaaen. 

ioarrel  wai  oo  tho  ml^ect  of  the 
^BOKSa. 

«  Chariaa  Jennaaa,  oC  O  afiaj,  ft|.,  a 
but  quattiooable  taite,  OMditalcd  aa 
and  publlahad  two  or  Ihne  playa  as  -, 
In  hit  praCaea  to  Klag  Lear  atlned  mp 

StaefODS,  who  for '* 

with  a  BiallgniCf  m ^ 

appaan,  the  puMkathm  of  Haadot 
^7laa;  bat  J "'  - 


'  J:t.64. 
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inportaoce  to  the  public.**     Boswsix.     **  I 
fiDcj,  Sir,  this  is  tne  first  time  that  he  has 
been  engaged  in  sach  an  sdYenture."  Johnsoh. 
"  Whjt  Sir,  I  beliere  it  is  the  first  time  he  has 
.  heat^ ,  he  may  have  been  beaien  before.     This, 
I  Sir,  is  t  new  plume  to  him.** 
<     I  mentionea  Sir  John  DaLrymple's  ^  Memoirs 
'  of  Grest  Britain  and  IreUind/*  and  his  dis- 
I  enreries  to  the  prejudice  of  Lord  Russell  and 
I  Algernon   Sidnej.     Johhson.     ^Why,    Sir, 
I  tnry  body  who  had  just  notions  of  goy em- 
Bent  (honght  them  rascals  before.     It  is  well 
ihit  all  mimkind  now  see  them  to  be  rascals.** 
I  Boiwiix.    **But,    Sir,  may  not  those  dis* 
'  nreries  be  true  without  their  being  rascals  P** 
'  JoHsios.  **  Consider,  Sir ;  would  any  of  them 
hiTe  been  willing  to  have  had  it  known  that 
{  they  intrigued  with  France  ?  Depend  upon  it, 
Sir,  he  who  does  what  he  is  afraid  should  be 
'  bovn,  has  something  rotten  about  him.    This 
I^ilrTmple  seems  to  be  an  honest  fellow ;  for 
I  he  tells  eijually  what  makes  against  both  sides. 
,  Btt  oocbioff  osn  be  poorer  than  his  mode  of 
vritiiw,  it  IS  the  mere  bouncing  of  a  school- 
^:  Grest  He!  but  greater  She!  and  such 

I  eonkl  not  agree  with  him  in  this  criticism ; 
dr  thoQgh  Sir  Jc^  Dalrjmple*s  style  is  not 
ffnUHr  formed  in  any  respect,  and  one  cannot 

.  ^>  smiling  soinetimes  at  his  afiectedjTtiiidi29- 
fm,  there  is  in  his  writing  a  pointed  Tiracity, 
iod  moch  of  a  gentlemanly  spirit. 

'  At  Mr.  T!inte*s,  in  the  erening,  he  repeated 
kk  usual   paradoxical    declamation    against 

*  artne  in  puoUo  speaking.  ^  Action  can  have 
■0  effect  upon  reasonable  minds.  It  may 
toSBieat  noise,  bat  it  nerer  can  enforce  argu* 
B^^sL  If  you  speak  to  a  dog,  you  use  action ; 
!"«  hold  up  your  hand  thus,  because  he  is  a 
^'vte ;  sad  in  proportion  as  men  are  remored 
(trm  brutes,  action  will  have  the  less  influence 
tpon  them.**  Mma.THmALB.  **  What  then, 
^t  becmaes  of  Demosthenes*  saying  ?  *  Ac* 
tns,irtioo,  action  I*"  JoHHSon.  **Demos- 
ticsei,  Madam,  spoke  to  an  assembly  of  brutes; 
ift  %  bvbarous  people.**  ^ 

I  thought  it  extraordinary,  that  he  should 
jy  the  power  of  rhetorical  action  upon  human 
^>tBr«,  when  it  ia  prored  by  innumerable  facts 
a  aa  stages  of  society.  Beuonable  bemgs  are 


Vr  CtahMra.  to  tiM  artid*  **  Ootdsmteh,'*  in  tb«  AAy. 
'«?•  tiaut,  m  IW  ■■itinrlfj  of  Rvmm,  that  ke  had  baatoa 
h.  Mi  aoK  CMdMDltli  kim ;  and  Mr.  Prior,  who 
mmttim  antbias  to  Goldsmith's  dlsi>arag«m«Bt, 
U»  taeollMClooi  of  Harria  tha  bookseller,  lata  of 
'  '^'i  C^ioih  Yard,  .who  was  Evans's  sbnomaa,  and 
*«•«  « iha  ano,  which  cava  Ooldsaslth  rather  tha  worst  of 
^  «'*qtit«ith  alWtad  to  drftars  of  Ms  PTOcaadtofc  that  tha 
t^'''  *a  Aaraapocttol  to  a  foonf  lattf— ona  or  tha  Miss 
t«-M-y  fgg^^ .  Ij^  o.  1);  bat  tha  allusion  to  har  was 
•n  •tgH,  wrf  immj  Mm  ssBirtftd.  Goldsmith  was  obllfad 
k  ;nw|«Mte  Iho  aaaaaU  ^  pagrioff  Ml.  to  a  Welsh  chaiit/. 
-'•«ta. 

'  *  >wi>mdi  sA»  of  OI4han*s  on  Bon  Jonson,  hagtaia 
hti  *  GuAT  raov  t "  wlifch  parha^  his  namcsaka  ramem. 
•  M4M«B.    Mr.  Malooa's  note  Is  atoord.   Johnson, 


"  Vf  IhWim  i»eti  I  irf  to  ma,  clearly  meant  Dalrympte's 
^^^f.-m  aTtha  narttof  of  Lord  and  Lady  Rossell : .  -  «r 
1^  •  flk»  Imt  Ht  anSto  Mk,  toa  a*e  frvolrr.*  ~  Caoan, 


not  solely  reasonable.  They  have  fancies  which 
may  be  pleased,  passions  which  may  be  roused. 

Lord  Chesterfield  beins  mentioned,  Johnson 
remarked,  that  almost  m  of  that  celebrated 
nobleman*s  witty  saying  were  puns.  He,  how- 
ever, allowed  Uie  merit  of  good  wit  to  his 
lordship's  sayinff  of  Lord  Tyrawley  *  and  him- 
self, wnen  both  very  old  and  infirm:  ^^ Ty- 
rawley and  I  have  been  dead  these  two  years ; 
but  we  don*t  choose  to  haye  it  known.** 

He  talked  with  approbation  of  an  intended 
edition  of  '^The  Sptttator"  with  notes;  two 
volumes  of  which  had  been  prepared  by  a 
gentleman  eminent  in  the  literary  world  \  and 
the  materials  which  he  had  collected  for  the 
renuunder  had  been  transferred  to  another 
hand.  He  observed,  that  all  works  which 
describe  manners,  require  notes  in  sixty  or 
seventy  jears,  or  less ;  and  told  us,  he  had 
communicated  all  he  knew  that  could  throw 
n^t  upon  "^  The  Spectator.**  He  said, ''  Ad- 
djson  had  made  his  Sir  Andrew  Freeport  a 
true  Whig,  arguing  against  giving  chanty  to 
beggars,  and  throwing  out  other  such  ungra- 
cious sentiments;  but  that  he  had  thought 
better,  and  made  amends  by  making  him  found 
an  hospital  for  decayed  farmers.**  He  called 
for  the  volume  of  ^  The  Spectator**  in  which 
that  account  is  contained,  and  read  it  aloud  to 
us.  He  read  so  well,  that  every  thing  ac- 
quired additional  weight  and  grace  from  his 
utterance. 

The  conversation  having  turned  on  modem 
imitations  of  ancient  baluds,  and  some  one 
having  praised  their  simplicity,  he  treated  them 
with  that  ridicule  which  he  always  displayed 
when  that  subject  was  mentioned.* 

He  disapproved  of  introducing  scripture 
phrases  into  secular  discourse.  This  seemed  to 
me  a  question  of  some  difficulty.  A  scripture 
expression  may  be  used,  like  a  highly  classical 
phrase,  to  produce  an  instantaneous  strong  im- 
pression; and  it  may  be  done  without  being  at 
all  improper.  Yet  I  own  there  is  daneer,  that 
applying  the  language  of  our  sacred  oook  to 
ordinary  subjects  may  tend  to  lessen  our  re- 
verence for  it.  If  therefore  it  be  introduced 
at  all,  it  should  be  with  very  great  caution. 

On  Thursday,  April  8.,  I  sat  a  good  pan  of 
the  evening  with  him,  but  he  was  very  silent. 


*  Johnson  might  haro  hotter  replied,  that  Demosthenes 
oairor  used  thia  term  In  oor  sense,  bare  allodad  to,  of  theatri- 
cal ffrtWre  — bo  probably  meont  energy.  Somewhat  like 
Dantoo*s  reqolslte  fbr  a  rerolutlonary  leeder,  **  de  I'acdace, 
encore  de  raudaco,  toiUours  de  raodaoe."  ^  CnoRaa. 

*  Jamas  O'Hara.  Lord  Tyrawley,  a  general  oOleer,  was 
bom  to  ISBO,  and  lUed  Jnty  18.  I77S.  His  name,  I  iiear,  was 
meant  to  All  a  blank  to  Popa's  satire.. 


•  or  lewd  T- 


^9  crew  J*  ^  CaoKiB. 


*  Mr.  Chahnars  (who,  himself,  has  perfbrmcd  thii  task) 

itlemen  was  Dr.  Percf , 


taforms  me,  that  the  Srst  of  these  gent 

and  ttia  second  Dr.  John  Gaidar,  of  whom  soma  account  will 

be  found,  Gent.  Mag*  *oL  Ixxxv.  p^  flS«_  CaoKn. 

•  BoswelL  good-naturedly  reluctant  to  publish  Johnson's 
fVe^oent  ridicule  on  Bishop  Percy  (who  was  still  allre).  here 
suppiaised  details,  which  howofar  may  be  fuOcieatly  guessed 
at  from  what  we  shall  see  subsaqnan^,  ooal,  March  fl.  IHC 
amd  April,  ins.  •.CMasi, 
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He  said,  «Bitniet*s  'Watorj  of  his  own  Times* 
is  yery  eotertaining.  Tlie  style,  indeed,  is 
mere  chit*duit.  I  do  not  belieye  tliat  Burnet 
intentionally  lied;  but  he  was  so  madi  pre* 
jadiced,  that  he  took  no  pains  to  find  oat  the 
tmth.  He  was  like  a  man  who  resolves  to 
reenlale  his  time  by  »  oertam  wateh;  but 
wdi  not  inquire  whether  the  watxJi  is  right 
or  not. 

Though  he  was  not  (tisposed  In  taHc,  he  was 
unwilling  that  I  should  lonre  him ;  and  when  I 
looked  at  my  watch,  and  told  him  it  was  twelve 
o'clock,  he  cried,  **Whatrs  that  to  you  and meP" 
and  ordered  Frank  to  tell  Mrs.  \Villiams  that 
we  were  coming  to  drink  tea  with  her,  whidi 
we  did.  It  was  settled  that  we  ahonld  go  to 
church  together  next  day. 

On  the  9th  of  April,  being  Good  Friday,  I 
breakfasted  with  him  on  tea  and  cross-bans ; 
Dodor  Levett,  as  Fx$mk  called  him,  making 
the  tea.  He  carried  me  with  him  to  the  diur^ 
of  St.  Clement  Danes,  where  he  had  his  seat; 
and  his  behavioar  was,  aa  I  had  imaged  to 
*,  solemnly  devout.    I  never  shall  foiget 


dm  tremulous  eamestnem  with  which  he  pro- 
noonoed  the  awiul  petition  in  the  Litany :  ^In 
tiie  hour  of  death,  and  at  the  day  of  judgment, 
good  Lord  deliver  us.** 

Wewent  to  church  both  in  the  morning  and 
eveninff.  Li  the  interval  betweeni  he  two  servUses 
we  did  not  dine;  but  he  read  in  the  Gretk 
New  Testament,  and  I  turned  over  several  of 
his  books. 

Li  Archbishop  LaEQd*s  Diary,  I  found  the 
following  passage,  which  I  read  to  Dr.  John- 


«« 1688.  Febtuary  1..  Suodav.  I  stood  by  the 
most  illuitrioas  PriBOS  Cbarlet',  at  dinner.  He 
was  then  very  merry,  and  talked  oceanonaUy  of 
many  thiogt  with  bis  eitendenli.  Among  other 
things,  he  said,  that  if  be  were  necessitated  to  take 
any  particular  proTcssioa  of  life,  he  eoald  not  be  a 
lawyer,  adding  his  reasons :  *  I  cannot,*  saith  he, 
*  defend  a  bad,  nor  yield  in  a  good  oanae.* " 

JoHKsoir.  *^8ir,  this  is  false  reasoning; 
because  every  cause  has  a  bad  side:  and  a 
lawyer  is  not  overcome,  though  the  cause  which 
he  has  endeavoured  to  support  be  determined 
against  him.** 

I  told  him  that  Goldsmith  had  said  to  me  a 
few  days  before,  **As  I  take  my  shoes  firom 
the  shoemaker,  and  my  coat  from  the  tailor,  so 
I  take  my  rdagion  from  the  priest.'*  I  regretted 
this  loose  way  of  talking.  Jomnoa.  ^  Sir,  he 
knows  nothing;  he  has  made  up  his  mind 
about  nothing. 

To  my  great  surprise  he  asked  me  to  dine 


>  AUsfsidt  CInriM  L<— 

•  Bonrcll  doM  act  mm  vb«thw  tlM»  |iie  ImI  tbc  mtraordl- 
ddttloa  or  **  ploroi  and  wgv.*'  which  If ra.  Piotaf  t«Ut 

I  ««r»  tafradlsot*  In  Dr.  Jsliaioa*t  v«al  piss.— Caoaaa. 

•  Sm  amU,  a.  140. .-  C. 

4  **  Bf  tanerlhtoff  thto  tllgtit  psrlbnasaes  to  ysa,  I  do  not 
CSB  M  aMwh  lo  emofHmmot  you  m  mjaalf.  It  imi j  do  no 
MO  honour  to  Inforai  tho  puMIe,  MmS  t  haso  Ittod  maajr 


with  hmi  on  Easter  Day.    I  never  sappcned  1 
that  he  had  a  dinner  at  his  house ;  for  I  had 
not  then  heard  of  any  one  of  his  frtends  btving 
been  entertained  at  his  table.    He  told  ne, 
1*1  generally  have  a  meat  pie  en  Suodsy: 
it  is  baked  at  a  public  oven,  which  ii  raj  , 
properly  allowed,  becsose  one  man  can  attend  j 
It;    and   thus  ^  advantage  is  obtained  of  ^ 
not   keeping  servants  from  church  ts  dtcM  i 
dinners. 

April  1 1 .,  being  Easter  Sunday,  after  kariac  i 
attended  divine  service  at  8t.  Paul's,  I  repsim  I 
to  Dr.  Johnson'a.   I  had  gratified  my  eurioiitj 
much  in  dining  with  Jnaii  Jaqobs  Roimbad, 
while  he  lived  in  the  wiUs  of  lieufchitel:  1 
had  as  great  a   eorioatty  to   dine  with  Da. 
SAiffunL  JoensoH,  in  the  dnslcy  reoesi  of  s 
court  in  Fleet  Street.    I  supposed  we  akoiild 
scarcely  hav«  knives  and  forsa,  and  only  soas 
strange,  uncouth,  ill-dreat  dish :  but  I  found 
every  thing  in  very  sood  order.    We  ksd  ao 
other  oompany  but  Mrs.  WilKmns  and  a  jmag 
woman  whom  I  did  not  know.     As  a  dinner 
here  was  considered  as  a  singular  phenosBenoo, 
and  as  I  was  fitsquently  interrogated  on  the 
subject,  my  readers  may  perhaps  be  dtnrooi 
to  know  oiur  bill  of  fore.    Foote,  I  remember, 
in  allusion  to  Francis,  the  m^to,  was  willinc  to 
suppose  that  our  r^ast  waa  Moefc  hrodL    But 
the  foct  was,  that  we  had  a  very  good  sou]i.  s 
boiled  leg  of  lamb  and  spinan,  a  veal  pieS 
and  a  rice  pudding.  < 

Of  Dr.  John  Campbell,  the  anther,  he  Mid  j 
'^  He  is  a  very  inquisitive  and  a  very  able  mm.  1 
and  a  man  of  good  rdigioua  nrincyles,  thoof^  ' 
I  am  afraid  he  has  been  dencieat  in  practiA 
Campbell  is  radically  r^t;  andvre  mar  hope 
that  m  time  there  will  m  good  practice.  ' 

He  owned  that  he  thought  Hawkesvcrih 
was  one  of  his  imitators,  but  he  did  not  ikink 
Goldsmith  was.  Goldsmith,  he  aaid,  had  grvit 
merit.  Boswbll.  ^But,  Sir,  he  is  much 
indebted  to  you  for  his  gettuig  so  hirb  is 
the  public  estimation.**  «RuDiaov.  **%Vbr. 
Sir,  ne  has,  perhaps,  got  sooner  to  it  bj  kit 
intimacy  with  me.** 

Goldsmith,  though  hb  vanity  often  escti^ 
him  to  occasional  compelitioii«  had  a  very  ki}>h 
regard  for  Johnson,  which  ho  IhkI  at  this  tinte 
expressed  in  the  strongest  manner  in  the  Vt- 
dication  of  bis  comedy,  entitled,  **  She  Stoi*p» 
to  Conquer.*** 

Johnson  observed,  that  there  were  very  f«v 
books  printed  in  Soothmd  before  the  union. 
He  had  seen  a  complete  collection  of  then  io 
the  possession  of  the  Hon.  Archibald  Camp^  ^ 
a  non-juring  bishop.^  I  wiah  thia  coUcctMC 
had  been  kept  entne.    Mamj  otf*  them  air  m- 


jreon  fn  Inttmae^  wllh  yoo.    It 
■unhlnd  alto  to  lafona  Ihtai,  that  ~th« 

ptotf  .*'  —  BOVWBLL. 

*  Soo  an  aeroenc  of  tbte 
man.  and  of  hi*  ourioiw  voit  oa  thm  ** 
Oct.S5. 1773— Bosw 


««i  »*»«  '* 
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the  libiwy  of  Ae  Faculty  of  AdTOcatet  at 
£dinbiii|;fa.  I  told  Dr.Jolmaoii  that  I  bad 
some  intentioD  to  write  the  life  of  the  learned 
tad  worthy  Thomas  Knddimaa.  He  said,  **  I 
shoald  taae  pleasure  in  helping  joa  to  do 
honour  to  him.  But  his  farewell  letter  to 
tiie  Ficolty  of  AdvoG^cs,  when  he  resiffned 
the  ofliee  m  their  fibrarian,  should  hare  been 
ia  Latin.** 

I  pat  a  question  to  him  upon  a  fact  in  oom« 
mon  lifei  wnidi  he  ooold  not  answer,  nor  have 
I  found  anj  one  dae  who  could.  What  is  the 
iSMoo  that  women  senrants,  llKragh  obl^i|ed  to 
be  at  the  expense  of  purchasing  their  own 
dotfaM,  hare  mndi  lower  wages^  than  men 
aemmtSi  to  whom  a  great  pro|Mrtaoa  of  that 
article  is  furnished,  and  when  in  fbct  our 
femsle  house-senrants  work  mnch  harder  than 
themaleP* 

He  told  me  that  he  had  twelre  or  fourteen 
tanei  attempted  to  keep  a  journal  of  his  life, 
bat  nerer  could  perseTcre.  He  advised  me  to 
doit  **  The  great  thing  to  be  reooided,**  said 
he,  **is  the  state  of  your  own  mind ;  and  you 
ihoald  write  down  every  thing  that  you  re> 
member,  ftnr  yon  cannot  judge  at  fixvt  what  is 
^oodorbad;  and  write  immediately  while  the 
impreauon  is  fresh,  for  it  wHl  not  be  the  same 
a  week  afterwards.*' 

I  sgain  solicited  him  to  communicate  to  me 
the  particniara  of  his  early  life.  He  said. 
Too  flhafl  hawe  them  all  for  twopence.  I  hope 
70a  diali  know  a  great  deal  more  of  me  b^ore 
joa  write  my  Life.**  He  mentioned  to  me  this 
dsy  many  circumstances,  whidi  I  wrote  down 
when  I  went  home,  and  hare  interwoven  in  the 
former  part  of  this  narratiTe.* 

Oo  Tuesday,  Ainil  18.,  he  and  Dr.Gold- 
anith  and  I  dinea  at  General  Oglethorpe**. 
Goldsmith  expatiated  on  the  common  topic, 
that  the  race  of  our  people  was  degenerated, 
tod  that  this  was  owing  to  luxury.  Jomrsoir. 
"Sir,  in  the  first  place,  I  doubt  the  fact.'  I 
bdiere  there  are  as  many  tall  men  in  England 
DOW,  as  erer  tiiere  were:  But,  secondly,  8U]>- 
poeixis  the  stature  of  our  people  to  be  dimi- 
niihea,  that  ia  not  owing  to  luxury ;  for,  Sir, 


*  TlMraii  agmtir  vwtetjr  ofwiployniMit  for  am.  than  for 
woacii:  tlwwfore  the  denaod  ralwt  tba  prioo.  —  Kbabnbt. 
And  tbcro  b  moro  cpeeUliy,  and  wnmnXfy  freater  diflculty 
mA  rapomlblliij,  to  tba  dadas  of  tiM  awo.  — Caoan. 

*  Tka  fblknriaf  U  hit  owa  miauta  but  not  nolmorMtiag 
liiWNiiidnm  oTmto  dajr: » 

**Aff1lll.I779L    1  had  Mora  dlgtm»«ca  totfaaateht  thaa 

iry  Ibr  sona  wcaki  |iast.    I  rosa  barore  nina 

aod  prayad  and  drank  tra.    I  caaa,  1  UHak, 

to  Iba  tafiaalos  of  Uie  po^an.    I  did  not  dit* 


tlMdv  bav  tba  Pfealau,  uii  Ibirad  that  I  had  bean  reading 
the  neha»  tar  Good  Fridaj.  I  went  throogh  tba  Litaay, 
riker  a  ihort  distarliaaee,  with  tolarabia  attention. 
"  After  lannoo,  I  peniaed  mj  prajar  in  the  pew,  than  went 
the  altar,  and  being  bitrodoeed  Into  eaotbar  paw,  need 
Eiio,  and  reaommcodcd  my  relation!,  with 
[Miae]  Boothbr,  than  mj  wUb  agaia  to  berMlf. 
rar  the  altar,  and  read  tba  ooUacif  choaaa 
1  pr^ad  for  Sakitbarj,  [Mn.  Thrala's 
langnablMt  with  aa  Ulnaaa  of  whicb  fba  toon 
lBh,  the  'Aralae.  I  than  oommnaioatad  with 
tha  eoOaot  far  Saater  Oaf,  and  returning  to 


■y.P**!*' 


«i<]«d.l 


the  int  pew.prqnad  aqr  pragar  tba  third  tbne.  loamahoBe 
•pfai;  and  my  prefer  aDd  Iha  Eaatar  Collect.    Then  went 


consider  to  how  very  small  a  pnmortion  of  our 
people  luxury  can  reach.  Our  soldiery,  surely, 
are  not  luxurious,  who  live  on  sixpence  a  day ; 
and  the  same  remaric  will  apply  to  almost  all 
the  other  classes.  Luxury,  so  Ihr  as  it  reaches 
the  poor,  will  do  good  to  the  race  of  people ; 
it  will  atrengthen  and  multiply  them.  Sir,  no 
nation  was  ever  hurt  by  luxury ;  for,  ss  I  said 
before,  it  can  reach  but  to  a  \ery  few.  I 
admit  that  the  creat  increaae  of  commerce  and 
manufacturea  hnrta  the  military  spirit  of  a 
people ;  because  it  produces  a  competition  for 
something  else  than  martial  honours,  —  a  com- 
petton  for  richea.  It  also  hurts  the  bodies  of 
the  people ;  for  you  will  obserre,  there  is  no 
man  who  wosfca  at  any  particular  trade,  but 
you  may  know  him  from  his  appeanmce  to  do 
so.    One  nart  or  the  other  of  Lis  body  beii^ 


than  the  rest,  he  is  some  degree 
deibnned:  but,  Sir,  that  is  not  luxury.  A 
tailor  sits  cross-lmed ;  but  that  ia  not  luxury." 
GaLDsmTB.  ^  OSaaej  you*re  just  going  to  the 
same  place  by  another  road.**  Johhsov. 
^Nay,  Sir,  I  aay  that  is  notlitMfy.  Let  us 
take  a  walk  from  Charing  Gross  to  White- 
chapd,  ^taaaA,  I  suppose,  the  createst  series 
of  shops  in  toe  world;  what  is  there  in  any  of 
theae  shops  (if  you  except  gin-diops)  that  can 
do  any  human  being  any  hum  ?**  Goummith. 
'« WeU,  Sir,  TU  accept  your  challenffe.  The 
very  next  shop  to  Northumberland  House  is  a 
pickle-shop.*'  Johhson.  ^^  Well,  Sir ;  do  we 
not  know  that  a  maid  can  in  one  afternoon 
make  pickles  sufficient  to  serve  a  whole  family 
for  a  year?  nay,  that  five  pickle*aliops  can 
serve  ml  the  kingdom  f  Besides,  Sir,  tnere  is 
no  harm  done  to  any  body  by  the  making  of 
pickles,  or  the  eatinff  of  pickles." 

We  drank  tea  with  tae  ladies;  and  Gold- 
smith sang  Tony  Lumpkin*s  song  in  his 
oomedy,  **  She  Stoops  to  Conquer,"  and  a  very 
pretty  one,  to  an  Irish  tune,  which  he  had 
designed  ibr  Miss  Hardcastle;  but  as  Mrs. 
Bulkeley,  who  played  the  part,  could  not  sing, 
it  was  left  out.  He  afterwards  wrote  it  down 
for  me,  by  which  means  it  was  preserved,  and 
now  appears  amongst  his  poems.^  Dr.  JohnsoPt 


faito  the  study  to  Boiwell,  and  read  the  Greek  Teatament. 
Then  dined,  and  whrn  Botwell  went  awar,  ended  the  Ibnr 
firat  cbaplare  of  8t.  Uattbaw.  and  the  Beatitudes  of  the  Sfth. 
I  then  went  to  Kremtaif  Prayers,  and  was  onqioaad.  I 
Mtra  tha  pew.keepers  earn  Sto  shillings  and  three*  pence.**— 
Prmgen  mmd  UfiMnttam,  Quarter  guineas  of  6s.  Sd.  ware 
at  that  tine  In  circulation.  ~  CaoKaa. 

^  There  seems  no  reaaon  wbateTer  to  belicre  tfaeftet:  old 
eoHna  and  old  araiaur  do  not  designate  a  taller  raoa  of  man. 
Bope  telle  ua  that  CoUqr  GMier  obtrfnad  King  Bdward's 
amour  fVom  the  Tower,  and  wore  It  in  a  theatrical  prooea- 
sion ;  and  I  have  never  seen  any  ancient  annoor  of  aatraar* 
dlnary  sise.  The  doors,  windows,  and  ceilings  of  old  houses 
are  not  loftier  than  thoae  of  nodam  days.    Otter  animals. 


too,  cannot  hara  degenerated  la  sisa  by  tna  JKcwry  o^ 
and  th^  seam,  br  aU  eTidence,  to  bare  borne  In  old  times 
the  same  propartioo  to  the  human  ligure  that  they  now  bear. 
—  CaoKia. 

*  The  humours  of  BaIlamagiJr7.— Boswell.  This  air, 
which  Is  essentially  low  comic,  would  have  been  very  ill 
suited  to  the  character  of  Miu  Mar^catUt,  even  aa  the  CMam- 
bermaid.  It  was  long  after  more  appropriately  employed  by 
Ckilmao  for  Loonem  MaetmUer  In  his  farce  of  "  The 
Wags  of  Wfaidsor.*^   Mr.  Moot*  baa  akiea  triad  to  bring  it 
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in  his  waj  home,  stopj)ed  at  mj  lodgings  in 
Rccadilly,  and  sat  vriih  me,  drinking  tea  a 
second  time,  till  a  late  hour. 

I  told  him  that  Mrs.  Macaulay  said,  she 
wondered  how  he  could  reconcile  hb  political 
principles  with  his  moral :  his  notions  of  in- 
equality and  subordination  with  wishing  well 
to  the  happiness  of  all  mankind,  who  might 
live  so  agreeably,  had  they  all  their  portions 
of  land,  and  none  to  domineer  over  another. 
Johnson.  "Why,  Sir,  I  reconcile  my  prin- 
ciples very  well,  because  mankind  are  happier 
in  a  state  of  inequality  and  subordination. 
Were  thev  to  be  in  tnis  pretty  state  of  equality, 
they  would  soon  degenerate  into  brutes ;  they 
would  b^ome  Monboddo^s  nation ;  their  tails 
would  grow.  Sir,  all  would  be  losers,  were 
all  to  work  for  all :  they  would  have  no  intel- 
lectual improvement.  All  intellectual  improve- 
ment arises  from  leisure;  all  leisure  arises  from 
one  working  for  another.** 

Talking  of  the  family  of  Stuart,  he  said, 
"  It  shouM  seem  that  the  family  at  present  on 
the  throne  has  now  established  as  good  a  right 
as  the  former  family,  by  the  long  consent  of 
the  people;  and  that  to  disturb  this  right  might 
be  considered  as  culpable.  At  the  same  tune 
I  own,  that  it  is  a  very  difficult  question,  when 
considered  with  respect  to  the  house  of  Stuart. 
To  oblige  people  to  take  oaths  as  to  the  dis- 
puted right,  is  wrong.  I  know  not  whether  I 
could  tdte  them ;  but  I  do  not  blame  those 
who  do.**  So  conscientious  and  so  delicate  was 
he  upon  this  subject,  which  has  occasioned  so 
much  clamour  against  him. 

Talking  of  law  cases,  he  said,  "  The  English 
reports,  m  seneral,  are  very  poor;  only  the 
half  of  what  nas  been  said  is  taken  down ;  and 
of  that  half,  much  is  mistaken.  Whereas,  in 
Scotland,  the  arguments  on  each  side  are  deli- 
berately put  in  writing,  to  be  considered  by 
the  court.  I  think  a  collection  of  your  cases 
upon  subjects  of  importance,  with  the  opi- 
nions of  the  Judges  upon  them,  would  be 
valuable.** 

On  Hiursday,  April  15.,  I  dined  with  him 
and  Dr.  Goldsmith  at  General  Paoli*s.  We 
found  here  Si^or  Martinelli*  of  Florence, 
author  of  a  History  of  Enghmd  in  Italian, 
printed  at  London. 

I  spoke  of  Allan  Ramsay*s  "  Gentle  Shep- 
herd, in  the  Scottish  dialect,  as  the  best  pastoral 
that  had  ever  been  written ;  not  only  abound- 
ing with  beautiful  rural  imagery,  and  just  and 
pleasing  sentiments,  but  being  a  real  picture  of 
manners ;  and  I  offered  to  teach  Dr.  Johnson 
to  understand  it.     "No,  Sir,**  said  he,    "I 


into  good  eompaaf ,  in  the  ninth  number  of  hli  Irish  Melo- 
dlet.  The  wordf .  too.  which  Mr.  Boi well  preeenred,  might 
have  been  lost  without  enj  injury  to  Goldimith's  (kme. 

"  Ah,  me  I  when  thiiU  I  merrr  me ; 

LoT«r*  ar«  pimt, ,  but  fail  to  fvllere  me  j 
He^fond  jouth.  that  oouM  carry  me, 
OAre  to  lore,  hot  meaM  to  deedre  me."  Ac^Caosn. 


won*t  leant  it.    You  shall  retain  your  sape- 
riority  bv  my  not  knowing  it.'* 

This  brought  on  a  question  whether  one 
man  is  lessened  by  another^s  acquiring  an 
equal  degree  of  knowledge  with  him.  tJohn* 
son  asserted  the  affirmative.  I  maintftined 
that  the  position  might  be  true  in  those  kinds 
of  knowledge  which  produce  wisdom,  power, 
and  force,  so  as  to  enable  one  man  to  have  the 
^vemment  of  others ;  but  that  a  man  is  not 
m  any  degree  lessened  by  others  knowbg  as 
well  as  he  what  ends  in  mere  pleasure:— 
^^  eating  fine  fruits,  drinking  delicious  wines, 
reading  exquisite  poetry.'* 

The  General  observed,  that  Martinelli  was  a 
Whig.  Johnson.  **I  am  sorry  for  it.  It  shows 
the  spirit  of  the  times :  he  is  obliged  to  tem- 
porise.** BoswBLL.  ^'  I  rather  think,  Sir,  that 
Toryism  prevails  in  this  reiffn.*'  Johnson.  ^  I 
know  not  why  you  should  wink  so.  Sir.  Yon 
see  your  friend  Lord  Lyttelton,  a  nobleman,  Is 
obliged  in  his  History  ^f  Henry  IL)  to  write 
the  most  vulgar  Whiggism.** 

An  animiSed  debate  took  place  whether 
Mardnelli  should  continue  his  History  of  Eng- 
land to  the  present  day.  Goui6mith.  **  To  be 
sure  he  should.*'  Johnson.  **No,  Sir;  he 
would  give  great  ofienoe.  He  would  have  to 
tell  of  almost  all  the  living  great  what  they  do 
not  wish  told.**  Goummith.  *'  It  may,  perhaps, 
be  necessary  for  a  native  to  be  more  cautious ; 
but  a  foreigner  who  comes  among  us  without 
prejudice,  may  be  considered  as  holding  the 
place  of  a  judge,  and  may  speak  his  mind 
mely."  Johnson.  ^  Sir,  a  foreigner,  when  he 
sends  a  work  from  the  press,  ought  to  be  on  his 
guard  against  catching  the  error  and  mistaken 
enthusiasm  of  the  people  among  whom  he 
happens  to  be.**  Gou>8Mith.  *'  Sir,  he  wants 
only  to  sell  his  history,  and  to  teU  truth ;  one 
an  honest,  •  the  other  a  laudable  rootiyc.'* 
Johnson.  **  Sir,  they  are  bot^  laudable  mo- 
tives. It  is  laudable  in  a  man  to  wish  to  live 
by  his  labours ;  but  he  should  write  so  as  he 
may  live  by  them,  not  so  as  he  may  be  knocked 
on  the  head.  I  would  advise  him  to  be  at 
Calais  before  he  publishes  his  history  of  the 
present  a^.  A  foreigner  who  attaches  himself 
to  a  political  party  in  this  country,  is  in  the 
worst  state  that  can  be  imagined :  he  is  looked 
upon  as  a  mere  intcrmeddler.  A  native  may 
do  it  from  interest."  Bobwbu..  *'Orprin« 
ciple.**  GoLDSMrrR.  ^  There  are  people  who 
tell  a  hundred  political  lies  every  day,  and  are 
not  hurt  by  it.  Surely,  then,  one  may  tell 
truth  with  safety.**  Johnson.  '^  Why,  Sir,  in 
the  first  place,  he  who  tells  a  hundred  lies  has 


1  Vlnensio  Mnilnelli  initracted  mamy  of  oar  nobility  ia 
hlf  native  Idiom.  Hit  Hiitory  of  Knglmid,  in  two  qairto 
Totomet,  is  a  mere  compilation  from  NaplD.  As  octaf* 
▼oinroe  of  bit  **  Lcttere  FemiUere'*  I*  ratber  amwing,  far 
the  complacencT  of  the  writer  retpeetint  hie  < 
and  the  narranvei  of  bit  trialte  to  Taiioiie 
namefl  fpangle  bit  pages.  —  Cnoiunu 
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diaanned  the  fbree  of  his  lies.  But,  beddes ;  a 
zujm  had  rather  have  a  hundred  lies  told  of  him, 
than  one  truth  which  he  does  not  wish  should 
be  told."*  Goldsmith.  *'For  my  part,  Td  tell 
trath,  and  shame  the  devil."  Johmsoh.  **  Yes, 
Sir;  but  the  devil  will  be  angry.  I  wish  to 
shame  the  devil  as  much  as  you  do^  but  I 
should  choose  to  be  out  of  the  reach  of  his 
dawa.  **  Goldsmith.  **  His  claws  can  do  you 
so  harm,  when  you  have  the  shield  of  trutb." 

It  having  been  observed  that  there  was  little 
hospitality  m  London  :  Johnsor.  *^Nay,  Sir* 
aoj  man  who  has  a  name,  or  who  has  the 
power  of  pleasing,  will  be  very  generally 
inTited  in  London.  The  man  Sterne,  I  have 
been  told,  has  had  engi^ments  for  three 
months.*'  Goldsmith.  ^And  a  very  dull 
fellow."    JoHHSOH.    "  Why,  no,  Sir."  ' 

Martinelli  told  us,  that  for  several  years  he 
lived  much  with  Charies  Townshend',  and 
that  he  ventured  to  tell  him  he  was  a  bad 
joker.  JoHNfloir.  **Why,  Sir,  thus  much  I 
can  Riy  upon  the  subject.  One  day  he  and  a 
few  more  agreed  to  go  and  dine  in  the  country, 
aod  each  of  them  was  to  brins  a  friend  in  his 
carriage  with  bim.  Charles  ^wnshend  asked 
Fiuborbert  to  go  with  him,  but  told  him,  ^  You 
most  find  8om^)ody  to  brinj^  you  back ;  I  can 
only  carry  yoa  there.**  Fitzherbert  did  not 
much  lilce  this  arrangement.  He  however 
consented,  observing  sarcasticallv,  '  It  will  do 
lerj  well ;  for  then  the  same  jokes  will  serve 
joa  in  returning  as  in  going.*** 

An  eminent  public  character  ^  being  men- 
tioned: JoHXsoN.  '^I  remember  being  present 
vhen  he  showed  himself  to  be  so  corrupted,  or 
it  least  something  so  different  from  what  I 
think  rig^t,  as  to  maintain,  that  a  member  of 
parliament  should  go  alon^  with  his  party,  right 
or  wrong.  Now,  Sir,  this  is  so  remote  from 
native  virtue,  fitmi  scholastic  virtue,  that  a 
good  man  must  have  undergone  a  great  change 
before  he  can  reconcile  himself  to  such  a  doc- 
trine. It  is  maintainiuff  that  you  may  lie  to 
the  public ;  for  yon  lie  when  you  call  that  right 
wfaidt  you  thixiK  wrong,  or  the  reverse.  A 
friend  of  ours,  who  is  too  much  an  echo  of 
that  gentleman,  observed,  that  a  man  who  does 


*  Sterm,  M  maj  1m  tappOMd,  wm  do  great  Ikvoorite  with 
Dr.  JoluMm ;  mntk  a  ladf  ones  ▼vnCurad  to  uk  blm  how 
■«  Vkied  Yorick's  fennoot:  **  I  know  nothint  abont  them, 
lUUm,**  was  hfa  replj.  But  eonie  Ume  afterwards,  forget- 
ttat  hiauelf.  be  aererelj  eenrared  then,  and  the  ladjr  very 
Hvy  retorted.  *'  1  imdentood  you  to  say.  Sir,  that  you  bad 
Bner  read  then/*  **  No.  madam,  1  did  read  them,  but  U  was 
hi  a  stafe-oMch.  1  abcmld  never  have  deigned  even  to  look 
attben  had  Ibeen  of  lerirr.'*  —  CVMfdNsfc'a  Mem.  p.  SOS.— 
CioKn. 

'  The  Right  Hon.  Charles  Townshend,  brother  of  the 
fint  Marqnis  TownsbcDd,  whose  great  but  eccentric  talents 
bsT«been  soeelcl>ratedby  Horace  walpole  and  fanmoitaHaed 
Of  Borke.    He  dl«d  Sep.  4. 1 767.  —  Cbokei. 

'  "This  Is  an  Instance,'* as  Sir  James  MacUntoeh  observed 
to 

hu 


**  which  pnyves  that  the  task  of  elucidating  Boewell 
*  •*—  .—-«— ♦-V—  loo  soon.**    Sir  James,  Lord 


Wettesley,  Mr.  Cbelners.  and  I  doubted,  at  flrst,  whether 
the •* ewimemt  pmkttg  ttmrmOtr**  was  not  Mr.  Fox,  aod  the 
(rkttd  of  Johnson's,  **  too  BMKh  the  «dlo  '*  of  the  former, 
Mr.  Barke ;  bat  we  finally  ngreed  that  Mr.  Borke  and  Sir 
J«>hQa  Bcjnoids  were  meant ;  the  deslgoaiion  of  tmimenl 


not  slick  unifonnlv  to  a  party,  is  only  waiting 
to  be  bought  Whv  then,  said  I,  he  is  onlv 
waiting  to  be  what  tnat  gentleman  is  already. 
We  talked  of  the  king*s  coming  to  see  Gold- 
smith's new  play  [She  Stoops  to  Conquer.]— 
'*!  wish  he  would,**  said  Goldsmith:  adding, 
however,  with'  an  affected  indifference,  **  Not 
that  it  would  do  me  the  least  good.**  JonKsoM. 
^  Well,  then.  Sir,  let  us  say  it  would  do  him 
good  (laughing).  No,  Sir,  this  affectation  will 
not  pass; — it  is  mighty  idle.  In  such  a  state 
as  ours,  who  would  not  wish  to  please  the  chief 
magistrate?**  Goldsmith.  ^^1  do  wish  to 
please  hinu    I  remember  a  line  in  Dry  den,— 

*  And  every  poet  is  the  monarch's  friend.' 

It  ought  to  be  reversed.**  Johnson.  ^*  Nay, 
there  are  finer  lines  in  Dryden  on  this  subject : — 

*  For  colleges  on  bounteous  Kings  depend, 
And  never  rebel  was  to  arts  a  friend.  *" 

General  Fdoli  observed,  that  successful  re- 
bels might.  Mabtinelli.  *'  Happv  rebellions.** 
GrOLDSMiTH.  ^*  We  have  no  such  phrase.**  Ge- 
KBRAL  Paou.  ^  But  hsvc  you  not  the  thing  f** 
GoLDSBQTH.  *^  Ycs;  all  our  happtf  revolutions. 
Thejr  have  hurt  our  constitution,  and  will  hurt 
it,  till  we  mend  it  by  another  happt  xevolu- 
TiOB.** — I  never  before  discovered  that  my 
friend  Goldsmith  had  so  much  of  the  old  preju- 
dice in  him. 

General  Paoli,  talking  of  Gold8mith*8  new 
play,  said,  ^H  a  fail  un  compliment  tris-gra-' 
cieux  d  vne  certaine  grande  dame;**  meaning  a 
duchess  of  the  first  rank.^ 

I  expressed  a  doubt  whether  Goldsmith 
intended  it,  in  order  that  I  might  hear  the 
truth  from  himself.  It,  perhaps,  was  not  quite 
fjur  to  endeavour  to  bring  him  to  a  confession, 
as  he  might  not  wish  to  avow  jpositivelv  his 
taking  part  J^'iB^t  the  Court.  He  smiled  and 
hesitated.  The  Grenerol  at  once  relieved  him, 
by  this  beautiful  image :  **  Monsieur  Cfoldemith 
est  oomme  la  mer^  qui  jette  des  perles  et  heau' 
coup  d'autres  beiles  choset^  sans  s*en  ajmer^evoir** 
Goldsmith.  ^TVesJnendit^ettres&gamment** 

A  person  was  mentioned,  who  it  was  said 
could  take  down  in  short-hand  the  speeches  in 


pmkUt  ekmraeier  was.  hi  177S,  more  appropriate  to  Burke 
than  to  Fox.  Mr.  Fox,  too,  had  lately  changed  his  party, 
while  Burke  always  maintained  {tee post,  IMh  August,  i778}, 
and  was,  indeed,  the  first  who,  in  bis  **  Thouglits  on  the 
Presrat  Discontents,**  openly  avowed  and  advocated  the 
principle  of  Inviolable  adherence  to  political  connections, 
''putting,*'  as  Mr.  Prior  says,  **to  silence  the  hitherto  com* 
mon  reproach  applied  to  most  putdic  characters  of  being 

Crtf'Vatn.**  —  i^eofBurke^  vol.  i.  p.  33:1.    This  supposition 
Ing  correct,  Uie  oUur  was  no  doubt  Sir  Josua  Beyoolds* 
—  CaoKia. 

*  The  lady  was  Anne  Luttrell,  sister  of  Lord  Carhamnton, 
widow  of  Mr  Horton,  whose  marriage  with  the  Duke  of  Cum- 
berland had  recently  made  a  groat  noise,  and  «'as  marked  with 
the  severe  disapprobatiun  of  the  king.  The  "  compliment  '* 
no  doubt  was  Hastings*  speech  to  Miss  Neville,  in  the  second 
act,  when  he  proposes  to  her  to  flv  *'  to  France,  where,  even 
among  slaves,  the  law*  </  marriaqe  are  rftpceted.**  The 
audience  the  first  night  applied  this  to  the  Duke  of  Cumber- 
land,  who  happened  to  he  present,  with  a  burst  of  applause : 
but  this,  though  it  could  not  have  pleased  the  king,  did  not 
prevent  his  ordering  the  play  on  Its  tenth  night.— CaoKsa. 
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pnliimeni  with  pcrfeet  ma finpM  J< 
**  Sir,  it  IB  impoMible.  I  remember  one  Aogel, 
who  caa«  to  me  to  write  for  him  a  preface  or 
dedication  to  a  book  upon  ehort-hand,  and  he 
nrofened  to  write  as  hat  as  a  man  could  speak, 
u  order  to  try  him,  I  took  down  a  book,  and 
read  while  he  wrote ;  and  I  favoiired  him,  lor 
I  read  more  ddiberatdj  than  oniaL  I  had 
nrooeeded  b«t  a  rerj  little  war,  when  he 
Degeed  I  woold  desist,  for  he  conld  not  f<rflow 
me.  Hearing  now  for  the  first  time  of  this 
preface  or  dedication,  I  Mid,  **What  an  ex* 
pense.  Sir,  do  jon  pnt  ns  to  in  bujing  books, 
to  whidi  joa  lure  written  prefaces  or  dedica- 
tions.*** JoBXSOX.  **Whj,  I  hare  dedicated 
to  the  rojal  famO j  all  roand ;  that  is  to  saj,  to 
the  last  generation  of  the  rojalfamil  J.**  GoLn* 
tmn.  ''And  perhi^  Su-,  not  one  sentence 
ofwit  in  a  whole  dedication.**  Johksok.  ''Per- 
haps not,  Sir.**  Boswbix.  "What  then  is  the 
reason  for  ajypljing  to  a  particular  person  to 
do  that  whicn  anj  one  maj  do  as  well?** 
JofluvsoH.  **Whj,  Sir,  one  man  has  greater 
readinees  at  doinv  it  than  another.** 

''I  spoke  of  Mr.  Harris*,  of  Salisburj,  ts 
bang  a  Terj  learned  man,  and  in  particular 
an  eminent  Grecian.  Johrson.  "1  am  not 
sure  of  that.  His  friends  giro  him  out  as 
such,  but  I  know  not  who  of  hb  friends  are 
able  to  jndffe  of  it."  GouMinTH.  '^He  is 
what  is  mucti  hotter :  he  is  a  worthj  humane 
man.**  Johhsoh.  "  Naj,  Sir,  that  is  not  to  the 
purpose  of  our  argument :  that  will  as  much 
prove  that  ho  can  plaj  upon  the  fiddle  as  well 
as  Giardini,  as  that  he  is  an  eminent  Grecian.** 
GouMMiTH.  "  The  greatest  musical  performers 
hare  but  small  emoluments.  Giardini,  I  am 
told,  does  notget  above  seren  hundred  a  year.** 
Johhsoh.  "Tnat  b  indeed  but  little  for  a  man 
to  get,  who  does  best  that  which  so  manj  en- 
deaTour  to  do.  There  b  nothing,  I  think,  in 
which  the  power  of  art  is  shown  so  much  as  in 
plajing  on  the  fiddle.  In  all  other  things  we 
can  do  something  at  first.  Anj  man  will  forge 
a  bar  of  iron,  if  jou  give  him  a  hammer ;  not 
so  well  es  a  smith,  but  tolerabl  j.  A  man  will 
saw  a  piece  of  wood,  and  make  a  box,  though 
a  cluxDSj  one;  but  gire  him  a  fiddle  and  a 
fiddlestick,  and  he  can  do  nothing.** 

On  Monday,  April  19.,  he  callra  on  me  with 
Mn.  Williams,  in  Mr.  Strahan*s  ooadi,  and 
carried  me  out  to  dine  with  Mr.  Elplunston,  at 
hb  academy  at  Kensington.    A  printer  having 


>  Mr.BotvtIldoMTiotiBeliHlctlita  dHkatiaaflT- 
aunegramkfr  pnblttbed  In   17SS,  in  hit  Urt  oTl 
eompotluoM.  —  Cbokks. 

«  JaaM  11«Tl»,  Em..  fUlMr  of  tte  irat  Eari  orMafaDM- 
burr.  WM  bora  te  1709.  ami  diad  In  ITM.  In  l»l.  bit  aoa 
pabhthad  a  magntfeant  editkni  of  Ma  worfci  In  two  lulnnui 

Ioarto.  —  WaiOBT.  Jobnaoo  had  a  itroBtorf|iiidica  afainat 
Ir.  Harria :  I  knov  not  why.  Of  thaDedlcalloo  to  hi* 
«  RcraM*.**  H n.  Ptotsl  bcafd  Johnson  obwr««.  tbaL  thoofh 
bat  roortacn  Hnat  loof.  th«f«  v«rB  lia  gnnmnatkal  teihs 
in  It.  And  M«  po$t,  lA  Wov.  177t«  wbara  ha  calb  hte  **a 
ib.'*~CaoKn. 
*  The  Hmilion*  wara    ratpectaUa  publbhora  far  thraa 


to  keep  Useottck, 
a  good  topie  for  the  credit  ot  Utcntere. 
MrsiWiUiaM  said,  that  another  priater,  Mr. 
Hamilton*,  had  not  waited  so  long  ts  Mr.  Stob' 
haa,  but  had  kept  hb  coadi  serenl  jesn 
sooner.  Jonaon.  **  He  was  in  the  richt  Lift 
b  short.  The  sooner  that  a  man  Eegias  to 
enj  or  fab  wealth,  the  better.** 

Af  r.  Elnhinston  talked  of  a  new  book  tbt 
was  mncn  admired,  and  asked  Dr.  Johasoo  if 
he  had  read  it.  Johhsoh.  ^  I  have  looked  bto 
it.**  '•What,"  said  Elphmston,*' hare  yea  not 
read  it  through?**  Johnaon,  offended  at  being 
thus  premed,  and  so  obliged  to  own  hb  cvnorj 
mode  of  reacfing,  answered  tartly,  **  No,  Sir;  ds 
yon  read  books  iiwwyA  f  ** 

He  thb  day  again  defended  duelling,  sad 
put  hb  aigument  v^pon  what  I  haTe  ever 
thought  the  most  soud  basb ;  that  if  public 
war  be  allowed  to  be  consistent  with  iM>rslity, 
prirate  war  must  be  equally  so.  Indeed  we 
wnaj  obsenre  what  strained  amunents  are  nsed 
to  reooBcile  war  with  the  CSiristian  religion. 
But,  in  mr  opinion,  it  b  exceedin^lj  dear  thit 
dneUing,  harmg  better  reasons  for  its  bsrbaroos 
violence,  b  more  justifiable  than  war,  in  which 
thousands  go  forth  withont  any  canse  of  per- 
sonal quarnl,  and  massacre  each  other. 

On  Wednesdaj,  April  21.,  I  dined  with  \m 
at  Mr.Thrale*s.    A  gentleman  attacked  Gsr- 
rick  for  being  Tarn.    Joamoir.  *^  No  wonder. 
Sir,  that  he  b  Tain ;  a  man  who  b  perpetosllv 
flattered  in  every  aaode  that  can  be  coaceiTed. 
So  many  bellows  have  blown  the  fire,  that  one 
wonders  he  b  not  by  thb  time  becooie  s 
cinder.**    Boswxll.  '^And  such  bdlows  too! 
Lord  Mansfield  with  his  cheeks  like  to  bonl* 
Lord  Chatham  like  an  iBoloa.^    I  have  read 
such  notes  from  them  to  him,  as  were  eiMmjsh 
to  turn  hb  head.**    Johhsoh.  **  True.   When 
he  whom  every  body  else  flatters,  flatters  m^* 
I  then  am  truly  happy.**  Mna.  Thmalm.  *'The 
sentiment  b  in  Coi^reve,  I  think.*    Jovnov. 
»  Yes,  Madam,  in  '  The  Way  of  the  World  :  — 


•«  If  thei«*b  delight  in  love,  tb  when  I 
That  hent  which  others  bleed  for,  bleed  fiiriw  ' 

» 
No,  Sir,  1  should  not  be  surprised  though  Gsr- 
rick  chained  the  ocean  and  lashed  the  wimi^^* 
BoswuL.  •'Should  it  not  be.  Sir,  lashed  the 
ocean  and  chained  the  winds?**  Joecscv. 
""No^Sir;  reooUeot  the  origianl : — 


r 
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This  does  Texy  well,  wben  both  the  windfl 
aod  the  sea  are  per8onified»  and  mentioned  bj 
their  mjtholqgical  names,  as  in  JuTenal ;  but 
when  thej  are  mentioned  in  plain  language, 
the  spplication  of  the  epithets  suggested  bj 
me  is  the  most  obvious ;  and  accordinglj  my 
friend  himself,  in  his  imitation  of  the  passage 
which  describes  Xerxes,  has — 

**Tbe  waves  he  lashes,  and  enchains  the  wind."  ' 

The  modes  of  living  in  different  countries, 
and  the  rarioiis  views  with  which  men  travel 
in  quest  of  new  scenes,  having  been  talked  of, 
a  lesmed  gentleman*  who  holds  a  considerable 
office  in  the  law,  expatiated  on  the^  happiness 
of  s  aavsge  life ;  and  mentioned  an  instance  of 
an  officer  who  had  actually  lived  for  some  time 
in  the  wilds  of  America,  of  whom,  when  in  that 
state,  he  quoted  this  reflection  with  an  air  of 
admiration,  as  if  it  had  been  deeply  philoso- 
phical: *^Here  am  I,  free  and  imrestrained, 
amidst  the  rude  magnificence  of  Nature,  with 
this  Jbdian  woman  by  my  side,  and  this  gun, 
with  which  I  can  procure  food  when  I  want  it : 
what  more  can  be  desired  for  human  happi- 
ness ?**  It  did  not  require  much  sagacity  to 
ioreaee  that  such  a  sentiment  would  not  be 

Sermitted  to  paas  without  due  animadversion. 
0HII8OH.  "  Do  not  allow  yourself,  Sir,  to  be 
imposed  upon  by  such  gross  absurdity.  It  is 
laa  stuff;  It  is  brutish.  If  a  bull  could  speak, 
he  might  as  well  exchiim, — Here  am  Iwith 
this  cow  and  this  grass ;  what  being  can  enjoy 
greater  felicity?" 

We  taU^ed  of  the  melancholy  end  of  a  gen- 
tleman* who  had  destroyed  himself.  John- 
los.  **  It  was  owinf  to  imaginary  difficulties  in 
his  affiiirs,  w1ucli,nad  he  talked  of  with  any 
inend,  would  soon  have  vanished."  Boswxll. 
**  Do  you  think.  Sir,  that  all  who  commit  sui- 
cide are  mad?**  Johhsor.  "Sir,  they  are 
often  not  universaUjr  disordered  in  their  in- 
tellects,  but  one  passion  presses  so  upon  them, 
that  they  yield  to  it,  and  commit  suicide,  as  a 
rtninnitf^  man  will  stab  another.**  He  added, 
*^I  have  often  thought,  that  after  a  man  has 
taken  the  resolution  to  kill  himself,  it  is  not 
oonrage  in  him  to  do  any  thing,  however  des- 


'  **  The  proud  BartMriaD,  wboM  liiip«tl«Dt  ire 
ChndMd  dw  wkids  thai  diMlM|«d  Us  nod 
Wlta«iitp«a.ii«'«r  nfllerad  from  the  Aolian  God, 
Fcttar'd  Oe  SiMkar  of  the  Ma  and  Uod."    Jut.  x.  181 

G05nl.^CMaa. 

'  So alM Batter,  Hodibtat,  p.  ii.  c.L  t.946. :  — 

**  A  PaniaB  Emperor  w/h^  bli  grannam. 
The  MM,  his  modier  Teoot  came  on.**  —  Malomb. 

*  1  pieiuaia  Mr.,  afterwards  Sir  W.  W.  Fepjrs,  a  Master 

;  a  fraqocnk  visitor  at  Streatham,  but  betireen 

there  was  not  rnncta  good  will.— CaoKsa. 


'*  rae  natie 
MeDd.WfllimB 


here  meant  was,  no  doubt.  Johnson's 

i|..  Member  for  Dertqr,  who 
n  Jamurj,  im^Caoan, 


perate,  becaasehehas  nothing  to  fear.**  Gou>- 
SMITK.  **  I  don*t  see  that**  Johhson.  ^  Nay, 
but,  my  dear  8ir«  whv  should  you  not  see  what 
every  one  else  seesr**  Golosmitk.  **It  is 
for  fear  of  somethinff  that  he  has  resolved  to 
kill  himself:  and  wiu  not  that  timid  disposition 
restrain  him  f  **  Jobxaoh.  ^  It  does  not  sig- 
nify that  the  fear  of  something  made  him 
resolve ;  it  is  upon  the  state  of  his  mind,  after 
the  resolutioii  is  taken,  that  I  Kcpie,  Sup- 
pose a  man,  either  from  fear,  or  pnde,  or  con- 
science, or  whatever  motive,  has  resolved  to 
kill  himself;  when  onoe  the  resolution  is  taken, 
he  has  nothing  to  fear.  He  may  then  go  and 
take  the  king  of  Prussia  by  the  nose,  at  the 
head  of  his  army.  He  cannot  fear  the  rack, 
who  is  resolved  to  kill  himself.*  WhenEustaoe 
Bni^el  ^  was  walking  down  to  the  Thames,  de- 
temuned  to  drown  himself,  he  might,  if  he 

e eased,  without  any  ^)prehension  of  danger, 
ive  turned  aside,  and  first  set  fire  to  St. 
James*s  Palace.** 

[JOHNSON  TO  GOLDSMITH. 

•■  April  SB.  1773. 

^  Sia,  —  I  beg  that  you  will  eieuse  my  absence 
to  the  Club ;  I  am  go&ag  thb  evening  to  Ozfbrd.* 

**  I  have  another  fiivonr  to  beg.  It  is  that  I 
may  be  eonsiderad  as  propoaing  Mr.  Boswell  Ibr  a 
candidate  of  oar  society,  and  that  h«  may  be  con- 
sidered as  regularly  aoaunated.  I  am.  Sir,  your 
most  bumble  servant,  Sam.  Joiuifsov."] 

On  Tuesday,  Aniil  27.,  Mr.  Beauclerk  and  I 
called  on  him  in  tne  morning.  As  we  walked 
up  Johnson*8  Court,  I  said,  ^  I  have  a  venera- 
tion for  this  court;**  and  was  glad  to  find  that 
fieauclerk  had  the  same  reverential  enthusiasm. 
We  found  him  slone.  We  talked  of  Mr.  An- 
drew Stuart*s  elegant  and  plausible  Letters  to 
Lord  Mansfield':  a  copy  of  which  had  been 
sent  by  the  author  to  Dr.  Johnson.  Johkson. 
^*  They  have  not  answered  the  end.  They  have 
not  been  talked  of;  I  have  never  heard  of 
them.  This  is  owing  to  their  not  being  sold. 
People  seldom  read  a  book  which  is  given  to 
them ;  and  few  are  given.  The  way  to  spread 
a  work  is  to  sell  it  at  a  low  price.  No  man 
will  send  to  buy  a  thing  that  costs  even  six- 
pence, without  an  intention  to  read  it.**  Bos- 
wxLL.  '*  May  it  not  be  doubted.  Sir,  whether 
it  be  proper  to  publish  letters,  arraigning  the 


*  This  aoes  fhr  beyond  Johnson's  original  thesis,  and  Is 
tedly  ommeous.    Svldde  Is  often  attempted  to  avoid 


aa  Ignomlnlons  death,  aad  would  be,  no  doubt,  still  more 
freaneBlly  to  arold  torture,  —  CaoKaa. 

•  Afrtand  aad  reiatiro  of  Addison's, «bo  drowned  him. 
self  [Id  I7S71  to  escape  a  proseentioo  on  aoooant  of  forginc 
the  will  of  ur.  TIndal,  In  which  Budget  had  prorlded  htmselr 
with  a  legacy  of  aOOOL    To  this  Pope  alludes :~ 

**  Let  Bodgell  charge  low  Grub  Street  on  his  quill, 
And  write  whatever  he  please — tseqd  mf  wiltV 

»  CaoKta. 

'  Boewell  makes  no  mention  of  this  axenrslon,  which,  I 
suppose,  did  not  take  place,  as  Boswell  mw  him  In  London 
OB  tne  Srth,  aad  Johnson  attended  Bosweirs  election  at  the 
dab  on  the  SStb.  —  Caosaa. 

*  On  the  Douglas  cause,  in  ItTS.  -.Cao 
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nltimate  deciston  of  an  important  cause  hr  the 
supreme  judicature  of  tlie  nation  ?  **  Johr- 
soK.  **  No,  Sir,  I  do  not  think  it  was  wrong  to 
publbh  these  letters.  If  ther  are  thought  to 
do  harm,  why  not  answer  tnem?  But  thej 
will  do  no  harm.  If  Mr.  Douglas  be  indeed 
the  son  of  Lady  Jane,  he  cannot  be  hurt :  if  he 
be  not  her  son,  and  yet  has  the  great  estate  of 
the  family  of  Douglas,  he  may  well  submit  to 
have  a  pamphlet  against  him  by  Andrew  Stuart. 
Sir,  I  think  such  a  publication  does  good,  as  it 
does  good  to  show  us  the  possibilities  of  human 
life.  And,  Sir,  you  will  not  say  that  the  Dou- 
glas cause  was  a  cause  of  easy  decision,  when 
it  divided  your  Court  as  much  as  it  could  do, 
to  be  determined  at  all.  When  your  judges 
are  seven  and  seven,  the  casting  vote  of  uie 
president  must  be  given  on  one  side  or  other ; 
no  matter,  for  my  argument,  on  which ;  one  or 
the  other  muit  be  taken ;  as  when  I  am  to 
move,  there  is  no  matter  which  leg  I  move 
first.  And  then.  Sir,  it  was  otherwise  deter- 
mined here.  No,  Sir,  a  more  dubious  deter- 
mination of  any  question  cannot  be  imaffined.'* ' 

He  said,  ^  Goldsmith  should  not  be  for  ever 
attempting  to  shine  in  conversation :  he  has 
not  temper  for  it,  he  is  so  much  mortified  when 
he  fails.  Sir,  a  game  of  jokes  is  composed 
partly  of  skill,  partly  of  chance ;  a  man  mav 
be  beat  at  times  by  one  who  has  not  the  tentn 
part  of  his  wit.  Now  Goldsmith's  putting 
nimself  against  another,  is  like  a  man  laying  a 
hundred  to  one,  who  cannot  spare  the  hundred. 
It  is  not  worth  a  man*s  while.  A  man  should 
not  lay  a  hundred  to  one,  unless  he  can  easily 
spare  it,  though  he  has  a  hundred  chances  for 
him :  he  can  get  but  a  guinea,  and  may  lose  a 
hundred.  Goldsmith  is  in  this  state.  When 
he  contends,  if  he  gets  the  better,  it  is  a  very 
little  addition  to  a  man  of  his  literary  repu- 
tation :  if  he  does  not  get  the  better,  he  is 
miserably  vexed.** 

Johnson's  own  superlative  powers  of  wit  set 
him  above  any  risk  of  such  uneasiness.  Gar- 
rick  had  remarked  to  me  of  him,  a  few  days 
before,  **  Rabelais  and  all  other  wits  are  nothing 
compared  with  him.  Yon  may  be  diverted  by 
them ;  but  Johnson  gives  vou  a  forcible  hug, 
and  shakes  laughter  out  of  you,  whether  you 
will  or  no." 

Goldsmith,  however,  was  oflen  very  fortu- 
nate in  his  witty  contests,  even  when  he  entered 
the  lists  with  Johnson  himself.  Sir  Joshua 
Reynolds  was  in  company  with  them  one  day, 
when  Goldsmith  said,  that  he  thought  he  could 
write  a  good  fable,  mentioned  the  simplicity 
which  that  kind  of  composition  requires,  and 
observed,  that  in  most  fables  the  aninuds  intro- 


<  t  refracted  that  Dr.  Jnhnton  nerar  took  the  tronblff  to 
•tod/  a  auMtioD  wtitcb  Intpretted  nation*.  He  would  not 
»vMi  raau  a  pamplilec  which  I  wroie  upon  It,  eiitlilad.  **  The 
Ettence  nf  the  DousImh  Cmit^ ; "  which,  I  have  r«>a«nn  to 
Salter  mjr^rlf.  had  rutiiiderHble  rflW>t  In  farour  of  ICr.  I)ou- 

SUi;of  «ho«f>  Irglilmate  (ilutton  I  wai  thMi,  and  am  fttill. 
rml/  cooviDcad.    Let  ma  add,  (hat  no  (act  can  bo  mora 


duoed  aeldom  talk  in  character.  ^For  in- 
stance,** said  he,  ^'the  &ble  of  the  little  6ilies, 
who  saw  birds  fly  over  their  heads,  and,  coTtiog 
them,  petitioned  Jupiter  to  be  changed  into 
birds.  The  skOl,'*  continued  he,  **  consist!  in 
making  them  talk  Uke  little  fishes.**  While  be 
indulged  himself  in  this  fanciful  reverie,  lie 
observed  Johnson  shaking  his  sides,  snd  lau^h*  • 
ing.  Upon  which  he  smartly  proceeded,  ( 
**  ^liy,  I>r.  Johnson,  this  is  not  so  easy  as  jou  ' 
seem  to  think :  for  if  you  were  to  nuke  little 
fishes  talk,  they  would  talk  like  wbalis." 

Johnson,  though  remarkable  for  his  peat 
variety  of  composition,  never  ezercisea  h» 
talenta  in  fable,  except  we  allow  his  betutifol 
rfiur^]  tale  {the  FowUaau]  published  in  Mrs. 
Williams*s  Miscellanies  to  be  of  that  ^lecies. 
I  have,  however,  found  amone  his  manuscnpl 
collections  the  following  sket<£  of  one: 

**  Glow-worm  '  lying  in  the  garden  um  o  ctndlc 
in  a  neighbouring  palace,  —  and  complainsd  of  ibe 
littleness  of  its  own  light ;  —  another  observed  — 
wait  a  little ;  —  soon  d^rk,  —  have  outlasted  w«kk  < 
[numy]  of  these  glaring  ligbm  whieh  are  oclj 
brighter  as  tbcjr  bute  to  nothing.** 

On  Thursdav,  April  29.,  I  dined  with  bim  | 
at    General    Ogletnorpe*s,    where   were  Sir 
Joshua  Reynolds,  Mr.  Langton,  Dr.  Gold- 
smith, and  Mr.  Thrale.    I  was  very  d<»irottf  j 
to  ffet  Dr.  Johnson  absolutely  fixed  ia  hi* 
resolution  to  go  with  me  to  the  Hebrides  tbis  | 
vear ;  and  I  told  him  that  I  had  received  s 
letter  from  Dr.  Robertson,  the  historian,  upon  t 
the  subject,  with  which  he  waa  much  pleased,  , 
and  now  talked  in  such  a  manner  of  his  lon^  • 
intended  tour,  that  I  was  satisfied  he  meant  to 
fulfil  his  engagement. 

The  custom  of  earing  dogs  at  Otaheite  beio; 
mentioned.  Goldsmith  obsm'cd,  that  this  «ts 
also  a  custom  in  China ;  that  a  dog-butdier  is 
as  common  there  as  any  other  butcher;  sod 
that  when  he  walks  abroad  all  the  do;;s  fall  on 
him.    JoHKSOK.  "That  is  not  owing  to  btf 
killing  dogs  Sir.    I  remember  a  butdier  at 
Lichfield,  wliom  a  dog  that  was  in  the  hou« 
where  I  lived,  always   attacked.    It  is  tbe 
smell  of  carnage  which  provokes  this,  let  the 
animals  he  has  killed  be  wbsA   thev  mar.* 
Goldsmith.  **"  Yes,  there  is  m  general  a^•b('^ 
rence  in  animals  at  the  signs  of  maasacre.    K 
vou  put  a  tub  full  of  blood  into  a  stable,  ti  * 
horses  are  like  to  go  mad.**     JonnaoR.  "I 
doubt  that**    GoLDssirrs.  ^Nay,  Sir,  it  U  a 
fact  well  authenticated.**    Thbaix.  "  You  bad 
better  prove  it  before  you  put  it  into  ^our 
book  on  natural  history.  You  may  do  it  in  mr 
stable  if  you  will.**    Jomnoii.   **  Kay*  Sir,  1 


rappctablT  aac«>rtalii«d.  than  bgr  tka  ItadgaMal  af  tb*  ••  * 
auiriMt  tribunal  fn  the  world}  •  JudcmrBt  tii«hi<.  I  *d 
MAntSrld  and  Ixird  Camdan  nnttad  In  ITSP,  mm!  rh>«  •t  ■* 


only  Are  of  a  nitmerout  body  enlarrd  • 

*  It  Has  alrrady  been  obterted  («i<f.'p.  SC]  tkai  d  «  •  •  '  • 
Srtt  E«Bii,va  vai  aLfttio  poem  on  a  Clow^vorm  ;  but  «^  '-  ^ 
tt  be  any  « here  extant,  baa  not  baaa  aac ml  11111  d  -.  IIau  ^ 
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would  not  have  him  proye  it.  If  he  is  content 
to  take  his  information  from  others,  he  may  get 
through  his  book  with  little  trouble,  and  with- 
out much  endangering  his  reputation.  But  if 
he  makes  experiments  for  so  comprehensive  a 
book  as  his,  there  would  be  no  end  to  them ; 
his  erroneous  assertions  would  then  fall  upon 
himself;  and  he  might  be  blamed  for  not 
haring  made  experiments  as  to  every  par- 
ticular." 

The  character  of  Mallet  having  been  intro- 
duced, and  spoken  of  slightingTj  bv  Gold- 
smith;— JoHHSon.  ''Why,  Sir,  Mallet  had 
talents  enough  to  keep  his  literary  reputation 
aliTe  as  long  as  he  himself  lived ;  and  that,  let 
me  tell  jon,  is  a  good  deal."  GouMMrrH. 
'^But  I  cannot  agree  that  it  was  so.  His 
literary  reputation  was  dead  long  before  his 
natural  death.  I  consider  an  author*s  literary 
reputation  to  be  alive  only  while  his  name  will 
insure  a  good  price  for  his  copy  from  the  book- 
lellers.  I  will  get  you  (to  Johnson)  a  hundred 
guineas  for  any  thing  whatever  that  you  shall 
write,  if  you  put  your  name  to  it." 

Dr.  Goldsmith*s  new  play,  "•  She  Stoops  to 
Conquer,"  being  mentioned; — Johnson.  **I 
know  of  no  comedy  for  many  years  that  has 
90  much  exhilarated  an  audience,  that  has 
anivered  so  much  the  great  end  of  comedy— 
making  an  audience  merry." 

.Goldsmith  having  said,  that  Garrick*s  com- 
pliment to  the  Queen,  which  he  introduced 
uto  the  play  of  '*  The  Chances,"  which  he  had 
altered  and  revised  this  year,  was  mean  and 
gross  flattery^; — Johnson.  "Why,  Sir,  I 
would  not  write^  I  would  not  give  solemnly 
under  my  hand,  a  character  beyond  what  I 
thought  really  true;  but  a  speech  on  the 
stage,  let  it  flatter  ever  so  extravagantly,  is 
formular.  It  has  always  been  formular  to 
flatter  kings  an<l  queens;  so  much  so,  that 
even  in  our  cburch-service  we  have  *  our  most 
religious  king,*  used  indiscriminately,  who- 
erer  is  king.  Nay,  they  even  flatter  them- 
lelTes; — *  we  have  been  graciously  pleased  to 
grant.*  No  modem  flattery,  however,  is  so 
gross  as  that  of  ^e  Augustan  age,  where  the 
emperor  was  deified; — ^ Prteseiu  Divus  habe^ 
hilar  Ai^^nMius**  Aiid  as  to  meanness" — 
(riang  into  warmth) — "how  is  it  mean  in 
a  player,— a  showman, — a  fellow  who  exhi- 
bib  himself  for  a  shilling,  to  flatter  his  queen  ? 
The  attempt,  indeed,  was  dangerous ;  for  if  it 
bd  miasecC  what  became  of  Garrick,  and  what 
became  of  the  queen  ?  As  Sir  William  Temple 
ttya  of  a  great  general,  it  is  necessary  not  only 
tut  his  designs  be  formed  in  a  masterly  man- 
Mr,  but  that  they  should  be  attended  with 


*  Don  JoBK.  **  Ay,  bot  when  thingi  are  at  the  worst  they'll 
<*'iMl :  «x«B»le  d(te»  ercrjr  thing,  and  the  lair  lex  wUI  cer- 
t^nSy  row  faecter.  wbcneTer  the  greatest  Is  the  best  woman 
Ik  the  Uncdom.**  Act  ? .  sc.  2.  —  WBiovr. 

so  iktM  ArngmthtM  he, 

tttU  on  emnk,  frtimimtd  m  DeHv.** 

.  Hot.  (M.  HI.  t.1— CaoaiB. 


success.  Sir,  it  is  right,  at  a  time  when  the 
royal  family  is  not  generally  liked,  to  let  it  be 
seen  that  the  people  like  at  least  one  of  them.** 
Sib  Joshua  astmolds.  "I  do  not  perceive 
why  the  profession  of  a  player  should  be 
despised;  for  the  great  and  ultimate  end  of 
all  the  employments  9f  mankind  is  to  produce 
amusement.  Grarrick  produces  more  amuse- 
ment than  any  bodv.**  Boswbll.  "  You  say, 
Dr.  Johnson,  tiiat  Grarrick  exhibits  himself  for 
a  shilling.  In  this  respect  he  is  only  on  a  foot- 
ing with  a  lawyer,  who  exhibits  himself  for  his 
fee,  and  even  will  maintain  any  nonsense  or 
absurdity,  if  the  case  req^uire  it.  Garrick  re- 
fuses a  play  or  a  part  which  he  does  not  like : 
a  lawyer  never  refuses."  JoHiisoir.  "Why, 
Sir,  wnat  does  this  prove  ?  only  that  a  lawver 
is  worse.  Boswell  is  now  like  Jack  in  '  The 
Tale  of  a  Tub,* '  who,  when  he  is  puzzled  by 
an  argument,  hangs  himself.  He  thinks  I 
shall  cut  him  down,  but  I  *11  let  him  hang  **  — 
(laughing  vociferously).  Sia  Josbua  Rbt- 
noi:j>s.  "Mr. Boswell  thinks  that  the  profes- 
sion of  a  lawyer  being  unquestionably  honour- 
able, if  he  can  show  the  profession  of  a  player 
to  be  more  honourable,  he  proves  his  argu- 
ment.*' 


CHAPTER  XXIX. 

1773. 

Dinner  at  Btau^UrVt,  —  Botwdl  dteUd  of  the  Club. 

—  Gcldamith  in  Company,  and  in  hi*  Study,  <— 
JSi*  Roman  HiMlory,  —  **  Taiking  for  Victory,** 
•—  PUgrim**  Progreu,  —  MonunuiUs  in  St.  Pauts, 

—  Pape.  —  Milton.  —  ••  Tht    Whole  Duty  of 

Man,**  —  Puna Lay  Patronage.  —  The  Bread 

Tree,  >—  Savage  Life,  —  Beatoning  of  Brutet,  — 
Toleration.  —  Martyrdom,  — -  Doctrine  of  the 
Trinity,  —  Government  of  bdand,  —  Invocation 

of  SaintM,  —  "  Goldy.**  —  Literary  Property 

State  of  Nature.  —  Male  Sueeeeeion.  —  Influenee 
of  the  Seaeone  on  the  Mind,  -^  Projected  Vieit  to 
the  HeMdee. 

On  Friday,  April  30.,  I  dined  with  him  at 
Mr.  Beauclerk*s,  where  were  Lord  Charlemont, 
Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  and  some  more  members 
of  the  LiTxaABT  Clvb,  whom  he  had  oblig- 
ingly invited  to  meet  me,  as  I  was  this  evening 
to  be  balloted  for  as  candidate  for  admission 
into  that  distinguished  society.  Johnson  had 
done  me  the  honour  to  propose  me,  and  Beau- 
clerk  was  very  zealous  tor  me. 

Goldsmith  oeing  mentioned ; — Johkson.  "  It 
is  fun Aging  how  fittle  Groldsmith  knows.    He 


>  The  allusion  Is  not  to  the  Tale  of  a  Tub,  but  to  the 
Binary  cfJokn  BuU^wt  It.  chap.  11. ;  where  howerer  Jack 
does  not  hiing  himself  for  anj  such  reason ;  but  the  misrepre- 
sentation turned  the  laugh  against  Boswell,  and  that  was  all 
Johnson  cared  for.  —  Locebabt. 
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teldom  comet  where  he  it  not  more  ignortnt 
than  any  one  else.**  Sn  JotHUA  Rstmoum. 
**  Tet  there  it  no  man  whote  company  it  more 
liked.**  Jomaoif.  '^To  be  rare,  Sir.  When 
people  find  a  man  of  the  most  ditttnguithed 
abiutiet  at  a  writer,  their  inferior  while  he  it 
with  them,  it  mntt  be  highly  gratifying  to 
them.  What  Goldtmith  comically  lays  of  him* 
self  it  Tery  tme, — he  alwayi  ^ett  the  better 
when  he  arguet  alone;  meamng,  that  he  it 
matter  of  a  tnbiect  in  hit  ttudy,  and  can  write 
well  npon  it;  but  when  he  comet  into  com- 
pany, srows  confnted,  and  unable  to  talk. 
Take  hmi  at  a  poet,  his  *  TraTcIler'  is  a  rery 
fine  performance ;  ay,  and  to  it  hit '  Deserted 
Village,'  were  it  not  tometimet  too  much  the 
edio  of  hit  '  TraTeller.'  Whether,  indeed,  we 
take  him  at  a  poet, — as  a  comic  writer, — or 
at  an  hittorian,  he  ttandt  in  the  first  clatt.** 
BotwxLL.  '*  An  historian !  My  dear  Sir,  you 
surely  will  not  rank  hit  compilation  of  the 
Roman  History  with  the  works  of  other  hit* 
toriant  of  thit  ase  ?  **  JosNtoK.  ^  Why,  who 
are  before  him?  Boewux.  **Hume, — Ro- 
bertton, — Lord  Lrttelton.**  ^  JomrtoH  (hit 
antipathy  to  the  scotch  beginning  to  rise). 
'*  I  have  not  read  Hume ;  but,  doubSest,  Gold- 
smithes  History  it  better  than  the  verbiage  of 
Robertson,  or  the  foppery  of  Dalrymple.'* 
BoswELL.  "Will  you  not  admit  the  supe- 
riority of  Robertson,  in  whose  History*  we 
find  such  penetration,  such  painting?**  Johk- 
toN.  "  Sir,  you  must  consider  how  that  pene- 
tration and  that  painting  are  employed.  It  is 
not  history,  it  it  imagmation.  He  who  de- 
scribes what  he  never  saw,  draws  from  fancy. 
Robertton  paintt  minds  at  Sir  Joshua  paints 
faces  in  a  histoxj-piece  :  he  imagines  an  neroic 
countenance,  x  ou  must  look  upon  Robert- 
son's work  OS  romance,  and  try  it  by  tliat 
standard.  History  it  it  not.  Betides,  Sir,  it 
is  the  great  excellence  of  a  writer  to  put  into 
his  book  at  much  as  his  book  will  hold.  Gold- 
tmith hat  done  this  in  hit  History.  Now 
Robertton  mifht  have  put  twice  at  much  into 
hit  book.  Robertson  is  like  a  man  who  has 
packed  gold  in  wool :  the  wool  takes  up  more 
room  than  the  gold.  No,  Sir ;  I  alwayt  tnouffht 
Robertton  would  be  cruthed  by  hit  own  weignt, 
— would  be  buried  under  his  own  ornaments. 
Goldsmith  tellt  you  thortly  all  you  want  to 
know :  Robertton  detains  you  a  great  deal  too 
long.  No  man  wiU  read  Robertson's  cumbrout 
detail  a  tecond  time;  but  Goldsmith's  plain 

*  IU>b«rtion*t  Charlm  V.  and  GoMi mith't  Romin  lllitoiy 
werv  both  pabllthed  In  17fl9.->  Wkiont. 

s  S««>  amti.  Mr.  Bosvell't  Trlendthlp  for  both  Jnhntnn 
and  Robertson  It  here  torelr  perplexed  »  but  there  serms  do 

S'ound  for  doubting  that '  Aii  rfot  and  «leddcd  opinion  *  of 
obertton's  workt  WMt  fery  low  —  he,  on  every  occasion, 
repeats  It  with  cnnteraptuou*  roniittencjr.  —  CaoRFi. 
'      And  our  name  mat.  perhaps,  be  mixed  with  Mr/rr  / 

Grid,  df  Art.  Ammmd.  t.lll.  v.33n.  — C. 

*  The  heads  0#  Messrs.  Fletcher  and  Townley.  rxernted 
on  the  31  vt  Jul?.  1746.  for  the  rrtM>IHon  of  I74.S,  «en>  pUcMl 
on  Temple  Uar :  whether  the  h<ads  of  the  rebels  of  1715 
remained  there,  or  whether  others  were  afterwards  added.  I 
do  not  know.  —  Cnosea. 

'  In  allusion  to  Dr.  Johnson's  suppoacd  political  principles. 


I  ,  I 

,  narrative  wOl  please  again  and  again.  I  would 
say  to  Robertson  what  an  old  tutor  of  a  colIe<re  ' 
satd  to  one  of  hit  nupilt :  *  Read  over  prour 
compotitioBt,  and  whererer  yon  meet  with  a 
paatage  which  yon  think  it  ptrticultriy  fine, 
ttrike  it  out.*     Croldtmith't   ahndgement  b 
better  than  that  of  Luciua  Floras  or  Eutru- 
pint ;  and  I  will  Yenture  to  tay,  that  if  too  ■ 
compare  him  with  Vertot,  in  the  stme  plat^ 
of  tne  Roman  History,  yon  will  find  that  be 
exceb  Vertot.    Sir,  he  lut  the  art  of  comf  il-  i 
ing,  and  of  taying  every  thing  he  hts  to  sat  I 
in  a  pleasing  manner.    He  it  now  writio?  s 
Natural  Hi^ry,  and  will  make  it  is  enter- 
taining at  a  Pertian  tale.** 

I  cannot  dismitt  the  pretent  topic  with<^t  : 
obterving,  that  it  it  probable  that  ut,  Johof^'iv, 
who  owned  that  he  often  ^talked  for  vtctort;  * 
rather  urged  plautible  objectiont  to  Dr.  Rdx^rt-  I 
ton*t  excellent  hittorical  workt,  m  the  anioar 
of  contett,  than  expretted  hit  real  and  decide«i  > 
opinion ;  for  it  it  not  eaty  to  tnppose,  thst  be 
should  to  widdy  differ  fimn  the  rest  ot'  tii« 
literary  world.' 

JoHHsoN.  ^I  remember  once  hdoff  ^'^^ 
Goldsmith  in  Westminster  Abbej.  Whil«  *< 
surveyed  the  Poett*  Comer,  I  taid  to  him, 

When  we  got  to  Temple  Bar  he  ttopned  w- 
pointed  to  the  headt^  upon  it,  and  sliiy  «^'' 
pered  me, 

*  ForriUm  ti  motirwm 


•-* 


Johnton jpraited  John  Bnnyan  hi^hW.  **  H  * 
*  Pilgrim*t  Progress  *  has  great  merit,  K«ih  f  f 
invention,  imagination,  and  the  conduct  of :  ' 
story ;  and  it  has  had  the  bat  evidence  of  ::< 
merit,  the  general  and  continued  apnroM:-  .. 
of  mankind.  Few  books,  I  bdieve,  bsie  ^  | 
a  more  extennve  tale.  It  it  remaikablf,  th» 
it  beffint  veiy  much  like  the  poem  of  l>^^'  - 
yet  uiere  wat  no  trantlation  of  Dante  v^*^ 
Bunyan  wrote.  There  it  reaaon  to  think  x*"'- 
he  had  read  Spenser.** 

A  proposition  which  had  been  agitated  tK*^ 
monuments  to  eminent  pertont  thoold^  for  f]' 
time  to  come,  be  erected  in  St.FNirf  riin-  u 
at  well  at  in  Westminster  Abbey,  wtf  ip*'^' 
tioned ;  and  it  wat  atked,  who  tbould  be  ^'- 
noured  by  having  hit  monmnent  first  em'n 


rather  should  have  the  precedence.* 


Ith 


and  perhap*  hts  own.  ^  BonriiL.  OoMitffc  wai  c'*^*^ 
not  a  Jacokiu,  though  he  vaa  a  Tory,  la  a  yurr  t-^  uar 
ton  (Sept.  7.  IHl )  he  aajs  of  somo  criddsM  en  fcf  /^ '  J 
^  England:  "  Howerer.  they  aeC  mo  down  as  ■»  *'  '' 
Tory,  and  consequently  an  hooeac  aim  **— fiior'*  i-*^  ** 
330.  —  CnoKiB,  IMS.  j 

•  Here    "  -  ' -*   •^•-  '^'-^  «^.~«.     m 

Milton 
sour  republic 

rrlminatlon  aro  equally  conapk 

of  his  ••  injustice  to  Mfltosi.**^  Boowttft.  A  »«•»«■**'  ■ 
Milton  In  St.  Paul's  Cathodnl  voaU,  aa  Dr.  H*^*  1^12 
be  the  more  approprtato  froas  bto  haviBB  roaatted  u  tr\ 
cducatloD  In  the  aitjolalnf  achool.  ^ 


CaoKiB,  IMS.  J 

re  is  another  instance  of  hia  hlfh  ad««rs*  >  ■ 
as  a  poet.notwlthstandtnf  hla  Joat  abhofT'«*^ «  ^ 
publican's  political  pHncTplca.  HU  caa<U^'  •><  -^ 
itlon  aro  eauallv  oonanlcuoai.    Let  m  htwr  »^  ~  "^ 


^T.64. 


BOSW£LUS  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


259 


Hiora  lughlj  of  him  xiow  tkim  I  did  at  twenty. 
There  u  more  thinking  in  him  and  in  Batlor, 
than  in  anj  of  cur  poeta." 

Some  of  the  compaaj  ezpceflsed  a  waader 
whr  the  author  of  so  exoeUent  a  book  aa  ^  The 
Whole  DatjT  of  Man"  dioold  conceal  hintel£> 
JomnoH.  **  There  may  be  different  veannfl 
9mgnrf\  far  Hum,  any  one  of  which  woidd  be 
Tery  nffieient  He  may  have  been  m  cki^- 
man«  and  may  have  thou^t  that  his  rdigious 
cooiMela  would  hare  less  wdght  when  known 
to  come  firom  a  man  whooe  profeiBioB  was 
theology.  He  mi^  have  been  a  man  whose 
practice  was  not  snitaHe  to  his  princuples,  so 
diat  his  cJiaractrr  mia^t  injure  the  tlBdct  ef 
his  book,  which  he  had  written  in  a  seiaon  of 
penitence.  Or  he  may  have  been  a  man  of 
rigid  self'denial,  so  that  he  would  haye  no  re- 
ward fat  his  moBS  labours  while  in  thia  worlds 
but  refer  it  all  to  a  future  state.** 

The  gentlemen  went  away  to  th^  dub,  and 
I  was  left  at  Beauderk's  till  the  fate  of  my 
dection  should  be  announced  to  me.  I  sat  in 
a  state  of  anxiety  which  even  the  chaiming 
oonTcrsation  of  Ladr  Di  Beauderk  could  not 
entirdy  dissipate.  In  a  short  time  I  recdved 
the  agreeable  intelligence  that  I  was  chosen. 
I  hantened  to  the  puce  of  meeting,  and  was 
introdnoed  to  such  a  sodety  as  can  seldom  be 
found.  Mr.  Edmund  Buribe,  whom  I  then  saw 
for  the  first  time,  and  whose  splendid  talents 
bad  long  made  me  ardently  wish  for  his*  ac- 
quaintance; Dr.  Nugent,  Mr.  Garrick,  Dr. 
Gddsmith,  Mr.  (afterwards  So:  WiUiam)  Jones, 
and  the  company  with  whom  I  had  dined. 
Upon  my  entrance,  Johnson  placed  himsdf 
behind  a  chair,  on  which  he  leaned  aa  on  a 
desk  or  pnlfut,  and  with  humorous  formality 
gare  me  a  ekarge^  pointing  out  the  conduct 
aLfeded  from  me  as  a  good  member  of  this 
dub. 

Goldsmith  produced  some  very  absurd  verses 
vhidi  had  been  publidy  recited  to  an  audienee 
jnr  money.   Johxsok*  **  I  can  w>*^*^l>  this  non- 


n  Ibs  Bodwfatti  HJbmy  mvotw  cir* 
tutad,  which  ttnat^y  iadiM  me  to  btlieve 
Dr.  Accepted  Frewen,  ArcbMtbop  of  York,  was  the 
cf  this  w«ife.~lfAMIiS. 

on  the  atfrfect  oT  the  anther  of  tUi  eelehnaei  asd 
rorft,  CML  JUg.  toL  xzir.  p.  96.,  and  Ballard's 
r  Z.«anMS  £4mUSi,  p.  SOa  The  late  eooentrle  hut 
Dr.  Barrett,  of  Trial^  CoUase,  DobUn^  briieied,  I 
knov  not  oo  what  erideiice,  taat  Dr.  Chapel,  fotBier^  pn>- 
voit  efihat  eoBece,  was  tfa«  author. —Cbokbb. 

*  Dr.  Johnson  munrnf  here  was  not  perfsdiy  sfrurilo : 
**  Eoirenlo'*  does  not  oondade  thus.    There  are  eight  more 
hscs  after  the  last  of  those  ^oted  by  htaa;  and  the  pesasfe 
!  he  neant  to  radte  la  as  ftHows : — 

**  flsf  now,  je  amiMlua,  poor  assomfog  dres, 
Siaik  tmdtvtM%  offoUj,  of— younelTes ; 
Sm,  Where's  the  wretch  or  all  your  Impious  crew 
Wbo  dares  coofrom  his  character  to  new  ? 
Bcbold  Biwenlo.  fte.  *c 


Vr.  lead  IniDrau  me  that  the  aothor  of  Bugeslo,  Thooias 
Beeeb.  a  wtee-mcrcfaaot  at  Wrexham  in  Deobighihire,  soon 
rikcr  to  pabOeation,  irtt.  May  17. 1737,  oot  his  own  throat ; 
and  that  It  appears  by  Swift's  woits,  that  the  poem  had  been 
•howa  to  hia,  and  reeetred  some  of  his  corrections.  John- 
sen  had  read  **  Bnganlo**  oo  bis  Srst  coming  to  town,  for  we 
MS  It  amcioned  in  one  or  his  letters  to  Mr.  Cave,  which  hw 
bssn  inserted  In  this  work.  —  Boswsll.    One  wonders  at 


There  was  a  poem  called  ^Engeme,* 
winch  came  out  some  yean  ago,  and  oondndes 
thna:— 

*  And  now.  ye  trifliqg;  aeI£>aKumixig  dva» 
Brimful  of  pride,  of  nothing,  of  jouraelircs. 
Survey  Eacenio»  Yiew  bim  o*er  aod  o'er, 
Tbea  nok  mto  joundTCi*  and  be  no  more.'* 

Na^,  Drrdsn,  in  his   poem   on   the  Boyal 
Society*,  haa  these  lines : — 

*  Then  we  upoa  our  gUbe*!  last  Tcige  shall  go^ 

And  lee  the  ocean  leaning  on  the  iky ; 
From  thence  our  rolling  naigbbours  we  shall  know, 
And  on  the  lunar  world  securdy  pry.* " 

Tdking  of  pons,  Johnson,  who  had  a  great 
contempt  for  that  spedes  of  wit,  deigned  to 
allow  tbai  there  was  one  good  pan  in  ''Mena- 
giana,**  I  think  on  the  word  carpt,^ 

Much  pleasant  conYersation  passed,  whidi 
Johnson  relished  with  great  good  humour. 
But  his  conTcrsation  done,  or  what  led  to  it, 
or  was  interwoven  with  it,  is  the  business  of 
this  woric. 

On  Saturday,  May  1.,  we  dined  by  oursdres 
at  our  dd  rendesvdus,  the  Ifitre  tarem.  He 
was  placid,  but  not  much  di^M)sed  to  talk.  He 
observed,  that  ^  the  Irish  mix  better  with  the 
English  than  the  Scotch  do ;  their  language  is 
nearer  to  English ;  as  a  proof  of  which,  they 
succeed  very  well  as  payers,  which  Scotch- 
men do  not.  Then,  Sir,  they  have  not  that 
extreme  nationality  whidi  we  find  in  the 
Scotch.  I  win  do  you,  Boswdl,  the  justice  to 
say,  that  you  are  the  most  ututcottiiied  of  yam 
countrymen.  You  are  dmost  the  only  in- 
stance of  a  Scotchman  that  I  have  known,  who 
did  not  at  every  other  sentence  bring  in  some 
other  Sootchman.**  * 

We  drank  tea  with  Mrs.  Williams.  I  intro- 
duced a  ouestion  which  has  been  much  agitated 
in  die  church  of  Scotland,  whether  the  claim 
of  ky-patrotts  to  present  ministers  to  parishes 
be  wdl  founded ;  and  suppodng  it  to  be  wdl 


the  patience  and  good  nature  with  which  Swift  read  and 
corrected  this  stupid  pooas.  —  Caoaaa. 

s  There  is  no  such  poesa  ;— the  lines  are  part  of  aa  alio- 
lion  to  the  Royal  Sodety,  in  the  Anmu  MhwbOiM,  stansa 
164.— Caosaa. 

«  I  fDrmerlj  thoiuht  that  I  had  perhaps  mistaken  the 
word,  and  hnaalned  k  to  be  corp$,  from  its  similarity  of 
soond  to  the  rem  one.  For  an  aecnrate  and  threwd  unknown 
fentleasan,  to  whom  1  am  indebted  Ibr  sosae  reaMfks  on 
my  work,  obeerres  on  this  psssaan ; — *  C  if  not  on  the 
word.ybrff  A  rodferoos  French  preacher  seld  ef  Bonr- 
dalooa,  *  n  prtehe  jbrl  Idtas.  et  mot  MemJmrW^  Utmmimmm. 
See  also  Amndttm  IMtkrmbra^  art.  ■onidaleim.*'  But  mr 
iBgeniowi  and  obllffaif  eorrapondent,  Mr.  Ahercrombie  of 
Pbiladalphia,  has  pointed  out  to  me  the  fbUowlac  passaaa : 
which  readers  the  preoedlns  coalocture  lamerssamj,  and 
conirms  my  original  statement :  — 

**  M"^-**r  de  Bourdonno,  diaoolnesso  da  Reasirmnont, 
venelt  d'eotendre  un  dlscours  plein  de  Csu  et  d'aspric,  mais 
ibrt  pen  soUde.  at  trte.lrrigulCBr.  Une  de  sea  aariea,  qni  y 
preooit  ini§rte  pour  Torateur,  ImI  dit  en  sortant,  *  Wkk  Men, 
Madame,  que  voos  semble>t'tt  de  ce  w&t  vons  vanes  d*ea- 
tendre?  Qu*U  y  a  d'esmra?*»*a  t  a  tant,*  rapoadit 
Msdsme  de  Bourdeone, '  qae  Je  n^  m  pas  to  de  taija.' " 
JfenawMnM,  tome  U.  p.  64.—  Boawsu* 

»  Bosweil  -      - 

t 
be  was  not  exempt  from  that 

B  2 


confesses  that  Garrick  used  toraUv  him  on  Ms 
natloasUtf,  aad^hereare  abundant  iostaocas  io  these  Tolumes 
to  show  tost  be  was  not  exempt  from  that  amiable  prrjodke. 
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founded,  whether  it  ought  to  be  exercised 
without  the  concurrence  of  the  people  f  That 
church  is  composed  of  a  series  of  judicatures : 
a  presbytery,  a  synod,  and  finally,  a  general 
assembly ;  before  all  of  which  this  matter  may 
be  contended :  and  in  some  cases  the  presby- 
tery haying  refused  to  induct  or  Mettle^  as  ihej 
call  it,  the  nerson  presented  by  the  patron,  it 
has  been  found  necessary  to  appeal  to  the 
General  Assembly.  He  said,  I  might  see  the 
subject  well  treated  in  the  **  Defence  of  Plu- 
ralities;*' and  although  he  thought  that  a 
patron  should  exercise  his  right  with  tender- 
ness to  the  inclinations  of  the  people  of  a 
?arish,  he  was  very  clear  as  to  his  right. 
I'hen,  supposing  the  question  to  be  pleaded 
before  the  General  Assembly,  he  dictated  to 
me  what  follows,  i     [See  ArPBHDix/l 

Though  I  present  to  my  readers  Dr.  John- 
8on*s  masterly  thoughts  on  the  subject,  I  think 
it  proper  to  declare,  that  notwithstanding  lam 
myself  a  lay  patron,  I  do  not  entirely  subscribe 
to  his  opinion. 

On  friday,  Maj  7.,  I  breakfasted  with  him 
at  Mr.  Thrale*s  m  the  Borough.  While  we 
were  alone,  I  endeavoured  as  well  as  I  could 
to  apologise  for  a  lady*  who  had  been  diroroed 
from  her  husband  by  act  of  parliament.  I  said 
that  he  had  used  ner  very  ill,  had  behaved 
brutally  to  her,  and  that  she  could  not  con- 
tinue to  live  with  him  without  having  her 
delicacy  contaminated ;  that  all  affection  for 
him  was  thus  destroyed ;  that  the  essence  of 
conjugal  union  being  gone,  there  remained 
only  a  cold  form,  a  mere  civil  obligation ;  that 
she  was  in  the  prime  of  life,  with  qualities  to 

I>roduce  happiness ;  that  these  ought  not  to  be 
ost ;  and,  that  the  gentleman  on  whose  account 
she  was  divorced  had  giuned  her  heart  while 
thus  unhappily  situated.  Seduced,  perhaps, 
by  the  charms  of  the  lady  in  question,  I  thus 
attempted  to  palliate  what  I  was  sensible  could 
not  be  justified ;  for  when  I  had  finished  my 
harangue,  my  venerable  friend  gave  me  a 
proper  check: — **My  dear  Sir,  never  accus- 
tom your  mind  to  mingle  virtue  and  vice.  The 

woman's  a ^  and  there's  an  end  on*t.*' ' 

He  described  the  father^  of  one  of  his  friends 
thus :  —  ^  Sir,  he  was  so  exuberant  a  talker  at 
public  meetings,  that  the  gentlemen  of  his 

1  This  ouMtlon  Imi  bMo  itlll  man  ttrloatlr  debated  la 
ovr  own  dJijr.  and  li  not  at  all,  1  fear,  latUtecCorlijr  Mttlad. .« 
Ctoau,  1846. 

*  No  doubc  Ladf  INaaa  Sponrar,  daofhter  of  CharlM 
Duko  of  MarlborouKh.  born  In  17S4,  narriod  In  17S7  to 
Vlteount  BoIloglMroko,  fron  whom  ib«  was  divorcod  In  1768, 
and  married  Inmedlatelj  after  Mr.  Topham  Beanderk.  All 
that  Johnaao  mts  It  very  true  t  Imt  he  would  have  been 
bcUer  entitled  to  bold  inch  blab  langoafe  If  be  bad  not 
prneHeaOf  waived  hie  rifbt  bjr  llYlng  In  that  ladjr**  private 
•odetr.  He  ibould  either,  as  a  strict  moralist,  bare  rr^osed 
ber  bis  eountenance,  or,  as  a  man  of  honour  said  gratitude, 
been  silent  as  to  her  frailties.  It  was  not  (air  to  a^  her 
•ociHr,  and  disparafo  her  character.  —  CaoKM. 

•  **  One  erenlni.**  tars  Mrs.  Plossi,  **  in  the  roonasat  Bright, 
belmstone.  be  fell  into  a  comical  discussion  with  Lord 
Boliogbmke,  that  lady's  first  husband:  happening  to  sit  br 
him,  he  chose  to  harangue  verv  loudly  about  the  nature,  and 
use,  and  abuse  of  4i9oree».  Many  people  gathered  roond 
them  to  bear  what  was  said,  and  when  my  husband  called 
bim  awv»  aad  told  blm  to  wkam  bo  bad  OMn  talking,  bo 


county  were  afraid  of  him.  Ko  basiness  could 
be  done  for  his  declamation.** 
^  He  did  not  give  me  full  credit  when  I  men- 
tioned that  I  had  carried  on  a  short  conTenatJoii 
by  signs  with  some  Esquimaux,  who  were  then 
in  London,  particularly  with  one  of  them,  who 
was  a  priest.  He  thought  I  could  not  make  { 
them  understand  me.  xf  o  man  wss  more  in- 
credulous as  to  particular  facts  which  were  tt 
all  extraordinary ;  and  therefore  no  msn  wu 
more  scrupulously  inquisitive,  in  order  to  dis- 
cover the  truth. 

I  dined  with  him  this  day  at  the  house  of  mj 
friends.  Messieurs  Edward  and  Charles  DiUr, 
booksellers  in  the  Poultnr :  there  were  present,  < 
their  elder  brother  Mr.  Dilly  of  Bedfordshire,  ' 
Dr.  Goldsmith,  Mr.  Langton,  Mr.  ClaztoQ^  \ 
Rev.  Dr.  Mayo,  a  dissenting  minister,  the  Ber. 
Mr.  Topbdy  ^  and  my  fnend  the  Bev.  Kr.  I 
Temple.^ 

Hawkesworth*s  compilation  of  the  Yonga 
to  the  South  Sea  being  mentioned; — «foiia*  ; 
BOH.    ^  Sir,  if  you  talk  of  it  as  a  subject  of 
commerce,  it  will  be  gunful ;  if  as  a  book  thit 
is  to  increase  human  knowledge,  I  hftXvrv^ 
there  will  not  be  much  of  that,  llawkesvonh 
can  tell  only  what  the  voyagers  have  told  him ; 
and  they  have  found  very  little,  only  one  ofv  | 
animal,  1  think.**    Boswsxx.  ^  But  maoj  in- 
sects. Sir.**    Johnson.  •*  Why  Shr,  as  to  insects 
Ray  reckons  of  British  insects  twenty  thousand 
species.    They  might  have  staid  at  home  sod 
discovered  enough  in  that  way.** 

Tidking  of  ^  birds,  I  mentioned  Mr.  Dib<» 
Barrington*s  ingenious  Essay  against  the  re 
ceived  notion  of  their  migration.  JoaK»o^- 
^  I  think  we  have  as  gooa  evidence  for  the 
migration  of  woodoocxs  as  can  be  desn^i 
We  find  they  disappear  at  a  certain  time  of  (he 
year,  and  appear  again  at  a  certain  time  of  the 
year;  and  some  of  them,  when  weary  in  th^ 
flight,  have  been  known  to  alight  on  the  Titr 
ging  of  ships  far  out  at  sea.**  One  of  the  cr^c-- 
pany  observed,  that  there  had  been  instsoccf 
of  some  of  them  found  in  smnmer  in  Esse^ 
Johnson.  **  Sir,  that  strengthens  our  argun^L 

ExcepHo  probat  regviam,  S^ne  being  fUunl 
shows  that,  if  all  remained,  many  would  he 
found.  A  few  sick  or  lame  onei  msv  ht 
found.*    GoLDeiOTH.  **  There  is  a  partiu  at- 


FJl.8., 


afa 


reealvad  an  aoiwer  wbkb  I  will  not  famuiw  Co  _. 
SomatblDg,  no  doubt,  •qiilratent  to  what  Bcawall 
tha  text.  —  Cboua. 

*  Old  Mr.  LanttoQ.  -.  Cmksb. 

*  1  luppoM  John  Clastoo.  En 
In  tba  Arck^ohgia,  —  CaoKia. 

*  A.  M.  Topladj,  VIear  of  E 

•oCfaor  of  HiMione  Pn^  pf  Ike 

QMttk  qf  Emgtamd,**  and  many  worba  oC  tiM 
piindpla :  he  died  la  I77S.  ct.  SB raosn. 

1  la  bit  letter  to  Mn.  Tbrale.  V^h  Mnj,  xny  be  v^  '  ' 
dfned  yesterday  In  a  larfv  cooipany  at  a  DiMcntt'C  b^tj 
•eller'a,  and  dleputed  acalnet  tolermUam  with  mm  Dr  H^w^ 
TbU  mutt  bare  been  tne  dinner  DoCed  la  Ike  Icxi.  bwt  Ice 


Hvoibwy.  I 
•wmmi  Cmhn 


not  reconcile  tbe  dates,  and  the 
Queen  of  Denaarb,  wbkb  ban 
aecerUlnt  thai  the  data  of  the  . 
who  made  many  of  hie  notet  on  _ 
conftMed  v».  mnet,  I  tbtaibi  hav« 

hll  MM  of  tUl  COaTifMllOB. 
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gnJ&oa  of  the  swallows;  the  stronger  ones 
miffrate,  the  others  do  not.** 

Boswvuu  **  I  am  well  assured  that  the 
people  of  Otaheite,  who  haTe  the  bread  tree, 
the  fruit  of  which  serves  them  for  bread, 
laughed  heartily  when  they  were  informed  of 
the  tedious  process  necessary  with  us  to  haye 
bread;  plowmg,  sowing,  harrowing,  reaping, 
threshing,  grinding,  balung.**  Johbsoii.  **  Why, 
Sir,  all  ignorant  savages  will  laugh  when  they 
ire  told  of  the  advantages  of  civilised  life. 
Were  yon  to  tell  men  who  livewitiiout  houses, 
how  we  pile  brick  upon  brick,  and  rafter  upon 
Tsfter,  and  that  after  a  house  b  raised  to  a  cer- 
tain hdffht,  a  man  tumbles  off  a  scaffolc^  and 
breaks  his  neck ;  he  would  laugh  heartily  at 
oar  folly  in  building ;  but  it  does  not  follow 
that  men  are  better  without  houses.  No,  Sir, 
(holding  up  a  slice  of  a  good  loaf),  this  is 
better  than  the  bread  tree.** 

He  repeated  an  argument  which  is  to  be 
found  in  his  ^  Rambler,**  against  the  notion  that 
the  brute  creation  is  endowed  with  the  faculty 
of  reason :  ^  Birds  build  by  instinct ;  they 
aever  improve ;  they  build  their  first  nest  as 
weO  as  any  one  they  ever  build.**  6oiJ>SMrrH. 
**  Yet  we  see,  if  you  take  away  a  bird's  nest 
with  the  egg^i  in  it,  she  will  make  a  slighter 
nest  and  lay  again.**  Jobmson.  ^  Sir,  that  is 
because  at  first  she  has  full  time,  and  makes 
her  nest  deliberately.  In  the  case  you  mention 
she  is  pressed  to  lay,  and  must  therefore  make 
her  nest  quickly,  and  consequently  it  will  be 
slight.**  GoiJ>SMiTH.  ^  The  nidification  of 
birds  is  what  is  least  known  in  natural  history, 
thoueli  one  of  the  most  curious  things  in  it.** 

I  introduced  the  subject  of  toleration.' 
JoaKSOK.  ^  Every  society  has  a  right  to  pre- 
serve public  peace  and  order,  and  therefore 
bas  a  good  ric^ht  to  prohibit  the  propasation 
of  opinions  which  have  a  dangerous  tendency. 
To  say  the  magUirate  has  this  right,  is  using  an 
inadeqiiate  word :  it  is  the  society  for  which  the 
msgistrate  is  agent.'  He  ma^  be  morally  or 
theolo«ncally  wrong  in  restrainmg  the  propaga- 
tion of  opinions  which  he  thinks  dangerous, 
but  he  is  politically  right.**  Mato.  **  I  am  of 
opinion.  Sir,  that  every  man  is  entitled  to 
liberty  of  conscience  in  religion ;  and  that  the 
magistrate  cannot  restrain  that  right**  Jorh- 
S09.  ^  Sir,  1  agree  with  you.  Every  man  has 
a  right  to  liberty  of  conscience,  and  with  that 
the  magistrate  cannot  interfere.  People  con- 
found liberty  of  thinking  with  liberty  of  talk- 
ing; nay,  with  liberty  of  preaching.  Every 
man  has  a  physical  right  to  think  as  he  pleases; 
<  for  it  cannot  be  discovered  how  be  thinks. 
He  has  not  a  moral  right,  for  he  ought  to  in- 
fonn  himself,  and  think  justly.  But,  Sir,  no 
member  of  a  society  has  a  right  to  teach  any 
doctrine  contrary  to  what  the  society  holds  to 

*  1  BBij  taflM  tbif  oecaflon  for  ooddng  that  of  which  we 
■eet  lo  many  fntUocef  —  BotwelPs  perrerse,  but  for  ut 
fottonaft*,  locllnadoD  to  introduce  lubjects  that  be  hoped 
')  dUEerence  asd  debate.  —  C  BOKKB. 


I 


be  true.  The  magistrate,  I  say,  may  be  wrong 
in  what  he  thinks :  but  while  he  thinks  him- 
self right,  he  may  and  ought  to  enforce  what 
he  thinks.**  Mato.  "  Then,  Sir,  we  are  to  re- 
main always  in  error,  and  truth  never  can 
prevail ;  and  the  magistrate  was  right  in  per- 
secuting the  first  Christians.**  Johnson.  **  Sir, 
the  only  method  by  which  religious  truth  can 
be  established  is  by  martyrdom.  The  magis- 
trate has  a  right  to  enforce  what  he  thimcs ; 
and  he  who  is  conscious  of  the  truth  has  a 
right  to  suffer.  I  am  afraid  there  is  no  other 
wa^r  of  ascertaining  the  truth,  but  by  perse- 
cution on  the  one  hand  and  enduring  it  on  the 
other."  Goldsmith.  *'  But  how  is  a  man  to 
act,  Sir?  Though  firmly  convinced  of  the 
truth  of  his  doctrine,  may  he  not  think  it 
wrong  to  expose  himself  to  persecution  ?  Has 
he  a  right  to  do  so  ?  Is  it  not,  as  it  were,  com- 
mitting voluntary  suicide  ?  *'  Johnson.  "  Su*, 
as  to  voluntary  suicide,  as  you  call  it,  there  are 
twenty  thousand  men  in  an  army  who  will  go 
without  scruple  to  be  shot  at,  and  mount  a 
breach  for  nvepence  a  day.**  Goldsmith. 
But  have  they  a  moral  right  to  do  this?** 
Johnson.  **Nay,  Sir,  if  you  will  not  take  the 
universal  opinion  of  mankind,  I  have  nothing 
to  say.  If  mankind  cannot  defend  their  own 
way  of  thinking,  I  cannot  defend  it.  Sir,  if  a 
man  is  in  doubt  whether  it  would  be  better  for 
him  to  expose  himself  to  martyrdom  or  not, 
he  should  not  do  it.  He  must  be  convinced 
that  he  has  a  delegation  from  heaven.**  Gold- 
smith. "  I  would  consider  whether  there  is  the 
greater  chance  of  good  or  evil  upon  the  whole. 
If  I  see  a  man  who  has  fallen  into  a  well,  I 
would  wish  to  help  him  out ;  but  if  there  is  a 
greater  probability  that  he  shall  pull  me  in, 
uian  that  I  shall  pull  him  out,  I  would  not 
attempt  it.  So,  were  I  to  go  to  Turkey,  I 
might  wish  to  convert  the  grand  signior  to  the 
Clmstian  faith ;  but  when  1  considered  that  I 
shoidd  probably  be  put  to  death  without  effec- 
tuating my  purpose  in  any  degree,  I  should 
keep  myself  quiet.**  Johnson.  '*  Sir,  jou  must 
consider  that  we  have  perfect  and  imperfect 
obligations.  Perfect  obligations,  which  are 
generally  not  to  do  something,  are  clear  and 
positive ;  as, '  Thou  shalt  not  kiU.*  But  charity, 
for  instance,  is  not  definable  by  limits.  It  is  a 
duty  to  give  to  the  poor ;  but  no  man  can  say 
how  much  another  should  give  to  the  poor,  or 
when  a  man  has  given  too  little  to  save  his 
soul.  In  the  same  manner  it  is  a  duty  to  in- 
struct the  ignorant,  and  of  consequence  to 
convert  infidels  to  Christianity;  but  no  man  in 
the  common  course  of  things  is  obliged  to 
carry  this  to  such  a  degree  as  to  incur  the 
danger  of  martyrdom,  as  no  man  is  obliged  to 
strip  himself  to  the  shirt  in  order  to  give 
chuity.    I  have  said,  that  a  man  must  be  per- 

*  This  ft  the  rationale  of  the  interfereoce  of  the  magiatrate 
In  any  ease.—  CaoKaa,  1846. 
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snnded  that  he  has  a  partienlar  dele^tion  from 
heaven.*'  Goij>8MITH.  **How  ii  this  to  be 
known  ?  Our  first  reformers^  who  were  bamt 
for  not  beliering  bretd  and  wine  to  be  Christ 

^**  JoflMsoH  (tntennipiing  him).  ^  Sir,  they 

were  not  burnt  for  not  beueying  bread  and 
wine  to  be  Christ,  but  for  insoiUng  those  who 
did  bdieve  iL'  And,  Sir,  when  the  frrst  re- 
formers b^pin,  thej  did  not  intend  to  be 
martTred:  ss  maaj  of  them  ran  awajr  as 
couhL**  BoswsLL.  '*  But|  Sir,  there  was  your 
connlrjman  Elwal',  who  jou  told  me  chal- 
lenged King  George  with  his  black-guards,  and 
his  red-guards.**  Johxbov.  **  Mj  coaatrjman, 
Elwid,  Sir,  should  have  been  put  in  the  stocks 
—a  proper  pulpit  for  him ;  snd  he*d  have  had 
a  numerous  audience.  A  man  who  preaches  in 
the  stocks  will  alwajs  have  hearers  enough.** 
BoawBUU  ^  But  Elwal  thought  himsdf  in  the 
rigfct.**  JooMSOK.  **  We  sre  not  providing  for 
mad  peofde ;  there  are  places  for  them  in  the 
neigfaoourhood  **  (meaning  Moorfields).  Mato. 
''But,  Sir,  is  it  not  verj  hard  that  I  should 
not  be  allowed  to  teach  mj  children  what  I 
reallv  believe  to  be  the  truth?**  Jomrsov. 
''  Wh/,  Sir*  jaa  miebt  contrive  to  teach  jour 
ohildrni  extra  setm&bam ;  but,  Sir,  the  magis- 
trate, if  he  knows  it,  has  a  right  to  restrain 
you.  Suppose  you  t^ch  your  children  to  be 
thieves?*^  MATa    "^Thuis  makmsajokeof 


this  table,  and  chopping  off  his  fingerii  the  na* 
giatrate,  as  guardian  of  the  oommuaitj,  hsi  no 
authority  to  restrain  him,  Iwwcver  he  SMgbt  do 
it  from  kindness  ss  apaxent. — Thoagh,iDdnd, 
iqx>n  more  consideration,  I  think  he  nuj;  m 
it  is  probable,  that  he  who  is  cfaoppiBg  off  Us 
own  figures,  may  soon  proceed  to  chop  off  ihost 
of  other  people.^  If  I  think  it  right  to  itai 
Mr. Dilijrs  p^ate,  I  am  a  bad  nua;  bat  ke 
can  say  nothing  to  me.  If  I  m^e  sn  open 
declaration  that  I  think  se^  he  will  keep  me 
out  of  his  house.  If  I  put  forth  my  head,  I 
shall  be  sent  to  Newgate  This  k  the  gr^ 
tion  of  thinking,  preadiing,  and  actug:  if  a 
thinks   errooeondy,  he  may  keep  Us 


man 


the  subjeet**  Jobmson.  *'  Nay,  Su*,  take  H 
thus :  *-  that  you  teach  them  the  community 
of  goods ;  for  which  there  are  as  many  plausibb 
arguments  as  for  most  erroneous  doctrines. 
You  teach  them  that  all  things  at  first  were  in 
common,  and  that  no  man  had  a  right  to  any 
thing  but  as  be  laid  his  hands  upon  it ;  and 
that  this  still  is,  or  ought  to  be,  the  rule 
amonpt  mankind.  Here,  Sir,  yon  sap  a  great 
princi{>le  in  society,  —  property.  And  don*t 
you  think  the  magistrate  would  nave  a  right  to 
prevent  you?  C&,  suppose  you  should  teadi 
your  children  the  notion  of  ue  Adamites,  and 
they  should  run  naked  into  the  streets,  would 
not  the  magistrate  have  a  right  to  fiog  *em  into 
their  doubkU  ?  **  Mato.  **  I  think  the  ma- 
gistrate has  no  right  to  interfere  till  there  is 
some  ovwt  act  P  **  BoewnuL  '*  So,  Sir,  thoog^ 
he  sees  an  enemy  to  the  state  charging  a 
Uunderbuss,  he  is  not  to  interfere  tiB  it  is 
fired  oSl  **  Mato.  ^  He  must  be  sure  of  its 
direction  s^ainst  the  state.**  Jomcsoii.  "^  The 
magistrate  u  to  judge  of  that.  He  has  no  right 
to  restrain  your  Uunking,  because  the  evil 
centres  in  yourself.    If  a  man  were  sitting  at 

1  Thk  MMDS  to  tw  attcMBthar  cootnnr  to  the  teot.  Tho 
•nt  rofiwiDora,  whethor  or  Gemanj  or  EncUnd,  were  cor- 
taloljr  ooc  boraed  for  InnldDf  Individual :  tiioy  wvre  baniod 
for  liorcev  ;  and  ahomlnahJo  at  tkat  waa,  k  was  loia  loda- 
fintiblo  ttao  what  Johotoo  U  laM  to  hare  itated,  that  thej 
wovo  horaid  fer  Itumtimg  Indlrldoali :  but.  tDdecd,  I  can 
hardlf  donbl  Hut  Boawelri  uoto  ofthU  rafild  dlKowloii  at  a 
dinoor  taMe  was  verr  fanperfbct.  ^^  Cnoass,  1131. 1S46. 

•  soo«ii»,p.m4 c; 

*  Tbo  Maglitrato  ndght  far  bettor  reaMma  t  oithor  eoa- 
pectint  hnanltf  \  or,  beauuo  he  that  mutUatci  hlmaeir  be- 
co«Ma  a  burden  upon  otber* ;  or,  becauic  no  dtiicn  of  a  ttate 
hat  a  rithi  to  dUable  htmaelf  from  the  perronnaoce  of 
hie  acliro  dntlee. »  Cbokm. 


thou2;hts  to  himself  and  nobody  will  tniaUe 
him ;  if  he  preaches  erroneous  doctrine,  socierf 
may  expel  aim ;  if  he  acts  in  oonaequence  of 
it,  the  law  takes  place,  and  he  is  haaged." 
Mato.    ''But,  Sir,  ought  not  ChristisBi  to 
have  liberty  of  conscience?"  JminoH.    *'l 
have  already  told  you  so.  Sir  ?  Ton'rs  comiaf 
back  to  where  you  were.*'    Boawiu.    *'pr. 
Mayo  is  always  taldag  a  return  post-€hsi9e» 
and  going  the  stage  over  again.    He  hai  it  at 
half-price.**  JonmoH.  "^Dr-MajOi  like  ote 
champions  for  unlimited  tokratiOB,  has  got  • 
set  of  words.^    Sir,  it  is  no  matter,  politiaOy. 
whether   the  magwtrate  be  rigiit  or  ^Mi|* 
SuMMMc  a  club  were  to  be  formed,  to  d» 
oonnision  to  ELing  George  the  Third,  sad  t 
happy  restoration  to  Charifls  the  Third,  tto  , 
woiud  be  vay  bad  with  respect  to  the  stale ; 
but  every  member  of  that  dlub  must  either 
conform  to  its  rules,  or  be  tsmed  oat  of  it 
Old  Baxter,  I  remember,  imitntaina,  that  the 
magistrate  should  'tolerate  all  thtnga  thai  st 
tolerable.*  This  is  no  good  definiiiott  of  tokn- 
tion  upon  any  principle;  bot  it  shows  thst  fe 
thought   some    things  were    not  toUftbltr 
T0F1.ABT.     "Sir,    yon  have  vntwifted  thii 
difficult  subject  with  great  dexteri^.** 

During  this  ai^gument,  Groldsnulh  sal  ia 
restless  agitation,  from  a  wiak  to  get  in  sa4 
sAtne.  Finding  hinoelf  excluded,  he  had  tiktt 
hia  hat  to  ^  awav,  but  remained  lor  fone 
time  with  it  m  his  band,  like  n  gnmcater,  vho, 
at  the  close  of  a  long  night,  lingera  fcr  a  V»ttk 
while,  to  see  if  he  can  have  a  faTowmble  «pe^ 
ing  to  finish  with  success.  Once,  when  he  «a» 
banning  to  speak,  he  found  himtsif  otcr* 
powered  by  the  loud  voice  of  Johnsoiv  vk> 
was  at  the  opposite  end  of  the  table,  and  'i^' 
not  perceive  Goldsmith's  attenuyt.  Thu*  aiv 
appomted  of  his  wish  to  obtain  tne  attentii-n  *m 


He 


*  Dr.  Majo*i  calm  trtnper  and  ■tradj 
dered  him  an  admirable  sohfect  for  thu 
Johnton's  poworftil  abiiltm. 
rrlureted   blowt.  remained 
flrrt.    Tlie  •cintlllatinns  of  JobOKm**'  gM^k 
lime  ho  was  etruck.  without  hfe  lerMrtafr 
he  obcahied  the  epithet  of  Tke 
Boswell  talkt  at  U  thoM  encounter* 
to  hare  obulned  Dr.  MefO  a 
Is  certain  that  Johnson  ' 
d«3r,  when  he  did  not  even  know 
tiace  that  he  mot  hlra 


ctf  1^ 


m  SI  ^* 


boi   • 
I 


Mr.&i. 


BOSWELL'S  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


263 


I 


the  ooupftajt  Goldsmitik  in  a  pa»ioD  threw 
down  hit  haty  tonking  angriljr  at  Johnson*  and 
acUiflung  in  a  bitter  tone,  "*  TaA«  iL**  When 
Toplad/  was  vAog  to  speak,  Johnson  nttered 
some  soand,  which  led  Groldsmith  to  think  that 
be  was  beginning  sgain,  and  taking  the  words 
from  Topiad/.  Upon  which,  he  seiaed  this 
oppertonitr  of  renting  his  own  enry  and 
spleen,  under  the  piretext  of  supporting  another 
penon:  " Str,**  said  he  to  Jcwnson,  **the  gen- 
deman  has  heard  jon  patientljr  for  an  hour : 
pisj  allow  ns  now  to  near  hun."  Jobbsoh 
(itemty).  '^Sir,  I  was  not  interrupting  the 
gentleman.  I  was  only  giTing  him  a  si^al  of 
mj  sttentioQ.  I%r,  you  are  impertment.*' 
Goldsmidi  made  no  rmy,  but  continued  in 
die  company  for  some  tone. 

A  geirtleman  present '  Tentured  to  adc  Dr. 
JoluBon  if  there  was  not  a  material  difference 
m  to  tderation  of  opimons  which  lead  to  action, 
nd  cpinions  merely  speculatiTe ;  for  instance, 
wottla  it  be  wrong  m  the  magistrate  to  tolerate 
those  who  preach  against  the  doctrine  of  the 
Trinity  f  Johnson  was  highly  offended,  and 
Mid,  **I  wonder.  Sir,  how  a  gentleman  of  your 
piety  can  introduce  this  subject  in  a  mixed 
ooopany.**  He  told  me  afterwards,  that  the 
inpropnety  was,  that  perhaps  some  of  the  com- 
pinj  might  hare  talked  on  the  subject  in  such 
terms  u  nngfat  hare  shocked  him ;  or  he  might 
biTe  been  forced  to  BPP^ar  in  their  eyes  a 
osrrow-minded  man.  The  gentleman,  with 
sobmisRTe  deference,  said,  he  nad  only  hinted 
at  the  question  from  a  desire  to  hear  Dr.  Jehn« 
Mn*s  oDumm  upon  it.  Johhson.  **  Why  then. 
Sir,  I  Vbask  that  permitting  men  to  preach  any 
opinion  cuntrary  to  the  doctrine  of  the  esta^ 
Miihed  churdi,  tends,  in  a  certain  degree,  to 
lessen  the  authority  of  the  church,  and,  con* 
seqaendy,  to  lesaen  the  influenoe  of  religion." 
**It  may  be  eonsidered,**  said  the  gentleman, 
**  whether  it  would  not  be  politic  to  tolerate  in 
tndi  a  ease.**  JomisoiH.  **Sir,  we  have  been 
tslkiiig  of  rigJU  :  tins  is  another  question.  I 
tknik  ft  is  not  politic  to  tolerate  in  such  a 


Though  he  did  not  think  it  fit  that  so  awful 
*  tabjeet  should  be  introduced  in  a  mixed 
oomnaiij,  md  therefore  at  this  time  wared  the 
tbeQlo|iad  question;  yet  his  own  orthodox 
Mief  m  the  sacred  mTStery  of  llie  Trinity  is 
f^oed  beyond  doubt,  by  the  following  passage 
in  hn  priTate  devotions :  — 

**  O  Lord,  bear  my  prayer,  for  Jcsni  Christ's 
nke ;  to  whom  with  thee  and  the  Holy  Ghost, 
^^  pnmm»  amd  omt  Gos,  be  all  honour  and  glor  j, 
vorldwhhowt  cod.  Ansa.*    [P^.  and  MttL,^  40.] 


BoswxtL.  "  P^,  Mr.  Dillr,  how  does  Dr. 
I  Leland*8«  *  History  of  Ireland '  sell  ?**  Jona- 
I  *o'  (bursting  forth  with  a  generous  indig- 


,  p.  MB.  a.  1    His  HiMtoTj  of  Ireland,  In  threa 
m  pobUabtd  In  1771.^  Wiiigbt. 
'  -lot  foTfit  Uwt  Jobnton  had.  In  bii  Mrtler  life, 
I7  a  Tory  but  a  Jacobite.  — >  Cioaia. 


nation).  '*The  Irish  are  in  a  most  unnatural 
state ;  for  we  see  there  the  minority  prevailing 
over  the  majority.  There  is  no  instance,  even 
in  the  ten  persecutions,  of  such  severity  as  that 
which  the  Protestants  of  Ireland  have  exercised 
against  the  Catholics.  Did  we  tell  them  we 
have  conquered  them,  it  would  be  above  board : 
to  punish  them  by  confiscation  and  other  penal- 
ties, as  rebels,  was  monstrous  injustice.  King 
William  was  not  their  lawful  sovereign  * :  he 
had  not  been  acknowledged  bv  the  parliament 
of  Ireland,  when  they  appeerea  in  arms  against 
him.** 

I  here  suggested  something  favourable  of  the 
Roman  Catholics.  Topi.ai>t.  *' Docs  not  their 
invocation  of  saints  suppose  omnipresence  in 
the  saints?**  Johhsoh.  ** No,  Sir;  it  supposes 
only  pluri-presence  * ;  and  when  spirits  are  di- 
vested of  matter,  it  seems  probable  that  they 
should  see  with  more  extent  than  when  in  an 
embodied  state.  There  is,  therefore,  no  ap- 
proach to  an  invasion  of  any  of  the  divine  at- 
tributes, in  the  invocation  of  saints.  But  I 
think  it  is  will-worship,  and  presumption.  I 
see  no  command  for  it,  and  tnerefore  think  it 
is  safer  not  to  practise  it.** 

He  and  Mr.  Langton  and  I  went  together 
to  the  Club,  where  we  found  Mr.  Burke,  Mr. 
Garrick,  and  some  other  members,  and  amongst 
them  our  friend  Goldsmith,  who  sat  silently 
brooding  over  Johnson*s  reprimand  to  him  afler 
dinner.  Johnson  perceived  this,  and  said  aside 
to  some  of  us,  —  ^  TU  make  Groldsmith  forgive 
me;**  and  then  called  to  him  in  a  loud  voice, 
^^  Dr.  Goldsmith,  —  something  passed  to-day 
where  you  and  I  dined :  I  oSl  your  pardon. 
Groldsmith  answered  placidly,  '*It  must  be 
much  from  you,  Sir,  tnat  I  take  ill.**  And  so 
at  once  the  difference  was  over,  and  they  were 
on  as  easy  terms  as  ever,  and  Goldsmith  rattled 
away  as  usual. 

In  our  way  to  the  Club  to-night,  when  I  re- 
gretted that  Goldsmith  would,  upon  every  oc- 
casion, endeavour  to  shine,  by  which  he  often 
exposed  himself,  Mr.  Lanston  observed,  that 
he  was  not  like  Addison,  who  was  content  with 
the  fame  of  his  writings,  and  did  not  fdm  also 
at  excellency  in  conversation,  for  which  he 
found  himself  unfit :  and  that  he  said  to  a  lady 
who  complained  of  his  having  talked  little  in 
company,  **  Madam,  I  have  but  nine-pence  in 
ready  money,  but  I  can  draw  for  a  thousand 
pounds.**  X  observed  that  Goldsmith  had  a 
great  deal  of  gold  in  his  cabinet,  but,  not  con- 
tent with  that,  was  always  taking  out  his  purse. 
JoHKSOK.  **Yes,  Sir,  and  that  so  often  an 
empty  purse  I  ** 

Goldsmith's  incessant  desire  of  being  con- 
spicuous in  compsny  was  the  occasion  of  his 
sometimes  appearing  to  such  disadvantage  as 
one  should  hardly  Imve  supposed  possible  in  a 

*  Sortlj  it  implict  onni|n'eteno0  In  the  lama  waj  that 
jtnjtn  to  tha  Dtity  imply  onnisrmenoeL  And,  after  all, 
what  la  the  diflbranca,  to  our  bounded  reaion,  between  pimri' 
presence  and  aaurf-presenca  ?—  CaoKia. 

s  4 
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man  of  his  genius.  When  his  litenuy  repu- 
tation had  risen  deservedly  high,  and  his  societj 
was  much  courted,  he  became  yery  jealous  of 
the  extraordinary  attention  which  was  everj 
where  paid  to  Johnson.  One  eyening,  in  a 
circle  ot  wits,  he  found  fault  wiUi  me  for  talking 
of  Johnson  as  entitled  to  the  honour  of  im- 
questionable  superiority.  ^  Sir,**  said  he,  "you 
are  for  making  a  monarchy  of  what  should  be 
a  republic.**  * 

He  was  still  more  mortified,  when,  talking 
in  a  company  with  fluent  yiyacity,  and,  as  he 
flattered  nimself,  to  the  admiration  of  all  who 
were  present,  a  German  who  sat  next  him,  and 
perceived  Johnson  rolling  himself  as  if  about 
to  speak,  suddenly  stopped  him,  saying,  '*  Stay, 
stay  —  Toctor  Shonson  is  going  to  say  some- 
thing.** This  was,  no  doubt,  very  provoking, 
especially  to  one  so  irritable  as  Goldsmith,  who 
frequently  mentioned  it  with  strong  expressions 
of  indignation. 

It  may  also  be  observed,  that  Goldsmith  was 
sometimes  content  to  be  treated  with  an  easy 
familiarity,  but  upon  occasions  would  be  con- 
sequential and  important.  An  instance  of  this 
occurred  in  a  small  particular.  Johnson  had 
a  way  of  contracting  the  names  of  his  friends : 
as,  Beauclerk,  Beau ;  Boswell,  Bozzy ;  Lang- 
ton,  Lanky ;  Murphy,  Mur ;  Sheridan,  Sherry. 
I  remember  one  day,  when  Tom  Davies  was 
telling  that  Dr.  Johnson  said,  **  We  are  all  in 
labour  for  a  name  to  Goldy's  play,**  Goldsmith 
seemed  displeased  that  such  a  liberty  should  be 
taken  with  his  name,  and  said,  **  I  have  often 
desired  him  not  to  call  me  Ooldy.**  Tom  was 
remarkably  attentive  to  the  most  minute  cir- 
cumstance about  Johnson.  I  recollect  his  tell- 
ing me  once,  on  my  arrival  in  London,  ''  Sir, 
our  great  friend  has  made  an  improvement  on 
his  appellation  of  old  Mr.  Sheridan :  he  calls 
him  now  Sherry  deny.** 

JOHNSON  TO  THE  REV.  MR.  BAGSH AW, 

At  Bromley, 

••  iUy  8.  I77J. 
Sia,  —  I  return  you  my  sincere  thanks  for  your 
additions  to  my  IHetionary ;  but  the  new  edition 
has  been  published  tome  time,  and  therefore  I  can- 
not now  make  use  of  them.  Whether  I  shall  ever 
reviae  it  more,  I  know  not     If  many  readers  had 


*  It  has  bMQ  iUted  In  some  of  the  DaiiMroas  faMet  and 
fbrgw^spttMi»h«d  In  hoooar  of  BuooaparUt,  that,  repirulnf 
the  flattery  of  one  of  hli  literary  courtleri,  be  Bhould  have 
said,  *'  Pour  Dieu,  Ui^sei-noiu  au  molns  m  rtptMicwe  de» 
lettret:*  Bat  this  Is  undoubtedly  IUm,  and.  instead  of  being 
said  Ay,  It  was  said  <{<',  him.  Perhaps,  after  all.  the  French 
story  may  be  but  a  Terelon  of  this  bim  sMf  of  Goldsmith.  — 
CtoKia. 

*  The  Her.  Thomas  Bag shaw,  M.  A.,  who  died  on  the 
Mth  of  November.  1787,  in  the  teTenty-serenth  year  of  his 
age.  chaplain  of  Bromley  College,  In  Kent,  ana  rector  of 
8outh«fleet.  He  had  retlgned  the  ctire  of  Bromley  parish 
some  time  before  bis  dt^ath.  For  this,  and  another  letter 
from  Dr.  Johnion  In  17S4.  to  the  same  truly  respecUble 
man,  1  am  Indebted  to  Dr.  John  Ixireday,  of  tne  Commons, 
a  son  of  the  lal^  learned  and  pious  John  Loveday.  Esq.,  of 
Cat eriham.  In  Berkthire,  who  obllgin(ly  transcrlbrd  them 
for  me  from  the  originals  In  his  possession.    The  worthy 


been  as  judicious,  as  diligent,  and  as  enmrnaaJcsdn 
aa  yourself,  my  work  had  been  better  The  world 
must  at  present  take  it  as  it  is^  I  am,  Sir,  700 
most  obliged  and  most  himible  servant. 

"San.  JOBHSOII.* 


On  Sunday,  May  8.',  I  dined  with  Johnson 
at  Mr.  Langton*8  with  Dr.  Beattie  and  some 
other  company.  He  descanted  on  the  subject 
of  literary  property.  ^  There  wtesa^  siud  he, 
«« to  be  in  authors  a  stronger  right  of  property 
than  that  bjr  occupancr ;  a  metaphjsicsl  right, 
a  right,  as  it  were,  of  creation,  which  should 
from  its  nature  be  perpetual ;  but  the  conseot 
of  nations  is  against  it ;  and  indeed  resson  and 
the  interests  of  learning  are  against  it;  for 
were  it  to  be  perpetual,  no  book,  however  a«e- 
ful,  could  be  universally  diffused  amon^  msii- 
kind,  should  the  proprietor  take  it  mto  hii 
head  to  restrain  its  circulation.  No  book  could 
have  the  advantage  of  being  edited  with  noteit 
however  necessary  to  its  elucidation,  should 
the  proprietor  perversely  oppose  it.  For  the 
general  good  or  the  world,  tnerefore,  whatever 
valuable  work  has  once  been  created  by  an 
author,  and  issued  out  by  him,  should  be  u]lde^ 
stood  as  no  longer  in  his  power,  but  as  belcog* 
ing  to  the  public ;  at  the  same  time  the  sathor 
is  entitled  to  an  adequate  reward.  This  he 
should  have  by  an  exclusive  right  to  his  work 
for  a  considerable  number  of  years.** 

He  attacked  Lord  Monboddo*8  strange  speco- 
lation  on  the  primitive  state  of  htmuua  nature; 
observing,  ^*  sir,  it  is  all  conjecture  about  s 
thing  useless,  even  were  it  known  to  be  true- 
Knowledge  of  all  kinds  is  good.  Conjecture, 
as  to  things  useful,  is  good ;  but  conjecture  is 
to  what  it  would  be  useless  to  know,  such  i^ 
whether  men  went  upon  all  four,  is  very  i<ili- 

On  Monday,  May  9.^  as  I  was  to  set  out  «Ji 
my  return  to  Scotland  next  morning,  I  vt| 
desirous  to  see  as  much  of  Dr.  Johnson  ss  I 
could.  But  I  first  called  on  Goldsmith  to  tale 
leave  of  him.  The  jealousy  and  envy,  which, 
though  possessed  of  many  most  amiable  qus- 
lities,  he  frankly  avowed,  broke  out  violently 
at  this  interview.*  Upon  another  occasiiA 
when  Goldsmith  confessed  himself  to  be  of  «& 
envious  disposition,  I  contended  with  John^n 
that  we  ought  not  to  be  angry  with  him.  he 
was  so  canmd  in  owning  it    ^  Xay,  Sir,**  tatd 


geiitleraui,  havhig  retired  fhmi  hmfaMva,  now  Uvt*  to  V»' 
vickshira.  The  world  hai  hmtn  talrly  obUffd  t»  htm  « !>• 
editor  of  the  lata  Rev.  Dr.  TovD««m*»  racrllcal  •"*• 
modMtly  coUtlKl  "  A  DUeourM  oo  tJ»«  Evangeliral  H  •'■'*^. 
from  the  Intennent  to  the  Atorniloo  of  our  Lord  and  ^'*<^ 
Jetttt  Christ;**  to  which  U  predxed  a  trulj  tatowM.u  ^^ 
pleasloc  account  of  the  author.  Itf  the  Rev.  Mr.  lUlpb  ^^ir. 

too Boawux.    Dr.  John  Lovedap  diad  Mareh  «■  W«.  ' 

hl«  sixty.tlsth  jTMr.    Gtmi,  Jtfiy^  11^  ItJO.  —  CwaUM. 

*  Mlidate  for  the  9th Caoan. 

«  Miadale  for  10th.  —  Caous.  ^. 

*  1  wonder  whj  BoiweU  ao  often  illifilsii  •  —^e"**; 
feellnf  toward*  GoldnBtth?  Rlralrr  iar  Jiihnain*  |«*^ 
grace*.  perha|M.  —  WALTia  8co«T.  Or  j 
the  Seoirh  and  the  IrUh  ?  or.  more  prnniiy. 
were  hoth  obtru«Ue,  weddliag.  and  vnia,  aad  •  ^ 
other.  I  ahould  have  baen  more  aiiiprtwd  tf  Ift^f  had  am  • 
mutual  liking.  .Cnoua,  IS4t. 


••t*^ 
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Jolmsoii,  '^we  moit  be  angry  tliat  a  man  baa 
such  a  superabundance  of  an  odious  qualttj, 
that  he  cannot  keep  it  within  his  own  breast, 
but  it  boils  oyer.**  In  my  opinion,  however, 
Goldsmith  had  not  more  of  it  tnan  other  people 
have,  bat  only  talked  of  it  freely. 

He  now  seemed  very  angry  that  Johnson 
▼as  going  to  be  a  traveller ;  said  "  he  would 
be  a  dead  weight  for  me  to  carry,  and  that  I 
ihould  never  be  able  to  lu^  him  along  through 
the  Hif^hlands  and  Hebri^.**  Nor  would  he 
pitienuv  allow  me  to  enlarge  upon  Johnson*s 
▼onderful  abilities ;  but  ezcuimed,  **  Is  he  like 
Burke,  who  winds  into  a  subject  like  a  ser- 
pent ?"  "But,"  said  I,  "  Johnson  is  the  Her- 
cules who  strangled  serpents  in  his  cradle.** 

I  dined  with  Dr.  Johnson  at  Greneral  PaolPs. 
He  wss  obliged,  by  indisposition,  to  leave  the 
company  eariy ;  he  i^pointed  me,  however,  to 
meet  hmi  in  the  evening  at  Mr.  (now  Sir 
Robert)  Chambers*s,  in  the  Temple,  where  he 
accordingly  came,  though  he  continued  to  be 
Tery  ilL  Chambers,  as  is  conunon  on  such 
occasions,  prescribed  various  remedies  to  him. 
JoHKSON  (fretted  by  pain).  "Pr'ythee  don't 
tease  me.  Stay  till  I  am  well,  and  then  you 
shall  tell  me  how  to  cure  myself.**  He  grew 
better,  and  talked  with  a  noble  enthusiasm  of 
keeping  up  the  representation  of  respectable 
families.  His  zeal  on  this  subject  was  a  cir- 
cumstance in  his  character  ezceedinffly  remark- 
able, when  it  b  considered  that  he  himself  had 
no  pretensions  to  blood.  I  heard  him  once 
say,  ^*  I  have  great  merit  in  being  zealous  for 
subordination  and  the  honours  of  birth ;  for  I 
j  can  hardly  tell  who  was  my  grandfather.**  He 
.  maintained  the  dignity  and  proprie^  of  male 
I  succession,  in  opposition  to  tne  opimon  of  one 
of  our  friends',  who  had  that  day  employed 
Mr.  Chambers  to  draw  his  will,  devising  his 
estate  to  his  three  sbters,  in  preference  to  a 
remote  heir  nude.  Johnson  called  them  ^  three 
dowdies,**  and  said,  with  as  high  a  spirit  as  the 
boldest  baron  in  the  most  pmect  days  of  the 
feudal  system,  ^  An  ancient  estate  should  always 
go  to  males.  It  is  mighty  foolish  to  let  a 
stranger  have  it  because  he  marries  your 
daughter,  and  takes  your  name.  As  for  an 
fstate  newly  acquired  by  trade,  you  may  eive 
it)  if  Tou  wiU,  to  the  dog  TWser,  and  let  him 
'  bep  his  mm  name.** 

I  have  known  him  at  times  exceedingly 
diverted  at  what  seemed  to  others  a  very  smaU 
sport  He  now  laughed  immoderately,  without 
u/  reason  that  we  could  perceive,  at  our 
fiiend^s  making  his  will :  callea  him  the  iutator^ 


^  ft  iMBM,  from  manj  dreoraiUncM.  that  this  wm  Mr. 

^"1''*  t  and  Uwt  ttavre  wu  •ometbtnf  more  In  the  nattor 

wa  •  nicr*  wUr  of  ontimely  mirth.    It  la  entain  chat 

^  fricndtblp  of   "  twrntj  jean'  lUikUnf "    {po§i,   9Sd 

^|>|iuc«  1771)  hetwMB  JohiMoa  and  Langtoo,  luffered,  ahoot 

!«•(<«•.  ft  Mrimnlotemqplioo.  Johnton  choM  to  aKribota 

ftotha  rcptoof  ho  had  latalf  civon  Longton  at  Mr.  Dllljr*! 

table  (mij,  p.  «&);  hot.  u  they  all  dtoad  tofether  next 

'V  rt  LiBgUiD*!  own  boiue,  In  apparent  mod  bumoar.  It  la 

M  probAla  that  It  aroM  from  thia  afldrorthewlU 

Caaan. 


and  added,  ''I  dare  say  he  thinks  he  has  done 
a  mighty  thing.  He  won't  stay  till  he  gets 
home  to  his  seat  in  the  country,  to  produce 
this  wonderful  deed :  he  *11  call  up  the  landlord 
of^  the  first  inn  on  the  road ;  and,  afler  a 
suitable  preface  upon  mortality  and  the  uncer- 
tainty of  life,  will  tell  him  that  he  should  not 
delajr  in  making  his  will ;  and  here.  Sir,  will  he 
say,  is  my  will,  which  I  have  just  made,  with 
the  assistance  of  one  of  the  ablest  lawyers 
in  the  kingdom;  and  he  will  read  it  to  him 
(laughing  all  the  time).  He  believes  he  has 
made  this  will ;  but  he  did  not  make  it ;  you, 
Chambers,  made  it  for  him.  I  trust  you  nave 
had  more  conscience  than  to  make  him  say, 
'  being  of  sound  understanding  I  *  ha,  ha,  ha ! 
I  hope  he  has  left  me  a  legacy.  Td  have  his 
will  turned  into  verse,  like  a  ballad.** 

In  this  playful  manner  did  he  run  on,  exult- 
ing in  his  own  pleasantry,  which  certainly  was 
not  such  as  might  be  expected  from  the  author 
of  "The  Rambler,**  but  which  is  here  preserved, 
that  my  readers  may  be  acquainted  even  with 
the  slightest  occasional  characteristics  of  so 
emment  a  man. 

Mr.  Chambers  did  not  by  any  means  relish 
this  jocularity  upon  a  matter  of  which  pars 
magna  fiat\  and  seemed  impatient  till  he  got 
rid  of  us.  Johnson  could  not  stop  his  merri- 
ment, but  continued  it  all  the  way  till  he  got 
without  the  Temple  Gate.  He  then  burst  into 
such  a  fit  of  laughter,  that  he  appeared  to  be 
almost  in  a  convulsion ;  and,  in  order  to  sup- 
port himself,  laid  hold  of  one  of  the  posts  at  tne 
side  of  the  foot  pavement,  and  sent  forth  peals 
so  loud,  that  in  the  silence  of  the  night  his 
voice  seemed  to  resound  from  Temple  Bar  to 
Fleet  Ditch. 

This  most  ludicrous  exhibition  of  the  awful, 
melancholy,  and  venerable  Johnson,  happened 
well  to  counteract  the  feelings  of  sadness  which 
I  used  to  experience  when  parting  with  him 
for  a  considerable  time.  I  accompanied  him 
to  his  door,  where  he  ffave  me  his  blessing. 

He  records  of  himself  this  year  :— 

**  Between  Easter  and  Whitsuntide,  having  al- 
ways considered  that  time  as  propitious  to  study,  I 
attempted  to  learn  the  Low  Dutch  language.*' 
[Pr,i  Mtd.  p.  191.] 

It  is  to  be  observed,  that  he  here  admits  an 
opinion  of  the  human  mind  being  influenced 
by  seasons,  which  he  ridicules  in  his  writings. 
His  progress,  he  says,  was  interrupted  by  a 
fever,  "which,  by  the  imprudent  use  of  a  small 
print,  left  an  inflammation  in  his  useful  eye.** 


s  Mr.  Chambert  of  conn e  knew  more  of  the  real  itate  of 
the  aflUr  than  Boawell,  and  maj  have  been  offended  at  the 
mode  In  which  Johnion  treated  their  common  friend.  It  is 
abaurd  to  think  that  he  could  hare  felt  anj  displeasure  on  his 
own  part.  Even  bv  Boswell's  account,  nothing  could  be  less 
**plfl|(^**  than  Johnson's  tone,  and  the  mention  of  a  legacy, 
hare  and  in  a  subsequent  letter  (next  page),  makes  me  sus- 
pect that  there  was  some  personal  disappointment  at  the 
bottom  of  this  strange  obstreperous  and  sour  merriment.— 
CaoBi 
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We  cannot  bnl  admire  hif  tpirit,  wben  we 
know,  that  amidst  a  complication  of  bodily  and 
mental  diatreaai  ke  waa  atiU  animated  with  tke 
desire  of  intellectnal  improvement. '  Yarious 
notes  of  his  studies  appear  on  diflerent  dajs,  m 
his  manuscript  diary  of  this  year ;  such  as»  — > 

**  Imdioaei  ketiouem  fhttattmeM,  Fmhi  hUUmtm 
Cottj,  Fob,  BwrthnMM,  2^^  pnti&tttn  tKtutu  TVoa- 
dwm.  Ltffi  DineriaHom&m  Chriei  po&tnmam  dr  Aaf. 
2  of  Ciark*»  Sermomt,     JL  AftUamii  ymfnam  Metric 

Xta  CCn/BM  MTBHt  SoiMTU 


Let  this  serve  as  a  specimen  of  what  acces- 
sions of  literature  he  was  perpetually  infunng 
into  his  mind,  while  he  charged  himself  witn 
idleness. 

This  year  died  Mrs.  Salusbury  (mother  of 
Mrs.  Thrale),  a  lady  whom  he  appears  to  hare 
esteemed  mnch,  aaawhoee  memory  he  honoured 
with  an  epitaph.* 

In  a  letter  from  Edinburgh,  dated  the  29th 
of  May,  I  pressed  him  to  perserere  in  his  reso- 
lution to  make  this  year  the  projected  visit  to 
the  Hebrides,  of  which  he  ana  I  had  talked  for 
many  years,  and  which  I  was  confident  would 
afionl  us  mnch  entertainment. 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

"  JobMOB't  Coort,  July  %.  tTTS. 

'<  DKAa  StK, — When  your  kttsr  esma  to  me,  I 
wvt  to  darksfwd  by  ao  tnflannnataon  in  my  mf9  that 
1  could  not  Ibr  soma  tiaMvaad  it.  I  asm  now  wril« 
without  trouUe^  and  can  read  taiga  priaCs.  My 
eye  is  gvadaally  growing  Kraogcr;  and  I  hope 
will  he  able  to  take  some  delight  in  tfie  mmej  of 
a  Celedonian  h>ch. 

*'  Cbambaa  is  going  a  jodga,  with  ns  thowiand 
a  year,  to  Bengal.  He  and  1  shall  cone  down  to- 
gether as  frr  as  Mewwstle,  and  thence  I  shall  caaly 
get  to  Edinburgti.  Let  me  know  the  exact  time 
when  jour  eourts  intermit.  I  must  conform  a  little 
to  Chambers's  occasions,  and  be  roust  oonfom  a 
little  to  mine.  The  time  whieh  jou  shall  ^x  mnit 
be  the  common  point  to  which  we  will  come  as 
near  as  we  can.     Except  this  eje^  I  am  very  wd). 

*'  Beattia  is  so  caressed,  and  invited,  and  treated, 
and  liked,  and  flattered  by  the  great,  that  I  can  see 
nothing  of  him.  I  am  in  great  hope  that  he  will 
be  well  provided  for,  and  then  we  will  live  upon 
him  at  the  Mariachal  College,  without  pity  or 
modesty. 


1  Not  fix  nonttu  before  Mi  Anth,  be  wftbed 
Mm  ibe  tcale  cf  matiet  **  Dr.  Buraojr.  tseeb  ms 
elphAbot  of  joor  laacuste.'*— Bcamv. 

s  ThU  eT«Bt  alao  ftiniltb«l  bioi  witb  a  saMMt  of  mcdi- 
tMbrn  for  Um  eveataf  ef  Jom  tbe  ISib.  ea  wbkb  4er  tMs 
ladydledL  _ 

**  Prid«7,  Jooe  1&  1TTS.  Tbh  dsf .  after  dloner,  4le4  Mrs. 
Salutbory ;  the  bad  for  mmi**  da/t  almotl  lost  Uie  power  of 

Snkinff.    TMtonlay,  at  1  to«icb«d  ber  hand,  and  UsMd  it, 
e  prMMd  ny  taaiid  batweea  b«r  two  band*,  wblcb  tbo  pro. 
bably  InlMidod  ■•  tbe  Bwtlnf  canu.    At  Msbt  hm  ipMcb 
nod  a  Uldo  t  and  »bo  mM,  MMOf  elbtr  tbbisi,  to  bor 


M a  1^  11^  |0^„  without  takiag  UifC 

of  me,  and  is  gone  in  deep  dudgeon  to——.* 
Is  not  this  veiy  childish  ?  Where  it  aev  siy  le* 
gacy? 

**  I  hope  your  dear  lady  and  ber  deer  bebj  m 
both  well.  I  shall  see  them  too  when  I  come ;  tod 
I  have  that  opinion  of  your  chmcc^  at  to  tapcct 
that  wben  I  have  eeen  Mrs.  Boswell,  I  alisll  be  Ics 
wining  to  go  away.  I  am,  dear  Sir,  yonr  sflcctiuo- 
ate  hmnMe  ssrvant,  Sam.  Joamos. 

**  Write  to  me  as  soon  as  you  can.  Cbsdbm  is 
now  at  Oxford.** 

I  again  wrote  to  bim,  informing  Um  that  tbe 
court  of  session  rose  on  tbe  12Ui  of  Angost, 
hoping  to  see  bim  before  that  time,  and  ex- 
pressing, peiiii^  in  too  extravagant  terns,  oij 
admiration  of  him,  and  mj  expe^atioo  of  plcsr 
sure  from  our  intended  tour. 


JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 


**  Dsaa  8ia«<—  I  ahaU  set  out  from  Loodoo  ob  | 
Friday  the  6th  of  this  month,  and  parposc  net  f  i 
loiter  much  by  the  way.     Which  day  1  shall  be  u 
Edinburgh,  I  cannot  exactly  tell.     I  nippoK  I 
must  drive  to  an  inn,  and  send  a  porter  to  find  joe. 

«<  I  am  afraid  Beattie  will  not  be  at  fab  collect 
soon  enough  for  us,  and  I  Aall  be  sorry  tosiuc 
bim ;  bat  there  is  no  staying  for  the  coucuireuee 
ofallconvenieoeM.  We  wUI  do  «  well  as  we  en. 
I  am,  Shr,  your  moat  baflible  sui  at, 

«•  Sam.  Jamm^" 


\ 


JOHNSON  TO  BOSW£LL. 


«  Dsaa  Sta,_  Not  bang  at  Mr.  Tlirale't  whet 
your  letter  came,  I  had  written  the  indoeed  po?cr 
and  sealed  it ;  bringing  it  hither  tor  a  frank,  I  ^^ 
yoort.  If  any  thing  eovld  repiess  my  ardour,  a 
wooM  be  each  a  letter  as  yoiin.  To  dbsf^tit  t 
friend  is  unpleaBiag ;  aDdhethatfiBcmsexpcctatMrn 
Hha  yours,  mast  be  disappninted  Ihiak  «}?. 
whan  you  see  mcb  that  you  saa  a  man  who  b««* 
you,  and  is  prood  and  glad  that  you  love  htm.  i 
am*  Sir,  your  most  afiaetionatc, 


dMHbCer.lbevobadawrbtime,aBdlhevelba»«a»^  ' 
Tbto  sondiv,  botoe  eallod  about  nioo  tn  ttti  ht  p^."  > 
Mid.  at  partliM,  God  Mcm  tou.  Cor  Jtoua  €%riat*»  uk*    " 
■mfled^MPlaaeod.    Sbobadbar  ■eaaea  porbifa  totM»-^ 
iMBeiit.**X^rreNd  JM.  p.  IW.]  Ho  cewp4ai«a.  abo«:  um 
porkMl.  tbiU  bto  mouMry  bad  beoa  for  a  kwc  tim^  ^rrj  TT-*t 
contaaod  5  aad  tbai  BMaaa,  aod  penoM.  mad  et«rt»  •  *» 
awav  itranMlj  from  blaik  »•  But,"  bt  adds,  "  I  gf^w  ••-♦ 
[/*.».  I «.] —CaoKia. 

•  ^BoCb  tboto  bUaka  auut  be  tiled  wkb 
but  page.— Caoaaa. 
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CHAPTER  XXX. 
1773. 

Mjuom  Mti  mU  am  kU  Vitii  «»  the  Hebrid**,  •— 
Skdek  of  hU  CkaraeteTf  Figure,  and  Manner,  — 
He  arrive*  in  SeoHand.  — >  MemarabiUa.  —  Law  of 
Frteaiftimu ^  Trial  bg  JDud^^Mr.    Seait.^ 

Sir  WiOiam  FoeUe,  —  Practice  of  the   Law 

Emifraiion.  —  Sew,   Mr,   Carr,  —  Cfuef  Baron 

Ordt Dr.     Beattie    and    Mr.    Hume.  —  Dr. 

lUierUon,^Mr.  Bmrke.^  Gemme.—  WhHJUid 
and  W^akf.^FMkaiFwrtiee.'-GarrieL 

Dm.  iQmnamhaA\  Top  many  yean,  given  me 
hopes  that  we  ahmdd  go  together  and  yisit  the 
Hebridei.  Kartin*a  aeoonnt  of  thoae  idmnda 
had  impreaaed  na  with  a  notion,  that  wt  might 
ti^oe  oontemplste  a  ayatem  of  life  almoat  to- 
tally different  from  what  we  had  been  aecna* 
tomedtoaee;  nad  to  find  aimplicitj  and  wfld- 
nea,  and  idl  the  drcamatances  of  remote  tiaae 
or  pfanet  ao  near  to  our  natire  great  ialanda» 
was  an  ohjeet  within  the  reach  of  reaaoBaible 
cunoitt J.  Ehr.  Jofanaon  haa  aaid  m  hia  **  Jonr^ 
oey*  that  '^he  acaroelj  remembered  haw  llie 
wiahtOTiatt  the  Hefandes  waa  excited;**  but 
he  told  me,  in  rammer,  1768,  thst  hia  fiitfaer 
put  Martinra  aecoimt  into  hia  handa  when  he 
VIS  WT  jonng^  and  that  he  waa  nmcfa  pleaaed 
with  iL^  We  reckoned  there  wonld  be  aome 
iaconTcnienoea  and  hardshipa,  and  perbapa  a 
little  danger;  but  iheae,  we  were  peranaded, 
woe  ouamified  in  tiie  imagination  of  every 
My.  When  I  waa  at  Femejtin  1754, 1  men- 
tamed  oar  deamn  to  Yoltaire.  Helodcedatme, 
M  if  I  had  talked  of  gony  to  the  North  Pole, 
aad  said,  *^  Yom  do  not  malat  on  my  aocom- 
ptnyiny  yon  ?-— "  No,  so'.*'  "  Then  I  am 
very  williag  yoa  should  go.**  I  waa  not  afraid 
that  cor  cnriona  expedition  would  be  prevented 
^  such  ■f?y?*»f*»"*^« ;  but  I  doubted  that  it 
vodd  not  be  poeaible  to  prevail  on  Dr.  John- 
na  to  rdinqniab,  lor  aooae  time,  the  H^city  of 
a  London  life,  wlu<^  to  a  man  who  can  enjoy 
it  with  fall  iBtellectaal  relish,  ia  apt  to  make 
oisteoce  in  any  narrower  aphere  aeem  inaipid 


beglM  Cte  JOTtDil  or  IbeTeiir  to  tht  Hcbriiki,  to 
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or  irksome.  I  doirf>ied  that  he  woold  not  be 
willing  to  coaoe  down  from  hia  elevated  atale  of 
philosophical  dienity;  from  a  aaperiority  of 
wisdom  among  the  wve,  and  of  learning  among 
the  learned;  and  from  flaahinfj;  hia  wit  upon 
minds  bright  enough  to  reflect  it. 

He  had  diaappointed  mv  expectations  ao 
long,  that  I  began  to  d^air ;  but,  in  spring, 
1773,  he  talked  of  coming  to  Scotlana  that 
year  with  so  much  firmness,  that  I  hoped  he 
waa  at  laat  in  earnest.  I  knew  tibat,  y£  he  were 
once  launched  frcMn  the  metropolia,  he  wonld 
go  forward  very  well ;  and  I  got  onr  common 
friends  there  to  asaiat  in  aetting  him  afloat.  To 
Mrs.  llirale,  in  particnlar,  whme  enchantment 
over  him  addom  fuled,  I  waa  much  obliged.' 
It  waa,  ••  FH  give  thee  a  wind.**— "  Thou  art 
kind.*'  To  attract  him,  we  had  invitationa 
from  the  chiefr  Bfacdonald  and  Madeod ;  and, 
for  ad^tional  aid,  I  wrote  to  Lcvd  Elibank, 
jyr.  WiDiam  Robertson,  and  Dr.  Beattie. 

To  Dr.  Robertaon,  ao  ftr  aa  my  letter  con- 
cerned the  present  aubject,  I  wrote  aa  fbl- 
lowa: — 

"  Our  (Kend,  Mr.  fiunud  JohawB,  b  in  great 
health  and  spirits ;  and,  I  do  think,  haa  a  serious 
resolution  to  risit  Scotland  this  year.  The  more 
attaction,  however,  the  better;  and,  therefore, 
though  I  know  he  will  be  happy  to  meet  you  there, 
it  will  Ibnrard  tfie  seheBBe^  'li,  ia  yoor  answer  to 
this,  you  express  younelf  concerning  it  with  that 
power  of  which  you  are  so  happily  possessed,  and 
which  maybe  ao  directed  as  to  operate  strongly 
upon  hiaEL" 

His  answer  to  that  part  of  my  letter  waa 
quite  aa  I  could  have  wiahed.  It  waa  written 
witb  the  addreaa  and  perauaaion  of  tke  histo- 
rian of  America. 


*  When  I  saw  you  last,  you  gave  as  some  hopes 
th«t  yoa  might  pteratl  with  Mr.  Johnson  to  make 
out  ttiat  excursion  to  SeoUaaii^  with  the  expeeta. 
tion  of  which  we  have  long  flattered  ourselres.  If 
he  could  order  matters  so  as  to  pass  some  time  in 
Edinburgh,  about  the  dose  of  the  saaamer  season, 
and  then  visit  some  of  the  Highland  scenes,  I  am 
confident  he  would  be  pleased  with  the  grand  iha- 
turas  of  nature  in  many  parts  of  this  country :  bo 
will  meet  with  many   penons  here  who  rsqiect 


tHiMnofwrtllBf  AomtieMtDtinM.  Tenamr 

yoortclf  tolerablr  well  acgtuiiiitcd  wills  the  expedition.**— 

Lettere^  vol.  i.  p.  IB.  —  CaoKta. 

•  It  U  «llttad»  A  Deeeriptiom  <  the  Wwdem  Miir  ^ 
Seotland,  ha  M.  Martin^  GaU.,  1709.  A  »econd  edition  ap- 
peered  In  1761.  On  a  copy  of  Martin  tn  the  Adroeatet* 
Llbrarf  I  lbnnd,lait  sinanMr  <18MXthe  fivllowiog  note  in 
the  handwriting  of  Mr.  Botwell :  — 

**  Thie  Tory  book  aocnrapealed  Mr.  Sanrael  Johneon  and 
ma  la  our  Toor  to  the  Hebrfdee,  In  aatanm  1773.  Mr.  ioha- 
lon  told  me  that  he  had  reed  Martin  when  bawasTerjjouna. 
Martin  vas  a  natire  of  the  Isle  of  Sky*  whereanamber  of  hu 
rehiCivce  Mill  rarnaia.  Hit  book  la  a  rmy  InperfiKt  par- 
fonnence,  and  he  la  erroneous  as  to  many  partlculart,  oreta 
•ome  concerning  his  own  Island.  Tet,  as  it  is  the  only  book 
upeo  the  soblael  Is  is  vary  geoerallf  kaown.  1  hare  saea  a 
second  edklon  of  It.  1  cannot  hot  have  a  klndacas  for  bin* 
notwtthstaadtng  his  defisets. — Jamee  Boewett."  ->  XJrcom. 

*  She  gives.  In  one  of  her  letters  to  Dr.  Johnson,  the 
reasons  which  Induced  her  to  approve  this  eacarsion: — 
*'  FhUgae  la  proAtable  ta  yoor  health  afoa  the  whole,  aad 
keeps /iM|r>^wM  plaphtg  JhoUeh  iriU^  Baatdse  far  yoar 
body,  aad  eaertioo  iw  your  mind,  will  coatrlbnta  more  than 
an  die  medldne  In  tlie  onlverae  to  prsserva  that  life  we  all 
consider  at  invaluable."  —  Lrtiere,  vol.  1.  p.  190.  -» ' 
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him,  and  mmiw  whom  I  am  penoadcd  he  will  think 
not  unworthy  of  hb  esteem.  I  wiih  he  would 
make  the  experiment.  He  eometimes  cracki  bit 
jokee  upon  us;  but  he  will  find  that  we  can  dis- 
tinguish between  the  stabs  of  malevolence  and  the 
rebukes  of  the  righteous,  which  are  like  excellent 
oil  \  and  break  not  the  head.  Offer  my  best  oom- 
pUmenU  to  him,  and  asnxre  him  that  I  shall  be 
happy  to  have  the  satisfiKtion  of  seeing  him  under 
my  roof." 

To  Dr.  Beattie  I  wrote,  *"  The  chief  intentioii 
of  this  letter  is  to  inform  tou,  that  I  now  se- 
riously believe  Mr.  Samuel  Johnson  will  yisit 
Scotland  this  year:  but  I  wish  that  every 
power  of  attraction  may  be  employed  to  secure 
our  having  so  valuable  an  acquisition,  and 
therefore  i  hope  you  will,  without  delay,  write 
to  me  what  1  Imow  you  think,  that  I  may 
read  it  to  the  mighty  sage,  with  proper  em- 

S basis,  before  I  leave  London,  which  I  must 
o  soon.  He  talks  of  you  with  the  same 
warmth  that  he  did  last  year.  We  are  to  see 
as  much  of  Scotland  as  we  can,  in  the  months 
of  August  and  September.  We  shall  not  be 
long  of  being  at  liarischal  College."  He  b 
particularly  desirous  of  seeing  some  of  the 
Western  Islands." 

Dr.  Beattie  did  better :  ipse  veniL  He  was, 
however,  so  polite  as  to  wave  his  privilq;e  of 
ml  mihi  reseribat,  and  wrote  from  JEklinburgfa 
as  follows : — 

'*  Your  very  kind  and  agreeable  favour  of  the 
220th  of  April  overtook  me  here  yesterday,  after 
having  gone  to  Aberdeen,  which  place  I  left  about 
a  week  ago.  I  am  to  set  out  this  day  for  London, 
and  hope  to  have  the  honour  of  paying  my  respects 
to  Mr.  Johnson  and  you,  about  a  week  or  ten  days 
hence.  I  shall  then  do  what  I  can  to  enforce  the 
topic  you  mention ;  but  at  present  I  cannot  enter 
upon  it,  as  I  am  in  a  very  great  hurry,  for  I  intend 
to  begin  my  Journey  within  an  hour  or  two." 

He  was  as  good  as  his  word,  and  threw  some 
pleasing  motives  into  the  northern  scale.  But, 
indeed,  Mr.  Johnson  loved  all  that  he  heard, 
from  one  whom  he  tells  us,  in  his  Lives  of  the 
Poets,  Gray  found  *^  a  poet,  a  philosopher,  and 
a  good  man." 

>Iy  Lord  Elibank  did  not  answer  my  letter 
to  his  lordship  for  some  time.  The  reason  will 
appear  when  we  come  to  the  Isle  of  Skj.  I 
snail  then  insert  my  letter,  with  letters  from 
his  lordship,  both  to  myself  and  Mr.  Johnson. 
I  beg  it  may  be  understood,  that  I  insert  my 
own  Tetters,  as  I  relate  my  own  sayings,  rather 
as  keys  to  what  is  valuable  belongmg  to  others, 
than  for  their  own  sake. 

Luckily  Mr.  Justice  (now  Sir  Robert) 
Chambers,  who  was  about  to  sail  for  the  East 
Indies,  was  going  to  take  leave  of  his  relations 
at  Newcastle,  and  he  conducted  Dr.  Johnson 


>  Oar  Mend  Edorand  Barfce,  wbo.  bf  Chit  Him,  had  r»- 
eslTvd  MOM  pretty  teverw  •fcrokc*  from  Dr.  Johnton,  on 
sccoani  or  ibo  unhsppjr  dlffrrraeo  In  their  politics,  upoo  aiv 
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to  hiB,  oscUfaMd,  ^  Oil  of  vitriol 


to  that  town ;  whence  he  wrote  me  the  fol* 
lowing:— 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

**  Kewcsstia,  AofOft  II.  rm 
^Dbak  Sib,..  I  came  hither  last  night,  and 
hope,  but  do  not  absolutely  promise,  to  be  in  £diiv> 
burgh  on  Saturday.       Beattie  will  not  come  to 
soon.    I  am.  Sir,  your  most  humble  senraat, 

**  Sam.  Johsioi. 
*<  My  compliments  to  your  lady.** 

Mr.  Scott,  of  University  CoUeee,  Oxford, 
afterwards  Sir  William  Scott  and  Lord  Stow- 
ell,  accompanied  him  from  thence  to  Edin- 
burgh. With  such  propitious  convoys  did  ht 
proceed  to  my  native  city.  But|  lest  metaphor 
should  make  it  be  supposed  he  actually  went 
by  sea,  I  choose  to  mention  that  he  traveUed 
in  post-chaises,  of  which  the  n^id  motion  was 
one  of  his  most  fiivourite  amusements. 

Dr.  Samuel  Johnson's  character,  rdiipotti, 
moral,  political,  and  literary,  nay,  his  ngure 
and  manner,  are,  I  believe,  more  generallT 
known  than  those  of  almost  any  man ;  yet  it 
mav  not  be  superfluous  here  to  attempt  a  sketck 
of  nim.    Let  my  readers,  then,  remember  that 
he  was  a  sincere  and  zealous  Christian,  of  hi^ 
church  of  England  and  monarchicasl  principles, 
which  he  would  not  tamely  snffer  to  be  ques- 
tioned ;  steady  and  inflexible  in  maintaining  tbe 
obligations  of  piety  and  virtue,  both  from  * 
regiu*d  to  the  order  of  societj,   and  from  s 
veneration  for  the  Great  Source  of  all  order; 
correct,  nay,  stem  in  his  taste ;  hard  to  f^eise* 
and  easily  ofiended;  impetuous  and  irrttAb)^ 
in  his  temper,  but  of  a  most  humane  and  be- 
nevolent heart ;  having  a  mind  stored  with  a 
vast  and  various  collection  of  learning  aod 
knowledge,  which  he  communicated  with  pecu* 
liar  perspicuity  and  force,  in  rich  and  dxnoe 
expression.     He  united  a  most  logical  bcsd 
with  a  most  fertile  imagination,  wtiich  jta^^ 
him  an  extraordinary  advantage  in  arguinc: 
for  he  could  reason  close  or  vride,  as  he  ss« 
best  for  the  moment.    He  coald,  when  he  ch^M 
it|  be  the  greatest  sophist  that  erer  wielded  a 
weapon  in  the  schools  of  declaanation,  but  he 
indulged  this  only  in  conversation;  for  W 
owned  he  sometimes  talked  lor  victory ;  be  was 
too  conscientious  to  make  error  pennanent  and 
pernicious,  by  deliberately  writing  it. 

He  was  conscious  of  hia  superiority.  He 
loved  praise  when  it  was  brought  to  him ;  b&t 
was  too  proud  to  seek  for  it.  He  was  scom^' 
what  susceptible  of  flatterj.  Hia  mind  was 
so  full  of  imagery,  that  he  might  have  been 
perpetually  a  poet  It  has  oAen  been  re- 
marked, that  in  his  poetical  pieces,  which  it :« 
to  be  regretted  are  so  few,  because  so  excvil^*:  % 
his  style  is  easier  than  in  hia  prose.     There  ^ 
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decepim  in  this :  it  ia  not  easier,  but  better 
suited  to  the  dignitj  of  verse;  as  one  may 
dance  with  grace,  whose  motions,  in  ordinair 
inliriflg^  m  the  common  step,  are  awkward. 
I  He  had  a  constitutional  mdanchol  j,  the  clouds 
'  of  which  darkened  the  brightness  of  his  fancy, 
I  and  nve  a  gloomy  cast  to  his  whole  course  of 
I  thinking:  jet,  though  mTe  and  awful  in  his 
deportment,  when  he  tnought  it  necessary  or 
I  proper,  he  frequently  indulged  himself  in  plea- 
I  nntrj  sod  tportive  sallies.    He  was  prone  to 
>  fopentitioii,Dut  not  tocredulityt    Though  his 
imaginstion  might  incline  him  to  a  belief  of 
the  marrellous  and  the  mysterious,  his  vi^or- 
oos  msoo  examined  the  evidence  with  jea- 
l<ms7.    ^®  1^  ^  lou^  voice,  and  a  slow,  de- 
liberate utterance,  which  no  doubt  gave  some 
addicioaal  weight  to  the  sterling  metal  of  his 
conTersation.    Lord  Pembroke  said  once  to 
me  It  Wilton,  with  a  happy  pleasantry,  and 
iooetnith,  that  ^Dt,  Johnson  s  savings  would 
not  appear  so  extraordinary,  were  it  not  for  his 
hoir*wom  mry.**    But  I  admit  the  truth  of  this, 
od  J  on  some  occasions.    The  Messiah  plajred 
upon  the  Canterbury  or^pm  is  more  sublune 
thiD  wbeo  played  on  an  inferior  instrument ; 
but  Terj  alight  music  will  seem  grand,^  when 
t^veyed  to  the  ear  throush  that  majestic  me- 
^i-'om.    While,  therefore.  Dr.  Johnson's  sayinss 
are  rewi,  let  his  manner  be  taken  along  wiUi 
^m.    Let  it,  however,  be  observed,  that  the 
'  unngs  themselves  are  generally  great ;  that, 
^ogh  he  miffht  be  an  ordinary  composer  at 
tisf^  be  was  lor  the  most  part  a  Handel. 
His  person  was  Urgc^  robust,  I  may  sa;^  ap- 
•  p^iarhmg  to  the  gigantic,  and  grown  unwielay 
ffoa  corpolency.    His  countenance  was  na- 
tLTiIlj  or  the  cast  of  an  ancient  statue,  but 
^-ittcwhat  disfigured  bv  the  scars  of  that  evil, 
■  *^h,  it  was  formerly  imagined,  the  royal 
'  tiiQ'fa  oonld  core*     He  was  now  in  his  sixty- 
iionh  year,  and  was  become  a  little  duU  of 
Wiring.    His  a^t  had  always  been  somewhat 
v«ak;  yet,  so  mach  does  mind  govern,  and 
^^  njfpij  the  d^ciency  of  organs,  that  his 
^^^x^taoim  were  uncommonly  quick  and  ac- 
-^rote.    His  head,  and  sometimes  also  his  body, 
^^  with  a  kind  of  motion  like  the  effect  of 
ft  palfj:  he  i^ypeared  to  be  irequentljr  dis- 
;  torbed  bj  crampa,  or  convulsive  contractions  *, 
'i  the  nature  of  that  distemper  called  St. 
V;tis*f  dance.     He  wore  a  full  suit  of  plain 
^-pwB  cloches^  with  twisted  hair-buttons  of 
^  fame  eokmr,  a  large  bushy  jpreyish  wig,  a 
?^  ihirt,  Uack  worked  stockings,  and  silver 
^vkies.    Upon  his  tour,  when  journeying,  he 
«cte  bootSi  and  *  wery  wide  brown  doth  great 
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coat,  with  pockets  which  might  have  almost 
held  the  two  volumes  of  his  folio  Dictionary ; 
and  he  carried  in  his  hand  a  large  English  oak 
stick.  Let  me  not  be  censured  for  mentioning 
such  minute  particulars :  every  thing  illative 
to  so  great  a  man  is  worth  observing.  I  re- 
member Dr.  Adam  Smith,  in  his  nietorical 
lectures  at  Glasgow,  told  us  he  was  ^lad  to 
know  that  Milton  wore  latchets  in  his  shoes 
instead  of  buckles.*  When  I  mention  the 
oak  stick,  it  is  but  letting  Hercules  have  his 
club ;  and,  by-and-by,  my  readers  will  find  this 
stick  will  bud,  and  produce  a  good  joke. 

This  imperfect  sketch  of  '^  the  combination 
and  the  form  **  of  that  wonderful  man,  whom 
I  venerated  and  loved  while  in  this'world,  and 
afVer  whom  I  gaze  with  humble  hope,  now 
that  it  has  pleased  Almighty  God  to  call  him 
to  a  better  world,  will  serve  to  introduce  to 
the  fancy  of  my  readers  the  capital  object  of 
the  following  ioumal,  in  the  course  of  which  I 
trust  thepr  will  attain  to  a  considerable  degree 
of  aequamtance  with  him. 

His  prejudice  against  Scotland  was  an- 
nounced almost  as  soon  as  he  began  to  appear 
in  the  world  of  letters.  Li  his  *' London/*  a 
poem,  are  the  following  nervous  lines :  — 

*'  For  who  could  leave,  unbribed,  HiberniA*s  land  ? 
Or  change  the  rocks  of  Scotland  for  the  Strand  ? 
There  none  are  swept  bj  sudden  fate  away  ; 
But  all,  whom  hunger  spares,  with  age  decay.** 

The  truth  is,  like  the  ancient  Greeks  and 
Romans,  he  allowed  himself  to  look  upon  all 
nations  but  his  own  as  barbarians :  not  only 
Hibemia  and  Scotland,  but  Spain,  Italy,  and 
France,  are  attacked  in  the  same  poem.  If  he 
was  particularly  prejudiced  against  the  Scots, 
it  was  because  they  were  more  in  his  way ; 
because  he  thought  their  success  in  England 
rather  exceeded  the  due  proportion  of  their 
real  merit ;  and  because  he  could  not  but  see 
in  them  Uiat  nationality  which  I  believe  no 
liberal-minded  Scotsman  will  deny.  He  was, 
indeed,  if  I  xhay  be  allowed  the  phrase,  at  bot- 
tom much  of  a  John  Bull :  much  of  a  blunt 
true-bom  Enfflishman.  There  was  a  stratum 
of  common  clay  under  the  rock  of  marble. 
He  was  voraciously  fond  of  good  eating ;  and 
he  had  a  great  deal  of  that  quality  called 
humour,  which  gives  an  oiliness  and  a  gloss  to 
every  other  quafity. 

I  am,  I  flatter  myself,  completely  a  citizen 
of  the  world.  In  my  travels  tnrou^h  Holland, 
Germany,  Switzerland,  Italy,  Corsica,  France, 
I  never  felt  myself  from  home;  and  I  sincerely 


would  have  restrained  them  In  the  public  streets.-—  Boswill. 
See  amti,  p.  41.  Sir  Joshua's  reaionine  at  Urfs.  Notwith- 
standlng  which,  H  seems  the  better  oplnfam  that  these  gestures 
were  the  eoDieqaence  of  merwami  aflbctfons,  and  not  of  trick 
or  habit  <—  Cbobbb. 

s  This  was  D<r great  dlsooretj;  the  lluhloo  of  sboa>buckles 
was  loof  posterior  to  MUloo*!  day.  —  Caoaia. 
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loTe  **  every  kindred  and  tongue  md  people 
and  nalkm.**  I  subscribe  to  what  mj  late 
tmlj  learned  and  philoaophical  friend  Mr. 
Grosbie  ^  eaid,  that  tbe  EngUfk  are  better 
animals  tban  the  Soots ;  thej  are  nearer  the 
son ;  their  blood  is  rieher,  ami  more  mellow : 
bat  when  I  homour  anj  of  them  in  an  ontnge- 
oos  contempt  of  Scotland,  I  ftirW  own  I  treat 
them  as  children.  And  thns  I  nsTe,  at  some 
moments,  fbuod  myself  obliged  to  treat  eren 
Dr.  Johnson. 

To  Scotland,  bowever,  he  ventured ;  and  he 
returned  from  it  in  great  good  bumour,  with 
his  prejudices  much  lessened,  and  with  ▼erv 
grateful  feelings  of  the  hospitality  with  which 
he  was  tr«ked ;  as  b  erident  from  tbat  admir- 
able work,  his  ^Jonmer  to  the  Western 
Islands  of  Scotland,*  whicn,  to  mj  utter  asto- 
nishment, has  been  misapprdiended,  even  to 
rancour,  by  many  of  my  countrymen. 

To  have  the  company  d  Chambers  and 
Scott,  be  delayed  his  poumey  so  lonA  that  the 
court  of  session,  which  rises  on  the  IHh  of 
August,  was  broke  up  before  he  got  to  Edin- 
burgh. 

On  Saturday,  the  14Ui  of  August,  1778,  late 
in  the  erening,  I  reoeiTed  n  note  from  him, 
that  he  was  arrired  at  Boyd*8  inn  *,  at  the  head 
of  the  Canongpte. 

"  Saturday  night. 

**  Mr.  Joboflon  sends  his  eompliments  to  Mr. 
Bos  well,  being  just  arrived  at  Boyd**.** 

I  went  to  bim  directly.  He  embraced  me 
cordially;  and  I  exulted  in  the  thought  that  I 
now  hibd  him  actually  in  CSaledonia.  Mr. 
Scott*8  amiable  manners,  and  attachment  to 
our  Socrates,  at  onoe  united  me  to  him.  He 
told  me  that,  before  I  came  in,  the  Doctor  had 
unluckily  had  a  bad  specimen  o£  Scottish 
cleanliness.  He  then  orank  no  fermented 
liquor.  He  aaked  to  have  his  lemonade  made 
sweeter;  vipoa  which  the  waiter,  with  his 
p-easy  fingers,  lifted  a  lump  of  S4gar,  and  put 
It  into  iL  The  Doctor,  in  indignation,  threw 
it  out  of  the  window.  Soott  said  he  was  afraid 
he  would  have  knocked  the  waiter  down.'  Mr. 
Johnson  [has  binoej  told  me  that  such  another 
trick  was  played  lum  at  the  house  of  a  lady  in 
Paria.^  He  was  to  do  me  the  honour  to  lodge 
under  my  noL    1  regretted  sincerely  that  I 


t  Mr.  OoAto.  oM  of  tbe  sMfC  emlsnt  aSiowSM  then  « 
the  Sottch  ter.  Lord  Stowell  rrcoUacU  that  Johiuoa  vm 
rreatMl  by  die  ScottUh  littfid  with  ■  6a§fm  of  dererrnoB 
borderhtg  <m  potHlaDlnltf ;  but  h«  aseapts  A«ai  tlut  o^ 
•ervatioo  Mr.  Cro«bl«,  whom  be  ebanctarlMS  u  an  mCnptf 
taiMrr,  and  tba  oaly  man  who  wm  dlipoMd  to  fland  up  (as 
the  phraie  It)  to  JohiHoa.— >  CSoKMU 

•  Tba  sign  ofthe  Wbtta  Horw  It  eooCfira«d  a  place  fttm 
which  coachea  aaad  lo  start  till  tlw  aad  of  tha  atstHaaiWh 
eaiiiury  i  tamm  twalva  «r  Sftaao  jaan  aaa  U 
inn,  and  haa  aloaa  baan  hddanwofthjr  ava 
and  thaalnliukao  down,  k  vasahMa  feovai.'— waltbb 
Hcorr.  It  was  tba  bast  of  tba  onljr  thraa  Ibbs  In  Bdliibiirgb, 
where.  aUbM  Una,  paopta  oraoy  condltlea  eauld  be  acoommo. 
datrd.  The  room  fai  which  Jatoioa  had  tat  aaad  to  be 
poloiad  oat  bf  lu  later  occupaati Ckami 


raaai 
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had  not  also  a  room  for  Mr,  Scott  Mr.  Jubi- 
son  and  I  walked  arm-in-arm,  up  the  Higk 
Street,  to  mr  house  in  Jame^s  Comt*;  it  wm  . 
n  dusky  nignt :  I  could  not  prevent  fan  bosf  i 
assailed  by  the  evening  cfflofvia  of  £dmbni|^.  ' 
I  heard  a  late  baronet,  of  some  distinctioii  it 
the  political  world  in  the  beginninff  of  tbe 
present   reign,    obserre,  that  **wsl&ig  the  i 
streets  of  Kdinbuivh    at   vifj^  was  pretty 
perilous,  and  a  good  deal  odoriferouB."    Tbie 
peril  is  much  abated,  by  the  earewkicb  tk  , 
magistrates  haTe  taken  to  oiAiree  the  city 
laws  against  throwing  foul  water  from  iIk 
windows;   but,    fr«m   tlie  stfuetme  of  tke 
houses  in  the  old  town,  which  consist  of  msny 
rtorica,  in  eadi  of  which  a  different  isaily 
lives,  and  there  being  no  corered  sewers,  the 
odour  still  continues.     A  xttli'Hf  Sootmis  1 
would  have  wished  Mr.  Johnson  to  be  wtihost  ■ 
one  of  his  five  senses  upon  this  ooeaaon.  Ai  . 
we  marched  slowly  along,  he  gromlded  in  my  . 
ear,  **  I  smell  yon  in  the  daikl*    But  be  sc-  ' 
knowled^ed  that  the  breadth  ofthe  street  smi 
the  loftiness  of  the  buildings  en  each  siik. 
made  a  noble  a|^)earance.  I 

Mt  wife  had  tea  ready  for  him,  whii^  it  i^  ' 
well  known  he  delighted  to  drink  at  all  boim. 
particularly  when  sitting  up  late,  and  of  wkirk 
nis  able  defence  aeainst  jfr.  Jonas  Hsavay 
should  hnve  obtainra  him  n  magnificent  rewan: 
from  the  East  Indk  Company.  He  Aemtd 
nmch  complacency  ixpim  fimfing  that  tbe 
mistaress  of  the  house  was  so  attentive  to  hp  ' 
singular  habit ;  and  as  no  man  oeold  be  wa^ 
polite  when  he  diose  to  be  so^  his  addms  t>* 
tier  was  most  courteous  and  engaging ;  and  bi* 
conversation  soon  charmed  her  into  a  for^* 
fulness  of  his  external  wpenianofc 

I  did  not  b^gin  to  uep  n  regular  Mi 
journal  till  some  days  after  we  had  act  m: 
from  Edinburgh ;  but  I  have  luckily  prcscrrec 
n  good  many  fragments  of  Ua  Hemorab-^ 
from  his  very  first  eveniitf  in  Scotland. 

We  had  a  little  befive  tUs  had  a  tnal  f«r 
mnrdcr,  in  which  the  jn4ges  had  allowed  tk 
lapse  of  twenty^  years  aiaee  itn  commisiine* 
a  plea  in  bar,  in  confinmttT  with  the  doetnar 
of  prescription  in  the  crvu  hiw»wldch  Scot- 
land and  several  other  eovntries  in  Kuror* 
have  adopted.*  He  at  fint  disspprond  tf 
this ;  but  then  he  thought  there  was  soacth-at: 
in  it  if  there  had  hSen  for  twcsty  yean  s 


•  ••  Tbe  honM,**  saM  Latd  Stow^  laaiaw''«MftaVi^« 
wooiaa,  and  she  was  callod  i  arMf,  abtah  It  aaaan  mtp^^ 
Biout  to  Good^  in  EngUnd.  I,  at  fltat,  tkai^te  Iba  «ir'  - 
latioo  verj  laapproBrtete.  and  chat  C/aA^ly  «w«ld  ba«v  N^ 
better,  for  Dr.  Jonnsoa  had  a  Bind  to  tmf  tliro««  tf 
waiter,  aa  well  as  tbe  Icoioaade,  oat  oC  tba  wisA^  - 
CaoKia. 

«  S«e  poH,  Not.  1775.  —  C 

•  **  Boswi41  has  vary  haadaona  «ii  ipnaiow  ffe«aa  v««< 
wkb  tbe  fround  at  one  side  9t  tba  iMMau  and  oa  Ow  tf^^ 
ionr  sleiiM  biffta.*'  L««f.  I.  Ifll  rnMia  k  •m  r^ 
sideradaverjffood  boaseaad  wasenaailad.bittSlr  Ahr«s»^«' 
HosweU  ohtainc«<  aa  act  af  ParliMnaat  aa  aafl  U.  la  dar»ry 
tbe  Und  tax  ttum  tbe  rest  of  bla  siapM^|.  n  ana  Mef 
eccaated  bf  a  printer. .  Caaaiaaaa* 

•  AM.«s.4«gnatlt.ins.*a 
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ne^eet  to  proeeeaie  a  crime  wbicli  was  known. 
He  wookl  not  tJlow  ihat  a  murder,  by  not 
htSag  fisoorered  fi>r  twentjr  jean,  anoold 
tKKpe  ponisfament.  We  talked  of  the  ancient 
tml  hj  dneL  He  did  not  think  it  so  absnrd 
18  is  generall/  Bnpposed ;  **  for,**  oaid  he,  "^  tt 
was  ooW  allowed  when  the  qnestion  was  in 
eqnOibno^  as  when  one  affirmed  and  another 
deded;  and  ihej  had  a  notion  that  Frovi- 
denoe  would  interfere  in  faTour  of  him  who 
▼u  in  the  rig^t.  But  as  it  was  found  that,  in 
a  dad,  he  who  waa  in  the  right  had  not  a 
better  chance  than  he  who  waa  in  the  wrong, 
therefore  society  instituted  the  preaent  mode  of 
trial,  and  ga^e  the  advantage  to  him  who  ia  in 
the  right.' 

We  sat  tin  near  two  in  the  monung,  having 
chatted  a  ^ood  while  after  mj  wife  left  us. 
She  had  insisted,  that,  to  ahow  all  reapeet  to 
the  sage,  she  would  give  up  her  own  beacham- 
ber  to  him,  and  take  a  worse.  This  I  cansaot 
hat  gratefbllT  mention  as  one  of  a  thousand 
obligalaons  which  I  owe  Her,  smce  the  great 
ob%ation  of  her  being  pleased  to  accept  of 
me  as  her  husband. 

Smdoff^  Aug,  15. — Mr.  Scott  came  to 
breakfast,  at  wmch  I  introduced  to  Dr.  John- 
son, and  him,  mj  friend  Sir  William  Forbes, 
now  of  Fitaliffo  \  a  man  of  whom^  too  much 
good  cannot  be  said ;  who^  with  diatinguiahed 
abilities  and  ^plication  In  his  profession  of  a 
banker,  is  at  once  a  good  companion  and  a 
md  Christian,  which,  Ithink,  is  sajing  enough. 
I  et  it  b  but  justice  to  record,  that  once,  when 
be  was  in  a  dtangoous  illness,  he  waa  watched 
vTth  the  anxious  apprehenrion  of  a  general 
calamity;  daj  and  night  his  house  waa  beset 
with  aroctionate  inquiries,  and,  upon  his  re- 
coverj,  Te  Deum  was  the  uniyersal  chorus 
from  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  pleued  with  mj  dai^ter 
Veronica*,  then  a  child  about  four  months  old. 
She  had  the  appearance  of  liatening  to  him. 
Ek  motioos  aeemed  to  her  to  be  intended  for 
her  amnaement;  and  when  he  stopped  she 
flattered,  and  made  a  little  infantme  noise, 
tad  a  land  of  signal  for  him  to  b^^  again. 
Shewould  be  held  dose  to  him,  wluch  was  a 
prooi^  from  simple  nature,  that  his  figure  was 
oot  horrid.  Her  fondness  for  him  endeared 
ber  still  more  to  me,  and  I  declared  she 
iboold  have  five  hundred  ponnda  of  additional 
fortone. 

We  talked  of  the  practice  of  the  law.  Sh* 
William  Forbes  saki,  he  thought  an  honest 


*  Tbii  ropflctabla  tMroneC,  who  iwblUhad  a  Ufa  of 
lattie»  died  In  1808,  at  ihe  a«B  alt  tiztj-t&ghL  —  Cbokbk. 


>  The  ninr 


of  Veronica  was  tntroduoed  Into  oor 


faBttly  throoili  vf  great  grandmother  yeronlca,  Coimteai  of 
MfinHne.  a  Dutch  lady  of  the  noble  bouw  of  SoranieladjrciL, 
of  vhkfa  there  ia  «  fall  aocoimt  hi  Bayle*!  DiGtlooarj.  The 
&aily  bad  otoem  a  prhicely  right  In  Surhiaia.  The  governor 
of  that  aettlcneot  waa  appointed  bf  the  rtatet  general,  the 
Sovn  of  Anatetdain,  and  sommelad^.  The  ttatat-general 
have  acquired  Soounelidyck's  rlaht ;  but  the  tuaUj  bju  rtill 
srcat  dignity  and  opulence,  and  by  intermarriaoet  ia  eon. 
MctBd  with  many  other  noble  teiiiliea.  When  fvaa  at  the 
1  vai  feeelTed  with  all  the  aflbetioo  of  kindred.  The 


lawyer  should  never  undertake  a  cause  which 
he  was  satisfied  was  not  a  just  one.  ^  Sir,** 
said  Mr.  Johnson,  ^a  lawyer  has  no  business 
with  the  justice  or  injustice  of  the  cause  whidi 
he  undertakes,  unless  his  client  aska  his  opt- 
nion,  and  then  he  is  bound  to  give  it  honesUj. 
The  tustice  or  injustice  of  the  cause  ia  to  be 
decided  by  the  judge.  Consider,  Sir,  what  is 
the  purpose  of  courts  of  justice  P  It  is,  that 
every  man  mar  have  his  cause  fairly  tried,  by 
men  appointea  to  try  causes.  A  lawyer  is  not 
to  tdl  what  he  knows  to  be  a  lie :  he  is  not  to 
produce  what  he  knows  to  beafalse  deed ;  but 
ne  is  not  to  usurp  the  provinoeof  the  jury  and 
of  the  judge,  ana  detennine  what  shall  be  ibe 
eflbct  of  evidence,— what  shall  be  the  result 
of  legid  arguaient.  As  it  rardy  happens  that 
a  man  is  fit  to  plead  his  own  cause,  lawyers  are 
a  daas  of  the  eomnmnity  who,  by  study  and 
ezperienoe,  have  acquired  the  art  and  power 
of  arranging  evidence,  and  of  applying  to  the 
iKMnts  at  issue  what  the  law  has  setUed.  A 
tawyer  is  to  do  for  his  dient  all  that  his  client 
might  fairiy  do  for  himself,  if  he  could.  If, 
by  a  superiority  of  attention,  of  knowledge,  of 
skill,  and  a  better  method  <^  communication, 
he  has  the  advantage  of  his  adversary,  it  is  an 
advantue  to  which  he  is  entitled..  There  must 
always  be  some  advantage,  on  one  side  or 
other ;  and  it  is  better  that  advantage  ahould 
be  had  by  talenta  tiian  by  chance,  u  lawyers 
were  to  undertake  no  causes  tfll  they  were  sure 
they  were  Just,  a  man  might  be  precluded 
altogether  from  a  ixial  of  his  claim,  though, 
were  it  judicially  examined,  it  might  be  found 
a  yerj  just  claim.**  This  was  sound  practical 
doctnne,  and  rationally  repressed  a  too  refined 
scrupulosity  of  confidence.' 

Emigration  waa  at  this  time  a  common  topic 
of  discourse.  Dr.  Johnson  regretted  it  as 
hurtful  to  human  happiness  .*  *'  for,**  sud  he, 
^  it  spreads  mankind,  which  weakene  the  de- 
fence of  a  nation,  and  leasens  the  comfort  of 
living.  Men,  thinly  scattered,  make  a  shift, 
but  a  bad  shift,  without  many  things.  A  smith 
is  ten  miles  off;  tiiey*ll  do  without  a  nail  or  a 
staple.  A  tailor  is  far  from  them;  they'll 
botch  their  own  doihea.  It  is  bemg  con- 
centrated which  produces  high  convenience.** 

Sir  William  lorbea,  Mr.  Scott,  and  I,  ac- 
companied Mr.  Johnson  to  the  diapel,  founded 
by  Lord  JDhief  Baron  Smith,  for  tne  service  of 
tne  Church  of  England.  Ihe  Rev.  Mr.  Carr, 
the  senior  clergyman,  preached  fix>m  these 
words,  —  "  Because  the  Lord  reigneth,  let  the 


pfMfiBt  Sommeladyck  hat  an  Important  cbarse  in  the  re- 
public, and  la  aa  worthy  a  man  at  Uvei.  He  naa  honoured 
me  with  hia  corraqiondeoce  for  theae  twenty  yeara.  My  great 
grandikther,  the  huaband  of  Cnttnteat  Veronica*  waa  Alex- 
ander, Earl  of  Kincardine,  that  eminent  royalltt  «ho«e 
character  ia  giren  by  Burnet  in  his  **  Hiitory  of  hif  own 
Ttmea.**  Fiom  him  the  blood  of  Brace  flowa  in  my  Teins. 
Of  auch  anoe^ry  wlio  would  not  be  prood?  And  ai  **  Nihil 
eit,  niai  hoc  idat  alter  "  ii  peculiarly  true  of  genealogy,  who 
would  not  be  glad  to  leiae  a  fUr  opportim^y  to  let  It  be 
known  ?  — BoawBU^ 
*  See  Mti,  pp.  186.  246.—  C. 
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earth  be  glad.**  I  was  sorry  to  think  Mr. 
Johnson  did  not  attend  to  toe  sermon^  Mr. 
Carr*8  low  yoice  not  being  strong  enoiuph  to 
reach  his  hearing.  A  selection  of  Mr.  Carr*s 
sermons  has  since  his  death  been  published  by 
Sir  William  Forbes,  and  the  wprld  hm  m^ 
knowledged  their  uncommon  merit.  I  am  well 
assured  Lord  Mansfield  has  pronounced  them 
to  be  exceUent.* 

Here  I  obtained  a  promise  from  Lord  Chief 
Baron  Orde,  that  he  would  dine  at  mj  house 
next  day.  I  presented  Mr.  Johnson  to  his 
lordship,  who  politelj  said  to  him,  **I  have  not 
the  honour  of  Knowing  you ;  but  I  hope  for  it, 
and  to  see  you  at  my  house.  I  am  to  wait  on 
you  to-morrow.  **  This  respectable  Eiu^lish 
judge  will  be  long  remembered  in  Scotland, 
where  he  built  an  elegant  house,  and  liyed  in 
it  magnificently.  His  own  ample  fortune,  with 
the  addition  of  his  saLuy,  enabled  him  to  be 
splendidly  hospitable.  It  may  be  fortunate  for 
an  indiyidual  amongst  ourselyes  to  be  Lord 
Chief  Baron,  and  a  most  worthy  man  *  now 
has  the  ofiice ;  but,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  better  for 
Scotland  in  general,  that  some  of  our  public 
employments  diould  be  filled  by  gentlemen  of 
distinction  from  the  south  side  of  the  Tweed, 
as  we  haye  the  benefit  of  promotion  in  Eng- 
land. Such  an  interchange  would  make  a 
beneficial  mixture  of  manners,  and  render  our 
union  more  complete.  Lord  Chief  Baron  Orde 
was  on  good  terms  with  us  all,  in  a  narrow 
country,  filled  with  jarring  interests,  and  keen 
parties ;  and,  though  I  well  knew  his  opinion 
to  be  the  same  with  my  own,  he  kept  lumself 
aloof  at  a  yery  critical  period  indeed,  when  the 
Douglas  cause  shook  the  sacred  security  of 
birthright  in  Scotland  to  its  foundation;  a 
cause  which,  had  it  happened  before  the 
Union,  when  there  was  no  appeal  to  a  British 
House  of  Lords,  would  have  left  the  great 
fortress  of  honours  and  of  property  in  nuns.' 

When  we  got  home.  Dr.  Jonnson  desired  to 
see  my  booka.  He  took  down  Ogden*s  Ser- 
mons on  Prayer,  on  which  I  set  a  yeiy  high 
yslue,  haying;  been  much  edified  by  thern^  and 
he  retired  with  them  to  his  room.  He  did  not 
stay  long,  but  soon  joined  us  in  the  drawing- 
room.    1  presented  to  him  Mr.  Robert  .Ar- 


1  The  Rer.  George  Cmt  was  boni  at  Kewcattle.  Fftmniy 
Ifi.  1704.  Bod  died  toddenly  oo  SoDdaj.  Augiut  18. 1771  — 
Wkioht. 

«  JamM  Mootgomerj.  created  a  baroocC  In  1801.  on  ble 
rcilKnation  of  the  ofllce  of  Chief  Baroo.    Ha  died  la  I8Qi. 

—  CftUKBB. 

'  It  mu*t  be  recollected  that  Mr.  BoiweU  vat  not  ooljr 
counipl,  bat  a  Tlolent  oartlsan  In  this  came.  There  wae,  la 
fact,  no  attempt  at  ''■hmking  the  lacred  leoirlt j  of  Mr!*- 
rtgkir  The  qaettloa  wai.  "to  wAe«  the  birthright  bo- 
lotigod ;  **  that  u,  whether  Mr.  Doaglai  was  or  waa  not  the 
•on  of  thoee  he  eailed  hit  father  and  niother.~CB0Kn. 

*  Robert  Arbuthoot,  Esq.  was  accretary  to  the  Board  of 
Tnittecfl  for  the  Encouragemnit  of  the  Arts  and  Mana- 
facturci  of  Scotland ;  in  this  ofiee  he  was  suoeerded  bj  his 
•on  William,  Lord  Provost  of  Rdlnbargh,  when  King  George 
the  Fourth  rUlted  Scotland,  who  was  made  a  baronet  on  that 
occMion.  and  has  lately  died  much  lamented.  Both  (hther 
and  ion  were  aeeoapllshad  geatlenea,  aad  elegant  scholars. 
.^  WALtn  Scott. 

•  h  way  ha  aowoaad  thalU  wm  ioaaaahrt  Ilka  what  Mra. 


buthnot\  a  relation  of  the  odebratod  Dr.  , 
Arbuthnot,  and  a  man  of  litentnre  snd  tsite.  , 
To  him  we  were  obliged  for  a  prerions  Room*  ■ 
mendatioUf  which  secured  us  a  Tery  agreeable 
reception  at  St.  Andrew's,  and  which  Dr.  • 
Jehnann,  in  his  **  Journey,**  ascribes  to  *^mai  | 
inyisible  friend.** 

Of  Dr.  Beattie,  BCr.  Johnson  sud,  **  Sir,  he 
has  written  like  a  man  consdons  of  the  truth,  . 
and  feeling  his  own  streo^gth.    IVtstinff  jour  i 
adversary  with  respect,  is  giriog  him  sn  ad-  ' 
Tsntage  to  which  he  is  not  entitled.    The  , 
{greatest  part  of  men  cannot  judge  of  itaion-  ' 
ing,  and  are  impressed  by  character ;  ao  that. 
if  you  allow  your  adversarr  a  reapeetable  , 
character,  they  will  think,  tnat  though  jm 
differ  from  him,  yon  may  be  in  the  wroof . 
Sir,  treating  your  adversary  with  r«j>ect,  a 
strOdng  soft  in  a  battle.    And  as  to  uume,  a 
man  who  has  so  much  conceit  as  to  tell  all 
mankind  that  they  have  been  bubbled  for 
i^es,  and  he  is  the  wise  man  who  seea  better 
than  they — a  man  who  has  so  little  acrupn* 
losity  as  to  Tenture  to  oppose  those  principles 
which  have  been  thought  necessarr  to  humao 
happiness  — is  he  to  be  surpriaed  if  another 
man  comes  and  lauffhs  at  him  P    If  he  is  the 
sreat  num  he  thinks  himself^  all  this  canoot 
hurt  him :  it  is  like  throwing  peas  agaiut  a 
rock.**     He   added    '* something  much  too 
roYi^h,**  both  as  to  Mr.  Hume*s  head  and  heart 
which  I  suppress.'    Violence  is,  in  my  opini^a* 
not  suitable  to  the  Christian  cause.    fiesi(ie««  I 
always  lived  on  good  terms  with  Blr.  Iluisr. 
though  I  have  frankl;jr  told  lum,  I  was  not 
clear  that  it  was  right  in  me  to  keep  oompanj 
with  him.    "But,*^said  I,  "how  much  better 
are  you  than  ^our  books !  **     He  was  cheerful 
obliging,  and  instructiTe ;  he  was  charitable  to 
the  poor ;  and  many  an  agreeable  boor  hare 
I  passed  with  him.    I  have  preserved  aooe 
entertaining  and  interesting  memoirs  of  him, 
particularly  when  he  knew  himadf  to  be  dtir.:. 
which  I  may  some  time  or  other  communK*aic 
to  the  world.    I  shall  not,  however,  extol  hiia 
so  ver^  highly  as  Dr.  Adam  Smith  doea,  whn 
says,  u  a  letter  to  Mr.  Strahan  the  prbttf 
(not  a  confidential  letter  lo  his  friend,  bat  a 
letter  which  is  published  *  with  all  fomalitT) 


Ploafi  lelatM  thai  ho  aald  aC aa  ^ifamt  taided,* 
•he  doea  not  ftre,  hot  who  was  proteblr  elthfr  Ht 
Glhhoo  (Maloaa  thooffaC  Glhboo).    -  Toa  will  at 
aald  aoaie  oaa.  *•  aUowhiai  the  teattfr«a.**_**  ht 
ropllad  the  Doetor.  **  to  llaht  htm  to  bclL~  _  Caoata. 

t  Thb  Irttar. thoash  ■battered  hf  tWaaarr*hei  ef  I^ 
Horae  of  OxffBrd<fe  wic,  la  the  ehavwaer  oT  **()m  '^^ 
Piopla  called  Chriatlaaa,**  la  atlll  prwtsad  aa  Mr.  U«m* 
axeelleat  Hlatorr  of  Bnslaad,  Ilka  a  pov  taTalia  c  l»« 
plqaec  faard,  or  Ilka  a  li«  of  ouack  aiadlrtaie  •oM  bf  «»• 
•ama  hookaeUer,  hf  whom  a  work  of  whacovor  atfw*  i>  F*^ 
liahed ;  far  It  has  BO eoaaeetlea  with  hit  WmMj.  M  ■  »•* 
what  It  aaar  wtUi  what  an  called  hia  PhHueuiifctil  «  «^ 
A  woffthT  iHend  of  mlae  la  Loadoa  vm  laCHr  eeaW  ** 
a  ladj  of  ^ttalltjr^or  bom  dUUi««khod  mnK  wh«i  *»*^ 


beat  HlaloiT  of  Kaflaad  fcr  har 
eoanaeadad  Hoaaa'a.    Bat,  apoa 


was  a 

the 


•  9 


_. %m  »"     ^^ 

lathre  paaatyric 
of  our  hoir  raHfleii,  he  revoked  his  rv«<»< 
I  am  ffaall/aorTT  for  this   oat—ttiiwi  a  *^ 
mm  I  adaira  **  Tlw  TbaofT  of  Manl 
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'*UpoD  the  whole,  I  have  always  considered 
him,  both  in  his  lifetime  and  since  his  death, 
u  approichiag  as  nearly  to  the  idea  of  a  per- 
fecttf  wise  sad  Tirtuous  man  as  perhaps  the 
Diture  of  human  frailty  will  permit.**  Let 
Dr.  Smith  consider,  Was  not  Mr.  Hume  blest 
vith  good  health,  good  spirits,  good  friends^  a 
competent  and  increaaing  fortune  ?  And  had 
he  not  also  a  perpetual  feast  of  fame  f  But, 
IS  s  iesroed  friend  has  obserred  to  me,  **  What 
trills  did  he  undergo,  to  prove  the  perfection 
of  his  virtue  f  Did  he  ever  experience  any 
grett  instance  of  adversity  ?  **  When  I  read 
this  sentence,  deUvered  by  my  old  professor  of 
Boral  philoso^y,  I  could  not  help  exclaiming 
with  the  Psalmist,  ^  Surely  I  have  now  more 
uderstanding  than  my  teachers !  ** 

While  we  were  talking,  there  came  a  note  to 
me  from  Dr.  William  E^bertson. 

"Diia  Sia,-^  I  have  been  expecting  every  day 
to  bcu  from  joa  of  Dr.  Johnaoirs  arrival.  Pray, 
I  what  do  ^a  know  about  his  motions?  I  long  to 
■  tike  bim  bj  the  hand.  I  write  this  frcnn  the 
I  ^Icfe*  vbm  I  have  only  this  serap  of  paper. 
,  Emjrouri,  W.  R, 

•auMaj. 

I     It  pleased  me  to  find  Dr.  Bobertson  thus 

)  ofer  to  meet  Dr.  Johnson.    I  was  dad  I 

cndd  answer  that  he  was  come ;  and  I  begged 

'  DT'  RobcrtsQn  might  be  with  us  as  soon  as  he 


ilariW 


ttpwmttt  Bt»t  of  **  An  fatqnify  inCo  the  Katnrs  and 

•fiat  W&h  of  NatkNM.**    Why  thould  nich  a 

M  Qt  boBMii  conlbfft,  m  to  give  anj 

inmrj  tsUalitj  which  wouU  **  naka  us 


f— 

*JW  «■■  «w  of  lh«  potarts  opoa  wbieb  Dr.  Johnson  was 

For  iuroly  Mr.  Burko,  with  hU  other 

I,  Is  also  dtottofobhed  for  his  wit,  and  for 

9 1  aot  HMrely  that  power  of  lanfuago 

to  daaosaiaata  wit :  .-> 


*^«iiitir, 

*teoevM( 


loadvaatafedress'di 
Ihnn^t,  hat  ne'er  so  well  ezprcss'ds' 


^^  allodons,  hrflliant  sallies  of  rlvaeUy,  and 

^■^M  eaonks.  Hie  snoeehes  In  parliament  are  strewed 
*«*  tk«.  iu«.  ia,  taatanee,  the  varietj  which  he  has 
*^  ^  "'  jst  esact  detail,  when  exhIMttof 

I  ooaversatlon  abooods  hi  wit.  Let 

aipedaen.    I  told  hhn  I  h«l  seen,  at  a  Mnr- 

r,  a  HMber  of  ladles  sitting  round  a  worthy 


?<  t«i  Mine  of  oars  [Mr.  Laagtoo],  llstanlnf  to  his  litem- 
^>  *At.**  tsld  he,  -  like  aMide  round  a  Mej.pole."  I 
■*■  MS.  I  iMd  iMnd  oat  a  perfMt  deflnltlon  of  hnnao 


perfMt 

the  animal.    An  ancient  phl- 

"a  two.leMid    enlaud  withoot 

Ms  rival  sane  had  a  cock  plocked 

In  the  school  belbre  all  the  dladples. 

.**    Dr.  Franklin  said,  man  was  **  a 

r  whleh  Is  very  well  (  for  no  animal  btit 


Toiir  deSnltlon 

**aaA  I  now  see  the  full  force  of 

!•  rsisiiin  li*  roaatlog  of  eggs.*  ** 

was 


*^  w.  WHke^  In  Ue  deys  of  tomnltoous  opposltioo,  wai 
r^  ^»  *•  ihenldirs  of  the  ssob,  Mr.  Borke  (as  Mr 
**•  MU ma  klmaaif.  with  rliiiicil  admlralloo) applied  U 

'^  *^A  HaBHB  ■■■■  otf  PiiMlar   ^^ 


attfe  of  FIndar,  — 


Sir  William  Forbes,  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Ar- 
buthnot,  and  another  gentleman,  dined  with 
us.  ^*  Come,  Dr.  Johnson,**  said  I,  ^  it  is  com- 
monly thought  that  our  veid  in  Scotland  is  not 
good.  But  here  is  some  which  I  believe  you 
will  like.**  There  was  no  catching  him.  John- 
son. ^  Why,  Sir,  what  is  commonly  thought, 
I  should  take  to  be  true.  Your  veal  may  be 
good ;  but  that  will  only  be  an  exception  to  > 
the  general  opinion,  not  a  proof  asainst  it.*' 

Dr.  Robertson,  according;  to  the  custom  of 
Edinburgh  at  that  time,  dmed  in  the  interval 
between  the  forenoon  and  aflemoon  service, 
which  was  then  later  than  now ;  so  we  had  not 
the  pleasure  of  his  company  till  dinner  was 
over,  when  he  came  and  drank  wine  with  us ; 
and  then  began  some  animated  dialogue,  of 
which  here  follows  a  pretty  full  note. 

We  talked  of  Mr.  Burke.  Dr.  Johnson  said, 
he  had  great  variety  of  knowledge,  store  of 
imagery,  copiousness  of  language.  Kobsbtson. 
**  He  has  wit  too.**  Johnson.  **  No,  Sir ;  he 
never  succeeds  there.  *Tis  low;  *tu  conceit. 
I  used  to  say,  Burke  never  once  made  a  good 
ioke.*  What  I  most  envy  Burke  for  is,  his 
being  constantly  the  same.  He  is  never  what 
we  (»11  Humdrum ;  never  unwilling  to  begin 
to  talk,  nor  in  haste  to  leave  off.*'  Boswsix. 
**  Yet  he  can^  listen.**  Johnson.  **  No  ;  I 
cannot  say  he  is  sood  at  that.  So  desirous  is 
he  to  tallc,  that  if  one  is  speaking  at  this  end 
of  the  table,  he*ll  speak  to  somebody  at  the 


LlOl  $oliUit: 


MORcrteiae  fcrtur 


*t 


Sir  Joshoa  Reynolds,  who 


with  me  cntirelv  as  to 


Sir  Joshoa  Beynoids,  who  agrees  with  me  cntireiv  as  to 
Mr.  Bnrko's  fertility  of  wit.  said,  that  thto  was  *«  dignifying  a 
pan.*'  He  also  observed,  that  he  has  often  beard  Barke  say. 
In  the  course  of  an  OTenlng,  ten  good  thing*,  each  of  which 
would  have  served  a  noted  wit  (whom  he  named)  to  live 
vfoa  tar  a  twelvemonth.  —  Boewiu. 

1  find,  since  the  former  edition,  that  some  persons  have 
ofa|)eetcd  to  the  Instances  which  I  have  given  of  Mr.  Burke's 
wit,  as  not  doing  Jostlee  to  my  very  Ingenious  friend ;  the 
specimens  produced  having.  It  is  alleged,  more  of  conoelt 
tnan  real  wit,  and  being  merely  sportive  sallies  of  the  mo> 
ment,  not  JustlAring  the  encomium  which  thev  think,  with 
me.  be  undoubtedlv  merits.  I  was  well  aware,  bow  basard- 
ous  it  was  to  exhibit  particular  instances  of  wit,  which  Is  of 
so  airy  and  splritoal  a  nature  as  often  to  elude  the  hand  that 
attempts  to  grasp  it.  The  excellence  and  eOcacy  of  a  hem 
mai  depend  frequently  so  much  on  the  occasion  on  which  It  is 
spoken,  on  the  particular  manner  of  the  speaker,  on  the  per- 
son 10  whom  It  is  applied,  the  previous  mtroductioo,  and  a 
thousand  mroute  paruculars  which  cannot  be  oatlly  enume- 
rated, that  It  is  alwavs  dangerous  to  detach  a  wlttv  saying 
from  the  group  to  which  It  belongs,  and  to  set  It  before  the 
eye  of  the  •peelator,  dlvcftod  of  tboio  coooomltant  drcum- 
stanees,  which  gave  it  animation,  mellowness,  and  relief. 
I  ventured,  however,  at  all  basaros,  to  put  down  the  flrtt 
Instances  taat  occurred  to  sse,  as  proofs  or  Mr.  Burke's  lively 
and  brilliant  fancy ;  but  am  very  seotlble  that  hit  numerous 
(Hcmle  could  have  soggeeted  many  of  a  superior  qualltr. 
Indeed,  the  being  In  company  with  bfan,  for  a  single  day,  is 
snfflcient  to  show  that  what  I  nave  assertBd  le  well  founded  ; 
and  it  was  only  necessary  to  have  appealed  to  all  who  know 
hira  Intimately,  for  a  coirplete  roAitatlon  of  the  heterodox 
optalon  entertained  by  Dr.  Johnson  on  this  tut^ect.  He 
allowed  Mr.  Burke,  at  the  reader  will  Snd  hereafter,  to  be  a 
man  of  consummate  and  unrivalled  abilities  in  every  light 
except  that  now  under  consideration  ;  and  the  variety  of  nis 
allusions,  and  tplcndour  of  hit  Imagery,  have  made  tuch  an 
Iroprestlon  on  all  the  mt  of  the  world,  that  superficial 
observert  are  apt  to  overlook  hit  other  merits,  and  to  tup- 
pose  that  wit  It  bit  chief  and  most  prominent  excelletioe ; 
when  In  fact  it  is  only  one  of  the  many  talents  that  he  pot- 
tesiet,  whkh  are  to  variout  and  extraordinary,  thai  Ic  it 
ttry  dlfllcult  to  atcertaln  preritely  the  rank  and  value  of 
:b.  —  Maloxb.    See  potf ,  Utta  April,  ITTS. .  C. 
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other  eud.  Burke,  Sir,  is  sack  a  sum,  ^dmi  if 
I  ^ou  met  nun  wr  liie  firtt  tine  ni  the  itieeti 
where  you  were  stopped  by  a  drove  of  oxen, 
and  yon  and  he  stepped  sside  to  take  shelter 
bat  for  five  miinites,  Wd  talk  to  jou  in  such  a 
flsaimer,  that,  when  ^ou  parted,  you  would  say, 
This  is  an  eatraordinary  aun.  l9ow,  yon  may 
he  long  enough  with  me,  without  £ndinjr  any 
thinv  esrbraordinary.**  He  said,  he  beuered 
Burke  was  intended  lor  the  law;  bnt  either 
had  not  money  enonsh  to  follow  it,  or  had  not 
diligenoe  enough.  He  said,  he  could  not  un- 
derstand how  a  man  could  apfdy  to  one  tiling, 
and  not  to  anotiier.  Robertson  sfud,  one  man 
had  more  judnnent,  another  more  imagination. 
Jfomsoir.  **No,  8ir;  it  is  oidy,  one  man  has 
mofe  nind  than  another.  He  may  direct  it 
differentiy ;  he  may,  by  accident,  see  the  suc- 
cess of  one  kind  of  study,  and  take  a  desire  to 
excel  in  tt  I  am  persuaded  that  had  Sir  Isaac 
Newton  applied  to  poetry,  he  would  have  made 
a  very  fine  epic  poem.  I  could  as  easily  apply 
to  law  as  to  tragic  poetry.**  ^  ^  Boswbex.  **  Yet, 
Sir,  yon  did  i^ly  to  tragic  poetry,  not  to 
law.**  JomsoH.  **  Beeanse,  9tr,  I  had  not 
money  to  study  law.  Sir,  the  man  who  has 
vigour  may  mm  to  the  east,  just  as  well  as  to 
the  west,  if  he  happens  to  turn  his  head  that 
way.**  BoawKiL.  ^  But,  Sir,  'tis  like  walking 
up  and  down  a  luQ;  one  man  may  naturany 
do  the  one  better  than  Ihe  otiier.  A  hare  wiU 
mn  up  a  hill  best,  firom  her  fi3Te-4egs  being 
abort ;  a  dog  down.**  Jqbxsox.  ^  Nay,  Sir ; 
that  is  from  mechanical  powers.  If  you  make 
mind  mechanical,  you  may  aigue  in  that 
manner.  One  mind  b  a  vice,  and  holds  fast ; 
there's  a  good  memory.  Another  is  a  file ;  and 
he  is  a  disputant,  a  controversialist.  Another 
and  he  is  sarcasticaL**    We  talked 


IS  a 


of  Whitfield.    He  said  he  was  at  the  same 
col^ge  with  him,  and  knew  htm  before  he 


Cm* 


1    Of  all  Jnhiim't 
parts  and  tba  uma  a|>- 


givoB  to 
WKjmd.   Dei,  <ff 


i«u    Dirdta  __ 
i«aidihava 

of  tba  pawn.  wiitA  ara 
oT  MlMla  MarnlDgaDd  leis  kmmtj 
the  Tkif4  Mimdlmim,-^lf.  CnoniioaAM. 
«  Ttatt  camot  ba  iiU  tMw,  aAer  the 
Mr.  iota  WatliT  took  ^rfaat  aur  Amaricaa  krath'raa,  vlicn. 
to  lilaovB  aaaM,  ha  throar  MM«pt  hk  oattailaatk  flock  the 

l««  9t  Or.  Johnaoa's  **  Tnmiiom  »o 

1- 


«a4  attair  the  tololarant  ipirit  which  he 


firiiov  Chilitlans  of  the  AoeBan  Cathalic 
for  wUch  that  «ble  efaaapleo.  FMher  O'Learf. 
hoi  #««n  Ma  aa  hiailja  dnihblac.  M  I  •haold  think  my. 
m4t  verf  antrorthy.  If  I  dM  not  al  the  noia  time  aiftnovledge 
Mr.  Joha  We»le/t  mertt.  aa  a  veteraa  **  soldier  of  Jesat 
Chrtet.**  vho  has.  I  do  boMera,  tvmed  manf  froao  darkness 
ime  llcht.aBd  fraas  the  power  of  Satan  to  the  Uvini  God — 


•  Mr.  BmhuB.    SeoMrt^.  p.a«S. ~Cbi 

*  If  doa  attention  vers  paid  to  this  iihiwiaHaa.  there 
aaahi  he  man  rlrtue  eYeti  ia  politics.  What  Dr.  Johnson 
iiMtIf  coadewoed  has.  I  tm  tony  to  sar,  sraatlf  Inctaasad  in 
tl»«-  pnxat  rrlipi.  At  the  di«t«nre  oT  four  years  tnm  this 
«'«<*irvr*aikm.  tUt  of  Febravy.  177T.  ny  Lord  ArchMshop  of 
Y'ifft,  la  bis "  lUrmon  brfore  the  Society  for  the  Prnpa- 
fatum  of  the  G<jspal  In  Forel«n  ParU."  tbos  IndiKaantly 
dvMrtbas  the  Own  state  oT  parties :  —  "  Parties  oncp  had  a 
nrifipit  bHonffinr  U*  theoi.  absurd.  r«>*haps.  and  indefnisi- 
hi*-.  ImI  atUI  carrying  •  notlnn  oT  duty,  by  which  boD^«t 
ui»t*4f  mlftit  #••  If  »i«  raiifht.  But  thry  are  now  cnanbl- 
iA«u«jas  etf  lodi»lduals,  who.  instead  of  batof  the  sons  and 


began  to  be  better  Ifcan  Other  peofie  (■disg); 
ihf^  he  brfieved  he  aineerely  meanl  vctt,  bst 
had  a  mixture  of  politMS  and  ostaalitioB: 
whereas  Weslej  thought  of  reiipoa  only.* 
Kobertaon  said,  Whitfield  had  sferoog  oafeanl 
eloquence,  whtdi,  if  cultivated,  wmki  htn 
done  great  things.    Jonvaosi.    **  Why,  Sir,  I 
take  it  he  was  at  the  heMt  of  what  hitsislitia 
could  do,  and  was  sensible  of  it    Uekadt^ 
ordinarj  advantages   of  edneation;  but  Ve 
diose  to  pursue  that  oratory  whaeh  ii  far  tlw 
mob.**    Boswsu:^    «'  He  had  mst  cftet  « 
the  pasnons.**    Jomaon.    «"  mj,  Sir,  I  don't 
thiiu:  so.    He  could  not  represent  a  saeeenoo 
of  ^thetic  images.    He  vodferatad,  and  suwie 
an  impression.    There,  again,  was  a  aund  like 
a  hanuner.**    Dr.  Johnson  now  said,  a  oertajo 
eaunent  pofitieal  inend  *  of  ours  was  wrong  m 
his  maxim  of  stickinir  to  a  eertain  set  of  Men 
on  all  occasions.    *^  I  can  see  that  a  msa  my 
do  right  to  stick  to  a  jmHy^''  said  he,  ''ihain 
to  saj,  he  is  a  Whig,  or  l»e  is  a  Tory',  and  Ik 
thinks  one  of  those  parties  upon  the  whole  ^ 
best,  and  that  to  make  it  prevail,  it  niiistW 
generally  supported,  though,  in  particnlin*  it 
may  be  wrong.     He  takes  its  faggot  tif  pny* 
ciples,  in  which  there  are  fewer  rotten  sii'  u 
than  in  the  other,  though  some  rotten  ttv-kK. 
to  be  sure ;  and  Ihej  cannot  well  be  eepante-i 
Bot,  to  bind  one*s  self  to  one  man,  or  ob«  «« ^ 
of  men  (who  may  be  right  to-daj,  and  wmnz 
to-morrow),  without  any  general  prefercncf  ct 
system,  I  must  disapprove.**  ^ 

He  told  us  of  Cooke,  who  tnB>Ii:<^^ 
Hesiod,  and  Kved  twenty  jean  on  a  tiaaiUtMn 
of  Ffaratus,  fiir  which  he  was  ahnna  tskin: 
subscriptions ;  and  that  he  presentad  Foote  t*^ 
a  dub  in  the  fi^UowiM  aingidar  maanff 
''Tlus  is  the  nephew  of  tbe  gtiiilfrmia  «b> 
was  lately  hung  in  diains  ftr  ■awdMiaa  k« 
brother.**  * 


their 


of  tha  cooiBi 

their  pitrale  Interests.    It 

notion  of  politloai  hanenr.    I  __,...  ^ 
jarioos  to  saf ,  that  soeh  a  hand  la 
vhlch  the  lowest   and 
tegether^aadthat  a 


air  sJ»iV-« 


.•  r- 


*• 


To  fend  a  fhwuhf,  aMch  joit 
intodof  Jatiniaa,  thus  apyaariai 
tisM,  and  withaot  aov  eosa» 
larfed  to  Ml  gvaarth  In  the  mind  of  Mark 
ob^  of  phHosophleal  nwilnaHatiwi 
and  IniaiaeMS  aiadB  sho^d  hare  bora  _ 
that  th«7sbo<dd  have  hsW  It  to  ba -or 
thaBrfdsh  aabiceta  iia^aAtii  In 
ahiect  caaditien  of  hohMttff  aR  their 
British  aubiMts  remalninf  at  hasae, 
oar  eoawon  lord  tha  hint  was  to  he 
atrikinf  prooC  to  ae,  elthar  that  *■ ' 
the  loftincas  af  ' 


may  ba  SMpeca(4  that  ArchblAoy  ] 
were  eavoftly  ahned  at  Mr.  B«iaa*s  d 
aoce  («a«#,  p.  MS.  n.  S).  MarhbeM  < 
male  polttieal  as  weU  as  prHaie 
pect  of  bifh  eborcb  pfefpfwenl 
seetas  to  hare  brnkm  of  froas 
pihHelan     See  Jbv*r*«  Qwis^,  ^ 
•  Mr.  Ptoete's  mothrr  was  Ihr 
Gondsre,  Bart ,  and  of  Csytaia 
H.M.S.  Ruby,  on  board  whish. 


•yti«  to  Ris«'*  I  * 
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Id  the  erorarg  I  introdnoed  to  Mr.  Johnson ' 
two  good  friendfl  of  mine,  Mr  William  Naime, 
idyoctte,  and  Mr.  Hamikon  of  Sundrum,  my 
DOffhboiir  in  tke  country,  both  of  whom  supped 
with  OS.  I  have  preserved  nothing  of  what 
ptned,  except  that  Dr.  Johnson  displayed  aa- 
otiierof  his  heterodox  opinions  —  a  contempt 
of  tragic  acting.  He  said,  the  action  of  all 
pIsTers  in  trs^dy  is  had.  It  should  be  a 
iBJui*8  ftndy  to  repress  those  sisns  of  emotion 
and  psssion,  as  they  are  called.  He  was  of  a 
direray  contrsry  opinion  to  that  of  Fielding, 
in  hn**Tom  Jones;**  who  makes  Partridge 
laj  of  Garrick,  **  Why,  I  could  act  as  well  as 
be  mnelf.  I  am  sore,  if  I  had  seen  a  ghost,  I 
diould  have  looked  in  the  Tcry  same  manner, 
and  done  just  as  he  did.*'  For,  when  I  asked 
lum,  **  Would  not  yon.  Sir,  start  as  Mr.  Gar- 
rick  does,  if  yoa  aaw  a  ghost  ?  **  he  answered, 
""Ihoi^ not    If  I  did,  I  should  frighten  the 


CHAPTER  XXXI. 
1778. 

Edinhwgk.  —  OpdtH  on  Prayer,  —  Lord  HaUoa.  — 
?faUamad  Homoe.  -^  The  Adooeain*  Uhrary,  — 
Wrilmg  dog^odfy.  —  TAe  Umoiu  —  Qmotn  Mary. 
j  ~  SL  Gika't,  —  7%o  Oowjfoto. —- Tho  CoOtgo.-^ 
[  Eofyrood  Hamoe.  ^  Smift  —  WUdterap.  — 
yirdMoohoddoamdthoOwnn^(hda»g,~^Aeioro, 
—  AMCrjr    amd    Ltxieographf,  —  Soeplieum^  — 


Vuuaad  Sedk^ -^  Matkmnn, -^ IMtrary  Pro^ 
fapf,^B9$mars  Ckarmekf  of  Himadf,  —  Thoy 

Mondt^^  Anguti  16tft.  — Da.  Wiixiam  Bo- 
BiiTsoa  came  to  breakfast  We  talked  of 
Ogden  on  Prayer.  Dr.  Johnson  said,  "  The 
same  arguments  which  are  used  against  6od*s 
I^earing  prayer,  will  serve  against  his  rewardii^ 
good,  and  punishing  eril.  He  has  resolve^ 
^  has  declared,  in  the  former  case  as  in  the 
letter."  He  had  last  night  looked  into  Lord 
Hailtt^a  **  Remarks  on  the  History  of  Scot- 
l^d.**  Dr.  Robertson  and  I  said,  it  was  a 
gty  Lord  Hailes  did  not  write  greater  thinss. 
His  lordship    had   not   then   published    his 


r^iMtitnt 


l^  <D  immarf,  1741,  tlM  enCafai  oiOMd  hU  brother  to  be 
*"tuyf  ovried,  and  then  barbarouslr  murdered.  CapUin 
}^w«  w,  wHb  Mro  of  hlft  aeeinnpliece.  executed  for  thU 
2]^cja  tfae  April  fitllowlaf .    The  drcurattances  of  thii 

^cne,and  toaie  other  facte  ooDnncded  with  this 
to  an  opinion  thet  Cepteln  Goodere  was  imaoe ; 

onhaypv  dranMtaiioet  in  Foote't  llle  reader  it 

, ,     that  *r  hod  not  wholly  OM-aped  thU  hereditarj 

rS^^f  of  miad.      Ths  last  baronet,  who  called  him- 

«v  Sir  JobD  Diaely,  died  in  lflQ9,a  poor  Knlsbt  of  Wlnibor 

r™ae  end  la  ladifence.  —  CaoKsa.    Foote's  flnt  pub- 

I  E"K»  vat  a  paaqphlat  in  detaioe  of  hie  unde'e  memorj.— 

fru.^  S*'*'*  <*— «'*'»'U  that  I  aoawtlinee  call  mj  great 
^^  Mr.  JobnaoQ,  eometime*  Dr.  Johiiion ;  tboogh  he  had 
"tttat tine  a  Doctor's  degree  from  Trinity  College,  Dublin. 
1 M  UoiTcnity  of  Oxford  alterw«rd»  conferred  it  upon 
«a  bya  oploina,  la  very  booourable  terras.    It  was  some 


^  Annals  of  Scotland.**  Johkboh.  **  I  re- 
member I  was  onoe  on  a  visit  at  the  house  of  a 
lady  for  whom  I  had  a  high  respect  There 
was  a  good  deal  of  company  in  the  room. 
When  tney  were  gone,  I  said  to  this  lady, 
'  What  foolish  talking  have  we  had  !*--  <  Yes,* 
said  she,  ^  but  while  they  talked,  you  said  no- 
thing.* I  was  struck  with  the  reproof.  How 
much  better  is  the  man  who  does  any  thine 
that  is  innocent,  than  he  who  does  nothing ! 
Besides,  I  love  anecdotes,  I  fancy  mankind 
may  come,  in  time,  to  write  all  aphoristically, 
except  in  narrative ;  grow  weary  of  prepar- 
ation, and  connection,  and  illustration,  ana  all 
those  arts  by  which  a  big  book  is  made.  If  a 
man  is  to  wait  till  he  weaves  anecdotes  into  a 
system,  we  naay  be  long  in  getting  them,  and 
get  but  few,  in  c(Hnparison  of  w&t  we  might 
get" 

Dr.  Robertson  said,  the  notions  of  Eupham 
Macallan,  a  fanatic  woman,  of  whom  Lord 
Hailes  gives  a  sketch,  were  still  prevalent 
amon^  some  of  the  presbyterians ;  and  there- 
fore, It  was  right  in  Loni  Hailes,  a  man  of 
known  piety,  to  undeceive  them. 

We  walked  out,  that  Dr.  Johnson  mieht  see 
some  of  the  things  which  we  have  to  show  at 
Edinburgh.  We  went  to  the  Parliament- 
house  *,  where  the  parliament  of  Scotland  sat, 
and  where  the  ordmary  lords  of  session  hold 
their  courts,  and  to  the  new  session-house  ad- 
joining to  it,  where  our  court  of  fifleen  (the 
fourteen  ordinaries,  with  the  lord  president  at 
their  head)  sit  as  a  court  of  review.  We  went 
to  the  advocate*8  librory,  of  which  Dr.  Johnson 
took  a  cursory  view ;  and  then  to  what  is  called 
the  Laigh  (or  under)  Parliament-house,  where 
the  records  of  Scotland,  which  has  an  universal 
security  by  renster,  are  deposited,  till  the 
great  r«B;ister  office  be  finished.^  I  was  pleased 
to  behoM  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson  rolling  about 
in  this  old  magaxine  of  antiquities.  There 
was,  by  this  time,  a  pretty  numerous  circle  of 
us  attending  upon  him.  Somebody  talked  of 
happy  moments  for  composition,  and  bow  a 
man  can  write  at  one  time,  and  not  at  another. 
'*  Nay,**  said  Dr.  Johnson,  ^  a  man  may  write 
at  any  time,  if  he  will  set  himself  doggedly  to 
it*** 

I  here  began  to  indulge  old  Scottish  senti- 
ments, and  to  express  a  warm  regret,  that,  by 


time  before  I  could  bring  myself  to  call  him  Doctor ;  but, 
aa  he  has  been  long  known  by  that  title,  I  shall  give  it 
to  him  In  the  rest  of  this  Journal.  .~Bosw«ll.  Johnson 
never,  it  seems,  called  himself  Dodor.  See  anii,  p.  168.  — 
Cmmu«. 

s  It  was  00  tMs  visit  to  the  parliament-house,  that  Mr. 
Henry  Brsklne  (brother  of  Lord  Buchan  and  Lord  Brskine), 
after  being  presented  to  Dr.  Johnson  by  Mr.  Boswell,  and 
baring  made  his  bow,  slipped  a  shilling  into  Boswell's  hand, 
whisperinf  that  It  was  for  the  sight  of  his  bear.  —  Waltbr 
SooTT.    This  was  the  subject  or  a  ootemporary  caricature. 

—  WaiOBT. 

'  This  great  Reglsta'  OtBce  is  now  one  of  the  archi- 
tectural beauties  of  Edinburgh —  Crokbk. 

*  This  word  it  ccmimooly  used  to  signify  sullenly,  gloomily ; 
and  in  that  sense  alone  It  appears  in  Dr.  Johnson's  Dic- 
tionary. I  suppose  he  meant  by  it,  "  with  an  obstinate  reso- 
lution, similar  to  that  of  a  sullen  man.'* —  Boswell. 
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our  union  with  England,  we  were  no  more ; 
our  independent  kingdom  was  lost.  Johnson. 
"  Sir,  never  talk  of  your  indcpendencj,  who 
could  let  your  queen  remain  twenty  years  in 
captivity,  and  then  be  put  to  death,  without 
even  a  pretence  of  justice,  without  your  ever 
attemptmg  to  rescue  her ;  and  such  a  queen 
too !  as  every  man  of  any  gallantry  of  spirit 
would  have  sacrificed  his  life  for.**  Worthy 
Mr.  Jambs  Kerb,  keeper  of  the  records. 
"  Half  our  nation  was  bribed  by  English 
money.**  Johnson.  *^  Sir,  that  is  no  defence : 
that  makes  you  worse.**  Good  Mr.  Brown, 
keeper  of  the  advocates*  library.  ^We  had 
better  say  nothing  about  it.**  Boswell.  **  You 
would  have  been  glad,  however,  to  have  had 
us  last  war,  Sir,  to  fight  vour  battles!" 
Johnson.  '*  We  should  have  had  you  for  the 
same  price,  though  there  hod  been  no  union, 
as  we  might  have  had  Swis^  or  other  troops. 
No,  no,  1  shall  agree  to  a  separation.  You 
have  only  to  go  home,**  Just  as  he  had  said 
this,  I,  to  divert  the  subject,  showed  him  the 
signed  assurances  of  the  three  successive  kings 
or  the  Hanover  family,  to  nuiintain  the  pres- 
bjrterian  establishment  in  Scotland.  ^  We*ll 
give  you  that,**  said  he,  ^*  into  the  bargain.** ' 

We  next  went  to  the  great  church  of  St 
Giles,  which  has  lost  its  original  magnificence 
in  the  inside,  by  being  divided  into  four  places 
of  presbyterian  worship.  '^Come,**  said  Dr. 
Johnson  jocularly  to  Principal  Robertson*, 
**  let  me  see  what  was  once  a  church  I  **  We 
entered  that  division  which  was  formerly  caUed 
the  New  Church,  and  of  late  the  High  Churdi, 
so  well  known  by  the  eloquence  of  Dr.  Hugh 
Blair.  It  is  now  very  elegantly  fitted  up ;  but 
it  was  then  shamefully  dirty.  Dr.  Johnson 
said  nothing  at  the  time ;  but  when  we  came 
to  the  great  door  of  the  royal  infirmary,  where, 
upon  a  board,  was  this  inscription,  '*  Clean 
your  feet  I  **  he  turned  about  slyly,  and  said, 
^  There  is  no  occasion  for  putting  this  at  the 
doors  of  your  churches !  ** 

We  then  conducted  him  down  the  Post- 
house-stairs,  Parliament-dose,  and  made  him 
look  up  from  the  Cowgate  to  the  highest 
building  in  Edinbui^h  (from  which  he  had 
just  descended),  being  thirteen  floors  or  stories 
from  the  ffround  upon  the  back  elevation ;  the 
front  waif  beinff  built  u|ion  the  edge  of  the 
hill,  and  the  ba^  wall  rising  from  the  bottom 
of  the  hill  several  stories  before  it  comes  to  a 
level  with  the  front  walL'  We  proceeded  to 
the  college,  with  the  Principal  at  our  head. 

*  TbU  teeaig  to  hav*  bem  a  tooeh  of  JmeoUte  joeuUrltj, 
meanlof  than  Jotinaon  would  Im  willing,  to  eooilderatlon  of 
U>e  dUtolutlon  of  tho  Union,  to  allow  tho  Hamowrlamilm 
to  reign  in  ScotUod,  inferring,  of  ooone,  that  tiM  stmaru 
wero  to  rrlgu  in  Bnflaod.  —  Caoftn.  Perliapt,  Jobnton 
meant  that  thcj.  th«  Scotcli.  were  welcome  not  only  to  rtar 
at  home,  but  to  hero  their  kirk  too -.at  Inlbrior  to  the  dkmrdk 
at  Scotland  to  England. »  Lock ■  tar. 

*  I  hare  hitherto  called  hlm  Dr.  Wltllara  Robertton.  to 
dlttlniritiih  him  from  Dr.  Jamet  Robertson,  who  it  toon  to 
mtke  hit  appearanoa ;  but  Principal,  from  hit  being  the  head 
of  our  cnltege.  It  hit  utual  designation,  and  It  tborter :  to  I 
ahall  ute  it  hereafter.-.  BotwtLC 


I 

^ 


Dr.  Adam  Fergusson,  whose  "Essay  on  the 
History  of  (yivil  Society  **  gives  him  a  respect- 
able place  in  the  ranks  of  literature,  was  with 
us.  As  the  college  buildings  are  indeed  Terr 
mean,  the  Principal  said  to  Dr.  Johtuon,  titt: 
he  must  give  them  the  same  enitbet  that  a 
Jesuit  did  when  showing  a  poor  college  abroad : 
*'  Ha  muerkt  noMtrar  Dr.  Johnson  was,  hov - 
ever,  much  pleased  with  the  library,  tod  with 
the  conversation  of  Dr.  James  Robertson,  pn> 
fessor  of  Oriental  languages,  the  librarian.  We 
talked  of  Kennicot*s  edition  of  the  Hebrt>w 
Bible,  and  hoped  it  would  be  quite  faiibtul. 
Johnson.  *'  Sir,  I  know  not  any  cnme  » 
great  that  a  man  could  contrive  to  commit,  a^ 
poisoning  the  sources  of  eternal  truth.** 

I  pointed  out  to  him  where  there  form^j 
stooa  an  old  wall  endostng  part  of  the  coUrje, 
which  I  remember  bulged  out  in  a  threatening 
manner,  and  of  which  thera  was  a  comcit^o 
tradition  similar  to  that  concerning  BaiWs 
study  at  Oxford,  that  it  would  fall  upon  some 
very  learned  man.  It  had  some  time  beuu-e 
this  been  taken  down,  that  the  street  might  Ic 
widened,  and  a  more  oonvenient  wall  buiii 
Dr.  Johnson,  glad  of  an  opportunity  to  have  a 
pleasant  hit  at  Scottish  learning,  said,  ^'Tbtj 
nave  been  afraid  it  never  would  fall.** 

We  showed  him  the  royal  infimsry,  ^ 
which,  and  for  every  other  exertion  of  gvoen  'i« 
public  spirit  in  his  power,  that  noble-iiun''*'<^ 
citixen  of  Edinbunh,  Georse  DrumDoodV 
will  be  ever  held  in  nonourable  renienbrafi<^- 
And  we  were  too  proud  not  to  cairr  bim  ui 
the  abbey  of  Holyrood  House,  that  betnt  ijl 
piece  of  architecture,  bat,  alas  I  that  de»eft<d 
mansion  of  royalty,  which  Hamilton  of  BaDg<.«'% 
in  one  of  his  elegant  poems  caUa, 
**  A  virtuous  palace,  where  no  muaaieb  dwttta' 

I  was  much  entertained  while  Frincipil 
Robertson  fluently  harangued  to  Dr.  Joba^<^ 
upon  the  spot,  oonceniing  scenes  of  his  it'i^ 
brated  History  of  Scotland.  We  sonreTal 
that  part  of  Uie  psJaoe  ^ipropriated  to  tk 
Duke  of  Hamilton,  as  keeper,  in  which  f^ 
beautiful  Queen  Mary  lived,  and  in  wb>  i 
David  Rixxio  was  murdered,  and  siso  tbe«*i<' 
rooms.  Dr.  Johnson  was  m  great  reciter  o(  .il 
sorts  of  things,  serious  or  oomioL  I  of^^^"^ 
him  repeating  here,  in  a  kind  of  mult^i*^ 
tone,  aline  of  the  old  ballad,  ••  Johnsy  Arm- 
strong's Last  Good  Night.** 

•<  And  ran  him  through  the  frir  body !" 

We  returned  to  my  house,  where  there  w^ 


»  Thit  loftr  _     _  _ 

DOW  oecupiad  bf  Sir  WUKaa  Fofbotl  task.— d 

4  ThU  axeolloot  BMSittrate  4lod  te  t7«C 
after  bit  doaUi.  a  bott  of  bin.  bv  MolMka«^  ««• 
ttio  poblic  hall  or  tbo  bofpltal,  wlcb  iMa  iMcripu^ 
pea  of  RobartaoQ :— **  OoorM  DrammanL  m  « 
couDtry  It  iodcbtod  Cor  aU  cbo  brniil  wbkb  adr 
Um  roril  inSrwiar7.**~llotwiax. 

*  Tb«  ttanaa  9mm  wblcb  bo  look  fUt  Itot  !••» 

■*  Bal  Umo  roto  itp  all  BdUnbsrfb, 
Tboy  rote  up  bf  UKtntaiwJt  ibraa  t 
A  cowardl J  Scot  cano  Join  btblad. 
And  ran  bim  tbrougb  Ibo  ftto-  bo^!*- 


Mr.  64. 


BOSWELL'S  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


277 


him,  at  dinner,  the  Duchesa  of  Douglas  ^  Sir 
Adolphus  Oughton,  Lord  Chief  Baron  [Orde], 
Sir  William  Forbes,  Principal  Robertson,  Mr. 
Cullen,  advocate.  Before  oinner,  he  told  us 
of  a  curious  conversation  between  the  famous 
Gcoi^e  Faulkner  and  him.  Greoree  said,  that 
England  had  dnuned  Ireland  of  fiity  thousand 
pounds  in  specie,  annually,  for  miy  years. 
""How  80,  Sir  ?**  said  Dr.  Johnson :  **you  must 
have  very  great  trade P"  —  " No  trade."  — 
**  Veiy  rich  mines  ?-— '* No  mines."— "From 
whence,  then,  does  all  this  money  come  ?  "  — 
^  Come !  why  out  of  the  blood  and  bowels  of 
the  poor  people  of  Ireland  1 " 

He  seemed  to  me  to  have  an  unaccountable 
prejudice  against  Swiil  *;  for  I  once  took  the 
liberty  to  m  him,  if  Swih  had  personally  of- 
fended him,  and  he  told  me,  he  nad  not.  He 
uid  to-day,  **  Swift  is  clear,  but  he  is  shallow. 
Iq  course  numour  he  is  inferior  to  Arbuthnot ; 
in  delicate  humour  he  is  inferior  to  Addison. 
So  he  is  inferior  to  his  contemporaries,  without 
putting  him  flgainst  the  whole  world.  I  doubt 
if  the  ^Tale  of  a  Tub  *  was  his ;  it  has  so  much 
more  thinking,  more  knowledge,  more  power, 
more  colour,  than  any  of  the  works  which  are 
indisputably  his.  If  it  was  his,  I  shall  only 
say,  be  was  impar  st^i." 

We  gave  hmi  as  good  a  dinner  as  we  could. 
Oar  S^tch  muir-fowl,  or  grouse,  were  then 
abundant,  and  quite  in  season ;  and,  so  far  as 
viidom  and  wit  can  be  aided  by  administering 
agreeable  sensations  to  the  palate,  my  wife 
took  care  that  our  great  guest  should  not  be 
deficient 

Sir  Adolphus  Oughton,  then  our  deputy 
commander  m  chief,  who  was  not  only  an  ex- 
cellent officer,  but  one  of  the  most  universal 
schoUin'I  erer  knew,  had  learned  the  Erse 
language,  and  expressed  his  belief  in  the  au- 
thenticity of  Ossian*s  Poetry.  Dr.  Johnson 
took  th^  opposite  side  of  that  perplexed  Ques- 
tion^, and  I  was  afraid  the  dispute  would  have 
nm  high  between  them.  But  Sir  Adolphus, 
who  bad  a  very  sweet  temper,  changed  the  dis- 
course, grew  playful,  lau£[hed  at  Lord  Mon- 
boddo*s  notion  of  men  having  tails,  and  called 
him  a  judge  d  poMteriori^  which  amused  Dr. 
Johnson,  and  thus  hostilities  were  prevented. 

At  supper  we  had  Dr.  Cullen,  his  son  the 
^Tocate,  Dr.  Adam  Fergusson,  and  Mr.  Cros- 
^  advocate.  Witchcraft  was  introduced. 
Mr.  Crosbie  said  he  thought  it  the  greatest 


J  VarfiTCC  dancbtor  of  Jsmet  Doofflas,  Em.,  of  the 
u^-  '*Aii  old  lady.**  writes  Dr.  Johnion,  **who  talki 
^Mri  ScQCch  with  a  paraljtJc  voice,  and  It  scarce  understood 
^  i^ovii  countnrmen.**  —  Letten.  —  Cbokkb. 

'  There  probably  was  no  opportunity  for  what  could  be  in 
j^TMacM  called  permmml  olleooe,  as  they  had  never  met ; 
wt  1  tuspcct  that  the  aflUr  of  the  Dublin  degree  (Mil. 
f  f? )  ouy  have  crested  this  prejudice.  But  what  could 
2«^SM(i  mean  by  caUing  Swill  **  skailow  f "  If  be  be  ikal- 
*f.  «bo,  tai  his  department  of  literature,  is  profound? 
««boat  admitting  that  Swift  was  **  inferior  in  coarse 
butt«v  to  Arbuthnot'*  (of  whose  precise  share  in  the 
fwki  to  wbt^  bo  Is  supposed  to  have  contributed,  we 
Uo«  Uttle  or  aolfe^),  It  mi^  be  observed,  that  he  who  is 


blasphemy  to  suppose  evil  spirits  counteracting 
the  Deity,  and  raising  storms,  for  instance,  to 
destroy  his  creatures.  Johhsok.  **Why,  Sir, 
if  moral  evil  be  consistent  with  the  government 
of  the  Deity,  why  may  not  physical  evil  be  also 
consistent  with  it  ?  It  is  not  more  strange  that 
there  should  be  evil  spirits  than  evil  men :  evil 
unembodied  spirits,  than  evil  embodied  spirits. 
And  as  to  storms,  we  know  there  are  such 
things;  and  it  is  no  worse  that  evil  spirits 
raise  them  than  that  they  rise.**  Cbosbie. 
^^  But  it  is  not  credible  Uiat  witches  should 
have  effected  what  they  are  said  in  stories  to 
have  done.**  Jobhsoh.  *'  Sir,  I  am  not  de- 
fending their  credibility.  I  am  only  sayins 
that  your  arguments  are  not  good,  and  wifi 
not  overturn  the  belief  of  witcncraft.  —  (Dr. 
Ferffusson  said  to  me  aside,  'He  is  right.*) -^ 
And  then.  Sir,  you  have  all  mankind,  rude  and 
civilised,  agreeing  in  the  belief  of  the  agency 
of  preternatural  powers.  You  must  take  evi- 
dence ;  you  must  consider  that  wise  and  great 
men  have  oondenmed  witches  to  die.**  Cbosbib. 
''But  an  act  of  parliament  put  an  end  to 
witchcraft.**  Johbson.  "  No,  Sir,  witchcraft 
had  ceased ;  and,  therefore,  an  act  of  parlia- 
ment was  passed  to  prevent  persecution  for 
what  was  not  witchcraft.  Why  it  ceased  we 
cannot  tell,  as  we  cannot  tell  the  reason  of 
many  other  things.**  Dr.  Cullen,  to  keep  up 
the  gratificadon  of  mysterious  disquisition, 
with  the  ^ve  address  for  which  he  is  re- 
markable m  his  companionable  as  in  his  pro- 
fessional hours,  talked  in  a  very  entertaining 
manner,  of  people  walking  and  conversing  in 
their  sleep.  I  am  very  sorry  I  have  no  note 
of  this.^  We  talked  of  the  ouran-oUtang,  and 
of  Lord  Monboddo*s  thinking  that  he  might  be 
taught  to  speak.  Dr.  Johnson  treaiM  this 
with  ridicule.  Mr.  Crosbie  said  that  Lord 
Monboddo  believed  the  existence  of  every 
thing  possible ;  in  short,  that  all  which  is  in 
posse  might  be  found  in  esse,  Johrsoh.  **  But, 
Sir,  it  is  as  possible  that  the  ouran-outang  does 
not  speak,  as  that  he  speaks.  However,  I 
shall  not  contest  the  point.  I  should  have 
thought  it  not  possible  to  find  a  Monboddo ; 
yet  he  exists.**  I  agfun  mentioned  the  sta^e. 
JoHvsoir.  "  The  appearance  of  a  player,  with 
whom  I  have  drunk  tea,  counteracts  the  ima- 
gination that  he  is  the  character  he  represents. 
Nay,  you  know,  nobody  imagines  that  he  is 
the  character  he  represents.    They  say,  '  See 


ieoomd  to  the  greatest  roasters  of  dtlTerent  styles  may  be  said 
to  be  the  first  on  the  whole.  It  it  as  certain  that  the  Tale 
of  a  Tub  was  SwMt's  as  that  the  Rambler  was  Johnson*s.  — 
CiOKia. 

*  Lord  Stowell  remembered  with  pleasure  the  elegance 
and  extent  of  Sir  Adolphus  Oughton's  literature,  and  the 
suavity  of  his  manners. — CaoKia. 

*  A  question  perplexed  only  by  national  prejudices, 
heightened,  in  a  few  cases,  bj  individual  obstinacy.  See 
post,  Sept.  23.  177S.— Caoaan. 

»  There  Is  In  the  Life  of  BbicUock,  In  Ai^er9om*$  Brit.  PoeU, 
an  anecdote  of  Dr.  Blacklock's  somnambulism,  which  may 
very  prolMbly  have  been  one  of  the  topics  on  this  occasion.— 
CaoKftB. 
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Gtfiick!  bow  be  looki  to-nigfatl  See  bow 
be*U  elutcb  the  dogger  I  *  That  it  the  buzs  of 
the  theatre.**  i 

Tuuday,  Amg.  17.  —  Sir  WUliun  Forbes  ! 
came  to  breakfaBt,  and  brought  with  bun  Dr.  , 
Blacklock,  whom  he  introduced  to  Dr.  Jobnaoo, 
who  reoeiYed  him  with  a  mo«t  bitmane  com- 
plaoencjr ;  ^  Dear  Dr.  Bkcklock,  I  am  giad  to 
see  you !  **  Blacklock  seemed  to  be  muai  lur- 
prised  when  Dr.  Johnson  said,  **  it  was  easier 
to  him  to  write  poetry  than  to  compose  bis 
Dictionary.  His  mind  was  less  on  the  stretch 
in  doing  the  one  than  the  other.*  Besides, 
composing  a  dictionary  requires  books  and  a  ! 
desk :  you  can  make  a  poem  walking  in  the  ' 
fields,  or  lying  in  bed.**  Dr.  Blacklock  spoke 
of  scepticism  in  morals  and  religion  with  ap- 
parent uneasiness,  as  if  he  wished  for  more 
certainty.'  Dr.  Johnson,  who  had  thought  it 
all  over,  and  whose  yigorous  understanding 
was  fortified  by  much  experience,  thus  en- 
oouriffied  the  blind  bard  to  apply  to  higher 
specttlataons  what  we  all  willingly  submit  to  in 
common  life :  in  short,  he  gave  bim  more  fami- 
liarly the  able  and  fair  reasoning  of  Butler*s 
Anslogy  :  ^  Why,  Sir,  the  greatest  concern  we 
haye  in  this  world,  the  choice  of  our  profession, 
must  be  determined  without  demonstrative 
reasoning.  Human  life  is  not  yet  so  well 
known,  as  that  we  can  have  it :  and  take  the 
case  of  a  man  who  is  ill.  I  call  two  phjsidans ; 
they  differ  m  opinion.  I  am  not  to  lie  down, 
and  die  between  them :  I  must  do  something.** 
llie  conversation  then  turned  on  atheism ;  on 
that  horrible  book,  S^iUmB  dt  la  Natiure ;  and 
oo  the  supposition  of  an  eternal  necessity  with- 
out desiffn,  without  a  governing  mind.  John- 
soM.  '*  If  it  were  so,  why  has  it  ceased  ?  Why 
don*t  we  see  men  thus  produced  around  us 
now  t  Why,  at  least,  does  it  not  keep  pace, 
in  some  measure,  with  the  progress  of  time  ? 
If  it  stops  because  there  is  now  no  need  of  it, 
then  it  is  plain  there  is,  and  ever  has  been, 
an  all-powerful  intelli^nce.  But  stay  1  (said 
he,  with  one  of  his  satiric  laughs).  Ha!  ha  1 
ha  I  I  shall  suppose  Scotchmen  made  neces- 
sarily, and  Englishmen  by  choice.** 

At  dinner  this  day  we  had  Sir  Alexander 
Dick,  whose  amiable  character  and  inraiious 
and  cultivated  mind  are  so  generally  known ; 
(he  was  then  on  the  verge  of  seventy,  and  is 
now  (1785)  eighty-one,  with  his  faculties 
entire,  his  heart  warm,  and  his  temper  gav)  ^ ; 
Sir  David  Dalrymple,  Lord  Hailes ;  Mr.  Mac- 
laurin,  advocate;     Dr.  Gregory,  who   now 


1  There  ii  hardly  anjr  operation  of  the  Intellect  whiefa  re- 

SIrM  Dieer  aad  deeper  coneldentlon  than  i^/fcuifwii.    A 
Duund  mon  may  write  vereee,  for  one  who  has  the  power 
of  deflnlof  and  diicrlmlnaUBff  Um  exact  neaBioir  of  words 
and  Uie  pnndplce  of  grammatieal  arranfement.—  CaoKta. 
•  See   his   Littar  oa  Uiti  whiacl  la  Uie  Appeodia— 

BOflWILL. 

>  Sir  A.  Dick  WM  boni  In  1708;  died  Koe.  10.  17SS.. 


C. 

Boewux. 


worthily  filk  his  fidher*s  medicsl  chsir;  ind 
my  uncle.  Dr.  BoewelL  This  was  one  of  Dr. 
Johnson*s  best  days.  He  was  quite  m  hi»  ele- 
ment. All  was  hterature  and  taste,  without 
any  interruption.  Lord  Hailes,  who  is  one  of 
the  best  philologists  in  Great  Britain,  who  hfl« 
written  papers  in  the  Worid,  ud  a  vsriet j  ot 
other  works  in  prose  and  in  verse,  bodi  Litio 
and  English,  pleased  him  h^[;faly.  He  told  him 
he  had  discovered  the  Life  of  Cheynel,  id  tbe 
Student,  to  be  his.  Johhsoh.  **  No  one  ebo 
knows  it.**  Dr.  Johnson  had  before  this  (Uc- 
tated  to  me  a  law-paper  ^  upon  a  question 
purely  in  the  law  of  Scotland,  coooerning  R* 
cknu  miramistiamj  that  is  to  say,  mtenneddiini: 
with  the  effects  of  a  deceased  pemo,  wttbou: 
a  regular  title ;  which  formerly  was  undentor^i 
to  subject  the  intenneddler  to  p^nent  of  til 
the  defunct's  debts.  The  principle  hss  of  Utc 
been  relaxed.  Dr.  Johnson's  argument  vs 
for  a  renewal  of  its  strictness.  Tm  psper  vts 
printed,  with  additions  by  me,  and  riven  into 
the  court  of  session.  Lord  Hafles  knew  Dr. 
J(Jinson*s  part  not  to  be  mine,  and  pointed  ooi 
exactly  where  it  began  aad  where  it  ended 
Dr.  Johnson  said,  ""It  is  mu^  now  tiut  kit 
lordship  can  distinguish  so.** 

In  Dr.  John8on*s  Vanity  of  Hubsb  Wiskf 
there  is  the  following 


**  The  teeming  mother,  anxioui  for  bw  i 
Begs,  for  saeb  birth,  the  fertnae  of  s foot; 
Yet  Vane  could  tell  what  ilk  from  htmoj  tftH- 
And  Sedley  euned  the  eharaas  wkkh  f^mtdt 
king." 

Lord  Hailes  told  me  he  was  mSstaken  m  tk 
instances  he  had  given  of  unfortunate  (sir  oc«*; 
for  neither  Vane  nor  Sedley  had  a  title  to  tbt 
description.  His  lordship  has  smce  been  » 
obliging  as  to  send  me  a  note  of  tUs,  for  tbe 
communication  of  which  I  am  sure  my  resdcn 
will  thank  me. 

«•  Tbe  lines  in  the  tenth  Satiie  ef  Jotssal.  |^ 
eofding  to  my  altciation,  should  nm  thus:** 

•*  Yet  Shove*  eoold  tall*— i 
And  Vsliiie*  cuiwd ^" 


<  8eeMlr,p.t44., 
•  MUtriae  of  Edward 


aad  Appendix.— 
irdlV.  — Boewu 


••  The  Urit  was  a  pcmtcnt  by  comptib*"- *[ 
second  by  seatimcnt ;  though  the  tmtli  k  Mt^^ 
moiselle  de  la  Vali^  threw  hctsrif  (belrtiU*^ 
a^Dtimmt)  in  the  kiiig%  way.  -  Our  ftwsd  a^ 
Vane',  who  was  fiv  from  being  ^mU-ImM;  ii^ 
Sedley*,  who  was  so  ugly  that  Charla  IL  mmV 
brother  had  her  by  way  of 


•• 


•  Mistress  of  Uals  ZI V. 
r  8ee«Mi.pwfi0..C. 

•  CaUMrtoe  Sedley. 
life.    Her  facber.  8tr  ' 
daa«b«er,  joined  in  tbe  WMf 
and  eaciued  bis  reveil  9m 

me  Uie  enloebed-l 
oMMfM*.  I  cannol  dn  laM  la 
bts  daatbter  a  ••««».**-  Ci 
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Mr.  MacUarin*8  >  learning  and  talents  en- 
abled him  to  do  his  port  very  well  in  Dr.  John- 
son's companj.  He  prodneed  two  epitaphs 
upon  his  father,  the  celebrated  mathematician. 
One  was  in  English,  of  which  Dr.  Johnson  did 
not  chanse  one  word.  In  the  other,  which  was 
in  Latin, lie  made  sereral  alterations.  In  plaoe 
of  the  Tefy  words  of  Virgil,  **  Ubi  luetns  et 
psTor  et  pAurima  mortis  insaffo,**  he  wvote  ^  Ubi 
liietas  ifgnant  et  pavor.**  He  introduced  the 
word^rwwi  into  thelme  ^  Moftalibna  pnrsvs 
DOB  absik  soiaiiiim:**  and  after  *^ Hajus  caim 
leripte  evolve,"  he  added,  ^^Mentensque  tan- 
tanna  xvmra  eapooem  corpori  cadnco  soper- 
itiCem  erede;^  wbteh  is  quite  s^jpKeable  to 
Dr.  Johnson  himseKl* 

Mr.  Hurray,  advocate,  who  married  a  niece 
of  Lord  Mansfield's,  ami  is  now  one  of  the 
judges  of  Scotland,  hj  the  title  of  Lord  Hen- 
de^nd,  eat  with  us  a  part  of  the  evening ;  but 
did  not  venture  to  say  any  thing  that  I  r&> 
member^  thoi^h  he  is  certainly  nossessed  of 
j  tslents  which  would  have  enabled  nim  to  have 
dttwn  himself  to  advantage  if  too  great  anxiety 
had  not  prevented  him. 

At  tapper  we  had  Dr.  Alexander  Webster  \ 
vhO)  thoQgh  not  learned,  had  such  a  knowledge 
I  of  m>w^wM<^  su(^  a  fund  of  infbrmatioo  and 
entertsiament,  so  dear  a  head,  and  such  ac- 
oommodating  maimers,  that  Dr.  Johnson  found 
him  a  very  agreeable  companion. 

When  Dr.  JobnsoD  ana  I  were  left  bjr  oor- 
idves,  I  read  to  him  my  notes  of  the  opinions 


to  «ar  punoM,  appatrtd  to  to  h«r  rani  lover  i 
>am»T  ouon  wmw  hove  Ihoosht  of  few,  had 

which  ploued  a  blaff.'*    So  that  Johaaon^s 

ffloitratloaa  are  aaorafty  JuiL  Hit  lordship's  propoaed  raii- 
ukattoD  of  a  faboloua  (or  at  least  apoerj^bsil)  baaoljr  like 
ha»  Short,  viMie  aCory,  even  If  tmo.  wm  obioieto  (  or  that 
«f  tfmisiMr,  like  Mile,  de  U  ValiAre,  lUtle  known  and  less 

'    '    "  *       ■    "  'laaaortte; 

loestionrd 

was 

of  her  awoiA, 


arlOk.da 

>r       - 

oM  fcr  „ 

wUehhatalb 


MiiniiH  no.  la  not  onljr  lasleieaB  buf  taaaaor 
b  la  Talttro'sbeauty  was  qoite  as  moeh  qoestfa 
■iaaiiiaiailaaas  Mfaa  aadlefs.   But  j  Katettn 


ak  Lottia'a 


^  on  bee  ameurenx. 


Dv  nesslt  BeliUrre  writes  to  Fouquet,  **me. 
^It  ViMSro  •  Ml  UbCivAle  enem  mdL    Je  Vaj  wmBeo*6» 


«lt  ViMSre  •  Ml  Ubd^Ale  enem  omI.  Je  Vaj  eanni<6e 
pf  m  ttmaxi  qnl  m*«s«  pmrtmmt  p0»  gnmde.**  And  flnaUf, 
aSn*  LerdHsfles  had  dipped  down  the  name  Into  Faiiiere, 
UtOTolght  base  told  kttitfMt  tt  dM  not  fli  the  metre. .« 


'  Vr.  Madaorlu.  advocate,  too  of  the  great  mathematician, 
■i^ttwrnds  o  jwdga  of  seasiDn  bv  thetUloof  Lord  Preg- 
iMn.  He  wrote  some  indiflkrent  English  poems ;  but  was  a 
pad  lattaft  scholar,  and  a  man  of  wit  and  acoonpUahmoiiL 
BhfuemiaiiB  from  the  classks  were  particnlarlv  apposite. 
UasfiuBOMcaae  of  JCa/«St,  which  deCermlaed  the  right  of 
ir  be  landed  In  iootlaad,  ICadaisrin 


oTdto 


Tho 


WlgliC.  an  excellent  laniyor,  but  of  a  vorr 
,  with  heaaj  batursf »  a  blind  eye^jeMcb 
Cfaoaocfcat,aawagbelly,.aBdaHapv  ToUm 


of  our  judges  upoa.  the  questions  of  Uttrwer 
psopcrty.  He  did  not  like  them;  and  sai4 
**  they  make  me  think  of  jour  judges  not  witli 
that  respect  which  I  should  wish  to  do.**  To  the 
argument  of  one  of  them^  that  there  caa  be  ao 
ptopettj  in  blasphemy  or  noasense,  he  ani- 
swered,  **theii  your  rotica  sheap  are  mine !  — 
By  that  rule,  when  a  man*a  faouae  fidlaiiita 
decay,  he  must  lose  it.**  ^  I  mcalioned  an  ar^ 
gument  of  mine,  that  literary  performances  are 
not  taaad.    As  Churrinll  mys, 

**  No  statesman  yet  has  thought  it  worth  his  pains 
To  tsa  ooff  hiboan,  er  eseia 


li^XidaarlA  wioto  an  eaaagr  agahut  the  Homeric  tale  of 
Trof  JIvlat,*  1  haUm9pbt  the  tola  fusposa  oCintcodnclaa 


and  therefore  they  are  not  property.  *^  Yet,** 
said  he,  ^  we  hang  a  man  for  stealmg  a  horse, 
and  horses  are  not  taxed.**  Mr.  Fitt  has  since 
put  an  end  to  that  argument. 

Wednetdtt^fj,  Aug,  18.  —  On  this  day  we  set 
out  from  Edinburgh.  We  should  gladly  have 
had  Mr.  Scott  to  go  wkh  us,  but  he  was  obliged 
to  return  to  England. 

I  have  given  a  sketch  of  Dr.  Johnson  :  my 
readers  may  wish  to  know  a  little  of  his  fellow- 
traveller.  Think,  then,  of  a  gentleman  of 
ancient  blood,  the  pride  of  wnich  was  lua 
predominant  passion.  He  was  then  in  his 
thirty-third  year,  and  had  been  about  four 
vears  happily  married.  His  indinadon  was  to 
be  a  soldier,  but  his  ikther,  a  respectable 
judge,  had  pressed  him  into  the  profession 
of  the  law.  He  had  travelled  a  good  deal, 
and  seen  many  varieties  of  human  life.    He 


tefrm  titns  est 

COLTN  HACLAUKfK, 

Hathes.  ofim  to  AtmL  Bdla.  Fsof. 

Bleetus  Ipso  Newtono  tttadante. 

H.  L.  F.  F.  

Ifon  at  nomini  patanio  coBWilal» 

Nam  tali  awrillo  nil  egrt  » 

Bed  oi  to  hoc  tadUlcl  eampo^ 

UW  hictus  rogaant  et  pavor, 

M  *ftallbaa  proraus 

Ht^s  enim  scripta  evolve, 
■entemeue  lantarmn  renim 
Cocpom  caduoo  I 


Johasoa  pfobdbly  changrd  the  ««nr  mn^  of  ▼irdl.  aa  ooi 
tUnktogan  exact  quotation-  nrem  a  heathen  poetqwte  appio> 
pvtale  00  a  Chrtatiaa  epilnph —  Csaam. 

s  Dr.  Webster  w«  remarkable  for  the  talent  with  wblcb 
he  at  once  supported  his  place  In  convivial  society,  and  a 
high  character  as  a  leader  of  the  strict  and  rigid  peesbyterlaa 
party  in  the  church  of  Scotland.  He  was  ever  gay  amid  the 
gayest:  when  it  once  occurred  to  soaie  one  present  to  ask, 
what  one  of  his  elders  would  think,  shoold  he  see  his  pastor 
In  sncb  a  merry  mood — '*  Think  I  '*  repUcd  the  Doctor  ( 
**why  he  woaM  not  believe  his  own  eyes."— Watm 


Men  and 


WaLTin- Scon. 


>llr. 


«  Dr.  Johnson's  illufttratlnn  Is  sophistical,  and  might  have 
been  rebirted  upon  blm  ;  for  If  »  man's  sheen  are  so  rotten 
as  to  render  the  meat  unwholesome,  or.  If  his  bouse  be  as 
deesfcd  aa  to  threaten  mischief  to  paisengers,  the  law  wU 
cooasesta  the  mutton  and  abate  the  house,,  without  any  r^ 

Sard  to  mnmertm^  which  the  owner  thus  Oboses.  ITeffeovee, 
ohnson  sheuM  have  diacrlmlnated  between  a  grtwtool 
oflbnoe  and  a  eMi  right.  Basphomy  Is  a  crime  ;  would  ft 
not  be  to  the  highest  degree  absurd,  that  there  should  be  a 
rfghi  tf  prvmertg  to  »crlme,or  that  thn  Uum  should  be  called 
upon  to  protect  that  which  is  Okgal  t  IT  this  be  true  to  lass. 
It  Is  nuieb  more  so  In  cgoAjp,  as  he  who  aiyliet  for  the  eg»^ 
ordimmrf  assistance  of  a  eourt  of  equity  should  bavoa  rights 
conslatent  at  least  with  equity  and  moral*;  and  a  late  yia^ 
tlon  (that  as  to  the  Cairn  of  Lord  Byron)  was  to  deddad.  aad 
upon  that  principle,  by  tha  greatatt  jodaa  o(  itodem  ttaai*. 
Liord  Bldan.^  Cnoum 

t4 


280 


BOSWELL'S  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


1773. 


had  thought  more  than  anj  body  had  sup- 
posed, and  had  a  pretty  good  stocic  of  general 
learning  and  knowled^.  lie  had  all  Dr. 
Johnson*8  nrinciples,  with  some  degree  of  re- 
laxation. He  had  rather  too  little  than  too 
much  prudence:  and,  his  imagination  being 
livelj,  ne  often  said  things  of  which  the  effect 
was  very  different  from  the  intention.  He 
resembled  sometimes 

**  The  best  good  man,  with  the  wont-natured 


mute. 


"I 


He  cannot  denj  himself  the  vanity  of  finishing 
with  the  encomium  of  Dr.  Johnson,  whose 
friendlj  partiality  to  the  companion  of  his  tour 
represents  him  as  one,  "  whose  acuteness  would 
heip  mj  inquiry,  and  whose  gaiety  of  conver- 
sation, and  civility  of  manners,  are  sufficient  to 
counteract  the  inconveniences  of  travel,  in 
countries  less  hospitable  than  we  have  passed.*** 
Dr.  Johnson  taou^ht  it  unnecessary  to  put 
himself  to  the  additional  expense  of  bringing 
with  him  Francis  Barber,  his  faithful  black 
servant ;  so  we  were  attended  only  by  my  man, 
Joseph  Ritter',  a  Bohemian,  a  fine  stately 
fellow  above  six  feet  high,  who  had  been  over 
a  great  part  of  Europe,  and  spoke  many  lan- 

Eiages.  He  was  the  beit  servant  I  ever  saw. 
et  not  my  readers  disdain  his  introduction ; 
for  Dr.  Johnson  gave  him  this  character :  "  Sir, 
he  is  a  civil  man  and  a  wise  man.** 

From  an  erroneous  apprehension  of  violence. 
Dr.  Johnson  had  provided  a  pair  of  pistols, 
some  gunpowder,  and  a  quantity  of  bullets: 
but  upon  being  assured  we  should  run  no  risk 
of  meeting  any  robbers,  he  left  his  arms  and 
ammunition  in  an  open  drawer,  of  which  he 
gave  my  wife  the  charge.  He  also  left  in  that 
drawer  one  volume  of  a  pretty  full  and  curious 
Diary  of  his  Life,  of  which  I  have  a  few  frag- 
ments; but  the  book  has  been  destroyed.  I 
wish  female  curiosity  had  been  strong  enouffh 
to  have  had  it  all  transcribed,  which  might 
easily  have  been  done,  and  I  should  think  the 
ihen,  being  pro  banosmUieo,  might  have  been 
forgiven.  But  I  may  oe  wrong.  My  wife  told 
me  she  never  once  looked  into  it  She  did  not 
seem  quite  easy  when  we  left  her :  but  away 
we  went  I 


1  Lord  Rocb«tt«r  of  Lord  Donok.  Athuiom  to  the  Teutk 
Sct/re  qf  Horaee.  Botweil,  however,  omlu  to  nolle*  th« 
i«^dpncT  to  hrpochondrUuit,  which  was  a  verj  Important 
feature  in  hfi  character.  —  CaoKia. 

<  Prerloiu  to  this  paMIc  euloflum  of  hit  kraTelllng 
eompanloa,  Johnion  wrote  to  Mrs.  Thrale,  3rd  Nov.  1773. : 
**  Boiwell  will  pralte  nj  resolution  and  peneirerance,  and  I 
•hall  In  rKom  celehrate  hif  good  honour  and  perpetual 
chaerftitoett. '  He  haa  hKter  fkculttet  than  I  had  Imacined ; 
more  juatiee  of  dlMenmeot,  and  more  CBcandky  of  Inafet. 
It  !•  rmj  eoBTenlent  to  travel  with  him ;  for  there  to  no 
hooM  where  he  to  not  rcoeiTed  with  klndoeei  and  reapecK.*'  I 
aaked  Lord  Stowell  In  whai  ettimatlon  he  found  Botwell 
■moomt  hit  eoontrymeo.  **  Generally  liked  aa  a  ffood-natored 
lollr  follow.*'  replied  hto  lordthlp.  •«  But  wm  he  reepectcd  r* 
**  Why  I  think  he  had  about  the  proportinn  of  reepcct  that  voa 
might  gue«  would  be  shown  to  a  jollj  fellow.**  Hto  lordahlp 
^.u      ... ...  regard  than  raapeet.  —  Ciosia. 


CHAPTER  XXXn. 
1773. 

Dritk  of  Forth,  -^  inch  Kaik,  —  JEinpAom.  ^Oftr. 
CompotiiioH  of  PotUamtnt  —  Imjlueitet  tf  Acrt. 

—  Si.  Andrewt.  —  IMeratmf  mid  Patmtoft,  — 
Writing  and  Camvtmtum,  —  Ckngt  tfUiaim. 

—  Drinking  and  Smoking,  —  TU  Dnim,  —  8L 
RnWi  CkapeL^Jokn  Amut.  ^  JtstrroMirf  fim 
tke  World.— .Dinner  witk  tko  Fnfiaaoru  —  SA-  i 
tcription  of  Artkbi.  —  Latin  Grom.  —  Skarpt't  ■ 
Monnment,^SL  Sahador^t.  —  Dinner  to  lk  \ 
Profeeeon.  —  Inttmetion*  /or  ComfOtitkm.  — 
Snj^per  at  Dr.  Wat»on*§. —  Uueertaimtgof  Mtmerf 

—  Obeeroanee  of  Sundag,  —  7V«m  m  Scdbad.^ 
Lenekart,  ^  DrunnbUantiatiom.  —Littrorg  iH- 
pertg,  —  Mantrote. 


Mk.  Nairve*,  advocate,  was  to  go  with  its  ai  ' 
far  as  St.  Andrew's.  It  gives  me  pleasure  thit, 
by  mentioning  his  name,  I  connect  lus  title  to  | 
the  just  and  nandsome  compliment  paid  biio 
by  Dr.  Johnson,  in  his  book:  *' A  gentleman 
who  could  stay  with  us  only  long  enough  to  | 
make  us  know  now  much  we  lost  by  his  lesTins 
us.**    When  we  came  to  Leith,  I  talked  wttE 
perhaps  too  boasting  an  air,  how  pretty  tbe  ^ 
Frith  of  Forth  looked ;  as  indeed,  after  tbe 
prospect  from  Constantinople,  of  which  I  hsre 
Deen  told,  and  that  from  jf aplea  which  I  have 
seen,  I  believe  the  view  of  that  Frith  and  iu 
environs,  from  the  Castle-hill  of  E^nbui^  b 
the  finest  prospect  in  Europe.    **Ay,**  said  Dr. 
Johnson,  "^  that  is  the  state  of  the  woiid.  Water 
is  the  same  everywhere. 


*  Una  est  ii\Jiisti  enrula  forma 


•  •» 


I  told  him  the  port  here  was  the  mouth  of 
the  river  or  water  of  Leitk.   ^  Not  XeCW^  laid 


Mr.  Naime.  •'  Why,  Sir,**  said  Dr.  Joho^m 
"when  a  Scotchman  sets  out  from  this  port 
for  England,  he  forgets  his  native  countrv. 
Naibick.  ^  I  hope.  Sir,  you  will  forcet  Kn^ 
land  here.**  Johhson.  ^  Then  *twiU  be  ftili 
more  Lethe,^  He  observed  of  tJie  pier  or 
quay,  ^  You  have  no  occasion  for  so  larjre  a 
one ;  your  trade  does  not  require  it :  but  roa 
are  like  a  shopkeeper  who  takoa  a  ahop»  wA 


*  See  mmH,  p,  m.  Joeeph  Bitter  aftam^  iii^inif*'  ^ 
management  of  the  large  lui  at  Palaley.  called  the  Alf^ro^ 
Armi ,  but  did  not  succeed  in  that  coueem WAkraa  ^vrr 

«  Mr.  Wllltom  Nalme,  afterward*  Sir  Wnilam.  and  •  fedlT 
of  the  court  of  scatloo.  hj  the  title,  mmko  daaakal  bt  SM^^ 
speare.  of  Lord  DunMnnaa.  He  waa  a  maai  of  erru^  l'«* 
Integrity.  When  sheriff  depute  of  fVitksklrw.  be  feoa^  ur  • 
reflection,  that  he  had  decided  a  poor  aaaa'aaane  erraerrt*.^ . 
and  as  the  only  remedy,  supplied  tha  UcifMl  pttvaleH  « ^^ 
money  to  carry  the  suit  to  the  sapvuao  court,  mht^  ^ 
Judgment  was  rcrersed.  Sir  WUUms  was  of  tlie  old  k»  «< 
of  manners,  somewhat  Ibtmal,  hot  iiiMiiniiiiisly  well 
WALTEa  Scorr. 


urhea,  Bcn  ta  mirabere 


•  Noo  tlllc 
Una  eat  li^ustl 

Kor  groves  nor  towns  the  ralhleeo 
Unrariod  stIU  tts 


U.MU 
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only  for  what  he  bas  to  put  into  it,  but  that  it 
may  be  beliered  he  has  a  great  deal  to  put  into 
it"  It  18  Terr  true,  that  there  is  now,  com- 
paratiTeiy,  little  trade  upon  the  eastern  coast 
of  Scotland.  The  riches  of  Gla^w  show  how 
much  Uiere  is  in  the  west ;  and,  perhaps,  we 
dull  find  trade  travel  westward  on  a  great 
scale  as  well  as  s  small. 

We  talked  of  a  man*s  drowning  himself. 
JoHHsoH.  **I  should  never  think  it  time  to  make 
iwsT  with  mjself.  **  I  put  the  case  of  Eustace 
Ba(keU  [p.  255.1,  who  was  accused  of  forging 
t  wiS,  and  sunk  himself  in  the  Thames,  b^ore 
tbe  tnal  of  its  authenticitj  came  on.  ^^  Sup- 
pose, Sir,"  said  I,  ^  that  aman  is  absolutely  sure, 
tliat,  if  he  lives  a  few  days  longer,  he  shall  be 
detected  in  a  fraud,  the  consequence  of  which 
will  be  utter  disgrace  and  expulsion  from 
lodety.**  Johnson.  ^Then,  Sir,  let  him  go 
abroad  to  a  distant  country;  let  him  go  to 
some  place  where  he  is  nof  luiown.  Don  t  let 
him  go  to  the  devil,  where  he  is  known ! " 

He  then  siud,  ^  I  see  a  number  of  people 
bvefboted  here :  I  suppose  you  all  went  so 
before  the  Union.  Boswell,  your  ancestors 
went  80  when  they  had  as  much  land  as  your 
family  has  now.  Vet  Auchinleck  is  the  field 
of  stones ;  there  would  be  bad  going  bare- 
footed there.  The  lairds  however  did  it.*'  I 
bought  some  speldings,  fish  (generally  whitino^e) 
ttltisA  and  dried  in  a  particular  manner,  bemff 
dipped  in  the  sea  and  dried  in  the  sun,  and 
etten  by  the  Scots  by  way  of  a  relish.  He  had 
never  seen  them,  diough  they  are  sold  in 
London.  I  insisted  on  feottifying^  his  palate ; 
bat  he  was  very  reluctant.  With  difiiculty  I 
prevailed  with  nim  to  let  a  bit  of  one  of  them 
lie  in  his  mouth.     He  did  not  like  it. 

In  crossing  the  Frith,  Dr.  Johnson  deter- 
mined that  we  should  land  upon  Inch  Keith. 
On  iqiproachin^  it,  we  first  observed  a  high 
rocky  wore.  We  coasted  about  and  put  into 
a  little  bay  on  the  north-west.  We  clambered 
np  a  very  steep  ascent,  on  which  was  very  good 
gnss,  but  rather  a  profusion  of  thistles.  There 
were  sixteen  head  of  black  cattle  grazing 
upon  the  island.  Lord  Hailes  observed  to  me, 
that  Brantome  calls  it  L*isle  des  Chevauz,  and 
that  it  was  probably  '*a  *ofer  stable"  than 
piany  others  in  his  time.  The  fort,  with  an 
UMcription  on  it,  Maria  Re :  1564,  is  strongly 
built  Dr.  Johnson  examined  it  with  much 
attention.  He  stalked  like  a  giant  among  the 
luxuriant  thistles  and  nettles.  There  are  three 
wellfl  in  the  island,  but  we  could  not  find  one 
la  the  fort.  There  must  probably  have  been 
one,  though  now  filled  up,  as  a  ^irrison  could 
not  subdst  without  it***    But  I  have  dwelt 

^  Mjr  friend.  Gcnenil  Campbell.  Goremor  of  Madras,  telli 
"••  Aat  thej  nuke  tiidding*  In  the  Bast  Indict,  particularly 
^tn^"^*  vbere  tliejr  call  them  Bambaloes.  —  Boswul. 

'  Tbe  remains  of  the  fort  have  been  removed,  to  assist  In 
eoQttnictiiif  a  very  useful  licbtbooae  upon  the  island.  — 
wsiTBi  Scott. 

UdviIObc  I  Conook  your  frtosdly  tiaU,  **-.  Drpdm.  ~~ 


too  long  on  this  little  spot.  Dr.  Johnson  after- 
wards bade  me  try  to  write  a  description  of  our 
discovering  Inch  Keith,  in  the  usual  style  of 
travellers,  describing  fully  every  particular; 
stating;  the  grounds  on  which  we  concluded 
that  It  must  have  been  once  inhabited,  and 
introducing  many  sage  reflections,  and  we 
should  see  how  a  thing  might  be  covered  in 
words,  so  as  to  induce  people  to  come  and 
survej  it.  All  that  was  told  might  be  true, 
and  yet  in  reali^  there  nught  l^  nothing  to 
see.  He  said,  '^  I  d  have  this  island.  Td  build 
a  house,  make  a  good  landing-place,  have  a 
garden,  and  vines,  and  all  sorts  of  trees.  A 
rich  man  of  a  hospitable  turn,  here,  would 
have  many  visiters  from  Edinburgh.**  When 
we  had  got  into  our  boat  again,  he  oJled  to  me, 
**>  Come,  now,  pay  a  classical  compliment  to  the 
island  on  quitting  it.**  I  happened  luckily,  in 
allusion  to  the  beautiful  Queen  Mary,  whose 
name  is  upon  the  fort^  to  think  of  what  Virgil 
makes  ^neas  say,  on  having  left  the  country 
of  his  charming  Dido :  — 

**  Invitus,  regina,  tuo  de  littore  eeni.*" 

"  Very  well  hit  off  I "  swd  he. 

We  dmed  at  Kinghom,  and  then  got  into  a 
post-chaise.  Mr.  Naxme  and  his  servant,  and 
Joseph,  rode  by  us.  We  stopped  at  Cupar, 
and  drank  tea.  We  talked  of  rarliament ;  and 
I  said,  I  supposed  very  few  of  the  members 
knew  much  of  what  was  going  on,  as  indeed 
very  few  gentlemen  know  much  of  their  own 
private  affairs.  Johnson.  '*Why,  Sir,  if  a 
man  is  not  of  a  slu^sh  mind,  he  may  be  his 
own  steward.  If  he  will  look  into  his  affairs, 
he  will  soon  learn.  So  it  is  as  to  public  affairs. 
There  must  always  be  a  certain  number  of  men 
of  business  in  parliament,**  Boswell.  ^*  But 
consider.  Sir,  wnat  is  the  House  of  Commons  ? 
Is  not  a  great  part  of  it  chosen  by  peers  ?  Do 
you  think,  Sir,  they  ought  to  have  such  an  influ- 
ence ?  **  Johnson.  **  x  es.  Sir.  Influence  must 
ever  be  in  proportion  to  property;  and  it  is 
right  it  should.*'  Boswell.  ^^  But  is  there 
not  reason  to  fear  that  the  common  people 
may  be  oppressed  ?  **  Johnson.  **  No,  Sir. 
Our  great  fear  is  from  want  of  power  in 
government  Such  a  storm  of  vulvar  force 
has  broken  in.**  Boswell.  "  It  has  onlv 
roared.**  Johnson.  ^*  Sir,  it  has  roared,  till 
the  judges  in  Westminster  Hall  have  been 
afraid  to  pronounce  sentence  in  opposition  to 
the  popular  cry.  You  are  frightened  by  what 
is  no  longer  dangerous,  like  presbyterians  by 
popery.**  He  then  repeated  a  passage,  I  think, 
m  Butler*s  Remains,  which  ends,  **  and  would 
cry  fire  I  fire  I  in  Noah*s  flood.**^ 

Such  Is  the  translation  adopted  by  Boswell,  though  it  loses 
one  or  the  points  of  his  happy  quotation  by  using  the  words 
friendiff  ttaU,  —  which  on  this  occasion  would  bare  no 
meaning,  —  instead  of  tkore,  wliieh  Is  the  proper  version.  ~- 
CaoKBa. 

*  The  passage  quoted  by  Dr.  Johnson  Is  in  the  **  Character 
of  the  Assembly  Han."  Butler's  Remains^  p.  283.  edit.  1764 : 
**  He  preaches,  indeed,  both  in  season  and  out  of  season ;  for 
he  nfls  at  Popery,  when  the  land  la  atanoet  lost  in  Pros- 
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We  bad  a  dreary  drire,  »  a  dmkj  night,  to 
St.  Andrew's,  were  we  amved  late.  We  found 
a  good  sapper  at  Glass's  inn,  and  Dr.  Johnson 
revived  agreeably.  He  said,  **  The  ooUection 
called  *The  Moses*  Weicone  1o  Kins  James* 
(first  of  Eo^and,  and  uxtb  of  Scotland),  on  his 
retnm  to  his  native  kingdoin,  showed  that  there 
was  then  abundance  of  Naming  in  Scotland;  and 
that  the  conceits  in  that  collection,  with  which 
people  find  fault,  were  mere  mode.**  He  added, 
^  We  coold  not  now  entertain  a  sorcreign  so ; 
that  Buchanan  had  spread  the  spirit  of  learn- 
ing amonfflit  us,  but  we  had  lost  it  during  the 
cml  wnrs^*  He  did  not  allow  the  Latin  poetry 
of  Fitcaime*  so  much  merit  as  has  been  naualiy 
attributed  to  it :  though  he  owned  that  one  dif 
his  pieces,  which  he  mentioned,  but  whidi  I  am 
sorry  is  not  specified  in  mv  notes,  was  '^very 
welL**  It  is  not  improbalie  that  it  waa  the 
poem  whidk  Prior  has  so  elegantly  transited.* 

After  supper,  we  made  a  processMO  to  Saint 
Leonardos  college^  the  landlord  walhiag  before 
us  with  a  candle,  and  the  waiter  with  a  lantern. 
That  college  had  some  time  before  been  dis- 
solved ;  and  Dr.  Watson^  a  professor  here  (the 
historian  of  Fhifip  II.),  had  purchased  the 
ground,  and  what  bnikUngB  remained.  When 
we  entered  his  court,  it  seemed  quite  academi- 
cal ^ ;  and  we  finad  in  his  home  very  emn- 
fbrtable  and  genteel  aeeommodatioB.* 

ThmrwAn^  A^gr.  19. — We  roae  much  re- 
freshed. 1  had  with  me  a  map  of  Scothmd,  a 
Bibk  which  was  given  me  by  Lord  Mmmt- 
Stuart  when  we  were  together  in  Italy,  and 
Ogden*8  "Seiiuons  on  ftayer.**  Mr.  Naine 
introduced  us  to  Dr.  Wataon,  whom  we  found 
a  well-informed  man,  of  very  amiabk  manasera. 
Dr.  Johnson,  after  they  were  acqnaiBted,  said, 
••  I  take  great  delight  m  hhn.**  Hisdmrnhter, 
a  verr  pkasing  yoong  lady,  made  brewfaat 
Dr.  Watson  observed,  that  CJls^un  university 
had  fewer  home  studenta  since  tade  increased, 
at  learning  wm  rather  incompatiUe  wid&  it.  { 
JoBHSon.  **  Why,  Sir,  as  trade  ia  now  carried  i 
on  br  subordinate  hsiids,  men  m  trade  have  as  ' 
mnch  leisure  as  othcn ;  and  now  learning  itself 


bytarjr;  nd  would  cry  fir* !  ara  I  in  V<Mb*i  flood."  TImiv 
i$  rtOMO  to  Mlwe  Ibat  this  piMO  was  bm  writtCB  bv  BMIer, 
baft  br  air  Jobo  Birfccnhnd;  to  Wood,  ia  bU  jUktmm  Om^ 
mUntn,  vol.  U.  &  640.,  MianwralM  It  among  tbaft  gcatto- 
■■ii'i  wiwtt.  Mil  |hn  Ibi  ftdftioliig  MiMinf  of  li 

•**  The  AMnbfr  Mm*  (or  tfMTdiMMtw  of  aa  MMMbfap 
■no),  vrlttcii  1647,  Loud.  160-S.  la  tbno  ibcots  bi 
Tboeopf  ofltwatlak«alboMtbo«mar  bflboMa 
tbqr  '^■V>  not  rab^  bMiMM  idl  «■•  ttoln  i  • 
tbflf  likod  not  i  and  m  nwftod  and  roforaiad  It.  thai  It  wa» 
no  ebanetcr  of  an  aamabto,  bat  of  Ihiiih  ■.  At  leofth. 
aftM*  It  bad  alaat  iworri  yaan»  tb*  aotbor  pablMMd  U.  to 
•void  Mm  copUa.  It  to  abo  lopriatod  la  a  book  aatltM 
*  Wa  aad  Vofwitf  MTbrod,*  la  a  coSaatioa  of  mhm  aaurt 
ntlrot  ia  Tone  and  praaaoatho  lata  tbaaa.  Load.  K83. 4io^ 
iaU  to  ba  vrittao  br  Abr.  Cowlej,  Sir  Joba  Blrk«ahaad.aBd 
Hadlbraa,  alia*  Sam.  Bailor.'*  For  tbto  tarfbraatloa  I  mb 
ibtod  to  Mr.  R«^  of  Slaalo  Ian.  —  BoowBM.. 
Dr.  Arcblbald  Plicalraa,  Vara  at  Bdlabargb, 


is  a  trade.    A  man  jpoea  to  a  bookseller,  aad  1 
gets  what  he  can.  Mr  ehave  dona  with  pstroa- 
age.    In  the  infancy  of  leamiag,  we  find  MNDe 
great  manpraiaed  for  it.  XhiadifiaseditsBNB|  I 
others.    When  it  beoosnea  general,  aa  aalliar  \ 
leaves  the  great,  and  applies  to  the  ■whitnde."  j 
Boawxix.  **  It  is  a  shame  that  aathort  sk  mi  > 
I  now  better  patronised.**    JosMoa.  ^  No^  Sir. 
If  learning  cannot  support  a  man,  if  be  nu»t  , 
sit  with  lua  handa  acraa  tiU  somebody  M>  ; 
'  hisB,  it  is  as  to  him  a  bad  thing,  and  it  is  better  i 
aa  it  is.*    With  patronage,  what  ihttierr !  whet 
falsehood !    Whde  a  man  ia  in  eauimrio,  ke 
throws  truth  aasong  tbs  ankitucK,  and  lets 
them  tahe  it  as  th^ploase:  in  patronage, he 
mnst  smr  what  pie  me  i  his  patron,  and  it  is  m 
equal  cuance  iriiether  that  bo  truth  or  fthe* 
hood.**   Wa»ob.  •'ButisiiBotthecaaeiiov, 
that,  instead  of  flattering  one  pcnoB,  we  flsttcr 
theagef**    Jomwas.  "^  No,  Sir.    Theworid 
always  lets  a  man  tell  what  he  thmha  his  ewa 
way.    I  woiMkr,  however,  that  ao  many  people 
have  written,  who  might  have  let  it  sloae. 
That  people  should  endeavoev  to  cscd  ia 
conversation,  I  do  not  wo 
conversation  praisa  ia  instan^T 
We  talhed  of  change  of 
Jofanaon  «ibservod,  that  our  drinking  km 
our  ancestors  waa  owmg  to  the  chauff 
ak  to  wine.    '^  I  remember,'*  Mid  Im^  *^ 
all  the  decenr  peoplo  in  T  ichitld  got  drank' 
every  night,  and  were  »t  tbn  wane  thani^ 
o£    Ale  waa  dicqiy  so  yon  presMd  stremdr* 
When  a  man  nusat  fariaf  a  bottle  of  wine^  ks 
is  not  in  anch  haste.    Smolcmc  hna  gone  oaL 
To  be  sure,  it  is  a  shodda^tUag.  hlooii« 
sasoke  out  of  4mr  montha  ina»  other  people's 
mouths,  eyea,  aad  nosea,  and  hatoiay  the  ssbm 
thin|^  done  to  us.    Tet  I  eanmnt  noeanni,  wkr 
a  thmg  which  requirea  so  little  exertion,  sail 
yet  preserves  the  mind  from  total  vncaitv, 
should  have  gone  out    Evorr  man  has  soaw- 
thing  by  whiA  he  rahna  hjaeaeaf ;  baatbigwi^ 
hia  net,  or  sow'    I  reaaemhar  whnn  psepk  ia 
England  changed  a  shirt  only  oman  a  week:  a 
Bandonr,  when  ha  gets  a  Airt»  m^mm  it  to 


4  Thodiapel  waa  fat 
InaiaiBBt  aktowaal  ■truttaro ;  bat  I 
eacuM  pvovcatad  fkoaa  ontrrfnit  It. 
mcrro  torecd  out  to  be,  tbat  tba 
Into  •*a  Iliad  or  smMteoM;'* 
that  tba  plaatt  do  aot  tbrlvo  to 
Jourmep.  -.  Caoasa,! 

Jobntoa.  — BiiawHi       Dr 
Journal  flrri  It  a  graat  and  very 


Yet  It  aaay  bt 


1. 16M  s  dlorf  tbora,  October  XH  I71S.  ~  Wawar. 

>  Mora  bbehr  tbo  too  opteapb  oa  Joha  Vlacoont  of  Dun- 

M,  trantlated  bv  DrTden,  aad  begiaoluf  VMmt  S 
Ac — WafcTKB  Scorr. 

*  Dr.  Robert  Wataoa,  bora  at 
iaSidiadllaKkSl.ini Wi 


•  AU  thia  U  my  ..i.^ 
foirnai  complalau  of  Lord 

7  AaaaitaMtotboblalonror 
tbat  A^rainw  to  eiMcaa 
erea  of  tboae  wbo  can 
tarte  for  japaiii^,  bi*«vter,  baa  rivtv' 
mllitarv  haMta  at  Burofw  darlat  tb* 
Instead  of  the  aobar  ■edmtary  mot,  tbf 
now  chiefly  lurdL    9ae  aaCe,  p.  Nt.  — 

*  Dr.  JobaaoB  wed  to 


A.  64. 


BOSWSLL'S  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


283 


mikeHlaflt.  Farmerl/,  good  indemuBa  hod 
Dofirelmt  in  the  kitchen ;  nerer  in  Ihe  porkmr, 
except  on  Sunday*  My  fiither,  who  wis  n 
magutnte  of  Liehfield,  livod  thus.  They 
neYcr  began  to  have  a  fire  in  the  pariour,  but 
an  karing  off  bnsinesi,  or  some  great  rero- 
lotion  of  their  Bfe.**  Dr.  Watson  said,  the 
hill  WIS  a  kitdien  in  old  squires*  houses. 
JoRKsoK.  *^  No,  Sir.  The  hall  was  for  great 
ooonoDS,  and  never  was  nsed  for  domestic '  r^ 
ftctkm.*'  We  talked  of  the  Union,  and  what 
mooej  it  had  brought  into  Scotland.  Dr. 
Wstaott  observed,  that  a  little  money  formerly 
went  ss  &r  as  a  great  deal  now.  Johmsoh. 
**  In  speculation,  it  seems  that  a  smaller  qnan* 
dlj  of  money,  equal  in  value  to  a  larger 
aoiatity,  if  equally  divided,  should  produce 
tke  same  eflect.  But  it  is  not  so  in  reality. 
Many  nmre  conveniencies  and  elegandes  are 
ajojed  where  money  is  plentiful,  mn  where 
it  »  aearee.  Perhaps  a  great  fsmiliarity  with 
it,  which  arises  from  plenty,  makes  us  more 
eanlv  part  with  it.** 

Ahir  what  Dr.  Johnson  had  sud  of  St. 
Andrew's,  wiudi  he  had  long  wished  to  see,  as 
our  ddest  university,  and  t&  seat  of  oar  pri- 
mate in  the  dava  of  episcopacy,  I  can  sav  little. 
Since  the  publication  of  Dr,  Johnson's  book,  I 
find  that  he  has  been  censured  for  not  seeing 
bere  the  ancient  chanel  of  St.  Rule  ',  a  curious 
pieee  of  sacred  arehiteotute.  But  this  was 
neither  his  fiuilt  nor  mine.  We  were  both  of 
OS  ahnndantly  desirous  of  surveying  such  sort 
of  antiquities ;  but  neither  of  us  Iomw  of  this. 
I  am  afiraid  $h»  censmre  must  fidl  on  those  who 
did  not  tell  us  of  it.  In  evety  plaoe,  where 
there  is  any  tliiiig  worthy  of  oheervation,  there 
Aonld  be  a  uuwi  printed  directory  ibr 
strangers,  such  as  we  nnd  in  all  the  towns  of 
Italy,  and  in  sosne  of  the  towns  in  Sngfamd.  I 
vas  told  that  there  is  a  manuacr^  account  e£ 
St  Andrew's,  by  Martin,  secretary  to  Arch- 
iNsbop  Sharp;  and  that  one  Douglas  has 
poUiahed  a  smsdl  account  of  it.  I  inqoivBd  at 
t  booksdler'a,  but  couhl  not  get  it  Dr. 
Johnaon's  veneration  for  the  hienrchy  ia  wdl 
^oown.  There  is  no  wonder  then,  that  he  was 
■fieted  with  a  strong  indignation,  wdiile  he 
beheld  the  ruins  of  rdiffioas  magnifioenoe.  I 
happened  to  ask  where  «K>hn  Knox  was  buried. 
Dr.  Johnson  burst  oat,  **  I  hope  in  the  high- 
way.*  I  have  been  locking  at  his  refinrma- 


It  was  a  vcary  fine  day.  Dr.  Johnson  seemed 
quite  wrapt  up  in  the  contemplation  of  the 
^       whidk  were  now  ptcsunted  to  him.    He 


,  tfMt  pMwnUr,  tb»i 


*  It  to  Tcry  ifiigaUr  how  they  oooM  iiiIm  milnm  St»Biil«'» 
dytm  tcBli^faaflcri  buUdiaj.  the  mml mOaat^pu^m, 
vGtMtBritate.  IkitaMMwttowvr,  whiebitaadsGlowl^ 
te  ndiiB  of  tbs  oU  ockdraL     lUrtlA*!  MeUqmlm  DM 


^  '  ltto,ny«  Mr.  Clumbera^  a  Uttle  odd»  cImnwIi  Bnw«U 
Ml  «vcrlook«d  k.  thai  Knox  ww  burtodi  in  mpkm  wkkh 

th*  old  chorchjanl  of  St.  GUm  1b  KdiulMiBik  -^ 


kept  his  hat  off  while  he  was  upon  any  part  of 
the  ground  where  the  cathedral  had  stood. 
He  said  well,  that  ^  Knox  had  set  on  a  mob, 
witheot  knowing  where  it  would  end;  and 
that  differing  from  a  man  in  doctrine  was  no 
reason  why  yon  shotdd  pull  his  house  about 
his  ears.**  As  we  walked  m  the  cloisters,  there 
was  a  solemn  echo,  while  he  talked  loudly  of  a 
proper  retirement  from  the  world.  Mr.  ^airne 
saif^  he  had  an  inclination  to  retire.  I  called 
Dr.  Johnson*8  attention  to  this,  that  I  might 
hear  his  opinion  if  it  was  riffht  Johkson. 
*'  Yes,  when  he  has  done  his  datv  to  aociety. 
In  general,  as  every  man  is  obliged  not  onlv  to 
^  love  God,  but  his  neighbour  as  himself,  he 
must  bear  his  part  in  active  life ;  yet  there  are 
ezcqpitioas.  Those  who  are  exceedingly  scru- 
pnkms  (which  I  do  not  anprove,  for  I  am  no 
friend  to  scruplssX  >nd  fina  their  scrupulosity 
invincible,  so  that  they  are  quite  in  the  dark, 
and  know  not  what  they  shall  do, — or  those 
who  cannot  resist  temptations,  and  find  thev 
make  themselves  worse  by  being  in  the  world, 
without  making  it  better, — may  retire.  I 
never  read  of  a  hcnnit,  bmt  in  imagination 
I  kiss  his  feet:  never  of  a  monastery,  but  I 
could  fall  on  my  knees,  and  kiss  the  pavement. 
But  I  think  putting  young  people  taere,  who 
know  nothing  of  life,  nothii^  of  retirement,  is 
darurarotts  and  wicked.  It  is  a  saying  as  old 
as  fienod — 

"Efja  muv,  fimtkai  rw  lUvwf,  ^Bxfd  rt  y^^irrtm*  * 


That  is  a  very  noUe  line :  not  that  yoimg 
men  should  not  pray,  or  old  men  not  give 
counsel,  but  that  every  season  of  life  has  its 
proper  duties.  I  have  tboi^ht  of  retiring, 
and  Imve  talked  of  it  to*  a  finend;  but  I  fii^ 
my  vncatioii  is  rsthv  to  active  life.**  I  said, 
some  young  monks  might  be  allowed,  to  show 
that  it  ia  not  see  alone  that  can  retire  to  pious 
solitude ;  but  he  tiiou^t  this  would  only  show 
that  they  eowld  not  resist  temptation. 

He  wanted  to  mount  the  steqiles,^  but  it 
oonldnoft  bedoaie.  There  are  no  fgooA  inscrip- 
tiona  hoe.  Bad  Boaaan  characters  he  naturally 
mktook  fiw  half  Gothic,  half  Roman.  One  of 
the  steeples,  which  he  was  told  was  in  danger, 
ha  wiiAied  not  to  be  taken  down ;  **  for,*^  saad 
he,  ^  it  may  fall  on  some  of  the  posterity  of 
John  Knox ;  and  no  great  matter  I^  *  Dinner 
was  mentioned.  Johrsoh.  *'Ay,  ay,  amidst 
idl  these  sorrowful  scenes,  I  have  no  objection 
to  dinner.** 

We  went  and  lo(A»d  at  the  castle  where 
Car^nal   Beaton  was  murdered^,  and  thea 


«  *'  Let  jouch  In  darda,  in  ooiratal  man  Mgace: 
FnvOT  te  Ite  pnpv  ditfr  of  oU  aca.'^-&MW 


■ar.  1^  I7&  This  line  k  a  fraammt  attribntad  to 
Hatlod.  BowwH  prinU  SwriUift,  vhe^twu  no  doubt  no  wrror 
of  Uw  fivM.    Tho  randins  «f  nost  editions  is  /SwJUm  U 

M«W  ll.  —  CnOKHU 

*  TkoM  tovom  haro  beoi  npalxod  hf  the  goTammeBl* 
wkb  n  proMr  attanUon  to  the  anHiiiMas  of  f ' 


•  DnHd  Be«em  GudiMl  and  AathMehop  of  St.  AndrawX 
waa  mordered  on  the  Sth  of  Ha7.  IM6,  la  Ma  caatle  of  SU 


visited  Principal  Murison  at  his  college,  where 
is  a  good  library  room ;  but  the  Principal  was 
abundantly  vain  of  it,  for  he  seriously  s^d  to 
Dr.  Johnson,  **  You  hftve  not  such  a  one  in 
Enjrland.- » 
The  professors  entertained  us  with  a  very 

food  dinner.  Present :  Murison,  Shaw,  Cooke, 
Kills  Haddo,  Watson,  Flint,  Brown.  I  ob- 
served, that  I  wondered  to  see  him  eat  so  well, 
aAer  viewing  so  manv  sorrowful  scenes  of 
ruined  religious  magnineenoe.  ^  Why,**  said 
he,  '*  I  am  not  sorry,  ailer  seeing  these  gentle- 
men, for  they  are  not  sorry.**  Alurison  said, 
all  sorrow  was  bad,  as  it  was  murmuring  against 
the  dispensations  of  Providence.  Joimsoir. 
^  Sir,  sorrow  is  inherent  in  humanity.  As  yon 
cannot  judge  two  and  two  to  be  either  five  or 
three,  but  certainly  four,  so,  when  comparinji^ 
a  worse  present  state,  with  a  better  which  is 
past,  you  cannot  but  feel  sorrow.  It  is  not 
cured  by  reason,  but  by  the  incursion  of  present 
objects,  which  wear  out  the  past.  You  need  not 
murmur,  though  you  are  sorry.**  Murison. 
*'  But  St  Paul  says,  '  I  have  learnt,  in  what- 
ever state  I  am, 'therewith  to  be  content.*** 
JoHifsoH.  **  Sir,  that  relates  to  riches  and 
poverty ;  for  we  see  St.  Paul,  when  he  had  a 
thorn  m  the  flesh,  prayed  earnestly  to  have  it 
removed ;  and  then  he  could  not  be  content.** 
Murison,  thus  refuted,  tried  to  be  smart,  and 
drank  to  Dr.  Johnson,  *^  Long  may  you  lec- 
ture I  **  Dr.  Johnson  aflerwanis,  speaking  of 
his  not  drinking  wine,  said,  ^  The  Doctor 
spoke  of  Ucturing  (looking  to  him).  I  give  all 
tnese  lectures  on  water.** 

He  defended  requiring  subscription  in  those 
admitted  to  universities,  thus :  **  As  all  who 
come  into  the  countiy  must  obey  the  king,  so 
all  who  come  into  an  university  must  be  of  the 
Church.** 

And  here  I  must  do  Dr.  Johnson  the  justice 
to  contradict  a  very  absurd  and  ill-natured 
storv,  as  to  what  passed  at  St  Andrew*s.  It 
has  been  circulateo,  that,  after  grace  was  said 
in  English,  in  the  usual  manner,  he,  with  the 
greatest  marks  of  contempt,  as  if  he  had  held 
It  to  be  no  grace  in  an  university,  would  not 
sit  down  till  he  had  said  grace  aloud,  in  Latin. 
This  would  have  been  an  insult  indeed  to  the 


Andivw**.  br  Jolm  and  Noriiiaa  Lwlto  (of  th«  BoCbM  tanilr), 
and  toine  ocbcn,  ia  ▼anfMace,  ai  thcj  allegvd  (thoofh  no 
doobt  ther  had  alto  panooal  mothres),  of  th«  thara  tbo 
cardinal  had  la  tha  oaath  of  Mr.  Gaom  Wbhart.  a  pro- 
tattaok  minuter  of  great  reputation,  wno  bad  lalaly  been 
burned  for  heretj  In  tbo  cardfnaPt  own  presenee.  **  The 
cardinal  vaa  murdered,'*  aajt  Jobnicn  in  his  **  Joumer,** 
*'  bj  the  ruflani  of  reformation.  In  the  manner  of  which 
Knox  baa  gi?aa  what  be  blmaelf  calls  a  merry  oarratire.**  — 
Caoaaa. 

1  **  The  llbnuT.'*  saji  Johnson,  **  fs  not  Tery  spadous,  but 
elcfanl  and  luminous.  The  doctor  br  whom  it  was  shown 
hoped  to  Irritate  or  subdue  my  English  vanity  byteiUng 
me,  that  we  had  no  such  repository  of  books  la  Bnglaad.**  — 
LtUert.  Johnson,  with  unusual  forboaranee,  appears  not  to 
have  contradicted  him,  as  assuredly  be  might ;  for  the  library 
of  St.  Andrew's  is,  I  am  Informed,  but  75  Cnt  long,  whilst 
that  of  All  Souls.  In  Oxford.  Is  19S  feet  i  of  Christ  Church, 
Mil  of  Queen's.  ISI;  aad each  of  the  three dlvWoos of  tho 
Bodleian  Is  more  tbaa  twioa  aa  long  as  tha  Ubraiy  of  8C 


gentlemen  who  were  entertaimng  ns.  Bat  the 
truth  was  precisely  thus.  In  the  coune  of 
conversation  at  dinner.  Dr.  Johnson,  in  toj 
good  humour,  said,  *'  I  should  have  expected 
to  have  heard  a  Latin  grace,  among  so  ounj 
learned  men :  we  had  arrays  a  Latin  gnce  tt 
Oxford.  I  believe  I  can  repeat  it"  Wh'tch 
he  did,  as  giving  the  learned  vaea  in  one  piice 
a  specimen  of  what  was  done  by  the  leaned 
men  in  another  place.' 

We  went  and  saw  the  church,  in  which  a 
Archbishop  Sharp*s  ^  monument*  I  wsi  strud 
with  the  same  kind  of  feelings  with  which  the 
churches  of  Italy  impressed  me.  I  was  much 
pleased  to  see  Dr.  Johnson  actually  in  St 
Andrew*s,  of  which  we  had  talked  so  loo|^. 
Professor  Haddo  was  with  us  this  aftarnoon, 
along  with  Dr.  Watson.  We  looked  si  8t 
Salvador*s  College.  The  rooms  for  students 
seemed  very  commodious,  and  Dr.  Johnsoa 
said,  the  chapel  was  the  neatest  place  of  worship 
he  had  seen.  The  key  of  the  librarv  ooula 
not  be  found ,  for  it  seems  Professor  Hill,  who 
was  out  of  town,  had  taken  it  with  him.  Dr. 
Johnson  told  a  joke  he  had  heard  of  a  monas- 
tery  abroad,  where  the  key  of  the  libnr; 
could  never  be  found. 

It  was  somewhat  dispuriting,  to  see  this 
ancient  archiepisoopal  city  now  sadly  deserttsl  \ 
We  saw  in  one  of  its  streets  a  remarksble 
proof  of  liberal  toleration ;  a  noojnring  der-  . 
gyman,  strutting  about  in  hb  caaonicau^  with  | 
a  jollv  countenance  and  a  round  belly,  lihe  a 
wdl-fed  monk. 

We  observed  two  oocupatioos  united  in  the 
same  person,  who  had  hung  out  two  nto' 
posts.  Upon  one  was  **  James  Hood,  ^'(ute 
Iron  Smith  **  (s*.  e.  tin-plate  worker).  Upoo 
another,  ^  The  Art  of  Fencing  Taught  hj 
James  Hood.**  Upon  this  last  were  nainted  sobv' 
trees,  and  two  men  fencing,  one  or  whom  had 
hit  the  other  in  the  eye,  to  show  his  givtt 
dexterity;  so  that  the  art  was  well  Uu^y 
JoHKsoir.  '*  Were  I  studying  here,  I  fthouju 
go  and  take  a  lesson.  I  remember  Hope*,  in  ^ 
his  book  on  this  art,  says,  *the  Scotch  are  xtn 
good  fencers.*  ** 

We  returned  to  the  inn,  where  we  had  bctn 
entertained  at    dinner,  and    drsmk   tea  ia 
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•  Dr.  Gcono  Hill,  author  of  TVolvftv/ 
Dm  la  1750,  died  la  Daacnbcr,  1819.  -^atcvr. 

•  Bosveil  aaltht  have  added,  that  m  tkla 
itm,  Johnson  could  not  have  sartoosly  oi 
grace,  said  erca  **!«  Osted**  la  tho  coUaja 
LocKBAar. 

4  Jamaa  Shaip,  Archbishop  of  St.  Aodrav'a. 
from  his  coach,  and  nonlerad  In  the  mrm*  of  his  da^x^  "* 
on  Mafua  Moor,  Sd  of  Ma/,  IS79.  Sir  Walter  ac««ft.  >•  •* 
celebrated  tale,  eoUtlod  OM  MertaMjr.  ^m  *aM  tMu  «e^ 
withallthafbreaofklstotyaadan  tho  latarvat  of  nMuwt. 
.Cmia. 

•  The  noouaMat  la  of  Italian  marbla.     Tkobrothtn'O* 
archbishop  left  a  sum  for  pieiaiHaf  k.  wliirh.  In  («f  -r* 
hapmr  year,  was  expended  in  palntlnc  tt  to  MM«.M««r»  tf 
raallt/.    The  daubing  Is  now 

•  Sir  William  Hope,  of  tho 
fai  IflSS.  a  work  antUlad  The 
Wuaar. 
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oonpanj  with  some  of  the  profbsson,  of  whote 
I  dviljties  I  be^  leave  to  luld  mj  humble  and 
I  ffTj  grateful  acksowledgment  to  the  honour- 
I  tbk  teitimonj  of  Dr.  Johnson,  in  his 
I  •^Jimrnej." 

j     We  talked  of  composition,  which  was  a 

[  /sToorite  topic  of  Dr.  Watson,  who  first  dis- 

I  tingiiished  oimself  bj  lectures  on  rhetoric 

I  JonHioK.    "  I  advised  Chambers,  and  would 

'  idTise  ereiy  Toung  man  beginning  to  compose, 

I  to  do  it  IS  rast  as  he  can,  to  get  a  habit  of 

,  btrio^  bis  mind  to  start  promptly ;  it  is  so 

I  much  more  difficult  to  improve  in  speed  than 

.  ia  accuracy.**    Watsom.    *'I  own  I  am  for 

/  AQcb  sttention  to  accuracy  in  composing,  lest 

one  AoM  get  bad  habits  of  domg  it  in  a 

Uorenly  manner.**  Johhson.  ^  Why,  Sir,  you 

are  ooofbonding  doing  inaccurately  with  the 

•  aecesti^  of  doin^  inaccurately.   A  man  knows 

vben  his  composition  is  inaccurate,  and  when 

,  be  thinks  fit  bell  correct  it    But,  if  a  man  is 

accustomed  to  compose  slowly,  and  with  diffi- 

^tjf  upon  all  occasions,  there  is  danger  that 

be  Bsy  not  compose  at  all,  as  we  do  not  like  to 

do  that  which  is  not  done  easily ;  and,  at  any 

nte,  more  time  is  consumed  in  a  small  matter 

than  ought  to  be.**    Watson.     "  Dr.  Hugh 

I  Bltir  has  taken  a  week  to  compose  a  sermon.** 

Janton.    •*  Then,  Sir,  that  is  for  want  of  the 

babitof  eomposing  quicUv,  which  I  am  insist- 

iaiT  one  should  acquire.      Watsoh.    **  Blair 

vai  not  oomposinff  all  the  week,  but  only  such 

boon  as  be  ^nnd  nimself  disposed  for  compo- 

AiJOfL**   JoHiiaoir.  **  Nay,  Sir,  unless  you  tell 

•e  the  time  he  took,  yon  tell  me  nothing.    If 

I  tty  I  took  a  week  to  walk  a  mile,  and  have 

bad  the  gont  five  days,  and  been  ill  otherwise 

>Mdier  day,  I  have  taken  but  one  day.    I 

ataeir  have  compoaed  about  forty  sermons.'  I 

wve  beran  a  aermon  after  dinner,  and  sent  it 

^'fhf  tEe  post  that  night.  I  wrote  forty-eight 

^  toe  prmted  octavo  pages  of  the  Life  of 

^▼ai^  at  a  atttang;   but  then  I  sat  up  all 

(^t    I  have  also  written  six  sheets  in  a  day 

"^  inaslatioa  from  the  French.***    Boswbll. 

"*  We  have  all  observed  bow  one  man  dresses 

bitaMlf  ikmljr,  aad  another  fast.**    Jobhsoit. 

^i'ea.  Sir;  it  ia  wonderful  how  much  time 

Mac  people  will  consume  in  dressing;  takii^ 

^  a  thing  and  looking  at  it,  and  laying  it 

="^11,  and  takinff  it  up  a^ain.    Every  one 

^  M  get  the  hStnt  of  domg  it  quickly.    I 

v^U  aay  to  a  young  divine.  Here  is  your 


l^/iN* jMMteMM  l|r  Dr.  Tmglm  **  {urn 
n.  tipt.  1777)  art  twt  liMaJv^/lM 

lais. 

iIm  traDtladoD  of  Lobo,  Ibr  Johnton 

hat  I  kiMw  of,  coDtltdnc  of  M 

Tkia  aBeoOTt  of  lo  mueh  dlUfaiM 

vfcli  tiMt  bdbratlv«"  of  h^  teMlMiee 

Kloa.    Sm  mmik,  |».ai.    Bnl,  m 

**  a  pool  It  DMMlly  raccofdfd  lu  a 

■Md  Im  nsf  hoTO  wrlu«n  ran  to  nuke  up 

Fwhaps,  ttio  Lobo  Unnt  meant  at  all. 

of  oarly  Ufo,  which  Bo*«all  loavei 

X^,  JobiMOQ  Wkj  hato  traiitlatod  manj 

r  cfe«  bookidlrra,  «■  to  vhlch  lo  aftor  dayi 

to  bo  Ailrat.  ^-LOCBKAIT. 

UkoC  Dr.  Jobtttna.  with  all  hi*  ffrffcopal 
have  vialtod  ArdhhUbop  Sharp**  monument. 


*-«7. 


text;  let  me  see  how  soon  yon  can  make  a 
sermon.  Then  Fd  say,  Let  me  see  how  mudi 
better  you  can  make  it.  Thus  I  should  see 
both  his  powers  and  his  judgment.** 

We  aft  went  to  Dr.  Watson*8  to  supper. 
Miss  Sharp,  great  grandchild  of  Archbishop 
Sharp  ^  was  were,  as  was  Mr.  Craig,  the  in- 

genious  architect  of  the  new  town  of  Edin- 
ur|^,  and  nephew  of  Thomson,  to  whom 
Dr.  Johnson  has  since  done  so  much  justice  in 
his  «« Lives  of  the  Poets.** 

We  talked  of  memory,  and  its  various 
modes.  Johnsok.  **  Memory  will  play  strange 
tricks.  One  sometimes  loses  a  single  word.  I 
once  VxXfugact^  in  the  Ode  ^  Posmume,  Post- 
hume.*  **  I  mentioned  to  him,  that  a  worthy 
ffentJeman  of  my  acquaintance  actually  forgot 
his  own  name.  Johhbok.  '^Sir,  that  was  a 
morbid  oblivion.** 

Friday^  Aug.  20.  —  Dr.  Shaw,  the  professor 
of  divinity,  breakfasted  with  us.  I  took  out 
my  ^  Ogden  on  Prayer,**  and  read  some  of  it 
to  the  companv.  Dr.  Johnson  praised  him. 
*^  Abemethprr  ^  said  he,  **  allows  only  of  a 
physical  effect  of  prayer  upon  the  mind,  which 
may  be  produced  many  ways  as  well  as  by 
prayer;  for  instance,  by  meditation.  Ogden 
goes  farther.  In  truth,  we  have  the  consent  of 
all  nations  for  the  efficacy  of  prayer,  whether 
offered  up  by  individuab  or  by  assemblies; 
and  Revelation  has  told  us  it  will  be  efiectud.** 
I  said,  *^  Leechman  ^  seemed  to  incline  to 
Abemethv*s  doctrine.**  Dr.  Watson  observed, 
that  Leechman  meant  to  show  that,  even  ad- 
mitting no  effect  to  be  produced  by  prayer, 
respecting  the  Deity,  it  was  useful  to  our  own 
minds.  &  had  given  only  a  part  of  hu  system : 
Dr.  Johnson  thought  he  should  have  given  the 
whole. 

Dr.  Johnson  enforced  the  strict  observance 
of  Sunday.  ^  It  should  be  different  (he  ob- 
served) from  another  day.  Poopje  may  walk, 
but  not  throw  stones  at  birds.  There  may  be 
relaxation,  but  there  should  be  no  levity.** ' 

We  went  and  saw  Colonel  Naime*s  garden 
and  grotto.  Here  was  a  fine  old  plane  tree. 
Unluckily  the  colonel  said  there  was  but  this 
and  another  large  tree  in  the  county.  This 
assertion  was  an  excellent  cue  for  Dr.  Johnson, 
who  laughed  enormously,  calling  to  me  to  hear 
it.  He  had  expatiated  to  me  on  the  nakedness 
of  that  part  of  Scotland  which  he  had  seen.'' 
His  **  Journey  **  has  been  violently  abused  for 

and  beta  la  eompany  with  hit  doeandant,  without  maklnit 
aaj  obMnrathm  on  bit  character  and  molaacholj  death,  or 
oo  tho  gonaral  iiiblaet  of  ScottUh  apbcopacj.  —  WALTsa 
Scott. 

*  An  Irlih  dtnaotlDi  dlrlna,  whoM  DUnmnet  on  eke 
Dhtime  AUrihmtn,  and  aobo  voIooms  of  Mrmona,  are  highly 
attramad  evao  br  the  clergy  of  the  Chofch  of  Englaod.  He 
died  in  1740.  —  CaoRia. 

*  Dr.  WilllaaB  Leechnan.  Principal  of  the  College  at 
Glasgow  (where  Johnion  MibMSueatly  Tliltcd  him),  who 

Sibtwhed,  amooa  other  valuable  works,  a  ditoourie  On  the 
ature,  Hfatomob'meu,  and  A494mtag€$  </  Frager,  He  died 
lo  17>'ft,  agrd  elghtj.  — CaoftiB. 

*  Hn  Me  mmur,  p.  199.  o.  4.  —  C. 

7  Johnson  has  born  Qi^iutly  abused  for  dwelllnir  on  the 
hareiirsfl  of  Fife.  Tbi*re  are  good  trees  in  inanjr  part*  of  that 
cottucy,  but  tite  east  coast,  along  which  lay  Johnson's  route, 
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whmt  he  has  said  upon  this  snbjeet.  But  let 
It  be  ooosidered  th^  when  Dr.  Johnson  talks 
of  trees,  he  means  trees  of  good  siae,  sndi  aa 
he  was  accustomed  to  see  in  Ensland ;  and  of 
these  there  are  certainlj  ▼err  lew  npon  the 
eastern  coast  of  Scotland.  Heaidfis,  ne  aaid, 
that  he  meant  to  tnre  only  a  map  of  the  road ; 
and  let  any  trayeUer  obsore  how  manj  trees, 
whidi  desenre  the  name,  he  can  see  warn  the 
road  from  Berwick  to  Aberdeen.  Had  Dr. 
Johnson  said,  **  there  mre  no  trees"  npon  this 
line,  he  would  have  said  what  is  ooUoqiiially 
tme ;  because,  by  no  trees,  in  common  speech, 
we  mean  few.  Allien  he  is  particular  in  count- 
ing, he  lOMj  be  attacked.  I  know  not  how 
Colonel  Naime  came  to  aaj  there  were  but 
two  large  trees  in  the  coontj  of  Fife.  I  did 
not  peroetye  that  he  smiled.  There  are  oer^ 
toinly  not  a  great  manj;  but  I  could  hsve 
shown  him  more  than  two  at  Balmnto,  from 
whence  mj  ancestors  came,  and  which  now 
belongs  to  a  branch  of  my  fionily. 

The  grotto  was  ingeniously  constructed.  In 
the  front  of  it  were  petrined  stocks  of  fir, 
plane,  and  some  other  trees.  Dr.  Johnson  said, 
^  Scotland  has  no  right  to  boast  of  this  grotto ; 
it  is  owing  to  personal  merit.  I  never  denied 
personal  merit  to  many  of  you.**  IH-ofessot- 
Shaw  said  to  me,  as  we  walked,  **Thia  is  a 
wonderful  man ;  he  is  master  of  eyezj  subject 
he  handles.**  Dr.  Watson  allowed  hut  mvesj 
stron|^  understanding,  but  wondered  at  his 
total  mattention  to  estaUkhed  asannera,  aa  he 
came  from  London. 

I  haye  not  preserved,  in  my  Journal,  any  of 
the  conyersation  which  passed  between  Dr. 
Johnson  and  Professor  Shaw ;  but  I  reeoUeet 
Dr.  Johnson  said  to  we  afterwards,  ^  I  took 
much  to  Shaw.** 

We  left  St.  Andrew's  about  noon,  and  some 
miles  from  it,  obsenring,  at  Leuchars,  a  church 
with  an  old  tower,  we  stopped  to  look  at  it. 
The  manse,  as  the  parsonage-houae  is  called 
in  Scotland,  was  dose  by.  I  waited  on  the 
minister,  mentioned  our  names,  and  begged  he 
would  tell  us  what  he  knew  about  it.  He  was 
a  yeiT  civil  old  man ;  but  could  only  inform 
OS,  that  it  was  suppond  to  Imve  stood  eight 
hundred  years.  He  told  us  there  was  a  col«iy 
of  Danes  in  his  parish ;  that  tibey  had  landed 
at  a  remote  period  of  time,  and  still  remained 
a  distinct  people.  Dr.  Johnson  shrewdly  in- 
ouired,  whether  they  had  broiug^t  women  with 
them.  We  were  not  satisfied  as  to  tUs 
colony.' 

We  saw,  thu  day,  Dundee  and  Aberbrothick, 


!•  rerUlnlf  ilnHtDte  of  wood,  vsepptfns  ^— »  . 
The  otAer  tree  mratiooed  bj  Colonel  Naima  It  protaMy  tiM 
Prior  Lechm  plane.  meMurinc  io  dii— iJniwiiw  at  Um 
•orface  ncarif  iwmtj  feat,  •nd  at  tlw  Mttlat  oa  of  Om 
braneiMt  nineteen  feet.  Thlt  flant  at  f ha  tatnU  atands  In 
m  coU  expoced  tltnatiaa,  apait  firoai  mrmrf  othar 
Walt««  Scott. 

1  The  rolony  of  t.rtK>han  li  a  vain  lmaflnalla«eoCr,^H.M« 
a  crruio  SrK  of  Danet  wrerkf^  on  Sbenghy  Dtkea.-. 
VTalimm  bcoTT.     The  Aahiug  people  on  that 


the  last  of  which  Dr.  Johnson  has  oddmled  ( 
in  hit  ^Journey.*'  *    Upon  the  nsd  we  talked 
of  the  Boman  Catholic  &hh.    He  mentwawi  > 
(I  think^  Tillotson*s  argument  agstsit  tna-  1 
substantiataon :  —  **  That  we  are  as  sore  we 
see  bread  and  wine  only,   as  that  we  read 
in  the  Bible  the  text  en  whidi  that  &lss  doe-  i 
trine  is  founded.    We  have  only  the  erideoce 
of  our  senses  for  both.** -- «*  H,**  he  sddcd, 
'*  God  had  never  spoken  ^;nrativdy,  we  m^ 
hold  that  he  qieaks  litenlly,  when  he  stji,  > 
'  This  is  my  body .' **    BoawKX.    "But  wbst 
do  yon  say.  Sir,  to  the  ancient  and  ooBtiBned 
tradition   of  the  Church  imon  this  point?** 
JoHsaov.  **  Thbdition,  Sir,  nas  no  pUee  when 
the  Seriptares  are  plam;  and  tradition  eaaaot 
persuade  a  man  into  a  belief  of  transofaalaD-  , 
tiation.     AUe  men,  indeed,  have  mid  they  ' 
believed  it.**  i 

Thb  is  an  awful  subject  I  did  not  then 
press  Dr.  Johnson  upon  it ;  nor  AtSX  I  nov 
enter  unon  a  diaquiaition  conoeniinfj  tht 
import  or  those  words  uttered  by  oar  SsTioar^, 
whidi  had  sndi  an  cfiect  upon  many  of  kis 
disciples,  that  they  **  went  bn^  and  wslked  bd 
more  with  him.**  The  catecfaisB  and  solena 
office  for  communion,  in  the  Church  of  £nf^ 
land,  maintain  a  mysteriona  belief  ia  man 
than  a  mere  comnaemoration  of  the  dasth  «f 
Qirist,  by  partakiiv  «f  the  deoMDla  of  bnad 
and  wine. 

Dr.  Johnson  p«t  ne  in  mind,  thai  si  Sl 
Aadrew*s  I  had  defended  my  uiuftaBoe  ven 
well,  when  the  question  had  ^^  been  startei 
Whether  a  lawyer  might  honestly  et^page  with 
the  first  side  that  iSers  hon  n  fte^  "Sir: 
said  I,  "itwaawiA  yoor  arnasafts  sc«n>fi 
Sir  William  Forbca;  but  it  waa  sach  that  1 
could  wield  the  aims  of  Goliath.*' 

He  said,  our  jn4^  had  aat  goaa  deep  is 
the  ^nestioB  eoneeraing  lilcnury  p^^^P^.^*.  ^ 
mentioned  Lord  Monboddo'a  opnaioa,  that  i/  a 
man  eonld  get  a  woA  bv  haait»  ha  night  frint 
it,  as  by  such  aa  act  the  nind  is  excreted 
JoBxaoa.  «*  No,  Sir ;  a  maa*a  rapeatiag  it  00 
mora  makes  it  his  property,  than  a  naa  aut 
sdl  a  eow  which  ha  ifaivca  faflsaa.'  I  mil 
printing  an  abridgmeatof  a  wrofk  was  allowr*^. 
wUeh  was  only  cottiqg  the  horaa  and  tail  *4 
the  cow.  JoHflsoa.  ^No»  Sir;  *tis  makiii: 
the  cow  have  a  calf.** 

About  elevea  at  aight  wa  arrived  at  M<ict' 
rose.  We  found  but  a  aorry  ina,  when:  I 
mjself  saw  another waiterput  a  luap  of ^Xi.*v*' 
with  his  fingers  into  Dr.  Johason*a  teaaor.*  . 
fin- which  he  called  him '^raaeal I**    It  pot  ok 


T0«.  exoapt  ye  aat  the 
hU  blood,  re  have  ao  U 
GkapLTtAl.anifeltofvJ^ 
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IB  great  giee  tiiakoor  liadlordvias  an  Enj^iib- 
nia.  I  raUied  the  Doctor  upoa  tfaia,  and  he 
grew  qniel.  Botk  Sir  John  Hawkins's  and 
Dr.Bmntfn  ""Histinrj  of  Mime'*  hmi  tben 
been  adreitised.  I  asked  if  tkis  was  not 
jointkf:  vooUL  tjMjnot  hart  one  another? 
Jonsoai.  ^  N<H  Sir.  Thej  will  do  good  to 
one  another.  Some  wiil  bay  the  one,  aonie  the 
other,  and  tnofun  them;  and  ao  a  talk  is 
■ade  aboai  a  thmg,  aad  the  books  areaold.** 

He  was  angry  at  aie  far  ptopaahig  to  carry 
leaiooa  with  na  to  Sky,  that  he  might  be  sore 
to  hare  Us  lanonade.  '^  Sir,**  saffl  he, '^  I  do 
not  virii  to  be  ihooght  that  feeble  maa  who 
eaoot  do  widiflat  any  thinf^.  Sir,  it  ia  ycit 
bad  HIS  nam  II  ta  carrr  proTiaions  to  any  maa  s 
boaae,  aa  if  he  could  not  entertain  yon.  To 
SB  infeiiot^  it  la  oppressive;  toa  anperior,  it  is 


Having  tdcea  the  liberty,  this  evenjng,  to 
nmsik  to  Dr.  Johnson,  that  he  very  c^ea  sat 
qaite  silent  for  a  long  time,  even  when  in  oom- 
psay  with  aofy  aain^  friend,  which  I  myaelf 
ttsd  somethnea  sadly  ezpericsmed,  he  smiled 
SDd«id,''ItMtnm,Sir.  Tom  Tren  (ibr  so 
he  famflkriy  called  oar  ingenions  fiiend,  who, 
aaee  his  death,  has  paid  a  biocraphieal  tribute 
tohismenury),  Tom  Tyeta  Seacnbed  me  the 
heit  fie  onoe  said  to  me,  *  Sir,  yon  are  likea 
ghost:  yoa  nefcr  speak  till  yon  are  spoken 
to.'"^ 


CHAPTER  XXXm 
1773. 

UoMirom.  —  Lamrtuee  Kirk.  —  Momboddn Smi- 

groAtm,  —  Hamtr.  —  Biography  and  Hmiory.  — 
Deenam  efLearming.  —  PrmutUm  of  Biahopt. — 
CSliacii    and     Samtpt,  —  AberdBtH.  — •  Proftaaor 

Goriao AMie  amd  PrwaU  BdueaHom.  —  Sir 

^wordoOm  ^^  Trado     oj   jntrocca*  ^~* 

«f  akr    T^imig  amd  Ao  Momomml  — 

if  Akvdotm,  — Dhmor  at  Sir 


Mfndroie^  Saturday^  Aug-  21<f.  —  Kxithbb  the 
Ber.  Mr.  Kisbct,  the  establiehed  minister,  nor 
the  ReT,  Mr.  Spooner,  the  episcopal  minister, 
vere  m  town.  Befigie  break^t,  we  went  aad 
anr  the  tova^hall,  where  ia  a  good  daadag 


^ '  Tbto  deaeriotfoa  of  Dr.  JohoioD  mppetn  to  hare  been 
kwiwMd  Ami  Tom  Jomg$,  iMok  xL  lim^.  S.:  •*  The 
«tl>cr.  who.  like  o  fhott,  onl/ wnit«d  to  be  Moke  to,  mdUy 
^Mved.'*  Ac^BoBwiLL.  Tyora  «m  not  thinUng  of  Tom 
«Xnn:  bolii  he  and  Fleldlns  elli^od  to  the  Hune  geDanl 
nftuthJon,  ttMt  (hoiU  aniat  be  first  sfoken  to.—  Crokbb. 
'  Tbera  were  leveral  poinu  of  liinllerlty  between  tbem  ; 
|^ii^D|,  devnoM  offaeiidtprecliionof  speech,  aand  a  lore  of 
f^nKh  OB  aaof  anhjortt  vfaieb  peeple  ia  general  do  not 
vntoi^ao.  Foote  paU  Lord  Monboddo  the  oemplfanent  of 
aTwt.thathewas*^Blaeffiredltloaof  Johnwm."    Uhai 


room,  and  other  rooma  for  teanlrinking.  The 
appearanoe  of  the  town  from  it  is  Terr  well ; 
but  many  of  the  houses  are  built  witn  their 
ends  to  the  street,  wluch  looks  awkward. 
When  we  came  down  from  it,  I  met  Mr.  Gieig, 
a  merdiaat  here.  He  went  with  as  to  see  the 
English  chaoeL  It  is  aitnated  on  a  pretty  dij 
^>ot,  and  uiere  is  a  fine  walk  to  it.  It  is 
really  aa  elogaat  buildtng,  both  within  and 
without.  The  organ  is  adcniied  with  green  and 
gold.  Dr.  Johnson  gave  a  bulling  extraordi- 
nary to  the  clerk,  saying,  **  He  Mongs  to  an 
honest  dmrch.*"  I  pat  him  ia  mind,  tmtt  epis- 
copals  were  bat  ouaeaCerg  here;  they  were 
only  taUratad.  '^Sir,*'  aaid  he,  ""we  are  here, 
as  Christiana  in  Turkey."  He  afterwards  went 
hito  aa  apotheeary'a  shop,  and  ordered  sodm 
medicine  for  himsdf,  ana  wrote  the  prescrip- 
tion in  technical  dmracters.  The  boy  took 
him  isx  a  physician. 

I  doobted  nmeh  which  road  to  take,  whether 
to  go  by  the  eoaat,  or  by  Lawrence  Kirk  and 
Monboddo.  I  knew  Lord  Monboddo  and  Dr. 
Johnaon  did  not  kire  eadi  other ;  yet  I  was 
onwillinf^  not  to  Tisit  his  lordship;  and  was 
also  eonoos  to  see  them  togeUier.'  I  men- 
tioaed  my  doabts  to  Dr.  Jolmsoo;  who  said  he 
would  go  two  miles  oat  of  his  way  to  see  Lord 
Monboddo.  I  therefore  sent  Joseph  forward, 
with  the  IbUowing  note : — 

**  MontroM.  flit  Aogaat. 
**  Mr  DKAa  Loan^ «.-  Tims  iar  I  am  oome  with 
Mr.  Snmtid  Jdhnaon.  We  must  be  at  Aberdeen 
to-night  I  know  yon  do  not  admire  him  aomuch 
as  I  do ;  but  I  cannot  be  in  this  country  without 
making  yon  a  bow  at  your  old  place,  as  I  do  not 
know  if  I  may  again  haTe  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
Monboddo.  Bciidm,  Mr.  Johnaon  saya,  he  would 
go  two  miles  out  of  his  way  to  see  Lord  Monboddo. 
I  have  sent  forward  my  aerrant,  that  we  may  know 
if  your  lordahip  be  at  hone.     I  am  ever,  ftc. 

'jAMas  Boswxix." 

Aa  we  travelled  onwards  firom  Montrose,  we 
had  the  Graoqiian  hills  in  our  view,  and  some 
good  land  around  oa,  bat  Toid  of  trees  and 
hedges.  Dr.  Johnson  has  said  ludicrously,  in 
his  ^  Joiimey,"  that  the  hedrea  were  oiwtone; 
foe,  instead  of  die  verdant  Mora  to  refresh  the 
^fe,  we  firand  the  bare  waU  or  dike  intersecting 
toe  prospect.  He  observed,  that  it  was  won- 
derfid  to  see  a  ooontry  so  divested,  so  denuded 
of  trees. 

We  stopped  at  Lawrence  Kiik,  where  oar 
great  grammarian,  Baddiman,  waa  once  school- 
master.    We  respectfully  remembered  diat 


been  threwdlr  obterred,  that  Foote  na»t  hare  meant  a  dhni- 
nntive  or  pedM  edMen.— Boew^Li..  Johneon  htaiMlf  thui 
dewribee  t.ord  Monboddo  to  Mrs.  Thrale :  **  He  b  a  SeoCeh 
judge,  who  hai  Lrteir  written  a  atranae  book  about  the  origin 
of  langnage,  tn  wblcn  he  traeea  monaefi  np  to  men,  and  aajt 
that  In  loroe  coantrlet  the  human  ipedet  have  talli  like 
He  inquired  far  these  long-tailed  men  from 


[Kir  Joeephl  Banks,  and  wai  not  pleated  that  they  had  not 
been  found  m  all  hh  pernrrii 


thiato 


nations.    He  talked  nothing  of 
"— Lcttnv:— Caoi 
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excellent  man  and  eminent  scholar,  bj  whose 
labours  a  knowled^  of  the  Latin  language 
will  be  preserved  m  Scotland,  if  it  shul  be 
preserv^  at  all.  Lord  Gardenston^  one  of 
our  judges,  collected  monej  to  raise  a  monu- 
ment tonlm  at  this  place,  which  I  hope  will  be 
well  executed.  I  know  mj  father  gave  five 
guineas  towards  it  Lord  Grardenstone  is  the 
proprietor  of  Lawrence  Kirk,  and  has  encou- 
raged the  building  of  a  manufacturinff  villa^ 
of  which  he  is  exceedingly  fond,  and  has  writ- 
ten a  pamphlet  upon  it,  as  if  he  had  founded 
Thebes,  in  which,  however,  there  are  many 
useful  precepts  strongly  expressed.  The 
village  seemea  to  be  irregularly  built,  some  of 
the  nouses  being  of  clay,  some  of  brick,  and 
some  of  brick  and  stone.  Dr.  Johnson  ob- 
served, they  thatched  well  here. 

I  was  a  little  acquainted  with  Mr.  Forbes, 
the  minister  of  the  parish.  I  sent  to  inform 
him  that  a  gentleman  desired  to  see  him.  He 
returned  for  answer,  **  that  he  would  not  come 
to  a  stranger.**  I  then  gave  my  name,  and  he 
came.  I  remonstrated  to  him  for  not  coming 
to  a  stranger ;  and,  b^  presenting  him  to  Dr. 
Johnson,  proved  to  him  what  a  stranger  might 
sometimes  be.  His  Bible  inculcates  ^  be  not 
forgetful  to  entertain  strangers,**  and  mentions 
the  same  motive.*  He  defended  himself  by 
saying,  ^  He  had  once  come  to  a  stranger,  who 
sent  for  him ;  and  he  found  hun  *  a  lUd&'iDorth 
person  /  *  ** 

Dr.  Johnson  insisted  on  stopping  at  the  inn, 
as  I  told  him  Lord  Gardenstone  had  furnished 
it  with  a  collecUon  of  books,  that^  travellers 
might  have  entertainment  for  the  mind  as  well 
as  the  body.  He  praised  the  design,  but  wished 
there  had  been  more  books,  and  Uiose  better 
chosen. 

About  a  mile  from  Monboddo,  where  you 
turn  off  the  road,  Joseph  was  waitinff  to  tell 
us  my  lord  expected  us  to  (Unner.  We  drove 
over  a  wild  moor.  It  rained,  and  the  scene 
was  somewhat  dreary.  Dr.  Johnson  repeated, 
with  s<demn  emphasis,  Macbeth's  speech  on 
meeting  the  witches.  As  we  travelled  on,  he 
told  me,  **  Sur,  you  got  into  our  Club  by  doing 
what  a  man  can  do.^  Several  of  the  members 
wished  to  keep  you  out.  Burke  told  me,  be 
doubted  if  you  were  fit  for  it :  but,  now  you 
are  in,  none  of  them  are  sorry.  Burke  savs, 
that  you  have  so  much  good-humour  naturally, 
it  is  scarce  a  virtue.**  Boewxix.  **  They  were 
idGraid  of  you.  Sir,  as  it  was  you  who  proposed 
me.**  JomcsoH.  Sir,  thev  knew,  that  ii  they  re- 
fused you,  they'd  probably  never  have  got  in 


*  Fmicto  Gftrdmi,  •  Seoteh  Lof4  of  ScmIoii,  vbo  ereetod  a 
TOT7  prett/  temple  orer  St.  Bernard*!  Well,  on  tba  bank  of 
tbc  waiter  of  Lclih.  Il«  wai  •  roan  of  talents,  hoc  of  Mme 
IrrefuUiiijr  ol  niod,  and  died  (It  wa»  nki  bf  bit  ovn  act) 
In  1794.  _  Cao&KB. 

*  **  Be  not  foriretfUl  to  entertain  itraagert ;  for  thereby 
•one  bave  enterulnfd  amgrU  anawaret.**  —  Heb.  xlli.  1  A 
ploua  aiul  roodmt  allusion  on  the  part  of  Bocwell !  —  Cacwn. 

'  I'liU,  I  And,  U  contldrrMl  obccare.  I  kuppote  Dr. 
Johnson  meant,  that  1  aMiduoutlj  and  eamettiy  recon- 


another.  Pd  have  kept  them  all  out  Ben- 
clerk  was  very  eamot  for  yoo."  Bqswxll 
^'B  eauclerk  has  a  keenness  of  mind  which  a 
veiy  uncommon.**  Jomisoii.  **  Yes,  Sir;  ind 
every  thing  comes  from  him  so  essily.  It  ap* 
pears  to  me  that  I  labour,  when  I  sa^jr  ft  good 
thing.**  BoBwsix.  ^  Yon  are  loud,  Sir,  mit  it 
is  not  an  efibrt  of  mind.** 

Monboddo  is  a  wretched  place,  wild  md 
naked,  with  a  poor  old  boose,  though,  if  1 1«> 
collect  right,  there  are  two  turrets,  which  uaA 
an  old  Daron*s  residence.  Lord  Mooboddo 
received  us  at  his  gate  most  ooortetnisl j ; 
pointed  to  the  Douglas  arms  upon  his  home, 
and  told  us  that  his  great-grandmother  wu  of 
that  family.  *'  In  such  houses,**  said  he,  '*oar 
ancestors  lived,  who  were  better  men  thu 
we.**  ""No,  no,  my  lord,**  said  Dr.  Johmon; 
**  we  are  as  strong  as  they,  and  a  grest  dol 
wiser.**  This  was  an  assault  vpoo  one  of  Lord 
Monboddo*s  capital  dogmas,  and  I  wss  tfriid 
there  would  have  been  a  violent  altercstkm  is 
the  very  closer  before  we  ^[oi  into  the  hoofe- 
But  his  lordship  is  distinguished  not  only  for  I 
*'  ancient  metaphysics,**  but  for  andentpoUeMrt 
'*  la  vieille  eowr^  and  he  made  no  reply.  I 

His  lordship  was  drest  in  a  rastie  suit,  snd  j 
wore  a  little  round  hat ;  he  told  ns,  we  nov  . 
saw  him  as  Farmer  Burnet,  and  we  ihiMild 
have  his  familv  dinner,  a  fanner's  dinner.  Be 
said,  *^  I  shoula  not  have  forgiven  Mr.  BoiwelL 
had  he  not  brought  you  here,  Dr.  Johuoa.'* 
He  produced  a  very  long  ftalk  of  eom,  m  & 
specimen  of  his  crop,  and  said,  **  You  see  here 
the  loBlaa  sigetesr"  he  added,  that  Virfd 
seemed  to  be  as  enthusiastic  a  fanner^  si ha 
and  was  certainly  a  practical  one.  JoBOO*- 
''It  does  not  always  follow,  my  krd,  tbit  * 
man,  who  has  written  a  good  poem  on  sb  art 
has  practised  it.  Philip  MiUer  told  me,  thsi 
in  Fhilips*s  ''  Cyder,**  a  poem,  aU  the  yner^ 
were  jiut,  and  indeed  better  than  in  hwb 
written  for  the  purpose  of  instructing;  y^  I 
Philips  had  never  made  order.**  * 

I  started  the  subject  of  enugration.  Jof* 
soK.  ^  To  a  man  of  mere  animal  life,  yon  ^  j 
ui^  no  alignment  against  going  to  AaierKi.  | 
but  that  it  will  be  some  time  be&e  he  will  sH 
the  earth  to  produce.  Bat  a  man  of  sbt  is* 
tellectual  enjoyment  will  not  easilv  go  ''^ 
immerse  himself  and  his  posterity  ror  a^  ^ 
barbarism. 

He  and  my  lord  noke  highly  of  B«otf- 
JoHHSoK.  ^  He  had  all  the  learning  of  hit  9^ 
The  shield  of  AchiUes  shows  a  natioo  b  ~^ 
a  nation  in  peace:  harvest  sport,  nay 


mended  nifteir  to  tome  of  Cbe  ncoiben,  la  la  a  <•»▼.«  "^ 
an  election  Into  narltament  —  BoewsiA.  ^ . 

«  Waiter  Scott  uted  to  tell  an  loeiaate  of  UoH  M  *'  '^'T! 
aertcultnral    rnthuslasni,  that  rctnmins  hofne  «   •      ^' 
after  an  abteuce  ' I  think)  on  drt^dt,  be  vent  ft:  ■ ' 
candle  to  look  at  a  neld  of  tonUpe,  tb«i  a  ooteltr  In  >  • '  •  ^ 
—  CaoKia.  IIM«.  ,.        ... 

»  I'hia  Johnfton  repeatfd  In  bb  Uflb  aT  FMUiv.  M  ■'  '  ' 
author  of  the  Gardenet't  DtUtaMfy.  m  bora  «t  t '  •• 
In  1091,  and  died  In  1771.  -.  WnsBT. 
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ing"!  MomosDO.  ^  Aj^  and  what  we 
(looking  to  me)  would  call  a  parliament-house 
Kene ;  a  cause  pleaded."  Johnson.  ^  That  is 
psri  of  the  life  of  a  nation  in  peace.  And 
there  are  in  Homer  such  characters  of  heroes, 
tnd  combinations  of  qualities  of  heroes,  that 
the  united  powers  of  mankind  ever  since  hare 
not  produced  any  but  what  are  to  be  found 
there."*  MoNBODDO.  ^^Yet  no  character  is 
described.**  Johnbon.  **No;  they  all  deve- 
lope  themselves.  Agamemnon  is  always  a 
genUeman-like  character ;  he  has  always  Baai- 
Xaov  ru^  Hiat  the  ancients  held  so,  is  plain 
from  this;  that  Euripides,  in  his  Hecuba, 
,  makes  him  the  person  to  interpose.** '  Mon- 
BODDO.  **  The  history  of  manners  is  the  most 
Tsloable.  I  never  set  a  high  value  on  any  other 
hij^ry.**  JoHHaoN.  **Nor  I;  and  therefore 
I  esteem  biography,  as  giving  us  what  comes 
near  to  ourKlves,  what  we  can  turn  to  use.** 
BoswiLL.  ^  But  in  the  course  of  general  his- 
toiy  we  find  manners.  In  wars,  we  see  the 
dispositions  of  people,  their  degrees  of  human- 
itj,  and  other  particulars.**  Johnson.  **  Yes ; 
but  then  you  most  take  all  the  facts  to  get 
this,  and  it  is  but  a  little  you  get.  Mon- 
BODDo.  ^And  it  is  that  little  which  makes 
history  valuable.**  Bravo!  thought  I;  they 
agree  like  two  brothers.  Monboi>do.  ^  I  am 
ioiTj,  Dr.  Johnson,  you  were  not  longer  at 
Edinburgh,  to  receive  the  homage  of  our  men 
of  learning.**  Johnson.  '*My  lord,  I  received 
great  respect  and  great  kindness.**  Boswbu*. 
**  He  ffoes  back  to  Edinburgh  after  our  tour.** 
We  tuked  of  the  decrease  of  learning  in  Scot- 
iand,  and  of  the  ^  Muses*  Welcome.  John- 
Ms.  **  Learning  u  much  decreased  in  England, 
in  mj  rememErance.**  Monbobdo.  ^  You, 
Sir,  liave  lived  to  see  its  decrease  in  England, 
I  its  extinction  in  Scotland.**  However,  I 
brought  him  to  confess  that  the  high  school  of 
Edinburgh  did  well.  Johnson.  *' Learning 
has  decreased  in  England,  because  learning 
vill  not  do  so  much  for  a  man  as  formerly. 
There  are  other  ways  of  gettins  preferment. 
Few  bishops  are  now  made  for  weir  learning. 
To  be  a  bishop,  a  man  must  be  learned  in  a 
j  lemed  age,  factious  in  a  factious  age,  but 
I  ilvaja  of  eminence.  Warburton  is  an  ezcep- 
'  tioQ,  though  his  learning  alone  did  not  raise 


'  Mj  aoC«  of  thif  It  mudi  too  short.    Brewii  e*u  loAoro, 
Yet  mm  1  hsTO  raiolired,  thst  Hbtf  vetf  JamrmU 


irtMfti)r.JUbtfo»  remd  tball  be  pratnited  to  the  puUk,  I 
*V  Ml  ex|MBnd  tko  text  fai  any  conildenble  defree,  though 
I  imfooeuiooahf  sopply  a  word  to  eomplete  the  lenie,  u  I 
'  S&op  the  blaake  of  abbrevtotion  in  the  writing,  neither  of 

>  *Ma  cen  be  lald  to  change  the  genuine  Journal.  One  of 
I  ^  hot  erities  of  oar  age  coqieetnret  tliat  the  impeifeot  pai- 
j  <«|iabofehaaprotabl7beenaifbllowa:  — **Inhlibookwe 

we  m  metnmtm  dIapteT  of  a  nation  In  war.  and  a  nation  in 

'  t*m ;  the  peaiaat  la  delineated  a«  truly  a«  the  general ;  nay, 

c«ca  b4rreit  iport,  and  Uie  modes  of  ancient  theft,  are  de- 

>  «nhed.  **  —  BoawKUU.  The  eritie  was  probably  Dr.  Hugh 
■   BUir — Waltis  Scott. 

I      '  ^amrtkimg  reg^ — Cboudl 

'  Dr.  Johnsoa  modotly  said,  he  bad  not  read  Homer  so 

,   audi  M  be  wished  he  bad  done.     But  this  oonversatioo 

'   tliova  how  veil  Ike  was  acquainted  with  tlae  Mcsonian  bard  ; 

■ad  be  has  shown  It  sUU  more  io  his  criticism  upon  Pope's 

Bmkt,  io  hi*  life  of  that  poeL    My  excellent  friend,  Mr. 


him.  He  was  first  an  antagonist  to  Pope,  and 
helped  Theobald  to  publish  his  Shakspeare; 
but,  seeing  Pope  the  rising  man,  when  Crousaz 
attacked  his  *  Essay  on  Man,'  for  some  faults 
which  it  has,  and  some  which  it  has  not,  War- 
burton  defended  it  in  the  Review  of  that  time. 
This  brought  him  acquainted  with  Pope,  and 
he  gained  his  friendship.  Pope  intitniuced 
him  to  Allen,  Allen  married  him  to  his  niece  ; 
so,  by  AIlen*s  interest  and  his  own,  he  was 
made  a  bishop.^  But  then  his  learning  was 
the  sine  qu6  non.  He  knew  how  to  make  the 
most  of  it,  but  I  do  not  find  by  any  dishonest 
means.**  Monboddo.  ^He  is  a  great  man.** 
Johnson.  '*  Yes,  he  has  great  knowledge,  great 
power  of  mind.  Hardly  any  man  bring^s  greater 
variety  of  learning  to  bear  upon  his  point.*' 
MoNBODDo.  **  He  IS  one  of  the  greatest  lights 
of  your  Church."  Johnson.  "Why,  we  are 
not  so  sure  of  his  being  very  friendly  to  us. 
He  blazes,  if  you  will,  but  that  is  not  always 
the  steadiest  light.  Lowth  is  another  bishop 
who  has  risen  by  his  learning." 

Dr.  Johnson  examined  young  Arthur,  Lord 
Monboddo*s  son,  in  Latin.  He  answered  very 
well ;  upon  which  he  said,  with  complacency, 
**(jet  you  gone!  When  King  James  comes 
back\  you  shall  be  in  the  *  Muses'  Wdcome  I' " 
My  lord  and  Dr.  Johnson  disputed  a  little, 
whether  the  savage  or  the  Lonoon  shopkeeper 
had  the  best  existence ;  his  lordship,  as  usual, 
preferring  the  savage.  My  lord  was  extremely 
nospitable,  and  I  saw  both  Dr.  Johnson  and 
him  liking  each  other  better  every  hour. 

Dr.  Johnson  having  retired  for  a  short  time, 
his  lordship  spoke  of  his  conversation  as  I 
could  have  wished.  Dr.  Johnson  had  said, 
^  I  have  done  greater  feats  with  my  knife  than 
this;"  though  he  had  eaten  a  very  hearty 
dinner.  My  lord,  who  afiects  or  believes  he 
follows  an  abstemious  system,  seemed  struck 
with  Dr.  Johnson's  manner  of  living.  I  had 
a  particular  satisfaction  in  being  under  -the 
roof  of  Monboddo,  my  lord  being  my  father's 
old  friend,  and  having  been  always  very  good 
to  me.  We  were  coraial  together.  He  asked 
Dr.  Johnson  and  me  to  stay  all  night.  When 
I  said  we  must  be  at  Aberdeen,  he  replied, 
^  Well,  I  am  like  the  Romans :  I  shall  say  to 
you,  ^  Happy  to  come ;  happy  to  depart ! '  " 


Langton,  told  me,  he  was  once  present  at  a  dispute  between 
Dr.  Johnson  and  Mr.  Burke,  on  the  comparative  merits  o( 
Homer  and  Virgil,  which  was  carried  on  with  extraordlnarj 
abilities  on  both  sides.  Dr.  Johnson  maintained  the  aupe- 
riority  of  Homer.  —  Bos  will. 

*  It  was  probiblT  a  misunderstanding  of  some  such  eon- 
Tersatlon  as  this,  tnat  induced  Dr.  Stranan  to  state  that  the 
king  had  told  Johnson,  that  JPe^  kad  made  WarbmrUm  a 
bitiop.  See  amiit  p.  18S.  n.  S.  Johnson's  account  here  given  is 
rational  and  consistent  with  the  known  tacts.  Dr.  Strahan's 
anecdote  is  neither.  —  Cuoara. 

*  I  find  some  doubt  has  been  entertained  concerning  Dr. 
Johnson's  meaning  here.   It  is  to  be  supposed  that  he  meant 


**when  a  king  shall  again  be  entertained  in  Scotland."  — 
BoawBLL.  This  was,  probably,  another  touch  of  JaaMte 
pleasantry ;  and  Johnson  was,  perhaps,  as  Mr.  Chamt>ers 
suggested  to  me,  thinking  of  one  of  the  addresses  in  the 
JfuM's*  tVgteome,  which  was  spoken  by  a  very  young  boy, 
tte  son  of  the  Earl  of  Wlnton.—  Crokib,  1S35. 
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He  thanked  Dr.  JobMon  fbr  fak  Tisiti  Jtnnv- 
Baw%  ^  I  little  thoogfaty  when  I  bad  the  hoiMBr 
to  mcefr  yoar  lonMiip  in  London,  that  I  should 
808  yon  at  Monboddo.**  After  dinner,  aa  the 
ladies  wvre  gpinz  avmy,  Dr.  Johnson  would 
stand  vp. '  He  insisted  that  politeness  was  of 
great  consequence  in  society.  ^It  isi**  said 
hey  **  fictitious  benercrfenoe.  It  supplioe  the 
place  of  it  amongst  those  who  see  each  other 
only  in  public,  or  but  little.  Depend  upon  it 
the  want  of  it  never  fhils  to  produce  something 
disagreeable  to  one  or  other.  I  have  alwai^s 
applied  to  good  breeding,  what  Addison,  in 
his  Cato,  says  of  bononr :  -— 

^  *  Honoar*s  a  sacred  tie ;  the  law  of  kiti;^ ; 
TlienolUe  mind*s  distinguishing  perftrction^ 
That  aids  and  strengthens  Viitue  wherv  it  meets 

her, 
And  imitates  her  acttoa<}  where  she  is  not.*" 

When  he  took  up  his  large  oak  stick,  he 
said,  **  My  lord,  that's  Homeric ;  '*  thus  plea- 
santly alluding  to  his  lordship's  favourit« 
writer. 

Gory,  my  lord^s  black  servant,  waa  sent  as 
our  guide,  to  coadnct  us*  to  the  high  road. 
The  ciroumataaoe  of  each  of  them  having  a 
black  servant  was  another  point  of  similarity 
between  Johnsoa  and  Monboddo.  I  observed 
how  curious  it  was  to  see  an  African  in  the 
north  of  Scotknd,  with  little  or  no  diffurence 
of  nannera  from,  those  of  the  nsiivesu  Dr. 
Johnson,  laughed  to  see  Gory  and  Joseph 
riding  together  most  cordially*  **  Thoae  two 
fellows^**  said  he,  ^  one  from  Africa,  the  other 
from  Bohemia,  seem  quite  at  home.*"  Ho  was 
mnoh  pleased  with  Lord  Monboddo  to-day. 
He  said,  he  would  have  pardoned  bira  for  a 
isw  paradojKea,  when,  he  found  that  he  had  so 
muon  that  was  good :  but  that,  from  his  ap- 
pearance in  London,  he  tbouffht  him  all  para- 
dox ;  which  would  not  do.  He  obserx-ecl  that 
hia  lordship  had  talked  no  paradoxes  to-<Uiy. 
^^  And  as  to  the  savage  and  tiie  London  shop- 
keeper,** said  he,  ^*  I  don*t  know  but  I  mignt 
have  taken  the  side  of  the  savage  e(]nally,  bad 
any  body  eJse  taken'  the  side  of  the  shop* 
keeper.** '  fie  had  said  to  my  lord,  in  oppo* 
sitioa  to  the  value  of  Uie  savage*s  cuum^  tdiat 
It  was  owing  to  his-  limited  power  of  tlimking^ 
and  repeated  Pope*s  verses,  in  which  "  Mace- 
donia's madman  is  introduced,  and  the  con- 
dttsion  It, 

**  Yet  ne*er  looks  forward  fiirther  then  his  nose.*** 
I  oljected  to  the  liwt  phrase,  as  being  low. 


1  Readers  of  thli  dsf  will  woadfr  dmt  a  mark  of  rf«|wt 
l»  Iwilw;  iNMr  so  nalvcteal.  Aould  et w  bwrr  bftm  wtlhlMld. 
It  suntlr  war  not  so  ta  Rntlnnil  at  that  paried.  —CaoBSB. 

t  Jbtana  SOTi  to  Wrs.  Tbrale,  «*  We  w^m  prHtjr  wall. 
oalf  wv^U^NitM  tn  a^Mttafr  iba  datm  of  nwrtt  brtwaan  a 
illupaiiiiBr  crtgmAm  and  a  nmtn^e  .if  tba  A»m«rlean  vttdn-. 
mmn  OoroaliiVms  w«n>,  I  think.  BudnoUncd  on  bntb sMes 
wMMvrflMI  oPRTlctlaa.  Mnwaoddo  dcclartMl  baldly  fiir  tli« 
Mraga, and  I,  jiiifliiiyrjtr tkai  raaiiw.  ilded  widi  thr eltfsan.** 
▼oLL  p.  115.    A  remmm   that  too  often  Influ. 


^Hitaenp,  <*Rr,  it  is  intended  to  be  low :  it 
is  satire.  The  expression  is  debased,  to  debase 
the  efaaracter.** 

When  Gory  war  abont  to  part  from  us,  Dr. 
Johnson  called  to  him,  **  Mr.  Goiy,  give  me 
leave  to  ask  yon  a  question  f  are  yon  baptised?" 
Geiy  told  him  he  was —  and  confirmed  bv  the 
Blsliop  of  Durhsm.  He  then-  gave  htm  a 
shilling. 

We  had  a  tt*dioas  driving  tiiis  aAemoon, 
and  were  somewhat  drowsy.  Last  night  I  was 
afraid  Dr.  Johnson  was  beginning  to  faint  in 
his  resolution ;  for  he  said,  "  If  we  must  r^ 
much,  we  shall  not  go;  and  there's  an  end 
on*t.'*  To-day,  when  he  talked  of  Sky  with 
spirit,  T  said,  "  Why,  Sir,  you  seemed  to  me  to 
despond  yesterday.  You  are  a  delicate  {.Lon- 
doner ;  you  are  a  nnurcarom  ;  yon  can*t  ride* 
JoRiffBOw.  ^^  Sir,  I  shall  ride  better  t^tao  you. 
I  was  only  afraid  I  should  not  find  a  horse 
able  to  carry  me.**  I  hoped  then  there  would 
be  no  fear  of  getting  through  our  wild  Tour. 

We  came  to  Aberdeen  at  half  an  hour  past 
eleven.  The  New  Inn,  we  were  told,  was  ML 
This  wBfr  comfortless.  The-  waiter,  however, 
asked  if  one  of  our  names  was  Boswell,  and 
broti^t;  me  a  letter  left  at  the  inn  :  it  was  from 
Mr.  Thrale,  enclosing  one  to  Dr.  Johnson.  Find- 
ing who  I  was,  we  were  told  they  would  con- 
trive to  lodge  us  by  putting  us  fbr  a  night  into 
a  room  with  two  beds.  The  waiter  said  to  me 
in  the  broad  stronff  Aberdeenshire  dialect,  ^  I 
thought  I  knew  ymi,  by  your  likeness  to  yoor 
father.**  My  father  puts  up  at  the  New  Inn, 
when  on  his  circuit.  Little  was  said  to-night, 
r  was  to  sleep  in  a  little  press-bed  in  Dr.  John- 
son s  room.  I  had  it  wheeled  out  into  the 
dbiing-room,  and  there  I  lay  very  weR. 

Stmdtty^  Aug,  22.  —  I  sent  a  message  to  Kx>- 
fessor  Thomas  Gordon,  who  came  and  break- 
fasted with  us.  He  had  secured  seata  for  us 
at  the  English  chapel.  We  found  a  respect- 
able congregation,  and  an  admirable  origan 
well  played  by  Mr.  Tait. 

We  walked  down  to  the  shore.  Dr.  John- 
son laughed  to  hear  that  CromwdTs  aiddien 
taught  me  Aberdeen  people  to  radke  sbee^  and 
stocking  and  to  plant  cabbages.  He  asked, 
if  weavmg  the  plaids  was  ever  a  donwstie  art 
in  the  HighlandSi  like  spiiming*  or  knitting. 
They  could  not  inform  him  here.  But  ht 
conjectured  {irobably,  that  where  people  lived 
so  remote  from  eai^h  other,  it  wea  likdy  to  be 
a  domestic  art ;  as  we  see  it  was  amoiw  tiie 
ancients,  from  Penelope.  Iwaa  ae&aible  to- 
day, to  an  extraordina^  degree^  of  Dr.  Jofaa- 


•n«d.  a*  we  iiafv  Menand  itadl  laa,  Jirtia— *t 

—  CI 


Hvrnm  9an  nitieh  the  lama.  thapahM^ 
From  Macadoiila's  uirtiaan  nrtna  SwiOit 
The  whol*  stnmsv  pnrfiote  of  Ibclr  Ihwa  to 
Or  mak^.  an  racmr  of  all  inankiad  I 
N«il  nn«  l<iok«  baraward.  onward  MlU  he 
Tcft  B«*ar  look!  farward  anther  than  bli 

a»  Jfan,  It.  tlt^  — . W. 
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son's  excellent  English  pronanciation.  I  can- 
not account  for  its  striking  me  more  now  than 
jmy  other  day ;  but  it  was  as  if  new  to  me, 
and  1  listened  to  every  sentence  which  ha 
spoke,  as  to  a  mnsical  compositioB.  Profeaior 
Gordon  gave  him  an  account  of  the  plan  of 
education  in  his  college.  Dr.  Johnson-  said,  it 
Tras  aimiUr  to  that  at  Oxford.  Wuller,  the 
p;%t's  great-grandson,  was  studying  here. 
Dr.  Johnson  wondered  that  a  man  should  send 
hs  son  80  far  off,  when  there  were  so  many 
good  schoob  in  En^and.  He  said,  **At  a 
^'reat  school  there  is  all  the  splendour  and 
iijumination  of  many  minds ;  the  radiance  of 
all  is  concentrated  in  each,  or  at  least  reflected 
upon  each..  But  we  must  own  that  neither  a 
dull  boy,  nor  an  idle  boy,  will  do  so  well  at  a 
great  school  as  at  a  private  one.    For  at  a 

rat  school  there  are  always  boys  enough  to 
well  easily,  who  are  suificient  to  keep  up 
the  credit  of  the  school;  and  after  whipping 
being  tried  to  no  purpose,  the  dull  or  idle  boys 
are  Left  at  the  end  of  a  class,  having  the  up- 
pearance  of  going  through  the  course^  but 
Idaming  nothing  at  all.  Such  boys  may  do 
good  at  a  private  school,  where  constant  at- 
tention is  paid  to  them,  and  they  are  watched. 
So  that  the  question  of  public  or  private  edu- 
cation la  not  properly  a  sieneral  one;  but 
whether  one  or  tha  otlier  is  best  for  my  »ott2* 

We  were  told  the  present  Mr.  Waller  was  a 
plain  country  gentleman;  and  his  son  would 
ue  ndi  another.  I  observed,  a  family  coidd 
not  expect  a  poet  but  in  a, hundred  generations. 
"  Naj,  said  X>r.  Johnson,  *^  not  one  family  in 
a  hmidied  caa  expect  a  poet  in  a  hundred 
generations.**  He  then  repeated  £>rydeB*s 
celebrated  lines, 

"  Three  poets  ifa  three  distant  ages  born, 
Gmce,  Italy,  and  Engbmd  £d  adorn  : 
The  fint  in  kiftincei  of  thought  mirpaM^d ; 
TIm  next,  is  majesty;  in  both  th«  last 
Hia  fares  of  Nature  conkl  no  ftirthar  go; 
To  make  a  tbird,  she  join*d  the  formtr  two  :*' 


and  a  nart  of  a  La^  translation  of  it  done  at 
Oxford  > :  he  did  not  then  say  by  whoBOu 

He  received  &  card  from  Sir  Alexander 
Gordon,  who  hnd  been,  his  acquaintance  twenty 
jean  ago  in  London,  and  who,  ^^  if  forgiven 
&r  not  answerixig  a  line  firom  him,**  would 
conie  in  the  af temoon.  Dr.  Johnaon  rejoiced 
to  bear  of  him,  and  begged  he  would  come  and 
dine  with  ua.  I  was  much  pleased  to  see  the 
kindness  with  which  Dr.  Johnson  received  his 
c^d  friend  Sir  Alexander ;  a  «;entleman  of  good 
£nnilj  ^Liamore),  bnt  who  had  not  the  estjite. 
Tbe  Kin^*8  College  here  nude  him  Profisssor 
of  Medicine,  whidi  affords  him  &  decent  sub- 
iBtence.    He  tokl  ns  that  the  value  of  the 


*  Londfin,  9d  of  Hkf,  177S.  Dr.  Jobmon  acknowled^ 
»«  h«  VM  hifltiMir  tlt«  •uthcir  of  tb«  trmuUtioo  atttve 
waied  Id,  ud  dlcUCod  K  CO  me  w  follows :  ~ 

Offain*  RomiwNM  ct  Anglus 
Mda  dsdsre  Mito. 


stockings  exported  from.  Aberdeen  was,  in 
peace,  a  hundred  thousand  pounds ;  and 
amounted  in  time  of  war,  to  one  hundred  and 
seventy  thousand  pounds.  Dr.  Johnson  asked 
what  made  the  diiTerence  ?  Here  we  had  a 
proof  of  the  comparative  sagacity  of  the  two 
professors.  Sir  Alexander  answered,  '^  Be- 
cause there  is  more  occasion  for  them  in  war." 
Professor  Thoinaa  Gordon  answered,  ^^  Because 
the  Germans,  who  are  our  great  rivals  in  the 
manufacture  of  stockings,  are  otherwise  em- 
ployed in  time  of  war.**  Johnsok.  *^  Sir,  you 
nave  given  a  very  good  solution.** 

At  dinner.  Dr.  Johnson  ate  several  platefuls 
of  Scotch  broth,  with  barley  and  ueas  in  it, 
and  seemed  very  fond  of  the  disii.  I  said, 
^*  You  never  ate  it  before.**  Jouvsow.  ^^iJTo, 
Sir ;  but  I  don*t  care  how  soon  I  eat  it  again.** 
My  cousin.  Miss  Dallas,  formerly  of  InvemeaSi 
was  married  to  Mr.  Biddoch,  one  of  the  minis- 
ters of  the  English  chapel,  here.  He  was  ill, 
and  confined  to  hia  room ;  but  she  sent  us  a 
kind  invitation  to  tea,  which  we  all  accepted. 
She  was  the  same  lively,  sensible,  cheerful 
woman,  as  ever.  Dr.  Johnson  here  threw  out 
some  jokes  against  Scotiaad.  He  said,  *^  You 
go  first  to  Aberdeen;  then  to  Embru  Tthe 
Scottish  pronunciation  of  Edinbui^h);  then 
to  Newcastle,,  to  be  polished  by  the  colliers ; 
then  to  York.;  then  to  London.  And  he  laid 
hold  of  a  little  girl,  Stuart  Dallas,  niece  to 
Mrs.  Riddoeh,  and,  representing  himself  as  a 
|;iant,  said,  he  would  take  her  with  him  I  tell- 
ing her,  in  a  hollow  voice,  that  he  lived  in  a 
cave,  and  had  a  bed  in  the  rode,  and  she  ^ould 
have  a.  little  bed  cut  opposite  to  it ! 

He  thus  treated  the  point,  as  to  prescrip- 
tion' of  murder  in  Scotland.  ^^A  jury  in 
England  wonld  make  allowance  for  deficiencies 
of  evidence)  on  account  of  lapse  of  time :  but 
a  general  rule  that  a  orime  should  not  be 
punished,  or  tried  fi)r  the  purpoee  of  punish- 
ment, afUr  twen^  years^  ia  bad.  It  ia  oant  to 
talk  of  the  kingfs.  advocate  delaying  ft  pvose- 
eulion  from  malice.  How  unlikely  is  it  the 
king*B  advocate  ahoidd  have  malice  against 
persons  who  commit  murder,  or  should  even 
know  them  9b  alL  If  the  son  ef  the  murdered 
man  should  kill  the  murderec  who,  cot.  off 
merely  by  prescription,  I  would  help  him  to 
make  his  esoape ;  ithou^  were  I  upon  his  jury, 
I  would  Bpt  acquit  him*  I  would  not  advise 
htm  to  commit  such  an  act.  On  the-  contrary, 
I  would  bid  him  submit  to  the  determination 
of  society,  because  a  man  is  bound  to  submit 
to  the  inconveniences  of  it,  as  he  enjoys  the 
good:  but  the  youBff  man,  though  politicelly 
wronpr,  would  not  Be  morally  wnrng,  m 
w(»uld  have  to  say, '  Here  I  am.  amonffst  bsr- 
barians,  who  not  only  ref^ise  to  dn  justice,  but 


SubHm^  {ocmlnm  <}ralu»;  Rnwuunu  huMMt 

<  'arm^o  rmimI*  9onMM  v  Anghia  utriunqiie  tnlit. 
Nil  mi^iiu  Nnturft  cnpii :  ctmte  priorm 


•  8m  Mile,  p.  170.  .-.C. 


U  2 


292 


BOSWELUS  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


1773. 


encourage  the  greatest  of  all  crimes.  I  am 
therefore  in  a  state  of  nature ;  for,  so  far  as 
there  is  no  law,  it  is  a  state  of  nature ;  and 
consequently,  upon  the  eternal  and  immutable 
law  ot  justice,  which  requires  that  he  who 
sheds  man*s  blood  should  nave  his  blood  shed, 
I  will  stab  the  murderer  of  my  father." 

We  went  to  our  inn,  and  sat  auietly.  Dr. 
Johnson  borrowed,  at  Mr.  Riddocns,  a  volume 
of  Massillon*s  Discourses  on  the  Psalms ;  but 
I  found  he  read  little  in  it.  Ogden  too  he 
sometimes  took  up,  and  glanced  at ;  but  threw 
it  down  a^in.  I  then  entered  upon  religious 
conversation.  Never  did  I  see  him  in  a  better 
frame :  calm,  gentle,  wise,  holy.  I  said, 
^  Would  not  the  same  objection  hold  against 
the  Trinity  as  against  transubstantiadon  ?  "  — 
^  Yea,**  said  he,  ""  if  you  take  three  and  one  in 
the  Mune  sense.  If  you  do  so,  to  be  sure  you 
cannot  believe  it ;  but  the  three  persons  in  the 
Godhead  are  three  in  one  sense,  and  one  in 
another.  We  cannot  tell  how,  and  that  is  the 
mystery ! " 

I  spoke  of  the  satisfaction  of  Christ.  He 
said  hb  notion  was,  that  it  did  not  atone  for 
the  sins  of  Uie  world ;  but,  by  satisfying  divine 
justice,  by  showing  that  no  less  than  the  Son 
of  God  suffered  for  sin,  it  showed  to  men  and 
innumerable  created  beings  the  heinousness  of 
it,  and  therefore  render^  it  unnecessary  for 
divine  vengeance  to  be  exercised  against 
sinners,  as  it  otherwise  must  have  been ;  that 
in  this  way  it  might  operate  even  in  favour  of 
those  who  had  never  neard  of  it ;  as  to  those 
who  did  hear  of  it,  the  effect  it  should  produce 
would  be  repentance  and  piety,  by  impressing 
upon  the  mind  a  just  notion  of  sin ;  that  ori- 

Smal  sin  was  the  propensity  to  evil,  which  no 
oubt  was  occasioned  by  the  fall.  He  pre- 
sented this  solemn  subject  in  a  new  light  to 
me  \  aad  rendered  much  more  rational  and 
clear  the  doctrine  of  what  our  Saviour  has 
done  for  us ;  as  it  removed  the  notion  of  im- 
puted righteousness  in  co-operating ;  whereas, 
by  this  view,  Christ  has  done  all  already  that 
he  had  to  do,  or  is  ever  to  do,  for  mankind,  by 
making  his  great  satisfaction ;  the  consequences 
of  which  will  affect  each  individual  accordme 
to  the  particular  conduct  of  each.  I  would 
illustrate  this  by  saying,  that  Christ's  satisfac- 
tion resembles  a  son  placed  to  show  light  to 
men,  so  that  it  depends  upon  themselves 
whether  they  will  walk  the  right  wav  or  not, 
which  they  could  not  have  done  without  that 


I  Uj  vofftbv.  iBtelllffflDt,  and  candid  IHaad,  Dr.  Ki|ypit. 
faifBnnt  mm,  tnai  Mreral  dirlDM  havo  thus  aipUlncd  tbe 
BM(U«tion  oi  our  Saviour.  What  Dr.  JohntoD  now  delivered 
wai  but  a  Umponrj  opinion  t  for  Im  t^ftenemrdM  was  Tulij 
convinced  oftba  promt latorr  HcriSoe.  ai  1  ihall  ihow  at  large 
la  mj  ftitura  work,  **The  Llfo  of  Samuel  Johnfon,  LLD.*' 
..  Boawux.  Dr.  Klppla  was  a  dlMcnlar.  Dr.  Johiuon'a 
Fraprri  mmd  MtdUaiiamt  abundantly  prove  that  be  was,  u 
far  back  at  wa  have  anj  n«ord  of  hit  rellfious  fc«lin||«,  Aillv 
convinced  of  the  ^ropt'tistorf  §mart/lce.  In  the  prayer  on  his 
Mithdaj,  in  17M  (tranicribed  by  him  in  I7G8).  he  cxprcMly 
•tatas  hit  hoM  of  lalvatlon  **tbrouffh  the  Mti^aciitm  of 
Jetui  ChriM.*  ..laaUa  ftafl  opinion,  m*  JuneS.  1791,— 
Csoftia. 


sun,  **the  not  of  righteouneu!*  There  is, 
however,  more  in  it  than  merely  giving  li'rfat 
—  "a  light  to  lighten  the  Gentiles ;  for  we  are 
told,  there  is,  **  healing  under  his  wingtr  Dr.  i 
Johnson  said  to  me,  ^  Kichard  Baxter  com-  i 
mends  a  treatise  by  Grotius, '  De  Satisfactione  • 
ChrisH*  I  have  never  read  it ;  but  I  intend  ; 
to  read  it ;  and  you  may  read  it**  1  remarkivl, 
upon  the  principle  now  laid  down,  we  mip'ut  | 
explain  the  difficult  and  seemingly  hard  teit,  j 
^  They  that  believe  shall  be  sav<n ;  and  ther 
that  believe  not  shall  be  damned.**  They  that  , 
believe  shall  have  such  an  impression  m.a!e  , 
upon  Uieir  minds,  as  will  make  them  act  so  thi^t  , 
they  may  be  accepted  by  God. 

We  talked  of  one  of  our  friends*  taking  ill, 
for  a  length  of  time,  a  hasty  expression  o(  | 
Dr.  Johnson's  to  him,  on  his  attempting  lo  ^ 
prosecute  a  subject  that  had  a  reference  to  • 
religion,  beyond  the  bounds  within  which  tbe  { 
Doctor  thought  such  topics  should  be  confined  > 
in  a  mixed  company,    johmsok.  ^  What  is  to  | 
become  of  society,  if  a  friendship  of  twen't 
years  is  to  be  broken  off  for  aucn  a  cause  :** 
As  Bacon  says,  -^ 

«'  Who  then  to  frail  mortality  ahall  trust. 
But  Umnt  tbe  water,  or  but  writes  in  dust" 

I  said,  he  should  write  exprenly  in  sup{v>rt 
of  Christianity ;  for  that,  although  a  rerereoit* 
for  it  shines  through  his  wonu  in  sctotaI 
places,  that  is  not  enough.  **  You  know  "  9a.  1 
I,  ^  what  Grotius  has  done,  and  what  AddiM  o 
has  done,  you  should  do  alao.**  He  replit-ti*  \ 
'« I  hope  I  shall.** 

Monday,  Aug.  23.—  Principal  Camnbell,  S  r 
Alexander    Gordon,  Pkt>feasor    Goraon,  snl  '• 
Professor  Ross,  visited  us  in  the  mominjr,  a«  <i') 
Dr.  Gerard^  who  had  come  six  miles  from  tie  ■ 
country  on  purpose.    We  went  and  taw  tb«  • 
Mariscnal  College  \  and  at  one  o*dock  we  wsiti'^i 
on  the  magistrates  in  the  town-hftU,  as  they  k..  i 
invited  us,  in  order  to  present  Dr.  Johnson  « i-^ 
the  freedom  of  the  town,  which  Provost  J<';p 
did  with  a  very  good  grace.     Dr.  Johnson  nsi 
much  pleased  with  this  mark  of  attention,  &.'  d 
received  it  very  politely.    There  was  a  f^yj 
numerous  company  assembled.   It  was  strikiivz 
to  hear  all  of  them  drinking^  **  Dr.  John^ou ' 
Dr.  Johnson !  **  in  the  town-hall  of  Aberdet ». 
and  then  to  see  him  with  hb  burgeaa-ticket,  ^  r 
diploma  ^  in  his  hat,  whidi  he  wore  as  1** 
walked  along  the  street,  according  to  the  u^*  J 
custom.    It  gave  me  great  aatisfaction  to 


VK- 


«  No  douht  Mr.  Lanftoo.    BnC  ai«  mbk^.  p.  «&,  as  te  i^' 
real  eauM  of  thlt  temporary  coolneta.  —  Cnokan. 

*  Dr.  Alexander  Gerard,  author  of  an  **  Kmmj  on  G«nt<i«  " 
tte. ;  horn  in  Aberdeenshire,  I7SS,  died  ITSft.  ^  Carat* 

4  Dr.  Baattle  »ai  so  kiodly  antftaiwd  ha  F-^jt***^  CJi 
ha  had  not  jret  returned  home.  —  Boswcsx. 

*  Dr.  John»on*i  bur(te«-ckkel  was  te  tiMao  writ  -  — 

**  Aberdonlir,  vijcettmo  tertlo  die  aMnala    Auf  uiU.  ir    * 
Domini  inillp»ilmo  vepitsgeotetlBM  ai|itu^iiliaii  f  *       * 
pretentia    honnr«biHum    TlroruoB,    iarolii  Jopp.  ."^  <* 
prmM»titi.  Ad.imi  Duff.  Gultrtml  Toan^,  Ge>nr|tii   M*"    ^ 
Gulielmi  F«>rbp».  Balitorun.  Gulietaal  Kaiale  Dmuii  * 
acJoannU  NlC(jUTbe«aur«radicSlbursL-..QttQ dieter  r  " 
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ser^e  the  re^i^ard,  and,  indeed,  fondness  too, 
which  every  body  here  had  for  my  father. 

While  Sir  Alexander  Gordon  conducted  Dr. 
Johnson  to  Old  Aberdeen,  Professor  Gordon 
and  I  called  on  Mr.  Riddoch,  whom  I  found 
to  be  a  grave  worthy  clergyman.  He  obeerved 
that,  whatever  might  be  said  of  Dr.  Johnson 
while  he  was  alive,  he  would,  after  he  was  dead, 
be  looked  upon  by  the  world  with  regard  and 
astonishment,  on  account  of  his  Dictionary. 

Professor  Gordon  and  I  walked  over  to  the 
old  college,  which  Dr.  Johnson  had  seen  by 
this  tune.  I  stepped  into  the  chapel,  and  looked 
at  the  tomb  of  the  founder.  Archbishop  £1- 
phinston,  of  whom  I  shall  have  occasion  to 
write  in  my  History  of  James  IV.  of  Scotland, 
the  patron  of  my  family.^ 

We  dined  at  Sir  Alexander  Gordon*s.  The 
provost,  Professor  Ross,  Professor  Dunbar, 
Professor  Thomas  Gordon,  were  there.  After 
dinner  came  in  Dr.  Gerard,  Professor  Leslie, 
Professor  Macleod.  We  had  little  or  no  con- 
versation in  the  morning ;  now  we  were  but 
barren.  The  professors  seemed  afraid  to  speak. 
Dr.  Gerard  told  us  that  an  eminent  printer' 
was  very  intimate  with  Warburton.  J omrsoir. 
""  Why,  Sir,  he  has  printed  some  of  his  works, 
and  perhaps  bought  the  property  of  some  of 
them.  The  intimacy  is  Rudb.  as  one  of  the  pro- 
fessors here  may  have  with  one  of  the  carpenters 
who  is  repairing  the  collie."  —  "  But,"  said 
Gerard,  ^I  saw  &  letter  from  him  to  this  printer, 
in  which  he  says,  that  the  one  half  of  the  clergy 
of  the  Church  of  Scotland  are  fanatics,  and 
the  other  half  infidels.**  Johnson.  **  Warbur- 
ton has  accustomed  himself  to  write  letters  just 


ranu  cc  doetrina  clama,  Sama«I  Johnson,  LL.D.  receptas  eC 
MhnuMia  fuit  in  municipet  et  ft-atrei  gulldn  prcfatl  burgf  de 
Aberdeen :  to  deditittimi  amoria  et  afrectua  ac  exlmlae  obeer- 
vtttic  tcaacram,  quilnu  dicti  magiatratua  earn  amplectuntur. 
Bxtraceun  per  me.  Ales.  Carnegie.**—  Boawux. 

'  This,  luce  many  similar  intimations  scattered  throng 
these  Tolnmes,  does  not  appear  to  hare  been  carried  into 
efl^t  Nor  is  Blphlnaton'a  desiipiRtion  as  arcA-bUhop  cor- 
net.   Aberdeen  never  was  an  archiepiaeopal  see. — Cboksb. 

>  Mr.  Straban.  8e«  Forhes's  L(fe  <tf  Beatiie,  vol.  ii.  p.  170. 
— Ckwhl 

*  Had—tor  tnmld  have.  This  turn  is  seldom  used  in 
|i^«e — Cucca. 

*  Atl  (his.  as  Dr.  Johnson  suspected  at  the  time,  was  the 
imntdiate  Inventioo  of  his  own  llrely  imacinatlon ;  for  there 
u  Dot  on«  word  of  it  in  Mr.  Locke's  complimentary  perform- 
occ  Mr  readers  will,  I  hare  no  doubt,  lilie  to  be  satisfied, 
by  comfMuIng  them  ;  and,  at  any  rate,  it  maT  entertain  them 
to  read  verses  eompoeed  by  our  great  metaphysician,  when  a 
badkelor  in  physic. 

ACCrOBI,  m  TBACTATUM  BJVS  DE  FBBaiBUI. 

Febrites  caCus,  Tfetamque  ardoribos  orbem 

Flevlt,  non  tantis  par  medtcina  malis. 
Qoora  post  milie  artes,  medicae  tentomina  cur», 

Ardet  adhuc  febris ;  nee  velit  arte  regi. 
Fraeda  sumus  flammis ;  solum  hoc  speramus  ablgne, 

Ut  restet  pancus,  quem  capit  uma,  ciiiis. 
Dom  qucrit  medicus  febris  eausamquc.  modumqne, 

Flammarum  et  teoebras,  et  sine  luce  faces ; 
Quai  tractai  patitur  ilammas,  et  febre  calescens. 

Corralt  ipse  suis  victima  rapta  focis. 
Qui  tardos  potuit  morbos,  artusque  trementes, 

Sistere,  febrili  se  vidpt  igne  rapl. 
Sic  faber  exesos  fulsit  tibiciue  muros ; 

Dum  trahit  antiquas  lenu  rulna  domos. 
Sail  si  llamma  vorax  mtseras  incenderit  sdet, 

Unica  flagrantea  tunc  sepellre  salus. 
Fit  fuga,  tectonicas  nemo  tunc  invocat  artes ; 

Com  perlt  artiftcia  non  minus  usta  domus. 


as  he  speaks,  without  thinking  any  more  of 
what  he  throws  out.  When  I  read  Warburton 
first,  and  observed  his  force,  and  his  contempt 
of  mankind,  I  thought  he  had  driven  '  the  world 
before  him ;  but  I  soon  found  that  was  not  the 
case ;  for  Warburton,  hy  extending  his  abuse, 
rendered  it  inefiectual.** 

He  told  me,  when  we  were  by  ourselves, 
that  he  thought  it  very  wrong  in  the  printer  to 
show  Warburton*s  letter,  as  it  was  raising  a 
body  of  enemies  against  him*  He  thought  it 
foolish  in  Warburton  to  write  so  to  the  printer; 
and  added,  *'  Sir,  the  worst  way  of  being  in- 
timate is  by  scribbling.*'  He  called  Warbuton's 
*^  Doctrine  of  Grace  *  a  poor  performance,  and 
so,  he  said,  was  Wesley's  Answer.  "  Warbur- 
ton," he  observed,  ^^  had  laid  himself  very  open. 
In  particular,  he  was  weak  enough  to  say,  that, 
in  some  disorders  of  the  imagination,  people 
had  spoken  with  tongues,  had  spoken  languages 
which  they  never  heard  before;  a  thing  as 
absurd  as  to  say,  that  in  some  disorders  ot  the 
imagination,  people  had  been  known  to  fiy." 

I  talked  of  the  difference  of  genius,  to  try  if 
I  could  engage  Gerard  in  a  disquisition  with 
Dr.  Johnson ;  but  I  did  not  succeed.  I  men- 
tioned, 83  a  curious  fact,  that  Locke  had  written 
verses.  Johnson.  "  I  know  of  none.  Sir,  but 
a  kind  of  exercise  prefixed  to  Dr.  Sydenham's 
Works,  in  which  he  has  some  conceits  about 
the  dropsy,  in  which  water  and  burning  are 
united ;  and  how  Dr.  Sydenham  removed  fire 
by  drawing  off  water,  contrary  to  the  usual 
practice,  which  is  to  extinguish  fire  by  bringing 
water  iipon  it.  I  am  not  sure  that  there  is  a 
word  of  all  this ;  but  it  is  such  kind  of  talk."  ^ 


t 


Se  tandem  Sydenham  febriaque  scholaeque  furori 

Opponens,  morbi  quserit,  et  artis  opem. 
Kon  temere  incusat  tectc  putredinls  ignes  \ 

Nee  fictus.  febres  qui  fovit,  humor  erit. 
Non  bilem  ille  movet,  nulla  hlc  pituita  \  Salutit 

Quse  spes,  si  fallax  ardeat  intus  aqua  ? 
Kee  doctas  magno  rizas  ostentat  biatu, 

Quls  ipsis  major  febVibus  ardor  iiiest. 
Innocuas  placide  corpus  jubet  urere  flammas, 

Et  justo  rapidos  temperat  igne  focos. 
Quid  febrim  extinguat,  varius  quid  postulat  usua, 

Solari  Higrotos,  qua  potes  arte,  docet. 
Hactenus  ipsa  suum  timult  natura  calorem, 

Dnm  scpe  incerto,  quo  calet,  igne  perit : 
Dum  reparat  tacitos  male  provida  sanguinis  ignes, 

Praelusit  busto,  fit  calor  ute  roeus. 
Jam  secure  suas  foveant  praKordia  flammas, 

Quem  natura  negat,  dat  medicine  modum. 
Nee  solum  facilea  compesclt  sanguinis  aestus, 

Dum  dubla  est  inter  apemque  metumque  salHf ; 
Bed  (atale  malum  domuit,  quodque  astra  mallgnum 

Credimus  Iratam  vel  genuisse  Stygem. 
Bvtorsit  Lachesl  cultros,  petiaque  veneniim 

Abstulit,  et  tantos  non  sinit  esse  metua. 
Quis  tandem  arte  nova  domitam  mitescere  pestem 

Credat,  et  antiques  ponere  posse  mines  ? 
Post  tot  milie  neces,  cumulataque  funera  busto, 

Victa  Jacet,  parvo  vulnere,  dira  lues. 
JEtheric  quanquam  spargunt  contagia  flamma, 

Quicquld  inest  Istis  ignlbus,  ignis  erit. 
Delapsae  ccelo  flammae  licet  acrlua  urant, 

Haa  gellda  extingui  non  nlai  morte  putaa  ? 
Tu  meliora  paraa  victrix  medicina;  tuusque 

Peatia  que  auperat  cuncta,  triumphua  eria. 
Vive  liber,  victia  febrilibos  Ignibus ;  unus 

Te  simul  et  mundum  qui  manet,  ignis  erit.'* 

J.  Lock,  A.  M.Ex,  JEde  Christ.  Omu.  —  Boswbll. 

Mr.  Boawell  says,  that  Dr.  Johnson's  observation  was 
**  the  Immediate  invention  of  hla  own  lively  imagination  ;  *' 
and  that  there  was  **  isol  one  word  of  it  In  Mr.  I^ke*s  per- 
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We  spoke  of  Fingol.  Dr.  Johnson  said 
calmly,  '*  If  the  poems  were  reallj  translated, 
they  were  certainly  first  written  down.  Let 
Mr.  Macpherson  deposit  the  nmnufcript  in  one 
of  the  colleges  at  Aberdeen,  where  there  are 
people  who  can  judge ;  and,  if  the  professors 
certify  the  authenticity,  then  there  will  be  an 
end  of  the  controversy.  If  he  does  not  take 
this  obvious  and  easy  method,  he  gives  the  best 
reason  to  doubt ;  considering,  too,  how  much 
is  opiinst  it  d  priori.'* 

We  sauntered  after  dinner  in  Sir  Alexander's 
garden,  and  saw  his  little  grotto,  which  is  hung 
with  pieces  of  poetry  written  in  a  fair  han<L 
It  was  a^eeabie  to  observe  the  contentment 
and  kindness  of  this  quiet,  benevolent  man. 
Professor  Macleod  was  orother  to  Macleod  of 
Taliskcr,  and  brother-in-law  to  the  Laird  of 
Col.  He  gave  me  a  letter  to  young  CoL  I 
was  weary  of  this  day,  and  began  to  think 
wishfully  of  being  asain  in  motion.  I  was  un- 
easy to  think  myself  too  fastidious,  whilst  I 
fancied  Dr.  Johnson  quite  satisfied.  But  he 
owned  to  me,  that  he  was  fatigued  and  teased 
by  Sir  Alexander's  doing  too  much  to  entertain 
hmi.  I  said,  it  was  all  kindness.  JoHNsoif . 
^  True,  Sir ;  but  sensation  is  sensation.**  Bos- 
WBix.  **  It  is  so :  we  feel  pain  equally  from 
the  surgeon*s  probe,  as  iVom  the  sword  of  the 
foe." 

We  visited  two  booksellers*  shops,  and  could 
not  find  Arthur  Johnston*s  Poems.'  We  went 
and  sat  near  an  hour  at  Mr.  RiddocVs.  He 
could  not  tell  distinctly  how  much  education 
at  the  college  here  costs,  which  disgusted  Dr. 
Johnson.  I  had  pledged  myself,  that  we  sliould 
go  to  the  inn,  and  not  stay  supper.  They 
pressed  us,  bat  he  was  resolute.  I  saw  Mr. 
Kiddoch  did  not  please  him.  He  said  to  me, 
afterwards,  "  Sir,  he  has  no  vigour  in  his  talk.** 
But  my  friend  should  hare  considered,  that  he 
himself  was  not  in  good  humour :  so  that  it  was 
not  easy  to  talk  to  his  satisfaction.  We  sat 
contentedly  at  our  inn.  He  then  became  merry, 
and  observed  how  little  we  had  either  heard  or 
said  at  Aberdeen ;  that  the  Aberdonians  had 
not  started  a  single  mawkin  (the  Scottish  word 
for  hare)  for  us  to  pursue. 


•Minance ;  **  bat  did  Mr.  B<MW«n  rwid  Cb«  ^mt*  ?  —  or  what 
did  h«  ttnd«mafMl  bf  **  Kac  ftcttaa,  /tdm  qui  fowH,  kumor 
•rit  ?  "  ■nd  "  Si  MUi  mr4eml  Intm  «Ma  f  "  Survly  thete 
w  tiM  cmtteita^  thoufh  not  th«  piwite  •xprrttioo*.  which 
Johntna  omturfd,  and  tb«  whole  it  mad*  up  of  Um  Mtna 
•*  Mad  of  talk."  »  CaoKsm. 

1  Jehntton  is  one  of  ihe  moa  aniiMiot  man  that  Abardfon 
baa  Broduetd.  Ha  wm  a  oativa  of  iha  oountjr  (bora  about 
1M7),  and  tcctor  of  tba  imlvartity.    Hit  woria  were  origi- 
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Acyw   I 


or 


fObli.^**  The  Grti 

Graham,  ^-  SMma  Cbjffe.  —  JLii^ 
Bdmeatkm  tf  ChiUrmw^  BmKtr  mf 
Snimib,  -»  ffcmM  ^  A<»«. «—  Sir 
mU«.  —  Bml  4f  BrpaL  ^  FamtU 
Striehm.  —  L»Jk  QfCammtiy  Cmtbmm.  —  CmMm. 
^Lord  Mombodtia, -^  lk9 
Wtalik.'-  Elgin. -^Scmmj^MmchUk.^  FartL 
^  Lnmkkti.  ^  Baui  WkiUkamd,  —  Derrick.  _ 
Origin  of  EviL  —  Nairn,  —  CaUar  Castle,  — 
Cmlder  ManMt,  —  JCnracf A  dPJiJa^.  —  EccUiS*^*- 
tioal  Stdueriptiom,  —  JFami^  Wcrtkip, 

Tuesday,  August  24. — Wm  set  out  about  dirht 
in  the  morning,  and  breakfasted  at  Ellon.   The 
landlady  said  to  me,  ^*Is  not  this  the  grtat 
doctor  that  is  going  about  through  the  coun- 
try ?**    I  said,  "Yes.-     "Ay,*  said  she.  -we 
heard  of  him ;  I  made  an  errand  into  the  mom 
on  purpose  to  see  him.    Thei«*8  tomethm^ 
sreat  in  his  appearance:  it  is  a  plemsure  to 
nave  such  a  man  in  one*s  house ;  a  man  w  h--» 
does  so  much  good.    If  I  had  thought  of  it,  I 
would  have  shown  him  a  child  of  mine^  wto 
hoA  had  a  lump  on  his  throat  for  some  tim^.** 
"  But,**  said  I,  **  he  is  not  a  doctor  of  phr^V.- 
"  Is  he  an  oculist  ?**  said  the  hndloid,    ^^'Xc" 
said  I;  "he  is  only  a  very  learned  man." 
Landlord.  "  They  say  he  is  the  grenlest  man 
in  England,  except   Lord  Mansfield.**     I>r. 
Johnson  was    hignly  entertained  with    th:«, 
and  I  do  think  he  was  pleased  too.    He  saJX 
"  I  like  the  exception.    To  have  called  me  th.- 
greatest  man  in  England,  would  have  been  ma 
unmeaning  compliment;    but  the   except t'^ 
maiked  that  the  praise  was  in  wimn,  and. 
in   Scotland,  the    exception   most  be  Lv-r.i 
Mansfield,  or— Sir  John  Ptincle.'* 

He  told  me  a  good  story  m  Dr.  Goldnoirh. 
Graham,  who  wrote  "  Telemaobus,  n  Masq  vi « ' 
was  sitting  one  night  with  him  and  Dr.  jlhr.- 
son,  and  was  half  drunk.  He  rattled  away  t. 
Dr.  Johnson.  "You  are  a  clever  Mlom\  *.  - 
be  sure ;  but  you  cannot  write  an  evay  lis.  • 
Addison,  or  verses  like  the  Rape  of  the  I^n^k  * 
At  last  he  said,  "  Doctor,  I  should  be  ha{»pT  t 
see  you  at  Eton.***  "  I  shall  be  glad  to  wk  • 
on  Tou,**  answered  Goldsmith.  ^No*"*  »■  : 
Graham,  "  *t  is  not  you  I  mean.  Dr.  Jfta^**- , 
*t  is  Dr.  Meaar,  there.**  Goldsouth  was  t^ 
sively  hurt  by  this.  He  afterwards  spoke 
himself.  "  Graham,**  said  he,  *"  -  -  ^"-- 
make  one  commit  suicide.** ' 


nallr  printad  at  Abtrdaon  (  nrf  tbair 
in  tn«t  Mat  of  laarnlnf,  to  wbkb  bo 
it  tCrangr.    But  such  IblnM  WMMttM 
lem,  the  cradla  of  tbo art  oiprtetta^ I 
book  for  tha  town.  ~  Caoan. 
*  GrahatB  was  oae  of  tlie  maitrrt  at 
'  I  am  tura  1  hava  ralatod  tblt  Mory 
•on  told  it  to  ma  i  but  a  fHand  who  bM 
it,  infonna  ne,  that  ha  uauallj 


t»Xc>»  -.- 


ft 


is  a  fellow 
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We  bad  reeeiTed  a  polhe  invitation  to  Slains 
I  Ctitie.'  We  arrtv«d  mere  just  at  three  oV'loek, 
as  tie  beU  for  dinner  was  rmfftng.  Though, 
from  its  Mug  just  on  the  north-eoat  ocean,  no 
trees  will  grow  here.  Lord  Enrol  has  done  all 
tkat  can.  be  done.  He  has  onhiratcd  his  fields 
soas  to  bear  rieh  crops  of  every  kind,  and  he 
has  made  an  eaceUeot  kitckan^gaarden,  with  a 
iMt-hoase.  I  kadaerer  seen  any  of  the  family ; 
bat  there  had  been  a  oaord  of  inritation  written 
by  the  konoorable  Charies  Boyd,  the  EarFs 
brother.  We  were  oonducted  into  the  house, 
aod  at  die  diniiig-roaBi  door  were  met  by  that 
MDtleinan,  whom  both  of  us  atfirst  took  to  be 
Lord  Krrol ;  bnt  <he  eoon  ooneeted  our  mis* 
take.  My  lord  was  gone  to  dine  m  the  neigh- 
bom^bood,  at  an  entertaaniBcnt  ffiven  by  Mr. 
InriDe  of  Drum.  Lady  Errel'^Moeived  us 
politely,  and  wai  very  attentive  to  us  during 
the  tune  of  dinner.  There  was  nobody  at  table 
bnt  her  ladyship,  Irbr.  Boyd,  and  some  'Of  the 
diildren,  their  goveroor  and  governess.  Mr. 
Boyd  put  Dr.  Johnson  in  mind  of  having 
dined  with  him  at  Gamauag  *,  the  Quaker's, 
along  with  a  Mr.  Ilall  and  Miss  WiUiams : 
this  was  a  bond  of  oonnection  between  them. 
For  ae,  !Iir.  Eoyd's  acgnamtance  with  my 
htha  was  encMiflh.  Afber  dinner.  Lady  Errol 
ikroored  UB  with  a  aight  of  her  young  family, 
wham  she  made  stand  up  in  a  row :  tkere-were 
six  daun^ters  and  two  sons.  It  was  a  very 
{lieaa]^  aigkt. 

Dr.  Johnson  proposed  oar  setting  out.  Mr. 
Boyd  said,  he  hoped  we  would  stay  all  nij|kt; 
his  brother  would  be  at  home  in  ihc  evemug, 
and  wonld  be  very  sorry  if  he  missed  ns. 
Mr.  Boyd  was  called  out  of  the  room.  I  was 
tery  dflisirons  to  stay  in  so  comfortable  akouse, 
tnd  I  wished  to  see  Lord  Enrol.  Dr.  Johnson, 
howeter,  was  right  in  resolving  to  go,  if  we 
were  not  asked  apun,  as  it  is  b^to  err  on  the 
safe  side  in  such  cases,  and  to  be  sure  that  one 
a  qoikt  welcome.  To  my  great  ioy,  when 
Mr.  Boy^  ^turned,  he  told  !&r.  Johnson  that 
it  was  Liid<£rrol  who  had  called  him  oat,  and 
aud  that  ae  would  never  iet  Dr^  Johnson  into 
the  house  again,  if  he  went  away  that  night ; 
and  that  she  had  ordered  the  cooob,  to  carry 
us  to  view  a  great  curiosity  on  'the  coast,  after 
which  we  skoold  see  the  house.  We  cheerfully 


Mr..BQ|yd  was  engaged,  in  1745-^,  on  the 
Mne  side  with  many  unfortunate  mistaken 
BoUemen  and  gent^men.  He  eooaped,  and 
lay  ooaoealed  for  a  year  in  te  island  of  Amm, 
we  ancient  tenitoryof  the  Boyds.  He  then 
went  to  Ftance,  and  waa  about  twenty  years 
0a  the  *—*"■*"»     He  married  a  French  lady. 


videh  ought  not  to  b«  omitted.  **  At  last.  Sir,  Graham, 
wviaf  nam  foi  to  dbout  tlie  niufa  of  looktag  nt  dim  man,  mid 
JiUbv  la  aoolbar,  laid.  Dpclor,  Ac."  -I*^hat  effect.**  Or. 


,__        to  add.  *•  this  bad  on  Goldsnlth,  who  was  as 

InKibU  as  a  hornet,  mar  lie  easily  ooncfllTcd.  'U-  Boswau.. 
^  *  **  When  I  wai  at  the  «Qgli«h  church  tai  Aberdeen,  I 
*  to  be  aspled  bj  Lady  Di.  Mlddleton.  whom  1 
aaea .ia  LoDdan.*  aha44iii  libatahabad  aM 


and  now  lived  very  comfortably  at  Aberdeen, 
and  was  much  at  Slains  GflBtle.  He  enter- 
tained us  with  great  civility.  He  had  a  pomp- 
ousness  or  formal  plenitude  in  his  conversation, 
which  I  did  not  dislike.  Dr.  Johnson  said, 
*^  there  was 'too  much  elaboration  in  bis  talk.** 
It  gave  me  pleasure  to  see  him,  a  steady  branch 
of  the  famuy,  setting  forth  aU  its  advantages 
with  much  zeal.  He  told  us  that  Lady  Ernil 
WQB  one  of  the  most  pious  and  sensible  women 
in  the  island ;  had  a  good  head,  and  as  good  a 
heart.  He  said,  she  did  not  use  force  or  fear 
in  educating  her  children.  JoHvsoir.  *^hir, 
she  is  wrong ;  I  would  rather  have  the  rod  to 
be  the  general  terror  to  all,  to  make  them 
learn,  than  tell  a  child,  if  you  do  thus  or  thus, 
you  will  be  more  esteemed  iSktai  your  brothere 
or  sisters.  The  rod  produces  an  effect  which 
tensHnates  in  itself.  A  child  is  afraid  of  being 
whipped,  and  gets  his  task,  and  there  *s  an  end 
on*t ;  whereas,  by  exciting  emulation  and  com- 
parisons of  superiority,  you  lay  die  foundation 
of  lasting  misdiief ;  you  maKc  brothers  and 
sisten  hate  each  other.** 

During  Mr.  Boyd^s  stav  in  Arran,  he  had 
found  a  diest  of  medical  bodes,  left  by  a  Bin> 
geon  there,  and  had  read  tiiem  till  he  acquired 
some  skill  in  physic,  in  consequence  of  which 
he  is  often  consulted  by  the  poor.  There  were 
several  here  waiting  for  him  as  patients. 

We  ^walked  round  the  house  till  stopped  by 
a  cut  made  by  the  influx  of  the  eea.  Tlie 
house  is  built  quite  upon  the  shore;  the  win- 
dows look  upon  the  main  ocean,  and  the  King 
of  Denmark  is  Lord  £rrol*s  nearest  neighbour 
on  the  north-east. 

We  got  immediatelv  into  the  ooadh,  and 
drove  to  Dnnbui,  a  ro<»:  near  the  shore,  quite 
covered  with  sea-fowls:  then  to  a  circular 
basin  of  large  extent,  surrounded  with  tre- 
mendous ro<»8.  On  the  quarter  next  the  sea, 
there  is  a  high  arch  in  the  rock,  which  the 
foree  of  the  tempest  has  driven  out.  XUs 
place  is  called  Buchan's  BuUer,  or  Uie  BuUer 
of  Buchan,  and  the  country  people  call  it  the 
Pot.  Mr.  Boyd  said  it  was  so  called  from  the 
French  bouUnr.  It  may  be  moi'e  simply  traced 
from  boiler  in  our  own  language.  We  walked 
round  iJiis  monstroos  eauldron.  In  some  places, 
the  Took  is  very  narrow ;  and  on  each  side  there 
is  a  sea  decpenon^  for  a  man«o^war  to  ride 
in ;  so  that  it  is  somewhat  hovrid  tO'move  along. 
However,  there  is  earth  and  grass  upon  the 
rock,  and  a  kind  of  road  marked  out  by  the 
print  of  feet ;  so  that  one  makes  it  out  pretty 
safely :  yet  it  alarmed  me  to  see  Dr.  Johnson 
stridmg  irregularly  along.  He  insisted  on 
tekiqg  a  boat,  and  sailing  into  the  Pot.    We 


Mr.  Bojrd.  Lord  Errori  brother,  who  wrote  us  an  inritation 
lo  Slaias  Castle."  — « Joknaen^t  LcUert.  Ladv  Diana  was 
Che  daushler  of  Harrr  Orey,  third  Barl  of  Stamfoitl,  and 
wife  of  Oeoife  Middielon.  of  Lenton,  Esq.  She  died  In 
1780.    Why  did  Boswell  not  mention  hrr  ? — Caosn. 

s  iMbella,  daitghier  of  Sir  Wtlllam  Carr,  of  Ktal,  ia 
Northumberbnd,  Bart.    She  died  In  1808.  —  Caoaaa. 

>  See,  ae  to  CummlBg,  jMif,  Sepiamber  tO.  1710.  _  C. 
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did  so.  He  was  stout  and  wonderfully  alert. 
The  Buchan-men  all  showing  their  teeth,  and 
speakini^  with  that  strange  sharp  accent  which  i 
distinguishes  them,  was  to  me  a  matter  of 
curiosity.  He  was  not  sensible  of  the  differ- 
ence of  pronunciation  in  the  south  and  north 
of  Scotland,  which  I  wondered  at. 

As  the  entry  into  the  Bulier  is  so  narrow 
that  oars  cannot  be  used  as  you  go  in,  the 
method  taken  is,  to  row  yery  nard  when  you 
come  near  it,  and  give  the  boat  such  a  rapidity 
of  motion  that  it  glides  in.  Dr.  Johnson  ob- 
seryed  what  an  effect  this  scene  would  haye 
had,  were  we  entering  into  an  unknown  place. 
There  are  cayes  of  considerable  depth ;  I  think, 
one  on  each  side.  The  boatmen  had  neyer 
entered  either  of  them  far  enough  to  know 
the  size.  Mr.  Boyd  told  us  that  it  is  customary 
for  the  company  at  Feterhead-well  to  make 

Earties,  and  come  and  dine  in  one  of  the  cayes 
ere.* 

He  told  U8  that,  as  Slains  is  at  a  consider- 
able distance  from  Aberdeen,  Lord  Errol,  who 
has  a  yery  large  family,  resolyed  to  haye  a 
surgeon  ot  his  own.  With  this  yiew  he  edu- 
cated one  of  his  tenant*s  sons,  who  is  now 
settled  in  a  yery  neat  house  and  farm  just  by, 
which  we  saw  from  the  road.  By  the  salary 
which  the  Earl  allows  him,  and  the  practice 
which  he  has  had,  he  is  in  yery  easy  circum- 
stances. He  had  kept  an  exact  account  of  all 
that  had  been  laid  out  on  his  education,  and 
he  came  to  his  lordship  one  day,  and  told  him 
that  he  had  arriyed  at  a  much  higher  situation 
than  eyer  he  expected ;  that  he  was  now  able 
to  repay  what  his  lordship  had  adyanccd,  and 
begged  he  would  accept  of  it.  The  Earl  was 
plei^ed  with  the  generous  gratitude  and  gen- 
teel offer  of  the  man;  but  refused  it.  Mr. 
Boyd  also  told  us.  Gumming  the  Quaker  first 
began  to  distinguish  himself,  by  writing  against 
Dr.  Leechman  on  Prayer,  to  proye  it  unneces- 
sary, as  God  knows  best  what  should  be,  and 
will  order  it  without  our  asking:  the  old 
hackneyed  objection. 

When  we  returned  to  the  house,  wc  found 
coffee  and  tea  in  the  drawing-room.  Lady 
Errol  was  not  there,  being,  as  I  supposed, 
engaged  with  her  younff  family.  There  is  a 
bow-window  irontwg  the  sea.  Dr.  Johnson 
repeated  the  odc^  ^*Jam  satis  terris,**  while 
Mr.  Boyd  was  with  his  patients.  He  spoke 
well  in  fayour  of  entails,  to  presenre  lines  of 
men  whom  mankind  are  accustomed  to  reyer- 
ence.  His  opinion  was,  that  so  much  land 
should  be  entailed  as  that  families  should  neyer 
fall  into  contempt,  and  as  much  left  free  as 
to  give  them  all  the  adyantaffes  of  property 
in  case  of  any  emergency.   *^  l£  **  said  ae,  ^  the 


*  Th«7  were  alao  uMd  br  tmuKglm.  Tb«  path  round 
Ut4>  Bulier  li  about  three  leet  hrtMd ;  m  that  there  it  little 
tfaneer,  though  renr  often  much  fear.  —  Waltm  Scorr. 

-  Jaraee.  14th  Karl  of  Errol.  died  June  &  177S.  Dr. 
Beattie.  In  a  letter  to  Un.  MonUg u.  tajrt  of  him,  **  Hit 
•tatore  waa  tlx  feet  fbur  inche*.  and  hU  coonlenanee  and 
t&hibiud  •neh  a  Mlxtim  of  the  aublioM  and 


nobility  are  suffered  to  sink  into  indigence, 
they  of  course  becbmc  corrupt;  they  are  retdr 
to  do  whatever  the  king  chooses;  therefore  it  i 
b  fit  they  should  be  kept  from  becoming  poor,  i 
unless  it  is  fixed  that  when  they  fall  beiov  s 
certain  standard  of  wealth  they  snail  lote  tbeir 
peerages.    We  know  the  House  of  Peen  have  | 
made  noble  stands,  when  the  House  of  Cooi-  | 
mons  durst  not.    The  two  last  yean  of  pirlit*  ^ 
ment  they  dare  not  contradict  the  popolscc"    . 

This  room  is  ornamented  with  a  number  of  { 
fine  prints,  and  with  a  whole  length  picture  of 
Lord  Errol,  by  Sir  Jodiua  Reynolds.   This  I 
led  Dr.  Johnson  and  me  to  talk  of  our  smiAble 
and  elegant  friend,  whose  pan^Tiic  he  coa-  i 
eluded  by  saying,  "  Sir  Joshua  Keynold^  Sir, 
is  the  most  invulnerable  man  I  know ;  the  man 
with  whom  if  you  should  quarrel,  yoa  will  ^ 
the  most  difficulty  how  to  abuse.** 

Dr.  Johnson  obsenred,  the  litoation  here  - 
was  the  noblest  he  had  eyer  seen ;  better  x^ma 
Mount  Edgecumbe,  reckoned  the  first  in  Eng- 
land ;  because,  at  Mount  Edgecumbe,  the  ttt 
is  bounded  bj  land  on  the  other  side,  tni 
though  there  is  there  the  grandeur  of  a  deet 
there  is  ^Iso  the  impression  of  there  being  a 
dock-yard,  the  circumstances  of  which  sk  not 
^reeable.  At  Slains  is  an  excellent  old  botue. 
The  noble  owner  has  built  of  brick,  along  tbt 
square  in  the  inside,  a  gallery,  both  on  the  6nt 
and  second  story,  the  house  beinir  nohifbff; 
so  that  he  has  always  a  dry  wsu;  and  the 
rooms,  to  which  formerly  there  was  no  ap- 
proach but  through  each  other,  have  now  ail 
separate  entries  from  the  gallery,  wbkb  u 
hung  with  Hogarth*s  works,  and  other  prints. 
We  went  and  sat  a  while  in  the  library.  Tb^rt 
is  a  valuable  numerous  collection.  It  was  cbicdf 
made  by  Mr.  Falconer,  huaband  to  the  Ute 
Countess  of  Errol  in  her  own  right.  This  Earl 
has  added  a  good  many  modem  books. 

About  nine  the  Earl*  came  home.  CaptJUB 
Gordon,  of  Park,  was  with  him.  His  lonlNbip 
put  Dr.  Johnson  in  mind  of  their  havin«r  ^iin*^ 
together  in  London,  along  with  Mr.  fieau<  l<Tfc. 
I  was  exceedingly  pleased  with  Lord  Err*. 
His  dignified  person  and  acreeable  couniensot'^ 
with  Uie  most  unaffected  affability,  gi^^  vx 
high  satisfaction.  From  perhaps  a  weakno^ 
or,  as  I  rather  hope,  more  fancy  and  w»m.*b 
of  feeling  than  is  quite  reasonable,  my  min«i  t» 
ever  impressed  with  admiration  for  perm^Q^  '* 
high  birth,  and  I  could,  with  the  most  per!<^  ^ 
honesty,  expatiate  on  Lord  ErroVs  good  <i'';>>- 
ties ;  but  he  stands  in  no  need  of  mj  pri^- 
His  agreeable  manners  and  softness  of  aiidr^^ 
prevented  that  constraint  which  the  idea  o(  kn 
being  Lord  High  Constable  of  Scotland  miz^t 
otherwise  have  occasioned.*     He  talked  xcri 


lb*  |Ttc«(ul.  as  I  hav»  ntr^r  mhi  nnltrd  la  aav 
H«  olUrn  pal  me  in  mind  of  an  «iid««t  h«ro ;  «Ml  1  rmvv  '^ 
Dr.  Johnton  wti  po«itiv«  that  b*  rpfmbUJ  lloBMr^  >-^ 
rarter  of  .Sarpedoo.**  —  Cbokbb. 

*  Mr.  Botwpll  iMifd  Dot  bav«  bfcn  la  nrb  aw  i«  n 
aoemuic ;  for  Lord  Errol't  cilia  to  tbot  dtfptif  waa,  ai  l« 
parlod,  MC  quiCa  aaUbUabad.    Urn  mm 
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etsilf  and  seiutbly  with  his  learned  guest.  I 
obterred  that  Dr.  Johnson,  though  he  showed 
libit  respect  to  his  lordship,  which,  from  prin- 
ciple, be  always  does  to  hij^h  rank,  ret,  when 
Ubfv  came  to  argument,  mamtained  tnat  man- 
lioe»  which  becomes  the  force  and  vigour  of 
his  understanding.  To  show  external  defer- 
ence to  our  superiors  is  j)roper:  to  seem  to 
field  to  them  m  opinion  is  meanness.*  The 
tari  said  grace  both  before  and  after  supper, 
vitk  much  decency.  He  told  us  a  story  of  a 
nan  who  was  executed  at  Perth,  some  years 
aetk.  for  murdering  a  woman  who  was  with 
rkiid  by  him,  and  a  former  child  he  had  by 
her.  I£s  hand  was  cut  off:  he  was  then  pulled 
op ;  but  the  rope  broke,  and  he  was  forced  to 
lie  sn  hour  on  the  ground,  till  another  rope 
vas  brought  from  Perth, — the  execution  being 
in  a  wood  at  some  distance,  at  the  place  where 
the  murders  were  committed.  ^  There,"  said 
my  lord,  **  I  see  the  hand  of  Providence.**  I 
vas  really  happy  here.  I  saw  in  this  noble- 
laaa  the  best  di^>ositions  and  best  principles ; 
sad  I  saw  him,  in  my  mind*8  eye,  to  be  the 
rrpresentative  of  the  ancient  Boyds  of  Kilmar- 
cvrk.  I  was  afraid  he  might  have  ursed 
drinking,  as,  I  believe,  he  used  formerly  to  do ; 
bat  he  drank  port  and  water  out  of  a  large 
pMm  himsplf,  and  let  us  do  as  we  pleased.  He 
vent  with  us  to  our  rooms  at  night ;  said  he 
U»k  the  visit  very  kindly;  and  told  me  my 
fidher  and  be  were  very  old  acquaintance; 
that  I  BOW  knew  the  way  to  Slains,  and  he 
hoDcdto  see  me  there  agam. 

I  had  a  moat  elegant  room ;  but  there  was  a 
Ire  in  it  which  biased;  and  the  sea,  to  which 
By  windows  locked,  roared;  and  the  pillows 
were  made  of  the  feathers  of  some  sea-fowl, 
which  had  to  me  a  disagreeable  smell :  so  that, 
It  all  these  causes,  I  was  kept  awake  a  good 
while.  I  saw,  in  imagination.  Lord  Errol's 
^■ther.  Lord  Rihnamock  (who  was  beheaded 
<m  Tovcr-Uill  in  1746),  and  I  was  somewhat 


fros  Hm  Earli  of  Errol.  la  the  male  line,  but  the 
•»^hl»  MMicber  «ad  frandmether  retted  on  the  mom/- 
>>■«  'd  Giltart.  the  teoth  E«rl  of  Errol.  who,  having  no 
«f  hit  evn,  oontnated  (under  a  charter  of 
IL)  Ua  fdadea.  Sir  John  Hay,  of  Kellour.  to  hU 
»  ~  ^t.  vW  aeeordtoif  If  ■nccoeded  a*  clerenth  Km  ;  but 
•.V  •«  tw  cwdth  Earl,  barloc  no  isaiie,  was  succeeded  by 
^o  t«*  liUri  raeeeMively.  The  youngett.  Lady  Margaret, 
%•  ^aateataer  of  the  Karl  who  received  Dr.  Johnion,  vai 
^^y*  ^  tto  Evt  of  Unlitbgow,  who  wai  attainted  for  the 
^"^^^  «f  1715.  Tbey  left  an  only  daoghter,  married  to 
1  «•«  KNMrnMfc.b>ht^ed  aad  attainted  for  (he  rebellion 
'^v^QM  too  was  the  Earl  nentioned  in  the  text. 
I  -^  r  Mill  Jill,  at  the  election  of  the  Scottish  peers  In 
^  P^ttMMd  gainst  Lord  Errol's  claim  to  the  peerage, 
*^**'»M  wM  only  the  right  of  conferring  a  peerage  by 
^^^m^mt^  b«c  denying  that  any  such  nomination  had  been 
'«^  Mds;  bvt  the  Hooae  of  Lords  decided  that  the 


thoefh  origteally  a  male  flef.  had  become  descend* 

'Mfvn  aad  also  Uut  Earl  Gilbert  had  acquired  and 

<  ihe  rifhc  of  oomlnatloo.  It  was  still  more  doubtftil 

4at  «f  Hendltary  High  Constable  could  be  trans- 

-    «hv  by  nwlnatinn  or  through  females :  but  all  the 

^  -  t  «rj»  «r  Krrel  have  aQjoyod  It  without  question,  and  the 

^***^  .uri  eaermed  It  by  deputy  at  the  oomoatioQ  of 

^■y  !▼ . mi  to  person dtftog his  Bfi^esty's  rialt to Scoi- 

la  hit  Letlen  to  hit  son.  complains  of 
A  ia  tadiacrtatamta  maimer  with  BMO  of  all 


dreary.  But  the  thought  did  not  last  long, 
and  1  fell  asleep. 

Wednetday^  Aug.  25. — We  cot  up  between 
seven  and  eight,  and  found  Au*.  fioyd  in  the 
dining-room,  with  tea  and  coffee  before  him, 
to  give  us  breakfast.  We  were  in  an  admirable 
humour.  Lady  Errol  had  given  each  of  us  a 
copy  of  an  ode  by  Beattie,  on  the  birth  of  her 
son.  Lord  Hay.  Mr.  Boyd  asked  Dr.  Johnson 
how  he  liked  it.  Dr.  Johnson,  who  did  not 
admire  it,  got  off*  very  well,  by  taking  it  out, 
and  reading  the  second  and  third  stanzas  of  it 
with  much  melody.  This,  without  his  saying 
a  word,  pleased  Mr.  Boyd.  He  observed, 
however,  to  Dr.  Johnson,  that  the  expression 
as  to  the  family  of  Errol, 

'*  A  thousand  years  have  seen  it  shine,** 

compared  with  what  went  before,  was  an  anti- 
climax, and  that  it  would  have  been  better, 

**  Ages  have  seen,"  &c. 

Dr.  Johnson  said,  "  So  great  a  number  as  a 
thousand  is  better.  Dobu  latet  in  universalibua.* 
Ages  might  be  only  two  ages." 

Me  taSced  of  the  advantage  of  keeping  up 
the  connections  of  relationship,  which  prepuce 
much  kindness.  '*  Every  man,"  said  he,  ^  who 
comes  into  the  world,  has  need  of  friends.  If 
he  has  to  get  them  for  himself,  half  his  life  is 
spent  before  his  merit  is  known.  Relations 
are  a  man*s  ready  friends,  who  support  him. 
When  a  man  is  in  real  distress,  he  ffies  into  the 
arms  of  his  relations.  An  old  lawyer,  who  had 
much  experience  in  making  wills,  told  me,  that 
after  people  had  deliberated  long,  and  thought 
of  many  for  their  executors,  uey  settled  at 
last  by  fixing  on  their  relations.  This  shows 
the  universi&ty  of  the  principle.** 

I  regretted  the  decay  of  respect  for  men  of 
family,  and  that  a  nabob  now  would  carry  an 
election  from  them.  Johhson.  *'Why,  Sir, 
the  nabob  will  carry  it  by  means  of  his  wealth, 


ranks.  Probably  the  noUe  lord  had  felt  with  some  nneasl- 
neu  what  It  was  to  encounter  stronger  abilities  than  his  own. 
If  a  peer  will  engage  at  foils  with  nis  Inferior  In  station,  he 
must  expect  that  bis  Inferior  In  station  will  avail  himself  of 
every  aovantage ;  otherwise  it  Is  not  a  fair  trial  of  strength 
and  skill.  Tlie  same  will  hold  in  a  contest  of  reason,  or  of  wit. 
A  certain  king  [ Frederick  of  Prussia]  entered  the  llsU  of  ge- 
nlua  with  Voftalre.  The  consequence  was.  that,  though  the 
king  had  great  and  brilliant  talents,  Voltaire  had  such  a  supe- 
riority that  his  Ifi^esty  could  not  bear  It ;  and  the  poet  was 
dismissed,  or  escaped,  from  that  court.  In  the  reign  of 
James  I.  of  England,  Crichton,  Lord  Sanouhar,  a  peer  of 
Scotland,  firom  a  vain  ambition  to  excel  a  leoclng-master  In 
his  own  art,  pityed  at  rapier  and  dagger  with  him.  The 
fencing-maater,  whose  fame  and  bread  were  at  stake,  put  out 
one  or  his  lordship's  eyee.  Exasperated  at  this.  Lord  San- 
quhar  hired  mfflans.  and  had  the  fenctng-masier  assassin- 
ated t  for  which  his  lordship  was  capitally  tried,  condemned 
and  hanged.  Not  being  a  peer  of  England,  he  was  tried  by 
the  name  of  Robert  Crichton,  Esq. ;  but  be  was  admitted  to 
be  a  banm  of  three  hundred  years*  standing.  See  the  sttiu 
Trial*  ;  and  the  HUtory  of  EmmjUmd  by  Hume.  •  ho  applauds 
ttaa  Impartial  justloa  executeo  upon  a  man  of  high  rank — 
BoawxiA.  Lord  Chesterfield's  observation  Is  In  his  descrip- 
tion of  Johnson  himself  as  «  retpedabU  HoUeniot  (see  autit 
p.  S70.  —  CaoKiR. 

*  tills  Is  very  true,  but  how  contradictory  to  his  objections 
to  the  dremHulimtet  by  which  Shakespeare  describes  dark- 
ncas  and  vacuity.    See  tmli,  p.  SOS,  S04,  Ac.  —  Cioxia. 
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in  a  oooBtry  where  money  is  higUhr  Talked,  u 
it  must  be  where  nothing  can  m  aad  without 
monej ;  but,  if  it  ooiiies  to  penooal  nraference, 
the  man  of  fiunilj  will  aiwi^  carrjr  tt.  There 
is  fzeneraUy  a  teommdreliMm  abowt  a  hyw  man.** 
Mr.  Boyd  mid,  that  was  a  good  itm. 

I  saiil,  I  believed  mankind  were  happier  in 
the  ancient  fimdal  state  of  subordinatian,  than 
tliey  are  in  the  modem  state  of  independency. 
JouasoH.  *^  To  be  sore,  the  ekie/mmB :  but  we 
must  think  of  the  number  of  indMduals.  That 
thejf  were  less  happy  seems  plain;  fiir  that  state 
iroin  which  all  escape  as  soon  m  they  can,  and 
to  which  none  return  after  tliey  have  Idft  it, 
muit  be  km  happy ;  aad  this  is  the  case  with 
the  state  of  dependence  an  a  chief  er  great 


I  mentioned  the  happiness  of  the  French  in 
their  subordination,  oy  the  redproeal  banc 
Tolenoe  ^  and  attachawmt  betareen  the  threat 
and  those  in  lower  rank.  Mr.  Boyd  ^ave  us 
an  instance  of  their  gentlemanly  spirit.  An 
old  Chevalier  de  Malthe,  of  ancient  mabieme, 
but  in  low  cnrcumatanoes,  was  in  a  oofiee- 
house  at  Paris,  where  was  Julian,  the  great 
manufacturer  at  the  Gobelins,  of  the  ine 
tapestry,  so  much  distinguiidied  both  for  the 
fijfures  and  the  oslnrr#.  The  eiMfv«lier*8  car- 
nage was  very  old.  8a^  Julien,  with  a 
plebeian  insolenoe,  *"!  think,  Bfar,  you  had 
better  have  yomr  cairisge  new  painted.**  The 
chevalier  looked  at  htm  with  mdignaat  con* 
tempt,  and  answisred,  *^Well,  Sv,  yon  may 
take  it  heme  and  dfe  itl**  All  the  oofiee- 
heuse  rejoiced  at  Jttlien*0  confusieo. 

We  set  out  about  nine.  Dr.  Johnson  was 
curious  to  see  one  of  those  structures,  which 
northern  antiquarians  call  a  Druid*s  temple. 
I  had  a  recollection  of  one  at  Stridien,  wfaksh 
I  had  seen  fifteen  years  age ;  oo  we  went  four 
miles  out  of  our  road,  sAer  paming  Old  Deer, 
and  went  thither.  Mr.  Fraser,  the  proprietor, 
was  at  home,  and  showed  it  to  us.  But  I  had 
augmented  it  in  my  mind ;  for  all  that  remains 
is^  two  stones  set  up  on  end,  with  a  long  one 
laid  upon  them,  as  was  usual,  and  one  stone  at 
a  little  distanee  from  them.  That  stone  was 
the  capital  one  of  the  drde  which  surrounded 
what  now  remains.  Mr.  Fraser  was  very  hos- 
pitable.*   There  was  a  fair  at  Strichen ;  and 


I  What  a  ctmmmaury  on  thii  opinion  hu  tbo  Frmeh 
roTolutlon  vrlttni  1  —  CmoaKi. 

*  He  li  the  woitliy  son  of  a  worthv  fkUicr,  Ibo  lato  Loffd 
8Cr!chen,oiM  of  our  Jo^f  «t,  to  irhoae  kind  notiee  1  «aa  Bueh 
obltfod.  Lonl  SlricboQ  waa  a  man  not  onlj  liiail,  but 
blfhlj  gf ofioua  I  for,  aflor  kU  aucccMloo  to  tho  tanlly 
•tCata,  bfl  paid  a  largo  aom  of  dotal*,  contraet«>d  by  hta  prode- 
coaior,  which  ho  waa  not  onder  any  oUigallon  to  pay.  Lot 
mo  hfra.  for  tho  ciwUt  of  Aynblre,  my  own  ooonly.  roeord 
a  noMe  Initanoo  of  liberal  honotcy  In  WlUlam  Htttchlioo, 
droiror.  In  Lanohoad*  Kyle,  who  formerly  obtained  a  foil 
dbchargo  from  bU  credltora  upon  a  compoaltionof  M«  dobt«; 
but,  upon  bolog  rottorod  to  good  drcumatancea,  Invitod  hU 
erodlcort  laat  winter  to  adinnor.  withoat  Wllng  the  rroMO. 
and  paid  them  their  foil  ram*,  principal  and  totereft.  Ther 
prearntod  him  with  a  piece  of  plate,  with  an  Inacrlption  to 
eororoemorate  thia  oxtraoidlnairy  tnatance  of  true  worth  t 
whlrh  •hoiild  make  mnoo  people  in  Scoelaod  blush,  while. 
Chough  moaa  thamaoWoa,  they  atmt  about  under  the  pro- 


he  had  several  of  his  ncigbboms  fiun  it  at 
dimmr.  One  of  them.  Dr.  Frsser,  who  hui 
been  in  the  amy,  remembered  to  have  teen 
Dr.  Johnson,  at  a  lecture  on  ezpaiiaieDtal  phi*  | 
kaophy,  at  LichfiekL  The  Doctar  reooUecu»i 
bcinsr  at  the  lecture,  and  he  was  sDipnsed  ;•  ' 
find  here  aomebody  who  knew  hinL  I 

Mr.PrBaer  aent  a  aervant  to  conduct  oi  b? 
a  short  nossage  into  die  high  losd.  I  ohfrert^ 
I  to  Dr.«fohnson,  that  I  had  a  most  dissgreeable  , 
notkm  of  the  life  of  ooontry  gentlemsa;  tlut  i  > 
left  Afr.Fraser,  just  now,  as  one  leaves  a  pn- 
soner  in  a  Jail.    Dr.  Johnson  said,  that  I  wm 
right  in  thinking  them  unhappy,  fiir  that  iIh^ 
had  not  enough  to  keq>  their  nuiMb  in  notiun. 
I  started  a  thought  thiaafteimuen  which  aniued 
ma  great  part  of  1^  way.    «'Ii^**sBidI,'*n«  ' 
Qnb  ahoaid  oome  aad  set  i^  in  Bt-Aadr^v  it 
as  A  eoUflge,  to  teach  all  that  cash  of  us  caji  in 
the  sereral  departmeats  of  leamiag  aad  teste;  • 
we  should  rebuild  the  city:  are  should  drtw  a 
wondoriul  oonoourse  of  stadents.**    Dr.  J«lin- 
•ott  eateMd  fully  into  the  spnit  of  this  proji^ 
We  iauaediately  fell  to  distributia^  the  oliii«»- 
I  iras  to  teach  civil  aad  Scx>toh  bw ;  Buite. 
politics  and  eloquence;  Gairick,  the  art  ot 
poblic    speaking;    LangUm  was  to   be  oor 
Grecian,  Colman  our  Latin  porofessor;  ^^u^^Oh 
to  teach  physic;  Lord  Charlenmat,  aodeis 
history ;  Beauclcrk,  natural  philosophy ;  Ves^* 
Irish  antiquities,  or  Celtic  learning';  Jik<1i 
Oriental  learning-;  Gold^nMih,  paetrr  and  m- 
oient  history;  Qiamier,  connBCfcial  politicfi 
Reynolds,  painting,  aad  tiie  arta  which  b&^ 
beauty  far  their  ofa^;  dmBibarm  the  \t^f 
Engknd.  Dr.  Johnson  at  fiait  said,  "^  TU  trut 
theology  to  nobody  bat  myaoU*.**    Bat,  iii«b 
due  eoasidcration,  ^at  Percy  is  a  cleii^  O""^ 
it  was  agreed  tiiatPtrcyaimald  teach  praet'-ji 
divinity  aad  British  antiqmtaea;  Dr.J«'hft--'* 
himself,    logic,    metaphysics,    aad   schuU^tr 
divinity.    Id  this  maaaar  did  we  amase  »•'* 
selves,  each  suggesting,  and  eadi  varyiinr  ^ 
adding,  till  the  whole  was  adjusted.  Dr.  J«^>" 
son  said,  we  only  wanted  a  mathcmst.c^- 
since  Dyer  died,  who  waa  a  very  coal  cl-  . 
but  as  to  everjr  thii^  else,  we  shoiad  hik^t  « 
very  capital  univecuty.^ 

We  got  at  night  to  fianfil     I  aeat  Jom^^  ■ ' 
to  Duff  House :  but  Earl  Fife  wm  sot  si  Ih^k.. 


•  i 


iar 


leeClon  of  areat  alUanco. 

number*  who  have  loot  by 

of  makbif  repacation.   but 

Ikmllies  In  mo*t  unaultable  empraae« — 

>  Since  Oie  fint  oditfcm.  li 
tho  Club,  who  knew  Mr.  Veaey  bKlor  tkmt 
I.  that  we  did  not  aaalfn  hla* 
qolto  unftkllled  In  Irtah  aatiouiiloa 
might  with  propriety  have  beam 
iecture,  which  bo  uudaiHuod  wrtl.  and 
•peclmen  of  hi*  kBovledaa  and  taitw  In 

Jtant  house  built  on  a  plan  of  hi*  o< 
rw  mile*  frooi  DuWai Boowx.     Mr 

I  bellrre.  hav«  bom  enattcd  rvoa  to  thla 
house  ho  built  at  Luoan  la  a  food  odo,  bi 
able  a*  a  work  of  art.  —  Ceocaa. 

*  Here  followed  a  note  with  thm  naaaua  of  Ibo  tb«r 
ben  of  the  Club,  which  Bo««HI  tabBommiiUy 
the  text  or  the  Lffir,  mmMt,  p.  ICL  ^  Caoaarw. 
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vtic&IrqgretlQd  onioli,  asire  dioiild  tunwluid 
aTord^^ntneeptionfrooiliiBiordfihip.  We 
fovnd  here  but  an  mdifiarent  inn,^  Dr.  Joli>- 
Mttwroce  ft  long  letter  to  Mrs.  Thrale.^  I<wqb« 
dered  to  tee  him  write  so  mudh  eo^aMlip.  fie 
ferried  his  own  dectriae,  thttt  ^m  mm  may 
ilwan  write  when  he  will  eet  kunself  doggedly 

i  TlwiAy,  Aw^,  96. ^  Wegot  a  AfMh  ofaaiK 
here,  a  rery  good  one,  and  f^  good  hones. 
;  We  breakjasted  st  Collen.  Th^  set  down 
'  dried  haddoda  broiled,  elong  wkh  owr  tea.  I 
ite  oae;  but  Dr.  Jbhiwon  was  disguited  by 
the  tight  of  them,  eo  they  -were  remored. ' 
(Wlen  has  a  eomfertable  appeanmee,  though 
bat  ft  Tery  small  town,  and  toe  houses  mostly 
poorbondiMS. 

I  called  OB  Mr.  Bobertaon,  who  has  the 
durge  of  Lord  Fmdbiter^s  al&irs,  and  was 
ibnaerlj  Lord  MoBhoddo*s  clerk,  was  three 
timei  in  Fraaee  with  htm,  and  tnmalated  Con- 
JniiiwtB  Aoeount  of  the  Bflfage  Gffl,  to  whieh 
U9  lonbbip  wrote  a  preface,  containing  several 
nBflfo  of  his  own.  Robertson  said  he  dad 
Bot  betiere so  much  as  his  lordship  did;  that 
R  m  plam  to  him  the  sirl  eonfbvnded  what 
•itf  iaugined  with  what  she  remembered ;  that, 
^>mdei,  dbe  pereeired  Condamiae  and  Lord 
Mooboddo  forming  theories,  and  she  adapted 
Kr  ftoiy  to  them* 

\>T.  Johnson  said,  **  It  is  a  pity  to  see  Lord 
Hoeboddo  publish  snch  notions  as  he  has 
'Vxie ;  ft  man  of  sense,  and  of  so  nraeh  elegant 
^nrwo^,  lliere  would  be  little  in  a  ibol  doing 
*-\  we  iboald  only  langh:  but  when  a  wise 
euadocs  it,  we  mt^  wnrj.  Other  people  haye 
'^ran  notions ;  but  ther  oonceal  them.  If 
*<^  have  tails,  they  hide  them ;  but  Monbeddo 
•*  u  jealoos  of  hia  tail  as  a  squirrel.**  I  shall 
^  pot  down  some  more  remarks  of  Dr. 
^«hano*t  on  Lord  Monboddo,  which  were  not 
xade  exactly  at  *di]a  time,  but  come  in  well 
r «  mnnection.  He  said  he  did  not  approve 
^  ft  judge's  calling  himself  Farmer  Burnett  ^ 
«d  lofiyaboot  with  a  little  round  hat^    He 


•vviH^to 


M«f«.  oiaarfcSr,  tftowlodowf  had  no  poAli^  and  Dr. 
'  I  «■•  eaostBKly  mam  for  IkMo  >lr,  Md  nrach 
0R  9mm  at  Ikam  taac  op—.  TTiuijwiMid  a 
Mb*  tait  tnte  wratorad  otfect  wu 
toSflMlMd.  hi  MBMMMimvrwfcteh  ha  hat  «rroiM- 
'*;«■!  I  rtai  MBD  fcftn  >!■  **  Jouragy.**  Infratted  that 
"  •«  aat  dlov  ■»  to  raad  over  hb  book  bofbra  It  waa 
I  laooH  imm  thansul  vary  lUUo,  bot  1  ihoold 

I  a  few  plaeai  whora  ho  baa 
^*^mmtlmm»  tobollaflail  Ihopo  Ithouldhavapre- 
y**  oaa  Mb  to  oo*  or  aadon  Ma  auvtiOD.  that  **  a 
*^>M  w  ho  o  otardy  awyraltet,  who  doas  not  prater 
^■"■Miiouvth,** — ferlrabll/ttafaikttb«orlbaDdod,aad 

*  •  W«My  aaid*~  aoovUA.  Boawoil  fcrolabod  Jnboion 
**^ilaof  BBofovtora — grookadnBaU—ln  tal«J(ninMy, 
«*  «^ I  mtk,utwhiA  iolaMoa pkw blOMOir  Ub tnmblo  of 
'yiiat.  TWywfllhofcoadhnhoAppandhi.~CoDK». 

^■* tto Danom  toolo bi  thia portteolar.  AFiaaonbod. 
*<^  *%a  ooar  Iho  oaoofto  of  tboaoa-vord,  and  tprhiklad 
***  mig  o«Mr  terlaa  tho  p«oOHa,ooaulflas  a  rolltb  of  a  vary 
^*^ov  Bit  dalloalo  aowor«  tadnltaUi  00  vn  oUivr  ooaat 
>«  (OB  of  Ahaodoonafalro.  Boom  of  oar  Bdmborgh  pbl- 
"'  f^i  SffaS  to  fooaaaa  tbtir  aanol  lo  Tafai.    I  waa  one  of 

•  «r*f  B  a  dtaoor,  o^io  tho  pblloMpblcal  baddockt  woro 
i^"*^  a  oaBooMteB  «1tb  iho  siiodiiii  FlnBDO.flata.    Tbaaa 


kmghed  heartily  at  his  lordriiip*s  saying  he 
an  enthusiaatioal  farmer;  ^For,**  said  he,  ^  what 
can  he  do  in  fiwminff  by  his  eBthu;iia8m?'' 
Here,  howerer,  I  think  Dr.  Johnson  mistaken. 
He  who  wishes  to  be  successful,  or  happy, 
ought  to  be  enthuatastaeal,  that  is  to  say,  very 
keen  m  all  the  ooeupations  or  diversions  of 
lift.  An  ordinary  gentlenmn*ftnner  will  be 
satisfied  with  looking  at  his  fields  once  or  twice 
a  day :  an  enthnsiastical  fiumer  will  be  oon- 
stantly  employed  on  them ;  will  have  his  mind 
earnestly  ensaged;  vrilltalk  perpetually  of  them. 
But  Dr.  Jobaaon  haa  nnidi  of  the  nUadmirvri 
in  smallerconeems.  That  survey  of  life  which 
gave  biith  to  his «"  Vanity  of  Human  Wishes** 
early  sobered  his  mind.  Besides,  so  ^reat  a 
mind  as  hie  cannot  be  moved  by  inferior  ob- 
veets :  an  elephant  does  not  vun  and  akip  lake 
lesser  aaimala. 

Mr.  Bobertson  sent  a  servant  with  ua,  to 
shew  us  through  Lord  Findlater*s  wood,  by 
whidi  our  way  was  shortened,  and  we  saw 
some  oart  of  his  domain,  which  is  indeed  ad- 
mirablv  laid  oat.  Dr.  Johnson  did  not  choose 
to  waUc  through  it.  He  always  said  that  he 
was  not  come  to  Sootfamd  to  see  fine  places,  of 
which  'there  were  enough  in  England;  but 
wild  objects  -^-mountains — waterfalls — peou- 
liar  nuumeie ;  in  short,  things  which  he  had 
not  «een  before.  I  have  a  notion  that  he  at 
no  time  has  had  much  taste  for  rural  beauties. 
I  hwe  mveeif  v«ry  little. 

Dr.  Johnson  said  there  was  nothing  more 
e«tt»iitiUe  dim  «  Mimtry  gentfaman  Uving 
beyond  his  mcome,  and  every  year  growmg 
poorer  and  poorer.  He  spoke  stron^lv  of  the 
mihtenoe  wmoh  a  aaan  has  oy  beinqg  ncn.  **  A 
man,**  said  he,  **  who  keens  his  money,  has  in 
reality  aiore  ose  from  it  than  he  can  have  by 

rmng  it.**  I  observed  that  this  looked  very 
a  -paradox :  but  he  explained  it  thus :  ^  If 
it  were  certain  that  a  man  would  keep  his 
money  locked  up  for  ever,  to  be  sure  he  would 
have  no  influence ;  but,  as  so  many  want  money, 
and  he  has  the  power  of  giving  it,  and  they 


woro  aannd  roond  wtthont  dhUnetioD  wbonoa  thoy  eamo ; 
but  oohr  ono  gooUamaDjOQt  of  twoltro  proMot,  atpouMd  the 
oauM  ofphUotopby.  _  WAiraa  Soorr. 

•  It  4a  ttB  eoalom  Hi  flcotland  forthaJodfMof  tiw  Ooorc 
of  SoarioD  to  hata  Ibo  tkloof  Lordi,  fraoa  tbair  oMatoi ;  tbni 
Vr.  Bumott  la  Lord  Mooboddo.  aa  Mr.  Home  «oa  Lord 
Koowa.  Tbora  to  aooiottitaiff  « thUa  BiHMrard  to  iM* ;  for 
thar  aio  dcooMbBtod  te  dooda  by  tbohr  namas.  with  the 
addition  of  **  one  of  the  tenatort  or  Mb  oallogo  ol  juMice ;  *' 
and  Mibtalba  tboir  Ohrtotion  and  KomaBO.  w  JamoB  Bar- 
vaCt,  fftmry  Hoom,  oven  In  Jodldal  aeta.«>  Boawu,L.  We 
MO  tbartbe  tanw  ooakam  prevailed  amonsB  oCber  eenilonMn 
aa  well  m  the  ludfoa.  AU  the  MnU  who  era  called  b*  the 
naaaoa  of  their  ettatai,  aa  Kaaar,  Col,  Ac.  tlan  their  Chrla- 
tlan  and  aamamM,  aa  J.  Maewod,  A.  llacMaa,  Ac.  The 
dl^ty  of  tho  iodlelal  heneh  haa  eooMcratod,  In  the  caM  of 
the  iodgea«  what  waa  onee  the  eoBmon  practice  of  the 
ooontry.  <— CaoBoa. 

*  Why  not.  In  a  renole  eeontiy  retlmnent?— Caona. 
It  may  be  worth  while  to  remark,  that  down  to  a  very  re> 
cent  period,  iodge*  both  In  London  and  Bdlnborgh  were 
dlttlnguiched,  when  mlxlnf  In  eommoo  tocirty,  by  ceruin 
grave  peculiaritlef  of  dreu :  tbete,  wfth  tome  r«w  ancient 
and  venerable  eaceptiona,  have  now  dliappeared  :  and  it 
■eemi  dooMftel  whether  the  Innovation  wn  wlte.— Locs- 
»i«T,  ISM. 
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know  not  but  by  gaining  bis  fayour  tbey  may 
obtain  it,  the  nch  man  will  alwajs  have  the 
greatest  influence.  He,  again,  who  lavishes 
his  money,  is  laughed  at  as  foolish^  and  in  a 
great  degree  with  justice,  considering  how 
much  b  spent  from  vanity.  Even  those  who 
partake  o!  a  man^s  hospitality  have  but  a  tran- 
sient kindness  for  him.  If  he  has  not  the  com- 
mand of  money,  people  know  he  cannot  help 
them  if  he  would ;  wnercas  the  rich  man  always 
can,  if  he  will,  and  for  the  chance  of  that,  will 
have  much  weight.**  Boswell.  **  But  philoso- 
phers and  satirists  have  all  treated  a  miser  as 
contemptible."  Johhson.  **  He  is  so  philoso- 
phically ;  but  not  in  the  practice  of  life.  Bos- 
wsLL.  **  Let  me  see  now :  I  do  not  know  the 
instances  of  misers  in  England,  so  as  to  ex- 
amine into  their  influence.  Johhsoh.  **  We 
have  had  few  misers  in  England.**  Boswbix. 
''  There  was  Lowther.**  *  Johnson.  **  Why,  Sir, 
Lowther,  })y  keeping  his  money,  had  the  com- 
mand of  the  county,  which  the  family  has  now 
lost,  by  spending  it. '  I  take  it  he  lent  a  great 
deal. ;  and  that  is  the  way  to  have  influence, 
and  yet  preserve  one*s  wealth.  A  man  may 
lend  his  money  upon  very  good  security,  and 
yet  have  his  debtor  much  under  his  power.** 
BoswBLL.  **No  doubt,  Sir.  He  can  always 
distress  him  for  the  money ;  as  no  man  borrows 
who  is  able  to  pay  on  demand  quite  conve- 
niently.** 

We  dined  at  Elsjnf  and  saw  the  noble  ruins 
of  the  cathedral.  Though  it  rained  much,  Dr. 
Johnson  examined  them  with  the  most  patient 
attention.  He  could  not  here  feel  any  abhor- 
rence at  the  Scottish  reformers,  for  he  had 
been  told  by  Lord  Hailes,  that  it  was  destroyed 
before  the  reformation,  by  the  Lord  of  Baden- 
och^,  who  had  a  quarrel  with  the  bishop.  The 
bi8hop*s  house,  and  those  of  the  other  clergy, 
which  are  still  pretty  entire,  do  not  seem  to  have 
been  proportioned  to  the  magnificence  of  the 


I  H«  nMDt.  no  dmibc.  Sir  Jamet  Lowther,  of  WbilehsTeii, 
Bait.,  who  died  In  17M,  Immentrljr  rich,  but  without  Utu«, 
Mid  hli  Mtatn  dovolved  on  hit  relation.  Sir  Jamea,  after* 
wardi  first  Karl  oTLonadale.—  CaoKia. 

s  1  do  not  know  what  waa  at  this  time  the  itate  of  the 
parliamentary  Interest  of  the  ancient  family  of  Lowther :  a 
lamlly  before  the  conquest :  but  all  the  nation  knows  it  to  be 
▼erj  eatenslTe  at  present.  A  due  mixture  of  severity  and 
kindness,  economy  and  munlfieroce,  characterises  its  present 
reprt>sentatlTe.->Boewti.L.  The  second  Viicount  and  only 
Earl  Lonsdale  of  his  branch,  who  was  recommended  to  Boe- 
well's  peculiar  favour  by  baTing  married  Lady  Uarj  Stuart, 
tbe  daughter  of  John  Karl  of  Bute.—  Cboku. 

s  Nait,  by  Lord  Hallet.  —  **  The  eathcdral  of  Elgin  was 
burnt  by  the  Lord  of  Badenocfa,  because  the  Bishop  of  Moray 
had  prnnouoced  an  award  not  to  his  liking.  The  hidemnifl* 
cation  that  tbe  see  obtained  was,  that  the  Lord  of  Badenorh 
stood  for  three  days  barefooted  at  the  great  gate  of  the 
cathedral.  Tbe  story  is  in  tbe  chartulary  of  Elgin."  —  Boa- 
wiLL.  Light  as  this  penance  was.  an  Irish  chieftain  fared 
still  better.  The  eighth  Karl  of  KUdare  was  charnd  before 
Henry  VII.  with  haYing  burned  tbe  cathedral  of  Cashel :  he 
exprnsed  his  contrition  for  this  sacrilege,  adding,  that  he 
never  would  have  done  It  hail  he  not  thought  that  the  ercA* 
kt$kop  had  betn  m  it.  The  king  made  him  lord-lirurenant. 
—  CaoKia,  I  RSI.  Mr.  rhambrrs  observes  to  me,  that  "  it  Is 
strange  that  Boswelt  »ho(ild  n<>t  have  known,  or  that  Lord 
Hallei  thoiiid  ha«e  railed  to  tell  him.  that  the  cathedral  of 
Elgin  had  revived  from  the  sac*  tirae  of  the  tt'o^  <f  Biutmoek^ 
and  Its  final  ruin  was  accomplished  by  the  ctipidtty  of  Murray, 
'  tke  goo4  itrgnsf,  who  stripped  the  lead  (him  the 


cathedral,  which  has  been  of  great  extent,  and 
had  very  fine  carved  work.  Ihe  ground  with- 
in the  walls  of  the  cathedral  is  emplored  u  i 
burning-place.  The  family  of  Gordon  kive 
their  vault  here ;  but  it  has  nothing  grand 

We  passed  Gordon  Castle^  this  forenoio, 
which  has  a  princely  appearance.  Focbaben, 
the  neighbouring  village,  is  a  poor  place,  maoj 
of  the  houses  being  ruinous ;  out  it  is  remark- 
able, they  have  in  general  orchards  well  5tored 
with  appletrees.  Elgin  4ias  what  in  England 
are  called  piazzas,  that  run  in  many  places  on 
each  side  of  the  street.  It  must  have  been  a 
much  better  place  formerly.  Probably  it  had 
piazzas  all  along  the  town,  as  I  have  seen  ai  \ 
Bologna.  I  approved  much  of  such  stnictura 
in  a  town,  on  account  of  their  convenience  in 
wet  weather.  Dr.  Johnson  disapproved  of 
them,  ^  because,**  said  he,  ^  it  makes  the  under 
story  of  a  house  ver^  dark,  which  j^reatly  o^  er- 
balances  the  conveniency,  when  it  is  considered 
how  small  a  part  of  the  year  it  rains ;  how  iVv 
are  usually  in  the  street  at  such  timei ;  tkit 
many  who  are  might  as  well  be  at  home;  anl 
the  little  that  people  suffer,  supposing  them 
to  be  as  much  wet  as  they  commonlj  ar«  in 
walking  a  street.** 

We  fared  but  iU  at  our  inn  here ;  and  Dr. 
Johnson  said,  this  was  the  first  time  be  \^\ 
seen  a  dinner  in  Scotland  that  he  could  nut 
eat. 

In  the  aflemoon^  we  drove  over  the  Terr 
heath  where  Macbeth  met  the  witches  accunl- 
ing  to  tradition.  ^  Dr.  Johnson  again  solem&W 
repeated^ 

*<  How  Iv  istcalVd  to  Fores?  What  are  the>«* 
So  wither*d,  and  so  wild  in  their  attire? 
That  look  not  like  the  inhabitants  o'  the  earth 
And  yet  are  on*t?" 

He  repeated  a  good  deal  more  of  3Iai^^  '^ 
recitation  was  grand  and  aflecting,  axi'i«  ^ 


reor.and  shipped  h  to  be  sold  la  Holland ;  bat  the  shir  •f    • 
unhallowed  Itelfht  sunk  soon  after  it  IuhI  left  thr  ^a'**  >•* 
so  the  cathedral  was  ruined,    withosK    any  pro6i  ^^  •' 
spoiler. "~  Caoaaft,  184<l 

4  I  am  not  sure  whHher  the  Duke  waa  at  bonK  ,  b- '  ' ' 
having  the  honour  of  being  much  known  to  b«.  •'  < 
could  not  have  presumed  to  enter  hia  castle,  thou; f  (•  :*  " 
duoe  even  so  celebrated  a  stranirer.  We  were  ai  >-><  -'  ■ 
a  hurry  to  get  forward  to  the  wildneas  «  hich  we  rt-^  •  t  «« 
Perhaps,  If  this  noble  familv  had  still  ptesrr«<«l  r--  •» 

auestflred  ougnlflcence  which  they  Buuntelned  «V«-'  '  - 
cs,  corresponding  with  the  Grand  Dohe  of  Tu*> .  •  «* 
might  have  been  Induced  to  have  procured  pr«<f>«r  >:•*•' 
Introduction,  and  devoted  soeae  time  to  tbe  oootevf^  •  • «' 
venerable  superstitious  state.  —  Bonwaix. 

»  Mr.  William  Macpberson.  of  Trtnitr  Collate.  CutU  ^ 
who  favoured  me  wltn  several  remarks  on  my  S'«t  «> 
observed  on  this  passage,  that  **  Boawell  was  <)u '"  ">  *' 
taken  In  Imagining  that  he  saw  the  spot  w^rre  V«..w>* 
met  the  witches  bHw««n  Elgin  and  Fom.  Th»  rr*  »••• 
is  between  Pores  and  Nairn.  Tbe  "  blaaled  hM  ^  *^ 
been  subseqiienily  planted  alth  tree«,  and  when  Un  «*  * 
cut  down  some  rears  ago,  the  late  L^ird  of  Brodiv  frr^f'^ 
a  dump  to  man  the  consecrated  yroimd.  Th^  m**'  ^^ 
been  since  replanted,  but  the  older  grove  Is  sttU  at*;!*^**^ 
able  from  the  rest  of  the  wood.  The  locality  of  l^«  ••'■ 
has  never  bcea  doubted,  as  fkr  aa  I  ran  IcMra."*^  i  i.sii. 
IfUU.  Johnson,  more  accurate  than  Bo»wHI.  sttfr*  t>^  * 
was  mtMt  tfay.  on  the  Journey  bftweon  Arrs  aad  .^.-rr*.  'M 
they  **  entend  upon  thercwd  oa  wMdh  MMtaU  ^M(i  O* 
fatal  predlctioB.«^-rCM«aa,  ISM. 


Sir  Joshna  Rejnolds  has  obferved  to  me,  had 
no  more  tone  than  it  should  have :  it  was  the 

,  better  for  it  He  then  parodied  the  "All 
hail**  of  the  witches  to  Macbeth,  addressing 
himiielf  to  me.  I  had  purchased  some  land 
called  Dalblur ;  and,  as  in  Scotland  it  is  cus- 

I  tomary  to  distinguish  landed  men  by  the  name 
of  their  estates,  I  had  thus  two  titles,  Dalblair 
and  young  Anchinleck.  So  my  friend,  in 
iiaitation  of 

*•  All  bail,  Macbeth !  hail  to  thee.   Thane  of 
Cawdor  r 

eondesoeoded  to  amuse  himself  with  uttering 

*  An  bail,  DaBJairf  hail  to  thee,  Laird  of  AueMn- 

We  sot  to  Fores  at  night,  and  found  an 
sdmiraUe  inn,  in  which  Dr.  Johnson  was 
pteaaed  to  meet  with  a  landlord,  who  styled 
ctouelf  **  Wine-Cooper,  from  London.** 

Friday^  Aug,  27. — It  was  dark  when  we 
came  to  Fores  last  night;  so  we  did  not  see 
what  tt  called  King  Duncan's  monument.  *  I 
«ball  DOW  mark  some  gleanings  of  Dr.  John- 
»jq's  coDTersaUon.  I  spoke  of  Leonidas,  and 
cud  there  were  some  good  passages  in  it. 
Jtm3909.  ^Why,  you  must  seek  for  them.** 
He  taid,  Paul  Whitehead*s  Manners  was  a  poor 
l«n^irmaiice.  Speaking  of  Derrick,  he  told 
E»e  **  be  had  a  kiiuiness  for  him,  and  had  often 
uji,  thai  if  his  letters  had  been  written  by  one 
</  a  more  established  name,  they  would  have 
been  thought  Tery  pretty  letters. 

TW  moming  I  introduced  the  subject  of 
^  origin  of  eriL  Jomisoir.  ^  Moral  evil  is 
•ersMooed  by  free  will,  which  implies  choice 
t>tvea  gooi  and  eril.  With  all  tne  eril  that 
t^ere  is,  Uim  is  no  man  but  would  rather  be  a 
fme  agest,  than  a  mere  machine  without  the 
\  Til;  and  what  b  best  for  each  individual, 
be  beat  for  the  whole.  If  a  man  would 
b*  a  madiine,  I  cannot  vguo  with  him. 
He  M  a  diAsre&t  being  from  me.  Boawnx. 
-  A  nan,  as  a  machine,  may  have  agreeable 
ftr  instance,  he  may  have  pleasure 
JoHHSOM.  '^No,  Sir,  he  cannot 
in  music ;  at  leaat  no  power  of 
for  he  who  can  produce 

, .  mif  let  it  alone :  he  who  can  play  upon 

1  a  Mille  maybreak  it :  such  a  man  is  not  a 
**  Tliis  reasoning  satbfied  me.  It  is 
there  cannot  be  a  free  agent,  unless 


t 


«,  vrMMMBcad  ai  a  dis- 

,  M  It  b  wrtt(«n.  AmcMnlfek.    So  I 

bf  bte  lovrif ,  llvrlr.  and  Intelllf ent  fraikU 

I^y  Elliot,  of  «obb«,  who  wh  tnaCchod 

bf  M  carlj  dmb  In  ISM.  — Cboksk. 

•  MflDvnmt  (  a  bQM  eolamn  oo  tlia  roadside 

twtoty  iMt  bifb.  erected  In  eon- 

eCtbe  tnal  ralrcat  of  tbe  Danes  from  Scotland, 

Iweno'e  fltono.— WALTtn  Soorr. 

te  a  s^'oat  deal  of  preparation  before 
aerancnt.  The  nloiiter  of  the  parUh 
aa  to  tfMir  Staeee,  and  to  thoeo  o(  whom 


there  is  the  power  of  bcinz  evil  as  well  as 
good.  We  must  take  the  inherent  possibilities 
of  things  into  consideration,  in  our  reasonings 
or  conjectures  concerning  the  works  of  God. 

AVe  came  to  Nairn  to  breakfast.  Though  a 
county  town  and  a  royal  burgh,  it  is  a  miser- 
able  place.  Over  the  room  where  we  sat,  a 
girl  was  spinning  wool  with  a  ereat  wheel,  and 
singing  an  Erse  song :  ^*  1*11  warrant  you,** 
said  Dr.  Johnson,  **  one  of  the  songs  of  Ossian.** 
He  then  repeated  these  lines :  — 

**  Verae  sweetens  toil,  howeyer  rude  the  sound. 
All  at  her  work  the  village  maiden  sings; 
Nor,  while  she  turns  the  giddy  wheel  around. 
Revolves  the  sad  vicissitude  of  things."* 

I  thought  I  had  heard  these  lines  before. 
JoHMsoN.  **I  fancy  not,  Sir;  for  they  are 
in  a  detached  poem,  the  name  of  which  I  do 
not  remember,  written  by  one  Giflard,  a  par- 
son.** 

I  expected  Mr.  Kenneth  M^Aulay,  the  mi- 
nister of  Calder,  who  published  the  History  of 
St.  Kilda,  a  book  which  Dr.  Johnson  lised, 
would  have  met  us  here,  as  I  had  written  to 
him  from  Aberdeen.  But  I  received  a  letter 
from  him  telling  me  that  he  could  not  leave 
home,  as  he  was  to  administer  the  sacrament 
the  following  Sunday,  and  earnestly  request- 
ing to  see  us  at  his  manse.  "•  We'll  ^'*  said 
Dr.  Johnson;  which  we  accordingly  did.  Mrs. 
M'Aulay  received  us,  and  told  us  her  hus- 
band was  in  the  church  distributing  tokens.^ 
We  arrived  between  twelve  and  one  o'clock, 
and  it  was  near  three  before  he  came  to  us. 

Dr.  Johnson  thanked  him  for  his  book,  and 
said  **  it  is  a  very  pretty  piece  of  topography." 
M^Aulay  did  not  seem  much  to  mind  uie  com- 
pliment. From  his  conversation.  Dr.  John- 
son was  persuaded  that  he  had  not  written  the 
book  which  goes  under  his  name.  I  myself 
always  suspected  so ;  and  I  have  been  told  it 
was  written  by  the  learned  Dr.  John  M^Fher- 
son  of  Sky,  from  the  materials  collected  by 
M'Aula)r.  Dr.  Johnson  said  privately  to  me, 
^  There  is  a  combination  in  it  of  which  M^Aulay 
is  not  capable.**  ^  However,  he  was  exceed- 
ingly heritable;  and,  as  he  obligingly  pro- 
mised us  a  route  for  our  Tour  uirough  the 
Western  Isles,  we  agreed  to  stay  with  him  all 
night. 

After  dinner,  we  walked  to  the  old  castle  of 
Cidder  (pronounced  Cawder),  the  Thane  of 
Cawdor's  seat.    I  was  sorry  that  my  friend, 


he  aiipTOfas  gives  little  pieces  of  tia,  itaiBped  with  the  name 
of  the  parlih,  as  lotaw.  which  thejr  must  produce  before  re- 
ceiving It.  This  Is  a  inades  of  priesUf  power,  and  some. 
tioBOi  maj  be  abuied.  1  remember  a  lawtult  brought  bjr  a 
person  a^ost  his  parlih  minister,  for  refusing  him  admis- 
sion to  that  lacred  ordinance.  —  Boswnx. 

*  Mf  correipondent,  Mr.  Macphetsoa,  corroborates  the 
larmtae  of  Botweil  and  JohnKm,  and  ■ajrs,  that  Dr.  Ifac- 
pherson  was  certainly  the  author  of  Uie  book  which  goes 
under  M*Aulay*s  name.  The  doctor,  an  excellent  icholar, 
was  fiither  of  my  old  aequalntance,  Sir  John  Macphrrcoo, 
•ometlme  governor* general  of  India,  and  of  Dr.  Martin 
Macphersoo,  mentloued  lubsequenily.— Ciokbb,  1835. 
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this  **  prosperous  gentleman,** '  was  not  tbere. 
The  old  tower  must  be  of  sreat  aotiquitj. 
There  is  a  drawbridge  — what  has  been  a  moot 
—  and  an  ancient  court.  There  is  a  hawthorn 
tree,  which  rises  like  a  wooden  pillar  through 
the  rooms  of  the  castle ;  for,  by  a  strange  con- 
ceit, the  walls  have  been  built  round  it.  The 
thickness  of  the  walls,  the  small  slanting  win- 
dows, and  a  great  iron  door  at  the  entrance  on 
the  second  story  as  you  ascend  the  stairs,  all 
indicate  the  rude  times  in  which  this  castle 
was  erected.  There  were  here  some  large 
Tcnerable  trees.  * 

I  was  afraid  of  a  quarrel  between  Dr.  John- 
son and  Mr.  M^Aulay,  who  talked  slightingly 
of  the  lower  Enslish  clergy.  The  Doctor  gave 
him  a  frowning  look,  and  said,  ^  This  is  a  day 
of  novelties :  I  have  seen  old  trees  in  SeoUand, 
and  I  have  heard  the  English  clergy  treated 
with  disrespect*' 

I  dreaded  that  a  whole  evening  at  Calder 
manse  woukl  be  heavy ;  however,  Mr.  Grant, 
an  intelligent  and  well-bred  minister  in  the 
neighbourhood,  was  there,  and  assisted  us  by 
his  conversation.  Dr.  Johnson,  talking  of 
hereditary  occupations  in  the  Highlands^  said, 
^  There  is  no  harm  in  sucha  custom  as  this ; 
but  it  is  wrong  to  enforce  it,  and  oblige  a 
man  to  be  a  tulor  or  a  amiUi,  beesuse  his 
father  has  been  one.**  This  custom,  however,. 
is  not  peculiar  to  our  Highlands;  it  is  well 
known  that  in  Indiai  a  similar  practice  pre- 
vails. 

Mr.  M^Aulay  began  a  rhapsody  affainai creeds 
and  confessionSk  Dr.  Jcmnson  showed,  that 
**  what  he  called  imponHan^  was  only  a  vc^n- 
tary  declaration  of  agreement  in  certain  articles 
of  faith,  which  a  church  has  a  ri^it  to  raqnirev 
just  as  any  other  society  can  insist  on  oertaiB 
rules  being  observed  by  its  members.  Nobody 
is  compelled  to  be  of  the  church,  as  nobody  la 
oompelled  to  enter  into  a  society.**  Thia  was 
a  very  dear  and  just  view  of  the  subject ;  but 
M^Aulay  ca«dd  not  be  driven  out  of  his  track. 
Dr.  Johnson  aaid,  ^Sir,  you  are  a  bigot  to 

Mr.  M^Aidar  and  I  laid  the  map  of  Scotland 
before  us ;  and  he  pointed  out  a  nmie  for  us 
from  Inverness,  by  Fort  Augustus,  to  Glenelg, 
Sky,  Mull,  loolmkil^  Lorn,  and  Invetary, 
which  I  wrote  down.  As  my  father  was  to 
begin  the  nortfaem  ciitmit  about  the  IBik  of 


^  Mr.  Cunpbell  of  Civder  vat  elevatod  to  the  pecraga  lo 
1796,  l»]r  the  iMt>  of  Lord  Cawdor.  —  Lockhait. 

*  CawdiT  Cattle,  here  described,  haa  been  rinee  much 
damaitcd  by  Are.  —  W*LTia  ScoTT. 

'  Johnaon  tn  bla  own  Jitmmep  taya  on  iMi  anl^act,  **Tfl« 
iD<i«t  Iwameil  of  lh«  Scoitlab  Doctor*  woald  no«r  fladlf 
admit  a  form  of  prajrer  If  th«  saofita  would  andiira  tt. 
The  >aai  or  raga  of  eoogragaCieoa  ma  Ita  dMhiaiit 


Sentember,  it  was  necessary  for  iii  either  to 
make  our  tour  with  great  ezpeditkn,  so  u  to 
get  to  Attchinleck  before  he  set  out,  or  to  pro- 
tract it,  so  as  not  to  be  there  till  hit  retunit 
which  would  be  about  the  10th  of  October. 
By  M^Anlay*8  c^leulatian,  we  were  not  to  land 
in  Lorn  till  the  20th  of  Sentember.  I  though; 
that  the  interruptions  by  bad  dayi,  or  bj  oc- 
casional excursions,  might  make  it  ten  diji 
later  ;  and  I  thought,  too,  that  we  might  pe^ 
haps  go  to  Benbecula,  and  visit  ClaDraiudJ, 
which  would  take  a  week  of  itself, 

Dr.  Johnson  went  up  with  ^ir.  Grtnt  to  the 
library,  which  consisted  of  a  tolersblc  collec- 
tion ;  but  the  Doctor  thought  it  rather  s  Utit't 
library,  with  some  Latin  books  in  it  bv  chiPi>^, 
than  the  library  of  a  clei^man.    It  hul  ocU 
two  of  the  Latin  fathers,  and  one  of  the  Grtsk 
fathers  in  Latin-    I  doubted  whether  Dr.  John- 
son would  be  present  at  a  presbvteriao  pnjcr. 
I  UAd  Mr.  M'Aulay  so,  and  said  that  the  Um^ 
tor  might  sit  in  the  library  while  we  were  at 
family  wership.    Mr.  M'Auky  said,  he  woui o 
omit  it,  rather  than  give  Dr.  Johnson  offt>i»cc. 
but  I  would  by  no  means  agree  that  sd  escM 
of  politeness,  even  to  no  great  a  msn,  sbould 
prevent  what  I  esteem  as  one  of  the  b»t  pKO 
regulationa.    I  knew  notUng  more  bewtictA^ 
more  comfortable,  more  agreesbles  thsa  thai 
the  little  societies  of  eaoh  Uawlj  shoeU  rt^it.- 
lariy  assemble,  and>  unite  in  pfaise  and  pnf<t 
to  onr  heavenly  £^fclheE,  ikouk  whoa  «e  i:ux,y 
receive  so  mueh    goad,   and  may  hope  ft« 
more  in  a  higher  stale  of  eKistsnce.    I  a»*' 
tioned  to  Dr.  Jelmseii  tlie  over-delicaie  9^- 
puloaity  of  our  boat.    He  said*  he  had  r.' 
objeelion  to  hear  the  prayen     This  «•*  • 
pleasing  surprise  to  me ;  for  be  reftttsd  to  r 
and  hear  Pkincipal  Robeiiaon  nrearh     **  I  *^ 
hear  Urn,**  Mid  he» «« if  be  will  get  up  »<•  ^ 
tree  aad  preaeh ;  butl  willnotpve  asttru«^ 
by  my  presence^  to  a  preabvtenan  asscnhiT." 

"^Mn  Grant  hari^  P»7«^  ^'  ^''^^"^ 
said,  his  myer  wa»  a  Tery  good  one,  bet  o^ 
jeeted  to  his  not  hagHng:  introdnoed  the  I»*<  < 
Frsfec^  He  toMiUs»  that  sm  Italian  of  «>^ 
note  in  London  said  onoe  to  him,  **Wc  M 
in  onr  service  a  pmyer  catted  thei^aCsr  A«^ 
which  la  a  very  fia»  coaBipoeitiQB.  1  '^"^ 
who  ia  the  anthor  of  k.**  A  nutfulsr  **'''1 
of  ignonmee  in  a  man  of  aome  utefakve  m 
genoral  inquiry  I  ^ 


la  aona  pariahw  Iho  Lord*a  Prmrer  la  u»9end :  hi  oO*  ^ 
la  atlU  rejcctad  m  a  fonn,  and  bo  that  aboukl  vafcr  ■*  "^J 
bif  auppflcaKloa.  would  ba  aoapocMd  of  bcmini  fra«<«  * 

ySi^lfcrpbatawii  thoatie  th^  tMi  wm  Bonitf-Mi 
tbrtwo  I  ah— Id  hai  ■  i  tbaf  aiiiwa i  a  Mairtarfs  (t^  *^ 

ia.tnt>t  betaiaawdir 
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Fort  Gmnf,  —  ^tr  AddpheuM  On^toa.  —  LuwA 
and  ffarbmrtoiu  —  ZHwur  at  Sir  Eyre  CooUb,  — 
Tht  Siogt,  —  Afirv.  CtMer.  —  Mr*,  dive,  — Mrs, 

PrUekard.  — hnenuu,  —  Maebeth*s    Cattlt 

JVfr.    ThraUU     Brttcery.  —    **  Pereffrinity."  — 
Coinage  o/ntm  WardM.  -—Johnaon  on  Horseback. 

—  A  Higkiand  Hut.  —  Fort  Augustus, —  Governor 
Trapand  -—  Anoeh.  ~-  EmigrtOhn,  —  Goldsmith, 

—  A  Skip  a  JaiL  —  Glenskeal.  —  The  MaeraoM, 
^  The  RaUakin.  —  Glenelg, 

Satiardey^  Axg.  28. — Db.  Johksoh  had  brou|;ht 
a  Sallust  wi&  him  in  bis  pocket  from  Edin- 
burgh. He  gave  it  last  night  to  Mr.  M^Aulay*s 
eon,  a  smart  jounff  lad  about  eleven  years  old. 
Dr.  Johnaon  had  giyen  an  account  of  the 
edueation  at  Oxibrd,  in  all  its  gradations.  The 
adrantage  of  beiae  a  servitor  to  a  youth  of 
little  ibnane  atnidc  Mrs.  M*Aulay  much.  I 
oh»rved  it  alovd.  Dr.  Jbhmon  very  hand- 
•oiodj  and  IoimUt  said,  that,  if  thej  would 
Kod  their  barf  to  him,  when  he  was  i«ad}r  for 
theaaivenitjyliewoiildget  him  made  a  servitor, 
and  perhaps  would  do  more  ibr  him.  He 
could  not  praoBse  to  do  more ;  but  wcmld  un- 
dertake for  the  asFvitorahip. ' 

I  should  have  mmtionflid  thai  Mr.  White,  a 
WelshmaBt  'vvho  has  been  many  years  factor 
(t.0.  steward)  on  the  estate  of  Calder,  drank 
lea  with  ns  lasit  night;  aad^  upon  getting  a 
note  from  Mr.  M*Anlay,aaked  ns  to  his  houses 
We  had  not  tixne  to-  accept  of  hia  invitatiim. 
He  gave  na  »  letter  of  mtroduction  to  Mr. 
Fenie,  master  of  atorea  at  Fort  George.  He 
^oved  it  to  me.  It  recommended  ^  two  cele- 
brated gentlemen ;  no  less  than  Dr.  Johnson, 
o»&or  cf  km  JHetumary^  and  Bir.  Boswell, 
known  at  Ediabuvgh  by  the  name  of  PaoH.*^ 
He  aadf  he  hoped  I  had  no  objection  to  what 
lie  had  written  ;  if  I  had,  he  would  alter  it.  I 
thought  it  was  a  pity  to  check  his  efiuaions, 
lod  acqniesoed ;  takmg  care,  however,  to  seal 
the  letter^  that  it  might  not  appear  that  I  had 
Teadit 

A  oonveraation  took  place  about  saying  gxace 
stbrsakfasi  O"  we  do  in  Scotland),  aa  well  aa 
tt  dinner  and  aappor;  in  which  Dr.  Johnson 
fiaid,  **  It  is  enough  if  we  have  stated  seasons 
of  prayer;  no  matter  when.  A  man  may  as 
well  pray  when  he  mounts  hia  horse,  or  a 
woman  when  she  mUks  her  cow  (which  Mr. 
Orant  told  us  is  done  in  the  Highlands),  as  at 
meals ;  and  custom,  is  to  be  followed.*** 


'Dr 

tat 


dU  not  neglect  what  he  had  undertaken. 
with  the  Rer.  Dr.  Adoma,  master  of  Pern- 
OtOarAt  whmre  be  waa  Bdmat^d  for  aeane 
ryoMasM'Aaila;^.    Bet  it 


iitbe 

the 

1 


niee,the 


to  have  *  ife  ohonsht  Ikel,  fn«  enjr  01^ 
a»«em  ummflmm  ttao  the  lagliali. 
iShraekftafe^aeeeanyethermeal.    k 
■Mai  we  Inve.    Dr.  Jidmnun  hee  allowed 
MhatLlO'  SeellaikL  ~  BeefriKft. 
AtafMlnlaii  Traveller,  foand  in  the  auaala  ef 


We;  proceeded  to  Fort  Geerge.  When  we 
came  into  the  square,  I  sent  a  soldier  with  the 
letter  to  Mr.  Feme.  He  eame  to  ns  imme- 
diatdv,  and  along,  with  him  Major  Brewse  of 
the  Engineers^  pronounced  Bruce.  He  said 
he  believed  it  waa  originally  the  same  Norman 
name  with  Bruce:  uiat  he  had  dined  at  a 
house  in  London,  where  were  three  Bruces, 
one  of  the  Irish  line,  one  of  the  Scottish  line, 
and  himself  of  the  English  line.  He  said  he 
was  shown  it  in  the  Herald*s  Office,  spelt  four- 
teen different  ways. '  I  told  him  Uie  different 
spellings  of  mv  name.  Dr.  Johnson  observed, 
that  tl^e  had  been  great  disputes  about  the 
spelling  of  Shakspeare*s  name ;  at  last  it  was 
thoi^ht  it  would  be  settled  by  looking  at  the 
original  copy  of  his  will;  but,  upon  examining 
it,  Be  was  found  to  have  written  it  himself  no 
less  than  three  difierent  way&  ^ 

Mr.  Feme  and  Major  &%wse  first  carried 
us  to  wait  on  Sir  Syre  Coote,  whose  regiment, 
the  37th,  was  lying  here»  and  who  then  com- 
manded the  fort.  He  asked  us  to  dine  with 
him,  which  we  agreed  to  do. 

JSiefoTB  dinner  we  examined  the  fort.  The 
Major  explained  the  fortification  to  us,  and 
Mr.  Feme  gave  ua  an  account  of  the  stores. 
Dr.  Johnson  talked  of  the  proportions  of  char- 
coal and  saltpetre  in  making  gunpowder,  ef 
granulating  it,  and.  of  giving  it  a  gloss.  He 
made  a  very  good  figure  upon  these  topics. 
He  said  to  me  afterwards,  that  **  he  had  talked 
ostentatiously.**  We  reposed  ourselves  a  little 
in  Mr.  Feme*s  house.  He  had  every  thing  in 
neat  order  as  in  Bngland ;  and  a  tolerable  col- 
lection of  boQk&  I  looked  into  Fennant^s  Tour 
in  Scotland.  He  says  little  of  this  ftjrt^  but 
that  ^*  the  barracks,  &c.  formed  several  streets.** 
This  is  agjprandising,  Mr.  Feme  observed,  if 
he  had  said  they  form  a  square,  with  a  row  of 
buildings  before  it,  he  would  have  given  a 
juster  description.  Dr.  Johnson  remarked, 
**How  seldom  descriptions  correspond  with 
realities ;  and  the  reason  is,  the  people  do  not 
write  them  till  some  time  after,  and  then  their 
im^ination  has  added  circumstances.** 

We  talked  of  Sir  Adolphus  Ou^hton.  The 
Major  said,  he  knew  a  great  deal  for  a  military 
man.  Johksos.  *^  Sir,  yow  will  find  few  men, 
of  any  profession,  who  know  more.  Sir  Adol- 
phus is  a  yerj  eztraardinary  man;  a  mon  of 
boundless  curiosity  and  unwearied  diligence.** 

I  know  not  how  the  Major  contrived  to  in- 
troduce the  contest  between  Warburton  and 
Lowth.  JoBKeov.  '^'Wu-barton  kept  his 
temper  all  ahm^  while  Lowth  was  in  a  passion. 


that  region  a  king  named  Brus,  which  he  choosei  to  con- 
sider the  genuine  orthographj  of  the  name.  Thii  circum- 
■tanee  oeeaiioaed  leaae  ailrtb  at  the  coart  ofGendar.. 
WaDMni'  SaoTT. 

«-  It  U  new  mM  that  flMe  qneatloa  i»  lettled  tj  aa 
aaSiiiPajia  ta  a  volMno  (florio)'lta  the  BrMah  Mtueun ;  but 
thowah  ttae-troateee  gave  atauvv^uai  for  the  booh,  and  that 
Sir  H»  Mhdden  haa  writtea  a  panphlct  to  prove  the  wKUng 
genuine,  I  confett  that  it  appean  to  me  rery  apocryphal  — 
m  fiua,  aa  I  aaapeet,  another  ef  tlM  maar  Shakeipearlan 
i,  laift 
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Lowth  published  some  of  Warbarton's  letters. 
Warburton  drew  him  on  to  write  some  very 
abusive  letters,  and  then  asked  his  leave  to 
publish  them;  which  he  knew  Lowth  could 
not  refuse,  after  what  he  had  done.  So  that 
Warburton  contrived  that  he  should  publish, 
apparently  with  Lowth*s  consent,  what  could 
not  but  show  Lowth  in  a  disadvantageous 
light." « 

At  three  the  drum  beat  for  dinner.  I,  for  a 
little  while,  fancied  myself  a  military  man,  and 
it  pleased  me.  We  went  to  Sir  Eyre  Coote*s, 
at  the  govemor*s  house,  and  found  him  a  most 
gentleman -like  man.  His  lady  is  a  very  agree- 
able woman,  with  an  uncommonly  mild  and 
sweet  tone  of  voice.  There  was  a  pretty  large 
company:  Mr.  Feme,  Major  Brewse,  and 
several  officers.  Sir  Eyre  had  come  from  the 
East  Indies  by  land,  through  the  deserts  of 
Arabia.  He  told  us,  the  Arabs  could  live  five 
days  without  victuals,  and  subsist  for  three 
weeks  on  nothinc  else  but  the  blood  of  their 
camels,  who  could  lose  so  much  of  it  as  would 
suffice  for  that  time,  without  being  exhausted. 
He  highlv  praised  the  virtue  of  the  Arabs ;  their 
fidelity,  if  they  undertook  to  conduct  any  per- 
son ;  and  said,  they  would  sacrifice  their  lives 
rather  than  let  him  be  robbed.  Dr.  Johnson, 
who  is  always  for  maintaining  the  superiority 
of  civilised  over  uncivilised  men,  said,  ^  Why, 
Sir,  I  can  see  no  superior  virtue  in  this.  A 
sergeant  and  twelve  men,  who  are  my  suard, 
will  die  rather  than  that  I  shall  be  robbed." 
Colonel  Pennington,  of  the  37th  regiment^  took 
up  the  argument  with  a  good  deal  of  spirit  and 
ingenuity.  PfiNNiNOTOif .  *^  But  the  soldiers 
are  compelled  to  this,  by  fear  of  punishment.** 
JoHNSOM.  **Well,  Sir,  the  Arabs  are  com- 
pelled bv  the  fear  of  infamy.*'  PEmmfOTOsr. 
**  The  soldiers  have  the  same  fear  of  infamy, 
and  the  fear  of  punishment  besides ;  so  have 
less  virtue ;  because  they  act  less  voluntarily.** 
Lady  Coote  observed  very  well,  that  it  ought 
to  be  known  if  there  was  not,  among  the  Arabs, 
some  punishment  for  not  being  faithful  on 
such  ocasions. 

We  talked  of  the  stage.  I  observed,  that 
we  had  not  now  such  a  company  of  actors  as 
in  the  last  age ;  Wilks,  Booth,  &c  &c.  Johh- 
soir.  ^  You  think  so,  because  there  is  one  who 
excels  all  the  rest  so  much ;  you  compare  them 
with  Garrick,  and  see  the  deficiency.  Garrick*s 
great  distinction  is  his  universality.  He  can 
represent  all  modes  of  life,  but  that  of  an  easy 
fine-bred  gentleman.***  PssmiRGToir.  **Ke 
should  give  over  playing  young  parts.**  Jomr- 
BON.    ^  He  does  not  take  them  now ;  but  be 


1  Hera  Dr.  Jobnaon  gsva  vt  part  of  a  eooTerMlloii  held 
between  a  great  pertooafe  and  him.  In  the  library  at  the 
Qiiren's  palace,  to  the  eoune  of  which  this  oonteit  waa  eon- 
•idcred.  I  have  been  at  great  paiot  to  get  that  conversatloo 
a«  pe'Tff'ctlf  preaerved  aa  poaaible.  It  roaj  perhaps  at  aone 
future  lime  be  eiTen  to  tbe  public.  —  Boswux.  It  la  glvea 
«nir ,  p.  >H4.  —  Caoaaa. 

*  Gariick,  on  the  other  band.  u*ed  to  tell  that  Johoaon 
waa  Mt  Ignorant  of  what  the  manners  of  a  fine  gentleman 
were,  that  be  aaid  of  tome  itroller  at  Lichfield,  that  there 


does  not  leave  off  those  which  he  has  been  uatd 
to  plajr,  because  he  does  them  better  than  any  , 
one  eue  can  do  them.  If  you  had  genenttons 
of  actors,  if  they  swarmed  like  bees,  the  younc 
ones  might  drive  off  the  old.  Mrs.  Gibber,  1  . 
think,  cot  more  reputation  than  she  deserrei 
as  she  had  a  great  sameness ;  though  her  ex- 
pression was,  undoubtedly,  very  fine.  Mn. 
Clive  was  the  best  player  I  ever  saw.  Mn. 
Pritchard  was  a  very  ^ood  one ;  but  she  had 
something  affected  in  ner  manner :  I  imagine 
she  had  some  player  of  the  former  age  in  bcr 
eye,  which  occasioned  it.** 

Colonel  Pennington  said,  Garrick  sometimes 
failed  in  emphasis ;  as,  for  instance,  in  Hamltrt, 

**  I  will  speak  da{fger$  to  bcr ;  but  use  aoar,* 
instead  of 

"  I  will  apcoi  daggers  to  her ;  but  war  none.* 

We  had  a  dinner  of  two  complete  courses 
variety  of  wines,  and  the  regimental  ban^l  ut 
music  playing  in  the  sauare,  before  thewindovi, 
after  it.     I  enjoved  tnis  day  much.    We  wen* 

n'  3  easy  and  cheerfid.    Dr.  Johnson  sud "') 
always  remember  this  fort  with  grati- 
tude.**    I  could  not  help  bemg  struck  «i'i 
some  admiration,  at  finding  upon  this  barrcD 
sandy  point  such  buildings,  aucb  a  dinner,  ^^^ 
company:  it  waa  like  enchantment.   Dr.  John* 
son,  on  the  other  hand,  said  to  me  more  t> 
tionally,  that  *'  it  did  not  strike  Aim  as  arr 
thing  extraordinary;  because  he  knew,  b<7t 
was  a  large  sum  of  money  expended  in  build  it; 
a  fort ;  here  was  a  regiment.    If  there  ^ 
been  less  than  what  we  found,  it  would  h^ic 
surprised  him.**    He  looked  coolly  and  ^^' 
berately  through  all  the  gradations :  aty  wars 
imagination  jumped  from  the  barren  sand^  t^ 
the  splendid  dinner  and  brilliant  oompanj ,  to 
borrow  the  expression  of  an  abstird  jwet, 

<«  Without  ands  or  tft. 
I  leapt  from  off  the  sands  upcm  the  clii&* 

I 

The  whole  scene  gave  me  a  strong  impres?  :• 
of  the  power  and  excellence  of  human  arl 

We  left  the  fort  between  six  and  wv.i 
o*clock :  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  Colonel  Penninirt;c» 
and  several  more,  accompanied  us  down  rtan** 
and  saw  us  into  our  chaise.  There  could  »**• 
be  greater  attention  paid  to  any  Tisitor».  >? 
Eyre  spoke  of  the  hardships  which  Dr.  Jiibr^c 
had  before  him.  Boswxuu  •«  Constdcrtr.: 
what  he  has  said  of  us,  we  must  nake  bin  ini 
something  rough  in  Scotland.**  Sir  Errv  «ii  t 
to  him,  ^  You  must  change  jfmr  name,  ^-^^  * 
BoswBLL.    *•  Av,  to  Dr.  MkYregor."  •  , 

We  got  safely  to  Inverness,  and  put  up  N 
Mackenzie's  inn.    Mr.  Keith,  the  coucctar  « 


a  cowrtiff  wi9^citff  abovt  hmi  \ 
Garrick,  **  he  vm  the  moat  mlgw 
boenis/*~(^j«/.  ISth  March,  \m\ 
dlScult,  though,  perhepe,  not  the 
actor**  art.  to  to  rutch  the  light 
able  life  ;  but  If  Garrick,  who 
•ocietT.  had  not  tht*  quaiily, 

POSMWI  It  ?—  CKOKia 

'  The  dan  and 
Caoaaa. 


<^T.64. 


BOSWELL'S  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


305 


excise  here,  mj  old  acquaintance  at  Ajr,  who 
hid  seen  lu  at  the  fort,  visited  us  in  the  evening, 
ud  eoga^  us  to  dine  with  him  next  day, 
promising  to  breakfast  with  us,  and  take  us  to 
tiie  Enffhsh  chapel ;  so  that  we  were  at  once 
commodiously  arranged. 

Xot  finding  a  letter  here  that  I  expected,  I 
felt  t  momentary  impatience  to  be  at  home. 
Transient  clouds  darkened  mj  imagination, 
lod  in  those  clouds  I  saw  events  from  which  I 
shrunk :  but  a  sentence  or  two  of  the  Ram- 
bler's conversation  gare  me  firmness,  and  I 
/  oofuidered  that  I  was  upon  an  expedition  for 
which  I  had  wished  for  years,  ana  the  recol- 
lection of  which  would  be  a  treasure  to  me  for 
life. 

SsMiiy,  ili^.  29.  — Mr.  Keith  breakfasted 
vith  vs.  Dr.  Johnson  expatiated  rather  too 
stronglv  upon  the  benefits  aerived  to  Scotland 
from  the  Union,  and  the  bad  state  of  our 
^nple  before  it.  I  am  entertained  with  his 
'  ^vpKNis exaggeration  upon  that  subject;  but 
J  I  am  onesiy  when  people  are  by,  who  do  not 
I  know  htm  as  well  as  I  do,  and  may  be  apt  to 
'  think  him  Barrow-minded.^  I  therefore  diverted 
tiieiab^ 

He  English  chapel,  to  which  we  went  this 

noniing,  was  but  mean.    The  altar  was  a  bare 

ir  table,  with  a  coarse  stool  for  kneeling  on, 

I  fiorered  with  a  piece  of  thick  sailcloth  doubled, 

I  V  vty  of  cuanion.     The  congregation  was 

I  nail    Mr.  Tait,  the  clergyman,  r^d  prayers 

,  *0T  wdl,  though  with  much  of  the  Scotch 

jc^^t.  He  preached  on  ^  Love  your  enemies.** 

^<  VM  renarkable  that,  when  talking  of  the 

noneetions  amongst  men,  he  said,  t&t  some 

'''^^iMcted  themselvea  with  men  of  distinguished 

^Ca ;  sod  since  they  could  not  equu  them, 

^  to  deck  themselves  with  their  merit,  by 

^^  their  compnmons.    The  sentence  was  to 

^  porpoae.    It  had  an  odd  coincidence  with 

v!ut  might  be  said  of  my  connecting  myself 

*i^  i>r.  Johnson. 

^^  chnrch,  we  walked  down  to  the  quay. 
«^e  then  went  to  Macbcth*s  castle  ?*  I  had  a 
'^"vatie  ssrisfsction  in  seeing  Dr.  Johnson 
KSoaOj  in  it.  It  perfectly  corresponds  with 
^^•kfpearc*s  descnptKm,  which  Sir  Joshua 
aetBoUs  has  so  happily  iUustrated,  in  one  of 
^  notes  on  oar  immortal  poet :  — 


'  Jliii  eHCls  hath  a  pkasaot  teat:  the  air 
^laMy  and  sweetly  ificwmmencli  ttadf 
t'aio  oer  coitle  acnscb'*  &e. 


^'t.  u  we  came  out  of  it,  a  raven  perched  on 
\'^  if  the  chimney-tops,  snd  croaxed.  Then 
•^Tested 


Dr.  Mmmm  rMd  tbft  fenti*  re> 

BOClOt  of  U  to  OM.-.  BotWILU 

-_  of  the  royal  fortrost,  which 

abovUDS-froco.  It  hH  rocentlr 

Seoi.  vol.  UK),  that  If  HaelMth 

hood  at  all,  it  nuit  ha?e  beoo 

roiai.  —  CBAMBsaa,  1838k 

'•  rttako  to  tho  Lady  at  Icait 
?^Cbokib. 


M 


The  raven  himself  is  hoarse. 


That  croaks  the  fatal  entrance  of  Duncan 
Under  my  batdements.** 

We  dined  at  Mr.  Keith's.  Mrs.  Keith  was 
rather  too  attentive  to  Dr.  Johnson,  asking  him 
many  questions  about  his  drinkin?  only  water. 
He  repressed  that  observation,  by  sayins  to 
me,  **  xou  may  remember  that  Lady  iSrol 
took  no  notice  of  this.**  ^ 

Dr.  Johnson  has  the  happy  art  (for  which  I 
have  heard  my  father  praise  the  old  Earl  of 
Aberdeen)  ^  of  instructing  himself,  by  making 
every  man  he  meets  tell  him  something  of  what 
he  knows  best  He  led  Keith  to  tSkUc  to  him 
of  the  excise  in  Scotland ;  and,  in  the  course 
of  conversation,  mentioned  that  hb  friend  Mr. 
Thrale,  the  great  brewer,  paid  twentv  thousand 
pounds  a  year  to  the  revenue ;  and  that  he  had 
four  casks,  each  of  which  holds  sixteen  hundred 
barrels  —  above  a  thousand  hogsheads. 

Afler  this  there  was  little  conversation  that 
deserves  to  be  remembered.  I  shall,  therefore, 
here  agiun  glean  what  I  have  omitted  on  for- 
mer days.  Dr.  Grerard,  at  Aberdeen,  told  us, 
that  when  he  was  in  Wales,  he  was  shown  a 
valley  inhabited  by  Danes,  who  still  retain 
their  own  language,  and  are  (juite  a  distinct 
people.  Dr.  Johnson  thought  it  could  not  be 
true,  or  all  the  kingdom  must  have  heard  of  it. 
He  said  to  me,  as  we  travelled,  *'  These  people. 
Sir,  that  Gerard  talks  of,  may  have  somewhat 
oi  VL  peregrimiy  in  their  dialect,  which  relation 
has  au^ented  to  a  different  languaffe.**  I 
asked  him  if  peregrimiy  was  an  English  word. 
He  laughed,  and  said,  ^  No.**  I  told  him  this 
was  the  second  time  ^t  I  had  heard  him  coin 
a  word.  When  Foote  broke  his  leg,  I  observed 
that  it  would  make  him  fitter  for  taking  off 
George  Faulkner  as  Peter  Paragraph,  poor 
Greoi*^  having  a  wooden  1^.  Dr.  Johnson  at 
that  time  said,  ^^Geoi^e  wifl  rejoice  at  the  de^ 
pediiatian  of  Foote ;  *^and  when  I  challenged 
that  word,  laughed,  and  owned  he  had  made  it, 
and  added  that  he  had  not  made  above  three 
or  four  in  his  Dictionary.* 

Havinff  conducted  Dr.  Johnson  to  our  inn, 
I  begged  permission  to  leave  him  for  a  little, 
that  Tmigbt  run  about  and  pay  some  short 
visits  to  several  good  people  of  Inverness.  He 
said  to  me,  **  You  have  all  the  old-fashioned 
principles,  good  and  bad."  I  acknowle^  I 
nave.  That  of  attention  to  relations  in  the 
remotest  degree,  or  to  worthy  persons  in  every 
state,  whom  I  have  once  known,  I  inherit  frmn 
my  father.  It  gave  me  much  satisfaction  to 
hear  every  body  at  Inverness  speak  of  him 


«  WUllam  Gordco,  laeoiiABari  of  Abordoaii,  who  died  in 
1746L  ~.  Cboeiw. 

*  When  upon  tba  labjoct  of  thli  peregrM^iM  told  mo 
some  iMrtlcttlan  ooncamlnf  the  conpUatlon  of  his  Dtctioo* 
ary,  and  coneernlnt  his  tnrowinff  olT  Lord  ChasterSald's 
patroDSfo.  of  which  rery  erroiMoos  accounts  havo  been  ar* 
eolated.  These  parttcnlars.  with  others  that  he  afterwards 
sare  ase,  as  also  his  celebrated  letter  to  Lord  Chmterlleld, 
which  he  dictated  to  me,  1  reserre  for  the  LiHs. —Boiwiu.. 
floe  them  all,  oml,  p.  M.  n  sef .  —  C. 
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with  unoominon  resard.  Mr.  Keith  and  Mr. 
Grant,  whom  we  hud  seen  at  Mr.  M^Anlay*s, 
sapped  witli  ns  at  the  inn.  We  had  roasted 
kid,  which  Dr.  JohhsoB  had  never  tasted  be- 
fore.   He  relished  it  mnch. 

Monday^  Avg^.  SO.  —This  daj  we  were  to 
begin  our  eyintotfow,  aa  I  said;  for /would 
seeds  make  a  word  too.  It  is  remarkable,  thai 
my  noble,  and  to  me  moat  conatant,  friend,  the 
£arl  of  Pembroke '  (who,  if  there  is  too  nrach 
ease  on  m j  part,  will  please  to  pardon  what  his 
benevolent,  gay,  social  interooorse,  and  lively 
oorrenondenoe,  have  inaeBsibly  produced),  has 
since  hit  upon  the  very  same  word.  Hie  title 
of  the  first  edition  of  his  lordship^s  very  useful 
book  was,  in  simple  terms,  ^*A  Method  of 
Breaking  Horses  and  Teaching  Soldiers  to 
ride.**  llie  tide  of  the  aeoond  edition  is  ''MiU- 
tarv  £qaitation»'* 

We  might  have  taken  a  chaise  to  Fort  Au- 
gustas; but,  had  wenoi  hired  horses  at  Inver- 
nessi  we  should  not  have  found  them  afterwards : 
ao  we  resolved  to  begin  here  to  ride.  We  had 
three  horses,  fur  Dr.  Johnson,  mysdf,  and 
Joseph,  and  one  which  carried  our  portman* 
teausy  and  two  Highlanders  who  walked  along 
with  ua,  John  Hay  and  Lauchland  Vass,  whom 
Dr.  Johnson  has  remembered  with  credit  in  his 
JoumeVf  though  he  has  omitted  their  names. 
Dr.  Johnson  rode  rery  welL 

About  three  miles  beyond  Inverness,  wo  saw, 
just  b^  the  road,  a  very  complete  specimen  of 
what  IS  called  a  Druid*a  temple.  Ijiere  was  a 
double  circle,  one  of  very  large,  the  other  of 
smaller  stones.  Dr.  Johnson  justly  observed, 
that,  '*  to  go  and  see  one  druidical  temple  is  only 
to  see  that  it  is  nothing,  for  there  is  neither  art 
nor  powerin  it* ;  and  seeing  one  is  cmito  enough.** 

It  was  a  delightful  day.  Loch  Ness,  and  the 
rosd  i4)on  the  side  of  it,  shaded  with  birch 
trees,  and  the  hills  above  it,  pleased  us  much. 
The  scene  waa  aa  sequestered  and  agreeably 
wild  aa  could  be  desired,  and  for  a  time  en- 
grossed all  our  attention. 

To  see  Dr.  Johnson  in  any  new  sitoation  is 
alwavs  an  interesting  object  to  me ;  and,  as  I 
saw  him  now  for  the  first  time  on  horseback, 
jaunting  about  at  his  ease  in  quest  of  pleasure 
and  novelty,  the  very  difibrent  occ1^Nitiotts  of 
his  former  laborious  life,  his  admirable  pro- 


ductiona,  hia  ''London,**  his  ** Rambler,*'^ &c 
&c^  immediately  presented  themselyes  to  my 

f   Bund, and Uieoontcaat made* strong in^reasion 

I  on  mv  imagination. 

When  we  had  advanced  &  ^ood  way  by  the 
nde  of  Loch  Ness,  I  perceived  a  Lttle  hut, 
with  an  old-looking  woman  at  the  door  of  it. 
I  thought  here  might  be  a  scene  that  would 
amuse  Dr.  Johnson ;  so  I  mentioned  it  to  him. 
*^  Let*s  go  in,**  said  he.  We  dismounted,  and 
we  and  our  guides  entered  the  hut  It  waa  a 
wretched  little  hovel  of  earth  only,  I  think, 

»  nmuj,  tMitli  Evl.  born  I7SS.  dM  1794 Cmons. 

•  T^U  Mvmf  baMllr  Mid,  mA  pralMblv  wMi  rafm 
to  Umm  TOT7  poor  Scotttdi  iHCtaMMi  bot  JotaMo  kad 
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and  for  a  window  had  only  a  sdsH  hole,  vlueh 
was  stopped  with  a  piece  of  turf,  thit  vn 
taken  out  occasionally  to  let  in  light  h  the 
middle  of  the  room  or  spaee  which  «e  «nta«d 
was  a  fire  of  peat,  the  smoke  going  out  it  i 
hole  in  the  roof.  She  had  a  pot  npua  it,  with 
goat*B  flesh,  boiling.  There  waa  st  ene  end 
under  the  same  roof,  hot  divided  by  a  kind  of 
partition  made  of  wattles^  a  pen  or  fold  is 
which  we  saw  a  good  many  kida. 

Dr.  Johnaon  was  curious  to  know  where  ihe  | 
slept.    I  asked  one  of  the  guides,  who  qae»>  ' 
tioned  her  in  Erne.    SSie  answered  wiA  a  teae  ■ 
of  emotion,  saying  (as  he  told  us>,  ihe^  I 
afraid  we  wanted  to  go  to  bed  to  ner.   Iha  ^ 
coquetry,  or  whatever  it  may  be  called,  of  lo  - 
wretdied  a  being,  was  truly  Indieroos.   Dr. 
Johnson  and  I  afterwards  were  merry  vpoa  it 
I  said,  it  was  he  who  alarmed  the  poor  wonsa^  , 
rirtuc.  «*  No,  Sir,-  said  he,  «*she*fl  say,  'TV«  . 
came  a  wicked  voung  follow,  a  wild  diop,  vhs» 
I  believe,  would  have  ravished  me,  had  these  i 
not  been  with  him  a  grave  old  gentleDaa,  who  I 
repressed  him :  but  when  he  ^to  out  of  ih» 
sight  of  his  tutor,  Til  warrant  yon  hell  ipsff 
no  woman  he  meete,  young  or  old.**"— *  No. 
Sir,*'  I  repUed,  "she'll  say,  *  There  was  a  tern- 
ble  ruffian  who  would  have  foreed  me,  had  ^ 
not  been  for  a  civil  decent  young  nan,  who,  1 
take  it,  was  an  angd  sent  ftxm  heaiven  to  pie- 
tectme.*** 

Dr.  Johnson  would  not  hwrt  ber  debctff * 
by  insisting  on  ^  seeing  her  bed«dbamberrii^' 
Archer  in  the  Beaux  Stratasem.      But  ■; 
curiosity  was  more  ardent ;  I  li^^tcd  a  piM^  J 
of  paper,  and  went  into  the  |4ace  where  tW 
bea  was.  There  was  a  little  paatxtioB  of  wicker 
rather  more  neatly  done  than  that  for  the  fold. 
and  close  by  the  wall  waa  a  knid  of  bedstead 
of  wood,  with  heath  upon  it  hf  way  eCbed ;  tt 
the  foot  of  which  I  saw  some  aort  of  Manket* 
or  covering  rolled  up  in  a  heap.    The  womse  f 
name  was  Fraser ;   so  was  her  koaband^    Be 
was  a  man  of  eighty.    Mr.  Fkaau",  of  Balosia- 
allows  him  to  live  in  tiiia  hvt,  and  keep  sixty 
ffoats,  for  taking  care  of  hia  wooda,  where  W 
ttien  was.    'Hiey  had  fiv«  cfaildFen,  the  cMert 
only  thirteen.    Two  were  gone  to  Inauuesi  is 
buy  meal;  the  rest  were  ioefcang 
This  contented  family  had  fonr  at 
twenty*fonr  shcaives  in  each.     TVej  had  a  fir« 
fowb.    We  wera  infonned  thstt  tfae^  lived  «S 
the  spring  without  meal,  vpeo  wlk  and  rurdr 
and  whev  alone.  What  thev  get  Car  tbcirf;«an. 
kids,  and  fowls,  maintains  tacea  deri^  the  ret 
of  the  year. 

She  asked  us  to  sit  down  end  take  a  dram^ 
I  saw  one  chair.    She  said  afae 
aa  any  woman  in  Scotland.     Slse 
speak   any  English   except 
words.     Dr.jSmsonwaa  pleeeed  aft 
for  the  first  tune,  soeh  e  eteBln  «ff  kuasn  Ui 
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She  aakied  for  snufil  It  is  her  luxury,  and  she 
mes  a  great  deal  We  had  noae ;  but  gttve  her 
axpeaoe  ifMeoe.  She  then  lvou|^t  out  her 
winekj  bc»al&  I  tasted  it;  aa  did  Joseph  and 
oar  guides :  so  I  gave  her  aixpenoe  more.  She 
fleot  us  awaf  wtth  many  prefers  in  Erse. 

We  dined  at  a  pnblio  nooae  called  the 
QemmCs  EfU\  hitm  General  Wade,  who  was 
k)dj!ed  there  when  heeommanded  in  the  north. 
Near  it  is  the  meanest  paiaah  kirk  I  ever  saw. 
It  is  a  ahame  it  sboula  be  on  a  high  road.^ 
After  dinner  we  passed  throusift  a  good  deal  of 
Bouatamooa  count*;.  I  had  known  Mr.  Tra- 
pivd,  the  depnijogoTemor  of  Fort*Angiiata% 
twelve  years  ago^  at  a  circuit  at  Inverness, 
where  mj  father  was  judge.  I  sent  forward 
ooe  of  our  goidea,  and  Jos^h,  with  a  card  to 
him,  that  he  might  know  Vr.  Johnson  and  I 
were  commg  up,  learing  it  to  him  to  inrite  us 
or  not  It  was  dark  when  we  arrived.  The 
inn  wss  wretched.  Goyemment  ought  to  bnild 
one,  or  gire  the  resident  governor  an  additional 
ssUrjr ;  as  in  the  present  state  of  things,  he 
luttt  neoessarilj  be  put  to  a  great  expense  in 
entertainiz^  traTellecs.  Jos^h  announced  to 
ui,  when  we  alighted,  that  the  gowemor  waited 
for  OS  at  Ike  gate  of  the  fert.  We  walked  to 
it  He  met  U8»  and  with  much  civility  eon* 
ducted  us  to  his  house.  It  was  comfortable  to 
find  oonelwes  in  a  weUpbuilt  little  square,  and 
a  neatlj  furnished  house,  in  good  companj,  and 
with  a  good,  sapper  before  us ;  in  short,  with 
il|  the  oonvaiiencies  of  civilised  life,  in  the 
midst  of  rude  monntaina.  Mrs.  Tnapaad^  and 
the  govemor*8   daughter,  and  her  husband, 

SdL  Newmarah,  were  all  most  obliging  and 
lie.  The  governor  had  excellent  animal 
spirits,  the  conversation  of  &  soldier,  and  some- 
whst  of  a  Frenchman,  to  which  his  extraction 
entitles  him.  He  is  brother  to  General  Cjrus 
Trapaud.  We  passed  a  vot^  agreeable  evening. 
TModiw,  ALg,  31.  —  llie  governor  has  a 
Tcry  good  garden.  We  look«L  at  it,  and  at 
the  rest  of  tbe  £irt,  which  is  bat  small,  and 
Qttj  ha  commanded  from  a  varietj  of  hiUa 
nosDd.  We  also  lodced  at  the  gallej  or  sloop 
bdoQging  to  the  ibrt,  which  sails  upon  the 
Uich,  and  brino  what  is  wanted  fix  the  garri* 
ton.  Ciq>tmnaUr]e  and  Darippe,  of  the  l«ith 
nsf^iffient  of  foot,  breakfasted  with  us.  They 
W  served  in  America,  and  entertained  Dr. 
Johnaon  much  with  an  account  of  the  Indians. 
He  asid  he  oould  make  a  very  prettjr  book  out 
of  them,  were  he  to  staj  there.  Governor 
Tnpsud  was  much  struck  with  Dr.  Johnson, 
'^luketohear  him,"  said  he,  ^*  it  is  ao  mi^jestic. 


R  It  T«y  odd.  Hut  when  theM  raub  w«re  nude,  there 
oo  otftt  taken  for  ImmM»  The  Kim^»  Hamae.  and  the 
t  Jiac  are  mlMrablc  dUom  ;  but  the  prqj^ct  *o<l 
erepurel^f  military.  —  Waltkh  Scott. 
mtXn  matti  leenu  to  have  been  not  fior  the  iniMui* 
Ofit  of  Che  Uft.  Irat  that  It  abould  have  been  unluckiljr 
|w>d  ta  M  MbAIr  a  tltaatioQ.  ~  Cmkbk. 

'  J  ^PQiiacn  Is  n.  HIeMandi  vrade  of  expreulon.  An 
ccfl^haun  would  aajp  ame  M'Queen  But  where  there  are 
y*«»  er  trihea  of  men,  dittinguiahed  by  patroajnaic  tur* 
the  tedMduabof  each  am  ceoaidcrad  a»  if  the/  warn 


ptaiii 


I  should  be  glad  to  hear  him  8|w>k  in  yoiir 
eourc"  He  pressed  ua  to  stay  dinner ;  but  I 
considered  that  we  had  a  rode  road  before  us, 
which  we  oould  more  easdj  encoiiater  in  that 
morning,  and  that  it  was  hard  to  saj  when  we 
■kight  i^et  ttp^  were  we  to  sit  down  to  good 
entertamment,  in  good  oompaay :  I  thevefoie 
begged  the  governor  would  eacuse  ns.  Here»i 
too,  I  had  another  very  pleasing  proof  how 
much  my  lather  is  regarded.  The  governor 
expressed  the  highest  respect  for  hias,  and. 
bade  me  tell  him  that,  if  he  would  come  that 
way  on  the  northern  dicnk,be  wrndd  do  him. 
all  the  honours  of  the  ossnaoo. 

Between  twelve  and  one  we  act  ovt,  and 
travelled  devea  miles,  through  a  wild  country,, 
till  we  came  to  a  house  in  (%nmocison,  called 
Anoch,  kfijpt  bv  a  lli'Qneea.'  Our  landlord 
was  a  sensible  fellow :  he  had  learnt  his  gram* 
mar,  and  Dr.  Johnson  justly  observed,  tlmt  **  a 
man  is  the  bettw  for  that  as  long  as  he  lives*'* 
There  were  some  book»here :  a  Treatise  against 
Drunkenness,  translated  from  the  French;  & 
volume  of  the  Spectator;  a  volume  of 
FrideaiUL*s  Connexion,  and  Gyruses  Travels. 
M|Qaeen  said  he  had  more  volumes ;  and  hia 
pride  seemed  to  be  mnch  piqued  that  we  were 
surprised  at  Us  having  books. 

Near  to  this  plaee  we  had  passed  a  party  of 
soldiers^  imder  a  sergeants  command,  at  woric 
upon  the  road.  We  gave  tJiem  two  shillinfls 
to  drink.  They  came  to  onr  inn,  and  made 
menry  in  the  bam.  We  went  and  paid  them 
a  visit.  Dr.  Johnson  saying,  '^  Come,  let^s  go 
and  give  *em  another  shilling  a  piece.**  We 
did  so ;  and  he  was  saluted  **  lly  lord**  by  all 
of  them.  He  is  really  generous,  kxves  in* 
fluence,  and  has  the  wiur  of  gaining  it.  He 
said,  *^  I  am  quite  ieudait.  Sir.  Hers  I  agree' 
with  him.  I  said,  I  regretted  I  was  not  the 
head  of  a  dan :  however,  though  not  possessed 
of  such  an  hereditary  advantage,  1  would 
alwaya  endeanronr  to  make  my  tenants  follow 
me.  I  could  not  be  a  patriarchal  cfaie^  but  I 
would  be  a  feudal  chie£ 

The  poor  sddiers  got  too  much  liquor.' 
Some  of  them  finight,  and  lefl  blood  upon  the 
spot,  and  cursed  whisker  next  moraine.  The 
house  here  wss  built  of  thick  turfs,  and  tnatched 
with  thinner  turfa  and  heath.  It  had  three 
rooma  in  length,  and  a  little  room  which  pro* 
jeoted.  W3iere  we  sat,  the  side-waUa  were 
wainscoted,  as  Dr.  Johnson  said,  witls  wicker, 
verf  neatly  plaited.  Our  landlord  had  made 
the  whole  with  his  own  hands. 

Aite  dinner,  McQueen  sat  by»  na  a  while, 


of  dURereot  ipede*.  at  leait  aa  mach  aa  natloBt  are  dicCio* 
gulth«d ;  ao  that  a  ll'Qiieen,  a  McDonald,  a  M*lieao«  It  iald* 
aa  we  My  a  Frenchman,  an  Italiaa.  a  Spnlard.-*  BoawiiA. 
I  believe  Botwell  ia  miauken.  The  EngUah  and  Scettiih 
kUom  are,  I  thlalu  the  aame  In  thti  reapect.  An  Bng^tafamaa 
would  aay,  la  such  acase,  a  **  Johnson  **  or  a  **  Jackaon,**  wftk 
reference  to  famlliea.  aa  **  such  a  oae  married  a  Johnson  ;* 
but  with  reference  to  an  Indlridoal,  1  preamne  the  Scotch 
would  aay,  like  the  Bnglish,  that  **oae  Kaoqiian  was  hnrtki 
the  riot."  —  €boub,  1S46. 
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and  talked  with  us.  He  said,  all  the  Laird  of 
Glenmoriflon's  people  would  bleed  for  him,  if 
they  were  well  used ;  but  that  seventj  men 
had  gone  out  of  the  glen  to  America.  That 
he  himself  intended  to  so  next  year ;  for  that 
the  rent  of  his  farm,  which  twenty  years  ago 
was  only  fiye  pounds,  was  now  raised  to  twenty 
pounds.  That  he  could  pay  ten  pounds,  and 
uve,  but  no  more.  Dr.  Johnson  sud,  he 
wished  M*Queen  laird  of  Glenmorison,  and 
the  lurd  to  go  to  America.  McQueen  very 
generously  answered,  he  should  be  sorry  for  it, 
for  the  laird  could  not  shift  for  himself  in 
America  as  he  could  do. 

I  talked  of  the  officers  whom  we  had  left 
to-dajr ;  how  much  service  they  had  seen,  and 
how  litUe  they  got  for  it,  even  of  fame.  John- 
son. "  Sir,  a  soldier  gets  as  little  as  any  man  can 
get.**  B08WBLL.  ^  Goldsmith  has  acquired 
more  fame  than  all  the  officers  of  the  last  war, 
who  were  not  generals.**  Johnson.  ^  Why, 
Sir,  you  will  find  ten  thousand  fit  to  do  what 
they  did,  before  you  find  one  who  does  what 
Goldsmith  has  done.  You  must  consider,  that 
a  thing  is  valued  according  to  its  rarity.  A 
pebble  that  paves  the  street  is  in  itself  more 
useful  than  tne  diamond  upon  a  lady*s  finger.** 
I  wish  our  friend  Goldsmith  had  heard  this. 

I  yesterday  expressed  my  wonder  that  John 
Hay,  one  of  our  guides,  who  had  been  pressed 
aboard  a  man  of  war,  did  not  choose  to  con- 
tinue in  it  longer  than  nine  months,  after  which 
time  he  got  offl  Johnson.  ^  Why,  Sir,  no  man 
will  be  a  sailor  who  has  contrivance  enough  to 
get  himself  into  a  jail ;  for  being  in  a  sm]^  is 
being  in  a  jail  with  the  chance  of  bemg 
drowned.** 

We  had  tea  in  the  afternoon,  and  our  land- 
lord*s  daughter,  a  modest,  civil  girl,  very  neatly 
dressed,  made  it  for  us.  She  told  us  she  had 
been  a  ^ear  at  Inverness,  and  learnt  reading 
and  writing,  sewing,  knotting,  woricing  lace, 
and  pastry.  Dr.  Johnson  mnAe  her  a  present 
of  a  Dook  which  he  had  bought  at  Inverness.^ 

The  room  had  some  deals  laid  across  the 
joists,  as  a  kind  of  ceiling.  There  were  two 
beds  in  the  room,  and  a  womaD*s  gown  was 
hung  on  a  rope  to  make  a  curtain  of  sejMration 
between  them.  Joseph  had  sheets,  wnich  my 
wife  had  sent  with  us,  laid  on  them.  We  had 
much  hesitatioii,  whether  to  undress,  or  lie 
down  with  our  clothes  on.  I  said  at  last,  **  Fll 
plun;^  in  I  There  will  be  less  harbour  for 
vermin  about  me  when  I  am  stripped.**    Dr. 

■  Thli  book  h«  ffTtn  riM  to  laneb  Inqalnr.  whieb  bat 
•odod  la  ludicrous  mrmlM  Sovoral  iMllot.  wishlns  ^  loom 
tbo  kind  of  mdinc  wblch  tb«  great  aod  good  Dr.  Joboioo 
wtoo— d  most  St  for  a  jroong  voman,  dMircd  to  know  vbat 
book  ho  had  telactad  for  thU  Highland  ojmpb.  **  Thejr  nortr 
adrartod/*  laid  ha,  **  that  I  bad  no  ehoteo  In  tba  mattar.  I 
bava  tald  that  I  pratantad  bar  with  a  book,  which  1  bap- 
pao«d  to  bare  about  ma.**  Aod  what  waa  thU  book  ?  My 
raadcrt,  prepara  your  feature*  for  morrtncnt.  It  wat 
Cockers  Anthmatk  I  Whrrerer  this  was  raantloaed,  there 
was  a  loud  laiigti,  at  which  Dr.  Johntoo,  when  present,  used 
somHlmes  to  m  a  little  angrr.  One  daj,  when  we  were 
diolnir  at  Graeral  Oglethorpe's,  where  we  bad  near  a 
▼aluatole  dav,  I  vetitured  to  Interrogate  htas,  **  Bat.  Sir,  Is  It 
iwbat  lingular  thai  jrou  should  bappoo  to  have 


Johnson    said,    he  was    like   one  hesititlo";  \ 
whether  to  go  into  the  cold  bath.    At  list  be  ; 
resolved  too.    I  observed  he  might  wrre  a 
campaign.     Johnson.  **  I  could  do  til  tint  | 
can  be  done  by  patience :  whether  I  sbould  , 
have  strength  enough,  I  know  not.**    He  wtt 
in  excellent  humour.    To  see  the  BamhUr  u  , 
I  saw  him  to-night,  was  reallv  an  amusement 
I  yesterday  told  him,  I  was  thmking  of  writing  ; 
a  poetical  letter  to  him,  on  his  return  from  j 
Scotland,   in  the   style  of  Swift's  humorous 
epistle  in  the  character  of  Mary  Gullirer  to 
her  husband.  Captain  Lemuel  Gulliver,  on  bis 
return  to  England  from  the  country  of  tbe 
Houyhnhnms :  — 

*<  At  early  mom  I  to  the  market  battt^ 
Studious  in  ev'ry  thiog  to  pleeae  thy  taita. 
A  eunousfoml  mod  ^ftarapraat  I  eboae ; 
(  For  I  remember  you  were  fond  of  thoae:) 
Three  shillings  cost  the  firrt,  tbe  last  acreo  poata;  > 
Sullen  you  turn  from  both,  and  call  Car  Oats." 

He  laughed,  and  asked  in  whose  name  I  would 
write  it.  I  said  in  Mrs.  Thrale*s.  He  wis 
angry.  ^  Sir,  if  you  have  any  sense  of  de- 
cency or  delicacy,  you  won't  (u>  that"  Bos- 
WBLL.  ''  Then  let  it  be  in  Cole*8,  the  landlorti 
of  the  Mitre  tavern,  where  we  have  so  otVoi 
sat  together.**    Johnson.  **  Ay,  that  may  do* 

After  we  had  offered  up  our  private  de- 
votions, and  had  chatted  a  little  from  our  beds, 
Dr.  Johnson  sud,  "  God  bless  us  both,  fot 
Jesus  Christ*s  sake !  Good  nighi.**  I  pro- 
nounced **  Amen.**  He  fell  asleep  immediatdT. 
I  was  not  BO  fortunate  for  a  long  time.  I  &^  1 
cied  myself  bit  by  innumerable  vermin  vndff 
the  clothes ;  and  that  a  spider  was  travtHini: 
from  the  wahueot  towards  mj  mouth.  At  hrt 
I  fell  into  insensibility.  | 

Wednesdajf,  SepL  1.  —  I  awaked  TCfV  cax^* 
I  began  to  imagine  that  tbe  landlord,  bci^ 
about  to  emigrate,  might  murder  vs  to  gH  oar 
money,  and  lay  it  upon  the  soldiers  in  the  bsni. 
Such  groundless  fears  will  arise  in  the  laifid, 
before  it  has  resumed  its  vigour  after  liee^ 
Dr.  Johnson  had  had  the  same  kind  of  idcss: 
for  he  told  me  afterwards  that  he  oonstdered  so 
many  soldiers,  having  seen  ua.  wofuld  be  wit* 
nesses,  should  any  hann  be  done,  and  that 
circumstance,  I  suppose,  be  oonsidered  ss  s 
securitjr^  When  I  got  up,  I  ibund  Yam  soos^ 
asleep  in  his  miserable  s^,  as  I  may  call  i^ 
with  a  coloured  handkerdiief  tied  round  hi* 
head.  With  difficulty  could  I  awaken  Uia.  It 
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rsry  luttdcnt  uwwcr.    **  Why,  Sir.  If  ye*  ««  ss 
our  book  with  you  upoe  a  joorasj.  lat  It  be 
WbM  ya«  hrnn  read  Ibroai' 


ment,  yen  know  It,  end  tt  can  do  no 

oTietonc*  U  Inexhaustible.*' «» 

his  HigUmtd  Note  Aw*,  taifennf  m  tiMl 

of  Attoch  wai  not  a  mere  tank' 

Cum  I  It  waa  •Hpulated  that  he 

henee  his  entertalnncot  of  the  **  0U& 

Eng lithnan).    He  did  not  |o  to  A 

th«  turn  or  Daleatalf  la  the  « 

donee  of  Coekrr,  marned  Mr.  J 

and  died  wUhoat  chUdran  te 
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ifminded  me  of  Henry  the  Fourth's  fine  soli- 
ttj  on  ileep',  for  there  was  here  as  uneasj  a 
'  t  as  the  poet's  imagination  could  possibly 
coooeiTe. 

A  red  ooat  of  the  16th  reffiment,  whether 
officer,  or  onlj  8er|^[eant,  I  coidd  not  be  sure, 
I  came  to  the  house,  in  his  waj  to  the  mountains 
I  to  ihoot  deer,  which  it  seems  the  Laird  of  Glen- 
/  aomon  does  not  hinder  any  one  to  do.    Few, 
I  indeed,  can  do  them  harm.    We  had  him  to 
I  hrptkfist  with  ua.    We  got  away  about  eight. 
McQueen  walked  some  miles  to  give  us  a  con- 
voj.   He  had,  in  1745,  joined  the  Highland 
j  irmj  it  Fort  Augustus,  and  continued  in  it 
tili  after  the  batUe  of  Culloden.    As  he  nar- 
rated the  particulars  of  that  ill-adTisedf  but 
^n  ittempt,  I  eould  not  refrain  from  tears. 
^^tere  b  a  certain  association  of  ideas  in  my 
lund  upon   that    subject,  by  which   I  am 
rtroo^j  affected.     The  very  Highland  names, 
r<r  the  aoimd  of  a  bagpipe,  will  stir  my  blood, 
nd  fill  me  with  a  mixture  of  melancholy  and 
rupect  for  courage ;  with  pity  for  an  unfortu- 
nate and  superstitious  regard  for  antiquity, 
lod  thoughtless  inclination  for  war ;   in  short, 
*itii  a  crowd  of  sensations  with  which  sober 
ntiooality  has  nothing  to  do. 

I^e  paised  through  Glensheal,  with  pro- 
^jpous  mountains  on  each  side.  We  saw 
*We  the  battle  was  fought,  in  the  year  1719.' 
Dr,  Johuoo  owned  he  was  now  in  a  scene  of 
V  wild  nature  as  he  could  see ;  but  he  cor- 
r*^  me  sometimes  in  my  inaccurate  obser- 
^Mtinot.  **  lliere,**  said  I,  ^^  is  a  mountain  like 
*  cwie."  JoBifsoM.  "  No,  Sir,  it  would  be 
;  Jed  ao  in  a  book ;  and  when  a  man  comes  to 
^««  St  it,  he  sees  it  is  not  so.  It  is  indeed 
^^'^i'rted  at  the  top ;  but  one  side  of  it  is  lareer 
t:aa  the  other.**'  Another  mountain  I  called 
^■■Bcaae.  Jomiaoif.  **No;  it  is  no  more 
*ia&  a  eonaiderable  protuberance.** 
Wt  csffle  to  a  net  green  yalley,  oompara- 


r";?' 


;  SIcvp,  ly'fC  tboa  In  imokj  critM, 
'  pm  mgutf  MUflU  fCrvCclitoK  Uim, 
^  tariiM  vkhbusxfaM  Difht-fliefl  to  thj  tliMBber  i 
'  ^«  hi  tk»  puftmitil  chamMn  of  tlM  grMt. 


of  ootUy  Mate, 

of  fVMtctC  mdody  r  ** 

aimrp  tr.  act  111.  icI.— C. 
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■n  fnraiion  of  SeoCland  in  lio- 
I  cmt  force  for  that 
ofthoDuMof  Onnood.    But 
ooif  CiMvo  IHgaletf  witb  three  hundred  or 
*   ua  board,  arrived  In  Scotland.  Thejr 
'  Earl  of  Seaftwth,  chief  of  the 
•  nan  or  froas  powar,  eslled  for  hie  ihare  In  the 
«r  ma.    Ha  ralead  a  eoaslderable  body  of  Hlgh- 
wmA  ttUmtSkf  dani,  and  dleembarklni  the 
as  fhr  aa  the  great  vallcr  celled  Glraebeal, 
««t  ttahleada.    Caneral  Wlghtman  marched  afalotC 
«Mi  a  few  rMular  forcer,  and  Mreral 
eau  other  clant  friendly  to 
the  fauargenti  In  poeaaielon  of  a 
I,  from  which,  after  a  few  days* 
fleaforth'e  partj  not  lodna  a  man. 
But  the  Earl  of  See- 
ded In  the  •boulder,  and  obliaed 
ibfpi.    MU  elan  deeerted  or  db- 
•orreDdared  tbemielTee  piltoaart 

-»  WALTia  Scott. 
» the  hill  it  Indeed  not  a  eone,  but 

COTT. 

'"Journey,**  thus  beautifully  da- 


tively  speaking,  and  stopped  a  while  to  let  our 
horses  rest  and  eat  grass.  ^  We  soon  after- 
wards came  to  Auchnasheal,  a  kind  of  rural 
Tillage,  a  number  of  cottages  beinff  built  to- 
gether, as  we  saw  all  along  in  the  Highlands. 
We  passed  many  miles  this  day  without  seeing 
a  house,  but  only  little  summer  huts,  called 
shieling.  Evan  Campbell,  servant  to  Mr. 
Murchison,  factor  to  the  Laird  of  Macleod  in 
Glenelg,  ran  along  with  us  to-day.  He  was  a 
Tery  obliging  fellow.  At  Auchnasheal,  we  sat 
down  on  a  green  turf-seat  at  the  end  of  a 
house ;  they  brought  us  out  two  wooden  di^es 
of  milk,  which  we  tasted.  One  of  them  was 
frothed  like  a  syllabub.    I  saw  a  woman  pre- 

{)aring  it  with  such  a  stick  as  is  used  for  choco- 
ate,  and  in  the  same  manner.  We  had  a 
considerable  circle  about  us,  men,  women,  and 
children,  all  M^Craas  *,  Lord  Seaforth*s  people. 
Not  one  of  them  could  speak  English.  I  ob- 
served to  Dr.  Johnson,  it  was  much  the  same 
as  beinff  with  a  tribe  of  Indians.  Johsson. 
*^  Yes,  Sir,  but  not  so  terrifying.**  I  gave  all 
who  chose  it  snuff  and  tobacco.  Governor 
Trapaud  had  made  us  buy  a  quantity  at  Fort 
Augustus,  and  put  them  up  in  small  parcels. 
I  abo  gave  each  person  a  piece  of  wheat  bread, 
which  they  had  never  tasted  before.  I  then 
gave  a  penny  apiece  to  each  child.  I  told  Dr. 
Johnson  of  this:  upon  which  he  called  to 
Joseph  and  our  guiaes,  for  change  for  a  shil- 
ling, and  declare  that  he  would  distribute 
among  the  children.  Upon  this  being  an- 
nounced in  Erse,  there  was  a  great  stir :  not 
only  did  some  children  come  running  down 
from  neighbouring  huts,  but  I  observed  one 
black-haired  man,  who  had  been  with  us  all 
along,  had  gone  off,  and  returned,  bringing  a 
very  young  child.  My  fellow  traveller  then 
ordered  the  children  to  be  drawn  up  in  a  row, 
and  he  dealt  about  his  copper,  and  made  them 
and  their  parents  all  happy.   The  poor  M'Craas, 


scribes  his  situation  here:  **  I  sat  down  on  a  bank,  such  as  a 
writer  of  romance  might  have  delighted  to  felan.  I  had, 
indeed,  no  trees  to  whisper  over  my  bead,  but  a  dear  rivulet 
streamed  at  my  feet.  The  day  was  calm,  the  air  soft,  and  all 
was  rudeness,  silence,  and  solitude.  Before  me,  and  on 
either  side,  were  high  hills,  which,  by  hindering  the  ere 
from  ranging,  forced  the  mind  to  And  entertainment  for  tt* 
self.  Whether  I  spent  the  hour  wdl,  I  know  not :  for  b«!re  I 
Arst  eoocelred  the  thought  of  this  narratioa*'  The  Critical 
Reriewers,  with  a  spirit  and  expression  worthy  of  the  subject, 
say,  **  We  congratulate  the  public  on  the  event  with  which 
this  quotation  concludes,  and  are  fhlly  persuaded  that  the 
hour  In  which  the  entertaining  trareller  concelred  this  narra- 
tire  will  be  considered,  by  every  reader  of  taste,  as  a  fortunate 
event  In  the  annals  of  literature.  Were  It  suitable  to  the 
task  In  which  we  are  at  present  engaged,  to  taidulge  ourselves 
In  a  poetical  Sight,  we  would  invoke  the  winds  of  the  Cale- 
donian mountains  to  blow  for  ever,  wlUi  their  softest  breesca, 
on  the  bank  where  our  author  reclined,  and  request  of 
Flora,  that  It  might  be  perpetually  adorned  with  the  gayaet 
and  most  fragrant  productions  of  the  year.  *  Boswsu.. 

*  The  Hae  Raes  are  an  example  of  what  sometimes  oc- 
curred in  the  Highlands,  a  clan  who  bad  no  chief  or  banner 
of  their  own,  but  mustered  under  that  of  another  tribe. 
They  were  originally  attached  to  the  Frasers,  but  on  oc- 
casion of  an  mtermarrlage,  they  were  transferred  to  the 
Mackensies,  and  have  since  mustered  under  8eaforth*s 
standard.  They  were  always,  and  are  still,  a  set  of  bold 
hardy  men.  as  much  attached  to  the  Cmbetfae  (or  stag's  head) 
as  the  Mackenties,  to  whom  the  standard  properly  bdongs. 
~  WaIiTBE  Scott. 
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Whafeerer  may  be  their  present  state,  were  c€ 
coneidenible  estimatioii  in  the  jear  1716,  when 
tiiere  was  a  line  in  a  song : 

**  And  «w  the  bnrre  M'Craas  are  coming.**' 

There  was  great  diveniij  in  the  faces  of  the 
circle  around  us ;  some  were  as  black  and  wild 
in  their  appearance  as  any  American  savages 
whatever.  One  woman  was  as  comely  almost 
as  the  figure  of  Sappho,  as  we  see  it  painted. 
We  ask^  the  old  woman,  the  mistress  of  the 
house  where  we  had  the  milk  (which,  by  the 
by,  Dr.  Johnson  told  me,  for  I  did  not  observe 
it  mysdi^  was  built  not  of  turf,  but  of  stone), 
what  we  should  pay.  She  said  what  we  pleased. 
One  of  our  guides  asked  her,  in  Erse,  if  a 
diiliing  was  enough.  She  said,  ^*  Yes."  But 
some  of  the  men  bade  her  ask  more.  This 
vexed  me ;  becaase  it  showed  a  desire  to  im- 
pose upon  strangers,  as  t^ey  knew  that  even  a 
shilling  was  hi|^  payment.  The  woman,  how- 
ever, honestly  persisted  in  her  first  prioe ;  so  I 
gave  her  half  a  crown.  Thus  we  bad  one  good 
scene  of  life  unoommoii  to  us.  The  people 
were  very  much  pleased,  gave  us  many  blesa- 
ings,  and  said  they  had  not  had  such  &  day 
fflnce  the  old  Laird  of  MacLeod's  time. 

Dr.  Johnson  was  much  refreshed  by  this 
repast  He  was  pleased  when  I  told  lum  he 
would  make  b  good  chief.  He  aaid,  '^  Were  I 
a  chief,  I  would  dress  my  servants  better  than 
aayseU^  and  knock  a  fellow  down  if  he  looked 
saucy  to  a  Maodonahl  in  rags ;  but  I  would  not 
treat  men  as  brutes.  I  would  let  them  know 
why  all  of  my  clan  were  to  have  attention  paid 
to  tliem.  I  would  tell  my  iqiper  servants  why, 
and  make  them  teU  die  others." 

We  rode  on  well,  till  we  came  to  the  high 
mountain  called  the  Rattakin,  by  which  time 
both  Dr.  Johnson  and  the  hoives  were  a  ^ood 
deal  fatigued.  It  is  a  terrible  steqi  to  dunb, 
notwithstaniling  the  road  is  fiirmed  slanting 
along  it ;  however,  we  made  it  out.  On  the 
top  of  it  we  met  Captain  Macleod,  of  Balme- 
noch  (a  Dutch  officer  who  had  come  from 
Sky),  riding  with  his  sword  slung  across  him. 
He  asked, «'  Is  this  Mr.  Boswell  ?  **  which  was 
a  proof  that  we  were  expected.  Going  down 
the  hill  on  the  other  siae  was  no  easy  task. 
As  Dr.  Johnson  was  a  great  weight,  the  two 
guides  affreed  that  he  should  ride  the  horses 
alternately.  Hay's  were  the  two  best,  and  the 
Doctor  would  not  ride  but  upon  one  or  otlier 
of  them,  a  black  or  a  brown.  But,  as  Hay 
complained  mnch  after  ascending  the  Rattakin, 

>  Th«  M'CraM.  or  MacraM,  were,  tince  th«t  time,  brmi^rht 
Into  the  king'*  amajr,  by  th«  l«te  Lord  Seafortli.  ^Vh•■(l  they 
Ujr  In  Edinburgh  CiuUe,  In  1778,  md  were*  ordered  to  embArk 
tar  Jctwj.Umj,  with  a  numbpr  of  other  men  in  the  regiment, 
far  diflei  *«t  recsoni,  but  especially  an  apprrhenalon  that  they 
were  to  be  mU  Io  the  Rate  India  Comaany.  though  lnll»tMl 
not  to  he  Mat  mit  of  Great  Britain  witaoot  their  own  con- 
•tnt,  made  a  detvrmiaed  miitiay,  and  encamped  upon  the 
lofty  moantaia.  Arthur**  Semt«  where  they  remained  three 
daj-tand  thrue  nlghta,  bidding  deAance  to  all  the  force  In 
Scotland.  At  laat  thev  oune  down,  and  embarked  peaceably, 
harlnff  obtahied  formal  articlet  of  capitulation,  signed  by  Sir 
Adolphui  Oughton,  commander-in-chief,  Genernl  5krne. 
deputy  commander,  the  Duke  of  Buccleugh,  and  the  Earl  of 


the  Doctor  was  prevailed  with  to  mbvaivMfi  < 
Vass*s  grays.    Aa  he  rode  upon  it  down  kill,  | 
itdidiiotgoweU,aBdhegruibbled.   Iwilbd  | 
on  a  little  before,  but  was  excessiTelj  eater-  i 
tained  with  the  method  taken  to  keep  him  in  | 
fl^ood  humour.     Hay  led  the  horse  s  ha^  ! 
talking  to  Dr.  Johnson  as  mnch  as  he  could; 
and  (uiving  heard  him»  in  the  fofenooo,  ex- 
press a  pastoral  pleasure  on  seeing  the  fosu 
browsing)  just  when  the  Doctor  was  uttering 
his  dispTeasurei  the  fellow  cried,  with  a  verr 
Highland  accent,  '^See,  such  pretty  goaul 
Then  he  whistled  whu!  and  made  them  jiuup. 
Little  did  he  ooneeive  what  Dr.  Johason  vai  ' 
Here  now  was  a  eonwion  ignorant  HigUand 
down  imagining  that  he  oould  diTert,  ss  wt 
does  a  chili^  Dr.  Samuel  Johnnson !    The  ludi- 
crousness,  absurdity,  and  eztraovdinaiy  eun- 
trast  between  what  the  fdlow  fancied,  sod  th« 
reality,  was  truly  eomic 

It  grew  dusky ;  and  we  had  a  very  tedion} 
ride  for  what  was  called  five  miles,  but  I  am 
sure  would  measure  ten.    We  had  no  coaler* 
sation.    I  was  riding  forward  to  the  inn  fi 
Glenelg,  on  the  shore  opposite  to  Skj,  t^  1 
might  take  proper  measures,  before  Dr.  Joha- 
son, who  was  now  adYancing  in  dreary  sileoct. 
Hay  leading  his  horse,  should  amTC.    Vm 
also  walked  b^  Uie  side  of  his  horse,  and  JoNfh 
followed  bdund.    As,  therefore,  he  ws5  thai 
attended,  and  seemed  to  be  in  deep  meditatto, 
I  thought  there  could  be  no  harm  in  letTmi 
him  for  a  little  while.    He  called  me  back  with 
a  tremendous  shout,  and  wna  really  in  a  (ss^ 
sion  with  me  for  leaving  him.    I  told  hia  mj 
intentions,  but  he  was  not  antisfied,  and  mi 
"  Do  you  know,  I  should  as  soon  have  thou^Hti 
of  piddn^  a  pocket,  as  doing  so.**    Bofvsu* 
"I  am  diverted  with  you.   Sir."     Jonw* 
^  Sir,  I  could  never  be  diverted  with  incn'd:;}^ 
Doing  such  a  thing  makes  one  loae  coafi^.  :  ^ 
in  him  who  has  done  it,  as  one  cannoc  tf.l 
what  he  may  do  next.*'     His  extraoniir.i.'^ 
warmth  confounded  me  so  much,  that  I  j  '•*'•' 
fied  myself  but  lamely  to  him  ;  yet  my  w  '* 
tions  were  not  improper.     I  wished  to  ;^rt   n 
to  see  how  wc  were  to  be  lodsred,  and  how  mi 
a  boat;  all   whiclk  I  ihou.:V 


were 


to  get 


could  best  settle  myself,  without  hi<(  ^'^-^l 
any  trouble.  To  apply  hsa  great  m^t^^ 
nunute  particulars  is  wron^ :  it  is  1%e  \ii^ 
an  immense  balance  (saeh  mm  ia  kept  on  t;.^^ 
for  weighing  carsoes  of  ahipit)  ro  wei:'" 
guinea.  I  knew  I  had  neat  Utile  acadesL  wu'J 
would  do  better ;  and  thnt    his  m^trarr  r  I 


T^mnMm,  which  ^uleced  then. 
ComraoBS  of  Rome  to  the  Moni 
ertlon  has  not  been  made.     I  gave 
6rtt  to  last,  and  have  drawn  up  i 
ThoM  brave  fellows  hare  tlnce 
alljr  at  Jeraer,  and  abo  hi  the  Raat 
being  better  tnfuntd,  they 

WttL. 

Mr.  Mac^henon  ohee^rei  thai 
••  Cheralier't  mmter-roll/*  hi  w 

•*  And  the  wM  Ifae  > 

See  Ilogg*!  JacoUfv  KHiet.  ^Cucmmi 
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creij  thii^  which  falls  im  hb  way,  and  liis  un- 
coinmoQ  desire  to  be  always  in  the  ligh^  would 

'  mske  him  wei^  if  he  knew  of  the  particulars : 
it  was  right,  uerefbre,  for  me  to  weigh  them, 

'  u(l  let  wBk  have  Ihem  ooly  in  effect.  I,  how* 
ever,  oontiiuied  to  ride  by  him,  finding  he 

,  wis^  I  should  do  io. 

{  Ajs  we  passed  the  barracks  at  Bemera,  I 
looked  It  them  wishfully,  as  soldiers    haye 

'  livays  every  thing  in  the  best  order;    but 

'  there  was  only  u  sergeant  and afew  men  th^re. 
We  came  on  to  the  inn  at  Glenelg.  There 
was  DO  proi'ender  for  our  horses ;  so  they  were 
sent  to  grass,  with  a  man  to  watch  them.  A 
JDsid  showed  us  up  stairs  into  a  room  damp 
uA  dirtj,  with  bare  walls,  a  variety  of  bad 
BitteUis  s  coarse  black  greasy  fir  table,  and 
fimns  [benches^  of  the  same  kind ;  and  out  of  a 
vretched  bed  started  a  fellow  from  his  sleep, 
like  Edgar  in  King  Lear,    ^Toor  Tom's  a 

This  inn  was  furnished  with  not  a  single 
article  that  we  could  either  eat  or  drink ;  but 
Mr.  Murchtson,  fiKtor  to  the  Laird  of  Macleod, 
in  Gfeoelgi  sent  us  a  bottle  of  rum  and  some 
ra^,  wSapoIke  message,  to  acquaint  us, 
that  be  was  very  sorry  that  he  did  not  hear  of 
Gi  till  we  had  passed  his  house,  otherwise  he 
i^oid  have  insisted  on  our  sleepii^  there  that 
&iibt ;  sad  thai,  if  he  were  not  olwged  to  set 
om  for  Inverness  early  next  morning,  he  would 
h\c  waited  upon  us.  Such  extraordinary 
sueatjon  firom  this  gentleman,  to  entire 
iirugen,  deserves  the  most  honourable  com- 
aenoraiion. 

Our  bad  acoommodation  here  made  me 
ukesfy,  and  almost  fretful.  Dr.  Johnson  was 
"slffi.  I  said  he  was  so  from  vanity.  Johnsok. 
*Ko,  Sir;  it  u  from  philosophy.  It  pleased 
•sr  to  see  that  tiie  Rambler  could  practise  so 
veil  his  own  lessons. 

I  resumed  the  subject  of  my  leavin|;  him  on 
^  ruaJ,  sLnd  endeavoured  to  defend  it  better. 
^'  wu  still  violent  upon  that  head,  and  said, 
"^^r,  had  you  gone  on,  I  was  thinking  that  I 
k.:ald  have  returned  with  you  to  Edinburgh, 
is.\  then  have  parted  from  you,  and  never 

*km  to  yon  more." 

I  tent  for  fresh  hay,  with  which  we  made 
^^  lor  ourselvca,  each  in  a  room  equally 
^i-TsWe.  Like  Wolfe,  we  had  a  •*  a  choice  of 
'^fadiiuT  *  Dr.  Jobnsosi  made  things  easier 
7  comparison.  At  M'Queen*s,  last  night,  he 
*«<rTrd,  that  few  were  so  well  lodgd  in  a 
'-^^    To-ni^t,  he  said,  we  were  better  than 

'  ve  had  been  upon  the  hill.  He  lay  down 
^>>iC&aaal  op  in  his  great  coat.  I  had  my  sheets 
*{f^\  oa  the  hay,  and  my  clothes  and  great 
*«i  Uid  over  me,  by  way  of  blankets.' 


Um  diCnvnt  Inaget  which  tfait 
J«biiMa  «nd  me.  The  Doctor,  io  hit 

lo  common^  •ajiud  aom*  surprtM  and 
tof  0«Mral  Wolfe,  in  bis  doipatch  from 
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Ghmig hU  of  Sky.  —  ArmidtOe.  —  Sfr   Ales^ 

antkr  Utaedtmald.  —  Ckmrck  of  Slate.  —  Ode  em 
Sky.  —  CorriehaUuhm,  — Highland  BoipilaHip.  — 
Ode  to  Mn.  ThraU,  —  Ccmntry  Life,  —  Mee^ 

pherton's  Diisertation§ Second  %Af. —  Raeay, 

—  Finyti,^  Homer.  —  Infidelity.  ^  BenHey.  — 
MaUett.  -^  Hooke.-^DueheetofMeirSberongh.  -> 
HrrUahU  Jnriedieiioni.  —  hunlar  Life.  ^  Mac- 
leod.^^Sail  to  Sky.  -^  Dueourse  on  Death.  — Lord 
EUbtadu  —  Bide  to  Kingtimrgk.  ^^kra  Mae- 
donald. 

Thuradau^  SepL  3.  —  I  had  slept  iU.  Dr. 
Johnson^  anger  had  afi*ected  me  much.  I 
considered  that,  without  any  bad  intention,  I 
might  suddenly  forfeit  his  friendship ;  and  was 
impatient  to  see  him  this  morning.  I  told  him 
how  uneasy  he  had  made  me  by  what  he  had 
said,  and  reminded  him  of  his  own  remark  at 
Aberdeen,  upon  old  friendships  being  hastily 
broken  off.  He  owned,  he  had  spoken  to  me 
in  passion ;  that  he  would  not  have  done  what 
he  threatened ;  and  that,  if  he  had,  he  should 
have  boen  ten  times  worse  than  I ;  that  form- 
ing intimacies  would  indeed  be  **  limning  the 
water,**  were  they  liable  to  such  sudden  disso- 
lution ;  and  he  added,  *^  Let*s  think  no  more 
on*t."  BoswEix.  "Well  then,  Sir,  I  shall 
be  easy.  Remember,  I  am  to  have  fiur  warning 
in  case  of  any  quarrel.  You  arc  never  to 
spring  a  mine  upon  me.  It  was  absurd  in  me 
to  bdieve  you.  Johwsow.  "  You  deserved 
about  as  mudi,  as  to  believe  me  from  night  to 
morning.** 

After  breakfast,  we  got  into  a  boat  for  Sky. 
It  rained  much  when  we  set  off,  but  cleared  up 
as  we  advanced.  One  of  the  boatmen,  who 
spoke  English,  said  that  a  mile  at  land  was 
two  miles  at  sea.  I  then  observed,  that  firom 
Glendg  to  Axnudale  in  Sky,  which  was  our 
present  course,  and  is  called  twelve,  was  only 
six  miles;  but  this  he  could  not  understand. 
^  Well,'*  said  Dr.  Johnson, ''  never  talk  to  me 
of  the  native  good  sense  of  the  Highlanders. 
Here  is  a  fellow  who  calls  one  mile  two,  and 
yet  cannot  comprehend  that  twelve  such  ima« 
ginary  miles  make  in  truth  but  six.*' 

We  reached  the  shore  of  Armidale  before 
one  o'clock.  6nr  Alexander  Macdonald  came 
down  to  receive  us.  He  and  his  lady  (for- 
merly Miss  BoBwell'*,  of  Yorkshire^,  were 
then  in  a  house  built  by  a  tenant  at  this  place, 
which  is  in  the  district  of  Slate,  the  nunily 


»  JohDfon  tbm  dMcribet  thit  teate  to  Mn.  Thrale:  **  / 
ordered  hay  to  bo  laid  thick  upon  the  bed,  and  ilepc  upon  It 
in  my  great  coal.  Bocwell  laid  iheftt  upon  his  bea»  and 
repoacd  lu  linen.  Uke  a  gentleman.'*— Letten —  Cbokbr. 

*  The  Yorlifthire  branch  of  the  famlty  have  generally  tpete 
the  name  SotPtUe.  Their  ettataa  are  now  potinted  by  Lord 
MaodoiuJd. — Boa  WILL. 
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mmnon   here  haTing  been   burned   in    Sir 
Dondd  Maodonald*t  time.^ 

(The  most  ancient  seat  of  the  chief  of  the 
Maodonilds  in  the  Isle  of  Sky  was  at  Duntulm, 
where  there  are  the  remains  of  a  stately  castle. 
The  principal  residence  of  the  family  is  now 
atMugstot,  at  which  there  is  a  considerable 
building.  Sir  Alexander  and  Lady  Macdonald 
had  come  to  Armidale  in  their  way  to  Edin- 
burgh, where  it  was  necessary  for  them  to  be 
soon  after  this  time. 

Armidale  is  situated  on  a  pretty  bay  of  the 
narrow  sea,  which  flows  between  the  main  land 
of  Scotland  and  the  Isle  of  Sky.  In  front 
there  is  a  grand  prospect  of  the  rude  moun- 
tains of  Moidort  and  Knoidart.  Behind  are 
hills  gently  rising  and  covered  with  a  finer 
yerdure  than  I  expected  to  see  in  this  climate, 
and  the  scene  is  enlivened  by  a  number  of 
little  clear  brooks.) 

[Listead  of  finding  the  head  of  the  Mac- 
donalds  surrounded  with  his  clan,  and  a  festiye 
entertainment,  we  had  a  small  company,  and 
cannot  boast  of  our  cheer.  The  particulars  are 
minuted  in  my  **  Journal,*'  but  I  shall  not 
trouble  the  public  with  them.  I  shall  mention 
but  one  cnaracteristic  circumstance.  My 
shrewd  and  hearty  friend.  Sir  Thomas  (Went- 
worUi)  Blacket,  Lad^  Macdonald*s^  uncle, 
who  had  preceded  us  m  a  visit  to  this  chief, 
upon  being  asked  by  him,  if  the  punch-bowl, 
then  upon  the  table,  was  not  a  very  handsome 
one,  replied,  **  Yes,  if  it  were  full.  ] 

Sir  Alexander  Macdonald  having  been  an 
Eton  scholar*,  and  being  a  genUeman  of 
talents.  Dr.  Johnson  had  been  very  well 
pleased  with  him  in  London.  But  my  fellow- 
traveller  and  I  were  now  full  of  the  old  High- 
land spirit,  and  were  dissatisfied  at  hearmg 
Pieavy  complaints]  of  rents  racked,  and  [the 
people  driven  to]  emigration;  and  finding  a 
chief  not  surrounded  by  his  clan.  Dr.  Johnson 
•aid,  [*'It  grieves  me  to  see  the  chief  of  a  great 
dan  appear  to  such  disadvantage.  This  gentle- 
man has  talents,  nay,  some  learning ;  but  he  is 
totally  unfit  for  his  situation.*'  I  meditated  an 
escape  from  this  house  the  very  next  day ;  but 


>  Hat*  eoomMDM  IIm  TsriaDeM  betw— n  Um  int  and 
•ceood  adftloot  of  BotvcH'i  Tour  which  dewrro  to  b«  par- 
tictiUrly  noted.  Tho  ponfnipht  bocwwn  (  )  woro  IumtU^ 
bf  Mr.  Botvell  In  Ui«  Moood  •ditloo  to  fill  the  ipace  of  tboM 
betwemi  M.  which  were  in  the  first  edition,  and  omitted  in  the 


In  the  flret  of  theee  tub$Utmted  paraf  raphi,  Boewrll 
■aft.  that  Sir  Alexander  and  hli  ladr  **  rame  to  Armidale 
oo  their  war  to  Bdtnbargh,  where  it  was  neceetanr  thej 
•hoold  be ;  *^bot  both  Boawell  and  Dr.  Johnson  really  be- 
lieved that  thejr  had  come  to  this  hovel,  to  escape  the  necet« 
•ItT  of  entertaJnlnf  the  visitors  at  their  usual  residence. 
Johnaon,  In  a  letter  to  Mrs.  Thrale.  sayt,  "  We  had  a  pnuaa e 
of  about  twelve  miles  to  the  point  where  [Sir  A.  Macdonald] 
rcaided,  having  come  from  his  seat,  in  the  middle  of  tlie 
island,  to  a  small  house  oo  the  shore,  as  we  bellrve,  that  he 
might  nHtk  leu  re^roaek  enlertmin  m$  wmudif.  If  he  aspired 
to  meanness,  his  retrograde  ambition  was  completely  grati- 
fied ;  but  ho  did  not  succeed  equally  In  escaping  reproach. 
He  IumI  no  cook,  nor  I  suppose  much  provision  ;  nor  had  the 
lady  the  common  decencies  of  her  tea-table :  we  picked  our 
sugar  with  our  fingers.  Boswell  was  vrry  angnr.  and  re- 
proached him  eith  his  Improper  parsimony.**  —  And  again : 
**  I  have  done  thlnliing  of  Tnlr  Alexander].  wl<nm  we  now 
call  Sir  Sawney  ;  he  has  disgusted  all  mankind  by  in)u- 


Dr.  Johnson  resolved  that  we  should  neither 
it  out  till  Monday.  He  said,]  *  Sir,  the  High- 
land chiefs  should  not  be  allowed  to  go  farther 
south  than  Aberdeen.  A  strong-minded  mia, 
like  [his  brother]  Sir  James  Macdonald,  majr  he 
improved  by  an  l^nglish  education ;  but  in  ge- 
neral they  will  be  tamed  into  instgnificsDcc." 

We  found  here  Mr.  Janes  of  Aberdeenshire, 
a  naturalist.  Janes  said  he  had  been  at  Dr. 
Johnson*s  in  London,  with  Feignson  the 
astronomer.  Johhsoh.  **It  is  strange  that, 
in  such  distant  places,  I  should  meet  with  my 
one  who  knows  me.  I  riiould  have  thon^t  I 
might  hide  myself  in  Skj.** 

/Vi&y,  St^.  3.  —  This  day  pvimngwet,  wt 
should  have  passed  our  time  very  uncomfort- 
ably, had  we  not  found  in  the  house  two  chesti 
of  books,  which  we  eagerly  ransacked.    After 
dinner,  when  I  alone  was  left  at  table  with  the 
few  Highland  gentlemen  who  were  of  the 
company,   having    talked'  with    very   high 
respect  of  Sir  «lames  Macdonald,  they  were 
all  so  much  affected  as  to  shed  tears.    One  o( 
them  was  Mr.  Donald  Macdonald,  who  hid 
been  lieutenant  of  grenadiers  in  the  Highliod 
regiment,  raised  by  Colonel  Montgomenr,  now  ' 
Earl  of  Eglintoune,  in  the  war  before  U5t: 
one  of  those  regiments  which  the  late  Lord 
Chatham  prided  himself  in  havinff  brought 
from  ^  the  mountains  of  the  north ;    by  doing 
which  he   contributed  to  extinguish  in  tbe 
Highlands  the  remains  of  disaffection  to  the 
present  royal  family.    From  this  gentlemio's 
conversation,  I  first  learnt  how  very  popular 
his  colonel  was  amon^  the  Highlanders;   of 
which  I  had  such  continued  proofs,  during  the 
whole  course  of  my  Tour,  Uiat  on  my  rt'V^ni 
I  could  not  help  tdling  the  noble  Eari  him- 
self, that  I  did  not  before  know  how  greit  t 
man  he  was. 

We  were  advised  by  some  persons  here  *o 
visit  Rasay,  in  our  way  to  Dunvegan,  the  »;tt 
of  the  Laird  of  Madeod.  Being  tnforiDcd 
that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Donald  McQueen  was  the 
most  intelligent  man  in  Skj,  and  having  \«'ti 
favoured  with  a  letter  of  mtrodaction  to  h;m. 
by  the  learned  Sir  James  Fouiis  %  I  aent  tt  b> 


didous  parsimony,  and  g1v«i  **TT"%im  to  •» 
that  Boswell  has  tooe  thoughts  of  coUorti^  thnv. 
maklnf  a  noTol  of  his  life.**  —  LeUera.  Thtfw  r^*'  •  * 
and  tho  axtracts  from  tho  Srst  odltioo,  !«•▼•  no  <b«  '-  •» 
to  tho  peraon  meant  In  tho  Tariooa  alluaiotts  to  tH>  •«  ^m 
mmd  pmrtfm0mioM$  UmUard  mmd  eki^ftmtm^  wMch  tb«-  r  »  •* 
will  Sod  in  the  subaaguent  pons  of  tb^  Tow.  It  •>. 
said  at  tho  thno  that  Boswell  was  ladMCWd  to  muAt  ^-^ 
alterations  and  suppressions  bf  a  hooUlo  iiisninmiain  i  '  •« 
Sir  A.  Macdonald — See  pert,  p.40S.  a.  a.     Cnomo 

s  See  his  Latin  verses  addressttd  to  Dr.  John*  ^  • 
the  Appeiidia,  —  Boawnu  IndiSkreat,  oitd,  lnd««^  -  ' 
tellifiblo,  as  these  verses  are,  thef  proboblf  e^eriurf  < 
Dr.  Johnien's  mind  the  wrltlof  tbo««  I..0UB  vwror*  i*  ^1 
and  Imek- Kemnftkj  which  we  shall  ae«  prenaUy  ^  r«   &  < 

>  Here,  In  the  Bnt  edition,  was  a  lea^  f— isrfrf,  wr  •  * 
doubt,  contained  some  strictures  on    Sir  AW&onder  M 
nald's  want  of  hospitalitf  and  spirit  otfll  otrvaigvr  tkaa  <  ■  ' 
which  wrrp  permitted  to  anpeor.  ^-.CnocftA. 

«  Sir  James  Foulls,  of  ColUnCon.  Rart  «  ««s  n  »«e  •  ' 
ancient  family,  a  food  sriiolar,  mid  a  liskrd  otM^nM  .    *     ■ 
buc<l  with  a  larite  share  both  of  Scottlali   ehflwvi***^ 
Scotllih  prejudice.    Hli  pmsiertj,  hio  mrponn    M  W«*t 
Terj  moderate.    Others  might  mto 


r 
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hhnhjtai  ezpres8»  and  xequetted  be  would 
BMt  u  tt  Rasa  J ;  and  at  the  lame  time  en- 
doted  a  letter  to  the  Laird  of  Madeod,  in- 
Aming  him  that  we  intended  in  a  few  days 
to  htTe  the  hononr  of  waiting  on  him  at  Dun* 
Tcnn. 
f  Dr,  Johnion  thia  day  endeaTOored  to  obtain 
MBie  knowledge  of  the  state  of  the  oountrj ; 
hat  oompUinea  that  he  could  get  no  distinct 
infomittion  about  any  thing,  fix>m  those  with 
whom  he  coDTersed. 

&terdatv,  SepL  4. — Mj  endeavours  to  rouse 

the  English-bred  chieftain,  in  whose  house  we 

were,  to  the  feudal  and  patriarchal  feeliiijgs, 

ptofing  ioeiTectaal,  Dr.  Johnson  this  morning 

I  tried  to  brioff  hun  to  our  way  of  thinking. 

Joaxsoi.  **  Werelinjourplaee,  Sir,  in  seven 

I  fan  I  would  make  this  an  mdependent  island. 

1  would  roast  oxen  whole,  and  Lang  out  a  flag 

u  1  ngnal  to  the  Macdonalds,  to  come  and  get 

beef  vnd  whiskv.**     Sir  Alexander  was  still 

•ttftjng  difficulties.     Johxson.     '^Kay,  Sir; 

if  70a  are  bom  to  object,  I  have  done  with 

foo.   Sir,  I  would  have  a  maffazine  of  arms.** 

Sit  ALBXun>BB.  ^' They  would  rust.*'    Johm- 

fov.    "Let  there  be  men  to  keep  them^  dean. 

Toor  ancestors  did  not  use  to  let  their  arms 

He  attempted  in  vain  to  communicate  to 
^  a  portion  of  our  enthusiasm.  He  bore 
with  so  polite  a  good-nature  our  warm,  and 
wbt  some  might  call  Gothic,  expostulations 
'« this  subject,  that  I  should  not  torsive  my- 
Klf  were  1  to  record  all  that  Dr.  Johnson's 
irdcmr  led  lum  to  say.  This  day  was  little 
better  than  a  Uank. 

SutLg^^  SofL  5.  —  I  walked  to  the  parish 
•-horch  of  SUte,  which  is  a  very  poor  one. 
^Vre  are  no  church  bells  in  the  island.  I 
'tt  tofd  there  were  once  some ;  what  was^  be- 
fQBie  of  them,  I  oould  not  learn.  The  minister 
^  being  at  heme,  there  was  no  service.  I 
•est  into  the  church,  and  saw  the  monument  of 
^  James  Mmodonald,  which  was  elep^antly 
<'i«cat«d  at  Rome,  and  has  an  inscription, 
Tftben  by  his  friend,  George  Lord  Lyt- 
tieton.' 

Dr,  Jchnatm  said,  the  inscription  should 
^e  been  in  Latin,  as  every  thing  intended  to 
'<<ai)fvcrsal  and  permanent  should  be.' 

Thcf  being  s  b^utlful  day,  my  spurits  were 


la  tiM  characttr  of  «  eomoilttlooer  1 

M  poor  M  ho  wodC  tiMra.    Sir  Jomot 

hm  XiOvlMMlcra  wbooa  Highhuidora 

to  tbo  Gofllle,  an  ■egnilnfincio 

in  Mi.  ^  Waltse  Scorr. 

10  bovo  forfottoB  that  a  Hithlondor 

»d  tocurrod  iho  pouky  of  tonrfiiff  m 

iek  ttoo  SnC,  and  <d  tnuMportolloa  bayood  , 

And  aa  for  **  eallinf  oot  hia  cba,'* 

aad  s  bogptp*  aodo  o   roboUloo.— 

catak  Sir  Walior  took  Jobmon'a  ospoa* 

Ua  loaaitf,  by  tboae  appcola  **  to  ama 

m  taneral  •uMrtadoB  tolbo 

tbo  Hoiiao  of  Lord!  ovarjr  day 

rHboot  aaoaatng  to  raeomnaeod 

mS  S6tb  Oct..  JoboioB'a  ob* 

fffylo.  <—  CaoKU,  1S4S. 


cheered  by  the  mere  effect  of  climate.  I  had 
felt  a  return  of  spleen  during  my  stay  at 
Armidale,  and  had  it  not  been  that  I  haa  Dr. 
Johnson  to  contemplate,  I  should  have  sunk 
into  dejection ;  but  his  firmness  supported  me. 
I  looked  at  him,  as  a  man  whose  head  is 
tuminff  giddy  at  sea  loc^s  at  a  rock,  or  any 
fixed  object.  I  wondered  at  his  tranquillity. 
He  said,  ^Sir,  when  a  man  retires  into  an 
island,  he  is  to  turn  his  thoughts  entirely  to 
another  world.  He  has  done  with  this.** 
BoawsLL.  "  It  appears  to  me,  Sir,  to  be  verv 
difficult  to  unite  a  due  attention  to  Uiis  world, 
and  that  which  is  to  come;  for,  if  we  engage 
eagerly  in  the  affairs  of  life,  we  are  apt  to  be 
toUlly  forffetful  of  a  future  state ;  ana,  on  the 
other  hand,  a  steady  contemplation  of  the 
awful  concerns  of  eternity  renders  all  objects 
here  so  insignificant,  as  to  make  ua  indifferent 
and  n^ligent  about  them.  Johhsov.  '*Sir, 
Dr.  Cheyne  has  laid  down  a  rule  to  himself  on 
this  subject,  which  should  be  imprinted  on 
every  mind:  ^To  neglect  nothing  to  secure 
my  eternal  peaee^  more  than  \f  I  had  been  cer" 
tified  I  should  die  within  the  aay :  nor  to  mind 
any  tking  that  my  secular  obUgaiions  and  duties 
demanded  of  fM,  leu  than  i/i  had  been  insured 
to  live  fifty  years  more.*** 

I  must  here  observe,  that  though  Dr.  John- 
son appeared  now  to  be  philosophically  calm,  yet 
his  genius  did  not  shine  forth  as  in  companies, 
where  I  have  listened  to  him  with  admuration. 
The  vigour  of  his  mind  was,  however,  suffi- 
ciently manifested,  by  hb  discovering  no  symp- 
toms of  feeble  relaxation  in  the  dufi,  **  weary, 
flat,  and  unprofitable  **  state  in  which  we  now 
were  placed. 

I  am  inclined  to  think  that  it  was  on  this 
day  he  composed  the  following  Ode  upon  the 
Isle  of  Sky,  which  a  few  days  afterwards  he 
showed  me  at  Rasay :  — 

-ODA. 

**  Ponti  profiindis  cUusa  reeesribus, 
Strepens  procellii,  rupibus  obsita, 
Quam  grata  defeaso  virentem 
Skim  tinum  nebulota  pandis. 

**  Hia  cura,  eredo,  sedibus  cxulat ; 
Hia  blanda  eerte  pax  habitat  locia : 
NfMi  ira,  non  mceror  quietb 
Intidias  maditatur  boris. 


*  For  which,  aa  well  aa  two  lettora,  writtan  by  Sir  Jamca, 
hi  bla  taat  lllncaa,  to  bla  noCher,  bm  Appoodlx —  BoawxLL. 

s  What  a  atraofa  Mrrerakm  of  languaca  I  —  tmiwersaif 
Why.  If  It  Aotf  boon  In  Latin.  10  fiir  from  beina  umt^enaUif 
undaralood.  It  woold  havo  boen  an  utter  blana  to  one  (the 
beUer)  half  of  the  creation,  and,  even  of  tho  mem  who  might 
vlate  It,  mhutM-mimg'mWX  undentand  It  In  Bngllah  for  ome  who 
could  hi  Latin.  SooMthlng  auy  be  aaid  for  epltapha  and 
Inacrlpdona  addraaaod,  aa  It  were,  to  tbo  world  at  large—a 
triumphal  arch  —  the  plUar  at  Blenhcfan .-  a  monument  at 
Waterloo)  hot  a  Latin  epiUph,  la  an  Engllah  church, 
appeara.  In  principle,  aa  abaurd  aa  the  Hmmer,  which  the 
doctor  givea  In  Peregrine  PIdde,  efter  ike  wumner  pf  thi 
mmekmU.  A  mortal  auy  aurelr  be  well  aadafied  if  bit  Cuae 
laata  aa  loogaa  the  language  In  which  ho  apoke  or  wroce.— 
Caoaaa. 
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«  At 

Mcnti  Bce  ngne  mcmtibus  aviit 
Prodott  ▼agwit  nee  frcmtniM 
£  Mopulo  Bumcnr*  fliietiM. 

'*  Humana  Yirtiu  non  itbi  tuSeit, 

Datur  nee  cquum  cuique  anliouiB  tibi 
Parare  pose,  ut  Stoxcorum 
Seeta  ercpet  nimis  aha  fidlaz. 


«« 


Esmtiantis  peetorii  inpctum. 
Rex  summei  solus  tu  regis  afbitw, 
MoDtisque,  te  toUsnU»  sttiiguBt» 
Xa  reciduDt  modciante  fluodiab**' 


After  flQpper,  Dr.  Johnsoii  told  tn,  ihat 
Isaac  Hawkins  Browne  drank  fredj  ior  thirtj 
rears,  and  that  be  wrote  his  poem,  ^  De  Animi 
Immortalitate,**  in  some  of  the  knt  of  tliese 
yean.*  I  listened  to  this  with  the  eagerness  of 
one,  who,  eonscions  of  being  himsen  fond  of 
wine,  is  glad  to  hear  tiiat  a  man  of  ao  nraeh 
genius  and  good  thinking  as  Browne  had  the 
same  propensity. 

Monday^  Sept,  6. — We  set  out,  aceompanied 
hj  Mr.  IKmald  M^Leod,  late  of  Canna,  as  our 
guide.  We  rode  for  some  time  along  the 
dtstrict  of  Slate,  near  the  shore.  The  houses 
in  general  are  made  of  turf,  eovered  with 
crass.  The  country  seemed  wdl  peopled. 
We  came  into  the  district  of  Strath,  and  PMwd 
along  a  wild  moorish  tract  of  land  till  we 
arrived  at  the  shore.  There  we  found  good 
verdure,  and  some  curious  whin-rocks,  or  col- 
lections of  stones,  like  the  ruins  of  the  foun- 
dations of  old  buildings.  We  saw  also  three 
cairns  of  considerable  size. 

About  a  mile  bejond  Broadfoot*  is  Coni- 


1  VmritmM  rifrffty — lioe  S.  la  tlM  nMBOMript.  Dr. 
Johnion.  fnttead  or  rttpibms  ohtita,  had  written  imbribmt 
uwida,  and  nptda  mMbus,  but  itruck  then  hoth  oat.  Inttoad 
of  itnei  15  and  16,  be  bad  written,  but  afterwardt  ttxvdk  out, 
the  following :  — 

Parare  poeie,  uteunqve  jaetet 
Orandlloquus  nlmii  alta  SBena — Bogwiu.. 

It  It  Terr  curious  that  in  mil  the  edtttoaa  of  Jobhbon*! 
Woaai,  wnich  I  bare  seen,  even  down  to  the  Oxford 
edition  of  I8'A  thit  poem  it  fl^en  with  certain  •arfa/Km«, 
which  teem  unintelligible.  The  flrtt  amendmaot,  noted 
by  Mr.  Boiwell.  **  obsHa  nmlhw  **  !»  adopted,  but  the 
tecond  it  not,  and  tha  two  Itnet  rqected  bj  Dr.  Johnson 
are  replaced:  the  wordt  **  e  »ei*puto*'  in  the  19th  line,  are 
changcHl  into  **  In  jpecwle,**  and  in  the  penultimate  line, 
"  iurgunt,"  it  alteri^  to  '*Jlm€tm§.**  la  tlie  latt  line  too. 
**  retidnU  "  it  printed  for  *'  reeidunt.**  These  latt  ▼ariatlcmi 
look  like  mere  errort  of  the  prett ;  but  it  it  pottible  that 
Jnhiiton'»  Latin  poetry  hat  been  to  little  attended  to,  that 
the  public  hat  been,  for  forty  yeart  patt,  acquietcing  in 
what  appears  to  be  ttarh  nontente  ?  It  eecmt  wonderful 
that  Mr.  Murphy  (who  wat  himtelf  a  Latin  poet)  and  the 
late  Oafoed  editor  should  have  overtookad  these  «rrort.>- 
CaoKUL 

s  Browne  died  In  1760.  iwed  Sfty-fonr...  BoewiiA. 

>  lireai(/bnf .  taws  Mr.  Hacpherton.  —  Caoata. 

*  That  my  readiers  aaar  have  my  narraiire  in  the  style  of 
the  oouDtry  through  which  I  am  trsvelliBg,  it  it  proper  to 
Inform  them,  that  the  chief  of  a  eUa  is  denominated  by  Ikit 
tnraame  alone,  as  M*Leod.  M*Kinoon,  M'lotosh.  To  prefix 
Afr.  to  it  would  be  a  degr-idaiion  from  ike  M'Leod,  itc.  My 
old  friend  tlie  Laird  of  M'Farlane.  the  great  astlquanr.  took 
it  highlr  amits,  when  General  Wade  called  hton  Mr.  M'Far- 
lane. l)r.  Juhnteo  said  he  eoolii  not  bring  bimtrlftouse 
Ihit  modo  of  addrets ;  it  teemed  to  him  to  bo  too  Csmiliar,  at 
It  l4  the  way  in  which,  in  all  othrr  |>Uce«,  intiraatet  or 
infrriort  are  .wJJretaca.    When  the  chlcft  hare  titles,  they 


ftna  of  Sir  Alenadsr  Maedo. 
Inr  Mr.  ll'KinttM\  vk 
us  with  a  heaftjr  welccmti,  si  did  kii 
wife,  who  was  what  we  call  in  SootLnd  t  isd^ 
lilewoBttL*  Mr.PeHaai.inthecoineofkis 
tour  to  the  Hebrides,  passed  two  nights  st  tUs 
gentleBuui's  honse.  On  its  beiBg  sMBtiont^ 
that  a  present  had  here  been  made  to  bim  of  i 
cmrious  specimen  of  HigUaad  aatiipiitj,  Dr. 
Johnson  said,  "  Sir,  it  was  more  thsa  be  de- 
served ;  the  do^  is  a  Whig."  • 

We  here  eajjortd  the  comlbrt  of  a  tabic 
plentiftifly  furnished,  tiie  satisiaetion  of  whiiji 
was  heigntened  by  a  nnmeroMs  and  thteahi 
company ;  and  we,  for  the  irtt  tisM,  bad  t 
speonen  of  the  joyous  social  mamcrs  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Highlands.  Tbey  talked  m 
their  own  ancieBt  language,  with  flnem  ^ 
-nieity,  and  sang  many  £ne  songs  with  nch 
qxrit,  that,  though  Dr.JohMon  wai  tretun 
with  the  greatest  lesfiect  and  attcntioo,  tbcn' 
were  moments  in  which  he  seemed  to  be  i'ai^ 

Sotten.  For  myself  though  bat  a  Lowbada. 
aving  picked  up  a  lew  words  of  the  Itojpia^. 
I  presumed  to  mmgle  in  their  mirth,  and  jo.nrt. 
in  the  chorasea  with  aa  aiaeh  glee  as  tny  ^ 
the  company.  Dr.  Johnson,  bekig  Istijroe*^ 
with  his  journey,  retired  early  to  his  cbaoiber. 
where  he  composed  the  IbllowiBg  Ode,  ai- 
dressed  to  Mts.Thrale'':  — 


-ODA. 

"  Permeo  terras,  obi  nuda  nipci 
Sftxeas  mitceC  ocbaHs  mtoH, 
Torra  ubi  ridcot  sterile*  ooloai 

Koia 


are  df  iilnsnii  bf  them,  as  Sir  James  Gmt,  S>r  ^»* 
M'Lean.  The  other  Highland  gentlemen,  of  UoA^  '" 
perty,  are  denominated  I7  Ihetr  cstMea.  aa  Mmmf.  B(«m^'  • 
and  Um  wives  of  all  of  them  have  Um  tKle  of  Lm^»  '* 
tarktmen.  or  principal  tenantt,  are  named  by  their  f.***  " 
Kingrirargh,  CorrlclMlaehin ;  aod  tlaeir  wiets  see  ca**^  •** 
tNit#rc«t  of  lUombargh,  the  mtUtnta  mi  Cornci^^u  •  - 
Having  given  thit  ekplaoaUon,  t  am  at  lihertr  to  v  '  "' 
mode  of  tpeech  which  generally  ptwvnUolB  tim  tUgblsai  i  «* 
the  Hebrides.  —  Bamuax. 

'  I  am  not  awsrr  that  thit  epithet  had  any  dlSlvent  rrv  -f 
in  Scotland  from  that  attarhed  to  it  in  Ensland  It  t<  •■ 
Johnton't  Dictaonary,  and  1m  himtelf  apflmd  a  10  u^' « '  * 
Scottith  laiiirs.  -.  Caoasa. 

*  Mr.  Botwell  doet  not  do  Ml  fwaHre  te  Dr.  J'**« 
when  he  leave*  It  in  doubt,  whether  UUt  wet  oo<  m» 
turely  it  was)  in  a  ipirit  of  Jocularity.    Jottat  n  i^** 
have  nad  a  regard  fbr  Pennant.    See  e.  ttS  —  Caotss 

7  About  fourteen  yeart  tmre,  I  laiMMd  m  Sky,  »  th  ■  i* 
of  friendt,  and  had  the  curlotlt*  to  a^k  «b«t  »»*  '^   • 
idea  on  evrrr  on^'i  miixl  at  landing    All  anteroied  irps'- 
tiiat  itwai  tilts  Ode.  — Waltri  ^coTT.  \kB, 

Sir  Wnlter  appended  thit  nou  to  tke  (M^  le  M** 
but  I  should  rather  tuppose  ttiat  It  waa  tlm  eevrra  n  '•» 
Sigfe  which  be  and  Ms  Scotch  aiswdt  rer«m«ci«d  •  1  r 
sure.  Surely,  after  the  jonmd  and  lM>spitah>f  wnm*  i*M 
scribed,  the  "  lormt  ewns,**  — Che  **  kmmmamm  Jrrmrmm 
*'  mi*  mttUo  dboerata  etMrn  "  ami  the  **  sfJli*  '•/  *^  * 
were  not  grateful.  The  **  igtmUm  atrtptmm  imf*f^  * 
amtisinrandnotoei*ntive:  but  wimievee  may  hei«*'  "* 
Doctort  gratitude  to  hit  friends  in  Shy.  thr  elamsr  j  •w-'V 
will  not  tiavr  failed  to  observe  hrm  mDcb  ki*  ta^.  l"  *"' 
haps  his  Latinlnr.  had  mipvoved  sian  tW  Aits  <  '  >*«  "^ 
"  Jd  Urbmmtum:'  and  the  riiiaieasa  to  %vm^  a*  f  - 
Hit  eersm  **/•  ThftUn,"  and  thoew  It*  S**.j  mm  ..  -  « 
Kenneth,  aiMi  this  tide  I*  Mrs.  Thtalr.  vw,  t»'-  e'  •  > 
lij«hle  to  many  cHtieksms,  more  waltwl  m  V»*r  u  t  * 
and  more  eaty  in  their  e&peattloiK^  Mhb  hm  aasiaet  iiiw^ 
In  this  line.  ..  C 
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•*  INinwgtr  goitH  honamun  feronmi. 
Vita  tthi  nullo  dcoocsia  eultu 
Squalki  infiarmi^  tuguru)u«  fuais 

Foeda  latetctt. 

*  Tntor  ernms  Mifbron  lonp. 
Inter  ignote  strcpitiM  loqudcr, 
Qjoot  naodk  aseeam,  quid  agat,  reqntra, 

TlusUadukis? 

*'  Seo  ^iri  curas  pla  nupta  mutcet, 
Seu  foTct  mater  aobolem  benigna, 
Sve  cum  fibris  novitate  pascit 

Sedula  mentera : 

•*  Sit  msflnor  ■ostri,  fideique  mareea 
Stet  fidfs  eonstans,  meritoque  blandum 
Thialis  discant  resooare  nomen 

littora  Skis. 

"Seriptnm  m  Skii,  ISth  Sept.  1773.** 

Tacidtqr,  Sqft.  7. — Dr.  Johnioniras  much 
pleased  with  fau  entertainment  here.  There 
were  manj  eood  beoks  in  the  honae :  Hector 
Boethins  in  Lntm ;  GftT^ b  Litcb  of  the  Fathers ; 
Bdcer*s  Chronicle;  Jeremy  CoUier*8  Ghmrch 
History;  Dr.  JehMon's  imall  Dictionuy; 
Cnnford't  Offioeie  of  State,  and  several  more ; 
--a  mezzolinto  ef  Airs.  Brocks  the  actress  (bj 
some  strange  chmaoe  in  Skj^>;  and  also  a  print 
of  Maedonald  of  Cisitnuiald,  with  a  Latin 
inscription  aboat  the  crodlies  after  the  battle 
of  Ciuloden,  whieh  w^  never  be  forgotten. 

It  wM  a  very  wet  stonny  dajr;  we  were 
therefore  obligea  to  remain  here,  it  heiag  im- 
poMiUe  to  crom  the  sea  to  Rasay. 

I  employed  ajput  of  the  forenoon  in  writing 
this  joonial.  The  rest  of  it  was  somewhat 
dresry,  from  the  g^eonuacss  of  the  weather, 
md  tlie  nnoertain  state  which  we  were  in,  as 
we  could  not  tdl  but  it  might  clear  up  every 
boiir.  Nothing  ia  more  painful  to  tie  mind 
thm  a  state  of  suspense,  especially  when  it 
depends  upon  the  weather,  concerning  which 
there  can  be  so  little  calculation.  As  Dr. 
Johnson  said  of  onr  wesriaess  on  the  Monday 
at  Aberdeen,  ^  Sensation  is  sensation :  * 
Corrichatachin,  which  was  last  night  a  honpi- 
taUe  hoose,  was,  in  my  mind,  changed  to-day 
into  a  prison.  After  dinner  I  read  some  of 
Br.  Mac}:Aieraon*s*^ Dissertations  on  the  Ancient 
CiledoDiansJ"  I  was  disgusted  by  the  nnsa- 
tisfiwtory  conjectures  as  to  antiquity,  before 
the  dajB  of  record.  I  wss  happy  when  tea 
cme.  Sodi,  I  take  it,  is  the  state  of  those 
who  live  in  the  eovntry.^  Bieals  are  wished 
for  firom  the  cravings  of  vacuity  of  mind,  as 
^efl  as  from  the  desire  of  eating.  I  was  hurt 
to  find  even  such  a  temporary  feebleness,  and 
that  I  was  so  far  from  being  that  robust  wise 


'  Mn.  Brookf*s  teb«r  wum  a  SeotchnMn  of  the  inin«  of 
Wstton,  vho  lost  Ut  propertTt  and  Anl  hit  oountrjr,  for  the 
Stuart  caoae,  in  I74S.  Her  portrait  would  naturaUy  eniMigh 
M  feond  1b  Meb  eompeny.  — Ctoaaa. 

*Mr.  Boiwell  should  hare  Tvcollecte<!,  that  he  mmI  Dr. 
Jotmion  vera  pntmMf  the  oaljr  pevaone  "f  ihe  pan*  who 
o«  aethini  to  do.    A  eoaotry  geatleman'*  life  would  be 


man  who  is  sufficient  for  his  own  happiness. 
I  felt  a  kind  of  lethargy  of  indolenee.  I  did 
not  eaiert  myself  to  get  Dr.  Johnson  to  talk, 
that  1  might  not  have  the  labour  of  writing 
down  his  conversation.  He  inquired  here,  if 
there  were  any  remains  of  the  second  sight.  Mr. 
[Martin]  Macpherson,  minister  of  Slate,  said,  he 
was  reaoloed  not  to  believe  it,  because  it  was 
ibunded  on  no  principle.  JoBirsoir.  *^  There 
are  many  things  then,  which  we  are  aure  are 
true,  that  you  will  not  believe.  What  prin- 
cmie  is  there,  why  a  loadstone  attracts  nron? 
why  an  egg  produees  a  chicken  by  heat  P  why 
A  tree  grows  upwards,  when  the  natural 
tendency  of  all  things  is  downwards?  Sir,  it 
depends  upon  the  decree  of  evidence  that  you 
have.**  xoung  Mr.  M^Elinnon  mentioned  one 
M^Kenzie,  who  is  still  aUve,  who  had  often 
fainted  in  his  presence,  and  when  he  recovered, 
mentioned  visions  which  had  been  presented  to 
him.  He  told  Mr.  M'Elinnan,  that  at  such  a 
place  he  should  meet «  funeral,  and  that  such 
and  such  people  would  be  the  bearers,  naming 
four;  and  three  weeks  afterwards  he  saw  what 
M^Kenzie  had  predicted.  The  naming  the 
very  spot  in  a  country  where  a  funeral  comes 
a  long  way,  and  the  very  people  as  bearers, 
when  there  are  so  many  out  of  whom  a  choice 
may  be  made,  seems  extraordinary.  We 
should  have  sent  for  M^Kensie,  had  we  not 
been  informed  that  he  could  speak  no  English. 
Besides,  the  facts  were  not  related  with  suffi- 
cient accuracy. 

Mrs.  M*Kinnon,  who  is  a  daughter  of  old 
Kingsburgh  (a  Maedonald),  told  us  that  her 
father  was  one  day  riding  in  Sky,  and  some 
women,  who  were  at  work  in  a  field  on  the 
side  of  the  road,  said  to  him,  they  had  heard 
two  taiachs  (that  is,  two  voices  of  persons 
about  to  die),  and  what  was  remarkaUe,  one 
of  ihem  was  an  £nflhh  taiichj  which  ^ey 
never  heard  before.  When  he  returned,  he  at 
that  very  place  met  two  iunerals,  and  one  of 
them  was  that  of  a  woman  who  had  come  from 
the  main  land,  and  could  speak  only  English. 
This,  she  remarked,  made  a  great  impression 
upon  her  fatlier. 

How  all  the  people  here  were  lodged,  I 
know  not.  ^  It  was  par^y  done  by  separating 
man  and  wife,  and  putting  a  nuxnber  of  men 
in  one  room,  and  of  women  in  another. 

Wedmeadaif,  Sept.  8.  —  When  I  waked,  the 
rain  was  mudi  heavier  than  yesterday ;  but 
the  wind  had  abated.  By  breaklast,  the  day  was 
better,  and  in  a  little  while  it  was  calm  and 
clear.  I  felt  my  spirits  much  elated.  The 
propriety  of  the  expression,  *^  the  sunshine  of 
the  breast,^  ^  now  struck  me  with    peculiar 


miserable,  if  he  had  no  more  builneu  or  interest  hi  the  tceaes 
around  him  thaii  the  rititer  of  a  few  days  at  a  stranger's 
house  can  have.  M'Kinnon  would  probably  have  been  more, 
and  with  more  reason,  <^naiytf  in  Bolt  Court,  than  Johnson 
and  Boswell  were  at  Corrichatachin.  —  Cbokek. 

3  Gra)'s  Oife  on  the  Prospect  qf  Stim  CvUege.    Ko  poet 
bas,  in  proportioa  to  the  quantity  of  bla  works,  furnished 
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force;  for  the  brflliant  rays  penetrated  into 
mj  very  soul.  We  were  aU  in  better  humour 
than  before.  Mrs.  M^Kinnon,  with  unaffected 
hospitality  and  politeness,  expressed  her  hap- 
piness in  having  such  companj  in  her  house, 
and  appeared  to  understand  and  relish  Dr. 
Johnson's  conversation ;  as  indeed  all  the  corn- 
pan  j  seemed  to  do.  When  I  knew  she  was  old 
jKingtbur^Vt  daughter,  I  did  not  wondor  at 
the  good  appearance  which  she  made. 

She  talked  as  if  her  husband  and  familj 
would  emimte,  rather  than  be  oppressed  by 
their  landford*;  and  said,  '^how  agreeable 
would  it  be,  if  these  gentlemen  should  come  in 
upon  us  when  we  are  in  America.**  Somebody 
ooserved,  that  Sir  Alexander  Macdonald  was 
always  frightened  at  sea.  Johnson.  ^Heis 
frightenea  at  sea ;  and  his  tenants  are  fright- 
ened  when  he  comes  to  land.** 

We  resolved  to  set  out  directly  after  break- 
fast. We  had  about  two  miles  to  ride  to  the 
sea  side,  and  there  we  expected  to  get  one  of 
the  bospts  belonging  to  the  fleet  of  bounty* 
herring-busses  t£en  on  the  coast,  or  at  least  a 
good  country  fishing  boat.  But  while  we  were 
preparing  to  set  out,  there  arrived  a  man  with 
the  following  card  '  firom  the  Bev.  Mr.  Donald 
M'Queen :  — 

"  Mr.  M*Qucen*s  eompliments  to  Mr.  Boswell, 
and  begs  leave  to  aoquaint  him  that,  fearing  the 
want  of  a  proper  boat,  as  much  as  the  rain  of  yester- 
day, might  have  caused  a  stop,  be  is  oovr  at  Skian- 
wden  with  MaegiiUekaBmm^B  *  carriage,  to  convey 
him  and  Dr.  Johnson  to  Rasay,  where  they  will 
meet  with  a  most  hearty  welcome,  and  where  Mac- 
leod,  being  on  a  visit,  now  attends  their  motions. 

"  Wednesday  aflemoon.** 

This  card  was  most  agreeable;  it  was  a 
prologue  to  that  hospitable  and  truly  polite 
reception  which  we  found  at  Basay.  In  a 
little  while  arrived  Mr.  Donald  MKJueen  him- 
self;  a  decent  minister,  an  elderly  man  with 
his  own^  black  hair,  courteous,  and  rather  slow 
of  speech,  but  candid,  sensible,  and  well  in- 
formed, nay  learned.  Along  with  him  came, 
as  our  pilot,  a  gentleman  whom  I  had  a  great 
desire  to  see,  Mr.  Malcolm  Madeod,  one  of  the 
Basay  family,  celebrated  in  the  year  1745-6. 
He  was  now  sixty-two  years  of  age,  hale,  and 
well  proportioned,  —  with  a  manly  counte- 
nance, tanned  by  the  weather,  yet  having  a 
ruddiness  in  his  cheeks,  over  a  great  part  of 
which  his  rough  beard  extended.     His  eye 


•o  ■uoy  eitpreHlons  vhl^,  by  thsir  Mldty,  have 

IirovOTMsl,  as  Gray.    He  haa  written  little,  bot  hi*  lloea  are 
D  every  aaouth,  aad  fall  frotn  everv  pen.  —  Caoaaa. 
>  Sir  Alesander  Macdooald.  —  Csoksk. 
s  FiahinfimdertbeeficourageiBeiitofa  AoMmr.  —  CaoKSB. 

*  What  U  now  called  a  mote,  was,  at  the  period  at  whicfa 
Mr.  Botwell  wrote,  frequently  called  a  eertf,  and  Indeed  were 
often  written  on  the  backs  or  pisjring  cards Caoara. 

*  The  Hlf  hlaod  expressfcin  for  Laird  of  Rasay.—  Boiwcu. 
Meaninf  **  tke  90m  qf  lAe  w&mtk,  Cb/m.'*-.the  ancestor  of 
this  branch  having  been,  no  doubt«  la  his  day  designated  ae 
•i  m^^m  fv.ii«  M^-ieod/'—  Caoasa 

itUl  geasrally  worn.  We  eaa  hardly  veeoocfle 


rang  Colin 
Wigs 


was  quick  and  Uveiy,  yet  hb  look  wis  sot 
fierce,  but  he  appeared  at  once  firm  and  good 
humoured.  He  wore  a  pair  of  brogues;  ttrtan 
hoee  which  came  up  only  near  to  hb  knees, 
and  left  Uiem  bare ;  a  purple  camblet  kilt^ ;  a 
black  waistcoat;  a  short  green  cloth  coat  bomd 
with  gold  cord;  a  yelunrbh  biuiky  wig;  i 
large  blue  bonnet  with  a  gold  thread  button. 
I  never  saw  a  fiffure  that  gave  a  more  perfect 
representation  of  a  Hi^hund  gentleman.  I 
wished  much  to  have  a  picture  of  him  just  ss 
he  was.  I  found  him  nnk  and  poUk^  in  the 
true  sense  of  the  word. 

The  good  family  at  Corrichatachin  said  they  i 
hoped  to  see  us  on  our  return.    We  rode 
down  to  the  shore ;  but  Malcolm  walked  with 
graceful  agility.  { 

We  got  into  Aofdgr*'  carriage,  which  was  t  ' 
good  strong  open  boat  made  in  Norway.    The 
wind    had  now  risen  pretty  high,  and  was  1 
against  us;    but  we  had  four  stout  rowers, 
particularly  a  Madeod,  a  robust,  black-haired  | 
fellow,  half  naked,  and  bardieaded,  something  ' 
between  a  wild  Indian  and  an  English  tar. 
Dr.  Johnson  sat  high  on  the  stem,  like  a  ■ 
magnificent  Triton.    Malcolm  sung  an  Ene 
song '',   the  chorus   of  which  was    **  Haiyi% 
foam  foam  eri^  with  words  of  his  own.    'ibe  , 
tune  resembled  ^  Owr  ike  mmir  amanf  t^ 
heather.'*     The  boatmen  and  Mr. MH^een 
chorused,    and    all   went   welL     At   len^ith 
Malcolm  himself  took  an    oar,    and   row(M 
vigorously.     We  sailed  along  the  coast  of 
Sodpa,  a  rugged  island,  about  four  miles  in 
length.    DrTjohnson  proposed  that  he  and  I 
should  buy  it,  and  found  a  good  sdiool,  and  an 
episcopal  church  (Malcolm*   said  be  wouU 
come  to  it),  and  have  a  printing-press,  where  be 
would  print  all  the  Erse  that  could  be  found. 

Here  I  was  strongly  struck  with  our  lonf 
projected  scheme  of  vbiting    the    Hebn<l^« 
oeing  realised.    I  called  to  him,   **  We  ai« 
contending  with  seas;**  which  I   think  v^re 
the  words  of  one  of  his  letters  to  me.    ^  X(<( 
much,**  said  he ;  and  though  the  wind  made 
the  sea  lash  considerably  upon  iia,  be  was  not 
discomposed.  After  we  were  out  of  the  shelter 
of  Scalpa,  and  in  the  sound  between  it  sod 
Rasay,  which  extended  about  a  leasne,  the 
wind  made  the  sea  very  rough.     I  did  not  lik' 
it*    JoHRSON.    ^Thb  now  ia   the  Atlant>. 
If  I  should  tell,  at  a  tca-Uble  in  London,  thai 
I  have  crossed  the  Atlantic  in  mn  open  boat, 
how  they*d  shudder,  and  what  n  fool  thei^d 


Arm  to  **  a  Tsnovtah.  hmkj  wig  **  mpmrt  < 
of  **a  pei^teet  Ifighland  geoUcaaaB.'*  ~  CmotL 

*  To  erade  the  law  agalnit  the  tartan  drrea,  the  Iltfit  U-  V>m 
oied  to  dje  their  variegated  pUldt  and  kilt*  into  bhw,  gtrc- 
or  any  tingle  eokwr.  ~.  Waltu  Scott. 

f  See  p.  364.,  a  tramtntion  of  thia  lenc.  — >  Cnoass 
>  The  Hifhlander*  were  all  well  ndtacd  to  tW  er  «*  '^* 
llanfbnn,  proHao  that  the  right  M^g  wna  |»rmyeid  tor.   1  • 
poM  Malcolm  meant  to  aay ,  "  I  will  romte  t**  jxmr  rt      " 
becaiue  jou    are  hooeat  foU,**   via.  Jmco^^^n.  —  WkLtn 
Scott. 

•  Johnson.  In  hb  lettvn  lo  Wri  Thrnln,litoaiinliif  Ht 
Boawall  waa  a  tfanid  tailor. —Ci 
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think  me  to  expose  myself  to  such  danger !  ** 
He  then  repeated  Horace's  Ode — 

"  Otium  divos  rogat  in  patent! 
Prensus  iEgaso— — ."* 

In  the  confusion  and  hurrj  of  this  boisterous 
sail,  Dr.  Johnson's  spurs,  of  which  Joseph  had 
charge,  were  carried  overboard  into  the  sea, 
and  lost.  This  was  the  first  misfortune  that 
had  befidlen  us.  Dr.  Johnson  was  a  little 
angry  at  first,  observing  that  **  there  was 
wmething  wild  in  letting  a  pair  of  spurs  be 
carried  into  the  sea  out  of  a  boat ;  **  but  then 
he  remarked  ^'that,  as  Janes  the  naturalist 
had  said  upon  losing  his  pocket-book,  it  was 
nther  an  inconvenience  than  a  loss."  He  told 
OS  he  now  recollected  that  he  dreamt  the 
night  before,  that  he  pat  his  staff  into  a  river, 
and  chanced  to  let  it  go,  and  it  was  carried 
down  the  stream  and  lost.  "  So  now  you  see,** 
said  he,  **  that  I  have  lost  mj  spurs ;  and  this 
story  is  better  than  manjr  of  those  which  we 
hare  conoeming  second  sight  and  dreams.*** 
31r.  McQueen  said  he  did  not  believe  the 
second  sight;  that  he  never  met  with  any 
weli-attested  instances;  and  if  he  should,  he 
should  impute  them  to  chance;  because  all 
who  pretend  to  that  quality  often  fail  in 
their  predictions,  though  they  take  a  great 
scope,  and  sometimes  interpret  literally,  some- 
times figuratively,  so  as  to  suit  the  events. 
He  told  us  that,  since  he  came  to  be  minister 
of  the  parish  where  he  now  is,  the  belief  of 
witchcraft,  or  charms,  was  very  common,  in- 
somuch that  he  bad  many  prosecutions  before 
his  session  (the  parochial  ecclesiastical  court) 
sgftinst  women,  for  having  by  these  mesms 
carried  off  the  milk  from  people's  cows.  He 
disregarded  them ;  and  there  is  not  now  the 
least  vestige  of  that  superstition.  He  preached 
sgiinat  it;  and  in  order  to  give  a  strong  proof 
to  the  people  that  there  was  nothing  in  it,  he 
said  from  the  pulpit,  that  every  woman  in 
the  parish  was  wdcome  to  take  the  milk  from 
his  cows,  provided  she  did  not  touch  them.' 

Dr.  Johnson  asked  him  as  to  Fingal.  He 
said  he  could  repeat  some  passages  in  the 
original ;  that  he  neard  his  grandfather  had  a 
oopf  of  it ;  but  that  he  could  not  affirm  that 
Osstan  composed  aU  that  poem  as  it  is  now 
pohlished.  This  came  pretty  much  to  what 
Dr.  Johnson  had  maintained^;  though  he  goes 
^ttther,  and  contends  that  it  is  no  Mtter  than 
mch  an  ^ic  poem  as  he  could  make  from  the 


'        **Gngfat  to  the  vM*  JEgmn  m«s, 
I  Tba  Mllor  prars  to  Maren  for  m 

il0r.  Od.  11.16.  ~C. 

I     |HclottkbtUiraliosooBaltor CaoKia.  1S46. 

'  Sttch  tptUi  are  sdU  believed  in.  A  ladj  of  property  ia 
'uul^t  friend  of  mine,  had  e  fev  yean  since  much  difllculty 
"  nwoiac  Cram  the  aopenlitloas  flirr  of  the  people,  an  old 
u^?^*  *Bo  used  a  dktnrm  to  lojare  her  oeiahbour's  cattle, 
u  "now  hi  my  potMesion,  and  cooaiiU  of  reetliers.  parlngt 
tf  niOi,  luUr,  and  Mich  like  trash,  wrapt  In  a  lump  of  clay.  ~ 

*'*»jTia  SOOTT. 

This  ■eami  the  comimm  sense  of  this  once  flirloos  con* 
r?*,7*r- -  WaLTsa  Scott.     See  mntit  p.  SH..  and  poti. 


song  of  Robin  Hood;  that  is  to  say,  that, 
except  a  few  passages,  there  is  nothing  truly 
ancient  but  the  names  and  some  vasue  tradi- 
tions. Mr.  McQueen  alleged  that  Homer  was 
made  up  of  detached  fragments.  Dr.  Johnson 
denied  this ;  observing,  that  it  had  been  one 
work  originally,  and  that  vou  could  not  put  a 
book  of  the  Iliad  out  of  its  place ;  and  he 
believed  the  same  might  be  said  of  the 
Odyssey. 

The  approach  to  Basay  was  very  pleasing. 
We  saw  before  us  a  beautiful  bay,  well  de- 
fended by  a  rocky  coast ;  a  good  family  man- 
sion ;  a  fine  verdure  about  it,  with  a  consider- 
able number  of  trees ;  smd  beyond  it  hills  and 
mountains  in  gradation  of  wildness.  Our 
boatmen  sung  with  great  spirit.  Dr.  Johnson 
observed,  that  navu  music  was  very  ancient. 
As  we  came  near  the  shore,  the  singmg  of  our 
rowers  was  succeeded  by  that  of  respers,  who 
were  busy  at  work,  and  who  seemea  to  shout 
as  much  as  to  sing,  while  they  worked  with 
a  bounding  activity.  Just  as  we  landed,  I 
observed  a  cross,  or  rather  the  ruins  of  one, 
upon  a  rock,  which  had  to  me  a  pleasing  vestige 
of  religion.  I  perceived  a  large  company 
coming  out  frt>m  the  house.  We  met  them  as 
we  wfuked  up.  There  were  iZoMy  himself; 
his  brother  Dr.  Madeod  \  his  nephew  the  Laird 
of  M^Kinnon ;  the  Laird  of  Macleod ;  Colonel 
Macleod  of  Talisker,  an  officer  in  the  Dutch 
service,  a  very  genteel  man,  and  a  faithful 
branch  of  the  family ;  Mr.  Macleod  of  Mui- 
ravenside,  best  known  by  the  name  of  Sandie 
Macleod,  who  was  long  in  exile  on  account  of 
the  part  which  he  to(Sc  in  1745 ;  and  several 
other  persons.  We  were  welcomed  upon  the 
green,  and  conducted  into  the  house,  wnere  we 
were  introduced  to  Lady  Rasay,  who^  was 
surrounded  by  a  numerous  famifyt  consisting 
of  three  sons  and  ten  daughters.^  The  Laird  of 
Rasay  is  a  sensible,  polite,  and  most  hospitable 
gentleman.  I  was  told  that  his  island  of 
Rasay,  and  that  of  Rona  (from  which  the 
eldest  son  of  the  family  has  his  title),  and  a 
considerable  extent  of  land  which  he  has  in 
Sky,  do  not  altogether  yield  him  a  very  large 
revenue^;  and  yet  he  lives  in  great  splendour; 
and  so  far  is  he  from  distressing  his  people, 
that,  in  the  present  rage  for  emigration,  not  a 
man  has  left  hu  estate. 

It  was  past  six  o*clock  when  we  arrived. 
Some  excellent  brandy  was  served  round  im- 
mediately, according  to  the  custom  of  the 


*  **  We  were,**  says  Johnson,  *'  Introduced  into  the  hoa««*, 
which  one  of  the  company  called  the  *  Court  of  Rasay/  with 
politeucts  which  not  the  Court  qf  FenaiUeg  could  have 
thought  defective.*'—  LeOert,  -^  Caoaaa. 

<  Johnson  says,  **  The  money  which  Rmom  raises  from  all 
his  dominions,  which  contain,  at  least,  fifty  tnouiand  acres,  is 
not  believed  to  exceed  SSOf.  \  but  as  he  keeps  a  large  farm  in 
his  own  hands,  he  sells  every  year  a  great  number  of  cattle, 
which  adds  to  his  revenue ;  and  his  table  is  furnished  from 
the  farm  and  from  the  sea  with  very  little  expense,  except 
for  those  things  which  this  country  does  not  produce,  and  of 
those  he  Is  very  liberal.  The  wine  drculatae  UheraUy,  and 
the  tea,  coAe,  and  chocolate,  however  thagr  are  got,  are 
always  at  hand.** — LsMrrs.  — >  Caoun. 
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HigUaada,  where  a  dram  h  geiienJIjr  taken 
ererj  day.  Th^  call  it  a  aoi^.  On  a  «de- 
board  was  plaeea  for  na,  who  had  come  off  the 
■ea,  a  sobatantial  (Umier«  and  a  Yariety  of  wines. 
Then  we  had  eofiee  and  tea.  I  obaerred  in 
the  room  aereral  elegantlj  boond  books  and 
other  marks  of  nnpro^  life.  Soon  afterwards 
a  fiddler  appeared^  and  a  little  ball  began. 
Boaegr  himseif  danced  with  as  mueh  spirit  as 
any  man,  and  Malcolm  bounded  like  a  roe. 
SaiMlie  Bladeod,  who  has  at  times  an  excessive 
flow  of  spirits,  and  had  it  now,  was,  in  hia  dajs 
of  absconding,  known  by  the  nameof  Jf*Oicf- 
hek  *,  which  it  seems  was  the  desdgnaiion  of  a 
kind  of  wild  man  in  the  Highlands  something  be- 
tween Phyteus  and  DonQuixote ;  and  so  he  was 
called  here.  He  made  mueh  jovial  noise.  Dr. 
Johnson  was  so  delighted  with  this  scene,  that 
he  said,  **  I  know  not  how  we  shall  get  away.** 
It  entertained  me  to  observe  him  sitting  bj, 
while  we  danced,  sometimes  in  deep  medita- 
tion, soraetimci  smiling  complacenuj,  som^ 
times  looking  upon  Hookers  Koman  History, 
and  sometimes  talldng  a  little^  amidst  the  noise 
of  the  ball,  to  Mr.  I>onald  McQueen,  who 
anxiously  gadiered  knowledge  from  him.  He 
was  pleased  with  McQueen,  and  said  to  me, 
**Th]8  h  a  critical  man.  Sir.  There  must 
be  great  Tigoor  of  mind  to  make  him  cultivate 
learning  so  much  in  the  isle  of  Sky,  where  he 
might  do  without  it.  It  is  wonderful  how 
many  of  the  new  publications  he  has.  There 
must  be  a  snatch  of  every  opportunity.**  Mr. 
MH^ueen  told  me  that  his  brother  (who  is  the 
fourth  generation  of  the  family  following  each 
other  as  ministers  of  the  parish  of  Snizort) 
and^  he  joined  together,  ana  bought  from  time 
to  time  such  books  as  had  reputation.  Soon 
after  we  came  in,  a  black  cock  and  gray  hen, 
which  had  been  shot,  were  shown,  with  their 
feathers  on,  to  Dr.  Johnson,  who  had  never 
seen  that  species  of  bird  before.  We  had  a 
company  of  thirty  at  supper ;  and  all  was  good 
humour  and  gaiety,  without  intemperance. 

TkMrtday,  Sept  9.  — At  breakfast  this 
morning,  among  a  profusion  of  other  things, 
there  were  oat^es,  made  of  what  is  cidled 
graddaned  meal,  tiiiut  is,  meal  made  of  grain 
separated  from  die  husks,  and  toasted  by  fire, 
instead  of  beiiw  threshed  and  kiln-dried.  This 
seems  to  be  bad  management,  as  so  much 
fodder  is  consumed  by  it  Mr  McQueen  how- 
ever defended  it,  by  saying,  that  it  b  doing 
the  thinff  much  quicker^  as  one  operation 
efiecta  what  is  otherwise  done  by  two.  His 
chief  reason  however  was,  that  the  servants  in 


>  Alexaadar  Umdmi,  of  MulWPinridi.  advomta, 
extrvnely  otawzkrai  lo  gw»iiuiawH  bgr  lili  ■— luui  peraonal 
•flbrt*  to  cngM*  bit  cliM  MactopS.  «mI  MacdoMM  of  Sky. 
lo  Um  Cb«valftr-I  attaapto  «r  174S.  Hai  h9  •acceedad.lt 
would  boTO  oddad  ooo  third  at  laait  lo  Cho  Joeobito  army. 
Boavoll  baa  oddly  doacHbtd  JfOiodfcd.  tbo  baing  wboos 
naoM  waa  oeafciiod  upon  tfala  §mikmm,  at  aaoMthlng 
betwixt  FnNaoa  md  Don  Qolsola.  It  It  tbo  qoom  of  a 
•pae1««  of  mtp',  or  a^rft  JbOet,  a  aort  of  mouotate  Pnefc 
or  baas«>»W«.  •«■  ranof  tho  wllda  aad  nouncahM,  at  tbo 
old  UlfhUndort  baUofOdT  ■uintoat  WitblW.  ' 


Sky  ar^  according  to  him^  a  faidileis  ptdc  , 
and  steal  what  they  can ;  ao  that  mneh bitTed 
by  the  com  passing  but  once  through  thdr 
hands,  as  at  each  time  they  pilfer  some.  It  tp-  > 
pears  to  me,  that  the  gnMimnf  is  a  ttrong 
proof  of  the  laainess  of  the  Highlswhfs,  who 
will  rather  make  fire  ad  far  them,  it  the 
expense  of  fodder,  than  Ubaor  thansdvea  ■ 
There  was  also,  what  I  eanwit  Up  disliking  St  i 
breakfitf  t,  cheese :  it  is  the  custom  over  sU  the 
Highlands  to  have  it ;  and  it  often  smsUs  rery 
strong,  and  poiaons  to  a  oertain  degree  thi 
elegance  of  an  indium  repast.  *    The  dsy  va 
shtmery;  however,  /Zosay  and  I  took  a  walk, 
and  had  some  cordial  oflmverastion.    I  coa* 
oeived  a  more  than  ordinary  legard  fcr  tiiis 
worthy  gentleman.    His  family  has  fomesntA 
this  isbmd  above  four  hundred  yeaiai   It  a 
the  remains  of  the  estate  of  Madeod  of  Lewii, 
whom  he  represents.    WhcB  we  retnmed,  Dr. 
Johnson  walked  with  na  to  see  the  old  ckspd 
He  was  in  fine  spirits.     He  said,  ''Thij  ii 
truly  the  patriarchal  life:  this  is  what  we  csbm 
to  find.** 

After  dinner,  JlfCnulick,  Malcolm,  sad  I 
went  out  with  guns,  to  try  if  we  could  find 
any  black-cock ;  but  we  had  no  sport,  owing 
to  a  heavy  rain.    I  saw  here  what  is  called  i 
Danish  fort    Onr  eveniBg  waa  passed  u  \ift 
nicht  was.      One  of  our  oompany^  I  w« 
told,  had  hurt  himself  by  too  much  stu^f.  i 
particularly  of  infidel  metaph^rKdana,  of  whid 
ne  gaye  a  proof  on  secona  si|^t  being  vb- 
tioned.    He  immediatelv  retailed  sobm  of  tbc 
fallacious   arguments  of  Ydtnire  and  Uooe 
against  miracles  in  general     Ls6delity  in  i 
I&jghland  gentleman  appeared  to  me  peoibuiv 
ofiensive.    I  was  sorry  for  him,    as  he  hW 
otherwise  a  good  character.    I  told  Dr.  J<^e- 
son  that  he  had  studied  hunsdf  into  infidel.tT. 
JoBRSON.    **  Then  he  must  study  himself  &ut 
of  it  a^n ;  that  is  the  way.    Druiking  laiv'  -f 
will  sober  him  ag»in.** 

Friday,  Sept  10.  — Haviw  resolved  tr 
explore  the  island  of  Raaay,  which  could  Ic 
done  only  on  foot,  I  last  night  obtained  *■} 
fcllow-traTeller*s  permission  to  leave  him  >f 
a  day,  he  being  unable  to  take  ae  hardy  s 
walk.  Old  Mr.  Malcolm  Madeod,  who  W 
obligingly  promised  to  aocompsoj  me>,  ▼** 
at  my  bcKlmde  between  five  and  six.  1  fpncf 
up  immediately ;  and  he  and  I,  attended  by  rra 
other  gentlemen,  traversed  the  ooiuitvy  duria^ 
the  whole  of  this  day.  Thongli  we  had  p*'"'^ 
over  not  less  than  four  and  twentj  aniJei  rf 
very  rugged  ground,  and  had   a   Hig^Uni 


raUcbievoot. 


•  Mr.  BoawHI  IbraoCt  ihM  ibora  www 
tbo  imdimm  lumonoa  of  lao  aad  8«gv  tad 
tbvaa  mm  tbe  imrvdera. ..  Cooawi. 

*  air  Walter  Soott  tboucbt  ibit  wot 
cortalalj  nlttakm.    Mr.  wlUbuB 
tboi  tho  gvficlnaaB  olludod  to 
— CaoKiSilSU. 
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dace  OB  Ae  top  of  Don  Cm,  tiie  kigheift 
■ouuin  in  tbe  kland,  we  retumad  in  the 
cfoung  not  It  all  fiitigaod.  Mid  pM{iied  our^ 
aKei  tt  not  bein^  outdone  it  the  nishdy 
bdl  bT  o«r  IsB  actwe  fisenda,  who  bad  re- 
■neiatlMMnL 

£vafvf  of  RaaaQT  ^Ul  not  furniah  much 
can  lotereat  mjreadera;  lahall  there- 
fore pat  into  as  ahort  a  conmaaa  at  I  can  the 
oteratiaai  open  it,  whieh  1  find  remtered 
n  nj  joomal.  It  ia  ahoot  fifteen  Engliah 
■3ei  long  and  ftor  broad.  On  the  aonth 
Mk  is  die  Laird*a  family  aeal;,  aitaated  on  & 
pteMOg  Lnr  apot  The  old  tower  of  three 
itoriei,  BMBtkned  bj  liartuif  waa  taken  down 
»m  aftor  1746,  mmI  a  modem  hooee  aufH 
piia  ita  place.  There  are  Terj  good  graaa- 
icMi  ana  eom-IaDda  about  it,  irall-dreaaed. 
I  obierred,  how«rer,  hardlj  anj  inoloavrea, 
cxopl  a  good  gaidea  plentinill j  atoclced  with 
x^getaUe^  and  atrmwbemea,  raapbemea,  oor-^ 

Ob  one  of  the  rocka  jnat  where  we  hmded, 
vUe&  are  not  high,  there  ia  Tudehr  carved  a 
•(jure,  with  a  cnicifix  in  the  nndme.  Here, 
X  i«  nid,  the  L^!da  of  Saai^,  in  old  timea^ 
aed  to  ofler  up  tb^  deirotiooa.  I  oould 
^  ap|)roaeh  the  apot  without  a  grateful 
«'«eotteci4on  of  the  event  omnmemnrated  bj 
thismabeL 

A  uttk  from  the  afaorBi  weatward,  b  a  Idnd 
'^  labcemneooa  hooae.  There  baa  been  a 
^ttonl  fisaure,  or  aeparation  of  the  rook, 
xunng  towarda  the  aea,  which  haa  been 
nuTed  over  with  long  atonea,  and  aboTC  them 
^  haa  been  laid.  In  that  place  the  in- 
^itaats  med  to  keep  their  oara.  There 
->  &  Domber  of  treea  near  the  houae,  which 
rw  well ;  aome  of  them  of  a  prett/  good 
'V'«  Hkt  are  moatly  plane  and  aui.  A 
(^  to  the  west  of  tiie  houae  ia  an  (rfd 
yui^  ch^Ki,  unroofed,  which  nerer  haa 
^  mrcnrioua.  We  here  asw  aome  bmnaa 
^^•es  01  an  unoonunon  aiae.  There  waa  a 
^-booe,  in  particalar,  whidi  Dr.Madeod 
*^  vii  auch,  that  if  the  foot  waa  in  pnn 
y^^^  it  nnist  have  been  twenty-aeven 
^"^  loag.  Dr.  Johnaon  would  not  look  at 
-■!  boaea.  He  otarted  baek  from  them  with 
V^^nkan^^pevmioe  of  horror.*  Mr.MHiueen 
'*'  n,  It  wna  Ibrmerlj  much  the  custom,  in 
\^  ide%  to  ha;Te  human  bonea  lymg  above 
^'^  capectall  J  in  the  windowa  of  churdiea.' 
*>  ^  aooth  6t  the  di^  ia  the  ftnnly 
'*^io«^plaoe.  Abore  the  door,  on  the  east 
7  •  flC  iL  ia  a  amall  boat  or  image  of  the 
'  "7B  Bury,  earned  open  a  atone  which 
■«^  Mit  of  the  walL  There  is  no  church 
'/^  IBS  aaiand.    It  ia  anneied  to  one  of  the 


tilt  ttmA 
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Mt  ■■  two  or  tboM  atMt  bOMt 

L  uDQa^umclf  mm  m  atfttlnM 

'  gmk  borror  at  th«  ligfat  of 
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pariahea  ef  Sky ;  and  the  miniater  cornea  and 
preadwa  either  in  Ramy**  hoioae  or  aome 
other  houae,  on  certain  Siindaya*  I  oould  not 
but  value  the  family  aeat  more,  for  having 
even  the  niins  of  a  chapel  close  to  it.  There 
was  something  comfortable  in  the  thought  of 
bdng  so  near  a  piece  of  conaecrated  ground. 
Dr.  Johnson  aaid,  **I  look  with  reverence 
upon  every  place  that  haa  been  set  i^>art  for 
reCgiott ;  *  and  he  kept  off  hb  hat  while  he 
was  within  the  walla  or  the  chapel. 

Hm  ei^  croases,  which  Martin  mentiona 
aa  {pyramids  ibr  deceased  ladies,  stood  in  a 
senucircidar  line,  which  contained  within  it 
the  chapd.  The^  marked  out  the  boundaries 
of  the  sacred  territory  within  which  an  aaylum 
was  to  be  had.  One  of  them,  which  we  ob- 
served upon  our  landing,  made  die  first  point 
of  the  semidrole.  There  are  few  of  them 
now  remaining.  A  ^ood  way  farther  north, 
there  b  a  row  of  buudings  sbout  four  feet 
high:  they  run  from  the  shore  on  the  eaat 
along  the  top  of  a  pretty  high  eminence,  and 
80  dovm  to  the  diore  on  the  weat,  in  much 
the  same  direction  with  the  crosaea.  Raaay 
took  them  to  be  the  marks  for  the  asylum; 
but  Malcolm  thought  them  to  be  false  sen- 
tinela,  a  common  deception,  of  which  instances 
occur  in  Martin,  to  make  invaders  imagine 
an  bland  better  guarded.  Mr.  Donald  McQueen 
juatly,  in  my  opinion,  suppoeed  the  crosses 
whicii  form  the  inner  circle  to  be  the  church's 
landmarks. 

Hie  south  end  of  the  island  b  much  covered 
with  large  stones  or  rocky  strata.  The  Laird 
haa  endoaed  and  planted  part  of  it  with  firs, 
and  he  showed  me  a  considerable  space  marked 
out  for  additional  plantations. 

Dun  Can  b  a  mountain  three  computed 
miles  from  the  L<urd*8  house.  The  ascent  to 
it  b  by  consecutive  rbings,  if  that  expression 
may  be  used  when  valleys  intervene,  so  that 
there  b  but  a  short  rise  at  once;  but  it  b 
certainly  very  high  above  the  sea.  The  pahn 
of  altitude  b  disputed  for  by  the  people  of 
Rasav  and  those  of  Sky ;  the  former  contend- 
ing ror  Dun  Can,  the  latter  for  the  mountains 
in  Sky,  over  ajzainst  it.  We  went  up  the  esst 
side  of  Dun  Csn  prettjr  easily.  It  b  mostly 
rocks  afi  around,  the  points  of  which  hem  the 
summit  of  it.  Sailors,  to  whom  it  was  a  good 
object  as  they  pass  along,  call  it  Raaay'a  cap. 
Bdbre  we  reached  tiiia  mountain,  we  paaaed 
by  two  lakes.  Of  4he  first  Malcolm  tola  me  a 
strange  fabulous  tradition.  He  said,  there  waa 
a  inld  beaat  in  it,  a  aea^horae,  which  came  and 
devoured  a  man*a  daughter ;  upon  which  the 
man  lij^ted  a  great  fire,  and  had  a  sow  roasted 
at  it,  the  amell  of  which  attracted  the  monater. 


rallei  of   mortality  at  aa 


•  k  to  poriuM  a  Celcie  curtofli ;  Ibr  I  dbtmad  It  fai  Ik»- 
laad  occaaluoauj,  Mpociall j  nt  Ttbe  roliMd  abboy  oboreh  onj 
the  celebrated  pronootorj  of  MucniM,  at  KlUanief .— WaL- 
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In  the  fire  was  put  a  spit  Hie  muk  Uj  ooo- 
cealed  behind  a  low  wall  of  looae  atonea,  and 
he  had  an  avenue  formed  for  the  moniter,  with 
two  rows  of  large  fiat  ftonea,  which  extended 
from  the  fire  orer  the  snminit  of  the  hill,  till  it 
reached  the  aide  of  the  lodi.  The  mooater 
came,  and  the  man  with  the  red-hot  apit  de* 
stroked  it.  Malcolm  ahowed  me  the  little 
hiding  place  and  the  rowa  of  atones.  He  did 
not  laugh  when  he  told  thia  atory.  I  recollect 
having  seen  in  the  Scots  Magazine,  aereral 
jears  ago,  a  poem  upon  a  aimilar  tale,  perhaos 
the  same,  translated  firom  the  Erse,  or  Irish, 
called  "^  Albin  and  the  Danshter  of  Mey.**  * 

There  is  a  large  tract  of  land,  possessed  as  a 
common,  in  Basaj.  Thej  hare  no  rq^ulaiiona 
as  to  the  numb^  of  cattle ;  erery  man  puta 
upon  it  aa  man/  as  he  chooses.  FromI>un 
Can  northward,  till  jou  mch  the  other  end  of 
the  island,  there  is  much  good  natural  pasture, 
unencumbered  b/ stones.  We  passed  orer  a 
spot  which  is  appropriated  for  the  exercising 
ground.  In  1745,  a  hundred  fidbting  men 
were  reriewed  here,  as  Malcolm  told  me,  who 
was  one  of  the  officers  that  led  them  to  the 
field.  Ther  returned  home  all  but  about 
fourteen.  What  a  princely  thing  is  it  to  be 
able  to  furnish  such  a  band!  £ua^  has  the 
true  spirit  of  a  chief.  He  is,  without  exaggen^ 
tion,  a  father  to  his  neople. 

There  is  plenty  or  limestone  in  the  island,  a 
great  quarrj  of  fireestone,  and  some  natural 
woods,  but  none  of  any  age,  as  they  cut  the 
trees  for  common  country  uses.  The  lakes,  of 
which  there  are  many,  are  well  stocked  with 
trout  Malcolm  catched  one  of  four  and 
twenty  pounds*  weight  in  the  loch  next  to 
Dun  Can,  which,  by  the  way,  is  certainly  a 
Danish  name*,  as  most  names  of  placea  in 
these  islands  are. 

The  old  castle,  in  which  the  family  of  Rasay 
formerly  rended,  u  situated  upon  a  rock  very 
near  the  aea.  The  rock  is  not  one  mass  of 
stone,  but  a  congregation  of  pebbles  and  earth, 
so  firm  that  it  does  not  appear  to  have  moul- 
dered. In  this  remnant  of  antiquity  I  found 
nothing  worthy  of  being  noticed,  except  a 
certain  accommodation  noely  to  be  found  at 
the  modem  houses  of  Scotland,  and  which  Dr. 
Jc^nson  and  I  sought  for  in  rain  at  the  Laird  of 
Rasay's  new  built  mansion,  where  nothing  else 
was  wanting.  I  took  the  libertr  to  tell  the 
Laird  it  waa  a  shame  there  should  be  such  a 
deficiem^  in  dTilised  times.  He  acknowledged 
the  justice  of  the  remaik.  But  perhaps  some 
generations  mar  paas  before  the  want  is  sup- 
plied.    Dr.  Johnson   obserred  to  me,    how 


1  An  HcbridMB  votvIqb,  H  vooM  smh.  of  tb«  itoffy  of 
Perieui  and  AndrooMda.  — >  CaoKn. 

<  It  b  claarlr  aa  BrM  or  Caltk  nama.  Mamoandad  af 
l>Mt.ahUl,aodCa».tliahcwl.l.tf.lbabiffaaitliUI.  So  in 
Seocland,  JTinHferr,  tba  ktmd lamd  or  prooMmCory .  It  muf  ba 
otMorvcd  that  JTmI— Um  Kantian  pnmaanorj  of  Baglaad— 
!■  no  douM  a  cootracUon  of  jr«Hirr,  tba  ktmd  land,  at  Um 
name  of  tba  eaplul .  Can  tgr  ktag,  the  Mirtm^  tktpr*- 
'    -  •  •     -      '         1.-.C1 


quietly  people  will  endure  an  eril,  which  the? 
might  at  any  time  very  easily  remedy ;  ind 
mentioiied,  as  an  instance,  that  the  present 
fiunily  of  Baaay  had  poaicsacd  the  iauid  for 
more  than  four  hundred  yean,  and  never 
made  a  commodious  landinff-place,  though  1 
few  men  with  pickaxea  might  hare  cat  in 
ascent  of  stain  out  of  any  part  of  the  rock  n  ) 
a  week*a  time.'  1 

Tlie  north  end  of  Rasay  ia  as  rod^  u  the  ' 
aouth  end.    From  it  I  saw  the  littk  isle  of  I 
Fladda,  belonnng  to  Baa^,  all  fine  gjeen  ^ 
ground ;  and  Rona,  which  is  of  so  rocky  t  toil  \ 
that  it  appean  to  be  a  payement.    I  wai  told, 
however,  that  it  has  a  great  deal  of  grin  in 
the  intersticea.    The  Laird  has  it  au  in  his 
own  handa.  At  this  end  of  the  island  of  Rjmt 
is  a  care  in  a  striking  situation ;  it  is  in  1 
recess  of  a  great  deft,  a  good  way  up  from  th«  , 
sea.    Before  it  the  ocean  roars,  being  dished  1 
against  monstrous  broken  rocks;  grsad  ind 
awfiil  prcpufnaetikL     On  the  right  hand  of  it 
isalongitudmalcaTe,Terylowat  thecntruice,  , 

but  higher  as  jou  adTanee.    The  sea  hating 
scooped  it  out,  it  seems  strange  and  unaccouot' 
able  that  the  interior  part,  where  tbewstcr 
must  have  operated  with  less  force,  should  be  1 
loftier  than  that  whidi  is  more  immedistelr 
exposed  to  its  liolence.    The  roof  of  it  is  ui  • 
coTcred  with  a  kind  of  petrifactions  formed  Vr 
drops,  which  perpetually  distil  firom  it    TV 
firat  cave  has  oeen  a  plaice  of  much  safety.   1  , 
find  a  great  dUBcuIty  in  describing  ToiUe  | 
objects.    I  must  own  too,  that  the  M  ctftk 
and  cave,  like  many  other  things,  of  which  one 
hears  much,  did  not  answer  my  expectations. 
People  are  erery  where  apt  to  magnify  the 
conoaities  of  their  country. 

Thia  ialand  haa  abundance  of  black  catsk 
aheep,  and  goats ;  a  good  many  hones,  whirh 
are  used  fixr  ploughing,  carryinff  out  dung,  ml 
other  worka  of  husbandry.  I  beliere  the 
people  nerer  ride.  There  are  indeed  00  ntM 
thniugh  the  island,  unless  a  lew  detached 
beaten  tracts  deserre  that  name.  Moat  of  the 
houses  are  upon  the  shore;  so  that  sll  the 
people  hare  little  boats,  and  catch  fish.  There 
u  great  plenty  of  potatoea  here.  There  sre 
UackHXH^  in  extraordinary  abusdaiiee,  tafx*^ 
fowl,  plorer  and  wild  piffeona,  which  aeoncd  b> 
me  to  be  theaame  as  we liaTe  in  mgetm-houtes 
in  th^  state  of  nature.  Au^  has  no  pip:<«* 
house.  There  are  no  hares  nor  rabbits  in  the 
island,  nor  was  there  ever  known  to  be  a  f -x^ 
till  last  rear,  when  one  waa  landed  on  it  \ff 
some  malicions  person,  withont  whose  aid  W 
could  not  have  got  thither,  aa  that  aaiasl  ii 


•TboiwhJoh 
for  baving  ramainad 
tbair  bland 
to  wrko  bit 
oolrlbrtbo  laal 
aecaadblo.  •"  1  I 
eoniidi^ad  aan 
MCaniUf 


bfalandtav 

foan  that  Mi 

r  not  wbottwr,  aor  \ 
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I  bown  to  be  a  very  bad  swimmer.  He  has 
-  done  mach  lolschief.  Tliere  is  a  great  deal  of 
;  &h  canght  in  the  sea  round  Kasay;  it  is  a 
'  place  where  one  may  live  in  plenty,  and  even 
in  luxury.  There  are  no  deer ;  but  Basay  told 
I  tts  he  would  get  some. 

They  reckon  it  rains  nine  months  in  the  year 
in  this  island,  owing  to  its  being  directly  op- 
posite to  the  western '  coast  of  Ssy,  where  the 
I  wateiT  clouds  are  broken  by  hich  mountains. 
The  hills  here,  and  indeed  all   the   heathy 
grounds  in  general,  abound  with  the  sweet- 
i»m«Iling plant  which  the  Highlanders  caU^mii^ 
and  (I  think)  with  dwarf  juniper  in  manj 
places.    There  is  enough  of  turf,  which  is  theur 
I'uel,  and  it  is  thought  there  is  a  mine  of  coal. 
;  Such  are  the  observations  which  I  made  upon 
the  island  of  Rasay,  upon  comparing  it  with 
the  description  given  by  Martin,  whose  book 
we  had  with  us. 
There  has  been  an  ancient  league  between 
I  the  families  of  Macdonald  and  Rasay.     When- 
\  erer  the  head  of  either  family  dies,  his  sword 
;  \i  giren  to  the  head  of  the  other.   The  present 
i  itrnaif  has  the  late  Sir  James  Macdonald*s 
I  ^word.    Old  Batay  joined  the  Highland  army 
in  174.5,  but  prudently  guarded  against  a  for- 
feiture, by  previously  conveying  his  estate  to 
the  present  gentleman,  his  eldest  son.     On 
that  occasion.  Sir  Alexander,  father  of  the  late 
Sir  James  Macdonald,  was  very  friendly  to 
his  ndghbour.      ^Don*t  be  afraid,   Raaayy^ 
said  be,  **  FU  use  all  my  interest  to  keep  you 
safe;  and  if  your  estate  should  be  taken,  1*11 
huT  it  for  the  family."     And  he  would  have 
doiie  it 

Let  me  now  gather  some*  gold  dust,  some 
m^ire  fragments  of  Dr.  Johnson^s  conversation, 
without  regard  to  order  of  time.  He  said, 
*"  he  thought  very  highly  of  Bentley ;  that  no 
nan  now  went  so  far  in  the  kinds  of  learning 
that  he  cultivated ;  that  the  many  attacks  on 
lumwere  owing  to  envy,  and  to  a  desire  of 
^ng  known,  by  being  in  competition  with 
«Qch  a  man ;  that  it  was  safe  to  attack  him, 
^lecause  he  never  answered  his  opponents,  but 
let  them  die  away.  It  was  attacking  a  man 
who  would  not  beat  them,  because  his  beating 
them  would  make  them  live  the  longer.  And 
^  was  right  not  to  answer ;  for,  in  his  hazard- 
^v  inetlMd  of  writing,  he  could  not  but  be 
^tten  enough  wrong ;  so  it  was  better  to  leave 
thin^  to  their  general  appearance,  than  own 
hirnself  to  have  erred  in  particulars.**  He 
^  "*  Mallet  was  the  prettiest  dressed  puppet 
^ut  town,  and  always  kept  good  company. 


'So  to  all  Uw  cdMoa«,  but  the  eaiUm  coait  of  Skjr  \*  next 
^  a^uy.  Bntvett  meant  that  the  eastern  coast  or  Skj  Is 
n^wvrrf  or  Rany.  —  €:BOKBn. 

'  The  laie  General  Hnelcod,  born  In  1764.  In  1776.  he 
nitarrd  the  amy.  raising,  then,  an  independent  companr, 
»d  lo  1740,  Uie  second  battalion  of  the  fortrneconri,  which 
»«'  IM  to  India,  vhere  be  terTed  with  great  dittinctlon.  On 
ti't  re-qrn  home,  he  became  M.P.  for  the  county  of  Inver* 
n-^i,  u  bis  grandfather  had  been ;  but  so  far  from  extln- 
s;^-«bing  Uie  ddit  oo  his  csutc,  he  increased  it  {  for  though 


That,  from  his  way  of  talking,  he  saw,  and 
always  said,  that  he  had  not  written  any  part 
of  the  Life  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough, 
though  perhaps  he  intended  to  do  it  at  some 
time,  in  whicn  case  he  was  not  culpable  in 
taking  the  {tension.  That  he  imagined  the 
Duchess  furnished  the  materials  for  her  Apo- 
logy, which  Hooke  wrote,  and  Hooke  fiumished 
the  words  and  the  order,  and  all  that  in  which 
the  art  of  writing  consists.  That  the  Duchess 
had  not  superior  parts,  but  was  a  bold  trontless 
woman,  who  knew  how  to  make  the  most  of 
her  opportunities  in  life.  That  Hooke  got  a 
large  sum  of  money  for  writing  her  Apology. 
That  he  wondered  Hooke  should  have  been 
weak  enough  to  insert  so  profligate  a  maxim, 
as  that  to  tell  another*s  secret  to  one*s  friend 
is  no  breach  of  confidence;  though  perhaps 
Hooke,  who  was  a  virtuous  man,  as  his  History 
shows,  and  did  not  wish  her  well,  thoush  he 
wrote  her  Apology,  might  see  its  ill  tendency, 
and  yet  insert  it  at  her  desire.'  He  was  acting 
only  ministerially.**  I  apprehend,  however, 
that  Hooke  was  bound  to  give  his  best  advice. 
I  speak  as  a  lawyer.  Though  I  have  had 
clients  whose  causes  I  could  not^  as  a  private 
man,  approve;  yet,  if  I  undertook  them,  I 
would  not  do  anything  that  might  be  preju- 
dicial to  them,  even  at  their  desire,  without 
warning  them  of  their  danger. 

Saturday ^  Sept.  11. — It  was  a  storm  of  wind 
and  rain,  so  we  could  not  set  out.  I  wrote 
some  of  this  journal,  and  talked  awhile  with 
Dr.  Johnson  in  his  rtx>m,  and  passed  the  day, 
I  cannot  well  say  how,  but  very  pleasantly.  I 
was  here  amused  to  find  Mr.  Cumberfand's 
comedy  of  the  ^  Fashionable  Lover,**  in  which 
he  has  very  well  drawn  a  Highland  character, 
Colin  Macleod,  of  the  same  name  with  the 
family  under  whose  roof  we  now  were.  Dr. 
Johnson  was  much  pleased  with  the  Laird  of 
Macleod  ^  who  is  indeed  a  most  promising 
youth,  and  with  a  noble  spirit  struggles  with 
difficulties,  and  endeavours  to  preserve  his 
people.  He  has  been  left  with  an  incumbrance 
of  forty  thousand  pounds  debt,  and  annuities 
to  the  amount  of  thirteen  hundred  pounds  a 
year.  Dr.  Johnson  said,  ^  If  he  gets  tne  better 
of  all  this,  he*ll  be  a  hero ;  and  I  hope  he  will* 
I  have  not  met  with  a  young  man  who  had 
more  desire  to  learn,  or  who  has  learnt  more. 
I  have  seen  nobody  that  I  wish  more  to  do 
a  kindness  to  than  Macleod.**  Such  was  the 
honourable  eulogium  on  this  young  chieftain, 
pronounced  by  an  accurate  observer,  whose 
pnuse  was  never  lightly  bestowed. 


he  had  sold  a  great  tract  of  land  In  Harris,  he  left  at  his 
death,  in  1801,  the  original  debt  of  SO.OOCV.  Incrensed  to 
70,00(V.— C.  An  autobiographical  fragment  bgr  General 
Macleod  was  communicated  to  me  by  that  gentleman's  son, 
tlie  late  M.P.  for  Sudbury,  and  published  in  the  Appendix  of 
ray  first  edition ;  but  ino  small  a  part  of  it  relates  to  Dr. 
Johnson  to  allow  of  its  Introduction  into  this  (»m|}resstNi 
volume.  The  Grneral,  »ith  much  comiiUmaot  to  the  rl)ar4C« 
ter  of  his  illustrious  gufst,  complains  of  his  incredulity  as 
to  Ossiao.  —  CaoKKR,  1846. 
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There  is  neither  instice  of  ])cace  nor  consta- 
ble in  KoaaT.  Sky  nas  Mr.  MncJeod  of  Uliuish, 
iirbo  is  the  sheriff  substitute,  and  no  other  justice 
of  peace.  The  want  of  the  execution  of  justice 
is  mnch  felt  among  the  islanders.  Macleod 
very  sensibly  observed,  that  taking  away  the 
heritable  jurisdictions  hod  not  been  of  sucli 
service  in  the  islands  as  was  imn^inetl.  They 
had  not  authority  enough  in  lieu  of  them. 
What  could  formerly  have  been  settled  at 
once,  must  now  either  take  much  time  and 
trouble,  or  be  neglected.  Dr.  Johnson  said, 
*'*'  A  country  is  in  a  bad  state,  which  is  go- 
verned only  by  laws;  because  a  thouJNUid 
things  occur  for  which  laws  cannot  provide, 
and  where  authority  ought  to  interpose.  Now 
destroying  the  authority  of  the  chiefs  sets  the 
people  loose.    It  did  not  pretend  to  bring  any 

rBitive  good,  but  only  to  cure  some  evil ;  and 
am  not  well  enough  acquainted  with  the 
country  to  know  what  degree  of  evil  the  herit- 
able jurisdictions  occasioned.**  I  maintained, 
hardly  any ;  because  the  chiefs  generally  acted 
right,  for  their  own  sakes. 

Dr.  Johnson  was  now  wishing  to  move. 
There  was  not  enough  of  intellectual  enter- 
tainment for  him,  a?ter  he  had  satisfied  his 
curiositr,  which  he  did,  by  asking  questions, 
till  he  bad  exhausted  the  island ;  and  where 
there  was  so  numerous  a  company,  mostly 
young  people,  there  was  such  a  flow  of  familiar 
talk,  so  much  noise,  and  so  much  singine  and 
dancing,  that  little  opportunity  was  left  for 
his  energetic  conversation.  lie  seemed  sen- 
sible of  this ;  for  when  I  told  him  how  happy 
they  were  at  having  him  there,  he  said,  ^  X  et 
we  have  not  been  able  to  entertain  them  much." 
I  was  fretted,  from  irritability  of  nerves,  by 
IPCmtlick**  too  obstreperous  mirth.'  I  com- 
plained of  it  to  my  friend,  observing  we  should 
be  better  if  he  was  gone.  "  No,  Sir,**  said  he. 
**  lie  puts  something  into  our  society,  and 
takes  nothing  out  of  it.**  Dr.  Johnson,  how- 
ever, had  several  opportunities  of  instructing 
the  company ;  but  X  am  sorry  to  say,  that  I 
did  not  pay  sufficient  attention  to  what  passed, 
as  his  disoourse  now  turned  chiefly  on  mecha- 
nics, agriculture,  and  such  subjects,  rather 
than  on  science  and  wit.  Last  night  Lady 
Rasay  showed  him  the  operation  of  vHiwking 
cloth,  that  is,  thickening  it  in  the  same  manner 
as  is  done  by  a  mill.  Here  it  is  performed  bv 
women,  who  kneel  upon  the  ground,  and  rub 
it  with  both  tJbeir  hands,  singing  an  Erse  song 
all  the  time.  He  was  askij^  questions  while 
they  were  performing  this  operation,  and, 
amidst  their  loud  and  wild  howl,  his  voice  was 
heard  even  in  the  room  above. 


1  See  am/i,  p  SIS  n.  1.  —  C. 

*  She  bed  been  •ome  time  at  Kdtnlmrgh,  to  which  the 
•fAtn  went,  ami  wa«  mjurled  [1777]  to  taj  worthy  ncifrh- 
bour.  Colonel  Mure  Campbell,  miw  Earl  of  Loudoun :  but 
the  dl«d  MMO afterward*,  leaving  one  daughter.  —  BoawiLt. 
Her  daughter,  Counteis  of  Loudoun  In  her  own  right,  married 
the  late  Earl  of  Molra,  creatrd  BCarquU  of  llasUuga,  aud  b 
the  aMXher  of  the  preeent  Marquit.—  Cao&ia. 


They  dance  here  every  night  The  qnecs  i 
of  our  ball  was  the  eltlest  Miss  Macleod,  of 
Rasay,  an  el^ant  well-bred  woman,  sitd  cele- 
brated for  her  beauty  over  all  those  re^lon^ 
by  the  name  of  Miss  Mora  Ra$ayr  Tht>re 
seemed  to  be  no  jealousy,  no  discontent  aau>ng 
them ;  and  the  gaiety  of  the  scene  wu  such, 
that  I  for  a  mouient  doubted  whether  unhap- 
piness  had  any  place  in  Kasay.  But  mj  de- 
fusion  was  soon  dispelled,  by  recollecting  the 
following  lines  of  my  ieilow-traveller :  — 

**  Yet  hope  not  life  ttom  pain  or  danger  free. 
Or  think  the  doom  of  man  reverted  for  thee  1* 

Sunday^  Sept.  13.  —  It  was  a  beautiful  day, 
and  although  we  did  not  approve  of  travilliii«; 
on  Sunday,  we  resolved  to  set  out,  as  we  were 
in  an  island  from  whence  one  must  take  ocia- 
sion  as  it  serves.    Macleod  and  Talisker  tutl-d 
in  a  boat  of  Rasay*s  for  Sconser,  to  take  tL«> 
shortest  way  to  Dun  vegan.    M-Cr%*Uck  wict 
with  them  to  Sconser,  from  whence  he  was  to 
go  to  Slate,  and  so  to  the  main  land.  We  werr 
resolved  to  pay  a  visit  at  Kingsburgk,  and  r^cv 
the  celebrated  Miss  Flora  Macdomild,  whv  is 
married   to    the    present  Mr.  Macdonalii  vi 
Kingsburgh ;  so  took  that  road,  though  not  ^n 
near.  All  the  family,  but  Lady  Rasay,  vh)kr^i 
down  to  the  shore  to  see  us  depart,    i/o^  ^ 
himself  went  with  us  in  a  large  boat,  «iu 
eight  oars,  built  in  his  island ;  as  did  Mr.  Mal- 
colm   Macleod,    Mr.  Donald  McQueen,    Lrr 
Macleod,  and  some  others.    We  bad  a  m.-« 
pleasant  sail  between  Rasay  and  Sky ;   au . 
passed  by  a  cave,  where  Martin  aays  fuw.- 
were  caught  by  lighting  fire  in  the  mouii.  «. 
it.    Malcolm  remembers  this.    Bui  it  i»  l  *; 
now  practised,  as  few  fowls  come  into  it. 

We  spoke  of  Death.  Dr.  Johnaofi  on  */  i 
subject  observed,  that  the  boastings  of  mi:.i 
men,  as  to  dying  easily,  were  itlle  talk  ^,  \<  ^ 
ceeding  from  nartial  views.  I  mcntiio*  I 
Iiawthomden*s  Cypress  Grove,  where  it  is  m»  I 
that  the  world  is  a  mere  show ;  and  tkAi  it  ; 
unreasonable  for  a  man  to  wish  to  contiou'*  .i 
a  show-room  after  be  has  seen  it.  Let  bu.  .-i 
cheerfully  out,  and  give  place  to  otlu*r  »i*  •: 
tators.^  JoBXSOB.  '*  Yes,  Sir,  if  he  i&  sn.v  i 
is  to  be  well,  after  he  goes  out  of  it.  liut  i:  ti 
is  to  grow  blind  after  be  goes  out  i>f  tl»c  t  L  -  ^ 
room,  and  never  to  see  any  thing  ainun ;  •<  i 
he  does  not  know  whither  he  is  to  go  nr  \u 
man  will  not  go  cheerfully  out  of  a  ahuw  -r  ^  ; 
No  wise  man  will  be  contented  U>  die,  .*  i 
thinks  he  is  to  go  into  a  state  of  paabJh.:*  \ 
Nay,  no  wise  man  will  be  contented  u>  ti.  . 
he  thinks  he  is  to  fall  into  annibtlatum  ll 
however  unhappy  any  man*s  ejtistence  t*.  .^  I 


>  Sreflw/e.p.S1l.~C. 

*  **  They  which  forewent  ot  dM  leave  a 
whjr  shmiid  •m  grieve  to  doe  the  Mmo  lo  t 
come  after  lu  f    MTho  being  admitted  to 
rarltlfS  of  tome  anclquarj**  cat>iiMt,  la 
have  the  cutuln  drawn,  and  g1v«  place  lu 
ftc.  <~>  CgpretM  Gn9t^  edit.  1C30.  -.>  Ixkuubt 
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he  yet  would  rather  have  it,  than  not  exiit  at 
&11.  No;  there  is  no  rational  principle  bj 
which  a  man  can  die  contented,  but  a  trust  in 
the  merej  of  God,  through  the  merits  of  Jetua 
Christ"  This  short  sermon,  delirered  with  an 
esniesi  tone,  in  a  boat  upon  the  sea,  whidi 
was  perfectly  calm,  on  a  day  impropriated  to 
religious  worship,  while  every  one  listened 
with  an  air  of  satisfaction,  had  a  most  pleaung 
eflect  upon  my  mind. 

Pursuin*;  the  same  train  of  serions  reflection, 
he  added,  that  it  seemed  oertidn  that  happi- 
■ev  could  not  be  found  in  this  life,  because  ao 
msoy  had  tried  to  find  it,  in  such  a  variety  of 
wars,  and  had  not  found  it. 

We  reached  the  harbour  of  Portree,  in  Sky, 
which  is  a  large  and  good  one.  I'here  was 
Ijing  in  it  a  weasel  to  carry  off  the  emiffranta, 
odleil  the  Nestor.  It  made  a  short  settlement 
of  the  difierences  between  a  chief  and  his 
cUd:  — 


**  Nestor  componere  Htes 


Inter  Pdcuhm  f«stiiuU  et  int«r  Atriden.** ' 

We  approached  her,  and  she  hoisted  her 
colours.  Dr.  Johnson  and  Mr.  McQueen  re- 
mained in  the  boat :  Raaay  and  I,  and  the  rest, 
vent  on  board  of  her.  She  was  a  very  pretty 
vessel,  and,  as  we  were  told,  the  largest  in 
Cljde.  Mr.  Harriaon,  the  captain,  showed  her 
to  tts.  The  cabin  was  commodious,  and  even 
elegtnt.  There  was  a  little  library,  finely 
bound.  Portree  has  its  name  from  Kinji; 
Junes  the  Fifth  having  landed  there  in  his 
tOQT  through  the  Western  Isles,  ree  m  Erse 
being  king,  as  re  is  in  Italian ;  so  it  is  Port- 
Koyal.'  Thcare  was  here  a  tolerable  inn.  On 
oor  landing,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  finding  a 
letter  firom  nome ;  and  tnere  were  also  letters 
to  Dr.  Johnson  and  me,  from  Lord  Elibank, 
whidi  had  been  sent  after  us  irom  Edinbuigh. 
His  lordship*s  letter  to  me  waa  as  follows :  — 

LORD  ELIBANK  TO  BOS  WELL. 

•*91ttAiiiiiat,177& 

*  Dkaa  B08WKI.1.,  —  I  flew  to   Edinburgh  the 

°*oaimt  I  iMard  of  Mr.  Johnson*s  arrival ;  but  so 

^fiective  vm  my  inteUig<*Dce,  that  I  came  too  late. 

"  It  is  but  justice  to  believe,  that  I  could  never 

^>npve  mywlf,  nor  deserve  to  be  forgiven  by  othen, 

if  I  was  to  fiin  in  any  mark  of  respect  to  that  very 

peat  genius.     I  hold  him  in  the  highest  venera- 

<>M;  fisr  that  very  reaMm  I  was  resolved  to  take 

"•  thare  b  the  naertt,  perhaps  guik,  of  entieing  him 

I  (•  boQoar  this  eoootry  with  a  visit.     I  eould  not 

persuade  myself  there  was  any  thing  to  Seodand 

I  *«thy  to  have  a  summer  of  Simuel  Johnson  be- 


-  Nestor 
Ta 


-il0  the  angry  paitiei  tries.** 

Jlor.  EpuL  1.  U.  FrtmeU.  —  CaoKKa. 

'  ^  doM  Mt  Mr.  BMwall  alto  ditenver  that  porf  ii.  In 
*[»,  fortf  Indaed  1  iMppoM  that  tha  orifliMd  Erse  was 
^  basaape  aC  a  verr  poor  and  tiartnroui  people,  for  tha 
osacs  uo«  oaplofed  liBr  tha  principal  ahlacu  of  coraneroe. 


Stowed  on  it ;  biit  since  he  has  done  us  that  com- 
pUment,  for  Heaven'a  sake  inform  me  of  your 
motions.  I  will  attend  thetn  moat  religiously ;  and 
though  I  ahould  regret  to  let  Mr.  JiihnH>n  go  a 
mile  out  of  his  way  on  my  account,  old  as  1  am  ',  I 
shall  be  glad  to  go  five  hundred  miles  to  enjoy  a 
day  of  his  eompeay.  Have  the  charity  to  aind  a 
oounciUpoat  ^  with  intelligenct ;  the  p(».t  does  not 
auit  us  in  the  country.  At  any  rate,  write  to  me. 
I  artU  attend  you  in  the  north,  wlien  I  nhall  know 
where  to  find  you.  I  am,  my  dear  Boswell,  your 
sincerely  ohedient  humble  servant.         Embank.** 


The  letter  to  Dr.  Johnson  was  in  these 
words:  — 

LORD  ELIBANK  TO  JOHNSON. 

"  Dsaa  Sia, —  I  was  to  liave  kissed  your  bands 
at  Edinburgh,  the  moment  1  heard  of  you*  but  you 
was  gone. 

'*  I  hope  my  friend  Boawell  will  inform  me  of 
y<mr  motions.  It  will  be  cruel  to  derive  me  an 
instant  of  the  honour  of  attending  you.  As  I  value 
you  mere  than  any  king  in  Christendom,  \  will 
perform  that  duty  with  mflnitely  greater  alacrity 
than  any  eourtier.  I  ean  contribute  but  little  to 
your  entertainment ;  but  my  sincere  esteem  for  you 
gives  me  some  title  to  the  opportunity  of  express- 
ing it. 

**  I  dare  say  you  are  by  this  time  sensible  that 
things  areprettymuch  tlie  same  aa  when  Buclianan 
complained  of  being  bom  so/o  tt  wcm/o  imerudito. 
Let  me  hear  of  you,  and  be  persuaded  that  none  of 
your  admirers  is  more  sincerely  devoted  to  you, 
than,  dear  Sir,  your  most  ohedient  and  nnoat  hum- 
ble  servant,  Eubamk.** 

Dr.  Johnson,  on  the  following  Tuesday,  an- 
swered for  both  of  us,  thus : — 

JOHNSON  TO  LORD  ELIBANK. 

•*  SUe,  Sept.  14. 1773. 

**  Mr  Loas^  —.  On  the  rugged  shore  of  Skie  I 
had  the  honour  of  your  lordship^s  letter,  and  can 
with  great  truth  declare  that  no  place  is  so  gloomy 
but  tliat  it  would  be  cheered  by  such  a  testimony 
of  regard,  from  a  mind  so  well  qualified  to  esitimate 
characters,  and  to  deal  out  approbatitm  in  its  due 
proportions  If  I  have  more  than  my  slmre,  it  is 
your  lordship*s  fiiuU ;  for  1  have  always  reverenced 
your  judgment  too  much,  to  eialt  myself  in  your 
presence  by  any  false  pretensions. 

**  Mr.  Boowell  and  I  are  at  present  at  the  dis- 
posal of  tha  windai  and  therefore  cannot  fia  the  time 
at  which  we  shall  have  the  honour  of  seeing  your 
lordship.  But  we  ahould  cither  of  us  think  our- 
selves injursd  by  the  supposition  that  we  would 

and  of  social  or  poUtfeal  life,  seem  to  have  been  borrowed 
from  fiireifners.  as  kimg,  port,  A»rse.  cow,  ac.  unless.  In. 
deed,  as  soma  philologers  Imashie,  these  wore  derived  from 
loois  common  to  all  laiiguages.  ~  Caoaaa. 

>  His  locdsliip  was  now  70,  having  been  born  In  1708.  — 
CaoKsa. 

*  A  cerm  la  Sentland  for  a  raecial  neesenffer,  such  si  was 
formerly  sent  wkhdeepatobes  ay  tha  Lords  uflbe  Council.  - 
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iniw  your  lordship**  conTerMtion  when  we  could 
enjoy  it ;  for  1  hare  often  declared  that  I  never  met 
jou  without  going  away  •  wiaer  man.  1  am,  my 
Lord,  your  lordship's  most  obedient  and  most 
humble  servant,  Sam.  Johnsoh.** 

At  Portree,  Mr.  Donald  M*Queen  went  to 
church  and  officiated  in  Erse,  and  then  came 
to  dinner.  Dr.  Johnson  and  I  resolved  that 
we  should  treat  the  company,  so  I  played  the 
landlord,  or  master  of  the  feast,  having  pre- 
viously ordered  Joseph  to  pay  the  bill. 

Sir  James  Macdonald  intended  to  have  built 
a  village  here,  which  would  have  done  great 
good.  A  village  is  like  a  heart  to  a  country. 
It  produces  a  perpetual  circulation,  and  gives 
the  people  an  opportunity  to  make  profit  of 
many  little  articles,  which  would  otherwise  be 
in  a  good  measure  lost.  We  had  here  a  dinner, 
et  prmterea  nihiL  Dr.  Johnson  did  not  tidk. 
When  we  were  about  to  depart,  wc  found  that 
RoMay  had  been  beforehand  with  us,  and  that 
all  was  paid ;  I  would  fain  have  contested  this 
matter  with  him,  but  seeing  him  resolved,  I 
declined  it.  We  parted  witli  cordial  embraces 
from  him  and  worthy  Malcolm.  In  the  even- 
ing Dr.  Johnson  and  I  remounted  our  horses, 
aocomponied  by  Mr.  M'Queen  and  Dr.  Mac- 
leod.  It  raine<l  very  hard.  We  rode  what 
they  call  six  miles,  ujion  Bawyt  lands  in  Sky, 
to  Dr.  Macleod*s  house.  On  the  road  Dr. 
Johnson  appeared  to  be  somewhat  out  of 
spirits.  When  I  talked  of  our  meeting  Lord 
Elibank,  he  said,  ^  I  cannot  be  with  him  much. 
I  lonff  to  be  again  in  civilised  life;  but  can 
stay  but  a  short  while**  (he  meant  at  Edin- 
burgh). He  said,  '*  Let  us  go  to  Dunve;;an 
to-morrow.'*— "Yes,"  said  I,  "if  it  is  not  a 
deluge.**  "At  any  rate,**  he  replied.  This 
showed  a  kind  of  fretful  impatience ;  nor  was 
it  to  be  wondered  at,  considering  our  disaffree- 
able  ride.  I  feared  he  would  give  up  Mull 
and  Icolmkill ;  for  he  said  something  of  his 
apprehensions  of  being  <letained  by  bad  weather 
ill  ffoing  to  Mull  and  lona.  However,  I  hoped 
well.  We  had  a  dish  of  tea  at  Dr.  Macleod's, 
who  had  a  pretty  good  house,  where  was  his 
brother,  a  hnlf-pay  officer.  His  lady  was  a 
politic  agreeable  woman.  Dr.  Johnson  said,  he 
was  glad  to  see  that  he  was  so  well  married, 
for  he  had  an  esteem  for  physicians.  The 
doctor  accompanied  us  to  Kmgsburgh,  which 
IS  called  a  mile  farther ;  but  the  computation 


*  It  It  lUt^  In  the  amNinC  of  the  rslwlllon.  pobllthed  un- 
der the  title  of  *' ilM-aawM,"  that  »he  wm  the  daughter  of 
Mr.  Macdonald,  a  tarkiman  or  fcntleman-rann««r,  of  MHton, 
In  SmKh  I  list,  and  vat.  in  1746,  about  twvntjr-four  yearc  old. 
Ic  U  alvo  Mid.  that  her  portrait  was  painted  In  London  in  1747. 
for  Commodore  Smith.  In  wh«iae  ship  the  had  been  brought 

KItoncr  from  SrotUnd  i  but  I  hare  not  been  a*»le  to  trace  tt. 
r.  JohnMM  Rajrt  of  her  lo  Mr*.  Thrale,  **  She  bum  then 
have  been  a  rerv  ymmg  ladjr ;  the  ti  now  not  old  t  of  a  pleat- 
ing  permn,  and  elegant  behaviour.  8he  told  mo  that  the 
thought  herteir  honoured  bjr  mf  vialt ;  and  I  am  ture  that 
whatever  regard  the  b^ttowed  on  me  wat  llberallj  repaiil. 
*  If  thou  likett  her  opintont.  thou  wilt  pralte  her  virtue.'  She 
w.w  carried  to  L«»naon,  but  diimttted  without  a  trinl,  «n«l 
came  down  with  M«lcolm  Miirlcod.  againtc  whom  tiiflirlent 
•vldcnoe  cuuld  uot  be  procured.    bh«  and  her  hutlund 


of  Sky  has  no  connection  whatever  with  rod 
distance. 

I  was  highly  pleased  to  see  Dr.  JohiiM>n 
safely  arriv^  at  Kinssburgh,  and  received  br 
the  hospitable  Mr.  Macdonald,  who,  with  a 
roost  respectful  attcndon,  supported  him  into 
the  house.  Kingsburgk  was  completelv  the 
figure  of  a  gallant  Highlander, — exhibit Ini; 
"  the  graceful  mien  and  manly  looks,**  which 
our  popular  Scotch  son^  has  lustly  attribntt^l 
to  that  character.  He  nad  his  tartan  plaid 
thrown  about  him,  a  large  bine  bonnet  with  a 
knot  of  black  riband  like  a  cockade,  a  brown 
short  coat  of  a  kind  of  duffil,  a  tartan  waist- 
coat with  gold  buttons  and  gold  button-hoiev 
a  bluish  philibeg,  and  tartan  hose.  He  had  jf  t 
black  hair  tied  behind,  and%as  a  large  stately 
man,  with  a  steady  sensible  countenance. 

There  was  a  comfortable  parlour  with  a  so()d 
fire,  and  a  dram  went  round.  By  and  by  su;»- 
per  was  served,  at  which  there  appeared  tbe 
lady  of  the  house,  the  celebrated  Miss  Fijoai 
Macdokau).'  She  is  a  little  woman,  of  a 
genteel  appearance,  and  uncommonly  mild  anil 
well  bred.  To  see  Dr.  Samuel  Jonnson,  tiir 
great  champion  of  the  English  Tories,  salute 
Miss  Flora  Macdonald  in  the  i^le  of  Sky,  was 
a  striking  si^ht;  for,  though  somewhat  ct»r.* 
genial  in  their  notions,  it  was  very  im|nt>ba^-I^ 
they  should  meet  here. 

Miss  Flora  Macdonald  (for  so  I  shall  r:LJ 
her)  told  me,  she  beard  upon  the  main  laml.  as 
she  was  returning  home  about  a  fortnight  be- 
fore, that  Mr. Boswell  was  coming  to  8k t« ar.l 
one  Mr.  Johnson,  a  young  English  bmek\  with 
him.  He  was  highly  entertained  with  tk « 
fancy.  Giving  an  account  of  the  aftenK«'C 
which  we  passed  at  Anock,  he  said,  **  I,  hch^z 
a  buck,  had  Miss  in  to  make  tea.**  lie  «a» 
rather  quiescent  to  ni^ht,  and  went  early  m 
bed.  I  was  in  a  cordial  liumour,  and  prvniKit<d 
a  cheerful  glass.  The  punch  was  exceII«sC 
Honest  Mr.  MKJueen  observed  thai  I  wa5  m 
high  glee,  "  my  governor  being  pone  to  be:  * 
Yet  in  reality  my  heart  was  grieved,  whm  I 
recollected  that  Kinffshirgk  was  embwra-^-t 
in  his  afiairs,  and  intended  to  go  to  Amcr  <  a. 
However,  nothing  but  what  wa«  good  was  pr^ 
sent,  and  I  pleas^  myself  in  thinkins  that  ^< 
spirited  a  man  would  be  well  every  wl»ene.  I 
slept  in  the  same  room  with  Dr.  John««  * 
Each  had  a  neat  bed,  with  tartan  cartain»»  §& 
an  upper  chamber. 

poor,  and  are  t(>l(*S  tn  trj  their  foctane  fat  Au>iiw>    ^ 
renira  tolTltur  orMa.**  ^■LrUen.    They  aid  rm  gtMr  :■ 
America;    but  rKumed  to  Shjr,  wheie    the  di«>t    ««    •-- 
4th  of   March,  179A.  ~  Caoata.       It  la    reiMrhatA^ 
thia  ditttoftuiahed  lady  tlcned  htr  naaae  Fkey.  wevw 
the  more  ciatticjd  orthofraphy.      Her   MarrM^e  twu 
which  It  tn  my  pottrttion.  heart  the  name  tp*lhw<  /1«^ 
U'ALTta  Scott.    We  thall  tee  prcacstly  that  the  tema' 
tl^rd  f7or«.. CRoaaa. 

s  It  m«y  be  nteful  tn  future  tewfan  to  kiMNr  that  rt^r  « 
**  WMCff roHi  **   In  a  fonner  paw>e  of  tht*  •»<%.    k^ 
worti  "bmtt"  here  ewifil ••red,  are  nearly  •yn«w%'»*-.» 
the  term   'Van^,**   em|ii(fyfd  now-«da«»  ti^Sl-  >^* 
r\f»mM  a  ynuoK  yentlcmao  who  la  htt  drew  a-id  e> 
alTectt  the  extr«*me  M  the  taahlOB.     M^fCttrum  la 
la  iha  "  Ikhool  for  Scandal.'*  ~Cb< 
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Mtmdav.  Sept,  13. — The  room  where  "we  lay 
was  a  celebrated  one.    Dr.  Johnson's  bed  was 
tho  Terj  bed '  in  which  the  gr^uidson  of  the 
uofortunate  King  James  the  Second  ^  lay,  on 
one  of  the  nights  after  the  failure  of  his  rash 
mumpt  in  1745-6,  while  he  was  eluding  the 
pursuit  of  the  emissaries  of  government,  which 
hid  oficrcd  thirty  thousand  pounds  as  a  re- 
ward for   apprehending    him.    To  see    Dr. 
Soinucl  Johnson  lying  in  that  bed,  in  the  isle 
of  Sky,  in  the  house  of  Miss  Flora  Macdonald, 
struck  me  with  such  a  group  of  ideas  as  it  is 
not  easy  for  words  to  describe,  as  they  passed 
tlirousii  the  mind.    He  smiled,  and  said,  **I 
have  Ibod  no  ambitious  thoughts  in  it.*'  ^    The 
room  was  decorated  with  a  great  variety  of 
m&ys  aad  prints.  Amon^  others,  was  Hogarth's 
print  of  nilkes  grinning,   with  the   cap  of 
liberty  oo  a  pole  by  him.    That,  too,  was  a 
curious  circumstance  in  the  scene  this  morn- 
iag;  such  a  contrast  was  Wilkes  to  the  above 
^oup.    It  reminded  me  of  Sir  William  Chum- 
bers'i  *' Account  of  Oriental  Gardening,"  in 
wliicli,  we  are  told,  all  odd,  sti*ange,  ugly,  and 
neu  terrible  objects,  are  introduced  for  the 
sake  of  variety ;  a  wild  extravagance  of  taste 
which  is  so  well  ridiculed  in  the  celebrated 
Epistle  to  him.-*     The  following  lines  of  that 
poem  inmiediately  occurred  to  me : — 

"  H«re  too,  O  king  of  ven;;eance  I  in  thy  fane. 
Tremendous  Wilkes  shall  rattle  his  gold  chain." 


**  Quantum  cedat  virtutibus  aurum. 


•♦i 


Upon  the  table  in  our  room  I  found  in  the 
nioroin^  a  slip  of  paper,  on  which  Dr.  Johnson 
hd  written  with  his  pencil  these  words : — 


'  h  the  examliHitioQ  of  Kingthuruk  and  hit  wife,  bf  Cap- 
Uh  Frrpiuooe  of  the  Furnace  man  of  war,  relative  to  this 
'^'^t  Fergunone  asked  "  where  Miss  Flom,  and  the  person 
ui  voRiaa's  clothes,  who  was  with  her,  lajr  ?  "  Kimfsburgh 
«$«eml  with  gentlemanly  spirit.  **  He  knew  where  MIm 
^rsUr ;  but  as  for  servant*,  he  never  asked  any  questions 
>bo(it  tbriB.''  The  captain  then,  brutally  enough,  asked 
Mri.  MsodooaU  **  whetner  she  laid  the  young  Pretender  and 
Vui  Flora  in  the  same  t»fd  ?  **  She  answered  with  great 
tamper  sod  readiness,  **  Sir,  whom  you  mean  by  the  young 
Preceotler.  I  do  not  pretend  to  guess  ;  but  1  can  assure  you 
it  U  not  the  fashion  in  Hliy  to  Isiy  mistress  and  maitf  In  the 
•»<  iMd  together.**  Ttie  captain  then  desired  to  see  the 
'v)cn  where  they  lay,  and  shrewdly  enough  remarked  that 
^  room  wherein  tlie  aupposed  maid-servant  lay  was  better 
i^  that  of  her  mistress.  —  Aseamtms.  —  Caoaia. 

'  1  do  not  call  him  tkr  PriMce  qj  Wales,  or  tke  Prince,  be- 
(^<e  I  am  finite  saCiafied  that  the  right  whirh  the  house  of 
^toan  bad  to  the  throne  is  extlngubhed.  I  do  not  call  him 
^  Frtienier,  because  it  appears  to  roe  as  an  Insult  to  one 
«bo  it  itill  alive,  and,  I  suppose,  thinks  very  differently,  it 
B*r  be  •  parliameotary  exjiression ;  but  it  is  not  a  gentle- 
Baal  j  expression.  I  iuM>w.  and  I  exult  In  having  It  In  my 
r^er  to  teU,  that  **  the  only  person  In  the  world  who  Is  etu- 
^"iei  to  be  oOtoded  at  this  delicacy  thinks  and  feels  as  I  do ;" 
ttd  Ims  MhenUty  of  mind  and  generosity  of  sentiment  enough 
to  approve  of  my  teodemess  for  what  even  has  been  blood 
^al.  That  be  b  a  prince  br  courtesy  cannot  be  denied ; 
^'usebis  mother  was  the  daughter  of  Soblerky,  King  of 
rooQii.  I  shall,  therefore,  on  that  account  alone,  distinguish 
^  br  tbeoameof  Prlnee  Charles  Edward —  Boswcll.  The 
f^'^'TiMicy  of  King  George  the  Third,  alluded  to  in  this  note, 
*as  followed  up  k^  his  successor,  who  caused  n  monument  to 
Ik  erected  orer  th«  remains  of  the  Cardinal  of  York,  in  whom 


What  he  meant  bj  writin<;  them  I  could  not 
tell.*  He  had  caught  cold  a  day  or  two  ago, 
and  the  rain  yesterday  having  made  it  worse, 
he  was  become  very  deaf.  At  breakfast  he 
said,  he  would  have  c^iven  a  good  deal  rather 
than  not  have  lain  m  that  bed.  I  owned  he 
was  the  lucky  man ;  and  observed,  that  without 
doubt  it  had  been  contrived  between  Mrs.  Mac- 
donald  and  him.  She  seemed  to  acquiesce; 
adding,  ^'You  know  youn^  bucks  are  always 
favourites  of  the  ladies.'*  He  spoke  of  Prince 
Charles  bcin^  here,  and  asked  ^Irs.  lilacdonald 
"  Who  was  with  him  ?  AVe  were  told,  Madam, 
ill  England,  there  was  one  Miss  Flora  Mac- 
donald  with  him."  She  said,  **  they  were  very 
right ;"  and  perceiving  Dr.  Johnson*s  curiosity, 
though  he  had  delicacy  enough  not  to  question 
her,  very  obligingly  entertained  him  with  a 
recital  of  the  particulars  which  she  herself 
knew  of  that  escape,  which  does  so  much 
honour  to  the  humanity,  fidelity,  and  generosity 
of  the  Highlanders.  Dr.  Johnson  listened  to 
her  with  placid  attention,  and  said,  ^*  All  this 
should  be  written  down." 

From  what  she  told  us,  and  from  what  I  was 
told  by  others  personally  concerned,  and  from 
a  paper  of  intormation  which  Bamy  was  so 
good  as  to  send  me,  at  my  desire,  I  have  com- 
piled an  abstract,  which,  as  it  contains  some 
curious  anecdotes,  will,  I  imagine,  not  be  un- 
interesting to  my  readers,  and  even,  perhaps, 
be  of  some  use  to  future  historians. 


the  line  of  James  the  Second  ended.  It  was  a  liberal  and 
Judicious  tribute  to  private  and  to  public  feellug :  ilie  political 
danger  had  been  eatioKuished  for  mure  than  half  a  century; 
and  the  claims  of  kiudred,  and  the  honour  of  the  Kugliaii 
name,  not  only  JustlQed,  but  seemed  to  require  sucli  an  exer- 
cise of  royal  generosity.  —  Cmoker. 

'  This,  perhaps,  was  said  In  allusion  to  some  lines  ascrit>ed 
to  Pope,  on  his  lying,  at  John  Duke  of  Argyle's,  at  Adder- 
bury.  In  the  same  bed  in  which  Wilmot,  Earl  of  Kochester, 
had  slept  :—. 

**  With  no  poetic  ardour  fired, 

I  press  the  bed  where  Wllmot  lay; 
That  here  he  lived,  or  here  expired. 
Begets  no  numbers,  grave  or  gay." —  Boswkll. 

*  The  Heroic  Epistle  to  Sir  William  Chambers,  by  Mnson, 
and,  as  1  think,  Horace  Waljiole,  had  Just  appeared.  A  pub- 
lished letter  of  Walpole  to  Msson  seems  to  prove  that  It  waf 
aitogetiter  Mason's,  liut  I  iiave  seen  another  letter  of  Wal» 
pole^s  to  Mason  that  satlsflrs  me  chat  it  was  a  Joint  produc- 
tion «-  Walpole  perliaps  snpplviog  the  points,  and  Mason  the 
poetry  —  CaoKKR.  1831.    1846. 

*  •*  With  virtue  weigh'd.  what  worthless  trash  Is  gold  !  "— 

BOSWBLL. 

*  Since  the  first  edition  of  this  book,  an  ingenious  friend 
has  observed  to  me,  that  Dr.  Johnson  had  probably  been 
thinking  on  the  reward  which  was  offered  by  government  fur 
the  apprehension  of  the  grandson  of  Kiug  James  II..  and 
that  he  meant  bv  these  words  to  express  his  admiiMiion  of  the 
Highlanders,  whose  Mdelltv  and  attachment  had  resitted  the 

{olden   temptation   that    bad   been  held   out   to  them.— . 
iOSWBLL. 
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CHAPTER  XXXVII. 
1773. 

j4dMHtmre»  of  the  Pretender, 

Pbixcb  Crarlrs  Edwabd,  after  the  battle  of 
Cullodcn,  was  conreved  to  what  u  called  the 
Lon^  Island,  where  he  lay  for  some  time  con- 
cealed. But  intelligence  having:  been  obtained 
where  he  was,  and  a  number  of  troops  having 
come  in  quest  of  him,  it  became  absolutely 
necessary  for  him  to  nuit  that  country  without 
delay.  Miss  Flora  Aiacdonald,  then  a  young 
lady,  animated  by  what  she  thoudit  the  sacred 
principle  of  loyalty,  offered,  with  the  magna- 
nimity of  a  heroine,  to  accompany  him  in  an 
open  boat  to  Sky,  though  the  coast  they  were 
to  quit  was  guarded  by  ships.  He  dressed 
himtfclf  in  women*8  clothes,  and  passed  as  her 
supposed  maid,  by  the  name  of  Betty  Bourke, 
an  Iridh  girl.  They  got  off  nntuscovered, 
though  several  shots  were  fired  to  bring  them 
to,  and  landed  at  Mugstot,  the  seat  of  Sir 
Alexander  Macdonald.  Sir  Alexander  was 
then  at  Fort  Augustus,  with  the  Duke  of 
Cumberland;  but  his  lady  was  at  home. 
Prince  Charles  took  his  post  upon  a  hill  near 
the  house.  Flora  Macdonald  watted  on  Lady 
Margaret ',  and  acquainted  her  of  the  enter- 
prise in  which  she  was  engaged.  Her  ladyship, 
whose  active  benevolence  was  ever  seconded 
by  superior  talents,  showed  a  perfect  presence 
of  mmd  and  readiness  of  invention,  and  at 
once  settled  that  Prince  Charles  should  be 
conducted  to  old  Rtvuty,  who  was  himself 
concealed  with  some  select  friends.  The  plan 
was  instantly  communicated  to  Kinsrthwrgh^ 
who  was  despatched  to  the  kill  to  inform  the 
wanderer,  and  carry  him  refreshments.  When 
Kingiburgh  approached,  he  started  up,  and 
advanced,  holdmg  a  large  knotted  stick,  and 
in  appearance  ready  to  knock  him  down,  till 
he  said,  **I  am  Alacdonald  of  Kingsburgh, 
come  to  serve  your  Highness.**  The  wanderer 
answered,  *^  It  is  well,**  and  was  satisfied  witli 
the  plan. 

Flora  Macdonald  dined  with  the  Lady 
Margaret,  at  whose  table  there  sat  an  officer 
of  the  army,  stationed  here  with  a  party  of 
s«>ldiers  to  watch  for  Prince  Charles  in  case 
of  his  flying  to  the  Isle  of  Sky.  She  after- 
wards ot'tcii  laughed  in  ^:ood  humour  with  this 
^ntleman  on  ner  having  so  well  deceived 
him. 

After  dinner.  Flora  Macdonald  on  horseback. 


and  her  supposed  maid,  and  KingibMrghyif\^  \ 
servant    carrying    some  linen,    sll   on  ffjot, 
proceeded   towards    that  gentlenuin^s  house. 
Upon  the  road  was  a  small  rivulet  which  t\^.7 
were  obliged  to  cross.     The  wanderer,  fur;:et- 
ting  his  assumed  sex,  that  his  clothes  miiht 
not  be  wet,  held  them  up  a  great  deal  too  h'lgb. 
Kingtburgh  mentioned  this  to  him,  obscrTinp. 
it  might  make  a  discovery.    He  said  he  woui«l 
be  more  careful  for  the  future.    He  wa?  as 
good  as  his  word ;  for  the  next  brook  tbi^T 
crossed  he  did  not  hold  up  his  clothes  at  ^ill 
but  let  them  float  upon  the  water.     Be  was 
very  awkward  in  his  female  dress.    Ilis  iMf^ 
was  so  large,  and  his  strides  so  grcst,  that 
some  women  whom  they  met  reportra  that  thcj 
had  seen  a  veiy  bie;  woman,  who  looked  like  a 
man  in  women*s  clothes,  and  that  perhaps  H 
was  (as  they  expres.ied  themselves)  tne  Priwty 
after  whom  so  much  search  was  making. 

At  Kingsburgh  he  met  with  a  most  eord'tj! 
reception;  seemed  gay  at  supper,  and  tWcr 
it  indul<;ed  himself  in  a  cheerful  glass  with  bU 
worthy  host.  As  he  had  not  had  his  c1<<<!}m 
off  for  a  long  time,  the  comfort  of  a  good  M 
was  highly  relished  by  him,  and  he  Ucyt 
soundly  till  next  day  at  one  o*c]ock. 

The  MtMtrtu  of  Corrichatachin  told  me  xyaX 
in    the  forenoon    she  went  into  her  faih''T'« 
room,  who  was  also  in  bed,  and  suggecte^l  t  • 
him  her  apprehensions  that  %  Vf^l  "'  '^' 
military  might  come  up,  and  that  ois  gue;$t  a^^ 
he  had  better  not  remain  here  too  long.     Hrr 
father  said,  ^  Let  the  poor  man  repoae  him^i' 
afler  his  fatigues !  and  as  for  me,  I  care  D>'t 
though  tlicy  take  off  this  old  grey  head  ton  (C 
eleven  years  sooner  than  I  ahould  die  \\\  ^^ 
course  of  nature.**    He  then  wrapped  btm^..* 
in  the  bed-clothes,  and  again  Itdl  fast  aslct'p. 

On  the  afternoon  of  that  day,  ihe  wanu.rr' 
still  in  the  same  dress,  set  oot  for  Ponnr. 
with    Flora  Macdonald  and   a  man-sertfst 
His  shoes  being  verjr  bad,  KmgMburgA  prn^  iti*^ 
him  with  a  new  pair,  and  tuinp  ap  the  ci.l 
ones,  said,  **  I  will  faithfully  keep  them  till  ^  < 
are  safely  settled  in  St.  «Unea  a.     I  will  ^m 
introduce  myself  by  shaking  them  at  toj,  t  \ 
put  you  in  mind  of  your  night's  entertainiiH^I 
and  protection  under  my  rooC^      He  fnii'.*H 
and    said,     **  Be    as    good    as   yonr  wmf 
Kingtlnagk  kept  the  shoes  aa  loog  as  he  V^<^ 
After  bis  deatl^  a  zealons  Jac«^tte  gfzv*rjaM 
gave  twenty  ffuineas  for  tltem. 

Old  Mrs.  Macdonald,  alter  lier  |nif^^  ^ 
left  the  house,  took  the  shoeta  in  wbtch  he  ^ 
lain,  folded  them  carefully,  and  ekarc^)  M 
daughter  that  they  should  be  kepi  iinwr*h«^ 
and  that,  when  she  died,  her  bodv  »h<iu  .  h 


t  Sh4>  w«t  ilauxhtrr  of  tlir  ninfh  R«rl  of  RirHntoon.  and  >  prhtr^ii,  who.  whm  tb*  IcamC  what 
ilird  ill  March  17M.    Though  »*Fr  hutbaod  totik  annt  for  the     the  ChcTMlirr't  ncai*e.  haatrnrd  to  vx 
boutr  of  H  mover,  »he  wm  sokpected  of  brlnir  an  ardent      ortnce.  aud  explain  lo  him  that  she  « 
JacoUiie ;  and.  on  thai  ftuppotition.  Flora  Macdonald  ffuidml      MargarK  W4S  the  pertoo  who  had 
the  PretendTto  Muffttot  ->  CaoKKA.  On  the  •uhjert  of  LaH j      The  prtnre'»  amwer  waa  poble:  '*  And 


Mariiarec  M^iedonald.  it  ii  Impotsible  to  omit  an  anecdote 
whirh  dor»  miirh  hoit'Mir  to  Frrdenck,  Prince  of  W  ale«.  Dr 
torn?  chance  Ladjr  Margaret  liiid  hern   prr«enti*d  to  th«* 


done  the  aame,  madam,  bad  be 
dUtri^t  and  d^iif  er  ?    I  hope  — .  I 

WitTf.a  SoiTT. 


rb**t^&<«  I 

hrrvJ    t»  M 
•  •*«•  t  • .   *  ■! 


to  |on   ••  \  1   • 
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Tripped  io  them  as  a  winding  sheet.  Her  irill 
Tu  religiously  observed. 

Upon  the  road  to  Portree,  Prince  Charles 
rhingcd  his  dress,  and  put  on  man*s  clothes 
apiio ;  i  tartan  short  coat  and  waistcoat,  with 
I'iiilibeg  and  short  hose,  a  plaid,  and  a  wig  and 
loonel 

Mr.  Donald  McDonald,  called  Donald  Boy^ 

had  been  sent  express  to  the  present  laird  [Ra^ 

sij],  who  was  at  that  time  at  his  sister*8  house, 

i'>>iit  three  miles  from  Portree,  attending  his 

'Mther,  Dr.  Macleod,  who  whs  recovering  of 

a  wound  be  had  received  at  the  battle  of  Cul- 

1  '1  n.  Mr.  McDonald  communicated  to  joung 

liiatni  the  plan    of  conveying  the  wanderer 

'I  where  old  Rtuay  was ;  but  was  told  that  old 

•    H«ia^    \uA   fled     to    Knoidarf,    a    part    of 

flUngarryi  estate.    There  was  then  a  dilemna 

«^^  itbould  be  done.    Donald  Boy  proposed 

'lu  he  should  conduct  the  wanderer  to  the 

fjiia  land;  but  young  Raaay  thought  it  too 

•L^U'erous  at  that  time,  and  said  it  would  be 

<  uer  to  conceal  him  in  the  island  of  Rasay, 

i  old  RoMoy  could  be  informed  where  he  was, 

Ufl  i^ve  his  advice  what  was  best    But  the 

"iBcultj  was,  how  to  get  him  to  Rasav.  They 

'*iuld  not  trust  a  Portree  crew,  and  all  the 

iUMT  boats  had  been  destroyed,  or  carried  off 

^  (he  military,   except    two    belonging    to 

VUiMlm   Alacleod,  which  he  had  concealed 

iiu<««here. 

Dr.  Macleod,  being  informed  of  this  diffi- 
"iltt.  Slid  he  would  risk  his  life  once  more  for 
I'r-xi:  Charles;  and  it  having  occurred,  that 
*'n*  was  a  little  boat  upon  a  freshwater  lake 
^  'V  neighbourhood,  young  Rasay  and  Dr. 
Miil^jd,  with  Uie  bdp  of  some  women, 
"'■lizbt  it  to  the  sea,  by  extraordinary  exer- 
•  rH  acToas  a  Highland  mile  of  land,  one  half 
(  wbirh  was  lK)g,  and  the    other  a  steep 

IW  gallant  brothers,  with  the  assistance  of 

V  little  boy,  rowed  the  small  boat  to  Rasaj, 

v^<7«  they  were  to  endeavour  to  find  Captain 

'^•'^d,  as  Malcolm  was  then  called,  and  get 

•V  i,(  bit  good  bmtU,  with  which  they  might 

^  to  Portree,  and  receive  the  wanderer ; 

'•  ia  csMc  of  not  finding  him,  thev  were  to 
^u.*  the  small  boat  serve,  though  the  danger 
VMriifUKlerahle. 

^cionatdy,  on  their  first  landing,  they 
'  M  their  cousin   Malcolm,  who,  with  the 

'v«t  alacrity,  got  ready  one  of  his  boats, 
*^)  tvo  strung  men,  John  M'Kenzie  and 
-^€M  U*Friar.  Malcolm,  being  the  oldest 
■^  and  most  cautious,  said,  that  as  young 
^<^  had  not  hitherto  appeared  in  the 
*'  ^MHaits  bustnesf,  be  ought  not  to  run  any 
'  < ;  hot  that  Dr.  Macleod  and  himself,  who 
' ' '  ilreadj  pabiidy  engaged,  should  go  on 

' '  '^p^tmn.    Young  Rasay  answered,  with 

«'   lifh,  chat  he  would  go  at  the  risk  of  his 

/^  «M  fortune     "  In  God*s  name  then,**  said 

>Ui*4m, « l,ji  Of  pniceed."  The  two  boatmen, 

stopped  short,  till  they  should 


be  informed  of  their  destination ;  and  M^Eenzie 
declared  he  would  not  move  an  oar  till  he 
knew  where  they  were  going.  Upon  which 
they  were  both  sworn  to  secrecy;  and  the 
business  being  imparted  to  them,  they  were 
eager  to  put  oflT  to  sea  without  loss  of  time. 
The  boat  soon  landed  about  half  a  mile  from 
the  inn  at  Portree. 

All  this  was  negotiated  before  the  wanderer 
got  forward  to  rortree.  li£dcolm  Macleod 
and  M'Friar  were  despatched  to  look  for  him. 
In  a  short  lime  he  appeared,  and  went  into  the 
public  house.  Here  Donald  Boy^  whom  he 
nad  seen  at  Mugstot,  received  mm,  and  in- 
formed him  of  what  had  been  concerted.  He 
wanted  silver  for  a  guinea,  but  the  landlord 
had  only  thirteen  shulings.  He  was  going  to 
accept  of  this  for  hb  guinea;  but  Donald  Boy 
very  judiciously  observed,  that  it  would 
discover  him  to  be  some  great  man;  so  he 
desisted.  He  slipped  out  of  the  house,  leaving 
his  fair  protectress,  whom  he  never  again  saw ; 
and  Malcolm  Macleod  was  presented  to  him  by 
Donald  Btty,  as  a  captain  in  his  army.  Young 
Basay  and  Dt.  Macleod  had  wuite(i,  in  impa- 
tient anxiety,  in  the  boat.  When  he  came, 
their  names  were  announced  to  him.  He 
would  not  permit  the  usual  ceremonies  of 
respect,  but  saluted  them  as  his  equals. 

Donald  Boy  staid  in  Sky,  to  be  in  readiness 
to  get  intelligence,  and  give  an  alarm  in  case 
the  troops  should  discover  the  retreat  to  Rasay ; 
and  Pnnce  Charles  was  then  conveyed  in  a 
boat  to  that  island  in  the  night.  lie  slept  a 
little  upon  the  pas.sage,  and  they  landed  a^ut 
daybreak.  There  was  some  difficulty  in  accom- 
modating him  with  a  lod^ng,  as  almost  all  the 
houses  in  the  iisland  hod  been  burnt  by  the 
soldierv.  They  repaired  to  a  little  hut,  which 
some  shepherds  had  lately  built,  and  having 
prepared  it  as  well  as  they  could  and  made  a 
oed  of  heath  for  the  stranger,  they  kindled  a 
^T%  and  partook  of  some  provisions  which  had 
))een  sent  with  him  from  Kingsburgh.  It  was 
observed,  tliat  he  would  not  taste  wheat-bread 
or  brandy,  while  oat-bread  and  whisky  lasted ; 
"  for  these,"  said  he,  "are  my  own  country 
bread  and  drink.**  This  was  sery  engaging  to 
the  Highlanders. 

Young  Basay  being  the  only  person  of  the 
company  that  durst  appear  with  safety,  he 
went  in  ouest  of  something  fresh  for  them  to 
eat ;  but  tnough  he  was  amidst  his  own  cows, 
sheep,  and  goats,  he  could  not  venture  to  take 
any  of  them  for  fear  of  a  discovery,  but  was 
obliged  to  supply  himself  by  stealth.  He 
therefore  caught  a  kid  and  brought  it  to  the 
hut  in  his  plaid,  and  it  was  killed  and  dressed, 
and  fumtsned  them  a  meal  which  they  relished 
much.  The  distressed  wanderer,  whose  health 
was  now  a  good  deal  impaired  by  hunger, 
fatigue,  and  watching,  slept  a  long  time,  but 
pcemed  to  be  frequently  disturbed.  Malcolm 
told  me  he  would  start  from  broken  slumbers, 
and  speak  to  himself  in  different  languages, 
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French,  Italian,  and  Enfrlish.  I  must  however 
acknowled*jre,  that  it  h  highly  probable  that 
my  worthy  friend  Malcolm  did  not  know 
precisely  the  difference  between  French  and 
Italian.  One  of  his  expressions  in  English 
was,  "  O  God !  poor  Scotland." 

AVhilc  they  were  in  the  hut,  M^Kenzie  and 
M'Friar,  the  two  boatmen,  were  placed  as 
sentinels  upon  different  eminences ;  and  one 
diiy  an  incident  happened,  which  must  not 
be  omitted.  There  was  a  man  wandering 
about  the  island,  selling  tobacco.  Nobody 
knew  him,  and  he  was  suspected  to  be  a  spy. 
M^Kenzie  came  running  to  the  hut,  and  told 
that  this  suspected  person  was  approaching. 
Upon  which  the  three  gentleman,  young  Banay^ 
Dr.  Macleod,  and  Malcolm,  held  a  council  of 
war  upon  him,  and  were  unanimously  of 
opinion  that  he  should  instantly  be  put  to 
death.  Prince  Charles,  at  once  assuming  a 
grave  and  even  severe  countenance,  said, 
*^  God  forbid  that  we  should  take  away  a  man's 
life,  who  may  be  innocent,  while  we  can 
preserve  our  own."  The  gentlemen  however 
persisted  in  their  resolution,  while  he  as 
strenuously  continued  to  take  the  merciful 
side.  John  I^i^Kenzie,  who  sat  watching  at 
the  door  of  the  hut,  and  overheard  the  debate, 
said  in  Erse,  *^  Well,  well ;  he  must  be  shot. 
You  are  the  king,  but  we  are  the  parliament, 
and  will  do  what  we  choose."  Prince  Charles, 
-  seeing  the  gentlemen  smile,  ai»kcd  what  the 
man  had  said,  and  being  told  it  in  English,  he 
observed  that  he  was  a  clever  fellow,  and, 
notwithstanding  the  perilous  situation  in  which 
he  was,  laughed  loud  and  heartily.  Luckily  the 
unknown  person  did  not  perceive  that  there 
were  [>eople  in  the  hut,  at  least  did  not  come 
to  it,  but  walked  on  past  it,  unknowing  of  his 
risk.  It  was  afterwards  found  out  that  he 
was  one  of  the  Highland  army,  who  was  him- 
self in  danger.  Had  he  come  to  them,  they 
were  resolved  to  despatch  him ;  for,  as  Malcolm 
said  to  me,  *'  We  could  not  keep  him  with  us, 
and  we  durst  not  let  him  go.  In  such  a  situa- 
tion, I  would  have  shot  my  bix)ther,  if  I  had 
not  been  sure  of  him."  John  M^Kenzie  was 
at  RasayU  house  when  we  were  there.*  About 
eighteen  years  before  he  hurt  one  of  his  legs 
while  dancing,  and  being  obliged  to  have  it  cut 
off,  he  was  now  going  about  with  a  wooden 
leg.  The  story  of  his  being  a  member  of  par' 
litiment  is  not  yet  forgotten.  I  took  him  out  a 
little  way  from  the  house,  gave  him  a  shilling 
to  drink  Rasay'i  health,  and  led  him  into  a 
detail  of  tlie  particular^  which  I  have  just 
related.  With  less  foundation,  some  writers 
have  traced  the  idea  of  a  parliament,  and  of  the 
British  constitution,  in  rude  and  early  time^. 
I  was  curious  to  knov?  if  he  had  really  heard, 
or  understood,  any  thing  of  that  subject, 
which,  hod  he  been  a  greater  man,  would 


»  Ttil*  old  ."*<^ll»h  mrmhrr  nj  fmrll 
U  aUH  litliig  (17H6>.  —  fiuswuj.. 


;  I  am  lufomM*, 


Srobably  have  been  eagerly  maintained.  "  Whv, 
ohn,"  said  I,  ^^  did  you  think  the  king  sbouU 
be  controlled  by  a  parliament?"  He  answertU, 
^^  I  thought,  Sir,  there  were  many  voice:$  again&t 
one." 

The  conversation  then  turning  on  the  tim^^, 
the  wanderer  said,  that,  to  be  sure,  the  life  he 
had  led  of  late  was  a  very  hard  one ;  but  bf 
would  rather  live  in  the  way  he  now  did,  Ur 
ten  years,  than  fall  into  the  hands  of  hi^ 
enemies.  The  gentlemen  asked  him,  what  ho 
thought  his  enemies  would  do  with  him,  »houM 
he  have  the  misfortune  to  fall  into  their  hnn>i*. 
He  said,  he  did  not  believe  they  would  dare  tak.' 
his  life  publicly,  but  he  dreaded  being  privati'lr 
I  destroyed  by  poison  or  assassination.  He  ira^ 
I  very  particular  in  his  inquiries  about  tl^* 
wouna  which  Dr.  Mucleod  had  received  in  thf* 
battle  of  CuUodcn,  from  a  ball  which  enter  «1 
at  one  shoulder,  and  went  across  to  the  otfati. 
The  doctor  happened  still  to  have  on  the  cloi 
which  he  wore  on  that  occasion.  He  m»-r.- 
tioncd,  that  he  himself  had  his  hor>e  »K<'t 
under  him  at  Cullodcn ;  that  the  ball  hit  tU- 
horse  about  two  inches  from  his  knc-e,  &rij 
made  him  so  unruly  that  be  was  obli<!('tl  t-» 
change  him  for  another.  He  threw  out  fromc 
reflections  on  the  conduct  of  the  di«ci5trx.>u<» 
affair  at  Culloden,  saying,  however,  that  yei" 
haps  it  was  rash  in  him  to  do  so.  I  am  n*  w 
convinced  that  his  suspicions  were  groundK-^^ : 
for  I  have  had  a  good  deal  of  conTiTsati' : 
upon  the  subject  with  my  veiy  worth?  an*! 
ingenious  friend,  Mr.  Andrew  LumiMlen,  wb>^ 
was  under  secretary  to  Prince  Charh*^  ami 
afterwards  principal  secretary  to  his  father  at 
Rome,  who,  he  assured  me,  was  perfectly  ot  «• 
fied  both  of  the  abilities  and  nonour  of  i'.** 
generals  who  commanded  tiie  Highland  am^v 
on  that  occasion.  Mr.  Lumisdcn  h.L<  wr.i:  -c 
an  account  of  the  three  battlo  in  1745-K.  i' 
once  accurate  and  classical.  Talking  of  t  * 
different  Highland  corps,  tlie  genilemi-n  «'■* 
were  present  wished  to  have  his  opinion  vbi  i 
were  the  best  soldiers.  He  said,  be  did  &•  t 
like  comparisons  among  those  corps:  Vm} 
were  all  best. 

He  told  his  conductors,  he  did  not  th'r.V  *' 
advisable  to  remain  long  in  any  one  pluv;  atd 
that  he  expected  a  French  snii>  to  cotnc  t"* 
him  to  Lochbroom,  among  the  MackcDxie:^  h 
then  was  proposed  to  carry  him  io  one  of  31.^- 
colm*s  boats  to  I^ochbroom,  though  the  dt>:ai.'«' 
was  fiAeen  leagues  coastwise.  But  he  thi  nc* : 
this  would  be  too  dangerous,  and  desired  tli.u 
at  any  rate,  they  might  6rst  endearuur  t  > 
obtain  intelligence.  Upon  which  ynang  RoMry 
wrote  to  his  friend,  Mr.  Mackenzie  v>f  A{«{vv..* 
cross,  but  received  an  answer,  that  there  was 
no  appearance  of  any  French  ship. 

It  was  therefore  resolred  that  tber  should 
return  to  Sky,  which  they  di«i,  and  lantVd  .a 
Strath,  where  thcv  reposed  io  a  cow»h».av.- 
l>elonging  to  Mr.  I^iccolmn  of  Scorbrerk,  1  b» 
sea  was  Tcry  rough,  and  the  boat  took  is  a 
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cood  dc&l  of  water.  The  wanderer  asked  if 
tliere  was  danger,  ns  he  was  not  used  to  such  a 
ytim:l  Upon  being  told  there  was  not,  he 
sung  an  £rsc  song  with  much  vivacity.  He 
bad  by  this  time  acquired  a  goo<l  deid  of  the 
Erse  language. 

Young  Ratmf  wa.s  now  despatched  tx>  where 
Donald  Rotj  was,  that  they  might  get  all  the 
infeliigence  they  could ;  and  the  wanderer, 
with  much  earnestness,  charged  Dr.  Mocleod 
to  liavc  a  boat  ready,  at  a  certain  place  about 
Kven  miles  off,  as  he  said  he  intended  it  should 
can7  him  upon  a  matter  of  great  consequence ; 
and  gave  tlie  doctor  a  case  \  containing  a  silver 
spoon,  knife  and  fork,  saying,  "  Keep  you  that 
till  I  see  you,**  which  the  Doctor  understood  to 
!«  two  (fays  from  that  time.  But  all  these 
orders  were  only  blinds :  for  he  had  another 
I  plan  in  his  head,  but  wisely  thought  it  safest 
tfl  trust  his  secrets  to  no  more  persons  than 
vfls  absolutely  necessary.  Having  then  desired 
]iIal4*olm  to  walk  with  him  a  little  way  from  tiie 
house,  he  soon  opened  his  mind,  saying,  ^^  I  de- 
lirer  myself  to  you.  Conduct  me  to  the  Laird 
of  M'Kinnons  country."  Malcolm  objected 
that  it  was  very  dangerous,  as  so  many  parties 
af  soldiers  were  iu  motion.  He  answered, 
'^  There  is  nothin<;  now  to  be  done  without 
danger.**  He  tlien  said  that  Malcolm  must  be 
the  niastcr,  and  he  the  servant ;  so  he  took  the 
ba^,  in  which  his  linen  was  put  up,  and  carried 
it  on  hb  shoulder;  and  observing  that  his 
vaistcoat,  which  was  of  scarlet  tartan,  with  a 
gold  twist  button,  was  finer  than  ^Ialcolui*8, 
vliiih  was  of  a  plain  ordinary  tartan,  he  put 
on  31alcohn*s  waistcoat,  and  gave  him  his; 
ivmnrkinfr  at  the  some  lime,  that  it  did  not 
look  well  that  the  servant  should  be  better 
dnr«$(.*d  than  the  master. 

Malcolm,  though  an  excellent  walker,  found 
biinsL'lf  excelled  by  Prince  Charles,  who  told 
biin  be  should  not  much  mind  the  parties  that 
were  looking  for  him,  were  he  once  but  a 
mu?<juet-shot  from  them ;  but  that  he  was 
lomtiwhat  alraid  of  the  Highlanders  who  were 
agaiiu$t  him.  He  was  well  used  to  walking  in 
luly,  in  pursuit  of  game ;  and  he  was  even 
now  Ml  keen  a  sportsman  that,  having  observed 
fiume  pirtridges,  he  was  going  to  take  a  shot ; 
|mt  iLdcolm  cautioned  him  against  it,  observ- 
>>'?  I  hat  the  firing  might  ha  heard  by  the 
Urndcri  who  were  hovering  upon  the  coast. 

As  ihey  proceeded  through  the  mountains, 
tiktng  many  a  circuit  to  avoid  any  houses, 
MaUtilin,  to  try  his  resolution,  asked  him 
vh:it  t!i«?y  should  do,  should  they  full  in  with 
»  I»arty  of  soldiers :  he  answered,  "  Fight,  to 
1'*  sure!**  Having  asked  Malcolm  if  be 
shoultl  be  known  in  his  present  dress,  and 
Halculm  having  replied  he  would,  ho  said, 
**rhen   I'll  blacken  my  face  with  powdei/ 


*'*•  That,**  said  Malcolm,  "  would  discover  you 
at  once.**  "  Tlien,**  said  he,  *'  I  must  be  put 
in   the  greatest  dishabille  possible.**    So   he 

Eullcd  off  hb  wig,  tied  a  handkerchief  round 
is  head,  and  put  his  nightcap  over  it,  tore  the 
ruffles  from  his  shirt,  took  the  buckles  out  of 
his  shoes,  and  made  Malcolm  fasten  them  with 
strings;  but  still  Malcolm  tliought  he  would 
be  known.  "  I  have  so  odd  a  face,**  said  he, 
"  that  no  man  ever  saw  me  but  he  would  know 


me  again. 


»i 


'  ]^eaM  frith  the  illver  ipoon,  knife,  md  fnrk.  givon  by 
?*^<^°^alier  to  Dr.  Miirleod.  CMoe  fnt»  the  hand*  of  Mary. 
^^J  Glcrk  of  Paaajroiik,    who    entrusted  me  with  the 


He  seemed  unwilling  to  give  credit  to  the 
horrid  narrative  of  men  being  massacred  in 
cold  blood,  after  victory  had  declared  for  the 
army  commanded  by  the  Duke  of  Cumberland. 
He  could  not  allow  himself  to  think  that  a 
general  could  be  so  barbarous. 

AVhen  they  came  within  two  miles  of  M^Ivin- 
non*s  house,  Malcolm  asked  if  he  chose  to  see 
the  lainl.  "  No,**  said  he,  "  by  no  means.  I 
know  M^Kinnon  to  be  as  good  and  as  honest  a 
man  as  any  iu  the  world,  but  he  is  not  fit  for 
my  puriM>se  at  present.  You  must  conduct  me 
to  some  other  nouse ;  but  let  it  be  a  gentle* 
man*s  house.**  Malcolm  then  detei*mined  that 
they  should  go  to  the  house  of  his  brother-in- 
law,  Mr.  John  M^Kinnon,  and  irom  thence  be 
conveyed  to  the  nuiiu  land  of  Scotland,  and 
claim  the  assistance  of  Macdonald  of  Scot- 
house.  The  wanderer  at  first  objected  to  this, 
because  Scothouse  was  cousin  to  a  person  of 
whom  he  had  suspicions.  But  he  acquiesced 
in  Malcolm*s  opinion. 

When  they  were  near  to  Mr.  John  M*Kin- 
non*8  house,  they  met  a  man  of  the  name  of 
Koss,  who  had  been  a  private  soldier  in  the 
Highland  army.  He  fixed  his  eye  steadily  on 
the  wanderer  in  his  disguise,  and  having  at 
once  recognised  him,  he  clapped  his  hands,  and 
exclaimed,  "Alas!  is  this  the  case?**  Find- 
ing that  there  was  now  a  discovery,  Malcolm 
asked,  "What's  to  be  done?**  "  Swear  liim 
to  secrecy  "  answered  Prince  Charles.  Upon 
whidi  Malcolm  drew  his  dirk,  and  on  the 
naked  blade  made  him  take  a  solemn  oath, 
that  he  would  say  nothing  of  his  having  seen 
the  wanderer,  till  his  escape  should  be  made 
public.  • 

Malcolm's  sister,  whose  house  they  reached 
pretty  early  in  the  morning,  asked  him  who  the 
person  was  that  was  along  with  him.  He  said 
It  was  one  Lewis  Caw,  from  Criefi^  who,  being 
a  fugitive  like  himself,  for  the  same  reason^  he 
had  engaged  him  as  his  servant,  but  that  he  had 
fallen  sick.  "Poor  man!**  said  she,  "I  pity 
him.  At  the  same  time  my  heart  warms  to  a 
man  of  his  appearance.**  Her  husband  was 
gone  a  little  way  from  home ;  but  was  expected 
every  minute  to  return.  She  set  down  to  her 
brotncr  a  plentiful  Highland  breakfast .  Prince 
Charles  acted  the  servant  very  well,  sitting  at 


honourable  cnmmfMlon  or  |»re«ent(ng  them,  in  her  ladTthfp'a 
niimr,  to  hiit  prespnt  MiOeitj,  upon  bit  rttlt  to  ScotlaQd  in 
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ft  respectful  distance,  with  his  bonnet  off.  Mal- 
colm then  said  to  him,  ^  Mr.  Caw,  you  have  as 
much  nee<i  of  this  as  I  have ;  there  is  enough 
for  us  both :  jou  had  better  draw  nearer  and 
share  with  me.**  Upon  which  he  rose,  made  a 
profound  bow,  sat  down  at  table  with  his  sup- 
posed master,  and  eat  yery  beartilj.  After  this 
there  came  in  an  old  woman,  who,  after  the 
mode  of  ancient  hospitality,  brought  warm 
water  and  washed  Malcolm's  feet.  He  desired 
her  to  wash  the  feet  of  the  poor  man  who 
attended  him.  She  at  first  seemed  averse  to 
this,  from  pride,  as  thinking  him  beneath  her, 
and  in  the  periphrastic  language  of  the  High- 
landers and  the  Irish,  said  warmly,  ^*  Tht>ugh  I 
wash  your  father's  son's  feet,  why  should  I  wash 
his  father's  sou's  feet?"  She  was,  however, 
persuaded  to  do  it. 

They  then  went  to  bed,  and  slept  for  some 
time ;  and  when  Malcolm  awaked,  he  was  told 
that  Mr.  John  M^Kinnon,  his  brother-in-law, 
was  in  sight.  He  sprang  out  to  talk  to  him 
before  he  should  see  Prince  Charles.  After 
saluting  him,  Malcolm,  pointing  to  the  sea, 
said,  ^What,  John,  if  the  prince  should  be 
prisoner  on  board  one  of  those  tenders?" 
*'  God  forbid  I "  replied  John.  ''  What  if  we 
had  him  here?"  said  Malcolm.  *'I  wish  we 
had,"  answered  John ;  ^  we  should  take  core  of 
him."  "^  Well,  John,"  said  Malcolm,  '^  he  is  in 
your  house."  John,  in  a  transport  of  ioj, 
wanted  to  run  directly  in,  and  poj  his  obei- 
sance ;  but  Malcolm  stopped  him,  saying,  '*Now 
is  your  time  to  behave  well,  and  do  nothing 
that  can  discover  him."  John  composed  him- 
self, and  having  sent  away  all  his  servants 
upon  different  errands,  he  was  introdnoed  into 
the  presence  of  his  guest,  and  was  then  desired 
to  go  and  get  ready  a  boat  lying  near  his 
house,  which,  though  but  a  small  leaky  one, 
they  resolved  to  tiSce,  rather  than  go  to  the 
Latrd  of  M^Kinnon.  John  M^Rinnon,  how- 
ever, thought  otherwise ;  and  upon  his  return 
told  them,  that  his  chief  and  Lady  M^Kinnon 
were  coming  in  the  laird*s  boat.  Prince  Charles 
said  to  his  trusty  Malcolm,  **  I  am  sorry  for  this, 
but  must  make  the  best  of  it."  M^Kinnon  then 
walked  up  from  the  shore,  and  did  homage  to 
the  wanderer.  His  lady  waited  in  a  cave,  to 
which  they  all  repaired,  and  were  entertained 
with  cold  meat  and  wine.  Mr.  Malcolm  Mae- 
leod  being  now  superseded  by  the  Laird  of 
M'Kinnon,  desired  leave  to  return,  which  was 
granted  him,  and  Prince  Charles  wrote  a  short 
note,  which  he  subscribed  James  Thompson, 
informing  his  friends  that  he  had  got  away 
from  Sky,  and  thanking  them  for  their  kind- 
ness; and  he  desired  thu  miffht  be  speedily 
eoaveyed'  to  young  /2asay  and  Dr.  Mjneleod, 
that  tney  mignt  not  wait  longer  in  expectation 
of  seeing  him  again.  He  bade  a  cordial  adieu 
to  Malcolm,  and  insisted  on  his  accepting  of  a 
silver  stock-buckle,  and  ten  guineas  from  his 
purse,  though,  as  Malcolm  told  me,  it  did  not 
appear  to  contain  above  forty.    Malcolm  at 


I 


first  begged  to  be  excused,  saying,  that  he  had   ' 
a  few  guineas  at  his  service ;  but  Prince  Charles 
answered,  **  You  will  have  need  of  money :  I   i 
shall  get  enough  when  I  come  upon  the  main 
land."  *  , 

The  Laird  of  M'Kinnon  then  conveyed  blm   ' 
to  the  opposite  coast  of  Knoidart.    Old  Ramy, 
to  whom  intelligence  had  been  sent,  was  cto<«- 
ing  at  the  same  time  to  Sky ;  but  as  they  did 
not  know  of  each  other,  and  each  had  appre-  ■ 
hensions,  the  two  boats  Icept  aloof. 

These  are  the  particulars  which  I  have  col- 
lected concerning  the  extraordinary  conceal- 
ment and  escapes  of  Prince  Charles  in  the 
Hebrides.  He  was  often  in  imminent  danger. 
The  troops  traced  him  from  the  Lons  Islocd, 
across  Sky,  to  Portree,  but  there  lost  him. 

Here  I  stop,  —  havinsr  received  no  fajt>i«T' 
authentic  information  of  his  fatigues  and  perils 
before  he  escaped  to  France.  Kings  and  sub- 
jects may  both  take  a  lesson  of  moderatttm 
from  the  melancholy  fate  of  the  bouse  n:' 
Stuart;  that  kings  may  not  suffer  degrada^.  s 
and  exile,  and  subjects  may  not  be  haraasel  ly 
the  evils  of  a  disputed  succession. 

Let  me  close  the  scene  on  that  unfortunate 
house  with  the  elegant  and  pathetic  reflectiuni 
of  Voltaire,  in  his  MUtoire  Gh 


*'  Que  les  hommet  priv^,**  ays  that  brilliant 
writer,  speak  ing  of  Prince  Charles,  **qMi  «pcro««rnt 
malbeureux,  Jettcot  les  yeuz  sur  ee  pi 


In  another  place  he  thus  sumt  op  tLe  sjd 
story  of  the  family  in  general : — 

'*  II  n*y  a  aucun  exempW  dam  lluat0ii«  d*un« 
maison  si  loagicma  infortun^.  La  previtrr  6^% 
Rois  d'  E^co^cet  qui  cut  le  oom  da  Jacques^  •^iv 
avoir  injk  dix  huit  ans  }iTiiRinnier  m  Ao|eW«tfrT«« 
mourut  assassin^,  av*  c  la  f«nnmc  par  la  nuUc  i« 
wstujets.  Jacques  Tl  son  fil«,  fat  tu£  4  vu«rv 
neuf  ana  en  comLatiant  emitre  let  Anglais^  Jacqc*^ 
III.  mis  vn  priaon  par  son  pcuplc^  fut  tat  rr.«  .•«» 
par  les  revoltds,  dans  on«  bataiUe.  Jacquc*  1 V 
p^rit  dans  un  combat  <|U*t]  pcrdtt.  Haiir  S  ma  -^ 
sa  petite  iillc»  eh^as^  dc  son  tfftpa.  fmgiuv*  «b 
Angleterre,  ayant  hmgui  dis-hait  am  en  pv««ik  «« 
vit  eondamn6«  a  mort  pardcs  jugcs  Anglaiiw  rc 
la  tctc  trancbec  Charles  I.  petit  61a  d»  Ma 
Koi  d*Ecosas  et  d*Anfcl«trrT«.  vcndo  par  ka 
8ois»  et  jttg£  k  mort  par  let  Anglais, 
un  ^haffaut  dam  la  place  publiquc. 
fils,  scptiinac  du  notn,  et  dcuzi^mc  cb  A  aetata  t 
futehaas^  dc  scs  troia  royaumca;  ct 
dc  malhcur  on  contcsta  k  son  fils  i 
61s  ne  tcnta  da  remontcr  Mtr  le  tronc  de 
qu«f  pour  fitirc  p^rir  ««a  amis  par  dm 
nous  avons  vu  Ic  Prince  Charles  Edouaid* 
sant  m  vain  les  vcrtus  dc  sm  pcnea.  ct  Ir 
du  Roi  Jean  Sobicski,  son  aycul  tnairiaci,  < 
Ics  exploits  ct  M&uycr  lea  nalbcttn  Ws  plas 
croyalilcs.  Si  qurlque  chom  juatifif 
croyent  une  IhtaliU  k  la^dW  rica  nc 
soustraire.  c'c»t  cctta  suite  condaiitllc  da 
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qui  a  per^tet^  k  znaboo  de  Stimrt^  pendant  plus 
(ie  troit  ccot  sanies.  ** ' 

The  gallant  Malcolm'  was  apprehended  in 
aboat  ten  dajs  after  they  separaied,  put  aboard 
1  ship,  and  carried  priaoner  to  London.  He 
iaid,  the  prisoners  in  general  were  very  ill 
treated  in  their  passage ;  but  there  were  sol- 
ditin  on  board  wno  lived  well,  and  sometimes 
invited  hiui  to  share  with  them :  that  he  hsid 
the  jrood  fortune  not  to  he  thrown  into  jail, 
bat  was  confined  in  the  house  of  a  messenger 
of  the  name  of  Dick.  To  his  astonishment, 
only  one  witness  eoold  be  found  against  him, 
though  he  had  been  so  openly  engaged;  and 
therefore,  for  want  of  sufficient  evidence,  he 
WIS  set  at  liberty.  He  added,  that  he  thought 
hinisetf  in  such  danger,  that  he  would  gladly 
have  compounded  for  banishment.  Yet,  he 
smi,  ^  he  should  never  be  so  ready  for  death 
IS  he  then  was.**  There  is  philosophical  truth 
InUiis.  A  man  will  meet  death  much  more 
firmly  at  one  time  than  another.  The  enthu- 
dtsm  even  of  a  mistaken  principle  warms  the 
.  mind,  and  fets  it  above  the  fear  of  death; 
which  in  our  cooler  moments,  if  we  really  tliink 
of  it,  canndt  but  be  terrible,  or  at  least  very 
ivful. 

Mia  Flora  Maodonald  being  then  also  in 
London',  under  the  protection  of  Lady 
Pnmrose,  that  lady  provided  a  post-chaise  to 
convey  her  to  Scotland,  and  desired  that  she 


^  The  Utrrftminif  Mcmmk  h  by  no  raewii  10  ftiTI,  nr  to  enrioui , 

M  raiiht  have  been  expected  from  Mr.  Drnwetl't  aitttTity  of 

inquiry,  and  hit  tnna«  of  tnlbniMitiom.    It  reives  onl)-  to  a 

/(tv  daft  of  the  Precender't  adretitiire*,  which,  howevpr. 

lutfd  jbr  mamtki.    Even  of  Miu  Flora  BfMdonald  it  tells 

icM  tbn  had  been  already  in  print  forty  years  before  Mr. 

Bosvdl't  pirt>Hcation.    It  does  not  say  vko  she  «ai>,  nor 

*^  she  met  1A»e  prf  nee.  nor  v*kg  tke  was  selected  or  in- 

teMi  lo  interfere,  and.  in  short,  letls  as  little  as  possible  of 

^  p<Ytimal  share  In  the  ereots.    We  should  pariiruiarly 

ks*c  iiksd  to  know,  firom  ber  own  report,  the  particulars  of 

kcr  cxaaihadon  and   revption   in    London.     The  reader 

*  ^  "'^  ^  cttrliiaa  to  know  more  of  the  detiils  of  the 

'   Pretender's  escape,    eill    find    tliem  In    the   GfmtUmtin'B 

Ufgzime  lor   1/47.  pp   S3I.  SM.;   in    the   little   volume 

.   More  referrrd   to,  called  Ateatums ;  and  in  a  Journal  in 

!   tbe  ffrnod  volinne  of  tlie  Loeik'irt  Papers.  -~  Ckokkb. 

I      '  Vliohad  succeeded  Flora  Maedonald  as  guide  tn  the 

<   iT^scc,  aod  had  so  greatly  contributed   to   hu   escape.— 

I  '  Wbeo  arrested,  which  was  a  few  days  alter  parting  fhnn 
aePrteee,  Flora  was  conveyed  on  board  the  Furnace, 
C'ftaia  Fevgnsaaoe,  and  ermveyed  to  Leith.  There  she  w v 
'*B^«i  00  board  Commodore  Smith's  ship,  and  conveyed 
to  tile  Viin.  whence,  on  the  6tfi  of  Deeember.after  being  Ove 
tontte  en  sUp.board,  she  was  transferred  to  the  custody  of 
Ae  aessenpRr  Dick,  in  which  she  remained  till  July,  1747. 
nm  the  was  discbarged,  and  returned  to  Edinburgh.— 
«"*»•.  it  seema  stranpe  that  Mr.  Boswell,  aflbcting  to 
l^asi  eoBMrtflf  aroount  of  all  this  aflUr.  should  use  expres- 
■•M  which  not  only  give  no  intimation  of  Flora's  arrest  and 
(eaiuiHM.ul,  but  aaea  oven  to  negative  the  fact  Is  it  possible 
^  the  lady's  dcUosry  wished  to  suppress  alt  recnll*%tion  of 
Krjuvtof  bean  a  ^immer  f  It  wilt  be  seen,  by  a  c<-mpartsoo 
"  Vr  BoswelTs  acconnt  with  other  statemfnts  of  the  trans- 
yfrP'that  Flora  gnve  him  very  Bttle  Information— mmb^, 
|Mwd~(kat  had  not  been  already  published.  I«ady  Prlm- 
^J  prakftUam  must  have  been  very  short,  for  Flora  retum- 
g^jtiegns.  to  Scotland  hnroediately  after  her  release  from 
naluaaumt.  Lady  Hrtmrose  was  Miss  Oreliucoort,  daughter 
«  the  Dcaa  of  Armi^h,  and  relict  of  Hugh,  third  Viscount 
^^I'Broac.  It  Is  not  known  how  she  became  so  ardent  a 
^^"^^ '.  hot  she  certainly  was  so.  for  she  was  In  the  secret 
or  the  roong  Pretender's  visit  to  London,  which  (not  with- 
■taudtBf  Dr.  Johnson's  disbelief)  did  certauly  occur  In 


might  choose  any  friend  she  pleased  to  aocom* 
pany^  her.  She  chose  Malcolm.  ^*  So,**  said 
he  with  a  triumphant  air,  ^*  I  went  to  lA>ndon 
to  be  hanffed,  and  returned  in  a  post-chaise 
with  M ins  Flora  Mscdonald.*' 

Mr.  Madeod  of  Muiravenside,  whom  we  saw 
at  Rasay .  assured  us  that  Frinee  Charles  was  in 
London  in  1759  ^  and  that  there  was  then  a  plan 
in  agitation  for  restoriufl:  his  family.  Dr.  John- 
son  could  scarcely  credit  this  story,  and  said 
there  could  be  no  probable  plan  at  that  time. 
Such  an  attempt  could  not  have  succeeded, 
unless  the  King  of  Prussia  had  stopped  the 
army  in  Germany ;  for  both  the  army  and  the 
fleet  would,  even  without  orders,  have  fought 
for  ihe  king,  to  whom  they  had  engaged  them- 
selves. 

Having  related  so  many  particulars  concern* 
ing  the  grandson  of  the  unfortunate  King  James 
the  Second ;  having  given  due  praise  to  fidelity 
and  generous  attachment,  whicn,  however  em^ 
neous  the  judgment  may  be,  are  hooonraUe 
for  the  heart;  I  must  do  the  Highlanders  the 
justice  to  attest,  that  I  found  every  where 
anion^t  them  a  high  opinion  of  the  virtues  of 
the  kintr  now  upon  the  throne,  and  an  honest 
disposition  to  be  faithful  subjects  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, whose  family  has  possessed  the  sove- 
reignty of  this  country  so  long,  that  a  change, 
even  for  the  abdicated  family,  would  now  hurt 
the  best  feelings  of  all  his  subjects. 

The  abstract  point  of  right  would  involve 


*  Dr.  King  states,  on/c.  p.  9S.,  the  visit  at  which  he  saw 
the  Pretender  at  Lady  Primrose's  to  hare  been  in  1790^ 
while  oilier  authorities  (if  there  were  not  two  visiu)  place 
it  in  I7S8.  Of  this  last  there  ran  be  no  doubt.—  Hume  so 
stated  it  (see  his  letter  to  Sir  John  Frlngle  in  the  Gemt,  Mmg, 
for  1788)  on  the  separate,  but  concurring  authoi  itv  of  Lord 
Marechal,  who  saw  nlm  at  Lady  Primrose's,  ana  of  Lord 
Holdemese,  Secretary  of  Stale  from  1781  lo  17M.  who  had 
ofllcial  knowledge  of  the  Owt.  I  think  it  ontikely  that 
there  wiTe  two  visits  so  near  together,  and  I  therefore  still 
think  that  the  date  I7S0  In  King's  Memoirs  is  an  error  Ibr 
ITSS.  Hume  adds,  that  he  was  assured,  thit  on  this  occasion 
the  Prince  formally  renotraced  the  Roman  Catholic  religion 
in  the  New  Churcn  In  the  Strand.  About  this,  however, 
Hume  was,  as  he  says,  a  sceptic.  Lord  Marechal  Airther 
told  him  that  the  Pretender  was  present  at  the  coronation 
of  George  III.,  hot  the  evidence  adduced  is  very  slight.  I 
find  nowhere  any  cooflrmation  of  Mr.  Maeleod's  statement 
of  a  visit  in  1789,  and  believe  that  to  be  also  a  mistake  for 
17A8 

Mr.  Cole,  of  Norton  Street,  pessessei,  and  permits  me  to 
print,  an  orlelnal  letter  of  Flora  Maodonald's,  wbidi  pmees 
that  a  small  provision  was  made  for  her  by  her  Jacobite 
friends,  perhsqw  the  Prince  himself,  through  the  hands  of 
Lady  Prtmntee.  I  give  this  JaeobUe  retie  literatlBi.— 
CaoKSB. 

**  Kingsborroo,  Aprite  28d.  1751. 

Sia,  — Few  days  agoe  yours  of  the  96th  March  Came  Co 
hand,  by  which  I  understnnd  my  Lady  Primroee  hath  Lodud 
in  your  hands  for  my  heiioof  £027  Sterg,  and  that  her  Lady- 
ship had  in  view,  to  add  more,  of  which  yon  would  aquenc 
me  So  as  to  send  a  proper  Discharge  to  my  I.JMly,  whicb  I 
am  ready  I>oe  how  soon  you  are  pjens'd  to  advise  me  aod  as 


I  am  lo  have  Si^urtir.  to  my  frieiids  satisfaction,  on  Sir 
James  McDonald's  estaie  lu  design*d,  the  whole  sbooM  be 
myed  next  may  tn  John  McKfauile  of  Delvln  wrteteo  alt 
Ednr,  of  which  My  father  in  Law  spnck  to  Keanetb  mcKca* 
lie  Htlnm*y  who  mill  give  yon  proper  derectioos,  at  the  same 
time  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  vou  as  oft  as  jou  pleas,  ta 
order  I  may  observe  such  dcrertions  as  my  Ladr  will  be 
pleas'd  to  give  yuu  coureming  mv,  I  was  uneasie  Wfor  the 
recipt  of  your  I.ntter  that  my  lady  was  not  well,  haveing 
wrott  frequently  to  her  Ladjship,  but  has  had  no  turn. 
Please  bn  so  frood  as  to  oBVr  my  humble  Duty  tn  mj  Lady, 
ft  Mrs.  Dreliiicourt,  and  I  am  Sii  Your  most  humble  Ser«t* 

Floka  McDokald. 
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us  in  a  discussion  of  remote  and  perplexed 
questions ;  and,  after  all,  we  should  have  no 
olear  principle  of  decision.  That  establish- 
ment! which,  from  political  necessity,  took 
place  in  1688,  by  a  breach  in  the  succession  of 
our  kings,  and  which,  whatever  benefits  may 
have  accrued  from  it,  certainly  gave  a  shock  to 
•ur  monarchy,  the  able  and  constitutional 
Blackstone  wisely  rests  on  the  solid  footing  of 
authority.  ^  Our  ancestors  having  most  indis- 
putably a  competent  jurisdiction  to  decide  this 
great  and  important  question,  and  having,  in 
fact,  decided  it^  it  is  now  become  our  duty,  at 
this  distance  of  time,  to  acquiesce  in  their  de- 
termination.** ' 

Mr.  Paley,  the  present  Archdeacon  of  Car- 
lisle, in  his  "  Principles  of  ]^Ioral  and  Political 
Philosophy,"  having,  with  much  clearness  of 
argument,  shown  the  duty  of  submission  to 
civil  government  to  be  founded  neither  on  an 
indefeasible  jus  dimnum^  nor  on  compact,  but 
on  expediency,  lays  down  this^rationol  position : 
'*  Irregularity  in  the  first  foundation  of  a  state, 
or  su^equent  violence,  fraud,  or  injustice,  in 
getting  possession  of  the  supreme  power,  are 
not  sufficient  reasons  for  resistance,  after  the 
government  is  once  peaceably  settled.  No 
subject  of  the  British  empire  conceives  himself 
engaged  to  vindicate  the  justice  of  the  Norman 
claim  or  conquest,  or  apprehends  that  his  duty 
in  any  manner  depends  upon  that  controversy. 
Bo  likewise,  if  the  house  of  Lancaster,  or  even 
the  posterity  of  Cromwell,  had  been  at  this 
day  seated  upon  the  throne  of  England,  we 
should  have  been  as  little  concerned  to  inquire 
how  the  founder  of  the  family  came  there.  * ' 

In  conformity  with  this  doctrine,  I  myself, 
though  fully  persuaded  that  the  house  of 
Stuart  had  originally  no  right  to  the  crown  of 
Scotland,  for  tliat  Baliol,  and  not  Bruce,  was 
the  lawful  heir,  should  yet  have  thought  it 


1  Commmtarivt  on  th«  Lswt  of  England.  ImmA  i.  c)Mp.  S. 

*  Book  vl.  chAp.  3.  Since  I  have  quoted  Mr.  Arrhdeacon 
Fal<7  upon  one  ftubjpct,  I  cannot  but  tranKrtli«>,  Trom  hit 
excellent  work,  a  ditttniiufshed  patsane  in  tupport  of  the 
Chri«tUn  rovrlation.  After  •howinir,  in  decent  but  itrong 
term*,  the  unriime*t  of  the  indirect  atteinpci  of  nodem  In- 
fldeli  to  un«**ttle  and  perplex  religiont  principle*,  and  par- 
tirularly  the  irunjr.  iKtnter.  and  ineer  of  one,  whom  he  polltrlj 
calls  **  an  eloquent  hUtorian,"  the  Archdeacon  thus  e&preiMt 
hlmaeU:^ 

**  Seriou»nc«s  It  not  constraint  of  thought ;  nor  levity. 
freedom.  Kvcry  mind  which  wishes  the  advancement  of 
truth  and  knowl«>(Uc,  m  the  most  important  of  all  human  re- 
searches, mutt  abhor  this  licentlousnr«t.  as  violating  no  less 
the  lavs  of  reasoning  than  the  rights  of  decency.  There  is 
but  one  descriutloo  of  men  to  whose  principles  it  ought  to 
be  tiUernble.  I  mean  that  class  of  reasoners  who  can  see 
little  in  ChHstlanitjr,  even  supposing  it  to  be  true.  To  such 
adversaries  we  arfdresa  this  rettectioo.  Had  Jesus  Christ 
deliverrd  no  other  declaration  than  the  following,  *  The 
hour  it  coming  in  the  which  all  thnt  are  In  the  graves  shall 
hear  hit  voice,  and  shall  come  forth  ;  they  that  hare  done 
well  imto  the  resurrection  of  life,  and  they  th^t  have  done 
evil  unto  the  rf  surrection  of  damnation,*  hr  had  pronounced 
a  message  of  InesUmable  Importance,  and  wrll  worthv  of  that 
splendid  ap par&tua  of  prophecy  mud  miracle*  with  wnich  hU 


Ycr^  culpable  to  have  rebelled,  on  that  account  ' 
Qgamst  Charles  the  First,  or  even  a  prince  of 
that  house  much  nearer  the  time,  in  order  U) 
assert  the  claim  of  the  posterity  olBaliol. 

However  convinced  I  am  of  the  justice  of 
that  principle,  which  holds  allegiance  and  pn>- 
tection  to  be  reciprocal,  I  do,  however,  nt' 
knowledge,  that  I  am  not  satisfied  with  tSc 
cold  sentiment  which  would  confine  the  exer- 
tions of  the  subject  within  the  strict  line  of 
dutv.    I  would  have  every  breast  aniiiuUHl 
with  the  fervour  of  loyalty ;  with  that  gi*nen)iu 
attachment  which  delights  in  doinj;:  bomewhat 
more  than  is  required,  and  makes  ""senitv 
perfect  freedom.**  And,  therefore,  as  our  mu>i 
gracious  sovereign,  on  his  accession  to  die 
throne,  gloried  in  being  horn  a  BriUm ;  mx  io 
my  more  private  sphere,  Ego  me  uum  deui^ui' 
natum,  gratulor,    1  am  happy  that  a  di«put<^ 
succession  no  longer  distracts  our  mind^;  anil 
that  a  monarchy,  established  by  law,  u  nt^w  so 
sanctioned  by  time,  that  we  can  fully  iD(l'il;f 
those  feeling  of  loyalty  which  I  am  arobiti«'U« 
to  excite.    They  are  feelings  which  have  eter 
actuated  the  inhabitants  of  the  Highbndi  ukI 
the  Hebrides.    The  plant  of  loyalty  is  then*  in 
full  vigour,  and  the  Brunswick  grail  now  flou- 
rishes like  a  native  shoot.     To  that  splritt^.t 
race  of  people  I  may  with  propriety  ap^ily  \\*- 
elegant  lines  of  a  modem  poet,  on  the  *'  ixcu^ 
temper  of  the  beauteous  sex :  ** 

**  Like  birds  new-caught,  wIid  flutter  for  a  time. 
And  struggle  with  captivity  in  vain ; 
But  by-aud-by  they   rest,    they  smooth  their 

plumes. 
And  to  new  mtuien  sing  their  fionner  notct.*' 

Surely  such  notes  are  much  better  than  ^ 

Querulous  growlings  of  suspicious  Whip  afrl 
iscontented  republicans. 


I 


mission  was  Introduced  sod  attcaled :  a  mewairr  In  vb^*"  '^ 
wisc»t  uf  mankind  would  rejoice  to  find  an  .in»«f  r  (  t  '  r 
doubU.  and  rest  to  their  loqutrics.  It  Is  idle  to  n*  'k^  • 
future  state' had  bren  dl •covered  already.  It  had  brr  «» 
covered  as  the  Coneniican  sy«tem  was ;  it  wa*  ***  •  ** 
amongst  manj.  He  aJuoe  ditcorers  who  pr^mn,  •  '*' 
man  can  prove  this  point  but  the  teacher  wiio  irtt'i'*  "" 
miracles  that  hU  doctrios  cocaes  trom  Cod."*  —  B«^  * 
chap.  9. 

If  Inndelitf  be  dlslngenuouslr  dispersed  la  evrrr  rtv 
that  1*  likely  to  allure,  surprise,  or  bc^Ue  the  l»«r*-' 
In  a  fable,  a  tale,  a  novel,  a  poem,  ta  books  of  trs»'  •    • 
philosophy,  of  natural  bUtorj.  as  Mr.  Falet   h«<  •"    ** 
served,  I  httpe  It  is  fair  In  me  thus  to  aaeet  such  ^**<<  •  ** 
an  un«*xpectfd  antidote,  which  I  canaoi  d>  ubt  «Ul  b»  '  «^ 
powerful.  —  BoswiLL.     It  Is  ahaott  imttrcrasarr  to  «ll  *-  * 
much  Patej  Increased  and  conttrmed  tbe  earlv  rvT«!>-'  - 
acquirtd  1^  the    work  so   Justly  pmlaed  by  1foi«^    * 
his  i/wi-ir  PatUmm,  1790,  hri^rmcrg  t\f  Chmth^mttf   \X 
Katutnl  Tkeoiagw,  1803.— and  auuij  cif  the  beat,  as  I  •'' 
ture  to  think,  sermons  In  mir  lanpiage.  •>  He  wat  t**r  * 
July.  1743,  and  died  i-Vh  May.  1S0&.     Mr.  Wm'ihjr^ 
prunmtitced  to  me  a  clowlnc  paargyrW  osi  tbe  in  't  •• 
cellenor  and  public  utility  of  Paley *s  varka.  ~  Ci 

*  Asis,  a  tragedy,  by  John  Hosac.. 
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KnGwuBGR  conducted  ns  in  his  boat  across 

'  WK  o(  t&e  lochs,  as  they  call  them,  or  arms  of 

{  the  set,  which  flow  in  upon  all  the  ooosts  of 

Skr,  to  1  mile  beyond  a  pbce  called  Grishinish. 

(hr  bones  had  been  sent  round  by  land  to 

meet  os.    By  this  sail  we  saved  eight  miles  of 

lad  ridinff.    Dr.  Johnson  said^  ^  When  we 

take  into  uie  computation  what  we  have  saved, 

'  tod  what  we  have  guned,  by  this  agreeable 

,  ^it»%  great  deal.**    He  observed,  ^  It  is 

T<TT  dtflsgreeable  riding  in  Sky.    The  way  is 

'  to  narrow,  one  only  at  a  time  can  travel,  so  it 

i<  fjoite  misfK!?ial ;  and  you  cannot  indulge  in 

anlltation  by  yourself,  because  vou  must  be 

ilwajs  attending  to  the  steps  which  your  horse 

-^t^"    TUs  was  a  just  and  clear  description 

'4  iti  inoonveniencies. 

The  topic  of  emigration  being  again  intro- 
'i  i<^  Dr.  Jobnion  said,  that  **  a  rapacious 
ii^f  would  make  a  wilderness  of  his  estate.** 
ifr.  Donald  M^Qn^cn  told  us,  that  the  oppres- 
'"vu  which  then  made  so  much  noise,  was 
»w'\n%  to  landlords  Ibtening  to  bad  advice  in 
^^Utong  of  their  lands ;  Uiat  interested  and 
•'•^fniing  people  flattered  them  with  golden 
d'vsQf  Si  much  higher  rents  than  couM  rea- 
*^»hlj  be  paid ;  and  that  some  of  the  gentle- 
'>&  tsfksmen^  or  upper  tenants,  were  them* 
*irrf  in  part  the  oocasion  of  the  mischief,  by 
'  t^rrating  the  larma  of  others.  That  many  of 
*h^.  tacksmen,  rather  than  complv  with  exor- 
'  'Mt  demandi,  had  gone  off  to  America,  and 
riTtfiTcrahed  the  country,  by  draining  it  of  its 
••^th:  and  that  thdr  places  were  mled  by  a 
'  other  of  poor  people,  who  had  lived  under 
^^  properly  apeiking,  is  servants,  paid  by  a 
'*^sin  proportiofi  of  the  produce  of  the  lands, 
^"tnih  called  aab«tenants.  I  observed,  that 
»  tKe  men  of  aubstance  were  once  banished 
^'^^  a  UiMaMkd  estate,  it  might  probably  be 
r^tJy  rcdoeed  in  ita  value ;  lor  one  bad  year 
r  2^t  ruin  a  set  of  poor  tenants,  and  men  of 
'5  property  would  not  settle  in  such  a 
*  4iktry,  unleaa  Irom  the  temptation  of  getting 
■^1  extremely  cheap ;  for  an  inhabitant  of  any 
>»J  ooonty  in  Britain  had  better  go  to  Ame- 
'  B  than  to  the  Highlands  or  the  Hebrides. 
I '7^.  thcrtiCbre,  was  a  consideration  that  ought 


_  a  "  trttre  de  eaetft.**^  C«oKCit. 
th«  Cunlly  (au  unci*  prubttbljr)  who 


to  induce  a  chief  to  act  a  more  liberal  part, 
from  a  mere  motive  of  intei*est,  independent  of 
the  loily  and  honourable  principle  of  keeping 
a  clan  together,  to  be  in  readiness  to  senre  his 
kin^.  I  added,  that  I  could  not  help  thinking 
a  little  arbitrary  power  in  the  sovereign,  to 
control  the  bad  policy  and  greediness  of  the 
chiefs,  might  sometimes  be  of  service.  In 
France,  a  chief  would  not  be  permitted  to 
force  a  number  of  the  king*s  subjects  out  of 
the  country.  Dr.  Johnson  concurred  with  me, 
observing,  that  ^^  were  an  oppressive  chieftain 
a  subject  of  the  French  king,  he  would,  pro- 
bably, be  admonished  by  a  letter^  ^ 

During  our  sail.  Dr.  Johnson  asked  about 
the  use  of  the  dirk,  with  which  he  imagined 
the  Highlanders  cut  their  meat.  He  was  told, 
they  had  a  knife  and  fork  besides  to  eat  with. 
He  asked,  how  did  the  women  do  ?  and  was 
answered,  some  of  them  had  a  knife  and  fork 
too ;  but  in  general  the  men,  when  they  hod 
cut  their  meat,  handed  their  knives  and  forks 
to  the  women,  and  they  themselves  eat  with 
their  fingers.  The  old  iuiar^  of  Mocdonald 
always  eat  fish  with  his  fingers,  alleging  that  a 
knife  and  fork  gave  it  a  bad  taste.  I  took  tlie 
liberty  to  observe  to  Dr,  Johnson,  that  he  did 
so.  **  Yes,**  said  he,  ^  but  it  is  because  I  am 
short*sighted,  and  afraid  of  bones,  for  which 
reason  I  am  not  fond  of  eating  many  kinds  of 
fish,  because  I  must  use  my  fingers.** 

Dr.  MTherson*s  ^  Dissertations  on  Scottish 
Antiquities,**  which  he  had  looked  at  when 
at  Corrichatachin,  being  mentioned,  he  re- 
marked, that  '*  you  might  read  half  an  hour, 
and  ask  yourself  what  you  had  been  reading : 
there  were  so  many  words  to  so  little  matter, 
that  there  was  no  getting  through  the  book.** 

As  soon  as  we  reachra  the  shore,  we  took 
leave  of  Kingsburgh,  and  mounted  our  horses. 
We  passed  through  a  wild  moor,  in  many 
places  so  soft  that  we  were  obliged  to  walk, 
which  was  very  fatiguing  to  Dr.  Johnson. 
Once  he  had  advanced  on  horseback  to  a  very 
bod  step.  There  was  a  steep  declivity  on  his 
lefY,  to  which  he  was  so  near,  that  there  was 
not  room  for  him  to  dismount  in  the  usual 


wav.  He  tried  to  alight  on  the  other  side,  as 
if  he  had  been  a  voung  buck  indeed,  but  in 
the  attempt  he  fell  at  his  length  upon  the 


ground ;  from  which,  however,  he  got  up  im- 
mediatijy  without  being  hurt.  During  this 
dreary  ride,  we  were  sometimes  relieved  by  a 
view  of  branches  of  the  sea,  that  universal 
medium  of  connection  amongst  mankind.  A 
guide,  who  had  been  sent  with  us  from  Kings- 
burgh,  explored  the  way  (much  in  the  same 
manner  as,  I  suppose,  is  pursued  in  the  wilds 
of  America)  by  observing  certain  marks  known 
only  to  the  inhabitants.  We  arrived  at  Dun- 
vegan  late  in  the  altemoon.  U'he  great  size  of 
the  castle,  which  is  partly  old  and  partly  new. 


mno  Knurdbui  during  the  minority  of  the  jruong  beir.^ 
CwoKtB. 
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and  18  built  upon  a  rock  close  to  the  sea,  while 
the  land  around  it  presents  nothing  but  wild, 
moorish,  hillj,  and  craggy  appearances,  gave  a 
rude  magnificence  to  the  scene.  Having  dis- 
mounte<C  we  ascended  a  flight  of  steps,  which 
was  made  by  the  late  Macleod,  for  the  accom- 
modation of  persons  coming  to  him  hj  land, 
there  formerij  being,  for  security,  no  other 
access  to  the  castle  but  from  the  sea ;  so  that 
▼isiters  who  came  bj  the  land  were  under  the 
neoessitj  of  getting  into  a  boat,  and  sailed 
round  to  the  only  place  where  it  could  be  ap^ 
proached.  We  were  introduced  into  a  stately 
dining-room,  and  received  by  Lady  Macleod, 
mother  of  the  Laird,  who,  with  his  friend 
TaiiMker,  having  been  detained  on  the  road, 
did  not  arrive  tul  some  time  after  us. 

We  found  the  lady  of  the  house  a  very  polite 
and  sensible  woman,  who  had  HvchI  for  some 
time  in  London,  and  had  there  been  in  Dr, 
Johnson*s  company.  After  we  had  dined,  we 
repaired  to  the  drawing-room,  where  some  of 
the  young  ladies  of  the  family,  with  their 
mother,  were  at  tea.  This  room  had  formeriy 
been  the  bed-chamber  of  Sir  Roderick  Macleod, 
one  of  the  old  lairds :  and  he  chose  it,  because 
behind  it  there  was  a  considerable  cascade, 
the  sound  of  which  disposed  him  to  sleep. 
Above  his  bed  was  this  inscription:  —  ^8ir 
Rorie  Macleod  of  Dunvegan,  knight.  God 
send  good  rest !  **  Rorie  is  the  contraction  of 
Roderick.  He  was  called  Rorie  More,  that  is, 
great  Rorie,  not  from  his  size,  but  from  his 
spirit.  Our  entertainment  here  was  in  so  ele- 
gant a  style,  and  reminded  my  fellow-traveller 
so  much  of  England,  that  he  became  quite 
joyous.  He  laughed,  and  said,  **  Boswell,  we 
came  in  at  the  wrong  end  of  this  island.** 
**  Sir,"  said  I,  *•  it  was  best  to  keep  this  for  the 
last.**  He  answered,  ^  I  would  nave  it  both 
first  and  last.** 

Tueitday^  Sept,  14.  —  Dr.  Johnson  said  in 
the  morning,  **  Is  not  this  a  fine  bdy  ?  **  * 
There  was  not  a  word  now  of  his  ^  impatience 
to  be  in  civilised  life ;"  though  indeed  I  should 
beg  pardon  —  lie  found  it  here.  We  had  slept 
W(mI,  and  lain  long.  Alter  breakfast  we  sur- 
▼eyed  the  castle  and  the  garden.  Mr.  Bethune, 
the  |>ari.«<h  minister,  Magnus  Macleod  of  Clag- 
gan,  brother  to  Tatiaker^  and  Macleod  of  Bay, 
two  substantial  gentlemen  of  the  clan,  dined 
with  us.  We  had  admirable  venison,  generous 
wine;  in  a  word,  all  that  a  good  table  has. 
This  was  really  the  hall  of  a  chief.  Lady 
Alacleod  had  been  much  obliged  to  my  father, 
who  had  settled,  by  arbitration,  a  variety  of 
perplexed  claims  between  her  and  her  relation, 


*  Sh«  vti  the  daufbter  of  Alexander  Brodie.  Ctq.,  of 
Brodle.  hy*m  Kinc  at  Arms  8h«  h.id  lately  come  wiih  hrr 
daticfatert  m  |  uf  Hammhire.  to  tuperintend  hrr  »on'«  house- 
bold  at  Dun  v«>|tan.  This  mpcciable  Iwl)  diint  in  1*V)3.  It 
ha*  bam  Mii«<  that  tha  eii|ire«Md  contlderatJe  diMatUt«rtion 
a&  Dr  Johnt<Mi*»  nide  behrfriour  at  Dunvetran.  Hrr  graiid- 
MW.  tin*  frf^nt  Mailai d.  aMurr*  ma  that  It  waa  not  to : 
••  f bet  were  all."  he  tajri  emtdiaticalljr.  *'  tfriifikifd  with  him  ;"• 
and.  tndevd.  hit  failier't  Memoirs  Kive  the  tame  linpee»*;on  of 
•afcltfaetion  oo  all  pohits  but  OMiao.—  Cao&ia. 


the  Laird  of  Brodie,  which  she  now  repaid  bv 
particular  attention  to  me.    Kacleorl  started 
tlie  subject  of  uiiiking  women  do  penance  in 
the  church  for  fornication.    Jobbsoh.    **  It  is 
right.  Sir.    Infamy  is  attached  to  the  crime^ 
by  universal  opinion,  as  soon  as  it  is  known. 
I  would  not  be  the  man  who  would  discover  it, 
if  I  alone  knew  it,  for  a  woman  may  rdbrm ; 
nor  would  I  commend  a  parson  who  divul;:^^ 
a  woaMn*s  firat  oflence;  but  beiiH[  onoe  di- 
vulged, it  ought  to  be  infamous.    Consider  of 
what  importance  to  society  the  chastity  of 
women  is.     Upon  that  all  the  property  ia  th<' 
world  depends.    We  hang  a  thief  for  stealintr 
a  Hheep,  but  the  anohaititT  of  a  wonaa  trans- 
fers sheep,  and  farm,  and  all,  from  the  ri^rht 
owner.*    I  have  mach  more  reverence  fur  a 
common  prostitute  than  for  a  woman  who  con- 
ceals her  gutlL     The   prostitute  is  kmnm. 
She    cannot    deceive:    ahe    eannot  brin«   a 
strumpet  into  the  arm  of  an  honest  laaa. 
without  his  knowledge.**    Buswbll.    "*  Th«rv 
is,  however,  a  ffreat  difTercnoe  between   tbr 
licentiousness  of  a  sini^e  woman,  and   that 
of  a  married  woman.**    JoBiiaov.    **  Yes,  hu- : 
there  is  a  great  diflerenee  betwem  atealin?  « 
shilling  and  stealing  a  thousand  poonda ;  lie- 
tween  aimply  taking  a  man*s  purse,  and  miir^ 
dering  htm  first,  and  then  taking  it.  But  when 
one  Mgins  to  be  Tieioua,  it  b  easy  to  go  en. 
Where  single  women  are  licentiovs,  yon  ramv 
find   faithnil    married   women.**      Boawau^ 
**  And  yet  we  are  told,  that  in  some  nations  H^ 
Lidia,  the  distinction  is    strictly  nhacned.* 
JoHnsoif.    **Nay,  don't  give  as  India.     I'ti^^ 
puts  me  in  mind  of  MonieHivien,  wkn  is  re^liv 
a  fellow  of  genius  too  in  many  leaptcU ;  whrti* 
ever  he  wants  to  support  a  stnm|pB  opinion,  h^ 
quotes  you  the  practice  of  ^op^  <^  ^ 
other    dbtant   country,  of  wnic^  hte  1 
nothing.    To  tunport  polyaany,  be  tcUa 
of  the  laland  of  Formosa,  where  there  niv 
women  bom  ibr  one  asan.    He 
suppose  another  isfamd,  where 
men  bom  for  one  woman,  and  so 
riase  between  them.' 

At  supper.  Lady  Madeod  m 
Cadogan  s  book  on  the  gont.  J< 
is  a  i^ood  book  in  generd,  bat  •  fcniiah 
particulars.  It  ia  good  in  general,  mm  i 
mending  temperanoe,  and  exercise,  mmiA 
fulness.  In  that  respect  it  is  only  Dr.  Ci 
book  told  in  a  new  way;  and'  thcT«  abouhi 
come  out  such  a  book  every  thirty  iti^ 
dressed  in  the  mode  of  the  times.  It  ia  f^wkt^ 
in  maintaining  that  the  gout  ia  not  l^rrdctary;, 
and  that  one  fit  of  it,  when  gone,  b  like  m  it 


ted  bm  t< 


*  See  post,  p.  SSr.  and  ISA  Oet^  YT79 
•on  argnas,  I  think  Urfft  fnal  «aral 
grouiMb —  CaoKta. 

'  What  my  frtood  Kfwtad  aa  m  «M  a 

tiiAlljr  happened  in  the  wrsirrn  itiund*  of  Smtl 
lielie%«  Ittartin,  who  teUi  it  of  the  ulaada  of  CoA 
and  ••}-»  thai  It  b  proved  bf  the  parish 


»««  S- 
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vbea  gone*'    Ladj  Macleod  objected  that  the 
SQthor  does  not  practise  what  he  teaches.' 
JoaasoM.      "I    cannot    help    that.    Madam. 
That  does  not    anake   his    book  the  worse. 
Fe<^e  are  influenoed  more  bj  what  a  man 
sajs,  if  his  practice  is  suitable  to  it,  because 
thej  are  blockheads.    The  more  intellectual 
peuple  are,  the  reailier  will  they  attend  to  what 
a  man  tells  them.  If  it  is  just^  they  will  follow 
it,  be  his  practice  what  it  will.    2ho  man  piuc- 
tises  80  well  as  he  writes.    I  haTC,  all  my  life 
loog.  been  lying  till  noon ;  yet  I  tell  all  young 
men,  and  tell  them  with  great  sincerity,  that 
Dobody  who  does  not  rise  early  will  ever  do 
any  good.    Only  consider !  You  read  a  book ; 
you  are  convinced  by  it ;  you  do  not  know  the 
author.    Ssppoee  you  afterwards  know  him, 
and  find  that  he  does  not  practise  what  he 
teaches ;  are  yoa  to  give  up  your  former  con- 
viction ?    At  this  rate  you  would  be  kept  in  a 
state  of  equilibriam,  when  reading  every  book, 
till  Tou   anew  how  the   author   practised." 
"^  BuV  said  Lady  lladeod,  **  you  would  think 
better  of  Dr.  Cadogan,  if  he  acted  according 
to  his  principles.**    Johnsoh.  ^*  Why,  Madam, 
to  be  sure,  a  man  who  acta  in  the  face  of  light 
'»  worse  than  a  man  who  does  not  know  so 
much ;  yet  I  think  no  man  should  be  the  worse 
thought  of  for    publishing  9(>od.  Ijrincii^es. 
Tbere  is  something  noble  m  publiahmg  truth, 
though  it  condemns  one*s  sdf.**    I  expressed 
wme  surprise  at  Cadogan's  recommending  good 
tiumour,  as  if  it  were  quite  in  our  own  power 
to  attain  it.    Johhson.    ^  Why,  Sir,  a  man 
erofrs  better  humoured  as  he  grows  older. 
He  imnroves  br  experience.    When  young, 
he  thinks  himself  of  great  consequence,  and 
,  erery  thing  of  importance.    As  he  advances 
ia  lite,  he  learns  to  think  himself  of  no  conse- 
>  qnence,  sad  little  things  of  little  importance ; 
and  10  he  becomes  more  patient,  and  better 
*  pletsed.    All  sood  humour  and  complaisance 
ve  aequired.  Naturally  a  child  seizes  directly 
'  vhat  it  sees,  and  thinks  of  pleasing  itself  only. 
'  By  degrees,  it  is  tsoght  to  please  others,  and 
to  prefer  others ;  and  that  tnia  will  ultimately 
pnxlnce  the  grc^itest  happiness.    If  a  man  is 
Bot  coaviaeed  of  that,  hd  never  will  practise  it. 
(^oouaon  language  speaks  the  truth  as  to  this : 
,  *c  My,  a  person  is  well  bred.    As  it  is  said, 
tbat  all  material  motion  is  primarily  in  a  right 
^  and  is  never  per  circmtwn^  never  in  an- 
^^  form,  unless  bv  some  particular  cause ;  so 
:  It  may  be  said  intellectual  motion  is."    Lady 
wleod  asked,  if  no  man  was  naturally  good  f 


^P'uvuafnendTeflectSonanliuitDr.Cadogan^when  hit 
2[!P<>P«lwbookwaifinKpiibltohed.  It  wm  mJd.  that  what- 
**«  Piwmu  h«  mlfht  glva  to  otheta,  he  himiclf  indulged 
gy?"*  the  bottle.  But  I  hate  tlnce  had  the  pleasure  of 
r^njSMqnaintedviih  him,  and.  if  hit  own  tettmony  may 
^ tJI^^ (and  1  bare nerrr  b^mrd  it  impeached), hit  courae 
^UM  b«i  beta  oonformable  to  hit  doctrine.  ^BoawKLL 
I^^Cadotu  died  in  1797.  In  the  eighty-tixth  year  of  hit  age. 

^iT^*  **  ^^  Botvell  and  Lady  Maeleod  had  expected 
uTJ  Y?  '"*"W  *»a?e  excepted  women  flrom  the  general 
wofBaaJOnd,- Cloaca. 


JoBKBOK.  ^^No,  Madam,  no  more  than  a  wolC** 
Bo8W£u..  ^  Kor  no  woman.  Sir  ?  **  Johksom. 
I*  No,  Sir."  Lady  Maeleod  started  at  this,  saying, 
in  a  low  voice,  "This  is  worse  than  Swift  ?"* 

Maeleod  of  Ulinish  had  come  in  the  after- 
noon. We  were  a  jovial  company  at  supper. 
The  Laird,  surrounoed  bjr  so  numv  of  his  clan, 
was  to  me  a  pleasing  sight  Iney  listened 
with  wonder  and  pleasure,  while  Dr.  Johnson 
harangued.  I  am  vexed  that  I  cannot  take 
down  nis  full  strain  of  eloquence. 

Wedjoetdaifj  Sept,  15.  —  The  gentlemen  of 
the  clan  went  away  early  in  the  morning  to  the 
harbour  of  Lochbraccadale,  to  take  leave  of 
aome  of  their  friends  who  were  goin^  to  Ame- 
rica. It  was  a  very  wet  day.  We  looked  at 
Rone  Mare's  horn,  which  is  a  large  cow*s 
horn,  with  the  mouth  of  it  ornamented  with 
silver  curiously  carved.  It  holds  rather  more 
than  a  bottle  and  a  half.  Every  Laird  of 
Madeod,  it  is  said,  must,  as  a  proof  of  his 
manhood,  drink  it  off  full  of  claret  without 
laying  it  down.  From  Porie  More  many  of 
the  branches  of  the  family  are  descended;  in 
particular,  the  Talisker  branch;  so  tbat  hia 
name  is  much  talked  of.  We  also  saw  his  bow, 
which  hardly  any  man  now  can  bend,  and  his 
glaymore^i  which  was  wielded  with  both  hands, 
and  is  of  a  prodigious  uze.  We  saw  here  some 
old  pieces  of  iron  armour,  immensely  heavy. 
The  broad-sword  now  used,  though  called  the 
glaymore  (i.  e.  the  great  eworS),  is  much 
smaller  than  that  used  in  Borie  More's  time. 
There  is  hardly  a  target  now  to  be  found  in  the 
Highlands.  After  the  disarming  act,  they 
made  them  serve  as  covers  to  their  butter-milk 
barrels ;  a  kind  of  change,  like  beating  spears 
into  pruning-hooks. 

Sir  Geoi>|;e  Mackenzie's  Works  (the  folio 
edition)  happened  to  lie  in  a  window  in  the 
dining-room.  I  asked  Dr.  Johnson  to  look  at 
the  Characteree  Advocaiorum.  He  allowed  him 
power  of  mind,  and  that  he  understood  very 
well  what  he  tells ;  but  said,  that  there  was 
too  much  declamation,  and  that  the  Latin  was 
not  correct.  He  found  fault  with  appropin- 
guabatit  in  the  character  of  Gilmour.  1  tried 
him  with  the  opposition  between  gloria  and 
pcdma^  in  the  comparison  between  Gdmour  and 
Nisbet,  which  Lord  Hailes,  in  his  ^'  Catalogue 
of  the  Lords  of  Session,**  thinks  difficult  to  be 
understood.  The  words  are,  ^  penes  iUum 
gloria^  penes  hunc  palma/*  ^  In  a  short  Ac- 
count of  the  Kirk  of  Scotland,  which  I  pub- 
lished some  years  ago,  I  applied  these  words  to 


'  Commonly  called  daifmore,  hut  more  properly  gfavmore, 
muui  glanemore^  the  great  tword.  iiUve  or  QUu9e  it  need 
In  thli  aenie  both  iu  Englitb  and  French — dertTed,  laya 
Menage,  (torn  the  Latin  gladfmM.  —  Cbokbr. 

*  **  Oppotuit  Gilmorlo  provldentia  Nitbeium :  qui  rammft 
doctrini  conturomatique  eloqnentiA  cautai  agf  bat.  ut  Juitltias 
tcalie  in  equilibrio  ettent ;  ntmli  tamen  arte  temper  atens 
[Ntsbetut]  artem  tuaro  autpectam  reddebat.  Quntiet  erto 
confllxerunt,  penet  Gilmorium  gloria,  penea  Niabetnro  palma 
fuit ;  quoniam  in  hoc  plut  artit  et  cultut.  In  illo  pint  naturx 
et  Tlrtum."~Maclienzie*a  Workt.  edited  by  Ruddiinaa. 
8  Tolt.  foUo,  17SS.  —  Wbwiit. 
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the  two  contending  parties,  and  explained 
them  thus :  **  The  popular  party  haa  most  elo* 
quence;  Dr.  Robeitaon's  purty  most  influence.**  . 
I  was  yery  desiroos  to  hear  Dr.  Johni9on*s  ex-  ' 
plication.  Jobhson.  **I  see  no  difficulty. 
Gilmour  was  admired  for  his  parts;  Nisbet 
carried  his  cause  by  his  skill  in  law.  Palma  is 
victory.**  I  observed^  that  the  character  of 
Nicholson,  in  this  book,  resembled  that  of 
Burke ;  for  it  is  said,  in  one  place,  ^  in  anmes 
buot  et  JoeoM  Me  sape  retolvebai;'^^  and,  in 
another,  ^  sed  aecipUris  more,  e  corupeciu  aU" 
quanrio  attantivm  nMimi  ee  protrahene  voUdiL, 
m  pradam  miro  impetn  dencendebat.^  '  Johm- 
SON.  ^No,  Sir;  I  never  heard  Burke  make 
a  good  joke  in  my  life.** '  Bosweix.  ^*  But, 
Sir,  YOU  will  allow  he  is  a  hawk.**  Dr.  Johnson, 
thincin*;  that  I  meant  this  of  his  joking,  said, 
**No,  Sir,  he  is  not  the  hawk  there.  He  is 
the  beetle  in  the  mire.**  I  still  adhered  to  my 
metaphor;  ^  but  he  soars  as  the  hawk.**  John- 
son. **  Yes,  Sir ;  but  he  catches  nothing.** 
Macleod  asked,  what  is  the  particular  ex- 
cellence of  Burke's  eloquence?  Johnson. 
^Copiousness  and  fertility  of  allusion ;  a  power 
of  diversifying  his  matter,  by  placing  it  in 
various  relations.  Burke  has  great  information, 
and  great  command  of  language ;  though,  in 
my  opinion,  it  has  not  in  every  respect  the 
highest  elefifonce.  Boswbll.  ^Do  you  think. 
Sir,  that  Burke  has  read  Cicero  much?** 
Johnson.  ^I  don*t  believe  it,  Sir.  Burke 
has  great  knowledge,  great  fluency  of  words, 
and  great  promptness  of  ideas,  so  that  he  can 
speak  with  great  illustration  on  any  subject 
tnat  comes  before  him.  He  is  neither  like 
Cicero,  nor  like  Demosthenes,  nor  like  any  one 
else,  but  speaks  as  well  as  he  can.** 

In  the  sixty-fiflh  page  of  the  first  volume  of 
Sir  Cieorge  Mackenzie,  Dr.  Johnson  pointed 
out  a  paragraph  beginning  with  Aristotle,  and 
told  me  there  was  an  error  in  the  text,  which 
he  bade  me  try  to  discover.  I  was  luckv 
enough  to  hit  it  at  once.  As  the  passage  is 
printed,  it  is  said  that  the  devil  answers  even  in 
engines,  I  corrected  it  to  —  ever  in  anigmae, 
^  Sir,**  said  he,  **  you  are  a  good  critic  This 
would  have  been  a  great  tiling  to  do  in  the 
text  of  an  ancient  author.** 

Thureday*  SepL  16. —  Last  niglit  much 
care  was  taken  of  Dr.  Johnson,  who  was  still 
distressed  bv  his  cold.  He  had  hitherto  most 
strangclv  slept  without  a  nightcap.  Miss 
Macleod  made  him  a  laive  flannel  one,  and  he 
was  prevailed  with  to  drink  m  little  brandy 
when  he  was  going  to  bed.  He  has  great 
virtue  in  not  drinking  wine  or  any  fermented 


1  **  He  olUn  indulfad  hlmMlf  In  etery  tpedat  of  plnMntry 
and  wit  "  —  Boiwtu.. 

*  •*  But  like  the  hawk,  having  •oait'd  with  a  loftr  flight  tn  a 
height  which  tbr  rje  ciiuld  not  reach,  hewaf  wont  to  twoop 
upon  hli  qtmrry  with  wonderful  rapiUitjr."  —  Dohwill. 

'  5W*r  oM/r,  p.  23.,  and  p.  fiH.  n.  It  »hmil«l  ntii  be  forgmten 
that  till  (hU  paMrd  at  an  iNtrlj  ttagr  oi  Biirk<**s  public  life  — 
hf  had  iM^n  but  richt  yrart  in  parllnment.  and  ha«i  nttt  jrt 
attiiii«^  Mor  draervcd  the  great  rrputatluo  oi  hi*  tubtequcot 
dajc— .CatiEiN. 


liquor,  because,  as  he  acknowledged  to  as,  kt 
could  not  do  it  in  moderation.  Lady  Msdeod 
would  hardly  believe  him,  and  said,  "*!  in 
sure.  Sir,  you  would  not  carry  it  too  fsr  * 
Johnson.  ^  Nay,  Madam,  it  carried  me.  I 
took  the  opportunity  of  a  long  iUnais  to  Icare 
it  off.  It  was  then  prescribe  to  me  not  to 
drink  wine ;  and  having  broken  off  the  ksUt,  i 
I  have  never  returned  to  it.** 

In  the  argument  on  Tuesday  night,  sbout  . 
natural  goodness.  Dr.  Johnson  dienied  that  uj 
child  was  better  than  another,  but  by  difference  . 
of   instruction;    though,    in    consequence  of  | 
greater  attention  being  paid  to  instnictioo  br 
one  child  than  another,  and  of  a  TsrietT  of  | 
imperceptible  causes,  such  aa  instruction  Unng 
counteracted  by  servants,  a  ootioo  was  coo- 
ceived,  that  of  two  children,  equally  well  tHiu-  < 
cated,  one  was  naturally  much  worte  tktn  '• 
another.    He  owned,  this  morning,  that  one 
might  have  a  greater  aptitude  to  leam  tbin  ^ 
another,  and  that  we  inherit  dispositioM  from 
our  parents.    ^I  imkerited^''  said  he,  '*«  n^ 
mekmcholtf  from  my  father,  wkitk  Acs  wtmit  m* 
MAV  all  mjf  life,  at  kaetnoi  sober,''    Ladr  Mac- 
leod wondered  he  should  tell  (his.    **  Madam,'  • 
said  I, ''  he  knows  that  with  that  madaeM*  be 
is  superior  to  other  men.** 

I  have  often  been  astonished  with  vb*t 
exactness  and  perspicuit^r  he  will  explain  tbe 
process  of  any  art.  He  thia  morning  expiaiocd 
to  us  all  the  operation  of  coining,  auil,  at 
night,  all  the  operation  of  brewing,  so  ten 
dearly,  that  Mr.  M*Queen  said,  when  he  ^evd 
the  first,  he  thought  he  had  been  bred  in  the 
Mint;  when  he  heard  the  second,  that  he  W  ' 
been  bred  a  brewer. 

I  was  elated  by  the  thought  of  having  btea  ' 
able  to  entice  such  a  man  to  this  remote  part 


of  the  world.  A  ludicrous,  yet  wtH 
presented  itself  to  my  mind,  which  1  ex|)rr»<d 
to  the  company.  I  compared  myself  to  a  dn( 
who  has  got  hold  of  a  large  piece  of  meat,  tf^ 
runs  away  with  it  to  a  comer,  where  he  bst 
devour  it  in  peace,  without  any  fear  of  otbm 
taking  it  from  him.  "^  In  London,  KeTm<UA 
Beauclerk,  and  all  of  them,  are  coDtci>i<n; 
who  shall  enjoy  Dr.  Johnson's  coiiversaoc«. 
We  are  feasting  upon  it,  nndistorbed,  tt 
Dun  vegan.** 

It  was  still  a  storm  of  wind  and  rain.  ^' 
Johnson  however  walked  out  with  Ma<4eed, 
and  saw  Rorie  More's  caacseAe  in  full  (vrirf* 
tion.  Colonel  Macleod,  inatead  of  bina;  » 
life  and  gaiety,  as  I  have  seen  him,  waa  tf 
present  grave,  and  somewhat  deprcsarti  I7  *« 
anxious  concern  about  Madeou's  aflkira,  asd 


*  Seeeull,  p.4.  Mr.  Bntwell 
ll«h  thit  fart,  tbnufch  he  aftrrwarS*  rhoae  ta  I 
alluding  to  It.  Drjdrn't  nphorbm,  ihat  **  r**^  *"•'  '*' 
Injf  inrnial  powers  |trnr»all),  •*  It  n^^rlf  alllrd  to  wa*****  "• 
to  tiur  a*  to  h«%e  berom**  a  proTeib :  bat  M  t«ar^«*  *  •* 
and  Kfatrr  aulhorlij.  >w»neca  *V*i  y>*ti'^^  **?••*  *" 
grmtmm.  Mimr  mtMtuim  dranralitf.  — 1>«  TraBi^.  hmMm.  «•** 
s.  77.  —  CaoikLa. 
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I  hf  fbdiag  Muoe  gentlemen  of  tlie  clan  b^  no 
aeuu  disposed  to  act  a  generous  or  affectionate 

I  ptrt  to  their  chief  in  his  distress,  but  bargain- 
11^  with  him  as  with  a  strancer.  However,  he 
wai  agreeable  and  polite,  and  Dr.  Johnson  said 

I  he  vu  a  rerj  pleasing  man.  My  fellow-tra- 
veller  tad  I  tailed  of  going  to  Sweden ;  and, 

I  while  we  were  settling  our  plan.  I  expressed  a 

I  pleasure  in  the  prospect  of  seeing  the  king. 
JoHxaoH.    ^  I  doubt,  Sir,  if  he  would  spefuc 

'  to  uk'*  Cdonel  Macleod  said,  **  I  am  sure 
Mr.  Boswell  would  speak  to  Atm.**  But  seeing 
■e  s  little  disconcerted  by  his  remark,  he 

SititelT  added,  '^and  with  great  propriety.** 
ere  let  me  offer  a  short  defence  of  that  pro- 
penjitr  in  my  disposition,  to  which  this  gentle- 
,  nan  slluded.    It  has  procured  me  much  hap- 
pioeaa.*    I  hope  it  does  not  desenre  so  hard  a 
aame  ta  cither  forwardness  or  impudence.    K 
I  know  myself,  it  is  nothing  more  than  an 
eSjFemesa  to  share  the  society  of  men  distin- 
^  pninhcd  other  by  their  rank  or  their  talents, 
j  aod  s  diligence  to  attain  what  I  desire.    If  a 
'  oao  ia  piaised  for  seeking  knowledge,  though 
aMwatiins  and  seas  are  in  nis  way,  may  he  not 
.  tie  pankmed,  whose  ardour,  in  the  pursuit  of 
the  aame  object,  leads  him  to  encounter  diffi- 
cuitiea  as  sreat,  though  of  a  different  kind  ? 

Alter  lEe  ladies  were  gone  from  the  table, 

*e  Calked   of  the    Highlanders   not  having 

^cets ;  and  this  led  us  to  consider  the  advan- 

^p  of  wearing  linen.  Johnson.  **  All  animal 

miiftanecs   are  less  cleanly  than  vegetables. 

Wool,  of  which  iliuinel  is  made,  is  an  animal 

^hftence;  flannel  therefore  is  not  so  cleanly  as 

^sen*  I  remember  I  used  to  think  tar  dirty; 

^  when  I  knew  it  to  be  only  a  preparation 

of  the  joioe  of  the  pine,  I  thought  so  no 

^vkger.  It  is  not  disagreeable  to  have  the  gum 

^  ooces  from  a  plum-tree  u^n  your  fingers, 

^ttsnse  it  ia  wcgetable;  but  if  you  have  any 

*T»<^V*  grraap,  any  tallow  upon  your  finsers, 

yoa  are  uneasj  tul  tou  rub  it  off.  —  I  have 

;^  thought  tlust,  if  I  kept  a  seraglio,  the 

U&n  ahoiud  all  wear  linen  gowns,  or  cotton 

^I  mesa  atidSi  made  of  vegetable  substances. 

I  woold  have  no  silk ;  yon  cannot  tell  when  it 

■  <*!«»;  it  will  be  very  nasty  before  it  is 

pfroehtd  to  be  ao.    lanen  detects  its  own 


1*')  bear  tbe  grave  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson, 
'fkit  majestic  teacher  of  moral  and  religious 
▼'■^'■B,*'  while  sitting  solemn  in  an  arm-chur 
«  the  iale  of  Sky,  talk,  ex  adhedrd^  of  his 
^?Bii^  a  semi^iov  and  acknowledge  that  the 
^ffRttition  haul  jj/lira  been  in  his  thoughts, 
fu^k  me  ao  forcibly  with  ludicrous  contrast, 
Uii  I  ooold  not  but  lau^h  immoderately.  He 
*w  too  prood  to  submit,  even  for  a  moment, 
«^-  tie  the  object  of  ridicule,  and  instantly 


It  and  loftmetlon. 

yitfpamHy  w  ahould  not  havt  had  ihU 

la  I  tldok  a  fdic,  and,  at  all  eranta, 


retaliated  with  such  keen  sarcastic  wit,  and 
such  a  variety  of  degrading  images,  of  every 
one  of  which  I  was  the  object,  that,  though  1 
can  bear  such  attacks  as  well  as  most  men,  I 
yet  found  myself  so  much  the  sport  of  all  the 
company,  tliat  I  would  gladly  expunge  from 
my  mind  every  trace  of  this  severe  retort 

Talking  of  our  friend  Langton*s  house  in 
Lincolnshire,  he  said  **the  old  house  of  the 
family  was  burnt.  A  temporary  building  was 
erected  in  its  room ;  and  to  this  day  they  have 
been  always  adding  as  the  family  increased.  It  is 
like  a  shirt  made  for  a  man  when  he  was  a 
child,  and  enlai^ed  always  as  he  grows  older.*' 

We  talked  to-night  of  Luther's  allowing  the 
Landgrave  of  Hesse  two  wives,  and  tlut  it 
was  with  the  consent  of  the  wife  to  whom  he 
was  first  married.  Johnsoh.  **  There  was  no 
harm  in  this,  so  far  as  she  was  oxilv  concerned, 
because  volenti  mm  ft  injuria,  Jaut  it  was  an 
ofience  against  the  general  order  of  society, 
and  against  the  law  of  the  Gospel,  by  which 
one  man  and  one  woman  are  to  be  united.  No 
man  can  have  two  wives,  but  bv  preventing 
somebody  else  from  having  one.**  ^ 

Friday y  SepL  17. — After  dinner  yesterday, 
we  had  a  conversation  upon  cunninj;.  Macleod 
said  that  he  was  not  afraid  of  cunning  people ; 
but  would  let  them  play  their  tricuu  about 
him  like  monkeys.  **But,**  said  I,  *^they*ll 
scratch;**  and  Mr.  McQueen  added,  **they*ll 
invent  new  tricks,  as  soon  as  you  find  out 
what  they  do.**  Johnson.  **  Cunning  has  effect 
from  the  credulity  of  others,  rather  than  from 
the  abilities  of  those  who  are  cunning.  It 
requires  no  extraordinary  talents  to  lie  and 
deceive.**  This  led  us  to  consider  whether  it 
did  not  require  great  abilities  to  be  very 
wicked.  Johnson.  ^  It  requires  great  abilities 
to  have  the  power  of  being  very  wicked ;  but 
not  to  be  very  wicked.  A  man  who  has  the 
power,  which  ffreat  abilities  procure  him,  ma^ 
use  it  well  or  ul ;  and  it  requires  more  abili- 
ties to  use  it  well,  than  to  use  it  ilL  Wicked- 
ness is  always  easier  than  virtue ;  for  it  takes 
the  short  cut  to  every  thing.  It  is  much  easier 
to  steal  a  hundred  pounds,  than  to  get  it  by 
labour,  or  any  other  way.  Consider  only  what 
act  of  wickedness  requires  great  abilities  to 
coDunit  it,  when  once  the  person  who  is  to  do 
it  has  the  power ;  for  there  is  the  distinction. 
It  requires  great  abilities  to  conquer  an  army, 
but  none  to  massacre  it  after  it  is  conquered. 

The  weather  this  day  was  rather  better  than 
any  that  we  had  since  we  came  to  Donve^. 
Mr.  M^ueen  had  often  mentioned  a  cunons 
piece  of  antiquity  near  this,  which  he  called  a 
temple  of  the  goddess  Anaitis.  Having  often 
talked  of  going  to  see  it,  he  and  I  set  out  after 
breakfast,  attended  by  his  servant,  a  fellow 


a  too  narrow  croimd  on  which  to  rait  thla  great  doctrine— > 
a  doctelne  which  ii  the  foundatfon  of  all  human  drlllMtlon. 
and  of  all  Indlrldoal  happineat.  Bee  anii,  p.  tM.,  and  pocf, 
lOih  Oct.  1779.  —  CaoKsa. 
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qaite  like  a  saTHge.    I  must  observe  here,  thnt 
in  Sky  there  seems  to  be  much  idleness ;  for 
men  and  boys  follow  you,  as  colts  follow  pas- 
sengers upon  a  road.    The  usual  figure  of  a 
Sky-boy  is  a  lown  with  bare  legs  and  feet,  a 
dirty  kdt,  ragged  coat  and  waistcoat,  a  bare 
head,  and  a  stick  in  his  hand,  which,  I  suppose, 
is  partly  to  help  the  lazy  rogue  to  walk,  partly 
to  serve  as  a  kmd  of  a  defengive  weapon.    We 
walked  what  is  called  two  miles,  but  is  pro- 
bably four,  firom  the  castle,  till  we  came  to  the 
sacred  place.    The  country  round  b  a  black 
dreary  moor  on  all  sides,  except  to  the  sea- 
coast,  towards  which  there  is  a  view  through  a 
valley ;  and  the  farm  of  Bay  shows  some  good 
land.    The  place  itself  is  green  ground,  being 
well  drained,  by  means  of  a  deep  glen  on  each 
side,  in  both  of  which  there  runs  a  rivulet 
with  a  good  quantity  of  water,  forming  several 
cascades,  which  make  a  considerable  appear- 
ance and  sound.    The  first  thing  we  came  to 
was  an  earthen  mound,  or  dyke,  extending 
from  the  one  precipice  to  the  other.    A  little 
farther  on  was  a  strong  stone  wall,  not  high, 
but  very  thick,  extending  in  the  same  manner. 
On  the  outside  of  it  were  the  ruins  of  two 
houses,  one  on  each  side  of  the  entry  or  gate 
to  it.    The  wall  is  built  all  along  of  uncemented 
stones,  but  of  so  lar^e  a  size  as  to  make  a  very 
firm  and  durable  rampart.    It  has  been  built 
all    about    the    consecrated    ground,   except 
where  the  precipice  is  steep  enough  to  form 
an  enclosure  of  itself.    The  sacred  spot  con- 
taint  more  than  two  acres.  There  are  within  it 
the  ruins  of  many  houses,  none  of  them  large,— 
a  cairn,  —  and  many  graves  marked  by  clusters 
of  stones.     Mr.  McQueen  insisted  that  the  ruin 
of  a  small  building,  standing  east  and  west, 
was  actually  the  temple  of  the  goddess  Anaitis, 
where  her  statue  was  kept,  and  from  whence 
processions  were  made  to  wash  it  in  one  of  the 
brooks.    There  is,  it  must  be  owned,  a  hollow 
road  viMble  for  a  good  way  from  the  entrance ; 
but  Bfp.  M*Queen,  with  the  keen  eye  of  an 
aaUquary,  traced  it  much  farther  than  I  could 
peroctve  it    There  is  not  above  a  foot  and  a 
half  in  height  of  the  walls  now  remaining ;  and 
the  whole  extent  of  the  building  was  never,  I 
imagme^  greater  Uian  an  ordinary  Highland 
house.    Mr.  M'Qneen  has  collected  a  great 
deal  of  learning  on  the  subject  of  the  temple 
of  Anaitis;  and  I  had  endeavoured,  in  my 
Joumal,  to  state  such  particulars  as  might  give 
some  idea  of  it,  and  of  the  surrounding^  scenery ; 
butftom  thegreatdifiiculty  of  describing  visible 
objects,  I  finmd  my  account  so  unsatisfaetory, 
diat  my  readers  would  probably  hsive  exclaimed, 

-  And  write  about  it,  goddess,  and  AmXi  if  ;**^ 

and  therefore  I  have  onutlod  it 
When  we  got  home,  and  were  again  at  table 

•  Dunciad.  b.  4.  ▼.  SW.—  C.  _  ^ 

•  Th(t  ttmple  eonmon  acme  of  this  rnnark  ihoald  HlcnM 
CboM  who  pret«nd  to  onderrttlve  poitralc  palnttnr.  and  to 

e refer  m  a  k^ker  braaeb  of  th(»  art,  wbat  th«7  caU  MMorir. 
ut  vhieb  It  gvaerallf  a  nera  ftibl*.  and  a  ircry  vnlatvraiC* 
Ids  OB**  vbtto  portraiture  a*  Jobnion  described  It,  mod  aa 


with  Dr.  Johnson,  we  first  talked  of  portraits.  ' 
He  agreed  in  thinking  them  valuable  in  families.  ^ 
I  wiSied  to  know  wtich  he  preferred,  fine  por-  , 
traits,  or  those  of  which  the  merit  was  resem- 
blance.  Johhsoh.  **  Sir,  their  chief  excelleiice 
is  being  like.**    Boewxix.  •*  Arc  you  of  th^t  I 
opinion  as  to  the  portraits  of  ancestors^  whom  | 
one  has  never  seen?"    Jokhsoh.   **It  then 
becomes  of  more  consequence  that  they  should  • 
be  like ;  and  I  would  have  them  in  the  drem  of 
the  times,  which  makes  a  piece  of  history.*  Om» 
should  like  to  see  how  Sane  More  lookfd.  < 
Truth,  Sir,  is  of  the  greatest  value  in  these 
things."    Mr.  McQueen  observed,  that  if  ynu 
think  it  of  no  consequence  whether  portraits 
are  like,  if  they  are  but  well  painted,  you  may 
be  indifferent  whether  a  piece  of  history  is  trw  , 
or  not,  if  well  told. 

Dr.  Johnson  said  at  breskfast  to-dmy,  **  thai 
it  was  but  of  late  that  historians  bestowed  pair.s 
and  attention  in  consulting  reoords,  to  attain  to 
accuracy.  Bacon,  in  writing  his  History  of 
Henry  vn.,  does  not  seem  to  hare  oonsulted 
any,  but  to  have  just  taken  what  he  found  m 
other  histories,  and  blended  it  with  what  he 
learned  by  tradition.*'  He  agreed  with  mr 
that  there  should  be  a  chronicle  kept  in  every 
considerable  family,  to  proerve  tfie  dtararteri 
and  transactions  of  successive  generations. 

After  dinner  I  started  the  subject  of  the 
temple  of  Anaitis.     Mr.  MH^ueen   had    Uwi 
stress  on  the  name  given  to  the  nlaee  hr  the 
country  people, — Ainmt;  and  added,  ••  I  knew 
not  what  to  mske  of  this  piece  of  antiquity,  till 
I  met  with  the  AnaiticHs  dehAnam  in  Lvdiv, 
mentioned  by  Pausanias  and  the  elder  Puny.** 
Dr.  Johnson,   with  his  usual  aruteness,    ex- 
amined Mr.  McQueen  as  to  the  meaning  oi 
the  word  Ainnit,  in  Erse ;  and  it  proved  to  S> 
a  water-place,  or  a  place  near  water,  **  wbirk.* 
said  Mr.  M'Queen,  "^  agrees  with  all  th«  de- 
5criptions  of  the  temples  of  that  soddeaa.  wh«r4i 
were  situated  near  nven,  that  there  mi^t  b« 
water  to  wash  tlie  statu&**    Joavaov.  ^  Nay« 
Sir,  the  aivument  firom  the  name  is   pmr 
The  name  is  exhausted  bj  what  we  see.     We 
have  no  occasion  to  go  to  a  distance  ftir  what 
we  can  pick  up  under  our  feet.    Had  it  bc^^ 
an  accidental  name,  the  smulanty  between  tt 
and  AnaitiM  might  Imve  had  sobkkIur^  in  it : 
but  it  turns  out  to  be  a  mere  physKilogwal 
name."    Madeod  said,  Mr.  M>Qaeea*s  kmm- 
ledge  of  etymology  had  destrored  kia  en»- 
lecture.    Jomaoii.  ••Yes,  Sir;  Mr.M'Qarevi 
IS  like  the  eagle  meotioBed  by  Waller, 
shot  with  an  arrow  feathered 
wing.**    Mr.  M^QoMB   would 
give  up  his  ooojectureu   Jaaaaoa.  **  Ti 
one  possibility  fat  yon*  and  all  , 
against  you.   It  b  possible  it  nngr  be  tke 


Vandyke.  R«yiiold«,  and  Iawtmk* 
kittorw.    I  do  not  hvtiuto  to  rvcord  m\  opta 
\%  conmonly  called  irtftira  It  ■■  toCtrtor 
In  oor  dAjrt  prMtlMd  chtaly  br 
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of  Anutls;  bat  it  is  also  possible  that  it  maj 
be  ft  fortification;  or  it  maj  be  a  place  of 
Chiiskiftn  worahip,  as  the  first  Christians  often 
chose  remote  and  wild  places,  to  make  an  im- 
pressioQ  on  the  mind ;  or,  if  it  was  an  heathen 
temple,  it  may  have  been  built  near  a  river,  for 
the  purpose  of  lustration ;  and  there  are  such 
t  multitiide  of  divinities,  to  whom  it  may  have 
been  dedicated,  that  the  chance  of  its  being  a 
temple  of  Anaitis  is  hardljr  sny  thing.  It  is 
like  throwfaig  a  grain  of  sand  upon  tiie  sea^ 
Aon  to-daj,  and  thinking  you  may  find  it  to- 
Borrow.  ^0,  Sir,  this  temple,  like  manj  an 
iS-boilt  edifice,  tumbles  down  before  it  is 
roofed  it**  In  his  triumph  over  the  reverend 
utiquarian,  he  indulged  himself  in  a  conceit ; 
f'v,  some  vestipe  of  the  aitar  of  the  goddess 
l*aBf  much  insuted  on  in  support  of  the  hypo- 
-bfsii,  he  aaid,  **  Mr.  McQueen  is  fighting  pro 

It  vas  wonderful  how  well  time  passed  in  a 
f^nkote  castle,  and  in  dreary  weather.  After 
*^ippert  ^<  talked  of  Pennant.  It  was  objected 
'•-tt  be  WIS  superficial.  Dr.  Johnson  defended 
iim  vannly.  He  said,  **  Pennant  has  greater 
^VKtjf  of  mquiry  than  almost  anv  man,  and 
bi  told  aa  more  than  ^haps  one  m  ten  thou* 
tad  oodd  have  done,  m  the  time  that  he  took. 
A«  bsi  ool  said  what  he  was  to  tell;  so  you 
naoot  find  ftnlt  with  him  for  what  he  has  not 
'•ctd.  If  a  man  comes  to  look  for  fishes,  you 
^ooi  blame  him  if  he  does  hot  attend  to 
UIs.*  i*But,"  said  Colonel  Madeod,  "he 
"^'^rtioDi  the  unreasonable  rise  of  rents  in  the 
'L*iiitodi,  and  fays,  'the  gentlemen  are  for 
'^ptriag  the  bi^  without  filW  it,*  fi)r  that  is 
'>  pWaae  he  uses.  Why  does  he  not  tdl  how 
■'  t.a  itP*  Jonwm.  *" Sir,  there  is  no  end  of 
-'^ttiTe  eriticbm.  He  teUs  what  he  observes, 
^^aianchaahedMoses.  If  he  tells  what  is 
*'^'  trae,  you  m^  find  fault  with  him ;  but, 
^•^  he  tells  tint  the  land  is  not  well  culti- 
^■Hheisnotobltted  to  tell  how  it  may  be 
«^l  caltiftled  If  I  tell  that  many  of  the 
H^^ilandsM  go  barefooted,  I  am  not  obliged 
1^' tefl  how  tlMy  iBay  get  shoes.  Pennant  tells 
'^tt-  Be  need  go  no  fiurdier,  except  he 
'^om.  He  exbanats  nothing;  and  no  subject 
•titorer  has  yet  been  exhausted.  But  Pen- 
VBt  has  BBRiy  told  a  great  deal.  Here  is  a 
^  n  fytt  higli,  and  you  are  angry  because 
^'  >  not  Kvcn."*  NotwHhstan^^  this  elo- 
9]*^  ^''uiia  ftQ  PemuaUia^  which  they  who 
'**^  nnd  lUs  gentleman's  Tours,  and  recol- 
^/hn  SBiiaf^u  and  the  shopkeeper  at  Mon- 
^*^  viB  probablf  impute  to  the  spirit  of 
j^jMielm,  I  stall  think  that  he  had  better 
^  pvoi  voce  flttcntio&  to  fewer  things, 


wte  thiiawtt  together  inch  a  nnmber  of 


•MM  of  hU  Crouttlnoai* 

Ikte ftnl^^aad maloded  ne^that  th« 

la  IBV  MrclidBV.    TIm    raliini   of  my 

iftor  K  ill*  M«  «lih  tboi«htt  vhieli  it 

of  li— unity  to  mcmpm.    I  con 

I  tkfvo  oeorw  and  four  vcori.  In  which  Uttla 

MBlo  hflo  bon  OBJ^fod ;  a  Ufa  direniflod 
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Johnmm't  Birth'day.  —  Langmagea  the  JPedipree  of 
Naiions.  —  The  Laird  of  JtfkeA.  —  Choice  of  a 
Wife.  —  BoewelTa  JoumaL  —  Lady  Grange,  — 
Pbeby  of  Savagea»  —  French  Literati.  —  Prize 
Fighting.  — Fraieh  and  EngHsh  Soldieri. — Dnd- 
ling.  —  Change  ofMannert.  —  Landed  and  trad- 
ing  Intereett.  —  LovaTs  Pgramid,  —  UKnish.  — 
Xonf  Orrery,  9fe.  tfc. 

Saturdag,  Sept  18. — Befobe  breakfast.  Dr. 
Johnson  came  up  to  my  room,  to  forbid  me  to 
mention  that  it  was  his  birthday ;  but  I  told 
him  I  had  done  it  already;  at  which  he  was 
displeased — I  suppose  from  wishing  to  have 
nothing  particular  done  on  his  account.^  Lady 
Madeod  and  I  got  into  a  warm  dispute.  She 
wanted  to  build  a  house  upon  a  farm  whidi 
she  has  taken,  about  five  miles  from  the  castle, 
and  to  make  ^dens  and  other  ornaments 
there ;  all  of  which  I  wproved  of;  but  insisted 
that  the  seat  of  the  family  should  always  be 
upon  the  rock  of  Dunvegan.  Johhsov.  '^  Ay, 
in  time  we  *11  build  all  round  this  rock.  You 
may  make  a  very  good  house  at  the  farm ;  but 
it  must  not  be  such  as  to  tempt  the  Laird  of 
Macleod  to  go  thither  to  reside.  Most  of  the 
great  families  of  England  have  a  secondary 
residence,  which  is  called  a  jointure-house; 
let  the  new  house  be  of  that  kmd."  The  lady 
insisted  that  the  rock  was  very  inconvenient ; 
that  there  was  no  place  near  it  where  a  good 
garden  could  be  made ;  that  it  must  always  be 
a  rude  place ;  that  it  was  a  Herculean  labour  to 
make  a  dinner  here.  I  was  vexed  to  find  the 
alloy  of  modern  refinement  in  a  lady  who  had 
so  much  old  family  spirit.  ^  Madam,**  said  I, 
**  if  once  you  quit  this  rock,  there  is  no  know- 
ing where  you  may  settle.  You  move  five 
mues  first ;  then  to  St.  Andrew's,  as  the  late 
Laird  did ;  then  to  Edinbugfa ;  and  to  on  till 
vou  end  at  Hamnateid,  or  in  Firanoe.  Ko,  no ; 
keep  to  the  roct ;  it  is  the  very  jewd  of  the 
estate.  It  looks  as  if  it  had  been  let  down  iWmi 
heaven  by  the  lour  eomers,  to  be  the  residence 
of  a  chief.  Have  all  the  cuinfbrta  and  oon- 
venienoes  of  Hfe  upon  it,  but  never  leave  Earie 
More's  cascade.**  *"  But,**  said  she»  *"  is  it  not 
enough  if  we  keep  it?  Must  we  never  have 
more  convenience  than  Rarie  More  bad?  he 
had  hk  beef  brought  to  dinner  in  one  basket^ 


hf  BiUeiy,  fpont  put  la  Cho  ringghhnoH  of  penarr.  i 
part  undor  tJio  violenoo  of  palaTla  gloonif  (OaoooMot 
Importanate  dlitroM  Bat^portuM^lanbcttertliiia  lalm 
have  b««n«  if  I  bod  boon  mi  ■IIHrtwI. 
to  be  contoDt.*'  —  Lrtttre.    Soo  pee 
dIaUko  to  how  hU  Urthdof  notkid..- 
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and  hi8  bread  in  another.  Whj  not  as  well 
be  Rorie  More  all  over,  as  live  upon  his  rock  ? 
And  should  not  we  tire,  in  looking  perpetually 
on  this  rock  ?  It  is  very  well  for  you^  who 
have  a  fine  place,  and  every  thing  essv,  to  talk 
thus,  and  think  of  chaining  honest  folks  to  a 
rock.  You  would  not  live  upon  it  yourself.*' 
'^  Yes,  Madam,**  said  I,  ^I  would  live  upon  it, 
were  I  Laird  of  Macleod,  and  should  be  un- 
happy if  I  were  not  upon  it.*"  Johhsoh  (with 
a  strong  voice  and  most  determined  manner). 
^  Madam,  rather  than  ^uit  the  old  rock,  Bos- 
wcll  would  live  in  the  pit ;  he  would  make  his 
bed  in  the  dungeon.**  I  felt  a  degree  of  ela- 
tion, at  finding  my  resolute  feudal  enthusiasm 
thus  confirmed  by  such  a  sanction,  llie  lady 
was  puzzled  a  ntUe.    She  still  returned  to 


nion  on  this  subject  is  still  the  same.  An 
ancient  family  residence  ought  to  be  a  primary 
object ;  and  Uiough  the  situation  of  Dunvegan 
be  such  that  little  can  be  done  here  in  garden- 
ing or  pleasure  ground,  yet,  in  addition  to  the 
veneration  acquired  bv  the  lapse  of  time,  it  has 
many  circumstances  of  natural  grandeur,  suited 
to  the  scat  of  a  EUghland  chief:  it  has  the 
sea — islands — crocks — hills — a  noble  cascade ; 
and  when  the  family  is  again  in  opulence, 
something  may  be  done  by  art.* 

Mr.  Donald  MK^ueen  went  away  to-day,  in 
order  to  preach  at  Braocadale  next  day.  We 
were  so  comfortably  situated  at  Dunvegan,  that 
Dr.  Johnson  could  hardly  be  moved  from  it.  I 
proposed  to  him  that  we  should  leave  it  on 
Monday.  "*  No,  Sir,**  said  he,  "^  I  will  not  go 
before  Wednesday.  I  will  have  some  more  of 
this  good.**  However,  as  the  weather  was  at 
this  season  so  bad,  and  so  very  uncertain,  and 
we  had  a  fpreat  deal  to  do  yet,  Mr.  McQueen 
and  I  prevailed  with  him  to  agree  to  set  out  on 
Monday,  if  the  day  should  be  good.  Mr. 
McQueen,  though  it  was  inconvenient  for  him 
to  be  absent  from  his  harvest,  enmed  to 
wait  on  Monday  at  Ulinish  for  us.  When  he 
was  going  away,  Dr.  Johnson  said,  **I  shall 


I  DanTOgvi  weU  dcwrf  tb*  ■tmd  vbkh 
Dr.  JoliBMNi  In  Its  deCeno*.  lU  grMlMt  InoonTcnieoM 
that  of  noeets.  Thft  bad  been  onffnalljr  obtained  from  the 
wta,  by  a  Mbterranean  atalrcaie,  jmxtif  arch«d,  parUj  cut  in 
tbe  rock,  wblcb,  wlndlnf  op  tbrootb  tbe  cliflT.  opened  into 
the  court  of  the  caatle.  Thia  paMage.  at  all  thnee  very  In- 
conrenlent,  bad  been  abandoned,  and  waa  nUnoof .  A  very 
Indifl^rent  anbttltiae  bad  been  nede  by  a  road,  whicb,  riaing 
from  the  barhour,  raaebed  tbe  bottom  of  the  moat,  and  then 
to  tbe  gate  by  a  very  long  itair.  Tbe  prceent  chleC. 


whom  I  am  bw^  to  call  mj  JHtmi,  baa  made  a  perfectly 
and  cbaraderlstle  aooeu,  wbleb  gives  a  direct 


convenient 

approach  to  the  ftirtber  ilde  of  tbe  moat.  In  front  of  tbe 
castle  gate,  and  aomMMmts  tbe  chasm  by  a  drawbridge, 
which  would  have  dellgbted  XarH  Mart  himself.  I  may  add, 
that  neither  Johnaoa  nor  Boswell  wtire  antleuarlea,  other- 
wise  they  must  have  remaned,  amongst  tbe  Omdim  of  Don- 
vegan*  the  (kted  or  Ihiry  banner,  said  to  be  given  to  the  clan 
hy  a  Banshee,  and  a  curious  drinking  cop  (probably),  said  to 
have  belonged  tn  the  family  when  klofs  of  tbe  Isle  of  Map  i 
certainly  of  mmt  venerable  antiquity.— WALTca  Scorr. 

•  Something  bas  Indeed  been,  partly  la  the  way  of  accom- 
modation and  ornament,  parUy  In  Ifflprovrments  yet  more 
estimable,  oilier  tbo  dliecUooof  tbe  present  beneOoent  I«4y 


ever  retain  a  great  x€«rd  for  yoo:"  then 
asked  him  if  he  had  &  "^BamUer.**  Mr. 
MH^ueen  said,  *^No,  but  my  brother  has  it.** 
Johhsoh.  *«  Havejou  the  **  Idler  ?**  M*Queca. 
"« No,  Sir.**  Johhsoh.  "^  Then  I  wiU  order  one 
for  you  at  Edinbursh,  which  yon  wiD  keep  in 
remembrance  of  me.  *  Mr.  MHJueen  was  much 
pleased  with  this.  He  expressed  to  me,  in  the 
strongest  terms,  his  admiration  of  Dr.  John- 
son's wonderful  knowledge,  and  every  other 
quali^  for  which  he  is  distinguished.  I  a&ked 
Mr.  McQueen  if  he  was  satisfied  with  being  a 
minister  in  Sky.  He  said  he  was;  but  he 
owned  that  his  forefathers  having  been  so 
long  there,  and  his  having  been  Mm  there, 
made  a  chief  ingredient  in  forming  hb  con- 
tentment. I  should  have  mentionc3,  that  on 
our  left  hand,  between  Portree  and  Dr.  llac- 
leod*s  house,  Mr.  MK^ueen  told  me  there  LaJ 
been  a  oolle^  of  the  Knights  TempUrs ;  that 
tradidon  said  so;  and  that  there  was  a  ru^a 
remaining  of  their  church,  which  had  hvxn 
burnt :  but  I  confess  Dr.  Johnson  has  weak- 
ened my  belief  in  remote  tradition.  In  U.  * 
dispute  about  AMoitu^  Mr.  MHJuecn  raki, 
Asia  Minor  was  peopled  by  Scythians,  ami,  a» 
thej  were  the  ancestors  of  the  Celts,  the  ^aicc 
religion  might  be  in  Asia  Minor  and  Skv. 
Johhsoh.  *'  Alas  I  Sir,  what  can  a  nation  tlui 
has  not  letters  tell  of  its  originalF  I  haw 
always  difficulty  to  be  patient  when  I  bear 
authors  gravely  ouoted,  as  givins  aoeoonts  u 
savage  nations,  wnich  accounts  tner  had  froci 
the  savages  themselves.  What  can  the  M*Craa^ 
tell  about  themselves  a  thousand  years  ajpo  'r  ■ 
There  is  no  tracing  the  connection  of  aacicn: 
nations,  but  by  language;  and  therefore  1  ai» 
always  sorry  when  anv  language  b  Iost«  bc^ 
cause  languages  are  the  pedigree  of  nations. 
If  yon  find  the  same  language  m  dislant  otnfr- 
tries,  you  may  be  sure  that  the  inhahilnnt>  rs 
each  have  beoi  the  same  people;  thai  is  to  aav, 
if  you  find  the  languages  a  good  deal  the 
for  a  word  here  and  uere  being  the  ssum, 
not  do.  Thus  Butler,  in  his  '  H«dibrw,* 
membering  that  jMi^gam,  in  the  Straits  </ 
Msgellan,  signifies  a  bird  with  a  white  hohd. 


\» 


SbebM 

ta 


ofMadeod  [Mba  Slepbemonl 
tbe  langnage  of  ber  nosbandi 

self  to  be  their  eShetnal  bi 

schools,  which  sbe  superintends  benelf. 
tbem  tbe  beneflts,  knowledge,  ami  eaml<wta  of 
society  i  and  a  young  and  beantifbl  womar  ^ 
for  tbe enlarned bapplnem of  tbiaarlmitiTw 
been  achieved  for  ages  belbre. — Wa&nm  • 
>  •«  What  een  Uw  H'Cram  toU  of  tbcn 
years  ago?**  More  tban  tbe  Doctor  wouM  . 
a  copy  of  tbelr  temlly  history,  written  by  H^ 
minister  of  DinffwalL  In  RMa-sblie.  te  1101. 
they  are  averred  to  bava  eosse  over    ' 

now  holding  the  name  of  If'Kcotie, 

battle  of  Largs,  tai  IMS.    I  waslndoliadvitaa 
pedigree,  by  tbe  consent  of  tbe  principal 
in  ISS6,and  had  tbe  orlgtoal  fas  my  pomsniim  sw 
It  Is  modestly  drawn  up.  and  appsmtly  wttt  alll 
wbleb  can  be  eapectsd  when  tmMtian  mnst  m 
nrach  relied  upon.    Tbe  name  was  In  "  ~ 
soAcned  to  tbe  Hlablands  tato  Mm  Ba. 
Bae,ac.  t  end  ta  the  Lowtaais,  wbero  « 
oAen  dropped,  by  tbo  aamea  of  " 
Scorr. 
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i  «Bd  tbft  the  same  word  has,  in  Wales,  the  sig- 

ufiatioD  of  a  white*headed  wench  (pen  head, 

iDd^viawliite),  bj  waj  of  ridicule,  concludes 

I  ^  the  people  of  those  straits  are  Welsh.** 

I     A  jouog  ffentleman  of  the  name  of  McLean, 

nephew  to  the  Lurd  of  the  Isle  of  Muck,  came 

I  tha  ffloraing;  and  just  as  we  sat  down  to 

I  dinner  esme  the  Laird  of  the  Isle  of  Muck 

I  luiafel(  lus  ladn  sister  to  Talisker^  two  other 

ladiei,  their  relations,  and  a  daughter  of  the 

hte  M*Leod  of  Hamer,  who  wrote  a  treatise 

,'  on  the  second  sight,  under  the  designation  of 

'  ''Tbeophilas  Insulanns.**  *    It  was  somewhat 

(iroll  to  hear  this  laird  called   hj  his  title. 

ifsfil  voold  hare  sounded  ill ;  so  he  was  called 

I  Afe  of  ifacft,  which  went  oflT  with  great  rea- 

'  diaen.  The  name,  as  now  written,  is  unseemly, 

^t  if  not  so  bad  in  the  original  Erse,  which  is 

Mtmaek^  signifying  the  Sows*  Island.*     Bu- 

chaaaneaUs  it  Intmla  Poreorum.  It  is  so  called 

/rom  its  form.    Some  oall  it  the  Isle  of  Monk. 

the  Laird  insists  that  this  is  the  proper  name. 

h  was  formeriy  church-land    belonging   to 

Icplakili,  and  a  hermit  lived  in  it.    It  is  two 

nilci  long,  and  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile 

htkuL    jlie  Laird  said,  he  had  seren  score  of 

'  nols  upon  it  Last  Tear  he  had  eighty  persons 
iaoeahted,  mostly  c^ldren,  but  some  of  them 
oghtaa  yean  of  age.  He  screed  with  the 
Krnaa.  to  eome  ana  do  it  at  naif  a  crown  a 

•  hod.   It  is  wery  fertile  in  com,  of  which  they 

I  eiport  sooie;  aiMl  its  coasts  abound  in  fish. 

j  A  tailor  comes   there  six  times  in  a  year. 

I  ^he^  get  a  good  blacksmith  from  the  lue  of 

I    ^Bfiaft  SepL   19. — It  was    rather  worse 

'  "father  than  any  that  we  had  yet    At  break- 

^  Dr.  Johnson  said,  **  Some  cunning  men 


B«fe  to  do  by  beating.  The  mule  fool  will 
kosher  do  br  words  nor  blows;  and  the 
^nagi  fool  onen  turns  mule  at  last :  and  sup- 
f^  a  fool  to  be  made  do  pretty  well,  ^ou 
Acit  have  the  continual  trouble  of  making 
^  doi  Depend  upon  it,  no  woman  is  the 
*Bne  for  senae  and  knowledge.**  Whether 
^Unranb  be  meant  merely  to  say  a  polite 
^^^  or  to  ipre  hu  opinion,  I  could  not  be 


i 


a  Myte  M 


•f  **  Ti^eopJUbu  Jmimtmims  "  wm  writtm  in  u 
Dr.  Johnsoa  or  hU  bkigraiilior 
. -^Waltbb  Soott. 
.>>  Mr.  WDIImi  Mafcphcnon  ioformad  m«,— of 
'  —  Cbokhl 
tall/  cBcontod  10  umof  inliMito  partieulart, 
'  for  Inacrttag  $0  SattoHag  an  ca- 
red to  the  public.  —  BoewBLL. 
wcrA,  Mr.  Botwell  tbowi,  that  kg 
of  tho  »«eomd  rights  either 
hwiper  of  hit  own  mind,  or 
Mhe  »  natlmwl  hoaour.    The  clergy  were 
a,  ocbenriie  than  as.  being 
tetelUfent  pertona  In  thoee 
•mm  Ito  aftenrdltv  of  the  teMee  on  which  the 
ran  ■■—uiitiid.    General  Maeleod  found  Jolin- 


C-fi! 


to  boUeve  In  the  teoood  light  than  la 
I  of  bctef  an  abiolate  believer. 
177S.  — Caoftn. 

of  ttda  My.  which  happened  to  thia 


sure ;  but  he  added,  **  Men  know  that  women 
are  an  over-match  for  them,  and  therefore  they 
choose  the  weakest  or  most  ignorant  If  they 
did  not  think  so,  they  never  could  be  afraid  of 
women  knowing  as  much  as  themselves.**  In 
justice  to  the  sez,  I  think  it  but  candid  to 
acknowledce,  that  in  a  subsequent  conversa- 
tion he  told  me  that  he  was  serious  in  what  he 
had  said. 

He  came  to  my  room  this  morning  before 
breakfast,  to  read  my  Journal,  which  he  has 
done  all  along.  He  often  before  said,  ^  I  take 
great  delight  in  reading  it*'  To-day  he  said, 
'*  You  improve :  it  grows  better  and  better.*' 
I  observed,  there  was  a  danger  of  my  getting 
a  habit  of  writing  in  a  slovenly  manner. 
^'  Sir,**  stud  he,  *'  it  is  not  written  in  a  slovenly 
manner.  It  might  be  printed,  were  the  subject 
fit  for  printing.^  ^  Whde  Mr.Bethune  preached 
to  us  m  the  dining-room.  Dr.  Johnson  sat  in 
his  own  room,  where  I  saw  lying  before  him  a 
volume  of  Lord  Baoon*s  works,  *^  The  Decay 
of  Christian  Fietv,'*  Monboddo*s  ''  Origin  of 
Language,**  and  Steme*8  Sermons.  He  asked 
me  to-£iy,  how  it  happened  that  we  were  so 
little  toother ;  I  told  him  my  Journal  took  up 
much  tune.  Yet,  on  reflection,  it  appeared 
strange  to  me,  that  although  I  will  run  from 
one  end  of  London  to  another,  to  pass  an  hour 
with  him,  I  should  omit  to  seise  any  spare  time 
to  be  in  his  compan;^,  when  I  am  settled  in  the 
same  house  witn  him.  But  my  Journal  is 
reallj  a  task  of  much  time  and  labour,  and  he 
forbids  me  to  contract  it. 

I  omitted  to  mention,  in  its  place,  that  Dr. 
Johnson  told  Mr.  M'Queen  that  he  had  found 
tho  belief  of  the  second  sight  universal  in  Sky, 
except  amon^  the  clergy,  who  seemed  de- 
termined Bcamst  it  I  took  the  liberty  to 
observe  to  Mr.  McQueen,  that  the  clergy  were 
actuated  by  a  kind  of  vanity.  ^  The  world,*' 
say  they,  ^  takes  us  to  be  credulous  men  in  a 
remote  comer.  We*ll  show  them  that  we  are 
more  enlightened  than  they  think.**  Hie 
worthy  man  said,  that  his  disbelief  of  it  was 
from  his  not  finding  sufficient  evidence ;  but  I 
could  perceive  that  he  was  prejudiced*  against 
it 

After  dinner  to-day,  we  talked  of  the  extra- 
ordinary fact  of  Lady  Grange's  '  being  sent  to 


tarr,  li  ae  MghtfuUjr  ronuatlc  as  if  it  had  been  the  Action  of 
a  gloom  J  fancy.  She  wac  the  wife  of  one  of  the  Lords  of 
Seiiloo  in  Scotland,  a  man  of  the  very  fimt  blood  of  hie 
country.  For  eome  myeteriout  reaaonc,  which  have  never 
been  duooTerad,  the  waa  aelMd  and  carried  off  In  the  dark, 
ahe  knew  not  hj  whom,  and  by  nightly  journejt  wai  con- 
veyed to  the  Highland  eborca,  (hmi  wheiice  the  was  trant- 
portcd  by  iea  to  the  remote  roA  of  St.  Kllda,  where  the 
remaineo,  amongst  its  few  wild  Inhabitants,  a  forlorn  pri- 
aoner,  bat  had  a  constant  supply  of  prorisions,  and  a  woman 
to  wait  on  her.  No  Inquiry  was  made  after  her.  till  she  at 
last  fonnd  means  to  cooTty  a  letter  to  a  confidential  friend, 
by  the  daughter  of  a  Catechist,  who  concealrd  it  in  a  clue  of 
yarn.  Informatioo  being  thus  obtained  at  Bdlnburgh.a  ship 
was  sent  to  bring  her  off:  but  intelligence  of  this  Wlog  re- 
ceived, she  was  conveyed  to  Macleod's  island  of  Harries, 
where  she  died.  —  Boswsu. 

Tlie  story  of  Lady  Orange  b  well  known.  I  have  seen  her 
Journal.  She  had  oeeome  privy  to  some  of  the  Jacobite  In- 
tflgaaik  la  which  har  hosbaad.  Lord  Qfange  (an  Enklna 
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St.  Kilda,  and  confined  there  for  several  years, 
without  any  meana  of  relief.*  Dr.  Johnson 
said,  if  Macleod  would  let  it  be  Imown  that  he 
had  such  a  place  for  naughty  ladies,  he  might 
make  it  a  very  profitable  island.  We  had,  in 
the  coarse  of  our  tour,  heard  of  St.  Kilda 
poetry.  Dr.  Johnson  observed,  ^  It  must  be 
very  poor,  because  they  have  very  few  images." 
Boswsix.  '*•  There  may  be  a  poetical  genius 
shown  in  combiuine  these,  and  in  making 
poetry  of  them.**  Jounsoh.  **Sir,  a  man 
cannot  make  fire  but  in  proportion  as  he  has 
fuel.  He  cannot  coin  gumeas  but  in  propor- 
tion as  he  has  gold.**  At  tea  he  talked  of  his 
intending  to  go  to  Italy  in  1775.  Macleod 
said,  he  would  like  Farb  better.  Johhson. 
"No,  Sir:  there  are  none  of  the  French 
literati  now  alive,  to  visit  whom  I  would  cross 
I  can  find  in  Bufl(m*s  hock  all  that  he 


asea. 


«t 


can  say. 

After  sapper  he  said,  **I  am  sorry  that 
prize-fighting  is  gone  oat ;  everv  art  should  be 
preserved,  and  uie  art  of  deience  is  surely 
ucaportant.  It  is  absurd  that  our  soldiers 
should  have  swords,  and  not  be  taught  the  use 
of  them.  Prize-fighting  ^  made  people  accus- 
tomed not  to  be  uarmed  at  seeing  their  own 
blood,  or  feeling  a  little  pain  from  a  wound.  I 
think  the  heavy  glagmore  was  an  ill-contrived 
weapon.  A  man  could  only  strike  once  with 
it.  It  employed  both  his  hands,  and  he  must 
of  coarse  be  soon  fatigued  with  wielding  it ; 
so  that  if  his  antagonist  could  only  keep  play- 
ing awhile,  he  was  sure  of  him.  I  would  figiit 
with  a  dirk  against  Borie  Merest  sword.  I 
could  ward  off  a  blow  with  a  dirk,  and  then  run 
in  upon  my  enemy.  When  within  that  heavy 
swora,  I  have  him ;  he  is  quite  helpless,  and  I 


brother  of  the  Earl  of  Mar,  and  a  Lord  of  Scttion).  and  hit 
fkmtly  were  cogaml.  Beinir  oo  Indiffrrent  tirmi  with  her 
hiuband,  she  It  uud  to  have  thrown  out  hintt  that  she  knew 
aa  much  as  would  rest  him  bis  life.  The  Judge  probably 
thought  with  Mrs.  Peachom,  that  it  It  rather  an  awkward 
itate  of  domestic  aflyrt,  when  the  wife  hat  it  in  her  power 
to  bang  the  husband.  Ladv  Grange  w:is  the  more  to  b« 
drcofded,  as  sho  came  of  a  Tindlctive  race,  being  the  grand- 
child of  that  Chletler  of  Dairy,  who  a»i.iMinated  Sir  Geortre 
Lockhart,  the  Lord  Pretidnnt.  Many  pi^rKtmi  of  importnncc 
In  the  Highlands  were  cotirfrncd  iu  reinoTinjt  hrr  testimony. 
The  notorious  Lovat.  wiUi  a  party  of  liis  men,  wore  the 
direct  asents  In  carrying  her  oflr(teean/c.  p.  55  n.  3.)  ;  and 
St.  Kiloa,  belonginpr  then  to  Macl«ad,  was  selt  cted  at  th« 
place  of  conflncmcnt.  The  namv  by  whirh  khr  was  itpoken 
or  written  of  was  Corpach,  an  omioout  liiktinction,  rorre- 
spondinK  to  what  i«  called  ittbjrcl  in  tho  l«>i*  tare -room  n(  an 
anatumift.  or  shot  lo  the  slang  of  the  Westport  mitrderert. 
—  WALTia  Scott.  Rachel  Chletli^  was.  at  Mr.  ChamtxTt 
Infr.rmt  me.  the  dauahter,  not  the  grand.daughter,  of  the 
murderer.  I'hc  Karl  of  Mar.  restored  in  lN-24.  was  her 
f  mndson.  She  wat  buried,  as  Macleod  informs  me,  at  Dun- 
Tegan —  CaoKia. 

*  In   "  Ctrture's  State    Papert."  we  And  an  authentic 
Btrratifeof  <''>nnor.  .t  catholic  priest,  who  turned  prot«  <t- 
ant,  being  seised  by  >ome  of  Lord  Seaforth**  people,  and 
detained  priioner  in  the  iiland  of  Harris  s<  veral  years ;  lio 
was  fed  with  bread  and  water,  and  lodged  in  a  hou^e  where 
he  was  evi>o4ed  to  the  rjint  and  cold.     Sir  Jamet  O^ilvy  ' 
write*.  J-ine  IH.  \filSr,  "that  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the  Lord 
Advocat**.   and    himtelf.   were  to  meet  neKt  diy.    to  taJie 
Hfcctuji  methods  to  have  this  redressed.    Ctmoor  wat  then 
atiti  d*>tiined."— p.  310.     'i  his  •bows  what  prnate  nppres-  I 
alon  muht  in  the  U<t  century  be  practised  In  the  HctKidrt. 
In  the  *»me  collection,  the  Karl  of  Arsyle  giret  a  nictiir* 
etqi'C  account  of  an  etntiaity    from    tke  grtnt  M'NeU    iff'  , 
Ba/ra,  as  that  Insular  chief  used  to  he  denominated.    "  I  < 


could  stab  him  at  my  kisnre,  like  a  ca^f.  It  ]s 
thon^t  by  sensible  military  men,  that  ti.* 
English  do  not  enough  avail  themselTcf  of 
their  superior  strength  of  body  againnb  ihe 
French;  for  that  must  always  have  a  gnat 
advantage  in  pushing  with  bayonets.  I  hare 
heard  an  officer  say,  that  if  women  coold  U* 
made  to  stand,  they  would  do  as  well  as  mt  n 
in  mere  interchange  of  bullets  finom  a  distance ; 
but  if  a  body  of  men  should  come  close  op  u* 
them,  then  to  be  sare  they  must  be  ovenx»me ; 
now,"  said  he,  **in  the  same  «»— >»w*«'  the 
weaker-bodied  French  must  be  overcome  bv 
our  strong  soldiers." 

The  subject  of  duelling  was  iDtrodDCpd. 
Johhsoh.  ^There  is  no  case  in  Englmd  where 
one  or  other  of  the  oombatants  nmai  die*:  if 
jovL  have  overcome  your  adversary  bj  distant- 
mg  him,  that  is  sufficient,  though  yea  ah^uld 
not  kill  him ;  your  honour,  or  the  Iwowr  ci 
your  family,  is  restored,  as  much  as  it  csa  be  bv 
a  duel.  It  is  cowardly  to  force  your  SBtngonat 
to  renew  the  combat,  when  you  knosr  that  tob 
have  the  advantage  of  him  bv  superior  akuL 
You  might  just  as  well  go  and  cut  fais  tkrosi 
while  he  is  asleep  in  his  bed.  When  a  doel 
begins,  it  is  supposed  there  may  be  an  eqaslhy ; 
because  it  is  not  always  skill  tost  piwailaL  'h 
depends  much  on  presence  of  mmd ;  My;  «■ 
accidents.  The  wind  may  be  in  a  manls  ' 
He  may  fall.^  Many  such  things  niay 
the  snperiority.  A  man  is  sufficiently  pi 
by  bemg  called  out,  and  subjected  to  ti 
that  is  in  a  duel.**  But  on  my  BO|^estiuy  that 
the  injured  person  is  equally  subjected  to  risk* 
he  fairly  owned  he  could  not  ezplna  tke  ra- 
tionality of  duelling. 

Monday,  Sept,  20.  —  When  I  swaked,  ife 


reccif  ed  a  letter  yesterday  from  M*Nen  of 
very  far  off.  s«nt  1^  a  gentleman  In  all  *t^  ^_r. 

service,  wliich  bad  made  you  Uu(h  toaMaiaenUy.  '\ 
style  of  bis  letter  runs  as  If  be  were  of  anotk^r  Li:»c^  ' 
—  p.  643.  _  BoawBix.  It  wis  said  of  M*N#I  9t  »Mn.  i 
» iien  be  dined,  bis  bagpipes  blew  a  fmrticular  rtratn.  « 
mating  that  all  the  world  ralght  go  to  diDacr.<— V^'al 
Scott, 

a  I  doubt  the  justice  of  my  fellow- tr4v<Uar*li  rw^mk  c 
cerning  the  French  literati,  many  of  whoni,  taa  to4.  ^ 
considerable    merit  In  eonversatkw,    as  wvit  «•  l»  a 
writings.    That  of  M  de  BuSbn,  in  panicafar,  I  «w  i 
aaured,  is  highly  instructlre  and  enlrrtalnhas*  — 
At  all  erents  he  would  hav«  had  more  Uteravj  c^v 
In  France,  than  he  could  have  exf<e<t«d  In  Italy:  t«-  ir^ 
little  or  no   Italian,  and  bis  pnxmnrtatkio  of  Ljcs*  w^ 
iuTH  been  hardly  intelligible CaiHLtB,  lfl4a. 

■>  Mrs.  Piossl  says.  **  Mr.  Joansoo  waa  verr  caBe<m«r^ 
the  art  of  atL-ick  and  defence  by  bnlnc.  which  se^pt^ 
had  learned  from  his  uncle  Andrew,  I  beUww)  ami  I  a« 
heard  him  descant  upon  the  age  whan  psopls  wmw  ii—i»« 
and  when  rejected,  in  the  schoote  oore  bail  larvaaB  kr^ 
amusement,  much  lo  the  adrotradon  of  thaat  wito*  h^ 
expectation  <vf  his  thill  In  such  m attars  .*a«»«mi'.  p^ 
u.  1.  —  CaoKta. 

*  I  think  it  right,  as  matter  af  hiatorknl 
Johnson  was  mittaken  in  aaylos  that  t 
which  one  of  the  parties  "moat 
pone  out  of  fa*ht>iii  («f  late  yeara,  but  Iheet  al' 
till  I  I  suppose  wonld  be.  rasra  ka  which 
would  be  required  ;  such  m  pemonal  mdlgniay  in  Aa^.. 
the  «ii»honoor  of  a  woman —  Caottmu  IhM. 

*  Johnton  eontidert  duels  as  iwly  AMSffht 
prttctice  now  wholly  *ttprrseded,  la  Ibeee 
u*e  of  piitolf .  a  weapon  which,  frnttrtiij  tpaahms.  Is  i» 
equal  than  the  sword  could  he.  <- 


*■  «"« 


ha 


storm  WM  iiigher  fltiU.  J%  abated  about  nine, 
and  the  van  shone ;  bnt  it  rained  again  yerj 
soon,  and  it  was  not  a  day  for  travelliug.  At 
breakfast.  Dr.  Johnaon  told  us,  **  there  was 
once  a  prettj  good  tavern  in  Catharine  Street 
in  the  btrand,  where  very  good  company  met 
in  an  evening,  and  each  man  called  for  his 
ovn  half-pint  of  wine,  or  gill,  if  he  pleased ; 
the^  were  fnigal  men,  and  nobody  paid  but  for 
what  he  himself  drank.  The  house  furnished 
00  supper;  but  a  woman  attended  wiiii  mutton 
pies,  micb  any  body  might  purchase.  I  was 
mtrodueed  to  tlua  company  by  Gumming  the 
Quaker',  and  used  to  go  there  sometunes 
vhen  I  drank  wine.  In  the  last  age,  when  my 
mother  lived  in  London,  there  were  two  sets 
of  people,  thoee  wbo  gave  the  wall,  and  those 
who  took  it;  the  peaoeable  and  the  quarrel- 
MNne.  When  I  letumed  to  Lichfield,  after 
hsTiag  been  in  London,  my  mother  asked  me, 
vhether  I  waa  one  of  those  who  gf,ve  the  wall, 
or  those  who  took  it.  Now,  it  is  fixed  that 
eroy  man  keeps  to  the  ri^ht ;  or,  if  one  is 
taking  the  wall,  another  yields  it,  and  it  is 
nerer  a  diflpnie.*'  He  waa  very  severe  on  a 
lady  whose  name  was  mentioned.  He  said,  he 
woakl  have  sent  her  to  St.  Kilda.  That  she 
was  as  bad  as  negative  badness  could  be,  and 
flood  ui  the  way  of  what  was  good:  that 
insipid  beauty  would  not  go  a  great  way ;  and 
diat  such  a  woman  might  be  cut  out  of  a  cab- 
baee,  if  there  was  a  alulful  artificer. 

Madeod  was  too  late  in  ooming  to  breakfast. 
Dr.  Johiiaon  said,  laziness  was  worse  than  the 
tooth-adie.  Boswbll.  "Icannot  agree  with 
JOQ,  Sir;  a  basin  of  cold  water,  or  a  horse- 
whip, will  core  lasiness.  **  Johnsoh.  *^No, 
Sir ;  it  will  oniy  put  off  the  fit ;  it  will  not 
oure  the  disease.  Iha^e  been  trying  to  cure 
my  IsuDSK  all  my  life,  and  could  not  do  it." 
BosvxLu  ^  But  if  a  man  does  in  a  shorter 
time  what  might  be  the  laboui*  of  a  life,  there 
is  nothing  to  be  said  against  him."  Johitson 
(perceiving  at  once  that  I  alluded  to  him  and 
m  Dictionary).  ^^  Suppose  that  flattery  to 
be  true,  the  consequence  would  be,  that  the 
world  would  have  no  right  to  censure  a  man ; 
hat  that  will  not  justify  him  to  himself." 

After  breakfast,  he  said  to  me,  **  A  Highland 
diief  should  now  endeavour  to  do  every  thing 
to  nuse  his  rents,  by  means  of  the  industry  of 
^11  people.  Formerly,  it  was  right  for  him  to 
lisre  his  house  full  of  idle  fellows ;  they  were 


*  ThoDBM  Onamlng  vm  a  bold  and  busj  man,  wbo  mU- 
ftfc  U»  vncaKlon  when  he  tamed  Quaker  (for  be  wm  not 
"*■  iathattect).  He  pfamncd  and  almoct  commandi^  a 
■llllwy  expedition  to  the  coait  of  AMce,  in  l7Afl,  which 
*M  in  the  ea|»t«ra  of  8«>nefial.  It  and  \t»  authr>r  make  a 
""*M«raae  flfufe  In  SmoUatt't  Hktor?  of  Bn gland,  vol.  11. 
9-  £1^  where  am  anomalv  of  a  Qmtker*s  heading  an  armr  If 
•teiftad  to  beezraKd  bjr  the  event  of  the  enemy's  having 
■aivedaiMi  without  Sgbting;  and  a  protest  that  Camming 
ywMd  net  have  engaged  In  tt,  bad  he  not  been  ataured,  that 
^N*tt^aa  overpowering  foree  the  enemy  could  not  have 
'^''  Thto  reminds  ns  of  another  story  of  Camming, 
t,  sob  April  2S.  17R3.)  During  the  rebel- 
asked  whether  the  tinf;  was  not  come 
• .  •  Qtadten  ought  to  take  arms  for  the  civil 
UtacitMa  of  his  countiy  ?    "  Ifo,*'  said  Cum* 


W*  to  Johaaon  (poa<.  sob 
>«of  ITttb  he  was  asked 
Ml  eaen  he.  aa  a  Qtnfcer, 


his  defenders,  bis  servants,  his  dependants,  his 
friends.    Kow  they  may  be  better  employed. 
The  system  of  things  is  now  so  much  altered, 
that  ue  fiunily  cannot  have  influence  but  by 
riches,  because  it  has  no  longer  the  power  of 
ancient  feudal  limes.      An   mdlvidual  of  a 
fitmily  may  have  it ;  but  it  cannot  now  belong 
to  a  &mily,  unless  you  could  have  a  perpetuity 
of  men  with  the  same  views.    Macleod  has 
four  times  the  land  that  the  Duke  of  Bedford 
has.    I  think,  with  Ms  spirit,  he  may  in  time 
make  himself  the  greatest  man  in  the  king*8 
dominions ;  for  land  may  always  be  improved 
to  a  certain  d^ree.    I  would  never  have  any 
man  sell  land,  to  throw  money  into  the  funds, 
as  is  oflen  done,  or  to  try  any  other  species  of 
trade.    Depend  upon  it,  this  rage  of  trade 
will  destroy  itself.    You  and  I  shall  not  see 
it ;  but  the  time  will  come  when  there  will  be 
on  end  of  it.    Trade  is  like  gaming.     If  a 
whole  company  are  gamesters,  play  must  cease ; 
for  there  is  nothing  to  be  won.    When  all 
nations  are  traders,  there  is  nothing  to  ^ 
|;ained  by  trade,  and  it  will  stop  first  where  it 
IS  brought  to  the  greatest  perfection.    Then 
the  proprietors  of  land  only  will  be  the  great 
men.*'    I  observed,  it  was  hard  that  Macleod 
should  find  ingittitude  in  so  many  of  his  people. 
Johnson,     "sir,  gratitude  is  a  fruit  of  great 
cultivation ;  you  oo  not  find  it  among  gross 
people.*'    I  doubt  of  this.    Nature  seems  to 
have  implanted  gmtitude  in  all  living  creatures. 
The  lion,  mentioned  by  Aulus  Gellius,  had  it.' 
It  appears  to  me  that  culture,  which  brings 
luxury  and  selfishness  with  it,  has  a  tendency 
rather  to  weaken   than   promote   this  affec- 
tion. 

Dr.  Johnson  said  this  morning,  when  talking 
of  our  setting  out,  that  he  was  in  the  state 
in  which  Lonl  Bacon  represents  kings.  He 
desired  the  end,  but  did  not  like  the  means. 
He  wished  much  to  get  home,  but  was  un- 
willing to  travel  in  Sky.  '^  You  are  like  kings 
too  in  this.  Sir,'*  said  I,  ^^  that  you  must,  act 
under  the  direction  of  others.** 

2\iesday,  Sept.  21.  —  The  uncertainty  of  our 
present  situation  having  prevented  me  from 
receiving  any  letters  from  home  fur  some  time, 
I  could  not  help  being  uneasy.  Dr.  Johnson 
had  an  advantage  over  me  in  this  respect,  he 
having  no  wife  or  child  to  occasion  anxious 
apprehensions  iu  his  mind.  It  was  a  good 
morning;  so  we  resolved  to  set  out.     But, 


ming,  "but  I  wfll  drive  an  ammunition  cart."  Yet  this 
bmtUng  man  was,  it  seems,  morbidly  sensitive.  Mrs.Piozil 
sajrs."  l)r.  Johnson  once  told  me  that  dimming,  the  f;unous 
Quaker,  whose  friendship  he  valued  very  highly,  fell  a  sacri- 
fice to  the  insults  of  the  newspapers,  having  declared  on  his 
death'bed,  that  the  pain  of  an  anonymous  Tetter,  written  in 
some  of  the  common  prints  of  the  day.  fastened  on  his  heart, 
and  threw  him  into  the  »Iow  fever  of  which  he  died."— 
Anecdote*^  n.  143.  One  libel,  in  which  Tomacomtngo  is  tc* 
verely  hanaled,  will  be  found  in  the  Town  and  Country 
Magaxine  of  January  1774  ;  and  though  It  seems  nothing  to 
die  of,  Cumming's  death  that  very  year  gives  countenance  to 
Johnson's  anecdote.  —  CmoKsa. 

9  Aul.  Gellius.  lib.  v.  c.  xiv.  —  Boswsu..    The  celebrated 
•tory  of  AnUrocles.  —  CaoXKR,  1846. 
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before  quitting?  this  castle,  where  we  hare  been 
■o  well  entertained,  let  me  give  a  short  de- 
scription of  it. 

Along  the  edffe  of  the  rock,  there  are  the 
remains  of  a  widl,  which  is  now  corered  with 
ITT.  A  square  court  is  formed  bj  building 
of  different  ages,  particularlj  some  towers,  said 
to  be  of  great  anUquitj;  and  at  oneoUoe 
there  is  a  row  of  false  cannon'  of  stone.  There 
is  a  Terj  large  unfinished  pile,  four  stories 
I  high,  which  we  were  told  was  here  when 
Leod,  the  first  of  the  family,  came  from  the 
Isle  of  3ian,  married  the  heiress  of  the  M*Crails, 
the  ancient  possessors  of  Dunvegan,  and  after- 
wards acquired  bj  conquest  as  much  land  as 
he  had  got  bj  marriage.  He  surpassed  the  house 
of  Austria;  for  he  waafelix  both  bdlagerere 
ct  nubere.*  John  Bred*  Madeod,  the  grand- 
father of  the  late  laird,  began  to  repair  the  castle, 
or  rather  to  complete  it:  out  he  did  not  live  to 
finish  his  undertaking.  Not  doubting,  however, 
that  he  should  do  it,  he,  like  those  who  have 
had  their  epitaphs  written  before  thej-  died, 
ordered  the  following  inscription,  composed  bj 
the  minister  of  the  parish,  to  be  cut  upon  a 
broad  stone  above  one  of  the  lower  windows, 
where  it  still  reouuns  to  celebrate  what  was 
not  done,  and  to  serve  as  a  memento  of  the 
uncertaintj  of  life,  and  the  presumption  of 
man.^ 

"  Joannes  BCselcod,  Bcganoduni  Doninui,  gratis 
suae  Philarehui  *  Durinetiv,  Haimia,  Vatarnesia, 
&c.  Daro :  D.  Flont  Bfaedonald  matrimoniali  vin- 
culo conjugptut,  turrem  bane  BcgaDodunensem, 
proavorum  habitaeulum  long*  vctuitiisimum, 
diu  penitus  laberectatam.  Anno  mtm  vulgaris 
MDCLXXXVI  inataunvit 

**  Quem  stabilire  juvat  prosvonun  teeta  vetusta, 
Oinne  tcelut  fugiat,  justitismque  colat 
Vertit  in  aerias  turres  magslia  virtus, 
Inqua  eaaas  humiles  tecta  superba  nafitt.** 

Macleod  and  Talisker  arcompanied  us.  We 
pasMcd  hj  the  parish  church  of  Durinish.  The 
churchyard  is  not  enclosed,  but  a  pretty  mur- 
muring brook  runs  along  one  side  of  it.  Li  it 
is  a  pjramid  erected  to  3ie  memorj  of  Thomas 
Lord  Lovat,  by  his  son  Lord  Simon,  who  su^ 


t  DrniT^tan  Ctttle  U  aaoanted  with  real  caaaoo;  not 
unnccMMfilf ,  for  iu  lUiMtlmi  mltlit  CKpoM  it  la  var  tiaM 
10  b«  plunderad  bv  privatocrt.  —  WALTta  Soorr. 

*  Tnli  is  an  alltuion  lo  a  cal«brM«d  aptsram,  m  aptlj 

?uot6d   bjr  tlia   laU   Mr.  Whltbrnd.  In  a  tpMch  la  ttia 
louM  of  Commoni  (9Ch  March.  ISIO).   In  allusion  to  tba 
narrufs  of  tbo  ArcbducbMt  Maria  Louiia  wllh  Biwi 
parta:— 

**  Bella  aerant  all! ;  tu,  fciiz  Aaitria,  nuba : 
Qua  dac  Mart  aliii,  daC  Ubl  rasua  vrotti.**-.CBOKaa. 

>  Brttk "  tftUtd^  rneam  naritcd  with  tha  imall-pox.  — 
CaoKia. 

4  It  It  now  flnlthrd.  though  not  on  m  lolly  a  aealaa 
orlelnilly  datlfnad.'CBoaaa.  IS3I. 

»  rhU  •hould  bata  been  Pkpimrekmi.  Marl0Od*t 
nin  la  Enf  lUh,  **  /^ord  «/  Ihmwtgmm,  Ckir/  af  Mr 
iianm  nf  DmHmiA,  UmrrU,  Watenuur  ftc —  Caoaaa 

c  **  Thit  pjramld  wm  cracslad  bjr  Simon  Locd  Prasi 
Lovat,  III  honour  of  Lord  ThooMt  bit  fhthar.  a  parr  of  Seol- 
laad«  and  ahlaf  of  tka  rati  and  aadMi  alaa  Off  tha  FlaMra. 


titlaa 

GfaM, 

".of 


It 


fered  on  Tower  HUL  It  is  of  ficcstom,  and, 
I  sufipoee,  about  thirij  feet  high.  There  is  an 
insenptkm  on  a  piece  of  white  marble  inserted 
in  it,  which  I  suspect  to  have  been  the  com- 
position of  Lord  Lovat  himself,  being  mvdk  in 
nis  pompous  stjle. 

I  nave  preserved  this  inscription  *,  tJbough  of 
no  great  value,  thinking  it  dMractensticafof  a 
man  who  has  made  some  noise  in  iht  world. 
Dr.  Johnson  said,  it  was  poor  stvfl^  each  as 
Lord  Lovat*s  bntler  might  nave  written. 

I  observed,  in  this  cnurdi jatd,  a  parcel  of 
people  assembled  at  a  fiineral,  before  tbe  ^ve 
was  dug.  The  ooflhi,  with  the  oorpee  in  it, 
was  pl^ed  on  the  gnmnd,  while  people  altcr- 
natenr  assisted  in  making  a  grave.  One  man* 
at  a  tittle  distance,  was  busv  euttin|(  n  lonp 
turf  for  it,  with  the  crooked  spade  *  which  is 
used  in  Skj;  a  verv  awkward 
The  iron  part  of  it  is  like  a  fdooali-eoalier 
has  a  rude  tree  fiyr  a  handle,  in  wnich  nwtM 
pin  is  placed  for  the  foot  to  press  upon 
traveller  might,  without  further  inquiry, 
set  this  down  as  the  mode  of  buxTing  in  Skv. 
I  was  told,  however,  that  the  ntaal  wnj  ia  to 
have  a  grave  previous!  v  due. 

I  observed  to-daj,  thai  &e  common  wnj  of 
carrying  home  their  grain  here  is  in  londa  on 
horsebi^.  The/ have  also  a  few  sleds,  or  ova, 
as  we  call  them  in  A jrshire,  dmmXj  made, 
and  rarel J  used. 

We  got  to  Ulinish  about  six  o'clock,  and 
found  a  verj  good  farm-house,  of  two 
Mr.  Macleod  of  UUnish,  the 
of  the  island,  was  a  plain  honest 
good  dcnl  like  an  English  justice 
much  given  to  talk,  but  sufficientlj  _ 
and  somewhat  drolL  His  danghter,  tkova^ 
was  never  out  of  Skj,  was  a  very  wc^^srd 
woman.  Our  revernid  fHend,  Mr.  Donnid 
MKiueen,  kept  his  appointment,  and  ^«t  na 
here. 

Talking  of  Fhipps*s  vojage  to  Ike  KortL 
Pole,  Dr.  Johnson  observed,  that  it  wan  ^  oon- 
jectured  that  our  former  navigators  haw  kcfva 
too  near  land,  and  so  have  (bund  the  sen  fronw  o 
far  north,  because  the  land  hinders  tbe  fire 
motion  of  the  tide ;  but,  in  the  wide 
where  the  waves  tumble  at  their  lull 


Bainf  attaakfd  for  hit  Mrthrifht  bf  Iha 

thro  In  povrr  and  favour  with  Kiof  WilUaBj 

valour  and  Sdditr  of  hU  clan,  and  th«  aHlti 

balls,  tha  old  frioids  and  aliiat  of  his  i^ 

Mrthrlcht  with  such 

Taloor  and  aoUTltj,  that  ha  was  an  h 

a  good  pattam  to  all  bravo  chlalb  of 

monih  of  Maf .  ISBS,  in  tha  siatf -third 

Dunvafan,  tha  honsa  of  tha  Lslid  of  ~~ 

ha  had  marriad  t  bf  wbooi  ho  hai 

Pnaar.  and  savcral  othar  rhildran.    And, 

ha  bora  to  tha  fknllv  of  Macleod.  ha  dMlroi 

naar  his  wifr's  rolaaona,ia  tha  plaea  »l 

undas  lajr.    And  hia  son  Lord  Blinen.  Id 

his  grrat  aflbetfao  far  kla  mothar's 

laads,  chooaas  ralhar  tolaava  his  farhsr^ 

than  carry  than  lo 


bat  tiha  thto  (if 
Ma  la  Iraland,  but 


r 


£t.GL 


B08WELUS  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


345 


flicnoe^itii  bugined  that  the  frost  does  not 
Uke  effect" 

IMvdlqr,  8ipL  22.  —  In  the  morning  I 

waiked  oat,  and  saw  a  ship,  the  Margaret  of 

Cljde,  psH  hj  with  a  nnmber  of  emigrants  on 

boird.    It  was  a  melancholy  nght.     After 

breakftsti  we  went  to  see  what  was  called  a 

nbtemnsoos  house,  about  a  mile  off   It  was 

opoo  die  side  of  a  rising  ground.    It  was  dis- 

coveied  bj  a  fox*s  ha^mg  taken  up  his  abode 

m  it,  ind  m  chasing  him,  thejr  dug  into  it.    It 

WM  TSTf  nsiTow  and  low,  and  seemed  about 

iortj  fiset  in  length.    Near  it,  we  found  the 

foondtdons  of  several  small  huts,  bmlt  of  stone. 

Jtfr.  M'QBeeo,  iHio  is  always  for  making  every 

tUn|tsaiiaent  aa  possible,  boasted  that  it  was 

the  dvetting  of  some  of  the  first  inhabitants  of 

(lie  Usad,  and  observed,  what  a  curiosity  it 

fit  to  fiad  here  a  specimen  of  the  houses  of 

tbe  §horigm$,  whicn  he  believed  could  be 

iooadaovhereelae;  and  it  was  plain  that  th&ir 

iired  without  fire.     Dr.  Johnson  remarked, 

Aat  thn  who  made  this  were  not  in  the  rudest 

Aite;  lor  that  it  was  more  difficult  to  make  if 

tbiatohaildahoase;  therefore  certainly  those 

vho  Bsde  it  were  in  possession  of  houses,  and 

hid  this  only  as  a  hi£ng-place.    It  appeared 

tone,  that  the  vestiges  or  houses  just  by  it 

taaSnatd  Dr.  Johnson's  opinion. 

From  aa  old  tower,  near  this  place,  is  an 
otcanre  view  of  Loch-Braccadaie,  and,  at  a 
((«UBoe,of  the  isles  of  Barra  and  South  Uist ; 
u4  on  the  land-side,  the  Cnillin  *,  a  prodigious 
"■we  of  mountains,  capped  with  rocky  pin- 
Bwi  in  a  strange  variety  of  shi^.  They 
i^tKnUe  the  mountains  near  Cort^  in  Corsica, 
fd  whkh  there  is  a  very  good  print  They 
nake  pert  of  a  great  range  for  deer,  which, 
i^Mich  entirely  devoid  of  trees,  is  in  these 
CMutriss  called  a/ore«f. 

la  the  afternoon,  Ulmuk  carried  us  in  his 
bmt  to  an  island  possessed  by  him,  where  we 
ttvta  immense  cave,  much  more  deserving 
<^  title  of  aatfrvm  umnoas  than  that  of  the 
^  described  by  Virgil,  which  I  likewise  have 
vwted.  It  is  one  hundred  and  eighty  feet  long, 
•^thirty  feet  broad,  and  at  least  thirty  feet 
^  This  cavei  we  were  told,  had  a  remark- 


of  Skf  tak0  thtlr  nasM 

The  Dane  to  prooounce4 

Clwt  Bm««II  aowhcra  mtntloM  MaC' 

two  or  Ibrat  InoMaia  itaekt  of  rock,  lika 

Ilia  of  Wifhl ;  and  tiaeteotTi  JMalnf . 

Sarira  tbair  nana  froai  Itaair  alavatid, 

Capa.'WAtna  Soorr. 

not  ^la  aeoirata  In  bto  amnaanitioa. 


arrola.  aa  ha  Mff,  Mvaral  plaji. 

lai  **  a  man  who  narar  Bsada  a  bad 

**    BosWj  ibo  aaeaod,  and  Llooal, 

•at  kaovB  aa  aothora.    Cbarlaa.  tha 

B  tto  aMaaaatot  of  Baotlar,  and  wrota  a  eamadj : 

iablM>l.wMlWUainvliar  of  Swift  andMand 

Co  hia  opinion  thai  Johnson  ax- 

froa  Lord  ChaatariMd,  eootrasli 

aC  Lord  Orrory,  and  mmm  to  baHera 

'OM  JahflMO  mmm  klndaaM  of  tbb 

aa  ke  wtrnU  tear  4tmt  if  ktwert 


able  echo ;  but  we  found  none.  They^  said  it 
was  owinff  to  the  great  rains  having  made  it 
damp.  Such  are  the  excuses  by  which  the 
exaggeration  of  Hisfaland  narratives  is  pal- 
liatM.  There  is  a^entiful  garden  at  Ulinbh 
(a  great  rarity  in  Skv),  and  several  trees ;  and 
near  tiie  house  is  a  hiU,  which  has  an  Erse  name, 
ying  •«  the  hill  of  strife,**  where,  Mr. 


signif 
M«Qu 


OB  tha  Sth  or  ICaf  .  I7S8,  and 
IhaSriiorKor.MlovInt*   **Uaf. 


.*Queen  informed  us,  justice  was  of  old  ad- 
ministered. ItisliketheiiiOR«^)£acifo'of  Scone, 
or  those  hills  which  are  called  2avf,  such  as 
Kelly  hw^  North-Berwidc  laao,  and  several 
others.  It  is  singular  that  this  spot  should 
luuppen  now  to  be  the  sheriff's  residence. 

We  had  a  very  cheerful  evening,  and  Dr. 
Johnson  talked  a  gjood  deal  on  the  subject  of 
literature.  Speaking  of  the  noble  foimly  of 
Boyle,  he  said,  that  3l  the  Lord  Orrerys,  till 
the  present,  had  been  writers.  The  first  wrote 
sevml  pUvs;  the  second*  was  Bentley's  an- 
tagonist,*  the  third  wrote  the  Life  of  Swift, 
9M  several  other  things;  his  son  Hamilton 
wrote  some  papers  in  the  Adventurer  and 
World.  He  told  us  he  was  well  acquainted 
wiUk  Swift's  Lord  Orrery.  He  said  he  was  a 
feeble-minded  man:  that,  on  the  publication 
of  Dr.  Delany's  Remarks  on  his  book,  he  was 
so  much  alarmed  that  he  was  afirmd  to  read 
them.  Dr.  Johnson  comforted  him,  by  telling 
him  they  were  both  in  the  right ;  that  Delany 
had  seen  most  of  the  good  side  of  Swift,  — 
Lord  Orrery  most  of  the  bad.  Madeod  asked, 
if  it  was  not  wrong  in  Orrery  to  expose  the 
defects  of  a  man  with  whom  he  lived  in  in- 
timacy. Joiiiisov.  ^  Why  no,  Sir,  after  the 
man  is  dead ;  for  then  it  is  done  historicaUy.*" 
He  added,  ^  If  Lord  Orrery  had  been  rich,  he 
would  have  been  a  very  liberal  patron.'  His 
conversation  was  like  his  writinss,  neat  and 
el^ant,  but  without  strength.  He  grasped  at 
more  than  his  abilities  could  reach;  tned  to 
pass  for  a  better  talker,  a  better  writer,  and  a 
Detter  thinker  than  he  was.  There  was  a 
quarrel  between  him  and  his  father,  in  which 
his  father  was  to  blame ;  because  it  arose  from 
the  8on*s  not  allowing  hu  wife  to  keep  company 
with  his  father's  mistress.  The  old  lord  showed 
his  resentment  in  his  will^  leaving  his  library 

Inr***  Oft  tha  taitator,  **  navar  obtarfad  that  taj  mo  hath 
ahowad  noeh  taito  or  Inclination,  altbcr  for  the  antertaln- 
vant  or  knovladfa  which  atiidf  and  laamlng  afford,  I  fl?o 
and  baqnaath  all  mj  books  and  nathamatical  Initrumaata 
(axeapt  nqr  Jonmala  of  tha  Houaa  of  Loidf .  and  aaeept  tboM 
teoka  and  InitranaoU  which,  at  tha  tlma  of  mj  daaih,  thail 
ba  in  and  balooglnf  to  ■/  houaca  at  Ifariton  and  Brltwall) 
to  Chrtotehoreh  Collaga,  in  Oxford,  ac:  my  lald  •oo.wkbin 
two  vaara  nast  alter  my  daooaia»  taklns  thaiamit,  and  which 
I  do  aare^  giva  htan  for  bla  aola  oaa  and  baoafit,  such  books 
rafadlnr  to  tha  Bngllsh  constitution  and  parliamentary 
aflkin,  as  ha  shaU  think  St  to  asako  choica  of.'*  Tbo 
qoarral,  howavar.  was  probablf  isada  up,  as  Karl  John  la 
raprssantad  as  bdng  amcaasifalf  trtorcd  by  tha  daath  of  his 
fother,  and  ha  hlmsalf.  In  an  alfcrflonata  oopy  of  1 1 
that  loss,  taya* 


•• 


*- 1  waap  a  Alirr,  hot  rira  lost  a/HradL 

And  Thaohald  poMlshad  a  paatlcal  aplstla  of  coodoianca  to 
tha  yonag  lord  on  that  saaaa  occasion,  la  taroM  which  would 
hava  faaao  too  siMlnsly  rldlcnhMia  If  ho  h« 
■a  with  his  tethar.— Csoua. 
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fh>m  his  son,  and  aasigiuD^,  aa  bis  reason)  that 
he  could  not  make  use  of  it** 

I  mentioned  the  affectation  of  Orrery,  in 
ending  all  his  letters  on  the  Life  of  Swifl  in 
studi^  Tarietiea  of  phrase,  and  never  in  the 
common  mode  of  '*  I  am,**  &c. — an  obsenration 
which  I  remember  to  have  been  made  several 
jears  ago  by  old  Mr.  Sheridan.  This  species 
of  affectation  in  writing,  as  a  foreign  lady  of 
distinguished  talents  onee  remarked  to  me,  is 
almost  peculiar  to  the  Enplidi.  I  took  up  a 
▼oittme  of  Drydeoi  containmg  tbe  Conquest  of 
Granada,  and  aeveral  other  plays,  of  which  all 
the  dedications  had  sadi  studied  conclusions. 
Dr,  Johnson  said,  such  eonclusions  were  more 
elegant,  and,  in  addressing  persons  of  htth  rank 
(as  when  Dryden  dedicated  to  the  Duke  of 
Xork),  they  were  likewise  more  respectfuL  I 
agned  that  there  it  was  muob  better :  it  was 
making  his  esci^  from  the  royal  presence  with 
n  genteel  sudden  timidity,  in  pbwe  of  bnvinK 
the  reaolufcion  to  stand  atiU,  and  make  aformid 
bow. 

Lord  Orrery*8  unkind  treatment  of  bis  son 
in  his  will  led  us  to  talk  of  the  dispositions  a 
man  should  have  when  dying.  I  said,  I  did 
not  see  why  a  man  should  act  diffiarently  with 
zeapeet  to  tiiese  of  whom  he  thought  ill  when 
in  heakh,  merelv  became  he  was  dying.  Jobv- 
«0H.  "  I  should  not  scruple  to  speak  against  a 
party,  when  dying ;  but  should  not  do  it  against 
.an  mdividuaL  It  is  told  of  Siztus  Quintus, 
that  on  his  deatiibed,  in  the  intervals  ef  his  last 
pangs,  he  signed  death-warrants.'*  Mr.MH^ueen 
said,  he  should  not  do  so ;  he  would  have  more 
tenderness  of  heart.  Joansoir.  ^  I  believe  I 
•honld  not  either ;  but  Mr.  M'Queen  andl are 
cowarda.  It  wevld  not  be  from  tenderness  of 
heart;  lor  Ae  heart  is  as  tender  when  e  man 
is  in  health  as  when  he  is  sick,  though  his  reso- 
iutian  may  be  stronger.  Sixtos  Quintus  was 
n  sovereign  as  wdl  as  e  priest ;  and,  if  the  cri- 
minals deserved  death,  be  was  doing  his  duty 
to  the  last  You  would  not  think  a  judge  (£ued 
iU,  who  should  be  carried  off  by  an  spofdecUc 
fit  while  pronouncing  sentence  of  deatn.  Con- 
nder  a  diass  of  men  whose  business  it  is  to  dis- 
tribute death :  —  soldiers,  who  dra  scattering 
bullets.  Nobody  thinks  they  die  iU  on  that 
account.** 

Talking  of  biography,  he  said,  he  did  not 
think  that  the  life  of  uy  litersry  man  in  Eng- 
land had  been  well  written.  Beside  the  com- 
mon incidents  of  life,  it  should  tell  us  his 
studies,  his  mode  of  living,  the  means  b v  which 
he  attmned  to  excellence,  and  his  opmion  of 
his  own  works.  He  told  us  he  had  sent  Derrick 


I  This  droll  quouiloo.  t  have  itiKc  found,  wai  from  a 
tonf  In  honour  o(  ibe  Barl  of  Eimx,  called  "  Qmeen  Eliu^ 
briM'a  Cknmpkm*  which  b  proMrved  in  a  collection  of  Old 
BalUdi,  In  Uiree  Tolamei.  iMibHihed  In  London  hi  dllTerent 
year*,  between  1790  and  17S0.  The  IteU  vene  ia  at  foUowi  '.^ 

**  Oh  I  Uwn  bevpoke  the  prenttofe  all, 
Uvint  In  London,  both  proper  and  tall. 
In  a  kind  letter  eeot  itnifht  to  the  queai. 
For  Baeax*!  aaka  th^  would  fight  ail. 


to  I>ryden*8  relationB,  to  gather  materials  for 
his  life ;  and  he  believed  Derrick  had  got  ail 
that  he  himself  should  have  got ;  but  ii  was 
nothins.  He  added,  be  had  a  kindiicaa  fnr 
DerritSK,  and  wassonry  he  was  dead. 

His  notion  aa  to  the  poems  published  by  Mr. 
M^Fherson,  aa  the  works  of  Qniaii,  was  not 
shaken  bere.  Mr.  MK^ueen  alwayaevaded  tie 
point  of  authenticity,  saying  only  thai  Jlr. 
M'Pherson's  pieoea  fell  ftr  shost  of  those  k« 
knew  in  Eree,  which  were  aaid  to  be  OaaiaD  V 
JoHMaoH.  ^  I  hope  ihey  do.  I  am  not  dis- 
puting that  you  may  have  poetiy  of  gveaft  Bcru; 
but  that  Mcpherson's  is  not  a  tnnwtiaB  Iruu 
ancient  poetry.  Ton  do  not  beiiewe  it.  Imy 
before  you,  yon  do  not  believe  it,  ikaaA  you 
are  yetj  willing  that  die  worid  sboold  belieTe 
it.**  lur.  McQueen  made  no  answer  en  thi5. 
Dr.  Johnson  prooeeded:  ^IleoknpesiM^Fbo'- 
son*sfingal  to  be  as  groas  an  impoaitioB  as 
ever  the  world  was  troubled  with.  Had  it 
been  really  an  ancient  work,  a  tme  apflrtiani 
how  men  uonght  at  that  time,  it  wadd  bare 
been  a  curioaity  of  the  first  rate.   Aa  aaaodrm 

id 


production,  it  is  nothing.*'  He 
never  get  the  meaning  of  an  Erse 
plained  to  him.  They  told  him  tbe « 
generally  muneaning.  **!  take  it,' 
**  Erse  songs  are  like  a  soogwluok  1 1 
it  was  coanmoeed  in  Queen  £lliaBbeCh*a 
oi  or  Eases; 


be. 


oo 


theEari 


and  the  bordMn  wa 


*  Badaiatoo,  ndanUc»  ladan,  udara  taadoi*,*  * 

<'But  surely,"*  said  Mr.  McQueen,  *'thei«  w^r' 
words  to  It  which  had  meaning.*    Jobii»o» 
"  Wbv,  yes,  Sir ;  I  recollect  a  stansai  and  y  ■. .. 
shall  nave  it :  — 

<  Oh  1  then  bccpokc  the  prentieet  sD, 
Liring  in  London,  both  fwoper  and  tdl. 
For  EsKx*!  sake  tiwy  wooM  fight  alL 
Radantoo,  Fsdarstc,  radars,  tndaia^ 


When  Mr.  M*Qneen  began 
on  the  beauty  of  Oasian*s  poetry,  ]>r.  wouai-t 
entered  into  no  fiurther  eontrotversy,  bat  wr.^ 
a  pleasant  smile,  only  cned,  ^  Ay,  ey ; 
raioOi  rodanUe,^ 

Thursday,  Sept.  23.  ~  I  took  Fu^ 
to  the  parlour  m  the  morning,  and  tried  a  ti  >; 
proposed  by  Mr.  Boderick  Marieod,  eon  t. 
UlinUh.    Mr.  McQueen  had  said  be  bad 
of  the  poem  in  the  originaL    I  deaured  bim 
mention  any  passage  in  the  printed  book, 
which  he  could  repeat  the  origmaL  He  petntt.- 
out  one  in  page  50.  of  the  ouarto  editaoo, 
read  the  fine,  while  Mr.  Boderick 


Badarer  tooitaiidaro  ta, 
Raderar,  taadnrer,  tan  do  re.**  —  1 


Thaoldhaltaid 
collectkm  of  hletorkal 
to  Percy*!  ReHenee, 
WllUam  Jnlhu  Miekia,  vba  1 
tk>ns  of  the  hemic  hallade  oThb 


«»  vvaat  .^ 
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and  I  looked  on  the  EnsIiBb ;  and  Mr.Macleod 
flud  that  rt  was  pretty  Bke  what  Mr.  McQueen 
had  recited.  But  when  Mr.  McQueen  read  a 
description  of  Cncfaiillin*s  aword  in  Erse,  to- 
gether with  a  trandation  of  it  in  English  Terse, 
bj  Sir  Jamea  FonKs,  Mr.  Macleod  said,  that 
was  much  more  Vke  than  Mr.  M^Pherson^s 
tnmslation  of  the  former  passage.  Mr.MKineen 
then  repeated  in  Erse  a  description  of  one  of 
the  horses  in  Cuchnllin^s  car.  Mr.  Madcod 
said,  Mr.  M'Pherson's  English  was  nothing  like 
it 

When  Dr.  Johnson  came  down,  I  told  htm 
that  I  had  now  obtained  some  evidence  con* 
oeming  i^igal ;  ibr  that  Mr.  McQueen  had 
repeated  a  passage  in  the  original  Erse,  which 
Mr.  M*Fher9on*8  translation  was  prettjr  like ' ; 
and  reminded  him  that  he  himself  had  once 
said,  he  did  not  require  Mr.M*Pher8on*s  Ossian 
to  be  more  like  the  original  than  Pope's  Homer. 
JoHHBoir.  "  Well,  Sir,  this  is  jnst  what  I  al- 
waji  maintained.  He  has  fonnd  names,  and 
stories  and  phrases,  nay  passfu;e8  in  old  songs, 
and  with  them  has  blended  his  own  compo- 
sidons,  and  ao  made  what  he  gives  to  the  world 
as  the  translation  of  an  ancient  poem.'*  *  If 
this  was  the  caae,  I  observed,  it  was  wrong  to 
pnbliah  it  as  a  poem  in  six  books.  Johnsoit. 
''Tea,  Sir ;  ana  to  ascribe  it  to  a  time  too  when 
the  Highlanders  knew  nothing  of  dooA*,  and 
nothing  of  air;  or  perhaps  were  got  the  length 
of  Qoontinff  six.  We  have  been  told,  by  Con- 
damine,  of  a  nation  that  could  count  no  more 
than  four.  Tlus  should  be  told  to  Monboddo; 
It  would  help  bim.  There  is  as  much  charity 
m  helmng  a  man  down-hill,  as  in  helping  him 
np-hiU."  Boswsix.  ^  I  don*t  think  there  is 
as  much  charity.**  Johhson.  '*  Yes,  Sir,  if  his 
tendency  be  downwards.  Till  he  is  at  the  \xft- 
tom,  he  flounders ;  get  him  once  there,  and  he 
is  ^iet  Swift  tells,  that  Stella  had  a  trick, 
which  she  learned  from  Addison,  of  encouraging 
a  man  in  absurdity,  instead  of  endeavouring  to 
extricate  him.** ' 

Mr.  MKiueen*s  answers  to  the  inquiries  con- 
oemiDg  Qauan  were  so  unsatisfactory,  that  I 


Mr.  Boiwrtt  acenw  to  have  raported  but  half  the  wi* 
teee  to  Dr.  Johmno.    Mm  Mill  him  of  the  pMMm  which 


VM  tumJUug  Uke  M*Phenon*t  verilon ;  bat  b«  doaa  not 
'  to  have  DottoMl  the  ochar,  which  wai  ffOlMv  Itte  it.-. 


ippMri 
CaoKn 


'  This  ■eooont  of  Oiilan'S PoaiM, m  pubUahad  by  M'Pbar- 
Mm,  t»  tlMt  at  wlileh  mort  nrnlMa  people  have  arrived, 
ti^-vgh  then  imnr  be  aoaie  diflbrenee  between  the  plot  and 
aiotu  oftlie  aacient  ingvcdienu  employed  bj  the  tnuialaior. 
— WiLisn  800TT.  I  thlnlc  we  niajnow  vcntara  to  pro- 
BOttioe  them  to  be  altogtUier  fidirleatioQa.  So  much  keen 
*Dd  iateUlfcnt  iaqviry  aa  baa  been  made,  couU  not  have 
faiUd  to  diaeover  some  di^eeti  wumtrm  poelm,  had  auch  ex- 
htcd,-.Uie  Ihigmenu  oT  Brae  pneby  that  have  been  Cound 
waeonteiDptible  aa  compared  with  Onian.  —  iiaoBui. 

'  **¥nwn  the  Mw  any  of  ttie  company  very  warm  in  a 
vnMg  opinion,  ahe  waa  more  inclined  to  confirm  them  In  it 
tfaao mDw tliea.  The  axcuie  tlse  gave  was,  'that  It  pre- 
y<"*w  nohe,  and  mved  time.*  Yet  I  have  known  her  very 
*nsty  with  aaaae^  whom  ahe  mneb  eateened,  for  tomptimes 
blfingieto  thM  inSnnity.*'— Swirr'a  Ckoraetgr  qf  SUUa. 

—  WeiOHT. 

*  1 1btaik  it  bat  Juaticc  to  lay,  that  i  believe  Dr.  Johnson 
iBMOt  toaaeribe  Mr.  M*Quevn*a  conduet  to  inaccuracy  and 
emhMlMni,  and  did  not  mean  any  aevere  imputation  a^tintt 


could  not  help  observing,  that,  were  he  ex- 
amined in  a  court  of  justice,  he  would  find 
himself  under  a  necessity  of  being  more  explicit. 
JoHNSoK.  **  Sir,  he  has  told  Blair  a  little  too 
much,  which  is  published ;  and  he  sticks  to  it. 
He  is  so  much  at  the  head  of  things  here,  that 
he  has  never  been  accustomed  to  be  closely 
examined ;  and  so  he  goes  on  quite  smoothly.** 
BoswEix.  "He  has  never  had  any  body  to 
work  him.**  Johnson.  ^  No,  Sir ;  and  a  man 
is  seldom  diapesed  to  work  himself  thoueh 
he  ought  to  work  himself,  to  be  sure.**  Mr. 
McQueen  made  no  r^ly.^ 

Having  talked  of  tiie  strictness  with  which 
witnesses  are  examined  in  courts  of  juaticey 
Dr.  Johnson  tbid  us,  that  Gasrick,  though  ac- 
customed to  face  multitodes,  when  produced 
as  a  witness  in  Westminster  Hall,  waa  ao  dis- 
concerted by  a  new  mode  <^  public  i^ypearance, 
that  he  could  not  understand  what  was  asked. 
It  was  a  cause  where  an  actor  claimed  a  firee 
benefit,  that  is  to  say,  a  benefit  without  paying 
the  expense  of  the  house ;  but  the  meaning  m 
the  term  was  di^pfOted.  Gazriok  was  asked, 
•"Sir,  have  you  a  ft«e  benefit?*'  Tos." 
**  Upon  what  terms  have  you  it  ?  "  ^  Upon  — 
the  terms — of — a  free  benefit.*'  Hewaadia- 
missed  as  one  firom  whom  no  infennaliioii  ocnM 
be  obtained.  Dr.  Johnson  is  often  too  hari 
on  our  friend  Mr.Gkurrick.  When  I  adced  hhn, 
why  he  did  not  mention  him  in  the  Fvaftoe  to 
his  Shakspeare,  he  said,  **  Gamck  haa  been 
liberally  paid  fbr  any  thing  he  has  done  for 
Shakspeare.  If  I  should  praise  him,  I  ahooU 
much  more  praise  the  nailBoa  who  paid  hioa. 
He  has  not  made  Shakspeare  better  oioim^.; 
he  cannot  illustrate  Shakapeare :  so  I  have 
reasons  enough  against  mentJoning  him, 
reasons  neoessary.  Tlieve  should  be 
for  it*'  I  spoke  of  Mrs.  M<mtagu*s  very  hia^ 
prauea  of  (xarrick.  Jojnraoir.  ^*Sir,  itisst 
she  should  say  so  much,  and  I  should  say  no- 
thing. Beholds  is  fond  of  her  book,  and  I 
wonder  at  it ;  for  ndther  I,  nor  Beauderk,  nor 
Mis.  Thrale,  could  get  through  it* 


'  It  hai  been  triumphantly  aaked,  **  Had  not  the  plays  of 
Shakspeare  hdn  dormant  fbr  many  years  before  the  appfar- 
anceoTMr.  Garrick?  Did  he  not  exhibit  the  most  excel- 
lent  of  them  frequently  for  thirty  years  toscther,  and  render 
them  extremely  popular  by  h«  own  inimitabla  perform- 
ance ?  **  He  undoulitBdly  did.  But  Dr.  Johnson's  assertion 
liaa  been  misunderstood.  Knowing  as  well  aa  the  ohlactors 
what  haa  been  Just  stated,  he  most  necessarily  luiTe  meant, 
that  **  Mr.  Garrick  did  not,  as  a  critic,  make  Shakspeare 
better  known  j  he  did  not  iUuatrata  any  one  passage  In  any  of 
ids  plays  by  acutenets  of  disquisition,  or  sagacity  of  coetlec- 
ture  :'^and  what  baa  been  done  with  any  degree  of  excellence 
In  that  wa/,  was  the  proper  and  immediate  subject  of  hia 

Eralhce.  1  may  add  in  siipportof  this  explanation  thefol- 
>wlng  anecdote,  related  to  me  by  one  of  the  ablest  commra- 
tators  on  Shakspeare,  who  knew  much  of  Dr.  Johnson : 
"  Now  1  have  quitted  the  theatre,**  cries  Garrick,  "  I  will  sit 
down  and  read  Shakspeare."  "  *Tis  time  you  should,'*  ex- 
claimed Johnson,  "  for  I  much  doubt  if  you  ever  examined 
one  of  his  plays,  from  the  first  scene  to  the  last.**.*- 

BOSWBLL. 

*  No  man  has  less  inclination  to  controversy  than  1  have, 
particularly  with  a  lady.  But  as  I  have  claimed,  and  am  con- 
acioua  of  bring  entitled  to,  credit  for  the  strictest  lldelt^, 
my  reapect  for  the  public  obliges  me  to  take  notice  of  an  ia- 
sfaiuatlon  wUcb  tanda  to  fanpaich  it.   Iln.  Piotti  (lata  llcp. 
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UHmiak.  —  TammUg.  —  Bmieken.  ~~  Lmndng  ofiht 
SeoiM.  —  Ship  worm  tkam  JaiL'^  PtUr  ths  Grtat, 
^•*Idttnd  Ita.'*^ToH$k»r.  —SeoUiMk  Oergy.  — 
Fremeh  HmUimg.—CmekiUiM*9  WdL-'Taung  CoL 
Birck.^  Pisrtp,  —  •  Evny  idand  it  a  Prwm,"^ 
Corriehaiaehin. — Good  FtSowhip — and  Htad^ 
oekg.  —  KingthwrgVo  Song.  ^-  Ladg  Murgaroi 
MmedomaU.-^  7%roihimgamd  Tkaiddng. -^ PHet 
of  Labour,  — >  (hUg*  ^~  Skenaiomt.  —  Hammond, 
—  Sir  C,  ff,  WiUiamM,  —  Bwko,  —  Foang,  ^ 
J)oddndge'g  MoUo,^*'  Adondaru  rf a  Gmimoa,*' 
^^ArmiAdt,  Gumam  Cwtrti.— Gold§mith*i  Loot 
ofTalk.^SLKada. 

Last  night  Dr.  Johnson  ptve  ns  an  account  of 
the  whole  process  of  tanning,  and  of  the  nature 
of  milk,  and  the  various  operations  upon  it,  as 
making  whejr,  &c.  His  Tsriety  of  inronnation 
is  surprinne ' ;  and  it  gives  one  much  satis- 
fhetion  to  find  such  a  man  bestowing  his  at- 
tention on  the  useful  arts  of  life.  U&uk  was 
much  struck  with  his  knowledge;  and  said, 
^  He  is  a  great  orator.  Sir ;  it  is  music  to  hear 
this  man  speak.**  A  strange  thought  struck 
me,  to  trj  if  he  knew  any  thinc^  of  an  art,  or 
whatever  it  should  be  caUed,  which  is  no  doubt 
verjr  useful  in  life,  but  which  lies  far  out  of  the 
way  of  a  philosopher  and  poet ;  I  mean  the 
trade  of  a  butcher.  I  enticed  him  into  the 
subject,  bj  connecting  it  with  the  various  re- 
searches into  the  manners  and  customs  of  un- 
ctvilised  nations,  that  have  been  made  hj  our 


Tlify*).  to  ber  '« AModotM.oT  Dr.  Joluuoa,**  ^ded  the 
-•  •  w^  „  NaplM.  10th  Feb.  17S6. 

**  Miiea  the  fiorefolni  went  to  pren,  heTlnc  teen  a  peMage 
ffhooi  Mr.  Bo«weirs  *'ftMir  to  the  H0brMet,^la  which  it  to 
Mid.  thalicomUnoigtttkrot^Mra.  Momit^t  *  Boay  oo 
Shelupeare,'  I  do  not  driaf  a  moment  to  declare,  that,  on 
the  cooCrafT.  I  luve  alwap  commended  It  mvteir,  and  heard 
it  eommendad  bf  eferyooe  elie ;  and  lev  things  would  give 
me  mora  eonean  than  to  bo  thought  Incapable  of  tasting,  or 
mvllUiiff  to  testify  mj  oplnhm  of  Ita  eseellence.** 

It  to  remarkabK  that  thto  postscript  to  so  expressed,  es  not 
to  point  out  the  person  who  said  that  Mrs.  Thrsle  could  not 
gat  through  Mrs.  Montagu's  book ;  and.  thervfore.  1  think  ii 

neesssarv  to  remind  Mrs.  PloatI,  that  the  essertion 

Ing  her  was  Dr.  JohoMm's,  and  not  mine.  The  se..,^, 
serration  that  I  shall  make  on  thto  postscript  It,  that  It 
not  danr  the  flkct  assarted,  thoueh  I  must  acknowledge,  from 
the  pralae  It  bestows  oo  Mrs.  Montagu's  book.  It  may  hare 
b«en  detlned  to  conTOf  that  meaning. 

What  Mrs.  Thrato's  opinion  to,  or  was,  or  what  she  mar  or 
B«f  not  hare  said  to  Dr.  Johnson  cooeeming  Mrs.  Mon- 
tagu's book,  it  is  not  necessair  for  me  to  Ineuira.  It  Is  only 
Incumbent  on  me  to  ascertain  what  Dr.  Johnson  said  to 
no.  I  shaU  therrfore  confine  myself  to  a  eary  short  state  of 
the  bet. 

The  unfkvourahle  optnkm  of  Mrs.  Montagu's  book,  which 
Or.  Johnson  Is  here  reported  to  hare  giren,  to  known  lo 
hare  been  ihat  which  he  uniformly  evpnased.  as  many  of 
hto  Mends  well  remember.  So  much  for  the  anthentlcitror 
the  paragraph,  as  fkr  as  it  relates  to  hto  own  sentlmenU.  The 
words  containing  the  ■issitlon,  towhich  Mrs.  Plosal  obfeets, 
are  printed  from  my  eMnuserlpt  Journal,  and  were  taken 
down  at  the  time.    The  Journal  was  read  by  Dr.  Johnson, 

Mp    wMOB    1  ODfTCVma«  OOi 

tethepefMTMh  te 


Ob- 


late  navigators  into  the  South  Sess.   I  begn 
with  observing,  that  Mr.  (now  8ir  Jom^) 
Banks  tells  us,  that  the  art  of  slaagfatennt 
animals  was  not  known  in  Otakeite,  for,  inttetd 
of  bleeding  to  death  their  dogs  (a  oommoa  food 
with  them),  thej  strangle  tibem.    This  he  told 
me  himself;  and  I  supposed  that  thnr  hogi 
were  killed  in  the  same  way.     Dr.Johuoo 
said,  **  This  must  be  owing  to  thdr  not  hsTmg 
knives,  though  thejr  have  sharp  stoaei  with 
which  thej  can  cut  a  carcass  in  pieces  tole^ 
ably.**  ^  By  degrees,  he  showed  that  he  ksev 
something  even  of  butchery.    *^  Diffefent  eni- 
pnals,**  said  he,  ^  are  killed  differently.   An  ox 
is  knocked  down,  and  a  calf  stunned ;  but  i 
sheep  has  its  throat  cut,  without  an/  Otinfi 
bein^  done  to  Rtupi^  it.    The  butcheis  bive 
no  view  to  the  ease  of  the  animals,  but  only  to 
make  them  quiet,  for  their  own  safety  and  con- 
venience. A  sheep  can  give  them  litue  troahle. 
Hales  is  of  opinion  that  every  anmial  ihouldbe 
blooded,  witnout  having  any  blow  given  to  it, 
because  it  bleeds  better/*     Boswau.    *'ThMi 
would  be  cruel.**    Johrson.  *^No,Sir;tbm 
is  not  much  pain,  if  the  jugular  vem  be  pro- 
perly cut.**    rursuins  the  subject,  be  nid,  the 
kennels  of  Southwaik  ran  with  blood  two  or 
three  days  in  the  week;  that  he  was  sfniJ 
there  were  slaughter-houses  in  more  stre^  is 
London  than  one  supposes  (speaking  with  § 
kind  of  horror  of  butcnering) ;  '^and  yet,"  br 
added,  **any  of  us  would  kill  a  cow,  rather  ibaa 
not  have  beef.**    I  said  we  ttwU  not    **Tei: 
said  he,  ^any  one  may.     The  bnsines  ot't 
butcher  is  a  trade  indeed,  that  b  to  say,  there 
is  an  apprenticeship  served  to  it ;  bat  it  msj 
be  leamt  m  a  montL** 

I  mentioned  a  dub  in  London,  at  the  6otf*J 
Head  inEastcheap,  the  rerj  tavern'  where 


tioo :  and  what  is  sUll  moe 
sse,  a  considerable  part  of  mj  Journal,  cootammf 
graph,  me*  read  mwrmi  gmrt  ogo  kg  Mn.  TIra 
who  had  It  for  some  time  m  her  poescuslaa,  asid  r 
to  me,  without  Inthnatlnf  that  Dr.  JohMon  had 


Uia 


I 


her  sentiments 

When  the  tret  aditloo  otmfJi 
the  press,  it  occurrsd  to  me,  that  a  pecadi 
neccssanr  to  be  obsarrod  in  lepoftiuf  Che  opiaiee  wi  mt 
literarjr  ladj  conoemlng  the  priHiiwBie  of  mistkir  {  sb<  ■ 
had  sueh  scruples  on  that  hand.  that,  in  ike  pceaT  ihsK  » 
struck  out  the  naase  of  Mrs.  Thmie  tmm  the  si 
graph,  and  two  or  three  bundled  lualts  at  mjr  I 
actually  printed  and  piMlshed  wMmmA  it »  of 
Joshua  Re]molds*s  oevf  Imppaned  lo  bo  oae.  But 
sheet  was  working  off,  a  frtood,  for  whosa  onlaian  I  to** 
great  resptct,  suggaslBd  tlut  I  had  no  i 
Thrale  oTthe  Mgli  honour  which  Dr.  J< 

by  stating  her  oplnieo  aloof  with  that  of  Mr. ^ 

colnckUngwith,  and.as  Itwert.  sanctlo«l^hlftcw«.   Tto 


I 


Morratioo  appaaivd  to  sse  so  weighty  aad  ttmkmttw.  eui 
hastsned  to  the  printing-houae,  end«  aa  n  pisce  of  i  ••<««> 
etored  Mn.  Thralo tothat  plaee  t^am  whkh  a  tm  ■«*- 


place 
nulous  delieacy  had  exdnded  hsrT 
mots  1  shall  nmke  no 


On  tMa  simple 


The  Ikct  of  Mrs.  Pleaars  hariag  sead  hk  .  _ 
ado  no  objection,  complstely  JiMtUhe  Mr.  BesvHl  tii 
throws  some  doubt  eeer  her  own  eetacity.  Tai  a  »  ^ 
ponMt  that  thb  giddy  lady  may  not  Imvw  read  mmn  ^-^ 
of  the  maauacrlat.  Mrs.  Montagu^  Besny  Is  llvHr.  sM  a^ 
long,  and  it  would  have  been  vary  itmmge  tf  Mta.  IVwsf  arf 
mat  bam  aMo  to  reed  it  Ihrm^.    See    Mil,  p.  U^  «• 


Caoum 

1  Wei 
ofleamlogthe 
olbaf  tsMaseo 

>  Not  the  very  tafum  whkh 


1  We  have  eircndy  sean  thst  he  he4  am  «rty  epf 
nalogthedstallsof  the  «st of  taamanib amine 
tsndas  eannacied  with  It.— 
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I  Fakaff  tndliis  joyous  oomptnioiM  met;  the 

■emben  of  which  all   assume  Shakspeare's 

cbaracten.    One  is  Falstaff^  another  Prince 

,  Heiujf  mother  Bardolph,  and  so  on«    Joroi- 

mt,   ""Don't  he  of  it,  Sir.    Now  that  70a 

biTe  a  name,  70a  must  be  careful  to  avoid 

mmf  thjogSi  not  bad  in  themselyes,  but  which 

>  wQl  liasen  jour  character.'    This  ererj  man 

wbo  hai  a  name  must  observe.    A  man  who  is 

BoC  poUicIv  known  may  live  in  London  as  he 

pleues,  witnont  any  notice  being  taken  of  him ; 

bst  it  is  wonderful  how  a  person  of  any  conse- 

qoenoe  is  watched.    There  was  a  member  of 

'  pvliament  *,  who  wanted  to  prepare  himself  to 

ipetk  on  a  question  that  was  to  come  on  in  the 

bouae ;  and  he  and  I  were  to  talk  it  over  to* 

pettier.    He  did  not  wish  it  should  be  known 

that  he  talked  with  me ;  so  he  would  not  let 

ne  come  to  his  house,  but  came  to  mine. 

!MDe  time  after  he  had  made  his  speech  in  the 

.  bodje,  Mrs.  Cholmonddey  ^  a  yery  airy  lady, 

told  me, "  Well,  you  could  make  nothing  of  him  I ' 

Bsaing  the  sentleman ;  which  was  a  nroof  that 

be  was  watched.     I  had  once  some  Dusiness^ 

I  b)  do  for  gOTemment,  and  I  went  to  Lord 

Swh*g,    rrecmatioa  was  taken  that  it  should 

Bot  be  known.    It  was  dark  before  I  went ; 

yet  a  (ew  days  nfVer  I  was  told,  *  Well,  you 

nre  hem  with  Lord  North.'    That  the  door 

I  <*  the  prime  minister  should  be  watched  is  not 

•  Aruge;  but  that  a  member  of  parliament 

•^Id  be  watched  is  wonderful**  * 

We  set  out  thia  morning  on  our  way  to  Ta- 

^<r,  in  iJJmisk*s  boat,  Imving  taken  leave  of 

b.n  tsd  hia  family.    Mr.  Donald  MK^een 

«^  favoured  ua  with  his  company,  for  which 

•f  were  much  obliged  to  him.    As  we  sailed 

txi)*.  Dr.  Johnson  got  into  one  of  his  fits  of 

Tiling  at  the  Boots.    He  owned  that  they  had 

^0  a  very  lesimed  nation  for  a  hundred 

7*^^  fiom  about  IMO  to  about  1650;  but 

t'ui  they  aflbrded  the  only  instance  of  a  people 

ttMog  whom  the  arts  of  civil  life  did  not  ad« 

Woe  ia  proportion  with  learning ;  that  they 

had  hardiv  anj  trade,  any  mone^,  or  any  ele- 

Z*&ce,  before  the  Union ;  that  it  was  strange 

'iist,  with  all  the  advantages  possessed  by 

''(^  nationsi  they  had  not  any  of  those  con- 

*«vicacacs  and  embellishments  which  are  the 

Hot  of  indastrj«  till  they  came  in  contact  with 

«  WfilwMl  people.    '^  we  have  taught  you,** 

>sd  be,  **  and  we*ll  do  the  same  in  time  to  sll 

(ftrbaroua  "^ft^^^^^,  to  the  Cherokees,  and  at 


Irvine  hart  flUlcn  Into  tb* 

CvmmtQMAU,  The  nouM  rrbullt  on  tho 

lign  of  a  AoMT't  kMd  with  tiM  dato 

«tf CaflKn,l846. 

wliy  I  slskl  aoc  hot*  boeo  of  Cbia  dob  with- 

'  ctiMMtiir      BoC  Dr.  Johmon's  caotton 

oao*o  MirconccoMI  In  Uwdon  mar  be  tny 

M  from  dolof  roaoj  tbiagt,  not 

—  lkMiwn.1. 

?  «€  vbon  no  ipmh  ii  pn- 

1  riAlMr  ■upNt.  Mr.  G«vraFd  Hnmthon  ? 

bttl  MAO  polMciil  drallnn,  but  who 

coDiklwablo  •oeeeM  after  hit  flrst 

Of.  I7U.    Soeoatf,  pp.  lO,  lO 


last  to  the  Ouran-Outangs,**  laughing  with  aa 
much  glee  as  if  Monboddo  had  oeen  present. 
BosK'Bix.  ^  We  had  wine  before  the  Union.** 
JoBNSoif.  *^No,  Sir;  you  had  some  weak 
stuff,  the  refuse  of  France,  which  would  not 
make  you  drunk.*'  Boswsll.  ^  I  assure  you> 
Sir,  there  was  a  creat  deal  of  drunkenness.** 
JoHRSon.  ^  No,  Sir ;  there  were  people  who 
died  of  dropsies,  which  they  contracted  in  try- 
inff  to  get  drunk.** 

1  must  here  clean  some  of  his  conversation 
at  ITlinidi,  whi<£  I  have  omitted.  He  repeated 
his  remark,  that  a  man  in  a  ship  was  worse 
than  a  man  in  a  jail.  *'  The  man  in  a  jail,** 
said  he,  **has  more  room,  better  food,  and 
commonly  better  company,  and  is  in  safety.** 
^  Ay ;  but,**  said  Mr.ld^Queen,  '*  the  roan  in 
the  ship  has  the  pleasing  hope  of  getting  to 
shore.**  Johbsok.  *'  Sir,  I  am  not  talking 
of  a  man's  getting  to  shore,  but  of  a  man 
while  he  is  in  a  ship ;  and  then,  I  sa^,  he  is 
worse  than  a  man  while  he  is  in  jail.  A 
man  in  a  jail  may  have  the  ^pUatmg  hope  *  of 
getting  out.  A  man  confined  for  only  a  hmited 
time  actuallv  hoM  it**^  Madeod  mentioned 
his  schemes  ior  carrvin^  on  fisheries  with  spirit, 
and  that  he  would  wish  to  understand  the 
construction  of  boats.  I  suggested  that  he 
might  go  to  a  dock-yard  andwork,  as  Feter 
the  Great  did.  Johhsom.  *^Nay,  Sir,  he 
need  not  work.  Peter  the  Great  mul  not  the 
sense  to  see  that  the  mere  mechanical  work 
may  be  done  by  any  bodj,  and  that  there  is 
the  same  art  in  constructing  a  vessel,  whether 
the  boards  are  well  or  ill  wrought  Sir  Chris- 
topher Wren  might  as  well  have  served  his 
time  to  a  bricklayer,  and  first,  indeed,  to  a 
brickmaker.** 

There  is  a  beautiful  little  island  in  the  Loch 
of  Dunvegan,  called  Isa.  Madeod  said,  ho 
would  give  it  to  Dr.  Johnson,  on  condition  of 
his  residing  on  it  three  months  in  the  year; 
nay  one  month.  Dr.  Johnson  was  hiffhly 
amused  with  the  fancy.  I  have  seen  nim 
please  himself  with  little  things,  even  with 
mere  ideas  like  the  present.  He  talked  a  gi^At 
deal  of  this  island;  how  he  would  buud  a 
house  there  —  how  he  would  fortify  it — how 
he  would  have  cannon  —  how  he  would  plant 
—  how  he  would  sally  out,  and  take  the  Isle 
of  Muck'' ;  and  then  he  laughed  with  uncommon 
glee,  and  could  hardly  leave  off.  I  have  seen 
him  do  so  at  a  small  matter  that  struck  him, 


*  Mrs.  Cholmondoloj  was  a  jounaor  ilttor  of  the  eel^brated 
Marfarat  WoflBnaton.  She  married  tba  Hon.  and  Rev. 
Gcoraa  Cholmoodel«7.  —  Caoaia. 

<  No  doubt  about  one  of  hit  political  pamphlet* ;  probnblj 
tbak  mpeetlng  tbe  Falkland  Islands.  —  CaoRaa. 

*  It  ts  more  probable  that  the  fact  transpired  bjr  some  other 
roeani.  I  do  nnt  believe  that  anjr  such  system  of  waiekhifi 
was  ever  employed  in  Rngland.  —  Caoaaa. 

*  See  M/^,  p.  SOB.,  and  port,  IRth  March,  1776.  -.  C. 
7  When  Buonaparte  Bret  surveyed  his  new  soveretinty  of 

Elba,  he  Ulked  Joiularlv  of  laMa/r  the  little  Island  of  PianoM. 
fto  natural  to  mankind  seoms  to  be  the  desire  of  conquest,    j 
that  It  was  the  flrit  thought  of  tbe  speculative  moralist  as     I 
wall  as  of  the  dethroned  usurper. »  Ckoata. 
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ind  was  a  sport  to  no  one  else.  Mr.  Langton 
told  me,  that  one  night  he  did  lo  while  the 
oomfMny  were  all  Knire  about  him; — only 
(Warrick,  in  hi«  significant  smart  manner,  dart- 
ing hb  eyes  around,  ezclaimedf  **  Very  jocose, 
to  be  sure !  **  Madeod  encouimged  the  fancj 
of  Dr.  Johnson's  becoming  owner  of  an  island ; 
told  him,  that  it  was  the  practice  in  this  country 
to  name  erery  man  by  nis  lands ;  and  be^;ed 
leave  to  drink  to  him  in  that  mode :  **  iSamd 
Tmt,  your  health!**  UHmsh,  TalUker,  Mr. 
MK^ueen,  and  I,  all  joined  in  our  different 
manners,  while  Dr.  Johnson  bowed  to  each, 
witfi  much  good  humour. 

We  had  good  weather  and  a  fine  sail  this 
day.  The  shore  was  varied  with  hills,  and 
rocks,  and  oom-fidds,  and  bushes,  wUdi  are 
here  dignified  with  the  name  of  natoral  utood. 
We  landed  near  the  house  of  Femdey,  a  finn 
possessed  by  another  gentleman  of  the  name 
•f  Macleod,  who,  expectii^  our  arrival,  was 
waiting  on  the  shore,  with  a  horse  for  Dr. 
Johnson.  The  rest  of  us  walked.  At  dinner, 
I  expressed  to  Macleod  the  ioy  which  I  had 
in  teeing  him  on  such  oordial  terms  with  his 
dan.  '^GoTemment,**  said  he,  "•  has  deprived 
us  of  oar  ancient  power ;  but  it  cannot  deprive 
ua  of  our  domestic  satisfactions.  I  would 
rather  drink  punch  in  one  of  their  houses 
(meaning  the  nouses  of  his  people),  than  be 
enabled,  oy  their  hardships,  to  mive  elaret  in 
my  own.**  This  should  ne  the  sentiment  of 
every  chieftain.  All  that  he  can  get  by  raising 
his  ranta  k  mere  luxury  in  his  own  house.  £ 
it  not  better  to  share  the  jpr<^ts  of  his  estate, 
to  a  certain  d^pree,  with  his  kinsmen,  and  thus 
have  both  social  intercourse  and  patriarchal 
influence? 

We  had  a  very  good  ride,  for  about  three 
miles,  to  Talisker,  where  Colonel  Macleod  in- 
trodnoed  us  to  his  lady.  We  found  here  Mr. 
Donald  McLean,  the  young  Laird  of  Col 
(nephew  to  Taluker\  to  whom  I  ddivored  the 
letter  with  which  I  had  been  fitvonred  by  his 
uncle,  Ph>feBBor  Macleod,  at  Aberdeen.  He 
was  a  little  lively  yoong  man.  We  found  he 
had  been  a  good  deal  in  Englud,  studying 
fiurming,  and  was  resolved  to  improve  the 
Ttlue  m  his  &ther*s  lands,  without  oppreaBng 
his  tenants,  or  losing  the  ancient  Highland 
fhshifmi*- 

Talisker  is  a  better  place  than  one  coounonly 
finds  in  Sk^.  It  is  situated  ui  a  rich  bottom. 
Before  it  is  a  wide  expanse  of  sea,  on  each 
hand  of  which  are  immfame  rocks;  and,  at 
some  diitanoe  in  the  tea,  there  are  three 
oolnnmal  rocks  rising  to  sharp  pcnnts.    The 


>  Tbit  VM  s  dutmvim  modtt  of  diiilutlim,  fer  Ui«  pur- 
pOM of  hb  arguoMott  fer  wbii  ha  alhidad  to  waa.  a aansaa 
puMUbarf  hf  tha  laafad  Dr.  WUUam  WUhart,  tammrlj 
principal  of  Iba  eoll#s*  •<  Bdlnbivfh.  to  warn  mn  mgmhut 
eoaSdlair  to  a  ^Mk  >n#  rap«BCaaei^  of  th«  iiirSkacy  of  which 
ha  aolartalnad  ootiont  wrrp^ifrnmt  from  tka$e  ^  Dr.  Jok». 
MM.  —  Boawau.  Mr.  Boawell  m«bi«  hara  to  bare  bren 
betraf  ad  bj  tb«  partonal  or  aMtkmal  aflbnoa  which  ha  took  at 


billows  break  with  prodi^oos  fbroe  snd  noiie 
on  the  coast  of  Talisker.  There  sre  here  s 
good  many  wdl-grown  trees.  Ttliiker  is  is 
extensive  farm.  The  possosior  of  it  hai,  far 
several  generations,  been  the  neat  heir  to 
Madeodt  as  there  has  been  but  one  no  ilviji 
in  that  fiunily.  The  court  before  the  house  a 
most  injudiciouslv  paved  with  the  nmad  bluiib* 
grey  pebbles  which  are  found  upon  the  set* 
uiore ;  so  that  you  walk  as  if  upon  caaiMn 
baUs  driven  into  the  ground. 

After  supper,  I  talked  of  the  saidaitj  of 
the  Scottash  clergy,  in  visiting  snd  pmitdj 
instructing  their  parishioners,  and  obaerred  | 
how  much  in  this  they  excelled  the  Englah  ', 
clergy.    Dr.  Johnson  would  not  let  this  pas.  | 
He  tried  to  turn  it  ofl^  by  saying,  ^  There  irc  i 
different  wi^  of  instructing.     Oar  clern  ( 
pray  and  prudi.**    Madeod  mid  I  prened  the  j 
subject,  upon  which  he  grew  warm,  aad  broke  | 
forth:   **I  do  not  beheve  yonr  people  vt  ; 
better  instructed.    If  they  are,  it  is  the  biiad  , 
leading  the  blind ;  for  your  deigy  are  sot  is* 
structed  themselves.**    Thinking  he  had  ^ne 
a  little  too  for,  he  diecked  himself,  and  adiH 
**  When  I  talk  of  the  ignorance  of  your  der^i 
I  talk  of  them  as  a  body :  I  do  not  mesa  th*t 
there  are   not  individuals  who  sre  learned 
(looking  at  Mr.  McQueen).    I  suppoie  there 
are  su(£  among  tfie  clergy  in  Muscovy.   The 
clergy  of  En^and  have  produced  the  vnpf 
valuable  books  in  support  of  religion,  bttth  m 
theory  and  practioe.     What  have  your  der^ 
done,  since  yon  sunk  into  presb}rteiisnid&^ 
Can  yon  name  one  book  of  any  value,  en  a  re- 
ligious subject,  written  by  them  P  **    We  veiv 
sUent.    '^ril  help  you.    Forbes  wrote  vcr? 
well;  but  I  believe  he  wrote  before  episeopicy 
was  quite  extinguished.**    And  then  panimir  • 
Httle,  he  said, "  Yea,  yon  have  Wiahart  aauBST 
Bepentanee.**  >    Boawnu.  '^Bot,  Sir,  w«  «* 
not  contending  for  the  snpcrior  leaning  <'^ 
our  clergy,  but  for  their  aoperior  asvdmti* 
He  bore   us   down  again,  with   tlnnidcf«|t 
against  their  isniorance»  and  aaid  to  aM,  **  1  m< 
you  have  not  neen  weU  tBugkt ;  for  you  hsfc 
not  charity.**    He  had  been  '  " 

forced  mto  thb  warmth,  bj  the  ^ndtxng 
which  I  a«nmed ;  for,  when  he  began,  he  i 
^'Sinceyon  mS  drive  the  naiir  HesM 
thouriit  of  good  Mr.  MKjoeeo,  aad,  luf 
him  hj  the  hand,  said,  "^Sir,  I  did  not  mm 
any  disrespect  to  yon* 

Here  I  must  observe,  that  he  oonqneivd  bv 
deserting  his  ground,  and  not  mulii^  the  tf- 
nment  aa  I  had  pnt  it  The  awdHCv  ef  iht 
Boottish  dergy  is  certainly  srrMtar  than  thtf 


an  ondMrilabla  and,  aa  It 

hk  sraaft  friand*a  ralltiaM 

awara  of— appear  tbal  Jobi 

dMiea  Inm^mtk-krd  rirpwH— rr,-  oa  tl 

Ufa  wa«  a  practtcal  eonlradlccloo  af  aia 

bellaf .    HU  Fragm  mt4  M 

Utloo  In  evrry  pafot  and,  te 

htin>alf  recofda  miwbi  flaw  laatBaaoa  at  mm 


L 


Dr.  Johoaon'i  dapracUtlon  of  Uia  ScoUlib  clergy.  Into  makiof  !  ilia  ofrfoloo.  _  Caosas. 
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of  (he  English.  His  taking  up  the  topic  of 
their  not  haring  so  much  learning,  was,  though 
ingeniottSi  jet  a  fallacy.  It  was  as  if  there 
should  be  a  dispute  whether  a  man's  hair  is 
wdl  dressed,  and  Dr.  Johnson  should  say, 
"  Sir,  his  hair  cannot  be  well  dressed ;  for  he 
has  a  dirtr  shirt  No  man  who  has  not  clean 
Imcn  has  his  hair  well  dressed."  When  some 
(Ut4  afterwards  he  read  this  passage,  he  said, 
''\o,  Sir;  I  did  not  saj  that  a  man*8  hair 
miild  Dot  be  well  dressed  because  he  has  not 
i\rm  linen,  bat  because  he  is  bald.** 

He  used  one  argument  agtunst  the  Scottish 

fl'Tgj  being  learned,  which  I  doubt  was  not 

*m    ''As  we  belieye  a  man  dead  till  we 

iKow  that  he  is  alive ;  so  we  believe  men  ig- 

r  innt  till  we  know  that  they  are  learned.** 

Stfw  OUT  maxim  in  law  is,  to  presume  a  man 

^{Te,  tin  we  know  he  is  dead.     However, 

indeed,  it  may  be  answered,  that  we  must  first 

h'tw  he  has  lived ;  and  that  we  have  never 

L*.jvn  the  learning  of  the  Scottish  clex^. 

M  .  U^Queen,  though  he  was  of  opinion  that 

;  Ih.  Johnson  had  deserted  the  point  really  in 

ii  pate,  was  much  pleased  with  what  he  said, 

^  .'.i  owned  to  me,  he  thought  it  very  just ;  and 

I  ^Irv.  Hadeod  was  so  mucn  captivated  by  his 

'^"loenoe,  that  she  told  me,  "I  was  a  good 

I  iif'KHe  for  a  bad  cause.*' 

I     Fndtqf^  Sept,  24. — This  was  a  good  day. 

I  ^'  Johnson  told  ua,  at  breakfast,  that  he  rode 

"-rier  at  a  foz  chose  than  any  body.'    *•  The 

I  ^  .''-fb,**  said  he,  **  are  the  only  nation  who 

I  *  >  hard  a-hunting.    A  Frenchman  goes  out 

i{^4i  a  managed  horse,  and  capers  in  the  field, 

I  ^'1 M  nore  thinks  of  leaping  a  hedge*  than 

''  oounting  a  breach.    Lord  Powerscourt' 

- 1  &  vsger,  in  France,  that  he  would  ride  a 

r>.it  maay  nulea  in  a  certain  short  time.    The 

f-nch  academiciana  set  to  work,  and  calcu- 

'.tH  that,  ftom  the  resistance  of  the  air,  it 

'**  iatpoMible.     His  lordship,  however,  per- 

•Tiedit" 

Oar  money  bdog  nearly  exhausted,  we  sent 
'  ^'11  for  thi^  pounds,  drawn  on  Sir  William 
t  '^  and  Co^  to  J^iochbraccadale,  but  our 
"-'"Kngv  fimnd  it  very  difficult  to  procure 
'^  Tor  it ;  at  lenrlii,  however,  he  got  us  value 
"a  the  maater  o?  a  vessel  which  waa  to  carry 
^  tout  cnugrants.  There  is  a  great  scar- 
'^7  oTipede  b  Skv.^  Mr.  McQueen  said  he 
^*i  the  titiDost  difficulty  to  pay  bis  servants* 
''.'"S  or  to  pay  for  any  little  ttiing  which  he 
^^'-oboy.    The  rents  are  paid  in  bills,  which 


^  \^«  ^trnm^f  wmtrtiaa  b  corroborated  bjr  Hawklof  and 
*  '  r  ml.  Sho  mf  that  **  b«  eaitalnly  rode  on  Vr.Tbralp's 
"  >«to  ottli  •  ^od  araiMu»  and  thoogb  ho  would  follow 
^  ''Mi  Sftv  alloa  ao  cod  •aawclfn«8,  woald  ne?or  own 
^-■r  H:av  nrad  or  attnaod.**  All  thtt  Meni  verjr  Btranfr. 
• "«  h»  ai^  Mv  and  tiMD  bava  riddm  out  wkh  Uia 
J*'*^'  «■  Bfl^iiaa  DowM.  I  om  vndarataod ;  but  that 
'*^  VI  aiha  tawli  i- 1  eaanot  baliova.  -^  Caosn. 


pan  of  Franea,  thfro  ara  no 
In  iho  tanM— .in  which  wa  um 
Ilia  anlntal. — CaoKaa. 

VlfcooBt  of  tha  lut  creation, 


the  drovers  give.  The  people  consnme  a  vast 
deal  of  snuttand  tobacco,  for  which  they  must 
pay  ready  money;  and  pedlars,  who  oome 
about  selling  goods,  as  there  is  not  a  shop  in 
the  island,  carry  away  the  cash.  If  there  were 
encouragement  given  to  fisheries  and  manu- 
factories, there  might  be  a  circulation  of  money 
introduced.  I  got  one  and  twenty  shillings  in 
silver  at  Portree,  which  was  thought  a  won- 
derful store." 

Talisker^  Mr.  McQueen,  and  I,  walked  out, 
and  looked  at  no  less  than  fifteen  difierent 
waterfalls,  near  the  house,  in  the  space  of 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile.  We  atso  saw 
Cuchillin's  well,  said  to  have  been  the  favourite 
spring  of  that  ancient  hero.  I  drank  of  it. 
The  water  ia  admirable.  On  the  shore  are 
many  stones  full  of  crystallisations  in  the 
heart. 

Though  our  obliging  friend,  Mr.  M'Leaiij 
was  but  the  youi^  hiira ',  he  had  the  title  of 
Col  constancy  given  him.  After  dinner  he 
and  I  walked  to  the  top  of  Prieshwell,  a  very 
high  rocky  hill,  from  whence  there  is  a  view  of 
Barra  —  the  Long  Island''  —  Bemera  —  the 
Loch  of  Dunvegan  —  part  of  Bum  —  part  of 
Kasay — and  a  vast  d^  of  the  Isle  of  Sky. 
Col^  though  he  had  come  into  Sky  with  an 
intention  to  be  at  Dunvegan,  and  paas  a  consi- 
derable time  in  the  island,  most  politely  re- 
solved first  to  conduct  us  to  Mull,  and  then  to 
return  to  Sky.  This  was  a  very  fortunate 
circumstance;  for  he  planned  an  expedition 
for  us  of  more  variety  than  merely  going  to 
Mull.  He  proposed  we  should  see  the  islands 
of  Egg,  Muck,  Col,  and  Tyr-yi.  In  all  these 
island  he  coidd  show  us  every  thing  worth 
seeing ;  and  in  Mull  he  said  he  should  oe  as  if 
at  home,  his  father  having  lands  there,  and  he 
at  a  farm. 

Dr.  Johnson  did  not  talk  mudi  to-day,  but 
seemed  intent  in  Intening  to  the  schemes  of 
futnre  ezcornon,  planned  oy  Col,  Dr.  Birch, 
however,  being  mentioned,  he  said,  he  had  more 
aneodotea  than  any  num.  I  aaid,  Percy  had  a 
great  many;  that  he  flowed  with  them  like 
one  of  the  brooks  here.  Johhson.  '^If  Percy 
is  l&e  one  of  the  brooks  here,  Birch  was  like 
the  river  Hiames.  Birch  excelled  Fercy  in 
tiiai,  as  much  as  Percy  exoela  Goldsmith.  I 
mentioned  Lord  Hales  la  a  man  of  anecdote. 
He  was  not  pleased  with  him,  for  pablishing 
only  Bueh  memoriab  and  letters  as  were  unfa- 
▼omable  for  the  Stuart  family.    **  If,**  said  he, 


bom  In  17».  meoofidad  hto  brothor  In  17SS.  and  dlad  In  1761. 
He  waa  eallad  tha  Avmc*  Lord  Poweraeoart.  —  Cnoan. 

•  Thla  leard^  ofeaab  tttU  asltu  on  the  lalandi.  in  lararSI 
of  which  fire  abillfaiff  nolat  ara  neeaauriljr  laraad  to  hava 
gome  cttculatlnir  medium.  IT  jna  taialat  on  havlnf  changt, 
▼ou  miMt  ourehaao  eomKhlaa  at  a  ahon.  —  Wavns  Soorr. 

•  See  ana.  p.  817.,  the  Pratcndar'a  dWieniry  In  gattinK 
ehance  of  a  anln^a  at  Portree. 

•  Reraoae  ne  waa  eonildared  the  aetnal  pommtor  of  tha 
property.    Sr^  poti^  p.  S79.  —  CaoKim 

T  A  aeries  of  lalandt ;  the  two  Uliti,  Benbeenla,  and  aome 
other*,  are  called  by  the  general  name  of  Long  UUmd.  — 
Caosaa. 
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**  a  mail  iairl/  warns  jou, '  I  am  to  gire  all  the 
ill  —  do  TOtt  find  the  good,*  he  maj ;  but  if  the 
object  which  he  professes  be  to  gire  a  Tiew  of 
a  reign,  let  him  tell  all  the  troth.  I  would  tell 
tmth  of  the  two  Georges,  or  of  that  scoundrel. 
King  William.  Granger^s  *  Biographical  His- 
tory is  full  of  curious  anecdote ',  but  might 
have  been  better  done.  The  dog  is  a  Whig. 
I  do  not  like  much  to  see  a  Whig  in  any 
dress ;  but  I  hate  to  see  a  Whig  in  a  parson^i 
gown." 

SatMrtUty^  Sept.  25. — It  was  resolved  that 
we  should  set  out,  in  order  to  return  to  Slate, 
to  be  in  readiness  to  take  a  boat  whenever 
there  should  be  a  fair  wind.  Dr.  Johnson  re- 
mained in  his  chamber  writing  a  letter,  and 
it  was  Ions  before  we  could  set  him  into 
motion,  lie  did  not  come  to  breakfast,  but 
had  it  sent  to  him.  When  he  had  finished  his 
letter,  it  was  twelve  o'clock,  and  we  should 
have  set  out  at  ten.  When  I  went  up  to  him, 
he  said  to  me,  **Do  jou  remember  a  song 
which  begins  — * 

*  Every  island  is  a  prison 
Strongly  guarded  by  the 

Kings  and  princes,  for  that 

Prisoners  are  as  well  as  we  *  ?" 

I  suppose  he  had  been  thinkinff  of  our  eon- 
fined  situation.'  He  would  fain  nave  got  in  a 
boat  from  hence,  instead  of  riding  back  to 
Slate.  A  scheme  for  it  was  proposed.  He 
said,  '*We*ll  not  be  driven  tamely  from  it:** 
but  it  proved  impracticable. 

We  took  leave  of  Madeod  and  TUtiftsr, 
firom  whom  we  parted  with  r^ret  TaUaker^ 
having  been  bred  to  physic,  had  a  tincture  of 
scholarship  in  his  conversation,  which  pleased 
Dr.  Johnson,  and  he  had  some  y^  good 
books;  and  being  a  colonel  in  the  Dutch 
service,  he  and  his  ladv,  in  oonseqnenoe  of 
having  lived  abroad,  haa  introduced  the  ease 
and  politeness  of  the  continent  into  this  mde 
region. 

X  oung  Col  was  now  our  leader.  Mr.M'Qnccn 
was  to  accompany  us  half  a  day  more.  We 
stopped  at  a  little  hut,  where  we  saw  an  old 
woman  grinding  with  the  ^aerii,  the  ancient 
Highland  instrument,  which  it  is  sudwas  used 
by  the  Romans ;  but  which,  being  very  alow 
in  its  operation,  is  almost  entirely  gone  into 
disuse. 

The  walls  of  the  cottages  in  Sky,  instead  of 
being  one  compacted  nuus  of  stones,  are  often 
fonnc<l  by  two  exterior  surfaces  of  stone, 
filled  up  with   earth  in  the    middle,  which 


I  The  R«r.  Jnm^i  GrsHRvr.  Vicar  of  SliipUk*,  dM  la  1776. 
nit  Biographical  llUtorx  of  Kngiwul,  d«dkr«tcd  to  Horara 
Wa)pni<>.  wa«  pubUthrd  In  1760.  A  conilnuadon,  by  tb* 
M«v.  Mark  Noble.  apf»»arMl  In  1806.  In  a  IcUer  lo  Boa  veil, 
Aug.  SO.  1776,  Dr.  Johntou  mvs,  **  I  have  read  evcrf  word 
oTGranffer:  It  ha«  eDCcrtalneJ  ma  excccdloflx."^WBiOBT. 

*  The  song  bcgiiu  — 

"  Welcome,  wricn'na,  brother  debtor. 
To  tbtt  poor  but  merry  place." 


makes  them  veiy  warm.  The  loof  is  ge- 
nerally bad.  They  are  thatched,  sometiina 
with  straw,  sometimes  with  hesftk,  sose-  i 
times  with  fisriL  The  thatch  is  Mcured  bj  i 
ropes  of  straw,  or  of  heath;  and,  V>  fix  ike 
ropea,  there  is  a  stone  tied  to  the  end  of  each. 
These  stones  hang  round  the  bottom  of  die  roof, 
and  make  it  look  like  a  ladv*a  hair  m  jnpm ; 
but  I  ahould  think  that,  when  there  »  wiod, 
they  would  come  down,  and  knock  people  oo 
the  head. 

We  dined  at  the  inn  at  Sconser,  where  I 
had  the  pleasure  to  find  a  letter  fitw  mj  Vifr- 
Here  we  parted  from  our  learned  comDnnioo, 
Mr.  Donald  McQueen.  Dr.  Johnson  took  leart 
of  him  very  afiectionately,  sayinc,  *  Dear  Sir, 
do  not  forget  meP  We  settled,  thit  bi 
should  write  an  account  of  the  Isle  of  SVt. 
which  Dr.  Johnson  promised  to  rerise.  H'' 
said,  Mr.  McQueen  should  tell  all  that  be 
could;  distinguishing  what  he  himself  kce«. 
what  was  tradiUonal,  and  what  conjectoiaL* 

We  sent  our  horses  round  a  pomt  of  Itad 
that  we  might  shun  some  Tery  bad  road ;  tf"^ 
resolved  to  go  forward  by  sea.    It  was  seres 
o'clock  when  we  got  into  our  boat   We  \ad 
many  showers,  and  it  soon  grew  prettj  da?^ 
Dr.  Johnson  sat  silent  and  patient   Once  ^ 
said,  as  he  looked  on  the  black  coast  of  Skj*  - 
blad^,  as  being  composed  of  rocks  seen  in  tW 
dusk,  — <«  This  is  very  solemn."   OiirbostiD« 
were  rude  singers,  and  seemed  so  hke  v^ 
Indians,   that  a  yery  little  imsynstion  ^^ 
necessary  to  give  one  an  impression  of  beu;; 
upon    an  American    river.     We  landed  ti 
Strolimus,  firom  whence  we  got  a  wal^^  *'* 
walk  before  us,  for  two  miles,  toCorridistail-; 
Not  beinff  able  to  procure  a  hone  for  o^ 
baggage,  I  took  one  portmanteaa  before  tu'. 
and  Joseph  another.  We  had  bat  a  sii^  c<>r 
to  light  us  on  our  wav.    It  was  about  elcv^ 
when  we  arrived.    We  were  most  bospitfii'.* 
received  by  the  msater  and  mistrem,  who  wen 
just  going  to  bed,  but,  with  uaalleetcd  rti.-} 
kindness,  made  a  good  ^le^  and  at  tvth: 
o'clock  at  night  had  rapp^  oo  the  fabler     ^ 

James  Maodonsld,  orKnodcow,  i^^iy^i^' 
brother,  whom  we  had  seen  at  King^^ 
was  there.  He  showed  me  a  bond  mBtrd^ 
the  late  Sir  James  Maodonald,  to  M  Knr- 
hurgf  the  preamble  of  whicb  doei  m  vo^ 
honour  to  the  fedinp  of  thai  much-laacnti^. 
gentleman,  that  I  thought  it  worth  traafcr^* 
mg.    It  was  aa  follows :  — 


DOl 


I,  Sir  Jamas  Maedooald,  ofMarfonaM, 
r,  after  arriving  at  my 


1M 


The  aluiM  qnolod  bf 
Somga,  vol.  li.  p.  105.  ^  Cmsi 

*  TIm  kCtor  JobnaoB  bad ' 
and  It  bcs^na  with  tbo 


the  long.  *  Brerr  iaUad,  Ac* 
4  The  Rev.  Donald  M* 
bat 
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friendship  I  bnr  to  Alexander  Macdonald,  of 
King^burgb,  snd  in  return  for  the  long  and  faith- 
ful wnriect  done  and  performed  by  him  to  my  de- 
eened  6rtfaer,  and  to  myself  during  my  minority, 
vjieii  he  was  one  of  my  tutors  and  curators ;  being 
rmlfed,  noir  that  the  said  Aleiander  Macdonald 
ii  advsaeed  in  yean,  to  contribute  my  cndearours 
(at  BBskiag  his  old  age  placid  and  comfortable,** — 
<lwtdbic  he  grants  bim  an  annuity  of  fifty  pounds 
itcrliiig. 


Dr.  Johnson  went  to  bed  soon.    When  one 

bowl  of  punch  was  finished,  I  rose,  and  was 

Bear  the  door,  in  my  way  up  stairs  to  bed ; 

bat  Corriekaiackin  sud  it  was  the  first  time 

Col  hsd  been  in  his  house,  and  he  should  haye 

bii  bowl ;  —  and  would  not  I  ioin  in  drinkinff 

it?   The  heartiness  of  my  honest  landloro, 

uni  the  desire  of  doing  social  honour  to  our 

very  ohiijpng  conductor,  induced  me  to  sit 

down  agam.    CoT*  bowl  was  finished ;  and  bj 

tUt  ttme  we  were  well  warmed.     A  third 

bovl  was  soon  made,  and  that  too  was  finished. 

We  were  cordial,  mnd  merrj  to  a  high  degree ; 

but  of  what  passed  I  have  no  recollection, 

•itb  any  accuracy.    I  remember  calling  Car* 

fif^ataekJM  hy  the  familiar  appellation  of  Corrij 

vbich  his  mends  do.     A  fourth  bowl  was 

°«^  by  which  time  Cotj  and  young  M'Kinnon, 

C(>friciaiaekm'9  aon,  slipped  away  to  bed.    I 

^tinoed  a  little  with  Corrt  and  Knockaw; 

l«^  tt  hst  I  left  them.  It  was  near  five  in  the 

Qcnung  when  I  got  to  bed. 

&n^,  Sepi,  26.  —  I  awaked  at  noon,  with 

t  leroe  heaaache.    I  was  much  vexed,  that  I 

tt^ntld  have  been  guilty  of  such  a  riot,  and 

t.'nid  of  a  reproof   from  Dr.  Johnson.     I 

il'/Q2ht  it  rery  mccmsistent  with  that  conduct 

!  *^a  I  ought  to  maintain,  while  the  com- 

I  ]ujfm  of  t&  Rambler,    About  one  he  came 

I  '^  By  room,  and  accosted  me,  *'  What,  drunk 

I  J^*"    His  tone   of  voice  was  not  that  of 

I  *  tvt  apbfMding ;  so  I  was  relieved  a  little. 

f  -^Xr.'  Mud    I,    "they  kept  me  up."     He 

^•wwed,    "Noj^TOU   kept   them    up,    you 

I  '"-lien  do2.**    This  he  said  with  good-hu- 

[  vxmd  Knglish  pleasantry.    Soon  afterwards, 

•'•'^Aafadbn,   Colt  and  other  friends,    as- 

*^>^<M  round  my  bed.     Corri  had  a  brandy- 

•/tie  sad  glass  with  him,  and  insisted  I  should 

U*  a  dram.    "Ay,*  raid  Dr.  Johnson,  "  fill 

«a  dnmk  agmin.    Do  it  in  the  morning,  that 


Vf 


I 


■  a  d 


»  » 


ffvlatinf  tfctt  occasional  Inslanee  of  ln« 
the  tubjcct  both  of  Milous 
bantrr.    With  the  banterera  I  ahall 
■yacir,  b«t  1  woodar  that  thoia  who  protend  to 
of  aofloaa  erftica  •hoold  not  have  bad  •». 
to  porooivo  that  bore,  as  in  every  other  part 
r  prtodpal  ol^tlcct  waa  to  dellneato 
'  chararter.    In  Jiutlco  to  him  1 
wbtch,  though  In  tome  de- 
_  ,eKl>lt>itt  in  to  strong  a  light 
boiBoar  with  which  he  could  treat 
te  bla'fHands  of  which  be  highly  dUapproved. 

"ify  wrong 


•u  which  I 


w 


the  ciitict  have  been  equall, 

of  vy  recording  particulars/  the  ob- 

as  cwarly  »t  thry.    But  it  wcaild  be 

far  aw  aother  |o  point  out  upon  every  occa- 

be  haa  In  view.    Contenting  himself 

of  dlacenment  and  taale,  be 


we  may  laugh  at  him  all  day.  It  is  a  poor 
thing  for  a  fellow  to  get  drunk  at  night,  and 
sculk  to  bed,  and  let  his  friends  have  no  sport.** 
Finding  him  thus  jocular,  I  became  quite  easy ; 
and  when  I  offered  to  get  up,  he  very  ffood- 
naturedly  said,  "  You  need  be  m  no  sucn  hurry 
now.**  ^  I  took  my  host*s  advice,  and  drank 
some  brandy,  which  I  found  an  effectual  cure 
for  my  headache.  When  I  rose,  I  went  into 
Dr.  Johnson*s  room,  and  taking  up  Mrs. 
M'Kinnon*s  Prayer-book,  I  opened  it  at  the 
twentieth  Sunday  after  Trinity,  in  the  epistle 
for  which  I  read,  **Aud  be  not  drunk  with 
wine,  wherein  there  is  excess.*'  Some  would 
have  taken  this  as  divine  interposition. 

Mrs.  M'Kinnon  told  us  at  dinner,  that  old 
Kingtburgk^  her  father,  was  examined  at 
Mu^tot,  by  General  Campbell',  as  to  the 
particulars  of  the  dress  of  tne  person  who  had 
come  to  his  house  in  woman*s  clothes,  along 
with  Miss  Flora  Macdonald;  as  the  eenem 
had  received  intelligence  of  that  disffuise. 
The  particulars  were  taken  down  in  wntinff, 
that  it  might  be  seen  how  far  they  agreed  with 
the  dress  of  the  Iriskgirl  who  went  with  Miss 
Flora  from  the  Long  &land.  JJCti^s^i^A,  she 
said,  had  but  one  song,  which  he  always  sung 
when  he  was  merry  over  a  glass.  Sne  dic- 
tated the  words  to  me,  which  are  foolish 
enough :  — 

*<  Gra«n  sleeves  and  pudding  pics, 
Tell  me  where  my  mistiMs  lies. 
And  III  be  with  her  before  she  rise. 
Fiddle  and  aw*  together. 

«  May  our  affairs  abroad  succeed. 

And  may  our  king  come  home  with  speed. 
And  all  pretenders  shake  for  dread, 
And  let  ki$  health  go  round. 

**  To  all  our  injured  friends  in  need. 
This  side  and  beyond  the  Tweed  1  — 
Jjtt  all  pretenders  shake  for  dread. 
And  let  kit  health  go  round. 

Green  sleeves*  &c.*' ' 

While  the  examination  was  going  on,  the 
present  Talisker^  who  was  there  as  one  of 
macleod*s  militia  \  could  not  resist  the  plea- 
santry of  asking  Kingslmrgk,  in  allusion  to  his 
only  song,  ^  Hi&  she  green  sleeve*  f  **  King*' 
Intrgk  gave  him  no  answer.    Lady  Margaret 


ought  not  to  complain  that  soma  are  found  who  eaoDot  or 
will  not  understand  him.  _  Boawsu.. 

*  General  Campbell,  It  saems,  waa  accompanied  by  Captain 
Ferguasone,  of  tno  Fumaee,  part  of  whose  share  In  this 
examination  we  have  already  seen,  amti,  p.  325.  —  Cboebb. 

*  "  Green  $lee9e$"  however.  Is  a  song  a  great  deal  older 
than  the  Revolution.  **  His  disposition  and  words  no  more 
adhere  and  kaep  pace  together,  than  the  hundredth  psalm 
and  the  tune  of  Oreen  tteewes,**  says  Mrt.  Ford^  in  the  iterrw 
fViret  0/  IVhtdMor.  —  Caossn. 

*  Macleod  and  Macdonald,  after  some  hesitation,  which 
the  Jacobites  called  treachery,  took  part  with  the  Hanoverian 
monarch,  and  arrayed  their  cUns  on  that  side.  Talitker, 
who  commanded  a  body  of  Macleod's  poople.  seems  to  have 
been  the  person  who  actually  arrested  Flora  Macdonald. 
(Ageanhu.)  ~-  But  he  probably  did  so,  to  prevent  her  fiUUng 
into  ruder  hands. —Cbokbb. 
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MAcdonald'  was  rtry  angrj  at  Taliiker  for 
on  aadi  a  Mrions  oocaaon,  as  Kmrt" 
was  reallj  in  danra*  of  his  life.  NLr%, 
MlQiiiKm  added,  that  XadT  Margaret  was 
mnte  adored  in  Wkj.  That  when  she  trayeUed 
tlupoagfa  the  ialandf  the  people  ran  in  crowds 
hdore  her,  and  took  the  stones  off  the  road,  lest 
her  horse  should  stumble  and  she  be  hurt.' 
Her  husband,  Sir  Alexander,  is  also  reniea»- 
bered  with  great  regsrd.  We  were  tdd  that 
erery  week  a  hogsh^  of  claret  was  drunk  at 
hiatoble. 

This  was  another  day  of  wind  and  rain ; 
but  cood  cheer  and  good  soeietj  helped  to 
beguQe  the  time.  I  felt  niTsclf  comfortable 
enou^  in  the  afternoon.  I  then  thought  that 
mj  last  night's  riot  was  no  more  than  such  a 
social  excess  as  may  happen  without  much 
moral  blame;  and  recollected  that  some  ph^r- 
aiciaBs  maintained,  that  a  fercr  produced  oj  it 
was,  upon  the  whole,  good  for  health :  so  dif- 
ferent are  our  reflections  on  the  same  subject, 
at  diffisrent  periods;  and  such  the  excuses 
with  which  we  palliate  what  we  know  to  be 
wrontf. 

JMMsy,  8q^.  27.— Mr.  Donald  Macleod, 
our  original  gude,  who  had  parted  from  us  at 
Dunregan,  joined  us  agam  to-daj.  The 
weather  was  still  so  bad  that  we  could  not 
travel.  I  found  a  closet  here,  with  a  good 
many  books,  besides  those  that  were  lying 
about.  Dr.  Johnson  told  me^  he  found  a 
library  in  his  room  at  Talisker;  and  observed, 
that  it  was  one  of  the  remarkable  things  of 
Sky,  that  there  were  so  many  books  in  it. 

Though  we  hod  here  great  abundance  of 
provisions,  it  is  remarkable  that  Corriehatachin 
nas  literally  no  garden :  not  even  a  turnip,  a 
carrot,  or  a  cabbage.  Afler  dinner,  we  talked 
of  the  crooked  spade  used  in  Sky,  already 
described,  and  they  mainUuned  that  it  was 
better  than  the  usual  garden-spade,  and  that 
there  was  an  art  in  tossing  it,  by  which  those 
who  were  accustomed  to  it  could  work  very 
easily  with  it  "  Nay,"  said  Dr.  Johnson,  "  it 
may  be  useful  in  land  where  there  are  many 
stones  to  raise ;  but  it  certainly  is  not  a  good 
instrument  for  digging  good  land.  A  man 
may  toss  it,  to  be  sure;  but  he  will  toss  a  li^ht 
spade  much  better :  its  weif^ht  makes  it  an  m- 
eumbrance.  A  man  majf  dig  any  land  with  it; 
but  he  has  no  occasion  for  such  a  weight  in 
digging  good  land.  Tou  may  take  a  field-piece 
to  shoot  sparrows ;  but  aH  the  sparrows  you 
can  bring  home  wHl  not  be  worth  the  charge.** 
He  was  quite  social  and  easy  amongst  them ; 
and,  though  he  drank  no  fermented  liquor, 
toasted  Highland  beauties  with  great  readiness. 
His  conviviality  engaged  them  so  much»  that 
they  seemed  eager  to  show  their  attention  to 
hink,  and  vied  with  each  other  in  crying  out, 


t  iMfliflL^SSf.~C. 

s  JotaMS  mate  AOompUoMBt  m  fBtJk  wktttfi  to  Lady  M. 


with  a  strong  Celtic  pronundatioa,  **Todor  > 
Shonson,  Toctor  Shonson,  yoor  heslth  \  *         \ 

This  evening  one  of  our  nuffried  kdia,  t  , 
lively  pretty  little  woman,  pood  haffloeredly  nt  i 
down  upon  Dr.  Johnson^  knee,  and,  beb<r 
encouraged  by  some  of  the  compaiij,  pot  Imt 
hands  round  his  nec^,  and  kissed  Iudl  **  Do  h 
again,**  said  he,  **  and  let  us  see  who  wiD  tin 
first.**    He  kept  her  on  his  knee  some  time, 
while  he  and  sne  drank  tea.    He  wis  now  Uke 
a  buck  indeed.    All  the  company  woe  aocb 
entertained  to  find  him  so  easy  and  jkmai 
To  me  it  was  highly  comic,  to  see  tna  fn^^ 
philosopher  —  the  Kambler  —  toying  with  t 
Highland  beauty  I    But  what  oould  he  ds? 
He  must  have  been  suriy,  and  wesk  to(H  ^ 
he  not  behaved  as  he  dkL   He  would  have  bees 
laughed  at,  and  not  more  respected,  thouglikss 
loved. 

He  read  to-night,  to  himself^  as  he  sat  in  ood- 
pany,  a  ffreat  deal  of  my  Journal,  and  mH  U) 
me,  "^  The  more  I  read  of  this,  I  think  the  Diorc 
highly  of  jrou.**'    The  gentlemen  sat  a  ker 
time  at  their  punch,  after  he  and  I  had  retin^  , 
to  our  chambers.    The  manner  in  which  ibtj 
were  attended  struck  me  as  singular.  Thebex! 
being  broken,  a  smart  lad  lay  on  a  tshle  m  thr 
comer  of  the  room,  ready  to  spring  up  u^ 
brinf^  the  kettle  whenever  it  was  wanted.  T^ 
continued  drinking,  and  singing  Ene  nDg^- 
till  near  five  in  ue  morning,  when  they  ^ 
came  into  my  room,  where  some  of  them  W 
beds.    Unluckily  for  me,  they  fbond  a  bottj- 
of  punch  in  a  comer,  which  they  drank;  v.i 
Corriehatachin  went  for  another,  wUch  \)m^ 
also  drank.     They  made  many  apologies  i^ 
disturbing  me.    I  told  them,  that,  naving  bm 
kept  awake  by  their  mirth,  I  had  once  thou^'>> 
of  getting  up  and  joining  them  again.   Hooes 
Corriehatachin  said,  "*:&  hnre  Cad  you  do&f 
so,  I  would  have  given  a  oow.* 

2Wjd^,  Sept  28.  — The  weather  was  voTK 
than  yesterday.  I  felt  aa  if  impiisooed.  D* 
Johnson  said  it  was  irksome  to  be  detsiwo 
thus :  yet  he  seemed  to  have  leaa  nncaiinnii  <'' 
noore  patience,  than  I  had.  What  made  oc 
situation  worse  here  was,  thai  we  had  no  nt^ 
that  we  could  command;  for  the  good  pe^ 
had  no  notion  that  a  man  oonld  have  any  eocv 
sion  but  for  a  mere  sleeping  place ;  aa»  dnritJ 
the  day,  the  bed-chambora  were  conmaa  to  ^ 
the  house.  Servants  eat  in  Dr.  Johnson*!,  ss ' 
mine  was  a  kind  of  general  rendezvoA  of  \ 
under  the  roof,  ckildrai  and  don  aot  enq^- 
As  the  gentlemen  occupied  tha  pariov.  ti 
ladies  hmd  no  place  to  sit  in,  darasg  the  as* 
but  Dr.  Johnson's  room.  I  had  ahrajs  s^^ 
quiet  time  for  writing  in  it,  belbtv  be  was  «r 
and,  by  degreea,  I  accustomed  Che  ladfis  to  » 
me  sit  in  it  afW  hreaHast,  aft  my 
without  minding  me. 
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Dr.  Johnson  vas  this  monung'  for  going  to 
see  as  man/  isIandB  as  we  could,  not  recollecting 
the  uncertaintj  of  the  season,  which  might  de- 
tain ns  m  one  place  for  manj  weeks,  fie  said 
to  me,  **  I  haTc  more  the  spirit  of  adventure 
thaa  you.**  For  mj  part,  I  was  anxious  to  get 
to  Mall«  from  whence  we  mig^  almost  anj  day 
reseh  the  main  land. 

Dr.  Johnson  mentionedit  that  the  few  ancient 
Irish  gentlemen  jeft  rwnammg  have  the  highest 
pride  of  finilj;  that  Mr.  Sandfttrd,  a  friend 
of  his,  whooe  mother  wao  Irish^  told  him,  tliat 
O^Hira  (who  was  true  Irish,  both  bj  fiither 
and  mother)  and  he,  and  Mr.  Fbnsonbj,  son  to 
the  Earl  of  Besborouffh,  the  greatest  man  of 
dke  three,  but  of  an  English  ftmily,  went  to 
Bee  one  of  those  ancient  £ish,  and  that  he  dis- 
iinfuisbed  them  thus :  ^^  O^Hara,  jou  are 
w^Mxne!  Mr.  Sandford,  jour  mother's  saa  is 
wdoame !  Mr.  Fonsonbj,  you  maj  sit  down  I  ** 

He  ts&ed  both  of  threshing  and  thatching. 
He  said  it  was  Tery  difficult  to  determine  how 
to  agree  with  a  thi^sher.  **  If  you  pay  him  by 
the  day*s  wages,  he  will  thresh  no  more  than 
he  pleases:  thoogh,  to  be  sure,  the  negli- 
geoce  of  a  thresher  is  more  easily  dete<Sed 
than  that  of  most  labourers,  because  he  must 
tlwajs  make  a  sound  while  he  works.  If  you 
pajr  hhn  by  the  |»ece,  by  the  ouanttty  of  grain 
which  he  produces,  he  will  tnresh  only  while 
the  pain  comes  freely,  and  thoogh  he  leaves  a 
good  deal  in  tiie  ear,  it  is  not  worth  while  to 
thrah  the  straw  over  again ;  nor  can  you  fix 
him  to  do  it  soffieaentiy,  because  it  is  so  diffi- 
enit  to  prove  how  much  less  a  man  threshes 
than  he  on^t  to  do.  Here  then  is  a  dilemma: 
hat,  for  my  part,  I  wonid  enm^e  him  by  the 
<iaj ;  I  wQuki  rather  trust  his  idleness  than  his 
frnd.*  He  aud,  a  roof  thatefaed  with  Lin- 
coliuhire  reeds  would  last  seventy  years,  as  he 
vas  isfinmed  when  in  tiiat  eounty ;  and  that 
he  told  thii  in  Losidon  to  a  great  thatdber,  who 
>^  he  believed  it  miffht  be  true.  Sudi  are 
the  pains  that  Dr.  Johnson  takes  to  get  the 
beat  Bforsmtioo  on  every  subject 
.  He  proeeeded :  '*  It  is  difficnlt  lor  a  fiumer 
iaSoghuid  to  find  day-Iahourers,  because  the 
hmert  mamifaetiiras  can  always  get  more 
thaa  a  day*labourer.  It  is  of  no  consequence 
hov  high  the  wages  of  manufiwtniera  are ;  but 
tt  voald  be  of  Tsrj  bad  eonseqnence  to  rmse 
^  vages  of  tfaoae  who  procure  the  immediate 
aeceasaries  of  lifie,  for  that  would  nise  the 
P^  of  provisions.  Here  then  is  a  problem 
^  pohtidanB.  It  is  not  reasonable  tiiat  the 
^  uaefol  body  of  mem  should  be  the  worst 
P^d;  yet  it  does  not  appear  how  it  can  be  or- 
^o^  otherwise.  It  were  to  be  wisi^  that  a 
°^  for  its  beii^  otherwise  were  found  out. 
In  the  mean  time,  it  is  better  to  giro  temporary 
'^'^stuce  by  charitable  contributions  to  poor 
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labourers,  at  times  when  nrovisioBM  are  hi^ 
than  to  raise  their  wages;  because,  if  wages  are 
once  raised,  they  will  never  get  down  again.*' 

Happily  the  weather  dearwl  vp  between  one 
and  two  o*clock,  and  we  get  ready  to  deoart ; 
but  oar  kind  host  and  hostess  woold  not  isi  vs 
go  without  takine  a  itutek^  as  th^  called  it ; 
whu^wasintruA  a  veryjKioddiniier.  Wh^ 
the  punch  went  round.  Dr.  Johnson  kept  a 
close  whispering  conference  with  Mrs.  M^Kin- 
non,  which,  however,  was  kmd  enoogh  to  let  us 
hear  that  the  subject  of  it  was  the  partaculam 
of  Prince  Charles*s  escape.*  The  company 
were  entertained  and  pleased  to  observe  it. 
Upon  ^at  sabjeet,  there  was  something'  eon* 
goaial  between  the  soul  of  I>r.  Samuel  Johnsim 
and  that  of  an  Irie  of  Sky  fanner^s  wifa  It 
is  carious  to  see  people,  how  far  soever  removed 
from  each  other  in  the  general  system  of  their 
lives^  eorae  dose  together  on  apartieular  point 
which  is  common  to  each.  We  were  merry 
with  CorraeAatecftta,  on  Dr.  Johnson^s  whk- 

Eering  with  his  wife.  She,  perceivu^  tUs, 
umorously  cried,  ^  I  am  in  love  with  hiaa. 
What  k  it  to  live  and  not  to  love  ?  **  Upon 
her  saying  something,  whidi  I  did  not  hear,  or 
cannot  recoUeet,  he  seixed  her  hand  eagerly, 
and  kissed  it. 

As  we  were  going,  the  Scottish  phrase  of 
^  honest  man  /  **  which  is  an  expression  of  kind- 


ness and  regard,  was  agam  and  again  applied 
by  the  company  to  Dr.  Johnson.  I  was  also 
treated  with  much  dvility;  and  I  must  take 
some  merit  from  my  assiduous  attention  to  him, 
and  from  my  contriving  that  he  shaU  be  easy 
wherever  he  goes,  that  he  shall  not  be  asked 
twice  to  eat  or  drink  anv  thing  (which  always 
disgusts  him),  that  he  shall  be  provided  with 
water  at  his  meals,  and  many  such  little  things, 
which,  if  not  attended  to,  would  fret  him.  I 
also  may  be  allowed  to  claim  some  merit  in 
leading  the  conversation:  I  do  not  mean 
leading,  as  in  an  orchestra,  by  playing  the  first 
fiddle ;  but  leading  as  one  does  in  examining  a 
witness  —  starting  topics,  and  making  him  pur^ 
sue  ^em.  He  appears  to  me  like  a  great  mill, 
into  which  a  subject  is  thrown  to  be  ground. 
It  requires,  indeed,  fertile  minds  to  furnish 
materuds  for  this  miU.  I  re^t  whenever  I 
see  it  unemployed ;  but  sometnnes  I  feel  my- 
self Quite  barren,  and  having  nothing  to  throw 
in.  I  know  not  if  this  mill  be  a  sood  figure ; 
though  Pope  makes  his  mind  a  mill  for  turning 
verses. 

We  set  out  about  four.  Yoone  Corriekata' 
chin  went  with  us.  We  had  a  fine  eveninf^, 
and  arrived  in  good  time  at  Osdg,  the  resi- 
dence of  Mr.  hurtin  M'Fherson,  minister  of 
Slate.  It  is  a  pretty  good  house,  built  by  his 
father,  upon  a  farm  near  the  churdi.  We  were 
received  here  with  much  kindness  by  Mr.  and 


wtalh  tiM  naiealhM  nauatn  and  bold  tCridci  «r  the  "mneUe 
wmum  **  In  the  hall.  Mn.  M'Khwwi  «u  ttw  lurternal 
■nmdflMUier  of  my  friend  MafOT-Genenl  MhcdMiald,  now 
(1846)  A<Uutant-GeneraL  —  Ciioku. 

XJL  2 


356 


BOSWELL'S  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


1778. 


Mn.  M^Fherson,  and  his  sisieTf  Min  M*Flienoii, 
who  pUased  Dr.  Johnson  mnch  by  sinking  Erse 
tongs,  and  playing  on  the  guitar.  He  after- 
wards sent  ner  a  present  of  his  *'  Rasselas.** 
In  his  bed-chamber  was  a  press  stored  with 
books,  Greek,  Latin,  French,  and  English,  most 
of  which  had  belonged  to  the  father  of  our 
host,  the  learned  Dr.  M'Fherson ;  who,  though 
his  ^  Dissertations  **  have  been  mentioned  in  a 
former  page  as  unsatisfactory,  was  a  man  of 
distinguished  talents.  Dr.  Johnson  looked  at 
a  Latm  paraphrase  of  the  Song  of  Moses, 
written  by  him,  and  published  in  the  *^  Scots 
Magasine  **  for  1747,  and  said,  "  It  does  him 
honour;  he  has  a  great  deal  of  Latin,  and 
good  Latin.**  Dr.  MTherson  published  also 
in  the  same  Magazine,  June,  1739,  an  original 
Latin  ode,  which  he  wrote  from  the  Isle  of 
Barra,  where  he  was  minister  for  some  years. 
It  is  Tery  poetical,  and  exhibits  a  striking 
proof  how  much  all  things  depend  upon  com- 
parison :  for  Barra,  it  seems,  appeared  to  him  so 
much  worse  than  Sky,  his  name  »obim^  that  he 
languished  for  its  ^blessed  mountains,**  and 
thought  himself  buried  aliTC  amongpt  bar- 
barians where  he  was.  My  readers  will  pro- 
bably not  be  displeased  to  have  a  specimen  of 
this  ode:  — 

**  Het  mihi  1  quantot  patior  dolom, 
Dum  procul  ipscto  Jugs  ter  beats, 
Dum  tarn  Bnrm  steriles  arenas 
Solus  oberro. 

**  Ingemo,  indignor,  erueior,  quod  inter 

Barbsros  Tbulen  lateam  colentes ; 

Torpco  Unguena,  morior  sepultus 

Carccre  ececo." 

After  wishins  for  winp  to  fly  over  to  his 
dear  country,  iniich  was  m  his  yiew,  from  what 
he  calls  Thule,  as  being  the  most  western  isle 
of  Scotland,  except  St.  Kilda ;  afler  describing 
the  pleasures  of  society,  and  the  miseries  of 
solitude ;  he  at  last,  with  becoming  propriety, 
has  recourse  to  the  only  sure  reliefor  thinking 
men,  —  Surnun  corda^^  —  the  hope  of  a  better 
world,  and  disposes  his  mind  to  resignation : 

**  Interim,  fiat  tus,  rei,  voluntas  : 
Erigor  lurtuni  quoties  tubit  spes 
Certa  migrandi  Solymam  •upemam 
Numinis  aulam." 

lie  concludes  in  a  noble  strain  of  orthodox 
piety: 

**  Vita  turn  demum  vocitandft  vita  est. 
Turn  licet  gratos  socio*  habere. 
Seraphim  et  sanctos  triadbm  verendam 
Concclcbrantet.** 


I  The  Latlo  Ibr  th«  apoatropb*  In  tba  C 
vlc«,  **  Lifl  up  jTfHir  h««ru.**^rKoaiiL 


inunioQ  Srr. 


[JOHNSON  TO  MACLEOD." 

-OsdC,Mh8«ftin3.     , 
*<  DxAE  Sib,  — Weare  nowonthcmarpnofihc  ; 
waiting  for  a  boat  and  a  vind.    BotvcU  crowi  ' 
impatient ;  but  the  kind  treatment  vhieb  I  fiad  i 
whcrercr  I  go,  makes  ma  IcaTC,  with  sone  hctriooi 
of  heart,  an  island  which  I  am  not  very  Ukdy  to  , 
toe  again.     Haring  now  gone  as  fcr  «  hons  as 
carry  ua,  we  thankftilly  return  them.     My  iiccd 
wUl,  I  hope,  be  reeriTcd  with  kinda«B:'bebai 
borne  me,  heavy  aa  I  am,  over  ground  both  tonsh 
and  steep,  with  great  fidelity ;  and  ibr  lbs  ««  flf 
him,  as  for  your  other  frvoun,  I  hope  foa  vill  b^ 
liere  me  thankful,  and  willing,  at  whatever  ikban 
we  may  be  placed,  to  show  my  sense  of  yoot  kind- 
nesa,  by  any  offices  of  friendship  that  msy  611  ritha 
my  power. 

**  Lady  Maelcod  and  the  young  ladies  htre*  W 
their  hospitality  and  politeness,  made  sa  impresM  . 
on  my  mind,  which  will  not  easily  be  eAccd.  Be 
pleased  to  tell  them,  that  I  lemember  thtm  vi6 
great  tenderness,  and  great  respect  —  I  so,  Sir. 
your  most  obliged  and  most  humbia  servaot. 

••Sam.  Job««i.' 

"  P.&  —  We  passed  two  days  at  Tsliskcr  wn 
happily,  both  by  the  pleasantness  of  the  ptsee  tod  • 
elegance  of  our  reception.*^ 
-^Maeltod  MSS. 

Wednetda^^  SepL  29.  — After  a  very  pod 
sleep,  I  rose  more  refreshed  than  I  hw  m^ 
for  some  nights.  We  were  now  at  but  s  Ihsk 
distance  from  the  shore,  and  saw  the  ses  fnm 
our  windows,  which  made  oar  voyy  ^f** 
nearer.   Mr.  M^Fherson'a  mamierB  andiddn* 

pleased  us  much.  He  appeared  to  be  a  bbsb  «< 
such  intelligence  and  taste  aa  to  be  smsiblf  « 
the  extraoniinary  powers  of  his  iUviuWu 
guest.  He  said  to  me,  **Dr.  Johnson  ii  » 
honour  to  mankind,  and,  if  the  exprenoa  ■**  j 
be  used,  is  an  honour  to  relwion.** 

Coly  who  had  gone  yestenUy  to  pay  a  vi^^*^ 
Camuscross,  joined  us  this  morning  at  bnu* 
fast.  Some  other  gentlemen  also  rsme  i» 
enjoy  the  entertainment  of  Dr.  JohnsooV  c^s* 
venation.  The  dajr  waa  windy  and  rsio^  «i 
that  we  had  just  seized  a  happy  interrsl  i'^ 
our  journey  last  night  We  liad^oodf«««* 
tatnment  here,  better  accommodatioa  tki^-  ' 
Corrichatachin,  and  time  enough  to  oork'*^ 
The  hours  slipped  alone  imperceptiblT.  «M 
talked  of  Shenstone.  I>r.  Johnson  s^l^J 
was  a  g:ood  layer-out  of  Innd,  but  wouM  w 
allow  him  to  approach  excellence  as  a  \*A 
He  said,  he  believed  he  had  tried  to  n*^  « 
his  *'  Love  Pastorals,**  but  did  not  get  lkr\ 
them.    I  repeated  the  stanxa, 

•*  She  gazed  as  I  slowly  withdrew ; 
My  path  1  omld  hardly  discern ; 
So  sweetly  slie  bade  me  adieu, 

I  thought  that  she  bade  vom  retarn  *  * 
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He  nid,**  That  seems  to  be  pretty.**^  lobsenred 

that  Sbenstone,  from  his  short  maxims  in  prose, 

j  npetred  to  have  some  power  of  thinking ;  but 

f  Dr.  Johnson  would  not  allow  him  that  merit. 

\  He  igreed,  however,  with  Shenstone,  that  it 

wu  wrong  in  the  brother  of  one  of  his  corre- 

;  spoodenU  to  bum  his  letters ;  **  for,**  said  he, 

'  **  Shenstone  was  a  man  whose  correspondence 

•  VIS  in  honour."    He  was  this  afternoon  full  of 

oiticil  seTertty,  and  dealt  about  his  censures  on 

'  iD  tides.  He  said,  Hammond*s  '^Loye  Elegies** 

were  poor  things.'    He  spoke  contemptuouslj 

oToor  iivelj  and  elegant,  though  too  licentious 

lyrie  bird,  Hanburr  WiUiams,  and  said,  *^  he 

Bid  DO  fame,  but  from  boys  who  drank  with 

WhOe  he  was  in  this  mood,  I  was  unfortunate 

raon^  simpljr  perhu)8,  but  I  could  not  help 

thinking  undeservedly,  to  come  within  *^  the 

vhiff  and  wind  of  his  fell  sword.**    I  asked 

iim,  if  he  had  ever  been  accustomed  to  wear 

I  nizhtcap.    He  said,  «'  No.*'    I  asked,  if  it 

vu  best  not  to  wear  one.    Johkson.  ^  Sir,  I 

ii*J  this  custom  bj  chance,  and  perhaps  no 

Qtt  fhiO  ever  know  whether  it  is  best  to  sleep 

vith  or  without  a  night-cap.**     Soon  after- 

virds  be  was  laughing  at  some  dcficiencj  in 

'Jk  Highlands,  and  said,  "  One  might  as  well 

r>  vitl»ut  shoes  and  stockings.**    linking  to 

^re  i  little  hit  at  his  own  deficiency,  I  ven- 

tand  to  add,  '^  or  without  a  ni^ht-cap,  Sir.** 

Kat  I  had  better  have  been  sdent,  for  he 

Ported  directly,  ^  I  do  not  see  the  connection 

tlere  (laughing).     Nobody  before  was  ever 

'»'iuih  enough  to  ask  whether  it  was  best  to 

«4r  i  nig^t-cap  or  not.    This  comes  of  being 

A  little  wroug-headed.**    He  carried  the  com- 

it&7  along  with  him:  and  yet  the  truth  is, 

'-hat  if  he  had  always  worn  a  night-cap,  as  is 

tile  ooflunon  practice,  and  found  the  High- 

^dera  did    not   wear   one,  he  would  have 

v-'tKifTed  at  their  barbarity ;  so  that  my  hit 

»u  fitr  enough. 

TWadov,  Sepi.  30.  —  There  was  as  great  a 
tu^n  of  wind  and  rain  as  I  have  almost  ever 
»rn^  which  necesaarily  confined  us  to  the 
^•tiK ;  but  we  were  fully  compensated  by  Dr. 
i"basoii*a  eonveraation.  He  said,  he  did  not 
rad^  Bnrke*s  being  the  first  man  in  the 
o*nm  of  Commona,  tor  he  was  the  first  man 
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every  where ;  but  he  grudged  that  a  fellow 
who  makes  no  figure  in  compan]^,  and  has  a 
mind  as  narrow  as  the  neck  of  a  vinegar  cruet, 
should  make  a  figure  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
merely  by  having  the  knowledge  of  a  few  forms, 
and  being  fumiwed  with  a  little  occasional  in- 
formation.' He  told  us,  the  first  time  he  saw 
Dr.  Young  was  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Richardson, 
the  author  of  "  Clarissa.**  He  was  sent  for, 
that  the  doctor  might  read  to  him  his  **  Con- 
jectures on  Original  Composition,**  which  he 
did,  and  Dr.  Johnson  made  his  remarks ;  and 
he  was  surprised  to  find  Young  receive  as  no- 
velties, what  he  thought  very  common  maxims. 
He  said,  he  believed  Young  was  not  a  great 
scholar,  nor  had  studied  regularly  the  art  of 
writing ;  that  there  were  very  fine  things  in 
his  "  Night  Thoughts,**  though  you  could  not 
find  twenty  lines  together  without  some  ex- 
travagance. He  repeated  two  passages  firom 
his  **  Love  of  Fame,  —  the  characters  of  Bru- 
netta  and  Stella «,  which  he  praised  highly.  He 
said  Young  pressed  him  much  to  come  to  Wei- 
wyn.  He  always  intended  it,  but  never  went. 
He  was  sorry  when  Young  died.  The  cause 
of  quarrel  between  Young  and  his  son,  he  told 
us,  was,  that  his  son  insisted  Young  should 
turn  away  a  clergyman*s  widow,  who  hved  with 
him,  and  who,  having  acquired  great  influence 
over  the  father,  was  saucy  to  the  son.  Dr. 
Johnson  said,  she  could  not  conceal  her  re- 
sentment at  him,  for  saying  to  Young,  that  ^'an 
old  man  should  not  resign  himself  to  the  ma- 
nagement of  any  body.*'  I  asked  him  if  there 
was  any  improper  connection  between  them. 
**  No,  Sir,  no  more  than  between  two  statues. 
He  was  past  fourscore,  and  she  a  very  coarse 
woman.  She  read  to  him,  and,  I  suppose,  made 
his  cofiee,  and  frothed  his  chocolate,  and  did 
such  things  as  an  old  man  wishes  to  have  done 
for  him."  * 

Dr.  Doddridge'  being  mentioned,  he  ob- 
served, **  he  was  author  of  one  of  the  finest 
epigrams  in  the  English  language.  It  is  in 
Orton*s  Life  of  him.  The  su^ect  is  his  family 
motto,  *Dum  vivintut  vivanuu^  which,  in  its 
primary  signification,  is,  to  be  sure,  not  very 
suitable  to  a  Christian  divine ;  but  he  para- 
phrased it  thus :  — 


Think  noofht  a  trifle,  thoagh  It  %maS\  appear : 
Snail  landi  the  mountain,  momantt  ouike  the  year, 
AndtiUka.Ufe.'* 

**fleeSCelUt  her  cyee  ihfoe  at  bright 

At  If  her  tongue  was  never  In  the  right : 
And  jet  what  real  learning,  Judgment,  Are  I 
She  leeais  intplred,  and  am  berielf  Inspire.  ** 

Yoom'aLeee^r^^ 


*  M rt.  Hallowi  was  a  weman  nf  pletj,  Inprored  bf  reading. 
BhewM  ilwavi  traated  bj  Dr.  Young  and  by  hU  guettt,  even 
those  of  the  highest  rank,  with  the  politeness  and  respect  due 
to  a  gentlewoman.    She  died  in  17S0.  _  AMoaasoM. 

*  Dr.  Philip  Doddridge,  aa  eminent  dIssenUng  dirlne,  bora 
In  1701,  died  at  Lisbon  ^whither  he  had  gone  for  the  recorerjr 
of  his  health)  In  1751.  Some  of  his  letUra  have  been  re> 
eentljr  published,  with  no  great  advantage  to  his  fame.  -.- 
CaoKSB. 
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*  Live  while  you  Tvre,  the  Bpieun  would  mj. 
And  artte  the  pleasures  of  the  prewnt  day. 
Live  wlifle  you  IWc,  the  leered  IStackv  cries, 
And  give  to  God  eedi  moment  ee  it  flieti 
Lord,  in  my  Yiews  let  both  uniied  be; 
I  live  in  plcemre,  when  I  live  lo  Ihee.*** 


I  asked  if  it  was  not  strange  that  gorem- 
ment  should  permit  so  many  infidel  writing 
to  pass  without  censure.  Johksok.  **  Sir,  it 
is  mighty  foolish.  It  is  for  want  of  knowing 
their  own  power.  The  present  family  on  the 
throne  came  to  the  crown  against  the  will  of 
nine  tenths  of  the  people.  Wither  those  nine 
tenths  were  right  or  wrong,  it  is  not  our  busi- 
ness now  to  inqnire.  But  such  being  the  situ- 
ation of  the  royal  family,  they  were  glad  to 
enconraffe  all  who  would  be  their  mends. 
Now  you  know  erery  bad  man  is  a  Whig; 
every  man  who  has  loose  notions*  Hie  chuiich 
was  all  agmnst  this  family.  ^  They  were,  as  I 
say,  glad  to  enooorage  any  friends ;  and,  there- 
fore, since  their  accession,  there  is  no  instance 
of  an/  man  being  kept  back  on  aceoont  of  his 
bad  principles ;  and  hence  this  inundation  of 
impiety."  I  obsenred  that  Mr.  Hume,  some 
of  whose  writliiffs  were  very  imfavoorable  to 
religion,  was,  however,  a  Tory.  Johrsoh. 
**  Sir,  Hvme  b  a  Tory  by  chance,  as  being  a 
Scotchman ;  bat  not  npon  a  pxinople  of  duty, 
for  he  has  no  pxinciple.  If  he  Is  any  thing,  he 
ii  a  HobbisL" 

There  was  something  not  quite  serene  in  his 
humour  to-night,  after  supper ;  for  he  spoke 
of  hastening  away  to  London^  without  stopping 
much  at  Edinbui^h.  I  reminded  him  that  he 
had  General  Oughton,  and  many  others,  to 
see.  JoKssojr.  ^*Kay,  I  shall  neither  go  in 
jest,  nor  stay  in  jest.  I  shall  do  what  is  fit.** 
BofwxLL.  ^  Ay,  Sir,  but  all  I  desire  is,  that 
yon  win  let  me  tell  you  when  it  is  fit**  Johh- 
•ON.  ''Sir,  I  shall  not  consult  you.**  Bos- 
If  jou  arc  to  run  away  firom  us,  as 


soon  aa  yon  get  loose,  we  will  keep  you  con- 
fined in  an  luand.**  He  was,  however,  on  the 
whole,  very  good  company.  Mr.  Donald  Mac- 
leod  exoressed  very  weU  the  gradual  impres- 
non  made  by  Dr.  Johnson  on  those  who  are 
so  fortunate  as  to  obtain  his  acquaintance. 
^  When  you  see  him  first,  you  are  struck  with 
awful  reverence;  then  you  admire  him;  and 
then  you  love  him  cordially.** 

I  read  this  evening  some  part  of  yoltairc*s 
*«  History  of  the  War  in  1741,**  and  of  Lord 
Karnes  against  **  Hereditary  Indefeasible  Right.** 
This  is  a  very  alight  ciroumsUnoe,  with  which 
I  should  not  trouble  my  render,  bat  for  the 
sake  of  observiag,  Aai  everv  man  should  keep 
minntes  of  whatever  he  reads.    Every  circum- 


>  Mr.  Bwckf .  See  m^,  p.  171.  Jobnwn*!  dMire  to  n- 
■rati  lito  eontMBpt  of  Kenrlck  tt  vhovo  bjr  hJ»  parwreruKC 
la  rapraMOtinf  tkb  jomm  ftiitliinin  ai  a  lor;  at  If  to  lav. 
II  was  toe  meat  hooour  nr  Kaotkfc  that  avae  a  ky  ihould 
•ar  blm.  —  Caoaaa. 


staaee  of  his  stodiM  sfaoold  be  reeovded;  wbsl 
books  he  has  oansuked;  kaw  much  of  Ihm  , 
he  has  read ;  at  what  timfla ;  how  oftn  tk  | 
same  authors;  and  w^t  opinions  he  finted of 
them,  at  different  peiiods  of  his  life.  Sack  as  ■ 
aeooont  would  mudi  iUnatrate  the  hiilorf  of  , 
his  mind. 

JWdh9,  Oct  l.^I  shoivod  to  Dr.  JohoioD  , 
verses  m  a  Magasioo,  on  his  Dictionarf, 
posed  of  uBoommon  wocda  taken  torn  it ; 

<•  Little  of  AmOurcpopmAy  has  be,**  &c. 


He  read  a  few  of  them,  and  said,  ^I  sm  not  < 
answerable  for  all  the  words  in  my  Dictionsry  * 
I  told  him,  that  Garrick  kept  a  book  of  iQ 
who  had  either  praised  or  abused  him.   On 
the  subject  of  his  own  reputation,  he  said, 
^*  Now  that  I  see  it  has  been  so  curreDt  s 
topic,  I  wish  I  had  done  so  too ;  but  h  oosid 
not  well  be  done  now,  as  so  many  thini^  iR 
scattered  in  newspapers.**     He  said  he  vai 
angry  at  a  boy  of  Oxford  \  who  wrote  is  bti 
defence  against  Kenrick ;  because  it  wai  dobf 
him  hurt  to  answer  Kenrick.    He  wss  toU 
afterwards,  the  boy  was  to  come  to  lum  to  Mk 
a  favour.    He  first  thought  to  treat  him  ndclj 
on  account  of  his  meddling  in  that  busiaai; 
but  then  he  considered  he  had  meant  to  do 
him  all  the  service  in  his  power,  and  he  tock 
another  resolution :  he  tola  him  he  wonU  do 
what  he  could  for  him,  and  did  ao;  sad  the 
boy  was  satisfied.    He  said,  he  did  not  btfv 
how  his  jpam^et  was  done,  as  he  had^itsd  , 
venr  little  ofit    Hie  boy  made  a  good  6|;vrt 
at  Oxford,  but  died.    He  remarked,  that  st- 
tacks  on  authors  did  them  mudi  service.^  *^ 
man,  who  tells  me  my  plav  is  very  bad,  u  Vtf 
my  enemj  than  he  who  lets  it  me  in  siksre. 
A  man,  whose  business  it  is  to  be  talked  oC  v 
much  helped  by  being  attacked.**    Gsnk^l 
obsen-ed,  nad  oflen  been  so  helped.  Joassos. 
"  Yes,  Sir ;  though  Garrick  had  aore  cfftf* 
tunities  than  almost  anv  man,  to  keep  u*^ 
public  in  mind  of  him,  bv  exiiibitiiig  hunr- 
to  such  numbers,  he  would  not  have  hsd  >^ 
mnch  reputation,  had  he  not  been  so  wtn 
attacked.    Every  attack  produces  a  defcoer  ; 
and  so  attention  b  engaged.   There  is  no  i|0^ 
in  mere  prmse,  whenpeople  are  all  of  a  miod. 
BoswELL.    ••  Then  Hume  is  not  the  worse  ^ 
Seattle's  attack?**    JonmosL    «*He  k  be- 
cause Beattie  has  confuted  bim.*    I  ^*  ^ 
uy  but  thai  there  may  be  aome  attacks  wteA 
will  hurt  an  author.    Though  Huok  sofe^ 
from  Beattie,  he  was  the    better  ibr  other 
attacks.**    (He  eertainly  ooold  ttot  iadode  • 
that  number  those  of  Dr.  Adama  aad  Ih- 
Tytler.)'     Boswau.     ^  ftolihrnith  it  thf 


«  Dr.  Baaitia**  •*  Enay  an  tha  Nalnra  aD<  hm—NNHty  of 
Tram  **  avpiaiad  la  Mar  1770.*  Ci 


•  Mr.  BM«aU  ■ddt  tUa  ftanOiatia.  ^rataMr. 
■Mtfaaan  yii^a4  la  «Mtv  Mm*  af  kia  (  b«l  H  Dt 

**  did  iMrf  iDfMia  to  tncludf  fSnH.**  «rAa«  did  Wa 
tkejf  were  cerUlnlj  (after  Baattia)  Hubm>  maA 
aDiafOolata.  — Caoaia. 
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better  for  attacks"    JoHiraox.    **Yes,   Sir; 
but  he  does  not  tiiink  so  jet.    When  Grold- 
1  <iiutli  and  I  jmbtiahed,  each  of  ua  aomething, 
it  the  suae  time,  we  were  given  to  understand 
that  we  might  reriew  each  other.    Goldamith 
'  WIS  for  accepting  the  offer.    I  aaid,  no ;  aet 
reriewen  at  denanoe.     It  was  said  to  old 
fieadej,  vpoo  the  attocka  agiunat  him, '  Why, 
theyll  write  jo«  dowm.'  *  Ko,  Sir,*  he  replied ; 
'depend  upon  it,  no  man  vraa  ewer  written 
doini  bat  hj  hknaelf.*  *'    He  observed  to  me 
aAerwvds,  that  the  adTaiita|;ea  anthors  de- 
nred  from  attadca  were  dueny  in  Mihjeels  of 
tarte,  where  joa  canBOt  eonfute,  aa  so  m«eh 
oijbeaaid  on  eilker  aide.    He  told  me  he 
•fid  not  know  who  was  the  author  of  the  **  Ad- 
ventures of  a  Guinea  ;**  <  but  that  the  bookseller 
hid  sent  the  first  volume  to  him  in  manu- 
xript)  to  have  bis  opinion  if  it  should  be 
(tint^ ;  and  he  tiiougnt  it  should. 

Itie  weadier  being  now  somewhat  better, 
Mr.  James  M^Donalc^  factor  to  Sir  Alexander 
M'Donald,  in  Slate,  inaiated  that  all  the  com- 
paay  at  Ostig  sfaoold  go  to  the  house  at  Armidale, 
.  vhicfa  Sir  Akzaader  had  left,  having  gone 
with  his  bd/  to  Edinburgh,  and  be  his  guests, 
'-in  we  had  an  opportunity  of  sailmg  to  Mull, 
^e  acondinglj  got  there  to  diniier  ;  and 
paved  our  daj  very  chenfully,  being  no  less 
'*han  foorteea  m  nuniber. 

Stttrd^if^  Oct  2,  —  Dr.  Johnson  said,  that 
"1  cUef  and  his  ladj  should  make  their  house 
Hhe  a  ooort  They  should  have  a  certain 
(lonbcr  of  the  genuemen*a  daughters  to  re- 
'ine  their  education  in  the  family,  to  learn 
paitrj  and  soch  tilings  from  the  housekeeper, 
Ad  manngs  from  mj  lady.  That  was  the 
^7  ia  the  great  fiunioes  in  Wales ;  at  Lady 
"uttiburyls,  Mrs.  T1irale*s  grandmother,  and 
'^  Ladvrhilips's.  I  ^stinguish  the  fhmilies 
'▼  the  ladiea,  as  I  speak  of  what  was  jiroperiy 
'^  province.  There  were  always  six  young 
^'diei  at  Sir  John  Fhilipa*s;  when  one  was 
Btanied,  her  place  was  filled  up.  There  was  a 
•"i^  sehool-roofn,  where  ^ey  learnt  needle- 
^^  snd  other  things.**  I  observed,  that,  at 
*^BBe  eovrts  in  Germany,  there  were  academies 
'•'■f  the  p^ca,  who  are  the  sons  of  gentlemen, 
od  Tseeive  thor  education  without  expenae 
t&  their  parenta.  Dr.  Johnson  said,  that 
^'aaers  were  best  learnt  at  those  courts. 
*  T^«^  are  admitted  with  great  facility  to  the 
'^:y^'t  eoBpany,  and  yet  muat  treat  hun  with 
K«^h  rmpeet.  At  a  great  court,  you  are  at 
**^  A  distance  ^mt  you  get  no  good.**  I  said, 
'Vcnr  true:  a  nan  sees  the  court  of  Ver- 


fboold  Me  hew  kiMWM  thst 

**  WM  vrltten  bf  a  nsniMake 

Belof  dltqmained  for  fbe  l»r, 

by  A  wipeMwiluf  iiaftiiiii,  b«  went 

fortoiM,  md  dl«d  tlMr«  about  1800. 

H«  dl«d,  MTf  tho  MogrofMeat  Die- 

t  ISOO.    He  moft  not  b«  confounded 

JobttMNi,  alM  bred  to  the  bar,  but 

dramatic  writer,  and  died 


aa  bon  at  XaDtna  hi  147S,  and  died 


saiUes,  as  if  he  saw  it  on  a  theatre.**  He 
**l%e  best  book  that  ever  was  written  upon 
goodhreediiM;,  « D Corteigiano,*  b^Caat^one, 
grew  np  ai  the  little  court  «f  Urbmo,  mad.  you 
should  read  it.** '  I  aas  gkd  ahways  to  have 
his  opinion  of  books-  At  Mr.  Macpherson's, 
be  oonanended "« Whitby's  Gommentiry,*'  ^  asid 
said,  he  had  heard  him  called  rather  lax ;  but 
he  did  not  perceive  it.  He  had  looked  at  a 
novd,  called  ••The  Man  of  the  World,"  at 
Baaay,  but  thought  there  waa  nothiag  in  it.  ^ 
He  said  to-day,  while  reading  my  Journal, 
•*  This  win  be  a  great  treasure  to  us  some  yean 
henoe.** 

Talking  of  a  very  pcnmrious  gentieman  of 
our  acauahitanoe ',  he  observed,  that  he  ex- 
ceeded L'Avare  in  the  play.  I  concurred  ynih 
ban,  and  remarked  that  he  would  do  w^  if 
introduced  in  one  of  Foote's  fiu-oes ;  that  the 
best  way  to  get  it  done  would  be  to  bring 
Foote  to  be  entertained  at  his  house  for  a 
week,  and  then  it  would  be  fueU  mdignatm, 
JoHmow.  "  Sir,  I  wish  he  had  him.  I,  who 
have  eaten  his  bread,  will  not  give  him  to 
him ;  but  I  should  be  glad  he  came  honestly 
by  him.** 

He  said  he  was  angry  at  Thrale,  for  aitdng 
at  General  Oglethorpe*s  without  speaking. 
He  censured  a  man  for  degrading  himself  to  a 
non-entity.  I  dbserved,  that  Goldsmil^  was 
on  the  odier  extreme;  for  he  spoke  at  ven- 
times.  JoKHSON.  ••Tes,  Sir;  Goldamith,  rather 
than  not  speak,  will  talk  of  what  he  Imows 
lumself  to  be  isnorant,  which  can  only 
end  in  exposing  him.**  •*  I  wonder,**  said  I, 
•*  if  he  feels  that  he  exposes  himself.    If  he 

was  with  two  tailors**  *0r  with  two 

founders,**  said  Dr.  Johnson,  intermpting  me, 
'*he  would  fall  a  talkine  on  the  method  of 
making  cannon,  diough  both  of  them  would 
soon  see  ^t  he  did  not  know  what  metal  a 
cannon  is  made  of.**  We  were  very  social  and 
merrj  in  his  room  this  forenoon.  In  die  even- 
ing the  company  danced  as  nsnaL  We  per- 
formed, with  much  activity,  a  danoe  whidi,  I 
suppose,  the  emigration  from  Sky  has  ooca* 
sioned.  They  call  it  Ameriea.  Each  of  the 
couples,  after  the  common  invobtOom  and  evo^ 
lwtion»^  snccessively  whirls  round  in  a  circle, 
till  aQ  are  in  motion;  and  the  dance  seems 
intended  to  show  how  emigration  catdies,  till 
a  whole  neishbourhood  n  set  aioat.  Mrs. 
M^Kinnon  told  me,  that  last  year,  when  a  ship 
sailed  from  Portree  for  AflMnca,  the  people  on 
rf»ore  were  almost  distracted  when  they  saw 
their  relations  go  off;  they  lay  down  on  the 

to  inn,  after  haviaf  been  employed  bf  L«d»«leo  aansa, 
both  ai  a  ibldler  and  a  ttatetman.  >-  Wmoirr. 

*  Dr.  Daniel  Wbltbr, bora  less,  died  rr«.  Hie  calikralai 
Paraphrase  and  Commentary  on  the  Nev  Tettaraent  was 
Srst JmblUbed  In  1708.  —  Waiorr. 

*  Bf  Henrj  Mackentle.  Tbougb  not,  perhaiM,  lo  pomalar 
at  the  **  Man  of  Kretlng  *'  bv  th^  same  arolabla  aathor  [anil, 
p.  m.].  the  **  Man  of  the  World  **  It  a  Terr  pathetic  tale. 
—  WALTia  Scorrr.  The  iimn  pf  th€  World  wat  pnbllthed 
in  1771^  without  tha  nana  oftha  aathttr.  —  Cbokhu 

*  Sir  Alexander  Maedonald.  —  CaoKn. 
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ground,  tumbled,  tnd  tore  the  gnm  with  their 
teeth.  This  year  there  was  not  ft  tear  ihed. 
The  people  on  the  shore  leemed  to  think  that 
thej  would  soon  follow.  This  indiflRsrenoe  is  a 
mortal  sign  for  the  country. 

We  danced  to-night  to  the  muno  of  the 
hagpi|)e,  which  made  us  beat  the  ground  with 
proaigious  force.  I  thouj^ht  it  Iwtter  to  en- 
deaYOur  to  conciliate  the  kindness  of  the  people 
of  Sky,  by  joining  heartily  in  their  amusements, 
than  to  play  the  abstract  scholar.  I  looked  on 
this  tour  to  the  Hebrides  as  a  oraarinership 
between  Dr.  Johnson  and  me.  Elach  was  to 
do  all  he  could  to  promote  its  success ;  and  I 
have  some  reason  to  flatter  myself^  that  my 
myer  exertions  were  of  service  to  us.  Dr. 
Johnson's  immense  fund  of  knowledge  and 
wit  was  a  wonderful  source  of  admiration  and 
delight  to  them ;  but  they  had  it  only  at  times ; 
and  they  required  to  have  the  intervals  agree- 
ably filled  up,  and  even  little  elucidations  of 
his  learned  text.  I  was  also  fortunate  enoush 
frequently  to  draw  him  forth  to  talk,  when  he 
would  otherwise  have  been  silent.  The  foun- 
tain was  at  times  locked  up,  till  I  opened  the 
spring.  It  was  curious  to  hear  the  Hebridians, 
when  any  dispute  h^ypened  while  he  was  out 
of  the  room,  sayine,  ^  Stay  till  Dr.  Johnson 
comes ;  say  that  to  mm/ ** 

Yesterdav,  Dr.  Johnson  said,  ^  I  cannot  but 
laugh,  to  think  of  mvself  roving  among  the 
Hebrides  at  sixty.  1  wonder  where  I  shall 
rove  at  fourscore  I  **  This  evening  he  disputed 
the  truth  of  what  is  said  as  to  the  people  of 
St  Kilda  catching  cold  whenever  strangers 
come.  ^  How  can  there,**  said  he,  **  be  a  phy- 
sical effect  without  a  physical  cause?**  He 
added,  laughing,  ^  the  arrival  of  a  ship  full  of 
strangers  would  kill  them ;  for,  if  one  strancer 
gives  them  one  cold,  two  strangers  must  give 
them  two  colds;  and  so  in  proportion.**  I 
wondered  to  hear  him  ridicule  this,  as  he  had 
praised  M^Aulay  for  putting  it  in  his  book ; 
saying,  that  it  was  manly  in  nim  to  tell  a  fact, 
however  strange,  if  he  himself  believed  it.  He 
said,  the  evidence  was  not  adequate  to  the  im- 
probability of  the  thing ;  that  if  a  physician, 
rather  disposed  to  be  incredulous,  shouhl  go  to 
St.  Kilda,  and  report  the  fact,  then  he  would 
begin  to  look  about  him.  They  said,  it  was 
annually  proved  by  Macleod*s  steward,  on 
whose  amval  all  tlie  inhabitants  caught  cold. 
H«  joenlwlr  >«ni«ind.  -T1i«  .teW  dw.y. 
comes  to  demand  something  from  them ;  and 
so  they  fall  a  coughing.^    I  suppose  the  people 

in  Sky  all  take  a  cold  when" (naming  a 

oertam  person)  comes.**  They  said,  he  came 
only  in  summer.  Johnsok.  **  That  is  out  cf 
tenderness  to  you.  Bad  weather  and  he,  at 
the  same  time,  would  be  too  much.** 


I  8c«  mmli.  p.  I<)1.,  M,  at  IcMt.  IsfHitoiM  loltttlOB  of  thlc 

«•  CBOfttH. 
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MntOH  leavei  the  /«/«  of  Sky,  —  J  Skora.—  Dritn 
into  CoL  —  Hit  jippearamet  on  a  Shtitie,  —  5ra 
A'dhicM.  —  •*  Bunut*9  Owm  Tima,  *  ^  Hn. 
Hedor  BtLean. — Ba^e,  Lnbrndx,  amd  Cknkt, 

—  Smrwey  of  CoL  —  GrisnpcL  —  Cuetmhm,  — 
Intular  Ltft.  —  Sooff^  •>  Hatyin  foam*  tri.'^ 
Broameka.  —  Joknaom*§  Fower  of  Bidietk.  — 
Ha^meto  in  a  Cotlagt,  — AtMet  to  Laadiv^u 

—  Pnttndod  Brother  of  Jokmmm,  ^  Cortit  Lift 
of  Ormamd,  —  Family  of  CdL^Ltttert  hg  Moo^ 
trott. 

Sundojfj  Oct.  3.— JosxTH  reported  thtt  dc 
wind  was  still  against  us.  Dr.  Johnson  laid, 
**  A  wind,  or  not  a  wind?  that  is  the  qu««- 
tion  ;**  for  he  can  amuse  himself  at  times  nitii 
a  little  play  of  words,  or  rather  sentences.  I 
remember  when  he  turned  his  cup  at  Aber- 
brothick,  where  we  drank  tea,  he  nutterfd, 

ClaudUe  jam^  rivas^  P'^'  ^  ^^^^  *S^°  ^'* 
again  apologize  to  fastidious  reiders,  for  re- 
cording sucn  minute  particulars.  Tbej  proie 
the  scrupulous  fidelity  of  my  Journal.  i>r. 
Johnson  said  it  was  a  very  exact  picture  of  « 
portion  of  his  life. 

While  we  were  chatting  in  the  indolent  stv« 
of  men  who  were  to  stay  here  all  this  day  it 
least,  we  were  suddenly  roused  at  being  to!J 
that  the  wind  was  fair,  that  a  little  fleit  i'i 
herring-busses  was  passing  by  for  Mull,  m^ 
that  Mr.  Simpson's  vessel  waf  about  to  ftx:i. 
Hugh  McDonald,  the  dupper,  came  to  us,  •:.  i 
was  impatient  that  we  should  get  readr,  whx  t 
we  soon  did.  Dr.  Johnson,  with  comp  ?ur( 
and  solenmity,  repeated  the  observation  of 
Epictetus,  that,  **as  man  has  the  vovspo  v( 
death  before  him,  —  whatever  may  be  Lis  <n^ 
plovment,  he  should  be  ready  at  the  ma>tir'f 
call ;  and  an  old  man  should  never  be  fsr  irra 
the  shore,  lest  he  should  not  be  able  to  c' 
himself  reiidy.**  He  rode,  and  I  and  the « :-  <7 
gentlemen  walked,  about  an  English  mitr  to 
the  shore,  where  the  vessel  lay.  Dr.  Jubcvn 
said  he  should  never  forget  Sky,  and  returtW 
thanks  for  all  civilities.  We  were  carried  to 
the  vessel  in  a  small  boat  which  she  had,  ssi 
we  set  sail  very  brisklv  about  one  o  cidck.  I 
was  much  pleased  with  the  motioQ  for  m:cv 
hours.  Dr.  Johnson  grew  sick,  and  rrtirfd 
under  cover,  as  it  rained  a  good  deal.  I  k't* 
above,  that  I  might  have  fr^  air,  and  finvi.r^ 
myself  not  affected  by  the  motion  of  tbe  if^*^* 
I  exulted  in  being  a  stout  tff'*"i  v}^^  1^* 
Johnson  was  quite  in  a  state  of  aanihiltiii^ 
But  I  was  soon  humbled ;  for  after  ims^nn  i$ 
that  I  could  go  with  ease  to  America  or  tte 
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Eait  Indiei,  I  bectme  verr  rick,  but  kept 
ibore  board  though  it  rained  hard. 
'  As  we  had  been  detained  so  long  in  Skj  bj 
bad  weather,  we  gave  up  the  scheme  that  Col 
I  had  phorned  for  us  of  viriting  several  islands, 
ind  ooDtented  ourselTes  with  the  prospect  of 
Kcinr  Moll,  and  loolmkill  and  Inchkenneth, 
which  lie  near  to  it. 

Mr.  Simpson  was  sanguine  in  his  hopes  for 

iwhi7e,  the  wind  being  niir  for  us.    He  said  he 

<  would  hud  us  at  Icolmkill  that  night.    But 

wben  the  wind  fiuled,  it  was  resolved  we  should 

nuke  for  the  Sound  of  Mull,  and  land  in  the 

karbour  of  Tobennorie.    We  kept  near  the 

fire  herring  vessels  for  some  time ;  but  after- 

vvds  four  of  them  got  before  us,  and  one 

little  wherrj  fell  behind  us.    When  we  got  in 

/iiU  riew  of  the  point  of  Ardnamurchan,  the 

wind  changed,  and  was  directly  against  our 

'  petting  into   the    Sound.     We    were    then 

obliged  to  tack,  and  get  forward  in  that  tedious 

maimer.    As  we  advanced,  the  storm  grew 

IPcater,  and  the  sea  verj  rough.     Col  then 

besan  to  talk  of  making  for  Egg,  or  Canna,  or 

bii  own  island.     Our  skipper  said,  he  would 

ret  08  mto  die  Sound.    Having  strnsgled  for 

this  a  good  while  in  vain,  he  said,  he  would 

P«h  forward  till  we  were  near  the  land  of 

jf  oil,  where  we  might  cast  anchor,  and  lie  till 

the  morning ;  for  although,  before  this,  there 

had  been  a  good  moon,  and  I  had  prettj  dis- 

tmaJT  seen  not  onlj  the  land  of  MuU,  but  up 

the  &wttd,  and  the  countrj  of  Morven  as  at 

'^e  end  of  it,  the  night  was  now  grown  verv 

iaHb.    Our  crew  co^isted  of  one  M*Donala, 

'^  ikipper,  and  two  sailors,  one  of  whom  had 

^  -It  one  eve ;  Mr.  Simpson,  himself,  Col^  and 

Hq;*h  M*J[>oiiald  his  servant,  all  helped.  Simp- 

••^  said,  be  would  willingly  go  for  Col,  if 

r'vn^  Col  or  his  servant  would  undertake  to 

pQot  OS  to  a  harbour ;  but,  as  the  island  is  low 

and,  it  was  dnnfferous  to  ruh  upon  it  in  the 

^^    Col  andliis  servant  appeared  a  little 

dahiooa.    The  scheme  of  running  for  Canna 

*>en(d  then  to  be  embraced ;  but  Canna  was 

^  leagues  ofl^  all  out  of  our  waj ;  and  thej 

^^^  afraid  to  nttcmpt  the  harbour  of  Egjjp. 

^  these  different  plans  were  succesrively  m 

■^^tatjon.    The  old  skipper  still  tried  to  make 

f'v  the  land  of  Mull;  but  then  it  was  consi- 

^m)  that  ther«  was  no  place  there  where  we 

''vald  anchor  in  snfetjr.  Much  time  was  lost  in 

ahrmg  against  the  storm.    At  last  it  became 

*'  r*Ni2h,  and  threatened  to  be  so  much  worse, 

thtt  Col  and  his  servant  Um^  more  courage, 

ttd  sMd  tbc7  woiald  undertake  to  hit  one  of 


vltli  which  tli«  AodMxm 
In  thli  pivCMa  w«r«  ra- 
the BiofniuhlaU  I>ktlOMrjr,**or 
*  Mi2  lifrt.Plosgl  Mfs,  (  Jm/» 
Che  pioitt,  Um  vtituoos,  and 


^s^zsisr^^ 


«-«•«.  <■»»<■><  Ma,"  mn  the  I 
»«<•  af  Miirf  aoS  of  ICAr  AMT^i  ** 

*^.  ^  ML)  «■  lUwhMvorth.  f] 
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(which  Mr.  Mvklaodbat  bum  fo  good 

Co  ••)«  MalM,  that,  **  aft«r  Hawketworth 

*•  Ant  *«fasBt  ha  vaa  ailackad  Mvaralf 

bf  A  wrilir  who  dcnad  hlmMlfif  CkrU' 


the  harbours  in  Col.  ^  Then  let  us  run  for  it 
in  6od*8  name,**  said  the  skipper;  and  in- 
stantly we  turned  towards  it.  The  little  wherry 
which  had  fallen  behind  us  had  hard  work.  The 
master  begged  that,  if  we  made  for  Col,  we 
should  put  out  a  li^^t  to  him.  Accordingly, 
one  of  the  sailors  waved  a  glowing  peat  for 
some  time.  The  various  difficulties  that  were 
started  ^ve  me  a  good  deal  of  apprehension, 
from  which  I  was  relieved,  when  1  found  we 
were  to  run  for  a  harbour  before  the  wind. 
But  my  relief  was  but  of  short  duration ;  for  I 
soon  heard  that  our  sails  were  yerj  bad,  and 
were  in  danger  of  being  torn  in  pieces,  in  which 
case  we  should  be  driven  upon  the  rocky  shore 
of  Col.  It  was  very  dark,  and  there  was  a 
heav^  and  incessant  rain.  The  sparks  of  the 
bummg  neat  flew  so  much  about,  that  I  dreaded 
the  venel  might  take  fire.  Then,  as  Col  was  a 
sportsman,  and  had  powder  on  board,  I  figured 
tnat  we  might  be  blown  up.  Simpson  and  he 
appeared  a  little  frightened,  which  made  me 
more  so ;  and  the  perpetual  talking,  or  rather 
shouting,  which  was  carried  on  in  £ne,  alarmed 
me  still  more.  A  man  is  always  suspicious  of 
what  is  saying  in  an  unknown  tongue ;  and,  if 
fear  be  his  passion  at  the  time,  he  grows  more 
afnud.  Our  vessel  often  lay  so  much  on  one 
side,  that  I  trembled  lest  she  should  be  overset ; 
and  indeed  they  told  me  afterwards,  that  they 
had  run  her  sometimes  to  within  an  inch  of  the 
water,  so  anxious  were  they  to  make  what  haste 
they  could  before  the  night  should  be  worse.  I 
now  saw  what  I  never  saw  before,  a  prodigious 
sea,  with  immense  billows  coming  upon  a  vessel, 
so  as  that  it  seemed  hardly  possible  to  escape. 
There  was  something  granoly  horrible  in  the 
sight.  I  am  fflad  I  have  seen  it  once.  Amidst 
alithese  terrifying  circumstances,  I  endeavoured 
to  compose  my  mind.  It  was  not  easy  to  do 
it ;  for  all  the  stories  that  I  had  heard  of  the 
dangerous  sailing  among  the  Hebrides,  which 
isprovcrbial,  came  full  upon  my  recollection. 
When  I  thought  of  those  who  were  dearest  to 
me,  and  would  suffer  severelv,  should  I  be  lost, 
I  upbraided  myself,  as  not  naving  a  sufficient 
cause  for  putting  myself  in  such  danger.  Piety 
afforded  me  comfort ;  yet  I  was  disturbed  by 
the  objections  that  have  been  made  against  a 
particular  providence,  and  by  the  arguments 
of  those  who  maintain  that  it  is  in  vun  to  hope 
that  the  petiUons  of  an  individual,  or  even  of 
congregauons,  can  have  any  influence  with  the 
Deity ;  objections  which  have  been  ofVen  made, 
and  which  Dr.  Hawkesworth '  has  lately  re* 
vived,  in  his  Preface  to  the  Voyages  to  the 


Umm,  for  toaaa  taoata  Id  that  work,  which  lo  prrjrad  on  hia 
•otrlla  that  ha  put  an  and  to  hIa  Ufa  hf  a  larga  doaa  of  opium.** 
Thora  la  womm  raaaoo.  bowavar,  to  baUare  that  thaia  accounta 
—both  of  tha  public  tndianatton,  and  of  Dr.  Hawkeiworth'a 
conaaquant  dUtrrta  of  nlnd— wara  axafaeratad  ;  for  bawaa, 
betwaen  tha  publication  of  hIa  praCiaealn  Spring,  I77S.  and 
hia  daath  In  th^  Norembar  of  tho  aama  yaar,  elactad  a 
Dinner  9f  Ike  Emtt  Imttim  CoMfMi^.— a  diatlnctloo  which. 
If  tha  aceouota  befora-mantlooad  vara  tma.  It  la  not  likalr 
that  ha  should  hava  dthar  aolldlad  or  obtalnad.  In  tha 
pariodlcala  of  tha  day  ha  la  stated  to  hava  **dlad  of  a  Ungar- 
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Soallh  SeM;  Imt  Dr.  Ogden**  melleBt  doe- 
trine  OB  the  effieacT  of  interceMkm  firevailed. 

It  wai  half  an  lour  after  deven  before  we 
set  ouTMlres  in  the  oonrw  for  Col.  At  I  aaw 
tfaem  bXL  hasj  doing  something,  I  naked  Coi, 
with  much  eamestnesi,  what  I  ooidd  do.  He, 
with  a  ha»p7  readinen,  not  into  my  hand  a 
rope,  whicn  was  fixed  to  tae  top  of  one  of  the 
masts,  and  told  me  to  hold  it  till  he  bade  me 
null.  If  Ihadoonaidaredthe  mafttcr,lmigfat 
naTe  seen  that  this  ooold  not  be  «f  the  mat 
serrice ;  but  his  obiect  was  to  keep  me  out  of 
the  way  of  those  who  were  busr  weridng  the 
▼easd,  and  at  the  mdw  time  to  ditrert  mj  ftar, 
by  enudojtnFine,  and  making  me  think  that  I 
was  ofuse.  ulins  did  I  stand  firm  to  my  pest, 
while  the  wind  and  rain  beat  vpon  me,  altpija 
expecting  a  call  to  poll  my  rope. 

The  man  with  one  eye  steeKd;  old  McDonald, 

and  Orf  and  Ins  aerrant,  lay  upon  the  teeeasde, 

looking  shaip  out  for  tlie  narbonr.    It  was 

necessaiy  to  carry  vudh  dM^  as  th^  tesaaed 

it,  that  is  to  say,  maehaail,  in  order  to  keep  tim 

▼easel  off  the  more  ef  Col.    Tliis  made  ▼iolent 

plunging  in  a  rough  sea.    At  last  they  spied 
-w     . .  « >ni  ■       j»  **Thank 


God,  we  are  safof  **    We  ran  «p  till  we  ^ 
opposite  to  it,  and  soon  aftenraros  we  got  into 
it,  and  east  andior. 

Dr.  Johnson  had  all  this  time  been  qnieC  and 
UBConoemed.  He  had  lain  down  on  one  of  the 
beds,  and  having  got  free  from  aickneas,  was 
satisfied.  The  tnitti  is,heknewnodihigofthe 
danger  we  were  in ' ;  but,  fearless  and  moon* 
cemed,  m^t  hxre  said,  in  the  words  whieh  he 
has  chosen  for  the  motto  to  his  **  RamUer,** 

**  Quo  me  ennque  rrnptt  tenipciUi,  dderor  hospcL*** 

Once,  during  the  doubtfril  consultations,  he 
asked  whither  we  were  going;  and  upon  being 
told  that  it  was  not  certain  whether  to  MaU  or 
Col,  he  cried,  ^Col  for  mv  money!"  I  now 
went  down,  with  Cd  and  Mr.  Simpaon,  to  visit 
him.  He  was  lyi^g  in  philosophic  tranquillity 
with  a  greyhound  of  CoTn  at  his  back,  keeping 
him  warm.  Col  is  quite  the  Jwoemg  fw*  gmdet 
camlnu.  He  had,  when  we  left  Talisker,  two 
greyhounds,  two  terriers,  a  pointer,  and  a  large 

tof  ferer.**    Oiw  l»  wilMpy  tolmf  that «  Hfe  Bke  Bavtet- 
wortli*!,  wp&t/t  !■  ■dnmtnia  tha  hMnwits  of  BMin 
Mllfton,  was  aot  m  niaanal j  ctooSaJ  at  its  vary 
CaoKta. 

•  ll«at1aaat«aiaM|^orit,1oMiMI«ila1ln 
**  Aftar  kavlns  hma  datalnad  Uf  atoraa  many  4ay»  at  Skla, 
wa  left  It,  as  wa  Cbousht,  with  a  fair  wind  i  but  a  Tlolmt 

Sat,  which  B»awan  hai  a  graat  ahid  to  aalla  taapaat, 
xmA  at  IdIoCpI,  an  obacura  ltlaod«  oo  which -.'nulla 
canpit  arbor  cativi  uticatur  aiira.***^  liMrt.—  CaocBm. 
Thcnr  riaqoe.  In  a  tea  full  of  ialaafa,  waa  vaij  comlilaribla. 
InilaaS,  tha  whoto  oMiaiiHkm  waa  highljr  nanlam,  eonatdar* 
incthoMaaon  ofthavmr.tha  pracwtooi dMoea of  gattint 


notwlthttaodlnt  tha  oiipefftanltin,  I  mn  aay  Ik 
of  thair  Bitoation,  ara  veij  eareleai  ana  anwiau 
WALTia  SeoTT. 

*  •*  For  a»  tha  tampmt  dri^at,  I  rthapa  my  way.*— 
Hor.  1.  Bp.  I.  IS.  — BoawKi.. 

*  This  wag  irabahlj  the  lanw  Mnd  of  aaSHmHiiai 

~  to  hiaa,  at  an  aarllar  parioS. 

(and,  pL  M.)— WaMm 


Kewfoondlaml  water»dog.  He  lost  ens  of  his 
terriers  by  the  road,  but  had  s^  five  do;B 
with  htm.  I  was  very  ill,  and  vary  denroni  tu 
gettoshore.  When  I  was  toU  that  we  cooU 
not  husd  that  night,  as  the  storm  had  mm  ia- 
oreaaed,  I  looked  ao  miserably,  as  Col  after* 
warda  infonaed  me,  that  what  fihskspesre  has 
made  the  Frenchman  say  of  the  Ei^^iiih  sol- 
diers, whan  aeantily  dieted,  **  Pitosos  they  will 
look,  lyoe  drowned  auceP  nqght,  I  bdiere, 
have  been  well  ^ipfied  to  me.  There  wai  m 
ihe  httteur,  before  us,  a  CSampbeB-tova  w»- 
ael,  dw  jBstty,  Keaasth  Moriaon  master,  takiaf 
m  kelp,  and  bound  for  Ireland.  We  seat  our 
boat  to  beg  beds  for  tira  ipentlemen,  sad  tfcti 
the  master  would  send  hia  boat,  which  vn 
larger  than  onrs.  He  aooordiaglv  did  so,  sad 
Cm  sad  I  were  aooonnnodated  in  ms  vesMl  uil 
tne  momouF. 

Mtmdaf,  Oct  4.-*Abont  eight  o'clock  «e 
went  in  Um  boat  to  Mr,  Simpson's  ve»el,nd 
took  in  Dr.  Johnson.  He  was  quite  w^ 
™**— g*  he  had  tasted  notosng  but  a  din  of  let 
sinoe  Saturday  night.  On  oar  eauimiBg  warn 
amrprise  at  thss,  he  said,  that  •"  whea  he  Jod^ 
in  the  Temple,  and  had  no  regular  sfiteB  d 
ife,he  had  frated  for  two  di^  at  a  tone,  dsi^ 
ing  which  he  had  man  about  visiting,  tboath 
not  at  the  hoars  of  dinner  er  anpper;  thstsc 
had  drunk  tea,  but  eaten  vo  bread;  that  tlii 
waa  no  intentional  foadng*,  bnt  happened  ji^ 
in  the  oonrae  of  a  literary  life.** 

There  waa  a  little  miaerabfe  pnhfie-ho«e 
dose  upon  the  shore,  to  which  we  shooU  bsic 
gone,  had  we  Isnded  last  night :  batthisnon* 
ing  CW  resolved  to  tako  ua  directly  to  the  hoBfe 

of  Captain  Laachlan  M'Lcan,  a  deseeadrntoT 
his  iaaiily,  who  had  aequired  a  fottane  ia  i^ 
EaatImfiea,aodtakenafanninCaL  Wckad 
about  an  Engfiah  mile  to  go  to  k.  Oimd 
Joaeph,  and  aooae  othera,  ran  to  sobs  licth 
horses,  called  hers  sMttat,  that  were  ranab^ 
wild  on  a  heath,  and  catchcd  one  of  them.  1^ « 
had  a  saddle  with  us,  which  waa  dtfiped  aroa 
it,  and  a  straw  halter  waa  put  on  its  heai  Dr 
Johnson  waa  then  mounted,  and  Joaiph  rtn 
slowly  and  gravely  led  the  hone.  I  ^id  i* 
Dr.  Johnson, «"!  wish.  Sir,  Iftt  oUmw 
tibis  attitude."  * 
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It  wai  a  Tery  hoLvy  ram,  md  I  was  wet  to 
the  akin.  Captain  M^Leaa  had  bnl  a  poor 
temporarj  iMMtae,  or  imtiber  hat;  however,  it 
VIS  a  verj  good  haEvea  to  m.  There  was  a 
bhzing  peat  ibe,  and  Mra.  M'Lean,  daB|diter 
of  the  miaiiter  of  the  pariih,  got  as  tea.  1  felt 
still  the  motion  of  the  sea.  Dr.  JohnMm  aaid, 
it  was  not  in  the  inagiaation,  bat  a  oontinu- 
ation  of  motioB  on  the  teida,  like  that  9£  the 
set  itielf  after  the  aterai  if  over. 

There  were  aoaae  hooka  on  the  board  whieh 
aerred  ai  a  chimnej^pieoe.  Dr.  Johnson  took 
i^>  ^'Biiniet's  History  of  his  own  ISaws."  He 
said,  "  The  int  part  of  it  is  one  of  the  most 
eotertaiai^g  boatts  in  the  Knglish  laagnage ;  it 
is  quite  dsunatic :  while  he  went  abmit  every 
vheTCi  Mw  every  where,  and  heard  evoy 
vhere.  By  the  mt  part,  I  mean  so  fitr  as  it 
appears  tliat  Burnet  Idbnself  was  aetsatty  en- 
l^afed  in  what  he  has  toU ;  and  this  may  be 
mly  Atbigniabed.*'  Captain  McLean  een- 
mdfiemet,  ftr  his  hi^h  nraise  of  Laadcrdale 
is  a  dedication,  when  &  hiows  hini  in  his  his- 
torj  to  have  been  so  bad  a  man.  JonwMr.  *^  I 
dDBOt  think,»ysel4  thatamaashottldaay  in 
adedicstien  whiA  he  could  not  say  in  a  history. 
HeveTer,  aUowanoe  afaouid  be  made;  for  there 
is  t  great  difieraneb  The  known  style  of  a 
dofiotion  is  flattery:  it  professes  to  flatter. 
Here  is  the  same  difierenee  between  what  a 
man  sajs  in  a  dedication,  and  what  he  sajs  in 
t  history,  as  between  a  hnryer*8  pleadrnf^  a 
canse,  and  reporting  it." 

IM  wad  became  nur  for  Mall  m  the  evenings 
and  Mr.  Simpson  resolved  to  sail  neact  mormng; 
hat  having  been  Anwwn  into  the  island  of  Col, 
ve  were  anwaUiag  to  leave  it  unesaauaed, 
eapedally  as  we  canaidered  that  the  Campbell- 
tovn  venel  weald  sail  for  Mail  in  a  day  or  two ; 
lad  therefore  we  determined  to  stay. 

Tsefdny,  0€i»  £. — I  lose,  and  wrete  my 
Joinisl  tUl  abovt  aaae,  and  then  went  to 
Dr.  Johiison»  who  sat  np  in  bed  and  talked 
and  laughed.  I  said«  it  was  euzious  to  look 
^>ack  ten  T^en,  to  the  time  when  we  first 
thought  of  rifliiin^  the  Hebrides.  How  dis- 
tant and  improbable  the  scheme  then  appeared  I 
Tet  here  we  were  actually  among  them.  ^  Sir,** 
ttid  he,  *^peopie  nu^  oome  to  do  any  thing 
shnost,  by  ta&in^  of  it.  I  really  believe  I 
could  talk  mysdf  mto  btulding  a  house  upon 
Island  Isa,  thoogh  I  should  probably  never 
come  back  arun  to  see  it.  I  could  eamly  per- 
suade Reynolds  to  do  it;  and  there  would  be 
iK>  great  sin  in  penuading  him  to  do  it.  Sir, 
^ voald reason  tfans:  'What will  it  oeet  me  to 
be  there  once  in  two  or  three  summers  f  Why, 
perhaps,  five  hundred  pounds ;  and  what  is  that, 
m  comparison  of  having  a  fine  retreat,  to  which 
aman  can  go,  or  to  which  he  can  send  a  friend? ' 
He  would  never  find  out  that  he  may  have  this 


Utttdhcrti 
■ovvbo 


•xCrendf,-.  7%r  Motidn,    Tell  me,  dear, 
tile  dettai,  BOd  who  took  the  lULroeues ; 
t  ciM  not  OTM  foed  m  one  tees  on  Auch 


within  twenty  miles  «f  London.  Then  I  would 
tell  him,  that  he  may  marry  osie  of  the  Miss 
Macleods,  a  lad^  of  great  foasily.  Sir,  it  is 
surprising,  how  people  will  go  to  a  distance,  for 
what  they  may  have  at  home.  I  knew  a  lady* 
who  came  np  from  Lincolnshire  to  Knights- 
bridge  with  one  of  her  dai^ten,  and  gave  five 
SBsneas  a  week  for  a  lodging  and  a  warm  bath ; 
ttiat  is,  aaere  warm  water.  That^  you  know, 
oonld  not  be  had  in  Lmeobmkirel  She  said,  it 
was  made  either  too  hot  or  too  oold  there.** 

Afier  breakfoat,  Dr.  Johnson  and  I,  and 
Joseph,  mounted  horses,  and  Col  and  the  cap- 
tain walioed  with  as  about  a  short  mile  across 
the  island.  We  paid  a  visit  to  the  Bev.  Mr. 
Hector  McLean.  His  parish  consists  of  the 
islaads  of  Col  aad  Tyr*yL  He  was  about 
seventy-seven  years  of  age,  a  decent  eede- 
siastic,  dressed  in  a  full  suit  of  black  olothes, 
aad  a  black  wig.  He  appeasned  like  a  Dutch 
pastor,  or  one  «  the  ^.Meia^  ofDiwiaea^  at 
Westminster.  Dr,  Johnasn  observed  to  me 
afterwards,  ^  that  he  was  a  fine  old  man,  and 
was  as  well  dressed,  and  had  as  much  disnity 
in  his  appearance,  as  the  desn  of  a  cathecbral. 
We  were  tofai  that  he  had  a  vahiahle  libnury, 
thoogh  bat  poor  aooomnwdatioa  for  it,  beinr 
obli^d  to  keep  his  books  in  lai|^  chests.  It 
was  eaiious  to  see  him  snd  Dr.  Johnson 
togc^er.  Keither  of  them  heard  very  dis- 
tincdy;  so  each  of  them  talked  in  his  own 
vray,  aad  at  the  same  time.  Mr.  McLean  said^ 
he  had  a  eonftrtataon  of  Bayle,  by  Leibnitz. 
Jomaov. «"  A  confutation  of  Bayle,  Sir  I  What 
part  ef  Bayle  do  you  mean?  The  paatest 
part  of  his  writings  is  not  cenfiitahfe:  itishis- 
terieal  and  critical.**  Mr.M'Lean  said,  •'the 
inr^igious  psrt;**  and  praceedcd  to  talk  of 
Leibnitz*s  controversy  with  Clarke,  Galling 
Leibniti  a  great  man.  Johnsoh.  **  Why,  Sir, 
Leibaits  persisted  in  affirmiag  that  l^wton 
called  ^ace  aeasoratm  asaaaas,  notwithstanding 
he  was  corrected,  and  desired  to  observe  that 
Newton*s  words  were  quasi  tetuorium  wtimiat's. 
No,  Sir;  Leibttits  was  as  paltry  a  fellow  as  I 
knew.  Oat  <^reapect  to  (j^ieen  Caroline,  who 
patroxnsed  him,  Clarke  treated  him  too  welL** 

During  the  time  that  Dr.  Johnson  was  thus 
going  on,  the  old  minister  was  standing  with 
his  hanck  to  the  6rey  cresting  up  erect,  pulling 
down  the  front  of  his  periwig,  and  talking  what 
a  great  aum  Leibnita  was.  To  give  an  idea  of 
the  scene  would  require  a  page  with  two 
oohmins;  but  it  onamt  rather  to  be  repre- 
sented by  two  good  jpayers.    The  old  gentle- 


Clarke  was  very  wicked,  for  going  so 
much  into  the  Arian  system.  **!  will  not  say 
he  was  wicked,**  said  Dr.  Johnson ;  '^  he  might 
be  mistaken.**  M'Lkah.  ^  He  was  widced,  to 
shut  his  eyes  minst  the  Scriptures;  and 
worthy  men  in  ^inrland  have  since  confuted 
him  to  all  intents  and  purposes.**    Joaaaov. 


WUptik  IvCteMMW.  Hmrek  U.  1741 — P.Cii»* 
-1  Mra.  LangUm,  the  mother  of  hit  friend.  —  Gaoa^ 
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**  I  know  not  who  hai  confuted  him  to  all  i«- 
tenii  and  mtrpoMi***  Here  again  there  was  a 
doable  talking,  each  continuing  to  maintain  hia 
own  argument,  without  hearing  exactly  what 
the  other  said. 

I  regretted  that  Dr.  Johnson  did  not  practise 
the  art  of  accommodating  himself  to  oifferent 
sorts  of  people.  Had  he  been  softer  with  this 
venerable  old  man,  we  might  have  had  more 
conversation;  but  his  forcible  spirit,  and  im* 
pctuosity  of  manner,  maj  be  said  to  spare 
neither  sex  nor  age  J  I  have  seen  even  Mrs. 
Thrale  stunned ;  but  I  have  often  maintained, 
that  it  is  better  he  should  retain  his  own  man- 
ner. Piiabilitv  of  address  I  conceive  to  be  in- 
consistent with  that  majestic  power  of  mind 
which  he  possesses,  and  which  produces  such 
noble  effects.  A  loftj  oak  will  not  bend  like  a 
supple  willow. 

He  told  me  afterwards,  he  liked  firmness  in 
an  old  man,  and  was  pleased  to  see  Mr.  McLean 
so  orthodox.  ^  At  his  ase,  it  is  too  late  for  a 
man  to  be  asking  himself  questions  as  to  his 
belief." 

We  rode  to  the  northern  part  of  the  island, 
where  we  saw  the  ruins  of  a  church  or  chapel. 
We  then  proceeded  to  a  place  called  Ghrissipol, 
or  the  rough  pool. 

At  Grissipol  we  found  >^  good  farm-house, 
belonging  to  the  Laird  of  (x>I,  and  possessed 
by  Mr.  M^Swejn.  On  the  beach  here  there  is 
a  singular  variety  of  curious  stones.  I  picked 
up  one  very  like  a  small  cucumber.  By  the 
by.  Dr.  Johnson  told  me  that  Gay*s  line  in  the 
^*  Beggar's  Opera,**  '*As  men  should  serve  a 
cucumber,**  &c.*,  has  no  waggish  meaning,  with 
reference  to  men  flinginff  away  cucumbers  as 
too  eooiingy  which  some  have  thought;  for  it 
has  been  a  common  saying  of  physicians  in 
England,  that  a  cucumber  should  be  well 
sliced,  and  dressed  with  pepper  and  vinegar, 
and  then  thrown  out,  as  good  for  nothmg. 
Mr.  M^Sweyn's  predeoessors  had  been  in  Sky 

*  If  Dr.  Johnion  had  not  bam  to  Um  habit  of  raadlng  tlw 
JouroaU  we  »hoaUU  Instaad  of  tbto  ramoMtranee,  ivaataoad 
with  so  much  eztanoaUoD  and  flatterr,  bava  hcra  had  Um 
deCaUa  of  Uia  harahnen  which  Botwell  rccraU,  and  whkh 
muit  have  been  pretty  aevera  to  remind  Boewall  that  hie 
violence  **  ipared  neither  age  nor  sex.**  —  Cao&sa. 


s  **  I  woDder  an  J  nun  alive  ahoold 
For  wImo  shrl  droM'd  with  care 

Sne*  and  sa^i 
At  men   •boutd 
awaf.**-.WiiOBT. 


rear  a  danghtar  I 
and  coet,  all  tempiinf. 


•erva  a 


*  M'Swynahae  an  awkward  eooad,  but  the  nana  It  haM  to 
be  of  high  antiquity,  both  in  the  Hebridai  and  the  north  of 
Irrland.  ~  WaL-nn  Soorr.  In  the  connty  of  Donegal,  in 
the  North  of  Ireland,  a  elngular  hole  In  a  diff.  communi- 
cating with  a  cave  below,  through  which,  in  certain  cirrum- 
•tancee  of  the  tea  and  wind,  the  epray  li  driven  up  with  great 
force,  it  called  Mt8whm*%  (for  M'8weyn*t)  Gm.  The  name, 
no  doubt,  was  originally  Scandinavian,  but  leeme  to  have 
been  ettaMlehcd  In  Bngland  before  the  Conaoeit.  ■*  in 
FerlcU  (Fernely,  Yorfcfhire)  GoduIn  et  fcm 
*c.  obi  nunc  hdieC  llbertut  da  Lacy***  — 
— >  CaoKta. 

4  tUigtm  fomm  (tea  natf,  p.  SU.>*  A  vary  popular  air 
in  the  HebrUea.  written  to  the  pralie  and  glorr  of  Allan 
Mutdartach,  or  Allan  of  Muidart,  a  chief  of  the  (haaranald 
fteUv.  The  following  it  a  tramlatlon  of  ii  by  a  fair  Mend 
of  mfne  (the  lata  Margaret  Maclean  Oaphana.  Mewhioimei 
ofKorthamptoolt—  — -r-— . 


from  a  very  remote  period,  upon  tbe  mtite 
belonging  to  Madeod ;  probabfy  before  Mac- 
leod^  had  it.  The  name  is  oertunlj  Nor- 
wegian', from  Sueno,  King  of  Norway.  The 
Dresent  Mr.  M'Swejrn  left  Sk  v  upon  the  lite 
Macleod*s  raising  his  rents.  He  then  got  thii 
fiurm  from  Cd. 

He   appau«d  to  be  near  fonncore;  but 
looked  as  fresh,  and  was  as  strong,  at  a  man  of 
fifty.    His  son  Hugh  looked  older;  and,  u 
Dr.  Johnson  observed,  had  more  the  numnen 
of  an  old  man  than  he.    I  had  often  hetrd  of 
such    instances,  but  never  saw  one  before. 
Birs.  M^Sweyn  was  a  decent  old  gentlewomiB.  , 
She  was  dressed  in  tartan,  and  oouki  speik  I 
nothing  but  Erse.    She  said,  she  taught  Sir  < 
James  McDonald  Erse,  and  would  teach  me 
soon.    I  could  now  sin^  a  verse  of  the  wof  1 
HatjfinfoanC  eri\  made  m  honour  of  Allan,  the 
famous  captain  of  Clanranald,  who  fell  at  Sher-  , 
rif-muir :  whose  servant,  who  lay  on  the  UM 
watching  his  master*s  dead  body,  being  asked 
next  day  who  that  was,  answered,  ^  He  waa  a 
man  yesterday.** 

We  were  entertained  here  with  a  pnmitife 
heartiness.  Whisky  was  served  round  ia  a 
shell,  according  to  the  ancient  Highland  castom. 
Dr.  Johnson  would  not  partake  of  it ;  bot 
being  desirous  to  do  honour  to  the  modes  "*</ 
other  times,**  drank  some  water  out  of  the 
•helL 

In  the  forenoon  Dr.  Johnson  said,  **•  It  voiud 
require  great  resignation  to  live  in  one  of  the»f 
islands.  Boswkxx.  **  I  don*t  know.  Sir;  I  hare 
felt  myself  at  times  in  a  state  of  almo9t  mre 
physical  existence,  satisfied  to  eat,  diink,  and 
sleep,  and  walk  about,  and  enjov  mv  ova 
thoughts:  and  I  can  figure  a  continuation  of 
this.  JoBVSoH.  ••  Ay,  Sir ;  but  if  yon  ▼•  rr 
shut  up  here,  your  own  thoughts  would  uir* 
ment  you :  you  would  think  of  Edinburgh.  <r 
of  London,  and  that  you  could  not  be  tb<«\*.'' 

We  set  out  after  dinner  for  Breacacha^  the 


**  Come,  bere*f  a  ptedge  to ' 

Wa  quaff  Che  blood«rad'vlB« ; 
A  health  to  Allan  Mnldart  boM, 
The  dearart  lore  of  mine. 


CaoROi. 


**  1¥han  vaTai  bhnr  mirif 

And  none  the  bark  may  Hear  ; 

The  gnn  of  AUan*s  Mrong  rtf  ht  bead 

Compeb  bar  home  to  veer,     dloim.  e 


'  Along,  along,  then  haato  w«hj 
For  here  no  more  rn  etav  ; 

ni  braid  and  bind  mj  trva 
And  o'er  the  hUU  awnj. 


And  when  to  oU  Kllphedar 


8aeh  troopeof  damaebnf  s 
8af ,  eame  they  there  for  Xlba'e  hiMa. 
or  came  Ih^  Ihara  to  pray  ?    Ala^ 

*•  And  when  theee  damee  Tf'iartj  wwrm 
Were  dancing  In  the  hall. 
On  eome  were  gems  and  jewria  mra. 
And  eambrk  eolCi  on  alL    ••  AInnir.  al 


•omr  Memi  to  braak 
Walter's  Mk  —  Ci 


WaLTnm  ^-«>t. 


.  h«  I  «^  »' 


St.  Peter*!  Chorch  la  Sky 


£t.6A. 


BOSWELL'S  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


365 


famiJ^  seat  of  tlie  Laird  of  Col,  accompanied 
by  the  joung  laird,  who  had  now  got  a  horse, 
and  by  the  Toanger  Mr.  M^Swejn,  whose  wife 
had  gone  thither  before  us,  to  prepare  eyenr 
thin*;  for  oar  reception,  the  Laird  and  his 
fiynily  being  absent  at  Aberdeen.  It  is  called 
Breacacha,  or  the  Spotted  Field,  because  in 

I  fommer  it  is  enamelled  with  doyer  and  du:iies, 

I  11  youDff  Col  told  me.  We  passed  b/  a  place 
where  tnere  is  a  verj  large  stone,  I  may  call  it 
i  rorl ;  *^  a  yast  waght  for  Ajax.**  *  The  tra- 
dition is,  that  a  giant  threw  such  another  stone 

I  St  his  mistress,  up  to  the  top  of  a  hill,  at  a 
Maall  distance ;  and  that  she,  in  return,  threw 

j  this  iDsss  down  to  him.    It  was  all  in  sport. 

**  Mslo  me  petit  laseiya  puella.** ' 

As  we  adyanced,  we  came  to  a  larse  extent 

•  of  plain  ground.    I  had  not  seen  such  a  place 

;  fur  a  long  time.     Col  and  I  took  a  gallop  upon 

it  bj  wa/  of  race.    It  was  yerj  refreshing  to 

me,  after  haying  been  so  long  taking  snort 

steps  in  hiUj  countries.    It  was  like  stretching 

I  a  msn*s  legs  afier  being  cramped  in  a  short  bed. 

We  also  passed  dose  by  a  large  extent  of 

ssad-hills,  near  two  miles  square.    Dr.  John- 

,  son  said,  **  he  neyer  had  the  image  before.    It 

▼as  horrible,  if  barrenness  and  danger  could 

he  so."    I  heard  him,  after  we  were  in  the 

hoQse  of  Breacacha,  repeating  to  himself,  as  he 

valked  about  the  room, 

*  And  Bmothcr*d  in  the  duatj  whirlwind,  dies." 

Proboblr  he  had  been  thinking  of  the  whole  of 
the  Bmue  in  Cato,  of  which  that  is  the  con- 
rlttding  line ;  the  sandy  desert  had  struck  him 
» ftronglj.  The  sand  has  of  late  been  blown 
'^w  *.S^  d^  of  meadow ;  and  the  people 
"f  the  island  saj,  that  their  fathers  remembered 
xorh  of  the  space  which  is  now  coyered  with 
und  to  haye  been  under  tillage.  CoVb  house 
t«  litoAted  on  »  bay  called  Breacacha  Bay. 
^'e  found  here  a  neat  new-built  gentleman  s 
^>ue,  better  than  any  we  had  been  in  since 
»<  wen  at  Lord  Errol's.  Dr.  Johnson  re- 
•<'Ke<l  it  much  at  first,  but  soon  remarked  to 
^  ^  that  **  there  was  nothine  becoming  a  chief  ' 
^Nit  it :  it  was  a  mere  tradesman's  lx>x.**  He 
'*^'^iM  quite  at  home,  and  no  longer  found  any 
^^olty  m  uain^  the  Highland  address ;  for 
^  ^"on  as  we  amyed,  he  said,  with  a  spirited 

*  -Jtliaritj,  "  Now,  Col,  if  you  could  get  us 

•  iiih  of  tea.**  Dr.  Johnson  and  I  had  eadi 
»  excellent  bedchamber.  We  had  a  dispute 
v^ich  of  OS  had  the  bc»t  curtains.  His  were 
^•'her  the  best,  being  of  linen ;  but  I  insisted 
t^iit  Qv  hed  had  the  best  posts,  which  was  un- 
^«aUble.    **  Well,-  said  he,  "  if  you  have  the 


^^^^  A'tMX  •CrlTM  ion*  rock*i  rut  welfhC  to  throw, 
1 1  r  iiae  too  labQors,  and  the  wordf  moTe  iJow.** 

Pora. 

*  "  My  Pbjnto  m  with  petted  aimlee  plies.** 

Vlrg .  9  EcL  —  DRTOEN.  —  C. 

*  <V.  though  ft  flMMlemn  of  ImmM  estate,  oottld  hanDy 


best/Nwtf,  we  will  haye  ^ou  tied  to  them  and 
whipped."  I  mention  this  slight  circumstance, 
only  to  show  how  ready  he  is,  even  in  mere 
trifles,  to  get  the  better  of  his  antagonist,  by 

£  lacing  him  in  a  ludicrotis  yiew.  I  have  known 
im  sometimes  use  the  same  art,  when  hard 
pressed  in  serious  disputation.  Goldsmith,  I 
remember,  to  retaliate  for  many  a  severe  defeat 
which  he  has  sufiered  from  him,  applied  to  him 
a  lively  saying  in  one  of  Gibbers  comedies, 
which  puts  thispart  of  his  character  in  a 
strong  light—'*  There  is  no  arguing  with  John- 
son ;  for,  if  his  pistol  misses  fira,  he  knocks  you 
down  with  the  Dutt  end  of  it**  * 

Wednndaif,  Oct.  6. — After  a  sufficiency  of 
sleep,  we  assembled  at  breakfast.  We  were 
just  as  if  in  barracks.  ^  Every  body  was  mas- 
ter. We  went  and  viewed  the  old  castle  of 
Col,  which  is  not  far  from  the  present  house, 
near  the  shore,  and  founded  on  a  rock.  It  has 
never  been  a  larse  feudal  residence^  and  has 
nothing  about  it  uat  requires  a  particular  de- 
scription. Like  other  old  inconvenient  build- 
ings of  the  same  age,  it  exemplified  Gray*s 
picturesque  lines, 

**  Hun*  windows  that  nclude  the  light. 
Ana  paaiagta  that  bad  to  nothing." 

It  may,  however,  be  worth  mentioning,  that 
on  the  second  story  we  saw  a  vault  which  was, 
and  still  is,  the  family  prison.  There  was  a 
woman  put  into  it  by  the  Lurd,  for  theft, 
within  these  ten  years ;  and  any  offender  would 
be  confined  there  yet ;  for,  from  the  necessity 
of  the  thinff,  as  the  island  is  remote  from  any 
power  established  by  law,  the  Laird  must  ex- 
ercise his  jurisdiction  to  a  certain  depee. 

We  were  shown,  in  a  comer  of  this  vault,  a 
hole,  into  which  Col  sud  greater  criminals  used 
to  be  put.    It  was  now  fiUed  up  with  rubbish  of 
different  kindf.    He  said,  it  was  of  a  great 
depth.    ^  Ay,**  said  Dr.  Johnson,  smiling,  **  all 
such  places  that  are  JtUed  up  were  of  a  great 
depth.      He  is  very  quick  in  showing  that  he 
does  not  give  credit  to  careless  or  exaggerated 
accounts  of  things.    Afier  seeing  the  castle, 
we  looked  at  a  small  hut  near  it.    It  is  called 
Teigh  Franchieh,  t.  e,  the  Frenchman's  house. 
Cof  could  not  tell  us  the  history  of  it.     A 
poor  man  with  a  wife  and  children  now  lived 
m  it.    W^'e  went  into  it,  and  Dr.  Johnson  gave    | 
them  some  charity.    There  was  but  one  bed    I 
for  all  the  family,  and  the  hut  was  very  smoky.    > 
When  we  came  out,  he  said  to  me,  **  JSt  hoc    • 
eecundum   sentetUiam  phUosophomm    est   esse    , 
fteohts.**^    BoswBLL.  ^*  The  pnilosophers,  when    ■ 
they  placed  happiness  in  a  cottage,  supposed    i 
cleanliness  and  no  smoke.*'    Johhson.    ^*Sir, 
they  did  not  think  about  either.'*  \ 


be  called  a  eUrf;  and  ft  was  assuredly  a  nark  of  good  tente 
to  suit  the  character  of  hit  house  to  the  state  and  times  m     I 
which  he  tired.  —  CaoKta. 

4  See  onle. J>.  9*.  —  C. 

'  fiiek.  —  CaoKta. 

*  **  And  this,  according  to  the  phdoiopheri,  Is  happiness.** 
—  C, 
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We  walked  »  little  m  the  Liird*0  gardes,  in 
which  endeaYovn  have  been  used  to  rear 


trees ;  but,  as  soon  as  thc^  go^  above  ibd  sur- 
rounding wall,  thej  dies.  Dr.  Johaoon  re- 
oommeaded  sowing  tiw  aeedi  of  hardr  treea, 
instead  or  puuiting. 

Col  and  I  rode  out  thb  mamiBg^  and  viewed 
a  part  of  the  island.  In  theoooiwof  onrride^ 
we  saw  a  tamip^ield,  wfateh  he  had  boed  with 
bis  own  hands.  He  first  intvodoced  thia  kind 
of  husbandly  into  the  Westeim  Islands.  We 
abo  Kx^ed  at  an  appesranoe  of  lead,  which 
seemed  very  promising.  It  haa  been  loi^ 
known ;  for  I  found  letters  to  the  late  hurd^ 
from  &t  John  Areakine  and  8ir  Alexander 
Murray,  respecting  it 

After  dinner  came  Mr.  McLean,  of  Corned:, 
brother  to  Ide^-ef-Mudiy  who  is  a  cadet  of  the 
famflj  of  C6L  He  possesses  the  two  enda  of 
Gc^  whidi  belong  to  the  Duke  of  Ai^ll. 
Carnetk  had  lately  taken  a  leue  of  them  at  a 
very  adraneed  rent,  rather  than  let  the  Camp- 
bdls  set  a  footing  in  the  island,  one  of  whom 
had  coTered  nearfy  as  nmeh  as  he.  Dr.  John- 
son wdl  observed,  that  ^  landlords  err  much 
when  thejr  calcnlate  oMrely  what  their  land 
may  yielo.  The  rent  aanst  be  in  a  propor- 
tionate ratio  of  what  the  land  may  yield,  and 
of  the  power  of  the  tenant  to  make  it  yield. 
A  tenant  cannot  make  by  his  land,  but  accord- 
ing to  the  com  and  cattle  which  he  has.  Sup- 
pose you  should  give  him  twice  as  much  land 
as  he  has,  it  does  him  no  good,  unless  he  gets 
also  more  stock.  It  ia  dear  then,  that  the 
Highland  landlords,  who  let  their  substantial 
tenants  leave  them,  are  in&tuated;  ibr  the 
poor  small  tenants  cannot  give  them  good 
rents,  from  the  very  nature  of  thinss.  Thej 
have  not  the  means  of  raising  more  nom  their 
farms.**  Comtek^  Dr.  Johnson  said,  was  the 
most  distinct  man  that  he  had  met  with  in 
these  isles ;  he  did  not  shut  his  eyes,  or  put  his 
finger  in  his  ears;  wluch  he  seemcsd  to  think 
was  a  good  deal  the  mode  with  most  of  the 
people  whom  we  have  seen  of  late. 

ThMndmy,  OcL  7.  — Captain  M*Lean  joined 
vm  this  morning  at  breakfast  There  came  on 
a  dreadful  storm  of  wind  and  rain,  which  oon- 
tinued  all  day,  and  rather  increased  at  night 
The  wind  was  directly  against  our  getting  to 
MulL  We  were  in  a  strange  state  of  abstrac- 
tion ftook  the  world :  we  could  neither  hear 
from  our  frioids,  nor  write  to  them.  Col  had 
brought  Daille  ^  ''on  the  Fathers,"  Lucas*  **  on 
Hi^^ines8,**andMore*s^  ' 'Dialogues,**  frtxn the 
Rev.  Mr.  M'Lean*S|  and  Burnet's  **  History  of 

I  A  French  ProtnUnt  dlriiM.  bocii  lB04,di«d  1670.    Ilia 
treatlM  de  Un  FmMmm  wm  translMcd  tnio  Eoglhh  io  IS51. 

—  CaoBn. 

«  Dr.  BklMfd  LueM,  Trtbndatj  of  Wattnlntter, 
l64S,dlcd  nih,  priatod,  to  ISM,  '^JmXmfwirm  ^ftar 
pHuuC*  which  AM  been  acrcral  tteM  rcprinmU— 
1S46. 

*  No  doobt   Dr.  Bmry  More*!  -  DMi 
Cbokkk. 

4  **  Jb  mMmlimu  " >  fUm.  Wf — CwmJfmm^  t» lit 

—  C. 

»  KdBODd  aUcB,  a  worthy  uid  rtpirtabto  prlofcr  la  BolC- 


his  own  Times  *'  froni  Captain  M*Leaa*s ;  and 
he  had  of  hb  own  some  hooka  ef  finaiag,  aad 
Gregory's  "Geometry.'*    Dr.  Johnson  leaiit  | 
good  deal  of  Burnet,  aad  of  Gr^gorj,  tad  I  ■ 
observed  he  made  some  gmnictiiTal  aotei  i& 
the  end  of  hia  pocket-bocK.    I  read  alittle  of  i 
Young's ''SiKWeeks*Taarthioiidb  the  Sooth-  ! 
em  Counties,"  and  Ovid'a  •'EpaScs,'*  wUdkl  { 
had  bought  at  Invemesa,  and  whidi  helped  to  ' 
aolace  aaany  a  weary  kaur. 

We  were  to  have  ffone  with  Dr.  Johnan  ] 
thia  mommg  to  see  the  aHDe,bnt  wvepn-  ! 
vented  bv  the  storm.  Whiio  it  was  ng»g,  W  ' 
said,  *'  We  amy  be  glad  we  are  not  dnaaalk  ti 

Friday^  Oct  8. — Dr.  Johnson  appeared  to-  I 
day  very  wearv  of  our  present  confined  situi-  ' 
tion.    Ue  saiil, "  I  want  to  be  en  the  mun 
land,  and  go  on  with  eyiatenca.    This  is  > 
waste  of  life.'* 

I  ahall  here  insert,  without  regard  to  chroBo-  \ 
logy,  some  of  his  oonveiaatiaB  at  difiereat 
times. 

^  There  was  a  man  some  time  ago^  who  v« 
well  received  for  two  yeuii  amour  the  gf nt^  , 
men  of  Northamptonahire,  by  oaSing  wudi 
my  brother.    At  last  he  grew  so  impudcat,  m 
by  his  infiuence  to  get  tenanta  turned  out  ^ 
their  fiirms.    AllenUlepnatar^whoisQftk■t 
county,  came  to  me^  aiking,  vith  mndi  appear- 
ance of  doubtfulness,  if  X  had  a  broCho';  tnd 
upon  being  assured  I  had  none  alive,  he  toM  ■ 
me  of  the  imposition,  and  inunefiatelj  wrutt 
to  the  country,  and  the  fellow  was  disBUi«»i 
It  pleased  me  to  hear  that  ao  modi  was  got  Vt 
using  my  name.    It  is  not  every  name  tlwt  c«3 
carrv  double ;  do  both  for  n  man*s  adf  and  b;« 
brother  (laughing).    I  ahoold  be  clad  to  ?«v 
the  fellow.     However,   I   coold  nave  diw 
nothing  anunst  him.    A  man  can  have  no  n* 
dress  for  his  name  being  naed,  or  rkficalcui 
stories  being  told  of  him  in  the  newspapers 
except  he  can  show  that  be  has  aufieraa  da* 
mage.    Some  jears  ago  a  foolish  piece  v» 
published,  said  to  be  writtea  *  by  S.  Joha»on.' 
Some  of  my  fiiends  wanted  me  to  be  ^ftn 
angrv  about  this.    I  said,  it  would  be  in  ti*-  • 
for  tne  answer  would  be,  *  8.  Johnaon  vaj  b( 
Simon  Johnson,  or  Simeon  Johnaon,  or  Solooce 
Johnson  ;*  and  even  if  the  full  name^  Saiaue 
Johnson,  had  been  used,  \k  mig^  be  said,  *  k 
is  not  you ;  it  a  a  much  deverer  leUow.** 

"  Beauderk,  and  I,  and  Laogtoo.  and  La>ij 
Sydney  Beaucleik,  mother  to  ovr  friend,  wrr 
one  day  driving  in  a  coach  bj  Caper's  Gat* 
dens'',  which  were  then  mr^nmr'*''     ^  ^ 


eourt.    He  wms  for  many  jmatt  J« 
tor4,  and  fVInd  (mil.  |k  ICO.).    Ha 
Thomas  Allea,  a  plout  aad  kwiMd 
wM  rector  of  KaitarfaiCi  hi  N 
CeoKiB. 

•  Tho  coocniric  author  of  **  Barlo 
ffeaiiifl  Jvtuuom,    Ho  wee  ortflaaqf  a 
went  on  the  etafe.  whore  hU  aoUaa  «aa  aa 
plecM.    Ha  died  la  this  voffj  f«ar.  ITia. 
one  of  the  penooc  whoio  daaui  b  all 
177S.-.Caoauu 

'  An  Inferior  plaoe  of 
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sport,  propoied  that  Beaackrk,  and  Laagtos, 
$ad  JD/ielf  ihould  take  them ;  and  we  amuacd 
oundTes  with  tthemms  how  we  aho«ikl  aU  do 
\  our  ptrts.  Lady  Sj&ef  grew  aacrj,  and 
stU  *$a  old  man  ■hould  not  put  uum  things 
ia  jouag  DeopIe*a  heada.*  Ske  had  no  notioa 
ofAJoke,§ir;  had  oome  late  mlo  lifie»  and  had 
A  mzhij  an^iable  undcntandiag. ' 

"Ctfte*8  'Life  of  the  Duke  of  Onaood*  k 
oooiidtfed  Ma  book  of  authority;  bntitiaiU- 
writteo.  The  matter  n  difiuaed  in  too  man  j 
vords ;  there  ia  no  animation^  no  compresaioii, 
00  T^our.  Two  good  Tolumea  in  dnodecirao 
Bttkt  be  made  oat  of  the  two  '  ia  IbliOb** 

TalkiBg  of  our  oonfinement  here,  I  observed, 
tbt  our  diseontent  and  impatienre  eookl  not 
be  cooiidered  as  very  anieaaonable;  for  that 
we  were  jut  in  the  stale  of  which  Seneeaeona- 
p2iiBi  JO  gneronsl j«  whila  in  exile  in  Corsica. 
'*Yei,**  said  Dr.  Johnson;  and  he  was  not 
further  from  home  than  we  are.**  The  truth 
M)  he  wu  moch  nearer.' 

Them  wm  a  ffood  deal  of  rain  to-daj,  and 
thevindwasstiUcontranr.  CarascA  attended 
ae,  while  I  amnsed  mysdf  in  examining  a  ool^ 
iectioQ  of  Mpers  belonging  to  the  family  of 
Coi  The  fint  laird  waa  a  joui^er  son  of  the 
rhiefUin  McLean,  and  got  the  middle  part  of 
Col  for  his  patrimony.  Dr.  Johnsoa.  naving 
prtn  s  very  partacnlar  aecomt^  of  the  eon« 
ocction  between  tUa  family  and  a  hraaeh  of 
tke  famajr  of  Cmoaerons,  sailed  li^Lonieh,  I 
>WI  only  insert  the  following  document  (which 
I  found  in  CoTb  cabinet),  as  a  proof  of  its 
coDtijiaancc^  ewea  to  a  late  period: — 

«-  T^  At  Laird  of  CbL 

-  8tTOiM«  llta  Mareb,  I7S7. 
ptAB  SfB,  —  Thm  loDg-staading  tract  of  firm 
friendahip  twist  yoor  worthy  predtom- 


•k«b«a 


«■    ■    i  I       Woola,  It^H,  ti  Sptk«»  to 
I^ord  Svdn«f  to  ITSS. .- Cmbib. 

~  If  to  flirw  Tola.  foDo.—  P.  Cvir* 


Iplfr.  smik,  D«  CoMoL  Libr 

iMdSl^mllet 
^tomrhmdnd,— 


•!  If^fltin  itHMb  tk«  cMlto  of  Col, 

_       «r  0i«  LdM  tut  tiM  hoaM  wm  built. 

^*»«^««,Ma  loam  ««w«ft«Mwltfi  m  hmuMm. 

tkai,  *  U  iwy  aiD  of  tiM  dai  of  Mwltrntrh  ttm^* 

-^    tlMi^hocOMoatmldnlshC,  with 

•  kMd  to  Uo  lianit.  bealidt  Omto  fln4  Mtotv  mod  mw- 

n  kitt  tbo  kliw;*    Tbit  la  w  old  Hichlaad 

^^  M  wmwj  ■iwmiiMii  ocaiiioQ.    Korliiiii.  the 

^  ^  •otoi  Omwo  (oB9  flf  uMODCuttl  tolvSij^whs  rcoowond 

<  >aA  rian^iKiod  Bafra,  hod  oMalMd.  It  1j  Mid.  rrom 

'«»lUo«nM  «r  thm  iMids  of  LooWotfwMtod,  Im^ 

9"*.  ^  MOM  oAboo  ositoM  tho  Uato.    ForMtod  ctlatM 


•^1  •«»  M 

>  •••«  MC  tor  wi 


I  ^^datlj  porignoil  \  Modoi,  thoMfcio, 
fivM  to  Mlao  hii  sow  poHMotont^  and. 
ffVMOo.  took  Ua  wMb  was  Mb.    The 


The 

of  thdr  cfafaC,  ood  o  botttowu 

oT  VaA  Kooi.  Mor  tho  plaee  whore  Fort 

te  vMcli  LoehM  alHitoii  tho  ttetoty. 

I  doatroyod. 

of  tho  eiMaiiaiMa»  sad,  befog 

to  tho  toitodr  oniMtoBich.  CM 

y  booBcaad  Arom  flMMiiM.  wtlh  ordeira.  If 

^  Of  htoi.  If  a  fliri,  to  aporo  her. 

*g  vfto:  who  WM  with  child  UkrwlM.  had  a  girl 


sots  aod  ours  affords  ua  such  assurance*  as  that  we 
may  have  full  relyance  on  your  fayour  and  un* 
dotsbted  frieodshipk  in  recommending  the  bearer, 
Ewea  CamcTMa,  Mir  oousib,  son  to  the  deceast 
DmgaU  If  *CoaaiU  of  hmermaillic^  sometime  m 
GlenpeaB,  to  yovr  ihtour  and  eonduet,  who  is  a 
warn  of  undoubted  honesty  and  diaerctioii,  only  that 
b*  has  tho  aHsfcrtune  of  being  alledgcd  to  hare 
bscB  ■osBWBtytothe  UHiag  of  ana  of  M«Martin*8 
fiimily  about  fourteen  years  ago,  upon  which  al- 
ladgeanca  the  M'Marlins  are  now  so  mngutae  on 
revenging,  thai  diey  me  fully  resoKcd  for  the  de- 
privabaa  of  his  life ;  to  the  preventingof  whi^  yon 
are  relyed  on  by  us,  as  the  only  fit  instrument,  and 
a  most  capable  person.  Therefore  your  favour  and 
protection  ia  expected  and  intreated,  during  his 
good  behaTiouT ;  and  failing  of  which  behaviouri 
yow'll  plaaii  to  uw  him  as  a  most  insignificant  per- 
son diiMnui.  — '  Sir,  he  had,  upon  the  aUedgeance 
afeuMMJi  been  tiansportad,  at  Lochiers  desire,  to 
Fraaas,  to  gratify  the  M'Martins,  and,  upon  his  re<- 
tttin  hoBM^  about  tfvc  yean  ago^  married.  But  now 
ha  ii  ao  miaeh  threatened  by  the  M^Martina,  that 
ha  ia  net  aaeurw  cnoi^gh  to  stay  where  he  is,  being 
Aidamiehan,  whieh  oeeasiona  thb  trouble  ta  you. 
Wishing  pvospority  and  faappincas  to  attend  still 
yooraelf,  worthy  hidy,  and  good  tomily,  we  are,  in 
the  most  afieetionata  niaantr,  dear  Sir,  yoor  moat 
obiiged*  aflactionate,  and  most  humble  aei'tauts, 

Diyaff  GoaMTon,  cf  Stnne, 
Dm^aU  Caisroa,  o/  Barr. 
Jh^mil  Camtram,  of  ^weriaibouiZb'iM. 
D^oA  Cmaeroa,  of  Jnaimrtdie.** 

Ewen  Cameron  aMzi  protected,  and  his  son  has 
now  a  farm  from  the  Laird  of  Col,  in  Mull. 

The  fiunily  of  CM  was  rerj  loyal  m  the  time 
of  the  great  Montrose  ^  from  whom  I  found 
two  letters  in  his  own  handwriting.  The  first 
is  as  follows :  — 


tbo  aaaw  tiaM  at  which  Lady  MosloaB  brooght  a  hoj, 
and  Madoalch,  with  more  generocity  to  hia  capuro  than 
Sdoliljr  to  hlo  truat,  eootrtvM  thol  the  chlldreo  ahoold  be 
changod.  Maclaao.  betog  ttiua  preacrred  fiOM  dMth, to  time 
reeoTorod  hIa  original  potrhnooT ;  and,  in  gratitude  to  hia 
friand,  BMdo  Ua  eoacle  a  ptoce  of  roAigo  to  any  of  the  elan 
that  ahoiild  think  htoiaoir  in  danger  i  mid,  m  a  proof  of 
reciprocal  conSdeooe,  Maclean  took  upon  btmaelf  and  hia 

ty  the  core  of  odoeating  Che  heir  of  Marlooicfa.** -. 


«  Tho  thifd  Barl  and  flrat  Mainaii.  bom  In  1613.  be- 
■aaded  at  Bdinborgh  the  31at  orifay,  1S6S —  Caoasa.  1831. 

Mr.  Mamwiay  oenamrM  thia  nolo  to  tbo  foUowing  tormo. 
which  are  worui  proMnrtog  h  a  apedmen  of  equal  accuracy 
of  alatoMcnt  and  ooaitaoy  of  atyto. 

*•  Mr.  Croker  toUa  oa  tbo  groat  Marqniaof  MootooM  wm 
behoadod  In  Bdtoburch  In  1C60.  There  la  not  a  forward  boy 
at  any  aehool  in  Bngiond  who  doM  not  know  that  tho  Mar- 
yiawM  km^td.  The  Mcoont  of  tho  enocutfoa  ia  one  of  the 
ineat  paaaagM  to  Lord  Clarendon**  Hlatory .  Wo  can  acarcely 
anppme  that  Mr.  Croker  had  never  reod  that  paaaage ;  and 
yet  we  can  acarcely  auppoae  that  any  one  who  had  ever  pe- 
rused M  nobto  aaid  pothetlc  a  atory  can  have  utterly  forgotten 
all  its  moat  atrlklng  drcumatancea.**  —>  E4,  Rem. 

T^  which  a  crMc  to  Blaekwood*a  MagMino  replied : — 

**Wo   iwrily   almoat   aoapect   that  tho  JUHtwer  [Mr 


Maianlajl  MnnMlf  hM  not'  road  the  paaaags  to  which  ho 
MCars,  or  ho  eoald  hoidly  have  aecoaod  Mr.  Crokor  of  ahow- 


tog— by  hovtog  aaid  taat  MontrOM  wm  *  idtoodcd,*  when 
tho  Bovlower  totoka  ho  ahoukl  have  aaid  *  AoMfd  *— that  be 
had  iBMuHau  the  moa  *  HriUHg  aaiiof  *  or  Clarendoo'a 


of  Iho  twimM$nr    For  It  la  not  oa  the 

dwirib  wRh  the  moat 

but  on  the  previoea  todlgnitlM  at  and  after 

inantaioualy   endored. 


MootroM   ao  magnan 
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**  For  my  9ety  tooittg  F^rumd,  tht  Laird  of  Coaii 

•*  Stratheane,  Mb  Jan.  1646. 
«  Sia,  —  I  must  heartily  thank  you  for  all  your 
villingncM  and  good  aSeetion  to  hii  MttjeMtft  met' 
vice,  and  particularly  the  aendiog  along!  of  your 
•on,  to  who  I  will  heave  ane  particular  respect, 
hopeing  also  that  you  will  itill  eontinue  ane  goode 
instrument  for  the  advaoecing  thcr  of  the  king's  ser- 
vice, for  which,  and  all  your  former  loyal  earriagei, 
be  oonSdent  you  shall  find  the  eflecU  of  hb  ma's 
favour,  as  they  can  be  witnessed  you  by  your  very 
foithful  friende^  MoMnoss." 

The  other  isy 

••  For  tkt  Laird  of  CoL 

**  Petty,  17Ui  April,  1646. 
«  Sia,  —  Having  occasion  to  write  to  your  fields, 
I  cannot  be  forgetful  of  your  willingness  and  good 
affection  to  his  M^esty's  service.  I  acknowledge 
to  you,  and  thank  you  heartily  for  it,  assuring,  that 
in  what  lies  in  my  power,  you  shall  find  the  good. 
Meanwhile,  I  shall  espeet  that  you  will  eontinue 
your  loyal  endeavours,  in  wishing  those  slack  people 
that  are  about  you,  to  appear  more  obedient  than 
they  do,  and  loyal  in  their  prinee's  service ;  where* 
by  I  assure  you,  you  shall  find  me  ever  your  laith- 
ful  friend^  «  MoMnoai."  > 

I  found  0ome  nncoutli  lines  on  the  detth  of 
the  present  laird*s  father,  entitled  ^  Nature's 
Elesv  upon  the  Death  of  Donald  Maclean  of 
Coir  Thej  are  not  worth  insertion.  I  shall 
only  give  what  is  called  his  Epitaph,  which 
Dr.  Johnson  said  **  was  not  so  very  had.** 

<*  Nature's  minion.  Virtue's  wonder. 
Art's  corrective  hers  lyes  under." 

I  asked,  what  **Art*s  correctiTe**  meant. 
''  Why,  Sir,**  said  he,  *«  that  the  liurd  was  so 
exquisite,  that  he  set  Art  right,  when  she  was 
wrong." 

I  found  several  letters  to  the  late  Coly  from 
my  father  s  old  companion  at  Paris,  Sir  Hec- 
tor McLean,  one  of  which  was  written  at  the 
time  of  scttUng  the  colony  in  Georgia.  It  dis- 
suades Col  from  letting  people  go  there,  and 
assures  him  there  will  soon  be  an  opportunitj 
of  employing  them  better  at  home.'  Hence 
it  appears  tluit  emimttion  from  the  Highlands, 
though  not  in  such  numbers  at  a  time  as  of 
late,  has  always  been  practised.  Dr.  Johnson 
observed,  that  ^  the  lairds,  instead  of  improv- 
ing their  country,  diminished  their  people.** 

Iliere  are  several  districts  of  sandy  desert 
in  Col.    There  are  forty-eight  lochs  of  fresh 


preuliar  mod<  of  dfoik,  and  I*  wholly  lilent  ai  to  any  of  the 
cirrumttancrt  of  the  curmUAm,  leaving  the  reader's  ImagU 
nation  to  tu\nAf,  from  the  termt  of  the  tentenee,  the  odioot 
di't.iilt :  but  the  Hevlewer,  If  he  had  reallj  koowo  or  felt 
the  true  pathot  of  the  ttory,  would  have  reoieiBbered  that 
the  •entiMice  was.  that  the  Marquess  should  be  kmnged 
and  ht-httuit-d,  and  that  his  Aead  should  *  be  stuck  on 
the  T'>i)>onth  of  Edinburgh  ; '  and  It  was  this  very  dreum- 
fttaniv-  ut  the  brkrtuimg,  which  eKcitrd  In  Montrose  that  burst 
or  rlrH^iicnre  which  U  the  nsosl  strikmg  beauty  of  tbe  whole 
of  tUf  '  noble  and  pathetic  story.'  '  I  am  prouder.*  said  he 
to  hi*  persecutors,  *  to  hava  aiy  Mtmi  set  upoo  the  place  II  la 


water;  bat  many  of  them  are  very  smsU— 
mere  pools.  About  one  half  of  them,  however, 
have  trout  and  eel.    There  is  a  great  namU>r 
of  horses  in  the  island,  most!  v  of  a  small  »ize. 
Being  overstocked,  they  self  some  in  Tir-Ti, 
and  on  the  main  land.    Their  black  cattle, 
which  are  chieflv  rough-haired,  tre  reckoned 
remarkably  good.     "Ae  climate  being  ver? 
mild  in  winter,  they  n^ver  put  their  beasts  io 
anj  house.    The  lakes  are  never  fVozen  so  as 
to  bear  a  man ;  and  snow  never  lies  above  a 
few  hours.    They  have  •  good  msnr  ihef  p, 
which  they  eat  mostlj  themselves,  ana  sell  but 
a  few.    They  have  goats  in  several  placei 
There  are  no  foxes;   no  serpents,  toads,  or 
frogs,  nor  an  J  venomous  creature.   They  ba%<' 
otters  and  mice  here;  but  had  no  rats  till 
lately  that  an  American  vessel  brought  thnn. 
There  is  a  rabbit-warren  on  the  norai-ea»t  •>;' 
the  island,  belonffing  to  the  Duke  of  Ar^y 
Young  Col  intenu  to  get  some  hares,  of  mi\fi 
there  are  none  at  present.  There  are  no  black- 
cock, muir-fowl,  nor  partridges ;  but  there  art 
snipe,  wild-duck,  wild-geese,  and  swam*  ip 
winter;  wild-pigeons,  plover,  and  great  duis- 
bera  of  starlings :  of  which  I  shot  some,  sr  J 
found  them  pratty  good  eating.    Woodco^L* 
oome  hither,  though  there  is  not  a  tree  nT»'t 
the  isliyid.    There  are  no  riven  in  Col ;  b-/ 
onl^  ^^''^^  brooks,  in  which  there  is  a  p^ 
variety  of  fish.    In  the  whole  island  there  jlt 
but  tmnee  hills,  and  none  of  them  considerAM-'. 
for  a  Highland  country.    Tlwe  people  are  vtrt 
industrious.    Everr  man  can  tan.    Thej  x 
oak  and  birch  bars,  and  lime,  frtMn  the  id-' 
land.    Some  have  pits;  but  th^  commt>:...« 
use  tubs.    I  saw  brogues  very  well  tancoi ; 
and  every  man  can  make  them.     Tbej  i^ 
make  candles  of  the  tallow  of  their  bc^^* 
both  moulded  and  dipped ;  and  they  all  n.**' 
oil  of  the  livers  of  fish.    The  little  fish  cju'.- 
cuddies  produce  a  great  deaL    They  sell  ^ 
oil  out  of  the  island,  and  they  use  it  mucb  : 
liffht  in  their  houses,  in  little  iron  lamp^. »'  ^ 
of  which  they  have  from  England;  but  •- 
late  their  own  blacksmith  makes  them,    lb   ' 
a  good  workman;  but  he  has  no  employ^  >t 
in  shoeing  horses,  for  they  all  go  unshod  \^<r 
except  some  of  a  better  kind  belonging  to  y  -'  > 
Col^  which  were  now  in  Mull.    There  ar^  t« 
carpenters  in  Col ;  but  most  of  the  inhaUttr'^ 
can  do  something  as  boat-carpentera.    1' 
can  all  dye.    Heath  is  used  tor  yeilov :  ^^ 
for  red,  a  moss  which  Brows  on  stones.    1  > 
make  broad-doth,  ana  tartan,  and  lin^i^  -' 


appointed  to  be,  than  I  should  be  to . 

In  the  Klna's  bedchamber  t  **  —  £rf.  Jtf^.  S^     « 
this  I  beg  leave  to  add  that  1  mls^t  cv^taih'*  ^*' 
**kamgfd  and  beheaded,**  but  U  I  had  mUm   •i*   •*  ' 
crltk  would  have  It. "  S«M«tf.**  I  tbouM  ccrtAioli  >■  «•'  «* 
an  utter  forfeCfiihiess  of  '  the  uoble  and  patbvtx  r  t    ' 
CaoKca.  IS48w 

t  It  Is  observable,  that  anen  of  tbe  artt  nak  tf^  *"' 
In  the  lact  century.    In  the  Sr«t  of  theee  leiaM*  I  U«>  ;•• 
served  the  orlalnal  speUlnf .  —  BoewsvL. 

*  No dottbaln aoase pr«|«ctad  fWi«.— 
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tbelr  own  wool  and  flftx,  lafficient  for  their 

own  me ;  as  also  stockioffB.     Their  bonnets 

oome  from  the  main  land.     Hardware  and 

KYeral  small  articles  are  brought  annually 

/hn  Greenocky  and  sold  in  the  onW  shop  in 

the  island,  which  b  kept  near  the  house,  or 

I  nther  hut,   used  for   public  worship,  there 

'  bmg  BO  church  in  the  island.  The  inhabitants 

I  of  Col  have   increased  considerably  within 

theie  thirtiMrears,  as  appears  from  the  parish 

neuters.   There  are  but  three  considerable 

,  Uckimen  on  Col^M  part  of  the  island :  the  rest 

y  11  let  to  small  tenants,  some  of  whom  pay  so 

low  a  rent  as  four,  three,  or  even  two  guineas. 

I  Hie  highest  is  seven  pounds,  paid  by  a  farmer, 

vbose  son  goes  /early  on  foot  to  Aberdeen  for 

eibcation,  and  m  summer  returns,  and  acts  as 

,  a  Khoolmsster  in  Col.     Dr.  Johnson  said, 

"Tlere  IB  something  noble  in  a  young  man*s 

I  valkiog  two  hundred  miles  and  back  again 

'  eroT  year  for  the  sake  of  learning.** 

This  day  a  number  of  people  came  to  Col^ 
with  complaints  of  each  other*s  trespasses. 
'  Conwiei,  to  prevent  thdr  being  troublesome, 
I  toid  them  that  the  lawyer  from  Edinburgh  was 
j  here,  and  if  they  did  not  agree,  he  would  take 
j  theo  to  task.  They  were  alarmed  at  this; 
ttid,  they  had  never  been  used  to  go  to  law, 
uid  hoped  Col  would  settle  matters  himself. 
la  the  ereoing  Carmeek  left  ua 
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Pddtu  —  SmpentUwms,  —  Cootm 
—  BmtUt  mat  mtenmrp  to  DtMpoiek,  — - 
-.-  JAUI  —  jjddium   —  Frmeh  Ana,  — 
•*  CormeOU.  —  Moliire,  ^-  Femdon,  — 
—  MoMnXUm,  —  BomrdalomM, 
PriMtImp  Hamm,  —  Ert  Poetrjf,  —  Mmtie. 
ttfliam    cf    Traiodkn,  —  Spemu,  —  Miu 
ceommi  of  Mwtt.  —  VhtL  —  Stamd 
—  J#«fdlc*i  JAiiitfMi.  ^  ibeA-EmMO. — 

Ibniby    Rtadimff. — Dr, 

-^/MaMiy.  —  Ftnnom  Ine^  Ktimtlh* 

C^tgoad  QmmUiUt.  —  Sohmdtr.^ Bmrke, 

'.  — »  Simmdar  CtutoHU*  •— 


^<»^^  OdL9.  — As,  in  our  present  oonfine- 
■•^st  tay  thhig  thMl  had  even  the  name  of 
'VHnit  wvaa  Sbject  of  attention,  I  proposed 
^  CU  should  sbow  me  the  great  stone, 
B^fttioned  in  a  former  page,  as  having  been 
^^jvn  by  a  giant  to  the  top  of  a  mountain. 
^  i'lhaaon,  who  did  not  like  to  be  left  alone, 
^i  he  would  aooompany  us  as  far  as  riding 
*^  jractkable.  We  ascended  a  part  of  the 
^  ea  boneback,  and  Col  and  I  scrambled  up 


the  rest.  A  servant  held  our  horses,  and  Dr. 
Johnson  placed  himself  on  the  ground,  with 
his  back  agiunst  a  huge  fragment  of  rock. 
The  wind  l^ing  high,  he  let  down  the  cocks  of 
his  hat,  and  ti^  it  with  his  handkerchief  under 
his  chin.  While  we  were  employed  in  examin- 
ing the  stone,  which  did  not  repav  our  trouble 
in  getting  to  it,  he  amused  hiuMelf  with  read- 
ins;  ^  Gataker  on  Lots  and  on  the  Christian 
Watch,**  a  very  learned  book,  of  the  Isst  sfe, 
which  had  been  found  in  the  garret  of  Cim*# 
house,  and  which  he  said  was  a  treasure  here. 
When  we  descried  him  from  above,  he  had  a 
most  eremitical  appearance ;  and  on  our  return 
told  us,  he  had  been  so  much  engaged  by  Gra- 
taker^,  that  he  had  never  missed  us.  His 
avidity  for  variety  of  books,  while  we  were  in 
Col,  was  frequently  expressed ;  and  he  often 
complained  tnat  so  few  were  within  his  reach. 
Upon  which  I  observed  to  him,  it  was  strax^ 
he  should  complain  of  want  of  books,  when  he 
could  at  any  time  make  such  good  ones. 

We  next  proceeded  to  the  lead  mine.  In 
our  way  we  came  to  a  strand  of  some  extent, 
where  we  were  glad  to  take  a  gallop,  in  which 
my  learned  friend  joined  with  greiat  ahicrity. 
Dr.  Johnson,  mounted  on  a  huge  bay  mare 
without  shoes,  and  followed  by  a  foal,  which 
had  some  difficulty  in  keeping  up  with  him, 
was  a  singular  spectacle. 

Aftar  examining  the  mine,  we  returned 
through  a  verv  uncouth  district,  full  of  sand- 
hills; down  which,  though  apparent  precipices, 
our  horses  carried  us  with  safety,  the  sand 
always  gently  sliding  away  from  their  feet. 
Vestiges  of  nouses  were  pointed  out  to  us, 
which  Col^  and  two  others  who  had  joined  us, 
ssserted  had  been  overwhelmed  with  sand 
blown  over  them.  But,  on  going  close  to  one 
of  them.  Dr.  Johnson  showed  the  absurdity  of 
the  notion,  by  remarking,  that  **itwas  evi- 
dently only  a  house  abandoned,  the  stones  of 
which  had  Wn  taken  away  for  other  purposes ; 
for  the  large  stones,  which  form  the  lower  part 
of  the  walu,  were  still  standing  higher  than 
the  sand.  If  thev  were  not  blown  over,  it  was 
dear  nothing  higher  than  they  could  be  blown 
over.**  This  was  quite  convincing  to  me ;  but 
it  made  not  the  least  impression  on  Col  and  the 
others,  who  were  not  to  be  argued  out  of  a 
Highland  tradition. 

We  did  not  sit  down  to  dinner  till  between 
six  and  seven.  We  lived  plentifully  here,  and 
had  a  true  welcome.  In  such  a  season,  good 
firing  was  of  no  small  importance.  The  peats 
were  excellent,  and  burned  cheerfully.  Those 
at  Dunvegan,  which  were  damp.  Dr.  Johnson 
called  ^  a  sullen  fuel.**  Here  a  Scottish  phrase 
was  singularly  applied  to  him.  One  of  the 
company  having  remarked  that  he  had  ^ne 
out  on  a  stormy  evening,  and  brought  m  a 


1  Thomm  GaUluir.  a  volunlnoai  dlrlne  and  erltte,  born 
IS74,  died  1664.  publlihed,  in  1616,  **  On  the  Nature  and  Use 
of  LoU,  a  TreatlM  Hlitorical  and  Theological.** »  CaoftU. 
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supply  of  peats    from   tlie   stack,  old   Mr. 
M^wern  said,  ^Hhat  was  main  hanettn 

Blenheim  Mng  oocasionallj  mentioned,  he 
told  me  he  had  never  seen  it:  he  had  not 
ffone  formerly;  and  he  would  not  go  now, 
lust  as  a  common  spectator,  for  his  monej: 
he  would  not  put  it  in  the  power  of  some 
man  about  the  Duke  of  Marlborough^  to 
saj,  ^^ Johnson  was  here;  I  knew  him, 
but  I  took  no  notice  of  him.**  He  said, 
he  should  be  very  ^lad  to  see  it,  if  pro- 
perly invited,  which  m  alf  probability  would 
never  be  the  case,  as  it  was  not  worth  his 
while  to  seek  for  it.  I  observed,  that  he  might 
be  easily  introduced  there  by  a  common  friend 
of  ours',  neariy  related  to  the  Duke.  He 
answered,  with  an  uncommon  attention  to  de- 
licacy of  feeling,  *^I  doubt  whether  our  friend 
be  on  such  a  footing  with  the  Duke  as  to  cany 
anybody  there ;  and  I  would  not  give  him  the 
uneasiness  of  seeing  that  I  knew  he  was  not, 
or  even  of  being  himself  reminded  of  it.* 

Sunday y  Oct.  10.  —  There  was  this  day  the 
most  terrible  storm  of  wind  and  rain  that  I 
ever  remember.  It  made  such  an  awful  im- 
pression on  us  all,  as  to  produce,  for  some  time, 
a  kind  of  dismal  quietness  in  the  house.  The 
dav  was  passed  without  much  conversation; 
only,  upon  my  observing  that  there  must  be 
something  bad  in  a  man  s  mind  who  does  not 
like  to  give  leases  to  his  tenants,  but  wishes  to 
keep  them  in  a  perpetual  wretched  dependence 
on  his  will.  Dr.  Johnson  said,  "•  Yon  are  right ; 
it  is  a  man*s  duty  to  extend  comfort  and 
security  amon?  as  many  people  as  be  can.  He 
should  not  wish  to  have  nis  tenants  mere 
ephemera^  mere  beings  of  an  hour.**  Boswell. 
'*  But,  Sir,  if  they  have  leases,  is  there  not 
some  danger  that  thev  may  grow  insolent  ?  I 
remember  you  yourself  once  told  me,  an  En- 
glish tenant  was  so  independent,  that,  if 
provoked,  he  would  throw  his  rent  at  his  land- 
lord.** JoHHSOH.  "  Depend  upon  it,  Sir,  it  is 
the  landlord*s  own  fault,  if  it  is  thrown  at  him. 
A  man  may  always  keep  his  tenants  in  de- 
pendence enough,  though  they  have  leases. 
He  must  be  a  cood  tenant  indeed,  who  will  not 
fall  behind  in  his  rent,  if  his  landlord  will  let 
him ;  and  if  he  does  fall  behind,  his  landlord 
has  him  at  his  mercy.  Indeed,  the  poor  man 
is  always  much  at  the  mercy  of  the  rich ;  no 
matter  whether  landlord  or  tenant.  If  the 
tenant  lets  his  landlord  have  a  little  rent  before- 
hand, or  has  lent  him  money,  then  the  landlord 
is  in  his  power.  There  cannot  be  a  greater 
man  than  a  tenant  who  has  lent  money  to  his 
landlord ;  for  he  has  under  subjection  the  very 
man  to  whom  he  should  be  subjected.** 

Monday^  Oct,  11.  —  We  had  some  days  ago 


engaged  the  CampbeOtown  vessel  to  cany  ns 
to  Mull,  from  tae  harbour  where  die  lij. 
The  morning  was  fine,  and  the  wind  fair  asd 
moderate ;  so  we  hoped  at  length  to  get  swit. 
Mrs.  M'Sweyn,  who  officiated  as  oar  landladr 
here,  had  never  been  on  the  m«n  land.  Od 
hearinffthis.  Dr.  Johnson  said  to  me,  before 
her,  '*  That  is  rather  bang  bdiind-hand  witb 
life.  I  would  at  leaM  go  and  see  deDelg." 
BoswEix.  '^Yon  yourself  Sir,  have  nerer 
seen,  till  now,  any  thing  but  yoar  valm 
iriand.  **  Johhboit.  **  But,  Sir,  by  seeing 
London,  I  have  seen  as  mudi  of  life  as  the 
world  can  show.**  Boswau*.  '*  You  hsTe  not 
seen  Pekin."  Jomraoir.  "What  is  Pekin? 
Ten  thousand  Londoners  would  drive  all  the 
people  of  Pekin :  they  would  drive  them  like 
deer." 

We  set  out  about  eleven  for  the  hartwor: 
but,  before  we  reached  it,  so  violent  a  stonn 
came  on,  that  we  were  obliged  again  to  take 
shelter  in  the  house  of  Captam  McLean,  wImk 
we  dined,  and  passed  the  night. 

TWadby,  Oct.  12. —-After  breakfait,  v; 
made  a  second  attempt  to  get  to  the  harboor; 
but  another  storm  soon  convinced  us  tkat  it 
would  be  in  vain.  Captain  M'Lean*B  Yxn»i 
bdng  in  some  confusion,  on  account  of  Mn. 
M^L^an  being  expected  to  lie-in,  we  resoirel 
to  go  to  Mr.  M'Swcyn's,  where  we  arrived  ven 
wet,  fatigued,  and  hungry.  In  this  situatioc 
we  were  somewhat  disconcerted  by  beinf  \f^^ 
that  we  should  have  no  dinner  till  late  m  the 
evening;  but  should  have  tea  in  the  meao 
time.  Dr.  Johnson  opposed  this  arrangeiDefit; 
but  they  persisted,  and  he  took  the  tea  T«n 
readily.  He  sud  to  me  afterwards^  ^Yoa 
must  consider.  Sir,  a  dinner  here  is  a  matter  iT 
great  consequence.  It  is  a  thing  to  be  &^t 
planned,  and  then  executed.  I  suppose  Ujfe 
mutton  was  brought  some  miles  oC  uKhb  woe 
place  where  they  knew  there  was  a  shtr^ 
killed." 

Talking  of  the  good  people  with  whom  we 
were,  he  said,  '*  Life  has  not  got  at  all  forvird 
by  a  generation  in  M^Sweyn  s  family ;  for  tbe 
son  is  exactly  formed  upon  the  father.  Whit 
the  father  says,  the  son  says ;  and  what  the 
father  looks,  the  son  looks.** 

There  bemg  little  conveffsatkm  to-night,  I 
must  endeavour  to  reooUect  what  I  may  have 
omitted  on  Ibrmer  oecaaiona.  When  I  boart^*^ 
at  Rasay,  of  my  independency  of  snrit,  ard 
that  I  could  not  be  bribed,  he  said,  "Tes^  ▼(« 
may  be  bribed  by  flattery.**  At  the  Ker.  Mr. 
M'Lean*s,  Dr.  Johnson  asked  him  if  the  pe<>pte 
of  Col  had  any  superstitions.  He  said,  **  N<^>  * 
The  cutting  peats  at  the  incfease  of  the  laoca 
was  mentioned  as  one;   but  he  would  od 


•btfr.M 


I  Tbit,  no  doabt,  alludw  to  Jacob  Bryant,  who  was  at  thU  '     *  Vr.  Bcanderk,  who  had  marrted  tha  Duke^t 

period  tccreUry  or  ltl«rarian  at  Blenhehn,  and  with  whom  ,  mdar  drcaulaoon  vhkh  might  woH  Jwiliy 

Johnson  had  had,  perhaps,  in  one  of  his  Oxford  risits,  some  suipielon  tlut  he  might  not  be  on  tbe  metf  s 

coolness  now  foripicten :  when,  bowerer,  be,  the  year  after.  '  terms  with  his  Grace.  —  See  antf,p.  9601  a.  S.^'Caooa. 

▼Islted    Blenheim  with  the  Thrales,    be  notes  that  Mr.  i 

uU?**     ^"^"^  ***™  *•  library  wtth  great  clfillty CaoKxa, 
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alloir  it,  9Kpsm  it  WM  not  a  supentition,  bvt  a 
whim.  Dr.  Johnson  would  not  admit  the  db- 
tioction.  There  wa«  man7  iuperstkions,  be 
maintuned,  not  connected  with  religion ;  and 
thu  was  one  of  them.  On  Itfondaj  we  had  a 
diffHite  St  the  Ci^ytain*fl,  whether  land-hills 
could  be  fixed  down  by  art.  Dr.  Johnfon  said, 
""  How  Ift0  dfracanyoudo  it  P  '*  *  bat  instantly 
corrected  Umselft  "^  How  can  you  do  it  ?  **  I 
never  befive  beard  him  use  a  phrase  of  that 
osture. 

He  hss  perticslarittes  which  it  is  impovible 
to  exphun.  He  never  wean  a  night-cap,  as  I 
iure  already  mentioned ;  bat  he  puts  a  hand- 
kerchief on  his  head  in  the  ni^t.  The  day 
that  we  left  Taliaker,  be  bade  us  ride  cm.  Hie 
then  tomed  the  bead  of  his  horse  back  towards 
Taiisker,  stepped  ior  some  time ;  then  wheeled 
round  to  the  sttne  direction  with  ours,  and  then 
came  brisidy  after  us.  He  sets  opoi  a  window 
in  the  ooldnt  dajr  or  night,  and  stands  before 
it  It  may  do  with  his  constitution ;  but  most 
people,  among  whom  I  am  one,  would  say,  with 
the  frogi  in  &e  Able,  ^  This  may  be  sport  to 
f  00 ;  but  it  is  death  to  us.**  It  is  in  vain  to 
try  to  find  a  m4?«ning  in  every  one  of  his  par- 
ticularities, which,  I  suppose,  are  mere  habits, 
contracted  hj  chance;  of  which  every  man 
has  some  that  are  more  or  less  remarkable. 
His  speaking  to  himseli^  or  rather  repeating, 
is  a  common  halMt  with  studious  men  accus- 
tomed to  deep  thinking ;  and,  in  consequence 
of  their  being  thos  rapt,  they  will  even  laugh 
by  themselTes,  if  the  subject  which  they  are 
masing  on  is  a  merry  one.  Dr.  Johnson  is  of)«n 
vttenog  jNous  ejaculations,  when  he  appears 
to  be  talking  to  hunself;  for  sometimes  his 
voice  grows  stronger,  and  parts  of  the  L<Hrd*8 
^jer  are  heard.  I  have  sat  beside  him  with 
nore  than  ordinary  reyerence  on  such  oc- 
casona.' 

In  oar  tour,  I  obseryed  that  he  was  dis- 
gusted whenerer  be  met  with  coarse  manners. 
He  said  to  me,  ^  I  know  not  how  it  is,  but  I 
cannot  bear  low  life ;  and  I  find  odiers,  who 
l^^e  as  good  a  right  as  I  to  be  fastidious,  bear 
it  better,  by  haying  mixed  more  with  different 
Kotfl  of  men.  You  would  think  that  I  have 
Bitted  pretty  well  too." 

He  raad  ttds  day  a  good  deal  of  my  Journal, 
*nttea  in  a  small  book  with  whldi  he  had 
MRilied  me,  and  was  pleased,  for  he  said,  ^  I 
wish  thy  books  were  twice  as  big.**  He  helped 
Be  to  fiU  up  bhaaks  which  I  had  left  in  first 
*^e  it,  wnea  I  was  not  quite  sure  of  what 
^  bad  said,  and  he  corrected  any  mistakes 
^Ihad  m«de.  ''They  ciOl  me  a  scholar,** 
'*i^  be,  **  and  yet  how  very  little  literature  is 
tbere  m  my  conversation.**  Boswbll.  "That, 
^>  nrast  be  aooording  to    your  company. 


'Jlw  VHMliu  vUek  Mnton  asked  with  radi  anusual 
**]«*>.  night  hav«  bem  mamenA,  **  bf  •owing  the  bent,  or 
^^f****"— Walter  Scott. 

JUb  roBiiiaMe  thit  Dr.  Johiwon  should  have  read  thii 
''"""t  of  Mat  or  bia  OTna  peculiar  taabtta,  without  aajrlng 


You  would  not  give  literature  to  those  who 
cannot  taste  it.  Stay  till  we  meet  Lord 
Elibaok.*' 

We  had  at  last  a  good  dinner,  or  rather 
eupper,  and  were  very  well  satisfied  with  our 
entertainment 

WedHadtn/t  Oct.  13.  —  Cd  called  me  up, 
with  intdllgence  that  it  was  a  good  day  for  a 
passage  to  Mull ;  and  just  as  we  rose,  a  sailor 
from  the  vessel  arrived  for  us.  We  got  all  ready 
with  despatch.  Dr.  Johnson  was  m^eased  at 
my  bustling  and  walking  quickly  up  and  down. 
H!e  said,  **  It  does  not  hasten  us  a  bit.  It  is 
getting  <m  horsebadc  in  a  ship.'  All  boys  do 
It ;  and  you  are  longer  a  boy  than  others.  He 
himself  nas  no  alertness,  or  whatever  it  may  be 
called ;  so  he  may  dislike  it,  as  *'  Odervmt 
kUarem  tride9^ 

Before  we  reached  tlie  haxix>ur,  the  wind 
grew  high  again.  However,  the  small  boat 
was  waitmg,  and  took  us  on  board.  We  re- 
mained for  some  time  in  uncertainty  what  to 
do ;  at  last  it  was  determined,  that,  as  a  good 
part  of  the  day  was  over,  and  it  was  dangerous 
to  be  at  sea  at  night,  in  such  a  vessel  and  sudi 
weather,  we  ahomd  not  sail  till  the  morning 
tide,  when  the  wind  would  probably  be  more 
gentle.  We  resolved  not  to  go  ashore  agun, 
but  lie  here  in  readiness.  Dr.  Johnson  and  I 
had  each  a  bed  in  the  cabin.  Col  sat  at  the 
fire  in  the  forecastle,  with  the  captain,  and 
Joseph,  and  the  rest.  I  eat  some  dry  oatmeal, 
of  whidi  I  found  a  barrel  in  the  cabm.  I  had 
not  done  this  since  I  was  a  boy.  Dr.  Johnson 
owned  that  he  too  was  fond  of  it  when  a  boy ; 
a  circumstance  which  I  was  highly  pleased  to 
bear  from  him,  as  it  gave  me  an  opportunity  of 
observing  that,  notwithstanding  his  joke  on  the 
article  or  oats,  he  was  himself  a  proof  that  this 
kind  iA  food  was  not  peculiar  to  the  people  of 
Scotland. 

Tkwrtday,  Oct  14. --When  Dr.  Johnson 
awaked  this  morning,  he  called  ^^Lakhyt^ 
having,  I  suppose,  been  thinking  of  Langton, 
but  corrected  himself  instantly,  and  cried, 
"  Bozzy  /  **  He  has  a  wav  of  contracting  the 
names  of  his  friends.  Goldsmith  feels  himsdf 
so  important  now,  as  to  be  displeased  at  it.  I 
remember  one  day,  when  Tom  Davies  was 
telling  that  Dr.  Johnson  said,  ^^  We  acQ  all  in 
labour  for  a  name  to  CMdy^s^  pUy,  Goldsmitii 
cried,  **I  have  often  desired  him  not  to  call  me 
Goldy.**  ♦ 

Between  six  and  seven  we  hauled  our  anchor, 
and  set  sail  with  a  fair  breese ;  and,  after  a 
{feasant  voyage,  we  got  safely  and  agreeably 
mto  the  harbour  of  Tobermorie,  b^ore  the 
wind  rose,  which  it  always  bos  done,  for  some 
days,  about  noon. 

Tobermorie  is  an  ejcc^ent  harbour.    An 


anj  thing  on  the  nil^ect,  which  I  hoped  he  would  hare  done. 
— BoawKLL.    See  tuUe^  p.  1S6. 

*  Ttaii  is  from  the  Jenti  of  Hlerodet.  ^  CioKES. 

4  See  mO,  p.  364 — C. 
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idand  lies  before  it,  «nd  it  is  surroanded  by  a 
bUlj  theatre.  The  island  is  too  low,  otherwise 
this  would  be  quite  a  secure  port;  but,  the 
island  not  being  a  sufficient  protection,  some 
storms  blow  very  hard  here.  Not  long  ago, 
fifteen  vessels  were  blown  from  their  moorings. 
There  are  sometimes  sixty  or  seventy  sail 
here :  to-day  there  were  twelve  or  fourteen 
vessels.  To  see  such  a  fleet  was  the  next  thtnff 
to  seeing  a  town.  The  vessels  were  from  dif 
ferent  places;  Clyde,  Campbell-town,  New- 
castle, «c.  One  was  returning  to  Lancaster 
from  Hamburgh.  After  having  been  shut  up  so 
long  in  Col,  the  sight  of  such  an  assemblage  of 
moving  habitations,  containing  such  a  variety 
of  people,  engaged  in  different  pursuits,  gave 
me  much  gaiety  of  roirit.  When  we  had 
landed,  Dr.  Johnson  saia,  ''Boswell  is  now  all 
alive.  He  is  like  Antaeus ;  he  gets  new  vigour 
whenever  he  touches  the  ground.**  I  went  to 
the  top  of  a  hill  fronting  the  harbour,  from 
whence  I  had  a  good  view  of  it.  We  had  here 
a  tolerable  inn.  Dr.  Johnson  had  owned  to 
me  this  morning,  that  he  was  out  of  humour. 
Indeed,  he  showed  it  a  good  deal  in  the  ship ; 
for  when  I  was  expressing  my  joy  on  tne 
prospect  of  our  lanaing  in  MuU,  he  said,  he 
nad  no  joy,  when  he  recollected  that  it  would 
be  five  days  before  he  should  get  to  the  main 
land.  I  was  afraid  he  would  now  take  a 
sudden  resolutbn  to  give  up  sedng  Icolmkill. 
A  did&  of  tea,  and  some  good  bread  and  butter, 
did  him  service,  and  his  bad  humour  went  off. 
I  told  him,  that  I  was  diverted  to  hear  all  the 
people  whom  we  had  visited  in  our  tour  say, 
**  Himut  man  I  he*s  pleased  with  every  thing ; 
he's  always  content  !^  "« Little  do  they  know,** 
said  L    He  laughed,  and  said,  ^  You  rogue !  ** 

We  sent  to  hire  horses  to  carry  us  across 
the  island  of  Mull  to  the  shore  opposite  to 
Inch-kenneth,  the  residence  of  oir  Allan 
McLean,  nnde  to  young  Celt  and  chief  of  the 
McLeans,  to  whose  house  we  intended  to  go 
the  next  day.  Our  friend  Col  went  to  visit  ms 
annt,  the  wife  of  Dr.  Alexander  McLean,  a 
physician,  who  lives  about  a  mile  from  Tober* 
morie. 

Dr.  Johnson  and  I  sat  by  ourselves  at  the 
inn,  and  talked  a  oood  deaL  I  told  him,  that 
I  had  found,  in  Leandro  Alberti*s  **  Descrip- 
tion of  Italy,**  much  of  what  Addison  has 
given  us  in  his  **  Remarks.** '  He  said,  ^  The 
collection  of  passages  from  the  Classics  has 
been  made  by  another  Italian :  it  is,  however, 
impossible  to  detect  a  man  u  a  plagiarv  in 
such  a  case,  because  all  who  set  about  making 
•uch  a  collection  must  find  the  same  passages ; 


i  9mfMt,  7th  April,  177lk_ C. 

>  The  Prmch  um  agwiiKiiftr  for  drmlpg  up  or  eooklng 
w U.  and  Mr.  Botwell  probaMj  meant,  bf  *  0ccommodmtmg 
Utaraturo,"  maklnc  it  more  acoestlble  and  rradier  for 
ordinary  use ;  b<it  I  cannot  with  rrference  Co  (hit  use  of  It 
•Bjr,  with  Master  Shallow,  that  **  mecommotttUe  is  a  Tery  tem- 

lendahie  phrase.**—  Caocia. 

>  I  take  leate  to  enter  my  stranint  protest  afalntt  thfi 
Bossuet  1  hold  to  be  one  of  the  first  luminaries 


in 


but,  if  you  find  the  same  a]^ 
another  book,  then  Addison*s  leaming  in  Us 
*  Remarks*  tumbles  down.    It  if  s  tedious 
book ;  and,  if  it  were  not  attadied  to  Addiwa't 
previous  reputation,  one  would  not  think  modi 
of  it.    Had  he  written  nothing  else,  hit  ubm 
would  not  have  lived.    Addison  does  not  tern 
to  have  gone  deep  in  Italian  literstnre:  be 
shows  nouiing  of  it  in  his  subsequent  writbgf. 
He  shows  a  great  deal  of  French  lesnung. 
There  is,  perhaps,  more  knowledge  Gtrcolateid 
in  the  French  language  than  in  sav  other.  I 
There  is  more  original  knowledge  in  EngVisb."* 
''But  the  French,**  said  I,  ''have  the  irt  of 
accommodating  literature."  '  JonnoH.  **Y(i, 
Sir ;  we  have  no  such  book  as  MorerTt  'Die* 
tionary.***  Boswbzx.  •*Tbeir 'Ana* sfs good* 
JoHRSoir.    "  A  few  of  them  are  good;  but  ve 
have  one  book  of  that  kind  better  than  snr  U 
them,  Selden's  'Table-talk.*    As  to  origiui 
literature,  the  French  have  a  couple  of  trtf.t 
poets  who  go  round  the  world,  Rsane  laJ 
Uomeille,  and  one  comic  poet,  IfoU^**   Bos* 
WBLL.     "They   have    Fendoo.**     Jow»o». 
"Why,  Sir,  Telemachus  is  pretty  weO.**   Br»- 
WBix.    "And  Voltaire,  Sir.**  Jonsov.  **H( 
has  not  stood  his  trial  yet    And  what  nukfS 
Voltaire  chiefly  circulate  is  coQecCioo,  f^  ^ 
his  '  Universal  Historv.'  -    BA«rBx-  *  Wb; 


do  you  say  to  the  Bishop  of  Meaiix  f  **  Jos^' 
SON.  "Sir,  nobody  reads  him.**'  He  vouJ 
not  allow  Massillon  and  Bomdaloue  tf»  c^ 
round  the  world.     In  general,  howerfr,  bj 

Save  the  French  much  praise  lor  their  u^ 
ustry. 

He  asked  me  whether  be  had  mentioocd,  d 
an^  of  the  pipers  of  the  **  Rambler,*  the  df| 
scription  in  Virgil  of  the  entrance  into  H«N 
with  an  application  to  the  presa;  '^fcr,**  iv 
he,  "  I  do  not  much  remembcar  them.*  1  ^ ' 
him,  "No.**    Upon  which  he  reported  it  :-* 

<*  Vettibulum  ante  ipsum,  prtaaiaqaa  ia  ^^^'^  ^ 

Orel, 
Luetus  ct  ultricci  posocra  cubOia  Cm; 
Pallentcaque  habitant  Morbi,  tiisli«|tte  Scoert^ 
£t    Metui,    et  nalcsuada    Famow   ct   i^ 

Egestas, 
TerribilcsmulbnnK;  LelhiiBaqttS^  Lahor^« 


"Now,**  said  he,  "almost  aU  these appt;'^ 
actly  to  an  author ;  all  tlieae  are  the  cnpc*'^ 
tants  of  a  printing-house.**  I  pamiosed  u*  ^ 
to  dictate  an  essay  on  it,  and  oAered  to  vrl 
it.  He  said  he  would  not  do  H  th«e«  ^ 
perhaps  would  write  one  at  aoaae  Iwcnre  f«^T>i 
The  Sunday  evening  that  we  sal  bf  ^^ 
selves  at  Aberdeen,  I  asked  btna  several  r  i 


of  reUffen  and 
It  U  ftitl  tine  tbef 


If 

tefin 


4  Just  tn  the  gate,  and  fai  the  J«««  of  Hell, 
RerenfrAil  Cares  and  snllen  a^stosfs  4m 
And  pale  Ptsiosss.  and  rrplsUnc  Aae  t 
'Want.  Fpar,  and  Famine's  ur  r>>lit»J  raee : 
Herv  ToiU  and  Dmih.  sitd  Dwtli*e  ^l^^-**^ 


Forms  terrtUe  to  slew,  iboir 


^U.i..    1 
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ticulin  of  bis  Ufe,  from  his  early  yean,  which 
be  readily  told  me ;  and  I  wrote  them  down 
before  him.  This  day  I  proceeded  in  my  in- 
quiries, also  writing  them  in  his  presence.  I 
iisve  tbem  on  deta^ed  sheets.  I  shall  collect 
inthentic  materials  for  The  Life  of  Samuel 
Johatoo,  LL.D.,  and,  if  I  sarvive  him,  I  shall 
be  oae  who  will  moat  faithfully  do  honour  to 
his  neniory.  I  haye  now  a  yast  treasure  of  his 
ooorenstion,  at  different  tim^  since  the  year 
17S2,  when  I  first  obtmned  his  acquaintance ; 
tod,  bj  ssfidnoiis  inquirr,  I  can  make  up  ibr 
not  iaowing  him  sooner.^ 

A  NewcMtle  ship-master,  who  happened  to 
be  in  the  honae,  mtruded  himself  upon  us. 
Hewssmuch  in  liquor,  and  talked  nonsense 
ibout  his  being  a  man  for  WUhes  and  Libertjf^ 
sad  sgaiast  the  ministrr.  Dr.  Johnson  was 
angry,  that  **  a  feUow  should  come  into  oitr 
eompsay,  who  was  fit  for  wo  company.**  He 
ieftussooo. 

Cd  returned  £rom  his  aunt,  and  told  us,  she 
mssted  that  we  ahould  come  to  her  house  that 
o^t  He  introduced  to  us  Mr.  Campbell,  the 
Duke  of  Argyle*s  fiictor  in  Tyr-yL  He  was 
s  gcsleel,  agreembla  man.  He  was  ^ing  to 
iDTeranr,  and  promised  to  put  letters  mto  the 
pQst-oflioe  for  ua.  I  now  found  that  Dr.  John- 
son's dc^  to  get  on  the  main  land  arose  from 
^  aniietr  to  have  an  opportunity  of  conveying 
letters  to  his  friends. 

AAer  dinner,  we  proceeded  to  Dr.  M^Lean*s, 
vhich  wu  about  n  mile  from  our  inn.  He  was 
B(<  St  home,  but  we  were  received  by  his  lady 
sihI  daughter,  who  entertained  us  so  well,  that 
Dr.  Johnson  seemed  auito  happ^.  When  we 
^  npped,  he  eskea  me  to  give  him  some 
f<(«r  to  write  letters.  I  begged  he  would 
vnte  short  ooea,  and  not  expaJtiaU^  as  we  ought 
^^  off  early.  He  was  irriteted  by  this,  and 
^  **  What  must  be  done,  must  be  done :  the 
i^l  is  paat  a  joke.**— "Nay,  Sir,**  said  I, 
'vnte  as  much  as  yon  please;  but  do  not 
''Une  me,  if  we  are  kept  six  days  before  we 
S^  u>  the  main  land.  X  ou  were  very  impa- 
ct in  ihe  raomii^ :  but  no  sooner  do  you 
Sr4  joorself  in  gooa  quarters,  than  you  forget 
'•tut  joa  are  to  move.**  I  got  him  paper  enough, 
^  we  parted  in  good  humour. 

^  me  now  recollect  whatever  particulars  I 
bit  oniiied.  In  the  morning  I  said  to  him, 
ta'ure  we  hsnded  at  Tobermorie,  "  We  shall 
^  Ih.  McLean,  who  has  written  the  History 
''  >^  M^Leana.**  Johksoh.  "  I  have  no  p^t 
K'<^ce  to  alay  to  hear  the  history^  of  the 
^'UaasL  I  would  radier  hear  the  history  of 
^Thnles.**  When  on  Mull,  I  said,  "  Well, 
^>  this  ia  the  foorth  of  the  Hebrides  that 


to  me  to  reflect,  that  Dr.  Jolui- 

beteff  mpprlwMl  of  nj  InteDtiont,  oom- 

qoeot  period!,  maov  puticulara  of 

eooU  Bot  oChervlse   hare  been 

Thb  b  A  cooclualve  aiuwer  to 

.  BneweU'f  pubUeatkm  on  the 

to  JobMoa CtoEia. 

vwyintt.  The  tlBo  far  the  lUbrtdas 


we  have  been  upon.**  Johnson.  "Nay,  we 
cannot  boast  of  the  number  we  have  seen. 
We  thought  we  should  see  many  more.  We 
thought  of  sailing  about  easily  from  island 
to  island ;  and  so  we  should,  had.  we  come  at 
a  better  *  season ;  but  we,  being  wise  men, 
thought  it  would  be  summer  all  the  year  where 
we  were.  However,  Sir,  we  have  seen  enough 
to  ^ve  us  a  pretty  good  notion  of  the  system 
of  msular  life.*' 

^  Let  me  not  forget,  that  he  sometimes  amused 
himself  with  very  sbght  reading ;  from  which, 
however,  hb  conversation  showed  that  he  con- 
trived to  extract  some  benefit.  At  Captain 
M*Lean*s  he  read  a  good  deal  in  "  Hie  Charm- 
er,** a  collection  of  songs. 

Friday^  Oct.  15. — We  this  morning  found 
that  we  could  not  proceed,  there  being  a  violent 
storm  of  wind  and  rain,  and  the  rivers  being 
impassable.  When  I  expressed  my  discontent 
at  our  confinement,  Dr.  Johnson  said,  "  Now 
that  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  writing  to 
the  main  land,  I  am  in  no  such  haste.**  iwaa 
amused  with  his  being  so  easily  satisfied ;  for 
the  truth  was,  that  the  gentleman  who  was  to 
convey  our  letters,  as  I  was  now  informed,  was 
not  to  set  out  for  Liverary  for  some  time ;  so 
that  it  was  probable  we  should  be  there  as  soon 
as  he :  however,  I  did  not  undeceive  my  friend, 
but  suffered  him  to  enjoy  his  fancy. 

Dr.  Johnson  asked,  m  the  evening,  to  see 
Dr.  M'Lean*s  books.  He  took  down  "  Willis 
de  AnimaBrutorum,***  and  pored  over  it  a  good 
deal. 

Miss  McLean  produced  some  Erse  poems  bv 
John  McLean,  wno  was  a  famous  bard  in  Mull, 
and  had  died  only  a  few  years  ago.  He  could 
neither  read  nor  write.  She  read  and  trans- 
lated two  of  them ;  one,  a  kind  of  el^y  on  Sir 
John  M*Lean*s  being  obliged  to  fly  his  country 
in  1715 ;  another,  a  dialogue  between  two 
Roman  Catholic  young  ladies,  sisters,  whether 
it  was  better  to  be  a  nun  or  to  marry.  I 
could  not  perceive  much  poetical  imagery  in 
the  translation.  Yet  all  ot  our  companv  who 
understood  Erse  seemed  charmed  with  the 
original.  There  may,  perhaps,  be  some  choice 
of  expression,  and  some  excellence  of  arrange- 
ment, that  cannot  be  shown  in  translation. 

After  we  had  exhausted  the  Erse  poems,  of 
which  Dr.  Johnson  said  nothing.  Miss  McLean 
gave  us  several  tunes  on  a  spinnet,  which, 
Uiough  made  so  Ions  ago  as  in  1667,  was  still 
very  well  toned.  She  sun^  along  with  it.  Dr. 
Jolmson  seemed  pleased  with  the  music,  though 
he  owns  he  neither  likes  it,  nor  has  hardly  any 
perception  of  it.  At  Mr.  M'Pherson*s,  in  Slate, 
ne  told  us,  that  **he  knew  a  drum  from  a 


was  too  late  by  a  month  or  ilx  wecka,  I  bare  beard  thote 
wbo  mneoibered  tbetr  tour  ezpresa  curprlM  they  were  not 
flfmnie4. — WAtTsa  Soorr. 

*  Dr.  Tbomaa  WIIIU,  an  eminent  pbyiiclan,  bom  1032. tiled 
1874,  pabllthed  many  Latin  work*  on  Anatomy  and  Phyalo- 
loty>  I  do  not  And  that  bla  Treatise  de  Anima  Bnitonim 
cUber  traaslaCed  or  reprtoted.  —  Choebe. 
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tnimpet,  and  a  bagpipe  fitmi  a  guitar,  wLich 
was  about  the  extent  of  his  knoirledge  of 
music/'  To-night  he  said,  that,  "« if  he  had 
learnt  music,  he  should  hare  been  afraid  he 
would  have  done  nothing  elae  but  pbtf •  It 
was  a  method  of  employing  the  mind,  without 
the  labour  of  thinking  at  all,  and  with  some 
applause  fnmi  a  man's  flelf.** 

We  had  the  music  of  the  Wpip^  ererT*  day, 
at  Armidale,  Dunvegan,  and  LoL  Dr.  «Fohn- 
son  appemred  fond  of  it,  and  used  often  to  stand 
for  some  time  with  his  ear  dose  to  the  great 
drone. 

The  penurious  gentleman  of  our  aequaint- 
aace,  formerly  alluded  to,  afforded  us  a  to^ic 
of  conversation  to-night.'  Dr.  Johnson  said, 
I  ought  to  write  down  a  collection  of  the  in- 
stances of  his  narrowness,  as  they  almost  ex- 
ceeded belief.  C6L  told  us,  that  0*Kane,  the 
Amous  Irish  harper,  was  onoe  at  that  gentle- 
man's house.  He  could  not  find  in  his  heart 
to  give  him  any  money,  but  ganre  him  a  key  for 
a  harp,  which  was  findy  ornamented  with  gold 
and  silver,  and  with  a  precious  stone,  and  was 
worth  eighty  or  a  hundred  guineas.  He  did 
not  know  the  value  of  it ;  awl  when  he  came 
to  know  it,  he  would  finn  have  had  it  back ;  but 
O'Kane  took  care  that  he  should  not.  Jom- 
sov.  **  They  exaggerate  the  value ;  everybody 
is  so  desirous  that  he  should  befleeoed.  I  am  very 
willing  it  should  be  worth  eighty  or  a  hundred 
guineas ;  but  I  do  not  believe  it.**  Boswxll. 
.^*  I  do  not  think  0*Kane  was  obliged  to  ^ve  it 
back.**  Johnson.  **  No,  Sir.  If  a  man  with  his 
eyes  open,  and  without  any  means  used  to  de- 
ceive mm,  ^es  me  a  thing,  I  am  not  to  let  him 
have  it  again  when  he  grows  wiser.  I  like  to  see 
how  avarice  defeats  itself:  how,  when  avoiding 
to  part  with  money,  the  miser  gives  lomething 
more  valuable.**  CoL  said,  the  getttlemaa*s  re- 
lations were  angry  at  his  giving  way  the  harp 
key,  for  it  had  l^en  long  in  the  family.  John- 
son. ^  Shr,  he  values  a  new  guinea  more  than 
an  old  friend.** 

Co/  also  told  us,  that  the  same  person  hav- 
iag  come  up  with  a  sergeant  and  twenty  men, 
working  on  the  high  road,  he  entered  into  dis- 
course with  the  sergeant,  and  then  gave  him 
sixpence  for  the  men  to  drink.  The  sergeant 
asked,  ''Who  is  this  fellow?**  Upon  being 
informed,  he  said,  **  If  I  had  known  who  he 
was,  I  should  have  thrown  it  in  his  face.** 
Johnson.  ^  There  is  much  want  of  sense  in  all 
this.  He  had  no  business  to  speak  with  the 
sergeant.  He  might  have  been  in  haste,  and 
trotted  on.  He  has  not  learnt  to  be  a  miser : 
I  believe  we  must  take  him  apprentice.** 
BoswBLL.  ^  He  would  grudge  giving  half  a 
guinea  to  be  tought.**    Johnsoh.   ^  Nay,  Sir, 


>  air  hXvucuim  Maedmiald.^CftORia. 

•  JolwMO*a  ToltmCMrios  to  make  tfals  alldvfcm  wouML  of 
HMir,  haf«  r«Ait«d  MIm  Sew«nt'«  nulevolrnt  foble  of  Mt 
havlntf  had  aa  vacl*  haagcd.  —  CaoKim. 

>  lir.  Langton  thlnlu  thti  mutt  have  bcvn  die  haatj  rx- 
prcMloo  of  a  tplanctk  OMaMnC,  as  he  hac  baard  Dr.  Johiuoo 


TOO  must  teach  him  grmlu,  Tmi  rnuft  ;nre 
him  an  opportunity  to  practise  your  precepLH.' 

Let  me  now  go  back,  and  dean  jJhaawmm. 
The  Saturday  before  we  safled  from  Sltte,  I 
sat  awhile  in  the  afternoon  with  Dr.  John»jo 
in  his  room,  in  a  quiet  seriou  friaie.  1  ob- 
served, that  hardly  any  man  was  soeantel? 
prepared  for  dying ;  bat  almost  every  one  leil 
something  undone,  something  in  coBAi.«ioo; 
that  my  father,  indeed,  told  me  he  knew  one 
man  (CJarlide  of  Limekilns^  after  whose  dnrh 
all  his  papen  were  found  m  exact  order;  sod 
nothing  was  omitted  in  Ua  wifl.  JomiMic. 
^ Sir,  I  had  an  uncle*  who  died  so;  bat  wib 
attention  requires  great  leisure,  sod  pvt\ 
firmness  of  mind,  u  one  was  to  think  mb- 
stantly  of  death,  the  bnaineos  of  life  woulJ 
stand  still.  I  am  no  friend  to  makiiw  relipoo 
appear  too  hard.  Many  good  people  haTe  done 
hwm,  by  giving  severe  notions  of  it.  Id  t^ 
same  way  as  to  learning:  I  never  ftigbtra 
yoonff  people  with  diffienuiat;  ontheeootrarr, 
I  tell  them  that  they  may  very  eanly  prt  is 
much  as  will  do  very  wdL  I  do  not  uiiiec^l 
tell  them  that  they  will  be  Btidkp."* 

The  ni^t  we  rode  to  C6l*%  house,  I  ni^ 
**  Lord  EKbank  is  probably  voodsrin^  whit  b 
become  of  us.**  JoHNsair.  **•  No,  noTbe  if  mk 
thinking  of  us.**  Boawmx.  *«  Bat  reooUtct  the 
warmth  with  which  he  wrote.  Are  we  not  to 
believe  a  man,  when  he  says  he  has  s  gmi 
desire  to  see  another  ?  DoD*t  yoa  beliere  tLit 
I  was  very  impatient  for  yoor  coming  to  S(*i4« 
land?**  Jomieov.  «*YeB,  Sir;  I  bdicrt.^^ 
were ;  and  I  was  impatient  to  oobm  to  vi«a^ 
A  young  man  feels  so,  bat  seldom  n  old  nan ' 
I  however  convinced  him  timt  Letd  EUbitt 
who  has  much  of  the  spirit  <Mf  a  yonag  ">*^ 
might  feel  so.  He  asked  me  if  ear  jaaat  hjA 
answered  expectation.  I  said  it  had  nmeb  f  x« 
ceeded  it.  I  expected  mndi  difficnhr  vhb 
him,  and  had  not  found  it  •*  And,"  he  '•iUr\ 
**  wherever  we  have  eooK,  we  have  hern  ft* 
coved  like  princes  in  their  progress.** 

He  said,  he  would  not  vnah  net  to  bo  -'-^ 
ffusted  in  the  Highlands ;  for  that  would  \t  '* 
lose  the  power  of  distmguiahinff,  and  a  maa 
might  then  lie  down  in  the  nuddle  of  tben- 
He  wished  only  to  conceal  hia  d^gnst 

At  Captain  M'Lean*s,  I  mentiDned  IV  * 
friend,  Spence.  Jomsoa.  ^'He  was  a  «^ 
conceited  man.**'  Boawsix.  ^AteodscM^'* 
SirP**  Jomaow.  •'Why,no,8ir.^  Bos«tii- 
"« He  was  a  pretty  scfaobu*.**  Jommom.  ^'Vi 
have  about  reached  him.** 

Last  night  at  the  inn,  when  the  heter  m 
Tyr-yi  spdce  of  his  having  heard  that  s  n*4 
was  put  on  some  part  St  the  boildiar*  "^ 
Icolnddll,  I  unluckily  said,  •"  It  wiU  bs  UHta- 


or  Mr.  8| 


loa 


etptor,  bo 


that  hit  odalrrtle  Lleoe  of  the 
ewtehod  bf  ^paooa^  AsaodolH  oC 


of  retpeec,  aa  to  liiow  Umk  iMa  w 
oThla.   Let  no  add  (hat.  hi  tiM  an 
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oite  if  we  Sad  a  catliednl  witJi  a  roof  on  it.*' 

Imid  tlm  from  a  fooliab  anzkty  to  engage 

Dr.  Jokmaa'a  curioaity  more.    He  took  me 

abortakonoe.    «  What,  Sir  ?  liow can  you  talk 

10?  If  we  aliall>M<  a  cathedral  roofed!  as  if 

vewcregoingtoalBmiuioopitte.*  whenerery 

tliuf  that  it  at  Tcolmkill  m  ao  well  known. 

Yoa  in  hke  aome  Kcw  EsglaBd-men  who 

I  cune  to  the  BKMitk  of  die  Tlnniee.    ^Come,* 

aid  thejf  ^lei  la  go  op  and  ste  what  sort  of 

I  mhibitaali  there  are  here.*    Tbey  talked,  Sir, 

H  if  ther  had  been  to  so  up  the  Suaqoehannah, 

<r«7ShffAaerica5rivVr;'     --^-"=— ™^ 

&EM9,  Oct  16.— This  daT  there  was  a 

anr  bkmb,  and  the  weather  eoaiwed  for  the 

becter.    Dr.  Johnson  said  of  Mms  M'Lean, 

"Sbe  it  the  most  aocomplisbed  lady  that  I  have 

bad  m  the  ffighlands.    She  kiiows  Freneh, 

mamcy  sad  drawing,  sews  ncatlTV  nakes  shell** 

vork,  sad  can  milk  oows ;  in  sbaiti  she  can  do 

emj  thiiy.     She  talks  sensiblT,  and  is  the 

&m  penon  whom  I  have  found,  that  can  trana- 

Itte  £ne  poecnr   literailj.'*     We   set  out, 

,  iMnated  on  littM  Mull  hones.    Mull  oone- 

"Poaded  exactly  with  the  idea  which  I  had 

myw  had  of  it ;  a  hilly  countvjr,  diversified 

vicb  beath  and  grassi  and  many  muletB.    Dr. 

Jokumi  waa  not  in  very  good  hnmonr.    He 

f  aid,  it  was  a  dreary  conntrr,  much  worse  than 

^.   Idiflfarad  froaa  hian.    '•O,  Sor,**  said 

k'^amQstdokMPoas  eonntry!** 

^e  had  a  TCiy  hard  journey  to-day.    I  had 

w  bridle  kr  my  shcfttoe,  but  onlv  a  kdter ; 

aid  Joseph  rode  withont  a  aaddfe.    At  one 

f^  a  ioeh  havinff  swelled  over  the  road,  we 

«oe  obliged  to  inuBge  through  pretty  deep 

*>taT.    Ur.  JohuMi  observed,  how  helpless  a 

•u  would  be,  were  he  travelling  here  akme, 

^  Aould  meet  with  any  accident ;  and  said, 

''W  longed  to  gci  to  a  0(nai<yy  o^  aadlEiZM  and 

^f^*.**    He  waa  more  out  of  humour  to-day 

tku  be  has  been  in  the  course  of  our  tour, 

J^  fretted  to  iisid  that  his  little  horse  eonld 

^^Todj  support  his  weight;  and  having  suf- 

^B«d  a  loss,  which,  thoucn  small  m  itaeU',  was 

^ MBe  eonaeqaeaee tomm,  while  travelling 

'he  runad  atocpaef  MuH,  where  he  was  at 

^•^9  <mged  to  wa&.    The  loss  that  I  allude 

SB  WIS  that  of  the  large  oak-stick,  which,  mb  I 

•Utterly  mentaooed,  he  had  brought  with  him 

^«  T.ondnn,     It  waa  of  great  use  to  him  in 

V  wild  peregiiimtions ;  for,  ever  since  his 

f'  illness  in  1766,  he  has  hiud  a  weakness  in 

^  kaee%  and  baa  not  been  able  to  walk  easfly. 

I:  had  too  the  properties  of  a  measure ;  for 

^  sail  waa  dnwea  into  it  at  the  length  of  a 

.V(;  another  ni  that  of  a  yard.    In  return  for 

'  am  it  had  done  him,  he  said,  this 

he  womXd  auke  a  present  of  it  to 

;  but  he  little  thooght  he  was  so 

to  loee  it.    A»  he  preferred  riding  with  a 

it  waa  iatrwated  to  a  fellow  to  be  de- 


livered to  our  bagffage-maa,  who  foUoweil  us 
at  some  distance  rout  we  never  mw  it  more. 
I  could  not  persuade  him  out  of  a  suspicion 
that  it  had  been  stolen.  ^  Ko,  no,  my  fnend," 
said  he;  *^it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  any 
man  in  Mull,  who  has  got  it,  will  part  with  it. 
Consider,  Sir,  the  value  of  such  tk  piece  of  Irm- 
berhenr 

As  we  travelled  this  forenoon,  we  met  Dr. 
McLean,  who  expressed  much  r^^ret  at  his 
having  been  so  unfortunate  m  to  be  absent 
while  we  were  at  Ins  house. 

We  were  in  hopes  to  get  to  Sir  Allan  Mac- 
lean's at  Indikenneth,  to-night ;  but  the  ei^ht 
miles  of  which  our  road  was  eaid  to  consist, 
were  so  very  loi^,  that  we  did  not  reach  the 
opposite  coast  of  Mull  till  seven  at  night, 
though  we  had  set  out  about  eleven  in  the 
forenoon ;  and  when  we  did  arrive  there,  we 
found  the  wind  strong  against  us.  Col  de- 
termined that  we  should  pass  the  night  at 
MH2narrie*s,  in  the  island  of  Ulva,  which  lies 
between  Mull  and  Indikenneth ;  and  a  servant 
wm  sent  forward  to  the  ferry,  to  secure  the 
boat  for  us :  but  the  boat  was  gone  to  the  Ulva 
side,  and  the  wind  was  so  high  that  the  pec^le 
could  not  hear  him  call ;  and  the  i4^  ao  dark 
that  they  conld  not  see  a  signaL  We  should 
have  been  in  a  very  bad  situation,  had  there 
not  fortunately  beoi  lying  in  the  little  sound 
of  Ulva  an  Irnh  vess^  tl^  Bonnetta,  of  Lon- 
donderry, Captain  M'Lure,  master.  He  him- 
self was  at  MK2oarrie*s;  but  his  men  obligingly 
came  with  their  long-boat,  and  ferried  us  over. 

MH^arrie*s  house  was  mean ;  but  we  were 
agreeably  surprised  with  the  i^jpearance  of  the 
master,  whom  we  found  to  be  inteUieent,  polite, 
and  much  a  man  of  the  world.'  Though  his 
clan  is  not  numerous,  he  is  a  Tery  ancient 
chief,  and  hm  a  burial-place  at  IcolmkilL  He 
told  us,  his  family  had  possessed  Ulva  for  nine 
hunched  years ;  but  I  was  distressed  to  hear 
that  it  was  aoon  to  be  sold  for  payment  of  his 
debts. 

Captain  M*Lure,  whom  we  found  here,  wss 
of  Scotch  extraction,  and  properlv  a  Macleod, 
being  descended  of  some  of  the  Macleods  who 
went  with  Sir  Korman  of  Bemera  to  the  battle 
of  Worcester;  and  after  the  defeat  of  the  roy- 
alists, fled  to  Ireland,  and,  to  conceal  them- 
selves, took  a  difierent  name.  He  told  me, 
there  wm  a  great  number  of  them  about  Lon- 
donderry; some  of  good  property.  I  said, 
the^  showd  now  resume  their  real  name.  The 
Laird  of  Macleod  should  go  over,  and  assem- 
Ue  them,  and  make  them  aU  drink  the  lar<^ 
horn  foil,  and  from  that  time  they  should  be 
Macleods.  Tlie  captain  informed  us,  he  had 
named  his  ship  the  JSonnetta,  out  of  gratitude 
to  ]hfovidence ;  for  once  when  we  was  sailing 
to  America  with  a  good  number  of  passengers, 
the  ship  in  which  to  then  sailed  was  becalmed 
for  five  weeks,  and  during  all  that  time,  num- 
bers of  the  fish  Bonnetta  swam  close  to  her, 
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and  were  caught  for  food ;  he  resolred,  there- 
fore,  that  the  ship  he  should  next  get  diould 
be  called  the  Bonnetta. 

M^Quarrie  told  us  a  strong  instance  of  the 
second  sight}  He  had  gone  to  Edinburgh,  and 
taken  a  manosenrant  afons  with  him.  An  old 
woman,  who  was  in  the  house,  sud  one  day, 
^  M^Quarrie  will  be  at  home  to-morrow,  and 
wUl  bring  two  gentlemen  with  him ;  *'  and  she 
said,  she  saw  his  servant  return  in  red  and 
green.  He  did  come  home  next  daj.  He  had 
two  gentleman  with  him,  and  his  servant  had 
a  new  red  and  green  livery,  which  M^Quarrie 
had  bouffht  for  him  at  Edinburgh,  upon  a 
sudden  thought,  not  having  the  least  intention 
when  he  left  nome  to  put  his  servant  in  livery; 
so  that  the  old  woman  could  not  have  heard 
any  previous  mention  of  it.  This,  he  assured 
us,  was  a  true  story. 

M^Quarne  insisted  that  the  Mereheia  MmU* 
enon^  mentioned  in  our  old  charters,  did  really 
mean  the  privilege  which  a  lord  of  the  nunor 
or  a  baron  had,  to  have  the  first  night  of  all 
his  vas8al*a  wives.  Dr.  Johnson  said,  the  belief 
of  such  a  custom  having  existed  was  also  held 
in  England,  where  there  is  a  tenure  called 
Borough-EngUsh,  by  which  the  eldest  child 
does  not  inherit,  from  a  doubt  of  his  being  ti^e 
son  of  the  tenant*  M*Qiiarrie  told  us,  that 
still,  on  the  marriage  of  each  of  his  tenants,  a 
sheep  is  due  to  him ;  for  which  the  oompoution 
is  fixed  at  five  shilling.  I  suppose,  IJlva  is 
the  onl jT  place  where  this  custom  remains.' 

Talking  of  the  sale  of  an  estate  of  an  ancient 
family,  which  was  said  to  have  been  purchased 
much  under  its  value  by  the  confidential  lawyer 
of  that  family,  and  it  being  mentioned  that  the 
sale  would  probably  be  set  aside  by  a  suit  in 
equity.  Dr.  Johnson  said,  ^  I  am  very  willing 
that  this  sale  should  be  set  aside,  but  I  doubt 


1  For  tooM  coriooi  tofeten,  relatfof  to  tbo  teeamd  »^lt 
batween  George*  third  Lord  B4Mt,  luniy.  Earl  of  Ckno- 
doo,  Src,  In  16M,  m0  Pepi^*s  Dtarjf  mtd  Corrapomdntee, 
▼ol.  II.  p.  174.  4th  edition.  ~  Wkioht. 

*  Sir  WiUfam  Blaekstooe  njs  tn  hb  **  ConoenUrie*/' 
thjU  **be  cannot  And  that  erer  thli  custom  prerailed  in 
Enftand ;  *'  and,  therefore,  he  to  of  optalon,  that  It  ooold  not 
hare  given  rtoe  to  Borougb-BngUih.  There  are  tradltiooe 
of  the  tame  coitom  In  continental  countriee,  a>  well  at  In 
Great  Britain.  But  there  leemt,  1  think,  no  reaMMi  to  believe 
that  it  ever  had  a  legal  or  legallMd  exioence  anjwhere,  and 
It  Memt  to  be  a  vulgar  error,  ariUng  out  of  the  old  (and  In 
the  eait  of  Europe  itUI  miMltttag)  arrf  ifttem,  where  the 
lord  hai  a  kind  of  perMinal  propertv  in  the  peaiintry,  at 
ad$eHpti  glebte.  Thu  view  la  stmnalj  corroborated  by  the 
very  name  of  tho  euttom  Mereheta  flullcnim  —  the  market 
of  women,  which  impliee  a  peamimrp  bargain,  and  by  Ite 
deflnitloa  In  all  our  law  books,  at  **  a  Sne  or  composition 
tfvm  Inrerlor  tenants  to  the  lord,  Ibr  liberty  to  mwif  ^ 


their  daughters.**  ( 

able  on  sending  the 

principle,  that  It  save 

m  our  books,  that  no 

The  figki  to  the  groessr  penooaltribule  may,  I  think,  be 


.  fc.)    In  tome  cases  It  was  pay- 
to  tekoai  (KtmMet)t  on  the  same 
them  fKim  the  soil  I  and  It  to  added 
as  subfeet  to  thto  constraint. 


eoMldered  as  a  COde Caosia,  ltSl~IS4S. 

of  the  plot  of  lUeumunt  and  Fletcher's  Ctufm  tftke  Commit  § 
tarns  on  the  alleaed  existence  of  thto  right  to  Italy  to  Its 
•oarsest  extent.  ^NAiKtAitD. 

*  ThU  custom  still  continues  to  Ulva._WAi.nB  Scott. 

4  I  see  nothing  In  Johnson's  words  to  Justify  sudi  a  mto* 
eonstroetloo.  **  when  I  was  conducted  to  my  chamber,  I 
found  an  ricgant  bed  of  India  cotton  spread  with  Sne  sheeU. 
BomaMdaUoB  was  lattertog.  I  undressed  myself,  and 
■y  (set  on  tho  mlra.  Tho  bed  Hood  oa  the  bare  earth. 


much  whether  this  suit  will  be  sncoesifiil ;  for 
the  ai^gument  for  avoiding  the  ssle  b  founded 
on  vsffue  and  indeterminate  prindpleii— h 
that  the  price  was  too  low,  ana  that  there  wti 
a  peat  degree  of  confidence  plaosd  br  the 
selkr  in*  the  peraon  who  became  the  jmrciiaser. 
Now,  how  low  should  a  price  her  or  whit 
decree  of  confidence  should  there  be  to  mike 
a  bargain  be  set  aside  ?  a  baigain,  which  it 
a  wager  of  skill  between  man  and  msa.  U, 
inde^  anv  firaud  can  be  proved,  that  will  da" 

When  Dr.  Johnson  and  I  were  by  ottnelves 
at  night,  I  observed  of  our  host,  **aaptrtm 
generoium  habei;  ****«!  genenmm  wmmm,**  he 
added.  For  fear  of  being  overiiesrd  in  the 
small  Highland  houses,  I  often  talked  to  hin 
in  such  Latin  as  I  coid<f  speak,  and  with  as 
much  of  the  English  accent  as  I  could  samne, 
so  as  not  to  be  understood,  in  case  our  cos* 
▼emtbn  should  be  too  loud  for  the  spsoe. 

We  had  each  an  elegant  bed  in  the  aise 
room;  and  here  it  was  that  a  drcnnftaDce 
occurred,  as  to  which  he  has  been  stru;r^lT 
misunderstood.  From  hia  descriplioB  of  hii 
chamber,  it  has  enroDeooaly  been  soppoted, 
that  his  bed  being  too  short  fiv  him,  his  icc<» 
during  the  ni^ht,  were  in  the  mire ;  whcreii 
he  has  cmly  said,  that  when  he  undrased,  be 
felt  his  feet  in  the  mire^:  that  is,  the  dsT  floor 
of  the  room,  which  he  stood  upon  before  be 
went  into  bed,  was  wet,  in  coosetjuenoe  of  the 
windows  bemg  broken,  whidi  let  m  the  rain. 

SMmday,  Oct  17.— Being  infbnned  thst  there 
was  nothiiig  worthy  of  observation  in  \JU%  ^ 
took  boat,  and  proceeded  to  Indtkoneih. 
where  we  were  introduced  by  our  fiieDdCi^ 
to  Sur  Allan  M'Lean,  the  chief  of  his  clan*  •»! 
to  two  young  ladies,  his  daoghten.  l^ 
kenneth  is  a  pretty  little  island,  a  mile  hxi^ 
and  about  half  a  rnfle  broad,  ail  good  Isad.* 


wh|eh  a  looff  ooofse  of  rata  imd  ooAmMd  hile  a 

JammtM.  —  CaoKia.  ^ 

>  Incbkcnneth  to  a  most  bemtM  UtUe  blil.  of  tkf  w^ 

Terdant  stmb,  while  all  tho  n«lgliboiirl8«  sbcte  of  Cn«>^ 

as  weU  as  the  large  tolands  of  CoDmMy  «d  Ulva. ««  ••  ^ 

as  heath  and  moss  can  make  them.    But  UltahM«rM 

■Ml tilings  flfB4  Inchksnneth  to  mtro—ded  by  shrnh    h  e 

now  uninhabited.    The  ruins  of  the  huts,  to  ^^^*  ^ 

Johnson  was  recdred  by  Sir  Allan  M'Lsn.  wcfv  Kil> «'  ^ 

seen,  and  soma  taHers  oi  tho  peper  hattgHg*  werr  ts  to  «* 

on  the  walls.    Sir  Gmirge  Oneslphoras  Paul  [s  GlMrrwf 

shire  Baronet]  was  at  Incbkcnneth  with  the  sssm  r>^'  ^ 

which  I  WW  a  member.  He  seeaMdto  me  to  i 

the  Highland  tales  whkh  he  heard,  btft  he  i 

credulity  on  the  subleet  of  Johnson's  having  I 

In  the  wretdied  huts  of  which  ere  saw  the  im  __ 

aside,  and  coloured  me  to  tell  hIa  the  tnrth  efth**^ 

"This  Sir  Allan,"  said  he. •*  WMheaiqia^  ^"T^^^*  % 

hto  title  soeh  a  traditional  oaeaa  foo  Snd  to  lietoe^  * 
assured  my  excellent  aoqoalnianoe  that,  **  iw  my  en  f«ri  I 

would  have  bald  more  respect  to  akalght  erKtrrf.  sr  tsc<  7 
Glynn  I  yet  «r  Allan  McLean  wma  '^ 

and,  having  given  him  thto  Infan 
asUeg  him.  In  return,  whether  he 
pretor  the  worst  ceil  In  the  )itt  ae  G1 
been  v 


■ot  toim^rr 
(•hkbtofc- 


been  very  active  in  overloohtag  «Uto  the  bnlMtog  wr^ 
on)tothosefKPOsedhovetowhefeJnhns«n>ei>ii»*»'r*Tj 
bv  rank  and  beauty.    He  looked  re«nd  theUnto  a**** 

allowed  Sir  Allan  had  sosae  adv«  ^  — -- 

but  in  other  respects  he  thought 
GloacMter  had  greatly  the  edvso 
of  a  place,  concerning  whkh  1 
•*  tt  wanted  little  which  palaces  eool 

nf  thtpwl 
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As  we  walked  up  from  the  shore,  Dr.  John- 
nn's  heart  was  cheered  by  the  siffht  of  a  roed 
marked  with  cnt-wheels,  as  on  the  main  bad ; 
a  thing  which  we  had  not  seen  for  a  long  time. 
It  gave  lis  a  pleasure  similar  to  that  which  a 
trareUer  feels,  when,  whilst  wandering  on  what 
he  fears  is  a  desert  island^  he  peroeiyes  the 
print  of  human  feet. 

MilitaiT  men  acquire  excellent  habits  of 
haying  all  couTenienoes  about  them.  Sir  Allan 
M^Lmd,  who  had  been  Ions  in  the  army,  and 
had  now  a  lease  of  the  island,  had  formed 
a  commodious  habttatlon,  though  it  consisted 
but  of  a  few  small  buildings,  only  one  story 
hi^.  He  had,  in  his  little  apartments,  more 
things  than  I  oonld  enumerate  in  a  page  or 
two. 

Among  other  agreeable  circnmstanoes,  it 
vas  not  the  least,  to  find  here  a  parcel  of  the 
**  Caledonian  Mercury,**  published  since  we 
left  Edinbui^;  whidt  I  read  with  that 
pleasore  which  erery  man  feels  who  has  been 
kt  some  time  secmded  from  the  animated 
scenes  of  the  busy  world. 

Dr.  Johnson  found  books  here.  He  bade  me 
ha  J  Bishop  Gastrell's  •«  Christian  Institutes,** ' 
which  was  lying  in  the  room.  He  said,  **  I  do 
not  like  to  rcMl  any  thing  on  a  Sunday  *,  but 
what  is  theolo^pcal ;  not  that  I  would  scrupn- 
lousl/  refuse  to  look  at  any  thing  whicn  a 
ftiend  should  show  me  in  a  newspaper ;  but 
in  general,  I  would  read  only  what  is  theo- 
fegical.  I  read  iust  now  some  of  *  Drum- 
nond*s  Travels,*  before  I  peroerredwhat  books 
vere  here.  I  then  took  up  *  Derham*s  Fhysico* 
Theology.' •* 

ETery  particular  concerning  this  island 
]a?ing  been  so  well  described  by  Dr.  Johnson, 
it  would  be  superfluous  in  me  to  present  the 
pnhlic  with  the  obeerrations  that  I  made  upon 
It  in  m  J  JoumaL 

I  was  quite  easy  with  Sir  Allan  almost 
instantaneously.  He  knew  the  jKTeat  intimacrf 
there  had  been  between  my  father  and  his 
predecessor,  Sir  Hector,  and  was  himself  of  a 
very  frank  disposition.  After  dinner,  Sir 
Allan  said  he  had  got  Dr.  Campbell  about  a 
hundred  subscribers  to  his  **  Britannia  Eliici- 
<^ta"  (a  work  since  published  under  the  title 
of ''A  Political  Suryey  of  Great  Britain**), 
<^  whom  he  belieyed  twenty  were  dead,  the 
Publication  haying  been  so  long  delayed.  John* 
fo'-  ^  Sir,  I  imagine  the  delay  of  publication 
u  owing  to  thb ;  — that,  after  publication,  there 
^1  be  no  more  subscribers,  and  few  will  send 
^e  additional  guinea  to  get  their  books :  in 
vhidi  they  will  be  wron^;  for  there  will  be  a 
p^t  deaf  of  instruction  m  the  work.  I  think 
l^blj  of  Campbell.  In  the  first  place,  he  has 
v^  good  parts.    In  the  second  place,  he  has 

j!^;  ve  dbttngnldicd  br  the  knlghtlr  tlClM  alluded  to  br 
Z  v'i^  - 1%«  White  Kalglit,  the  Kidght  of  Kerrr.  ud 
"« lutivht  oToiiriiii.  The  farmer  to  evtlnct,  or  merged  bv  a 
wt^bceet  tBiOk  I  think,  the  Bvklen  of  Klngtboroush* 


yery  extenaiye  reading ,  not,  perhaps,  what  is 
prcmerly  called  learning,  but  history,  politics, 
ancC  in  short,  that  popular  knowledge  which 
makes  a  man  yery  useniL  In  the  third  pUce, 
he  has  learned  much  by  what  ia  called  the  vox 
vimi.    He  talks  with  a  great  many  people.** 

Speaking  of  this  genUemen,  at  Rasay,  he 
told  us,  that  he  one  day  calliMl  on  him,  and 
they  talked  of  ««Tull*s  Husbandry.**  Dr. 
Campbell  said  something.  Dr.  Johnson  began 
to  dispute  it  ^*  Come,**  said  Dr.  Campl^ll, 
**  we  do  not  want  to  £[et  the  better  or  one 
another;  we  want  to  increase  each  other*s 
ideas.**  Dr.  Johnson  took  it  in  good  part,  and 
the  conyersation  then  went  on  coolly  and 
instructiydy.  His  candour  in  relating  thb 
anecdote  does  him  much  credit,  and  his  con- 
duct on  that  occasion  proyes  how  easily  he 
could  be  persuaded  to  talk  from  a  better 
motiye  than  for  ^  yictory.** 

Dr.  Johnson  here  showed  so  much  of  the 
spirit  of  a  ECiffhlander,  that  he  won  Sir  Allan's 
heart:  indeed,  he  has  shown  it  during  the 
whole  of  our  tour.  One  night,  in  Col,  he 
strutted  about  the  room  with  a  broad  sword 
and  target,  and  made  a  formidable  appearance ; 
and,  another  night,  I  took  the  liberty  to  put 
a^  large  blue  bonnet  on  his  head.  His  age,  his 
siae,  and  his  bushy  sray  wig,  with  this  coyering 
on  it,  presented  w  image  of  a  yenerable 
Senaeki:  and  howeyer  uuayourable  to  the 
Lowland  Soots,  he  seemed  much  pleased  to 
assume  the  appearance  of  an  ancient  Cale- 
donian. We  only  regretted  that  he  could 
not  be  preyailed  with  to  partake  of  the  social 
glass.  One  of  his  arguments  against  drinking 
appears  to  me  not  conyincing.  He  urge^^ 
that,  ^  in  poportion  as  drinking  makes  a  man 
different  from  what  he  is  before  he  has  drunk, 
it  is  bad;  because  it  has  so  for  affected  his 
reason.**  But  may  it  not  be  answered,  that 
a  man  majr  be  altered  by  it  for  the  ieUer; 
that  his  spirits  may  be  exhilarated,  without 
his  reason  beinj^  affected  ?  On  the  general 
subject  of  drinkmg,  howeyer,  I  do  not  mean 
positively  to  take  the  oUier  side.  I  am  dMiu 
non  hnnrolnu. 

In  tne  evening,  Sir  Allan  informed  us  that 
it  was  the  custom  of  the  house  to  have  prayers 
every  Sunday;  and  Miss  McLean  read  the 
evemng  service,  in  which  we  all  ioined.  I  then 
read  Ogden*s  second  and  ninth  Sermons  on 
Prayer,  which,  with  their  other  distinguished 
excellence,  have  the  merit  of  being  short.  Dr. 
Johnson  said,  that  it  was  the  most  agree- 
able Sunday  he  had  ever  passed ;  and  it  made 
such  an  impression  on  his  mind,  that  he  after- 
wards wrote  the  following  ode  upon  Inchken- 
neth:  — 


1  Dr.  T.  GeHrell,  Bishop  af  Chertar,  1714 1  died  I7SS. 
WmiOHT. 
•  See  entf.  p.  19S.  aodp.  MS.— C 
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INSULA  SANCTI  KENNETHL 

Parva  quideni  regio,  aed  rriigione  prioium 

Nota,  CaledcMiias  panditur  intra  aqvaa ; 
Voce  ubi  Camietfaiui  popolot  domi 

Dicitur,  ct  Tanoa  liedofiiiwe  detm» 
Hue  c^  delatiia  plaeido  per  ecenilA 

Scire  locum  toIuI  quid  daret  iHa  nan, 
Ule  Leniades  hamili  rrgnahat  in  anla» 

Leniadca  magnia  nobUatatna  avis ; 
Una  duas  habuit  caaa  cum  genitore  pudlaa, 

Quas  Amor  undamm  fingeret  esae  deas : 
Non  tamen  inculti  gelidis  latuere  sub  antris, 

Accola  Danubii  qualia  saems  habet ; 
Mollta  non  deerant  vacuc  aolatia  TitSBy 

SiTC  libros  poacant  otia,  sive  lyram. 
Luxerat  ilia  dies,  legis  gens  docta  lapeni* 

Spcs  bominum  ae  enras  cum  procal  caae  jubeC. 
Ponti  inter  strepitus  saeri  noo  muoem  cultus 

Cessarunt ;  pietaa  bic  quoque  eora  fiiit : 
Quid  quod  sacrifici  yenaTit  fanina  Ubros^ 

L^timas  fiieiunt  pectota  pura  preeasL 
Quo  vagor  ultcriua  ?  quod  idiiqua  nquiiitur  bic 


Hie  aeeura  quias,  bic  ct  boncstna  amor.* 

Monday^  Oct.  18M.  — We  agreed  to  pun  the 
day  with  Sir  Allan,  and  he  engaged  to  have 
every  thing  in  order  for  our  Toyage  Uh 
morrow. 

Being  now  aoon  to  be  separated  from  oar 
amiable  friend  jounc  G^  his  merits  were  all 
remembered.  At  UWa,  be  had  appeared  in  a 
new  character,  having  givea  na  a  good  pre- 
scription for  a  cold.  Ob  mj  mentionii^  nim 
with  warmth.  Dr.  Johnson  said,  ^CoT  does 
everr  thing  for  us :  we  will  eiect  a  statue  to 
CoU'  '•  Yes,**  said  I^^'aod  we  wiU  have  hun 
with  his  varioos  attributes  and  charaetens  like 
^fecarVf  or  anj  other  of  the  heathen  gods. 
We  will  have  faim  aa  a  pilot ;  we  will  have  him 
as  a  fisherman,  as  a  hunter,  as  a  hnsbandman, 
as  a  physician.** 

I  this  morning  took  a  spade,  and  dug  a  little 
grave  in  the  floor  of  a  ruined  ch^)el',  near  Sir 


1  Tbe  lentfiDeDti  of  ttMia  ItDei  are  Terjr  btauUftil,  but 
many  of  the  ezpraMloas  ara  awkirard:  of  this  Johoaoo 
hlmielf  was  so  well  aware,  that  akboufh  be  did  not  send 
these  Teries  to  Boswell  till  Jan.  177S,  he,  eren  after  that  hm^ 
psuse,  was  still  so  little  satisfied  with  them,  thai  ha  nade  a 
neat  manv  amendments  and  additions*  as  will  appear  from 
the  following  copy  of  these  verses,  as  printed  fraes  his 
Warka.  The  Taiiadons  are  naikad  la  italics. 

INSULA  KBNNETRI,  INTER  HEBRIDAS. 

PSrvB  qoldeia  reclo,  sed  rflKwftas^  prkNun 

CXora  Caledoolas  psndlturnifeer  aquas. 
Voce  nbi  Cennethos  popohis  domnisse  feroces 

Dicitur,  et  rsnos  dcdocidsse  deos. 
Hue  efo  delatns  ptaddo  per  c«rala  corsu. 

Scire  loem*  Tolui  quid  oaret  iate  nori. 
nUc  Lenfades  humill  regnabet  hi  aula, 

Leniades,  mafDis  nobultatus  avis. 
Una  duas  eqtit  casa  cum  fenitore  puellss, 

Quas  Amor  undarum  erederet  esse  deas. 
Nee  tamen  iocoiti  gelidis  haoere  sob  aatrls, 

Accola  DanoUl  qualia  scrus  habet. 
Mollia  non  desunt  vacuse  solatia  Titss 

Slve  libros  poscant  otIs,  sIts  Ijrram. 
Fkiserat  ilia  dies,  legis  qua  docta  supemse 

Spes  homiaum  ei  cuias  gnu  procui  esse  jubeL 
Vivru^uihuiaa  «nertat  nmmMa  tWu 

Ei  ammm/aewmaat  ptetmt  amwre  bom, 
Ponti  inter  strepitus  non  sacri  munera  cultus 

Cessarunt,  pietas  hie  oaaqoa  emm  Adt. 


va 


est  mrit  sacra  dr  imrre  somamHs 


tpsm 


mOfta  wictSm 


Allan  M*'Lean*a  hoaae,  in  which  I  btified  some 
huasan  bones  I  Ibond  ther&  Dr.  Johniaa 
praised  me  for  what  I  had  done,  thon^  he 
owned  he  ooiild  not  have  done  it.  He  showed 
in  the  ehmel  at  Baaaj  hia  horror  at  dead  mcn^i 
bonea.  Me  showed  it  again  at  CsTs  hooae. 
In  the  charier-room  there  was  a  remarkabij 
large  shin-bone,  which  was  said  to  have  been  a 
bone  of  John  Garve  ^  one  of  the  Isirda.  Dr. 
Johnaon  would  not  look  at  it»  b«t  started 
awi^r* 

At  fareak&st,  I  aaked,  "*  What  is  the  leaaon 
we  are  angry  at  n  trader's  having  opolenee?  ** 
Jonson.  "•  Why,  Snr,  the  reason  m  (thon^  I 
don't  undertake  to  prove  that  there  is  a  reasoa) 
we  see  no  qualities  m  trade  that  should  entitle 
a  man  to  superiority.  We  are  not  angry  st 
a  sQldier's  getting  riches,  because  we  see  that 
he  possesses  qualuties  which  we  have  not.  If 
a  man  returns  front  a  battle,  havhtt  lost  one 
hand,  and  with  the  other  fiill  of  goM,  we  fed 
that  he  deserves  the  gohl;  but  we  cannot  think 
that  a  fettow,  by  sitting  aU  day  at  a  desk,  k 
entitled  to  get  above  ua.**  Boowsll.  ^  But, 
Sir,  may  we  not  suppose  a  morehant  to  be  a 
man  of  an  enlarged  mmd,  sudi  aa  Addbon  in 
the  Spectator  describes  Sir  Andrew  Freeport 
to  have  been?'*  Jonsox.  ''Why,  Sir,  we 
may  suppose  any  fictitious  character.  We  maj 
suppose  a  philosophical  dav-Ubonrer,  who  b 
hMipy  in  renectinc  that,  by  Jus  labour,  he  eon- 
tributes  to  the  Mrtililj  of  the  earth,  and  tn 
the  support  of  his  fdlow-ereatures ;  but  we 
find  no  such  philosophieal  day-labourer.  A 
merchant  may,  perhaps,  be  a  man  of  calmged 
mind ;  but  there  is  nothing  in  trade  *^~*~*tit^ 
with  an  enlareed  mind." 

I  mentioned  that  I  had  heard  Dr.  Solander 
say  he  was  a  Swedish  Laplander.  Jomsosu 
"^  Sir,  I  don't  bdieve  he  is  a  Laplander.  The 
Laplanders  are  not  much  above  lour  fieet  high. 
He  is  as  tall  as  yon ;  and  he  has  not  the  copper 


Qaid,4tmd 

QuoTagor 
Hk 


terius  r  quod  ablque  requlrftao'  hk 
hte  et  hoaestas  aaior. 


wrote 


hati 


which  BBore  neartf  approaches  Mr.  Boswell*s 
lUludes,  happily.  I  think,  to  the  prajers  bSTlng  bee 


to  tbe 


the  foung  l«^.    Tlds,  h« 
(snb  9d  Feb.  1>76>,  wss  oltfaeted  to  m 
and  that  line  was  erased,  sad  On  line  as  It 
IForls  Is  sabstitntod  in  Mr.  Larngtaafa  kmad,am^ 
alteration  tai  the  Ifitii  liae.  srHtf  faiio>ftef.    As  I 
to  believe  that  Mr.  Langton  assisted  to  editing 
peeasaai.  I  ceBdode  that  these  sMesaiieas  were  his 
while  supeflatemiing  the  press      rsoasa, 

•  Mr/Boswell  does  not  tsH  us  that  he  hsd  vWlisd  this 
chapel  tbe  evening  befbea  ;  but  Jfrimsoasays  to  Mrs.  Thrak, 
**  Boswell,  who  is  very  ploos.  went  into  It  at  niglit  to  perfora 
his  dovatlons,  hot  eaasa  back  la  haste>br/ 
LtUtra,  ToL  i,  p.  ITS.  —  Caoua. 

*  " JUbs acfwes,or  Joks ik  Okisf,"  oft 
ooBfosst  of  cat  tnm  an  tovadkg 
iatmsting  sketdi.— •Kwraey.  — >  Caosua,  ISIS. 


I 


I 


Hie  reader  wlB  uhwiie  that  asast  of  the  alt 

iaiMOTameots.     Tba  chssige  af  tha  thiid  Ike  from  the    i 
end,  **  LegitimasfacimU^**  sssms  not  so  haapv.  and  ra^oira 
sooM  espknatioo.     The  original  draft  or  uiese  versis  k 
Jahnsao*s  aotogrsph  k  now  bdose  ma.    Ha  had  \ 
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cdoaroraLraiaiider.**^  Bmwxll.  "^ButwluU 
Botire  could  be  baTe  to  make  kiauelf  a  Lap- 
liader?"  JonrtoR.  ^'Wlir,  Sir,  be  must 
other  meiii  tlie  word  Lapfamder  in  a  Ter  j 
extennTe  sense,  or  may  mean  a  ▼olnnlarj 
degndttioBof  lumaelf.  ^  For  all  mj  beii^  the 
graU  nun  thai  joa  eee  me  now,  I  wasoriffinaUy 
a birtMiin; *  as  if  Baike  ahonld  aaj,  *  1  came 
over  twM  Iridiman* — which  he  might  say 
in  hat^rennt  state  of  exaltation  " 

Htnitf  ezpremed  a  deiire  to  have  an  island 
Hte  Tiwhkcnncth,  Dr.  Jofanaon  set  himaelf  to 


tlisk  wkai  wodd  be  necessary  for  a 
nth  ftflitiation. 

*"  Sir,  I  should  bttild  me  a  fortification,  if  I 

cMM  to  Kre  here ;  for,  if  you.  hare  it  not, 

wfat  thodd  hinder  a  parcel  of  mffiana  to  land 

a  the  night,  and  carrr  off  every  thing  jon 

lave  in  tlw  honae,  which,  in  a  remote  eovntry, 

v«iU  be  more  rahmble  than  oowv  and  sheep  ? 

«dd  to  all  thii  the  danger  of  having  jovr  throat 

nit**   fioewiLL.  **  I  wonld  have  a  large  dog.** 

Jomnox.  **  So  you  may.  Sir ;  but  a  large  &g 

a  of  no  use  bat  to  alarm.**    He,  however,  I 

anrehend,  thmka  too  lightlv  of  the  power  of 

tbi  saimaL    I  haive  hevd  him  say  that  he  is 

MA  of  no  dog.    **  He  wonld  take  him  up  by 

the  Under  lees,  which  woiild  render  him  quite 

Mpkaf ;  and  then  knock  h»  head  against  a 

K«e,  and  beat  out  bia  brains.**   TophamBean- 

'M  loM  me,  that  at  his  house  in  the  country, 

t*^  hi^  ferodous  dogs  were  fighting.    Dr. 

J^AasoB  looked  steidily  at  them  for  a  little 

v^e ;  and  then,  as  one  would  separate  two 

^  boys,  who   are  foolishly  hnrtinff  each 

"^t  he  ran  up  to  them,  and  cufiTed  tiieir 

^eah  till  he  drove  tliem  asunder.*    But  few 

a«o  htre  hb  intrepidity,  Heroulean  strength, 

'T  praenee  of  mina.    Most  thieves  or  robbers 

'9qJ<|  be  aUrud  to  encounter  a  mastiff. 

1  obaerved,  that  when  ^ung  Col  talked  of 
*^  hiida  belonging  to  his  family,  be  always 
«>i  "ay  laads/^  For  this  he  had  a  plausiUe 
P'^vte&ce;  for  he  told  me,  there  has  been  a 
"iitoQ  in  this  family,  that  the  Laird  resigns 
*'^  ertaie  to  the  eldest  son  when  he  comes  of 
■Tt  reserving  to  bimsdf  only  a  certain 


bom  ki  Jhriamd,  to  8w»> 

ITCO,  mad  b0can«  F.  R.  S. 

te  Mt 

ortlieBrititli 

that  **  h«  WM  a  •twrt  fair 

I  belttre  that  Vor- 

IIm  geawalu— of 

DOMttaratttborit/ 


••lolo  Um 
.two 

VHP  spa^iw*      ^^ 

Two  frr^ 


rent.  He  said,  it  was  a  voluntary  custom ;  but 
I  think  I  found  an  instance  in  the  charter- 
room,  that  there  was  such  an  obligation  in  a 
contract  of  marriage.  If  the  custom  was  volun- 
tary, it  was  only  curious ;  but  if  founded  on 
obligation,  it  m%ht  be  dangerous ;  for  I  have 
been  told,  that  in  Otaheite,  whenever  a  child  is 
born  (a  son,  I  think),  the  father  loses  his  right 
to  the  estate  and  honours,  and  that  this  un- 
natural, or  rather  absurd  custom,  occasions  the 
murder  of  nuuiy  children.' 

Young  Col  told  us  he  could  run  down  a 
greyhound ;  ^  for,**  said  he, "  the  dos  runs  him- 
self out  of  breath,  by  goioff  too  qui(£,  and  then 
I  get  vp  with  him.*  ^  1  accounted  for  his 
advantage  over  the  dog,  by  remarking  that  Col 
had  the  faculty  of  reason,  and  knew  how  to 
moderate  his  pace,  which  the  dog  had  not  sense 
enough  to  do.  Dr.  Jofanscm  said,  "  He  is  a 
noble  animal.  He  is  as  complete  an  islander 
as  the  mind  can  fiffure.  He  is  a  farmer,  a 
sailor,  a  hunter,  a  fisher :  he  will  run  you  down 
a  do^ :  if  any  man  has  a  tet/^  it  is  CoL  He  is 
hospitable ;  and  he  has  an  intrepidity  of  talk, 
whether  he  understands  the  subject  or  not.  I 
regret  that  he  is  not  more  intelleetuaL** 

Ut,  Johnson  observed,  that  there  was  nothiog 
of  which  he  would  not  undertake  to  persuade  a 
Frenchman  in  a  foreign  country.  "  1*11  canr 
a  Frenchman  to  St.  FauTs  Churohyard,  and  I 'U 
tell  him,  *  by  our  law  you  may  wslk  half  round 
the  church,  but,  if  you  walk  round  the  whole, 
you  wiU  be  puniahed  capitally;*  and  he  will 
oelieve  me  at  onoe.  l«ow,  no  Fingliahman 
wonld  readily  swallow  such  a  thmg :  be  would 
go  and  inquire  of  soaaebody  ebe.**  The 
Frendunan's  credulity,  I  obsored,  must  be 
owing  to  his  being  aocostomed  to  implicit  sul>- 
mission;  whereas  every  Frnglishman  reasons 
upon  the  laws  of  his  country,  and  instructs  his 
representatives,  who  eooipose  the  legislature. 

This  day^  was  paased  in  looking  at  a  small 
ishmd  adjoining  Inchkenneth,  which  afforded 
notiiing  worthy  of  observation;  and  in  such 
social  and  gav  entertainments  as  our  little 
society  could  furnish. 


*  It  laaim,  howarer.  that  Id  ttals  hutanca  the  custom  was 
canfad  oat.  All  that  Bonrall  ralataa  of  CW,  tmm  hU  ▼erj 
tltla  to  tha  aod,  loaka  Uka  «u  actual  owaanhlp.  Johnaoa 
■aft,  **  Mr,  MaeUtm  of  Col  (the  (kthar),  hartaif  a  numerous 
fbaally,  baa  for  umm  ttmapaat  raaldad  1b  Abardean,  that  be  naj 
■apennraiid  Ibair  adacatloo,  and  laavea  tba  young  feotleaun 
our  flrland  to  tovara  his  dominions  with  the  full  power  of  a 
HIgblaad  Cbiai;**  and  wban  poor  Col  was  soon  aAar  drowned. 
Boswell  talks  (sub  ISth  Feb.  XTtb)  of  the  next  brother  as 
Us  amcemor^  ihoagb  there  is  no  reason  to  supposa  that  tha 
fbtbcr  had  died  in  that  short  biterral —  CaoEn. 

<  This  Is  not  spoken  of  hare -coursing,  where  the  game  Is 
taken  or  lost  before  the  dog  gau  out  of  wind  \  but  in  chashig 
dear  with  tha  great  Highland  greyhound,  CoC%  exploit  Is 
AesiUa  enough —  Waltsb  Soott. 

*  In  allasloo  to  Mooboddo*s  theory,  that  a  peribct 
woidd  bate  A  taU.— Caoua. 
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CHAPTER  XLIIL 
1778. 

Voifagtto  loma,--^ Death  ofpamg  CoL-^ii^JRmmOMg 
Cave.  ^**La  CrfdadUS  dee  JncMulee,**  —  Coaet 
of  MwlL^Nmn^  leUuuL  ^  leolmkilL  —  Quote- 
lion  fnm  Jlohtuom*e  Tomr.  —  Itetmm  to  MitU.  — 
PuUeney,  _  Pitt.  —  JfafyoU.  —  WUkee.  ^  EiigKek 
and  Jewiek  Hietory  comimred.  —  •*  7\wkieh  Spy.** 

—  Moy,  —  Loehhmy^e  War-eaddk.  —  Sheep^e- 
keade,—  Sail  to  Oban.  —  GoldmUk*e  -  TVaoeUer* 

—  Skeiutmu^e  (^Mervatkm  om  Pope, —  Imoerary, — 
Letter  from  GarrieL — Hervey'e  •*  MeditaHoms,*' 

—  **Mediiatkm  om  a  Foddimgr —  Oommtrp  Neipk- 
homre.—^  Cattle  of  Imoerarp,—~ DtJk  emd Dmokeee 
of  ArgyU.  —  Imfiotmoe  of  Feere, 


TticMdayy  OcL  19. — Attxb  breakfast  we  took 
leave  of  theyomig  ladies,  and  of  our  exoellent 
companion  Uoij  to  whom  we  had  been  so  much 
obliged.  He  had  now  pat  us  under  the  care 
of  his  chief;  and  was  to  hasten  back  to  Sky. 
We  parted  firom  him  with  yery  strons  feelings 
of  kmdness  and  gratitude,  and  we  hoped  to 
have  had  some  future  opportunity  of  proving 
to  him  the  sincerity  of  what  we  fdt ;  but  in 
the  following  year  he  was  unfortunately  lost  in 
the  Sound  l^tween  Ulva  and  Mull* ;  and  this 
imporfect  memorial,  joined  to  the  high  honour 
of  beinff  tenderljr  and  respectfully  mentioned 
by  Dr.  Johnson,  is  the  only  return  which  the 
uncertainty  of  human  events  has  permitted  us 
to  make  to  this  deserving  voung  man. 

Sir  Allan,  who  obligii^lv  undertook  to  ac- 
company us  to  loolmkilC  nad  «  strong  good 
boat,  with  four  stout  rowers.  We  coMted 
along  Mull  till  we  reached  Onban^  where  is 
what  is  called  Mackinnon*s  cave,  compared 
with  which  that  at  Ulinisl^  is  inconsiderable. 
It  is  in  a  rock  of  great  height,  close  to  the  sea. 
Upon  the  left  of  its  entrance  diere  is  a  cascade, 
almost  perpendicular  from  the  top  to  the  bot- 
tom of  the  rock.  There  is  a  tradition  that  it 
was  conducted  thither  artificially,  to  supply  the 
inhabitants  of  the  cave  with  water.  Dr.  John- 
son gave  no  credit  to  this  tradition.  As,  on  the 
one  hand,  his  faith  in  the  Christian  religion  is 
firmly  founded  upon  good  grounds ;  so,  on  the 
other,  he  is  incredulous  when  there  is  no  suf- 
ficient reason  for  belief;  beinff  in  this  respect 
just  the  reverse  of  modem  iimdeli^  who,  how- 
ever nice  and  scrupulous  in  weighing  the  evi- 


*  Joit  opfKMlce  to  M*  Qnarrto'i  booM  tht  boat  wm  gwunped 
bf  the  tntoxicatkm  of  the  sallon,  who  bml  pvUikco  too 
largely  of  M'Qtuurle*!  wooted  hoapitalltr.— Waltsb  Scorr. 
Johuton  lan  In  hit  Jomnuy,  **  Here  wo  Md  the  latt  embrace 
of  tbU  amiable  man,  who,  while  these  pege*  were  preparing 
to  attett  hU  rirtuae,  pOTlabcd  In  the  peMage  between  Ulva 
and  Inchkenneth.**  The  aceoont  gWco  In  the  Jaurmemol 
Touna  Donald  Maclean  made  bhn  a  popular  ebaractar.  Th« 
Lmir4tgCol  to  a  character  In  O'Keefe't  ••  Highland  Reel.** 
Johnton  writes  from  Uchleld,  ISth  June,  1775:  •**  There 
to  great  lameatatlon  here  Ibr  poor  CW/**  and  a  review  of  the 
Jvmmep^  Oemt.  Ma/f,  ITth,  thot  cooeiudet  i  —  **  Bat,  whatorer 
Dr.  JoiiBaon  mw,  whatever  he  deacribrd,  will 


petnated  i  and  thoimh  the  boUdtaket  of  IcolmkUl  an 
iorli«lBMdMtr^dlhayD^LaMof  Colto  tmemt 


deuces  of  reli^oo,  are  vet  often  lo  ready  to 
believe  the  most  absurd  and  inipr(A)aUe  tala  1 
of  another  nature,  that  Lord  Hailei  well  ob-  i 
served,  a  good  essay  might  be  writtn  Sm'  la  ' 
CriAdiU  &$  IncrktitU$.  \ 

The  height  of  this  cave  I  cannot  tell  with  . 
any  tolerame  exactness ;  but  it  teemed  to  be  | 
very  lofty,  and  to  be  a  pretty  regalsr  aitb. 
We  penetrated,  by  candle-lis ht,  a  great  wa/ ;  i 
by  our  measurement,  no  less  than  four  hunditd  , 
and  eighty-five  feet.    Tradition  saja,  that  i  i 
piper  and  twelve  men  once  advanced  mto  tUs  j 
cave,  nobody  can  tell  how  far*,  and  neicr  \ 
returned.    At  the  distance  to  which  we  pro-  \ 
ceeded  the  air  was  quite  pure;  for  the  candle  I 
burned  freely,  without  the  least  sppesnoce  of  . 
the  fiame  growing  globular ;  but  as  we  kid  ' 
only  one,  we  thousfat  it  dangerous  to  ve&torc 
farther,  lest,  should  it  have  been  eatinguisM  i 
we  should  have  had  no  means  of  ascertaining 
whether  we  could  remain  without  danger.  Dr.  > 
Johnson  said,  this  was  the  greatest  nstinl  • 
curiosity  he  had  ever  seen. 

We  saw  the  iskmd  of  Stafia,  atnovo^gro^ 
dbtanoe,  but  could  not  land  upon  it,  the  Huge 
was  so  high  on  its  rocky  coast. 

Sir  Alun,  anxious  for  the  honour  of  MnH  . 
was  still  talking  of  iti  loootfs,  and  pointing  tbat 
out  to  Dr.  Jcmnaon,  as  imearing  at  a  dtf taoce 
on  the  skirts  of  that  island,  as  we  sailed  akof . 
JoBHSon.  "^  Sir,  I  saw  at  Tobennoiie  what  thrj 
called  a  wood,  which  I  unluckily  look  t^  , 
keaA.  If  you  show  me  what  I  shall  take  if* 
Jwrte^  it  will  be  something.**  i 

In  the  afternoon  we  went  ashore  oa  tk 
coast  of  Mull,  and  partook  of  a  oold  rcvait.  \ 
which  we  carried  with  us.  We  hoped  to  n«c 
procured  some  rum  or  brandy  for  our  boatsia 
and  servants,  from  a  public-house  near  wbcft 
we  landed ;  but  unfortunately  a  funeral  a  fr« 
days  before  had  exhausted  all  their  atofc.  Hf • 
Campbell,  however,  one  of  the  Duke  of  Ar;^!'  * 
tacksmen,  who  lived  in  the  BeishboQihiML  (A 
receiving  a  message  from  Sir  Allan,  seat  ai  • 
liberal  supply. 

We  continued  to  coast  along  Mall,  i»l 
passed  by  Nuns*  Island,  which,  it  is  m»1, 
belonged  to  the  nuns  of  Icolmkill,  and  mtt 
which,  we  were  told,  the  stone  for  the  boiklir*^ 
there  was  taken.  As  we  sailed  Uonc  by  i»^** 
light,  in  a  sea  somewhat  rooffh,  and  oAca  u*- 
tween  black  and  gloomy  ro^a.  Dr.  J«h»iA 
laid,  ••  If  this  be  not  nwn^  aBMV  As  lf<in^ 


firaite,  rmdert  fit  umbofv  win  fHl  t 
ralu  of  lona,  and  their  tenaMUty 
fkte  of  the  aanlable  Maclean."  —  Ci 

•  There  to  UlUe 
went  farther  loto  lf*Kianoo*t 
|o.    JohoMNi'i  admlmtkni  of  U  i 
DMiber  of  the  M*IUai 
eneny,  hid  thentelvce  lo  tUe  eavo  iW 
to  the  Itle  of  Shy. 

lings,  or   boeUi    and   they   show    9i*Rl 
M*KlnnoQ*«  Mmht§  toMe, 
amilfUidk  was  a  Sne  p( 
trafeller  in  the  (^  .^_._^ 
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fiothing  k**  Tbe  repetitaon  of  words  which  he 
had  10  oilen  preTioiasly  lued  made  a  strong 
impreaiuMi  on  my  imagination;  and,  by  a 
natanl  eonne  of  thinking,  led  me  to  oonnder 
how  ov  present  adventures  woold  appear  to 
ne  at  a  fiiture  period. 

llkSTe  often  experienced,  that  scenes  throo^h 
which  a  man  has  passed  improre  bj  lying  m 
the  memory ;  they  grow  mellow.  AcH  lalwres 
wipiaaidL  This  may  be  owing  to  oomparinff 
them  with  pvsent  listless  ease.  Even  harsh 
•cenes  acquire  a  soilness  by  length  of  time  ^ ; 
iod  Mme  are  like  very  loud  sounds,  which  do 
not  please,  or  at  least  do  not  please  so  much, 
tiD  you  are  removed  to  a  certain  distance. 
Thej  may  be  compared  to  strong  coarse  pic- 
turesi  wluch  will  not  bear  to  be  viewed  near. 
£v<en  plessing  scenes  improve  by  time,  and 
lecm  more  exquisite  in  recollection,  than  when 
thej  wete  present ;  if  they  have  not  faded  to 
duDoeaf  In  the  memory.  Perhaps,  ihere  is  so 
Bocb  evil  in  every  human  enjoyment,  when 
pre«iit, — so  much  dross  mixed  with  it,  that  it 
m(iurei  to  be  refined  by  time ;  and  yet  I  do 
not  tee  why  time  should  not  melt  away  the 
tM  and  the  evil  in  equal  proportions ;  — why 
the  ihade  should  decay,  and  the  light  remain 
ia  preaervation. 

After  a  tedious  sail,  which,  by  our  following 
wioQs  turnings  of  the  coast  of  Mull,  was 
etteaded  to  about  forty  miles,  it  gave  us  no 
nsO  pfearare  to  perceive  a  lieht  in  the  village 
u  Icounkill,  in  which  almost  all  the  inhabitants 
of  the  island  liwe,  dose  to  where  the  ancient 
huUing  stood.  As  we  miroaehed  the  shore, 
the  tower  of  the  cathednl,  just  discernible  in 
the  mr,  was  a  pacturesoue  object. 

Wben  we  had  laodea  upon  the  sacred  place, 
▼hich,  ss  long  aa  I  can  remember,!  had  thoufht 
**  vith  veneratioo.  Dr.  Johnson  and  I  oordiiuly 
wfaraeed.  We  had  long  talked  of  visiting 
Ii^olaikill;  and,  from  the  lateness  of  the  season, 
*ve  St  tisBes  wery  doubtful  whether  we  should 
t-  able  toetToet  our  purpose.  To  have  seen  it, 
Ten  alone,  woold  have  given  me  great  satisfac- 
t^;  but  tlie  Tenorable  scene  was  rendered 
■>vh  more  pleMtng  by  the  company  of  my 
p^  snd  paooa  friend,  who  was  no  less  affected 
br  it  than  I  waa ;  and  who  has  described  the 
■BpecaNuua  it  should  make  on  the  mind,  with 
nefc  streogth  cxf  thought,  and  energy  of  Ian- 
rase,  that  I  ahall  quote  his  words,  as  oonvey- 
r*z  ay  own  aenaations  much  more  forcibly  than 
^•a  capable  of  doing: — 

treading  that  illuatrioos  ialand, 

the  ImDinary  of  tbe  Csladonian 

savage  daos  and  roving  barbarisna 


llMi  tUi  tboaght  baa  ba«  ato* 


vticn  prtuntjind  iflHtbt, 


delight.' 

wlM  had  latd  J  mad*  bo  ^  a 
•hoald  hava  farfottflii  tba 

laiMaJ«vat>lf/* 


derived  the  benelita  of  knowledge,  and  the  blcsaings 
of  religion.  To  abctnet  the  mind  from  all  local 
emotion  would  be  impoasible  if  it  were  endeavoured, 
and  would  be  Iboliah  if  it  were  poeaible.  Whatever 
withdraws  ua  from  the  power  of  our  aenses,  what- 
ever makes  the  past,  the  distant,  or  tbe  future,  pre- 
dominate over  the  present,  advanees  us  in  the  dig- 
nity of  thinking  beings.  Far  from  me,  and  from 
my  friends,  be  aueh  frigid  philosophy  as  may  con- 
duct us  IndiflTerent  and  unmoved  over  any  ground 
which  has  been  dignified  by  wisdom,  bravery,  or 
virtue.  That  man  is  little  to  be  envied,  whose 
patriotism  would  not  gain  foree  upon  the  plain  of 
MaraUum^  or  whose  piety  would  not  grow  wanner 
among  the  ruins  of  iona  /  ** ' 

Upon  hearing  that  Sir  Allan  McLean  was 
arrived,  the  iuiabitants,  who  still  consider 
themselves  as  the  people  of  McLean,  to  whom 
the  island  formerly  belonged,  though  the  Duke 
of  Aivyle  has  at  present  possession  of  it,  ran 
eaaeriy  to  him. 

We  were  accommodated  this  night  in  a 
large  bam,  the  island  affording  no  lodging 
that  we  should  have  liked  so  welL  Some  good 
hay  wsa  strewed  at  one  end  of  it,  to  form  a 
bed  for  us,  upon  which  we  lay  with  our  dothes 
on ;  and  we  were  furnished  with  blankets  from 
the  village.  Each  of  us  had  a  portmanteau  for 
a  pillow.  When  I  awaked  in  the  morning,  and 
looked  around  m^  I  could  not  help  smiling  at 
the  idea  of  the  chief  of  the  McLeans,  the  great 
English  moralist,  and  myself,  lying  thus  ex- 
tended in  such  a  situation. 

IFedbeadEnr,  Ott.  20. — Early  in  the  morning 
we  surveyed  the  remains  of  antiquitv  at  Uus 
place,  accompanied  b^  an  illiterate  rollow,  as 
eicerome^  who  called  himself  a  descendant  of  a 
cousin  of  Saint  Columba,  the  founder  of  the 
religious  establishment  here.  As  I  Imew  that 
many  persons  had  already  examined  them,  and 
and  as  I  saw  Dr.  Johnson  inspecting  and  mea- 
suring several  of  the  ruins  of  which  he  has 
since  given  so  full  an  account,  my  mind  was 

auiescent;  and  I  resolved  to  stroll  among 
lem  at  my  ease,  to  take  no  trouble  to  inves- 
tigate minutely,  and  only  receive  the  general 
impression  of  solemn  antiquity,  and  the  par- 
ticular ideas  of  such  objects  as  riiould  of  them- 
selves strike  my  attention. 

We  walked  from  the  monastery  of  nuns  to 
the  great  church  or  cathedral,  as  they  call  it, 
along  an  old  broken  causeway.  They  told  us 
that  this  had  been  a  street,  and  that  there 
were  good  houses  built  on  each  side.  Dr. 
Johnson  doubted  if  it  was  any  thing  more 
than  a  paved  road  for  the  nuns.  The  convent 
of  monks,  the  great  church,  Oran*s  chapel,  and 
four  other  chills,  are  still  to  be  discerned. 


An  bowr  will  oon«,  with  pl«aaiira  to  letsta 
Your  aonwws  past,  ss  hsn<Sli  of  fata.  -.-  Drvden, 

CsoKn. 
*  Had  our  tour  produced  nothing  elte  hot  this  tubllmo 
patMS't  the  worM  miut  have  acknowledged  that  It  was  not 
nsada  In  vain.  The  preeeot  retpoctable  Pretident  of  the 
Rojral  Society  TSir  Joseph  Banksl  was  so  much  itrack  on 
reading  it,  that  be  clasprd  his  hands  together  and  remained 
for  some  time  in  aa  attitude  of  sUent  admiration.^  Boswsll. 
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Bat  I  must  own  tliit  InohniriH  did  not 
BIT  expecttttiona ;  fat  thej  were  hig^  from 
wnat  I  had  read  of  it,  and  still  more  mm  what 
Ihad  heard  and  thought  of  it,  from  my  earlieat 
years.  Dr.  Johnson  said  it  eanie  up  to  his 
expectations,  becanae  he  had  taken  his  impres- 
sion from  an  aceount  of  it  subjoined  to 
Sacheverel's  History  of  the  Isle  of  lun,  where 
it  is  said,  there  is  not  much  to  be  seen  here. 
We  were  both  disi^yoointed,  when  we  were 
shown  what  are  callea  the  monuments  of  the 
kings  of  Scotland,  Ireland,  and  Denmark,  and 
of  a  king  of  France.  There  are  only  some 
grare-stones  flat  on  the  earth,  and  we  could 
see  no  inscriptions.  How  far  short  was  this  of 
marble  monuments,  ¥ke  those  in  Westminster 
Abbey,  which  I  had  imagined  here!  Hie 
grare-stones  of  Sir  Allan  McLean's  Ifiunily, 
and  of  that  of  M^Qoarrie,  had  as  good  an  ap- 
pearance as  the  royal  grave-stones,  if  they 
were  royal ;  we  doubted. 

My  easiness  to  gire  credit  to  what  I  heard 
in  the  course  of  our  Tour  was  too  great.  Dr. 
John8on*s  peculiar  accuracy  of  inyestigation 
detected  much  traditional  fiction,  and  many 
gross  nnstakes.  It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at 
that  he  was  provoked  by  people  carelessly 
telling  him,  with  the  utmost  readiness  and 
confidence,  what  he  found,  on  questioning 
them  a  little  more,  was  erroneous.  Of  this 
there  were  innumerable  instances.' 

I  left  him  and  Sir  Allan  at  breakfkst  in  our 
bam,  and  stole  back  again  to  the  cathedral,  to 
indulge  in  solitude  and  devout  meditation. 
While  contemplating  the  venerable  ruins,  I 
reflected  with  much  satisfaction,  that  the 
solemn  scenes  of  piety  never  lose  their  sanctity 
and  influence,  though  the  cares  and  follies  of 
life  may  prevent  us  from  visiting  them,  or 
may  even  make  us  fancy  that  their  effects  are 
only  **  as  yesterday,  when  it  is  past,**  and  never 
again  to  be  perceived.  I  hoped  that  evvr 
after  having  been  in  this  holy  place,  I  should 
maintain  an  exemplary  conduct.  One  has  a 
strange  propensity  to  fix  upon  some  point  of 
time  from  whence  a  better  course  of  fife  may 
begin. 

Being  desirous  to  visit  the  opposite  shore  of 
the  island,  where  Saint  Colnmba  is  said  to 
have  landed,  I  procured  a  horse  from  one 
MH^innis,  who  ran  along  as  my  guide.  The 
MKrinnises  are  said  to  be  a  brandi  of  the  dan 
of  M'Lean.  Sir  AUan  had  been  told  that  this 
man  had  refused  to  send  him  some  rum,  at 
which  the  knight  was  in  great  indignation. 
«*  You  rascal !  *^said  he,  ""don't  you  know  that 
I  can  hang  you,  if  I  pleaseP**  Not  adverting 
to  the  chieftain's  power  over  his  clan,  I  imagined 
that  Sir  Allan  oad  known  of  some  capital 
crime  that  the  fellow  had  committed,  whicn  he 
could  discover,  and  so  get  him  condemned; 


>  S«>f  ^Mf.  Tth  F«b.  177K.  —  C. 

s  gucre  ettmratr   but  It  U  ekamett  In  all  th«  edltioni. 
Aiut  pfotablT  flflitlj.    Dr.  JoboMO  —  whlchcTcr  word  h« 


and  said,  "How  so?-— "Why,**  nid  Sir 
Allan,  ""aretheynoi  all  my  people?"  SeajiUe 
of  my  inadvertencT,  and  most  willing  to  con- 
tribute what  I  eoold  towards  the  coaunniuoB 
of  feudal  authority,  ""Very  true,**  said  L 
Sir  Allan  went  on ;  ^  Befnse  to  send  run  to 
me,  yon  rascal!  Don't  yon  know  that  if  I 
order  you  to  go  and  cut  a  man's  throat,  ym 
are  to  do  it?*'— *«  Yes,  an*t  please  vour  knour! 
and  my  own  too^  and  hang  mvsefr  toa"  The 
poor  fdlow  denied  thai  he  had  refused  to  Kiid 
the  rum.  His  making  theae  profeanoai  was 
not  merely  a  pretence  m  presence  of  hit  chief; 
fbr  after  he  and  I  were  out  of  Sir  Allan'! 
hearing,  he  told  me,  **  Had  he  sent  his  dog  for 
the  mm,  I  would  have  given  it :  I  would  cat 
my  bones  lor  him.**  It  was  very  reBurkal>le 
to  find  BDch  an  attachment  to  a  chief^  ihou^:^ 
he  had  then  no  connection  with  the  iataad,  anu 
had  not  been  there  for  fourteen  yean.  Sir 
Allan,  by  way  of  upbraiding  the  fellow,  laid 
^  I  believe  yon  are  a  CampSdV* 

The  place  which  I  went  to  see  is  about  tvc 
miles  from  the  village.  They  call  itPorU- 
wherry,  from  the  wherry  in  which  Cotumit* 
came ;  though,  when  ihej  ahow  the  length  o: 
his  vessel,  as  marked  on  the  beach  b^  t«c 
heaps  of  stones,  they  say,  **  Here  is  the  va^ 
of  the  CSuraek^  using  the  £rae  word. 

Icohnkill  is  a  ferUle  island.  The  inhabitaoti 
export  some  cattle  and  grain ;  and  I  wai  uC^ 
they  import  nothing  bnt  iron  and  salt  IVy 
are  industrious,  and  make  their  own  wc«  il'j 
and  linen  cloth  \  and  they  brew  a  good  deal  «<:' 
beer,  which  we  did  not  find  in  any  of  the  otU? 
islands. 

We  set  sail  agm  abont  mid-day,  and  is  dr 
eveninff  landed  on  Mull,  near  the  bouae  of  li. 
Eev.^.  Neil  Madeod,  who  having  been  ic- 
formed  of  our  coming,  by  a  meange  fi^oai  S* 
Allan,  came  out  to  meet  us.  We  were  u. 
night  very  agreeably  entertained  at  his  bm.^ 
Dr.  Johnson  observed  to  me  that  he  wa.*  ti* 
deanest-headed  *  man  that  he  had  met  yK'\^^  ^ 
the  Western  IsUmds.  He  seemed  to  be  v-: 
acquainted  with  Dr.  Johnson's  writiniis  ao^ 
courteously  said,  ^  I  have  been  often  oblo^ 
to  ^u,  tbouffh  I  never  had  the  pleasure  '* 
seeing  you  before." 

He  told  us  he  had  lived  for  aome  tiaie  in  '^- 
Kilda,  under  the  tuition  erf*  the  Dini»t«f  ■' 
catechist  there,  and  had  there  first  read  ll"r^ 
and  VirgiL  The  aoenea  which  they  de»r.' 
must  have  been  a  strong  contrast  to'the  tir  a*? 
waste  around  him. 

Thtndag^  OeL  SI.— This  naraiag  ^ 
subject  of  politics  was  ostJtMiueed.  Joa««<** 
"  Pulteney^  was  as  paltry  a  fellow  as  cmJ  ^  ^ 
He  was  a  Whig  who  pretended  to  be  b>Mx*t 
and  you  know  it  is  ndicnlons  for  a  ^ThL*  *• 
pretend  to  be  honest.    He  cannoC  hold  it  ^* 


uted— > 
>  Tb«  *«nwf  Eail  of  Btfh.*^  Caoai 
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I  He  called  Mr.  Pitt  a  meteor;  Sir  Robert 
'  Waipole  ft  fixed  star.  He  nid,  •«  It  is  wonderfnl 
to  think  tfatt  all  the  force  of  govemment  was 
required  to  prevent  Wilkes  froa  being  choaen 
the  chief  nugistrate  of  London,  though  the 
liremaeii  knew  he  would  rob  their  SMpa,— 
kaeir  be  woidd  debeneh  their  dans hten.^ 

BoswKL.    ''The  Historj  of  England  is  ao 
itrm^  that,  if  it  were  not  so  well  Touched  as 
Hku  wouid  hardlr  be  credible.**    Jonfaoif . 
''Sir,  if  it  were  told  as  shortly,  and  with  as 
,  little  preparation  lor  introducing  the  diffisrent 
events,  as  the  History  of  the  Jewiah  Einffa,  it 
would  be  ecjuaUy  liable  to  objections  of  im- 
probability.**   Mr.  Macleod  was  nnich  pleased 
vith  the  justioe  and  novelty  of  the  thought. 
Dr.Johnffm  illustrated  what  he  had  said  as 
faOon:  ''Take,  as  an  instance,  Charles  the 
Tint*!  concessions  to  his  parliament,  which 
vere  greater  and  greater,  in  proportion  as  the 
periitment    grew   more   insoleait,     and    less 
^ieaerriiig  of  traat      Had  these  concessions 
Uen  relied  nakedly,  without  any  detail  of  the 
^gnumtances  whidi  generally  led  to  them, 
ther  wonld  not  hsre  been  betieved." 

At  Allan  M'Lean  bragged,  that  Scoiknd 

had  the  advantage  of  Ei^and  by  ita  having 

»>re water.    Johwsor.    "Sir,  we  would  not 

iure  yonr  water,  to  take  the  vile  bogs  which 

F>^iuce  it    Tou  have  too  much!    A  man 

*ho  ji  drowned  1ms  more  water  than  either  of 

^ssd  then  he  laughed.    (But  this  was 

robust   aophistry;    for  the  peonle  of 

uite  in  England,  who  have  seen  Seotiana,  own 

^  ita  variety  of  rivers  and  lakes  makes  it 

ttt  valhr  more  beantilul  than  Ei^land,  in  that 

^^'p^et)   Pursniiic  his  victory  over  Sir  Allan, 

^  proceeded ;  ^  Your  oountiy  consists  of  two 

*^ty  ftoae  and  water.    There  is,  indeed,  a 

Mt  earth  aboT«  tfie  stone  in  some  places,  but 

t  ^Tj  little ;  and  the  stone  b  always  apoeaxing. 

It  )«  like  a  nmn  in  rags  —  the  nakea  skin  is 

f^  petpiag  oatJ* 

H<f  tookleave  of  Mr.  Madeod,  saying,  "Sir, 
I  thaak  yoo  for  your  entertainment,  and  yonr 


•aivlr 


Mr.  Campbell,  who  had  been  so  polite  yester- 
diT.  came  thia  morning  on  puipose  to  break* 
^  with  na,  asMi  very  obligmgly  furnished  us 


llhiakH 


on  OM  to  auke  tone  olM«rvatlon  on 
lav  OB  Sf  ctatkml  comuuakm,  Mr. 


b«  wooM  rob  the<r  Aopi) 


■ff  lo  tho  Fraoek 


eaBhrMO.nofbe 

Ukfmmt 


Mr.  SruaM  rcectvod both  nUin$$  wttk^toad 
I  MoiMb  adiolro.    lodofd  both  be  and 


mmuU,i 

ro  k  tbo  cnno  of  thii  Joomid)  vo  too 
nos  to  Mllih  a,  tbo^b  we  tboiM  be 


totboscai 

oent  period,  be  i 

mi  dlaehvs«d  the 

lo  htaMolf,  and 

Dr.lobi 


lo  brtoe  bkB  and  Mr.  Wilbee  to- 

of  wfakft  tree,  tbet  thof  wen  ever 

not  anMendl J  tcroM.  Tbe  pertlcalori 

la  reladas  bereeAcr.  —  Boewoj.. 


with  horses  to  proceed  on  our  journey  to  Mr. 
M*Lean*s  of  Lochbuy,  where  we  were  to  pam 
the  night.  We  dined  at  the  house  of  Dr. 
Alexander  McLean,  another  physician  in  Mull, 
who  was  so  Busch  struck  with  the  uncommon 
oonveraation  of  Dr.  Johnson,  that  he  observed 
to  me,  '*This  man  is  just  a  hogMkead  of 
sense.**  ^ 

Dt.  Johnson  said  of  the  '*  Turkish  Spy,** 
which  lay  in  the  room,  that  it  told  nothing  bat 
what  every  body  might  have  known  at  that 
time;  and  that  what  was  good  in  it  did  not 
pay  you  for  the  trouble  of  readine  to  find  it. 

Aner  a  very  tedious  ride,  through  what 
appeared  to  me  the  most  doomy  and  desolate 
oouotry  I  had  ever  behiSd,  we  arrived,  be- 
tween seven  and  eis^  o'clock,  atMoy,  the 
seat  of  the  Laird  of  Lochbuy.  Bajr,  in  Erse, 
signifies  yellow,  and  I  at  mat  imagined  l^at 
dm  loch  or  branch  of  the  sea  here  was  thus 
denominated,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Bed 
Sea;  but  I  afterwards  learned  that  it  derived 
its  name  fimm  a  hill  above  it,  which,  bong  of  a 
yellowish  hue,  has  the  epithet  of  Buy. 

We  had  heard  much  of  Loekkujf*9  beinsr  a 
great  roarinir  bragradocio,  a  kind  of  Sir  J<Km 
ItlrtaC  bo&  iD^Mwd  iMimen;  bnt  we 
found  that  they  had  swelled  him  up  to  a  fic- 
titious siae,  and  clothed  him  with  iniaffinary 
qualities.  CoTs  idea  of  him  was  equaU  v  ex- 
travagant, thouf^  very  different :  he  ^told  us 
he  was  quite  a  Don  Quixote;  and  said,  he 
would  give  a  creat  deal  to  see  him  and  Dr. 
Johnson  together.  The  truth  is,  that  XocMay 
proved  to  he  only  a  bhiff,  comely,  noisy,  old 
gentleman,  prood  of  his  hereditary  eon- 
sequence,  and  a  very  hearty  and  hospitable 
landlord.  Lady  Ledkbwf  was  sister  to  Sir 
Allan  McLean,  but  much  older.  He  said  to  me, 
"They  are  quite iiirfwWurMmt.**  Being  told 
that  Dr.  Johnson  did  not  hear  well,  X^fcy 
bawled  out  to  him,  "  Are  you  of  the  Johnstons 
of  Gkncra,  or  of  Ardnamurchan  ?  **  Dr. 
Johnson  gave  him  a  dgnificant  look,  bnt  made 
no  answer ;  and  I  tora  Loekbujf  that  he  was 
not  Johnston,  but  Johnson,  and  that  he  was  an 
Englishman.' 

Xseft&iy  sosae  years  ago  tried  to  pove  him- 
sdf  a  wedE  man,  liable  to  imposition,  or,  as 


aoif.  fob  tSUi  Mar.  1776.  Sth  Maf,  rrsi.  aad  flitt  May. 
8oe  yea.  m  lo  Wilkee't  nasMerlal  aenrtoea  daring 


1783. 

Um  riota,  aiib  Juao  ITSO...  Caoua. 

*  A  meUphor  which  might  raiber  have  beeo  eipectod 
fnm  M^Qoanle  tbaa  the  Doolor ;  but  I  beUere  that  it  Is  a 
ooBMBOD  Borthcni  cxpraaaloa  lo  aignKjr  great  capmcUj  of 
intellect. — Caoaia. 

3  Boavett  lolaUj  nkappreheoded  LoekkmmU  aiaanlng. 
There  are  two  ieaU  of  the  oowerfiil  daa  of  M'Dcnaid,  wbo 
are  calM  Ifae-laa,  that  la.  JMa'a-aes;  aad  aa  HigblaMlcm 


bea  lliejrs*^  to  the 
~  m  GrMor-eoa  for  Hae-Gres^*  Farqobar-aeo  for 
~     |idiar,~i:ocMayauMoaed  that  l>r.Joboaoa  aatchtbe 
of  Ibe   Mao-laaa   oi   Ardaanurcbaa,  or  of  Oiaacri. 


be  tbiittJng  of  tkem WALTaa  Soorr.    The  Maclant  of 

AnJaaMnrrhan.  a  diaUagalibed  claa,  are  detoeaded  Inm 
/aa~  John,  a  youagar  aott  of  Attgm  More,  King  of  the  lalea. 
If  - 


I 


Boawoira  OKplaoatloa  waa  uotUag  lo  Ibe  purpoee.  The 
JbA«i«MM  ara  a  claa  diattMilibed  la  Scotttah  »af*r  Uatory. 
aad  aa  brave  aa  aof  thgkfmm*  claa  Ibat  ever  ware  broguaat 
but  they  laj  entirely  out  of  Tnrbtay^a  kaowladn— i 
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we  term  it  in  Sootlandt  %faaU  man,  in  order 
to  let  eside  a  lease  which  he  had  granted ;  bat 
I  failed  in  the  attempt.  On  my  mentioning  this 
drcnmatanee  to  Dr.  Johnson,  he  seemed  mnch 
snrprised  that  such  a  suit  was  admitted  b j  the 
Scottish  law,  and  observed,  that  ^  in  England  no 
man  is  allowed  to  atnUify  himself.** ' 

Sir  Allan,  Loehbmf^  and  I,  had  the  oonyem- 
tion  chiefly  to  ounenrea  to-night.  Dr.  Johnson, 
being  eztremel j  weary,  went  to  bed  soon  after 
sapper. 

Pridep^  Oct  22.  —  Before  Dr.  Johnson  came 
to  breakfiwt,  Ladj  Loekbnj^  said,  **he  was  a 
dmgeon  of  wit;**  a  very  common  phrase  in 
Scotland  to  express  a  profoundness  or  intellect, 
thous;h  he  afterwards  told  me  that  he  never 
had  beard  it.*  She  proposed  that  he  should 
have  some  cold  sheep*s  head  for  breakfast.  Sur 
Allan  seemed  displeued  at  his  sister*s  vulgarity, 
and  wondered  how  such  a  thooffht  shoola  come 
into  her  head.  Fkt>m  a  mischievous  love  of 
sport,  I  took  the  lady*s  part ;  and  very  gravely 
said,  ^  I  think  it  is  but  mir  to  give  him  an  offer 
of  it  If  he  does  not  choose  it,  he  mav  let  it 
alone."  **  I  think  so,**^  said  the  lady,  looionff  at 
her  brother  with  an  air  of  victory.  Sir  AUan, 
finding  the  matter  desperate,  strutted  about 
the  room,  and  took  snun.  When  Dr.  Johnson 
came  in,  she  called  to  him,  ^  Do  you  choose 
any  cold  dieep*s  head.  Sir  F  ^  *"  No,  Madam,** 
said  he,  with  a  tone  of  surprise  and  ansrar.'  ^It 
is  here,  sir,**  said  she,  supposing  he  had  refused 
it  to  save  the  trouble  or  oringug  it  in.  They 
thus  went  on  at  cross  purposes,  till  he  con- 
firmed his  refusal  in  a  manner  not  to  be  mis- 
understood ;  while  I  sat  quietly  by  and  enjoyed 
my  success* 

After  breakfast,  we  surveved  the  old  castle, 
in  the  pit  or  dungeon  of  wnich  XocA^icy  had 
some  years  before  taken  upon  him  to  imprison 
several  perMms  ,*  and  tiiough  he  had  been  fined 
in  a  considerable  sum  b^  the  Court  of  Justi- 
dary,  he  was  so  little  affected  1^  it,  that  while 
we  were  examining  the  dungeon,  he  said  to  me, 
with  a  smile,  **  Your  father  Imows  something 
of  this ;"  (alluding  to  my  fhthei's  having  sat 
as  one  of  the  judges  on  nis  trial.^  Sir  Allan 
whispered  me,  that  the  laird  could  not  be  per- 
foaded  that  he  had  lost  his  hoitable  jurisdic- 
tion.^ 


■Tbit  ......... 

••  BUKkatmiTi  OwMf/ifci/*  vol.  U.  • 
ritlea  Cher*  •ooCad.  —  BoiwoA. 

•  U  la  «lM  eooiMoii  lo 
»bac  mora  cmphatk  tkui  the  floloff  Id  a 
•  kaftkead  uT  team. .  Cbokib. 

*  BessiBg  pordoo  of  the  Doctor  and  hie 
oftrn  loen  and  oartakeo  of  eold  them's 


breakrett-Cabloe  ai  erer  ther  lat  at.    Tills  protest  Is 


thinir  In  the  naoner  of  the  late  Culrassle.  wlio  foufbt  a  duel 
Sir  the  honoor  of  Aberdeea  butter.  I  have  pasted  ever  ail 
the  Doctnr^  other  raproeebes  upon  Scotland,  biit  the  sheep's 
head  I  vlll  defend  Mia  eMftw.  Dr.  Johnson  biniMlf  must 
have  forgiven  mj  oeal  oa  this  oecasion  (  for  If,  as  he  sen, 
4lmm€r  Ik*  the  thinn  of  which  a  man  thinks  afltmtH  4mrmg 
Sit  ^|r.  kmkfaat  mutt  be  that  of  which  he  thU>lu>lrs«  ia  lie 
wntrmmg  -.  WALTta  Hcorr. 

*  The  cHmlnal  juriMllrtkms  cxrrcised  by  the  feudal  pr^ 
prlecors  in  Scotland  w«>rv  sopprMsed  after  the  rsbelllon  bj 
statute  10  Gvn.  II.  ~Caoftn.  1M6. 

»  iilr  Allan  M'Lean.  like  msnjr  Highland  chlefii. 


We  then  set  out  for  the  ferry,  br  which  ve 
were  to  cross  to  the  main  land  of  ArgjWthire. 
LoekbMjf  and  Sir  Allan  accompanied  us.  We 
were  told  much  of  a  wax^-sadcUe,  on  which  this 
reputed  Don  Quixote  used  to  be  mounted; 
but  we  did  not  see  it,  te  the  young  Luxd  hid 
applied  it  to  a  less  noble  parpcMe,  haring 
taken  it  to  Falkirk  fiur  wUk  a  (kvte  of  biaci 
caide. 

We  bade  adiea  to  LoekbMg^  and  to  oar  tctj 
kind  conductor*.  Sir  Allan  M'Lesn,  on  the 
shore  of  Mull,  and  then  got  into  the  ferrr- 
boat,  the  bottom  of  which  was  strewed  vitb 
branches  of  trees  or  bushes,  upon  which  ve 
sat  We  had  a  good  dav  and  a  fine  pfMrnire, 
and  in  the  evening  landea  at  Oban,  wbere  ve 
found  a  tolerable  mn.  After  having  been  lo 
loi^  confined  at  different  times  in  isliiDds«  from 
which  it  was  always  uncertain  when  we  coold 

S!t  away,  it  was  comfortable  to  be  now  oo 
e  main  land,  and  to  know  that,  if  m  heilt^ 
we  might  get  to  any  place  in  Scotland  or  £flg* 
land  in  a  certain  number  of  days. 

Here  we  discovered,  from  the  oonjeetsrei 
which  were  fonned,  that  the  people  of  tke 
main  land  were  entirely  ignorant  of  our 
motions;  for  ina  Glasgow  newspaper  we  foosi 

well-tumed  compliment  to  my  lUnstriotts  meadi 
I  shall  here  insert :  — 


••  We  are  well  SHured  that  Dr.  Johasa  n  eoo- 
llned  by  tcmpcstuoiit  weather  to  the  itle  of  Sky ;  it 
being  umafe  to  venture  in  a  nnall  boet  opoo  laci 
a  stormy  nirge  •■  it  very  eommoa  there  at  ^ 
time  of  the  year.  8a«fa  a  pbilosopber,  detained  »« 
an  almoit  barren  talandp  raaeoiblca  a  vhalt  lA 
upon  the  strand.  The  latter  wiU  be  wdcon*  » 
every  body,  on  aeeount  of  bis  oil,  bb  booo,  ^« 
and  tbe  other  will  cfaann  bis  oompaaiocA,  ad  ttoi 
rude  iobabitaiit^  with  hii  superior  koovleditt  ^ 
wiadom,  calm  rcngoatioo,  and  unboeaded  btoti^ 
lenee." 

Saiwrday^  Oct  33.  — After  a  |ood  nizhu 
rest,  we  breakihsted  at  our  leisare.  ^^0 
talked  of  Goldsmith's  Traveller,  of  which  Dr. 
Johnson  spoke  highly ;  and  while  I  wss  hr'p^ 
ing  him  on  with  his  great  coat,  he  rcptttm 
from  it  the  character  of  the  Britah  na^S 
which  he  did  with  such  eoergy,  thst  the  tor* 
started  into  his  eye :  — » 


barrasssd  ta  his  prlvala  aMf«,aBd 


(which  Indeed  was  the  chief  sboHto 
keimeth).    Upoo  one  occarioa  I-  - 
tbea  residinf  at  Carron  lods**  oi 
whore  the  benks  of  that  river  aiw 
air  Allan,  admlrlof  the  laiMJirai 
that  handsome  seat  bilonaed  tow    ** 


la   Brrtli^  •^*^' 
WhbRttnae  ••*«*> 
avlM  lei-h"^ 
ofthtun^ 


the  b^dts  or  tht  un^ 
tadded  wahercctr^ 

^  Mdked  hii  *«r^  "^ 


slfnst,**was  the  reptj.    ■*Umphl*eal 
with  an  aooeot  or  assent,**  I  mesa  that 
that  beloass  to  a  very  honest  MIew,  ■" 
I  the  sifnet.**    ••Umphr*  srid 
f.f^»  Hth  asore  f  phssh  »^—  *" 


Sir  Altai.  M  ••j 


hoose?^    Thatbeloc^ioaaiirllnc 
but  1  am  sure  he  Is  a  wrtor  tnn« 
who  bad  foeolled  a  ouarter  of  a 
rssponsa,  now  wheeled  the  drele  €_. 
oo  the  landscape,  sayinc,  **  Me  fend 
have  a  pretty  situation  nerai  bm^- 
—  WALTaa  Scott. 
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*  Sum  o*er  nch  botom  reason  holds  her  state. 
With  Hiring  aims  irregtilarly  great. 
Pride  in  their  port,  defiance  in  their  eye, 
2  fee  the  lords  of  humankind  pass  by. 
Intent  on  high  designs,  «  thoughtful  band. 
By  forms  un&shion'd,  fresh  from  nature's  hand ; 
Fierce  to  their  native  hardiness  of  soul, 
Trse  to  imagined  right,  aboTe  controul, 
While  eten  the  peasant  boasts  these  rights  to 

Kan, 
And  leans  to  Tenermte  himself  at  man.*** 

We  oould  get  bat  one  bridle  here,  whicli, 
locordiog  to  the  maxim  detur  digmori^  was  ap- 
propriatdi  to  Dr.  Johnson's  sheltie.  I  and 
jfoseph  rode  with  halters.     We  crossed  in  a 

a -boat  a  prettj  wide  lake,  and  on  the 
er  tide  or  it,  close  bj  the  shore,  found  a 
bot  for  cor  inn.  We  were  much  wet.  I 
changed  my  clothes  in  part,  and  was  at  pains 
to  get  myself  well  dried.  Dr.  Johnson  reso- 
I'Jteij  kept  on  all  his  clothes,  wet  as  thejr  were, 
Inting  them  steam  before  the  smok^  turf  fire. 
I  thought  him  in  the  wrong ;  but  his  firmness 
wa.s  perhaps,  a  species  of  heroism. 

I  remember  but  little  of  our  conversation, 
loeationed  Shenstone's  saying  of  Pope,  that 
he  bid  the  art  of  condensing  sense  more  than 
or  bodr.  Dr.  Johnson  said,  **  It  is  not  true, 
Sir.  There  is  more  sense  in  a  line  of  Cowley 
^  in  a  page  (or  a  sentence,  or  ten  lines — I 
*ni  not  quite  certain  of  the  very  phrase)  of 
Pom."* 

He  maintained  that  Archibald,  Duke  of 
^n^le,  was  a  narrow  man.  I  wondered  at 
th'w ;  and  observed,  that  his  building  so  great 
i  house  at  Inverarr  was  not  like  a  narrow 
otR.  ^  Sir,**  said  be,  "'  when  a  narrow  man 
Ui  rcsoWed  to  build  a  house,  he  builds  it  like 
vMher  man.  But  Archibald,  Duke  of  Argyle, 
*«  aarrow  in  his  ordinary  expenses,  in  his 
q^^idita  expenses.**  ' 

The  distmction  is  very  just.  It  is  in  the 
*^J&V7  expenses  of  life  that  a  man*s  liberality 
J^Rvrowness  is  to  be  discovered.  I  never 
y^^  the  word  quotidian  in  thb  sense,  and  I 
f^oed  it  to  be  a  word  of  Dr.  Johnson's  own 
^^<^cstion;  bat  I  have  since  found  it  in 
lottaefi  Ni^  ThooghU  (Night  fifth), 


|(;«  K«Tiiol4i,  In  her  JUeoUetikmt,  ujt  (hat  Johnson 
J>'Arr  that  IM  had  vHttea  tbeM  lines  for  Gohbmlch  ;  but 


-  of  the  fnaernraejr  of  eren  the  most 

fTVj*  *«inMei.  See  mUi,  p.  174.  Johnioo  was  food  of 
2^*C  theie  basiiliftU  Hoes,  snd  his  hsTlns  done  so  to 
^Sff|«oUa,  BO  doubt,  led  to  hor  raistako:  ho  was  fncsps- 
^  5  ftiy  iwh  doedL  —  CsoKsa. 

^""^^  tskM  Isf  raooriUMj  In  what  one  nsr  natarslly 
Zr>f?  ^^  ModoQMtloo  of  thoughts.  I  thhik  no 
^  "glyfc  pocc  tT«r  hroQfht  so  much  seoio  Into  the 
,^  ■•■*•»•*  ten  with  equal  imoothness,  esse,  and 
i^j*  ^'^*f.  Let  him  who  doohts  of  this  pensse  the 
^**M«"  •Hk attcntioo.**-. MnwtoiM^f  Esmo^m om  Mtm 
.'•■■"■-*•  Me  [Graf]  aeprored  an  observation  of  Shen- 
'^^  'Jm  had  the  an  of  coodenslng  a  thought.*  *' 
teet  qf  On^t  p.  S7.  And  Swift,  hlm- 
■ajt. 


I  cannot  read  a  line 
with  a  stfh  I  wish  it  mine ; 
he  eaa  in  one  couplet  lis 
mam  thsa  I  esn  do  In  six.'* 

P.  CmoiiiioaAii. 


"  Death's  a  destroyer  of  quotidian  prey," 

and  in  m;^  friend*s  Dictionary,  supported  by 
the  authorities  of  Charles  I.  and  Dr.  Donne.^ 
^  It  rained  very  hard  as  we  journeyed  on  after 
dinner.  The  roar  of  torrents  from  the  moun- 
tains, as  we  passed  along  in  the  dusk,  and  the 
other  circumstances  attending  our  ride  this 
evening,  have  been  mentioned  with  so  much 
animation  by  Dr.  Johnson,  that  I  shall  not 
attempt  to  say  an^  thing  on  the  subject.' 

We  got  at  night  to  Inverary,  where  we 
found  an  excellent  inn.  Even  here,  Dr.  John- 
son would  not  change  his  wet  clothes. 

The  prospect  of  g^  accommodation  cheered 
us  much.  We  supped  well ;  and  after  supper. 
Dr.  Johnson,  whom  I  had  not  seen  taste  any 
fermented  liauor  during  all  our  travels,  called 
for  a  gill  of  whisky.  «  Come,"  said  he,  "  let 
me  know  what  it  is  that  makes  a  Scotdiman 
happy !  **  He  drank  it  all  but  a  drop,  which  I 
begged  leave  to  pour  into  my  glass,  that  I  might 
say  we  had  drunk  whiskv  together.  I  pro- 
pc»ed  Mrs.  Thrale  should  be  our  toast.  He 
would  not  have  her  drunk  in  whisky,  but 
rather  ''some  insular  lady ;  **  so  we  drsnk  one 
of  the  ladies  whom  we  had  lately  left.  He 
owned  to-night,  that  he  got  as  good  a  room 
and  bed  as  at  an  English  inn. 

I  had  here  the  pleasure  of  finding  a  letter 
from  home,  which  relieved  me  from  the  anxiety 
I  had  suffered,  in  consequence  of  not  having 
received  any  account  of  my  family  for  many 
weeks.  I  also  found  a  letter  from  Mr.  Garrick, 
which  was  a  regale  as  agreeable  as  a  pine-apple 
would  be  in  a  desert  He  had  favourea  me 
with  his  correspondence  for  many  years ;  and 
when  Dr.  Johnson  and  I  were  at  Inverness,  I 
had  written  to  him  as  follows:  «- 

BOSWELL  TO  OARRICK. 

**  Imrerness,  Sondar,  Aufost  9th,  ins. 
**  Mr  DX&a  Sia,  —  Here  I  am,  and  Mr.  Samud 
Johnson  actually  with  me.  We  were  a  night  at 
Fores,  in  eoming  to  which,  in  the  dusk  of  the  even- 
ing, we  paswd  over  the  bleak  and  blasted  heath 
where  Bfaebeth  met  the  witches.  Your  old  pie- 
oeptor  repeated,  with  mueh  solemnity,  the  speech. 


*  This  Information  Johnson,  do  doubt,  dcrired  through 
his  early  rHeiids,the  Misses  Cotterel,  who  were  acqualnunees 
of  the  widow  of  Duke  Arefalbald's  pradeeetsor.  See  m/I, 
p.  79.  — CaoKsa. 

«  Chaueer,  Shakespeare,  and  MOlon  use  It  sobstsatifelj, 
for  an  ague,  returning  ererj  day.  But  Phillips's  World  of 
MTords  has  It  in  the  general  sense  of  dMJjpr.   So  has  Blount  In 

his  GlossograpbU Caoaaa.  Philli|M  stole  ererjr  thing  thai 

Is  good  In  the  World  of  Words  from  the  Glossomiliia.^ 
P.  ComnifOBAii. 

*  As  the  Sue  passage  referred  to  Is  short  as  wdl  ssstriklnf, 
I  shall  venture  to  give  It :  — 

**  The  night  came  on  while  we  had  ret  a  great  part  of  the 
way  to  go.  though  not  so  dark  hut  taat  we  could  discern 
the  eataracta  which  poured  down  the  hills  oo  one  side,  and 
fril  lnt<t  one  general  chann«'l  that  ran  with  great  violence  on 
the  other.  The  wlud  was  loud,  the  rain  was  heavr,  and  tho 
whistling  of  the  Mast,  the  flUl  of  the  shower,  the  rush  of  the 
cataracts,  and  the  roar  of  the  torrent,  made  a  nobler  chorus 
of  the  rough  music  of  nature  than  It  had  ever  besa  nj 
chance  to  hear  before.** — Jemmqf.  ^  Caoaaa. 
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<  How  fiv  is  *t  edlcd  to  Forct  ?    What  arc  these. 
So  withered  and  so  wild  in  their  attire?*  &c. 

This  day  we  visited  the  ruins  of  Maebeth*s  castle 
at  Inverness.  I  have  had  great  romantic  satisfac- 
tion in  seeing  Johnson  upon  the  classical  scenes 
of  Shakspeare  in  Scotland ;  which  I  really  looked 
upon  as  almost  as  improlMible  as  that  *  Bimam 
Wood  should  come  to  Duusinane.*  Indeed,  as  I 
have  always  been  accostomed  to  view  him  as  a  per- 
manent London  object,  it  would  not  be  much  more 
wonderful  to  me  to  see  St.  Paul's  church  moving 
along  where  we  now  are.  As  yet  we  have  travelled 
in  post-chatMS ;  but  to-morrow  we  are  to  mount  on 
horseback,  and  ascend  into  tha  moontaina  by  Fort 
Augustus,  and  ao  on  to  the  lerry,  where  we  are  to 
erossto  Sky.  We  shall  see  that  island  ftiUy,  and 
Iben  vmU  soom  moae  of  the  Hebrides:  after  which 
wa  are  to  land  in  Argyleshirs^  proceed  by  Glasgow 
to  Aucbinleek,  repose  there  a  competent  time,  and 
then  return  to  Edinburgh,  from  whence  the  Rambler 
will  depart  for  old  England  again,  as  soon  as  he 
finds  it  convenient.  Hitherto  we  have  had  a  very 
prosperous  expedition.  I  flatter  myself,  Mrvehar 
ad  Inuen,  ipuiU  cb  ineepio  proeuMmriL  He  is  in  ex- 
cellent spirits,  and  I  have  a  rich  journal  of  hii  eon- 
versation.  Look  back,  Davy  >,  to  Lichfield ;  run 
up  through  the  time  that  has  elapsed  since  you 
first  knew  Mr.  Johnson,  and  e^joy  with  me  his 
'present  eitraordinary  tour.  I  coold  not  resist  the 
impulse  of  writing  to  you  from  thk  plaec.  The 
sitnation  of  the  old  castle  eorrcsponds  exaetly  to 
Skakspeare's  description.  While  we  wise  there 
to^y,  it  happened  oddly,  that  a  raven  perched 
upon  one  of  the  chimney-tops,  and  croaked,  llien 
I  in  my  tun  repeated  — 

•  The  raven  himself  is  hoarse» 
That  eroaks  the  fiital  entrance  of  Onncan 
Under  my  battlementa.' 

•«  I  wish  you  had  been  with  us.  Think  what 
enthusiastic  happiness  I  shall  have  to  aec  Mr. 
Samuel  Johnson  walking  among  the  romantic  rocks 
and  woods  of  my  ancestors  at  Auehinlcck  I  Write 
to  me  at  Edinburgh.  You  owe  me  his  verses  on 
grsat  Gaoige  and  tuneful  Gibber,  and  the  bad 
verses  which  led  him  to  make  hk  fine  ones  on 
Philips  the  musieiaa.  Keep  your  promise,  and  let 
ne  have  them.  I  offer  my  very  beat  eompliments 
to  Mrs.  Garriok,  and  ever  am  your  wann  admirer 
and  firiend,  Jaumm  Bobwbi.l.'* 

His  ansiver  WW  « follows :  — 

GARRICK  TO  BOSWELL. 

- HssiHo^  l^th  ■i|liB*ii,  I7TS. 
"•DsAn  Sta,  — Too  stole  away  from  London, 
■nd  left  na  all  in  the  hueb ;  fbr  we  espeeled  you 
one  night  at  the  dub,  and  knew  nothing  of  your 
departure.  Had  I  paid  you  what  I  owed  you  for 
the  book  yo«  bavght  fbr  me,  I  ahoald  only  have 
grieved  fiir  the  loss  of  your  oempany,  and  slept  with 

I  took  tb«  llbsrty  oT  fi«toif  this  fkraltlsr  s^Hl^tloQ  to 


J  ssfobratod  trtmd,  to  frtaf  la  a  mora  UvHy  aMaaor  to 
i«  r— smbrwips  the  asrtoA  wbea  he  «ss  Or.  iobaioo's 


hU  r— smbrwips  the  fork 
popU — Boswssi. 
*  I  hav«  ■upprssiod  mj  M 

of  WOUOdiOf  hU  MMtbllKf  ( 


a  quiet  conscience ;  but,  wounded  ss  it  it,  it  m  «it 
remain  so  till  I  see  you  sgsin,  though  I  toi  it^e 
our  good  fnend  Mr.  Johnson  will  diteharge  ti^  ' 
debt  for  me,  if  you  will  let  him.  Tour  sccount  of 
your  journey  to  Fores,  the  raani,  slil  cat/k  he  kc. 
made  me  half  mad.  Are  you  not  rather  too  liitiD 
the  year  fur  fine  weather,  which  is  the  Kfc  snd  tua\ 
of  seeing  places?  1  hope  your  plessore  vill  cto> 
tinue  t/ualia  ah  iueepto^  &e. 

"  Your  friend, *  threatens  me  nacb.    1 

only  wtfth  that  he  would  pot  his  thrsstt  ia  ticcn- 
tion,  and,  if  he  prints  his  pisy,  I  will  foncive  h-a. 
I  remember  he  complained  to  yon  that  Vn  b(K>i- 
seller  called  for  the  money  for  some  eopisi  of  ba 
[Lusiad].  which  I  subscribed  fiir,  snd  thst  I  <i<^ 
sired  him  to  call  again.    The  truth  is,  thai  nj  vt^< 
was  not  at  home,  and  that  fiv  weeks  to^tbw  I 
have  not  ten  shillings  in  my  pocket    Howrtf. 
had  it  been  otherwise,  it  was  not  to  giest  s  cnac 
to  draw  his  poetical  vengeance  upon  me.  I  dei«pta 
all  that  he  can  do,  and  am  gkd  that  I  can  «>  siaIi 
get  rid  of  him  and  his  ingratitude.   I  am  hsidcmd 
both  to  abuse  and  ingratitude.     You,  1  sai  nn, 
will  no  more  reoommend  your  pocts^n  to  oj 
civility  and  good  offices. 

*<  Shall  I  recommend  to  you  a  play  of  2mih\m 
(the  Prometheus),  published  and  traasiated  hv  p«dr 
old  Morell,  who  is  a  good  adioiar,  and  an  acq«sit^ 
anee  of  mine?  It  win  be  but  hatf^-KvhMs. s'' 
your  name  shall  be  put  in  the  liat  I  as  asL  << 
for  him.  Yon  will  be  in  "vcty  goodeoapsiy.  ^o* 
for  the  epitaphs  I 

[Thi»  r^ftn  to  tke  epitaph  m  thmp^  ad  lb 
v€r§e§  ea  George  ike  Seeamd^  ami  dUtif  HUr. 
as  hie pooi hmtm^fot  wehieh  sas ««^^  «•] 

**  I  have  no  more  paper,  or  I  sboold  bsve  ^ 
more  to  you.  My  love  to  yois,  and  itspccCi  to  )lr. 
Johnson.     Yours,  ever,  D.  Gasbjcx. 

**  I  can*t  write.     I  have  the  goat  in  my  kso3. 

Aoufay,  Oct,  24.  —  We  pMMd  Utt  f<im<«« 
calmly  and  placidlr.  I  prerwBcd  en  Dr.  J'<'  - 
son  to  read  aloud  Ogoen's  sixth  Sovo  « 
Prayer,  which  he  did  with  a  distiiicl  exTC^* 
sion,  and  pleasing  solemnity.  He  pni^  s' 
fsTOurite  preacher,  his  elegant  hamirf.  a*^' 
remarkable  aoeuteness;  and  said,  ae  io*^'- 
infidels  wHh  their  own  weapons. 

As  a  spedmen  of  Ogden  s  auDincr,  I  <sff(t 
the  following  passage  from  tke  suaina  v^*  ^ 
Dr.  Johnson  now  read.  Tte  nrfarhrr,  trut 
ai^gniiin^  a^nst  that  vain  nhuosophj  vh*^ 
maintains,  in  oonformltj  witJi  the  ashl  ff^ 
ciple  of  eternal  neecaeity,  or  ^  '^ 
predetermination,  that  the  oolj 
for  others,  slthoogh  we  »«  e 
for  them,  is  to  imidaoe  good 
ourselres  towardls  thenu  tluM 
self:  — 


of|fatt< 

•ojr^ 

••  4 


MHidl«siism«rf 

iNit  I  vo«ild  not  wttlihold  tram 
tf  tmdm  s  piwegf  which  shovt  Mr.  Oarrlck'i  mod*  at 
wrftioi  M  Che  wingfr  et  a  theatre,  and  eonulm  a  pteesiag 
trail  Of  hU  domeiUc  Ufa.  His  JiMUmant  ofdraaiaUc  place*, 
so  ftr  as  cooeanM  ihalr  aahlUtioa  oa  the  ftaga*  ^aet  ba 


allowed  10  hava 

which  a  pcrutal  of 

myiair,  and  fWsB  Iha 

▼eoture  to  proaounea  cKJat  U  baa 

lU  author  has  dlstlnfttbhed  hhnadf  by 

which  show  that  the  lyithat 

InstaiMw,  much  mtaappUad.  «- 

Miiklet  the  pisgr.  Tho  Slaa*_er 

emlnaot  critics  lefariad  le  1^ 

anf*,  p.  SIS.  — >  Caeasa. 
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'      "A  plain  nuo  may  be  apt  to  ask.  But  if  this 

'  then,  though  enjoined  in  the  Holy  Scriptures,  is  to 

be  my  real  sim  and  intention,  when  I  am  taught  to 

pnj  for  other  persona,  why   m   it  that  I  do  not 

pliulj  10  eipress  it  ?     Why  is  not  the  form  of  the 

petition  brought  nearer  to  the  meaning  ?     Give 

them*  ay  I  to  our  heavenly  Father,  what  is  good. 

But  this,  I  am  to  understand,  will  be  as  it  will  be, 

iod  is  not  for  me  to  alter.     What  ia  it  then  that  I 

am  doiag?    I  am  deairing  to  beoome  ehacitable 

■yirif ;  and  why  may  I  not  plainly  say  so  ?     Is 

tfasK  ihame  in  it,  or  impisiy  ?     The  wisih  ia  laud- 

ibJr :  vby  should  I  Ibrm  dmgns  to  bide  it  ?  —  Or 

ii  it,  perhaps,  better  to  bebsought  about  by  indirect 

nesM,  sod  in  this  artful  manner  ?     Alaa !  who  is 

it  that  I  would  impose  on  ?     From  whom  can  it 

W,  ia  this  eommerce,  that  I  desire  to  hide  any 

thiflg?    When,  as  my  Saviour  eommanda  me,  I 

^re  'coieifd  into  my  eloaet*  and  shut  my  door,' 

there  are  but  two  parties  privy  to  my  davotiona, 

God  and  my  own  heart :  whieh  of  the  two  am  I 

deedriag?' 


I 


He  wiilied  to  have  more  books,  and,  upon 

aqmnng  if  diere  were  any  in  the  house,  was 

told  tfaiBt  a  waiter  had  some,  which  were 

tnught  to  him;    but  I  recollect    none  of 

tioD,    except    Henrey*8    Meditations.     He 

tikHight  slightingly  of  this  admired  book.    He 

treated  it  with  ridicule,  and  would  uot  allow 

crea  the  scene  of  the   dying  husband   and 

^t^  to  be  pathetic.    I  am  not  an  impartial 

jodge;  for  Herrey's  Meditations  ensaged  my 

sMums  in  mj  eari j  Tears.  He  read  a  passage 

c">eeniing  the  vaoon^  ludicrously,  and  showed 

^  eanfy  be  could,  in  the  same  style,  make 

Te^ectioos  on  that  planet,  the  very  reverse  of 

Hcr%ey*s,  repreaentin||  her  as  treacherous  to 

■ttiiod.    He  did  this  with  much  humour; 

^t  I  kiTe  not  preserved  the  particulars.     He 

*^-»  indulged  a  playful  fancy,  in  making  a 

If-diudoo  on  a  Pudding,  of  which  I  hastily 

*•  t«  down,  in  his  presence,  the  foUowm^note ; 

«Licb,  thou^  imperfiect,  may  serve  to  give  my 

'^aden  some  idea  of  it. 


'ATSOa  OV  A   POBDIKa. 


*  Let  na  arriotialy  reflect  of  what  a  pudding  ia 
"Mp>Hd.  It  ia  eompoaad  of  flour  that  onea  waved 
'^  tSe  jnliiaa  grain*  and  drank  the  dews  of  the 
**QL.ig ;  of  aulfc  piiasrd  from  tibc  availing  uddar 
^  (^  giuda  band  of  the  beauteous  milkmaid, 
^'^^at  haaaty  and  iiuioi'iapoa  mt^it  have  lawwa- 
■"•did  a  woraa  dimught ;  who,  while  aba  stroked 
**•  'dder,  tirfal^ad  no  ambittoua  thoughts  of  waa- 
^^Sf  in  pafaras,  Ibrmed  no  plana  fiir  the  deatruo- 
'■^  «f  bcr  Wlov<«rasUivM  :  milk,  which  ia  drawn 
^^^  ths  «o««  that  naelulammal,  that  eata  the  grass 
^oc  Id^  aad  supplies  ua  with  that  vhieb  made 
^  peaicBt  part  of  the  food  of  mankind  in  the  age 
^*'-*  the  poeia  hsw«  agreed  to  call  golden.  It  ia 
*h  with  aa  egg,  that  miracle  of  nature,  which  the 


(lika  bar  tiasr.  Lady 

bad  ban  prevfanuly 

'  of  Dougtas,  Duke  of 

Doeglas  pimwui  with  the 


of 

the 


af  ha 


theoretical  Burnet  has  compared  to  creation.  An 
egg  contains  water  within  its  beautiful  smooth  sur- 
face ;  and  an  unformed  mass,  by  the  incubation  of 
the  parent,  becomes  a  regular  animal,  furnished 
with  hones  and  sinews,  and  covered  with  feathers. 
Let  us  consider :  can  there  be  more  wanting  to 
complete  the  meditation  on  a  pudding?  If  more 
is  wanting,  more  may  be  found.  It  contains  salt, 
which  keeps  the  sea  from  putrefaction :  salt,  which 
is  made  the  image  of  intellectual  excellence,  con- 
tributes to  the  formation  of  a  pudding.** 

In  a  Magazine  I  found  a  saying  of  Dr. 
Johnson*B  something  to  this  purpose ;  that  the 
happiest  part  of  a  man*8  life  is  what  he  passes 
lym^  awake  in  bed  in  the  morning.  I  lead  it 
to  him.  He  said,  **  I  may,  perhaps,  have  said 
this;  for  nobody,  at  times,  talks  more  laxly 
than  I  do.**  1  ventured  to  suggest  to  him, 
that  this  was  dangerous  horn  one  of  his  au- 
thority. 

I  spoke  of  living  in  the  country,  and  upon 
what  footing  one  should  be  with  neighbours. 
I  observed  that  some  people  were  afiiud  of 
being  on  too  easy  a  footing  with  them,  from  an 
ap[}rehension  that  their  time  would  not  be 
their  own.  He  made  the  obvious  remark,  that 
it  depended  much  on  what  kind  of  neigh- 
bours one  has,  whether  it  was  desirable  to  be 
on  an  ensy  footing  with  them  or  not  I  men- 
tioned a  certain  baronet,  who  told  me  he  never 
was  happy  in  the  country,  till  he  was  not  on 
speaking  terms  with  his  neighbours,  which  he 
contrived  in  different  ways  to   bring  about. 

*^  Lord ,**  sud  he,  **  stuck  Ions ;  but  at  last 

the  fellow  pounded  my  pigs,  ana  then  I  got 
rid  of  him.  JoBmoR.  **Nay,  Sir,  my  lord 
got  rid  of  Sir  John,  and  showed  how  little  he 
valued  him,  bv  putting  his  pigs  in  the  pound.** 

I  told  Dr..  Johnson  X  was  in  some  difficull^ 
how  to  act  at  Inveraiy.  I  had  reason  to  thins: 
that  the  Duchess  of  Arrfle  disliked  me,  on 
account  of  my  zeal  in  the  l>ouglas  cause ' ;  but 
the  Duke  of  Arsyle  '  had  ahrays  been  pleased 
to  treat  me  with  great  civility.  They  were 
now  at  the  castle,  which  is  a  very  short  wdlk 
from  our  inn ;  and  the  question  was  whether  I 
should  go  and  pay  mj  respects  there.  Dr. 
Johnson,  to  whom  I  had  started  tiie  case,  was 
dear  that  I  ought ;  but,  in  his  usual  way,  he 
was  very  shy  (rf*  discovering  a  denre  to  be 
invited  there  himself.  Though,  from  a  con- 
viction of  the  benefit  of  subordination  to 
society,  he  has  always  shown  great  respect  to 
persons  of  high  rank,  when  he  nappened  to  be 
m  their  company,  yet  his  pride  of  character 
has  ever  made  lum  guard  against  any  appear- 
ance of  courting  the  great.  Bendes,  he  was 
impatient  to  go  to  Olsagow,  where  he  expected 
letters.    At  the  same  time  he  was,  I  believe, 


io  the  Daqglas  esnss.  sad  It  was  irfil,  I  kaow  net 
on  whst  autborltjr.  that  he  headad  the  mob  vhlefa  brake  the 
windows  of  some  of  the  ItidgM,  and  d  L.ord  Auchlaleek,  Ms 
father,  in  paitieular.^  WALTaa  flcorr. 

«  John,  flftb  Dttke  of  ArnU.  whodlsd  In  IMS,  «lat.  S3, 
the  ssoler  oflsar  ef  the  BilA  MBf .  — jCi 

CC  3 


388 


BOSWELL'S  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


m3. 


•  Ob 


of  Vmbf.  —  CtOBSB. 
at  thm  iHitiw  of  t&nnk  jmn,  I 


•ecredj,  not  nnwilling^  to  hxve  attention  paid 
him  by  so  great  a  chieflain,  and  so  exalted  a 
nobleman.    He  insisted  that  I  should  not  go 
to  the  castle  this  daj  before  dinner,  as  it  would 
look  like  seeking  an  invitation.    ^  But,**  said 
I,  ^  if  the  duke  invites  us  to  dine  with  him  to- 
morrow, shall  we  accept  ? "    **  Yes,  Sir,"    I 
think  he  said,  **  to  be  sure."    But  he  added, 
*^  He  won*t  ask  us.  **     I  mentioned,  that  I  was 
afraid  mj  company  might  be  disagreeable  to 
the  duchess.    He  treated  this  objection  with  a 
manly  disdain :   **  That,  Sir,  he  must  settle 
with  his  wife.**    We  dined  weU.    I  went  to 
the  castle  just  about  the  time  when  I  sup- 
posed the  ladies  would  be  retired  from  dinner. 
1  sent  in  m^  name;    and,  being  shown  in, 
found  the  amiable  duke  sitting  at  the  head  of 
his  table  with  seyeral  gentlemen.    I  was  most 
politely  received,  and  gave  his  grace  some  par- 
ticulars of  the  curious  journey  which  I  had 
been  making  with  Dr.  Johnson.     When  we 
rose  from  table,  the  duke  said  to  me,  ^  I  hope 
you  and  Dr.  Johnson  will  dine  with  us  to- 
morrow.**   I  thanked  his  grace;  but  told  him, 
my  friend  was  in  a  great  hunj  to  get  back  to 
London.    The  duke,  with  a  kmd  complacency, 
said,  **  He  will  stajr  one  day ;  and  I  will  take 
care  he  shall  see  this  place  to  advantage.**    I 
said,  I  should  be  sure  to  let  him  know  his 
grace*s  invitation.    As  I  was  going  away,  the 
duke  said,  **Mr.  Boswell,  won*t  you  have  some 
tea  P  *'  I  thought  it  best  to  get  over  the  meet- 
ing with  the  duchess  this  ni^t ;  so  respectfully 
agreed.  I  was  conducted  to  the  drawmg-room 
by  the  duke,  who  announced  my  name;  but 
the  duchess,  who  was  sitting  with  her  daughter. 
Lady  Betty  Hamilton ',  and  some  other  udies, 
took  not  the  least  notice  of  me.    I  should  have 
been  mortified  at  being  thus  coldly  received  by 
a  lady  of  whom  I,  wi£  the  rest  of  the  world, 
have  always  entertained  a  very  hieh  admira- 
tion, had  I  not  been  consoled  by  uie  obliging 
Attention  of  the  duke. 

When  I  returned  to  the  inn,  I  informed 
Dr.  Jdinson  of  the  Duke  of  Ai^le*s  invitation, 
with  which  he  was  much  pleased,  and  readily 
accented  of  it.  We  talkedf  of  a  violent  contest 
which  was  then  carrying  on,  with  a  view  to  Uie 
next  general  election  for  Ayrshire ;  where  one 
of  the  candidates,  in  order  to  undermine  the 
old  and  established  interest,  had  artfully  held 
himself  out  as  a  champion  for  the  independency 
of  the  county  against  aristocratic  influence,  and 
had  persuaded  several  gentlemen  into  a  resolu- 
tion to  oppose  every  candidate  who  was  sup- 
Sorted  by  peers.  '^Foolish  fellows  I**  said  Dr. 
ohnson,  ^  don*t  they  see  that  they  are  as  much 
dependent  upon  the  peers  one  way  as  the  other. 
The  peers  have  but  to  oppose  a  candidate,  to 
insure  him  success.  It  is  said,  the  only  wav 
to  make  a  P>g  Ro  forward  is  to  pull  him  back 
bv  the  taiL  These  people  must  be  treated 
like  pigs.** 


CHAPTER  XLHI 
1775. 


luwermy   CtutU.  ~  Bishop  JrthibaU  CemfhA^  > 
DomgUu*  —  JttmaL  —  R^H^jiimi  BwUdmfi,'^  ■ 
Botedow  Homae,  —  Loekhmomd.  —  Camtr»t  Bam,  \ 
— SmoUett't  MomumenL^Ghu^fom^^TUFtmHm, 
4rc.  —  Lamdtmm   CattU,  —  JVtahaak.  —  Dn-  , 
domaU   Qutk,  —  EgKmJomm*    Cmk, -^  dwcki^- 
Ueh.  —  BotweWt  FaUur.^Amutdah%,  «-g— a» 
— -  Bdimbmrgh» 

Monday,  Oct  25, — Mr  acquMntancc,  the  Rer.  \ 
Mr.  John  M^Aulay,  one  of  the  ministen  cf  b* 
verary,  and  brother  to  our  good  friend  tl  Cil- 
der,  came  to  us  this  morning,  and  aooonpsnied 
us  to  the  castle,  where  Ipresented  Dr.  JokoioD 
to  the  Duke  of  Argyfe.    We  were  fhom 
through  the  house;  and  I  never  shall  forfft 
the  impression  made  upon  my  fancy  by  wax 
of  the  ladies*  maids  tripping  about  a  neat 
morning  dresses.    After  aeonff  for  a  loog  tiat 
little  but  rusticity,  tiieir  liv3y  manner,  tsi 
gay  inviting  appearance,  pleased  me  so  murk 
that  I  thought  for  a  moment  I  coald  htu 
been  a  knight-errant  for  them.^ 

We  then  got  into  a  low  one-horse  thte, 
ordered  for  us  by  the  duke,  in  which  we  drof « 
about  the  place.  Dr.  Johnaon  was  mnch  fcnvk 
by  the  grandeur  and  elegance  of  this  prina^T 
seat.  He  thought,  however,  the  essUe  i» 
low,  and  wished  it  had  been  a  story  bi^W^* 
He  said,  '•What  I  admire  here  is  the  tc^il 
defiance  of  expense.**  I  had  a  particular  prv^ 
in  showing  him  a  great  nuaaber  of  int  «•<] 
trees,  to  compensate  for  the  nakedaesi  vkui 
had  made  such  an  impreaaioii  on  him  on  l)M 
eastern  coast  of  Scotland. 

When  we  came  in,  before  dinner,  we  fo(^ 
the  duke  and  some  gentlemen  in  the  \^ 
Dr.  Johnson  took  much  notice  of  the  h'^ 
collection  of  arms,  which  nre  excellentJi  c 
posed  there.  I  told  what  he  had  said  u>  >i 
Alexander  M'Donald,  of  hia  ance«ion  :*1 
suffering  their  arms  to  rust.  **  WeU,**  ui  '^ 
doctor,  ^  but  let  us  be  clad  we  live  in  tioj 
when  arms  auty  rust.  \\e  can  mi  to-dar  st  ^ 
graoe*s  table,  without  any  riak  of  b«ng  ait»i«J 
and  perhi^M  sitting  down  anin  woandeii  i 
maimed."  The  duke  placedT&r.  Jcfatffm  ■>^'l 
himself  at  tabic.  I  was  in  fine  a]  int« ;  tl 
though  sensible  that  I  had  the  nii»fortu  -f 
not  being  in  favour  with  the  dndicf^v  I  ^ 
not  in  the  least  disconcerted,  and  otf^fv<!  % 
grace  some  of  the  dish  that  was  before  r-' 
must  be  owned  that  I  waa  in  the  ti^x  ^^  I 
quite  unconcerned,  if  I  could.  I  waa  th.*  I  *  J 
of  Ai*pyle*s  guest ;  and  I  had  no  hsmihi  to  M 
pose  that  ho  had  adopted  the  nrvjodKCs  i 
resentments  of  the  Ducheaa  of  UiualuA. 


that  Bij  venerable 
ptMage  wUbuut 
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I  knew  it  waf  the  rule  of  modem  high  life 
not  to  drink  to  anj  bodj;  bat»  that  I  might 
hftTe  the  ntiifaction  for  once  to  look  the 
dacheai  in  the  face,  with  a  glass  in  my  hand,  I 
with  a  rapectful  air  addressed  her,  ^  My  Lad/ 
Dochen,  I  hsTO  the  honour  to  drink  your 
gneei  good  hcsalth.**  I  repeated  the  words 
todiblj,  and  with  a  steady  countenance.  This 
vas,  perhaps,  rather  too  much;  but  some 
allovance  mast  be  made  for  human  feelings. 

The  duchess  was  very  attentive  to  Dr.  «K»hn- 
lOQ.  I  know  not  how  a  middle  Mtate  came  to  be 
aentioned.  Her  grace  wiahed  to  hear  him  on 
that  pobt.  "  Mi5am,**  said  he,  '*your  own 
Kkjoo,  Mr.  Archibald  Campbell,  can  tell  vou 
better  about  it  than  I  can.  He  was  a  bishop 
of  the  noojuring  communion,  and  wrote  a  book 
upon  the  subject.**  ^  He  engaged  to  set  it  for 
Wr  sraoe.  He  afterwards  gave  a  full  history 
€f  Mr.  Archibald  Campbell,  which  I  am  sorry 
I  do  not  recollect  particuhirly.  He  said,  Mr. 
Cifflpbell  had  been  bred  a  violent  Whig,  but 
•AiTwards  **kept  better  eow^any^  and  became 
t  To^.**  He  said  this  with  a  snule,  in  pleasant 
^vkm,  u  I  thooffht,  to  the  opposition  be- 
tveeo  his  own  political  principles  and  those  of 
the  duke's  clan.  He  added  that  Mr.  Campbell, 
d\a  the  Revolution  ',  was  thrown  into  f{M>l  on 
^ctoant  of  his  tenets ;  but,  on  application  by 
Icuer  to  the  old  Lord  Townshend,  was  re- 
eved:  that  he  always  spoke  of  his  lordship 
vith  great  gratitude,  saying,  **  though  a  Whig^ 
he  had  humanity.** 

Dr.  Johnson  and  I  passed  some  time  together, 
a  June,  1784,  at  Pembroke  college,  Oxford, 
vid|  the  Rev.  Dr.  Adams,  the  master;  and  I 
^^  eipressed  a  regret  that  my  note  relative 
^  Mr.  Archibald  Campbell  was  imperfect,  he 
ni  then  so  sood  aa  to  write  with  hb  own  hand, 
*  the  bUnk  page  of  mv  journal,  opposite  to 
Uit  which  contains  what  I  liave  now  mentioned, 
^  folloiring  paragraph;  which,  however,  is 
*^  quite  so  foil  aa  the  narrative  he  gave  at 
uvoiiy: — 

*  TV  Hoooufable  Arehibdd  Campbell  was,  I 
^«^t,  the  pgpbew  *  of  the  liarquis  of  Argvle. 
^  Wkw  lilt  by  engaging  in  Monmouth**  rebellion, 
■^  loocapt  the  law,  liTcd  some  ttnM  in  Surinam. 
^^  lie  rctomcd,  be  beesme  lealous  for  episco- 
^  nd  monarehy  ;  and  at  the  rerolutton  a(Uiered 
^  mIj  to  the  nonjaron,  but  to  thone  who  r^ 
^«d  10  connunicato  with  the  eburch  of  England, 
^  *o  W  immit  at  any  wonhip  where  tho  usurper 


Mlk« 


vucah 


.  I  thAll  rattfoia 


^  rriZ.^or  •  iiliUlt  State  bitvcm  DmUi  and  Uie 
p  wi«c :  «f  frafvn  for  the  DMd  i  And  the  NeeMsity  of 


,  fUUtf  pr«v«d  fram  the  hoi/  8cr1|iCur««,  and 
^  *'"«ei  «r  ia«  ratbtri  of  Um  Prinltue  Church :  And 
*^  -^Mccd  by  Mwral  iMraad  f  «tb«ra  and  mat  DItIimi 
'  ^  C%«rcti  of  laaland  aiMl  oChcni  ttnc*  tiie  ReTonnation. 
I*  **^k  to  ^««a,  m  Appendtv  coneamfaic  the  Deicent  of 
7  *^  «r  Caite  lolo^feU,  while  hU  Body  1«t  In  the 
\y  TofrtlHr  vkb  the  iudgneot  of  the  RrTerend 
i^  "■>««  riitiiulutlMe  Book,  ioCm-  aa  relatet  to  a  MM- 
^  ^^a*.  piUudai  filgMinr  and  Prayen  for  the  Dead, 
*  '•vwitf  hi  the  Snt  EdUlon.  And  a  Maniuertpcof 
"*  *  01 M mA  Wthop  OvenU  opon  the  tobiect  of  a 


was  mentioned  as  king.  He  was,  I  believe,  aaore 
than  onee  apprehended  in  the  reif^  of  King 
William,  and  once  at  the  accession  of  George.  He 
was  the  fiimiliar  friend  of  Hickes  and  Nelson ;  a 
man  of  letters,  but  injudiaout ;  and  very  curioua 
and  inquisitive,  but  credulous.  He  lived  in  1743» 
or  44,  about  seventy-five  years  old.**  * 

The  subject  of  luxury  having  been  Intro* 
duced.  Dr.  Johnson  defended  it.  ^  We  have 
now,**  said  he,  **  a  splendid  dinner  before  us ; 
which  of  all  these  dishes  is  unwholesome  ?** 
The  duke  asserted,  that  he  had  observed  the 
srandces  of  Spain  diminished  in  their  size  by 
luxury.  Dr.  Johnson  politely  refrained  from 
opposmg  directly  an  observation  which  the 
duke  himself  had  made ;  but  said,  "  Man  must 
be  very  different  from  other  animals,  if  he  ia 
diminiued  by  ^ood  living;  for  the  sise  of  all 
other  animau  is  increaMd  by  it**  I  made 
some  remark  that  seemed  to  imply  a  belief  in 
eeeand  eight  The  duchess  said,  ^  I  fimcy  you 
will  be  a  methodietJ*  Thu  was  the  only  sen- 
tence her  grace  deigned  to  utter  to  me ;  and  I 
take  it  for  eranted,  she  thought  it  a  good  hit 
on  my  eredmity  in  the  DougliS  cause. 

A  gentleman  in  company,  after  dinner,  was 
desir«i  by  the  duke  to  go  to  another  room, 
for  a  specimen  of  curious  marble,  which  his 
grace  wi^ed  to  show  us.  He  brought  a  wrong 
piece,  upon  which  the  duke  sent  him  back 
again.  He  could  not  refuse;  but,  to  avoid 
any  i^pearance  of  servility,  he  whistled  as  he 
wuked  out  of  the  room,  to  show  his  inde- 
pendent. On  my  mentioning  thu  afterwarda 
to  Dr.  Johnson,  he  said,  it  was  a  nice  trait  of 
character. 

Dr.  Johnson  talked  a  great  deal,  and  was  so 
entertaining,  that  Lady  Betty  Hamilton,  after 
dinner,  went  and  placed  her  chair  close  to  his, 
leaned  upon  the  beck  of  it,  and  listened  eagerly. 
It  would  have  made  a  fine  picture  to  have 
drawn  the  saoe  and  her  at  this  time  in  their 
several  attitudes.  He  did  not  know,  all  the 
while,  how  much  he  was  honoured.  I  told 
him  afterwards,  I  never  saw  him  so  gentle  and 
oooAplaisant  as  this  day.^ 

We  went  to  tea.  The  duke  and  I  walked 
up  and  down  the  drawing-room,  conversing. 
Tne  duchess  still  condnued  to  show  the  same 
marked  coldness  for  me ;  for  which,  though  I 
suffered  from  it,  I  made  every  allowance,  con* 
sidering  the  very  warm  part  that  I  had  taken 
for  Douglas,  in  the  cause  in  which  she  thought 


Middle  Stale,  and  oerer  before  printed.  Alio,  a  Preterratlve 
ai^nst  several  of  the  Errors  of  the  Roman  Church,  in  sis 
small  Treatises.    By  the  Honourable  Archibald  Campbell.** 

Folio,  mi.  —  BOSWBLI.. 

>  It  was  not  after  the  ibeoliif/ofi.  but  after  the  aeeenkm  of 
the  Hanover  fsmllf.  that  iMs  transaction  occurred.  Lord 
Townshend  was  nut  secretary  of  (tate  till  1714 ;  when  be 
was  so  for  a  eonple  of  years,  and  became  so  again  lo  Feb. 
17)0-1.  — CaoKiB. 

*  He  was  the  marqnU's  grandson,  son  of  his  second  son. 
Lord  Neil  Campbrll.  He  was  a  bishop  of  the  rplfcopal 
church  in  ScoCIiumI.  and  died  In  London  in  1744.  —  CaoiLsa. 

*  See  onlr,  p.  213.,  and  bosI,  sub  9th  June.  17S4.  —  C. 

*  Because,  perhaps,  he  bad  never  before  seen  him  In  such 
high  company.  —  Cbokis. 
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her  son  deeply  interested.  Had  not  her  grace 
discovered  some  displeasure  towards  me,  I 
should  have  suspected  her  of  insensibility  or 
dissimulation.  | 

Her  grace  made  Dr.  Johnson  come  and  sit  ; 
by  her,  and  asked  him  why  he  made  his 
journey  so  late  in  the  year.  "  Why,  Madam,** 
said  he,  ^  you  know  Mr.  Boswell  must  attend 
the  court  of  session,  and  it  does  not  ri«e  till  the 
twelft  h  of  August.**  She  said,  wi  th  some  sharp- 
ness, **•  I  know  nothing  of  Mr.  Boswell.**  Poor 
Lady  Lucy  Douglas',  to  whom  I  mentioned 
this,  observed,  **She  knew  too  mmeh  of  Mr. 
Boswell.**  I  shall  make  no  remaric  on  her 
gnice*s  speech.  I  indeed  felt  it  as  rather  too 
severe ;  but  when  I  recollected  that  my  punish- 
ment was  inflicted  by  so  dignified  a  beauty,  I 
had  that  kind  of  consolation  which  a  man 
would  feel  who  is  strangled  by  a  gilhen  cord. 
Dr.  Johnson  was  all  attention  to  her  grace. 
He  used  afterwards  a  droll  expression,  upon 
her  enjoying  the  three  titles  of  Hamilton, 
Brandon,  and  Argyle.  Borrowing  an  image 
fhmi  the  Turkish  empire,  he  culed  her  a 
duchess  with  three  taUe, 

Ho  was  much  pleased  with  our  visit  at  the 
castle  of  Inverary.  The  Duke  f]f  Argjle  was 
exocedinglv  polite  to  him,  and,  upon  his  com- 
plaining of  tlie  shdties  which  he  had  hitherto 
ridden  l)eing  too  small  for  him,  his  grace  told 
him  he  should  be  provided  with  a  good  hone 
to  carry  him  next  day. 

Idjr.  John  M^Aulay  passed  the  evening  with 
us  at  our  inn.  When  Dr.  Johnson  spoke  of 
people  whose  principles  were  cood,  but  whose 
practice  was  faulty,  Mr.  M^Aulay  said,  he  had 
BO  notion  of  people  being  in  earnest  in  their 
good  professions,  whose  practice  was  not  suitable 
to  them.  The  doctor  grew  warm^  and  said, 
**  Sir,  are  you  so  grossly  ignorant  of  human 
nature,  as  not  to  know  thiat  a  man  may  be  very 
mncere  in  good  principles,  without  having  good 
practice? 

Dr.  Johnson  was  unquestionably  in  the  ri?ht  \ 
and  whoever  examines  himself  candidly  will  be 
satisfied  of  it,  though  the  inconsistency  between 
principles  and  practice  is  greater  in  some  men 
than  in  others. 

I  recollect  very  little  of  this  night's  conver- 
sation. I  am  sorry  that  indolence  came  upon 
me  towards  the  conclusion  of  our  journey,  so 
that  I  did  not  write  down  what  passed  with 
the  same  assiduity  as  during  the  greatest  part 
of  it. 


*  Liidjr  Loer  Oraham,  daag htrr  of  the  tiTond  Doke  ^f 
MoiuroM,  and  wife  of  Mr.  Douglai,  the  ■ucreMftil  elalniant : 
•he  died  In  17S0,  wheoce  Buawell  calU  ber^^eer  Ladj 
Luqr.*'— CaoKia. 

•  H4Tliif  mentioned,  more  than  once,  that  my  Jonnal 
was  penned  bf  Dr.  Johnton,  I  think  It  proper  to  inkMm  my 

that  thit  la  the  laet  paracrapb  whkh  he  read.— 


*  **  An  hooeet  raardlan,  arWtratnr  Jnit. 

Be  thou  ( tnf  ttatieo  deem  a  •rcrrt  tniit. 
With  thy  ffood  tvord  malnuin  thy  eottDlry*» 
In  every  action  venerate  It*  lawi : 
The  lie  suborn *d  If  faK^ly  urped  to  R«r»r. 
Though  torture  wale  thee,  torture  flrmly  bear  \ 


Tneedag^   Oct.  26.  — Mr.  IfAulsy  1>Mik- 
fasted  with  us,  nothing  hurt  or  damaypd  hf  \ 
his  last  night*s  correction.    Being  a  man  olf  ' 

§(Mxi  sense,  he  had  a  just  admiration  of  Dr. 
bhnson. 
Either  yesterday  morning,  or  this,  I  com- 
municatetl  to  Dr.  Johnson,  ffom  Mr.M^AuUVi  ' 
information,  the  news  that  Dr.  Betttie  had  pt  • 
a  pension  of  two  hundred  pounds  a  year.   Hf 
sat  up  in  his  bed,  clapped  his  hands  sod  (7x<d, 
**0  orave  we!** — a  peculiar  ezchuDStioo  ot' 
his  when  he  rejoices.* 

As  we  sat  over  our  tea,  Mr.  Honie*s  tncfdj 
of  Douglas  was  mentioned.  I  put  Dr.  J<)hr.«n 
in  mind,  that  once,  in  a  cofTee-Donse  st  Oif^>Ttl, 
he  called  to  old  Mr.  Sheridan,  **  How  came  j<^ 
Sir,  to  give  Home  a  gold  meilal  for  writing  rial 
foolish  plav  ?  **  and  defied  Mr.  Sheridan  to  ^bov 
ten  ffood  lines  in  it.  He  did  not  insist  tker 
should  be  together ;  but  that  there  were  oot 
ten  good  lines  in  the  whole  pUy-  He  now  p^- 
sbted  in  this.  I  endeavoured  to  defend  tbt 
pathetic  and  beautiful  tragedy,  and  rept^u^i 
the  following  passage : — 


I'hott  first  of  virtucal  lit  no  mortal  !•**• 
Thf  onwafld  path,  ahboiigh  IIm  mith  dMmU 
And  tmm  the  gulf  of  hell  dcstnictioB  07. 
To  take  duBuaalalioa*!  windiqg  way.* 

JorasoK.  '« That  will  not  do.  Sir.  Nothing  s 
good  but  whnt  is  consistent  with  truth  or  pr^ 
bability,  which  this  is  not.  Juvenal  io^*^ 
gives  us  a  noble  picture  of  inflexible  viitK  • " 

"  Esto  bonus  miles,  tutor  bonus,  avbiter  i^ 
Integer :  ambigiue  a  quando  ritabcve  tctfis 
IiicertaN|ue  rei,  Phalans  lioet  impcrrt,  nt  ss 
Alms,  et  admoto  dictct  perpiria  taoit^ 
Sumraam  crede  aefi»  antmav  prwfcne  pct^f**- 
Et  propter  vitam  riveiidi  pcrdere 


He  repeated  the  lines  with  great  fnrr«  ml 
diimity ;  then  added,  **  And,  aAer  thw,  <^<"' 
Johnny  Home,  with  his  eorfA  gaping*  at**'  ' ' 
deetntctUm  crying f — pooh!"* 

While  we  were  lamenting  the  numb^  » 
ruined  religious  buildinga  which  we  baJ  U'*  ' 
seen,  I  spoke  with  pecoCar  feelinj;  <^  *^ 
miserable  neglect  of  the  chapel  beJ<'nj-'.'  *■' 
the  palace  of  Hol^rrood-house,  in  vrli  '.  t?^ 
deposited  the  remaias  of  many  of  tkr  k^'  •  * 
Scotland,  and  of  many  of  our  nolMlitT.  1  ^ 
it  was  a  disgrace  to  the  countrv  that  it  «t*  -  ^ 


To  forfeit  honour,  think  ih 
And  life  too  deariy  ^iirIh  hy 
Hor.  to  preserve  h,  with  thj  «i 
That  ter  whkh  only  aaac 


Z£Z 


b«e.* 


For  tht«  and  the  other  tranal 

It  afllxed.  I  am  Indahted  to  the  _. ._ 

mention*^  In  the  note^  mmti.  p.  aM«  aad  ^Mt  tvS 
wsLk.    Prohably  Dr  Hugh  Btalr.  -.  IK  alw  ^^r: 

4  I  am  mrrf  that  I  waa  uakorkf  te  mr  e«  *^*' 
notwahatandlnf  the  araletieaa  o«  Ur  J«Im»>«^  • 
and  the  power  of  hit  rtdtnO*.  ike  trupedj  «<  1> 
continues  to  be  goaerally  an4  4aaoiv«4l|  a4mir**> 

WKU.. 


reptired ;  and  particulsrly  oomplained  tbafc  my 
fhend  Douglas,  the  representative  of  a  great 
buie,  lad  proprietor  of  a  vast  estate,  sTOuld 
infer  the  ncred  spot  where  his  mother  lies 
interred  to  be  vnroofed,  and  exposed  to  all  the 
iDclemendes  of  the  weather.  Dr.  Johnson,  who, 
I  kjieir  BOt  how,  had  formed  an  opinion  on  the 
;  Eunflton  side,  in  the  Douglas  cause,  slilj  an- 
ivered,  **  Sir,  Sir,  don*t  be  too  severe  upon  the 
I  geocieoaa ;  dott*t  accuse  him  of  want  of  filial 
'  piety!  Ladj  Jane  Douglas  was  not  Au  mother." 
.  He  roused  my  zeal  so  much  that  I  took  the 
.  iiberty  to  tell  him  he  knew  nothing  of  the 
,  cuue;  which  I  do  most  seriouflly  beueve  was 
'  tbecae. 

We  were  now  '^  in  a  country  of  bridles  and 

nklles.**  and  set  out  fully  equipped.    The 

,  Duke  of  Argyle  was  obliging  enough  to  mount 

Dr.  Johnson  on  a  stately  st^d  from  his  grace*s 

tuible.    Mr  friend  was  highly  pleasei^  and 

Jiifeph  saia,  ^*  He  now  looks  like  a  bishop." 

n  e  dined  at  the  inn  at  Tarbat,  and  at  night 

!  eime  to  Rosedow,  the  beautiful  seat  of  Sir 

Jiflies  Colquhoon,  on  the  banks  of   Loch- 

lotnond,  where  I,  and  any  friends  whom  I  have 

iotroduoed,  have  ever  been  received  with  kind 

loH  elegant  hospitality. 

WetSuday,  Oct.  27.  — When  I  went  into 

Dr.  Johnsons  room  this  morning,  I  observed 

;  to  kim  bow  wonderfully  courteous  he  had  been 

j  It  loverary,  and  said,  ^  You  were  ouite  a  fine 

I  pntleauok  when  with  the  duchess.      Ho  an- 

'  leered,  in  good  humour,  **  Sir,  I  look  upon 

I  Kjself  u  a  very  polite  man:**  and  he  was 

'  W^U  in  a  proper  manly  sense  of  the  word. 

I  As  u  immffiiiat^e  proof  of  it,  let  me  observe 

^'-^'t  he  would  not  send  back  the  Duke  of 

'^le's   horse  without  a  lettor  of  thanks, 

vluch  I  copied* 

JOHirsOH  TO  THE  DUKE  OF  ARGTLE. 

**  RotMlow,  Sth  Oct.  1773. 
Loao,  —  That  kindness  which   disposed 
I*  to  saoply  ne  with  the  horse,  which  1 
V  ratanMd*  will  make  you  pleased  to  hear 

in  the  little  commission  with 


-Mr 


vnrill 
♦•Sf  to 

I  hm 


■f 


vas  honoured  by  the  duchess,  I  will  endea» 

•how  bow  highly  I  value  the  &vours  which 

itedved.   aad  how  much  I  desire  to  be 

ny  hwd,  yoor  graee's    most  obedient  and 

Sam.  Jouksov.** 


The  daka  was  ao  attentive  to  his  respectable 
not,  that»  on  the  aame  day,  he  wrote  him  an 
aafv«r,  wlueh  waa  received  at  Auchinleck : — 


a«|a«i|ferMe 


of  his  BseMgsMo.  I  issafiabsr 

tonod  Ijrlnf  loose  la  bit  study,  sail 

ooBlalosd  tbo  sddrMS,  a  Iscior  to 

boa  bo  had  nsdo  im  appli- 

bsholf  or  a  poor  litorsrjr  frlOTid.    It 

of  rsspsct  for  Dr.  Johaton,  that 

t  rtmoMtniod  wansly  with 


THE  DUKE  OF  ARGYLE  TO  JOHNSON. 

**  InTerarjr,  IScb  Oct.  177B. 

M  Sim  —  I  am  glad  to  hear  your  journey  from 
this  place  was  not  uopleasant,  in  regard  to  your 
horse,  I  wish  I  oould  have  supplied  you  with  good 
weather,  which  I  am  afraid  you  felt  the  want  of. 

**'rhe  Duchess  of  Argyle  desires  her  compliments 
to  you,  and  is  much  obliged  tt>  you  for  remember- 
ing her  commission  I  am,  Sir,  your  roost  obedient 
humble  servant,  AacyLa.** 

• 

I  am  happy  to  insert  every  memorial  of  the 
honour  done  to  my  great  friend.  Indeed,  I  was 
at  all  times  desirous  to  preserve  the  letters 
which  he  received  from  eminent  persons,  of 
which,  as  of  all  other  papers,  he  was  very  neg- 
li<rent ;  and  I  once  proposed  to  him  that  they 
should  be  committed  to  my  care,  as  his  ctittot 
rotulorum,  I  wish  he  had  complied  with  my 
rcauest,  as  by  that  means  many  valuable 
writings  might  have  been  preserved  that  are 
now  lost.* 

After  breakfast,  Dr.  Johnson  and  I  were 
furnished  with  a  boat,  and  sailed  about  upon 
Lochlomond,  and  landed  on  some  of  the  islands 
which  are  interspersed.  He  was  much  pleased 
with  the  scene,  which  is  so  well  known  by  the 
accounts  of  various  travellers  that  it  is  un- 
necessary for  me  to  attempt  any  description 
of  it. 

I  recollect  none  of  his  conversation,  except 
that,  when  talking  of  dress,  he  said,  ^^Sir, 
were  I  to  have  any  thing  fine,  it  should  be 
very  fine.  Were  I  to  wear  a  ring,  it  should 
not  be  a  bauble,  but  a  stone  of  great  value. 
Were  I  to  wear  a  laced  or  embroidered  waist- 
coat, it  should  be  very  rich.  I  hod  once  a 
very  rich  laced  wabtcoat,  which  I  wore  the 
first  night  of  my  tragedy." 

Lady  Helen  Colquhoun*  being  a  very  pious 
woman,  the  conversation,  after  dinner,  took  a 
religious  turn.  Her  ladyship  defended  the 
prcsbyterian  mode  of  public  worship  ;  upon 
which  Dr.  Johnson  delivered  those  excellent 
arguments  for  a  form  of  prayer  which  he  has 
introduced  into  his  ^  Journey.^*  I  am  myself 
fully  convinced  that  a  form  of  prayer  for 
public  worship  is  in  general  most  decent  and 
edifying.  5tMenma  verba  have  a  kind  of  pre- 
scriptive sanctity,  and  make  a  deeper  unpres- 
sion  on  the  mind  than  extemporaneous  effu- 
sions, in  which,  as  we  know  not  what  thev  are 
to  be,  we  cannot  readily  acquiesce,  let  I 
would  allow  also  of  a  certain  portion  of  ex- 
tempore address,  as  occasion  may  require. 
This  is  the  practice  of  the  French  protestant 
churches.  And  although  the  ofilce  of  forming 
supplications  to  the  throne  of  Heaven  is,  in  my 
mind,  too  great  a  trust  to  be  indiscriminately 


blm  OB  hU  ■traago  laattsntloci,  sad  obUinod  hU  pmaisilon 
to  Uk«  a  copy  oC  It ;  by  which  probably  It  has  bMo  prMerrnl, 
at  the  oriKinal,  I  have  reaion  to  luppoM,  U  lost.  -.Boawiu.. 
8oe  pcit,  Mth  Oct.  17S0.  —  CaoaM. 

*  The  Hoo.  Helen  Sutherland,  eldett  datighter  of  I«ord 
Strathnarer,  who  dii^  before  hit  fathrr.  the  tlflecath  Earl  of 
Sutherland.    She  died  la  1791 .  —  Caoasa. 

c  0  4 
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committed  to  the  discretion  of  every  minister, 
I  do  not  mesn  to  deny  that  sincere  devotion 
mmv  be  experienced  when  joining  in  prayer 
with  those  who  use  no  Litursy. 

We  were  favoured  with  Sir  James  Colqu- 
houn*s  coach  to  convey  ns  in  the  evening  to 
Cameron,  the  seat  of  Comnussary  Smollett' 
Our  satisfaction  of  finding  ourselves  sgain  in 
a  comfortable  carriage  was  very  great  ^  We 
had  a  pleasing  conviction  'of  the  commodious- 
ness  or  civilisation,  and  heartily  laughed  at  the 
ravings  of  those  absurd  visionaries  who  have 
attempted  to  persuade  us  of  the  superior  ad- 
vantages of  a  state  of  nature. 

Mr.  Smollett  was  a  man  of  considerable 
learning,  with  abundance  of  animal  spirits ;  so 
that  he  was  a  very  good  companion  for  Dr. 
Johnson,  who  said  to  me,  ^  We  have  had  more 
solid  talk  here  than  at  any  place  where  we 
have  been.** 

I  remember  Dr.  Johnson  gave  us  this  even- 
ing an  able  and  eloquent  discourse  on  the 
Origin  of  Evil,  and  on  the  consistency  of  moral 
evil  with  the  power  and  goodness  of  God.  He 
showed  us  how  it  arose  from  our  free  agency, 
an  extinction  of  which  would  be  a  still  greater 
evil  than  any  we  experience.  I  know  not  that 
be  said  any  thing  absolutely  new,  but  he  said 
a  great  deal  wonderfully  well :  and  perceiving 
us  to  be  delighted  and  satisfied,  he  concluded 
his  harangue  with  an  air  of  benevolent  triumph 
over  an  objection  which  has  distressed  many 
worthy  minds ;  ^  Thu  then  is  the  answer  to 
the  question,  IIoOcv  to  Kcucov  ?  **  *  Mrs.  Smol- 
lett whispered  me,  that  it  was  the  best  sermon 
she  had  ever  heard.  Much  do  I  upbraid  my- 
self for  having  neglected  to  preserve  it' 

l%mraday,  Oct.  28.  —  Mr.  Sn^oUett  plesscd 
Dr.  Johnson,  by  producing  a  collection  of 
newspapers  in  the  time  of  the  usurpation,  from 
whicn  it  appeared  that  all  sorts  of  crimes  were 
very  frequent  during  that  horrible  anarchy. 
By  the  side  of  the  high  road  to  Glasgow,  at 
some  dbtance  from  his  house,  he  had  erected 
a  pillar  to  the  memory  of  his  ingenious  kins- 
man. Dr. Smollett;  and  he  consulted  Dr.  John- 
son as  to  an  inscription  for  it  Lord  Kames, 
who,  though  he  haa  a  great  store  of  knowled^ 
with  much  ingenuity,  and  uncommon  activity 
of  mind,  was  no  profound  scholar,  had  it  seems 
recommended  an   English   inscription.     Dr. 


1  CommlmrT  Smollett  wm  tlw  cou»ln>fenn«n  oT  Dr. 
SoMllrtt :  be  dbd  vltfaout  lutw  \  mmI  the  family  rttate  would 
hav«  detecnded  to  Ibe  Doctor  hod  be  been  alive,  but  hU 
•Utor  euccceded  to  it.  Boswell  spells  the  nauie  StmoUrt  with 
ooe  /.  but  I  bate  followed  SoMiUeCt't  own  Invariable  praetko. 
—  CaoKM. 

*  fVkente  tinitf-  Caoftim. 

*  This  was  a  sulijcct  which  had  Migafed  mnch  of  Johnson*i 
attention.  See  his  review  of  Jenjrns's  Nature  and  Origin  of 
EtII,  and  Idler.  No.  (O.  —  BfAasLAMO. 

4  See  anie.  p.  SIS.,  what  I  have  ventured  to  advance  In 
favour  of  vernacular  Inscriptions.  How  should  an  English 
ltiscrl|itioo  disgrace  a  writer  wboM  fame  is  exclusiveljr 
^gliih  ?~Cauftia. 

*  The  epiupli  which  has  been  Inscribed  on  the  pillar 
Mvcted  Mil  the  banks  of  the  I..evrn,  lo  honour  of  Dr.Smollott, 
Is  at  follow  t :  —  The  part  which  was  written  hy  Dr.  John- 
ton,  k  a|>pea(urs,  has  been  altered  ;  whether  for  the  better,  tb« 


Johnson  treated  this  with  ^rest  eoBteDiit,  i^ 
ing,  ^  An  English  inscription  would  be  s  d»» 
grace  to  Dr.  Smollett;**^  and,  in  smwer  to 
what  Lord  Kames  bad  urged,  u  to  the  adrn- 
tage  of  its  being  in  English,  becauie  it  would 
be  generally  understood,  I  observed,  tlitt  aH 
to  whom  Dr.  Smollett*s  merit  could  be  an 
object  of  respect  and  imitation  would  under- 
stand it  as  well  in  Latin ;  and  tbst  turelj  it 
was  not  meant  for  the  Highland  droten,  or 
other  such  people,  who  pass  and  rqisa  t^ 
wav. 

We  were  then  shown  a  LaUn  iucriplioa, 
proposed  for  this  monument  Dr.  Jobnaon  at 
down  with  an  ardent  and  liberal  eameatMa  ts 
revise  it,  and  greatly  improved  it  bj  aennl 
additions  and  variations.  I  unfortonstelj  did 
not  take  a  copy  of  it,  as  it  originallr  stood; 
but  I  have  happily  preserved  every  uagsKSt 
of  what  Dr.  Johnson  wrote :  — 

Quiaquis  adcs,  wtator, 

Vel  mente  felix,  vd  itudiit  cultui, 

Immorare  psululum  mcmorta 

TOBI£   SMOLLETT,  M.a 

Viri  iu  virtutibua 

Qjuat  io  bomine  ct  ct^ 

£t  Uudcs,cC  imltcris. 

Pottquam  niira  •  •  • 
gg    o    •    o    •     •    • 

•    ••woo 

Tali  tantoque  riro,  auo  patrudi, 

Hanc  columnam, 

Amoriii  eheu !  Inane  nMmuaiciitnB, 

In  iptu  Levinise  ripu 

Qiias  primit  in&ns  vagitibus  pcr«oiiiiit» 

Vcnieuliique  Jam  liere  morituras  iUtutfavri, 

Poncndam  euravit 


We  had  this  morning  m  singular  pmof  of 
Dr.  Johnsons  quick  and  retentive  nienvirT. 
Hay*s  translation  of  **  Martial  **  wm  lyioji  n  a 
window ;  I  said,  I  thought  it  was  pi^^J  **f 
done,  and  showed  him  a  particular  epif^rtax  l 
think,  of  ten,  but  am  certain,  of  eisht  \»*^ 
He  read  it,  and  tossed  away  the  book,  wvirc. 
"  No,  it  is  fio<  pretty  well.-  As  I  pernstM  s 
my  opinion,  he  saiJ,  *"  Why,  Sir,  the  oriienl 
is  thus,**  and  he  repeated  it,  ^ and  this  laui 


reader  will  Judga. 
Italics. 

••  Msta  viator  I    81 
moram  eallMlssinitta  pIcftDretn.  on^' 
paiilulum  nwmoria  TOBI.C  8MOL1.STT,  II .D 
tutlbos  Usee  quas  In  booslna  ec  clvw  «c  InwdM.  f 
baud  medlocrlter  omati :  qui  in  Utrrls  vnriie  ^^r^** 
qoam  felicitate  tM  profrim  wmm  Moatosla 
morte  aoerba  raptus  anno  atatla  5I«    Ebe^l 
^atrial     Prope  Liboral  portuai  tai 

rli  suo.  cwl  !• 


Tall  tantoque  viro,  patniel 

potius  tradidlsse  decait,  banc  Col 

Inane  inonumentuin«  In  Ipsis  Lerlate  rtpn. 

«wft  eaitm  9int  ilhutrmhu  prlmls  fnbna  vs^iiIm* 

ponci>da-n  rurmvit  J*oaact  8 

reininticere,  hoc  quldem  bow 

monw.  Trrum  etiara  eiempln. 

si  modo  duni  sint.  Idea  erit  virtatia 
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if  Umu,**  and  then  be  repemled  that 
tlio,  exactly,  though  he  had  nerer  aeen  it 
before,  aixl  read  it  over  onlj  ouce,  and  that, 
too»  withoat  an j  intention  of  getung  it  by 
aetrt* 

Here  a  poit-duuse,  which  I  had  ordered 
froo  Glamw,  came  for  na,  and  we  drove  on 
ia  hkh  apirirn.  We  stopped  at  Dnmbarton, 
lad  uough  the  approach  to  the  castle  there 
tt  Terjr  steep,  Dr.  Jolwaon  ascended  it  with 
•lacri^,  and  surveyed  all  that  was  to  be  seen. 
Daring  the  whole  of  our  Tour  he  showed  un- 
eoouBon  spirit,  could  not  bear  to  be  treated 
like  as  da  or  infirm  man,  and  was  very  un- 
villmg  to  accept  of  any  assistance,  insomuch 
tkat  at  oar  landine  at  Icolmkill,  when  Sir 
Allan  M*LMn  and  f  submitted  to  be  carried 
M  men**  abonldera  from  the  boat  to  the  shore, 
mH could  not  be  brought  ouite  dose  to  land, 
be  sprang  into  the  sea,  ana  waded  vigoroudy 
out. 

On  oar  arrival  at  the  Saracen*s  Head  inn,  at 
GUsgow,  I  was  made  happy  by  good  accounts 
from  borne ;  and  Dr.  Johnson,  who  had  not 
recviTed  a  single  letter  since  we  left  Aberdeen, 
f'Hind  here  a  great  many,  the  perusal  of  which 
entertained  him  mudi.  He  enjoyed  in  ima* 
pnatioQ  the  comforts  which  we  could  not  now 
naunand,  and  seemed  to  be  in  high  glee.  I 
n-jDCfflber,  he  put  n  leg  upon  each  dde  of  the 
rn^  and  said,  with  n  mode  solemnity,  by  way 
••f  HiHloqay,  but  loud  enou^  for  me  to  hear 
it,  **  ilere  am  I,  an  EngUtknuaj  sitting  by  n 
oWfire," 

^ndby,  (kt  29.  — The  professors  of  the 
vuvenity  bang  informed  of  our  arrival.  Dr. 
Strrcmoo,  Dr.  Reid«  and  Mr.  Anderson 
Inukfastod  with  ua.  Mr.  Anderson  aooom- 
^inte<l  us  while  Dr.  Johnson  viewed  this  beau« 
Udl  city.  He  had  told  me,  that  one  day^  in 
I> : 'Ion,  when  Dr.  Adam  Smith '  was  boasting 
^  it,  he  turned  to  him  and  said,  ^Fray,  Sir, 
^^  70a  ever  seen  Brentford  ?  **  This  was 
*^}y  a  strong  instance  of  his  impatience,  and 
^t  of  contradiction.  I  put  him  in  mind  of 
t  tcHlav,  while  he  expressed  hb  admiration 
*^  ^^  elegant  buildings,  and  whispered  him, 
*lkm\ you  fed  some  remorse  ?  ** 

He  were  received  in  the  college  bv  a  number 
^  the  profcsMVS,  who  showed  all  due  respect 


(. 


Vr.  leg«cn  hm  cboMn  Co  omit,  for  maem  whkb  will 
i**^***!?  ■>»tuiit,  ttMC  Jobnton  nd  Adam  IhnHh  m«t  at 
**r>« .  boi  I  te««  iMcn  atMirad  by  Profetior  Joba  Millar 
« '^4i4  M.aiitf  that  Smith,  laavlng  tha  party  In  wbkh 
*•  «•«  »«t  fnbaaoa  bappanad  to  eooia  to  aooChrr  company 
•^  itiOgr  mm.  Koowlaf  that  Smith  bad  baen  to  John- 
**  V  "valy,  ibcy  vara  anmloiM  lo  know  what  bad  pauad, 
^^■ava aaaa  Dr.  Smkb'a  tampar  taamad  much  niflM. 
^  y^  Smfib  vauM  only  aMtvar,  **  Ha**  a  brata*  he's  ■ 
*^-**''^mm  daaar  aiamloatkm.  It  apBaarad  that  John- 
**  M  tHMT  ««  Soilth  than  ba  attarkad  blm  for  aona 
•  V  if  kii  ^maw  laltar  as  tba  death  of  Hur>a  (anl^.  p.  S7S. 
^  »*iiiianil  tba  tnMb  of  bis  statrmeat.  **  What 
<'  iftaMo  my  ?  **  waa  Iba  oalrarMl  Inquiry.  *«  Why,  ba 
^*  "vitod  Mtb.  wlcb  Iba  daapart  ImpraMlon  of  rnant- 
*yf»  Hid.  po«  Mel"    **And  »b«t  did  yoo  rmlyt'* 

■^  rw  M«  a  MS  of  a.—  1  '*  On  tiicb  tarma  dbl  tbaaa 
*•  r«M  aorallali  meat  and  part,  aad  •och  waa  Um  claMleal 
«"^r»kat«aM  tvoovat  tMCharaafpbUoaopby.^WAb- 
i«iK«ry. 


to  Dr.  Johnson ;  and  then  we  paid  a  visit  to 
the  principal,  Dr.  Leechman,  [ante^  p.  2S5J]  at 
his  own  house,  where  Dr.  Johnson  had  the 
satisfaction  of  being  told  that  his  name  had 
been  gratdTully  celebrated  in  one  of  the  paro- 
chid  congregations  in  the  Highlands,  as  the 
person  to  whose  influence  it  was  chiefly  owing 
that  the  New  Testament  was  allowed  to  be 
translated  into  the  Erse  language.  It  seems 
some  politicd  members  of  the  Society  in  Scot- 
land for  propiitfating  Christian  Knowled^re  had 
opposed  this  pious  undertaking,  as  tending  to 

{ireserve  the  distinction  between  the  High- 
anders  and  Lowlanders.  Dr.  Johnson  wrote 
a  lonff  letter  upon  the  subject  to  a  friend 
[Mr.  DrummoncQ,  which  bein^  shown  to  them, 
made  them  adiamed,  and  alraid  of  being  pub- 
licly exposed ;  so  they  were  forced  to  a  com- 
pliance. It  is  now  in  my  possession,  and  is, 
perhaps,  one  of  the  best  productions  of  his 
masterly  pen.    (Antl,  p.  181.) 

Professors  Reid  and  Anderson,  and  the  two 
Messieurs  Foulis,  the  Elzevirs  of  Glasgow, 
dined  and  drank  tea  with  us  at  our  inn,  after 
which  the  professors  went  away ;  and  I,  havinff 
a  letter  to  write,  left  my  fellow-traveller  with 
Messieurs  Foulis.  Though  cood  and  ingenious 
men,  they  had  that  unsettled  speculative  mode 
of  conversation  which  is  offensive  to  a  mui 
regularly  taught  at  an  English  school  and  uni- 
versity. I  found  that,  instead  of  listening  to 
the  dictates  of  the  sage,  they  had  teased  him 
with  Questions  and  doubtful  uisputations.  He 
came  in  a  flutter  to  me,  and  acsired  I  might 
come  back  agdn,  for  he  could  not  bear  these 
men.  ••  O  ho !  Sir,"  said  I,  "you  are  flying  to 
me  for  refuge !  **  He  never,  in  any  situation, 
was  at  a  loss  for  a  ready  r^Mutee.  He  an- 
swered, with  quick  vivacity,  "  it  is  of  two  evils 
choosing  the  least**  I  was  delighted  with  this 
flash  bursting  from  the  cloud  which  hung  upon 
his  mind,  clmed  my  letter  directly,  and  joined 
the  company. 

We  supped  at  Professor  Anderson's.  The 
general  impression  upon  my  memory  is,  that 
we  had  not  much  conversation  at  Glasgow, 
where  the  professors,  like  their  brethren  at 
Aberdeen,  md  not  venture  to  expose  them- 
selves much  to  the  battery  of  cannon  which 
they  knew  might  play  upon  them.*   Dr.  John- 

Tbli  itory  It  etrtafmkf  erronaooa  In  tba  Important  partlciw 
Ian  of  tha  time,  plate,  and  m^feei  of  tha  allagcd  quarrat  $ 
for  Huma  did  not  dia  for  thr««  yrara  altar  Johnion't  only 
visit  to  Glasgow ;  n"r  was  Smith  than  thfta.  Johnson  had, 
prarlooi  to  nls  risit  to  Scotland,  lodaed  praviont  to  1763 
(laa  mrnti,  p.  IM..  and  aotf.  April  9. 177S),  bad  an  altrrcatloo 
rlth  Adam  Smith  at  Mr.  Stralian's  Ubla.  This,  of  which,  how. 


CTCr,  w«  know  nrlthar  thr  subject  (onlass  that  was  the  ocm- 
sion  of  tha  allusion  to  BrmtfordS  nor  the  dffrra  of  warmib, 
may  have  been  tha  foundation  of  Professor  Miller's  strMnga 
misrepresentation.  But,  *^en  Iken,  nothing  of  this  very  offen- 
sive  kind  could  hare  passrd.  as,  if  It  had.  Smith  could  c^rtainlT 
not  have  afterwards  solicited  admission  to  the  Club  of  which 
Johnson  was  the  leader,  to  which  ha  was  admitted  1st  Dee. 
I77S.  and  where  he  and  Johnson  met  ftrqurntly  on  dvll 
terms.  I,  therefore,  disbelieve  tba  whole  story ;  and  repeat 
n  only  (or  tlie  sake  of  the  contradiction,  and  a«  anochcr 
specimen  of  bow  loosely  men.  even  so  respectable  as  Professor 
Millar,  will  adulrerata  snecdotei.  —  CaoKia,  IHXiV. 
s  Botwail  himself  was  callous  to  tba  comtactt  of  Dr.  John* 
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ton,  who  was  fully  consciofu  of  his  own  superior 
powen,  afterwards  [iraised  Principal  Bobertson 
tor  his  caution  in  this  respecL  He  said  to  me, 
**  Bobertson,  Sir,  was  in  the  right.  Robertson 
IS  a  man  of  eminence,  and  the  head  of  a  coUqpe 
at  Edinburgh.  He  hod  a  character  to  maintain, 
and  did  weU  not  to  risk  its  being  lessened.** 

Saturday^  QcL  30.  —  We  set  out  towards 
Ayrshire.  I  sent  Joseph  on  to  Loudoun,  with 
a  message,  that  if  the  earl  wss  at  home.  Dr. 
Johnson  and  I  would  have  the  honour  to  dine 
with  him.  Joseph  met  us  on  the  road,  and 
reported  that  the  earl  ^jumped  for  joy j**  axid 
said,  "  I  shall  be  yerj  happy  to  see  them.**  We 
were  receired  with  a  most  pleasins  courtesy  by 
his  lordship,  and  by  the  countess  his  mother*, 
who,  in  her  ninety-fifth  year,  hsd  all  her 
faculties  quite  unimpaired.  This  was  a  very 
cheering  sight  to  Dr.  Johnson,  who  had  an 
extraordinary  desire  for  long  life.  Her  lady- 
ship was  sensible  and  well-informed,  and  had 
seen  a  great  deal  of  the  world.  Her  lord  had 
held  several  high  offices,  and  she  was  sister  to 
the  great  Earl  of  Stair. 

I  cannot  here  refrain  from  poring  a  just 
tribute  to  the  chsracter  of  John,  Earl  of  Loup 
doun*,  who  did  more  service  to  the  oounty  of 
Ayr  in  general,  as  well  as  to  individuals  in  it, 
thian  sn  V  man  we  have  ever  had.  It  is  painful 
to  tluok  that  he  met  with  much  ingratitode 
from  persons  both  in  high  and  low  rank :  but 
floeh  was  his  temper,  such  his  knowledge  of 
*^  base  numkind,**  ^  that,  as  if  he  had  ezpeeted 
no  other  retmm,  his  mind  was  never  soured, 
and  he  retained  hisgood  hnmour  and  benevo- 
knce  to  the  last.  The  tenderness  of  his  heart 
was  proved  in  1745-6,  when  he  had  an 
important  command  in  the  Highlands,  and 
benaved  with  a  generous  humani^  to  the  un- 
fortunate. I  cannot  fi^re  a  more  honest 
politician;  for  though  his  interest  in  our  county 
was  great  and  generally  successful,  he  not  only 
did  not  deceive  by  fallacious  promises,  but  was 
anxious  that  people  should  not  deceive  them- 
sdres  by  too  sangiiine  expectations.  His  kind 
and  dutiful  attention  to  his  mother  was  un- 
remitted. At  his  house  was  true  hospitality ; 
a  plain  but  a  plentiful  table ;  and  everr  guest 
bemg  left  at  perfect  freedom,  felt  himself  quite 
easy  and  happv.  While  I  live,  I  shall  honour 
the  memory  of  this  amiable  man. 

At  night,  we  advanced  a  few  miles  farther, 
to  the  house  of  Mr.  Campbell  of  Treesbank, 


ion  (  Mid  when  taUing  tbtm,  alwart  renindi  one  ofaioekflf 
r«c«|vlnf  a  kick  from  tin  horie  which  he  ia  ahoirtof  off  to  a 
ouatomer,  and  li  grinning  with  pain  while  he  It  trfing  to  cr/ 
Mtu  *>  pretCjr  rogue — no  vice — all  fun."    ''''» »•*■"  *'«•»"-«"'- 


To  him  Johnaoo'i 
vndeoeu  waa  onlf  **  pnt^t  Fmmm't  tHmw.**  Dr.  Bolwrtaon 
had  a  MSM  of  good  nreeung  which  inclined  him  rather  to 
brego  the  heoeSi  of  JohnaonTi  eonveriatloo  than  awaken  hia 
rudroett.  —  WALTia  Scorr. 

*  }-*Af  MarMrat  Dalrymple,  onlf  daughter  of  John  Earl  of 
Sfalr.  married,  in  1700.  to  Hugh,  third  Earl  of  Loudoun. 
W»e  dl#4  in  1777,  aged  one  hundred.  Of  this  Traermbla  ladjr, 
aM  9(  the  CoimteM  of  EgUntoune,  whom  Jnhnaon  vliltt^l 


^*\  ^y.  ite  thill  ipeidti  In  hia  Jtmnuv:  -  *•  Lmigth  of  life 
la  d4aCrihMUd  Impartiallj  to  veiy  dilbrent  i 


modea  of  life  in 


who  was  married  to  one  of  my  wife*s  sisten, 
and  were  entertained  very  agreeably  by  a 
woethy  counle. 

Smday^  Oct,  31. — We  reposed  here  in  tran- 
quillity. Dr.  Johnson  was  pleased  to  find  a 
numerous  and  eioeUent  collection  of  books, 
which  had  mostly  belonged  to  the  Sev.  Mr. 
John  Campbell,  brother  of  our  hosL  I  wss 
desirous  to  have  procured  for  my  fdlov- 
traveller,  to-day,  tke  companv  of  Sir  John 
Cuninghame,  of  Caprington,  whose  caalle  was 
but  two  miles  from  u&  He  was  a  very  dis- 
tinguished scholar,  was  long  abroad,  and  during 
part  of  the  time  Hved  much  with  the  learned 
Cuninghame,  the  opponent  of  Bentley  as  s 
critic  upon  Horace.  He  wrote  Latin  with 
great  deganee,  and  what  is  very  remarkahic, 
read  Homer  and  Ariosto  through  every  year. 

I  wrote  to  him  to  request  he  would  come  to 
us;  but  unfbrtonately  he  waa  pi«vented  by 
indisposition. 

Mandaif^  Abe.  1. — Though  Dr.  Johnson  was 
laay  and  averse  to  move,  I  insisted  that  he 
should  go  with  me,  and  pay  a  visit  to  the 
Countess  of  EgUntoune,  mother  of  the  late 
and  present  earl.  I  assured  him  he  would  find 
himself  amply  recompensed  fior  the  trouhle; 
sod  be  yidded  to  my  solicitations^  though  with 
some  unwillingness.  We  were  wdl  mounted 
and  had  not  many  miles  to  ride.  He  talked 
of  the  attention  that  is  necessary  in  order 
to  distribute  onr  charity  judiciously.  ^  If 
thoughtksslv  done,  we  may  ne^eet  the  most 
deserving  objects ;  and,  as  every  man  hss  but 
a  certain  portion  to  give,  if  it  is  lavished  upon 
those  who  first  present  themselves,  there  may 
be  nothiaff  leit  for  such  as  have  a  better  daim. 
A  mm  IcZd  fint  ndme  tboa.  who  m 
nearly  eonneeted  witlk  him,  by  whatever  tie ; 
and  tiien,  if  he  has  any  thin^  to  spare,  may 
extend  his  bounty  to  a  wider  carde.** 

As  we  passed  very  near  the  castle  of  Dun- 
doaald,  wnich  was  one  of  the  man  v  residences 
of  the  kiass  of  Scotland,  and  in  which  Bobert 
the  Second  lived  and  died.  Dr.  Johnson  wkbed 
to  survey  it  particularly.  It  standa  on  a 
Iwaiitifiil  rising  gvouad,  which  ia  seen  at  s 
great  distance  en  several  quarters,  and  frna 
whence  there  is  an  extensive  prospect  of  the 
rich  district  of  Cnninghamp,  tne  western  sva. 
the  isle  of  Arran,  and  a  part  of  the  northeni 
coast  of  Irdand.  It  has  lon^  been  unroofed; 
and,  though  of  considerable  aize,  we  could  not, 


IWM 


vevjr  oMttttnt  cUnudeas  and  tito 
exanplea  of  age  aad  health  then  the  Trir-'tainiw. 
introduced  to  two  ladlea  of  high  quelltgr,  one  of  ^ 
LondouB),  In  her  ainetv-fiNirCh  jroar,  yrnldad 
with  the  fiill  eaeeelae  ofall  her  powora;  and  U 
Bglintoune)  hwd  atteined  bor  etgh^.fenrtk 
any  di«iinuli(in  of  her  viracitr.  and  little  rm 
Utne  of  depredatfama  on  her  heaatjr.**.—  CaoKsn 

*  Fourth  Earl.  b>ra  In  1705,  died  ia  ITSS.  Hr  had  h^ 
coniidrrahle  military  coomanda.  and  waa  the  pmoo  whe 
brmieht  Johnaeo'a  (Hend.  Lord  Charin  Bay.  lo  aeoot 
martwl,  aM  we  ■hall  leii  hereaaar.  —  Chokkk. 

»  **  llie  onwilUag  graUliiAMof  baMmanUnd.**^  A^.- 

BoiWILL. 
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bj  any  power  of  mmCToatiapt  figure  it  as 
iamng  been  tt  amtaiAe  £abitatioii  ror  imueatj. 
Dr.  jlohiiaoii,  to  irritate  mj  old  Scottish  ea- 
thuaiasm,  was  rerj  joeul«r  on  the  bomely 
acoommodation  of  *^king  Bob,**  and  roared 
and  laaghed  till  the  rains  echoed. 

Lady  Eglintoone',  tbooeh  she  was  now  in 
ker  eigfatj-fii^  jear»  and  had  lived  in  the 
retirement  of  the  eouotrj  for  alaiost  half  a 
oentary,  was  atiH  a  Tery  agreeal^  woman. 
She  was  of  the  nobk  house  of  Kennedy,  and 
bad  ali  the  eleration  which  the  conaeiouaness 
of  sach  birth  inspirea.  Her  figure  waa  majcatic, 
her  manners  hign  bred,  her  reading  eztenatre, 
a&d  her  conT^raation  elegant.  See  had  been 
the  admiratioia  of  the  gay  circles  of  life,  and 
the  patroneM  of  poe^  Dr.  Johnson  waa  de- 
lighted with  hia  reception  here.  Her  principles 
in  church  and  atate  were  congenial  with  nis. 
Sheknewall  hia  merit,  and  had  heard  nmch  of 
him  from  her  son,  Earl  Aleaander*,  who  lored 
to  cnltiTate  tte  aoqnaintanoe  of  men  of  talents 
Bi  cTcry  depaortnient. 

All  who  &ew  hia  lordship  will  allow  Khat  hia 

nadentanding  and  acooaiplialmienta  were  of  no 

I  ordinary  rate.     From  the  gay  habita  which  he 

'  had  eariy  acquired,  he  spent  too  much  of  his 

timewiUi  men,  ami  in  pursaite,  far  beneaUi  soidi 

ft  Bund  aa  hia.    He  ailar  warda  became  aensibie 

'  of  it,  and  tamed  Ida  td^omrhte  to  objects  of  iaa- 

I  portanoe;  bat  waa  ent  off  m  the  priaae  of  his 

fife.   I  cannot  apeak  bat  with  CMOlaoiw  of  the 

.  most  afihetionate  r^ret  of  one,  in  whoae  coaa- 

:  paay  maay  of  my  wly  da^s  were  paaaed,  and 

'  to  whose  ^mAmmmtt  I  wiis  moch  indebted. 

Often  most  I  hare  occaaion  to  npbratd  my- 
idf  that  soon  after  oar  return  to  the  main 
had,  I  allowed  indolence  to  preraH  orer  me  so 
anich  as  to  shrink  firom  the  labour  of  con- 
tarnas  my  joomal  with  the  same  mxnateneas 
m  beiore;  shdtering  myaelf  in  the  thought 
thst  we  had  done  with  the  Hebrides ;  and  not 
ooondcring  tiiat  Dr.  Johnaon'a  mtnunrAUia 
were  likely  to  be  more  Taluable  when  we  were 
nrtored  to  a  more  polished  society.  Much  has 
tku  been  irrecowendily  lost. 

In  the  oourae  of  our  conTeraatioa  thia  day  it 
cane  out  that  Lady  Eslintoane  was  married 
the  year  before  Dr.  Johnson  waa  bom ;  upon 
which  she  grackmsly  aaid  to  him  that  ahe  might 
have  been  ha  mother,  and  that  Ae  now  adopted 
him;  and  when  we  were  going  away,  ahe  em- 
)ffaeed  him,  saying,  **  Mr  dear  son,  farewell  I  *" 
Mj  friend  waa  much  pleased  with  thia  day's 
entertainment,  and  owned  that  I  had  done 
well  to  force  him  out 

TWadcy,  Nov.  2.  —  We  were   now   in  a 
<^otry  not  only  of  **  saddles  and  bridles^**  but 


^SwBwa^tenhter  of  Str  Airs.  K«nn«dr,  of  CwIsmo,  third 
*)"*  of  th«  otntb  Eart  mf  BtHntnna*.  Sh«  wm  «  pMtTon«M 
^^teOa  Ltttrtt.  Allan  lUntflmf't  Grugg  Skepkerd  was 
*"naied  to  bar  to  a  very  Mmmim  style  of  jMiwcyrle. 
w  disd  in  Ajnhtva  in  17MI,  a«M!  nIneCy-oM.  The  elgbth 
a«t  of  Bgliacrane.  Iba  (kthar  of  her  LordL  had  nanM,  t 
"■  KeomTvlth.  Catherine  9t.  Qulnthi.  the  widow  ef  three 

wkBMftf  al  the  dale^f  her  laa  mar- 


of  poat-eh«aes ;  and  having  ordered  one  from 
Kilmarnock,  we  got  to  Auchinleck  before 
dinner. 

My  father  waa  not  quite  a  year  and  a  half 
dder  than  Dr.  Johnson ;  but  his  conscientious 
discharge  of  lus  laborious  duty  as  a  judge  in 
Scotland,  where  the  law  proceedings  are  aSnost 
all  in  writing,  —  a  severe  complaint  whidi 
ended  in  his  death,  —  and  the  loss  of  my 
mother',  a  woman  of  almost  unexampled  piety 
and  goodneas,  — had  before  this  time  in  some 
degree  affected  hia  spirits,  and  rendered  him 
leas  disposed  to  exert  his  faculties :  for  he  had 
originauy  a  very  strong  mind,  and  cheerful 
temper.  He  assured  me  he  never  had  felt  one 
moment  of  what  ia  called  low  n>irits,  or  un- 
easiness, without  a  real  cause.  He  had  a  great 
Bumy  good  stories,  which  he  told  imcommonly 
wdl,  and  he  waa  renuurkable  for  *^  humour, 
ineaiMmL  ^raoitate^  as  Lord  Monboddo  used  to 
choracteriae  it.  Hia  age,  hia  office,  and  his 
diaracter  had  long  given  him  an  acknowledged 
claim  to  great  attendant  in  whatever  company 
he  was;  and  he  could  ill  brook  any  diminution 
of  iL  He  waa  aa  sanguine  a  Whig  and  jpresby- 
terian  as  Dr.  Johnson  waa  a  Tory  and  Church- 
of-Englaod  man:  and  aa  he  huid  not  much 
leiaare  to  be  informed  of  Dr.  Johnson's  great 
merita  by  reading  hb  works,  he  had  a  partial 
and  unfavourable  notion  of  him,  foun(£ed  on 
hia  aunpoaed  |)olitical  teneta;  whidi  were  ao 
dtaeordant  to  hn  own»  that  inatead  of  speaking 
of  him  with  that  respect  to  which  he  was  en- 
titled, he  used  to  eaU  hhn  "^  a  Jacobite  feUowr 
Knowing  all  tUa,  I  ahould  not  have  ventnnd 
to  bnne^  them  together,  had  not  my  father,  ont 
of  kiadiaeBs  to  me,  desired  me  to  invite  Dr. 
Johnson  to  his  hoose^ 

I  waa  yery  aaxious  that  all  ahonld  be  well ; 
and  begp;ed  of  my  friend  to  avoid  three  topics, 
aa  to  which  they  differed  vary  widely;  whiggiam, 
preabyterianism,  and  —  Sir  John  Fringle.  He 
said  courteously,  **  I  shall  certainly  not  talk  on 
sabjects  which  I  am  told  are  disagreeable  to  a 

Ftntienaan  under  whoae  roof  I  am ;  e^cially, 
shall  not  do  so  to  yourfaiherr 
Our  first  day  went  off  very  amoothly.  It 
rained,  and  we  could  not  get  out;  but  my 
father  ahowed  Dr.  Johnson  nia  library,  whidi, 
in  curioos  editions  of  the  Gredc  and  Roman 
classics,  is,  I  suppose  not  excelled  by  any 
private  collection  in  Great  Britain.  Mj  father 
had  studied  at  Leyden,  and  been  very  mtimate 
with  the  GroDOvii,  and  other  learned  men  there. 
He  was  a  sound  scholar,  and,  in  particular, 
had  collated  manuscripts  and  different  editions 
of  Anacreon,  and  o^era  of  the  Greek  lyric 
poets,  with  great  care ;  so  that  my  friend  and 


riase,  beinc  It  li  preaomed,  the  oldett  bride  on  record.  So 
that  the  lives  of  the  moHier  and  daughter>ln-lav  extended  orer 
m  yean,  from  ISOS  to  I7S0;  a  drruniitance  unparalleled,  I 
•oppoie,  sine* the  Deluge.—  CHORsa. 

*  Spe<i4itf,p.  ISA.— C. 

s  Euphemla  BnUne,  of  the  braily  of  the  Earl  of  Boehan. 
~Caoi 
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toacliin|F  oo  the  fkud  topics  of  dxflerence. 

Dr,  JohnioD  found  here  Bazter^i  **Aiift- 
ereoD,**  which  be  told  me  be  hed  long  inquired 
ior  in  Tftin,  and  began  to  snapect  thm  waa  no 
soch  bocik.  Bszter  waa  the  keen  antagoniat 
of  Bamea.  Hia  life  ia  in  the  **Bi«^gnphja 
Britannica.**  If  j  father  haa  written  Danj 
notes  on  this  book,  and  Dr.  Johnaon  and  1 
talked  of  baYins:  it  reprinted. 

Wednetdof^  Natf.  8. — It  rained  all  day,  and 
gare  Dr.  Johnaon  an  impression  of  that  inoom- 
modioosness  of  dimate  in  the  west,  of  which 
be  haa  taken  notice  in  hia  **  Jcrarner;^  bat, 
being  well  accommodated,  and  furnished  witb 
a  Tariet J  of  books,  be  waa  not  diasatisSed. 

Some  gentlemen  of  the  neigfaboorbood  came 
to  Tisit  mj  father ;  bat  there  waa  little  oon- 
Tersation.  One  of  them  aaked  Dr.  Johnson 
how  he  liked  the  Highlands.  The  question 
seemed  to  irritate  him,  for  he  answered,  **  How, 
Sir,  can  jon  ask  me  what  obligea  me  to  apeak 
unfttTOurablj  of  a  countrf  whore  I  bare  been 
bospitabiT  entertained?  Who  am  like  the 
HigkUm(U  ?  I  like  the  inhabitants  verf  welL** 
The  gentleman  asked  no  more  questions. 

Let  me  now  make  up  for  the  present  n^ect, 
by  again  gleaning  from  the  past.  At  J.«ord 
itbnboddo^  after  the  conyersation  upon  the 
decrease  of  learning  in  Ensland,  his  lordship 
mentioned  ^  Hermes,**  by  Mr.  Harris  of  Salis- 
bury, as  the  work  of  a  living  author,  for  whom 
he  had  a  sreat  respect  Dr.  Johnson  said 
nothinir  at  £e  time ;  out  when  we  were  in  our 
post-chaise,  told  me,  he  thought  Harris  ^a 
coxcomb.**  This  be  said  of  him,  not  as  a  man, 
but  as  an  author ;  and  I  give  his  opinions  of 
men  and  books,  fiuthfully,  whether  they  agree 
with  my  own  or  not  I  do  admit,  that  there 
always  appeared  to  me  something  of  affectation 
in  Mr.  Harris*s  manner  of  writing ;  something 
of  a  habit  of  clothing  plain  thoughts  in  analytic 
and  categorical  formality.  But  all  his  writings 
are  imbued  with  learning ;  and  all  breathe  that 
philanthropy  and  amiM>le  disposition,  which 
distinguished  him  as  a  man. ' 

At  another  time,  during  our  Tour,  be  drew 
the  character  of  a  rapacious  Highland  chief* 
with  the  strength  of  Theophrastus  or  la 
Bruy^re ;  concluding  with  these  words :  **  Sir, 
he  has  no  more  the  soul  of  a  chief,  than  an 
attorney  who  has  twenty  houses  in  a  street, 
and  considers  how  much  ne  can  make  by  them.*' 

He  tbis  day,  when  we  were  by  ourselyes,  ob- 


t  ThU  ffmClenan,  thooth  deroCed  to  tb«  Mudr  of  mm- 
nwr  Mid  dialectics,  wai  not  to  AbtorM  lo  It  ■•  to  be  withoat 
a  t«*iue  of  pleMnntrr.or  to  b«  ofltaded  at  hU  ravoorite  toplca 
beloff  tre«t«4  llghtlf.  I  oiM  dajr  met  him  In  the  street,  aa  I 
waa  naitratni  to  the  Hoate  of  Lorda,  and  told  hire,  I  was 
sorry  I  could  not  stop,  beinc  rather  too  lace  to  attend  an 
appeal  of  the  Duke  of  Hamilton  asainst  X>ouglas.  **  I 
Ibouiiht,"  tald  he,  **  their  contest  had  bern  over  long  ago." 
I  answered,  **  The  contest  concerning  Douglas's  6 llation  was 
over  long  ago ;  but  the  contest  now  is,  who  Uiall  have  the 
etutr."  Then  assuming  the  air  of  **  an  ancient  sage  philo- 
•opher.**  I  proceeded  thus :  **  Were  I  to  prrdicmte  coocernlne 
him,  t  should  say,  the  cooteU  fomerly  was.  What  A  he  ? 


iivMftrpeQ|ilatoldk 
from  hooka;  to  retag  the  afnliaiitHs cf  othw, 
and  not  tbeir  own ;  m  aboft,  to  oonvcne  widh 
out  any  orynalhr  of  thinking.  Hewsspienad 
to  sa^,  **  Too  and  I  do  not  talk  from  boob.** 

7te»fa9,JVav.4.— I  waa |^  to  barest 
length  a  very  fine  daj^  on  which  I  eould  ihov 
Dr.  Johnaon  the  place  of  ory  frmfljr,  which  be 
baa  honoured  with  ao  men  attention  ia  In 
**  Jonmey.  *"     He  ia,  bowcrer,  nustakea  ii 
tbinkii^  that  the  Celtic  name,  AQduDieck,h« 
no  rdation  to  tbe  natural  appearsnee  of  it.  I 
betiere  eyenr  Cdtie  name  of  a  nbee  wiU  be 
found  rery  descriptive.    Anchinleck  doei  aoc 
signify  a  SC019  >^  as  be  has  said,  bat  a  JW 
o/Jb^'Mtomet;  and  thia  place  has  a  nnnberef 
rocka,  which  abound  in  strata  of  that  kiai 
The  "^  sullen  dignity  of  the  old  castle,**  m  be 
baa  forcibly  expressed  it',  delighted  him  ex* 
oeedingly.    On  oeie  side  of  the  ro^  on  wbidi 
its  ruins  stand,  runs  the  river  Lnsar,  wlucb  a 
here  of  considerable  breadth,  and  is  bonkred 
by  other  high  rocks,  shaded  with  wood.   Os 
the  other  ri&  runs  a  brook,  skirted  in  the  iBBi 
manner,  but  on  a  smaller  aeale.  I  cannot  figve  ' 
a  more  romantic  scene.  \ 

1  felt  myself  elated  here,  and  ezptisted  t» 
my  illnatnoua  Mentor  on  the  antiqnity  sod 
honourable  alliances  of  my  fiunily^  and  oa  tbe 
merits  of  its  foiuder,  Thomaa  Boawcfl,  who 
was  highly  favoured  by  bb  aovereign,  Jaaei  , 
IV.  of  Soothmd,  and  feU  with  him  at  thebittk 
of  Flodden-field ;  and  in  tbe  glow  of  vhst,  I 
am  sensible,  will,  in  a  commercial  age,  be  cea- 
sidered  as  gencnloffical  enthnnasm,  did  not 
omit  to  mention  what  I  waa  aore  my  6itad 
would  not  think  lightly  ol^  my  relation  to  dv 
royal  personage,  whose  libmlity,  on  his  socc»> 
sion  to  the  throne,  bad  given  him  oomlbrt  sad 
independence.    I  have,  in  a  former  psfe,  ic* 
knowledged  my  pride  of  ancient  blood,  in  wbick 
I  was  encouxticed  by  Dr.  Jdinaon :  myresdoik 
therefore,  will  not  be  surprised  at  my  haiuf 
indulged  it  on  this  occasion. 

Not  far  from  the  old  castle  ia  a  spot  of  eoa- 
secrated  earth,  on  which  may  be  traced  the 
foundations  of  an  ancient  chapel,  dedicated  u 
St.  Vincent,  and  where  in  old  timea  **wss  tk 
place  of  graves  **  for  the  family.  It  gricrcs  bc 
to  think  that  tbe  remains  of  aanctitv  bcrc 
which  were  considerable,  were  draned  sv«*« 
and  employed  in  building  a  part  ofthe  kc«9e 
of  Aucbinleck,  of  the  middle  age ;  whicb  vsi 
the  family  residence,  till  my  father  creeled  ihsl 


The  contest  now  Is,  What  km  he?  **    •*  IllfhC*  wrfa*! 
Harris,  smiling,  **  you  have  doae  wUii  jwem^.  ami  hm9 
Into  aiumtibfV^  Boswiu.    See  mmsL  p.  ttC^C 
«  No  dou ■         ■ ' 


doubt  Sir  Alrsaoder  MacdooAM.  .• 


•  **  I  was  less  delighted  with  the 
mansion  than  with  the  snllan  dlgnAiy 
clambered  with  Mr.  Boswell  among  ihm  1 
striking  Images  of  ancient  life, 
and  rapine,  the  laird  w 
houriug  chief,  who^  perhapa,'  might 
famllr,  had  he  noc  In  a  Mr  diqns«  ~ 
together  with  his  sons. ' 
tothereUefof  J 


—  C 
the 


kOb-dbf 


tk» 
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I  *^ikg$ni  modem  manuon,*'  of  which  Dr. 
I  JohiMoo  ipetks  to  handsomelj.  Perhaps  this 
cbpel  may  one  day  be  restored. 

Dr.JchDtan  was  pleased  when  I  showed  him 
tome  Tenerable  old  trees,  under  the  shade  of 
which  mj  ancestors  had  walked.  He  exhorted 
Be  to  punt  asiiduouslj,  as  mj  father  had  done 
to  s  great  extent. 

As  I  wandered  with  my  reverend  friend  in 
the  poves  of  Aachinleck,  I  told  him,  that,  if  I 
mmred  him,  it  was  mj  intention  to  erect  a 
flMDUfflent  to  him  here,  among  scenes  which, 
in  mj  mind,  were  all  classical ;  for,  in  vaj  youth, 
I  hid  sjppropriated  to  them  many  of  the  descrip- 
tioos  or  the  Roman  poets.  He  oould  not  bear 
to  hiTe  death  presented  to  him  in  any  shape ; 
for  his  constitutional  melancholy  made  the  kmg 
of  Utmn  more  frightful.  He  turned  off  the 
loVjeet,  sajing,  *^  Sir,  I  hope  to  see  your  grand* 

Hus  forenoon  he  observed  some  cattle  with- 
OBt  bonis,  of  which  he  has  taken  notice  in  his 
**  Jovraey,**  and  seems  undecided  whether  they 
be  of  a  particular  race.  His  doubts  appear  to 
hiye  had  no  foundation ;  for  my  respectable 
se^bonr,  Mr.  Fairlie,  who,  with  all  his  atten- 
tion to  agriculture,  finds  time  both  for  the 
cianct  and  his  friends,  assures  me  they  are  a 
Mad  species,  and  that,  when  any  of  their 
cilvci  have  horna,  a  mixture  of  breed  can  be 
trseed.  In  confirmation  of  his  opinion,  he 
PMoted  out  to  me  tho  following  passage  in 
Tidtus,  ^  iVe  armentU  qmdem  nau  honor^  out 

f  tfiotia  /nmaa  **  (De  Mor.  Germ.  1 5.),  which 

■  he  wondered  had  escaped  Dr.  Johnson. 

I     On  the  front  of  the  house  of  Auchinleck  is 

]  tUi  inacription :  — 

• •*  Quod  potis,  hie  est : 

Ea  Ulobrts ;  animus  n  to  non  deficit  Bquus. 

I  It  it  characteristio  of  the  founder ;  but  the 

I  ^«a«  cimau  is,  alas !  not  inheritable,  nor  the 

'  f>|*ject  or  devise.     He  always  talked  to  me  as 

^  it  w^re  in  a  inan*s  own  power  to  attain  it ; 

^  Dr.  Johnson  told  me  that  he  owned  to  him, 

*hca  they  were  alone,  his  persuasion  that  it 

*M  m  a  great  measure  constitutional,  or  the 

.'  cfect  of  causca  which  do  not  depend  on  our- 


TW 


/ 


ni 


fvn  s^eli  U  htra-'  wiMra  to  U  noC  7— 
mind  b«  eqnal  to  lu  lot  f 

Hor.  1  Bpltt.  11.80...  C. 


Ml  abit  lawTcr,  a  food 
of  ScntUnd.  and  hlf  hU  Talucd  hto 


*Old  Lavd  Aurbtotock 

**  •'*vMac«a  aa  a  m«a  of  gond  ««tat«  aod  uicfmt  faiBllr ; 
^  »or«nvOT.  ka  waa  a  ttrict  prMbnartan  and  Whig  of  tha 
•4  VttUOi  CMC  Thia  did  not  prcrrat  his  boinf  a  terribly 
i  aiad  glial  vaa  tha  contrmpt  be  entertained 
Car  bla  aoo  Jamia,  for  thr  nature  of  bto  friend- 
*>*  aad  the  ckaradar  of  thajierMMiagee  of  whom  be  was 
^r«^  aae  after  aaoCker*  **  Thn^e'i  nae  bope  for  Jamie, 
2**'  ***  aaid  tm  m  friend.  **  Jaaite  to  gaen  clean  grte.  — 
*;>«  dr  y««  tMi*.  Mon?  He*i  done  wl'  PaoU  —  be'i  off 
f  _  'ke  !■><  luiiptoa  acvoadrel  of  a  Cortlean  ;  and  wbote 
^  ff««  UtftMk  hm  hm  ufamed  blmieif  to  now,  mon  ?  ** 

up  a  sneer  of  moat  soverrlgn 

—an  auld  dominie  ;  he  beeped 

CM'd  H  an  acaadamy.*'    Probably  If  tbto  had 

lo  JolMaou,  be  would  baTa  felt  It  mora  galling, 

tthod  la  Iblnk  of  that  period  of  btollfa  t  H 

'  bto  dtoUka  of  Loid  Aacblolecb'a 


«9  j^m  iMaft   I 
■^(AeaMJadf* 


selves,  and  that  Horace  boosts  too  much,  when 
he  says,  ^s^mcm  tat  ammicm  tp««  parabo, 

Friday^  Nov,  5. — The  Bev.  Mr.  Dun,  our 
parish  minister,  who  had  dined  with  us  yester- 
day,  with  some  other  company,  insisted  that 
Dr.  Johnson  and  I  should  dine  with  him  to- 
day. This  gore  me  an  opportunity  to  show 
my  friend  the  road  to  the  church,  made  by  my 
father  at  a  great  expense,  for  aboye  three  miles, 
on  his  own  estate,  through  a  range  of  well- 
enclosed  farms,  with  a  row  of  trees  on  each 
side  of  it.  He  called  it  the  via  mcrtit  and  was 
very  fond  of  it.  Dr.  Johnson,  though  he  held 
notions  far  distant  from  those  of  the  presbyte- 
rian  clergy,  yet  could  associate  on  good  terms 
with  them.  He,  indeed,  occasionairy  attacked 
them.  One  of  them  discovered  a  narrowness 
of  information  concerning  the  dignitaries  of 
the  church  of  England,  among  whom  may  be 
found  men  of  the  greatest  learning,  virtue,  and 
piety,  and  of  a  truly  apostolic  character.  He 
talked  before  Dr.  Johnson  of  fat  bishops  and 
drowsy  deans ;  and,  in  short,  seemed  to  believe 
the  illiberal  and  profane  sooffings  of  professed 
satirists,  or  vulgar  railers.  Dr.  Johnson  was 
so  highly  offended,  that  he  said  to  him,  ^  Sir, 
you  know  no  more  of  our  church  than  a  Hot- 
tentot**^ I  was  sorry  that  he  brought  thb 
upon  himself. 

Saturday^  Nov.  6.  —  I  cannot  be  certain 
whether  it  was  on  this  day,  or  a  former,  that 
Dr.  Johnson  and  my  father  came  in  collision. 
If  I  recollect  ri^ht,  the  contest  bej^an  while  my 
father  was  showing  him  his  collection  of  medals; 
and  Oliver  Cromwell*s  coin  unfortunately  in- 
troduced Charles  the  First  and  Toryism.  They 
became  exceedingly  warm  and  violent,  and  I  was 
very  much  distr^sed  by  being  present  at  such 
an  altercation  between  two  men,  both  of  whom 
I  reverenced;  yet  I  durst  not  interfere.  It 
would  certainly  be  very  unbecoming  in  me  to 
exhibit  my  honoured  father  and  my  respected 
friend,  as  intellectual  gladiators,  for  the  enter- 
tainment of  the  public ;  and,  therefore,  I  sup- 
press what  voidd,  I  dare  say,  make  an  inter- 
esting scene  in  this  dramatic  sketch,  this 
account  of  the  transit  of  Johnson  over  the 
Caledonian  hemisphere.* 


^'^isf'ry  and  pretbylerlantom.  Tbeta  the  old  lord  carried 
to  such  an  unusual  height,  that  once,  when  a  cmuitryman 
came  in  to  state  some  Justice  business,  and  being  required  to 
make  bto  oath,  declined  to  do  so  before  bli  lordtblp,  because 
be  was  not  a  epemeiilrd  magistrate  —  "  Is  that  a^  your  ob- 
jection, mon  7  "  said  the  Judge ;  **  come  your  ways  in  here, 
and  we'll  baith  of  os  tak  the  solemn  league  and  covenant 
together.**  Tha  oath  was  accordingly  agreed  and  sworn  to 
by  both,  and  I  dare  sav  U  was  the  last  time  it  ever  r«*ceived 
such  homage  ft  mar  be  lurmlsed  how  far  Xxml  Auchlnlirk, 
such  as  he  Is  here  described,  was  likely  to  suit  a  bliih  Tory 
and  episcopalian  like  Johnson.  As  they  i^roacbed  Aiichln- 
leck,  Boswell  conjured  Johnson  by  all  the  ties  of  regard, 
and  in  requital  of  the  services  he  bad  rendered  him  upon  bto 
tour,  that  he  would  spare  two  subleets  In  tenderness  to  bia 
fbtber's  prejudices ;  the  first  related  to  Sir  John  Prinila, 
president  of  the  Royal  Sodety.  about  whom  there  wa»  then 
some  dispute  current:  the  seeood  concerned  the  general 
question  of  Whig  and  Tory.  Sir  John  Prinala,  as  Boewell 
sajs,  escaped,  but  tha  controversy  between  Tory  and  Cove- 
nanter raged  with  great  fary.and  ended  In  Johnson's  prasaing 
unoo  the  old  Judge  the  qoastioo,  what  good  Cromwell,  of 
whom  ho  bad  •aidsomafhing  darofiCofy,  had  aftrdoaa  !• 
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Yet  I  think  I  may,  vhhout  impropriety, 
mention  one  oircamitanee,  as  an  instance  of 
my  father*^  addren.  Dr.  Johnson  challenged 
him,  as  he  did  ns  all  at  Talisker,  to  point  out 
any  theological  works  of  merit  written  by  pres- 
byterian  ministers  in  Scotland.  My  father, 
whose  studies  did  not  lie  much  in  that  way, 
owned  to  me  afterwards,  that  he  was  somewhat 
at  a  loss  how  to  answer,  bnt  that  luckily  he 
recollected  having  read  in  catalogues  the  title 
of  Durham  on  the  Gralatians ;  upon  which  he 
boldly  said,  **Pray,  Sir,  have  you  read  Mr. 
Durham's  excellent  commentary  on  the  Gala- 
dans  P*"  "^  No,  Sir;*  said  Dr.  Johnson.  By 
this  lucky  thonp^ht  my  father  kept  him  at  bay, 
and  for  some  tmie  enjoyed  his  triumph ' ;  but 
his  antagoniat  soon  made  a  retort,  which  I  for- 
bear to  mention. 

In  the  course  of  their  altereation,  Whiggism 
and  presbj^terianism,  Toryism  and  episcopacy, 
were  temUy  bufieted.  My  worthr  nereditary 
friend.  Sir  John  Fringle,  never  naving  been 
mentioned,  hi^pily  esc^>ed  without  a  bruise. 

My  /iiiher*s  opinion  of  Dr.  Johnson  may  be 
conjectured  from  the  name  he  afterwards  gave 
him,  which  was  Ubsa  Majob.  But  it  is  not 
true,  as  has  been  reported,  that  it  was  in  con- 
sequenoeof  my  saying  that  he  was  eontteUaihn^ 
of  genius  and  literature.  It  was  a  shr  abrupt 
expression  to  one  of  his  brethren  on  the  bench 
of  the  court  of  session,  in  which  Dr.  Johnson 
was  then  standing ;  bnt  it  was  not  said  in  hb 
hearing. 

SwMtay^  Nov.  7. — My  father  and  I  went  to 
public  worship  in  our  parish  church,  in  which 
I  regretted  tnat  Dr.  Johnmn  would  not  join 
us;  for,  ihough  we  have  there  no  form  of 
prayer,  nor  maf|[nificent  solemnity,  yet,  as  God 
IS  worriiipped  m  spirit  and  in  truth,  and  the 
same  doctrines  preached  as  in  the  church  of 
England,  my  friead  would  certainly  have 
shown  more  liberalilnr,  had  he  attended.  I 
doubt  not,  however,  but  he  employed  his  time 
in  private  to  very  good  purpose.  Hu  miifbnn 
ana  fervent  piety  was  manifested  on  many 
occasions  dunn|;  onr  tour,  which  I  have  not 
mentioned.  Uis  reason  for  not  joining  in 
presbyterian  worship  has  been  recorded  m  a 
former  page." 

Monaaify  Nov.  8.  —  Notwithstanding  the 
altercation  that  had  passed,  my  £uher,  who  had 
the  dignified  courtesy  of  an  old  bsron,  was 
yery  civil  to  Dr.  Johnson,  and  politely  attended 
him  to  the  post-chaise  which  was  to  convey  us 
toEdinbuinh. 

Thus  they  parted.  They  are  now  in  another, 
and  a  higher  state  of  eaistenfle  ' :  and  as  they 


ki«  cooBkiy ;  wkmtt  after  bdnsaoch  tofftnrad.  Lord  Avelriii* 
toek  At  iait  spok*  Mit,  **  0«d.  doctor  I  to  «ut  lihit«  li«fn  Uiat 
Uioy  todAlMftto  ttolr  Mck**~to  taosM  htafsttoyhada 
JMil  la  ttoir  aoaka.  Jomlo  ttoo  Mt  to  loidfcrtlin  totvMo 
lib  fattor  and  th«  pbUoMptor.  and  aralltac  MaMiror  tbo 
iodfo'c  MOM  of  botpltatttr,  wbtah  ««■  puartllloiM.  radncod 
ito  dstoto  to  Mora  oidor.  ~  Wamv  SoSrr 
>  All  putlM  MMO  to  tofo  been  in  m  taMriMto  oTIff. 
Car  a  tarM  out  Umi  ihora  li  no  raeh  booh  as 

tkON  If  **«»  iko 


were  both  worthy  christian  men,  I  treik  tky 
have  met  in  hi^ipiness.     But  1  mmt  sbenre,  ' 
in  justice  to  my  fnend*s  political  priocipiei,  < 
and  my  own,  that  they  have  met  n  %  place  I 
where  there  is  no  room  for  Whiggum. 

We  came  at  night  toagoedianatHarnhflB. 
I  recollect  no  more. 

Tuesday^  Nov.  9.  —  I  wiabed  to  have  ikovB 
Dr.  Johnson  the  Didce  of  HamiltoB*i  boiae, 
comuKmly  called  the  palaee  of  HaaukoD,  vbidi 
ia  dose  by  the  town.  It  is  aa  object  whic^ 
having  been  pointed  ont  to  me  as  a  iptendid 
edifice,  from  my  earliest  yean,  m  tnireDiiE 
between  Auchtnleck  and  Bdinfoargh,  bif  itill 
great  grandeur  in  my  imaginatien.  lAjtnnA 
consented  to  atop,  and  view  tiie  onlBds  cf  it. 
but  could  not  be  pemaded  to  go  hrto  it 

We  arrived  thia  mght  at  &iinbaiAil^ 
an  absence  of  eighty-^ree  days,  ror  fiw 
weeks  together,  of  the  tempestnoni  lesna, 
there  had  been  no  aocomit  reorivcd  of  w.^  1 
cannot  expren  how  hi^y  I  waa  on  ia&% 
myaelf  again  at  home. 


CHAPTER  XLIV. 
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.^FimgaL^  CrtdmlUg.^  Smmd  SifU  -  Ci^ 
and  FotU  om  Cim^mmtmw.  ^—  JMbraaii  iiM« 
and  M$ihmiimL  ^  Huto^p.  ^  BthuUm  -  *» 
htUitH.  — .  Lard  Mmmjfidd.  -»  igiilai*ia  -^^ 
vote  Life  of  a  Jmdgt.  —  Blair,  —  Bmmdt»  h^ 
tioHt.  —  Ojficert  of  the  Armg,  —  AcwJt'9  f' 
Deaf  and  Dmmi.  —  Setttk  JSPi^AJbdkr  ami  JT*^^ 
Sailtr.  ->  RmHu  amd  HumtkandmL  ~  O**^ 
—  Sir  John  Dohympk.  ~  JMiuoa*«  D^f^t^}* 
Lamdon.  _  LetUru  frvm  Lard  BaSht  nd  )t 
Dempster.  —  On  nipomdemee  witk  Ma»pj^  —  ^^^ 
ehmiam  qfth§  Tomr  to  Iftr  HAridm. 

Wednetday,  Nov.  10. — OioHr.DntfB^ 

the  bookseller,  came  to  iMiaifiisf     Dr.  M|- 

son  and  he  had  not  met  fisr  ten  yann.   WK 

•  Dr. 


respect  on  his  side,  and 
Johnson*H.     Soon  aftrnwaiik  Load 


kidibip  mA. 


came  in,  and  was  much  ukasfri  at 
Johnson   in    Scotland.      Hia 
*«hardhr  any  thing  seemed  to  Urn  more 
bable.      D^r.  Jolmaon  had  a  v 
of  him.    Speaking  of  him  to 
terised  him  thus:  "^ Lord  Elifaank  has 
great  deal    It  is  true,  I  can  find  in 
Uiat  he  haa  read;  but  be  haa  a 


Pr 


I 


awori«b 

fbr  a  WM  ant 
■ffcerwardi  In  Rdbibor^,  19&\  « 
prlatrd CaoKaa. 

*  It  to  rvmarkable  tbat 
call*  tbe  Ima^narj  Mr.  Jt 

*  ^nf^.B.  SOI.  — Bm^ 

*  Lom  AachlaloA 


IB  A 

m  a 


oTttol^ 


temc^iMan^ 
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what  n  in  books,  prored  hy  the  test  of  Teal 
life.'*  Indeed,  there  biTe  been  feir  men  whoee 
confenttion  disoorered  more  knowledge  en- 
iivcBed  hr  fancy.'  He  pablisbed  aeveral  amaM 
pieces  oi  distrnguhed  merit;  and  hu  left 
tome  in  Bunnaaiiit,  in  parttcitlsr  an  aooonnt 
of  the  eipedition  againat  Uaiiliafena,  in  whioh 
be  seired  as  an  officer  in  the  aimy.  His 
writings  desenre  to  be  collected.  He  iraa  ibe 
mij  patron  of  Dr.  Rebertaon,  the  historian, 
and  Mr.  Home,  the  tragic  poet ;  who,  when 
thej  vere  ministers  of  oonntry  parishes,  lived 
near  his  seat.  He  told  me,  *U  saw  these  kda 
had  talents,  and  they  were  much  with  me.** 
I  hope  thej  will  pay  a  grateftil  tribute  to  his 


The  momii^  was  chiefly  taken  up  by  Dr. 
Jofaosoo*s  girinff  Um  an  aocount  of  our  Tour. 
IVe  iubjeet  of  oiflerence  in  politioal  prinoiplea 
vu  introdooed.  Johhsoh.  ^It  is  nnch  in- 
mmtA  hj  opposition.  There  was  a  violent 
Whi^  vith  whom  I  vaed  to  contend  with 
jrat  eagemeas.  After  his  death  I  fdt  my 
iomsn  much  Abated.**  I  snppoee  he  meant 
Mr.  Wahneslefy  of  Lichfield*  whose  oharaoler 
he  has  drawn  ao  well  in  his  Lile  of  Sdnmnd 
omtD. 

Ifr.  Kaime  came  in,  and  he  and  I  aeoora* 

ried  Dr.  Johnson  to  Edmburgb  caatle,  which 
owned  waa  ^n  great  place.**  But  I  most 
nouioo,  as  a  strikh^  instance  of  that  spirit  of 
<tatradiciioa  to  which  he  had  a  strong  pro- 
fvaaty,  when  LfOid  Elibank  waa  aome  days 
iftcr  talking  of  it  with  the  natural  elation  of  a 
.Voicfaaan,  or  of  any  man  who  is  prood  of  a 
ititely  fortreaa  in  his  own  oonntry,  Dr.  John- 
««  sffseled  to  deapiae  it,  obserfiiig,  that  **it 
v««id  make  a  socmI  prmm  in  EnoLaim.** 

Lot  it  aboti&  be  aujppoaed  that  I  have  sop- 
vrmtA  one  of  his  aalliea  against  my  country, 
^  Bsy  not  be  improper  here  to  correct  a  mis- 
^>^  seoonni  taut  has  been  drouklad,  as  to 
hj  oooreraacion  thia  day.  It  haa  been  said, 
te  being  deaund  to  attend  to  the  noble 
pr^peet  from  the  Oaatle-hill,  he  replied,  •^Sir, 
^  aablest  pniapeet  that  a  Sootohnan  ever 
"«■  the  Ugh  rottd  that  leada  him  to  London.** 
^  livtly  aapenamwaa  dnwwn  out  at  a  larera 
!i  Undan^tn  uxf  preaenoe,  many  jeasa  beftva.* 
▼e  had  with  va  to-day  at  dinner,  at  my 


Vm4 


mmdm  m  hamr  rcCort  on  Dr.  Johnion*f 
w  tlw  a>od  of 


hoiMS  In  Bngtand  tni  of 
I  ••  T««,"  mM  fm  1  **«d  wImiw  M  wttl  yen 
f  ** .»  Waltib  Scott. 


It.    It  — wm  im»fc>-ly  that   te  and  Wr. 


fo  1737.    It  WM  ClMrafere  more  pro- 
of tbe  irwJUuim  CMb,  Dyw,  H«Olil0.  or 
rtllsluni  Miett  vcfotrlMt  John* 


of  Ito  afth  Bart  of 
[Jw^krtefw,  «n4  wife,  bv  a 
LordColTlllo:  ibodloiltn 


ta  1739  (  dM  ta  nos,  unmarrM.  — 

In  1788:  Im  dM  In  I79T,  on- 

of  tbt  SrU  adkioo.  In  Ueu  of  which, 


house,  the  Laify  Dowager  Oolvill  \  and  Lady 
Anne  Ersktne  ^  sisters  of  the  £ari  of  Kelly ; 
the  Hon.  Archibald  Erskine,  who  has  now 
soeoeeded  to  that  titled;  Lord  Elibank,  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Blair,  Mr.  Tytkr,  the  acate  vindi- 
cator of  KarT)  Queen  cf  Scots,  and  [his  son, 
the  advocate.]  "^ 

Fingal  being  talked  of,  Dr.  Johnson,  who 
used  to  boast  that  he  had,  from  the  first, 
resisted  boA  Osrian  and  the  giants  of  Ba- 
tagonia ',  averred  his  positive  disbelief  of  its 
authentidtr.  Lord  Elibank  said,  **  I  am  smre 
it  is  not  M*Fherson*s.  Mr.  Johnson,  I  keep 
oompany  a  great  deal  with  yon ;  it  is  known  I 
do.  I  may  borrow  irom  yon  better  things 
than  I  can  say  mvself^  and  give  them  as  my 
own ;  but  if  I  should,  every  body  will  know 
whose  they  are.'*  The  doctor  was  not  softened 
by  this  compliment.  He  denied  merit  to 
iingal,  8iq>nosing  it  to  be  die  production  of  a 
man  who  nas  had  the  advantages  that  the 
present  age  affords;  and  said,  '* nothing  is 
more  easy  than  to  write  enough  in  that  style  if 
onee  you  begin.** ' 

[Young  Mr.  Tytler  briskly  stepped  forward, 
and  said,  ^  Fingal  is  certainly  genuine,  for  I 
have  heard  a  great  part  of  it  repeated  in  the 
ori^nal.**  Dr.  Johnson  indignantly  asked  him, 
^  Sir,  do  you  understand  the  original  P  '*  Ttt- 
JMM.  ^  Ko,  sir.**  JoBHSov.  ^  Why,  then,  we  see 
to  whatilAtt  testimony  comes :  thus  it  b. "  He 
afterwards  said  to  me,  **  Did  you  observe  the 
wonderiul  confidence  with  which  young  TyUer 
advanced  with  his  front  ready  brazed  f']  "> 

I  mentioned  this  as  a  remarkable  proof  how 
liable  the  mind  of  man  is  to  credulity,  when 
not  guarded  by  such  strict  examination  as  that 
which  Dr.  Johnson  habitually  practised.  The 
talents  and  integrity  of  the  gentleman  who 
made  the  remark  are  unq^uestionable ;  yet,  had 
not  Dr.  Johnson  made  him  advert  to  the  con- 
sideration, that  he  who  does  not  understand  a 
laneuage  cannot  know  that  something  which  ia 
recmed  to  him  is  in  that  language,  he  might 
have  believed,  and  reported  to  this  hour,  that 
he  iMd  -  l«trd  a  grMt  p«rt  of  Fing.!  repeated 
m  the  original. 

For  the  satisfaction  of  tiiose  on  the  north  of 
the  Tweed,  who  mi^  think  Dr.  Johnson*s  ae* 
coimt  of  Caledonian  oredulity  and  inaccuracy 


tar  a  raaaoa  Chat  will  appoar  prewntlj,  Kr.  Bogwell  after- 
wanit  Mitotltutod  the  word*  "  gome  oibar  IHamlt."  Toonf 
Mr.  Tyll«r,  Um  adfocate,  baoaaiaaftarward*  a  lurd  ofaaMioo* 
under  the  title  of  Lord  Woodhoutelee.  —  Caosaa. 

•  Th«  itorT  told  In  Coremadora  Bvron't  Vof agv  of  Mi 
haTlng  Mien  In  with  a  gigaatle  trihe  of  oativai*  oo  the  aoail 
of  Patasoola.  —  Cbokir. 

*  I  daaire  boc  to  be  imdeirtaod  ae  asTMhif  enMwy  with 
Iha  oDinloBa  of  Dr.  Jnhiiaao,  which  I  relate  without  anr 
remarK.  The  man j  ioiltatiooe,  however,  of  fingal,  that  hare 
been  pohltahed.  conSnn  thto  obeertetloa  to  a  eooiMerabla 


r*  In  place  of  tblt  paaaage  of  the  flret  edicios,  Hr.  Bofwell 
afterwardi  rabtUtuted  the  follawlw:  ''Om  gMttanan  to 
eompany  eapreMing  hit  opinion  *  that  Fingal  was  certainlf 
geimtne,  tor  that  he  had  heard  a  graat  part  of  It  repeated  ta 
the  original,*  ->  Dr.  Johnson  Indlgneutly  a»ked  him,  whether 
he  inderacood  the  original ;  to  wniah  an  anawer  bdag  given 
In  the  negative,  *  Wbf,  then,*  said  Dr.  JohnMm,  *  we 
to  what  IM»  toMtaMuy  aoMea:  thue  a  ia.'  "..CMoa. 
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too  strong,  it  is  bat  fair  to  add,  that  he  ad- 
nutted  the  same  kind  of  ready  belief  might 
be  found  in  his  own  country.  **  He  would  un- 
dertake,** he  said,  **  to  write  an  epic  poem  on 
the  story  of  Robin  Hood ;  and  half  England, 
to  whom  the  names  and  places  he  should  men- 
tion in  it  are  familiar,  would  believe  and  declare 
they  had  heard  it  from  their  earliest  years.** 

One  of  his  objections  to  the  authenticity  of 
Fingal,  during  the  conversation  at  Ulinish,  is 
omitted  in  mr  Journal,  but  I  perfectly  recol- 
lect it.  ^  Why  is  not  the  original  deposited  in 
some  public  library,  instead  of  exhibitmg  attest- 
ations of  its  existence  ?  Suppose  there  wss  a 
question  in  a  court  of  justice,  whether  a  man 
be  dead  or  alive.  You  aver  he  is  alive,  and 
you  bring  fifty  witnesses  to  swear  it  I  answer, 
*  Why  do  you  not  produce  the  man  ?  *  **  This 
is  an  argument  founded  on  one  of  the  first 
principles  of  the  law  of  evidence,  which  Gilbert ' 
would  have  held  to  be  irrefn^ble. 

I  do  not  think  it  incumb^t  on  me  to  ^ve 
any  precise  decided  opinion  upon  this  question, 
as  to  which  I  believed  more  than  some,  and 
less  than  others.  The  subject  appears  to  have 
now  become  very  uninteresting  to  the  pubb'c 
That  Fingal  is  not  from  beginning  to  end  a 
translation  from  the  Gaelic,  but  that  tome  pas- 
sages have  been  supplied  bv  the  editor  to  con- 
nect the  whole,  i  nave  heard  admitted  bv 
very  warm  advocates  for  its  authenticity.  If 
this  be  the  case,  why  are  not  these  distinctly 
ascertained  f  Antiquaries  and  admirers  of  the 
work  may  complain,  that  they  are  in  a  situation 
similar  to  that  of  the  unhappy  gentleman  whose 
wife  informed  him,  on  her  death-bed,  that  one  of 
their  reputed  children  was  not  his ;  and,  when 
he  eagerlv  begged  her  to  declare  which  of  them 
it  was,  sne  answered,  *'  Thai  you  shall  never 
know;**  and  expired^  leaving  him  in  irreme- 
diable doubt  as  to  them  all. 

I  beg  leave  now  to  say  something  upon 
second-sight,  of  which  I  have  related  two  in- 
stances, as  they  impressed  my  mind  at  the  time. 
I  own,  I  returned  from  the  Hebrides  with  a 
considerable  d^flree  of  faith  in  the  many  stories 
of  that  kind  wnich  I  heard  with  a  too  easy 
acquiescence,  without  any  close  examination 
of  the  evidence :  but,  since  that  time,  my  belief 
in  those  stories  has  been  much  woikened,  by 
reflecting  on  the  careless  inaccuracy  of  narra- 
tive in  common  matters,  from  which  we  may 
certainly^  conclude  that  there  may  be  the  same 
in  what  is  more  extraordinarf.  It  is  but  just, 
however,  to  add,  that  the  belief  in  second-sight 
is  not  peculiar  to  the  Highlands  and  Isles. 

Some  years  after  our  Tour,  a  cause  was  tried 
in  the  court  of  session,  where  the  principal  fact 
to  be  ascertained  was,  whether  a  «hip-master, 
who  used  to  frequent  the  Western  Highlands 
and  Isles,  was  drowned  in  one  particular  year. 


>  ChlcT 
CMncm. 
■  Dr. 


OObtlt   Wmtt   U   iTMtlM 

■ad  Mr.  W«]kar  ar*  tte 


or  in  the  year  after.    A  great  nnmber  of  vit-  | 
nesses  from  those  parts  were  exsmined  on  acb 
side,  and  swora  directly  contrary  to  escli  odier  I 
upon  this  simple  question.    One  of  theoi,  t  I 
very  respectable  chieftain,  who  told  me  t  storr 
of  second-sight,  which  I  have  not  nentiooed,  | 
but  which  I  too  implicitly  beUeved,  had  in  thii  . 
case,  previous  to  this  public  exanuostioD,  not 
onlv  said,  but  attested  under  his  band,  thit  he  . 
had  seen  the  ship-master  in  the  year  subsecjocni  | 
to  that  in  which  the  court  was  finally  Mtufied 
he  was  drowned.    'When  interrogated  with  the  ' 
strictness  of  judicial  inouiry,  and  mider  tke  | 
awe  of  an  oath,  he  reoouected  himself  betur,  , 
and  retracted  what  he  had  formerlj  saerted, 
apologising  for  his  inaccuracy,  by  tdlioj;  tk 
judges,  ^  A  man  will  soy  what  he  will  sot 
siosar.**    By  many  he  was  much  censored,  isd  • 
it  was  nuttntaine^  that  ewery  gentlemsn  would  I 
be  as  attentive  to  truth  without  the  ssnctioo  of  ' 
an  oath  as  with  it.    Dr.  Johnson,  though  W 
himself  was  distinguished  at  all  times  by  s  scni-  | 
pulous  adherence  to  trutli,  controverted  thk  , 
proposition ;  and,  as  a  proof  that  tins  iru  not, 
though  it  oufpht  to  be,  w  case,  urged  the  vert 
different  decisions  of  elections  under  Hr.  Gm- 
viUe's  Act^  from  those  formerly  made.    *^  i^^fi- 
tlemen  will  not  pronounce  upon  oath,  whti  , 
thev  would  have  said,  and  voted  in  the  hooMi 
without  that  sanction.** 

However  difficult  it  may  be  for  men  wkt 
believe  in  preternatural  oommunications,  a 
modem  times,  to  satisfy  those  who  are  ot*  i 
different  opinion,  they  may  easily  refiiir  tk 
doctrine  of  their  opponents^  who  iBp^  * 
belief  in  second-sight  to  auperstitioB.  To  ca* 
tertain  a  visionary  notion  tLat  one  sees  s  di#* 
tant  or  future  event  may  be  called  supensitMA ; 
but  the  correspondence  of  the  Act  or  eif^t 
with  such  an  impression  on  the  ftncy,  thoict 
certainly  very  wonderful,  if  poved,  hat  v* 
more  connection  with  superstitiosi  then  but 
netism  or  electricity. 

After  dinner  various  topics  were  diseaM^> 
but  I  recollect  only  one  particular.    Dr.  Jo^ 
son  compared  the  different  talents  of  Osnvi 
and  Foote,  as  oompaniona,  and  gave  GtrntA 
greatly  the  preference  for  deganoe,  thoogi^  ^ 
allowed  Foote  extraordiuttry  powers  of  cnt-r* 
taimnent.    He  said,  ^  Gamck  is  restraiofd  t« 
some  principle ;  but  Foote  has  the  adTKCt^ 
of  an  unlimited  ran^^    Garrick  has  soaitr    • 
cacy  of  feeling :   it  is  possible  to  put  t^ 
out;  you  may  get  the  better  of  hun;  ^-^ 
Foote  is  the  most  incompressible  frUow  t^ 
I  ever  knew :  when  you  nnve  driven  hias  sw 
a  comer,  and  think  you  ar«  aim  of  kisw  ^ 
runs  through  between  your  legs,  or  jurp 
over  your  head,  and  makes  his  escape.* 

Dr.  Brskine  and  Mr.  Robert  Walker,  tv< 
very  respectable   ministers    of  EdinhArt^ 


Aa  to  Dr.  W^nmr  irv 


la 
p.  S79.  R.  &.<-> 
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iop|wd  witli  vfi  Si  did  the  Ber.  Dr.  Webster. 

Tlie  ooDTemdon  turned  on  the  Moraviao  mis- 
aooii  tnd  on  the  methodists.  Dr.  Johnaon 
ohierTed  in  general,  that  missionaries  were  too 

,  Mflguioe  in  their  accounts  of  their  success 
aoMng  iSTsgei,  and  that  much  of  what  they 
teU  i«  not  to  be  believed,    lie  owned  that  the 

'  mUiodists  had  done  good;  had  spread  reli- 
gwv  imprenions  among  the  vulgur  part  of 
mankiDd;  but,  he  said,  the^  had  sreat  bit- 
toQMs  against  other  Christians,  and  that  he 
Mrer  comd  get  a  methodist  to  explain  in  what 
lie  excelled  others ;  that  it  always  ended  in  the 
indispensable  necessity  of  hearing  one  of  their 
pretchers. 

T^hfmiay,  Nov,  11.  —  Principal  Robertson 
etme  to  us  as  we  sat  at  breakfast ;  he  advanced 

,  to  Dr.  Johnson,  repeating  a  line  of  Virgil, 
wUcb  I  foiget.    I  suppose,  either 

*  Poit  Tmriot  casus,  per  tot  discrimina  rerum,  *'^ 


**  —  multom  ille  ct  terrii  jactatoi,  et  alto.** ' 

Knrr  body  had  accosted  us  with  some  studied 
oaipunient  oo  oar  return.  Dr.  Johnson  said, 
j  **raai  really  ashamed  of  the  congratulations 
vUdi  we  reoetTe.  We  are  addressed  as  if  we 
U  made  a  voyage  to  Nova  Zembla,  and  suf- 
•  &red  fire  persecutions  in  Japan.**  And  he 
i  iAenrards  remarked,  that  ^  to  see  a  man  come 
I  ip  vich  a  ibroial  air,  and  a  Latin  line,  when 
.  n  had  no  fatigue  and  no  danger,  was  pro* 
!  Miag.**  I  told  him,  he  was  not  sensible  of 
i  ths  dsoMr,  baring  lain  under  cover  in  the 
I  boat  dnnng  the  atorm :  he  was  like  the  chicken, 
'  te  hkks  its  head  under  its  wing,  and  then 
'  lUi  itself  safe. 

'     Lord  £libank  came  to  us,  as  did  Sir  William 

'  fwbca.     The  raaii  attempt  in  1745    being 

'  ■catioaed,  I  observed,  that  it  would  make  a 

^  fieee  of  history.'    Dr.  Johnson  said  it 

I  *««2a.    Lord  Elibank  doubted  whether  any 

:  *M  of  this  age  oould  give  it  impartially. 

^^■■■osr.    **  A  man,  by  talking  with  those  of 

'  ^  Altai  sides,  who  were  actors  in  it,  and  put- 

{  ^dovn  dl  that  be  hears,  nsay  in  time  collect 

I  ^  ttalcriab  of  a  good  narrative.    Tou  are 

to  eoQAder,  all  hiatorv  was  at  first  oral.    I 

^^Qse  Voltaire  vraa  nfty  years  ^  in  collecting 

^  *  Loob  XIY.*  which  he  did  in  the  way  that 


haards  and  events  ve  raor*.** 


•  • 


both  br  MSI 


ikndhebora.'* 
Drwdun,  —  Bonrsti. 
t0  W  v1flh«d  Ibal  tb«  uiMtar  hand  of  Sir  Waller 

Baropean  Interetc  Inthedalalts 

^j^Vana  rbanrter  and  manom,  should  five  lu  a  hto- 
T^*'  ia«  T««Bc  Frptonder't  procc^ingi.  Mr.  Botwrlf*s 
J^  tu  ••««  eaOad  **  Awanlu."  the  journals  in  the  Loek- 
I**  ^mttt,  mad  the  periodical  publications  of  the  dajr, 
«  »«sa  deal  af  the  priore's  personal  history ;  and  the 
IS  and  the  Stuart  papers  would  pn». 
*»  «^^  lie  bia  taattiries.  ThereUprriu^ts  liule  new  to 
N*  a  ■nin  ba  eollaetad  Into  one  view,  and  tl>e  Interest 
'  bf  hta  adadraMe  power*  of  narration.  —  Caoaaa, 
T>i«  was  wrlttasft  In  lae  hope  of  directlne  mjr  Ulus- 
i  fr><»4*s  ailod  to  a  lighter,  as  I  tboufnt.and  less 
•H  (asa  thaa  eefftaul  invention ;  but,  alas,  tlie  over- 


I  am^  proposing.**    Robbbtsok.    **  He  did  so. 

He  lived  much  with  all  the  great  people  who 
were  concerned  in  that  reign,  and  heard  them 
talk  of  every  thing ;  and  then  either  took  Mr. 
Bo6well*s  way  of  writing  down  what  he  heard, 
or,  which  is  as  good,  preserved  it  in  his  me- 
morv ;  for  he  has  a  wonderful  memory.**  With 
the  leave,  however,  of  this  el^p;ant  historian, 
no  man's  memory  can  preserve  facts  or  sayings 
with  such  fidelity  as  may  be  done  by  writing 
them  down  when  they  are  recent.  Dr.  Ro- 
bertson said,  ^*  It  was  now  full  time  to  make 
such  a  collection  as  Dr.  Johnson  suggested ; 
for  many  of  the  people  who  were  then  m  arms 
were  dropping  off;  and  both  Whigs  and  Jaco- 
bites were  now  come  to  talk  with  moderation.** 
Lord  Elibank  sud  to  him,  "  Mr.  Robertson, 
the  first  thing  that  gave  me  a  high  opinion  of 
you  was  your  saying  in  the  Select  Society  ^ 
while  parties  ran  high,  soon  after  the  year 
1745,  tnat  you  did  not  think  worse  of  a  man*s 
moral  character  for  his  having  been  in  rebel- 
lion. This  was  venturing  to  utter  a  liberal 
sentiment,  while  both  sides  had  a  detestation 
of  each  other.** 

^  Dr.  Johnson  observed,  that  being  in  rebel- 
lion from  a  notion  of  another's  right  was  not 
connected  with  depravity ;  and  Uiat  we  had 
this  proof  of  it,  that  all  nuuikind  applauded 
the  pardoning  of  rebels;  which  they  would 
not  do  in  the  case  of  robbers  and  miuderers. 
He  said,  with  a  smile,  that  ^  he  wondered  that 
the  phrase  of  uimatiaral  rebellion  should  be  so 
much  used,  for  that  all  rebellion  was  natural 

toInan.** 


As  I  kept  no  Journal  of  any  thing  that 
passed  after  this  morning,  I  shall,  from  memorpr, 

Soup  together  this  and  the  other  days,  till 
at  on  which  Dr.  Johnaon  departed  for  London. 
They  were  in  all  nine  days ;  on  which  he  dined 
at  Lady  Colvill*8, 1.<ord  fiailes*s,  Sir  Adolphus 
Oughton's,  Sir  Alexander  Dick's,  Principal 
Robertson*s,  Mr.  M*Laurin*s,  and  thrice  at 
Lord  £libank*s  seat  in  the  country,  where  we 
also  passed  two  nights.  He  supped  at  the 
Hon.  Alexander  €rordon*s,  now  one  of  our 
judges,  by  the  title  of  Lord  Rockville;  at 


worked  intellect  had  already  begun  to  fsil,  and  I  think  I  may 
saj  that  the  notes  which  Ms  friendship  had  Ibmlsbcd  to  this 
worli,  were  nearlj  the  last  eflbrts  of  his  perfKt  mind.  He 
died  within  little  more  than  a  Tear  after  their  publication, 
on  a  calm  and  beautiful  noon  or  the  autumnal  equinox,  91st 
Sept.  1II3S,  **ln  presence  of  ail  his  children.'*  The  last  scene 
was  one  that  he  himself  would  hare  loved  to  anticipate  1  "  It 
was,"  says  Mr.  Lockbait,  **  a  beautiful  day  i  so  warm  that 
every  wimiow  was  open :  and  so  perfectly  still,  that  the 
sound  of  all  others  most  delicious  to  his  ear.  the  xentle 
ripple  of  the  Tweed  over  its  pebbles,  was  distinctly  auUllilA 
as  we  knelt  around  the  hed«  and  bis  eldest  son  kissed  and 
closed  hit  eyes.**    Lockkarf*  Lift.  —  Caoftia,  IS46. 

4  Hardly  -.  he  was  only  67  when  it  was  published 

CnoKsa. 

*  A  society  for  d;bate  In  Edlnburgli,  conaiaCinff  of  the 
most  eminent  men.  —  Boswu.u 
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Mr.  Kairne*a,  now  tbo  one  of  o«r  jw^ges,  hj 
liie  title  of  Lord  Dunnnan ;  at  Dr.  Blur's  and 
Bfr.  TyCler*8 ;  and  at  my  ^oose  thrice,  one 
efreaing  wiA  a  nuaaeroiia  oompanTv  ehtefljr 
fientknieii  of  the  law ;  another  with  Mr.  Mea- 
aies  of  Culdaret,  and  Lord  Monboddo,  who 
(tiBengaged  himielf  on  purpose  to  me^t  him; 
and  3ie  evening  on  which  we  Tetumed  from 
Lord  £libank*8,  he  sopped  with  my  wife  and 
BM  by  ourselves. 

He  breakihsted  at  Dr.  Webrt«r*6,  at  old  Mr. 
Drammond*s,  and  at  Dr.  Blackloek*s;  and 
spent  one  forenoon  at  ny  nnele  Dr.  BoswelTs, 
who  showed  him  his  cunons  nrasenm^  and,  as 
he  was  an  cdegant  scholar,  and  a  physidan 
bred  in  the  school  of  BoeriiaaTe,  Dr.  Johnson 
was  pleMRd  with  his  companr. 

On  the  moniingB  when  he  oreakfasted  at  my 
hooae,  he  had,  from  ten  o'clock  till  one  or  two, 
a  constant  levee  of  various  persons,  of  very 
different  characters  and  descnptions.  I  conki 
not  attend  him,  being  oUiged  to  be  in  the 
court  of  sessbn ;  but  my  wf  e  was  so  good  as 
to  devote  the  greater  part  of  the  morning  to 
the  endless  task  of  pouring  out  tea  for  my 
friend  and  his  visiters. 

Snch  was  the  disposition  of  his  time  at  Edin- 
burgh. Ho  said  one  evening  to  me,  in  a  fit  of 
langnor,  *^  Sir,  we  have  been  harassed  by  in- 
viutions."  I  acquiesced.  « A^,  Sir,"  he  replied ; 
**  but  how  mnch  worse  would  it  have  been  if  we 
had  been  neglecAed?** 

From  what  has  been  recorded  in  this  Jonmai, 
it  may  well  be  supposed  that  a  variety  of  admir- 
able conversation  nas  been  lost,  by  my  neglect 
to  preserve  it.  I  shall  endeavour  to  recollect 
some  of  it  as  well  as  I  can. 

At  Lady  Colviirs,  to  whom  I  am  proud  to 
introduoe  any  stranger  of  eminence,  that  he 
may  see  what  dignity  and  grace  is  to  be  found 
in  ii^tland,  an  officer  oboerved  that  he  had 
heard  LonI  Mansfield  was  not  a  great  Eoffliah 
lawyer.  Jonrsoic.  **  Why,  Sir,  supposing  Lord 
Mansfield  not  to  have  the  splendid  talents 
which  he  possesses,  he  must  be  a  great  English 
iMryer,  from  faftving  been  so  long  at  the  bar, 
and  having  passed  through  ao  many  of  die 
great  offices  of  the  law.  Sir,  you  may  as  wdl 
mMntain  that  a  carrier,  who  has  driven  a  pat^- 
horse  between  Edinbui^  and  Berwick  for 
thirtv  vears,  does  not  know  the  road,  as  that 
Lord  Mansfield  does  not  know  the  law  of 
England." 

At  Mr.  Nainie*8  he  drew  the  diaracter  of 
Richardson,  the  author  of  dirusa,  with  a 
strong  yet  delicate  pencil.  I  lament  much  that 
I  honre  not  preserveKi  it :  I  onlv  remember  that 
he  expressed  a  high  opinion  of  his  talents  and 

1  SMON^.p.  Gi.ii.a.~c. 

■  Ani  y«t  Me,  cntt,  p.  99..  Wi  anarnn  of  Lord  Mflii- 
boddo  for  «f«artiif  a  round  hat  tn  th«  eountir.  —  CsoKBrn. 

<  At  I  luive  taan  gcrapoloiMlf  cmcft  In  rMJiHna  Mucdotaa 
ftme^rnlnf  other  perMms,  I  tholl  not  withhold  ntf  mrt  of 
llilt  •UHT.  kowovor  IvileroiM.  I  wm  to  racccMfbi  m  this 
tM>f Ith  frolic,  that  tho  univoraal  cry  of  the  itallcrtea  wat, 
**  Mite^re  tha  cow  I    Eneore  th«  cow  I "    lo  the  pride  of  mj 


Virtues';  but  observed,  thaA  **ln8  perpetosi 
study  was  to  ward  off  petty  inoonvenience&, 
and  procure  petty  pleasures ;  that  his  love  of 
continual  superiority  was  sndi  that  he  took 
care  to  be  always  surrounded  by  women,  who 
fistened  to  him  implicitly,  and  did  not  teutiut 
to  controvert  his  opinions' ;  and  that  his  desire 
of  distinction  waa  so  great,  that  he  used  to 
give  hu^  vails  to  the  Speidrer  Ondow*s  ser- 
vants, that  they  might  treat  him  with  respect.* 

On  the  same  evenim^,  he  would  not  alhiw 
t3iat  the  private  lifo  of  a  judge,  in  England, 
was  required  to  be  lio  stnctiy  decorous  as  I 
supposed.  •*  Why,  then.  Sir,**  and  I,  •^  no- 
coraing  to  your  account,  an  En^ish  jnAgt 
naay  just  live  like  a  gentleman.**  JoenBoa. 
«Yes,8ir,  — if  he  «■!?•* 

At  Mr.  Teller's  I  happened  to  tdi  that  one 
evening,  a  great  many  J^xn  ago,  when  Dr. 
Hugh  Blair  and  I  were  sitting  togethv  in  the 
pit  of  Drury-Lane  playhouse,  in  a  wild  freak 
of  youthful  extravagance,  I  entertained  the 
auddence  prodi^oudy^  by  imitating  the  Iowik 
of  a  cow.  A  little  while  afler  I  had  told  this 
story,  I  differed  from  Dr.  Johnson,  I  snppoae 
too  confidently,  upon  some  point,  which  1  now 
fimeL  He  did  not  spare  me.  ''Kay,  Sir," 
said  he,  ^  if  you  cannot  talk  better  as  a  man, 
rd  Imve  you  bellow  like  a  cow.**  ^ 

At  Dr.  Webaliar*a,  he  said,  that  he  be&efcd 
hardly  any  man  died  without  afibotatnsk.  Thii 
renmric  sppeani  to  me  to  be  well  fiNinded«  and 
wili  account  for  many  of  the  oelebrnted  <feaih- 
bed  sayings  which  n^  recorded. 

On  one  of  the  evenings  at  my  hewse,  when 
he  told  that  Lord  Lovat  boasted  to  an  En^sKsh 
nobleman  that,  though  he  had  not  his  wealth* 
he  had  two  thousand  men  whom  he  coold  tx 
any  time  call  into  the  field,  tim  Hon.  Alexander 
Gordon  observed,  that  those  two  thousand  aMD 
brondit  hns  to  the  block.  ^  Trae,  Sir,**  mal 
Dr.  Johnson :  **  hat  yon  may  just  as  weO 
argue  concerning  a  man  who  has  foDen  over  a 
precipice  to  which  he  has  walked  too  near,  — 
'  Hia  two  legs  brought  him  to  that :'  is  he  not 
the  better  for  having  two  legs  ?  ** 

At  Dr.  Biair*s  I  kft  him,  in  order  to  atkcad 
a  consultation,  during  which  he  and  hia  amiahir 
host  were  by  themselves.  I  returned  to  sapper, 
at  which  were  Prindbal  Robertson,  Mr.  Kairna. 
and  some  other  gentlemen.  Dr.  Bobertsen  Mid 
Dr.  Blair,  I  remember,  talked  well  upon  sub- 
ordination and  government;  and,  as  my  friend 
and  I  were  walking  home,  he  said  to  me,  **  Sir, 
these  twodoctors  are  good  men,  endwise  men** 
I  begged  of  Dr.  lilair  to  recollect  what  he 
could  of  the  long  converaation  that  pea^rd 
between   Dr.  Jolmson   and  him  alone,  this 


■van  I  mSBni^na  nnwax^nn  oi 
vorj  Inferior  dhct.     My  iW' 
/mw,  wHb  m  adr  of  the  utointt 
addfvtMd  no  that :  *'  My  dMir  Sir, 
tiMflovf  "..BMWKU..    Blnlr*! 
•mphatteally,  and  with  a  pvotUar 
■Mml^^w%i.TBB  Scorr. 
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evening,  aad  ke  obligiiiglj  wxote  to  ne  ms 
followi:— 

DR.  BLAIR  TO  BOSWELU 

«■  Manh  3. 17t6. 
«*  Dear  Sik, —  At  to  many  ytan  ham  inter. 
Tencd  since  1  chaneed  to  have  that  oowreiaation 
with  Dr.  Johnson  in  my  house  to  which  you  refer, 
I  hife  for|9otten  moit  of  what  then  paasd ;  but 
remember  that  I  was  both   iostiueted  and  enter- 
ttmed  by  it     Amoo^  other  subjects,  the  discourse 
luppeaiog  to  turn  on  modem   Latin  poets,  the 
doctor  expressed  a    Tery  fiin>urable    o]Mnion^  of 
Buchaaan,  and  tnatantly  repeated,  from  banning 
to  end.  an  ode  oC  his  entitled   Cakndm  Maim  (the 
eleventh  in  his    BiiteaHamforum   Liber)  banning 
vith  these  worda,   *  Sabnia  meria  ddidis  aaent,* 
irith  vhieh  I  bad  fbrmetly  been  unacquainted ;  but 
upon  perusing  it,  the  praise  which  he  bestowed 
opon  it,  as  one  of  the  beppieatof  Buchanan's  poeti- 
cal eampositiona,  appeared  to  ne  very  just     He 
sho  rspsated  to  me  a  Latin  ode  he  haid  composed 
ia  ons  of  the  Western  Islands,  from  which  he  had 
Istclj  rctumsd.     We  had  mneh  discourse  concem- 
iog  Ids  eseussion  to  those  islands,  with  which  he 
expressed  himself  as  having  been  highly  pleased; 
tsUed  in  a  &vourable  manner  of  the  hospitality  of 
(be  iahabitants ;  and  particularly  spoke  much  of 
bis  bsppiocBS  in  having  you  for  his  companion ;  and 
ttid  that  the  longer  he  knew  you,  he  loved  and 
esteemed  you  the  more.     This  conversation  passed 
is  the  interval  between  tea  and  supper,  when  we 
vers  by  ourselves.     Yon,  and  the  rest  of  the  com- 
panv  who  were  with  us  at  supper,  have  often  taken 
notice  that  he  was  uncommonly  bland  and  gay  that 
cvcnii^  snd  gave  much  pleasure  to  dl  who  were 
present    This  is  all  that  I  ean  recollect  distinctly 
of  that  long  conversation.     Yours  sincerely, 

*^  HuoH  BLAxa." 

At  Lord  Hailei*s  we  spent  a  moft  agreeable 
^j ;  bat  agein  I  must  lameDt  tbat  I  was  so 
indolent  as  to  let  aiinoBt  all  that  passed  evapo- 
nte  into  obtirioii.  Dr.  Johnson  obserred  there, 
tb(t  *^it  is  wonderful  how  ignorant  many  officers 
of  the  srmy  are,  considering  bow  much  leisure 
tbe^  have  for  study,  and  tlie  acquisition  of 
bowledge.**  I  hope  he  was  mistaken ;  for  he 
maintttiied  that  manj  of  them  were  ignorant 
^  things  belongitt|^  mnnediately  to  dieir  own 
profeanon;  **for  instance,  many  cannot  tdl 
W  far  a  musket  will  carry  a  bullet ;  "**  in 
proof  of  which,  I  siqmose,  he  mentioned  some 
piitKnlsr  person,  for  Lord  fidles,  from  whom 
i  solidted  what  he  could  recollect  of  that  day, 
^tes  to  me  as  follows :  — 

"  As  to  Dr.  Johnson's  observation  about  the  igno- 
i*»aeefoffiecK,  in  the  length  that  a  musket  will 
^V7t  ny  brother.  Colonel  Dalrya:iple,  was  pre- 
tnt,  and  be  thought  that  the  doctor  was  either 


t 


'  Xf  TlMmai  BrsUvood  was  bom  in  Scotland,  In  1715, 
«^  dW  at  Uadmqr.    Middieaex,    la  Oot6her,    1806._ 


*^  of  the  best  cridcs  of  ear  ags  "does  not  wfih  to  prr. 
*^t  «•  adariiws  of  the  tacerreet  and  oerveletR  ityle.  which 
>***^TDrcvallad fera eentary  brfore  Dr.  Johnaon^t  eaer- 
^«  wrlttafi  were  known,  fh»  enjoving  the  lauch  that  this 
*^  BAj  pindace.  bi  which  he  to  te'rj  ready  to  ^lin  them.** 


mistaken,  by  petting  the  <)uestton  wrong,  or  that 
he  had  conversed  on  the  subject  with  some  person 
out  of  service.  Wax  it  upon  that  occasion  that  he 
ezpre5ised  no  curiosity  to  see  the  roum  at  Dum- 
fermline  where  Charles  I.  was  bom  ?  *  I  know  that 
he  was  bom*  (said  he) ;  <  no  tnatter  where.*  Did  he 
envy  us  the  birthplace  of  the  king?** 

Near  the  end  of  his  **  Journey,"  Dr.  John- 
son has  ^ven  liberal  praufse  to  Mr.  Braidwood's 
academy  for  the  deid*  and  dumb.  When  he 
visited  it,  a  circumstance  occurred  which  was 
truly  cfaaracteristioal  of  our  great  lexicographer. 
**  Pray,"  said  he,  *•  can  they  pronounce  any 
long  words  ?  "  Mr.  Braidwooa  informed  him 
they  could.  Upon  which  Dr.  Johnson  wrote 
one  of  his  aesquipedalia  verha^  which  was  pro- 
nounced by  the  scholars,  and  he  was  satisfied. 
My  readers  may  perhaps  wish  to  know  what 
the  word  was^  but  1  cannot  gratify  their 
curiosity.  Mr.  Braidwood'  told  me  it  re- 
mained long  in  his  school,  but  had  been  lost 
before  I  made  my  inquiry.* 

Dr.  Johnson  one  day  visited  the  court  of 
session.  He  thought  the  mode  of  pleading 
there  too  vehement,  and  too  much  addreBsed 
to  the  passions  of  the  judges.  ^  This,**  said  he, 
^  is  not  the  Areopagus." 

At  old  Mr.  Drummond*8,  Sir  John  Dalrymple 
quaintly  said,  the  two  noblest  animals  in  the 
world  were  a  Scotch  Highlander  and  an  En- 
glish sailor.  "Why,  Sir,**  said  Dr.  Johnson,  *•  I 
Ehall  say  nothing  as  to  the  Scotch  Highlander; 
but  as  to  the  English  sailar,  I  cannol  agree 
with  you."  Sir  John  said  he  wus  generous  in 
giving  away  his  money.  Johr soh.  **  Sir,  he 
throws  away  his  money,  without  thought  and 
without  merit.  I  do  not  call  a  tree  generous, 
tluit  sheds  its  fruit  at  every  breeze."  Sir 
John  having  affected  to  complain  of  the  , 
Attacks  made  upon  his  **  Memoirs,"  Dr.  John- 
son said,  **  Kay,  Sir,  do  not  complain.  It  is  ] 
advantageous  to  an  author,  that  his  bock  ■ 
should  be  attacked  as  well  as  praised.  Fame 
is  a  shuttlecock.  If  it  be  struck  only  at  one 
end  of  the  room,  it  will  soon  fall  to  the  ground.  . 
To  keep  it  up,  it  must  be  struck  at  both  ends.** 
Often  nave  I  reflected  on  this  since ;  and, 
instead  of  being  angry  at  many  of  those  who 
have  written  against  me,  have  smiled  to  think 
that  they  were  umntcntionally  subservient  to 
my  fame,  by  using  a  battledore  to  make  me 
"  viman  vaUtareper  ora.^ 

At  Sir  Alexander  Dick^s,  from  that  absence 
of  mind  to  which  every  man  is  at  times  subject,  ; 
I  told,  in  a  blundering  manner,  Lady  Egliu- 
toune*8  complimentary  adoption  of  Dr.  John- 
son as  her  son ;  for  I  unfortunately  stated  that 


Hp.  however,  Mqnesti  ne  te  ohaervr,  that  **  ny  fricn4  Tery 
pro^rly  ehoM  a  lat^  word  on  this  oecasimi,  not.  It  U  be- 
Hr««d,  froiD  aay  prcdflaction  for  polyiyllables  (thoiif h  he 
certainly  had  a  due  retpeet  fbr  them),  but  in  order  to  put 
Mr.  Braid  wood'*  ikill  to  the  strictatt  test,  and  to  try  the 
eflleacy  of  hit  liiftructtcm  by  the  meet  dlfllcult  eserttoa  of 
thf  ormtu  of  hia  pannt.**^  BoawBLL  The  er^e  wai 
bably  Or.  Bhdr  .-  WM.nta  Scorr. 
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her  ladyship  idopted  hun  as  her  son,  in  con- 
sequence  of  her  having  been  married  the  jear 
qfitr  he  was  bom.  Dr.  Johnson  instantly 
corrected  me.  ^  Sir,  don*t  you  perceive  that 
jrou  are  defaming  the  countess  P  For,  suppos- 
mg  me  to  be  her  son,  and  that  she  was  not 
nuuiied  till  the  year  after  my  birth,  I  must 
hare  been  her  noteraZ  son.**  A  youn^  lady  > 
of  quality,  who  was  present,  rery  handsomely 
said,  **Miffht  not  the  son  have  justified  the 
fault?**  My  friend  was  much  flattered  by 
this  compliment,  which  he  never  forgot. 
When  in  more  than  ordinary  spirits,  and 
talking  of  his  joumev  in  Scotland,  he  has 
called  to  me,  ^  Aoswell,  what  was  it  that  the 
young  lady  of  quality  said  of  me  at  Sir  Alex- 
ander Dick*8?**  Nobody  will  doubt  that  I 
was  happy  in  repeating  it. 

My  uiustrious  friend,  being  now  desirous  to 
be  again  in  the  great  theatre  of  life  and 
animated  exertion,  took  a  place  in  the  coach, 
which  wss  to  set  out  for  London  on  Monday 
the  22d  of  November.  Sir  John  Dalrymple 
pressed  him  to  come  on  the  Saturday  before, 
to  his  house  at  Cranston,  which  being  twelve 
miles  from  Edinburgh,  upon  the  middle  road 
to  Newcastle  (Dr.  Johnson  had  come  to  Edin- 
burgh by  Berwick,  and  along  the  naked  coast), 
it  would  make  his  journey  easier,  as  the  coach 
would  take  him  up  at  a  more  seasonable  hour 
than  that  at  which  it  sets  out.  Sir  John,  I 
perceive,  was  ambitious  of  having  such  a 
guest ;  but  as  I  was  well  assured,  that  at  this 
verr  time  he  had  joined  with  some  of  his  pre- 
judiced countrymen  in  railing  at  Dr.  Johnson, 
and  had  said,  he  wondered  how  any  gentleman 
of  Scotland  could  keep  oomnanv  with  him, 
I  thought  he  did  not  deserve  toe  honour ;  yet, 
as  it  might  be  a  convenience  to  Dr.  Johnson,  I 
oontrivM  that  he  should  accept  the  invitation, 
and  engaged  to  conduct  him.  I  resolved  that, 
on  our  wa^  to  Sir  John's,  we  should  make  a 
little  circuit  by  Roslin  Castle  and  Hawthomden, 
and  wished  to  set  out  soon  after  breakfast ;  but 
young  Mr.  Tjrtler  came  to  show  Dr.  Johnson 
some  essays  which  he  had  written;  and  my 
great  friend,  who  was  exceedinglv  obliging 
when  thus  consulted,  was  detained  so  long, 
that  it  was,  I  believe,  one  o'clock  before  we 
got  into  our  post-chaise.  ^  I  found  that  we 
should  be  too  late  for  dinner  at  Sir  John 
Dalrymple's,  to  which  we  were  engaged ;  but 
I  woula  by  no  means  lose  the  pleasure  of 
seetng  my  friend  at  Hawthomden,  of  seeing 
SamJohuon  at  the  verv  spot  where  Ben  J<nuom 
visited  the  learned  and  poetical  Drummond. 

We  surveyed  Roslin  Castle,  the  romantic 
tc«ne  around  it,  and   the   beautiful  Gothic 


on*  of  the  LadiM  Llnd 
Scott. 
Ib«  beautiful 


dAucMfft  of  tiM 

the«#,    Ijuir 

of  AtOd  Xobiu 


I  ProlMhIv 
Kart  ttt  ItAlRArrvt Waltsk 

*  '  I'a*'  I  »«•  ftt  (hat  time  conflnrd  to  'h4>  •am«i  chamhtr 
mt  ii.«  l.,m^t  r^'Mo  »hi<h  ht<  r«thfr  l^rd  Capel  hud  b*-*!! 
U4  o>  <i  •»!.  •i.'i  lit  whU  h  hli  wlfe'i  t^randrathrr  had  tnflictfd 
a  »g&ubui|  ^uh  u|<sM  liiMivtr.    Wbeu  b«  saw  hU  fricoil 


chapel,  and  dined  and  drsnk  (east the  inn; 
afker  which  we  proceeded  to  Hswtbomden 
and  viewed  the  caves ;  and  I  sll  the  while  hid 
Rare  Bern  in  my  mind,  and  wu  pleased  to 
think  that  this  place  was  now  visited  bj  idoUmt 
celebrated  wit  of  England. 

Bv  this  time  *^the  waning  n^htwtt  ntmin^ 
old,    and  we  were  yet  seversl  milei  from  Sir 
John  Dalrymple*s.    Dr.  Johnson  did  not  tecoi 
much  troubled  at    our   having  treated  the 
baronet  with  so  little  attention  to  politenfts; 
but  when  I  talked  of  the  grievous  disapp^nt- 
ment  it  must  have  been  to  him  that  we  <lKi  dci 
come  to  the  feast  that  he  bad  prepared  for  oi 
(for  he  told  us  he  had  killed  a  seven-yetr^ 
sheep  on  purpose),  my  friend  cot  into  t  merr; 
mood,  ana  jocularly  said,  **I  oare  say,  Sir,  U 
has  been  very  sadly  distressed ;  naj,  we  do  ni/. 
know   but  the  consequence  may  hire  Uys 
fatal.    Let  me  try  to  describe  his  sititsiion  is 
his  own  historical  style.     I  have  u  f^^  & 
right  to  make  him  jnlnk  and  talk,  as  be  tuf 
to  tell  us  how  people  thought  and  uik'-d  a 
hundred  years  ago,  of  which  he  has  no  evid-  ri*t. 
All  history,  so  far  as  it  is  not  supported  (7 
contemporary  evidence,    is    romance. -S^n 
now  — let  us  consider!"    He  then  (bt^ri't 
laughing  all  the  while)  proceeded  in  his  in^u- 
tion,  I  am  sure  to  the  following  effect,  th^n^ 
now,  at  the  distance  of  aJmost  twelve  Tears  I 
cannot  pretend  to  recollect  all  the  pn^^ 
words. 


«*  Dinner  being  reedj,  hmwaederedliba^^P^ 
were  not  yet  come  Hit  wonder  was  ■ocanccvtdcA 

by  impatienee  He  walked  about  the  no*  ^ 
anxious  agiutieo;  somctimct  be  loolad  tf  ^ 
watch,  ■omctimcs  be  looked  out  at  the  wisdav  v« 
an  eager  gaae  of  czpeetation»  and  lewwHtd  i*  ^^ 
mind  the  various  aeeideots  of  Iuibmi  hb.  U4 
fiimily  beheld  him  with  mute  eooem.  *  Stf«i< 
Midhc»wtthaiigh,  «thejwiU  Bocfravt.'  Hi 
mind  of  man  cen  bear  a  certain  pfCHun;  battkrt 
is  a  point  when  it  can  bear  no  more.  A.  rof*  *^ 
in  hts  view,  and  he  died  a  Ronaa  death."' 

It  was  very  late  before  we  readied  tbe  fii 
of  Sir  John  Daliymple',  who,  certaii^'*  «•« 
some  reason,  was  not  in  verr  good  V.',;s>^} 
Our  conversation  was  not  brilliant.  I^V  •  1 
ped,  and  went  to  bed  in  nnctent  room\  «•• 
would  have  better  suited  the  dimaSc  o*  tU 
in  summer,  than  that  of  Sootlaod  in  thi;  a-  '' 
of  November. 

I  recollect  no  conversntMii  d  the  net^  *^ 
worth  preserving,  except  one  aayin^t  *'(  ^ 
Johnson,  which  will  be  a  TslnaUe  triv  1 
many  decent  old  dowagers^  and  ochrr  r^ 
company,  in  various  drdea,  to  deacanf  tii^ 


earHed  to  what  ha 
en«ni«i  ciOoylnc  iha  ■pcrtarie.  wme 
•  ho had  forced  l/wd  Howard  npOQ  th* 
he  retlrfd,  and  br  a  ffanvan  tfaa^,  Mt  ai 
—  DatrptrnpL  *«  Mtmmin,  vol.  I.  ^  hs.  _ 
*  ThfT  trm  to  bav»  brhavf4  to  Sat  J 
vantoa  udvillt/.  —  Ceoaaa. 


iMi  »  • 
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He  said,  **  I  am  sorry  I  have  not  learnt  to  play 
tt  card«.   It  is  very  ueefiil  in  life :  it  generates 
kindnesi,  and  consolidates  society.** '    He  cer- 
tamW  coald  not  mean  deep  play. 
/     My  friend  and  I  thought  we  should  be  more 
oomfortable  at  the  inn  at  Blackshields,  two 
miles  farther  on.    We  therefore  went  thither 
k  the  evening,  and  he  was  very  entertaining ; 
but  I  haTe  preserved  nothing  but  the  pleasing 
remembrance,  and  his  verses  on  George  the 
Second  and  Gibber,  and  his  epitaph  on  Famell, 
vhich  lie  was  then  so  good  as  to  dictate  to  me. 
We  breakfasted  togeuier  next  morning,  and 
then  the  coach  came,  and  took  him  up.    He 
hsd,  as  one  of  his  companions  in  it,  as  far  as 
Xercastle,  the  worthy  and  ingenious  Dr.  Hope, 
botanical  professor  at  Edinburgh.    Both  Dr. 
J(^m90D  and  he  used  to  speak  of  their  good  for- 
tune hi  thus  accidentally  meeting ;  for  they  had 
ttocb  mstmctiTe  conversation,  which  is  always 
s  mo>t  valuable  enjoyment,  and,  when  found 
!  vhere  it  is  not  expected,  is  peculiarly  relished. 
I     I  have  now  completed  my  account  of  our 
,  Tvor  to  the  Hebrides.    I  mive  brought  Dr. 
I  itihnsoQ  down  to  Scotland,  and  seen  hmi  into 
1  the  coach  which  in  a  few  hours  carried  him 
I  bck  ioto  EnglaoiL    He  said  to  me  often,  that 
.  the  time  he  spent  in  this  Tour  was  the  plea- 
•  anteft  part  of  his  life,  and  asked  me  if  I 
vmdd  lose  the  recollection  of  it   for  five 
huxbed  pounds.     I  answered  I  would  not; 
1^  he  applauded  my  setting  such  a  value  on 
'  sa  accession  of  new  images  in  my  mind. 
Had  it  not  been  for  me,  I  am  persuaded  Dr. 
Johnson  never  would  have  undertaken  such  a 
!  y^sntj;  and  I  must  be  allowed  to  assume 
I  Oi&e  merit  from  having  been  the  cause  that 
I  "V  lufQtige  hMM  been  enriched  with  such  a 
hrxjk  as  that  which  be  published  on  his  return ; 
s  Inik  whidi  I  never  read  but  with  the  utmost 
o^Buntioii,  tm  I  had  such   opportunities  of 
^^oviag  from  what  very  meagre  materials  it 
^•oompoied. 

Bot  my  nraiae  ma/  be  supposed  partial ;  and 
therefore  I  shall  insert  two  testimonies,  not 
^^  to  that  ejection,  both  written  by  gentle- 
^  of  Scotland,  to  whose  opinions  I  am  con- 
Umt  the  hiffliest  respect  wdl  be  paid,  Lord 
oultt  lod  Mr.  Dempster. 

LORD  HAILES  TO  BOSWELL 

*•  NffvlMllM,  Feb.  6.  im. 

'^'— I   have  received  much    pleasure  and 

^*^  iawnwfSee  froen  perusing  the  *  Journey  to 

^Hebrides.*      I  admire  the  dcgance  and  variety 

'^ '  and  the  lively  picture  of  men  and 

I  always  approve  of  the  moral,  often  of 

I  love  the  benevolcnee  of 


'TWitf»i>r 


a  gmUcnun  wboM  oOdal 
•ad  •DfroMlof  natora,  and 
tnm  ottr-work,  to  pwjr  at 
'  hmI.  Im  said,  to  qui«C  tha 
■astetf  enatad  bjr  Iha  baslactt  of  iba 
IfvaitC  wImh  orar-workad  at  Iha 


**  They  who  search  for  fiiults  may  possibly  find 
them  in  this,  as  well  as  in  every  other  work  of  lite* 
rature.  For  example,  the  frienda  of  the  old  family 
say  that  the  era  of  planting  a  placed  too  late,  at  the 
union  of  the  two  kingdoms.  I  am  known  to  be  no 
friend  of  the  old  family ;  yet  1  would  place  the  era 
of  planting  at  the  restoration;  after  the  murder  of 
Charles  I.  had  been  expiated  in  the  anarchy  which 
succeeded  it. 

**  Before  the  restoration,  few  trees  were  planted, 
unless  by  the  monastic  drones:  their  successors 
(and  worthy  patriots  they  were),  the  barons,  first 
cut  down  the  trees,  and  then  sold  the  estates.  The 
gentleman  at  St.  Andrew's,  who  said  that  there 
were  but  two  trees  in  Fife,  ought  to  have  added, 
that  the  elms  of  Balmerino  were  sold  within  these 
twenty  years,  to  make  pumps  for  the  fire-engines, 

•*  In  J.  Mi^or  de  Geatig  Scatorum^  1.  i.  c  2.,  last 
edition,  there  b  a  singular  passage  >— 

'*  *  Davidi  Cranstoneo  conterrancOk  dum  de  prima 
theolc^as  licentia  fbret,  duo  ei  consocii  et  fimiiliares, 
ct  mei  cum  eo  in  arttbus  auditores,  scilicet  Jacobus 
Almain  Scnonensis,  et  Petrus  BruxocUenais,  Pr»- 
dicatoris  ordini%  in  Sorbooc  curia  die  Sorbonico 
coramilitonibus  suis  publice  objecerunt,  qwod  pane 
mtenaeeo  plebeii  Seoiiy  sicut  a  quodam  religioso  in- 
tellexerant,  vcsee&oater,  nt  virmmf  qnem  eholarienm 
noveranif  komulu  MolUmt  ieniartnt,  9111'  koe  infieiari 
tanqnam  paJtrim  dedecuM  nUu§  etL* 

**  Prsy  introduce  our  countryman,  Mr.  Licentiate 
David  Cranston,  to  the  acquaintance  of  Mr.  Johnson, 

'*  The  syllogism  seems  to  have  been  this :  — 

They  who  feed  on  oatmeal  are  barbarians ; 
But  the  Scots  feed  on  oatmeal :  —  Ergo 

The  licentiate  denied  the  flMaor.     I  am.  Sir,  &e. 

^Dav.  DALaTMrLi.** 

DEMPSTER  TO  BOSWELL. 

**  DtinnicheD,  Ftb,  16. 1779. 

*'  Mt  DXAa  BoswsLL,  —  I  cannot  omit  a  moment 
to  return  you  my  best  thanks  for  the  entertain- 
ment you  have  furnished  me,  my  &mily,  and 
guests,  by  the  perusal  of  Dr.  Johnson's  'Journey 
to  the  Western  Islands ;  *  and  now  for  my  senti- 
ments of  it.  1  was  well  entertained.  His  de- 
scriptions are  sccurate  and  vivid.  He  carried  roe 
on  the  tour  along  with  him.  I  am  pleased  with 
the  justice  he  has  done  to  your  humour  and  viva- 
city. '  The  noise  of  the  wmd  being  all  its  own,*  is 
a  ion^mot,  that  it  would  have  been  a  pity  to  liave 
omitted,  and  a  robbery  not  to  have  ascribed  to  its 
author.' 

**  There  is  nothing  in  the  book,  from  beginning 
to  end,  that  a  Scotchman  need  to  Uke  amiss.  What 
he  says  of  the  country  is  true,  and  his  observations 
on  the  people  are  what  must  naturally  occur  to  a 
sensible,  observing,  and  reflecting  inhabitant  of  a 
eonveinciif  metropolis,  where  a  roan  on  thirty  pounds 
a  year  may  be  better  accommodated  with  all  the 
little  wanU  of  life  than  Col  or  Sir  Allen.  He 
leasons  candidly  about  the  second-sight ;  but  X 

klad  phyildsn  and  fricod.  and  after  an  Intcrral  (DeograUM) 
of  six  and  thlr^  years  of  basltb,  need  not  rcgrat  the  (hbIssIoq. 
.  Caoxsa,  IS4(B. 

3  "  I  know  not  that  1  ever  besrd  the  wlod  so  loud  In  any 
oCbar  place  [as  In  Col] ;  and  Mr.  Boswcll  obscrvrd,  Uiat  lu 
noise  vas  ««  iit  aa*N,  mr  there  ware  no  trees  to  lacreasa  U." 
— i/«AMMs'«  Jmmqf,  —  Caoxsa. 
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wish  he  bad  inquired  mer^  before  be  'ventnrtd  to 
»y  be  even  doubted  of  the  pavibiKiy  of  eiicb  an 
umievel  eed  iMeleM  dcTtation  horn  eU  the  kaoim 
lawft  of  neturb  The  eotioa  of  the  ■ereud-eight  I 
oentider  as  a  rcmBaat  of  tttpentttioiu  ignoniiice  and 
credulity*  wbieh  a  plitlosopher  will  let  down  as 
■oeh,  till  the  eoatrary  iaeleariy  proved,  and  then  it 
will  be  claard  janoag  the  other  eartain,  »>"*»»gh  un-> 
aecountable  parts  of  our  nature,  like  dieaan,  and 
-—  I  do  not  know  what. 

**  la  regard  to  the  language^  it  has  the  nMrit  of 
being  all  his  own.  Many  words  of  foreign  eitrao- 
tioo  are  nisd,  wherc^  I  believe,  eomnon  ooco  would 
do  aa  well,  eapeeially  on  IhmDiar  oceasions^  Yet  I 
believe  be  eeutd  not  express  himself  so  foreibly  in 
any  other  style.  I  am  cbaraaed  with  bis  leMarehcs 
ooneeming  the  Erse  language,  and  the  antiquity  of 
their  maanseripla.  I  am  qmte  eonnnead ;  and  I 
shall  rank  Ossian,  and  hie  Fingals  and  Oscars, 
amongst  the  nursery  tales,  not  the  true  history  of 
onr  eovotry,  in  all  time  to  come.- 

•*  Upon  the  whole  the  book  cannot  displease,  for 
it  has  no  pftteaaions.  Hie  author  neither  mya  he 
laageugfaphsi,noranantiqwarisn,  nor  wry  learned 
in  the  history  of  Seotlandt  nor  a  natuiaiist,  nor  a 
foasiUst  The  manners  of  the  people,  and  the  foee 
of  the  country,  are  all  he  attempta  to  deserifae^  or 
seems  to  haw  thought  of.  Much  were  it  to  be 
wished  that  they  who  have  travelled  into  more  re^ 
mote,  and  ot  couiaa  more  curious,  regions,  had  all 
possmaed  hie  good  esBse.  Of  the  stata  of  learning 
his  obsenratkms  on  Glasgow  university  show  he 
has  formed  aTcry  sound  judgment.  He  under- 
stands our  climate  too,  and  he  has  aoeurately  ob- 
senred  the  changes,  boweirer  slow  and  imperceptible 
to  ns^  which  teotlaad  baa  undergone,  in  tonm- 
quenea  of  the  blessbgs  of  liberty  and  intenuil 
peace.  I  could  have  drawn  my  pen  through  the 
Story  of  the  old  woman  at  St.  Andrew's,  being  the 
only  silly  thing  in  the  book.  He  lias  taken  the 
opportunity  of  ingrafting  into  the  work  seyeral 
good  observations,  which  I  dare  my  he  bad  made 
upon  men  and  things  before  he  set  foot  on  Scotch 
ground^  by  which  it  is  considerably  enriched.*  A 
long  Journey,  like  a  tall  may-pole,  though  not  very 
beautifiil  itself,  yet  is  pretty  enou^  when  oriui- 
mented  with  flowers  and  garlands ;  it  furnishes  a 
sort  of  cloak-pins  for  hanging  the  furniture  of  your 
mind  upon ;  and  whoever  sets  out  upon  a  Journey, 
without  fornishing  bis  mind  prcriously  with  mudi 
study  and  useful  knowledge*  erects  a  may-pole  in 
December,  and  puts  up  very  useless  doak-pins. 

*<  I  hope  the  book  will  induce  many  of  his 
countrymen  to  make  the  same  Jaunt,  and  help  to 
intermix  the  mora  liberal  part  of  them  still  mora 
with  us,  and  perhapa  abate  somewhat  of  that  vtru- 
lent  antipathy  which  many  of  them  entertain  against 
the  Scotch;  who  ceruinly  would  never  have 
formed  those  eoiiMmaHomi  which  he  tokes  notice  of, 
more  than  their  ancestors,  had  they  not  been  neceft- 
mry  for  their  mutual  safoty,at  least  for  their  succeits, 
in  a  country  when  they  ara  treated  as  foreigners. 
They  would  find  us  not  defleient,  at  least  in  point 


>  Mr.  Orme,  oos  of  Um  sMMt  bhtorlvos  of  this  ags,  b  of 
ih«  MUM  O|»inloo.  H«  ukl  to  ni«.  **  There  are  In  that  book 
IhougtiCi  whicb,  bjr  long  ravnlutioii  in  the  graal  tnind  of 
JohnMQ,  havs  been  formed  aitd  pollahed^  Ilka  petiblcs 
roUvd  fa  the  oceao.**—  BoewBU. 

*  Bvevy  raodor  wUl,  1  aa  tare,  jote  vMi  ma  te  wsfss 


ai  hospitality,  and  they  would  be  sdumsd  ns 
after  to  abuse  ua  im  the  maas. 

'*  So  much  for  the  Tour.     I  have  nov,  &r  tfe 
first  time  in  my  lifc^  passed  a  wiatcr  iathsesmitrT; 
and  never  did  three  months  mil  on  vitk  men 
swiftness  and  mtisfocUon.      I  nssd  net  snljr  to 
wonder  at,  but  pity,  those  whose  lot  eooifeDncd  : 
them  to  winter  any  whvra  but  in  tttbcr  ofUe  1 
capitals.     But  every  place  has  iti  ehsnm  is  a  ■ 
cheerful  mind.     I  am  busy  plsnliag  sod  iskinf 
measures  for  opening   the  summer  cnspsip  is 
forming ;  and   I  find  I  have  an  eaccllcnt  itneRa  . 
when  revohitione  in  politim  perhapi^  swi  iw«Js« 
tions  of  the  ssm  for  certein,  will  mdrn  it  ~ 
for  roe  to  retreat  behind  the  naks  ef  the 
ward  in 


m 


^  I  am  glad  to  hear  the 

(k  with  you.     I  aca  you 

ebich  must  hava  opened  a 
for  your  humoroua  vein.  Aa  it  ia 
so  I  verily  believe  it  is  more  uaefol  thaa  the  aon 
serious  exercise  of  reason ;  and,  to  a  ssaa  vko  i*  ti 
appear  in  public,  mora  eclat  ia  to  be  gsuied,  mm> 
times  mora  money  Uxs  by  a  horn  wmi,  than  s  kwRsi 
speech.  It  is  the  fund  of  natural  hmnoor  vhv^ 
Lord  North  possesses,  that  makes  hisn  so  maeb  tbc 
favourite  of  the  house,  and  so  able 
amiable,  a  leader  of  a  party. 

**  I  have  now  finished  s^  Tomr  of 
In  what  remains,  I  beg  leswa  to  oAr  my 
mcnts,  and  those  of  am  tria  ekinfmmm,  Id  yea 
Mrs.  BoewelL     Pray  uahsad  the  busy  bsow. 
ftoKe  a  little  in  a  lettar  to^  aiy 
afiBKtiooate  friand,  G 


V  1 


I  shall  alio  present  the  public  with  s  oar- 
rsspondenoe  with  the  Uird  of  Ssmlt,  ccDo:n> 
ing  a  pnsaage  in  the  "  Joomey  to  tne  AVeu-:* 
IsuiKU,*'  which  shows  Dr.  Johnaoii  in  *  v^^ 
^fnff^l^  light. 

RASAY  TO  BOSWEIX. 

<•  Dbau  8n,^  I  take  thk 
you  my  most  hearty  thanks  for  the  ei 
to  my  daughter  by  you  aad  Mru>  B 
though  she  has  informed  ma  that  I  am 
obUgatioo,  I  should  verj  probably  have  dcitrrrf 
troubling  you  with  makug  my  ackaowledgint^i 
at  present,  if  I  had  not  seen  Dr.  J«bi»«^j 
*  Journey  to  the  Western  Isles,*  in  which  he  h*! 
been  pleased  to  make  a  very  friendly  mcnticn  ./  "^ 
family,  for  which  I  am  surely  obliged  to  ''-''~«  "^ 
being  more  than  an  equivalent  §at  tbe  rvor  •  'i 
you  and  he  met  with.  Yet  there  ia  one  parv*  ^ 
I  should  have  been  glad  hu  Imd  oeaittsd.  v.i4 

am  sura  was  owing  to  nuasswonsatosai  •  tim  ^ 
that  I  had  acknowled|ad  Mndeod  to  be  ww^tci 
though  my  anutators  dnyutad  tbo  pra-^aiaaBai  l« 
a  long  tract  of  time. 

"  I  never  had  ut  tmmnm  to  usifr  imiusrfv  sf  « 
argument  with  the  present  lainl,  or  him 


admlraltoa  of  the  waif 
aot  which  mast  to 
oCntaid  which 

cnnatry,  to whkb ao man  tea 
candoor  whlcb  Indaeed  btai  le  givw  J 
ha'  ■      ^ 
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Bor  could  I  hftve  any  tennrttion  to  sucb  a  rtaua- 
ciation  firom  eitber  of  lh«m.  I  ackiwirleiigc  tlw 
beaefit  of  being  diief  of  a  ckn  ia  ta  our  6mj%  of  rerj 
little  aignifiouicy*  and  to  tmoe  out  the  progrcsa  of 
thn  honour  to  the  fouoder  of  a  fiimily,  of  any  stand- 
lag,  vould  perhaps  be  a  nuUtcr  of  suine  difficulty. 
**  The  true  sute  of  the  present  ease  is  thia  i  —  the 
M'Leod  fiunily  oonsiaU  of  two  different  branches ; 
the  M*Leods  of  Levis,  of  vbich  I  am  descended, 
and  the  M«Leo(fa  of  Harris.  And  tbougb  the 
isnoff  hare  lest  a  very  exteasirecatale  byfoffeitnra 
m  King  Janes  the  Sxth*^  time,  there  are  still 
«fffal  lespeetabU  teailies  of  it  cxistiiig,  vfao 
VMild  jeaily  blame  wm  fn  aucb  sn  M—fitairiiig 
CMOB,  vbm  tber  aU  ackn««ledse  me  head  of  that 
fanily ;  vhieli»  t^ugb  i*  fiu;*  it  ba  but  aD  idtad 
paiak  of  hmoiir,  ia  Bot  bilberto  ao  fitf  diai^garded 
ia  our  coMatry,  boi  it  wouH  determiBO  aome  of 
mj  friMida  to  look  ob  mo  as  a  muck  smaller  man 
diaa  eitbei  tbey  or  m jwlf  judge  ma  at  present  to 
he.  I  vilU  tbereCbre,  ask  it  as  a  hroar  of  you  to 
tequsiot  tfaa  Doctor  vith  the  difficulty  he  has 
hioaght  mc  to.  In  travelling  among  riTal  dans* 
nidi  a  silly  tele  aa  thb  might  easily  be  whispered 
ioto  the  ear  of  a  passing  stranger;  but  as  it  has  no 
foondation  in  Ibct,  I  hope  the  Doctor  will  be  so 
good  sa  to  take  his  own  way  in  nndeeeimiii;  the 
puWie—  I  prineipally  mean  my  friends  aad  eo». 
snioBs,  wbo  will  be  firal  aagry  at  m%  and  aaxt 
lony  ta  iad  siieh  am  inataara  of  my  fittlcnem  !•• 
toidid  ioabaok  wbieh  hasavory  fiMr  ehaaea  af 
bnywidiMidL  I  aipeel yoa will  kft ma kMw 
what  he  wiU  write  yon  in  ralurm  aad  wa  beta  beg 
to  make  oftr  to  you  and  Mrs.  Boswell  of  our 
most  respedi^  aomplimeata.  —  I  an,  dtar  Sir, 
TOUT  most  abadaeat  kumbla  aai  eaat* 

'^Joaa  M'Lkoo.** 

BOSW£LL  TO  BASAY. 

**  London,  Mar  ^  HTS. 
"DiAB  Sia«  —  The  day  before  yesterday  I  had 
ibe  honour  to  receive  yonr  letter,  and  I  imme- 
diately communicated  it  to  Dr.  Johnson.  He  said 
he  loved  your  spirit,  and  was  execcdingly  sonj 
that  he  had  been  tha  cause  of  the  smallest  uacaai- 
oes  to  you.  There  is  not  a  more  candid  bmh  in 
tbe  vorid  than  he  is,  when  properly  addressed^  as 
yoB  will  see  frocn  bis  letter  to  you,  which  I  bow 
ioduoe.  He  has  allowed  me  to  take  a  copy  of  it, 
ind  be  says  you  may  read  it  to  your  dan,  or  publish 
it,  if  you  pleaif  Ba  assured.  Sir,  that  I  shall  Uke 
eare  of  what  ha  has  intntsted  to  me^  wbaeb  is  to 
have  an  acknowledgment  of  his  error  inserted  in 
the  Edinbvfg^i  newspapers.  Too  will,  I  dare  say, 
be  fiilly  satisfied  with  Dr.  Johnson's  behaviour. 
He  is  deaiioaa  to  know  that  you  are ;  and  there- 
fcre  when  you  have  read  his  acfcaawladgmenl  in 
the  papers,  I  beg  you  may  write  to  me ;  and  if  yoo 
diooie  it,  I  aa  pesMmded  a  letur  from  you  to  the 


Doctor  also  wUl   be  token  khid.     I  shall  be  at 

Edinburgh  the  week  after  next. 

^'Aoydriltties  whaefansy  wifirandlhad  in  our 
power  to  show  to  your  dbughter.  Miss  M'Leod, 
vera  doe  to  bcv  awB  merit,  aad  ware  well  repaid 
bj  her  agreeable  company.  But  I  am  sure  I 
diould  bea  very  unworthy  man  if  I  did  not  wish  to 
■howa  gr^elbl  aenae  of  the  hospitable  and  genteel 
manner  in  which  you  were  pleased  to  treat  me. 
fioMMRd,  mf  dear  Sir,  that  1  sbaU  ncTer  fcrget 


vour  goodness,  and  the  happy  hours  which  I  spent 
u  Basay. 

**  You  and  Dr.  M'Leod  were  both  so  obliging  as 
to  promise  me  an  account,  in  writing,  of  all  the  par- 
ticulars which  each  of  you  remember,  concerning 
the  transactions  of  1745-6.  Pray  do  not  fa^et 
this,  and  be  aa  minute  and  fiiU  as  you  can ;  put 
down  every  thing :  I  have  a  great  curiosity  to  kxiow 
as  much  as  I  can,  authentically. 

*  1  beg  that  you  may  present  my  beat  rcapeets  to 
Lady  lUaay,  my  compHmenia  to  yamr  yeang 
family,  and  to  Dr.  M*Leod ;  and  my  hearty  good 
wishes  to  Malcolm,  with  whom  I  hope  again  to 
shake  bands  cordially.  —  I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
dear  Sir,  your  obliged  and  &itbful  humble  servant, 

**Jaxss  Boswku." 


ADVERTISBMENT  WRITTEN  BY  DB. 

JOHNSON^ 

Jnd  hutrted  by  hU  dtnrt  m  ffta  E^nbweifk  lum^ 
paperwy  referred  to  im  the  foregoing  Utter,* 

•  The  author  ef  tbe  •  Joanmy  to  the  Weaten 

Islands,'  having  related  that  the  M'Laoda  of  Baaay 
acknowledge  the  ebieftaiBAip  oe  wspatioiity  of  the 
Bf  Leeds,  of  Sky,  tads  *at  be  hasbeeB  mansferaBBd 
or  mistaken.  He  veane  in  a  Utmoi  editioD  to 
eorrect  bis  ener,  and  wishes  to  be  told  of  bor,  if 
more  have  been  diseaverod^** 

Dr.  Joiuison's  letter  was*  as  Mkwv: — 
DB.  JOHNSON  TO  BASAY. 


c  ITU* ' 

"DeabSib,— Mr.  BooveU  haa  this  di^  ahowB 
stoB  letter  in  whieh  yoe  complain  of  a  paawge  ia 
tbe  '  Jourseyto  the  Hebeides.*  Mymeaniag  is 
mistaken.  I  did  not  intend  to  say  that  you  had 
pessooally  made  any  ccanon  of  the  lighti  of  your 
house,  or  any  aBknewle4ipDent  of  tbe  superi^unty 
of  M^Leod  of  Duovegan.  I  only  dcrigaed  to  ex- 
pieas  what  I  thought  generally  adaiitted — that 
the  house  of  Basay  allowed  the  superiority  of  the 
house  of  DuBvcgan.  Even  this  I  now  find  to  be 
erroneous,  and  will  therefore  omit  or  retract  it  in 
tbe  next  edition. 

•Though  what  I  had  amd  bad  been  trve,  if  k 

bad  beeu  disagreeable  to  you,  I  ahoidd  have  wished 

it  unsaid  ;  for  it  is  not  my  business  to  a4iust  pre- 

ffy^yi^,     Aa  it  IS  miataaen,  1  iaa  mysett  oispoaeo 

to  eonect,  both  by  my  respect  for  you,  and  my 

reverence  for  truth. 
•  Aa  I  know  Bot  whea  the  book  will  be  icpriated, 

I  have  desired  Mr.  Boswril  to  anticipate  the  cer^ 
leetioB  in  the  Ediabargh  papers.  Thia  is  all  that 
can  bedoncw 

<*  I  hope  I  may  now  vcntuie  to  desire  that  my 
complimente  may  be  amde^  and  my  graAiiade  ea- 
preaed,  to  Lady  Bany,  Mr.  l&leolm  M'Leed, 
Mr.  Dtoaald  M'Qneen,  and  all  the  gentlemen  and 
all  the  Udies  whom  I  saw  in  the  klaad  of  Baaay; 
a  place  which  I  remesBber  with  too  much  plcesure 
and  too  much  kiadneas,  Bot  to  be  sorry  that  my 
ignorance,  or  hasty  persuasion,  should  for  a  aiagle 
moment  have  violated  ite  tranquillity. 


1  The  Ofif  inal  MS.  li  now  hi  my 

DV  4 


^BoawBL&f 


nt 


408 


BOSWELL'S  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


1773. 


**  I  b«>g  you  all  to  forgive  an  undengned  and  in* 
Toluntary  injury,  and  to  consider  me  as.  Sir,  your 
most  obliged  and  most  humble  servant. 

**  Sam.  JoHvioK." ' 

It  would  be  improper  for  me  to  boast  of  my 
own  labours ;  but  I  cannot  refrain  from  pub- 
lishing such  praise  as  I  received  from  such  a 
man  as  Sir  William  Forbes,  of  Pitsligo,  ailer 
the  perusal  of  the  original  manuscript  of  mj 
JoumaL 


SIR  W.  FORBES  TO  BOSWELL. 

"  Edinburgh,  March  7. 1777. 

**  Mr  DiAft  Sia,  — -  I  ought  to  have  thanked  you 
sooner  for  your  very  obliging  letter,  and  for  the 
singular  eoofideoce  you  are  pleased  to  place  in  me, 
when  you  trust  me  with  such  a  curious  and  valu- 
able deposit  as  the  papers  you  have  sent  me.'  Be 
assured  I  have  a  due  sense  of  this  ffivour,  and  shall 
fiuthfully  and  earefully  return  them  to  you.  You 
may  rely  that  I  shall  neither  copy  any  part»  nor 
permit  the  papen  to  be  seen. 

**  They  contain  a  curious  picture  of  society,  and 
fiwm  a  journal  on  the  most  instructive  plan  that 
oan  poHibly  be  thought  of;  lor  I  am  not  sure  that 
an  ordinary  observer  would  bcoome  so  weU  ac- 
quainted either  with  Dr.  Johnson*  or  with  the 
manners  of  the  Hebrides,  by  a  personal  intercourse, 
as  by  a  perusal  of  your  Journal.  I  am  very  trul j, 
dear  Sir,  &c.»  William  Foaais.** . 

When  I  consider  how  many  of  the  persons 
mentioned  in  this  Tour  are  now  gone  to  **  that 
undiscoTered  country,  from  whose  bourne  no 
traTcller  returns,**  I  feel  an  impression  at  once 
awful  and  tender. — Reoidescani  in  pace  ! 

It  maj  be  objected  07  some  persons,  as  it 
has  been  hy  one  of  mj  friends,  that  he  who 
has  the  power  of  thus  exhibiting  an  exact 
transcript  of  conversations  is  not  a  desirable 
member  of  society.  I  repeat  the  answer  which 
I  made  to  that  friend :  ^  Few,  very  few,  need 
be  afraid  that  their  savings  will  be  recorded. 
Can  it  be  imagined  tnat  I  would  take  die 
trouble  to  gather  what  grows  on  erery  hedge, 

>  IUmt  ws«  highly  grstifled,  and  aflarwarda  vltltad  and 
p.  Johi 


dtnad    wlUi   Dr. 


kOMm,  at   hit  hoMie  in  Londoo.  — 


Johnson  flvet  Mrs.  Thrale  the  foUowlog  aeeoont  of  this 
sflklr:— > 

**  I  have  oftiidad ;  sad  what  U  ttraDger.  have  juaUy 
oflbndad,  the  nation  of  Baiay.  If  they  could  come  hither, 
thmr  would  be  aa  floree  a«  the  Amartcani.  itaMfr  hat  written 
to  Boiwell  an  account  of  the  Iqiurjr  done  htm  by  reprMenting 
his  hooM  as  subordinate  to  that  of  Dunvegan.  Boswell  baa 
hU  letter,  and,  1  belteTe,  copied  mj  answer.  I  hare  appeased 
hfan,  if  a  degraded  chief  can  poMibly  be  appeased :  Imt  It  will 
be  thirteen  days— dajs  01^  rescotment  and  dlsconleot — 
before  my  recantation  can  reach  him.  Many  a  dirk  will 
Imagination,  during  that  Interval,  Ax  in  my  heart.  I  really 
question  If  at  this  ttane  my  life  would  not  be  In  danger,  if 
dbtanee  did  not  secure  It.  Boswell  will  Sod  his  wajr  to 
Streatham  before  he  goes,  and  will  detail  this  great  aflhir."— 
Leturi,  I2IA  Map,  177ft.  —  Cbokbb. 
*  In  Justice  both  to  Sir  WUUam  Forbes  and  nyseir.  It  Is 
•roper  to  mentlost  that  the  papers  which  were  submitted  to 
lis  perusal  contained  00I7  an  account  of  our  Tour  fh»m  the 
time  that  Dr.  Johnson  and  I  set  out  from  Bdinbareh,  and 
consequeotlr  did  not  contain  the  euloglom  00  Sir  Wtillam 
Forbes  (p.  171.),  which  he  never  saw  till  this  book  appeared 
|n  print ;  nor  did  he  even  know,  whra  he  wrote  the  above 

toba  DuhUshed.  — >  BoewBLL. 


t 


because  I  have  collected  such  fruitt  si  tbe 
Nonpareil  and  the  Bon  CHtBTmi  f  " 

On  the  other  hand,  how  useful  b  Mck  • 
faculty,  if  well  exercised.    To  it  ve  owe  all 
those  mteresting  i^Mphthmu  and  memonASk 
of  the  ancients,  which  HutaztJi,  Xenopboe, 
and  Valerius  Maximus  have  transmitted  to 
us.    To  it  we  owe  all  those  iustmctiTe  tnd 
entertaining  collections  which  the  French  ksre 
made  under  the  title  of  **•  Ana,**  affiled  to  xat 
celebrated  name.    To  it  we  owe  the  "*  Table- 
Talk  **  of  Selden,  the  *"  Conversatioa**  betvees 
Ben  Jonson  and  Dnunmoiid  of  Hawthonida, 
Spence*8  **  Anecdotes   of  Pope,**  and  oibcr 
yaluable  remains  in  our  own  ungoace.  Hflv 
delighted  should  we  have  been«  ifuns  intio* 
dnced  into  the  compnnj  of  Shaknetrs  sad  f£ 
Drydei^  of  whom  we  know  scarcdj  hit  tbiif 
but  their  admirable  writings !    What  pMvat 
would  it  hare  giren  us,  to  have  knovB  tbor 
pettj  habits,  their  characteristic  manoen,  tbeir 
modes  of  composition,  and  thdr  semiiDe  opi- 
nion of  preceding  writers  and  of  tneir  conten- 
poraries  I  All  these  are  now  irrecoversbly  kxL 
Considering  how  manj  of  the  strong  ao<i 
most  brilliant  effusions  of  exalted  inteUect 
must  have  perished,  how  much  is  it  to  be 
regretted  that  all  men  of  distineuished  wiidoB 
and  wit  have  not  been  attended  by  fiieiMk  of 
taste  enough  to  relish,  and  abilities  CDoogk  to 
register  their  eonTersatkm : 


<^  Vizere  fortes  ante 

Multi,  end  omnes  illacrynabilei 
Urgcntur,  ignotiqtie  looga 
Nocte,  carent  quia  vatc 


•• 


I 


Thej  whose  inferior  exertions  are  reeorM 
as  serving  to  explmn  or  illttstrafee  the  ssyis^  | 
of  such  men,  mav  be  prond  of  being  tbot  ai^*  ' 
ciated,  and  of  their  names  being  tranwit^^ 
to  posterity,  bjrbebg  appended  to  an  illastnMi 

character.  ' 

Before  I  oondnde,  I  think  it  nraper  to  «7* 
that  I  have  suppressed  *  erery  thing  which  I 
thought  could  rttlljr  hurt  aaj  one  now  Itvi^ 


*  "  Before  great  AfanenmoQ  rrigii*d, 
Relgird  klnfs  as  sreat  as  he*  aiid 
Whose  hi«e  aabition*s  new  ooat^n'd 

In  the  small  compass  of  a  grare ; 
In  endless  night  thfj  sleep,  nnvepl 
No  bard  had  thcf  to  asake  all  tknte  ti 
Jhr,  04.  Iv. ». 


«  Raving  found,  on  a  revWon  eC  tke  Itet  edhte^ Ah 
woifc,  that,  notwithstanding  mj  liaat  care,  a  fnv 
had  escaped  me,  whkh 
the  publication  of  which  miebt 

passing  the  iKMtnds  of  a  strict  ikiciniMsa,  I"——    ■    -,  , 

that  they  should  be  oalued  in  the  snh  mewi  fdkana   1 
was  pleaMd  to  find  that  they  did  not  ■■  1 1  at  hi  th»  «M»ii 
apaga    tf  any  of  the  aaase  kind  af«  rat  Mt.it  Is  • 
Inadvertence  alone,  no 

rkln  10  others  than  1  am.  A  cnwlis^i*«>>"  1 1  ii»lirrf»i 
have  learned  no  more  than  tlmK, 
deserted  the  clerical 
scanty  llTHibood  by  scurrilous  . 
name,  has  ImpuJenlly  and  fUady 
omitted  w^re  dtfm 
voluntary,  but  ciompulsoty. 

trouble  ptablicly  to  disprove  ;  jet.  like  one  ^  ^ipe'i 
irsevervd  In  **  the  Ue  o'erthrown.**    As  »  *•  d 
theielaan  phrliua  mk 


»  man  being  matm  envsanr  >•  EZ 
m,  AcomemBtMescrthMer.af  •h^  ' 

>  than  thetTalUr  having  dlsr«e4  ^  ' 
eharaeler.  te  piciu  e»  in  X*"**^ 

md  fUady  asaarted  Ihst  the  |ai«g  ' 
mry.  and  that  the  smiaiiM  wm  m  • 
ory.    The  toat  Init— Bllia  lt»4tt» 
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Tini^  and  self-conoeit  indeed  may  sometimes 

,  lofTer.  With  respect  to  what  is  related^  I  con- 

'  ndered  it  mj  dntr  to  ^  extenuate  nothing,  nor 

I  set  down  aught  m  malice;*'  and  with  those 

'  lif^ter  atrokes  of  Dr.  Johnson's  satire,  pro* 

ceeding  from  a  warmth  and  quickness  of  una* 

giution,  not  from  any  maloTolenoe  of  heart, 

and  v&ich,  on  account  of  their  excellence, 

oonld  not  be  omitted,  I  trust  that  they  who 

ve  the  aubject  of  them  have  good  sense  and 

p)od  tanper  enough  not  to  be  displeased. 

I  hate  onlr  to  mid,  that  I  shall  ever  reflect 
vith  frest  pleasure  ou  a  Tour,  which  has  been 
tke  neana  of  presenring  so  much  of  the  en- 
%hteDed  and  instructiye  conversation  of  one 
ffW  yirtnes  will,  I  hope,  ever  be  an  object  of 
iaiitation,  and  whose  powers  of  mind  were  so 
estraordinarv,  that  ages  may  revolve  before 
focfa  a  Bian  shall  again  appear. 


CHAPTER  XLV. 
1775—1774. 

oftJU  Tamr,  —  LttUnio  SoiwtB^jfe. 
.  ^DmtmftMUkM  kU  **  FrngUiv  PUeu*  wUl^ 
I  Mtf  Au  KmowUify€.  ^  WtUm  his  Tour,  —  AtU- 
;     r^   FeaiiwaU    ami    PSfyrimaieM, '— JDeaih    rf 

fin  lUy  in  Scotland  was  from  the  18th  of 
'  Aivnat,  on  which  day  he  arrived,  till  the  22d 
I  «f  Korember,  when  he  set  out  on  his  return  to 
t^odoo ;  and  I  believe  ninety-four  days  were 
'^wpasied  by  any  man  in  a  more  vigorous 
Cttrtioo.  He  came  by  the  way  of  Berwick- 
apoa*Tweed  to  Edinbiugh,  where  he  remained 
>  ^  days,  and  tlien  went  by  St.  Andrew's, 
•^^odeen,  Invemeaa,  and  Fort  Augustus,  to 
^  Hebrides,  to  visit  which  was  the  principal 
*^ect  he  had  in  Tiew.  He  visited  the  isles  of 
%.  Rttay,  Col,  Mull,  Inchkenneth,  and 
I<*UilL  He  travelled  through  Arsyleshire 
^  Inremy,  and  from  thence  by  Loddomond 
ttd  Dunbvton  to  Glasgow,  then  by  Loudon 
t«  Anchinleck  in  Ayramre,  the  seat  of  my 
^Jt,  and  then  by  Hamilton,  back  to  £din« 
'vsL  where  he  again  spent  some  time. 

H«  thus  saw  the  four  universities  of  Scot* 
■od,  its  three  principal  cities,  and  as  much  of 


4^ 


■   4 


CMnki  It  vofth  whll«  to  cuaipw  on* 

\  etWr  will  Sad  that  th«  M»u(et  omitted 

l«MC  d«aiw  of  that  nalore,  mit  cxactlx  toeh 

ted  thrn  hi  tho  femier  part  of  thU  nota, 

of  n4MB«itaf7  feallDgt  which  iba  dalleacf 

Xrcucd.  —  BofwiLL. 
todio  wat  WlUiam  ThompMNi, 
«f  IV  Umm  tm  the  Moan,  aad  other  aatlrlcal  novali, 
klad  of  worfci.  Ha  waa  ooco  a  marehar 
MrfcofSeatlaaid.  bat  hataf  dapo««d  hf  tha  jpraabirUry 
aa  antiior  of  all  works  hi  London, 
warfc.  on  vhatat er  rabjcct,  without 
a  4an  hv  tho  way  to  that  aana  pfart^ytort  with  tha 

Boaw^l'i  denial  of  navtec  rv* 
■IMaa  what  waa  mM  brFatar 
*M'Donald*f  ragai**  —  WAi.TBa 
^  tia.  a.  1«  «r  «fy.'— GL 


the  Highland  and  insular  life  as  was  sufficient 
for  his  philosophical  contemplation.  I  hod  the 
pleasure  of  accompanying  him  during  the 
whole  of  his  journey. 

He  was  respectfully  entertiuned  by  the  great, 
the  learned,  and  the  ^egant,  wherever  be  went ; 
nor  was  he  less  delighted  with  the  hospitality 
which  he  experience  in  humbler  life.' 

His  various  adventures,  and  the  force  and 
vivacitv  of  his  mind,  as  exereised  during  this 
peregrmation,  upon  innumerable  topics,  have 
been  faithfully*  and  to  the  best  of  my  abilities, 
displayed  in  my  ^  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the 
Hebndes,**  to  which,  as  the  public  has  bean 
pleased  to  honour  it  by  a  very  extensive  cir* 
culation,  I  b^  leave  to  refer',  as  to  a  separate 
and  remarkaSe  portion  of  his  life,  whicn  may 
be  there  seen  in  detail,  and  which  exhibits  as 
striking  a  view  of  his  powers  in  conversation, 
as  his  works  do  of  his  excellence  in  writing. 
Nor  can  I  deny  to  m^lf  the  very  flattering 
gratification  of  insertmg  here  the  character 
which  my  friend  Mr.  Courtenay  has  been 
pleased  to  give  of  that  work :  — 

"  With  Reynolda*  peoeil,  vivid,  bold,  and  true, 
So  fiwvent  Botwall  gives  him  to  our  view : 
In  every  trut  wn  ann  his  mind  eipand ; 
The  master  rises  by  the  pupiPs  hand : 
We  love  the  writer,  praisr  bis  happy  vein, 
Gmeed  with  the  ndvet^  of  the  sage  Montaigne  ; 
Henoe  not  alone  are  brighter  parts  display'd. 
But  e*cn  the  specks  of  character  pourtray*d: 
We  ass  the  Rambler  with  fiutidious  smile 
Mark  tbe  lone  tree,  and  note  the  beatb-clad  isle ; 
But  when  the  heroic  tale  of  *  Flora ' '  charms, 
Deek'd  in  a  kilt,  he  wields  a  chieftain's  arms : 
The  tuneful  piper  sounds  a  martial  strain. 
And  Samuel  aiogs,  *The  king  shall  have  bis 

2_  •  n 


During  his  stay  at  Edinbuigh,  after  his  re* 
turn  from  the  Hebrides,  he  was  at  great  pains 
to  obtain  information  concerning  Scotland; 
and  it  will  appear  from  his  subsequent  letters, 
that  he  was  not  leas  solicitous  for  intelligence 
on  this  subject  after  his  return  to  London, 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

••  Not.  sy.  I77J. 
**  DsAa  SiB,  —  I  eame  home  last  night,  without 
any  incommodity,  danger,  or  weariness,  and  am 
ready  to  begin  a  new  Journey.  I  shall  go  to  Os« 
ford  on  Monday.  I  know  Mrs.  Boswdl  wished 
me  well  to  go* ;  her  wishes  have  not  been  disap» 


I  Ha  waa  long  raoMnihcred  amonnt  tha  lower  ofdara  of 
Habridannaby  thatklooTtha  teicmad  jrarv.tha  *«f  Emgfitk. 
iiMii.~  Waltbb  Scott. 

•  A  coiladoB  of  tha  orMnal  MS.,  talaly  to  tho  poaiawlon 
of  tha  Rav.  Archdaacon  fintlar,  of  Shrawabnnr,  bat  now  la 
tha  Britlih  Moaamn,  haa  conSrmad  MNna  eoi^annral  aaianda> 
tfcms  whkh  I  had  mada  on  Mr.  Doppa*!  taxt,  and  has  tup- 
pllod  ochar  eorraetlons  and  additions.— Csosaa,  1815. 

*  Tha  ealabratad  Flora  Maedonald.  —  Coortsnat. 

4  In  this  ha  showad  a  vary  acota  panatratioo.    My  wilh 
paid  him  tha  nMat  aasldoous  and  rstpactful  atlantlon  wblla  ha 
m»  oor  paM,  \  so  that  I  woodar  how  ha  diseorerad  bar 
rlshlng  for  hia  dapartnra.    Tha  tnith  Is,  that  hit  irregvtor 


bonra  and  uneonth  hSMta,  sodi  aa  tnmlnff  tha  ondlaa  with 
thdr  haads  downwards,  whan  thay  dhfnot  burn  brifht 
anongh.  aad  lattlnc  tha  was  drop  upon  theaarpat*  could  not 
b«t  Sa  dliattsishTi  to  a  lady,   ■iillii,  the  M 
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paia««L     Mn.  WiUimiw  Imh 


cd  Sir  A.'ft^ 


**  BCaka  mj  compfiMMntM  to  all  tboae  to  whom 
my  eomplimenU  may  be  weloome.  Lei  tbe  bosi' 
be  icnt  m  toon  m  U  cbd^  and  let  ma  know  wbca  to 
aspect  it. 

**  Inquire^  if  jon  can,  the  order  of  the  elans : 
Maodonald  i»  first*;  MaeleMi  tecood;  Ibrther  I 
cannot  m.  ^  Quicken  Dr.  Webster.^  I  am,  Sa, 
joors  awdionatelj. 


BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

•*  BdlDbargb,  Dww  1.  Hit. 
.  .  .  **  Ton  ahall  have  what  iafonnatioa  I 
proeofe  as  to  the  order  of  the  dank  Agende> 
I  of  the  aaBoe  of  Grant  teUs  mm  that  them  ia  do 
ig  them ;  and  ha  saja  that  the 
■ot  pbced  «pon  tha  right  of  die 
army  at  Cullodcn;  the  Stoarts  were.  I  shall, 
bawiwf,  aiaauaa  witateses  of  every  aame  that  I 
caa  find  here.  DkL  Webster  shaU  bo  quickened 
too.  I  like  your  little  memowindums ;  they  aro 
symptoms  of  your  being  in  earnest  with  your  book 
of  northern  travels. 

**  Tour  bos  sludl  be  sent  nemt  week  by  se&  You 
will  find  in  it  some  pieces  of  the  broom>bush  which 
you  saw  growing  on  the  old  eaatlo  of  Auchinleek. 
The  wood  bea  a  cnrioua  appsarsncs  when  sawn 
aerosBi  Tou  may  either  hare  a  littla  writiiw- 
stindish  mado  of  it*  or  get  it  fotssed  into  haaras 
fiir  a  treariee  aa  wttehcraA^  by  way  of  a  soitahle 


BOSWiXL.  TO  JOHNSON. 

BitfaievilK  Die  MLlflt. 
.     .     •     •    ^'Tou  promised  me  an  inseription 
fer  n  print  to  bo  taken  fiom  an  historieal  pietiire  of  , 
Ksry  Queen  of  Seott  being  fi»sccd  to  resign  her  , 
erown»  whieh  Mr.Hamilfeen  at  Rome  has  painted  for 
mew*     The  two  IbUowing  baeo  been  eent  to  me: — 

" '  Jforia  Settamm  Regina  wuiiori  tettdo  dtgnOfjuB 

•  _  »_  jg,  _   _  a*^*        •       •__  __f^ p ^  _^  ^ 


''Be  so  good  as  to  read  the  pamsge  in  Rohertw, 
and  eee  if  you  cannot  give  me  a  bettor  inikenption. 
I  mnsl  have  it  both  in  Latin  and  Engikh;  so,  if 
you  should  not  give  ma  another  Latin  one,  you 

hifh  sdarirsdoo  of  him  which  w«t  frit  bjr  mott  of  thoM  who 

ito  he  had  Ceo  auich  Influence  ovor  hsr  hiuhaad.  She 
ia  s  little  warmth,  mad*,  with  more  point  than  Jnatlco, 
miuuk  npoD  lliat  raUoct:— **  Iheve  MeamMy  ebaar 
M  by  a  mea  ;  bat  I  never  hcfiora  ww  a  moa  imi  bf  ^  hew.** 
^  BoRWBtx.  The  mdflr  will,  however,  bercefter  eee  th«t 
Ibo  rveetitlon  of  this  ubeenstkm  m  to  Mr«.  ilotwrll*B  frellnfv 
tevaroi  htm  wet  nude  more  frrouratly  and  pivtinacioiwlj, 
than  it  qoite  conaUlent  with  gooa  ta*te  and  good  manners. 

*">   III  f>liiimiirrniiii.  iBiirfTti-f-^rTTtr  llifriim 
^  BoawiLL* 

>  This  WW  a  bea  eontaWnf  a  anmtor  of  carteaa  thim« 
eblch  he  had  pkhad  np  in  ~ 


wiU  at  leaK  choose  the  best  of  them  tno^  aad  md 
a  tiamkiMm  rf  ii  * 

HJahnnwefiirgi^iagdiipMitknwmpattt  i 
a  pNttr  atioqg  teat  on  his  return  to  Loadoi,  ■ 
by  a  liberty  which  Mr.  Thomag  Dtries  hal  , 
tiikflB  with  ImB  ia  his  ihiwicfi,  vkich  ««,  to 
pnhikh  tvoY«l«m«  tntilkd  ""NiKtlkieMn 
and  Fbf^ve  Piecesir  which  he  advcrtiMdii 
the  Bewapuwr^  **  Br  the  Aalhor  cf  the  Rm- 
bier.**     In^hifl   ooUectioB,  intnl  tf  Dr. 
JohnBoii*a  adaiowledged  wittiBgp»  Mfvcnl  of 
hb  aaeoyneaa  perfonaflDoeii  an  ttmt  vkicb 
he  had  vritten  for  othera»  were  iiwited;  bet 
there  were  alao  Bonie  ia  which  he  kid  no  cos- 
cem  whatever.    He  was  si  fiist  vny  aafij, 
aa he hal geod rcesoQ  te  be.    Biit,epoaeoa> 
eidfrsiiott  of  his  pesr  frieadTs  asnov  ciitiui- 
BtanesBi  aad  that  he  hed  oidj  a  little  profit  is 
view,  and  meant  ao  haEB*  be  sooa  itkatcd, 
and  continued  bis  kindness  to  bim  ss  fo^ 
meriy.* 

In  the  course  of  bis  sdf-ezsminaiioa  vitk 
retrospect  to  this  year,  be  seems  to  hsre  htta 
much  dejected;  for  he  sajs^  1st  Jsnosrt. 
1774:  ""This  Tear  has  passed  with  to  Uuk 
improvement,  tnat  I  deiibt  whether  I  hsv«  «^ 
rather  impaired  than  increased  my  lesniof- 
And  yet  we  have  seen  how  he  fit^  mA  ** 
know  now  be  laBbsd,  during  that  period. 

[JOHNSON  TO  MKa  MOHTAGV. 

^•j^it.  mi 

**  Mamjlu, Havug  committed  eoa  fcalt  Vr  ia- 

advartcncyv  I  will  not  ooounit  aaalhar  by  nil*' 
neti.  When  I  bad  the  boaour  of  year  csii  I 
could  not  comply  with  your  iaeitatlBa,  sad  v^ 
now  sufler  the  dhaaw  of  eoafceaing  that  the  veet^ 
sity  of  an  answer  did  not  eooie  iato  bbj 


out  of  the  rescb  of  the 
yoitr  aaoet  obedient  sad 
MS. 


••8a] 


a  to  la 

of  the 


>  The 
rlaht  of  Um 
breach  af  thif 


always  hM 
claaa.and  Ihoae  of  that 


the 

of 


the  dae.  The  Mardoaaldi.  placed  on  the  Ml  wi^.  reSiMd 
t»  aharge,  aad  noeltMy  left  the  SaM  HBiiiilied  and  ua. 
hrahan.  Lord  Goorfa  Mwrav  In  vain  uniuaiaaiad  to  ivfa 
Iham  on  he  MfiM,  tliat  their  bahaatoar  weeld  nwiM  the  tea 


than  on  bf  Mfiag,  thi 
therMit,aBd  thMhe 
iiBill.    Oa  thie  aahjact  there  m 


of  the 


la 
of 


•apt,  who  were  the  flret  who  d^^Mwd  iw  ik*  afmrv  m  ^a 
iMtdiof  in  their  cMaTa  ei 
paaen,  voL  U.  a.  MO.  -  Wt 

*  Th«  Rev.  Dr.  Alexander  Wi 
of  Edinburgh,  a  Ban  of  dtaOagatohad  ^atttoa.  wto  »•<  ^ 
■ind  hlw  hiSiieialiiia  nta ibIm  ihe  Matoi^i  mt  '-^"^ 
ef  Seotland.  •  Boawsix.    Sae  ■aS?.p>  gi.~C 

*  Oavhi  HaeiHton.  loi«  •  taridtnt  he  Iweia.  mi  • 
orwNBoreputeUoBlnhtoday.  He  dibd  la  llSt.  TS*| 
which  Boewell  ipeaki  of  waaeahMead  aft  the  Mmti 


telTTC. 


hi  the 


lJ4.lti»ai 


k  • 


rca 


drawn.**  — F. 

•jMIThra DaviaaprieSBd  tfie 

raTad,hadhehaenMrreda»lP*   * 
Tnheina.  *  hare  baarl  tha  toat  e»X  to  he 

aadUnaterav«<reUulethtotaaeft* — ae 
la  aU  the  wrath  ha  cmM  ■■h  i  ^i.      M  hto  «<aen-  ' 
tow  tto  alMr  ended:—*  Wk*,*  m4  to.  *1  ••^ 


Mr.  Thtala  (timNns  raand  fee  av  toMtoadk  'hid  "to!  F 
Md  I  do  that  to  good  tar  Ti»  Paalaa?  W«>««e»aito 
thhig  for  hta^  to  to  aare.*  **— Assnrf.— Gaaaaa. 


Mr,  65. 
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j  He  vit  Mv  taiooAj  CBOffcd  in  writiii|^  an 
I  leooQBtof  oortniv^  in  t£e  tiebridca^  in  con* 
I  nqnenee  of  whidi  I  had  the  plearare  of  a 
I  nore  fiv^ocDt  coi  i  opopdeBOC  with  jub* 


JOHNSON  TO  B08WEIX. 


1774. 


/ 


"Dum  Sti, — BIy  operations  haroboen 
bj  a  coacb ;  at  kni  I  tatter  mjpwlf,  that  if  my 
cMfb  had  not  eoaiOi  I  iboald  have  been  fbrthM* 
jdnoecd.  But  I  have  had  na  iatelligenee  from 
Dr.  Wdattf,  nor  from  the  czeiae-ofliee»  oor  Aom 
j¥L  Noaceottot  of  the  little  borough.*  Kolhtn|^ 
fl^tht  £n»  laoKuagc  I  have  yet  heanl  nothiiig 
of  mij  boi.  Yoa  moat  make  haste  aad  gather  me 
•11  TOtt  eui ;  aad  do  it  ^aickly,  or  I  vfll  and  shall 
(hrithootit 

*  Make  my  oompliraents  to  Mra,  BoasreH,  am! 
uH  hsr  1  do  oot  love  her  the  less  fer  wishing  me 
t^tj,  I  fsfe  her  trouble  cnoagh,  and  shall  be 
gU,  ia  racompcnaey  to  give  her  aay  pjeasart. 

*  I  would  sand  sooie  porter  into  the  Hebrides;  if 
i  bnr  vhich  way  it  eould  be  got  to  my  kind 
bkuk  there.     Inquire,  and  let  me  know. 

*  mk«  my  eompliments  to  all  the  doctors  of 
£&6afgh,  and  to  all  my  friends,  from  one  end  of 
Smlsad  to  the  other. 

*  Write  to  me,  and  send  me  what  Intell^awe 
/OS  en;  and  if  any  thing  is  too  bulky  for  tile  post, 
^  ne  have  it  by  tbo  carrier.  I  do  not  Itke  trusting 

rases. —  I  am.  dear  Sir,  your  most,  &r. 

••SAMja 

JOHNSON  TO  B08WELL. 


yon  send  me  aomethiog  about  my  Scottish  friends. 
I  have  eery  gmsat  kindncm  for  them.  Let  me  know 
likowiae  bow  foes  come  ia,  and  wben  we  are  to  see 
yon.— -I  am»  Sir.  youis  afEoetionately, 

**Saji.  JoaauoM," 

He  at  this  time  wrote  the  ibUowinff  letters  to 
Mr.  Steeveiu,  hia  able  associate  m  editing 
Shakqteare: — 

JOHNSON  TO  GEORGE  STEEVENS; 


"  Feb.  T.  in4. 
**  Sia»  —  If  1  am  asked  when  I  have  seen  Mr. 
Staascns,  you  know  what  answisr  I  must  give ;  if  I 
am  asked  when  I  shall  see  him,  I  wish  you  could 
tell  me  what  to  say.  If  you  hare  '  LeJey*s  Hia- 
toiy  of  Seotlsnd,*  or  any  other  book  about  Scotland, 
eieept  Boetius  and  Bucbananc  it  will  be  a  kindness 
if  yon  sand  tbam  to^  Sir»  your  bumble  servant, 

*'Sam.  Johnson.* 

JOHNSON  TO  STEEVEN& 

*«Fsb.Sl.t7T4. 
**  Ska,  —  We  are  tlnnking  to  augment  our  ehib^ 
and  I  am  desirous  of  nominating  yon,  if  yon 
to  stand  the  ballot,  and  can  altai^  on  Frida; 
at  least  twice  in  ive  weeks :  lem  than  thai 
little,  and  rather  nmve  will  baexpeeted.  Be 
to  let  ma  knnw  befora  Friday.  —  I  rnn^  Sir,  y< 

Sam.  Ji 


FfllkT.  I1T4. 

**  DiAS  Sia,—  In  a  day  or  two  after  I  had 
•nttmtbelast  discontented  letter,  I  received  my 
^  vkidi  was  very  welcome.  But  still  I  must 
^f«at  jott  to  hasten  Dr.  Webster,  aad  eontinua  to 
M  op  wbai  you  can  that  may  be  nsvlhL 

'Mr.  O(letliorpe  was  with  me  thb  morning; 
VM  ksow  bb  errasML     He  wm  not  onweleomc. 

*  Tdl  Mrs.  Boavell  that  my  good  intentions 
'«vwdi  her  still  oontinue.  I  should  be  glad  to 
'**  mj  thiag  that  would  cither  benefit  or  please  her. 

*  (^ambera  is  not  yet  gone;  but  so  hurried,  or 
^  aqrUfsot,  or  so  proud,  that  I  rarely  see  him.  I 
^■w  iadesd,  for  soma  areeks  past,  been  very  ill  of  a 


caid  and  sough,  and  have  been  at  Mrs.  Thralels, 
^  I  laight  be  taken  care  oC  I  am  much  better: 
"^v  ysdmal  m  prmKa  tint  /  but  I  am  yet  tender, 
^^  SMly  dismdeied.  How  happy  it  was  that 
»«tW  of  w  wnm  in  in  the  HebridesL 

*" TW  qntistiun  of  Bterary  property*  is  this  day 
^"^tbeLord^  Murphy  drew  up  the  appellanti^ 
n^  that  11^  the  plan  agunst  the  perpetual  right. 
1  ^c  not  earn  it.  nor  heard  the  dadrion.  I  would 
^  bate  the  right  pcrpctuaL 

*  I  viO  write  to  you  as  any  thing  oecurs,  and  do 


orPrsrtick,ln  Aynhfre.-^Boswsu.. 

•0S  aacMia  ui  Pea.  il* **  in  cod. 

tbc  Bafibh  iMMkMUsrt  hav«  now 


SS?  at' 


iUglater,  1774.  —  Caoaaa. 

vt  lb.  Heivsa>'»  Library,  Ko.  »&. 


Or.  at  Let  S 
UpiO^  ISn."     This  «M 
■«  to  Mhoton.  ~~  lfAU>iis. 


JOHNSON  TO  STEEVENa 

**ilaf«b8.m«. 
«  Sia,— .  Laat  nigbt  yen  beeama  a  nasmber  of  thn 
clnb;  if  you  call  an  mean  Friday,  I  will  inta^ 
dnaayoH.  Agenttemaok  propoacd  aAaryon»wa» 
rejected.  I  tlumk  you  for  Neander  ',  but  wiah  ho 
were  not  so  fine.  I  will  take  care  of  bim.  —  I  am. 
Sir,  your  humble  servant.  Sax.  Johnson.** 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 


&m4. 

"  Daaa  Sia,  —  Dr.  Webster's  informationa  wera 
much  lem  exact,  and  much  lev  determinate,  than  I 
expected  :  they  are,  indeed,  much  lem  positive  than, 
if  be  can  trust  his  own  book  *  which  ha  laid  before 
ma,  be  is  able  to  give.  But  I  believe  it  will  alwaya 
ha  iouod  that  he  who  calls  much  for  information 
will  advaaee  his  work  but  slowly. 

**  I  am,  however,  obligad  to  yon,  dear  Sir,  finr 
your  endeavours  to  help  me ;  and  hope,  that  b^ 
tween  us  something  will  sometime  be  done,  if  not 
on  this,  on  soma  ocrasinn. 

**  Chambers  is  either  married,  or  ahnost  married^ 
to  Mim  Wilton*,  a  girl  of  sixteen,  exquisitely 
beautiful,  whom  he  has,  with  his  lawyer's  tongua, 
paiBUsded  to  take  her  chance  with  bim  in  the  East. 


«  A  ■swiiiilia  siwual  drawn  by  Dr.  Wabttar  oT  all  tba 
parfchat  ia  Hcmhna.  aicartalnioc  their  length,  brtadch.  ni 
DOT  of  InhaMunU.  aad  diatlntaiiaint  ProtMtaatt  aad  R< 
loaii  kad  base  tnacmittcd  to  govat 
•aw  a  GOff  o(  tt  In  Dr.  Wcb»ier'f 

*  Dau(btOT  oT  Joseph  Wilton,  R.  A.,  th«  ■rulptor.  Aftw 
Sir  BobOTi  ChambOTt  s  death  the  returned  to  enfflaad,  aad 
died  at  Bricblon.  In  ApriU  1839,  aged  M.  Mm  Chunbars, 
bar  daafbter,  marrlad  CoUaMa  Macdoaald,  tba  eoo  of  Flora. 


I  and  Dr.  Jobni 

I  fi^m 
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**  We  have  added  to  the  club,  Charles  Fox  >,  Sir 
Charles  Bunbury,  Dr.  Fordyce,  and  Mr.  SteeTena.' 

*"  Return  my  thanks  to  Dr.  Webster.  Tell  Dr. 
Robertson  I  have  not  much  to  reply  to  bis  censure 
of  my  negligence :  and  tell  Dr.  Blur,  that  aiocehe 
has  written  hither  '  what  I  said  to  him,  we  must 
now  consider  ourseWes  as  even,  forgive  one  another, 
and  begin  again.  I  care  not  bow  soon,  for  he  is  a 
▼ery  pleasing  man.  Pay  my  compliments  to  all  my 
friends,  and  remind  Lord  Elibank  of  his  promise  to 
give  me  all  his  works. 

**  1  hope  Mrs.  Boswell  and  little  Miss  are  well. 
—  When  shall  I  see  them  again  ?  She  is  a  sweet 
lady ;  only  she  was  so  glad  to  see  me  go,  that  I 
have  almost  a  mind  to  come  again,  that  she  may 
again  have  the  same  pleasure. 

**  Inquire  if  it  be  practicable  to  send  a  small 
present  of  a  cask  of  porter  to  Dunvegan,  Raaay, 
and  Col.  I  would  not  wish  to  be  thought  forget* 
ful  of  civilities.  —  I  am.  Sir,  your  humble  servant, 

**  Sail  Johvsom.** 

On  the  6th  of  March  I  wrote  to  him,  re- 
queatinj]^  his  cottnael  whether  I  should  thu 
spring  come  to  London.  ^  I  stated  to  him  on 
tAe  one  hand  some  pecaniarr  embarrassments, 
which,  toffether  with  mj  wife  s  situation  at  that 
time,  made  me  hesitate ;  and  on  the  other,  the 
pleasure  and  improvement  which  mj  annual 
visit  to  the  metropolis  always  afforded  me; 
and  particularly  mentioned  a  peculiar  satisfac- 
tion which  I  experienced  in  celebrating  the 
festival  of  Easter  in  St.  Faults  cathedral ;  that, 
to  my  fancy,  it  appeared  like  going  up  to  Jeru- 
salem at  the  feast  of  the  Passover ;  and  that 
the  strong  devotion  which  I  felt  on  that  occa- 
sion diffused  its  influence  on  my  mind  through 
the  rest  of  the  year. 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

Mot  dated,  but  writteo  about  the  IMh  of  March. 

<*  Dkak  Sia,  —  I  am  ashamed  to  think  that 
aince  I  received  your  letter  I  have  passed  so  many 
days  without  answering  it 

**  I  think  there  is  no  great  difficulty  in  resolving 
your  doubts.  The  reasons  for  which  you  are  in- 
clined to  visit  London  are,  I  think,  not  of  sufflctcnt 
strength  to  answer  the  objections.  That  you  should 
delight  to  coma  once  a  year  to  the  fountain  of  in- 
telligence and  pleasure  is  very  natural ;  but  both 
information  and  pleasure  must  be  regulated  by 
propriety.  Pleasure,  which  cannot  be  obtained 
but  by  unseasonable  or  unsuitable  eipense,  must 
always  end  in  pain ;  and  pleasure,  which  must  be 
cigoyed  at  the  expense  of  another's  pain,  can  never 
be  such  as  a  worthy  mind  can  fiilly  delight  in. 

**  What  improvement  you  might  gain  by  coming 
to  I..ondon,  you  may  easily  supply,  or  easily  com- 
pensate, by  enjoining  yourself  some  particular  study 
at  home,  or  opening  sonse  new  avenue  to  informa- 
tion.   Edinburgh  is  not  yet  eihaustad ;  and  I  am 


I  Mr.  Fox,  as  Sir  James  Mackintosh  tolbrmed  oie,  wss 
broufhi  In  bj  Mr.  Borko,  and  thU  msetlog  st  the  club  wm 
th«  onljr  link  of  soquainuoeo  tMwsea  Mr.  Foa  and  Joha- 
•oo —  CsoKsa. 

*  k  t«  odd  that  h«  don  not  niMitlon  Mr.  Olbboa,  whose 
ndmlMUMi  wcsBt  to  havs  booi  cootMnponrj  with  atsevcoi's. 
^Csoasa. 

*  ThtoappUssleeaeef  Jehasstt*Sf«da 


sura  you  vrill  find  no  pleasure  here  vbidi  cto  it- 
serve  either  that  you  should  anticipate  any  part  ol 
your  future  fortune,  or  that  you  should  condemn 
yourself  and  your  lady  to  penurioos  frugslUy  U 
the  rest  of  the  year. 

**  I  need  not  tell  you  what  regard  yoo  ovt  to  > 
Mrs.  Bosweirs  entreaties ;  or  how  much  jou  ou^t  | 
to  study  the  happiness  of  her  who  studiei  joun 
with  so  much  diligence,  and  of  whose  kindncM  )oq  i 
enjoy  such  good  effects.  Life  csnnot  tuUist  ia  j 
society  but  by  reciprocal  concessions.  She  per-  j 
mitted  you  to  ramble  last  year ;  yon  must  pcrnui 
her  now  to  keep  you  at  home.  i 

**  Tour  last  reason  is  so  serious,  thst  I  sn  os* 
willing  to  oppose  it  Yet  you  must  rcmcmbtr, 
that  vour  image  of  worshipping  once  a  year  in  a 
certain  place,  in  imitation  of  the  Jews,  b  but  i 
comparison  }  and  nmuk  nam  eat  idemg  if  tbesnsiial 
resort  to  Jerusalem  was  a  duty  to  the  Jews,  it  v« 
a  duty  because  it  was  commanded  {  and  yen  ks«t 
no  such  command,  therefore  no  such  duty.  It  mj 
be  dangerous  to  receive  too  readily,  and  iadsift 
too  fondly,  opinions,  from  which,  perhaps,  ao  pioos 
mind  is  wholly  disengaged,  of  local  ssnetity  and 
local  devotion.  You  know  what  strange  ctfcctt' 
they  have  produced  over  a  great  part  of  the  dm- 
tian  world.  I  am  now  writing,  and  yoo,  *b« 
you  read  this,  art  reading  under  the  eye  ef  Oa- 
nipresence, 

•«  To  what  degree  fancy  is  to  be  admitud  ista 
rdigioua  ofltoes,  it  would  require  mudi  ddibmua 
to  Atermincu     I  am  for  from  intending  toCalU  ta 
exclude  it.     Fancy  is  a  foculty  bestowed  by  ow 
Creator,  and  it  is  reasonable  that  all  his  gift*  ^^^ 
be  used  to  hia  glory,  that  all  our  focultics  ibroi 
co-operate  in  hia  worship ;  but  they  are  to  co* 
operate  according  to  the  will  of  him  that  gsre  ibra. 
according  to  the  order  which  his  wisdom  has  c«a- 
blished.     As  ceremonies  prudential  or  coou'oie' 
are  less  obligatory  than  positive  oidinsac«%  « 
bodily  worship  Is  only  the  token  to  others  or  ou:- 
selves  of  mental  adoration,  ao  foncy  is  alwsyt  to  «t 
in  subordination  to  reason.  We  may  take  £u)n  if 
a  eompanion,  but  mutt  follow  reaaon  mavt^* 
We  may  allow  foncy  to  tuggast  certain  ideas  u 
certam  pUcea ;  but  reaaon  must  always  be  b«sfi 
when  ahe  tdb  us^  that  thoae  ideaa  and  tbo«  p^«^ 
have  no  natural  or  neceaaary  relation.    Vbco  vi 
enter  a  church  we  habitually  recall  to  mind  (t< 
duty  of  adoration,  but  we  must  not  omit  atuins^^ 
for  want  of  a  temple :  because  we  know,  and  aeri< 
to  remember,  that  the  Universal  Lord  b  f>'i^ 
where  present ;  and  that,  therefore:,  to  tome  to  1  m*. 
or  to  Jerusalem,  though  it  naay  be  vtefol,  csr a 
be  necessary* 

**  Thoa  I  have  answered  ycNir  latter,  and  \:f^ 
not  anawered  it  negligently.  I  love  yoo  t jo  ««'J 
to  be  careless  when  you  are  scrioua. 

•■  I  think  I  shall  be  very  diligent  next  week  i&>^ 
our  travels,  which  I  have  too  long  ncgkvted.  <—  I 
am,  dear  Sir,  your  most,  &e..       Sax.  Joasw*- 

^  Compliments  to  Bladana  and  Bfita.* 


repetltloo  of  wh«ch  bf  Dr.  Blair. 

tvnultf  than  )ustle#,  chose  lo  eotiMdar 
ortglniu  ofltoee  t  but  tt  turned 
the  ttarj.  —  Csoais. 
*  Alludtof  BTobsU 
Boman  Cathirtlea.  m 
the 
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JOHNSON  TO  BOS  WELL. 

•«]Caf  10.1774. 
«  Dili  Sib,  —  The  lady  who  ddWcn  this  has  a 
kw-miu  in  vbieh  ihe  desires  to  make  use  of  your 
ikill  ind  cloqiieDee»  and  she  seema  to  think  that 
ihe  ihall  bsTs  something  mora  of  both  for  a  recom- 
nmdatioo  from  me ;  vbicfa,  though  I  know  hov 
little  700  want  any  eitemal  incitement  to  your 
doty,  I  eonld  not  refuse  her,  because  I  know  that 
it  kest  it  will  not  hurt  her,  to  tell  you  that  I  wish 
bcr  well  —  I  am.  Sir,  your  most  humble  serrant, 

•*Sam.  Jobvsok.** 

BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

*•  Edlnburfh.  Msjr  It.  1774. 

J     "  Lord  Hailes  haa  begged  of  me  to  offer  you  his 

'  bert  rcipcets»  and  to  transmit  to  you  specimens  of 

*AnnsU  of  SeoUand,  from  the  Aooession  of  Mal- 

coIb  Kcnmora  to  the  death  of  James  V./  in  draw- 

m^  op  vhidi  his  lordship  haa  been  engaged  £at 

I  aoae  tine.   Hia  lordship  writes  to  me  thus :  —  *  If 

I  eonld  procure    Dr.  Johnson's  criticisms,  they 

I  vottJd  be  of  great  use  to  me  in  the  prosecution  of 

'  vf  work,  as  they  would  be  judicious  and  true.     I 

hmc  00  rigbt  to  ask  that  fkwour  of  hinu    If  you 

I  eoaid.  it  would  highly  oblige  me.' 

*"  Dr.  Blair  requests  yon  may  be  asaured  that  he 
)  dU  not  write  to  Loodoo  what  you  said  to  him,and 
;  cbit  aeitber  by  word  nor  letter  haa  he  made  the 
itiit  eoasplaint  ct  you ;  but,  on  the  eontrary,  has 
•  ktgb  wipest  Ibr  you,  and  lovca  you  much  move 
«ce  he  saw  you  in  Scotland.  It  would  both  divert 
«d  please  you  to  see  hia  eageiiiesa  about  this 


JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

■•  Stiwsthaa,  Jane  It.  1774. 

'  **  D&»a  81a,  —  Yesterday  I  put  the  first  sheeU 
«f  the  *  Journey  to  th«t  Hebrides 'to  the  prssk     I 

'  ksve  eodeawoorwd  to  do  yoo  some  Justice  in  the 

•  ^  paragraph.       It  will  be  one  Tolume  in  octaTO^ 

I  sot  thick. 

*  It  will  bo  proper  to  make  some  presents  in 

.  Seodaad.  Too  ahnll  lell  me  to  whom  I  shall  give ; 
■id  1  hatns  stipulated  twenty-five  for  ycni  to  give 
■  fsnr  own  nnme.  Some  will  take  the  present 
^■itr  firem  ne«  otben  better  from  you.     In  this, 

I  700  who  era  to  liwo  in  the  place  ought  to  dirsct. 
Cmndcrit.    Whntcwer  you  can  get  for  my  purpose 

,  tad  ne ;  and  moke  my  compliments  to  your  lady 

i  Md  both  the  young  onea.  —  I  am»  Sir,  your,  $te^ 

**  SiJC  JOBMSOM." 

BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

••  EdiQbartb,  June  tl.  1774. 

**  Tou  do  not  ncknowtedge  the  receipt  of  the 

'  ^triom  packets  which  I  have  sent  to  you.   Neither 

<*o  I  prevail  with  you  to  anawtr  my  letters,  though 

'  ?*s  honour  mo  vrith  rdmnu,     Tou  have  said  no- 

I  thuif  to  aae  about  poor  Goldsmith ',  nothing  about 

lasKton. 

**  I  havo  roeeiwwd  tar  you,  lirora  the  Society  fbr 
fnrpsgsting  Chriatian  Knowledge  In  Scotland,  the 


Df 


died  April  4  tbit  fear.—  Botwstt. 
Ur.  Johnton  prcMOCcd  to  the  Bwflelsn 

nrtoeint  then  Dr.  Jofaoion  wrote,  **  If 


following  Erse  books  t  — « the  New  Testament,' 
'  Baxter's  Call,*  •  The  Confiwion  of  Faith  of  tho 
Assembly  of  Divines  at  Westminster,'  •  The  Mo- 
ther's Catechism,'  *  A  Gaelic  and  English  Voca- 
bulary.'" • 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

••  Julj  4. 1774. 

**'Dkxm  Sxa,-^I  wish  you  could  have  looked 
over  my  book  bcfora  the  printer,  but  it  could  not 
easily  be.  I  suspect  some  mistakes ;  but  as  I  deal, 
perhaps,  mora  in  notions  than  in  fiwts,  the  matter 
u  not  great ;  and  the  second  edition  will  be  mended, 
if  any  such  there  be.  The  press  will  go  on  slowly 
for  a  time,  because  I  am  going  into  Wales  to- 
morrow. 

**  I  should  be  very  sorry  if  I  appeared  to  treat 
such  a  character  as  Ix>rd  Hailes  otherwise  than 
with  high  respect.  I  return  the  sheets  ',  to  which 
I  have  done  what  mischief  I  could ;  and  finding  it 
so  little^  thought  not  much  of  sending  them.  The 
narrative  is  clear,  lively,  and  short. 

<*  I  have  done  worse  to  Lord  Hailes  than  by 
neglecting  hia  sheets:  I  have  run  him  in  debt. 
Dr.  Home,  the  president  of  Msgdalen  College  in 
Oxford,  wrote  to  me  about  three  months  sgo,  that 
he  purposed  to  reprint  Walton's  Lives,  anddesircd 
me  to  contribute  to  the  work :  my  answer  wax, 
that  Lord  Hailes  intended  the  same  publication ; 
and  Dr.  Home  has  resigned  it  to  him.  His  lord- 
ship must  now  think  seriously  about  it. 

**  Of  poor  dear  Dr.  Goldsmith  thera  is  little  to 
be  told,  more  than  the  papers  have  made  public. 
He  died  of  a  fever,  I  am  afraid,  mora  riolent  by 
uneasiness  of  mind.  His  debts  began  to  be  heavy, 
and  all  hia  nsouroas  were  exhausted.  Sir  Joshua 
ia  of  opinion  that  he  owed  not  less  than  two  thou- 
sand pounds.     Was  ever  poet  so  trusted  before  ? 

'*Tou  may,  if  you  please  put  the  inscription 
thuas  — 

**  *  Maria  Seoianum  JUgima  mata  15— »  a  $ui$  in 
9xiUmm  atia  1 5  «-t  ob  hoapUA  mtei  data  IS- — .*  You 
must  find  the  years. 

■*  Of  your  second  daughter  you  certainly  gave 
the  account  yourself,  though  you  have  fbrgotten  it 
While  Mrs.  Boswell  is  well,  never  doubt  of  a  boy. 
Mn.  Thrale  brought,  I  think,  five  girls  running, 
iNit  while  I  was  with  you  she  had  a  £>y. 

•*  I  am  obliged  to  yon  fbr  all  your  pamphlets, 
and  of  the  last  I  hope  to  make  some  use.  I  made 
aome  of  the  fbrmer. .—  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  most 
afbctiooate servant,  '•Saw.  JonMsox.** 

**  My  compliments  to  all  the  three  ladies.** 

JOHNSON  TO  LANGTON, 

At  Ldtttftotu 

-  JqIj  S.  1774. 

M  DiAa  Sim,  —  Tou  have  reason  to  reproach  me 

that  I  have  left  your  last  letter  so  long  unanswered, 

but  I  had  nothing  particular  to  say.     Chambers, 

you  find,  is  gone  &r,  and  poor  Goldsmith  is  gone 


my  delay  hu  fffven  soy  rcMon  for  luppMlnf  that  I  h«v«  not 
a  wwrj  deep  miim  of  the  bODfnir  done  me  by  stklng  ny  Judg- 
ment, I  am  very  lorry.**  —  Boswiix. 
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flrach  furdiOT*  Iv0  ^led  oFft  fevVf  cxMpcfstcdf  ss 
I  beKere,  bj  th«  fcar  of  ditlreai.  He  had  tmiaed 
money  mnd  aqundcred  it,  by  ervry  ntiSce  of  ae- 
i|msition  and  Ibtly  of  etpenne.  But  let  not  his 
frailties  be  remembered ;  he  was  a  rcry  great  man. 

*'  1  hare  just  begun  to  print  my  Journey  to  the 
Hebrides,  and  am  leaviog  the  preaa  to  take  another 
jottmcy  into  Walca,  whither  Mr.  'Hirale  is  going, 
to  take  possession  oi,  at  least,  five  hundred  a  year, 
fifltn  to  his  bdy.  AH  ot  Strvotbam,  that  are  alive, 
are  well. 

**  I  have  never  reeorered  from  the  last  dreadfril 
illness ',  bat  flatter  myself  that  I  f^w  gradnalK 
better;  much,  bowerer,  yet  remains  to  mena 
mpif  iKHnrw.^ 

**  If  you  have  the  Ladn  version  of*  Busy,  curious, 
thirsty  fly,'  be  so  kind  as  to  transcribe  and  send  it; 
hot  you  need  not  be  in  kwite,  Ibr  I  riiall  be  I  know 
not  where,  for  at  least  Ave  weeks.  I  wrote  the  fol- 
lowing tetrastiek  on  poor  Goldsmith :  — 


KAsserv  wtnfHfp^  urropMBaa',  ^aeMDM^» 

**  Please  to  make  my  moat  respectful  eompfi. 
ancBts  to  all  the  ladia%  «id  remember  me  to  young 
George  and  his  msters.  I  reckon  George  begins  to 
show  a  pair  of  hecla.  Do  not  be  sullen  now,  but 
let  me  find  a  lattar  whan  I  eome  baok.  I  anw  dear 
Sir,  your  aflartionat^  humble  servant, 

••  Sax.  JoHiiaflff.** 

BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

■*  You  hava  givm  me  ■■  iusuiiptiaii  fbr  a  patlait 
«f  Mary  Qpioan  of  Seota,  in  whieh  yon,  in  a  short 
and  atrikiag  onnnsr,  point  «ut  her  hard  ftda.  But 
you  will  be  plassad  to  kacp  in  mind,  that  my  pidtnre 
is  a  representation  of  a  particular  scene  in  ber  his- 
tory ;  her  being  forced  to  resien  her  crown,  while 
she  was  imprisoned  in  the  castle  of  Lochlevin.  I 
must,  therefore,  beg  that  you  will  be  kind  enough 
to  give  me  an  inscription  suited  to  that  particular 
aaena;  or  determine  whieh  of  the  two  Ibrmcrly 
tranamitlad  to  jan  is  the  best;  and  at  any  mta, 
fcfour  ana  with  an  English  translation.  It  will  be 
daoblykiod  if  you  comply  with  my  nquattapeadity. 

**  Tour  eritioal  noim  on  the  apeeimon  of  Lond 
Haiks*a  « Annala  of  Scotland '  on  ooattant.  I 
agraod  with  you  on  every  one  of  tbana.  He 
aalf  ol^loetad  only  to  the  altarataon  of  fret  to 
in  the  pamaga  whore  he  says  that  Edwaid  'de- 
parted with  the  glory  due  to  the  conqueror  of  a 
free  people.*  He  mys,  to  call  the  Soots  btmve  would 
only  add  to  the  glory  dt  their  conqueror.  You 
will  make  allowance  for  the  national  asal  of  our 
annalist.  I  now  send  a  few  more  leaves  of  the  An- 
nals, which  I  hope  you  will  peruse,  and  return 
with  obeervationa,  as  you  did  upon  the  former  oc- 
liosid  Hailes  writes  to  ma  thus:   'Mr. 


t  Allhaaih  Ms  Lenert  asd 
•nsk  of  bli  tmfe  UIimm  m  ssrrly  **a~coM  and  eoHfh,*'  it 
wonld  HH»m  by  this  om  of  the  word  *'  drtm^M*"  fhalTl  had, 
at  MDM  timr,  Uk«n  a  more  •«r1m»  character.  We  have  no 
trace  of  anjr  Ulnets  since  that  of  ITK.  which  eoold  be  called 
ilmnrtftil,  fsosin 
a  TheGrecaror  -  Z^tri  ktne  wteref  m^am  m,^  ^  CtMtn, 
*  At  this  hat  never  been  to  mj  kaowMfls  tn—lilad,  1 
kave  attanylad  U. 


Boawell  will  bo  fdeascd  to  cxprcai  the  pttM 
sense  which  Sir  David  Dalrymple  has  of  Dr.  John* 
son^  attention  to  bis  little  spoeimcn.  The  fsnher 
riJl  show  that 


'Even  in  no  Edmm^lmtmm 

"  It  gives  me  much  plaasura  to  hssr  tbatsit* 
publioation  of  Isaac  Walton's  Lives  1%  intfodid 
You  have  been  in  a  miiAake  in  thinking  ihst  Loei 
Hailes  had  it  in  view.  I  lamember  one  omaiai. 
while  he  aat  with  you  in  my  house,  he  aid,  that 
there  abould  be  a  new  edition  of  Walton*i  Urt^i 
and  you  said  that  'they  should  be  benoted  a  Kn>.' 
This  was  all  that  passed  on  that  sufajTct  Yjj 
must,  therefore,  inform  Dr.  Home,  thst  be  miv 
resume  bis  plan.  I  enclose  a  note  conecndag  it: 
and  If  Dr.  Home  wiR  write  to  me,  all  the  anentioc 
that  I  can  give  shall  be  cheerfolly  ttstusd  spas 
what  I  think  n  pious  work,  the  fmetvstios  nd 
ainndatian  tff  Walton,  by  wboae  writiifi  1  tsvi 
been  naoflt  pMnan|py  oafla& 

BOSWELL  TO  JOHKSOK. 

*  B«Hbimh.  SfffL  iL  im 

**  Walea  baa  ptdbakty  lisiaiaad  yon  laagtr  *■ 
I  supposed.  Too  will  bavo  haauuit  qnifte  s  wrm- 
taiasar.  by  visiting  Soodand  one  yav  and  W>Sn 

bria  will  aoinplain»  if  yoti  do  not  hoosm  her  ab 
withaamofomarka.     And  I  ind  ■iisMMaiidwu. 

■midiarbadk.     Isoss. 
your  *Tonr  to  Biotimd  m^  tm 
HafaridflB.'    Migbtyounotaenimaacspybrtir 

post  as  soon  as  it  is  printed  off?  "      .       .      • 
JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 


*■  DuAn  Srm,  —  Testarday  I  ratumsd  Aeo  "! 
Welsh  Jooiney.  I  waa  sorry  to  Isase  "f.^ 
suspended  ao  long ;  but  hawing  nn  oppaelaailv  a^ 
aeeing,  with  ao  much  convonjeoee^  a  atw  p««  ^ 
the  ishind,  I  could  not  reject  it  I  hafehH«a 
llv«ofthonxcountica  of  North  Waiee:  wbA^^ 
aecn  St.  Asaph  and  Bangotf  the  two  seali  sr  wio 
biAops ;  have  bcon  upon  PconuMBBur  aad  Sm*- 
don,  and  passed  over  into  Angioma.  Birt  VM 
is  so  HtUe  diflbuot  from  Eoglaiid,  thai  it  iAi« 
nothing  to  the  spectdatiim  of  the  Uaidhr. 

*  When  t  came  bonse,  I  foond  aevcnl  af  y^ 
pnpen,  with  soma  pagca  of  Lord  Hailea*e  Am^ 
which  I  win  coonder.  I  aan  In  haste  to  gi«v  !^ 
some  aeeount  of  myselC  last  you  iboold  •u*'^ 
me  of  negligence  in  the  pressing  buooHi  wb  *■  Ij 
find  iininnniMlsri  to  my  oaae,  and  which  I  u^ 
nothii^  of  till  now,  whan  all  care  is  vain.* 

''In  the  distribution  of  my  books  I  porpa*  "' 
follow  your  advioe,  addii^  audi  as  ahaH  owar>»a«^ 
I  am  not  pleased  with  your  notes  of  msmtn^ 
addM  to  your  names,  for  I  hope  I  thaO  aA».' 
raffget  thorn. 


lias.  07«,«to 
a  wa>ka« or  isiiif  ~ 
trend,  ftw  he  In  an 


Or 

With  rev( 


«  I  had  writtan  to  hha,  to 
hsV  At  a  convict,  who  1 


r 
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I  \mm  mmwi  fbnr  Ewt  boefci,  wittotft 

aad  wuafmA  thM  liwy  mm  intMidcd  far 

I  the  OdM  ibMry.     If  that  k  tlw  mftnCiM,  I 

ttakkvil  tefvoptrtoadd  tfMaNtiiaaliMlHi, 

ad  wteMcr  ilat  b  prinidl  in  fintb  that  the  pm- 

i'  aataif  6teonqpilfllCb     The  Aowu^  — iihwiM 

bcaU. 

"  I  rah  jM  Miild  kai«  nad  tha  baok  tofore  it 

I  ra>  priotc^  hut  our  distance  does  not  eanly  pcr- 

I  ait  it.    I  wn  wny  Lord  Hailes  docs  not  intend 

I  t»  publnh  Walton  ;  I  am  afraid  it  will  not  be  done 

mwtll  if  it  be  done  at  all.     1  purpoae  now  to  drive 

I  tlie  boiik  Ibrward.     Make  my  compitments  to  Mrs. 

Beivcll,  aad  let  me  bear  often  fnom  yoo.     I 


( 


SajL  JoHmoa.** 


Thit  tour  to  Waki,  irUcb  was  mde  m  oom- 
ptaj  vitii  Mr^  Mn.  [and  Min]  Tlirale,  thoogb 
t  no  donbt  contribvited  to  tns  health  and 
aaneaient,  £d  imA  give  «ii  occasion  to  such  a 
fiscnrfiTe  exercise  of  his  mind  as  tnir  tour  to 
tfe  Hebrides.  I  do  not  find  that  he  kept  anr 
jountl  or  notes  of  what  he  saw  there.  Afi 
tlttt  I  hesrd  him  say  of  it  was,  that  ^instead 
cfblesk  and  bsoren  monntaina,  there  were 
gnni  sad  fertfle  ones;  and  lliat  one  of  the 
nides  in  Wales  wonld  contun  aH  tiie  casdes 
tint  he  had  seen  in  Scotland.**  > 
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ssialakan  la  sopposliit  thai  Mmaan 

:  amttm^oMnuj, h< kept 

Uoi  aa  that  which  Mr.  Bmwell 

irlsit  to  Parte,  otd  as  ample 

be  tmmdtd  bit  **  Jbwiwf  l»  Mr 

bj  his  •erranc.  Barber,  mA 

*s  rasaaitli  fo  not  knows ;  bat 

la  MIL  bf  Mr.  Dappe.  aad  wilb  bte 

bf  aM,  ur  the  porpoM  **  of  flllina  up  '* 

'  )  **  that  tbasiB  bi  tbo  Ufis  of 

to  sopBlir.**    1  hava 

Pepiia'i  own  nolat,  andsonw  othan 

pf  Mn,  FlossI,  fai  MS.,  too  baa  fbr 

a  tfbaplcr  to  JobMoe's  Hfe.  sad 


wa  ofaanDars.lfiMtTflr7laiportaat,at 

bw  oaleiad.    Aeol1atbmortbeorl|teal 

~  le  Mr.  Marrv.  lior  Mr.  WT<sbt*t 

the  Bav.  ArebSaaooe 


r.  Ihippirstiaa.~CaoKaa,  I8SS. 

an  apntkocary,  and  rSiaSBd  to 

msMarable  cotloctloo  nf  antl- 

woiUs  of  art.— 


t  otlWstbne  he  14««d  at  LidiSeld, 

SB  a  phjtIcUo  from  the  year  IHS. 

MM  aad  DitTinn  had  oow  one  or 

BCraag  dlllike  sobstocad  bstwsen 


BIAET.  — 1774. 

Tuesday,  July  5,  —We  left  Streathaa  11 
4.  M.  —  Pnoe  <^  four  horses  two  ahilliMge  a 
mik.  —  fiamet  1  40"  f.m.  — On  tlie  xoad  I 
read  Tallj*s  fipisaes— At  night  at  DnnstobU. 

Wednuday,  July  6.  —  To  Lichfield,  eif^^f- 
three  miles.    To  the  Swan. 

Thmndm,  Jidy  7.— IV>  Mrs.  Porter's  — To 
the  cathedhnd— To  Mrs.  Aston*8  — To  Mr. 
Green's '  -*-  Mr.  6reen*s  musewn  was  mach 
admired,  and  Mr.  Kewton*s  china. 

Friday,  July  «.  —To  Mr.  Newton's  —  To 
Mrs.  Cobb*s — Dr.  Darwin*s  ' — I  went  again 
to  Mrs.  Aston*8.    She  was  sony  to  part. 

SatMrday,  July  9.— Breakfasted  at  Mr.Gar- 
rick*s  ♦  —  Visited  Miss  Vyse  *  —  Miss  Seward« 
—Went  to  Dr.  Taylor's  Tat  Ashbouml— I 
read  a  little  on  the  road  m  Tally's  Epistles 
and  Martial  — Mart  8th,  44.,  £iia  pro  Umo,'' 

Sktmday,  July  10.  —  Morning,  at  church. 
Company  «t  dinner. 

MamimK  July  11.  —  At  Dam  — At  Oakover 
— I  was  less  pleased  with  Dam  than  when  I 
saw  it  first;  but  my  friends  were  much  de- 
lighted. 

Tueidau,  July  12.  —  At  Chatsworth.  —  The 
water  wiUow' — The  cascade  shot  out  from 
many  gpputs  —  The  fountains  —  The  water 
tree — The  smooth  floors  in  the  hiehest  rooms' 
—  Atlas  fifteen  hands  inch  and  half '^ — River 
nmniiu^  through  the  park  —  The  porticoes  on 
the  si(Ks  supjxurt  two  galleries  for  the  first 
floor  —  My  n>iends  were  not  stmdcinththe 
honse  —  It  fell  below  my  ideas  of  the  iumituxe 
— Hie  stshrcase  is  in  uie  comer  of  the  house 
— The  hall  in  the  comer  the  rrandest  room, 
though  onlyaroomof  passasre — On  the  ground- 
floor,  only  the  chutd  and  Dreakfi»t-room,  and 
a  small  library ;  the  rest^  servants*  rooms  and 
oflices  —  A  bad  ion. 

Wednesday,  July  13.  —  At  Matlock. 

7*AiirsdSsy,  July  14.  — At  dinner  at  Oak- 
over  ;  too  deaf  to  hefur,  or  much  oonverse  — 
Mrk  Cell  —  The  chapel  at  Oakover  —  The 


1>r.  Darwin  Mad  April  IS.  IMI,  to  bis  siaty-ntatb 
year — Thff^A, 

«  **  Bster  Gflfrick,  the  elder  brother  of  DstM.  I  tbtok  be 
was  an  atlenay,  bat  be  ssawsd  to  bwd  an  Independent  life, 
and  lalbed  all  aboot  Ssbtaf.  Dr.  Johosoa  advised  fatal  to 
read  Waitamfi  An0er^  repeottof  some  Tesaes  fron  it.*'_ 
Ftont  Jwoa  ^^  vsaasa. 

•  Danriiisr  af  Arcbdaaeon  Vjsa,  wife  afterwards  or  Madaa. 
Bishop  of  Pctorboroush .  ^  Caoaaa . 


*  **  Dr.  Johnson  would  not  siiflbr  ase  to  sneak  to  Miss 

Nuness 
then.  ~  Cat 


Seward.** — Piosmi  MS.    So  early  was  the  oodness  between 


T  In  the  edMan  of  Martial,  wMcb  be  wesreadi^,  the  tost 
aperdoftbellne 

**  Deioat,  at  leate  spleudeaBal  tarhida  ttan,** 
t,  mlsprtoced  Mno.  —  CaeBaa. 
•  *«TlMi«wa*awMer-worfcatCh8tawe«fbwtllia< 


eVery  boof  b  of  a  willow  tiaa.     I 

(Miss  Tbrsia),  then  tea  yessi  old.  was  the  nunt 

It  «r  any  of  the  party.*'  ^  Honi  MB —  Oaoaaa 


ranv  ori 


I 


patoswUb  tba 


•  Old  aab  Boers  polished  by  n 
wondered  that  tliey  sboald  tika 
-~  P4ani  MS. — Oaoaaa. 

>•  TMa  was  a  raep-borse,  whtcb  was  rery  I 
very  gvntta.  and  allraetod  soameh  of  Dr.  Jobnsoa^  attention, 
thai  be  said,  ''of  all  the  Dnbe*s 
best.*'— DUPTA. 


I  like  Atlas 
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wood  of  the  pews  notBly  painted  —  I  could 
not  read  the  epiti^ — Would  learn  the  old 
hands. 

Friday^  Jtdy  15.  —  At  Ashboum  —  Mrs. 
Dyott  and  her  daughters  came  in  the  morning 
—  Mr.  Djott  *  dln^  with  us  — We  visited  Mr. 
Flint. 

Th  rpnhf  4t  Mo«wc»y  ot^^mi  "MiavkXn  Ixcf."' 

Saturday^  Jtdv  16.  —  At  DoTedale,  with  Mr. 
Langlej  '  and  Mr.  Flint.  It  is  a  place  that 
deserves  a  visit ;  but  did  not  answer  my  ex- 
pectation. The  river  is  small^  the  rocks  are 
grand.  Rejnard^s  Hall  is  a  cave  very  high  in 
uie  rock ;  it  soes  backward  several  yards,  per* 
haps  eight  To  the  left  is  a  small  opening, 
through  which  I  crept,  and  found  anotiber 
cavern,  perhaps  four  yards  square ;  at  the  back 
was  a  breach  yet  smaller,  which  I  could  not 
easily  have  entered,  and,  wanting  light,  did  not 
inspect.  I  was  in  a  cave  vet  higher,  called 
Reynard*!  Kitehen.  There  is  a  rocic  called  the 
Church,  in  which  I  saw  no  resemblance  that 
could  iustify  the  name.  Dovedale  is  about  two 
miles  long.  We  walked  towards  the  head  of 
the  Dove,  which  is  said  to  rise  about  five  miles 
above  two  caves  called  the  Dog-holes,  at  the  end 
of  Dovedale.  In  one  place,  where  the  rocks 
approached,  I  proposed,  to  build  an  arch  from 
rock  to  rock  over  the  stream,  with  a  summer- 
house  upon  it.  The  water  murmured  pleasantly 
among  the  stones.  —  I  thought  that  the  heat 
and  exercise  mended  m^  hearing.  I  bore  the 
fatigue  of  the  walk,  which  was  very  laborious, 
without  inconvenience. — There  were  with  us 
Gilpin  ^  and  Parker.*  Having  heard  of  this 
place  before,  I  had  formed  some  imperfect  idea, 
to  which  it  did  not  answer.  Brown*  says  he 
was  disappointed.  I  certainly  expected  a  larger 
river  where  I  found  only  a  dear  quick  brook. 
I  believe  I  had  imaged  a  valley  enclosed  by 
rocks,  and  terminate  by  a  broad  expanse  of 
water.  He  that  has  seen  Dovedale  has  no  need 
to  visit  the  Highlands.  —  In  the  afternoon  we 
visited  old  Mrs.  Dale.*! 

July  17. — Sunday  morning,  at  church*— 
Ka0  [ofHTic]  • — Aflemoon  at  Mr.  Dyott*s. 

Afanday,  Jutu  18.  ->  Dined  at  Mr.  GelFs.* 

Tuaday,  July  19.  —  We  went  to  Kedlestoa 
to  see  Lord  Scardale*s  new  house,  which  is  very 
costly,  but  ill  contrived — The  hall  is  very 


1  TiMDyoCU  ar«  a  rctpfctable  And  wMlthjr  flmllv.  fUU 
mUUng  nrar  LIcbSeM.  Th«  rovallat  who  thoC  l^ord  Brook* 
when  uwuUiny  St.  Chad'i  Caincdr*!.  In  LichScM.  on  8c 
Chad'!  day,  U  Mid  to  hat*  been  a  Mr.  Dyott.—  CaoKta. 

*  **  More  bore  awar  the  flrst  crown  of  the  Muies,  Bnunu 
the  tecond.  and  Mlcyllai  has  tho  third.**  MkrjrUiitl  roal 
Bamo  was  MoUmtr  g  mo  hit  article  In  B%if.  Hie ' 
was  Dt  re  Jifrtrt'ca.*'  —  Caostm. 

*  The  Rev.  Mr.  IjkngXej  was  maaCer  of  Uie 
•cbool  at  Ashboamj  a  near  nelirhbour  of  Dr.  TajW'i.  ImU 
BOC  alwarc  on  friendir  terma  with  Mm  s  which  lued  to  per- 
plex their  ciimraon  friend  Jobnion. «-  Cauftia. 

«  Mr.  c;ilpin  was  an  accocnplifh«^l  jroiith.  at  thii  tfioeaa 
onder-fraduate  at  Oxford.  Hit  faihrr  was  an  (4d  tltverunith 
•ear  Lincoln**  liin  FiekU.  —  Hitnxi  AfS.—  Caoaia. 

»  John  Parker,  of  Brownshulme,  in  Lancaahlre,  Baq.— 

DUP»A. 


itatdy,  lighted  by  three  skyl^ts;  itlisitvo 
rows  of  marble  pillars,  dug,  as  I  besr,  from 
Langley,  in  a  qusrry  of  Northiinpt<Mwiliire ;  tke 
pillars  are  very  large  and  msMy,  sad  tske  up 
too  much  room :  they  were  better  awaj.  Be- 
hind the  hall  is  a  circular  saloon,  useleM,  tod 
therefore  ill  contrived  —  The  oomdon  Uu: 
join  the  wings  to  the  bodv  are  mere  psamga 
through  segments  of  circles  — The  itste  bei- 
chamber  was  very  richly  furnished  —  IV 
dining  parlour  was  more  splendid  with  gil: 
plate  than  any  that  I  have  seen — There  were 
mmy  pictures  —  The  grandeur  was  sll  beiow 
—  llie  bedchambers  were  small,  low,  dui,  ind 
fitter  for  a  prison  than  a  house  of  tpleodour— 
The  kitchen  haaan  opening  into  the  gsUeiT,bT 
which  its  heat  and  its  fumes  are  dinned  over 
the  house  —  There  seemed  in  the  whole  Di>re 
cost  than  judgment.  —  We  went  then  to  the 
silk  mill  at  Derby,  where  I  remarked  a  par- 
ticular manner  of  propagalins;  motioo  from  a 
horizontal  to  a  vertical  wheel — We  were^ 
sired  to  leave  the  men  only  two  shtUiogi  — 
Mr.  Thrale's  bill  at  the  inn  for  dinner  w« 
eighteen  shillings  and  tenpenoe.— AtniJiiil 
went  to  Mr.  Langley*s,  Mrs.  Wood*t,  {a^ 
AsUe,  &c 

WedMesday^  Jyly  30.— We  left  Ashboon^ 
and  went  to  Buxton — Thence  to  PooTs  Hole. 
which  is  narrow  at  first,  but  then  rises  into  t 
high  arch ;  but  is  so  obatmcted  wit^  cn^ 
that  it  is  difficult  to  walk  in  it— There  tre 
two  ways  to  the  end,  which  is,  they  nr*  »ii 
hundred  and  fifty  yards  iroai  the  bmU- 
They  take  passengers  up  the  kighv  v*7*  ""^ 
bring  them  back  the  lower — The  higiier  viy 
was  so  difficult  and  dangerous,  thst,  kavis; 
tried  it,  I  desisted — I  found  no  level  psn.* 
At  night  we  came  to  Maeelerfdd,  a  vcrj  \uit 
town  m  Cheshire,  little  known— It  hsi  s  >ai 
mill :  it  has  a  handsome  diuiek,  whicK  brv 
ever,  is  but  a  chapel,  for  the  town  beko|^  » 
Anne  parish  of  another  aame  [FkeilbarT].  • 
Stourbridge  lately  did  to  Cti  Swiafa>i- 
Macclesfield  has  a  town*hall,  and  is,  I  mfft'^ 
a  corporate  town. 

I%Mr9day,  My  21.— We  eane  to  Coacif 
ton,  where  there  is  likewise  a  silk  mifl— T^ 
to  Middlewich,  a  mean  old  town,  without  isf 
manufacture,  but,  I  think,  a  ^^f'^^Z 
Thence  we  proceeded  to  NampCwKh,  a  «m 
town :  from  the  inn,  I  saw  aeaioely  aar  M 


•  Mn.  PkMtl  -  rather  thooght"  that  IMi  w«  Ta^^'* 
Bmwme,  whoae  opinhio  on  a  potol  eC  laadae^^'.  r*  "V* 
gathered  from  Gilpin  or  Parker,  Jehneea  ihcofM  ««« 
reooidloc. .—  CaoKsa. 

r  MrTbale  wat  at  thU  Ume  « — IHwa.       .  .    .    v^ 

•  Throughout  UiU  dlaiy  he  veUt  hi*  MCka  ef  ^^ 
In  the  learned  lanfiiefea — Onra.  la  eoe  ef  hn  >■  »2 
escuiing  himself  to  Mrs.  Thrale  far  BMrillnr  *^*_~^ 
tail!  of  hit  InSrailiet,  he  tMx$. "  that  Dr.  LeotM  •^ 
•ay  that  Medical  tmtla«  iWdd  to  alwaya  m  IM»  ' 
Caoaaa.  .^.. 

«  Mr.  Cell,  of  Ronton  HalU  Uie  fhtheroT  Mr  WiTjo  <^ 
Wf  II  known  for  hit  Topofraphjr  M  Trey  —  Ifc^r •       ,  _^ 

>•  It  would  Men.  that  fnm  the  SUb  lolhe  V^,  iv  •» 
quartrr  ci  the  partf  wtre>at  Aihboum.  wbaer  tary  iv 
made  tiM  several  eacursioos  ttocedi— I 
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biick  timber  houses — I  tasted  the  brine  water, 
which  contains  much  more  salt  than  the  t<ea 
vster^Bj  slow  evaporation,  they  make  large 
(Tftbia  of  salt;  bj  quick  boiling,  small  granu- 
btioDS'It  seoned  to  have  no  other  prepara- 
(iofL  At  erening  we  came  to  Combermere  \ 
» ctUed  from  a  wide  lake. 

Pridmf,  July  22. — We  went  upon  the  mere 
—/  polled  a  bnlmsh  of  about  ten  feet — I  saw 
BO  ooDTenient  boats  upon  the  mere. 
&tet&iy,  /dfy  23.— -We  visited  Lord  Kii- 
(  norej's  house ' — It  is  large  and  convenient, 
with  many  rooms,  none  of  which  are  magni* 
fieeotlT  spacious — The  furniture  was  not 
•plendid — The  bed-curtains  were  guarded' — 
Lord  Kilmmey^  showed  the-  place  with  too 
smrfa  ttnilution — He  has  no  park,  and  little 
viter. 

Sadmf^  My  24. — We  went  to  a  chapel, 
biuh  by  Sir  Lynch  Cotton  for  his  tenants — It 
a  OMMeenited,  and  therefore,  I  suppose,  en- 
4oir«d — It  is  ne«t  and  plain — The  communion 
pJate  ii  handsome ^-It  nas  iron  pales  and  gates 
of  great  degaace,  brought  from  Lleweney, 
**<«  Robert  has  laid  all  omn."  ^ 

[Mcmday,  Jwfy  25.1  —  We  saw  Hawkestone, 
the  teat  of  Sir  Rowland  Hill,  and  were  con- 
ducted br  Miss  Hill  over  a  large  tract  of 
neb  ana  woods;  a  region  abounding  with 
Knkinff  seeoea  and  terrific  grandeur.  We 
V0V  ahrays  on  the  brink  of  a  precipice,  or  at 
the  foot  of  a  lofty  rock ;  but  tne  steeps  were 
•eUoB  naked:  in  many  places,  oaks  of  un- 
fommoa  maffnitude  shot  up  from  the  crannies 
*f  fURM ;  anS  where  there  were  not  tall  trees, 
tWc  were  ludenroods  and  bushes.  Round 
(h«  roeks  is  a  narrow  patch  cut  upon  the  stone, 
vhieb  is  very  fWxiQently  hewn  into  steps ;  but 
1^  has  pitweeded  no  further  than  to  make  the 
nutmun  of  wonders  safely  accessible.  The 
vhole  dremt  ia  tomewhal  laborious ;  it  is  ter- 
•msted  bj  «  grotto  cut  in  a  rock  to  a  great 
ntent,  with  many  windtnga,  and  supported  by 
pilsn,  not  hewn  into  regularity,  but  such  as 
mieate  the  aporta  of  nature,  bj  asperities  and 
(  pfoinberaiioea.  The  place  is  without  any 
I  <Hiiipnfsip  and  woold  afford  an  habitation  not 
I  VKomfbrtable.  There  were  from  space  to 
i  <pwe  seats  in  the  rock.  Though  it  wants 
I  VBto*,  it  ezeeb  Doredale  by  the  extent  of  its 
pmpecta,  the  ewfulness  of  its  shades,  the 
I  ■VTws  of  its  preeipioes,  the  verdure  of  its 


I 


4k 


*• 


of  Sir  Ljnch  Saltubory  Cotton, 

hit  fnmdMHi,  from  whieh  plaeo 

U  vtaiMb  on  the  ilte  of  an  old  abbof  of 

Tbo   lafco,  or  raer«.  It  about  thro* 

loM,  biu  of  BO  great  width.  —  Dopfa. 

IMl.m  flhropthira DorrA. 

a  wear  or  accident  bjr  beinc  eorered 
tal  i  or,  perhapt,  at  Mr.  Lockhart 
Uwe^an  old  meanlog  of  the  word 


Vlteoont  Ktlmoref .  ^  CtoBn. 

tarn  of   Sh"  Ljmch  SalatbniT 

Bf  al  thlt  thoe.  — DOPTA.    Au 

a  haodred  yean  ago,  endoaed 

there  were  generally  *'  Iron  palet 

bi^Dodoobc,  •* laid aU open ^by 


hollows,  and  the  loftiness  of  its  rocks:  the 
ideas  which  it  forces  upon  the  miud  are  the 
sublime,  the  dreadful,  and  the  vast.  Above  is 
inaccessible  altitude,  below  is  horrible  pro- 
fundity ;  but  it  excels  the  garden  of  Bam  only 
in  extent.  Dam  has  grandeur,  tempered  witn 
softness;  the  walker  con^tulates  his  own 
arrival  at  the  place,  and  is  srieved  to  think 
that  he  must  ever  leave  it.  As  he  looks  up  to 
the  rocks,  his  thoughts  are  elevated;  as  he 
turns  his  eves  on  the  valleys,  he  is  composed 
and  soothed.  He  that  mounts  the  precipices 
at  Hawkestone  lironders  how  he  came  thither, 
and  doubts  how  he  shall  return.  His  walk  is 
an  adventure,  and  his  departure  an  escape. 
He  has  not  the  tranquillity,  but  the  horror,  of 
solitude ;  a  kind  of  turbulent  pleasure,  between 
fright  and  admiration.  Ham  is  the  fit  abode 
of  pastoral  virtue,  and  might  properly  diffuse 
its  shades  over  nymphs  and  swains.  Hawke- 
stone can  have  no  fitter  inhabitants  than  giants 
of  mighty  bone  and  bold  emprise;  men  of 
lawless  courage  and  heroic  violence.  Hawke- 
stone should  be  described  by  Milton,  and  Ham 
by  Parnell. — Miss  Hill  showed  the  whole  suc- 
cession of  wonders  with  great  civility.  The 
house  was  magnificent,  compared  with  the 
rank  of  the  owner.* 

Tuesday,  Jii2y26.  — We  left  Combermere, 
where  we  have  been  treated  with  great  civility 

—  Sir  L.  is  gross,  the  lady  weak  and  i^orant 

—  The  house  is  spacious,  but  not  magnificent ; 
built  at  different  tunes,  with  different  materiab ; 
pait  is  of  timber,  part  of  stone  or  brick,  plas- 
tered and  painted  to  look  like  timber  — ^It  is 
the  best  house  that  ever  I  saw  of  that  kind  — 
The  mere,  or  lake,  is  large,  with  a  small  island, 
on  which  there  is  a  summer-house,  shaded  with 
l^at  trees ;  some  were  hollow,  and  have  seats 
m  their  trunks.  —  In  the  afternoon  we  came 
to  West-Chester;  (my  father  went  to  the 
fair  when  I  had  the  small-pox.)  We  walked 
round  the  walls'',  which  are  complete,  and  con- 
tain one  mile  three  c^uarters,  ana  one  hundred 
and  one  yards ;  withu  them  jire  many  gardens : 
they  are  very  high,  and  two  may  walk  verj 
commodiously  side  by  side  —  On  the  inside  is 
a  rail  ^  There  are  towers  from  space  to  space, 
not  very  frequent,  and  I  think  not  all  com- 
plete. 

Wednesday,  My  27.  —  We  staid  at  Chester 
and  saw  the  cathedral,  which  is  not  of  the  first 


ptottiatlng  the  wallt ;  and  the  palet  and  gatet,  thut  beeome 
utelett,  had  been  trantferred  to  the  church.  -~  Cbokib. 

*  The  whole  of  thit  pattage  tt  to  Inflated  and  pompout, 
that  it  lookt  more  Uke  a  burletque  of  Johnton't  ttyle  than 
hit  own  trarelUng  notet.  •->  CaoKia 

f  It  would  teem  that  a  quarrel  between  Johnton  and  Mrt. 
Thrale  took  plaee  at  Cketier,  tor  the  wrttet  to  Mr.  Duppa — 
**  Of  thOM  ahfaUd  wallt  Dr  Johnton  might  have  learned 
the  extent  from  any  one.  He  hat  tloce  put  me  fairly  out  of 
eountenance  by  taytng,  *  I  haTe  known  n^p  mMm»  fifteen 
years,  and  never  taw  her  fklrly  oat  of  humour  but  on  Chester 
wall ; '  it  wat  bccante  he  would  keep  Mitt  Thrale  beyond 
her  hour  of  going  to  bed  to  walk  on  the  wall,  where,  from 
the  want  of  Tight,  1  apprehended  tome  aeddant  to  her'— 
pettaape  to  him.*'— Pioai  MS,  -m  Caoasa. 
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SMik  —  The  oMtiB.  In  one  of  th»  rooms  tha 
SMixea  are  held,  and  the  refectory,  of  the  old 
ftbbejy  of  which  peri  ii  a  gnumiiBr-flohool  — 
The  maeCer  seemed  gUd  to  aee  me — The 
ekuBter  ia  verj  aolemn. ;  ovev  it  are  chambers 
in  which  the  aingin^  men  live— In  one  part  of 
the  street  was  a  subteraaneaa  arch«  veriF 
fltvongly  built ;  in  another^  what  they  called,  X 
believe  rightly  »  RomaiL  hjrpocaust  — Chester 
has  maoT  cunoaitiesb 

J^ursdoff^  My  28.  — We  entered  Wales, 
dined  at  Mould,.  and>aame  to  Lleweney.^ 

Friday^  Jutjf  29«  —  We  were-  at  Lleweney 

—  In  the  lawn  at  Llewene j  is  a  spring  of  fine 
water,  which  rises  above  the  surfaoe  into  a 
stone  basin,  from  which  it  mas  to  waste,  in  a 
continual  stream,  through  a  pipe  —  There  are 
very  large  trees  —  The  hall  at  Lleweney  is 
forty  feet  long^  and  twenty^eiflht  broad  — The 
dining-parlours  thirty-six  feetTone,  andtwentv- 
six  broad  —  It  is  partly  sashe^  and  partly 
has  casements. 

Saturdav^  Jit^SO.  —  We  went  to  BAch  y 
Graig*,  where  we  fi)und  an  old  house,  built 
1567,  in  an  uncommon  and  incommodious  fbrm 

—  My  mistress  chattered  about  tinng,  but  I 

gnovailed  on  her  to  go  to  the  top  —  The  floors 
Qve  been  stolen :  the  windows  are  stopped— 
The  house  was  less  than  I  seemed  to  expect  — 
The  river  Clwyd  is  &  brook  with  a  bndge  of 
one  arch,  about  one  third  of  a  mile  '  —  The 
woods  have  many  trees,  generally  young ;  but 
some  which  seem  to  decoy  —  They  have  been 
lopped— The  house  never  had  a  garden — The 
aaaition  of  another  story  would  make  an  useful 
house,  but  it  cannot  be  ereat — Some  buildings 
which  Clough,  the  founder,  intended  for  ware* 
houscs,  womd  make  store-chainbera  and  ser- 
vants* rooms — The  ground  seems  to  be  good 
— - 1  wish  it  welL 

Svhdaw^  July  31.  —  We  went  to  church  at 
8t  Asaph  —  The  cathedral,  though  not  huve, 
has  something  of  dignity  and  grandeur — Toe 
eross  aisle  is  vary  short  —  It  has  scaroelv  any 
momunents  —  The  qpiire  has,  I  think,  thirty- 
two  stalls  of  antique  workmanship  —  On  toe 
backs  were  Canomcua,  Prebend,  Cancellarius, 
Thesanrarius,  Prsscentor. —  The  constitution 
I  do  not  know,  but  it  hsis  all  the  usual  tides 
and  dignities  —  The  service  was  sung  only 
in  the  rsalms  and  Hymns — ^The  bishop  [Dr. 
Shipley]  was  very  civil  — We  went  to  his 
palace,  which  is  but  mean — They  have  a  li- 
Drary,  and  design  a  room  —  There  lived  Lloyd 
and  DodwelL^ 
Momdajf^  Augutt  L  —  We  visited  Denbigh, 


1  IMmenfAmU,  ts  1  b«v«  alrnidyobwrvad,  wm  the  mi- 
denoa  of  Robart  Cotton.  Raq..  Mr*.  ThnJr'xwuto-gBnnM. 
Urn  Mr.  and  Mr*.  TbraU  uS  Dr.  Jokn«M  «Um1  chrM 
VMka,  BMktnff  Ttftlu  and  iborl  oicuraloiw  In  tbm  Mtghboiir- 
hood  and  turrounding  country. .—  Caoann. 

*  Thto  «aa  iha  manMon-bouao  of  the  aatalt  whioh  had 
fhllao  lo  Mrs.  Thralr.  and  wai  tho  oaiuo  of  thlt  vblt  to 
Walaa.  tner«<dible  a*  tl  majr  appear.  It  It  onrtain  that  this 
lady  laportMl  from  Italy  a  nephew  of  Ptoaara,  nd*  makiof 
him  auumr  her  maiden  name  of  Smfiuhmm,  heqiialhiiirt  lo  ihia 
(If  the  did  not  five  It  in  her  Ufo-tlme)  tbto  ancient 


and  the  remains  of  its  castle — Hhe  town  ooa- 
sists  of  one  main  stawet^  sad  soma  that  crw  it, 
whksh  I  have  not  seen  —  The  chief  smi 
ascends  with  a  onick  rise  for  a  graat  loifEtli; 
the  houses  are  built  some  with  xw^  itoM, 
some  with  brick,  and  a  few  are  of  Umber— 
The  castle,  with  its  whole  eBfihMue»  ku  been 
a>  prodiffious  pile ;  it  is  now  so  rained  that  the 
form  of  the  inhabited  pact,  oanot  euilv  be 
traced  —  There  aroi  as  ia  all  old  buildiogt, 
said  to  be  extensive  vaults^  which  ths  nui»  ot' 
the  upper  works  cover  and  oonosal,  bat  into 
which  boys  sometimes  find  aw^ — Tocksc 
all  passages,  and  trace  the  whole  of  wbitn- 
mains,  w4»uld  require  much  labour  and  espeise 
—  We  saw  a  church,  which  was  once  tJie 
ohapel  of  the  castle,  but  b  used  b;  the  um; 
it  is  dedicated  to  St.  Hilary,  and  has  so  incoos 

of  about .    Atxsmalldistanosiitbc 

ruin,  of  achurohsaid  to  have  bteabapsbf 
the  ^;reat  Earl  of  Lewester,  and  kft  an&niik«i 

at  his  death  —  One  aide,  and  I  think  tkc  m* 
end,  are  yet  standing  — There  was  a  Mom  a 
the  wall  over  the  doonsaj,  which» it  «aft»ti 
would  fall  and  crush  tlie  best  sdiolsr  intbf 
diooese  —  One  Price  would  not  paasnaderit 
They  have  taken  it  down-^  We  then  isv  (be 
chapel  of  Lleweney,  founded  by  one  of  the 
Salusburies :  it  is  very  oompUte;  ths  nwoo 
mental  stones  lie  in  the  ground — AduBovf 
has  been  added  to  it,  but  it  is  otharwue  va 
muoh  injured,  and  might  be  easily  rmirei— 
We  went  to  the  parish  ohurch  of  l>eabi£^ 
whicli,  being  near  a  mile  fioom  the  town,  n 
only  used  when  the  parish  officers  are  duMS 
—In  the  chapel,  on  Sundaysi  the  senicv  » 
read  thrice,  the  second  tame  only  in  £og^-»tf 
the  first  and  third  in  Welsh— The  biahd^fsn* 
to  survey  the  castle,  and  viatod  tikevnit  Sw 
Hilary*s  chapel,  which  ia  that  which  the  uju 
uses — The  hay-bam,  built  with  brick  pil^ 
fix>m  spaoe  to  space,  and  covemd  with  a  n^'^ 
---A  more  elegant  and    lofty  howl^rbi 
rivers  here  are  mere  torrontai  which  are  sad> 
denly  swelled  by  the  nin  to  grsat  bffsarith  mi 
great  violence,  but  have  very  little  cumttt^ 
stream;  suoh  are  the  Clwyd  and  the  £1«? " 
There  are  yet  no  mountnins— 'The  gnMni 
is  beautifully  embelli^ed  with  woods»  snd  'itr 
versified  by  inequalities— > In  the  parish  chunk 
of  Denbigh  is  a  has  ralief  of  Llovd  the  tfti- 
(|ttary,  who  was  before  ^nrn^TS — fie  is 
ing  at  his  prayers.^ 

TWsdtav,  Aar,  2.  —  We  rode  to  a  ss 
house  of  Mr.  Cotton,  which  has  a  very  t^*-^** 
sive  prospect ;  it  is  meanly  Imilt,  and  onatir 


ktHroonlal  eataK  t*  the  i 


*  Meantnf,  pr«bah||w 
— .CnoKn. 

*  Uo}6  was  ralMd  lo  the  ■••  of 
waaooeortheaevmi  Mahena     I 
Aug.  ao.  1717.  ~  I>od»ell  vm  n  ^ 
and  an  toMmaCe  frfiiid  oT  LlBf«. . 

>  Humphry  Uvfd  m»  a 
»era  a*  a  phriielan.  and  alM 

UsdMiasa— 


[ 
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My  diipoaed  — We  wrnkt  to  DTmerahioii 
churek,  wkere  the  old  clerk  acknowledged  hii 
mtatn-^Jt  'i»-  the  perish  church  of  Bftch  j 
Gfdf;  •  men  fiibrio;.  Mr.  Seiusfanrj  f^in^ 

Jm  /ourtcen  fleet*  in  it^    Ae  ire  nde  b}s  I 

looked  at  the  house  a^n  — We  savr  Llannoreh, 

ftkouM  not  neea,  with  a^nmdl  perk  totj  well 

Mfoetf —  There  wac  ao  ayenoe  ofoaksf  which, 

in  tfooUsk  oompliaDce  with-  the  present  mode, 

hit  bsflB  cot  down  — A.  few  are  yet  standing ; 

tk  ownar'a  name  is  Dftvtes — The  wmy  lay 

tkraof  hpleaaant  lanca^  and  oyeFloeked.a  region 

buotifiiUy  diversified'  with  treea  and  grass^ 

it  Dfwtickkai  cbnrdi  there  ia  Bngliah  servioe 

oalj  oBoeanonth — thia  ia  about  twen^  miles 

fivatfaeEoglisli  border — The  old  clerk  had 

I  psit  sppearanee  of  joy  at  the  sight  of  his 

I  mttnnt  vi^  fbnliahly  said,  that  he  was  now 

f  nOiogtodie  —  Hk  had  only  a  orown  given 

i  him  by  my  Miatvese*— At  Dymerchion  ohurch 

]  tht  texts  on  the  wells  are  in  WeUi. 

I     Wedmmimg^  A%ig.  3. — ^We  went  in  the  ooaofa  to 

Bolmil-.Talk  with,  miatrese  about  flattery  ^ 

— HfliyweU  i>  o.  raarhet  town,  neither  very 

I  MUnoraeMi — The  spring  caUed  Winifted's 

I  Well  is  very  clear,  and  so  copious,  that  it  yields 

'  OMiuodiedtnna  of  water  in  aminute— It  ia 

lO  at  oooe  a  y«ry  great  stMm,  which,  within 

I>trtapi  thirty  ya^  of  its  irruption,  tunu  a 

■it  sod  in  a  oonrse  of  two  miles,  eiffhteen 

I  aiUa  more — In.  deseent^it  is  very  <juicK — Iti 

te  ialls  into  tiie  sea — The  wdl  is  covered 

V  a  lofly  ctrcuhir  arch,  supported  by  pillars ; 

md  over  this   arch  is  an  old  chapel,  now  a 

Kbool^The  chancel  is  separated  by  a  wall 

—The  balh  ia  completely  and  indecentW  open 

—A  woman  badiea  while  we  all  looked  on  — 

Ifi  (he  cbureh,  which  makes  a  {pood  appearance, 

ud  it  inntmnded  by  galleries  to  receive  a 

UBDerouB  coogrcgntion,  we  were  present  while 

» 'hM  WM  chriatened  in  Welsh— We  went 

^"^^  by  the  stream  to  see  a  prQq;)ect,  in  which 

I  M  no  nart — We  then  saw  a  brass  work, 

'ki*n*  (he  uipia  calaminaris  is  gathered,  broken, 

vidied  from  the  earth  and  the  lead,  though' 

^*  the  lend  was  separated  1  did  not  see;; 

'i^  «ajcined»  afterwards  ground  fine,  and  then 

soed  by  fine  with  oopper— We  saw  sffverel 

Ottf  Srtu  widi  melting  pots,  but  the  con* 

'<i«euQn  of  the  fireplaces  I  did  not  learn — 

Kx  i  eonpcr-wotk«  which  receives  its  pigs  of 

'liper,  I  think,  from  Wairington,  we  saw  a 

'•^■i^  of  oopper  put  hot  between  steel  rollers, 

nrl  ^vnaf  thin ;    I  know  not  whether  the 

Kp7  roOer  was   aet  to  a  certain  distance, 

»  1  Mppoaa,  or  acted  only  by  its  weight — 

^t  «  jranrwork  I  saw  round  bars  fbrmedby 


Midi 


bOMMW« 

obUswl  to  b*  dvll  f^r  U^ 

iHiwoC*  th«)r  did  not  itad«rstMid.     At- 
!*•).  btfwmir«  A»  was  SMttrad, 
MmH  vs. —  Caoan. 

>**  !•  a«ra  uitibililj  uiMlwi  -^Ci 


a  notched  hammer  and  anvil — There  I  saw  a 
bar  of  about  half  an  inch  or  more  square^ 
cut  with  shears-  worked  by  water;  and  then 
beaten  hot  into  a  thinner  bar*— The -hammers, 
all  worked,  aa  they  were,  by  water,  acting 
upon  small  bodies^  moved  very  quick,  a»  quick 
aa  by  the  hand  —  I-  then  saw  wire-  dnwn, 
and  gave  a  shilling  — I  have  enlarged*  my 
notions,  though,  not  beinqg*  able- to  see  tlie 
movements,  and  having  not  time  to  peep 
closely,  I  know  less  than  I  might — I'  was 
less  weary,  and  had  better  breath,  as  I  walked 
farther. 

Thurmby,  Ai^.  4.  —  RHudlan  Castle  is  still 
every  noble  nun;  all' the  walla  atOl  remain, 
so  that  a  complete  platform,  and  devatiom^ 
not  very  imperfect^  may  be  taken  —  B  endoses 
a  square  of  about  thirty  yards —  The  middle 
space  was  always  open —  The  wdl  is,  I  believe, 
about  thirty  ftiet  h^h,  veiy  thidc,  flanked  with 
six  round  towers,  each  about  eighteen  feet;  or 
less,  in  diameter^ — Only  one  tower  had  a 
chimney,  so  that  there  was-  commodity  of 
living  —  It  was  only  a  place  of  strength  — 
The  garrison  had,,  perhaps,  tents  in  the  area. 
—  Stapylton^s  house  is  pretty';  there  are 
pleasing  shades  about  it,  with  a  constant  spring 
that  supplies  a  cold  bath  -^  We  then  went  to 
see  a  cascade — I  trudged  unwillingly,  and  was 
not  8on7  to  find  it  dry  ♦  —  The  water  was, 
however,  turned  on,  and  produced  a  very 
striking  cataract — They  are  paid  a  hundi^ 
pounds  a  year  for  permission  to  divert  the 
stream  to  the  mines — The  river,  fbr  such  it 
may  be  termed,  rises  from  a  single  spring, 
which,  like  that  of  Winifred's,  is  coverea  wi£ 
a  building —  We  called  then  at  another  houaa 
belonging  to  Mr.  ^oyd,  which  made  a  handr* 
some  appearance — Tnis  coutttrr  seems  ihll  of 
very  splendid  housea—  Mrs.  Thrale  lost  her 
purse — She  expressed  so  much  wnAMiw*^ 
that  I  concluded  the  sum  to  be  very  great ;.  butt 
when  I  heard  of  only  seven  anmeaa,  I  was 
glad  to  find  that  she  had  so  mudi  senaibilitT  oD 
money.  —  I  could  not  drink  this  day  either 
coffee  or  tea  after  dinner —  Tknow  not  when  I 
nwssed  before* 

Friday^  Aug,  5*  — Last  night  my  sleep  waa 
remarkably  quiet  —  I  know  not  whether  by 
fittigne  in.wafluag,  or  by  f(»hearanoe  of  tea.  X 

?;ave  [up]  the  ipecacuanha  —  Fin.  esie^:  had 
ailed ;  so  had  tartar  emeL  "L  dined  at  M& 
Myddleton*s,  of  Gwiqrnynog — The  house  waa 
a  gentleman's  house,,  below  the  seeond.  mts^ 
perhaps  below  the  third,  built  of  stone  roughly 
out — The  rooms  were  low,  and  the  passage 
above  stairs  gloomyv  but'  the  fnmiture  was 
good — The  table  was  well  auppUed,  ssoept 


s  Bodryddan  (iiroaoaaMd,  «HtM  Mrs.  FlMil.  Potntkmt), 
fbimcrly  the  rMidence  of  tb«  Stft^llona,  th*  tMVMrti  of  St* 
co-bairMtm  of  whom  Mrs.  Coiion,  «ftcffw«nto  Ladf  Mm* 
bary  Cotton,  vas  one.  <~-  DifPA. 

4  **  He  iMMd  Mrs. Cotton  about  berdnrcaicsdo  UU  the 

u  raadf  toerf.  **—P»nai  M9,-^C»oltEM. 

■  a  3 


that  the  fmit  -wta  bad  — It  wu  tnilj  the 
dinner  of  a  country  gentleman '  —  Two  tables 
were  filled  with  companj,  not  ineli^aot  — - 
Afler  dinner,  the  talk  was  of  preserving  the 
Welsh  Unguafce  —  I  oflered  them  a  scheme  — 
Poor  Evan  Evana  wai  mentioned  aa  incorrigibly 
addicted  to  slrono;  drink  —  Worthington  w»a 
commended*  —  Myddlelon  ii  the  only  man 
who,  in  Wales,  hu  talked  to  me  of  literature 

—  I  wish  he  were  trul  j  zealous  —  I  recom- 
mended the  republication  of  David  ap  Rheea'i 
Welsh  Grammar  —  Two  sheets  of  Bebridu 
came  to  me  for  correction  to-day,  F,  G.' 

Saturdof/,  Aug.  8.  —  Ki!u[a)}nc1  iptaaritii]. 

—  I  corrected  the  two  sheets  —  Mr  sleep  last 
night  was  disturbed — Washing  at  Chester  and 
here,  fl».  Id.  —  I  did  not  read  —  I  saw  to-daj 
more  of  the  outhouses  at  Lleweney  —  It  is,  in 
the  whole,  a  very  apacious  house. 

Siaidag,  Aug.  7.  —  I  was  at  church  at 
BodfarL  There  was  a  service  used  for  a  sick 
woman,  not  canonically,  but  such  na  I  have 
beard,  I  think,  formerly  at  Lichfield,  taken 
out  of  the  visitation.  — KoB.  ^trpi.^,  — The 
church  ia  mean,  but  has  a  square  lower  for  the 
belli,  mrher  too  stately  for  the  church. 

Obtematiotu.  —  Dixit  it^uttiu.  Ft.  36.,  hu 
no  relation  to  the  Engliah*  —  Preiene  at. 
Lord',  hu  the  name  of  Robert  Wisedome, 
I6ia.  Barker'M Bible  —  BaOologiam  ab  iteni- 
liont,  recte  distinguit  Erasmus.  Mod.  Onadi 
Dmtm,  p.  56.  144  « -—South well's  Thought*  of 
hii  own  death'' —  Baudius  on  Erumus^ 

Monday,  Aug.  8.  —  The  bishop  and  much 


1  Hn.  Plaul.taaHof  bw  IMMn  U  H r.  Dun* oa  thli 
puHf<.uri-"I>'.Joh>>«Ki  km*  ijdHdiDiMr.  Ewnald 

VHl  pU)  Bib  M  Hid«  puHd mtr,  Ibaiuh  bi  uid  Ihal  ba 
enlT  nlutA  Iba  ihw,  and  Uui  nn*  boA  sK  th*  Am  u  ■ 
nhleli  fcr  Um  mod.  Wbn  b*  pourid  i>«xrr  lama  nnr 
■tewBuMtu.  Hd  IbmrOrrftMirSo-fnirnni  tbfUut 
lata  kU  MnrJlWf.  one  inlahi  tuntj  ht  tbu^  vh  OMbUf 

>  JobaHHi'i  frtand,  Dr.  WonUsflin,  vu  mIdcM  is  ■ 
WiUl  Hrlni,  >bkb  UM  EknUf  mllMwwMiiM  Titlud,  sM, 
■tbl>pl._Ei«u. 

*  F,G.  «*  th(  priiiUr'i  ilfnUBiH,  br'blcb  k  imttn 

that  M  tkU  ttaM  tn  dHtTlial  ilna/f  bno  prinud 

Dbfm. 

•  Dr.  JobnuB  Bwit  tlul  Uh  word!  of  tb*  Zmlm  rtnliia. 
•■JMM  tif/milm,'' mtMti  IgUwMb  Puln  (oh  oTUwh 
^poUiMte  (b*i&>).  bad  »  rduko  lo  tba  Bnfilib  witHm 

ll  la  ■  nrr  anlaiad  aaaiasa.  Saa  Qmnrirri  Knirw, 
tol.  U.|i.Ma  fb«  hUUl  T^ilaa  ar  il»  Fulsi  sai  ■■!>> 
bjtbatiuiUuniXIbavbiila  BIMa.uiid<r  Jam«l..ftoa 
<£•  «iiftoal  Brtrtm,  aad  U  d»ar  ikan  lb*  nrdoB  uHd  In 
(ba  Uiurn.  wblcb  wa>  Bad*  la  lb*  ratfa  at  Hhtt  Vlll. 
fnaa  tba  Onrt.  —  Caocr- 


ftnd  of  the  army— 

officers  useless '"  —  Read  PhocTlidii ", 
guiabed  the  paragraptu  —  I  loued  io  Ltluui :  I 
on  unpleasant  book  of  mere  hinti  —  "LicUdi 
school  ten  poundi,  and  five  pounds  frtm  tbc 
hospital."  "  I 

Wedmtday,  Aug.  10.  — At  Lloyd's,  of  Mki- 
mynnan ;  a  good  honse,  and  a  nry  Wp  ' 
walled  garden  —  I  read  Windui'i  Akouh:  oT  ; 
bis  Journey  to  Mequines,  and  of  Swvui"  ■ 
Embassy" — I  had  r«ad  in  ihe  motniig  Wiw'i  I 
Greek  Trochaics  to  Beolley :  they  ipyei.-^ 
inelegHDt,  and  made  with  difficulty —1>k  1 
Latin elegycontains  ODlycomnion-idsce,l>^?  ; 
expressed,  so  far  u  I  have  read,  fcr  it  ii  lit:  ■ 

—  They  seem  to  be  the  venea  of  a  icliclt, 
who  has  DO  practice  of  writing  —  The  Grsi 
I  did  not  always  fully  understand  — I  ui  >>  ' 
doubt  about  the  sixth  and  last  fitgn^- 
periiapa  they  are  not  printed  ri^t,  for  i^>"' 
perhaps  .Botox™,  q  P  —  The  followiB|[  ■l»T' 
[nth,  12th,andl3Ui],  Irewl  here  ssd  iVrr 

—  The  Sibliolheea  ZiUroria  wai  so  liul>!  >T 
plied  vitb  papers  that  could  mterett  enrin^'v  , 
that  it  could  not  hope  for  long  oontinnascc  "- 
Waase  ",  the  chief  contributor,  was  s«  u- 

folished  scholar,  who,  with  nni^  Uunl<i".  | 
sd  no  art  or  elegaace  of  dictiaa,  at  Infl  n 
English.  I 

Smdag,  Aug.  U.  — AtBodfkrilbnrJ')' 
second  leaion  read,  and  Ibc  aemon  tnn-!'^ 
in  Welsh.  The  text  wu  proiMWiiced  bni  » 
Welsh  and  English — The  aotuid  of  the  W^ 


-MfOt*!   MwOMt'f"- 


•  DuTla(aoriUralUrtiflH(,«aaval«laBr.> 
(B|>laaHftr  Jobnni  pantrollwiT  w<U  ■  dMk  If -^ 
pau.  "  Ata  B0(  tbat  Aanalna  y"  aald  t  H  )>b  ■' 
wu  aHhis  Um       '  P<rh^*7-  ba  OHiwd.  '  IM7 


t  Tbiaalludfa  to  -  *  Pn^"^  *-  *■'  (a^ldnUb  Habart  y^^JiJ^SJlI"  "^  loMdoJa  ibai  'b^_;^>' 
tm  lami  tmeat  Ibi  HimuvbUb  (ollav  tba  oldnnlm'  dubru'iod  did  anrr  Iblrw  bita>r(ri  ■  iKI  •- 
•t tba  aliiclDt  FulBi, at  Iba  and o(  Baikat^ BlUa oriSW.     pniniad.  rw  to  loMofill  mm  c^itatH.-CiH 


£t.65. 


BOSWELL'S  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


421 


m  a  continued  disoonne,  is  not  unpleasant  — 
fipimt^iyil^Kae.  a.  fJ — The  letter  of  Chry- 
aostom,  iffainat  transubttantiation  —  Erasmus 
to  the  JNuns,  fuH  of  mjrstic  notions  and 
lUcj^ries. 

Mimdojf^  Atif.  15  —  K60.  —  Imbecillitas 
genonm  non  sine  aliquantulo  doloris  inter 
ifflbolandum,  quern  a  prandio  magis  sensi.* 

[On  this  day  he  wrote  to  Mr.  Levett] 

JOHNSON  TO  LEVETT. 

I  **  Umweaef,  to  DmUchihire,  Auf .  16. 1774. 

"  Ueam.  Sib,  —  Mr.  Thrale's  afikint  have  kept 
bim  here  a  great  while,  nor  do  I  know  exactly 
vfacD  ve  iball  eome  beoee.  I  hare  aent  you  a  bill 
apoo  Mr.  Scrahan.  —  I  hare  made  nothing  of  the 
ipcaeoanba,  but  have  taken  abundance  of  pills,  and 
hope  that  they  bave  done  me  good. 

**  Walca^  so  far  as  I  have  yet  seen  of  it,  is  a  very 
baoofiil  ud  rich  country,  all  enclosed  and  planted. 
Denbigh  is  not  a  mean  town.  Make  my  compli- 
anu  to  all  my  friends,  and  tdl  Frank  I  hope  he 
RBoaben  my  advice.  When  his  money  is  out  let 
^  bsve  more.     I  am,  Sir»  your  humble  serrant, 

**Sam.  Jobvsok.** 


THarvdlw,  Aug.  18.  —  We   left  Lleweney, 

Mvi  went  Ibrwaras  on  our  joumey — We  came 

^  Abei^ey,  a  mean  town,  in  which  little  bat 

^elih  IS  spoken^  and  divine  service  is  seldom 

p^onned  in  English  —  Our  way  then  lay  to 

dke  leaside,  at  the  foot  of  a  mountain,  called 

?f  ninaen  Rbds  —  Here  the  way  was  so  steep, 

'Us  we  walked  on  the  lower  edge  of  the  hill, 

^  meet  the  coach,  that  went  upon  a  road 

^\rber  on  the  hill  —  Our  walk  was  not  lonff, 

-r  ttnideasant :  the  longer  I  walk,  the  less  1 

'M  Its  inconvenience— As  I  grow  warm,  my 

'rvaih  mends,   and  I  think  my  limbs  grow 

peiihle. 

H'e  then  came  to  Conway  ferry,  and  passed 

'  nnall  boats,  with  some  passengers  from  the 

'*'' j^  <Mach,  among  whom  were  an  Irish  f^ntle* 

''nan,  with  two  maids,  and  three  little  children, 

<  vlurh,  the  joangest  waa  only  a  few  months 

^M    The  tide  did  not  serve  the  large  ferry* 

i^tL  and  therefore  our  coach  could  not  very 

»fQ  fiJlow  US —  We  were,  therefore,  to  stay 

>*  '0^  inn.     It  ia  now  the  day  of  the  race  at 

'  ^wsy,  and  the  town  was  so  full  of  company, 

*-^  no  money  could  purchase  lodginss.    We 

'  7»  n<it  rerj  readily  supplied  with  cold  dinner. 

^' '  would  have  staid  at  Conway  if  we  could 

'i*^f  fotmd  entertainment,  for  we  were  afraid 

' '  :tmmR  Penmaen  Mawr,  over  which  lay  our 

V  •▼  to  Bangor,  but  by  bri^t  daylight,  and  the 


'  K»4aMyfars46lbMMf  ifa^f^CaoKBB. 
%  ••rnkmrnm  &f  thm  knect,  not  without  §o 
vkkJi   I  feci  tocraftMd   after  I 


fome  pain  In 
ha?t  dined.**  — 


MavT  to  a  bage  rockjr  prooontorj.rUlnsnaarlr 
aboTC  th«  tea.    Along  a  ihelr  of  this 


mn  esodlent  road,  well  gturded,  toward 
vail.  MJ^portad  In  manj 


"•  •«.  Vt  a  elraatf  wall,  su^portad  In  manj  paru  by  arches 
*  "  H  jnAevacsta  U.     B«fore  Ibte  wall  wm  built,  trafellari 

•*'^M  Ml  4owo  tb*  prtclplcea«—  DvrrA. 

I  *  MMv  wall  w^  mk  t  have  Men,  and  ooca  nearly  ax- 


delay  of  our  coach  made  our  departure  necos- 
■arily  late.  There  was,  however,  no  stay  on 
any  other  terms  than  of  sitting  up  all  night 
The  poor  Irish  lady  was  still  more  distressed 
— Her  children  wanted  rest —  She  would  have 
been  content  with  one  bed,  but,  for  a  time, 
none  could  be  had  —  Mrs.  Thrale  gave  her 
what  help  she  could  —  At  last  two  gentlemen 
were  persuaded  to  yield  up  their  room,  with 
two  beds,  for  which  she  gave  half  a  guinea. 

Our  coach  was  at  last  brought,  and  we  set 
out  with  some  anxiety,  but  we  came  to  Pen- 
maen Mawr  by  daylight ;  and  found  a  way, 
lately  made,  very  easy,  and  very  safe  '  —  It 
was  cut  smooth,  and  enclosed  between  parallel 
walls ;  the  outer  of  which  secures  the  passenger 
from  the  precipice,  which  is  deep  and  dreadful 
—This  wall  is  here  and  there  broken  by  mis- 
chievous wantonness — The  inner  wall  preserves 
the  road  from  the  loose  stones,  which  die  shat- 
tered steep  above  it  would  pour  down  ^ — ^Iliat 
side  of  the  mountain  seems  to  have  a  surface 
of  loose  stones,  which  every  accident  may 
crumble  —  The  old  road  was  nieher,  and  must 
have  been  very  formidable  —  The  sea  beats 
at  the  bottom  of  the  way. 

At  evening  the  moon  shone  eminently  bright, 
and  our  thoughts  of  danger  beine  now  past, 
the  rest  of  our  journey  was  very  pleasant.  At 
an  hour  somewhat  late  we  came  to  Bangor, 
where  we  found  a  very  mean  inn,  andhad 
some  difficulty  to  obtain  lodging  —  I  lay  in  a 
room,  where  tne  other  bed  had  two  men. 

Friday y  Aug.  19.  —  We  obtained  boats  to 
convey  us  to  Ajoglesey,  and  saw  Lord  Bidkeley*s 
house,  and  Beaumaris  Castle. — I  was  accosted 
by  Mr.  Lloyd,  the  schoolmaster  of  Beaumaris, 
who  had  seen  me  at  University  College ;  and 
he,  with  Mr.  Roberts,  the  register  of  Bangor, 
whose  boat  we  borrowed,  accompanied  us. 
Lord  Bulkeley*s  house  ^  is  very  mean,  but  his 
garden  is  spacious  and  shady,  with  large  trees 
and  smaller  interspersed  —  The  wuks  are 
straight,  and  cross  each  other,  with  no  variety 
of  pun ;  but  they  have  a  pleasing  coolness  and 
solemn  cloom,  and  extend  to  a  great  length. 
The  castle  is  a  mighty  pile ;  the  outward  wall 
has  fifteen  round  towers,  besides  s<}uare  towers 
at  the  angles  —  There  b  then  a  void  space  be- 
tween the  wall  and  the  castle,  which  has  an  area 
enclosed  with  a  wall,  which  again  has  towers, 
larger  than  those  of  the  outer  wall  —  The 
towers  of  the  inner  castle  are,  I  think,  eight — 
There  is  likewise  a  chapel  entire,  built  upon  an 
arch,  as  I  suppose,  and  beautifully  arch^  with 
a  stone  root,  which  is  yet  unbroken  —  The 


parienead,  but  an  Imlffniflcant  defenoe^lndaed,  non«  at  all— 
vban  after  (hMtt  or  heavy  ralna  the  tttperlmp<'ndcttt  rnaaeei 
were  disturbed.  A  rall*road  it  now  In  progrett  aloD(  tha 
Cm«  of  thlt  promontory.  — CaoKita,  1646. 

*  Baron  Hill  la  situated  jutt  atwrethatownor  Bcaomarlt, 
at  the  dUtance  of  thrre  quarters  of  a  mile,  eoramaadlng  ao 
fine  a  ▼lew  of  the  aea,  and  the  coaat  of  Caernarvon,  that  It  aaa 
been  aometimea  compared  to  Mount  Edgecombe,  In  Deroo- 
ahlra.  —  Dvppa.  In  aome  reapeets  the  proapact  la  nuch 
finer,  tba  Smowiam  range  being  Ita  background—  Caoaaa. 
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entrance  into  the  chapel  is  about  eight  or  nine 
feet  high,  and  was,  I  auppoie,  higher,  when 
ibtae  was  no  ruhbiih  in  the  area  —  This  castle 
eorresponds  with  all  the  representations  of 
romancing  narratiyes.  —  Here  is  <not  wanting 
the  private  passage,  the  dafk  oavitir,  the  deep 
dungeon,  or 'the  lofty  tower — IVe  did  not  dia- 
eorer  the  well — lliis  is  the  most  complete 
Tiew  that  I  baTe  yet  had  of  an  old  oaatk  — It 
had  a  moat  —  The  towers  —  We  went  to 
Bangor. 

Saturday,  Aug.  !I0.  — We  went  bj  water 
firom  Bangor  to  Caeraanron,  where  we  met 
Paoli  and  Sir  Thomas  Wynne  *  —  Meeting  by 
ehanoe  widi  one  Troughton*,  an  intelb^pit 
and  loouaciouB  wanderer,  Mr.  Thrak  inviaed 
hnn  to  oinner — He  attended  us  to  the  castle,  an 
edifice  of  stupendous  magnitude  and  strength ; 
it  has  in  it  all  tiiat  we  omerred  ut  Beaumaris, 
and  much  greater  dimensions:  'uianj  of  the 
snoaller  rooms  floored  with  stone  are  entire;  of 
tiie  larger  rooms,  the  beams  and  planks  are  all 
left :  this  is  the  state  of  all  buildings  left  to 
time — We  mounted  the  eagle  tower  bj  one 
hundred  and  sixty-nine  steps,  each  of  ten  inches 
—  We  did  not  find  the  well ;  nor  did  I  tnce 
the  moat ;  but  moats  there  were,  I  believe,  to 
all  castles  on  the  plain,  which  not  only  hindered 
aeceas,  but  prevented  mines  —  We  saw  but  a 
very  small  part  of  this  mighty  ruin,  and  in  all 
theae  old  buildinffs,  the  subterraneous  woiin 
are  concealed  bj  tiie  rubbish — To  survey  thn 

Slace  woiHd  take  much  time :  I  did  not  think 
bere  had  been  luch  buildings;  it  lurpaased 
my  ideas. 

Sunday,  Aug.  21. —  [At  Oaemarvon].— - 
Wt  were  at  church ;  the  servioe  in  the  town  is 
always  Enfflish.;  at  the  parish-church  at  a  small 
distenee,  fdways  Wehn — The  town  has  by 
dq^iees,!  suppose,  been  brought  nearer  to  the 
seaside  —  We  jreeeived  an  mvitation  to  Dr. 
Worthington — We  then  went  to  dinner  at 
6ir  Thomas  Wynne's — tbe  dinner  mean, 
Bir  Thomas  civil,  his  lady  nothing^ — Paoli 
civil— We  supped  with  Colonel  Wynne's  lady, 
who  lives  in  one  of  the  towers  of  the  castle  — 
I  have  not  been  very  well. 

Mondau,  Aug.  22.  —  We  went  to  visit 
Bodville^,  the  place  where  Mrs.  Thrale  was 
bom,  and  the  churches  caUed  TydweiUiog  and 
Llangwinodyl,  which  she  holds  by  impropriA- 


t  SirThomu  Wynoe,  cTMltd  X«hl  Nvwaaroogli,  IITt: 
dMlM7 Dorr*. 

*  **  LlFuteaant  Troufhtoo  I  do  r«eol1«ct ;  Inquadous  and 
taMUfmt  be  wm.  »•  «0fV  ■  mMmn,  «iid  btlofi,  I 
think,  to  ft  man  of  war.'*  —  Piioaai  MS.  Ii«  was  mad*  a 
tleutcnant  in  IT6S,  and  dlfd  hi  17*<S.  tn  that  rank :  he  waa  on 
hait-pmy  end  did  aot  bolong  lo  «n/  ship  when  he  met  Dr. 
Jehneon.  hi  1774.  It  aeema  then  that,  even  eo  late  a*  thk. 
•hnlf  ^jr  wMnn  were  their  talfom  in  the  •tibutrj  eoucae 
of  life Caocn. 

*  L«dj  Catharine  Prretval.  deaghter  of  the  eecond  Karl  of 
XanoM*  thk  waa.  It  appears,  the  Udf  ofwhom  Mts.  Pinsai 
VHates.  that  "  For  « ladf  of  oiuUttf .  sinee  dead,  who  r«celTed 
4ia  at  her  hiuhead's  seat  In  Walfa  with  less  atteoUon  than  he 
had  lone  heen  afecustwrnvd  to.  he  had  a  rouf  her  denunciation : 
*  That  woman.*  criad  Jelmson. '  is  like  sour  small  hepr.  the 
bevrrsgr  of  her  rnbl#»,  and  pnxlure  of  the  wrHrhrd  country 
ahe  Uvea  In :  like  that,  ahe  could  nerer  hate  been  a  good 


tion  —  We  had  an  invitation  to  the  home  of 
I  Mr.  Griffiths  of  firyn  o  dol,  where  we  fbttiida 
small  neat  new-built  hoose,  with  iqiuK-rooBa : 
the  walk  are  of  unhewn  #one,  and  therefoie 
thick;  for  the  stones  not  fitting  with  eucbea, 
are  not  alsong  without  mat  thickasii— He 
had  planted  a  great  ded  of  ^onitf  wood  n 
walks — Fruit  trees  do  not  thrive;  Dotbtnag 
grown  a  few  yean,  reach  some  barren  itnum 
and  wither— We  found  Mr.Griffidw  ast  it 
home ;  but  the  provisions  were  good. 

Tuesday^  Am.  28.  —  Hr.  Onfiths  came 
home  the  next  omj — He  married  a  Isdy  who 
has  a  houae  and  estate  at  [Llanyer],  orer 

r'nat  Angleaea,  and  near  Cseraarroa,  vhoc 
ia  more  disposed,  at  it  toemi,  to  rende,  tba 

at  firyn  o  dol  — I  read  Lloyd*s  aooooatof 
Mona,  which  he  proves  to  he  Auglfi— hi 
our  way  to  Bryn  o  di^  we  saw  at  Lbaei  i 
church  built  crosswise,  veiy  spaoioai  nd 
magnificent  for  this  country — We  eould  sb< 
see  the  parson,  and  could  get  no  iatd)i|{eDee 
about  it. 

Wednesday,    At^.    24. — We  went  to  m 
Bodville  — Mrs.  Thrale  rcmemberefl  the  rwns. 
and  wandered  over  them,  with  recoUectioo  of 
her  chUdhood  —  This  species  of  pkMUR  h 
always  melancholy  —  The  walk  wss  oat  dim.  , 
and  the  pond  wm  dry  —  Nothing  wsi  betta.  ^ 
We  surveyed  the  churchca,  whidi  are  wA 
and  neglected  to  a  d^pree  scarcely  in^guitUi 
—  They  hawe  ao  pavement,  and  the  ttxi^  * 
full  of  holes  — The  seats  are  rude  hoK^; 
ihe  altars  have  no  rails  <—  One  of  ihem  )m  i 
breach  in  tiie  raof— 'On  the  desk,  I  think,  d 
each  l^a  folio  Wdsh  Bible  of  the  black  ktxft, 
whioh  the  curate   cannot  easily  TtuA--^ 
Thrale  purposes  to  beautify  the  ehttichei,  w 
if  he    prospers,    will    probably  restore  ^ 
tithes*  —  The  two  parishes  are,  Llsngwnwdw 
and  Tydweiiliog  — The  oaethodists  are  ktw 
Tery  prevalent — A  better  dbursh  will  ia^f« 
tiie   people  with  mote  reverence  of  p*^ 
worship — Mrs.  Thrale  viaalcd  a  ^uie  «W« 
ahe  haid  been  niaed  to  dmk  bmUc,  whicfa  ^ 
lett,  with  an  estate  of  two  hundred  rouo4i* 

to  n  nmrtied  woasn  ^ 


year,  by  one  Lloyd,  to  n  nwcneil  woasn  ■" 
\h9A  with  him—  We  went  to  Pwlhela,  a  mfud 
old  town,  at  the  extremity  of  the  coartx?^^ 
Here  we  bought  aooietliiiig  to 
place. 


tiai«,nad  even  that  had  tk^UmaOmA: 

hahly  of  her  too  that  anothrr  «neraote  Is 
been  slslttnf  at  a  tmiy**  houee.  when*  as  we  rrt 
•r  the  mutrmy  ThUeuled  tor  her  %WBfaee  -  > 
Ignorant,'  said  he,  *I  beliem,  of  anj  th«s  thr 
taufhtj  or  of  any  thkig  iho  4a  ^ailfwaa  to  kftew ; ' 
pose  if  one  wanted  a  little  rwss  «««.  Ae  might  b* 
person  enough  to  aphly  to  *  **    Hva.  Plonal  eaf^  » 
letters.  "  that  Lady  C«thertn«  eoaaa  off  well  to  « 
He  Mdf  manr  serrre  things  ofber.  «IDeh  hedii  m 
to  paper."    the  died  in  \m.  ^  Caunn 

<  Situated  among  the  Moisatitea  «r 
JPioBsi  MS.  —  CnoKu. 

•  It  d'>es  not  appear  that  Hr 
latenttons  toto  eflhct.  as  In 
thrrr  pounds,  nd  the 
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Thumk^  Jbtg.  35. — We  Tetumed  to 
CienuuTfln,  whora  we  eat  with  Mn.  'WTBne. 

i^Wri^,  Jbt(f.  S6< — We  visited,  widL  Mn. 
Wynne  \  Lljii  Bedani  and  Ll^  fieris,  two 
lakes,  joined  bj  a  narrow  stmtt— They  an 
fomied  bjtbewwlen  which  fall 'from  "Idnowdon, 
nd  the  opponte  movmahiB*— On  the  side  of 
Snowdon  are  llie  remains  of  a  large  fort,  to 
which  we  climbed  with  great  labour — I  was 
breathless  and  barassed —  The  lakes  have  no 
great  breadthf  so  that  the  boot  n  always  near 
one  iiank  or  the  oter — JVotfs.  ^^mvuf^^  goats, 
one  hundred  ■nd'forty'mine,  I  ffaxnk. 

Sfiba4m^jA3Ug,7!U^'^^  retumed-taBangor, 
where  Mr. Thralewaa  lodged  at  Mr.  Bobe&*«, 
the  register. 

teobgr,  .^Mff,  IM.  •—  We  went  to  worship  at 
the  cathedfrnl-— The  'dioir  'is  <nican ;  the  aervioe 
was  not  well  read. 

MmdoM^  .da^.29. — We  oame  to  Mr.  Myddle- 
ton's,  of  Gwajnjnc^fto  the^first  place,  as  my 
MiatrsB  obasirvwl,  where  we  have  been  wel- 


eome. 


JVsfe.  — <  On  itieday  wheawe-risited  Bodville, 
wc  tamed  to  <fae  houae  uf  Mr.  Griffiths,  of 
Ke&aiDwi«Uh,  m  gentleman  of  large  fortune, 
WMrksble  ibr  haying  made  great  and  sadden 
kprorementa  'xn  iiis  seat  and  estate  —  he  has 
endosfld  a  Jaroe  ganfen  -with  a  briok  'wall  — 
He  ia  oon^d^  aa  a  man  of  ^reat  accom- 
pUunents — fie  'was  educated  m  literature 
at  the  universitj,  and  serred  some  time  in 
the  amy,  then  qaitted  his  eonnnission,  and  re- 
tired to  ius  lands.  He  is  aocounted  a  good 
man,  and  eadeanrouis  to  being  ihe  peepte  to 
chnroh. 

In  our  -mwf  ihixoi  Bangor  to  Oonwaj,  we 
Med  again  thee  new  road  upon  the  edge  of 
Penmaen  Mawr,  Trhicfa  would  >be  -very  tre- 
meodoos,  but  that  the  wall  diuts  out  the  idea 
of  danger —  1^  the  wall  are  sereral  breaches, 
made,  as  Mr.  Thrale  "very  reasonably  eon* 
jflctores,  by  fragments  of  rocfas  which  Toll 


<  As ««  vcre  rowtaf  on  Uie1alM.lln.  Olynn  Wyaot,  wife 
^  lionl  N««baiah'«  teoUier,  wbo  aceompanifld  ui,  Mnff 
Wdtb MDif  totlie hjirp.  —  Pkimi  MS. ~ C«<ncn. 

'  Ur.  Thnla  ms  n0m^.•lgllt■d,  ad  coald  »oC  'M0  th* 
|ttUbroviin|p  on  SnowdiNi,  aid  iie  promiMd  hit  daughter, 
«1)o  VM  a  chfid  of  ten  years  oM,  a  pcnnr  (br  every  goat  (he 
vooU  ibow  bfan.  and  Dr.  Johntoo  kept  the  account ;  to  that 
H  appttn  her  father  wai  In  debt  to  her  one  hundred  and 
fertj-Dine  pence,  dmeenp  was  an  epithet,  which  had  Its 
^gm  in  the  nursery,  bj  which  [in  allusion  to  Qureu  Esther] 
Nta*  Thrato  (whoee  aann  was  'Estiier)  was  -always  dis- 
tiopiiiksd  by  Johowm.  ^'DtFvya. 

"*U  b  Tery  Ukolr  I  dM  say «o.  MyTeMlnawweiMt 
Vtu  M  Ibrvatd  ns  I  tlMiariit  iheywilniClmTe  b(«oto  ml- 
<«*e  a  low  dMsnt  UDSwvwn.  ?»»  MyHdHtoas  were 
a«e  cordU.  The  oM  colonel  hiMbeea  «  felloiw  'coU». 
^«ltli  Mr.  Tbiwl»«at  Lmll  Budys  of 
^>^^  iffi.~Onwww. 

*  Rawwcr  IMb  mayiMve  taws,  ke  was 
«M«d,dvrtag  Mi'aiiay4kt  Owayoywig,  and  Mr.  Myddeltow 
*Htsnei«d  l^tln'lMbiir  orids  visit  To  peipetiiate  Che 
f^UccUon  oTlt,  he  (t^nee  Mr.BoevW^  words)  erected  an 
1^  « the  beriks  AT  the  rivulet.  In  the  park,  where  Johnson 
vtifiited  to  nsmd  awd  i  ss<N  i  ersee ;  on  which  Is  this  tamctip- 
t|i)n:.*«Tbli  spot  was  often  dignffled  by  the  presenesof 
2»ou  Jonmoii,  LL.D  .  whose  Ifoiihl  Wrlttogs,  eaactly 
^^onoaMt  to  Ihn  ffiwteila  of  Christlanlcy,  gave  anAour  to 
2^n»e,  and  conadcweo  to  Truth."  In  rm.  It  would  appear 
?*  s  letter  byJohMwi  to  Mrs  Thrale,  thsrt  he  was  to- 
iwvcd  that  Mr.  Myddeltoo  medltaied  tills  hooour,  whAeh 


down  the  mountain,  broken  nezlianB  by  frvMt, 
or  worn  through  by  rain.  We  toen  viewed 
Conway — To  spare  the  horses  at  Fenmaen 
Rhds,  between  Conway  and 'fit.  Asaph,  we  sent 
the  x:oaoh  over  the  road  across  the  mountain 
widi  Mrs.  Tiimle,  who  had  been  th-ed  widi  a 
walk  some  time  before ;  and  I,  with  Mr.  Thrale 
■nd  Miss,  walked  along  the  edge,  where  the 

Eath  is  verynarroWfand  much  encumbered  1)7 
ttle  looae  stones,  which  had  fallen  down,  as 
we  thought,  upon  the  way  eince  we  passed  it 
before.  M  Conwinr  we  took  a  short  survey  of 
fke  castle,  which  afforded  us  nothing  new — It 
is  larger 'dian  that  of  Beaumaris,  and  leas  than 
that  ojf  t)aeraarvon — It  .is  bulk  upon  a  Took 
so  ^high  and  steep,  that  it  is  even  now  very 
dliBoiut  of  aocesd  —  We  ^und  m  round  .pit, 
which  was  called  the  Well:;  it  is  now  almost 
filed,  and  therefore  dir— We  found  the  Well 
in  no  olher  castle — lliare  are  some  remains 
of  leaden  pipes  at  Caernarvon,  which,  I  suppose, 
only  conv<^d  water  from  one  port  of  the 
bunding  to  another — Had  the  garrison  had  no 
other  aupply,  the  Webb,  Who  must  know  where 
the  pipes  were  laid,  oould  easily  have  cut  them. 
We  came  to  the  ^houseof  Mr.  Myddelton  (on 
Monday),  wfaerewe  etaid  to  September  6.,  and 
were  very  kindly  entertained —  How  we  spent 
our  time,  I  am  not  very  able  to  tell ^-— We 
saw  the  wood,  which  is  diversified  and  romantic. 
Smuioif^  "Hept.  4.  —We  dined  with  Mr.  Myd- 
delton, the  clergyman,  at  Denbigh,  where  I 
saw  Ae  Imrvest  men  "very  decently  dressed* 
after  the  afternoon  service,  standmg  to  'be 
hired — On  other  daya,  they  etand  at  about 
four  in  the  morning — they  are  hired  irom  day 
to  day. 

^rVcMdby,  A^tf.  6.^WeUyatWreidham;  a 
busy,  extensive,  and  well-bum  town  —it  has 
a  very  lar^  and  magnificent  church.  It  has  a 
famous  fan*.^ 

Wednetdofj  Sept.  7.— We  came  to  Chiric 
Castle. 


Id  be  Irat  Uttle  to  his  tastes— "^Ifr.  Myddaltoil^ 

•rcetion  of  an  urn  looiis  like  an  Intention  to  bury  me  alive: 
1  would  as  wltlingly  sre  my  friend,  however  benevolent  and 
hsipltsftls,  quietly  tnoned.  Let  him  think,  for  the  present, 
of  some  more  acceptable  memorial.'*  —  Ddppa. 

*  It  was  probably  on  the  Sth  Sept.,  in  the  way  from  Wre«- 
bam  to  Chirk,  that  they  passed  through  Ruahon,  where  the 
following  occurrence  took  place:  — "A  Welch  iiarson  of 
mean  abilities,  though  a  good  heart,  struck  with  rererence 
at  the  sight  of  Dr.  Johnson,  whom  he  had  heard  of  as  the 

east  man  lleiag,  couM  not  tnd  any  words  to  answer  his 
rtes  conoeralag  a  motto  reond  somebody's  arais  wMU 
adorned  ta  tombstone  In 'Ruabonehnrcbyard.  IMremaasber 
r^{ht,  taeerords  were, 

«  Heb  Dw.  Heb  Dym, 
Dwo'diggon/* 

And  though  of  no  very  dlllcutt  ceastnietloo,  the  raitlemaii 
seemed  wholly  oonfbuaded.  and unabto  toeapWn  rti#«  ;  till 
Mr.  Johnson,  having  picktd  out  the  "<«"««» JJ7""'*.*** 
UtUe.  said  ID  the  man, '  ««*  Is  a  preposition.  1  brfteve.  Sir.  Is 
It  not  V  *  My  countryman,  recovedng  some  spmts  uiKm  tae 
sudden  qaestton,  cHed  out, '  fto  I  humbly  prasume,  Sir,'  vtsry 
comically."— -P<*««r#  Amni0ie$.  —  Car— 


•  The  Myddelton  motto.  mea«lipg.<Wtthocit'€od,-wlthout 
all  1    God  is  aU.sufleleot  1  ->  Piomt'MS.^  CnoKan. 
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Thmdaif,  Sept,  8  —  We  came  to  the  bouse 
of  Dr.  WortliiDgton  ^  at  Llanrhaiadr  '  —  Our 
entertainment  was  poor,  thou|i^  his  house  was 
not  bad.  The  situation  b  yerr  pleasant,  by 
the  side  of  a  small  riyer,  of  whicn  the  bank 
rises  high  on  the  other  side,  shaded  bj  gradual 
rows  of  trees  —  The  gloom,  the  stream,  and  the 
silence,  generate  thoughtiiilness.  The  town  is 
old,  and  yerj  mean,  but  has,  I  think,  a  market 
—  In  this  house,  the  Welsh  translation  of  the 
Old  Testament  was  made — The  Webh  singing 
malms  were  written  by  Archdeacon  Price  — 
xliey  are  not  considerea  as  elegant,  but  as  yery 
literal,  and  accurate — We  came  to  Llanrhaia^ 
through  Oswestry ;  a  town  not  yerj  little,  nor 
yery  mean  —  the  church,  which  I  saw  only  at 
a  (ustance,  seems  to  be  an  edifice  much  too 
good  for  Uie  present  state  of  the  place. 

Friday,  Sept.  9.— We  yisited  thewaterfril, 
which  is  yery  high,  and  in  rainy  weather  yery 
copious — liiere  is  a  reseryoir  made  to  supply 
it — In  its  fall,  it  has  perforated  a  rock — Tnere 
is  a  room  built  for  entertainment — There  was 
some  difficulty  in  climbing  to  a  near  yiew  — 
Lord  Lyttelton'  came  near  it,  and  turned 
back — When  we  came  back,  we  took  some 
oold  meat,  and  notwithstanding  the  Doctor's 
importunities,  went  that  day  to  Shrewsbury. 

Saiwrday,  Sept.  10. — I  sent  for  Gwynn^ 
and  he  showea  us  the  town — the  walls  are 
broken,  and  narrower  than  those  of  Chester — 
The  town  is  large,  and  has  many  gentlemen's 
houses,  but  the  streets  are  narrow — I  saw 
Taylor's  library — We  walked  in  the  Quarry ; 
a  yery  pleasant  walk  by  the  riyer — Our  inn 
was  not  Dad. 

Sunday,  Sept.  11.-- We  were  at  St.  Chad's, 
a  yery  large  and  luminous  church — We  were 
on  the  Castle  Hill. 

Monday,  Sept.  12. — We  called  on  Dr. 
Adams*,  and  trayelled  towards  Worcester, 
through  Wenlock ;  a  yery  mean  place,  though 
a  borough  —  At  noon,  we  came  to  Bridgenoru, 
and  wa&ed  about  the  town,  of  which  one  part 
stands  on  a  high  rock,  and  part  yery  low,  by 
the  riyer — There  is  an  old  tower,  which,  being 
crooked,  leans  so  much,  that  it  is  frightful  to 
pass  by  it  —  In  the  afternoon  we  came  through 
Kinyer,  a  town   in  Staffordshire,   neat  and 


1  Dr.  Johnson  thus  ootiots  bis  dMth  (on  tho  Och  Oct.  177K, 
SMd  sevratr-STc)  in  •  Icttor  to  Mrs.  Thrale:  **  My  clnrical 
fnend  Wortnington  It  dead.  I  hA?e  known  him  long  —  mod 
to  dl«  Is  drcAilfUL  I  bcllcTo  be  was  n  Tery  good  mno.'*  -> 
Ltttm Crok  an. 

s  Llanrhaiadr  means  The  riOagt  qf  the  WmtafoB,  and 
takn  lu  nam«  frum  a  waterfliU,  the  chief  foatura  of  the 
Tlrlnlty.  -.  CaoKSa. 

*  Thomas,  the  second  Lord.  —  Dotta. 

4  Mr.  Owjmo.  an  architect  of  considerable  eriebrlty,  was 
a  native  of  Shrewsbury,  and  was  at  this  time  completing 
a  bridge  across  the  SeTem,  called  the  Bnglish  Bridge.  ~ 
DorrA.     See  eitle,  p.  lf)l .  _  C. 

*  The  master  of  Pembroke  College.  Oxford  \  who  was  also 
Bector  of  St.  Ctmd's,  in  Shrewsbury.  _  DurPA. 

*  It  was  here  that  Johnton  had  as  much  walUfmlt  as  he 
wished,  and.  ai  he  told  Mrs.  Tbrale,  for  the  only  time  in  his 
life.  -.  Dvpf>A.  Ferhapk  It  waa  the  only  time  he  ever  was  at 
A  Sne  country  house  at  that  season.  — CnoKin. 

'  ThU  vUlt  wss  not  to  Lord  Lyttelton,  but  to  bis  onde 


dosely  built — I  believe  it  has  iml^  one  street 
— The  road  was  so  steep  and  miry,  Uiat  we 
were  f<m^  to  stop  at  Hardebnry,  where  we 
had  a  yery  neat  un,  though  it  Dade  s  very 
poor  ai 


ce. 


IS.  ^  We  came  to  Lord  SoB- 
trslepr,  where  we  were  trettcd 
with  great  civility^ — The  house  is  \axigt^ 
The  hall  is  a  yery  noble  room. 

Thvriday,  Sept  15.  — We  wentto  WorrO' 
ter,  a  yery  splendid  city — The  calhednl  s 
yery  noble,  with  many  remarkable  mooumeDti 
—  The  libraiT  is  in  the  chapter-koose^Oa 
the  table  lay  the  Nuremberg  Chronicle,  I  think, 
of  the  first  edition.  We  went  to  the  chioi 
warehouse  —  The  cathedral  has  a  doincr— 
—-Hie  long  aisle  is,  in  my  opinion,  neitho'  to 
wide  nor  so  high  as  that  of  Lichfield. 

Friday,  S^.  16.  —  We  went  to  Hitler, 
where  we  were  disappointed  of  the  respect  loJ 
kindness  that  we  expected.^ 

Saiurdi^,  Sept.  17.— We  saw  the  hooie  ind 
park,  which  equalled  my  expectation— The 
nouse  is  one  square  mass— The  oflicct  ik 
below  —  Hie  rooms  of  eleeaace  on  the  fint 
floor,  with  two  stories  of  Dedcbanben,  very 
well  disposed  aboye  it — The  beddmabm 
haye  low  windows,  which  abates  the  dijputv  of 
the  house— The  park  haa  one  artifiosl  im 
and  wants  water ;  there  is,  however,  one  ten* 
porary  cascade  *— From  the  farthest  hill  tkre 

IS  a  yery  wide  prospect. 

Sumiay,  SepL  18.  —  I  went  to  chun^- 
The  church  is,  externally,  yery  meaa,  sad  '^ 
therefore  diligently  hidden  by  a  plaotatioe  — 
There  are  in  it  seyeral  modem  niooiu&cnu  c^ 
the  Lytteltons  — There  dined  with  us  U'S 
Dudley,  and  Sir  Edward  Lyttelton,  of  Stsi- 
fordshire  ',  and  his  lady  —  liiey  were  ill  V^ 
sons  of  agreeable  conyenation — I  fonni  m* 
to  reflect  on  my  birthday,  and  ofoed  a  prtTt:. 
which  I  hope  was  heard. 

Monday  Sept.  19.  — We  made  haste  vnt 
from  a  place  where  all  were  offended  ••— b  thf 
way  we  yisited  the  Leasowes  —  It  vrn  r»." 
jret  we  yisited  all  the  waterfalls  —  IVi*  *-*;; 
m  one  pbce,  fourteen  falls  in  a  short  Une—  ** 
the  next  place  to   Ham   gardens  —  P** ' 


I 


IS 


Shenstone  never  tasted  his  pension —It  tf  <  ^ 


[called  Billy  Lyttelton.  aflerwarda.  by 

Lord  Westcote,  and  Lord  Lytteltosi].  the  bcb^  ^  tt* »  - 
sent  Lord,  who  lived  at  a  bouae  called  Lml*  H«.>  * ' 
DUPPA.  This  lentleman  was  a  (Hend  of  Mr.  Tlnftr  ■  *  **" 
some  ycnn  before  Inrited  Johneon  (thrw^  Mn.  Ti**'  * 
▼Isit  him  at  Hairley.  —  Cnontn. 

■  He  was  enraffed  at  artiScUl  mtaa  ^rf  wmpirrf  ** 
cndes.  so  that  I  wonder  at  his  le«Tfiv  his  ontv>«  •' '  ** 
dublooa !  bealdes  be  hated  the  Lytleltons.  Md  w««tM  f*  -  < 
at  an  ofiportunlty  of  Insultlnc  tbem AbBa*  Mi  ><*•  *^ 

•  John,  seennd  Viscount  Dodley  and  W«d.  m^  f^  • 
ITSS.  and  Sir  Edward  Lytteltos^  who  myreeentwl  su#  -» 
sblrp.  In  screral  parliaments,  and  died  In  May.  1»'l  »  * 
a  remarkable  specimen  of  a  cnaacry  fwdsaan  W  (f  ^ 
school.  —  CaoKsa. 

>•  Mrs.  Lfttelton.  erf  dremrf  OarDHne  Brtaiow.  foTrrf  ^  ■ 
play  at  whist  against  my  llkinf.  and  bar  besbfci-  •'« 
away  Johnson's  candle  that  be  wamad  la  rswi     •  *•   " 


away 

other  end  of  the  room. 

PtouU  MS.  ^  CaOftiB. 


Those,  1 
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vtfT  wdl  prored  tluit  aoT  pennon  wu  obtained 
far  bim'— I  am  afriid  that  he  died  of  misery. 
~  Wt  eime  to  Birmingham,  and  I  lent  for 
Wheeler',  whom  I  found  welL 

Tutday,  SefL  20.— We  breakfasted  with 
WMer,  ind  Tiaited  the  manafiustore  of  Btgner 
McAi— The  paper  which  they  nse  is  smooth 
whited  brown;  the  Tarnish  is  polished  with 
rotten  stone — Wheeler  gave  me  a  tea-board — 
We  then  went  to  Boulton's,  who,  with  ereat 
errilitj,  Jsd  us  throng  his  ihoM —  I  conld  not 
difdnctly  see  his  enginery — TwelTe  dozen  of 
battou  for  three  shSlings —  Spoons  struck  at 
once. 

WtAutday^  Sept  21.  —  Wheeler  came  to  us 
1^  —We  came  easOy  to  Woodstock. 

nsrsdby,  Sept.  22.  — We  saw  Blenheim 
tad  Woodstock  park — The  park  contains  two 
(hooaod  five  nundred  acres;  about  four 
fqure  miles —  it  has  red  deer.  Mr.  Bryant 
ihoved  me  the  library  with  great  civility'-* 
Dtnmdi  RathmaU^  1459  ^  —  Xofoans'  Orcm- 
■sr,  of  the  first  edition*,  well  printed,  but 
BschlesB  than  later  editions  —  The  first  A- 
^Mckm^fomackkL^ — The  duke  sent  Mr.  Thrale 
futridgcs  and  firuit — At  ni^t  we  came  to 

Frim,  Sepi.  9S.  —We  Tisited  Mr.  Coul- 
I  nB^-Tbe  laoies  wandered  about  the  univer- 

!  &tardl^,  Sept.  24.— KiiO.— We  dine  '*  with 
,  ^.Coolson* — Vansittart  told  me  his  dis- 
I  tamper*— Afterwards  we  were    at  Burke*s 

[a  Bcaoonsfield],  where  we  heard  of  the  dis- 
;  Kitttiaa  of   the    parliament  ^^  —  We   went 

hoe. 


I^N  T  mnWrnnrnmh  mpHsd  to  Lord  Bute,  to  procure 
t  •  pvBiioa ;  DOC  coat  it  wa 


*   ■ff  O^rtllQ 


kt 


I 


waa  evor  asked  of  the  klnf 

Ho  waa  nado  to  bellere  that  the  patrnt  wat 

out*  wboii  hla  death  iWMWed  annecMMry  aof 

-  «  of  bU  fViends  tor  hia  futairo  oaao  and  tran* 

VJf'  -  Jimdertom WaWT. 

'  ^  acolaate  Whaoler ;  be  waa  a  native  of  Oxftwd.  and 
'  m  the  tooadirtkNi  of  Trtarttr  CoUofe.    Ho  tooh 

or  A.  M.  Nov.  U.  17&e.  and  D.  D.  July  6.  IHO ; 
**  *■  a  aan  of  entontlTe  learnfnc.  Dr.  Johoioo  itylei 
* "  *  Mf  laaraod  frtaod,  Che  man  wuh  whoa  1  moat  d^ 

^'^^  to  coMeno.**-.  £««trr« Doppa. 

,p,  S70. .»  C. 
'»•  if  a  work  viitteB  tn  William  Durand.  Biahop  of 
prhicod  oa  velfom.  In  folio,  bj  Fiut  and 
fcttCa.  14M.  It  U  the  third  book  that  U  known 
^  i»  i>naiod  wiKh  m  date.  An  ImpeHSwt  copy  waa  lold  at 
i  A»kaw*»  aalo.  I77S,  to   Blmdej,  the  bookiellor.  for 


I    v-wioca 


••W,    i4 


T^  wa»  cho  Arm  book  over  prtaCed  In  Greek,  a  copy 
'  *•  bM«ht  for  tbo  KJnf-B  library,  at  Askew't  sale,  for 
'  *^  <^    TW  Arat  book  ever  printed  In  BnffUeh  waa  the 


I  1 


'^•'Vn^TVMr,   1471.    A  ciipy  was  aold  by  auedoo  fai 

*'^  aod  broMfit  «loaO  10s.  —  Ditppa. 

.  ^    S«llat  ABk«w^salefor«14  14s — Cnont. 

*^  thedkHor  ai  VrntmenUm  Colles*  I  remember  nothing. 
"^M,  t  ««•  tterw  ibat  Mr.  Vansittart.  a  Sourlshlnf  sort  of 
^«rt^.  sfaowod  tiM  bla  pveeful  form  by  fenclnff  with 
who  >olnod  OS  at  Oxford.  We  had  a  grand 
^''^  «  9mgm'9  CoUoge,  and  Dr.  Johnson  made  Miss 
n-a^  md  me  ubaiii  ■•  CIm  coremony  of  the  fraeo  cup ;  but 
'**-»*mim  fotac  immiubrsnce  of  k,  and  can  In  nowise  Cell 
"  *  «*ls»d«a.or  bww  wwcaBebyonrarademlcal  hoooorof 
,"  f  o«r  b—iOia  4mik  In  foraa,  and  I  half  believe  In 
,<«  «  ^f9am^  MB.  I  ousiect  that  wridnc  after  a  lapse  of 
I'**  rrnvK  Mn.  Maul  Mlalook  Qmeem't  for  Vmi»eni^.^ 


CHAPTER  XLVn. 
1774—1775. 

Mr.  J%raWa  Pblitieai  PiniiUm.  —  Johntom'i 
«  Patriot,"—  Death <^ywMg  CoL^  Mr.  Ptrkint. 
—  HoeUi*§  Tragedy.  —  CharhtU  Lemias.  — 
Barettrt  **  Eaay  Leteoma.''  _  Com  o/  Dr.  Mmis. 
^  Lord  HaUea'a  **  AamaU,"  ^  Marp  Queen  of 
Seote.  — Aimeriean  PbHHee.  —  Oaeum.  — Lotter 
to  Maepkereem.  —  Pereomd  Comvge.  ^-  Foof t.  -. 
PiMiekee  **Joumey  to  the  Wettem  Idaodo."'^ 
Mr.  Kmos.  —  Mr.  Toiler.  —  Mr.  Wmdkam.  — 
Irish  and  Scotch  Impudence  comparod,  -« 
Controocny.  — >  VUU  to  O^^fbnL 


PAxuAiaarr  having  been  dissolved,  and 

friend  Mr.  Thrale,  who  was  a  steady  sapporter 
of  government,  having  again  to  encounter  the 
storm  of  a  contested  dection,  he  wrote  a  short 
political  pamphlet,  entitled  ''The  Patriot,*** 
addressed  to  the  electors  of  Great  Britain ;  a 
title  which,  to  factious  men  who  consider  a 
patriot  only  as  an  opposer  of  the  measures  of 

fovemment,  will  appiear  strangely  misapplied, 
t  was,  however,  written  with  energetic  viva- 
city; and,  except  those  passages  in  which  it 
endeavours  to  vmdicate  the  glaring  outrage  of 
the  House  of  Commons  in  the  case  of  theMid- 
dlesez  election,  and  to  justify  the  attempt  to 
reduce  our  fellow-subiects  in  America  to  un- 
conditional submission^*,  it  contained  an  admir- 
able display  of  the  properties  of  a  real  patriot, 
in  the  original  and  genuine  sense;— a  sincere, 
steady,  rational,  and  unbiassed  friend  to  the 
interests  and  proeperity  of  his  king  and  coun- 
try.   It  must  be  acknowledged,  however,  that 


■  Mr.  Coulson  was  a  senior  Fellow  of  University  Collen*. 
In  habit  and  appearance  something  like  Johnson  himself, 
and  was  considered  In  his  time  an  Oxford  character.  Lora 
Stowell  Informed  me  that  he  was  very  eccentric.  He  would 
on  a  fine  day  hang  out  of  the  college  windows  hb  various 
pieces  of  apparel  to  air,  which  useo  to  be  universally  an* 
swered  by  the  young  men  hanging  out  ttam  all  the  other 
windows,  quilts,  caipets,  rags,  and  every  kind  of  trash,  and 
this  wat  called  an  itmmtnatiom.  His  notions  of  Che  eminence 
and  Importance  of  his  academic  sittuUlon  were  so  peculiar, 
that,  when  he  afterwards  accepted  a  college  living,  be  ex- 

{pressed  to  Lord  Stowell  his  doubts  whether,  after  Uvlng  so 
ong  in  the  gretU  uwrU,  he  might  not  grow  weary  of  Che 
oomporatlve  retirement  of  a  country  narlsn.  I  have  already 
disproved  Mrs.  Piossi's  imagination  that  this,  or.  indeed,  any 
Mr.  Coulson  was  the  Gelldus  of  the  Rambler.  ^  Cbokib. 

•  Soeonl^.  p.  117.  and  p.  S44.  The  dlstemner  was  no 
doubt  the  occasional  dlseompoeure  of  mind  relerred  to  tgr 
Johnson  In  his  IcCtars  to  Mrs.  Thrale,  quoted  In  p.  S44. 
B.  S.— Cnosin. 

1*  They  most  have  spent  several  days  at  Beacoosfleld,  aa 
they  there  heard  of  the  dissolution  which  took  place  on  tho 
SOch  September.  Mrs.  Plotsl  says.  **  Dr.  Johnson  had  always 
a  VCTT  great  personal  regard  and  particular  afltection  lor 
Mr.  Burke ;  and  when  at  this  time  the  general  election 
broke  up  Clie  deligbtful  socieCy  in  which  we  had  spenC  some 
time  at  Beaconsneld.  Dr.  Johnson  shook  the  hospitable 
master  of  the  bouse  khtdly  by  the  band,  and  said, "  Farewell, 
my  dear  Sir.  and  remember  that  I  wish  you  all  the  success 
which  ought  to  be  wished  you,  which  can  possibly  be  wished 
you,  faideed.  by  am  kemttt  man.** — AmecdoUs.  —  CaoKia. 

»  These  were  two  points  on  which  It  should  be  keptfai^ 
mind  that  Mr.  Boswell.  though  professing  hlmselfa  high  Tory, 
had  probably,  through  his  cultivation  of  Wilkes's  acquaint- 
anco.  foUen  Into  very  whiggish  feelings,  which  even  hIa 
attachment  to  Dr.  Johnson  could  not  rcpraw.—  CaoKin. 
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both  in  this  and  his  two  former  pamphlets, 
there  was,  amidst  many  powerful  arguments, 
not  only  a  considerable  portion  of  sophistry, 
but  a  contemptuous  ridicule  of  his  opponents, 
which  was  very  provoking. 


JOHNSON  TO  PERKINS.' 


«♦! 


*«  Oetobtr  &  VIU. 
*8iii, —  Tott  may  do  me  a  vny  great  Aivour. 
Vie.  WilUem«,  a  gentlewoman  whom  you  may  have 
eeen  at  Mr.  THrale'e,  is  a  petiiioiicr  ftir  Mr. 
fietherington's  charity ;  petitioni  are  this  day 
itiucd  at  Christ's  hoepiwl. 

'**  9  am  abad  manager  of  haaineM  m  m  erowd  ; 
and  if  I  khould  send  a  mean  man,  hemsybeput 
away  without  his  errand.  I  must,  therefore,  en- 
tnat  that  you  will  go,  and  ask  Tor  a  •petition  Ibr 
:hwnm  Williams,  whose  pafwr  of  inquiriea  vms  de- 
livered with  aoewere  at  the  counting  hotiae  of  the 
hospital  on  Thuiedi^  the  SOth.  My  aenvaot  -vaU 
attend. you  thither,  ^aod  J»ing  the  petttien  home 
when  you  have  Jt. 

**  The  petition  which  thegr  aae  to  give  us,  »  a 
ibrm  which  they  deliver  to  every  petitioner,  and 
whieh  the. petitioner  is  alUrwarda  to  flU  up,  and 
return  to  them  again.  *n)ie'we  must 'have,  or  we 
cannot  proceed  according  to  their  dirBCtaona.  Ton 
need,  I'heiieve,  only  ask 'lor  a  petHion;  if  *they  in- 
quhreYor  whcmi  you  ask,  you  ean  tdl  them. 

^Itoeg  pardon  for  giving  ymitbbtroiiUa;  but 
•h  is  a  -matter 'Of  great  inportauee.  'I  am,  Six,  ^our 
most  ibuiuble  servant,  fikiH.  Jobni 


JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 


**  I^onJan,  OsL  S7.  IVM. 

-'•J>aMt.Sia,^3%efe  has  appeared  .lately  in  the 
papem  an  aeeount  of  ^he'tnat  ovenet«between  MuU 
and  Ulva,  in  which  many  pavengers  were  lost,  and 
among  them  Maclean  of  Col.  We,  yon  know,  weie 
once  drowned' ;  I  hope,  therefore,  that  the  story 
Is  .either  wantonly  or  erroneously  tdld.  Pray  ntisfy 
me  by  the  neat  post. 

**  1  have  .printed  9<D  pages.  I  am  able  to  do 
nothing 'much  worth  doing  to  dear  X<ord  'Hailes's 
book.  I  win,  however,  send  hadk  the  sheets ;  and 
hope,  by  degrees,>to  answer  all  your  reasonable  es- 


**Mt.  Thrale  has  happily  sunnounted  a  very 
snelent  and  aorimoaioua  oppositioa;  but  all  joys 
bave their  abatement:  Mrs.  Thrale  has  Mien  from 
her  horee,  and  hurt  herself  very  muoh.  The  rest 
of  our  Asends,  <I  believe,  are  erdl.  My  'Oom|di- 
msdts  to  Hlia.  BoswelL  —1  am.  Sir,  your  -most 
affectionate  servant,  Sam.  Johstsom.** 

This  letteE,  whidi  shovrs  his  tender  conoen 


t  Vr.TierklDi  wm  for  a  number  of  ysarr  the  worthv  niper. 
lotendrat  of  Mr.  Thrale'i  grtst  brewtfry.  lod  after  hii  detCh 
beosme  one  of  the  proprietor*  of  It ;  and  now  reaidM  in  Mr. 
QTbrale*!  houw  In  Soutbwnrk.  which  wu  the  seoe  of  to 
inaov  Utatarr  meetinn,  and  In  which  he  eotitinaei  the  llbenl 
hoepmlitir  for  which  It  was  ctntaent.  Dr.  Johnson  es- 
tasmeil  hitn  much.  He  bimc  up  In  the  coimtlDf-house  a 
flns  proof  of  the  edmlrsble  raasotlttto  of  Dr.  Johinan.  hy 
JDeofhtr;  and  when  Mrs.  Thrale  aiked  him,  loniewfaca 
Mppairtnr.  **Wbf  do  you  pot  him  up  In  the  oountlof- 
bouM?*^  he  answered,  ^*  Because,  Ifadara,  I  wbh  to  have 
oee  wise  man  there.**    **  Sir,"  said  Johnson,  **  I  thank  yoo. 


fflir  an  «miriiley9irag'gea«lQman  to  whom  be 
had  been  vexy  imiah  obfiged  in  the  Hshridn, 
I  'ha««  inserted  aooardnff  to  its  'ditei  thonik 
before  receiving  it  I  had-mfonaed  him  of  da 
melaneholy 'eereBt  Ihat  -the  yomg  Xaipl  of  €d 
msiimiiriiiiisialy  dnmne^ 


JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELU 

**tiST.&lW. 

^  HmuL  Sia, —  iasst  ai^t  I  eosrsetsd  the  lat 
pageof  our  *  Journey  to  the  Hsbiides.'  Ihepniaa 
has  detained  it  ell  this  -time,  fiir  1  bad,  befael 
went  into  Wales,  written  all  except  two  shech. 
'  The  Patriot*  was  called  for  by  n^  political  friads 
on  Friday,  was  written  on  Saturday,  and  I  ban 
heard  little  of  it.  So  vague  are  conjectures  it  a 
distance.'  As  soon  as  I  can,  I  will  take  care  that 
copies  {of  the  Joumar\  be  sent  to  yoo,  for  I  vouU 
wish  that  (hey  might  be  given  before  tbej  are 
bought :  but  I  am  afraid  that  Mr.  Stnhsn  wt!)  nd 
to  you  and  to  the  booksellers  at  the  feme  line. 
Tirade  is  as  diligeiit  ss  courtesy.  1  havs  mcfltiaad 
all  that  you  Teeonnnended.  Pray  mike  mj  eon* 
pKments  to  Mrs.  -Boewril  and  the  yoaaghi^  % 
elub  bss,  1 4liiDk,  not  yet  met.  Tell  las,  aid  kB 
me  honestly,  wlut  yoii  think  and  wfast  othenay 
of  our  travels.  Shall  we  touch  thecootbent?*— 
I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  most  humble  esrrant, 

«'&ui.Joainoi.'' 

In  his  mamiBcript  diary  of  this  yeac,  tbof  u 
the  following  entry : — 

Iffov.  2?.  Adrent  Sunday.  T  eonndcral  ^ 
this  day,  beingtfae  beginning  of  the  eseleshstiid 
year,  was  a  proper  tine  Ibr  a  new  eoam  d 
life.  I  began  to  read  the  Greek  Tcstaawnt  itfu- 
larly  at  one  hundred  and  sixty  verses  c^ery  Sondij. 
This  day  I  began  the  Acts.  —  *•  In  this  week 
I  read  Virgil's  Pastorals.  I  learned  to  rcpeit  ■ 
the  Pollio  and  Callus.  I  read  cardcMly  the  lixst  ■ 
Geologic** 

*8uch  evidences  of  bis  tmceasing  ardonr,  bod 
far  "  divine  and  human  Iok,**  vSen  advssecd 
iiito  his  sixty-fifth  year,  and  notwtihstsm&f 
his  many  diaturbanoes  fnm  disesaei  nustaake 
us  at  onoe  honour  his  spirit,  and  lament  tfait  H 
should  be  so  sprievouily  dogged  by  its  nstend 
tegument.  It  is  remai^Ue  that  he  was  tcry 
fond  of  the  praoiaion  'which  calctdatioa  pro- 
dnces.  Thns  we  find  in  one  of  his  nsnusniitf 
diaries,  '*  12  pages  in  4to.  Or.  Test  sod  M 
pages  m  Beza's  folio,  conmrise  the  whole  in 
40  daya." 


nip 


•It  it  a  verrlNnMliimie 
Shicerefy.**  <^  Boswiu 

^  In  the  aewipapm.  — Soswau. 
9  AUudtaa  toa  puM««  tn  •  Ictte 
■or  bk  Jamrmeg  to  the  HfdHia,  I 
ilTfM  been  an  havrropcion,  bjr 
'WtMs  k,  aiid  tb«  tiaie  kiauriowly 
applaiMSi  ?*'«..  BiitwBU. 

4  We  liiri.ar^eitvaa 
lalliad  ef  vWtl^  aoon  o 


■^r.  *•  But  bM  ■« 

ClM  dne  ukn  a 

ta  UtawhijP'* 


llMBftlik.a< 


^T.65. 
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[jaHHSOV  T9  MK.  MOVLYEXL, 

Of  Cmmttr^l^ 

Sra, — I  (take  die'Dberty  of  writiiq^  tn  jou,  with 

wiMm  Ihivciio  ^ftequiBtainee,  «iid  wbom'I  have 
therefore  vtry  litfle  right  to  trottble ;  but  m  it  is 
•boot  •  HMUi  cqailly  or  ahnost  cqutHy  rtfUtted  to 
botboTni,  Ifa^yoa  will  excuse  h. 

**  I  hive  klely  Tveeiwd  •  letter  from  our  consxn 
IVmni  JobntoD*,  eomplnning  oT  great  distraw. 
Hii  dittrea,  I  nippoee,  isred ;  but  bow  can  it  be 
prmted  ?  lo  177S.  about  Christnuu,  I  sent  him 
ibiity  poundi,  bccsuae  he  thought  he  could  do 
•onrtbiag  in  a  <hop  :  -many  have  lited  who  b^n 
vitfa  lot.  hi  "the  'Summer  1 773  I  aent  him  ten 
pBuwis  onre,  ai  1  had-ptomiied  him.  What  was 
tberrtflt?  lo  the  spring  1774  he  wrote  me,  and 
tbi  he  WB  in  debt  for  rent,  and  in  want  of  clothes. 
T^  is,  he  had  in  about  sixteen  months  con- 
vnncd  forty  pounda,  «id  then  writes  Tor  morsf 
•ittiout  soy  mention  of  either  misconduct  or  mis- 
fcnaoc  ThU  seems  to  me  Tery  strange,  and  I 
■^  beoMigedtD  you  if  you  can  inlbrm  me,  or 
oaU  bin  inlDrm  mm,  how  the  money  was  spent ; 
■^  five  ^onradeiae  wbat-oan  ba  done  for  hiflrwitb 
fnitmt  sad  affiaapy. 

"  Ue  is,  I  am  ainudvnot  over  sanible  of  the  im- 
prapnsijr  of  bis.maaigament,  for  .be  oame  to  sisit 
*  u  <br  sinnniaf.  I  «nas  in  -the  oount^y,  which, 
r«*%m  vasa«U.iar  as  both :  I  migbtJuwe  used 
bm  binbly,  aad  than  have  i^penlad. 

"/tereiBBt  a  bin  for  five  pomids»  whiab  you 
vJ  w  to  kind  to  §et  diasountad  for  .him,  and  saa 
^■wneyproyai^iapfkliMl,  and  give  am  .your  «d- 
"*  *bitaHi  be  nana  —  J«na»  fir,  your  humble 
**»lf  Ham,  Jomaaji.*^ 

/ORHBON  TO  ME.  «0(»UE.« 


r'W.lTW. 

"DcAs  Sia,  —  T  baiTe  returned  your  play^, 
^tth  joo  wiU  find  anderaeored  with  red,  where 
^^  ««i  a  word  which  1  did  not  Ilka.  The  red 
^bewHbed^lTwhhalhtlewater.  lliepUitis 
»«ia  fruMd,  tba  intricacy  so  artfill,  and  the  dis- 
■bsfleacBt  so  easy,  the  suspense  so  afl^etxng, 
^  ^  pssiiiinsln  parts  ao  properly  hiterposed, 
^  1  bsve  BO  donbt  of  Hs  aneecm.  —  I  am,  Sir, 
r^  not  buBrible  aarrant.         Sax.  Jomisoir.** 

^  lint  effort  of  hij  pen  in  1775,  was  **  Pro- 
M«  for  publishing  the  Works  Of  Mrs.  Char- 
^  Lenaoat,**f '  m  three  Tokunei  quarto. 
h  bi  diary,  Jmnwunr  2.,  I  find  this  entry: — 
^rvte  Charloite^  FkopoMda.**  But,  indeed, 
Ik  ifiWrnaJ  eridenoe  'would  hsve  been  quite 
^^  ^uL  Her  dnim  to  the  fovour  of  the 
r'  .0  Wis  thus  •nteoed:'^ 

*  ^Io«t  of  the  piceaiy  aa  tbey  appeared  singly, 


^  « icotr  wsB  ssaiiaiihrtiB  lif  ■r.llSlljOT's  grand. 
':     '  K««.  P.  8.  BCatfaBoi,  to  ViBi  LMV(n.«nd  by  her, 

* . !  '^«0m  aiiM.  to  IM Caoaaa,  ia46. 

•  a  nm  JoImhod  smbm  to  bevo  tioen  tho  Mm  of  Andrew, 
•*  *  •'■•«1  oDds  (Mi%  p^  1980  Mr.  HoUjcr  wai  tbo 
*  '  **  ««t.  OM  of  the  Fiovil*.  Tbomu  died  at  Coveotnr, 
;  "•!  •:;!».  !••«{•«  •dangbter,  Mrs.  Whldng .  and  a  grand. 
^«^.  vtaoara  leawinbtiod  In  Dr.  Mmaoo'i  will 

^  te  ■o^wboftiBM  tlih  IliM  forward  will 

^•-«  I>c  nv.*  lie  MaSa*  bulbs  bidia 


hare  been  Tcad  with  approbation,  perhaps  above 
their •maeits,  bunafn^giaatadeanngt'to  the  writer. 
^6be  hopes,  tberafoia,  that  aha  ahall  'BOt.be  cod> 
sidafod  as 'too  indulgynt  to  canity,  or  too  studious 
of  intsvcat,  if  ftomtfbot  labour  whidh  has  bitbaMo 
bean  chiefly  gabifol  to  otbars,  dhe  cndcoToorsta 
Obtain  at  last  soose  profits '4o  heiaelf4md'ber'cbil* 
dasn.  4ibe  4annat  daaeatbf  anfoiae  her  olaim  by 
the  praise  of  ber  own^iaifivmanoes :  nor  can  she 
a«ippoat,>tbflt,  by  the  meat  artfiiLand  laboured  ad- 
dress,  any  additional  notice  could  be  proetnred  to  a 
publioatHm,  of^wbich  bar  Msjcsty  has  eoadassended 
to  be 'the  pattonass." 

He  this  year  also  wrote  the  Prefhce  to 
Baretirs  *'£affy  Xieflsons  in  Italian  and  En- 
glish." f 

JCUINSON  TO  BOSW£IX. 


14.1798. 

"  Oaaa-'flia*^'  You  norer  did-aak  for  a  book  by 
tbepaat4iU  n«ir,  and  I  didaot  think  on  it.  You 
sac  now  it-m  daaa.  I  aent  one  to  the  King,  and  I 
bear  be  likes  it.  I  dball  aend  a  paasal  into  Scot- 
land for  pnwnti,  and  -intend  to  give  to  many  of  my 
friends.  In  your  catalogue  you  loft  out  L<ord 
Aochinleck.  —  Let  me  know,  as  fast  as  you  read 
it,  how  you  like  it ;  and  let  me  know  if  any  mis- 
uke  is  committed,  or  any  thing  impotftsttt  Idft  out 
I  wish  you  could  have  seen  the  sheets.  My  com- 
pliments to  Mrs.  Boswell,  and  to  Veronica,  and  to 
an  my  friends.  —  I  am,  Sir,  your  most  humble 
servant. 


BOSWCLX  TO  JOiTNSON. 

**Bdtokargh.Jan.  19. 1776. 
*  Be  pleased  to  aceept  of  my  best  thanks  for 
^onr  *  Journey  to  the  Hehiides.*  which  came  to  me 
by  last  night's  post  I  did  resUy  ask  the  fovour 
twice ;  but  you  have  been  even  with  me  by  gnmt- 
iag  it  so  speedily.  JBia  dai  qui  tito  daL  Though 
ill  of  a  bad  cold,  you  kept  me  up  the  .greatest  part 
of  last  night :  for  I  did  not  stop  till  I  had  read 
«v«ry  word  of  your  book.  1  looked  bask  to  our 
first  talking  of  a  visit  to  the  Hebrides,  which  was 
many  years  sgo,  when  sitting  by  ounelves  in  the 
Mitae  tavern  in  London,  I  think  about  mtektu^ 
iimti4*nigktt  and  then  axulled  in  contemplating 
our  aebeme 'fulfilled,  and  a  aHmanMalaai  jptmuu  of 
it  erected  by  your  superior  abilities.  I  shall  only 
say,  that  your  book  bin  afforded  me  a  high  gratifi- 
cation. I  sbaU  afUnaar da  give  you  toy  thoughts 
on  particular  passages.  In  the  mean  time,  I  haitsn 
to  tell  yoo  of  your  having  mistaken  two  names* 
which  70U  will  conoct  in  Loudon,  as  1  shall  do 
'here,  that  the  genUemen  vrbo  deserve  tbe  valuable 
eompliments  which  you  have  paid  them  may  a^jqy 
their  honours.  In  p.i06.,  fbr  Gm^dm  -read  Mmr^ 
Maom  s  ud  in  p.  357*,  fbr  WaeUtm  read  Maehod,* 


davotad  Ms  labara  to  lllsaatnie.  Ha  poblbbad  tianilariosi 
of  Taiao*«  Jfrm$0ltm  and  Artoaio'«  OrliiNdv.  .Ba  diad  la 
I.— Caoaaa. 
^  ClaoBlaa.-«'Bflew8B&.  It  vat  piedaead  at  Oovant  Gar- 
1n  llaaca«  177ft.  kot  wittioat  aueaaM  ;  loeaoMqaanaa  oT 
whiali  Hoole  temrMd  to  tlie  anMMior  a  part  of  tha  aMOtf 
hoiud  racalvad  fortiia  copyrl^tt. -> Wsioar. 

•  8ae  anJ»,  p.  W.  n.  4 — 'C. 

*  Tbete  aad  favaril  other  errors  Which  Boswall  pointed 
oat,  Johntoa  n#«l«ctcd  to  eorrrct,  and  thrjr  arr.  thirelbra, 
ripaatail  in  all  adltiuoi  of  hb  work,    Bavtog  obcsined  a  copy 
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"  But  I  am  now  to  appl j  to  700  for  immcuJiato 
nd  in  taj  profiiioB,  which  you  hsvc  ncfTcr  icAmd 
to  grant  when  I  requMttd  it.  I  cncloM  yon  a  pe« 
tition  fiir  Dr.  Menust  a  phyaeian  at  AberdeeOf  in 
which  Sir  John  Dahrymple  hat  ctcrtcd  hit  ulanti» 
and  wbieh  I  am  to  answw  as  counad  for  the  mana- 
gers of  the  royal  infirmary  in  that  city.  Mr.  Jopp, 
the  provost,  who  deUvered  to  yon  your  fireedom,  is 
one  of  my  clients,  and,  at  aeUum  iifAbtnkeih  you 
will  support  him. 

**  The  foct  is  shortly  this.  In  a  translation  of 
the  charter  of  the  infirmary  from  Latin  into  £n« 
glisb,  made  under  the  authority  of  the  managers, 
the  same  phrase  in  the  original  is  in  one  place 
rendered  pAyfieioa,  but  when  applied  to  Dr.  Memis 
is  rendered  doctor  of  modieimo.  Dr.  Memis  com- 
plained of  this  before  the  translation  was  printed, 
but  was  not  indulged  with  hsTtng  it  altered  ;  and 
he  has  brought  an  action  for  damages,  on  account 
of  a  supposed  injury,  as  if  the  designation  given  to 
him  was  an  inferior  one,  tending  to  make  it  be 
supposed  he  is  noC  a  pKytician,  and  consequently 
to  hurt  his  practice.  My  fother  has  dismisBcd  the 
action  as  groundless,  and  now  he  has  appealed  to 
the  whole  court.*** 


JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

••Jan.  n.  ins. 

**  DuLa  Sxa,  <—  I  long  to  bear  how  you  like  the 
book ;  it  is,  I  think,  much  liked  here.  But  Mae- 
pherson  is  very  forioos ;  can  you  give  roe  any  more 
intelligence  about  him,  or  his  Fingal  ?  Do  what 
you  can,  and  do  it  quickly.  Is  Lord  Hailes  on 
our  side?  Pray  let  roe  know  what  I  owed  you 
when  I  left  you,  that  I  may  send  it  to  you. 

"  I  am  going  to  write  about  the  Americans.*  If 
you  have  picked  up  any  hints  among  your  lawyers, 
who  are  great  masters  of  the  law  of  nations,  or  if 
your  own  mind  suggests  any  thing,  let  me  know. 
But  mum,  it  is  a  secret  —  I  will  send  your  parcel 
of  books  as  soon  as  I  can ;  but  I  cannot  do  as  I 
wish.  However,  you  find  every  thing  mentioned 
in  the  book,  which  you  recommended. 

"  Langton  is  here ;  we  are  all  that  ever  we  were. 
He  is  a  worthy  fellow,  without  malice,  though  not 
without  resentment*  Poor  Bcauderk  is  so  u\  that 
his  lifo  is  thought  to  be  in  danger.  Lady  Di  nurses 


of  Botweiri  lift  of  oRBts,  1  stthMa  It  In  the  Appendix.— 
CsosBB.  1846. 

1  In  tb«  court  of  itttlon  of  Scotland  sn  action  Is  flnt  tried 
by  one  of  tb«  judfet,  who  It  callad  th«  Lord  Ordinarf ;  and 
If  either  partv  it  dUutU6cd,  h«  mnr  appeal  to  th«>whol«i 
court,  contUonK  of  ftftecn,  the  Lord  Prc»ldpnt  and  fourteen 
other  Judges,  who  hate  both  In  and  out  of  court  the  title  of 
Lords  from  the  name  of  their  estates  ( as.  Lord  Auebloleck, 
Lord  Monboddo,  ac.  —  Boswbll. 

>  The  panphlet  of  "  Tastitkm  mo  T^frenmr.**  —  Crokcs. 

'  This  refers  to  the  eoolnoss  alluded  to,  eisl^,  p.  S65.  and 
p.  19S  —  CaocBs. 

*  It  should  be  recollected  that  this  fknclful  description  of 
his  friend  was  given  bj  Johnsmi  after  he  himself  had  become 
a  water-drinker,  i.-  Boswsll.  Johnson  had  been  a  water- 
drinker  erer  since  17G6,  and  therefore,  <Aai  could  not  be  his 
motire  for  making,  nine  years  later,  an  observation  on  Sir 
Joshua's  **«ne  character.**  Sir  Joahua  was  mimtiwa  oon- 
virlal.  but  tai  noderation,  and  this  espressfcm  of  JiOinson's 
was  either  a  mere  picasaatry,  or  aroae  out  of  that  feuej 
wblrh  he,  as  BosweU  elsewhere  tells  us,  entertained,  that 
everj  one  who  drank  wine,  in  aaj  quantltj  whatsoever,  was 
more  or  less  drunk.  — >  Csoass. 

»  SeeMi^,  p.na  — C. 

•  He  now  sent  bm  s  Lstia  inserlpcloa  fcr  my  historical 


him  with  very  great  esiduity.     Rtyaol^  hsi  ' 
taken  too  much  to  strong  liqiior\  sadsHmto 
delight  in  his  new  character. 

**  This  is  all  the  news  that  I  have;  botaiTw 
love  verses,  I  will  send  yon  a  iew  which  I  aa4i 
apoo  Incfakennetb*;  but  rememhcr  the  conditas  1 
—  you  shall  not  show  them,  eicept  to  Lord  Hsm^ 
whom  I  love  better  than  any  men  whom  I  kaova 
little.  If  ha  asks  you  to  trsnscrtbe  them  fer  bin. 
you  may  do  it,  but  I  think  be  must  pranin  set 
to  let  them  be  copied  again,  nor  to  show  then  a  ^ 
mine.  I 

«•  I  have  at  last  sent  back  Lord  Hsilci^  ibftli  ' 
I  never  think  about  returning  them,  bccsiae  I  sltcf 
nothing.  You  will  see  that  I  might  ss  wdl  )uti 
kept  them.  However,  I  am  ashsmed  of  my  lUiTi 
and  if  I  have  the  honour  of  reeeiviog  ssj  aoft 
promise  pimctually  to  return  them  by  the  ont  pea. 
Make  my  compliments  to  dear  Mn.  Bosvcll,  aid 
to  Miss  Veronica.  I  am,  dear  Sir,  y«an  nxt 
fiuthfully,  Sam.  Joanos.'* 

BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

•*  Bdlnbargh,  Jss. '  l^ 
"  Too  rate  our  lawyers  here  too  high,  whis  t« 
call  them  great  masters  of  the  law  of  ns6ooi» . .  •  • 
As  for  myself,  I  am  ashamed  to  say  I  hsTcmd!'-' 
and  thought  little  on  the  snlqcct  of  Amtrio.   I 
will  be  much  obliged  to  you,  if  you  will  Affci  « 
where  I  shall  find  the  best  inlbrmatioa  rf  vtot  s 
to  be  said  on  both  sidea.     It  is  a  solqeot  vstf  in » 
present  extent  and  liiture  consequences.   "^^ 
perfect  hinto  which  now  float  in  my  ansd  wd 
rather  to  the  fimnatton  of  an  opinion  thst  otf  ^ 
vemment  has  been  precipitant  and  sevsre  is  ^ 
resolutions  taken  agsinat  the  Bostonisns.    ^r  ^ » 
you  know  that  I  have  no  kindne*  for  thai  n» 
But  nations,  or  bodies  of  men,  should,  ss  «tu  a 
individuals,  have  a  &ir  trial,   and   net  be  <«»- 
demned  on  character  alone.     Have  we  oot  csp^* 
contracts  with  our  colomes,  which  §Sovd  a  vat 
certain  foundation  of  Judgment,  than  gcncfsi  ^ 
ticsl  speculations  on  the  mutual  sights  of  ststa<u 
their  provinces  or  colonies?     Pray  let  B'<  ^*^| 
immediately  what  to  read,  and  I  shall  dil'r'^^ 
endeavour  to  gather  for  you  any  thing  that  1  w 
find.     Is  Burke*s  q>eeeh    on   Amrncao  tsu^-^ 
published  by  himself  ?    Is  it  authentic?    1  rr»«^ 
ber  to  have  heard  you  say,  that  you  hsd  si*n 


picture,  Mary  Queen  of  Scots,  sad  afterwards  fcw-*^ 
with  nn  English  transl«ioo.     Mr.  AMenwao  »*«  '        , 
eminent  natron  of  the  arts,  has  Mbtotoed  tteai  t^  ^■'  * 
graving  [bj  Legat]  firon  ay  picture  :.^ 

**  Maria  Seotorum  Reflna, 
Hcunlnum  sadltiosoruaa 
CoDtuaieltte  Uaaata. 
Mfaiis  lerrita,  clanaorll 
LIbello.  per  qura 

KcfBOCMilt. 

Licrlmans  trrpidansqiss 
Nomen  appcmit." 

**  Marv,  Qneen  of  Scots, 
Harassed,  terrified,  and  o 
B  J  the  insults, 

Apd  clantours 
or  her  rebelltoua  »ahkecta» 
SeU  her  hand, 
WHh  tears  and  cooAitloQ, 
To  a  reelination  of  the  kini^dsB.'*-'  ^^^v^ 

t  cannot  but  think  that  a  Ims  a»b4fwow*  p*  rsv  '  ^ 
have  be«n  better  than  **renw  cv^sr.**  wbtra.  «  * '  '  "j 
and  Intrinsically,  preaenti  tbw  idM  of  jwiriwn  *r  •m* 
rather  than  of  m^gmimg  ike 


Mt.vS* 
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coosidMedKittlndiiui  aflfain;  though,  sur«ly,they 
«e  of  mucb  importance  lo  Great  Britain.  Under 
the  Nooiiceciuo  of  this*  I  shelter  myaelf  from  the 
itprotch  of  ignorance  about  the  Americans.  If 
joa  vritt  upon  the  subject,  I  shall  certainly  on- 
dentud  it  But,  since  you  seem  to  expect  that  I 
Aoold  know  something  of  it,  without  your  instrue* 
tioo,  tad  that  my  own  mind  should  suggest  some* 
\hiag,  I  triHt  you  will  put  me  in  the  way. 

Whst  does  Becket  mean  by  the  OriffinaU  of 
Fisgal  and  other  poems  of  Ossian,  which  he  adver- 
tncsiobsve  lain  in  his  shop?** 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

**Jaa9B.mB. 
*  DiAa  Sia,—  You  sent  me  a  ease  to  consider, 
ii  which  I  bate  no  facta  but  what  are  against  us, 
•or  lay  principles  on  which  to  reason.  It  is  vain 
totnr  to  vrite  thus  without  materials.  The  fiict 
■ran  to  be  sgainat  you ;  at  least  I  cannot  know  or 
•J  iay  thing  to  the  contrary.  1  am  glad  that  you 
iike  the  book  so  welL  I  hear  no  more  of  Mac- 
pbenofl.  I  shall  long  to  know  what  Lord  Hailes 
■pof  it  Lend  it  him  privately.  I  shall  send  the 
pKd  tt  loon  as  I  can.  Make  my  compliments  to 
Xn  BoiweU.    I  am.  Sir,  &c.,    San.  Johnson.** 

BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

*•  B4taiburih,  Ftb.  %.  1775. 

**  Atto  Mscphcnon,  I  am  aniious  to  have  from 
fMindf  a  full  and  pointed  account  of  what  has 
pMvd  between  you  and  him.  It  is  confidently 
^  bifc,  that  before  your  book  came  out  he  sent 
1*700,  to  let  you  know  that  he  understood  yoa 
■not  to  deny  the  authenticity  of  Ossian's  poems ; 
thit  the  originals  were  in  his  poosesuon ;  that  you 
^^  hste  inspection  of  them,  and  might  take  the 
fvidcsee  of  people  skilled  in  the  Erse  language ; 
*^  ^  he  hoped,  alter  this  fiur  ofl^,  you  would 
M  be  10  nacandid  as  to  assert  that  he  bad  refused 
""■"ible  prooC  That  yon  paid  no  regard  to  hb 
*"*pf  but  pttbliabed  your  strong  attack  upon 
^i  sad  then  be  wrote  a  letter  to  you,  in  such 
^■'v  IS  he  thought  suited  to  one  who  had  not 
^  SI  a  man  of  rmtmaty.  Tou  may  believe  it 
pn  Be  pain  to  bear  your  conduct  represented  as 
■'■vQwable,  while  I  can  only  deny  what  is  said, 
■  the  ground  that  your  character  reftites  it,  with- 
M  htviag  any  inlbriiiatioo  to  oppose.  I^et  me,  I 
hi  It  of  yoo,  be  furaiahed  with  a  sufficient  answer 
hie;  calomoy  opoo  this  occasion. 

"Lord  Uailsa  writes  to  me  (for  we  correspond 
^>«  ibsa  we  talk  tocether),  '  As  to  Rngal,  I  see 


'  Ha  lorMilp,  aotwIthalMdlnc  hie  reeolutioD,  did  commit 
■  «nfiBMmu  to  papor,  aad  Id  ooo  of  hli  autee  to  hit  Col- 
r^'  '>'  Ok  ScotUeli  Pootrv.  layt.  **  to  doubt  the  autboo- 
■y; ''  thtm  pocae  Is  a  reftMOMOt  hi  iceptldBni  Indeed.*' 
"*  kiwitx.  iao. 

J*^  itff.  eerhepe,  that  tbie  Itaie  would.  If  taken  ae  a 
»y*^  pnmdple,  eacludo  tbe  expedlenejr  of  S07  ferm  ot 
^^<  w  tto  Mceeeky  of  tbe  priMtbood,  and  eofuequentlj 
^<€*  w  Itiurff  emi  cborch  cecatrfuhnent ;  tmt  Dr. Jobn- 
**•  *«»•  referred  tea  epedal  case,  not  otmrnbHe  but  of  do- 
*^«  reyvr ;  ead  thf  Church  of  Baflaod,  iboagb  Ite  Uturgy 
^•*  iteireMv  beipe  to  pmmte  dfeoMm,  doee  not  eflbct 
rj*v»Ut«  a  bf  eoj  form  or  rabric ;  It  wee,  however,  per- 
1^  <kii  eritictam  wliicfa  todueed  Mr.  Leofton  (ee  I  rap- 
^1  le  M^tfiiaie  far  thle  elegeat  Una  the  dbecttrs  and 


ftivwiMe. 


a  controversy  arising,  and  purpose  to  keep  out  of 
its  way.  There  is  no  doubt  that  I  might  mention 
some  circumstances ;  but  I  do  not  choose  to  commit 
them  to  pa  per. '1  What  hia  opinion  is  I  do  not 
know.  He  says,  •  I  am  singularly  obliged  to  Dr. 
Johnson  lor  hia  accurate  and  usefbl  criticisms.  Had 
he  given  some  strictures  on  the  general  plan  of  the 
work,  it  would  have  added  much  to  his  fiivoura.' 
He  is  charmed  with  your  versea  on  Inehkenneth, 
says  they  are  very  elegant,  but  bids  me  tell  you,  he 
doubts  whether  — 

*  Legitimes  faoiunt  peetora  pure  preces  * 
be  according  to  the  rubric  ',  but  that  is  your  con- 
cern ;  for,  you  know,  he  is  a  F^ed>yterian.' 


t> 


tt 
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JOHNSON  TO  DR.  LAWRENCE.* 

"  Feb.  7.  1778. 
*'SiE,  —  One  of  the  Scotch  physicians  is  now 
prosecuting  a  corporation  that  in  some  public  in- 
strument have  styled  him  doctor  oftiudieitu  instead 
otphjfnckm,  Boswell  desires,  being  advocate  for 
the  corporation,  to  know  whether  doctor  ofmedieimo 
is  not  a  legitimate  title,  and  whether  it  may  be  con- 
sidered as  a  disadvantageous  distinction.  I  am  to 
write  to-night ;  be  pleased  to  tell  me.  I  am.  Sir, 
your  most,  &a,  Sam.  Johnson.** 


JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

••reb.7. 177B. 

**  Mt  DSAa  BoswsLL,  <—  I  am  surprised  that, 
knowing  ae  you  do  the  dtspoeition  of  your  country- 
men to  tell  lies  in  fkvour  of  each  other*,  you  can 
be  at  all  affected  by  any  reports  that  circulate 
among  theou  Macphenon  never  in  his  life  offered 
me  a  sight  of  any  original,  or  of  any  evidence  of 
any  kind ;  but  thought  only  of  intimidating  me  by 
noise  and  tlireata,  till  my  last  anawer  — cAol  / 
would  motbedttorrodfrom  detoetittff  wkai  likomgkt  a 
ehoat,  by  tko  mmate§  of  a  ruffian  —  put  an  end  to 
our  correnpoodence. 

•"Th  stou  of  the  question  is  this.  He,  and  Dr. 
Blair,  whom  1  consider  as  deceived,  say,  that  he 
copied  the  poem  from  old  manuscripts.  Hb  copies, 
if  he  had  them,  and  1  believe  him  to  have  none,  are 
nothing.  Where  are  the  manuscripts?  They  can 
be  shown  if  they  eiist,  hot  they  were  never  shown. 
De  mom  cxittemtibut  cf  mom  appartntibust  says  our 
law,  eo^em  at  ratio.  No  man  has  a  claim  to  credit 
upon  his  own  word,  when  better  evidence,  if  he  had 
it,  may  be  easily  produced.  But  so  far  as  we  can 
find,  the  Erse  language  was  never  written  till  very 
lately  for  the  purposes  of  rcligioiL     A  nation  that 

*  The  learned  end  worthy  Dr.  Lawrenee,  wbona  Dr.  Joho- 
■oa  reepectrd  end  loved,  se  hie  pbyetdan  sod  frlead.  —  Boe- 


*  My  frlead  hee,  In  thii  letter,  relied  upon  mjr  teftlmonr, 
with  a  oooddence,  of  whicb  tbe  groond  has  neaped  mj  recol. 
lecUoo.  <—  BoBwux.  Thit,  end  e  subefquent  phraec  In  tbie 
letter,  mutt  have  left  poor  Boewell  lorelj  perplexed  be- 
tween bit  deilre  to  ttand  wdl  witb  bit  couotrjinen,  and  liie 
taabilitjr  to  deny  Johaton't  ettertloa.  Hit  ereelon  It  awkward 
enouch,  for  there  are  teveral  peteaget  la  bit  own  Journal  of 
the  ^our  which  Juttlfy  Johnton'i  epprel  to  him ;  for  in- 
etenoe,  Boewell't  obeervetlon,  aall,  10th  October  p.  883., 
on  "  the  anMnU  eareltttmen  ot  the  etetenentt  with  which 
he  and  Dr.  Johntoo  were  so  coostsaUy  deeetotd  and  jvo- 
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eanaot  vrite,.or  a  Unguagf  thatwaft.xisf«Kwiitt«i„ 
hat  no  manuaariptt. 

*■  But  whatAvw  ha  ham  he  novae  ofiwad  tOMhom, 
If  old  nunuseripuibmild  norw  be  nMnticuied,  I 
afaimldt  nnlMW  thora  wow  mora  evidenoft  tbatoHi 
ba  easU|^had•.  suppoMftlMni  anotbaa  proof  of  Seotoir 
oonapinMj  in  national  fiJaahood*  .  Do  not  oanauxo' 
Itm  ezpnaaian;  jqn  1uio«»  it  to  bartauct 

**  Dr.  Mami»*a.qMaatien.ia-ao  nasBOv  aa»to  alloir 
no.8pecp1ation ;  and  I  bava  no  laeta  befian  ma  but 
those  which  his  advocate  haa  produced  against  .you. 
I  consulted  this  morning,  the  President  of  the  Lon- 
don College  of  FhysicUos^  who  says,  that  with  us, 
€!oetor  of  pirate  (we  do  not  say  dodor  of  medicine)  is 
the  highest  titlJB  that  a  practiaer  or  physic  can 
have ;  that  doctor  implies  not  only  phyeidan,  but 
teaebett  of  physia;,  that  every  dodor  is  leg^ly  a 
ph^iician ;  but  no  man,  not  a  doetort  can  praetiee 
pk^uic  but  by  licence  particularly  granted.  The 
doctorate '  n  a  lieeace  of  itaclf.  It  aeema  to  as  a 
▼ery  dendar-cause  of  proseeutbii. 

•*  I  am  now  engaged,  but  in  a  little  time  I  hope 
to  do  all  yoU' would'  hate  My  oomplimenta  to 
SIbdam  and  Veronica.  I  ann  Sir,  youa  most 
bumble  aenrant,  Sajc  Jbmrsow." 


What  words  were  used  byi  Mr.  Mkcpherson 
in  bifl  letter  to  the  venerable  sage,  I  have  never 
heard;  but  tiiey  are  eeneraily  said  to  have 
been  of  a  nature  very  aifTerent  from,  the  lan- 
guage of  literary  contest.  Dr.  Johnson^s 
answer  appeared  in  the  newspapers  of  the  day, 
and  has  since  been  frequently  republished; 
but  not  with  perfect  accuracy.  I  give  it  as 
dictated  to  me  )aj  himself,  wntten  down  in  his 
presancoi  and  authenticated  bj  a  note  in  his 
own  handwzitingi  '*  J3u^,  T  thiniy  is  a.  true 

JOHNSON  TO  MACPHSASON. 

''Mb.  Jambs  MAcrHiasow, —  I  received  your 
foolish  and  impudent  letter.  Any  violence  offered 
me  I  shall  do  my  best  to  repel ;  and  what  I  cannot 
do  for  myself,  the  law  shall  do  for  me.  I  hope  I 
nerer  shall  be  deterred  from  detecting  what  I  think 
a  cheat,  by  the  menaces  of  a  ruffian. 

<<  "What  would  you  have  me  retract  ?  I  thought 
your  book  an  imposture ;  I  think  it  an  impostura 
stilL  For  this  opinion  I  have  given  my  reasons  to 
the  public,  which  I  here  dare  you  to  refute.  Tour 
rage  I  defy.  Your  abilities,,  since  your  Homer, 
are  not  so  formidable ;  and  what  I  hear  of  your 
morals  iodines  me  to  pay  regard,  not  to  what  you 
shall  say,  but  to  what- you  shall  prore.  You  may 
print  this  if  you  will.  Sam.  Johksox." 


1  I  have  deposited  ft  in  the  British  Mnsaam.  —  Bo*> 
WBLL.  A  careful  tearch  has  beeo  mmi»  In  the  Mtiteoin  for 
this  letter,  bat  without  lueeaii ;  and  of  all  the  M88.  which 
Botwell  1^  he  knd  denoetted  there;  oidjrthtt  copy  of  the 
letter  to  Lord  CbettertMd  has  beeik  found,  and  that  was  wU 
dspoalted  br  bimi  hut  after  hit  dMitb.  '^furtuaDt  to  the  In- 
tentiona  of  the  late  JtnMi  Boewe^l,  B«q.'*_  P.  CoiomioaAM. 

•  *•  Pear  wa»,  hideed«'*  aajt  Mft;  Pfossi,*'a  leDBaUcw  to 
wUch  Mr.  Johnson  wat  aa  otter  •tranforv  exoeptiaf  when 
■ome  sadden  appreheatlom  nlsed  him  that  he  wai  gohif  to 
die ;  and  even  then,  he  taspt  all  hit  wita  about  Mm,  to  ex* 
preta  thr  nott  huroUe  and  pathetic  pHltiems  to  the  Al- 
mighty :  and  when  the  flnt  paralytic  atroke  took  Mr  speech 

*  Johnioa.  to  hii  Dietlooary,  haa  thli  leoae  of  deprecate 
''**to  implore  mereif."    He,  howerer,  adds  thai  ••  It  is  not 


Mr.  Mncphenon  little  knew  tiie  rftarartjyr 
of  Dn  Johnaon,  if  he  auppoMdi  that  he  ooold. 
be  eiBily  intimidBtad.:  for  na  men  wee  ev«r 
more  remarkable  far  peraamL  oonmge.  H» 
bed,  indeed,  an  awftd  dread  of  deaifay.or  Tedier^ 
*^  of  Bomethin^  after  death :  **  and  wbatreaonal 
man,  whe  wetvmAy  thinks  of  qmttang  ell  tiiat 
be  has  erer  known;  and  goii^  into  a*  new  and 
unknown  state  of  being,  can  be  without  that 
dread  ?  But  his  fhar  was  from  reffeetiun.;  his 
courage  natural.  His  ftar,  in  diet  one 
instance,  was  the  result  of  philosophical  and 
religious  consideration.  He  feared  death,  but 
he  feared  nolhing*  else^.  not  even  whet  might 
occasioB  death.* 

Many  instances  of  his  TemAaiaotk  tomf  be 
mentioned.  One  da^r,  at  Mr.  Beauderk'a  hoaw 
in  the  oountry,  when  two  large,  do^  wcfe 
fitting  (ant&i  p.  379.),  he  went  up  to  them,  end 
beatr  them  till  they  separated  r  and  at  anotho' 
tiine,  when  told  of  the  danger  thene  wea  that 
a  gun  mig^  burst  if  charsra  with  menj  ba]la» 
he  put  in  six  or  seven,  and  fired  it  off  against 
a  wall:  Mr.  Langton  told  me,  that  when  thej 
were  swimming  together  near  Oxford,  l^ 
cautioned  Dr.  Johnson  against  a  pool,  which 
was  reckoned  particulany  dangerous;  npoa 
which  Johnson  curectly  swam  into  it;  He  toid 
me  himself  that  one  night  he  was  attached  in 
the  street  bj  four  men,  to  whom,  he  woeld  not 
jiM,  but  Isept  them  ail  at  bey,  till  the  watdi 
came  up,  ana  earned  both  hun  and  them  to 
the  round-house.  In  the  jdajhouae  et  Lick- 
field,  as  MJr.  Gairick  informed  me^  Johnson 
havinff  for  a  moment  quitted'  a  diair  which 
was  jMBced  for  him  between  tiie  side  aoenes,  a 
gentleman  took  possession  of  it,  and,  when 
Johnson  on  his  return  civilly  demanded  his 
seat,  rudel  J  refused,  to  give  it  up ;  upon  which 
Johnson  laid  hdd  of  it,  and  tossed  him  and 
the  chair  into  the  pit."  Footer  who  so  anoeaa- 
fully  revived  the  old  comedy,  by  A^I*tK;t;T>g 
living  charaetera,  had  zeaolved  to  imitate  John* 
son  on  the  stu^e,  exnecting  great  piofite  fipom 
his  ridioule  of  so  ccaebratMh  a.man* 
being  informed  of  his  intention,  and 
dinner  at  Mr.  Thomas  Davies*%  the  ~ 
from  whom  I  had  the  fltniys  he 
Davies,  **what  was  the  oonmon 
oak  stick?'*  and  bang 
"  Why  then.  Sir,"  said  he,  **give  me  leeve  to 
send  your  servant  to  puitdiase  me  a  *fcnKwy 
one.    ril  have  a  dcmble  quantity;  for  I 


Mr. 
of  «i 


from  bin,  he  lutantly  let  aboot  miwiswlm  a  nrayerto 
Latin,  at  once  to  deprecate  •  OodH  mercy,  to  aadan-  tbmatif 
that  hla  mental  powers  remained  nnlmpaiwd.  aaa  to  k«9 
them  in  exerdae.  that  they  mlatat  not  perlah  hf  penallted 
stasnation.  When  one  d^  he  mid  at  me  bmi 
turn  of  antimony  Ifittraii  oi  emelk  wine,  for  a 
himielf  the  perton  to  direet  what  to  dofsr  hfaa,  t 
with  aa  much  coolDem  and  deliberalloa  aa  if 
preaertMng  for  an  Indiflhrent  person.**— 
'  If  Hr».  Ptosii  had  reported  any 
I  as  tMs,  Boswell  would 
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toIdFogto  mima.to  iaki nm  offi  aa  hacdlsrit^ 
ud  I  ta  detenxiiaed  tbe  felloir  ahall  note  do  it 
nitJi  iapjnit/.**  Danes-  took  osre  ta  -  aocMiaint 
Foote  of  thtf*  whioh  efiecteallf  cfaeaked  the 
wutonnoB  of  tha  mimiB.  Mr.  MaqikeBBonls 
aeuctf  mads  Jahnaon  provide.  hinualC  with 
tltt  nna  imDlemaBt  of  oafenoo ;  and  had  h« 
been  ittaekeo,  I  have  no  doubt  thati  old  aa>ha 
vu,  he  would  have  made  his  conxusaL  pvoweaa 
be  felt  18  much  as  his  intellectual. 

Hit  "  Jbumej  to  the  Western  IsUuids  of 

Sootlaod  "  *  is  a.  most'valaabla  |Mrfonnance» 

h  tbonnds  in  axtanaire  philoaoghical'  yiaws  of 

lodetf,  and  in  ingenioua  sentiment  and  llTeLv 

dewipckm.  Aeonsiderable  part  of  it^  indeedi 

ooomtii  of  qyeoiilationsi  wnich*  many  ^ears 

bdbre  bs  saw  the  wild  regions  ithkih  we  Tisited 

together,  probabljf^  had  emglojed  his  attention^ 

though  the  actual  sight  of  thoae  scenes  uni> 

dbuirtsdlj  quicksned  and  Bnfoanted.  them* 

Mr.  Orme\  the  Tery  able  hiatoriant.  agreed 

vitii  ne  in  this  opinioo^  whichhe  thus  atinngly 

ecpaied:  **  Than  are  in  that  book  thonghta| 

vbich»  by  long  leTolution.  in  the  great  mind  of 

ialmaoD,  have  been  formed  and  polished  like 

I  ptbbla  zoUedin  the  ooeanl  *** 

\    Ilttt  he  was  to  some  despree  of  excess  a  iruM 

'  ^£i^fiikmtmf  so  as  to  have  entertained  an 

I  udoe  prejudice  affainst  both  the  country  and 

>  ^  fwple  of  Scot&ndt  must  be  allowed   But 

,  '<  vai  s  mjodice  of  the  head»  and  not  of  the 

ban.'  He  had  no  ill*wai  to  the  Scotch ;  for, 

.f  be  bad  been  conscious  of  that,  he  never 

9'iQid  h$je  thrown  himself  into  the  bosom  of 

tftdr  vtmtrj^  and  tmated  to  the  protection  of 

'•^  resste  mfaabilMata  with  a  finriess  confi- 

'"»»•  ffis  remark  upon  the  nakedness  of  the 

!  ^"VBtiT,  from  its  being  denuded  of  tnes,  was 

i  ^^  sftcr  having  travelled  two- hundred  miles 

'-^  the  eastern  coast,  where  oertainlv  trees 

■  "^  nA  to  be  fimnd  near  the  road ;  and  ne  said 

( vv  ''a  fflsp  of  the  road*  which  he  gave. 

nil  dkbdief  of  the  authentidty  of  the  poems 

^TiUed  to  Ossian,  a  Highland  bard,  was  oon- 

^^^  in  tbe  ooorse  of  nis  journey,  bv  a  very 

ann  «umination  of  the  evidence  ofiered  for 

('■  od  *lAiHfgh  their  authenticity  was  made 

&<  fflac&  a  «»«t««i*i  point  by  the  Scotch,  there 

**^  Bsay  sespectabie  persons  in  that  country, 

*^  £d  not  conenr  in  this :  so  that  his  judg- 

t^et  npoQ  the  question  ongfat  not  tobe  dbcrira, 
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evea  by  those  who.  differ  finom  him.  Ae  to  my^ 
self,  I  can  only  say,  unonaaulyect  now  become 
vary  uninterartang^  thab  when  the  finagments 
of  Highland  poetisy  fint  eame  out^  I  was  much 
plaaaed  with  their  wild  peoulianty,  and  was 
on»  of  those  who  subserioed  to  enable  thrir 
editor  Mr.  Macphenen^  then  a  younrman,  to 
make  a  seareh  in  the  Hi^ands  and  Hebrides 
fbra  I6ng  poem  in  the  Erse  language,  which 
was  repOTted  to  be  preserved  somewhere  in 
those  regions.  But  when  there  came  fbrth  an 
Epic  poem  in  six  books,  with  all  the  common 
circumstances  of  former  compositions  of  that 
nature;,  and  when«  upon  an  attentive  ex- 
amination of  it,  there  was  found  a  perpetual 
reciurence  of  tiie  same  images  whicn  appear 
in  the  ficagmenta;  and  when  no.  ancient  numu- 
Bcript,  to  authenticate  the  work,  waa  deposited 
in  any  public  library,  though  that  was  insisted 
on  as  a  reasonable  proof;  who  could  forbear  to 
doubt  P 

Johnson's  grateful  acknowledgments  of  kind- 
ness received  in.  the  course  of  this  tour  com-' 
pletoly  refute  tha  brutal  reflections  which  have 
oeen  thrown  out  against  him,  as  if  he  had  made 
an  ungratefU  return;  and  his  delicacy  in 
sparing  in  his  book  those  who  we  find,  from  bis 
letters  to  Mrs.  Thrale,  were  just  objects  of 
censure ',  is  much  to  be  admired.  His  candour 
and  amiable  disposition  is  conspicuQus  from  his 
conduct,  when  informed  by  IStr,  Macleod,  of 
Basay,  that  he  had  committed  a  mistake,  which 
gave  that  gentleman,  some  uneasiness.  He 
wrote  him  a  courteous  and  kind  letter,  and 
inserted  in  the  newspapers  an  advertisement, 
correcting  the  mistake.^ 

The  observations  of  my  friend  Mr.  Dempster'^ 
in  a  letter  written  te  me  soon  after  he  had 
read  Dr.  Johnson's  book,  are  so  just  and 
liberal  that  they  cannot  be  too  often  re* 
peated  (anH  p.  399.) :  — 

**  There  ii  nothing  in  the  book,  from  beginning 
to  aad^  tiist  a  Seotahman  need  to  take  amiss,."  &e. 

Mr.  Knox^  another  native  of  Scotland,  who 
haa  «nce  made*  the  same  tour,  and  published 
aa  acoonnt  of  it»  is  equally  liberaL 

<■  I  have  nadi*  laya  he,  ** his  book  again  and 
again^  travdlbdiwith  him  ihnn  Berwick  to  Gleoelg, 
through  oomtiea  with  which  I  am  well  aeqaainted; 
with  him  from  Olcneig  to  Rsaay,  Sky,  Run* 


s  I  InS  MOM  towfaoaa  Ibla  appllaa,  bnl-  Sir  Arebnald 
ManlnaaM,  «tem  Mr.  BoawaU  hliaialf.  In  Ua  tot.Miltloa« 
did  not  oMra.—  Caosaa. 

«Wa  bav*  tacn  Ms  Mn^iitanaUrtSWie*  of  llaclaDd*i 
boaplUll^*,  and  tba  iMa  of  poor  Col  la  mcordad  ia  hi* 


Jottrnal  In  afltatioaatr  aad  patfietle  tenns.  ~  Caoata* 
Ba— all  waaao  vcbaaMatly  aaacbad  bf  bU 


aa  If  ha  waia  parHtfm  flrbaLft  with  Or.'  Jobasoa.  that  ba 
Cboosbt  a  expadlmt  to  produca  and  reprodooa  thoM  tetii-^ 

*  I  obaorved  with  much  rogret,  whlla  tiio  flrtt  adlcUm  «aa 
paiains  Uirougb  tha  prau  (AofQat,  1790),  that  Utlt  Infenlons 
Santlaman  it  dmd* — Biiaawiii  Mr.  Jobn  bMn  wati  for 
naej  |«ara,  a  bookaaliar  ot  aonaa  naiavaoa  in  tha  Strand. 
BMidat  the  Tour  Co  the  Habrldet,  he  publlihfd  a  '*  View  of 
tba  BriCUh  Bmiilra.*'  and  lerenl  works  having  for  their  ob* 
Jeet  the  Improvement  of  the  Scottish  Fisheries.  He  died  at 
OaUeuh.  —  Waioar. 
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CoU,  MuU,  and  loolmkill,  but  hmve  not  been  able 
to  eorreet  him  in  any  matter  of  ooniequence.  I 
have  often  admirad  the  aeeuraey,  the  preciiion,  and 
the  juatncM  of  what  he  advaneei,  respecting  both 
the  eountry  and  the  people.  — The  Doctor  has 
•very  where  delivered  his  sentiments  with  freedom, 
and  in  many  instances  with  a  seeming  regard  for 
the  benefit  of  the  inhabitants,  and  the  ornament  of 
the  country.  His  reourfcs  on  the  want  of  treea 
and  hedges  for  shade,  as  well  as  for  shelter  to  the 
cattle,  are  well  founded,  and  merit  the  thanks,  not 
the  illiberal  censure,  of  the  natives.  He  also  felt 
for  the  distresses  of  the  Highlanders,  and  explodes 
with  great  propriety  the  bad  management  of  the 
grounds,  and  the  neglect  of  timbCT  in  the  He- 
brides.** 

Having  quoted  Johnson^s  just  oompliments 
on  the  B^iaay  family,  he  says,  — 

"  On  the  other  band,  I  found  this  fiunily  equally 
lavish  in  their  encomiums  upon  the  Doctor's  con^ 
versstion,  and  his  subsequent  civilities  to  a  young 
gentleman  of  that  country,  who,  upon  waiting  upon 
bira  at  London,  was  well  received,  and  experienced 
all  the  attention  and  regard  that  a  warm  friend 
could  bestow.  Mr.  Biacleod  having  also  been  in 
London,  waited  upon  the  Doctor,  who  provided  a 
magnificent  and  expensive  entertainment  in  honour 
of  his  old  Hebridean  acquaintance." 

And,  talking  of  the  militaiy  road  by  Fort 
AuguBtns,  he  says,  — 

*■  By  this  road,  though  one  of  the  most  nigged 
in  Great  Britain,  the  cefebrated  Dr.  Johnson  passed 
from  Inverness  to  the  Hebride  Islea.  His  observa- 
tions on  the  country  and  people  are  eitremeiy  cor* 
reet.  Judicious^  and  instructive.*  —  p.  lOS. 

Mr.  Tytler,  the  acute  and  able  vindicator  of 
Mary  Queen  of  Scots,  in  one  of  his  letters 
to  Mr.  James  Elphinstone,  published  in  thai 
gentleman's  ^  Forty  Years*  Correspondence,** 
says,— 

«•  I  rtad  Dr.  Johnson's  <  Tour*  with  very  great 
pleasure.  Some  hw  errors  he  has  fiillen  into,  but  of 
no  great  importance,  and  those  are  lost  in  the  num* 
berless  beauties  of  his  work.  If  I  had  leisure,  I 
eould  perhape  point  out  the  most  exceptionable 
places ;  but  at  present  I  am  in  the  eountry,  and 
have  not  hi*  book  at  hand.  It  n  plain  he  meant 
to  speak  well  of  Scotland ;  and  he  has  in  my  ap> 
prehension  done  us  great  honour  in  the  most  capital 
article,  the  character  of  the  inhabitanta.'* 


private  letters  to  Mrs.  Thrale,  written 
during  the  course  of  his  journey,  which  there- 
fore may  be  supposed  to  convey  his  genuine 
feelings  at  the  time,  abound  in  such  beniffnant 
sentiment  towards  the  people  who  showea  him 
civilities,  that  no  man  whose  temper  is  not  very 
harsh  and  sour  can  retain  a  doubt  of  the  good- 
ness of  his  heart. 

It  b  painful  to  recollect  with  what  rancour 
he  was  assailed  by  numbers  of  shallow  irritable 


*  The  Right  Hon.  WinUm  Windham,  of  Felbrlgf ,  bom 
1780,  dM  ISIO.    U*  culllTsud  JohnjoD^t  aoquslntMDes  for 


North  Britons,  on  aceoont  of  his  lappo*^ 
injurious  treatment  of  their  oonatry  ird 
countrymen,  in  his  **  Journey.'*  Had  ^^y 
been  any  just  ground  for  sach  a  chirge,  vol!  : 
the  virtuous  and  candid  Dempster  hire  ^i*; 
his  opinion  of  the  book,  in  the  terms  vVi4h 
I  have  quoted  f  Would  the  patriotic  Kc<(x 
have  spoken  of  it  as  he  has  done  f  Would  Mr 
Tytler,  surd j 

'■^-— a  S^sof,  if  ever  &8f  thin  vtn.* 

have  escpressed  himself  thos  f  And  let  nv 
add,  that,  citiaen  of  the  worid  tt  I  bold  wry]i 
to  be,  I  have  that  dwree  of  predBcctioc  f^v 
my  mUaie solMm, na^,  Ihave that  fut tn.^ ^^ 
the  merit  of  an  ancient  nation,  whidi  kn  bf^n 
ever  renowned  for  its  ^our,  which  in  knai 
times  maintained  its  independence  apiitft  i 
powerful  neighbour,  and  in  modem  tones  ha 
been  eoually  distinguished  for  its  iD^'ii'^ 
and  inaustiy  in  civilised  life,  that  \^-^ 
have  felt  a  generous  indignation  at  saj  iDJa<tK< 
done  to  it.  Johnson  treated  Scotland  so  vjr« 
than  he  did  even  his  best  friends,  whose cbry- 
ters  he  used  to  sive  as  they  appesred  tote 
both  in  light  and  shade.  Some  peode,  vh 
had  not  exercised  their  minds  tpfflCM^*'^ 
condemned  him  for  censuring  his  frK'- 
But  Sir  Joshua  RcTnolds,  whose  phiksopi:  j 
penetration  and  justness  of  dunking  vcre  sJ 
less  known  to  those  who  lived  with  him.  tbH 
his  genius  in  his  art  admired  by  the  v:rU 
explained  his  conduct  thus :  — 

«  He  was  fend  of  diaerimiaaticsi,  which  kt  cad 

not  show  without  poindngoot  thebad»««A^ 
the  good  in  every  character ;  andashisfiM>*^ 
those  whose  characters  he  knew  htsl,thsy  i*^ 
him  the  best  opportunity  lor  showisg  tht  acoasf 
of  his  Judgment.  ** 

He  expressed  to  his  ftknd  Mr.  Wisdhn. 
Norfblk  Shis  wonder  at  theextrenej^ 
of  the  Scotch,  and  their  resentment  tt  M 
their  country  described  byhim  ssit  fcsDi " 
when  to  say  that  it  was  a  country  ss  t»^ 
England  would  hmrt  been  a  gross  di^"^ 
"None  of  us,"  said  he,  "would  be  offri*^ 
a  fbre^g;ner  who  has  travelled  here  shoe  d  i 
that  vines  and  olives  don't  grow  in  Eoc  - 
And  as  to  his  prejudice  against  the  N 
which  I  always  ascribed  to  that  nit^'*-^ 
which  be  oboerved  in  lAm,  he  said  to  Uk  «> 

gendeman,  *"  When  I  find  a  ScoichiBsa 
whom  an  Enfdisbmaa  is  as  a  Soolchiass.  4 
Scotchman  shaU  be  as  an  Engtishman  t  ■ 
His  intimacy  with  many  gentiencB  erf  nj 
land,  and  his  employing  so  many  astiref  <<< " 
country  as  his  amanuenses,  proves  thsi  k^  t^ 
judioe  was  not  virulent ;  and  I  have  defi^i 
in  the  British  Mnseum,  amongst  otbrr  r^ 
of  his  writing,  the  followii^c  note  in  svv^ 
one  from  me,  asking  if  he  would  wt  n^ 


the  last  fcw  years  of  Mi  life  ^ 
la  tbs  M^osl  ctthk  work. 


m^enf  •• 


Ait  •Wt 
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disocr  at  the  Ifitre,  though  ft  friend  of  mine, 
t  Sootcliinan,  was  to  be  there :  -^ 

"  Mr.  Johnoo  docs  not  ace  why  Mr.  Botwell 
Aonld  tuppoM  •  ScoCebman  leas  aeeeptable  than 
mf  oiber  man.    He  will  be  at  the  Mitre." 


Mj  mndi-Talaed  friend  Dr.  Barnard,  now 
Bitbop  of  Killaloe,  having  once  ezpreaaed  to 
him  in  ^prehension,  that  if  he  should  visit 
Irebod  he  mi^t  treat  the  people  of  that 
coaatrj  more  imfavourably  than  he  had  done 
tlie  Scotch,  he  answered,  with  strong  pointed 
dooUe-edged  wit,  '*  Sir,  you  have  no  reason  to 
be  afraid  of  me.  The  Irish  are  not  in  a  con- 
fine^ to  cheat  the  world  bj  false  repre- 
Mtstjoof  of  the  merits  of  theur  countrymen. 
Xo,  Sir :  the  Irish  are  a  fair  people ;  —  they 
Bcrer  apeak  well  of  one  another.**  * 

Jo&asoa  told  me  of  an  instance  of  Scottish 
utkmality,  which  made  a  very  unfavourable 
iapreMioQ  upon  hia  mind.  A  Scotchman  of 
Mate  ooDsideration  in  London  solicited  him  to 
reoQBuiieiid  by  the  weight  of  his  learned  au- 
^t^,  to  be  matter  of  an  English  school,  a 
^noQ  of  whom  he  who  recommended  him 
ttifcawd  he  Imew  no  more  but  that  he  was  his 
AKotiymao.  Johnson  was  shocked  at  this 
uc<»scientioas  conduct. 

All  the  miserable    cavillings    ag^unst  his 

"Jooreey,**  in  newspapers,  magazines,  and 

^^  fogitive  publications,  I  can  speak  from 

<*nam  faiowleage,  only  furnished  him  with 

^ort    At  last  there  came  out  a  scurrilous 

^'I'aBie*,  larger  than  Johnson*s  own,  filled 

*^  aal^piaat  abuse,  under  a  name,  real  or 

^■^titaoQi^  of  some  low  man  in  an  obscure  cor^ 

•cr  of  Scotland,  thoufih  supposed  to  be  the 

9wk  of  anodier  Scotcnman,  who  has  found 

aaoB  to  make  himself  well  known  both  in 

^oxiaad  and  England.    The  effect  which  it 

W  apon  Jbhaaon  waa,  to  produce  this  pleasant 

^^KrvauoD  to  Mr.  Sewara,  to  whom  he  lent 

^  book:  ^  Thia  fellow  must  be  a  blockhead. 

Arf  ^on't  know  how  to  ^o  about  thdr  abuse. 

^^  viU  read  a  five  shilling  book  acainst  me  ? 

3^:^  Sir,  if  they  had  wit,  thev  should  have  kept 

f*^  me  with  pamphlets.*^ 


B08WELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

«•  Bdlnlmrgh.  Feb.  IS.  177ft. 
'  T«v  vovtd  bavw  hmmx  very  well  pleased  if  you 
liA  fiaed  vith  am  to-day.      1  had  for  my  gueata, 


'■■--rf* 


la 

la 

'  • 


^  I 

I  -. 
)  .1 


JolMUMi  ooa  day  asked  hha,  **  Hara 

inora  between  vour  own  coontiy 

leolcb   tanpudence  ? '*     Tbc  answer  bdnf 

I  will  t^lt  you,**  Mid  Johnioo :  **  the 

ef  aa   trtatnn^r   U  Cbe  Impudence  of  a  By  that 

^'9M  jmu  and  too  pot  It  away,  but  It  returns  agnln, 

a-Mera  and  aaaaca.    t***  Impudenoe  of  a  Scotcbman 

■  -wWiwr  of  a  Icccti,  that  Sttes  -tnd  surks  y^our  blood.** 

T^(«  aknaU*.  Mr.  if<srkland  obtervet.  Is  not  original. 

p  t^rakmg  of  thm  Scotch  who  accompanied  James  1. 

f  A^  Mf*.  **  tt^*  bung  on  him  like  horse-lecchet, 

1    «^4  £«c  ^  aaorv.'     Johnson  might  have  been 

t  d  m  aMar  ■■rhnrfty.    **  In  Bgypi.**  says  Potter, 


Bfaoquharrie,  yoimg  Madcan  of  Col,  the  aut 
of  our  friend,  a  very  amiable  man,  though  not 
marked  with  auch  active  qualitiea  as  hia  brother ; 
Mr.  Maclean  of  Torloiak  in  Mull ',  a  gentleman  of 
Sir  Allan*B  Cunily ;  and  two  of  the  elan  Grant ;  so 
that  the  Highland  and  Hebridean  genius  reigned. 
We  had  a  great  deal  of  eooveraation  about  you, 
and  drank  your  health  in  a  bumper.  The  toaat 
waa  not  propoaed  by  me,  whieh  b  a  circumstance 
to  be  remarked,  for  I  am  now  ao  connected  with 
you,  that  any  thing  that  I  can  aay  or  do  to  your 
honour  baa  not  the  yalue  of  an  additional  compli* 
ment.  It  ia  only  giving  you  a  guinea  out  of  that 
treasure  of  admiration  which  already  belooga  to 
you,  and  which  ia  no  hidden  treasure ;  for  I  aup- 
poae  my  admiration  of  yon  ia  eo-ezistent  with  the 
knowledge  of  my  character. 

•«  I  find  that  the  Highlanders  and  Hebrideana  in 
general  are  much  fonder  of  your  *  Journey,*  than 
the  low-oountry  or  hither  Scota.  One  of  the  Granta 
aaid  to-day,  that  he  waa  aure  you  were  a  man  of  a 
good  heart,  and  a  candid  man,  and  aeemed  to  hope 
he  ahould  be  able  to  convince  you  of  the  antiquity 
of  a  good  proportion  of  the  poema  of  Oaaian.  After 
all  that  haa  paased,  I  think  the  matter  ta  capable  of 
being  proved  to  a  certain  degree.  I  am  told  that 
Macpheraon  got  one  old  Erae  MS.  from  Clan- 
ranald,  for  the  reatitution  of  which  he  ezeeuted  a 
formal  obligation;  and  it  ia  affirmed,  that  the 
Gaelic  (call  it  Erae  or  call  it  Iriah)  haa  been  written 
ia  the  Highlanda  and  Hebridea  for  many  centuriea. 
It  ia  reaaonable  to  auppoae,  that  auch  of  the  ioha* 
bitanta  aa  acquired  any  learning  poaaeaaed  the  art 
of  writing  aa  well  aa  their  Irwh  neighboura  and 
Celtic  eouaina ;  and  the  queation  ia»  ean  auffieient 
evidence  be  ahown  of  thia  ? 

**  Thoae  who  are  akilled  in  aneicnt  writinga  can 
determine  the  age  of  MSS.,  or  at  leaat  can  aaeertain 
the  century  in  which  they  were  written;  and  if  men 
of  veracity,  who  are  ao  akilled,  ahall  tell  ua  that 
MSSL  in  the  poMeaiion  of  &miliea  in  the  Highlanda 
and  iaiea  are  the  worka  of  a  remote  age,  I  think  we 
ahould  be  convinced  by  their  teatimony. 

**  There  ia  now  come  to  thia  city,  Ranald  Mac- 
donald  from  the  lale  of  Egg,  who  haa  aevcral  MSS. 
of  Erae  poetry,  whieh  he  wiahea  to  publii^  by  aub- 
acription.  I  have  engaged  to  take  three  oopiea  of 
the  hook,  the  price  of  whieh  ia  to  be  aix  ahillingi, 
aa  I  would  aubacribe  for  all  the  Erae  that  ean  be 
printed,  be  it  old  or  new,  that  the  language  may  be 
preaerved.  Thia  man  aaya,  that  aome  of  hia  manu- 
acripta  are  ancient ;  and,  to  be  aure^  one  of  them 
which  waa  ahown  to  me  doea  iq>pear  to  have  the 

duakineaa  of  antiquity The  inouiry  ia  not 

yet  quite  hopeleta,  and  1  ahould  think  that  the 
exact  truth  may  be  diacovered,  if  proper  meana  be 
need.     I  am,  &e., 

*<  Jaitsa  Boewnx.* 


**  Che  >^  was  the  hieroffljrpble  of  aa  Hm/mdnUwum,  becaoaa 
that  insect,  being  beaten  a»ay,  alwaya  still  ratunu  again."— 
Gree.  Antiq.  li.  367.  — Caoaaa. 

*  This  was,  no  doubt,  the  book  staled  **  Bemarka  om  Dr, 
Samuel  Joktuon's  Joumej  to  the  Hebrides,  ftc.  Ay  the  Jl/e. 
DomaU  M*Sicol.*'  It  had,  by  waj  of  motto,  a  citation  from 
Ita]r*s  Proverbs  :  **  Old  mm  and  traweUm  Lia  bv  autborltj.*' 
It  was  not  printed  till  1779.  The  second  Scotcnman,  whom 
tfr.  Boswell  suMWses  to  have  helped  In  this  work.  Sir 
James  Mackintoih  very  reasonably  surmises  to  have  been 
Mai-pberson —  Caoaaa. 

>  Maclean  of  Torloisk  waa  arandfather  to  the  praacnt 
Uarchioneas  of  NoithampCon.  —  WALTxa  Soorr. 
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JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

"  F«b.  S9.  m5. 

**  Dba&  Sia»  —  I  am  ■ony  that  I  oould  get  do 
books  tor  mv  frioids  in  SooUand,  Mr.  Strahan  has 
«i  last  promiaed  to  sand  two  dosan  to  you.  If  they 
oomai  put  tha  namas  of  my  friaods  into  them ;  you 
may  cut  them  out  '•  and  paate  them  with  a  little 
starch  in  tha  hook. 

•*  Th»  than  are  going  wild  about  Ossian.  Why 
do  you  think  any  part  can  ba  proved  ?  Tha  dusky 
manuscript  of  Egg  is  probably  not  fifty  years  old : 
if  it  ba  an  hundred,  it  proves  nothing.  The  tale  of 
Clmnranald  is  no  proof.  Has  Clanranald  told  it  ? 
Can  he  prove  it  ?  There  are,  I  believe,  no  Erse 
manuBcripts.  None  of  tha  old  fiimilies  had  a 
single  letter  in  Erse  that  we  heard  of.  You  say  it 
b  likely  that  thaj  eould  write.  The  leened,  if 
any  learned  there  were,  could;  but  knowing  by 
that  learning  soma  written  language,  in  that  lmn> 
guage  they  wrote,  as  letters  had  never  been  applied 
to  their  own.  If  there  are  manuscripts,  let  them 
be  shawttt  with  some  proof  that  they  sre  not  forged 
fcr  the  ocoasion.  You  say  many  can  remember 
parts  of  Ossian.  I  beKeve  all  those  perts  are  ver- 
sions of  the  English  ;  at  least  there  is  no  proof  of 
their  antiquity. 

*  Macpberson  is  said  to  have  made  some  trans- 
lations himself;  and  baring  taught  a  boy  to  write 
it,  ordered  him  to  say  that  he  had  learnt  it  of  his 
grandmother.  The  boy,  when  he  grew  up,  told 
the  story.  This  Mrs.  Williams  heard  at  Mr. 
Strahaa*s  table.  Don't  be  credulous;  you  know 
how  little  a  Highlander  oan  be  trusted.  Macphorfoo 
ia,  a»  lar  as  I  know,  very  quiet.  Is  not  that  proof 
enough  ?  Every  thing  is  against  him.  No  visible 
manuseript :  no  inscription  in  the  language :  no 
eorreapoodence  among  friendn :  no  transaction  of 
business,  of  which  a  single  scrap  remains  in  the 
•neient  ftmilies.  Macpberson 's  pretence  is  that 
the  character  was  Saxou.  If  ho  had  not  talked  un- 
skilfully of  NMMMseripte,  he  might  have  fought  with 
oral  tradition  much  longer.  As  to  Mr.  Grant'k 
information,  1  suppose  he  knows  much  less  of  the 
matter  than  ourselvei^ 

M  In  the  mean  time,  the  bookseller  says  that  the 
•ale*  b  sufficiently  quick.  They  printed  four 
thousand  Correct  your  copy  wherever  it  is  wrong, 
and  bring  it  up.  Your  friends  will  all  be  glad  to 
sae  you.  I  think  of  going  myself  into  the  country 
about  May.*  I  am  sorry  that  I  have  not  managed 
to  send  the  book  sooner.  I  have  left  four  for  you, 
and  do  not  restrict  yon  absolutvly  to  follow  my 
directions  in  tha  distribution.  You  must  use  your 
own  discretion. 

**  Make  my  compliments  to  Mrs.  BoswcU ;  I 
suppose  she  is  now  beginning  to  forgive  me.  I 
am,  dear  Sir,  your  humble  servnnt, 

*SiAM.  JoHKSOir.** 


>  Prom  a  tut  ta  his  handwHtlng.  —  Boswsix. 

*  Of  his  Jtmrmem.  ^  Hmwiix.  Hanosh  Mors  says  (Li/k^ 
1. 19.)  thsl  Ouleir  told  her  that  ht>  h«d  told  40tC  the  flrit 
vrcrk.  This  would  hav»  brra  enormousa  sud  secns  a  aUs- 
tsk«  for  tb«  number  ■rtfmrtf rRnKin. 

*  It  sppcars  by  hit  lettars  to  Mrs.  Thrato  that  shout  lbs 


CHAPTER  XLVm. 
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BoBweU  rewaiU  Lorndtm.  —  Peter  (TorridL  — "  Tai*- 
<aen  no  IVraniiy.* — Dr,  TWcrs's  "^4iurw.*- 
Gtrard  HomilUm,  —  Skmdum't  GsU  MidsJ  k 
i&MML  _  Mn^MimfUm.  —  GUtr*t  **  S<mi*nrr 
^Banotlt*  **  SmrveiUaiutr -^  Gcmek'i  h^ 
logutg.  —  The  Adamt. —  GarricA't  Imitation  <./ 
JohuoH. —  Grap't  Ode$  ^Lord  CkuUri'lfi 
LetUn,  ^  Joknttm't  Diploma  of  LLD.  —  Alyt-  . 
aittian  Brmee.  —  Cotmum't  **  Odn  to  C^icr>t^ 
and  OM'ssm."—  Maaom't  •Bifrida,'  nd  ""Carot- 
toau.-^  Tk9  Baik-Bmwm  Vtm.'-'Fkd  Awr 
mmd  Okarimg  Crou. 

On  Tuesday,  2l8t  March,  I  airived  io  Loodnn : 
and  on  repairinff  to  Dr.  Johnson*!  before  dir* 
ner,  fbuna  him  in  his  study,  sitting  vith  Mr 
Peter  Garrick,  the  elder  brother  ofDirii 
stronglT  resembling  him  in  oonotanacc  ^ 
voice,  but  of  more  sedate  and  placid  gunvn 
Johnson  informed  me,  that  thoogh  Mr.  D<^- 
elei4c  was  in  great  pain,  it  was  otned  l>e  v* 
not  in  danger,  and  that  he  now  wisMd  to  (^ 
suit  Dr.  Heberden,  to  try  the  effect  of  t  "^  vt 
underMtemdaig/*    Both  at  this  interview,  ss^  * 
the  erening  at  Mr.  Thrale's,  where  be  s- 
Mr.  Peter  Garrick  and  I  met  agaia,  be  «« 
Yehement  on  the  subiect  of  the  Oansn  c  or-  - 
rer^ ;  observiitf,  ^  We  do  not  know  tkst  ih-^ 
are  any  ancient  Erse  manuscripts;  aodw  hs«^ 
no  other  reason  to  disbelioTe  that  there  arr  crn 
with  three  heads,  but  that  we  do  not  k]t<«  '>kss 
there  are  any  stich  men.**    He  also  «w  <*'•* 
rageous  upon  his  supposition  that  my  ov"^- 
men  **  loved  Scotland  better  than  truth.    "- 
ing,  ••  All  of  them,  —  na^r  not  all,—  but  t-  ** 
of  them,  would  come  up,  and  attest  saj  i*  ^ 
for  the  honour  of  Scotland.**    He  sbo  p^**- 
Tered  in  his  wild  allegation,  that  be  qiM*^<  *-'*l 
if  there  was  a  tree  between  Edinburjih  tii^ 
English  border  older  than  hamael£    i  s^vW 
him  he  was  mistaken,  mod  snggcsted  thsi  tU 
proper  punishment  would  be  thai  he  <t>^ 
receive  a  stripe  at  every  tree  above  a  b 
years  old,  that  was  found   within  th.* 
He  laughed,  and  said,  **  I  bdieve  I  m  .* ' ' 
mit  to  It  for  a  hmtbee,** 

The  doubts  which,  in  mj  corrr^p 
with  him,  I  had  ventured  to  state  a*  '• 
justice  and  wisdom  of  the  oondnct  ot  < 
Britain  towards  the  American  colvir  i^  ^ 
I  at  the  same  time  requested  that  he 
enable  me  to  inform  myaelf  upon  that  b^^ 
tous  subject,  he  had  alto^etter  diffvri* 
and  had  recently  pubtiahed  a  pamfiL^-L 


Mid  of  Fsbmary  ta  this  yvar.  W  aaate  «lsli»l  Of '*^ 
llwoold  M«m.  with  th«  rvi<-n4ly  *^«i»  ^  b«t  '>i  v 
MtAblUbMl  Si  ridlat-msit^r    thvrp,  unj^r  t^* 
Qutvnsbrrry's  dunsUoa.    POr  ma  rtptanat*  -       * 
pott,  Mjtrrh  II.  1776.    lie  lod^rd  «l  rn*«rr«   ^  ' 
wa«  nada  unconrortabto by  ait  nf  dufhaii  -> ^-'^  *■' 


titled  **  Tuition  no  Tvrannj ;  an  Answer  to 
the  Reiolatloos  and  Address  of  the  American 

He  hid  long  before  induljced  most  iinfa- 
I  Tounble  Kntiments  of  our  fellow-subjects  in 
'  Amencs.    For  as  early  as  1769, 1  was  told  by 
-  Dr.  John  Csmpbdl,  that  he  had  said  of  them, 
/  "Sir,  thej  are  a  race  of  convicts,  and  ought  to 
be  tfaanlmil  for  anj  thing  we  allow  them 
dwrt  of  banging."* 
/     QfthisDerfonnance  I  avoided  to  talk  with 
Urn ;  for  I  had  now  formed  a  clear  and  settled 
opinioii,  that  the  people  of  America  were  well 
vimated  to  resist  a  claim  that  their  fellow- 
nb^eets  m  the  mother  country  should  hove  the 
entire  eommand  of  their  fortunes,  bj  taxing 
tbem  rrtbout  their  own  consent ;  and  the  ex- 
treme violence  which  it  breathed  appeared  to 
oe  so  unsuitable  to  the  mildness  of  a  Christian 
pfcilueopiier,  and  so  directly  opposite  to  the 
,  principlef  of  peace  which  ne  had  lo  beauti- 
j  fall?  reooBBiaaided  in  his  pamphlet  respecting 
FaIxlaBd*s  Islands,  that  f  was  sorrv  to  see 
I  luffl  appear  in  so  unfavourable  a  light,    fie- 
'  ^H I  eoold  not  perceive  in  it  that  ability  of 
I  ^^Baent,  or  that   felicity  of  expression,  for 
;  *oieii  he  was,  vpoB  other  oecamont,  so  eni- 
'  M)t   Poadwe  assertion,  sarcastic^  severity, 
{  ^  eitraragant  ricfieule,  which  he  himself  re- 
.  P>^)btied  as  a  test  of  truth,  were  united  in  this 
rtjMody.^ 
That  tUf  pamphlet  was  written  at  the  desire 
■  ^  tkose  who  were  then  in  power,  I  have  no 
"^vbc,  and  indeed,  he  owned  to  me,  that  it 
^  Iwen  revised  and  curtailed  by  some  of 
<^    He  told  me  that  th^  had  struck  oat 
ve  piHage,  which  was  to  this  effect : 

*  That  the  eeitfwfato  eould  with  no  soliAty  argue 
^  tbcir  not  httvin^  been  Uiod  while  tn  their 
**^f  thit  tboy  should  not  now  be  taxtd.  We 
^ «( PM  a salfnto  the  plough;  we  wnt  till  he 


He  smI,  "^  Tkej  airnck  it  out  either  critically 
*!oohdaeM«a»  or  politicaliv  as  too  exaspe- 
'^uiy^  I  ove  Do4  which.  It  was  their  busi- 
^  If  an  archiieet  says,  I  will  build  five 
■^>a»  and  ikm  mmn  who  employs  him  says,  I 
^  hBv»  only  thrae,  the  employer  is  to  decide.'* 
*Te«,  Sir,**  aaid  I,  ''in  ordinary  eases:  but 
^■^d  it  be  ao  whtn  the  architect  gives  hia 
a...'  and  laboor  gratU  f  " 

I  afAvoarable  aa  I  am  constrained  to  say  my 
^^Bion  of  thia  paiphW  was,  yet  since  it  was 
siK;:esiai  with  the  sentimenta  of  numberi  at 
^  lata,  aad  aa  every  thing  relating  to  the 
v^xi^  ef  Dr-  JobMon  is  of  importance  in 
^^fTtrj  hislotj,  I  aball  therefore  insert  some 
I  whack  were  struck  oat,  it  does  not 


-»i'fcwr. 


•  I 


1 


7. 17T5.  bf  T.  Ckddl  far  the  Strand.— 

Or  snccnoCn  st  Mcona  InuMl,  sin 

till*   coarse  and    fooltsh    phrsM   wit 

aoaeUringr  Hke  It  umj  haw 


appear  why,  either  by  himself  or  those  who  re- 
viMd  it.  They  appear  printed  in  a  few  proof 
leaves  of  it  in  my  possession,  marked  with 
corrections  in  his  own  handwriting.  I  shall 
distinguish  them  by  HaUet, 

In  the  paragraph  where  he  says,  the  Ameri- 
cans were  incited  to  r«:distance  by  European 
intelligence  from 

**  men  whom  they  thought  their  friends,  but  who 
were  friends  only  to  tbemselvea^'* 

there  followed  — 

*^amdmad9hytkeir  MgfbJbMM,  iht  emtmtm  of  iMr 
country,** 

And  the  next  parngraph  mi  thus : 

"  On  the  original  contrivers  of  mischief,  rather 
tktm  9n  tko9e  mHom  ikty  ham  debukd,  let  an  intuited 
nation  pour  out  its  vengeaoee.** 

The  paragraph  which  came  next  was  in 
these  words : 

"  f/nhappf  is  dol  eomiiry  in  which  men  eon  hope 
for  advaneememi  hy  favouring  ite  enemies.  The  tran^ 
qnWity  of  ttuble  gowrKment  it  not  alwaye  eeuHy  pre" 
served  mgainat  the  maehinatioms  of  single  inmovaton ; 
bmt  what  eon  he  the  hope  offuiety  whenfadtions  hottUo 
to  the  tegiwiature  coa  be  openfy  formed  and  epetdg 


Ailer  the  paragraph  which  now  concludes 
the  pamphlet,  there  follows  this,  in  which  he 
certainly  means  the  great  Earl  of  Chatham, 
and  glances  at  a  certun  popular  Lord  Chan* 
cellor.  ^ 

**  If  hg  the  fortune  of  war,  they  drive  us  utterly 
away,  what  they  wiU  do  next  eon  only  be  conjectured. 
If  a  new  monttrehy  is  erected,  they  wiB  want  a  hing. 
He  who  /ir$t  takes  into  his  hand  the  sceptre  of  America 
should  have  a  name  of  good  omen.  William  has  5ee» 
kmomn  both  a  oonfueror  emd  deUverer;  and  perhaps 
Sngiand,  however  contemned,  might  yet  supply  them 
with  another  William.  Whigs,  indeed,  are  mot 
wHtiug  to  be  governed ;  and  it  is  possible  duU  King 
William  may  be  strongly  inclined  to  guide  their 
Tueasures:  bnt  Whigs  hove  been  cheated  Hke  other 
mortals,  and  suffered  their  leader  to  become  their 
tyrant,  under  the  nemee  of  their  protector.  What 
mare  they  will  reeeivef^om  England,  no  man  eon  tdL 
In  their  rwdimenie  ef  empire  they  WMy  esard  a  Chat^ 
eeOor,'* 

Then  came  this  paragraph ; 

**  Their  wumbere  are,  atpreeemt,  met  quite  sufficient 
for  ^greatness  which,  in  some  form  of  government  or 
other,  ie  to  rival  the  ancient  monarchiee ;  but  by  Dr. 
FrfBaMin*e  rule  of  progreteiom,  they  wilt  in  a  eentmry 
and  a  qsuuier,  be  more  than  equal  to  the  inhabitants 
of  Smrape.      Whom  the  Whige  of  jtmeriea  are  thuo 


b«en  one  of  Chote  haity  convenattonal  Mreafmi  to  which  h« 
hiiDMir  eonteteef  be  wm  too  prone,  and  whfch  canooc  be 
regarded  u  drllbente  opfadem.—  Csosis^  1886. 
>  Lord  CHnden.— CiOKRS. 
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wnitipHtdt  hi  ike  primeea  oftk*  mrth  trtmUe  in  their 
pahtu.  If  fAcy  ihomld  eemtiuuB  to  dombU  and  to 
dombU,  thmr  oim  hewus/Aere  womid  mot  eomiain  them. 
But  kt  not  our  betdut  opfmffner§  of  authorUjf  look 
forward  with  dOight  to  tkUfninrity  of  WhiggiamT 

How  it  ended  I  know  not,  u  it  is  cut  off 
•bruptl J  at  the  foot  of  the  last  of  these  proof 
paffcs. 

His  pamphlets  in  support  of  the  measures  of 
administration  were  poblished  on  his  own  ac- 
oonnt,  and  he  afterwards  collected  them  into  a 
Tolume,  with  the  title  of  ^  Political  Tracts,  by 
the  Author  of  the  Rambler,**  with  this  motto : 

<*  Fallitur  egregio  quiaquis  tub  prineipe  credit 
Serrttium ;  nuoquam  liberta*  gratior  extat 
Quam  tub  r^  pio."  —  Clmtdianiu,^ 

These  pamphlets  drew  upon  him  numerous 
i^tacks.  Affainst  the  common  we^>ons  of 
literarj  warfare  he  was  hardened ;  but  there 
were  two  instances  of  animadversion  which  I 
communicated  to  him,  and  from  what  I  could 
judge,  both  from  his  silence  and  his  looks,  14)- 
peared  to  me  to  impress  him  much.  * 

One  was,  "•  A  Letter  to  Dr.  Samuel  John- 
son, occasioned  by  his  late  political  Publica- 
tions.** It  appeared  previous  to  his  **  Taxation 
no  Tyranny,  and  was  written  hv  Dr.  Joseph 
Towers.  *  In  that  performance.  Dr.  Johnson 
was  treated  with  the  respect  due  to  so  eminent 
a  man,  while  his  conduct  as  a  political  writer 
was  boldly  and  pointedly  arraigned,  as  incon- 
sistent with  the  character  of  one,  who,  if  he 
did  employ  his  pen  upon  politics, 

^  it  might  reasonably  be  expected  should  distinguish 
himself^  not  by  party  violence  and  rancour,  but  by 
moderation  and  by  wisdom.** 

It  concluded  thus : — 

<*  I  would,  however,  wish  you  to  remember, 
should  you  again  address  the  public  under  the 
character  of  a  political  writer,  that  luxuriance  of 
imagination  or  energy  of  language  will  ill  compen- 
sate for  the  want  of  candour,  of  Justice,  and  of 
truth.  And  I  shall  only  add,  Uiat  should  I  here- 
after be  disposed  to  read,  as  I  heretofore  have  done, 
the  moct  excellent  of  all  your  performances,  *  The 
Rambler,'  the  pleasure  which  I  hsTC  been  accus- 
tomed to  find  in  it  will  be  much  diminished  by  the 
reflection  that  the  writer  of  so  moral,  so  elegant. 


>  **  He  «m  who  deems  obedience  to  a  |»rince 
SUf 'ry  -~  a  h«ppier  freedom  never  refan* 
Than  with  a  piout  Monarch. "^  Stil.  Ui.  IIS C 

*  Mr.  Botwell,  bj  a  worj  natural  prafodlee.  eonftnies 
Johnson'*  aHmee  and  look$  into  something  like  a  concur- 
rence In  Ui  own  sratimeTits;  but  it  does  not  appear  that 
Johnson  ever  abated  one  jot  of  the  flrmnett  and  decision  of 
his  opinion  on  the«e  qtiesttoiis.  See  hit  ronversAtlon  roasAn. 
and  his  letter  to  John  Wesley,  pou,  Feb.  6. 1776. .  Caoaia. 

*  Dr.  Joseph  Towers,  a  miscellaneous  writer,  and  a 
vmcher  amonf  the  Unitarians,  was  bora  in  I7S7,  and  died 
i799.-.WaiGHT. 

*  Boswell  is  here  very  InconsUtent ;  for,  ohMorHng  Dr. 
Towers's  IVkiggith  de*m>craUetU  notions  and  propnuiiiei, 
how  can  he  allow  an?  weieht  to  hi*  opinions  in  a  raie 
which  called  these  propenstties  into  full  eflect ;  and  above 


and  to  valtiable  a  work«  was  capable  of  prostitsdi^ 
his  talents  in  such  productions  as  *Tbc  Fiiic 
Alarm,*  the  *  Thoughts  on  the  Traosactioai  r». 
specting  Falkland's  IsUnds,*  and  *  The 


I  am  williuff  to  do  justice  to  die  oierit  of 
Dr.  Towers,  of  whom  I  will  say,  that  tltlMxigh 
I  abhor  ^  his  Whiggish  democntictl  noUoni 
and  propensities  (for  I  will  not  call  them  prin- 
ciples), I  esteem  as  an  ingenious,  knowing,  lod 
very  convivial  man. 

The  other  instance  was  a  para^trtph  of  i 
letter  to  me,  from  my  old  ana  most  indoute 
friend  the  Rev.  Mr.  Temple,  who  wtqU  tke 
character  of  Gray,  which  has  had  the  boooBr 
to  be  adopted  both  by  Mr.  Mason  sad  Dr. 
Johnson  in  their  accounts  of  that  poet  1^ 
words  were, 


**  How  can  your  great,  I  will  not  mj  jtm fian,  < 
but  your  moral  friend,  support  the  baihaicat  bm-  | 
sures  of  administration,  which  they  have  ooc  tkc 
face  to  ask  even  theb  iDfldel  penwimfr  Bimt  10 
defend?'* 

However  confident  of  the  Tecdtade  of  ^ 
own  mind,  Johnson  may  have  felt  tineot  u* 
easmess  that  his  conduct  dbould  be  erroneously 
imputed  to  unworthy  motives  by  md  w^n , 
and  that  the  influence  of  his  valnaUe  writi^ 
should  on  that  account  be  in  any  degree  ob- 
structed  or  lessened. 

He  complained  to  a  ri^t  honounhk  fried' 
of  distinffuished  talents  and  yery  ekgial  bsb-  , 
ners,  with  whom  he  maintained  a  long  intiBncT, 

and  whose  generosity  towards  him  will  sfttf* 
wards  appear,  that  his  pennon  havint  be^ 

g'ven  to  nim  as  a  literary  character,  m  » 
ien  applied  to  by  administratioo  to  write  p^ 
litical  pamphlets;  and  be  was  even  fo  vaa 
irriuted,  that  he  declared  his  resohbaa  i» 
resign  his  pension.  His  friend  showed  bis  w 
impropriety  of  such  a  measure,  and  W  sf^ 
wards  expressed  his  gratitude,  and  said  he  M 
received  good  advice.  To  that  friend  be  m** 
siji^ified  a  wish  to  have  hia  pensioD  tecorfd  tfi 
him  for  his  life ;  but  he  neitoer  asked  ag  ^ 
ceived  from  government  any  lewaid  vteo^ 
ever  for  his  political  labo>iira. 

On  FridaV,  March  24.,  I  net  him  it  ^ 
LrrEmABT  Cfmn,  where  were  Mr.  Besarlri 
Mr.  Langton,  Mr.  Colman,  Dr.  Perrr,  Mr 
Vesey,  Sir  Charles  Banbury,  Dr.  Georfe  F^f^ 


all.  how  could  be  mppose  that  Dr.  J< 
feeiinfs  and  opinions,  eould  b» 
fcssing  such  doctrine*  ?  -.  Caoit 

*  Mr.  Gerard  Hamilton. 
satisAed  with  Lord  North,  and 
he  mar  have  made  to  Mr.  UaaaDtosi.— 
Bofwell  seems  to  insinoate, 
pamphlets  did  not  coater  hla 
tirelf  disrredit.  not  only  fran  • 
own  cliararter  and  principles,  bat  fi 
other  friends  —  per  ions  who  knew  bla  _ 
Mr.  Hamilton  -  Mrs.  Thrsia*  Mr.  Murfbe.  SU  J  H*«'  -i 
Mr.  Tjrrs  — who  all  deriarv  %hM.  bto  fobiteai  WOf  -V 
expressed  the  opinions  «hi<b  In  private  be  ale»<*  *-'^ 
Uinrd     Mr.  Boswell,  we  have  aevn.  wm  of  tbe  tarn*  1 

muii  he  took  up  the  adrrrttr  sida  of  the  paf«sc«>  «**■'  J 
and  then  he  hints  at  Juhnnoa'a  **  oaaaalnaas  *  sx^  *  *| 
plaints." ->  Caoaia. 
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dyce,  llr.  Steevens,  and  Mr.  Charles  Fox. 
ifefore  he  came  in,  he  talked  of  hia  ^  Journey 
to  the  Western  Islands,**  and  of  his  coming  away, 
"  willing  to  belieye  the  second  si^ht,**'  which 
leemed  to  excite  some  ridicule.  I  was  then  so 
impressed  with  the  truth  of  many  of  the  stories 
of  which  I  had  been  told,  that  I  avowed  my 
conTiction,  saying,  **  He  is  only  vrilUng  to  be- 
lieve :  I  do  believe.  The  eridenoe  is  enough 
for  me,  though  not  for  his  f^tesX  mind.  Wmit 
will  not  fill  a  quart  bottle  will  fill  a  pint  bottle. 
I  am  fiUed  with  belief.**  ""Are  you?*'  said 
Colman ;  **  then  cork  it  up.** 

I  found  his  ^  Journey  **  the  common  topic  of 
eonveraation  in  London  at  this  time,  wherever 
I  hapDosed  to  be.  At  one  of  Lord  Mansfield's 
formal  Sunday  evening  conversations,  stranffely 
called  Levies^  his  lonuhip  addressed  me,  "We 
hsTe  all  been  reading  your  travels,  Mr.  Bos- 
well**  I  answoed,  "1  was  but  the  humble 
attendant  of  Dr.  Johnson.**  The  Chief- Justice 
replied,  witii  that  air  and  manner  which  none, 
who  ever  saw  and  heard  him,  can  forget,  "  He 
speaks  fll  of  nobody  but  Ossian.*'  * 

Johnson  was  in  high  spirits  this  evening  at 
the  dub,  and  talked  with  ^preat  animation  and 
soccess.  He  attacked  Swift,  as  he  used  to  do 
vpoD  all  oocasions.  ""The  '  Tale  of  a  Tub  *  is 
90  much  superior  to  his  other  writings,  that  one 
can  hardly  believe  he  was  the  author  of  it' : 
there  is  in  it  such  a  vigour  of  mind,  such  a 
nrurm  of  thoughts,  so  much  of  nature,  and  art, 
and  life.**  I  wondered  to  hear  him  say  of 
"  Gulliver's  Travds,**  — "  When  once  you  have 
thought  of  big  men  and  little  men,  it  is  very 
eisT  to  do  all  the  rest.**  I  endeavoured  to 
make  a  stand  for  Swifi,  and  tried  to  rouse 
those  who  were  much  more  able  to  defend 
him ;  but  in  vain.  Johnson  at  last,  of  his  own 
accord,  allowed  very  groat  merit  to  the  inven- 
tory of  articles  found  in  the  pocket  of  *'  the 
Man  Mouatun,"  particularly  the  description  of 
his  watch,  which  it  vras  conjectured  was  his 
God,  as  he  consulted  it  upon  all  occasions. 
He  observed,  that  Swift  put  his  name  to  but 
two  things  (after  be  had  a  name  to  put^,  **  The 
Flan  for  the  Lnprovement  of  the  English  Lan- 
guage," and  the  last  '*Drapier*s  Letter." 

From  Swift,  there  was  an  easy  transition  to 

*  *  JiMnMw,**  cd.  1789.  p.  SM^Boiwiu.  Botwell,  how- 
**«r.  ebaaged  his  own  opinioa  before  he  printed  hii  Tour. 
^  a«tf .  p.  M9.  —  CftOKKit. 

*  It  ii  ooc  easy  to  (oew  how  the  air  and  uuumer^  eren  of 
I^rd  Ibiuflcid,  could  hare  let  off  such  an  unmeaning  ex- 
9nwtaa  as  this.  Johnson  denied  the  aathentidtT  of  the 
fMDi  attribated  to  Oasian,  but  that  was  noC  tpeakmm  fU  of 
OmamM  the  sodso  which  Mr.  BosweU  eTidently  gtres  to 
<w  pbrue —  Cboksb. 

'  TbU  doubt  has  been  ranch  agitated  on  both  sides,  I  think 
*)tlioai  good  reason.  See  Addison's  **  Freeholder.'*  May  4th. 
nUi*  An  Apology  for  the  Tale  of  a  Tub  ;"  Dr.  Hawkes- 
vorth'i  ••  Preface  to  Swift's  Works."  and  Swift's  '•  Letter  to 
Tooke  the  Frhiter.'*  and  Tooke's  **  Answer  "  in  that  col- 
l^ctioa ;  Sheridan's  **  Life  of  Swift ; "  Mr.  Courtenaf  s  note 
on  p.  1  or  hU  **  Political  Reriew  of  the  Literary  and  Moral 
uuractcr  of  Dr.  Johnson «"  and  Mr.  Cooksey's  **  Essay  on 
a«  Lite  and  Quvacter  of  John.  Lord  Somers,  Baron  of 
Efoluai.**  Dr.  Johnson  here  speaks  onlj  to  the  haemal 
"f^enee.  f  take  leave  to  dlflfer  from  him.  having  a  very  high 
«tim«tion  of  the  powen  of  Dr.  Swift.  Hts  **  SentlmenU  of 
i  Chorch-oCBni^and-maa  s**  his  **  Sermon  on  the  Trintty." 


Mr. Thomas  Sheridan.  Johnsoh.  "Sheridan 
is  a  wonderful  admirer  of  the  tragedy  of 
Douglas,  and  presented  its  author  with  a  gold 
medal.  Some  years  ago,  at  a  cofiee-house  in 
Oxford,  I  called  to  him,  *  Mr.  Sheridui,  Mr. 
Sheridan,  how  came  you  to  give  a  gold  medal 
to  Home,  for  writing  that  foolish  play  P'  This, 
you  see,  was  wanton  and  insolent ;  but  I  meant 
to  be  wanton  and  insolent.  A  medal  has  no 
▼alue  but  as  a  stamp  of  merit.  And  was 
Sheridan  to  assume  to  himself  the  right  of 

fiving  that  stamp  ?  If  Sheridan  was  magni- 
cent  enough  to  bestow  a  ^Id  medal  as  an 
honorary  reward  of  dramatic  excellence,  he 
should  hare  requested  one  of  the  UniTersities 
to  choose  the  person  on  whom  it  should  be 
conferred.  Sheridan  had  no  right  to  giye  a 
stamp  of  merit :  it  was  counterfeiting  Apollo*s 
coin.'* 

On  Monday,  March  27.,  I  breakfasted  with 
him  at  Mr.  Strahan's.  He  told  us,  that  he  was 
engaced  to  go  that  evening  to  Mrs.  Abington's 
benefit.  "  She  was  visiting  some  ladies  whom 
I  was  visitinff,  and  begged  that  I  would  come 
to  her  benefit.  I  told  her  I  could  not  hear : 
but  she  insisted  so  much  on  my  coining,  that  it 
would  have  been  brutal  to  have  refused  her.** 
This  was  a  speech  quite  characteristicaL  He 
loved  to  bring  forwitfd  his  having  been  in  tho 
ga^  circles  of  life ;  and  he  was,  i)erhaps,  a  little 
vain  of  the  solicitations  of  this  elegant  and 
fashionable  actress.  He  told  us  the  play  was 
to  be  *'  The  Hypocrite,**  altered  from  Cibber*s 
**  Nonjuror,**  so  as  to  satirise  the  Methodists. 
'*  I  do  not  think,**  said  he,  "  the  character  of 
the  Hypocrite  justly  applicable  to  the  Method- 
bts,  but  it  is  very  applicable  to  the  Nonjurors. 
I  once  sfud  to  Dr.  Madan  [Maddenl,  a  clergy- 
man of  Lreland,  who  was  a  great  Whig,  uiat 
perhaps  a  Nonjuror  would  have  been  less 
criminal  in  taking  the  oaths  imposed  by  the 
ruling  power,  than  refusing  them ;  because  re- 
ding them  necessarily  laid  him  under  almost 
an  irresistible  temptation  to  be  more  criminal ; 
for  a  man  must  live,  and  if  he  precludes  himself 
from  the  support  furnished  by  the  establishment 
will  probably  be  reduced  to  very  widced  shifts 
to  maintain  himself.**'  Boswbll.  "I  should 
think.  Sir,  that  a  man  who  took  the  oaths  con- 


and  other  serious  pieces,  prove  his  leamlng  as  well  as  bb 
acuteness  In  ImIc  and  metaphysics ;  and  his  various  compo- 
sitions of  a  different  cast  exnlblt  not  only  wit,  humour,  and 
ridicule,  but  a  knowledge  "of  nature,  and  ait.  and  Uie:" 
a  combination,  tlierefore,  of  those  powers,  when  (as  the 
"  Apology"  says)  the  author  was  young,  his  invention  at 
the  height,  and  his  reading  fresh  in  his  head,"  might  surety 
produce  **  The  Tale  of  a  Tub."  —  Boawau..  See  amti, 
p.  IM.  a  I.  and  977.  n.  S.  a  reftotaCion  of  Johnson's  strange 
paradoxes  about  Swift  and  the  Tate  of  a  TWft.  —  CtoKim. 

«  The  medal  was  presented  In  1757,  and  Mr.  Whyte.  the 
flrlend  of  Sheridan.  {ant£^  p.  166.  n.  1.)  gives  its  history 
thus:  "When  Sheridan  undertook  to  iriay  DomgUu  in 
Dublin,  he  had  liberally  written  to  Home,  promising  htm 
the  profits  of  the  thud  night.  It  happened,  however, 
that  these  profits  fell  very  short,  and  Sheridan  was  rather 
perplexed  what  to  do.  At  first,  he  thought  of  oflbring 
the  author  a  place  of  plate,  but,  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Whyte,  the  Idea  of  a  medal  was  adopted ;"  and  it  had,  said 
Whyte,  **  the  additional  value  of  belnv  conveyed  to  Mr.  Home 
by  the  hands  of  Lord  Macartney  and  Lord  Bute." —  Cnoxtt. 

*  This  was  not  merely  a  cursory  remsrk  i  for  in  his  LUo 
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tnry  to  bis  principles  was  a  determined  wicked 
man,  because  he  was  sure  he  was  committing 
perjury :  whereas  a  Nonjuror  might  be  insen- 
sibiV  led  to  do  what  was  wrong  witi&out  being 
so  airectlj  conscious  of  it.**  JoHMeoK.  **  Why, 
Bir,  a  man  who  eoes  to  bed  to  his  patron^s  wife 
is  pretty  sure  mat  he  is  committing  wicked- 
ness.*' BoswBLL.  ^*Did  the  nonjuring  clergy- 
men do  so.  Sir?**  JomsoH.  '^I  am  afraid 
many  of  them  did.**  ^ 

I  was  startled  at  this  aigument,  and  could 
hj  no  means  think  it  convincing.  Had  not 
his  own  father  complied  with  the  requisition  of 
government ',  (as  to  which  be  once  observed 
to  me,  when  I  pressed  him  upon  it,  ^  J%at^  Sir, 
he  was  to  settle  with  himselr,**)  he  would  pro- 
bably have  thought  more  unfiifrourably  of  a 
Jacobite  who  took  the  oaths : 


M, 


had  be  ttot  resembled 


My  iaiher  as  be  twore  — .* 

Mr.  Strahan  talked  of  launching  into  the 
great  ocean  of  London,  in  order  to  have  a 
chance  for  rising  into  eminence ;  and  observing 
that  many  men  were  kept  back  from  trying 
their  fortunes  there,  because  they  were  bom 
to  a  competency,  said,  **  Small  oertaintiea  are 
the  bane  of  men  of  talents;**  which  Johnson 
confirmed.  Mr.  Strahan  put  Johnson  in  mind 
of  a  remark  which  he  had  made  to  him : 
**  There  are  few  ways  in  which  a  man  can  be 
more  innocently  employed  than  in  getting 
money.**  ^  The  more  one  thinks  of  this,*'  said 
Strahan,  **  the  juster  it  will  i^pear.** 

Mr.  Strahan  had  taken  a  poor  boy  from  the 
country  as  an  apprentice,  upon  Joluison's  re- 
commendation. Johnson  haying  inquired  after 
him,  said,  **  Mr.  Strahan^  let  me  hare  five  gui- 
neas on  account,  and  1*11  give  this  boy  one. 
Kay,  if  a  man  recommends  a  boy,  and  does 
notninff  for  him,  it  is  sad  work.  Call  him 
down. 

I  followed  him  into  the  oonrt-yard',  behind 
Mr.  Strahan's  house ;  and  there  I  had  a  proof 
of  what  I  heard  him  profess,  that  he  talked 
alike  to  all.  **  Some  people  tell  you  that  thej 
let  themselves  down  to  the  capad^  of  their 


«f  FotiIoo,  h«  obMrri,  **  WIUi  flMOf  other  vIm  and  rlrtuouf 
men.  who,  at  thut  time  of  dlKordf  and  debate  (about  the 
bcgfnalnff  of  thla  aantury ),  eooMilled  cooidonce,  well  or  iU 
formed,  more  than  Interact,  ho  doobted  the  legalltv  of  the 
gOTommeoi  «  and  reAastof  to  qoalliy  htoueir  for  public  en. 
plovment,  bf  takinf  the  eatha  required,  lefl  the  UnlTertlt/ 
wtthoot  a  defree."  This  coodoet  JoHmoo  ealla  "  perrerie. 
BOM  of  lttt«>gritjr.**  The  qtiesttoo  eooeeminf  the  morality  of 
laklnf  oath*,  of  whatever  kind.  Imposed  br  the  prevailing 
power  et  tbe  tlme^  rather  than  to  he  excluded  from  all  eon- 
•equence,  or  even  aov  coociderable  utcfulneta  In  aoclety.  hat 
been  antuied  with  all  tbe  aeutenem  of  eaMilatry.  it  la  reJated, 
that  he  whnd^TiMd  the  oath  of  Bbluratlooprodiicateljr  boaMvd. 
that  h€  had  framed  a  test  which  iheuld  **damm  one  half  of 
th»  nation,  and  ttarre  the  other.**  Upon  minds  not  exalted 
to  iitSriiblp  rectitude,  or  mtnda  In  which  xeal  for  a  partj  is 
predominant  to  exci^M,  taklof  that  oath  against  conviction 
m«y  have  been  peiliited  under  the  plea  of  necetslty,  or 
vrnturfd  upon  hi  beat,  aa  a|ion  tbe  wnole  pnKiuclng  more 
Bwjd  than  «*i|.    At  a  county  election  la  &oo(Ui»d.  many 

J'««tf^»  aro,  whrn  there  was  a  warm  oemest  between  the 
n»n4»  of  tt>»  Hanoverian  succession,  and  tboae  afainit  It, 
"he  OrtCli  of  aij)uratloo  having  been  demanded,  the  freehold«vt 
'W  oue  side  reoe  to  go  awaj.    Upon  which  a  very  sanguine 


hearers.    I  never  do  that    I  spesk  aoifonilf,  < 
in  as  intelligible  a  manner  as  I  can.** 

"Well,  ray  boy,  how  do  you  go  oar" 
''Pretty  well.  Sir;  but  they  are  afraidi  v  at 
strong  enough  for  some  parts  of  the  buinea."  ' 
JoHxaoor.  ''Why,  I  shaU  be  sorrjr  for  it;  K 
when  you  conaider  with  how  little  aMotal 
power  and  corporeal  labour  a  priater  eui  get 
a  guinea  a  week,  it  is  a  rery  deiirahle  sccupa-  , 
tion  for  you.  Do  you  hear  ^  take  ail  tiie 
pains  you  can ;  and  if  thb  does  not  do,  «t 
must  think  of  some  other  way  of  life  lor  joa. 
There  *s  a  guinea.'* 

Here  was  one  of  the  mwiy,  rnaoy  iatUncei  , 
of  liis  active  benevolenee.  At  (be  isme  tim^, 
the  slow  and  sonorons  solemnity  with  vhich, 
while  he  bent  himself  down,  be  addreiMii  a  j 
little  thick  short-legged  boy,  eonlnstcii  viiii  , 
the  boy's  awkwardness  and  awe,  oooid  aoi  Wl  ' 
excite  some  ludicrous  emotiont. 

I  met  him  at  Drury  Lane  pkyhouie  io  tk 
ereaing.   Sir  Joshua  ke^nolda,  at  Mn.  Abof* 
ton*s  request,  had  promued  to  bring  %hoijd 
wits  to  her  benefit;  and  having  secued  {ifij 
places  in  the  front  boxea,  had  dooe  ne  tU 
honour  to  put  me  in  the  group.    JohaioB  ist 
on  the  seat  dhrectly  behind  me;  and  ai  ki 
could  neither  see  nor  bear  at  inch  a  dktistt 
from  the  stage,  he  waa  wrapped  op  io  fvi 
abstraction,  and  seemed  quite  a  blovd,  amidA 
all  the  sunshine  of  glitter  and  gaiety.   I  *<>'' 
dered  at  his  patience  in  sitting  out  s  phj  o^ 
five  acts,  ana  a  fsrce  of  two.    He  nid  wj 
little;  but  after  the  prologue  to  ''BooTifi 
had  been  spoken,  whieb  he  eould  hear  ]>rvttT 
well  fimm  tne  more  slow  and  distinct  attemut. 
he  talked  on  prologue*writiii^,  mid  obserr^ 
''Dryden  has  written   pfologMB  8i^'<  * 
any  that  David    Garrick    baa  written.  ^ 
DaTid  Carried  has  written  more  (pood  pi^ 
logues  than  Drvdcn  baa  dooe.    It  is  wt4>^ 
fill  that  he  has  been  able  to  write  anch  van^ 
of  them.** 

At  Mr.  Beanderic'a,  wbcre  I  9Vff^ 
Mr.  Garrick,  whom  I  made  hi^p/  vith  J 
son*s  praise  of  his  prolcttuea ;  and  I  a 
gratitude  to  him,  be  toof  vp  ana  of  his 


gentlcnian,  ooo  of  their 
them,  calllnc  oat  with 
friends,  and  let  ns 

I  What  ovidanee  U  there  of 
the  nonjuring  dernr  I 
evidence  aa  U  would  be  a(t 
this  occaakm  —for  abbor'a 
lloll«re*s  Tmt^mf^ 

•  Dr.  Harwood  sent 


ig  the 
field:  **  19th  Julj.  ins. 
and  ho  is  herebf  elected  a 
Incorporation;  a  day  is   gl* 
take  the  oath  of  Sdelltf  aad 
magiattote.    Signed,  ftc.'* — "• 
aoo  took  the  oath  of  aOi 


SnpMr.  before.  ac'—C 
•  In  New  Street,  nsar 
whither.  In  Februarr.  ITTO, 
reniov«^  frens  what  la  itlU 
Blackfriars.  and  near  which 
Mr.  Spottlowoode.  Mr 
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topict,  the  nationality  of  the  Scotch,  which  he 
luiuUuned  in  a  pleasant  manner,  with  the  aid 
of  a  little  poetical  fiction.  **  Come,  come,  don^t 
deny  it:  toej  are  really  national.  Whjr,  now, 
tbe  AdMu  *  are  as  liberal-minded  men  aa  any 
in  tbe  world :  but,  I  don^t  know  how  it  ia,  aU 
tiwir  workmen  are  Scotch.  You  are,  to  be 
mn^  wonderfully  free  from  that  nationality; 
but  M  it  happenai  that  vou  employ  the  only 
Scotch  ikoeblack  in  London.** 

He  iauigied  the  manner  of  hia  old  master  with 
lodicrotts  ezajueration ;  repeating,  with  pauaea 
tad  half-wbictlinga  interjected, 

I    *  Oi  honim  MiUime  dcdit,  —  evhmiqiie  tueri 
JnMt,  — et  cractM  ad  stdem  —  tollere  vultus**' 

/  looking  downwards  all  the  time,  and,  while 
•  pnuiouDcing  the   four  laat  words,  absolutely 
toacbing  the  eround  with  a  kind  of  contorted 
goticolation.* 

Garrick,  however,  when  be  pleased,  could 

imiute  Johnson  very  exactly;  for  that  great 

,  sctoTf  with  hb  distinguished  powers  of  expres- 

I  noQ  which  were  so  universally  admired,  pos- 

/  •^«d  also  an   admirable  talent  of  mimicry. 

He  was  always  jealous^  that  Johnson  spoke 

I  lightly  of  him.    1  recollect  his  exhibiting  him 

I  to  me  one  daj,  as  if  saving,  **  Davy  has  some 

'  conriTtal    pleasantry  about  him,   nnt   *tis  a 

■  fuJle  fellow  ;**    which  he  uttered   perfectly 

!  viU  the  tone  and  air  of  Johnson. 

I     I  cannot   too   frequently  request    of  my 

;  r*^enf  while    tbe^  peruse   my  account  of 

Jobnson's  conversation,  to  endeavour  to  keep 

L  mind  his  deliberate  and  strong  utterance. 

Hif  mode  of  speaking  was  indeed  very  imprcs- 

I       Tkc  anhltMU  of  thm  AdelphL  —  Cbokbb. 


ItMlu  •loftv  and  with  erected  •««• 

Bcfeoldt  hit  own  hercdiury  Aiet."^ 

Or.  Met.  I  U. 


rW«iaibM«i«rlotaMoa*l  d^vmmmfit  look  Mid  fMCkn. 
>x*«H  vhDa  rodCiiif  ot  tmblimt  and  iMtrt  9ultu»t  rccemUe* 
*»  *<it<a  Lord  Bttoo  dctcflbef  :  —  **  Mr.  Gratun**  man- 
«  ^itrMa  UC»  weiw  odd,  b«l  oatunl.    Cuma  UMd  to 
«•«  «C  kmrtmg  to  the  9erpgrommd,  and  *  iJkmnkmg  Ood 


i  s; 


•i«i  kekmdm» mtmliaritaf  t^grOmre or  apptarnnee*  In  a  way 
(.**  —Itmre't  ApfWk  t.  406 —  Cbokbb. 


^rtdkMleaa.'* 

>  Mr  wb«to  boa  relatod  aa  aoaedote  of  Johnaon's  violtnca 

'n^milaooo,  which,  wtiboot  to  much  otbar  erldeoee,  one 

"^"  fcen  kmhf  bllorort     **  TW  hooio  on  the  rff ht  at  tbe 

^«a  «r  ■eaiiftiit  Boltdlnge  waa  occapled  bf  Mr.  Cbataber- 

■'>*.  Vn.  Ihtrhlon'g  eldett  brother  (an  entacntcuraHMi). 

*•  9Um  Ttknmmi  woe  often  lovtod  In  a  ious  way  villi  the 

h«4f  putf.    At  oBo  of  thoee  todal  SMetlnai  JohnMo  ai 

lh«>  iMljr  of  tbe  house  •%  the  deMert  lUll  coo> 

m  lodiiw    In  BO  baata  to  withdraw,    Mrt. 

tad  aovod  a  little  back  from  the  t«ble,  and 

ni  ctrAt—lf  donalinc  h«r  foot  backwards  and  forwardc  at 

<^  tit,  e^ofbic  *  tiBO  f«^  of  foaaoB  and  tbe  tow  of  ■nul.' 

fcmiB».  tbe  whUo.  Ml  n  monMot  of  abttraetloa,  waa  con. 

*«  •  *Wf  owrkl^  bla  hand  i»  and  down,  which  the  lad/ 

■■witin, ib«  rayiiebSy  odgedbef  foot  wltbln bU reach, and. 

*  *■  <%(  aartly  hmwm  boon  eBpectod,  Johnioo  clenched  bold 

■   Midarcw  o4r  her  kboe ;  she  started,  and  haaflf  ex- 

■  -«d   '  O,  Aot    Mr.  Johnson  I'    The  companjr  at  Srst 

>  a^  »«(  wbaa  to  make  of  it :  but  one  of  them,  perceiving 

■'  ■»«,  tmarad.     Jobnaoo,  not  Improbablj  aware  of  the 

'•'  •.  ■ffiloyteod.     *  Nay,  Madam,  recollect  voursdf ;  I  know 

^   that  I  bw»«  JsssCljr  ssioirrod  jour  rebuke ;  the  emotion 

•4  n  film^MM  sod  tiM  action  not  inteotlooally  rude.' "  — 

J#oo«,  pw  SO.  See  mmti,  p.  1S6.  o.  i .— CaoaBB. 


•v«o  in  a  less  sansltlre  creature  than  Gar- 


Oarrkk 


had  the  §oaA 
l9  an  aaaj 

to  me  at 
that  Or. 


slve^;  and  I  wish  it  could  be  preserved  as 
music  is  written,  ai;cordinff  to  the  very  in- 

fenious  method  of  Mr.  Steele  ^  who  has  shown 
ow  the  recitation  of  Mr.  Garrick,  and  other 
eminent  apeokera,  might  be  transmitted  to  pos- 
terity in  scoreJ^ 

Next  day  [March  28.]  I  dined  with  Johnson 
at  Mr.  Thr  Je*B.  He  attacked  Gray,  callii^ 
him  *^a  dull  fellow."  Boswbll.  ^*I  under- 
stand he  was  reserved,  and  might  appear  dull 
in  comnany;  but  surely  he  was  not  dull  in 
poetry.^  Johhsoh.  "  Sur,  he  waa  dull  in  com- 
pany, dull  in  his  closet,  dull  every  where.  He 
was  dull  in  a  new  way,  and  that  made  many 
people  think  him  orbat.  He  was  a  mechanical 
poet."  He  then  repeated  some  ludicrous  lines, 
which  have  escanea  my  memory,  and  said,  **  Is 
not  that  GEBAT,  like  his  Odes  f  ^  Mrs.  Thrate, 
maaiitained  that  his  Odes  were  melodious; 
upon  whkh  he  exclaimed^ 

**  Weave  the  warp,  and  weave  the  woof;** — 

I  added,  in  a  solemn  tone, 

**  Tbe  winding««heet  of  Edward's  raoc." 

There  is  a  |;ood  line. — **  Av,**  said  he,  **  and  tlie 
next  line  is  a  good  one  (pronouncing  it  eon- 
temptuously), 

*  Give  ample  verge  and  room  enough.' — ' 

Ko,  8u*,  there  are  but  two  good  stsnxas  in 
Gray's  poeti7,  which  are  in  his  *£]egy  in  a 
Country  Churchyard.  *    He  then  repeated  the 

**  For  who  to  dumb  forgetfblnesa  a  ynj,**  &e. 
mbtaking  one  word ;  for  instead  otprecineis  he 


Johnson's  sayings  wonld  net  svpear  so  oxtraovdlnsrr. 
It  not  for  his  Aoir-voip  K^ey.*'  The  sarlngs  themsoivet  are 
feaerallT  of  slerlh»f  merit  \  but,  doablleas,  bis  laawrr  was 
an  addition  to  their  eflbot ;  and  thercCara  shoold  bo  aCtandcd 
to  as  much  as  may  be.  It  Is  necessary,  howerer,  to  gnard 
those  who  were  not  ae^atoted  with  btan  agalnit  otercharfed 
Imitations  or  caricatures  of  Us  osaoner,  wucb  are  fre^aentlj 
attempted,  and  many  of  which  are  second-hand  copies  from 
the  brte  Mr.  Henclerson,  tbe  actor,  who,  thoagh  a  good 
mimic  of  some  persons,  did  not  represent  Jobneon  eorrectljr. 
— BoewBLL.  Botwell  had  originally  told  this  tos9.if>ov  anec- 
dote fn  tbe  Ttmr ;  (fmti,  p.  tSS.)  and  It  Is  worth  obsorv. 
log.  as  an  Instance  or  Horaee  Walaole's  aristocratic  morgsw, 
that  he  thought  this  remark  of  Cord  Femhroke*i  *  tke  UU 
HMv  *ln  that  extraordinary  volume^  Tbe  whole  pessage 
Is  worth  oooUng  —  **  Hare  yon  got  Besweirs  most  absurd 
enormous  book  ?  The  best  thing  in  It  Is  a  bon-mot  of  LonI 
Pembroke.  The  mora  one  learns  of  Johnaon,  the  moto  pra- 
poelcrous  assemblage  be  appears  of  stroac  senae,  of  the 
lowest  bigotry  and  prejudices,  of  pride,  brutality,  fretAllness, 
and  vanity  ( and  Boswell  Is  the  ape  of  most  of  bis  tenlla,  with- 
out  a  gram  of  bis  sense;  It  Is  the  story  of  a  moontefaaak 
and  his  laoy."    LetUr  to  Comtroif,  Oct.  6.  ITSS. .-  Cbobsb. 

•  See  **  ProsodU  KatlooaMs  \  or.  an  Bssay  towards  asUMIsb. 
Ing  tbe  Melody  and  Measure  of  Speech,  to  be  oBprfssed 
and  perpetuated  by  peculiar  Symbols.  London,  177b.**  — 
BoawBtL. 

'  I  use  the  phrase  Ms  soerc,  as  Dr.  Jobneon  has  esplatoad 
It  hi  bis  Dictionary.  **  A  tomg  in  Soobb.  tbe  words  with  tbe 
Bftuslcal  notes  of  a  song  annexed."  But  1  understand  that 
In  sdenciflc  propriety  it  means  all  the  parts  of  a  musical  com. 
position  noted  down  hi  tlio characters  ey  wblch  It  tooxblbitod 
to  the  eyo  of  the  skilhil.  —  Boewau..  It  was  4§tlmmtMm 
that  Steele  pretended  to  reduce  to  notation  by  new  ebaraetprs. 
This  be  called  the  eiriodir  of  speech,  not  the  Aomsenir,  which 
tbe  term  As  seerv  Implies.  —  Boaionr.  The  true  meaning  of 
the  term  scerv  is,  that  when  music  In  different  paru  fer^ 
ferent  Tolces  or  instrumeats,  is  written  on  the  saase  pi  _ 
bars,  lastead  of  being  drawn  only  across  eech  stare,  aiw,  to 
lead  the  eyes  of  the  sereral  performers,  scornd  flrom  the  top 
to  tbe  bottom  of  tbe  pages.  —  Caoan. 

•  **  Amtplo  room  mmtrge  tmmgk,** .  P.  C. 
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said  coiOEiief.    He  added,  ^  The  other  sUnxa  I 
forget/'^ 

A  joun^^  ladj  *  who  had  married  a  man 
much  her  mferior  in  rank  being  mentioned^  a 
question  arose  how  a  woman's  relations  should 
behave  to  her  in  such  a  situation ;  and,  while 
I  recapitulate  the  debate,  and  recollect  what 
has  since  happened,  I  cannot  but  be  struck  in 
a  manner  that  delicacy  '  forbids  me  to  express. 
While  I  contended  that  she  ought  to  be 
treated  with  an  inflexible  steadiness  of  dis- 
pleasure, Mrs.  Thnde  was  all  for  mildness  and 
forgiveness,  and,  according  to  the  vulgar  phrase, 
^  making  the  b€»t  of  a  bad  bargain.**  Johh- 
Bov.  **  Madam,  we  must  distinguish.  Were 
I  a  man  of  rank,  I  would  not  let  a  daughter 
starve  who  had  made  a  mean  marriage;  but 
having  voluntarilj  degraded  herself  m>m  the 
station  which  she  was  originally  entitled  to 
bold,  I  would  support  her  onlj  m  that  which 
she  herself  had  cnosen;  and  would  not  put 
her  on  a  level  with  mv  other  daughters.  You 
are  to  consider,  Macfam,  that  it  is  our  duty 
to  maintain  the  subordination  of  civilised  so- 
ciety ;  and  when  there  is  a  gross  and  shameful 
deviation  from  rank,  it  should  be  punii^ed  so 
as  to  deter  others  from  the  same  perversion.** 

Afler  frequently  considering  this  subject, 
I  am  more  and  more  confirmed  in  what  I  then 
meant  to  express,  and  which  was  sanctioned 
by  the  authority  and  iUustrated  by  the  wis- 
dom of  Johnson ;  and  I  think  it  of  the  utmost 
consequence  to  the  hi4>pine8s  of  society,  to 
which  subordination  is  absolutely  necessary. 
It  is  weak  and  contemptible,  and  unworthv,  in  a 
parent  to  relax  in  sucn  a  case.  It  is  sacrificing 
scneral  advantage  to  private  feelings.  And 
let  it  be  considered  that  the  claim  of  a  daughter 
who  has  acted  thus,  to  be  restored  to  her  former 
situation,  is  either  fantastical  or  unjust.  If 
there  be  no  value  in  the  distinction  of  rank, 
what  docs  she  suffer  by  being  kept  in  the 
situation  to  which  she  has  descended?  If 
there  be  a  value  in  that  distinction,  it  ought  to 
be  steadily  maintained.  If  indulgence  be 
shown  to  such  conduct,  and  the  offenders  know 
that  in  a  longer  or  shorter  time  they  shall  be 
received  as  well  as  if  thev  had  not  contaminated 
their  blood  by  a  base  alliance,  the  great  check 
upon  that  inordinate  caprice  which  generally 
occasions  low  marriages  will  be  removed,  and 
the  fair  and  comfortable  order  of  improved  life 
will  be  miserablv  disturbed. 

Lord  Chesterfield's  Letters  being  mentioned, 
Johnson  said,  **  It  was  not  to  be  wondered  at 
that  they  had  so  great  a  sale,  considering  that 


they  were  the  letters  of  a  statesman,  s  wit,  one 
who  had  been  so  much  in  the  mouths  of  min- 


1  No  doabt  Ladr  Susao  Fox,  eldetC  daofftitor  of  the  flrtt 
Earl  of  Ilchntrr.  born  in  174S.  who.  In  1779,  OMnicid  Mr. 
Wllllani  O'Brim.  mi  actor.    Sh«  dl«Kl  In  18S7  —  Cnussn . 

*  Mr.  B<MwMI*B  Miemqf  to  Mrs.  Ploiil  U  quit*  exrapUrr ! 
bat  after  all,  there  U  noUiInc  which  ho  bat  Insinuated  or  udd 
too  bod  for  Mieh  a  lamentable  weaknee*  at  the  vat  ffulltjr  of 
lo  ber  marriago  with  Mr.  Ploial.  and  for  the,  I  believe, 
follj  of  tone  of  her  tabteqoent  conduct.  ~  CnoKin. 


•  **Tolaltar 


throofli  tho  mootbt  of  men.** 

VUf.  Georg.  Ul.  9 C. 


kind,  one  long  accustomed  rtrni  voHlart  per 

OT€L,    * 

On  Friday,  81st  March,  I  supped  with  Vim 
and  some  friends  ^  at  a  tavern.    One  of  tiie 
company  ^  attempted,  with  too  mudi  forvard-  i 
ness,  to  rally  him  on  his  late  appesnnce  st  tbe  ' 
theatre ;  but  had  reason  to  repent  of  kU  teme- 
rity.   '*  Why,  Sir,  did  you  go  to  Mrs.  Abing- 
ton's  benefit P  Did  you  seer*  Joamoi.  ''No, 
Sir.**  "Did you  hear?**  Jomisov.  •^No.Sir: 
''  Why  then.  Sir,  did  yon  ^  P"  JoHinos.  "^Be 
cause.  Sir,  Aq  is  a  favourite  of  the  public;  nd 
when  the  publio  cares  a  thousandth  ptrt  for  vm 
that  it  does  for  her,  I  will  go  to  your  bcscfo 
too.** 

Next  mominff  I  won  a  smaU  bet  fron  Udt 
Diana  Beauclerk,  by  asking  him  as  to  ooe  of 
his  particularities,  which  her  LadyBkip  Iiiti  I 
durst  not  do.  It  seems  he  had  beoi  firoimtlT 
observed  at  the  club  to  nut  into  his  ooart  tk 
Seville  oranges,  afler  he  nad  squeef  ed  tbe  iuicf 
of  them  into  the  drink  which  be  made  for  ub* 
self.  Beauclerk  and  Garrick  talked  of  it  to  BC 

and  seemed  to  think  that  he  had  a  strsorr  tf- 
wiUingness  to  be  diacovered.    We  eovid  vi 
divine  what  he  did  with  them ;  and  tkii  vii 
the  bold  question  to  be  pnt.^  I  saw  os  ka 
table,  the  spoils  of  the  preceding  night,  smf 
fresh  peels  nicely  scnmed  and  cut  into  pie^^ 
"O,  Sir,**  said  I,  "I  now  pwlly  see  wbx  j« 
do  with  the  squeezed  oranffes  which  joa  [x^ 
into  your  pocket  at  the  duo.**    Joamos.  *\ 
have  a  j^eat  love  for  them.**   BoawxLu  "A-l 
pray,  Sur,  what  do  you  do  with  then?    ^^ 
scrape  them  it  seems,  Tery  neatly,  uA  vktf 
next?**  JoBiisoN.  ^'Let  them  dry,  Sir.**  Bo»* 
WELL.  *«And  what  next?**    Jomsov.  **N*J; 
Sir,  you  shall  know  their  fate  no  fwihe? 
Boswxix.    *'  Then  the  worid  most  be  k^-  ^ 
the  dark.    It  must  be  said  (assuminf  s  ^<^ 
solemnity)  he  scraped  them,  and  let  tKB  ^ 
but  what  he  did  with  them  next  be  s^^ 
could  be  prevailed  upon  to  tell.**    Joan^ 
**Nay,  Sir,  you  should   aay  it  more  ta^ 
ticallj : — he  could  not  be  preirailed  npoB,c«« 
by  his  dearest  friends,  to  tell.*** 

He  had  this  momin|(  received  his  diptcn*  M 
Doctor  of  Laws  from  the  University  of  <  H'>  ri 
He  did  not  vaunt  of  hia  new  dignity,  but  1  wc 
derstood  he  was  highly  pleased  with  it  I  -^ 
here  insert  the  nrogreaa  and  completioo  o^  ^ 
high  academical  honour,  in  the  tame  mansA 
as  I  have  traced  his  obtaining  that  of  Hii^ 
of  Arts. 


4  The  Clab.  —  Caean. 

*  Mr.  Boiwell  hlinBHr..C»o«m. 

•  The  following  extract  of  on*  of  bit 
probably  explain*  the  ute  lo  which  he  p«t 
— **  Give  me  leaTO,  who  havw  ihoui 
propote  to  jpou  an  eaty  and.  I  think, 
iDdimtloQ,  fte.    Take  aa  ounce  of  d 
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"TO  THE  REV.  DR.  FOTHERGILL, 

Vkt^Chaaedtor  of  th»  UmvirgUp  of  Oxford,  to  bo 
tommmmUd  io  tkt  ktadt  of  homses,  and  propo$td 

*'  OownlDg  Straet,  March  3. 177S. 
*  Mb.  Vici-Chanckllo»  and  Gkhilmukv,  — 
Tbe  honour  of  the  degree  of  M.  A.  by  diploma, 
ktmaly  coofeiTed  upon  Mr.  Samuel  Johnson,  in 
coDtrquoiee  of  his  having  eminently  distinguished 
hioictf  by  the  publication  of  a  series  of  essays,  ex- 
•eUcQtij  calculated  to  form  the  manners  of  the 
people^  snd  in  which  the  cause  of  religion  and 
■onJity  has  been  maintained  and  recommended  by 
the  tfiraogest  powers  of  arguaicnt  and  elegance  of 
hogtiagc  re6eeted  an  equal  degree  of  lustre  upon 
tbe  Inifenity  itself. 

*Tlie  msny  learned  labours  which  have  since 
(hat  time  employed  the  attention  and  diqilayed  the 
iUitiei  of  that  great  man,  so  much  to  the  advance- 
■cot  of  litersture  and  the  benefit  of  the  community, 
nader  him  worthy  of  more  distinguished  honours 
a  the  fepublic  of  letters ;  and  I  persuade  myself 
tbt  I  riiaU  act  agreeably  to  the  sentiments  of  the 
vhole  University,  in  desiring  that  it  may  be  pro- 
pSKd  JO  coovoeatioo  to  confer  on  him  the  degree 
d  Doeior  in  Civil  Law  by  diploma,  to  which  I 
Mdily  give  my  consent ;  and  am,  Mr.  Vice- 
CWeilor  and  Gentlemen,  your  affectionate  friend 

••  Noara.**  > 


«  DIPLOMA. 

''Cncdbrnis,  magitiru  sf  adkolam  UnioenttaHs 
Oiamamt  ommibmM  ad  qium  prtaentet  UUrm  per^ 
^ntriai,  mdmtem  in  J}omitio  itmpiiemam, 

'SciaHif  oinm  Uhutrtm,  SammtUm  Joknaomf  in 
^^  *aMtaicirwB  ItiOTorwn  gOHtn  erMai/mi,  oai* 
**^fw  tfiemiiarum  comprekomsione  felieiMsimmm, 
■li^  nU,  ad  popmiartHm  morn  formandoo  Mutmrnd 
"'^"^ns  dagoMiid  ac  oemimHarum  gravUaU  eompa- 
"^  ite  cHm  imdarmsm,  «l  dignut  videretur  etd  db 
^'^^tma  tud  gximia  qmadam  kmdU  pngmia  dtftrtn* 
^^  f»f«e  vemerahQgm  Magiwtramm  ordinem  nmmd 


r^j 


'v  toro  sMMfsm  durusmuniB  et non  td  pooled 

tis  poind  pfWMrttM  tutgnd  ortuutdd 

i,  Ua  imiigmiverimi,  mt  m 

joHs  tt  pmutrtui  jaro 

I   Me^   aB$t€aliairnUf  macitirif  si  fthvinnt 

Qjeweiesii,  ^md  talis  tin'  Msnta  pari 

cemjiMHter,  ot  ptrpUmmm  tmm 


Che  Ccefoestlea  R«tlst«r,  OzfBrd.^ 


Tm 


Is  hi  mv  poMsirion. 
■e  tn  rssd  IC«  bii( 
oflt. 


*•<  hwHT  Mr. 


I^. 


He  thowed  ne  the 

bat  would  DOC  eoDMot  to 

J  perh^^  that  I  ihould  bias*  It 

His  oqisctkm  to  this  sppesrs  froni 

in  whkh  ho  ■oolde  her  for  the 

oir  biB.    II  U  remerksMe  that  bo 

know,  aMOSMd  bU  title  of  Doctor^  bat 

Jobiiooo,  aa  appaare  froo  saaajr  of  hit 

ID  vyaalf,  and  I  have  aeen  many  from  him  to 

a  which  he  uniformly  takes  that  destgnaUoa. 

oa  hia  table  a  lettor  directed  to  blm  with  the 

;  and  otaieetad  to  It  ae  being  a  detlgnalloo 

J  but  he  checked  me,  and  teemed 

h,  heranee.  aa  I  emMccf ured,  he  liked  to  be 

«aS  ct  the  daaa  of  literary  men,  and  to  be 

mgtmhikowimi  imiwiik  me eufre— B€»swbUm 

p.  MH.  ■.  ft^  aa  to  the  uae  of  the  Dodoroi  title ; 

wbf  Johnaon  wee  a  Itotlo 

eae,  that  be  did  not  mneh 

Uleraiy  iMrthrrllim  to  Lord 


etmii/  Iswlw,  aosfrcsfue  e^Td  Hitnu  propomtiuimm 
vobmtatiM  oxUt  momtmtmtum,  in  nUntd  eonvoeatiomo 
doetomm  tt  magittrwum  rtgonHwrn^  rt  ao»  nyciiltwn, 
prmdietmm  Samwdtm  Joktuam  doetorum  in  jure  civiU 
renumeiaoimMt  et  eomitituimuM,  oumque,  tiriuie  pra* 
BentiM  diplomatiMt  nngidis  juribuM,  privUegUt  tt  honth' 
ribui,  ad  istum  gradum  qttdqua  pertimentibuM,  frvi  et 
gauderejuinmtu.  In  eujue  rei  Uttimonium  commune 
UnivereitatiM  Oxonteneee  eigilhun  preeeentibua  apponi 
feeimue, 

"  Datum  in  domo  nowtrm  eonvoeationia  die  tricegimo 
mentie  MartO^  anno  Domini  wdlleeimo  eeptingentenrno, 
eeptaagenmo  ^nto*  ' 


«  Viro  JUoerendo  THOMiE  FOTHERGILL, 
S.  T.  P,  UnivereitatiM  Oxonienaia  Vieo-Canedlario, 

«  S.  P.  D. 

«<  SAM.  JOHNSON. 

<*  Af^it  mom  eat  opma,  nt  teatimonium  ^uo,  te  prm* 
aidot  Oxomianaea  fioaicii  imimi  poeteria  eommanddruni, 
jtudi  anamo  aoeeptrim  eompertum  faeiam.  Nemo  eibi 
plaeena  nam  Imt^mr  g  memo  aibi  non  plaett,  qui  vobia, 
Hterarmm  arbitriat  plaeare  potniL  Hoe  tamen  habet 
incommodi  tantttm  ben^/kiumt  qnod  wuki  nunqnam 
poathde  aine  peatrm  famm  detrimanto  vel  labi  Ueeat  vei 
eeaaare ;  aemperqua  ait  timendnm  ne  qnod  mihi  tarn 
eximirn  lamdi  eat,  tfobia  aliqMando  flat  opprobruh  Vale. 
7.  Id.  Apr.  1775.* 

He  reTiied  some  sheett  of  Lord  Hailes's 
(*  Annals  of  Scotland,**  and  wrote  a  few  notes 
on  the  nuurffin  with  red  ink,  which  he  bade  me 
tell  his  lordship  did  not  sink  into  the  paper, 
and  pught  be  wiped  off  with  a  wet  sponge,  so 
that  it  cud  not  spoil  his  manuscript.  I  observed 
to  him  that  there  were  Tery  few  of  his  friends 
so  accurate  as  that  I  could  venture  to  put 
down  in  writing  what  thev  told  me  as  his  say- 
ings. JoHRSOH.  *^  Why  should  you  writedown 
M^  sayings?**  Boswbul.  ^*  I  write  them  when 
they  are  good.**  Johiison.  ^Nay,  you  may  as 
weU  write  down  the  sayings  of  any  one  else 
that  are  good.**  But  toAcre,  I  might  with  great 
propriety  have  added,  can  I  find  such  ? 

I  visited  him  by  i4;»pointment  in  the  evening, 
and  we  drank  tea  with  Mrs.  Williams.  He 
told  me  that  he  had  been  in  the  company  of  a 
gentleman'  whose  extraordinary  travels  had 
been  much  the  subject  of  conversation.  But 
I  found  he  had  not  listened  to  him  widi  that 


North,  wttb  whom  he  waiperfonally  dlmtisSed ;  and  beeanie 
the  degree,  at  that  partieuUr  moment,  sklgbt  look  like  a 
reward  for  his  potitieni  pamphleta. 

The  following  la  en  cstract  from  the  letter  to  Mm  Thrale, 
which  Boewell  allude*  to :  — 

"The  other  Oxford  new*  U,  that  they  hare  vent  roe  a 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws,  with  *uch  praUe*  In  the  diploma 


as,  perhaaa,  oucht  to  suke  bbo  ashemerl  i  thajr  are  very  like 
your  prafies.  I  wonder  whether  1  shall  ever  show  them  to 
rou.*'^  He  edds,  '*  To-daf  [Saturday,  1st  April]  I  dine  with 
Hamlltoni  to-UMrrow  with  Hoole ;  on  Monday  with  Para- 
dise ;  on  Tuesday  with  master  and  mistress ;  on  Wednesday 
with  Dllly  \  but  oobm  back  to  the  leirrr."  -  LeUere. 

The  tower,  says  Mrs.  PlotsI,  was  a  separate  room  at 
Streaibaro,  where  Dr.  Johnson  slept.  He  was  afterwards 
promoted  to  a  larga  bow-windowed  bed-room  In  front  of  the 
house,  la  which,  under  the  naaae  of  "Dr.  JoAhmm's  room,** 
I  slept  many  years  after,  and  was  pleased  to  And  that  his 
writing  table  was  carefully  preserred,  and  that  even  the  bloto 
of  hto  Ink  had  not  been  deeaed  away.  •  Caoaaa. 

s  Bruce,  the  Abyssinian  traveller,  with  whom  be  haddhied 
thattfay  at  Mr.  Oefard  HemlUfln'fc^  ~ 
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foil  oonfidenoe,  witiioot  whidi  there  k  little 
8atisfacti<m  in  tiie  society  of  trsrellen.  I  was 
curious  to  hear  what  opinion  so  able  m  judge 
as  Johnson  had  formed  of  his  abilities,  and  I 
asked  if  he  was  not  a  man  of  sense.  Jobksoii. 
**  Whj,  Sir,  he  is  not  a  distinct  rdater ;  and  I 
should  saj,  he  is  neither  abounding  nor  de- 
ficient in  sense.  I  did  not  perceive  any  supe- 
riority of  understanding.^  Boewsix.  **But 
witl  you  not  allow  him  a  nobleness  of  resolu- 
tion, in  penetrating  into  distant  regions?" 
JoHiisoK.  ^  That,  Sir,  is  not  to  the  present 
purpose ;  we  are  talking  of  sense.  A  nghting 
cock  has  a  nobleness  of  resolution.** 

Next  day,  Sunday,  2d  April,  I  dined  with 
him  at  Mr.  Hoole^s.  We  talked  of  Pope. 
JoHNSOH.  ^  He  wrote  his  'Dunciad*  for  fame. 
That  was  his  primary  motive.  Had  it  not  been 
for  that,  the  dunoes  might  have  railed  against 
him  till  they  were  weary,  without  his  troubling 
himself  about  them.  He  deligfated  to  vex  them, 
no  doubt  \  but  he  had  more  delight  in  seeing 
how  well  he  could  tcz  them.** 

The  ''Odes  to  Obscurity  and  Oblirion,**  in 
ridicule  of  ^'cool  Mason  and  warm  Gray,** 
being  mentioned,  Johnson  said,  **They  are 
Colman*s  best  things.**  Upon  its  bdng  observed 
that  it  was  believed  these  Odes  were  made  by 
Culman  and  Lloyd  jointly; — JomaoH.  '^Nay, 
Sir,  how  can  two  people  make  an  ode? 
Perhaps  one  made  one  of  them,  and  one  the 
other.  I  observed  that  two  people  had  made 
a  play,  and  quoted  the  anecdote  of  Beaumont 
and  Fletcher,  who  were  brouofat  under  suspi- 
cion of  treason,  because  while  eoneerting  the 
plan  of  a  tragedy  when  sitting  together  at  a 
tavern,  one  oi  them  was  overheard  sayingto 
the  other, ''  1*11  kill  the  kii^.**  Jobhboh.  "^  The 
first  of  these  Odes  is  the  nest ;  bat  they  are 
both  good.  They  exposed  m  very  bad  kind  of 
writinir.'* '  BoewsLL.  ^  Surely,  Sir,  Mr.  Ma- 
son*s  ^It^lfrida*  is  a  fine  poem :  at  least  you  will 
allow  there  are  some  good  passages  in  it.** 
Johnson.  ^  There  are  now  and  then  some 
good  imitations  of  Milton*s  bad  manner.**  * 

I  often  wondered  at  his  low  estimation  of  the 
writings  of  Gray  and  Mason.  Of  GTay*s 
poetry  I  have,  in  a  former  part  of  this  work, 
expr^sed  my  high  opimon;  and  for  that  of 


1  Gnj*t  Od«t  aro  itltl  oo  frary  table  aatf  in  ..«.,  -.«~... 
and  th«r<i  are  not,  I  ballav«,  a  doaao  Ukcvte*  in  Ea^aad 
which  could  produce  these  '*ktti  tkimg$,**  mwtttm  ky  iM^pra. 
ft»9ed  wlu  in  rktteule  of  theaa.  ~  Camu 

*  Mrs.  Pioafl  sajrt.  that  Johneon 
into  ridicule,  bat  called  Klfrida  •*  eaqul  Aalf  pteltr."  1  Mleve 
bat  tiM  Int  half  of  thia  rrpert.  ^  CaoKlB. 

>  Mra.  MacMilOT  (Me  mmti,  p.  7S.  n.  S.).  to  arhoBR  there  li 
a  very  tUfht  allosioo  In  Tmamtiom  mo  T^frmmg.  as  **  a  featah 
pafrfef.** »  CaoKam.  In  WUkea't  letters  to  his  daufhter 
there  are  manj  partfeolara  of  and  aUuik»B  to  this  eoeentrlc 
woman.  ^  M^wbIiAF^ 

4  The  foUowhiff  estract»fr«m  eae  of  Rorwe  Walaole's 
letters,  will  rx^am  the  proeeedhifs  and  perionagfs  or  this 
fbrce : ..**  Yon  a«ist  know,  that  near  Bath  Is  erected  n  new 
ParnMsas,  composed  of  three  lantels,  a  arrtle  teee,  a  weep- 
ing willow,  and  e  view  of  the  Avon,  which  has  been  now 
chritiened  Helicon.  Ten  jears  ago  there  lived  a  Madam 
r  Kii(K«].  an  old  roagh  humourtst,  who  pmsad  for  a  wit ;  her 
daiitrhter.  who  pats4>d  for  nochlnf.  asarried  to  a  Captain 
r  Miller],  ftiU  of  good-natwed  oackmsoesa.  Theee  foutl 
folks  «cre  Maods  of  Mas  Rich  (dai^hlar  of  Sir 


Mr.  Mason  I  have  ever  entertained  t  vann 
admiration.    His  **  Elfrida**  is  eioiuiitc,  Wb 
in  poetical  description  and  moral  sestiaxot: 
and  his  **•  Caractacus  **  is  a  nohle  dnint.   Nor  i 
can  I  omit  paying  my  tribute  of  praiie  to  tmot  < 
of  his  smaller  poems,  which  I  have  read  wiik 
pleasure,  and  which  no  criticism  ahsll  penuhic 
me  not  to  like.    If  I  wondered  at  Jokfisrii'i 
not  tasting  the  works  of  Mason  snd  Gn),  *uil 
more  have  I  wondered  at  their  not  iMUi^  d 
his  works :  that  they  should  be  iaseniible  ic 
his  eaergj  of  diction,  to  his  splendour  of  JDifa, 
and  comprehension  of  thought.     Ttrtca  waj 
differ  as  to  the  violin,  the  flute,  the  hnvuj: 
in  short  all  the  lesser  instroments;  bstwb 
can  be  insensible  to  the  powerful  imprawaf 
of  the  majestic  organ  f 

His  ^  Taxation  no  Tyranny**  heinf  maxif^ 
ed,  he  said,  **  I  think  I  have  not  heea  sttackK 
enough  for  it.     Attack  is  the  re-actkoi  I 
never  think  I  have  hit  hard,  mlcsi  it  i^ 
bounds.**     BoawsLL.      "I  don*t  kaovi  St. 
what  you  would  be  at.    Five  or  six  ikuu  t<* 
small  arms  in  every  newspaper*  and  icpettsl 
cannonading   in    pamphlets,  might,  1  thak, 
satisfy  you.    But,  Sir«  you'll  nev«r  waktml 
this  match,  of  which  we  have  talked,  viik  i 
certain  political  lady  ^,  since  you  are  so  KToe 
a^nst  her  principlea.**      Jomsos.    "^^^T* 
Sir,  I  have  tne  better  chance  for  UisL   ^k' 
is  like  the  Amazons   of  old;   she  miai  bt 
courted  by  the  sword.     Bat  I  have  not  Wa 
severe  upon  her."    Boawxix.  •*  Tes,  Sir,  v« 
have  made  her  ridiculous.**    Jonasoa.  "  TW 
was  already  done.  Sir.     To  endeavovr  to  do-' 
her  ridiculous,  u  like  blacking  the  tMmwy  * 

I  put  him  in  mind  that  dbe  landlord  « 
Ellon  in  Scotland  said,  that  he  hesrd  be  «« 
the  greatest  man  in  England,  neat  tn  Uri 
Mansfield.  "^  Ay,  Sir,**  said  he,  *"  the  e&c?r-  ^ 
defined  the  idea.  A  Scotchinan  could  g-  ■* 
farther: 

*  The  Ibrce  of  Nature  eould  oo  father  |n.'  * 

Lady  Miller*s  coUeeiHMi  of 
able  people,  which  were  psit 
Bath-£aston  viHa^  near  Batk, 
for  honorary  pnaes,  beiB^ 
them  very  cheap ;  **Bowte«iuwli,**  mid  b^.  '*« 


Rich,  and  sister  to  the 
to  dine  with  theas  at 
a  little  or  what  wm 
pUntcd.  and  hegot  chUdren. 
roeead  to  go  abroad  lo 


toiselle 
Mrs.  V[eae7].     The 
eameoa,  hu  tonsne  nins 
nuy  contribute  to  the  lesprov 
chej  have  tntrodoead 
hold  a  Paraaasns-Calr 
and  themes,  ao«i  aU  the  Ina  of 
the  prlaca.    A  Bawan  vj 
myrtles,  rvceivi^   thr  poatrr,    m 
festival :  six  JiMlees  of  tker  n| 
the  briahiest  conposltton,  «h 
acfcnowled^,  knnH  to  Mrs. 
hand,  and  are  ciunned  by  it  w«ta 
know  what.    You  n>ey  ihiak  Uila 
Be  dumb,  unbeliceets  1  Tbe 
mi  telthl 
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t  mere  oonoeit,  and  an  old  conceit  now;  I 
wonder  how  people  were  penuaded  to  write  in 
tint  minner  for  this  lad j.  I  named  a  eentle- 
min'  of  hit  acqnaintanoe  who  wrote  ror  the 
VaM.  JoBinoH.  **Hewa8  a  blockhead  for 
hk  ptim.**  BoawBLL.  *^The  Duchess  of 
Vortfaumberlaad  wrote.**'  Johmsoh.  "Sir, 
the  DaohesB  of  Northumberland  may  do  what 
the  pletMs:  nobodj  will  say  anv  thinff  to  a 
hdy  of  her  high  rank.  But  I  should  be  apt 
to  throw  •••*♦♦•«  Teraes  in  his  face." 

I  ttlked  of  the  cheerfulness  of  Fleet  Street, 
mm  to  the  constant  quick  succession  of 
nople  which  we  perceive  passing  through  it. 
Joaisoa.  **  Why,  Sir,  Fleet  Street  has  a  very 
immtted  appearance ;  but  I  think  the  full  tide 
of  kttmsn  existence  is  at  Charing  Cross." 

He  made  the  common  remark  on  the  unhap- 

fmtm  wfaidh  men  who  have  led  a  busy  life 

experience,  when  they  retire  in  expectation  of 

^ypV  themeelyes  at  ease,   ana  that  they 

foersl^  languish  for  want  of  thor  habitual 

eeea^atiOB,  and  wish  to  return  to  it.     He 

umUooed  aa  atrong  an  instance  of  this  as  can 

ydl  be  ima^ned.  ^  An  eminent  tallowohaadler 

is  London,  who  had  acquired  a  considerable 

Artoae,  gave  up  the  trade  in  ftirour  of  his 

^ircmsa,  and  went  to  live  at  a  conntry*hoase 

Kv  town.    He  soon  grew  weary,  and  paid 

frfifaent  yiaita   to  his   old   shop,  where    he 

^tmtd  they  nsiglit  let  him  know  their  msAii^- 

^yt,  and  ae  would  come  and  assist  them; 

vhieh  he  acoorcBngly  did.    Here,  Sir,  was  a 

Ma  to  whom  the   most  Asgustbig  cireum- 

^mcBi  in  Che  business  to  which  he  had  been 

ttsd  was  a  r^ef  from  idleness." 
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imff. «—  AolMCtt  aguiiui  BrUtrf,  —  C^ 
—  GtMikt^  and  MoraUiy,  — 
it  —  Gmor^  h  —  TVodny  Jmdgu.  — 
n»iattpkfr  Smart.  —  TVrut't  TwwtU,^Addhm*» 
l^.---^*  Limhmrien,'"  --  Gibboti,  -^  Pairioiitm. 
~  JfriL  JVtfaAuydL  —  HajfpimMn,  —  Getural  Ogk' 

Lmd  Bmtt.  —  GMd  FHda^ Umiom.  ^  Com^ 

•mm,  —  Vaimo  of  KamtMff,  —  LMtrarf  Fame, 
"  UMditw •*SU  odmirarir^  AdvoMiagu  of 


0%  Wednesday,  5th  April,  I  dined  with  him  at 


tiM  DocImm  or  Northtiaitorlaad  ;  re- 

llMm  by  Oenrdoo  lb*  iiMiiblt.  allai  —  2 

Iqr  Lord  Ffrtiawniwi] ;  Muaa  bv  Lord 

kr  Mrt.  (If  llUr]  honelf.  that  h«vo  00 

%  and  HMBortiU^  froniMd  to  her 

In  thorc,  »mm  foSf ,  which  sorer 

la  IMi  hot  cUaolo,  ran  Sbcrwtrd. 

■ay  tlilnv  m  «otf>rtiliilaii.  or  eo  doll  —for 

'  «^  at  1  hove  bom  lolMoff.**—  Wmrkt, 

ilior<lledto  l7Sl,aL4l — CaoKsa. 

Bldwrd  Oraeoi.  who  wm  fnr  eome 

of  ^otoMoaAi  Aleadf  Mr*  Pllsliorhartt 

tattm  9tth  lioelmi  Vaee.  HowatRodor 

,  vbere  ho  died  Id  1S0« Caoua. 


Messieurs  Dilly*s,  with  Mr.  John  Scott  of 
Amwell,  the  Quaker ',  Mr.  Langton,  Mr.  Miller 
(now  Sir  John),  and  Dr.  Thomas  Campbell  ^ 
an  Irish  clergyman,  whom  I  took  the  liberty  of 
inviting  to  Mr.  Dilly's  table,  having  seen  nim 
at  Mr.  Thrale's,  and  been  told  that  he  had 
come  to  England  chiefly  with  a  view  to  see 
Dr.  Johnson,  for  whom  he  entertained  the 
highest  Tcneration.  He  has  since  published 
**A  Philosophical  Survey  of  the  South  of 
Ireland,**  a  very  entertaining  book,  which 
has,  however,  one  fault  —  that  it  assumes  the 
fictitious  character  of  an  Englishman. 

We  talked  of  j^ublic  speaking.  Johnson. 
**  We  must  not  estimate  a  man's  powers  by  his 
being  able  or  not  able  to  deliver  bis  sentiments 
in  public.  Isaac  Hswkins  Browne,  one  of  the 
first  wits  of  this  country,  got  into  parliament, 
and  never  opened  his  mouth.  For  my  own 
part,  I  think  it  is  more  disgraceful  never  to  try 
to  speak,  than  to  try  it  and  fiul ;  as  it  is  more 
disgjraceful  not  to  fight,  than  to  fight  and  be 
befUien.**  This  argument  appeared  to  me  falla- 
cious; for  if  a  man  has  not  spoken,  it  may  be 
said  that  he  would  have  done  yery  well  if  he 
had  tried ;  whereas,  if  he  has  tried  and  failed, 
there  is  nothing  to  be  said  for  him.  *'  Why, 
then,"  I  asked,  '*  is  it  thought  disgraceful  for  a 
man  not  to  fight,  and  not  disgraceful  not  to 
speak  in  public  ?  **  Johnson.  ^  Because  there 
may  be  other  reasons  for  a  man*s  not  speak- 
ing in  public  than  want  of  resolution  :  he  may 
have  nothing  to  sa;^  (laughing).  Whereas,  Sir, 
you  know  courage  is  reckoned  the  greatest  of  all 
virtues ;  because,  unless  a  man  h^  that  virtue, 
he  has  no  security  for  preserving  any  other.** 

He  observed,  that  ^*the  statutes  against 
bribery  were  intended  to  prevent  upstarts  with 
money  from  getting  into  parliament :  **  adding, 
that  ^  if  he  were  a  gentleman  of  landed  pro- 
perty, he  would  turn  out  all  his  tenants  who 
did  not  vote  for  the  candidate  whom  he  sup- 
ported.** Lanqton.  .  ^  Would  not  that,  Su*,  be 
checkinff^  the  freedom  of  election  ?  '*  John- 
son. "  Sir,  the  law  does  not  mean  that  the 
privilege  of  voting  should  be  independent  of 
old  family  interest,  of  the  permanent  property 
of  the  countrv.** 

On  Thursoay,  6th  Aprfl,  I  dined  with  him 
at  Mr.  Thomas  Davies'a,  with  Mr.  Hickev  ^  the 
painter,  and  my  old  acquaintance  Mr.  Moody, 
the  player. 

Dr.  Johnson,  as  usual,  spoke  contemptuoualy 
of  CoUey  Gibber.    ''  It  is  wonderful  that  a 


«  Ladf  BUaihoCh  Bmmam  married,  la  1740.  Sir  Hwh 
SailtheoQ.  eraatod.  In  I7S8,  Duke  of  Northamberlaml.  She 
died  OB  ber  •IxtlcCh  Mrtb^day.  Dec  S.  1776.  ~  Ceoaaa. 

>  John  Scoit.  bora  1780.  died  17S8,aitthor  of  a  porm  odted 
*  Amwettt*  a  volume  of  Awte,  and  tome  tmaller  piece*.  He 
■obtithed  alio,  two  political  traeu  to  anewer  to  Dr.  Johoton't 
^  Patftot  **  and  *«  Palae  Alarm.  **—  P.  Cuwnimomam. 

4  See  noxt  pofr.  a.  7.  <—  C. 

*  Thomoa  HIckejr.  a  portrait  paintor,  llvins  at  thia  tiaie  In 
Tavittodi  Row.  Covent  Oerden.  He  aflerwarda  itmofod  to 
Bath,  aod  li  bow  beat  reawnbored  bj  a  cbaracioriitic  por- 
trait of  hi*  frtood  Tom  Davtoo,  oagravad  vltb  Hickej'i  mbo 
to  a p.  ComnioBaii. 
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man,  who  for  forty  years  had  lived  with  the 
great  and  the  witty,  should  have  acquired  so 
5l  the  talents  of  conversation :  and  he  had  but 
half  to  furnish ;  for  one  half  of  what  he  said 
was  oaths.**  He,  however,  allowed  considerable 
merit  to  some  of  his  comedies,  and  said  there 
was  no  reason  to  believe  that  the  **  Careless 
Husband  **  was  not  written  by  himself.  Davies 
said,  he  was  the  first  dramatic  writer  who  in- 
troduced genteel  ladies  upon  the  stase.  John- 
son refuted  his  observation  by  instancing  several 
such  characters  in  comedies  before  his  time. 
Davibs  (trying  to  defend  himself  from  a  charge 
of  ignorance).  ^  I  mean  eenteel  moral  charac- 
ters.** "*  I  think,**  said  Mickey,  *"  gentility  and 
morality  are  inseparable.**  EioawBix.  *'  aj  no 
means,  Sir.  The  senteelest  characters  are  often 
the  most  immonu.  Does  not  Lord  Chester- 
field give  precepts  for  unitinff  wickedness  and 
the  graces?  A  man,  indeed,  is  not  genteel 
when  he  gets  drunk ;  but  most  vices  may  be 
committed  very  genteelly :  a  man  may  debauch 
his  friend*s  wife  genteelly:  he  may  cheat  at 
cards  genteellv.**  Hickst.  ^'  I  do  not  think 
that  is  genteel.**  Boswsix.  **  Sir,  it  may  not 
be  like  a  gentleman,  but  it  may  be  genteel.** 
Johhsoii.  "You  are  meaning  two  different 
things.  One  means  exterior  grace ;  the  other 
honour.  It  is  certain  that  a  man  may  be  very 
immoral  with  exterior  grace.  Lovelace,  in 
'  Clarissa,'  is  a  verygenteel  and  a  very  wicked 
character.  Tom  Hervey^  who  died  t'other 
day,  though  a  vicious  man,  was  one  of  the 
fenteelest  men  that  ever  lived.**  Tom  Davies 
mstanced  Charles  the  Second.  Johnson 
rtaking  fire  at  an  attack  upon  that  Prince, 
tor  whom  he  had  an  extraoramary  partiality^. 
"Charles  the  Second  was  licentious  in  his 
practice;  but  he  always  had  a  reverence  for 
what  was  good.  Charles  the  Second  knew  his 
people,  and  rewarded  merit.  The  church  was 
at  no  time  better  filled  than  in  his  reicn.  He 
was  the  best  king  we  have  had  from  nis  time 
till  the  reien  of  our  present  Majesty,  except 
James  the  Second,  who  was  a  very  good  kiiig% 
but  unhappily  believed  that  it  was  necessary 


)  SMontf.p.  18I.n.4.~C 

*  All  this  acenit  lo  contrary  to  historical  truth  and  com- 
mon seaie,  that  I  cannot  account  for  It.  We  are  not  now 
llkeljr  to  discover  how  Johnson  should  b«ve  continued  to  177S 
io  ardent  a  Jacobite.—  Caona. 

*  "  He  was  always.**  up  Mrs.  Plossl, "  Tehcraent  against 
King  William.  A  gentleman  who  dfaied  at  a  nobleman's 
table  in  his  company  and  that  of  Mr.  Thrale,  to  whom  I  was 
Obliged  for  the  anecdote,  was  willing  to  enter  the  lists  in 
defence  of  King  WUliam*s  character,  and,  having  opposed 
and  contradicted  Johnson  two  or  three  times  petolantly 
enough,  the  master  of  the  house  began  to  IM  uneasy,  and 
•spect  dlsagree^e  coosequeoces :  to  avoid  which  he  aafd, 
loud  enough  for  the  Doctor  to  hear.  **  Our  Meod  here  baa 
no  meaning  now  in  all  this,  except  Just  to  rrlate  at  dub  to- 
morrow how  be  teased  Johnson  at  dinner  to-dur^  this  is  all 
to  do  himself  htmomr,**  *'  No,  upoo  my  word,^  npUMi  the 
other,  "  I  see  no  komamr  in  it,  whatever  tou  may  do.*  •*  Well. 
Sir,'*  returned  Dr.  Johnson  sternly,  **  if  you  do  not  see  the 
homour,  I  am  sure  \fetl  the  dhgraee,**^  Aneedota,--  Cboeib. 

4  Oeorge  the  Second The  story  of  the  will  is  told  by 

fforaee  Walpole,  in  his  amusing  (but  often  i 
iUmiMUemeus  —**  At  the  Srst  council  held  by  the 
eoverelgn.  Dr.  Wake,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  produeed 
the  will  of  the  late  king,  and  dellveted  it  to  the  suooMeor, 
cKpeetlf  it  would  be  opened  end  read  in  eoundl.    On  the 


for  the  salvation  of  his  subjects  that  they  dionld 
be  Boman  Catholics.  He  had  the  ment  of  en- 
deavouring to  do  what  he  thou^t  was  for  the 
salvation  of  the  souls  of  his  subjects,  till  he  lost 
a  great  empire.  TTe,  who  thought  that  we 
^ould  110^  be  saved  if  we  were  Roman  Catho- 
lics, had  the  merit  of  maintaining  our  religion, 
at  the  expense  of  submitting  ourselTcs  to  the 
government  of  King  William,  (for  it  could  not 
be  done  otherwise) — to  the  govenuuent  of 
one  of  the  most  worthless  scoundrels  that  ever 
existed.'  No,  Charles  the  Second  was  not 
such  a  man  as  *  (naming  another 

king).  He  did  not  destroy  his  &ther*s  wHL 
He  took  money,  indeed,  from  France :  bat  he 
did  not  betray  those  over  whom  he  ruled  :  he 
did  not  let  the  French  fleet  pass  ours.  George 
the  First  knew  nothing,  and  desired  to  know 
nothing;  did  nothing,  and  desired  to  do  no- 
thing; and  the  onlv  ffood  thing  that  is  told  of 
him  is,  that  he  wisned  to  restore  the  crown  to 
its  hereditary  sucoessor.**  He  roared  with 
nrodigious  violence  against  €reorge  the  Second. 
When  he  ceased.  Moody  intenected,  in  an 
Irish  tone,  and  with  a  condc  look,  **  Ahl  poor 
Greorge  the  Second.** 

I  mentioned  that  Dr.  Thomas  Campbdl  had 
come  from  Ireland  to  London,  principaDT  to 
see  Dr.  Johnson.  He  seemed  ancrj  at  this 
observation.  Davibs.  **  Why,  youknow.  Sir, 
there  came  a  man  ftom.  Spam  to  see  Livr  ^ ; 
and  Corelli  came  to  England  to  see  Furodl  * 
and  when  he  heard  he  was  dead,  went  directly 
back  again  to  Italy.**  JoansoR.  ^  I  sbouhi 
not  have  wished  to  be  dead  to  diss^)p(»nt 
Csmnbell,  had  he  been  so  foolish  as  jou  rnre* 
sent  nim;  but  I  should  have  wished  to  £ve 
been  a  hundred  miles  off.**  This  was  appa- 
rently perverse;  and  I  do  believe  it  was  not 
his  real  way  of  thinking :  he  could  not  but  like 
a  man  who  came  so  far  to  see  him.  He  laughed 
with  some  complacency,  when  I  told  lihii 
Campbell's  odd  cocpresston  to  me  conoeniing 
him :  *^  That  having  seen  such  %  man,  w«s  a 
thinff  to  talk  of  a  century  hence," — as  if  fae 
could  live  so  long.* 


cootraiy.  hie  M^deety  put  it  into  bic  pocket  and  ^^ 

of  the  room,  wltboot  uttering  a  word  on  the  tul^cct.    As  tW 
king  never  oientloned  the  will  nere,  whiipera,  odIt  b 
greet,  informed  the  public  that  the  will  wee  borat.  ^ 
that  iu  iiUunctiona  were  never  fulflUed."  _  CneKam. 
>  Plin.  Bpitt.  Lib.  11.  Bp.  S.  —  BoewBx. 

*  Mr.  Daviee  wat  here  mistaken.    CoraOl 
Bngland.  —  Bubnit. 

1  Mri.  Thrale  givea,  in  her  lively  ityle.  a  aketck 
genUeman :  •*  We  liave  a  flashy  friend  here  [at  Balk 
who  is  much  your  adorer.    I  wonder  how  yoa  «{U  ' 
An  Irishman  he  is  \  very  handsome, 

and  lively,  and  sure  to  be  a  (kvourite , 

for  **  he  can  live  with  aman  of  ever  so  odd  a 


or  tk^ 

r. 


maaler  langlM.  but  likes  him,  and  it  diverts  me  to  thUk  wSm 
you  will  do  when  he  protases  thet  he  would  demi  ^Meu  tat 
you ;  that  he  would  shed  his  blood  for  yua  ;  mUh  tw  ■■  t 
more  extravagant  Sl^ts  \  and  you  say  /  flatter  1    Cms  m 
Aenowr,  Sir,  and  mdetd  aoie.  as  Dr.  Campboni nkraM  iTl 


you 

more  exteuvagant  flights  t  and  you  say  / 1 
Aenowr,  Sir,  and  mdetd  aoie.  as  Dr.  Campboni  pai 
am  buta  twitter  to  him."— ZcMrrs,  May  IS.  Ittd 
It  is  of  no  ixnpottanee^  but  I  omnot  rccoQcOe  Mra. 


f 


to  Jobneoo,  witk  Boewell's  stalemeat  that  tka» 
lagethar  at  her  own  and  at  Mr.  Dllly's  laMo  tka 
year.— CBoau,  1846. 
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We  got  into  an  ar]^ament  whether  the  judges 
vho  vent  to  Indui  might  with  proprietj  engage 
in  trade.    Johnson  warmly  mamtained  that 
they  might;  "For  why,"  be  urged^  ^* should 
Dot  judges  get  riches,  as  well  as  those  who 
deserve  them  less  ?  **    I  said,  thej  should  hare 
sufficient  salaries,  and  hare  nothing  to  take  off 
their  attention  from  the  afiairs  or  the  public. 
JoHsnoir.  "  Xo  judge.  Sir,  can  give  his  whole 
ttteotion  to  his  office;  and  it  is  Terj  proper 
that  he  should  employ  what  time  he  nas  to 
himielf  to  his  own  advantage,  in  the  most  pro- 
fitable nurnner.**    "Then,  Sir,**  said  Daries, 
who  eoiivened  the  dispute  by  making  it  some- 
what dramatic,  "  he  may  beicome  an  insurer ; 
nd  when  he  is  going  to  the  bench,  he  may  be 
itopped,  —  *Your  Lordship  cannot  go  yet; 
here  is  a  bunch  of  invoices ;  several  ships  are 
iboDt  to  sail.  *  **    JoHHSoN.   *'  Sir,  you  may  as 
vdl  saj  a  judge  should  not  have  a  house ;  for 
thej  may  come  and  tell  him, '  Your  Lordship's 
hcnue  is  on  fire ;  *  and  so,  instead  of  minding 
the  bosiiiess  of  his  court,  he  is  to  be  occupied 
in  p*tttng  the  engines  with  the  greatest  speed. 
There  is  no  end  of  this.    Every  judge  who  has 
Urtd  trades  to  a  certain  extent  in  com  or  in 
cattle,  snd  in  the  land  itself;  undoubtedlv  his 
reward  acts  for  him,  and  so  do  clerks  for  a 
pit  merchant.'     A  judge  may  be  a  farmer, 
w  be  is  not  to  feed  ms  own  pigs.    A  judge 
nij  play  a  little  at  cards  for  his  amusement ; 
hvthe  is  not  to  play  at  marbles,  or  chuck  far- 
thii^  in  the  Piazza.  No,  Sir,  there  is  no  pro- 
TOO  to  which  a  man  gives  a  very  great  pro- 
p(vti«fn  of  his  time.    U  is  wonderful,  when  a 
<i^<^ttlatum  is  made,  how  little  the  mind  is  ac- 
Mlj  employed  in  the  discharge  of  any  profes- 
a^  No  nan  would  be  a  judge,  upon  the 
'I'&dition  of  beinff  totally  a  judge.    The  best 
(■p^ed  lawyer  nas  his  mind  at  work  but  for 
^ouu  proportion  of  his  time ;  a  j^reat  deal  of 
■a  oecQpation  is  merely  mechamcal.    I  once 
^^  for  a  magazine :  I  made  a  calculation, 
Bit  if  I  should  write  but  a  page  a  dajr,  at  the 
^K  rate,  I  should,  in  ten  years,  write  nine 
^ioflies  in  folio,  of  an  ordinary  size  and  print.** 
Jjwttu    •^Such   as  'Carte*s   History?"* 
wio».  •*  Tea,  Sir ;  when  a  man  writes  from 
■  owTi  mind,  he  writes  very  rapidly.*    The 
^^><<*t  part  of  a  writer^s  time  is  spent  in 


.,  bow  be  cemuwd  a  Judge 
_  hec  in  the  eoantir,  awl  fviDcd  bit 

■*^**— Ceo«i«,l»4«. 
/*«'«ioe  efrulDlT  did,  vbo  had  a  nind  ilorad  wtlh 
^  '<4fi,  Md  tceadof  wttta  Imiiffenr ;  but  the  obterr  eiioQ 
',*>  W9lieilte  to  «r1t«r«  hi  general.  ~  Boewnx. 

<^^  tei  preMU/  been  toiae  mtetabe  ■■  to  ibe  terme  ef 


?*  <ivn«ed  ntraordlnarv  eootraet,  the  redtel  of  vhlcb 
_  "^MiBT  ■•■<■<  JebuMm  to  much  play  fbr  hli  iporthre 
Or  If  It  eras  worded  ai  be  soppoied.  It  l»  m 
t^libonldcencin<etew«ea)«fce.    Mr.Oaideoer, 
".'*'»•*.  WM  a  •ortby  and  liberal  man.  —  BoewiLi,. 
J>i*r  AiS,.«bere,  ae  Mr.  Hatcbett,  from  the  reeocde 

there  •ere  pretent  Mr.  Charin 
loldt,  Drt.  Jobnioa  aod  Percy, 

^.-. II,   Charaler,  Olblioo.  Langtoo. 

k  may  be  obeeiiad  how  very  rarely  Boawcll 
'^^  *>m  canv«nailoa  at  the  GtaA.     One  mot»T#  of  this 

of  the  mMBbers  were  nttl 


.  "»ft**.  — where.  1 
^^  'tab.  laiarmcd  roe 

l^-'  BmocM.  Botwi 


feading,  in  order  to  write ;  a  man  will  turn 
over  half  a  library,  to  make  one  book. 

I  argued  warmly  against  the  judges  trading, 
and  mentioned  Hale  as  an  instance  of  a  per- 
fect judge,  who  devoted  himself  entirely  to  his 
office.  JoHwsoM.  ^'Hale,  Sir,  attended  to 
other  things  besides  law ;  he  left  a  great  estate/* 
BoswKLL.  **That  was  because  what  he  got 
accumulated  without  any  exertion  and  anxiety 
on  his  part.*' 

While  the  dispute  went  on,  Moody  once 
tried  to  say  something  on  our  side.  Tom 
Davies  clapped  him  on  the  back,  to  encourage 
htm.  Beauderk,  to  whom  I  mentioned  this 
circumstance,  said,  **that  he  could  not  con- 
ceive a  more  humiliating  situation  than  to  be 
dapped  on  the  back  by  Tom  Davies.** 

We  spoke  of  Rolt,  to  whose  *  Dictionary  of 
Commerce*  Dr.  Johnson  wrote  the  preface. 
Johnson.  '*  Old  Gardener,  the  bookseller,  em- 
ployed Rolt  and  Smart  to  write  a  monthly 
miscellany,  called  *The  Universal  Visitor.* 
There  was  a  formal  written  contract,  which 
Allen  the  printer  saw.  Gardener  thought  as 
you  do  of  the  judge.  They  were  bound  to 
write  nothing  else ;  they  were  to  have,  I  think, 
a  third  of  the  profits  of  his  sixpenny  pam- 
phlet; and  the  contract  was  for  ninety-nine 
years.  I  wish  I  had  thought  of  giving  this  to 
Thurlow,  in  the  cause  about  literary  property. 
What  an  excellent  instance  would  it  have  been 
of  the  oppression  of  booksellers  towards  poor 
authors!  smiling.'  Davies,  zealous  for  the 
honour  of  the  iraie^  said  Gardener  was  not 
properly^  a  bookseUer.  Johnson.  **  Nay,  Sir ; 
ne  certamly  was  a  bookseUer.  He  had  served 
lus  time  regularly,  was  a  member  of  the  Sta- 
tioners* Company,  kept  a  shop  in  the  face  of 
mankind,  purchased  copyright,  and  was  a  bib- 
lu^xde^  Sir,  in  everr  sense.  I  wrote  for  some 
months  in  *  The  Universal  Visitor*  for  poor 
Smart,  while  he  was  mad,  not  then  Imowing 
the  terms  on  which  he  was  engaged  to  write, 
and  thinking  I  was  doing  him  good.  I  hoped 
his  wits  would  soon  return  to  him.  Mine  re- 
turned to  me,  and  I  wrote  in  *  Hie  Universal 
Visitor*  no  longer.** 

Friday,  7th  April,  I  dined  with  him  at  a 
tavern,  with  a  numerous  company.^  Johnson. 
*^I  have  been  reading  *ISriss*s  Travels  in 


IMof  when  he  piddlihed.  end  night  not  have  approred  f  och 
a  breiMb  of  toeial  coofldeooei  and  except  In  one  Inctaoce 
(paai,  April  S.  177S)  be  cooince  bit  report  to  what  Johnaon 
or  blmiirif  may  have  aald  t  be  it  alio  careAil  to  avoid  any 
thing  that  could  give  oiinice,  except,  I  think,  to  Mr.  Gibbon, 
whom  on  one  or  two  oocmIooi  he  leemt  to  treat  with  lots 
feierre  then  the  othen.  Whether  chore  wa*  any  reason  for 
thto  biyood  Boawell*!  dislike  of  Clbbon't  toeptldam.  I  know 
not.  But  In  fact  Bocweil  and  J<riioMm  met  very  rarely  at 
the  Club.  Boawell't  vislu  to  London  were  not  more  than 
biennial  and  for  short  periods,  and  even  then  be  was  not 
a  regular  attradant  at  the  Club,  nor  indeed  was  Johnson 
after  Boswell's  admission :  and  it  appears  by  the  recirds 
which  Mr.  Mllman  has  been  so  good  as  to  re-examine  at  my 
request,  that  Ih^  never  mrt  there  above  seven  or  eight  tira<>i 
In  Uieir  whole  lives.  The  Club  liad  the  honour  of  ^boson's 
name,  but,  after  the  Srst  few  years,  very  little  of  hU  com- 
peny.--  Caoaaa,  IMS. 
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Sp«in  \  which  are  jitit  oome  out.  Thej  are  aa 
good  as  the  firet  book  of  tniTels  that  jott  will 
take  up.  Ther  are  as  good  as  thoae  of  Kejs- 
ler  or  Blainyiue;  nay,  as  Addiao&*8,  if  Ton 
except  the  learning.  Thej  are  not  so  good  aa 
Bryaone^fl,  but  thej  are  better  than  Pococke*s. 
I  have  not,  indeed,  cut  the  leayes  jet ;  but  I 
hare  read  in  them  where  the  pages  are  open» 
and  I  do  not  suppote  that  what  is  in  the  pages 
which  are  closed  is  worse  than  what  is  in  the 
open  pages.  It  would  seenif **  he  added,  "  that 
Addison  had  not  acquired  much  Italian  learn- 
ing, for  we  do  not  mid  it  introduced  into  his 
wntings.  The  onlj  instance  that  I  recollect  is 
his  Quoting  '  Siavo  bemt;  per  Mtar  wugiw^  9to 

I  mentioned  Addison's  having  borrowed 
manj  of  his  classical  remaiics  from  Leandro 
AlbertL^  Mr.  Beauclerk  said,  "  It  was  allesed 
that  he  had  borrowed  also  from  another  Itanan 
author.**  Johhsoit.  ^'  Whj,  Sir,  all  who  co  to 
look  for  what  the  classics  have  said  of  Italj 
must  find  the  same  passages^;  and  I  should 
think  it  would  be  one  of  the  first  things  the 
Italians  would  do  <m  the  rcTival  of  learning, 
to  collect  all  that  the  Roman  authors  have  said 
of  their  countrj.** 

Ossian  being  mentioned ; — Jomisoif.  "Sup- 
posing the  Iriiih  and  Erse  languages  to  be  tne 
same,  which  I  do  not  believe  ^,  jet  as  there  is 
no  reason  to  suppose  that  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Hiffhlands  and  Hebrides  ever  wrote  their 
native  language,  it  is  not  to  be  credited  thai  a 
long  poem  wss  preserved  among  them.  If  we 
had  no  evidence  of  the  art  of  writing  being 
practised  in  one  of  the  counties  of  England, 
we  should  not  believe  that  a  long  poem  was 
preserved  Hhere^  though  in  the  neighbouring 
counties,  were  the  same  language  was  spoken, 
the  inhabitants  could  write.**  BnA.uciABX. 
"  The  ballad  of  *  LiUiburlero  *  was  once  in  the 
mouths  of  all  the  people  of  this  country,  and  is 
said  to  have  had  a  great  effect  in  bringing 
about  the  revolution.  Tet  I  Question  whether 
anj  bodj  can  repeat  it  now^;  whieh  shows 


1 


Ittiry,  U 


1  Richard  Tvtat.  Em.  aUo  poblUied  •  Treatise  of  Chew. 
tnd  ■  Tour  through  Ireland.  8fe  poc/,  pp.  4Sft,  457 Cbokki. 

•  AAteon.  bowvTOT,  dMt  not  wmUklom  wh«r»  tbU 
hrated  rplta^.  which  haa  eludmi  •  *«7  dUiarnt  laav 
found.  —  Maloni.     1  have  found  It  quocad  m  old  H«..... 
"  The  Italian  safint  maj  be  weU  applliHl  to  poor  England : 
—*  I  waa  well— >would  be  better  — took  pbtaic— and  died/" 
— Xefl.  Jam.  tO.  1647.  —  Caoaia. 

>  TMi  obaoreaHoQ  li.  m  Mr.  Marhlaatl  ohaervat  to  mei.  fa 
ba  found  In  Lord  Chetteraeld*a  l.«ct«rt  to  hi*  Son : ...  Bui  If 
credit  la  to  ba  given  toAddltoa  hlmaelf,  (and  who  can  daaftt 
hia  veradtj  ?>  thto  aappoaltton  laaal  be  irroaadleea.  Ha 
axpveHly  safi,  **  I  have  taken  care  to 
Iha  etvaral  aanagw  of  tha  mciewt 

ralelioa  la  taa  pucaa  or  cari«'eitlei  . .w.,  »..«,« 

1  aotarad  oa  mjr  eagram»  I  took  care  to  refVeeh  my  aatnary 
aBMOf  the  cla»rie  atichora^  and  ta  awke  mi«  h  aoUertton*  oat 
of  theai  aa  I  might  aftarwaida  haea  ocaaakia  for. 


M>  oonaider  aarticulvljr 
poeta.  which  hare  aar 
I  BMC  with  •  Ibr,  hefovw 


^ 


«'8ea  antf,  pi.  SIT..— C 
»  He  waa  to  enrar.tkaf 
p.m.  n.  t..-Cao«8a. 

•  or  thia  eeletiratad  aong.  Bornet  B^a,      ^ 

had  w  aHaht  a  thing  ao  great  an  «>fllnct/*  AcconHng  ta  Lot4 
MtMKh.  -  taere  wm  a  oMtlctilar  eapret^loa  hi  It  which 
the  king  rrmembered  he  had  madi>  nee  of  Id  tha  Earl  of 
Doraet,  froea  wheaea  It  waa  concluded   M»*^  be  waa  the 


how  improbable  it  is  that  much  poetry  ihodd 
bejpreserved  bj  tradition.** 

One  of  the  comfian^  suceested  an  intaml 
objection  to  the  antiouit j  ^the  poetry  laid  t» 
be  Ouiaa's,  that  we  oo  not  find  tke  wiif  in  it, 
which  must  have  been  the  esse  had  it  beeo  of 
that  age. 

The  mention  of  the  wolf  had  led  Jobiwon  to 
think  of  other  wild  beaats ;  and  while  Sir  JuMiji 
Reynolds  and  Mr.  Lan^n  were  canTing  on  i 
diaJogne  about  something  which  engaged  tbea 
eamtttljf  he,  in  the  nudst  of  it,  broke  oot. 
'* Pennant  tells  of  bears.**    What  be  KUedl 
have  forgotten.     Thej  went  on^  which  W, 
bein^  duU  of  hearing,  did  not  iNarcetTe,  or.  if 
he  did,  was  not  willing  to  break  off  bis  ttlk; 
so  he  continued  to  voci£nrsle  his  remirb.  lad  ■ 
5ear  Q''  like  a  word  in  a  catch,**  aa  BeanHok  ' 
said)  was  repeatedlj  heard  at  intcrfals ;  v^ 
comins  from  him  who,  bj  those  who  did  aot 
know  nim,  had  been  so  often  sanniUteii  t* 
that  ferocious  nnimnt^  while  we  who  wot  ut- 
ting  round  could  hanllj  stifle  langbter,  ^ko- 
duosd  a  verj  ludicrous  effect    Silence  hi^ui^ 
ensued,  he  proceeded :  »  We  are  told,  thit  tk 
black  bear  is  innocent;  but  I  should  not  Lke 
to  trust  mjself  with  him.**    Mr.  Gibbos  wX-  , 
tered  in  a  low  tone  of  voice,  **  I  ihoaU  vi 
like  to  trust  mjself  with  foa.**    Thia  piece  i  , 
sarcastic  pleasantrj  was  a  prudent  Tmam 
if  applied  to  a  competition  of  afailitiei.^ 

ratriotism  having  beoooke  one  of  our  tipicii 
Johnson  snddenlj  uttered,  in  a  strepc  dcto^ 
mined  tone,  an  apophthegm,  at  vhsa  ■»? 
will  start:— "*  Patriotisms  the  \m^if^^ 
a  scoundrel**  •    But  let  it  be  conskknd,  thai 
he  did  not  mean  a  real  ^m!  gencrooa  fete  d 
our  eountrj,  but  that  pretended  patnou^ 
which  so  manj,  in  all  ages  and  ooontriei  htf i 
made  a  cloak  for  self-interest.    I  naiataiticd 
that  certainly  all  patriots  were  sat  soonaiiiuft. 
Being  urged  (not  bj  Johnson)  to  nsne  f" 
exception,  I  mentioned  an  eminent  pcrw«'i 
whom  we  all  flreati  j  admired.  Jobbsor.  **  ^> 
I  do  not  saj  Uiat  heis  mai  honest;  hot  wt  Ui: 


■oncwtll  he  ftmad  la 
p.  S7S.,  where  it  fi  attrihotad  to  Lord 


'  Mr.  Green,  tha 
Lover  of  Lltaratma  **  (prfntad  at 
date  of  18th  Juoa,  I79S»  that  a  (Hand 
the  initial  K  (and  whom  I   balleea 
ohllgtef  Mend  Sta*  iaaaaa  Maehtntoah), 
reiaUea  May  of  Burka  ai^  ~ 
haeahaan  cat  oar  af  acaenar  of 
mtealng  H.**    I  fhnqr,  now  that 
Janiaa  waoM  be  Incihiad  ta  aBov  Ol 


1*  ha 


he  dwir-M 


aiRi&  thoMh  hIa 

pared  witlh  1^.  Bafka'i^  ^JC\ 


tntoeh),  taiklat  •<>  h  <"  -  -^ 
If  Barha^e  atad  wa"**  H 

I  ihHimii—  hi»«***Vn 

lov  Olhaon  a  terr  f^mA 
Mw,ft  CM  aeeir  la«<^ 
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m  to  oondnde  from  liis  politk»l  ecmdiiot 
tliat  he  if  honest.  Were  he  to  aooept  a  plaoe 
from  this  ministry,  he  woold  lose  that  character 
of  finnnesB  whicn  he  has,  and  mi^t  be  turned 
oat  of  his  place  in  a  jear.  This  ministry  ia 
neither  stable,  nor  gmtefiil  to  their  friends,  as 
Sir  Robert  Walpoie  was ;  so  that  he  maj  think 
'a  more  for  his  interest  to  take  his  chance  of  his 


party  cominff  m. 

Jus.  Pritoiard  beinff  mentioned,  he  said, 
^BLer  plajing  was  qmte  meohanicaL  It  is 
wonderAil  how  little  mind  she  had.  Sir,  she 
had  nerer  read  the  tragetly  of  Macbeth  all 
through.  She  no  more  tfaooght  of  the  play 
out  of  which  her  part  was  taken,  than  a  snoe- 
maker  thinks  of  the  skin  out  of  which  the 
pieee  of  leather  of  which  he  is  making^  a  pair  of 
shoes  is  cut.** 

On  Satnrdaj,  April  8^  I  dined  with  him  at 
Mr.  Thrale*s,  where  we  met  the  Irish  Dr.  Camp- 
belL  Johnson  had  supped  the  night  before  at 
Mtl  Abtngton*s  with  some  fhshionable  people 
whom  he  named ;  and  he  seemed  much  [ueased 
with  hanringmade  one  in  so  elegant  a  circle. 
Nor  did  he  omit  to  pique  his  muireu  a  little 
with  jealousy  of  her  housewifery ;  for  he  said, 
with  a  smile,  ^  Mrs.  Abington*8  j^y^  niy  dear 
lady,  was  better  than  yours.** 

Mn.  llirale,  who  frequently  practised  a 
coarse  mode  of  flattenr,  by  repeatmg  his  bom 
mote  in  his  hearing,  told  us  that  he  had  said,  a 
certain  <;elebrated  actor '  was  just  fit  to  stand 
at  the  door  of  an  auction-room  with  a  long 
pole»  asid  cry,  ^Fiay,  gentlemen,  walk  in; ' 
and  that  a  certain  antlmr,  upon  hearing  this, 
had  said,  that  another  still  more  celebrated 
actor'  waa  fit  for  nothing  better  than  that,  and 
would  pick  your  pocket  after  you  came  out. 
Joanaofv.  **  M  ay,  my  dear  lady,  there  is  no  wit 
la  what  oor  frioid  added;  there  is  only  abuse. 
Ton  msy  sa  well  say  of  any  man  that  he  will  pick 
a  pocket  Besides,  tibe  man  who  is  stationed 
at  the  door  does  not  nick  people's  pockets; 
that  is  done  within  by  tne  auctioneer.** 

Mrs.  Thrale  told  us  that  Tom  Davies  re- 


1  Pmlwblr  Sharidan.  —  CaoKii. 
>  OmtaMr  OMTick;  Um  mtikM 
m  n«MK  friflod  flf  llM  TliialM,  and  who 


•^"SlS; 


»  9mmtti,p.  US.-.C. 

*  Lee  iiMlMr«beallow0dtopaf«Ttrnnl« 

» to  lfa«  mmmwf  vi  thai  •sealfirat  pcnon,  ny  tnttamiqr 
ras  tiM  ifB  vahMbIa  to  nia»  bacavse  my  flnt 

with   hiM   wm  imaapecled  and  uosollcltcd. 

kar  tha  pabUcadoo  of  ay  **  Aeeount  of  Cotsiea.'*  ha 
dM  aa  Iha  haaaar  to  eatt  oa  aia,  and  apfMroaehin^  aia  %rith 
afrMk  DuaHaoai  air,  mtA,  ^  Uj  auae,  Sk,  U  Offlecbarpa, 
aad  I  wtah  to  ba  aeqoiialMl  with  yon."  1  waa  not  a  Itttla 
SMtarad  ta  ba  tbaa  aJJiawud  bv  aa  aniaaat  bmo,  of 
laad  load  tw  F^Bfa^  froai  mj  oailj yaara. 


■*  Or,  driven  by  Rroog  hanovolaooo  of  loul. 
Will  If  Uko  Oslothorpa  firooi  pole  to  pole.** 

_  jh  to  ba  Ibond  warthy  of  hia  t^d 
that  I  ant  aoly  vat  Invited  to  aaaka  ona 
ia  Ikw  inaaj  laipectabia  eoaapaaiaa  whom  ha  eatartaiaed  at 
hia  table,  bat  had  a  aoaer  at  hia  haepteabfe  board  every  dar 
1  happaaad  to  ba  difoagaged;  and  In  hia  saeletv  I 
rer  failed  to  enjoy  learaed  aad  aaletatod  Maveraailoa, 
aonad  with  feooiaa  iwiHinaati  of  rirttte  aad  ralifton.. 

Seeealtf.  p.  as  n.7.  — C. 

•  -  Ur.  Jnhaaan,"  aayftlb&  Ftoul,  **did  nat  Uke  any  one 
who  aaid  th^  weea  happy,  or  who  laid  any  one  eUa  waa 
•0.    *  U  waa  all  aaii^'  ha  woald  qy  »  *  tha  dog  knowa  ha  la 


peated,  in  a  very  bald  manner,  the  story  of 
jt>r.  Johnson's  first  repartee  to  me,  which  I 
have  related  exactly.'  He  made  me  say,  **  I 
tsos  horn  in  Soodand,"  instead  of  **  I  comehym 
Scotland;**  so  that  Johnson's  saying,  **That, 
Sir,  is  what  a  great  many  of  your  countrymen 
cannot  help,**  had  no  pomt,  or  eyen  meaning ; 
and  that  upon  this  being  mentioned  to  Mr. 
Fitiherbert,  he  observed.  **  It  is  not  every  man 
that  can  eeicrry  a  hem  moC* 

On  Ifonday,  April  10.,  I  dined  with  him  at 
General  Oglethorpe*s^  with  Mr.  Langton  and 
the  Irish  Dr.  Campbdl,  whom  the  Greneral  had 
obligingly  given  me  leave  to  bring  with  me. 
This  learned  gentleman  was  thus  gratified  wiUi 
a  very  high  intelleetnal  feast,  by  not  only  beinff 
in  company  with  Dr.  Johnson,  Imt  with  Genenu 
Oglethorpe,  wh6  had  been  so  long  a  celebrated 
name  both  at  home  and  abroad. 

I  must,  again  and  again,  entreat  of  my  readers 
not  to  suppose  that  my  imperfoct  reoora  of  con- 
versation contains  the  whole  of  what  was  said 
bjr  Johnson,  or  other  eminent  persons  who  lived 
with  him.  What  I  have  preserved,  however, 
has  the  value  of  the  most  pnrfect  authenticity. 

He  lUs  day  enlarged  upon  Poi>e*8  melan* 
choly  remark, 

**  Man  neyer  tty  but  always  to  he  blest." 

He  asserted,  that  the  nrssfii^  was  never  a  happy 
state  to  any  human  being ;  but  that,  as  every 
part  of  life,  of  which  we  are  oonseious,  was  at 
some  point  of  time  a  period  yet  to  come,  in 
which  feUcity  was  expected,  there  was  some 
happinem  prodnced  by  hope.  Beinff  pressed 
upon  this  subject,  and  asked  if  he  reuly  was  of 
opinion^  that  thong^  in  general,  happinem  was 
very  rare  in  human  lifie,  a  man  was  not  some- 
times happy  in  the  moment  that  was  present, 
he  answered,  **  Never,  but  when  he  is  drunk.*'  ^ 
He  urged  General  Oj|letborpe  to  give  the 
world  his  Life.  He  said,  ^I  know  no  man 
whose  Life  would  be  mote  interesting.  If  I 
were  furnished  with  materials,  I  should  be  very 
gkd  to  write  ik"  « 

mUerablaall  the  time.*  A  Mend  whom  he  loved  ezeeedinglv, 
told  him  on  Mnaa  oecaaloo,  notwlthnandlng,  that  his  wue^i 
sister  was  reallff  happy,  and  aUlcd  upon  the  fawly  to  eoofirm 
his  assertlos^  whkh  sbadid  aonaawhatroaadty  as  we  say,  and 
with  an  accent  and  manner  caMble  of  olfcudtng  Dr.  Johnson, 
if  her  position  had  not  beeo  suAciant,  without  any  thing  more, 
to  pot  him  In  a  vrry  in  honoar.  **  If  your  sltter>In-Iaw  is 
really  the  contented  being  she  professes  herself,  Sir,"  said 


he. 


arch  of  homanlty ;  for 


her  illh  gives  tha  llato  everv  n 
she  is  happy  wHhout  health,  witnoul  boaoty,  without  moner, 
and  wHheat  oaderstamUng.**  This  story  he  told  me  himselr ; 
and  when  I  espraseed  something  of  the  horror  1  ftlt,  '^  The 
saasa  stupidity,**  said  he,  **  which  prompted  her  to  extol 
fdidtp  she  never  felt,  hindered  her  iron  neiinff  what  shocks 
yoa  cm  repetiliosi.  1  tell  yoo,  tiie  woman  is  ngly,  aad  sickly, 
and  ffooMsh,  and  poor ;  and  weoM  h  not  make  a  man  hang 
htmseir  to  hear  such  a  creature  sav  h  waa  happy  ?'*— .ifnaa. 
dMn.— Johnson's  own  habitual  disturbance  m  mlDd,  ren. 
dered  him  tooadwlooa  ttal  any  one  rise  oouM  ba  eomposed 
and  happy ;  aad  to  it  maat  be  atlrihnted  sudi  laiMntahla 

saUiea  as  this Caona. 

*  The  General  seemed  unwHHng  to  enter  npoo  It  at  tiib 
tiaw ;  but  apew  a  sabee^ueat  oeeaslon  he  oammonleated  to 
me  a  nonaber  of  particulars,  whidi  I  have  oommitted  to 
writing :  but  I  was  not  suffldently  diligent  In  obtaining  more 
from  oral,  not  apprehending  that  nls  friends  were  so  soon  to 
loae  him  t  for,  notwithstanding  his  great  age,  he  was  very 
healthy  and  vigorous,  and  waa  at  laat  carried  off  by  a  violent 
lever,  whkh  la  often  fhtal  at  any  period  of  life \ 
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Mr.  Scott  of  A]nwell*8  Elegies  weivWing  in 
tbe  room.  Dr.  Johnson  obwnred,  "•  They  are 
very  well;  but  such  as  twenty  people  migbt 
write.**  Upon  this  I  took  occasion  to  con- 
trovert Horaoe*s  maxim. 


mcdioeribtts 


poetii 


Non  Di,  non  homines,  non  eoneeatlre  oolmnnB:"' 

for  here  (I  obserred)  was  a  rerj  middle-rate 
poet,  who  pleased  man j  readers,  and  therefore 
poetry  of  a  middle  sort  was  entitled  to  some 
esteem;  nor  could  I  see  why  poetry  should 
not,  like  everr  thing  else,  have  different  grada- 
tions of  excellence,  and  consequently  of  value. 
Johnson  repeated  the  common  remark,  that 
^  as  there  is  no  necessity  for  our  having  poetry 
at  all,  it  being  merely  a  luxury,  an  instrument 
of  pleasure,  it  can  have  no  vidue,  unless  when 
exquisite  in  its  kind.**  I  declared  myself  not 
satisfied.  •'  Why,  then.  Sir,**  said  he,  *'  Horace 
and  you  must  settle  it**  He  was  not  much  in 
the  humour  of  talking. 

Ko  more  of  his  conversation  for  some  days 
appears  in  my  ioumal,  except  that  when  a 
sentleman  told  him  he  had  bought  a  suit  of 
lace  for  his  lad^,  he  said,  ^*  Well,  sir,  yon  have 
done  a  good  thmg  and  a  wise  thinff.**  **  I  have 
done  a  good  thing,**  said  the  gentleman,  ^  but 
I  do  not  know  that  I  have  done  a  wise  thing.** 
JoHHsoH.  ^  Yes,  Sir ;  no  money  is  better  spent 
than  what  is  laid  out  for  domestic  satisfaction. 
A  man  is  pleased  that  his  wife  is  dressed  as  well 
as  other  people ;  and  a  wife  is  pleased  that  she 
is  dressed.** 

On  Friday,  April  14.,  bein^  Good  Friday,  I 
repaired  to  him  in  the  morning,  according  to 
mj  usual  custom  on  that  day,  and  breakfasted 
with  him.  I  observed  that  be  fasted  so  yery 
strictly,  that  he  did  not  even  taste  bread,  and 
took  no^  milk  with  hb  tea ;  I  suppose  because 
it  is  a  kind  of  animal  food. 

He  entered  upon  the  state  of  the  nation,  and 
thus  discoursed :  '*Sir,  the  great  misfortune 
now  is,  that  government  has  too  little  power. 
All  that  it  hM  to  bestow  must  of  necessity  be 

1  It  b  ctriDM  that  all  tte  cdltioiif  ahoald  nliprliit  tUi 
quoCacioo—  which  ihould  be, 
KoD  bomioM,  noo  Dl,  non 


**Bat  God,  and  nan,  and  1ttter«d  pMt  denict 
That  PooU  «Ter  ara  of  middling  tlsc.  *'~  JVandk. 

Hor.  Art.  Pott,  na  -*  CaoKia. 


s  From  thU  too  Jntt  olMenratlon  thorn  are  lomo  eminent 
exoeptloBi.  ~  BoewBLL.  The  admlMioo  that  there  are 
**  nnlneDt  exeepttoot "  destroTt  the  force  of  Johnaon'i  com- 

Irialnt.  In  a  coottltutlon  of  fovemmeot  and  todety  like  ourt, 
nfloence,  interest,  and  oonnectlone  muet  have  §ome  weight 
In  the  distribution  even  of  churrh  patroaafe.  Johnaon't 
aasertlon  was  that  tbejr  had  aU  the  weight,  to  the  miter 
effchufon  of  piety  and  learning.  This  was,  and  haf^lv  stlil 
i«,  nocorloaily  ui^ittt  and  untme,  for  aft  the  very  time  thlerath 
obeervatloQ  was  made,  the  bench  was  adorned  with  the  names 
of  Warburtoo.  Green,  Newton.  Lowth,  Moss,  Shipley,  Law, 
Hinchliffp,  two  Thomases,  and  Hurd,  with  others  equallv 
respectable  bat  not  quite  so  eminent,  all  plebeians,  and  aiu 
promoted  for  their  piety  and  learning.  The  truth  it,  that  In 
no  prufession  have  there  been  so  many  instances  of  the 
elevation  of  men  of  humble  origin,  but  of  personal  merit, 
as  In  (he  church.  -.  Caoaia. 

>  Johnson  alludes  to  Sir  Matthew  Hale  —  **  I  remember  a 
sayinf  of  King  Charles  II.  on  Sir  Matthew  Hale  (who  was 
tioubclcM  an  uncorrupt  and  an  upright  man).  th«t  his  ser- 
vanU  were  sure  to  be  cast  on  any  trial  which  was  heard 


given  to  support  itMlf ;  so  that  it  csimot  rewi 
merit.  No  man,  fiir  instance,  can  now  be  mdi 
a  bishop  for  his  learning  and  pietj*;  kk  viij 
chance  for  promotioa  is  his  Dong  ooBSsded  | 
with  somebodjr  who  has  parUamentsrv  iatooL  ; 
Our  several  ministers  in  this  rdgn  nam  out- 
bid each  other  in  oonoessioos  to  the  people.  , 
Lord  Bute,  though  a  very  honounble  mia,— 
a  man  who  meant  well, — a  man  who  hsd  hs  ! 
blood  full  of  prerogative, — wss  a  tbcoRticai  > 
statesman,  a  book-minister,  and  thottf^t  Hu  j 
country  could  be  governed  by  the  infliMBee  of 
the  crown  alone.    Ilien,  Sir,  be  gtre  up  i  ^ 
mat  deaL    He  advised  the  kmg  to  sgree  tbit  I 
the  judges  should  hold  their  places  for  life,  is-  | 
stead  of  losing  them  at  the  aocesuon  of  t  w«  1 
king.    Lord  Bute,  I  suppose,  thought  to  make 
the  king  popular  by  this  concession;  bsttbe  { 
people  never  minded  it ;  and  it  wis  a  iDoa  I 
impolitic  measure.    There  is  no  reasoo  vkj  i  i 
juQge  should  hold  his  office  for  life,  wan  thn  . 
any  other  person  in  public  tmst.  A  judge  nsv 
be  parUal  otherwise  than  to  die  croini ' ;  ve 
have  seen  judges  partial  to  the  popolsee.  A 
judge  may  become  corrupt,  and  ^et  there  mj  , 
not  be  legal  evidence  agamst  him.    A  ya^ 
may  become  froward  from  age.    A  judge  my 
grow  unfit  for  his  ofBce  in  many  ways.   Itm  . 
desirable  that  there  should  be  a  ponibilitt  of ' 
being  delivered  from  him  by  a  new  king,  tkit 
is  now  gone  by  an  act  of  parliament  ex|r^ 
of  the  crown.    Lord  Bute  advised  the  fas^  to  I 
give  up  a  very  lar^  sum  of  monej  \  ior  «bkb 
nobody  thanked  hun.    It  was  of  oooseqMWf 
to  the  king,  but  nothing  to  the  pablic,  smosf 
whom  it  was  divided.    When  I  say  Lord  Bait 
advised,  I  mean,  that  such  acts  were  ^t^ 
when  he  was  minister,  and  we  are  to  nW** 
that  he  advised  him.    Lord  Bute  shoved  sa 
undue  partiality  to  Scotchmen.    He  toned 
out  Dr.  Nichob ',  a  verv  enuDeni  nan,  6i» 
being  physician  to  the  king,  to  make  roooi  h« 
one  of  his  countmnen,  a  man  very  low  id  fci» 
profession.*    Hehad*»**»**»**'«4 
^  *  •  ^>  to  go  on  enanda  for  hias.    He  \tA 


before  him ;  not  that  ho  thoatht  tho  jwdfo 
be  bribed,  but  that  his  tetotrUy  mltl»t  be  loo 


i*.f  •• 


and  that  the  causes  of  the  crown 
when  the  privllefes  of  sul^ects 
Ded,  qfJmtntU.  ~-  P.  CnmniionAM 

4  The  money  arising  from  tho 
before  the  declaration  of 


alwi 


Maiesnr  by  the  peace  of  Paris,  nd 
700.0001.,  and  from  tho  lands  In 


to 


sHi« 


were  estimated  at  S0O.OQQf.  more.  Bwnrir,  theee  «••§'•«■ 
munifleence  In  this  cUt  from  a  ■ioiimiIi  to  M*  p«v«>i*  ^  " 
let  it  be  remembered,  that  dnrinf  tbo  Kart  of  Bwie  •  t^^  * 
tratlon,  the  king  was  ftnclottsly  nlnneed  to  f4ve  «^  tf  ^'^ 
ditary  revenues  of  the  crown,  ana  to  acceyt,  taetroi  .  I'w*^ 
of  the  limited  *um  of  800,00Q(.  a  Tonr  j  opon  ot^ti  ^  S.  i- 
stooe  olwerffs.  that  **  The  hereditary  Twveone*.  tv  *<  ' ' 
under  the  same  management  as  tbo  etikrr  br«»«^«^  ■  ^ 
public  patrimonj.  will  oroduce  moeoi.  and  be  brctrr  <  »•  ^'t" 
than  heretofore ;  and  the  public  la  a  gniorr  W  vr«  •* ' 
lOO.OOOr.  per  tummm,  bv  this  dirtatoswted  bMriy  >•  » 
M^esty."  —  (cm*,  book  I.  c.  vUL  p.  Sao. _  Boew %ix 

»  Frank   Nichols.  M.  D.      He   wm    of   Km<«v  K'-^r 
Died  1778.  srt.  M).      HmU Codua. 

•  Probablv  Dr.  Dunoaa,  appowtod  pknkciaa  to  t>*  k*c 
inUMX  — CauKia. 

r  Wedderbtirn.  afterwards  Chisf  tmmUt .  Lard  t'K.rk-  *- 
Baron  Loughboravgh,  and  Kari  eC  RoMaym.  —  C«a<*^ 

•  Home,  the  author  of  Dooglai*  -^ 


JET.6d 
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oceaskm  for  people  to  go  on  errands  for  him ; 
boi he  should  not  have  bad  Scotchmen;  and, 
ecruinlj,  he  should  not  have  suffered  them  to 
have  access  to  him  before  the  first  "people  in 

I  told  him,  that  the  admission  of  one  of  them 

before  the  first  people  in  England,  which  had 

^Veo  the  greatest  offence,  was  no  more  than 

whst  happens    at  eYerr  minister's  levee,  where 

those  who  attend  are  admitted  in  the  order  that 

tktj  hare  oome,  which  is  better  than  admitting 

then  aooording  to  their  rank :  for  if  that  were 

to  be  the  rule,  a  man  who  has  waited  all  the 

SMnung  might  have  the  mortification  to  see  a 

wtty  newlj  come,  ^o  in  before  him,  and  keep 

Aim  waiting  stilL    Johkson.  ^' True,  Sir;  but 

[Homel  diould  not  have  come  to  the  levee,  to 

I  be  m  the  waj  of  people  of  consequence.    He 

f  isv  Lord  Bute  at  all  times ;  and  could  have 

'  aid  what  he  bad  to  aay  at  any  time,  as  well  as 

'  tt  the  levee.  There  is  now  no  prime  minister : 

,  thae  k  onlj  an  agent  for  government  in  the 

Huose  of  Coimnons.    We  are  governed  bj  the 

■  cabinet;  but  there  is  no  one  head  there  since 

So* Robert  Walpole's  time.**  Boswxll.  ''What 

I  tben.  Sir,  is  the  nse  of  parliament  ?  **  Johhson. 

I  *"  Wbj,  Sir,  parliament  is  a  large  council  to  the 

bof ;  and  tne  advantage  of  such  a  council  is, 

htrntf  a  great  number  of  men  of  property  con- 

med  ia  the  l^islature,  who,  ror  their  own 

tttcrest,  will  not  consent  to  bad  laws.    And 

700  Bust  have  observed.  Sir,  the  administration 

tf  Mk  and  timid,  and  cannot  act  with  that 

uthority  and  resolution  which  is  necessary. 

^cre  I  m  power,  I  would  turn  out  every  man 

v&o  dared  to  oppose  me.  Government  has  the 

^HtnbatioQ  of  oflices,  that  it  may  be  enabled 

to  Bsifltain  its  authoritv.** 

*Lord  Bute,**  he  added,  ''took  down  too 
^  without  building  up  something  new.** 
hmwMiL,  "  Becmnse,  Sir,  he  found  a  rotten 
^Hag.  The  political  coach  was  drawn  by  a 
v^  of  bad  hones :  it  was  necessary  to  change 
i^"  JoHKtoir.  '*But  he  should  have 
'3"bzm1  than  one  by  one." 

I  told  him  I  had  been  informed  by  Mr.  Orme, 
tin  luov  parts  of  Uie  East  Indies  were  better 
K'fped  than  the  Highlands  of  Scotland.  John- 
^^'  *  That  a  ooantry  may  be  mapped,  it  must 
^  triTclled  over.**  **Nay,**  said  I,  meaning 
^  l«^^rh  with  him  at  one  of  his  prejudices, 
*  aa't  yon  sfty,  it  ia  not  worth  mapping  ?*' 

X»  we  walked  to  St.  Clement's  church,  and 
•»  vreral  shops  open  upon  this  most  solemn 
^'<iaj  of  the  Christian  world,  I  remarked, 
t^:t  ')f)e  disadvantage  arising  fmm  the  immen- 
f^'  ^  London  waa,  that  nolxxly  was  heeded  by 
^'  **^(?hbonr ;  there  was  no  fear  of  censure  for 
*"-  oboerving  Good  Friday,  as  it  ought  to  be 
^^  and  as  It  ia  kept  in  country  towns.  He 
^  -  it  was,  npon  toe  whole,  very  weU  ob- 


ibe  VMlrapollfl  baa  tocrcaaad  hi 
the  Twr  177a  I  —  CaoRts,  ISM. 
■loea  BBf  formar  noM  wm 
f —Cbokm,  1S4S. 


served  even  in  London.  He  however  owned 
that  London  was  too  large ' ;  but  added,  "  It  is 
nonsense  to  say  the  head  is  too  big  for  the  body. 
It  would  be  as  much  too  big,  though  the  body 
were  ever  so  large ;  that  is  to  say,  though  the 
country  was  ever  so  extensive.  It  has  no 
similarity  to  a  head  connected  with  a  body.** 

Dr.  Wetherell,  master  of  the  University 
CoUese,  Oxford,  accompanied  us  home  from 
church;  and  afler  he  was  gone,  there  came 
two  other  gentlemen,  one  of  whom  uttered  the 
common-putce  complaints,  that  by  the  increase 
of  taxes,  labour  would  be  dear,  other  nations 
would  undersell  us,  and  our  commerce  would 
be  ruined.  Josrson  (smiling).  "  Never  fear. 
Sir ;  our  commerce  is  in  a  very  good  state ;  and 
suppose  we  had  no  commerce  at  all,  we  could 
live  very  well  on  the  produce  of  our  own  coun- 
try.** I  cannot  omit  to  mention,  that  I  never 
knew  any  man  who  was  le«  disposed  to  be 
querulous  than  Johnson.  Whether  the  subject 
was  his  own  situation,  or  the  state  of  the  public, 
or  the  state  of  human  nature  in  general,  uiough 
he  saw  the  evils,  his  mind  was  turned  to  reso- 
lution, and  never  to  whining  or  complaint 

We  went  again  to  St  Clement's  in  the  after- 
noon. He  had  found  fault  with  the  preacher 
in  the  morning  for  not  choosing  a  text  adapted 
to  the  day.  The  preacher  in  the  afternoon  had 
chosen  one  extremely  pro^ :  "  It  is  finished.** 

After  the  evening  service,  he  said,  "  Come, 
vou  shall  go  home  with  me,  and  sit  just  an 
hour.**  But  he  was  better  than  his  word ;  for 
after  we  had  drunk  tea  with  Mrs.  Williams,  he 
asked  me  to  so  up  to  his  study  with  him, 
where  we  sat  a  long  while  together  in  a  serene 
undisturbed  frame  of  mind,  sometimes  in 
silence,  and  sometimes  conversing,  as  we  felt 
ourselves  inclined,  or  more  properly  speaking, 
as  Ae  was  inclined;  for  during  all  the  course 
of  my  long  intimacy  with  him,  my  respectful 
attention  never  abated,  and  my  wish  to  hear 
him  was  such,  that  I  constanUy  watched  every 
dawning  of  communication  from  that  great 
and  illuminated  mind. 

He  observed,  "All  knowledge  is  of  itself  of 
some  value.  There  is  nothing  so  minute  or  in- 
considerable, that  I  would  not  rather  know  it 
than  not  In  the  same  manner,  all  power,  of 
whatever  sort,  is  of  itself  desirable.  A  man 
would  not  submit  to  learn  to  hem  a  ruffle  of 
his  wife,  or  his  wife*s  maid :  but  if  a  mere  wish 
could  attain  it,  he  would  rather  wish  to  be  able 
to  hem  a  ruffle.**  * 

He  again  advised  me  to  keep  a  journal  fully 
and  minutely,  but  not  to  mention  such  trifles 
as  that  meat  was  too  much  or  too  littie  done, 
or  that  the  weather  was  fair  or  rainy.  He  had 
till  very  near  his  death  a  contempt  for  the 
notion  that  the  weather  affects  tne  human 
frame. 


•  JohnwB  Mid  that  Im  had 
knittinf  fron  DasBpatar't  alatart 
Ctoaim. 

O  O 
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I  told  him  tbat  our  friend  Goldsmith  h«d 
said  to  me  tha^  he  had  come  too  late  into  the 
worldf  for  that  Pope  and  other  poeta  had  taken 
up  the  places  in  tbe  Temple  of  Fame ;  so  that 
as  but  a  few  at  any  period  can  possess  poetical 
reputation,  a  man  of  genius  can  now  hardly 
acquire  it.  Johmsoh.  ^^That  is  one  of  the 
most  sensible  thin^  I  have  ever  heard  of 
Goldsmitix.^  It  is  difficult  to  get  literary  fame, 
and  it  is  every  day  growing  more  difficuJti  Ah, 
Sir,  that  should  make  a  man  think  of  securing 
happiness  in  anoUier  world,  which  all  who  try 
sincerely  for  it  may  attain.  In  comparison  of 
that,  how  little  are  all  other  things  I  The 
belief  of  immortality  is  impressed  upon  all 
men,  and  all  men  act  under  an  impression  of 
it,  however  they  may  talk,  and  though,  per- 
haps, they  may  be  scarcely  sensible  of  it. '  I 
said,  it  appeared  to  me  that  some  people  had 
not  the  least  notion  of  immortality ;  and  I 
mentioned  a  distinguished  gentleman  of  our 
acquaintance.  Johnsok.  ^  Sir,  if  it  were  not 
for  the  notion  of  immortality,  he  would  cut  a 
throat  to  fill  his  pockets.**  When  I  quoted  this 
to  Beauclerk,  wno  knew  much  more  of  the 
gentlenvm  than  we  did,  he  said,  in  his  acid 
manner,  "He  would  out  a  throat  to  fill  his 
pockets,  if  it  were  not  for  fear  of  being 
hanged.*** 

Dr.  Johnson  proceeded:  **Sir,  there  is  a 
great  cry  about  infidelity:  but  there  are^  in 
reality,  very  few  infidels.  I  have  heard  a  per- 
son, origimdly  a  Quaker,  but  now,  I  am  afraid, 
a  Debt,  say,  that  he  did  not  believe  there  were, 
in  all  England,  above  two  hundred  infidels.** 

He  was  pleased  to  say,  **  If  you  come  to  settle 
here,  we  will  have  one  day  in  Uie  week  on  which 
we  will  meet  by  ourselves.  Th«t  is  the  happiest 
conversation  where  there  is  no  competition,  no 
vanity,  but  tk  calm  quiet  interchange  of  seati- 
menis.**  In  his  private  register  this  e?ening  is 
thus  marked :  -^ 

**  Boswell  nt  with  me  till  night ;  we  had  some 
serious  talk." ' 

It  also  appears  from  the  same  record,  that 
after  I  left  him  he  was  occupied  in  religious 
duties,  in 

"giving  Francis*  his  senraoftt  some  directions  for 
prtfparation  to  communicate ;  in  reviewiDg  his  life, 
and  resolving  on  better  conduct.** 


1  OoldanHh.  «h«  resd  s  freat  daal  of  Ugbi  Frmcb  Ittsm- 
ture,  probablj  borrowed  tbii  from  l«  Brujr^ra.  **  Let 
•nciens  one  tout  dlt;  on  Ylent  aujourd'hui  troptard  pour  dire 
let  ehoMt  Bou?Hl«e.'*~.  Vigmefd-MmrwiUimma,  i.  SW.  But 
Johnaon't  as»ertion  may  surely  be  questioned.  Literary  fame 
(whether  always  deserved  or  not)  was,  I  believe,  never  more 
cheaplr  eareed  than  In  the  last  half  of  the  18th  oeotury  ;  and 
wbeb  Johnion  complained  that  it  Is  difficult  to  jet,  he  should 
rather  have  recollected  that  if  it  were  not  dtfflcult  it  would 
not  have  been  jlSi«tr.  And  after  aU.  did  not  OiMsmith  biro- 
self  fain  a  great  reputatioo  at  an  eaqr  rate  ?—  C.  1S3U  Let 
roe  add,  that  since  tnls  complaint  Uiat  the  fountains  of  novelty 
and  fame  had  run  dry,  we  have  had,  tn  the  poetical  line  alooo, 
Cowper  and  Crabbe,  Scott  and  Byron,  eacn  creating  a  great 
name  by  a  style  enUrely  original.  ~  CaoRSS,  1848. 

*  AU  this  seems  so  extravagantly  abuslvt,  that  I  shall  be 
foraiven  for  not  vcaturing  a  surinisa  as  to  Uie  name  of  tbe 
**  dUtlngulshed  gentleman,**  so  ill,  and  It  is  to  be  hoped  so 
nniustly,  treated  ^  his  (Henda  —  CaoKSi. 


"Easter  Eve,  April  15.  1775.  — I 
early  tlian  is  common,  alter  a  night  distmrbed  by 
flatulencies,  though  1  had  takco  so  little  I  pmyed» 
but  my  mind  was  unsettled,  and  I  did  not  fii  upOQ 
the  book.  Afler  the  bread  and  tea,  I  trifled,  and 
about  three  ordered  cofl*ee  and  buns  for  my  dioiwr. 
I  find  more  (kintness  aiid  uneanneas  in  fiuting  thaa 
I  did  formerly.  — While  oofftc  ves  prvparia^ 
Collier  eame  in,  a  man  whom  I  had  not  seen  for 
more  than  twenty  yean,  but  whom  1  eoosMlted 
about  Macky'b  books.  We  talked  of  old 
and  past  oecurreneea,  and  eat  and  drank 
I  then  read  a  little  in  the  Testament, 
Fiddes*s  Body  of  Divinity,  but  did  boT  aertlcu  I 
then  went  to  evening  prayer,  and 
composed.**^ 


Tbe  humility  and  piety  which  he 
on  BUf'h  occasioiu  is  truly  edifying^.  No 
however,  in  the  course  of  hia  religiooa  wi 
was  more  sensible  of  tbe  imbappT  ikiliire  of 
pious  resolves  than  Johnson^  Ht  laki  oik 
day,  talking  to  an  ac(|uainta]ioe  on  the  aulMect, 
^*  Sir,  hell  is  paved  with  good  inlcwtiooa.*'  * 

On  Sunday,  16th  Apnl,  being  Easter^daj, 
after  haviiu;  attended  the  tolemn  acifiue  at 
St.  Paura,  I  dined  with  Dr.  Johnson  and  lim 
Williams.  I  maintained  that  Horaoa 
wrong  in  nlacing  happiness  in  HU 
for  that  I  tbottffht  adiniration  one  of  the 
agreeable  of  all  our  feelincs ;  and  I  regretted 
that  I  had  loat  much  or  my  diapoaiuop  to 
admire,  which  people  generally  do  as  they 
advance  in  life.  Johjisoh.  ^Sir«  aa  %  wmn, 
advances  in  life,  he  gets  what  is  better  thasi 
admiration^ — jtu^ymeni^  to  estimate  things  ai 
theur  true  value."  I  still  inrated  that  idaain-^ 
tion  was  more  pleasing  than  judgment,  u 
love  is  more  pleasing  uian  friendship.  The 
feeling  of  friendship  is  like  that  of  being  com- 
fortaMy  filled  with  roast  beef;  love»  1^  beii^ 
enlivened  with  champagne.  JomsoH.  **  No^ 
Sir;  admiration  and  love  are  like  being  in* 
toxicated  with  champagne ;  lodgnBont  and 
friendship  like  being  emiveMa.  Waller  hM 
bit  upon  the  same  thou^t  with  Toa  * :  but  I 
don]t  believe  you  have  borrowed  mm  Wailv. 
I  wish  you  would  enable  yoorself  to  bormv 
more.** 

He  then  took  occasion  to  enlaffgo  on  tiie  ad> 
vantases  of  reading,  and  combated  &e  idle 
superacial  notion,  that  knowledge  enon^  say 


>  Pnwtrt  and  MMttetlons,  p.  I«.^ 

<  lUo.  p.  189.  —  Bqswbia. 

•  Thli  Is  a  prov«>rl}UI  sentenee.    *'  ReU." 
"  U  ftill  of  good  nMnings  iind  vlahinM.**^ 
turn,  p.  11.  edit.  IGSL  —  Malohb.     JoIuwi 


I 


-    I 


I 


become  lo  proverbial  that  It  may  seen  rather  laSe  to  aA 


It  meant —vhf  *'p0Mrff  '  perhaps  acaukiivtheffe^^ 
faeUit  daetmtu  Anemia — Caeaia.  ISHL 


**  Anoret's  as  tweet  and  too4 
At  the  noet  delidout  food ; 
Which  but  tMtrd  doee  Impart 
Life  and  gUdaeu  to  tbe  heart. 


*■  8acharltta*a  beauty's  vine. 
Which  to  mail 
Soeb  a  liquor  at  no  bvaie 
ThatisBMMtal 
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be  icqotrad  in  oooTenation.  *  The  foandation,** 
iudbe,'*miiit  be  laid  bj  reading.  General 
prmeiplet  amt  be  bad  from  bcwks,  wlucb, 
Mverer,  mnat  be  brought  to  the  test  of  real 
life.  In  oonvenatkni  jfoa  never  get  a  system. 
Wbtt  b  nid  upon  a  subject  is  to  be  gathered 
from  i  knndrea  people.  The  parts  of  a  truth, 
whk^  a  man  geta  tnua,  axe  at  sadi  a  distance 
from  each  other  that  he  nerer  attains  to  a  full 


JOHNSON  TO  LANGTON.  » 

-April  17. 1779. 
"Dkas  &B,  —  I  faavs  inqiured  mora  minulclj 
aboat  the  medicine  for  the  rheumatism,  which  I 
in  tanj  to  bear  that  yon  i^  want.     Tlie  receipt 

**  Take  equal  quaotitiet  of  flour  of  sulphur  and 
lour  of  muatard-eeed,  make  them  an  electuary  with 
heutf  or  ereecle ;  and  tidce  a  bolus  as  biff  as  a  nut- 
Beg  leveral  times  a  day,  as  you  can  bear  it ;  drink- 
'at%  after  it  a  quarter  of  a  pint  of  the  infusion  of  the 

**  I^TSge,  in  Ray^  *  Nomenclature,'  is  levistieum : 
pcbtpt  the  botanists  may  know  the  Latin  name. 
Oftha  mediciae  I  pretend  not  to  judge.  There  is 
•U  tbe  ■ppcaraace  of  iu  efficacy,  which  a  single  in- 
aasM  ean  afford :  the  patient  was  ^ry  old,  the 
pnmynolent»  and  tba  relici;  I  think,  speedy 
MdUttng. 

**  My  opisioo  of  alterative  naedidne  Is  not  high, 
^pddttmtatmu^etkiit  if  it  docs  harm,  or  does 
*^^ood,  it  may  be  omitted;  but  that  it  may  do 
few,  yen  have,  I  hope,  reason  to  think  is  desired 
^7i  Sit,  ^onr  aaost  affectionate,  humble  servant, 

**  SLuc  JoHMsoa." 
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Camhridge't,  —  FemaU  Portrait 

'cod'kmmomred  Fdhwt,**  —  fMioe 

t  ••i^icM.'*  —  FiatUr^.   —  Historp,-^ 

Hmb4t9.  —  ••  TU   Btggar^i    Optra, "  — 

Ar&tslfjr  Sktridatu  —  Midtm  Fotitiet. — 

de  Co9€ritf,  ^fhkto  BetOam,  —  Am- 

—  Grtt^*t  LdUrt,  —  Akk^w^, 

'«  Ijamffh^  —  lMter$  to  Langtom^  Mr». 

Ire.  —  BmmNt  kUo  tkt  MLddk  CamUin. 


-Tiw 


1^  Toesdsy,  '^Pf^  l^i  ^  *^^  I  vc>^  engaged 
•^)  aich  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  to  dine  with 
*r  CftnknffiMk.  St  kia  beautiltil  villa  on  the 


«if  the  ThniBca,  near  Twickenham.  Dr. 
^v  ova's  tardiness  was  such,  that  Sir  Joshua, 
v'. « hid  aa  appointment  at  Richmond  early  in 
[^  '^T,  was  obliged  to  go  by  himself  on  horse- 
u«,  leartag  his  ooach  to  Johnson  and  me. 


piufceWy  Mffanted  to  then  by  Wm 
I  thut  aft ;  and  we  ibal  ice  tbst one 
9^  Johniba'S  lUo  vea  to  ait  for  bit 


Johnson  was  in  such  good  spirits,  that  every 
thing  seemed  to  please  nim  aa  we  drove  along. 

Our  conyersation  turned  on  a  variety  of 
•abjecta.  He  thon^t  portnut*punting  an 
improper  employment  for  a  woman.'  ^  Fublie 
practice  of  any  art,**  he  observed,  **  and  staring 
m  men*s  faces,  is  very  indelicate  in  a  female. 
I  happened  to  start  a  question,  whether  when 
a  man  knows  that  some  of  his  intimate  friends 
are  invited  to  the  honse  of  another  friend, 
with  whom  they  are  all  equally  intimate,  he 
may  join  them  without  an  mvitation.  Johh* 
aoH.  **  No,  Sir ;  he  is  not  to  go  when  he  is 
not  invited.  They  may  be  invited  on  purpose 
to  abuse  him,**  smiling. 

Aa  a  curious  instance  how  little  a  man 
knows,  or  wishes  to  know,  his  own  character 
in  the  world,  or  rather  as  a  convincing  proof 
that  Johnson's  roughness  was  onlj  external, 
and  did  not  proce^  firom  his  heart,  I  insert 
the  following  dialogue.  Jobubon.  ^It  is 
wonderful.  Sir,  how  rare  a  quality  good  humour 
ia  in  Hfe.  We  meet  with  very  few  good- 
humoured  men.**  I  mentioned  four  of  oitf 
fKends,  none  of  whom  he  would  allow  to  be 
good-humoured.  One  was  acid\  another  was 
mmidy^  and  to  others  he  had  objections  which 
have  escaped  me.  Then  shaking  his  head  and 
stretching  himself  at  ease  in  uie  coach,  and 
smiling  with  much  complacency,  he  tnmed  to 
me  and  said,  **  I  look  upon  mgie\f  aa  a  good- 
humoured  fellow.**  The  epithet y!?£bw,  applied 
to  the  great  lexiccjgp^pher,  the  stately  moralist, 
the  masterly  critic,  aa  if  it  had  neen  iSom 
Johnson,  a  mere  pleasant  companion,  was 
hiffhly  diverting ;  and  this  light  notion  of  him- 
self struck  me  with  wonder.  I  answered,  also 
smiling,  ^  No,  no,  Sir ;  that  will  not  do.  Yon 
are  good-natured,  but  not  good-humoured; 
yon  are  irascible.  Tou  have  not  patience  with 
fblly  and  absurdity.  I  believe  you  would 
pardon  them,  if  there  were  thne  to  d«>recate 
your  vengeance ;  but  punishment  follows  so 
quick  after  sentence,  that  ^ey  cannot  escape.** 

I  had  brought  with  me  a  great  bundle  of 
Scotch  magazines  and  newspapers,  in  which 
his  ** Journey  to  the  Western  Islands**  was 
attacked  in  every  mode ;  and  I  read  a  great 
part  of  them  to  him,  knowin|^  they  would 
afford  him  entertainment.  I  wish  the  writers 
of  them  had  been  present;  they  would  have* 
been  suffidently  vexed.  One  ludicrous  imi- 
tation of  his  style,  by  Mr.  Madanrin,  now  one 
of  the  Scotch  judges,  with  the  title  of  Lord 
Dreghom,  was  distinguished  by  him  from  the 


rude  mass.  **This,  said  he,  **is  the  best. 
But  I  could  caricature  my  own  style  much 
better  myself.**^  He  defended  his  remark 
upon  the  general  insufficiency  of  education  in 
Slcotland ;  and  confirmed  to  me  the  authenti- 
city of  hia  witty  saying  on  the  learning  of  the 


'  The  add  waa  B«auclork. 
gentia  f  .angton.—  CaoKaa. 

>  WItnna,  mM,  p.  417.,  tba 
.-Cbokbb. 
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Scotch  —  **  Their  leamiiig  is  like  bread  in  a 
beneged  toim ;  ererr  man  gets  a  little,  but  no 
man  sets  a  full  meai.** '  *vrhere  is,"  sud  he, 
**  in  Scotland,  a  diffnsion  of  learning,  a  certain 
portion  of  it  widelj  and  thinlj  spread.  A 
merchant  has  as  much  learning  as  one  of  their 

Stalked  of  •*  Isaac  Walton*s  Liyes,**  which 
was  one  of  his  most  fayonrite  books.  Dr. 
Donne*8  life,  he  said,  was  the  most  perfect  of 
them.  He  obsenred,  that  ^  it  was  wonderful 
that  Walton,  who  was  in  a  yerj  low  situation 
of  life,  should  have  been  familiarlj  received 
bj  so  manj  great  men,  and  that  at  a  time 
when  the  raiDcs  of  society  were  kept  more 
separate  than  ther  are  now.*'  He  supposed 
that  Walton  had  then  given  up  his  business  as 
a  linendraper  and  sempster,  and  was  onlj  an 
author*;  and  added,  ^that  he  was  a  great 
panegyrist.**  Boswxix.  **  No  ciualitjr  will 
get  a  man  more  friends  than  a  disposition  to 
admire  the  qualities  of  others.  I  do  not  mean 
flattery,  but  a  sincere  admiration.**  Johnsoh. 
••  Nay,  Sir,  flattery  pleases  very  generally.  In 
the  first  place,  the  flatterer  may  tnink  what  he 
says  to  be  true;  but,  in  the  second  place, 
whether  he  thicks  so  or  not,  he  certainly  thinks 
those  whom  he  flatters  of  consequence  enough 
to  be  flattered.** 

No  sooner  had  we  made  our  bow  to  Mr. 
Cambridge,  in  his  library,  than  Johnson  ran 
eagerly  to  one  side  of  the  room,  intent  on 
poring  over  the  backs  of  the  books.'  Sir 
Joshua  observed  (aside),  '^He  runs  to  die 
books  as  I  do  to  the  pictures ;  but  I  have  the 
advantage.  I  can  see  much  more  of  the  pic- 
tures than  he  can  of  the  books.**  Mr.  Cam- 
bridge, upon  this,  politely  said,  '*  Dr.  Johnson, 
I  am  gomg,  with  your  pardon,  to  accuse 
myself,  for  1  have  the  same  custom  which  I 
perceive  you  have.  But  it  seems  o<ld  that  one 
should  have  such  a  desire  to  look  at  the  backs 
of  books.**  Johnson,  ever  ready  for  contest, 
instantly  started  from  his  reverie,  wheeled 
about  and  answered,  *'  Sir,  the  reason  is  very 
pUun.  Knowledge  is  of  two  kinds.  We  know  j 
a  subiect  ourselves,  or  we  know  where  we  can  I 
find  mformation  upon  it.    When  we  inquire 


I  Mri.  Plotil  tellt  thii  ttorjr.  probablr  more  traljr  and 
mora  forcibly,  thoagb  with  rather  Iota  oelieacjr  of  oxprM- 
■ion  ~**  Every  man  geti  a  monlVW,  but  no  man  a  belliijkl" 
Johnson  added,  that  some  offlcloui  fHend  bad  repeat«^lt  to 
Lord  Bate  while  the  question  of  his  pension  was  efloat,  and 
that  Lord  Bute  onW  replied,  "  He  will  have  the  pension  never- 
theless.**— ^iKTrfoltft.  I  suspect  that  Home  was  the  **  offl. 
doas  IHend.**  and  that  hence  maj  have  arisen  Johnson's 
evident  dislike  of  the  author  of  DoiigUu.  ~-  CaoKia. 

*  Johnson's  corOecture  was  erroneous.  Waltnn  did  not 
retire  (Wm  boslness  till  164S.  But  In  1664.  Dr.  King.  Bishop 
of  Chichester.  In  a  letter  prefixed  to  hit  *  Lives,**  mentions 
his  havina  been  Ihmillsrfy  acquainted  with  him  for  fonj 
years  \  and  in  1681  he  was  so  intimate  with  Dr.  Donne,  that 
Be  was  one  of  the  friends  who  attended  him  on  his  death- 
bed. ~  J.  Boswau..  Jun.  And.  as  Mr.  MarkUnd  obs^ves 
to  ne,  Walton's  condition  In  life  was  not  ervy  low  ;  he  was 
in  a  resp«^able  line  of  business,  and  was  well  descended, 
■ad  well  allied :  his  mother  was  nli>ce  to  Archbishov  Cr^n* 
mer,  and  his  wife  was  thp  sister  of  Bishop  Ren.  But  it  seems 
lo  me  that  Johnson  conlbunds  distinettim  with  tfp&ratiom 
of  ranks.  Literature  has  always  been  a  psss|iort  Into 
hfglMr  totkHf.  WaitoQ  was  received,  as  Jobnioo  blinself  was 


=  I 


into  any  subject,  the  first  thing  we  We  to  do 
is  to  know  what  books  have  trested  of  it. 
This  leads  as  to  look  at  catalogues,  and  the 
backs  of  books  in  libraries."  Sir  Jo^ui  ob- 
served to  me  the  extraordinary  promptitude 
with  which  Johnson  flew  upon  sn  aipment 
*^  Yes,"  said  I,  **  he  has  no  formsl  preparation, 
no  flomrishing  with  his  sword ;  he  is  tkroogii 
yoor  body  in  an  instant.**  ^ 

Johnson  was  here  solaced  with  an  elegiot 
entertainment,  a  very  accomplished  iamilj, 
and  much  good  company ;  among  whom  was 
Mr.  Harris  of  Salisbniy,  who  paid  him  maoj 
compliments  on  his  **  Jonniey  to  the  Weatera 
Islands.** 

The  common  remaric  as  to  the  utilitj  of 
reading  history  being  made; — Johk80!i.  '^Wc 
must  consider  how  very  little  history  there  b; 
I  mean  real  authentic  history.  That  earm 
kings  reigned,  and  certain  battles  were  fought, 
we  can  depend  upon  as  true ;  but  all  \k 
colouring,  all  the  philosophy  of  historj  is  cod* 
jecture.  Boswsix.  ^  rhen.  Sir,  you  voold 
reduce  all  history  to  no  better  than  an  ahnaw, 
a  mere  chronological  series  of  remarbbic 
events.**^  Mr.  Gibbon,  who  must  at  that  time 
have  been  employed  upon  his  history,  of  vbidi 
he  published  Uie  first  volume  in  the  followiof 
year,  was  present ;  but  did  not  step  fortb  ib 
defence  of  that  species  of  writing.  He  pro* 
bablv  did  not  like  to  trust  himself  with  John- 
son.* 

Johnson  observed,  that  the  force  of  our 
early  habits  was  so  great,  that  though  reason 
approved,  nay,  though  our  senses  relished  t 
different  course,  almost  every  man  returned  to 
them.  I  do  not  believe  there  is  any  ohsem- 
tion  upon  human  nature  better  founded  than 
this;  and  in  many  cases,  it  is  a  very  painful 
truth ;  for  where  early  habits  have  been  mean 
and  wretched,  the  jov  and  elevation  resulting 
from  better  modes  of  life  must  be  dsmped  br 
the  gloomy  consciousness  of  bdng  under  as 
almost  inevitable  doom  to  sink  bsck  into  • 
situation  which  we  recollect  with  disgust  U 
surely  may  be  prevented,  by  constant  attention 
and  unremitting  exertion  to  establish  contrvj 
habits  of  superior  efficacy. 


a  century  later,  not  on  a  footing  of  personal  or  poUtici' 
equality,  but  ofaodal  and  literair  lotcrcoorae.  —  Ctotn. 

s  The  flrtt  tine  be  dined  vitb  me,  ha  was  abom  tnuB? 
book  room,  and  Instantly  pored  over  the  letteting  of  eri 
▼olume  within  bis  reach.  My  oollectioa  of  book*  t*  **n 
mlsccllaneiias,  and  1  feared  there  might  bo  eooo  amoai  tWa 
thrft  he  would  not  like.  But  eeelng  the  a«imb«r  of  *elaw* 
▼ery  coostderable.  ho  said,  **  Yon  are  an  bo«mt  mo  » 
have  formed  so  great  an  acenoralation  of  knowMfe-"— 

BrRNKT. 

*  Mrs.  PiotsI  describe  Johnson^  pfotopOiMttf  of  thMcM 
and  expression  on  such  oeeasUms  by  a  happy  dasiirsl  sUo* 
sInn :  *'  His  notions  rose  up  like  the  dragonls  (r««h  tove  ^ 
Caiimus,  all  ready  clothed,  and  In  bright  armoor.  it  !■ 
batUe.**  — CaoKsa. 

*  Mr.  (afterwards  Lord)  Flunket  ande  a  great  scesatioa 
In  the  Hotise  of  Commons  (Febu  SlL  iSaK)«  V  Mnat  iM 
history  if  not  Judiciously  read  was  ■'•o  keOer  (kmm  a*  e>i 
almnnadt,*'^  whirb  Merder  had  already  s^ld  la  hto  Jitmrea* 

Tableau  de  PariM  —*•  Malet  do  Ftai^  and  awrhJihr  himehM 
of  the  rerolutioo  are  no  better 
Boswi*ll,  we  see,  had  antidpatad 

*  See  anU,  p.  445.  n.  4— C. 


i 


**llie  Bemr*8  Opera,**  and  the  common 

questhot  whether  it  was  pernicious  in  it  effects, 

UTing  been  introduced ; — Johhson.    '*  As  to 

this  mitter,  which  has  been  very  much  con* 

(cfCed,  I  mjielf  am  of  opinion,  that  more 

influence  has  been  ascribed  to  *  The  Beggar*s 

Opera*  than  it  in  reality  ever  had;  for  I  do 

not  believe  that  any  man  was  ever  made  a 

rogue  by  being  present  at  its  representation. 

At  the  same  time  I  do  not  deny  that  it  may  have 

tome  influence,  by  making  the  character  of  a 

ngne  fiuniliar,  and  in  some  degree  pleasing.**  ^ 

Iseo  ooUecting  himself,  as  it  were,  to  give  a 

I  beaTj  stroke :   ^  There  is  in  it  such  a  labe/ac' 

Istioa*  of  all  principles  as  may  be  injurious  to 

'  aon/itr.** 

While  be  prononnoed  this  response,  we  sat 
in  a  comical  sort  of  restnunt,  smothering  a 
Itugh,  which  we  were  afraid  might  burst  out. 
j  In^  Life  of  Gay,  he  has  been  still  more  de- 
dare  as  to  the  inefficiency  of  ^  The  Beggar*s 
fipera'*  m  corrupting  society.    But  I  nave 
ner  thought  somewhat  differently ;  for,  indeed, 
A0t  ooiy  are  the  gaiety  and  heroism  of  a  high- 
wvfmuk  r&ry  captivating  to  a  youthful  ima- 
gination, but  the  arguments  for  adventurous 
(fepredation  are  so  plausible,  the  allusions  so 
•^vely,  and  the  contrasts  with  the  ordinary  and 
!n*jre  painful  modes  of  acquiring  property  are 
«  artfally  displayed,  that  it  requires  a  cool 
in<l  itrong  ju^a^ent  to  resist  so  imposing  an 
<^^ie :  yet,  I  own,  I  should  be  very  sorry 
to  have  ''llie  Beggar*s  Opera**  suppressed; 
I  r  there  is  in  it  ao  much  of  real  London  life,  so 
2-ich  bniiiant  wit,  and  such  a  variety  of  airs, 
^iiirh,  from  early  association  of  ideas,  engage, 
*^>^,  and  enliven  the  mind,  that  no  perlorm- 
*o^  which  the  theatre  exhibits  delights  me 

Ihelate  ^  worthy**  Duke  of  Queensbury', 
'v  rhomson,  in  hia  ^  Seasons,**  justly  charac- 
trT:>«i  him,  told  me,  that  when  Gay  showed 
Lia  ^  The  B^^ar's  Opera,*'  his  Grace*s  ob- 
^sition  waa,  ^This  is  a  very  odd  thing, 
<iav:  I  an  aatisfied  that  it  is  either  a  very 
*''*»  tbiogf  or  a  very  bad  thing.**    It  proved 


A  t«^  nutocnt  phy»icl»i,  whoM  dlicernnient  U  ac  acuta 

'^'^^rmUaitt  Ia  ind#^*>f  of  the  biiiiuui  character  ai  It  ii  In 

*  1  riniffwhiii.  remarked  oncaat  a  club  where  I  wu,  that 

f  *<«a«9  Baa.  toad  of  pleasure,  and  without  money, 

t  *%mr4%f  ffwelflt  a  aoUdtatlon  from  bit  mUtreM  toco 

cft#  htgkwMf,  ImnMBdlalely  after  being  pre«ent  at  the 

.» Tba  Beggar'*  Oppra."    I  bare  been  told 

tar  Mr.  Gibbon,  that  '*  The  Beg. 

,  have  iometlmet  Increased  the 

s  but  that  ft  hat  had  a  beneflclal 

daM  of  men,  making  them  Ioh  fero- 

abort,  more  like  gentlemen. '*    Upon 

aaM,  that  **  Oaf  was  the  Orpheui  of 

vjx.   Theee  are  probably  tcraps  of  tk€ 

mud  the  pbrsldan  waa  perhaps  Dr.  For- 

>.  Barka,  however,  thought  the  literarj 

a  Opera  small,  and  Its  social  cflbct  In- 


•  <> 


( » 


to  IM  found  in  Johnson's  Dictionary  — 
io  ittgnur,"  Is ;  tnm  which  he  pro- 
»t  **  tmkifmelation:'  without  attend- 
assaloRles.  K>r  such  verba  as  signifif^ 
bv  Che  addition  oXeattam  ;  an  t  $tUi^fy 
"    •  *«  i-gjMfTf/'rfr  i    DUt  I  remember  no  Inataoce  of  the 
'  -■•  *'  f^iSuiXofa€tmti9m.^Cmo%M%,  184& 
• '  <  thunlJ>%^km  ^  Queensbury,  and  second  Doke  of 


the  former,  beyond  the  wannest  expectations 
of  the  author,  or  his  friends.  Mr.  Cambridge, 
however,  showed  us  to-day,  that  there  was 
good  reason  enough  to  doubt  concerning  its 
success.  He  was  told  by  Quin,  that  during 
the  first  ni^ht  of  its  appearance  it  was  long  in 
a  very  dubious  state;  that  there  was  a  dispo- 
sition to  damn  it,  and  that  it  was  saved  by  the 
song, 

"  Oh  ponder  well !  be  not  severe  I " 

the  audience  beins  much  afiected  by  the  in- 
nocent looks  of  Folly,  when  she  came  to  those 
two  lines,  which  exhibit  at  once  a  painful  and 
ridiculous  image, 

**  For  on  the  rope  that  hangs  my  dear, 
Depends  poor  Polly's  life." 

Quin  himself  had  so  bad  an  opinion  of  it,  that 
he  refused  the  pirt  of  Captain  Macheath,  and 

gave  it  to  Walker,  who  acquired  great  cele- 
rity by  his  grave  ^  yet  animated  performance 
of  it. 

We  talked  of  a  young  gentleman*s  marriage' 
with  an  eminent  singer,  and  his  determination 
that  she^  should  no  longer  sing  in  public, 
though  his  father  was  very  earnest  she  should, 
because  her  talents  would  be  liberally  rewarded, 
so  as  to  make  her  a  good  fortune.  It  was 
questioned  whether  the  young  gentleman,  who 
had  not  a  shilling  in  the  world,  but  was  blest 
with  very  uncommon  talents,  was  not  foolishly 
delicate  or  foolishljr  proud,  and  his  father  truly 
rational  without  being  mean.  Johnson,  with  all 
the  high  spirit  of  a  Roman  senator,  exclaimed, 
I*  He  resolved  wisdy  and  nobly,  to  be  sure.  He 
is  a  brave  man.  Would  not  a  gentleman  be 
disgraced  by  having  his  wife  singing  publicly  for 
hire  ?  No,  Sir,  there  can  be  no  doubt  here.**  ^ 
Johnson  arraigned  the  modem  politics  of 
thb  country,  as  entirely  devoid  of  all  principle 
of  whatever  kind.  ^  rolitics,**  said  he,  **  are 
now  nothing  more  than  means  of  rising  in  the 
world.  With  this  sole  view  do  men  engage  in 
politics,  and  their  whole  conduct  proceeds  upon 
it.''    How  different  in  that  respect  is  the  state 


Dover ;  the  patron  of  Gay  and  Thomson.    He  died  In  1778, 
in  the  80th  year  of  his  age.—  Cbokik. 

*  The  grmtitif  of  the  performaiioe  of  Macheath  seems  a 
strange  merit.  ^  CaoKia. 

*  Richard BrinsleySherldan*s  with Bfks LInley. which  took 
place  IStb  April,  1773.  At  the  time  of  the  marriage  she  waa 
under  an  engagement  to  the  Worcester  Music  Meeting, which 
Sheridan  was,  «iltb  great  difflculty,  persuaded  by  the  Di- 
rectors to  allow  her  to  fulfil ;  but  the  sum  she  received 
was  civen  to  the  charity.  Her  singlne  at  Oxford,  at  the 
installation  of  Lord  North,  as  Chancellor,  In  1773.  was,  as 
Dr.  Hall  told  me,  put  on  the  footing  of  obliging  his 
Lordship  and  the  University ;  and  when,  on  that  occasion, 
several  degrees  were  conferred.  In  the  academic  form  of 
"  konorta  eausd,"  Lord  North  slyly  observed,  that  Sheridan 
should  have  a  degree  **  sicor/s  eau$dt'*  but  be  had  noc  — 
CaoKia. 

*  A  few  words  are  here  omitted.  See  a$Ui,  p.  176.  n.6L  — 
CaoRBB. 

J  in  those  troublesome  times  men  were  contending  for 
Jkmdamtntai  pr/ffc^rs,  and  were  always  sealnus,  aiid  some- 
times dUintere«led,  In  proportion  to  the  greatness  of  the 
public  stake  i  but  tlnce  the  Revolution,  and  the  extinctioa 
of  the  claims  of  the  house  of  Stuart,  the  principles  of  our 
constitution  are  »o  grnerally  admitted,  thut  little  Is  left  to  be 
contested  for,  except  the  hands  by  which  affairs  shall  be  ad* 
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of  die  nation  now  from  what  it  was  in  tbe  time 
of  Charles  the  First,  during  the  Usurpation, 
and  after  the  Restoration,  in  the  time  of 
Charles  the  Second.  Hudibras  affords  a  strong 
proof  how  much  hold  political  principles  had 
then  upon  the  minds  of  men.  There  is  in 
Hudibras  a  great  deal  of  bullion  which  will 
always  last.  But,  to  be  sure,  the  brightest 
strokes  of  his  wit  owed  their  force  to  the  tm« 
pression  of  the  characters,  which  was  upon 
men*s  nunds  at  the  time;  to  their  knowing 
them,  at  table  and  in  the  street;  in  short, 
being  familiar  with  them;  and  above  til,  to 
his  satire  being  directed  against  those  whom  a 
little  while  before  they  had  hated  and  feared. 
The  nation  in  general  has  erer  been  loyal,  has 
been  at  all  times  attached  to  the  monarch, 
though  a  few  daring  rebels  have  been  wonder- 
ftdly  powerful  for  a  time.  The  murder  of 
Charles  the  First  was  undoubtedly  not  com- 
mitted with  the  approbation  or  consent  of  the 
people.  Had  that  been  the  case,  parliament 
would  not  have  ventured  to  consign  the 
regicides  to  their  deserved  punishment.^  And 
we  know  what  exuberance  of  joy  there  was 
when  Charles  the  Second  was  restored.  If 
Charies  the  Second  had  bent  all  his  mind  to  it, 
had  made  it  his  sole  object,  be  might  have  been 
•a  absolute  as  Loub  the  Fourteenth."*  A 
sentleman  observed,  he  would  have  done  no 
nannifhehad.  Johhsok.  **Why,Str,abeohtte 
princes  seldom  do  any  harm.  But  they  who  are 
governed  by  them  are  governed  by  chance. 
There  is  no  security  for  good  government.** 
CAMsmiDOB.  **  There  have  been  many  sad 
victims  to  absolute  eovemment.**  Jobhsoit. 
**  So,  Sir,  have  there  been  to  popular  factions.** 
BoswBLL.  '^The  question  is,  which  is  worst, 
one  wild  beast  or  numy  ^  ** 

Johnson  praised  '^The  8pectator,**particu- 
larly  the  character  of  Sir  Boger  de  Coverley. 
He  said,  **8ir  Roger  did  not  die  a  violent 
death,  as  has  been  generally  fancied.  He  was 
not  killed ;  he  died  only  because  others  were 
to  die,  and  because  ms  death  afforded  an 
opportnnitr  to  Ad<fison  for  some  very  fine 
writing.  We  hare  the  example  of  Cervantes 
making  Don  Quixote  die.  I  never  could  see 
why  Sir  Roger  is  represented  as  a  little 
cracked.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  story  of 
Ihe  widow  was  intended  to  have  something 


mfarittered :  In  •odi  drcamttanset,  polltlef  moil  braooi*  man 
of  a  fin^fuUm  la  whlck  men  vlU  tmk  prraoMrf  ad  vanoaDeiil, 
dun  when  Uwir  pHvate  f— Hnm  wtn  mf  ud  up  with  qoartkna 
•r  Tlul  public  lni|iortiinfle...CBOKn.  1831.  I  Ibw  that  tha 
Bafona  Bill,  and  othar  political  avaota  which  hava  occurred 
•Incatha  fwMoliif  nota  was  wHtlan,  hava  again  brouaht/tan. 
4mmmtm\  fr^»etple§  Into  qundon.  and  chat  oar  ehlidrcn.  If 
not  oonalvn, ara  VMtr  to  vaaa  perllooa ranawal  of  thaoU 
oontast  batwaan  monarchv  and  damocracy.  —  Cbokih,  1S46 

1  I  eoncur  la  Johnaon^s  opinion  as  to  tha  /act  t  but  It 
aoamt  lo  um.  that  tha  proof  addoced  li  Tarj  InconclucWa  t  Cor 
tf  tha  asacunoa  of  tha  ragtctdatprova*  ame  ttata  of  tha  poMlc 
aited.Miral7  tha  execution  of  the  king  hUntalf  aUght  ba 
adduced  lo  prora  tmotker.  —  Caoan. 
*  Did  Dr.  Johnioo  fornt  the  power  of  tha  pnblle  puna, 
'  In  tha  hand*  of  the  Houm  of  Coaiaiooe,  and  all  tlia 
violence  which  Charlee  and  hla  mlalttera 
lo  evade  or  resist  that  control  ? 
thaia  wwJmHet  in  that  raign  ?  a 


superinduced  upon  it;  bnt  Ae  sopentracton  ' 
did  not  come.**  ^  ', 

Somebody  found  fault  with  writing  rcrm 
in  a  dead  knguage,  maintaining  that  tbej  wm 
merely  arrangements  of  so  many  wonU,  ud 
laughed  at  tne  Universities  of  Oxford  tad 
(kmbridge,  for  sending  forth  cottectiooi  (/ 
ihem,  not  only  in  Greek  and  Latbi,  but  even  il 
Syriac,    Arabic,   and   other   more  unkoovo 
tonffuea.^    Johxsoh.    ^  I  would  have  as  lunj 
of  Uiese  as  possible;   I  would  have  Tcrm  a 
every  language  that  there  are  the  neus  oi' 
acquiring.  Nobody  imagines  that  an  muvcrstj 
is  to  have  at  once  two  hundred  poets:  but  it 
should  be  able  to  ahow  two  hundred  sdulin. 
Peiresc's^  death  was  lamented,  I  think,  in  fern 
languaffes.    And  I  would  have  had  st  ererr 
coronation,  and  every  death  of  a  km^,  eroj 
Oamtkum,  and  every  Zndkis,  nniveratj-^^ncs. 
in  as  many  languages  as  can  be  acquired   I 
would  have  the  world  be  thus  told,  **  Here  ti  a 
school  where  every  thing  may  be  learpt*  * 

Havixig  set  out  next  day  on  a  visit  to  tk 
Earl  of  Pembroke,  at  Wihoii,  and  to  m;  finc»i 
Mr.  Temple,  at  Mamhead,  in  Devonbiic  ukl 
not  having  retained  to  town  till  the  S(i  « 
May,  I  did  not  see  Dr.  Johnson  far  acoiM^ 
able  time,  and  daring  the  remaJniay  part  « 
my  stay  in  London  kept  Kciy  imperfeet  ante* 
of  his  conversation,  which  had  I  accord  to 
niv  usual  custom  written  oat  at  lar|ie  ^'* 
after  the  time,  much  might  have  bMo  rve- 
served,  which  is  now  irretrievably  lost.  I  (O 
now  only  record  some  particular  lecBei.  •£<i  * 


few  fragments  of  his  memarabilm.  Bat^^ 
make  some  amends  for  my  rdazatioB  of  ^' 
gence  in  one  respect,  I  can  present  n^  ^^^^ 
with  arguments  upon  two  law  cases,  with  wii«i 
he  favoured  me. 

On  Saturday,  the  6th  of  May,  weAafdtrr 
ourselves  at  the  Mitre,  and  he  dictated  «>  » 
what  foltows,  to  obviate  the  onmplaint  abntfv 
mentioned  [p.  428.],  which  had  been  aadr  r. 
the  form  of  an  action  in  tbe  Coort  of  So«a 
by  Dr.  Memis,  of  Aberdeen,  that  in  the  !«f 
translation  of  a  diarter  in  which  f^P^^ 
were  mentioned,  he  was  called  dotiBr  if 


arts,  IntHgoai,  and  eiolei 
Cried,  and  tried  te  vmln 
Did  ha  abo  forget 


**  There  are  bat  two 
eian  can  deeUne  the  title  of 


Jarr  night  occasloaaHy  be 
stiu  wcre/wrifs  /  —  Cnean. 


"•In  foreign 
When  a  ktag*l  bom,  or 
Straight  other  studies 
And  all  applf  to  poetry  t 
Saasa  writa  in  Hebrew, 
And  soma  (sore  wise)  to 
T'  aeold  the  critic  and  ta 
OfdlOcttllerwU 
Aodsasia 
That  at  a 


4  This 
1617.    His  Life,  written  In 
lated  Into  Rngilsh  by  Dr.  Rand. 
WaiOBT. 


bt  iinniuMi  hiittfltlf  disgmecd  by  the  doc* 

taniup,  or  suppotw  the  doetonhip  disgraced  hy 

hma^i  To  be  diigiMed  hy  e  title  which  he  aherec 

in  eonunon  vith  every  illuetrious  name  of  his  pro- 

kmho,  with  Boctfaaeve,  with  Arbuthnot,  and  with 

CttUeOi  en  tartly  diminish  oo  man't  reputarioo. 

It  ii,  I  nppotv,  to  the  doctorate,  from  which  he 

thtiakt,  chat  be  owet  bis  right  of  practising  physic. 

A  doctor  of  ooedieioe  is  a  phyncian  under  the  pro* 

tcetioo  of  the  laws,  and  by  the  stamp  of  authority. 

Die  physician  who  is  not  a  doctor  usurps  a  pro- 

fewoD,  sad  b  authorised  only  by  himself  to  decide 

spoQ  beslth  and  sickness,  and  life  and  death.    That 

(bis  gnitlemao  is  •  doctor,  his  diploma  makes  evi. 

dcfit ;  s  diploma  not  obtruded  upon  him,  but  oh- 

uiflfd  by  solicitation,  and  for  which  fees  were  paid. 

With  wbst  countenance  any  man  can  refuse  the 

title  whieh  be  has  either  begged  or  bought,  b  not 

Muy  discovered* 

*  All  ferfaal  injury  must  ooraprbe  in  it  either 
Mot  ftlsi  position,  or  some  unnecessary  dedaration 
rfdtfsmatory  truth.  That  in  calling  htm  doctor, 
I  &lit  appeHation  was  given  him,  he  himself  will 
sot  pretend,  who  nt  tte  same  time  that  be  com* 
H«Bi  of  the  title  would  be  oflfended  if  we  supposed 
Urn  to  be  not  a  doctor.  If  the  title  of  doctor  be  a 
^Aamtatj  truth,  it  is  time  to  dissolve  our  colleges ; 
^  vby  should  the  publie  give  salaries  to  men 
vhoR  spprohatioo  is  reproach?  It  may  likewise 
^*»tnt  the  nottee  of  the  public  to  consider  what 
kdp  eso  be  given  to  the  profeasors  of  physic,  who 
d  disre  with  this  unhappy  gentleman  the  igno- 
■bioos  appeUaftion,  and  of  whom  the  very  boys  in 
iht  nieet  U9  DOC  afraid  to  say,  T%tn  gotM  the 


*  What  a  implted  by  the  term  doctor  is  well 
^B9vik  It  dJetinguishes  him  to  whom  it  b  granted, 
«  •  sBsn  who  baa  attained  such  knowledge  of  hb 
yiidusioD  aa  qonliica  him  to  instruct  others.  A 
'Mtr  of  law  ia  s  man  who  can  form  lawyers  by 
^  pRcepts.  A  doctor  of  medicine  b  a  man  who 
^  tsseh  the  art  of  curing  diseases.  Thb  b  an 
*d  ttjom  whioh  no  man  Ims  yet  thought  fit  to 
^.  SU  dai  qmmd  mom  kabeL  Upon  thb  principle 
^  W  doctor  impliee  skill,  fer  msio  dloot^  ^aod  nom 
Afint  In  England,  whoever  practises  physic,  not 
b«f  a  doctor,  must  practise  by  a  licence ;  but  the 
^•nonte  eonveya  a  lieenee  in  itselt 

*  By  what  aewdogt  it  happened  that  he  and  the 
*kw  pbystaaaa  were  mentioned  in  different  terms, 
*^nt  the  tcmaa  tfacnselvea  were  equivalent,  or 

that  whieih  was  applieil  to  him  was 
pcrhapa  they  who  wrote  the 
remember.  Had  they  expected 
*  itvtttit  to  hmwm  been  the  eonsequenoe  of  such 
^xy  vsriatioa,  I  hope  they  would  have  avoided  it.' 
^  piobofaly*  OB  they  meant  no  111,  they  suspected 


lo  Dr.  If  ceils,  tboofh  I  wsf  sfslnit  bhn  at  an 
m,  dial  h«  Obfeetcd  tn  tbs  vsrlalion 
the  iraoilBtlQa  eas  prloted  off.— 


I 


OM 


^>*^  »d  Ike 

•v^atein^  for 


of  the  dftits  or  LoDdnn.  Ifks  the 

b«wr.  (8c«  Tmtkr,  No.  70.)    Tbt  Bublte 

•  SBsall  fis  to  persmbolate  long  gallortes 

_    .^._  d  (tbeM    Boewoll  ealU  tbe 

CO  coateroo  with  the  ouinlacs.    **  To 

IHsai,  I  srcomiisnlod  bhn  s 

k  VM  In  tbo  BaaCer  week,  vben, 

, .  I fBe«4s hendtedyeopls ae least,  who. 

^■^  paM  (Mr   loufisn  apises,  were  sofllNred,  unat- 
^  W  to  ma  rled»e  up  and  down  ths  ward*,  niaktne  eport 
—-I  of  thevlsorsble  hihabltaaU,**ftc.—  TkeWortd, 


no  danger,  and,  therefore,  consulted  only  what  ap« 
peered  to  them  propriety  or  convenience.** 

A  few  days  afterwarcb,  I  consulted  him  upon 
a  cause*  Ptierion  and  others  against  Alexander 
amd  others^  which  bad  been  decided  by  a  cast* 
ing  vote  in  the  Court  of  Session,  determining 
that  the  corporation  of  Stirling  was  cormpt, 
and  setting  aside  the  election  of  some  of  their 
officers,  because  it  was  proved  that  three  of 
the  leading  men  who  innuenced  the  majority 
had  entered  into  an  unjustifiable  compact,  of 
which,  however,  the  majority  were  ignorant. 
He  dictated  to  me  after  a  litUe  consideration, 
the  following  sentences  upon  the  subject. 

^  There  u  a  difference  between  majority  and 
superiority:  msjority  b  applied  to  number,  and 
superiority  to  power ;  and  posrer,  like  many  other 
things  b  to  be  estimated  mom  nvmero  ood  pomdtro. 
Now  though  the  greater  iraaiAer  is  not  corrupt,  the 
creater  wdgkt  is  corrupt,  so  that  corruption  pre- 
domiiurtes  in  the  borough,  taken  eoffeetiotfy,  though, 
perhaps,  taken  eaaMn'eotfjr,  the  greater  part  may  he 
uocorrupL  That  borough,  which  is  so  constituted 
as  to  act  corruptly,  is  in  ihe  eye  of  reeson  corrupt, 
whether  it  be  by  the  uncontrollable  power  of  a  few, 
or  by  an  accidental  pravity  of  the  multitude.  The 
objection,  in  which  b  urged  tbe  ii^ustice  of  making 
tbe  innocent  suffer  with  the  guilty,  is  an  objection 
not  only  against  society,  but  against  the  possibility 
of  society.  All  societies,  great  and  small,  subsbt 
upon  thb  conditioA ;  that  as  the  individuab  derive 
advantages  from  union,  they  may  likewise  suffer 
ineooveniencea ;  that  as  those  who  do  nothing,  and 
sometimes  those  who  do  ill,  will  have  the  honours 
and  emoluments  of  general  virtue  and  general  proa* 
perity,  so  those  likewise  who  do  nothing,  or  perhaps 
do  well,  must  be  involved  in  tbe  consequences  of 
predominant  corruption." 

This,  in  mj  opinion,  was  a  Terr  nice  case ; 
but  the  decision  was  affirmed  in  the  House  of 
Lords. 

^  On  Monday,  May  8.,  we  went  toeether  and 
visited  the  mansions  of  Bedlam.*  I  had  been 
informed  that  he  had  onoe  been  there  before 
with  Mr.  Wedderbume  (now  Lord  Lot^- 
boroogh),  Mr.  Murphy,  and  Mr.  Foote;  and 
I  had  heard  Foote  give  a  yery  entertaining 
account  of  Johnson*s  happening  to  have  his 
attention  airested  by  a  man  who  was  very 
furious,  and  who,  while  beating  hb  straw,  | 
supposed  it  was  William,  Duke  of  Cumberland, 
whom  he  was  punbhing  for  hb  cruelties  in 
Scotland,  in  1746.'    There  was  nothing  pecu- 


Mo.  98.  Jtroo  7. 1781.  Seo  alio  Plate  S.  of  Honrth*i  Kako's 
Profraat,  whcretwo  lady  visiton  ttm  to  havo  been  admitted 
Into  tbe  cell  of  tbo  manfiict.  ~  Caoasa,  IS4S. 

*  My  rtrj  hoaourable  friend,  Geoerai  Sir  Georse  Howard, 
who  senred  In  tbe  Duke  of  Comborland*t  srnif,  bai  aMurod 
me  that  tbe  cruoltlea  were  not  laiMiuhle  to  htt  Roysl  Hlf  b- 

neM BoswsLi..    Oa  the  momfnf  of  the  battle  of  Cullo- 

deii.  Lord  Geort*  Merrsf,  the  chief  of  the  Pretender's  scaS; 
Utued  an  order  to  five  no  ftuirter  to  the  rojiU  forcei.  The 
Jacobites  aflhcted  to  say  that  this  was  the  act  of  the  Indl- 
Tldual  and  not  of  the  Pnnee  or  hla  party ;  bat  It  U  undeel- 
able  that  such  a  general  order  wai  ^^m,  and  that  It  became 
the  eacuu,  thouf  h  certainly  not  a  iustifloitioQ,  of  the  teveri- 
tlet  which  followed  the  battle  on  the  part  of  the  oooqueron . 

..CSOESS. 
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liarly  remu^cable  this  day;  but  the  general 
oontempLitioii  of  insanity  was  yery  anecting. 
I  accompanied  him  home,  and  dined  and  draiuc 
tea  with  him. 

^  Talking  of  an  acciuaintanoe  of  onn\  dis- 
tinguished for  knowing  an  uncommon  yariety 
of  miscellaneous  articles  both  in  antiquities 
and  polite  literature,  he  observed,  ^'You 
know,  Sir,  he  runs  about  with  little  weight 
upon  his  mind.**  And  talking  of  another  yery 
ingenious  gentleman*,  who,  from  the  warmth 
of  his  teniper,  was  at  variance  with  many  of 
his  acquaintance,  and  wished  to  avoid  them, 
he  said,  ^  Sir,  he  lives  the  life  of  an  outlaw.** 

On  Friday,  May  12.,  as  he  had  been  so  good 
as  to  assign  me  a  room  in  his  house,  where  I 
might  sleep  occasionally,  when  I  happened  to 
sit  with  him  to  a  late  hour,  I  took  possession  of 
it  this  night,  found  every  thing  m  excellent 
order,  and  was  attended  by  honest  Francis 
with  a  most  civil  assiduity.  I  asked  Johnson 
whether  I  might  go  to  a  consultation  with 
another  lawyer  upon  Sunday,  as  that  appeared 
to  me  to  be  doing  work  as  much  in  my  way,  as 
if  an  artisan  should  work  on  the  day  appro- 

griated  for  religious  rest.  Jounson.  **  Why, 
ir,  when  you  are  of  consequence  enough  to 
oppose  the  practice  of  consulting  upon  Sunday, 
you  should  do  it;  but  you  may  go  now.  It  is 
not  criminal,  though  it  is  not  what  one  should 
do,  who  is  anxious  for  the  preservation  and 
increase  of  piety,  to  which  a  peculiar  ob- 
servance of  Sunday  is  a  great  help.  The  dis- 
tinction is  clear  between  what  is  of  moral  and 
what  b  of  ritual  obligation.** 


[JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  THRALE. 
(Extntet,) 

•M2fA  ikray,l775 — I  wish  Icouldsayorsrndanj 
thing  to  divert  you ;  but  I  have  done  nothing,  and 
seen  nothing.  I  dined  one  day  with  PaoU,  and  yes- 
terday with  Mrs.  South weU't',  and  called  on  Con- 
greve  *  Mr.  Twiss  it  going  to  Ireland,  and  I  have 
given  him  letters  to  Dr.  Lcland  and  Mr.  Falkner.  * 

"  Bos  well  has  made  roe  promt&e  not  lu  go  to 
Oiford  till  he  lea^'es  London;  I  had  no  great 
reason  for  haste,  and  therefore  might  as  well  gratify 
a  friend.  I  am  always  proud  and  pleased  to  have 
my  company  desired.  Boswell  would  have  thought 
my  absence  a  lom,  and  I  know  not  who  else  would 
have  considered  my  presence  asapro6t  He  liai« 
entered  himself  at  the  Temple,  and  I  joined  in  \\\s 
bond.  He  is  to  plead  before  the  Lords,  and  hopes 
very  nearly  to  gain  the  ctwt  of  his  journey.  He 
lives  much  with  his  friend  Paoli,  who  says,  a  man 
mu«t  see  Wales  to  enjoy  England. 

**  The  book  which  is  now  mo^t  read,  but  which. 
asfiir  as  I  have  gone,  is  but  dull,  is  Gray's  I.«ttcrs* 


>  FmbsUjr  Dr.  Pvrcj.  —  Csoaia. 

*  No  duubC  Mr.  Gcoffe  Strevcnt.—  CaoKlB. 

*  Sen  nnii,  p.  846.  n.  2.  --  C. 

«  S«^  po9t,  fU  March,  I77G.  —  C. 

*  George  Paulkiier.    the  celebr«t«d  printer.     Mr.  T«»«« 
pablUbtil  bU  tour  Ui  IroUnd,  •  hich  icave  more  offence  to  the 


prefised  by  Mr.  Mason  So  his  poem  I  ksiw 
borrowed  mine,  and  therefore  caooot  Icod  it,  ssd 
I  ean  hardly  reeommcnd  tbe  ptircfasie."] 

On  Saturday,  May  13.,  I  breskfsited  wttE 
him  hj  invitation,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Aadmr 
Crosbie,  a  Scotch  advocate,  whom  be  ksd  sea 
at  Edinburgh  [p.  270.],  and  the  Hqq.  Colonel 
(now  General)  Edward  Stopford,  broUier  to 
Lord  Courtown,  who  was  desirous  of  being  intro> 
duced  to  him.  His  tea  and  rolls  and  buttrr, 
and  whole  breakfast  apparatus,  were  sll  in  sudi 
decorum,  and  his  behaviour  was  so  courtecus, 
that  Colonel  Stopford  was  quite  surprised,  i&d 
wondered  at  his  naving  heard  so  much  laid  ot 
Johnson's  slovenliness  and  rooghncM.  1  hare 
preserved  nothing  of  what  passed,  except  thit 
Urosbie  pleased  him  mucb  by  talking  lesracdiy 
of  alchymy,  as  to  which  Johnson  wsi  not  t 
positive  unbeliever,  but  rather  delighted  io 
considering  what  progress  had  sctuiJlj  be« 
made  in  the  transmutation  of  metals,  vhitoev 
approaches  there  had  been  to  the  makini;  </  ' 
gold;  and  told  us  that  it  was  affirmed  t^  i  j 
person  in  the  Russian  dominions  had  diacciTfrri  | 
the  secret,  but  died  without  revealing  it,  »  , 
imagining  it  would  be  prejudicial  to  M^-iKT. 
He  add^  that  it  was  not  impossible  but  i:  I 
might  in  time  be  generallj  known.  | 

It  being  asked  whether  it  was  reasonsUt  f  r 
a  man  to  be  angry  at  another  whom  s  vinioa 
had  preferred  to  nim ; — JoHvsoir.  "I  tio  d  t 
see.  Sir,  that  it  is  reasonable  for  a  man  to  U 
anffr^  at  another  whom  a  woman  has  prvfemii 
to  nmi;  but  angry  he  is,  no  doubt;  sod  b<  s 
loth  to  be  angry  at  himself.** 

Before  setting  out  for  Scotland  on  tbe  t^l 
I  was  frequently  in  his  company  at  difrrrt 
places,  but  during  this  period  have  reif>n>l 
onlv  two  remarks ;  one  concerning  (iin  c 
^He  has  not  Latin  enough.  He  finds  out  'he 
Latin  by  the  meaning,  rather  than  the  mtni  t: 
by  the  Latin.**  And  another  coocfrr^,' 
writers  of  travels,  who,  he  observed,  •'v^'J 
more  defective  than  any  other  writers.'* 

I  passed  many  hours  with  him  on  the  V* 
of  which  I  find  all  mj  memorial  it,  *  b  ^  s 
laughing.**  It  should  seem  he  bad  that  ^^ 
been  in  a  humour  for  jocularity  and  merriisi'  v 
and  upon  such  occasions  I  never  knew  a  r^a 
laugh  more  heartily.  We  mar  siipp<>«e  c^ 
the  nigh  relish  of  a  state  so  difKrenl  fn«ni  ''9 
habitual  gloom  produced  more  than  cm*  '-i^ 
exertions  of  that  distinguishing  lacultv  i(^'^ 
which  has  puxxled  philosophers  so  mt.- :  '^ 
explain.  Johnson*s  laush  was  as  n^tntHi  .* 
as  any  circumstance  in  hia  manner.  It  v«  t 
kind  of  good-humoured  growl.  Tm  U^  > 
described  it  drolly  enough :  **  fie  laagbi  i:i^  * 
rhinoceros.** 


Irish  than  even  Johnson**  Jouraay 

— ClIOKgR.  IMS. 

*  Nothlnit  but  a  ttrrmjt  pv<Q)o4le» 
son  thds  s|M>«k  o(  ihoM  vwy 
pott,  604.  ~  Caoaaa. 


t^lto  s^\. 


In.***      ** 
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JOHNSON  TO  LANGTON. 

*•  ibf  n.  ins. 

«  DiAft  Sii,  —  I  have  Ml  old  anuiniieDiisui  gr«t 
dklKH.  I  hsTC  giTen  what  I  think  I  can  (pTe, 
and  begged  till  I  cannot  tell  where  to  beg  again. 
I  put  mto  hti  handt  this  morning  four  guineai.  If 
700  coold  eoileet  three  guineas  more,  it  wou|d  clear 
tin  from  hit  piesent  difficulty.  I  am.  Sir,  your 
BMt  humble  icrrant,  Sam.  Johmsoii.''  ' 

[JOHNSON  TO  MR&  THRALE. 
{Extract*,) 

•  Lmdom,  Jfoy  99.  1775.— Boswell  went  away 
«  two  thb  morning.  L[angton]  I  suppose  goes 
tba  vcvk.  B[oswen]  got  two  and  forty  guineas 
it  fot  vhile  he  was  here.  He  has,  by  his  wife's 
pcnuttton  and  mine^  taken  down  a  present  for 
ba  inoCber«in*law.  •  •  • 

**  I  am  not  sorry  that  you  read  Boswell's  journal. 
It  it  not  a  merry  piece  ?  There  is  much  in  it 
iboutpoor  me. 

*  Do  not  buy  Crhandlerl's*  traTels,  they  are 
<ol!«r  than  T[wiss]*s.  W  [retail]  3  is  too  fond 
oTvordB,  but  you  nuy  read  him.  I  shall  take  care 
that  Adsir'k  account  of  America  may  be  lent  you, 
fcr  1  ihall  have  it  of  my  own. 

*Bcsttie  has  called  once  to  see  me.  He  Utos 
fnod  St  the  archbishop*!.'*  * 


JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

-  Mmj  it.  I77S. 

*  DtAs  Sia,  —  I  make  no  doubt  but  you  are  now 
•Mj  lodged  in  your  own  habitation,  and  have  told 
•il  your  adventorea  to  Mrs,  Boswell  and  Miss 
Vcraaiea.  Pny  tench  Veronica  to  love  me.  Bid 
krsoc  mind  mamma, 

"Mfs.Thralo  htts  taken  eold,  and  been  very 
■bc^  disordered,  bat  I  hope  is  grown  welL  Mr. 
lAftoa  went  yesterday  to  Lincolnshire,  and  has 
n«itcd  Nicolaida  *  to  follow  him.  Beauclerk  talks 
''foingto  Bath.     I  am  to  set  out  on  Monday; 

•  tiicre  is  nothing  but  dispersion. 

*1  h«?e  retumcd  Lord  Hailes*s  entertaining 
ikfttt,  but  most  stay  till  I  come  back  for  more, 
^■cunc  It  will  be  ineooTenient  to  send  them  after 
nt  in  my  vagrant  state. 

"  I  promised  Mrs.  Macanlay  *  that  I  would  try 
to  lervt  her  son  at  Oxford.  I  haTe  pot  forgotten 
■•  Qor  sm  unwilling  to  perform  it.  If  they  desire 
to  ftfv  him  an  English  education,  it  should  be  con- 
toirrcd  whether  they  eannot  send  him  for  a  year  or 
t»s  to  an  Engliali  schooL  If  he  comes  immo- 
'■tdy  firom  %TtIr«***j  be  can  make  no  figure  in 

*  UoiTrndtiea.  The  schools  in  the  north,  1  be- 
'■^c,  ve  cheap ;  and  when  I  was  a  young  man, 
*cr>  anioently  good. 
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Blolfra.Thralelho4sf  iMforst  **P«7toB 
kelh  starrtBt,  04  1  csaaot  keep  thsm.'*  — 

MiDor. — CsoBsa. 


'^mSm 


lloMrhs  mads  bi  m  Tour  throogh  ions  of  the 
ot  Borops.**— CaoasB. 

en  a  rUH  to  Ma  (Hand,  Dr.  PortMia,  who  had 
bsch  Palsot,  sa  dupUio  10  ArchMahop 
lUA. 

—  BoswiLL.    Mr.  laoftoa  wu  so 
Greek.  «>  Caoaas. 

Be*.  KcQocCb  Macaalav.  aathor  of  **  The 
Kilda.''^Bosw8ax.    8oeMltf,p.lOS — C. 


•*  There  are  two  little  books  published  by  the 
Foulis,  Telemaehus  and  Collins's  Poems,  each  a 
shilling;  I  would  be  glad  to  hsTC  them. 

*<  Make  my  compliments  to  Mrs.  Boswell,  though 
she  does  not  love  me.  Tou  see  what  perverM 
things  ladies  are,  and  how  little  fit  to  be  trusti'd 
with  feudal  estates.  When  she  mends  and  loves  me, 
there  may  be  more  hope  of  her  daughters. 

**  I  will  not  send  compliments  to  my  friends  by 
name,  because  I  would  be  loth  to  leave  any  out  in 
the  enumeration.  Tell  them,  as  you  see  them,  how 
well  I  speak  of  Scotch  politeness,  and  Scotch  hos- 
pitality, and  Scotch  beauty,  and  of  every  thing 
Scotch,  but  Scotch  oat-cakes  and  Scotch  prejudicca. 

**  Let  me  know  the  answer  of  Jtasay ',  and  the 
decision  relating  to  Sir  Allan.*  I  am,  my  dvarest 
Sir,  with  great  affection,  &c.,      Sam.  Johnson.** 

After  m^  return  to  Scotland,  I  wrote  three 
letters  to  him,  from  which  I  extract  the  follow- 
ing passages :  — 

**  I  hsTe  seen  Lord  Hailes  since  I  came  down. 
He  thinks  it  wonderful  that  you  are  pleased  to 
take  so  much  pains  in  revising  his  *  AnnaU.*  I 
told  him  that  you  said  tou  were  well  rewarded 
by  the  entertainment  which  you  had  in  reading 
them." 

**  There  has  been  a  numerous  flight  of  Hehri- 
deans  in  Edinburgh  this  summer,  whom  I  have 
been  happy  to  entertain  at  my  house.  Mr.  Dunald 
Macqueen '  and  Lord  Monboddo  supped  with  me 
one  evening.  They  joined  in  controverting  your 
proposition,  that  the  Gaelic  of  the  Highlands  and 
Isles  of  Scotland  wss  not  written  till  of  late.** 

**  My  mind  has  been  somewhat  dark  this  sum- 
mer. I  have  need  of  your  warming  and  vivifying 
rays ;  and  I  hope  I  shall  have  them  frequently.  I 
un  going  to  pass  some  time  with  my  father  at 
Auchinleck," 


[JOHNSON  TO  MR&  THRALE. 
iSxtraeU.) 

<«  Oxford,  Junt  1.  1775.  >*— I  did  not  make 
the  epiteph  "  before  last  night,  and  this  morning 
I  have  found  it  too  long ;  I  send  it  to  you  a<t  it 
is,  to  pacify  you,  and  will  make  it  shorter  *  *. 
Don't  suppose  that  I  live  here  as  we  live  at 
Streatham.  I  went  this  morning  to  the  chapel 
at  six,  and  if  I  were  to  stey  would  try  to  con- 
form to  all  wholesome  rules  *  *.  Mr.  Coulson "  is 
well,  and  still  willing  to  keep  me,  but  I  delight 
not  in  being  long  here.  Mr.  Smollett,  of  Loch- 
Lomond"  and  his  lady  have  been  here  —  we  were 
glad  to  meet.** 

"  Jutu  6.  —  Sueh  is  the  uncertainty  of  all 
human  things,  thai  Mr.  [Coulaon]  has  quarrelled 

f  Boawdl  haa  not  glvsn  oa  1Uasy*a  anawer.  See  aiui 
p.  ISS.    I  aupifoae  It  waa  not  oulto  asUafhctorj  ~  Cbokbk. 

"  A  Iswaiift  carried  on  bf  Sir  Allao  Macleiin.  chief  ipf  hla 
elan,  to  reeover  certain  parta  of  hla  fanllj  eatatea  from  the 
Duke  of  Argyle.  —  BoewsLt. 

*  The  very  learned  mioiaier  In  the  lale  of  Skr.  whom  tioth 
Dr.  Johnaon  and  I  have  mentioacd  with  regard—  BoawBi.4.. 
See  OMl^,  p.  SI6  —  C. 

**  In  th«'  latter  md  of  Maf  be  aet  out  on  what  hr  called 
**  hla  annual  ramlile  Into  the  middle  eountlra,"  of  whl«  h  hia 
leCtera  to  Mra.  Ilirale  aflbrda  liln«l  of  journal.—  Caoaaa. 

It  On  Mra  8aluaburr.  •  Csoass. 

IS  or  Uoiveraity  College.  —  Caoi 

»  8eeaitM,p.  »S..C. 
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with  mc'  He  tayt  I  raise  the  laogli  vipoa  bim, 
and  he  is  aa  independent  man,  and  all  ha  has  ia  his 
own,  and  he  is  not  used  to  sneh  things.  And  so  I 
siiall  hate  no  more  good  of  C[oolson},  of  whom  I 
never  had  any  good  but  flattery,  whieh  my  dear 
mtstrsBS  knows  I  ean  have  at  home. 

**«/idie  7.  —  C[ouhon]  and  I  am  pretty  well 
again,  I  grudge  the  cost  of  going  to  liehMd  — 
FVank  and  I — in  a  posuehaise  — >  yet  I  think  of 
thundering  away  to-morrow.  So  you  will  write 
your  next  dear  letter  to  Lichfield.** 

<•  LichJUU,  Jmu  la  —  On  Thursday  I  took  a 
post-chaise,  and  intended  to  have  pasisd  a  day  or 
two  at  Birmingham*  but  Hector  IumI  company  in 
his  house,  and  I  went  on  to  Ltehfidd,  where  I 
know  not  how  long  I  shall  stay.** 

**Jkau  11.  — I  go  every  day  to  Stowfaill:  both 
the  sisters'  are  now  at  home.  Every  body  remem- 
bers you  all.  Tou  left  a  good  impression  behind  yoik 
I  hope  you  will  do  the  same  at  [Lewes].  Do  not 
roakethem  speeches.  Unusual  compliments,  to  which 
there  is  no  stated  and  prescriptive  answer,  embarrass 
the  feeble^  who  do  not  know  what  to  say,  and  dis- 
gust the  wise,  who,  knowing  them  to  be  ialse^ 
suspect  them  to  be  hypoeriti«d.  •  •  •  You 
never  told  me,  and  I  omitted  to  inquiieb  how  you 
were  entertained  by  Boswell's  'Journal.*  One 
would  think  the  man  had  been  hired  to  be  a  spy 
upon  me :  he  was  very  diligent,  and  caught  oppor^ 
tunities  of  writing  Irom  time  to  time.  You  may 
now  conceive  younelf  tolerably  well  acqnainfd 
with  the  eipedition.  Folks  want  me  to  go  to 
Italy,  but  I  say  you  are  not  for  it* 

••  Jtmt  la  —  Mr.  Green  has  got  a  east  of  Sbak- 
speaie,  which  he  holds  to  be  a  very  eaact  rssem- 
blanoe. 

*«  There  is  grsat  lamentation  here  ibr  the  death 
of  CoL  Lucy  is  of  opinion  that  he  was  wonder- 
fully handsome. 

**  Boswell  is  a  fiivourite,  but  he  has  lost  ground 
since  I  told  them  that  he  is  married,  and  all  hope 
is  over.** 

«•  Ashbounu,  ISA  M§»  —  Poor  Baretti  f  do 
not  quarrel  with  him;  to  neglect  him  a  little 
will  be  sufficient.  He  means  only  to  be  frank, 
and  manly,  and  independent,  and  petbapa,  as 
jou  say,  a  little  wise.  To  be  frank,  he  thinks, 
IS  to  be  cynical,  and  to  be  independent  to  be 
rude.     Forgive  him,  dearest  lady,  the  rather  be- 


1  My  vwOTmbki  sad  ssilaUs  friend.  Dr.  FUhsr.  ferseriy 
llastar  of  the  Chsrtar  Hoass,  told  om.  Id  1631  (he  bsloff 
tlicn  la  ht«  «lfhty-lbttfth  jTssr,  ia  the  full  posMHkm  «r  his 
cMsr  ulad  sad  nsppy  tsaiper).  that  b*  was  pment  at 
this  qosiral.  Coalson  vat  going  out  on  a  coaotry  VMa^ 
aad  lalklnc  of  It  with  tba  lame  pomp,  as  to  Lord  Slowall 
{mmii,  p.  4tt.)*  Johnson  choM  to  Imsgino  his  bscoBlag  aa 
arehdettcoa,  aad  asada  hlassair  moiry — Dr.  Fbhar  thoaght 
too  mfrry— at  Coalton's  expense;  at  last  they  got  Co 
warm  words,  sad  iohosno  eoncl  dad  Cho  dehaia  by  i 
lag  enphafciadly  —  "  Sir,  hating  ssfiant  you  no 
I  will  make  joa  no  uwlogy.*'—  Caoasa,  1846. 

s  Mn.  Gastrell  and  Miss  (now  Mrs )  Aa«on —  Caoasa. 

*  My  **  Joymal  of  a  Tear  to  the  Hehrldes,**  which  that 
lady  raad  la  the  original  asaaincripL— Boawau. 

«     **  O  what  hast  thoQ  of  her — oTher , 
Whose  every  look  did  love  Inspire, 
Whose  every  breathing  tanned  nay  flra. 
And  stole  me  from  mjrteir  away.*^ 

Her.  Od.  iv.  IS.    Crtttk C. 

*  He  had  ratofned  to  town  aboot  the  middle  of  August. 
..The  hlttory  of  Mrt.  William*  Is  go  eonneeled  with  that 
of  Dr.  Johnton.  that  leaMiot  omit  here  loserttnir  the  Mlow- 
lag  letter,  relating  to  a  sasall  annuity,  which  the  charity  of 


cause  of  bis  raisbehavlonr  I  am  sftsi^  be  hai 
learned  part  of  me.  I  hope  to  sst  hioi  botiftff  i 
better  esampla.** 

«  Slit  /ad^.  — Tou  and  [Baiettil  an  ftita^ 
again.  My  dear  misties  bss  the  ^kj  oC  beag 
easily  reconciled,  and  not  eaaly  oftsdsd.  Riodata 
is  a  good  thing  in  itself;  and  thcie  srt  km  tbiofi 
that  are  worthy  of  an^tr,  and  stiU  fcwcr  ihit  cm 
justify  malignity. 

**  In  the  mean  time,  however,  life  it  flidlaf 
away,  and  another  stale  is  hasteinng  Ibrvsfdi.  Yoa 
were  but  five-and-tweoty  when  I  knew  too  fine 
What  /  shall  be  next  September  [67],  I  codim 
I  have  laekiit  enough  to  turn  ande  from  thlnkisf. 

**  I  am  glad  you  raad  Boswellli  JoanaL'  Tos 
are  now  suflieiantly  informed  of  the  whole  Insi- 
action,  and  need  not  regret  that  you  ^  sot  nib 
the  tour  of  the  Hebridefc*" 

LichfitU,  Jii^  rS7].  ^  ••  I  have  pmnd  oae^ 
at  Birmingham  with  my  old  friend  Ueslsr^ctifr'' 
a  naaM/ and  hissistar,  anoldlsvv.  U 
grown  much  older  than  my  friend. 


*  O  quid  hdbcn  illins,  UUm 
Qftm  spirabat  amores 
Qua  me  aurpuarat  mihl*  **^J 


JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

•'Loodeo.Anf.riTr* 
DsAa  Sia,  —  I  am  returned  from  the  srr^ 
ramble  into  the  middin  conatia&     Haruif  mcs 
nothing  I  had  not  seen  bofore,  I  have  nitbior  ^ 
rebte.    Time  has  left  that  part  of  the  islssd  *« 
antiquities;  and  lumwsma  has  left  thepseplew 
singularitiea.  I  wasghidto  gDafaraad.SBd.pfft^'?^ 
glad  toaomehoma;  whieh  is,  inothor  worA^  1  «* 
I  am  afraid,  weary  of  being  at  hems^  aai  *"^ 
•f  being  abroad.      Is  not  this  the  stale  el ''^' 
But  if  wc  eouftas  this  sranrinam,  lit«saatls«ii 
it;  Ibr  all  thavrisaaiid  aU  tha  good ssy.  ihit •« 
may  cure  it. 

-  For  the  btaek  fbmea  whidh  riat  ia  year  v^ 
1  can  prescribe  nothing  bol  that  you  diqpsnt  ih« 
by  honest  bouneas  or  InaoccBt  picaeaia, s«Wt? 
reading,  sometimes  easy  and  •maaQmas  ••■• 
Change  of  plaea  is  aselbl ;  aad  I  hape  that  7^ 
residence  at  Auchinleek  will  hare  laaaj  f^ 
eAets.    •     a    •    Thai  I  diould  base  gbw  ;tf 


Mrs.  MontagQ  had  seewvd  la  Mia.  WUItaas.ai*'"  *  « 
we  shall  see.  was  long  aftarwatda  a  suhKct  of  aii»'«  ■<• 

u  that  M^..  ~ 


•*IIIU.  WILLIAMS  TO  MBS.  MOHTACC 


**  Maosh.^  Often  have  I  heard  of 

id  conpaieloa.  hot  novor  have  I  kit  _ 
resJItr  of  those  rlrtaas,  till  this  ioyftil 

ceWra  the  homior  of  your  nsost  tanaer  a 

with  Its  most  wiltsaii  cea^nea.  Mirfea^  I  la^  *»  c«* 
aar.  I  have  not  words  to  eaproaa  my  ■ratftMAs  M  1  M«*^ 
lady,  whoae  tioonry  has,  Iw  aa  act  of  beae««iP'<«  **'*"i 
my  Ineoma. aad  whoae  laaiir,  •ompeestaame  mmt*^  ^ 
reBMwad  the  ftumro  aaalety  of  inmci^  toehaasa.tSti-'-* 
of  which  only  could  have  pf  imid  aao  la  Maai  *9^^ 
caiHlMata  for  Mr.  Hetherinfftaa*s  Imimii  MariH  *«-^ 
and  srateftil  thanks  he  arce|ite<d  ho  «««.  .nd  ■>•<  iW  «'*^ 
of  all  good  hl««  aad  Um§  Mntiooa  n  M^,  oha»  i*' "l 
vlriiiee  are  to  cnatplcwons  sod  iibiiiImj.  to  the  •»«*  ''*^ 
prayer  of  her  who  Is.  with  ttM  an^i  i  mytrt^  «•'• 

your  most   deroteJ,  truly  aMiw^  ^^^    ■ lawr  »«-H 

ant. 


I 
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10  Rtwy,  I  im  luiserely  •any ;  and  am  therefore 
mj  XDiich  pleaaed  that  he  k  no  longer  uneasy. 
He  idU  thinks  that  I  have  represented  him  as 
penoMlly  pTU^  up  the  chiefiainship.  I  meant 
oa\j  that  it  was  no  longer  contested  between  the 
tvo  bouMS,  and  supposed  it  settled,  perhaps,  by 
the  eewoo  of  some  remote  generation,  in  the  house 
ofDaBfgUL  I  am  sorry  the  adTertisement  was 
Bot  eoatinucd  for  three  or  four  times  in  the  paper. 
**That  liord  Mouboddo  and  Mr.  Macqueen 
iboaJd  eoDtroTcrt  a  position  eontrary  to  the  ima- 
'  ginarj  interest  of  litetaiy  or  national  prejudice, 
I  Bight  be  easily  imagined;  but  of  a  standing  fact 
•  (kcre  oi^fbt  to  be  no  eoDtrovexay :  if  there  are  men 
I  vidi  isib.  cateh  n  Aosm  ciarfsfe*;  if  there  was 
,  eritiag  of  old  in  the  Highhmds  or  Hebrides,  in 
tbe£nt  language,  prodaee' the  manuscripts.  Where 
I  men  write  they  will  write  to  one  another,  and  some 
of  their  Icttns,  in  fomilies  studious  of  their  ancestry, 
I  9iH  be  kept.  In  Wales  there  are  nuuiy  manu- 
I  aeripti. 

**  I  have  now  three  parcels  of  liord   Hailee's 

hatory,  which  I  purpooe  to  return  all  the  next 

w«ck :  thai  Ui  respect  for  my  little  observations 

I  thouU  keep  his  work  in  suspense,  makes  one  of 

I  tbt  erik  of  my  joumey.    It  is  in  our  language,  I 

I  thiak,  a  new  mod*  of  history  which  tells  all  that  is 

j  vanied,  and,  I  suppose,  all  that  is  known,  without 

hkoared  splaadour  of  language^  or  allceted  subtilty 

of  ssBjeetuie.     Tbu  ssaetoesa  of  his  dates  raises 

■y  vender.     Ho  aeema  to  haTe  the  closeness  of 

Attsait  wickottt  hia  eonstraiou 

**  Mrs.  Thrala  waa  so  entertained  with  your 
*Um^*  tfaift  iiio  almost  reed  herself  blind.  She 
hm  a  giisat  fconl  for  you. 
**(H  Mra.  Boawdl,  though  she  knows  in  her 
I  hsirt  thst  sh«  does  not  love  me,  I  am  always  glad 
to  hear  any  good,  and  hope  that  she  and  the  little 
^  Isdies  inll  huTC  neither  siekneis  nor  any  other 
■Action.  But  abe  knows  that  she  does  not  care 
«^  becooMs  of  me,  and  for  that  she  may  be  sure 
thst  1  think  her  very  much  to  blame. 

**  Nfvrr,  my  dear  Sir.  do  you  take  it  into  yoor 
bnsd  to  think  thnt  I  do  not  love  you  i  you  may 
wtile  yourself  in  full  eonfidenee  both  of  my  lore 
•ad  eitssm :  I  love  you  aa  a  kind  man,  I  value 
yen  ss  a  worthy  mnn,  and  hope  in  time  to  reverence 
yen  ■•  a  man  of  •xcmplary  piety.  I  hold  you,  as 
HmUet  hM  it,  *  in  my  heart  of  hearts,'  and  thero- 
^c,  it  is  little  to  say,  that  I  am,  Sir,  your  alTec- 
taaste  humble  eervant,  Sasi.  Jobmsom.** 


be. 


JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

••  Lootoo,  Attf .  W.  irVL 

So, If   ia    tlicae    ptpers'  there    is  little 

atfctnpiod,  do  not  suppose  me  negligent 

I  hOT«  nmA  tbcnt  peihaps  more  cloeely  than  the 
fW;  bnC  1  Bad  nothing  worthy  of  an  objection. 
^nu  to  me  aoon,  and  write  often,  and  tiHI  me  all 
TOW  hensat  hcMrt.    I  am.  Sir,  yours  alFectionately, 

••  Sam.  Johnsov.** 

;j0HN8ON  TO  MRS.  LUCY  PORTEa 

•*  LoodoB,  Sopt.  9i  1775. 
*  Daan  ICadam,  — - 1  have  sent  your  books  by 
CW  osnicr,  and  ia  Sandy^s  TimveU  you  will  Snd 


your  glasses.  I  have  written  this  poet  to  the 
ladies  at  Stowehill,  and  you  mi^,  the  day  after  you 
have  this,  or  at  any  other  time^  send  Mra.  Gastrell's 
booka. 

**  Be  pleased  to  make  my  compliments  to  all  my 
good  friends.  I  hope  the  poor  dear  hand  is  re- 
covered, and  you  are  now  able  to  write,  which, 
however,  you  need  not  do,  for  I  am  going  to 
firightbelmetone,  and  when  I  come  back  will  take 
care  to  tell  you.  In  the  mean  time  take  great  care  of 
your  health,  and  drink  as  much  as  you  can.  I  am, 
dearest  love,  your  most  humble  servant, 
—  Fkanon  MSS.  **  Sam.  Johnson."] 

JOHNSON  TO  B08WELL. 

•«  Sept.  u.ms. 

Mr  sBAa  SiE,  —  I  now  write  to  you,  lest 
in  some  of  your  freaks  and  humours  you  should 
fancy  yourself  neglected.  Such  fancies  I  must 
entreat  you  never  to  admit,  at  least  never  to  ii». 
dulge ;  for  my  regard  for  you  is  so  radicated  and 
filed,  that  it  is  beeome  part  of  my  mind,  and  can- 
not be  effaced  but  by  some  cause  uncommonly 
violent ;  therefore^  whether  I  write  or  not,  set  your 
thoughts  at  rest.  I  now  write  to  tell  you  that  I 
ahall  not  very  soon  write  again,  for  I  am  to  set 
out  to-morrow  on  another  joum^.  •  •  • 
Your  friends  are  all  well  at  Streatham,  and  in  Lei- 
cester Fields.'  Make  my  compliments  to  Mra. 
Boswell,  if  she  is  in  good  humour  with  me.  I  am, 
Sir,  &e., 

"  Sam.  Jobmsov." 


CHAPTER  LI. 


'  * 


of  Uid  Ballos't  •*  Arniate  of  8eoCl«Ml.* 


1775. 

imto    Framee.  —  PbrU,  —  BemtKetme 
MboAf.  ^  CAoist.  —  Bahm^Ro^^Mra.  Farmor. 

—  Paiaia-BoHrbim,  —  FoHtainebleau.  — VeraaiUaa, 

—  TViaaoM.  —  Saniem,  tka  Brewer,  —  King*a 
lAbrarp.  —  Sarbomma.  —  SL  ChutL  —  SSve.  — 
BeUeffue.  —  Mtmdom,  — •  GramtU'Chartreuae,  — 
LuxembofMTg.  —  Friar  Wilkea,  —  St,  Dema,  — 
ChamtiU^.  —  Ccmpeiffue,  —  Caai5ray.  —  State  of 
Society  m  France.  —  Madame  de  Bomffiera,  — 
VoUaire,  — .  Dr.  Bmrmey'a  Colieetanea.  —  Lettera  to 
Mra,  Mo9deuph^. 

What  he  mentions  in  such  light  terms  as,  "  I 
am  to  set  out  to-morrow  on  another  journey,** 
I  soon  afterwards  discorered  was  no  less  than 
a  tour  to  France  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thrale. 
This  was  the  only  time  in  his  life  that  he  went 
upon  the  Continent. 

JOHNSON  TO  LEVETT. 

**  CshU.  Sopt.  18. 1775. 

<*  DsAa  Sta,  —  We  are  here  in  France,  after  a 

very  pleasing  passage  of  no  more  than  nv  hours, 

I  know  not  when  I  shall  write  again,  and  tliere« 

fore  I  write  now,  though  you  cannot  supfose  that 
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I  b«ye  much  to  say.  You  have  seen  France  your- 
self. From  this  place  we  are  going  to  Rouen,  and 
from  Rouen  to  Paris,  where  Mr.  llirale  designs  to 
stay  about  five  or  six  weeks.  Vfe  have  a  regular 
recommendation  to  the  English  resident,  so  we 
shall  not  be  taken  for  vagabonds.  We  think  to  go 
one  way  and  return  another,  and  see  as  much  as  we 
can.  I  will  try  to  speak  a  little  French  ;  I  tried 
hitherto  but  little,  but  I  spoke  sometimes.  If  I 
heard  better,  I  suppoce  I  should  learn  fiuter.  I 
am,  Sir,  your  humble  serrant, 

**  Saic  JoHxaoir.** 

It  is  to  be  regretted,  that  Johnson  did  not 
write  an  account  of  his  travels  in  France ;  for 
as  he  is  reported  to  have  once  said,  that  **  he 
could  write  the  Life  of  a  Broomstick,** '  so,  not- 
withstanding so  many  former  travellers  have 
exhausted  almost  every  subject  for  remark  in 
that  great  kingdom,  his  very  accurate  observ- 
ation, and  peculiar  vigour  of  thought  and 
illustration,  would  have  produced  a  wonderful 
work.  During  his  visit  to  it,  which  lasted  but 
about  two  months,  he  wrote  notes  or  minutes 
of  what  he  saw.  He  promised  to  show  me 
them,  but  I  neglected  to  put  him  in  mind  of 
it;  and  the  greatest  part  of  them  has  been 
lost,  or  perhaps  destroyed  in  a  precipitate 
burning  of  his  papers  a  few  days  before  his 
death,  which  must  ever  be  lamented :  one  small 
paper  book,  however,  entitled  "  France  H.,*' 
has  been  preserved,  and  is  in  my  possession. 
It  is  a  diurnal  register  of  his  life  and  observa- 
tions, from  the  10th  of  October  to  the  4th  of 
November,  inclusive,  being  twenty-six  days, 
and  shows  an  extraordinary  attention  to  va- 
rious minute  particulars.  Being  the  only  me- 
morial of  this  tour  that  remains,  my  readers,  I 
am  confident,  will  peruse  it  wita  pleasure, 
though  his  notes  are  very  short,  and  evidently 
written  only  to  assist  his  own  recollection. 


"  Tuesday,  Oct,  10.— -We  saw  the  Ecole  Mili- 
taire^  in  which  150  young  boys  are  educated 
for  the  army.  They  have  arms  of  different 
sizes,  according  to  the  age — flints  of  wood. 
The  building  is  very  large,  but  nothing  fine 
except  the  council-room — The  French  have 
large  squares  in  the  windows.  They  make 
good  iron  palisades '  —  Their  meals  are  gross.' 

^  We  visited  the  Observatory,  a  large  build- 
ing of  a  great  height.  The  upper  stones  of 
the  parapet  very  large,  but  not  cramped  with 
iron  ^ — The  flat  on  ihe  top  is  very  extensive ; 
but  on  the  insulated  part  there  is  no  parapet 


1  It  It  probable  that  the  author's  memorjr  here  deceived 
him,  and  that  he  was  thinking  of  Stella's  remark,  that  Swifi 
could  write  Aneljr  upon  a  broomstick.— J.  Boswaix,  Jun. 

s  Alludinff,  probably,  to  the  fine  uriUn  so  frrqueiit  In 
France.  He  had,  probably,  lost  seen  that  of  the  Httfl  4a 
ItMMlidegt  which  is  one  of  the  finest.  —  Caoasa 

*  The  contrary  has  been  the  general  opinion  i  and  Johnson 
was  certaltily  a  bad  Judge  in  that  point,  ti  he  betleTed  ihat  his 
own  taste  was  delicate.  —  Crokbr. 

*  There  was  neither  iron  nor  wood  used  in  any  part  of  the 
building ;  an  Iron  rail  to  the  stairs  was  afterwards  added.  — 
-.Crorju, 


—  Though  it  was  broad  enough,  I  did  not 
to  go  upon  it.  Maps  were  printing  in  one  of 
the  rooms.  — We  walked  to  a  small  convent  of 
the  fathers  of  the  oratory.'  In  the  reading- 
desk  of  the  refectory  lay  the  Lives  of  the 
Saints. 

''  Wednudavy  Oct  11.  — We  went  to  see 
Hotel  de  ChaUois  ^,  a  house  not  very  lai^^  but 
very  elegant.  One  of  the  rooms  was  gilt  to  a 
degree  Uiat  I  never  saw  before.  The  upper 
part  for  servants  and  their  masters  was  pretty. 

*'  Thence  we  went  to  Mr.  Monvil'a,  a  house 
divided  into  small  apartments,  furnished  with 
effeminate  and  minute  elegance  —  Porphyry. 

'*  Thence  we  went  to  St.  Boque*s  [kof^'\ 
church,  which  is  very  large.  The  lowcrpart 
of  the  pillars  incrusted  with  marble.  Three 
chapels,behind  the  high  altar ;  the  last  a  mass 
of  low  arches.    Altars,  I  believe,  all  ronnd. 

"  We  passed  through  Ptaee  de  Vendamte^  a 
fine  square  [octa^n],  about  as  bi^  as  Hanover- 
square.  Inhabited  by  the  high  families. 
Louis  XIV.  on  horsebadc  in  the  middle. 

^'Monville  is  the  son  of  a  farmer-generiL 
In  the  house  of  ChaUais  is  a  room  funuahed 
with  japan,  fitted  up  in  Europe. 

''We  dined  with  Socage ^  the  Marquis 
Blanchetti,  and  his  lady  —  llie  sweetmeats 
taken  by  the  Marchioness  Blanchetti,  after  ob- 
serving that  they  were  dear  —  Mr.  Le  Roy, 
Count  Manucci,  the  abb^  the  prior  %  and 
Father  Wilson,  who  stayed  with  me  till  I  took 
him  home  in  the  coach — Bathiani  is  gone. 

'*  The  French  have  no  laws  for  the  main- 
tenance of  their  poor  —  Monk  not  necessarily 
a  priest  —  Benedictines  rise  at  four;  are  at 
church  an  hour  and  half ;  at  church  again  half 
an  hour  before,  half  an  hour  afler,  dinner  ;  and 
again  from  half  an  hour  after  seven  to  eight  — 
Tney  may  sleep  eight  hours  —  Bodilv  labour 
wanted  in  monasteries  —  The  poor  taken  into 
hospitals,  and  miserably  kept  —  Mnifc-p  in  the 
convent  fifteen :  accounted  poor. 

''  Thuraday,  Oct.  12.  —  We  went  to  the  Go- 
belins — Tapestry  makes  a  good  picture  —  imi- 
tates flesh  exactly  —  one  piece  with  a  gM 
ground  —  the  birds  not  exactly  coloured  — 
Thence  we  went  to  the  kins's  cabinet;  Tery  neat, 
not,  perhaps,  perfect — gold  ore — candles  of  the 
candle-tree — seeds — woods — Thence  to  Gag- 
nier*s^  house,  where  I  saw  rooms  nine,  furnished 
with  a  profusion  of  wealth  and  elegance  which 
I  never  had  seen  before  —  vases  —  pictures  — 
the  dragon  china —  The  lustre  is  said  to  be  of 
crystal,  and  to  have  cost  3,500/.  —  The  whole 


a  kind  of  Ijricc* 


*  A  conrent  close  to  the  Obsenratory. 

in  bOSplUl  —  CROS.RR. 

*  Probably  tire  Hotel  of  the  Duke  da 
corner  of  the  Rue  de  Greoelle  and  the  Bottlcvard 
▼alidrs.—  Croker. 

7  Madame  Du  Boeag«.    SeeposI,  p.  469l  n.  S. — C: 

>  Who  the  abhk  was  does  not  Kp\rtmr,  but  th«  ochcrs  « 

members  of  the  English   Benedictine  conrent 

Crokrr.    The  then  prior  of  the  BngUah 

named  Co»lev.^  MaRKLand. 

*  Perhaps  Cagnv.  inteiidant  des  Finances*  vko  had  s 
house  In  the  Bue  de  Varennes.  —  CniMtnu 
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fbrnittire  said  to  haye  cost  1 25,b00/.  —  Damask 
hangings  covered  with  pictures  —  Porphyry — 
Thiji  house  struck  me  —  Then  we  waited  on 
tiie  Udies  to  MonTille*8  —  Captain  Irwin  with 
u '  —  *  Spain  —  County  towns  all  be^zars  — 
'At  Dijon  he  could  not  find  the  way  to^rleans 
*— Cross  roads  of  France  very  bad — Five 

*  aoldiers — Woman  —  Soldiers  escaped — The 

*  colonel  would  not  lose  five  men  for  the  death 

*  of  one  woman  —The  maffistrate  cannot  seize  a 

*  soldier  but  by  the  coloncus  permission —  Good 

*  inn  at  Nismes  —  Moors  oi  Barbary  fond  of 
*■  Englishmen  — Gibraltar  eminentlv  healthy ;  it 
'lu^Leeffrom  Barbary — ^There  is  a  large  warden 
'—  Soldiers  sometimes  fidl  from  the  rock.* 

*"  Friday,  Oct.  13.  —  I  stajred  at  home  all 
da/,  only  went  to  find  the  prior,  who  was  not 
at  borne  —  I  read  something  in  Canus.* — Nee 
admiror^  nee  nadtum  laudo. 

""Sainrday.  Oct.  14.— We  went  to  the  house 
df  M.  [D*l  Argenson,  which  was  almost  wain- 
tootted  witn  lodLing-glasses,  and  covered  with 
r^^ld— Tne  lady's  closet  wainscotted  with  large 
{"{uarcs  of  glass  over  punted  paper  —  They 
klirar^  place  mirrors  to  reflect  their  rooms. 

**  tlien  we  went  to  Julien*6  ^  the  treasurer 
of  the  clervy  —  30,000/.  a  year  —  The  house 
luu  no  ?ery  large  room,  but  is  set  with  mirrors, 
ud  covered  with  gold  —  Books  of  wood  here, 
lad  In  another  library. 

**At  Df  Argenson's]  I  looked  into  the  books 
ia  the  laiVs  closet,  and  in  contempt  showed 
titm  to  Mr.  T[hndc]  —  *  Prince  Uti  ♦ ;  Bibl. 

>  IV  jHi  of  thfc  pttfagraph  appMri  to  be  a  rainuie  of 
H«i  vw  tr>fcl  \rf  Cftpcmin  Irwta.  —  Bonmx.  And  1  have 
a«H^«i  laarked  It  aa  qpotation.^CaoKa. 

'  Mrkhlor  Canua,  a  criebrated  Spanlih  Domlolcan,  who 
*>^  «  Toledo,  In  IhBO.  Be  wrote  a  treatise  **  D^  Locit 
Aootaflcto.**  In  twelvo  books. "  Boawau..  Hw  was  cele- 
k>«c/4  Utt  Ike  beauty  of  bis  LaUnltj :  **  Melchlor  Canus 
^Ut  I^ia  comme  Cloeroo.*'~Vlgiieul.MarTimana, 
<«^  i  p.  |«|. .  Caoass. 

'  N  4>  «t.  JuUro.  Rcoovear-gioiral  da  Clergi — CaoKia. 

*  TV  Hitiorf  of  Prfnee  7m  was  lald  to  be  the  muto- 
^•pka  of  Ptaderick  Prlnee  of  Wales,  but  was  probabl/ 
•'n«n  W  Balph.  his  secretanr.  See  Park's  Roj.  and 
^'' ■  intii .  vol.  L  p.  171 .  —  C  ,  1831 .   On  this  note  Mr.  Ma- 


OBUr  •«;•  hi  Us 


A  more  absurd  note  never  was 


rnud  Tb«i  *  Hlstoiy  of  Prince  Tltl/  to  which  Mr.  Cro- 
ur  rrfcn.  whether  written  bf  Prince  Frederick  or  bj  Ralph. 
—  tftum/g  ne^erpmMthei.    If  Mr.  Croker  had  taken  the 


|f»i>i»  tofv^  with  attention  tha  very  passaae  In  Park's 

loritjr," 
•«en  thai  the  MS.  was  given  up  to  the  Government  ( 


^  ••4  X.  Amhora.  w 
ksf*  Msn  fkM  th»  M 


hich  he  dies  as  his  aath< 


,  he  would 


*^  Mr  Macautay  «Ma.  that  t&ere  Is  no  hUtoiy  of  Prince  Tlti. 
W  lU  fiUry  tale  so  called  In  the  Magatim  4e§  Bttfmu,"  Ac. 
V-MT.  crery  Item,  grant  and  small,  of  this  statement.  Is  a 
^"■^^  «r  worse;  sono  of  which,  as  relating  to  a  curious  point 
tf  liM«rj  Uttory.  It  semis  worth  while  to  correct.  A  book  of 
•u  ucia  Mi  naWiskad  hi  Paris,  in  1735.  and  re-published 
h  rn,  oader  tho  Utio  of  Httioin  4tt  PHmee  Titi,  A  (Kr- 
^^t  R  '«Vfl<r)  «  and  there  Is  a  copy  of  It  In  the  Museum ; 
mi  t«e  Eacttsb  tr«a«lalloos  were  advertised  in  the  Oentie' 
*m'f  jad  the  T»m^m  MagaxtmeB  for  February  1736,  one  of 
'^^  vith  thl«  tttSe:  **  Tkt  HtUory  ^ Prineg  Ttti ;  a  Hopai 
^"- «  Thrtt  p0Ht.    With  ais  Kstafi  am  AUeKorkal 


*^*>H.  ewtf  •  Key.    Bg  ike  HomomrtMe  Mrt.  Stmirp,  amf 
^h  M  CWi,  wrs^  li.'*    And  It  ft  mentioned  as  pub. 


*^  ky  Twk  In  hU  note  (▼.  VM)  on  the  pa«safle  qnnted, 
*^«k.  K  Mviaa.  Mr.  Macanlay  never  read  at  all  Neither  of 
^  tontUtioM  havw  I  hsen  able  to  And  ;  but  in  the 
''^ch  work,  aaid«C  tbe  puerility  and  nonsense  of  a  very 
^■*4  hiry  tola.  It  la  clear  enough,  without  Any  keg,  that 
>?  ^^«»  TH».  King  OtmgmeU  and  Queen  TripuMsr,  are 
^«K  PtiMa  Fredrnek,  George  II.,  and  Queen  Caroline. 
^  a  aaud  la  Sartter.  and  In  a  MS.  nf>te  In  the  Musmm 
'^.  ih^tiie  work  ia  by  one  ThemiMnl  de  St.  Hyuelnthe. 
M*  airei  io  have  haaa  what  Is  called  a  bookaeller's  hack. 
■*  tnadsted  BeAtesem  Onuoe,  and  nuy  have  been  employed 


des  F^es,  and  other  books  —  She  was  offended, 
and  shut  up,  as  we  heard  afterwards,  her  apart- 
ment. 

**  Then  we  went  to  Julien  le  Roy,  the  king*s 
watchmaker,  a  man  of  character  in  ms  business, 
who  showed  a  small  clock  made  to  find  the 
longitude.    A  decent  man. 

^  Afterwards  we  saw  the  Palais  MareJumd  ^ 
and  the  courts  of  justice,  civil  and  criminal  — 
Queries  on  the  SeOette  ^  —  This  building  has 
the  old  Gothic  passages,  and  a  great  appearance 
of  antiquity.  Three  hundred  prisoners  some- 
times in  the  gaol. 

^  Much  disturbed ;  hope  no  ill  will  be.'' 

"^  In  the  afternoon  I  visited  Mr.  Freron  the 
journalist.^  He  spoke  Latin  very  scantily,  but 
seemed  to  understand  me.  Uia  house  not 
splendid,  but  of  commodious  size.  His  family, 
wife,  son  ^,  and  daughter,  not  elevated,  but  de- 
cent. I  was  pleas^  with  my  reception.  He 
is  to  translate  my  books,  which  I  am  to  send 
him  with  notes. 

^^ Sunday,  Oct.  15. — At  Choisi,  a  royal  palace 
on  the  banks  of  the  Seine,  about  7  m.  from 
Paris.  The  terrace  noble  along  the  river.  Tbe 
rooms  numerous  and  grand,  but  not  discrimi- 
nated from  other  palaces.  The  chapel  beautiful, 
but  small  —  China  globes — inlaid  tables  — 
labyrinth  —  sinking  table  ^^ — toilet  tables. 

''  Monday,  Oct.  16.  —  The  PaUiis  Boyal  very 
^rand,  large  and  lofty — A  very  great  collec- 
tion of  pictures —  three  of  RaphaeT — two  Holy 
Family — one  small  piece  of  M.  Angelo  —  one 

to  translate  or  edite  Primee  Titi  hi  Paris ;  but  bv  whomsoever 
written,  the  work  Is  extant  The  MS.  delivered  up  by 
Ralph's  executor,  twentv  years  later  (not  to  the  Government, 
as  Mr.  MacauLqr  states,  but)  to  the  Prince's  widow,  may  have 
been  the  (perhaps  garbled)  original  from  which  the  French 
edition  was  nnde,  or.  more  probably,  a  continuation  of  the 
work  to  a  later  period  of  that  Prince's  UCs.  I  do  not  how- 
aver  believe  that  the  work  published  In  1735  could  have  been 
written  by  Ralph.  It  Is  too  puerile  i  and  Ralph  could  hardly 
have  been  so  early  In  the  Prince's  conOdence :  but  It  seems 
probable  that  the  work  was  exhibited  purposely  on  tbe  lady's 
table,  in  the  expectation  that  her  English  visitors  would 
think  it  a  literary  curiosity,  which,  indeed.  It  has  proved 
to  be ;  for  Dr.  Johnson  seems  not  to  have  known  what  it 
was,  and  Mr.  Macaulay  boldly  deniea  Its  very  existence.  — 
CaoKBB,  IS46. 

*  It  was  not  quite  correct  to  apply  the  name  of  Pa/a/it 
Marekand  to  the  whole  of  that  vast  building  called  generally 
th**  PmlaiM,  which  from  belni  the  old  Paiace  of  th<*  kings  of 
France  bad  ( like  our  own  Palace  of  Westminster)  become 
appropriated  to  the  sittings  of  the  parliament  and  the  courts 
of  justice  s  and  the  Condergerie  of  that  palace  (like  the  Gale, 
home  of  ours)  became  a  prison.  The  Palat»  Mtnckaml  was 
properly  only  tlie  stalls  (like  wh^  are  now  called  b€aattr$) 
which  were  placed  along  some  of  the  galleries  and  corridors 
of  the  Paiai».—C,  1830.  They  have  been  all  swept  away  in 
Luuls  l*blllppe*s  restoration  of  the  Palais.  —Cboxbe,  IS46. 

*  The  SeiuUe  wu  a  stool  on  which  the  criminal  sat  while 
ha  was  Interrofated  by  tbe  court, — a  remnant  of  the  old 
**  fttoUem. "  This,  I  suppose,  b  what  Johnson  means  by 
**  auerles."  —  Caoaxa. 

'  This  passage,  which  so  nuuy  think  superstitious,  re- 
minds me  of  **  Archbishop  Laud's  Diary.**—  Boswbi.l.  It. 
perhaps,  had  no  superstitious  meaolag.  He  felt,  it  would 
seem,  his  mind  disturbed,  and  mar  naturally  have  been 
apprehensive  of  becoming  worse.  —  Caoaaa. 

'  The  celebrated  antagonist  of  Voltaire.  ~-  Caoxia. 

*  Stanislaus,  the  infamous  revolutloolst.  Buonaparte  gave 
blm  an  employment  at  St.  Domingo,  probably  to  get  rid  of 
bim  I  and  he  died  there.  —  Caoxia.  IMS. 

">  A  round  table,  the  centre  of  which  descended  by  ma- 
chinery to  a  lower  floor ;  so  that  supper  might  be  served  and 
removed  without  the  presence  of  servants.  It  was  inreitted 
by  Louis  XV.  during  tha  Civour  of  Madame  duBarrl.— 

CaOBBB. 
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room  of  Rubens — I  thought  the  pictures  of 
Raphael  fine. 

''  The  Thuilleries  —  Statues :  Venus — Mn. 
and  Anchises  in  his  arms — Nilus  —  many 
more — The  walks  not  open  to  mean  jyersons 
— Chairs  at  night  hired  for  two  sons  a  piece — 
Font  toumant^ 

"Austin  Nuns* — Grate — Mrs.  Permor', 
abbess  —  She  knew  Fope»  and  thought  him 

disagreeable — Mrs. has  manj  books — 

has  seen  life — Their  frontlet  disagreeable  — 
Thdr  hood  —  Their  life  easr  —  &ise  about 
five;  hour  and  half  in  chapel — Dine  at  ten 
— Auother  hour  and  half  m  diapel;  half  an 
hour  about  three,  and  half  an  hour  more  at 
seven  —  four  hours  in  chapel  —  A  large  gar- 
den — Thirteen  pensbners  ^  —  Teachers  com- 
plained. 

**  At  the  Boulevards  saw  nothing,  jet  was 
elad  to  be  there — Rope-dancing  and  farce — 
Kgg  dance  —  H.B.  Near  Pans,  whether  on 
we3c-da/s  or  Sundays,  the  roads  empty. 

«'  7W«fay,  Oct.  17.  — At  the  BaUat  Mar^ 
dknd  I  bought — 


A  snuffbox'  -    - 


Table  book     -    - 
3p[pMr] 


S4lii 
6 

IS 
18 


[Xrvm]  63 — 22. 12t.  €d.  sterling. 

"We  heard  the  lawyers  plead — JV".  As 
many  killed  at  Paris  as  there  are  days  in  the 
year — Chatnbre  de  queitian^  —  Toumelle  at 
the  Palais  Marchand' — An  old  venerable 
building. 

**  The  Palais  Bourbon,  belonging  to  the 
Prince  of  Cond^  —  Only  one  small  wing  shown 
— lofty  —  splendid — gold   and    glass — The 

>  Befoi«  th«  revotadoo,  th«  pusace  from  the  garden  of 
the  Thuilkrin  Into  the  Flmee  Lomu  XF.  wm  over  ajwnl 
tommmmit  n  kln4  of  draerbrUtft.  It  was  the  loeae,  Che  daj 
before  the  takluf  of  the  Baitne.  of  Che  fine  oolllaion  becweea 
the  people  and  the  troop*  undarthe  Prinoe  deLambesc— 
Chosm. 

s  The  BnglUh  eoDTent  of  Noire  Dmm  de  5Km,  of  the 
order  of  St.  AofuHiiM,  ritnated  in  the  Bue  det  Fosi^a  St. 
Victor.  ^  CMNcee. 

>  The  nleee  of  Arabella  Fermor.  the  BeUmia  6t  the  R.ipe 
of  Che  Lodk.  ~  Cnoua.  ISM.  Johnaon  mentlona  her  In  his 
Life  of  Pope:  **  Whether  all  thfa  be  true  I  have  loaiedoabt, 
for  at  Parla,  a  few  eeara  ago,  a  nlooe  of  Mrt.  Fermor,  who 
pretided  in  an  Bngllsh  eonvent,  aMotloned  Pope't  work 
[The  Rape  of  the  Lock]  with  very  lUtle  gratitude,  rather  a* 
an  Insalt  than  an  honour  t  and  the  nujr  be  suppoeed  to  have 
inherited  the  opinion  of  the  family.*'  —  P.  CmtmnOHAM. 

«  Yoang  ladlea.  who  paid  for  their  education.  Before  the 
ravolutioD,  there  were  no  hoarding  ichooli,  and  all  young 
ladies  were  educated  in  the  eoareata.  —  Caoan. 

*  This  box  wa*  a  present  for  M laa  Porter,  and  not  for  his 
own  use.  —  Ceokbu  1846. 

*  This  was  ooe  of  the  roons  of  the  Cbecfcrfgrto,  where  Ib 
fsmtfee—  torture — was  appHed.  ->  Caosm. 

'  The  word  TamrmelU  deslgoatad  that  portion  of  the  par- 
Uament  of  Paris  which  tried  crimind  causes,  and  part  of  the 
PalaU  in  which  they  sat.  ~  Caoaia. 

•  Tlie  greedsew  was  the  cel«brated  ad  unfortmiataDttke 
d'Bnghien,  bom  in  1T7S,  murdered  tn  tSIM.  The  fkther, 
"  resies  Infortune^  d«  plus  bean  sang  du  monde,**  stiU  lires 
under  his  former  title  of  Doe  ds  Boorboo —  Cboku,  100. 
Be  died  In  Aug.  lUO,  under  moat  melancholy  dreomstanoes. 
~~  Caoaaa.  INI. 

•  His  tender  allhction  for  his  departed  wife,  of  which  there 
are  many  evidences  In  his  **  Prayers  and  Meditations,**  ap- 


pears Trry  feelinglv  in  tAts  passage.  —  Boswbll. 
10  This  obaervatloo.  which  Johnson  afterwards  repeats,  was 


hi 


hich  he 
divided  \m 
the 


BO  It  naMt  fee 

middle  rank ;  hot  not  ossly  Jm  the 


onlbundtd,  hi  the  sense 

IL     France  was.  #e 

the  dergg,  the  nakU»,  and 

said  that  there  was  no  au...^  ..».. 

theomical  constitution  of   society  tin 

England,  but  so  did  lu  practical  details. 

the  p«rr«  of  Prance,  who  had  scats  isid  votees  ha  tke 

ment,  but  they  were  of  little  weight  as  a  political 

the  smalloess  of  their  nn  "hers,  and  because  their 

had  only  eooCinued     lo  be  wfcnt  we  tlitl  cai 

«p«r/.  and  had  lost  Its  legfalmt^  functioM  %— 

noMessr—  the  gtnUIMomnmet  —  answering  to  oor 

the  middle  classes  of  society,  composed  or  tiie 

lawyers,  mcdtcaJ  men.  inferior  clergy,  Blefnry 

chants,  artisu,    manufoctnrers,  noCaj ' 

short,  an  those  who  In  every  country — — 

classes,  and  they  undoubtedly  existaa  in  Franoa  te  their  dna 
proportion  to  the  gentrr  on  oneliand,  and  Cb*  ■  net  im 
classes  on  the  other.  Jonnson's  remark  Is  the  acrai^er.  be- 
cause H  would  seem  that  his  acqualntaoee  while  in  Parte  w« 
almost  esdttslvrly  with  persons  of  this  mMldSr  ettme  s  bat  It 
must  be  observed,  that  his  Intorcourse  and  his 
sources  of  Informatlun  were  not  extensive,  lira 
to  bim,  tallUng  of  the  progress  of  reflneosent  of 
England,  *'  I  much  wonder  whether  this 
spread  all  over  the  continent,  or  wiiethcr  it  is 
own  Island :  when  we  were  m  JVi 

/ 


"  l*his  building,  which  stood  fai  the 
was  a  kind  of  RaneUgh,  and  was  deatreyed 
—  CaoKSK. 

IS  Perhaps  M.  J.  L.  BranaC.  a  eel 
Caonta. 

»  It  was  the  custom  pieiluus  to  court 
an  oAoer  waited  on  the  persons  to  be  ' 
them  in  tlie  formsL    Johnson's  saupfos 


battles  of  the  great  Cond^  are  pMnted  in  one 
of  the  rooms  —  Hie  present  pnnoe  a  grmd- 
sire  at  thirty-nine.' 

"  The  sight  of  palaces,  and  other  great 
buildinss,  leaves  no  rerj  distinct  inagcsi  un- 
less to  mose  who  talk  of  them— As  I  entered, 
my  wife  wss  in  my  mind';  she  wonid  hare 
been  pleased.  Having  now  nobody  to  pleaae» 
I  am  little  pleased. 

^N.B.  In  France  there  is  no  middle  rank.** 

"  So  many  shops  open,  that  Sunday  is  little 
distin^nushed  at  Paris — The  palaces  of  Louvre 
and  Thuilleries  granted  out  in  lodginga. 

**  In  the  Falais  de  Baturhou^  ^t  globes  c£ 
metal  at  the  fire-place. 

"  The  French  oeds  commended — Much  of 
the  marble  only  paste. 

*'  The  Colosseum  "  a  mere  wooden  building 
at  least  much  of  iL 

**  Wednemia^,  Oct,  18.— We  went  to  Fen- 
tainebleau,  which  we  found  a  huge  mean  town, 
crowded  with  people — The  forest  thick  with 
woods,  very  extensive — Manucei  [poal,  p.  524.]  J 
secured  us  lodgings — The  appearance  of  the  ' 
coimtry  pleasant  —  no  hills,  tew  streama,  only  * 
one  hedge — I  remember  no  ch^tels  nor  croas^ 
on  the  road — Pavement  still,  and  rows  of  trees. 

**  N.B.  Nobody  but  mean  people  walk  in 
Paris. 

"*  Thuriday,  Oct  19. — At  court  we  saw  the 
apartments  —  The  king's  bed-chamber  and 
council-chamber  eztremdy  splendid  —  Per- 
sons of  all  ranks  in  the  external  rooms  through 
which  the  family  passes — servants  and  masters 
— Brunet "  with  us  the  second  time. 

**  The  introductor  came  to  us — chnL  to  aw 
— Presenting  —  I  bad  scruples  ^ — Not  xkeccs- 
sary — We  went  and  saw  tne  kin^  and  oucen 
at  dinner — We  saw  the  other  ladies  at  dinner 
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(  — Madime  Slisabetky  with  the  Frinceis  of 
Gaimeo^— At  nicht  we  went  to  &  comedy — 
,  IneitiierMWDorhewd  —  Drunken  women  — 
Mtl  T.  preferred  one  to  tlie  other. 

**  Friia^^  Oct  20.  — ^We  nw  the  queen  mount 
in  the  forest  —  Brown  habit;  rode  aaide:  one 
Ulj  rode  uide '  —  The  qtteen*B  horve  light 
/>ra/~nMrtiqgale — She  geUoped  —  We  then 
went  to  the  apertmentai  and  admired  them  — 
Tbeo  waodered  through  the  IMlace — In  the 
puaj^es,  «ullfl  and  ahops  —  Painting  in  freaco 
bT  t  great  maater,  worn  mit  —  We  aaw  the 
kinjr's  horaes  and  doga — The  doga  almoet  all 
fog/ith— d^nerate— Thehoraea  not  much 
ooauaended  —  The  aftaUea  cool;  the  kennel 
filth;. 

**  At  nicht  the  ladiea  went  to  the  opera — 
I  refused,  out  should  have  been  welcome. 

^  The  king  fed  himaelf  with  hia  lefit  hand  as 
we. 

**&hpt%,  Oct  21,— In  the  nieht  I  got 
rouKl^  We  came  home  to  Paria~-I  think  we 
dftl  not  eee  the  chapel  —  Tree  broken  b j  tbe 
vind^The  French  chairs  made  all  of  boarda 
(Miated.' 

"*  X  B.  Soldien  at  the  court  of  justice  ^  — 
SnVlien  not  amenable  to  the  magistrates — 
DijoQ  women.  ^ 

*"  F^^  in  the  palace — ^Eyerj thing  alovenly, 
<x6epi  in  the  cnief  rooma  —  Treea  in  the 
rMd«,  loine  tall,  none  old,  man/  yery  joung 
ladnaalL 

**  lfomen*s  aaddlea  aeem  ill  made — Queen*8 
bridle  woTcn  with  ailrer — Taga  to  atnke  the 
kuie. 

'^ Sndag^  OcL^.  —  To  Veraaillea.  a  mean  ' 
tovn  ~  CarriM^ea  of  business  passing  —  Mean 
^^  aninat  t&  wall  —  Our  waj  lay  through 
^e,  vnere  the  China  manufacture — Wooden 
^^  at  SdTe,  in  the  waj  to  Yeraaillea  — 
Tbe  ;ialace  of  great  extent — The  front  long ; 
f^w  it  not  perfectly — The  Menagerie  — 
UfBeta  dark;  wdr  black  feet ;  on  the  ground; 
Une— Halcyoaa*  or  gnalls  ~  Stag  and  hind, 
!*^ — Anary,  yery  laxse ;  the  net,  wire  — 
B;ick  stag  of  China,  smafi  ^  Rhinooeroa,  the 
^  broten  and  pared  away,  which,  I  auppoae, 
*<&ffnnr;thebAaisL  I  think,  four  incheaacroaa; 
•he  dun  fokb  like  iooae  doth  doubled  otver  his 


*«*ll  b  m  cdvMtto  wmanXij  iMlatod  w  to  pfwcal  at 
I  iaoM  mIt  who  iMd  bMB  pimaNd  to  CMr 
B  M  bomm.  iotmmm  bad  um*r  bMnwiMidy 
OMTga  111..  Iboagb  b*  had  bid  that  bonour 
'  f  *«to.  and  m«T.  tiMfaAirB,  bava  antortalnad  templet 
r^W  ka  WM  mtHOmd  to  ba  pfvaaatod  to  tba  Kiag  of 
'"•'» .  b«  TbiTiT  aiiMlaa  vara  la  Uilt  caaa  not  aaeas- 
•wr  tt«  nal»  em»kftu%  o«ily  tojbnmmlmretemiaihns  at  eoort, 

idioa.    ^ 


^  «•  adMkatoB  »•  aaa  tba  btoit 

''«•  rr«4Mbly  aaaas  tiiat  iba  quaen  waa  attradad  hj 
«•«  •#  \Mf^  vIm  aUo  rod»  atlda  (  and  mot  that  ooa  feasala 
■"fki««  ra4c  to.  wblto  other  ladin  roda  aatrida — Caosaa. 
'  <  ■ihij.  ao  doobl,  that  Umj  vara  not  of  cadar,  abooj, 
yy^vutf.  bat  of  aooa  nwanar  wood,  coloartd  ovar ;  a 
^-  1  wtitdi  bod  aoc  M  raachad  SaRtand.  —  Ciosia. 

*  TV  -uririaimrfr  waa  potted  at  tba  nataa  of  tba  conrtt 

dl<dpUoa  traa  laakitalnad  bf 

I  of  tbo  oaiirt.  —  Cmkib. 
'  w •««;. p.M\.  —  Bcawtix. 

*  H^  I,  aaiM  ariatAo;  prabafeir  fram  daf^ct  af  fifht. 


body,  and  cross  hia  hipa ;  a  vaat  animal,  though 
young;  aa  big,  perhaps,  aa  four  oxen  —  The 
young  elephant,  with  his  tuska  just  appearing 
—  The  brown  bear  put  out  his  paws  —  all  very 
tame— The  lion — The  tigers  I  did  not  weU 
view  —  The  camel,  or  dromedary,  with  two 
bunches  called  the  Huguin^,  taller  than  any 
horse — Two  camels  with  one  bunch  —  Among 
the  birds  was  a  pelican,  who  being  let  out, 
went  to  a  fountain,  and  swam  about  to  catch 
fish  —  his  feet  well  webbed ;  he  dipped  his 
head,  and  turned  his  }ong  bill  sideways  —  he 
caufl^t  two  or  three  fish,  but  did  not  eat  them. 
^Trianon  is  a  kind  of  retreat  appendant  to 
Yersailles  —  It  has  an  <^ien  portico ;  the  pave* 
ment,  and,  I  think,  the  piUars,  of  marble — 
There  are  many  rooms,  which  I  do  not  dis- 
tincdy  remember  —  A  table  of  porphyry, 
about  five  feet  long,  and  between  two  and 
three  broad,  given  to  Louis  XIV.  by  the  Vene- 
tian state — Li  the  council-room  almost  all  that 
was  not  door  or  window  was,  I  think,  looking- 
glass— Little  Trianon  is  a  small  palace  like  a 
gent]eman*s  house  —  The  upper  floor  paved 
with  brick' — Little  Vlenne  —  The  court  b  ill 
paved — The  rooms  at  the  top  are  small,  fit  to 
soothe  the  imagination  with  privacy  —  In  the 
front  of  Versailles  are  small  basins  of  water 
on  the  terrace,  and  other  basins,  I  think,  below 
them — There  are  little  courts — The  great 
gallery  is  wainscotted  with  mirrors  not  very 
Guge,  but  joined  by  frames— I  suppose  the 
large  {Jates  were  not  yet  made — Tne  play- 
house was  very  large*  —  The  chapel  ^  I  do  not 
remember  if  we  saw — We  saw  one  chapel,  but 
I  am  not  certain  whether  there  or  at  Trianon 
— The  foreign  office  paved  with  bricks  ([tiles] 
— The  dinner  half  a  louis  each,  and«  I  think,  a 
louis  over— -Mone^  given  at  menagerie,  three 
Uvres ;  at  palace,  six  livres. 

JOHNSON  TO  LEVETT. 

••raria.  Oct.  S.  177b. 
■•  DsAS  Sta,  <—  We  are  adil  bcKb  eommenly  very 
busy  in  looking  about  ua.  We  have  been  to-day 
ftt  VeiaaiUaB.  You  have  tean  it,  and  1  ahall  not 
dtaeribe  it.  We  came  yesterday  from  Fontainbleau, 
where  the  oourt  is  now.  We  went  to  aee  the  king 
and  %uesn  at  dinner,  and  the  queen  was  lo  im- 


•  Tbia  apltbaC  ibonld  be  appHed  to  tUi  aalnal  with  one 


Jaapltb 
«Baa 


7  Tba  ttppar  Soon  of  most  bouaaa  in  Franco  ara  tUad.  ~ 
CaoKBi. 

•  That  m^niSeanC  bol1dlnff,wbtch  waa  both  a  tbeatroaad 
A  ball-rooak  It  wm  rarely  uacd  \  Iho  llgblkig  and  otbav  ex. 
panaet  for  a  tlacle  night  bring  1004)00  franca.  It  ii  celebrated 
in  the  Hiatory  or  the  Rovolutlon  m  the  toeaa  of  tba  enter- 
talanaot  ghao  to  tha  Gardet  da  Corpa  on  tba  lu  of 
Octobar,  17^9;  of  which  Innocent  and,  indeed,  laudable 
taaclmoojr  of  attaehmeot  between  them  and  their  unhappjr 
lovordgna.  tba  reh**ls,  bj  nlireprateiitatloo*  and  calum- 
niaa,  made  ao  •erioua  an  aa«lr.  ^  •*  When  at  VeriaiUaa," 
Mjs  Mrs.  Ploatl,  **  the  people  •bowed  ut  tba  tbeatrr.  At 
we  itood  on  the  atage,  looking  at  auaM   ouchloarjr  for 


ob^ervatkmi.   It  li,  both  externoilv  4nd  Intaroallf ,  ana  of  the 
moat  rrmarkabia  objccu  of  VaraaOaa.—  Caoaaa. 
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picMtd  by  Miss  S  that  she  sent  one  of  the  gentle- 
men to  inquire  who  she  was.  I  find  all  true  that 
you  have  ever  told  meat  Paris.  Mr.  Thrale  is 
▼cry  liberal,  and  keeps  us  two  coaches,  and  a 
▼ery  fine  table ;  but  I  think  our  coukery  very  bad. 
Mrs.  Thrale  got  into  a  convent  of  English  nuns, 
and  I  talked  with  her  through  the  grate,  and  I  am 
▼ery  kindly  used  by  the  Englbh  Benedictine  friars. 
But  upon  the  whole  I  cannot  make  much  ac- 
quaintance here ;  and  though  the  churches,  palaces, 
and  some  private  bouses  are  very  magnificent, 
there  is  no  very  great  pleasure  after  having  seen 
many,  in  seeing  more ;  at  least  the  pleasure,  what- 
ever it  be,  must  some  time  have  an  end,  and  we 
are  banning  to  think  when  we  shall  come  home. 
Mr.  Thrale  Mlculates  that  as  we  left  Streatham  on 
the  15th  of  September,  we  shall  see  it  again  about 
the  15th  of  November. 

**  I  think  I  had  not  been  on  this  side  of  the  sea 
five  days  before  I  found  a  sensible  improvement  in 
my  health.  1  ran  a  race  in  the  rain  tliis  day,  and 
b€»U  Baretti  Baretti  u  a  fine  fellow,  and  speaks 
French,  I  think,  quite  as  well  as  English. 

**  Make  my  compliments  to  Mrs.  Williams ;  and 
give  my  love  to  Francis ;  and  tell  my  friends  that 
I  am  not  lost  I  am.  dear  Sir,  your  affectionate 
humble,  &c,  Sam.  Johmsom.** 

^  Monday^  Oct.  23.  —  Last  night  I  wrote 
to  Levett  —  We  went  to  see  the  looking- 
glasses  wrought — They  come  from  Nor- 
mandy in  cast  plates,  perhaps  the  third  of  an 
inch  thick  —  At  Pans  they  are  ground  upon 
a  marble  table,  by  rubbinff  one  p|ftte  upon 
another  with  ^tt  between  them — The  yanous 
sands,  of  which  there  are  said  to  be  five,  I 
could  not  leam  —  The  handle,  by  which  the 
upper  glass  is  moved,  has  the  form  of  a  wheel, 
wnidh  may  be  moTed  in  all  directions  — The 
plates  are  sent  up  with  their  surfaces  ground, 
but  not  polished,  and  so  continue  till  uey  are 
b«^ken,  lest  time  should  spoil  Che  surface,  as 
we  were  told  —  Those  that  are  to  be  polished 
are  laid  on  a  table  covered  with  several  thick 
cloths,  hard  strained,  that  the  resutance  may 
be  equal :  they  are  then  rubbed  with  a  hand 
rubber,  held  down  hard  by  a  contrivance 
which  I  did  not  well  understand  — The  powder 
which  is  used  last  seemed  to  me  to  be  iron 
dissolved  in  aquafortis;  they  called  it,  as 
Baretti  said,  mare  de  Veau  forUy  which  he 
thought  was  drm  —  They  mentioned  vitriol 
and  saltpetre  —  The  cannon  ball  swam  in  the 
quicksilver  — To  silver  them,  a  leaf  of  beaten 
tin  is  laid,  and  rubbed  with  quicksilver,  to 
which  it  unites  —  Then  more  quicksilver  is 
poured  upon  it,  which,  by  its  mutual  [attraction] 
rises  very  high — Then  a  paper  is  laid  at  the 
nearest  end  of  the  plate,  over  which  the  glass 
is  slided  till  it  lies  upon  the  plate,  having 


I  Miu  Thrale.  —  Bo«wbi.l. 

•  The  Hdlel  d«  Vllle.  ~  CsoKSS. 

*  SanUfTe.    the  detetCable  rufflnn  who  a*lerwanlt  eofu 
tfoeC*^  LnubXVI.    tn  the  tciffild,  and  comniAnded  the 
CrooM  that  guarded  It  durlof  h'l  murder.  —  Mauwe. 
_4  A  mUrradlnc.  I  ihlnk.  of  JohnMii't  MS.,  for  Timrmndt 

( tikri\^    I  know  of  no  work  nuitled  Dmwmmii 
I.  —  CaouB,  1S«6. 


driven  much  of  the  quicksilver  before  it— It 
is  then,  I  think,  pressed  upon  cbtk,  and  then 
set  sloping  to  (top  thesuperflnoosmemirj: 
the  slope  is  daily  heightened  towards  s  po- 
pendicular. 

**  Li  the  wi^  I  saw  the  Grdve,  the  mtyor'i 
house*, and  the  Bastile.     We  then  west  to 
Sans-terre,  a  brewer'  —  He  brews  with  iboat  \ 
as  much  malt  as  lilr.  Tlirale,  and  sells  his  beer 
at  the  same  price,  though  he  pays  bo  dutr  fcr  I 
malt,  and  little  more  tiian  half  as  ddcii  U  \ 
beer  —  Beer  is  sold  retail  at  sixpence  i  lotilf  . 

—  He  brews  4,000  barrels  a  yesr— there  irt 
seventeen  biewei's  in  Paris,  of  whom  nooe  ii  i 
supposed  to  brew  more  than  he — Beckooin;  | 
them  at  3,000  each,  they  make  51,000 1  jar 
—They  make  thdr  malt,  for  malting  iibere  do 
trade.  | 

''The  moat  of  the  Bastile  is  dry. 

*«  TVesd!^,  0€L  24.  —We  visited  the  kin;'* 
library  —  I  saw  the  iS/Mcuftaii  Humaam  SoIm- 
tUmUy  rudelv  printed,  with  ink,soaieti]De»p^<'' 
sometimes  black;  part  supposed  to  be  vit:^  , 
wooden  types,  ana  part  with  pagei  cut  c.  . 
boards.    The  Bible  supposed  to  be  oldertlua  i 
that  of  Meotz,  in  1463 ;  it  has  no  date:  itb 
supposed  to  have  been  printed  with  w<^*t 
^rpes  — I  am  in  doubt ;  the  print  is  large  uA 
fair,  in  two  folios  —  Another  book  was  ibo»:  | 
me,  supposed  to  have  been  printed  with  won6^- 
types  — I  think  DuraM  Sameimanmm^  in  li^' 

—  This  u  inferred  from  the  difference  of  f^im 
sometimes  seen  in  the  same  letter,  whi^  va^ 
be  struck  with  different  puneheooi — l'*^ 
regular  similitude  of  moat  letters  pravei  brtt/? 
that  they  are  metal  —  I  aaw  nothing  but  iW 
Speeuium^  which  I  had  not  seen,  I  think,  bf  **** 

''Thence  to  the  Sorbonne— TVe  litnn 
very  large,  not  in  lattices  like  the  kinp-' 
Marhone  and  DutomH^  q.  coDection  14  «<« 
Scriptores  de  reftas   OauieiM^  many  (sX^^ 
Histoire   OMalogimu  of  Fraaet^  9  «•»  ' 
OaUia  ChrtMtiama,  the  first  edition,  4t<>.  ** 
kstyf.,  12  vol.  — The  prior  and  libranan  a  •  • 
with    us  —  I   waited   on  them  home  —  '' 
garden  pretty,  with  covered  walks,  but  le^  • 
yet  may  hold  many  students  —  The  <]•»  to 
the  Sorbonne  are  all  equal  -^  rhoo«e  it.  «•■  » ■ 
succeed  to  vacancies — IVofii  little. 

•'  FFedbescCw,  OeC  25.  — I  went  with  tl- 
prior  to  Sl  Cloud,  to  see  Dr.  Hooke  *- ^^ ' 
walked  round  the  palace,  and  had  sitmc  u.i  - 
I  dined  with  our  whole  oompany  at  thr  n*  r  .- 
tery  —  In  the  library,  Seromd  —  Cr—  ^  - 
IV/ai,  from  Boccace —  Orafio  f^vrrrh^  •  ^ 
the  Virgin,  iVom  Petrarch  ;  Falkland  U'  r^-  ** 

—  Drjrden*s  Pre&ce  to  the  third  vol.  o(  )i  ^ 
oellames.* 


»  Second  mmi  of  Hooks,  Ike 
bonne.  —  Caoftn. 

•  He  meant,  I  aoMOM.  thai 
while  he  remained  In  ihr  I 
herdly  have  r<ietf  enr  thlnt 
curwrr  gience  tntn  BtrooM 
rerollectfon  of  KnUJaad  and 


—  C 
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"  Thinday^  Oct  26. — We  saw  the  china  at 
S^re,  cut,  glazed,  painted  —  Bellevue  *,  a 
pleasing  house,  not  great:  fine  prospect  — 
Meadon,  an  old  palace  —  Alexander,  in 
porphyry :  hollow  between  eyes  and  nose, 
thin  cheeks  —  Plato  and  Aristotle  —  Noble 
terrace  overlooks  the  town.  —  St.  Cloud  — 
Gallery  not  very  high  nor  grand,  but  pleasing 
— In  the  rooms,  Michael  Angelo  drawn  by 
bir.i-cir,  Sir  Thomas  More,Des  Cartes,  Bochart, 
Xa-udtcus,  Mazarine  —  Gilded  wainscot,  so 
common  that  it  is  not  minded  —  Gough  and 
Keeoe  —  Hooke  came  to  us  at  the  inn  —  A 
message  from  Drumgould.' 

^  Friday^   Oct.  27. — I    staid  at   home — 

Gough  and  Keene,  and  Mrs.  S ^s^  friend 

iiined  with  us  — This  day  we  began  to  have  a 
fire — The  weather  is  grown  very  cold,  and,  I 
tVrar,  has  a  bad  effect  upon  my  breath,  which 
has  grown  much  more  free  and  easy  in  this 
country. 

^SaJtwrday,  Oct,  28.  —  I  visited  the  Grand 
Chartrcuz  \  built  by  St.  Louis  —  It  is  built  for 
forty,  but  contains  only  twenty-four,  and  will 
not  m^fitiiin  more — The  friar  that  spoke  to 
US  had  a  pretty  apartment —  Mr.  Baretti  soys 
four  rooms;  I  remember  but  three  —  His 
books  seemed  to  be  French  —  His  garden  was 
teat;  he  gave  me  gn^ea  —  We  saw  the  Place 
ile  Victoire,  with  the  statues  of  the  king,  and 
the  ^iptive  nations. 

^  We  saw  the  palace  and  gardens  of  Luxem- 
boor]^.  but  the  jgallery  was  shut  —  We  climbed 
to  the  top  itaurt — I  dined  with  Colebroke  ^ 
who  had  much  company — Foote,  Sir  George 
Rodney  ^  Motteuz,  Udson,  Taaf~  Called  on 
tic  prior,  and  found  him  in  bed. 

**  Hotel — a  guinea  a  day — Coach,  three 
a  week  —  Valet  de  place,  three  1.  a 


cay — Aoanteoureur'^t  a  guinea  a  week  — 
Ordinary  dinner,  six  I.  a  h^id —  Our  ordinary 
^cTpenseQ  seems  to  be  about  ^tq  guineas  a  day 
—  Our  extraordinary  expenses,  as  diversions, 
gratoftiei,  clothes,  I  cannot  reckon — Our  tra- 


4f  Iter  vffini  Inhabited  bv  th«  kloi'f  auaU.  —  Cbokbr. 
■  r  »loa<i  Diuifold.  «B  IrltK  oAeer  m  th«  French  Mrric*. 
t  '^«i4  «l  Mr.  BorlM'i.    Tb«  Mm*,  no  doulK,  to  whom 
Lovi  LfttdtBo  adfdTMMd  t  eopj  of  TertM  begiunlns  — 

*  Dnmgold,  wboM  ttieMtort  from  AlMoo'i  ihore 
TtMtr  cDSqacrtng  ttaDdanU  to  HibemU  boro  t 
>*  no«  thf  valoor,  to  thr  couotrr  lost, 

te  tho  fbreoMMt  ranks  of  GallU*s  hoft,*'  Ac. 

Cbokbs,  1840. 

ScHdJaad,  tho  ilttor  of  Mr.  CharlM  Townlejr.  who 
to  scot  tbo  party  at  DIepfw,  and  accompaalod 
8ho  lotroduoed  them  to  Madanw  da  Bocago. 
a  HuvUtvtiom.  •  Cbokkb. 

hi  Fraoea  bat  ono  Qrartdt  Ckarirnue,  the  mo- 

^rcooMo,  founded  bf  St.  Bruno ;  to  the  18th 

«'  vktch  8c.  Looia  applied  for  an  q/f'Sei  of  the  order  to 

ariirted  to  Paria,  whfra  he  placed  them  in  his  ehiteaa 

mmrrt.  which  stood  la  the   Riie  d'En<'er.    The  good 

•  ^  rm%»  belleTed  that  the  chitaau  of  Vauvert.  before 

had  %we6  the  Caithnslans  there,  was  Aatmletf,  and 

C  waa  called  Rue  d'Enfer.  ~  Caotia. 

r  Gwrga  Coldbrooke.  a  banker  In  London,  who  had 

CtBiMi  and  taken  refoga  hi  Paris.    He  had  been  a  friend 

T  ftrUec    Ameod.  p.  88.  —  CnouB. 

•  tthmwtvA  AdmlraU  afterwarda  Lord  Rodney :  he  was 

«  Mirnad  an  account  of  pecuniary  emtMrrassmenls, 

tba  hraakmg  out  of  the  war  In  1778,  the  Marshal  Due 


< 

r  9 


veiling  is  ten  guineas  a  day  — White  stockings, 
18  1.*  — Wig —  Hat. 

**  Sunday,  Oct,  29.  —  We  saw  the  boardinz 
school  —  The  Enfam  trouves  —  A  room  with 
about  eighty-six  children  in  cradles,  as  sweet 
parlour.  —  They  lose  a  third;   take  in 


as  a 


■i^ .-. 


to  pernaps  more  than  seven  [years  old] ;  put 
them  to  trades ;  pin  to  them  the  papers  sent 
with  them — Want  nurses — Saw  their  chapel. 
Went  to  St.  Eustatia  ^ ;  saw  an  innumeraole 
company  of  girls  catechised,  in  many  bodies, 
perhaps  100  to  a  catechist  —  Boys  taught  at 
one  time,  girls  at  another  —  The  sermon :  the 
preacher  wears  a  cap,  which  he  takes  off  at  the 
name  —  his  action  uniform,  not  very  violent. 

"  Monday,  Oct  30.  —  We  saw  the  library  of 
St.  Grermain  '°  —  A  very  noble  collection  — 
Codex  Divinomm  Officiorum,  1459  —  a  letter, 
square  like  that  of  the  Officer,  perhaps  the 
same  —  The  Codex^  by  Fust  and  Gernsheym 
—  Meursius,  12  v.  fol.  —  Amadis,  in  French, 
3  vol.  fol.  —  Catbolicon  sine  colophone^  but 

of  1460  —  Two  other  editions  ",  one  by 

Augustin,  de  Civitate  Dei,  without  name,  date, 
or  place,  but  of  Fust*s  square  letter  as  it  seems. 

^  I  dined  with  Col.  Drumgould ;  had  a  pleas- 
ing afternoon. 

**  Some  of  the  books  of  St  Germain*8  stand 
in  presses  from  the  wall,  like  those  at  Oxford. 

''  Tueeday,  Oct.  31.—  I  lived  at  the  Benedic- 
tines ;  meagre  day ;  soup  meacre,  herrings,  eels, 
both  with  sauce ;  fHed  fish ;  lentils,  tasteless  in 
themselves  —  In  the  library;  where  I  found 
Maffeitie  de  Hietoria  Indeed:  Promontorium 
Jlectere,  to  double  the  Cape — I  parted  very 
tenderly  from  the  prior  and  Friar  Wilkes. 

**MaUre  dee  ArU^  2  y.^Baee.  Theol.  3  y. 
—Licentiate,  2  y.  -^Doctor  Th.  2  j.  in  all  9 
years  —  For  the  Doctorate  three  disputations, 
McQor,  Minor,  Sorhonica  ^^  SevenX  colleges 
suppressed,  and  transferred  to  that  which  was 
the  Jesuits*  College. 

"^  Wedneeday,  Nov.  1.  — We  left  Paris  — 
St  Denis,  a  large  town :  the  church  not  very 


de  Biron  seneroasly  oflhrad  him  a  loan  of  a  thousand  louf  s 
d'ors,  to  enable  him  to  return  to  take  his  part  In  the  service 
of  his  country.  —  Cbokki. 

7  There  is  a  sllsht  mistake  here.  Princes,  ambassadors, 
marshals,  and  a  few  of  the  higher  noblUtjr.  had  tomrmrg^  that 
is,  rmmnimfi  Jo^men.  The  word  aeonl-coscr^icr  is  commoni j 
used  In  a  moral  sense.  Johnson,  no  doubt,  meant  an 
aaawl-ceiii'ter  who  rode  post.  —  CaoKia. 

•  That  Is,  IStfvrrs.  Two  pair  of  white  silk  stockings 
were  probablj  purchased.  —  Malonil 

*  SI. /?a*la//ii«.-.the  parish  church  of  St.  Eustaebe.— . 
CaoKca. 

>*  St.  Germain  des  Pr^s,  the  too  celebrated  abba^r.  Its 
library  waa  said,  after  the  king's  library  at  Piiris  and  that  of 
the  Vatican,  to  be  the  richest  In  manuscripts  to  Europe.—. 
CaoaaR. 

H  I  hare  looked  In  Tain  Into  De  Bure,  Meerraan.  ICalt" 
taire,  and  other  tTpographlcal  books,  for  the  two  editions  of 
the  "  CatAoUeon  ^  whlca  Dr.  Johnson  mentions  here,  with 
fsomcff  which  1  cannot  make  out.  I  read  **  one  by  <  atminst 
one  by  ft'trdhtm,*'  I  have  deposited  the  original  MS.  in  tlie 
British  Museum,  where  the  curious  may  see  it.  My  irratrlul 
acknowledgments  are  due  to  Mr.  Planta  for  the  troutile  he 
was  pleasfid  to  ufce  In  aiding  my  reiaarehet.  —  hohvin.L. 
It  seems  that  the  MS.  was  mot  dirtied  In  Uie  Brki*h  Mu- 
seum,  at  least  It  is  not  to  be  found  there,  aor  is  It  known 
whara  It  now  It.-.  P.  CoMmmiaAM. 


466 


BOSWELL'S  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


1775. 


lanrc,  but  the  middle  aisle  is  very  loftj  and 
awiuL  On  the  left  are  chapels  built  bejond 
the  line  of  the  wall^  which  destroyed  the 
srnunetrj  of  the  sides.  The  organ  is  higher 
alMve  the  payement  than  I  have  ever  seen. 
The  gates  are  of  brass.  On  the  middle  gate  is 
the  historr  of  onr  Lord.  The  punted  windows 
are  hbtoncal,  and  said  to  be  eminentlj  beanti- 
fol — We  were  at  another  church  belonging  to 
a  eouTent,  of  which  the  portal  is  a  domie:  we 
ooold  not  enter  further,  and  it  was  almost 
dark. 

^  nmrsd^iff  Nov.  2.  --We  came  this  daj  to 
ChantJUj,  a  aeat  belonging  to  the  Prince  of 
Cond^  This  place  is  eminently  beautified  by 
all  varieties  of  waters  starting  up  in  fountains, 
fidlinff  in  cascades,  running  in  streams,  and 
spread  in  lakes.  The  water  seems  to  be  too 
near  the  house.  All  this  water  is  brought 
izom  a  source  or  river  three  leagues  off,  by  an 
artifioial  canal,  which  for  one  league  is  carried 
under  ground  —  The  house  is  magnificent — 
The  cabinet  seems  well  stocked ;  what  I  re* 
member  was,  the  jaws  of  a  hippopotamus,  and 
a  young  hippopotamus  preaerved,  which,  how- 
ever, is  so  smail,  that  I  doubt  its  reality — It 
seems  too  hairjr  for  an  abortion,  and  too  small 
for  a  mature  birth  -^  Nothioff  was  [preserved] 
in  spirits  ;allwaf  dry — Hie  dog;  the  deer;  the 
ant-b«ur  with  long  snout  —  The  toucan,  long 
broad  beak — The  stables  were  of  very  great 
length — The  kennel  had  no  scents — There  was 
a  mockery  of  a  village— Themena^erie  had  few 
animals  ^— Two  fanssana*,  or  Brazilian  weasels, 
spotted,  very  wild —  There  is  a  forest^  and,  I 
tnink,  a  park  —  I  walked  till  I  was  very  weaiy, 
and  next  morning  felt  my  feet  battered^  and 
with  pains  in  the  toes. 

^Priday^  Nov,  3. — We  came  to  Compeigne, 
a  verr  large  town,  with  a  royal  palace  built 
rouna  a  pentagonal  court — Tne  court  is  raised 
upon  vaults,  and  has,  I  suppose,  an  entry  on 
one  side  bv  a  gentle  rise  -^  Talk  of  painting  — 
The  church  is  not  very  large,  but  very  elegant 
and  splendid  —  I  had  at  first  great  difficulty  to 
walk,  but  motion  erew  continually  easier  —  At 
night  we  came  to  Noyon,  an  episcopal  citv  — 
The  cathedral  is  rerj  beautiful,  the  pillars 
alternately  Giothic  and  Corinthian  —  We 
entered   a   verv  noble    parochial    church  — 

()  Noyon  is  walled,  and  is  said  to  be  three  miles 

I    round. 

^  Saturdojf^  Nov.  4.  — We  rose  very  early. 


and  came  through  8t.  Qnintin  to  CaBbn^,  not 
long  after  three — We  went  to  an  English 
nunnery,  to  sive  a  letter  to  PaSher  Welch,  tiie 
eonfeaaor,  who  came  to  viait  us  in  the  ereoiog. 
"^SwuU^,  Nov.  5.— WesawthacMhedni 
—  It  is  verv  beautiful,  with  duDds  on  oci 

I  side.  The  choir  splendid.  The  balustnde  ii 
one  port  brass.  The  Neffyaj  high  aBdg;nnd. 

I  The  altar  silver  aa  far  as  it  ia  seen.    'IV 


1  Th«  wrHlDf  It  10  bad  li*v«,  that  tlw  mbm  oTtcrwal  of 
IK«  Mriouk  eomd  not  be  dadphorpd  wtihouc  much  nore  ac- 
auatnunce  wtth  luUunl  hUcorjr  than  I  po«aoM.  Dr.  BU(- 
wii,  witb  his  wmai  poliCMMai,  moat  nblif  tnf  ly  exaiDincd  the 
MS.  To  that  mitleman«  and  to  Dr.  Oraj.  of  the  British 
who  alto  rery  rMdiljr  aaaiated  me,  1  beg  loa««  to 

Sbatt  thanks.  *  Boowiu.. 
ua  wTiUMi  by  Johnaon,  trem  the  French  promm. 
datloa  of/MMMr.  It  ahould  be  obsorred.  thai  the  penoo 
who  ah»«rd  thli  inaniaito  waa  anlitaken  In  suMoainf  the 
AaMH#  and  tha  BrasUtao  voMel  to  he  the  aana,  th«  Jvmtu 
hainc  a  dlAtrant  animal,  and  a  oatlTe  of  Madasaacv.  I  and 
rr.  m«  one  pUu  In  Paooant**  '  SjrM|iala  of 


vestments  very  splendid — At  the  Benedik- 
tines*  church  — ** 


Here  his  Journal '  ends  abruptly.  Wbetie 
he  wrote  any  more  after  this  time,  Iknov  n«4: 
but  probably  not  much,  aa  he  arrived  in  Iclr;;- 
land  about  the  12th  of  Kovember.  TiKx 
short  notea  of  his  tour,  though  they  mtj  k«^ 
minute  taken  singly,  nmke  toeeiher  a  coD^itieT• 
able  mass  of  information,  and  exhibit  luch  ta 
ardour  of  inauiry  and  acuteness  of  exaoiiiu- 
tieo,  as,  I  believe,  are  found  in  but  few  tn>;!- 
ler^  especially  at  an  advanced  age.  Hv 
completely  refute  the  idle  notion  nhicl  i  • 
been  propaffated,  ihai  he  cemld  moi  »ee*;  ^^ 
if  he  had  ta&en  the  trouble  to  revise  and  di.^?' 
them,^  he  undoubtedly  could  have  espuiAk: 
them  into  a  verv  entertaining  narrative. 

When  I  met  nim  in  London  the  (oil  >«''*: 
year,  the  aooount  which  be  gave  me  tt  i • 
French  tour  was,  ^Sir,  I  have  seen  tli  ' 
visibilities  of  Paris,  and  around  it :  but  to  i  .• 
formed  an  acquaintance  with  the  peopic  ti- 
would  have  required  more  time  than  I  t-  ^' 
stay.    I  was  just  beginning  to  creep  bto  u  - 
quaintance  by  means  of  Colonel  Dninv<  i 
a  very  high  man.  Sir,  head  of  VEcUe  }i  •  - 
totre,  a  most  complete  character,  fur  ^  '- 
first  been  a  professor  of  rhetoric,  and  thro  '■- 
came  a  soldier.    And,  Sir,  I  was  verr  ki^ » - 
treated  by  the  English  Benedictines,  anU  U^ 
a  cell  Mpropriated  to  me  in  their  coatt&t* 

He  ooserved,  **The  great  in  France  ii««  ^"^ 
magnificently,  but  the  rest  very  nben.*- 


There  ia  no  happv  middle  state,  as  u  K;  :u: 
The  shops  of  Pans  are  mean ;  the  mcai  in  ti' 
markets  is  such  as  would  be  aeat  to  a  ^.kl  ' 
England ;  and  Mr.  Thrale  ioatly  obserrcii,  (k^ 
the  cookery  of  the  Frencn  waa  forced  b:«  i 
them  by  necessity ;  for  they  could  not  <mt  tkt^ 
meat,  unless  they  added  aome  taate  to  it  TVt 
French  are  an  indelicate  people;  thrv  mu\  ••''J 
upon  any  place.    At  Maoame  [Du  htx^ *  -^ 


*  My  woithy  aad  Infwlaaa 
by  his  aeeurafa 
make  out  maaj 
Indlatioctlr.  and 
He  vas  prlrate  aacrrtary  to 
•ork  on  tha  Anth|uttw«  of 

KiraiB  Rome,  and  rtahtaau  la 
h  neclWI.  •ut.il.  — C 

*  Mm  Hrriiolda,  »ha  haew  hi 
eontuntlj  than  Mr.  Boavell. 
•o  erry  Hrftetipe,  that  ho  coold 
ofhU 


Mr 

Dr. 


If — 


lUh^d 


laMe».aB4aB«k-«*^ 
*  Dr.  i«hMa»'»«<  >  •< 

diattofMaik  -^     ■ 
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i  liteniT  ladjr  of  rank,  ihe  footman  took  the 
nigar  in  ais  fingers,  and  threw  it  into  my  coffee. 
I  WIS  going  to  pat  it  aside ;  but  hearing  it  was 
made  on  purpose  for  me,  I  e*en  tasted  Tom's 
finders.  The  same  ladj  would  needs  make  tea 
a  VAngloUe.  The  spout  of  the  teapot  did  not 
pour  freelj;  she  bade  the  footman  blow  into  it.^ 
France  is  worse  than  Scotland  in  everj  thing 
but  climate.  Nature  has  done  more  for  the 
Ftaieh ;  but  they  have  done  less  for  themselves 
thin  the  Scotch  have  done.** ' 

It  happened  that  Foote  was  at  Paris  at  the 

Mine  time  with  Dr.  Johnson,  and  his  description 

of  my  friend  while  there  was  abundantly  ludi- 

crom.   He  told  me,  that  the  French  were  quite 

astontsbed  at  his  figure  and  manner,  and  at  his 

dress,  which  he  oostinatelj  continued  exactly 

IS  in  London ' ;  —  his  brown  clothes,  blacK 

itockinzs,  and  plain  shirt.   He  mentioned,  that 

aa  Irish  gentleman  said  to  Johnson,  ^^  Sir,  yuu 

bare  not  seen  the  best  French  players.**  John- 

M)x.    ** Players,  Sir!   I  look  on  them  as  no 

better  than  creatures  set  upon  tables  and  joint 

ftools,  to  make  faces  and  produce  laughter,  like 

(^socing  dogs.**    ^'Bat>  Sir,  you  will  allow  that 

tone  fdayers  are  better  than  others  ?  **    John- 

•M-    ''les.  Sir,  as  some  dogs  dance  better 

ibn  others.** 

While  Johnson  was  in  France,  he  was  gene- 
nllj  yery  resolute  in  speaking  Latin.  £  was 
I  maxim  with  him  that  a  man  should  not  let 
^uittlf  down  by  speaking  a  language  which  he 
■P*^  imperfectly.  Indeed,  we  must  haye  oflen 
^^<««yed  how  inferior,  how  much  like  a  child 
^  sua  appears,  who  speaks  a  broken  tongue. 
^^Vo  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  at  one  of  the  din- 
un  of  the  Royal  Academy,  presented  him  to  a 
Freoddaan  of  great  distmction,  he  would  not 
^-vi  to  speak  French,  but  talked  Latin,  though 
ki«£xceUaiey  did  not  understand  it,  owing, 
•"^iupa,  to  JohiMOii*s  English  pronunciation: 


On  ftrndkU'i  **  ReeMeeUotu'*  prcwrv*  this  itoiy  u 
^  bf  Bi  mil,  who  wi»  of  cb«  party  i  —  "  Going  on«  day 

du  Boeafe.  iho  iMfipvned  to  pro- 

whkh  Mr».  8trkUand«  who  made 

e  pour :  *  5nc0l«s,  »o^fflez,  mmdmme, 

do  Boc^a,  *  a  te  rtct^fit  bnmdMmie' 

■0  €m  pH€*    The  MfraaC  then  thiakiDf 

4Ud  not  ondentaad  what  hit  lady  saio, 

to  rwtt4w  it,  and  Mn.  Strkhlaod  had  auke 

to  pewft  hU  Mowiof  into  the  tpout.    Maoame 

all  tMa  while  bad  not  thn  least  Idea  of  its  being 

weodeivd  at  Mn.  Strkklaad'a  ttupiiL 

to  the  latter,  caught  up  the  teapot,  and 

wtib  all  her  might :  then  flodlng  it  ponr, 

•"^^  a  op  fb  trlwMh.  aad  lepaatedl;  ezcUlmed,  '  VoiliL, 

fmt  #^wa#  rUmmr  4€  mm  tkHire.*    She  had  no 

■earthing  that  abowed  the  expected 

icnckluid  to  aae  h«r  flngert  to  sweeten  the  cups. 

^nci*  ■*aerws»>.*-~ *  Ok  esew  Ditu  /  qmei  grmnd  mman- 

in  Jh^fou  JmU  4c  ^eude  ckmt.* "     See  other  detaiU 

H  Frmeli  tow  In  the  JUeoUftHoiu,^  Caonn. 

t  ft  letter  written  a  *Mr  days  after  his  return  from 

"  Tbo  Prrach  hnve  a  dear  air  and  a  fraitful 

r  iBo4e  of  common  life  Is  gross  and  looemmo* 

I  am  eome  home  convinced  that  no 

•I  nse  is  to  be  fbund  among  them/*'* 


tte 


fti 


9the 


I. 


taf  Mm.  Plossi,  **  proapeets.  and 

Irfa  Mend  could  not  en)or  the  sight  of 

of  wood  suad  water,  bill  and  valley. 

;h  Bngleod  and  France  aflbrds  a  man. 

to  point  them  out  to  his  companion. 


I  yet  upon  another  occasion  he  was  observed  to 
speak  French  to  a  Frenchman  of  high  rank, 
who  spoke  English ;  and  being  asked  the  reason, 
with  some  expression  of  surprise,  he  answered, 
'*  because  I  think  mj  French  is  as  good  as  his 
English.*'  Though  Johnson  understood  French 
perfectly,  he  could  not  speak  it  readily,  as  I 
nave  obbcrved  at  his  first  interview  with  uenerai 
Fooli,  in  1769;  yet  he  wrote  it,  I  imagine, 
pret^  well,  as  appears  from  some  of  his  letters 
in  hlT8,  Piozzi*s  collection,  of  which  I  shall 
transcribe  one : 

A  MADAME  LA  COMTESSE  DE . 

"  May  16.  1771  .< 
*'  Oui,  madame,  le  moment  est  arriv^,  et  il  faut 
que  je  parte.  Mais  pourquoi  faut  il  partir  ?  Est 
ce  que  je  mVnnuye  ?  Je  m*ennuyeni  aiUeura.  Est 
ce  que  je  cherche  ou  quelque  plaiair,  ou  quelque 
aoulageraent?  Je  ne  cherche  rien,  je  n'esp^re  rien. 
Aller  voir  ce  que  j'ai  yd,  etre  un  peu  rejoui,  un 
peu  degoute,  roe  ressouvenir  que  la  vie  se  paase,  et 
qu'elle  se  paaM  co  vain,  me  plasodrede  rooi,  m*en- 
durctr  aus  dehors ;  voiei  letout  de  ce  qu'on  comptc 
pour  let  delioes  de  Tamide.  Que  Dieu  voua  donae, 
madame,  tous  les  agrfoena  de  la  vie»  avec  un  esprit 
qui  peat  en  joutr  sans  s'y  livrer  trop.** 

Here  let  me  not  forget  a  carious  anecdote, 
as  related  to  me  by  Mr.  Beauclerk,  which  I 
shall  endeavour  to  exhibit  as  well  as  I  can  in 
that  ^entleman^s  lively  manner ;  and  in  justice 
to  hun  it  is  proper  to  add,  that  Dr.  Johnson 
told  me  I  might  rely  both  on  the  correctness 
of  his  memory,  and  the  fidelity  of  his  narrative. 
"  When  Madame  de  Boufiiers  ^  was  fint  in 
England,"  said  Beauclerk,  ^*  she  was  desirous 
to  see  Johnson.  I  accordingly  went  with  her 
to  his  chambers  in  the  Temple,  where  she  was 
entertained  with  his  conversation  for  some  time. 
When  our  visit  was  over,  she  and  I  lefl  him, 
and  were  got  into  Inner  Tem|de  Lane,  when 


*  Never  heed  snob  nonsense,*  would  be  the  reply :  *  a  blade  of 
grata  is  always  a  blade  of  grass,  whether  in  one  country  or 
another.  Let  os,  If  we  do  talk,  talk  about  something:  men 
and  women  are  my  subiects  of  Inquiry :  let  us  ser  how  these 
differ  tnm  those  we  bare  left  behind.'  His  dislike  of  the 
French  was  well  known  to  botii  nations.  I  bellrve ;  but  be 
applauded  the  number  of  tbelr  books  and  the  graces  of  their 
style.  *  Tliey  have  few  sentiments,'  said  he,  *  but  they  exprets 
them  neatly ;  they  have  little  meat  too»  but  they  dress  It 
wcll.**'-CaoRKa. 

>  Foote  seems  to  have  embeUitked  a  lltUe  in  saj-iog  that 
Johnson  did  not  alter  his  dress  at  Paris ;  as  In  his  Jnuraal  Is 
a  memorandum  about  white  stockings,  wig,  and  hat.  In 
another  place  we  are  told  that  "  during  his  travels  in  Frauce 
he  was  ftimished  with  a  French-made  wig  of  bandsmne 
crmstmetion."  —  Biakswat.  —  By  a  note  In  Johnson's  diary 
(Hawkins's  **Z,'/r.*'  p.  517).  It  appears  that  he  had  laid  out 
thirty  pounds  In  clothes  for  bis  French  Joumry.  —  Maloni. 

*  This  is  the  date  in  Mrs.  Piossl's  book,  where  it  flrst 
appeared.  In  Boswell's  first  edition  it  was  given  16  July, 
1771,  and  in  all  his  later  editions,  16  July,  1776.  I  cannot, 
under  any  of  these  dates,  guess  to  whom  the  letter  rould 
have  been  addressed.  Boswell,  liy  his  immediate  mention 
of  Madame  de  Bouflers.  seems  to  sunpose  it  was  addrrsMd 
to  her,  but  I  cannot  reeooclie  either  Its  date  or  purport 
with  any  circumstances  of  bis  acquaintance  with  tnat,  or 
indeed  any  other  foreign  lady.— Caoaia. 

s  La  Coroteoe  de  BooMers  was  the  mistren  of  the  Prince 
of  Contl,  and  aspired  to  be  Us  wile :  she  was  a  bel-esprit,  and 
in  that  character  thought  It  iteeesaary  to  be  an  Attfilamme^ 
and  to  visit  Kngland  ;  which  she  did  In  176S.  —  Caoftti. 
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all  at  once  I  heard  a  yoice  like  thunder.  This 
was  occasioned  by  Johnson,  who,  it  seems,  upon 
a  little  reflection,  had  taken  it  into  his  head 
that  he  ought  to  have  done  the  honours  of  his 
literary  residence  to  a  foreign  lady  of  quality, 
and,  eager  to  show  himself  a  man  of  gallantry, 
was  hup'yin?  down  the  staircase  in  violent 
agitation.  He  overtook  us  before  we  reached 
the  Temple-gate,  and,  brushing  in  between  me 
and  Madame  de  Boufflers,  seized  her  hand,  and 
conducted  her  to  her  coach.*  His  dress  was  a 
rusty  brown  morning  suit,  a  pair  of  old  shoes 
by  way  of  slippers,  a  little  shrivelled  wig  stick- 
ing on  the  top  of  his  head,  and  the  sleeves  of 
his  shirt  and  the  knees  of  his  breeches  hanging 
loose.  A  considerable  crowd  of  people  gathered 
round,  and  were  not  a  little  struck  by  this 
sinpilar  appearance.** 

lie  spoke  Latin  with  wonderful  fluency  and 
elegance.  When  Pere  Boscovich*  was  in  Eng- 
land, Johnson  dined  in  company  with  him  at 
Sir  Joshua  Reynolds's,  and  at  Dr.  Douglas's, 
now  Bishop  of  Salisbury.  Upon  both  occasions 
that  celebrated  foreigner  expressed  his  astonish- 
ment at  Johnson's  Latin  conversation.'  When 
at  Paris,  Johnson  thus  characterised  Voltaire 
to  Freron  the  journalist:  ^Vir  est  acerrimi 
ingenii  et  ptntcarum  literarum.** 

BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

•*  Bdinburgb,  Oct  S4. 1775. 

-  Mr  DSAa  Sia,  —  If  I  had  not  been  informed 
that  you  were  at  Parii,  you  should  have  had  a 
letter  from  me  by  the  earliest  opportunity,  an- 
nouncing the  birth  of  my  son,  on  the  9th  instant ; 
I  baTe  named  him  Alexander  \  after  my  father.  I 
now  write«  as  I  suppose  your  fellow-travcUer,  Mr. 
Thrale,  will  return  to  London  this  week,  to  attend 
his  duty  in  parliament,  and  that  you  will  not  stay 
behind  him. 

**  I  send  another  pareel  of  Lord  Hailes*s  *  Annals.  * 
I  have  undertaken  to  solicit  you  for  a  fkvour  to  him, 
which  he  thus  requests  in  a  letter  to  me :  *  I  intend 


t  It  was  not  to  high  rank  alono  that  Johnson  paid  thoto 
attratloni.  Whon  Hannah  Mora  and  h«r  tistor  visited 
Johntno  for  th«  flnt  time  ( 1774),  she  lajn,  **  When  oor  vUit 
wai  ended,  he  called  for  hlf  hat  (as  It  rained),  to  attend  ui 
down  a  long  winding  to  our  coach.  —  Sitm,  L  49.  —  Caoaaa. 
IM«. 

•  See  mUi,  p.  S18.  BoKOvleh  wai  a  Jerait,  born  at  Ra- 
ffiiM  In  1711.  who  Srtt  Introduced  the  Newtonian  phllocophr 
Into  llalj.  He  rlsited  London  In  1760,  and  was  there  elc^ed 
into  the  Roja)  Society.    He  died  in  17117.  —  Caoais. 

*  "Bosrovlch  had  a  ready  current  flow  of  that  flimsy  phraie- 
tAoff  with  which  a  priest  majr  travel  throuf h  Italy,  Spain, 
ana  (iermany.  Johnson  scorned  what  he  ttlled  colloquial 
iMrbaritm^.  It  was  his  pride  to  speak  his  best.  He  went  on, 
after  a  little  practice,  with  as  much  facility  as  if  it  was  his 
native  tongue.  One  sentence  I  remember.  Obsenrlag  that 
Kontcnellc  at  flrst  opposed  the  Newtonian  philosophy,  and 
embraced  It  afterwards,  hla  wonli  were:  Fontittftttu,  ni  fattar^ 

n  fMiremi  aemrrtute,  fmit  trmnafkgm  etf  eastrm  Snthmimma.** 
...  Mmrpkw.  —  This  phrate  seems  rather  too  pompous  for 
thif  occasion,  and  was,  I  •nspect,  not  quite  so  unpremedi- 
tated as  Murphy  reprrsrnts.  Johnson  had  probably  In  his 
mmd  a  pAsiage  in  ftenrca.  Quoted  in  ,\tfiuigtan4»  (e.  ii.  p.  46  ) : 
*•  S4in/qu*  voulant  dirf  iiu'll  prufllalt  de  re  qu'tl  y  aralt  de  bon 
dnn*  les  anteurs  dit.  '  K<>lon  s<ep«  In  alirna  autra  tran«lre ; 
Mi»n  tsn<)uam  tr«n^fkgn,  •mI  tAoquimexplorator  ;**  and  this 
I*  rendrrrd  the  more  proh<tttlr  b(>('<iuse  in  the  same  vnlumeof 
til*  MruitfttHut,  a'ld  within  a  lew  |uiges  of  esrh  other,  are 
found  t«ii  other  l.atin  qii<i«Attons.  wlitrh  Johnton  h^s  mude 
UM*  of  I  tl>e  one  fnim  rhuanus,  "  ^^tmi  thftt  Ittmdt  scrtbcre 
eaUlHuatus  X>iaiidrus.*'    Mee  anMf,  p.  64.     the  other  from 


soon  to  give  you  The  Life  of  Robert  Bruce,  m\  Idi  • 
you   win    be  pleased  to  transmit  to  l)r.  Juliu.  ' 
son.     I  wish  that  you  could  asaist  mc  b  a  fa.<y 
which   I  have  taken,  of  getting  Dr.  Jobnsoa  to  , 
draw  a  character  of  Robeit  Bruce,  from  the  arcouu 
that  I  i^ive  of  that  prince.    If  he  finds  material*  for 
it  in  my  work,  it  will  be  a  proof  thst  1  hsvc  bees 
fortunate  in  seU-cting  the  moat  striking  incidtnt^' 

**  I  »uppose  by  •  The  Life  of  Robert  Bruee.' » i 
Lordship  means  that  part  of  his  *  Annals'  wfatd) 
relates  tlie  history  of  that  prince,  and  not  s  ttpaxtir 
work. 

**  Shall  we  have  '  A  Journey  to  Paris  *  from  toQ 
in  the  winter  ?  You  will,  I  hope,  at  any  nu.  bt 
kind  enough  to  give  me  some  sceuunt  of  vuur 
French  travels  very  soon,  for  I  am  very  impsttcfiL 
What  a  different  scene  hare  you  iriewcd  Vm 
autumn,  from  that  which  you  Ticwed  in  aururr 
1 773  1  I  ever  am,  my  dear  Sir,  your  much  obligiic 
and  affectionate  hiunble  servant, 

"  Jairs  Boswtu.* 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL 

•*  London.  Nov.  16.  IHi 

**  Dear  Sia, —  I  am  glad  that  the  younf:  U/^ 
is  liorn,  and  an  end,  as  1  hope,  put  to  the  cr^i 
difference  that  you  can  ever  have  with  3Irk  I^a. 
well.*  I  know  that  she  does  not  love  me ;  W* '. 
intend  to  persist  in  wishing  her  well  till  1  ijrt  u; 
better  of  her. 

**  Paris  is,  indeed,  a  place  very  different  fro 
the  Hebrides,  but  it  is  to  •  hasty  traveller  •ki  v 
fertile  of  novelty,  nor  affords  so  many  opportui  i  ^ 
of  remark.  I  cannot  pretend  to  tcU  the  pu  >^ 
any  thing  of  a  pbce  better  kix>wn  to  manv  ^A  v 
readers  than  to  mysel£  We  can  talk  of  u  v^« 
we  meet. 

**  I   shall   go  neit  wedt   to    Strratbam.  tr- 
whence  I  purpose  to  send  a  parcel  of  the*  llitf*«'< 
every  poet.     Concerning  the  diaraetcr  of  Brvcr  I 
can  only  say,  that  I  do  not  nee  any  fpvat  ressOT  ^  • 
writing  it;  but  I  shall  iMit  easily  deny  wtet  Ur« 
Hailes  and  you  concur  in  destrtng. 

**'  I   have    been    remarkably    b^ltfay   sH  t« 
Journey,  and  hope  you  and    your   finUy  hen 


J.  C.  Scallfrer.  **  Hocao  ex  sH—o 
tantttm  verslScstor :  '*  which  la  the 
to  his  version  of  the  Mcaalah :  eiel^,  pi  la. 
ever  bears  a  like  testimony  to  Um 
LaUnlty.  **  When  we  were  at  ^ 
the  A  tJbi  RoOHte,  with  whom  he 
tioo  of  the  order  of  Jesnita,  and 
Mow  to  the  fcnersl  poercr  eC  the 
followed  with  many  and  dsngaroas 


»i  ■  • 


llrs.P  u     " 

y*  •    < 

o»*«*«* 

Bd  t^r  «  *•  » 

IV  sad  asnaei  I  nil  l—ewait— a.  wfca  »  *  «^ 
at  length  beeome  ntal  to  raJMoii  Itaalf.  and  dhaS*  ««««  «*« 
fonndationorChrlsltaalty.  The  geotW^aa  ese^  d  te  ••^' 
and  delight  In  his  eeovertatloB :  tbw  laft.  «m  ^  le  U^ 
which  both  spoke  fluently,  and  Dr.  JoSnmom  ^evw*  "  ■  * 
long  culogliiB  opon  Mlltoo  wtth  oo  asiaek  or ^lof  el^^  •' 
and  Ingenttlty,  that  the  ahh*  rosn  from  km  anal  mr^^^*" 
hloL  —  ifis^vdoers;  Yet  I  cannot  bm  wo»4er  b«e.r>-  •• 
Ing  the  dlflWvnce  between  tiM  mnHBi»sid  oi^  f  .  a 
proaunrlatlon  of  Latto.  Johnaea  aod  tlMan  farsifitfn  «.«*•  a 
understand  each  other  so  reedlly.  —  Caoaaa 

4  I  had  the  pleasure  of  his  af^isaJnliMis  Re  vw  •  ^  -^ 
spirited,  clever,  and  amiable  famUvsaan  i  aiad.  t'k»  h  •  " 
of  a  frank  and  social  disposia<^.  amd  blga  Xr-rs  t-  -•  *«• 
but  It  Is  said  that  he  did  not  rwlUb  the  vev-.iWvi  .  « 
auth'vr's  devotion  to  Dr.  Johosoa  :  amd«  Ilk*  ^Ai  I  «>  »  • 
leek,  seemed  to  Uiink  It  a  tlnrlfrf  itsii^iMiim,  H*  « »  •  - 
a  Baronet  in  1811.  He  left  lssu«>  a  nasi  and  t«  <  l 
one  of  whom,  Ladr  KlUoc  ef  SiUUaba.  t  Kai  ise  ,. 
of  alsoknonitig.    8ce«i/ir.  p.  901,  ...  Cbo^g^ 

*  This  alludes  to  my  old  finidal  priac^teaffr»<«rr( 
to  fem^ile  succession.  —  " 


iET.  66. 


BOSWELL'S  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


469 


i  kiwvn  only  (Imt  trouble  and  danger  which  baa  so 
lufipily  tenninated.  Among  all  the  cong^atu- 
U:ioi.s  that  you  inaj  receive,  I  hope  you  believe 
ntMie  mure  warm  or  sincere  than  those  of,  dear 
Sir,  your  most  airectionate«  Sau.  Johnson.'* 

JOHNSON  TO  MISS  POBTER,» 

••  Not.  16. 1775. 
**  Ds&a  M>DAK,  —  This  week   I  came  home 

I  from  Pari<.     I    have  brought  jou  a  little   box, 

I  which  I  thought  pretty  ;  but  I  know  not  whether 
It  U  properly  a  snufT.box,  or  a  box  for  some  other 
use.    1  will  send  it,  when  I  can  find  an  oppor- 

'  funitr.  I  have  been  through  the  whole  journey 
rrnurkably  well.  My  fellow-travellers  were  the 
uroe  whom  you  taw  at  LichBeld,  only  we  took 

'  Btnttl  with  us.     Paris  is  not  so  fine  a  place  as 

•  you  would  expect.  The  palaces  and  churches, 
howviter,  are  very  splendid  and  magnificent ;  and 

f  vbat  would  please  you,  there  are  many  very  fine 

*  pictoKs;   but   I  do  not   think  their  way  of  life 
i  cwnmodious  or  pleasant. 

'*Let  me  know  how  your  health  has  been  all 
t'  \\  while.  I  hope  the  fine  summer  has  given  you 
itrira]*th  sufficient  to  encounter  the  winter. 

"  3Iske  my  compliments  to  all  my  friends ;  and, 
if  your  fingers  will  let  you,  write  to  me,  or  let 
your  maid  write,  if  it  he  troublesome  to  you.  I 
im,  dear  MadaiD»  your  most  affectionate  humble 
vTvint,  Sax.  Johnson.** 

BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

•*  Edinburgh,  Dee.  &  177A. 

"Mr  ASA  A  SiB«  —  Mr.  Alexander  Maclean,  the 

touRg  laird  of  Col,  being  to  set  out  to-morrow  for 

I'Oadon,  I  giro  him  this  letter  to  introduce  him  to 

j  yottr  srqaatntancc      The  kindness  which  you  and 

^  npcricnccd  from  hb  brother,  whose  unfivrtunate 

^vath  we  siacerely  Immcnt,  will  make  us  always  de- 

vfoes  to  show  attention  to  any  branch  of  the  fiimily. 

Jodccd,  you  have  so  much  of  the  true  Highland 

■  <wdiility,  that  I  am  sure  you  would  have  thought 

'  ■•  to  Uame  if  I  bad  neglected  to  recommend  to 

5st  this  Hebridcao  prince,  in  whoee  island  we  were 

^^pnably  entertained.     I  ever  am,  with  respectful 

"Wwhment,  my  dear  Sir,  your  most  obliged  and 

^•t  haable  scrrant,  Jamxs  Boswxll.** 

JOHNSON  TO  MISS  PORTER. 

"  Doa  17. 1775. 

**  DtAa  Mabam,  —  Some  weeks  ago  I  wrote  to 
">*,  to  teJI  you  that  I  was  just  come  home  from  a 
'cnblr,  and  hoped  that  I  should  have  heard  from 
y^  I  am  afraid  winter  has  laid  hold  on  your 
'^m,  and  hinders  you  from  writing.  Howerer, 
1  Mmibody  write,  if  you  cannot,  and  tell  me  how 
'  ^  do,  and  a  littla  of  what  has  happened  at  Lich- 
^itf  amoog  oor  friends.     I  hope  you  are  all  well. 

*When  1  was  in  France,  I  thought  myself 
r^v'jig  yoongt  bvt  am  afraid  that  cold  weather 
*-l  take  part  of  my  new  vigour  from  me.  Let 
K  however,  take  care  of  ourselves,  and  lose  no 
r«t  of  oor  health  by  negligenee. 


be  no  dflvM  that  naay  years  prevkMu  to  177A, 

vtth  this  lady,  who  was  bit  ■trpdaofhtar, 

'    tt  af  bis  earlier  l«tten  to  bar  bav«  bsen  proservrd.  -. 

^«viu.    Slace  me  dealb  of  Mr.  Beswvll,  leveral  of  Joho- 

*«  •  *Ms  to  Mts.  Locy  Potter,  wrlttsa  before  177A,  wore 


**  I  never  knew  whether  you  received  the  Com- 
mentary on  the  New  Testament,  and  the  Travels, 
and  the  glasses.  Do,  my  dear  love,  write  to  me ; 
and  do  not  let  us  forget  each  other.  This  is  the 
season  of  good  wishes,  and  I  wish  you  all  good. 
I  have  not  lately  seen  Mr.  Porter,  nor  heard  of 
him.     Is  he  with  you  ? 

«  Be  pleased  to  make  my  compliments  to  Mrs. 
Adey,  and  Mrs.  Cobb,  and  all  my  friends ;  and 
when  I  can  do  any  good,  let  me  know.  I  am» 
dear  Madam,  yours  most  affeotionately, 

**  Sax.  Jobksox.** 

Mr.  Maclean  returned  with  the  most  agree- 
able accounts  of  the  polite  attention  with  which 
he  was  received  by  Dr.  Johnson. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  Dr.  Btimej  in- 
forms me  that  **  he  \exy  frequently  met  Dr. 
Johnson  at  Mr.  Thrale  s,  at  Streatham,  where 
thej  had  many  long  conversations,  often  sitting 
up  as  long  as  the  fire  and  candles  lasted,  and 
much  loneer  than  the  patience  of  the  servants 
subsisted.  A  few  of  Johnson's  sayings,  which 
that  gentleman  recollects,  shall  here  be  in- 
serted. 

*^  I  never  take  a  nap  afler  dinner  but  when 
I  have  had  a  bad  night,  and  then  the  nap  takes 
me." 

*^  The  writer  of  an  epitaph  should  not  be 
considered  as  saying  nothing  out  what  is  strictly 
true.  Allowance  must  be  made  for  some  de- 
gree of  exaggerated  praise.  In  lapidary  in- 
scriptions a  man  is  not  upon  oath.** 

^  There  is  now  less  flogging  in  our  great 
schools  than  formerly,  but  then  less  is  learned 
there ;  so  that  what  the  boys  get  at  one  end 
they  lose  at  the  other.** 

*^  More  is  learned  in  public  than  in  private 
schools,  from  emulation ;  there  is  the  collision 
of  mind  with  mind,  or  the  radiation  of  many 
minds  pointing  to  one  centre.  Though  few 
boys  make  their  own  exercises,  yet  if  a  gooil 
exercise  is  given  up,  out  of  a  great  number  of 
boys,  it  is  made  by  somebody. 

^^  I  hate  by-roads  in  education.  Education 
is  as  well  known,  and  has  long  been  as  well 
known,  as  ever  it  can  be.  Endeavouring  to 
make  children  prematurely  wise  is  useless  la- 
bour. Suppose  they  have  more  knowledge  ut 
five  or  six  years  old  than  other  children,  what 
use  can  be  made  of  it  ?  It  will  be  lost  before 
it  is  wanted,  and  the  waste  of  so  much  time  and 
labour  of  the  teacher  can  never  be  repaid.  Too 
much  is  expected  from  precocity,  and  too  little 
performed.  Miss  [Aikm]  *  was  an  instance  of 
early  cultivation,  but  in  what  did  it  terminate? 
In  marrying  a  little  presbyterian  parson,  who 
keeps  an  infant  boarding  school,  so  that  sil  her 
employment  now  is — 

'To suckle  fools,  and  chronicle  small  beer.* 


obligingly  eonmanlcated  to  me  bj  the  Rev.  Dr.  Vyie,  and 
are  printM  in  the  pret«ot  edttloo.  <—  Malons. 

Several  ocbert,  at  bM  bent  alrcadjr  stated  (amti,  p.  C3.). 
are  added  to  my  editioiu.  — Caoasa. 
<  Mist  LetiOa  Alkla,  who  married  Mr.  Barbauld.  and  pob- 
*  Easy  Lsssoos  for  Children.'*  Ac.  ftc. — Caoaaa. 
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She  tells  the  children, '  This  is  a  cat,  and  that 
is  a  clog,  with  four  legs,  and  a  tail ;  see  there  I 
you  are  much  better  than  a  cat  or  a  dog,  for 
you  can  speak.*  If  I  had  bestowed  such  an 
education  on  a  daughter,  and  had  discovered 
that  she  thought  of  marrying  such  a  fellow,  I 
would  have  sent  her  to  the  Cangreu,** 

*^  Ailer  having  talked  slightingly  of  music, 
he  was  observed  to  listen  very  attentively  while 
Miss  Thrale  played  on  the  harpsichord ;  and 
with  eagerness  be  called  to  her,  *  Why  don*t 
you  diisn  away  like  Bumcy  ?  *  Dr.  Bumey 
upon  this  said  to  him,  *  I  believe,  Sir,  we  shall 
make  a  musician  of  you  at  last.*  Johnson  with 
candid  complacency  replied,  ^  Sir,  I  shall  be 
glad  to  have  a  new  sense  given  to  me.*  ** 

^  He  had  come  down  one  morning  to  the 
breakfast-room,  and  been  a  considerable  time  by 
himself  before  any  body  appeared.  When  on 
a  subsequent  day  he  was  twitted  by  Mrs.  Thrale 
for  being  very  late,  which  he  generally  was,  he 
defended  himself  by  alluding  to  the  extraordi- 
nary morning,  when  he  had  been  too  earlv. 
*  Madam,  I  do  not  like  to  come  down  to  vaeuUu.  ** 

**Dr.  Bumey  having  remarked  that  Mr. 
Garrick  was  beginning  to  look  old,  he  said, 
'  Why,  Sir,  you  are  not  to  wonder  at  that ;  no 
man*s  face  lias  had  more  wear  and  tear.*  ** 

[JOHNSON  TO  MR&  MONTAGU.> 

"  Dec.  15.  I77S. 
**  Madaic»  —  Having,  after  my  return  from  a 
little  ramble  to  Fraoev*  pasted  some  time  in  the 
country,  I  did  not  heai^  till  I  was  told  by  MiiK 
Reynolds,  that  you  were  in  town ;  and  when  1  did 
hear  it,  I  heard  likaviae  that  you  were  ill.  To 
have  you  detamed  among  us  by  sickness  is  to  enjoy 
your  presence  at  too  dear  a  rate.  I  suffer  myself 
to  be  fluttered  with  hope  that  only  half  the  intel- 
ligence is  now  true,  and  that  you  are  now  to  well 
as  to  be  able  to  leave  us,  and  so  kind  as  not  to  be 
willing.    I  am.  Madam,  your  motit  hnmble  servant, 

—  Afontaffu  MSS,  Sam.  Johkbom.** 

JOHNSON  TO  MBS.  MONTAGU. 

••  Dec.  17. 1773w 
**  Ma  DAM,  —  AU  that  the  esteem  and  rcTeicnee 
of  mankind  can  give  you  has  been  long  in  your 
possession,  and  the  little  that  I  can  add  to  the  voice 
of  nations  will  not  nmch  exalt ;  of  that  little^  how- 
ever, you  are,  I  hope,  very  certain.  —  I  wonder. 
Madam,  if  you  remember  Coi  in  the  Hebrides? 
llie  brother  and  heir  of  poor  Col  has  just  been  to 
visit  me,  and  I  have  engaged  to  dine  with  him  on 
Thursday.  I  do  not  know  his  lodging,  and  cannot 
send  him  a  message*  and  must  therefore  suspend 
the  honour  which  you  are  pleased  to  offkr  to. 
Madam,  your  most  humble  servant, 

—  Montagu  MSS,  **Sax.  Jobmmk.** 


t  Mrt.  MunUffttU  nct>nt  klodacM  to  Ml«s  WIUianM  was 
B41C  lo*t  on  Johitson.  Hit  leCtrn  to  that  lady  brcame  more 
•Uboratcly  mprctful,  and  hU  tubtcqueiit  mentioo  of  her 
took,  as  we  shall  m«.  a  hiph  too*  or  panef%  rk.  It  la  nrtn- 
lary  to  (»lM«r*a  this  as  a  ■ct-offaipdiitt  hh  oerattonal  dltpa- 
ragcm«ut  o(  Utat  Uay,  aod  as  as  addhlooal  Inauaoa  of  Um 


JOHNSON  TO  MR&  MONTAGU 


**TlRindiy,D«.tl.\m     \ 
**  Madam,  —  I  know  not  when  any  letter  hn  , 
given  me  so  much  pleaanre  or  vesation  as  thst  wbicfa 
I  had  yesterday  the   booonr  of  rcccmng.    TW  , 
you.  Madam,  should  wkh  for  my  eompaoy  isnirriT 
a  suflficient    reason  for  being   picaied;— that  I  ' 
should  delay  twice,  what  I  had  to  little  i^^ht  to 
espect  even  once,  has  so  bad  an  appeartfiec,  that  I 
can  only  hope  to  have  it  thoo^t  that  I  am  sfhamei 

—  Tou  have  kindly  allowedt  me  to  naoN  s  day. 
Will  you  be  pleased.  Madam,  to  accept  of  nte  aar  , 
day  after  Tuesday  ?     1^1  I  am  fiivound  with  yocr 
answer,   or  despair  of  so  nmch  coodcacenstxv,  I 
shall  suffffr  no  engagement  to  fiuten  itself  npoa  oc. 

I  am.  Madam,  your  most  obliged  aod  most  hain^ 
servant,  Sam.  Jobviox.*'' 

—  MomtoffuMSS. 

Not  having  beard  from  him  for  kkn^tine 
than  I  supposed  he  woidd  be  silent,  I  wrote  to 
him  Dec.  18.,  not  in  good  spirits : 

**  Sometimes  I  have  been  aftmid  that  the  coU 
which  haa  gone  over  Europe  this  year  like  s  mn 
uf  peatileoee  has  seised  you  severely:  soimiibmi 
my  imagination,  which  is  upon  occasinns  proliS«:si 
evil,  has  figured  that  you  may  have  somshov  ukta 
offence  at  some  part  of  my  conduce* 


JOHNSON  TO  B08WELL. 


**  Dxaa   Sia,  —  Never  dream  of  any  (ffro^v. 
How  should  you  offend  me?     I  cooaidcr  «jv  ' 
friendship  aa  a  possession,  which  1  intend  u  i»^  \ 
till  you  take  it  from  me,  and  to  laaaest  if  ever  ^ 
my  fault  I  should  loac  it.     However,  when  m^ 
suspicions  find  their  way  into  your  nund.  si«ip 
give  them  vent ;  I  shall  make   basae  to 
them ;  btit  hinder  their  first  ingrcaa  if  you 
Consider  such  tbougbta  as  naatbtd. 


I 


my 


••  Such  illness  as  may  e „^      _ 

Lord  Hailes  I  caanot  hoocaily  plead.   I  ha«t  hm  I 
hindered,  X  know  not  how,  by  a  amteiiiin  ef  p^r  * 
obstructions.     1  hope  to  mend  iinmailiaidj  ^  | 
to  send  neit  post  to  hia  lorddht^     Ms. 
would  have  written  to  you  if  I  had  oauoM 
sends  his  compliments,  and  wishes  to  ice  yo^. 

**  You  and  your  lady  will  m»«  heiie  » 
wrangling  about  feudal  inhcritaaecL  Ho*  '"^ 
the  young  Laird  of  Auchinlcck  ?  I  auppoM  H  < 
Veronica  is  grown  a  reader  and  diaeoaswr.  I  >>** 
just  now  got  a  cough,  but  it  haa  orrer  frt  hi;arf-.i 
roe  from  sleeping ;  I  have  had  quiaser  oif*  t* 
are  common  with  me.  J  caiuaoi  but  r^|<MA  ^* 
Joseph*  has  had  the  wit  to  ftnd  the  way  hart  ilb 
is  a  fine  fidlow,  and  one  of  the  beat  tiaveUcT^  ••' 
world. 

••<  Young  CU  brought  mc  year  Icttcv.     Ih 
very  pleasing  youth.     I  took  hlia  cww  dasi  «r 
the  Mitre,  and  we  dined  tQf(eth« 
as  I  had  tlte  means  of  bein^.      I 
from  RoMajft  acknowiedgin|^  with  great 


tww  daft  «r-  ^ 
.  Iw^sa^.* 
have  bad  s  • '.« 

a>i— t  jaaesn  H 


•tronf  iniantcc  of 

orindlTMuala— C 
•  Joaeph  Rictsr. 
•ars,  Aad  atciadid  Dr.  J 
IfbrldM.    Aftrr  lw*inc  left 

rcturnod  to  anc.  ~  Buswnx. 


\ 


r 
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of  Mtiifrctioo,  the  insertson  in  the  Edinburgh 
paptr,    I  «n  Twy  glad  that  it  wms  done. 

**  My  compliflMDts  to  Mrib  Boawtll,  who  doca 
noclofeaa;  and  of  all  the  rest,  I  need  only  send 
them  to  tliota  that  do ;  and  I  am  afraid  it  will  give 
rou  ftrj  liitla  tiouble  to  diatribute  tbeao.  —  I  am* 
mj  dear,  dwr  Sir^  &c^,  8amu  JdHMtOM*" 

[JOHNSON  TO  MR.  GRAKGER.* 

(Ateot  1778.  but  nndatcd.) 
*  Sia,  —  When  I  returned  from  the  country  I 
fooodyoor  letter;  and  would  rery  gladly  have  done 
vbai  joo  desire,  had  it  been  in  my  power.  Mr. 
Firmer  1%  I  am  confident,  miitaken  in  auppoatng 
tint  h«  gave  me  any  auch  pamphlet  or  cut.  I 
ihcnlA  M  MMn  have  auspeeted  mytel^  as  Mr. 
Firmer,  of  forgetfulnesa;  but  that  I  do  not  know, 
(teept  from  your  letter,  the  name  of  Arthur 
OToole^  Dor  reeoUect  that  I  CTer  heard  of  it  be- 
fore. I  think  it  impomiible  that  I  should  have 
nffered  »Qch  a  total  obltteratiun  from  my  mind  of 
uj  web  thing  which  waa  ever  there.  This  at 
Ittt  is  certun,  that  I  do  not  know  of  any  such 
pOBphlct;  and  equally  certain  I  desire  you  to 
tbioi  it,  that  if  I  had  it,  you  should  immediately 
imive  it  from.  Sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

'*Sa1C  JOflXSOX."] 


CHAFTEB  LIL 


1776. 

^  9f    &UmL  —  Bomdl't  Mdam€ktfy4'^Jbhi 

M  OmH,^Un,  ThfoWi  Binh^da^. ^ Em- 
taOi.—  Smiik*9  *•  ITaaftA  0/  iVafiofu."  — Xaaiyere 

«id  y^'^r-'fri ScalA  MUUm  Bill OM^ 

tiai  m  a^iBiua  **■***•*  —  **  JolmMmiana  *  — 
rifie  af  TnUk.  —  MmattU  Ordan. -^  CatHm- 
nam.  ~  tUUgiom*  Au&tmikB.  —  mnm-mbht^,  — 
Ftutimf,  —  l^wtMt€  of  EducaHoH,  -~  Aritkmttie. 
Sf^Lifk, 

^  1776^  JobnfOD  wrote,  m>  far  af  I  can  dis- 
ovez,  ttoching  for  the  public:  boi  that  his 


**  Biographical    Hbtory  of  Eit(Und.'* 
has  found  thU  letter  smong  Grsnger'f , 


<  k-ghm  «r  llM 
ff  P  QMateahan 

la  the  ittM  9t  Iflik  Dac^  17n. "  Caoaaa. 
'  Tw  |wB|rti|t  alluded  to  was  writlao  by  John  Tsjior, 
^•«tr.foH,  Md  enUllad,**  Honour  of  the  if  obit  Captain 
r7«ntt.  itB.**  SoBM  aenuat  of  O'Toola  vlll  be  found  In 
^•n.  vai.  t  p.aaa  —  Caoaaa,  im, 
•  it  •«  atmu  this  Ubm  chat  Mm  Thrala«  who  had  Just 
^■wl  tnm  Ulnoeo  and  eanflaaaMol,  weat  Into  hia 
■^  » tto  ■orriMg  oT  her  birthitef  (toa  amli,  p.  171.)  and 
*>t>kda,-Noto^  saods  m»  any  varaoe  naw. baoeoia  I 
■  *•«  «Bd  thivtf  yeara  old  (  and  StalU  was  fid  with  them 
^  >tr  Aix.  J  iwaiaibrr"     Upon  wMch  he  bnrit  out 


less  inlaotkai  towisda  it  half  a 


,  jel  alive, 
,.w  to  thlf^-ftvsi 
better  jeart  arrlTe, 
iiwiei  yaan  than  thlrtf-five. 
Caiald  pbfUMophert  contrive 
Ufe  ta  stop  ac  thirty.ftve, 
"^t"^  tali  houva  ihould  nerer  drlva 
•»—  *-— -•n  of  thirty-Ave. 


O'er  the 


mind  was  still  ardent,  and  fraught  with  gene- 
rous wishes  to  attain  to  still  hi^er  degrees  of 
literarj  excellence,  is  proved  by  his  private 
notes  of  this  year,  which  I  shall  insert  in  their 


r 


proper  place. 


JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

"  Jan.  10. 1776. 

**  DxAK  Sir,  — I  have  at  last  sent  you  all  Lord 
Hailes*s  papers.  While  I  was  in  France,  I  looked 
very  often  into  Henault ;  but  Lord  Hailes,  in  my 
opinion,  leaves  him  fSeir  and  far  behind.  Why  I  did 
not  despatch  so  short  a  perusal  sooner,  when  I  look 
back,  I  am  utterly  unable  to  discover ;  but  human 
moments  are  stolen  away  by  a  thousand  petty  im- 
pediments which  leave  no  traoe  behind  them.  I . 
have  been  afflicted,  through  the  whole  Christmaa, 
with  the  general  disorder,  of  which  the  worst  eflfcet 
waa  a  cough,  which  ia  now  much  mitigated, 
though  the  country,  on  which  I  look  from  a  win- 
dow at  Streatham,  is  now  covered  with  a  deep 
anow.  Mrs.  Williams  is  very  ill :  every  body  else 
is  as  usual. 

**  Among  the  papers  I  found  a. letter  to  you, 
which  I  think  you  had  not  opened  ;  and  a  paper  ^ 
for  <  The  Chronicle,'  which  I  suppose  it  not  neces- 
sary now  to  insert  1  return  them  both.  I  have, 
within  these  few  day^  had  .the  honour  of  receiving 
Lord  Hailea*s  first  volume^  for  which  I  return  my 
most  respectful  thanks. 

**  I  wish  you,  my  dearest  friend,  and  your 
haughty  lady,  (for  I  know  she- does  not  love  me,) 
and  the  young  ladies^  and  the  yeung  laird,  all 
hapless*  Teach  the  young  gvitleaMU,  in  spite 
of  his  nl■■lDU^  to  think  and  apeak 'Well  of,  Sii^ 
your  aftctionate  bumble  servant, 

**Saic  JomraoH.'* 

At  this  time  was  in  a^tation  a  matter  of 
great  consequence  to  me  and  my  fiunily,  which  I 
should  not  obtrude  upon  the  world,  were  it 
not  that  the  part  which  Dr.  Johnson*s  friend* 
ship  for  me  made  him  take  in  it  was  the  occa- 
sion of  an  exertion  of  his  abilities,  which  it 
would  be  injustice  to  conceal  That  what  he 
wrote  upoa  the  subject  m&y  be  understood,  it 
is  necessary  to  give  a  state  of  the  question, 
which  I  shall  do  as  briefly  as  I  can. 

In  the  year  1504,  the  barony  or  manor  of 


High  to  soar*  snd  deep  to  dive. 
Nature  give*  At  thirtf-dve. 
Ladiee,  stock  end  tend  your  hive. 
Trifle  not  at  thirty,  five : 
For  howe*er  we  boast  and  strive. 
Life  declines  from  thirtv-five : 
Ha  Chat  ever  hones  to  thrive 
Must  begin  by  thlrty'flve ; 
And  all  who  wisely  wbh  to  wive 
IfuU  look  on  ThnOo  at  thirty  4veL*' 

And  now,**  said  he.  as  I  was  writing  them  down,  *'  you  may 
see  what  ic  Is  to  come  for  poetry  to  a  dtcttonary-maker ;  you 
may  observe  that  the  rnymee  run  in  alphabetical  order 
exactly.**  And  so  they  do.  Dr.  Johnson  did  Indef^  pos- 
seee  an  almost  Tuscan  power  of  Improvisation.— Pteitf. 
He  was  mnch  pleased  with  an  Italian  ifHwrevAalerr,  whom 
ha  saw  at  Streathsm,  and  with  whom  he  talked  mocb  In 
Latin.  He  told  htm.  If  he  had  not  been  a  witness  to  his 
faculty  htmseir.  be  should  not  have  thought  It  poeribte.  He 
tald.  Isaac  Hawkins  Browne  had  endeavoured  at  it  In 
English,  but  could  not  get  beyond  thlny  verses.  —  IfairMst. 

—  Caoaaa. 

*  Probably  some  notice  relative  to  the  ^wlogy  to 

—  Cauasa. 
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Auchinleck  (pronounced ^i^'^^  0  ^^  Avryhire,  ' 
which  bclon^^d  to  a  family  of  the  same  name  i 
with  the  lands,  having  fallen  to  the  crown  by 
forfeiture,  James  the  Fourth,  King  of  Scotland, 
granted  it  to  Thomas  Boswcll,  a  branch  of  an 
ancient  family  in  the  county  of  Fife,  styling 
him  in  the  charter,  ^  dilecto  familiari  nostra; 
and  assi^ing  as  the  cause  of  the  grant,  ^pro 
bono  etndeli  servitio  nobis  prastiio^*    Thomas 
Boswell  was  slain  in  battle,  fighting  alone  with 
his  sovereign,  at  the  fatal  field  of  Flodden,  in 
1513. 

From  this  very  honourable  founder  of  our 
family,  the  estate  was  transmitted,  in  a  direct  se- 
ries of  heirs-male,  to  David  Boswell,  my  fatber*s 
great-grand-uncle,  who  had  no  sons,  but  four 
daughters,  who  were  all  respectably  married, 
the  eldest  to  Lord  Cathcart 

David  Boswell,  being  resolute  in  the  military 
feudal  principle  of  continuing  the  male  succeft- 
sion,  passed  oy  his  daughters,  and  settled  the 
estate  on  his  nephew  by  his  next  brother,  who 
approved  of  the  deed,  and  renounced  any  pre- 
tensions which  he  might  possibly  have,  in  pre- 
ference to  his  son.  But  the  estate  bavins  been 
burChencd  with  large  portions  to  the  daughp 
ters,  and  other  debts,  it  was  necessary  for  the 
nephew  to  sell  a  considerable  part  of  it^  and 
what  remained  was  still  much  encumbered. 

The  frugality  of  the  nephew  preserved,  and, 
in  some  degree,  relieved  the  estate.  His  son, 
my  grandfather,  an  eminent  lawyer,  not  only 
re-purchased  a  great  part  of  what  had  been 
sold,  but  acquir^  other  lands ;  and  my  father, 
who  was  one  of  the  ludges  of  Scotland,  and 
had  added  considerably  to  the  estate,  now 
signified  his  inclination  to  take  the  privilege 
aUowed  by  our  law  ',  to  secure  it  to  his  family 
in  perpetuitjr  by  an  entail,  which,  on  account 
of  hb  marriage  articles,  could  not  be  done 
without  my  consent. 

In  the  plan  of  entailing  the  estate,  I  heartily 
concurrea  with  him,  though  I  was  the  first  to 
be  restrained  by  it ;  but  we  unhappily  differed 
as  to  the  series  of  heirs  which  should  be  esta- 
blished, or,  in  the  Lmguage  of  our  law,  called 
to  the  succession.  My  father  had  declared  a 
predilection  for  heirs-general,  that  is,  males 
and  females  indiscriminately.  He  was  willing, 
however,  that  all  males  descending  from  his 


I  Now  pronounced  m  wrtltcn,  Amekimietlu  8««  onl^,  p.  SOI . 
—  Ckorbk. 

>  Acu  of  Parliament  of  Scotland,  1C85,  c^.  SS.— Boa- 
iratL. 

s  An,  SnI,  the  opinion  of  lome  dlUinpiUhed  nAtaralisU, 
that  our  tpt^ln  U  traotmittcd  thrtNigh  males  imly.  the  fe- 
male befng  all  along  no  more  than  a  mtdmt,  or  nurte.  ai 
Mother  Rarth  U  to  plantt  of  eeery  sort ;  which  notion  sremt 
to  be  oonSrmed  bf  that  text  of  icripcure,  **  He  was  )-pt  in  tke 
lainM  qfki$  r4THi«  when  IfclchiiPdeck  met  him,**  ( Hcb.  tU. 
10.)  {  and  eonte<)uentl7.  that  a  man'*  grandion  bjr  a  daughter, 
loftead  of  being  hit  sure$i  descendant,  at  It  vulgarlj  said, 
has.  In  realitv,  no  connection  whatercr  with  his  blood.  And. 
•econdly,  indrpendent  of  thlt  theorr  (which,  if  triip,  shoula 
coropleUly  exclude  hetrs-genertd),  tnat  If  the  preference  of  a 
male  to  a  female,  without  regard  to  primogeniture  (as  a  too, 
though  much  f  oungrr.  naf ,  erro  a  grandson  by  a  son.  to  a 
daugntac).  be  oi«oe  admitted,  as  It  universal Ij  is.  It  mutt  be 
•qualljr  reasonable  and  proper  In  the  moat  remote  degree  of 
tnm  an  orlgliul  peoprtotor  of  an  aitaU  a«  la  the 


grandfather  should  be  preferred  to  femali-s; 
but  would  not  extend  that  privilege  to  uala  . 
deriving  their  descent  from  a  nigher  source,    f ,  ! 
on  the  other  hand,  had  a  zealous  partiality  for 
heirs-male,  however  remote,  which  I  ouud-  i 
tained  by  u*guments,  which  appeared  to  me  to  . 
have  considerable  weight.^    And  in  the  piir-  | 
ticular  case  of  our  family,  I  apprehended  tb&t 
we  were  under  an  implied  oblisation,  in  konnur 
and  good  faith,  to  transmit  tne  estate  by  tbe  | 
same  tenure  which  he  held  it,  which  was  as  , 
heirs-males,  excluding  nearer  females.    Ithcrt^  i 
fore,  as  I  thought  conscientiously,  objected  to 
my  father's  scheme. 

My  opposition  was  very  displeasing  to  mv 
father,  who  was  entitled  to  great  respect  and 
deference;  and  I  had  reason  to  apprdi^nd 
disagreeable  consequences  from  my  Dun-c^'ii>> 
pliance  with  his  wishes.  After  much  fvr- 
plexity  and  uneasiness,  I  wrote  to  Dr.  Joho- 
son,  stating  the  case,  with  all  its  difficultii-9,  at 
full  length,  and  earnestly  requesting  that  b<^ 
would  consider  it  at  leisure,  and  favour  &<. 
with  his  friendly  opinion  and  advice. 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

**LoDdoii,  Jas.  I&  I7TC 
**  DzAa  SiR,-»I  was  much  impranrd  by  yvat 
letter,  and  if  I  can  Ibnn  upon  your  case  woy  nt^ 
lution  aatisftctory  to  myaelf^  will  very  gladly  is- 
part  it :  but  whether  I  am  equal  to  it,   I  do  iijk 
know.     It  it  a  ease  compounded  of  law  and  ju^ 
tice,  and  requires  a  mind  venrd  in  juridical  d  «- 
quintiona.     Could  not  you  tell  your  wholo  cai*J 
to  Lord  Hailet?    He  is,  you  know,  both  a  0>m- 
tian  and  a  lawyer.     I  suppose  he  ia  above  par:  - 
ality,  and  above  loquacity ;  and,  I  believe,  bar  w  . 
not  think  the  time  lost  in  which  be  nay  q*$3¥t  a 
disturbed,  or  settle  a  wavering  OEiiod.     Write  tr 
me  as  any  thing  occurs  to  you  ;  and  if  I  find  oy* 
self  stopped  by  want  of  facts  ncecnary  to  be  k  oowe. 
I  will  make  inquiries  of  you  as  my  doitbts  aro«. 

**  If  your  former  resolutions  should  be  iont^i    ■  -  « 
fanciful,  you  decide  rightly  in  Judging  that  ▼  •  « ? 
father's  fiincica  may  claim  tbe  prefcrescf  ; 
whether  they  are  fanciful  or  rational  is  ibeqtMO  «. 
I  really  think  Lord  Hailet  eould  help  ua. 

**  Blake  my  complimento  to  tlcer  Mrs.  Boev.  * 
and  tell  her,  that  I  hope  to  be  wauliiy   m   ««^ 
thing  that  I  can  contribute  to  bring  you  ail  o  x  wi 
your  troubles.     I  am,  dear  Sir.  moat  aflfctios^-  ' 

*•  Saji.  Ji 


nearett :  beeante,  however  dUtaat  l^om  the 
tbe  time,  thai  remote  belr-male,  opoa  tke  fa 
nearer  to  the  or^tmml  propnrt9r  than  he  la. 
the  nearest  male  to  knm,  aad  it,  therefore, 
repretentatlre,  to  a  feauJe  detcrodaot.    A  tiul* «-% *  • 
mind  win  enable  us  easllr  to  BetrHre  that  a 
continuation  to  whaterer  woKth  of  ttipe,  l« 
•on's  daughter,  In  the  soceeMtc  i  to  aa 
la  which  regard  •hoold  be  had  to  the 
original  proprietor,  and  not  to  that  or< 
I  am  aware  of  Blarhttone's  admlrwMe 
reatonableness  of  the  legal  soeceutoo.  ^^ 
there  being  the  grroteit  prohahtUty  ihat 
the  person  who  last  dies  prownetor  o#  ae 
Mood  of  the  Srtt  purchaser.    But  swepmiwg  a 
careAilljr  aathentMatcd  ihroagh  aU  lu  braa«  1 
mere  prohmMOm  there  wUl  be  a  mtafwtt  thM 
keir-maie,  at  aMMlr 
with  (he  trvt  heir- 


a 


•     ^ 
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'  JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

•*  Feb.  3.  1776. 
**  DiAR  Sib, —  I  am  going  to  write  upon  a  ques- 
tion which  requires  more  knowledge  of  local  law, 
,  and  more  aequaintance  with  the  general  rules  of 
ioberitaoee,  than  I  can  claim ;  but  I  write,  because 
70U  requeit  it 
(     "LModn,  hke  any  other  possesuon,  by  natural 
<  right  wholty  in  the  power  of  its  present  owner ; 
'  lad  may  be  told,  given,  or  bequeathed,  absolutely, 
or  oooditiooally,  as  judgment  shall  direct  or  passion 
ioeite. 

**  But  nstursl  right  would  arail  little  without 
the  protection  of  law ;  and  the  primary  notion  of 
lav  it  restraint  in  the  eiercise  of  natural  right.  A 
nun  is  therefore  ia  society  not  fully  master  of  what 
bf  calls  his  own,  but  he  still  retains  all  the  power 
vKich  law  does  not  take  from  him. 

**  In  the  exercise  of  the  right  which  law  either 
Wes  or  gives,  regard  is  to  be  paid  to  moral  obli- 

"Of  the  estate  which  we  are  now  considering, 
jovr  hther  still  retains  such  possession,  with  such 
povtr  over  it,  that  he  can  sell  it,  and  do  with  the 
mooej  what  be  will,  without  any  legal  impediment. 
Bat  vben  he  extends  his  power  beyond  his  own 
itfi^,  by  settling  the  order  of  succession,  the  law 
nskn  your  consent  necessary. 

"  Let  IIS  suppose  that  he  sells  the  land  to  risk 

tbc  mooey  in  some  specious  adventure,  and  in  that 

,  adnnture  loses  tlie  whole ;  his  posterity  would  be 

dwppototed ;  but  they  could  not  think  themselves 

I  iojufd  or  robbed.     If  he  spent  it  upon  vice  or 

'  P^owre,  his  suoceasors  could  only  call  him  vicious 

latf  roluptuous ;  ttiey  could  not  say  that  he  was 

I  iajoriotts  or  unjust. 

*Ue  that  may  do  more  may  do  less.  He  that 
^  «Uing  or  squandering  may  disinherit  a  whole 
^ly,  naay  certainly  disinherit  part  by  a  partial 
«(tatraent 

**  Laws  are  formed  by  the  mann<vs  and  exigen^- 
Bs  of  particttlar  times,  and  it  is  but  accidental  that 
t^  last  longer  than  their  causes :  the  liiniution 
</  i^dal  suocesaion  to  the  male  arose  from  the 
oUiKstioo  of  the  tenant  to  attend  his  chief  in  war. 

"  .\t  times  and  opinions  are  always  changing,  I 

^■ov  not  whether  it  be  not  usurpation  to  prescribe 

^i**  to  posterity,   by  presuming  to  Judge  of  what 

I  n  csano*  know  ;  and  I  know  not  whether  I  fully 

:  'PPtvft  either  your  design  or  your  father's,  to  limit 

*^  snmnsiuii  which  descended  to  you  unlimited. 

^  **  are  to  leave  aarlvm  iteimm  to  posterity,  what 

v«  hsTe  withont  any  merit  oi  our  own  received 

I  ^OQ  oor  ancestors,  should  not  choice  and  free-will 

^  kept  onviolntcd?     Is  land  to  be  treated  with 

r«Tt  reverence  than  liberty  ?    If  this  consideration 

^«m1  rettrain  your  father  from  disinheriting  some 

^  the  males,  dioes  it  leave  you  the  power  of  dis- 

.zacriuag  all  the  females? 

"Can  the  poe^esaor  of  a  feudal  estate  make  any 
*  li  ?  Can  be  appoint,  out  of  the  inheritance,  any 
9*tMn  to  his  daughters?  There  seems  to  be  a 
^  thadowy  difference  between  the  power  of 
^ieg  laodv  end  of  leaving  money  to  be  raised 
^Ms  land ;  between  leaving  an  estate  to  females, 
■ai  UaTing  tbe   male  heir,  in  effect,  only  their 


•  s, 


Fnppose  at  one  time  a  law  that  allowed  onlj 
■ilea  to  mhcTBt,  end  during  tbe  continuance  of  this 


law,  many  estates  to  have  descended,  passing  by 
the  females,  to  remoter  heirs.  Suppose  afterwards 
the  law  repealed,  in  correspondence  with  a  change 
of  manners,  and  women  made  capable  of  inherit- 
ance; would  not  then  the  tenure  of  estates  be 
changed  ?  Could  the  women  have  no  benefit  from 
a  law  made  in  their  favour  ?  Must  they  be  passed 
by  upon  moral  principles  for  ever,  because  they 
were  once  excluded  by  a  legal  prohibition  ?  Or 
may  that  which  passed  only  to  males  by  one  law, 
pass  likewise  to  females  by  another  ? 

**  You  mention  your  resolution  to  maintain  the 
right  of  your  brothers  *  I  do  not  see  how  any  of 
their  rights  are  invaded. 

'*  As  your  whole  diflSculty  arises  from  the  act  of 
your  ancestor,  who  diverted  the  succession  from  the 
females,  you  inquire,  very  properly,  what  were  his 
motives,  and  what  was  his  intention :  for  you  cer- 
tainly are  not  bound  by  hb  act  more  than  he  in- 
tended to  bind  you,  nor  hold  your  land  on  harder 
or  stricter  terms  than  those  on  which  it  was  granted. 

**  Intentions  must  be  gathered  from  acts.  When 
he  left  the  estate  to  his  nephew,  by  excluding  his 
daughters,  was  it,  or  was  it  not  in  his  power  to 
have  perpetuated  the  succession  to  the  males?  If 
he  could  have  done  it,  he  seems  to  have  shown,  by 
omitting  it,  that  he  did  nut  desire  it  to  be  ^one, 
and,  upon  your  own  principles,  you  will  not  easily 
prove  your  ripht  to  destroy  that  capacity  of  succes- 
sion which  your  ancestors  have  left. 

**  If  your  ancestor  had  not  the  power  of  making 
a  perpetual  settlement ;  and  if,  therefore,  we  cannot 
Judge  distinctly  of  his  intentions,  yet  his  act  can 
only  he  considered  as  an  example ;  it  makes  not  an 
obligation.  And,  as  you  observe,  be  set  no  example 
of  rigorous  adherence  to  the  line  of  succession. 
He  that  overlooked  a  brother,  would  not  wonder 
that  little  regard  is  shown  to  remote  relations. 

'*  As  the  rules  of  succession  are,  in  a  great  part, 
purely  legal,  no  man  can  be  supposed  to  bequeath 
anything,  but  upon  legal  terms ;  he  can  grant  no 
power  which  the  law  denies ;  and  if  he  makes  no 
special  and  definite  limitation,  ^  confers  all  the 
power  which  the  law  allows. 

**  Your  ancestor,  for  some  reason,  disinherited 
his  daughters ;  but  it  no  more  follows  that  he  in- 
tended this  act  as  a  rule  for  posterity,  than  the 
disinheriting  of  hb  brother.  It,  therefore,  you  ask 
by  what  right  your  father  admits  daughters  to  in- 
heritance, ask  yourself,  first,  by  what  right  you 
reouire  them  to  be  excluded  ?  It  appears,  upon 
reflection,  that  your  father  excludes  nobf>dy ;  he 
only  admits  nearer  females  to  inherit  before  males 
more  remote ;  and  the  exclusion  b  purely  couse- 
quentUL 

**  These,  dear  Sir,  are  my  thoughts,  immethodical 
and  deliberative;  but,  perhaps,  you  may  find  in 
them  some  glimmering  of  evidence.  I  cannot, 
however,  but  again  recommend  to  you  a  conference 
with  Lord  Hailes,  whom  you  know  to  be  both  a 
lawyer  and  a  ChristUn.  Make  my  compliments 
to  Mrs.  Boswell,  though  she  does  not  love  me. 
I  unf  Sir,  your  affectionate  servant, 

**  Sam.  Johnson** 

I  had  followed  hb  recommendation  and  con- 
sulted Lord  Hailes,  who  upon  this  subject  had 
a  firm  opinion  contrary  to  mine.     His  lordship 

I  Which  tenii  I  appUsd  to  all  the  heirs  male. — Botwssx. 
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obUginglj  took  the  trouble  to  write  me  a  letter, 
in  which  he  discussed,  with  lesal  and  htstorioel 
learning,  the  points  in  whioh  I  saw  much  diffi- 
culty, maintaining  that  *^the  suoceasion  of 
heirs  general  was  the  succession,  by  the  law  of 
Scotland,  from  the  throne  to  the  cottage,  as 
far  as  we  can  learn  it  by  record;"  observing 
that  the  estate  of  our  family  had  not  been 
limited  to  heirs  male ;  and  that  though  an  heir 
male  had  in  one  instance  been  chosen  in  pre- 
ference to  nearer  females,  that  had  been  an 
arbitrary  act,  which  had  seemed  to  be  best  in 
the  embarrassed  state  of  affiura  at  that  time : 
and  the  fact  was,  that  upon  a  fair  computation 
of  the  value  of  land  and  money  at  tne  time» 
U)plled  to  the  estate  and  the  burtliena  upon  it, 
there  was  nothing  given  the  heirs  male  but 
the  skeleton  of  an  estate.  *'  The  {dea  of  con^ 
science,"  said  his  lordship,  ^' which  you  put,  is  a 
most  respectable  one,  especially  when  anueienoe 
and  sel^  are  on  different  sides.  But  I  think 
that  conscience  is  not  well  informed,  and  that 
self  and  she  ought  on  this  occasion  to  be  of  a 
side.** 

This  letter,  which  had  considerable  influence 
upoif  my  mind,  I  sent  to  Dr.  Johnson,  begging 
to  hear  from  him  again  upon  thia  interring 
question. 

JOHNSON-  TO  BOSWELL. 

'*  Feb.  9. 1778. 

•*  DsAa.  Sia,  •*—  Having,  not  any  acquaiataace 
with  tha  laws  or  cuttocns  of  Sootland,  I  endea- 
voured to  coDtider  your  question  upon  general 
priDciplcs,  and  found  nothing  of  much  validity 
that  I  could  oppose  to  this  position :  *  He  who 
inheriu  a  fief  unlimited  by  his  ancestors  inherits  the 
power  of  limiting  it  according  to  hit  own  Ji|dg- 
ment  or  opinion.*  If  this  be  truc^  you  may  join 
with  your  father. 

*<  Further  conAeraUon  pcodueea  another  con- 
clusion :  *  He  who  recuves  a  fief  unlimitHd  by  his 
ancestors  gives  his  heirs  some  reason  to  eomplaio  if 
he  does  not  transmit  it  unlimited  to  posterity. 
Fbr  why  should  he  make  the  state  of  otheta  worse 
than  his  own,  without  a  reason  ?  *  If  thia  be  true, 
though  neither  you  nor  your  father  are  about  to  do 
what  is  quite  right,  but  as  your  father  violatoi  (I 
think)  the  legal  succession  least*  he  seems  to  be 
nearer  the  right  than  yourself. 

**  It  cannot  but  occur  tliat  *  Women  have  natural 
and  equitable  claims  as  well  as  men,  and  these 
claims  are  not  to  be  capriciously  or  UghUy  super- 
seded or  infringed.'  When  fiefr  implied  military 
service^  it  is  easily  disoemed  why  females  could  not 
inherit  them ;  but  that  reason  is  now  at  an  end. 
As  manners  make  laws,  manners  likewise  repeal 
them. 

*'  These  are  the  general  conclusions  which  I  have 
attained.     None  of  them  are  very  favourable  to 


M  hsd  ramliKiMl  hfaa  of  his  okterratlon, 
p.  47S-  —  Bo»''VKu.. 

«  Th«  mtaii  framed  hymf  fkther,  with  various  Judldoof 
oaUMa^  WM  MUled  bjr  hln  mad  m«,  MtUlDg  the  ettste  upon 
the  bein  male  of  hit  grandfiiUiM',  which  I  found  hnl  been 
5*^2?"'^*"l*  **y  "?  grandfather,  Imperfectlv.  but  lo  ^  to  be 
detoued  oalj  by  idlln«  Uie  landt.    Iww  ftwed  by  Dr  John- 


your  scheme  of  cntail«  nor  perhaps  to  any  sdienic. 
My  observation,  that  only  he  who  acquires  aa 
estate  may  bequeath  it  capridovsly  *,  if  it  eoataia 
any  conviction,  includes  thia  positioo  likewise^  that 
only  he  who  acquires  an  estate  may  entail  it  capn. 
ciously.  But  I  think  it  may  be  safely  presumed, 
that  *  He  who  inherits  an  estate,  inbeiita  all  the 
power  legally  concomitant;'  and  that  'He  who 
gives  or  leaves  unlimited  an  estate  legally  limitaUc; 
must  be  presumed  to  give  that  power  of  limitaiion, 
which  he  omitted  to  take  away,  and  to  commit 
future  contingencies  to  future  prudence.*  In  these 
two  positions  I  believe  Lord  Hailea  will  advise  yoo 
to  rest;  every  other  notion  of  pnssiasiuti  seems 
to  me  full  of  difficulties,  and  rmhsrraand  vrith 
scruples. 

'*  If  these  axioms  be  allowed,  you  bawe  arrived 
now  at  full  liberty  without  the  help  of  p**hr«f]ff 
circumstances,  which,  however,  have  in  your  case 
great  weight  You  very  rightly  observe,  that  he 
who  passing  by  bis  brother  gave  the  inheritance  to 
his  nephew,  could  limit  no  more  than  be  gave ;  and 
by  Lord  Hailes*s  estimate  of  fourteen  yeanT  pur* 
chase,  what  he  gave  was  no  more  than  you  may 
easily  entail  acctnding  to  your  own  opiniuo*  if  that 
opinion  should  finally  prenul. 

"  Lord  Hailea's  suspicion  that  entails  an  ca- 
croachments  on  the  dominion  of  IVovidenoev  maj 
be  extended  to  all  hereditary  privileges  and  all  per* 
mancnt  institutions.  I  do  not  see  why  it  may  not 
be  extended  to  any  provision  for  the  preaent  hour, 
since  all  care  about  futurity  proceeds  upon  a  sup> 
position,  that  we  know  at  least  in  some  dcgzec 
what  will  be  future.  Of  the  future  w«  certainly 
know  nothing ;  but  we  may  form  coi^jeetnrea  from 
the  past ;  and  the  power  of  forming  coi^ectvres 
includes,  in  my  opinion,  the  duty  of  acting,  in 
formity  to  that  probability,  which  we 
Providence  gives  the  power,  of  which 
teaches  the  use.  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  nwst  £uib> 
ful  servant,  San.  Joanov. 


"  I  hope  I  shall  get  some  greimd  now  waik 
Boswell :  make  ray  complimenta  to  her,  and  Co  the 
litde  people.  Don*t  bum  .papers;  they  nay  be 
safii  enouffh  in  your  own  boa^  yoo  wall  wii^  to 
see  them  hereafter.** 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 


ia.in«. 
^  Dsaa  Sia,  — To  the  letters  which  I 
written  about  your  great  question  I  have 
to  add.  If  your  conacience  is  satiBlJed,  you 
now  only  your  prudence  to  consult.  I  long  for  a 
letter,  that  I  may  know  how  this  troobleeosne  aad 
vexatious  question  is  at  last  decided.  *  I  hope  that 
it  wUI  at  Isst  end  welL  Lord  Hailea's  letter  was 
very  friendly,  and  very  sesaooable;  but  I  think  hia 
aversion  from  entaila  has  somethfaig  ia  it  tike 
superstition.  Proridence  u  not  eoontecacted  by 
any  means  which  IVovidenoe  puts  into  oor  power. 
The  eontinusnce  and  propagation  of  fhmilirs  nnkcf 
a  great  part  of  the  Jewidi  law,  and  is  by  no 


Kniplea  of 

therefore  sratiqr  my  faUier.     But  my  opinfofi 
for  male  taocesafon.  In  Ita  ftill  estaot,  raawT 
Yet  let  me  not  be  Uioatht  harsh  or  unUad  Id 
my  noiloo  U,  that  they  ahouid  be  tiiaiad  vUh 
aiM  cendemea*.  and  alwajs  paitidpeta  of  the 
the  family.  ^  Boawi 


I 
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piohibited  in  the  Christian  imtitntioo,  though  the 
meeuitj  of  it  continue*  oo  longer.  Hereditary 
teoarct  are  cstabliihed  in  all  ciTilised  countnea, 
lad  are  accompanied  in  moit  with  hereditary 
gotbority.  Sir  William  Temple  constders  our 
contittttioa  u  defective,  that  there  is  not  an  un- 
ilimUe  estate  in  land  conneeted  with  a  peerage : 
ud  Lord  Baoon  menttont  ai  a  proof  that  *  the 
T^s  are  btrbariam^  their  want  of  MHrpet,  a»  he 
eiUs  dm,  or  hereditary  rank.  Do  not  let  yoor 
mind,  vben  it  b  freed  from  the  supposed  neeessity 
of  •  rigorous  entail,  be  entangled  with  contrary 
objectioos,  sad  think  all  entaUs  unlawful,  till  you 
hare  cogent  argnments;  wfaieb  I  belieTe  you  will 
oercr  fiod.     I  am  afraid  of  scruples. 

**  I  bare  now  sent  all  Lord  HaiWspapen;  part 
libond  hidden  in  a  drawer  in  which  I  bad  laid 
them  for  security,  and  had  forgotten  them.  Pert 
of  tbete  are  written  twice ;  I  have  returned  both 
the  copies.  Part  I  had  read  befiwe.  Be  so  kind 
IS  to  rctum  Lord  Hailes  ray  most  respedftil  thanks 
br  bis  first  Tolume:  his  aocnrstsy  strikes  me  with 
vooder;  his  narrmtiTe  is  far  superior  to  that  of 
Hcitttth,  as  I  hare  formerly  mentioned.  I  am 
iftiid  that  the  trouble  which'  my  irregularity  and 
ocia?  has  cost  him  is  greater,  far  greater,  than  any 
food  that  I  can  do  him  will  ever  recompense ;  but 
if  I  have  any  more  copy  I  will  try  to  do  better. 

"Pray  let  me  know  if  Mrs.  Boawell  is  friends 
with  me,  and  pay  my  respects  to  Veronica*  and 
Eaphcnia,  and  Alexander.  I  am*  Sir,  your  most 
bsaUe  servant.  Sam^  JouaaoK." 


BOSWEIX  TO  JOHNSON. 

**  Bdlaburgta,  Feb.  80. 1776. 
"  Too  have  illumioatcd  my  mind,  and  relieved 
Bffrom  imaginary  ahaekles  of  conscientious  obliga- 
^  Were  it  necesaary,  I  could  immediately  join 
ia  sa  entail  upon  the  series  of  heirs  approved  by 
!Dj  i^tiier;  but  it  is  better  not  to  act  too  sud- 
dmly." 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

••  Feb.  U.  im. 

"  Dtaa  Sia*  —  I  am  glad  that  what  I  could 
titok  or  say  haa  at  all  contributed  to  quiet  your 
tkooKhta.  Tour  resolution  not  to  act,  till  your 
<?>aioo  is  cosifimcd  by  more  deliberation,  is  very 
;ml  it  yoa  have  bean  scrupulous,  do  not  be  rash. 
I  bops  that,  aa  you  think  more,  and  take  oppor- 
(«utisa  of  talking  with  men  intelligent  in  queations 
•f  property,  you  will  be  able  to  free  youtaelf  from 
«wy  diOeulty.  When  I  wrote  last,  I  sent,  I 
t^  ten  packets.     Did  you  receive  them  all  ? 

*  You  mast  tell  Mrs.  Boswell  that  I  suspected 
im  to  have  written  without  your  knowledge  >,  and 
i^ocfare  did  not  ratum  any  answer,  lest  a  clandes* 
(Oi  eorrtspoodcDca  should  have  been  perniciously 
tecoftred.  I  will  write  to  bar  soon.  I  am,  dear 
te.&c  Sam.  Johnsov." 

Hiring  oomnniiiieated  to  Lord  Htulet  what 
^f.  Jobnton  wrote  coneeminff  tke  onettion 
*Uch  perplexed  me  so  much,  bia  lordship 
*n)C«  to  me :  **  Your  scruples  luiTe  produced 
aore  fniii  than  I  ever  expected  mm  them ; 


an  excellent  dissertation  on  general  principles 
of  morals  and  law.** 

I  wrote  to  Dr.  Johnson  on  the  2©th  of 
Febrnary,  complaining  of  melancholy,  and  ex- 
pressing a  strong  desire  to  be  with  him ;  in- 
forming him  that  the  ten  packets  came  all 
safe;  that  Lord  Hailes  was  much  obliged  to 
htm,  and  said  he  had  almost  wholly  removed 
his  scruples  against  entails. 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

"March  5  1776. 

*<  DsAa  Sta,  -—  I  have  not  had  your  letter  half 
an  hoori  as  you  lay  so  much  n^eight  upon  my 
notions*  I  should  think  it  not  just  to  delay  my 
answer*  I  am  very  sorry  that  your  melancholy 
should  return,  and  should  be  sorry  likewise  if  it 
could  have  no  relief  but  from  my  company.  My  I 
counad  you  may  have  when  you  pleaae  to  require 
it;  but  of  my  company  you  cannot  in  the  next 
month  have  much,  for  Mr.  Thrale  will  take  me  to 
Italy,  he  says,  on  the  1st  of  April. 

<*  Let  me  warn  you  very  earnestly  against 
scruples.  I  am  glad  that  you  ate  reconciled  to 
your  settlement,  and  think  it  a  great  honour  to 
have  shaken  Lord  Hailes's  opinion  of  enuils.  .  Do 
not,  however,  hope  wholly  to  reason  away  your 
troubles  t  do  not  <  feed  them  with  attention,  and 
they  will  die  imperceptibly  away.  Fix  your 
thoughts  upon  your  biisineaa»  fill  your  intervals 
with  company,  and  sunshine  will  again  break  in 
upon  your  mind.  If  you  will  come  to  me,  you 
must  come  very  quickly ;  and  even  then  I  know 
not  but  we  may  scour  the  country  together,  for  I 
have  a  mind  to  see  Oxford  and  Lichfield  before  I 
set  out  oo  this  long  journey.  To  thb  I  can  only 
add  that  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  most  alTectionate 
humUe  servant,  Sam.  Jobvsom." 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

•'  Mardi  19. 1776. 
•*  DsAa  Sia,  —  Very  cariy  in  April  we  leave 
England,  and  in  the  beginning  of  the  next  week  I 
shall  leave  London  for  a  short  time ;  of  this  I  think 
it  necessary  to  inform  you,  that  you  may  not  be 
diaappoint«d  in  any  of  your  enterprises.  I  had 
not  fully  resolved  to  go  into  the  country  before 
thu  day.  Please  to  make  my  compliments  to 
I^rd  Hailes;  and  mention  very  particularly  to 
Mrs.  Boswell  my  hope  that  she  is  reconciled  to^ 
Sir,  your  faithful  servant,  Sax.  Johnson." 

[JOHNSON  TO  JOHN  WESLEY. 


•« 


Feb.  6. 1776. 


to  Mb 
I 


ittaelnterasitof  s«ta|«tor  the  taoMy 


«(Sia,  —  When  I  received  your  *  Commentary 
on  the  Bible,'  I  durst  not  at  first  flatter  myself  that 
I  was  to  keep  it,  having  so  little  claim  to  so  valu- 
able a  present;  and  when  Mrs.  Hall'  informed  me 
of  your  kindness^  was  hindered  from  time  to  time 
from  returning  you  those  thanks  which  I  now 
entreat  you  to  accept.  —  I  have  tiiaaks  likewiae  to 
return  you  for  the  addition  of  your  important 
suffrage  to  my  argument  on  the  American  question. 
To  haTe  gained  such  a  mind  as  yours  may  justly 


s  Mr.  Wsiler'a  slater.-  Csoaia. 
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confirm  me  in  my  own  opinion.  What  efiect  my 
paper  has  upon  the  public,  I  know  not ;  but  J 
have  no  reason  to  be  discouraged.  The  lecturer 
was  surely  in  tlie  right,  who,  though  he  saw  his 
audience  slinking  away,  refused  to  quit  the  chair 
while  Plato  staid.  —  I  am.  reverend  Sir,  &C., 
—  Ilarwood  MSS,  "  Sam.  Jouxsoy.**] 

Above  thirty  years  ago,  the  heirs  of  Lord 
Chancellor  Clarendon  presented  the  university 
of  Oxford  with  the  continuation  of  his  ^*  His- 
torvi"  and  such  other  of  his  ]ordship*s  manu- 
scripts as  had  not  been  published,  on  condition 
that  the  profits  arising  from  their  publication 
should  be  applied  to  tlic  establishment  of  a 
manege  in  the  university.  *  The  gift  was  ac- 
cepted in  full  convocation.  A  person '  being 
now  recommended  to  Dr.  Johnson,  as  fit  to 
superintend  this  proposed  riding-school,  he 
exerted  himself  with  tnat  zeal  for  which  he  was 
remarkable  upon  every  similar  occasion.  But, 
on  inquiry  into  the  matter,  he  found  that  the 
scheme  was  not  likely  to  be  soon  carried  into 
execution ;  the  profits  arising  from  the  Claren- 
don press  bein<r,  from  some  mismanagement, 
very  scanty.  This  having  been  explained  to 
him  by  a  respectable  dignitary  of  the  church, 
who  had  good  means  of  knowing  it,  he  wrote 
a  letter  upon  the  subject,  which  at  once  ex- 
hibits his  extraordinary  precision  and  acute- 
ncs9,  and  his  warm  attachment  to  his  alma 
mater. 

JOHNSON  TO  DR.  WETHERELL, 
Matter  of  the  Umiveraitg  CoBege^  OtfordL 

**  March  19.  IHS. 

**  Dear  Sia,-—  Few  things  are  more  unpleasant 
than  the  transaction  of  business  with  men  who  are 
above  knowing  or  caring  what  they  have  to  do ; 
such  as  the  trustees  for  Lord  Combury*s  institution 
will,  perhaps,  appear  when  you  have  read  lif, 
••••••'s  letter. 

'*  The  last  part  of  the  Doctor's  letter  is  of  great 
importance.  The  complaint  >  which  he  makes,  I 
have  heard  long  ago,  and  did  not  know  but  it  was  re- 
dressed. It  is  unhappy  that  a  practice  so  erroneous 
has  not  been  altered;  for  altered  it  must  be,  or  our 
press  will  be  useless,  with  all  its  privileges.  The 
booksellers,  who,  like  all  other  men,  have  stronc 
prejudices  in  their  own  fitvour,  are  enough  inclined 
to  think  the  practice  of  printing  and  selling  books 
by  any  but  themselves,  an  encroachment  on  the 
rights  of  their  fraternity ;  and  have  need  of  stronger 
inducements  to  circulate  academical  publieations 
than  those  of  another:  for,  of  that  mutual  co- 
operation by  which  the  general  trade  is  carried 
on,  the  university  can  Iwar  no  part  Of  those 
whom  he  neither  loves  nor  fears,  and  from  whom 
he  expects  no  reciprocation  of  good  oflSces^  why 
should  any  man  promote  the  interest,  but  for  profit  ? 
I  suppose,  with  all  our  scholastic  ignorance  of  man- 


1  Th«  CUrcodon  ITSS^  and  anj  money  whkh  might 
■rite  from  the  m1«  or  puMtcation  of  tis«m,  wcro  fiTen  bjr 
Catherine.  Ducheei  Dowager  of  Qoeembwry,  as  a  beginning 
of  a  ^iiid  for  lupporting  a  mantee,  or  academj  for  riding,  and 
other  lutftil  eatrcUos,  la  Oaferd,  y— yi-'t  lo,  and  la  c 


r 

kind,  we  are  still  too  knowing  to  eipcct  that  the 
booksellers  will  erect  themselves  mto  pat:ot.v  ud 
buy  and  sell  under  the  infiuence  of  a  duinitrtf%u^ 
seal  for  the  promotion  of  learning. 

"  To  the  booksellers,  if  we  look  for  either  horo-jr 
or  profit  from  our  press,  not  only  tbetr  cou.Tai 
profit,  but  something  more,  must  be  allowed ;  aoj  < 
if  books,  printed  at  Oxford,  are  eipt<ctv<l  to  be 
rated  at  a  high  price,  tliat  price  must  be  lc>ie<l  oo 
the  public,  and  paid  by  the  ultimate  purcU^-r,  r^ut 
by  the  intermediate  agents     What  price  thail  be 
set  upon  the  book  is,  to  the  bookMllcrs.  whu.ii 
indifferent,  provided  that  they  gain  a  proportiuute  j 
profit  by  negotiating  the  sale.     Why  boob  ptintoi  ^ 
at  Oxford  should  be  particularly  dear,  I  am,  !••)▼• 
ever,  unable  to  find.     We  pay  no  rent ;  v«  i'  •tf.t 
many  of  our  instruments  and  materials ;  lo^:  rf; 
and  victuals  are  cheaper  than  at  London;  «.«^ 
therefore,  workmanship  ought,  at  least,  not  to  \x 
dearer.     Our  expenses  are  naturally  lesa  titan  th  m 
of  bookaellen ;  and,  in  moct  cases,  cummuut;a  m 
content  with  Icn  profit  than  individuals. 

*'  It  is,  perhaps,  not  considered  through  hn« 
many  hands  a  book  often  passes,  heSott  it  c-"-^ 
into  thoee  of  the  reader ;  or  what  part  of  th«  pr  •: 
each  hand  must  retain,  as  a  motive  for  tiauiniiiu : 
it  to  the  next 

*•  We  will  call  our  primary  agent  in  Lon  'o-  V* 
Cadell,  who  receives  our  books  firom  us  p^<^^  '"' 
room  in  his  warehouse,  and  issues  ther:i  o.i  ^> 
mand ;  by  him  they  are  sold  to  Mr.  DJiy.  >  «••  >" 
sale  bookseller,  who  sends  them  into  the  cvawf^ . 
and  the  last  seller  is  the  country  book«eitcT.    H*'" 
are  three  profits  to  be  paid  between  the  print'-  >• 
the  reader,  or,  in  the  style  of  commctce,  hct»^'«« 
the  manulkcturer  and  the  consumer ;  and  if  •• }  ^ 
these  profits  is  toopenuriously  distributed,  tm  |"- 
ccss  of  commerce  is  interrupt*^ 

«*Weare  now  come  to  the  practicsl  q«t^.•." 
what  is  to  be  done  ?  You  will  tell  me,  with  ut- " 
that  I  have  said  nothing,  till  I  declare  bo*  a  ^ 
according  to  my  opinion,  of  the  uhimjtt  ;'»-• 
ought  to  be  distributed  through  the  vhvtr  *-^^** 
sion  of  sale. 

*■  Tlie  deduction,  I  am  alrmid,  will  appea-  *^ 
great ;  but  let  it  be  con^iidered  l>efi>rr  it  »  r'  "^^ 
We  must  allow,  for  profit,  between  W  ■'  *^ 
thirty-five  per  cent,  between  aia  and  arvvx  «  *'^ 
in  the  pound ;  that  is,  for  ercry  book  vt  **.  r-^n 
the  last  buyer  twenty  shilltnga,  we  mu«t  r^  "Tt 
Mr.  Cadell  witli  something  Icsa  than  fimrt««^  ^< 
must  set  the  copies  at  fourteen  shillingi  fL-..^ 
superadd  what  is  called  the  quarterly  bo«.4«  <  "^ 
every  hundred  books  so  charged  ve  muse  Or.  *  f  4 
hundred  and  four. 

"The  profits  will  then  stand  thw  —  **^ 
Cadell,  who  nuts  no  hasard,  and  givrt  i*^  '  ^ 
will  be  paid  lor  warehouse  room  and  att,r4i  '  % 
a  shilling  profit  on  eadi  book,  and  h>s  c  'r  *i 
the  quarterly  book:  Mr.  Dilly,  who  h. 
book  for  fifteen  shillings,  and  who  will  rtr\ 
quarterly  book  if  be  takca  ^^9  and  twr  ' 
send  it  to  bia  eouatry  customer  at  aatirn  «•'.  ■# 


armatloa  of.  the  last  witl  of  Henry  Lord  fifd* 
the  10th  dai  of  Attgwt.  I7»l.  —  A^ 

s  A  M r  Carter.  —  Caoara. 

s  I  aoopoeo  the  eonplatnt 
Oxfbfd  pms  did  aoi  allov  the 
dont  prodt  npoa  v 
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pence,  by  which,  wt  th«  haurd  of  lom,  and  the 
KTtainty  of  \oag  credit,  he  gains  the  regular  profit 
often  per  cent,  which  is  expected  iii  the  whole&ale 
indt:  the  country  bookseller,  buying  at  sixteen 
and  Mxpeace,  and  commonly  trusting  a  conNiderable 
timi-,  g;iins  but  three  and  sixpence,  and  if  he  trusts 
I  year,  not  much  more  than  two  and  sixpence ; 
(,th«,rwise  than  aa  he  may,  perhaps,  take  as  long 
cmiit  hi  be  gives. 

"  With  less  profit  than  this,  and  more  you  see  he 
annot  have,  the  country  bookseller  cannot  live  ;  for 
bis  r<Tci[>ti  are  small,  and  his  debts  sometimes  bad. 

"Tims,  dear  Sir,  1  haTC  been  incited  by  Dr. 
*•••••'$  letter  to  give  you  a  detail  of  the  circula- 
tion of  books,  which,  perhaps,  every  man  has  not 
Ul  oiiportuDity  of  koowmg ;  and  which  those 
v:*o  kiiow  it,  do  not,  perhaps,  always  dixtinctly 
c-QMiler.  —  I  ain»  8te.,  Sam.  Johnson.*'* 

iluvin^  arriTed  in  London  late  on  Friday, 
thi'  ]5th  of  March,  I  hastened  next  morning 
t  *  wait  on  Dr.  Johnson,  at  his  house ;  but 
:>unil  he  was  removed  irom  Johnson*s  Court, 
•V'  7^  to  Bolt  Court,  No.  8.,  still  keeping  to  his 
fi^ '  .rite  Fleet  Street.  My  reflection  at  the 
t  :a  >  upnn  this  change,  as  marked  in  mj  jour- 
r-:il  ly  OS  foUows :  ^^  I  felt  a  foolish  regret  that 
m' hui  left  a  court  which  bore  his  name*;  but 
:  ^11  not  foolish  to  be  affected  with  some  ten- 
ii»rn«'«s  of  regard  for  a  place  in  which  I  had 
'^'Ti  Lim  a  great  deal,  from  whence  I  had  often 
^<'  H  a  better  and  a  happier  man  than  when  I 
^t  in,  and  which  had  often  appeared  to  my 
Dbijrination,  while  I  trode  its  pavcnent  in  the 
**<'^n  darkness  of  the  night,  to  be  sacred  to 
»>*ioai  and^tT.**  Bein^  informed  that  he 
*-<  xt  Mr.'ntrale*8  in  the  Boroifgh,  I  hastened 
'iitbtT,  and  found  Mrs.  Thrale  and  him  at 
br^fasL  I  was  kindly  welcomed.  In  a  mo- 
*^t  be  was  in  a  full  glow  of  conversation,  and 
I  (:!t  myself  derated  as  if  brought  into  another 
>uu:  of  beinjT.  Mrs.  Thrale  and  I  looked  to 
^b  other  while  he  talked,  and  our  looks  ez- 
^^^  our  coDffenial  admiration  and  affection 
(tf  him.  I  shau  ever  recollect  this  scene  with 
r^  plessore.  I  exdaimal  to  her,  ^I  am 
•fiw  tatellectttally,  Hermippui  redtvimu  * ;  I  am 
^>i«reiUired  bj  him,  by  transfiision  of  mind.** 
*"  There  are  manr,**  she  replied,  ^  who  admire 

^i  respect  Mr.  Johnson ;   but  you  and  I  love 

man** 

He  seemed  Tery  happy  in  the  near  prospect 
^  .''ting  to  Italy  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thrale. 

*  B  it,"  said  be,  **  before  leavins  England,  I  am 
*<^  t&ke  a  jaunt  to  Oxford,  Birmingham,  my 
z'  ^^.^*^J  Lichfield,  and  my  old^  friend  Dr. 
^  ■ ' '  T  s  at  Ashbourne,  in  Derbyshire.    I  shall 

*  M  a  few  days,  and  you,  Boswell,  shall  go 
«■  u  mt*  *  I  was  rea<ly  to  accompany  him ; 
'^:  wiilin;;  even  to  leave  London  to  liave  the 
{•sAKire  of  his  conversation. 


(«Si 
'        Urti 


hi  siviaa  tkif  Aill  and  elssr  ttstsmsnt  lo  tbs 
si*,  hf  Um  authorltj  of  th#  sr**t«»t  author 
iblo  bodj  of  men.  V  e  iiookwllrr*  of 
raaectloof,  as  if  tbfir  proAtt  wtre 
Dr.  Johnson  lu«  hert  allowod 
^Boawttc 


I  mentioned  with  much  regret  the  extrava- 
gance of  the  representative  of  a  great  family 
m  Scotland,  by  which  there  was  danger  of 
its  being  ruined  ;  and  as  Johnson  respected  it 
for  its  antiquity,  he  joined  with  mc  in  thinking 
it  would  be  happy  if  this  person  should  die. 
Mrs.  Thrale  seemed  shocked  at  this,  as  feudal 
barbarity,  and  said,  ^  I  do  not  understand  this 
preference  of  the  estate  to  its  owner ;  of  the 
land  to  the  man  who  walks  upon  that  land." 
Johnson.  ^^  Nay,  madam,  it  is  not  a  preference 
of  the  land  to  its  owner ;  it  is  the  preference 
of  a  family  to  an  individual.  Here  is  an  esta- 
blishment in  a  country,  which  is  of  importance 
for  ages,  not  only  to  the  chief  but  to  his  people; 
an  establishment  which  extends  upwards  and 
downwards ;  that  this  should  be  destroyed  by 
one  idle  fellow  is  a  sad  thing.*' 

He  said,  **  Entails  are  good,  because  it  is 
good  to  preserve  in  a  country  serieses  of  men, 
to  whom  the  people  are  accustomed  to  look  up 
as  to  their  leaders.    But  I  am  for  leaving  a 

3uantity  of  land  in  commerce,  tn  excite  m- 
ustry,  and  keep  money  in  the  country ;  for  if 
no  land  were  to  be  bought  in  the  country, 
there  would  be  no  encouragement  to  acquire 
wealth,  because  a  family  could  not  be  founded 
there ;  or  if  it  were  acquired,  it  must  be  carried 
away  to  another  country  where  land  may  be 
bought.  And  although  the  land  in  every 
country  will  remain  the  same,  and  be  as  fertile 
where  there  is  no  money,  as  where  there  is,  yet 
all  that  portion  of  the  happiness  of  civil  bfe, 
which  is  produced  by  money  circulating  in  a 
country,  would  be  lost.**  Boswell.  "  Then, 
Sir,  would  it  be  for  the  advantage  of  a  country 
that  all  its  lands  were  sold  at  once  f  **  Jodk- 
80N.  *^  So  far,  Sir,  as  money  produces  good, 
it  would  be  an  advantage;  for  then  that 
coimtry  would  have  as  much  money  circulating 
in  it  as  it  is  worth.  But  to  be  sure  this  would 
be  counterbalanced  by  disadvantages  attending 
a  total  change  of  proprietors.** 

I  expressed  my  opinion  that  the  power  of 
entailing  should  be  limited  thus :  *^  Tliat  there 
should  be  one-third,  or  perhaps  one-half,  of  the 
land  of  a  country  kept  free  for  commerce  ; 
that  the  proportion  allowed  to  be  entailed 
should  be  parcelled  out  so  that  no  family  could 
entail  above  a  certain  quantity.  Let  a  family, 
according  to  the  abilities  of  its  representatives, 
be  richer  or  poorer  in  different  generations,  or 
always  rich  if  its  representatives  be  always 
wise :  but  let  its  absolute  permanency  be  mo- 
derate, fn  this  way  we  should  be  certain  of 
there  being  always  a  number  of  established 
roots ;  and  as,  in  the  course  of  nature,  tliere  is 
in  every  age  an  extinction  of  some  families, 
there  would  be  continual  openings  for  men 


*  He  Mid,  when  In  ScotUnd.  that  ho  wai  Johnnon  <if  that 
lik BuswtLL.     See  pu$t,  tub  April  2S.  1778.  —  CsoKsn. 

*  The  work  of  Cobmuon,  a  Gerni«n  phy •Ician,  trnnslatrd 
by  Dr.  CAinplicll.  In  which  If  advanred  the  potilbility  of 

[prolonging  lite  bjr  the  trnniplrstion  of  TOttitg  breath  by  old 
uDft.    Sceanii,  p.  Ui.  —  Csoass,  1B46. 
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ambitious  of  perpetuity;  to  plant  a  stock  in  the 
entail  g^xmnd.*'*  Johnsoh  **  Why,  Sir,  man- 
kind will  be  better  able  to  regulate  the  sjatem 
of  entails,  when  the  evil  of  too  much  land  being 
locked  up  by  them  is  felt,  than  we  can  do  at 
present,  when  it  is  not  felt*' 

I  mentioned  Dr.  Adam  Smith's  book  on 
**'  The  Wealth  of  Nations,**  which  was  just  pub- 
lished, and  that  Sir  John  Priiigle  had  obeorved 
to  me,  that  Dr.  Smith,  who  hwl  never  been  in 
trade,  could  not  be  expected  to  write  well  on 
that  subject,  any  more  than  a  lawyer  upon 
physic.  JoHRSoir.  **  He  is  mistaken,  Sir ;  a 
man  who  has  never  been  engaged  in  trade  him- 
self may  undoubtedly  write  well  upon  trade, 
and  there  is  nothing  which  requires  more  to  be 
illustrated  bv  philosophy  than  tnde  does.  As 
to  mere  wealth,  that  is  to  say,  money,  it  is  clear 
that  one  nation  or  one  individual  cannot  in- 
crease its  store  but  by  making  another  poorer : 
but  trade  procures  what  is  more  valuable,  the 
reciprocation  of  the  peculiar  advantages  of  dif- 
ferent countries.  A  merchant  seldom  thinks 
but  of  his  own  particular  trade.  To  write  a 
good  book  upon  it,  a  man  must  have  extensive 
views.  It  is  not  necessary  to  have  practised, 
to  write  well  upon  a  subject.**  I  mentioned 
law  as  a  subject  on  which  no  man  could  write 
well  without  practice.  Jomrsov.  ^  Whv,  Sir, 
in  England,  where  so  much  mon^y  is  to  be  got 
by  the  practiee  of  the  law,  most  of  our  writers 
upon  it  have  been  in  practice ;  though  Black- 
stone  had  not  been  much  in  practice  when  he 
published  his  *  Commentaries.  But  upon  the 
continent,  the  great  writers  on  law  have  not  all 
been  in  practice:  Grotius,  indeed,  was;  but 
PuiTendorf  was  not;  Burlamaqui  was  not.*** 

When  we  had  talked  of  the  great  consequence 
which  a  man  acquired  by  being  emnloved  in 
hb  profession,  I  suggested  a  doubt  of  the  justice 
of  tlie  general  opinion,  that  it  is  improper  in  a 
lawyer  to  solicit  employment ;  for  why,  1  uiged, 
should  it  not  be  equally  allowable  to  solicit  that 
as  the  means  of  consequence,  as  it  is  to  solicit 
votes  to  be  elected  a  member  of  parliament  ? 
Mr.  Strahaa  had  told  me  that  a  countryman  of 
his  and  mine  ^  who  had  risen  to  eminence  in 
the  law,  had,  when  first  making  his  way,  soli- 
cited him  to  ^t  him  employed  in  city  causes. 
JoHNSOif .  **  Sir,  it  is  wrong  to  stir  up  lawsuits ; 
but  when  once  it  is  certain  that  a  lawsuit  is  to 
go  on,  there  is  nothing  wrong  in  a  lawyer*s 
endeavouring  that  he  shall  have  the  benefit, 


1  Th*  priTflcM  of  perpecuattng  In  a  toniljr  %n  MUte  tad 
anni  hutffeaubfy  trvm  genrrntlon  to  generation  it  enjoyed 
by  Dotie  of  hit  iB^e«u *•  tul^ecti  except  la  ScoClaod,  where 
the  ieirid   Bctlon  of /Im<  and  recovrrv    is  unknown.     It  it  a 

Erivileite  lo  |»rood.  that  I  should  think  It  would  be  proper  to 
ave  the  exerciae  of  it  dependent  on  the  rofal  prerogative.  It 
loemi  ab*urd  to  permit  the  power  of  perpetuating  their 
repietrntation  to  men,  who,  having  had  no  emloenl  merit, 
have  truly  no  name.  The  king,  *m  the  Impartial  flober  ol 
hit  people,  would  never  refuse  to  grant  the  prtvllage  to  Ihoae 
vho  de«<^ved  It.  —  BvewtLL. 

*  Neither  Grottus.  FtiVfndarf,  nor  Burlamamri,  were  wH> 
Cars  on  what  ran  tie  strictly  called  nractical  law ;  and  the 
great  writers  on  practical  law,  iu  all  countries,  have  bean 
practical  lawyers.  —  CaoKsa. 


rather  than  another.**  '  Bobwkll.  **  Too  vwld 
not  solicit  employment,  Sir,  if  70a  vtre  1  ' 
lawyer  f  **  JoaHSOR.  **No,  Sir ;  but  not  be-  ' 
cause  I  should  think  it- wrong,  but  beesme  I  | 
should  disdain  it**  Hus  wassfooddisdnniom 
which  will  be  felt  by  men  of  just  pride  H<  > 
proceeded :  **  However,  I  would  not  btre  t ' 
lawyer  to  be  wanting  to  himself  iu  wng  fur  < 
means.  I  would  have  him  to  inject  ^  i  litti« 
hint  now  and  then^  to  prevent  his  being  over-  ' 
looked.** 

Lord  Mountstnart*a  bill  for  a  Scotch  nilitii. 
in  supporting  which  his  lordship  had  natk  m 
able  speech  ^  in  the  House  of  Cobnmbi,  vu 


now  a  pretty  general  topic  of  coavfnitioiL  1 
Jomisoir.    ^  As  Scotland  eontribatei  w  liule 
land-tax  towards  the  general  nipp^  ^  ^  \ 
nation,  it  ought  not  to  have  a  militia  paid  oct  1 
of  the  general  fend,  unless  it  should  be  thwc^t  I 
for  the  general  interest  that  Scotland  ifaonld »« 
protected  from  an  invasion,  which  no  mia  oa  | 
think  will  happen ;  for  what  enemy  wooM  i*^ 
vade  Scotlana,  where  there  is  nothing  to  be  ^t ' 
No,  Sir;  now  that  the  Scotch  have  not  tb<>ittT 

of  English  soldiers  spent  among  thea,  12  ^ 
many  troops  are  sent  abroad,  they  are  tmr; 
to  get  money  another  way,  by  having  a  m'  -'*• 
pan.  If  they  are  afraid,  and  serioofljr  <i0a* 
to  have  an  anned  force  to  defend  theou  thij 
should  pay  for  it.  Your  scheme  is  to  renis  k 
part  of  your  land-tax,  by  making  us  psr  wd 
dothe  y^r  militia.**  Boawnix.  "Y(Mikou*i 
not  talk  of  we  and  jfou,  Sir;  tbcrebao*  ^^ 
untpn.**  JoBssoii.  **  There  mast  be  a  difusc- 
tion  of  interest,  while  the  proporCioos  of  Us^ 
tax  are  so  unequaL  If  x  orUiire  should  u^. 
^  Instead  of  peving  our  land-tax,  we  will  btf 
a  greater  number  of  militia,*  it  would  be  «* 
reasonable.**  In  this  aignmeiit  ny  friend  ^ 
certainly  in  the  wronff.  Tlie  land-tax  a  ■ 
unequally  propertionedbetween  ^cr«9t  ftf* 
of  Englano,  as  between  JSogleiid  and  SeiAia'^ 
nay,  it  is  conaiderably  uneoaal  in  ScocUoJ  i^ 
self.  But  the  land-tax  ia  but  a  assail  pan  • 
the  numerous  brancbca  of  public  rrveDor.^ 
of  which  Scotland  pays  precisely  as  Knft« 
does.  A  French  invasion  aaftde  in  ScuuaDi 
would  aoon  penetrate  into  England. 

lie  thus  discoursed  upon  aupposedobV^H 
in  settling  esutes :  "« Where  •  nm  pu  tb' tf 
limited  property  of  an  eatete,  there  is  no  u^ 
tion  upon  lum  injwrtet  to  leeve  it  te  one  ^^ 
rather  than  to  another.     Then  is  a  moun  i 


I<amhhnromin^  aad  Barl  as 

*  Qnere,  *yh^)ert  ?  a  word 
Ami.  Mtf  Jmi.,  UL  S.^  ~ 

•  Boawell  wrote  to  Mr.WilkM  oq  tM* 
1776:  —■*  1  am  delighted  to  Sad  that  ay 
Maeenas.  ny  Lord  Moitntstnart , 
the  Scotch  asllltla  bill.*'  —  ITidMv'a 
p.  319.    Mr.  Boswell's  M4 
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preference  from  kmAuu,  and  this  kindness  is 

I  poer^y  enlerteined  for  the  nearest  relation. 

I  u  I  oiM  a  particular  man  a  sum  of  money,  I 

I  imobliged  to  let  that  man  have  the  next  money 

I  I  ^  and  cannot  in  justice  let  another  have  it; 

'  bat  if  I  owe  monej  to  no  man,  I  may  dispose 

I  of  what  I  get  as  I  {dease.    Thore  is  not  a  de^ 

'  ktm  Jat&a  to  a  man's  next  heir ;  there  is 

,  ooi/  a  debiitm  cankOit,    It  is  plain,  then,  that 

;  I  bare  morally  a  choice  aooordinfl;  to  my  liking. 

(  If  I  hate  a  brother  in  want,  ne  has  a  claim 

■  from  affisction  to  my  asriitance ;  but  if  I  have 

ibo  a  brother  in  want,  whom  I  like  better,  he 

'  bu  a  preferable  daim.    The  right  of  an  heir 

at  law  is  only  this,  that  he  is  to  hare  the  suc- 

eeaiioo  to  an  estate,  in  case  no  other  person  is 

tppointed  to  it  by  the  owner.     His  right  is 

urel  J  prefen^le  to  that  of  the  king.** 

Wegoi  into  a  boat  to  cross  over  to  Black- 

fritfi ;  and  as  we  moved  alon?  the  Thames,  I 

talked  to  him  of  a  little  volume,  which,  al- 

topetber  nnknown  to  him,  was  advertised  to  be 

published  in  a  few  days,  under  the  title  of 

"  Johnsoniana,  or  Bon*mots  of  Dr.  Johnson.** 

JoHiso!!.      **Sir,  it  is  a  miffhty  impudent 

tkiag.**!    BoawBU..    *'Pray,  bir,  could  you 

bare  no  redress  if  you  were  to  j^osecute  a 

publisher  for  bringing  out,  under  your  name, 

*b«t  TOO  never  aaid,  and  ascribing  to  you  dull 

ftapid  iiomgnse,  or  makins  you  swear  pro- 

faofljt  as  many  ignorant  relaters  of  your  oor- 

fti^fdo?**    JoBinoH.    "No,  Sir;   there  will 

aivari  be  some  tntth  mixed  with  the  falsehood, 

■ad  how  can  it  be  ascertained  how  much  is 

tne  and  hew  much  is  false?    Besides,  Sir, 

wUt  damages  would  a  jury  give  me  for  having 

^tca  repreMUted  as  swearing  ?  **     Bobwsll. 

*!  think,  Sir,  vou  should  at  least  diaavew  such 

a  publication,  because  the  world  and  posterity 

iMibt  with  maeh  plausible  foundation  say, 

'Here  is  a  volume  which  was  publicly  adver- 

n»«l  and  came  out  in  Dr,  Johnaon*s  own  name, 

>^l  hf  Us  Bflence,  was  admitted  by  him  to  be 

iftttme.***    Jommmm.    ^I  ahall  give  myself 

^  trottble  about  the  matter.** 


Tbt 


flUlof 


jMt*boolu 

■'!  9*h  9^  llul«  of  JblHUOQ  InttV-TdaoKBii. 

*  *ttlHNifh  Mr.  Laoifton  wm  a  bmii  of  itiict  veradtjr,  I 

tnm  ti»0  tOTin  vvfUky  JHtmdt  which  Botwell  me- 

iberof 


«:f  MiMwiitBiM  to  Mr.  Loiston,  u  well  as  the  narol 

««•  her«  mMUHt.  Botwell  teeiiM  alimjt  to 
vich  giirt  rrnrd,  bimI  jrot  Uio  mMler  will 
la,  itoOMthnitf  iha  wbola  work,  loo  ready  to 
of  hhn.  ~  CaoKBE. 
ho  laM,  **  A  ttory  la  a  ipedmon  of 
raa  tta  solo  valoo  tnm  Ita  truth. 
*^  Fools  Ina  told  m»  aooMChlof.  1  dtMaba  tt  from  any 
•M >*•  a ^Mri^  akadow I  whtnk^roolda  toilt BM Mmo- 
^•<  leaa«doriBf»aira»foaMawdoraaklpathaiDore.'*— 
—  4  aaatlaiMn  ottttof  iwst  to  JobuHm  at  a  table 
itof  the  eompaof  with  foaa  maf- 
^^  ■  '  IT.  '•  Why,  Dr.  Joho- 
*«»  t  ia  laooaaMo  tkat  thia  hnpudont  frUaw  ahoald  know 

**Nay,  tlr."  replied 
Into  oompany  wHh 
forUttth."-*Oa- 


*«»  ^  u  laooaiWo  tkat  taia  nof  uoont  i 
^MHRbor  barvlHttlMhaetflMttJ.'*  *< 
f^aa  haitffy,  **  If  «•  vaBtura  to  coaie 
'■»  oe  lw«BoHalit«  I  Bhiok,  to  look 


*"  aaja  Mn.  Pteasi,  **  why  hia  afiawiory  waa 

nifbt  bo  drrtved  frooa  bla  rigid  atten. 

mmtf  reeoired  to  rtlaia  arery  fact 

•veo  oo  the  iinallor  parts  of  Ufa  with 

•uch  paiaasat  a*  etcape 

His  rrracHy  was»  lodeod. 


He  was,  perhape,  above  suffering  from  such 
spurious  publications;  but  I  comd  not  help 
tbinking,  that  many  men  would  be  much  in- 
jured in  their  rotation,  by  having  absurd 
and  vicious  savings  imputed  to  them ;  and  that 
redress  ought  in  such  cases  to  be  given. 

He  said,  ^  The  value  of  every  story  depends 
on  its  heme  true.  A  story  is  a  picture  either 
of  an  individual  or  of  human  nature  in  general : 
if  it  be  false,  it  k  a  picture  of  nothii^.  For 
instance:  suppose  a  man  should  tell  that  John- 
son, before  setting  out  for  Italy,  as  he  had  to 
cross  the  Alps,  sat  down  to  make  himself  winfli. 
This  many  people  would  believe ;  but  it  woiud 
be  a  picture  of  nothing.  ♦♦♦♦♦♦♦  «  (naming  a 
worthy  friend  of  ours)  used  to  think  a  story,  a 
story,  till  I  showed  him  that  truth  waa  essential 
to  it.**  I  observed,  that  Foote  entertained  us 
with  stories  which  were  not  true ;  but  that, 
indeed,  it  was  properly  not  as  narratives  that 
Foote*8  stories  pleased  us,  but  as  coUectioDs  of 
ludicrous  images.  Johhsov.  ^  Foote  is  quite 
impartial,  for  ne  tells  lies  of  every  body.**  ^ 

The  importance  of  strict  and  scrupulous 
veracity  cannot  be  too  often  inculcated.  John- 
son was  known  to  be  so  rigidly  attentive  to  it, 
that  even  in  his  common  conversation  the 
slightest  circumstance  was  mentioned  with 
exact  precision.^ 

The  knowledge  of  his  having  such  a  principle 
and  habit  made  his  friends  have  a  perfect  re- 
liance on  the  truth  of  every  thing  that  he  told, 
however  it  miffht  have  been  doubted  if  told  by 
many  others.  Aa  an  instance  of  this,  I  may  men- 
tion an  odd  incident  which  herdated  as  having 
happened  to  him  one  night  in  Fleet  Street. 
""  A  eentiewoman,**  aaid  he,  ^*  b^ged  I  wotdd 
give  ner  my  arm  to  assist  her  in  crossing  the 
street,  which  I  accordingly  did ;  upon  which 
she  offered  me  a  shilling,  supposins  me  to  be 
the  watchman.  I  perceived  that  she  was  some- 
what in  liquor.**  This,  if  told  by  most  people, 
would  have  been  thought  an  invention ;  woen 
told  by  Johnson,  it  was  believed  by  his  friends 
as  much  as  if  they  had  seen  what  paased.^ 


from  tha  most  trMal  to  thonost  •otemo  occasioos,  strict  rren 
te  severity ;  ha  seoroMi  to  ensbeUiah  a  story  with  Sctitlous 
circamstaaces,  which  (he  used  to  say)  took  off  from  its  r«al 
TAlue.  "  A  slory,**  ha  laSd,  **  should  be  a  spedmra  of  IKa 
and  manners  i  but  If  the  surroimdlng  drcumstanees  ar«  false, 
as  It  is  no  more  a  representatioa  of  reali^,  It  la  no  longer 
worthy  our  attentteo.**— >  CnoKBa. 

*  Mms  Reynolds  safs  that  she  wonders  why  Mr.  Boswell 
should  think  this  anecdote  so  surprising,  for  Johnson's  dress 
was  so  mean  (until  his  pension)  that  he  might  have  been 
mlalaken  for  a  haggar.  Mrs.  Ploaai  tells  of  another  street 
adreotare.  As  he  was  walking  along  tha  Strand,  a  gentleman 
stappad  out  of  soma  naighbourlng  tavern,  with  bis  napkin  In 
his  hand  and  no  hat,  and  stopping  him  aa  dvilly  as  he  could  • 
"  1  brg  your  pardon,  sir  t  but  you  are  Dr.  Johnaon,  I  believe.** 
'*  Yes,  sir."  **  We  have  a  wager  <lBpandlng  on  your  reply : 
pray,  sir.  Is  It  irHpmrakle  or  irrepMrmUe  that  one  shoidd 
say  ?  "  **  The  iati,  I  think,  sir.  answered  Dr.  Johnson,  for 
the  adverb  [ad)Ktlve]  ought  to  follow  the  verb ;  but  you  had 
better  eonsult  my  Dletloranr  than  ma,  tor  that  waa  the  result 
of  mora  thought  than  you  will  now  give  ma  lime  for.'*  "  Mo, 
no,"  replied  the  gentleman,  aiily,  "  tha  btak  1  hay  no  oar* 
lalnty  at  all  of ;  but  here  Is  tno  mmtkor^  to  whom  1  referred : 
I  have  won  my  twonty  gulnoas  quite  fairly,  and  am  much 
obliged  lo  you.  sir}**  so  shaking  Dr.  Johnson  kindly  by  tha 
hand,  ha  went  back  to  Snlsb  his  dinner  or  dessert.**  —  AntC' 
thin.  The  Dictionary  gtvat,  and  rightly,  a  contrary  deci- 
sion. —  CaOKKB. 


480 


BOSWELL'S  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


177a 


We  landed  at  the  Temple  Stairs,  where  we 
parted.  I  found  him  in  the  evening  in  Mrs. 
Wiliiams^s  room.  We  talked  of  religious  orders. 
He  said,  ^  It  is  as  unreasonable  for  a  man  to 
go  into  a  Carthusian  convent  for  fear  of  being 
immoral,  as  for  a  man  to  cut  oflf  his  hands  for 
fear  be  should  steal.  There  is,  indeed,  great 
resolution  in  the  immediate  act  of  dismember- 
ing himself;  but  when  that  is  once  done,  he 
bus  no  longer  any  merit :  for  though  it  is  out  of 
his  power  to  steal,  yet  he  may  nil  his  life  be  a 
thief  in  his  heart.  So  when  a  man  has  once 
become  a  Carthusian,  he  is  obliged  to  continue 
so,  whether  he  chooses  it  or  not.  Tlieir  silence, 
too,  is  absurd.  We  read  in  the  Gospel  of  the 
apostles  being  sent  to  preach,  but  not  to  hold 
their  tongues.  All  severity  that  docs  not  tend 
to  increase  good,  or  prevent  evil,  is  idle.  I  said 
to  the  Lady  Abbess  of  a  covcnt,  '  Madam,  you 
are  here,  not  for  the  love  of  virtue,  but  the 
fear  of  vice.*  She  said,  *  She  should  remember 
this  ns  long  as  she  lived.*  **  I  thought  it  hard 
to  give  her  this  view  of  her  situation,  when 
she  could  not  help  it ;  and  indeed,  I  wondered 
at  the  whole  of  what  he  now  said ;  because, 
both  in  his  "  Rambler  •*  and  **  Idler,"  he  treats 
religious  austerities  with  much  solemnity  of 
respect. 

Finding  him  still  persevering  in  his  absti- 
nence from  wine,  I  ventured  to  speak  to  him 
of  it.  JoHNBoif.  "  Sir,  I  have  no  objection 
to  a  man*8  drinking  wine,  if  he  can  do  it  in 
moderation.  I  found  myself  apt  to  go  to 
excess  in  it,  and  therefore,  after  having  been  for 
gome  time  without  it,  on  account  of  illness,  I 
thought  it  better  not  to  return  to  it.  Every 
man  is  to  judge  for  himself,  according  to  the 
effects  which  he  experiences.  One  of  the 
fathers  tells  us,  he  round  fasting  made  him  so 
peevish  that  he  did  not  practise  it.** 

Though  he  often  enlarged  upon  the  evil  of 
intoxication, 'he  was  by  no  means  harsh  and 
unforgiving  to  those  who  indulged  in  occasional 
excess  in  wine.  One  of  his  friends  *,  I  well 
remember,  came  to  sup  at  a  tavern  with  him 
and  some  other  gentlemen,  and  too  plainly  dis- 
covered that  he  nad  drunk  too  mucn  at  dmner. 
When  one  who  loved  mischief,  thinking  to 
produce  a  severe  censure,  asked  Johnson,  a 


I  Probabljr  Mr.  B«ifwHI  hlmwir,  wbofrraaently  cnmmittcd 
thne  tndlicreCiont.  Hanosh  Mora,  dcscnMng  m  dinner  in 
1781,  at  Blfhop  SMplejr'a,  vher«  there  were  prv^nt  Lord  and 
Lady  Spencer  and  Lady  AUborp.  Johnion.  Reynolds  ftc, 
iayi,  **  I  WHS  heartily  disgusted  with  Mr.  Dmwf  II.  who  carae 
up  lUiri  after  dinner,  much  disordered  «tth  vine,  and  ad- 
dreasMi  me  in  a  manner  which  drew  from  me  a  sharp  rebuke, 
for  which  1  (aucy  he  will  not  readily  foriiive  me."  (Mfm.  i. 
ait).  Iiitempftrance  was,  indeed,  too  much  the  fashion  in 
those  days.  Tlie  present  oentory  has  shown  a  growing 
reformation  in  this  point.  —  CaoKm,  1S46. 

*  This  api>ears  tobean  iU-choscn  illustration.  It  seems, 
on  the  contrary,  that  there  are  few  powers  of  mind  so  une. 
quAlly  g\tm  n  those  connected  with  ummbrr$.  The  few  who 
have  tnem  in  any  extraordin.try  degree,  llhe  Jededlah  Hus- 
ton, an^  like  the  hoys  Bidder  and  Colhome,  of  our  limes, 
seem  to  have  little  other  intellectual  |io»er.  Seeaerounia 
of  Buatoit  in  Gent  Mug.  vol.  xxl.  p.  Gl.  and  vol.  axiv.  p.  tSl. 
-*  Caonaa,  ltt3l .    1  reprint  this  note, as  1  believe  the  oplolim 


I 


few  dajs  afterwards,  **Well,  8ir,what  did 
jrour  fnend  say  to^ou,  as  an  apology  for  be\i\<^ 
in  such  a  situation?**  Johnson  answenii, 
^  Sir,  he  said  all  that  a  man  $k<mid  stj :  he 
said  he  waa  sorry  for  it** 

I  heard  him  once  give  avery  judicioospnc- 
tical  advice  upon  the  snbiect :  ^  A  man  vbo 
has  been  drinkmgwine  at  all  freely  8hou\dnncT 
go  into  a  new  company.  With  those  who  hau 
partaken  of  wine  with  him,  he  may  be  nreMy 
well  in  unison;  but  he  will  probably  b)- 
oflfensive,  or  appear  ridiculous,  to  o:ber 
people. 

^  He  allowed  very  great  influence  to  cibca* 
tion.  ^*  I  do  not  deny.  Sir,  but  there  a  scn.e 
original  difference  in  minds ;  but  it  b  noi\;^Ti: 
in  comparison  of  what  is  formed  by  eHuciiti  n. 
We  mav  instance  the  science  of  nan/"  a. 
which  all  minds  are  equallv  capable  of  z\\i-r 
ing  3 ;  yet  we  find  a  prodigious  difiercDi-c  '.a 
the  powers  of  different  men,  in  that  r^-n-u  I 
after  they  are  grown  up,  because  their  nu:  '« 
have  been  more  or  less  exercised  in  it :  t  d  I 
think  the  same  cause  will  explain  the  ditTvivt.  x 
of  excellence  in  other  things,  gradaticm  >  • 
mitting  always  some  diflereoee  in  the  ii'i'. 
principles.** 

This  is  a  difficult  subject ;  but  it  is  U^-  ' 
hope  that  diligence  may  do  a  great  deal   ^^( 
are  sure  of  what  it  can  do,  in  increasing  <  ^ 
mechanical  force  and  dexterity. 

I  a^in  visited  him  on  Mofuiav.  He  tr  k 
occasHm  to  enlarge,  as  he  often  did,  upon  v.' 
wretchedness  of  a  sea^life.  **  A  afaip  n  virM 
than  a  gaol.  There  is,  in  a  g»oi,  oetti-r  -^'i 
better  company,  better  conveniency  of  rr  -^ 
kmd;  and  a  ship  has  the  additional  dt^  :*^' 
tage  of  being  in  danger.  When  mai  tt^'-  *| 
like  a  sea-liie,  they  are  not  fit  to  live  on  U.*  -  ^ 
"  Then,**  said  I,  ••  it  would  be  «tucI  in  •  u  ^ 
to  breed  his  son  to  the  sea.*  Johksosi  **  U 
would  be  cruel  in  a  fadier  who  ffaioks  as  I  <-i 
Men  go  to  sea,  before  thej  know  the  u*.!  s^ 
piness  of  that  way  of  life;  and  when  tkr^  U.  i 
come  to  know  it,  they  cannot  evape  trn*  i\ 
because  it  is  then  too  late  to  chooM  an  -I 
profession ;  as  indeed  is  generally  the  ra^  vd 
men,  when  they  have  once  tnga^e^i  ta  i^ 
particular  way  of  life.' 


•latcd  b  teoerallv  tme,  tal  tim  to 
doing  Justice  V*  Mr.  Bidder,  ciiM«n*tat 
taken,  and  who  la  iww  ao  emlami  cl%U 
IS46 

*  See  flntf ,  p.  MS.,  hla  dislite  oT  a  eeo  IM^  V^  Fi^ 
adds,  that  **  the  rauchneas  of  thv  Usifv^pe  wm4  ••  ^^ 
ship,  when  he  had  passed  a  week  tw  a  viaM  toC^ci-  *^*  « 
disgusted  hin  terribly.  He  aakcd  asa  cflr>«  vft^  'i 
place  was  called,  and  received  for  MH«wr«  aibet  m  a-M  ••i 
ike  hptvU/^  mum  trpi  kis  IspiMjp  f  t 
untoatljr,  as  diaresiwctfol,  fr«a«,  ■  _  _ 
The  l«>plolty<'biiy  Is  the  surgron**  m»tmamt,w^  I 
well  imagine  a  wnggisb  fvnmt  laicsi  drtlgiiud  t»  m 
great  leximgriipherov  a  word  aeC  tm  kej^m^  !■  •« 
«ry<— a  inke  wbkrh  the  l)oclor»  H  fn  i  m 
CapUin  Ktilght,  o(  the  Belletsle.  74. 1^  foe  a 
of  ITfit  in  Pit  mouth  Sound,  aaid  t«-.«y  iwer  tew-  •  .  ^ 
U^ynoWr  ami  JobiMoo  (enlti.  p.  117.  >  ;  last  a  k  ma.*-  . 
they  passed  a  week  on  •hip.hoan<*«.  C 


-;    ^ 
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CHAPTER  LIU. 
1776. 

Ezcunion  to  Oxford  with  BonctU.  —  Omain^tal 
ArdaUdwre,  —  Statuary,  —  Adtriee  to  Hypochon' 
driaat. — ^Anatomy  of  Melancholy.**  —  Dr. 
Wetktrell.  —  Dr.  Adanu.  —  Conoersation,  — 
Bishop  JTome.  —  WaUon*s  *«  Ltvea.**  —  Bioffraplty. 
^Dartiiuuf.  —  Gibbon.  —  Steele.  —  *•  Tristram 
S&enufy.'*  —  Burke. — Blenheim. —  Tavemt  and 
Jinu.^Dyer't  "  JFIaee." — Grainyer^a  **  Suyar 
Cone.** —  Birmingham,  —  Legitimation. —  Afor- 

liage.  —  Qwakerw Holidays.  —  NeUon*t  **  FeS" 

tixaUr~^Mr.   BwUon.  ^  Lichfield  and  its  Jn» 
hahitmtM* 

Off  Tuesday,  19th  March',  which  was  fijccd  for 
oar  proposed  jannt,  we,met  in  the  morning  at 
the  Somerset  Coffee-house  in  the  Strand,  where 
we  were  taken  up  by  the  Oxford  coach.  He 
was  accompanied  DY  Mr.  Gwyn,  the  architect ; 
s&dagentteman  ofMerton  college,  whom  he 
did  not  know,  had  the  fourth  seat.  We  soon 
got  into  conYersation ;  for  it  was  ver j  remark- 
able of  Johnson,  that  the  presence  of  a  stranger 
iiad  no  restraint  upon  his  talk.  I  observed 
tbt  Ganrick,  who  was  about  to  quit  the  stage, 
would  soon  have  an  easier  life.  Johnson. 
« I  doubt  that,  Sir."  Bosweix.  "Why,  Sir, 
lie  will  be  Atlas  with  the  burthen  off*  his  back." 
JoHxsoN.  "  But  I  know  not,  Sir,  if  he  will  be 
so  steady  without  his  load.  However,  he  should 
oerer  plaj  any  more,  but  be  entirely  the  gen- 
tleman, and  not  partly  the  player :  he  should 
DO  longer  subject  himself  to  oe  hissed  by  a 
mob,  or  to  be  insolently  treated  by  performers, 
whom  he  used  to  rule  with  a  high  hand,  and 
whoirould  gladly  retaliate."  Boswsll.  "I 
t&ink  lie  should  play  once  a  year  for  the  benefit 
of  decayed  actors,  as  it  has  been  said  he  means 
to  do/'  Johnson.  "Alas,  Sir  I  he  will  soon 
1«  a  decayed  actor  himself." 

Johfison  expressed  his  disapprobation  of  or- 
namental axcnitecture,  such  as  magnificent 
columns  supporting  a  x)ortico,  or  expensive 
pflasters  supporting  merely  their  own  capitals, 
**  l>ecau8c  it  consumes  labour  disproportionate 
to  its  utility."  For  the  same  reason  he  satirised 
EUtuary.    "Painting,"    said    he,  "consumes 


'  It  nppan  from  Hannah  More's  letten,  that  Boswell,  and 
fo^blf  Johaaon,  spent  th«  evening  of  the  18th  at  Garrlck'i. 
ttie«m«  to  h«T«  been  the  first  time  of  her  seeing  Boswell. — 
"Ci-rtiaM  Boswell.  a  Tery  agreeable  good-natured  man: 
"  ped^ctlj  adores  Johnsoo,'^ftc.  A  feir  evenings  before 
U'.t,  HanD«h  More  writes  that  she  had  had  a  little  evening 
P^7,  of  Mrs.  Boscawen.  Mrs.  Garrick,  and  Miss  Reynolds ; 
iobiuoo,  Garriefc.  and  Dean  Tucker,  and  that  **  Garrick  was 
tW  life  and  sool  of  the  coonpany.  I  never  saw  Johnson  in 
t«ti  perfect  good  horoour.  One  can  never  eqioy  the  com- 
pany of  these  two  ttulcas  they  are  togetiier.  After  the  Dean 
^  Mrs,  Boacawen  were  gone,  and  the  rest  stood  up  to  go, 
'Oliaioii  and  Garrick  began  a  close  encounter,  telling  old 
(tones. '  e'en  fton.  their  boyish  days  *  at  Lichfleld.  We  all 
Kocd  round  them  for  half  an  hour,  laughiDg ;  and  should  not 
^f « tbougbt  of  sitting  down,  or  oi  parting,  had  not  an  imper- 
t>Ae:)t  watchman  been  saucily  vociferous.  Johnaon  outstaid 
(^^m  all.  and  sat  with  me  half  an  hour.** —  Mem.  i.  G9.  It  is 
P^iag  to  find,  from  these  letters,  that  there  was  more  of 


labour  not  disproportionate  to  its  effect ;  but  a 
fellow  will  hack  half  a  ye^r  at  a  block  of 
marble  to  make  something  m  stone  that  hardly 
resembles  a  man.  The  value  of  statuary  is 
owing  to  its  difficulty.  You  would  not  value 
the  finest  head  cut  upon  a  carrot."  Here  he 
seemed  to  me  to  be  strangely  deficient  in 
taste';  for  surely  statuary  is  a  noble  art  of 
imitation,  and  preserves  a  wonderful  expression 
of  the  varieties  of  the  human  frame;  and 
although  it  must  be  allowed  that  the  circum-* 
stances  of  difficulty  enhance  the  value  of  a 
marble  head,  we  should  consider,  that  if  it 
requires  a  long  time  in  the  performance,  it  has 
a  proportionate  value  in  durability. 

Gwyn  was  a  fine  lively  rattling  fellow.  Dr. 
Johnson  kept  him  in  subjection,  but  with  a 
kindly  authority.  The  spirit  of  the  artist, 
however,  rose  against  what  ne  thought  a  Gothic 
attack,  and  he  made  a  brisk  defence.  *^  What, 
Sir,  you  will  allow  no  value  to  beauty  in  archi- 
tecture or  in  statuary?  Why  should  we  allow 
it  then  in  writing?  Why  do  you  take  the 
trouble  to  give  us  so  many  fine  allusions,  and 
bright  images,  and  elegant  phrases?  You 
might  convey  all  your  instruction  without 
these  ornaments."  Johnson  smiled  with  com- 
placency; but  said,  '*  Why,  Sir,  all  these  orna- 
ments are  useful,  because  they  obtain  an  easier 
reception  for  truth ;  but  a  building  is  not  at 
all  more  convenient  for  being  decorated  with 
superfluous  carved  work." 

Gwyn  at  last  was  lucky  enough  to  make 
one  reply  to  Dr.  Johnson,  which  he  allowed 
to  be  excellent.  Johnson  censured  him  for 
taking  down  a  church  which  might  have  stood 
many  years,  and  building  a  new  one  at  a  dif- 
ferent place,  for  no  other  reason  but  that  there 
might  be  a  direct  road  to  a  new  bridge ;  and 
his  expression  was,  *'  You  are  taking  a  church 
out  of  the  way,  that  the  people  may  go  in  a 
straight  line  to  the  bridge.  *'  No,  Sir,"  said 
Gwyn,  **  I  am  putting  the  church  in  the  way, 
that  the  people  may  not  go  out  of  the  way.** 
JoHNSOH  (with  a  hearty  loud  laugh  of  appro- 
bation). **  Speak  no  more.  Rest  your  col- 
loquial fame  upon  this." 

Upon  our  arrival  at  Oxford,  Dr.  Johnson  and 
I  went  directly  to  University  College,  but  were 
disappointed  on  finding  that  one  of  the  fellows, 
his  mend  Mr.  Scott,  [p.  268.]  who  accompanied 


cordiality  and  social  intercourse  between  Johnson  and  Gar- 
rick than  BosweU's  narrative  would  lead  us  to  suppose. .. 
CaoKBA,  1S46. 

*  Dr.  Johnson  does  not  seem  to  have  objected  to  oma* 
mental  architecture  or  statuary  per  se,  but  to  labour  dispro' 
portionate  to  its  utility  or  effect.  In  this  view,  his  criticisms 
are  Just.  The  Itte  style  of  building  Introduced  into  London, 
of  colonnades  and  porticos,  without  any  reaard  to  aspect, 
climate,  or  utility,  is  so  absurd  to  reason,  so  offensive  to  taste, 
and  so  adverse  to  domestic  comfort,  that  It  reconciles  us  to 
the  short-lived  materials  of  which  these  ediflcesare  composed. 
It  would  have  been  well  if  we  had,  according  to  Johnson's 
sober  advice,  thouglit  it  necessary  that  the  **  magnifictnee  of 
poriieoB,"  and  the  ^  erpense  of  ptiasien**  should  have  borne 
sonsed^ree  o(  proportion  to  their  utility.  With  regard  to 
"  statuary,"  when  it  does  **  preserve  the  varieties  of  the 
human  frame,"  it  deserves  all  that  Mr.  Boswell  says  for  it  t 
but  Johnson's  objection  was  that  it  more  frequenUy  produced 
abortive  fiiilureSa  **  hardiy  re»emhUng  eiois.'*—  Cbohu. 
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him  from  Newcastle  to  Edinborgb,  was  gone 
to  the  country.  We  put  up  at  the  An^el  inn, 
and  passed  the  evening  by  ourselves  m  eas^ 
and  familiar  conversation.  Talking  of  consti- 
tutional melancholy,  he  observed,  —  **  A  man 
so  afflicted,  Sir,  must  divert  distressing  thoughts, 
and  not  combat  with  them.**  Boswsll. 
«« May  not  he  think  them  down.  Sir  ?  **  John- 
son. ''No,  Sir.  To  attempt  to  think  them 
down  is  madness.  He  should  have  a  lamp 
constantly  burning  in  his  bed-chamber  during 
the  night,  and  it  wakefully  disturbed,  take  a 
book,  and  read,  and  compose  himself  to  rest. 
To  have  the  management  of  the  mind  is  a 
great  art,  and  it  may  be  attained  in  a  consider- 
able degree  by  experience  and  habitual  exer- 
cise.** BoswBLL.  ''  Should  not  he  provide 
amusement  for  himself?  Would  it  not,  for 
instance,  be  right  for  him  to  take  a  course  of 
chemistry?**  Johnson.  ''Let  him  take  a 
course  of  chemistxy,  or  a  course  of  rope- 
dancinjg;,  or  a  course  of  any  thing  to  which  he 
is  inchned  at  the  time.  Let  him  contrive  to 
have  as  many  retreats  for  his  mind  as  he  can, 
as  many  things  to  which  it  can  fly  from  itself. 
Burtons  'Aiiatomy  of  Melancholy*  is  a 
valuable  work.  It  is,  perhaps,  overloaded  with 
quotation.  But  there  is  a  great  spirit  and 
great  power  in  what  Burton  says,  when  he 
writes  from  his  own  mind.** 

Next  morning  [Wednesday,  March  20.]  we 
visited  Dr.  Wetherell,  master  of  University 
CoUege,  with  whom  Dr.  Johnson  conferred  on 
the  most  advantageous  mode  of  disposing  of 
the  books  printed  at  the  Clarendon  press,  on 
which  subject  his  letter  has  been  inserted  in  a 
former  paffe.  I  often  had  occasion  to  remark, 
Johnson  u>ved  business,  loved  to  have  his 
wisdom  actually  operate  on  real  life.  Dr. 
Wetherell  and  1  talxed  of  him  without  reserve 
in  his  own  presence.  Wsthebxll.  "  I  would 
have  given  him  a  hundred  {;uineas  if  he  would 
have  written  a  preface  to  his  '  Political  Tracts,* 
hj  way  of  a  discourse  on  the  British  constitu- 
tion.** BoswsLL.  "Dr.  Johnson,  though  in 
his  wriUngs,  and  upon  all  occasions,  a  great 
fnend  to  the  constitution,  both  in  church  and 
state,  has  never  written  expressly  in  support 
of  either.  There  is  really  a  daim  upon  him 
for  both.  I  am  sure  he  could  give  a  volume 
of  no  great  bulk  upon  each,  whidi  would  com- 
prise all  the  substance,  and  with  his  spirit 
would  efiectuallv  maintain  them.  He  should 
erect  a  fort  on  the  confines  of  each.**  I  could 
perceive  that  he  was  displeased  with  this  dia- 
Ki|^e.  He  burst  out,  **  Wny  should  I  be  alwavs 
writing  P  **  I  hoped  he  was  conscious  that  tne 
debt  was  just,  and  meant  to  discharge  it, 
though  he  disliked  being  donned. 

W^  then  went  to  r^broke  College,  and 
waited  on  hb  old  friend  Dr.  Adams,  the  master 
of  it,  whom  I  found  ta  be  a  moat  polite, 
pleasing,  communicative  man.  Before  his  ad- 
vanoement  to  the  headship  of  his  college,  I  had 
intended  to  go  and  viait  hhn  at  Shrewsbury, 


where  he  was  rector  of  St.  Chad's,  in  order  ut 
get  from  him  what  particulars  be  could  reet  1- 
lect  of  Johnson*s  academical  life.     He  ncv 


obligingly  gave  me  part  of  that  authentic  in- 
formation, which,  with  what  I  afterwards  ov^i 
to  his  kindness,  will  be  found  inoorporateU  in 
its  proper  place  in  this  work. 

Dr.  Adams  had  distinguished  himsdf  hj  tn 
able  Answer  >  to  David  Hume*s  ^  Essay  '^ 
Miracles.**    He  told  me  he  bad  once  dined  in 
company  with  Hume  in  London  :  that  Huti'- 
shook  hands  with  him,  and  said,  **  You  hiv*? 
treated  me  much  better  than  I  deserve ;**  m:^  i 
that  they  exchanged  visits.  I  took  the  libertr  m 
object  to  treating  an  infidel  writer  with  smi«  t 
civility.  Where  there  is  a  controYersy  ooocrrro- 
ing  a  passa^  in  a  classic  author,  or  oonoern'rc 
a  question  m  antiquities,  or  any  other  su^h^: 
in  which  human  happiness  is  not  deeply  ii  - 
terested,  a  man  may  treat  his  antagotuft  wr^ 
politeness  and  even  respect.    But  where  u** 
controversy  is  concerning  the  truth  of  reli^^.. 
it  is  of  sucn  vast  importuioe  to  him  who  mais- 
tains  it,  to  obtain  toe  victory,  that  the  pcr»  " 
of  an  opponent  ought  not  to  be  nred.    li  % 
man  fimuy  believes  that  retiffioD  is  an  iaval 
able  treasure,  he  will  consider  a  wriba  w 
endeavours  to  deprive  manldiid  of  ii  as 
robber;   he  will  look  upon  him  as  o^^w, 
though  the  infidel  might  think  hisaadf  in  tk  i 
right.    A  robber  who  reasons  aa  tke  gmnr  <  < 
in  the  **  Benar's  Opera,**  who  call  thoMri  v^ 
praetiad  philosophers,  and  maj  have  aa  kv.^ 
sincerity  aa  pernicious  ipeadaiwe  philoaopbev^ 
is  not  tne  less  an  object  of  just  iadjoMtfi-JV 
An  abandoned  profligate  majr  think  tbftl  ii  ^ 
not  wrong  to  oebaudi  my  wife;  hoi  dball  I 


J* 


as  ii 


i 


oa. 


therefore,  not  detest  him?    And  if  I 

him  in  making  an  attempt,  shall  I 

with poUtenessf    No,  I  will  kick 

stairs,  or  run  him  through  the  body ; 

if  I  really  love  my  wife,  or  have  a 

notion  of  honour.    An  infidel 

be  treated  handsomely  by  a 

because  he  endeavours  to  rob  with 

I  do  declare,  however,  that  I 

unwUling  to  be  provoked  to 

I  be  persuaded  that  truth  wouki 

from  a  cool  moderaiioa  in  its 

should  wish  to  prescrye  good  h 

in  every  controversy;  ^indeed,  do 

why  a  man  should  lose  hia  temper 

does  all  he  can  to  refute  an  opponent.    I  «V  ^ 

ridicule  may  be  &iriy  used  aninsa  an 

for  instance,  if  he  m  an  ngij  iellDw* 

absurdly  vain  of  his  ponoB,  we 

his  i^fypearance  with  (Soero*s 

of  Virtue,  could  she  be  seen.    J< 

dded  with  me,  and  said,  **  When  n 

tarOy  eogwes  in  an  iapoftant 

is  to  do  afl  he  can  to  1 

becaoae  authority  fteni 
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much  weight  with  most  people,  and  often  more 
than  reasoning.  If  my  antagonist  writes  bad 
language,  though  that  may  not  be  essential  to 
tiie  question,  I  will  attack  him  for  his  bad  lan- 
^ge.**  Adams.  **You  would  not  jostle  a 
chimney-sweeper.'*  Johnson.  "Yes,  Sir,  if 
it  were  necessary  to  jostle  him  down^ 

Dr.  Adams  told  us,  that  in  some  of  the  col- 
leges at  Oxford,  the  fellows  had  excluded  the 
stadents  from  social  intercourse  with  them  in 
the  common  room.  Johnson.  **  They  are  in 
the  right.  Sir :  there  can  be  no  real  conyersa- 
tion,  no  fair  exertion  of  mind  amongst  them,  if 
the  joong  men  are  by :  for  a  man  who  has  a 
character  does  not  choose  to  stake  it  in  their 
presence.**  Boswiftix.  "But,  Sir,  may  there 
not  be  yery  good  conyersation  without  a  eon- 
test  for  superiority  ?"  Johnson.  "No  ani- 
mated conyersation,  Sir ;  for  it  cannot  be  but 
one  or  other  will  come  off  superior.  I  do  not 
mean  that  the  yictor  must  haye  the  better  of 
the  argument,  for  he  may  take  the  weak  side ; 
but  his  superiority  of  parts  and  knowledge  will 
necessanly  appear ;  and  he  to  whom  he  thus 
shows  himself  superior  is  lessened  in  the  eyes 
of  the  young  men.  You  know  it  was  said, 
^MaUem  etan  ScaUeero  error  e  qnam  cum  Clamo 
rede  sapere^  In  tne  same  manner  take  Bent- 
Ie^*3  and  Jason  de  Nores ' '  Comments  upon 
HoTace,  you  will  admire  Bentley  more  wnen 
^Tong,  than  Jason  when  right." 

We  walked  with  Dr.  Adams  into  the  master's 
garden,  and  into  the  common  room.  Johnson 
(after  a  reverie  of  meditation).  "  Ay !  here  I 
^ised  to  play  at  draughts  with  Phil.  Jones  and 
Hud/er."^  Jones  loyed  beer,  and  did  not  get 
very  forward  in  the  church.  Fludyer  turned 
out  a  scoundrel  ^  a  whig,  and  said  he  was 
■shamwl  of  haying  been  bred  at  Oxford.  He 
liad  a  living  at  Putney ;  and  got  under  the  eye 
of  some  retainers  to  the  court  at  that  time,  and 
so  became^  a  violent  whig ;  but  he  had  been  a 
scoundrel  all  along,  to  be  sure.**  Boswbll. 
**  Was  he  a  scoundrel.  Sir,  in  any  other  way 
^  that  of  beane  a  political  scoundrel  ?  Did 
he  cheat  at  drau^ts  ?  "  Johnson.  "  Sir,  we 
never  pUyed  for  moneys 

He  then  carried  me  to  visit  Dr.  Bentham, 


A  Wrocd  CyprioC,  vho,  when  the  TUrka  took  Cjrprai  in 
^•retired  fate  Italy,  where  he  pubUihcd  leveriil  ItalUn 
^  Uda  worki ;  anoof  the  latter  waa  a  **  Commentarr  on 
'»'*2^Art  of  Foetfj/^—  Crokbr. 
.  ft^ifer  entered  within  a  month  of  Johnnm's  entrance. 
^  OBOil  hafe  been  about  a  year  their  lenior,  haiina 
»^  M. A.  March.  I7J4 —  HaU,  —  Crokir. 
;  »««M  March  S7.in6,n C. 

Ur.  ndiar  told  me.  fai  the  converuition  before  mentioned. 
x\^*i^\*^ ^*  S-).  that  there  were  preteot at  this  dinner. 
£  S**!?^  Johnaon,  Boswell,  Conlioo.  Scott,  Gwyn, 
ur.  ClMBdler  (he  traveller,  and  Fieher  hhnaelf.  then  a  yoong 
^  of  the  Golleifc  He  recolleets  one  pauage  of  the  con- 
'motioa  it  dhmer.  Boewell  onoted  Qmm  Detu  wmU  ptfdert^ 
«^4(WjnuM.aadaakediAiereitwas.  A  panw.  At  but 
zLli^'^**'<l«<n  Horace.  Another  wraue.  Then  Fiiber 
"^M  that  he  knew  of  no  metra  to  Horace  to  which  the 
:«4i  ooDld  be  reduced:  and  Johnaon  said  dictatorially, 
Theyoaag  man  la  rlfht.*'—  See  foU,  Bfareh  SO.  1788.  At 
?^^  nwrenatlon,  during,  aa  Dr.  Flaher  thought,  thia 
^to  Oxford,  there  happened  to  be  preeent  a  Hr.  Mor. 
uocr,  aiballov,  under-bred  man,  who  had  no  lense  of 


canon  of  Christ  Church,  and  diyinitj  professor, 
with  whose  learned  and  liyely  conyersation  we 
were  much  pleased.  He  gaye  us  an  inyitation 
to  dinner,  which  Dr.  Johnson  told  me  was  a 
hi^h  honour.  **  Sir,  it  is  a  great  thing  to  dine 
with  the  canons  of  Christ  Church.**  We 
could  not  accept  his  inyitation,  as  we  were  en- 
gaged to  dine  at  Uniyersity  College.  We  had 
an  excellent  dinner  there,  with  tiie  masters 
and  fellows,  it  being  St.  Cuthbert*s  day,  which 
is  kept  by  them  as  a  festiyal,  as  he  was  a  saint 
of  Durham,  with  which  this  collie  is  much 
connected.^ 

We  drank  tea  with  Dr.  Home,  late  Presi- 
dent of  Magdalen  Coll^  and  Bishop  of  Nor- 
wich, of  whose  abilities  m  different  respects 
the  public  has  had  eminent  proofs,  and  the 
esteem  annexed  to  whose  character  was  in- 
creased by  knowing  him  personally.  He  had 
talked  of  publishing  an  edition  of  WaJton's 
Liyes,  but  had  lud  aside  that  design,  upon 
Dr.  Johnson*s  telling  him,  from  mistake,  that 
Lord  Hailes  intended  to  do  it.  I  had  wished 
to  negotiate  between  Lord  Hailes  and  him, 
that  one  or  other  should  perfbrm  so  good  a 
work.  Johnson.  "  In  order  to  do  it  well,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  collect  all  the  editions  of 
Walton*s  Liyes.  By  way  of  adapting  the 
book  to  the  taste  of  the  present  a^e,  tney  iiaye, 
in  a  late  edition,  left  out  a  yision  which  he 
relates  Dr.  Donne  had,  but  it  should  be  re- 
stored*; and  there  should  be  a  critical  cata- 
logue giyen  of  the  works  of  the  different  per- 
sons whose  liyes  were  written  by  Walton,  and 
therefore  their  works  must  be  carefully  read 
by  the  editor.** 

We  then  went  to  Trinity  CoUg^e,  where  he 
introduced  me  to  Mr.  Hiomas  Warton,  with 
whom  we  passed  a  part  of  the  eyening.  We 
talked  of  biography.  Johnson.  **  It  is  rarely 
well  executed,  lliej  only  who  liye  with  a 
man  can  write  his  life  with  any  genuine  ex- 
actness and  discrimination;  and  few  people 
who  haye  liyed  with  a  man  know  what  to 
remark  about  him.  The  chaplain  of  a  late 
bishop  ^,  whom  I  was  to  assist  in  writing  some 
memoirs  of  his  lordship,  could  tell  me  scarcely 
any  thing.** '' 


Johnion'a  superiority,  and  talked  away  a  great  ded  of 
flippant  nonsense:  at  laat  he  flatly  oontradkted  some 
assertion  which  Johnaon  had  nronouaoed  to  be  as  dear  as 
that  two  and  two  make  four.  '^  I  deny  it."  replied  the  other 
rehemently,  **  I  utterly  deny  it."  **  Sir,**  said  Johnson. 
**  If  you  deny  ikat^  I  can  only  say  that  ntes  Ai  wnA  kora 
negakU  shsm  mtknu,  mmtot  cmlHes  pkUaaenki  in  etmimm 
mmmit  probawerimt.'*  I  suspect,  however,  that  this  scene 
oeeurred  at  one  of  Johnson's  later  visits. — Crorsr.  1S46. 
>  The  Tlslon  which  Johnson  speaks  of  was  not  In  the  ori- 

!inal  publication  of  Walton's  "  UA  of  Dr.  Donne."  in  IMO. 
t  Is  not  found  in  the  three  earliest  cditiona ;  bot  was  first 
introduced  Into  the  iburth.  In  176B.  I  have  not  been  able  to 
discover  what  modem  repuUlcatkm  la  alluded  to  in  which  it 
was  omitted.  It  has  very  properly  boon  restored  t»y  Dr. 
Zouch.  ~-  J.  BoswRLL,  jun. 
*  The  Bishop  was  Zachary  Pearce,  and  the  Chaplain.  Mr. 
-77.— Ci 


Derby.    See  potl,  sub  M^.  1777. 

'  It  haa  been  mentioned  to  me  by  an  aceorale  Bngllah 
firiend.  that  Dr.  Johnson  could  never  have  used  the  phsase 
atisiJif  uetUag^um^htADf'BosUA  i  andtherafofnl  bavoput 
another  la  Its  plaea.   AC  the  sametlma*  I  tm.aec  quite  eon- 
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I  said,  Mr.  Robert  Dodslej's  life  should  be 
written,  as  he  had  been  so  much  connected 
with  the  wits  of  his  time,  and  by  his  literary 
merit  had  raised  himself  from  the  station  of  a 
footman.  Mr.  Warton  said,  he  had  published 
a  little  volume  under  the  title  of  **  The  Muse 
in  Livery."  Johnson.  "  I  doubt  whether 
Dodslej^s  brother  *  would  thank  a  man  who 
should  write  his  life ;  yet  Dodsley  himself  was 
not  unwilling  that  his  original  low  condition 
should  be  recollected.  When  Lord  Lyttel- 
ton*s  *•  Dialogues  of  the  Dead  *  came  out,  one 
of  which  is  oetween  Apicius,  an  ancient  epi- 
cure, and  Dartineuf  *,  a  modem  epicure,  Dods- 
ley said  to  me,  *  I  knew  Dartineuf  well,  for  I 
was  once  his  footman.*  ** 

Biography  led  us  to  speak  of  Dr.  John 
Campbell,  who  had  written  a  considerable  part 
of  the  ^Biographia  BrUantiica,^  Johnson, 
though  he  valued  him  highly,  was  of  opinion 
that  there  was  not  so  mudi  in  his  great  work, 
**  A  Political  Survey  of  Great  Britain/'  as  the 
world  had  been  taught  to  expect';  and  had 
said  to  me  that  he  believed  Campbell's  disap- 
pointment on  account  of  the  bad  success  of 
that  work  had  killed  him.  He  this  evening 
observed  of  it,  ^'  That  work  was  his  death. 
Mr.  Warton,  not  adverting  to  his  meaning, 
answered,  "  I  believe  so,  from  the  great  atten- 
tion he  bestowed  on  it.**  Johhsoh.  ^*Nay, 
Sir,  he  died  of  waant  of  attention,  if  he  died  at 
all  by  that  book.** 

We  talked  of  a  work  much  in  vogue  at  that 
time,  written  in  a  very  mellifluous  style,  but 
which,  under  pretest  of  another  subject,  con- 
tained much  artful  infidelity.  I  said  it  was 
not  fair  to  attack  us  unexpectedly ;  he  should 
have  warned  us  of  our  danger,  before  we 
entered  his  garden  of  flowery  eloquence,  by 
advertising,  *^  Spring-guns  and  men-traps  set 
here.**  The  autnor  had  been  an  Oxonian,  and 
was  remembered  there  for  having  ^  turned 
Faput.**  I  observed,  that  as  he  hwl  changed 
several  times — from  the  church  of  Engluid 


to  the  church  of  Rome  —  from  the  cbunh  '^f 
Bome  to  infidelity, —  I  did  not  despair  )i':"! 
seeing  him  a  methodist  preacher,  l)o^^^o:l 
(laughing).  **It  is  said  that  his  ran;.'  I  is 
been  more  extensive,  and  that  he  has  (-ik  ^ 
been  Mahometan.  However,  now  that  le  L « 
published  his  infidelity,  he  will  probably  ;:• 
sist  in  it.**  ^  Bobwell.  *'  I  am  not  quite  -^^' 
of  that,  Sir." 

I  mentioned  Sir  Bichard  Steele  havin;:  [u'- 
lished  his  ^  Christian  Hero,**  with  the  &^*  «>  * 
purpose  of  obli|png  himself  to  lead  a  rel ■:.•..* 
fife;  vet  that  ms  conduct  was  bv  do  u.>v.> 
strictly  suitable.  Jonxsoa.  ^^Stcde,lb(i.«.\s 
practised  the  lighter  vices.** 

Mr.  Warton,  being  engaged,  could  not  c.d 
with  us  at  our  inn ;  we  luuT  therefore  aroa>r 
evening    by    ourselves.      I    asked   J('Li>  r 
whether  a  man*s  being  forward  to  make  lu* 
self  known  to  eminent  people  ^  and  seeir :  s< 
much  of  life,  and  getting  as  much  inforu.^* 
as  he  could  in  every  war,  was  not  yet  lessi  - : 
himself  by  his  forwanmeas.    Joii5so5.  **  > 
Sir ;  a  man  always  makes  himself  greater  n 
increases  his  knowledge.** 

I  censured  some  ludicrons  fantastic  dia.'*:' 
between  two  coach-horses,  and   other  «*• 
stuff*,  which  Baretti  had  lately  jmblishod-   I 
joined  with  me,  and  said,  ^  Nothbg  nil )  <« 
do  long.    'Tristram  Shandy*  ^  not  I"' 
I  expressed  a  desire  to  be  acquainted  w/.!  i 
ladv  who  had  been  much  talked  of,  and  an  ^  *^ 
salfy  celebrated  for  extraordinary  addrvN  .'■  i 
insmuation.^     Johssoic.    **  Never  bele^*'  •  v 
traordinary  characters  which  you  hesr  ot'  ^ 
Depend  upon  it.  Sir,  they  are  exainr*--   ' 
You  do  not  see  one  man  ahoot  a  pvy-     ^ 
higher  than  another.**    I  mentioned  Mr.  Bir 
Johhsoh.   "Yes,  Burke  it  an  extratm--- 
man.    His  stream  of  mind  is  perpetoiJ '  3 
is  very  pleasing  to  me  to  record,  that  J  o^.  -  • 
high  estimation  of  the  talents  of  this  pec:'-  -' 
was  uniform  fVom  their  early  a^qua:n*-^ 
Sir  Joshua  Beynolda  informs  me,  thai  «- 


▼loeed  It  if  not  good  Bngllth.  For  the  best  writon  qm  IhU 
phrsM,  *'  UItU  or  motkmg,*'  I.  •.  almost  so  little  as  to  be 
nothing. — Boiw ill.  Mr.  Dotwell's  friend  was  surely  hjrper- 
crltical.  —  Caocn. 

1  James  Dodsl^,  nanir  jreart  a  bookseller  In  Pall  Mall. 
He  died  19  Feb.  1797,  aged  74,  and  was  buried  In  tbe  chorch 
of  St.  James'*  Pioeadilljr,  wbere  there  It  a  tablet  ereeted  to 
his  memory.— P.  Cumiiinoiiam. 

*  This  gcotleman,  whose  proper  name  was  Qariet  Dmrtt' 


fansoee  (proooancad  and  commonly  written  DarteoeoO,  Is 
now  ooly  recollected  at  a  celebrated  epicure ;  but  he  wat  a 
man  of  wit,  pleatora,  and  political  importance  at  the  begin, 
ning  of  the  latt  centivy  >.  the  atsodate  of  Swift,  Pope,  Aodl- 
ton,  and  Steele—  a  eootrlbntor  to  the  Tatler,  and  a  member 
of  the  KtUCat  Club,  of  which  collection  his  portrait  is  one  of 
the  best.  He  wat  Paymaster  of  the  Board  of  Works,  and 
Surveyor  of  the  royal  gardens ;  and  died  In  I7S7.  It  was 
tuspccted  that  he  wat  a  natural  son  of  Charles  the  Seeoocl, 
by  a  foreign  lady ;  and  hit  physiognomy  at  well  at  hit  name 
evidences  a  foreign  origin.  —  Caoftim. 

>  Yet  sur»ly  It  It  a  vary  oieful  work,  and  of  wonderfbl 
researcb  and  labour  Cor  oue  man  to  hare  executed.—  Boa* 


WSLL. 

*  As  there  ean  be  no  doubt  that  Gibbon  and  hit  History 
ore  the  author  and  the  work  here  alluded  to,  I  once  thouirht 
that  the  sceptical  toee  of  tbe  celebrated  ISth  and  16th 
chaacert  mlfbt  have  promptrd  thii  tarcasm.  but  there  is 
lo  ibem  no  parttcular  allusion  to  BJahomotanitm,  and  1  now 


incline  to  beliere,  at  was  sufgoatad  be  Mr.  Mara  j 

Bdmbmrgk  Review,  that  li  may  hoee  re'trrred  to  •  r« 

rumours  of  earlier  Inttdeliiy.    Gibbon,  la  h**  M*** 

feeset  that  the  erratic  course  of  8tu«tT.  w  !)»'->  *  > 

his  conversion  to  Popery,  benn  nt  Oxford  by  •  ti  r* 

**  oriental  learning  and  an  liKilnatloia  to  stxidt  Ant . 

tutor,"  he  adds,  '^discouraged  tbia  chUdtah  d^n 

pfadns,  too,  of  the  Invidioos 

dreulated  in  Oxfoid  on  the  subiect  of  hw 

we  may  be  certain  that  Johm 

meaniog|  tone  whisper  of  thia  onrlr  tor*. 

gnage  of  the  Koran  may  havo 

stoned  this  sarcataa.  —  Caoftia,  1II3&. 

*  This  wat  one  of  Boswell's  preA^ili— a ^    » 

particularly  In  early  life,  fond  of 
all  torts.— CaoKiB. 

•  Margaret  Caroline  Rndd,  a 
of  the  brothers  Perrean,  who 
(Jan.  17.  177^}  for  a  forgery.     Her  uaao  -  «v  rt 
addreu  and  tnslimation  **  wat  peuMbte  evrr  v* 
arote  from  this :  the  betrayed  bov 
return,  charged  her  with  bruig  tbo  iwri 
and  alleged  that  they  were  d 
handt ;  and.  to  support  thU  all^gfntiam.  tW«  aW  t* 
who  were  numerous  and  iiMiiiabU,  n'^n  n 
highest  degree,  Mrs.  Rudd's  fiipipoao^  powrr*  U  *«* 
tecinatioo.    See^ent,  p  Sift. 
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Mr.  Burke  was  first  elected  a  iaeml)er  of  par- 
Iniuent,  snd  Sir  John  Hawkins  c^^pressed  a 
wonder  at  his  attaining  a  seat,  Johnson  said, 
**  Now  we,  who  know  Mr.  Burke,  know  that 
be  iriJl  be  one  of  the  first  men  in  the  countrr." 
And  oDoe,  when  Johnson  was  ill,  and  unable 
to  eiert  himself  as  much  as  usual  without 
fitipie^  Ur.  Burke  having  been  mentioned, 
ho  said,  ^  That  fellow  calls  forth  all  my  powers. 
Were  I  to  see  Burke  now  it  would  kul  me." 
So  much  was  he  accustomed  to  consider 
•niDTenation  as  a  contest,  and  such  was  his 
ootioQ  of  Burke  as  an  opponent. 

Neit  morning,  Thundaj,  21st  March,  we 
Kt  out  in  a  post*chaiae  to  pursue  our  ramble. 
It  was  a  delightful  day,  and  we  rode  through 
Blenheim  |)ark.  When  I  looked  at  the  mae- 
rJBcent  bridge  built  by  John  Duke  of  Marl- 
borou^b,  over  a  small  rivulet,  and  recollected 
tiie  epigram  made  ^  upon  it — 

"  Tlie  lofty  areh  hU  high  ambition  shows, 
Tbe  •trcam  an  emblem  of  his  bounty  fiows ;  ** 

U'i  taw  that  now,  by  the  genius  of  Brown,  a 
ua^nificent  body  of  water  was  collected,  I 
'lid,  **They  have  drowned  the  epiCTam.*'  I 
oivnred  to  him,  while  in  the  midst  of  the 
T.  Me  Kcne  around  us,  *'  Tou  and  I,  Sir,  have, 
i  think,  seen  together  the  extremes  of  what 
*^  U  9een  in  Britain  —  the  wild  rough  island 
«f  Mull,  and  Blenheim  park.** 

We  dined  at  an  excellent  inn  at  Chapel- 
kna«>,  where  he  expatiated  on  the  felicity  of 
l't;:Und  in  its  taverns  and  inns,  and  triumphed 
f'T-r  the  French  for  not  having,  in  any  pcr- 
:  'ti«m,  the  tavern  life.  ^  There  is  no  private 
•^'•^M^**  said  he,  ^  in  which  people  can  enjoy 
t^'-mselres  so  well  as  at  a  capital  tavern.  Let 
t J'  re  be  ever  so  great  plenty  of  good  things, 
i^>T  <o  much  grandeur,  ever  so  much  elegance, 
«Hr  10  much  desire  that  every  body  should 
!'<  •■»▼ ;  in  the  nature  of  things  it  cannot  be : 
tj-  n.'  must  slways  be  some  deflree  of  care  and 
*f  livty.  The  master  of  the  nouse  is  anxious 
^'  •  r.v:rtaiQ  his  guests ;  the  guests  are  anxious 
<'  '«  agreeable  to  him;  and  no  man,  but  a 
^*Tj  impudent  dog  indeed,  can  as  freely  com- 
KA&d  what  is  in  another  man*B  house,  as  if  it 
>ce  his  own.    Whereas,  at  a  tavern,  there  b 


,  ^j  TV  Rviaf .  —  CaoKKB. 

^^<r  J'>hQ  Hsvkiiw  bat  prMerr^d  tcit  few  memorabtVo 
*f  '•  nvm.  Th^re  !■,  howerrr.  to  be  found  In  hit  bulkj 
'  ^*  I  irrj  «Krrll«oc  one  upon  thU  nibjrct.    **  In  cootradic- 

•  I  »i  *^whn,  hsf  Inff  a  wife  and  children,  prefer  domrvtlc 

•  "^i  l4  thof*  whk-h  a  UTem  aflbrdt,  I  nare  heard  him 

•  '■"  :Uf  tmwrrm  ekair  vas  tke  throne  <^  human  Micttp. 
'•  • "».'  wd  be,  *  as  1  enter  the  door  of  n  tarern,  I  expe* 

•  ^1  oblivion  of  cure,  and  a  freedom  frrnn  •cyllcltude; 

•  '''  I  MB  Maued,  1  And  the  matter  cotirteoair,  nnd  the  per- 
'•  *■  ••t,#^ulott»  to  my  call ;  ansi<nu  to  know  and  readjr  to 
'•  f  f  7.x  wants:  wine  there  eihllaratet  mjr  iplrltf,  and 
^^  *  "A  ate  to  free  eoDTertation  and  an  Interrhange  of  dli. 

" '  v*tb  tbom  whnrn  I  mott  lore :  I  dot^natlte  and  am 

•  '  "94.  and  In  tbit  ronSlct  of  ojHnlon  and  tentlmcnta  I 
'  .'ht*"— Bofwrtt. 

*  >  >rf*'M*d  to  Ur  thU  nljrht  at  the  Inn  at  Ilenlej, 

•  *••  "'i^itfHke  wrote  thcte  line*  ;  which  I  glrr  atthry  arc 

'■1  th#  enrr««ted  edltlafi  of  bU  workt,  publlthed  after 

•  •  '  •'&.    In  Dodaley'a  coUactlon  tbe  ttanxa  ran  thus :  — 


a  general  freedom  from  anxiety.  You  are 
sure  you  are  welcome:  and  the  more  noise 
you  make,  the  more  trouble  you  give,  the 
more  good  things  you  call  for,  the  weloomer 
you  are.  No  servants  will  attend  you  with 
the  alacrity  which  waiters  do,  who  are  incited 
by  the  prospect  of  an  immediate  reward  in 
proportion  as  they  please.  No,  Sir ;  there  is 
nothing  which  has  yet  been  contrived  by  man, 
by  which  so  much  happiness  is  produced  as 
by  a  good  tavern  or  inn.  *  He  then  repeated, 
with  great  emotion,  Shenstone^s  lines : 

*<  Whoc*er  has  travell'd  life's  dull  round, 
Where*er  his  stages  may  have  been. 
May  sigh  to  think  he  still  has  found 
The  warmest  weloome  at  an  inn.** ' 

My  illuBtrious  friend,  I  thought,  did  not 
sufficiently  admire  Shenstone.  That  ingenious 
and  elegant  gentleman*s  opinion  of  Johnson 
appears  in  one  of  his  letters  to  Mr.  Graves, 
dated  Feb.  9.  1760.  ^*  I  have  lately  been 
reading  one  or  two  volumes  of  the  Rambler ; 
who,  excepting  ogtunst  some  few  hardnesses  ^ 
in  hu  manner,  and  the  want  of  more  examples 
to  enliven,  is  one  of  the  most  nervous,  most 
perspicuous,  most  concise,  most  harmonious 
prose  writers  I  know.  A  learned  diction  im- 
proves by  time." 

In  the  afternoon,  as  we  were  driving  rapidly 
along  in  the  post-chaise,  he  said  to  me,  **  Life 
has  not  many  things  better  than  this.**  ^ 

We  stopped  at  Stratford-upon-Avon,  and 
drank  tea  and  coffee ;  and  it  pleased  me  to  be 
with  him  upon  the  classic  ground  of  Shaks- 
peare*s  native  place. 

He  spoke  slightly  of  Dyer's  **  Fleece."  "  The 
subject.  Sir,  cannot  be  mode  poetical.  How 
can  a  man  write  poetically  of  serges  and  drug- 
gets? Yet  vou  will  hear  many  people  tsdk 
to  you  graveljT  of  that  exeeUent  poem,  *  The 
Fleece.*  Having  talked  of  Grainger*s  **  Sugar 
Cane,**  I  mentioned  to  him  Mr.  Langton*s 
having  told  me,  that  this  poem,  when  read  in 
manuscript  at  Sir  Joshua  Revnolds*s,  had 
made  all  the  assembled  wits  burst  into  a 
laugh,  when,  after  much  blank-verse  pomp, 
the  poet  began  a  new  paragraph  thus : — 

«*  Now,  Muse,  let*a  sing  of  raUn** 


**  Whoe'er  ha*  trareird  life's  dull  round, 
Whate'er  hli  vartotu  tour  has  been. 
May  tigb  to  think  how  o/t  be  found 
Hu  warmett  welcome  at  an  Inn."  —  BotwtLi.. 

4  **  He  too  often  makes  use  of  the  Attract  for  the  con- 
crete.** —  Shenstone.  —  Boswiix. 

*  The  truth  It  that  Johnton'i  poverty  had,  till  a  late  period 
of  hit  life,  kept  him  In  ignorance  of  the  luxury  of  a  poiu 
chaise,  which  tie  then  enjoyed  like  a  new  ta»te.  **  He  loved," 
tavt  Mrs.  Pioisi,  "  the  very  act  of  travelling,  and  I  cannot 
tell  how  far  one  might  have  taken  him  In  a  carriage  before  ho 
would  hare  wished  for  refreshment.  He  was  therefore  in 
some  respects  an  admirable  companion  on  the  road,  as  be 
pinurd  himself  upon  feeling  no  inconvenlenee,  and  on  do- 
spuing  no  accommodations.  On  the  other  hand,  howcTcr, 
lie  expected  no  one  else  to  feel  any.  and  felt  exceedingly 
inflamed  with  anger  If  anv  one  complained  of  the  rain,  the 
•im,  or  the  duct.  "  Uow/*  said  he, "  do  other  people  boar 
themy**  —  CaoKBi. 
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And  what  increased  the  ridicule  was,  that  one 
of  the  companj,  who  slyly  overlooked  the 
reader,  perceived  that  the  word  had  heen 
originally  mice,  and  had  been  altered  to  rata, 
as  more  dignified.^ 

This  passage  does  not  appear  in  the  printed 
work,  Dr.  Gramger,  or  some  of  his  Mends,  it 
should  seem,  having  become  sensible  that  in- 
troducing even  rats,  in  a  grave  poem,  might  be 
liable  to  banter.  He,  however,  could  not  bring 
himself  to  relinquish  the  idea;  for  they  are 
liius,  in  a  still  more  ludicrous  manner,  peri- 
phrastically  exhibited  in  his  poem  as  it  now 
stands:-^ 

**  Nor  with  le«  waste  the  whisker'd  yennin  nee, 
A  countless  clan,  despoil  the  lowland  cane.** 

Johnson  said,  that  Dr.  Grainger  was  an 
agreeable  man ;  a  man  who  would  do  an^  good 
that  was  in  his  power.  His  translation  of 
Tibullus,  he  thougnt,  was  very  well  done ;  but 
"The  Sugar  Cane,  a  Poem,  did  not  please 
him';  for,  he  exclaimed,  "What  could  he 
make  of  a  sugar  cane?  One  might  as  well 
write  the  *  Parsley  Bed,  a  Poem;*  or  'The 
Cabbage  Garden,  a  Poem.* "  Boswbll.  **  You 
must  uen  pickle  your  cabbage  with  the  sal 
atticum."  Johmsok.  "You  know  there  is 
already  'The  Hop  Garden,  a  Poem;*'  and  I 
think,  one  could  nj  a  ereat  deal  about  cab- 
bage. The  poem  mi^ht  begin  with  the  advan- 
tages of  civuised  society  over  the  rude  state, 
exemplified  hr  the  Scotch,  who  had  no  cab- 
bages till  Oliver  Cromwell's  soldiers  intro- 
duced them;  and  one  might  thus  show  how 
arts  are  propagated  by  conquest,  as  they  were 
by  the  Roman  arms."  He  seemed  to  be  much 
diverted  with  the  fertility  of  his  own  fancy. 

I  told  him,  that  I  heard  Dr.  Percy  was 
writing  the  history  of  the  wolf  in  Great  Bri- 
tain. Johnson.  "The  wolf.  Sir;  why  the 
wolf?  Why  does  he  not  write  of  the  bear, 
which  we  had  formerly  ?  Nay,  it  is  said  that 
we  had  the  beaver.  0^  why  does  he  not  write 
of  the  gray  rat,  the  Hanover  rat,  as  it  is  called, 
because  it  is  said  to  have  come  into  this  coun- 
try about  the  time  that  the  family  of  Hanover 
came  ?  I  should  like  to  see  '  The  History  of 
the  Qray  Rat,  by  Thomas  Percy,  D,D.,  Chap- 
lain in  Ordinary  to  His  Mtgesty^^  (laughing 
immoderately).    Boswsix.    "I  am  afraid  a 


1  Such  is  thi<  tittle  Uaghabie  tnddmt.  which  hat  been  often 
related.  Dr.  Perev,  the  Blihop  of  Dromore,  who  was  an 
Intimate  friend  of  Dr.  Grainger,  and  has  a  particular  regard 
for  hie  memory,  has  comnranicated  to  me  the  following  ex- 
planation :  — 

**  The  passage  In  question  was  ori ginallr  not  liable  to  such 
a  perversion :  for  the  author  having  occasion  in  that  part  of 
his  work  to  mention  the  harock  made  by  rats  and  mice,  had 
Introduced  the  subject  In  a  kind  of  mock-heroic,  and  a  parody 
of  Homer**  Battle  of  the  Frogs  and  Mice,  Invoking  the  muse 
of  the  old  Grecian  bard  In  an  elegant  and  well-turned  man- 
ner. In  that  state  I  had  seen  It ;  but  afterwards,  unknown  to 
me  and  other  fHends,  he  bad  been  persuaded,  contrary  to  his 
own  better  Judgment,  to  alter  It,  io  as  to  produce  the 
unlucky  efltet  above  mentioned." 

The  above  was  written  by  the  Bishop  when  he  had  not  the 
poem  Itself  to  recur  to:  nnd  tlioush  the  account  given  was 
true  of  It  at  one  period,  yet,  as  I)r.  Grainger  afterwards 
altered  the  passage  In  question,  the  remarks  in  the  text  do 


court  chaplain  could  not  decently  write  of  the 
ffrav  rat.  ^ohnsoh.  ^  Sir,  he  need  not  give 
It  the  name  of  the  Hanover  rat.**  Thus  ooold 
he  indulse  a  luxuriant  sportive  imsginitioD, 
when  ta&ing  of  a  friend  whom  he  Itn^  tnd 
esteemed.^ 

He  mentioned  to  me  the  ringular  history  of 
an  ingenious  acquaintance.    "He  had  pnc-  i 
Used  physic  in  various  situations  with  no  mt 
emolument.    A  West  India  gentleman,  ynm 
he  delighted  by  his  conversadon,  pve  him  \  1 
bond  for  a  handsome  annuity  during  his  lift,  I 
on  the  condition  of  his  accompanjine  him  tD  I 
the  West  liidies,  and  living  witli  hmi  mere  for  { 
two  vears.   He  accordingly  onbarked  inth  the 
gentleman ;  but  upon  the  voyage  fdl  m  lore  | 
with  a  young  wonum  who  happened  to  be  one 
of  the  passengers,  and  married  the  wend. 
From  the  imprudence  of  his  dispositioD  he 
quarrelled  with  the  gentleman,  and  dedired 
he  would  have  no  connexion  with  him.    So  he 
forfeited  the  annuity.    He  settled  as  a  phy- 
sidan  in  one  of  the  Leeward  Islands.    A  mu 
was  sent  out  to  him  merely  to  compound  his 
medicines.  This  iellow  set  up  as  a  rival  to  him  | 
in  his  practice  of  physic,  and  got  so  much  the 
better  of  him  in  the  opinion  of  the  people  of , 
the  island,  that  he  carried  away  all  the  bosi- 
ness,  upon  which  he  returned  to  England,  tad  I 
soon  aner  died." 

On  Friday,  22d  March,  having  set  oot  esri; 
from  Henley  [in  Arden],  where  we  had  lain  the 
preceding  night,  we  arrived  at  Birmin^sn 
about  nine  o'clock,  and  afler  breakfast  went  to 
call  on  his  old  schoolfellow,  Mr.  Hector.  Avery 
stupid  maid,  who  opened  the  door,  told  us  that 
*^her  master  was  gone  out;  he  was  gone  to 
the  country ;  she  could  not  tell  when  he  would 
return."  In  short,  she  save  us  a  miserable 
reception;  and  Johnson  observed,  ^'Sbe  would 
have  behaved  no  better  to  people  who  wanted 
him  in  the  way  of  his  profession.**  He  said  to 
her,  **  My  name  is  Johnson ;  tell  him  I  called. 
Will  you  remember  the  nameP**  She  an- 
swered with  rustic  simplicity,  in  the  Warwick- 
shire pronunciation,  '*  I  don*t  understand  von* 
Sir."  "Blockhead,"  said  he,  "Fll  write.*  I 
never  heard  the  word  hlockhead  applied  to  a 
woman  before,  though  I  do  not  see  whv  it 
should  not,  when  there  is  evident  occasion  for 
it.^    He,  however,  made  another  attempt  to 


not  now  apply  to  the  printed  poem.  The  Bishop  fins  tfci* 
character  of  Dr.  Grainger:—**  He  vaa  not  only  a  atf  «f 
genlui  and  learning,  but  had  many  excellcBt  virtueti  brut 
one  of  the  moat  generoui,  friendly,  and  henetolcnC  awe  > 
ever  knew."  Dr.  Johneon  said  to  an,  "Fncy.  Sir,  «•• 
angrr  with  me  Tor  laughing  at  the  Sugar  Cane :  for  he  had  ■ 
mind  to  make  a  great  thing  of  Graloger't  nU.**^  peiiiiu. 

■  Yet  Dr.  Johnson  sent  a  retj  friendly  review  ti  »« 
**  Sugar  Caae**  to  the  London  Chrooieto  or  July  S.  ITm.^ 
Cbalmsm.  ^^  „ 

s  This  was  '*  Tke  Hap  Omrden^  m  Gtorgic  im  tmc  BikM. 
written  by  Johnson's  friend.  Christopher  SaMut.  Thirty  y«0« 
later.  Dr.  Booker  publUhed  a  poem  villi  tlM  smm  uB|)r«- 
mising  title.  —  CmoKKK,  1S46. 

4  This  Is  a  good-natured  salvo,  introdncad  hf  BoseeO  to 
excuse  himself  to  Bishop  Percr  for  relatiug  tUaaaeodaC'j 
but  there  Is  abundant  evld«mce  that  Johnson,  for  soa> 
reason,  had  taken  a  dislike  to  Percy CaoKaa. 

>  My  worthy  friend  Ur.  Langton,  to  wlMas  I  am  \ 
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make  ber  undenta&d  him,  and  roared  loud  in 
her  ear,  ^JohnMom^  and  then  she  catched  the 
s^nud. 
We  next  ealled  on  Mr.  Lloyd,  one  of  the 

QJe  called  qnakers.  He  too  was  not  at 
e,  bat  Mrs.  Llojd  was,  and  received  us 
cottTteottslj,  and  askeid  us  to  dinner.  Johnson 
«iid  to  me,  **  After  the  uncertainty  of  all 
haman  things  at  Hector*s,  this  invitation  came 
very  welL**  We  walked  about  the  town,  and 
he  was  pleased  to  see  it  increasing. 

I  talked  of  legitimation  bj  sul^equent  mar- 
mge,  which  obtained  in  the  Roman  law,  and 
«:ili  obtains  in  the  law  of  Scotland.    Johhsok. 
^'  I  think  it  a  bad  thing  \  because  the  chastity 
i/  women  being  of  the  utmost  importance,  as 
kj  propert/  defends  upon  it,  they^  who  forfeit 
it  shotud  not  have  anv  possibilitj  of  being 
restored  to  good  character;  nor  should  the 
(.hildrcii,  bj  an  illicit  connection,  attain  the 
fiU  right  (H  lawful  children,  by  the  posterior 
consent  of  the  offending  parties.      His  opinion 
«poa  this  subject  deserves  consideration.  Upon 
his  principle  there  may  at  times  be^  a  hardship, 
tad  aeemiDgly  a  strange  one,  upon  individuals ; 
hut    the   general  good  of  society  is  better 
Mcurcd.     And,  after  all,  it  is  unreasonable  in 
in   iodividaal  to  refnne  that  he  has  not  the 
sdrasitage  of  a  state  which  is  made  different 
frr>tA  hb  own,  by  the  social  institution  under 
vhich  bo  b  bora.    A  woman  does  not  com- 
plain cliat  her  brother  who  is  younger  than  her 
;»*is  their  common  father*8  estate.    Why  then 
•Ululd  a  natoral  son  complain  that  a  younger 
^roihrr,  by  the  same  parents  lawfully  lle^iotten, 
^cu  ft  ?     The  operation  of  law  is  similar  in 
U*th  caaes.     Besides,  an  illegitimate  son,  who 
L»  a  yoanger  legitimate  brother  by  the  same 
fiiber  and  mother,  has  no  stronger  claim  to 
tar    &iher*s    estate,   than  if  that  legitimate 
intcher  bad  only  the  same  father,  from  whom 
Si »»«  the  estate  descends. 

Mr.  Lloyd  joined  us  in  the  street ;  and  in  a 
\t*i':  while  we  v^  friend  Hectar^  as  IVir.  Lloyd 
ail^  him.  It  gave  me  pleasure  to  observe 
.  >  'j€tj  which  Johnson  and  he  expressed  on 
k^i".;?  each  other  again.  Mr.  Llovd  and  I 
together,  while  he  obligingly  showed 
of  the  manufactures  of  this  very 
rsi.irma  MMmblace  of  artificers.  We  all  met 
tf  dianer  mi  Mr.  Lloyd's,  where  we  were 
»7&ertAined  with  great  hospitality.  Mr.  and 
!tf  r«.  Lloyd  had  been  married  the  same  year 
viil.  ibar  majesties,  and,  like  them,  had  been 
t-:-^«>i<l  with  a  numerous  family  of  fine  children, 
tv-.r  n ambers  being  exactly  tne  same.    John- 


•  •* 


tm 


to  the 
■MwHh 


eoorsff  of  mt  Jobnconlaa 
B  droll  illustnitlaa  of  thto 


earpanter,  after  slvtnc  loroe  anocdota, 
)  U1  CrMCOMBC  which  Vb  had  racofvod 


*■  wtfv,  who  vat  a  noted  tMniagant,  and 

of  ahjoft  dcaihif  In  •omo  traniacUoo  with 

took  cara  to  l#C  h«r  know  what  1  thought  of 

aakdd,  **  What  did  )ro«  lay  ?  "  answerad, 

■iM»W/*~  Bosweit. 

Bod  dlasracoful  that  In  a  dvillMd 

to  Important  a  prlnciplo  aa  tho  atalo  of 


son  said,  ^  Marriage  is  the  best  state  for  man 
in  general ;  and  every  man  is  a  worse  man,  in 
proportion  as  he  is  unfit  for  the  married  state.** 

i  have  always  loved  the  simplicity  of  man- 
ners, and  the  spiritual-mindedness,  of  the 
quakers ;  and  talking  with  Mr.  Lloyd,  I  ob- 
served, that  the  essential  part  of  religion  was 
piety,  a  devout  intercourse  with  the  Divinity ; 
and  that  many  a  man  was  a  quaker  without 
knowing  it. 

As  Dr.  Johnson  had  said  to  me  in  the  morn- 
ing, while  we  walked  together,  that  he  likud 
Individuals  among  the  quakers,  but  not  the 
sect;  when  we  were  at  Mr.  Lloyd's,  I  kept 
clear  of  introducing  any  questions  concerning 
the  peculiarities  of  their  faith.  But  I  having 
asked  to  look  at  Baskerville*s  edition  of  ^  Bar- 
clay's Apology,**  Johnson  laid  hold  of  it;  and 
the  chapter  on  baptism  happening  to  open, 
Johnson  remarked,  ^  He  says  there  is  neither 
precept  nor  practice  for  baptism  in  the  scrip- 
tures ;  that  is  false.**  Here  ne  was  the  aggres- 
sor, by  no  means  in  a  gentle  manner ;  and  the 
ffood  quakers  had  the  advantage  of  him ;  for 
he  had  read  negli^ntlv,  and  had  not  observed 
that  Barclay  speaSs  of  infoait  baptism ;  which 
they  calmly  made  him  perceive.  Mr.  Lloyd, 
however,  was  in  a  great  mistake ;  for  when  m- 
sisting  that  the  rite  of  baptism  by  water  was 
to  cease,  when  the  spiritual  administration  of 
Christ  be^an,  he  maintained  that  John  the 
Baptist  said,  ^  Mv  holism  shall  decrease,  but 
his  shall  increase.*  Whereas  the  words  are, 
^'  He  must  increase,  but  I  tnust  decrease.** 
[John  iii.  30.] 

One  of  them  having  objected  to  the  *'  ob- 
servance of  days,  and  months,  and  years,** 
Johnson  answered,  *'  The  church  does  not  super- 
stitiously  observe  days,  merely  as  days,  but  as 
memorials  of  important  facts.  Christmas  might 
be  kept  as  well  upon  one  day  of  the  year  as 
another ;  but  there  should  be  a  stated  day  for 
commemorating  the  birth  of  our  Saviour, 
because  there  is  danger  that  what  may  be  done 
on  any  dav  will  be  neglected.** 

He  said  to  me  at  another  time,  **  Sir,  the 
holidays  observed  by  our  church  are  of  great 
use  in  religion.**  Inhere  can  be  no  doubt  of 
this  in  a  limited  sense,  I  mean  if  the  number 
of  such  consecrated  portions  of  time  be  not  too 
extensive.  The  excellent  Mr.  Kelson's  **  Fes- 
tivals and  Fasts,**  which  has,  I  understand, 
the  greatest  sale  of  any  book  ever  printed  in 
England,  except  the  Bible,  is  a  most  valuable 
help  to  devotion :  and  in  addition  to  it  I  would 
recommend  two  sermons  on  the  same  subject, 


marrtafe,  which  ti  the  foundatioo  of  our  whol*  cItII  con- 
stitution, thmild  bo  to  this  hoar  Tafoe,  obMara.  and  contra- 
dictory ?  One  law  for  England  —  a  dllTerent  one,  or  ratlior 
none  at  all,  for  Ireland  — and  for  Scotland  tho  nonttrout 
doctrine  mentioned  in  the  text.  It  It  to  be  hotted  that  Mr. 
Peel,  who  hat  done  lo  onach  towanb  ratlooalisiof  o«r  law 
on  other  itihiectt,  wiU  see  the  necoteirr  of  dof  nfMMBothlnf 
ftimilar  on  thit  moft  Important  one.  —  CmoKn.  ISil .  In  ISIS 
the  tame  ^tgraceftd  anomaly  ettll  eslitt,  with  the  aupor- 
addltion  of  a  new  form  of  marrlafo  at  a  dTil  coDlract 
before  a  regiatrar.—Caoaia,  1S46. 
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by  Mr.  Pott^  Archdeacon  of  St.  Alban>, 
equally  distingtushed  for  piety  and  elegance. 
'I  am  sorry  to  have  it  to  say,  that  Scotland  is 
the  only  Christian  country,  catholic  or  pro- 
testant,  where  the  great  events  of  our  religion 
are  not  solemnly  commemorated  by  its  ecclesi- 
asticid  establishment,  on  days  set  apart  for  the 
purpose. 

JUr.  Hector  was  so  eood  as  to  accompany  me 
U^  see  the  great  works  of  Mr.  Boulton,  at  a 
place  which  he  has  called  Soho,  about  two 
miles  from  Birmingham,  which  the  very  in- 

fenious  proprietor  showed  me  himself  to  the 
est  advantage.  I  wished  Johnson  had  been 
with  us:  for  it  was  a  scene  which  I  should 
have  been  glad  to  contemplate  by  his  light. 
The  vastness  and  the  contrivance  of  some  of 


expression 

what  all  the  world  desires  to  have  —  Fowbs." 
He  had  about  seven  hundred  people  at  work. 
I  contemplated  him  as  an  iron  chieftain^  and 
he  seemed  to  be  a  father  to  his  tribe.  One  of 
them  came  to  him,  complaining  grievously  of 
his  landlord  for  having  distrained  his  goods. 
^  Your  landlord  is  in  the  nVht,  Smith  (said 
Boulton).  But  m  tell  you  what :  find  you  a 
friend  who  will  lay  down  one  half  of  your 
rent,  and  TU  lay  down  the  other  half;  and  you 
shall  have  vour  goods  again.** 

From  Mr.  Hector  I  now  learnt  manv  par- 
ticulars of  Dr.  Johnson*s  early  life,  which,  with 
others  that  he  gave  me  at  different  times  since, 
have  contributol  to  the  formation  of  this  work. 

Dr.  Johnson  said  to  me  in  the  morning, 
^^  You  will  see.  Sir,  at  Mr.  Hector*s«  his  sister, 
Mrs.  Careless',  a  clerffyinan*s  widow.  She 
was  the  first  woman  wiui  whom  I  was  in  love. 
It  dropped  out  of  my  head  imperceptibly ;  but 
she  and  I  shall  always  have  a  kindness  for  each 
other.**  He  lauehed  at  the  notion  that  a  man 
can  never  be  reiuly  in  love  but  once,  and  con- 
sidered it  as  a  mere  romantic  fancy. 

On  our  return  from  Mr.  Boulton*s,  Mr. 
Hector  took  me  to  his  house,  where  we  found 
Johnson  sitting  placidly  at  tea,  with  his  firtt 
love;  who,  though  now  advanced  in  years, 
was  a  genteel  woman,  very  agreeable  and  well- 
bred. 

Johnson  lamented  to  Mr.  Hector  the  state 
of  one  of  their  schoolfellows,  Mr.  Charles 
Congreve,  a  clergnrman,  which  he  thus  de- 
scribed :  "  He  obtained,  I  believe,  considerable 
preferment  in  Ireland,  but  now  lives  in  London, 
quite  as  a  valetudinarian,  afraid  to  go  into  any 
house  but  his  own.  He  takes  a  short  airing  in 
his  post-chaise  every  day.  He  has  an  elderly 
woman,  whom  he  calls  cousin,  who  lives  with 


i  Th«  Rev.  Jo««nh  Holden  Pott,  afterwards  Archdeacon  of 
Ixmdou,  Vlr«r  or  Kratingtoo  (which  he  mi|tned  In  1843). 
moA  Chancpllor  of  Exetor.  Aft  this  •li«vt  It  patitng  throitirh 
the  preM  I  learn  the  death  of  mv  venerable  frleud  on  the  17th 
Feb.  1847,  m,.  JW.  —  CaoKu,  1847. 
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him,  and  jogs  his  elbow  when  his  glass  has  I 
stood  too  long  empty,  and  enconrages  him  in  | 
drinking,  in  which  he  is  veir  willing  t«  be  | 
enoour^ed ;  not  that  he  sets  <frank,  for  be  is  { 
a  very  pious  man,  but  he  is  always  muddy. 
He  confesses  to  one  bottle  of  port  every  daj, 
and  he  probably  drinks  more.  He  is  qaite 
unsocial;  his  conversation  is  quite  monos^jl- 
labical ;  and  when,  at  my  last  ti^  I  asked 
him  what  o*clock  it  was  ?  that  signal  of  my 
departure  had  so  pleasing  an  effect  on  him« 
that  he  sprung  up  to  look  at  his  watch,  like  & 
greyhound  bounaing  at  a  hare.**  When  John- 
son took  leave  of  Mr.  Hector,  he  said,  **  Dcn't 
grow  like  Congreve ;  nor  let  me  grow  like  hicv, 
when  you  are  near  me.^ 

When  he  again  talked  of  Mrs.  Cardcss  to* 
night,  he  seemed  to  have  his  affection  retired ; 
for  he  said,  ^  If  I  had  married  her,  it  might  have 
been  as  happy  for  me.**    Boswbix.    ^Prcr,  , 
Sir,  do  you  not  suppose  that  there  are  iiW  i 
women  in  the  world,  with  any  one  of  whom  s  \ 
man  may  be  as  happy,  as  with  any  one  woona  I 
in  particular?**    Johrsoh.     ^^J*  Sir,   £ny  j 
thousand.**    Boswell.    ^^Then,  Sir,  von  ir^  | 
not  of  opinion  with  some  who  imagine  tl^  - 
certain  men  and  certain  women  are  made  f  r  | 
each  other ;  and  that  they  cannot  be  happy  if  i 
they  miss  their  counterpiuls.**  Josmos.  *^T- 
be  sure  not.  Sir.    I  beheve  marriages  wotU^i  is 
general  be  as  happy,  and  oflen  more  sot,  if  tL(;r 
were  all  made  by  the  lord  chancellor,  upcfi  \ 
due  consideration  of  the  characters  an^i  r^ 
cumstances,  without  the  parties  haTin^  czt 
choice  in  the  matter.**  ^ 

I  wished  to  have  staid  at  BirmiB^iihaiB  t "» 
night,  to  have  talked  more  with  Mr.  Hert«-r 
but  my  friend  was  impatient  to  reach  lus  nar.^f 
city ;  so  we  drove  on  that  stage  in  the  ^^%r%^ 
and  were  long  pensive  and  silent.     When  w. 
came  within  the  focus  of  the  Liehfidd  l«Bn->w 
"  Now,'*  said  he,  "  we  are  gcttinffoai  of  a  ua: 
of  death.**    We  put  up  at  the  Three  Ctn  wr 
not  one  of  the  great  inns,  bat  a  go(«t   -     - 
fashioned  one,  which  was  kept  by  Mr.  W :  n. .--. 
and  was  the  very  next  house  to  that  in   ts  ^    - 
Johnson  was  bom  and  brought  up«  and  w :    - 
was  still  his  own  property.*    We  had  a   « 
fortable  supper,  ana  cot  into  hijrh  »p!r*'t« 
felt  all  my  toryism  glow  in  this  old  cai  * 
Staffordshire.     I  could  have  offered  i:>  >  -: 
^enio  loci ;  and  I  indulged  in  libatioos  <  •.*  t. 
ale,  which  Boniface,  in   ^Ihe 
tagem,**  recommends  with  such 
jollity. 

Next  morning  he  introduced 

Lucy  Porter,  his  step-daughter.     

an  old  maid,  with  much  simplicitT  of  a. .  -  •-^  - 
She  had  never  been  in  Lonoon.  llta'  bcr. ;..   ~. 
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s  See  mntf.  p.  tl9. — C. 

*  I  went  ihrouffh  tho  ' 
vat  horn,  with  a  reverence  with  whlrk  H 
be  vitltrd.    An  engntved  view  of  H,  wkk  t 
inffi,   is  In  the  **  GeiitlenaD*a 
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1  captain  in  the  navy,  had  left  her  a  fortune  of 
ten  thousand  pounds ;  about  a  third  of  whicli 
ihe  had  laid  out  in  building  a  stately  house, 
aod  making  a  handsome  «rarden,  in  an  elevated 
situation  in  Lichfield.     Johnson,  when  here 
by  himself,  used  to  Uve  at  her  house.    She 
referenced  him,  and  he  had  a  parental  tender- 
ness for  her. 
We  then  risited  Mr.  Peter  Garrick,  who  had 
I  that  morning  received  a  letter  from  his  brother 
'  DsTid,  announcing  our  coming  to  Lichfield. 
He  was  engaged  to  dinner,  but  asked  us  to  tea, 
i  and  to  sleep  at  his  house.    Johnson,  however, 
I  woaid  not  quit  his  old  acquiuntance  Wilkins 
'  of  the  Three  Crowns.    The  family  likeness  of 
the  Gnrricks  was  very  striking ;  and  Johnson 
I  thoagfat  that  David*s  vivacity  was  not  so  pecu- 
iiar  to  hiniself  as  was  supposed.    ^  Sir,*^  said 
h€,  "I  don't  know  but,  if  reter  had  cultivated 
all  the  arts  of  gaiety  as  much  as  David  has 
(iooe,  he  might  have  heen  as  brisk  and  lively. 
iVpcnd  upon  it,  Sir,  vivacity  is  much  an  art, 
ami  depends  greatly  on  habit.**  ^    I  believe 
.  tiiere  is  a  good  deal  of  truth  in  this,  notwith- 
»taQ(iing  a  ludicrous  story  told  me  by  a  lady 
abroad,  of  a  heavy  German  baron,  who  had 
lived  much  with  the  young  Endish  at  Geneva, 
aadwas  ambitious  to  be  as  lively  as  they ;  with 
'  vliich  view,  he,  with  assiduous  exertion,  was 
'  jumping  over  the  tables  and  chairs  in   his 
lodgings ;  and  when  the  people  of  the  house 
na  m  and  aaked,  with  surprise,  what  was  the 
matter,  he  answered,  ^*  Sli  appretu  tetreff^ 

We  dined  at  otir  inn,  and  had  with  us  a 
^\t.  Jackson  *,  one  of  Johnson's  schoolfellows, 
vhom  he  treated  with  much  kindness,  though 
••"  seemed  to  be  a  low  man,  dull  and  untaught. 
\i^  ha<l  a  coarse  gray  coat,  black  waistcoat, 
tnvasy  leather  breeches,  and  a  yellow  uncurled 
*'>L';  and  his  countenance  had  the  ruddiness 
^^i(*h  betokens  one  who  is  in  no  haste  to 
**  l^ave  his  can.**  He  drank  only  ale.  He  had 
''ied  to  be  a  cutler  at  Birmin^am,  but  had 
'"•t  succeeded;  and  now  he  lived  poorly  at 
^  'U)c  and  had  some  scheme  of  dressing  leather 
'•'  3  better  manner  than  common ;  to  his  in- 
,  M.-tinct  aocoant  of  which.  Dr.  Johnson  listened 
vith  patient  attention,  that  he  might  assist  him 

*  t(i  his  advice.  Here  was  an  instance  of 
j'-noine  humanity  and  real  kindness  in  this 
:r•t^.  man,  who  has  been  most  unjustly  repre- 

':>*"<1  as  altogether  harsh  and  destitute  of 

'        V.  ■gp— !■  thai  qolte  a  eontranr  ccmcloiion  might  b* 

""1  Utm  Kl««  premiiM;  for  the  lifelineM  of  the  Garrick 

t  »a»  otovloiuly  iMtural  and  hereditary,  and  (except 

•  ^pa  hi  dkyrrv)  lodepeodept  of  art  or  habit.    The  ftuniijr 

I     *    •<  oanM  wa«  properly  Garrfqme)  waa  of  French  extmc- 
*M  thef  Mvm  to  have  preMTTMl  the  viradty  of 'their 
*     '  f  i4l  bknd.—  Cmmub. 

'  T'H  perton'e  nasn«  was  Henry.  See  pott*  Sept.  1. 1777. 
7  "^  "  Klwtmm  Um  dreMing  leather  **  reodert  It  probAble  that 
'  VM  the  MO  of  the  Thomai  Jackson  mentioned  aaie, 
'■  ■  by  Mr.  Boewell  at  a  aervan/,  and  by  Mrs.  PloBti 
•  >  a  Tyttmtmm  (aaore  probably  a  kind  of  a  pmrimer)  of  old 
'-*'•  if^Kttaoa'u  aboaf  the  tine  when  the  failure  of  tome 
" » T  *  for  ^r*mmt[  Ulktr  or  parehncot  accelerated  hU 

'•«iTirk   htaucIC,    like  the  LichfleMiant,  always  taid, 
t>mftim%e,  akmmtriar.  — Bean  by.  Thi«  it  tUlI  the  rulgar  pro- 


tenderness.  A  thousand  such  instances  might 
liave  been  recorded  in  the  course  of  his  long 
life;  though  that  his  temper  was  warm  and 
hasty,  and  his  manner  oflen  rough,  cannot  be 
denied. 

I  saw  here,  for  the  first  time,  oat  ale;  and 
oat-cakes,  not  hard  as  in  Scotland,  but  soft 
like  a  Yorkshire  cake,  were  served  at  break- 
fast. It  was  pleasant  to  me  to  find,  that 
**  oaU^  the  "/oorf  of  horses^**  were  so  mudi 
used  as  the /bod  of  the  peopie  in  Dr.  Johnson*s 
own  town.  He  expatiated  in  praise  of  Lich- 
field and  its  inhabitants,  who,  he  said,  were 
^*the  most  sober,  decent  people  in  England, 
the  genteelest  in  proportion  to  their  wealth, 
and  spoke  the  purest  English."  I  doubted  as 
to  the  last  article  of  this  eulogy ;  for  they  had 
several  provincial  sounds;  as,  there,  pro- 
nounced like  fear,  instead  of  like  fair;  once 
5 renounced  tcoonse,  instead  of  tnaue  or  wonee. 
ohnson  himself  never  got  entirely  free  of 
those  provincial  accents.  Garrick  sometimes 
used  to  take  him  off,  squeezing  a  lemon  into  a 
pimch-bowl,  with  uncouth  gesticulations,  look- 
ing iDund  the  company,  and  calling  out, 
"Who's  for ;waiwA.»"^ 

Very  little  business  appeared  to  be  going 
forwanl  in  Lichfield.  I  found,  however,  two 
strange  manufactures  for  so  inland  a  place, 
stul-doth  and  streamers  for  ships;  and  I  ob- 
served them  making  some  sadole-cloihs,  and 
dressing  sheep-skins ;  but  upon  the  whole,  the 
busy  hand  of  industry  seemed  to  be  quite 
slackened.  **  Surely,  Sir,"  said  I,  '*  you  are  an 
idle  set  of  people."  "  Sir,"  said  Johnson, "  we 
are  a  city  of  philosophers ;  we  work  with  our 
heads,  and  make  the  boobies  of  Birmingham 
work  for  us  with  their  hands."  There  was  at 
this  time  a  company  of  players  performing  at 
Lichfield.  The  manager,  Mr.  Stanton,  sent 
his  compliments,  and  begged  leave  to  wait  on 
Dr.  Johnson.  Johnson  received  him  very 
courteously,  and  he  drank  a  glass  of  wine  with 
us.  He  was  a  plain,  decent,  well-behaved 
man,  and  expressed  his  gratitude  to  Dr.  John- 
son for  having  once  got  him  permission  from 
Dr.  Taylor  at  Ashbourne  to  play  there  upon 
moderate  terms.  Garrick*s  name  was  soon 
introduced.  Johnsoh.  **6arrick*s  conversa- 
tion is  gay  and  grotesque.  It  is  a  dbh  of  all 
sorts,  but  all  good  things.  There  is  no  solid 
meat  in  it :  there  is  a  want  of  sentiment  in  it 


nonciation  of  Ireland,  where  the  pronunciation  of  the 
English  language  by  thote  who  have  not  expatriated  It 
doubtlett  that  which  generally  prevailed  In  England  in  the 
Ume  of  Queen  Elisabeth.  —  Haionb.  **  Skupreme  *'  and 
**  tkuperior  **  are  obsolete ;  yet  every  one  tayi "  tkure  **  and 
'*  tkmgar  "  for  **  amre  "  and  *»  mgar.**  I  hardly  know  what 
Mr.  Halone  meant  by  **  not  espotriaied*'—  I  tuppote,  thoee 
who  had  not  vUited  England.  No  doubt  the  Engllth  lettlert 
carried  over,  and  nuy  have  In  tome  catet  preterved,  the 
Englith  Idiom  and  acceut  of  their  day.  Bithop  Kearnj, 
at  well  at  hit.  friend,  Mr.  Malone,  thought  that  the  most 
remarkable  peculiarity  of  Irish  pronunciation,  as  in  My  for 
«ra,  lay  for  ten,  wat  the  English  mode  even  down  to  the 
reign  of  Queen  Anne,  and  there  are  rhymes  in  Pope,  and 
more  frequently  in  Dryden,  that  coontenaiicf  that  opiitioo  ; 
but  rhymei  cannot  be  depended  upon  for  minute  identity 
of  tound.  _  CaoutB,  I830->1M7. 
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Not  but  that  he  has  sentiment  sometimes,  and 
sentiment  too  very  ^werful  and  verj  iideas- 
ing:  bat  it  has  not  its  full  proportion  in  his 
oonTersfttion.** 

When  we  were  hj  ourselves  he  told  me, 
'*  Forty  yean  ago,  Sir,  I  was  in  love  with  an 
actress  here,  Mn.  Emmet,  who  acted  Flora,  in 
*  Hob  in  the  Well.***  What  merit  this  lady  had 
as  an  actress,  or  what  was  her  figure,  or  her 
manner,  I  have  not  been  informed;  but,  if  we 
may  beliere  Mr.  Garrick,  his  old  master's 
taste  in  theatrical  merit  was  by  no  means 
refined ;  he  was  not  an  dewtauf&rmarum  spse* 
tator.^  Garrick  nsed  to  teU,  that  Johnson  said 
of  an  actor,  who  played  Sir  Harry  Wildair  at 
Lichfield,  **  There  is  a  courtly  vivacity  about 
the  fellow  ;**  when,  in  fact,  according  to  Gar- 
rick's  account,  **  he  was  the  most  vulgar  ruffian 
that  ever  went  upon  board**** 

We  had  promised  Mr.  Stanton  to  be  at  his 
theatre  on  Monday.  Dr.  Johnson  jocularly 
proposed  to  me  to  write  a  prologue  for  the 
occasion:  **A  Prologue,  by  James  Boswell, 
Esqr.,  from  the  Hebrides.**  I  was  really  in- 
clined to  take  the  hint.  Methouffht,  ^Pro- 
lo^e,  spoken  before  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson,  at 
Lichfield,  1776,**  would  have  sounded  as  well 
as  ^  Prologue,  spoken  before  the  Duke  of  York 
at  Oxford,**  in  Charles  the  Second's  time. 
Much  might  have  been  said  of  what  Lichfield 
had  done  for  Shakspeare,  by  producing  John- 
son and  Garrick.  But  I  found  he  was  averse 
to  it. 

We  went  and  viewed  the  museum  of  Mr. 
Richard  Grreen,  apothecary  here,  who  told  me 
he  was  proud  of  oeing  a  relation  of  Dr.  John- 
sun's.  It  was,  truly,  a  wonderful  collection, 
both  of  antiquities  and  natural  curiosities,  and 
ingenious  works  of  art.  He  had  all  the  articles 
accurately  arranged,  with  their  names  upon 
labels,  printed  at  his  own  little  press ;  and  on 
the  staircase  leodins  to  it  was  a  board,  with 
the  names  of  contributors  marked  in  gold  let- 
ters. A  printed  catalogue  of  the  collection 
was  to  be  had  at  a  bookseller's.  Johnson 
expressed  his  admiration  of  the  activity  and 
diligence  and  good  fortune  of  Mr.  Green,  in 
getting  together,  in  his  situation,  so  great  a 
variety  of  things ;  and  Mr.  Green  told  me  that 
Johnson  once  sud  to  him,  "  Sir,  I  should  as 
soon  have  thought  of  building  a  man-of-war,  as 
of  collecting  snoh  a  museum.**  Mr.  Green*s 
obliging  alacrity  in  showing  it  was  very  pleas- 
ing. His  engraved  portrait,  with  which  he  has 
favoured  me,  has  a  motto  truly  characteristical 
of  his  disposition,  **  Nemo  iibi  mvaL** 

A  physician  being  mentioned  who  had  lost 
his  practice,  becamse  his  whimsically  changing 
his  religion  had  made  people  distrustful  m 


'  Aalcvobwnrerof  tb«  flMaal*  form. 

Terence,  Sum.  HL  S.  -.  C. 

*  Foth«rgUI,  a  qoakcr,  and  Schonberg.  a  J«v,  had  tb« 
froatett  practloa  oTaay  two  phyticiant  of  Uielr  Una.  —  Bna- 
KST.  Mr.  D'Uraall  Uiiolu  it  poulble«  that  Ralph  Schonherg 
(the  Mcood  Mn    of   Dr.  Metftr  Scbombarv.    tha  person 


him,  I  maintained  that  this  was  nnretsoaable, 
as  religion  is  unconnected  with  medical  ikilL 
JoHHS<Hi.  "Sir,  it  is  not  unreaaonsble;  for 
when  people  see  a  man  absurd  in  what  Uiej 
understand,  they  may  conclude  the  same  of 
him  in  what  tliey  do  not  understand.   If  t 
physician  were  to  take  to  eating  of  honefloh, 
nobody  would  employ  him;  thoofh  one  maj 
eat  horseflesh,  and  be  a  very  skilfu  DhjnoaD. 
If  a  man  were  educated  in  an  absura  relieioii, 
his  continuing  to  profess  it  would  not  hart  um, 
thonsh  his  changing  to  it  would.** ' 
^  yTe  drank  tea  and  coffee  at  Mr.  Peter  Gar- 
rick*s,  where  was  Mrs.  Aston,  one  of  the 
maiden  sisters   of  Mn.  Walmesley,  wife  of 
Johnson*s  first  firiend,  and  aister  also  of  the 
lady  of  whom  Johnson  used  to  speak  with  tlie 
wannest  admiration,  by  the  name  of  Holly 
Aston,  who  was  afterwards  married  to  Captain 
Brodie  of  the  navy. 
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LiehfieUL  —  Pder  GarridL  ^  Dmik  of  Mr,  TKniet 
ombf  &W.  —  SkaktpounB  Mmiheny-tree,  —  l^ 
Bute.  —  Marriape.  —  Qmatiauimg.  —  Sir  FldAr 
Nortom.  —  jMkbamnu.  .>  Ih-.  T^tor.  -^"Oid 
Mem  putting  tkgmmhu  io  murwt.'*  —  **ttBJmen».' 
d' hgkUUrrar-^  ImpmHtudg.  _  Bir.  Wtddtrkmn*^ 
— •*  Marrpmgfar  Lorn."  —  Dr.  Jmmet.  ^  Mdf^ 
ekofy.-^QgHain  Cook.  —  OmaL  ^  Okaroeter^ 
a  Soldier,  ^Good  Humour ^ameiomlPiaottfJ^ 
^  Public  Sekoob.-^  EufHek  Umiuereitiet.  ^U^^ 
omthe  Dead, 

Ok  Sunday,  March  34.,  we  breakfasted  widi 
Mrs.  Cobb,  a  widow  lady,  who  lived  si  an 
agreeable  sequestered  place  dose  by  the  town. 
called  the  Friary,  it  having  been  formeH)  i 
religious  house.  She  and  her  niece,  Misa  A(K^  . 
were  great  admirers  of  Dr.  Johnaon ;  aod  be 
behaved  to  them  with  a  kindness  and  eA^.« 
pleasantry,  such  as  we  see  between  old  an*! 
intimate  acquaintance.  He  aooompanied  Ur^ 
Cobb  to  St.  Mary*s  Church,  and  I  went  to  tV 
cttthed^al,  where  I  was  very  nnA  dclc)^:- « 
with  the  music,  finding  it  to  be  pecoirrvV 
solemn,  and  accordant  with  the  woHs  tc  tt- 
service. 

We  dined  at  Mr.  Peter  Gnrnck's,  who  vai 
in  a  very  liveh^  humour,  and  worified  Joha*:*^  * 
saying,  that  if  ne  had  cultimted  gniecy  aa  no  ^ 
as  his  brother  David,  he  mi^t  have  cqiulij 


Btntlonctl  bv  Dr. 

tast :  bot  Ralpb 

out  of  toctetf ,  ft» 

of  an  hoapttai.  vlth  whkh 

think  that  anj  ofthaat  waa 

prorinclal  phftidn.^  Cmoau. 
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excelled  in  it.    He  was  to-day  qnite  a  London 

tjjrrator,  telling  us  a  variety  of  anecdotes  with 

'  tiiAt  earnestness  and  attempt  at  mimicry  which 

I  we  asaally  find  in  the  wits  of  the  metropolis. 

I  Dr.  Johnson  went  with  me  to  the  cathedral  in 

the  iftemoon.    It  was  grand  and  pleasing  to 

I  (^ntemplate  this  illustrious  writer,  now  full  of 

fune,  worshipping  in  "  the  solemn  temple  **  of 

bis  nstive  dtT. 

I  returned  to  tea  and  coffee  at  Mr.  Peter 

'  Gtfrick*s,  and  then  fbnnd  Dr.  Johnson  at  the 

Rererend  Mr.  Seward's,  eanon  residentiary, 

(  vbo  inhabited  the  bishop's  palace,  in  whidi 

'  Mr.  Wslmesley  lived,  ana  which  had  been  the 

j  »ccae  of  many  happy  hours  in  Johnson's  early 

I'lf*:.  Mr.  Seward  had,  with  ecclesiastical  hospi- 

,  tality  and  politeness,  asked  me  in  the  morning, 

;  nurelr  as  a  stranger,  to  dine  with  him  ;  and  m 

(iie  afternoon,  when  I  was  introduced  to  him, 

he  asked  Dr.  Johnson  and  me  to  spend  the 

'  erening,  and  sup  with  him.    He  was  a  genteel, 

I  veil-bred,  dignified  clergyman,  hod  travelled 

vith  Lord  Charles  Fitzroy,  uncle  of  the  pre* 

' 'Dt  Duke  of  Grafton,  who  died  when  abroad, 

10(1  he  had  lived  much  in  the  great  world.  He 

«u  in  ingenious  and  literary  man,  had  pub- 

>l>ed  an  edition  of  Beaumont  and  Fletcher, 

i!id  written  verses  in  Dodsley's  collection.  His 

i^lr  wss  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Hunter,  John- 

^•fl  i  first  schoolmaster.   And  now,  for  the  first 

*. .^M,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  his  celebrated 

'lia;^bter,  Miss  Axoul  Seward,  to  whom  I  have 

*  Qoe  been  indebted  for  many  dvilities,  as  well 
^  nme  obliging  communications  concerning 

Mr.  Seward  mentioned  to  us  the  observations 
«hich  he  had  made  upon  the  strata  of  earth  in 
I  'i'-anos ;  horn  which  it  appeared,  that  they 
v-rf"  so  very  different  in  depth  at  different 
/-nods,  that  no  calculation  whatever  could  be 
.  jd«  ts  to  the  time  required  for  their  forma- 

•  n.  This  fully  refuted  an  anti-mosaical  re- 
=''tf  k  introduced  into  Ci4)tain  Bxydone*s  en- 
'"rtaining  tour  >,  I  hope  h^dlessly,  from  a  kind 

t  Tuiity  which  is  too  common  in  those  who 
kirc  not  sttAciently  studied  the  most  important 
'•'  ^1  subjecta.  Dr.  Johnson,  indeed,  had  said 
'f'in,  independent  of  this  observation,  "*  Shall 
^  the  accunralated  evidence  of  the  history  of 
t^  worid  — shall  the  authority  of  what  is  un- 
i*»^tknably  the  most  ancient  writing,  be  over- 
f-nml  by  an  imoertain  renurk  such  as  thu  P  " 
,  <Hi  Monday,  March  25.,  we  breakfasted  at 
^r*'  Lttcv  Fortei^s.  Johnson  had  sent  an  ez* 
{'-<  to  Dr.  Tavlcn^s,  acquainting  him  of  our 
^>BZ  at  Lichfield,  and  liylor  had  returned  an 
tfiiwfr  that  his  post-ehaiae  should  come  fbr  us 
i^t*day.  While  we  sat  at  breakfast,  Dr.  John- 
•w  r.^ceived  a  letter  by  the  post,  which  seemed 
^'  vicate  him  very  much.  When  he  had  read 
^  u; exdaimed,   ^One  of  the  most  dreadful 


'*  Mrflj  mA  Males.    Tb«  remark  wm  Uiat  th«  strata  of 
•  **«i  Voant  Etna  cxMhiCrd  a  tertM  golBf  back  boyood 
'  V  'MJTBl  date  of  thm  Creattoo.  —  CaoKsa. 
U«  iiftd  Bmt*rmhf  before  hU  tether'i  door  In  the  Borwigli, 


things  that  has  happened  in  my  time.**  The 
phrase  my  Hme^  like  the  word  age^  is  usually 
understood  to  refer  to  an  event  of  a  public  or 
general  nature.  I  imagined  something  like  an 
assassination  of  the  kin||— like  a  gunpowder 
plot  carried  into  execution  —  or  luce  another 
nro  of  London.  When  aaked,  ^  What  is  it. 
Sir  ?  **  he  answered,  **  Mr.  Ihrale  has  lost  his 
onl^  son !  ** '  This  was,  no  doubt,  a  verv  great 
affliction  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thrale,  whidi  their 
friends  would  consider  accordingly ;  but  from 
the  manner  in  which  the  intelligence  of  it  was 
communicated  by  Johnson,  it  appeared  for  the 
moment  to  be  comparatively  small.  I,  how- 
ever, soon  felt  a  smoere  concern,  and  was 
curious  to  observe  how  Dr.  Johnson  would  be 
affected.  He  said,  **  This  b  a  total  extinction 
to  their  family,  as  much  as  if  they  were  sold 
into  captivity.  Upon  my  mentioning  that 
Mr.  Thrale  had  daughters,  who  might  mherit 
his  wealth :  *'  Daughters  I**  said  Johnson,  warmly, 
**  he*ll  no  more  value  his  daughters  than  — **  I 
was  eoing  to  speak.  *'Sir,^said  he,  '*don*t 
you  know  how  you  vourself  think?  Sir,  he 
wishes  to  propagate  nis  name.*'  In  short,  I 
saw  male  succession  strong  in  his  mind,  even 
whero  then  was  no  name,  no  family  of  any 
long  standing.  I  said,  it  was  lucky  he  was  not 
present  when  this  misfortune  happened.  Johk- 
soH.  **  It  is  lucky  for  me.  People  in  distress 
never  think  you  f(wl  enough.**  Boewsix.  "And, 
Sir,  they  will  have  the  hope  of  seeing  you, 
which  will  be  a  relief  in  the  mean  time ;  and 
when  you  get  to  them,  the  pain  will  be  so  far 
abated,  that  thev  will  be  capable  of  being  con- 
soled by  you,  which,  in  the  first  violence  of  it^ 
I  believe,  would  not  be  the  case.**  Johhsom. 
"  No,  Sir ;  violent  pain  of  mind,  like  violent 
pain  of  body,  must  be  severely  felt."  Boswbll. 
"  I  own.  Sir,  I  have  not  so  much  feeling  for  the 
distress  of  others,  as  some  people  have,  or  pre- 
tend to  have :  but  I  know  this,  that  I  would 
do  all  in  my  power  to  relieve  them.**  Johmson. 
"  Sir,  it  is  affectation  to  pretend  to  feel  the 
distress  of  others  as  much  as  they  do  themselves. 
It  is  equally  so,  as  if  one  should  pretend  to  feel 
as  much  pain  while  a  fnend*s  leg  is  cutting  ofi^ 
as  he  does.  No,  Sir ;  you  have  expressed  the 
rational  and  just  nature  of  sympathy.  I  would 
have  gone  to  the  extremity  of  the  earth  to 
have  preserved  this  boy.** 

He  was  soon  quite  calm.  The  letter  was 
from  Mr.  Thrale*s  clerk,  and  concluded,  "  I 
need  not  sav  how  much  they  wish  to  see  you 
in  London.  He  said,  **  We  shall  hasten  back 
from  Taylor*s.** 

Mrs.  Lucy  Porter  and  some  other  ladies  of 
the  place  talked  a  great  deal  of  him  when  he 
was  out  of  the  room,  not  only  with  veneration, 
but  affection.  It  pleased  me  to  find  that  he 
was  so  much  beloved  in  his  native  city. 


38d  BCarch.  1776.  There  teeiM  lo  have  bera  in  the  Thrale 
famllr  a  tcodeoqr  to  dlteaM  of  the  head.  Mr.  Thrale  hln- 
lelf  died  of  apopleij,  and  wreral  of  hU  ehildreo  i|»pear 
to  hare  died  or  hjdrocei^aliit.  —  CaoRim,  1S47. 
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Mrs.  Aston,  whom  I  had  seen  the  preceding 
night,  and  her  sister,  Mrs.  Gastrel,  a  widow 
laay,  had  each  a  house,  a  garden,  and  pleasure- 
ground,  prettily  situated  upon  StowhiU,  a 
gentle  emmence  adjoining  to  Lichfield.  ^  John- 
son walked  away  to  dinner  there,  leaving  me 
by  myself  without  any  apolosy.  I  wondered 
at  this  want  of  that  facility  of  manners,  from 
which  a  man  has  no  difficultjr  in  carryins  a 
friend  to  a  house  where  he  is  intimate ;  I  felt 
it  very  unpleasant  to  be  thus  left  in  solitude 
in  a  country  town,  where  I  was  an  entire 
stranger,  and  began  to  think  myself  unkindly 
deserted;  but  I  was  soon  relieved,  and  con- 
vinced that  my  friend,  instead  of  being  defi^ 
cient  in  delicacy,  had  conducted  the  matter 
with  perfect  propriety,  for  I  received  the  fol- 
lowing note  in  his  handwriting :  — 

**  Mrs.  Gastrel,  at  the  lower  boufle  on  Stowhill, 
detirei  Mr.  Botweirs  company  to  dinner  at  two." 

I  accepted  of  the  invitation,  and  had  here 
another  proof  how  amiable  his  character  was 
in  the  opmion  of  those  who  knew  him  best.  I 
was  not  informed,  till  afVerwards,  that  Mrs. 
Gastrel*s  husband  was  the  clergyman  who, 
while  he  lived  at  Stratford-upon-Avon,  where 
he  was  proprietor  of  Shakspeare*s  garden,  with 
Grothic  Daroarity  cut  down  his  mulberry-tree  *, 
and,  OS  Dr.  Jolmson  told  me,  did  it  to  vex  his 
neighbours.  His  lady,  I  have  reason  to  believe, 
on  the  same  authority,  participated  in  the  guilt 
of  what  the  enthusiasts  of  our  immortal  bard 
deem  almost  a  species  of  sacril^^e.  , 

After  dinner  Dr.  Johnson  wrote  a  letter  to 
Mrs.  Thrale  on  the  death  of  her  son :  — 

[JOHNSON  TO  MR&  THRALE. 

••  UchSeld,  March  SS.  1776. 

•*  Deak  Madam,—  This  letter  will  not,  I  hope, 
reach  you  many  days  before  me ;  in  a  distress  which 
can  lie  so  little  reliered,  nothing  remains  for  a 
friend  but  to  come  and  partake  it 

*>  Poor,  dear,  sweet  little  boy  !  When  I  read  the 
letter  this  day  to  Mrs.  Aston,  she  said,  '  Such  a 
death  is  the  next  to  translation.*  Yet,  however  I 
may  conTinoe  myself  of  this,  the  tears  are  in  my 
eyes ;  and  yet  I  eould  not  love  him  as  you  loved 
htm,  nor  reckon  upon  him  lor  a  future  eomlbrt  aa 
you  and  his  frther  reckoned  upon  him. 

**  He  is  gone,  and  we  are  going !  We  eould  not 
have  enjoyed  htm  long,  and  shall  not  long  be  sepa- 
rated from  him.  He  has  probably  escaped  many 
such  pangs  as  you  are  now  feeling. 

**  Nothing  remains,  but  that  with  humble  con- 
fidence we  resign  ourselves  to  Almighty  Goodness, 
and  fall  down,  without  irreverent  murmurs,  before 
the  Sovereign  Distributor  of  Good  and  Evil,  with 
hope  that  though  sorrow  endurcth  for  a  night,  yet 
Joy  may  come  in  the  morning. 

**  I  have  known  you.  Madam,  too  long  to  think 
tliat  you  want  any  arguments  for  subminion  to  the 

t  S«<r  An  accurmta  and  soimatMl  itJit«iB«iit  of  Mr.  GaaCrert 
barturiry.  \>y  Mr.  Malon*.  In  •  noc#  o«i  "  Som*  Account  of 
thr  Lifr  of  Wllltam  Sh4Uk»pr«r«."  prrtoxed  to  htt  admlrablo 
edlilun  of  tttat  poet's  work*,  vol.  1.  p.  IIH.  — Boswsu. 


Supreme  Will ;  nor  can  my  eoasolatioo  h$n  m;  i 
ciTect,  but  that  of  Uiowing  that  I  viab  to  comfort  I 
you.     What  can  be  done  you  most  do  for  yourMrlf. 
Remember,  first,  that  your  child  is  bappj ;  aud 
then,  that  he  is  safe,  not  only  from  the  Ub  of  this 
world,  but  fit>m  thote  more  Ibnsidable  daogcn 
which  extend  their  mischief  to  eternity.    You  hzic  i 
brought  into  the  world  a  rational  being ;  have  Kcn  | 
him  happy  during  the  little  lift  that  has  hetn 
granted  to  him ;  and  can  have  no  doubt  but  thst  I 
bis  happiness  is  now.  ' 

**  When  you  haw  obtuncd  by  prayer  such  tns-  I 
quillity  aa  nature  will  admit,  force  your  attcntioo,  I 
as  you  can,  upon  your  aecuatomed  dtttiet  and  m*  I 
customed  entertainments.  You  ean  do  no  toon  i 
for  our  dear  boy,  but  you  must  not  therefore  thibL  \ 
leas  on  those  wliom  your  attention  may  nuke  iBiut  | 
tor  the  place  to  which  he  is  gone.  I  am,  dntvM,  | 
dearest  Madam,  your  most  aiTectionatc  huink«  ^ 
servant.  Sax.  Johvsox."]     , 

'^Ltttera,  \ 

I  said  this  loss  would  be  rery  distresjin?  to 
Thtale,  but  she  would  soon  foiget  it,  as  »iK  > 
had  so  manr  things  to  think  oL    JoaxtdV.  • 
*«Ko,  Sir,  Thrale  will  forget  it  first    :i^  b;.^ 
manj  things  that  she  may  think  oC    He  iu>  . 
many  things  that  he  tmui  think  of.**    Tbl« « i) 
avery  just  remark  upon  the  different  trffwi* 
of  those  light  pursuits  which  occupy  a  v«~j:.t 
and  easy  mind,  and  those  serious  enga^.ox^^'* 
which    arrest    attention,   and  keep  us  frvsi  , 
brooding  over  grief.  ' 

He  obserred  of  Loid  Bute,  *"  It  w&s  laiO 
of  Augustus,  that  it  would  have  been  Urttrr  i 
for  Rome  that  he  had  never  been  bora,  ur  b^i  ' 
never  died.    So  it  would  have  been  betwr  i*'r 
this  nation  if  Lord  Bute  had  never  beco  gu- 
nister,  or  had  never  resigned.**  ,  ' 

In  the  evening  we  went  to  the  Town-luU. 
which  was  converted  into  a  temporary  thiM'r>'. 
and  saw  "^  Theodosius,**  with  '•The  Stmttr- 
Jubilee."    I  was  happy  to  aee  Dr.  J'W» 
sitting  in  a  ooiis|mcuous  pari  of  the  fit.  j:  i 
receiving   affectionate   homage    from  alt  b* 
acquaintance.    We  were  quite  gay  and  mem. 
I  afterwards  mentioned  to  him  that  1  «  " 
demned  xnyself  for  being  ao,  when  pi^»r  ^•• 
and  Mrs.  Thrale  were  in  such  diitivfa.  Joa^* 
SON.    "You  are  ^i^ono.    Sir;    twenty  y  i 
hence  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thrale  will  not  «•..•  r 
much  pain  from  the  death  of  their  son.    >  *« 
Sir,  you  are  to  consider,  that  dirtancr  o:'  ( i»  "< 
as  well  as  distance  of  time,  operates  u;«*ii  -^ 
human  feelings.    I  would  not  nave  you  tf  i*^ 
in  the  presence  of  the  distnioed,  bl^J•:*<  ^ 
would  shock  them ;  but  yon  mav  be  v*-*^  ^*  * 
distance.    Fain  for  the  loea  of  a  Aiend, « r  . « 
relation,  whom  we  love,  ia  occasioned  '•« 
want  which  we  feel.    In  time  the^^  u.t*  « 
filled  with  somcthinj^  dae;  or  soort-i-Ai  i- 
vacuity  closes  up  of  itself.** 

Mr.  Seward  and    Mr.    Pearson',  ar.  '  ' 


•  Thlt  wu  th«  (tpotlmaa  vboae  Imdj  \r\rm**:  ^*   • 
ter*s  propertf,  and  ha^  oaitrllmti«d  i-  m^n«  t*  * 
vcHpU  to  my  «dlUoo.     It  wu   to   hfit   ta«i    V    ■   t 
addreued.  to  Uie  pffKOtc  of  I>r. 


-'•^ 


JEt.  67. 


BOSWELL'S  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


493 


clergrman  here,  sapped  with  us  at  our  inn, 
and  di\er  thej  left  ufl>  we  sat  up  late,  as  we 
uied  to  do  in  London. 

Here  I  shall  record  some  fragments  of  my 
friend's  conversation  during  this  jaunt. 

» Marriage,  Sir,  is  much  more  necessary  to 
a  man  than  to  a  woman :  for  he  is  much  less 
afiie  to  supply  himself  with  domestic  comforts. 
You  will  recollect  my  saying  to  some  ladies  the 
other  day,  that  I  had  often  wondered  why 
young  women  should  marry,  as  they  have  so 
much  more  freedom,  and  so  much  more  atten- 
tion paid  to  them,  while  unmarried,  than  when 
married.    I  indeed  did  not  mention  the  strong 
reiaon  for  th^  marrying  •— the  meehamcal 
nason/*    Boswsll.   ^  Why,  that  t«  a  strong 
one.    Bat  does  not  imagination  make  it  much 
more  important  than  it  is  in  reality  ?    Is  it 
not,  to  a  certain  dc^^ree,  a  delusion  in  us  as 
vt>U  as  in  women  ?       Johkson.    **  Why  yes, 
^ir ;  hut  it  is  a  dduaicm  that  is  always  besin- 
nin^  again."    Boswbll.  "I  don*t  know  out 
there  is  upon  the  whole  more  misery  than  hap- 
piness produced  by  that  passion.**    Johnson. 
**!  don't  think  so,  Sir.** 

**  Never  speak  of  a  man  in  his  own  presence. 
It  is  always  mdelicate,  and  may  be  o£(ensive.** 
**  Qaestiontng  is  not  the  mode  of  oonver* 
ntion  among  gentlemen.  It  is  assuming  a 
^'ipcriority',  and  it  is  puiicularly  wronff  to 
':U<*stion  a  man  concerning  himself.  There 
>UT  be  parts  of  his  former  life  which  he  may 
("ot  wish  to  be  made  known  to  other  persona, 
or  even  brought  to  his  own  recollection.** 

**A  man  should  be  careful  never  to  tell 

*ik-^  of  himself  to  his   own   disadvantage. 

P'^iple  may  be  amused  and  laugh  at  the  time ; 

'  'Jt  they  will  be  remembered,  and  brought  out 

::iinn  him  upon  some  subsequent  occasion.*! 

^  Much  may  be  done  if  a  man  puts  his 

vliole  mind  to  a  particular  object.    By  doing 

*^'  Norton  *  has  made  himself  the  great  lawyer 

that  he  is  allowed  to  be.** 

I  mentioned  an  acquaintance  of  mine,  a  seo- 

^,  who  was  a  yeiy  religious  man,  who  not 

^'^ly  attended  regularly  on  public  worship  with 

th"«4>  of  his  oommumon,  but  made  a  particular 

*'^Hy  of  the   Scriptures,  and  even  wrote  a 

'••mmentary  on  some  parts  of  them,  jet  was 

^■'rmn  to  be  rery  licentious  in  indulging  him- 

^'if  with  women ;  maintaining  that  men  are 

*;  ^e  saved  br  iaith  alone,  and  that  the  Chris- 

*'•*&  religion  nad  not  prescribed  any  fixed  rule 

•  '*  the  intercourse  between  the  sexes.    John- 

"  Sir,  there  is  no  trusting  to  that  crazy 

I  obserred  that  it  was  strange  how  well 


»«* 


'  *» 


...... r  v^i^  Of>.  Johntoa  rraestcd  to  Mra.  Plosil.    Mr. 

wpoiad  If  its  Fortor  In  wnm  ttrRunMoC,  the 
..  »jd  cscUlmed,  **  Mr.  Pearton,  y«Ni  art  Just 
• « •  I)r  Jokaaou  .->  joa  eontnidlct  et«rj  word  oo«  tpeakt.** 

7»i«  wwf  Imt  obterratloa  s^vm  the  nMomalt  of  the 
^.  iwtir  hf  whCeh  Kte*  einiTenatlon  of  princct,  and  of  tbote 
*'  •  «^  r«tec«a,  eonahu  of  to  large  a  proportion  otjnm- 
'■  »■.  The  titw^muat  of  all  naUont  used  to  wonder  at  Bona- 
^rm  I  MSkwm  ciifloattj  and  detire  of  knowledft  from  the 


Scotchmen  were  known  to  one  another  in  their 
own  country,  though  bom  in  very  distant 
counties ;  for  we  do  not  find  that  the  gentle- 
men of  neighbouring  counties  in  England  are 
mutually  known  to  each  other.  Johnson,  with 
his  usual  acuteness,  at  once  saw  and  explained 
the  reason  of  this :  ^*  Why,  Sir,  you  have 
Edinburgh,  where  the  gentlemen  from  all 
your  counties  meet,  and  which  is  not  so  lax^e 
but  they  are  all  known.  Hiere  is  no  such 
common  place  of  collection  in  England,  except 
London,  where,  from  its  great  size  and  difRi- 
sion,  many  of  those  who  reside  in  contiguous 
counties  of  England  may  long  remain  unknown 
to  each  other.* 

On  Tuesday,  March  26.,  there  came  for  us 
an  equipage  properly  suited  to  a  wealdiy,  well- 
benefaoed  cler^man:  Dr.  Taylor*s  large 
roomy  post-chaise,  drawn  by  four  stout  plump 
horses,  and  driven  by  two  steady  jolly  postilions, 
which  convened  us  to  Ashbourne;  where  I 
found  my  friend*s  schoolfellow  living  upon  an 
establishment  perfectly  corresponding  with  his 
substantial  creditable  equipage:  his  house, 
garden,  pleasure-ffround,  table,  in  short  every 
thing  good,  and  no  scantiness  appearing. 
Every  man  should  form  such  a  plan  of  living 
as  he  can  execute  completely.  Let  him  not 
draw  an  outline  wider  than  he  can  fill  up.  I 
have  seen  many  skeletons  of  show  and  mag- 
nificence, which  excite  at  once  ridicule  and 
pity.  Dr.  Taylor  had  a  j^ood  estate  of  his 
own,  and  sood  preferment  m  the  church,  being 
a  preben&ry  of  Westminster,  and  rector  of 
Bofworth.  lie  was  a  diligent  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  presided  over  the  town  of  Ash- 
Doume,  to  the  inhabitants  of  which  I  was  told 
he  was  very  liberal ;  and  as  a  proof  of  this  it 
was  mentioned  to  me,  he  had  the  preceding 
winter  distributed  two  hundred  pounds  among 
such  of  them  as  stood  in  need  of  his  assistance. 
He  had  consequently  considerable  political  in- 
terest in  the  county  of  Derby,  which  he  em- 
ployed to  support  the  Devonsnire  family ;  for, 
though  the  schoolfellow  and  friend  of  Johnson, 
he  was  a  W^hig.  I  could  not  perceive  in  his 
character  mucn  congeniality  of  any  sort  with 
that  of  Johnson,  who,  however,  said  to  me, 
**  Sir,  he  has  a  veiy  strong  understanding.** 
His  size,  and  figure,  and  countenance,  and 
manner,  were  that  of  a  hearty  English  squire, 
with  the  parson  superinduced:  and  I  took 
particular  notice  of  his  upper-servant,  Mr. 
Peters,  a  decent  ^ve  man,  m  purple  clothes 
and  a  large  white  wig,  like  the  butler  or 
mmor''domo  of  a  bishop.' 

Dr.  Johnson  and  Dr.  Taylor  met  with  great 


nnltltode  of  hit  quMtloot,  while  In  fact  ke  wom  en/jr  **  ptaging 
mi  KtMO."  —  Caosin. 

•  Sir  Fletcher  Norton,  aflerwardt  tpeaker  of  the  Hoaie  of 
Commont,  and  in  17SS  created  Baron  Gmtlf .  —  MAU»Mt. 
Bot  I  do  not  tee  why  Soriom  ihould  be  dted  0d  hoc  more 
Uian  any  other  enfneot  lawyer. .- Caoan,  IS47. 

*  I  cannot  refrain  from  noticing,  at  a  nappjr  inttance  of 
Botweirt  pictorial  talent,  the  whole  detcrlptlon  of  Dr. Taylor 
and  hit  etiabllthnwnt.  —  Ciokmb,  IS47. 
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oordialitj;  and  Johnson  soon  gaye  bim  the 
nmo  8aa  acooant  of  their  achoolfellow,  Con- 
greTe,  that  he  had  giyen  to  Mr.  Hector;  adding 
a  remark  of  snch  moment  to  the  rational  conduct 
of  a  man  in  the  decline  of  life,  that  it  deserves 
to  be  imprinted  upon  everr  mind :  ^  There  i$ 
w,lki„g  agmmt  wkiek  <m  old  mm  ,hoM  be  io 
mmch  Mptm  ku  guard  OMputtmg  hxmmlf  to  murge.** 
Innumerable  have  been  the  mehmcholj  in- 
stances of  men  once  distinguished  for  firmness, 
resolution,  and  spirit,  wha  in  their  latter  days 
have  been  sovemed  like  children,  by  interested 
female  artifice. 

Dr.  Tajlor  commended  a  physician  *  who 
was  known  to  him  and  Dr.  Johnson,  and  said, 
"  I  fight  manj  battles  for  him,  as  many  people 
in  the  countiy  dislike  him.**  Johvsoh.  ^  But 
you  should  consider,  Sir,  that  by  every  one  of 
your  victories  he  is  a  loser ;  for  every  man  of 
whom  you  get  the  better  will  be  very  angryi  and 
resolve  not  to  employ  him ;  whereas  if  people 
get  the  better  of  you  in  araument  about  him, 
they  *U  think,  *  We  *11  send  for  Dr.  [Butter] 
nevertheless.*  **  This  was  an  observation  deep 
and  sure  in  human  nature. 

Next  day  we  talked  of  a  book  *  in  which  an 
eminent  judge  was  arraigned  before  the  bar  of 
the  pubhc,  as  having  prano?moed  an  unjust 
decision  in  a  Rreat  cause.  Dr.  Johnson  main- 
tained that  wis  publication  would  not^  give 
any  uneasiness  to  the  judge.  "^  For,"  said  he, 
'*  either  he  acted  honestly,  or  he  meant  to  do 
injustice.  If  he  acted  honestly,  his  own  con- 
sciousness will  protect  him ;  if  he  meant  to  do 
injustice,  he  wul  be  glad  to  see  the  man  who 
attacks  him  so  much  vexed.** 

Next  day  [Wednesday,  March  27.],  as  Dr. 
Johnson  had  acquainted  Dr.  Taylor  of  the 
reason  for  his  returning  speedily  to  London,  it 
was  resolved  that  we  should  set  out  after 
dinner.  A  few  of  Dr.  Taylor*s  neighbours  were 
his  guests  that  day. 

Dr.  Johnson  talked  with  approbation  of  one 
who  had  attained  to  the  state  of  the  philoso- 
phical wise  man,  that  is,  to  have  no  want  of 
any  thing,  ^  Then,  Sir,**  said  I,  **  the  savage 
is  a  wise  man.**  ^'Sir,**  said  he,  **I  do  not 
mean  simply  being  without,  —  but  not  having ' 
a  want.**  I  maintained,  against  this  proposi- 
tion, that  it  was  better  to  have  fine  clothes, 
for  instance,  than  not  to  feel  the  want  of  them. 
JoHRsoH.  ^No,  Sir;  fine  clothes  are  good 
only  as  they  supply  the  want  of  other  means 
of  procuring  respect.  Was  Charles  the  Twelfth, 
think  you,  less  respected  for  his  coarse  blue 
coat  and  black  stock?  And  you  find  the 
King  of  Prussia   dresses  plain,  because  the 


I  Dr.  Butter,  who  aftcrwardi  csnM  to  mmUm  ta  London, 
and  atttodod  Johiuon  in  bto  last  UlnoM,  Ho  dtad  in  Bfarch 
I80&,»t.  79 — Caoua. 

*  Andrew  fltuacfa  *•  Lotion  to  Lotd  Mmrilrtd  on  tbe 
I>ouffUt  eanM.**^CaMLBn. 

*  Tbo  «MHi  aoiaai  on  thla  oeoMlon.  to  kn?o  boon  coomoQ 
toboUi — Coonan. 

«  Sammdret  moou  to  hopo  boon  a  bvoortto  word  ofUi. 
**  It  la  M  Toffy  dlflcnlt,**  ho  aald  to  Mra.  Plosil,  **lor  askk 


dignity  of  his  efaaraeter  b  sufiident"  I  kerr- 
brou^t  myself  into  a  scnme,  for  I  iMcdMy 
said,  ^  Would  not  yon.  Sir,  be  the  better  i»r 
velvet  embroidery?  Jomses.  **Sir,  jciu 
put  an  end  to  all  aigument  when  yoa  iniroWc: 
your  opponent  himself.  Have  you  no  bf!ttr 
manners  P  There  is  yomr  tooa/.** '  I  spolo^i.^^. 
by  sayinff,  I  had  mentioned  him  as  sa  insUiK  > 
of  one  wbo  wanted  as  little  as  any  osa  in  d  • 
world,  and  yet,  perhaps,  mi^t  reoeiTe  •oir>' 
additional  lustre  non  areas , 

Having  left  Ashbourne  in  the  cvenis^,  w 
stopped  to  change  hones  at  Derby,  and  ftTti.<^ . 
ourselves  of  a  moment  to  enjoy  tbie  coavcmtM'^ 
of  my  countryman.  Dr.  Butter,  then  pkyuci^   ^ 
there.    He  was  in  great  indignation  benu« 
Lord  Mountstuart*s  bill  for  a  Scotch  ouiit-. 
had  been  lost    Dr.  Johnson  wai  ai  Tioiir:  ^ 
against  it  ^^  I  am  glad,**  saidhe,  ^ that pirli»-  \ 
ment  has  had  the  nirit  to  throw  it  oat    Vn;  ' 
wanted  to  take  aavanta^  of  the  tiauditv  • ! 
our    scoundrels**    (meaning,  I  sanpote,  U" 
ministry).  It  mav  be  observed,  that  he  nted  u 
epithet  ^couadine^  very  eommoiilv,  not  quitf  -' 
tne  sense  in  which  it  is  ffeDerally  uBdenu*** 
but  as  a  strong  tenn  of  disapprobation :  ■* 
when  he  abruptly  answered  Mrs.  Thrak  «• 
had  asked  him  how  he  did,  **  Beady  to  U^  .  - 
a  scoundrel.  Madam;  with  a  little  more  fp'U : . 
you  will,  I  think,  make  me  a  oomplHe  tssl-x 
ne  meant,  easy  to  become  a  o^iriciou*  -^ 
self-indulgent  valetudinariao ;  a  character  i ' 
which  I  have  heard  him  ezpreaa  gi^  Safu<.  * 

Johnson  had  with  him  upon  this  jaimi^  ' ' 
PdhMrimf  il*  IngkUUrra^  n  romance  prai^- 
Cervantes ;  but  did  not  like  it  much.  il<^  *^ 
he  read  it  for  the  langnage,  by  ^nnr,o^  V^^-' 
ration  for  his  Italian  ezpeditioii.    tVe  Ut  u. 
night  at  Loujriiborough. 

On  Thursday,  Biarch  88.,  we  pttvof*!    " 
journey.    I  mentioned  that  old  Ms,  ^y.^  r. 
complwned  of  the  ingratitude  of  Mr.Wri  •:- 
bume  and  General  Fnser,  who  had  bees  c 
obliged  to  him  when  they  were  young  ^^^^ 
men  entering  upon  life  in  ^'^g'^"*^    Jo««»  * 
^  Why,  Sir,  a  man  is  very  ^  to  oomV'-*  * 
the  insratitude  of  those  who  have  nn-r    • 
above  nim.  A  man,  when  he  gets  into  ah. 
sphere,  into  other  habits  of  life,  cannt^t  io : 
ail  his  former  conneziooa.     TImb.  i^ir.  t 
who  knew  him  formerly  upon  a  i^^i  ' 
themselves,  may  think  that  they  ou^Qt  *-' 
be  treated  as  on  a  level,  whidi  canaut  U    - 
an  acquaintance  in  a  former  atuaxiin:  ■ 
bring  out  things  which  it  would  be  ^17 
agreeable  to  have  mentioned    before   t « 
company,  though,  perh^»»  every  body  ix  ^ 


aum  not  to  bo  a 
iMod  Co  aof.  IhaC"  a  son  wj 
anr  tbtnt  1  **  and  tk  Miqr  bo 
ho  deflDod  Anovtr,  a 

ipcUnam^  a 
,  a  Mouadrol ;  an 

thM  bo  ootood  tbo  void 
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of  them.**    He  placed  this  subject  in  a  new 
light  to  me,  and  ihowed,  that  a  man  who  has 
risen  in  the  world  most  not  be  condemned  too 
.  harshly  for  being  distant  to  former  acqnaint- 
'  ioce,  CTen  though  he  may  haye  been  much 
obliged  to  them.    It  is,  no  doubt,  to  be  wished, 
,  thit  a  proper  degree  of  attention  should  be 
shown  uj  great  men  to  their  earl^r  friends. 
But  if,  eiUier  from   obtuse    insensibility  to 
difference  of  situation,  or  presumptuous  for- 
wirdness,  which  will  not  submit  even  to  an 
exterior  observance  of  it,  the  dignity  of  high 
place  cannot  be  preserved,  when  they  are 
idmitted  into  the  oompan j  of  those  nused 
tboye  the   state  in  wmch  they  once  were, 
encroachment  must  be  repelled,  and  the  kinder 
feelings  sacrificed.    To  one  of  the  very  fbr- 
tonate  persons  whom  I  have  mentioned,  namelv, 
Mr.  Wedderbume,  now  Lord  Loughborougn, 
,  I  must  do  ^e  justioe  to  relate,  that  1  have  been 
avured  by  another  early  acauaintance  of  his, 
old  Mr.  Mncklin,  who  assistea  in  improving  his 
pronimciation,  that  he  found  him  very  gratefuL 
Afaeklio,  I  suppose,  had  not  pressed  upon  his 
deration  with  so  much  eaeemess  as  the  gen- 
tleman who  complained  of  him.  Dr.  Johnson's 
rmark  as  to  the  jealousy  entertuned  of  our 
friends  who  rise  far  above  us  is  certainly  very 
JTot    By  this  was  withered  the  early  mend- 
ship  between  Cbaries  Townahend  and  Aken- 
niW;  and  manj  similar  instances  might  be 
adduced. 

He  said,  **  It  is  commonly  a  weak  man  who 
jMrries  for  loyc**    We  then  talked  of  marry- 
n?  women  of  fortune ;   and  I  mentioned  a 
'^'^mmon  remark,  that  a  man  may  be,  upon  the 
vhole,  richer  b^  marrying  a  woman  with  a  very 
^afl  portion,  because  a  woman  of  fortune 
*in  be  proportionably  expennve;  whereas  a 
woman  who  brings  none  wul  be  very  moderate 
^  expenses.     JonraoK.    **  Depend  upon  it, 
^ir,  this  b  not  true.    A  woman  of  fortune, 
^^mg  used  to  the  handling  of  money,  spends  it 
jaiicioosly ;  bat  a  woman  who  ^ets  the  com- 
mand of  money  for  the  first  time  upon  her 
^aamage,  has  auch  agust  in  spendii^  it,  that 
■K*'  throws  it  awaj  with  great  profusion.** 

He  praised  Uie  ladies  of  tne  present  age, 
nitrting  that  they  were  more  faithful  to  their 
honbandfl,  and  more  virtuous  in  every  respect, 
tSan  in  farmer  times,  because  their  understand- 
n-.^  were  better  cultivated.  It  was  an  un- 
iouhted  proof  of  his  good  sense  and  good 
''i*;<)aitionv  that  he  was  never  querulous,  never 
prone  to  inyetgh  against  the  present  times,  as 


frtKkl 


ti>7lMiililpf  tfc« 


•  Dr. 


Inttaae*.    Charles  TomMbend  ~ 

tiM  Duk*  of  K*wcaiU«  and  of  Mr.  Pel- 

■nd  grandfoo  of  a  pc«r,  who 

or  the  Hoiue  of  Lords  — waa 

In  thdr  tarlicat  dap  at  at  aoy  aab- 

Akaiulda  hi  rank  Infarior  to  Dr. 

Cbarlet  Tovoahand  contlnaad  In 

t»  OM  and  of  hU  W;  <—  Caosn. 

(ha  Cflnnph  of  tha  Ktair  i»d  Mr.  Tltt 

I7S4 Caoftii,  1S47. 

,  177S,  tha  laaa  day  aa  fovng 
p.  1010  that  ao  early  aa  ITU 
'  for  Jonaa,—  CioKia,  1SI7. 


is  SO  common  when  superficial  minds  are  on 
the  fret.  On  the  contrary,  he  was  willing  to 
speak  favourably  of  his  own  age ;  and,  in&ed, 
maintained  its  superiority  in  every  respect, 
except  in  its  reverence  lor  government;  the 
relaxation  of  which  he  imputed,  as  its  grand 
cause,  to  the  shock  which  our  monarchy  received 
at  the  Revolution,  though  necessary;  and, 
secondly,  to  the  timid  concessions  made  to 
faction  by  successive  administrations  in  the 
reign  of  his  present  majesty.  I  am  happy  to 
think,  that  he  lived  to  see  the  crown  at  last 
recover  its  just  influence.  ' 

At  Leicester  we  read  in  the  newspaper  that 
Dr.  James  was  dead.  I  thought  that  the  death 
of  an  old  schoolfellow,  and  one  with  whom  he 
had  lived  a  good  deal  in  -London,  would  have 
afiected  my  fellow-traveller  much ;  but  he  only 
said, ''Ah!  poor  Jamy!**^  Afterwards,  how- 
ever, when  we  were  in  the  chaise,  he  said,  with 
more  tenderness,  '*  Since  I  set  out  on  this 
jaunt,  I  have  lost  an  old  fnend  and  a  young 
one ; —  Dr.  James  and  poor  Harry**  (meaning 
Mr.  Thrale*s  son). 

Having  lain  at  St.  Alban*s  on  Thursday, 
March  28.,  we  breakfasted  the  next  morning 
at  Bamet.  I  expressed  to  him  a  weabiess  of 
mind  which  I  could  not  help ;  an  uneasy  ap- 
prehension that  my  wifis  and  children,  who  were 
at  a  great  distance  from  me,  mic;ht,  perhaps,  be 
ill.  ^  Sir,**  said  he,  "  consider  how  foolisn  you 
would  think  it  in  them  to  be  apprehensive  that 
you  are  ill.**  This  sudden  turn  relieved  me  for 
the  moment ;  but  I  afterwards  perceived  it  to 
be  an  ingenious  fallacy.^  I  might,  to  be  sure, 
be  satisfied  that  they  had  no  reason  to  be  ap- 
prehensive about  me,  because  I  knew  that  I 
myself  was  well :  but  we  mighty  have  a  mutual 
anxiety,  without  the  charge  of  folly ;  because 
each  was,  in  some  degree,  uncertam  as  to  the 
condition  of  the  other. 

I  enjoyed  the  luxury  of  our  approach  to 
London,  that  metropolis  which  we  boUi  loved  so 
much,  for  the  high  and  varied  intellectual  plea- 
sure which  it  furnishes.  I  experienced  imme- 
diate happiness  while  whiried  alonff  with  such 
a  companion,  and  said  to  him,  **  Sir,  you  ob- 
servea  one  day  at  General  Oglethorpe's  that  a 
man  is  never  happy  for  the  present,  but  when 
he  is  drunk.  Will  you  not  add  —  or  when 
driving  rapidly  in  a  post-chuse  ?  **  Johnson. 
**  No,  Sir,  you  are  driving  rapidly  from  some- 
thing, or  to  something.**  ^ 

Talking  of  melancholy,  he  said,  **  Some  men, 
and  very  thinking  men  too,  have  not  those 

*  SoreW  It  It  no  fallacf,  but  a  soond  and  rational  argu- 
ment, lie  who  is  parfectljr  well,  and  apprehenilTa  concern- 
ing the  atata  of  aoothar  at  a  dUtanoa  mm  hiaa,  Aiioip«  to 
a  certainty  that  tha  feart  of  that  person  eoneamlng  JUi  health 
are  Imaginary  and  delusive ;  and  hence  has  a  ration^  ground 
for  auppoflng  that  hU  own  wprriiensions,  oonceming  his 
ahaent  wife  or  friend,  are  equally  unfounded.  —  MAUmi. 

•  Yet  it  was  but  a  week  before  that  he  had  said  that  **  life 
had  few  things  batter  than  driving  rsBldly  hi  aposC-chalae/' 
This  is  an  Instance  of  the  JnsClca  of  Mrai  Ploatl's  observa- 
tion, that  **  it  was  unlncky  for  those  who  dalighlad  to  echo 
Johnson's  santlnenta,  that  he  would  not  endnm  frons  them 
la^d^r  what  ha  hloMalf  had  said  fuafdij.**—  OMKia. 
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▼exing  thoughts.^  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  is  the 
iseme  jlU  the  year  round.  Beauclcrk,  except 
when  ill  and  in  pain^  is  the  same.  But  I  be- 
lieve most  men  have  them  in  the  degree  in 
which  they  are  capable  of  having  them.  If  I 
were  in  the  country,  and  were  distressed  by 
that  malady,  I  would  force  myself  to  take  a 
book ;  and  every  time  I  did  it  I  should  find  it 
the  easier.  Melancholy,  indeed,  should  be  di- 
verted by  every  means  but  drinking.** 

We  stopped  at  Messieurs  Dillys,  booksellers 
in  the  Poultry ;  from  whence  he  hurried  away, 
in  a  hackney  coach,  to  Mr.  Thrale*s  in  the 
Borough.  I  called  at  his  house  in  the  evening, 
having  promised  to  acquaint  Mrs.  Williams  of 
his  safe  return ;  when,  to  my  surprise,  I  found 
him  sitting  with  her  at  tea,  and,  as  I  thought, 
not  in  a  very  good  humour :  for,  it  seems,  when 
he  had  got  to  Mr.  Thrale*s,  he  foimd  the  coach 
was  at  the  door  waiting  to  carr^  Mrs.  and  Miss 
Thralc,  aad  Signor  Ban^tti,  their  Italian  master, 
to  Bath.  This  was  not  showing  the  attention* 
which  might  have  been  expected  to  the  "guide, 
philosopher,  and  friend ;  the  Imlac  who  had 
nastened  from  the  country  to  console  a  dis- 
tressed mother,  who  he  understood  was  verv 
anxious  for  his  return.  They  had,  I  found, 
without  ceremony,  proceeded  on  their  journey. 
I  was  glad  to  understand  from  him  that  it  was 
still  resolved  that  his  tour  to  Italy  with  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Thrale  should  take  place,  of  which  he 
had  entertained  some  doubt,  on  account  of  the 
loss  whidi  they  had  suffered ;  and  his  doubts 
afterwards  appeared  to  be  well  founded.  lie 
observed,  inaeed,  very  justly,  that  ^*  theur  loss 
was  an  additional  reason  for  their  going  abroad; 
and  if  it  had  not  been  fixed  that  he  should  have 
been  one  of  the  party, he  would  force  them  out; 
but  he  would  not  advise  them  unless  his  advice 
was  asked,  lest  they  might  suspect  that  he  re- 
commended what  he  wished  on  his  own  ac- 
count.** I  was  not  pleased  that  his  intimacy 
with  Mr.  Thnle*s  family,  though  it  no  doubt 
contributed  much  to  his  conubrt  and  enjoy- 
ment, was  not  without  some  degree  of  restraint: 
not,  as  has  been  grossly  suggested,  that  it  was 
required  of  him  as  a  task  to  talk  for  the  en- 
tertainment of  them  and  their  company ;  but 
that  he  was  not  quite  at  his  ease :  wnichi  how- 
ever, might  part^  be  owing  to  his  own  honest 
pride  —  that  dignity  of  mind  which  is  always 
jealous  of  q>pearing  too  compliant. 


1  TiM  phraM  **  T<nitnf  thoaghti/*  li,  I  thiok.  rmj  eXL^. .. 
fWe.  It  MS  bean  faratllar  to  mr  tnm  mj  childhood ;  for  It 
!■  to  be  found  In  tb«  "  Pwlm*  In  Metre,**  lued  in  the  churrhM 
(I  btUere  1  ihoiild  My  Urkt)  of  Scotland,  PmL  &ltii.  v.  5. 

**  Why  art  tbou  then  cast  down,  my  scnl  ? 
What  ihould  dlMoamge  thee  ? 
And  why  with  wWaf  iMtmgki*  art  tboa 
DliquletadlnBaf'* 

So«M>  allowaaea  most  no  doobt  bo  made  for  early  nrepot- 
MCAlon.  But  at  a  matnrar  period  of  Ufe,  afler  looking  at 
varkMM  aMtrleal  Terilons  of  the  Paalmt,  1  am  well  salitfled 


the  ▼enkm  used  la  Scotland  Is  upon  the  whole,  the 
I  and  that  It  la  vain  to  think  of  kavlnf  a  hatter.    It  haa 


On  Sunday,  March  31.,  I  callfid  on  him  ad 
showed  hioD,  as  a  curiotiity  which  I  had  di*-  ■ 
covered,  his  ^  Translation  of  Lobo*s  Aco^un: 
of  Abyssinia,**  which  Sir  John  Fnogle  had  li':.( 
me,  it  being  then  little  known  u  one  of  U 
works.  lie  said,  ^*  Take  no  notice  of  it,"  or 
''Don*ttaltofit.**  He  seemed  to  think  it  be-  ' 
neath  him,  though  done  at  six-and-twenlj.  1 
said  to  him,  ^  x  our  style,  Sir,  is  much  un- 
proved since  you  translated  this.**  Ileanftwemi, 
with  a  sort  of  triumphant  smile,  ^  Sir,  I  U.>i^ 

It  IS, 

On  Wednesday,  April  3.,  in  the  mornln?,  I 
found  him  very  busy  putting  his  books  in  anA-r, 
and,  as  they  were  generuly  verv  old  uicn 
clouds  of  dust  were  flying  oroona  him.  lie 
had  on  a  pair  of  large  gloves,  such  as  he<i.<^ 
use.  His  present  appearance  put  dm  in  miti 
of  my  uncle  Dr.  Bo8well*s  descnptioa  of  h^ 
*'  A  robust  genius,  bom  to  grapple  with  whu«- 
librories.** 

I  gave  him  on  account  of  a  cooTensUi 
which  hod  passed  between  me  and  C^*i^- 
Cook,  the  day  before,  at  dinner  at  Sir  J^-^ 
Pringle's  ^ ;  and  he  was  much  pleased  with  tl^ 
oonscientioua  accuracy  of  that  celebrateii  iv* 
cumnavigaior,  who  set  me  right  at  to  mar;  •! 
the  exaggerated  accounts  given  by  Dr.  Hs«  lo- 
worth  of  his  voyages.  I  told  him  that  «hi.e  I 
was  with  the  captain  I  cotched  the  enihttiis's 
of  curiosity  ana  adventure,  and  felts«tr:^ 
inclination  to  20  with  him  on  his  next  to^  '-'  • 
JoHKSOH.  *^  Why,  Sir,  a  man  does  feel  »v.  i  • 
he  considers  how  very  little  he  can  Warn  U"*^ 
such  voyages.**  BoawxUi.  **  But  one  U  arr-y* 
away  with  the  general,  grand,  and  isd:?' 

notion  of  A  TOT AGB  BOUND  THX  WOBUk"  ^^*^ 

SON.    ^Yes,  Sir,  but  a  man  ia  to  guard  hi- 
against  takinff  a  thing  in  generaL**    I  »••  • 
was  certain  Uiat  a  great  p«rt  of  what  «<  *•' 
told  by  the  travellers  to  the  South  Sea  il(.< 
conjecture,  because  they  had  not  enoajzh  <•* 
language  of  those  countriea  to  undenux-:  <■ 
much  as  they  have  related.     Objects  u  -: 
under  the  observation  of  the  senses  mk'y- 
clearly  known;  but  every  thing  intclU-i^-o 
every  thing  abstract,  —  politics*   miTUiv  -. 
religion, — ^must  be  darkly  guessed.  ThJ^t  •■ 
was  of  the  same  opinion.     He  upon  v*'  • 
occasion,  when  a  friend  mentioned  to  h:i>  «' 
veral  extraordinary  facts,  as  cooimnnk'^*  *i  •* 
him  by  the  circumnavigators  \  slyly  o:'^'*  ** 


in  fanaral  a  auiplldty  and 

manj  paita  it«  trantnMion  l>  adaatrabto.  <—  Bo»«  ti  - 

*  How  mY  Johnion  bad  not  b»«a  nrmey  ^tita.*  <•  -~  4 
nor  had  the  Thralet  bad  any  noUc*  of  hu  »•*  | 
Thtir iaumef  vaun  ha?*  ba«o  wttlad  for  ««■*  •»**  -  ' 
under  the  meUncholj  drcumatancaa  la  w^l^b  r  «  •  'j 
ranfted.  It  would  turdr  hav*  b««n  itrnac*  u  Or  i  *■"' 
ludden  appearanca  had  lnlrmtpc«d  It.  .»  Ca<«an 

3  Sir  John  Prinsle  va«  al  tbu  ttaao  rrindiaf  U  i^«  &  "• 
SoclHj.  ~  Caoaaa,  )M7. 

*  Meaning  Sir  Joirah  Banki  and  TH,  ailaaSii.    I  ^    < 
tht/rifnd  «a«  Do»«vll  Mmarlf.  »b«>  nk>?.  hv  Km  w**-^'  • 
the  facta,  have  extracted  MMn«  mitIi  Mbe«Tv«^«  •r<'«- 
•on :  but  1  knew  Sir  Joteph  Banks  «ad  ilk*  aAcv*?  *   ■ 
he  lived,  very  wclU  and  t  wtettt  iH^rtl  Mtrw  da^bt  m^f     * 
of  hu  scrupuloui  t eradty.  —  Cwta,  ibC.       ^ 
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'•  Sir,  I  nerer  before  knew  how  much  I  was  re- 
cpected  bj  these  gentlemen;  they  told  me 
none  of  these  thin^.** 

He  had  been  m  company  with  Omai,  a 
nstire  of  one  of  the  Soutn  Sea  Islands,  after 
he  had  been  some  time  in  this  country.  He 
was  strack  with  the  elegance  of  his  behaviour, 
and  accounted  for  it  thus :  **  Sir,  he  had  passed 
his  time,  while  in  England,  only  in  the  best 
companj ;  so  that  all  uat  he  had  acquired  of 
oar  manners  was  genteel.  As  a  proof  of  this, 
Sir,  Lord  Mulgraye  and  he  dinea  one  day  at 
Streatham ;  they  sat  with  their  backs  to  the 
Htrfat  fronting  me,  so  that  I  could  not  see  dis- 
tnctlr;  and  there  was  so  little  of  the  savage 
m  Omai,  that  I  was  afraid  to  speak  to  either, 
len  I  should  mistake  one  for  the  other.** ' 

We  agreed  to  dine  to-day  at  the  Mitre 

tarmu  ailer  the  risins  of  the  House  of  Lords, 

where  a  branch  of  the  litigation  concerning 

the  Douglu  estate,  in  which  I  was  one  of  the 

f^nnfel  vaa  to  come  on.    I  brought  with  me 

Mr.  Murray,   solicitor-general   of   Scotland, 

C4V  one  of  the  judges  of  the  court  of  session, 

with  the  title  of  Ix>rd  Henderland.    I  men- 

ti'^ned  Mr.  Solicitor's  relation.  Lord  Charles 

Hit*   with  whom  I  knew  Dr.  Johnson  had 

h^  acqumnted.    Johnsoit.   "  I  wrote  some- 

^ifi; '  for  Lord  Charles,  and  I  thought  he  had 

B^^g  to  fear  fhym  a  oourt-martiaL    I  suf- 

^^  a  great  loss  when  he  died;  he  was  a 

nijhty  pleasing  man  in  conwersadon,  and  a 

p-s'lin^  man.    The  character  of  a  soldier  is 

3'':h.   They  who  stand  forth  the  foremost  in 

:V!^t  for  the  community,  hare  the  respect  of 

B«ni(ind.    An  officer  is  much  more  respected 

^  any  other  man  who  has  little  money.    In 

I  ''nmniercial  country,  money  will  always  pur- 

'^'w  respect.    But  you  find,  an  officer,  who 

^^  properly  speaking,  no  money,  is  every 

**:  '!^  well  receired  and  treated  with  attention. 

'^'^  «^aracier  of  a  soldier  always  stands  him 

«  •tfad.''    BoawxLL.   "  Yet,  Sir,  I  think  that 

''r^mon  soldierv   are  worse  thought  of  than 

'*^'*^  men  in  the  same  rank  ot  life;  such 

■  UKourers."    Johnsok.   "  Why,  Sir,  a  com- 

'^  •'Jdier  is  nsually  a  very  gross  man,  and 

»▼  yality  which  procures  respect  may  be 

['^^^rvbelmed  b^  ptMsness.    A  man  of  leam- 

B:  may  he  so  ticious  or  so  ridiculous  that  you 

'^'•n'^  respect  him.    A  common  soldier,  too, 

puTaUy  eaU  more  than  he  can  pay  for.    But 

'•>^  a  common  aoldier  is  civil  in  ms  quarters, 


.  ^V]*  «*Slrt  Mrtap*  li«T«  bem  more  jnttlT  ■tCrfbnted  to 
T^''««t  fif  Us  light  tlua  to  my  memblaoco  between 
^tM  Lord  lf«Hmv«L  ^CaoKia. 
'  ^.-nl  Ml  oTtbe  third  MarquU  of  TweMble.  He  dlt- 
'  y  •'-*!  MMMir  at  tb«  bonle  of  Fontenoj ;  where  he  !• 
*  •*».  harp  bi«a  tb«  nOcer  who  imHtfg  the  French  goardt 
:    ''    II"  wae  aHerwards  tfafrd  In  eoramond  ander  Lord 


:^-^i  Mid  Gnwral  Hopeon.  In  an  ezpedltloo  against 
-  «*>.  but  eaprvMlng  himself  with  some  violence  against 

*  '<'■  torts  «f  Me  eapcrlors,  he  was.  on  the  31st  Jnlj,  1757, 
'•  '-"rr  «rT*«|  nd  sent  to  England,  to  be  tried  bjr  a  court 
"'.t;.  vklrh,  bowerer,  did  not  assemble  till  Feb.  I7<i0{ 
l*^  -'-4  ChsHes  died  on  the  lit  of  Mav  following,  before 

'  ^'^"trt  waM  promulgaCed.  t  And  In  a  letter  (8th 
'*.     .7.7^  Of  Mr.  Gtfcniri,  a  ptnonal  IHend  of  Lord 


his  red  coat  procures  him  a  degree  of  respect.** 
The  peculiar  respect  paid  to  the  military 
character  in  France  was  mentioned.  Bos- 
well.  ^I  should  think  that  where  military 
men  are  so  numerous,  they  would  be  less  valua* 
ble,  as  not  being  rare."  Johkson.  **  Nay,  Sir, 
wherever  a  particular  character  or  profession 
is  high  in  the  estimation  of  a  people,  those 
who  are  of  it  will  be  valued  above  other  men. 
We  value  an  Englishman  high  in  this  country, 
and  yet  Englishmen  are  not  rare  in  it.'* 

Mr.  Murray  praised  the  ancient  philosophers 
for  the  candour  and  good  humour  with  which 
those  of  different  sects  disputed  with  each 
other.  JoBMSON.  •*  Sir,  they  disputed  with 
good  humour,  because  they  were  not  in  earnest 
as  to  religion.  Had  the  andents  been  serious 
in  their  belief,  we  should  not  have  had  their 
gods  exhibitCMl  in  the  manner  we  find  them 
represented  in  the  poets.  The  people  would 
not  have  suffered  it.  They  disputed  with  good 
humour  upon  their  fancifol  tneories,  because 
they  were  not  interested  in  the  truth  of  them : 
when  a  man  has  nothing  to  lose,  he  may  be  in 
good  humour  with  his  opponent  Accordingly 
you  see,  in  Lucian,  the  Epicurean,  who  argues 
only  negativelv,^  keeps  his  temper ;  the  Stoic, 
who  has  something  positive  to  preserve,  grows 
angry.^  Being  angry  with  one  who  contro- 
verts an  opinion  which  you  value,  is  a  neces- 
sary consequence  of  the  uneasiness  which  you 
feel.  Every  man  who  attacks  my  belief,  dimi- 
nishes in  some  degree  my  confidence  in  it,  and 
therefore  makes  me  uneasy ;  and  I  am  angry 
with  him  who  makes  me  uneasy.  Those  only 
who  believed  in  revelation  have  been  angry  at 
having  their  faith  called  in  question ;  because 
they  only  had  something  upon  which  thev 
could  rest  as  matter  of  fact**  Mubbat.  **  It 
seems  to  me  that  we  are  not  angry  at  a  man 
for  controverting  an  opinion  which  we  believe 
and  value;  we  rather  pity  him.*'  Jorhsor. 
^  Why,  Sir,  to  be  sure,  when  you  wish  a  man 
to  have  that  belief  which  you  think  is  of  in- 
finite advantage,  you  wish  well  to  him ;  but 
your  primary  consideration  is  your  own  quiet 
If  a  madman  were  to  come  into  this  room  with 
a  stick  in  his  hand,  no  doubt  we  should  pity 
the  state  of  his  mind ;  but  our  primary  con- 
sideration would  be  to  take  care  of  ourselves. 
We  should  knock  him  down  first,  and  pity 
him  afterwards.  Ko,  Sir,  every  man  will  dis- 
pute with  great  good  humour  upon  a  subject 


Charles,  the  real  state  of  this  case.  Lord  Charles  had  gone 
road,  and  was  In  that  state  sent  home.  He  had  once  before 
been  confined  for  a  similar  attuck,  which  required  a  etrait 
waistcoat,  but  his  fiunlljr  were  anxious  to  **  disavow  the 
disorder.*'  ~  CmoKta,  1846. 

*  I  hare  looked  orer  the  original  minotet  of  this  coart- 
martial.  and  can  find  nothing  that  can  be  supposed  to  have 
been  written  by  Johnson.  He  meant,  perhaiis,  some  de« 
fence  in  the  press.  —  Caoan. 

*  This  alludes  to  the  pleadings  of  a  Stole  and  an  Epicurean 
for  and  against  the  existence  of  the  Dlvlnitf  in  Luclan'a 
Jnpiter  the  Trmfie,  at  the  close  of  which  the  defender  of  the 
gods  gets  very  angrr,  and  calls  names,  while  the  EpU 
curean  only  laughs  at  Um.  —  Caoaia. 
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in  which  he  is  not  interested.  I  will  dispute 
Yerj  calmly  upon  the  probability  of  another 
nMn*s  son  being  haogea ;  but  if  a  man  zea- 
IoubIj  enforces  the  probabilitj  that  my  own 
son  will  be  haiwed,  I  shall  certainly  not  be 
in  a  yery  good  humour  with  him.**  I  added 
this  iUostration :  ^  If  a  man  endeayonrs  to  con- 
vince me  that  my  wife,  whom  I  loye  yer^ 
much*  and  in  whom  I  place  great  confidence,  is 
a  disagreeable  woman,  and  is  eyen  unfaithful  to 
me,  I  shall  be  yery  angry,  for  he  is  puttinsr  me 
in  fear  of  being  unhappy.**  Mubeat.  ^  But, 
Sir,  truth  will  always  bear  an  examination.** 
JoHHSoir.  ^  Yes,  Sir,  but  it  is  painful  to  be 
forced  to  defend  it  Conaider,  Sur,  how  should 
you  like,  though  conscious  of  your  innocence, 
to  be  tried  before  a  jury  for  a  ci^^ital  crime, 
once  a  week.** 

We  talked  of  education  at  great  schoob ;  the 
adyantaoes  and  disadvantages  of  which  John- 
son di^iayed  in  a  luminous  manner ;  but  his 
axgnments  preponderated  so  much  in  favour 
of  the  benefit  which  a  boy  of  sood  parts  might 
receive  at  one  of  them  \  that  X  have  reason  to 
believe  Mr.  Murray  was  very  much  influenced 
hj  what  he  had  heard  to-day  in  his  determina- 
tion to  send  his  own  son  to  Westminster  schooL 
I  have  acted  in  the  same  manner  with  regard 
to  my  own  two  sons ;  having  placed  the  euest 
at  Eton,  and  the  second  at  Westminster.  I 
cannot  say  whidi  is  best.  But  in  justice  to 
both  those  noUe  seminaries,  I  with  high  satis- 
faction declare,  that  my  boys  have  derived  from 
them  a  great  deal  of  gooo,  and  no  evil :  and  I 
trust  they  will,  like  lioraee,  be  grateful  to 
their  faUier  for  giving  them  so  valuable  an 
education. 

I  introduced  the  topicy  which  is  oflen 
Lniorantly  urged,  that  the  universities  of 
England  are  too  rich  * ;  so  that  learning  does 
not  flourish  in  them  as  it  would  do,  if  those 
who  teach  had  smaller  salaries^  and  d^ended 
on  their  assiduity  for  a  great  part  of  their 
income.  Jobhbom.  ^  Sir,  the  verj  reverse  of 
this  is  the  truth ;  the  English  universities  are 
not  rich  enough.  Our  fellowships  are  only 
sufficient  to  support  a  man  during  his  studies 
to  fit  him  for  tne  worid,  and  accordin^v  in 
general  they  are  held  no  longer  than  till  an 
opportunity  offers  of  getting  away.  Now  and 
then,  periiapa,  there  is  a  fellow  who  grows  old 


>  A  pocolter  advaBtac*  of  an  •dneatfcm  fo  our  poUle 
lekoolf  wai  italad  In  on*  of  hU  pMUMMntary  spMCMt,  bf 
th«  late  Mr.  Canoliif— hlmaelf  a  great  auchontfand  ex- 
aapla  ob  Bucb  a  au^KKt.  **  Koralcnara  oftm  aak,  *  By  whal 
aaaoa  an  unintorrmtad  WKcaialoo  of  maa.  quallAad  nora  or 
laia  anlncBdjr  far  iha  parforwanca  of  united  parliamantary 
and  ofldal  dutlaa,  la  lacurad  ? '  Flrat,  I  answar  (wlih  th« 
pr^udicea,  parbana.  of  Rton  and  Oxford),  that  we  owa  it  to 
ottr  aTatan  of  puolle  wboola  and  uni^enities.  From  tbaaa 
iaatltttttona  la  dari^ad  (In  tha  lanfuafo  of  tba  prayer  of  our 
coUaglalt  cbttrtbaa)  * «  Aw  mpphf  qf  memjtied  to  Mrar  tkar 
comntry  both  «•  cAnrcA  mmd  Hate.  It  U  in  her  public  tchoolt 
and  onlfariitlaatluktho  youtbof  England  are,  byadiurlpline 
wbUb  iballov  JudgnooCt  bare  aonetiniea  aitempUNi  to 
undarvalua,  prepared  for  tba  dutiea  of  public  life.  There 
aio  rare  and  •pleodid  excepiions,  to  b«  sure  \  but  in  ny  con- 
*cience  1  believe,  that  Englaad  would  not  be  what  ibe  i« 
without  bar  sjttam  of  public  education,  and  tbai  no  other 


in  his  coU^e;  but  this  is  Sffsinii  hii  will,  \ 
unless  he  be  a  man  very  indoknt  indeed.  A 
hundred  a-year  is  reckoned  a  good  leUovibip, 
and  that  is  no  more  than  is  neoeHsiy  to  keep  ' 
a  man  decently  as  a  scholar.  We  do  not  illov  > 
our  fellows  to  marry,  because  we  consider  , 
academical   institutions  as  prepsrstorj  to  a  ■ 
settlement  in  the  world.    It  b  only  Irf  beia^ 
employed  as  a  tutor,  that  a  fellow  csn  obuin  | 
.  any  thing  more  than  a  livelihood.   To  be  sure,  | 
a  man  wno  has  enough  without  leMhii^  will  ' 
probably  not  teadi ;  for  we  would  all  be  idle  ii'  | 
we  could.    In  the  same  manner,  a  msa  who  b 
to  set  nothing  bv  teaching  will  not  exert  Ud- 
self.    Greaham  College  was  intended  ss  s  pUce 
of  instruction  for  London ;  able  profeswn  v«t 
to  read  lectures  gratb ;  they  contrived  to  hiT< 
no  scholars;  whereas,  if  they  had  been  sUovt^l 
to  receive  but  sixpence  a  lecture  from  ^^ 
scholar,  they  would  have  been  emulous  to  biTt 
had  many  scholars.    Every  body  will  ar^ 
that  it  should  be  the  interest  of  thme  «ba 
teach  to  have  sdiolars ;  and  this  is  the  ca^  a 
our  universities.    That  they  are  too  ricb  i> 
certainly  not  true ;  for  they  nave  nothing  p^^  , 
enough  to  keep  a  man  of  eminent  leaning  «:^ 
them  for  his  life.    In  the  foreign  uniTer>iuo  t  , 
profeMonhip  it  •  high  thkig     Jxjtm  ..u.. 
almost  as  a  man  can  make  by  his  ieanun^:  i^i 
therefore  we  find  the  most  learned  men  bi^rv^ 
are  in  the  universities.    It  is  not  so  with  us 
Our  universities  are  impoyerisbed  of  IcarL.r..'. 
by  the  penury  of  their  provisions.  Iwubibr 
were  many  places  of  a  thousand  a^yeir  l' 
Oxford,  to  xeep  fint-r&te  men  of  lear  '. 
from  quitting  the  university.**     Undoubio 
if  this  were  the  case,  literatore  would  La^  -  - 
still  neater  disnity  and  splendour  at  Ox*-  ri. 
and  uere  woufi  be  grander  living  sounv^  t.. 
instruction. 

I  mentioned  Mr.  MacUiirin*8  uiieann«^^  = 
account  of  a  degree  of  ridicule  cam-  - 
thrown  on  his  de<^ased  fktlier,  ia  Goldos.*-^  > 
«  History  of  Animated  Nature,**  m  whkh  ti- 
celebrated  mathematiciaa  is  represenud  m. 
being  subject  to  fits  of  y&vning  so  violin:  ai 
to  render  him  incapable  of  proceediiv  tf  *--' 
lecture ;  a  story  alto^ther  unioiuided^W  t  r 
the  publication  of  which  the  law  woold  gi>«  >M 
repmtion.'  Hiis  led  us  to  agitate  the  •i>'-»' 
tion,  whether  Icg^l  redress  could  be  obuiz*?^ 


coontnr  can  baeooM  what  Eaglaad  la 
oC  ana  a  ajralaM.**    Such  waa  alao  Mr 
**  I  ab^l  alwaja  be  raadj  lo  Join  in  di* 
our  poblk  adMola,  whkh  bare 
cbaractera,  are  tbe  b««t  r^rtr4  to  Uw 
totioo  of  tba  Knglisb 
Tol.  1.  p.  S7.^  Caoain,' 

s  Dr.  Adan  Sn^ltb.  wbo 
the  univeral^  of  Glaagow,  baa  iwtiiwl.  te 
Natloni,"  aoma  reflrctiona  udod  thle  ao^ect  wV 
tainijr  not  well  founded,  and  aew^  to  bw  •eld* 

WELL. 

The  great  practical  fiuilt  of 
thia  respect,  la,  that  tbei  ai«  too 
pervert  tbe  minda  and  injure  tb#  f(>rtiaoea  of  wf«. 
the  neglect  of  eeooomj  in     ' 
encouraged —  Caosu,  IM7. 

s  X>r.  Coldimltb  waa 
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eren  when  a  man's  deceased  relation  was 
caiumniited  in  a  publication.  Mr.  Murray 
m^int^;fwi<^  tlicre  Boould  be  reparation,  unless 
the  aothor  could  justify  himselr  bj  proving  the 
fkt  JomnoH.  *^  Sir,  it  b  of  so  much  more 
eooseqaenoe  that  truth  should  be  told,  than 
that  indiTiduab  should  not  be  made  uneasy, 
thai  it  is  much  better  that  the  law  does  not 
restrain  writing  freely  concerning  the  charac- 
ten  of  the  dead.  Damages  will  be  given  to  a 
oan  who  ia  eslumniated  in  his  lifetime,  because 
he  may  be  hurt  in  his  worldly  interest,  or  at 
leait  hurt  in  his  mind :  but  the  law  does  not 
Kjgard  that  uneasiness  which  a  man  feels  on 
having  his  ancestor  calunmiated.  That  is  too 
moe.  Let  him  denr  what  is  said,  and  let  the 
matter  have  a  fair  chance  by  discussion.  But 
if  a  man  oonhl  say  nothing  against  a  character 
bnt  what  he  can  prove,  history  could  not  be 
written ;  for  a  great  deal  is  known  of  men  of 
which  proof  cannot  be  brought  A  minister 
Biay  be  Botorionaly  known  to  take  bribes,  and 

Sjoa  may  not  be  able  to  prove  it**  Mr. 
^v  suggested  that  the  author  should  be 
oU^ged  to  S>w  some  sort  of  evidence,  though 
^  woold  not  require  a  strict  legal  proof;  but 
Johsson  firmly  and  resolutely  opposed  any 
feKraint  whatever,  as  adverse  to  a  free  inves- 
U((ttioo  of  the  characters  of  mankind.' 


NonrM, 


^hai.  Dr.  J^haioa  Ima  her«  mM  it  undoubtedly  cood 
■■»  m  1  aa  iftvid  that  law,  Uioach  dcflncd  tnr  £ortf 
f^-tU  ptrfacttoo  or  roMOB/'  U  not  altogether  with  khm; 
Mr  {  «  bdd  to  Iho  books,  that  an  attack  on  the  reputation 
M«  4t  dead  mna  nsf  be  puatohed  aa  a  libel,  becaaie  tend- 
PI  •  •  Weacb  eC  Ibo  P«aee.  There  ti.  however,  I  brliere, 
l^oderm  deddod  cmo  Co  that  eflhct.  In  the  King*!  Bench. 
n*«(f  lerawlTM.  Ibo  qimtloa  occwTed  on  ooenion  of  an 
«ot.  tit  MUmm  r,  Ttmkmm,  who,  as  a  proprietor  of  a 
•^  -Mfttoi  ^  Tbo  Woffld.*'  WM  round  gnUtj  of  a 
InH  C»wper.  deeeaaod,  becauM  certain  tn- 
itoac  bit  lordship  were  published  In  that 
of  ittdjinsi*  having  becv  mored  for,  the 
■M  aiiwwiaa  auleiiiiily  argued.  Hjr  friend,  Mr.  Cooit, 


h  1  Miybt  Id  hmtrlap  an  opportunltf  to  praise,  not  oolj 
•»  sUiltlea,  but  Ms  aMnners— a  gentleman  whoso 
'bt  rimiau  Mood  bas  b(«n  mellowed  In  England,  and 
rer  ^  tndy  aaki  to  unite  the  btmm  and  the  barrtsUr. 
«•  of  the  rnnnarl  for  Mr.  Topham.  He  ditplajred 
'  i'vatQg  aod  iiigonolty  opon  the  general  question ; 
.''  u  sever,  vaa  not  dedded,  as  the  court  granted  an 
cikHly  oo  tW  InlbrBuUtT  of  the  Indictment.  No  man 
•  h<wr  nveteiw  tor  the  i«w  of  Bnnland  than  I  have ; 
■  1*  sil  ilaiiinino,  I  cannot  hdp  thinking,  that  prosecu- 
if  ndofcndint  Is  never  to  be  allowed  to 
rcsalve,  unless  Juries,  whom 
la  holding  to  be  Judges  of 


CHAPTER  LV. 
1776. 

Poptsh  CorruptitmM,  —  Lietnttd  SUwt,  —  SitbteHan. 
-^*'Jaek  Enur—  GamuMjf.—  Card-plojfiiiff.'^ 
On^mgal  OhUgatumM. — L4tw  of  Usurp, —  Btggun, 
— Dr.  Ckeyue,  —  SoKiudt,  —  Joseph  iSimpson.  — 
CkUdrem. — Cowkp. — FtatmanU  Poems, —  Cibber's 
"  Lives,''  —  Grap,—  Aienside,  —  Mason.—  The 
Reviewn,^  Lord  LptUHon. — *«  The  Spectator.*''^ 
Dr.  Barrp.^Dhmerai  General  PlaoiCs.  —  <«  Abel 
Drmgper.** —  Italp. —  The  MedUerranean. —  Poeti- 
eai  Translatum.  —  Art  of  PrinHnp.  —  BdueatUm 
of  the  PoopU.  —  TAomMn.  —  **  HudSbras."^  Air- 
pose  of  Trapedp.  — ** OthOo." — John  Dernnis.^ 
Swearimp.  —  WinO'drinhinp.  —  CwmberJants 
»Odes." 

On  Thursday,  4th  April,  having  called  on  Dr. 
Johnson,  I  said,  it  was  a  pity  that  truth  was 
not  so  firm  as  to  bid  defiance  to  all  attacks, 
so  that  it  might  be  shot  at  as  much  as  people 
chose  to  attempt,  and  yet  remain  unhurt  Johk- 
soR.  **  Then,  Sir,  it  would  not  be  shot  at.  No- 
body attempts  to  dispute  that  two  and  two 
make  four:  but  with  contests  concerning 
moral  truth,  human  passions  are  generally 
mixed,  and  tJierefore  it  must  be  ever  liable  to 
assault  and  misrenresentation.** 

On  Friday,  dtn  April,  being  Good  Friday, 
aflcr  havinff  attended  the  morning  service  at 
St.  Clement  s  church,  I  walked  home  wiUi  John- 
son. We  talked  of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion. 
JoHHSOH.  *^  In  the  barbarous  ages,  Sir,  pnests 
and  people  were  equally  deceive :  but  after- 
wards there  were  sross  corruptions  introduced 
by  the  clergy,  such  as  indulgences  to  priests  to 
have  concubines,  and  the  worship  ox  images : 
not,  indeed,  inculcated,  but  knowingly  per- 
mitted.'*   He  strongly  censured  the  licensed 


law  as  well  as  of  flict,  resolutely  laterpoae.  Of  late  an  act 
of  parliament  has  pasaed,  dedatatorr  or  tbelr  fbll  right  to  ooe 
as  well  as  the  other,  in  matter  of  libel  t  and  the  bill  havlna 
been  brought  In  bj  a  popular  gentleman  [Mr.  Fox],  manj  or 
his  party  nave  la  most  extravagant  tenns  declaimed  on  the 
woadernd  argnlsltlon  to  the  iTbertv  of  the  preu.  For  my 
own  part  I  ever  was  clearlj  of  opinion  that  this  right  was 
Inherent  In  the  verj  constltutlou  of  a  Jury,  and  indeed  in 
sense  and  reason  inseparable  from  their  important  ftinction. 
To  establish  it,  tharefora.  bp  statute^  Is,  1  think,  narrowinf 
its  foundation,  which  Is  the  broad  aaa  deep  basis  of  common 
law.  WouM  it  not  rather  weaken  the  right  of  primogeniture, 
or  any  other  old  and  nnlveraalljr  acknowledgod  right,  shoula 
the  leglslatare  nass  aa  act  In  favour  of  It  ?  In  m  j  **  Letter 
to  the  Peo^e  of  Scotland,  afalnst  dlmlnlshlnf  the  number  of 
the  Lords  of  Sesakm,**  published  In  1785,  there  is  the  follow- 
ing passage,  which,  as  a  condso,  and,  I  hope,  a  fUr  and 
rational  itate  of  the  matter,  I  presume  to  ouote:  "The 
Juries  of  Bngland  are  Judges  of  leUe  as  well  as  mfaet  in  mmmp 
eittil  and  in  ati  cHmhuU  trials.  That  my  principles  of  rr- 
ttsUmee  msj  not  be  misapprehended  any  more  than  my 
principles  oftuhmfsskm^  I  protest  that  I  should  be  the  laat 
man  In  the  world  to  encourage  Juries  to  contradict  rashly, 
wantonly,  or  perversely,  the  opinion  of  the  Judges.  On  tha 
contrary,  I  would  have  them  listen  respectfully  to  the  advice 
they  receive  from  the  bench,  by  which  they  mav  often  be  well 
directed  in  forming  tAeir  oum  opinion;  whkh,  *and  not 
another's,*  Is  the  opinion  they  are  to  return  mpon  Ikeir  oatke. 
But  where,  after  due  attention  to  all  that  the  Judge  has  said, 
they  are  decidedly  of  a  dUTereot  opinion  from  him,  they  have 
not  onlf  a  power  and  a  r^A/,  but  tney  are  Aoaiid  in  eonscienee, 
to  bring  In  a  veidlct  accordingly.**  —  BoswiLt. 
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8tew8  at  Rome.  Boawell.  *'  So^  then,  Sir, 
you  would  allow  of  no  irregular  intercourse 
whatever  between  the  sexes?  Johksok.  **To 
be  sure  I  would  not,  Sir.  I  would  punish  it 
much  more  than  it  is  done,  and  so  restrain  it. 
In  all  countries  there  has  been  fornication,  as 
in  all  countries  there  has  been  theft ;  but  there 
may  be  more  or  less  of  the  one,  aa  well  as  of 
the  other,  in  proportion  to  the  force  of  law. 
All  men  will  naturally  commit  fornication,  as 
all  men  will  naturally  steal.  And,  Sir,  it  is 
Yery  absurd  to  argue,  as  has  been  often  done, 
that  prostitutes  are  necessary  to  prevent  the 
violent  effects  of  appetite  from  violating  the 
decent  order  of  life ;  nay,  should  be  permitted, 
in  order  to  preserve  the  chastity  of^our  wives 
and  daughters.  Depend  upon  it.  Sir,  severe 
laws,  st^ily  enforced,  would  be  sufficient 
against  those  evib,  and  would  promote  mar- 
riage." 

I  stated  to  him  this  case :  —  "  Suppose  a  man 
has  a  daughter,  who  he  knows  has  been  seduced, 
but  her  misfortune  is  concealed  from  the  world, 
should  he  keep  her  in  his  house  ?  Would  he 
not,  by  doing  so,  be  accessory  to  imposition  ? 
.^d,  perhaps,  a  worthy,  unsuspecting  man, 
micht  come  and  marry  this  woman,  unless  the 
father  inform  him  of  the  truth.**  Johhson. 
'*  Sir,  he  is  accessory  to  no  imposition.  His 
daughter  is  in  his  house ;  and  if  a  man  courts 
her,  he  takes  his  chance.  If  a  friend,  or  indeed 
if  any  man,  asks  his  opinion  whether  he  should 
marry  her,  he  ought  to  advise  him  against  it, 
without  telling  why,  because  his  real  opinion  is 
then  required.  Or,  if  he  has  other  daughters 
who  know  of  her  frailty,  he  ought  not  to  keep 
her  in  his  house.  You  are  to  consider  the  state 
of  life  is  this ;  we  are  to  judge  of  one  another's 
characters  as  well  as  we  can ;  and  a  man  is  not 
bound  in  honesty  or  honour  to  tell  us  the  faults 
of  his  daughter  or  of  himself.  A  man  who  has 
debauched  his  friend's  daughter  is  not  obliged 
to  say  to  every  body  —  *Take  care  of  me; 
don*t  let  me  into  your  house  without  suspicion. 
I  once  debauched  a  friend's  daughter.  I  may 
debauch  yours.*  ** 

Mr.  Thrale  called  upon  him,  and  appeared 
to  bear  the  loss  of  his  son  with  a  manly  com- 


>  A  «fitl«iiMn  who,  from  hte  extraordlnarr  stom  of  know- 
lodM.DM  bMDityltd  ommi$eieni.  Johnsoa,  I  think  Tvrv  pro- 
perlj,  altered  It  to  all'kmowmg,  u  it  It  a  verbmm  MoUnme, 
wpropriatod  to  the  Supreme  Being.  —  BotwsLL.  Mr.  Richard 
Jackion,  a  barrii ter.  M.F.  for  New  Romney,  and  F.R.S., 
had  obtained,  from  the  unWenalttv  of  hit  information  on  all 
topict,  the  appcllatioo  of  **  om^MeumtJaekmm.**  He  was  an 
InUmate  Triend  of  Lord  8helbanie't,and  became  a  lord  of  the 
treasury  in  hU  lordtbip'f  admhilttniHon  in  178S.  He  died 
May  a.  17S7.—  Ciokib. 

s  Thlt  waa  Mr.Jotrph  Fowke.of  whom  there  It  quoted  In  the 
GemUnman't  Mafoxnu  for  IRIT,  Til.  p.  M6.,  an  aceount  very 
mroneoui  both  tn  facti  and  dalet.  The  truth  it,  he  went  to 
India  in  1736  at  a  writer,  and  tenred  in  teveml  tubordmate 
ofBcet  till  be  wat  appointed.  In  1751 ,  flfth  member  of  Council 
at  Madraa.  He  bad  been,  however,  for  tome  yrart  a  disMtii. 
fled  man,  and  in  1752  riftlgned  the  terrice  and  came  to  Kn;- 
land,  where  he  became  acquainted  with  Johnion,  and  in.ty 
have  entertained  hopet  of  going  out  agiUn  in  tome  potltion 
which  would  have  enabled  him  to  take  Johnton  (then  in 
very  low  circuinttance«)  with  him  ;  but  of  thit  we  have  no 
trace,  but  what  appears  in  the  text.  It  wat  not  till  1770. 
when  atturcdly  Johnton  could  have  had  no  thoughts  of 


posure.    There  was  no  aficctation  about  bim; 
and  he  talked,  as  usual,  upon  indlflerent  suH- 
jects.    He  seemed  to  me  to  hesitate  ii  to  the 
intended  Italian  tour,  on  which,  I  flittered 
myself,  he  and  Mrs.  Thrale  and  Dr.  JohnscA  | 
were  soon  to  set  out ;  and,  therefore,  I  prc5$«d 
it  as  much  as  I  could.    I  mentioned  tbst  Mr. 
Beauclerk  had  said,  that  Baretti,  nbom  the; 
were  to  carrv  with  them,  would  keep  them  so 
lonfi;  in  the  little  towns  of  his  own  district,  tk^'. 
they  would  not  have  time  to  see  Rome,   i 
mentioned  this  to  put  them  on  their  pur'i. 
JoHKSOK.    "  Sir,  we  do  not  thank  Mr.  Beiu- 
clerk  for  supposing  that  we  are  to  be  direct*"! 
by  Baretti.    No,  Sir ;  Mr.  Thnde  is  to  go,  It 
my  advice,  to  Mr.  Jackson  >  (the  aU-kiio«b;\ 
and  get  from  him  a  plan  for  seeing  the  mo^:  ■ 
that  can  be  seen  in  tne  time  that  we  hare  tn  i 
travel.  We  must,  to  be  sure,  see  Rome,15ivV.'«,  ^ 
Florenpe,  and  Venice,  and  as  much  mf^tt  ts 
we  can.**  (Speaking  with  a  tone  of  antinstion.^ 

When  I  expressed  an  earnest  wish  for  Mi*  |j 
remarks  on  Italy,  he  said,  **  I  do  not  see  thftt  I  ' 
could  make  a  book  upon  Italy;  yet  Iikou-t 
be  glad  to  get  two  hundred  pounds,  or  i^" 
hundred  pounds,  bv  such  a  w<Mrk."  This  sbov^* 
both  that  a  journal  of  his  tour  upon  the  c\<-<- 
tinent  was  not  whoUv  out  of  his  contempUtl<  u 
and  that  he  uniformly  adhered  to  that  ftnr;* 
opinion  which  his  indolent  dispontion  it.:.-' 
him  utter;  **Ko  man  but  a  blockhead  o* 
wrote  except  for  money.**   Numerous  ittstai>x< 
to  refute  this  will  occur  to  all  who  are  ver^.-l 
in  the  history  of  literature. 

He  gave  us  one  of  the  many  aketrhn  ' 
character  which  were  treasured  in  his  ms. . 
and  which  he  waa  wont  to  ^irodace  quite  u:- 
cxpectedly  in  a  very  entertaining  manlier .  "  ' 
lately,**  said  he,  **  received  a  letter  fnica  :'■  i 
East  Indies,  from  a  gentleman  *  whom  I  • 
merly  knew  very  weU ;  he  had  returned  (r  -J 
that  country  with  a  handsome  fbrtuM;  a  \ 
was  reckoned,  before  means  were  found  u*  »^ 
quire  those  immense  sums  wlii^  hare  '-  1 
brought  from  thence  of  late :  he  waa  a  »r^  -^ 
and  an  agreeable  man,  and  liv^  very  pE> '  -j 
in  London,  till  his  wife  died.  AUcr  ber  d  -.  i 
he  took  to  dissipation  and  gamini^  and  k  *'  ^ 


aceoBpaBTlof  Mm,  that  he 
ttvt  niercnant  to  Calcutta,  where 
up  iwlth  the  oppoaitlon  to  Mr.  Head 
ton  Fraocit  were  indicted,  with  tto 
tunate  Nundoonar,  for  a  eoandncr  •! 
found  guilty.    The  letter  and  packet 
related  of  coarae  to  thUaflhir.   X 
re>appolnted  to  oOlee  In  India,  but 
panr't  terrloe,  and  retnrped  to  Bi 
of  the  Houte  of  Commona,  moved 
reluctant  Court  of  Dirercort  to 
died  in  Bath.  In  IMS,  at.  ft4.    In 
It  made  to  ttaie  that  Johnton  told  htvt 
had  offered  bin  100/.  if  he  woald  dc^ 
hit  lordthip,  but  that  Jobnaoa 
"  because  he  mutt  have  flit  a  mOen 
not  have  told  thlt,  for  we  know  that 
I<ord  Cbeturfleld  for  the  dedlcatioet 
So«  post,  p.  b'iA.     I   now   more  ooa 
the  ip'neral  offleer  mentioned  la  |».  A%. 
and  ttiat  Johntoo't  leal  about 
hl<  relatlonthtp  to  Jotcpfa  Fowke, 
CaoKia,  1S46. 


•Ctnacik^HMA  ta  e^tl 


M    *   •« 


!  iET.67. 


BOSWELL'S  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


501 


he  bad.  One  evening  he  lost  a  thousand  pounds 
U)  A  gentleman  whose  name  I  am  sorry  I  have 
forgotten.  Next  morning  he  sent  the  gentle- 
mui  five  hundred  pounds,  with  an  apology  that 
it  was  all  he  had  in  the  world.  The  gentleman 
s*}nt  the  money  back  to  him,  declaring  he 
wouid  not  accept  of  it ;  and  adding,  that  if 
Mr.  [Fowke]  had  occasion  for  five  hundred 
[rounds  more,  he  would  lend  it  to  him.  He 
KMylved  to  fp  out  again  to  the  East  Indies, 
and  make  his  fortune  anew.  He  got  a  con- 
siderable appointment,  and  I  had  some  intention 
ouccompanving  him.  Had  I  thought  then  as 
I  do  now,  I  should  have  gone :  but  at  that 
tim.'  1  had  objections  to  auitting  England.** 

h  was  a  very  remarkable  circumstance  about 
Johnson,  whom  shallow  observers  have  sup- 
r'">:'d  to  have  been  ignorant  of  the  world,  that 
*»'ry  few  men  had  seen  greater  variety  of  cha- 
ncturs ;  and  none  could  observe  them  better, 
as  wa3  evident  from  the  strong  yet  nice  por- 
traiti  which  he  often  drew.  I  have  frequently 
tb<m;Tht  that,  if  he  had  made  out  what  the 
IVnch  call  une  catalogue  raisoTtnee  of  oil  the 
1"^  pie  who  had  passed  under  his  observation, 
i:  *ould  have  aflbrded  a  very  rich  fund  of  in- 
ff*:<>tion  and  entertainment  The  suddenness 
«>  •;  a  which  his  accounts  of  some  of  them  started 
"jt  In  conversation  was  not  less  pleasing  than 
•-jj'risinjf.  I  remember  he  once  observed  to 
3> '.  ^  It  is  wonderful.  Sir,  what  is  to  be  found 
*['  London.  The  most  literary  conversation 
f ':•  it  I  ever  enjoyed  was  at  the  table  of  Jack 
*-  ^  a  money-scrivcner,  behind  the  Koyal 
h'.rhange,  witn  whom  I  at  one  period  used  to 
./I  •  generally  once  a  week."  * 

\  olumes  would  be  required  to  contiun  a  list 
^lii*  nomerous  and  various  acquaintance,  none 
i«f«homhe  ever  forgot;  and  could  describe 
M  dticriminate  them  all  with  precision  and 
'i^:<rity.  He  associated  with  persons  the  most 
r'yl'ly  different  in  manners,  abilities,  rank,  and 
u'.-'.n]p]i«hmeiit8.  He  was  at  once  the  com- 
«ai'  n  of  the  briiliant  Colonel  Forrester  of  the 


Tbu  Mr.  CllU  WM.  1  bollcre.  th«  last  of  that  ]»roreMioD 
*  ■  *rrrfrMtr§,  vlilcb  !•  one  of  the  London  compNnlM,  btit 
* '  n  tbv  Iwtiwm  U  no  loocer  carried  on  loparatcljr,  but 
I  '''-tjctnl  bj  attomeji  ana  others.  He  wa«  a  man  of 
f*'    ir«  and  talent*.     He  wm  the  author  of  a  Hndibraftic 

'•'  -I  of 


I'a  Canto,  in  addition  to  the  iEneid ;  of 
'  ^  ;  *»^*  Is  Dodaley't  collection,  and  various  other  small 
**  ^ ' ;  *Mit,  bring  n  very  nradett  roan,  never  pat  his  name 
'  *'^  tbiay.  He  etoowM  me  a  translation  which  he  had 
'^  'i  Ovid'a  Bpiatlca,  very  prettiljr  done.  There  Is  a 
*'<  'Afraved  portrait  of  him  br  Pether,  from  a  picture  by 
T  «ftieb  hanft  111  the  hall  oi  the  Scriveners'  company. 
<  him  October  4.  1790,  In  his  ninety-third  year,  and 
*'■'  ^u  judgaMBt  dbtinrt  and  clear,  and  bis  memory, 
^  *.  <«  fadffd  so  a*  to  Call  him  occaslooally,  yet.  as  he  assured 
>  ^ni  I  tiidaad  poreaUed,  able  to  s«rve  him  very  well, 
^'  *■  wttW  reeollortioo.  It  was  agreeable  to  observe,  that 
I  •  .■  tre»  from  tbo  discontent  and  fretfulness  which  too 
'^*  ««lr«  old  ago.  lie.  in  the  summer  of  that  year, 
•4-4  to  Hinhaibitbo.  where  be  dined,  and  walked  home 
'  f  «vetti^.  Ho  diod  Dec.  31 . 1 791 .  —  Boswkll. 
'  I  v-i  Macaftacf ,  who,  with  his  other  distinguished  quall- 
*•  ..  r#nMrhablo  nlao  for  an  elegant  pleasantry,  told  me  that 
'  '•1  J'^bnaon  at  Lady  Craven's,  ana  that  he  seemed  jealous 
'  •  f  taccrfmocc.    '*  So."  said  bia  lordship,  smiling,  **  / 

'  ^  ■  •  ts  somcvhac  '  enaageratod  (sen  inir^.  p.  79.  n.  1). 

'  *       :-*  asMaohitaaro  did  not  extend  much  beyond  the 

'  '*  Mr.  Thralo,  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  and  the  members 


guards,  who  wrote  **  The  Polite  Philosopher,** 
and  of  the  awkward  and  uncouth  liobert  Le- 
vett ;  of  Jjord  Thurlow,  and  Mr.  Sastres,  the 
Italian  master ;  and  has  dined  one  day  with 
the  beautiful,  gay,  and  fascinating  Lady  Craven^ 
and  the  next  with  good  Mrs.  Gardiner,  the 
tallow-chandler,  on  Snow-hill.' 

On  my  expressing  my  wonder  at  his  dis- 
covering so  much  of  the  knowledge  peculiar 
to  different  professions,  he  told  me,  ^  1  learnt 
what  I  know  of  law  chiefly  from  ^Ir.  Ballow  \ 
a  yerv  able  man.  I  learnt  some  too  from 
Chamoers;  but  was  not  so  teachable  then. 
One  is  not  willing  to  be  taught  by  a  young 
man.*"  When  I  expressed  a  wish  to  know 
more  about  Mr.  Ballow,  Johnson  said,  **  Sir,  I 
have  seen  him  but  once  these  twenty  years. 
The  tide  of  life  has  driven  us  different  ways.'* 
I  was  sorry  at  the  time  to  hear  this ;  but  who* 
ever  (^uits  the  creeks  of  private  connections, 
and  fau'lj  gets  into  the  great  ocean  of  Loudon, 
will,  by  unpcrceptible  degrees,  unvoidably  ex- 
perience such  cessations  of  acquaintance. 

"  My  knowledge  of  physic,  *  he  added,  "  I 
learnt  from  Dr.  James,  whom  I  helped  in 
^vriting  the  proposals  for  his  Dictionary,  and 
also  a  little  m  the  Dictionary  itself.^  I  also 
learnt  from  Dr.  Lawrence,  but  was  then  grown 
more  stubborn." 

A  curious  incident  happened  to-day,  while 
Mr.  Thrale  and  I  sat  with  him.  Francis  an- 
nounced that  a  large  packet  was  brought  to  him 
from  the  post-office,  said  to  have  come  from 
Lisbon,  and  it  was  charged  seven  pounds  ten 
shillings.  He  would  not  receive  it,  supposing 
it  to  be  some  trick,  nor  did  he  even  look  at  it. 
But  upon  inquiry  afterwards  he  found. that  it 
was  a  real  packet  for  him,  from  that  very 
friend  in  the  East  Indies  of  whom  he  had  been 
speaking  [Mr.  Joseph  Fowke] ;  and  the  ship 
which  carried  it  havin"^  come  to  Portugal,  this 
packet  with  others  had  been  put  into  the  post- 
office  at  Lisbon. 

I  mentioned  a  new  gaming  club^,  of  which 


of  the  club.  Of  English  bishops  he  seems  to  have  known 
only  Shipley  and  Porteus,  and,  except  br  a  fpw  visits  in  his 
latter  years  at  the  boMeus  assemblies  of  Mrs.  Montagu,  Mrs. 
Vesey,  and  Mrs.  Ord.  we  do  not  trace  him  in  any  thing  like 
fashionable  society.  This  seems  strange  to  us ;  for  happily,  lu 
our  day.  a  literarr  man  of  much  less  than  Johnson's  eminence 
would  be  courted  Into  the  highest  and  most  brilliant  circles. 
Ix>rd  Welleslev  recollected,  with  regret,  the  little  notice, 
compared  with  his  posthumous  reputation,  which  the 
JathionahU  world  seemed  to  take  of  Johnson.  He  was  known 
as  a  great  writer ;  but  his  social  and  conversational  powers 
were  not  so  generally  appreciated.  <—  CROKsa. 

*  There  U  an  account  of  him  in  Sir  John  Hawkins's  Life 
of  Johnson,  p.  344.  Mr.  Thomas  Ballow  was  author  of  an 
excellent  Treatise  of  Kqulty.  printed  anonymously  in  I74S. 
and  lately  republished,  with  very  valuable  iiddiilons,by  John 
Fonblanoue.  Esq.  Mr.  Ballow  died  suddenly  in  London, 
July  96.  1782,  aged  seventy-five,  and  Is  mentioned  In  tho 
Gentleman's  MaKaiine  for  that  year  as  '*  a  great  Greek  scholar, 
and  famous  for  his  knowledge  of  the  old  philosophy."^  Ma- 

kONIC. 

>  I  have  in  v.iin  endeavoured  to  find  out  what  parts  Johnson 
wrote  for  Dr.  James ;  perhaps  medical  men  may.-—  Boswkli.. 

*  Almack's.  Lord  Leuderdale  informed  me  that  Mr. 
Fox  tol«l  him.  that  the  deepest  play  he  had  ever  known  was 
about  this  period,  between  the  year  1773  and  the  bednniiig 
of  the  American  war.  Lord  Lauderdale  tnstiinceu  ftOOQI. 
being  staked  on  a  single  card  at  faro,  and  ho  talked  of  70^0CW. 
lost  end  won  in  a  niglit.—  CaoKaa. 
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Mr.  Beanderk  had  giyen  me  an  account,  where 
the  members  played  to  a  desperate  extent. 
JoHMsoN.  ^^  Depend  upon  it,  Sir,  this  is  mere 
talk.  Who  is  ruined  Dy  gaming  ?  You  will 
not  find  six  instances  in  an  age.  There  is  a 
strange  rout  made  about  deep  play ;  whereas 
you  have  many  more  people  ruined  by  adven- 
turous trade,  and  yet  we  do  not  hear  such  an 
outcry  against  it.**  Thbale.  **  There  may  be 
few  absolutely  ruined  by  deep  play ;  but  very 
many  are  much  hurt  in  their  circumstances  by 
it."  Johnson.  "Yes,  Sir,  and  so  are  very 
many  by  other  kinds  of  expense.**  I  had 
heard  mm  talk  once  before  in  the  same 
manner ;  and  at  Oxford  he  said,  "he  wished 
he  had  learned  to  play  at  cards.'  The  truth, 
however,  is,  that  he  loved  to  display  his 
ingenuity  in  argument ;  and  therefore  would 
sometimes  in  conversation  maint^n  opinions 
which  he  was  sensible  were  wrong,  but  m  sup- 
porting which,  his  reasoning  and  wit  would  be 
most  conspicuous.  He  would  begin  thus: 
*  Why  Sir,  as  to  the  good  or  evil  of  cai*d  play- 
ing —  '*  "  Now,**  said  Garrick,  "  he  is  thinking 
which  side  he  shall  take.**  He  appeared  to  have 
a  pleasure  in  contradiction,  especially  when 
any  opinion  whatever  was  delivered  with  an 
air  of  confidence;  so  that  there  was  hardly 
any  topic,  if  not  one  of  the  great  truths  of 
reugion  and  morality,  that  he  might  not  have 
been  incited  to  argue  either  for  or  asainst. 
Lord  Elibank'  had  the  highest  admu-ation 
of  his  powers.  He  once  observed  to  me, 
"  Whatever  opinion  Johnson  maintains,  I  will 
not  say  that  he  convinces  me ;  but  he  never 
fails  to  show  me  t)iat  he  had  good  reasons  for 
it.**  I  have  heard  Johnson  pay  his  lordship 
this  high  compliment :  "  I  never  was  in  Lord 
Elibax&*s  company  without  learning  some- 
thin  j^.** 

We  sat  together  till  it  was  too  late  for  the 
afternoon  service.  Thralc  said,  he  had  come 
with  the  intention  to  go  to  church  with  us. 
We  went  at  seven  to  evening  prayers  at  St. 
Clement*s  church,  after  having  drunk  coffee ; 
an  indulgence  wliich  I  understand  Johnson 
yielded  to  on  this  occasion,  in  compliment  to 
Thrale.» 

On  Sunday,  April  7th,  Easter-day,  after 
having  been  at  St.  PauVs  cathedral,  I  came 
to  Dr.  Johnson,  according  to  my  usual  custom. 
It  seemed  to  me,  that  there  was  always  some- 
thing particularly  mild    and    placid    in    his 


>  SMOHie'.  p.40B c. 

^  Patrtck  Lord  Elibank,  who  died  In  1778.  —  Boswsll. 

*  This  dKf  be  hlmtelf  thus  record!  :~"Tboagh  for  the 
past  werik  I  have  htid  an  anxious  design  of  conmranicattng 
to-dajr,  I  performed  no  particular  act  of  derotlon.  till  on 
Friday  I  went  to  church.  I  fasted,  though  less  rigorouslj 
than  at  other  times.  I,  bjr  uegUgence,  poured  milk  into  the 
tea,  and,  in  the  afternoon,  drank  one  dish  of  coflee  with 
Thrale ;  ret  at  night,  after  a  fit  of  drowsiness,  I  felt  myself 
rttj  much  disordered  bj  emptiness,  and  called  for  tea  with 
peerlsh  and  Impatient  eagemesa.  My  distress  was  very 
great.'*  —  Pr.  and  Med.  p.  146.  —  Cbokbe. 

*  Tet  with  what  dilTerent  colours  he  paints  his  own  stalest 
this  moment  t  —  **  The  time  is  again  fcome]  at  which,  since 
the  death  of  my  poor  dear  Tetty.on  whom  Gttd  have  mercy, 
I  have  annually  commanorated  the  mystery  of  redemption. 


manner  upon  this  holy  festival,  ilie  commemo- 
ration of  the  most  joyful  event  in  the  kiitmy 
of  our  world,  the  resurrection  of  our  Lord 
and    Saviour,    who,  having  triumphed  over  i 
death  and  the  grave,  proclaimed  hnmortalitjto  ! 
mankind.^ 

I  repeated  to  him  an  alignment  of  t  lady  of  , 
my  acquaintance,  who  maintained,  that  her 
husbanas  having  been  guilty  of  numbeiieag 
infidelities,  released  her  from  conjugal  obli«i- 
tions,  because  they  were  reciprocal.  Johxsos. 
"  This  is  miserable  stuff,  Sir.  To  the  contnct 
of  m.<irriage,  besides  the  man  and  wife,  there 
is  a  third  party  —  society ;  and  if  it  be  con- 
sidered as  a  vow — God:  and,  therefore,  it 
cannot  be  dissolved  by  their  consent  slone. 
Laws  are  not  made  for  particular  cases,  but 
for  men  in  general.  A  woman  may  be  no- 
happy  with  her  husband ;  but  she  cannot  be 
freed  from  him  without  the  approbation  of  the 
civil  and  ecclesiastical  power.  A  man  mar  be 
unhappy,  because  he  is  not  so  rich  as  another; 
but  he  is  not  to  seize  upon  another**  propotr 
with  his  own  hand.**  ^osweix.  '*  Bot,  Sr, 
this  lady  does  not  want  that  the  contract 
should  be  dissolved;  she  only  u^es  that  she 
may  indulge  herself  in  gallantries  with  eqatl 
freedom  as  her  husband  does,  provided  she 
takes  care  not  to  introduce  a  furious  issse 
into  his  family.  You  know,  sir,  what  Macro- 
bius  has  told  of  Julia.^  Jomraosi.  ^Tbis 
lady  of  yours,  Sir,  I  think,  is  very  fit  for  » 
brothel.** 

Mr.  Macbean,  author  of  the  **•  Dictiontfy  of 
Ancient  Greography,**  came  in.  He  mentioDed 
that  he  had  been  forty  years  absent  from 
Scotland.  **Ah,  Boswell!**  aiud  Johnsoo 
smiling,  '^what  would  you  ffive  to  be  fortr 
years  from  Scotland  ?  **  I  aaid,  **'  I  should  not 
like  to  be  so  lon^  absent  from  the  Kat  of  nj 
ancestors.**  This  gentleman,  Mn.  Williiaa, 
and  Mr.  Levett  dined  with  us. 

Dr.  Johnson  made  a  remark,  which  botb 
Mr.  Macbean  and  I  thought  new.  It  was  this: 
that  "  the  law  against  usury  is  for  the  protec- 
tion  of  creditors  as  well  as  debtors ;  for  ii 
there  were  no  such  check,  people  would  be 
apt,  from  the  temptation  of  great  interest,  t<> 
lend  to  desperate  persons,  by  whom  they  would 
lose  their  money.  Accordin^y,  there  arc  in* 
stances  of  ladies  bein^  nuned,  by  htx'm 
injudiciouslv  sank  their  fbrtones  for  high 
annuities,  which,  after  a  few  years,  ceased  to  be 


and  annually  purposed  to  amend  ny  life.  Vy  reigidDr*^ 
to  which  perhaps  many  others  are  appeodant,  b  wadt* 
time,  and  general  sluggishness,  to  wlileh  1  was  «l«*p.^ 
clined,  and.  in  part  of  my  life,  have  been  almost  ewp^^ 
morbid  meUmekolp  ami  di»iur&a$»ee  qf  mimi.  HelsDW  , 
has  had  In  me  Its  paroxysms  and  remtsskroi.  but  I  ks««  v* 
Improved  the  interrals,  nor  safldeaUy  resiatsd  BTOf*!^ 
inclination,  or  stckly  habits."  He  adds, howeeer :"»„«*' 
morning  1  had  at  church  sane  radiatiens  of  cemfart  -- 

Pr.mtdMed.jt.W^,    Thehabttnal  staloormlBii«v«^«2  i 
this  aud  the  preceding  note,  was  no  dottbt  the  uu«ii|jrtj«  ^ 
cause  of  many  of  these  peevMh.  unlost,  aad  •*"****  **^' 
Tadons  vhtch  Johnson's  biographers  haire  too  oftn  t»  CKors-  ■ 
.-  CaoKBa,  1846.  »    t  a. 

^  **  Nunouam  eohn  nU  navi  plaA  loUo  twtei^v.  '^^ 
li.  c.  ▼  —  BoawsLL. 
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paid,  in  conseqaence  of  the  ruined  drcum- 
ftances  of  the  bdrrower.'* 

Mrs.  Williams  was  yer^  peevish;  and  I 
wondered  at  Johnson*8  patience  with  her  now, 
as  I  had  often  done  on  similar  occasions.  The 
truth  is,  that  his  humane  consideration  of  the 
forlorn  and  ind^ent  state  m  which  this  lady 
was  left  by  her  father  induced  him  to  treat 
her  with  the  utmost  tenderness,  and  even  to 
be  desirous  of  procuring  her  amusement,  so  as 
sometimes  to  incommode  many  of  his  fiiends, 
by  canrinir  her  with  him  to  their  houses, 
wWe,  ^  her  maimer  of  eatme,  in  co^ 
sequence  of  her  blindness,  she  couM  not  but 
ofiend  the  delicacj  of  persons  of  nice  sensa- 
tions. 

After  coffee,  we  went  to  afternoon  service 
m  St  Clement*s  church.  Observing  some 
beggan  in  the  street  as  we  walked  alonff,  I 
said  to  him,  I  supposed  there  was  no  civifised 
countiy  in  the  world  where  the  miser  j  of  want 
in  the  lowest  classes  of  the  people  was  pre- 
vented. JoHKSOF.  ^'  I  believe.  Sir,  there  is 
not;  but  it  is  better  that  some  should  be 
unhappy,  than  that  none  shotdd  be  happy, 
which  would  be  the  case  in  a  general  state  of 
equality." 

When  the  service  was  ended,  I  went  home 
with  him,  and  we  sat  quietly  by  ourselves. 
He  recommended  Dr.  Cheyne's  books.  I  said, 
I  thought  Cheyne  had  be^  reckoned  whimsi- 
cal. *^  So  he  was,'*  said  he,  ^  in  some  things ; 
but  there  is  no  end  of  objections.  There  are 
few  hooks  to  which  some  obiection  or  other 
maj  not  be  made.**  He  added,  **  I  would  not 
have  you  read  any  thing  else  of  Cheyne,  but 
his  book  on  Health,  and  his  ^  English  Malady*  *' 

Upon  the  question  whether  a  man  who  had 
been  guilty  of  vicious  actions  would  do  well 
to  force  himself  into  solitude  and  sadness  ? 
JomisoN.  ^'No,  Sir,  unless  it  prevent  him 
from  being  vicious  again.  With  some  people, 
gloomv  penitence  is  only  madness  turned  up- 
side down.  A  man  may  be  gloomy,  till,  m 
order  to  be  relieved  from  gloom,  he  has  re- 
course a^un  to  criminal  indulgences.** 

On  Wednesday,  10th  Api^  I  dined  with 
him  at  Mr.  Thrale*s,  where  were  Mr.  Mur- 

aj  and  some  other  company.  Before  dinner, 
■'  Johnson  and  I  passed  some  time  by  our- 
Klyes.  I  was  sorry  to  find  it  was  now  re- 
solved that  the  proposed  journey  to  Italy 
should  not  take  place  this  year.  He  said,  ^^1 
am  disappointed,  to  be  sure;  but  it  is  not  a 
great  diw^ipointment.*^     I  wondered  to  see 


'  That  h«  oordUtf  ■wwitert  to  the  rewooi  whleta  operated 
00  the  nitad*  of  Mr.  and  Mm.  Thrale  to  postpone  the  joarner, 
mem  fram  hii  letter  to  the  ledy :_«« April  9. 1776.  Mr. 
Thrtle'i  alfeKatloB  of  porpote  ia  not  weakneti  of  retolntion : 
itha  vhe  man*a  oompUanoe  with  the  chance  of  thinn,  and 
vttb  the  new  dntJei  which  the  change  prodacea.  Wlioe?er 
npects  ne  to  be  ancry  will  be  diaappolnted.  I  do  not  even 
P^  at  the  eflbct ;  1  onlf  grieve  for  the  eanae."  Hfs  deaire, 
"^erer.  to  n  abroad  waa,  sayi  Mri.  Pfoaait  **  very  great ; 
>M  be  had  a  longfaig  wfrii  to  loaTO  aome  Latin  versce  at  Uie 
^"vrf  CkartratM  (mtt,  p.  46S,  n.  4).  as  Gray  had  done.**  ~~ 

*  He  probably  ai^  haTe  had  some  Idea  of  aeoonpanylng 


him  bear,  with  a  philosophical  calmness,  what 
would  have  made  most  people  peevish  and 
fretful.^  I  perceived  that  he  had  so  warmly 
cherished  the  hope  of  enjoying  classical  scenes, 
that  he  could  not  easily  part  with  the  scheme ; 
for  he  said,  *^  I  shall  probably  contrive  to  get 
to  Italy  some  other  way.*  But  I  won*t  men- 
tion it  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thrale,  as  it  might 
vex  them.*'  I  su^ested  that  going  to  Italy 
might  have  done  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thrale  good. 
JoHNsoir.  '*I  rather  believe  not,  Su*.  While 
^ef  is  fresh,  every  attempt  to  divert  only 
irritates.  You  must  wait  till  grief  be  dtgesied, 
and  then  amusement  will  dissipate  the  remains 
of  it." 

At  dinner,  Mr.  Murphy  entertuned  us  with 
the  history  of  Mr.  Joseph  Simpson,  a  school- 
fellow of  Dr.  Johnson's,  [p*  1 17. J  a  barrister  at 
law,  of  good  parts,  but  who  fell  into  a  dissipated 
course  of  liie,  incompatible  with  that  success 
in  his  profession  whicn  he  once  had,  and  would 
otherwise  have  deservedly  maintained ;  yet  he 
still  preserved  a  dignity  in  his  deportment. 
He  wrote  a  trs^edj^  on  the  story  of  Leonidas, 
entitled  **  The  ratriot.*'  He  read  it  to  a  com- 
pany of  lawyers,  who  found  so  many  faults 
that  he  wrote  it  over  again :  so  then  there 
were  two  tragedies  on  the  same  subject  and 
with  the  same  title.  Dr.  Johnson  told  us, 
that  one  of  them  was  still  in  his  possession. 
This  very  piece  was,  after  his  death,  published 
by  some  person  who  had  been  about  him,  and 
for  the  sake  of  a  little  hasty  profit,  was  falla- 
ciously advertised  so  as  to  make  it  be  believed 
to  have  been  written  by  Johnson  himself. 

I  said,  I  disliked  the  custom  which  some 
people  had  of  bringing  their  children  into  com- 
pany, because  it  in  a  manner  forced  us  to  pay 
foolish  compliments  to  please  their  parents. 
JoBNSOK.  *^  You  are  rignt,  Sir.  We  may  be 
excused  for  not  caring  much  about  other 
people's  children,  for  uiere  are  many  who 
care  very  little  about  their  own  children.'  It 
may  be  observed,  that  men  who,  from  being 
engaged  in  business,  or  from  their  course  of 
life  in  whatever  way,  seldom  see  their  children, 
do  not  care  much  about  them.  I  myself  should 
not  have  had  much  fondness  for  a  child  of  my 
own."  Mas.  Thbalb.  *^Nay,  Sir,  how  can 
you  talk  so  ?  "  Johnson.  **  At  least,  I  never 
wuhed  to  have  a  child."  * 

Mr.  Murphy  mentioned  Dr.  Johnson^s  hav- 
ine  a  design  to  publish  an  edition  of  Cowley. 
J&nson  said,  he  did  not  know  but  he  should ; 
and  expressed  his  disapprobation  of  Dr.  Hurd, 


hit  friend  Mr.  Saunders  Welsh,  who  went  to  Italy  In  the  May 
of  this  year.  See  tmti,  p.  486.,  and  pott,  P*  M7.  — Cmoua. 

*  It  seems  strange  that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thrale*  should  hate 
given  a  dinner  to  '*  company"  on  the  lOrh  of  April,  In  less 
than  three  weeks  from  tne  death  of  their  poor  boy,  and  that 
even  Boswril's  Indiscretion,  or  Johnson's  inattenUon,  coold 
have  led  to  so  palnftil  a  topic  as  **ftmdness  Ibr  a  child.**  — 
CaoKsa,  1IM7- 

*  Yet  Miss  Hawkins  tells  ns,  **  that  he  was  kind  to  chlldran 
Ht  hi$  own  wagi  my  father  seldom  observed  me  with  htan 
wlthoat  recollecting  the  Utm  damgling  ike  IM.**-  Mem.  I.  S. 
—  CaoKiR. 
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for  having  published  a  mutilated  edition  under 
the  title  ol*  **  Select  Works  of  Abraham  Cow- 
ley.** Mr.  Murphy  thought  it  a  bad  pre- 
cedent ;  observing,  that  any  author  mi^ht  be 
used  in  the  same  manner,  and  that  it  was 
pleasing  to  see  the  variety  of  an  author*8  com- 
positions at  different  periods. 

We  talked  of  Flatman*8  Poems ;  and  l^Irs. 
Thrale  observed,  that  Pope  had  partly  bor- 
rowed from  him  *^  The  Dying  Christian  to  his 
Soul."  Johnson  repeated  liochester's  verses 
upon  Flatman  \  which  I  think  by  much  too 
severe :  — 

**  Nor  that  nlow  drnd^e  in  swift  Pindaric  strains. 
Flatmnn,  who  Cowley  imitatim  with  pains, 
And  rides  a  jaded  muse,  whipt  with  loose  reins.** 

I  like  to  recollect  all  the  passages  that  I 
heard  Johnson  repeat :  it  stamps  a  value  on 
them. 

lie  told  us  that  the  book  entitled  *'  The 
Lives  of  the  Poets,"  by  ^Ir.  Cibbcr,  was  en- 
tirely compiled  by  Mr.  Shicls  ^,  a  Scotchman, 
one  of  his  amanuenses.  **  Tlie  booksellers," 
said  he,  "  gave  Theophilus  Cibbcr,  who  was 
then  in  prison,  ten  guineas  to  allow  Mr.  Cib- 
bcr to  be  put  upon  the  title-page,  as  the  au- 
thor; by  this,  a  double  imposition  was  in- 
tended ;  in  the  first  place,  that  it  was  the  work 
of  a  Cibbcr  at  all ;  and,  in  the  second  place, 
that  it  was  the  work  of  old  Cibber." 

3ilr.  Murphy  said,  that  **  The  Memoirs  of 
Gray*sLife  [by  Mason]  set  him  much  higher 
in  his  estimation  than  his  poems  did  :  for  you 
there  saw  a  man  constantly  at  work  in  litera- 
ture." Johnson  acouiesced  in  this ;  but  de- 
preciated the  book,  I  thought,  very  unreason- 
ably. For  he  said,  **  I  forced  myself  to  read 
it,  only  because  it  was  a  common  topic  of  con- 
versation. I  found  it  mighty  dull ;  and,  as  to 
the  style,  it  is  fit  for  the  second  table."    Why 


1  Thomas  Flalnuin  was  bom  about  1C39.  and  died  in  1 688. 
"  He  rcAllj  excelled  at  an  artist :  a  man  must  want  eari  for 
harmonr  tnat  can  admire  hii  poetry,  and  eren  want  eyes  that 
can  ceaiie  to  admire  his  painting.  One  of  his  head*  is  worth  a 
ream  of  his  Pindarics.**—  Grai^rr,  toI.  iv.  p.&4.— WaiORT. 

s  Here  occurred  a  note  of  Mr.  Boswell't  on  the  subject  of 
Cikber*$  Livtt  c/  the  Poeta,  {nmU,  up.  ft7. 171 ..  and  mwI.  51  S.), 
whicii,  being  inconreniently  long  for  this  place,  I  nave,  with 
sontc  additional  obxerTations,  remored  to  the  Appendix. 
The  eoDcluslon  to  which  I  had  preTlouiljr  arrived  on  this 
subject  \%  contlrincd  by  the  following  Iviter  from  GrifBlhs, 
the  publisher  of  the  worl(,  which   Mr.  V.  Cunningham  ha« 

E tinted  otit  to  me  in  a  ri>c^ntl)r  publi«ii«d  **Memoir  qf  the 
\feiif2}r.  Edfmtmd  C0rtwrigku  1M3." 

**  Tumham  Green,  ICth  June. 
**  Dear  Sir.  —  I  have  tent  tou  a  Jcmt !  Johnaon's  nrw 
▼nltinirt  of  the  *  Llvei  of  the  Vocta.*  You  will  observe  diat 
Savatre's  life  is  one  of  the  voUimcs.  I  siipiiote  It  Is  the  same 
which  he  published  about  thirty  years  agu.  and  therefore  you 
will  not  be  obliged  to  notice  it  otherwise  than  to  the  course 
of  enumeration.  In  the  account  of  Hammond  {anti,  p.  67.), 
my  good  friend  Samuel  h;is  iciinti>lrd  ou  a  material  rtrruni* 
aunce  in  the  pubilcation  o(  Cibtier's  'Live* of  t lie  Poets.' 
He  iutimates  that  Ciblier  never  saw  the  worli.  This  is  a  re- 
flection oo  the  i>oukseller.  your  hum  1  tie  servant.  The  Umk- 
Seller  has  now  In  his  |>oase»tUin  T))c<>|>liiliM  Gibber's  rerri|it 
for  twenty  guineas  (Johnson  saystrii),  in  consideration  of 
which  he  eiiR.tged  to  '  revise,  rorrnn.  and  improve  the  w«>rk. 
and  alto  to  adix  his  name  in  tiie  title-page.'  Mr.  Cibtier  did 
accordingly  v«ry  punctually  rfvi»r  every  «hret ;  he  ii).-ule  nu- 
merous corrections,  and  .tddvd  m.uiy  iniprotcmrnis  —  par- 
ticularly in  those  lit***  «huh  r.une  do«n  to  hu  own  time*. 
'  brougttt  him  withm  ine  circle  of  his  uwn  and  lus  Ltthcr's 


he  thought  so  I  was  at  a  loss  to  cooeciv^.   U<* 
now  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  ^  Akeibiui:  vui  I 
a  superior  poet  both  to  Gray  and  ^isson." 

Talking  of  the  Reviews,  Johnson  said,  "*  I 
think  them  very  impartial :  I  do  not  kuov  w 
instance  of  partiality."    He  mentioned  w'uii  • 
had  pAssed  upon  the  subject  of  the  Mootbl^ 
and  Critical  Keviews,  in  the  cooTenaUoo  viu 
which  his  Majesty  had  honoured  LinL^    He  • 
expatiated  a  little  more  on  them  this  e? emo;!.  > 
*'  The  Monthly  lieviewers,"  said  he,  "*  are  doc  ^ 
Deists ;  but  they  are  Christians  with  as  \\\\^ 
Christianity  as  may  be ;  and  are  for  puUiL:  ' 
down   all  establishments.    The  Critical  lie*  \ 
viewers  are  for  supporting  the  ooDstitutu>3 
both  in  church  and  state.    The  Criticnl  lie- 
viewers,  I  believe,  often  review  without  wa  --  ! 
ing  the  books  through ;  but  lay  bold  of  a  ton  c. 
and  write  chietiy  from  their  own  miads.    lu 
Monthly  Reviewers  are  duller  men,  and  k: 
glad  to  read  the  books  through.** 

He  talked  of  Lord    LytteUon*s   extrt'x^ 
anxiety  as  an  author;   observing,  that  't*  ' 
was  thirty  yean  in  preparing  his  historr,  ui '.  > 
that  he  employed  a  man  to  point  it  for  luu . 
as  if  (laughing)  another  man  could  p>inf  '*^' 
sense  better  than  himself.**  ♦     Mr.  Muq- ' 
said,  he  imderstood  his  historv  was  kept  I :  t 
several  years  for  fear  of  Smollett.^    Jou5*<»» 
'*  Tliis  seems  Strang  to  Murphy  and  me,  ^'a 
never  felt  that  anxiety,  but  aent  what  wc  v^^-' 
to  the  press,  and  let  it  take  its  chance.    M;*- 
Tubals.   ''  The  time  has  been.  Sir,  wIkt.  y 
felt  it.**    Joiuisoir.    "  Why  reallv,  Mailiu*.  i 
do  not  recollect  a  time  when  that  va»  >•» 
case.** 

Talking  of ''The  SpecUtorr  he  said,  ^'h  *  i 
wonderful  that  there  is  such  a  proporti  \.  •  l| 
bad  papers  in  the  half  of  the  work  wiii<  b  ":*  Ij 
not  written  by  Addison ;  for  there  wsj  :» -  "  j 
world  to  write  that  half,  yet  not  a  hall'  ot  >:-^ 

literary  aniiiaiDtance,  espadaOf  to  ch*  diaiffAlt  ti->'    ^* 
the  best  of  my  recollecUon,  he  gmra  totiie  eotinr  li*  r   «^    * 
In *erting  abundance  of  paragraphs,  of  noces.  aneri       **•  1 
remarlts,  la  thoae  which  were  coasplled  bjr  ShielU  .  •  -^^  I 
writers.    I  say  other,  becauae  many  tdxhm  beat  pt«^^ 
graphy  in  that  collection  were  not  written  bv  S^:-- »  ^ 
•uperiof  hands.    la  short,  the  CBcafleaMat  or  CuAr'.  •  *  •  *" 
oCber  EntUthmam^Xo  superintend  what  Shlclis  la  i.-" 
should  olrrr,  was  a  measure  abaolutely  neortiar^ .  r/  < 
guard  against  his  Scotttrifms  and  ochwr  defects  o  vii*  " 
but  hli  virulent  Jacobitism,  which  tiicltnei  luta  t  *-»^ 
every  Whig  character  that  cam*  ia  bla  ww.    Tb  t.  f  ■  * 
ho  would  have  done,  but  Cibber  (a  ataimdh  WlHaa  i    * 
posed  and  prevented  him.  insomuch  that  a  vi-  >n(     *~* 
arose  on  the  subject.  By  the  way.  it  a«ems  to  m«  t  ix  .^  '  •  > 
Jai*')bitUm  haa  been  the  only  ctrcamatanfoe  that  S>a«  frn.-* 
him  the  regard  of  Mr.  Johnson,  and  the  faworaf  ^  *  '    ' 
tliat  he  has  made  (in  the  paragraph  irfeiird  to.  «'  ^ 
*  virtuous  life  and  ploos  end*.- eapmaknw  that  bi*  -f^ 
a  smile  from  every  one  who  knows,  as  I  dtd,  the  mi'  -'• 
of  Robert  Shiells.    And  now.  what  think  swa  of  r«  <  >    .     * 
inaUcr.  in  regard  to  Uuth,  and  Um  Casr  MM  <d  U.  •  *" 
bookseller  ?  'T-  Caoaaa,  IMS. 
>  See  cmfit  p.  liVS.  , 

«  It  may  be  doubted  whHbsr  lobiSMo's  diJik'  ^  i^ 
Lyttelton  did  not  here  lead  him  Into  as  erroe.     !>*•   ' 
so  habituated  with  the  details  of  prinslng  mif— 
L>e«n  ie>s  export  at  thr  use  of  tt»r««  cuavrotir'nv  •  <i»    • 
Dyron  «rote  to  Mt.  Murray:  **Do  yt«i  ki*jw  a  t    «     ~ 
can  r/tip/    I  mean  potmi  ef*mma$,  and  ao  M>t)i    %r 
fo*r,  m  sad  hau<l  at  ynur  r"*^1irrl^i'iT  **      p**  *** 
Bfi\m,  vol.  i.  p.  417.  —  Caoksa. 

'  .>m<»l>tt  was  thr  fou*  <t  r.  ani  (or  afessr  yvan  ec 
the  Critical  ILevicw..^  Caoaaa. 


»*■" 


«   •' 


^T.  67. 


BOSWELL'S  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


505 


WS  is  good.  One  of  the  finest  pieces  in  the 
Koirlish  language  is  the  paper  on  Novelty 
\No.  626.]}  yet  we  do  not  bear  it  talked  of. 
It  was  written  by  Grove  \  a  dissenting  teacher" 
Hq  would  not^  I  perceiTed,  call  him  a  dergy^ 
r?<'in,  though  he  was  candid  cnoueh  to  allow 
Terv  i^rcat  merit  to  his  composition.  Mr. 
Murphy  said,  be  remembered  when  there  were 
«eTeral  people  alive  in  London,  who  enjoyed  a 
considerable  reputation  merely  from  liaving 
wrttt<>n  a  paper  in  ^^The  Spectator.**  He 
miniioned  particularly  Mr.  Ince,  who  used  to 
frequent  Tom's  coffee-house.  **  But,**  said 
Jobnson,  **yott  must  consider  how  highly 
Sttvle  speaks  of  Mr.  Ince."  [No.  ^SH."]  He 
wouJd  not  allow  that  the  paper  fNo.  364.]  on 
cirrjint;  a  boy  to  travel,  signed  rhilip  Home- 
bred, which  was  renorted  to  be  written  by  the 
I»r.l  Chancelknr  dardwicke,  had  merit.  He 
^i<l  **  it  was  quite  vulgar,  and  had  nothing 
iuiiiinous.** 

J>hnson  mentioned  Dr.  Barrv*s'  System  of 
Pbv«:c.  M  He  was  a  man,**  said  he,  "  who  had 
tnvj-.vd  a  high  reputation  in  Dublin,  came 
M^r  to  England,  and  brought  his  reputation 
»i'h  Uim;  but  bad  not  great  success.  His 
T'^^K'n  was,  that  pulsation  occasions  death  by 
st'n!:«in ;  and  that,  therefore,  the  way  to  pre- 
-  rte  life  is  to  retard  pulsation.  But  we  know 
tbt  pulsation  is  strongest  in  infants,  and  that 
vv  increase  in  growth  while  it  operates  in  its 
r*?uiir  course; -so  it  cannot  be  the  cause  of 
\  ^traction.**  Soon  afler  this,  he  said  some- 
i^'H^  very  flattering  to  Mrs.  Thrale,  which  I 
''  not  recollect ;  but  it  concluded  with  wishing 
^''  Ions  life.  "  Sir,"  said  I,  "  if  Dr.  Barry^ 
>'H<Mii  be  true,  you  have  now  shortened  Mrs. 
iuii  -0  life,  perbi4)0  some  minutes,  by  acce- 
L-r&ttdg  her  pulsation,'* 


IJOHKSON  TO  MISS  IIETNOLD& 

**  Ai»ll  II.  1776. 
"DrAatsT  Maoam.— -To  bavo  acted,  with  re- 
nni  to  yoUf  in  a  maimer  cither  unfriendly  or  dis- 
'  -(i^Ttful,  would  give  me  great  pain ;  and,  I  hope, 
^>  I  U  alirmyB  Ycry  eontrary  to  my  intention.  That 
1  •' .i'l  &way  was  merely  aocidcntaL  I  have  seldom 
(■  '  .  from  home  ;  and  I  did  not  think  my  opinion 
*'  Jay  to  your  information  in  any  proprieties  of 
•'^ur.  The  poor  parents  of  the  child  are 
f  '">  TTicTed,  and  much  dejected.  The  Journey  to 
•*  ■  -«  pot  off,  but  they  go  to  Bath  on  Monday. 
•^  t  from  you  will  be  well  taken,  and  I  think 
•M.r  .ntimacy  ia  such  that  you  may  very  properly 
}^}  •:  io  a  momtiig.      I  am  sure  that  it  will  be 


_J\>  ,rt  Crmm  wa«  bora  at  Taunton  In  1683,  and  dlH  In 
H  <  p(Mthumout  workj  were  publbbed  by  lubtcrlp- 

"  <  1  'U.  Ato.  Io  1740 WaicMT. 

I  •  ard  Barrj.  Baronet.  —  BofwnL.    He  pabll«hed» 
^  »  carious  work  on  tb«  WInct  of  the  Anclenta... 

"  1  out  ai  this  alloalon  most  have  been  at  the  time, 

'     '  I.  aor  aay  or  the  ntimerooi  persona  I  bare  consulted, 

'  •  'iM^  able  tn  aatlsfy  ourselves  as  to  the  person  here 

T./)rt  Lansdova  aud  Mr.  Markland  thooght   the 

■     '  ''•".rt/to ;  biit  be  WAS  now  olTlhe  stMn.    Dr.  Har- 

*  <^  .^il  W  JamM  Mirlrlntosh  thought  Lord  CarlUla ;  but 


thought  seasonable  and  ktnd»  and  I  wish  you  not  to 

omit  it.     I  am,  dear  Madam,  &c., 

—  Rtjfnoldi  MS,  "  Sam.  Johnson.'*] 

On  Thursday,  April  11.,  I  dined  with  him 
at  Greneral  FaoU*8,  in  whoae  house  I  now  re- 
aided,  and  where  I  had  ever  afWrwards  the 
honour  of  being  entertained  with  the  kindest 
attention  as  his  constant  guest,  while  I  was  in 
London,  till  I  had  a  house  of  my  own  there. 
X  mentioned  my  havinfi:  that  morning  intro- 
duced to  Mr.  Garrick,  Count  Neni,  a  Flemish 
nobleman  of  great  rank  and  fortune,  to  whom 
Garrick  talk^  of  Abel  Drugger  as  a  email 
port;  and  related,  with  pleasant  vanity,  that  a 
Frenchman,  who  had  seen  him  in  one  of  his 
low  characters,  exclaimed  ^  Comment/  je  ne  le 
erois  pae,  Ce  rCeet  pae  Monsieur  Garrick^  ce 
grand  homme  I  Grarrick  added,  with  an  ap- 
pearance of  ^ve  recollection,  "  If  I  were  to 
b^pn  life  again,  I  think  I  should  not  play  those 
low  characters.**  Upon  which  I  observed, 
^*  8ir,  you  would  be  in  the  wrong,  for  your 
great  excellence  is  your  variety  of  playing, 
your  representing  so  well  characters  so  very 
different.  Johnson.  **  Garrick,  Sir,  was  not 
in  earnest  in  what  he  said :  for,  to  be  sure,  hb 
peculiar  excellence  is  his  variety ;  and,  per- 
naps,  there  is  not  any  one  character  which  has 
not  been  as  well  acted  by  somebody  else,  as  he 
could  do  it.**  BoswBLL.  **Why,  then.  Sir, 
did  he  talk  soP*'  Johnson.  '*  Why,  Sir,  to 
make  vou  answer  as  you  did.**  BoewsLL.  **  I 
don't  know,  Sir ;  he  seemed  to  dip  deep  into 
his  mind  for  the  reflection.**  Johnson.  *'  He 
had  not  far  to  dip.  Sir ;  he  had  said  the  same 
thing,  probably,  twenty  times  before.** 

Of  a  nobleman  nused  at  a  very  early  period 
to  high  office,  he  said,  '*His  parts,  Sur,  arc 
pretty  well  for  a  lord ;  but  would  not  be  dis- 
tinguished in  a  man  who  had  nothing  ebe  but 
his  parts."  « 

A  journey  to  Italy  was  still  in  his  thoughts. 
He  said,  **  A  man  who  has  not  been  in  Itiuy  is 
always  conscious  of  an  inferiority,  from  his  not 
havincseen  what  it  is  expected  a  man  should 
see.  xhe  grand  object  of  travelling  is  to  see 
the  shores  of  the  Mediterranean.  On  those 
shores  were  the  four  great  empires  of  the 
world ;  the  Assyrian,  the  Persian,  the  Grecian, 
and  the  Roman.  All  our  religion,  almost  all 
our  law,  almost  all  our  arts,  almost  all  that  sets 
us  above  savages,  has  come  to  us  from  the 
shores  of  the  Mediterranean.**  The  General 
observed,  that  ^  The  Mn>rrKKBANEAN  would 
be  a  noble  subject  for  a  poem.**  ^ 


he  was  not  yet  In  ofBee.  Of  Lord  North  Johnson  used 
to  speak  dliparaflngly,  but  he  eould  not  be  said  to  obtain 
high  oSoe  at  a  erry  earhi  period,  as  he  was  fort3r  when  he 
became  minister.  —  C.,  IRfl.  On  a  further  consideration  of 
all  the  circumstances,  1  incline  to  bellero  that  Lord  SkeL. 
hmm  was  meant,  who  was  in  1766  made  Secretarf  of  State, 
being  then  oniv  twcntjr-nlne,  and  he  was  one  of  the  few 
noblemen  who  had  obtained  high  odlce  with  whom  Johnson 
had  any  acquaintance.  S09  pa§t,  sub  aoth  March,  1783.— 
Cboxse,  1SI6. 

4  Soon  after  Boswetl's  work  appeared,  JmAj  Hesketh  rr- 
eommended  the  **  MiMterraneam  *^  to  Cowper  as  the  sttl]|«ct 


506 


BOSVTELL'S  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


ITTS. 


We  talked  of  translation.  I  said,  I  oonld 
not  define  it,  nor  could  I  think  of  a  similitude  to 
illustrate  it ;  but  that  it  appeared  to  me  the 
translation  of  poetry  coula  oe  onlj  imitation. 
JoHMSoir.  '^Yoamaj  translate  books  of  science 
exactly.  Toa  may  also  translate  history,  in 
so  far  as  it  u  not  embellished  with  oratory, 
which  is  poetioaL  Poetry,  indeed,  cannot  be 
translated ;  and,  therefore,  it  is  the  poets  that 
preserve  languages ;  for  we  would  not  be  at 
the  trouble  to  learn  a  language,  if  we  could 
have  all  that  is  written  in  it  just  as  well  in  a 
translation.  But  as  the  beauties  of  poetry 
cannot  be  i>re8erved  in  any  langna^  except 
that  in  which  it  was  origually  written,  we 
learn  the  language.** 

A  gentleman  maintained  that  the  art  of 
printing  had  hurt  real  learning,  by  disseminating 
idle  writings.  Johhson.  **  Sir,  if  it  had  not 
been  for  &e  art  of  printing,  we  should  now 
have  no  learning  at  all ;  fbr  books  would  have 
perished  faster  than  ^ey  could  have  been 
transcribed.**  This  observation  seems  not  just, 
considering  for  how  many  ages  books  were 
preserved  by  writing  alone. 

The  same  gentleman  maintained,  that  a  ge- 
neral diffusion  of  knowledge  among  a  people 
was  a  disadvantage;  for  it  made  uie  vulgar 
rise  above  their  humble  sphere.  Johhsoii.  "Sir, 
while  knowledge  is  a  distinction,  those  who  are 
possessed  of  it  will  naturally  rise  above  those 
who  are  not.  Mereiv  to  read  and  write  was  a 
distinction  at  first ;  out  we  see  when  reading 
and  writing  have  become  general,  the  common 
people  keep  their  stations.  And  so,  were 
nigher  attainments  to  become  general,  the  ef- 
fect would  be  the  same." 

'*  Groldsmith,'*  he  said,  **  referred  every  thing 
to  vanity ;  his  virtues  and  his  vices  too  were 
from  that  motive.  He  was  not  a  social  man. 
He  never  exchanged  mind  with  you.**  > 

We  spent  the  evening  at  Mr.  Hoole*s.  Mr. 
Mickle,  the  excellent  translator  of  ''The  Lu- 
siad,*'  was  there.  I  have  preserved  little  of 
the  conversation  of  iJiis  evening.  Dr.  Johnson 
■aid,  ''Thomson  had  a  true  poc&al  genius,  the 
power  of  viewing  every  tiling  in  a  poetical 
light.  His  fault  is  such  a  doud  of  woros  some- 
times, that  the  sense  can  haidlv  peep  through. 
Shiels,  who  compiled  'Gibbers  Lives  of  tiie 


of  a  poam,  but  he  modestlj  «xeoMd  hlniMlf,  addlnf ,  that 
It  WM  a  subject  not  for  one  pom  but  tvaotf  ,**  to  which 

lltfOOl  III 


iDdoed,  bot  about  at  prac- 


SoHAhBf  rablaiaA,  **  a  nobla  ral 
ticable  for  a  poem  ai  for  a 
111.  IS.  _  P.  CUHItmOHAM. 

1  TbU  Merai  not  quite  doar.  Poor  GoUrailth  was.  In  the 
ordinary  MOM  of  the  word,  toeiat  and  communicative  to  a 
Cudt.  Or.  Jobnioo  no  doubt  meant,  that  he  vea  too  much 
of  an  ecotlat,  and  too  eafer  In  cooTerMtlon.  to  be  a  man  of 
agreeable  todal  habit* ;  and  although  he  had  no  reterte 
wbatMWf  er,  and  opened  whatever  he  bad  lo  hli  mind  with  the 
otmoetcoDfldence  of  tndlKietioa  (mm  pautm),  jtt  **  never 
tsekmmgtt  mind;*'  that  la,  he  never  pailendj  imterekm^ed 
oplolona—  Caoan. 


>  A  noted  hlfhwMrman  [bv  name  John  Raonl  who,  after 
havint  been  eeverai  time*  fried  and  acqulUed,  was  at  laat 
haoMd  [on  Nov.  SO.  1774].  He  waa  remarkable  for  fopperjr 
In  hU  drew,  and  parUcularlj  Cor  weering  a  bunch  of  ilxteen 
■tringt  at  the  kaeea  of  hi*  breechea Boawiu. 

•  •^Gr«jr.  Johoann  lahl,  waa  the  very  Tort*  of  poetry;  he 


Poets,*  was  one  dinr  sittine  with  ne.  I  took 
down  Thomson,  ana  read  mood  a  luge  yx\m 
of  him,  and  then  asked,  — Is  not  this  fine? 
Shiels  having  expressed  the  highest  sdnintiio 
—  'Well,  S&,*  said  I,  'I  have  omttsd  e^er 
other  line.*  ** 

I  related  a  dispute  between  GoUnitk  la^i 
Mr.  Robert  Dodaley,  one  day  when  tkcy  ndl 
were  dining  at  Tcmi  Davies*s,  in  1762.  GoU- 
smith  asserted,  thai  there  wu  no  poetry  fry- 
duced  in  this  age.    Dodsley  meiled  to  bb 
own  collection,  and  maintained,  thst  tJbofii^ 
yon  could   not  find  a  palace  like  Drrdas 
"Ode  on  St.  Cecilia*s  I^y,**  yoa  had  villi^ 
composed  of  very  pretty  houses ;  sad  be  ikb- 
tioned  particukrly  "  The  Spleen.*     Joufos 
"  I  thiiuc  Dodsley  gave  up  the  qoeitioD.  Ht 
and  Goldsmith  said  the  same  thha ;  onlj  »■ 
said  it  in  a  softer  manner  than  GoMsmitb  dj^. 
for  he  acknowledged  there  was  no  poetrj,  tx^ 
thing  that  towered  above  the  conuaoa  nszi. 
You  may  find  wit  and  humour  in  vcne,  %:•[ 
yet  no  poetry.    '  Hudibras  *  has  a  profusko  ^i 
these ;  yet  it  is  not  to  be  reckoned  spon 
'The  Spleen,*  in  DodsleVs  collection,  oovbi^ 
you  say  he  chiefly  rested,  is  not  poetr? ."  B>»- 
WELL.    "  Does  not  Gray's  poel^,  Sir,  lwi»' 
above  the  common  mark  P  **    Johbsojl  **  1> 
Sh*;  but  we  must  attend  to  the  differeo^r  tr- 
tween  what  men  in  general  cmnoi  do  it  u-' 
would,  and  what  every  man  may  do  if  he  v'  -- 
Sizteen-string  Jack  *  towered  above  the  cacr 
mon  mark.**    Boawnx.     *«  Hien,  Sir,  wkai  a 
poetry?**    Jomrsov.    *•  Whv,  Sir,  it  is  t^ 
easier  to  say  what  it  is  not    We  ail  kmm^ 
light  is ;  but  it  is  not  easy  to  teO  what  it  a 

On  Friday,  April  12.,  I  dined  with  ks  r 
our  friend  Tom  Daries^s,  where  we  net  U: 
Cradock^  of  Leicesierslure,  anthor  of '/«* 
beide,**  a  tragedy ;  a  veir  pleasing  gm^'^ 
to  whom  my  friend  Dr.  fanner's  very  tx^^  ■  '  * 
Essay  on  the  Learning  of  Shakspesre  »  - 
dressed;  and  Dr.  Hanrood,  who  has  «^'~  ' 
and  published  various  worlcs,  paiticiua.H*  \ 
fantastical  translation  of  the  New  Tesuz'S'- 
in  modem  phrase,  and  with  %  Socimsa  t«^ 

I  introduced  Aristotle*s  doctrine,  in  ktf  ^^^ 


of  Poetry,**  of  "  raOopoic 

purging  of  the  passions,*"  aa  ^  F|^^ 

tragedy .<    "  But  how  are  the  n^iiiim  t.  *■ 


plagred  hb  eomauahma  ao 
miataken  bf  manj  for  a 


Jmopktktgmg.  Torr(waaaforeig«Mr»hoMhitAii4>*'' 
of  aplendid  8re-worka  at  MxrvtHMMw  Cardeea  —  (  *'^^ 
« ^Who  pobUahed.  IDISSS.  ^IkMotoa  ef  Mft  awa  r«« 

of  which  I  have  made 


*  He  la  mora  advaalageoodjrkaDvwhf  avert  ••»•  ' 
aka     Thta  poor  nan  had,  abont  I7n»  a  Hiela  *    ■  * 
which  rendered  hla  a  oippla,  «ad«  In  t7m»  W  ^  - 
the  European  Magaafaie.  a  latier,  wviitea  ae  he*  '  ' 
BlahopLowih,  to  ahow  that  the  blilinn.  tfc  wgi  »-»*'' 
dlaaentcra,  waa  hind  and  liberal  tovaraa  bte.aM ^•'^  *^ 
he  aaya,  to  the  laat  rear  of  hla  lllie,t» 
£mromtmm  MUgmume,  I7«S.  p.  411.  -.  Cw 

*  See  an  taigeolotta  eaaevao   tkla  eel 

Moor,  Greek  proteor  at  GU^ow Boavmju    9*  • 

learned  note  on  thU  paaease  of  Ariaioitek  bf  Br  T*w 
hla  admirable  tnnalatloa  of  the  roerica.  lai  whfea  iw  • 
eaplaaotiona  of  other  crhlca  aaw  eaMMarvi  «>*  ' 
Dr.lloor*a  muf  U  partkalarij  dlannne*.  -><l 


m  • 
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purj^d  hj  terror  and  pit/  P  **  said  I,  with  an 
■sfluned  air  of  ignonuioe,  to  incite  him  to  talk, 
for  which  it  was  often  necessary  to  employ 
0orae  addreas.  JoBvaoir.  ^*  Why,  Sir,  you  are 
to  conaider  what  ia  the  meaning  of  purging  in 
the  original  aenae.  It  is  to  expel  impontiefl 
from  the  hmnan  body.  The  mind  ia  aubject  to 
the  same  imperfection.  The  pasaiona  are  the 
great  morera  of  human  actiona ;  but  they  are 
mixed  with  auch  impuritieB,  that  it  ia  neceaaary 
they  should  be  pureed  or  refined  by  meana  of 
terror  and  pity.  For  inatanoe,  ambition  is  a 
noble  passion  ;  but  by  seeinj^  upon  the  stage, 
tbftt  a  man  who  ia  so  excessively  ambitious  as 
to  raise  himself  by  ixnusdce  ia  puniahed,  we 
are  tenified  at  the  fatal  consequences  of  such  a 
pa.^iion.  In  the  same  manner,  a  certain  degree 
t*{  reeentment  is  necessary  ;  but  if  we  aee  that 
3  man  carries  it  too  far,  we  pity  the  object  of 
it,  and  are  taught  to  moderate  that  passion." 
Mj  record  upon  this  occasion  does  ^at  in- 
j'i?tice  to  Jonnaon*s  expression,  whi<m  was  so 
torcible  and  brilliant,  that  Mr.  Cradock  whis- 
per.>d  me,  '^  O  that  his  words  were  written  in 

•  book!"* 

I  obserred,  the  great  defect  of  the  tragedy 
Af  *^Othello  '*  waa,  that  it  had  not  a  moral ;  for 
that  no  man  could  resist  the  cixcumatancea  of 
■i-picion  which  were  artfully  augpested  to 
Othello's  mind.  Johnson.  "  In  the  first  place, 
"^tr,  we  learn  irom  Othello  this  very  useful 
Bviral,  not  to  make  an  unequal  match ;  in  the 
■•*<*()nd  place,  we  learn  not  to  vield  too  readily 
t<i  sQopicion.  The  handkerchief  is  merely  a 
*ri  k,  though  a  very  pretty  trick ;  but  there 
-*>*  no  other  circumstances  of  reasonable  aus- 
I'i  um,  except  what  ia  related  by  lago  of  Cas- 

•  '>'»  warm  ezpreaaions  concerning  Desdemona 
ill  hii  sleep ;  and  that  depended  entirely  upon 
tW  aft^ertjon  of  one  man.  No,  Sir,  I  tmnk 
<>thtIlo  has  more  moral  than  almoet  any  play.** 

Talking  of  a  penurioua  gentleman  *  of  our 
»4uaintanee,  Johnson  said,  **  Sir,  he  ia  narrow, 
&'»t  10  much  from  avarice,  as  from  impotence 
t"  if)cnd  hia  mooey.  He  cannot  fina  in  his 
b'-art  to  pour  oat  a  bottle  of  wine ;  but  he 
^"'iM  not  much  care  if  it  should  sour.** 

11*?  said,  he  wished  to  see  ^  John  I>ennis*s 
( ritiral  Works  **  collected.  Davies  said,  they 
^  '  «M  not  sell.  Dr.  Johnson  seemed  to  think 
•^rwise. 

Dav  i<4  !iaid  of  a  well-known  dramatic  author', 
^  **  he  lived  npon  Dotted  dariesj  and  that  he 
^•'  his  way  aa  Hannibal  did,  by  vinecar; 
UTin;;  began  by  attacking  people,  particuurly 
thf  nUyera." 

He  reminded  Dr.  Jdmaon  of  Mr.  Marphy*a 


'  P^tiapt,  m  Dr.  Hall  otawrred,  an  allatlao  to  Job  xtz.  SB. 
f*%  ikat  w^  v^dt  were  mam  mrttuu!  OM,  tAat  tkep  toere 
y^iiW  te  «  kmk  f  ^  CaoKH 

'  1  mtpttt  cait  wat  Mid  of  Garrfck  lo  ooa  of  tlMM«alt«n»- 
**^*^  tia—iii  and  prait«.  Id  which  h«  Died  to  talk  of  him, 
*2  vkiek  $k  Jotboa  B«^doM«  wcordtd  lo  two,  not  alto^ 
f^"  taMftaatT.  dlaloflUM,  fro  and  com —  Caoam. 

'  '^  r  iutt  Macklntom  Cboagbt  Cumberland  wai  meant. 
I  in  ttpv  latliflad  tbal  U  was  Arthur  Murphy —  Caoftn, 


having  paid  him  the  highest  compliment  that 
ever  was  paid  to  a  layman,  by  asking  his 
pardon  for  repeating  some  oaths  m  the  courae 
of  telling  a  story.* 

Johnson  and  I  supped  this  evening  at  the 
Crown  and  Anchor  tavern,  in  company  with 
Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  Mr.  Langton,  Mr.  Nairne, 
now  one  of  the  Scotch  judges,  with  the  title  of 
Lord  Dunsinan  ^  and  my  very  worthy  friend. 
Sir  William  Forbes,  of  Pitsligo. 

We  discussed  the  question,  whether  drinking 
improved  conversation  and  benevolence.  Sir 
Joshua  maintained,  it  did.  Jobnson.  ^^No, 
Sir:  before  dinner  men  meet  with  great  in- 
equality of  understanding ;  and  those  who  are 
conacious  of  their  inferiority  have  the  modesty 
not  to  talk.  When  they  have  drunk  wine, 
every  num  feels  himself  happy,  and  loses  that 
modesty,  and  grows  unpudent  and  vociferous : 
but  he  is  not  improved :  he  is  only  not  sensible 
of  his  defects.**  Sir  Joshua  said  the  Doctor 
was  talking  of  the  efiecta  of  excess  in  wine ; 
but  that  a  moderate  glasa  enlivened  the  mind, 
by  giving  a  proper  circulation  to  the  blood, 
^  1  am,**  said  he,  '*in  very  good  spirits  when  I 
get  up  in  the  morning.  By  dinner-time  I  am 
exhausted ;  wine  puts  me  in  the  same  state  as 
when  I  got  up :  and  I  am  sure  that  moderate 
drinking  makes  people  talk  better.**  Johnson. 
^^  No,  Sir :  wine  mves  not  light,  gay,  ideal  hi- 
larity ;  but  tumultuous,  noisy,  clamorous  mer- 
riment. I  have  heard  none  of  those  drunken, 
— nay,  drunken  ia  a  coarse  word,  —  none  of 
those  otmms  flights.**  Su  Jo8hua.  **  Be- 
cause you  have  sat  by,  quite  sober,  and  felt  an 
envy  m  the  happiness  of  those  who  were  drink- 
ing.** Johnson.  ^  Perhaps,  contempt.  And, 
Sir,  it  ia  not  necessary  to  be  drunk  one*s  self, 
to  relish  the  wit  of  drunkenness.  Do  we  not 
judge  of  the  drunken  wit  of  the  dialogue  be- 
tween lago  and  Cassio,  the  laoat  exceUent  in 
its  kind,  when  we  are  quite  sober  ?  Wit  is 
wit,  by  whatever  means  it  ia  produced ;  and,  if 
good,  will  appear  so  at  all  times.  I  admit  that 
the  s{»rits  are  raised  bv  drinking,  as  by  the 
common  partidpation  of  any  pleaaure :  cock- 
fighting  or  bear-baiting  will  raiae  the  apirits  of 
a  company,  as  drinking  does,  though  surely 
they  will  not  improve  conversation.  I  also 
admit,  that  there  are  some  sluggish  men  who 
are  improved  by  drinking ;  as  Siere  are  fruits 
which  are  not  cood  till  they  are  rotten.  There 
are  auch  men,  out  they  are  medlars.  I  indeed 
allow  that  there  have  been  a  very  few  men  of 
talents  who  were  improved  by  drinking ;  but 
I  maintain  that  I  am  right  as  to  the  effects  of 
drinking  in  general :  and  let  it  be  conaidered. 


*  Hawkim  sayf  that  when  a  lfb«rtloe  of  tome  note  (pro- 
bablj  Torn  Herrpy,  p.  183.)  wai  talkinf  Iwfora  him,  and  In- 
teriardfaig  hif  ttociet  wlUi  oathi.  JoboMO  aald,  *•  Sir.  all  this 
■wearinf  will  do  nothlof  for  our  ttorjr ;  I  beg  you  will  not 
•wear.**  The  narrator  went  on  fwearwa:  lohnMM  laid.  **  I 
moic  i^aln  entreat  you  not  to  tvear."  He  swore  again ; 
Johnson  quitted  the  room.  —  CaoKva. 

*  S—tmU,  p.  S8an.4.  ~C. 
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that  there  is  no  position,  however  false  in  its 
universality,  which  is  not  true  of  some  parti- 
cular man.  Sir  William  Forbes  said,  *^  Might 
not  a  man  warmed  with  wine  be  like  a  bottle 
of  beer,  which  is  made  brisker  hy  being  set 
before  the  fire."  ^  Naj,**  said  Johnson,  laugh- 
ing, **  I  cannot  answer  that :  that  is  too  much 
for  me." 

I  observed,  that  wine  did  some  people  harm, 
by  inflaming,  confusing,  and  imtatmg  their 
minds;  but  that  the  experience  of  mankind 
had  declared  in  favour  of  moderate  drinking. 
JoHif  SON.    ^  Sir,  I  do  not  say  it  is  wrong  to 

Sroduce  self-complacencj  by  (Urinking ;  I  only 
eny  that  it  improves  the  mind.  When  I 
drank  wine  \  I  scorned  to  drink  it  when  in 
company.  I  have  drunk  many  a  bottle  by 
myself;  in  the  first  place,  because  I  had  need 
or  it  to  raise  my  spirits ;  in  the  second  place, 
because  I  would  nave  nobody  to  witness  its 
^fiects  upon  me.** 

He  told  us,  **'  almost  all  his  Ramblers  were 
written  just  as  they  were  wanted  for  the  press ; 
that  he  sent  a  certain  portion  of  the  copy  of  an 
essay,  and  wrote  the  remainder,  while  the 
former  part  of  it  was  printing.  When  it  was 
wanted,  and  he  had  fairly  sat  down  to  it,  he 
was  sure  it  would  be  done." 

He  said,  that,  for  general  improvement,  a 
man  should  read  whatever  his  immediate  in- 
clination prompts  him  to ;  though,  to  be  sure, 
if  a  man  has  a  science  to  learn,  ne  must  regu- 
larly and  resolutely^  advance.  He  added, 
^*  what  we  read  with  inclination  makes  a  much 
stronger  impression.  If  we  read  without  in- 
clination, half  the  mind  is  employed  in  fixing 
the  attention ;  so  there  is  but  one  half  to  be 
employed  on  what  we  read.**  He  told  us,  he 
read  Fielding*s  ^Amelia**  through  without 
stopping.*  He  said,  ^  If  a  man  begins  to  read 
in  the  middle  of  a  book,  and  feels  an  inclina- 
tion to  go  on,  let  him  not  quit  it,  to  go  to  the 
beginning.  He  may,  perhapa,  not  feel  again 
the  inclination.** 

Sir  Joshua  mentioned  Mr.  Cumberland*s 
^  Odes,**  which  were  just  published.  Jobhsoh. 
"  Why,  Sir,  they  would  have  been  thought  as 
good  as  odes  commonly  are,  if  Cumberland  had 
not  put  his  name  to  them ;  but  a  name  imme- 


t  Thr>  ttronitest  liquort,  MfS  Havkini,  and  In  very  Urge 
quantities,  produced  no  other  effect  on  him  than  moderntn 
exhilaration.  Once,  and  but  once,  he  if  Itiiown  to  hate  had 
hU  do«c ;  a  circumstance  which  he  hlmtolf  discovered,  on 
finding  one  of  hii  sesquipedalian  words  hang  Are;  he  then 
started  up,  and  grarelf  observed.  —  **!  think  it  time  we 
•hould  go  to  bed."  Mrs.  Piosii  tells  us  that  hit  fiiTourita 
beverage  was  port.  In  large  draughts,  tweetenai  with  tttgar  or 
capiliaire :  but  that  wms  In  his  earlier  dajr.  **Aiter  a  ten  years' 
forbearance  of  every  Suld  except  tea  and  sherbet,  I  drank," 
said  he  to  Hawkins,  "  one  glass  of  wine  to  thi»  health  of  Mr 
Joshua  Revnolds,  on  the  evening  of  the  daj  [Dec.  17i>f)J 
on  which  he  was  knighted.  I  never  swallowed  another 
drop,  till  old  Madeira  was  prescribed  to  ne  as  a  cof  dial 
during  mj  present  lodispositiun ;  but  this  liquor  did  nut 
relish  as  foraerlj,  and  1  therefore  discontinued  IL"  — 
CaoKsn. 

*  We  have  here  an  Involuntarr  testimony  to  the  excellence 
of  this  admirmble  writer,  to  whom  we  have  seen  that  Dr. 
Johnson  tftrvri/jr  allowed  so  little  merit.  ->  Bosw  kll.  John- 
son  appanrs  tu  have    been   porticuiarly  pleased  with  the 


L. 


diately  draws  censure,  unless  it  be  s  nsme  tbt  ' 
bears  down  every  thing  before  it  Nay,  Cam-  < 
berland  has  made  his  ^Odea*  subsidiary  to  the  i 
fame  of  another  man.'  They  might  hsTe  nm  . 
well  enough  by  themselves;  but  he  hat  fi<n 
only  loaded  them  with  a  name,  but  bsa  mAik  | 
them  carry  double.** 

We  talked  of  the  reviews,  and  Dr.  Johnma  , 
spoke  of  them  as  he  did  at  ThnJe*s.  Sir  JcKioa 
said,  what  I  have  often  thought,  that  be  irob-  < 
dered  to  find  so  much  good  writing  emplmei 
in  them,  when  the  authors  were  to  reauuD  ld- 
known,  and  so  could  not  have  the  motives' 
fame.    Johnson.  ^  Nay,  Sir,  those  who  imte  ; 
in  them,  write  well  in  order  to  be  paid  wel " 

[JOHNSON  TO  MISS  REYNOLDS.       | 

"  DsAREST  Madax,  —  l^lieD  you  calleil  o:.  Ma  i 
Thrale,  I   find  by   enquiry   that   the  va$  rnJ)  ^ 
abroad.     The  same  thing  happened  to  Mrv  Moo-  , 
tagu,  of  which  I  beg  you  to  inform  her,  far  't*  , 
went  likcwiae  by  mj  opinion.     The  dcni:.!  if  >: 
had  been  feigned,   would  not  have  pksu-<i  tta.  < 
Your  Ttsits,   however,  arc  kindly  paid,  and  Ti-n 
kindly  taken.  We  are  going  to  Bath  this  mon.;":. 
but  I  could  not  part  without  telling  you  the  -«• 
state  of  your  viait.  —  I  am,  dearest  Madam,  &t . 
— RqfmMt  MS,  **  Sax.  Jouhs^^-  ] 

Soon  after  this  day,  he  went  to  Bath  «i.t 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thrale.  I  had  never  &w-n  *.l' 
beautiful  city,  and  wished  to  take  tlie  vi\'  :- 
tunity  of  visiting  it  while  Johnson  was  u.'r' 
Having  written  to  him,  I  received  the  tuuvv- 
ing  answer :  — 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

••DcAa  Sia,_Why  do  you  talk  of  w^':^'" 
When  did  I  neglect  you?  If  you  will  co^m  ^ 
Bath,  we  shall  all  be  ghid  to  ac*  yon.  C  -^ 
therefore,  as  soon  aa  you  can.—  But  I  have  a  i  "■• 
buainesa  for  you  at  Loodoii.  Bid  Francis  Wui  «- 
the  paper  drawer  of  the  cheat  of  drawers  in  aat  br4. 
chamhcr,  for  two  cases* ;  one  tar  the  atter^  «• 
general,  and  one  fertha  aolacttor-gcnmL  I-"* 
lie,  I  think,  at  the  top  of  my  papcn ;  otbrrv.w 
they  are  somewhere  clae^  and  wdl  give  on  z-^* 
trouble. 


character  of  the  heroine  of  this  mornl.    ■*  nis  an** 
veractt]:,'*  saf s  Mrs.  Piosti.**  was  wttboat  e^tsal  er  r\A- 
and  when  I  mentioned  Clarissa  aa  m  perfacs  char^"' 
the  contrary."  said  he,  **  rott  majr  obaM^e  tb«T»  t*  • 
lomethinK  which  she  prefers  to  tmth."*    **  F\rldx«'t  ^ 
was  the  most  pleasiof  heroine  of  nil  tW  rnmsnm     t  ■ 
"  but  that  vile  broken  nose,  never  cured,  rutecd  it'  * 
prrliaps  the  only  book,  of  which,  beini:  firUiC^ 
/takedf]  beumes  one  momlns.  a  new  edittan  ^ 
before  nicht.**  •>  Jmeedotrt,  p.  311 .  —  Sfaut^a. 

'  Mr.  Roroney.  the  p«inter,  who  bna  ao 
blished  a  high  reputation.  —  Bo^wiu..     A  <«•    >  ■ 
mifht  be  written  on  the  reputatloai  of  waiaeH^    )* 
Walpole  UlVed  at  one  time  of  Hmwaam^  aa  of  «  »«' 
fame  with  Htynoldt ;    and  Ha; ley  dedlcwtvd  hr*  '«** 
as  It  was)  to  Romney.    What  U  a  plctarw  of 
Romncy  now  worth  ?  — Cftoicn. 

*  These  cases  related  prohabty  to  «  lew-scst  •* 
Taylor  was  carrying  on,  and  In  whkii  Or. 
him  with  Ills  aUf  ice.  ~  Caoata. 


I 
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**  FIcMe  to  write  to  me  immediately,  if  they  can 
be  found.  Make  my  compliments  to  all  our  friends 
loond  the  world,  and  to  Mrs.  Williams  at  home. 


—  I  am,  Sir,  your,  &e. 


u 


Sax.  JoHxrsov.** 


**  Search  for  the  papers  as  soon  as  you  can,  that, 
if  it  is  necessary,  I  may  write  to  you  again  before 
jou  come  down.** 


CHAPTER  LVI. 


1776. 

Bow^Bti  VUU  io  Bath  and  Sriiiol  —  Rowlejf** 
AoRs.  _  CkaUertom,  —  GarrieVM  "  Archer.'*  — 
Br^  CrtaHom.  —  ChaUrJUUCi  "  Lettera,'*  — 
SoUt  om  Shaitpeare,  —  lAueury,  —  Oglethorpe, 
Lord  Elibank.  —  Concenatiom.  —  Egotiem.  — 
Dr,  OUfitUL — Coemmentatort  om  the  BiUe, — 
Tkmp$OH*e  Cote,  —  Dinner  at  Mr.  DiUj^'e. — 
M»  WUhee.  —  FooU*a  Mhucry.  —  Garrieh*e 
Wit,  —  Biography.  —  Drgden.  —  COibar^e  Ifage. 
'^^'DifficUe  eei  proprii,"  ^. ^  City  Ptiets.^ 
«  Diobolme  BogieT  —  Lord  Bwte.  _  Mre. 
KMowke.^Mra.Rmid. 

051  the  26tli  April,  I  went  to  Bath ;  imd  on 
nj  txnftX  at  the  Pelican  inn,  found  lying  for 
ose  in  obliging  inTitation  from  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Thnlci  by  w£>m  I  was  agreeably  entertained 
almost  oonttantlj  during  my  stay.  They  were 
.*<>De  to  the  rooma :  but  there  was  a  kind  note 
trom  Dr.  JohnaoDt  that  he  should  sit  at  home 
i!l  the  cTening.  I  went  to  him  directly ;  and 
>rfure  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thrale  returned,  we  had 
W  oarselTes  some  hours  of  tea-drinking  and 
ulk. 

1  shall  group  together  such  of  his  sayings  as 
I  pn-senr^  during  the  few  days  that  I  was  at 
Btth. 

Of  a  pmoD  [Mr.  Burke]  who  differed  from 
^  in  politics,  be  said,  ^  In  private  life  he  is 
•  very  nonest  gentleman ;  but  I  will  not  allow 
bin  to  be  so  m  public  life.  People  may  be 
i^'iocst,  though  they  are  doing  wrong :  that  is, 
^ween  their  Maker  and  them.  But  toe,  who 
m  fttficring  by  their  pernicious  conduct)  are 
to  destroy  tEem«  We  are  sure  that  [Burke] 
iru  from  uterest.  We  know  what  his  genuine 
pnnciples  were.'  They  who  allow  their 
{«»noDi  to  confound  the  distinctions  between 
nght  and  wrong,  are  criminaL  They  may  be 
^vixioed;  but  tbev  have  not  eome  honesti/ 
^1  their  ooBvietioo. 


'  H«  MMM,  Ihst.  in  esrilsr  lib,  Ocy/st  Che  Gub.  knew 
^  Burfea  vtt  not  wbst  Jolmaoa  would  csU  a  Whig.— 
■'•Sari* iBiad  st  he bMin— 

"  Thti  m  of  aBPtrs,  wbera  be  ros^  he  wt !  **—  Cbokbb. 

*  Tht  «U«r  Mr.  LsDfUm.  -  HAwk.  Mem,  It  U  not  «My 
*»  aadtTKAQd  how  any  jIUrotIm  ooold  h«T«  corvd  a  mtad  of 
wh  u  cnw  M  tbti. -.  CeoaiB. 

'  1  a«  Mm  thai  there  are  no  incmoirt  of  the  Rer.  Robert 
"w.  tk«aMihor  of  this  poem.  Ho  wai  the  repreirotatlve  of 
^  uncut  fually  of  BUJr.  of  Blair,  In  Ajmhira ;  t>ut  tb« 
'"'^  iu4  teeaMod  toa  female,  ana  afterwards  pauad  to 


It  having  been  mentioned,  I  know  not  with 
what  truth,  that  a  certain  female  political 
writer  [Mrs.  Macaulay],  whose  docti*ine9  he 
disliked,  had  of  late  become  yery  fond  of  dressy 
sat  hours  together  at  her  toilet,  and  even  put 
on  rouge : — Johnson.  '^  She  is  better  empk>yed 
at  her  toilet,  than  using  her  pen.  It  is  better 
she  should  be  reddening  her  own  cheeks,  than 
blackening  other  people  s  characters.** 

He  told  us  that  ^  Addison  wrote  BudgelPs 
papers  in  the  Spectator,  at  least  mended  them 
so  much  that  he  made  them  almost  his  own ; 
and  that  Draper,  Tonson's  partner,  assured 
Mrs.  Johnson,  that  the  much  admired  Epi- 
logue to  '  The  Distressed  Mother,*  which  came 
out  in  Budgell*s  name,  was  in  reality  written 
by  Addison.** 

**The  mode  of  government  by  one  maybe  ill 
adapted  to  a  smali  society,  but  is  best  for  a 
great  nation.  The  characteristic  of  our  own 
government  at  present  is  imbecility.  The 
magistrates  dare  not  call  the  guards  for  fear 
of  being  hanged.  The  guards  will  not  come 
for  fear  of  being  given  up  to  the  blind  rage  of 
popular  juries.** 

Of  the  father'  of  one  of  our  friends  he  ob- 
served, *^IIe  never  clarified  his  notions,  by 
filtrating  them  through  other  minds.  He  had 
a  canal  upon  his  estate,  where  at  one  place  the 
bank  was  too  low.  I  dug  the  canal  deeper,*' 
said  he. 

He  told  me  that  *^  so  long  ago  as  1748,  he 
had  read  ^The  Grave,  a  Poem,*'  but  did  not 
like  it  much.**  I  differed  from  him ;  for  though 
it  is  not  equal  throughout,  and  is  seldom 
elegantly  correct,  it  abounds  in  solemn  thought 
ana  poetical  imagery  beyond  the  common 
reach.  The  world  has  differed  from  him ;  for 
the  poem  has  passed  through  many  editions, 
and  IS  still  much  read  by  people  of  a  serious 
cast  of  mind. 

A  literary  lady  of  large  fortune  [Mrs.  Mon- 
tagu] was  mentioned,  as  one  who  did  good  to 
many,  but  by  no  means  ^  by  stealth  ;**  and  in- 
stead of  "blushing  to  find  it  fame,**  acted 
evidently  from  vanity.  Johnson.  "I  have 
seen  no  beings  who  do  as  much  good  from 
benevolence,  as  she  does,  from  whatever 
motive.  If  there  are  such  under  the  earth,  or 
in  the  clouds,  I  wish  they  would  come  up,  or 
come  down*  ^  What  Soame  Jenyns  sa^s  upon 
this  subject  is  not  to  be  minded ;  he  is  a  wit. 
No,  Sir ;  to  act  from  pure  benevolence  is  not 
possible  for  finite  beings.  Human  benevolence 
IS  mingled  with  vanity,  interest,  or  some  other 
motive.*** 


th«  too  of  her  htubaad  bjr  'another  marrlaga.  Ho 
ralnlttar  of  tha  partih  of  Athalitanoford,  whore  Mr.  John 
Home  waa  hli  fuccettor }  lo  that  It  may  truly  bo  called 
clatsle  gronod.  HU  ton,  who  it  of  the  aame  name,  and  a 
man  emuient  for  taleots  and  leamhif ,  is  now,  with  uolrenal 
approbation,  toUdtor^general  of  SeoUaod.  ~.  Boaw  ii.i.  And 
waa  aftrrwiird*  Lord  Precident  of  the  Coort  of  Sesikni. 
A  life  of  Blair  it  giren  in  the  cditloof  of  the  RnglUh  Poeu  by 
Aoderfon  and  Chalmer*.  He  died  lo  1746,  in  bia  forty- 
le? enth  year.  -~  CaoKBB. 
«  The  peniion  which  Mri.  Hontaga  had  lately  Mttled  oo 
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He  would  not  allow  me  to  praife  a  lady^ 
then  at  Bath ;  obsenring,  **  She  does  not  gam 
upon  me.  Sir;  I  think  her  empty-headed.** 
Ue  was,  indeed,  a  atem  critic  upon  charactera 
and  manners.  Eren  Mrs.  Thrale  did  not 
escape  his  friendly  animadversion  at  times. 
When  he  and  I  were  one  day  endeaTonring  to 
ascertain,  article  bjr  artidci  how  one  of  our 
friends  '  could  possibly  spend  as  much  money 
in  his  family  as  ne  told  us  he  did,  she  inter- 
rupted us  by  a  lively  extravagant  sally,  on  the 
expense  of  clothing  his  children,  describing  it 
in  a  very  ludicrous  and  fanciful  manner. 
Johnson  looked  a  little  angry,  and  said,  **Nay, 
Madam,  when  you  are  declaiming,  declaim; 
and  when  you  are  calculating,  calculate.**  At 
another  time,  when  she  8ai<^  perhaps  affect- 
edly, "I  don't  like  to  fly;**— Johhsoh.  "  With 
your  wings,  Madam,  you  mutt  fly :  but  have  a 
care,  there^  are  dippers  abroad.^  How  very 
well  was  this  said,  and  how  fully  has  experience 
proved  the  truth  of  it!  But  have  they  not 
clipped  rather  rwdeUf^  and  gone  a  great  deal 
doeer  than  was  necessary?' 

A  gentleman  expressed  a  wish  to  go  and 
live  three  years  at  Otaheit^  or  New  ^aland, 
in  order  to  obtain  a  full  acquaintance  with 
people  so  totally  different  from  all  that  we 
nave  ever  known,  and  be  satisfied  what  pure 
nature  can  do  for  man.  Johhsoh.  **What 
could  you  learn.  Sir  P  What  can  savages  tell, 
but  what  they  themselves  have  seen  ?  Of  the 
past  or  the  invisible  they  can  tell  nothing.  The 
inhabitants  of  Otaheit^  and  New  Zealand  are 
not  in  a  state  of  pore  nature ;  for  it  u  d|ain 
they  broke  off  from  some  other  people.  Had 
they  grown  out  of  the  ground,  you  tniaiit  have 
judged  of  a  state  of  puro  nature.  Fancifiil 
people  may  talk  of  a  mythology  being  amongst 
them;  but  it  must  be  invention.  They  have 
once  had  religion,  which  has  been  gradually 
debased.  And  what  account  of  th^  religion 
can  yon  suppose  to  be  learnt  from  aava^f 
Only  consider.  Sir,  oar  own  state :  oor  religion 
is  in  a  bo<^ ;  we  have  an  order  of  men  whose 
duty  it  is  to  teach  it ;  we  have  one  day  in  the 
wedc  set  apart  for  it,  and  this  is  in  general 
pretty  well  observed:  yet  ask  the  first  ten 
gross  men  you  meet,  and  hear  what  they  can 
tell  of  their  religion.** 

On  Monday,  April  29.,  he  and  I  made  an 
excnrsion  to  Bristol,  whero  I  was  entertained 


Miu  WlUliaB  (M*  Mtf.  B.  498.)  would  naturftlljr  aceoaat  for 
thli  derence  of  that  Udj^  beoeflccnce.  tnit  it  •eetnf  alto  to 
have  indured  Johnaon  to  tpfak  of  b«r  Intelli^rtual  powers  fai 
a  strain  of  paMgrrte  ai  «Kcestiv«  at  hit  former  depreciation ; 
but  1  can  teareely  bdiere  that  be  ever  eoold  bare  spoken  of 
her  In  tuefa  terms  at  the  food-oatured  Miss  RcToolds  relates. 
**  Sir/*  he  would  saj,  **Uiat  lady  exerts  more  wtmd  in  con. 
Ttraation  than  aay  person  I  ever  met  with  :  Sir.  she  dItpUjrs 
such  powers  of  ratfocinatloa  ~  such  radiatioot  of  intellectual 
eacellence,  at  are  amasing  ! "—  CROKta. 

*  Thlt  hat  been  soppoecd  to  be  Mtss  Haimah  More;  Tet  It 
seems  hard  to  conoelTe  in  what  warward  faocj  he  ctniid  call 
her  **empCjr.he^ed.'*  —  C.JIBO.  I  am  glad  to  find,  ttom 
liannah  More*l  Letters,  rrcentlj  pubhshcd,  that  mr  doubt 
WM  well  founded.  She  was  at  this  tine  In  London. 
could  not  hare  been  the  person  meant.  <^  CaOKia.  IfOA. 

*  Mr.  LangtoQ.  *  CaoKiB. 


I 


\ 


with  seeing  him  enquire  upon  the  not  into  th«  ' 
authenticity  of  **  nowley*s  poetry,   is  1  hsd  i 
seen   him   enquire   upoo  tae  spot  'nio  tk 
authenticity  of  "Ossian*s   poetiy"   Geore? 
Gatcot,  the  pewterer,  who  was  ss  xesious  fur 
Rowley  as  ur.  Hugh  Blair  was  for  0&?ian  (1 
trust  my  reverend  friend  will  excuse  tbe  c<in- 
parison),  attended  us  at  our  inn,  and  vith  i 
triumphant  air  of  lively  simplicity,  called  cm'. 
*^  I  *11  make  Dr.  Johnson  a  convert**  Dr.  J^'bu- 
son,  at  his  desire,  read  aloud  some  of  Cli&Ui>i- 
ton*8  fabricated  verses ;  while  Catcot  stolid  at 
the  back  of  his  chair,  moving  himself  Ike  i 
pendulum,  and  beating  time  with  hit  fecU  vA 
now  and  then  looking  mto  Dr.  Johnsoo's  iitt. 
wondering  that  he  was  not  yet  convmced.  y\  e 
called  on  Mr.  Barret,  the  surgeon,  sad  niv 
some  of  the  origimaU^  as  the^  were  csQed,  irbcb 
were  executed  very  ardficmllv^;  but  from  t 
careful  inspection  of  them,  ana  a  coosidention 
of  the  circumstances  with   which  the;r  *^ 
attended,  we  were  quite  satisfied  of  the  my^ 
ture,  which,  indeed,  has  been  deariy  deotc 
strated    from   internal  evidence,  by  nrttn^ 
able  crittca.* 

Honest  Galoot  seemed  to  pa^  no  attestKc 
whatever  to  any  objectiona,  but  msisted,  u  id 
end  of  all  con^oversy,  that  we  should  go  «.'b 
him  to  the  tower  of  iJbe  dinreh  of  St.  Man.  , 
Redcliff,  and  oiew  wid  o«r  oMi  syet  the  ancKt.t 

chest  in  which  dM  maanacfipla  wa«  fooad.'  ■ 
To  this  Dr.  Johnson  good-natorcdly  agreed. 
and,  though   troubled  with    n   ■hutiNSi  << 
breathing,  laboored  up  »  long  fliriit  of  ftrf*. 
till  we  came  to  the  place  where  the  wondrnu 
chest  stood.    "« Tkere^*  said  Catcot,  with  % 
bouncmg  confident   credulity,   *^ttir«  is  (1» 
very  chest  itsdf.**    After  tlua  pfJar  dfw- 
atriHon^  there  was  no  more  to  be  ssjd.   He 
brought  to  my  recoUeetioa  a  Soeteh  V^- 
landor,  a  man  of  learning  too,  and  who  bid 
seen  the  world,  attesting,  and  at  the  same  taB** 
giving   his   reasons  te,  the   anthfiiticrty    « 
Fingfl:  •'I have  heard  aU  th«t  potmwhial 
was  young."    "^Have  you,  SirF    Prty  '^« 
have  you  heard?**    ^'I  have  heard  Oi»->^ 
Oscar,  and  everp  cm  ef^tm^^ 

Johnson  said  of  Ghattotoo,  **l%i»  is  th» 
most  extraordinary  yoong  man  that  has  «•- 
countered  my  knowledge.  It  is  weBdfffil 
how  the  whelp  has  written  sock  thistts.** 


*  Thia  dlodaa  to  tke 
lithed  agalnat  Mn.  Ploail.  oa 

Kjtlcalarlr  to  Barettl'i  bniCal 
agasine  for  I7SS ;  whtehevea 
tovafda  ber«  coold  mk  apfvova. 

*  SercfaloftbeeeorigftiaUari 
and  In  polM  of  peomanthte  are 
Infewtor  to  Irelaa^l 

BAM. 

>  Mr.  Tjrrvbltt,  Mr 

*  ThU  manfU  r«aenble«  the  aSH* 
Johnson  to  pkaiaiitly  rMlmlea  Ib  mm 
Sneaker   It  a  heartj  adhereoC  to  tWo 
ment ;  he  has  known  tkoae  who  wmm  %\ 
Pretender  waa  conrevod  ta  a  Wi 

r  BoawwU  tei  ■ 

1S47. 
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at  Brutol.  ^  L«t  iu  see  now,"  said  I,  ^  how 
we  should  describe  it.**  Johnson  was  ready 
with  his  railierr.  ""  Describe  it.  Sir  ?  Wh^, 
it  wii  80  bad,  tnat — Boswell  wished  to  be  m 
Scotlud!" 

Afler  Dr.  Johnson  returned   to   London* 
[Mar  4th],  I  was  several  times  with  him  at 
his  BOUse,  where  I  occasionally  slept,  in  the 
room  that  had  been  assigned  for  me.    I  dined 
with  him  at  Dr.  Taylor^a  [7th],  at  General 
0?lethorpe*8  [8th],  and   at  General   Faoli*8 
^9th].    To  avoid  a  tedious  minuteness,  I  shall 
group  together  what  I  have  preserved  of  hia 
conversation  during  this  period  also,  without 
spccIfTing  each  scene  where  it  passed,  except 
oue,  which  will  be  found  so  remarkable  as 
'^eruinl/  to  deserve  a  verj  particular  relation. 
Where  the  olace  or  the  persona  do  not  con- 
tribute to  toe  zest  of  the  conversation,  it  is 
onaecessarj  to  encumber  mj  page  with  men- 
tioning them.    To  know  of  what  vintage  our 
wine  IS,  enables  us  to  judffe  of  its  value,  and 
ti>  drink  it  with  more  relish :  but  to  have  the 
f>rodoce  of  each  vine  of  one  vineyard,  in  the 
»ime  year,  kept  separate,  would  serve  no  pur- 
fviive.    To  know  that  our  wine  (to  use  an 
»>ivertisi]ig  phrase)  is  **of  the  stock  of  an 
ambassador   lately    deceased,^    heightens    its 
ilir<^ur:  but  it  signifies  nothing  to  know  the 
bin  where  each  bottle  was  once  deposited.' 

**  Gvrick,**  he  obeerved,  "  does  not  play  the 
jirt  of  Archer  in  the  *  Beaux  Stratagem' 
veil.  The  gentleman  should  break  through 
the  footman,  which  u  not  the  case  as  ne 
^^fliu-' 

*"  Uliere  there  is  no  education,  as  in  savage 
'-'HRitries,  men  will  have  the  upper  hand  of 
vomen.  Bodily  strength,  no  doubt,  contributes 
'■ '  this ;  bat  it  would  be  so,  exclusive  of  that ; 
^  IT  it  is  mind  that  always  p>vems.  When  it 
•"•nes    to   dry  understanding,  man  has  the 

u-t«.- 

''The  Cttle  volumes  entitled,  ^BeipubUoB^^ 
vhirh  are  Tery  well  done,  were  a  bookseller*8 

**  There  it  much  talk  of  tiie  misery  which  we 
'aiK  to  the  brute  creation;  but  they  are 
mrompenMd  by  exiatenoe.  If  they  were  not 
«*eful  to  man,  and  therefore  protected  by  him, 
^bcT  would  not  be  nearly  ao  nimieroua.**  Thia 
■•*7umeiit  ia  to  be  found  in  the  able  and 
t«^fnaai  Hutdunaon's  **  Moral  Fhiloaophy.** 
B«t  the  qoeitioii  ia,  whether  the  animala  who 


It  «MMra  froHi  Mt  Xtf«fr«»  Chit  bataf  oIM  op  lo  advlM 

*  r«^  te  ■■  «riwhMtt«ii  Mdt,  (Mil.  p  soa.  D.  4.)  h« 

*'  Baaa  «•  FM^atfkCM  Mm,  and  arrkwd  la  London 

*  ««<■  9f€kmdk  OB  SilMlf.  — ClMMMB. 

*  Tk-«  OMtoiikar  by  bo  ibwbi  rMoadlM  at  to  Om  DegU- 
vfeteb  II  to  iBtBntoil  to  oscum.  Botw«ll's  grcatMt 
«  la  Ua  daiaUt.  —  Omkbb. 

0«rrtck,  BB  tiM  ochor  hand,  dmtod  that  JohnaoD  waa 


^  •^ '  or  aiatli^uiihing  thBffwtfffBBB 
TT*'>-  ••*  — Cbobe*. 

Mcmau  of  th«  pt1ncl|ial  9ut««  of  Europa.  —  C«o«n. 

'^  1!f***f  ^Mh**  waa  mwla  op  fron  tbcaa  lattart  hf  the 
-'    I^Tr«d8r,aatUlad**PriadptBiarFbyt«aaaa.*'^ila<L 

'  nyi  Mfft.  Ploaii,"  oafDinaBded  a  yonng  ladf 
bA  pnt^  bafaaTioor,  **  to  whoa  aha  thought 


endure  aach  sufferings  of  various  kinds,  for  the 
service  and  entertainment  of  man,  would  accept 
of  exiatenoe  upon  the  terms  on  which  they  have 
it  Madame  de  Sevign^,  who,  though  ^e  had 
numy  enjoyments,  felt  with  delicate  sensibilitr 
the  prevalence  of  misery,  complains  of  the  task 
of  existence  having  been  imposed  upon  her 
without  her  consent. 

"  That  man  ia  never  h^py  for  the  present 
is  so  true,  that  all  his  relief  from  unhappiness 
is  only  forgetting  himself  fi>r  a  little  while. 
Life  ia  a  progress  from  want  to  want,  not  £*om 
enjoyment  to  enjoyment.** 

^^  Though  many  men  are  nominally  intrusted 
with  the  administration  of  hospitals  and  other 
public  institutions,  almost  all  the  good  is  done 
by  one  man,  by  whom  the  rest  are  driven  on ; 
owinff  to  confidence  in  him  and  indolence  in 
them. 

''  Lord  Chesterfield's  Letters  to  his  Son  ^  I 
think,  might  be  made  a  verj  prettv  book. 
Take  out  we  immorality,  and  it  should  be  put 
into  the  handa  of  every  young  gentleman.  An 
elegant  manner  and  easiness  of  behaviour  are 
acquired  gradually  and  impercqitibly.  No 
man  can  say,  *  1*11  be  gented.*    There  are  ten 

genteel  women  for  one  genteel  man,  because 
iiey  are  more  restrained.  A  man  without 
some  decree  of  restraint  is  insufferable ;  but 
we  are  Si  less  restrained  than  women.  Were 
a  woman  aitting  in  company  to  put  out  her  \m 
before  her  aa  most  men  do,  we  should  be 
tempted  to  kick  them  in.*'  No  man  was  a 
more  attentive  and  nice  observer  of  behaviour 
in  those  whose  company  he  hi^>pened  to  be 
than  Johnson^  or,  however  strange  it  may 
seem  to  many,  had  a  higher  estimation  of  its 

Lord  Eliot  informs  me,  that  one  day  when 
Johnson  and  he  were  at  dinner  in  a  gentle- 
man's house  in  London,  i^>on  Lord  Chester- 
field's Letters  beinff  mentioned,  Johnson  sur- 
prised the  conmany  by  this  sentence :  "  Every 
man  of  anv  education  would  rather  be  called 
a  rascal,  than  accnaed  of  deficiency  in  tAs 
graces^  Mr.  Gibbon,  who  was  present,  turned 
to  a  lady  who  knew  Johnson  well,  and  lived 
much  with  him,  and  in  his  quaint  manner, 
t^pmf^  his  box,  addressed  her  thus:  ^  Don*t 
yon  think.  Madam  (looking  towards  Johnson\ 
that  among  off  jour  arnuaintanre,  you  oould 
find  one  exception  P  **  The  lady  snuled,  and 
a^MMMMJ  to  aoauieaoe.**  "^ 


no  olijaetlooi  could  hara  bacD  nada.  **  I  law  har  (fays  Dr. 
Johnion)  taka  a  pair  of  aduon  lo  bar  laft  hand;  and, 
altboogh  bar  fbthar  ia  now  baooma  a  noblemaa,  and,  as  job 
uj^  azoeailTdT  rich,  I  should,  ware  I  a  jouih  of  qttallty  ten 
jaart  hanea,  haaltata  botwaan  a  girl  lo  naglretad  and  a 

**Tha  child  who  took  a  pairofscla- 


sort  In  bar  toft  hand  It  nov  a  wonan  of  qoalltj,  highly 


roold  citf  OS,  I  eoncluda,  most  deterred 
mora  were  laid  on  the  ttUdect.**  ->  Piani  MS.  I  bcireve 
that  the  ladjr  wat  tho  eldest  daoghtar  of  Mr.  L? ttelton,  after- 
wardt  Lord  Wettoola,  married  to  8tr  Richard  Hoare.  She 
wat  bom  in  Jamaica,  and  thence,  perhapa,  Johntoo's  strange 
alltttien  to  the  nearo. — Caosaa. 

T  Coiman,  tan  hit  **  Kamdam  JUeards,**  hat  giten  a  ll^elr 
sketch  of  the  appoarance  and  mannert  of  Jobnton  and 
Of  bboo  In  todety : » 
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*"  I  read,**  nid  he,  ^  Sharpens  Letters  on  I 
Italy'  over  aeain,  when  I  was  at  Bath.    There 
is  a  great  deal  of  matter  in  them." 

««  Mrs.  Williams  was  angry  that  ThnJe*8 
family  did  not  send  regularly  to  her  every  time 
they  heard  from  me  while  I  was  in  the  He- 
brides. Little  people  are  apt  to  be  jealous : 
but  they  should  not  be  Jealous ;  for  thev  ought 
to  consider,  that  superior  attention  will  neces- 
sarily be  paid  to  superior  fortune  or  rank. 
Two  persons  may  have  equal  merit,  and  on 
that  account  may  have  an  equal  claim  to  at- 
tention; but  one  of  them  may  have  also 
fortune  and  rank,  and  so  may  Mve  a  double 
daim.** 

Talking  of  his  notes  on  Shakspeare,  he  said, 
**  I  despise  those  who  do  not  see  that  I  am 
right  in  the  passage,  where  at  is  repeated,  and 

*  asses  of  great  cluffge  *  introduced.    That  on 

*  To  be,  or  not  to  b^'  is  disputable.**  • 

A  gentleman,  whom  I  found  ritting  with 
him  one  morning,  sud,  that  in  his  opinion  the 
character  of  an  infidel  was  more  detestable 
than  that  of  a  man  notoriously  guilty  of  an 
atrocious  crime.  I  differed  firom  him,  because 
we  are  surer  of  the  odiousness  of  the  one, 
than  of  the  error  of  the  other.  Johrson. 
^  Sir,  I  agree  with  him ;  for  the  infidel  would 
be  guilty  of  any  crime  if  he  were  inclined  to 
it." 

"  Many  things  which  are  false  are  trans- 
mitted from  hSok  to  book,  and  gain  credit  in 
tiie  world.  One  of  these  is  the  cry  against 
the  evil  of  luxury.  Now  the  truth  is,  that 
luxury  produces  much  good.  Take  the  luxury 
of  budoings  in  London.  Does  it  not  produce 
real  advantage  in  the  convenienejr  and  elegance 
of  accommodation,  and  this  all  from  the  exer- 
tion of  industry  ?  People  will  tell  you,  with 
a  melancholy  race,  how  many  builders  are  in 
gaol.  It  is  plain  they  are  in  gaol,  not  for 
building;  for  rents  are  not  fallen.    A  man 

S'ves  mdf-a-guinea  for  a  dish  of  green  peas, 
ow  much  g^ening  does  this  occasion  ?  how 
many  labourers  must  the  competition  to  have 
such  things  early  in  the  marxet  keep  in  em- 


"  TIm  iMrned  Ofbboa  was  a  ciirioiii  coaaUrtelasra  to  tb« 
lenncd  (may  I  not  mj  Icu  leanied  ?)  Jobnaoo.  Their  Ban- 
n«n  and  taste,  both  hi  wiitlof  and  convenatloa.  wer«  at 
different  as  their  habiUneoU.  On  the  day  1  flnt  lat  down 
with  Johnion,  tn  his  nutjr  br«>wn  suit,  and  hU  black  wonted 
ttockinff.  Gibbon  was  placed  opposite  to  me  fai  a  rait 
of  flowered  TcWet,  with  a  baa  and  sword.  Bach  had  bis 
measured  phraieolon[ ;  and  Johoion's  Cinious  parallel  be- 
tween Dryden  and  Pope,  might  be  looselv  parodied^  hi 
reference  to  himself  and  Gibbon :  Johnson*!  style  was  gnad, 
and  Giblwn't  eie^t:  the  ttatetincss  of  the  former  was 
sometimes  pedimtJC.  and  the  latter  was  ofcaslonally  Snical. 
Jobnion  merchcd  to  kettle-drums  and  trumpets  i  Gibbon 
moved  to  flutes  and  hwitboys :  Johnson  hewed  passagea 
through  the  Alps,  while  Gibbon  levelled  walks  through  parks 
and  gardeot.  Mauled  as  1  had  been  tn  Johnson,  Gibbon 
pourod  bnlm  upon  my  bruises  by  condtncending.  once  or 
twice  in  the  ooune  of  the  erenlna,  to  talk  with  me :  the  great 
historian  was  lifcht  and  plsy fui,  suiting  his  matter  to  the 
rapacity  of  the  Ixiy  ;  but  it  was  done  more  sire/— > still  his 
nunnrntm  prcvailf^l ;  still  he  upped  his  snuff-box  ;  still  he 
smirked  and  imilrtl,  and  rounded  bis  periods  with  the  same 
air  of  gf)fKl-brf«Hl  ng,  as  If  he  were  oonverslna  vith  men. 
His  mouth,  nirllifluixis  a*  Plato's,  was  a  round  hole  nearly 
in  the  centre  of  his  visaxe.**    Vol.  1.  p.  ISI .  *  CaoKti. 


ployment?     You    will    hear   it  nid,  \m  . 
gravely,  *■  AVhy  was  not  the  half-guiof%  iW  \ 
spent  m  luxury,  given  to  the  poor?   To  hm  \ 
many  might  it  have  afforded  a  good  meal  r'  : 
Alas'!  has  it  not  gone  to  the  taMnoii  poor,  1 
whom  It  is  better  to  support  tbsn  tk  tdr  | 
poor?    You  are  much  surer  that  joa  L*t  | 
doing  good  when  you  pay  monev  to  tboie  wW> 
work,  as  the  recompense  of  their  labour,  thu 
when  vou  give  money  merely  in  cbsrity.  Sa^ 
pose  tne  andent  luxury  of  a  dish  of  peacocks 
Drains  were  to  be  revived,  how  manj  ctrcam 
would  be  left  to  the  poor  at  a  cheap  rite !  i»l 
as  to  the  rout  that  is  made  about  people  vkc 
are  ruined  by  extravagance,  it  is  no  m&tf  ^r  ro 
the  nation  that  some  individuals  soffer.  ^  V  "• 
so  much  general  productive  exertion  is  tk 
consequence  of  luxury,  the  nation  does  n^<  i 
care  tnough  there  are  debtors  in  gvA :  u^ 
they  would  not  care  though  their  creUi:  :- 
were  there  too." 

The  uncommon  vivaci^  of  Genenl  0: '- 
thorpe*s  mind,  and  variety  of  knowlc^'^ 
having  sometimes  made  his  coinversstio&  f*^^ 
too  desultory;  Johnson  observed,  ''OgIeibo»';«. 
Sir,  never  computet  what  he  has  to  say.** 

He  on  the  same  account  made  a  nir.'lr 
remark  on  Patrick  Lord  Elibank ;  *"  Sir,  tl :: 
is  nothing  ocmolwiM  in  his  talk." 

When  I  complained  of  having  dined  i'  • 
splendid  table  without  hearing  one  senurr  ^ 
conversation  worthy  of  being  remembcrro. :. 
said,  **  Sir,  there  seldom  is  any  such  cw^"^  - 
tion.*  BoswxLL.  "Why  then  meet  at  ubl'' 
JoHasoH.     **  Whv,  to  eat  and  drink  to7«*U  '* 
and  to  promote  Kindness;  and.  Sir,  th«  i 
better  done  when  there  is  no  solid  oonremt- ' 
for  when  there  is,  people  differ  in  opmioa.  v:  1 
get  into  bad  humour,  or  some  of  the  cnar«>  ^ 
who  are  not  capable  of  such  convenatico,  :*' 
left  out,  and  feel  themselves  uneasy.  It  vt»  *  ^ 
this  reason  Sir  Robert  Waloole  said,  he  al^-^ 
talked  ffrossly'  at  his  table,  because  ia  tt«. 
all  could  join. 

Being  irritated  by  hearing  a  gentleatr* 
ask  Mr.  Levett  a  variety  of  questions  concerL^S 


t  Mr.Samael8harpe,aiar|eaa,vlMl^«n»«r'olW^s 

health,  and   whose  repreaeatatUm  of  UsHmi  mar»^  "^ 
supposed  to  be  tinged  by  the  111  hiiaM«r  of  a  «n>r»    *'  *_ 
Baractl  took  up  the  deCence  of  his 
troversy  ensued,  which  made  ao 
Caocaa. 

•  It  maybe  ohscfred.  thai  Mr.  MaJeMSi,  In  hls< 
able  edition  of  Shakespeare,  has  fkallj  vindkmed  Dr  J  "k    • 
from  the  Idle  censures  which  th^  Crat  oC  thsm  v*** 

Svcn  rise  Co.  The  intetprstnthm  «f  the  wa^pMs^r.  **  * 
r.  Johnson  allows  to  be  timmtmt^.  ^  tea  cfanrtr  •a'"*  ^ 
be  erroneous.  — Boawiu.    Thw 
Hamlet,  act  e.  scene  IL,  where 
qnibbleof  which,  I  fear.  8hafc< 
on  the  celebrated  soUloqw,  JoCii 
that  "  To  A«.  or  iMl  leAr''U  a  % 
shall  or  not  put  an  end  to  his 
there  be  a  future  stale.  —  C 

>  See  enill,  p.  176.  n.  S.  ~  C. 
of  Su-  Bobcftsays, 

■*  With  (keoar  and 
He  la  knal  In  hto 


«  Probablr  Mr.  B^swell  blwe^lf.  vte  1Veif»-Mly  y  • 
this  mode  of  obtaining  inlbrmatloti.  i-.  Cuati 


J^T.  67. 
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him,  wIieB  be  was  sitting  by,  he  broke  out, 
''Sir,  TOtt  hftTe  but  two  topics,  jourself  and 
me.  1  am  sick  of  both.**  ^  A  man,**  said  he, 
**  should  not  talk  of  himself,  nor  much  of  any 
pirticuisr  person.  He  should  take  care  not  to 
n  made  a  proverb;  and,  therefore,  shoold 
SToid  haTioff  any  one  topic  of  which  P^ple  can 
nr, '  We  shall  hear  him  upon  it.*  There  was 
s  br.  Oldfield  S  who  was  always  talking  of  the 
Duke  of  Mariborouffh.  He  came  into  a  cofiee- 
Iwnfle  one  day,  and  told  that  his  grace  had 
ipokeo  in  the  Honse  of  Lords  for  half  an 
j  bour.  *  Did  he  indeed  speak  for  half  an  Inur  f  * 
(itid  Belchier,  the  suigeon).  — '  Yes.* — *  And 
vhitdidhesay  of  Dr.  Oldfield?*  — 'Nothing.* 
"  *  Why  then.  Sir,  he  was  yery  ungratefiu ; 
for  Dr.  Oldfield  could  not  have  spoken  for  a 
t  Qttutcr  of  an  hour,  without  saying  something 
j  of  fiiW 

I     **  Every  man  is  to  take  existence  on  the 

j  termi  on  which  it  is  given  to  him.    To  some 

nen  it  is  given  on  condition  of  not  taking 

iiberties,  wfich  other  men  may  take  without 

iuich  harm.    One  may  drink  wine,  and  be 

BoUiinz  the  worse  for  it:  on  another,  wine  may 

^H  meu  so  inflammatory  as  to  injure  him 

both  io  body  and  mind,  and  perhaps  make  him 

eoBmit  something  for  which  oe  may  deserve  to 

behtnged.** 

*^Ltid  Hailea'a  'Annals  of  Scotland*  have 

I  Boc  that  painted  form  which  is  the  taste  of  this 

I  age ;  hat  it  ii  a  book  which  will  always  sell,  it 

'  «■  inch  a  stability  of  dates,  such  a^  certainty 

j  <f  ftcta,  and  such  a  punctuality  of  citation.    I 

vver  before  read  Scotch  history  with  certainty.** 

I  asked  lum  whether  he  would  advise  me  to 

Rvl  the  Bible  with  a  commentary,  and  what 

OMomentariea  he  would  recommend.  Johhsor. 

"To be  sure,  Sir,  I  would  have  you  read  the 

Bible  with  n  commentary ;  and  I  would  re- 

("Qunend  Lowth    and   Patrick  on   the  Old 

Tectament,  and  Hammond  on  the  New.** 

Ihiring  my  sta^f  in  London  this  spring,  I 

*^''ici(ed  Ais  attention  to  another  law  case,  in 

vhich  I  was  engaged.    Li  the  course  of  a  con- 

,  tnted election  ror  the  borough  of  Dunfermline, 

which  I  attended  as  one  of  my  friend  Colonel 

I  (ittmrard  Sir  Archibald)  Campbeirs  counsel, 

««e  of  hb  politi^  agents — wno  was  charged 

vlth  having  been  unfaithful  to  his  employer, 

•ad  having  deserted  to  the  opposite  party  for 

I  pi^cuaiary  reward  —  attackea  very  rudely  in 

i  ^  newapapera  the  Bev.  Mr.  James  Thomson, 

I  «»;  of  the  mliuaters  of  that  place,  on  account 

I  *f  a  iuppoaed  allusion  to  him  in  one  of  his 

■^^aons.     Upon  this  the  minister,  on  a  sub- 

wqianit  Sunday,  arraigned  him  by  name  from 

i  ch«  imlpii  with  aosne  severity ;  and  the  agent, 

*^^  the  aerMiUM  was  over,  rose  up  and  asked 


Joihti«  OMfleld,  D.D..  the  onlj 

the  Duk«  of  Marlborough's,  of  that  name 

I  kaov  or..~C«oKn.  Ittft. 

vklrh  has,  U  appaari.  wlih  lo  nianj  othera, 

te  Bfotland.    Tba  Frroch  call  a  palplt 

,**~CaOBBB« 

of  Dr.  JohDMm't  •xtraordinar/  powan  of 


the  minister  aloud,  **  What  bribe  he  had  re- 
ceived for  telling  so  many  lies  from  the  chair 
of  verity  P ** *  I  waspresent  at  this  verv  ex- 
traordinary scene.  The  person  arraigned,  and 
his  father  and  brother,  who  also  had  a  share 
both  of  the  reproof  from  the  pulpit  and  in  the 
retaliation,  brought  an  action  asainst  Mr. 
Thomson,  in  the  Court  of  Session,  tor  defama- 
tion and  damages,  and  I  was  one  of  the  counsel 
for  the  reverend  defendant.  The  liberty  of 
the  pulpit  was  our  great  ground  of  defence ; 
but  we  argrued  also  on  the  provocation  of  the 
previous  attack,  and  on  the  instant  retaliation. 
The  Court  of  Session,  however,  — the  fifteen 
judges,  who  are  at  the  same  time  the  jury,  — 
decided  against  the  minister,  contrary  to  my 
humble  opinion ;    and  sevearal  of  tnem  ex- 

Eressed  th^^mselves  with  indignation  against 
im.  He  was  an  aged  gentleman,  formerly  a 
military  chaplain,  and  a  man  of  high  spirit  and 
honour.  Johnson  was  satisfied  that  the  judg- 
ment was  wrong,  and  dictated  to  me,  in  con- 
futation of  it,  the  following  Argument —  [See 
Appendix^ 

When  I  read  this  to  Mr.  Burke,  he  was 
highly  pleased,  and  exclaimed,  *^  Well,  he  does 
his  work  in  a  workmanlike  manner.** ' 

Mr.  Thomson  wished  to  bring  the  cause  by 
appeal  before  the  House  of  Lords,  but  was 
dissuaded  by  the  advice  of  the  noble  person 
who  lately  preaided  so  ably  in  that  most  ho- 
nourable house,  and  who  was  then  attomey-ffe. 
neral.  As  my  readers  will  no  doubt  be  glad 
also  to  read  the  opinion  of  this  eminent  man 
upon  the  same  subject,  I  shall  also  insert  it.*- 
[See  Appendix.] 

I  am  now  to  record  a  ver^  curious  incident 
in  Dr.  Johnson*s  life,  which  fell  under  my  own 
observation ;  of  which  pan  magna  fiti^  and 
which  I  am  persuaded  will,  with  the  liberal- 
minded,  be  much  to  his  credit. 

My  desire  ofbeing  acquainted  with  celebrated 
men  of  every  description  had  made  me,  much 
about  the  same  time,  obtain  an  introduction  to 
Dr.  Samuel  Johnson  and  to  John  Wilkes,  Esq. 
Two  men  more  different  could  perhaps  not  be 
selected  out  of  all  mankind.  They  had  even 
attacked  one  another  with  some  asperity  in 
their  writings ;  yet  I  lived  in  habits  of  friend* 
ship  with  both.  I  could  fully  relish  the  excel* 
lence  of  each ;  for  I  have  ever  delighted  in 
that  intellectual  chemistry,  which  can  separate 
good  qualities  from  evil  in  the  same  person. 

Sir  John  Pringle,  **mine  own  friend  and  my 
father's  friend,**  between  whom  and  Dr.  John- 
son I  in  vain  wished  to  establish  an  acquaint- 
ance, as  I  respected  and  lived  in  intimacy  with 
both  of  them,  observed  to  me  once,  very  in- 
geniously, **  It  is  not  in  friendship  as  in  ma- 


compodtlon.  It  atipeart  trem  tha  original  maoittcflpt  of  thit 
•xcHlent  diMertatlon,  of  which  he  dictated  tha  llret  eifht 
Wir»gr»fh§  on  the  lOth  of  May.  and  tha  mnalndrr  on  tha 
iSth.that  thara  are  In  tha  whole  onlv  seven  corrcetkmi,  or 
rather  ?ariatlont,  and  thoie  not  coatlderabla.  Soch 
once  the  TlfOfMM  and  aocnrata  amanatiooi  of  hit 
BoiwstL. 
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thematics,  where  two  things,  each  equil  to  a 
third,  fere  equal  between  themselTes.  You 
agree  with  Johnaon  as  a  middle  quality,  and 
you  agree  with  me  ai  a  middle  quality ;  but 
Johnson  and  I  should  not  agree.  Sir  John 
was  not  sufficiently  flexible;  so  I  desisted; 
Jmowing,  indeed,  that  the  repulsion  was  eaually 
strong  on  the  pait  of  Johnson ;  who,  I  know 
not  from  what  cause,  unless  his  being  a  Scotch- 
man, had  formed  a  very  erroneous  opinion  of 
Sir  John.  But  I  conoeiTed  an  irresistible  wish, 
if  possible,  to  bring  Dr.  Johnson  and  Mr. 
Wilkes  together.  How  to  manage  it,  was  a 
niee  and  difficult  matter.' 

My  wordby  booksellers  and  friends,  Messieurs 
Dilly  in  the  Poultry  %  at  whose  hospitable  and 
well-covered  table  I  hare  seen  a  greater  num- 
ber of  literarv  men  than  at  any  other,  eicoept 
that  of  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  had  invited  me 
to  meet  Mr.  Wilkes  and  some  more  eentlemen 
on  Wednesday,  May  15.  '' Fray,**  siud  I,  <' let 
us  have  Dr.  Johnson.**  ''  What,  with  Mr. 
Wilkes  ?  not  ibr  the  world,**  said  Mr.  Edward 
Dilly :  **Dr.  Johnson  would  never  forgive  me.** 
''  Gom«,**  said  I,  '*  if  yau*ll  let  me  negotiate  for 
you,  I  will  be  answerable  that  all  shaQ  go  well.** 
DiLi.T.  *^  ^<^yi  ^  7^^  ^^  ^®  ^^  upon  you,  I 
am  sure  I  shaU  be  very  happy  to  see  them  both 
here.** 

Notwithstanding  the  high  veneration  whidi 
I  entertained  for  Dr.  Johnson,  I  was  sensible 
that  he  was  sometimes  a  little  actuated  by  the 
spirit  of  contradiction,  and  by  means  of  that  I 
hoped  I  should  gain  my  point.  I  was  persuaded 
that  if  I  had  oome  upon  him  with  a  direct  pro- 

Sosal,  '^Sir,  will  you  dine  in  company  with 
ack  Wilkes  ?  **  he  would  have  flown  into  a 
passion,  and  would  probably  have  answered, 
**  Dine  with  Jack  Wilkes,  Sir !  I  *d  as  soon  dine 
with  Jack  Ketch."  '  I,  therefore,  while  we 
were  sitting  quietly  by  ourselves  at  his  house 
in  an  evening,  took  occasion  to  open  my  plan 
thus :  "^  Mr.  Dilly,  Sir,  sends  his  respectful 
compliments  to  you,  and  would  be  happy  if  you 
would  do  him  tiie  honour  to  dine  wi^  him  on 
Wednesdavnext  along  with  me,  as  I  must  soon 
go  to  Scotland.**  Jobiisok.  *^  Sir,  I  am  ob- 
liged to  Mr.  Dilly.  I  wiU  wait  upon  him—.** 
BoswBLL.  ^'  Provided,  Sir,  I  suppose,  that  the 
company  whidi  he  is  to  have  is  agreeable  to 
you  r  "  Johhson.  "'  What  do  you  mean.  Sir  P 
What  do  you  take  ne  for  P  Do  you  tUnk  I 
am  so  ignorant  of  the  world  as  to  imagine  that 
I  am  to  prescribe  to  a  gentleman  what  company 
he  is  to  nave  at  his  taUe  P  **  Boswaix.  '^  I 
beg  your  pardon,  Sbr,  for  wishing  to  prevent 
you  from  meeting  people  whom  yon  might  not 
like.  Perhaps  he  may  have  some  of  what  he 
caUs  his  patriotic  frieMS  with  him.**  JomsoR. 
"  Well,  Sir,  and  what  then  ?   What  care  /  for 

/     Pohl**     BoSWBLL.     "I 


^  Johnson*!  dltlUco  of  Wilkm  wa  rery  ▼dicnimt 
Wm  Reynoldt*!  RecolUctiaiu.  —  Croimr. 

*  No.  SS.    They  wert  DioMtcrt,  and  of  coarM  of  Whig 
poUUct.~.CiOKn. 


should  not  be  surprised  to  find  Jadk  Wilkes 
there.**  JomvaoK.  '' And  if  Jack  Wilkes  ttoiid 
be  there,  what  is  that  to  iii«,  Sir  P  Hj  deir 
friend,  let  us  have  no  Miore  of  this.  I  amwTf 
to  be  angry  with  you ;  but  really  it  it  trestiag 
me  strai^rely  to  talk  to  me  as  if  I  could  not 
meet  any  company  whatever,  ooossiomdlj" 
Boswsix.  **Prav  forgive  me.  Sir:  Imeut 
well.  But  you  shall  meet  whoever  osmei,  for 
me.**  Thusl8eci^him,andtoldDilljtkt 
he  would  find  him  very  well  pleased  to  be  ooe 
of  his  guests  on  the  day  appointed. 

Upon  the  much  expectedWednesday,  I  calkd 
on  him  about  half  an  hour  before  dinner,  ai  I 
oilen  did  when  we  were  to  dine  oat  together, 
to  see  that  he  was  ready  in  time,  and  to  ac- 
company him.  I  found  him  buffetiitt  his  books, 
as  upon  a  former  occasion  %  covered  with  dost, 
and  making  no  preparation  for  going  sbnti 
"  How  is  this.  Sir  P^  said  L  •'Don^yoiire;; 
collect  that  you  are  to  dine  atMr.Dillyir 
JoHRSoai.  *^  Sir,  I  did  not  think  of  sou^  to 
DiUy*s:  it  went  out  of  mj  head.  laayeoc^ 
dered  dinner  at  home  with  Mrs.  WillisiDi." 
Boswsix.  '*  But,  my  dear  Sir,  you  know  joo 
were  engaged  to  Mr.  Dilly,  and  I  tohi  him  so. 
He  will  expect  you,  and  will  be  mudi  disip- 
pointed  if  you  dion  *t  come.**  Jobmsok.  *'  lou 
must  talk  to  Mrs.  Williams  about  this." 

Here  was  a  sad  dilemma.  I  feared  that  vbs: 
I  was  so  confident  I  had  secured  woold  yti  ^ 
frustrated.  He  had  acenatDmcd  luBtelf  to 
show  Mrs.  Williams  such  a  dmee  of  homuie 
attention,  as  freouently  imposed  some  restiust 
upon  him ;  and  I  knew  tibat  if  she  should  be 
obstinate,  he  would  not  stir.  I  hastened  down 
stairs  to  the  blind  lady's  room,  and  told  her  I 
was  in  great  uneasiness,  for  Dr.  Johnson  iud 
engaged  to  me  to  diae  this  day  at  Mr.  DOl/^ 
but  Uiat  he  had  UAd  me  he  had  foigotten  )m 
engagement,  and  had  ordered  dinner  at  hoaie. 
"Yes,  Sir,**  said  she,  pretty  peevishly, J' 1^ 
Johnson  is  to  dine  at  home.  **  Madam,**  ssu<l 
I,  "  his  respect  for  you  is  suoh,  that  I  know  be 
will  not  leave  you,  unless  you  absolalely  dean 
it.  But  as  you  have  so  much  of  his  eonpiB;. 
I  hope  you  will  be  ^ood  enou^  to  for^  ^ 
for  a  day,  as  Mr.  Dilly  is  a  veiy  worthy  naOt 
has  frequently  had  agreeable  partiBi  aft  hs 
house  for  Dr.  Johnson,  and  will  be  vexed  L^ 
the  Doctor  neglects  him  to<^y.  And  theiL 
Madam,  be  pleased  to  consider  mysitaatasn: 
I  carried  the  message,  and  I  aanred  Mr.DiUT 
that  Dr.  Johnson  was  to  oome;  and  no  doabt 
he  has  made  a  dinner,  and  invitod  a  coaioaBj, 
and  boasted  of  the  honour  he  expected  to  hare 
I  shall  be  quite  disgraced  if  the  Doctor  iaaoc 
there.**  She  gradually  softened  to  ay  soiioita- 
tions,  which  were  certainly  as  eaaiest  as  we^ 
entreaties  to  ladies  upon  any  occasion,  aad  was 
graciously  pleased  to  empoiser  me  to  tall  D^- 


*  Tliti  hat  b«en  drcniatfld  at  If  wAwOfi 
wh«n  the  truth  It.  ft  was  only  9t^ft$it  tif  a 

*  Swtf,  p.  497.— BuafWM.t. 
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I  Johnson,  **TIiAt,  all  things  oonsidered,  she 
thoaght  he  should  certainly  ffa'*  I  flew  back 
to  him,  still  in  dust,  and  earless  of  what  should 
be  the  event»  **  indiiOrereiit  in  his  choioe  to  go 
or  itar ; "  but  as  «oon  as  I  had  announced  to 
him  Mn.WilliaiD8*a  consent,  he  roared,  **  Frank, 
ft  elesn  shirt !  **  and  was  very  soon  dressed. 
When  I  had  him  fairly  seated  in  a  hackney- 
ooach  with  me,  I  exulted  as  much  as  a  fortune- 
hooter  who  has  got  an  heiress  into  a  poet-chaise 
with  him  to  set  out  for  Gretna  €k«en. 

When  we  entered  Mr.  Dilly*s  drawing-ioom, 
he  found  himself  in  the  midst  of  a  oompany  he 
did  not  know.    I  kept  mysdf  snug  and  silent, 
wfttching  how  he  would  conduct  himself.    I 
obienred  him  whisperinff  to  Mr.  Dilly*  *'  Who 
if  that  gentfemao.  Sir  ?^— ^  Mr.  Arthur  Lee.** 
JonioH.  ^  Too,  too,  too  **  (under  hia  breath), 
vhieh  was  one  of  his  habitual  mutterings.  Mr. 
Arthar  Lee  could  not  but  be  Tery  obnoxious 
to  Johnson,  for  he  was  not  tally  aLpatriat^  but 
n  AmeriooL     He  was  afterwaros  minister 
from  the  United  States  at  the  court  of  Madrid . 
"Aad  who  is  the  gentleman  in  lace?"  — 
**  Mr.  Wilkes,  Sir."     This  information  con- 
&«nded  him  still  more ;  he  had  some  difficulty 
to  ruinm  himself,  and,  taking  up  a  book,  sat 
^own  upon  a  window-seat  and  read,  or  At  least 
kept  his  eye  npon  it  intently  for  some  time,  till 
^oonpoMd  himself.   His  feelings,  I  dare  say, 
vere  awkward  enough.    But  he  no  doubt  re- 
collected baring  rated  me  for  supposing  that 
^  ci)uld  be  at  all  disconcerted  by  any  com- 
|Mnj«  and  he  therefore  resolutely  set  himself 
''  behsre  quite  tm  an  easy  man  of  the  world, 
vho  coold  adapt  himself  at  once  to  the  dispo- 
litioo  sad  manners  of  those  whom  he  might 
E^ce  to  meet. 

Xhe  cheering  sound  of  '*  Dinner  is  upon  the 
i^--,**  dissolyed  lus  reyexie,  and  we  a/2  sat 
i'vn  without  any  symptom  of  ill  humour. 
I^^  were  present,  beside  Mr.  Wilkes  and 
)ir.  Arthur  Lee»  who  was  an  old  oompanion 
*  tane  when  he  attuned  physic  at  Edinoui^h, 
^.  (now  Sir  John)  Miller  *,  Dr.  Lettsom, 
ui  Mr.  Slater,  the  druggist  Mr.  Wilkes 
iaced  himself  next  to  Dr.  Johnson,  and  be- 
«ycd  to  him  with  so  much  attention  and 
ytenesM^  that  he  gained  upon  him  insensibly. 
»•!  man  eat  more  heartily  than  Johnson,  or 
^^i  better  whmt  was  nice  and  delioate.  Mr. 
Hi^cs  was  yery  assiduous  in  helping  him  to 
■^  fine  yesl.  •*  Fn^  give  me  leaye,  Sir — 
''  better  here — A  little  of  the  brown  — 
'*^.  fat,  ^r  —  A  little  of  tiie  stuffing  — 
"^  grayy — Let  me  haye  the  pleaaure  of 
^•fig  you  some  butter  — Allow  me  to  recom- 
''=^i  a  tqneese  of  this  orange ;  or  the  lemon, 
tthapa«  may  liawe  more  seat.*' — **8tr;  sir,  I 
I  Gol^god  to  jon.  Sir,**  cried  Jdmson,  bow- 


MMtlMM 


ing,  «nd  turning  his  head  to  him  with  a  lock 
for  some  time  of  *^surly  virtue,**'  but,  in  a 
short  while,  of  complacency. 

Foote  beW  mentioned,  Johnson  said,  "  He 
b  not  a  good  mimic**  Onie  of  the  company 
added,  "  A  merry- andrew,  a  buflbon.*'  John- 
soH.  **  But  he  has  wit  too,  and  is  not  deficient 
in  ideas,  or  in  fertility  and  yariety  of  imagery, 
and  not  empty  of  reading ;  he  has  knowledge 
enough  to  ml  up  hb  part.  One  species  of  wit 
he  has  in  an  eminent  degree,  that  of  escape. 
You  drive  him  into  a  comer  with  both  hanos ; 
but  he*B  gone.  Sir,  when  you  think  you  have 

got  him^-like  an  animal  that  jumps  over  your 
ead.  Then  he  has  a  great  range  for  wit; 
he  never  lets  truth  stand  between  him  and  a 
jest,  and  he  b  sometimes  mighty  coarse.  Gar- 
rick  b  under  many  restraints  from  which  Foote 
b  free.**  Wilkss.  "•  Garrick*s  wit  b  more 
like  Lord  Che8terfield*s.**  Johhson.  ''The 
first  time  I  was  in  company  with  Foote  was  at 
Fit2herbert*8.  Having  no  good  opinion  of  the 
fellow,  I  was  resolved  not  to  be  pleased ;  and 
it  is  very  difikult  to  please  a  man  against  hb 
will.  I  went  on  eaiiog  my  dinner  pretty  sul- 
lenly, affiscting  not  to  mind  him.  But  tlie  dog 
was  so  very  comical,  that  I  was  obliged  to  lav 
down  my  knife  and  fork,  throw  myself  back 
upon  my  chair,  and  fair^  laugh  it  out  2io» 
Su",  he  was  irresistible.'  He  upon  one  occasion 
experienced,  in  an  extraordinary  degree,  the 
efficacy  of  his  powers  of  entertaining.  Amozbgpst 
the  many  and  various  modes  which  he  trieu  of 
getting  money,  he  became  a  partner  with  a 
small-beer  brewer,  and  he  was  to  have  a  share 
of  the  profits  for  procuring  customers  amongst 
hb  numerous  acquaintance.  Fitzherbert  was 
one  who  took  hb  small-beer ;  but  it  was  so 
bad  that  the  seryants  resolved  not  to  drink  it. 
They  were  at  some  loss  how  to  notify  their 
resolution,  being  afraid  of  offending  their 
master,  who  they  knew  liked  Foote  much  as  a 
companion.  At  ustthey  fixed  upon  a  little  black 
boy,  who  was  rather  a  favourite,  to  be  their 
deputy,  and  deliver  their  remonstrance ;  and, 
having  invested  him  with  the  whole  authorilj 
of  the  kitchen,  he  was  to  inform  Mr.  Fitsher- 
bert,  in  all  their  names,  upon  a  oertam  day, 
that  they  would  drink  Foote*s  small-beer  no 
longer.  On  that  day  Foote  h^)pened  to  dine 
at  Fitzherbert's,  and  thb  boy  served  at  table ; 
he  was  so  delighted  with  Foote's  stories,  and 
merriment,  and  grimace,  that  when  he  went 
down  stairs,  he  told  them,  *13ib  b  the  fuaaat 
man  I  have  ever  seen.  I  will  not  deliver  your 
messaoe.    I  will  drink  hb  small-beer**  ** 

Somebody  observed  that  Grarrick  could  not 
have  done  this.  Wiuus.  **  Garrick  would 
have  made  the  small-beer  still  smaller.  Ho  b 
now  leaving  the  stage ;  but  he  will  play  Semb 


«  Foote  told  AM  that  JobMOD  nM  of  Ua.  "For  kaS, 
^Mtreparow,  iMroad^teoad  mlitli,  1  know  not  m  •^mI.". 
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all  his  life.**  I  knew  tliat  Johiuon  would  let 
nobody  attack  Garrick  but  himself,  as  Garrick 
said  to  me,  and  I  had  heard  him  pruse  his 
liberality ;  so  to  bring  out  his  commendation  of 
his  celebrated  pupil,  I  said,  loudly,  ^  I  haye 
heard  Garrick  is  liberal.**  Johhsok.  ''Yes, 
Sir,  I  know  that  Garrick  has  giyen  away  more 
money  than  any  man  in  England  that  I  am 
acquainted  with,  and  that  not  from  ostentatious 
yiews.  Garrick  was  yery  poor  when  he  began 
life ;  so  when  he  came  to  haye  money,  he  pro- 
bably was  yery  unskilful  in  giying  away,  and 
sayed  when  he  should  not.  But  Garrick  began 
to  be  liberal  as  soon  as  he  could ;  and  I  am  of 
opinion,  the  reputation  of  ayarice  which  he 
has  had  has  been  yery  lucky  for  him,  and  pre« 
yented  his  haying  maide  enemies.  You  d^ise 
a  man  for  ayarice,  but  do  not  hate  him.  Gar- 
rick  might  haye  been  much  better  attacked 
for  Hying  with  more  splendour  than  is  suitable 
to  a  player ' ;  if  they  had  had  the  wit  to  haye 
assaulted  him  in  that  quarter,  they  might  haye 
galled  him  more.  But  they  have  kept  cla- 
mouring about  his  ayarice,  which  has  rescued 
him  from  much  obloquy  and  enyy.** 

Talking  of  the  great  difficulty  of  obtaining 
authentic  information  for  biography,  Johnson 
told  us,  **  When  I  was  a  young  fellow,  I  wanted 
to  write  the  Life  of  Dryden  *,  and,  in  order 
to  get  materials,  I  applied  to  the  only  two  per- 
sons then  aliye  who  had  seen  him ;  these  were 
old  Swinney^  and  old  Gibber.  Swinney*s 
information  was  no  more  than  this, '  That  at 
Will*s  coffee-house  Dryden  had  a  particular 
chair  for  himself^  which  was  set  b^  the  fire  in 
winter,  and  was  then  called  his  winter  chair ; 
and  that  it  was  carried  out  for  him  to  the 
balcony  in  summer,  and  was  then  called  his 
summer  chair.*    Gibber  could  tell  no  more  but 

*  That  he  remembered  him  a  decent  old  man, 
arbiter  of  critical  disputes  at  Will*s.*  You  are 
to  consider  that  Ciboer  was  then  at  a  great 
distance  from  Dryden,  had  perhaps  one  leg 
only  in  the  room,  and  durst  not  orsw  in  the 
other.**  ^  BoswBLL.  '^  Yet  Gibber  was  a  man 
of  obseryation  ?  **  Johnson.  ^  I  think  not.** 
BoswELL.  **  You  will  allow  his  '  Apology  *  to 
be  well  done.**  Johnson.  "^  Very  well  done, 
to  be  sure,  Sir.  That  book  is  a  striking  proof 
of  the  justice  of  Pope*s  remark :  — 

*  Each  might  his  seraral  province  well  commmnd. 
Would  all  but  stoop  to  what  they  undenUnd.*  ** 

BoewxLL.    ^  And  his  plays  are  good.**    Johh- 


1  This  obMrTatkMi  accredlU.  I  must  own,  the  idm  that  the 
character  of  Froipero,  In  the  Rambler,  was  meant  for  Gar> 
rick :  tee  amt^,  p.  «.  n.  I.  —  Caossa. 

>  This  was  probably  for  "  Clbber'c  Uret.'*  as  well  at  the 
•*L1fe  of  Shakespeare,'*  meottooed  eiK^,  p.  171.  n.  3.— 
Caoan. 

s  Owen  MeSwinney.  who  died  in  I7M,  and  bemieathed  his 
fortune  to  Mrs.  Womne ton,  the  actress.  He  had  been  a 
manager  of  Drurjr  Lane  theatre,  and  aAerwardi  of  the  Queen  s 
theatre  In  the  Hajroarket.  He  was  also  a  dramatic  writer, 
havlnff  produced  a  oomedf  entitled  '*  The  Quacks,  or  LoTe*s 
the  Pbrsidao,**  1706,  and  two  operas.  —  Malons. 

*  Gibber  was  twenty-nine  when  Dryden  died,  and  had  pro- 
duced his  first  comedy  of  Lo9e*»  Latt  SkM  tf  years  before. 
^Caoftaa,  1847. 


SON.  ^  Yes ;  but  that  was  his  trade ;  Vupr^ 
du  corps;  he  had  been  all  his  life  tmoog 
players  and  play-writers.  I  wondered  that  be 
nad  so  little  to  say  in  conyersation,  for  he  had 
kept  the  best  company,  and  learnt  all  that  cm 
be  got  by  the  ear.  He  abused  Findar  to  me, 
and  then  showed  me  an  ode  of  his  own,  whh 
an  absurd  couplet,  making  a  linnet  soar  on  at 
eagle*s  wing.'  I  told  him  that  when  the  iii> 
cients  made  a  simile,  they  always  made  it  like 
somethimr  real.** 

Mr.  Wilkes  remarked,  that  ''among  iH 
the  bold  fUghts  of  Shakspeare's  imsgination, 
the  boldest  was  making  Bimam-wood  maidi 
to  Dunsinane;  creating  a  wood  where  there 
neyer  was  a  shrub;  a  wood  in  Scotland!  hi! 
ha!  ha!**  And  he  also  obsenred,  thaf^tbe 
clannish  slayery  of  the  Highlands  of  Scodaod 
was  the  single  exception  to  Milton*8  remark  of 
*  the  mountain  nymph,  sweet  Liberty/  beb2 
worshipped  in  all  hilly  countries.**  '^  When  I 
was  at  Inyerary,**  said  he,  **  on  a  yisit  to  mj 
old  friend  Archibald,  Duke  of  Argyle,  bis 
dependents  congratulated  me  on  beb|  rack  a 
fayourite  of  his  Grace.    I  said,  *  It  la,  theo, 

Sentlemen,  truly  lucky  for  me ;  for  if  I  had 
ispleased  the  duke,  and  he  had  wiahed  H, 
there  is  not  a  Campbell  among  you  hut  wookl 
have  been  ready  to  bring  John  Wilkea'a  heHl 
to  him  in  a  charger.    It  would  haye  been  oolj 

•  Off  with  his  headl  so  much  for  AfkAvry: 

I  was  then  member  for  Aylesbury.** 

Dr.  Johnson  and  Mr.  WUkes  talked  of  tke 
contested  passage  in  Horace's  ''Art  of  Foetiy," 
Difficile  eit  propria  comwnmia  Seert,  Mr. 
Wukes,  according  to  my  note,  gave  the  inter 
pretation  thus :  ''  It  is  difficult  to  speak  vitk 
propriety  of  common  things ;  as  if  t  poet 
nad  to  speak  of  Queen  Carmine  drinking  tet. 
he  must  endeayour  to  ayoid  the  yulsantj  ^ 
cups  and  saucers.**  But,  upon  reaoing  bt 
note,  he  tells  me  that  be  meant  to  nji  ^ 
"  the  word  comnuadoy  being  a  Bodsb  U« 
term,  signifies  here  things  conammuprit^  thit 
is  to  say,  what  haye  neyer  yet  been  treated  bT 
any  body ;  and  this  appears  clearly  from  what 
followed,  — 


Tuqtw 


Rcctiilis  Iliacuin  carmen  dedueia  in  aetUi 
Quiro  ai  profcrrea  ignota  uutietaqne  pfinns-' 

You  wiU  easier  make  a  tragedy  out  of  the  Ha^ 
than  on  any  subject  not  handled  beto- 


»  Seeonlif.p.  117.— Boawau. 

•  My  very  pleasant  friend  bimsdi;  as  well 
remember  old  stories,  will  no  doubl  be 
observe,  that  John  Wllkea  here  sbovs  hi — 
Warimrtomitmaduol.  It  Is  nercrtbcleaB  ttw. 

Dr.  Hurd  the  bishop  of  Worcester^ * — 

and  notes  no  the  **  Enlttola  ad  Pis_ 
rest  of  a  long  note  on  this  poini  will  be 

It  seems  to  result  from  the  whole 
ordinary  meaning  of  the  words,  the 
and  that,  to  make  sense,  « 
assign  to  them  an  unnsoal 
are  agreed  —  bv  the  help  of  the 
meamng  matt  be.  bat  do 
dgrtjmm  imlerprti, — C 


as  dhtnvktt 

irwkst<ifc> 


Beswmjy 

_,ihAi>«« 

i]ie«of«»w 
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Jomov.  ''He  means  that  it  is  difficult  to 
•ppropriate  to  particular  pertODB  qualities 
whidi  are  oonunon  to  all  mankind,  as  Homer 
haidoiifc" 

Wnxn.  **  We  hare  no  d^-poet  now :  that 
ttiaoAoe  which  has  gone  into  diauae.  The 
lift  wai  Elkanah  Settled*  There  is  something 
in  MOMff  which  one  cannot  help  feeling.  Now 
EQumk  StUk  sounds  so  queer^  who  can  expect 
Biuch  fixMtt  that  name  ?  We  should  haye  no 
n  to  giTC  it  for  John  Dryden,  in  pre- 
to  Hk  '^     ■      ^ 


ierenoe  to  Hkanah  Settle,  from  the 

oni/,  without  knowing  their  different  merits.** 

JoDtoN.  ^  I  suppose,  8ir,  Settle  did  as  well 

for  aldermen  in  his  time,  as  John  Home  could 

do  now.    Where  did  Beckford  and  Trecothick 

karn  English  P** 

I     Mr.  iraur  Lee  mentioned  some  Scotch 

vho  bad  taken  possession  of  a  barren  part  of 

Ameries,  and   wondered   why   they   should 

choofe  it    JoBHSON.   ^  Why,  Sir,  all  barren- 

neai  is  eompamtiTe.    The  Scotch  would  not 

bow  it  to  be  barren.**    Boswbll.  **Come, 

cooe,  he  is  flattering  the  English.    You  have 

now  beoi  in  Scotland,  Sir,  and  say  if  you  did 

Bot  lee  meat  and  drink  enough  there.**    Johm- 

Mir.  **  Why,  yes.  Sir;  meat  and  drink  enough 

to  give  the  inbubitanta  sufficient  strength  to 

run  swar  from  home.**    All  these  ^uick  and 

lively  nUiea  were  said  sportively,  quite  in  jest, 

*nd  with  a  smile,  which  showed  that  he  meant 

only  wit    Upon  this  topic  he  and  Mr.  Wilkes 

coold  pofectly  aasimilate ;  here  was  a  bond  of 

vutm  between  them,  and  I  was  conscious  that 

ti  both  of  them  had  visited  Caledonia,  both 

vere  fully  satisfied  of  the  strange  narrow  igno- 

naoe  of  thoae  who  imagine  that  it  u  a  land  of 

ftaioit.    But  they  amused  themselves  with 

pmerering  in  the  old  jokes.    When  I  claimed 

•  niperionty  for  Scotland  over  England  in 

**^  nspeet,  thai  no  man  can  be  arrested  there 

^  a  debt  merely  because  another  swears  it 

•met  him ;  bat  there  must  first  be  the  jud^- 

Bvat  of  a  court    of  law    ascertaining    its 

jotice;  and  tliat  a  seizure  of  the  person, 

^ore  judgment  is  obtained,  can  take  place 

««1t  if  Us  creditor  should  swear  that  he  is  about 

^  iy  from  the  country,  or,  as  it  is  technically 

^preifed,  is  m   meditatione  fugct,     W11.KBS. 

**  Th&t  I  iboald  think,  may  be  safely  sworn  of 

til  the  Scotch    nation.**    Johhson   (to  Mr. 

H'Okes).     «'Toa   must  know,  Sir,   I  lately 

^  my  friend  Boswell,  and  showed  him  ge- 


Midaelty 
to  ^ 

IM  WM  Ihc  Uat, 


madt  the  city  poet, 
rtMoftlMlUfor't- 
He  died,  IB  im,  • 
X^eqfZ)fyddi.— 


S 


• 


MorrU,  Mid  tb«  was  the  widow  of 
Ubl«  for  bar  ImUatloM  of  pic* 
wUcii  JobDMQ  ealM  tmlUe  plctur«i« 
fai  Mn.  Thnle't  leCicra  m  fmUU, 
sljr  of**  iktekmnm  ^iktfair  Qmkfr,** 
kb  poMlraitoa  IftMn  yasn,  but  ibe  was  at  this 
My.  ana  har  eaCaanporaiias  daicriba  bar  aa 
■Hna  eoantanaoea  with  loiBawhat  a 
Bd  kwBoiDcaM  attractive.    Sbadicd 
cifhtj CaoKu,  1M7. 


nuine  civilised  life  in  an  English  provincial 
town.  I  turned  him  loose  at  Lichfield,  my 
native  ci^,  that  he  might  see  for  once  real 
dvility ;  for  you  know  he  lives  among  savages 
in  Scotland,  and  among  rakes  in  London.** 
Whjlss.  "  Except  when  he  is  with  grave, 
sober,  decent  people,  like  you  and  me.**  Johh« 
BOH  (smiling).  **  And  we  ashamed  of  him.** 

They  were  quite  frank  and  easv.  Johnson 
told  the  story  of  his  asking  Mrs.  Macaulay  to 
allow  her  footman  to  sit  down  with  them,  to 
prove  the  ridiculousness  of  the  argument  for 
the  equality  of  mankind ;  and  he  said  to  me 
afterwards,  with  a  nod  of  satisfaction,  **  You 
saw  Mr.  Wilkea  acquiesced.**  Wilkes  talked 
with  all  imaginable  freedom  of  the  ludicrous 
title  given  to  the  attorney-general,  Diabobu 
r^it ;  adding,  **  I  have  reason  to  know  some- 
thing  about  that  officer ;  for  I  was  prosecuted 
for  a  libel.**  Johnson,  who  man  v  people  would 
have  supposed  must  have  been  niriouslv  angry 
at  heanng  this  talked  of  so  lightly,  said  not  a 
word.  He  was  now,  indeed^  **  a  good-humoured 
feUow.- 

After  dinner  we  had  an  accession  of  Mrs. 
Knowles  *,  the  Quaker  ladv,  well  known  for  her 
various  talents,  and  of  Air.  Alderman  Lee.' 
Amidst  some  patriotic  groans,  somebody  (I 
think  the  Alderman)  said,  **  Poor  old  England 
is  lost**  JoHKSOH.  "  Sir,  it  is  not  so  much  to 
be  lamented  that  old  England  is  lost,  as  that 
the  Scotch  have  found  it**^  Wilkbs.  ^  Had 
Lord  Bute  governed  Scotland  only,  I  should 
not  have  taken  the  trouble  to  write  his  eulogy, 
and  dedicate  *Mobtuisb*  to  him.** 

Mr.  Wilkes  held  a  candle  to  show  a  fine 
print  of  a  beautiful  female  figure  which  hung 
m  the  room,  and  pointed  out  the  elegant  con- 
tour of  the  bosom  with  the  finger  of  an  arch 
connoisseur.  He  afterwards  in  a  conversation 
with  me  waggishly  insisted,  that  all  the  time 
Johnson  showed  visible  signs  of  a  fervent  ad- 
miration of  the  corresponding  charms  of  the 
fair  Quaker. 

This  record,  though  by  no  means  so  perfect 
as  I  could  wish,  will  serve  to  sive  a  notion  of 
a  verv  curious  interview,  which  was  not  only 
pleasing  at  the  time,  but  had  the  i^reeable  and 
benignant  effect  of  reconciling  any  animosity, 
and>  sweeteniiur  any  acidity,  which,  in  the  va^ 
rious  bustle  ofpolitical  contest,  hsd  been  pro- 
duced in  the  minds  of  two  men,  who,  though 
widely  different,  had  so  many  things  in  com- 


1  It  U  to  tbia  ftntlcman  that  allwlon  U  rappoted  in  ba 
nade  In  the  followlnff  anacdota :  —  **  Sobm  ona  mentloDed  a 
t«ntl«inaa  of  that  partj  for  having  bahaved  oddlj  on  aa 
occailoa  wbora  factkm  was  not  onoeemad:  *  U  ha  noCa clti- 
Bcn  or  London,  a  nativa  of  North  America,  and  a  Whif  ?* 
■aid  Johnaon.  *  Lat  Mn  ba  abturd,  I  bag  of  you :  whan  a 
monkaf  h  loa  Ilka  a  man,  it  ihocka  00a.*  **—  Fioai*  p.  64.  — 
CaoKBV. 

4  It  would  not  baeoma  ma  to  axpatfartr  on  tbia  itronff  and 
pololad  ramarii.  In  wblrh  a  very  graat  deal  of  meanlof  U  con- 
dented.  — BoawRUL.  Mr.  Boswell  leanit  to  take  as  teriam 
what  waa  erldently  a  nare  plaaMatrj.  and  could  bava  no 
•arlooa  maanlnf  thai  I  can  dlaeorar...-  Cboku. 
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mon  —  classical  learmni^,  modem  Utersture, 
wit  and  humour,  and  reodT  repartee  —  thai  it 
would  have  been  much  to  be  regretted  if  they 
had  been  for  ever  at  a  distanee  from  eacn 
other. 

Mr.  Burke  gaTe  me  much  credit  for  tina 
Bueoeasful  negoHathn;  and  pleasandj  aaid, 
*^  that  there  was  nothing  equal  to  it  in  the 
wh(^e  history  of  the  carpi  dwiom&tiqwe** 

I  attended  Dr.  Johnson  home^  and  had  the 
satisfiiction  to  hear  him  tell  Mn.  WUliama 
how  much  he  had  been  pleased  with  Mr. 
Wilke8*8  companj,  and  what  an  agreeable  daj 
he  had  pasaea.' 

I  talked  a  gooddeid  to  him  of  the  celebrated 
Margaret  Caroline  Rudd,  whom  I  had  visited, 
indu^  hf  the  fame  of  her  talents,  address, 
and  irreaistible  power  of  faacination.*  To  a 
lad?  who  disapproved  of  my  yisiting  her,  he 
said  OB  a  former  oeeasion,  ^^Nay,  Madam, 
Boewell  is  in  the  right ;  I  lAiovld  Imve  Tisited 
her  mysd^  were  it  net  tiiat  they  hove  now  a 
trick  of  putting  every  thing  into  the  news- 
papers.** Ihis  evening  he  exclaimed,  ^  I  envy 
nim  his  acquaintance  with  Mrs.  Rudd.** 

I  mentioned  s  sdieme  which  I  hod  of  mak^ 
ing  a  tour  to  the  Isle  of  Man,  and  giving  a  full 
aecount  of  it ;  and  that  Mr.  Burice  had  phky- 
iidly  ouggested  aa  a  motto^ 

*'  The  proper  study  of  mankiod  is  Mak.** 

JoomoH.  *'  Sir,  jaa  will  get  more  by  the  book 
than  the  jamt  will  east  ypa;  oo  you  will  have 
your  drrarsios  for  ttothi^g»  and  add  to  yonz 
reputation.**' 


CHAPTER  LVU. 

1776—1777. 

MMmm*a  Temper,  —  Sir  Joekma  Reyualdi'a  Dinmere. 

—  GoUemith*9  EpiiapL  —  The  Eoumd  lUkin.  — 
EmptojfwiM^  ej  Tkmc  — * GofTBf|NiMnnR0e.  ^^  Tie^ 
eoneiBaiiom  in  Me  BamoeU  Fmmify.  —  Blair*$ 
Su  mem.  -—  Severe  /iiiffiptriffaw. »  JBmter  Dap, 

—  lYuper.  —  Mr  Jktmmder  Dklu^^  Sham**  Eree 
gNwffr.  —  Almoa  empapee  io  write  '*Tke 
lAme  of  ike  EmpOek  Beete."  *^  Edmmed  J)ify  -. 
Oarreepomdemee.  —  ChaHee  O'Commar, 

Or  the  evening  of  the  next  day  [16th  Mar] 
I  took  leave  of  him,  being  to  set  out  ror 


1  The  fbHowtor  if  Dr.  JoIuimniIi  ova  flooA-biniKNircd 
•eeooM  to  Mrt.  Thrale  of  Ulli  mactlaf ;  -.  **  For  1117  port  I 
brgln  to  Mttle,  ond  keep  compaar  with  grmee  oMiiiio.    I 


I  voiteidi|r  In  the  Pooltrx  wttb  Mr.  Alderaun  Wilkoe, 
Mr.  AMenaan  Leo,  and  ConneHlor  Leo.  Me  brother. 
There  ut  700  thowhltethlnkinir,  *  Whet  to  JohoMB  dotng  ?* 
Whet  iboiild  he  be  dolnv  ?  He  to  broeklnr  Jokoi  with  Jock 
Wllkei  apoo  the  Scotch.  Such,  Madam,  are  Uie  Tfctaaitudce 
of  thtagt  1  And  there  wat  Mre.  Koovlee.  the  Qnaher,  that 
worfci  the  Mitlle  pleturee,  who  to  o  grrat  adnlnroryov 
conTorntkro.**  -^  LeMen.  ^  Cboku. 

>  See  amii,  p.  4S5.  n.  8.  Her  power  of  fiiedBalion  w«foel»> 
bratcd,  becaaee  It  wat  the  tehfon  to  mqipoao  thai  dM  had 
fuelnatcd  her  loror  to  the  sallowi,  when.  In  fact,  the  had 
onlx  hetrajed  him.    We  cannot  but  wonder  how  Johnson 


Scotland.  I  tbianked  hSai,  with  great  wannth, 
for  all  his  kindnesa.  ''Sir,**  sud  he,  *^j^ 
are  very  weloome.  Nobody  vepajs  it  with 
more." 

How  very  fidae-  ia  the  netioB  that  hu  gwe 
round  the  worlds  of  the  rough,  and  paaiomu, 
and  harsh  manners  of  thia  great  and  nod 
!     That  he  had  oocaaioiial  sallies  of  beii 


of  tempor,  and  that  he  was  aometimcs,  psrkn 
too  ^  eaail^r  provoked  **  by  absurdity  and  mj, 
and  aometimea  too  deoirons  of  triumpb  io  fiol* 
kxpual  oonteat,  must  be  allowed.  The  (jaa^- 
neas  both  of  his  perception  and  aensihiiity  db* 
posed  him  to  sudden  axploeioiis'  of  satire;  to 
which  hia  extraordinary  readmeas  of  wit  wai  a 
strong  and  afanoot  Irraiatible  ineitemeot  To 
adopt  one  of  the  finest  images  in  Mr.  Hone'i 
**Dingla8,** 


■  **  On  eadi  glance  of  thought 
Decision  followed,  as  the  thunderboK 
Pursues  the  flash  I  ** 


I  admit  that  the  beadle  within  him  was  ofta 
so  ea^  to  apply  the  lash^  that  the  judeebd 
not  tune  to  conaider  the  caae  with  saoicieBt 
deliberation. 

That  he  waa  oocastonally  renunkabte  for 
violenoe  of  temper  may  be  granted ;  bat  let  o 
aaoertain  the  degree,  and  not  let  it  he  fnpposal 
that  he  was  in  a  perpetual  rage,  and  never 
without  a  club  in  his  hand  to  knodc  dovs 
every  one  who  approached  him.  On  the  ooa- 
trary,  the  truth  is,  that  by  much  the  grestert 
part  of  hia  time  he  was  civil,  obt]^;ing,  mj, 
polite  in  the  true  senae  of  the  word;  so  mod 
80,  that  man  V  eentlemen  who  were  kwg  se> 

2uainted  with  him  never  received,  or  em 
card  a  strong  ezpi'esaion  from 


[JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  THRALE. 


**  Boswttll  went  away  on  Thunday  n^t  viA 
DO  great  iBcUnatioa  to  travel  noethwwd;  bat  «h) 
oaa  contend  with  dettiay?  Hesayahabadavfiy 
pliaiBiit  Journey.  He  eanics  with  htai  two  cr 
thnagoodraK>lntion8;  1  hope  they  will  boIbouU 

cm  the  mad.** 

'Ibf  Hint 

**  Oa  Friday  and  Saturday  I  dined  with  Dr. 
Taylor,  who  ia  in  discontent,  but  letolTcd  oot  te 
stay  much  longer  to  hear  the  c^inions  of  la«7<rs 
who  are  all  against  him.     On  Sunday  I  diacd  at 


BO  hni 


I 


ipoaedoaae 
hot,  aa  Boewell  mafcee  him  eqr.  <we 
thIa  every  way  faifknioos  wefnaa 

a  **  May  14.  1776.    BoeweU  goea  aw«y 
well   latuSed  with  hit  jooraey.     Some  gnei 
nromlaed  to  obtain  Mm  a  pUiee;  and  thmi  a 
nther  and  hie  new  wMh.'*  — X<<tee»    Thia  plac 
oblained,  and  the  critleal  twader  will  ehaerve  • 
■aeae  la  thie  worh.  the  ton*  «f  which  may  ht 
hto  dieappolnlaeent  In   thIa  point.     Lm 
hrteljr  married  EHaaheth  BoeweH,  deter  of  Om 
BoeweU,  afkarwmfde  a  Lofd  ef  Saadoo.  hf  the  till 
Balofuta.     She  waa  thw  oooriu  juniahi  oT  km 
Orihia  marrinp  there  waa  no  laeae.  •» 

*  Lear,  act  it.  ac  6.  —  C» 
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Sb  JodMM^  Imne  on  th*  Ml!  [  Riebmofid],  with 
Amph  [Shipley] :  the  dinner  im 


t^UtthopofSt. 

good  \  and  the  bithop  i«  knowing  and  eomrenable."] 

Tbe  foUonuig  letten  oonceming  an  Epitaph 
which  he  wfoC«  for  the  noBumeni  of  Dr.  Gold- 
»nith,  in  Wertnuiisitr  Abbey^  afiord  at  oiiee  a 
proof  of  hii  uaafleeleil  nodcstjt  his  carakflmeas 
as  to  his  owB  writiogi,  and  of  th«  great  respect 
which  he  entertained  for  the  taste  and  judg- 
aent  of  the  ezoeUent  and  eminent  person  to 
whom  thefint  and  last  are  addressed  :'— 

jomrsoN  TO  r£yvold& 

••Hay  16. 1776. 
"  Dua  Suy  •—  I  hate  been  kept  away  from  you, 
I  luMw  not  well  how,  and  of  theae  Tezatious  hin- 
dnoca  i  know  not  when  them  will  be  an  end.  I 
tbtrcArraend  yom  the  poor  dear  Doctor's  Epiuph. 
^^  ii  fiiBt  youraelf ;  and  if  you  then  think  It 
Hf^fai,  ihow  it  to  the  Club.  I  aoi,  yoa  know, 
vUliag  to  be  eomaetcd  If  you  thmk  any  thing 
mch  aiaiai,  keep  it  to  yourwlf  till  we  come  toge- 
ther. I  have  aent  two  copica,  but  prefer  the  card. 
The  data  miast  ba  settled  by  Dr.  Percy.  J  am, 
Stf .  && ,  Sa  M.  Jouxsox.** 

[MISS  RETNOLDS  TO  JOHNSON.* 

•BIchBBOod  Hill,  Jane  U.  1776. 

"Sis,—  Tou  saw  by  my  last  letter  that  I  knew 
uihiag  of  your  illncsi»  and  it  waa  unkind  of  you 
■ot  to  ttU  me  what  bad  been  the  matter  with  you ; 
•ad  TOU  ihouhl  have  let  me  know  hovr  Mrs.  Thrale 
■dall  the  Imul^  wove;  but  that  would  haire  been 
*»^  tran^pmsMm  of  tbe  rule  yon  have  certainly 
l*«crihcd  to  ynuiaelf  of  writing  to  aome  aort  of 
ptople  juat  such  a  number  of  Hnca.  Be  lo  good  aa 
^  bfoiir  SBs  with  Dr.  Goldanith*k  EpiUph;  and 
if  Ton  have  no  ot^laction,  I  ihould  be  Tory  glad  to 

'  it  to  Dr.  Beattie.  I  am  writing  now  to  Mn. 
lod  can  seares  hope  ahe  will  ever  excuse 
■f  ikasMM  nsgioet  of  writing  to  bar,  but  by 
"*dio|  her  awnHhJng  eurioui  for  Dr.  Bcattie 

"  I  oaot  know  whether  my  brother  ever  men* 
(«*al  to  yon*  what  Dr.  Bcattie  aaid  in  a  letter  he 
'woived  Irom  hiaa  tbe  beginning  of  laat  month. 
Ailhafehisloliarhefe^I  wiUtraMoribeit.  •  In 
*.'  tUrd  Faar,  which  treats  of  the  advantages  of ' 
leaaaia^   I  have  aaid  aomcthing  of  Dr. 


•  Tfcu^niao  of  Sir  Joahoa't  dhmer  vat  not  a  natter  of 
**■«;  wr  kifl  table.  Kbousto  verjr  BgneatAet  «ai  not  what 
"  '  a  mtod  ooe.  aa  lypeain  from  tbe  following 
I  or  It  l9  Ifr.  CSrartcoay  (a  flrequeot  and 
)  le  mr  Jamea  Mackliicoth :  — 

InC  itnfuUr  In  the  Ujie  and  eeooomjr 
•  table  thatcoombuted  to  pl«a«antry  and  cood 
pant  ^ettty»  wlthoot  anj  ragara  to 
A  table  prepared  for  Mven  or  eiffht, 
eeolalB  Sfkeen  or  •lateen,  wnen 
^Fvnaf  eiMCMify  waa  got  over,  a  defldraey  of  kniTM, 
'y»  Mrfw,  aoAflaagaa  iocce»ded.  The  attendance  »a*  In 
y  *•»  iif  le  (  and  It  waa  abaolutel/  ncceuary  to  call  In- 
y*r  fcr  aoar.  bmd,  or  whie,  that  yoo  might  be  loppifed 
""^  t^'v  balorv  tbe  flnt  cmirie  waa  over.  He  waa  once 
•^•M  oa  le  fltamlah  tbe  table  with  deeantera  and  g lasMt 
*>  ■  ner.  to  aaee  time,  and  prevent  the  tardf  manonivrefl  of 
*- w  O^M  eeaaaloaal  nndliclplincd  doflaettfef.    As  theM 

vere  denollihed  In  the  courte  of 
Sir  loAoa  could  never  be  perauaded  to  rcptare 
Bet  fbaie  trlglng  enibanraMni<»ntt  onlf  terved  to 

plrafure  of  the  entertatii- 

were  bin  little  Httendcd 

ever  talli<^  of  or  recom- 

tMa  ceovlTlal,  animated  bostle  amonf  bla 


yaqjhe  bflarltj  and  tingelar  plra 
*""•  Th«  vtM,  ODokery,  and  dUhca 
!:  "'^  vai  tbe  Sab  or  venttoo  ev< 


Jobnaon,  which  I  hope  will  pleaae  him  ;  I  ought 
not  to  call  it  a  compliment,  fbr  it  expreaaea  nothing 
but  the  real  aentimenta  of  my  heart.  I  can  nev^ 
forget  the  many  and  great  obligations  I  am  imder 
to  hia  genius  ud  to  his  virtue^  and  I  wiah  for  an 
opportunity  of  teatifying  my  gratitude  to  the 
world.' 

"  My  brother  aays  he  has  lost  Dr.  Gddsoiith'a 
Epitaph,  otherwiae  I  would  not  trouble  you  for  it. 
Indeed  I  should  or  I  ought  to  have  aaked  if  you  had 
any  objection  to  my  sending  it,  before  I  did  lend  it. 
I  am,  my  good  Sir,  &c., 
~  BeymoUB  MS.  «  PaAXCxs  Rstkolds.'* 

JOHNSON  TO  MISS  REYNOLDS. 

'*June«.  1776. 
**  DxAEKST  Maoam,  —  You  sfc  aa  naughty  as 
you  can  be.  I  am  willing  eiunigh  to  write  to  you 
when  I  have  any  thing  to  aay.  Aa  for  my  diaordcr, 
aa  Sir  Joahua  aaw  me,  I  fancied  he  would  tell  you, 
and  that  I  needed  not  tell  you  myself.  Of  Dr. 
Goldamith'a  Epitaph,  I  aent  Sir  Joabua  two  copiea, 
and  liad  none'mysel£  If  he  has  loot  it,  he  hss  not 
done  well.  BiU  I  suppoae  I  can  recollect  it,  and 
will  aend  it  to  you.  —  1  am,  Madam,  fltc, 

"Sam.  JouaaoN. 

"P.a^All  the  Thralea  are  well,  and  Mis. 
Ihnle  haa  a  great  regsrd  for  Misi  Reynolds.''] 

JOHNSON  TO  REYNOLD& 

**  June  n.  I776L 
**  Sir,  —  Miaa  Reynolda  haa  s  mind  to  aend  the 
Epitaph  to  Dr.  Beattia ;  I  am  very  vi)ling»  bat 
having  no  copy,  eaiwot  immediately  recolleet  it. 
She  telb  me  you  have  lost  it.  Try  to  recollect, 
and  put  down  aa  much  aa  you  retain ;  you  perbapa 
may  have  kept  what  1  hare  dropped.  The  lines 
for  which  I  am  at  a  loaa  sre  aometfaiag  of  renon 
civUiMm  aire  nofaiWiam.'  It  waa  a  sorry  trick  to 
loae  it ;  help  me  if  yoa  cso.  •—  I  am.  Sir,  your  most 
humble  aervant,  Sam.  Johkbok. 

**  The  gout  growa  betlarp  hot  slowly.* 

It  was,  I  think,  after  I  had  left  London  in 
this  year,  that  this  Epitaph  gave  occasion  to  a 
remonstrance  to  the  MonareS  of  Literature,  for 
an  account  of  which  I  am  indebted  to  Sir 
William  Forbes,  of  Piuligo. 


guetta,  our  hoct  tat  perfcctlr  coaapoiod  i  atwayt  attentive  to 
what  wai  Miidt  never  Bbidlog  what  waa  eet  or  drunk,  bat 
Irft  everyone  at  perfect  Ulieitjr  to  sciamitte  fnr  himielf. 
Temporal  and  f pIrituaU  pean,  pbjaialent,  lawyert,  acton, 
and  muflciant.  compoced  the  motley  groop,  ami  pUyrd  their 
part*  wUbottt  ditaonanee  or  discord.  At  Sve  o'clock  prpcbely 
dinner  waa  terved,  whether  ell  tbe  lovRed  giietta  werearHved 
or  not.  Mr  Joibua  waa  never  aa  fhaMooabty  Ill-bred  aa  ta 
wait  an  hovr  perbapa  far  two  or  Ibrae  pervona  of  ranb  or 
title,  and  put  the  rest  of  tbe  company  out  of  bnmoor  by  tbia 
Invldloaf  dUHucthai.  Hla  fripndi  and  latlmaie  aeooahitance 
will  ever  love  bla  memory,  and  wMI  long  regrat  tboae  loelal 
boon,  and  the  ebeerlMneae  of  that  Irregolar.  convivial  laMe, 
which  no  one  baa  atteflipced  to  revive  or  taibaae.  or  waa  In* 
deed  qoaHSed  torapply.  '  TMa  homeir  style,  perbapa,  may 
explain  an  ebacure  pastage  in  OibtMm't  lalier  to  Cerrkb, 
14th  Ang.  1777.  (Oer.  €br.,  1.  SBS.)t  **  Aiture  Sir  Josboa  la 
particular  that  I  have  not  lost  my  rellab  for  manly  eonver* 
«atlon  and  dw  tode^  of  the  krumm  HMt  {  "  or  It  may  allode 
to  the  tavern  tibia  or  tbe  Club  —  Caoaini. 

•  The  letten  from  and  to  Mlaa  Reynolda  I  Save  added  to 
the  text  te  explain  itae  ochera.  ~  Caoasa. 

'  Them  words  muat  have  been  in  tbe  other  topjr.  Tbof 
are  not  In  that  wMeh  waa  prefbrrad.  ->  Caoar.a. 
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That  my  readen  maj  have  tke  rabject  more 
fukXj  and  dearl j  before  them,  I  shall  mieii  the 
Epiti^'; 

«OLIVARII  GOLDSMITH, 

PoeUe,  Phjsici,  Historiei, 
Qni  nallam  fere  teribcndi  genus 

Nqo  teUgit, 

Nullum  quod  tatigit  non  oraavit': 

8kt9  risus  csacot  morendi, 

StTslacryms, 

Aftctuum  potcns  stlmis  domiaalor : 

Ingcnio  wliliniw,  viTidut,  venatilii^ 

Ontione  gfandis,  Ditidus»  vcnustus : 

Hoe  mooumrato  memortam  eoluit 

Sodslium  amor, 

Amiconim  fides* 


Nsttts  in  Hibcrnii  Fornise  Longfbidiensisi 

In  loeo  cut  nomcn  Fkllss, 

Nov.  zaix.  MDocxzzL*; 

£blan«  literis  institutus ; 

Obiit  Londini, 

AprU.  IT.  MOCCLXXIT." 

Sir  William  Forbes  writes  to  me  thus :  **  I  en* 
elose  the  Rommd  i?s&m.  This  jeu  tteaprU  took  its 
rise  one  day  at  dinner  at  our  Inend  Sir  Joshua 
RcTnolds*s.  All  the  companT  present,  ezeept  my- 
self were  friends  and  scquautsnee  of  Dr.  Gold- 
smith.     The  Epitaph  written  far  him  by  Dr. 


t  TiMfellewlDff 
Mm  of  the  Ml 
■uch  or  ths 
Ttnloa. 


Ijlktnl 
ittir  of  this 
M  1  ooaM 


wOl  ghre  a  toter* 
nttKfh,  and  ai 

i  la  an  Bof  litli 


OF  OLIVBB  GOLDSMITH  — 

A  FmC  NatiiraUit,  and  HliCorlaa, 
WIm  laft  icarcaljr  aoy  ttTla  of  writing 

ontoocbco. 
And  toocfacd  noUtlBf  tlwt  ha  did  noc  adera ; 
Ofallthapanioos, 
Whathar  nUtat  wara  to  ba  morad 
artaan. 


A  povarAal  jat  gaotla 
hi  teoioi,  lUDlhaa.  rit\ 


m„  ««..«^    NV...^.    vivid.  .^WM*— , 

la  atyla,  riavaUd,  claar,  Magant  — 

Tha  Ivva  of  coaipanlooa, 

Thafldalltyoffriaiidf. 

And  tlia  vanaratioo  of  Rodera, 

Have  bf  this  moniunant  liooourad  tha  mamorj. 

Ha  was  born  in  Ireland, 

At  a  plaea  callad  PaUaa. 

[In  the  narlthl  of  PomM,  [and  coonty]  of  Longfard, 

OathaMNov.  im. 

Bdoealad  at  rtba  Untvarstnr  of]  Dublin, 

And  diad  la  Lonoon, 

4th  April.  in4. 

t  Thia  phrsMk  to  wbtdh  tiMapitaph  diiai/ofrcf,wa  think, 
Ita  ealabrKf,  raiaaablai  Panalon*i  aakff  on  Ckaro—  *'  Ha 
adorns  whatavar  ha  atlanpCa.'*— il<^.  om  Bketorie  ontf 
Porfry.  — Caoass. 

*  ThU  was  a  ntotalM,  wbleh  was  eot  dlaeovarad  till  after 
OoldamUh't  moQuanant  wai  pot  op  in  WaMainttar  Abbey. 
Ha  was  bom  Nov. ».  17M  s  and  tharafora,  whan  ha  diad,  ha 
was  In  his  forty-sl&th  year.  —  If  sioas. 

4  This  pralsia,  who  was  aftarwards  tranatatad  to  tlM  laa  of 
Ltasarlek,  diad  at  WImbiadon.  in  Sumy.  Juna  7.  1806.  in 
his  aif  htiath  year.  Tha  orMnal  ilowntf  Koktm  ranialnad  bi 
his  possassloo  \  tha  papar  wnkh  Sir  William  Forbas  trans- 
mittad  to  Mr.  Bosvali  biHngonly  a  copy.  —  Mammi.  Tha 
angravlng  pablUhod  by  Mr.  Bosw»U  was  not  an  exact  fit^ 
ttmUU  of  tha  wkolt  of  this  curious  papev  (which  Is  of  the  sita 
called  >bolMii|p,  and  too  large  to  ba  folded  Into  an  ordinary 
volume),  but  of  tlie  «<|«a/tirc(  only ;  and.  In  later  editions, 
«von  these  have,  by  surcesslvs  copying,  lost  soma  of  tliair 
original  accuracy.    By  tlm  thvour  of  tha  Bari  of 


Johnson  bcceme  the  sul^^  of  esevsnttios,  ad 
▼srious  cmendstioos  were  sugBCSlcd,  which  ii  vn 
i^rscd  ahould  be  submitted  to  the  Doctor^  coa- 
sidcrstion.  But  the  qncrtion  wsi,  who  iboaia 
hsTe  the  ooursge  to  propose  thsm  to  hhn?  At 
last  it  was  hinted,  that  there  eoold  bs  as  vtj  n 
good  as  that  of  a  Rtmmd  RMm^  sa  tbs  salondl 
it,  which  they  make  use  of  when  thcf  ester  inlas 
eonspiracy,  so  as  not  to  let  it  be  knowa  wIm  pab 
his  nsms  fint  or  Ust  to  the  paper.  Ttk  pnpofr 
tion  was  instantly  assented  to ;  sad  Di.  Bvani 
Dean  of  Derry,  now  Bishop  of  KUlshic*,  dit*  op 
an  addrcsi  to  Dr.  Johnson  on  the  occariss,  itpkie 
with  wit  snd  humour,  but  whidi  it  wm  fciftAtbi 
Doctor  might  think  treated  the  wbjicet  with  loo 
much  levity.  Mr.  Burke  then  prspossd  thesddroi 
ss  it  stands  in  the  psper  in  writing,  to  which  Ibid 
the  honour  to  officiate  as  clerk. 

*'  Sir  Joshua  sgreed  to  eorry  it  to  Dr.  JohflM. 
who  received  it  with  much  good  hnmoer*,  vA 
desired  Sir  Joshua  to  tell  the  gcntknaea,  tbat  U 
would  slier  the  Epitsph  in  sny  msancr  tbry 
pleased,  as  to  the  sense  of  it,  Iwt  At  MnUasitr  cm. 
senf  todiwgraet  ik§  walk  rf  Wutmualtr  Mtf  wHk 
on  En^ik  imteriptum, 

"  I  consider  this  J?oiaid  BMm  as  a  wpuMi  d 
literary  curiosity  worth  preserwtng.  m  it  marU  ■ 
a  certsin  degree*  Dr.  Johnson's  charsdcr.* 


My  resdeiv  are  presented  with  a  fiuthfnl 
trapscript  of  a  paper,  which  I  doabt  du  of 
their  being  desirona  to  aee. 


Ai 


I 


to  whom  tha  psper  has  dasnandod  ftwm  Ms  aaai.  !^ 
nna.  tha  widow  of  tha  son  af  Biabop  Snramd)  I  ••>  'c- 
aMed  to  give  a  fraah  and  mora  aanwala  fecsimtte  ef  tLr  i4- 
natures,  which  b  coplad  la  wood  for  this  edition. -Csmsl 

*  Ha,  however,  opon  seeing  Dr.  Walton's  asaif  ta  "^* 
fnggestioo,  thai  the  epitaph  should  be  In  BmIIi1>  <  »>^  '*<' 
to  Sir  Joshua.  •*  I  wonder  that  Joo  Waftan.  a  Ktw^-  < 

Erofiessioo.  shouM  be  sudi  a  fool."  Ha  saM  too.  -  I  •i'-v  i 
ave  tlwught  Muod  Burke  would  have  had  ssorv  w  »* 
Mr.  Langtoo.  who  was  one  of  *Jia  oampsmy  at  Sir  Jestm^  kt 
a  sturdy  scholar,  reaolulely  laAiaed  toaign  Cha  lewai  (»«• 
The  epitaph  Is  engraved  upon  Dr.  G<«ldsaaah*a  muc-^vi 
without  any  altcvatfon.  At  anothnr  time,  when  •jb''—** 
endeavoured  to  argue  in  Ihvour  of  its  being  la  I**.  -^ 
Johnson  said,  *«  Tha  laagu^a  of  iba  eoontiy  af  «k  •^  *■ 
learned  man  was  a  native  Is  aoS  tte  laaga^v  ic  '* 
his  epitaph,  which  should  ba  In  am  lint  mt  pwwie** 
language.  Consider,  Sir.  how  yaw  ghaptit  fc^  vmv  r  .  i> 
Snd  at  Rottardaai  an  epitaph  npoa  Bi 

For  ay  own  part,  I  think  It  would  ba  1 

written  both  In  a  learned  Imgnaga  aad  In  the  iHfwi*^ 
the  country,  so  that  they  aslght  havw  theiiianlmi  •^bwn< 
mora  universally  understand,  and  at  laa  sums  ttov  ts 
aacured  of  classical  stablUty.  I  cnwnot.  howew.  bet  N  4 
opinion,  that  It  is  not  suOckotly  dleiilrolasilie  Aps-'?  « 
to  Goldsmith  equally  the  epitheta  of  **  ^SsSw.  »rtr»^ 
fkm$ici*'  is  sorely  not  right  i  for  aa  So  his cfl^w  «•  ^  -^ 
of  those  epithets,  1  hirr  hsanl  Tnhnaoo  hJaMSlf  laj."  '  -^ 
sosith.  Sir,  will  give  us  a  vary  Soa  book  ^sw  ihv  ••  r  >  • 
but  if  ha  can  disttegnish  a  cow  fhm  a  honn,  ihsc.  I  hi  *^ 
m^  ba  tha  extant  of  his  knowfodon  of  Mliw^  kw"v ' 
His  book  is.  faidaed,  an  excellent  psifwiMa  tsp<>  « 
soma  instanras  ha  appean  to  have  tnaslad  tao  mm%  te  S* 
fon.  who,  with  all  bis  theoretical  Inga— fcy  ^aaii^*'W* 
aloquanca,  I  suspect  had  Uitla  actaiy  bfovwanaa  n  i^ 
scleoea  on  which  ha  errata  so  adnliablr.  Fbr  laetiaa  k» 
tails  ns  that  tha  com  shedi 
most  palpable  error,  which 
ferred  Into  bis  book.    It  Is 

so  much  In  tha  country,  at  his  eebta  sent,  skoali  bavt  ^  «« 
into  such  a  bluader.  1 
with  the  dMT.  — Boswnu.  S««  aaaf.  p.  SIS. 
ject  of  English  taiseriptlooe  to  Bi^lfoh  wrUnrst 
of  Braswius,clted  by  Johnson,  Is  nolo  cneafopidBL  l-» 
reus  had  not  written  In  DulA  \  war  OoUsedn  —  «k  w 
fact,  was  a  vary  poor  scholar— In  Laafo.  Jobwwe'k  mt-  ^ 
WftoA  sense  was,  I  think,  on  this  jaSut.  otasbains  kr  ^ 
ngotisaofhltown 
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Wtj  the  Circum' 

»cnber$y  having  read  with 

great  pleasure^  an  intended 

enitajph  for  the  monument  of  Dr, 

Goidsmith^  whieh^  considered  abstractedfyf 

appears  to  be,  for  ekgant  composition,   and 

masterly  style,  in  every  respect  worthy  of  the  pen 

of  its  learned  author,  are  yet  of  opinion  that  the  cha^ 

racter  qf  the  deceased  as  a  writer,  particularly  as  a 

poet,  is  perhaps  not  delineated  with  all  the  exactness  which 

th.  Johnson  is  capable  of  giving  it ;  we  therefore,  with 

deference  to  his  superior  judgement,  humbly  request  that 

he  would  at  least  tahe  the  trouble  of  revising  it,  and  qf 

mahing  such  additions  and  cdterations  as  he  shall  thinh 

proper  upon  a  farther  perusal;  but  if  we  might  venture 

to  express  our  wishes,  they  would  lead  U9  to  request  that 

he  would  write  the  epitaph  in  English  rather  than 

in  Latin,    as  we   thinh    that  the  memory  of  so 

eminent  an  English  writer   ought  to  be  per- 

petuated  in  the  language  to  which  his  worhs 

are  lihely  to  be  so  lasting  an  ornament, 

which  we  also  hnow  to  have  been 

the  opinion  of  the  late 

Doctor  himself 


%  William  Forbes*s  obierration  !•  Terj 
i^M.  Tbe  aaeodote  now  related  provesi  in  tiie 
itroQ|^  manner,  the  reverenoe  and  awe  with 
*Udi  Johnson  was  rmrded,  bjr  lome  of  the 
A^  eoiinent  men  of  nia  time,  in  Tariona  de* 
P^ftmcnti,  and  eren  hy  snch  of  them  aa  lired 
B^t  with  him ;  whQe  it  aJao  confirms  what  I 
Uve  again  and  igun  inculcated,  that  he  was 
W  DO  means  of  Uiat  ferocious  and  irascible 
^mcter  which  has  been  ignorantlj  imagined.' 

This  hasty  composition  is  also  to  be  re- 
*uU  as  one   of  the   thousand   instances 


>  Sd  Oct.  I7SS.  —  OiOKU. 
J  JWrv  «mM  b«  lie  ooolN  that  tbli  was  Thonai  Frank- 
H  D.  D^  Ite  towMliftor  of  Sophoclet  and  Ludan,  but  thai 
'^BMv.Dict^  WIS  lodMd  tba  Doctor*!  own  Utl*.pat«a. 
^Uiaaaa^MMMa.  8ae|Mif.Mbl7S0.«d>MW.  Ha 
^  A  ilM,  at.  SB.  _  Caoa«a. 
*  A«bom  OmaAur,  Bm..  M.P.  for  Taasvortb,  and  Under, 
n  ins  tUI  hU  daatb,  IMi  OeC  17S0.-. 


a  Mead  or  Sir  Joibaa't,  and  at- 


which  evince  the  extraordinary  promptitude 
of  Mr.  Burke;  who»  while  he  is  equal  to  ih^ 
greatest  things,  can  adorn  the  least;  can,  with 
equal  facility,  embrace  the  vast  and  com- 
plicated speculations  of  politics,  or  the  inge- 
nious topics  of  literary  inTestigation.^ 

JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  BOSWELU 

-May  16. 177S. 
**  Madasc,  —  You  must  not  think  me  uncivil  in 
omittinc  to   answer  the  letter    with  which  you 
fiiTouM  me  iome  time  ago.    I  imagined  it  to  hiTe 


•  Moft  raeSara,  I  think,  woqM  draw  a  directly  contrary 
eoneliuSon.  —  CnoKia.  .   . 

•  Bceldea  thit  Latin  epitaph,  Johnson  honoured  the  me- 


nM>ry  of  hU  friend  CMdsmlth  with  a  thort  one  In  Greek.  ~ 
Boawiix.    See  mtie,  p.  414.    I  know  not  why  Bofwell  iup> 


I^fcy,  Bishop  of  Dromore.    His  lordship  recelTcd  It  from  a 
Mntleman  In  Ireland,  Mr.  Archdall,  who  had  It  from  John- 


MQt 

son  himseIC  Mr.  Archdall  was  educated  under  Dr.  Sumner  at 
Harrow.**  —  CaoKia. 


^22 


BOSWKLL'S  LII^  OF  J0HN60NI 


1778. 


been  written  without  Mr.  Bo5weU*s  knowledge, 
and  therefore  supposed  the  answer  to  require,  what 
1  could  not  find,  a  private  conveyance. 

**  The  difference  with  La#d  Auehinleck  is  now 
over ;  and  since  young  Alexander  has  appeared,  I 
hope  no  more  difficulties  will  arise  among  you ;  for 
I  sincerely  wish  you  all  happy.  Do  not  teach  the 
young  ones  to  di^ikc  me,  as  you  dislike  me  yoa]>- 
self ;  but  let  me  at  least  have  Veronica's  kindness, 
because  she  is  my  acquaintance. 

"  You  will  now  have  Mr.  Boswell  home ;  it  is 
well  that  you  have  him  ;  he  has  led  a  wild  Hfb.  I 
have  taken  him  to  Lichfield,  and  he  has  IbHowed 
Mr.  Thrale  to  Bath.  Pray  take  care  of  him,  and 
tame  him.  The  only  thing  in  which  I  have  the 
honour  to  agiee  with  you  is,  in  loving  him  :  and 
while  we  are  «o  much  of  a  mind  in  a  matter  of  so 
much  importance,  our  other  quarrels  will,  I  hope, 
produce  no  great  bitterness.     I  am.  Madam,  &e., 

**  Sau.  Jomsoif." 

BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

**  Minburgh,  Jms  Sk  1996. 
•*  You  hare  formerly  complaiaed  that  my  tetters 
were  too  long.  Hiere  is  no  danger  of  that  com- 
;  plaint  being  made  at  present ;  for  I  find  it  diflicult 
forme  to  write  to  you  atalL"  [Here  an  account 
of  haTing  been  afflicted  wrth  a  return  of  melancholy 
or  bad  spirits.]  **  The  boxes  of  books*  which  you 
sent  to  me  are  arrived ;  bat  I  fanre  not  yet  examined 
the  contents.  I  send  you  Mr.  Maelaurin*s  paper 
for  the  negro  who  dauns  his  fireedom  in  the  Court 
of  Session*  ** 


JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

-July  a.  1776. 

**  Dear  Sia, — These  black  fits  of  wbieb  you 
complain,  perhapa  hurt  your  memory  as  well  as 
your  imagination.  When  did  I  complain  that  your 
letters  were  too  long? '  Your  last  letter,  after  a 
Tcry  long  delay,  brought  very  bad  news.**  [Here 
a  series  of  reflections  upon  melaneholy,  and — 
what  I  could  not  help  thinking  strangely  unreason- 
able in  him  who  had  suffered  so  much  from  it  him- 
self— a  good  deal  of  severity  and  reproof,  as  if  it 
were  owing  to  my  own  fault,  or  that  I  was,,  per- 
haps, affecting  it  from  a  derire  of  distinction.] 
••  Read  Cheyne's  •  English  Malady ;'  bnt  do  m>t 
let  him  teaeh  yon  a  foolish  notion  that  melaneholy 
IS  a  proof  oraeuteness. 

**  To  hear  that  you  have  not  opened  your  bexas 
of  books  is  very  offensive.  The  examination  and 
arrangement  of  to  many  volumes  might  have 
afforded  you  an  amusement  very  seasonable  at  pre- 
sent, and  useftd  for  the  whole  ef  life.  I  am,  I 
oonfosi^  very  angry  that  you  manage  yourself  so 
itt.  I  do  not  now  say  any  more,  than  that  I  am, 
with  great  kindness  and  sincerity,  &c., 

**  Sax.  JoHiiBOV. 

"  It  was  last  year  determined  by  Lord  Mansfield 


>  Upon  s  leCtlement  of  our  account  of  expenMS  on  a  tour 
to  the  H«bridei«  thsre  was  a  balance  due  to  me.  which  Dr. 
Johoaon  choM  to  dlachargi*  hjr  sending  books.—  Boswrll. 

*  Bareiti  told  me  that  Johnson  complained  of  my  wrltinf 
very  long  letters  to  him  when  I  was  upon  the  continent : 
which  was  most  cettainljr  true :  but  it  seems  mj  IHend  did 
not  remember  it  —  Boswsll. 


in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  that  a  negro  emaot 
be  taken  out  of  the  kingdom  without  hit  ovn 
otmsent.** 

[JOHNSON  TO  FRANCIS  FOWKE.  ESQ.* 

**  nth  July,  xm, 

**  Sla,— I  received  some  weeks  ago  a  collce. 
tion  of  papers,  which  contain  the  trial  of  m  j  den 
friend,  Joseph  Fowke,  of  whom  I  camotesaljr  be 
induced  to  thmk  otherwise  than  wdl,  and  who 
seems  to  have  been  injured  by  the  prosecntioD  and 
theaentanee.  Hia  fiest  desire  is,  that  I  thould 
prepare  hia  nairative  for  the  picas;  his  aeooB^  that 
if  I  cannot  gratiiy  him  by  publication,  I  would 
transmit  the  papers  to  you.  To  a  eomplianoe  with 
his  first  request  I  have  this  objection ;  tbst  I  live 
in  a  rcciproeation  of  eirilities  with  Mr.  Hasikigi, 
and  thciefote  esaaot  paopciiy  diffuse  a  nanalive^ 
intended  t»  bring  upoA  him  the  cansure  of  the 
public.  Of  two  adversaries,  it  would  be  mh  to 
condemn  either  upon  the  eridencc  of  the  other ;  asd 
a  common  friend  must  keep  himself  suspended,  it 
least  tW  he  has  beard  both. 

**  I  am  tbtrefoft  ready  to  transmit  to  jou  tb 
papers,  wbieb  have  beeo  ssen  only  by  myself;  ad 
beg  to  be  informed  how  they  may  be  conveyed  to 
you.  I  see  no  legal  objection  to  the  publicatios ; 
and  of  prudential  reasons,  Mr.  Fowke  and  yonviU 
be  allowed  to  be  Utter  judges. 

**  If  you  would  have  me  send  them,  let  me  bate 
proper  diccettons :  if  a  messenger  is  to  call  ibr 
thean,  give  me  notice  by  the  post,  that  they  maybe 
ready  for  delivery. 

«*  To  do  my  dear  Mr.  Fowke  any  good  wooU 
gtve  me  pleasure ;  I  hope  for  some  opportunity  of 
performing  the  duties  of  friendship  to  him,  witbout 
violating  them  with  regard  to  another.  I  sm,  Sr, 
your  moat  humble  servant,         Smm»  Jomsoi.**] 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

«■  July  16.  I77C 
**  Dajka  Sia,  —  I  make  haste  to  write  agsln,  left 
my  last  letter  should  give  you  too  much  pain.  If 
vou  are  really  opprnsed  with  overpowering  and 
involuntary  melancholy,  you  are  to  be  pitied  rstbff 
than  reproaebed. 

*«  Now,  my  dear  Boaey^  let  ns  bavedooe  viib 
quarrels  and  with  eenauee.  Let  me  knonr  wMhR 
I  have  not  aent  you  a  pretty  libsary.  Tbrre  tn, 
perhapa,  many  bo^u  among  tliem  which  yea  nevv 
naed  read  thioug^ ;  but  tbera  aie  none  whieh  it  n 
not  proper  for  jou  to  know,  and  aometinss  to  to*' 
suit.  Of  diese  books,  of  which  the  use  iiaoly 
oeoasional,  it  is  often  sufficient  to  know  the  con- 
tents, that,  when  any  question  arisen  yoa  oisf 
know  where  to  look  for  information. 

**  Since.  I  wrote,  I  have  looked  over  Mr.  Ihe- 
laurin^i  plea,  and  think  it  esoellent  How  b  ^ 
suit  carried  on  ?  If  by  subaoription,  I  uaumiiiiiie 
you  to  contribute,  in  my  name*  what  is  pn^* 
Let  nothing  be  wanting  in  such  a  caa^  Dr.  Dniu- 


a  Tbe  brother  of  Mr, 
believe,  of  an  editlnn  and  traaalaUan  of 

D^eomne  c»  ike  Dteerimetff  Lm^mK**" 
which  he  advocsiea  and  pracUaea«  hi  a 
fntrnduction  into  Eiii;ltsh  of  the  la 
idiom.-- Cauaaa,  1M7. 


noodS  I  «•;  m  wtpamiM,  His*  Aihar  wwdd 
fmvfriefid;  bit  bft  Uved  to «btMn  tht  pleMun 
of  hU  son*t  eleetioii»  uui  4ieA  bafara  tiMt  plounK 


Logtoo^  ladf  faM  hMM^  fain  a  girl,  and 
batbmvcU:  I  4in«d  wkh  bin  Uw othsr  daj. 

*•  It  Textt  me  to  ttll  jtm,  that  on  tfa»  enatag  of 
thp^thofMaj  IwM  seiaKl  by  the  gout,  and  am 
not  qaile  wall  Tbc  pais  baa  not  bacn  TioUnt, 
bol  the  vaakiMH  and  teadeneaa  wareverj  troiibk* 
Maw ;  aad  wbat  ia  aaid  to  ba  Terr  unaoniBBOo.  it 
hn  aal  aUavialad  my  ottier  diaordam  Mak«  mo 
ofyouib  aad  baaltk  wbile  you  bava  tbem.  Main 
■jrcaoipltaMBtBto  Mn.  BoavalL  I  am,  mj  daav 
ftnyaariaaataflbationata,  Sam.  Jomnov.** 

BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

•>  edlnburgh.  Joly  18. 1776. 

"  IUt  BSAi  SiE,  —  Your  letter  of  the  2d  of  this 
Bkoath  was  rather  a  harsh  mcdieiiie ;  but  I  was  de- 
ligfattd  with  that  spontaneous  tendemeai,  which,  a 
kw  dtys  aftarwardi,  aent  forth  such  balsan»  as  your 
next  brought  ma.  I  found  myself  for  some  time 
a)  m  that  all  I  could  do  waa  to  presenre  a  decent 
tppcsranee,  while  all  within  was  weakneas  and  dis- 
titM.  Like  a  reduced  garriaon  that  has  some 
•pirit  left,  I  bung  out  llaga,  and  planted  all  the 
hnt  I  eonld  muater,  upon  the  walls.  I  am  now 
niich  better,  and  I  smcerely  thank  you  for  your 
Uod  sttention  aad  friendly  counseL 

"Cbaat  Manu«ci*  came  here  last  week  from 
tRvftting  b  Ireland.  I  have  shown  him  what 
dniitics  I  could  on  his  account,  on  yours,  and  on 
Hut  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tbrale.  H0  has  had  a  fall 
from  ha  horsey  and  been  much  hurt.  I  regret  this 
nlocky  aaddent,  for  he  seenu  to  be  a  TCry 


As  tkl  encUaoe  of  what  I  hftve  mentioned 
It  the  bq^miag  of  thia  year,  I  select  from 
Ui  prirate  register  tiie  following  passage : — 

*Jaly  8&  1776.— 'O  God«  who  heat  ordained 
t^  vhalcrcr  is  lo  be  desired  should  be  sought  by 
^^boar,  and  who.  by  thy  bleating,  bringest  honest 
hboar  to  good  effect,  look  with  mercy  upon  ray 
•bidjis  ana  endeavours.  Grant  me,  O  Lord,  to 
^aigD  only  what  ia  lawful  and  right ;  and  afford 
■■dhmieaa  of  natod,  and  sleadincas  of  purpose 
ibtlnayaodoiliy  win  in  thb  ibort  life,  Mto 
obtiio  happineas  in  the  world  to  come,  for  the  sake 
^  Jctai  Cbffiai  oar  Lord.  Amao."  (IV.  and 
JM.p.  lil.) 

It  appears  ham  snote  snbjointd,  ikat  this 
««  coaiposc^  when  be  "^pvmacd  to  applv 
Vironaly  to  stadly,  particolanj  of  the  Greek 
lad  Italian  tongaes.** 


TW  MS  sT  lAnscWi  old  fMsad.  Mr.  WllUam  Druaa. 

(Se»  atOtf.  pp.lil-  »1.)    H«  wMayoaoff  aun 

^  MKfc   itlaiBgMiibti  merit,  that  b«  was  Domliuitod  to 

m  ¥  tb«  iMAcal  peofMiorthlpc  In  the  eolloft  of  WMtn- 


ba  •Ua.'T-  Jknint  —  TbU  It  ooo  of  a  few  notei  wbldi 
Hr.  BQ»*t|fo.brollMrorBo«wcll*R  **Yorkahirt  Chiefs  {wm 
»^  Mia  A^.  17S0)  —  Biado  00  the  margin  of  bit  copy  ; 
^^^  at9  ^  littio  TakM,  iMiC  I  wtoh  to  preMrre  every  con- 
*^rr«n  intiBihai      flrnsSB  .     .. 

*  A  riiiiiitei  antilinnn.  aMntlooea  bf  Johatoo  In  bit 


Sack  a  purpose,  so  esnresied,  at  the  a^e  of 
sixty-seTen,  u  aidmirable  and  encovragmg; 
and  it  must  impress  all  tJie  thinking  part  of 
my  readers  with  a  oonsoiatorj  confidence  in 
habitual  devotion,  when  tfaej  see  a  man  of 
such  eidar^d  intellectual  powers  as  Johnson^ 
thus,  in  the  gennine  earnestness  of  secrecy, 
imploring  the  aid  of  that  SupremeBeing,  *'  from 
whom  Cometh  down  every  good  and  every  per- 
fect gift." 

JOHNSON  TO  REYNOLDS. 

•*A«ff.s.in«. 

«*  SiK,  —  A'  young  man,  wboae  name  is  I^tenon» 
offbrs  himself  this  evening  to  the  Academy.  He  ia 
the  son  of  a  man^  fbr  whom  I  bavo  long  bad  a 
kindness,  and  ia  now  abroad  in  distraaB.    I  shall  ba 

f^lad  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  show  him  any 
ittle  countenance,  or  pay  him  any  small  distino- 
tioiu  How  mncb  it  is  in  your  power  to  favour  or 
to  forward  a  young  omn  1  do  imt  know ;  nor  do  I 
know  bow  aauoh  thia  candtdata  deaarraa  &vour  bgr 
bb  parsonal  merits  ov  wbat  bopea  bis  proficiency 
may  now  give  of  iiiture  eminence*  I  reeooiniend 
him  as  the  son  of  my  friend.  Youc  obaraeter  and 
statioB  eaablo  you  to  giva  a  yonng  man  gpaal  an- 
aottragaoBfM  bj  vevy  eaay  meaaa.  You  baTeheanl 
of  A  nnm  who  asked  no  other  finoor  of  Sir  Bobeet 
Walpole,  than  that  ba  would  bow  to  bias  at  bis 
levee.—- 1  am,  Sia,  yonr  moat  bnmbk  aewant^ 

**  Sam«  JoHMaoir*'' 


BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

*•  Edinbargb,  Ang. ».  1776. 

(After  giving  him  an  aoeouat  of  my  having  ei- 
amined  the  cheats  of  hooka  which  he  had  sent  to 
me,  and  which  contained  what  may  be  truly  called 
a  numeroua  and  miscellaneoua  staff  Hbrurjft  thrown 
together  at  random :  — )  «*Lord  Uailea  wasagainat 
the  decree  in  the  case  of  my  client,  the  minister; 
not  that  be  justified  the  minister,  but  because  the 
parisbiooer  both  provoked  and  retorted.  I  sent  his 
lordabip  your  able  argumem  upon  Che  eaae  fi»r  bia 
peraaal.  Hu  ofaeenration  upon  it  in  a  letter  to  me 
was,  *  Dr.  Jobiw>n*s  Swoatirimm  is  pleasantly*  and 
artlblly  compoaed.  1  suspect,  however,  that  be 
has  not  eonvioeed  himself;  fi»r  I  believe  that  he  ia 
better  read  in  eeelcsiastieal  hiatory,  than  toiangina 
that  a  bithop  or  a  preabyter  has  a  right  to  htgna 
censure  or  diaaipliae  i  eatktdrS,^ 

*•  For  the  bonuur  of  Count  Manueei,  as  well  aa 
to  observe  that  eiacmess  of  troth  ^btch  you  bava 
taught  me,  I  muat  correct  what  I  said  in  a  forawr 
letter.    He  did  not  fidl  from  his  horse,  which  might 


••  Votes  ofhta  Toor  in  Fnmct/'    I  had  the  plasrars  of  b^ 
comlac  srqualDCrd  with  him  in  Loodoo,  In  the  ipring  of  tUi 
ycvZ^BomrstL.  Sm  m«^.  p  461.,  aad  nou  1.  ant  page— C 
'  Bm  amii,  p.  aSS.  n.  8.  -  C.  _         ,  ^       ^ 

4  Wby  his  Lonbbip  uses  the  tplfbcC  pie««mlllr,  wbsa 
■PMfcing  of  s  grava  picc*  o(  reuoning,  I  eaimot  looulve. 
ButdUwrcnt  UMn  ha*a  diflbmit  noUona  of  ptcatantry.  i 
happened  to  ilt  by  a  gratleman  one  cTening  at  tha  Opem- 
botiM  in  London,  who,  aft  tb«  moment  when  Mrd^i  apMarad 
to  ba  In  great  agony  at  the  thought  of  kilting  ber  eblldrao, 
turned  to  ma  with  a  tmlle,  and  ■ald**>n^  aaougb.**.- 

BOfWBLlM 

>  Dr.  Johnson  afterwards  told  ma.  that  ba  was  ofoplBloa 
that  a  clergyman  had  tbia  right  —Boawaix. 
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mt 


hmf  bacn  an  tm|mtataon  on  hit  tkiU  ■•  an  ofleer 
of  CATtlry ;  bit  hone  fell  with  him.* 

•*  I  btve,  tinee  I  taw  you,  read  avarj  word  of 
*  Granger*!  Biographical  Hittorj.'  It  hat  enter- 
tained me  czeeedingly.  and  I  do  not  think  him  the 
Whig  that  you  tuppoited.  Horaee  Walpote't  being 
bit  patron  it,  indeed,  no  good  aign  of  bis  politieai 
principles.  But  be  denied  to  Lord  Mountttuart 
that  be  was  a  Whig,  and  said  be  bad  been  accused 
by  both  parties  of  partiality.  It  teemt  he  wat  like 
Pope,— 
*  While  Toriet  call  me  Whig,  and  Whigt  a  Tory.* 

I  with  you  would  look  more  into  his  book ;  and  aa 
Lord  Mountstuart  wishes  much  to  And  a  proper 
person  to  continue  the  work  upon  Granger's  plan, 
and  has  desired  I  would  mention  it  to  you,  if  such  a 
man  occun,  please  to  let  me  know.  His  lordship 
will  give  him  grnerout  encouragement' 

JOHNSON  TO  LEVETT. 

-  BrifhchelBSliNM.  Oct. «.  1776. 

M  Dkae  Sia,  — >  HaTing  spent  about  six  weeks  at 
this  place,  we  have  at  length  rcsolTod  on  returning. 
I  expect  to  see  you  all  in  Fleet  Street  oo  the 
90Ch  of  this  month. 

« I  did  not  go  into  the  tea  till  last  Friday  * ;  but 
think  to  go  meet  of  this  week,  though  I  know  not 
that  it  docs  me  any  good  My  nights  are  very 
restless  and  tiresome,  but  I  am  otherwise  well.  I 
have  written  word  of  my  coming  to  Mrs.  Wiliiama. 

**  Remember  me  kindly  to  Francis  and  Betsey.* 
—  I  am,  Sir,  &c,  Sam.  Johxsov.**  * 

I  again  wrote  to  Dr.  Johnson  on  the  21tt  of 
October,  informing  him,  that  m^  father  had,  in 
the  most  liberal  manner,  paid  a  large  debt  for 
me,  and  that  I  had  now  tne  happiness  of  being 
upon  very  good  terms  with  him ;  to  which  he 
returned  the  following  answer :  — 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELU 

**  Bob  Coort.  No?.  1«.  1776. 
**  Dkae  Sia,  —  I  had  great  pleasure  in  hearing 
that  you  are  at  last  on  good  terms  with  your  fiither. 
Cultivate  his  kindness  by  all  honest  and  manly 
means.  Life  is  but  short:  no  time  can  beaflEbrded 
bat  ior  the  indulgmce  of  real  sorrow,  or  contests 
upon  questions  seriously  momentous  Let  us  not 
throw  away  any  of  our  days  upon  utdeai  rctentmentv 
or  contend  who  shall  hold  out  longest  in  stubborn 
malignity.  It  is  best  not  to  be  angry ;  and  best, 
in  Um  next  place,  to  be  quickly  reconciled.  May 
you  and  your  father  pass  the  remainder  of  your 
time  in  reciprocal  boMrolence  |  •  •  •  •  Do  you 
ever  hear  firom  Mr.  Langton?  I  visit  him  some* 
times,  but  he  does  not  talk.    I  do  not  like  his 


1  Slgnor  MiTwirrf  was  BskhCT  s  FlorfntlDS  noblwuia  dot 
a  coaoc,  nor  an  oflesr  of  csTslnr,  but  a  privsto  gvotleman 
of  Prato  la  TiMcsay,  sod  the  tlcb  of  CounC  and  cluiractn'  of 
OflcOT  were  boCh  ■••ttmod,  and  (he  writer  of  thts  heard  Ibo 
■aid  Slfnor  dctcribo  hit  aeiborraiaBeat,  when  apoo  Iret 
sntering  France  and  wpearinf  In  uniform,  he  wat  quet- 
tlooed  Djr  tome  Frencn  oOcert  about  milltafy  mattert.  •> 
JtftmUe,  —  CaoKsa,  1647. 

*  Lord  Mountttuart,  afterwardt  flrtt  Xarqult  of  Hate,  had 
alto  p«tronl«ed,  la  a  tlmilar  manner,  Sir  John  Hliri  Im* 
mente  **  Vegetable  Srtten  **  (tweniT-tlz  volt,  folio  I)  t  but 
Sir  Joho*t  widow  publUhed,  In  i7»,  •*  An  Addrett  to  the 
Public,**  In  which  the  allcfed  that  Lord  Bute  had  acted  very 
psnuriootlj  In  that  matter.  —  Caoasn. 


oot  as  I aBBOt ptnuHH Is nsB^ 
stand  it,  I  cannot  set  anything  right  that  is  vwf. 
Hit  chOdrsn  are 


••  I  hope  m^  irreconcileablo  encny,  Mn.  BsmD. 
iawelL     Deaunhernotto  '"'        '    * 


to  the  young  peopleu     Let  me  have  Alsisadir,ai 
Veronica,  and  Eupbemia,  Cir  my  ftisadi. 

**  Mrs.  Williams^  whom  you  nuiy  leckta  ««bi 
of  your  wellwishers,  is  in  a  leeble  tad  hugMiilis^ 
state,  with  little  hopea  of  gmwiag  bM«.  9k 
went  fiir  some  part  of  the  autnma  ialo  thssBvsbjt 
but  it  little  benefited;  and  Dr.  LavrsasscaalaM 
that  his  art  is  at  an  end.  Death  t%bewmr,ilft 
distance:  and  what  more  than  that  csawtwy  «( 
oursdvet?  I  am  sorry  tar  ha  psia,  sa^sMt 
sorry  for  her  decay.  Mr.  Levctt  is  ssoad,  vied 
and  limb. 

**  I  was  some  weeks  tint  aottmra  at  Bnehikdn' 
atone.    The  place  wat  very  dull;  sad  fwsiBrt 


well:  the  eipedition  to  the  Hebrides  wai the nsa 
pleaiant  Journey  that  I  ever  made.  Sock  sa  cfct 
annually  would  give  the  world  a  little  divsniloiM. 
Every  year,  however,  we  cannot  vandsr,  snd  nirt 
therefore  endeavour  to  spend  our  tine  st  boot  m 
well  as  we  can.  I  believe  it  is  besttothrowlA 
into  a  method,  that  every  hour  may  bciag^  'm  v- 
ploymcnt,  and  every  employment  have  ili  btw 
Xenopfaon  obeerves,  w  his  '  Treatise  of  (Eceeony,' 
that  if  every  thing  be  kept  io  a  certain  plsM.«lM 
any  thing  is  worn  out  or  rcBsumrd,  lbs  lacoi; 
which  it  leaves  will  dhow  what  is  waatiag;  n  if 
every  part  of  time  has  its  duty,  the  boor  wiU  oA 
into  remembrance  its  proper  cngsgcmcnL 

•«  I  have  not  practiaed  all  thto  prudcaet  mpA 
but  I  have  sui&red  much  for  want  of  it;  is^  1 
would  have  you,  by  timdy  leeollection  aad  ttmi^ 
resolution,  eecape  from  tboee  evils  which  hew  bis 
heavy  upon  me.     I  am,  my 


Oo  the  16th  of  Norembcr,  I  hifonicd  \m 
that  Mr.  Strahan  had  sent  me  teebt  copia  cf 
the  «"  Joumej  to  the  Wetteni  Uands,**  km^ 
somely  bound,  instead  <»f  the  imeaif  copct 
which  were  stipulated,  but  whidk,  I  snpfxirti 
were  to  be  onlr  in  sheets ;  requested  to  kK« 
how  they  should  be  distributed ;  and  ncBtiosei 
that  I  had  another  son  bom  to  me,  who «« 
named  David,  and  was  a  sickly  infant. 

JOHNSON  TO  B08WELL. 

«*I>iAa8ia, — I  have beesi Ibr  aome  tit  «*^ 
a  cold,  which,  perhape,  I  made  aa  eacnas  la  wf^ 
for  not  writing,  when  in  reality  I  knew  ast  cM 
to  say. 

«•  The  books  you  BBott  at  Inst  distitali  •  r^ 


*  Jobntoa  was  a 
»ea  at  Brifbton 
Btutt  have  been  a 
—  Fiimxi.  ^  CnoKsa. 

4  Hit  fenale  tarrant 

*  For  thU  and  Dr 
am  iodfhtcd  to  nv  old 
whote  worth  ana  Infaai 

medalt  would  do 
BotwKU.    Mr 
Jaaaot't  Chroolclo. 


¥niy,  8« 


.Ma 
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think  bcflt,  in  my  name,  or  your  own,  as  you  are 
ifldined,  or  M  you  judge  most  proper.  Every  body 
cannot  be  obliged ;  but  I  wish  that  nobody  may 
be  offended.    Do  the  best  you  can. 

"J  coqgratjiate  you  on  the  increase  of  your 
fiuntly,  and  hope  that  little  David  is  by  this  time 
vdl,  and  bit  mamma  perfectly  reoovered.     I  am 
■oeh  pleated  to  hear  of  the  re-establishment  of 
kindnca  between  you  and  your  father.     Cultivate 
hia  paternal  tcndemeaa  aa  much  as  you  can.     To 
lifC  tt  rsriaoee  at  all  is  uncomfi>rtab1e;  and  variance 
vith  s  &tber  is  still  more  uncomfortable.     Besides 
tliat,  in  the  whole  dispute,  you  have  the  wrong  side ; 
ti  lent  yoo  gsve  the  first  provocations,  and  some  of 
then  very  offensive.     Let  it  now  be  all  over.     As 
you  have  no  reason  to  think  that  your  new  mother 
hm  ihown  yoo  any  Ibul  play,  treat  her  with  respect, 
aad  vith  aome  d^p^e  oif  confidence ;  this  will  se- 
am your  fiither.     When  once  a  discordant  &mily 
hm  tth  the  pleasure    of  peace,  they  will  not  wil- 
lin^y  loie  it.      If  Mra.  Boswell  would  be  but 
friends  with  me,  we  might  now  shut  the  temple  of 
JaniM. 

**  What  came  of  Dr.  Memis*s  cause  ?  Is  the 
qtMstion  about  the  negro  determined?  Has  Sir 
Allan  any  rcaaonable  hopes  ?  What  is  become  of 
poor  Mscquarry?  Let  me  know  the  event  of  all 
thise  Kticationa.  I  wish  particularly  well  to  the 
ttgro  and  Sir  Allan. 

**  Mra.  WiUiama  baa  been  much  out  of  order; 
ind  though  she  is  something  better,  is  likely,  in  her 
pfcyucun's  opinion^  to  endure  her  malady  for  life, 
tl»a^  the  may,  perhaps,  die  of  some  other.  Mrs. 
Tiait  is  b^  and  frncies  that  she  carries  a  boy ; 
Uk  were  very  reasonable  to  wiah  much  about  it,  I 
i^U  wish  her  not  to  be  disappointed.  The  de- 
are  of  male  heirs  is  not  appendant  only  to  feudal 
temirc8L  A  son  ia  almost  necessary  to  the  con- 
toioaaee  of  Thnle's  Ibrtune ;  for  what  can  misses 
^vithabrevhouae?  Lands  are  fitter  fiw  daughters 
«Ma  trades. 

*  Baretii  went  away  from  Tbrale*s  in  some  whim* 
■(•1  fit  dt  disgoat,  or  ill-nature^  without  taking 
mf  leave.  It  la  well  if  be  finds  in  any  other  place 
•  Rood  ao  habttatioa,  and  aa  many  oonvcnieneea. 
He  haa  got  five  and  twenty  guineas  by  translating 
&r  Joahua's  Dtaeoursea  into  Italian,  and  Mr.  Thrale 
pm  bim  an  hundred  in  the  spring ;  so  that  he  is 
^  in  oo  diflleultici. 

**  Cdroan  haa  bought  Foote's  patent,  and  is  to 
•Qov  Poote  fi>r  1i^  sixteen  hundred  pounds  a  year, 
«  Reynolds  te4d  ma,  and  to  allow  him  to  play  so 
<fies  on  such  tarras  that  be  may  gain  four  hundred 
fMads  mora.  What  Colman  can  get  by  this  bar- 
Cm '.  hot  tfonble  and  heard,  I  do  not  see.  I  am, 
^■r  Sr,  ftcy  Sax.  Johvsoit.'' 


The  R«Terend  Dr.Hngh  Blair,  who  had 
baif  been  ftdmired  aa  a  preacher  at  Edinburgh, 
t^ght  DOW  of  diffufing  hia  excellent  sermons 
Aore  extenaiTel J,  and  increasing  his  reputatioD, 
by  pabliehing  ft  ooUection  of  them.  He  tnms* 
tti*ted  the  numnscripi  to  Mr.  Strahan,   the 


f^wt*.  f iMUfli  aec  tiMW 

l«i  ikaa  •  j«v.  Octobn 


*  A  fhorth  vol 
Um§Uk 


m  very  fSwtanate  harttln :  for 
tftj'tix,  dM  at  an  Ino  ia  Dov«r.  to 
SI.  irn — Malomb. 

feuMtohed  on  the  aame  liberal 
'  After  bb  death,  to  1801.  with 


printer,  who,  aft^  keeping  it  for  some  time, 
wrote  a  letter  to  him,  discotiraging  the  publica- 
tion. Such,  at  first,  was  the  unpropitious  state 
of  one  of  the  most  successful  theological  bcoks 
that  has  ever  apjpeared.  Mr.  Strahan,  however, 
had  sent  one  or  the  sermons  to  Dr.  Johnson 
for  his  opinion;  and  after  his  unfavourable 
letter  to  Dr.  Blair  had  been  sent  off,  he  re- 
ceived from  Johnson,  on  Christmas-eve,  a  note 
in  which  was  the  following  paragraph  :  — 

**  I  have  read  over  Dr.  BUir*s  first  sermon  with 
more  than  approbation :  to  say  it  is  good,«is  to  say 
too  Uttle.** 

I  believe  Mr.  Strahan  had  very  soon  afler 
this  time  a  conversation  with  Dr.  Johnson 
concerning  them ;  and  then  he  very  candidlv 
wrote  again  to  Dr.  Blair,  enclosing  Johnson^ 
note,  and  agreeinff  to  purchase  the  volume,  for 
which  he  and  Mr.  Cadell  gave  one  hundred 
pounds.  The  sale  was  so  rapid  and  extensive, 
and  the  approbation  of  the  public  so  high,  that, 
to  their  honour  be  it  recoraed,  the  proprietors 
made  Dr.  Blair  a  present  first  of  one  sum,  and 
afterwards  of  another,  of  fiftj  pounds,  thus 
voluntarily  doubling  the  stipulated  price ;  and, 
when  he  prepared  another  volume,  they  gave 
him  at  once  three  hundred  pounds,  being  in  all 
five  hundred  pounds,  by  an  agreement  to  which 
I  am  a  subscribing  witness ;  and  now  for  a 
third  octavo  volume  he  has  received  no  less 
than  six  hundred  pounds.* 

[JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  THRALE. 

**  Wedncadsj,  Janoary  16. 1  to  the  momlof ,  1777.> 
**  Omnium  rtmm  vicissUudof  The  night  after 
last  Thursday  was  so  bad  that  I  took  ipecacuanha 
the  next  day.  The  next  night  was  no  better.  On 
Saturday  I  dined  with  Sir  ^Mhua.  The  night  was 
such  as  I  was  forced  to  rise  and  pass  aome  hours  in 
a  chair,  vrith  great  labour  of  respiration.  I  found 
it  now  time  to  do  something,  and  went  to  Dr. 
Lawrence,  and  told  him  I  would  do  what  he  should 
order,  without  reading  the  prescription.  He  sent 
fiir  a  chirurgeon,  and  took  about  twelve  ounces  of 
blood,  and  in  the  afternoon  I  got  aleep  in  a  chair. 

**  At  night,  when  I  came  to  lie  down,  after  trial 
of  an  hour  or  two,  I  found  sleep  impracticable,  and 
therefore  did  what  the  doctor  permitted  in  a  case 
of  distress ;  I  rose,  and  opening  the  orifice,  let  out 
about  ten  oimeea  more.  Frank  and  I  were  but 
awkward  ;  but,  with  Mr.  Levett's  help,  we  stopped 
the  stream,  and  I  lay  down  again,  though  to  little 
purpoae;  the  difficulty  of  breathing  allowed  no  rest. 
I  slept  again  in  the  daytime*  in  an  erect  posture, 
"nie  doctor  has  ordered  me  a  second  bleeding, 
which  I  hope  will  set  my  breath  at  liberty.  Last 
night  I  could  lie  but  a  little  at  a  time. 

**  Yet  I  do  not  make  it  a  matter  of  much  Ibrm. 
I  was  to-day  at  Mrs.  Gardiner's.  When  I  have 
bled  to-morrow,  I  will  not  give  up  Langton  nor 


**  A  ibort  Aceeoat  of  Ma  Life,  br  the  Rev.  Dr.  Ftolajaoa.** 
A  Urgar  life  appearad  to  1807,  bf  Dr.  HilL  —  CHALMsaa. 

s  Ha  iMfan  thiijrear  with  a  arrera  fodlfposltton,  and  the 
followtoffMCter  aflbrda  a  itrong  proof  of  bla  aoxlaty  for 
toektv,  aod  the  efltart  he  would  aake,  even  over  ditesae,  to 
a^lojtt.— CBoaaa. 
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FwwliM.     BiBt  Ib^thatjofB  waifttah 
oo  Friday.     I  ^  sol  kmnr  but  dcara 
me  good ;  but  wbetbcr  the  air  be  eleer 
ne  eome  to  you.     I  am»  &c] 


air  me  J  do 


In  1777,  it  appears  from  Kif  ''^rajen  and 
Meditations,**  that  Johnion  suffered  much  from 
a  state  of  mind  **  unsettled  and  perplexed,* 
and  from  that  oonstitutional  g^loom,  which,  to- 
gether with  his  extreme  humility  and  anxktf 
with  regard  to  his  religions  state,  made  him 
oontempiate  himself  through  too  dark  and  un- 
&¥ouraole  a  medium.  It  may  be  said  of  him, 
that  he  ^  saw  God  in  clouds.**  Certain  we  maj 
be  of  his  injustice  to  himself  in  ihe  follawing 
lamentable  paragraph,  which  it  is  painful  to 
think  came  from  the  contrite  heart  of  this 
great  man,  to  whose  kbouis  the  world  is  so 
much  indebted :  — 


**  Whm  I  wantfmy  past  life,  I  dtasover  nothing 
but  a  barreo  waste  of  tua%  with  aoosa  diaorden  of 
bodr,  and  distuibaiieei  of  the  mind  vary  naar  to 
wnnnaw,  whiob  I  hope  H^  that  ouula  ma  will 
watter  to  aataouata  many  fiuilta,  and  aoEenae  many 
dclkicneiaa.*'    (P.  J  55.) 

But  we  find  his  derotions  in  this  year  emi- 
nently fervent ;  and  we  are  comforted  by  6b- 
•errmg  intorf.].  of  qpitt  oompo«ir«,  and 
gladness. 

On  Easter-day  we  find  the  following  em- 
phatic prayer :  — 

**  Almighty  and  most  mcreifiil  Father,  who  Mcst 
all  our  nuMfias^  and  knowart  all  our  naonaitics, 
look  down  upon  ma  and  pity  ma.  Deftnd  roe  from 
the  violent  ineurtion  of  eril  thought!,  and  enable 
me  to  form  and  keep  lueh  resolutions  aa  may  con- 
duce to  the  diacharge  of  tha  duties  which  thy  pro- 
▼idenea  shall  appoint  me  f  and  so  help  me^  by  thy 
Holy  Spirit, that  my  heart  may  surely  Uiere  be  fixed 
where  true  Joy*  are  to  be  mund,  and  that  I  may 
senra  thee  with  pure  affection  and  a  eheerfol  mind. 
Have  mercy  upon  me,  O  God,  have  mercy  upon 
me  I  Tears  and  inBrmities  oppress  me;  tenor 
and  anxiety  beset  me.  Have  mercy  upon  me,  my 
Creator  and  my  Judge  I  •  [In  all  dangers  protect 
mel '  i  in  all  perplexities  relieve  and  free  me;  and 
so  hdp  me  by  thy  Holy  Spirit,  that  I  nay  now  so 
eommemomte  the  death  of  thy  Son  our  Saiioor 
Jesus  Cbriat,  as  that,  when  this  short  and  painfii] 
life  shall  have  an  end,  I  may,  for  his  s^e,  be 
received  to  ererlasting  happiness.  Ameo."(P.  158.) 

While  he  was  at  chnroh,  the  agreeable  im- 
pressiona  upon  hit  mind  are  thus 

rated:  — 


**On  Easier-day  I  was  at  church  early,  and 
there  prayed  over  my  pmyer,  andoomownded  Tatty 
and  my  other  fiienda.  I  was  Ibr  soma  time  much 
distreaad,  but  at  laat  obtained,  I  bops^  ftom  the 
God  of  Pceoe^  more  quiet  than  I  have  ei\Joyed  for 
a  long  time.  I  had  made  no  raaolutioo,  but  as  my 
heart  grew  lifter,  my  hopes   levived,  and  my 

and  I  wrote  with  my  pencil  in 
my  ^ 


I  TktsawordsaialalbaarielodlfS.^JML— .Caoaaa. 


Vita 
Biblia 


Sewiendum  at 

**  I  then  went  to  the  ahar,  hsna^  1  btfien^ 
again  read  my  prayer.     I  then  went  to  the  tiUt 


and  commnnifated.  pnying  for  sooae  tint  iftcr-  - 
wards,  but  the  particular  matter  of  my  pofv  I  do 
not  remember. 

"I  dined,  by  an  appotataicnl,  wttk  Ma 
Gardiner,  and  passed  the  aftemoao  with  sudb  ob 
gladness  of  nund  as  it  is  veiy  loi^  siacc  I  tit  , 
before.  I  came  home,  and  b^aa  to  rcsd  tbc 
Bible.  I  paased  the  n^ht  in  su^  tweet  vuata* 
rupted  sleep  as  I  have  not  known  anee  I  ikpt  a 
Fort  Augustus. 

*<On  Mondayldined  with  Seward, aa Toeiaif 
with  Peradise.  The  momiugs  have  bam  dcfoortd 
by  conspany,  and  one  intrunon  ha%  lfaioa(htb« 
whole  week,  succeeded  to  another. 

**  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  I  propOMd  to 
myself  a  scheme  of  lilb^  and  a  plan  of  itody ;  bst 
neither  life  haa  been  rectified,  oor  sUi^  MIevfd. 
Bays  and  months  pass  in  a  dream;  and  I  sai  tfnH 
that  my  memory  grows  less  tenadons,  sod  m;  «b> 
servation  less  attentive.  If  I  am  dacajio^  it  ■ 
time  to  make  haste.  Hy  nights  are  ifstUa  toi 
tedious,  and  my  days  drowsy.  Thefiataknecvbicb 
tormenta  me  has  sometimca  ao  obstmetsd  vj 
braatb,  that  the  act  of  respiration  beeaaa  aot  ob'. 
voluntary,  but  laborious  in  a  deenmbeat  poaoR- 
By  copious  bleeding  I  was  relieved,  hot  not  csitc 

''I  have  this  year  omitted  eburoh  oo  man 
Sundays,  intending  to  supply  the  deficicnce  is  tk 
week.  So  that  I  owe  twelve  attendanfes  «  vtr- 
ship.  I  will  make  no  more  audi  sspcratitioai  tf<- 
pulatioas,  which  entangle  the  mind  with  oabid^-* 
obligations.**     (P.  J56— 159). 


Mr.  SteereBB,   whose    geaeiosiy 
known,  joined  Dr.  Johnson  injundi 
to  a  fianale  rebtion  of  I>t. 
desired  that,  oo  her  retsm  to 
would  procure  authentic  potr^colan 
of  her  celebrated  rdatioD. 
the  following  letter:—- 

JOHNSON  TO  STEEVEK& 


<'DsAaSia,_TouwiU  be  ^ad 
ftom   Mis.  Oddsaith*    whom  we 
drowned,  I  have  rcceivad  a  letter  IhU  ef 
to  ua  all,  withprgmise  to  mah 
we  ifcommeadad  to  bee     I 
honour  ef  eonv^ing  thia  iateDtgeaoB 
Caulfield,  but  that  her  letter  ia  not  at 
I  know  not  the  direetion.     Too  will  iril 
news.  —  I  am.  Sir,  &c. 


itSf 
Mm 

mi 


BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSOK. 


Rcr 


«Mt  ssaaSu, — Hy 
eounta  with  you  at  present 
balance,  as  to  nuniber.  is 
indebted  to  you  for  two 
of  NovembcTi  upon  whieh 
so  that  our  Icttcia 
the  Slat  of 
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"MyhMrtwMwaniMd  with  gntitvle  bf  the 
bulj  kind  rontwfi  of  both  of  them;  mod  it  ii 
MBMaBg  aod  Ttztag  thftt  I  have  «Uo«ed  to  much 
tine  to  dapie  without  writing  to  you.  Bat  deUy 
U  nheraat  in  mc^  by  nature  or  by  bad  habit  I 
viitcd  till  I  tfaoold  have  an  opportunity  of  paying 
70a  my  ooapKmenta  on  a  new  year,  I  have 
pracrMuiated  till  the  year  ii  no  longer  new. 


"  Dr.  MeaaU*!  eauae  [p.  454.1  wai  determined 
ifuast  him,  with  40L  eoata.  The  lord  president,  and 
tvo  other  of  the  judgei.  diseented  from  the  minority 
apoo  thif  ground :  that  although  there  nay  have 
btcQ  no  anteotioa  to  injure  him  by  calling  him 
itdtr  0/  werfif !'■■  imtead  of  ^jretcum;  yet*  aa  he 
ifmuiwlfrted  against  the  deuignatian  before  the 
cfairter  was  printed  oC  nod  reprwented  that  it  was 
disagreMhle*  and  even  burtfiil  to  him,  it  waa  ill- 
Mtiued  to  rdhsa  to  alter  it»  and  let  him  have  the 
deugnstioo  to  which  he  was  certainly  entitled.  My 
opiaioQ  is,  that  csir  court  has  Judged  wrong.  The 
tiffrndintt  were  m  ■o2d  JUU^  to  persist  in  naming 
him  in  s  way  that  he  disliked.  You  remember 
poor  Goldsmith,  when  he  grew  important,  and 
viihed  to  appear  Doctor  Mqfor,  could  not  bear 
root  calling  him  GoUp.  [p.  S$2.  Sd4.]  Would 
It  oot  have  been  wroQg  to  have  named  him  ao  in 
four  *Prcfiice  to  Shakapeare,*  or  in  any  serious 
pcmsDeat  writiq^  of  any  sort  ?  The  difficulty  is, 
vhfther  an  action  should  be  allowed  on  such  petty 
noof^i.    J)§  mimimii  nan  amtt  Ux» 

"  The  negro  cnuM  is  not  yet  decided.  A  me- 
■srial  is  preparing  on  the  side  ot  slavery.  I  shall 
imd  feu  a  copy  aa  eoen  aa  it  is  printed.  Maelaurin 
a  sisde  happy  by  jom  approbation  of  his  memorial 
^  the  bbdu  Mncquarry  was  here  in  the  winter, 
ssd  we  passed  an  evening  together.  The  aale  of 
Ui  cMste  cannot  ba  prevented. 

*  Sir  Allan  Maelean*s  suit  agaioBt  the  Duke  of 
^tgyls,  fsr  leee wring  the  ancient  inheritance  of 
kiifneUy,  is  now  ftiriy  beforo  all  oar  judgea.  I 
V^e  far  him  yseHrday,  and  Maelsnrin  to-day ; 
Uoibie  spoka  to-day  against  him.  Three  more 
•Matd  sre  to  be  heard,  and  next  week  the  eavse 
«tt  be  (hmmiiiiri  I  send  you  the  inlbnnations, 
•  sMss.  en  eaeh  aide,  which  1  hope  you  will  read. 
^  «id  to  me,  vrhea  we  wero  under  Sir  Allan's 
^i^itshk  leuf,  *  I  w«l  heip  yan  with  my  pen.'  Yon 
«■  it  with  a  geaerous  glow;  and  though  his 
Gfiee  «f  Afgyle  did  allenraida  mount  you  upon 
neterilent  boree,  upon  which  •  you  leaked  Uke  a 
hdiop/  yau  anHt  act  awerve  ftom  your  purpose 
^  IsebkcnaetfL  I  wiah  you  may  understand  the 
pvMiat  mam,  amidit  aar  Seeteh  law  prineipica 
Mdpbians.*  [Hera  followed  a fhll  slate  of  the 
^1.  in  whieh  I  eadsavoored  to  make  it  as  dear  as 
I  tooU  to  aa  Englisbmao  who  hod  no  knowledge 
^  the  flbrmalarica  aad  teskoieal  language  af  the 
^ofisMlaad.] 

M  ikaU  infonn  yoa  how  the  eaoae  it  decided 
^>s.  Bat  as  it  may  be  brought  under  the  inlaw 
^«v  jndgss,  aad  is  certainly  to  be  carried  by  ap- 
^^  to  the  Honae  of  Lords,  the  assistance  of  such 
•»^  m  yoom  wiU  be  af  eooseqncnee.  Yoor 
P^  so  Vidtm  Imtmmimm  is  a  ncble  proof  of 
*^  yoQ  cao  do  evan  in  Scotch  law. 

"  1  have  aot  yet  distributed  all  your  books.  Lord 
'I'ilosad  Locd  Monboddo  have  each  received  one^ 


and  return  you  thanka.  Monboddo  dined  with  me 
lately,  and,  having  drunk  tea,  we  were  a  good  while 
by  ourselves ;  and  as  I  knew  that  he  had  read  the 
*  Journey  *  supcrfieislly,  as  he  (Bd  not  talk  of  it  as  I 
1,  f  brought  it  to  him,  and  read  ah»od  several 
and  then  he  talked  so,  that  1  told  him  he 
was  to  have  a  copy  ./(wr  Me  amikor.  He  begged 
Hud  might  be  marked  on  it.  *  *  *  *  I  ever  am,  my 
dear  Sir,  your  most  fidthlul  and  sfffectionale  haosble 
servant.  Jambs  BoswniM" 

SIR  ALEXANDER  DICK  TO  JOHNSON. 

•*  Prertoafidd,  Feb.  17. 1777. 
•*  Sia,  —  I  had  yesterday  the  honour  of  receiving 
your  book  of  your  *  Journey  to  the  Western  Islanda 
of  Scotland,'  which  you  were  so  good  as  to  send 
me,  by  the  hands  of  our  mutual  friend  Mr.  Boswell 
of  Auchinleek ;  for  whieh  I  return  yon  my  most 
hearty  thanks;  and,  after  carefully  reading  it  over 
again,  shall  deposit  it  in  my  little  collection  of  choice 
books,  next  our  worthy  friend's  '  Journey  to  Cor- 
ttca.*  As  there  are  many  things  to  admire  in  both 
performances,  I  have  often  wished  that  no  travels  or 
journey  should  be  published  but  those  undertaken 
by  persons  of  integrity,  and  capacity  to  Judge  well, 
and  describe  faithfully  and  in  good  language,  the 
situation,  condition,  and  manners  of  the  countries 
passed  through.  Indeed,  our  country  of  Scotland, 
in  spite  of  the  union  of  the  crowns,  is  srill  in  moat 
places  so  devoid  of  clothing  or  cover  fhmi  hedges 
and  plantations,  that  it  was  well  you  gave  your 
readers  a  sound  numxteirt  with  respect  to  that  cir- 
cumstance. The  truths  you  have  told,  and  the 
purity  of  the  langusge  in  which  they  are  expressed, 
on  your  'Journey'  is  universally  read,  may,  and 
already  appear  to,  have  a  very  good  effect  For  a 
man  of  my  acquaintance,  who  has  the  largest  nur- 
sery for  trees  and  hedges  in  this  country,  tells  me, 
that  of  late  the  demand  upon  him  for  these  articles 
is  doubled,  and  sometimes  tripled.  I  have,  there- 
fore, listed  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson  in  some  of  my 
memorandumsof  the  principal  planters  and  fovourers 
of  the  enclosurers,  under  a  name  which  I  took  the 
liberty  to  invent  from  the  Greek,  Poppadtrndrion. 
Lord  Auchinleek  and  some  &w  more  are  of  the  list 
I  am  told  that  one  gentleman  in  the  shire  of  Aber- 
deen, vit.  Sir  Archibald  Grant,  has  planted  above 
fifty  miliiona  of  trees  on  a  piece  of  very  wild  ground 
at  Monimusk :  I  must  enquire  if  he  has  fenced 
them  well,  beforo  he  enters  my  list ;  for  that  is  the 
soul  of  enclosing.  X  besan  myself  to  plant  a  little, 
our  ground  being  too  valuable  for  much,  and  that 
is  now  fifty  years  ago ;  and  the  trees,  now  in  my 
seventy-fourth  year,  I  look  up  to  with  reverence, 
and  show  them  to  my  eldest  son,  now  in  his  fif- 
teenth year ;  and  they  are  the  full  height  of  my 
country-house  here,  where  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
receiving  you,  aod  hope  again  to  have  that  satis- 
faction with  our  mutual  friend,  Mr.  BoswelL  I 
shall  dways  continue,  with  the  truest  esteem,  dear 
Doctor,  &c.,  ALXsaaant  Dick.-* 
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JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

*•  Feb.  18. 1777. 

**  DxAft  Sib,  —  It  is  m  long  tinee  I  iMud  any 
thing  from  jou  ^  that  I  am  not  taty  about  it : 
writa  iomathlng  to  me  next  pott.  When  you  tent 
your  iMt  letter,  every  thing  seemed  to  be  mending; 
I  hope  nothing  has  lately  grown  worse.  I  suppose 
voung  Alexander  eontinues  to  thrive,  and  Verooiea 
IS  now  very  pretty  company.  I  do  not  suppose 
the  lady  is  yet  reconciled  to  me  ;  yet  let  her  know 
that  J  love  her  very  well,  and  value  her  very  much. 

*'  Air.  Blair  is  printing  some  sermons.  If  they 
are  all  like  the  first,  which  I  have  read,  they  are 
§ermon»»  amrn,  ac  amn  magu  amrn*  It  is  excellently 
written  both  as  to  doctrine  and  language^  Mr. 
Watson*s  book  '  seems  to  be  much  esteemed. 

**  Poor  Beauderk  still  continues  very  ill.  Lang- 
ton  lives  on  as  he  used  to  dow  Hii  children  are  very 
pretty,  and,  I  think,  his  lady  loses  her  Scotdi.' 
Paoli  I  never  see. 

**  I  have  been  so  distriased  by  difficulty  of  breath- 
ing, that  I  lost,  as  was  computed,  six-and-thirty 
ounces  of  blood  in  a  £ew  days.  I  am  better,  but 
not  welL  I  wish  you  would  be  vigilant  and  get 
me  Graham's « Telemschus '  [amii,  p.  1 S9.]  that  was 
printed  at  Glasgow,  a  very  little  book  ;  and  '  JUa- 
Uoni  JPoemaia  [amti,  p.  S95.],  another  little  book, 
printed  at  Middleburgh. 

**  Mrs.  Williams  sends  her  compliments,  and  pro- 
mises that  when  you  come  hither  she  will  aeoommo- 
date  you  as  well  as  ever  she  can  in  the  old  room.  She 
wishes  to  know  whether  you  sent  her  book  to  Sir 
Alexander  Gordon.  My  dear  Boswell,^  do  not 
neglect  to  write  to  me ;  for  your  kindness  is  one  of 
the  plottures  of  my  life,  which  I  should  be  sorry  to 
lose.    I  am,  &c,  Sam.  Jomrsov." 

BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

*•  Edinburgh,  Feb.  94. 1777. 

••Dkas  SiH,~Your  letter  dated  the  18th  in- 
stant, I  had  the  pleasure  to  receive  last  post.  Al- 
though my  late  long  neglect,  or  rather  delay,  was 
truly  culpable,  I  am  tempted  not  to  regret  it,  since  it 
has  produced  roe  so  valuable  a  proof  of  your  regard. 
I  did,  indeed,  during  that  inexcusable  silence,  som^ 
tiroes  divert  the  reproaches  of  my  own  mind,  by 
fiuseying  that  I  should  hear  again  from  you,  en- 
quiring with  some  anxiety  about  me,  because^  for 
aught  you  knew,  I  might  have  been  ill. 

**  You  are  pleased  to  show  me  that  my  kindness 
is  of  some  consequence  to  you.  My  heart  is  elated 
at  the  thought.  Be  assured,  my  dear  Sir,  that 
my  afiecdon  and  reverence  for  you  are  exalted 
and  steady.  I  do  not  believe  that  a  more  perfect 
attachment  ever  existed  in  the  history  of  mankind. 
And  it  is  a  noble  attachment ;  for  the  attractions 
are  genius,  learning,  and  piety. 

**  Your  difficulty  of  breathing  alarms  me,  and 
brings  into  my  imagination  an  event,  which,  al- 
though, in  the  natural  course  of  things,  I  must  ex- 
pect at  some  period,  I  cannot  view  with  composure. 


I  By  the  then  coarw  of  the  poet,  ID7  loot  tetter  of  the  Uth 
had  D<H  jet  reecbcd  blm.  ~  Botwsu.. 

•  HUtoiy  of  Philip  the  Second.  —  Boswsll. 

*  Ledy  Koches  (eiM^,  p.  ttS.)  was  a  oettre  of  Enetsad.  bet 
•he  had  lived  hmf  In  Scotland,  and  Dever,  it  li  laio,  enureljr 
Iset  tba  aeeent  the  had  aeqaired  there.  — Caoasa. 

«  Johaeea  to  the  meet  comaMU  BafUah  fbraaHoa  oTths 


^  My  wife  is  much  honoured  bj  vhst  joa  mj  of 
her.    She  begs  you  may  aoeept  of  bcr  bat  aoBiif  ii> 
ments.     She  ii  to  send  you  some  waraisisi^f  cf  i 
orange*  of  her  own  making.     I  cfsr  sm,  siy  ^  ' 
Sir,  &c»  Jaiixs  Boiwiu."     i 


1 


[JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  ASTON. 


i.\7n. 


**  DxAa  MAttAai,  —  As  we  pea  on  tfarcraigh  the 
Journey  of  Tdb,  we  meet,  and  oiight  to  espeet,muy 
unpleasing  oeeurrences,  but  msay  hkcm  n- 
counter  us  unexpected.  I  have  this  aaonunf  bnrd 
firom  Lucy  of  your  iOncas.  I  heard,  iodcsd,  is  tbe 
next  sentence  that  you  are  to  a  greet  degree  r> 
covered.  May  your  recovery,  deaacit  Madns,  be 
complete  and  lasUng!  The  hopes  of  paying  yooiW 
annual  visit  is  one  of  the  frw  sdaees  with  vhirt 
my  imagination  gratifies  me ;  and  my  wiA  k  tbtf 
1  may  &d  yon  happy. 

**  My  health  is  much  broken ;  my  nifltts  » 
very  totleai^  and  will  not  be  made  more  comfiyrt- 
able  by  remembering  that  one  at  the  fricadi  vhi;x 
I  value  most  is  suffimng  equallr  with  mpA  B<  1 
pleased,  dearest  lady,  to  let  roe  know  bow  jou  m; 
and  if  writing  be  troublesome,  get  dear  Mn.  G«v 
trail  to  write  far  jtnL  I  hope  she  is  wdl  ssd  ^t 
to  assist  yon  ;  and  wish  that  you  may  10  vdl  rt- 
cover,  as  to  repay  her  kindneas,  if  ibe  dtooU  vut 
yon.  Blay  you  both  live  long  happy  together '  1 
am,  dear  Madam,  &e,.  Sail  Jcbssox.'] 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL 


14.  in?. 

*«  DiAE  Sia,*  I  have  been  mock  pkaed  wiA 
your  late  letter,  and  am  glad  that  my  old  fsiwv. 
Mra.  Boawell,  bcgiaa  to  IM  aome  itmeisa.  A»» 
Miss  Veronica's  Seotdi.  I  think  it  caanet  hekdyei 

An  English  maid  yon  might  easily  haee ;  brt  ^ 
would  atill  imitate  the  greater  nomber,  es  i^ 
would  be  likewise  thoee  whom  she  aenit  w^  ^ 
spect.  Her  dialect  wiU  not  be  grass.  Her 
has  not  much  Scotch,  and  you  have  ycwietf  e 
little.     I  hope  she  knows  nay  naaat^  aad  de^ 

••  The  immediate  cause  of  my  wiitaag  ie  t^ 
One  Shaw,  who  seems  a  aaodest  aad  a  dsccai  ■* 
has  written  an  £ne  Gramnsar,  whiA  a  very  kars^ 
Highlander,  Blaeboan,  has,  at  my  rsquesi,  tum^ 
and  approved.  The  book  ia  vary  litthk  brt  ^' 
Shaw  has  been  persuaded  by  his  fnindi  to  iK  it « 
half  a  guinea,  though  I  adiiasd  only  a  cres^  1^ 
thoujght  myself  liberaL  Ton,  whom  the 
considers  as  a  great  eocoumgar  of  ' 
will  receive  a  parcel  of  hia  propoaab  aat 
I  have  undertaken  to  giva  you  notiee  of 
to  soUeit  your  countcnaneeL  Yov  SBaat  sak  ae  p^ 
man,  bcceuse  the  price  is  really  laa  h^^  ^^ 
such  a  work  JesiiiHB  palronage. 

*«It  is  proposed  to  aagmcsil  our  cfaik  fr-'i 
twenty  to  thirty,  of  which  I  am  ^;  Iw  »  «^ 
have  several  in  it  wham   I  do  not  asach  Uc  M 


le  UamJokmf 
Meed  obeerrad  that 
name  In  their  own  vaj.— 
calif  dlflbrpot :  one  la 
load,  Joha'e  lewai 
Aonaadale  UmOj  **  Adyr 
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coMort  with ',  1  am  for  radociiig  it  to  a  mere  mU* 
erlltaeotts  collection  of  conipicuous  men,  without 
my  determioate  charafCtcr.  1  am,  dear  Sir,  moat 
•fTcctionately  yours,  Sax.  Johmion. 

"  My  retpeeta  to  Madam,  to  Veronica,  to  Alex- 
ander, to  Euphemiat  to  David. " 

[JOHNSON  TO  MR&  ASTON. 

*•  March  IS.  1777. 
"DcjiauT  Madam,  —  The  letter  with  which  I 
vu  fiiToored,  by  the  kindncaa  of  Mrs.  Gastrell,  has 
cootributcd  Tery  little  to  quiet  my  solicitude.  I 
•n  indeed  more  frighted  than  by  Mrs.  Porter*B 
aceoont  Yet,  rince  you  have  had  strength  to  con- 
oner  your  disorder  so  as  to  obtain  a  partial  recovery, 
J  ttiiak  it  reasonable  to  believe,  that  the  fiivourable 
MMQ  which  is  now  coming  forward  may  restore 
yoa  to  your  former  health.  Do  not,  dear  Madam, 
loie  your  courage,  nor  by  despondence  or  inactivity 
pn  way  to  the  disca«.  Use  such  exercise  as  you 
can  bear,  and  excite  cheerftil  tbougbta  in  your  own 
auod.  Do  not  harass  your  focultica  with  laborious 
attntiao :  nothing  is,  in  my  opinion,  of  more 
■UKfaievoos  tendency  in  a  state  of  body  like  yours, 
l^n  deep  meditation  or  perplexing  solicitude. 
Guety  is  a  duty,  when  health  requires  it.  Enter- 
tain yootself  as  you  can  with  small  amusements,  or 
l^t  eon f creation,  and  let  nothing  but  your  devo* 
^  ever  make  yon  aenousi  But  while  I  exhort 
J^  my  dearest  lady,  to  merriment,  I  am  verj 
•naea  myself.  The  loaa  or  danger  of  a  friend  is 
Mt  to  be  considered  with  indifference ;  but  I 
Mvt  some  conaolation  from  the  thought,  that  you 
do  BoC  languish  unattended ;  that  you  are  not  in 
^  hands  St  strangers  or  serrants,  but  have  a  nater 
tt  bsad  to  watch  yoar  wants  and  supply  them.  If, 
^  thJadisfanee,  I  can  be  of  any  use,  by  consulting 
l^y^i^mmt  or  for  any  other  purpoee,  I  hope  you 
viBcMployme. 

"  I  have  thon^  oo  a  journey  to  Staffordshire  : 
«d  hope,  in  a  few  weeks,  to  climb  Stow  Hill,  and  to 
fod  tlm  the  phaaore  which  1  have  so  often  found. 
^  Be  bear  again  from  you.  I  am,  dear  Madam, 
f*«r  Biea  humble  aervant,  Sam.  Jobvson.**] 
^JWveAs  JfS5. 

B08WELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

**  Edinbarf  b.  April  4. 1777. 
(After  iaformtag  him  of  the  death  of  my  little 
^  IWvid,  and  that  I  could  not  come  to  London 
^  >pnag);  —  «  I  think  it  hard  that  I  should  be  a 
*^  year  without  seeing  you.  May  I  presume 
^  fetitaon  fern  mofting  with  you  in  the  autumn  ? 
Toa  kava,  I  believe,  seen  all  the  cathedrals  in 
^H^ntd,  except  that  of  Carlisle.  If  you  are  to 
W  vitb  Dr.  Taylor,  at  Ashbourne,  it  would  not  be 
*  Ccat  journey  to  come  thither.  We  may  pass  a 
^  nsat  agTMblc  days  there  by  ourselves,  and  I 
^>J  actompanj  you  a  good  part  of  the  way  to  the 
VBkwsrd  agsin.     Pray  think  of  this. 


0» 


of  thefr  Aibrinff  fron  him  m  to  rellsloii  and 
Burke.  Beauelerk.  Fox,  kc. 


-  ..  tMt  ttasa  that  Mr.  SbertdAisLord  Uopcr-Otiory. 

«^  Xarlay  (aflOTwvds  Btabop  of  Wslerfnrd).  snd  Mr. 
wJ  tf  avrr  adalctod  t  bat  tney  were  all  of  tb#  asme  catt 
*  ^  uf  piHUka.  The  Clah.  though  It  baa  the  repuUtlon  of 
"^  •  "aaM,  bad,  as  tta  records  tbow,  tor  many  of  hit 
I'vi^trnftm^ct  hia  eompany.^CsoKsa.  I«n,  1M7. 


« Tou  Ibrget  that  Mr.  Shaw*a  Erse  Grammar 
waa  put  into  your  hands  by  myself  last  year. 
Lord  EgUntoun  put  it  into  mine.  I  am  ^lad 
that  Mr.  Macbean  approves  of  it.  I  have  received 
Mr.  Shaw*s  proposals  for  ita  publication,  which  I 
can  perceive  are  written  Ay  tie  hand  of  a  wuuUr, 

•  •  •  Pray  get  for  me  all  the  editions  of 
*  Walton's  Lives.*  1  have  a  notion  that  the  repub- 
lication of  them  with  notca  will  fell  upon  me,  be- 
tween Dr.  Home  and  Lord  Hailes.** ' 

Mr.  Shaw*8  proposalB  for  an  **  Analysis  of 
the  Scotch  Celtic  Language  **  were  thus  illu- 
nunated  hy  the  pen  of  J  ohnson :  — 

**  Though  the  Erse  dialect  of  the  Celtic  language 
has,  from  the  earliest  times,  been  spoken  in  Britain, 
and  still  subsists  in  the  northern  parts  and  adjacent 
i*!*!!'^?,  yet,  by  the  negligence  of  a  people  rather 
warlike  than  lettered,  it  1ms  hitherto  been  left  to 
the  caprice  and  judgment  of  every  speaker,  and  has 
floated  iu  the  living  voice,  without  the  steadiness  of 
analogy,  or  direction  of  rules. 

**  An  Erse  Grammar  is  an  addition  to  the  stores 
of  literature;  and  its  author  hopes  for  the  in- 
dulgence always  shown  to  those  that  attempt  to  do 
what  was  never  done  before.  If  his  work  sludl  be 
found  defective,  it  is  at  least  all  his  own ;  be  u  not» 
like  other  grammarians,  a  compiler  or  transcriber  ; 
what  he  delivers,  he  has  learned  by  attentive  ob- 
servation among  his  countrymen,  who,  perhaps, 
will  be  themselves  aurpriaed  to  see  that  speech 
reduced  to  principles,  which  they  have  used  only 
by  imitation. 

**  The  uae  of  this  book  will,  however,  not  be 
confined  to  the  mountains  and  islands ;  it  will 
afford  a  pleasing  and  important  subject  of  specula 
tion  to  those  whose  studies  lead  them  to  trace  the 
aflSnity  of  languages,  and  the  migrations  of  the 
ancient  races  of  mankind." 

BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

•*  Olaatov,  AprU  M.  1777. 

**  Mr  nxAa  Sit,  —  Our  worthy  friend  Thrale*s 
death  having  appeared  in  the  newspapers,  and  been 
afterwards  contradicted,  I  have  been  placed  in  a 
state  of  very  uneasy  uncertainty,  from  which  I 
hoped  to  be  relieved  by  you ;  but  my  hopea  have 
as  yet  been  vain.  How  could  you  omit  to  write  to 
me  on  such  an  occasion  ?  I  Aul  wait  with  anxiety. 
—  I  am  going  to  Audiinleck  to  suy  a  fortnight 
with  my  fetber.  It  ia  better  not  to  be  there  very 
long  at  one  time.  But  frequent  renewals  of  atten' 
tion  are  agreeable  to  him. 

'•Pray  tell  me  about  thia  edition  of  'English 
Poets,  with  a  Prefece,  biographical  and  critical,  to 
each  Author,  by  Samuel  Johnson,  LL  D.*  which  I 
see  advertiaed.  I  am  delighted  with  the  prospect 
of  it.  Indeed,  I  am  happy  to  feel  that  I  am 
capable  of  being  so  much  delighted  with  literature. 
But  is  not  the  charm  of  this  publication  chiefly 
owing  to  the  wtagnmm  aomsn  in  the  front  of  it  ? 


*  Nono  of  tbo  peraona  b«r«  naattootd  nscolcd  the  work 
wblcb  tb«v  bad  In  cimecmptatlon.  Walton'a  valuable  liook, 
bowever,  naa  bern  corrcctl)'  rrpublUhcd  In  quarto  and 
octavo,  witb  note*  and  llluftrationa  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Zooeb. 
«  MALoas.  It  was  alio  printed  at  too  Clarrndoa  praaa,  la 
IMS,  io  two  volumea,  wo,  and  io  oat  voL  Svo,  ItM.  -• 
&«//.— CsoKsa. 
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^Wliat  do  you  «j  df  Lord  Cb«rteriield%  Iffe- 
mnn  and  latt  kttcn?'* 

•■My  wifc  hm  wmd^  tBarmahde  «f  oruigei  ibr 
yocu  I  kit  liar  and  my  daughten  and  Aleiando' 
dll  w«N  ycitntlay.  I  have  taught  Yeronioa  to 
9cok  of  jaa  tfaut;  Dr.  Johnaon,  aot  JoboflBo. 

iTtDMtmfte.,  ' " " 


JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

"Hays.  1777. 

•*  Dbab  flia,  — -  The  ttoiy  of  Ifr.  Thnloli  dMth, 
aa  hm  hodoeilkMr  baenaiekaor  inaofothor  danger* 
made  lo  little  impranien  upon  me,  that  I  oavor 
thought  About  obmting  iu  effeeta  on  any  body 
dae.  It  b  auiipoted  to  have  been  [noduoed  by  the 
Eni^Iufa  euatom^  of  making  April  fooU ;  that  is, 
of  aeodiag  one  another  on  aomcfoolUh  cnmod  on 
the  6rtt  of  April. 

••Tell  Mb.  BoavcSl  that  I  ^taSi  tarte  her  mm^ 
malade  oaotioudy  at  fint.  Timm  Jkuunt  <<  daw 
firtmUt.  Beware,  aayi  th«  Italian  provefb,  of  a 
leoooeilad  enemy.  But  i^en  I  find  it  doca  me  no 
harm.  I  ■hall  then  reonve  it,  and  be  thankful  for 
it»  as  a  pladge  of  firm,  and,  I  hope,  of  unalterable 
kindnvs.     She  is,  after  all,  a  deai;,  dear  lady. 

**  Please  to  tetuzn  Dr.  Blair  thanks  Ihr  his 
aermoiM.    The  Scotch  write  ZngMA  wonderful^ 

wen.  , 

M  Tour  frequent  visits  to  Auehinleck,  and  yonr 
Aort  stay  fhere,  aie  wry  laudebla  and  irery  Judi- 
cious. Yourpresent  concord  with  your  fcther  gives 
me  great  plesauve;  it  waa  all  fh«t  yon  aeemed 

to  wnnt* 

«<  My  heahhls  very  had,  and  my  nights  are  very 
unquiet  What  can  I  do  to  mend  (hem?  X  have 
lor  this  summer  nothii^lwtter  in  pniapect  than  a 
journey  into  Staflbrdshire  and  Derbyshire,  perhaps 
wtfli  Oxford  and  Bimdqgham  in  my  way. 

«  Make  my  eomplimcnU  to  M  iss  Veronica ;  1  most 
leave  it  to  Act  philosophy  to  comfort  you  for  the 
loss  of  little  Duvid.  Vou  must  lemember,  that  to 
ke«9  ilvee  out  of  finir  is  more  than  your  share. 
piwm.  Thrala  hM  hut  lour  out  of  eleven. 

•*  I  «a  engaged  4o  write  little  Lives,  and  Utile 
riiftnai.  to«  uttk  editiosi  of  the  Ei^lish  Poets.  I 
think  I  haae  penniaded  the  bookaellers  to  insest 
gffT»^»»i"w  of  Thomson;  and  if  you  could  ^ve 
ns  aoaeinfermatifln  about  hinw  for  tl»  U^  erhich 
wo  fcflio  ia  ivery  aeaBty,  I  ahould  be  glad. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  &a«  Sam.  JoHvaoii.'* 

Tb  Hmm  who  ^LfiBl^  in  trftcing  ihe  pregren 
ofworiai  of  Uter*hira,  H  witt  be  MwrtertMn- 
ment  to  compare  the  Kmited  design  wifli  the 
gmple  execntion  of  that  admirable  performsncei 
«The  Livei  of  the  Kn^iliah  Poels,"  which  is 
Ihe  richest,  mcrt  beftatifiil,  and,  indeed,  most 
perfect  production  of  Jbhnson*s  j>en.  His 
notion  of  it  nt  thb  tkoao  »ppovs  m  the  pre- 
i^Wi^  letter.    He  has  a  memoraadom  in  this 


with  booksellers 
not  lo^g."    (/v. 


'May  19.,  Ewter  ore,  I 
on  a  bargain,  but  the  time 


eel 


laiRxn' 


L 


iBMMa  cdllimi  or  cfceWmoln  saS  Mls- 
Lo*d  ChottOTflQid,  pdMlihsA  by  Mr. 
•arif  In  1777.  — ^Cbokbb. 


The  bargain  was  oonoeming  that  undattkiii^; 
bnt  his  tender  oonscienoe  eeeiiM  ilnwd^Mt 
it  should  have  intruded  too  much  on  Ik  derout 
prepandon  for  the  solemnitr  of  tke  easiiis^ 
duaj.    But,  indeed,  very  little' time  w«  Mco- 
sary  for  Johnson*s  ooocladisig  a  treaty  wilk 
the  booksellers;  aa  he  had,  I  believe,  les 
attention  Co  profit  fiom  his  hdwrna,  ^^1 
man  to  whom  literature  has  been  a  proAasicn. 
I  shall  here  msert,  ftom  n  letter  to  nefron 
mj  late  worthy  friend   Mr.  Sdward  Billj, 
though  of  a  later  date,  aa  account  of  this  plan, 
■o  happily  concmved,  sinoe  h  was  the  ooctf  1  a 
of  procuring  lor  us  an  elegant  coUectioD  of  tU 
best  biography  and  criticiBn  of  which  sv  ha- 

gnagecan' 


EDWARD  DILLT  TO  BOSWKLL. 


>  thil 


"DsAO  Sw,— Ywu  find  by  tfus 
aM  atill  in  the  saae  calm 
and  hustle  of  liOadan,  as  when  I  weslete  ysa>^ 
I  am  taoppy  to  find  you  had  sueh  aa  er;"" 
nastily  with  yoar  old  friend  Dr.  Jehaaoa:  1  ksw 
no  doabt  your  alodk  is  mush  ininaaiilbyAtM- 
terview.s  lew  emn,  na^  I  amy  my,  scsieily  «f 
man  hm  got  that  flmdof  kaowiedgaanA  tsrtm> 
matft  m  Dk.  Johaeeo  in  ea^vosmtiaa  Wkfski 
opem  fiwdy,  mmy  one  is  eClmtim  Is  wh»t  hi 
mys,  and  eaoaot  iml  of  im] 


"  The  edition  of  the 
da  hooonr  to  the  English  , 
eonnt  of  the  lilb  of  caeh  aathoc.  by  Dr.  Mm. 
will  bo  a  very  valuoble  additioa,  and  ^i^  !* 
mputation  of  this  edition  snpceior  toanytlKf  «» 
vwonebcintt.  The  tot  emme  iShat  gam  t»J» 
this  undertaking,  1  beKevc.  wna  owing  m  tkt  W 
tridbig  aditian  of  the  pociB,  ptincing  by  tW  Ihr 
timnt  Edinbiiq^  and  to  be  eoia  by  BaU  ia  1^ 
dno.     Upon  ciaminiag  tfie  i    '  ^^ 

priaaed,  the  type  wns  Ibsodeo 
many  peraens  eouU  not  vend  ttomt 
inconvenienoe  attended  it,  hot 
the  prem  wm  very  eonapieooua.  Th^ 
M  well  as  the  idm  of  an  invnaion  ^  ^^^VT 
our  Litemry  Property,  indoood  the  I-«**V^ , 
sellers  to  print  an  elc^at  and  nucuiau  <««■*  * 
all  the  English  poets  of  npfltation,  Horn  Clas*' 
to  the  present  time. 

••  Aoeofdingly  a  sdcel  nvmter  df  the  anj  ^ 

qiectsble  booksrflen  met  on  the  ocomiBo:  ■*  * 

eonsnlting  togethei;  agreed,  tfaaa  all 

of  eopfright  in  the  varioaa  tm^m  AaM  W 

moned  together ;  wd  when 

given,  to  jiiumeU  iuiwediat 

Aocovdinglyaniertingwmbt „ 

ibrty  of  the  nBoat  lesptetafalo  bookaallsts  «f  i^ 

don,  when  it  wm  agwed  that  an  il%srt  mi J«  ! 

form  editkn  of  •  The  BngUali  Baei^  i*a*  * 
MOModialaly  printed,  with  an  an  rim  aoaat«/ts^ 

life  of  eaeh  author,  by  Dr. 


-  -I 


Bcottltii 
can  MpHl. 


mu 


tfA«fC' 
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vpoa  Dr.  Jtkummk,  to  toliait  him  to  wnitittakt  the 
•  Lira,*  fix.  T.  DwriM,  SitiAflii,  tad  CMldL  The 
Doctor  fery  poTitdjr  oiMlertoelL  it»Mdf — td  ei- 
ctcdiugljr  piMMd  irith  the  pn^nmL 

**  Ai  to  the  teroat,  it  wee  left  entirelj  to  the  Poc- 
iwtoiMaiehbowB;  he  tttflrioBod  twohandred 
prieuo'l  it  VM  hnwidtalily  wgtmd  to;  aiid  « 
father  eMapliMim  I  helim,  wiU  be  rnnde  Imil 
Aeoawitlee  «m  likowiM  oppointed  to  engifo the 

finr  0mag  dinatioMi 
iboui  the  p^MT,  fmoting,  he. ;  lo  thot  the  whole 
I  vUI  be  wmHiirtad  with  tptrit,  and  in  the  heft  nuHK 
!  wr,  with  mpcct  to  aulhonhlp,  editonh^  enmv- 
ingi,  &€.  &e.  Mj  brother  will  gtre  jou  m  list  of 
the  petti  we  smmb  to  give,  wautf  J  whieh  ere 
vithie  the  tSBMof  the  Act  of  Qneca  Aniie,  which 
Sbrtin  and  Bell  eeimot  fifc,  ai  thc^  hoTO  no  pro- 
perty ia  them :  the  proprietors  areahnoit  all  the 
^ookullen  ia  I.«ondoo  of  ooaaequeoee. 
"  I  MB,  dev  Sir  crcr  youra, 

"^EawABa  0IU.T.** 

I  ibiU  aftiM Willi  fasve  oceMiwi  lo  coniidci 
tbe  eiteniva  aad  varied  mge  which  Johmmi 
'M^  whea  he  was  oooe  led  upon  groand  which 
k  trode  with  *  fiaoBliar  dehght,  having  Icng 
been  intimatelT  aoqoaintod  with  all  the  cir- 
cunftmcet  of  It  that  oould  interest  and  please. 

immsoK  TO  (TccmNOR.  • 

*'iiifi9.im. 

;  8uu— asvfaw  had  the  plcoMre  of  Mwreniag 
*ith  Ar.  Caayhtfi  aboat  your  oharactflr  and  yoar 
Gtoary  aader^i^iqg,  I  aa  jreaolvad  to  BnuUy  mjp- 
■dr  bj  tenawiag  a  oorreapoodenoe  whioh  hegaa 
■^  taded  a  great  while  ego,  and  anded,  I  am 
"^•t^  hj  Bif  nmlt;  aiault  which,  if  jott  hoTe  not 
fa|«ttaB  it,  yoo  must  now  fbtgive. 

*  If  I  have  ever  diiappoiataa  you,  give  me  leave 
^  Myoa  that  700  have  Iftcwiae  dimppoioted  me. 
1  ttpceted  great  diaooverica  ia  Imh  antiquity, 
^  IvgipiMicai&ODafathe  Ividi  bngoaga ;  but 
*•  aerM  atill  nomim  ai  it  waa,  doi^htf id  aad  ig- 
•"ML    What  iha  IiMh  ha^i^a  la  ia  JteaM;  aad 

rhidi  ovary  ewm  weahaa  to 


«l$i^a.  Set  about  it,  fhcrefere,  if  ydu  ean : '  do 
what  you  can  aarily  do  without  anaimis  exactaeta. 
l.ay  the  foandatioa,  and  leave  the  auperstruetore 
So  paatefflty.  —  I  am.  Sin  your  himdile  eervant, 

"SaH.  Joimaoa.** 


CHAPTEK  LVnL 


2iatiaaa.  whi4 
lai  ilat  hao  aa/  pfalnliMiaal 
iatj.  Xk.  I  aland  h^giaabiihiatoiy  too  lata;  the 
"i^  vhiih  dawrva  aa  axaet  iaquiry  arc  thete  tioMs 
[^«ah  thwa  «an)«  wlian  Iiahmd  waa  the  aohool 
"  ^Weat,  Iha  qinet  habitatioa  of  aaoetitv  aad 
**■'*■•.  If  yon  oould  give  a  history,  ihou|p  int- 
^"'^  sv  the  iviah  aatioB,  Irom  ita  emvarnon 
^  QBiai— i^y  So  the  iavaaioa  fcem  £aglaid,yaB 
SBi|m  kavwladlge  with  new  views  aad  new 


••  iBiatl  a  mm  It 
.orewaaft^rn 


nW  awaa  w* 

Sytfiliwatlihitha 

It  VMM  be  NobllHMd  that 


wgjlhg  Iwarer, 

ea  the  nltlovy  of  ive» 

nr  fusS  tkfTt 

1  eoDfcM  that  Dr. 

if  tfwtwo,  aBS 


1777. 

mcAord  IMiufcy  Skeridau,  ^Savage^M  ^Sir  TAo- 
moM  Owerhmrp*  —  Tloauos.  —  Mhi.  StridUtmd, 
— T%tTmtUep  CMtdlmu  — 2>r.  DtddL—BonotU 
at  die  Tbaift  af  Mdsocfliea.^-^  Aaoe  Dv  OnUL 
^Dr,  Wtm,^lMtm't9  Mn,  BotmdL  —  Vhk 
to  AMmima^  ^^"^  Btuvf  Jkiek$tm.'-^  SUiufg 
•*  ii^eadte."— A^^iatad  IV^tatAc  AdUft  —Mb 
^UbaaiaiAa^ 


!: 


Eaect  in  this  year  came  out,  in  two  vofauMi 
tnwD|  ne  pflsMinows  wanes  on  hm  lenmea 
2nohiunr  Peanse*  bishop  tif  Rooheater  { 
ig  ^A  CoKuneBtary,  with  Notes,  en  die 
Bmngetists  and  tlie  Acts  of  the  AposUes,** 
with  other  theological  pieoeii  Jofanaon  had 
now  an  opportunity  of  making  a  grateful  re- 
turn to  ttiat  ezcdent  prdscfee,  who,  we  have 
seen,  was  the  only  person  wbo  ^ve  him  any 
assistance  in  (he  campilation  of  his  Dictionary. 
The  bishop  had  left  some  account  of  his  lira 
and  character,  written  by  himself.  To  this 
Johnson  made  same  Talnable  additions  f,  and 
also  furnished  to  tiie  editor,  the  Rev.  lir. 
Derby  ^  a  dedication  f,  wUeh  I  shall  here 
insert ;  both  beoanaeit  will  mear  at  this  time 
with  pecnliar  propriety,  ana  beeause  it  will 
tend  taprapagate  and  inereaae  that  **ftnrour 
of  la^tAf^'^  iHisch  in  me,  vrho  boaat  of  the 
name  of  Tory,  is  not  only  a  prinoiple  bat  a 


\ 


«  7b  lAt  Xiii^. 

**  81a,— I  petaaBM  to  lay  before  jour  miyeaty  the 
laat  lahoma  of  a  Imnnd  hishap,  who  died  ia  the 
toilaaad  dutieaofhiaoalUi^*  He  ia  aow  hiyoad 
the  reach  of  all  earthly  hoaoun  and  rewarda ;  and 
ooly  the  hope  of  inciting  othera  to  imiuta  him 
aadBea  it  now  fit  to  be  laaseidberod,  that  be  e^tayad 
in  his  lib  the  flwour  of  your  ms|es^. 


ilawrhaf  MliBui 
Invda  iiaiiahai  j 

in 


tha  pen  of  th«  talih  cofftfL 
fl»  orffflBia  tadif  to  r 

^  Itaeter  af  SoeXhi 
p.  tr.  lie  hai  laarrM  BIShop  Paired  nlsaa.   MiniOB,  hi 
a  latter  te  Mrs.  Tbvala,  aqnh  "l^clartaal  Maod  Dw^  li 
dt^."    Hadtodtems.*^ 

•  TMiitatB a.  that  the  BlihBO  "dM  hi  hii 

WhMh  ■right  baaaM  of 
li  tn  truth  an  aOarton 

orhh 

hiSnalllet,  ta  rMign  hb  aplMOpal  charae.  hat  OaorgallL 
had  icruplM  about  such  a  rMlmaikm,  «d  voOM  not  aaradt 
a. ~ C.  int.  hi ioma  raeanl  InstaDcai  of  aplieaaai  tawa. 
pachj,  nia<yaft)i  1  have  bean  BarnhMSid.— Caeaaa,  ISIT. 

MM  8 
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*<The  tumultiMry  life  of  princes  feldom  per- 
mits tbem  to  survey  the  vide  extent  of  national 
interest,  vithout  losing  sight  of  private  merit ;  to 
exhibit  qualities  which  may  be  imiuted  by  the 
highest  and  the  humblest  of  mankind ;  and  to  be 
at  once  amiable  and  great. 

«  Such  characters,  if  now  and  then  they  appear 
in  history,  are  contemplated  with  admiration.  May 
it  be  the  ambition  of  all  your  subjects  to  make 
haste  with  their  tribute  of  reverence !  and  as  pos- 
terity may  learn  from  your  majesty  how  kings 
should  live,  may  they  Icam  likewise  from  your 
people  how  they  should  be  honoured! — I  am, 
may  it  please  your  migesty,  with  the  most  profound 
respect,  your  mijesty's  most  dutiful  and  devoted 
subject  and  servant.** 

In  the  sammer  lie  wrote  a  prologue*, 
which  was  spoken  before  ^'A  Word  to  the 
Wise,"  a  comedy  by  Mr.  Hugh  Kelly,  which 
had  been  broughl  upon  the  stage  in  1770 ;  but 
he  being  a  writer  for  ministry  in  one  of  the 
newspapers,  it  fell  a  sacrifice  to  popular  forr, 
and,  m  the  playhouse  phrase,  was  damn/^  lay 
the  generosity  of  Mr.  Harris,  the  proprietor  of 
Covent-garden  theatre,  it  was  now  exhibited 
for  one  night,  for  the  benefit  of  the  author's 
widow  and  diildren.  To  conciliate  the  favour 
of  the  audience  was  the  intention  of  Johnson's 
prologue,  which,  as  it  is  not  lonf,  I  Bhall  here 
insert,  as  a  proof  that  his  poetical  talents  were 
in  no  degree  impaired. 

*<  This  night  presents  a  play,  which  public  rage, 
Or  right  or  wrong,  once  booted  from  the  stage : 
From  seal  or  malice  now  no  more  we  dread, 
Por  English  vengeance  wan  not  with  Me  dead, 
A  generous  foe  regards  with  pitying  eye 
The  man  whom  fate  has  laid  where  all  must  He. 
To  wit,  reviving  from  its  author*s  dust. 
Be  kind,  ye  judges,  or  at  lesst  be  just : 
Let  no  renew*d  hostilities  invade 
Th'  oblivious  grave*s  inviolable  shade 
Let  one  great  payment  every  elaim  appease. 
And  him  who  cannot  hurt,  allow  to  please ; 
To  please  by  scenes,  unconscious  of  offence. 
By  harmlaa  merriment  or  uneful  sense. 
Where  aught  of  bright  or  fiiir  the  piece  displays 
Approve  it  only ; — *tis  too  late  to  praise. 
If  want  of  skill  or  want  of  care  appear, 
Forbear  to  hiss ;  —  the  poet  cannot  hear. 
By  all,  like  him,  must  praise  and  blame  be  found, 
At  last,  a  fleeting  gleam  or  empty  sound : 


*  Mr.  Morpl^  relstad  Id  Dr.  Johatoo's  hsarlnff  one  day, 
and  he  did  not  deny  U,  that  when  Bfurphj  Joknd  him  for 
havtnc  been  lo  dllieent  of  Ute  between  Dodd*t  lemon  and 
Kelly  s  prologue.  Dr.  Johnson  replied,  **  Whj,  Sir,  when 
they  come  to  me  with  a  dead  ataymaker  and  a  dying  paraon, 
what  can  a  man  do  ?  **  He  said,  bowerer,  that  he  hated  to 
give  away  literary  performances,  or  even  to  sell  tbem  too 
chesplv.  ^  The  next  generation,*'  added  be,  '*  shall  not  accuie 
ne  or  beating  down  the  price  of  literature :  one  hates  besides 
to  giwc  wliat  one  has  been  accustomed  to  srtf ;  would  not 
you  now,  **  turning  to  Mr.  Thrale,  "  rather  give  away 
money  tlian  porter  ?  '*  —  Pi&xxi.  —  CaoKsa. 

*  Our  author  has  here  fallen  Into  a  slight  mistake.    The 

Sroloeue  to  this  rertred  tragedjr  being  written  by  Mr.  Sheri- 
an,  Mr.  Boswell  very  naturAliy  supposed  that  it  was  per- 
formed at  Drury-lane  theatre.    But  in  fact,  as  Mr.  Kemble 
observes  to  me,  it  was  acted  at  the  theatre  in  Covent-garden 
[Feb.  1. 17771.  —  Malonk. 
'  "  Life  of  Hlchard  Savage,  by  Dr.  Jolmsan.** — Snp.siOAic. 

*  He  lUiewise  made  some  retribution  to  Ur.  Johnson  for 


Tet  then  shall  ealm  reflection  bleai  the  night 
When  liberal  pity  dignified  delight ; 
When  pleasure  fired  her  torch  at  virtue's  flame, 
And  mirth  was  bounty  with  an  humbler  name.** 

A  circomstance  which  ooold  not  fail  to  be 
Tery  pleasing  to  Johnson  occoired  this  yeir. 
The  tragedy  of  ''Sir  Thomas  Overbttrr," 
written  or  nis  earlj  companion  in  London, 
Bichard  savage,  was  brought  out  with  alter* 
ations  at  Dmxj-lane  theatre.'  The  prolopne 
to  it  was  written  by  Mr.  Richard  Brtnsley 
Sheridan;  in  which,  after  describing  rerj 
pathetically  the  wretchedness  of 


^  lU-lated  Savage,  at  whose  birth  was  given 
No  parent  but  the  Muse,  no  friend  but  Hcsvcn  ;* 

he  introduced  an  elegant  compliment  to  John- 
son on  his  Dictionary,  that  wonderful  perform- 
ance which  cannot  be  too  often  or  too  h^ilj 
pnused ;  of  which  Mr.  Harris,  in  his  Philo- 
logical Inquiries  (part  i.  chap,  iy.),  justly  sad 
liberally  obsenres,  ^  Such  is  its  merit,  that  oar 
language  does  not  possess  a  more  copions, 
leamec^  and  valuable  work.**  Hie  coodudlog 
lines  of  this  prologue  were  these : — 

<*  So  pleads  the  tale  '  that  gives  to  future  times 
llie  son's  misfortunes  and  the  parent's  crimes; 
There  shall  hu  fame  (if  own*d  to-night)  sttrrive, 
Fix'd  by  the  hand  that  bids  our  language  Htc' 

Mr.  Sheridan  here  at  once  did  honour  to  ha 
taste  and  to  his  liberalitj  of  sentiment,  hy 
showing  that  he  was  not  prejudiced  from  the 
unlucky  diflference  which  had  taken  place 
between  his  worthy  father  and  Dr.  Johnson.* 
I  have  already  mentioned  that  Johnson  wis 
very  desirous  of  reconciliation  with  old  Ur. 
Sheridan.  It  wiU,  therefore,  not  seem  tt  all 
surprising  that  he  was  zealous  in  acknovled^ 
ing  the  brilliant  merit  of  hia  son.  While  it 
had  as  yet  been  dindayed  only  in  the  drsm, 
Johnson  proposed  him  as  a  member  of  the 
Literary  CIud,  obsenring,  thai  **  He  who  hti 
written  the  two  best  comedies  of  his  sge  ii 
surely  a  considerable  man."*  And  he  nai 
accordingly,  the  honour  to  be  elected ;  for  ss 
honour  it  undoubtedly  must  be  allowed  to  be, 
when  it  is  considered  of  whom  that  mcletf 
consists,  and  that  a  nngle  Uack  ball  excludes  s 
candidate. 


the  attack  he  had  nedltstod,  about  two  yvn  Mbic;«ite 
pamphlet  be  had  pobliihed  about  the  Aa»ericaii  ^ohTm 
entitled  "Taxation  do  Tyraany.**  Some  fragmcnlt  fcw 
among  Sheridan's  papers  ihow  that  he  bad  Iniaadad  «•*«* 
Ins  this  pamphlet  in  no  Terr  courtoooa  war.  See  M»tnt 
life,  Tol.  1.  p.  I6S — llatf— Caoaia. 

*  "  Whatever  Sheridan  has  dona  has  been,  aar  tmMntt, 
alwars  the  beM  of  lu  kind.  He  has  written  theArfcaw^ 
(School  for  Scandal). the  «r«f  drama  <TbaOaNaa.ie"V 
mind,  far  before  the  Beggarli  Opera),  Che  km  tut»  <(^ 
Critic),  and  the  fort  Address  (Monoiociw  oa  Gankk) :  w* 
to  crown  all,  delivered  the  very  Acef  oradoa  (the  fia^ 
Begum  speech)  ever  conceived  or  heard  to  this  esmrr-**;* 
iSyroa.  The  Sckoolfar  Stw»4aK  however,  eras  not  —  o* jy 
two  plays  alluded  to  by  Johnson,  for  it  had  anC  pK  appeared. 
He  meant  the  Arvelf  and  the  Tirim  to  Seatrbormgk  w^pf* 
haps,  the  i)«i«iiiia,  chough  this  Is  noC  properlf  a  amtif' 
But  it  miut  be  observed  that  Sheridan's  admlssioB  le  l^ 
Club  took  place  about  five  or  six  weeks  after  Ike 
gjrical  prologue.  —  Caoaaa« 
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BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

•*  July  9.  im. 

"*  My  DiAft  SxE, —  For  the  health  of  my  wife 
umI  children  I  have  taken  the  little  country-house 
at  vfaicfa  you  visited  my  uncle,  Dr.  Bosirell,  who, 
iMviog  liMt  hit  wife,  is  gone  to  lite  with  his  son. 
We  took  poawiiion  of  our  vilU  about  a  week  aga 
We  have  a  garden  of  three  quarters  of  an  acre, 
vcU  fttoeked  with  frulutrccs  and  flowers,  and  goose- 
bcmei  and  currants,  and  peas  and  beans,  and  cab- 
baps,  &e,  &€.,  and  ny  children  are  quite  happy. 
I  now  write  to  yoo  in  a  little  study,  from  the  win- 
dow of  which  I  «ee  around  me  a  verdant  grove, 
and  beyond  it  the  lofty  mountain  called  jOthur'i 
SmL 

**  Toor  last  letter,  in  which  you  desire  me  to 
aeod  you  some  additional  information  concerning 
TboiMon,  reached  me,  very  fortunately.  Just  as  I 
was  going  to  Lanark,  to  put  my  wife's  two  nephews, 
the  joung  Campbells,  to  school  there,  under  the 
an  fii  Mr.  Thomson,  the  master  of  it,  whose 
vife  ii  sitter  to  the  author  of  *  The  Seasons.'  She 
ii  ao  old  woman ;  but  her  memory  is  very  good ; 
•ad  abe  will  with  pleasure  give  me  for  you  every 
paitienlar  that  you  wish  to  know,  and  she  can  tell. 
Pny,  then,  take  the  trouble  to  send  me  such  ques- 
tiooa  ss  may  lead  to  biographical  materials.  You 
■7  that  the  Life  which  we  have  of  Thomson  is 
KiAty.  Since  I  received  your  letter,  I  have  read 
bii  Uk,  published  under  the  name  of  Gibber,  but, 
m  yoo  told  me,  really  written  by  a  Mr.  Shiels ' ; 
thtt  vritten  by  Dr.  Murdoch ;  one  prefixed  to  an 
•ditioo  of  the  •  Seasons,'  published  at  Edinburgh, 
*Hicb  it  compounded  of  both,  with  the  addition  of 
M  anecdote  of  Quin*s  relieving  Thomson  from 
pnwo ;  the  abridgement  of  Murdoch's  account  of 
W,  io  the  *  Biographia  Britannica,*  and  another 
•bndgraimt  of  it  in  the  *  Biographical  Dictionary,* 
nnchtd  with  Dr.  Joseph  M^rton*s  critical  pane- 
0rv  on  the  '  Seasons,'  in  his  •  £ssay  on  the  Ge^ 
•n»  and  Writings  of  Pope:'  from  all  these  it 
^pcva  Io  me  that  we  have  a  pretty  full  account  of 
^^  port  However,  you  will,  I  doubt  not,  show 
^  oMny  blanks,  and  1  shall  do  what  can  be  done 
^  hsTc  chem  filled  up.  As  Thomson  never  re- 
tBmd  to  Scotknd  (which  pom  will  think  very 
*M),  htt  sister  can  speak  from  her  own  knowledge 
ttlr  as  to  the  early  part  of  his  life.  She  has  some 
ettcn  from  him,  which  may  probably  give  light  as 
<o  his  more  advanced  progress,  if  she  will  let  us 
*^  iheo,  which  I  suppose  she  will.  I  believe 
^^cvgc  Lewis  Scott'  and  Dr.  Armstrong  are  now 
^only  surviving  companions,  while  he  lived  in 
ttd  about  London ;  and  they,  1  dare  say,  can  tell 


80a.  It  la  partleolarly  obaerrsble  tbst  the 
rMcb  Mr.  Boav«ll  We  rrprwcnia  John- 
■«  M  RsUaf  to  hjvo  IMM  «apccteUr  written  tj  Shleta. 
7*?ena«  Hiarlis  oT  havlDf  beea  wrlttsn  t>y  Tbeophllua 
*^}*Jf>-Cao«aB. 

,  **  •■*'•  f'  ••.  a.  1.  —  C. 

.'  i>f.  i«kM«ia  waa  not  the  Mftar  of  tkla  collcdkm  of  the 
J»f**  Pmu  }  ho  ■ 


r^  r«fu }  ho  —rely  Airnlahed  the  Mofraphlod  pre- 
*;*;v«D  mhkh  tt  Is  earlehed.  sa  la  rightly  stated  In  a 
rr^***  pafa.      He,  HmImiI.  from  a  riniiooa  mocWe, 


works  of  four  or  Brs  poeta(whoin  hA  has 
_._     ..  id  to  the  collaetlon  ;  but  h«  U  no  olherwiM 

"*•;"«**''  Ibr  say  which  are  round  there,  or  any  which  are 
r?*^-  The  poeaa  of  Coldamith  (whoae  life  I  know  he 
Ty<  to  wriif.  for  I  colte^ed  aome  msterlala  for  it  by  hla 
^VTf*  ewitted  la  conacqucnco  of  a  potty  exclualvo 
l^lr"J*  MM  oftJMwi,  vootod  In  Mr.  Camsa,  a  bookad 


wbo  disd  la  ITW] —  Maumib. 


more  of  him  than  is  yet  known.  My  own  notion 
is,  that  Thomson  was  a  much  coarser  man  than  his 
friends  are  willing  to  acknowledge.  His  *  Sea- 
sons *  are  indeed  full  of  client  and  pious  senti- 
ments ;  but  a  rank  soil,  nay,  a  dunghiU,  will  pro- 
duce beautiful  flowers. 

**  Your  edition  '  of  the  *  English  Poets '  will  be 
very  valuable  on  account  of  the  *  Pre&ces  and 
Lives.'  But  I  have  seen  a  specimen  of  an  edition 
of  the  Poets  at  the  Apollo  press,  at  Edinburgh, 
which,  for  eicellence  in  printing  and  engraving, 
highly  deserves  a  liberal  encouragement. 

**  Moat  amcerely  do  I  regret  the  bad  health  and 
bad  rest  with  wliich  you  have  been  afflicted ;  and 
I  hope  you  are  better.  I  cannot  believe  that  the 
prologue  which  you  generously  gave  to  Mr.  Kelly's 
widow  and  children,  the  other  day,  is  the  effusion  of 
one  in  sickness  and  in  disquietude ;  but  external 
circumstances  are  never  sure  indications  of  the 
state  of  man.  I  send  you  a  letter  which  I  wrote 
to  you  two  years  ago  at  Wilton  ;  and  did  not  send 
it  at  the  time,  for  fear  of  being  reproved  as  indulg- 
ing too  much  tenderness;  and  one  written  to  you  at 
the  tomb  of  Melancthon,  which  I  kept  back,  lest  I 
should  appear  at  once  too  superstitious  and  too  en- 
thusiastic. I  now  imagine  Uiat  perhaps  they  maj 
please  you. 

**  You  do  not  take  the  least  notice  of  my  pro- 
posal for  our  meeting  at  Carliale.^  Though  I  have 
meritoriously  refrained  from  visiting  London  this 
year,  I  ask  you  if  it  would  not  be  wrong  that  I 
should  be  two  years  without  having  the  benefit  of 
your  conversation,  when,  if  you  come  down  as  fiur 
as  Derbyshire,  we  may  meet  at  the  expenae  oi  a 
few  daya*  journeying  and  not  many  pounda.  I 
wish  you  to  see  Carlisle,  which  made  me  mention 
that  place.  But  if  you  have  not  a  desire  to  com- 
plete your  tour  of  the  English  cathedrals,  I  will 
take  a  larger  shsre  of  the  road  between  this  place 
and  Ashbourne.  So  tell  me  where  you  will  fix  for 
our  paasing  a  lew  days  by  otursclves.  Now  dk>nt 
cry  *  foolish  fellow,'  or  *idle  dog.'  Chain  your 
humour,  and  let  your  kindness  play. 

**  You  will  rejoice  to  hear  that  Mias  Macleod  ',  of 
Rasay,  is  marrivd  to  Colonel  Mure  Campbell,  an 
excellent  man,  with  a  pretty  good  estate  of  his  own, 
and  the  prospect  of  having  the  Earl  of  Loudoun's 
fortune  and  honours.  Is  not  this  a  noble  lot  for 
our  fair  Hebridean  ?  How  happy  am  I  that  abe 
ia  to  be  in  Ayrshire !  We  shall  liave  the  Laird  of 
Rasay,  and  old  Malcolm,  and  I  know  not  how 
many  gallant  Macleods,  and  bagpipe^  Ac,  &e.  at 
Auchinleck,  Perhaps  you  may  meet  them  all 
there. 

**  Without  doubt  you  have  read  what  is  called 


<  Dr.  Jobnaoa  had  himaelf  talked  of  our  aooing  CsrIlale 
totethor.  High  waa  a  Ikfouriu  word  of  hla  to  dsaotoa 
person  of  rank.  He  said  to  ase,  "  8tr,  I  MIevo  we  May  aaoet 
at  the  houae  of  a  Roman  Catholle  lady  la  Comberlaod  i  a 
high  lad/,  Sir.**  lafterwsiWa  diaoovorod  that  bo  noaat 
Mra.  StrfekUnd  [see  ^mti,  p.  465.],  alatm  of  Charles  Tow^ 
ley,  Rsq.,  wnooe  very  noble  oollcctkNi  of 


ley.  Ksq.,  wnooe  very  noM«  ooilcctioo  of  at^nea  and  pkiotes 
la  not  BBore  to  l»e  admired,  than  hk  extraordlaary  and  pollU 
readiaeaa  In  abowhif  It,  which  I  and  aeversi  of  my  frioads 
hSTo  agreoably  experiencrd.  They  who  sro  poaaeased  of 
valuable  stnrm  of  gratittcatlon  to  peraooa  of  taale  ahould 
e&erdae  their  benevolenes  In  imparting  the  plassurs.  Orala. 
ftd  acknowlrdamenta  are  duo  to  Welbore  EUla  Afar,  Kaq., 
for  the  liberal  aeeesa  which  he  la  pleaaed  to  allow  tekls 
exquisite  oolleetloa  of  pictorra.  ~  Boawau. 
»  Boo  mmti^  p.  Stt.  a.S.-.  C. 
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•  The  Ufa  of  Dsvtd  Hume**  written  by 
with  the  tetter  from  Adam  Smith  nibjoinal  te  it 
If  not  this  so  i^ge  of  daring  efibontecj  ?  My 
friend  Mr.  AnderMn»  professor  of  natural  philoso- 
phy at  Glasgow,  at  whose  house  you  sad  I  supped, 
and  to  whose  earc  Mr.  Wiudbaox  of  Norfolk  was 
intrusted  at  that  university,  paid  me  a  visit,  lately ; 
and  after  we  bad  talked  with  indignaiioa  and  con- 
tempt of  the  poisonous  productions  with  which  this 
age  is  infest^  he  said  there  was  now  an  excellent 
opportunity  for  Dr.  Johnson  t»  step  forth.  I 
agreed  with  him  that  you  might  knock  Hunie*s 
and  Smith's  heads  together,  aiid  make  vain  and 
ostentatious  infidelity  exceedingly  ridiculeusb 
Would  it  not  be  worth  your  while  to  crush  such 
noxious  weeds  in  the  moral  garden  ? 

**  You  have  said  nothing  to  me  of  Dr.  Dodd.^  I 
know  not  how  you  think  on  that  sul^ect ;  though 
the  newspapers  give  us  a  saying  of  yours  ia  &vour 
of  mercy  to  him.  But  I  own  I  am  very  desirous 
that  the  royal  prerogative  of  remission  of  pumsh- 
roent  should  be  employed  to  exhibit  an  illustrious 
instance  of  the  regand  which  God^s.  Victf/ertmt  will 
ever  show  to  piety  and  virtue.  If  for  ten  rigbteons 
men  the  Alnua^ty  would  have  spared  Sodom,  shall 
not  a  thottsana  actsoTgoodoess  done  by  Dr.  Dodd 
eounterbslsnce  one  crime?  Such  an  instance 
would  do  more  to  eneourage  goodness^  than  his 
exaention  would  da  to  deter  from  vice.  I  am  not 
afrvid  of  any  bad  consequence  to  society ;  for  who 
will  persevere  Ibr  a  long  course  of  rars  in  a  dis- 
ttnguiihcd  disehar^ge  of  religious  duties,  with  a 
view  to  commit  a  ibrgery  with  impunity  ? 

*  P>«y  make  my  best  compliments  acceptoUe  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tlirale,  by  assuring  them  of  my 
hearty  Joy  that  the  moftrr,  laM  you  call  him,  is  alive. 
I  hope  I  shall  often  taste  his  champagne — «o6rf^. 

**  I  have  not  heard  from  Langton  ibr  a  longtime. 
I  suppose  he  is,  as  usual, 

Studious  the  busy  mcmente  to  deceive.* 

Sk,  your  naost  alfoetionate, 
Jajus  fioewBLL.* 


M  « 


**  I  reoaain,  my 


On  the  23d  of  June,  I  again  wrote  to  Dr. 
Jobnaon,  enclosing  a  «hipomster*B  receipt  for  a 


I  The  wliole  stefv  sT  DeM  to  teld  la  datslt.  ■«•<.  Md> 
18th  8n>t.  1777.  ~  (&OKBa. 

s  This  to  aa  «rroaaous  espreMlon.  Th«  king  signs  no 
itoaesi  or  issfh  warrants ;  but  out  of  rapvct  to  ttot  Roysl 
r««ative  of  surcy,  taproiSBd  t^tha  ol4  adsfls,  ^"ike 
w't  face  ghn  gwaee"  the  oss«  of  orinlnsJs  coevtaed 
Loodm,  where  the  king  to  MippoMd  to  be  rMldfnt. 
lepsrtsd  to  blm  bf  the  iccoeisr,  that  hU  M^estjr  mlg«>t 
bsre  so  optioo  of  psrdoQiiic.  HenM  It  was  MrlouUv 
doabCsd  whether  s  Mcorder'i  report  need,  or,  Indeed,  could 
be  made  at  Wlndior.  All  hto  M^estj  did  on  these  occa- 
sloBS  vss.  to  sspraea  verbsllf  hto  sssem  or  dtosant  to  or  from 
the  execution  of  the  tentmce ;  and  though  the  King  was 
on  such  ocraslwis  attended  hf  hto  Miolstera  and  the  gr««t 
legal  Prl«7  Couadllors,  the  buainese  wa«  not  tcchiiicallr  a 
oonocil  business,  hut  the  Individual  act  of  the  King.  On  the 
asaosaloo  of  Queen  Vleleris,  the  natare  of  tome  cases  that 
It  syate  be  necessary  to  report  to  hm  Malnty  oorasloned 
the  aBrnslioD  sf  a  pmelfoe  which  waa  certaioly  so  far  un- 
ssssiwislifii  test  It  saade  a  tffhrsaes  between  London  and 
all  tee  reel  of  *•  ktaigdaoi.  I  have  teougtat  to  worth  while, 
ta.  floreeetteg  the  pofiwlar  error  aa  to  the  Klnt's  signing 
4satb 'Warrants,  to  eaplaia  a  custoas  alwayt  s  HtUe  ohecure, 
aad  now  ebaoleSe. .-  Caoaaa.  IMd. 

*  Mr.  Ghamler  waa  then  Under- Serrrlary  of  Sl^e, 
and  a  private  frtand  of  Johnaon.  —  Caoaaa. 

^  Since  thejr  have  been  so  much  honoured  hv  Dr.  Johnson, 
lehalltepetaiaertihcm:.  ^ 


BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

**  Suadaf.  Sept.  SQ.  |v«;4. 
**  11 V  Bvaa  DSAB  AND  Mi7cn-aBsncTEO  Sia,  —  You  kuuw 


jar  of  orange  marmalade,  and  a  Iim  picket  of 
Lord  Hailei^s  ^Annals  of  Soodmf* 


JOHNSON  TO  BOSWCLL 

"jmtB.nn. 

*«  Dbak  8ia«— I  haao  JiHt  VBSiietd  year  fsifal 
from  Ml.  Thrala'kvbut  have  nstdsjUi(htssDa9k 
tolooknnchiatoil;.  I  an  ^tod  that  1  bsw  cisA 
enougbwitJi  I^ei  Uailaa  to  be  tmrtsd  viib  bm 
eepy.  I  hope  to  uko  noea  can  ef  ik  thsa  d  *» 
last.  I  reHirn  Mrs.  Boamett  snysftetisiMHthiHb 
fiir  her  picscat,  which  I  vahia  aaa  token  of  Moa- 
filiaittf^n 

•«  ]^r  Dodd  waa  pat  to  d«th  jiestsrdsy.  m  «f> 
position  to  the  reetminieiidation  of  the  jury,— ito 
petilioDof  the  city  of  London* — and  a  takstqaat 
petition  signed  by  thn^^and-tweaty  th—iati  hmk 
Surely  the  voiee  of  the  pufaUe.  whm  it  csUs  s 
kMidly,  and  calla  only  tmr  OMiey*  ei^M  ^  ^ 
beaid. 

«*  The  saying  theft  wm  given  ase  in  ihi  fipml 
;  but  I  wrote  wmay  of  his  pctkiosi 
orbialeMen.     He  appliai  to  ■•  m7 
often.     Ha  was»  I  am  afraid*  leiig  ^tirsi  «tu 
hopes  of  lifrs  bul  I  had  aa  peat  ia  lUimtMm 
delusion;  Ibr  w soon  as  tba  kk^  had  sigssrf  to 
scotenca*;  I  obtained  from  Mr.  Cbaausr '  la a» 
count  of  the  dispoaition  of  the  oouit  wvsrds  ^m* 
with  a  daclaration  that  tbege  mas  ae  ktft  etm^t 
xufiu.     This  letter  immediately  wm  kid  bef» 
Dodd ;   bul  he  believed  thoee  wh«B  he  «i>h«i » 
be  right,  m  it  is  thought,  till  withia  thms  dspif 
his  end.     He  died  with  pioua  compwate  sad  i^ 
lutioiu     I  have  jtist  sseu  the  onliuary 
hiok     Hie  addr«M  to  his  fcUow-eo 
the  Methodisto;  but  be  had  a  Uonoiaa  vitk  ^> 
nmch  of  his  time.     His  mocal  dMracftv  a  •«? 
bad;  I  hope  all  is  not  true  that  iachaifid  ■»« 
bun.     Of  his  hehaviaur  ia  priaoa  aa  asBOMSk  vi 
be  pid»Iithed. 

**  I  give  you  joy  of  your  eooBftry-heait.  ^ 
yaiu  pretty  garden,  and  hope  aoaaa  ^me  lesit  ;•• 
in  yotir  frUeity.  I  was.  nuseh.  plaaasd  with  y** 
two  letters  that  had  been  kapt  aa         ' 


sny  soleaM  entboilasni  of 

reqiackaqrsrirfM'  a,becattse 

son.    You  will  be  i^weably 

reason  of  mj  writing  this  leUcv.    I  aa  al 

Sasoap.    laas  lalbeoU 

flrsi  iiissibiid,  sndwheea  eeieof  tke  isfcnw  wi  hr' 

I  cannot  waist  the  eerlom  pirassiroof  arvisinf  *eliff  *•    " 

fhMn  the  toosb  of  Melancthoo.     My  p^er  rests  e^ '  "' 

giaee  etoae  of  that  great  aaA  fawl  aws.   «he  *«  ^ 

doubtedlv  the  worthiest  of  aU  tte  roCHBMia.    ilr«M'«" 

rerorm  abuses  which  bad  hem  tatrodwroi  tnto  tW  i*    * 

but  had  iw  aeleala  resenonent  to  giwrtfj.    ae  aai  v^*^ 

that  when  his  afed  HMther  eoaaulsad  bte  wee  saft*^  « 

the  perplesing  dtsputea  of  the  UaM«,  ho  ndsitd  hM^   *  •  **' 

to  the  old  reJigion.*    At  thw  ttt^k,  thm^mg mm  *«  *i 

reepectad  rHead I  1  eow  to  t^^  ^    ■■  "  ■■   mm^wm  «  S 


shall  be  mj  stndy  to  do  whtf  I OM  tn  fowdw  iwar  b*  M  «• 
aadif  jottdlebelbfene.  tsban  euasonew  to  da  ^  - '  < 


JOtt 

your  memory;  ard, elevated  by  tko 
persist  hi  noble  piety.    Umj  God.  tke  Fi 
evct  Mesa  joul  and  UMgyou 
aflbctkuMia  fHend  and  ' 


>«r      -4 


BOSWSLL  TO  JOaSCSOM. 

*'  Mr  osAS  Sib,  —  Bvery 
trathof  whatyM  have  told  sso. 

ness  In  this  state  of  bebtg.*    I  asa  ,^. 

know  Is  at  Lord  Pembroke's  t  aad  ye«  I  aa  •••  *  H 
glomny.  I  am  just  aectlagout  ibr  tim  tonaaef  «i -^-  *** 
la  Derooihbw,  a^  shaU  a 


£r.68. 


BOSWKLL'S  LIF£  OF  JOHKSOfiL 


j  Mid  rqoim  a  Mm  JLtmft. 
wuh  Sir  Allan 


t»  and 


'*  I  hopt  to  meet  yon  Mmewkew  towaidt  the 

Mrth,  but  am  )«itb  to  aone  quite  to  CoriiilBL 

C^i  ve  iMl  megl  ftt  Mftochmtflr?    BuC.  wo  will 

Mtti«  it »  mme  ollior  lotttHk 

••  Mr.  Seirud ',  o  giesfc  frvoiirile  ai  Stiwtiimiii 

/  te  bcMr  I  think,  caktadM  bj  ow  tnTolo  with  n 

I  cwiMitj  to  tee  tho  HigbUofdi.     1  Imwo  givon  bim 

I  kiten  to  ]fOtt  nod  Beottie.     Mo  toiwo  tho».a  lod^ 

I  iog:  uuy  bo  takco  foe  bin  at  Edinbiiigh  agpioot  bie 

'  tiTtv»L    Ho  is  jaai  aetUng  out.    Laqgtoa  bos 

I  been  cRreiaiog  the  militiik'      MriL  WttitBnio>i% 

1  for,  dadioii^     Dr.  Lawrence  aayt  he  can  do 

ao  more.     She  is  gone  to  summer  in  the  country, 

vUh  as  many  conTomeoces  about  her  as  she  can 

eip«ct :  but  I  have  no  great  bopcb     We  must  all 

die;  laay  we  all  be  prepared  1 

*"  I  tuppoeo  Hiss  Boswell  reads  bar  book,  and 
josog  Alexander  takes  to  bis  learning.  Let  me 
War  about  them ;  ibr  every  thing  ibat  belongs  to 
)«tt,  bdoofi  in  a  moro  remote  degree^  and  oot»  I 
hope,  fery  a«iioi%  to»  dear  Sic,  yoars  afftctionatelj, 

*•  Sam.  JowMaoM.*' 


J0HN80K  TO  BOSWELL. 

(  By  Mir,  StwonC  ) 

•*  JUne  U.  ITTT. 

**  DtAa  So,  — This  gentleman  it  a  great  favourite 
It  SiRatbam.  and  therefore  you  will  enily  believe 
tbat  he  has  very  valuable  qualities.  Our  narrative 
Wi  kindled  bim  with  a  desire  cf  visiting  the  H!gb- 
bodi,  after  having  already  aeen  a  grtat  part  of 
Eorope.  Too  must  receive  bim  as  a  fKend,  and 
vhen  yon  have  directed  him  to  the  curiosities  of 
Edinburgh,  give  bim  instructions  and  recommend- 
KioM  for  the  rest  of  Ilia  Journey. 

*  I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c.,  8am.  Johvsox.** 

«ooiiflOB#  bene  f ilciic6  to  die  nnfortuiurte 
via,  I  am  eonftdent,  as  steady  md  active  as 
^  of  asy  of  tbcBe  who  aaTe  been  most 
anoeadT  oiatingiiished  fiir  that  yirtue.  In- 
aomerabie  proofii  of  it  I  haTe  no  doubt  will  be 
for  ever  concealed  from  mortal  e jeik  We  maj, 
^ever»  ibmi  aome  judgment  of  it  from  the 
^7  and  Tarioua  inatanoea  which  have  been 
<Iiicov«nd.  One,  which  happeaedia  the  courae 
•f  tkii  aummer,  ia  remarkable  fromi  the  name 
^  wnectaon  of  the  person  vbo  woa  the 
•^t  of  iu  The  ctrewnataoee  to  whi<^  I 
{J[Qd«  ia  aaoertained  by  two  letten^  one  to 
V.  LagtoB*  and  aaoUier  to  the  Her.  Dr. 
*7*M^ectar  of  Lambeth,  son  of  die  reapeetafole 
^f^^TBum  at  Lichfidd,  who  was  contemporar j 
r.tb  Johnaon,  and  in  whose  fothei^s  family 
Moson  had  the  happiness  of  being  kindly 
'Bceived  in  hia  earl/  yean. 


T«i  aM  to  me  Isst  Ooo4  Pridsy.  with  a  eordliltty  fliat 
^  ."<  my  heart,  thjit  If  I  Gsm«  to  Mttle  In  London  vv 
^"^  h«*«  s  4f^  B%md  errry  w«ek  to  meet  by  ourtHvcs  and 
J-^  '**^f.  To  bo  tbottght  wonbj  of  such  s  orlvllo^  cannot 
"*  'v^t  «e.  Pwlns  MV  praial  abiwai  tnm  yo«,  whAlo, 
•MvnkMaD^  th*  «Bl«tr  wWdk  ToaaUowaolo  poMwi^ 
ImiM^mal^  lMt"i"if  cloods,  I  baa  to  iMfvo  a fbv 
*^  *va  MB  ;  •  fmf  llBBa  aajali  of  ktndDaaa,  aa  •  a^te* 
^f^  ttt  I  mm  VM  neala.  In  your  *  Vanttr  of  Homan 
*••*«.*  and  In  Tmrn^Vt  *  CmtaotaianC'  I  Ind  the  only 
***  wiaM  sfanlajlng  bafiplneia  •  or.  at  laatt,  the  bopaa  of 


J0HH60N  TO  LAJI«TON4 

*'  JiBM  9.  vm. 

•<  Dcaa  Sia, — I  have  lately  been  much  dfap- 
ordered  by  a  diffienlty  of  breathing,  but  am*  now 
better.     I  hope  your  boose  tar  well. 

**  Ton  know  we  have  been  talking  Ifctefy  of  St 
Cross  at  Wfaichester*' :  1  have  an  old  acquaint- 
ance whose  distress  nmkes  him  very  desirous  of  an 
hospital,  and  I  am  afhiid  I  have  not  stigiigth 
enough  to  get  him  into  the  Chartreuz.  He  is  a 
painter,  who  naver  rose  higher  than  to  get  hn  im- 
mediate living ;  and  from  that,  at  eighty-three,  he 
is  disabled  by  a  sliglit  stroke  of  the  palsy^  such  as 
docs  not  make  him  at  atl  helpless  on  eommon 
ocessiona,  though  his  hand  is  not  steady  enough 
for  his  art.  My  request  iS|  that  yon  will  try  to 
obtain  a  promise  of  the  next  vacancy  from  the 
Bishop  of  Cboter.  It  is  not  a  great  thing  to  ask, 
and  I  hope  we  shall  obtain  it«  ]>r«  Wartm  hap 
proasised  to  fiuour  bins  with  has  noitioe,  and  1  hope 
ha  may  end  faisrdaya  in  peaea.    I  aas^  Siiv  fta^ 

"^SaX.  JOHKMV.** 

JOHNSON  TO  THE  REV.  DR.  VYSE. 

**  Julys,  irrr. 
**  Sta,  —  I  doabt  notlrat  yon  will  readily  ibrgivo 
me  ibr  taking^  the  liberty  of  requesting  your  assist- 
ance in  reeommending  ao  old  friend  to  his  gme 
the  arehbUhop  as  governor  of  the  Charterhouse. 
His  name  ia  Do  Groot*;  he  wavboni  at  Gloo- 
eester ;  I  have  known  him  many  years.  He  hsa 
sll  the  common  claims  to  charity,  being  old,  poor, 
and  infirm  to  a  great  degree.  He  luis  likewise 
another  ahum,  to  which  ao  saholar  can  refuse 
attention ;  be  is  by  several  descants  the  nephew  of 
Hugo  Grotius;  of  bin  from  whom  porhapa  every 
man  of  learning  has  Icamt  somothing.  Let  it  not 
ba  said  that  in  any  lettered  country  a  nephew  of 
Grotius  asked  a  charity  and  waa  rcfusait  I  am, 
roverend  Sir,  tte^  Sam.  JbHaaoH.** 

JOHNSON  TO  DR.  VTSB. 

••  Inly  tl  1777. 
"  If  any  notice  should  be  taken  of  the  recom- 
mendation which  I  took  the  liberty  of  sending 
yon,  it  will  be  necessary  to  know  that  Mr.  De 
Groot  is  to  be  found  at  No.  8.,  in  l^e^trect;  Westk 
minster,  lliis  information,  whan  I  wrote,  I  oould 
not  give  you ;  and  being  going  soon  to  LiehfMd^ 
think  it  necessary  to  be  left  bebhid  me  More  I 
will  not  say.  Teu  vrill  want  no  persiiaaion  to  suc^ 
eour  the  nephew  of  Grotius.     I  am,  Sir,  &c., 

"  Sam.  JonasoK.** 

DR.  VYSE  TO  BOSWELL. 

"  Lambaih^  Juno  9. 1717. 
'*  Sia,— ^I  have  searched  in  vain  for  the  letter 
which  I  spoke  of,  and  which  I  wished,  at  your 


hapfrfoeat.    T  aver  an,  with  rerafanee  and  aA«don.  most 
laithrull/  yoora,  J*iiai  BoawiLL." 

>  William  Seward,  Em|.,  editor  of  '*  Anoadotcf  of  lonM 
DlatlngulshMl  Pcrtont,**  ae.  8«p  on/l.p.  200.  n.  4.~-CBoaBB. 

*  Mr.  Langton  waa  new  s  capuin  In  tho  LlaeehHmro 
Britttia  •^  CaoK^. 

>  Sooonll,  p.  ITS.  n.  9.  —  C. 

«  It  appaart  that  Isaac  da  Graot  waa  adaiHted  iMo  tba 
CbartarnovM,  wiMro  h»  dkd  Prb.  9. 1799.  Tho  G«tit.  May  , 
Id  announdnt  Ms  dtaftb,  calls  him  **  the  iraaUgraadion  af 
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BOSWELL'S  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


1777. 


desire,  to  eommniiiemte  to  you.  It  was  froin  Dr. 
Johnson*  to  return  me  thanks  for  my  application 
to  Archbishop  Cornirallis  in  favour  of  poor  De 
Oroot.  He  rejoices  at  the  success  it  met  with,  and 
is  lavish  in  the  praise  he  bestows  upon  bis  fevourite* 
Hugo  Grotius.  I  am  really  sorry  that  I  cannot 
find  this  letter,  as  it  b  worthy  of  the  writer.  That 
which  I  send  you  enclosed '  is  at  your  serTice  It 
is  very  short,  and  will  not  perhaps  be  thought  of 
any  consequence,  unless  you  should  judge  proper 
to  consider  it  as  a  proof  of  the  very  humane  part 
which  Dr.  Johnson  took  in  behalf  of  a  distressed 
and  deserring  person.     I  am,  Sir,  &c., 

-W.  Vtsi."« 

JOHNSON  TO  MR.  W.  SHARP.* 

**  Bolt  Coort,  July  7. 1777. 
«  Sia,  —  To  the  eolleetion  of  Eng1i«h  poets  I 
have  recommended  the  volume  of  Dr.  Watts  to  be 
added;  his  name  has  long  been  held  by  me  in 
▼eneration,  and  I  would  not  willingly  be  reduced 
to  tell  of  him  only  that  he  was  bom  and  died.  Yet 
of  his  life  I  know  very  little,  and  therefore  must 
pass  him  in  a  manner  very  unworthy  of  his  charac- 
ter, unlen  some  of  his  friends  will  fiivour  me  with 
the  necessary  information.  Many  of  them  must 
be  known  to  you ;  and  by  your  influence  perhaps  I 
may  obtain  some  instruction :  my  plan  does  not 
exact  much ;  but  I  wish  to  distinguish  Watts,  a 
man  who  never  wrote  but  for  a  good  purpose.  Be 
pleased  to  do  for  me  what  you  can.  I  am.  Sir,  &c., 

**  Sax.  Johmsox.** 

BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

*•  Edinburgh,  July  IS.  1777. 

•*  Mr  DEAR  Sia,  —  The  fate  of  poor  Dr.  Dodd 
made  a  dismal  impression  upon  my  mind.  I  had 
sagacity  enough  to  divine  that  you  wrote  his 
speech  to  the  recorder  before  sentence  was  pro- 
nounced. I  am  glad  you  have  written  so  much  for 
him ;  and  I  hopis  to  be  favoured  with  an  exact 
list  of  the  several  pieces  when  we  meet. 

**  I  received  Mr.  Seward  as  the  friend  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Thralc,  and  as  a  gentleman  recommended 
by  Dr.  Johnson  to  my  attention.  I  liave  in- 
troduced him  to  Lord  Kames,  Lord  Monboddo, 
and  Mr.  Naime.  He  is  gone  to  the  Highlands 
with  Dr.  Gregory.  When  he  returns  I  shall  do 
more  for  him, 

**  Sir  .\llan  Maclean  has  carried  that  branch  of 
bis  cause,  of  which  we  had  good  hopes;  the 
president  and  one  other  judge  only  were  against 
him.  I  wish  the  house  of  lords  may  do  as  well 
as  the  court  of  session  has  done.  But  Sir  Allan 
has  not  the  lands  of  Brolot  quite  cleared  by  this 
judgment,  till  a  long  account  is  made  up  of  debts 
and  interests  on  the  one  side,  and  rents  on  the 
other.  I  am,  however,  not  much  afraid  of  the 
balance. 

-  Macquarrv's  cetatea,  Staffii  and  all,  were  sold 
yesterday,  and  bought  by  a  Campbell.    I  fear  he 


I  TlMDreMdfait  Utter.  ^Boswnt. 

s  Dr.  VjrM.  at  my  raquMt,  wm  to  obllflBt  si  ooea  mera 
to  aodeaTour  to  rmoawmr  thm  iKtcr  of  Johnion  to  whkh  be 
allwlra,  bat  wttbout  •uocms  ;  for  April  tt.  1800.  bo  wrote  to 
uo  that  t  **  I  have  ofaln  loarehod.  but  In  tain,  for  ono  of  bit 
lottort.  In  which  bo  iptslri  In  bit  own  norrout  ttylo  of  Hugo 
GroOat.    Do  Groot  was  clearly  a  dotendsat  vi  ibo  fainQy 


will  have  little  or  nothing  lefk  oat  of  the  pstcbiK* 
money. 

**  I  send  yoo  the  case  against  the  ncgio,  by  Xr.  I 
Cullen,  son  to  Dr.  CuUen,  in  oppositioo  to  ll» 
laurin*s  for  liberty,  of  which  you  have  sp^nmi 
Pray  read  this,  and  tell  me  what  yen  tluiikaii 
poKtieian,  as  well  aa  a  poei,  upon  the  salijset 

**  Be  so  kind  as  to  let  roe  knov  bow  yoot  tai 
is  to  be  distributed  next  antumn.  I  will  mtft  its 
at  Manchester,  or  where  yov  plasss ;  bot  I  vsh  i 
you  wotild  complete  your  tour  of  the  cslht&nk, 
and  come  to  Carlisle,  and  I  will  aeeooipsBj  joa  • 
part  of  the  way  bomewaids.     I  am  ever,  Ae., 

••  Jaiob  Beswiu.* 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL 

••iolffl.irT. 

"  Dkak  Sta, —  Your  notion  of  the  acceintj  d 
an  early  interview  is  very  pleasing  to  both  mj 
vanity  and  tenderness.     I  shall,  perhaps,  oont  (• 
Carlisle  another  year;  but  my  money  hss  oot  bcU 
out  so  well  aa  it  used  to  do.     I  sbsll  go  to  J^w 
bourne,  and  I  purpoee  to  make  Dr.  Taylor  ione 
you.     If  you  live  a  while  with  roe  at  hii  boot, 
we  shall  have  much  time  lo  ouisslits»  and  oar  a^ 
will  be  no  expense  to  us  or  hiro.     I  ihsU  Utn 
London  the  SSth ;  and,  alter  some  stay  st  Oi^ 
and  Lichfield,  shall  probably  come  to  Aibbosnt 
about  the  end  of  your  aeaaioa  -,  but  of  all  ibii  vtt 
shall  have  notice.     Be  satined  we  will  tacct  vxt^ 
where.     What  passed  between  roe  and  poor  Ik. 
Dodd,  you  shall  know  more  fully  when  ve  mcti 

**  Of  lawsuits  there  is  no  «nd  ;  poor  Sir  M* 
must  have  another  trial ;  for  whidi,  bowtm.  to 
antagonist  cannot  be  much  blaned,  haviag  (*• 
judges  on  his  side.  I  am  more  afraid  of  the  icto 
than  of  the  Houae  of  Lords.  It  b  scarcdy  t»  te 
imagined  to  what  debta  will  swell,  that  an  db? 
increasing  by  small  additiona*  and  how  ctfc^? 


in  a  state  of  desperation  debta  are 
Poor  Macquarry  waa  for  from  thinking  thai  vte 
he  sold  his  islaiida  he  should  reeovc  notbia^  F« 
what  were  they  sold  ?  and  what  was  their  ^1 
value?  The  admission  of  money  into  tW  H^k^ 
lands  will  soon  put  an  end  to  the  feudal  sm^a  ^ 
life,  by  making  tboae  men  landlords  who  wvrv  s4l 
chiefo.  I  do  not  know  that  tbo  people  will  soA^ 
by  the  change ;  but  there  waa  in  the  poiruR)^ 
authority  aometbing  venerable  and  pleasiac-  E**^ 
eye  must  look  with  pam  on  a  Ga 
AfaeoMorrMs  at  will  out  of  Uwir 
hereditary  island. 

••  Sir  Alexander  Dick  ia  the  oaly  SeatsuM  '^^ 
enough  not  to  be  angry  that  I  oould  sat  (»}  ^^ 
where  trees  were  not.  I  vaa  osucb  dchgit^  ^ 
hie  kind  letter. 

**  I  remember  Raaay  with  too  mock  pWasaf*  a^ 
to  partake  of  the  happiiicsa  of  any  part  ^  ^ 
amiable  fomily.  Our  rambia  in  the  Ht<^^^ 
hangs  upon  my  imaginalioas  I  esn  harcy  W^ 
thatweshailgo 


ofGrotlntjand 
with  Or.  Johaoon'i  ro . 
*  Botwoll  bat  fivon ' 
DUIift**  oaOtteko—k 
i«wlor,  who  ooitttti 
M^t^  1787.  p.  to... 
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to  hiTc  MCD  «  gmt  deal  whieh  we  did  not  im  : 
vbcn  re  triTel  again  let  ut  look  better  about  ui. 

**  You  have  done  rigbt  in  taking  your  uncle's 
house.  Some  change  in  the  form  of  life  gives  from 
time  to  time  a  new  epocha  of  existence.  In  a  new 
place  there  is  something  new  to  be  done,  and  a 
difTercnt  system  of  thought  rises  in  the  mind.  I  wish 
I  could  gather  currant*  in  your  garden.  Now  fit 
Dp  a  little  study,  and  have  your  books  ready  at 
hsnd :  do  not  spare  a  little  money,  to  make  your 
bsbitstioD  pleasinf  to  yourselfl 

*  I  have  dined  lately  with  poor  dear  Langton. 
I  do  not  think  he  goes  on  welL  His  table  is  rather 
come,  and  he  has  his  children  too  much  about 
bim.*    But  he  b  a  very  good  man. 

**  Mrs.  Williams  is  in  the  country,  to  try  if  she 
can  improve  her  health:  she  is  very  ill.  Matters 
htTc  eome  m>  about,  that  she  is  in  the  country  with 
very  good  accommodation ;  but  age,  and  sickness, 
ttd  pride,  have  made  her  so  peevish,  that  I  was 
breed  to  bribe  the  maid  to  stay  with  her  by  a  secret 
itipalationof  hair>a-crown  a  week  over  her  wages. 

**Our  club  ended  its  sesuon  about  six  weeks 
Ka  We  now  only  meet  to  dine  onee  a  fortnight 
Mr.  Dunning,  the  great  lawyer,  is  one  of  our 
numbers.  The  Thrales  are  well.  I  long  to  know 
t>4v  the  nrgro's  cause  will  be  decided.  What  is  the 
opinion  of  Lord  Auehinleck,  or  Lord  Hiules,  or 
lord  Monboddo  ?     I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c., 

**  Sav.  Jobksox.** 

JOHNSON  TO  MRa  BOSWELL. 

"  July  S>.  1777. 
"if4oaic,  — Though  I  am  well  enough  pleased 
vith  the  taste  of  ewevtmeats,  very  little  of  the 
F^**xue  whieh  I  reeeived  at  the  arrival  of  your  Jar 
^  BSffmalade  nose  from  eating  it.  I  received  it 
*  « token  of  friendship,  as  a  proof  of  reconcilia- 
hoB, things  much  sweeter  than  sweetmeats;  and 
^><*  this  coosiiieiatiop  I  return  you,  dear  Madam, 
■7  mectcst  thanks.  By  having  your  kindnew  I 
tbak  I  have  a  double  security  for  the  continuance 
^Mr.  fiosweira,  which  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that 
J"?  oian  can  long  keep,  when  the  influence  of  a 
J^  10  highly  and  so  jiutly  valued  operates  against 
koL  Mr.  Boswell  will  tell  you  that  I  waa  Jways 
■itkfid  to  your  interest,  and  always  endeavoured 
to  tialt  yov  ni  his  cetimation.  You  must  now  do 
<W  mat  tar  me.  We  must  all  help  one  another, 
"A  you  must  now  consider  me  as,  dear  Madam, 
y*"*^*  Sam.  Joukson.** 

BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

**  Bdlnburth,  JulyM.  ITH. 
*  Mr  DKAa  Sia,  —  This  is  the  day  on  which  you 
****  to  leave  London,  and  I  have  been  amusing 
^J^f  in  the  intervals  of  my  law  drudgery  with 
H^^  you  in  tho  Oxford  post-coach.  I  doubt, 
*'«^f  if  you  have  had  so  merry  a  journey  as 
f^sod  I  had  ia  that  vehicle  last  year,  when  you 
"*«  Beso  naueh  aporiwith  Gwyn,  the  arehiteet. 

Jj^J^my Jert  remark  I  hope  will  be eonatantly  held  In 
^T^vvBce  hf  parents,  who  are  hi  ceneral  too  uiC  to  In- 
r^^^' •»»  iBod  fssUags  for  tbeir  children  at  the 
Vf^it  o(  their  flrfcads.  The  cooimoo  cuftom  of  Introduc- 
2f^>ft«rdSiiMr  Is  highly  tqiudidoiii.  It  U  agreeable 
t^!^  ™^  theyateuM  apeaar  st  any  oCher  time :  but  they 
Co  polsoo  the  BMMiettta  of  faedTity  by 
ef  the  eempsny,  sad  la  a  saanner 


•'•'^iwahe 


Incidents  upon  a  journey  are  recollected  with 
peculiar  pleasure:  they  are  preserved  in  brisk 
spirits,  and  come  up  again  in  our  minds,  tinctured 
with  that  guety,  or  at  least  that  animation,  with 
whieh  we  first  perceived  them.**  (I  added,  that 
something  had  occurred  which  I  was  afraid  might 
prevent  me  from  meeting  him ;  and  that  my  wifo 
had  been  affected  with  complaints  which  threatened 
a  consumption,  but  was  now  better.) 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

**  Oxford,  Aug.  4. 1777. 

**  Dxaa  Sia,  —  Do  not  disturb  yourself  about 
our  interviews ;  I  hope  we  shall  have  many  :  nor 
think  it  any  thing  hard  or  unusual  that  your  design 
of  meeting  me  is  interrupted.  We  have  both 
endured  greater  evils,  and  have  greater  evils  to 
expect 

^'Mrs.  BoswelVs  illness  makes  a  more  serious 
distress.  Does  the  blood  rise  from  her  lungs  or 
from  her  stonuich  ?  From  little  vessels  broken  in 
the  stomach  there  is  no  danger.  Blood  from  the 
lungs  is,  I  believe,  always  frothy,  as  mixed  with 
wind.  Your  physicians  know  Tery  well  what  is  to 
be  done.  The  loss  of  such  a  lady  would,  indeed, 
be  very  afllictive,  and  I  hope  she  is  in  no  danger. 
Take  care  to  keep  her  mind  as  easy  as  possible. 

"  I  have  left  Langton  in  London.  He  has  been 
down  with  the  militia,  and  is  again  quiet  at  home, 
talking  to  his  little  people,  as  I  suppose  you  do 
sometimes.  Make  my  complimenta  to  Miss  Vero- 
nica.'   The  rest  are  too  young  for  ceremony. 

**  I  cannot  but  hope  that  you  have  taken  your 
country-house  at  a  very  seasonable  time,  and  that 
it  may  conduce  to  restore  or  establish  Mrs.  Bos- 
well's  health,  as  well  as  provide  room  and  exercise 
for  the  young  ones.  That  you  and  your  lady  may 
both  be  happy,  and  long  enjoy  your  happiness,  is 
the  sincere  and  earnest  wish  of,  dear  Sir,  your  most, 
&e.,  Sam.  Johnson.  " 

BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

(Informing  him  that  my  wife  had  continued  to 
grow  better,  so  that  my  alarming  apprehensions 
were  relieved :  and  that  I  hoped  to  disengage  my- 
self from  the  other  embarrassment  which  had 
occurred,  and  therefore  requesting  to  know  par- 
ticularly when  he  intended  to  be  at  Ashbourne.) 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

**  Aug.  M.  ITH. 

**  Daaa  Sia,-*I  am  this  day  come  to  Ashbourne, 
and  have  only  to  tell  youu  that  Dr.  Taylor  says  you 
shall  be  weleome  to  him,  and  you  know  how 
welcome  you  will  be  to  me.  Make  haste  to  let 
me  know  when  you  may  be  expected.  Make  my 
ecrniplimenta  to  Mrs.  Boswell,  and  tell  her  I  hope 
we  shall  be  at  variance  no  more.  I  am,  dear  Sir, 
&e.t  SaM.JoHMsoii.'* 


conpellhw  them  tnm  politeness  to  aay  what  they  do  not 
thiok.  —  BoswaLL.    See  mmii,  p.  506.  _  C. 

s  This  young  lady,  the  autbor*a  eldaat  daughter,  and  at 
dib  iliiM  about  Ave  yeara  old,  died  la  L<Midon.  of  a  coii- 
siimpdon,  fbur  montha  after  her  Ctther.  Sept.  96.  I7W.^ 
Malomb.  And  in  eooaeauenee.  It  waa  thought,  of  a  too 
assiduous  attendanre  oa  hlsa.  — Caoaaa.  1646. 
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JOHNSaN  Xa  BOfiW£lX. 

"  ilihboarae,  S«pt.  I.  NTT. 
<*  DsAK  StB,  —  On  SaJtUfdaf  I  wrote  s  ytrj 
ghoit  letter,  immediately  upon  my  antvti  bither, 
to  show  you  that  I  am  not  leas  deauons  of  the  in^ 
terriew  tiian  youraelfl  Life  admita  not  of  dalajs ; 
when  pleasure  can  be  had;  it  »  fit  to  cateh  it : 
every  hour  takes  away  part  of  the  tiitngs  that  please 
us,  and,  perhaps,  part  of  our  dispaattion  to  be 
pleased.  When  1  came  to  lachfield,  I  found  my  old 
friend  Harry  Jaekaon  daad  [p.  489»]-  It  was  a  loss, 
and  a  loss  not  to  be  repaired,  as  he  was  one  of  the 
companions  of  my  childhood.  I  hope  we  may 
long  continue  to  gain  fnendk;.  but  the  fnends 
which  merit  or  oseftilness  can  procure  us  are  not 
able  to  supply  the  phwe  of  old  aequaintanee,  with 
whom  the  days  of  youth  may  be  retraced,  and  those 
images  rerived  which  gave  the  earliest  delight.  If 
you  and  I  live  to  be  much  older,  we  shafi  take 
great  delight  in  talking  over  the  Kebridean 
Journey.  In  the  mean  t&me  it  may  not  be  amiss  to 
contrive  some  other  little  adventure,  but  what  it 
ean  be  L know  not;  leave  it,  aa  Sidkiey  says* 


'  To  airfiM^  Ibitone,  Hmt^ 


'abreast}*^ 


file  I  belisae  Mia.  Boawdl  must  have  aame  part  ta 
the  aoosultatioB.  One  thing  you  will  like.  The 
dootor,  so  far  aa  I  can  Judge*  ia  Ekely  to  leave  us 
enough  te  oursahraft  He.  was.  out  tCMiaj  befine  I 
eanae  down,  and^  I  laBey,»wiU  stay  out  to  dinnea. 
X  have  brought  the  papers  about  poor  Dodd»  to 
show  you,  but  yott  will  soon  basse  despatshed  tbeoL 

"  Before  I  camft  away,  I  sent,  poor  Mrs.  Wil- 
liams into  the  eountry*  very,  ill  of  a  pitvitous 
deftusioB,  which  wastes  her  gradually  away,,  and 
which  her  physician  declarca  himseUT  unalile  to 
stop.  I  aupplied  bet  as  far  aa  oould.  be  desired 
with  all  conveniences  to  make  her  eseniaian  and 
abode  pleasant  and.  osefiiL  But  I  am  alkaid  she 
can  only  linger  a  short  time  in  a  morbid  state  ef 
weakness  and  pain. 

*^  The  Thrales,  little  and  great,  are  all  well,  and 
purpose  to  go  to  Brightfadmstone  at  Ifichaelmas. 
Thi^  will  invite  me  to  go  with  theao»  and,  perhaps, 
I  may  go,,  but  I  hard^  think  I  shiUL  like  to  stay 
the  whole  time;  hut  of  futurity  we  know  but 
little. 

"  Mrs.  Porter  is  well ;  but  Mrs.  Aston,  one  of 
the  ladies  at  Stow-hill,  has  beea  struck  with  a  palsj^ 


1  By  an  odd  mistake,  ia  tbs  flrrt  tbiM.  sdilloai  wo  find  a 
reading  in  thit  line  tn  wbkfa  Dr-.  Jefaomi  wsuld  by  no 
msuw  hSTO  sabscribed,  wine  hsTins  been  substitutea  for 
time.  Tbst  error  probably  wa«  a  mbtake  in  the  tnmscript 
of  Jota(M*t  orlfM  leMsr,  tola  bandatritlBC  Mae  often 
verv  difllcuU.tQ  reed.  Theotber  deriatloo  ia  the  bepnalnff 
of  the  line  CeMw  IncCsad  ortesfHr^')  vitait  be  atttitontof  (o 
Ms  mamory  haviaa  daeelvodl  him ;  md  tboniors  hm  aos 
been  diaturbed.  The  reisa  qjBOted  is  tfae  rendiidlna  line  of 
a  sonnet  of  Sidney's,  of  which  the  earliest  copy,  I  believe,  b 
fbund  in  Harrington's  tnmslallan  of  Artoeto^  U^  fa  the 
■oiei  en  lbeeifivennkbeok:>-«*AMl  thcfefora,'*  heeegs.  **  that 
eacellent  versa  of  %ir  FbillD  Sydoev  in  his  first  Arcadia 
(whidi  I  knew  not  by  what  mnhap  Is  left  out  in  the  printed 
book*)  [4to.  Ii90l»}  is  in  mine  opinion  worthio  to  Im  pialssd 
and  followed,  to  make  a  true  and  virtuous  wife : 

*•  Who  doth  desire  that  chaat  his  wifS  shottld  bee. 

First  be  he  trusb  (br  trath  doth  truth  dSiorie; 
Then  be  he  snch.  aa  she  Us  worth  mag  see. 

Ami,  alwaiee  one,  credit  with  her  preserve : 
Not  toging  kynd  nor  CBOieleasly.  ankxnd. 

Not  stirring  thoughts,  nor  yet'deiqfing  right. 
Not  spjring  Csttlta,  nor  in  plalne  errora  Uiod, 

Never  hard  hand,  nor  ever  ragna  (reins)  too  Uglife; 


fiom  wbieb  she  ianct  Ukely  eaar  lo 
soon  aaay  sueh  a^stroke  fall  «pai»  na-l 

**  Write  to  mch  and  let  us  knosr 
esfwet  jiaum    I  amt  dean  SU,  yous 
•ot. 


Hoe 


wensy  , 
hasibb 
■as»" 


BOSWELL  TO  JOmWOWw 

•*  Bdlnbwgh,  ScgLI.  HTT. 

(After  informing,  him  that  I  was  to  set  out  ned 
day,  in  order  to  meet  hiuLat  Ashbouxoe ;  —)  **! 
have  a  present  foe  you  from  Lord  Hailcs ;  the  ifth 
book  of  *  Tiactantius,'  which  he  has  publisbed  viih 
Latin  notes.  He  is  also  to  |^ve  you  a  few  tsm- 
dotes  for  your  *  Life  of  Themaon,'  who  I  fiii 
ws  priaate  tutor  to  the  present  Earl  of  Bsddio^ 
Locd  Hailes*s  cousin,  a  cireumatance  not  rnb* 
tiooed  by  Dr»  Murdoch.  I  have  keen  cipccU- 
tiona  of  delight  from  your  edition  of  the  Engliai 
Poets.. 

**  I  am.  sorry  for  poor  Mm  WilUsmsfk  ntasdoa 
You  wiU,  however,  have  the  comfort  of  rcflectia| 
on  your  kindness  to  her.  Mr,  Jadoen's  dcaib,  ssd 
AIra  Aston*s  palsy,  are  gloomy  etietunitaasss.  Ttt 
aureLy  we  should,  be  habituated  to  the  nneatsiii^ 
of  life  and  health.  When  ray  nsind  is.  nneleudid 
by  melaadioly,  I  eensidcethe  teoBpocary  dxrtroia 
of  this  atate  of  being  as  *I^E^t  afflictioos,'  bf 
stretching  my  mental  view  into  that  gloriosi 
after-existence,  when  they  will  appear  to  be  a 
nothing.  But  present  pleasures  and  present  psin 
must  be  felt.  I  lately  read  '  Raaselas'  over  sgnn 
with  aatssftction; 

"Sinoe  you  are  desirous  to  hear  about  Mae> 
qtmsry'e  sale,  I  sfadi  inform  yout  partiaelariy^  Toe 
gentleman  who  puidmsed  Ukra  is  M&  CwpM 
of  Auehnab^:  our  ftiend  Mnuyianj  wsa pwpri^ 
tor  ef  two-third*  of  it,  of  wUcb  tiie  im<  ess  lift 
Sm.  Hd.  Tki»pa»el  waaaet  up  at  WS9L  St.  Idi 
but  itsoldfornoleeBthan554Ct  ThealfesrllM 
of  Ulta,  witb  the  ialand  ef  fltafiw  bsle^  li 
Mboqoarsy  of  Oonatg^  fta  sent^  inehsdiBf  tM 
ef  Slaflh,  89L  l2B.2^^uttwf^tVf9Ll6a^^ 
^ sold  for  BO  less  thM  35401  TbeLaiidofCd 
wished  to  purcfasBe  Ulva,  bathe  thought  tht price 
too  high.  There  may,  indeed,  be  seat  imprv» 
ments  made  there,  both  io'fodiing  and  agricttltami 
but  the  interest  of  the  piisrhasfr  money  eaces^  tbc 
rent  so  very  nsoeh,  that  I  donbt  i£tbe  heigsia  viB 
be  profitable,     lliere  is  an  island  calsd  livk 


As  far  firom  want,  as  fu  from  vaine  expenos; 

Th'  one  doth  enforce,  the  t'other  doth  entice : 
Allow  eeod  ciiiaiwaiii.  but  drive  fteesttsset 

All  nthle  BBOutha  that  gloria  la  their  viee: 
TfaUdenet  thou  hast  no  more  hot  leave  the  rest 

To  nalsNW,  fortune,  >iaw,snd  wooMa*ft  f 


l,thatla 
a  oollertlott  of  poetry  printed  ialOOQ,  the 
this  soanet  Is  tous  carruptlf  oabttiteili 


I  lake  SMs  epeortanity  te 

not  no 


**  Then  ArJesBcb  as  As  Ua 
Andalwaies 


^vdilshtlhe , . 

of  that  book  have  been  triyamhaBtlf  qootsd,  when  iksf  s^ 

editkm  of  Shskspeaia's  pins  hi  lOI*  as  adMaff  I  kao«  «« 

what  dhgresoesnthorto  awl  asehsatieHfta  the  bBBr:sitf 

tlie  Gormntiens  of  one  boofc  (and  that 

posssst  MMOeations  of  the  amhors  fin 

extracu  are  made)  oooM  jrtve  aaf-Und  ef  i 

which  hi  every  pose  Is  sdll  more  adnftcral-_ 

See  Mr.  Steevena*s  Tfcii^pisn!.  vet.  zx.  p.  fli.*  in 

Mt.  — Mamnb. 
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I  ColiiMiy,  of  10L  ytarly  weat,  ithSmh  I  aoL  mfbiinid 

has  bdoagtfi  to  tlM  Mmuipmnyot  UIts  for  saoy 

^H,  bot  wbith  M  UmIj  skuBcd  by  tb«  Probj- 

ttfiaa  Syaodof  AiuU,  in  coatequence  of »  grant 

midt  ID  thou  by  QiMMi  Anne.     It  is  beU«Tcdtb«t 

Iheir  daiin  vill  bt  dimiawd,   tiid  tliat  littte 

ColoMij  will  «Im  be  aoUl  for  the  adtiotege  of 

Maei}oarr/t  cndilom     What  thiok  yon  of  pur- 

ebniBf  dda  ubndi  and  cndoiriDg  a  ■chool  or  ool» 

kge  tbtie,  tbe  naalet  to  be  ai  eleigymaii  of  the 

ibuffb  €f  BRgkad?    Hov  iicMrabIa  wo«ld  audi 

aiaHUalioB  laake  theaaaeof  Da.  Saifc  Jowraoir 

iatbelbbrUMl  I  Iwtewlika  yoiif«ri4»««n4tifid. 

fkmm  IB  laaaUaatiogoiir  tiafvia  in  tboaa  ulandik 

Tbe  plcuure  iii  I  tbiok,   greater  than    it   rai^ 

•pMUy  ibmld  b%  eonaidarhig  that  we  bad  not 

OMcb  cither  ef  beauty  or  elegance  to  charm  our 

mapattdan,  or  of  rude  lunrehy  to  astooiih.     Let 

«t  bf  tU  mcaoa*  have  another  expeditton.   I  ahrink. 

« littie  ftom  oar  scheme  of  going  up  the  Baltie. 

I  am  wiry  you  have  alrea^  been  m  Walea :  ft»r  I 

eiih  to  age  It.    Shall  we  go  to  Ireland,  of  which  1 

bm  wn  hot  little?    Weahnl^  tryto  aCrihe  out  a 

pbawfacn  waareat  Aahboame.     I  an  ever 

Mat  biMil  aer^nat»  Jjmn  Baawvu' 


k  appeMt  thai  Johoaooi  now  ia  his  aiztjw 
cifhtk  ye«rt  wm  acrioittly  indiMd  to  rtaUae 
m  vroftd  of  <mr  going  up  the  Boltici  whioh 
Iliad  itartfld  when  we  wiere  in  tke  Isle  of  Sky; 
far  be  thus  wfitee.  te  Mra.  Thnle  :— 

"Aihbeume,  IStb  Sept.  1777.  —  BaawoU,  I 
Mtfai  ia  eocning.  He  fedka  of  being  hem  to  day; 
IibaUbeglaat0  8Bahin;bntheihfinkaftom  the 
Bdtie  cspcdIiMm  whidik  I  think.  18  the  belt  aehcme 
n  aor  power:  whni  we  shall  anbatitttfei,  I  know 
Mi  He  wnata  to  see  IKfaWa;  but,  eaospt  the 
v««4sf  Bde*  y  Gruig  [p.  419k],  what  is  there  in 
Valta  that  can  fill  the  bungiR  of  ignoranee,  or 
fHodi  the  thirst  of  curiosity  ?  We  may,  perhaps, 
v«  aome  scheme  or  other ;  but,  in  the  phrase  of 
&c%  im  tU  Hole,    it   is  pity  he  baa  not  6cttar 


8ach  an  ardour  of  mindt  and  Tigoar  of 
tottfpriia,  ia  admirable  at  any  age ;  but  more 
pvtioilarly  ao  at  the  adranced  ponod  at  which 
^ohoion  wma  then  anrired.  I  am  iorr j  now 
^  I  did  not  ioaif  t  on  oar  executing  that 
"Jwat.  Beitdea  the  other  objeobi  of  curioaitj 
"^  fthwrnaiioiw  to  have,  aeen  mj  Uluatrieua 
^W  reoeiTed,  aa  he  probably  would  have 
^tm,  by  a  prince  to  eminently  diatinguithed 
^  ^  variety  of  talenta  and  acauiations  aa  the 
«c  Kmg  of  8wieden»  and  hf  the  En^nreaa  of 
^unai  whoee  eKbsordiomy  abilities*  in- 
■TMitioo,  and  magnanimity,  astonisb  the 
*<rid,  vonld  knvca&rded  a  noble  subject  fur 
cntCBplation  and  record.  This  rdection 
■^  ponibly  be  thonffht  too  Waionary^  br  the 
■bk  sedate  and  cMcl-blooded  pui  of  voj 
'^'dina;  yet  I  own  I  frequently  indulge  it 
«ith  aa  aarnMi.  luaTaHing  regret. 


JOHNSON  TO   BOSWELU 

*•  AihboonM,  SepC  11. 1777. 
**  DtAA  Su»-— I  wfile  to  be  left  at  Carriale,  as 
7«i  direct  me :  tmt  yon  caaaal  have  it.     Your 


letter,  dated  Sspt  6th,  waa  not  at  tiiis  plaoe  tiU 
this  day,  Thursday,  Sspt..  Utk;  and  I  hope  you 
will  be  here  before  this  ie  at  Carlisle.'  However, 
what  you  havenot  goings  you  may  have  ictuming ; 
and  aa  I  believe  I  shall  not  love  you  lea  after  our 
interrieWk  it  will  then  be  as  true  as  it  is  now,  that 
I  set  a  veiT  higb  value  upon  your  friendshipb  and 
count  your  kindness  as  one  of  the  diief  IbHcities  of 
my  life.  Do  not  ihncy  that  an  intarmtasian  ef 
writing  is  a  decay  of  kindnesa  No  man  ia  dwaya 
in  a  disposition  to  write ;  nor  baa  any  man  at  ail 
times  something  to  aay. 

**  That  distmat  whioh  intrudea  so  often  on  yout 
mind  ia  a  n«xie  of  melancholy,  which,  if  it  be  the 
bnainms  of  a  wise  maa  to  be  happy,  it  is  foolish  to 
indulge ;  and,  if  it  be  a  duty  to  pmerve  our  facul- 
ties entire  for  their  proper  uae,  it  is  orimiaaL 
Suspicion  is  very  often  an  uaelem  pain.  From 
that,  and  all  other  pains,  I  wish  you  free  and  sale  ; 
for  I  am,  dear  Sir,  Stc,  Sav.  Jqhnsoii.'* 

[JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  ASTON. 


8«pt.u.im. 

'^  Dnaa  "SJAUkm  —  Aa  I  kftyea  an  much  db. 
orders^  a  ftirtnigbt  ia  a  hmg  tine  to  be  without 
any  noaoant  of  your  health.  1  am  willing  to  flattea 
myself  that  you  are  better,  though  you  gave  me 
no  asaaon  to  baEeve  that  you  intended  to  uae  ai^ 
maana  for  jour  recoveij.  Nature  often  perfonna 
wonders,  and  will,  I  hope,  do  for  you  more  thaa 
you  seem  inolined  to  do  for  yonraelC 

**  In  this  weaknesa  of  body,  with,  whidi  it  haa 
pleased  God  to  visit  you,  he  haa  given  you  great 
cause  of  thankfulneaa,  by  the  totd  exemption  of 
your  mind  from  all  eileets  of  yonr  disorder.  Tour 
memory  b  not  Icae  comptehensive  or  dialiaot,  nar 


your  reason  km  vigorona  and  aouit,  nor  your 
ginatien  lam  active  and  uprightly  than  in  any 
time  of  your  life.  This  is  a  gmat  tiliaahig  aa  it 
raaptrti  safognaent  of  the  pseaant ;  and  a  blwiiiig 
yet  for  grsatsr,  aait  beslowB  power  and  opportunilf 
to  pcepaia  for  the  Aitnie. 

**  All  sicknem  ia  a  siimmona    But  as  you  do  not 
want  axhortationa,  I  will  send  yon  only  my  good 
wishes,  and  exhort  you  to  believe  tbe  gpod  wiahes 
▼cry  sincere,  of,  dear  Mndan^  fte.» 
—  Amftrdle  U8S.  **  Sak.  JoBasov."] 


CHAFFER  LIX. 


1777. 


Mmmttt  at  JMturnu  ^  (^trffar  Bdtthm 
FrimdM^-^  Jkemm  <^  CWwSM.^M]iaBn*s  /alww 
firmmJiirDr,  IMd.--  Mr.  lUtkuhmt  ^Ham^ 
tarn  ^  Bamgmir,  —  J^esrfi w^  —  ITaMae.  ^  Fmt 
of  DmOk,  ^  IhUiu  </  a  Siogrmpktr.  —  Shmri 
Famify.  —  Birih^dnffU  —  IToyfoa'*  Fioeam. 

On  Sunday  evening,  Sept.  14.,  I  arrived  at 
Ashbourne,  and  drove  diractly  up  to  Dr.  Tay* 
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lor  s  door.  Dr.  Johnaon  and  he  appeared 
before  I  had  got  out  of  the  post-chaiae,  and 
•welcomed  me  cordially.* 

I  told  them  that  I  had  travelled  all  the  pre- 
ceding ni^ht,  and  gone  to  bed  at  Leek,  in 
Staffordshire ;  and  that  when  I  rose  to  go  to 
church  in  the  afternoon,  I  was  informed  there 
had  been  an  earthquake,  of  which,  it  seems, 
the  shock  had  been  felt  in  some  degree  at 
Ashbourne.  Johmson.  ^*  Sir,  it  will  be  much 
exaggerated  in  public  talk:  for,  in  the  first 
place,  the  common  people  do  not  accurateljr 
adapt  their  thoughts  to  the  objects;  nor, 
secondly,  do  they  accurately  adapt  their  words 
to  their  thoughts:  they  do  not  mean  to  lie; 
but,  taking  no  pdns  to  be  exact,  they  ^ve  you 
Ycry  false  accounts.  A  great  part  of  their  lan- 
guage is  proverbial.  If  any  tnlng  rocks  at  all, 
they  say  U  rocks  like  a  crame ;  and  in  this  way 
they  go  on." 

The  su^ect  of  grief  for  the  loss  of  relations 
and  friends  being  introduced,  I  observed  that 
it  was  strange  to  consider  how  soon  it  in  general 
wears  away.  Dr.  Taylor  mentioned  a  gentle- 
man of  the  neighbournood  as  the  only  instance 
he  had  ever  known  of  a  person  who  had  en- 
deavoured to  retain  grief,  lie  told  Dr.  Taylor, 
that  after  his  lady*s  death,  which  affected  him 
deeply,  he  resolved  that  the  grief,  which  he 
cherished  with  a  kind  of  sacred  fondness, 
should  be  lasting ;  but  that  he  found  he  could 
not  keep  it  long.  Johnson.  **A11  grief  for 
what  cannot  in  Uie  course  of  nature  be  helped 
soon  wears  away;  in  some  sooner  indeed,  in 
some  later ;  but  it  never  continues  very  lonj(, 
unless  where  there  is  madness,  such  as  will 
make  a  man  have  pride  so  fixed  in  his  mind  as 
to  unagine  himself  a  king ;  or  any  other  pas- 
sion in  an  unreasonable  way :  for  all  unneces- 
sary grief  is  unwise,  and  therefore  will  not  be 
long  retained  by  a  sound  mind.  If,  indeed,  the 
cause  of  our  grief  is  occasioned  bj  our  own  mis- 
conduct, if  g;rief  is  mingled  with  remorse  of 
conscience,  it  should  be  lasting.**  Boswxll. 
^  fiut,  Sir,  we  do  not  approve  of  a  man  who 
very  soon  foxi^ets  the  loss  of  a  wife  or  a  friend.** 
Johnson.  ^^  bir,  we  disapprove  of  him,  not  be- 
cause he  soon  forsets  his  grief,  for  the  sooner 
it  is  forgotten  the  better;  but  because  we 
suppose,  that  if  he  forgets  his  wife  or  his 
friend  soon,  he  has  not  hM  much  affection  for 
them.** 

I  was  somewhat  disappointed  in  finding  that 
the  edition  of  the  ^  English  Poets,**  for  which 
he  was  to  write  prefaces  and  lives,  was  not 
an  undertaking  directed  by  him,  but  that  he 
was  to  furnish  a  preface  and  life  to  any  poet 
the  booksellers  pleased.  I  asked  him  ir  he 
would  do  this  to  any  dunce's  works,  if  they 
should  ask  hun.    Johnson.  "Yes,  Sir;  and 


>Johnfon  write*  to  Mn.  Thrale  on  the  ISth :  ••  Last 
mgnt  eune  Bo«w«U.    I  am  glad  that  he  U  coma,  and  Mams 
Co  be  rerj  brl«k  and  lively,  and  laugba  a  Uttia  at  — — 
Mo  doubClil«  ho«t.  Or.  Tijlor  ^Cboksb. 


»t 


Joy  he  was  a  dunce.**    My  friend  seemed  now 
not  much  to  relish  talking  of  this  edition. 

On  Monday,  Sept.  15^  Dr.  Johnson  ob* 
served,  that  every  body  commended  sacfa  pirti 
of  his  **  Journey  to  the  Western  Ishmds"  as 
were  in  their  own  way.  ^  For  instance,**  said 
he,  ^  Mr.  Jackson  (the  all-knowing),  [on^ 
p.  136.]  told  me  there  was  more  good  sense 
upon  txade  in  it,  than  he  should  hear  In  the 
House  of  Ck>mmons  in  a  year,  except  from 
Burke.  Jones  commended  the  part  wkidi 
treats  of  lansua^ ;  Burke,  that^  whidi  de- 
scribes the  inhabitants  of  mountainous  oonn- 
tries.** « 

After  breakfast,  Johnson  carried  me  to  see 
the  garden  belonging  to  the  school  of  Aib- 
bourne,  which  is  very  prettily  formed  upon  a 
bank,  rising  gradually  behind  the  house.  11^ 
Rev.  Mr.  Langley,  the  head-master  [os^e,  p. 
416L1,  accompanied  us. 

Yfiule  we  sat  basking  in  the  sun  upon  &  seat 
here,  I  introduced  a  common  subject  of  com- 
plaint, the  very  small  salaries  whidi  manj 
curates  have ;  and  I  maintained,  that  no  maa 
should  be  invested  with  the  diaracter  of  a 
dersyman,  unless  he  has  a  security  for  sack 
an  mcome  as  will  enable  him  to  appesr  re 
spectable ;  that,  therefore,  a  dergyman  should 
not  be  allowed  to  have  a  curate,  unless  he 
gives  him  a  hundred  pounds  a  year;  if  he 
cannot  do  that,  let  him  perform  the  du^  him- 
self. Johnson.  "  To  be  sore.  Sir,  it  is  wrong 
that  any  clergyman  should  be  without  a  rea- 
sonable income;  but  as  the  church  rerenoes 
were  sadly  diminbhed  at  the  Reformadon,  the 
clergy  who  have  livings  cannot  afford,  in  manj 
instances,  to  give  good  salaries  to  carate^ 
without  leaving  themselves  too  little;  snd,  if 
no  curate  were  to  be  permitted  unless  he  bad 
a  hundred  pounds  a  year,  their  number  vonld 
be  very  small,  which  would  be  a  disadTsnta^i 
as  then  there  would  not  be  such  choice  in  the 
nursery  for  the  church,  curates  heinj;  candi- 
dates for  the  higher  ecclesiastical  offices,  ar- 
cording  to  their  merit  and  eood  behsTiour. 
He  explained  the  system  of  Sie  English  hier- 
archy exceedingly  welL  **It  is  not  thought 
fit,**  said  he,  ^to  trust  a  man  with  the  care  of 
a  parish  till  he  has  given  proof,  as  a  curate,  that 
he  shall  deserve  such  a  trust**  Tlus  is  an 
excellent  theory;  and  if  the  practice  were 
accordinjT  to  it,  the  church  of  En^and  would 
be  admirable  indeed.  However,  as  I  have 
heard  Dr.  Johnson  observe  as  to  the  nniTcr- 
sities,  bad  practice  does  not  infer  that  the  con* 
stitution  is  bad. 

We  had  with  us  at  dinner  several  of  Dr* 
Tttylor*s  neighbours,  good  civil  gentlemen,  who 
seemed  to  understand  Dr.  Johnson  very  well, 
and  not  to  consider  him  in  the  light  that  a  eer- 


«  Johnaon  crMe&tlr  thoufht,  citbcr  UmI  Irtlan'  <•  i  ^ 
rallj  mountainous,  or  that  Mr.  Burhc caawfraMa part  vku 


was :  but  he  waa  mliNlrnn,  —  Caoaaa,  1SI7. 
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tiin  penoD  [George  Ganrick]  did,  who  being 
struoL,  or  rather  stunned,  by  his  voice  and 
manner,  when  he  was  aflerwards  asked  what 
I  he  tiiottght  of  him,  answered,  ^He^s  a  tre- 
mendoiu  companion.** 

Johnson  told  me,  that  '*  Taylor  was  a  very 
sensible  acute  man,  and  had  a  strong  mind: 
that  he  had  great  activity  in  some  respects, 
tnd  Tet  sadi  a  sort  of  indolence,  that  if  you 
ihottid  put  a  pebble  upon  his  chimney-piece, 
Tou  would  find  it  there,  in  the  same  state,  a 
tear  afterwards.** 

And  here  is  a  proper  place  to  give  an 
iccount  of  Johnson's  humane  and  zealous 
interference  in  bdialf  of  the  Reverend  Dr. 
WiUiam  Dodd,  formerly  prebendary  of  Brecon, 
tnd  chaplain  in  ordinary  to  his  majesty ;  cele- 
brated as  a  very  popular  preacher*,  an  en- 
coarager  of  charitaole  institutions,  and  author 
of  a  Tariety  of  works,  chiefly  theological. 
Uaring  unhappily  contracted  expensive  habits 
of  living,  partly  occasioned  by  licentiousness 
of  manners,  he  in  an  evil  hour,  when  pressed 
br  want  of  money,  and  dreading  an  exposure 
of  his  circumstances,  forj^ed  a  bond,  of  which 
be  attempted  to  avail  hunself  to  support  his 
credit,  flattering  himself  with  hopes  that  he 
night  be  able  to  repay  its  amount  without 
being  detected.  Hie  person  whose  name  he 
tiittf  nshly  and  criminally  presumed  to  falsify 
via  the  Elarl  of  Chesterfield,  to  whom  he  had 
been  tutor,  and  who  he  perhaps,  in  the  warmth 
of  hia  feelings,  flattered  himself  would  have 
Kcnerously  paid  the  money  in  case  of  an  alarm 
imng  taken,  rather  than  suffer  him  to  fall  a 
victim  to  the  dreadful  consequences  of  violat- 
ing the  law  agMOst  forgery,  the  most  dangerous 
fnoe  in  a  conmierciiu  country :  but  the  nn- 
ft^unate  divine  had  the  mortification  to  find 
^  he  was  mistaken.  Hxb  noble  pupil  ap- 
peared sgtinst  him,  and  he  was  capitally  con- 

Johnson  told  me  that  Dr.  Dodd  was  very 
Cttle  acquainted  with  him,  having  been  but 
aQce<  b  his  company,  many  jrears  previous  to 
^J  period  (which  was  preciselv  the  state  of 
ny  own  acquaintance  with  Dodd) ;  but  in  his 
^afnm  he  bethought  himself  of  Johnson*s 
penroasive  power  of  writing,  if  haply  it  misht 
avail  to  obtain  for  him  the  royal  mercy.  He 
&1  not  apply  to  him  directly,  but,  extra- 
onlinary  as  it  wmj  seem,  through  the  late 


'  Harm  WdMte,  wlio  vm  om  of  « large  (kshlonabte  partj 
**•  «n>4etf  Atoc*  Edward  to  tlui  Marlalen  aijlum,  gtrca 

'  u  towi  M  W9  CDtcred  the  eha|Ml  Um  arfUk  plajvd,  aad 
^  Wtrtjifnt  smtf  m  liyvni  la  pwta.  Yoa  cannot  Inaffnt 
^  *  •41.  TiM  cbapH  was  dratted  with  oranfa  and  myrtle, 
■^  1  ta#re  vaatcd  nochtaif  but  a  Httle  Ineenie  to  drtve  aaray 
^4*«ll,«r  to  Invite  htai.  Prajrcra  tiMn  began ;  Pialnu  aad 
*  r'^tfm ;  th9  Utter  bf  a  yornig  elertrmaa,  nne  Dodd,  who 
"^•1 9UM  w  thm  Poblth  Mfa  one liad  ImMbed,  bw  ha* 
'*  m-nc  CDtirelf  la  the  French  style,  and  very  eloqoenUy  and 
ur,'i,n0j.  He  afwaUoyhlied  Ibe  loit  tbee^  who  wAibed 
*yt  rr*4  tnm  their  eooU :  m  did  ny  Lady  Hertford  and 
Viasj  Pdhaa ;  lUI,  1  believe,  the  dty  damet  look  them  for 
^••^om.  The  cooliteor  then  turned  to  the  audience, 
^  i  *Ain  md  htanaetr  to  hit  Boyal  HIghiMM,  whom  he  called 

\  b>ieecmng  hia  protcctlott.    In  abort. 


Countess  of  Harrinston  ^  who  wrote  a  letter 
to  Johnson,  asking  him  to  employ  his  pen  in 
favour  of  Dodd.  Mr.  Allen,  the  printer,  who 
was  Johnson's  landlord  and  next  neighbour  in 
Bolt-court,  and  for  whom  he  had  much  kind- 
ness, was  one  of  Dodd*s  friends,  of  whom,  to 
the  credit  of  humanity  be  it  recorded,  that  he 
had  many  who  did  not  desert  him,  even  atler 
his  infringement  of  the  law  had  reduced  him 
to  the  state  of  a  man  under  sentence  of  death. 
Mr.  Allen  told  me  that  he  carried  Lady  Har- 
rington's letter  to  Johnson ;  that  Johnson  read 
it,  walking  up  and  down  his  chamber,  and 
seemed  much  a^tated,  after  which  he  said, 
*'  I  will  do  what  I  can  ;'*  and  certainly  he  did 
make  extraordinary  exertions. 

He  this  evening,  as  he  had  obligingly  pro- 
mised in  one  of  his  letters,  put  into  my  hands 
the  whole  series  of  his  writings  upon  this 
melandioly  occasion,  and  I  shall  present  my 
readers  with  the  abstract  which  I  made,  from 
the  collection;  in  doing  which  I  studied  to 
avoid  copying^  what  had  appeared  in  print, 
and  now  make  part  of  the  edition  of  *^  John- 
son's Works,**  published  by  the  booksellers  of 
London,  but  taking  care  to  mark  Johnson's 
variations  in  some  of  the  pieces  there  ex* 
hibited. 

Dr.  Johnson  wrote,  in  the  first  place.  Dr. 
Dodd*s  "^  Speech  to  the  Recorder  of  London," 
at  the  Old  Bailey,  when  sentence  of  death  was 
about  to  be  pronounced  upon  him. 

He  wrote  also  **The  Convict's  Address  to 
his  unhappy  Brethren,"  a  sermon  delivered  bv 
Dr.  Dodd  in  the  chapel  of  Newgate.  Accord- 
ing to  Johnson*s  manuscript,  it  degan  thus  after 
the  text,  WhaisAaUIdotobetavedf^ 

**  These  were  the  words  with  which  the  keeper, 
to  whoae  ctiatodjr  Paul  and  Silas  were  committed 
by  their  proaccutort,  addreaacd  hia  priaoners,  when 
he  aaw  them  freed  from  their  bonds  by  the  per- 
ceptible agency  of  divine  favour,  and  was,  therefore, 
irreatatibly  convinced  that  they  were  not  oflcndcra 
against  the  lawa,  but  martyrs  to  the  truth.*' 

Dr.  Johnson  was  so  good  as  to  mark  for  me 
with  his  own  hand,  on  a  copy  of  this  sermon 
which  is  now  in  my  poesession,  such  passsges 
as  were  added  by  Dr.  Dodd.  Thev  are  not 
manv :  whoever  will  take  the  trouble  to  look 
at  the  printed  cop^,  and  attend  to  what  I 
mention,  will  be  satisfied  of  this. 

It  was  a  very  pleat Ing  performance,  and  I  got  the  wo$t  Uhu» 
Mom  to  dceire  It  might  be  printed —  WttlpoU  lo  Mtmiagu, 
asih  Jan.  ITSa  -  Cbokbb,  ISIT.    ,  ._.... 

•  See  Dr.  Uodd*s  account  of  thia  mceUog.poff,  April  II. 
177S,n._CaoKBi,lS».  ..^^,.^^*         ^ 

s  Caroline,  eldest  daughter  of  the  Dtihe  of  Crafton  and 
wife  of  WUtlam,  the  second  Earl  of  Harrington.  —  Ma  lone. 
Lady  Harrington's  Interest  about  Dodd  arose  probably 
from  his  fonner  connexion  with  the  elder  branch  of  the 
SUnhope  fsmily  ;  but  I  cannot  discover  why  ike  should  hare 
thought  of  applying  for  Johnson's  assistance.  —  Caoxsa. 

*  This  reserve  arose  from  BoswaH's  Jealousy  about  copif' 
r^rAf  (see  owle,  p.  IS4.  n.  4.),  but  it  seems  stranire  huw 
they,  delivered  and  published  as  thev  were  as  I>r.  Dodiri, 
could  have  become  subject  to  copyright  as  Dr.  Johnson's. 
They  weratn  Hawkins's  edition,  but  aro  not  to  the  common 
collections  of  Johnson's  works.  —  Caos  sa. 

>  What  iMMl  I  dnto  be  saved t—  dct$,  c.  17.  v.  Ml  -.  C. 
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There  ib  %  shoit  introdaeftioii  bj  Dr.  Dodd, 
and  be  also  imerled  tliis  ■enteace :  **  Tom  aae 
with  what  oMifiiiaon  and  dkhonoiir  I  vow 
stand  befiire  yon;  aa  morB  in  the  pulpit  of 
inatmctioa,  bat  on  thii  hunble  seatwrth  yoor- 
aelvei.**  The  main  are  enlireW  Dodd'i  own, 
and  Jahnscn*!  writing  ends  at  the  wwds,  ^  the 
thief  whom  he  pirdaned  on  the  cron.**  What 
foUowt  was  snpjdiod  by  Dr.  Dodd  Uottelf.' 

The  other  pieoet  mentioned  by  JofanMS  in 
the  above  meraeoed  coUecstion  are  two  lettexi; 
one  to  the  Lord  ChanoeDor  Bathunt  (not 
Lord  North,  ms  it  erroneonalj  sappoied),  and 
one  to  Lord  If  aaifield.  A  petition  irom  Dr. 
Dodd  to  the  King.  A  petition  from  Mn.  Dodd 
to  the  Queen.  Obaenrationc  of  aome  length 
inserted  in  the  newapaperB,  on  oocaaion  of 
£arl  Percj%  having  presented  to  his  majesty  a 
petition  lor  msiuj  to  Dodd,  signed  hj  twenty 
thousand  peeple,  but  all  in  vain.  He  told  me 
that  he  had  auD  written  a  petition  for  the  oitj 
of  London ;  ^  but  (said  he,  with  a  signifioimt 
smile)  thej  memU  it*** 

The  last  of  these  artides  which  Johnsan 
wrote  is  ""Dr.  Dodd*s  hwt solemn Dedaration,** 
which  he  left  witik  the  sheriff  at  the  plaoe  of 
execution.  Here  also  my  friend  masved  the 
variations  on  a  ccm^  of  tnat  piece  now  in  my 
possession.  Dodd  inserted,  ^  I  never  knew  or 
attended  to  the  calls  of  frugality,  or  the  need- 
ful nunnteBemof  poinlul  ^cauomy;"  and  in 
the  next  sentence  he  introduced  the  words 
which  I  dlstingnished  by  italics:  ^ my  life  for 
some  few  wihmn  years  past  hm  been  dremi-' 
fiMy  mromiBam.  Johnson^s  expresnon  w« 
kMoenHeal :  but  his  remark  on  the  margin  is, 
**  With  this  he  said  he  could  not  charge  him- 
self.- 

Having  thus  autiientically  settled  what  part 
of  the  **  Occasional  Papers,**  concerning  Dr. 
Dodd's  miserable  situation  came  from  (he  pen 
of  Johnson,  I  shall  proceed  to  present  my 
readers  with  my  record  of  the  nnpublished 
writings  relatii^  to  that  eztcaordinary  and 
interesting  matter. 

I  IboMl  a  ktter  to  Dr.  Johnssn  linam  Dr. 
Dodd,  Hay  S8.  1777,  in  wUch  "^Tlie  Con- 
Tict*a  Addrem**  seams  elearty  to  be  meant: — 


t  Dr.  JataMB,  la  •  tativ  tnm  riiMdi,  i«Mm  vMi 
■ORM  oomplaeciicj.  Oat  Mn  Ttmttr  (whom  te  bad  aol  tald 
of  hU  tranMctloiM  with  Dr.  Dodd).  taid,  **  when  t  read  Dr. 
't  flarwwotho  PriMMn,  I  mM.  Dr. 


,7SSL 


UlUn,LWU.    But  ho  WM  jwt,  I 
wHh  Iho  crMdm  oo  It  te  ttM 
r,T.47.p.4S0«  oAaMMbutoooi 
havo  wrltlOD  thk.  oU  ooovtate  o^^  to  md  It.**. 

"*  noTlng  ttaaxprcCedly.  bf  tbo  favour  of  Ht.  Slono,  of 
Londoo  FWd,  Iloekaw.ocoo  tha  orlsliial  In  JoboMo**  I 
wrtiincoT  ••  Tha  PMkta  of  tha  CHr  ot  Loodoa  lo  hb 
Joatv,  In  faroar  of  Dr.  Dodd,*'  laow  wwont  k  to  m^ 
wtth  sueh  ponavat  m  wan  oatttod  andoMd  la 
and  tbo  addltlonaor  wlatlom  maitad  Ui  ltalle»:-> 
That  Wnitaa  Dodd,  Doctorof  Lmb, 
of  daatb  *i  sowr  BH^M^f  Mof  0^ 

ipio  or  diEanwria  bb  calHoc  (aad.  as  wo 
bova  raaaoo  la  baMavc.  baa  oaardaad  bU  mti 


MiMbr  tba 


of  focMrr.baa'Ibrafinatportor  bia  Ufiiaata  naaaU 


Sdcllty  and  Hiayj,  wIM,  da  mm^ 


**ThaibaSMlwoalha 


tnatltiHor  (or J  rnrni  a  ro^ 


DS.  DODD  TO  DR.  JOHNMni. 

**  I  am  so  paaetnltd,  my  cw  d«v  Sr,  «i&  a 
senae  of  yoor  flKtmne  beneroltaoa  loradi  M,  tka 
I  cannot  find  wofds  eqiuil  to  dieMBtioMM  tf  wf 
heart 

**  Ton  am  too  mMfuaUl  la  tht  froiU  to  md 


thealiglaest  birtt  from  mt  of  what  ialaito  Mibf 
tfia qweah*  oa  tha  awful  day  has  btm  tona  1 

^MV^aaatfttmaafl^n      ^flamnfla  laaanam     as^HmiA  ^m^mI    ^^^^na  Bn^  m 

W^^BTsBimL     ^^^■Bw    BD^Ba    BDIBb  ^^90H    flHIBK  hW  K 

r  —  ■  "f       •  ■  ^^y     w^^F^^^     ^^^B^^   ^^rop^     ^^^ww    ^w^   ^ 


Jkmmr,  I  will  labour— God  Oemgwj--^ 
«odoinstieetoitliN>mtfaapo|piL  lMisn.M 
I  year  aemiflaanSi  owMfeimly  to  dififcr  ftoa  ikflK 
in  all  thair  ndghtf  %aea  and  povw;  aot  a  mI 
oottld  halaft  uaaoniincad  and  aapwaasAii 

^  '•  May  God  Almtg^  blaw  and  imH.  vid 
his  ebonaat  oomlbrta,  your  philanthwipfe  wewk 
and  enaUa  ma  at  all  tiaaa  to  aiyw  «Wi  I  fab 
of  tba  high  and  naoomsBoa  oMigatiam  «kkb  I 
ova  to  the  JlraC  aiaa  in  our  tinat  t** 

On  Sander*  Jmm  9SL,  he  wriisi,  hfgn 
Dr.  Johaaon*s  assistiBiei 
ostoty  latter  to  hb  m^ea^ 

••  IT  hit  m^fasty  could  be  eaovad  of  Ui  ia^  ch> 
maoey  to  tpaiu  me  and  my  ftmily  Aa  hsmn  mi 
igiiiiBilaj  if  B^aHTr  i/wf\  -rrtrirh  tImfdIk'mM 

baattdteaatowayabandtogt  maiapaiiiil* 


my  days  ia  panilanee  and  pmfua,  I 
alamaney  and  be  hmahiad.* 

Tnis  letter  wn  wTonglit  to  Dr. 
m  chn^di.  Ueatoopea  down  and  resdn  ;v 
wrote)  when  he  went  noioaii  ins  fiomu^  Mm 
for  Dr.  Dodd  to  the  king : — 

•«&a,— JImt  al  n 
tiia  moat  miaemfala  of 
elaawneyt  at  hiihai 
your  mcmj  ia  otoat 
by  a  c1ai]^man«  whom  your  *  lawi 
condamncd  to  the  horror  and 
execution. 

^  I  ojufcai  tbf  erfm^and 
its  vdnaaquiDcm*  and  Iha  dancsr  of  in 
Nor  haval  tlM awnBdanoa  to 
but  hosaUy  Imto,  dmi  BiAife'Mau^  mm  It  ^ 
hlipbsd,  ulthom  iba 
gOT  aaongnma  MNSi^to 
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jnicict  nn^  \m  ■liiiiii  wilh  inavooable  muHm,  pcr- 
pctotl  di^giM8i  snd  hopsMM  p6nu?y« 

**  Iff  lifii,  sir,  hm  not  been  nriwi  to  mmrikind. 
I  Iwt  hfMtitedl  amnf,  Bmt  jny  offoncM  :af  siiwl 
God  an  siaibffrlMi,  «d  I  hove  Iwd  littW  tuM  te 
npcntucc.  Prtwwrii  ma.  Sir,  bj  your  psmofaava 
etmatjt  from  the  necfity  of  appeudog  uiqiro- 
ptred  at  that  tribunal,  before  which  kii^  and  tub- 
jccts  miiit  itaiid  at  last  together.  Pemut  me  to 
tide  mj  gvBx  in  aome  obacuic  eorner  of  a  foreign 
eoantry,  wfaoe,  if  I  ean  ever  attain  eonfidenee  to 
haft  that  taj  prayen  will  be  beard,  they  shall  be 
poufid  vitb  aSl  the  femmr  of  gratitnde,  for  the  life 
mA  hap|MB8M  of  yoor  aa^lcsty. 

«  I  am,  flic  your  maJcatyX  fcc* 

DK  JOHNSON  TO  DR.  DODO. 


*  Sia, — I  aoatacrioualjr  e^|oin  ymi  not  to  let  tt 
W  at  all  kooam  that  1  have  written  this  letter,  aad 
to  return  the  -ea|ry  to  Bfr.  Allen  in  a  cover  to  ne, 
Ibopa  I  need  not  tall  you  that  I  wish  it  suaeeaa. 
BntdonotiMlulgabope.     Tell  nobody.** 

h  fa^Mwd  Iflddlj  tint  lir.  Allan  wis 
fteM  oa  to  SHat  ia  fku  aidaiwfadiy  offioe, 
ar  be  wia  a  giaat  frioBd  of  Mr.  Akennaa,  ibe 
aoepv  of  Nawaate.  Dtm  Jotauoa  navar  waat 
itweDnDodd.  fia  aaid  to  aw, «« It wouM 
^  doae  Am  iDoaa  harm  tium  geod  ta  Dodd, 
HooBoeiniaaBWil  ■diiuiitoaaelrim,bataot 


Dr.  JobBMB,  an  Hie  SOtk  af  Jnaa,  wrote  the 

TO  THE  &IOHT  HON.  CHARU&S 
JENKINSON, 

*  811, — Siaee  Ibe  ouailetion  aad  eandeiauatiun 
^  Ot  Didd,  I  teaa  bad,  by  the  ^atarMntaon  af  a 
faa<  mme  iateiaouiaa  with  him,  and  I  am  aiia  I 

^  rwamiBiiaiiaii.  wbatever  he  the  erimab  it  ia 
M  «ay  la  haea  aagr  kaMirtedfa  of  the  delini|uent» 
'ithoatawkhtbatbaaiifomigrbavaiad;  at  least 
*teaaJifobaabaoa  lakaa  awajr  bybiaa.    I  will 


^■NiBfa  take  tha  libai^  of  mMggm&ag  aome 
*««  ftv  wbieh  I  wish  thM  uiAappy  bmog  ti^ea 


rMDBT  of 

*  He  ia,aB  far  aa  T  eaa  recolleet,  theflrst  clergy- 
■■a  of  our  flbaich  who  baa  snffieicd  pablie  exeeu* 
■^  for  {aaoaBly?  aad  I  kaow  not  wbatfier  it 
'^'iBd  aot  ba  ^naa  for  Ibe  ailaiarti  ca  angwaio 

n>k  thaa  to  aapom  bim  ia  a  cact,  aad  on  the 

has,  iaaO  aaaB,aa3d 
oftbe^aaple;  aadtoat 
tobe  beard wben it  ealli 4nit 


^  Dafib  Bb  ^bauld  be  aparei.    More  k  wt 

this  Is  not  loo  aaieb  to  be 


**  If  you,  8if  ,  baea  aay  lypaKanity  of  enforcing 
theae  reaaons,  you  may,  perhapa,  think  them  worthy 
of  eoaalderation :  but  whatever  you  determine^  I 
meat  laapectiully  entreat  that  you  win  be  pleaaed 
to  pardon  for  thia  intrua&on.  Sir,  your  most  obecKaat 
aad  moat  bunflileaervant,  Ba«.  JoaaaoH.** 


It  baa  been  aanfidenthr  aircalated,  wkh  ia- 
Tidimts  lOBiarkBy  Aat  towiB  letter  noattoolMni 
wbaterer  ma  paid  bj  Mr.  Jankimam  Rafter- 
wards  Earl  af  Lirerpod),  and  diat  be  did  not 
eran  deiffn  to  abow  tbe  comnuni  oirility  of 
owning  uie  receipt  of  it  I  coaM  not  but 
wonder  at  such  conduct  in  the  noble  lordi 
wbooe  own  character  and  juit  elevation  in  life, 
I  tbougbti  Buist  bave  imprwcd  bim  with  all 
due  j-^ard  for  ^sreat  alulitiea  and  attainmaals. 
Aa  the  atory  bad  baan  inueh  talked  o(  and  1^ 
aarentljr  from  good  authority,  I  could  not  Imt 
aaae  aainaidTartad  upon  it  ia  this  wai^  had  it 
been  as  was  alleged;  but  ftom  saj aamast  loaa 
of  truth,  and  haaing  found  reason  to  think  that 
there  might  be  a  mistake,  I  presumed  to  write 
toUa  toidabip,  ra^oestbig an  explanation ;  and 
it  m  mfk  the  sinoerest  ^esaare  that  I  am 
enabled  to  assure  the  world  that  there  Is  no 
foun^ttion  fat  it,  the  fact  being,  that  owing  to 
some  iiei^aet  ar  aoeidaBit,  Jahnon^  letter  nerer 
caam  to  Lord  LiaerpooFs  hands.  I  ahonkl 
haw  tfaaagbt  it  strange  indeed,  if  ihat  noble 
lord  had  undenralued  my  illustrious  fiiend ' ; 
but  instead  of  this  being  the  case,  his  lordship, 
in  the  very  polite  answer  with  which  he  was 
pleased  immediatebr  to  honour  me,  thus  ex- 
presses himself :  "  I  hare  always  wayecteil  tha 
oCDr.  Johnson,  andadmirehis  writings ; 


aotly  laad  many -parts  of  them  with 


BMUBOrVOt  J 

aadlfre^< 


AH  aadicslieas  to  dMToaal  merey  having 
foOad,  K-.  Dodd  nreMved  huMeif  Ibr  death ; 
and,  with  a  warmto  of  gradtude,  wrote  to  Dr. 
Jdlmsott  asfoHows :  — 

DR.  DODD  TO  JOHNSON. 

•*JaBsSi.mldB|^. 
^'Aeeapt,  thaa  jiaalaad^Bod  beert,my  earacat 
and hiaaiit  tbaaka  aad  pr^yeia  for  all  tby  baaev»» 
lent  and  kaad  aArta  in  a«r  bahalC  —  Oh !  Dr. 
Johnson  1  as  I  aoogbt  yaur  knowMfl*  at  aa  early 
hour  in  lifob  vroald  to  Heaven  I  bad  euHivated  the 
love  aad  aeqaaintanee  of  so  esaeUeat  a  man  I — 
I  pi^y  Ood  moit  sinecrriy  to  blan  jau  with  tbe 
faagbeat  tma^oiti^lbaia-folt  sallafaiilinn  of  Aa- 
siaaa  aad  beuav<flaat  ascrtiona  s  ^»  And  admitted, 
aBltrwtT4ballbe,te^baiaahaBerUim  befaaa 
yoa,  I  aball  ban  year  mrival  there  wkl 
and  Rjoisa  to  adimowladga  that  yoa  waia  aiy 
foita^myadvaaai^aad  my /UsmC/  Godfeassr 
wttbfoaf" 

Ds.  Johnson  laaAj  wrote  to  Dr.  Dodd  due 
aootlMH  latter :  — 


IBI 

toUaaaa 
Is  wliWli 
to 


wICb  tha  klnt  oa  a  avatar  ao  whoOjr  ferrifn  to  bb 
t  •cbHsb,  vats kfB4  of  varfaasUoo  of  tbe  ilaodo*. 
If  r.  ionktesoa  wlgbt  BSliuaHy  bora  baan  raliKUat 
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JOHNSON  TO  DODD. 

**  June  16. 1777. 

**  DxAR  S»,  —  That  wbicli  is  appointed  to  all 
men  ii  now  ooming  upon  yon.  Outward  circura- 
fltanoes,  the  eyea  and  the  tboughta  of  men*  are 
below  the  notice  of  an  immortal  being  about  to 
■tand  the  trial  for  eternity,  before  the  Supreme 
Judge  of  beaTen  and  earth.  Be  comforted  t  your 
crime,  morally  or  religiouily  considered,  has  no 
very  deep  dye  of  turpitude.  It  corroptcd  no  man*s 
principles ;  it  attacked  no  man*s  life.  It  iuToWed 
only  a  temporary  and  reparable  iqjury.  Of  this, 
and  of  all  other  sins,  you  are  earnestly  to  repent ; 
and  may  God,  who  knowcth  our  frailty,  and  de- 
sireth  not  our  death,  accept  your  repentance,  for 
the  nke  of  his  son  Jesus  Christ,  our  Lord ! 

**  In  requital  of  those  well-intended  offices 
which  you  are  pleased  so  emphatically  to  acknow- 
ledge, let  me  beg  that  you  make  in  your  devotions 
one  petition  for  my  eternal  welfare.  I  am,  dear 
Sir,  your  most  afTeetionate  semuit, 

**  Sam.  Jobvsok.** 

Under  the  oopj  of  this  letter  I  found  written, 
in  Johnion*8  own  hmd,  **Next  day,  June  27., 
he  WM  executed.**  * 

To  condttde  this  interesting  episode  with  n 
useful  application,  let  ns  now  attend  to  the 
reflections  of  Johnson  at  the  end  of  the  ^  Oc- 
casional Papers,**  concerning  the  unfortunate 
Dr.  Dodd. 

**  Such  were  the  last  thoughts  of  a  man  whom 
we  have  seen  exulting  in  populsrity  and  sunk  in 
shame.  For  his  reputation,  which  no  man  can 
give  to  himself  those  who  conferred  it  are  to  answer. 
Of  his  public  ministry,  the  means  of  Judging  were 
sufficiently  attainable.  He  must  be  allowed  to 
preach  well  whose  sermons  strike  his  audience  with 
fersible  conviction.  Of  his  life^  tboee  who  thought 
it  consutcnt  with  his  doctrine  did  not  originally 
form  folse  notions.  He  was  at  fint  what  be  en- 
deavoured to  make  others ;  but  the  world  broke 
down  his  resolution,  and  he  in  time  ecased  to 
exemplify  his  own  instructions. 

"  Let  those  who  are  tempted  to  his  fiuilts  tremble 
at  his  punishment ;  and  those  whom  he  impressed 
Urom  the  pulpit  with  religious  sentiments  endeavour 
to  confirm  them,  by  considering  the  r^ret  and 
sell^abhorrencc  with  which  be  reviewed  in  prison 
his  deviations  ttom  rectitude.*  ' 


>  8«e  MIm  Rsjnolds**  Eteotttel/om$,  —  Cbokbb. 
s  HstrUns  ssn,  **  Johntoa  was  demlr  coeccnisd  aft  ths 
faUar*  at  tW  padtfoai  la  bshalf  of  Dr.  DoM.    Bat  al- 

Ibouff h  he  auUted  ia  the  iolkltatknM  for  pardoo,  jat,  la  hb 
private  Judgineiit,  h«  thoofbt  Dodd  unvorthjr  of  It :  bavlaf 
bean  known  to  hv,  that  had  he  been  the  advuer  of  Hie  king, 
he  should  have  told  hlia.  that,  la  pardoning  Dodd,  hb  Justiee 
In  consigning  the  Perrcaus  to  th«r  senteoee  woold  have  been 
called  in  questton.**— L</i;.  There  b  no  doubt  that  the  king's 
oeraonal  wish  was  to  have  saved  Dodd's  life  j  but  the  recent 
me  of  the  Perreaas,  and  the  unha|>p]r  nan's  own  previous  cha- 
racter, bad  some  InJlueooe  In  the  opposite  direction.  Indeed 
It  tomewhat  allevUtes  the  pain  with  which,  even  at  thb  dis- 
tance nf  time,  one  reads  tnti  lamentable  storj,  to  reooli<*ct 
that  Dodd't  offence  wa«  not  the  momentair  aberratloQ  of  an 
otherwltr  good  and  pioua  man  ;  bat  that  nts  whole  life  had 
|je<pn  Irrrg uUr.  and  some  of  It  scandaloui :  he  had  been  dis- 
ml»»ed  from  being  one  of  the  king'*  rlmplalDS,  for  an  attempt 
at  sin  ion  jr.  He  married  indlK-reetlr,  in  17A1.  Mary  Perkins, 
a  t*rri<in  of  Inferior  »Utlon.  but  of  so  much  sentiblUljr  as 
to  l«)te  hrr  rrat«<n  at  hU  death  ;  and  »he  died,  still  mad.  In 
I7B4.    ruoie.  tn  hb  pUjr  of  the  Cosencrs  (1774),  had  lutro- 


^  Joprsow^  gftvens  tUs  evening,  m Uilm  I   , 
discriminative  manner,  n  portnit  of  the  latt  ' 
Mr.Fitzherbert'ofDerbyditre.  «•  There  wu,*     I 
SMd  be,  **  no  ^Nurkle,  no  briUisncy  in  Fitther* 
bert ;  but  I  never  knew  t  man  who  iru  «     , 
generally  acceptable.     He  made  ercry  bod; 
c^uite  easT,  OYopowered  nobody  by  the  rape 
noritj  of  bis  talents,  made  no  mm  thiiik«one 
of  bimself  by  being  bis  riTsl,  seemed  alwir*  to 
listen,  did  not  obnge  you  to  besr  much  th«     | 
bim,  and  did  not  oppose  what  you  Mid.  Evtrj 
body  liked  him ;  but  be  bad  no  frindi,  ul 
understand  the  word,  nobody  with  whom  he 
exchanged  intimate  thouf^ts.     People  vm 
willing  to  think  well  of  every  thing  sboot  hin. 
A  gentleman  was  making  an  sffectinc  nau  » 
many  people  do,  of  great  feeUngi  sBout  'ku 
dear  son,*  who  was  at  school  neir  Lofl<i  c  * 
how  anxious  he  was  lest  he  night  be  31 1&^ 
what  he  would  give  to  see  him.    *  Cso\  j»^' 
sud  Fitzherbert,  *  take  a  post-cbsise  uidfou> 
him  ? '    This,  to  be  sure,  Jimshtd  the  iffe^  i<-« 
man,  but  there  was  not  much  in  it^  Hove^. 
this  was  circulated  as  wit  for  a  whole  winv:. 
and  I  believe  part  of  a  sninmcr  too :  s  pnef 
that  he  was  no  verv  witty  man.    He  vis  « 
instance  of  the  truth  of  the  observttMD,  Ujs  » 
man  will  please  more  upon  the  whole  bj  tt- 
gative  qualities  than  by  positive;  br  Btrff 
offending,  than  by  giving  a  grert  dcsl  of  *^ 
light.    In  the  first  place,  men  hate  more  ftcn^* 
than  they  love;  and  if  I  have  said  soMthsi  | 
to  hurt  a  man  once,  I  shall  not  get  ^  htca 
of  this  by  saying  manj  things  to  plesae  hia-' 

Tuesdav,  September  16.,  Dr.  Johnnahitiii 
mentioned  to  me  the  extreordinary  vm  u*  j 
price  of  some  cattle  reared  by  Dr.  Tsjkr  I  ^ 
rode  out  with  our  host,  sort  eyed  Us  Im.  »^ 
was  shown  one  cow  whidi  he  had  soU  f ' » 
hundred  and  twenty  guineas,  and  wateAtrir 
which  he  had  been  oflend  a  bundnd  tf" 
thntj.    Taylor  thus  described  to  nc  k'»  - 
schoolfellow  and  friend,  Johnaon :—  *"  Hr  v  » 
man  of  a  very  dear  head,  sreat  power  of  «]>  "^a 
and  a  very  m  imagination ;  but  theiv  '»  *^ 
disputing  witn  him.    He  will  ooi  hesr  y^^ 
and,  having  a  louder  voice  than  yooimiat  t^ 
you  down. 

In  the  afternoon  I  tried  to  get  Dr.  Joko^ 


her  as  Sfra* 
hermouthof  *  her  doctor.' aa  a  * 
Unle  emart«rat«d(  ^ot  all 


the  prasence  of  so  great  a  emiaaalif, 
ntaith  foar —  Caoaaa.  1S47. 

*  8eemtf,M.  110.  S 
(p.  Itt.)  for  Jolinsoa's 
and  hU  exorilent  lady.  ~. 

*  Dr.  Giaboroe,  phjstclaa  to  Ma 
obllslnglr  coamunleaiod  to  Me  a  ~ 
than  had  reached  Dr.  Jof 
was  the  Istc  Joha  Gilbert  C 
Socrates,  and  of  some  poe»s 
FiUbert>ert  fuiiod  bl«a  eoe 
▼lolent  ajritaUmi,  on  arroant  of 
as  lo  teeoi  beyond  the  power  of 
ever,  he  exrUimed.  **  1 11  wrHe  m 
being  satlsSed  bj  this  of  the 
said,  '*  Had  not  you  better  take  a 
him  ?  *'     It  was  the  shrewdaM 
made  the  story  be  drciilaied.<— . 


^JTJZ 


«»' 


«f  Mr. 


to  lUe  the  Poems  of  Mr.  Hamilton  of  Ban- 

gour',  which  I  had  brought  with  me :  I  had 

been  much  pleased  with  them  at  a  verj  early 

age :  the  impression  still  remained  on  mj  mind ; 

it  was  confirmed  by  the  opinion  of  mj  friend 

the  Hon.  Andrew  Erskine,  himself  both  a  ffood 

I  poet  and  a  good  critic,  who  thoasht  Hamilton 

u  true  a  poet  as  ever  wrote,  and  that  his  not 

bring  fame  was  unaccountable.  Johnson,  upon 

repeated  occasions,  while  I  was  at  Ashbourne, 

talked  slightingly  of  Hamilton.    He  said  there 

was  DO  power  of  thinking  in  his  yerses,  nothing 

that  itAes  one,  nothing  better  than  what  jou 

cpnerall/  find  in   magazines;    and  that  the 

highest  praise  thej  deserved  was,  that  they 

were  very  well  for  a  gentleman  to  hand  about 

among  hu  friends.    He  said  the  imitation  of 

Xe  sit  cndMct  Hbi  amor^  &c.  was  too  solemn : 

be  resd  purt  of  it  at  the  beginning.    He  read 

the  beautiful  pathetic  song,  **j3k^  the  poor 

ihepberd*s  mournful  fate,**  and  did  not  seem 

to  giTe  attention  to  what  I  had  been  used  to 

think  tender  elegant  strains,  but  laughed  at 

tile  rbjme,  in  Scotch  pronunciation,  wUhet  and 

fiUikei,  reading  unuhes — and  there  he  stopped. 

He  owned  that  the  epitaph  on  Lord  Newnall 

w^  pretty  wdl  done.    He  read  the  '*  Inscrip- 

t'hw  in  a  Summer-house,"  and  a  little  of  the 

Imitations  of  Horace*s  EjHstles;  but  siud  he 

^•und  nothing  to  make  hun  desire  to  read  on. 

^n  I  urged  that  there  were  some  good 

P^tical  passaflea  in  the  book,  ^  Where,**  said 

U  **  will  yon  find  so  large  a  collection  without 

H>me?**    I  thought  the  description  of  Winter 

m^ht  obtain  his  approbation : 

"  See  Winter,  from  the  froten  north. 
Drives  bis  iron  ebariot  forth ! 
Hit  grialy  hand  in  icy  chains 
Fair  Twccda's  tilTer  flood  constrains,**  &e. 

H|*  uked  why  nn  *^irtm  chariot P**  and  said 
*  ^1  chains**  was  an  old  imsge.  I  was  struck 
*'w  the  unoertainty  of  taste,  and  somewhat 
k.rrT  that  a  poet  wnom  I  had  long  read  with 
Ut'iae«  was  not  approyed  by  Dr.  Johnson.  I 
Wbrted  myself  with  thinking  that  the  beau- 
^'^  were  too  delicate  for  his  robust  percep- 
'^H4.  Garrick*  maintained  that  he  had  not  a 
<>*te  ibr  the  finest  productions  of  genius :  but 
1  vas  sensible,  ihml  when  he  took  the  trouble 
'*•  Uksljie  critically,  he  generally  oonyinced  us 
(^  be  was  ri|^t. 

^  I*)  the  eyeniDg  the  Bey.  Mr.  Seward,  of 
Ij  jfield,  who  was  passing  through  Ashbourne 
n  hii  way  home,  drank  tea  with  us.  Johnson 
>«Tibed  him  thus:  **Sir,  his  ambition  is  to 
^  i  fine  talker ;  so  he  goes  to  fiuxton  and 


'*^m^,m,t7*.     W«  WMf  nupect  that  Botwetl'i  ad- 

'  '■'    *»  of  HamllUNi   wM  Hkbancrd  t>j  soinething  »veti 

1"  th«D  m»TB  DMiofMlHy.    Hamilton  wu  a  gentleman 

*  ''h'^v.  Bwweir*  nwn  count j.  and  actually  bore  annt 
*  *  ''-'in^  for  iIm  Jaeolilte  cauae.  Hit  poetry  Is  best 
'*-'Tt#red   bf  JokSMQ**  lucky  rcAual    to   read  it.  -. 

*  *  *•  mxjnsetf  reader  can  hare  bardly  fUtcd  to  ebaer?  e  the 
*n  •  .b  vWea  Boevell,  when  JobUMm  lia|i|Miia  to  have 


such  places,  where  he  may  find  companies  to 
listen  to  hinii.  And,  Sir,  he  is  a  yaletudinarian, 
one  of  tiiose  who  are  always  mending  them- 
selyes.  I  do  not  know  a  more  disagreeable 
character  than  a  yaletudinarian,  who  thiidu  he 
may  do  an^  thing  that  b  for  his  ease,  and 
indulges  himself  in  the  ffrossest  freedoms: 
Sir,  he  brings  himself  to  the  state  of  a  hog 
in  a  sty.** 

Dr.  Taylor's  nose  happening  to  bleed,  he 
said  it  was  because  he  had  omitted  to  haye 
himself  blooded  four  days  afler  a  quarter  of  a 
year's  intenral.  Dr.  Johnson,  who  was  a  great  I 
dabbler  in  phjsic,  disapproyed  much  of  pe- 
riodical bleedmg.  **  For/*  said  he,  ^  you  ac- 
custom yourself  to  an  eyacnation  which  nature 
cannot  perform  of  herself,  and  therefore  she 
cannot  help  you,  should  jou  from  forgetfulness 
or  any  other  cause  omit  it;  so  you  may  be 
suddenly  sufibcated.  You  may  accustom  your- 
self to  other  periodical  eyacuations,  because, 
should  you  omit  them,  nature  can  supply  the 
omission;  but  nature  cannot  open  a  yem  to 
blood  you.**'  *^I  do  not  like  to  take  an 
emetic,  said  Taylor,  ^^for  fear  a£  breaking 
some  small  yesseis.**  ^Poh!**  said  Johnson, 
*^  if  you  haye  so  many  things  that  will  break, 
yon  had  better  break  your  neck  at  once,  and 
there*s  an  end  on*t.  x  on  wiU  brcmk  no  small 
yesseis**  (blowing  with  high  derision). 

I  mentioned  to  Dr.  Johnson,  that  Dayid 
Hume's  persisting  in  his  infidelity  when  he  was 
dyine  shocked  me  much.  Johnson.  *^  Why 
should  it  shock  you.  Sir  f  Hume  owned  he 
had  neyer  read  the  New  Testament  with  at- 
tention. Here,  then,  was  a  man  who  had  been 
at  no  pains  to  inauire  into  the  truth  of  religion, 
and  had  continually  turned  his  mind  the  other 
way.  It  was  not  to  be  eacpected  that  the 
prospect  of  death  would  alter  his  way  of  think- 
ing, unless  God  should  send  an  ansrel  to  set 
him  right.**  I  said  I  had  reason  to  bdieye  that 
the  thought  of  annihilation  gaye  Hume  no 
pain.  Johnson.  **It  was  not  so,  Sir.  He 
nad  a  yanity  in  being  thought  easy.  It  is  more 
probable  that  he  should  assume  an  appearance 
of  ease,  than  that  so  yery  improbable  a  thing 
should  be,  as  a  man  not  afraia  of  going  (as,  in 
spite  of  his  delusiye  theory,  he  cannot  be  sure 
but  he  may  go)  into  an  unknown  state,  and  not 
being  uneasy  at  leaying  all  he  knew.  And  you 
are  to  consider,  that  upon  his  own  principle  of 
annihilation  he  had  no  motiye  to  speak  the 
truth.*' ^  The  horror  of  death,  which  I  had 
always  observed  in  Dr.  Johnson,  appeared 
strong  to-niffht.  I  ventured  to  tell  him,  that 
I  had  been,  for  moments  in  my  life,  not  afiraid 

tbwarted  some  of  hit  own  feellnfti  or  prrjodicct.  bringn  la 
•ome  auxiliary  to  depredate  tne  Judgment  of  his  great 
friend.  -^  Cbokki.  1S47. 

*  Nature,  however,  may  supply  the  eracuatlon  by  an 
hemorrhage.  —  Kiabhit. 

«  Johuon,  Miyi  Hawkins,  would  never  hear  Home  men- 
tioned with  any  temper.  **  A  man/'  said  he, "  who  en- 
deavoured to  perauade  hit  friend,  who  bad  the  ttooe,  to 
thooi  hlmielf !  *' —  ^^oifA. — CaoKJii. 
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of  death  ;  therefore  I  oould  nippoee  enolher 
maa  in  that  state  of  nund  for  a  ooiuideraUe 
apaoe  of  time.^  He  said^  ^he  aere^  had  a 
moDieikt  in  which  death  waa  net  terrible  to 
him.**  He  added,  that  it  had  been  obaerved, 
that  Bcaroe  anj  man  dies  in  puUic  but  with 
a^arent  reselution ;  firom  that  deaire  of  praiee 
imch  never  qmts  ut.  I  said,  Dr.bodd 
seemed  to  be  willing  to  die,  and  full  of  hopes 
of  happiness.  ''Sir;*  said  be,  ''Dr.Dodd 
would  nave  KiTon  both  his  hands  and  both  his 
legs  to  harre  uved.  The  better  a  man  is,  the 
miure  afraid  is  he  of  death,  having  a  dearer 
view  of  infinite  purity.*'  He  owned,  lluit 
our  being  in  an  unnappy  uncertaintjr  as  to  our 
ealvation  was  mysterious ;  and  said,  ^  Ah  I  we 
must  wait  till  we  are  in  another  state  of  being 
to  have  many  things  explained  to  us.**  Even 
the  powerful  mind  of  Johnaoa  saeaied  foiled 
by  futurily.  But  I  bought,  that  the  gloom  of 
unoertunty  in  solemn  rel^oua  speculation, 
being  mingled  with  hope,  was  vet  more  conso- 
latory thw  the  emptmeas  of  infideli^^  A 
man  can  live  in  thick  air,  but  perishes  in  an 
ezhauated  veeeiver. 

Dr.  Johnson  was  much  pleased  with  a  re- 
mark which  I  told  him  was  made  to  me  by 
General Paoli :  ''That it  is  impossible  not  to 
be  afraid  of  death ;  and  that  those  who  at  the 
time  of  dving  are  not  afraid,  are  not  thinking 
of  death,  but  of  applause,  or  something  else, 
whidi  keeps  death  out  of  their  sisht :  so  that 
all  men  are  equally  afraid  of  death  when  thepr 
see  it ;  only  some  nave  a  power  of  turning  ihar 
sight  away  frcmi  it  better  timn  others.** 

On  WedaesdMr,  September  17.,  Dr.  Butter, 
physician  at  Derby,  drank  tea  with  us ;  and  it 
was  settled  that  Dr.  Johnson  and  I  should  fo 
on  Friday  and  dine  with  him.  Johnson  said, 
"I  am  ({Isd  of  this.**  He  seemed  weary  of  the 
uniformity  of  life  at  Dr.  Taylor^s. 

Talking  of  bio^n^hy,  I  said,  in  writing  a 
life,  a  man's  peculiarities  should  be  mentioned, 
because  thev  mark  his  character.  Johksok. 
"  Sir,  there  is  no  doubt  as  to  peculiaritieB :  the 
question  is,  whether  a  man  s  vices  should  be 
mentioned ;  ftr  instanoe,  whether  it  should  be 
mentioned  that  Addison  and  Famell  drank  too 
freelv ' ;  for  people  will  probably  more  easily 
indulge  in  drinking  from  knowing  this ;  so  that 
more  ill  ma^  be  done  by  the  exanu^  than 
good  by  telling  the  whole  truth.**  Here  was 
an  instance  of  his  varying  from  himself  in  talk; 
for  when  Lord  Hailes  and  he  sat  one  momtog 
calmlv  oonversing  in  my  house  at  Edinbmqgfa, 
I  well  remember  that  Dr.  Johnson  aMintained, 
that,  "  if  a  man  is  to  write  a  Ancgyric,  he  may 
keep  vices  out  of  sight ;  but  if  he  professes  to 
write  a  Lifey  he  must  represent  it  really  as  it 
was :  **  and  when  I  objected  to  the  dai^er  of 

1  HoisM  bad  do  Kruple  about  it.  — 
Narratnr  at  pritd  Calenla, 


S«|i«  n«ro  oalultie  rirtua.  ~4M.  111.  tl . 

1  9f  S?*?'"  ^^'^"^  ****«  warmal  with  wine/'-  CKOftn. 
or.  Tiylor  wm  very  ready  to  malM  this  admiiaioo.  be- 


tettbg  that  Famell  drank  to  esocs^  he  nid 
that  "  it  would  produce  an  instmcdTecastiaB 
to  avoid  drinking,  when  it  was  aeea  that  efcs 
the  learning  and  geniusof  Famdl  ooold  be  dt- 
baaed  by  it.*  And  in  the  Hebrides  he  iwa- 
tained  [p.  S4S.]  that  a  man's  intinuite  friead 
should  mention  his  &uita  if  he  writes  his  life: 

He  had  this  evening,  partly,  I  "JIPIJOk,  frai 
the  spirit  of  contradiction  to  his  Wnig  friesd. 
a  violent  argument  with  Dr.  Taylor,  as  to  the 
indinaiions  of  the  people  of  Engjbnd  it  ttis 
time  towards  the  Royal  Family  of  Stosit  He 
grew  so  otttrueoos  as  to  say,  "that  if  Eneiiai 
were  fairly  pdled,  the  present  king  wouU  be 
sent  away  to-night,  and  hb  adherents  hai^ 
to*mozTow."  Taylor,  who  was  ss  violcst  a 
Whig  as  Johnson  was  a  Toiy,  was  roused  br 
this  to  a  pitch  of  bellowing.  He  deaied  loodlj 
what  Johnson  said;  and  maintained  thst  tkeit 
was  an  abhorrence  against  the  Stosit  fkmily, 
though  he  admitted  that  the  people  vere  do: 
mudh  attached  to  the  present  king.'  i<mnm. 
"Sir,  the  state  of  the  oooBtry  is  this:  the  peo- 
ple, knowing  it  to  be  acroed  on  all  hsadi  (bst 
thia  king  has  not  the  hereditary  right  totbe 
crown,  and  there  bdng  no  hope  tut  he  vh» 
has  it  can  be  restored,  have  srown  cold  snd  in- 
different upon  the  Bul>|ect  or  lejd(y»  snd  hsrr 
no  warm  attiushmept  to  maw  kii^.  IVyvwlt^ 
not,  therefore,  risk  any  wng  to  restore  tlK 
exiled  fimiily.  They  would  not  give  tvcst} 
shillings  apiece  to  bring  it  about.  Mtifanerr 
vote  coula  do  it,  there  would  be  twenty  Iook: 
at  least  there  would  be  a  very  great  aisjonti 
of  voices  for  it  For,  Sir,  you  are  to  couidD. 
that  all  those  who  think  a  king  has  t  li^t t> 
his  crown  as  a  man  has  to  his  estate,  vhieb  •' 
the  just  opinion,  would  be  for  restoring  tlie 
kinff,  who  certainly  haa  the  here^ttfj  rigb:. 
couid  he  be  trusted  with  it ;  in  whidi  tbm 
would  be  no  danger  now,  when  laws  snd  cren 
thing  else  are  so  much  advanced ;  and  efcrj 
king  will  govern  by  the  lawa.  And  job  suet 
also  consider,  Sir,  that  thne  is  nothing  « tk 
other  side  to  oppose  to  this;  fcritisaotil- 
L^ged  by  any  one  that  l2ie  present  fsaul j  bi 
any  mheient  ri^t :  ao  that  the  Whi^  conkl 
not  have  a  contest  between  two  lighta 

Dr.  Taybr  admitted,  that  if  ih»  ouestise  v 
to  hereditary  rMi  were  to  be  tried  ^  apoU 
of  the  people  of  lin^and^  to  be  raze  tlw  ahsM 
doctrine  would  be  given  in  favour  of  tks  Uij 
of  Stuart;  but  he  said,  the  condnet  of  dat 
fiunily,  which  occasionad  their  eipulsioB,  w 
sofrtth  in  the  minds  of  the  pesplc^tbttbex 
would  not  vote  fiir  a  restoration-  Dr.  f  <i^"'*' 
I  think,  was  eontented  with  the  adaiaioD  s5 
to  the  hereditary  right,  leaving  the  ongi» 
point  in  dispute,  viz.  what  the  people  vwa  ^ 
whole  would  do,  taking  in  right  and  sKcboo ; 


eaiaae  tb«  partf  with  whioh  be  waieoBncetfd  mi  aol  ia  f<** 
Tbare  wa«  (ban  mbm  truth  in  H,  owing  to  the  f^^^ 
or  factloa*  clarooor.  Had  he  Ii?cd  tiU  no*.  It  woU  ^ 
been  inpoiaible  for  him  to  d«af  that  hif  IbveAf  i 
the  warmait  aActloo  of  hia  people.  —  r 
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for  he  aid,  people  were  afraid  of  a  cheoffe, 
even  though  they  think  it  right.  Dr.  Taylor 
aid  aoffiething  of  the  ili^t  roandation  of  the 
hereditary  right  of  the  home  of  Stuart  ""Sir/* 
Slid  Johnioii,  ^  the  house  of  Stuart  succeeded 
to  the  iiill  r^t  of  both  the  houses  of  York 
ind  Lancaster,  whose  commoa  source  had  the 
uodiipnted  right.  A  right  to  a  throne  is  like 
a  right  to  any  thing  else.  Poiseadon  is  suf- 
ficient, where  no  better  right  can  be  ahown. 
Thia  waa  the  caae  with  the  Royal  Family  of 
Eoj^d,  aa  it  is  now  with  the  King  of  France* : 
far  18  to  the  &rst  beginning  of  the  right  we 
are  io  the  dark.** 

7W#d^,  Sept.  18.  —  Last  nig^t  Dr.  John- 
no  had  proposed  that  the  crystal  lustre,  or 
chandelier,  in  Dr.  Taylor^a  lai^  room,  should 
be  lighted  up  some  time  or  other.  Taylor  smd 
it  should  be  Tigbted  up  next  night.  '*That 
vUl  do  Terr  w^**  aaid  I,  **  for  it  is  Dr.  John- 
son s  birthday.**  When  we  were  in  the  Isle  of 
Skjr,  Johnson  had  desired  me  not  to  mention 
hi^  birthday  [p^  339.1.  He  did  not  seem 
pleased  at  this  time  that  I  mentioned  it,  and 
Aid  (somewhat  sumly),  **he  would  not  hare 
the  lustre  lifted  the  next  day.* 

Some  ladies,  who  had  been  present  yesterday 
vhen  I  mentioned  his  birthday,  came  to  dinner 
t^Hiaj,  and  plagued  him,  unmtentionaUy,  by 
vi»hiiig  him  joy.  I  know  not  why  he  diuiked 
hiTiii^  his  birthday  mentioned,  unless  it  were 
that  it  reminded  him  of  his  i^proaching  nearer 
to  dfAth,  of  which  he  had  a  constant  dread. 

I  mentbned  to  him  a  friend  of  mine  who  was 
^|n&erly  gloomy  from  low  spirits,  and  much 
pressed  br  the  fear  of  deM,  but  was  now 
^iformly  placid,  and  contemplated  his  dis- 
tdadoQ  wiUiout  any  perturbation.  ''Sir,** 
■^Johnson,  **diis  is  oidy  a  disordered  ima- 
c^on  taking  a  different  turn.** 

We  talked  of  a  collection  being  made  of  all 
^he  English  poets  who  had  published  a  volume 
(^  poems.  Johnson  told  me,  **  that  a  Mr.  Cox- 
'icr  [p.  971.],  whom  he  knew,  had  gone  the 
rrntett  length  towards  this;  haTing  ^ected, 
1  think,  abmit  fire  hundred  Tolumes  of  poets 
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*p*A*t  •  mrimu  nraltel  lo  aU  Uw  mora  hnporttnt  ersots 
5  •«  o«a  MMfv,  Aon  tiM  loot  ParUaant  to  Um  SavolD. 

-*-€•««■■,  IS€7.  ^ 

'  Thii  hv  bam  csootbIIt  mtvutrnd  to  htm  ben  Dr. 

^^  to  riMculo  tho  styto  of  lito  poaou  miblMMd  in 
;-       *  fWwtoo'il  Toraew  are  coast  oot,**  mU  un  Tbrala : 

in,**  tmmn^t  "-^ *•  mmA  •k4a  «W»^  k«*  «ftwiM4t  thmam  In 


•w     Hara 


tMa  ftoit  baa  iCruck  tbaai  In 
__  _  llnot  I  bavawrlttra  to  ridknla  than  : 
1  law  dM  Miow  daai1y,-<br  aU  I  laofh 


1  cnrn  my  ?lov, 
i«  jtt  notblaff  n«w : 


i*i  baaa  known  odaai 
wbkb  iobnaan 


whose  works  were  little  known ;  but  that  upon 
his  death  Tom  Osborne  bought  them,  and  tney 
were  dispersed,  which  he  thought  a  pity,  as  it 
was  curious  to  see  any  series  complete ;  and  in 
every  yolume  of  poems  something  good  may 
be  found.** 

He  obsenred,  thai  a  gentleman  of  eminence 
in  literature  had  got  into  a  bad  style  of  poetry 
of  late.  ^  He  pnte,**  said  he,  **  a  very  common 
thing  in  a  stranee  dress,  till  he  does  not  know 
it  himself,  and  tninks  other  people  do  not  know 
it.**  Boawxix.  **•  That  is  owmg  to  his  being 
so  much  Tersant  in  old  Eufflish  poetry.**  Jobn- 
SON.  **  What  is  that  to  the  purpose,  Sir  ?  If 
I  say  a  man  is  drunk,  and  you  tell  me  it  is 
owing  to  his  taking  much  drink,  the  matter  is 

not  mended.    No,  Sir, *  has  taken  to  an 

odd  mode.    For  example,  he  'd  write  thus : 

*  Hanmt  hoar,  in  solcBn  edl, 
Wauriog  out  iifc's  enaung  gwy.' 


Oroy  evening  is  common  enough ;  but  evening 
gray  he*d  think  fine.  —  Stay; — well  make 
out  the  stanza: 

<  Hannit  boar,  in  aalaiaa  eell, 
Weari^  out  life's  etaiiiag  gmy : 
Smita  thy  boioai,  ngc,  nod  tell. 
What  isbliaa?  nnd  which  the  way?*" 

BoswxLL.  **  But  why  smite  his  bosom.  Sir  ?  ** 
JoHHSOH.  "  Why,  to  show  he  was  in  earnest  ** 
fsmiltng).  He  at  an  after  period  added  tibe 
following  stanza :  — 

**  Thvs  I  qpokc ;  nod  speaking  sigh'd  ( 

—  Searoe  reprass'd  tha  starting  tear ; — 
When  the  imiling  sage  replied  — 

—  Comeb  my  lad,  and  drink  some  beer.** 

I  cannot  help  thmking  the  first  stanza  Tery 
good  solenm  poetry,  as  also  the  first  three  lines 
of  the  second.  Its  last  line  is  an  excellent  bur- 
lesmie  surprise  on  gloomy  sentimental  inquiries. 
Ana  perhaps  the  adrice  is  as  eood  as  can  be 
giTen  to  alow-spirited,  dissatisfied  being:  — 
**  Don't  trouble  your  head  with  sickly  thinking : 
take  a  cup,  and  be  merry.** 


whoaa  hrmmdte$  bmre.**    Bnt  tbera  if  no  oCtaar  point  of 
lamblance  that  I  ean  dlacorar.  —  Ciokbb. 

*  Aa  MMO  of  aj  readara  war  ba  gratiaad  bf  raadfaiff 
progretf  of  Chta  little  composition,  I  fball  inaart  It  from 
notaa.    **Wben  Dr.  Jobmoa  anil  1  ware  sitting  fSia  ' 
at  tba  Mttra  tnrarn.  Un  ».  IHS,  ba  aaM,  *  Wktn  ti 
would  ba  baltar.    Ho  tncn  addad  a  iodkroua  stansa, 
would  not  rapaat  tt,  laat  I  ahoofd  take  tt  down.     It 
rbat  aa  feUowa;  tba  laat  Uaa  I  am  ama  I 


WhUal 


ra- 


bat 


Coma,  mf  lad,  and  drink  aom 

In  iprint.  1779,  wban  In  battar  bomaor,  ha 
ataaan  m  In  tba  taat.    Tban  wm  only 
wmrdi  mada  on  mjr  anggaatlaa,  vMab  waa 

tba  tblnl  Una  to  amMNf  *  k«^  *•  •^•M  *• 
cpKbal  la  tba  Snt  Una.  and  to  dwwtlii 

plaaMOtry.   Ha  wm  than  vory  wall  jteaad 


t."  — 


I 


Boawall*a  troObla,  and  alffl  lam  bla  pralaa 

H  W  S 


isir. 
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CHATTER  LX.. 
1777. 

KedtButone, — Derhj^,  —  Shaving.  -^  Nieholis  "  De 
Animd  MedUeLT-^  Dr.  Dodd.  —  Blair.  —  GoUL- 
tmith.  —  Mimboddo'9  "Air'baik.'*~^Earfy.rising. 

—  Sleep.  —  fTater-drinking.  —  Rutiy'e  **  Sfriritual 
Diary.*'  --^AutobioffrapherM.  •—  Imiiatore  of  Johnm 
mnCe  Style,  — Biographia  Britannica.  — MdoMeholy 
and  MaulMese.  -—  London  Life,  — >  Profesnon  of  the 
Law.  —  Employment — Dr.  Tujflor's  **  Sermone,** 

—  Acton, 

Friday,  September  19.,  after  breakfast.  Dr. 
Johnson  ana  I  set  out  in  Dr.  Taylor's  chaise  to 
go  to  Derby.  The  day  was  fine,  and  we  re- 
solved to  go  by  Keddlestone,  the  seat  of  Lord 
Scarsdale,  that  I  misht  see  his  lordship's  fine 
house.  I  was  struck  with  the  magnificence  of 
the  building ;  and  the  extensive  park,  with  the 
finest  verdure,  covered  with  deer,  and  cattle, 
and  sheep,  delighted  me.  The  number  of  old 
oaks,  of  on  immense  size,  filled  me  with  a  sort 
of  respectful  admiration ;  for  one  of  them  sixty 
pounds  was  oflercd.  The  excellent  smooth 
gravel  roads ;  the  large  piece  of  water  formed 
by  his  lordship  from  some  small  brooks,  with  a 
handsome  barge  upon  it ;  the  venerable  Gothic 
church,  now  the  family  chapel,  just  bv  the 
house;  in  short,  the  grand  group  of  oojects 
agitated  and  distend^  my  mind  in  a  most 
agreeable  manner.  ^  One  should  think,*'  said 
I,  '^that  the  proprietor  of  all  this  must  be 
happy."  *^  Nay,  Sir,"  said  Johnson,  "•  all  this 
excludes  but  one  evil  —  poverty."  * 

Our  names  were  sent  up,  and  a  well-drest 
elderly  housekeeper,  a  most  distinct  articulator, 
showed  us  the  house ;  which  I  need  not  de- 
scribe, as  there  is  an  account  of  it  published  in 
^*  Adams's  Works  in  Architecture.'  Dr.  John- 
son thought  better  of  it  to-day,  than  when  he  saw 
it  before  [p.  416.]  ;  for  he  had  lately  attacked  it 
violently,  saying,  ^*  It  would  do  excellently  for 
a  town-hall.  The  large  room  with  the  pillars," 
said  he,  *^  would  do  for  the  judges  to  sit  in  at  the 
assizes ;  the  circular  room  for  a  jury-chamber ; 
and  the  room  above  for  prisoners. '  Still  he 
thought  the  large  room  ill  lighted,  and  of  no 
use  but  for  dancing  in ;  and  the  bedchambers 
but  indifferent  rooms ;  and  that  the  immense 
sum  which  it  cost  was  injudiciously  laid  out. 
Dr.  Taylor  had  put  him  in  mind  of  his  appear^ 
ivg  pleased  with  the  house.  *^  But,"  said  he, 
'*  that  was  when  Lord  Scarsdale  was  present. 
Politeness  obliges  us  to  appear  pleased  with  a 


1  Whra  I  menHoned  Dr.  Johntan*s  renark  to  a  lady  of 
admirable  good  senie  and  quickness  of  anderstanding,  she 
obserred,  **  It  is  true  all  this  excludes  only  one  eril ;  but 
n«w  much  good  does  it  let  in  I "  —  Firat  edition.  To  this 
obserTRUon  much  praise  has  been  justly  giren.  Let  me  then 
now  do  myself  the  honour  to  mention,  that  the  lady  who 
made  It  was  the  late  Bfargaret  Montgomerte,  my  rery  ralu- 
lS«Tr  ?l"*1  ?"_.^Vf  a*«5tlonate  mother  of  ray  children, 
who,  If  they  inherit  her  good  qualiUes,  will  hare  no  reason 


man's  works  when  he  is  present.  No  man  will 
be  so  ill-bred  as  to  question  you.  You  mtj 
therefore  pay  compliments  without  saying  what 
is  not  true.  I  should  say  to  Lord  Scarsdale  . 
of  his  large  room.  *■  My  lord,  this  is  the  most 
coidy  room  ^at  I  ever  saw ; '  which  b  true." 

Dr.  Manningham,  physician  in  LocdoOf  vbo 
was  visiting  at  Loxtl  Scarsdale^s,  accompanied 
us  through  many  of  the  rooms ;  and  soon  alle^ 
wards  my  lord  himself,  to  whom  Dr.  Jokn»& 
was  known,  appeared,  and  did  the  honoun  of 
the  house.  We  talked  of  Mr.  Langton.  John- 
son, with  a  warm  vehemence  of  affectionate 
regard,  exclaimed,  '^  The  earth  does  not  bear  a 
worthier  man  than  Bennet  Langton."  We  saw 
a  good  many  fine  pictures,*which  I  think  are 
described  in  one  of"  Young's  Tours."  There  is 
a  printed  catalogue  of  them,  which  the  house- 
keeper put  into  my  hand.  I  should  like  to  vicv 
them  at  leisure.  I  woa  much  struck  with  Da- 
niel interpreting  Nebuchadnezzar's  dream,  b; 
Rembrandt.  We  were  shown  a  pretty  lai^ 
library.  In  his  lordship's  dressing-room  laj 
Johnson's  small  dictionai^ :  he  showed  it  to  me, 
with  some  eagerness,  saying, ''  Look  ye !  Qa? 
regio  in  terns  nastri  non  plena  laboritT  He 
observed,  also.  Goldsmiths  ''Aninuited  >'a- 
ture ; "  and  said,  *  Here 's  our  friend !  *  Be 
poor  doctor  would  have  been  happy  to  hear  of 
this." 

In  our  wa^,  Johnson  strongly  expressed  Lis 
love  of  driving  fast  in  a  post-chaise.  [p.4S6. 
497.]  "  If,"  said  he,  "  I  hod  no  duties,  and  no 
reference  to  futurity,  I  would  spend  my  life  in 
driving  brisklv  in  a  post-chaise  with  a  prettr 
woman ;  but  she  should  be  one  that  could  ttnde^ 
stand  me,  and  woidd  add  something  to  the  con- 
versation." I  observed,  that  we  were  this  daj  to 
stop  just  where  the  Highland  army  did  in  1745. 
Johnson.  *' It  was  a  noble  attempt."  Boswsu. 
^^  I  wish  we  could  have  an  authentic  history  ot 
it."  Johnson.  "  If  you  were  not  an  idle  do^. 
you  might  write  it,  by  collecting  from  ererr 
Dody  what  they  can  tell,  and  putting  down  jroar 
authorities."  Boswbix.  ^Butl  could  w^ 
have  the  advantage  of  it  in  my  lifetime."  John- 
son. ^  You  might  have  the  satis&ction  of  iu 
fame,  by  printing  it  in  Holland ;  and  as  to 
profit,  consider  how  long  it  was  before  writing 
came  to  be  considered  in  a  pecuniary  liew. 
Baretti  says,  he  is  the  first  man  that  ever  Tt- 
ceived  copy-money  in  Italy."  I  said  that  I 
would  enaeavour  to  do  what  Dr.  Johnson  sng* 
gested;  and  I  thought  that  I  might  write  » if 
to  venture  to  publish  my  "  History  of  the  Crril 
War  in  Great  Britain  in  1745  and  1746**  with- 
out being  obliged  to  go  to  a  foreign  press.' 


to  complain  of  tbrtr  lot    Doe 
Second  edition.  —  Boawox. 

s  1  am  now  happjr  to  undantand  Chat  BIr.  Joha  n^ 
who  wai  himceU  gaAaotljr  in  the  fiaU  for  tha  Rifainc  (*&  •  * 
In  that  interesting  warfare,  Iwt  it  generous  anoMfh  lo  > ' 
justice  to  the  other  side,  is  prqwriDc  an  accaoBt  of  U  for  rv 
press.  ~BoswBLL.  It  appeared  in  1802,  hot  produced  ■<»•< 
iODMitioD.— CmoKBa.  1847. 
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When  we  aniTed  at  Derby,  Dr.  Butter  ac- 
compinied  us  to  see  tbe  manufactory  of  china 
there.  I  admired  the  ingenuity  and  delicate 
art  with  whidi  a  man  fashioned  cby  into  a  cup, 
a  saacer,  or  a  teapot,  while  a  boy  turned  round 
a  wheel  to  gire  the  mass  rotundity.  I  thought 
this  as  exmlent  in  its  species  of  power,  as 
Baking  good  verses  in  its  spedes.  Yet^  I  had 
no  Tts^Sd  for  this  potter.  Neither,  indeed, 
has  t  man  of  any  extent  of  thinking  for  a  mere 
Tene-maker,  in  whose  numbers,  however  per- 
fect, there  is  no  poetry,  no  mind.  The  cnina 
wa«  beaatiAil,  but  Dr.  Johnson  justly  observed 
it  was  too  dear ;  for  that  he  could  have  vessels 
of  nlver,  of  the  same  size,  as  cheap  as  what 
were  here  made  of  porcehun.' 

I  felt  a  j^easure  in  walking  about  Derby, 
i&ch  u  I  always  have  in  walking  about  anj 
town  to  which  1  am  not  accustom^.  There  is 
an  immediate  sensation  of  novelty ;  and  one 
apecnlates  on  the  way  in  which  life  u  passed  in 
it,  which,  although  there  is  a  sameness  every 
vhere  upon  the  whole,  is  ^ret  minutely  diver- 
afied.  The  minute  diversities  in  every  thing 
ue  wonderful.  Talking  of  shaving  the  other 
Btght  at  Dr.  Taylor^s,  Dr.  Johnson  said,  ''Sir, 
of  a  thousand  shavers,  two  do  not  shave  so 
Bnuch  alike  as  not  to  be  distinguished.**  I 
thought  this  not  possible,  till  he  specified  so 
Buny  of  the  varieties  in  shaving ;  —  holding 
ihe  razor  more  or  less  perpendicmar ;  drawing 
nog  or  short  strokes ;  beginning  at  the  upper 
{otofthe  fiaoe,  or  the  under  —  at  the  right 
jde  or  the  left  side.  Indeed,  when  one  con- 
■den  what  variety  of  sounds  can  be  uttered 
J  the  windpipe,  in  the  compass  of  a  very  small 
l^rture,  we  may  be  convinced  how  many  de- 
nes of  difference  there  may  be  in  the  appli- 
■tMDofarasor. 

We  dined  with  Dr.  Butter',  whose  lady  is 
n^kter  of  my  cousin  Sir  John  Douglas,  whose 
raiHlaon  is  now  preaumptive  heir  ot  the  noble 
nilj  of  QueenaoeiTy.'  Johnson  and  he  had 
rend  deal  of  medical  conversation.  Johnson 
ud  be  had  somewhere  or  other  given  an  ac- 
vvBt  of  I}t.  Nichols's  discourse  ^  De  Animd 
(tdiea,^  He  told  us,  ^  that  whatever  a  man*8 
rtisttper  was.  Dr.  Nichols  would  not  attend 
IB  as  a phynciaiit  if  hb  mind  was  not  at  ease: 
r  he  believed  that  no  medicines  would  have 
>5  infiuenee.  ^  He  once  attended  a  man  in 
■de,  upon  wbom  be  found  none  of  the  medi« 
•et  he  prescribed  had  any  effect:  he  asked 
e  man**  wife  jnriTately  whether  his  afiairs 
^  not  in  a  baa  way  ?  She  said  no.  He  con* 
laed  his  attesdance  some  time,  still  without 


}  •m  imem  pr«MDt  wh«D  •  flo««r  poC  of  Wvrct  chim,  of 
V  U*  tiam  tlHift  woald  boM  a  pint  of  watOT,  wm  mU  bf 
*-  n  for  acvcotf  powoda  —  CwtmMU, 

t>r.  BrMfT  vu  at  tlito  tiroe  •  oraetfilns  phjrsteiAii  at 
"^  He  aftcrwarda  rcaaoTed  to  London,  whera  ha  dM, 
'  >  n  Ifloa.     Be  te    anthor  of  sereral  madkal  tracta. 

n. 


to  Cb«  inanitii«at^  In  1810,  tha  dokadom 
paMlaf  to  Um  DvMm  of  Bucdeug h.    It  li  northj 


success.  At  length  the  man*s  wife  told  him  she 
had  discovered  that  her  husband's  affiurs  were 
in  a  bad  way.  When  Goldsmith  was  dyins. 
Dr.  Turton  said  to  him,  *  Your  pulse  is  m 
ffreater  disorder  than  it  should  be,  from  the 
degree  of  fever  which  you  have :  is  your  mind 
at  ease  ?  *    Goldsmith  answered  it  was  not.** 

After  dinner,  Mrs.  Butter  went  with  me  to 
see  the  silk*mill  which  Mr.  John  Lombe  had  ^ 
had  a  patent  for,  having  brought  away  the  con- 
trivance from  Italy.  I  am  not  vepr  conversant 
with  mechanics ;  but  the  simplicity  of  this 
machine,  and  its  multiplied  operations,  struck 
me  with  an  agreeable  surprise.  I  had  leamt 
from  Dr.  Johnson,  during  this  Interview,  not 
to  think  with  a  dejected  indifference  of  the 
works  of  art,  and  the  pleasures  of  life,  because 
life  is  uncertain  and  short;  but  to  consider 
such  indifference  as  a  failure  of  reason,  a  mor- 
bidness of  mind ;  for  happiness  should  be  cul- 
tivated as  much  as  we  can,  and  the  objects 
which  are  instrumental  to  it  should  be  steadily 
considered  as  of  importance,  with  a  reference 
not  only  to  ourselves,  but  to  multitudes  in  suc- 
cessive ages.  Though  it  is  proper  to  value 
small  parts,  as 

**  Sands  make  the  mountain,  moments  make  tbe 
year ; "  —  Youmg.     lAnti^  p.  357.] 

yet  we  must  contemplate,  collectively,  to  have 
a  just  estimation  of  objects.  One  moment's 
being  uneasy  or  not,  seems  of  no  consequence; 
yet  this  may  be  thought  of  the  next,  and  the 
next,  and  so  on,  till  uiere  is  a  large  portion  of 
misery.  In  the  same  way  one  must  think  of 
happiness,  of  learning,  of  friendship.  We  can- 
not tell  the  precise  moment  when  friendship  is 
formed.  As  in  filling  a  vessel  drop  by  drop, 
there  is  at  last  a  drop  which  makes  it  run  over ; 
so  in  a  series  of  kindnesses  there  is  at  last  one 
which  makes  the  heart  run  over.  We  must 
not  divide  the  obiects  of  our  attention  into 
minute  parts,  and  think  separately  of  each  part. 
It  is  by  contemplating  a  larse  mass  of  human 
existence,  that  a  man,  while  he  sets  a  just  value 
on  his  own  life,  does  not  think  of  his  death  as 
annihilating  all  that  is  great  and  pleasing  in 
the  world,  as  if  actuallv  contained  ta  hie  mindj 
according  to^  Berkeley  s  reverie  [p.  160.1.  If 
his  ima^madon  be  not  sickly  and  feeble,  it 
^  wings  Its  distant  way**  far  beyond  himself,  and 
riews  the  world  in  unceasing  actirity  of  every 
sort  It  must  be  acknowledged,  however,  that 
Pope's  plaintive  refleedon,  tmtt  all  thinn  would 
be  as  gay  as  ever,  on  the  day  of  his  death,  is  na- 
tural and  common.  We  are  apt  to  transfer  to  all 


of  Botlea  that  tba  two  last  dukat  attained  the  agM  of  80  aod 
83,  and  anjovad  tba  tltla  for  oiu  kmmerMi  jmn,-»Cmimtm, 

*  Dr.  NlcDols**  ofrfnloo  had  mada  a  itronf  impraMlon  oo 
Johnson's  ntnd«  and  mm.  Dr.  Hall  thought,  tna  eaiua  of 
hit  urgtng  Mrs.  Atton  and  hlc  othar  friends  to  kaep  thalr 
minds  as  moeh  as  posslbla  at  ease.  —  Caoftaa. 

•  Saa  Hutton's  ^  History  of  Darbjr."  a  book  which  fa 
daserredlf  esteemad  for  Its  Informadoo,  aeenracy,  and  good 
narrative,  indeed,  tbe  age  ta  which  wa  live  b  cnlneot^ir 
dlsdngolsbad  bf  topographical  axcaHanaa— Boawiu. 
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anrand  iu  oar  own  j^loom,  without  oonsidering 
that  at  any  given  point  of  time  there  is,  nerhapa, 
aa  much  jouth  and  gaiety  in  the  woxid  as  at 
another.  Before  I  came  into  thb  life,  in  which 
I  have  had  so  many  pleasant  scenes,  have  not 
thousands  and  ten  thousands  of  deaths  and  fu- 
nerals happened,  and  hare  not  families  been  in 
gnrief  for  uieir  nearest  relations  f  But  have 
Siose  dismal  circumstances  at  all  affected  me  f 
Why,  then,  should  the  gloomy  scenes  which  I 
experience,  or  which  I  Know,  sfiect  others? 
Let  us  guard  i^^ainst  imagining  that  there  is  an 
end  of  felicity  upon  earn,  when  we  ourselves 
grow  old,  or  are  unhi^y. 

Dr.  Johnson  told  us  at  tea,  that  when  some 
of  Dr.  Dodd*s  piotts  friends  were  tr^g  to  con- 
sole him  by  sayiac  that  he  was  gomg  to  leave 
a  **  wretched  world,**  he  had  hfloesty  enough 
not  to  join  in  the  cant :  —  '*No,  no,^  said  he, 
**  it  has  been  a  very  agreeable  world  to  me.*' 
Johnson  added,  **I  req»ect  Dodd  for  thus 
speaking  the  truth ;  for,  to  be  sure,  he  had  for 
several  years  enjoyed  a  life  of  great  vohip- 
tuousness.** 

He  told  us  that  Dodd*s  city  friends  stood  by 
him  so,  that  a  thousand  pounds  were  readv  to 
be  given  to  the  eaoler,  if  he  would  let  nim 
escape.  He  added,  that  he  knew  a  friend  of 
Dodo's,  who  walked  about  Newgate  fbr  some 
time  on  the  evening  before  the  Skj  of  his  ese- 
cntion,  with  five  hundred  pounds  in  hia  pocket, 
ready  to  be  paid  to  an^  of  the  tumkejs  who 
could  get  him  out,  but  it  was  too  kte ;  lor  he 
was  watched  with  much  circumspection.  He 
said,  Dodd's  friends  had  an  image  of  him  made 
of  waz^  which  was  to  have  been  left  in  lus 
place ;  and  he  believed  it  was  earried  into  the 
prison.' 

Johnson  disa^roved  of  Dr.  Dodd*s  leaving 
the  world  persuaded  that  *"  The  Convict's  Ad- 
dress to  his  unhappy  Brethren  **  was  of  his  own 
writmg.  '^  But,  liv,'*8md  I,'' you  contributed 
to  the  deeepdon;  for  when  Mr.  Seward  ex- 
pressed a  dcttbt  to  you  that  it  was  not  Dodd's 
own,  becaase  it  had  a  peat  deal  more  foree  of 
mind  in  it  than  any  thine  known  to  be  his,  you 
answered,  — '  Why  shoiud  you  think  so  ?  De- 
pend upon  it.  Sir,  when  any  msai  knows  he  is 
to  be  hsaged  in  a  fortnight,  it  oonocntrates  his 
nund  woMerlally.'  **  Josnson.  ^  Sir,  as  Dodd 
got  it  from  me  to  pass  as  his  own,  while  that 
cofM.  do  him  sny  oood,  that  was  an  imfUtd 
pnmm  that  I  shoura  net  own  it.  To  own  it, 
therefore,  would  have  been  telling  a  Ee,  with 
the  addition  of  breach  of  promise,,  which  was 
worse  than  sinmly  tdline  a  lie  to  make  it  be 
believed  it  was  Dodd's.  Sesides,  Sir,  I  did  not 


.'ft 


1  It  i»  tlatMl  In  MiM  B«rw)lds*i  Bseafitatfam*  and  fn  tha 
T.  «r.  p.  S«6.,  llMt  wpOTteMtc  «MM  tri«d  to 
ffli  to  IHb;  but  haTiof  wtam  an  boor,  and  tety 
ira  having  alaimri  bafora  na  waa  pit  into  die 
haaraa,  Iha  attampt  was  ai  iMipalan  as  ita  nMam  wonid 
hara  baan  laauntable.—  Caoan,  1S47. 

>  Jobatonli  aMtecanea  to  vriilnf  tba  leUen  and  mtHUuu 
wMeb  Dodd  waa  to  ilgn,  wasluitiStd  bv  ciHtoai  and  by  tba 
naMMttf  of  MKb  CMBi ;  bat  I  eantet  I  do  not  aaa  how  tba 


direedif  t^  a  lie :  I  lef^  the  matter  imeatiin.  ' 
Perhaps  I  thought  that  Seward  would  not  be-  I 
lieve  it  the  less  to  be  mine  for  what  Issid :  bat  ' 
I  would  not  put  it  in  his  power  to  say  I  bsd 
owned  It."* 

He  praised  Blair's  Sermons:  *«Tet,"sudbe 
(willing  to  let  ussee  he  was  aware  thai  faduos- 
able  fame,  however  deserved,  tt  not  slwajt  the 
moat  lasUng),  "perhaps  they  may  not  be  re- 
printed after  seven  years ;  at  leait  not  ifter 
Bhur'sdeatL**' 

He  said,  ^  Goldsmith  waa  a  plant  that  flow- 
ered late.  There  appeared  not&ag  reaurkabk 
about  him  when  he  wsa  young;  thoo^  vhen 
he  had  got  high  in  fame,  one  of  hit  frteodi* 
began  to  recollect  somethW  of  Us  beiag  dis- 
tinguished at  coUece.'  Gt^onith  m  the  msk 
manner  recollected  more  of  that  friend*i  eirij 
yean,  as  he  grew  a  greater  man." 

I  mentioned  that  Lord  Monboddo  told  ne, 
he  awaked  every  mominff  at  fimr,  and  tkea  for 
his  health  got  iq»  and  walked  in  hu  room  naked, 
with  the  window  open,  which  he  called  taking 
am  air  bidk ;  after  which  he  went  to  bed  agaia, 
and  sletpt  two  hours  more.  Johnson,  who  mi 
always  ready  to  beat  down  vuj  thiof  tkit 
seemed  to  m  exhibited  with  cUisproporLNDate 
importanoe,  thaa  obsearved :  ^  I  suppoae,  Sr, 
there  la  no  more  in  it  than  this ;  he  wakes  it 
four,  and  cannot  sleep  till  he  chills  hinuelf,  asd 
makes  the  wannth  of  the  bed  a  gtatefol  lenti- 
tion." 

I  talked  of  the  difficaltv  of  ruing  in  ^ 
morning.  Dr.Johnaon  told  me^  'thai  the 
learned  Mrs.  Carter,  at  that  period  when  ihe 
waa  nger  in  study,  did  not  awake  aa  esri  j  u 
she  wished,  and  she  therefore  hadacontnTafioe. 
that,  at  a  oertain  hour,  her  chaaiber  light 
should  bum  a  strinj^  to  which  a  heayj  weight 
was  suspended,  which  then  fell  with  a  stroaf 
sudden  noise :  this  roused  her  from  steepk  asd 
then  she  had  no  difficulty  in  getting  vp.  Bvi 
I  said  Iftof  was  my  difficult ;  md  wished  there 
could  be  some  medicine  invented  iriuch  voald 
make  one  rise  without  pain,  which  I  never  did, 
unless  after  lying  in  oed  a  very  long  tine. 
Perhaps  there  may  be  something  m  the  atora 
of  Nature  which  couhl  do  thk/Ihafe  tiiov^ 
of  a  pulley  to  raise  me  grsdoaUy ;  bat  w 
would  give  me  pain,  as  it  would  oonatenci  pj 
internal  inclination.  I  would  have  sooethnig 
that  can  dissipate  die  «u  msrtic,  and  give 
elasticity  to  the  moscles.  As  I  iasgiae  that 
the  huoian  body  may  bepnt,by  the  operstMO  of 
other  substances,  into  any  state  in  wkich  ithai 
ever  been;  and  as  T  ham  t  ■piaimofd  ■  ifr*" 
in  which  rising  from  bed  was  not  dioBgrecsblc. 


at  BaawaO  Inilf  e^  la  tt,  of 


. rwf  ( 

dafindad.  -.  CaoKsa,  IStf . 

*  Thia  wai  a  ■agirioiH  optolon— tfa«7  ba>% 
bacn  rvprlnted  aioea  Blair**  damb,  but  haw  *  " 

potation,  and  -*—  *•- "' — ' '  ''^-  "•-' 

thonabt  to  wi 

^  Mr.  Borkc.  —  CaoKia. 

*  TUa  was  a  mlHahei    8ca  ana^  pw 


oak* 


aftar  tha  pubUciition  of  tba  IhM 
at  aamettnaM  and  ?ifoor.— Cm 


lao. 
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but  eatf,  My,  •ometimes  agreetble ;  I  suopote 
tfait  thu  lUte  maj  be  produced,  if  we  koew 
bj  wfau.  We  cen  lieal  tlie  bodj,  we  can  oool 
it;  wa  can  give  it  tenuon  or  refauLatioD ;  and 
wmif  it  is  poMible  to  Iniiig  it  into  a  state  in 
wUca  miDf  fitna  bed  will  not  be  a  pain. 

Johnson  observed,  that  '*  a  man  should  take 
s  sufficient  quantat j  of  sleep,  which  Dr.  Mead 
uj$  is  between  leten  and  nine  hours.'*  I  told 
bin,  that  Dr.  CaUen  said  to  me,  that  a  man 
flbsdd  not  take  noie  sleep  thsn  he  can  take 
•toiiea.  Jwmov.  '^This  rule,  Sir,  cannot 
bold  IB  an  cases;  for  many  people  haTe  their 
ileep  broken  bj  sickness ;  and  surely,  Cullen 
voold  not  haTe  a  man  to  get  up^  after  haTinff 
licpt  bet  an  hour.  Such  a  regimen  would 
fooa  end  in  a  bmg  dnp^^  ^  Dr.  Taylor  re* 
narked,  I  think  rery  justljr,  that  **  a  man  who 
doei  not  feel  an  inclination  to  sleep  at  the 
ofdioaiy  timea,  inatead  of  being  stronger  than 
ocber  people,  must  not  be  well ;  for  a  man  in 
bMlth  has  all  the  natural  inclinations  to  eat, 
dnak,  sad  sleep,  in  a  strong  d^ree.** 

Jobnson  adTuied  me  to*night  not  to  rs/bie  in 
tbe  edacaCign  of  my  children.  •'  Life,^*  said 
be,  **  wQl  not  bear  refinement :  you  must  do  as 
o<bcr  people  do.** 

ii  ire  orove  baek  to  Ashbourne,  Dr.  John- 
•00  recommended  to  me,  as  he  had  often  done, 
to  drink  water  only :  ^  For,**  said  he,  '^  you  are 
tbea  tore  not  to  get  drunk ;  whereas,  if  ^ou 
driak  wine,  you  are  never  sure.**  I  said^  dnnk- 
b;  vine  was  apleaenre  whidi  I  was  unwillinff 
toprenp.  **  Why,  Sir,**  said  he,  *' there  is 
BO  <lottbt  that  not  to  drink  wine  is  a  great 
'Moction  from  life ;  but  it  may  be  necessary.** 
He  bowerw  owned,  that  in  his  opinion  a  free 
^  <^  wine  did  not  shorten  life ;  and  said,  he 
^oaid  not  ffive  leae  for  the  life  of  a  certain 
iicoteh  Lord'  (whom  he  named),  celebrated 
iv  bard  drinking,  than  for  that  of  a  sober  man. 
"  BoC  stay,**  said  he,  with  his  usual  intelligence 
OMi  aeeuraey  of  inquiry —  ^  does  it  take  much 
viae  lA  make  him  drunk  ?  *'  I  answered,  **  a 
enoi  deal,  either  of  wine  or  strong  punch.** — 
''TbcD,**  said  he,  ^  that  is  the  worse.^  I  pre- 
«ae  to  illustrate  mj  ftiend*s  observation 
^ :  **  A  tortreaa  whicn  soon  surrenders  has 
ti  wftlb  less  ahattered  than  when  a  long  and 
'^^nate  resistaace  is  made.** 
I  nntnfed  to  mention  a  person  who  was  as 
'*^*«i  a  Seetcbman  as  he  was  on  Englishman; 
ud  literaUy  had  the  same  contempt  for  an 
^agliibmin  oompnred  with  a  Scotchman,  that 


TMt 


p,  pfBctiMd  by  Bisnop  Rmi*  of 

).  in  hit  life  of  UmI  v«Mrabl« 

■*  Aad  thai  B«itli«r  bU  tttodif  nlfbt  be 

of  loatraeCton,  or  what  bo  judgMl 

fnmmiiu ;  or  both,  bit  cloMt  ad- 

a  t  ho  atricllT  acciutowd  himiitif  to  but 

eOoa  oMlfM  Mm  to  riio  at  oao  or  two  of 

aoooor ;  and  grtw 

iiaad  wkb  him  aloMcl  till  hU  laat 

choarhil  waa  hli  tampor,  that  ho 

■o4  aotcrtaioios  to  hla  fnandi  in  the 

ivad  that  with  difleulty  ha 

no 
wtUi 


^  **!^  wWdl  oAaa  oMIsm 
^OMtte  ibaBoraia«»JMid 


^^  Aaa  aa  llvaly  amd  cbaarltal  waa  hli  tampor,  that 
^<M  k»  «««  ftmtoaa  ■o4  aotartaioios  to  hla  fnandi  in  I 
*"«nt.  Man  wbaa  It  ««•  parealvad  that  with  difleultv 
^^  i»u  flyaa  apfa  ;  and  Iban  miaiad  to  go  to  raaC  witn 
^*  9mfmm  Cbnn  iko  raAratMnf  and  aaabUnc  Um  w 


he  had  for  a  Scotchman  compared  with  an 
Englishman ;  and  that  he  would  say  of  Dr. 
J<£uon,  ^  Damned  rascal  I  to  talk  as  he  does 
of  the  Scotch."  This  seemed  for  a  moment, 
^  to  give  him  pause.**  It,  perhi^,  presented 
his  extreme  prejudice  against  the  Scotch  in  a 
point  of  view  somewhat  new  to  him  by  the 
enect  of  coninut. 

Bythe  time  when  we  returned  to  Ashbourne, 
Dr.  Taylor  was  gone  to  bed.  Johnson  and  I 
sat  up  a  long  time  by  ourselves. 

He  was  much  diverted  with  an  article  winch 
I  showed  him  in  the  ^  Critical  Review  **  of  this 
year,  giving  an  account  of  a  curious  publication, 
entitled  ^  A  Spiritual  Diary  and  Soliloquies, 
by  John  Rut^,  M.D.**  Dr.  Rutty  was  one  of 
the  people  called  quakers,  a  phwsician  of  some 
eminence  in  Dublin,  and  autnor  of  several 
works.  This  Diary,  which  was  keot  from  175S 
to  1775,  the  year  in  whicfa  he  <ued,  and  was 
now  publidied  in  two  volumes  octavo,  ex- 
hibited, in  the  simplicity  of  his  heart,  a  minute 
and  honest  register  of  the  state  of  his  mind ; 
which,  though  frequently  laughable  enough, 
was  not  more  so  than  the  history  of  man^  men 
would  be,  if  recorded  with  equal  fbimess. 
The  foUowiBg  q>ecimena  w«re  extracted  by 
the  revKwers :  — 

'•Tenth  month,  1753,  2S.  — Indulgence  in  bed 
an  hour  too  long. 

**  Twelfth  month,  17.  —  An  hypoehondriie  ob* 
nubilation  from  wind  end  indigestion. 

•*  Ninth  month,  98.  ^-  An  orer-doee  of  whisky. 

**  S9.  —  A  dull,  eroH,  eholerie  day. 

«  Rrst  month,  1757,  28. —  A  little  swinish  at 
dinner  and  repast     Dogged  on  provocation. 

**  Second  month,  S,  —  Very  dogged  or  snappidi. 

**  14.  ^  Snappish  on  ihsttng. 

«<  80.  —  Cursed  snapptshness  to  those  under  me, 
on  a  bodily  indisposition. 

**  Third  month,  11. — On  a  pro^ocatton,  ezer- 
eised  a  dtraib  resentment  for  two  days,  instead  of 
seolding. 

**  S3.  Scolded  too  vehemently. 

«« 23.  -^  Dogged  again. 

**  Fourth  month,  29.  —  Mechanically  and  siiw 
ftilly  dogged.** 

Johnson  laughed  heartily  at  this  good 
Quietisms  self-condemning  minutes;  parti- 
cularly at  his  mentioning,  with  such  a  serious 
regret,  occasional  instances  of  **simii»tAne«»  in 
eating,  utddoggBdneu  of  temper,**  He  thought 
the  observations  of  the  Critical  Reviewers 


move  vifoiir 
hetbsa 


iDd  cheeritahiMS  to  slnf  his  aioroliit  h/om,  ss 
to  da  to  bU  lots  boftHo  he  put  on  his  eiotlMS.'* 


•  PnrbsM  TiMMS.  ilttli  Eari  of  Kellta,  dM  to  im, 
■t.  4S.  He  VIS  rtOMrkabls  for  soms  nottesl  talsnts.  but 
•tilt  mors  for  his  eonvtvlsllij.  BTtn  dM  Pwmgt  oonlbsMS 
that "  bo  wos  mora  MmUnmn  lo  the  Mrrioo  of  Bborhat  tbsn 
ApoUo.** — C,  ISSI .  AAor  thto  note  «••  writloo,  Sir  Jamos 
Mscfclntoth  told  raotbat  b«  beiioToii  tbat  Lord  Brral  wsi  mosnt 
h4iiv,  at  woll  as  po$t,  April  aS.  I77S  t  sad  tbli  Mcmt  llkclf 
from  Boswoll*!  rcfMnt,  om,  p.  1SS.    Johmoa  would  not  bave 

a  good  parcbsM  of  nli  lib,  for  ho 

a.fl7S). 


(Junes. 


■C.  as.  —  Caoaaa,  18SB. 
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upon  the  importance  of  a  man  to  himself  fo 
ingenious  and  so  well  expressed,  that  I  shall 
here  introduce  them.  Afler  observing,  that 
*^  there  are  few  writers  who  have  gsuned  any 
reputation  by  recording  their  own  actions, 
they  say,  — 

'*  We  maj  reduce  the  egotists  to  four  clMses.  In 
the  ^rtt  we  have  Juliui  Caesar :  he  relates  his  own 
transactioas ;  but  be  relates  thetn  with  peeuliar 
grace  and  dignity,  and  his  narrative  is  supported 
by  the  greatness  of  his  character  and  achievements. 
In  the  teeomd  class  we  have  Marcus  Antoninus :  this 
writer  has  given  us  a  series  of  reflections  on  his 
own  life ;  but  his  sentiments  are  so  noble,  his  mora* 
lity  so  sublime,  that  his  meditations  are  universally 
admired.  In  the  third  class  we  have  some  others 
of  tolersble  credit,  who  have  given  importance  to 
their  own  private  history  by  an  intermixture  of 
litersry  anecdotes,  and  the  occurrences  of  their  own 
times :  the  celebrated  Bmttiut  *  has  published  an 
entertaining  volume  upon  this  plan,  '  Dt  lUlnu  ad 
mamptrtimmititniM,*  In  thefaurlh  class  we  have  the 
journalists,  temporal  and  spiritual :  Ellas  Ashmole, 
William  LUly,  George  Whitefield,  John  Wesley, 
and  a  thousand  other  old  women  and  &natic  writers 
of  memoirs  and  meditations.** 

I  mentioned  to  him  that  Dr.  Hush  Blair,  in 
his  Lectures  on  Rhetoric  and  Belles  Lettres, 
which  1  heard  him  deliver  at  Edinburgh,  had 
animadverted  on  the  Johnsonian  style  as  too 
pompous;  and  attempted  to  imitate  it,  by 
giving  a  sentence  of  Addison  in  "  The  Specta* 
tor,**  No.  411.,  in  the  manner  of  Johnson. 
When  treating  of  the  utility  of  the  pleasures 
of  imagination  in  preserving  us  from  vice,  it  is 
observed  of  those  ^  who  know  not  how  to  be 
idle  and  innocent,**  that,  *^  their  very  first  step 
out  of  business  is  into  vice  or  folly ;  **  which 
Dr.  Blair  supposed  would  have  been  expressed 
in  ^  The  Rambler  **  thus :  ^  their  very  first 
step  out  of  the  regions  of  business  is  into  the 

Serturbation  of  vice,  or  the  vacuitv  of  follv.** ' 
OHRSoir.  ^  Sir,  these  are  not  the  words  I 
should  have  used.  No,  Sir ;  the  imitators  of  m^ 
style  have  not  hit  it.  Miss  Aikin  has  done  it 
the  best ;  for  she  has  imitated  the  sentiment 
as  well  as  the  diction.** ' 

I  intend,  before  this  work  is  concluded,  to 
exhibit  specimens  of  imitation  of  my  friend*s 
style  in  various  modes ;  some  caricaturing  or 
numicking  it,  and  some  formed  upon  it, 
whether  mtentionaUv,  or  with  a  degree  of 
similarity  to  it,  of  which,  perhaps,  the  writers 
were  not  conscious. 

In  Baretti*s  Review,  which  he  published  in 
Italy,  under  the  title  of  ^  Fxusta  Lsttxea- 

1  HiieC  BUhop  of  Avranebcs.  if iH^.p.  91.  a.  S —  Caoanu 
«  Whea  Dr.  BUir  publUhcd  hU  **  UcturM,"  h«  wm  In- 
vidlouftly  ftttarked  for  having  onltted  hit  ceniore  on  John, 
•on'i  style,  and,  on  the  contrary,  prmlting  It  hlchlr.  But 
before  that  time,  Johnson's  '*  Lives  of  the  PoeU  '  bad  ap- 
pCArrd.  tn  which  bis  style  was  considerably  easier  than  whea 
ha  wrote  "  The  Uambler.**  It  would,  therefore,  hare  been 
nncaiMlld  In  BUIr,  even  supposing  his  criticism  to  bars  bcea 
Just,  to  have  preserved  It.—  Bo«wrll. 

*  Probablr  In  an  essay  on  •*  ImiUtloa."  by  Miss  AlUn, 
afterwards  airs.  Barbauld,  In  a  volime  of  miscellaneous 
piMM  by  her  ai^  Dr.  Alkia,  in  1773 Ciioaxa. 


.:  < 


.,  *  it  is  observed,  that  Dr.  Bdbcttisa  die 
historian  had  formed  his  style  upon  dttt  of 
''  n  ceiebre  Sammde  Jchmm."^  Uj  bM 
himself  was  of  that  opinion ;  for  he  met  aid 
to  me,  in  a  pleasant  humour,  **  Sir,  if  Bobcctr 
son*s  style  be  faulty,  he  owes  it  to  ae;  tiul 
is,  having  too  many  words,  and  those  too  bif^ 
ones.  * 

I  read  to  him  a  letter  which  Lord  Moaboddo 
had  written  to  me,  containing  some  critical  re* 
marks  upon  the  style  of  his  **  Jovnn  lotiM 
Western  Isknds  of  Scotland.**  His  ionUip 
praised  the  very  fine  passy  upon  IsndiB^at 
loolmkil  [p.  881.] :  but  his  own  sljrle  beof 
exceedingly  dry  and  hard,  he  diMppreved  or 
the  richness  of  Johnson's  lanpiage,  and  of  Mi 
frequent  nse  of  meti^ihoneal  ezpresBOBL 
JoHNSOH.  **Why,  Sir,  this  critarism  vosU 
be  just,  if,  in  my  style,  superflvons  wordi«  «r 
words    too  big  for  the  tbonghta,  eouM  be 

Sointed  out ;  but  this  I  do  not  believe  ess  be 
one.  For  instance,  in  the  passage  vb'ick 
Lord  Monboddo  admires,  *We  were  sov 
treading  that  illustrious  rq^ioo,*  the  wH 
HbuiriouB  contributes  nothinsr  to  the  nm 
narration;  for  the  fact  might  oe  told  witvu 
it:  but  it  is  not,  Uierefore,  snperfinoos;  \^^ 
wakes  the  mind  to  peculiar  attention,  vberr 
something  of  more  than  nsual  iuuiurtance  i>  &> 
be  presented.  *  Illustrious ! '  —  for  what"  v^: 
then  the  sentence  proceeds  to  expand  tl>«  r>> 
cumstances  connected  with  lona.  Ad^nt. 
as  to  metai>horical  expresnon,  that  is  a  pti 
excellence  in  st^le,  when  it  la  naed  witb  }^^ 
priety,  for  it  gives  ^oa  two  sdeas^  Ibr  *>»«  .- 
conveys  the  meanmg  more  luminooslj,  u.' 
generallv  with  a  perception  of  deUght.** 

He  told  me,  that  he  had  bees  asked  t.-^  o 
dertake  the  new  edition  of  the  *«Binr'^:** 
Britannica,**  but  had  declined  it ;  wb  i.  ^■ 
aflerwards  said  to  me  he  regretted,  b  tis 
regret  many  will  join,  becanae  it  would  Ls^' 
procured  us  more  of  Johnson*s  most  dd'j"'^ 
species  of  writing ;  and  althosigh  my  tr<^' 
Dr.  Kippis<  has  hitherto  diachai^  t2»r  tst 
judiciously,  distinctly,  and  with  aore  ior** 
tiality  than  might  have  been  expected  fr  y  t 
separatist :  it  were  to  have  been  wisbec  tr^ 
the  superintendence  of  this  iitersir  Tcb»;-' 
Fame  had  been  assigned  to  **n  itMd  t  - 
constitution  in  church  and  state.**  Wc  «** 
not  then  have  had  it  too  muck  uwsdid  « 
obscure  dissenting  teachera,^  doabdess  «• " 
merit  and  worth,  but  not  quite  to  be  ■wt-r 
amon<rst  **  the  most  eminent  fieMsusia  whi>  u 
flourished  in  Great  Britain  end  ItelasHL"' 


tift 


4  Aftw  havlos  8<vcB  Co  Iba 
(CbIIo)  of  a  new  cdltloo  of  tbe 
tween  tho  years  177S  aad  17SS.  Dr 
ITW;  and  tlM  work  k  not  Uka^  i 
ICaloki.  _^.^  ^ 

•  In  tbls  censvre.  wbkb  \m 
careleftsly  joined.  B«t  In  JosUce 
that  manly,  cindid  good  teaspar  \ 
set  me  rlf bt.  I  now  wUh  ytossfe 
mar  bepartioilarly  observed.  —  ' 
that  ••  "nie  new  lives  of  d««s« 
volumes  of  tbe  secoad  •rikaoo  ol  cto 


to    Dr.  Kjfv«* 


dtascwCHiv  4l«iMW»la 


.  •      * 
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On  SitQrd«7,  September  20.,  oiler  break- 
fast, when  Tajlor  was  gone  out  to  bia  farm. 
Dr.  Jobnion  and  I  had  a  serious  conversation 
bjoarselTeson  melancholy  and  madness;  which 
he  vM,  I  always  thought,  erroneously  inclined 
to  oonfound  together  [p.  336.] .  Melancholy,  like 
**  great  wit,**  may  be  *^^near  allied  to  madneu ; 
but  there  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  distinct  separa- 
tioo  between  them.  When  he  talked  of  mad- 
ncn,  he  was  to  be  understood  as  speaking  of 
thoce  who  were  in  any  great  degree  disturbed* 
or,  u  it  is  commonly  expressed,  ^  troubled  in 
mizid.**  Some  of  the  ancient  philosophers 
held,  that  all  deriations  from  right  reason  were 
madoesB;  and  whoever  wishes  to  see  the 
opinioos  both  of  ancients  and  modems  upon 
this  subject,  eoUected  and  illustrated  with  a 
nricty  of  curious  facts,  may  read  Dr.  Arnold's 
laj  entertaining  work.^ 

«lohttMm  said,  **  A  madman  loves  to  be  with 
people  whom  he  fears ;  not  as  a  dog  fears  the 
Lh,  but  of  whom  he  stands  in  awe.**  I  was 
ftrqck  with  the  justice  of  this  observation. 
To  be  with  thoae  of  whom  a  person,  whose 
mind  is  wavering  and  dejected,  stands  in  awe, 
represses,  and  composes  an  uneasy  tumult  of 
ipirits,  and  consoles  him  with  the  contempla- 
uon  of  eomethiiiff  steady,  and  at  least  com* 
pintiTely  great.* 

He  added,  **  Madmen  are  all  sensual  in  the 
^er  stages  of  the  distemper.  They^  are 
tt^  for  gratifications  to  soothe  their  minds, 
tnd  divert  tneir  attention  from  the  misery  which 
the 7  loffer ;  bat  when  they  grow  very  ill, 

Setrare  is  too  weak  for  them,  and  they  seek 
r  pain.'  Employment,  Sir,  and  hardships, 
prvTeat  mdanchonr.  I  suppose,  in  all  our 
vmy  in  America*  tnere  was  not  one  man  who 
vent  mad.** 


ft  tbfli*  of  Jolm  Abenwdif,  Thomat  Amorr,  G«orn  B«fi- 
•^  H«fl|i  BrcNMlitoii,  the  Itanwd  muitao,  Mmon  BiromM, 
J***^  topf,  or  Dubllo,  ThooMs  Cartwrlgbt,  the  learned 
f^tttt,  nd  Sjonool  Chandler.  The  only  doiibC  I  hmve  erer 
*vd  MCfMiod  It,  wkcCher  there  tboold  Mve  been  an  article 
« T>r  Amory.  But  I  vai  eonvlnoed,  and  am  itUl  cooTlnced, 
<^  n*  «M  entitled  to  one.  from  the  reality  of  hit  learelns, 
^1  Uw»  eie«4teiit  aad  candid  nature  of  hit  practical  writing*. 
*^  o««  Uvce  of  cleigjaien  of  the  Church  of  England,  In 
<M  lUM  fbor  vohmiet,  are  at  folloirt:  John  Balm  jr.  Kdward 
■•wham.  Geene  BerklcT.  Btohop  of  doyne.  William  Ber- 
'^M.Theaiet  Birch.  Wflllam  Borbue,  Thomas  Bott,  Jamet 
f'**'*?.  Tbemai  Brooghton,  John  Browne,  John  Barton. 
j|;«n*  Bmler,  BIthop  of  Durham,  Tbomai  Carte,  Kdmuod 
JWii.  Bdmnad  Chlthull,  Charlct  Churchill.  William 
2»U.  Kobcft  ClaTtoB.  BUhop  of  Clogher,  John  Cony- 
7*»«.  Slihap  of  Bfftotol,  Goorge  Cattard.  aad  Samuel 
^f^un  ~*lam  not  ceotclottt,^aay*  Dr.  Kipplt,'of  any 
^«*^ty  la  eeodacChv  the  work.  1  would  notwUUngly 
^»n  •  tfatcattef  mlnbter  that  doet  not  Juttly  deierre  to 
^  nadred.  or  onit  an  ottabllthcd  clergyman  that  doet.  At 
^  uae  cioM,  I  thall  not  be  deterred  from  Introducing 

*  >«^*n  into  the  Btngrapbhi,  when  I  am  tatltfled  that  they 
-f  entitled  to  that  dittlnctloo.  fttmi  their  wrltlngi.  learning. 
**i  mPTK.  * "  Let  me  add  that  the  expretilon  *•  A  fHend  to 
i^teMUtoHou  ta  aioch  and  tUte,*'  was  not  meant  by  me 
*■  '^^r  mteetlan  upon  thlt  refer  em!  gentleman,  at  If  he  were 
^  'ymj  tothepolltlcal coottHution of  hit  eouatry, at  etta* 

*  **M  at  the  Mevoloclon,  but,  from  my  steady  and  avowed 
^-  i-Mtion  fbr  a  Torw,  wat  quoted  ftom  '*  Johnton't  Dle> 
'r'*n*'  vhfTc  tlMt  dMfaMtion  It  to  deflned.  fTctt  to  aravmf 
'**m9.  _  Boewtu.    But  even  9flUt$  enuld  be  dltaatltfled 

*  "'  lit-  Kippto*t  conduct  of  the  work.  See  Cowper't  lively 
'*  ram.  -  0^  •bterwtng  aomte  aanart  tf  Mtie  woU  to  ike 
»•  raikW."  aMi  Heraee  Walpole*t  anecdote.  — **!  happened 


*  u;  ihac  the  Biographla  wat  an  apology  for  ever?  body. 
"h  imchad  the  aan  of  Dr.  Klpplt,  who  retorted  that  tlie 


We  entered  seriously  upon  a  question  of 
much  importance  to  me,  which  Johnson  was 
pleased  to  consider  with  friendlj  attention.  I 
had  long  complained  to  him  that  I  felt  myself 
discontented  m  Scotland,  as  too  narrow  a. 
sphere,  and  that  I  wished  to  make  my  diief 
residence  in  London,  the  great  scene  of  am- 
biUon,  instruction,  and  amusement;  a  scene 
which  was  to  me,  comparatively  speaking,  a 
heaven  upon  earth.  Johnsok.  ^  nThy,  Sir,  I 
never  knew  anv  one  who  had  such  tLgttstiot 
London  as  you  nave :  and  I  cannot  blame  you 
for  your  wish  to  live  there;  vet,  Sir,  were 
I  in  your  father*s  place,  I  should  not  consent 
to  your  settling  there ;  for  I  have  the  old  feudal 
notions,  and  I  should  be  afraid  that  Auchinleck 
would  be  deserted,  as  you  would  soon  find  it 
more  desirable  to  have  a  country  seat  in  a  bet- 
ter climate.  I  own,  however,  that  to  consi^ 
it  as  a  dulff  to  reside  on  a  family  estate  is  a 
prejudice ;  for  we  must  consider,  that  working- 
people  set  employment  equally,  and  the  pro- 
duce of  land  IS  sold  equany,  whether  a  great 
family  resides  at  home  or  not ;  and  if  Uie 
rents  of  an  estate  be  carried  to  London,  they 
return  again  in  the  circulation  of  commerce ; 
nay,  Sir,  we  must  perhafM  allow,  that  carrying 
the  rents  to  a  distance  is  a  {;ood,  because  it 
contributes  to  that  circulation.  We  must, 
however,  allow,  that  a'  well-r^ulated  great 
family  may  improve  a  neighbourhood  in  civility 
and  ele^^ance,  and  ^ive  an  example  of  good 
order,  virtue,  and  piety ;  and  so  its  residence 
at  home  may  be  of  much  advanta{;e.  But  if  a 
g>«.t  ikmily  be  diwrderly  .nd  yioMms.  iu  reri- 
dence  at  home  is  very  pernicious  to  a  neigh- 
bourhood. There  is  not  now  the  same  induce- 
ment to  live  in  the  country  as  formerly ;  the 
pleasures  of  social  life  are  much  better  enjoyed 


llfb  of  Mr  Robert  Walpdle  thouM  prove  that  the  Biompbla 
wat  not  an  ^wlogy  lor  every  body.  Soon  after  thu  I  wat 
turprited  by  a  Tltit  from  the  Doctor  to  tolldt  materlali  for 
my  father*!  life.  You  may  gueu  that  I  very  civilly  reAited.** 
fVmlpoluma,  sdr..  aad  Letter  to  Cote,  Septn  1.177S.— 
CaoKaa,  1847. 

1  **Obterratlont  on  Inianity,**  by  Thomaa  Arnold,  MJ>., 
London,  1789.  ~  Botwu- 

s  **  He  wat,**  tayi  Hawklnt,  **  a  great  enemy  to  the  pre- 
lent  fathlooable  way  of  luppotlDg  worthlett  and  Influnoua 
pertoQt  mad,"  that  It,  he  dltapproved  of  palliating  wlckedneta 
by  attributing  It  to  physical  cautet,  for  he  certainly  thought 
(and  no  doubt  felt)  that  the  eaercltct  of  piety,  and  the 
rettimlntt  of  conKlence,  might  rcprett  a  tendency  toward* 
Intaolty.  He  alto,  I  tuppoae,  regrKtcd  the  degree  of  im- 
punity which  it  tometlmet  allbrded  to  crime  under  the 
plea  of  latanity.—  CaoKia. 

>  We  read  in  the  Gotpelt.  that  thoie  unfortunate  pertont, 
who  were  poitetted  with  evil  tplritt  (which,  after  all.  I  think 
It  the  molt  probable  eauie  of  madnett,  at  wat  Srtt  tuggetted 
to  roe  by  my  retpectable  friend  Sir  John  Prlngle).  had 
recourte  to  pain,  tearing  themtelvet,  and  Jumping  tome« 
timet  Into  the  Are,  tometlmet  Into  the  water.  If  r.  Seward 
hat  fumithed  roe  with  a  remarkahte  anecdote  In  eonSrma- 
tioo  of  Dr.  Johnton't  Obterratlon.    A  tradeaman,  who  had 

aulrad  a  large  fortuao  in  Loodoa.  retired  from  bu^netat 
1  went  to  live  at  Woroeater.  Hit  mind,  being  wfthoot  Ita 
tttnal  oecupatloo,  and  having  nothing  elte  to  tupply  ita 
pteoe,  prned  upon  Ittelf,  m  that  exliteoee  wat  a  torment  t* 
him.  At  latt  he  wat  teiicd  with  the  itooe ;  and  a  friend  who 
found  him  In  one  of  Itt  tererett  flit,  having  exprtttcd  hia 
concern.  **  No,  no.  Sir,"  tald  he,  **  don't  pity  me  %  what  I  now 
feel  it  eete,  oompared  with  that  torture  of  rolod  from  which 
it  relievet  me.'^.BoewiLt.  Cardan  compoied  hit  mind 
tending  to  madnete  (or  ratlier  actually  mad,  for  luch 
he  teemt  In  hit  writlngt,  learned  at  tber  are)  l»y  excltiaff 
voluntary  pain*    V.  Card.  Of,  eL  Vit.— Kbabhbt. 
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in  town ;  md  there  is  no  longer  in  the  conntrj 
that  power  tnd  inflaenoe  in  proprietors  of  land 
which  thej  had  in  old  times,  and  which  made 
the  oonntrr  lo  agreeable  to  them.  The  Laird 
(rf  Anchinleek  now  is  not  near  so  great  a  man 
as  the  Laird  of  Auchinleck  was  a  hundred 
yean  ago.** 

I  told  him*  thai  one  of  my  ancestors  never 
went  from  home  without  being  attended  hj 
thirty  men  on  horseback.  Johnson's  shrewd- 
ness  and  spurit  ef  inquinr  were  exerted  upon 
every  occasion.  *^Praj,  said  he,  **how  did 
Toiar  ancestor  support  his  tlurty  men  and  thirty 
horses  when  he  went  at  a  distance  from  home, 
in  an  a^  when  there  was  hardly  any  money  in 
drenlation  ?**  I  suggested  the  same  difficulty 
to  a  friend  who  mentioned  Douglas's  going  to 
the  Holy  Land  with  a  numerous  train  of  fol- 
lowers.' Douglas  could,  no  doubt,  nMintain 
fbUowers  enotigh  while  living  upon  his  own 
lands,  the  produce  of  which  supplied  them  with 
food;  bnt  he  could  not  carry  toat  food  to  the 
Holy  Land ;  and  as  there  was  no  commerce  by 
which  he  oould  be  supplied  with  money,  how 
coold  he  maintain  them  in  foreign  countries  f 

I  suggested  a  doubt,  that  if  I  were  to  rende 
in  LoMwn,  the  exquisite  lest  with  which  I 
relished  it  in  oeeasional  visits  might  go  efi^  and 
I  might  STOW  tared  of  it.  Johubov.  ^  Why, 
Sir,  yott  Sad  no  man,  at  all  intellectual,  iHio  is 
wilUnff  to  leavu  London.  No,  Sir,  when  a  man 
is  tirra  of  London,  he  is  tired  of  life  ;  for  there 
is  in  London  aU  that  life  can  afibrd.** 

To  obviate  his  apprehension,  that  by  settling 
in  London  I  mi^t  oescrt  the  seat  of  mv  anees- 
tors,  I  assured  him  that  I  had  old  feudal  prin- 
ciples to  a  degree  of  enthusiasm ;  and  taat  I 
felt  aU  the  tUeedo  of  the  maiale  sohm.  I  re- 
minded him,  that  tiw  Laird  of  Anchinleek  had 
an  elegant  house,  in  front  of  which  he  could 
ride  ten  miles  forward  upon  his  own  territories, 
upon  which  he  had  upwards  of  six  hundred 
people  attached  to  him;  that  the  femilv  scat 
was  rich  in  natural  romantic  beauties  or  rock, 
wood,  and  water ;  and  that  in  my  ^  mom  of 
life**  I  had  appropriated  the  fbest  descriptions 
in  the  ancient  cImbics  to  certain  scenes  thoe, 
which  were  thoa  aaaooated  in  my  mind,  lliat 
when  all  this  was  considered,  I  should  certainly 
pass  a  part  of  the  year  at  home,  and  enjoy  it 
the  morefhMu  varie^,  and  fWnn  bringing  with 
me  a  share  of  the  mtellectual  stores  of  the 
metropolis.  He  listened  to  aD  this,  and  kindly 
^*  hoped  it  mig^t  be  as  I  now  supposed.** 


hli  iMt  Imift,  to  nfair  «h3i  Mi  hmit  to~  J«i 

a  at  UMMpnldmor  omtLm^; 

wmtoMloir)  k«  dU 


taWV&a  •Sbir  wHttm  mii—t.  protakkr  ««•  tra^, 
IhH  IM  «M  klllai  bv  Mm  «aj  ki  Sfht  wllb  Um  SmmmmiIb 
Spftia ;  tlMt  hU  wiilm  wmn  taraoekt  hom 
OMgtoi  I  mi  UmI  tk«  ktof't  iMut  «m  al 
aadbwifldaft MalraM. ^HmSt$*8 Ammmta.  il.  14S-iai^ 
'MPiMrfAmrflatteanBsorDoufflM.  ^CaoBBi 
•  N«v,  at  the  dtotHM  of  ftflMi  ff«w«  ilBC*  Ibb 
ID  pMMi,  tb«  olMnratlao  vhleh  I  iMva  had  an  omortosftr 
«r BMhtee la  WartBlDilar  Hall  hai caaTtoaad Mthat. [ 
99m  tnmthm  optalon  of  Dr.  Johaaoa'a  lagal  ftMmajr 


He  said,  a  countir  genthwisn  dMeU  brof 

9ndon  as  soon  si  he  eaLtktt 


his  lady  to  visit  Lon 

they  may  have  agreeable  tepid  for 

tion  whan  they  are  by  thraisflvfi. 

As  I  meditated  trying  my  fix  taat  it  Wia* 
minater  Hall,  our  oonversation  tamed  sposttt 
prafessm  of  the  kw  m  Snghnl  Jobsms. 
**  You  most  not  indulge  too  asngvae  k^ 
should  you  be  oaUed  to  ourbv.  Iwwtoid. 
by  avery  sensible  lawyer,  that  theR«etf;na 
nLv  cl^oes  againstsny  maa*ssoses.'»ik 
profession  of  the  law;  the  csndidtfsi  in  • 
numerous,  and  those  who  get  Isige  practieeM 
few.     Hesaid,itwasbyBOflMSBstraelbti 


haviiu^  business,  though  he,  mdeed,8Dse«dtki 
if  smmaman  could  mitannear  in  afar r 


merit  would  be  known,  and  be  wmM  gtf 
forward;  but  that  the  grast  liskws^tet 
man  might  pna  half  a  fifelisae  in  tks  eo^  | 
and  never  have  an  uuMiitaBlly  ef  ibMisghi 
rtilities.***  ! 

We  talked  of  emplermaat  bebg  dbtohtth 
neeessary  to  iaesci»a  ae  mind  mm  euiiui; 
and  growHV  fretfU,  especially  in  thcM  vW  I 
have  a  tsndency  to  meuBchoiy;  and  1  m-  ■ 
tioaed  to  him  a  amng  whaA  sendbodj  m 
related  of  an  Amencan  SBorage.  whok  vbn  tt 
European  was  expatiating  onaPtheaiUiatign 
of  money,  pat  tfaiaqwataon:  ^'WilHpsRte 
oea^kOiomf^  JaMWOW^Depeadepos  a 
Sir,  thtf  saying  is  too  refiaad  fer  aaseaga^  is& 
Sir,  money  mff  unnJiaae  oecnpalMi;  it  vl 
purchase  aU  the  eonvenieBcies  ef  life;  it  ^^ 
purchaae  variety  of  company;  it  wil  pankat 
all  sorts  of  entertainment.**' 

ItdkedtohimofFontei's  "^Yoftgtmi^ 
Sooth  Seas,** ^wUdipleMod  me;  batltas 
he  did  not  like  it.  '«Sir,**said  he,  ^tkr«  >« 
great  aflectation  of  fine  writiM  in  it**  Bo»^ 
wxuL  ''But  he  carries  you  akagwilhUa. 
JoBxaoir.  •'No,  Sir;  he  does  not  5«^."' 
along  with  him ;  he  leavca  me  behiad  bis 
or  rather,  indeed,  he  aeca  me  bcfeve  ^  • 
for  he  makes  me  turn  over  many  lesm  ^  * 
time.** 

On  Sunday,  Septensber  SI.,  we  west  to  m 
church  of  iahbonme,  which  is  eas  fTi^ 
laigest  and  most  luminoaa  that  I  km  ffA  a 

any  town  of  the  aame  siaa.  l^^P^^T 
hti&tm  in  considering  that  I  was  "ff"^  * 
nry  feadnen  ibr  solemn  pobiie  weeibf  Vy  v 

gtHwril  ooneuncnee  and  ■nauCesBee  of  am* 
kind* 
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Johnson  and  Tajlor  were  so  different  from 
cAch  other,  that  I  wondered  at  their  prcsenrinff 
an  intimacj.  Thair  liaving  beeM  at  school  and 
coUeee  together  *  miffht,  in  some  degree,  acdount 
for  this:  but  Sir  Joahua  BejnoTds  has  fiir- 
niahed  me  with  a  stronger  reason;  for  Johnson 
mestioned  to  him,  that  he  had  been  told  bj 
Tajbr  he  was  to  be  his  hebr.  I  shall  not  take 
vpoo  me  to  animadrert  upon  this ;  bnt  certain 
it  if  that  Johnson  paid  great  attention  to  Tay- 
lor. He  BOW,  howerer,  sud  to  me,  ^  Sir,  I 
love  him ;  but  I  do  not  love  him  more ;  mj 
regird  for  him  does  not  increase.  As  it  is  said 
in  the  ApocrTpha,  'his  talk  is  of  buIlockB.*  * 
I  do  not  suppose  he  is  very  fond  of  mv  com- 
pany.  His  nabits  are  bj  no  means  sumciently 
dencsl :  tibis  he  knows  that  I  see ;  and  no  man 
I&ei  to  fire  under  the  eye  of  perpetual  disap- 
probation.** 

I  have  no  doubt  that  a  good  manj  sermons 
vere  composed  for  Taylor  bj  Johnson.  At  this 
time  I  found  upon  his  table  a  part  of  one  which 
be  had  newlj  bwin  to  write :  and  ConcMpro 
Tmiloro  Mgfetn  in  one  of  his  cUaries.  When 
to  these  arcumstances  we  add  the  internal 
cTidenee  from  the  power  of  thinking  and  stjle, 
in  thecollecdon  whidi  the  Reverena  Mr.  Hayes 
lud  published,  with  the  iignifieaiU  title  e£ 
"  Sermons  left  for  AtUacatioii,  by  the  Bererend 
John  Taylor,  LL.D.,**  our  conviction  will  be 
complete* 

Ifhowerer,  would  not  have  it  thought  that 
Dr.  Taylor,  though  he  could  not  write  like 
JohnaoD,  (as,  indeed,  who  eould?)  did  not 
MiDetimes  con^MMe  sermons  as  good  as  those 
vkich  we  merallj  have  from  very  req>ectabTe 
<£mes.  He  showed  me  one  with  notes  on  the 
margin  in  JohnsoB*s  handwriting ;  and  I  was 
pr^t  when  he  read  another  to  Johnson,  that 
M  might  have  his  opinion  of  it,  and  Johnson 
«»<i  it  was  **  verf  welL**  These,  we  mar  be 
^v«i  were  not  jK>hason*s ;  for  he  was  above 
^tle  arts,  or  tricks  of  deception. 

Johnson  was  by  no  means  of  opinion  that 
rrery  nan  of  a  lamed  profession  should  con- 
«ier  it  ss  incnmbent  upon  him^or  as  necessary 
to  bb  credit,  to  appear  as  an  author.  When, 
n  the  ardour  of  ambition  for  literary  fame,  I 
[T^etted  to  him  one  day  that  an  eminent  judge* 
bad  nothing  of  it,  and  uierefore  would  leave  no 
T^ypetiial  moDument  of  himself  to  posterity ; 
*Aiaa!  Sir,**  said  Johnaon,  '^what  a  mass  of 
ttofofflon  should  we  have,  if  every  bishop,  and 


^mimm 


I 


!«  V0f  WMIf  ft  MMBS,  COtWHpOWrtW 

fi  IS.  D.  a.  ~  CaoBHi,  law. 
sxitIIL  ▼.  S.     TIm  trbal*  dii^tar 
nittikratf on  of  th«  aoparloritjr  of 
jroM  aod  UUiorato.^  Botwi^. 

y^td  te  B«rU*i  "BtapcttoiM  on  tho  Fraocb  Rcvoln. 

-Ci 

i  T^tmm  j9»r  wfttM  Wihap  PovlMi  to  Dr. 

nm^  **  I  mmt.  ■iiialim  am  vmn  pabliodoD,  on 

«flMitenlwifv«w«UMtUin«rlt.    fctoavolttaio 

r  Dr.  TMIor.  wt/hwrn/tuf  of  Woit- 

^■hotelMwIf  iliirt.    RovMuioldMeBd 

Dr.  JMimoo**,  mnd  mo  hnc 

vr«i«  hy  the  Doctor.    1^  eooAito  thto  cMttnav. 

Ml  volvao  or  MrnoM  to  bo  publtabod  aflor  Us 


k^. 


evc97  judge,  every  lawver,  physieiaB,   md 
divine^  were  to  write  booo!  ** 

I  mentioned  to  Johnson  a  respectable  person 
of  a  very  strong  m]nd^  who  had  little  m  that 
tenderness  wUdi  is  common  to  human  nsitnre; 
aa  an  instance  of  which,  when  I  suggested  to 
him  that  he  should  invite  his  son,  wl^lud  been 
settled  ten  yeara  in  foreign  parts,  to  come  home 
and  pay  him  a  visit,  his  answer  was,  *'Ko,  no, 
let  Inm  aund  his  bnaineas.''  Johhsov.  *^I  do 
not  i%;ree  with  him,  Sir,  in  this.  Getting  money 
b  not  all  a  nian*s  business :  to  cultivate  kina- 
nesB  is  a  valuable  part  of  die  business  of  life.** 

In  the  evening,  Johnson,  being  in  veiy  good 
spirits,  entertained  na  with  sefvml  daraeler- 
istioal  portraita:  I  regret  that  any  of  them 
escaped  my^  retention  and  dilisence.  I  found 
from  experience,  that  to  celkot  my  friend*a 
conversation  so  as  to  exhibit  it  with  any  dcqgree 
of  its  original  flavour,  it  was  neoessary  to  write 
it  down  without  May.  To  reoord  his  sayings, 
after  aoaae  distance  eif  time,  was  fifce  preserving 
or  pickling  lon^kept  and  fhded  fruits^  or  other 
vcsetaUes,  wlueh,  when  in  that  state,  hsve 
littte  or  nodnng  of  thdr  taste  when  fresh. 

I  shall  present  mj  readen  with  a  series  of 
what  I  gathered  tka  evening  from  the  John- 
sonian ganlen* 

<«  My  friend,  tte  late  Earl  of  Oofk^  O^^O 
had  n  great  desire  to  nmintain  the  Inerary 
diameter  of  his  ftiafly:  he  was  a  gmteel 
man,  but  did  not  keep  iro  the  d^ity  of  his 
rank.  He  was  so  geoera&y  civil,  that  nobody 
thanked  hnn  for  it.* 

*  Did  we  not  hesr  so  much  said  of  Jack 
Wilkes,  we  should  think  more  hi^y  of  hia 
conversation.  Jade  has  a  great  vanety  of  talk, 
Jadb  ia  a  adiolar,  and  Jack  haa  the  manners 
of  a  sentlenian.  Bui  after  hearing  hia  name 
somosd  from  pole  to  poie^  as  the  phmnix  of 
convivial  felicity,  we  are  disappointed  in  hia 
eompanv.  He  has  always  been  at  wm:  but  I 
would  oo  Jack  a  kindness,  rather  than  not. 
The  oonteat  is  now  over.** 

**  6am^*s  gaiety  of  eenveiaation  has  ddi«* 
caey  nnd  deganoe:  Foote  makes  yon  lan^ 
more;  but  Foote  haa  the  air  of  a  buibon  paid 
for  entertaining  the  company.  He  indeed  well 
oeserves  ma  nirew 

'^Coliey  Gibber  onee  consnlted  me  aa  to  one 
ef  hia  hirttaday  odes  [maii^  p.  1S7.]  a  long  time 
before  it  was  wanted.  I  objected  very  freely 
to  aevend  paasagea.    Gibber  loot  patience,  and 


death.  Bat  I  an  afraid  tt  will  not  qatto  anavor  hlf  pnrpOM : 
for  I  will  vootoro  to  uy,  thattbora  la  nnt  a  man  in  England 
who  knows  anrtblng  or  Dr.  Johnton'a  poatllarltlai  oC  ttjla, 
•ontiniant,  and compotMon,  that  wilt  not  f natantlj  pronoitnco 
tboM  Mnnoni  to  bo  bU.  Iodeod,th«]rara  (ionaof  tbomat 
loait)  in  Ma  vorr  b««t  manner ;  and  Taylor  was  no  more 

or 

Mr.lljv«a*s;andyet~lti 

that  Dr.  Tajrinr  emdd  bavw  meant  to  have  prac< 
L    Tbasia  «an  bo  no  aoia*  tbat  the  sor. 


tlsed  aoeh  a  deoaptlon.    liiasia 
•».— C 


I.  lodeod,  thejr  are  (soma  of  tlM 
manner ;  and  Taylor  was  no  i 
■  than  of  mafclna  an  ante  po«m 
ton,  Ibat  tbo  aMdoor  of  Ibo  «4ii#l 
Mo  waa  Mr.lljif«a*s ;  andyet  Ita 
vlnr  emdd  bava  meant  to  have  i 


jtvaraJ-^ 

moamr  amnw 
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in  town ;  and  there  b  no  longer  in  the  ooontrj 
that  power  and  inflaenoe  in  proprietors  of  Laid 
which  thej  had  in  old  times,  and  which  made 
the  ooantrr  ao  agreeahle  to  them.  The  Laird 
1^  Anchimedc  now  ia  not  near  ao  great  a  man 
aa  the  Laird  of  Auchinleck  was  a  hundred 
years  aco.** 

I  told  him,  that  one  of  my  anceston  never 
went  from  home  without  being  attended  by 
tiurty  men  on  horseback.  Johnson's  shrewd- 
ness and  spurit  of  inquiry  were  exerted  upon 
every  occasion.  **Praj,  said  he,  **  how  did 
your  anoeator  support  his  tiurty  men  and  thirty 
norses  whoi  he  went  at  a  dutance  from  home, 
in  aa  a^  when  there  was  hardly  any  money  in 
circulation  f  **  I  suggested  the  same  difficulty 
to  a  friend  who  mentioned  Douglas's  going  to 
the  Holy  Land  with  a  numerous  train  of  fbl- 
lewers.'  Douglaa  could,  no  doubt,  maintain 
Ibllowers  enotigh  while  liring  upon  his  own 
lands,  the  produce  of  which  supplied  them  with 
Ibod ;  but  he  could  not  carry  tnat  food  to  the 
Holy  Land ;  and  as  there  was  no  commerce  by 
which  he  could  be  supi^ed  with  money,^  how 
could  he  maintain  them  in  foreign  countries  f 

I  suggested  a  doubt,  that  if  I  were  to  rende 
in  LoiraQn,  tiie  esqoiaitc  seat  with  which  I 
roliriied  it  in  oeeasional  Tiaita  aught  go  off^  and 
I  might  crow  tired  of  it.  Jomraon.  **Wh^, 
Sity  you  mid  no  man,  at  all  intellectual,  who  ia 
wilUnff  to  leaife  London.  No,  Sir,  when  a  man 
ia  tirra  of  London,  heis  tired  of  life  f  ibrthere 
is  in  London  all  that  life  can  aflbrd.** 

To  obTiate  his  apprehension,  that 


in  London  I  mi^t  desert  the  seatof  my  i 
tors,  I  aasnred  him  that  I  had  old  feudal  prin- 
ciples to  a  degree  of  enthusiaam ;  and  tnat  I 
felt  all  the  tUeedo  of  the  naiaie  JoJbm.  I  re- 
minded him,  Aat  the  Laird  of  Auehinlec^  had 
an  elegant  house,  in  front  of  which  he  could 
ride  ten  nyleafeirward  upon  his  own  territoriea, 
upon  which  he  had  upwards  at  six  hundred 
people  attached  to  him;  that  the  femilr  acat 
waa  rich  in  natural  romantic  beauties  of  rode, 
wood,  and  water;  and  tibat  in  my  ^mom  of 
life**  I  had  i4>propriated  the  finest  descriptions 
in  the  fiftf*^nt  dasaics  to  certain  f^^fn^w  there, 
which  were  thna  aaaociated  in  my  mind.  That 
when  all  this  waa  oonaidered,  I  should  certainly 
pass  a  part  of  the  year  at  home,  and  enjoy  it 
the  mora  from  Tariet^,  and  from  bringing  with 
me  a  share  of  the  mtellectual  stares  of  the 
mttropoUa.  He  liatened  to  aU  thia,  and  kindly 
**  hoped  it  flsig^t  be  as  I  now  suppoaed.** 


; 


bf  KtafBofetit 
hit  iMt  kman,  ti  nftir  wilh  Mi  hmn  to  ~ 

IhH  he  «M  killMi  to  ClH  vaj  ki  fight  with  Iks  i 

a  I  that  hia  kmmIbs  wara  hraQght  hoaM  aad 
lat ;  mi  that  tha  ldaa*a  haart  «w  alto  bnmsht  hack 
Brtad at  Maliwa.  — iMba*«  Ammmlt,  ii.  14S-1&1.  HMaa 
ha  cnwwtfrf  kemrt  la  Iha  anas  of  Douclat.  —  Caiaan. 
•  Mov,  atthaAMMMaoT  Sftas  taara  alaca  this  eoavana- 
I.  Iha  iilwiiHttu  which  I  hava  had  aBOpaartaoftT 
la  WartailBitar  Hall  haa  aoDTtoaad  BM  £t,  how. 
tha  aplaiaa  afPr.  JohMOo*t  lyl  Man4  mmf  hava 


He  said,  a  countrr  gi  ntlwisa  iIwbU  \n^ 
hia  lady  to  vint  London  aa  soon  u  he  aa,tlBi 


they  may  hare  agreeable  tepios  for 
tion  when  they  are  by  tliiaiwlifi. 

Aa  I  meditated  tryii^  mj  fertneia  W«a- 
minater  Hall,  our  oouTeraabon  turBedofMn  tke 
pimfeaaion  of  the  law  in  BngJand.  Joaam. 
**  You  nmat  not  indulge  toe  aangime  Wopn, 
should  you  be  called  to  our  bar.  Iwwtoii 
by  a  very  aenaible  lawyer,  Aat  there  are  a  pot 
many  elianoea  againat  any  man^asoessa  is  At 
proiesnon  of  the  law;  the  candidaisi  utn 
nnmeroua,  and  tiiose  who  get  latga  pradicsM 
few.  Heaaid,itwasbyBoniaanstrastkti 
of  good  parts  and  npocaCMn  n  ssica 


haTinff  bnaineaa,  though  he,  mdeedvaOavedtlirt 
if  su<£  a  man  could  but  appear  in  afevi 


merit  would  be  known,  and  he  weaM  fa 
forward;  but  that  the  great  riBkwm,4itt 
man  might  paaa  Uf  a  fietisM  m  the  laarn  i 
and  never  have  an  oppartaaiiy  of  Ajmisghi  ' 
ahiiitiea.'** 

We  talked  of  emploviMnt  being  dbmhirif 
neeesaary  to  preserve  Oe  mind  ftoss  vcaitii! 
and  growHV  fretftd,  capecially  in  thM  vW  1 
have  a  tendency  to  mdanehoiy;  and  I  ncs- 
tioned  to  him  a  aaying  whieih  aoaadMy  hiA 
related  of  an  Amencan  saevage.  wbo^  whmw 
European  waa  expatiating  on  afl  theadvastiiii  I 
of  money,  pot  due qnaataoa:  •*  W«l  it  purAs^ 
oeewpatiam^''     Jonmnr.   «*Depead  apoa  a. 


Sir,  thia  aaying  ia 
Sir,  meney  mV  puithaan  at  i.  wpaiinn ;  it  vii 
purchMo  aU  the  oonvenioieiea  of  life;ii^^ 
purcimae  variety  of  eompun';  itwfllpanhi* 
all  sorts  of  entertainment.**' 

ItalkedtohimofFonteff'a  "Yey^getaAt 
South  Seaa,** «  wUdi  jdennd  me ;  bat  I  fcavi 
he  did  not  like  it.  ''Sir,**  aaid  he,  **tha«  b» 
great  afleotation  of  fine  vrriting  in  it"  ^ 
wxLL.  ^  But  he  canies  yon  afang  with  Via.* 
JonraoN.  **No,  Sir;  he  doea  not  f"^^ 
along  with  him;  he  leavea  me  behod  vs. 
or  rather,  mdeed,  he  aeta  me  befere  hia 
for  he  makes  me  tan  over  masiy  Icaiei  m  • 
thne.** 

On  Sundar,  Septeoaber  91^  ^*«  «»t  ^  ^ 
church  of  Aahbonme,  whack  is  one  ^  ttr 
largeat  and  moat  luminona  that  I  !■««  itca  a 
any  town  of  the  aame  aian.  IfeltgreaiM' 
hakm  ia  considering  that  I  waa  fusfsrtri  a 
nrf  Mndnem  vot  solemn  poona  wenaip  a^  ^ 
seneiw  oDnouzreBoe  sam  BnmanoBMBe  v  "'^ 
kind* 
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Johnson  and  Tajlor  were  so  different  from 
each  other,  that  I  wondered  at  their  preaenrinff 
an  intifflaej.  llieir  baring  been  at  school  and 
college  together '  misht,  in  lome  desree,  account 
for  uii:  but  Sir  Joakaa  Bejrnolds  has  fur- 
nished me  with  a  stronger  reason;  for  Johnson 
mentioned  to  him,  tbat  he  had  been  told  bj 
Tajlor  he  was  to  be  bis  beir.  I  shall  not  take 
wpon  me  ta  animadvert  upon  this ;  bat  certain 
it  if  that  Johnson  paid  great  attention  to  Taj- 
br.  He  now,  howerer,  said  to  me,  **  Sir,  I 
lore  him ;  but  I  de  not  lore  bim  more ;  mj 
Rgird  for  hhn  does  not  increase.  As  it  is  said 
in  the  Apocrypha,  'bis  talk  is  of  bullocks.*  * 
I  do  not  suppose  be  is  very  fond  of  mr  com- 
ptnr.  His  nabits  are  by  no  means  sumcientlj 
clerical :  this  be  knows  that  I  see ;  and  no  man 
likes  to  live  under  tbe  eje  of  perpetual  disap- 
probation.** 

I  have  no  doubt  that  a  good  many  sermons 
were  composed  for  Taylor  by  Johnson.  At  this 
tine  I  Ibiind  upon  his  table  a  part  of  one  wbicb 
^  had  newly  b^nn  to  write :  and  Condopro 
Taifbro  appears  m  one  of  bis  diaries.  When 
to  these  curcnmatances  we  add  tbe  internal 
l^dence  from  tbe  power  of  thinking  and  style, 
in  the  coHecdon  which  tbe  Re verena  Mr.  Hayes 
had  publisiied,  with  the  sigmfiemi  title  ef 
"  Sermons  hfifcr  PMkaiiani  by  the  Reverend 
John  Taylor,  LL.D.,**  our  conviction  win  be 
oom^ete.' 

Itbowever,  would  not  bave  it  thouj^ht  that 
l)r.  Taylor,  though  he  could  not  wnte  like 
Mnaon,  (as,  indeed,  who  oould?)  did  not 
Kunetimes  cwnpoie  sermons  as  good  as  those 
vUdi  we  generally  bave  from  very  respectable 
'Srioes.^  He  showed  me  one  with  notes  on  the 
aurgia  in  Johnaoii*s  handwriting ;  and  I  was 
pnsent  when  he  read  another  to  Johnson,  that 
w  might  have  his  opinion  of  it,  and  Johnson 
»M  it  was  '•very  well.**  These,  we  may  be 
'(^  were  not  Johnson*s ;  for  he  was  above 
little  arts,  or  tricks  of  deception. 

Jolmson  was  by  no  mesns  of  opinion  that 
^yrjman  of  a  mmed  profession  should  con- 
■dcr  it  ss  iacambent  upon  him>or  as  necessary 
to  his  credit,  to  appear  as  an  author.  When, 
^  the  ardoor  of  ambitiofi  for  literary  fame,  I 
^^gmted  to  him  one  day  that  an  eminent  judge  * 
ud  nothing  of  it,  and  therefore  would  leave  no 
pcrwtnal  moonmcnt  cf  himself  to  posterity; 
"AUsI  Sir,**  said  Johnson,  "what  a  mass  of 
'tttfunon  should  we  have,  if  every  bishop,  and 
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every  judge,  eveiy  lawyer,  physieian,  and 
divine^  were  to  write  books!  *' 

I  mentioned  to  Johnsosi  a  respectable  penen 
of  a  very  strong  mind*,  who  had  little  ot  timt 
tendemesa  which  is  common  to  human  natinw; 
aa  an  instance  of  which,  when  I  suggested  to 
him  tiiat  he  diould  invito  his  son,  whohadbeai 
settled  ten  years  in  foreign  parts,  to  ooBM  hoHie 
and  pay  htm  a  visit,  hia  answer  was,  ''Ko,  no, 
let  Inm  mind  his  business.**  Johhsow.  ''I  do 
not  agree  with  bim,  Snr,  in  this.  Get^ig  money 
b  not  all  a. man*s  boabess:  to  cultivate  kindk 
ness  is  a  valuable  wt  of  tiie  business  of  bfe.** 

In  the  evening,  Johnson,  bdng  in  very  good 
spirits,  entertained  na  frith  seivml  ^araeter^ 
istical  portraitB :  I  regret  that  any  of  than 
csoapea  my^  retention  and  difisence.  I  found 
from  experience,  that  to  eelkct  my  friend*a 
ooBversation  so  aa  to  exhibit  it  with  any  degree 
of  its  original  flavour,  it  was  ueeesaaiy  to  write 
it  down  without  dday.  To  reoord  his  sayings, 
sAcr  some  distance  ea  time,  was  like  preterving 
or  pickling  lon^kept  and  fhded  fruits^  or  other 
vegetables,  whieii,  when  in  thai  sts^  have 
littte  or  nothing  of  their  taste  when  fresh. 

I  shall  present  m^  readers  with  a  series  of 
what  I  gathered  thia  evening  fttma  tite  John- 


««  My  friend,  the  late  Sari  of  Ootk;,  fp.  57.] 
had  ft  grwt  desire  to  nuuntain  tiie  uerary 
charaeter  of  his  family:  he  was  a  genteel 
man,  bnt  did  not  keep  un  tlm  dq|nity  of  hia 
rank.  He  was  so  generally  ehril,  that  nobody 
thanked  hhn  f<v  kT 

**  Did  we  not  hear  so  mueh  said  of  Jack 
Wilkes,  we  should  Aink  more  hi^y  of  hia 
eonvenation.  Jack  baa  a  great  vanefy  of  talk, 
Jadk  u  a  scholar,  and  Jack  has  the  aaanners 
of  a  sentleman.  But  after  heaiing  hia  name 
soondsd  from  pole  to  pole,  as  the  phoniz  of 
convivial  felicity,  we  are  disappointed  in  hia 
companv.  He  has  always  been  at  aie:  but  I 
would  oo  Jack  a  kindness,  rather  than  not. 
The  oonteat  is  now  over.** 

of  eenvexwtion  baa  deli- 


elegance:  Foote  makes  yon  hm^h 
more;  bnt  Foote  has  the  air  of  a  bofibon  paid 
ftr  entertaining  the  company.  He  indeed  well 
deserves  hmhire.*' 

**  Cottey  Gibber  onee  conanlted  me  aa  to  one 
of  hia  birttiday  odes  [ca^s^  p.  1S7.]  a  kng  time 
before  it  was  wanted.  I  objected  very  freely 
to  acferal  passage  i.    Gibber  loot  patience,  and 


death.  But  I  «m  afraid  It  will  not  qoflo  anawor  hii  pnrpoM : 
for  I  will  roniure  to  $mj,  that  there  u  one  a  man  In  Bnfland 
who  knoirt  anything  or  Dr.  Johnion't  pecollarftlei  of  ityle, 
MntlBMnt,  anoeompoaltion,  that  will  not  Initantly  pronoiioco 
thaie  MnnoBf  to  bo  hia.  Indeed,  thef  are  (Mnne  of  then  at 
leiit)  in  hit  very  beit  manner ;  and  Taylor  was  no  more 
*   of  vtMaa  ttieai  than  of  makins  an  epie 

m,  that  tho  mmimw  of  the  i  . 
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in  town ;  and  there  is  no  longer  in  the  ooimtrj 
that  power  and  inflaenoe  in  proprietors  of  land 
wbich  they  had  in  old  times,  and  which  made 
the  oonntrr  so  agreeable  to  them.  The  Laird 
of  Aachinieek  now  is  not  near  so  great  %  man 
as  the  Laird  of  Auchinleck  was  a  hiwdred 


yean  aeo. 

I  told  him,  tibnt  one  of  mj^  ancestors  never 
went  from  home  withoat  being  attended  hj 
thirty  men  on  horseback.  Johnson's  shrewd- 
ness and  spirit  of  inqnirr  were  exerted  npon 
every  occasion.  **Pray,  said  he,  **  how  did 
Tour  ancestor  support  his  thirty  men  and  thirty 
norses  when  he  went  at  n  distance  from  home, 
in  an  a^  when  there  was  hardly  any  asoney  in 
circulation  P**  I  suggested  the  same  difficulty 
to  a  friend  who  mentioned  Douglas's  going  to 
the  Holy  Lead  with  a  numerous  train  of  fbl- 
lowers.'  Douglas  could,  no  doubt,  maintain 
fbUowers  enoh^  while  liring  upon  his  own 
lands,  the  produce  of  which  supplied  them  with 
ibod ;  but  he  could  not  carry  toat  food  to  the 
Holy  Land ;  and  as  there  was  no  commerce  by 
which  he  could  be  supfrfied  with  money,  how 
could  he  maintain  them  in  foreign  countries  f 

I  suggested  a  doubt,  that  if  I  were  to  reside 
in  LoMon,  the  eaquiaito  lest  with  which  I 
relished  it  in  oeBisional  visitB  might  go  eff^  and 
I  might  crow  tired  of  it.  Jobhsov.  **  Wh]f , 
Sir,  you  mid  no  man,  at  all  intellectual,  who  is 
wilUnff  to  leare  London.  No,  Sir,  when  a  man 
is  tirra  of  London,  he  is  tired  of  life  ;  for  there 
is  in  London  aQ  that  life  can  afibrd.** 

To  obviate  his  apprehension,  that  by  settling 
in  London  I  miriit  oescrt  the  seatof  mv  anoe»- 
tors,  I  assured  him  that  I  had  old  feudal  prin- 
dples  to  a  degree  of  enthusiasm ;  and  tnat  I 
iut  all  the  tUeedo  of  the  natale  so&on.  I  re* 
minded  him,  that  the  Laird  of  Auchinleck  had 
an  elegant  house,  in  frmit  of  which  he  could 
ride  ten  niles  finrward  upon  his  own  territories, 
upon  which  he  had  upwards  of  six  hundred 
people  attached  to  him ;  that  the  familv  seat 
was  rich  in  natural  romantic  beauties  of  rock, 
wood,  and  water;  and  that  in  my  **mom  of 
life**  I  had  i4>propriated  the  finest  descriptions 
in  tfu»  ancient  HassiTf  to  certain  g<ienos  there, 
which  were  thus  sasociated  in  my  mind.  That 
when  all  this  was  eonndered,  I  should  certainly 
peas  a  part  of  the  year  at  home,  and  enjoy  it 
the  more  from  varie^,  and  from  bxinging  with 
me  a  share  of  the  mtellectual  stores  of  the 
metropolis.  He  listened  to  all  this,  and  kindly 
'*  hoped  it  mig^t  be  as  I  now  supposed.** 
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arhieh  I  havo  had  aa  ouaottiiotty 
of  ■ahlat  itt  Wiif  iaHai  Hall  hai  aapyfaiead  w  that,  bowl 

or  Dr.  JohMoo'i  lasal  Maud  BMT  havo 
*       of 


Bm  said,  a  countiT  genfkiisii  dMsU  \n^ 
lus  lady  to  vint  London  as  soon  ts  he  cat^tiai 
they  may  have  agreeable  topioi  for  eoawni* 
tion  whoi  tiiey  are  by  theuisflvfs. 

As  I  meditated  tryiiy  wj  fartos  is  Wnt* 
minster  Hall,  our  oonveraationtanni  spas  Ik 
piofeMiuii  of  the  law  in  Rnglsnd.  Joaans. 
*«  You  most  not  indulge  too  Bsagains  kfo. 
should  you  be  edled  to  our  bar.  I  v«  toM. 
by  a  very  sensible  lawyer,  that  there  «c  a  gnu 
many  cliances  against  sny  sun's  sneesM  n  Ik 
prolesskm  of  the  law;  the  csndi^tai  nta 
numerous,  and  those  who  get  large  pnctietn 
few.     He  said,  it  was  W  no  mesas  tree  tktt 

man  of  good  parts  and  annlieatisa  iianttf  , 
havnwbuaineas,  though  he,  mdeed,slls«edikl  t 

if  su«amancoald  mtt^tpeariaalRrcM^  ' 
his  merit  would  be  known,  sad  he  woeU  ^ 
forward;  but  that  the  greet  EiAwsi»lklt 
man  might  pern  half  a  fetime  iaAsfmg  | 
and  never  have  an  onportnMty 
abilities.*** 

We  talked  of  emploimaBjl 
neeessary  to  piescrve  the  mind  flea  wonnc 
and  growH^  frelM,  eapecially  in  thou  vk  1 
have  a  tendeney  to  mdaneholy;  sad  I  na- 
tioaed  to  him  a  srang  which  ssseeM;  kd 
related  of  an  American  aavage.  who,  vlMii 
European  was  expatiating  on  all  the  sdmtt^ 
of  money,  pnt  this  qaeetion ;  ^Wllitperck^ 

Sir,  this  saying  is  too  rsfinad  ibr  aaiei^  ^^ 
Sir,  money  wM  pnichaee  eee^MlMm;  ^  ^ 
purchase  aU  the  oonvenieBciee  ef  lifc;it^ 
purrhaae  variety  of  componv;  it  wil  ymik^ 
all  sorts  of  entertainment.'*' 

ItalkedtohiKofForstei^s  ""Voja^^*; 
Sooth  SeM,*'^  wUdipleaeed  see;  bet  Ite^t 
he  did  not  like  it.  ''Str,*'said  he,  **tbav  b» 
great  aflectation  of  fine  writing  in  it**  f^ 
WBLL.  **  But  he  carries  you  awng  viik  kc 
Jonaoir.  ««No,  Sir;  he  does  not  f"^ 
along  with  him;  he  leaves  me  behiad  ba. 
or  rather,  indeed,  he  eets  me  bcfae  ^■ 
for  he  mskes  me  tare  over  msny  kaiti  t^  * 


On  Sundav,  Septeadber  SI.,  we  w«t  to  ^ 
church  ef  Aihbourae,  mhUk  u  cm  ti  ^ 
largeet  and  moat  luminoaa  that  I  hue  m^  * 
any  town  of  the  aame  aiaob  I  lhltgratat» 
fh0tion  in  oonmdering  that  I  ^'■'"Wf*^/ 
my  fcndnees  fiir  solemn  poUb  wwmif  ^  "* 

knd* 
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Johnson  and  Ta/lor  were  bo  different  from 
each  other,  that  I  wondered  at  their  prcserrinff 
tn  iotimiej.  Tlieir  having  been  at  school  and 
coUege  together '  might,  in  some  deme,  ac<k>unt 
for  Sob:  but  Sir  JoBhoa  Rejnoida  has  fiir- 
niflhed  me  with  a  stronger  reason ;  for  Johnson 
nentiooed  to  him,  that  he  had  been  told  by 
T$jkt  he  was  to  be  his  heir.  I  shall  not  take 
apoD  me  to  animadvert  upon  this ;  bat  certain 
itii  that  Johnson  paid  great  attention  to  Tay- 
lor. He  BOW,  however,  said  to  me,  **  Sir,  I 
lore  hmi ;  but  I  do  not  lore  him  more ;  my 
nprd  for  him  does  not  increase.  As  it  issaid 
la  the  Apociypba,  'bis  talk  is  of  bullocki.*  * 
I  do  not  Bimpooe  he  is  very  fond  of  mv  com- 
piar  His  nabits  are  by  no  means  sufficiently 
dencal :  this  he  knows  that  I  see ;  and  no  man 
Ukei  to  live  under  the  eye  of  perpetual  disap- 
probation.** 

I  baye  no  doubt  that  a  good  many  sermons 
were  coapoaed  for  Taylor  by  Johnson.  At  this 
tine  I  fonid  npoa  his  table  a  part  of  one  which 
be  bad  newly  b^on  to  write :  and  Conewjnv 
Tiflaro  appears  m  one  of  his  diaries.  When 
to  these  eircnmataBces  we  add  the  internal 
endenee  from  the  power  of  thinking  and  style, 
ia  the  coDection  which  the  Reverend  Mr.  Hayes 
bad  published,   with  the  tigmjteani  utie  e£ 


Sermooa  Uft/or  PMkaiHm,  by  the  Reverend 

•  -  -  P,  Lr  '  " 

complete.* 


JUin  Taylor,  LL  J).,**  our  conviction  will  be 


I.Bowever,  would  not  have  it  thought  that 
1^' Taylor,  thonsh  he  could  not  write  like 
JohniQii,  (ts,  indeed,  who  could?)  did  not 
^'^ifetiincs  compoae  sermons  as  good  as  those 
vbich  we  merally  have  firom  very  respectable 
dirioei.^  He  showed  me  one  with  notes  on  the 
'^'fgia  IB  Johnson's  handwriting ;  and  I  was 
P'^t  when  he  read  another  to  Johnson,  that 
be  ought  have  his  opinion  of  it,  and  Johnson 
^  it  WIS  '^very  welL**  These,  we  nmv  be 
*u^  were  not  Johnson's ;  for  he  was  aMn-e 
uttle  arts,  or  tricka  of  deception. 

Johnson  was  by  no  means  of  opinion  that 
ercry  nan  of  a  ksmed  profession  should  con- 
■der  it  as  incnmbent  upon  him,  or  as  necessary 
^  his  credit,  to  ^pear  as  an  author.  When, 
« the  ardoor  of  ambition  for  literary  fame,  I 
l^vtted  to  him  one  day  that  an  eminent  judge  * 
bid  nothing  of  it,  and  therefore  would  leave  no 
pcToetual  moonnaent  of  himself  to  posterity ; 
*Alai!  Sir,**  said  Johnson,  ^what  a  mass  of 
tnfunon  ahonld  we  have,  if  every  bishop,  and 
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every  jndg^  every  lawyer,  physician,  and 
divine^  were  to  write  boon!  ** 

I  mentioned  to  Johnson  a  respectable  persen 
of  a  very  strong  mind^  who  had  Uttle  of  that 
tendemeas  whidi  b  coaamon  to  hnman  natnre; 
as  an  instance  of  which,  when  I  sugiested  to 
him  that  he  should  invitohis  son,  whonadbeen 
settled  ten  years  in  foreign  parts,  to  come  home 
and  pay  him  a  visit,  hia  answer  was,  **  No,  no, 
let  Inm  mind  his  faoainess.**  JoHxaav.  **I  do 
not  agree  with  him.  Sir,  in  this.  Gettmgmonev 
ia  not  aU  a  man*s  bnabMSs :  to  cultivate  kind- 
ness is  a  valuable  part  of  tiie  busmess  of  life.** 

In  the  evening,  Johnson,  being  in  very  good 
spirits,  entertained  na  with  serml  ^araeter^ 
istical  portraits:  I  regret  that  any  of  them 
eseapea  my^  reiention  snd  dilkence.  I  found 
from  experience,  tfaait  to  colwct  my  iHend*s 
oonversalion  so  aa  to  exhibit  it  with  any  degree 
of  ita  original  flavour,  it  was  necessniy  to  write 
it  down  without  dday.  To  reoord  hia  sayings, 
sftcr  some  distance  es  time,  was  like  preserving 
or  pickling  hm^kept  and  faded  frnits^  or  other 
vegetaUes,  whaeh,  when  in  that  stste,  hanre 
litae  or  nothing  of  their  taste  when  fresh. 

I  shall  present  m^  readers  widi  a  series  of 
what  I  gathered  tkia  ei«ning  from  tiK  John- 


«« Ify  friend,  the  late  Earl  of  Coe^  Pp.  57.] 
had  a  great  desire  to  nmintain  the  Inerary 
charaeter  of  his  family:  he  was  a  gantccl 
man,  but  did  not  keep  un  the  dignity  of  his 
rank.  He  was  ao  gaSermy  civil,  that  nobody 
thanked  him  for  it'' 

*  Did  we  not  hear  so  much  said  of  Jack 
WiDbea,  we  should  think  more  hi^y  of  hia 
eonvcrsathm.  Jadi  has  a  great  variety  of  talk. 
Jade  ia  a  scholar,  and  Jack  haa  the  aaanners 
of  a  sendenmn.  Bui  after  hearing  his  name 
somosd  from  pole  to  pole,  as  the  phmniz  of 
conrivial  felicity,  we  are  disappointed  in  hia 
companv.  He  lus  always  been  at  wm:  but  I 
wonld  do  Jack  a  kindaiesB,  rather  than  not. 
The  oonteat  is  now  over.** 

^  GaKri^*s  gaiety  of  oonversstion  haa  deli- 
caey  and  elsgance:  Foote  makes  yon  lan^ 
more;  but  Foote  haa  the  air  of  a  buffoon  paid 
for  entertaining  the  company.  He  indeed  well 
deservea  hia  hue." 

**  Cottey  Gibber  onee  oonaalted  nm  aa  to  one 
of  hia  Inrdiday  odes  [rndS^  p»  1S7.]  a  long  time 
befbre  it  was  wanted.  I  objected  very  freely 
to  aeteral  paasages.    Gibber  lost  patience,  and 


dootb.  But  I  am  afraid  ft  will  not  qnilo  anafpor  btf  purpOM : 
for  I  will  vonturo  to  mt.  that  thoro  la  not  a  man  tn  Bngland 
wbo  knowf  anrtblng  of  Dr.  Johnton*i  pocaltarHlaa  of  ityto, 
MtttlnMnt,  and  eompMlClon,  that  will  not  Initantly  pronoiinco 


to  bo  hU.    lodood,  thcj  aro  (lono  of  tbon  at 
looat)  In  hia  rory  boat  mannor ;  and  Tajrior  was  no  moro 
'   of  wffttaf  dioa  than  of  aaoUMaa  opte  pof».*'j^ 

atlo  waa  Mr.Hafaa't ;  aad  yat It  woma 
iBcrodlblo  that  Dr.  Taylor  eonid  have  moant  to  havo  prae. 
tSiad  Mieh  a  doeaptloa.    Than  can  ha  no  jaulit  that  Iho  tor* 

JobaaoB*! CaauM,  1M7. 

—  CaoKsn. 

tho  idMMrt 
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in  town ;  md  there  k  no  longer  in  the  ooontrj 
that  power  and  influence  in  proprietors  of  bma 
which  thej  had  in  old  times,  and  which  made 
the  oonntiT  bo  agreeable  to  them.  The  Laird 
ul[  Anchinle^  now  ia  not  near  bo  great  a  man 
as  the  Laird  of  Auchinleck  waa  a  hundred 


CO. 


I  tcMd  him,  that  one  of  my  anoestors  never 
went  fit>m  home  without  being  attended  hr 
thktj  men  on  horBebaek.  Johnson*8  afarewa- 
ncBB  and  spirit  of  inquinr  were  exerted  upon 
everj  occasion.  ^P^j,  said  he,  **how  did 
Tour  ancestor  support  his  tlurtj  men  and  thirty 
BWBes  when  he  went  at  a  distance  from  home, 
in  an  a|^  when  there  was  hardlj  an j  monej  in 
circulation  f  **  I  suggested  the  same  difficulty 
to  a  (riend  who  mentioned  Douglas's  going  to 
the  Holy  Land  with  a  numerous  train  of  fol- 
lowers.^ Douglas  could,  no  doubt,  maintain 
fiillowers  enotigh  while  liTing  upon  his  own 
lands,  the  produce  of  which  supplied  them  with 
food;  bnt  he  could  not  carry  toat  food  to  the 
Holy  Land ;  and  as  there  was  no  commerce  by 
which  he  oould  be  supplied  with  money,  haw 
could  he  maintain  them  in  foreign  countries  f 

I  Bugcested  a  doubt,  that  if  I  were  to  reside 
in  LoMm,  the  eiquiaitc  lest  with  which  I 
relished  it  in  oeeasional  ristta  aught  go  eff^  and 
I  might  STOW  tired  of  it.  Johhsobt.  **  Wh^, 
Sir,  you  find  no  man,  at  all  intellectual,  who  is 
wilfinff  to  leaive  London.  No,  Sir,  when  a  man 
ia  tirra  of  London,  he  is  tired  of  life  f  for  there 
is  in  London  aU  that  life  can  aflbnL** 

To  obriato  his  apprdieBsion,  that  by  settling 
in  London  I  micht  oesert  the  seatof  mT  anoes- 
ton,  I  aasnred  him  that  I  had  old  feucui  nrin- 
cinles  to  a  degree  of  enthusiasm;  and  taat  I 
Alt  all  the  tUeedo  of  the  nalale  soten.  I  re- 
minded him,  that  the  Laird  of  Auchinleck  had 
an  el^iant  house,  in  front  of  which  he  could 
ride  ten  miles  fbrward  i^n  his  own  territories, 
upon  which  he  had  upwards  of  six  hundred 
people  attached  to  him;  that  the  fiunilr  scat 
was  rich  in  natural  romantic  beauties  of  rock, 
wood,  and  water;  and  that  in  my  '*mom  of 
life**  I  had  appropriated  the  finest  descriptions 
in  the  ancient  cIiiiMics  to  certain  scenes  there, 
which  were  thus  associated  in  my  mind.  Hint 
when  all  this  waa  eonudered,  I  should  certainly 
paas  a  part  of  the  year  at  home,  and  enjoy  it 
the  morefhNn  Tarie^,  and  firom  bringing  with 
me  a  share  of  the  mtellectnal  stores  of  the 
metropolis.  He  listened  to  aU  this,  and  kindly 
^*  hoped  it  mig^t  be  as  I  now  apposed.** 


tMimfi  bf  Kills  BofeartBnMtki 
wttb  Mi  hmn  to  '        ' 


toiiii,  to 

to  Juiill  n'  t  tb«  npuldm  of  MrLw^t  vhMi 

losv«U  mm  to  IWlow)  Im  dM 


ttot  hm  ««  klltai  bv  tin  wmy  la  Sffal  wtth  IIm  t 

SI  thai  hte  wulm  w«r«  broofM  boiM  SDd 
M ;  and  Um  tha  ktof't  haart  «w  abo  br 
irtodatllalraaa.—i«a&a'«JmMl«.li.l4S>IM:  Haaaa 
tlia  €nmme4  ktmi  to  th*  araw  of  DoucIm.  --Caflasa. 
•  M««,  at  llMdlitoMa  of  flftaw  vaan  iiaca  tbto  ooBvana. 
i*  Um  nhaw  i  allau  which  I  hava  had  an  opiiartnattr 
la  Wartorioitor  Hall  haa  eoovtoead  ma  that,  how- 
or  Dr.  Johaaoa'i  lifai  Mood  mar  iMva 

of 


He  said,  a  oountiT  gentlemsa  fhesU  briig  | 
his  lady  to  ririt  London  as  soon  u  he  cw^ttal  | 
they  may  have  agreeable  topia  ftr  canv» 
tion  whan  they  are  by  themsdvea 

Am  I  meditated  trying  mjfortaBsii  Wc*- 
minster  Hall,  our  confeiTsation  tamed  ipsi  the  ! 
pt^ofeMioB  of  the  law  in  England.   Jsasm.  j 
M  You  mnst  not  indulge  too  aaagube  Vopo^  | 
should  you  be  called  to  ourbv.    IwsitoU.  , 
by  a  Tery  sensible  lawyer,  Aat  there  aetfrea  | 
many  dumoeB  against  any  man's  soBMiiDtk  . 
proMeeion  of  tte  law;  the  caodidslei  mm  | 
numerous,  and  those  who  get  large prMtkeio 
fbw.     HeaaidfitwasbyBoauBBSlmtKrtBi 
man  t^  good  parts  and  appKcslisn  ii  mnd  i 
harinff  business,  tiwugh  he,  mdeediBDeeedtkik  I 
if  snimaman  could  but  appear  in  a  far  en« 
his  merit  woM  be  known,  and  he  wesU  ^ 
forward;  but  that  the  sreat  nkmm,^^ 
man  might  pass  half  a  melune  m  the  csBti. 
and  never  have  an  opportaH^  ef  ibMnsg  ai 
abilities."* 

We  talked  of 
neoessary  to  present  tfte 
and  growing  frelfttl,  especially  in  thM  W  { 
hsnre  a  tsndency  to  mrianrhoiy;  sod  I  ■» 
tioned  to  him  a  aiding  wUcft  somebody  W 
related  of  an  Amencan  aacsage,  wbo^  vha  • 
European  was  expatiating  on  all  the  adway 
of  money,  put  this  qnastioB:  '^Wiliipsrckaa 
oecapcrftenf  **  Jmnamr.  <*Depend  ap«  <» 
Sir,  this  Baying  is  too  reimmlftrnaim^  i>f 
Sir,  money  aaV  pMiTlisae  iinuiMliMi ;  k  «*^ 
purchase  aU  the  eonvenieaciea  of  life;  iivil 
purchase  Tariety  of  eompniiT;  it  wil  pwiksa 
all  sorts  of  entertaiament.**^ 

ItaDcedtohimofForateB's  ''VeTBgeto** 
Soath  Seaa,''^  whidi pleased  me;  but  I  faivl 
he  did  not  like  it.  ''Sir,**8aid  he,  -".thoes* 
great  aflectation  of  fine  writing  in  it.'  Bat* 
wmum  ^  But  he  carries  yon  afang  with  \m- 
Jonraon.  '*Ko,  Sir;  he  does  not  f"^^ 
along  with  him;  he  leavca  me  behind  ». 
or  nUher,  mdeed,  he  aete  me  beCire  k*. 
for  he  makes  me  tarn  orer  ■""  !•«»«  m  » 


todr 

if* 

■an 


On  Sunday,  September  SI^ 
dnireh  of  Ashbonnie, 


laigeat  and  most  luminoaa  that  I 
any  town  of  tfie  aame  siaa.    I  fUt 

nWtion  itt  consBoeixttK  taia  X 
nry  fimdnem  fst  solsBnn 
general  ooowmeaoe  and 
kind* 


Wtht 
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Johnson  ind  Tajlor  were  so  different  from 
each  other,  that  I  wondered  at  their  preaeryinff 
an  intimMcy.  Xhdr  haTing  been  at  school  and 
coUwe  together '  mieht,  in  some  deme,  acdount 
for  this:  but  Sir  Joahua  BejnoTds  has  fur* 
niihed  me  with  a  stronger  reason;  for  Johnson 
oeotaoned  to  him,  that  he  had  been  told  hj 
Tftjisr  he  wis  to  be  his  heir.  I  shall  not  take 
upon  me  to  animadvert  upon  this ;  but  certain 
it  is  that  Johnson  paid  great  attention  to  Tay- 
lor. He  BOW,  howerer,  said  to  me,  ^  Sir,  I 
lore  hnn ;  but  I  do  not  love  him  more ;  mj 
ngird  for  him  does  not  increase.  As  it  issaid 
in  the  Apocrypha,  'lus  talk  is  of  buDocks.*  * 
I  do  not  suppose  he  is  very  Ibnd  of  my  com- 
ptnr.  Eh  oabits  are  by  no  means  sumciently 
dcncil:  this  he  knows  that  I  see;  and  no  man 
Ckcs  to  CTe  nnder  the  eye  of  perpetual  disi4>- 
probttion.** 

I  have  no  doubt  that  a  good  many  sermons 
vcre  mraposed  for  Taylor  by  Johnson.  At  this 
tisK  I  foiDid  upon  his  table  a  part  of  one  which 
he  had  newly  beffon  to  write :  and  CancMpro 
Tmfioro  appears  in  one  of  his  diaries.  When 
to  these  orcnmstaiicea  we  add  the  intemid 
eridenee  from  the  power  of  thinking  and  style, 
a  the  coQectioB  whidi  the  Reyerena  Mr.  Hayes 
W  pabUsfaed,  widi  the  rngmfioant  tide  ef 
**  Seraoos  l^far  I^iiUeaiion^  by  the  Reverend 
Mn  Taylor,  LL.D.,**  our  conviction  will  be 
compete.* 

Ii  nowever,  would  not  have  it  thought  that 
Dr.  Taylor,  thonsh  he  could  not  write  like 
Johnson,  (ss,  indeed,  who  could?)  did  not 
Mnetimcs  compose  sermons  as  good  as  those 
*hidi  we  flenerally  have  tram  very  respectable 
Klines.  ^  He  showed  me  one  with  notes  on  the 
aargin  in  Johnson's  handwriting ;  and  I  was 
pr^t  when  he  read  another  to  Johnson,  that 
be  might  have  his  opinion  of  it,  and  Johnson 
«id  It  was  ••verr  wefl."  These,  we  mav  be 
^^  were  not  Johnson's ;  for  he  was  above 
Ittle  u%  or  tricki  of  deception. 

Johnson  was  by  no  means  of  opinion  that 
nerr  nan  of  a  learned  profeswon  uiould  con- 
^  it  ss  iacnmhent  upon  hwn»or  as  necessary 
*«  his  credit,  to  appear  as  an  author.  When, 
« the  ardour  of  ambition  for  literary  fame,  I 
^Vetted  to  him  one  day  that  an  eminent  judge* 
■•d  nothing  of  it,  and  therefore  would  leave  no 
^craetoal  moDQflB«nt  of  himself  to  posterity; 
"Aias!  Sir"  said  Johnson,  ^what  a  mass  of 
'(Afasion  should  we  have,  if  every  bishop,  and 


pL  IS.  n.  1.^  Cmkw,  IMT. 

xssvltt.  V.  tt.     Th«  whole  rtiiplf 

nhtttratkNi  of  Um  Mpmlori^  of 

jroM  and  UllMrate...  Beswux. 

!•  BwlM^i  **  Biittrtom  oo  lh«  Fmeb  Btfolo. 


to  Dr. 


«w«llMtUaMrit.'  ktoavohin* 

Dr.  Tiqrior.  pnbtmtuf  9l  WmI- 

itowMaaold  (rtmad  aiidach«»l. 


bf  the  DectOT. 


oaoamiethto 
tobt  >«>Hthed  after 


evory  judge,  evoy  laurer,  phyrician,  and 
divine^  were  to  write  boool  ** 

I  mentioned  to  Johntos  a  respectable  persan 
of  a  very  stroog  mind^  who  had  little  of  thai 
tenderness  which  is  common  to  human  natare; 
aa  an  instanoe  of  which,  when  I  suggested  to 
him  that  he  should  invitehis  son,  wholiadbeen 
settled  ten  yens  in  foreign  parti,  to  cone  hosne 
and  pay  htm  a  visit,  his  answer  was,  **No,  no, 
let  Inm  mind  his  business."  Joiniaov.  '*  I  do 
not  agree  with  him.  Sir,  in  this.  Getting  monev 
b  not  all  a  man*s  buabMSs :  to  cultivate  kind- 
ness is  a  valuable  part  of  Ae  business  of  life.*' 

Li  the  evening,  Johnson,  b«ng  in  very  good 
sptrils,  enlertamed  aa  with  several  charader* 
istioal  portraits:  I  regret  that  any  of  them 
csespea  my^  retention  and  diligence.  I  firand 
iWmi  experience,  ^aft  to  colfect  my  iHend*s 
oenvcrsation  so  aa  to  eunfait  it  with  any  degree 
of  its  original  flavour,  it  was  neoessary  to  write 
it  down  without  dday.  To  reoord  his  sayings, 
after  some  distance  of  time,  was  like  preserving 
or  pickfing  lon^kept  and  Med  fruits^  or  other 
veffet^des,  wkmh,  when  in  Aat  state,  hsnre 
litne  or  noAing  of  their  taste  when  fresh. 

I  shall  prcaant  mj  readers  wiA  a  series  of 
what  I  gathered  thia  enening  fttan  dw  John- 


««  My  friend,  Ite  late  Earl  of  Cofk,  [p.«7.] 
had  a  groat  desire  to  maintain  the  uterary 
charaeter  of  his  ftsafly:  he  was  a  gaateel 
man,  but  did  not  keep  un  the  dq^nity  of  his 
rank.  He  was  so  geaermy  eivii,  that  nobody 
thanked  him  for  it.*^ 

*IMd  we  not  hear  so  much  said  of  Jack 
Wilkes,  we  should  Aink  more  hi^y  of  his 
conversation.  Jadi  has  a  great  vanety  of  talk. 
Jade  is  a  scholar,  and  Jack  haa  the  manners 
of  a  sentlemaii.  But  after  hearing  his  name 
Boonasd  from  pde  to  pole,  as  the  phmniz  of 
conrivial  felicity,  we  are  disappointed  in  hia 
companv.  He  naa  always  beoi  at  me:  but  I 
would  no  Jack  a  kindness,  rather  than  not. 
The  oonteat  is  now  over. 

Garrickli  gaiety  of  eonversation  haa  deli- 


eaey  and  elc|pinoe:  Foote  makes  yon  lau^h 
more;  but  Foote  haa  the  air  of  a  buibon  paid 
ftr  entertainini^  the  company.  He  indeed  weU 
deserves  his  hire. 

^  Gottey  Gibber  onee  conaulted  me  aa  to  one 
of  his  liirUiday  odes  [mHiii,  pw  1S7.]  a  long  time 
beftire  it  was  wanledl  I  objected  very  freely 
to  aev«ral  passages.    Gibber  lost  patience,  and 


death.  But  I  am  afraid  It  will  not  quite  anawer  hia  rarpoae : 
for  I  will  veatnre  to  mt.  that  there  la  nnt  a  man  In  England 
who  kaowf  anrthlof  or  Dr.  Johntoa'i  pecnllaritlea  of  ityle, 
•enUmeBt,  aaaeompoaltion.  that  will  notlnitantlj  pronounce 
theae  lermoBf  to  be  hia.  Indeed,  thej^are  (aome  of  them  at 
loaat)  in  hia  Terybeat  manner^ 

01  wiftoia 

titio  waa  Mr.Bafaa'a ;  and  yet'lt  aeema 
incredible  timl  Or.  Teyinr  eoald  have  meant  to  have  prac- 
tlaed  meh  a  deeepllaa.  Thave  ean  bo  no  aaiM  tbaS  Ite  ler* 
■CM  vera  JohaaaB*^.Caous,  1M7. 

«  PwbaWf  Lotd  ManiSflit  ^CaoMn, 

»  aemeomhiatehor.  LMdAiidWBleck:  and  the  ^bacnt 


inoceo,  inej  are  (lome  or  inem  ar 

Manner ;  and  Tat  lor  wu  no  more 

thai  of  maktag  an  epie  poem.**  — 

m,  that  the  enndonr  oTthe  f^pM^Mf 

Jo  waa  Mr.Bapaa*! ;  and  yet  It  aeema 


I 


556 


BOSWELUS  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON, 


1777. 


would  not  read  his  ode  to  an  end.  When  we 
had  done  with  criticinn  we  walked  over  to 
Eichardson*8,  the  author  of  *  Clarissa,*  and  I 
wondered  to  find  Richardson  displeased  that  I 
'  ^d  not  treat  Gibber  with  more  reqteet,'  Now, 
Sir,  to  talk  of  respect  for  a  P^'Bt  I  *" '  (smil- 
ing disdainfully,)  Boswell.  **ljiere,  Sir,  you 
are  always  heretical:  you  neyer  will  allow 
merit  to  a  player.**  Johhsoh.  *^  Merit,  Sirl 
what  merit  f  Do  you  respect  a  rope-dancer  or 
a  ballad-singer P**  Boswbll.  **No,  sir;  but 
we  respect  a  great  player,  as  a  man  who  can 
conoeiye  lofty  sentunents,  and  can  express 
them  gracefully.**  Jomisoir.  **WhatI  Sir,  a 
fellow  who  claps  a  hump  on  his  back,  and  a 
lump  on  his  leg,  and  cries,  *  I  am  Richard  the 
Third  f*  Nay,  Sir,  a  ballad-singer  is  a  higher 
man,  for  he  does  two  things ;  he  repeats  and 
he  sings :  there  is  both  recitation  and  music  in 
his  performance;  the  player  only  recites.** 
BoswsLL.  **•  My  dear  Sir,  you  nuiy  turn  any 
thixig  into  ridicule.  I  allow,  that  a  player  of 
farce  is  not  entitled  to  respect;  he  does  a  little 
thing;  but  he  who  can  represent  exalted  cha^ 
racten,  and  touch  the  noblest  passions,  has 
very  respectable  powers ;  and  mankind  have 
agreed  in  admiring  great  talents  for  the  stage. 
We  must  consider,  too,  that  a  great  player  does 
what  very  few  are  enable  to  do;  his  art  is  a 
very  rare  fiiculty.  Who  can  repeat  Hamlet's 
soliloquy,  *  To  be,  or  not  to  be,*  as  Grarrick 
does  it  ?  JoHirsoR.  ^  Any  body  may.  Jemmy, 
there  (a  boy  about  eight  years  old,  who  was  m 
the  room ),  will  do  as  wdl  in  a  week.**  Bos- 
WBLL.  *'  No,  no,  Sir :  and  as  a  proof  of  the 
merit  of  great  acting,  and  of  the  value  which 
mankind  set  upon  it,6arrickhas  got  a  hundred 
thousand  pounds.**  Johhsox.  ^'Is  getting  a 
hundred  thousand  pounds  a  proof  of  excellence? 
That  has  been  done  by  a  scoundrel  commis- 
sary.** 

This  was  most  fallacious  reasoning.  I  was 
etwe^  for  once,  that  I  had  the  best  side  of  the 
argument  I  boldly  maintained  the  just  dis- 
tinction between  a  tragedian  and  a  mere  thea- 
trical droll;  between  those  who  rouse  our 
terror  and  pity,  and  those  who  only  make  us 
laugh.  *«  If,**  said  I,  ""Betterton  and  Foote 
were  to  walk  into  this  room,  you  would  respect 
Betterton  much  more  than  Foote.**  Jobnsok. 
^If  Betterton  were  to  walk  into  this  room  with 
Foote,  Foote  would  soon  drive  him  out  of  it. 
Foote,  Sir,  ouaienus  Foote,  has  powers  superior 
to  them  all.^** 


1  Johnson  M«mt  to  have  had  •  pertonal  piqtie  againit 
Cibber.  I  hope  It  had  Mwne  hotter  gioiinds  than  hit  baTlnv 
kept  Johnson  waiting  In  Lord  Chefl«rfl«ld*s  ante-room  («mw, 
p.  M.  n.  S).  Clbbor  was  not  merely  a  good  actor,  but  one  of 
the  belt  of  oar  comic  dramatlatt. — CnoKsa. 

3  •«  The  fact  was,**  ny  Murphy,  **  that  Jotanion  could  not 
■ee  the  paMloni  ai  they  rote  and  chased  one  another  In  the 
▼arled  features  of  the  expressive  fkoe  of  Garrldi.*'  Mr.  Mur- 
phy  remembered  being  In  coDversatkm  with  JoluuoB  naar  the 
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Ptrtmud    Ditpmin,  —  Dmk* 
Burk§*a    Dtfimitiom    of    a 

—  Jlam.  —  The  0^ri$t 
Mtmgo  CanqML-^Dr.  Tojfhf't  BwlLitf.^ 
•*  JSaep  ai  plttp»**  —  JWmMry.  —  IlodaUr't 
PoamM.  —  Rior,  —  ffjfpochomdna,  —  Ank  — 
Hamtr  amd  VirgiL'— Lard  Baeom.  —  Tcfiam 
BmmeUrk'^GraUgtr'M  **  Odt  on  SaHtrnk."- 
Muiie,  —  Happmeu,  —  JWnre  State.  —  52m 
TVodle.  —  American  Indepemdenee.  —  Comqim 
of  Parliament.  —  Planting **  Oddity  Jolumm,' 

—  Decieion  of  the  Neyro  Comae.  —  Afr.  Semdm 
Waeh.  —^  jidnee  to  Travawrii*  —  Cen'tipeedam. 

Oh  Monday,  September  22^  when  at  hreakfiit, 
I  unguardedly  sud  to  Dr.  Johnson,  **  I  visk  I 
saw  jou  and  Mrs.  Macaulay  together.**  He 
grew  yeiy  angry;  and,  after  a  pause,  wlule  t 
cloud  gathered  on  his  brow,  he  burst  oat,  '^Xo. 
Sir ;  you  would  not  see  us  quarrel,  to  mab 
you  sport.  Don*t  you  know  that  it  is  tcrr 
undyil  to  pit  two  people  against  one  another? 
Then,  checking  himself,  and  wishing  to  be 
more  gentle,  he  added,  **!  do  not  saj  joo 
should  be  hanged  or  drowned  for  this;  bat  it 
it  yery  unciyil.**  Dr.  Taylor  thought  him  in 
the  wrong,  and  spoke  to  him  piiyatelTof  it; 
but  I  afterwards  acknowledged  to  Johnsoo 
that  I  was  to  blame,  for  I  candidly  owned 
that  I  meant  to  express  a  desire  to  see  i 
contest  between  Mr8.Macaulay  and  him ;  bat 
thien  I  knew  how  the  contest  would  end;  to 
that  I  was  to  see  him  triumph.  J0H11S05. 
^  Sir,  you  cannot  be  sure  how  a  contest  yiO 
end ;  and  no  num  has  a  rieht  to  cngsge  two 
people  in  a  dispute  by  which  their  passioni 
may  be  inflamed,  and  they  may  part  with 
bitter  resentment  against  each  other.  IwouU 
sooner  keep  company  with  a  man  from  whoa 
I  must  guard  my  pockets,  than  with  a  man 
who  contriyes  to  bring  me  into  a  dispate  with 
somebody  that  he  may  hear  it    Tbii  is  the 

ffreat  fault    of '  (naming   one  of  onr 

friends),  endeayouring  to  introduce  a  sabject 
upon  which  he  knows  two  people  in  the  com- 
pany difler."  Boswxll.  **But  he  told  me, 
Sir,  he  does  it  for  instruction.**  Jomrsos. 
"  Whateyer  the  motiye  be,  Sir,  the  man  who 
does  so,  does  wery  wrong.  He  has  no  dor 
right  to  instruct  hunself  at  such  risk,  thin  he 
has  to  make  two  people  fight  a  duel,  that  he 
may  learn  how  to  defend  himself.* 

side  of  the  icenee.  during  the  traffedj  of  Kins  Vm  -  y^ 
Garrick  came  off  the  stage,  he  laM,  ^  Yoo  two  talk  m  !«». 
yoa  dettroT  all  rar  feeltngi*'  — "  Prithee,**  repNed  Jotoaw. 
^  do  not  talk  of  feelingi ;  Punch  hai  no  feellf«t.'*->Cu«<«- 


leikn 


*  Mr.  Laagton  ii.  no  doaU.  neaot  here,  aad  in  0*w»t 
paragraph.     See  ami,  pp.  Ssa  »».  and  fl9t^  ^J^'^Hl 
cauee  or  Johmon*e  fraqueat  nod  frecftd 
complaint.  ^  Cbokbiu 


^T.69. 


BOSWELL'S  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


557 


He  found  great  &ult  with  a  gentleman  of 
our  aoquaintanoe  for  keeping  a  bad  table. 
"Sir,"  said  he,  ''when  a  man  is  invited  to 
dinner,  he  is  diBappointed  if  he  does  not  set 
lomething  good.  X  advised  Mrs.  Thrale,  wno 
has  no  csrd-^^arties  at  her  hoiue,  to  give  sweet- 
meits,  and  inch  ffood  things,  in  an  evening,  as 
ire  not  oommomy  given,  and  she  would  find 
oompanj  enough  come  to  her ;  for  every  bodj 
lores  to  have  thin^  which  please  the  palate 
put  in  their  waj^  without  trouble  or  prepara- 
tioo."*  Such  wss  his  attention  to  the  mhmtUB 
of  life  snd  manners. 

He  thus  characterised  the  Duke  of  Devon- 
ihire*,  grandfather  of  the  present  represent- 
itlve  of  that  verj  respectable  familj :  ^  He 
waa  not  a  man  of  superior  abilities,  but  he  was 
s  man  strictlv  faithful  to  his  word.  If,  for 
insUacCf  he  had  promised  you  an  acorn,  and 
none  had  ffrown  that  year  in  his  woods,  he 
would  not  nave  contented  himself  with  that 
excuse :  he  would  have  sent  to  Denmark  for 
it.  So  unconditional  was  he  in  keeping  his 
word ,-  80  hi^h  as  to  the  point  of  honour.** 
This  was  a  uberal  testimony  from  the  Tory 
Johnson  to  the  virtue  of  a  great  Whig  noble- 
nan. 

Mr.  Burke's  '*  Letter  to  the  Sheriffs  of 
Bristol,  on  the  Affairs  of  America,**  being 
mentioned,  Johnson  censured  the  composition 
Buch,  and  he  ridiculed  the  definition  of  a  free 
government ;  viz.  ^  For  any  practical  purpose, 
it  is  what  the  people  thinks  so.**  *'I  will  let 
the  Kixig  of  France  govern  me  on  those  con- 
ditions,** laid  he,  **  for  it  is  to  be  governed  just 
u  I  please.**  And  when  Dr.  Taylor  talked  of 
a  prl  being  sent  to  a  parish  workhouse,  and 
i*ked  how  much  she  could  be  obliged  to  work, 
**  Why,**  said  Johnson,  ^  as  much  as  is  reason- 
tUe ;  and  what  is  that  F  as  much  as  she  thinks 
nafonable.** 

I)r.  Johnson  obligingljr  proposed  to  carry 
ae  to  see  Dam,  a  romantic  scene,  now  belong- 
iE;r  to  a  family  of  the  name  of  Fort,  but 
f/rnerly  the  seat  of  the  Congreves.'  I  suppose 
it  is  well  described  in  some  of  the  tours. 
Johnson  described  it  distinctly  and  vividly ;  at 
vhjoh  I  coold  not  but  express  to  him  my 
vooder;   because,  though  my  eyes,   as   he 

>  -Of—cawtoSy*!  mtOTtttaiaMfits  1m  nld.  *  What  BtgnlfiM 
r-mi  tkitter  ?  tiMra  to  DcUht r  mtemi,  drimk,  nor  talk,*  *' 
"^hm». .  Ciosm. 

*  WiiiiMi,  thM  D«k«  of  DtToiuhtri.  who  died  In  I78S. 
Kit  kaovtadM  of  the  Doke  of  Deronthlro  bo  derived,  no 
i«^  freoi  Dr.  Tarlor  and  Mr.  Fiuherbert.  —  Cboki*. 

*  This  h  •  artatako.  Tho  ^orfi  had  been  Mated  at  Ilam 
t«*  o«t  oT  mtaid  ;  and,  porhapt,  derived  their  name  from 
*^  cwrev  paaa  Into  Doredale.  Congrere  had  vUlted  that 
'mdf  et  Han ;  and  kH  iMf.  that  la,  tke  hemek  <m  whieh  be 
•-■vtiinte  lat.  In  the  faident,  oacd  to  be  ■bown ;  thto,  Mr. 
v^Mitd  Port— one  or  the  andent  farolljr,  and  now  vlear  of 
I  *ii~thioka  vaa  the  caiue  of  Mr.  Botwell's  error.  Ilam 
•••  itoce  paeaed  Into  the  handa  of  Mr.  WaUa  Riuaell,  who 
yt  tfp\uf4  Iho  old  raildenee  of  the  PorU  by  a  atatelr 
r^b«  aamloD CnoKta.  IS3]. 

*  $0  food  are  people  of  bbrleatlng  aneedotea,  that  the 
O'^^cr  et  Ilam  told  mo  that  It  was  Joboion  himself  who 
^  «4d«  this  experiment.  But  thfre  Is  no  doubt  that  the 
r-'t  tinhs  soddeoly  Into  the  earth  behind  a  hill  above  the 
'/''J.  ad  borsU  out  again  about  four  miles  below.— 
t  •(•ft.ta. 


observed,  were  better  than  his,  I  could  not  by 
an^  means  e<}ual  him  in  representing  visible 
objects.  I  said,  the  difference  between  us  in 
this  respect  was  as  that  between  a  man  who 
has  a  bad  instrument,  but  plays  well  on  it,  and 
a  man  who  has  a  good  instrument,  on  which 
he  can  play  very  imperfectly. 

I  recollect  a  very  fine  amphitheatre,  sur- 
rounded with  hills  covered  with  woods,  and 
walks  neatly  formed  along  the  side  of  a  rocky 
steep,  on  the  quarter  next  the  house,  witn 
recesses  under  projections  of  rock,  oversha- 
dowed with  trees ;  m  one  of  which  recesses,  we 
were  told,  Congreve  wrote  his  **  Old  Bachelor.** 
We  viewed  a  remarkable  natural  curiosity  at 
Earn;  two  rivers  bursting  near  each  other 
from  the  rock,  not  from  inmiediate  springs,  but 
afler  having  run  for  many  miles  unaer  ground. 
Flott,  in  his  ^'History  of  Staffordshire  **  (p.  69.), 
gives  an  account  of  this  curiosity ;  but  John- 
son would  not  believe  it,  though  we  had  the 
attestation  of  the  gardener,  who  said  he  had 
put  in  corks  ^,  where  the  river  Mangold  sinks 
into  the  eround,  and  had  catched  them  in  a 
net,  placed  before  one  of  the  openings  where 
the  water  bursts  out.  Indeed,  such  subter- 
raneous courses  of  water  are  found  in  various 
parts  of  our  fflobe.' 

Talking  of  Dr.  Johnson*s  unwillinsness  to 
believe  extraordinary  things,  I  ventured  to  say, 
^  Sir,  you  come  near  Hume*s  argument  against 
miracles,  that  Mt  is  more  probable  witnesses 
should  lie,  or  be  mistaken,  than  that  they 
should  happen.***  Johnson.  "Why,  Sir, 
Hume,  takinff  the  proposition  simply,  is  richt.^ 
But  the  Christian  revelation  is  not  proved  by 
the  miracles  alone,  but  as  connected  with  pro- 
phecies, and  with  the  doctrines  in  confirmation 
of  whidi  the  mirades  were  wrought.** 

He  repeated  his  observation,  that  the  dif- 
ferences among  Christians  are  really  of  no 
consequence.  "  For  instance,**  said  he,  ^  if  a 
Protestant  objects  to  a  Papist, '  You  worship 
images;*  the  Papist  can  answer,  *I  do  not 
insist  on  your  doin^^it;  you  may  be  a  very 
good  Papist  without  it ;  I  do  it  only  as  a  help 
to  my  devotion.***  I  said,  the  great  article  of 
Christianity  is  the  revelation  of  immortality.'' 
Johnson  admitted  it  was. 


>  8eo  Plo«l*s  *•  History  of  Staflbrdshire,'*  p.SS.,  and  the 
authorities  referred  to  li^  him.  —  Buawnt. 

*  This  Is  not  qoile  true.  It  is.  Indeed,  more  probable  that 
one  or  two  wltneisaa  should  He,  than  that  a  nuracle  should 
have  happened  ;  but  that  distant  and  unconnected  witnesses 
and  circnmstaneaa  should  concur  In  ertdendnf  a  falsehood, 
—and  that  falsehood  one  In  Itself  unnatural, —would  be  as 
miraculous  as  anv miracle  In  Scripture:  and  thus,  bjr  Hume's 
own  argument,  the  balance  of  probabluty  Is  In  favour  of  tlm 
miraelaa.  —  Caosaa. 

'  This  Is  loosel/  esprosscd.  Tho  ameiemit  believed  In 
ImmortaHif,  and  even  a  stale  of  retribution.  One  sect,  at 
least,  of  the  Jews,  as  well  as  the  Mahomedans,  acknowledge 
a  ftature  state.  On  so  vital  a  question  It  Is  not  safe  to  rest 
on  Mr.  Boeweirs  colloquial  phrases,  which  have  some  Iro. 
portanoe  when  thef  appear  to  be  sanctioned  bj  the  admiuiom 
of  Dr.  Johnson.  Immortalltj  Is,  indeed,  assured,  and  a 
thousand  social  blessings  and  benefits  are  vouchsafed  to  us 

a  the  Christian  revelation ;  but  **  the  groat  article  of 
rlttianOif  **  is  surely  the  ATOMnuotT !—  Cbobbe. 
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In  the  erenaig,  m  scHtleam  fanner,  wiio 
WW  on  %  Tint  at  Dr.  jHajlor'a,  attempted  to 
diipate  -with  Joknson  in  faTvnr  of  Mnngo 
Campbell,  who  Aot  Alexander,  Eari  of  E%- 
luiUmne,iipoDhiBlumng  fidkn,  wliea  retreat- 
ing from  nil  lordship,  wh»  he  believed  was 
about  to  seize  his  gun,  aa  he  had  threatened  to 
do.  He  Mid  he  should  have  done  just  as 
Gampbdl  did.  Joanaosi.  **Whoeyer  wmild 
do  as  Campbell  did,  deserrea  to  be  hanged ; 
not  that  I  coold,  as  a  juryman,  have  ftond  him 
IqepallT  guiltj  of  mnrder ;  but  I  am  ^ad  thej 
found  means  to  CGnnct  him.  *  jlie  genuemsn 
fiumer  said,  '*  A  poor  man  has  aa  mnch  honoor 
as  axich  man;anaCampbdl  had  Aal  to  defend.** 
Johnson  exclaimed,  ^A  poor  man  has  no 
honour.**  The  Enj^h  jreomsn,  not  dismajed, 
proceeded :  *  Lord  Eglmtonne  was  a  danwed 
nx)l  to  run  on  upon  CaaM>bdI,  after  being 
warned  that  CampbeQ  would  shoot  him  if  he 
did.**  Johnson,  who  could  not  bear  anj  thing 
like  swearinff,  angrilj  replied,  ^  He  was  not  a 
damned  fool:  he  onlj  thought  too  well  of 
Caombell.  He  did  not  believe  Camnbdl 
would  be  audi  a  dammed  sooondrel,  as  to  do  so 
dammed  a  thinff.**  Hia  emnhasia  on  dtammedm 
accompanied  witii  frowning  looks,  reprored 
his  opponent's  want  of  deeomm  in  Aw  pre- 
sence. 

Tsiking  of  the  daiwer  of  being  mortified  hy 
rejection,  when  manng  approaches  to  tlie 
acquaintance  of  die  great,  I  obaenred,  **  I  am, 
howerer,  generally  for  trring :  *  Nothing 
venture,  nothing  haye.***  thrnxsoit.  **yerj 
true.  Sir ;  but  i  have  alwajs  been  mere  afraid 
of  failinff,  than  hopeful  of  aaooeas.**  And, 
indeed,  tEougfa  he  had  all  just  respect  for  rank, 
no  man  erer  less  courted  the  faTOur  of  the 
great' 

During  this  intenriew  at  Ashbourne,  John- 
son seemed  to  be  more  uniformlj  social,  dieer- 
ful,  and  alert,  than  I  had  almost  ever  seen  hhn. 
He  was  prompt  on  great  occasions  and  on 
small,  l^jlor,  who  praised  ererf  thing  of  his 
own  to  excess,  in  riiort,  "^n^ose  geese  were  all 
swans,**  as  the  proTerb  sajs,  expatiated  on  the 
excellence  of  his  buU-dog,  which  he  told  us 
was '^perfectly  wdl  shap^**  Johnson,  after 
examining  the  animal   attentiTclj,  thus  re- 

gressedtne  Tain-fflorj  of  our  host:^ — **Ko, 
ir,  he  is  ao<  well  shaped ;  for  there  is  not  the 
quick  transition  from  the  thickness  of  the  fore- 
part, to  the  iemmfif — the  thin  part — behiiid, 
which  a  bull-dqg  ought  to  haye.*^  This  iemufy 
was  the  ouIt  keSd  awrtf  thai  I  heard  him  use 
during  this  mtenriew,  and  it  will  be  obaenred, 
he  instantlj  put  another  enresnon  in  its 
place.    Ti^or  said,  a  small  bull-dog  was  as 


1  TIm  nprMitoii  attributed  In  th«  text  to  Jokntoa  It.  I 

tlilnli.  oiM  of  ttie  wont  tMctaiciu  of  what  bo  raadildly 
called  bb  tefil^  ^f  talk,  anil  I  canaot  but  hopo  Chat  Bot- 
well's  partlalUv  to  Lofd  BgllnloiuM  baa  ■onrwhat  dliloftad 
H.  Lord  Rfltntoaao,  it  miut  ba  rtoMaabrrad*  waa  an 
Indmaco  IHood  and  eoojHUikm  of  Mr.  Botweira,  and  wan 
of  tbo  lady  who  traatad  Jvhnaon  with  such  iaitarfag  attao* 
Caaspball  tarmlnatad  bis  own  Ills  te  priaoo.    It  is 


pwd  aa  a  laige  OM.  JouNen.  **ir«^Sir;far, 
w  proportion  tohiaaise,hebasslie^Kth;nd 
your  aigument  wonid  prove,  that  a  mod  Ml- 
dog  muLj  be  as  sasaB  aa  a  aisass  h  «m 
Ing  how  he  entered  with  \fmefkmkj  ad 

it  OOUBTCd  B 

Ikaavtvoik 


keenness  i^mmi  every  tfaipg  tast  ooeunsd  b 


no  mere  think  of  • 

bull-dog^  than  of  attacking  a  ladL 

I  cannot  allow  tmj  fra^meDtvhMenrllMt 
Heats  in  mj  memory  oeuoMiw^  Ike  grat 
sulject  of  this  woric  to  be  lost  Tlm^  a 
small  particular  may  appear  trifiag  to  i—e.H 
win  be  relished  by  othcta ;  whBe  etvy  litu 
spark  adds  aomechiqg  to  the  geaenl  Usr 
and  to  please  the  tme,  ean£d,  warm  nhNiai 
of  Johnaon,  and  in  ai^  ^5P**  iaoeHe  tk 
splendour  of  his  reputation.  Ibid  ilijimnf  t>ih 
naivi  of  ndicnlei  or  even  of  uuligBiiy.  Asvo) 
of  them  have  been  ifisdiaiged  at  mj  *  JAm- 
of  a  Tour  to  the  H^ridea;**  jfct  kn^eA 
unhort  along  the  atream  ii  time,  sad  ti  ■ 
attendant  upon  Johnaon, 


Ptoi 


One  morning  afWr  breakfast,  when  tk  m 
shone  bmht,  we  wdked  out  tcffethcr,  lU 
**pored**  for  some  tiaae  with  plaad  iadottf- 
upon  an  artificial  waterfaQ,  wnieh  Dr.TtTi' 
had  made  bjr  boildinff  a  otraag  dyke  ^  «• 
across  the  river  behmd  the  garam.   hva 
now  somewhat  obatmeted  by  bimthii  of  trw 
and  other  rubbish,  whieh  Iwd  come  aovn  th 
river,  and  setded  dose  to  it    Johnson,  path 
fitNn  a  denre  to  see  it  pby  mors  fiedr.  «- 
partly  fivm  that  hrftnatmn  to  activity  v^- 
will  animate  at  timea  the  moat  mcrt  ond  iht 
gish  mortal,  took  a  long  pole  wkUk  wm  H  ^' 
on  a  bank,  and  pushed  down  sevenl  vsrctv 
this  wreck  with  nainfid  asaidnity,  whae  1  ^ 
quietly  by,  woBdarii^  to  behold  ^  a^  (^' 
curiously    employed,    and    mmSag  vM  i 
humorous    sattsmetion   endi   time  vWa  h 
carried  hia  point    Hewoiknd  tiDhsw^ 
out  of  breath ;  and  havin*  found  a  hsfc  ^ 
cat  so  heavy  that  he  oowd  not  movsit^ 
several  efforts,   •^Coim,**  said  be  (tfcffprx 
down  the  pole),  «•  yon  shaU  take  it  BOW  f  «^ 
I  aeeordmgiy  did,  and  "*'"g  a  nmn  nsa^  ^^ 
amde  the  eat  tumble  ov«r  the  eaaesds.   *.* 
may  be  laughed  at  aa  too  trifipg  ts  nt<^ 
but  it  ia  a  smatt  ehainclgkds  tnit  ii  '•> 
Flemish  picture  whkk  I  give  ei  mv  frf'- 
and  m  whidi,  theralbro,   I  mmk  the  w< 
minute  particulara.  And  lai  it  be 
that  •«.£sop  at  |d^*  is  one  of  the 
apologuca  of  antiqui^.    [  Pkid  wL  14] 


umA 


bald  lobdiavo  (tbMgh 
that  tbo 
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I  neotioned  aa  old  gentlenuui  of  our  ae- 
oaaintanoe  whose  memory  was  beguuuiig  to 
m.  Joumoii.  ^  There  must  be  a  diweaaed 
mind  where  there  m  a  failure  of  memorj  at 
flerent^.  A  aiaii*a  head.  Sir,  muat  be  morlud 
if  he  taili  so  toon."  '  My  frieud*  being  now 
hinudf  tizty-eiglii,  migbt  think  thua :  but  I 
tmytiit^  t2||^  Ametcort  and  ten^  the  Pialmiat^s 
Denod  of  loiind  human  life  in  later  a^efli  may 
Weafiulmre,  tboo|^  there  be  no  diwann  in 

the  ffTPttitHtiflB  I 

Tilkiag  of  Rochester^a  Ftema,  he  said  he 
had  £iven  them  to  Mr.  Steevens  to  castrate ' 
for  the  edition  of  the  poets,  to  which  he  waa  to 
write  pre&cm.  •  •  •»  I  asked  if  Burnet 
hid  Bot  cnren  a  good  life  of  Bocheater.  Jom- 
•OB.  ^  We  have  a  good  D^th ;  there  ia  not 
much  Lihr  I  askra  whether  Prior*s  poems 
wre  to  be  printed  entire ;  Johnson  saia  they 
were.  I  mentioned  Lord  Hailes*8  censure  of 
Prior,  in  his  preface  to  a  collection  of  ^  Sacred 
Poettu,**  by  various  hands,  published  by  him  at 
Edinburgh  a  great  many  years  ago,  mere  he 
DCDtintt  **tiMse  impure  tales  wnich  will  be 
the  eternal  opprobnum  of  their  ingenious 
uthor."  JouBMni.  *'Sir,  Lord  HaSes  has 
^^  There  ia  nothing  in  Prior  that  will 
ucite  to  lewdness.  If  Lord  Hailes  thinks 
t^  is,  he  must  be  more  combustible  than 
other  people.**  I  instanced  the  tale  of  "^  Paulo 
Pujpnti  and  his  wife.**  Jonmoir.  ^Sir, 
there  ii  nothing  there,  but  that  his  wife  wanted 
^  be  Visaed,  when  poor  Paulo  was  out  of 

GkeL    No,  Sir,  Prior  is  a  lady's  booL    No 
7  is  ••''^H  to  haTC  it  atanding  in  her 
librwy."* 

The  hypochondriac  diaorder  being  men- 
tioned, Dr.  Johnaon  did  not  think  it  so  common 
•■  Imppoaed.  "« Dr.  Taylor,**  said  he,  "isthe 
nme  one  day  aa  another.  Burke  and  Beynolds 
are  the  same.  Beauderk,  except  when  in  pain, 
u  the  same.  I  am  not  so  myself;  but  this  I 
(k>  Bot  mention  eommonly.** 

I  complained  of  a  wretched  changefulness, 
^  that  I  could  not  presenre,  for  any  long 
egatiooanoe,  the  aame  news  of  any  thing.  It 
*M  most  comfortable  to  me  to  experience  in 
Dr.  Johaaon*a  company  a  relief  from  thia  un- 
*^"nfti.  Hb  ateady,  vigoroua  mind  held  firm 
^e&re  me  thoae  objects  which  my  own  feeble 
ad  tremnlona   imagination   frequently  pre- 


u 


'  1V4MM7  Benr^rt  Calbcr,  Lord  Aoehlnltek,  waf  meant ; 
^  'kti  It  ooe  of  ttMm  oiifMiaaiuUa  Mtartlans  into  whleh 
\  M  offcan  bacrajrad  bj  hli  prtvata  faaliufs  and 
Um  Paalmiit  aaya,  and  aiieoaiatoe  agas  hava 
thai  Ilia  yaara  of  nan  an  Umaacorayaara  and  tao  \ 
uaa  JobMaoo  waa  now  aear  aavafsty,  ha  TaBturcs  to 
f  of  tlw  fMuMaa  at  that  ago  miaatba 


r,  to  It  had  baao  dona  te  Hm  aari^ 
Jaoob  Tonaon.  —  lfAi4Mii. 


^  «•  Oia  praaaat  eantuiT  by  iaoob  Tonaon.  _  lfAi4Mii. 
/  N««  aoaafaa  and  tad  joka  of  Dr.  Tqrlor't  It  omlttad 
^«MLp.  na.n.C.  Boa««B,taraferaneatothUbad|ok« 
~  ^  Mrr  ana  lH»  aays  Tarlor  avar  nada^ad^  **  I  aan 
Uoraea,  Bart  of  Orted*  bat  a  oollaeCiaa  of  bon 
ivar  aada  but  ona.**  _  Caoua.  ia47. 
ImKHm^ialk*'  froBB  aoa  «ho  ut^xMj 
I  far  navfaif  raad  Toat  Janet  (Z((tt, 
anoufh  that  Mr.  BoawaU  thottld 


aented  in  such  a  waTcring  state,  that  my  reason 
could  not  judge  well  of  uiem. 

Dr.  Johnaon  advised  me  to-day  to  hare  aa 
mai»r  booka  about  me  aa  I  could;  that  I 
might  read  upon  an^  subject  upon  which  I 
had  a  desire  fiur  matruction  at  the  tiaM. 
'*What  you  read  Ada,**  said  he,  ^'you  wiU 
remember ;  but  if  you  have  not  a  book  im- 
mediatdy  read^,  and  the  subfect  moulds  in 
your  mind,  it  is  a  chance  if  you  haTe  again  a 
desire  te  study  it.**  He  added,  ''If  a  man 
nerer  has  an  eager  desire  for  inatruodon,  he 
should  prescrfee  a  task  for  himaelf.  But  it  is 
better  when  a  man  reads  frx>m  immediate  in- 
clination.** 

He  repeated  a  good  many  lines  of  Horace's 
Odes  while  we  were  in  the  diaise ;  I  renwmber 
particularly  the  Ode  **'  JEheufiigaeetJ* 

He  said,  the  dispute  aa  to  &e  comparatiTe 
excellence  of  Homer  or  Vizgil^  was  inaccurate. 
''  We  must  consider,**  said  he,  **  whether  Homer 
was  not  the  greatest  poet,  though  Virgil  may 
haTe  produced  the  finest  poem.^  Yirgrilwas 
indebted  to  Homer  for  the  whole  iuTentmn  of 
the  structure  of  an  epic  poeas,  and  for  many  of 
his  beauties.** 

He  told  me»  that  Bacon  waa  a  fovourite 
author  with  him ;  but  he  had  never  read  his 
worka  till  he  was  compiling  the  Kngliidi  Dic- 
tionary, in  which,  he  said,  I  misht  see  Bacon 
ver^  often  quoted.  Mr.  Seward  reocdkcts  his 
having  mentioned  that  a  dictionarv  of  the 
English  language  might  be  compiled  from 
Bacon*s  writmn  alone,  and  that  he  had  once 
an  intention  of  giving  an  edition  of  Bacon,  at 
leaat  of  his  Kngfish  works,  and  writing  the  Lifo 
of  that  great  man.  Had  he  executed  this 
intention,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  he  would 
have  done  it  in  a  most  masterly  manner. 
Mallet*a  Life  of  Bacon  haa  no  inconaiderable 
merit  aa  an  acute  and  elcoant  dissertation 
relative  to  its  subject ;  but  l£Edlet*s  mind  waa 
not  comprehensive  enoueh  to  embrace  the  vast 
extent  of  Lord  Verulam  a  genius  and  research. 
Dr.  Warburton  therefore  observed,  with  witty 
justness,  ^  that  Mallet  in  his  Life  of  Bacon 
had  forgotten  that  he  waa  a  philoaopher ;  and 
if  he  should  write  the  Life  of  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough,  which  he  had  undertaken  to  do, 
he  would  probably  forget  that  he  waa  a  ge- 
neral.** 


have  recorded  any  thing  to  Indecent  aa  theie  expreaslona  ; 
and  I  wMi  I  aanld  have  aaaMled  or  veiled  then  s  bat  I  have 
not  tbooght  n jaelf  at  litwrty  to  do  ao  in  thlt  eaae,  and  can 
aalf  aspraaa  my  ragrat  that  lohnaan  ahoold  hate  bten 
diiven  1^  n  aplnt  mam 
latn  tuch  a  pandas. - 
*  I  aaa  loferaaad  by  Mr.  Langton*  that  a  gNat : 


ago  he  waa  preaant  when  thia  qnaathni  waa  aftfatad  1 
Dr.  Johnaon  and  Mr.  Burka ;  and,  to  uaa  ionnaon'a 


ther  **  talked  their  beat  ;'*  Johaaon  for 
VlvgU.  It  nuv  weU  be  aoppoaad  to  hare  beanoaa  oftha 
ablcet  and  iMat  brllUaaC  eontaata  that  aver  waa  asbibltad. 
Hownndi  ■anatwaragfat  that  ll  haa  nid  haan  niaaaiTad  T 


la  the  laiim-aa-aiy,  if  tita  admlran  of  Hanar 
that  he  waa  not  only  prtor  to  VlifU  In  point  of 
kfane,  bm  anpertor  In  excellanea  ?— J.Boawiu*  Jta. 
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Wisliiiig  to  be  satisfied  what  de^ee  of  truth 
there  was  in  a  stoiy  which  a  friend  of  John- 
son's and  mine  had  told  me  to  his  disadrantage, 
I  mentioned  it  to  him  in  direct  terms ;  and  it 
was  to  this  effect; — that  a  gentleman*  who 
had  lived  in  great  intimacy  with  him,  shown 
him  mudi  kindness,  and  even  relieved  him 
from  a  spungin^-house,  having  afterwards 
fallen  into  bad  circomstances,  was  one  daj, 
when  Johnson  was  at  dinner  with  him,  seized 
for  debt,  and  carried  to  prison ;  that  Johnson 
sat  still  undisturbed,  and  went  on  eating^  and 
drinking ;  upon  whidi  the  gentleman's  sister, 
who  was  present,  could  not  suppress  her  in« 
dignation ;  **  What,  Sir  !**  said  soe,  ^  are  jou 
so  unfeeling,  as  not  even  to  offer  to  go  to  my 
brother  in  ms  distress ;  you,  who  have  been  so 
much  obliged  to  him?  And  that  Johnson 
answered,  **  Madam,  I  owe  him  no  obligation ; 
what  he  did  for  me  he  would  have  done  for  a 


*1; 


ohnson  assured  me,  that  the  story  was 
absolutely  false ;  but,  like  a  man  conscious  of 
bein^  in  the  right,  and  desirous  of  completely 
vindicating  himself  from  such  a  charse,  ne  did 
not  arrogantly  rest  on  a  mere  deniu,  and  on 
his  general  character,  but  proceeded  thus : — 
*  Sir,  I  was  very  intimate  with  that  gentleman, 
and  was  once  relieved  by  him  from  an  arrest ; 
but  I  never  was  present  when  he  was  anested, 
never  knew  that  he  was  arrested,  and  I  believe 
he  never  was  in  difficulties  after  the  time 
when  he  rdieved  me.    I  loved  him  much; 

Ct,  in  talking  of  his  general  diaracter,  I  may 
ve  said,  though  I  do  not  remember  that  1 
ever  did  say  so,  that  as  his  generosity  proceeded 
from  no  principle,  but  was  a  part  of  his  pro- 
fusion, he  would  do  for  a  dog  what  he  would 
do  for  a  friend;  but  I  never  applied  this 
remai^  to  any  particular  instance,  ana  certainly 
not  to  his  kindness  to  me.  If  a  profuse  man, 
who  does  not  value  his  money,  and  gives  a 
large  sum  to  a  whore,  gives  hair  as  much,  or  an 
equally  large  sum,  to  relieve  a  friend,  it  cannot 
be  esteemed  as  virtue.  This  was  all  that  I 
could  say  of  that  gentleman ;  and,  if  said  at 
all,  it  must  have  been  said  after  his  death. 
Sir,  I  would  have  gone  to  the  world's  end  to 
relieve  him.  The  remark  about  the  dog,  if 
made  by  me,  was  such  a  sally  as  mij^t  esci^ 
one  when  painting  a  man  highly.** 

On  Tuesday,  September  23.,  Johnson  was 
remarkably  cordial  to  me.    It  being  necessary 


*  It  uppran  from  part  of  the  oriffnal  Jooniai  In  Mr.  An- 
<l«nlon*t  pspen.  that  tb«  frtend  who  told  th«  ttory  was  Mr. 
IlMuclark.  and  the  fantlanan  and  lady  alludad  to  vera  Mr. 
(prohabljr  Hanry)  and  MIm  Hanrey.  Thara  la  raaMO  to  fear 
thai  Botwall't  tndlMraCion  in  batrartnt  Mr.Bcnuelerk'i  naaaa 
imp«lrad  tba  eordlalit/  batvaan  nlm  and  Dr.  Johmoo..— 
t'NuKVB.  1835. 

•  *'  i*o  gtt  monay,'*  would  not  alwajn  expreat  tha  wiiin- 
Ini)  m»iM>)r  mar  ba  goCtan  by  Inbarttanea  or  donation :  **to 
M*«i^  mtmirif  "  impllaa  loine  drgraa  of  paraonal  «flbrt  or  al- 
ii MiitMi  I  mid  Johnson  himself  admits  It  In  this  sense  In  his 
liuil«H««ry.  •*To  MSKi— to  rois#«pri2^/)npas  aay  lAtfiy.** 
•  iih  MM  •««mnl0  from  Hhskmpaara  »  **  b«  «Mdlr  Ave  nurks 
9»tntif  Mi««M«y.'' .-  raoaaa,  ia47. 

'  In  !!«•  mf  u(  QiMcn  Elisabeth  this  word  was  fraqiaantly 


Siult  with  me  for  using  tbe  pluxv 
icy.  "Don't  yon  see,*  w«i  ^' 
inety  of  it  ?    To  sMEftr  noor^  i< 


for  me  to  return  to  Scotland  soon,  I  hA  htl 
on  the  next  day  for  my  setting  oat,  and  I  fdi  ; 
a  tender  concern  at  the  thmight  of  pvtir.: 
with  him.    He  had,  at  thu  time,  fraaklf  ctoi- 
municated  to  me  many  partieolan,  vhick  tn  \ 
inserted  in  this  work  m  their  proper  pliM :  | 
and  onoe,  when  I  h^>pened  to  neatioa  tbt 
theexpenseof  mv  jaunt  would  come  to  niv^  , 
more  than  I  had  computed,  he  said,  *^  WIt, 
Sir,  if  the  expense  were  to  be  an  incooTeniecn', 
vou  would  have  reason  to  regret  it ;  but,  If  vk 
have  had  the  money  to  spend,  I  know  not  tU 
you  could  have  purchased  as  much  pletsjR 
with  it  in  any  other  way.** 

During  this  interview  at  Askboime,  Join- 
son  and  I  frequentlv  talked  with  woadoti:: 
pleasure  of  mere  trifles  which  had  occamti  is 
our  tour  to  the  Hebrides ;  for  it  had  left  * 
most  agreeable  and  lasting  inpresnm  apoo  Vi 
mind. 

He  found  fliult 
to  make  mon^ 
"the  impropri 

to  earn  it ;  you  should  sav  get  moocj.**'  T^ 
phrase,  however,  is,  I  thmk,  pretty  nrr?' 
But  Johnson  was  at  all  times  jealoos  of  in^  - 
tions  upon  the  genuine  En^ish  hn^aa^^e,  ni 
prompt  to  repress  ooUoquiid  baibanfms:  ?«- 
as  pMging  mgedf  for  m^ieriMig;  Aar  f  : 
department  or  hramc^  as  the  ctnl  bar  *^ 
hoMkmg  Une,  He  was  particularly  imiip^' 
against  the  almost  universal  useof  tbev*' 
i£o,  in  the  sense  of  noHam  or  apimom,  v^ 
is  clear  that  idea  can  only  signiiV  aoiBethia: 
whidi  an  image  can  be  fbraaea  m  the  uu^- 
We  may  have  an  idea  or  um^  of  a  moon*.^*. 
a  tree,  a  building;  but  we  cannot  furrlj  i  ^■ 
an  tdoa  oroMuvof  anornoRfiif  orfrvp'A'** 

Tet  we  hear  the  sages  of  the  law  **deihtr;;: 
their  ui!0Sff  upon  the  question  under  ooa«<>''* 
tion;**  and  tlM  first  speakers  in  paHiian: 
**  entirely  coinciding  in  the  idiea  whin  haiV"> 
ably  staled  by  an  honourable  manber:* 
**  reprobating  an  idea  as  nnconstitntioBil  -  - 
fraught  with  the  most  dai^roos  eoD»N^L<r.  ^ 
to  a  great  and  free  country."  Johnioo  cu  < 
this  ^  modem  cant** 

I  perceived  that  he  urououaced  the  v-«-i 
keara,  as  if  spelt  with  a  aonble  e,  kterd,  \0i'^- 
of  sounding  it  kerd^  as  b  most  usttallT  <i« 
He  aaid,  hn  reason  was,  that  if  it  vrr  rr» 
nounoed  herd,  there  would  be  a  wz'*  '^* 
ception  from  the  English  proouadatiuc  *i  ^ 


wrHlan.  aa  dooMlass  It 

Doctor  Hall  tfaoofht  Johnson's 

Isas.  and  that  Boswall  anst  ba«v 

aa  there  are  nanf  words  hi  whldi  mmr  U 

etr,f.g.  emrm^iemmi  Am 

Johnson  said  emri,  tor  the  enl/  two  In 

prooonnccd  after  his  fhahion ;  and  1 
versy  on  the  point,  ahont  tiM ' 
Mr.  Kftnbte  preomnMed 


-^-  •■ 


ever,  would  hare  bsen  the 
Is.  no  doubt,  a  eontmctien 
words,  ate  praoounoady^«r*d.ac 
pot  the/1  €t  nsraM  hfrnimdi  In 
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sjllible  aar^  and  he  thought  it  better  not  to 
hiTC  thtt  eic^on. 

He  praifled  Grainger^s  **  Ode  on  Solitude,*' 
in  Dodaie]r*9  collection,  and  repeated,  with 
greftt  energy,  the  exordium :  — 

**  0  Solilnde^  nmiaiitio  maid  I 
Wbetbcr  bj  nodding  towers  jou  tread ; 
Or  hauot  tlia  doMrt'i  liaeklcM  ^ooin» 
Or  hofcr  o*er  the  yawning  tomb ; 
Or  climb  the  Andes'  difted  aide^ 
Or  by  the  Ntleli  ooy  source  abide : 
Or,  starting  from  your  hal£>year's  sleep. 
From  HeeU  view  tbe  thawing  deep : 
Or,  St  tbe  purple  dawn  of  day, 
Tsdmor's  marble  wastes  surrey." 

obserTing,  ''This,  Sir,  is  very  noUe.** 

In  the  evening  our  ffentleman-farmer,  and 
two  others,  entertained  themselTes  and  the 
coDDaoy  with  a  great  number  of  tunes  on  the 
fiddle.  Johnson  desired  to  have  *^  Let  Ambi* 
tion  fire  thy  Mind**  played  oyer  again,  and 
^'pesred  to  give  a  patient  attenUon  to  it; 
woQgh  he  owned  tome  that  he  was  very  insensi- 
Ue  to  the  power  of  music.  I  told  him  that  it 
i^Ricted  me  to  such  a  degree,  as  often  to  agitate 
niy  nerres  painfully,  producing  in  m^  mind 
litenate  sensations  ot  pathetic  ddection,  so 
tliat  I  was  ready  to  shed  tears;  and  of  daring 
renlation,  so  that  I  was  inclined  to  rush  into 
tiie  tUckcit  part  of  the  Utde.  '«  Sir,**  said 
ke,  **  I  shottld  never  hear  of  it,  if  it  made  me 
mdiaiboL** 

Mach  of  tbe  eflfect  of  mnsic,  I  am  satisfied, 
a  ovin^  to  the  association  of  ideas.  That  air, 
vlurh  mstantly  and  irresistibly  excites  in  the 
^*BBi  when  in  a  foreign  land,  the  ftudadxe  du 
V^K  has,  I  am  told,  no  intrinsic  power  of 
*(«ikL  And  I  know  from  mj  own  experience, 
Uat  Scotch  reels,  though  brisk,  make  me  me- 
'*&^^W,  because  I  us^  to  hear  them  in  my 
uHr  yeva,  at  a  time  when  Mr.  Pitt  called  for 
xidiert,  **  from  the  mountains  of  the  north,*' 
uvi  Dufflbers  df  brave  Highlanders  were  going 
'^'Toui,  neyer  to  return.  Whereas  the  aurs  in 
'^'Htt  Beggar's  Opera,**  many  of  which  are 
^  *oft,  neyer  fail  to  render  me  gay,  because 
^"7  ue  asaociated  with  the  warm  sensations 
■^  htj^  spirits  of  London.  This  evening, 
*tie  some  of  the  tunes  of  ordinary  composi- 
^>Q  were  played  with  no  great  skill,  my  frame 
*v  iiritatcd,  and  I  was  conscious  of  a  generous 
'<<«cJ!imeDt  to  Dr.  Johnson,  as  my  preceptor 
od  friend,  mixed  with  an  affectionate  r^^t 
J^t  Im»  was  an  old  man,  whom  I  should  pro- 
V'ilr  lose  in  a  short  time.  I  thought  I  could 
^■md  him  at  the  point  of  my  sword.    My 

The  JUas  4gg  Tmdket-'**  an  sir,**  isyt  RootMsa,  **  m 

7«  to  tk«  Swin,  thas  it  was  forMddan,  und«r  Uw  pain  of 

'^■>  to  play  It  to  tiM  troopt,  at  It  imnwdlatalj  draw  teari 

*  :l«ai.  Md  and*  tbcm  wbo  heard  it  datart,  or  die  of 


*«  dr 


« b  ealkd  Iha  w»mimiU4mfaia,  lo  ardent  a  detlra  did  It 

i^M  te  ntora  to  tkalr  coantrj.    It  It  in  vain  to  seek  in 

far  caaraade  aceeota  triable  of  producfaif  lueh 


^--^i&lof  cSlMta,  fbr  which  strangori  are  unable  to  account 
-'J*  tw  aiMk,  vtalGb  la  la  ttaetf  uncouth  aadwUd."— 


uaar 


reyerence  and  affection  for  him  were  in  fbll 
glow.  I  said  to  him,  ^My  dear  Sir,  we  must 
meet  eyery  year,  if  ^ou  don*t  quarrel  with  me.** 
JoBRsoH.  ''Nay,  Su*,  you  are  more  ISkely  to 
auarrel  with  me,  than  I  with  you.  My  regard 
for  you  is  greater  almost  than  I  haye  wor&  to 
express ;  but  I  do  not  choose  to  be  always  re- 
peating it :  write  it  down  in  the  first  leaf  of 
your  ]Mcket-book,  and  neyer  doubt  of  it  again.** 
I  talked  to  him  of  misery  beinff  ^  the  doom 
of  man**  in  this  life,  as  di^layed  in  his  ^  Vanity 
of  Human  Wishes.** 

"  Yet  hope  not  life  from  grief  or  danger  free, 
Kor  think  the  doom  of  man  reven'd  fi>r  thee." 

Yet  I  obsenred  that  things  were  done  upon 
the  sup])osition  of  happiness;  grand  houses 
were  built,  fine  gardens  were  imule,  splendid 
places  of  public  amusement  were  contriyed, 
and  crowded  with  company.  JoHXSOir. 
**  Alas,  Sir,  these  are  only  stnuKles  for 
h^piness.  When  I  first  entered  Snelagh, 
it  gaye  an  expansion  and  gay  sensation  to 
my  mind,  such  as  I  neyer  experienced  any 
wnere  else.  But,  as  Xerxes  wept  when  he 
yiewed  his  immense  army,  ana  considered 
that  not  one  of  that  great  multitude  would  be 
aliye  a  hundred  years  afterwards,  so  it  went  to 
my  heart  to  consider  that  there  was  not  one 
in  all  that  brilliant  circle  that  was  not  afiraid 
to  so  home  and  think ;  but  that  the  thoughts  of 
eaoh  indiyidual  there  would  be  distressing  when 
alone.**  This  reflection  was  experimentally 
just  The  feeling  of  languor',  which  succeeds 
the  animation  of  gaiety,  is  itself  a  yery  seyere 
pam;  and  when  the  mind  is  then  yacant,  a 
thousand  disappointments  and  yexations  rush 
in  and  excruciate.  Will  not  many  eyen  of  my 
fairest  readers  allow  this  to  be  true  ? 

I  suggested,  that  being  in  loye,  and  flattered 
with  hopes  of  success ;  or  haying  some  fayourite 
scheme  in  yiew  for  the  next  day,  might  preyent 
that  wretchedness  of  which  we  had  been  talk- 
ing. JoHnsoH.  ^  Why,  Sir,  it  may  sometimes 
be  so  as  you  suppose ;  but  my  conclusion  is  in 
general  but  too  true.** 

While  Johnson  and  I  stood  in  calm  confer- 
ence by  ourselyes  in  Dr.  Taylor*s  garden,  at  a 
pretty  late  hour  in  a  serene  autumn  night, 
looking  up  to  the  heayens,  I  directed  the  ais- 
course  to  the  subject  of  a  future  stete.  My 
friend  was  in  a  placid  and  most  benignant 
frame  of  mind.  ^  Sir,**  said  he,  ^  I  do  not 
imiigine  that  all  things  will  be  made  clear  to 
us  immediately  after  death,  but  that  the  ways 
of  Froyidenoe  will  be  explained  to  us  yery 


s  Popa  owntioot, 

**  Stretch  *d  on  tha  rack  of  a  too  aaiy  chair.** 

Bnti  reooUect  a  couplet  quite  apposlta  to  mjr  iubjectte 
•*  Virtue,  an  Bthic  Epiatle,"  a  beautlAtl  and  InitructlTe  poena, 
bj  an  anonjmouc  writer,  in  176S ;  who,  treating  of  plaaiure 
hi  axoaw,  laya, 

**  Tm  tanguor,  lulferfng  on  tbe  rack  ofMlsa, 
ConfiMa  that  num  waa  netar  made  for  thlt.** 

Botwsu. 
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gndsaUj.**  I  TMrtored  t»  aak 
■IthoQsli  tbt  words  of  some  texts  d  Scriptiue 
seemed  strong  in  support  of  the  dreedfnl  doo- 
triiM  of  aa  etemibr  of  pnwislimffnt,  we  nuf^ 
not  hope  thai  the  aenniuaatioo  was  figvratiTe, 
and  wonld  not  literally  be  executed.  Jobh- 
sow.  **  Sir,  70a  are  to  ooasider  the  intention  of 
punishment  in  a  futore  states  We  hare  no 
reason  to  be  sore  that  we  shall  then  be  no 
longer  tiable  to  offend  against  God.  We  do 
not  know  that  even  the  anoels  are  quite  in  a 
state  of  securitj ;  nay,  we  snow  that  some  of 
them  have  fallen.  It  may  therefore,  perhaps, 
be  necessary,  in  order  to  preserve  both  men 
and  aneels  in  a  state  of  rectitude,  that  they 
should  have  continually  before  them  the  pu- 
nishment of  those  who  have  deviated  from  it ; 
but  we  hope  that  by  some  other  means  a  ML 
from  reoUtude  may  be  prevented.  Some  of 
the  texts  of  Scripture  upon  diis  subject  are, 
as  you  observe,  indeed  strong ;  but  Ukey  may 
admit  of  a  mitigated  interpretation.  He 
talked  to  me  upon  this  awful  and  delicate  ques- 
tion in  a  gentle  tone,  and  as  if  afraid  to  be 
decisive. 

After  supper  I  accompanied  him  to  his  apart- 
ment, and  at  my  request  he  dictated  to  me  an 
argument  in  favour  of  the  negro  who  was  then 
damiing  his  liberty,  in  an  action  in  the  court 
of  session  in  Scotland.  He  had  always  been 
▼enr  zealous  against  slaverv  in  every  Ibrm,  in 
which  I  with  all  deference  thought  that  he  dis- 
covered *^a  seal  without  knoidedse.*'  Upon 
one  occasion,  when  in  company  with  some  very 
grave  men  at  Oxford,  his  toast  was,  **  Hare*s  to 
the  next  insurrection  of  the  negroes  in  the 
West  Indies."  His  violent  prejudice  against 
our  West  Indian  and  American  settlers  ap* 
peared  whenever  there  was  an  opportunity. 
Towards  the  conclusion  of  lus  **  Taxation  no 
lyrannv,"  he  says,  '^How  is  it  that  we  hear 
tM  loudest  jfelpi  for  liberty  amon^  the  drivers 
of  negroes  ?  **  and  in  his  conversation  with  Mr. 
Wilkes  he  asked,  *«  Where  did  Beckfoid  and 
TreootUck  learn  Enfflish?**  [ilitf2,  p.5I7.] 
That  IVeoothick  could  both  speak  and  write 
good  English  is  well  known.  I  myself  was 
favoured  with^  his  correspondence  oonoeminff 
the  brave  Corsicans.  Ana  that  Beckford  could 
speak  it  with  a  spirit  of  honest  resolution  even 
to  his  majesty,  as  his  **  fiuthftil  lord  mayor  of 
London,*'  is  commemurated  bv  the  noble  monu- 
ment erected  to  hhn  in  Guildhall.' 

The  aigument  dictated  by  Dr.  Johnson  was 
asfoUows:— 

""It  nmit  be  agiasd  that  in  moat  am  lOMiy 

latriss  hava  hM  part  of  thair  mhatwisntB  in  a 


alata  of  slavery ;  yat  it  may  be  doubled  whsthar 
ilavcry  ean  ever  ba  iuppowd  the  natural  eondition 

1  BM««U*ttMl«BrtalaM«dWnk« 
«raot  Md  wty  ImUik,  to  Iwf*  IndoMd  bim  to 
of  Lord  Marsr  Bwkfefdl  fceUoui  Md  IomMi 
Um  ktaf  00  tko  tbRNM  te  April  1770.  Mr. 
•crlpt  Bolo  OD  this  puM|r«  Mjr*.  thot 
eords,  doC  tiio  wordi  of  Bockforii,  but  what  was  iittpaitd  far 
bta  1^  4oho  Homo  Took*,  as  sfrcod  on  at  a  dinoar  at  Mr. 
Goorga  Bcllaa's  la  Doctors'  CooiiDoai.**  This.  I  Ibink, 
Is  also  statod  In  a  maniiscrlpt  nou  la  tb«  Musaom  copjr  i 


ofnn.     Itjaimptiilliaottoowwiftht— 
in  their  original  fisto  wcrs  oqaal;  mimjiM- 
cult  to  imagiae  bow  ont  woold  bt  aibiirtal  to 
another  but  by  violent  mmpwhioa    Aa  iiAvyail 
may,  indeed,  ftwfeit  hit  Ubistv  bj a  etint;  bat W 
cannot   by  that  crimo  Ibrlcit  ths  Hbstj  d  )a 
ehildm.    What  is  tmo  of  a  eriaiail  tmm  tm 
likewisa  of  a  aiytivo.  AmmmmjwKm^mfm 
a  eonq^Miing  ensosy  on  oeadiftflB  «(  fKp»d 
■ervitude;  hiU  it  as  vwy  dsahtfiil  vbslhw  la  as 
entail  that  aervitudaonhia  JiiBiaiitali;  kt9«wm 
ean  atipulala  without  oowmkrina  for  aatlha.  TVe 
condition  whiA  ha  hioiiolf  aoecpM,  hit  «a  or 
gnuidaonwouhlhavar^laetad.  UwAutMaha, 
what  perhaps  may  wilb  mon  teaHo  bt  Acu"^ 
that  there  are  eertaia  loUlaens  betvMa  ■»  "« 
man  whieh  may  make  alavcry  neecHtfj  mA  jA 
yet  it  can  never  be  proved  that  he  vhi  a  iv 
suing  §at  Ua  ftamhwi  ever  stood  ia  mf^^^ 
He  is  osrtainly  snljleat  hj  ae  hv,  b« 
nolonoa,    to   hv  pmm  w^mi  ^ 
no  claim  to  h»  uhiiliMn»  tot  ihakr 
bongfaa  him  from  a  nMashoiit  of  rioMi^  vtoe  nfht 

to eeU  htm Bovor  was  tununad.  Itnflii** 
wnut^f^g,  to  the  ftmttitiitirHw  of  Jmaiw  ■  v 
legally  ■wiaved;  these  CMnMihitiw  an  m? 
positive;  and  apparently  in|tinooitotiwn^^ 
mankind*  booauee  wbomr  k  ifpnwil  10  »<  ' 
ooodemaed  to  davery  without  appedL  bj  ^y^*^ 
ivmud  or  videnee  he  might  haive  beea  en^w 
bnraght  into  the  merebant^  power.    Ia  m  *** 


sold,  by  wr«teh»te»** 
d.  «iaft  AmmwiA  kiw  o 


time  piiiwea  have 

care  they  were  imroeted,  fiiat  thoy  migN 
Forepsan  odueatioai  but  vrfacn  oaM  thtf 
brought  to  a  market  in  the  planfatinw,  httk*"^ 
avail  oithor  their  digniCy  or  their  wraa^  ^ 
laws  of  Jamaioa  aflbrd  a  "-  "-^-^    ^* 


againrt  htm.  It  k  to  be  laaMaSid  lh«  '^'^ 
right  ihould  ever  give  way  to  politicdl  ceevnitfwt 
But  if  temptatioiM  of  intosast  are  MBvuvt  u 
strong  for  human  virtno,  lot  ua  at  la**'*'^* 
virtue  where  there  is  no  tcDptatkn  to  fvit  it-  f 
the  preeent  ease  there  is  apporaai  rigjht  oa  tar  !«• 
and  no  convonicnee  on  the  other.  latohoiaf»* 
thu  tilaiid  can  nnthcr  gm  ndbm  nor  P'**'\ 
taking  away  the  liberty  of  any  part  «f  ^  ^'** 
spedeii  The  sum  of  tho  aigumtat  \^^ 
No  man  k  by  natove  the  property  ofM^b**^^ 
diiftndaiit k, therelhre^by  tMtngaPssw  tWag^ 
natora  mutt  be  some  wny  nNSiil 
he  Justly  taken  awsy.  Timt  the 
any  est,  iiifckid  the  righto  of 
be  proved;  and  if  no  proof  of 
be  given*  we  doubt  not  bat  tho 
will  dedaro  him  fte^** 

I  reootd  Dr.  Johnaoa*a     ^ 
thk  pnrfticnlnr  ease;  nAaect  pcriM^  at  v* 
in  the  ligM-    But  I  b^  lanve  to  aaa?  »^ 
most  solenn  protest  Mamal  hk  gtamJ  ^^^ 
trine  with  reqiect  to  Um  slave  tads.   ^'* 
will  resohitely  say,  that  bk  unActova^*' 


botMr 


t&las  ^ 


GMbrd 

-.(Am 
wblcb  was 


As  Um  argoBaai  oa  tho  I 
latmat  tbaa  tbo  ocIm 
iBlo  Ibo  ApDcndlm.  aad  Is 
mala  It  la  tbo  tast.  —  Ci 
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tioo  of  it  wu  owing  to  prejudice,  end  imper- 
fect or  falio  infomuition.  Tbe  wild  and  cuui- 
gerous  attempt  which  hee  for  tome  time  been 
pcrsiited  in  to  obtain  an  act  of  our  legislatnre, 
to  tboUih  to  T«ry  important  and  neoessarj  a 
bnoch  of  Qonmoreial  mterett,  mnet  haTC  been 
Qruslied  at  enoe,  had  not  the  insignificance  of 
the  lealoti  who  vainly  took  tbe  IcmL  in  it  made 
the  mt  boi^  of  planten,  mercfaanta,  and 
0ihen»  whote  nnmenae  properties  are  inTolved 
io  that  trade,  leaaonablj  enough  tuppoee  that 
there  could  be  no  danger.  Hie  encouragement 
which  the  atten^  haa  received  ezeitea  my 
vooder  and  indignation;  and  though  some 
nm  of  fuperior  abilities  have  supported  it, 
rhetber  from  a  love  of  temporaij  popularity 
vbm  proipsrous,  or  a  love  of  general  misehi^ 
vhea  dfliperale,  nj  opinion  is  unshaken.  To 
aJbolirii  aslitef,  whieh  m  all  aoes  God  has  sane« 
tioaed,  and  man  haa  continued,  would  not  onW 
he  rottery  to  an  innumerable  class  of  our  tei* 
lov-mbieets,  but  it  would  be  extreme  crueltf 
to  the  AfrieaB  savages,  a  portion  of  whom  it 
MTCi  from  masMOffc,  or  intolerable  bondage  in 
thdr  own  country,  and  introduces  into  a  much 
ha|)pier  itale  of  life ;  especially  now  when 
thar  pamsM  to  the  West  Inifies  and  their 
trettaMttt  wt&n  m  fauaaanely  regulated.  To 
•holiib  that  trade  would  be  to 


mut  the  gates  of  ncrey  on 

^^[bstevar  may  have  passed  elaewhere  con- 
oermag  it,  the  House  of  Lords  is  wise  and 

iadepeadent: 

« lolBBBiaatb  fidget  hoaoribus  ( 
N«e  somit  aut  pooit  •ecurei 


SUIW. 


Afbitrio 

I  have  read,  eonversed,  and  thought  much 

r  the  subject,  and  would  recommend  to  all 
■re  oapable  of  conviction,  an  excellent 
^f^  hy  ay  learned  and  ingenious  friend,  John 
^bj,  Eiq^  entitled  *^  Doubts  on  the  Aboli- 
^  of  the  SUve  Trade."  To  Mr.  Ranb/s 
-p<)QMa,**Iwill  apply  Lord  Chancellor  Hard- 
*i^e  I  expresnon  in  prmse  of  a  Scotch  law 
^  called  «*Dirleton*s  Doubts;**  ''his 
Mti,  laid  Ua  lordship,  ''are  betterthan  most 
l>»P^*t  certentfss.** 

^hea  I  said  now  to  Johnson,  that  I  was 
i6iidlkspt  boa  toolate  up;— "NcSir,**  said 
^"Idsn't  care  thou^  I  sit  all  night  with 
j^n."  This  was  an  animated  speech  ffom  a 
•m  in  his  abcty-Binth  year.' 

Had  I  been  aa  attentive  not  to  displease  hhn 


K«rCakM 


•D-.J 


.Borlaytkdown, 
_    U«  or  Ihnni.**-- 
Od,  Ul. ».— J»MiiiP«.  i-  WnoBT. 

leet  hooftMtrMMlf.OT.  ««r«  pro- 

NolhlDf  wM  more  Uniifying  to  blm 

to  bod,  vtaldi  bo  aoror  woald  coll 

•aotbcr  to  eall  IO.    **  I  Ite  dowo,** 

BM7  f  l«op  ;  boC  I  Ite  down  to 

;  and  fooo  rlM  af^  to  P^m  ^^ 

9f  tfeU  potlMtle  naBPOT,  vbtcb 

to  M  cmlneBt  a  dcgrM,  bo  uiod  to 

bU  eoaiMDj,  tlU  1  burt  my  oom 


as  I  ought  to  have  been,  I  know  not  but  this 
vigil  might  have  been  fulfilled ;  but  I  unluckily 
entered  upon  the  controversy  concerning  tbe 
right  of  Great  Britain  to  tax  America,  and 
attempted  to  argue  in  favour  of  our  fellow 
subjects  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic.  I 
insisted  that  America  might  be  very  well 
floveroed,  and  made  to  yield  sufficient  revenue 
By  the  means  of  influence^  as  exemplified  in 
Irdand,  while  the  people  might  be  pleased 
with  the  imagination  or  their  participating  of 
the  British  constitution,  by  having  a  body  of 
representatives,  without  whose  consent  money 
could  not  be  exacted  from  them.  Johnson 
could  not  besr  my  thus  opposing  his  avowed 
opinion,  which  he  nad  exerted  himself  with  an 
extreme  degree  of  heat  to  enforce ;  and  the 
violent  agitation  into  which  Ee  was  thrown, 
while  answering,  or  rather  refrnmanding  me, 
alarmed  me  so,  that  I  heartily  repented  of  my 
having  unthinkingly  introduced  the  subject. 
I  myM^  however,  grew  warm,  and  the  change 
was  great,  from  the  calm  state  of  philosophic 
discussion  in  which  we  had  a  littie  before  been 
pleasingly  employed. 

I  talked  of  the  corruption  of  the  British  par- 
liament, in  which  I  alleged  that  any  question, 
however  unreasonable  or  unjust,  might  be  car- 
ried by  a  venal  minority;  and  I  spoke  with 
hiffh  admiration  of  the  Roman  ffpstr^i  as  if 
composed  of  men  sincerely  desirous  to  resolve 
what  they  should  think  best  for  their  country. 
My  friend  would  allow  no  such  character  to 
the  Roman  senate ;  and  he  maintained  that  the 
British  parliament  was  not  corrupt,  and  that 
there  was  no  occasion  to  corrupt  its  members ; 
asserting,  that  there  was  hardly  ev^  any  ques- 
tion of  great  importance  before  parliament,  any 
question  in  which  a  man  might  not  very  well 
vote  either  upon  one  side  or  the  other.  He 
said  there  haa  been  none  in  his  time  except 
that  respecting  America. 

We  were  fatigued  by  the  contest,  which  wu 
produced  by  my  want  of  cantion ;  and  he  was 
not  then  in  the  humour  to  slide  into  easy  and 
cheerful  talk.  It  therefore  so  hi^pened,  that 
we  were  after  an  hour  or  two  very  willing  to 
separate  and  go  to  bed. 

On  Wednesday,  September  34.,  I  went  into 
Dr.  Johi^son*s  room  before  he  got  up,  and 
finding  that  the  stona  of  the  proMdiiu;  nij[ht 
was  quite  laid,  I  sat  down  upon  his  bedside, 
and  he  talked  with  as  much  readiness  and  good 
humour  as  ever.    He  recommended  to  me  to 


bailtb  sot  a  mtlo  bf  Utttas  op  wltb  bhQ  wbw  I  WM  BjMir 
br  ftoB  ««U :  nor  was  It  an  oaiy  mattor  to  obUgo  bim  oton 
*    "   always  malnt'' — ' '"-' *-!.— 


br  compMaocw.  tor  bo  aJwaji  maintataod  UmI  do  obo  forboro 
tMr  owBondScBtSoDt  tar  Um  aako  of  ploaainc  nothar.  and 
ir ODO dM •Itup, It  waa  prtfbabljr  to  amnao ooo*a lalf.  8omo 
riffat,  bowoTor,  bo  eartalnl/  had  to  lay  lo,  at  bo  nado  bto 
eonpony  exoeedlogly  antortalnliit  wban  bo  bad  ooea  fornd 
ooo,  bf  bia  veboncBt  laaMOtatlonf  and  picrctof  rcproofa, 
not  to  qolt  Uio  fooai«  bat  to  dt  qnlaUv  and  nako  too  for  bbn, 
aa  1  oftan  dM  In  London  till  four  o'clock  In  tbo  nomliig.  At 
StroatiMun  1  nMui^od  boitar,  bovfog  alwaja  mom  frlond  who 
waa  ktod  anouih  to  ongac*  him  In  talk,  and  Ikvour  my  lo- 
troat!  m^  ho  roao  tai  tba  momlof  aa  unwUUoflj  aa  bo  want 
to  bod. «  Ptas^. — Caoun. 

oo  2 
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plant  a  conaiderable  part  of  a  lam  mooriflh 
farm  which  I  had  purchaaed,  ana  he  made 
aeyeral  calculations  of  the  expense  and  profit ; 
for  he  ddighted  in  exerciung  his  mind  on  the 
science  of  numbers.  He  pressed  upon  me  the 
importance  of  plantinff  at  the  first  in  a  yery 
somcient  manner,  qnotmg  the  saying,  **  In  hmo 
nan  Ucei  bu  errare :  **  and  adding,  **  thb  is 
equally  true  in  planting.** 

I  spoke  witii  gratitude  of  Dr.  Tajlor*fl  hos- 
pitality ;  and  as  evidence  that  it  was  not  on  ac- 
count of  his  good  table  alone  that  Johnson 
visited  him  often,  I  mentioned  a  little  anecdote 
whidi  had  escaped  my  firiend's  recollection,  and 
at  hearing  which  repeated,  he  smiled.  One 
evening,  when  I  was  sitting  with  him,  Frank 
deUverad  this  message:  **  Sir,  Dr.  Taylor  sends 
his  oompliment^to  you,  and  begs  you  will  dine 
with  him  to-morrow.  He  hiu  got  a  hare.** 
My  compliments,**  said  Johnson,  ^  and  Til  dine 
with  him — hare  or  rabbit.** ' 

After  breakfast  I  departed,  and  pursued  my 
journey  northwards. 

JOHKSON  TO  MR&  THRALE. 
(Exirmdg.) 

•*  Adiboarne.  Sept.  SS.  1777. 
**  Boiwell  is  gone,  and  it,  I  hope^  pleased  that 
he  has  been  here ;  though  to  look  on  any  thing 
with  pleasure  is  not  very  common.  He  has  been 
gay  and  good-humoured  in  hu  usual  way,  but  we 
have  not  agreed  upon  any  other  eipedition.** 

"  September  29.  He  says,  his  wife  does  not  lore 
roe  quite  well  yet,  though  we  have  made  a  formal 
peace.  He  kept  bis  journal  very  diligently ;  but 
then  what  was  there  to  journalise  ?  I  should  be 
glad  to  see  what  he  says  of  [Taylor]." 
— Letters. 

I  took  my  post-chaise  finom  the  Green 
Man,  a  very  good  inn  at  Ashbourne,  the 
mistress  of  wmch,  a  mighty  civil  gentie- 
woman,  oourts^ring  vexr  low,  presented  me 
with  an  engraving  of  the  si^  of  her  house ; 
to  which  she  had  subjoined,  m  her  own  hand- 
writing, an  address  in  such  singular  simplicity 
of  style,  that  I  have  preserved  it  pasted  upon 
one  of  die  boards  of  my  ori^ai  Journal  at 
this  time,  and  shall  here  insert  it  for  the  amuse- 
ment of  my  readers: — 

*'  M.  Killing1ey*8  duty  waits  upon  Mr.  Boswell, 
is  exceedingly  obliged  to  htm  for  this  favour; 
whenever  be  comes  this  way,  hopes  for  a  con- 
tinuance of  the  same.  Would  Mr.  Boswell  name 
the  house  to  his  extenuve  acquaintance,  it  would 
be  a  singular  favour  conferred  on  one  who  has  it 
not  in  her  power  to  make  any  other  return  but 
her  most  grateful  thanks,  and  sinoerest  prayers 
for  his  happiness  in  time,  and  in  a  bleaseid  eter- 
nity." 

'*  Tuesday  morning." 

From  this  meeting  at  Ashbourne  I  derived 

1  Wfl  imlle  In  Uiete  laborious  daji  at  a  Prebendary*! 
conildeiing  a  hare  as  such  a  cempClng  delicacy.  —  Cboksr, 
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a  considerable  accession  to  my  Johnsonian 
store.  I  communicated  mv  orieinai  Joomal 
to  Sir  William  Forbea,  in  whom  I  have  always 
placed  deserved  confidence ;  and  what  lie  wrote 
to  me  concerning  it  is  so  much  to  mj  credh 
as  the  biogn^iher  of  Johnson,  that  m j  xe«ders 
will,  I  hopMB,  grant  me  their  indulgence  f<x 
here  inserting  it:  **It  is  not  once  or  twice 
goinff  over  i^**  says  Sir  William,  **  that  wOl 
satisfy  me ;  for  I  find  in  it  a  high  degree  of  in- 
struction as  wdl  as  entertainment ;  sumI  I  de- 
rive more  benefit  firom  Dr.  Johnson's  sbdminble 
discussbos  than  I  should  be  id>le  to  dxmw  from 
his  personal  conversation;  for  I  aappose  there 
b  not  a  man  in  the  wotid  to  whom  he  dis- 
closes his  sentiments  so  fredj  aa  to  yomacIC* 

I  cannot  omit  a  eunous  arcamsCanee  whi^ 
occurred  at  Edensor-inn,  dose  by  Chattworth, 
to  survey  the  magnificence  of  which  I  had. 
irane  a  oonsiderabfe  way  out  of  my  n»d  to 
ScoUand.  The  inn  was  then  kept  by  a  very 
joUy  landlord,  whose  name,  I  think,  ws»  Mnltoa. 
He  happened  to  mention  that  **  the  edebntad 
Dr.  Johnson  had  been  in  his  hooae.**  I  in- 
quired wko  this  Dr.  Johnson  was,  that  I  m^^ 
hear  my  host's  notion  of  him.  **  Sir^**  aaidh^ 
u  Johnson,  the  great  writer ;  Od^ig^  aa  they 
call  him.  He*s  the  gjreatest  writer  in  filmland ; 
he  writes  for  the  ministry ;  he  haa  acoR«a|Kaid- 
ence  abroad,  and  lets  them  Imow  whai*s  going 
on." 

My  firiend,  who^  had  a  thorough  depeDdeace 
upon  the  authenticity  of  my  nuiatiQa  without 
any  embdUtkmient^  as  falaehood  arJkHom  aa  too 
gentiy  c^led,  laired  a  good  deal  at  this  re» 
presentation  of  h«m«plf, 

BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON. 


«*EdIiibaiBh, 
«  Mt  dkak  Sia,  —  By  the  first  post  I 
you  of  my  safe  arrival  at  my  own  houses  and  ihM 
I  bad  the  comfort  of  finding  my  wife  aod  childieB 
all  in  good  health. 

•*  When  I  look  back  upon  our  late  inteitiew,  it 
appears  to  me  to  have  answered  eipectalion  better 
than  almost  any  scheme  of  happincsa  that  I  ev«r 
put  in  execution.  My  Journal  is  stored  with 
wisdom  and  wit ;  and  my  memory  b  filled  wkth  the 
recollection  of  liyely  and  affectionate  fedi^v 
which  now,  I  think,  yield  me  more  aatisffectioa 
than  at  the  time  when  they  were  first  excited.  I 
have  experienced  this  upon  other  **i*fTiTifms  I  sImU 
be  obliged  to  you  if  jou  will  explain  it  to  me :  far 
it  seems  wondleriiil  that  pleasure  should  be  man 
yiTid  at  a  distance  than  when  near.  I  wish  you 
may  find  yourself  in  a  humour  to  do  me  this  fevour ; 
but  I  flatter  myself  with  no  strong  hope  of  it ;  fiw  I 
have  observed,  that,  unless  upon  very  serioat 
occasions,  your  letters  to  me  are  not  — sspcs  to 
those  which  I  writer" 


(I  then  expressed  much  nneaaineas  &at  I 
had  mentionea  to  him  the  name  of  the  gentle- 
man *  who  had  told  me  the  story  so  much  to 


s  Mr.  Betttclerfc.    8m  miU,  p.  000.  — 
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his  diaidnntagei  tlie  truth  of  which  he  had 
completelj  refuted ;  for  that  mj  having  done 
10  migbt  be  interpreted  as  a  breach  of  con- 
fidence, and  offend  one  whose  society  I  valued : 
therefore  esmestlj  requesting  that  no  notice 
mi^t  be  taken  of  it  to  any  Mdj,  till  I  should 
be  in  LoDdon,  and  have  an  opportunity  to  talk 
it  over  with  the  gentleman.) 

[JOHNSON  TO  MR&  THRALE.I 

(fixitacte.) 

••LIchfltld.  OetSl. 
"f  m  eooMb  St  last,  to  Liehileld»  and  am  really 
gbd  that  I  hava  got  away  from  a  plaee  where 
thete  VM  indaed  no  evil,  but  very  little  good.  My 
vittt  to  8tow«liiU  baa  been  paid.  I  bave  seen  tbera 
t  coUectioa  of  misery.  Mrs.  Aston  paralytic,  Mn. 
Wilatlnr  Isme»  Mn.  Hervey  blind,  and  I  think 
uoUier  lady  deaC  Even  such  is  life.  I  bope 
(Uir  Mia.  Astoo  is  a  little  better ;  it  is,  however, 
W7  little.  Sbe  was,  I  believe,  glad  to  aee  me ; 
uMi  to  have  any  body  glad  to  aee  ma  is  a  great 
pieaturaL** 

JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  ASTON. 

**  London,  Not.  so.  1777. 

*DtAa  MiDAMf—Hirough  Birmingham  and 
^M  I  got  without  any  difficulty  or  diaaster  to 
loodoo,  tfaoogh  not  in  ao  abort  s  time  ss  I  ez- 
pt«^  ibr  I  did  not  reach  Oiford  before  the 
"'^  day.  I  came  homo  very  much  incommoded 
VotertKted  respiration;  but  by  vigoroua  methoda 
n  tooMduag  better.  I  have  aioee  been  at  Brigbt- 
hvtaooa^  aad  am  now  designing  to  aettle. 

"  Di Areot  things.  Madam,  are  fit  for  diflhrent 
P*^W.  It  ia  fit  Ibr  ma  to  aettle,  and  for  you  to 
■o^c  I  wiah  I  eould  bear  of  you  at  Bath  ;  but 
I  am  afraid  that  is  hardly  to  be  espccted  from 
^•w  rcaolate  inactivity.  My  next  hope  is  that 
5«m  vUl  endeavour  to  grow  well  where  you  are. 
I  cunot  help  thinking  tSat  I  aaw  a  viaible  amend- 
ment httveao  the  time  when  I  left  you  to  go  to 
Aihboame,  and  the  time  when  1  came  beck.  I 
^>«  yoQ  will  go  on  mending  and  mending,  to 
^''vh  cscrciae  and  ehcerfulneaa  will  very  much 
<^«nbate.  Take  care,  therefore,  dearaat  Biadam, 
tvbcbotyuidebeerftil. 

**  1  here  great  eonfidcnce  in  the  care  and  con* 
vmatioa  of  dear  Mrs.  Gastrell.  It  is  very  much 
^  iBteraat  of  all  that  know  her  that  aha  abould 
««tuiiM  wen,  for  abc  is  one  of  few  people  that  has 
^  proper  regard  for  those  that  are  sick.  She  wss 
to  kind  to  ae  that  1  hope  I  never  aball  forget  it ; 
^if  it  be  trooblcsoma  to  you  to  write,  I  ahall 
*^  that  aha  will  do  me  another  act  of  kindneaa 
|[T«»v€riDg  thia  letter,  for  I  beg  that  I  may  hear 
^  you  by  aona  hand  or  another.  I  am.  Madam, 
^«  &c,  Sam.  JouMaoM." 


,  .«*..»»  by  UcbMd,  where  he  fomid 

la  the  aMlancholy  condition  dacribed  in 

lenre  of  them  In  tba  folloiriof  not* :  — 

hia  oompllflMnM  to  the  UdlM  at  Slow* 

ba  vooid  hove  taken  a  mora  formal  leava,  Imt 


K^t* 


^  ^  VM  wOUa^  to  apara  a  earwMaj  wbich  be  bopaa 
*  '/.^**«  bwa  no  pUnanra  to  tba«,  and  woold  bSTo  baas 


'^Cai 


JOHNSON  TO  MRa  PORT£B. 

•*  London,  Nor.tt.  1777. 

**  DsAa  Lovs;  -^  Tou  ordered  me  to  write  you 
word  when  I  came  homOi  I  have  been  for  aoma 
days  at  Brighthelmatone,  and  came  back  on  Tuea- 
day  night 

**  You  know  that  when  I  left  you  I  was  not 
well ;  I  have  taken  physio  very  diligently,  and  am 
perceptibly  better ;  ao  much  better  that  I  hope  by 
cars  and  peraeveranca  to  recover,  and  aee  yon  again 
from  time  to  time. 

*<Mr.  Nollekena,  the  atatnary,  has  bad  my 
direction  to  aend  yon  a  cast  of  my  bead.  I  will 
pay  the  carriage  when  we  meet.  Let  me  know 
how  you  like  it ;  and  what  the  ladies  of  your  rout 
say  to  it.  I  have  heard  dilferent  opinionSi  I 
cannot  think  where  you  can  pot  it. 

**  I  found  every  body  here  welL  Miaa  [Thrale] 
haa  a  mind  to  be  womanly,  and  her  womanhood 
docs  not  sit  well  upon  her.  Please  to  make  my 
compliments  to  all  the  ladies  and  all  the  gentlemen 
to  whom  I  owe  them,  that  is,  to  a  great  part  of 
the  town.  I  am,  dear  Madam,  your  moat  humble 
servant,  Sam.  Johvsox.**] 

~*  xVaraon  Jt  & 


JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

**  London,  Mor.  S.  1777. 
"  Dbas  Sia,  ^-  You  will  wonder,  or  you  have 
wondered,  why  no  letter  haa  come  from  me.  What 
you  wrote  at  your  return  had  in  it  auch  a  strain  of 
cowardly  caution  ss  gave  ma  no  pleasure.  I  could 
not  well  do  what  you  wished ;  I  bad  no  need  to 
vex  you  with  a  refuaal.  1  have  aeen  [Mr.  Beau- 
clerk],  and  as  to  him  have  set  all  right,  without 
any  inconvenience,  ao  fiv  ss  I  know,  to  you.  Mrs. 
Thrale  had  forgot  the  story.     You  may  now  he  at 


<*  And  at  ease  I  certainly  wish  you,  for  the 
kindneaa  that  you  showed  m  coming  so  long  a 
joomey  to  aae  me.  It  was  pity  to  keep  you  so 
long  in  pain,  but,  upon  reviewing  the  matter,  I  do 
not  ssa  what  I  could  have  dona  better  than  I 
did.  I  hope  you  found  at  your  return  my  dear 
enemy  and  all  her  little  people  quite  well,  and 
had  no  reaaon  to  repent  of  your  jotimey,  I  think 
on  it  with  great  gratitude. 

*'I  was  not  well  when  yoo  left  me  st  the 
doctor's,  and  I  grew  worae;  yet  I  ataid  on,  and 
at  Lichfield  was  very  ilL  Tiravelling,  however, 
did  not  make  me  worae;  and  when  I  came  to 
London,  I  complied  with  a  aommona  to  go  to 
Brightfaehnatone,  where  I  aaw  Beaticlcrk,  and 
ataid  three  daya. 

**  Our  club  has  recommenced  last  Fridsy,  but 
I  was  not  there.  Langton  has  soother  wench.' 
Mrs.  Thrale  ia  in  hopes  oif  a  young  brewer.  They 
got  by  their  trade  last  year  a  very  large  stim,  and 
thor  expenses  are  proportioiuite.  Mra.  WiUiains*s 
health  is  very  bad.    And  I  have  had  for  some  time 


•  Adaoahtarbomtohloi.— BoawBU.  MyaniaMafHand 
Mlta  Jana  Laofton,  to  vbon  Jobnion  vaa  aodfatber,  and 
wbo  gtill  mrvlvM,  In  tba  anlojniam  of  good  baaltb,  food 
aplrlta,  good  looka,  and  a  pariact  uMnwry  of  bar  lUuiinoaa 
IHand.  — Caoaan,  1M7. 
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A  wcry  diiBeult  and  liborious  retpintion ;  bot  I  am  ^ 
bettvr  by  parget,  abatinenoet  and  other  methods.  | 
I  am  yct|  however,  mueh  behimtbaiid  in  my  health 
and  rert. 

.  *•  Dr.  Blair'a  lermoiia  are  noir  uniTenally  eoea- 
mended ;  but  let  him  think  that  I  had  the  honour 
of  litst  flnding  and  firat  pnuaing  bit  eieelleneics. 
I  did  not  atay  to  add  my  Toiee  to  that  of  the 
pttblie. 

•*  My  dear  tntndt  let  ma  thank  you  ooee  more 
tot  your  visit ;  you  did  me  great  honour,  and  I 
hope  met  with  nothing  that  diapleaaari  you,  I 
Btaid  long  at  Aahbourae,  not  mueh  pleaaed,  yet 
awkward  at  departing.  I  then  went  to  Liehfield. 
where  I  found  my  ftiend  at  Slowhill  [Mn.  Aaton] 
very  dangeroualy  dieaated.  Sueh  is  life.  Let  ua 
try  to  pass  it  weU,  whatever  it  be^  for  there  is  sorely 
something  beyond  it. 

**  WeU,  BOW,  I  hope  all  is  well ;  write  as  soon  aa 
you  ean  to,  dear  Sfa>,  &e..  Sax.  Johmsok.** 

BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

-  Bdlnburth,  Not.  «.  1777. 
«<  Mv  DBAK  Sis,  —  This  day*s  pest  has  at  length 
relieved  me  from  much  uneasiness  by  bringing 
me  a  letter  Irom  you.  I  was,  indeed,  doubly 
ttn«a!iy ;  on  my  own  account  and  yours.  I  was 
very  aniioaa  to  be  secured  against  any  bad  con- 
SM|oeooe8  from  my  impmdcnce  in  mcntioiiing  the 
gentleman's  name  who  had  told  me  a  story  to  yonr 
disadvantage;  and  as  I  ooold  hardly  suppose  it 
poa^le  that  you  would  delay  so  long  to  make  me 
easy,  unless  you  were  ill,  I  was  not  a  little  ap- 
prehensive about  you.  You  must  not  be  offended 
when  I  venture  to  tell  you  that  you  appear  to  me 
to  have  been  too  rigid  upon  this  oecssion.  Hie 
^eowardfy  eamtiom  mhiek  pitm  yea  no  nhewrre,*  was 
suggested  to  me  by  a  friend  here,  to  whom  I  men- 
tioned the  strange  story,  and  the  detection  of  its 
Iklsity,  as  an  inatanee  how  one  may  he  deceived  by 
what  is  spparently  very  good  authority.  But  aa  I 
am  still  persuaded  that  as  I  might  have  obtained 
the  troth  without  mentioning  the  gentlemaa*^ 
■ame.  It  was  wrong  in  me  to  do  it,  I  cannot  sse 
that  you  are  Just  m  blaming  my  caution.  Bot 
if  you  were  ever  ao  Just  in  your  dimpprobatieii, 
might  you  not  have    dealt  more  tenderly  with 


**l  went  to  Aochinleck  about  the  middle  of 
October,  and  passed  some  time  with  my  ftther 
very  comfortably. 

•*  I  am  engaged  in  a  criminal  proeecutioa  afgtintX 
a  country  sAoolmaetsr,  for  indeceot  behavioor  to 
his  fomale  scholars.  There  is  no  statute  against 
euch  abominahie  eoodoet ;  bot  it  is  punishable  at 
common  law.  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  for  yoor 
aeriitsnce  in  this  evtraordiaary  triaL  I  ever  m 
ftc..  J  AMIS  BeawBLu" 


About  this  time  I  wrote  to  Johotoo,  giving  Um 
aooonnt  of  the  deciaioaof  the  Negro  caiiie»  by 


I  8«t  Slits  Trials,  vol.  al.  p.  Mi.,  and  Mr.  Harfravs's 

«  Hm  BBoCte  to  II  wss  hspplly  chossn :— 
M  Q«nsvls  Ills  Biger,  ^osbvIs  la 


I  csaaot  avoM  asationhit  a  drcasMtsiiet  do  Ins  stnufs 
Ihsa  troa^  that  a  broCbsr  advoesto  Is  eootklcrabis  practtoo 


theoonrt  of  lesuon,  which  by  those  wiohold  e>  a 
the  mildest  and  best  reguuted  slavery  in  sho- 
mination  (of  which  number  I  do  Dot  hairM 
to  declare  that  I  am  none)  ahoold  be  Rnm- 
bered  with  high  respect,  and  to  tke  credh  « 
Scotland ;  ft>r  it  went  upon  a  Brack  bnaikr 
ground  than  the  case  of  Somerm^  wkicb  «» 
decided  in  Ensland* ;  being  traly  tbe  ^nrrJ 
question,  wheUier  a  perpetosl  obligttion  ' 
senrioe  to  one  master  in  any  mode  ihouid  .< 
sanctified  by  the  law  of  a  free  oooativ.  i 
nmo,  then  cdled  Joseph  Knight,  t  nstiu-  •: 
Africa,  halving  been  broogbt  to  Jaaaia  n ' J* 
usual  ooorse  of  the  slave  trade,  and  mnhtt*^ 
by  a  Scotch  gentleman  in  that  idbad,  haii  >^' 
tended  his  master  to  Scotland,  whve  it  «« 
officiously  snsgested  to  him  thit  he  vmid  ** 
found  entitled  to  his  libertf  withonl  idt  lini - 
ation.    He  aocordmffly  brought  hii  actioa,  i 
the  course  of  which  &  advocacionbod<ii'f 
did  themselves  ^p^at  honour.    Mr.HarUimi 
has  had  the  praise  of  Johnson,  for  hii  vp- 
ment*  in  favour  of  the  negro,  sod  Mr.  lU" 
oonochie'  distinguished  himself  on  the  »=< 
side,  b/  his  ingenuity  and  cstraordiain  :^ 
search.    Mr.  Cullen,  on  the  portof  the  ncbr* 
discovered  food  infonnalioii  and  sound  ra^'''' 
ing ;  in  which  he  wis  weU  suporlcd  hj  ^' 
James  Fo^guson,  remarkable  nr  aamlT  tf- 
derstanding,  and  a  knowledge  both  of  V« 
and  of  the  world.  But  I  cannot  too  kigyv^ 
the  speech  which  Mr.  Heni7  Dandv  \vt», 
P.2SS.]  generonslj  coatributcdtolfecBOi^^ 
the  sooty  stranger.     Mr.  Dnndmis  6c«ttif 
aooent,  v4ilch  has  been  eo  oAcb  in  vsm  ekcm-"^ 
as  an  objection  to  his  powerful  abiUbes  ia  f 
liament,  was  no  disadvanti^  m  ban  ia  ka  '^v^ 
country.     And  I  do  dedare,  that  opoa  'i-j 
memorable  (juestion  he  imfjressed  Df*  ^^   ' 
believe  all  his  audience,  with  snch  M^^^  ^ 
were  produced  by  some  of  the  moit  r&r  I 
orations  of  antiquity.    TUa  icatimoBv  I   '^ 
rallv  give  to  the  excellence  of  an  oU  frrA 
with  whom  it  has  been  mv  lot  to  dif'p-l 
widely  upon  many  poltticnl  toniei :  y«t  I  ^ 
suade  myself  without  malice.    A  gre*'  ■* 
of  the  lords  of  session  decided  for  the  kt 
But  four  of  their  number,  the  Ler^  f^** 
[Dundasl  Lord  EUiock  [Vcalch],  Us^  ^* 
boddo  [Burnett],  and  Lord  Cevuvu*  >^ 
hart],  resolutely  maintniaed  the  )tiMi>^  * 
a  JtelHs,  which  has  been  aefcBOwledri  •  ^ 
ages  ami  couatriea,  and  that  whfo  tr***"*^ 
flourished,  as  in  old  Greece  sad 


[JOHNSON  TO  MBa  OASTftlU- 


••  DsAa  BCauAii. 
no  good;  yet  I 


[Mff.Wrj^t; 

WBIL. 

s  Aftsrwarte  a  letd  ef 

dowbsnk,  sad  UShsr  ef 
lais ~ 
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ov  anitetT  ■ometimes  makes  us  fear.  Winter  is 
iodeed  to  alt  those  that  nay  distemper  has  enfeebled 
■  wery  trouMetome  time ;  but  eare  and  caution 
■if  ymm  safely  through  it,  and  from  sDring  and 
maioicr  some  lidicf  is  always  to  be  hoped.  When 
1  esiiie  hither  I  fell  to  taking  care  of  myselft  and 
W  phyne  and  opium  had  the  constriction  that 
obitnieted  my  brwth  very  suddenly  removed.  My 
nights  itill  eontinne^cry  laborious  and  tedious,  but 
they  do  not  grow  worse. 

"  I  do  not  ask  you,  dear  Madam,  to  take  care 
of  MiB.  Aston ;  I  know  how  little  you  want  any 
aich  exhortatioos ;  but  T  earnestly  entreat  her  to 
tske  esrr  of  herseK  Many  lires  are  prolonged  by 
•  diligent  attention  to  little  things,  and  I  am  fer 
fnxn  thioking  it  unlikely  that  she  may  grow  better 
hf  degress.  Howerer,  it  is  her  duty  to  try,  and 
^hen  we  do  our  duty  we  haTC  reason  to  hope.  I 
to,  dear  Madam,  ftc,  ftAx.  Johnsov.**] 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

**  Dae.  sy.  1777. 
*; DsAa  Sia,—  This  ia  th«  time  of  the  year  in 
vhiefa  sU  expeasa  their  good  wiabes  to  their  flieoda, 
■id  I  send  mine  to  you  and  your  femily.  May 
TOW  livei  be  long,  happy,  and  good.  I  have  been 
■ack  oat  of  order,  but,  I  iMpe,  do  not  grow 


**The  eriase  of  the  aehoolosastcr  whom  you  are 
isgsged  Co  proaarnta  ia  very  great,  and  may  be 
■H^eeted  la  be  too  common.  In  our  faiw  H  would 
bt  s  hiaaeh  of  the  peaee  and  a  misdemcanonr ; 
Iksi  li,  a  kiad  of  isideinilt  erime,  not  capital,  but 

I  paaiahsble  at  ibo  discretion  of  the  court.     You 

I  oaaot  want  ottttar :  all  that  needs  to  be  said  will 

'  tttily  oceur. 

"  Mr.  9mm,  Ibo  autbor  of  tho  Gadie  Grammar, 

I  'oirBi  nw  to  laake  a  requoit  fer  him  to  Lord 
Egfiaiottoa^  that  ba  may  be  appointed  chaplain  to 

I  M*  of  the  Bew-rataed  ragimenla. 

**  All  our  friends  are  as  they  were ;  little  has 
Opened  to  them  of  either  good  or  bad.  Mrs. 
Tbralc  ran  a  great  black  hair-dressing  pin  into  her 

j  «T> ;  bat  by  great  evacuation  she  kept  it  from  in- 
'•■iag.  aad  it  is  almost  well.     Miss  Reynolds  has 

I  k>ai  out  of  cedar,  but  ia  better.     Mrs.  WiUiams  is 
■  •  vffTT  poor  otate  of  boakh. 

**  if  I  ibottU  wrke  on,  I  should,  perhape,  write 
^f  complainta,  and  thefefara  I  will  content  myself 
*itb  Itlfiag  you,  that  I  knre  lo  think  on  you,  and 
to  bear  from  you  ;  and  that  I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours 
'■^ttfally,  Sam.  Jonasoa.* 

BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

-E4iiilmrfh,J«o.i.l77t. 

"OsAa    fiia,— Your  aoogratnlatioos  upon  a 

**«  fear  an  mixed  with  complaint;  mine  must  be 

>o  too.  My  wife  has  fer  some  time  been  ill,  having 

,  ^  eanfeitd  to  the  honee  these  three  months  by  a 

antre  cold,  aftetided  with  alarming  symptoms." 
^  <  H«ie  I  gaine  a  pailieuler  account  of  the  dislreaa 
I  *^i(k  the  paraon,  upon  every  account  most  dear 
t»  mm,  ■■■*■■■< ;  um!  of  tha  diamal  sUte  of  a^ 
which  I  now  was :  adding,  that  I 
»pa  io  Bead  of  his  ooasolmg  phW 

*  Dtd  ;ou  ever  look  at  a  book  written  by  Wilson, 


a  Scotchman,  under  the  Latin  name  of  Volu»eHiu, 
according  to  the  custom  of  Hterary  men  at  a  certain 
period?  It  is  entitled  ••  De  AmmU  TVamfuiBitaie,*' ^ 
I  earnestly  desire  traaqoiUsty.  Bmta  res  qmu; 
but  I  fear  I  shall  never  attain  it ;  for,  when  unoc- 
cupied, I  grow  gloomy,  and  occupation  agitates  me 
to  feveriahness.     1  am,  dear  Sir,  &c., 

**  Jaxxs  BofWXLU** 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

**  Jan.  S4. 1778. 
"  Dbab  Sia,  —  To  a  letter  ao  intereetiBg  as  your 
last,  it  is  proper  to  letom  some  answer,  however  litde 
I  may  be  disposed  to  write.  Your  alarm  at  your 
lady*b  illness  was  reaaonable,  and  not  dispropor- 
tionate to  the  appearance  of  tfie  disorder.  I  hope 
your  physical  liiend*ii  conjecture  is  now  vertied, 
aad  all  fear  of  a  consumption  at  an  end :  a  little 
eare  and  eseraiae  will  tfiea  reatora  bar.  London 
ia  a  good  air  lor  ladies;  and  if  you  bring  her 
hither,  I  will  do  for  bar  what  she  did  for  me— I 
will  retire  from  my  apartments  fer  her  accom- 
modation.    Behave  kindly  to  her,  and  keep  her 


'  *  You  always  seem  to  eaU  for  tendi 
then,  that  ia  the  irst  month  of  the  prsstnt  year  I 
very  highly  esteem  and  very  cordially  love  you. 
I  hope  lo  tdl  you  this  at  the  beginning  of  every 
year  as  long  as  we  live;  and  whv  should  we 
troable  ourselvaa  to  tell  or  bear  it  oAener?  T^ 
Veronica,  Buphemia,  and  Alexander,  that  I  wish 
them,  as  well  as  their  parents,  many  happy  years. 

^  You  have  ended  the  ncgro*b  cause  much  to  my 
mind.  Lord  Auchlnleek  and  dear  Lord  Hailes' 
were  on  the  side  of  liberty.  Lord  Hailes*s  name 
reproaches  me ;  but  if  he  saw  my  languid  neglect 
af  my  own  alfeirB,  be  would  rather  phy  than  resent 
my  neglect  of  bis.  I  hope  to  mend,  «#  cf  miki 
tt  amittM.      I  am,  dear  Sir,  youis  alfeo- 

Sam.  Jornsov.** 


"  My  service  to  my  fellow-traveller,  Joseph.** 

Johnaon  maintained  a  long  and  intimate 
friendship  with  Mr.  Welch,  w£>  succeeded  the 
celebrated  Hemr  Fielding  as  one  of  his  ma- 
jesiy^  justices  of  the  peace  for  Westminster ; 
kept  a  regular  office  for  the  police  of  that  great 
^strict;  and  disdiarged  his  important  tmsti 
fbr  maaT  years,  faithfully  and  ably.  Johnson, 
irho  had  an  nger  aad  unceasing  curiosit/  to 
know  human  lite  in  all  its  Tariety,  told  mc,  that 
he  attended  Mr.  Welch  in  bis  office  for  a  whole 
winter,  to  hear  the  examinations  of  the  culprits; 
hut  that  he  found  an  almost  uniform  tenor  of 
misfortune,  wretchedness,  end  profligacj.  Mr. 
Welch's  health  being  impaired,  he  was  advised 
to  tiT  the  effect  of  a  warm  climate ;  and  John- 
son, oy  his  interest  with  Mr.  Chamier,  procured 
him  feave  of  absence  to  go  to  Italy,  and  a 
promise  that  the  pension  or  salary  of  two  hun* 
dred  pounds  a  year,  which  aofernmewt  allowed 
him,  should  not  be  discontinued.  Mr.  Weldi 
accordingly  went  abroad,  accompanied  by  his 


1  Flomios  Wnton,  horn  at  Elgta.  diad  near  Lyont,  fas 
1M7.  Bctkl«t  tba  dUlogiw  **  D0  Amimi  TrmmfmiUtta/e;'  ba 
wroCaonoortwoothar  works  of  no  note  — Csoasa,  1835. 
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daugbter  Aime,  a  young  ladj  of  uncommon 
taienU  and  literature.^ 

JOHNSON  TO  SAUNDERS  WELCH, 
M  tiU  EngVuik  Coffte-Houttf  lUm*. 

•*  F«b.  1. 1778. 

*<  DxAa  SiBf— To  hare  luffered  one  of  my  best 
and  dcarett  friends  to  paa  almott  tvo  yean  in 
foreign  eountrics  widumt  a  letter,  hat  a  Tciy 
riumeful  appcaranee  of  inattention.  But  the  truth 
if,  that  there  wae  no  pirtieular  tame,  in  which  I 
had  anything  perticuler  to  eay ;  end  general  ex* 
presuom  of  good  will,  I  hope^  our  long  friendahip 
if  grown  too  aolid  to  want. 

**  Of  publie  affiurs  you  hare  infbnnation  from 
the  newtpapen  wbererer  yeu  go^  for  the  English 
keep  no  secret;  and  of  other  things  MtslmoU 
lekens  informs  you.  My  intelligence  could,  there- 
fore, be  of  no  use ;  and  Miss  Nancy's  letters  made 
it  unnecessary  to  write  to  you  for  information ;  I 
was  likewise  for  some  time  out  of  humour,  to  find 
that  motion  and  nearer  approaches  to  the  sun  did 
not  restore  your  health  so  last  as  I  expected.  Of 
your  health  the  accounts  haTe  lately  hcen  more 
pleasug ;  and  I  have  the  gratification  of  imagining 
to  myself  a  length  of  years  which  I  hope  jrou 
have  gained,  and  d  which  the  enjoyment  will  be 
imprrad  by  a  vast  accession  of  images  and  obsenr- 
adons  which  your  journeys  and  various  residence 
have  enabled  you  to  make  and  accumulate.  You 
have  travelled  with  tfiis  felicity,  almost  peculiar  to 
younelf^  that  your  companion  is  not  to  part  from 
you  at  your  Journey's  enid ;  but  you  are  to  live  on 
together,  to  help  each  other's  reeoUeetions,  and  to 
supply  each  other's  omissions.  The  world  has 
few  greater  pleasures  than  that  which  two  friends 
ei\joy,  in  tractna  back,  at  some  distant  time,  thoee 
transactions  and  events  through  which  they  have 
passed  together.  One  of  the  old  man's  nuserics 
is,  that  he  cannot  easily  find  a  companion  able  to 
partake  with  htm  of  the  past.  You  and  your 
fellow  traveller  have  this  comfort  in  storey  that 
your  conversation  will  be  not  easily  exhausted; 
one  will  always  be  glad  to  say  what  the  other  will 
always  be  willing  to  hear. 

"  That  you  may  eqjoy  this  pleasure  long,  your 
health  must  have  your  constant  attention.  I  sup- 
pose you  propose  to  return  this  year.  There  ia  no 
need  of  beau :  do  not  come  hither  befon  the 
height  of  sununer,  that  you  may  fidi  gradually  into 
the  inconvenieness  of  your  native  clime.  July 
scenes  to  be  the  proper  montiL  August  and 
Ser  lember  will  prepare  you  for  the  winter.  After 
having  travelled  so  for  to  find  health,  you  must 
take  care  not  to  lose  it  at  home ;  and  I  hope  a 
little  care  will  efi*ectually  preserve  it. 

**  Miss  Nsncy  has  doubtless  kept  a  constant  and 
copious   JoumaL      She  must  not  expect  to  be 


4 


I  The  IHsDddilp  bttwesa  Mr.  Wdcb  aai  kta  wm  an. 

brokco.  Mr.  W«lchdMiiotoiSB7moaCbibdiBr*Uai,siid 
bcquMillMd  htm  tve  guiOMi  for  m  riett  whkh  Johowm  r»- 
edved  with  taadOTMM,  ■•  •  kiDd  acsMctal.  HiarMWdwas 
eoastsnt  flbr  hlf  fHmd  Mr.  Wslch't  asaitbtwi  (  orwbom 
Muy  li  nsnisd  to  Mr.  NolMiMa,  ths  fteuiarf,  wbote  iB«rf t 
U  too  well  known  to  rtquiro  any  pralM  flran  m*.  —  BoawiLL. 
Mr.  and  Miu  Walch  were  protably  the  **fM**  who  were 
anxious.  m»  JohuoQ  lUtet,  ante,  p  45S.,  that  ha  should  visit 
Ua\j.  Ther*  U  a  grrat  deal  about  both  the  sisters  in  Smith '  • 
LtJ*  Mf  S*t*lek9»9^  and  Miss  Hawklai**  Mnsetrf.  — Cnoaaa. 


welcome  when  she  returns  without  a  ffmiwmU 
information.  Let  her  review  her  jounal  oAei, 
and  set  down  what  she  finds  hcnelf  to  hntoniitid, 
that  she  may^  trust  to  memory  as  little  it  piashk, 
for  memory  is  soon  conlused  by  a  qaiek  aMOUMt 
of  things ;  and  she  will  grow  ercrj  dij  kn  c» 
fident  of  the  truth  of  her  own  aansUTi^  sska 
she  can  recur  to  some  written  nemorisli.  If  ikt 
has  satisfied  herself  with  hints,  iarttsd  oT  IbQ 
representations,  let  her  supply  the  drfrienriw  oov 
while  her  memory  is  yet  freah,  sad  while  kr 
fether's  memory  may  hdp  her.  If  ihcobww 
this  direction,  die  will  not  have  travelled  is  fas; 
for  ihe  will  bring  home  a  book  with  vhich  Ac 
may  entertain  herself  to  the  end  of  life;  1/  it 
were  not  now  too  late^  I  would  advise  hv  Is  sete 
the  impression  which  the  first  si^  cf  say  tkins 
new  and  wonderful  made  upon  her  oua^  Let  W 
now  set  her  thoughts  down  as  ibe  ctfi  innUirt 
them ;  for,  fiunt  as  they  may  already  b^  thq  vfil 
grow  every  day  feinter. 

*<  Perhaps  1  do  not  flatter  myself  imiis— lily 
when  I  imagine  that  you  may  widi  to  kaov  «■»> 
thing  of  me.  I  can  gratify  your  bene? oleast  vid 
no  account  of  health.  The  hand  of  tioa  «  d 
disease^  is  very  heavy  upon  ma.  I  peairertlaiisl 
uneasy  nights,  harassed  with  coovuhioai  ef  af 
breast,  and  flatulencica  at  my  stoned ;  sad  rat' 
less  nights  make  heavy  dayiL  Buiaothiagvilbt 
mended  by  complaints,  and  therefore  I  vi&  sab 
anend.  When  we  meet,  we  will  tiy  to  faipf 
cares  and  our  maladies,  and  contribute  ssatoi* 
to  the  cheerfulness  of  each  otb«.  Jf  I  hsd  foai 
with  you,  I  believe  I  shodld  have  been  kiaa; 
btit  I  do  not  know  that  it  waa  in  my  posrei.  !«• 
dear  Sir,  your  most  hundila 


andafl 


This  letter,  while  it  girce 
how  to  traTel  to  the  b«t 
therefore  be  of  Teiy  _ 
eminent  proof  of  Johntoa's 
ate  heart 


JOHNSON  TO  MR&  LUCT  FORTKL 

*•  Baaa  BfAnait,— I  faava  aeveral  DbIs 
to  mention  which  I  have  hitherto  as^eelid-  Ti 
Judged  rightly  ia  thinkii^  that  the  hast 
not  please.  It  is  condcaned  by  Mta.  Thssla  H^ 
Reynolds,  and  Ifis.  Garrieks  aa  that  X«v^"^ 
probation  is  not  singular. 

**  These  things  have  never  coet  me  any  tlia^  * 
that  I  do  not  mudi  know  the  priceL  mj  ^^*^ 
made  for  the  Eahabitioa,  and  shown  for  ksaev* 
the  artist,  who  is  a  man  of  reputataoo  sbeve  ss;  d 
the  other  seulptora  To  benodelladiaclBjcsA 
I  believe  twenty  gmnaaa ;  bot  tha  asai^  wis  iki 


rfSl 


•  TUtbnittoBovlaIke 
Bidwara,  near  lichiaM 


copied,  a<ft  Sodtb, 
portion,  aadtbo  boat  la 
of  the  wlf  no  doobc  took 
sad  toleht*  UMrefcrSt  dl 
Mmos  himself  tboufbt  tt 
an  earfr  east  to  the  aacood 
no — CBoaBa,ia«T 
Aoaat  work*  ^  P.  Cuani 


^T.  69. 


BOSWELL'S  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


569 


model  it  vrnde,  are  of  no  grest  price ;  whether  a 
gaitm,  or  two  guincea,  I  cannot  teU. 

**  Whtn  you  eomplained  for  want  of  oystera,  I 
ordered  jon  a  barrel  weekly  for  a  month ;  you 
Kflt  me  word  sooner  that  you  had  enough,  but  I 
did  not  eonntermand  the  reiL  If  you  could  not 
eit  then,  eoold  you  not  me  them  away  ?  When 
joo  want  any  thing,  tend  me  word.  I  am  Tery 
pooriy,  and  have  Teryreatleu  and  opprenive  nighti» 
bat  alwaya  hope  for  better.  Pray  lor  me.  I  am, 
Ac  Sam.  JoHVioir.'^ 

MSS. 

BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

•*  Bdlnburtb.  Feb.  M.  1778. 

"Mr  atAE  Sia,  — Why  I  haye  delayed,  for 
onr  a  month,  to  thank  you  for  your  last  affectionate 
Utter,  I  cannot  aay ;  for  my  mind  has  been  in 
better  health  these  three  weeks  than  for  some  years 
pist  I  beUcre  I  haye  evaded  till  I  could  send 
fou  a  copy  of  Lord  Hailca's  opinion  on  the  negro's 
cMDc^  vhidi  he  wishes  you  to  read,  and  correct 
■IT  errors  that  there  may  be  in  the  language ;  for, 
•tjihc,  *  we  live  in  a  critieal,  though  not  a  learned 
iffe ;  sad  I  seek  to  screen  mysdf  under  the  shield 
dT  Ajsi.'  I  communicated  to  him  your  apology 
t»  keeping  the  sheets  of  his  *  Annala*  so  lonf^.  He 
■Ji.  '  I  am  sorry  to  aee  that  Dr.  Johnson  is  in  a 
«iie  of  languor.  Why  ahould  a  sober  Christian, 
Bcithcr  sn  enthusiast  nor  a  fonatic,  be  very  merry 
w  rery  sad  ? '  I  envy  hb  lorddiip*^  comfortable 
MMtitotion;  but  well  do  I  know  tliat  languor  and 
dqection  will  afllict  the  best,  however  excellent 
1^  principles.  I  am  in  possession  of  Lord 
H^la'i  opinion  in  his  own  handwriting,  and  have 
bed  it  Ibr  some  time.  My  excuse  then  for  pro- 
oaitinstion  must  t>c^  that  I  wanted  to  have  it 
<>pi«d ;  and  I  hsve  now  put  that  off  so  long,  that 
<<  vUl  be  better  to  bring  it  with  me  than  send  it, 
■  I  diall  piobobly  get  you  to  look  at  it  sooner 
*ben  I  aolidt  yoo  in  person. 

*My  wifo^  who  is,  I  thank  God,  a  good  deal 
better,  is  mneb  obliged  to  you  for  your  very  polite 
■>d  egwteoaa  oflbr  of  your  apartment:  but  if  she 
fM  to  Londom  it  wUl  be  best  for  her  to  have 
^Ipa^  in  the  aeore  airy  Tiemity  of  Hyde-park. 
L  bowcvcr,  doubt  much  if  I  shul  be  able  to  pre. 
*aU  wttb  her  to  aeeompany  me  to  the  metropolb  $ 
^  ibe  is  so  diflbrcnt  fiom  you  and  me^  that  she 
^ibcs  travelling ;  and  she  isso  ahxious  about  her 
ihjJdieo,  that  she  thinks  she  should  be  unhappy  if 
■t  s  dasiaaee  fiom  them.  She  therefore  wishes 
'^'bcr  to  go  to  some  country  place  in  8eotland» 
*t^«>e  the  esB  have  them  with  her. 

**  I  purpose  being  in  London  about  the  90th  €/t 
*nt  noaih,  as  I  think  it  creditable  to  appear  in 
t!«  boa«  of  lords  as  one  of  Dooglas*to  counsel,  in 
^  peat  and  last  competitioo  between    Duke 


»Dr 


•tkS 

i^Mkadareel 
-»  M  tushhei,  I 


of  Dromore,  huawrouely  ob- 

bfssbfaet  oo  the  crust  of  a  roll. 

oat  Ibo  cnm  far  hiauoir.  lime 

Perhape  tho  wora  tkrtw 

Croatod  Loeett  with 


for  Mm.  I  have  often  teen  John- 

pealed,  or  railwr  attended,  bv  Levett, 

of  the  tea>ketcle.— MAidon. 

**I>r.  lelineoa  frequentif  ob- 

*  to  hba  for  inn'* 'my 


**I  am  sorry  poor  MrsL  Williams  is  so  ill: 
though  her  temper  is  unpleaasnt,  she  has  alwaya 
been  polite  and  obliging  to  me.  I  wish  many 
happy  yeara  to  good  Mr.  Levett,  wbo»  I  suppose, 
holds  his  usual  place  at  your  breakfost-table. '  I 
ever  am,  dear  Sir,  your  affectionate  servant, 

**jAMaa  BocwxLL.** 

BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

«•  Bdiobargh,  Feb. ».  1778. 
Tou  are  at  present   busy 
poets^  preparing,  for  the 
entertainment,  prefoces  bio- 
It  will  not,  therefore,  he 
to  you  for  the  decision  of  a 
arisen  between  a  lady  and 
in  PameU.    That  poet 
quitted  hia  cell 


**  Mr  DKAK  Sia,  — 
amongst  the  English 
public  instruction  and 
graphical  and  critical, 
out  of  season  to  appeal 
controversy  which  has 
me  concerning  a 
tells  us  that  his  hermit 


to  know  the  world  by  sight. 


To  find  if  booiM  or  eaeotW  report  it  right ; 
(  For  yet  by  twtdnt  ahme  the  world  he  knew. 
Whose  foet  came  wand'ring  o'er  the  nightly  dew. )' 

I  maintain,  that  there  is  an  inconsistency  here ; 
for  as  the  hennit*a  notions  of  the  world  were 
formed  from  the  reports  both  of  hookM  and  twaiust 
he  oould  not  Justlv  be  said  to  know  by  swains  ahtu. 
Be  pleaaed  to  Judge  between  us,  and  let  us  have 
your  reaaons.* 

**  What  do  you  say  to  'Taxation  no  Tyranny,' 
now,  after  Lord  North's  declaration,  or  confession, 
or  whatever  else  his  coneiliattMry  speech  should  be 
called  ?  I  never  difiered  from  you  in  politics  but 
upon  two  points— the  Middlesex  election,  and  the 
taxation  of  the  Americana  by  the  Britiah  houaca 
of  representatives.  There  is  a  cAorai  in  the  word 
parHammif  so  I  avoid  it.  As  I  am  a  steady  and  a 
warm  tory,  I  regret  that  the  king  doea  not  aee  it  to 
be  better  for  him  to  rcoeive  constitutional  supplies 
from  his  American  sukti^ets  by  the  voiee  of  their 
own  assembliee,  where  his  royal  person  is  repre« 
sented,  than  through  the  medium  of  his  British 
sul^^ecta.  I  am  persuaded  that  the  power  of  the 
crown,  which  I  wiah  to  increase^  would  be  greater 
when  in  contact  with  all  its  dominions,  than  if '  the 
rays  of  legal  bounty*'  were  *to  shine'  upon 
America  through  that  dense  and  troubled  body,  a 
modern  British  parliament.  But  enough  of  this 
subject ;  for  your  angry  voice  at  Ashbourne  upon 
it  still  sounds  awfiil  *  in  my  mind's  ove.'—  I  ever 
am,  &c. 


[JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  MONTAGU. 

*•  Mareh  6. 1778. 
<*  Mauaic,  —  And  so  you  are  alarmed,  naughty 
lady?  You  might  know  that  I  was  ill  enough 
when  Mr.  Thrale  brought  you  my  excuse.  Could 
you  think  that  I  missed  the  honour  of  being  at 
(your)  table  for  any  slight  reason  ?  But  you  (have) 


loaf  at  breaktkft,  and 


than  boaee.rooai,  bU  ebare  in  a poaay  loaf  at  breakaet,  and 
now  and  then  a  dinner  on  a  Bundajr .  iohnsoo  alwaji  treated 
blm  with  marked  routfif.  ^  Caoaaa. 


thaahoaee< 
noi 

rlUl 

*  See  this  eob^eet  ducweed 
Ifajr  a.  1779.  —  MALona. 

*  Alladlnf  to  a  line  ta  hto  •*  Vaaliy  of  Hmnen  Wtebes,*" 
detcrlUof  CardfaiBl  Yft»mj  la  a  etste  of  elevetlon :  ~ 


hia 


PM*. 


'  ThroQgb  htaa  the  rap  ofrifal  boaalj  shine, 


•• 
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too  many  to  miss  any  one  of  as,  and  I  am  (proud) 
to  be  remembered  at  lasL  I  am  mucb  better.  A 
little  cough  (still)  remains,  which  wfll  not  confine 
me.  To  houses  (like  yours)  of  great  delicacy  I  am 
not  wining  to  bring  it. 

**  Now,  dear  Madam,  we  must  talk  of  bustness. 
Poor  Davies,  the  bankrupt  bookseller,  is  soliciting 
his  friends  to  collect  a  snudl  sum  for  the  repurchase 
of  part  of  his  household  stuff.  Several  of  them 
gave  him  five  gnineaa.  It  would  be  an  honour  to 
him  to  owe  part  of  his  relief  to  Mrs.  Montagu. 

"Let  me  thank  you,  Madam«  once  mora,  far 
your  inquiry ;    you  have,  perhaps^  among  your 
numeroua  train  not  one  that  values  a  kind  wocd  or 
a  kind  look  more  than.  Madam,  your%  fte.* 
— Momiagu  MS,  «  Sam.  Johiisov." 


JOHNSON  TO  MR&  MONTAGU. 

**  March  C 1778. 

**  MAnAM,— I  hope  Diavica,  who  does  not  want 
wit,  does  not  want  gratitude»  and  then  he  will  be 
almost  as  thankful  for  the  bill  as  I  am  for  the  letter 
that  enclosed  it. 

« If  I  do  not  lose,  what  I  hope  always  to  keep» 
my  reverence  for  transecodent  merit,  1  shall  con- 
tinue to  be  with  unalterable  fidelity.  Madam,  your 
ftc,  Sam.  JoHsrsoK.**] 

— Momla^  MS, 

BOSWEIX  TO  JOHNSON. 

••  Bdiaborih,  Karah  IS.  1778. 
*  Mr  DKAa  Sni,  —  The  alarm  of  your  late  illncn 
diitressed  me  but  a  few  boarfc «  for  on  the  evening 
of  the  day  that  It  reached  me,  I  found  it  contra- 
dicted in  *  The  London  Chroniele^*  which  I  eoiild 
depend  upon  as  aothentic  concerning  yoa,  Mr. 
Scrahaa  being  the  printer  of  it.  I  did  not  see  the 
paper  in  which  'the  appraaehiag  extinetion  of  a 
bright  himtnary*  was  aanounoed.  Sir  ¥rtlliam 
Forbes  told  me  of  it;  and  he  says  he  aaw  me  ao 
mieasy,  that  he  did  not  give  ne  the  report  in  such 
strong  terms  as  he  read  it.  He  afterwards  sent  me 
a  letter  from  Mr.  Langton  to  him,  which  relieved 
me  much.  I  am,  however,  not  quite  easy,  as  I 
have  not  heard  from  yoo;  and  now  I  shall  not 
have  that  comfort  before  I  aee  you,  for  I  set  o«t 
for  London  to>morrow  before  the  post  cornea  in. 
I  hope  to  be  with  you  on  Wednesday  aaoming : 
and  I  ever  am,  with  the  highest  veneratiaii«  ny 
dear  Sir,  your  most  obliged,  fiuthful,  and  aflfectionate 
humble  servant. 


ft 


>  DsnghCar  of  Pr.  fiwhifen,  Johatcm*!  godftitber  (snd  esrtj 
hinsfcrtitr.  aee  mui,  p.  4.  n.  I.X  and  widow  ef  Mr.  Deanou- 
Ifais,  a  wrtting-roaster.  —  Boewaix. 

*  See  PMC  (tub.  »d  Nor.  1778),  so  aecooDt  of  the  CrUli  hU 
petienoe  had  Co  •aflWr  fran  the  dieMaaloni  of  the  vsrioas 
mnatet  of  hU  hovae.  *'  The  diaseoalona,'*  saya  Mra.  PIoisl. 
**  of  ttra  near  odd  iaheMtsnfa  of  hU  hooao.  dktreeaad  and 
BMrtlAed  htan  exoeedloffly.  He  reellj  wn  aometimea  aArald 
of  gekif  iMme,  heeaute  he  wis  ao  sore  to  be  met  at  the  door 


CHAFTEB  LXn. 
1778. 

iiniAtet  of  Sok  Comrt  —  Ibaa  Damn.  —  Comud 
at  tke  Bar  of  tka  Houm  o/  Csauwas.^  1%mu 
a  Kkmpis.  —  thet  of  a  Dituy,  —  Stnd  AAt. 
rmee  to  JVath.  —  Gko$i9.  — Mm  Wwihf,  — 
AkSbUulu*  Dog,  -^  EmignUiom. -^  PbrUamakry 
Ehquoaet,  —  flaee  Sumttn.  —  Aitk  Jjufmft 
—  mckme$a^»  "  TVoreb.**  —  Homuty.  —  Temp- 
AfftoM.  —  Dr,  Eamedg**  TVagedg.  —  Skoothf  « 
£i^aM|rMMiii. — Ifip.  Dmmmtig,  _  Osrtwfatfrf.  — 
Li*itgafNawT^tkm,-^Mn.  Mom»aga.^Hmm 
of  SatMarg.-^  Dffimi^om.  —  IWiie ^'ihaf -. 
Fbanvt.^  GMtmUk. —  Chmria  Hk  fyHi- 
Bmt  BmgUtk  Strmomo.^^  Sttmg  ffcsihW'- 
.^Ocentetaai.  ^Dtkmg'a  -  OhoenaHammSinjr 

Oh  Wednesda^jr,  Mirch  18.,  I  anind  in  Lcb- 
don,  and  was  mforaied  by  good  Mr.  fnnea, 
that  hia  master  waa  better,  and  was  goae  to 
Mr.  Thrale's  at  Streatfuai^  to  whicb  pisoe  I 
wrote  to  him,  begging  to  kiiow  when  he  iroikl 
be  in  town.  He  waa  noi  expected  for  warn 
time ;  but  next  dnT,  hsving  eaUed  on  Dr.  Tif  • 
lor,  in  DeanVyaid,  Westminster,  I  found  faia 
thm,  and  waa  told  he  had  oome  to  town  fat  i 
few  honrs.  He  met  me  with  his  nsnal  kind- 
ness, but  instantlj^  returned  to  the  writing  d 
something  on  which  he  waa  employed  wuen  I 
came  in,  and  on  which  he  aeemed  mncb  inteot 
finding  him  thus  engaged,  I  made  my  visit 
▼ery  short,  and  had  no  mare  of  his  oonvcni- 
tion,  extept  his  expressing  a  aerions  le^ 
that  a  friend  of  onn  [Mi,  Lanpton]  was  liviag 
ai  too  mnch  expense,  oonsideriaff  bow  poor  is 
lypearance  he  made:  '^li^**  and  he,  **»  ais 
MB  spleadoiD'  from  hia  expenae,  if  he  wpatk 
his  DMney  in  pride  or  ia  pleasnie,  he  ^ 
valne ;  bat  if  he  leta  o&era  spend  it  fior  bin, 
which  is  most  oommonlj  tiie  ease,  he  his  no 
advantage  firam  it." 

On  ^idsjr,  Much  20.,  I  foond  him  it  ^ 
own  house,  sitting  with  Ifrs.  Williamsi  sad  was 
informed  that  the  room  farmerlj  allotted  to  ae 
was  now  appropriated  to  a  charitable  pnrpoie; 
Mrs.  Desmoulins  \  and,  I  think,  her  (W{^t9, 
and  a  ACss  Carmichael,  being  also  lodged  in  it 
Such  was  his  hummnity,  and  such  hn  seneroatj, 
that  Mrs.  Desmoulins  herself  told  meoe  sUovmI 
her  half  a  gojnea  a  week.  Let  it  be  renn- 
bered,  that  this  was  above  a  twelfth  part  of  Ui 
pension.' 


with  DM 

thef  medeMallia 

ef  aiaklat  thdra  ha|if% 

eoe  waa  womiwood  to  the 

Mane  their  tofTatitaie. 

voald  hialaalhr 

iheochertMdtBlshed 

not  hew  lo 
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Hit  tibenlitf ,  indeed,  was  at  all  periods  of 
his  fife  Teiy  remarkable.  Mr.  Howard,  of 
Lichfield,  at  whose  father's  house  Johnson  had 
in  his  early  years  heen  kindly  received,  told 
me,  that  when  he  was  a  boj  at  the  Charter- 
house, bis  father  wrote  to  him  to  ffo  and  pay  a 
!  ?isit  to  Mr.  Samuel  Johnson,  wlwm  he  aceord- 
,  iogly  did,  and  found  him  in  an  upper  room,  of 
,  poor  appearance.  Johnson  received  him  with 
modi  eovrteousnesB,  and  talked  a  "r  vif  deal  to 
him,  as  to  a  schoolboy,  of  the  course  of  his 
edeeatiott,  and  other  partieulars.  When  he 
afterwards  came  to  know  and  understand  the 
high  character  of  this  great  man,  he  recollected 
bis  condescension  with  wonder.  He  added, 
that  when  he  was  goinff  awa^,  Mr.  Johnson 
presented  him  with  half  a  pumea;  and  tins, 
sMd  Mr.  Howard,  was  at  a  time  when  he  pro- 
bt^  had  not  another. 

We  retired  from  Mrs.  Williams  to  another 
room.  Tom  Daries  soon  after  joined  us.  He 
hsd  now  uufortunately  fafled  m  his  circnm- 
stanoes,  and  was  much  indebted  to  Dr.  John- 
son's Idndness  for  obtaining  for  him  many 
sOeriations  of  his  distress.  After  he  went 
svay,  Johnson  blamed  his  foHy  in  quittins  the 
stage,  by  which  he  and  his  wife  cot  five  nnn- 
mi  pounds  n  year.  I  said,  I  bdiered  it  was 
owinnr  to  Churchill's  attack  upon  htm,  ^He 
moQths  a  sentence  as  curs  mouth  a  bone.** 
Jonson.  **  I  believe  so  too.  So*.  But  what  a 
mia  is  he  who  is  to  be  driven  from  the  stage 
bj  t  Gne?  Another  line  would  have  driven 
bun  from  his  shop!** 

1  told  him  that  I  was  engaged  as  counsel  at 
the  bar  of  the  House  of  Coounons  to  oppose  a 
rawl-bill  in  the  county  of  Stiriing,  ana  asked 
htm  whiHt  mode  he  would  advise  me  to  follow 
in  addressing  such  an  audience.  Josksov. 
"Why,  Sir,  yott  must  provide  yourself  with  a 
good  <leal  or  extraneous  matter,  whidi  you  are 
to  produce  occasionally,  so  as  to  fill  up  the 
time;  fbr  yoa  must  consider,  that  they  do  not 
listen  mueb.  If  you  beffin  with  the  strength 
of  your  eanee,  it  may  be  lost  betee  they  begm 
to  listm.  When  you  caldi  a  moment  <»  atten- 
tion, press  the  merits  of  the  question  ujxm 
thfem.''  He  said,  as  to  one  point  of  the  merits, 
that  he  thought  ^  it  would  be  n  wrong  thing  to 
deprive  the  small  landholders  of  the  nrivik^ 
of  assessing  themselves  for  making  ana  repau*- 
is^  the  him  roads :  ii  wis  dsttrofmg  a  eeritdn 
portim^ o/iAerljf  wUktmi  u  good  rvason, ssAscA 
•ot  lAono  m  had  Aii^r    When  I  mentioned 


thb  obaerrtion  next  day  to  Hr.  Wilkes,  he 

snid,   ««WhatI   does  As   tdk   of 

LAotip  m  as  ridicuiotts  in  kit  mouth 

in  sniis.*^    Mr.  Wilkes*s  adrice  as 

mode  of  speaking  at  the  bar  of  the 


I  tf 


la  lk«  Bscklns^ 
thowrb 

(•MKMMatalM 

**— irf«Mir«  Mem. 
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House  of  Commons  wss  not  more  respectful 
towards  the  senate  than  that  of  Dr.  Johnson. 
^Be  as  impudent  as  you  can,  as  merry  as  you 
can,  and  say  whatever  comes  uppermost.  Jack 
Lee  *  is  the  best  heard  there  of  any  counsel ; 
and  he  is  the  most  impudent  dog,  and  always 
abusing  us.** 

In  my  interview  with  Dr.  Johnson  this 
evening,  I  was  quite  easy,  ^uite  as  bb  com- 
panion ;  upon  which  I  find  m  my  journal  the 
following  reflection :  ^  So  readj  is  my  mind  to 
suggest  matter  for  dissatisfiiction,  that  I  felt  a 
sort  of  regret  that  I  was  so  easy.  I  missed  that 
awfiil  reverence  with  which  I  used  to  contem- 
plate Mx.  Samuel  Jomson,  m  the  complex 
magnitude  of  his  literary,  moral,  and  religious 
character.  I  have  a  wonderful  superstitious 
love  of  mjf$terjf ;  when,  perha{is,  the  truth  is, 
that  it  is  owinff  to  the  cloudy  darkneHs  of  my 
own  mind.  1  should  be  glsid  that  I  am  more 
advanced  in  my  progress  of  being,  so  that  I 
can  view  Dr.  Jolmson  with  a  steadier  and 
dearer  e^e.  M^  dissatisfaction  to-night  was 
foolish.  Weuld  it  not  be  foolish  to  regret  that 
we  shall  have  less  mystery  in  a  ftiture  state  f 
That  *we  now  see  in  a  glios  darkly,*  but  shall 
*then  see  fine  to  face?***  This  reflection, 
which  I  thus  freely  cnmmunirate,  will  be 
valued  by  the  thtnlong  part  of  my  readers, 
who  may  Mve  themselves  experienced  a  similar 
state  of  mind. 

He  returned  next  day  to  Streathsm,  to 
Mr.  Thrale*s;  where,  as  Mr.  Str^ian  once 
omnphuned  to  me,  **  be  was  in  a  great  measure 
absorbed  from  the  society  of  his  old  friends.*** 
I  was  kept  in  London  by  business,  and  wrote 
to  him  on  the  27th,  that  ^*m  separation  from 
him  for  a  wedc,  when  we  were  so  near,  was 
equal  to  a  senaration  for  a  year,  when  we  were 
at  four  hundred  miles  distance.**  I  went  to 
Streatham  on  Monday,  March  SO.  Before  he 
appeared,  Mrs.  Thrale  made  a  very  character- 
isticsd  remark:  **!  do  not  know  for  certain 
what  will  please  Dr.  Johnson :  but  I  know  for 
certain  that  it  will  displease  him  to  praise  any 
ihmg,  even  what  he  lixes,  extravagantly.** 

At  dinner  he  laughed  at  querulous  declama- 
tions against  the  age,  on  account  of  luxury, — 
increase  of  London,  ->  scarcity  of  provisions, — 
and  other  such  topics.  ^Houses,**  said  he, 
**will  be  built  tOl  rents  fall;  and  com  is  more 
plentiful  now  than  ever  it  was.** 

I  had  before  dinner  repeated  a  ridiculous 
story  told  me  by  an  old  man,  who  had  been  a 
passenger  wttii  me  in  the  stage-coach  io-dav. 
Mrs.ljirala,  having  taken  occasion  to  allude 
to  it  m  talking  to  me,  called  it,  ""The  stonr 
told  you  by  the  old  loomcm.**  **  Now,  Modom,^ 
said  I,  **give  me  leave  to  catch  you  in  the 


s  iULAtmUk  Botlets  tU*  lo  the 

**  Hf  flHaod  tad*  BM  wteMM,  1 
Vnih  tMlBft  Ums  Mnwon  aaS 
For  I  kMv  It  (nscb  M,  Mb 
TlMSM  with  bis  iM 
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fact :  it  was  not  an  old  woman^  but  an  old  mam^ 
whom  I  mentioned  as  having  told  me  this.**  I 
]^resamed  to  take  an  opportunity,  in  the  pre- 
aenee  of  Johnson,  of  showing  this  liyel j  ladj 
how  mdy  she  was,  unintentionally,  to  deriate 
firom  exact  anthentici^  of  narration. 

Thomas  k  Kempis  (ne  observed)  must  be  a 
good  book,  as  the  world  has  opened  its  arms  to 
receive  it.  It  is  said  to  have  been  printed,  in 
one  language  or  other,  as  many  times  as  there 
have  been  months  since  it  first  came  out. '  ^  I 
Always  was  struck  with  this  sentence  in  it: 
^  Be  not  angry  that  yon  cannot  make  others  as 
you  wish  them  to  M,  since  you  cannot  make 
yourself  as  you  wish  to  be.  * 

He  said,  '^I  was  anffrv  with  Hnrd  about 
Cowley,  for  having  pub&hed  a  selection  of  his 
wcoAe  :  but,  upon  i)etter  consideradon,  I  think 
there  is  no  impropriety  in  a  man*s  [)ublishing 
as  much  as  he  chcMses  of  any  author,  if  he  does 
not  put  the  rest  out  of  the  way.  A  man,  for 
tostance,  may  print  the  Odes  of  Horace  alone.** 
He  seemed  to  oe  in  a  more  indulgent  humour 
than  when  this  subject  was  discussed  between 
him  and  Mr.  Murphy. 

When  we  were  at  tea  and  coffee,  there  came 
in  Lord  Trimlestown,  in  whose  family  was  an 
ancient  Irish  peera^  but  it  suffered  Dy  taking 
die  generous  side  m  the  troubles  of  the  last 
century.*  He  was  a  man  of  pleasing  conversa- 
tion, and  was  accompanied  by  a  young  gentle- 
man, his  son. 

I  mentioned  that  I  had  in  my  possession  the 
Life  of  Sir  Bobert  Sibbald,  the  celebrated 
Scottish  antiquary,  and  founder  of  the  royal 
college  of  physicians  at^  Edinburgh,  in  the 
original  manuscript  in  his  own  handwriting; 
and  that  it  was,  I  believed,  the  most  natural 
and  candid  account  of  himself  that  ever  was 
given  by  any  man.  As  an  uistance,  he  tells 
tiiat  the  Duke  of  Perth,  then  ohancdlor  of 
Scotland,  pressed  him  ver^  much  to  come  over 
to  the  Roman  Catholic  faith ;  that  he  resisted 
all  his  grace*s  arguments  for  a  oonsidersble 
time,  till  one  day  he  felt  himself,  as  it  were, 
instantaneously  convinced,  and  with  tears  in 
his  eyes  ran  mto  the  duke*s  arms,  and  em- 
braced the  ancient  religion ;  that  he  continued 
very  steady  in  it  for  some  time,  and  accom- 
panied his  grace  to  London  one  winter,  and 
lived  in  his  household ;  that  there  he  found  the 
rigid  fasting  prescribed  by  the  church  very 
aevei«  upon  him ;  that  this  disposed  him  to  re*' 
consider  the  controversy;  and  having  then 
seen  that  he  was  in  the  wrong,  he  returned  to 
Protestantism.  I  talked  of  some  time  or  other 
publishing  this  curious  life.  Mna.  Thmaub.  **  I 


1  TiM  flnt  cdltlMi  WM  in  1491.  B«twMii  tbalpOTtod 
ITn,  McordlBS  to  this  aeeonat,  tber*  were  S^SOO  cdltlop*. 
But  tbti  U  TOTT  Improbable.  —  Maianb.  No  doubt  i  b«  Ma- 
Imm,  by  a  ttraos*  blunder  of  hU  own  jreetiv  macnlSei  tbe 
ImprobeMlitT,  by  Uklnt  tbe  dete  of  BotveU*e  publlcatteii 
faMteed  or  tlMt  of  the  ienMk.wh«M?«r  it  «M>r««  —'- 

*CBe«u. 

STlMorisiBelpMMtsvftii  ■*  81  son  pete*  te  Cekm 


think  yon  had  as  well  let  alone  that  publiaBdoa. 
To  discover  such  weakness  exposes  a  man  when 
he  is  gone.**  Johksov.  ^  Kay,  it  is  an  hooert 
picture  of  human  nature.  How  often  are  the 
primary  motives  of  our  greatest  actions  as 
small  as  Sibbald*s  for  his  re-con  version  !* 
Mbs.  TmAUE.  **  But  may  they  not  as  well  be 
forgotten  ?**  Johrsoh.  **  No,  Madam ;  a  man 
loves  to  review  his  own  mind.  That  is  the  use 
of  a  diaiT  or  joumaL**  Loan  TumxarowiL 
^  True^  Sir.  As  the  ladies  love  to  see  tlKB- 
selves  in  a  glass,  so  a  man  likes  to  see  hinmdl 
in  his  jouraaL**  Boswbll.  **A  rerj  ptwtty 
aUurion.**  Jokhsoh.  **Yes,  indeed.*  Bao> 
wxxjL.  **  And  as  a  lady  adjusts  her  drean  befive 
a  mirror,  a  man  adjusts  his  diaracter  by  ^****''*;! 
at  his  ioumal."  I  next  year  found  tbe  toj 
same  thought  in  Atterbury*s  **  Funeral  Seinw 
on  Lady  Cutts  ;**  where,  having  mentioned  ber 
Diary,  he  says,  ^  In  this  ^lass  she  ercxy  day 
dressed  her  mind.**  This^  is  a  proof  of 
ddence,  and  not  of  plagiarism ;  lorlhsMl 
read  that  sermon  before. 

Next  morning,  while  we  were  at 
Johnson  gave  a  very  earnest 
of  what  he  himself  practised  with  the  ni 
conscientiousness :  I  mean  a  strict  attoition  to 
truth  even  in  the  most  minute 
**  Accustom  ^onr  children,**  said 
stantly  to  this:  if  a  thinf  happened  at 
window,  and  they,  when  rdating  it,  aaj  that  H 
hi^ypened  at  another,  do  not  let  it  pent,  bnt 
instantly  check  them :  you  do  not  know  wbnv 
deviation  from  truth  wOl  end.**  Boawxix.  ^  U 
may  come  to  the  door:  and  when  once  an 
account  is  at  all  varied  in  one  drcuoMtancie,  it 
may  by  degrees  be  varied  so  as  to  be  totadty 
difllerent  from  what  really  happened.*  Ov 
livdy  hostess,  whose  fancy  was  impatient  cf 
the  rrin,  fidgeted  at  this,  and  ventnred  to  aar* 
^  Kay,  this  is  too  much.  If  Dr.  Johnson  aboaia 
forbid  me  to  drink  tea,  I  would  ooaamlj,  aa  I 
should  feel  the  restraint  only  twice  a  oay ;  ba^ 
little  variations  in  narrative  mn« 
thcusand  times  a  day,  if  one  is  not 
watching.**    Jomisoir.    "^WeO,  " 


yon  OMgM  to  be  perpetually  walfhiiy,     It 
more  irom  carelessness  about  truth,  tSan  h% 


intentbnal  lying,  that  there  ia  so 
hood  in  the  wond.** 
In  his  review  of  Dr.  Warton*s  *«  Emb^  on  tbe 


Writings  and  Genius  of  Pope,' 
given  tbe  fi^owins  salutary  caatkia  nnon 
subject :  **  Nothing  but  experience  coold  ei 
the  frequency  of  false  inlbnnation, 
afty  man  to  conceive  that  ao  many 
reports  should  be  piopagatad  as  every 


•oalen  visi  qvoiMdi 
dtuV**    DeMmiL 

a  Staicethls 
eadMlcholaa 
tide.  ThepenonnM 
•ad  pTMcrlbed  freia 
qucnt  oooTcrudba.  <— 
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eminenoe  nuiT  htar  of  hiiiiBelf.  Some  men 
relate  what  the/  think  as  what  they  know ; 
wme  men  of  ooniiued  memories  and  habitual 
injccuncj  ascribe  to  one  man  what  belonss  to 
loocher;  tnd  some  talk  on  without  thought  or 
eve.  A  few  men  are  sufficient  to  broach  falae- 
koodSf  which  are  afterwards  innocently  diffused 
hj  sucoesuTe  reUters.**  ^  Had  he  lived  to  read 
what  Sir  John  Hawkins  and  Mrs.  Pioszi  have 
related  oonceming  himself,  how  much  would 
be  hare  found  his  observation  illustrated  1  *  He 
vaa,  indeed,  so  much  impressed  with  the  pre- 
Taleoce  of  falsehood,  voluntary  or  uninten* 
tiooal,  that  I  never  knew  any  person  who, 
upon  hearing  an  extraordinary  cuvumstance 
tMd,  disoorered  more  of  the  tiieredalM  odk  He 
would  say,  with  a  significant  look  and  dedsive 
tone,'' It  is  not  so.  Do  not  tell  this  i^n.**^ 
He  inculcated  upon  all  his  friends  the  import- 
toce  of  perpetual  vigilance  agminst  the  sligntest 
degrees  of  falsehood;  the  dect  of  which,  as 
Sir  Joahua  Beynolds  observed  to  me,  has  been, 
that  all  who  were  of  his  scAoo/  are  distinguished 
for  a  love  of  truth  and  accuracy,  which  the^ 
would  not  have  possessed  in  the  same  degree  if 
the?  had  not  been  aoouainted  with  Johiuon. 

Talking  of  i^osts,  he  said,  ^  It  is  wonderful 
that  five  thousand  years  have  now  elapsed 
>nce  the  creation  or  the  worid,  and  stall  it  is 
ttodecided  whether  or  not  there  has  ever  been 
u  instance  of  the  spirit  of  any  person  appear- 
ing aAer  death.  All  argument  is  against  it ; 
bat  aU  belief  is  for  it** 

He  said,  **John  Wesley's  conversation  is 
rood,  but  be  is  never  at  leisure.  He  is  always 
<^i«sed  to  so  at  a  certain  hour.  This  is  verpr 
<&a;?reeable  to  a  man  who  loves  to  fold  his 
legi  and  have  out  his  talk,  as  I  do.** 

On  Friday,  April  3.,  I  dined  with  him  in 
I^ndott,  in  a  company^  where  were  present 
Kveral  eminent  men,  whom  I  shall  not  name. 


,  I78S.  p.  S7. 

bat  owr-pnidflDk  oooDMil  OB  Iblf 
lUUaa  writ«r,  quoiad  by  Bedi,  **  De 
,**  with  tb«  cpkbet  of**  AmM^odltf.** 

dM  ha  becU  dl  OMBaogna 
la  labbra  qnaalo  alpuota  i 
lb  vargofna.*— BoawBLk 

•hooM  not  hava  dlteorarad  Chat 
Daola.    Tha  fbUowlog  U  Wri^'t 


rhkh  baari  tha  MmbUmea  of  a  Ma* 
tha  Itot.  ir  poMlbla ; 
ba  abant,  icOl  dlMraca  to  sigh.** 

J^f(tm,  xvL  114.  ~  CaoKBB,  IS47. 

M  mHi  agiiQ  eatar  mj  protatt  agalatt  thto  amrsloB.  Mrs. 
'^*ni  b  tamttlmtm  tBaeettiaia  In  axpraMloai  aadf  oaall  daialto, 
*  *«*t  alv^fa  ba  tba  cbm  of  a  raport  of  ooavanatioB  BMda 
"^•v  «  lapM  of  daa  froan  aamory ;  and  Hawkini  vaa  oer- 
*>Mr  ibponS  to  taka  anamhihla  vievf  of  Btanblnd,  aad 
*«  «  MBM  retpacla  vmtitmMf  to  JohmoB;  but  aa  i«- 
t*^*  tvir  aoaediDtet  of  him,  I  am,  aftar  a  cloia  iBqatrf, 


>  UmrrMagn 


^»«chd 


andoid 

Tao* 


■4til«>aofcbclr  aBthancldtjr  and  geoaral  accuraer.    Thar 
'»d  tM  (who  avar  had  ?)  tha,  "    "       * 


_  _  at  onea,  livld  and  aocurala 
Wk  9(  Botwdl :  bBl  Umt  vara  aot  lUta.  Both  BotwaU, 
•«  M»  ffrtcBd  BDd  adltor,  Mr.  Mahma,  vara  daaply  pra- 
'"^  ■!■*■'>  tba  rival  aotbort —  Cbokbb,  1047. 

*  TV  CM —  Tbto  tetmt  to  ba  Ihaonlv  totUnca  In  vhkh 
■'  BmvHI  bat  vaBtnrad  to  glva  In  any  detail  tha  converaa- 
un  flf  tkM  nriaty  ;  and  va  taa  that  oq  thto  oeeacion  ha  bat 

I,  bat  hai  dtoiraftad  the  parttat  under 


•Vft  bob  Ukm 


AU  thaM  latlart.  hovarar— even 


but  distinguish  thdr  ports  in  the  conversation 
by  different  letters. 

F.  **I  have  been  lookinff  at  this  famoua 
antique  marble  dog  of  Mr.  Jennings  ^,  valued 
at  a  thousand  guineas,  said  to  be  Alcibiades* 
dog.**  Johnson.  ^  His  tail  then  must  be  docked. 
That  was  the  mark  of  Alcibiades*  dog.**  £.  *«  A 
thousand  guineas!  The  representation  of  no 
animal  w&tcver  is  worth  so  much.  At  this 
rate,  a  dead  dog  would,  indeed,  be  better  than 
a  living  lion.**  Johnson.  ^  Sir,  it  is  not  the 
worth  of  the  thinff,  but  of  the  dull  in  forming 
it,  which  is  so  hi^y  estimated.  £very  thing 
that  enlarges  the  sphere  of  human  powers,  that 
shows  man  he  can  do  what  he  thouffht  he  could 
not  do,  is  valuable.  The  first  man  iriio  balanced 
a  straw  upon  his  nose;  Johnson,  who  rode 
upon  three  horses  at  a  time ;  in  short,  all  such 
men  deserve  the  applause  of  mankind,  not  on 
account  of  the  use  or  what  they  did,  but  of  the 
dexterity  which  they  exhibited.**  Boswbu.. 
*^  Tet  a  inisi4>plication  of  time  and  assiduity  is 
not  to  be  encouraged.  Addison,  in  one  of  his 
'Spectators,*  commends  the  judgment  of  a 
king,  who,  as  a  suitable  reward  to  a  man  that 
by  h>ng  perseverance  had  attained  to  the  art  of 
throwing  a  barley-corn  through  the  eye  of  a 
needle,  save  him  a  bushel  of  barley.**  John- 
son. *'  ne  must  have  been  a  king  of  Scotland, 
where  barley  is  scarce.**  F.  ^  One  of  the  most 
remarkable  antique  figures  of  an  animal  is  ^e 
boar  at  Florence.**  Johnson.  ^The  first  boar 
that  is  well  made  in  marble  should  be  preserved 
as  a  wonder.  When  men  arrive  at  a  facility  of 
makinff  boars  well,  then  the  worirmanship  is  not 
of  such  value ;  but  they  should,  however,  be 
preserved  as  examples,  and  as  a  greater  security 
for  the  restoration  of  the  art»  should  it  be 
lost** 

£.   '^We    hear  produ;iou8  complaints  at 
present  of  emigration.    I  am  convmced  thai 


with  tha  namaa  of  tha  eompaaf  bafore  na— It  to  not  aair  t» 

"      *  "  I  of  r 

lany 
eoBitotad  of  Dr.  Jpkm§om,  pratldent,'  Mr,  Bmrke,  Mr.  Bo^ 


.     .  4  aafTt» 

anprapriaU.    It  appeart  bjr  tha  books  of  tha  Club,  at  Mr. 
Hatchett  Informad  ma,  that  tha  company  on  that  eraning 


twll,  Dr,  Otorae  Fordgee^  Mr.  Otbbom,  Dr»  Jdkmtam  (again 
named).  Sir  Jo$kma  jtqwm/di.  Lord  Upper  Ouory^  and 
Mr.  R.  B.  Sknidam.  In  Mr.  BotvaU*!  aocoant,  the  letter 
B.  no  doubt  ctanda  for  Edmmmd  Burka;  P.,  In  alluflon  to 
hto  fiunllf  naBM  of  FUaipairkk,  probably  meant  Lord  Up- 
per Otiory  I  but  tha  approprlatioB  of  tha  other  lettart  to 
TaiT  diflteult.  Tha  madkal  obtarfatJout,  and  tha  aUutlont 
to  Holland,  made  by  C,  tuccett  that  Dr.  George  Fordrce.  a 

Ineataaui  HotUmd^  vn meant. althouKh 


Mwwhovatedi 
w^7  ha  tbonid  have  been  datlgnatad  by  C.  I  eanool  guen. 
R.  BUT  meen  iUelordB.  Sheridan,  then  a  young  man  not  yet 
In  parUamant.  Tha  ttory  of  Sir  Godfrey  KneUer  made  ma 
doubt  whether  P.  was  not  Sir  Jathua,  PretidaU  of  the  Hoyal 
Acndemv,  but  the  Initial/.,  at  well  at  the  style  of  obtcTTttlout 
made  by  blm,  teem  to  Indleaia  Sir  Jothna.  If  thto  be  lo,  then 
P.  would  ba  Gibbon,  who,  perhapa.  ftwm  Johnton't  coming 
lata,  or  tome  acddencal  came,  may  hare  acted  at  pretldrnc  of 
the  night ;  and  it  It  to  be  obtenred  that  P.  pott  the  quettlou. 
Thete  latter  coQiecturea  are  by  no  meant  tatltbUory  to  my 
mind.     Sir  Jamet  Macklntotn   and  Mr.  Chalmert   were 

anally  duMoot.  I  have  shown  (anl^.  p.  445.  n.  4.)  why 
r.  Botwell  to  laUom  repeatt  tha  oonvertatlon  at  tha 
Club ;  but  why  In  ibis  case  he  did  not  nJopt  ooe  uniform 
Buxle  of  detlgnaling  tha  Interlocutors,  taamt  unacoountatola. 
.CROKia. 

»  This  tcttlptnre  wat  at  thto  data  an  obfMt  of  corlotity  In 
London.     See  Amm.  Mfg.,  April  4.  1778,  p.  174..  where  ft  to 
tcated  to  have  brcn  sold  for  a  tbouMud  irulneas.  —  Ceoicaa. 
It  Is  now  at  DuDcombe   Park.  In  Yorkshire,  tha  seat  of 
Lord  Fafanham.—P.  CcniifiiOBAJik 
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E.  **I  understand  tlie  hogshead  of  daret, 
which  this  sodety  was  &TOiired  with  hy  our 
friend  the  dean',  is  nearly  out;  I  think  he 
should  be  written  to,  to  send  another  of  the 
same  kind.  Let  the  request  be  made  with  a 
happy  ambigui^  of  expression,  so  that  we 
maj  naye  the  cnance  of  his  sending  it  also 
as  a  present.  Johmsok.  ^  I  am^  wulin^  to 
offer  mj  senrices  as  secretary  on  this  occasion.** 
P.  ^  As  many  as  are  for  Dr.  Johnson  being 
secretary,  hold  up  your  hands. — Carried  una- 
nimously.** Boswsuu.  '^He  will  be  our 
dictator.**  Johhsow.  '^No,  the  company  is 
to  dictate  to  me.  I  am  only  to  write  for 
wine ;  and  I  am  quite  disinterested,  as  I  drink 
none;  I  shall  not  be  suspected  of  haying 
forged  the  implication.  I  am  no  more  than 
humble  teribe.  £•  ^Then  you  shall  /ire- 
scribe."  BoswsLu  ^'Yezy  welL  The  first 
pbiy  of  words  to-day.**  J.  *^  No,  no ;  the  MZs 
m  Lrehmd.**  Johssoh.  ''Were  I  your  dic- 
tator, you  should  have  no  wine.  It  would 
be  my  business  eaoere  tie  qM  detrimenH  Bet' 
pMiea  ceperet,  and  wine  is  daiu^us.  Bome 
was  ruined  by  luxury**  (smmng).  E.  ''If 
you  allow  no  wine  as  dictator,  you  shall  not 
haye  me  for  your  master  of  horse.** 

On  Saturday,  April  4.,  I  drank  tea  with 
Johnson  at  Dr.  Tayior*s,  where  he  had  dined. 
He  entertained  us  with  an  account  of  a  tra- 
gedy written  by  a  Dr.  Kennedy  (not  the 
Lisbon  physician)*  *  ^  \  "  It  is  hardly  to 
be  bdieyed,**  he  added,  "what  absurd  and 
indecent  imaees  men  will  introduce  into  their 
writings,  witEout  bdng  sensible  of  the  ab- 
surdity and  indecency.  I  remember  Lord 
Orrery  told  me,  that  there  was  a  pam- 
phlet written  against  Sir  Bobert  Walpole, 
runder  a  learned  but  indecent  title.] 
The  Duchess  of  Buckingham  asked  Lord 
Orrery  who  this  person  was  ?  He  answered, 
he  did  not  Imow.  She  said,  she  would  send 
to  Mr.  Fulteney,  who,  she  supposed,  could 
inform  her.  So  then,  to  preyent  her  from 
making  herself  ridiculou^  Lord  Orrery  sent 
her  grace  a  note,  in  which  he  gaye  her  to 
understand  what  was  meant.** 

He  was  yery  silent  this  eyening,  and  read  in 
a  yariety  of  books ;  suddenly  tlm>wing  down 
one,  and  taking  up  another. 

He  talked  of  going  to  Streatham  that  night 
TATiiOB.  "  You*il  be  robbed,  if  you  do ;  or 
you  must  shoot  a  highwayman.  Now,  I  would 
rather  be  robbed  tSsxi  do  that ;  I  would  not 
shoot  a  highwayman.*'  Johnson.  '*But  I 
would  rather  shoot  him  in  the  inst^mt  when  he 


>  Dr.  Barnard,  Dean  of  Derr7,  afterwardB  Bbhop  of  KiU 
laloe  and  Limeriek.  —  CaoKia. 

*  Here  a  few  lines  relattns  to  the  IndeUcata  lubject  of  this 
tragedjr  are  omitted,  and  a  few  wonU  of  the  following  anec. 
dote  altered.  (See  MUi»  p.  176.  n.  6.)  1  cannot  but  think  it 
▼err  itnuiKe  that  Bocwell  should  have  printed  this  absurd 
and  Indelicate  stuff  in  the  ihoe  of  Johnson's  rcprebensive 
remark.  —  CaocBB. 

>  The  late  Duke  of  Montrose  was  generally  said  to  haye 
been  uneasy  on  that  account ;  but  I  cau  contriidict  the  report 
from  his  grace's  own  authority.  As  he  uied  to  admit  me  to 
Tery  easy  conversation  with  him,  t  took  the  liberty  to  iutro- 


is  attempting  to  rob  me,  than  afterwards 

af^nst  him  at  the  Old  Bailey,  to  take  away 
his  life,  after  he  has  robbed  me.  I  am  surer  I 
am  right  in  the  one  case,  than  in  the  other.  I 
may  he  mistaken  as  to  the  man  when  I  swear ; 
I  cannot  be  mistaken  if  I  shoot  him  in  the 
act  Besides,  we  fed  less  reluctance  to  take 
away  a  man*s  life,  when  we  are  heated  bj  the 
injury,  than  to  do  it  at  a  distance  of  time  by 
an  oath,  after  we  haye  coded.**  Boawsix. 
"So,  Sir,  Jim  would  rather  act  from  the 
motiye  of  priyate  passion,  than  that  of  public 
adyantage.  Johnson.  "Nay,  SAr,  wnen  I 
shoot  the  hif^wayman,  I  act  from  both."  Boa- 
WBUi.  "Yery  well,  yery  wdL  There  is  no 
fat4*hing  him.**  Johnson.  "At  the  same 
time,  one  does  not  know  what  to  say.  F<»- 
perhapa  one  may,  a  year  after,  hang  himaelf 
from  uneasiness  for  haying  shot  a  highwayman.' 
Few  minds  are  fit  to  be  trusted  widi  ao  great 
athim^."  BoewsLi..  "Then,  Sur,  yoawoold 
not  snoot  himP**  Johnson.  "Bat  I  na^^ 
be  yexed  afterwards  for  that  too.** 

Thrde*s  cairiaffe  not  having  come  for  liim, 
as  he  expected,  I  aooompaniS  him  soiBe  part 
of  the  way  home  to  his  own  house.  X  told 
him,  that  1  had  talked  of  him  to  Mr.  I>ii]iiii]Mr 
a  few  days  before,  and  had  said,  that  in  hn 
company  we  did  not  so  much  interdmnge  oon* 
yersatioD,  as  listen  to  him ;  and  that  I>aiiiuiig 
obeeryed,  upon  this,  "  One  is  always  willing  to 
listen  to  Dr.  Johnson  ;**  to  whkh  I  answered, 
"That  is  a  great  ded  from  yon.  Sir.**  «  Tea, 
Sir,**  sdd  Johnson,  "a  great  deal  indeed. 
Here  is  a  man  willing  to  listen,  to  whom  the 
world  b  listening  s&  the  rest  of  the  year.** 
BoswNLL.  "I  think.  Sir,  it  is  right  to  teS 
one  man  of  such  a  handsome  thing,  whidi  has 
been  sdd  of  him  by  another.  Ibn  teshds  to 
increase  beneyolence.  Johnson.  "  Undovbi* 
edly  it  is  right,  Sir.** 

On  Tuesday,  April  7.,  I  break&sted  with 
him  at  his  house.  He  sdd,  "Nobody  was 
content.**  I  mentioned  to  hLn  a  respectable 
person  ^  in  Scotland  whom  he  knew ;  and  I 
asserted,  that  I  really  bdieyed  he  waa  dways 
content.  Johnson.  "  ^o.  Sir,  he  is  not  content 
with  the  present;  he  has  always  some  new 
scheme,  some  new  plantation,  somethhig  whidh 
is  future.  You  know  he  was  not  content  aa  a 
widower,  for  he  married  again.**  Boswkix» 
I'  But  he  is  not  restless.**  Johnson.  **  Sir,  he 
is  ody  locally  at  rest.  A  chymist  is  locally  at 
rest;  but  his  mind  is  hard  at  woric  Xlik 
gentleman  has  done  with  extemd  eacertioiis. 
It  is  too  late  for  him  to  engage  in   distant 


duce  the  auhiect.    His  grace  toM  ne,  that  when 
night  near  London,  he  was  attacked  by  two  hicli 
horsehs<^  and  that  he  instantly  shot  ooe  of  l^ 
which  the  other  galloped  off;  that  his  serraot,  who 
well  mounted,  proposed  to  pitf  soe  hi m  and  take  hte, 
hts  graee  said,  **  No,  we  have  had  blood  cnoocb ;  I 
man  msor  live  to  repent.**    His  frace,  opoa  ay 
put  the  question,  assured  me  that  his  ml 
all  clouded  by  what  he  had  thus  dooo  in 

«  LordAuchinleck.  Mr.  Bosweiri  bthor— 
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projects.**  BoswioLL.  '^  He  seems  to  amuse 
kiuiaclf  quite  well ;  to  hftve  bis  attention  fixed, 
aA4l  his  tranquillity  preserved,  b^  very  small 
natters.  I  have  tried  this ;  but  it  would  not 
4o  with  me.**  Johnsoh  (laughing).  **No, 
Sir ;  it  must  be  bom  with  a  man  to  be  con- 
tented to  take  up  with  little  things.  Women 
have  a  great  advantafie,  that  they  maj  take  up 
with  little  things  without  disgracing  them- 
idres;  a  man  cannot,  except  with  fiddling. 
Had  I  learnt  to  fiddle,  I  should  have  done 
nothing  else.**  Boewsix.  ^  ^  Pray,  Sir,  did  you 
ever  play  on  any  musical  instrument?**  John- 
lox.  **  No,  Sir.  I  once  bought  me  a  flageolet ; 
but  I  never  made  out  a  tune.**  Boswkll. 
**  A  flageolet,  Sir  I — so  small  an  instrument  P  ^ 
I  ihoum  have  liked  to  hear  you  play  on  the 
Tioloooello.  TTkat  should  have  been  ifow  in- 
itnunent**  Joaiiaoir.  ^  Sir,  I  might  as  well 
ksTe  played  on  ^  violoncello  as  another ;  but 
I  dioold  have  done  nothing  else.  No,  Sir ;  a 
asa  would  never  undertake  great  thin|p, 
coald  he  be  amuied  with  small.  I  once  tried 
kaotting.  Dempster's  sister  undertook  to  teach 
ne;  hut  I  oould  not  learn  it.**  Boswxix. 
^So»  Sir;  it  will  be  related  in  pompous 
Bsmtive,  *  Once  for  hb  amusement  he  tried 
kaottinff;  nor  did  thb  Hercules  disdain  the 
jlouC*^  JoRiiaoH.  **  Knitting  of  stockings 
it  t  good  amusement.  As  a  freeman  of  Abcr- 
^ttok,  I  should  be  a  knitter  of  stockings,**  He 
iiked  me  to  go  down  with  him  and  dine  at  Mr. 
Thrsle*!,  at  Streatham,  to  which  I  agreed.  I  had 
Int  him  **  An  Account  of  Scotland,  in  1702,** 
vritteo  by  a  man  of  various  in(|uiry,  an  £n* 

S^'^^plain  to  a  resiment  stationed  there. 
Jiox.  **  It  is  sad  stufi*.  Sir,  miserably 
^tten,  as  books  in  general  then  were.  There 
i*  now  an  elegance  of  style  universall v  diffused. 
Komaa  now  writes  so  ill  as  *  Martin  s  Account 
of  the  Hebrides*  is  written.  A  man  could 
BM  write  so  ill,  if  he  should  trv.  Set  a 
Bathaat*s  cleric  now  to  write,  and  he*ll  do 
beuer.- 

Ue  talked  to  me  with  serious  concern  of  a 


^^W«  I  taU  IMf  to  Wm  8«ward.  the  tmlM, 
mk  iSwIiitili  tmUmu,  from  **  Acto  and  Oalalaa, 

BriBf  AM  m  hoodrad  rndt  of  ampl*  grovtb, 
T«  muik9  m  pip«  far  mj  nfmtioma  mmIA.'* 


*  Vrt.  Tlirate.    Dr.  Johaian  li  here  mate  to  mt,  CimC  bo 
"»• '  fKem^  of  cUdtef  bor  oa  tbU  Mihiact.**   Il  It,  liowerer. 


IbiS  la  aU  hU  irttors  to  bor—  wrlttm  eartainljr 
**'^  •S«*l  ftiodum  and  aflbctloa—tbarr  should  bo  no 
■'««a  «r  IMS  Iliad.  Wiiboot  amuinf  Mr.  Botwoll  of 
■•••t»iu(waaBottrao.vomaf»iwpcet  tbat  on  thoMOCca- 
^  «•  W  di4  not  ton  dm  wkeie  trulb  \  and  that  Dr.  Jobnion'a 
*»r»idBw  W9n  mm§men  to  tmggetUumg  of  bU  own  (  and  to 
^-^^  m  u  Jmlat  bdrljr  of  tbe  aaswor,  the  Mgt«*tion  itaeir 
lalod.  Tbif  Monii  the  mor«  probable  from 
kac  **  00  ffltt  taker^tti"  vblch  would  havo 
-ja  of  all  decaocy  an*t  frtendihip  (considering 
»'  Mmi90  iMamlono  of  Mrs.  Ttar«le,  Dr.  Johnson,  and 
V'  SmoiMK  If  it  did  not  athado  to  soma  particular  fact  of 
**^  SmweU  bhatolf  bad  complained.  —  CaoRia. 

l<o^  Marartaoy  absents  upon  this  passage,  **  I  havo 
*^^  Mm  Ml  msar  things,  which,  though  rrobelllsbed  br 
*  'r  »a4eafiM>iMI»e.  b^  their  foundation  in  truth  {  but  I 
*^^  wiMbsi  aaf  iMof  aaproacblng  to  this,  ir  ha  had 
^"f%  H.  I  sbmA  bafo  sapposfd  some  wag  bad  put  the 
s«t  «f  oaa  bifara  Iht  ibno.^    I  am,  bowerar.  absolutely 


kvtolSm 


certain  female  friend's  *  **  laxity  of  narration, 
and  inattention  to  truth.**  ^  I  am  as  much 
vexed,**  said  he,  ^at  the  ease  with  which  she 
hears  it  mentioned  to  her,  as  at  the  thinsr 
itself.  I  told  her,  *  Madam,  you  are  oontentea 
to  hear  every  day  said  to  you,  what  the  highest 
of  mankind  have  died  for,  rather  than  bear. 
Yon  know.  Sir,  the  highest  of  mankind  have 
died  rather  than  bear  to  be  told  they  had 
uttered  a  falsehood.  Do  talk  to  her  of  it; 
I  am  weary.**  Boswbll.  **  Was  not  Dr.  John 
Campbell  a  very  inaccurate  man  in  his  narra- 
tive, Sir  P  He  once  told  me,  that  he  drank 
thirteen  bottles  of  port  at  a  sitting.** '  Johh- 
son.  ^  Whj,  Sir,  I  do  not  know  that  Camp- 
bell ever  lied  with  pen  and  ink;  but  you 
oould  not  entirely  depend  on  any  thing  he 
told  vou  in  conversation,  if  there  was  fact 
mixed  with  it.  However,  I  loved  Campbell; 
he  was  a  solid  orthodox  man ;  he  had  a  re- 
verence for  religion.  Though  defective  in 
practice,  he  was  religious  in  principle;  and 
ne  did  nothing  grossly  wrong  that  I  have 
heard."  ♦ 

I  told  him  that  I  had  been  present  the 
dav  before,  when  Mrs.  Montagu,  the  literary 
ladv,  sat  to  Miss  Reynolds  for  her  {ncture ) 
and  that  she  said,  ''she  had  bound  up  Mr. 
Gibbon*s  History  without  the  last  two  of- 
fensive chapters;  for  that  she  thought  the 
book  so  far  good,  as  it  gave,  in  an  elegant 
manner,  the  substance  of  the  bad  writers 
mccftt  ffoi,  which  the  late  Lord  Lyttelton 
adrised  her  to  read.**  Johksok.  '^Sir,  she 
has  not  read  them;  she  shows  none  of  this 
impetuosity  '  to  me ;  she  does  not  know  Greek, 
and,  I  fancy,  knows  little  Latin.  She  ia 
willing  you  should  think  she  knows  them; 
but  sne  does  not  say  she  does.**  Boewxix. 
^^  Mr.  Harris,  who  was  present,  agreed  with 
her.**  JoHHSON.  **  Harris  was  laughing  at 
her.  Sir.  Harrb  is  a  sound  sullen  scholar; 
he  does  not  Uke  interlopera.  Harris,  however, 
is  a  prig,  and  a  bad  prig.'  I  looked  into 
his  book,  and  thought  he  did  not  understand 


eerutai  that  Dr.  Campbell  told  me  II,  and  1  gave  pattienlar 
attantioo  to  it,  bmng  myself  a  lover  of  wine,  aad  tbarefora 
curious  to  bear  whatever  is  remarkable  coneeraing  drinking. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  some  mea  caa  drlak,  without 
suflbring  any  tqjury,  such  a  quantity  as  to  others  appcara 
iBcrfdible.  It  is  but  fair  to  add,  that  Dr.  Campbell  told  me, 
be  took  a  ver?  long  tlnm  to  this  great  polatloa  {  aad  I  have 
beard  Dr.  Johnson  say,  **  Sir,  If  a  ama  drinks  veiy  slowly, 
and  iHs  one  glass  evaporate  before  he  takes  aaotber,  I  know 
not  how  long  ha  may  drink.**  Dr.  Campbell  meattooed  a 
colonel  of  militia  who  sat  with  blm  all  the  tlme^  and  dranlt 
equally.—  Boowiu. 

4  Dr.  Joha  Campbell  died  aboof  two  years  befoffatUteoa- 
▼orsatkm  took  place ;  December  1775.  ^  MalMO. 


»  Sarriy  tbo  word  - ImpttmotUg* 
.CaoEBa. 

•  What  my  friead  amant  by  these  words  coaeernlng  the 
amiable  abihisopher  of  Salisbury.  I  am  at  a  Iom  to  aader- 
■tand.  A  friMM  suggests,  that  Johnson  thought  bis  aseuarr 
M  a  writer  affv^ted.  tvnlleat  the  mroe  time  the  asatfrr  dtdnot 
compensate  for  that  fault,  la  ftbort,  that  he  meant  to  make  a 
remark  quite  diArent  from  that  which  a  crlebrated  gentle- 
moo  BMde  on  a  very  eminent  physician  ;  He  is  a  co«ei»mb, 
but  a  iai^fmeiarf  cwicomt.-.  Boswau..  Tbe  cWIefrrel«tf  gn»- 
tlemtm  here  alluded  to  was  tbo  late  Blgbt  Boa.  WUllam 
Gerard  HamUtoa.  —  Mamm. 
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hiB  own  system.**  Boswkll.  "^  He  sajn  plaia 
things  in  a  formal  and  abstract  way,  to  be 
sure^  bat  his  method  is  good;  for  to  have 
clear  nodons  mx>n  anj  subject,  we  must  have 
reooorse  to  analytic  arrangement.**  Johrson. 
**  Sir,  it  is  what  every  bod^  does,  whether  they 
wOl  or  no.  But  sometunes  Uiings  may  oe 
made  darker  by  definition.  I  see  a  caw.  I 
define  her.  Animal  quadrupei  rtanmau  cor- 
metem.  But  a  goat  ruminates,  and  a  cow  may 
have  no  horns.  Cow  is  nlaiaer.**  BoawxLL. 
"I  think  Dr.Franklin*B  aefinition  of  Jloa  a 
good  one  -^  *  A  tool-making  animal.  *  **  Johx- 
soK.  *'  But  many  a  man  never  made  a  tool ; 
and  suppose  a  man  without  anna,  he  could 
not  make  a  tool.** 

Talking  of  drinking  wine,  he  said,  **  I  did 
not  leave  off  wine  because  I  could  not  bear 
it ;  I  have  drunk  three  bottles  of  port  with- 
OtU  being  the  worse  for  it.  University  Col- 
lege has  witnessed  this.**  ^  Boswell.  ^  Why, 
then.  Sir,  did  you  leave  it  off?**  Johhsok. 
**  Why,  Sir,  beciause  it  is  so  much  better  for 
a  man  to  be  sure  that  he  is  never  to  be  in- 
toxicated, never  to  lose  the  power  over  himself. 
I  shall  not  begin  to  drink  wine  again  till  I 
grow  old^  and  want  it**  Boswbll.  **! 
uiink.  Sir,  you  once  said  to  me,  that  not  to 
drink  wine  was  a  great  deducdon  from  life.** 
JoBBisoN.  *^It  is  a  diminution  of  pleasure, 
to  be  sure;  but  I  do  not  aay  a  diminution 
of  hi4>pineaB.  There  b  more  luypiness  in 
being  rational.**  Boswblx..  **But  if  we  could 
have  pleasure  always,  should  not  we  be 
happy  r  The  greatest  part  of  men  would 
compound  for  pleasure.  Johvboh.  *' Sup- 
posing we  could  have  pleasure  always,  an 
mtellectual  man  would  not  compound  for  it. 
The  greatest  part  of  men  would  compound, 
because  the  greatest  part  of  men  are  gross.** 
BoswBU*.  'vl  allow  there  may  l>e  greater 
pleasure  than  from  wine.  I  have  had  more 
pleasure  from  your  conversation.  I  have, 
^mdeed;  I  assure  you  I  have.**  Johnson. 
^  When  we  talk  of  pleasure,  we  mean  sensual 
pleasure.  When  a  man  says  he  had  pleasure 
widi  a  woman,  he  does  not  mean  conversation, 
but  something  of  a  different  nature.  Phi- 
losophers tell  you,  that  pleasure  i^  eontrarp  to 
happiness.  Gross  men  prefer  animal  pleasure. 
So  there  are  men  who  have  preferred  living 
among  savages.  Now,  what  a  wretch  must  he 
be,  who  is  content  with  such  conversation  as 
can  be  had  among  savages!  You  may  re- 
member aa  officer  at  Fort  Augustus,  who  had 
served  in  America,  told  us  of  a  woman  whom 
they  were  obliged  to  bimd,  in  order  to  get  her 
back  from  aavage  life.**  Boswxu*.  **  She  must 
have  been  an  animal,  a  beast**  Johnsov. 
**  Sir,  she  was  a  speaking  cat.** 

I  mentioned  to  him  that  I  had  become  very 
weary  in  company  where  I  heard  not  a  single 


1  86*  poai,  sub  17  April,  ITSS —  C. 

s  He  was  now  At  Ma  $ewnUHk  ptar,  —  CsosBft. 


intellectual  sentence,  except  that  **  amsn  vbo 
had  been  settled  ten  years  in  Minorca  vm  ' 
become  a  much  inferior  man  to  what  kevit  , 
in  London,  because  a  man*s  mind  gmvi 
narrow  in  a  narrow  place.**  Johxeos.  ^'A 
man*s  mind  grows  narrow  in  a  nsrrow  place, 
whose  mind  is  enlaiged  only  beoaaie  oe  ki 
lived  in  a  laige  place;  but  what  is  got  bf 
books  and  thinking  ia  preserved  in  a  oaiTOv 
place  as  well  as  in  a  laige  plaoe.  A  nn 
cannot  know  modes  of  life  as  well  in  Minsrei 
as  in  London ;  but  he  mav  study  Tns^hemitiffn 
as  well  in  Minorca.**  Bmwbll.  "  1  difi't 
know.  Sir ;  if  you  had  remained  ten  years  ia 
the  Isle  of  Col,  you  would  jiot  have  bees  the 
man  that  you  now  are.**  Jonxsos.  **Tcs, 
Sir,  if  I  had  been  there  from  fifteen  to  tveoty- 
five ;  but  not  if  firom  twenty -five  to  diiit^' 
five.**  BoswxLL.  "I  own.  Sir,  the  ^biti 
which  I  have  in  London  msJke  me  do  ererf 
thing  with  more  readiness  and  vigour.  I  can 
talk  twice  as  much  in  London  as  snywhet 
eUe.** 

Of  Goldsmith,  he  said,  **  He  was  sot  u 
agreeable  companion,  for  he  talked  always  &r 
fame.  A  man  who  does  so  never  ein  be 
pleasing.  The  man  who  talks  to  unbmdai  lui 
mind  is  the  man  to  delight  you.  An  emioent 
friend  of  ouxs^  is  not  so  agreei^le  as  dte 
varietv  of  his  knowledge  would  othenrise 
make  mm,  because  he  ta&s  partly  from  osteo* 
tation** 

Soon  after  our  arrival  at  TlirBle*s,  I  hoti 
one  of  the  maids  callix^  eagerly  on  another  u 
go  to  Dr.  Johnson.  I  wondered  what  this 
could  mean.  I  afterwards  leamt,  that  it  vis 
to  give  her  a  Bible,  which  he  had  brongbt 
from  London  as  a  present  to  her. 

He  was  for  a  considerable  time  oocimied  is 
reading  "M^moires  de  FonteneUe,**  lesBio^ 
and  swm^png  upon  the  low  gate  into  the  cosrt 
without  his  Eat 

I  looked  into  Lord  Kaimes^s  "*  Sketdics  of 
the  History  of  Man  ;**  and  mentioned  to  Dr. 
Johnson  his  censure  of  Charles  V.,  for  cele- 
brating his  funeral  obsequies  in  hu  lifetine. 
which,  I  told  him,  I  had  been  used  to  tfaiski 
solemn  and  affecting  act**  Jomsoi.  **  Vhy> 
Sir,  a  man  may  dispose  his  mind  to  think  so  d 
that  act  of  Charles;  but  it  is  so  liable  to 
ridicule,  that  if  one  man  out  of  ten  thousuxl 
laughs  at  it,  he*ll  make  the  othermne thoossni 
nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine  Lngh  too.*'  1 
could  not  agree  with  him  in  this. 

Sir  John  Prinrie  had  expressed  a  wish  U 
I  would  ask  Dr.^ohnson*s  opinion  wkst  veR 
the  best  English  sermons  for  style.  I  took  ts 
opportunity  to-day  of  mentioning  sevenl  to 
him.  **Attcrbury?**  Jobnson,  •'Yea, Sir, 
one  of  the  best^  BoewsLu  "TSDotMB? 
JoHNSOSf .  «•  Why,  not  now.  I  shssW  »oi 
advise  a  preacher  at  this  day  to  iasitate  TiDot* 

s  Mr.  Burke.  —  Caooa. 
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0OD*s  itjle ;  though  I  don*t  know ;  I  should  be 
caatioui  of  objecting  to  what  has  been  ap- 
plauded hj  80  many  suffriigei. — South  is  one 
of  the  be^  if  jou  except  his  peculiarities,  and 
his  violence,  and  sometimes  eoaneaess  of 
Isngusge. — Seed  has  a  Terj  fine  style ;  but  he 
is  sot  yerj  theological.— ^Jortin*8  sermons  are 
rery  elegant — Sheriock*s  style,  too,  is  very 
elegsot,  though  he  has  not  made  it  his  prin- 
dpal  study. — And  you  may  add  Smalndffe. 
All  the  liUter  preachers  have  a  good  s^rle. 
Indeed,  nobody  now  tslks  much  of  style: 
ereiy  body  oomposes  pretty  welL  There  are 
so  such  inharmonious  periods  as  there  were  a 
kondred  yeirs  ago.  I  should  recommend  Dn 
Ckrke*s  sermon^  were  he  orthodox.  How- 
ever, it  is  very  well  known  iciAtfre  he  is  not 
orthodox,  whica  was  upon  the  doctrine  of  tJie 
Trinity,  ss  to  which  he  is  a  condemned  heretic; 
to  one  is  aware  of  it.**  Boawjux.  ^*I  like 
Ogdeo*!  Sermooa  on  Prayer  v^  mnch,  both 
for  aestoess  of  style  and  subtilty  of  reason- 
ii^.**  JoBmoa.  **•  I  should  like  to  read  all 
dttt  Ogden  has  vrritten.**  Boawsxj^  *«What 
I  viib  to  know  is,  what  sermons  afford  the 
best  specimen  of  English  pulpit  eloouence.** 
Joassoir.  **We  have  no  sermons  aodreased 
to  the  psflnirmfl,  that  are  eood  for  an v  thing ;  if 
jou  mean  that  kind  of  efoquence.**  A  Clbbot- 
iLu  (whose  name  I  do  not  recollect).  **  Were 
not  Dodd's  sermons  addressed  to  the  passions? ** 
JoassoK.  **  They  were  nothing,  Sir,  be  they 
•ddnMed  to  what  they  may.** 

At  dinner^  Mra.  Thrale  expressed  a  wish  to  go 
ud  ice  Scotland.  Jobvsqx.  ^  Seeing  Scotland, 
^tidiin,  is  only  seeing  a  worse  England.  It 
is  K-eiog  the  flower  gradually  £ule  away  to  the 
siked  stalk.  Seeing  the  Hebrides,  indeed,  is 
^ng  quite  a  different  scene.** 

Our  poor  fneod,  Mr.  Thomas  Dcvies,  waa 
'OOD  to  bave  a  benc^t  at  Drury  Lane  Theatre, 
^  soine  relief  to  his  unfortunate  circum- 
*^noes.'  We  were  all  warmly  interested  &r 
U  suceesB,  and  had  eoatributed  to  it  How* 
e?er,  we  thought  there  waa  no  hann  in  having 
Mr  joke,  when  be  could  not  be  hurt  by  it. 
I  proposed  that  ke  ahoold  be  broagkt  on  to 
^K*k  a  prologue  upon  the  occaaian;  and  I 
^pn  to  Buatter  fragmanta  of  what  it  might 
^;  Si,  that  when  now  grown  oH  he  waa 
tbiiffsd  to  ery  '«FoorTom*a  a-fioU;**-^that 
^  owaed  he  had  been  driven  from  the  atage 
bv  »  Chordhill,  but  that  this  was  no  disgrace, 
(vaCbttrehiU  bad  beat  the  Freneh;— that 
^  bsd  been  satirised  as  ^  mouthing  a  sentence 
» 'un  mouth  a  bone,**  but  he  was  now  glad  of 
>  ^'one  to  piek.  ""Nay,**  said  Johnson,  ««I 
would  have  liim  to  say,  — 

'  Mftd  Tom  is  come  to  lee  the  world  again.'  ** 

'  I)**tai  haS  iMrome  baolirapt  la  the  praredlaf  Jaoiurjr. 
*N  ^»  kcnrit  look  pUec  27ib  Ifaj,  I77H.  wh«n  be.  aftar  m 
~4mai  ^  s^«•ll  f^mn,  appMred  In  th«  chaiactef  of  FaimmU, 
*?*  ^ffitkt  WorU.^  Cmoua. 

;  ^.  bo«cv«r.  Mil.  p  ASS.,  wtmn  hit  4«eifl«B  em  thb 
*'rft  it  won  tevouratalt  to  Uie  alMcoteo.  —  Ukvotti,  ThU 
to  tko  traor  vlow  of  tho  miI||mI. — Cboku. 


He  and  I  returned  to  town  in  the  eveniog. 
Upon  the  road,  I  endeavoured  to  maintain  in 
ascgument,  that  a  landed  gentleman  is  not 
under  any  obIjf;ation  to  reside  upon  his  estate;' 
and  that  by  living  in  London  he  does  no  injury 
to  his  countxy.  Johvsok.  ^*  Why,  ^,be  doea 
no  injury  to  hb  country  in  general,  because' 
the  money  which  be  draws  from  it  gets  back-, 
a^n  in  circulation;  but  to  his  particular 
district,  his  particular  parish,  he  does  an 
injury.  All  that  be  has  to  cnve  away  is  not. 
eiven  to  those  wbo  have  the  first  daim  to  i^, 
And  though  I  bave  said  that  the  money' 
circulates  back,  it  is  a  long  time  before  that, 
hi4)pens.  Then*  Sir,  a  man  of  family  and 
estate  ought  to  consider  himself  as  havingthe 
diu|;e  ora  district,  over  which  he  is  to  dmbae 
civility  and  happiness.**  * 

Next  day  I  found  him  at  home  in  the  morn- 
ing. He  praised  Delany*s  *' Observations  on 
Swift ;  **  said  that  his  book  and  Lord  (hTery*s 
might  both  be  true,  though  one  viewed  Swifl 
more,  and  the  other  less,  wonrafaly ;  and  that, 
between  both,  we  muht  have  a  oomnlete  notk>n 
of  Swift. 

Talking  of  a  man's  resolving  to  den^  himself* 
the  use  c?  wine,  from  moral  and  rdigious  con- 
siderations, he  said,  **  He  must  not  doubt  about 
it.  When  one  doubts  as  to  pleasure,  we  know 
what  will  be  the  conduuon.  I  now  no  more, 
think  of  drinking  wine  than  ahorse  does,  llie 
wine  upon  the  table  is  no  more  for  me,  than, 
for  the  dog  who  is  under  the  table.** 
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Horaee*$  FiOo.  —  Country  Life.  —  Grtai  CSriei. 

Frtnek  Vuratmrt,^  Old  Age •«  Vmius  LaeerUB.'' 

Poiter*9JBtel^luM.^Piop^§Hitmer.'-Sir  W.  Tern- 

|rfe*«   %/«.  —  Elpkin9tatC»  MartiaL  —  BmtkbuTt 

TragtAy,  —  im^JborSaaiian.  —  ^osis.  .-^  Vm  •/ 

RichM.  —  EeoHomg,  —  Solditn  ami    SaUon.  — 

Chartm  Fut. — At  Foe Cotk^Lmt  GkotL  — 

Aikimg  QmatUnu JImlkt,  — Foreig»  2V«mL.— 

Skort  Hamd^-^DodSt  PbemM — AmmsI. — /oAa- 
SM  and  Arty. —  StnUagenu —  Corrupondmu, 

Oh  Thimday,  April  9^  I  dined  with  bin  at 
Sir  Joshua  Beynolds's,  with  tiie  Bisbop  of  Sc 
Aaanh (Dr.  Shipley), Mr.  Allan  Ramsay  ^ ,  Mr. 
Gibbon,  Mr.  Cambridge,  and  "^^  Laiwton. 
Mr.  Ramsay  had  lately  returned  from  £aly, 
and  entertained  na  with  hb  obaervatiooa  upon 
Horace's  villa,  which  he  had  examined  with 


*  Allan  BJUDMjr,  wdntor  to  hit  llajmtf,  vbo  dfad  lOUi 
of  Aufiut,  I7H4.  in  Uie  Mvratj-flrat  jroar  of  his  ue,  miicli 
i«i(«ttadb]rhltfrtan4t.~Bo«wiUM  He  was  tko  ton  of  tho 
SooCtUhpoH:  Md  41od  at  Dovar.oo  hit  ralani  ftam  lito 
fDorth  Ttiilt  to  Italy.  Tba  Btosraplij  plaoat  bit  Urtb  In 
1709.  and  the  Gent.  Mag.  In  171S.  Mr.  AJtan  ComilashaBi 
(at  well  at  Boawolt)  folloira  ttie  lautr  dMo.  »Ci 
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ffreat  care.  I  relisbed  this  much,  as  it  broagbt 
fresh  into  my  mind  what  I  had  yiewed  with 
mat  pleasore  thirteen  years  before.  The 
DuhoD,  Dr.  Johnson,  and  Mr.  Cambridge  joined 
with  Mr.  Ramsaj,  in  recoUectinff  the  Tariona 
lines  in  Horace  rdatins  to  the  subject. 

Horace's  journey  to  Brundusium  being  men- 
tioned, Johnson  OMerred,  that  the  brook  which 
he  describes  is  to  be  seen  now,  exactly  as  at 
that  time;  and  that  he  had  often  wondered  how 
it  happened,  that  small  brooks,  such  as  this,  kept 
the  same  situation  for  ages,  notwithstanding 
earthquakes,  by  which  even  mountains  have 
been  changed,  and  agriculture,  which  produces 
such  a  Tanation  upon  the  surface  of  toe  earth. 
CAMBUiKiB.  **A  Spanish  writer  has  this 
thought  in  a  poetical  conceit.  After  obsenring, 
that  most  of  the  solid  structures  of  Rome 
are  totally  perished,  while  the  Tiber  remains 
the  same,  he  adds,  — 

'  Lo  que  iim  firma  huid,  ■olamenta 
Lo  fugitiTO  pefmanece  y  dim.* "  * 

JoDH smr.  **  Sir,  that  is  taken  from  Janus 
Vitalis:  — 


*  — ^— ^.^^  imoBota  labeseuot ; 
£t  qiue  perpctud  sunt  agitata  manent." 

The  bishop  said,  it  appeared  from  Horace's 
writings  that  he  was  a  cheerful,  contented  man. 
JoHHsoir.  **  We  have  no  reason  to  believe  that, 
my  Lord.  Are  we  to  think  Pope  was  happy, 
because  he  says  so  in  his  writings  f  We  see 
in  his  writings  what  he  wished  the  state  of  his 
mind  to  appear.  Dr.  Young,  who  pined  for 
preferment,  talks  with  contempt  of^  it  in  his 
writings  *,  and  affects  to  despise  every  thing 
that  he  did  not  despise.**  Bishop  op  St.  Asaph. 
**  He  was  like  other  chaplains,  looking  for  va- 
cancies :  but  that  is  not  peculiar  to  the  deray. 
I  remember,  when  I  was  with  the  army  *,  after 
the  battle  of  Lafeldt,  the  officers  seriously 
grumbled  ihat  no  general  was  killed.**  Cam- 
iimiDaB.  -  We  may THOieve  Horace  more,  when 
be  says, — 

'  RomiB  Tibur  amem  vmtotua,  Tiburs  Ronam,*  * 

than  when  he  boasts  of  his  consistency :  — » 

*  Me  contUre  mihi  icii,  et  dtieedere  tiistcm, 
Qiiandoeunqae  trahunt  inTiaanegotia  Romam.**** 

BoewxLL.  "  How  hard  is  it  that  man  can  never 
be  at  rest  I  **  R amsat.  **  It  is  not  in  his  nature 
to  be  at  rest.    When  he  is  at  rest,  he  is  in  the 

*        TbtncB  ix^  and  Ann  awaj  li«v«Mned ; 
TUe  rositlf  •  rwMin  and  last.  —  C. 


*  TIm  eonmiratlr*  Mclcct  Into  which  Yooaf't  worha  hmrm 
fUlcn,  mnjt  I  think,  be  In  some  decrM  auribut«d  to  hli  dit* 
CttMing  fljittaiy  of  hto  patroni,  male  and  female:  all  hi* 
wit,  pathoa,  and  force— and  thev  are  verjr  Rreat— cannot 
eoooteract  the  effect  of  tuch  deplorable  adulatloa  at  be 
practiied.—  Cbokbb. 

'  Dr.  Shipley,  aa  chaplain  to  the  Duke  of  Conberland. 
Thia  battle  waa  fought  SDth  July.  1747 Caoua. 
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lueoofltant  aa  the  wind,  I  rarlima  rove. 

At  Tibur.  Some  — at  Rome  I  Tibur  love.** 

Hot.  1  Ep.  S.  IS.    A^mcA.— C. 


worst  State  that  he  can  be  in :  for  he  bss  co* 
thing  to  agitate  him.  He  is  theo  like  the  do 
in  the  Irish  song*  :— 

*  Tliera  lived  a  young  nan  in  Ballioaemj, 
Who  wanted  a  wife  fer  to  make  hia  uoaisy.*  * 

Goldsmith  being  mentioned,  Johnson  ob- 
served, that  it  was  long  before  hb  merit  came 
to  be  acknowledged :  that  he  once  conDUiimi 
to  him  in  ludicrous  terms  of  distreM,  **nbeB- 
ever  1  write  any  thing,  the  public  wrnkt  apoai 
to  know  nothing  about  it:**  botthat  hii  '*Tn- 
veller**^  brovmt  him  into  high  repvutioe. 
Lahotoit.  ^  T&ere  is  not  one  bad  Ihie  in  this 
poem;  not  one  of  Drvden's  carden  vomi'* 
Sat  JosBVA.  ^'IwasgladtohcarCbsikiFos 
sa^,  it  was  one  of  the  finest  poems  in  tbe  En* 
glirii  language.**    Lahotoit.  «*WhvweR  toc 

Slad  P  xou  surely  had  no  doubt  of  tmi  before.' 
bmrsoH.  **  No ;  the  merit  of  *  The  Trtvelier* 
is  so  well  established,  that  Mr.Fox*fl  prwe 
cannot  augment  it,  nor  his  censure  diimiu»^ 
it**  Sim  Joshua.  ""But  his  fiModi  wf 
suspect  they  had  too  great  a  naitislitT  for 
him.*^  JoHvsoH.  ''Kay,  Sir,  the  puiulitj 
of  his  friends  was  always  asainst  hioi.  li 
was  with  difficulty  we  oomd  give  Vn  i 
hearing.  Goldsmitn  had  no  settled  aotim 
upon  any  subject ;  so  he  talked  alwsjt  at  rw- 
dom.  It  seemed  to  be  hia  intcntkn  to  Uc> 
out  whatever  was  in  his  mind,  and  ire  v^ 
would  become  of  it  He  was  eWTi  ^  *^ 
catched  in  an  absurdity;  but  it  didBoCprrTni 
him  from  falling  into  another  the  next  aitcv.*. 
I  remember  Chiunier,  after  talking  witb  ba 
some  time,  said,  *  Well,  I  do  bdieve  be  ^r^': 
this  poem  himself;  and,  let  me  tell  you,  tb:  s 
believing  a  great  deal.*  Chamier  oooe  ist'^1 
him,  what  he  meant  bv  dom^  the  last  won*  a 
the  first  line  of  'The  livelier,*— 

■  Remote,  nnfriended,  mrianchnly,  da«.' 
Did  he  mean  tardiness  of  looonotion  f  ^ 


•J. 
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smith,  who  woidd  say  something 
sideration,  answered,  *  Yea.*    1  w 


widKNitr^ 

and  said,  *Ko,  Sir,  yon  do  not  mesa  tariix«« 
of  locomotion ;  you  mena  that  slupgphix^  » 
mind  which  comes  upon  a  man  in  k4.c''^* 
Chamier  bdieved  then  that  I  h«i  writu^ '» 
line,  as  much  as  if  he  had  seen  me  writr  f* 
Goldsmith,  however,  waa  a  man,  who»  vkttr^  f 
he  wrote,  did  it  better  than  any  other  ?:« 
could  do.  He  deserved  a  place  in  Waanr  <^ 
Abbey ;  and  every  year  be  lived  wpoio  tJt 


-c 


**  More  eoMCaaC  to  mraeir,  t 
By  hMaAil  bwlneaa  foccod.  the 
Hor.  I  Bp.  14.  M. 


I  yeuagret  Awmg^ttr  * 
the  eoanty  «(  Vmr 


•  Called  •«  AUc7  Croker/*    Thie  My, 
In  her  dar.  waa  Allrla,  the 
Crokvr.  or  Balllnanrd,  lo  tbe  eoaMy 
lover  whoae  rejection  haa  lonnorteli 
known  ;  hat  the  married  Chari«« 
nock.    She  dird  wtthoiiC  leave, 
century. ..  Caona. 

'  FInt  pttMiahed  In  ITtt.  -. 

•  See  mmti,  p.  174..  aa  te  Ike 
JohaaoB  wrote.  <—  Caoen. 
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atariWalM«««c^<« 
Itae  eTdUi  ftm  aMl 
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doRnred  it  better.  He  hid,  indeed,  been  st 
DO  pains  to  fill  his  mind  with  knowledge.  He 
trtDipUnted  it  from  one  pUce  to  another,  and 
it  did  not  lettle  in  his  mind ;  so  he  could  not 
tell  what  was  in  his  own  books.** 

We  talked  of  living  in  the  countnr.    Johk- 
toK.  **No  wise  man  will  go  to  five  in  the 
couotTf,  unless  he  has  something  to  do  which 
csn  be  better  done  in  the  country.    For  in- 
itmce ;  if  he  is  to  shut  himself  up  for  ft  jear 
to  stud/  ft  science,  it  is  better  to  look  out  to 
the  fields  than  to  an  opposite  wftll. '    Then 
it  a  man  walks  out  in  the  country,  there  is 
Dobodv  to  keep  him  from  walking  in  a^n; 
but  if  a  man  walks  out  in  London,  he  is  not 
fure  when  he  shftll  walk  in  again.    A  greftt 
citj  is,  to  be  sure,  the  school  for  studying  life; 
tod  '  the  proper  study  of  mankind  is  man,*  as 
Pope  observes/'  BoewKix.  **I  fancy  London  is 
the  best  place  for  society ;  though  I  have  heard 
Out  the  rerj  first  society  of  Paris  is  still  beyond 
any  thing  thftt  we  have^  here.**      Johnson. 
I"  air,  I  question  if  in  Paris  such  ft  company  as 
is  sitting  round  this  tftble  could  be  got  tether 
in  leM  than  bftlf  ft  yeftr.    They  tftlk  in  France 
of  tiie  felicity  of  men  and  women  living  toge- 
ther: the  truth  is,  that  there  the  men  are  not 
higher  than  the  women,  they  know  no  more 
than  the  women  do,  and  they  are  not  held 
down  in  their  conversfttion  by  the  presence  of 
women.**    Ramsat.  ^  Literature  is  upon  the 
/nt^wtb,  it  is  in  its  spring  in  France :   here  it  is 
rather  pauie,^    Johnson.  *^  Literature  was  in 
France  long  before  we  had  it.    Paris  was  the 
^■ond  city  fur  the  revival  of  letters :  Italy  had 
it  first,  to  be  sure.    What  have  we  done  for 
»*t<raiure,  equnl  to  what  was  done  by  the  Ste- 
(iham  and  others  in  France  f    Our  literature 
'-ame  to  us  through  France.    Cftxton  printed 
<^/  two  books,  Chaucer  and  Gower,  tliftt  were 
r<'A  translated  from  the  French ;  and  Chaucer, 
«5  know,  took  much  from  the  Itftlians.    No, 
^ir,  if  literftture  be  in  its  spring  iii  France,  it 
u  A  second  spring ;  it  is  after  a  winter.    We 
are  now  before  the  French  in  literature :  but 
v«  had  it  long  ftiVer  them.  In  England,  ftny  man 
*(io  wears  n  sword  and  a  powdered  wig  is 
v:aiDed  to  be  illiterate.    I  believe  it  is  not  so 
r«  France.     Yet  there  is,  probftbl  r,  ft  peftt  deftl 
^  i«anung  in  Frftnce,  becftuse  they  have  such 
a  number  of  religious  estftblishments ;  so  many 
tA«n  who    bftve   nothing  else  to  do  but  to 
•<«Jv.    I  do  not  know  this;  but  I  take  it  upon 
u*  '-ommon  principles  of  chance.    Where  there 
ar»  many  shooters,  some  will  hit.** 


Mr  CmhberUod  wM  of  m  coatrarjr  ofrfnlmi.  **  In  Um 
«  year  I  acala  p^d  a  vUlt  lo  ny  f«Ui*r  at  Cloofert ; 
•^ « V-rv.  m  •  itttto  doMC,  «t  th«  bacft  at  th*  paimee^  m  tt 
VM '«  W,  aafnmisbed.  and  out  of  um  with  do  ocber  pro*- 
i-1  fris  lu  »laf  io  window  but  tiurt  of  a  turf-itiick,  villi 
•\t%  It  VM  ata»o*t  lo  contact,  I  Mated  mjMlf  bv  cholot, 
>  ^  Wf<M  lo  pian  and  enmpotc  Tke  Wett  Imdtam.  In  all  mj 
t  v«  ntf  Kad|r.  U  h*»  been  through  life  017  ol^ect  to  to  locate 
a«»irM  to  ba*e  little  or  nothing  to  dUirart  mjr  atientloo, 
M<  la^rrCrvrc,  brilliant  ronni*  or  pleatant  proftpi^U  I  have 
**t*  xvoNied.  A  dewd  wall,  or  ae  In  the  pre«eot  caM,  an 
l'■^  f  iirf.«ark.  ara  not  auractkin*  that  ean  rail  off  the  fancy 
i^m  tu  mrwmMU  $  and  wbila  la  thoae  purtuiU  U  can  Sod 


We  talked  of  old  age*  Johnson  (now  in  his 
seventieth  year)  said,  *'It  is  ft  man's  own  fault, 
it  is  from  want  of  use,  if  his  mind  grows  torpid 
in  old  age.*" '  The  bishop  asked  if  an  old 
man  does  not  lose  faster  than  he  gets.  Johii* 
SON.  **  1  think  not,  my  Lord,  if  he  exerts  him* 
self.**  One  of  the  company  rashly  observed, 
that  he  thought  it  was  happy  for  an  old  man 
thftt  insensibuity  comes  upon  him.  Johnson 
(with  ft  noble  elevfttion  ftnd  disdain).  **No,  Sir, 
I  should  never  be  hftppy  by  being  leu  nttionftl.** 
BisHOF  OF  St.  Asaph.  ^  Xour  wish  then.  Sir, 
is  ytipaoKitp  SiiaaKOfitvocJ*  JoBNSON.  *^Yes, 
my  Lord.**  ^  His  Lordship  mentioned  ft  chftri- 
table  establishment  in  Wales,  where  people 
were  maintained,  and  supplied  with  every  thing, 
upon  the  condition  of  tneir  contributing  the 
weekly  produce  of  their  labour ;  and,  he  said, 
they  grew  auite  torpid  for  want  of  property. 
Johnson.  ^  Pliey  have  no  object  lor  hope. 
Their  condition  cannot  be  better.  It  is  rowmg 
without  a  port.*' 

One  of  the  company  asked  him  the  meaning 
of  the  expression  in  Juvenal,  muMilaeerta, 
Johnson.  ^  I  think  it  clear  enough  ;  as  mudi 
ground  as  one  may  have  a  chance  to  find  a 
Bsard  upon.** 

Commentators  have  differed  as  to  the  exact 
meaning  of  the  expression  by  which  the  poet 
intended  to  enforce  the  sentiment  containra  in 
the  passase  where  these  words  occur.  It  is 
enough  that  they  mean  to  denote  even  a  very 
small  possession,  provided  it  be  a  man*s  own:-— 

"  Est  aliquid,  quocunque  loco,  quocunquc  recessu, 
UhIum  leae  domtnutn  Ibeine  laeerUe,"* 

This  season  there  was  a  whimsical  fashion  in 
the  newspapers  of  applying  Shakspeare*s  words 
to  descnoe  living  persons  well  known  in  the 
world;  which  was  done  under  the  title  of 
**  Modem  Characters  from  Shakspeare  ;**  many 
of  which  were  admirably  adapted.  The  fancy 
took  so  much,  that  they  were  afterwards  coU 
lected  into  a  pamphlet.  Somebody  said  to 
Johnson,  across  the  table,  tliat  he  had  not  been 
in  those  characters.  "  Yes,**  said  he,  '*  I  have. 
I  should  have  been  sorry  to  have  been  left 
out.**  He  then  repeated  what  had  been  applied 
to  him: — 

**  You  must  borrow  me  Gamgsntua*i  mouth.*** 

Miss  Reynolds  not  perceiving  at  once  the  mean- 
ing of  this,  he  was  obliiKd  to  explain  it  to  her» 
which  had  something  of  an  awkward  and  ludi« 
crous  efiect.    ^  Why,  Madftm,  it  has  a  reference 

iDlcrtsC  and  occupation.  It  want*  no  outward  aids  to  chatr 
It.**  —  3iem.  vol.  I.  p.  S7I.  STT.  ~-  Ciosia. 

•  Hohbas  wai  of  the  lamr  opinion  vith  Jobntoa  on  tbis 
sul^Mt ;  and,  in  his  aniver  to  U'Avenant's  Prefaee  to  Goo- 
dihert,  with  great  spirit  rsplodas  the  corront  opinion,  that 
the  mind  In  old  age  Is  tubject  to  a  necessary  and  Irresis- 
tible debllltr.  Hobbc*  wa«  then  •latj-too  years  old,  aad 
D'ATenaat  forty- five.  —  M%LOi(a. 

*  **  And  Mre—  In  any  comer  wa  ean  |cC 

To  call  am*  Unmrd  ours.  It  somefhlof  yet.** 

Giflbrd.  Jot.  Sat.  III.  I.  »0 a 

«  If  rev  LOg XT, act  lU.  M.S.- C, 
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■to  me^  aa  using  big  words,  wycb  nqnire  the 
4iioatb  of  a  guuit  to  pronomice  them.  Gara- 
•stuitiia  is  the  name  of  a  cpant  in  RabeUts." 
£k)8Ws&L.  **B«it,  Sir,  lliere  u  another  amongst 
them  for  yoa : — 

*  He  wouM  not  flatter  Neptune  for  bis  trident. 
Or  Jove  for  his  power  to  tliunder.*  ** ' 

JoHxisoii.  **^  There  is  nothing  marked  in  that 
Ka»  Sir,  Garagantna  is  the  best.**  Notwith- 
standing this  ease  and  good-humour,  when  I, 
a  little  while  afterwards,  repeated  his  sarcasm 
on  Kenriek  [p.  171.],  which  was  receired  with 
applause,  he  asked,  *"  Who  bM  thatP*'  and 
on  mr  sodden! j  answering, —  Oarofftrntua^  he 
looked  seriens,  which  was  a  sufficient  mdication 
that  ha  did  not  wish  it  to  be  kept  np. 

When  we  went  to  the  drawmg-roem,  there 
was  a  rich  assemblage.  Besides  the  oompan  j 
who  had  been  at  dinner^  there  were  Mr.  Gar- 
ride,  Mr.  HaxTia  of  Salisbnrj,  Dr.  Percj,  Dr. 
Burner,  the  Honourable  Mrs.  Cholmonddej, 
Mim  Hammh  More,  &c.  &c. 

After  wandering  about  in  a  kind  of  pleasing 
distsaction  for  some  time,  I  got  into  a  comer, 
with  Johnson,  Gsrrick,  and  Harris.  Gabmck 
(to  Harris).  **  Pray,  Sir,  haye  you  read  Potter^s 
iBsdiyliis?**  Habub.  *«Yes,  and  I  think  it 
prettj."  Gabbick  (to  Johnson).  **  And  what 
think  Tou,  Sir,  of  it>  **  Jonnsov.  "^^  I  thoi^ht 
what  I  read  of  it  sfrMvs ;  but  upon  Mr.  Har- 
ris's lecommendation,  I  will  read  a  plaj.  (To 
Mr.  Harris.)  Don't  prescribe  two.**  Mr.  Harris 
suggested  one,  I  do  not  remember  which.  John- 
son. '*  We  must  try  its  effect  as  an  EnsKsh  poem ; 
that  is  the  way  to  judge  of  the  merit  of  a  transla- 
tion. Translations  are,  in  seneral,  for  people  who 
cannot  read  the  originu.**  I  mentioned  the 
Tttlgar  saying,  that  Pope's  Homer  was  not  a 
goG^  representation  of  the  original.  Johnson. 
^  Sir,  it  is  the  greatest  work  of  the  kind  that 
has  ever  been  produced."  Boewnxx.  **The 
truth  is,  it  is  inipossible  perfectly  to  translate 
poetry.  In  a  dinerent  language  it  may  be  the 
same  tune,  but  it  has  not  the  same  tone.    Homer 

gays  fit  on  a  bassoon :  Pope  on  a  flageolet." 
ABBiB.  ^  I  think  heroic  poetry  is  best  in  blank 
verse ;  jt^  it  appears  that  rhyme  is  essential 
to  Englwh  poeti7,  from  our  denciency  in  metri- 
cal quantities.  In  my  opinion,  the  chief  ex- 
cellence of  our  lanffuage  is  numerous  proee." 
Johnson.  ^  Sir  Wilnam  Temple  was  the  first 
writer  who  gave  cadence  to  English  prose.*** 


Before  his  time  they  were  careleM  of  hth^ 
ment,  and  cBd  not  mind  whether  i  MBtext  ) 
ended  with  an  important  word  or  an  inlgiufi-  I 
cant  word,  or  widi  what  part  of  speedi  it  wn 
oonduded."   Mr.  Langton,  who  now  had  joiori 
us,  commended  Clarerooa.    Jonmov.  '^He  u 
objected  to  for  his  parentheses,  hii  i&volivd 
clauses,  and  hb  want  of  harmoay.    But  k  ii 
supported  by  his  matter.    It  is,  mdeed,  tmio^  ; 
to  a  pXethofy  of  matter  that  his  it^le  h  » 
faulty:  eYerymftstanes j^flin^toMr.Hsirsj 
has  so  many  accident^.^To  be  datinct,  we  snat 
talk  i0ia/y(Ma%.    If  we  anaWae  laogosge,  «t 
must  speak  of  it  grammaticawr ;  if  «e  taai;* 
argument,  we  must  speak  of  it  ugicaDy.*  Gib- 
BicK.  *^0f  all  die  translations  that  etervm 
attempted,  I  t&ink  BlphiiMton's  Msrlisldf 
most  extraordinary. '     He  consolted  wt  u^ 
it,  who  am  a  little  of  an  epigrammatic  mjxL 
you  know.   I  told  him  freely,  ^  You  don't  tern 
to  hare  that  turn.'    I  aaked  lum  if  he  in» 
serious;  and  finding  he  was,  I  adrixd  kia 
against  puUishing.    Why,   Ids  traaiislMB  s 
more  difficult  to  understand  than  the  unptd. 
I  thought  him  a  man  of  some  talenti;  b«t^ 
seems  eracy  in  thn.**  Jomaov.  *  Sir,  joa  bin 
done  what  I  had  not  courage  to  do.    Bst  W 
did  not  ask  my  advice,  and  I  did  not  ftrcc  k 
upon  him,  to  make  him  amnry  with  sm."  Gifr 

BICK.  **  But  as  a  friend,  m " 

*^  Why,  sueh  a  friend  as  I  am  with 
Gabbick.  «*But  if  ^on  see  a  friend  gm^ 
tnmUe  orer  a  precipiee  f  **  Jomnoii.  "I^ 
is  an  extravagant  case,  Sir.  Too  sre  mn  i 
friend  will  thank  you  for  hindering  lum  fr« 
tumbling  over  a  precipice :  but,  in  the  si^ 
case,  I  should  hurt  his  Tunity,  and  do  h«  b'' 
good.  He  would  not  take  my  advice.  Hs 
brother-in-law,  Strahan,  sent  him  s  is^ 
scription  of  fifty  poundsi  and  said  be  v«tk 
sena  him  fifty  more  if  be  wtmld  not  palU 
Gabbick.  •^Whatf  eh!  is  gtnJbaa  s  p^'i 
judge  of  an  epigram  ?  la  not  he  rslher  0 
oUtue  man,  eh?^  Jommosi.  "^Why,  Sir.y 
may  not  be  a  judge  of  an  epigiam :  bat  m« 
see  he  is  a  jndse  of  what  ia  asf  an  cwias^ 
BoawBLL.  **It  IS  essy  for  yon,  Mr.w^^ 
to  talk  to  an  author  aa  yon  talked  to  Elf*^ 
ston ;  you,  who  have  been  ao  ^^^^V ^*fT^ 
of  a  theatre,  renectiag  the  plays  orpoer  aachv^ 
You  are  an  old  ju^pe,  who  h«f«  dim  f^^ 
nounced  sentence  of  death, 
surgeon,  who  have  often 


I  CorMmmt,  act.  til.  ic.  I.  —  C. 

*  Mr.  Botwell.  In  p.  4S.,  wjrt.  that  Johuoii  one*  told  bin, 
**tlnt  he  had  femwd  hit  icyla  upon  that  of  Sir  William 
Temple,  and  upon  Chanben't  Proposal  for  Mi  Dlctlonaiy. 
He  cpitiilnif  WM  miftJiken  i  or.  if  be  Imagined,  at  flrat,  that 
be  was  Imliatfaiff  Tample.  be  wn»  y^ry  antocrafaftil ;  for  no- 
thinf  can  b»  more  mllfce  than  th«  nrnpltdty  of  Ttenple  and 
the  rldinam  of  Johnton.**  Thit  ohwrratioo  of  our  anthor, 
en  the  SnI  vlow«  geemt  ncrfectlf  Ju«t ;  but,  on  a  cloier  ei- 
anilnatloo.  It  will.  I  think,  arprar  t«i  hare  been  ftwnded  on 
a  miMppreheiMlon.  Mr.  BmweU  ondorstoad  Jobnion  loo 
literally.  Ho  did  not,  I  eoocelve,  mean  that  be  endeavoured 
to  Imitate  Templet  •trie  In  all  lu  p%rti  \  but  that  he  formed 
hit  iiyle  oo  him  and  Chambert  (perhapa  the  i>aper 

Mcond  edltiou.  entlOad  ** 


JVCf  OMW 


llibed  In  I7S7»  relative  to  hb 


puK- 
Con. 


i 


Ae.>«taklttf 
of  Imitation.    The  pamai 
learned  from  Temple  re 
'  enlp.  madrhhn  Ms 
ire  n  no  diStenlty. 
■irength.  mi 
laxltr  of  MvW  vhirh  had  km«  , 
Browne  (Wno  wa«  evrtainlj  emi^ 
eerSermn.  vlpour  and  coerg]^  oT 
pie.  harmonkNM  armngrmmt 
and  the  other  ant  and  pm^t* 
merated :  and  fet.  after  ait.  Iila  *i 
retemblanee  to  thet  ofMiym 
proSted  bj  vnch.  —  Maimm 
See  an/l,  p.  65.  n.  4.  —  C. 


•  •      •  «  .  • 

lad  thoagh  thk  maj  Hsre  been  fbr fiegMd 
of  TOUT  paticntsi  ttiej*  cannot  like  ]ro«-  'Aoae 
who  hAte  nndersone  a  dreadfhl  operation  are 
Mt  rerj  fimd  or  seeing  the  operator  agaut.** 
Gawkck.  ^Tea,Iknoirenoagfaoftluit  There 
VM  a  tcvaend  gentlenHm  ( w.  HawUna),  who 
wmte  a  tngcwf ,  the  amen  of  something  ^ , 
which  I  reftued.  Hasbis.  ^  So>  the  aiege  was 
MiseiL"*  JoHirao?!.  ^Aj,  he  came  to  me  and 
rompUmed;  and  told  me,  that  Garrick  said 
hU  plaj  was  wrong  in  the  conctfction,  Now, 
what  is  the  concoction  of  a  plaj !  *'  (Here 
Garrick  starte<l,«nd  twisted  himself^  and  seemed 
snrdy  Tcxed;  fur  Johnson  UAi  me,  he  believed 
the  9tor^  waa  true.)  GAsnics.  **I — I — I — 
8ud,  /&W coneoction/* '  Jomson  (smiling). 
"Well,  he  left  tmi  Jini.  And  Rich,  he  said, 
nfased  him  m  /abe  SngB^ ;  he  conid  show 
it  ander  hii  hand.**  GAmmcc.  "^  He  wrote  to 
m«  in  Tiolent  wrath,  for  having  refused  his 
\Aif :  *  %>,  thb  is  growing  a  yerj  serious  and 
terrible  affiur.  I  am  resolved  to  pnbKsh  my 
plar.  1  will  appeal  to  the  world;  and  how 
win  ^ar  ^ju^gment  appear  f  *  I  answered, 
*  Sir,  notwithstanding  an  the  seriousness  and 
•0  the  terrora  I  have  no  objection  to  ^rour 
poblisfamg  jonr  plaj :  and,  as  you  lire  at  a 
?rest  distance  (Devonshire,  I  believe\  if  you 
*ill  send  it  to  me,  I  will  convej  it  to  the 

C«.''  I  never  heard  more  of  it,  ha  I 
!hsf" 

On  FVidaj,  April  10.,  I  found  Johnson  at 
^CBK  in  the  morning.  We  resumed  the  con- 
versation of  jesterdar.  He  put  me  in  mind 
«f  some  of  it  which  nad  escaped  my  memory, 
Old  eeabled  me  to  record  it  more  perfectly 
than  I  o^erwtse  could  have  done.  He  was 
»a<^  pleased  with  my  paying  so  great  attention 
t>  hn  reeommendation  in  1763,  the  period 
when  our  acquaintance  besan,  that  I  should 
k«^  a  jonmat ;  and  I  could  perceive  he  was 
■^cr«tly  pleased  to  find  so  much  of  the  fruit 
nf  his  mind  preserved ;  and  as  he  had  been 
a«ed  to  imaffine  and  say,  that  he  alwajrs  laboured 
«h<o  he  said  a  good  things  **  it  delighted  him, 
^  a  review,  to  find  that  his  conversation 
tftia«d  with  point  and  imagery. 

I  «id  to  btmv  **  Yott  were*  yesterday,  Sir^ 
a  reoiarkably  good  humour ;  but  there  was 

'  k  «M  calted  *•  Tk«  Sl«ii  of  Aleppo."  Mr.  HawfcliM, 
^  aaiaor  of  It,  «■■  Ihrmerit  prafetMMr  of  poetry  at  Oxford. 
k  «  pfftaM4  In  hie  **  MlMeliwlM.**  a  «oli.  Bvo —  Boiwau.. 
<W  Mr.  tlMiUaA.  harp  m  •llgliciiif  1/  iMOtloned,  l«,  never- 

of  the  tfTAii  mm  which  Pembroke 


"**•*.  mnmami  ee  en*  of  thefTAii  mm  whlili  rra 
C'^pp  H»4mmi     9m  mmii^  p.  IS W tioirr. 

*  Oarrtck  Ih4  klfli  aetkoHti  for  this  exprrMlon.  Drjdeo 
^  t  in  hit  preface  to  '*  (Edlpus."—  Malonk.  And,  Mirplf. 
ymmttimk  *  uimm  wag  at  fottd  m  ''jfrrf  concoction, **  which 
WW  ehrve  Jotiaeon  wm  willmf  fo  edoHt :  b«t  tt  rapears 
**«  ue  lettm  hi  the  Gerrtek  (^orretpaodmee,  v<rf.  Ii.  p.  &, 
a«  Garrtca  really  wrote  **;lr«r  conenvtioo.**  -~  Ceonnt. 

*  Gerr%a  •  Itttie  embellUhri  the  reply.  He  dkt  not  oAr 
p*rw«ar  ieeilf  "*  to  onnvey  the  play  to  the  pfwee."  but  in  ii 
^t,  fUeuthw  l*ttwr  eeye.  that  he  will  •*  forflve  ll«wkla«'a 
r*«UMag  m  appeal  on  the  rrjectkm  of  his  playa,  If  he  wiU 
^■«*<k  the  playe  theiweelwei ; "  and  chit  was  ao  fiir  f^em 

HewhtiM.  that  he  rrjolned  la  a  tUU  more  vMent 


TW  faaiar  wttt,  perhapt,  not  he  lor^  to  we  a  sJkeCdb 
^  ^*  **«nlng  bv  another  hand,  more  partial  to  Garrkk. 
Ilw'Mh  More  writaa,  **  1  dined  with  the  Garrlcke  on  Thun- 


notlmg  to  ofifend  yon,  nothing  to  produce  irri* 
tation  or  vioteneiR  There  was  ao  bold  lender. 
There  waa  net  one  capital  cenTiction.  It  was 
a  maiden  assize.  You  had  on  your  white 
gfoves."-» 

He  found  fanh  wiih  our  friend  Laneton  ftr 
having  been  too  ailent.  **Sir,**  said  !^  '*yott 
will  recollect  that  he  very  properly  took  up  Sir 
Joshua  ibr  being  |^ad  that  Charles  Fox  had 
praised  Goldsmith's  ^Thiveller,*  and  you  joined 
nim.*'  JoBHaoK.  **Yes,  Sir,  I  loiocked  Fox 
on  the  head,  without  ceremony.  Reynolds  is 
too  much  under  Fbx  and  Burke  at  present. 
He  is  under  the  F(tm  tiar  and  the  Irish  con" 
$teUatian,  He  in  always  under  some  ]^anet.** 
BoswBix.  *'  Tliereis  no  Fox  star**  Jobhsok. 
**  But  there  is  a  dog  star.**  Boswbu;.  •'  They 
sa^,  indeed,  a  fbx  and  a  dog  are  the  same 
animal.** 

I  reminded  him  of  a  gentieman  whe^  Mrs. 
Cholmondefey  said,  was  first  talkative  from 
affectation,  and  then  silent  from  the  same  cause ; 
that  he  first  though  *  I  shall  be  oelebraled  as 
the  liveliest  man  in  every  company;**  and 
then,  all  at  onee,  **  O  f  it  is  mveh  more  reapeet- 
able  to  be  grave  and  loi^  wisei**  '^He  hum 
reversed  the  Pythagorean  disc^line,  by  being 
first  talkative  and  then  silent.  He  rererscs 
the  Course  of  nature  too ;  he  was  first  the  gay 
btttterfiy,  and  then  the  creeping  worm.**  John* 
sen  lani^ied  krad  and  lon^  at  thb  expansion 
and  illustration  of  what  he  himself  had  told  bm. 

We  dined  together  with  lir.  Scott  (now  Sir 
William  Scott,  bis  majesty's  advocate  general)^ 
at  his  chambers  in  toe  Temple,  noMdy  else 
there.  The  compan^r  beinff  [ao]  small,  Johnaon 
was  not  in  such  spirits  as  he  had  been  the  pre- 
ceding day^  and  fat  a  considerable  time  kttk 
was  said.  At  last  heburst  forth :— **  Subordina- 
tion is  sadly  broken  down  in  this  age.  No  mn^ 
now,  has  the  same  antkority  whidi  his  fiither 
had — except  a  ^ler.  No  master  has  it  over 
his  servants :  it  is  diminished  in  our  colleges ; 
nay;  in  our  grammar-schools.**  Boawnix. 
"^  What  is  the  cause  of  this,  Shr?**  Johhsok. 
**  Why,  the  coming  in  of  the  Scotch,**  kughing 
sarcastically.  Boewaix.  **ThatisteaBy,raiiigs 
have  been  turned  topsy-turvy. — But  your  se- 
JoHNSoif .    ^  Why,  Sir,  there  are 


nous  cause. 


dny  ( he  went  with  me  In  the  evening  Co  Sir  Joahua*s.  where 
I  was  eninged  to  paas  the  erenint*  I  ^u  »«<  ■  *f<tl*  protid 
of  belnit  the  meam  nf  hrlaflne  suoi  a  hcnu  Into  such  a^rty. 
We  fbuad  Gibhon.  Johnson,  Hemes  Rarrte,  Bumer,  ChaoK 
bert,  Ramsqr.  the  Bishop  of  St  Asaph,  Boawelt.  Lnnfton, 
Ac,  and  scarce  an  expletlTe  man  or  woman  an<«nftt  nwm. 
amriek  pttt  Joktuem  tUo  tmek  t»ad  jpMto.  that  1  novnr 
ktiew  htan  so  entertaining  or  more  Instmctlve.  Be  was  as 
britllaat  as  himself,  and  as  good-homourMl  as  any  one  elee  " 

!«.    B 


—  JftfTf'f  life,  ^vL  I.  p. 


But  how  Inanttely  Inferior  are 
of  BoeweUI  — 


these  trnrralJUes  to  'the  Ttvackms  details 
CeoBia,  183S. 

4  At  an  asaite,  where  there  has  been  no  capital  eoOTlctiiMDU 
the  Jodfe  rceelfea  a  pair  of  white  f  loves. — CaoKBm. 

t  Il«anah  More  says,  en  the  cent  raw,  of  a  very  small 
party  at  her  ledfhiffs,  **  Johnsen,  full  of  wisdom  and  piety, 
was  vrry  eooinanlcatlve.  To  enjoy  Dr  Johnson  pevfectlv, 
one  mu«  have  him  to  oneself,  as  he  seldom  car««  to  Wfmk  tn 
alaad  partivs.'*  —  L^fe.  vol.  I.  p.  U,  Mb  an.  177S. 
evrr,  believe  BosweU  waa  rltot  aa  lo  the  osual 
CaoKta,  tSSft. 
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of 
upon  the  lord  of  a 

ahott-bbckat  the 


p<tiny  %  dsv«  woicii 
wiU 


ofay 

QtlfKVn 

he  kopci 


k»ldudk»tlie 
Bttov  depends 
ke  em  MM  to 
ovnona.  The 
court  does  not 
i  hns  bat  of  s 
wamAodj  else 
Ivasieirrr  to 


I  inure  I  I  |>liii  rf  m  mf  ^  Jonnwj  to  the  He- 
briiii!9k*  him  «o4d  tad  aftvor  destiOT  feodal  sab- 
uruimittwk  B«i»  biaides»thcf«»ageBenl  re- 
Vt ***'-*  oc  r«v«rsBc^  No  son  now  depends 
tapuQ  bi5  fmdwr*  » in  finii  tnes.  FUemit j 
tevii  'JO  b«  ouotmiiereii  »  of  iftsdfn  greet  thin^, 
woica  itti  A  rt«iK  tt»  oMoy  rleims  That  is»  in 
sCtsoKTM.  n!«inced  to  Terj  sbmUI  bounds.  Mj 
ikifie  a^  cnaft  se  saardiT  prodnea  tpannj*  this 
excrr'nM  :>!iAxa«xon  will  prodaceyvvat 

ro^iuint  'M^  ^M^  tbrwhick  there  is  so 

«  iftR^iT^  I  jtiwmsu*  how  little  thoe  is  of  it  in 

T>!«4Kv«   ovioifMnsii  with  the  other  oljecto  of 

huubkii  Mtviiitoo.    *^  Let  every  aen  recollect, 

Auu  M  wtii  je  sensible  how  ■neell  n  port  of  his 

*t«iM   »  etttf.«t*»v«^  in  ^^'"^  or  thinifing  of 

V^uir^  or  s&t of  the aost  cele- 

:oaft  k&v«  ever  'livedo  or  are  now 

>4i4HM«ea  :u  oixupv  the  ACtetttiunend  edBiretion 

vM  .it«f  vurtd.     L<:t  chi»  be  extracted  and  coni- 

;    iiMMMM :  -ucu  «ba&  a  aanrow  space  will  it  go ! " 

'    I    iHrti  >aAV    ^otrvauced  Mr.  Garrkk's  fame, 

ui«i   li^i^  <;te»umitt:(  the    airs  of  a  great  man. 

JvMiJ«««Mw     "^  ^ir»  it  is  wonderful  how  litUe 

.    viarrK*.  tfttutiK^    >*«\  Sir,  Garrick  ycirAnam 

'    r^tfmt-mmtr  ^Jmt,      Consider,  Sir;  celebrated 

tiK:u.  sue  a  j»  >uu  have  oMentioned,  have  had  their 

A|.>tu4UMr  St  a  ai:>taDce;  but  Garrick  had  it 

;    xiiksavu   o  at«  taiXN  sounded  in  his  ears,  and 

I    ^ciU  :KHiH»  «verv  uijfht  with  the  plaudits  of  a 

I    (houxUKi  11  btA  cruMtaiM.    Then,  Sir,  Garrick 

!   JkI  vk»4^i/«a  but  sMidr  his  wsT  to  the  tables,  the 

i   Wv%.v«t'vUKl  niuio^t  the  bed-chambers  of  the 

I    :{ivat.     IKcu,  &^r»  Garrick  had  under  him  a 

I    uuuK'i  vuei  SkN  ol'  ueople;  who,  from  fear  of  his 

I   iK>«%c(  juiU  ho^HfS  or  his  favour,  and  admiration 

;    v^   bi*  iaIouUi,  wv>re  coustantlj  submissiye  to 

I    tuitt.     Au4  hciv  is  a  man  w1m>  has  advanced 


t    I  ii  « x.^  I*.  M  «M  uvt  ^Mlt«  Mr  ;  and  la  JutCie*  to  John- 
«v>H    i  »'>     '«i  -V  >aNM*r««Hl.  thAi  though  on  tblt  occMl<Nino 


^ 


u  «« t«  .ivu«\  Uvt««M41  *>t\Hk  b«ir«vr«|  hJm  bj  thote  arts 

.,..i'   .  .«<.uu'«,  «hK*h  ho  «oul4  prohobljr  Dover  othor- 

>«    ..ti.u.l,  ^.h)  whkli  «o  know  bo  oooictiiDOi  ro- 

\;.     U-4«Khi«  «.s>t.  '*  MlUmploA,  wMllalUnolfhboar. 

H         \i>     i»>i  Vila  UAfrK-ii  to»k  tho  rank  of  cbo  nuNr$$e 

« «•.    4>^<ki«Hl  4i  i(  tb«*]r  hod  bron  of  that  rank*]  ~ 

V  .  «« *•  ut  m^hkI  tJui*.  •••«!  bb  foUblUbmont  dit* 

,  ,    I      )it    thiuv  i(»ar  boftot  irhoii  foing  to  tovn.^ 

^,     . .  t.  lUo  u>liuMii>4  )iff«4]r  doMrlptloo  of  hb  perMtnal 

^  Ui  w  Kiiu  uo« .  til  o  dor  k  bitto  tool,  tho  button. 

*  V  .       ■  .  I  Hiiti  4x*\ii^  4  unAll  c<Kkrd  bat  larod  with  fold. 

.^     „  .         t   wu  o(HU.  aimI  hit  ('ounivaaiico  novor  at  rort, 

«    I    ii  v«    I.  >■  u>>»tt  Ui*  iK'ifeiMi )  for,  In  tbo  rolaiutSon  of  tho 

>\o,  K     «4t«  M4>  tM  «ii  hu  ua'ural  v«4aliUt7,  oad  with 

uu  MMft  ^''^ »« •  '*^tK  4t  «vftfto,  auHMKiittM  iiUlnf  on  a  taMo, 

^!3U«k««k.  li  k^  ,iw  u^  bi«.4h«f«  Ola  ittoouco  on  the  lawn, 

'^u  41  rttw  out  u/  4  bow  In  a  ftHHlod  chaso  of 

4411WU      1  i^mombv^r  ~  whoci  Mf  father, 

luuii.  iur«  hiui  Ml  iho  coM«on«  rtdlof  bU 

iu<>«ti«K  «u«  c«>iu|MMtoo  bjr  lanMitlnf  tbo 

,iuut«Miia  la  w«u  u*  but  woaibor  (I  tbtek 


the  digni^  of  his  proftssion.   Gsrridk  bi 
made  a  pu^er  n  higher  chancier."  Scon. 
**  And  he  18  a  rerj  sprightlv  vnter  too.* 
JoBKSov.  "Yes,  Sir;  and  aU  this  nmortsdb^ 
ereat  wealth  of  lusownaoquisilioa.   Ifilltlui 
Sad  happened  to  me,  Ishoold  have  hsdteonple 
of  fellows  with  long  poles  walking  before  bc, 
to  knock  down  ererj  bodr  that  stood  in  tht 
waj.    Consider,  if  all  this  had  happeacd  to  | 
Gibber  or  Quin,  thej*d  have  jumpea  over  the  I 
moon.    Yet  Gsirrick  speaks  to  as"  (osiling).  \ 
BoswBLL.    **  And  Garrick  b  avcrf  md  bub,  | 
a  charitable  man.**    Jomrsoir.     **Sir,  s  Ii- 
beral  man.    He  has  giren  wsar  more  bom; 
than  any  man  in  Enriand.    There  msj  be  1 
little  Tanitjr  mixed :  but  he  has  shows  tint 
money  is  not  hb  first  object.***    Boswni. 
*"  Yet  Foote  used  to  say  of  mm,  thathewilked 
out  with  an  intention  to  do  n  generous  actkn; 
but,  turning  the  comer  of  a  street,  he  net  witli 
the  ghost  of  a  halfpennj,   wbidi  firifbtcoed 
him.**  JoHKSoH.    *«  Wh/,  Sir,  that  b  verv  tnx 
too ;  for  I  never  knew  a  man  of  whom  it'cocki 
be  said  with  less  oertMntj  to-dar,  whst  be  vill 
do  to-morrow,  than  Garri<^;  it  dependi  ir* 
much  on  hb  humour  at  the  time."  Scott.  ^I 
am  glad  to  hear  of  hb  liberalit j.    He  has  been 
represented  as  very  saving.**  Johksob.  ''Wu^ 
hb  domestic  saving  we  hare  nothing  to  do.  I 
remember  drinking  tea  with  him  loog  ap^  «bo 
Peg  Woffiiu;ton  made  it,  and  he  ffnmblfii  A 
her  for  making  it  too  strong.'     He  bad  tfcrt 
begun  to  feel  money  in  hb  purse,  and  did  act 
know  when  he  should  have  enough  of  it** 

On  the  subject  of  wealth,  the  oroper  or  ^( 
it,  and  the  effects  of  that  art  w\u»  » n-''  < 
economy,  he  observed,  **  It  b  wonderful  to  tbi£i 
how  men  of  very  Isrge  estates  not  only  ijpnd 
their  yeariy  incomes,  but  are  oiVen  actnsllr  z. 
want  of  money.  It  b  clear  they  have  doc  \»i^ 
for  what  they  spend.  Lord  Shdbnrae^  v^i 
me,  that  a  man  of  high  rank,  who  loob  irt* 
hb  own  aflairs,  may  hkre  all  that  he  oo^t  ^ 
ha%'e,  all  that  can  be  of  any  use,  or  sppttf 
with  any  advantage,  for  five  thousand  poacr  j 
e  year.  Therefore,  a  great  proportion  naii :» 
in  waste ;  and,  indeied.  thb  b  the  ease  with  Wi 


Aofitat)  to  plajr  befera  tho  Kfaif  nf 
hin  sincrrp.  and  bb  eaao  pMaMa,  UU 
that  ho  wat  In  roalltjr  vorj  well 
vroanod  at  at  Utoor,  waa  an 
Tho  natoral  oxprcMlon  of  hb 
plaridlty.    I  ronfcM  I  waa  afraid  oC  htai :  i 
of  Jobnaon,  whom  I  know  not  to  bo,  mutr 
OYpr  woald  bo  thoocht  to  ho.  an 
rick  had  a  frown,  and  apoko  tapotootialj 
and  kind  te  hb  wa/  to  childran.**  _  " 
CaoKta. 


i  Whoo  Johnaon  told  thb  Iktln 
RcToolda,  ho  nwatlonod  a 
to-dajr :  ~  •*  Whx,**  aald  Garrick,  *•  Ik  to 


to  Vl»*« 


*  Tho  gonomaltf  of  DavM  Garrick  Sn 
far  (mo  ^oaf.  It  Ap.  17S1 ).  who  ' 
wit  or  by  nogllgcaire.  wai  aa 
hb  aecnritlea  for  fiOtf .  with  a 

•  It 
with  Lord 
Caoun. 


Mthaal** 


[ 
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people,  wltttCTer  tlieir  fortttne  is."  Botwcix. 
**  I  We  BO  doubt,  Sir,  of  this.  But  how  is  it  P 
Whatbwute?**  Johrsoic.  »Wh^,Sir,break« 
ing  bottles,  and  a  thousand  other  things.  Waste 
ctnoot  be  aocuratelj  told,  though  we  are  sen- 
nble  how  destructive  it  is.  ^  i^nomy  on  the 
one  hand,  by  which  a  certain  income  is  made 
to  maintain  a  man  genteell  j,  and  waste  on  the 
other,  bj  which,  on  the  same  income,  another 
man  liyes  shabbily,  cannot  be  defined.  It  is  a 
very  nice  thing ;  as  one  man  wears  his  coat  out 
mach  sooner  than  another,  we  cannot  tell 
how* 

We  talked  of  war.  Johvsoh.  '^ETenrman 
thiaks  meanly  of  him«elf  for  not  having  been  a 
soldier,  or  not  having  been  at  sea."  mswbll. 
I"  Lord  Mansfidd  dMS  not.**  Jobvsov.  ^  Sir, 
if  Lord  Mansfield  were  in  a  company  of  general 
officers  and  admirals  who  have  oeen  in  service, 
he  would  shrink ;  he*d  wish  to  creep  under  the 
tible.**  BoawBLL  **  No ;  he*d  think  he  could 
fry  them  alL**  Johhsoh.  ^  Yes,  if  he  could 
catch  them :  bat  they'd  try  him  much  sooner. 
Xo,  Sir;  were  Socrates  and  Charles  the  Twelfth 
of  Sweden  both  present  in  any  company,  and 
Socrates  to  say,  'Follow  me,  and  hear  a  lecture 
in  phikMophy  ;*   and  Charles,  laying  his  hand 

00  hb  sword,  to  say,  *  Follow  me,  ana  dethrone 
the  Czar,*  a  man  would  be  ashamed  to  follow 
Socrates.  Sir,  the  imnression  is  universal ;  yet 
it  is  strange.  As  to  the  sailor,  when  you  look 
down  from  the  quarter-deck  to  the  space  below, 
70Q  see  the  utmost  extremity  of  human  misery ; 
ioch  crowding,  such  filth,  such  stench !  **  Bos* 
vxix.  **  Yet  sailors  are  happy.**  Johhsoh. 
''They  are  hi^y  as  brutes  are  happy,  with  a 
pi^ce  of  fresh  meat  —  with  the  grossest  sen- 
nslity.  But,  Sir,  the  profession  of  soldiers  and 
fuiorv  has  the  dignity  of  danger.  Mankind 
fvrerence  those  wno  have  got  over  fear,  which 
i*  w  general  a  weakness.**  Scorr.  ^  But  is  not 
<^>iirajre  mechanical,  and  to  be  acquired  F** 
•^^msoa.  **  Why  yes.  Sir,  in  a  collective  sense. 
i^ohiiers  consider  themselves  only  as  part  of  a 
ptai  machine.**  Scott.  ^  We  find  people  fond 
<>f  being  sailors.**  Johhsoh.  **  I  cannot  account 
fitr  that,  any  more  than  I  can  account  for  other 
(triage  perversions  of  imagination."  His  ab« 
k'^mnce  of  the  profession  of  a  sailor  was  ani« 
t'lv^y  violent ;  out  in  conversation  he  always 
ntltcd  the  profession  of  a  soldier.    And  yet 

1  hire,  in  my  large  and  various  collection  of 
h»  writings,  a  letter  to  an  eminent  friend,  in 
vhich  he  expresses  himself  thus : — ^  My  god- 
«a  called  on  no  lately.  He  is  weary,  and 
ntionally  weary,  of  a  military  Ufa  If  yoa  can 
pUrthim  in  some  other  state,  I  think  jou  may 

"    happiness,  and  secure  his  virtne. 


I}) 


A^vnonfioii  of  KflfilMMt  I'^vt  p.  I  SS> 
lint  **  Hr.  Bo«weU*s  nMmory  nut  bw  hav* 
-_  **<i  kta ;  and  ihat  Mr.  SeoCI't  obienrailoa  mtM  hat* 
^*^  tkai  •  Mr.  Fos,  ta  Um  hiauiicv  mcBiloiMd.wlfflic  tecoo. 


•v«S  wtW  trarrar  flf  ^A««r  i*  ofwbom.  M  Ptntardi  rvlitM 

(U  Lifc«r  Mem^M,  KupoUsth*  iraMdlaa  Mtd.  It  It  tmc 

^  tea,  ani  |M  h«  It  no  4^«ter.**.  H  Atom.    Seott  pro. 

Iko  vffj  ob^vteo*  eomporltoD  of  Fox  fo  AIcIMmm, 


A  soldier's  time  is  passed  in  distress  and  danger, 
or  in  idleness  and  corruption.**  Such  was  his 
cool  reflection  in  his  studv ;  but  whenever  he 
was  warmed  and  animated  by  the  presence  of 
company,  he,  like  other  philosophers,  whose 
minas  are  impregnated  with  poetical  fanc^, 
caught  the  common  enthusiasm  for  splendid 
renown. 

He  talked  of  Mr.  Charies  Fox,  of  whose 
abilities  he  thought  highly,  but  observed,  that 
he  did  not  talk  much  at  our  Club.  I  have 
heard  Mr.  Gibbon  remark,  ^  that  Mr.  Fox 
could  not  be  afraid  of  Dr.  Johnson ;  vet  he 
certainly  was  very  shy  of  saying  any  thmg  in 
Dr.  Johnson*s  presence.**  Mr.  S^tt  now  quoted 
what  was  said  of  Alcibiades  by  a  Greek  poet, 
to  which  Johnson  assented.' 

He  told  us,  that  he  had  given  Mrs.  Montagu 
a  cataloffue  of  all  Daniel  lJefoe*s  works  of  ima- 
gination* ;  most,  if  not  all  of  which,  as  well  as 
of  his  other  works,  he  now  enumerated,  allow- 
ing a  considerable  share  of  merit  to  a  man, 
who,  bred  a  tradesman,  had  written  so  various- 
ly and  so  weU.  Indeed,  his  **  Kobinson  Crusoe ** 
is  enough  of  itself  to  establish  his  reputation. 

He  expressed  great  indignation  at  the  im- 
posture of  the  C^ck-lane  ghost,  and  related, 
with  much  satisfaction,  how  he  had  assisted  in 
detectin|[  the  cheat,  and  had  published  an  ac- 
count of  it  in  the  newspapers.  Upon  this  sub- 
ject I  incautiously  offended  him,  by  pressing 
nim  with  too  many  questions,  and  he  showed 
his  displeasure.  I  apologised,  saying,  that  **  I 
asked  questions  in  order  to  be  instructed  and 
entertained ;  I  repaired  eagerly  to  the  fountain ; 
but  that  the  moment  he  gave  me  a  hint,  the 
moment  he  put  a  lock  upon  the  well,  I  de- 
sisted.** ''  But,  Sir,**  said  he, ""  that  is  forcing 
one  to  do  a  disagreeable  thing  :**  and  he  conti- 
nued to  rate  me.  "  Nay,  Sir,"  said  I,  **  when 
you  have  put  a  lock  upon  the  well,  so  that  I 
can  no  longer  drink,  do  not  make  the  fountain 
of  vour  wit  play  upon  me  and  wet  me.**' 

He  sometimes  could  not  bear  being  teased 
with  questions.     I  was  once  present  when  a 

Sentleman^  asked  so  many,  as,  **  What  did  you 
o.  Sir?**  "«  What  did  you  say.  Sir?*;  that  he 
at  last  grew  enraged,  and  said,  ^  I  will  not  be 
put  to  the^aestioii.  Don*tyou  consider.  Sir, 
that  th««e  are  not  the  manners  of  a  gentleman  f 
I  will  not  be  baited  with  what  and  wAy  ,*  what 
is  this  ?  what  is  that?  why  is  a  cow*s  tail  long? 
why  b  a  fox*s  tail  bushy?**  The  gentleman, 
who  was  a  good  deal  out  of  countenance,  said, 
^  Whv,  Sir,  you  are  so  good,  that  I  venture  to 
trouble  you.  Johhsoh.  **  Sir,  my  being  so 
good  is  no  reason  why  you  should  be  so  tff . 
Talking  of  the  Jostitia  hulk  at  Woolwich,  in 


%  Etipolli  had  coDUMtcd  with  tbo  taOtr 
PlMMs.^CiaRia,lS47.  .    . 

>  PmbMbly  Um  llat  whleb  b  to  b9  found  In  CiUer't  Livm. 
^  Cmocra. 

>  Johnton  had  llttlo  reason  to  bo  prood  Af  hit  sharo  In  thto 
Caollih  diiperf  tmmti,  p.  I3M.)*  and.  thtre/vrf,  ««■  ungtf 
wbon  Botwell  prrMed  (be  tuttiect  on  him.  —  CmtMttL 

*  This  wai  tuppoMd  to  be  Boawell  bioiirir.  —  CaoKU. 
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wfaicti  criminab  were  pttimhed^  by  being  cei^ 
fined  to  Ulxmr,  he  saidr  ^  I  do  not  see  tbat  thef 
mre  punithed  hf  this :  thej  must  hsre  werked 
eauelljt  hid  thej  never  been  guiltr  of  steeling. 
Tnej  noir  onlj  work ;  so,  emr  ell,  thcj  hero 
gmined ;  whet  thejF  stok»  is  cleer  gein  to  them ; 
the  confinement  »  nothing^.  Krerj  msa  wiio 
works  is  confined :  the  smith  to  his  shop,  the 
tailor  to  his  (ferret**  BoewBix.  **  And  Lord 
Mansfield  to  his  court."  Johmsow.  ^Yes^Sir. 
You  know  the  notion  of  eonfinement  may  be 
extended,  as  in  the  sons,  *  Every  island  is  a 
prison.*  There  ia  in  Dodslej^s  collection  a  cepj 
of  verses  to  the  author  of  uiat  song.**  ^ 

Smith's  Latin  verses  on  Fbcockev  the  great 
traveller',  were  mentioned.  He  repeated  some 
of  them,  and  said  they  were  Smi^*s  best  verses. 

He  tidked  with  an  uncomman  animatiea  of 
travelling  into  distant  oomitries ;  Aat  the  mind 
was  enlarged  bj  it,  and  that  an  aequisttioD  of 
dignity  of  eharaeter  was  dferived  from  tt.  He 
expressed  a  particular  enthusiasm  with  respect 
to  visiting  the  wall  of  China.  Icatcheditfbrthe 
moment,  and  said  I  really  believed  I  shenld  go 
and  see  the  wall  of  China  had  I  net  children, 
of  wlwm  it  was  mj  duty  to  takecare.  ••  Sir," 
said  he,  **  by  doing  so,  yrm  would  do  what 
would  be  of  unportaaee  in  raising  vour  children 
to  eminenee.  There  would  be  a  lusdre  reflect- 
ed upon  them  from  your  spirit  and  curiosity. 
They  would  be  at  all  timee  r^^Brded  as  the 
chihiren  of  a  man  who  had  ffope  to  view  the 
wall  of  China.    I  am  surious,  sir.** 

When  we  had  left  ATr.  Scotts  he  said,  "•  WiU 

Cm  go  home  with  me  P**  »  Sir,**  said  I,  *"  it  is 
te ;  bwt  rU  go  with  you  for  three  minutesL** 
JoHMSOH.  «*  Or/cmr.**  We  went  to  Mrs.  Wil- 
liams*8  rooBB,  where  we  found  Mr.  Allen  the 
printer,  who  was  the  landlord  of  his  house  in 
Bolt-court,  a  worthy,  obliging  man,  and  his 
verv  old  acx^uaintance ;  and  what  was  exceed- 
ingly amusing,  though  he  was  of  a  very  dimi- 
nutive  siie,  he  used,  even  in  JohnBon*s  presence, 
to  bnitate  the  stately  periods  and  slow  and 
solemn  uttersnoe  of  ihe  great  man.  I  this 
evening  boasted,  that  although  I  did  not  write 
what  is  called  stenography,  or  short-hvid,  in 
appropriated  characters  devised  for  the  pur- 
pose,! hadamethodof  my  own  of  writing  half- 
words,  and  leavkw  out  seme  altogether,  so  as 
yet  to  keep  the  substssice  and  language  of  any 
discourse  whi^  I  had  heard  so  nmdi  in  view. 


I  T  hw  In  Tata  cxmbIim^  Dodtltr't  CbUi^tkNi  i>r  th« 
wmrntm  here  rcferrai  la  The  sons  Wflm  wtth  th*  vorda, 
"  Welcome,  vrlcnne,  hroCher  d«4itor."  —  MAtont.  Th« 
ff«>nft  it»eir  It  to  b«  feoBd  Id  Rttton'f  and  atbar  coHcctlooa.  -. 

CllOKIK. 

s  Smith**  venvt  arv  od  Edward  Pococ^.  the  |r«at  Orien- 
Ul  llnffiiia:  he  trmvellMl,  It  la  inie;  Imf  Dr.  Richard  Po. 
rnrk**, lair  Bishop  of  Ossorjr,  who  publlfhcdTVavelithrmiith 
thx  Katt,  ti  iMiMlljr  railed  the  grtml  trmmfitler.  —  Ki^amtT. 
K«iwiiril  Pococke  was  Ciinon  of  Chriatchiircb  and  Hrhrtw 
Frnfi»a«or  In  Oxionl.  The  two  Porockea  flourlalied  j*tat  a 
riMtiiiry  apurt ;  the  one.  Rdward,  being  born  In  160i;  Rlrhard, 
In  I7r)4.  - /Mil.  ~  Caoa  la. 

*  'I  Ilia  I,  odd  roaaooinf .  Moat  rradera  would  bave  come 
|4i  Ilia  mora  obvloua  cooclusUm,  that  Boawoll  had  lUled  Id  bia 


that  I  eeuld  give  it  very  conipletcly  ssoa  ifWr  , 
I  had  taken  it  down.  He  dened  me,  u  he  W 
onoe  defied  an  actual  short-hand  writer ;  ni 
he  made  the  experiment  by  rea£ag  1M7  md 
distinetty  a  pert  of  Bobertson*s  ^^Baiuarj  of 
America,**  while  I  endeavoured  to  write  it  is 
my  way  of  takiiig  notes.  It  wm  fooad  tkil  I 
had  it  very  imperfectly ;  the  conclaswa  froo 
which  was,  that  its  exodleaee  was  priacipdljr 
owinff  to  a  studied  aiiangcmcnt  of  vcrh, 
which  couU  not  be  varied  or  abiid|yfi  withm 
an  essential  injury.' 

On  Sunday,  April  12.,  I  found  him  at  hmc 
before  dioner;  Dr.  Dodd*s  psdn,  cntkM 
•"  Thoughts  m  Friso<*  was  lymg  iqion  Iw  toUe. 
^us  appearing  to  me  an  extnordiMrj  <m*> 
by  a  man  who  was  in  Kewnte  Ibr  t  csp  ul 
crime,  I  was  desiiaus  to  beer  JohMoo*tspauDQ 
of  it :  to  my  surprise,  he  told  nw  he  had  bm 
rend  a  line  of  it  I  took  up  the  beek  sod  md 
a  pMsage  to  him.  Jemieoiu  '^Frettv  vcUL  i 
you  are  previously  disposed  to  like  thea.*  1 
read  another  passage,  with  whkh  he  wss  bette 
pleaaed.  He  then  took  the  book  intp  hii  on 
iMods,  and  havii^  looked  at  the  prsyer  st  'W 
end  of  it,  he  said, '' What  smdhMsii  there  tk« 

this  was  comnoaed  the  night  before  he  ssievi  ■ 
/  do  not  beheve  it**  He  then  read  sloedvhfe 
he  prays  for  the  ktqg;  ftc,  and  ehssrred,  *'Nr, 
do  you  thnadc  that  a  man,  the  night  bdon  ^ 
ia  te  be  hanged*  cares  Ibr  the  sucecMoa  of  t 


royal  family  r  Though,  he  aeaf  havecoMp(«^ 
this  prayer  dien.  A  man  who  has  bceo  €»:«< 
all  his  lifie,  may  cmst  to  the  IssC  And  mi 
man  who  haa  been  refused  a  paidmi  sitcr  * 
much  petitioning,  would  hardly  he  pnj^ 
thus  fervently  for  the  king.**^ 

He,  and  I,  and  Mia.  W^ana  went  to  dtt 
with  Uie  Reverend  Dr.  Percy.  Tslkmr  ^ 
Goldsmith,  Johnson  saiil,  he  was  very  w^v^ 
1  (iefendal  hin^  by  observing^  that  he  tmr^'}  * 
frankly  upon  all  occasions.  Jo«nso«i.  *  «^- 
you  are  enforcing  the  charge.  He  had  m  wm^ 
envy,  that  he  oould  not  eopoeel  it»  He  v»  •* 
full  of  it,  that  he  overflowed  He  talked  of  e. 
to  be  sure,  often  enough.  Now,  8b;  wlet  • 
nnn  avowa,  he  isnot  awaoaed  to  think ;  ikt^ 
nuny  a  man  thinka  what  he  is  ssbuKd  « 
avow.  We  are  all  envioue  nalanl^ ;  h">  -'^ 
cheeking  envy,  we  get  the  better  of  ic  So«« 
are  all  Siieves  naturally ;  a  child  ahrajs  o** 
to  get  at  what  it  wanta  the  aearert  w%j:  '.' 


inir  bit  note*,  after  a< 
Bffwliably  iBlnRMevetfl 
4  It  di^  Mt  mm 
tkn»  apokf^  of  one  In  the  ■InopHcy  of  * 
had  iO  much  emSdeaea  a*  to  desirt  to  I 
prnfrr*  (mntt^  p.  544).  Tbr  obwrval 
'*■  tor  tbe  btoff  **  awDa  I aaiaiaei  « 

wteh  all  viMilnd.  and,  aa  tW  ki 
TetwoQidiMit.  UoddS 

lono  DOT  Baliery  ( Mar 
bourr).  tawttNi  proof  of  ( 
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good  instruetion  and  gocnt  baliitB  this  ■  cared, 
till  a  man  baa  not  even  an  mcIinatMm  to  seize 
what  is  anotlier*8 ;  has  no  straggle  with  himself 
about  it" 

And  here  I  ahd!  Teoord  a  scene  of  too  nnch 
heat  between  Dr.  Johnson  and  Dr.  Perey,  which 
I  riiouid  lutve  suppressed,  were  it  not  that  it 
gave  occasion  to  display  tiie  truly  tender  and 
benevolent  heart  of  Johnson,  who,  as  soon  as  he 
found  a  fnend  was  at  all  hurt  by  any  thing 
which  he  had  **  said  in  bis  wrath,**  was  not  only 
prompt  and  desirons  to  be  reconciled,  bnt  ex* 
erted  himself  to  make  ample  reparation. 
j  Books  of  travels  havrag  been  mentioned, 
Johnson  praised  Pennant  Tery  highly,  as  he  did 
at  Dnnveean,  in  the  Isle  of  Skjre.  Dr.  Percy, 
knowing  hhnself  to  be  the  heir  male  of  the 
sncient  rercies  *,  and  having  the  warmest  and 
most  dttti^  attachment  to  the  noble  house  of 
Northomberfauid,  could  not  sit  qoietly  and  bear 
a  man  praised,  who  had  spoken  disrespeetfhlly 
of  Ahwick  Castle  and  the  dnke's  pleasure- 
grounds,  eroeeially  as  he  thought  meanly  of  his 
travels.  He  thereibre  oppoMd  Johnson  ea* 
gerlj.  JoBRSOR.  **  Pennant,  in  what  he  has 
ttid  of  Alnwick*,  has  done  what  he  intended ; 
he  has  made  you  very  angry."  Pwktt.  •*  He 
has  said  the  garden  is  trim,  which  is  represent- 
mg  it  like  a  atizen*8  parterre,  when  the  truth  is, 
there  is  a  very  large  extent  of  fine  turf  and 
graWl  walks."  Joiucsoh.  **  According  to  your 
own  account,  Sir,  Pemiant  is  ricfat.  U  w  trim. 
Here  is  grass  cut  close,  and  gravel  rolled 
Haooth.  is  not  that  trim  f  The  extent  is  no- 
thing against  tfiat ;  a  mile  may  be  as  trim  as  a 
square  yard.  Tonr  extent  puts  me  in  mind  of 
the  citizen's  enlarged  dinner,  two  pieces  of 
roist  beef  and  two  pudding.'  There  b  no 
variety,  no  mind  exerted  m  laying  ont  the 
fmuod,  no  trees."  Pbbct.  **  He  pretends  to 
p^  the  natoral  history  of  Northomberland, 
^  jet  takes  no  notice  of  the  hnmense  number 
0^  trees  planted  there  of  late."  Johvsoh. 
"That,  Snr,  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  nmtuni 
hiftory ;  that  is  civil  history.  A  man  who  gives 
die  natural  history  of  the  oak,  is  not  to  tell 
b^  many  oaks   nare  been  planted  in  thb 
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iraMf  ttataC  md  thr  4««o*iit  •Thfi  haMf 
^m  Hi*  K«Ht  mt  NortbiunlwHmd  clMrWjtedaMd,  In  tb« 
■^  Dr  NMh's  Miarllrnt  **  Hutorf  nf  WofrMt«rshlr«,** 
*^  »  p  S|«  TW  tfMtor  hM  ttibHiMd  *  note.  In  wMcii 
te  cm,  ••  rw«<dltar  hacb  atrn,  ard  emnfullj  n«inlnAd  the 
****">  ^f  all  tJbm  Mitkuliirt  aha?e  mmtioncd.  now  hi  Ch« 
fmiw  of  lb*  Bcv  TboMM  ^rcj/*  TIm  imm  proofli  1 
**^  aim  mjmif  CMvftiUt  rsamlDM,  and  hnvt  Meo  mor* 
^AihtKMul  prooft  whleb  Mv«  occiirrMi  tliicv  th«  doctor'! 
h»4  •«•  fuWblMd :  and  both  at  a  Liwyvr  »ceuUem*-4  to  lh« 
MMiuMiwi  af  avIdMica.  and  a*  a  toiMalogfat  vencd  In  tba 
•[«</ W  p»dlgF»at,  I  am  Aitt/  •ailsSed.  I  rannoc  h«>tp  ob- 
»*'*»S.  aa  a  dmimiCBsra  nf  a*  imall  moment,  that  in 
"'^w^  111*  Maba^  af  Dnmonf*  gtnralocr.  aM*ntl»l  aIA  waa 
r*r«  bf  tbr  lasa  Vllt4bMh  DnchMt  nf  NorthumtMrland. 
ftMPM,  «r  cbac  IHaatitoua  boitM  [p  443.  n .f] ;  a  lad v  not  onJj  at 
^«%  dt|iiltv  of  •filHi,  aiich  aa  became  b«T  noble  blood,  but  of 
T^'Hbvt  aadUmmidhiir  and  llve!j  ulenU.  Wltb  «  Mr  prida 
'  '■a  ^««t  of  Ibo  btmoar  of  ber  graced  correapondanca, 
*•>"•« i»  of  wMcb  aiiorn  mj  ar  blvet —  Boawiix. 

*  **  At  Aln«fefc  no  ramaloa  of  ehivAlrv  are  perceptible,  no 
"«-*"rt«M«  train  of  attendant  i  tbe  fiimltura  anrf  gaixlena 

'  'MlMent.  and  ootMnf*  aaeaip*  the  nambora  of  nnhidut- 
<r  >ti  paer  al  Iho  caatla  §ttm^  axcHad  an/  ooa  Idea  of  lu 


place  or  that.  A  ■aim  who  gives  the  na« 
taval  history  of  the  eow,  is  not  to  tell  bow 
many  cows  are  milked  at  Islington.  The  ani- 
mal -is  the  same  whether  milud  in  the  Park 
or  at  Islington."  Pbbct.  **  Pemiant  does  not 
describe  wdl;  a  carrier  who  goes  along  the 
side  of  Lochlomond  would  describe  it  better.** 
JoRHSON.  ^  I  titink  he  describes  very  weU.** 
Pbbgt.  ^'I  travdled  aiter  him/*  Johnson. 
«*  And  /  travelied  after  him.**  Pnbct.  "*  But, 
my  good  friend,  yon  are  short-sighted,  nnd  do 
not  see  so  well  as  I  do.**  I  wonder  at  Dr. 
Pere/s  venturing  thus.  Dr.  Johnson  said  nb- 
thing  at  the  time;  but  inflammable  particles 
were  collecting  for  a  cloud  to  burst.  In  a  little 
while  Dr.  Berev  said  something  more  in  dis- 
psra^enaent  of  Pennant.  JomsoN  (pointedly). 
**  This  is  the  resentment  of  a  narrow  mind, 
beeause  he  did  not  find  every  thing  in  North- 
mnberland."  PncY  (feelmg  the  stroke).  *"  Sir, 
you  may  be  as  rude  aa  you  please.**  Johnson. 
«*  Holid,Sir I  Don*t  taUc of  mdeness :  remem- 
lier.  Sir,  yon  told  me,**  puffing  hard  with  paarion 
struffgliog  for  a  vent,  ^  I  was  short-sighted. 
We  mnre  done  widi  civility.  We  are  to  be  as 
mde  as  we  pkMse.**  Pxacr.  **npon  my  ho- 
nour. Sir,  I  did  not  mean  to  be  vncivil.** 
Johnson.  **  I  cannot  say  so,  Sor;  lor  I  did 
naean  to  be  naeivil,  thinking  yoa  Iwd  been  un- 
civiL**  Dr.  Percy  rose,  ran  up  to  him,  and 
taking  him  by  the  hand,  assnrea  him  dfection- 
ately  that  hn  meaainff  had  been  misunderstood ; 
upon  whichareconcifistion  instantly  tock  place. 
JoBNsow.  **My  dear  Sir,  I  am  willing  yon 
shall  kcmf  Pennant.**  Pbbct  (resuming  the 
former  subject).  ^Pennant  complains  that 
the  helmet  is  not  hung  out  to  invite  to  the  hall 
of  hospitality.  Now  I  never  heard  that  it  was 
a  custom  to  hang  out  a  helmet.*  Johnson. 
^  Hang  him  up  hang  him  np»**  Boswbll  (hu- 
mouring the  joke).  *'  Hmig  out  his  skull  in- 
stead ot  a  helmet,  and  you  may  drink  ale  out  of 
it  in  your  hall  of  Odin,  as  he  >syour  enemy ; 
that  will  be  trulj  ancient.  itenB  will  be 
*  Northern  Antiquities.**^*  Johnson.  **He'8a 
wkig^  Sir;  %9addog^  smtlmg  at  his  own  vio- 
lent expressions,  merely  far  .pdUHetd  difference 


T^ottt  te  Seottand.  ^ 


*  It  i*  obiWTii>lo  that  the  saoM  tlliMOvtloii  of  the  mmm 
Mii^ect  li  to  ha  fboad  io  the  Oeroie  Rpt$tle  to  Sir  William 
Cbamban:  — 

**  For  what  b  Datora?—  rtof  bar  ehansat  round, 
Har  Ibfoa  Saa  nolet  ara  water,  planto.  aad  sfiKHid « 
Prolans  iha  peal,  yat*  wMm  of  all  jour  dattar. 
Tbe  tcdfcmi  chlm#  It  atill  fround,  plants,  and  water. 
So  when  anme  Jukm  bto  duiU  hitenllon  racba 
To  rival  Boodle'g  dinnor*  or  Alaiacb'a. 
Threo  uncouth  lag*  of  mutton  thock  our  cyet. 
Tbrao  rotated  geata,  thraa  buttar'd  ai*pla  plat.** 


Tbe  Henh  EpitUe  l*ad  appeared  hi  1773 ;  lo  that  Johnaoo, 
n<»  doubt,  borrowed  tho  Idaa  froos  that  aptrttad  and  pungeut 
Mtire  ..  CaoKin. 

<  It  rerraioljr  was  a  custmn.  as  appears  from  the  follow- 
Inf  pasiagf  In  *"  Fsrca»fciest.**  vol.  IH.  p.  I(M. :  — .  *•  Pa»otent 
nettre  au  plua  baoli  da  leur  bostet  ud  kemdmt,  em  tigne  qua 
teas  las  aaotlls  hnmnos  et  fOittillas  frmmes  entrAsseni  har- 
diment  en  lenr  haaiel  eomma  en  laurpropra.**—  KtamiaT. 

•  Tba  title  of  a  booh  tmialacad  bp  i>r.  Fircy.— Boawi 
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of  opinion :  ^  but  he  *8  the  best  traveller  I  ever 
lead;  he  obflcrves  more  things  than  any  one 
elfle  does.** 

I  could  not  help  thinkinn^  that  this  was  too 
high  praise  of  a  writer  who  traversed  a  wide 
extent  of  country  in  such  haste,  that  he  could 

Ent  together  only  curt  frittered  fragments  of 
is  own,  and  afterwards  procured  supplemental 
intelligence  from  parochial  ministers,  and  others 
not  the  best  qualified  or  most  partial  narrators, 
whose  ungenerous  prejudice  against  the  house 
of  Stuart  glares  in  misrepresentation ;  a  writer, 
who  at  best  treats  merely  of  superficial  objects, 
and  shows  no  philosophical  inTestigation  of 
character  and  manners,  such  as  Jouison  has 
exhibited  in  his  masterly  "  Journey  **  over  part 
of  the  same  ground ;  and  who,  it  should  seem 
from  a  desire  of  ingratiating  himself  with  the 
Scotch,  has  flattered  the  peo|)le  of  North  Bri- 
tain so  inordinately  and  with  so  little  dis- 
crimination, that  the  judicious  and  candid 
amongst  them  must  be  disgusted,  while  they 
▼alue  more  the  plain,  just,  yet  kindly  report  of 
Johnson* 

Having  impartially  censured  Afr.  Pennant, 
as  a  traveller  m  Scotland,  let  me  allow  him, 
from  authorities  much  better  than  mine,  his 
deserved  praise  as  an  able  zoologist;  and  let 
me  also,  from  my  own  understandmg  and  feel- 
ings, acknowledge  the  merit  of  his  *'  London,** 
which,  though  said  to  be  not  quite  accurate  in 
some  particulars,  is  one  of  the  most  pleasing 
topographical  performances  that  ever  appeared 
in  any  language.  Mr.  Pennant,  like  his  coun- 
trymen in  general,  has  the  true  spirit  of  a 
gendeman.  As  a  proof  of  it,  I  shall  quote 
from  his  *'  London  *  the  passage  in  whicn  he 
speaks  of  my  illustrious  friend. 

**  I  must  by  no  means  omit  Boli  Caurt^  the  long 
residence  of  Or.  Samuel  Johnson,  a  man  of  the 
strongest  natural  abilities,  grvat  learning,  a  roost 
retentive  memory,  of  the  deepest  and  moat  unaffected 
piety  and  morality,  mingled  with  those  numerous 
weaknesses  and  prejudices,  which  his  friends  have 
kindly  taken  care  to  draw  from  their  dread  aliode.* 
I  brought  on  myself  his  transient  anger,  by  obserr- 
ing  that  in  his  tour  in  Scotland,  he  once  had  long 
and  woful  experience  of  oats  being  the  food  of  men 
in  Scotland,  as  they  were  of  horses  in  England,  It 
was  a  national  reflection  unworthy  of  him,  and  I 
shot  my  bolt.  In  turn  he  gave  me  a  tender  hug.' 
Can  amort  he  also  said  of  me,  *  7%edoff  U  a  Whig.* ' 
I  admired  the  virtues  of  Lord  Russell,  and  pitied 
his  falL  I  should  have  been  a  Whig  at  the  Revo- 
lution. There  have  been  periods  since  in  which  I 
should  have  been,  what  I  now  am,  a  moderate 
Tory,  a  supporter,  as  far  as  my  little  influence  ex- 
tends, of  a  well-poised  balance  between  the  crown 
and  the  people ;  but  should  the  scale  preponderate 
against  the  taluM  populi^  that  moment  nuy  it  be 
said,  <  The  dog*s  a  Hlkipf'  '* 

>  Thlt  U  the  common  rant  sfalntt  failhfal  biographr. 
Doct  ttw  worthy  gmtlcnoan  mean  that  I.  who  was  taught 
dlierimlnstlon  or  character  by  Johnson,  should  have  omitted 
bis  frailties,  and.  In  short,  hare  bedambetl  him.  as  the  worthy 
gCDtloman  has  bedaubed  Scotland  ?-.  Boswsix. 


We  had  a  calm  after  the  storm,  i Uid  tks 
evening  and  supoed,  and  were  pleasant  sad 
gay.     But  Dr.  Percy  told  me  be  was  tcxj 
uneasy  at  what  had  passed,  for  there  vis  & 
ffentleman  there  who  was  acqusinted  with  the 
Sforthumberland  family,  to  whom  he  hoped  to 
have  i4)peared  more  respectable,  by  skowiss 
how  intimate  he  was  with  Dr.  JoIuisod,  sod 
who  miffht  now,  on  the  contrary,  go  away  with 
an  opimon  to  his  disadvantage.    He  Iwed  I 
would  mention  this  to  Dr.  Johnson,  wnnh  I 
aflerwards  did.    His  observation  upon  it  vai, 
**  This  comes  of  Uraiagem ;  had  he  told  ne 
that  he  wished  to  appear  to  advantage  befoit 
that  gentleman,  he  snould  have  been  at  the  top 
of  the  house  all  the  time.**    He  spoke  of  Dr. 
Percy  in  the  handsomest  manner.    '^Tkes, 
Sir,**  said  I,  **  may  I  be  allowed  to  suggest  a 
mode  by  which  you  may  effectually  counteract 
anv  unfavourable  report  of  what  passed?  I 
will  write  a  letter  to  you  upon  the  subject  of 
the  unlucky  contest  of  that  day,  and  yon  wili 
be  kind  enough  to  put  in  writing,  as  an  answer 
to  that  letter,  what  you  have  now  said,  and  si 
Lord  Percy  is  to  dine  with  us  at  G^ertl 
Paoli*s  soon,  I  will  take  an  opportnni^  to  resd 
the  correspondence  in  his  loraship*s  presence.* 
This  friendly  scheme  was  accordingly  earned 
into  execution  without  Dr.  Percy*s  biowledge. 
Johnson's  letter  placed  Dr.  Percy's  un<^iie»- 
tionable  merit  in  the  fairest  point  of  view; 
and  I  contrived  that  Lord  Percy  should  beir 
the  correspondence,  by  introducing  it  at  Gene- 
ral Paoli*s  as  an  instance  of  Dr.  Johnson's 
kind  disposition  towards  one  in  whom  his  lord- 
ship was  interested.    Thus  every  unfavourable 
impression  was  obviated  that  could  possibly 
have  been  made  on  those  by  whom  he  wished 
most  to  be  regarded.    I  breakfasted  tbe  d&j 
after  with  him,  and  informed  him  of  my  8cheme» 
and  its  happy  completion,  for  which  he  thanked 
me  in  the  warmest  terms,  and  wss  highly  de- 
liffhted  with  Dr.  Johnson*s  letter  in  his  praise, 
of  which  I  gave  him  a  copy.     He  said,  **! 
would  rather  have  this  than  degrees  from  all 
the  universities  in  Europe.    It  unll  be  for  me, 
and  my  children,  and  grandchildren.**    Dr. 
Johnson  having  aflerwaras  asked  me  if  I  bsd 
given  him  a  copy  of  it,  and  being  told  I  had, 
was  offended,  and  insisted  that  I  should  set  it 
back,  which  I  did.    As,  however,  he  did  not 
desire  me  to  destroy  either  the  original  or  the 
copy,  or  forbid  me  to  let  it  be  seen,  I  think 
myself  at  liberty  to  applv  to  it  his  senenl 
declaration  to  me  concemmg  his  own  lettexi, 
**  That  he  did  not  choose  they  should  be  pub- 
lished in  his  life-time ;  but  had  no  objection  to 
their  appearing  afVer  his  death.**    I  shall  there* 
fore  insert  this  kindly  coirespondence,  hsviog 
faithfully  narrated  the  circumstances  aeoom- 
panying  it. 

*  See  Dr.  Johnsoos's'*  Joaroey  to  the  Weetcra  Ulifl4i." 
p.  996.  $  see  his  Dictionary.  arUcie  OaU  :  •aAmj"  Ve|«|e 
to  the  Hebrides,'*  Arst  edition.  ~  PamuNT. 

>  See  Mr.  BosweU's  Jouraal  iamU,  p.  114.].  -  FniMJfT. 


BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

*■  Mr  DEAR  Si«,  —  I  beg  !•■▼«  to  tddress  you  in 
behalfof  our  friend  Dr.  Perey,  who  was  much  hurt 
hf  what  you  nid  to  him  that  day  we  dined  at  his 
home  (Sunday,  April  IS. );  when,  in  the  course  of 
ths  dtipiite  as  to  Pennant's  merit  as  a  trswUcr,  you 
told  Ptrey  tliat  *  he  had  the  resentment  of  a  narrow 
miod  i^aiast  Pennant,  because  he  did  not  find 
cfcry  thing  in  Northumberland.'  Percy  is  sensible 
that  you  did  not  mean  to  injure  him ;  but  he  is 
reied  to  think  that  your  behaviour  to  him  on  that 
occasion  may  be  interpreted  as  a  proof  that  he  is 
dopiscd  by  you,  which  I  know  is  not  the  case.  I 
have  told  him,  that  the  charge  of  being  oarrow- 
Bundcd  was  only  as  to  the  particular  point  in  qu«!S- 
tun ;  snd  that  he  had  the  merit  of  being  a  martyr 
to  hif  ooble  fiunily. 

**  Earl  Percy  is  to  dine  with  General  Paoli  neit 
Friday ;  and  I  should  be  aincerely  gbd  to  have  it 
to  my  power  to  satisiy  his  lordship  how  well  you 
thiok  of  Dr.  Percy,  who,  I  find,  apprehends  that 
four  good  opinion  of  him  may  be  cf  very  essential 
eenseqiience ;  and  who  assures  me  that  he  has  the 
Mgheat  rsspect  and  the  warmest  affection  for  you. 

**  I  have  only  to  add,  that  my  suggesting  this  oc- 
csnoD  ht  the  eiereise  of  your  candour  and  gene- 
fouty  is  altogether  iwknown  to  Dr.  Percy,  and 
prweiJi  from  my  good-will  towards  him,  and  my 
pcrmaaion  that  you  will  be  happy  to  do  htm  an 
««catial  kindness.  I  am,  more  and  more,  my  dear 
Sir,  yoor  most  frithful  and  affectionate  humble 
(errant,  James  Boswbll.** 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

*•  Aprn  sa.  177SL 
**  Sia,  -»  The  debate  between  Dr.  Percy  and  ine 
ii  one  of  those  ibolish  controversies  which  begin 
vpn  a  question  of  which  neither  party  cares  how 
it  ■  decided,  and  which  is,  nevertheless,  continued 
to  icrimooy,  by  the  vanity  with  which  every  man 
nwtt  confutation.  Dr»  Percy's  warmth  proceeded 
^wa  a  cause  which,  perhaps,  does  him  more  honour 
^  he  could  have  derived  from  juster  criticism. 
Ha  sbhorrcnco  of  Pennant  proceeded  from  hie 
opiaaoo  that  Pennant  had  wantonly  and  indecently 
c*e*urad  his  patron.  His  anger  made  him  resolve, 
ik>t,  for  having  been  once  wrong,  he  never  should 
^  right  Pennant  has  much  in  his  notions  that  I 
(!•  Bot  like;  but  still  I  think  him  a  verv  intelU- 
gnt  traveller.  If  Percy  is  really  offended,  I  am 
'^^ ;  far  he  is  a  man  whom  I  never  knew  to  of* 
fatd  say  one.  He  is  a  man  very  willing  to  learn, 
^  vary  able  to  teach ;  a  man,  out  of  whose  com- 
paay  I  never  go  without  having  learned  something, 
't  it  sure  that  he  vexes  me  sometimes,  but  I  am 
■fnid  it  is  by  making  me  feel  my  own  ignorance. 
8»  much  extension  of  mind,  and  ao  much  minute 
■cceracy  of  inquiry,  if  you  survey  your  whole  cir^ 
de  ef  acquaintance,  you  will  find  so  scarce,  if  you 
t&d  it  at  all,  that  you  will  value  Percy  by  oom- 


^  TiMuah  tha  Btahop  of  Dromore  hindljr  aatwerad  the 
*w*n  vMdi  I  wTou  to  him,  relatUt  to  Dr.  JohoMo'i  aorlx 
'•Miry ;  yet.  lajiMtlce  to  hfaa,  I  tbiak  It  proper  to  add,  that 
^*«  arcwMt  of  ito  forofoiDf  eoovartMkm,  aod  the  tohM- 
^'•^  iraAMciloo,  aa  ««l  aa  of  aome  oiber  convifaatloiu  in 
**<*}hmn  memiifacd,  hat  been  alvm  to  the  public  without 
t'^fma  tomnoolcalloo  vlth  hU  lordihip.  —  BoewsLL 

SMvrti  wumwmm  with  aBora  art  than  candour  to  give  hit 
'***rr*  to««rdt  Porry  the  turn  of  a  compliment:  be  kn«w 
'^  wtU  itaft  the  Biahop  would  bare  naturally  and  justly 


Lord  Hailcs  b  somewhat  like  him :  but 
Lord  Hailas  does  not,  perhaps,  go  beyond  him  in 
research ;  and  I  do  not  know  that  he  equals  him 
in  elcganoe.  Percy's  attention  to  poetry  has  given 
grace  aod  splendour  to  his  studies  of  antiquity. 
A  mere  antiquarian  is  a  rugged  being. 

**  Upon  the  whole,  you  see  that  what  I  might 
say  in  sport  or  petulance  to  him,  is  very  consis- 
tent with  full  conviction  of  his  merit.  I  am,  dear 
Sir,  your  most,  &c..  Sax.  Johvsov." 

BOSWELL  TO  DR.  PERCY. 

*«  South  Audley  Street,  April  Kl 
DxAE  Sia,  —  I  wrote  to  Dr.  Johnson  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  BemnamUan  controversy  ;  and  have  re- 
ceived from  him  an  answer  which  will  delight  you. 
I  read  it  yesterday  to  Dr.  Robertson,  at  the  Ex- 
hibition; and  at  dinner  to  Lord  Percy,  General 
Oglethorpe,  &c.,  who  dined  with  us  at  General 
Psoli's ;  who  was  also  a  witness  to  the  high  feffi- 
aioejf  to  your  hoiunir. 

**  General  Paoli  desires  the  Ikvour  of  your  con»- 
pany  next  Tuesday  to  dinner,  to  meet  Dr.  Johnson. 
If  I  can,  I  will  eall  on  you  to-day.  I  am,  with 
sincere  regard,  your  most  obedient  bumble  eervant, 

M  jAMasBoswuL."^ 


CHAPTER  LXIV. 

1778. 

••  Chajattr  eemmnting  Snakt9j^-^  StpUM  in  Painting 

and    Writimg.  —  George    SUevtm.  —  Luxury.  — 

Difinnt    GovermmemU,  —  AfciceortMite   Fenm.  — 

Cookery  Sookt.  —  AuqmUiy  of  tke  Seses.  —  2)». 

^reet  of  Happrntu,  —  Soimo  Jemyut^o  **  inttnuiX 

E9idemet.''^Comnig€.^Fn«mdtkip.^Frt9  tTiO. 

—  AfowitnTZt.  —  *« /Vieofe    Ficet,   jmblie    Ben§- 

JUi.**^  HioMuah  Mon.  —  Maton'i  Pntecmtiom  of 

Mr,  Mmrray  ikt  BookatBtr,  — •  Ftar  of  DrafA.  — 

Ammikikiikm,  ^  Ftdmro    fiMt    of   EsiaUnt*.^ 

ITtaky'o  Gkooi  Aery.  —  Jam  Harry.  —  Ckamyo 

ofJUigiom.'^Mrt.  Kwawko, 

Oh  Monday,  April  IS.,  I  dined  with  Johnson 
at  Mr.^  Langton*8,  where  were  Dr.  Portens, 
then  Bishop^  of  Chester,  afterwards  of  London, 
and  Dr.  Stinton.  *  He  was  at  first  in  a  very 
silent  mood.  Before  dinner  he  said  nothing 
but  ^  Pretty  baby,**  to  one  of  the  children. 
Langton  said  very  well  to  me  afterwards,  that 
he  could  repeat  Dr.  Johnson's  conTerMOion 
before  dinner,  as  Johnson  had  said  that  he 
cotild  repeat  a  complete  chapter  of  ^^The 
Natural  History  of  Iceland,**  from  the  Damsh 


oMected  to  the  revival  and  proinulfailoa  of  tbU  diaafrecable 
anlr,  and  thrrrfore  Boawell  never  cnntultrd  him.  Several 
anecdkiCaa,  related  bf  Mr.  Cradock,  ihow  that  the  amicable 
relatiofiB  which  bad  Mib«titcd  l>rt«eeii  Johnson  and  Percf 
were  nM>re  Mrlootly  chaogad  than  Boewelt  It  wUilaf  to 
confeM.— Crodoofc'f  Memoirs^  p.  Ml. .-  Caoaim. 

>  Dr.  Stlntmi  had  been  Dr.  Porteui'i  fellow  chanlain  to 
Archblahop  Seeker,  and  waa  hit  colleefuo  lo  the  p'^lfaHim 
at  their  patroo'a  vorka. «-  C 
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of  Horrehauy  the  ivliole  of 
thu: — 


«Cbap.  LXXIL  —  CaMMmM^ 

*■  Tliere  sre  no  make*  to  be  met  wilh  tfaroughout 
the  whole  island.'* 

At  dinner  we  talked  of  another  mode  in  ibe 
newqMipers  of  giTing  modem  characters  in 
sentenoeB  feom  the  claiB8ic8,and  ef  the 


*<  Eareiu  deonim  cuUor  et  infreguens, 
Inwoientis  ditm  npicntxc 
ComuhiB  erro,  annc  retronikin 
VflU  dare,  alqne  iteiBfe  «aniia 
Cegor  rdicttM,*" 

being  well  applied  to  Boame  Jenviii^  whc^ 
after  haying  wandered  in  the  wildsof  infidelity, 
had  retnmed  to  the  Chnatian  faith.^  mt. 
T<angten  aiked  Johnson  9m  to  thejwoprietiy  of 
aapientim  cotuuUtu.  Johhsov.  ^  Thomgh  cam* 
mdtu  was  primarilT  an  adjecthw,  like  amuctu 
it  came  to  be  nsea  as  a  sabstantiTe.  6o  we 
have  Jartf  eonmtfitf,  a  eonsuH  in  law." 

We  talked  of  the  styles  of  dtfierent  patnters, 
and  how  certainlja  connoisseur  coula  distin- 

§aish  them.  I  asked  if  there  was  as  clear  a 
iflferenoe  of  styles  in  language  as  in  painting, 
or  even  as  in  handwriting,  so  that  the  compo- 
sition of  eyery  indiyidual  may  be  distinguished  P 
JoHKsoN.  ^  Xes.  Those  woo  have  a  style  of 
eminent  excellence,  such  as  Dryden  and  Mil- 
ton, can  always  be  distinguishea.**  I  had  no 
doubt  of  this ;  but  what  I  wanted  to  know 
was,  whether  there  was  really  a  j^uliar  style 
to  every  man  whatever,  as  there  is  certainly  a 
peculiar  handwriting,  a  peculiar  countenance, 
not  widely  different  m  many,  yet  alwayaenough 
to  be  distinctive : — 


<i, 


fiicies  Bon  omnibus  uns. 


Nee  divena  tamen."* 

The  bishop  thonght  not ;  and  said,  he  rapposed 
that  many  pieces  in  Dodsley*s  eoUedion  of 
poems,  though  all  Tory  pretty:,  had  nothing 
appropriated  in  their  styie,  sad  in  that  par- 
ticular could  not  be  at  aU  distinguisned. 
JoBMOM.  ^Why,  ^  I  think  every  man 
whatever  has  a  peculiar  st^le,  wluoh  may^  be 
discovered  by  nioe  ezaminatMm  and  comparison 


**  A  f nsttivc  fttHB  iMewB  ■§ 
1  aMck'4  «t  all  rall^oitt  fcv. 

Deep  aelenc'd  tb  the  nasy  lore 
Of  HMHi  ptaUoeonlif ;  but  now 
etti,  ud  nek  a^  vofet 
To  tbat  Uea  harbour  wlildi  1  left  before.'* 

Horaee,  Od.  1. 10.  ^FtmmeU.  —  C. 


s  ...^  Koc  tlio  MBie  couBteoence  in  aU, 

Tot  not  OBllko.  —  Ovid,  Met.  U.  IS^—C. 

3  MiM  Bajnoldi  aod  Sir  J.  HawklnsdooMed  wbeOier  John- 
•OD  had  evrr  been  iu  Dodd's  oompaoy ;  but  JohoiOB  told 
Bos»all<oald.p  Ml.)that**hebadoacehaon.**  Ihavonov 
before  me  a  letter,  dated  io  incflrom  Dr.  Dodd  to  hie  friend 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Parfchurtt,  the  lesloaciapher,  mooikmlBf  thU 
meeting ;  and  his  aooount,at  that  dM,  of  the  man  with  whom 
he  wa«  afterward  to  h«vo  to  paianil  a  eerieapewlenoe,  ia 
taiterertlog  and  curlooa  t— 

•*  1  •pontveatordagr  afternoon  with  JohnaOD,  the 
onthor  of  IV  Jtaaiilu.  who  la  of  aU  othera  the 
peculiar  fellow  1  ever  mm.    He  la  ate 


with  others:  but  a  man  auist  vnte  a  pat 
deal  to  make  his  st^le  obviously  diioerBible. 
As  logioians  say,  this  sppropriatioii  of  ctjle  a 
infinite  in  yslfrfate,  limited  ibikAi.'* 

Me.  T<^am  fieanderic  eaaiMe  in  thacreiuB^ 
and  he  and  Dr.  Johnson  and  I  itsid  Id  w|)|Kr. 
It  was  mentioned  that  Dr.  Dodd*  lad  aadi 
wished  to  be  a  messber  of  the  LimsR  Cub. 
JoHmoN.  **  I  should  be  sorry  if  aay  ef  oor 
Club  were  hanged.  I  wifl  notsaybetsoiDeo^ 
Uiem  deserve  it**  BBAocuatK  (sapponngtbis 
to  be  aimed  at  persons*  for  whtna  he  nd  a 
that  time  a  wonderful  fancj,  whieh,  hnvcm, 
did  not  last  long)  was  imtated,  and  enffT^j 
said,  ^' You,  Sir,  have  afiriend'  (ssminghun) 
who  deserves  to  be  hanged;  fbr  he  ipak> 
behind  their  backs  against  thaw  with  wImdIk 
lives  on  the  best  terms,  and  attacks  them  b  tibe 

newspapen.  He  oatmalj  oq|^t  to  be  kukaC 
Jenmofli.  **  Sir,  we  all  do  this  ia  some  depte: 

be  sore  it  may  be  ilone  so  maeh,  tkat  a  mt 
may  deserve  to  be  kicked.**  Bbahclsibs. ''He 
is  very  malignant.**  Joiinsoii.  ^  No,  Sir,  k 
is  net  malignant.  He  is  misbUevomi,  if  tm 
wilL  He  would  do  no  man  an  esHBtial  mjorj; 
he  may,  indeed,  love  to  make  mrt  of  pcc^ 
by  vexing  their  vanity.  I,  nowerer,  (ntt 
knew  an  old  gentleman  who  was  sbioIcu|T 
malignant.  Ha  really  wished  evil  to  ocbe:v 
and  rdoiced  at  it.**  Boawau..  ••Thegentit- 
man,  Mr.  Beanderic,  i^ainsi  whom  yea  An?*; 
violent,  is,  I  know,  a  man  of  good  prindplei 
Beauclbek.  *^  Then  he  does  not  weir  sImb 
out  in  practice.** 

Dr.  Johnson,  who,  as  I  have  observed  bef^t. 
delisted  in  discrimination  of  character^  is^ 
having  a  masterl  v  knowledge  of  hamsa  ussn^ 
was  willing  to  take  men  as  they  are,  iupa^ 
and  with  a  mixture  of  good  and  bad  aatiitia. 
I  suppose  thonght  he  £k1  said  cnoop  is  ^ 
fence  of  his  friend,  of  whose  merilB*  eotvoi- 
standing  his  exceptionable  poin(s»  he  baa  i 
jnst  value :  and  aoded  no  moreoa  the  rabfrt. 

On  Tuesday,  April  14.,  I  dined  witk  k  a  tf 
General  Oglethorpe's,  with  General  Paoli  td 
Mr.  Langton.  General  Oglethorpe  &eeba^ 
a^nst  luxury.  Joniisoif .  **  Depend  upc*  ^ 
Sir,  every  state  of  society  is  sa  InxvioQS  a  & 


vloleot  eoomleloB  te  hie 
He  Kpoaks  roii|riilj  and  loud,  I 
thoroughly  pettlnoeloBa  of  hn 
Mm  tai  «U  he  utters,  aod  he 
And  of  knowMgc.  which  he  U  ■ 
muoleattof .  hut  fai  a  manner  eo 
hooriah,  m  renders  ft  « 
ahort.  It  la  tmnoealble  Cor 
often  InattMiUve  tn  what  peaaee  In 
like  a  peraon  poaaeated  bf  Mme  m 
reflectinff  on  nim  ever  unce  I  law 
univeraal  and  sur 


4  Mr.  Feoc.  Lord  Speneer. 
Whlft,tfae 
toJohneen  Uttlo 
"deaervodtohe 

*  No  dooht  Geoffe 
odklBf  ShaheaMore),  to  »h« 
and  partioularly  aa  *f>hut  G 
aMMB.  jffM.  l.eS.^Caoa^a. 
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en  be.  Hen  always  ttke  tbe  bett  thej  can 
feC  Obutbobtc.  ^  But  the  best  depends 
nek  npoB  euwdrcs ;  and  if  we  caii  oe  as 
wdl  ntnU  with  plain  things,  we  ai«  in  the 
fnn<r  toaccnBtom  our  palates  te  wfast  is  high 
KHooed  and  ezpensiTe  What  says  Addison 
a  his  *€blo,*  spedong  ef  the  Numidinn  ? 


*  Cotnem  Ui  vMsls,  die  fortune  «f  the 
Anid  Um  naming  strsani  ha  ulakat  bit  ibint, 
Toik  tU  Ike  day,  and  at  tbe  appsnaeh  of  night. 


On  the  int  Iriendly  bank  ba  throws  hiin  dovn» 
Or  nrtt  his  haad  upon  a  rock  till  mom  ; 
Aad  iTtkc  (bUowing  day  he  ebaaee  to  find 
A  aev  rcpaet»  or  an  untaelcd  •pring. 
BloKi  his  itars,  and  thanks  it  luxury.* 


Let  OS  have  IM  kmd  of  Inxory,  Sir,  if  you 

*iir  JonnoK.  **  But  hold,  Sir;  to  be  merely 

I  ntuM  it  not  enonffh.    It  is  in  refinement 

I  nd  elegance  thct  the  civilised  man  -differs 

^  thesaTage.    A  great  part  of  our  industry, 

tad  iQ  oar  ingemiity,  is  exercised  in  procuring 

pltMire;  and,  Sir,  a  hungry  man  has  not 

^  naie  picaame  in  eating  a  plain  dinner, 

tbtt  t  htnory  man  has  hi  eating  a  Inxniious 

disoer.    '^m  aee  I  pot  the  case  ikiriy.    A 

hnnty  man  mMj  hare  as  mudi,  nay,  more 

pieamre  in  eating  a  plain  dinner,  lluui  a  man 

rovB  &stidioiis  has  in  eatmg  a  Ittxnrions 

^nuier.    Bnt  I  anppose  die  man  who  decides 

b^tvecn  the   two  dinners  to  be  equally  a 

kcj^Tf  man." 

r«Ikiog  of  the  diflerent  goTcmments,  — 
iimntn.  ^  The  more  contracted  power  is, 
^  more  eanlj  it  is  destroyed.  A  country 
pv^eraed  by  a  despot  is  an  iuTerted  cone. 
C'?fwmnent  tihere  cannot  be  so  firm  as  when 
K  rcfts  upon  a  broad  basis  gradually  con- 
tnrted,  aa  the  fforemment  of  Great  Britain, 
■^H  is  firandea  on  the  parliament,  then  is  in 
^  privy  i'tfwiti^l^  tiien  m  tiie  kii^.**  Bos- 
'vu.  ^  Power,  when  contracted  into  the 
>ewn  of  a  deflpot,  mi^  be  cmIIt  destroyed,  as 
^  prince  maj  be  cut  off.  So  Caligula  wished 
^  the  people  of  Rome  had  but  one  ne^, 
bt  he  mi^t  cut  them  off  at  a  blow.**  Oolb- 
soara.  ***lt  wna  of  the  senate  he  wished  that.' 
he  senate  by  Ha  usurpation  controlled  both 
t*  onperor  n&d  tiie  people.  And  don*t  you 
sak  tttt  we  nee  too  mucn  of  that  in  our  own 
Buament?^ 

Dr.  Johanon  endeavoured  to  traoe  the  etr- 
'^ogy  of  Maocsuxmic  verses,  which  he  thought 
're  of  ItaliaD  inventton,  from  Maccaroni; 
t  on  bong  ialonned  that  this  would  inftr 
It  they  were  die  most  common  and  easy 
r«%  maocaroni  being  die  most  ordinary  and 
Bpke  food,  be  vraa  at  a  loss;  for  he  said,  ^  He 


**UtfaNn 

\  rtint  fai  tni 


ifatttMto- 


ng  that  this  kind  of 
**  Art  tats  pwtle* 
Th««pMto  Po- 
tt mttcmmnUmt  aerivata ; 
poloMDtuait 


rather  ahoold  have  supposed  it  to  import  in  its 
pnwitive  sijsnificadon,  a  compoaition  of  aeveral 
tlMngs^;  for  llaocaronic  verses  are  verses 
made  out  of  a  mixture  of  differant  4— w"iyf>i^ 
tbat'is,  of  one  language  with  the  termmatioai 
of  another.**  I  suf^iose  we  scaroelv  know  of  a 
hmguage  in  any  country,  where  there  is  any 
leanung,  in  which  that  motlenr  htdiorous  species 
of  ooDLpoBttion  may  not  be  nrand.  It  is  par- 
deularry  droU  in  Low  Dutch.  The  "^  Pofano^ 
middima**  of  Dnanmond  i^  Hawthocnden,  in 
whidi  there  is  a  jumble  of  many  laneimgea 
moulded,  as  if  it  were  all  in  Latin,  is  well 
known.  Hr.  Langton  made  ua  lau^  heartily 
at  one  in  the  Grecian  mould,  by  Joamia  Barnes, 
in  which  are  to  be  found  such  comical  JaglO' 
MZsnttms  as  cXugfietaiv  t^vxj^ofz  they  were 
banged  with  clubs. 

On  Wednesday,  AprU  15.,  I  dined  with  Dr. 
Johnson  at  Mr.  Dilly  s,  and  was  ^is^  in  spirits, 
for  I  had  been  a  good  part  of  the  morning 
with  Mr,  Orme,  dm  able  Mul  eloquent  historian 
of  Hindostan,  who  expressed  a  great  admira> 
tion  of  Johnaon.  **  I  do  not  care,*'  said  he, 
**  on  what  subject  Johnaon  talks ;  bnt  I  love 
better  to  hear  hnn  talk  than  any  body.  He 
either  sivea  you  new  thoughts,  or  anew  colauiw 
ing.  U  is  a  shame  to  the  nation  that  he  haa 
not  been  more  liberally  rewarded*  Had  I 
been  George  the  TUrd,  and  thoi^t  aa  he  did 
about  Ammsa,  I  would  have  given  Johnaon 
three  hundred  a  year  for  his  *  Taxation  no 
Tyranny/  alone."  I  repeated  this,  and  John* 
son  was  much  pleaaed  with  aueh  praise  from 
such  a  man  as  Orme. 

At  Mr.  Dilly*8  to-day  were  Mrs.  Knowks, 
the  ingenious  quaker  bidv.  Miss  Seward,  the 
poetess  of  Lidmeld,  the  Beverend  Dr.  Mayo, 
and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Beresford,  tutor  to  the  Duke 
of  Bedford.  Before  dinner  Dr.  Johnson  seised 
uponMr.CharleaSberidan*s<  '^Aooountof  the 
mXit  Revolution  in  Sweden,**  and  seamed  to 
read  it  ravenoaaly,  as  if  he  devoured  it,  which 
was  to  all  appearance  his  method  of  atndying. 
^  He  knows  how  to  read  better  than  anr  one!/* 
says  Mrs.  Knowles ;  **  he  gets  at  the  suostanoe 
of  a  book  direedy;  he  tears  out  the  heart  of 
it.**  He  kept  it  wraf|t  up  in  the  tablecloth  in 
his  lap  dunng  the  time  of  dinner,  firam  an 
avidity  to  have  one  entertainment  in  readiness, 
when  he  should  have  finidied  anodier ;  reaem- 
bling  (if  I  may  use  so  coarse  a  simile)  a  dog 
who  holds  a  bone  in  his  naws  in  reserve,  while 
he  eata  something  else  wni<di  has  been  thrown 
to  him. 

The  subject  of  cookery  having  been  rery 
naturally  introduced  at  a  table  where  Johnaon, 
who  boasted  of  the  niceness  of  his  palate, 
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ika  nil  nltl  srwMdIoan.  rudttatna,  ct  vocabulsssot 
dvbrt  hi  M  eoothMre.*  WmrUmCt  UUt  qf  Mmg.  Foei,  II.  W, 
Folaofo'i  mirniad  name  «u  uImo  up  In  coniMUtnes  of  hit 
iMvIng  bMB  faMtnictad  in  his  y«y»h  bj  Vlnfo  CoBralo.  He 
dl«dintJM4.-MAtom. 

«  The  «ldrr  brMher  of  Mr.  Blehard  Brhiilfj 
a*  SM  hi  1868.  *  Mamnb. 
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•wned  that  ^  he  alwayi  found  a  good  dinner,'* 
lie  aaid,  ^  I  could  write  a  better  Mok  of  cook- 
ery than  has  ever  yet  been  written ;  it  should 
be  a  book  upon  phuoBophical  principles.  Phar- 
macy is  now  made  much  more  simple.  Cook- 
ery may  be  made  so  too.  A  prescnption  which 
ii  now  compounded  of  fire  ingredientSt  had 
formerly  ^fty  in  it.  So  in  cookery^  if  the 
nature  of  the  ingredients  be  well  known,  much 
fewer  will  do.  Then,  as  you  cannot  mdce  bad 
meat  good,  I  would  tell  what  is  the  best 
butdi^s  meat,  the  best  beef,  the  best  pieces ; 
how  to  choose  youns  fowb ;  the  proper  seasons 
of  different  v^etaUes ;  and  then  how  to  roast 
and  boil  and  compound.  Dillt.  **Mrs.61asse*s 
*  Cookery,'  which  is  the  best,  was  written  by 
Dr.HilL  Halfthelrade' know  this."  Jon- 
soM.  ^  Well,  Sir,  this  shows  how  much  better 
the  subject  of  cookery  may  be  treated  by  a 
philosopher.  I  doubt  if  the  book  be  written 
by  Dr.  Hill ;  for,  in  Mrs.  Glaase's  'Cookeiy,' 
which  I  have  looked  into,  saltpetre  and  sal- 
prunelU  are  spoken  of  as  different  subetaooes, 
whereas  sal-prunella  is  only  sal^ietre  burnt 
on  charcoal ;  and  Hill  could  not  be  ignorant  of 
this.  However,  as  the  greatest  part  of  such  a 
book  is  made  by  transcription,  thb  mistake 
may  have  been  carelessly  adopted.  But  tou 
shall  see  what  a  book  of  cookery  I  shall  msike : 
I  shall  agree  with  Mr.  Dilly  for  the  ccypirright.'* 
Miss  Sbwamd.  "•  That  would  be  Hercnues  with 
the  distaif  indeed."  Jomisoir.  **  No,  Madam. 
Women  can  spin  very  well ;  but  they  cannot 
make  a  good  book  of  cookery." 

JoHXsoH.  **0I  Mr.  Dilly — you  must  know 
that  an  English  Benedictine  monk '  at  Paris 
has  translated  '  The  Duke  of  Berwick's  Me- 
moirs,' fW>ii;i  the  original  French,  and  has  sent 
them  to  me  to  sell.  I  offered  them  to  Strahan, 
who  sent  them  back  with  this  answer ; — *  That 
the  first  book  he  had  published  was  the  Duke 
of  Berwick's  Life,  by  which  he  had  lost :  and 
he  hated  the  name.'  Now  I  honestly  tell  yon 
that  Strahan  has  refused  them;  but  I  also 
honestly  tell  you  that  he  did  it  upon  no  prin- 
ciple, for  he  never  looked  into  them."  Ddllt 
*^  Are  thej  well  translated.  Sir  ?  "  Johhsok. 
^  Whr,  Sir,  very  well ;  in  a  style  very  current 
and  dear.  I  haTe  written  to  the  Benedictine 
to  gire  me  an  answer  upon  two  points.  What 
evidence  is  there  that  the  letters  are  authentic  ? 
(for  if  they  are  not  authentic,  thev  are  no- 
thinj^.)  And  how  long  will  it  be  before  the 
original  French  is  published?  For  if  the 
French  edition  is  not  to  appear  for  a  consider- 
able time,  the  translation  will  be  almost  as 
valuable  as  an  original  book.  They  will  make 
two  volumes  in  octavo ;  and  I  have  undertaken 
to  correct  every  sheet  as  it  comes  from  the 

1  As  phf  ilcUnt  art  oiIImI  the  faculty,  mnd  countellort  at     Ctxt  Bn  vrfclaa  in  Um  /raf  paraom,  m  bf 
Uw  tkf  antfrsMtom^  thn  bookwllvrt  of  London  mrr  denomU     but  ww  rtvbad  bf  tb«  Ahbk  Hook,  mod 
natod  tie  trade.    JohoioD  disapproved  of  thcte  deoonlnn- 
tlons.  —  BOSWELL. 

<  Tta«  Abbe  Hook.  They  were  published.  In  1779.  br 
Cadell.  .  Mackintosh.  The  *'  Memuire$  dm  Martchal  de 
Berwck'*  (writun  In  the  lAiM  person)  had  been  published 
bf  Um  Abb6  dc  Margon,  In  17S7 :  tboee  mentioned  In  the 


press."    Mr.  Dilly  denred  to  sse  tben,  aDd  . 
said  he  would  send  for  them.    He  nkcd  Dr. 
Johnson  if  he  would  write  a  preisoe  to  tkesL  , 
JoHHSOR.  **  No,  Sir.    The  Heocdictjnw  were 
very  kind  to  me,  and  PU  do  whst  I  undertook  > 
to  do ;  but  I  will  not  min^e  my  nsme  vitk  ' 
them.    I  am  to  gain  nothmg  by  thm.  Til  . 
turn  them  loose  upon  the  world,  snd  let  tkn  , 
take  their  chance.*    Dm.  Mato.  ^'Fkmj.Sir,  ; 
are  Gran^anellTs  letters  authentie?''  Jonaoi.  ' 
**  No,  Sir.    Voltaire  out  the  same  queftioQ  to 
the  editor  of  them  that  I  did  to  Mscphenoo  ' 
—  Where  are  the  originals?"'  I 

Mrs.  Knowles  affected  to  complain  thtt  aiea 
had  much  more  libertv  allowed  them  tbs 
women.    Johhsok.   **Why,  Madam,  wooes 
have  all  the  liberty  they  should  wiah  to  Ufc 
We  have  all  the  labour  and  the  danger,  isd 
the  women  all  the  advantage.    We  go  to  mi, 
we  build  houses,  we  do  every  thing,  in  ibort,  I 
to   pay  our   court   to   the   women.*   Um. 
KvowLis.  ^  The  Doctor  reasons  very  viuilj, 
but  not  very  convincingly.    Now,  tske  tie 
instance  of  building :  the  mason*s  wiie,  if  ike  > 
is  ever  seen  in  liquor,  is  ruined:  the  mtios 
may  get  himself  drunk  as  often  as  he  plaiaii  ■ 
with  little  loss  of  character;  nay,  may  let kii 
wife  and  children  starve."  JoKnsoa. '^Jfsdmi, 
you  must  consider,  if  the  mason  does  get  bin- 
self  drunk,  and  let  his  wife  and  diildxtB  lUrte, 
the  parish  will  oblige  him  to  find  secority  fir  • 
their  maintenance.    We  hmve  different  modtt 
of  restraining  eviL    Stocks  for  the  mm. » 
ducking^etooT  for  women,  and  a  poomi  ixt 
beasts.    If  we  require  more  perftctmi  frw 
women  than  from  ounelves,  it  is  doSif  tka 
honour.    And   women   have   not  the  «"< 
temptations  that  we  have;  they  may  i^vri 
live  in  virtuous  company ;  men  moit  mix  i> 
the  world  indiscriminately.    If  a  wensa  bi 
no  inclination  to  do  wluut  is  wrong,  bciif 
secured  fiom  it  is  no  restraint  to  her.  I  ib  «t 
liberty  to  walk  into  the  Thames;  botiflvat 
to  try  it,  my  friends  would  restrain  ms  ia  B<o- 
1am,  and  I  should  be  obliged  to  them."  Hm- 
KxowLis.  "^  Still,  Doctor,  I  cannot  help  tkiflk- 

ing  it  a  hardship  that  more  indul^Bce  s 
altowed  to  men  than  to  women.  It  gx?  cs  • 
superiority  to  men,  to  whicb  I  do  not  sm  ^ 
they  are  entitled."  JomsoK.  *^U  u  }^ 
Madam,  one  or  other  must  have  the  vtft- 
riority.  As  Shakspeare  aaya,  *  If  two  a«^ 
ride  on  a  hone,  one  most  ride  be^*  * 
Dillt.  ^I  suppme.  Sir,  MrkKnowlei  v^i.*. 
have  them  ride  in  panniers,  one  on  each  sd* 
JoBMSon.  «"  Then,  Sir,  the  horse  wodd  Utt* 
them  both."  Mns.  Khowlbs.  ^'WcU.  I  ^, 
that  in  another  worid  the  sexes  will  be  eqio- 
Boswmx.     **That    is   being    too  ambiu«A 


Sr  Bervick*!  ^  _ 
•OKBft,  lSII-47. 

*  TbeM  fweCef idcd  letiert  of  P<nfw 
nelH«  «eff«  wrtttnn  and  puidtohed  bf  tbe 
Ar«t  in  Frmek^Sn  IHSw  •ad 
Cmku.  1S«7. 
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Maibin.  We  might  as  well  desire  to  be  equal 
with  the  angels.  We  shall  all,  I  hope,  be 
h.iiipr  in  a  future  state,  but  vrc  must  not 
exjK'ct  to  be  all  happy  in  the  same  degree.  It 
i»  cnouifh,  if  we  be  happy  according  to  our 
^^•vl'nll  capacities.  A  worthy  CHrman  will  get 
ti)  heaven  as  well  as  Sir  Isaac  Newton.  Yet, 
thou'/h  equally  good,  they  will  not  have  the 
«ainc»  degrees  of  happiness.'*  Johnson.  "  Pro- 
bahlv  not," 

Upon  this  subject  I  had  once  before  sounded 
liidi  bvmentioninj^the  late  Reverend  Mr.  Brown 
ofVuxchVa  image ;  that  a  great  and  small  glass, 
tiiough  eciuallv  full,  did  not  hold  an  equal  qunn- 
tiir;  which  he  threw  out  to  refute  David 
J  fume's  saying,  that  a  little  miss,  going  to 
«i.(n('<i  at  a  ball,  in  a  fine  new  di*ess,  was  as 
i-*ppy  05  a  great  orator,  afler  having  ma<le  an 
•  ^•cpicnt  and  applauded  speech.  After  some 
tuou;rht,  Johnson  said,  **  I  come  over  to  the 
pii>M»n."  As  an  instance  of  coincidence  of 
tiiiokinpr,  Mr.  Dilly  told  me,  that  Dr.  King,  a 
Ltc  d'v^enting  minister  in  London,  said  to  him, 
ufK>n  the  happiness  in  a  future  state  of  good 
nirn  of  different  capacities,  ^^  A  pail  does  not 
hnlil  Ko  much  aa  a  tub ;  but,  if  it  be  equally 
full,  it  ha.)  no  reason  to  complain.  Every  saint 
!n  hoaven  will  have  as  much  happiness  as  he 
<  m  hold.**  Mr.  Dilly  thought  this  a  clear, 
lUnu'zh  a  familiar,  illustration  of  the  phrase, 
**Oni*  gtar  difTereth  from  another  in  bright- 
C'^-''(lCor.xT.41.) 

Dr.  Mayo  having  asked  Johnson's  opinion  of 
>^  •ime  Jenyns's  ** View  of  the  Internal  Evi- 
ti'Ji'f  of  the  Christian  Religion;" — Jobnbon. 
^  1  think  it  a  pretty  book ;  not  very  theological, 
i't'ii'eil ;  and  tnere  aeems  to  be  an  afTectatiou  of 
•>;^*  an<l  carelessness,  as  if  it  were  not  suitable 
• '  hi."*  character  to  be  very  serious  about  the 
('•attrr.**  BoswKix.  **  He  may  have  intended 
''<■<  to  introfluce  his  book  the  better  among 
-?!ti'<>l  people,  who  might  be  unwilling  to  read 
'  -)  jrrave  a  treatise.  There  is  a  general  levity 
!'» 'U-  ago.  We  have  physicians  now  with  bag- 
*>:'« :  may  we  not  have  airy  divines,  at  least 
*•'  "what  Ics*  solemn  in  their  appearance  than 
'  'V  ii^hI  to  lx»l''*  Johnson.  **  Jenyns  might 
"^^•^u  M  yon  say."  Boswell.  **Y{ni  should  like 
>-M  Uirtk,  Mrs.  Knowles,  as  it  maintains,  as  you 
fn^ndf  do,  that  courage  is  not  a  Christian 
^inni'."    Mrs.  Knowles.  "Yes,  indeed,  I  like 

:i  there ;  but  I  cannot  agree  with  him  that 
'     .Uhip  if  not  a  Christian  virtue."     John- 
**  \V  hy,  Madam,  strictly  speaking,  he  is 


TV-  •^ntiment  fi  AriUntte's:  »u9itt  tiXn  ¥  t«X>.W  ^/Am  — 

*''  •    f'in/tipkokaM  many  frirnds  (Knu.  I'lh    vii.  \'i.), 

>  t  '  /'iH*»  l.arnii)t  c«iicf<»ns«nl  Into  *>(£?;  e<^<.  •ihtit 

"       1  J<»hnft<m  J/in/r.  p.  (M.)  into  «  ^;x«i,    av    #<A,*f-     I 

''  ■•   ''hrr  ilip  M  attribiiCrd  to  Julinsnn  1*  not  An  trror  of 

'    '  ->'\  ocr4«ion«tl  by  his  having  aitdcd,  as  C'ltHuimit 

•  ''vi.  ao«»#.  ibe  /r/ta#iiiA«crr/i/iimtoib<r«lnibrcuiuir)on 

i^*  ll4«u  no  doubC»  meant  *'  A  Cnrtfnt  and  Strfrt  En- 
■  tmkt  tk»  Uodrm  prrraiUnfi  fiolion  that  Frredtrm  rf 
tf  rttfmtifl  to  Mi/rat  AgfMC^t**  bv  the  Her.  Jonnth.ui 
■  'H*.  Frm  ]»Mt  of  lb**  C«HU'i?«»  of  N<rw  Jerwv.  Of  tliU 
^  ^i' Jftinct  M«cfclmo«h  (nho  to  kindly  mm tnl  me  in 
k'lt  •daton  of  till*  work,  and  wb«jM  Iom  tbe  liiarary  aod 


*»t. 


right.  All  friendship  is  preferring  the  interest 
of  a  friend  to  the  neglect,  or,  perhaps,  against 
the  interest,  of  others ;  so  that  an  old  Greek 
said,  'He  that  has  friends  has  no  friend.^ 
Now,  Christianity  recommends  univeraal  bene- 
volence ;  to  consider  all  men  as  our  brethren ; 
which  is  contrary  to  the  virtue  of  friendship, 
as  described  by  the  ancient  philosophers. 
Surely,  Madam,  your  sect  must  approve  of 
this;  for  you  call  all  men  friends,  Mbs. 
Knowlbs.  *'We  are  commanded  to  do  good 
to  all  men,  *■  but  especially  to  them  who  are  of 
the  household  of  faith.' ^'  Johnson.  "Well, 
Madam;  the  household  of  faith  is  wide 
enough."  Mrs.  Knowles.  "  But,  Doctor,  our 
Saviour  had  twelve  apostles,  yet  there  was  one 
whom  he  loved.  John  was  called  'the  dis- 
ciple whom  Jesus  loved.'*'  Johnson  (with 
eyes  sparkling  benignantly).  "  Very  well  in- 
deed, Madam.  You  have  said  very  well.** 
BoswELL.  "  A  fine  application.  Fray,  Sir,  had 
you  ever  thought  of  it?"  Johnson.  **I  had 
not.  Sir." 

From  this  pleasing  subject,  he,  I  know  not 
how  or  why,  made  a  sudden  transition  to  one 
upon  which  he  was  a  violent  aggressor ;  for  he 
said,  "  I  am  willing  to  love  all  mankind,  except 
an  American ,-"  and  his  inflammable  corruption 
bursting  into  horrid  fire,  he  "breathed  out 
threatenings  and  slaughter;"  calling  them 
"rascals,  robbers,  pirates,"  and  exclaiming, 
he  'd  "  bum  and  destroy  them."  Miss  SewarS, 
looking  to  him  with  mild  but  steady  astonish- 
ment., said,  "  Sir,  this  is  an  instance  that  we 
are  always  most  violent  against  those  whom  we 
have  injured."  He  was  irritated  still  more  by 
this  delicate  and  keen  reproach;  and  roared 
out  another  tremendous  volley,  which  one 
might  fancy  could  be  heard  across  the  Atlantic. 
During  this  tempest  I  sat  in  great  uneasiness, 
lamentmg  his  heat  of  temi)er,  till,  by  degrees, 
I  diverted  his  attention  to  other  topics. 

D«.  Mato  (to  Dr.  Johnson).  *^  Pray,  Sir, 
have  you  read  Edwards,  of  New  England,  on 
Grace  ?  "  *  Johnson.  "  No,  Sir."  Boswbli.. 
"  It  puzzled  me  so  much  as  to  the  freedom  of 
the  human  will,  by  stating,  with  wonderful 
acute'ingenuity,  our  being  actuated  by  a  series 
of  motives  which  we  cannot  resist,  that  the  only 
relief  I  had  was  to  forget  it."  Mato.  "  But 
he  makes  the  proper  distinction  between  moral 
and  physical  necessity."  Boswbll.  "Alasf 
Sir,  tliey  come  both  to  the  same  thing.  You 
may  be  bound  as  hard  by  chains  when  covered 


poUtfca!  wnrld  now  Inromi)  ohicrTPi,  in  hit  autobiofcraphjr : 
"  Itot»crt  lUII'f  fti^rictyand  convcrtatton  had  a  great  lnAurnce 
on  my  mliid.  He  U'd  me  t**  thp  p^rutal  nf  Jonathan  Ed- 
wnnuN  work  on  Free  Will,  which  Dr.  Prletiley  had  pointed 
out  before.  I  am  sorry  that  I  never  >K  read  the  other  works 
of  that  extraordinary  rnan,  who,  in  a  metaphysical  B«e  or 
country,  wnold  certainif  have  tieen  deemed  as  much  tha 
bo4tt  of  America  a«  his  great  countri-man  Franklin. —  Mtm, 
of  Hackintoth, vol.  i.  p.  I4.—  C.  IS3S.  Boswill.  tt must  be 
reeolltvied.  in  spite  of  his  toryism,  took  the  American  side; 
but  this  phrate  "  Inflammable  corruption  bursting  out  In 
horrid  fire, '  U  extravagant.  If  noc  unintelligible.  —  Csoe,kb, 
1»47. 
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bjr  leather,  as  when  the  iron  appears.  The 
argument  lor  the  moral  necessity  of  human 
actions  is  alwa^-s,  I  observe,  fortified  by  sup- 
posing unirerjtal  prescience  to  be  one  of  the 
attributes  of  the  Deitj.**  Johnson.  *'  You  are 
surer  that  you  are  free,  than  you  are  of  pre- 
science; you  are  surer  that  you  can  lift  up 
your  finger  or  not  as  you  please,  than  you  are 
of  any  conclusion  from  a  deduction  of  reason- 
ing. But  let  us  consider  a  little  the  objection 
from  prescience.  It  is  certain  I  am  cither  to 
go  home  to-night  or  not :  that  does  not  pre- 
vent my  freedom."  Boswell.  ^^That  it  u 
certain  you  are  either  to  go  home  or  not,  does 
not  prevent  your  freedom :  because  the  liberty 
of  choice  between  the  two  is  compatible  with 
that  certainty.  But  if  one  of  these  events  be 
certain  notr,  you  have  no  future  power  of  voli- 
tion. If  it  be  certain  you  are  to  go  home  to- 
night, you  rmut  go  home."  Johnson.  ^^  If  I 
am  well  acquainted  with  a  man,  I  can  judge 
with  great  probability  how  he  wiU  act  in  any 
case,  without  his  being  restrained  by  my  judg- 
ing. God  may  have  this  probability  increased 
to  certainly.*  Boswell.  **  When  it  is  increased 
to  certainty,,  freedom  ceases,  because  that  can- 
not be  certainly  foreknown  which  is  not  certain 
at  the  time ;  but  if  it  be  certain  at  the  time,  it 
is  a  contradiction  in  terms  to  maintain  that 
there  can  be  afterwards  any  contingency  de- 
pendent upon  the  exercise  of  will  or  any  thing 
else."  Johnson.  "All  theory  is  against  the 
freedom  of  the  will ;  all  experience  for  it**  I 
did  not  push  the  subject  any  farther.  I  was 
glad  to  find  him  so  mild  in  aisciissin^  a  ques- 
tion of  the  most  abstract  nature,  inyoTved  with 
theological  tenets  which  he  generally  would 
not  suffer  to  be  in  any  degree  opposed.' 

He,  as  usual,  defended  luxury :  "  You  can- 
not spend  money  in  luxury  without  doing  good 
to  the  poor.  Nay,  you  do  more  good  to  them 
by  spending  it  in  luxury;  ^ou  make  them 
exert  industry,  whereas  by  giving  it  you  keep 
them  idle.  I  own,  indeed,  there  may  be  more 
yirtue  in  giving  it  immediately  in  charity, 
than  in  spending  it  in  luxury;  though  there 
may  be  pride  m  that  too.*  Miss  Seward 
a.sked«  if  this  was  not  Mandeyllle*s  doctrine  of 
^'private  vices,  public  benefits.**  Johnson. 
^*  The  fallacy  of  tnat  book  is,  that  Mandeviilc 
defines  neither  vices  nor  benefits.  He  reckons 
among  vices  every  thing  that  gives  pleasure. 
He  t^es  the  narrowest  system  of  morality, 
monastic  morality,  which  holds  pleasure  itself 
to  be  a  vice,  such  as  eating  salt  with  our  fish, 

1  Thif  •eemi  a  venr  looie  refiort  Dr.  Jobnton  nerer 
could  hare  talked  or  *'  God's  having  prwAaArZriy  increased  to 
certaintv.**  To  th«  Eternal  and  Infinite  Creator  there  can 
be  neUber  vrobahttUif  nor  /ii/vr/ry— all  is  efrUtmtp  and 
ftreseut.  The  action  which  ia  Auure  to  mortals  is  only  a 
point  of  eternity  in  the  eye  of  the  Almioiitt,  and  it  and  all 
the  motivea  that  led  to  it  are  and  were  from  all  eternity  orr- 
9e»i  to  Huf .  Our  boumled  intellecta  cannot  comprehena  the 
fWTJcfcweeof  the  Deity  i  but  if  that  attribute  be  conceded, 
there  seems  no  dUBcn^  in  reconciling  it  with  oar  own  fi-ee 
agemt^  f  for  God  Am  already  «ans  what  man  (witf  dhwsr  todo. 
— CaoKsa. 

*  If  any  of  my  readeri  are  disturbed  bv  this  thorny  ques- 


because  it  makes  it  eat  better;  and  he  rcdoni 
wealth  as  a  public  benefit,  which  is  bj  do 
means  always  true.  Pleasure  of  itself  is  not  i 
yice.  Having  a  garden,  which  we  all  know  to 
be  perfectly  innocent,  is  a  great  pleasure.  At 
the  same  time,  in  this  state  of  beiog  there  an 
many  pleasures  vices,  which,  however,  are  so 
immediately  agreeable  that  we  can  hardlj 
abstain  from  them.  The  happiness  of  hearen 
will  be,  that  pleasure  and  virtue  will  be  pe^ 
fectly  consistent.  Mandeville  puts  the  case  of 
a  man  who  gets  drunk  at  an  alehouse;  snd 
says  it  is  a  public  benefit,  because  so  mudi 
money  is  got  by  it  to  the  public.  But  it  mo5t 
be  considered,  that  all  tne  good  gained  by 
this,  through  the  gradation  of  alehouse-keeper, 
brewer,  maltster,  and  farmer,  is  overbalancd 
by  the  evil  caused  to  the  man  and  his  fimilv 
by  his  getting  drunk.  This  is  the  way  to  tn- 
what  is  vicious,  by  ascertaining  whether  mr>iv 
evil  than  good  is  produced  by  it  upon  tk 
whole,  which  is  the  case  in  all  vice.  It  miy 
happen  that  good  is  produced  by  vice,  but  vA 
as  vice ;  for  instance,  a  robber  may  take  mooer 
from  its  owner,  and  give  it  to  one  who  «ill 
make  a  better  use  of  it.  Here  is  good  pro- 
duced ;  but  not  by  the  robbery  aa  robberr,  but 
as  translation  of  propci*ty.  I  read  Mandevilic 
forty  or,  I  believe,  filly  years  ago.'  He  did  cot 
puzzle  me ;  he  opened  my  views  into  real  lile 
very  much.  No,  it  is  clear  that  the  happiness 
of  society  depends  on  virtue.  In  Sparta,  tbefl 
was  allowed  by  general  consent ;  thefl,  tbert- 
fore,  was  there  not  a  crime;  but  then  there 
was  no  security ;  and  what  a  life  most  tbij 
have  had,  when  there  was  no  security  I  Witb* 
out  truth  there  must  be  a  dissolution  of  Focietj. 
As  it  is,  there  is  so  little  truth,  that  ve  an: 
almost  afraid  to  trust  to  our  ears :  bat  bov 
should  we  be,  if  falsehood  were  multipled  tea 
times !  Society  is  held  together  by  communi- 
cation and  information ;  and  I  remember  thL» 
remark  of  Sir  Thomas  Brown*s,  'Do  the  devil* 
lie  ?    No ;  for  then  hell  could  not  subsist* " 

Talking  of  Miss  [Hannah  More],  a  litervy 
lady,  he  said,  "  I  was  obliged  to  mtk  to  )Ii^ 
Reynolds,  to  let  her  know  diat  1  desired  sbe 
would  not  flatter  me  so  much.**  Somebodjaov 
observed,  ''  She  flatters  Gaorick.**  Jomoox. 
I"  She  is  in  the  right  to  flatter  Gnrick.  Sbei^ 
in  the  right  for  two  reasons ;  first,  because  ^ 
has  the  world  with  her,  who  have  been  praisia^ 
Garrick  these  thirty  years ;  and,  secondly,  l«- 
cause  she  is  rewarded  for  it  by  Garrick^  Wky 
should  she  flatter  mef    I  can  do  nothing  fv 

tkm,  I  beg  leave  to  recoawmeud  to  thcaa  LatfearO.flf  V«* 
tetauieu'a  Ltfttm  ^rrMMtff*,  and  ih«  late  Mr.  iota  Nn'T 


laif. 


of  ulli»gton*i  Aniwer  to  Dr.  Priotley't  aiaih—lnl  trr^ 
nuKits  for  what  he  abeurdly  calU  **  pfcllaiopUcri  iwceoaT 
~  Boswell.    1  think  any  rvader  who  lurat  to  tte  flft^  f'c 
•Ian  Letter  fur  any  thing  latUlacrary  .«-!-- 

thli  matter  will  be  dlaappohited.  -.  C 

s  See  Ploisit  4meedtt€», p.  138.  ^ . 

4  JohnaoQ  probably  meunt  cltbiY  that  Gairkk  m^  *^ 
In  her  own  coin,  or  hdped  her  la  brtoftav***  her  linr :  *• 
finally,  by  Introdueinf  her  foto  gweral  moIi^.  >"»»** 
be  wonderad  at  that  an  loexporienead/owif  w.  m^'^ 
traniported  fWim  obacure  proriadal  lUb  wta  Om  w^tm 
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:  her.    Let  her    carry  ber  praise  to  a  better 
msrkeL**     TbeiH   turning  to    Mrs.  Knowles, 
"  You,  Madam,  bave  been  flattering  me  all  the 
,  eveiuBg;  I  wisb  jou  would  give  Botwell  a 
little  now.    If  joa  knew  bia  merit  aa  well  aa  I 
'  do,  JOU  would  Bay  a  great  deal :  be  is  tbe  beat 
travelling  ooinpanaon  in  tbe  world.** 
SomeMdy  mentioned    tbe   Reverend   Mr. 
,  KaioD^s  nroeecution  of  Mr.  Murray,  tbe  book- 
seller', ior  having  inserted  in  a  collection  of 
"Gray*B  Poems"  only   fifty  lines,  of  wbicb 
I  Mr.  MaMm  bad  atill  tbe  exclusive  property, 
under  tbe  statute  of  Queen  Anne ;  and  tbat 
Mr.  Mason  bad   persevered,  notwitbstanding 
I  his  being  requested  to  name  bis  own  terms  of 
compensation.'    Johnson  signified  bis  displea- 
sure at  Mr.  Mason's  conduct  yerj  strongly; 
but  added,  by  way  of  sbowing  tbat  be  was  not 
surprised  at  it,   *' Masons   a  Wbig.**     Mas. 
KxowLBS  (not  hearing  distinctly).   '*  What !  a 
priir,  Sir  ?  **    JoiusoN.   '*  Worse,  Madam  ;  a 
Uhig.r    But  be  is  botb  r* 

I  expressed  a  borror  at  tbe  tbougbt  of  dcatb. 
Mas.  Kaowifa.   ^^  Nay,  tbou  sboukUt  not  have 
a  horror  for  wbat  is  tbe  gate  of  life.**    Johksoh 
(standing  upon  tbe  beartb,  rolling  about,  witb 
a  serioua*  solemn,  and  somewbat  gloomy  air). 
*"^o  rational   man  can  die  witbout  uneasy 
apprehension.**     Mas.  KifOWi«ss.  ^'  Tbe  Scrip- 
tures tell  us,  *  Tbe  righteous  shall  have  hope  in 
hU  death.*  **    JoansoN.  ^*  Yes,  Madam,  tbat  is, 
1)^  shall  not  have  despair.    But,  consider,  bis 
iiope  of  salvation  must  be  founded  on  the  terms 
''ii  which  it  is  promised  that  the  mediation  of 
our  Saviour  snail  be  applied  to  us, — namely, 
"'•ctii'once ;  and  where  obedience  has  failed, 
t^-n,  as  Buppletory  to  it,  repentance.    But 
niiat  man  can  sav  that  bis  obedience  has  been 
»uch  as  he  would  approve  of  in  another,  or 
t'len  io  himself,  upon  close  examination,  or 
tiiit  bij  repentance  has  not  been  such  as  to 
r  ^{ulre  being  repented  of?    No  man  can  be 
rune  that  his  obedience  and  repentance  will 
I'i'Uin  salvation.**  Mas.  Ksowlbs.  **  But  divine 
iu*iinatio&  of  acceptance  may  be  made  to  tbe 
tt'uL**    JoHHaoH.    "Madam,  it  may;  but  I 
!*i»nild  not  think  the  better  of  a  man  who 
ifiould  tell  me  on  his  death-bed,  he  was  sure 
1'^  salvation.     A  man  cannot  be  sure  himself 
t:mt  be  baa  divine  intimation  of  acceptance : 
aiucfa  less  can  he  make  others  sure  that  be  has 
«'."    BoawKix^  "Then,  Sir,  we  must  be  con- 
''^ted  to  acknowledge  that  death  is  a  terrible 
thlnz.'*    JoHHSoii.   **Yes,  Sir.    I  have  made 
a«>  appttNicfaes  to  a  state  which  can  look  on  it 
A<  not  terrible.**    Mas.  Kjiowlm  (seeming  to 


V  into! 

■^«  hrr 
I  Mr. 


of  tiM  bmt  Htivrary  circle*  of  Loatfttii,  shnoM 

><alg»d  In  torn*  nttrmfagmH  admiration  both 

Oarrkk ;  bnl  It  wppmn  tnm  her  Icttcrt, 

J'aBloa  VM  at  leatf  tmoera,  and  that  Ibr  John* 

intiiialna^  and  c«prMa»d  it  before  she  ever  taw  him, 

•be  eottld  BOt  aipect  him  to  bear  of  It  again.  — 


«r  fkH 


tbe 


istr.^c 


raftriltflenl  Moatener ,  the 
•her  of  my  former  edition* 
her  oC  the  pvblUhcr  of  the 


enjoy  a  pleasing  serenity  in  tbe  persuasion  of 
benignant  divine  light).  "Does  not  St^Fuul 
say,  *  I  have  fought  tbe  good  fight  of  faith,  I 
have  finished  my  course ;  henceforth  is  laid  up 
for  me  a  crown  of  li^e  ?  * "  Johnson.  *^  Yes, 
Madam ;  but  here  waa  a  man  inspired,  a  man 
who  bad  been  converted  by  supernatural  inter- 
position.** BoswBLL.  ^*In  prospect  death  is 
dreadful ;  but  in  fact  we  find  that  people  die 
easy.**  Jobnson.  '*Wby,  Sir,  most  people 
have  not  thought  much  of  the  matter,  so  cannot 
•ay  much,  and  it  is  supposed  they  die  easy. 
Few  believe  it  certain  they  are  then  to  die; 
and  those  who  do  set  themselves  to  behave 
with  resolution  *,  as  a  man  does  who  is  going 
to  be  hanged; — he  is  not  tbe  less  unwilling  to 
be  banged.**  Miss  Sbwabo.  '^  There  is  one 
mode  of  tbe  fear  of  death,  which  is  certainly 
absurd ;  and  that  is  the  dread  of  annihilation, 
which  is  only  a  pleasing  sleep  witbout  a  dream.** 
Jobnson.  ^  It  is  neither  pleasing  nor  sleep ;  it 
is  nothing,  ^ow,  mere  existence  is  so  much 
better  than  nothing,  tbat  one  would  rather 
exist  even  in  pain,  than  not  exist.**  Boswxu^ 
**  If  annihilation  be  nothing,  then  existing  in 
pain  is  not  a  comparative  state,  but  is  a  posi- 
tive evil,  which  I  cannot  think  we  should 
choose.  I  must  be  allowed  to  differ  here,  and 
it  would  lessen  the  hope  of  a  future  state 
founded  on  the  argument,  that  the  Supreme 
Being,  who  is  good  as  he  is  great,  will  here- 
after compensate  for  our  present  sufferings  in 
this  life.  For  if  existence,  such  aa  we  have  it 
here,  be  comparatively  a  good,  we  have  no 
reason  to  complain,  Uiougb  no  more  of  it 
should  be  given  to  us.  But  if  our  only  state  of 
existence  were  in  this  world,  then  we  might 
with  some  reason  complain  that  we  are  so  dis- 
satisfied with  our  enjoyments  compared  with 
our  desires.**  Johnson.  '*  Tlie  lady  confounds 
annihilation,  which  is  nothing,  with  tbe  appre- 
hension of  it,  which  is  dreadful.  It  is  in  the 
apprehension  of  it.  that  the  horror  of  annihila- 
tion oonsbts.** 

Of  John  Wesley  he  said,  '*  He  can  talk  well 
on  any  subject,**  Boswxu^.  ">  Fray,  Sir,  wbat 
has  he  made  of  his  stonr  of  a  ghost?**  John- 
son. **  Why,  Sir,  he  bebeves  it ;  but  not  on  suf- 
ficient authority.  He  did  not  take  time  enough 
to  examine  the  girl.  It  was  at  NewcasUc 
where  the  gbost  was  said  to  have  appeared  to  a 
young  woman  several  dmes,  mentioning  some- 
thing abont  the  right  to  an  old  boose ;  advising 
application  to  be  made  to  an  attorney,  which 
was  done ;  and  at  tbe  same  time,  saying  the 
attorney  would  do  nothing,  which  proved  to  be 


«  See  "A  LettfT  loW.BIaMm,  A.lf.,  (hmi  J.  Mnrray. 
B««oluel1er  In  Loorfnn,**  aecond  ^ttlen,  p.  SS.  —  ttoawnLL. 

*  See  mle\  p.  616.,  where  PaoU  aaummi  Chat  thcr  are 
thinklnaof  •omethinf  cl«e,~a  wtrr  unsatkbctoiy  esplana. 
tleo.  The  tpltii  may  be  fo  iubdoed  and  lo  fiunUlartefd  with 
borror.  a*  to  deprive  death  of  In  trrrori.  Of  the  thousands 
who  Mfli»red  on  the  rev«4ntlonarf  acjiflbld*  of  Parte.  twoaal|r 
are  report«>d  to  have  shown  aaj  stronf  fear  of  death .-  M*. 
dame  du  Barrl  and  General  Cuatlne,  and  1  iiMpeet  tlw  dftfh 
nf  the  latter  «••  reported  to  h4ve  been  cowardly  only  \ 
It  was  devoot.  ~  Caoam,  1 H7, 
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the  fact.  *  This/  says  John,  *  is  a  proof  that  a 
ghost  knows  our  thoughts.'  Now  "  (lau^hin«r), 
•*  it  is  not  necessary  to  know  our  thouglits,  to 
tell  that  an  attorney  will  sometimes  do  nothing. 
Charles  Wesley,  who  is  a  more  stationary  man, 
does  not  believe  the  story.  I  am  sorry  that 
John  did  not  take  more  pains  to  inquire  into 
the  evidence  for  it."  Miss  Sewabd  (with  an 
incredulous  smile).  "What,  Sir!  about  a  ghost!" 
Johnson  Twith  solemn  vehemence).  "  Yes, 
Madam;  this  is  a  question  which,  after  five 
thousand  years,  is  yet  undecided* ;  a  question, 
whether  in  theology  or  phdosophy,  one  of  the 
most  important  that  can  come  before  the  human 
understanding." 

Mrs.  Knowles  mentioned,  as  a  proselyte  to 
Quakerism,  Miss  [Jane  Harry]  *,  a  young 
lady,  well  known  to  Dr.  Johnson,  for  whom  he 
had  shown  much  affection ;  while  she  ever  had, 
and  still  retained,  a  great  respect  for  him.  Mrs. 
Knowles  at  the  same  time  took  an  opportunity 
of  letting  him  know  "  that  the  amiable  youn^ 
creature  was  sorry  at  finding  that  he  was  of- 
fended at  her  leaving  the  Church  of  England, 
and  embracing  a  simpler  faith ;"   and,  m  the 

gentlest  and  most  persuasive  manner,  solicited 
is  kind  indulgence  for  what  was  sincerely  a 
matter  of  conscience.  Johksow  (fi-owning 
very  angrily).  "Madam,  she  is  an  odious  wench. 
She  could  not  have  any  proper  conviction  that 
it  was  her  duty  to  change  ner  religion,  which 
is  the  most  important  of  all  subjects,  and  should 
be  studied  with  all  care,  and  with  all  the  helps 
we  can  get.  She  knew  no  more  of  the  church 
which  she  left,  and  that  which  she  embraced, 
than  she  did  of  the  difference  between   the 


I  ThU  ii  m  Krgument  Joit  the  other  way ;  a  negative 
cannot  be  nrored,  btit  five  thousand  years  have  pa«»cd  with- 
out one  well  authenticated  afflrmatUe.— except  of  course  the 
special  miracles  recorded  In  scripture.  — Ckokeb,  1847. 

3  She  was  the  illogUimate  daughter,  by  a  mulatto 
woman,  of  what  Miss  Seward  calls  (Lett  1.  97.)  a  planffr 
in  the  East  Indies,  but.  in  trath,  of  a  West  Indian,  who 
sent  her  over  to  England  for  her  education.  At  the 
friend's  house  where  she  resided,  Mrs.  Knowles  was  a  fre- 
quent visiter;  and  by  d«'grees  she  converted  this  fnexpe- 
rienred.  and  probably  not  very  wise,  young  creature  to 
Quakerism.  Miss  Seward,  with  more  than  her  usual  inar- 
curacy,  has  made  a  romantic  history  of  this  girl,  and,  amongst 
other  failles,  states  that  she  sacriHced  a  fortune  of  100,000/. 
by  her  conscientious  conversion.  Mr.  Markland  has  been  so 
kind  as  to  put  into  my  hands  evidence  from  a  highly  respect- 
able member  of  the  father'*  family,  which  proves  that  Jane 
Harry's  fortune  was  but  1000/. ;  and  so  little  was  her  father 
displeased  at  her  conversion,  that  he  afterwards  gave  her 
1000/.  more.  So  vanishes  another  of  Miss  Seward's  ro- 
mances.—  Croeeb. 

3  Mrs.  Knowles,  not  satisfted  with  the  fame  of  her  needle- 
work, the  "  ftt/iAr  pictures**  mentioned  by  Johnson,  in  which 
she  has  Indeed  displayed  much  dextcritv,  nay,  with  the  fame 
of  reasoning  better  than  women  generally  do,  as  I  have  fairly 
shown  her  to  have  done,  cnmitmnicated  tome  a  dialogue  of 
considerable  length,  which,  after  many  years  had  elapsed,  she 
wrote  down  as  having  passed  between  Dr.  Johnscm  and  her 
at  this  interview.  As  I  had  not  the  least  recollection  of  it, 
and  did  not  find  the  smallest  trace  of  it  in  my  '*  record"  taken 
at  the  time,  I  could  not.  in  consistency  with  my  firm  regara 
to  authenticity,  insert  it  In  my  work      It  has.  howevc  been 

Fublislu'd  in  **  The  Gentleman  s  Magaxine  ^  for  June  1791. 
vol.  Ixi.  p.  500.]  It  chicfiy  relates  to  the  principles  of  the 
sect  called  Quakers  ;  and  no  doubt  the  lady  appears  to  have 
grpatly  the  ativantage  of  Dr.  Johnson  in  argument,  as  well  as 
expression.  From  what  I  have  now  stated,  and  from  the 
fnttrmal  evidence  of  the  paiier  Itself,  any  one  who  may  have 
the  curiosity  to  penise  it  will  judge  whether  it  was  wrong  in 
me  to  reject  It,  however  willing  to  gratify  Mrs.  Knowles.  — 

BOSWBIX. 


Copernican  and  Ptolemaic  systems."  Mts. 
Knowles.  "  She  had  the  New  Testament  be- 
fore her.**  Johnson.  *'*'  Madam,  sbc  coald 
not  understand  the  New  Testament,  the  mofl 
difficult  book  in  the  world,  for  which  the  studr 
of  a  life  is  required."  Mrs.  Krowl.e5.  *'  It  is 
clear  as  to  essentials.**  Johnson.  ^  But  not  ss 
to  controversial  points.  The  heathens  were 
easily  converted,  because  they  had  nothing  to 
give  up ;  but  we  ought  not,  without  very  strong 
conviction  indeed,  to  desert  the  religion  in 
which  we  have  been  educated.  That  is  the 
religion  given  you,  the  religion  in  which  it  muj 
be  said  Providence  has  placed  you.  If  you  lire 
conscientiously  in  that  religion,  you  may  be 
safe.  But  error  is  dangerous  indeed,  if  tou 
err  when  you  choose  a  relimon  for  yoiirsehr 
Mrs.  Knowles.  "Must  we,  then,  go  by  implicit 
faith?*'  Johnson.  "Why,  Madam,  the  great- 
est part  of  our  knowledge  is  implicit  faith ; 
and  as  to  religion,  have  we  heard  all  that  a  dis- 
ciple of  Confucius,  all  that  a  Mahometan,  can 
say  for  himself?**  He  then  rose  again  into 
passion,  and  attacked  the  young  proselyte  in 
the  severest  terms  of  reproach,  8o  that  both  th« 
ladies  seemed  to  be  much  shocked. 

We  remained  together  till  it  was  pretty  late. 
Notwithstanding  occasional  explosions  of  vio- 
lence, we  were  all  delighted  upon  the  whole 
with  Johnson.  I  compared  him  at  this  time 
to  a  warm  West  Indian  climate,  where  vou 
have  a  bright  sun,  quick  vegetation,  luxuriant 
foliage,  lu.scious  fruits;  but  where  the  same 
heat  sometimes  produces  thunder,  lightning, 
and  earthquakes  in  a  terrible  degree.' 


Mrs.  Knowles,  to  her  own  account  of  this 
wns  desirous  of  edding  Miss  Seward's  testimony ;  xad 
Miu  Seward,  who  had  become  exceediiiftiv  ho»tile  lo  Jfihi»- 
son's  memory,  and  a  great  admirer  of  Sirs.  Knowles.  was 
not  unwilling  to  gmtiiy  her.  She  acc<irdingly  oomiRoot* 
cated  to  Mrs.  Knowles  her  notes  of  (he  conversattoo  f  hrtt,  t. 
1. 1<7.).  which,  it  may  l«  fairly  nrpsuroed.  were  noc  tooptftal 
(o  Johnson.  But  they,  ncvertiieloss,  did  not  satisfy  tkeqoa- 
ker  lady,  who,  as  Miss  Seward  complains  (Lrtt  H.  179.).  «ai 
"  curiously  dlssatlslied  with  thrm,  because  they  did  ooc  ro»- 
t.iin  all  that  passed,  and  as  exhibiting  her  m  a  poor  edip^ 
light;"  and  it  is  amusing  to  observe,  that  — except  oo  t^ 
words  "  oaioui  wench "  at  the  outset,  in  wbicli  all  tfcn* 
accounts  iigree,  and  the  words  *-  /  neper  Hfsire  ta  meet  /*U 
anyvhere,  with  which  the  ladies  agree  that  the  c«i*rr«s- 
tion  ended  —  there  Is  little  accordance  between  them.  Had 
they  been  content  to  say  that  the  violence  of  Jobnaon  w^i  t 
disagreeable  contrast  to  the  quiet  reasoning  of  Xrs.  Kn<mleik 
they  would  probably  have  said  no  more  than  the  truth :  btt 
when  they  aflect  to  give  the  precise  dialogue  in  theivry 
w  >rH*  of  the  speakers,  and  yet  do  not  agree  in  almost  «iy  ant 
expression  or  sentiment,  —  when  neither  prsserve  a  woed  f)f 
what  Mr.  Roswell  re|K>rts.  —  and  when  both  (but  panko- 
larly  Mrs.  Knowles)  attribute  to  Johnson  the  poorest  and 
feeblest  trash — we  may  be  forgiven  for  rejectim  bath  as 
fabulous  —  and  the  rather  because  Mr.  Bocwell's  note  «m 
written  on  the  inttani  ("his  custom  always  of  tbe  after> 
noons  ") ;  while  those  of  the  ladies  were  made  up  tnmmpemn 
after  the  event.  It  may,  however,  he  suspected  that  Boswll 
was  himself  a  little  asnamed  of  Johnson's  violcoce,  fior  he 
eviaentiT  siurs  over  tne  .atter  part  oc  tn«  converaasioo.  Bat 
in  the  Doctor's  bcnajf  it  snou.a  oe  recoilecfea.  that  ne  had 
taken  a  great  and  alTecUonate  interest  in  this  young  creasurv, 
who  had,  as  he  feared,  not  only  endangered  her  ipintaki 
welfare,  but  olTended  her  (yieuds,  and  forfeited  her  ficimioe  : 
and  that  he  was  forced  into  the  discussion  1^  the  very  |wr«««n 
by  whose  unauthorised  and  underhand  interferenee  so  ii:acb 

mischief  (as  he  considered  it)  had  been  done Loog  as 

this  note  Is,  1  must  add,  that  it  a{>p«afs  fn  aooclirrpa-t 
of  Miss  Seward's  correspondence  (vol.  ii.  p.  Sas  )  ttiat  whfti 
a  young  Quaker  lady  married  a  member  of  the  dMircb  of 


^T.  69. 
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CHAPTER  LXV. 
1778. 

Good   Friday.  —  Bad     Housnoifery.  —  Books    of 
Traveli. —  Fhet     Strtet. -- Meeting     witli     Mr. 
Oiittr    Edwards.  —  Lawyers.  —  Tom     Tyers.  — 
Choicn  of  a  Profession.  —  Dignity  of  Litetature. 

—  Lord  Camden,  -—  George  Psalmanazar,  — 
Daines  Barrington.  >—  Pnnishmtnt  of  the  PWory, 

—  Imsokncs  of  JVealth,  —  Extravagance.  —  *•  De- 
tsoahemes  Taylor.**  —  Pamphlets.  —  Gotdxmith's 
Comedies. — **  The  Beggar's  Opera.** — Johnton*s 
**  Hi$taria   Studionan,*'  —  Gentleman's  Magazine, 

—  Aearice.  —  Bon  Mots,  —  Burke*s  Classical 
Pus. — Egotism, 

AraiL  17^  being  Good  Friday,  I  waited  on 
Johnson,  as  usual.  I  observed  at  breakfast, 
that  although  it  was  a  part  of  his  abstemious 
(IL'icipliDe,  on  this  most  solemn  fast,  to  take  no 
milk  in  bis  tea,  yet  when  Mrs.  Desmoulins  in- 
vivertcntlj  poured  it  in,  he  did  not  reject  it. 
I  talked  of  ttie  strange  indecision  of  mind,  and 
inibocilitj  of  the  common  occurrences  of  life, 
vhich  we  may  observe  in  some  people.  John- 
»ox.  **  Why,  Sir,  I  am  in  the  habit  of  getting 
"fhcrt  to  do  things  for  me."  Boswell.  '*What, 
Mr!  have  you  that  weakness?**  Joukson. 
**  Vi's,  Sir.  But  I  always  think  afterwards  I 
tkotild  have  done  better  for  myself. " 

1  told  him  that  at  a  gentlemun^s  house*  where 
there  was  thought  to  be  such  extravagance  or 
iu<l  management  that  he  was  living  much  be- 
T*nd  his  income,  his  lady  hod  objected  to  the 
( uuing  of  a  pickled  mango,  and  that  I  had 
t^kcn  an  opportunity  to  ask  the  price  of  it,  and 
f»und  it  was  only  two  shillings  ;  so  here  was  a 
yjj  poor  saving.  Jouxsok.  "  Sir,  that  is  the 
|/.'undcring  economy  of  a  narrow  undcrstund- 
•^?.    It  is  stopping  one  hole  in  a  sieve.*' 

1  ^'xprcMed  some  inclination  to  publish  an 
a^t'ount  of  my  travels  upon  the  continent  of 
Kuropts  for  which  I  had  a  variety  of  materials 
('  1  levied.  Johnson.  ^  I  do  not  say,  Sir,  you 
n.JT  not  publish  your  travels ;  but  I  give  you 
8-7  opinion,  that  you  would  lessen  yourself  by 
;*>  U'liat  can  you  tell  of  countries  so  well 
inown  as  those  upon  the  continent  of  Europe, 
•huh  you  have  visited ? "  Boswbll.  "But  £ 
("V)  rrive  an  entertaining  narrative,  with  many 
'  ''i<l«'nt.«,  anecdotes,  y^iLT  if  esprit^  and  remarks, 
' '  •!.«  to  mnke  very  pleasant  reading."  Joum- 
^•^.  "Why,  Sir,  most  modern  travellers  in 
'•  irnfic  who  have  published  their  travels  have 


r  •lud.  Mrs.  Kfiowl^f  did  not  hetltate  Co  de«lfnat«  ker  m 
*•  *^'«T4rft,  alUHNifb  the  had  not  quitted  her  itect,  but  only 
***"'"1  vne  who  did  not  tieloor  to  it,  —  Crokf.k. 

'  H'  I.«nicton  And  Lady  Rotnei ;  who,  hovirvcr,  protrttcd 
'  ^  M  ti  iUwkiiia  ( Mem,  it.  293 . )  that  thcrr  wai  no nthrr  colmir 

'  ''uh  iTt  tie  ttOTT,  but  thut  tliprr  was  a  manK<»  on  ll>«* 
^'  *  tha«e  already  renarlcrd  Botwell'f  •irantfepronetiMt 
t  U.I  4ua(reeable  tbtosaor  hia  **  worthy  friend.'*—  CeuKEB. 


been  laughed  at :  I  would  not  have  you  added 
to  the  number.'  The  world  is  now  not  con- 
tented to  be  merely  entertained  by  a  traveller's 
narrative;  they  want  to  learn  something.  Now 
some  of  my  friends  asked  uie,  why  I  did  not 
give  some  account  of  my  travels  in  France. 
The  reason  is  plain ;  intelligent  readers  had 
seen  more  of  France  than  I  had.  You  might 
have  liked  my  travels  in  France,  and  Iue 
Club  might  nave  liked  them ;  but,  upon  the 
whole,  there  would  have  been  more  ridicule 
than  good  produced  by  them."  Boswejll.  ^*  I 
cannot  agree  with  you,  Sir.  People  would  like 
to  read  what  you  say  of  any  thin^.  Suppose  n 
face  has  been  painted  by  fifty  painters  before ; 
still  we  love  to  see  it  done  by  Sir  Joshua.** 
Johnson.  **  True,  Sir ;  but  Sir  Joshua  cannot 
paint  a  face  when  he  has  not  time  to  look  on 
It.*'  Boswell.  ^*  Sir,  a  sketch  of  any  sort  by 
him  is  valuable.  And,  Sir,  to  talk  to  you  in 
your  own  style  (raising  my  voice  and  shaking 
my  head),  you  should  have  given  us  your  tra- 
vels in  France.  I  am  sure  I  am  right,  and 
ihere's  an  end  ofCt^ 

I  said  to  him  that  it  was  certainly  true,  as 
my  friend  Dempster  had  observed  in  his  letter 
to  me  upon  the  subject,  that  a  great  part  of 
what  was  in  his  *^  c/ourney  to  the  Western  Is- 
lands of  Scotland**  hod  been  in  his  mind  before 
he  left  London.  Johnson.  *^  Why,  yes,  Sir, 
the  topics  were;  and  books  of  travels  will  be 
good  in  proportion  to  what  a  man  has  pre- 
viously in  his  mind ;  his  knowing  what  to  ob- 
serve; his  power  of  contrasting  one  iiuKle  of 
life  with  another.  As  the  Spanish  proverb 
says,  '  lie  who  would  bring  home  the  wealth  of 
the  Indies  must  carr^  the  wealth  of  the  Indies 
with  him.*  So  it  is  m  travelling ;  a  man  must 
carry  knowledge  with  him,  if  ho  would  bring 
home  knuwIeilgH.*'  Boswell.  ^*  The  proverb, 
I  suppose.  Sir,  means,  he  must  carry  a  large 
sto<*k  with  him  to  trade  with.**  Johnson. 
"  Yes,  Sir.  ** 

It  was  a  delightful  day :  as  we  walked  to  St. 
Clement*s  church,  I  again  remarked  that  Fleets 
street  was  the  most  cheerful  scene  in  the  world. 
"  Fleet -street,*'  said  I,  **  is  in  my  mind  nu»re 
delightful  than  Tempe.**  Johnson.  "  Ay,  Sir, 
but  let  it  be  compared  with  Mull  !** 

There  was  a  very  numerous  congregation 
to-day  at  St.  Clement's  church,  wliit-h  Dr. 
Johnson  said  he  observed  with  pleasure. 

And  now  I  am  to  give  a  pretty  full  account 
of  one  of  the  most  curious  incidents  in  Juhn- 
Ron*s  life,  of  which  he  himself  has  made  the 
following  minute  on  this  day : 

**  In  my  return  from  church,  I  was  accosted  l)y 
Edwards',  an  old  felloir-coUegiaii,  who  had  not 


s  1  beliere*  howerer,  I  •hall  ri>llo«  my  own  opinion ;  for 
the  world  ha«  thown  a  ?ory  flattering  t>artlality  to  my  writ- 
ing*, on  many  orcattona. —  Bo«wrll.  Uotwell  marte  seteral 
surh  pmmlfe«  bui  did  not  lulbl  them..->  CuAtMaaf. 

3  Oliver  Kdwardt,  at  Dr.  Halt  hi'ormed  mr,  entered  at 
Fembrolie  (.'nllege  only  In  June,  I7*i9.  »o  thai,  m  lohi»M>n 
went  oil*  at  Chrittmaa,  ibey  could  not  have  been  long  ar- 
quainted.  —  Caoaaa. 

QQ  3 
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seen  ine  sinco  1739. '  lie  knew  me,  and  asked  if 
I  remembered  one  Edwards  ;  I  did  not  at  first  re- 
collect the  name,  but  ^ndually,  as  we  walked  along, 
recovered  it,  and  told  him  a  conversation  that  had 
passed  at  an  alehouse  between  us.  My  purposi; 
is  to  continue  our  acquaintance."*  (Pr.  and  Med., 
p.  iGA.) 

It  was  in  Butcher-row  that  this  meeting 
happened.  Mr.  Edward?,  who  was  a  decent- 
looking,  elderly  man,  in  gray  clothes,  and  a 
wig  of  many  curld,  accosted  Johnson  with  fa^ 
miliar  conlidence,  knowing  who  he  was,  while 
Johnson  returned  his  salutation  with  a  cour- 
teous formality,  as  to  a  stranger.  But  as  soon 
ns  Edwards  hod  brou<;lit  to  iiis  recollection 
their  having  been  at  Pembroke  College  together 
ninc-and-forty  years  ago,  he  seemed  much 
pleased,  asked  where  he  liveil,  and  said  he 
should  be  glad  to  see  him  in  Bolt-court.  Ed- 
wards. "Ah,  Sir!  we  are  old  men  now." 
JoiiMSOM  (who  never  liked  to  think  of  iKiing 
old).  "  Don^t  let  na  discourage  one  another."* 
Edwabds.  "  Whv,  doctor,  vou  look  stout  and 
hearty.  I  am  happy  to  see  you  so :  for  the 
newspapers  told  ua  you  were  very  ill"  John- 
SON.  ''  Ay,  Sir,  they  are  always  telling  lies  of 
itf  ohl  fellowsr 

Wishing  to  be  present  at  more  of  so  singular 
aconversatii)n  as  that  between  two  fellow-col- 
legians, who  had  lived  forty  years  in  London 
without  ever  having  chanced  to  meet,  I  whis- 
pered to  Mr.  Edwards  that  Dr.  Johnson  was 
going  home,  and  that  he  had  Ijctter  accompany 
Iiim  now.  So  Edwards  walked  along  with  us, 
I  eagerly  assisting  to  keep  up  the  conversation. 
Mr.  Edwards  iniormed  Dr.  Johnson  that  be 
hail  practised  long  as  a  solicitor  in  Chimcery, 
but  that  he  now  live<l  in  the  country  upon  a 
little  farm,  about  sixty  acres,  just  by  Steven- 
age, in  Hertfordshire,  and  that  he  came  to 
London  (to  Barnard's  Inn,  No.  6.)  generally 
twice  a  week.  Johnson  appearin"^  to  be  in  a 
reverie,  Mr.  Edwards  addressed  himself  to  me, 
and  expatiated  on  the  pleasure  of  living  in  the 
country.  Boswbll.  **I  have  no  notion  of 
this,  Sn*.  What  you  have  to  entertain  you  is, 
I  think,  exhausted  in  half  an  hour."  Eowabds. 
'^  What !  ilon*t  you  love  to  have  hope  realised  ? 
I  see  my  grass,  and  my  corn,  and  m^  trees 
growing.     Now,  for  instance,  I  am  curious  to 


1  Thit  deliijenito  a«^«nlon  of  Johnion,  tliat  he  bad  not 
se«n  Bdw«rdB  since  17 2i).  Is  a  conflmiiUlon  of  the  opinion  de- 
rived bjr  Dr  HaII,  frnm  the  dAtet  in  thf>  college  hooks,  that 
Johnson  did  not  return  to  Pembrnke  College  after  Chri>t> 
■MS.  1799 —  an  Important  fkct  In  his  earljr  history.  See  anti, 
p.  13.  n.  S.  —  Cbokem. 

*  Najr.  not  so.  The  question  raited  was  the  want  of 
imterett  in  a  country  life  ;  and  ihc/«ar  wu,  tbcreroro,as  good 
as  the  hope.  —  Crorkb. 

*  Johnion  said  to  me  aftarwa'ds,  *'  Sir.  tbejr  rerf^iected  me 
for  my  literature ;  and  yet  It  was  not  great  but  by  com. 
parlsoii.  Sir,  It  is  amMsIng  i»ow  Utile  literature  there  is  In 
Che  world.** —  Boswu.l. 

*  Matthew  Blosam  entered  at  Pembroke  College,  March 
8S.  17S9 ;  M.  A..  July.  I7U.  —  Ho//.—  CaORBa. 

B  This  line  has  fr«quenflr  been  attributed  to  Dryden,  when 
at  Westminster.  But  neither  Rton  nor  Westminster  have  in 
truth  any  claim  to  It.  the  line  tieing  borrowed  from  mq  epi- 
gram by  Crashaw.  The  original  Is  much  more  elegant  than 
the  copy,  the  water  being  personified,  and  the  word  ou  which 


pee  if  this  frost  has  not  nipped  my  fruit  tree*." 
Jonin'soN  (who  we  did  not  imagine  was  attend- 
ingj.  "  lou  find,  Sir,  you  have  fears  as  woU 
ns  hopes."  So  well  did  he  see  the  whole,  when 
another  saw  but  the  half  of  a  suhiect-* 

When  we  got  to  Dr.  Johnson  s  house,  and 
were  seated  in  his  library,  the  dialoigue  went 
on  admirably.  Edwabds.  *'  Sir,  I  remeiuber 
vou  would  not  let  us  say  prodigiam  at  college. 
YoT  even  then,  Sir  (turning  to  me),  be  nu 
delicate  in  language,  and  we  all  feared  him.'*' 
Johnson  r to  Edwards).  "From  your  ha viii*: 
practised  tne  law  long,  Sir,  I  presume  you  rou^t 
be  rich."  Edwards.  **  Xo,  Sir ;  I  got  a  good 
deal  of  money  :  but  I  had  a  number  of  poor 
relations,  to  whom  I  gave  a  great  part  of  it." 
Johnson.  "  Sir,  you  have  been  rich  in  the 
most  valuable  sense  of  the  word.**  Cdwakss. 
"  But  I  shall  not  die  rich  "  Johnson.  **  Nsy, 
sure.  Sir,  it  is  better  to  live  rich,  than  to  ate 
rich.**  Edwaeds.  "  I  wish  [  had  continued  at 
college.*'  Johnson.  **  Why  do  you  wish  thai. 
Sir  ?  **  Edwabds.  "  Because  I  think  1  should 
have  had  a  much  easier  life  than  mine  has 
been.  I  should  have  been  a  parson,  and  had  a 
good  living,  like  Bloxam  ^  and  sevenil  others,  and 
lived  comfortably.**  Johnson.  ^  Sir,  tlie  life 
of  a  parson,  of  a  conscientious  clergyman,  i^ 
not  easy.  I  have  always  considered  a  clei^- 
man  ns  the  father  of  a  larger  family  Uian  he  is 
able  to  maintain.  I  would  rather  have  Chan- 
cery suits  upon  my  hands  than  the  cure  of 
flouls.  No,  Sir,  I  do  not  envy  a  clergyman's 
life  as  an  easy  life,  nor  do  I  envy  the  der^v 
man  who  makes  it  an  eaoy  life."  Here  iSLkinu 
himself  up  all  of  a  sudden,  he  exclaimed,  '^O! 
Mr.  Edwards,  I'll  convince  you  that  I  recollect 
you.  Do  you  remember  our  drinking  together 
at  an  alehouse  near  Pembroke-gate  ?  At  tliat 
time,  you  told  me  of  the  Eton  b^y,  who,  when 
verses  on  our  Saviour's  turning  water  into  wine 
were  prescribed  as  an  exercise,  brought  up  a 
single  line,  which  was  highly  admired : 

*  Vidit  et  erubuit  lympha  pudiea  Dcina*; 

and  I  told  jon  of  another  fine  line  in  *Caa- 
den's  Remains ;  *  an  eulogy  upon  one  <if  imr 
kings,  who  was  succeeded  liy  his  son,  a  prince 
of  equal  merit : 

*  Mira  cano,  Sol  occubuit,  nox  nulla  secuta  at*** 


the  point  of  the  cplgmi  tttres  being 

the  line : 


to  thai 


**  Unde  rubor  Teftrli  et  noo  sua  fmrpora  IjnpUe  ? 
Qu«  rota  mirantes  tarn  nora  mutat  «qu4s  f 
Numen,  oonvlvw,  praeene  agnoecite  numeo, 
Kympha  pudka  Dbom  iridit,et«nifteui.**_llaLnK. 

Thai  paraphrased  by  Aaron  mil : 

*«  When  Chrtot  at  Canape  feaet  hf  power  divine, 
Ineptr«Hl  oold  water  with  tlir  warmth  of  win^ ; 
See,  cri«<d  they,  while  In  rrdd'nintr  tide  It  gmhM, 
The  bakhful  streaa  hat  leeo  iu  Lord  —and  MaAhM.** 

■afacoce  or  thr 
gle  Itee.  -  Ce»- 


But  T  do  not  agree  In  Hr.Malono^ 
quatrain  to  the  eplgrunmatk  furce  of  the 
Kta.  1847. 

*  The  line  (ascribed  to  Giraldui  Caafareneia)  was  tm  the 
death  of  lleury  II..  a4»d  the  aivessioii  of  Riehuid.  la  m; 
edition  it  hat  not  the  final  eat.  —  CiMiaau 
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Kdwasds.  '^Yoq  are  a  philosopher,  Dr. 
Johnson.  I  have  tried  too  in  mv  tiuie  to  be  a  _ 
pbilftfopbcr ;  but,  I  don*t  know  how,  cheerful- 
ness wiM  alwajs  breaking  in.**  Mr.  Burke, 
Sir  Joshua  Ilcvnohls,  Mr.  Courtenaj,  Mr.  Ma* 
lone,  and,  indued,  all  the  eminent  men  to  whom 
I  have  mentioned  this,  have  thought  it  an  ex- 
quisite trait  of  character.  The  truth  ia,  that 
philosophy,  like  religion,  is  too  generally  sup- 
posed to  be  hard  and  severe,  at  least  so  grave 
is  to  exclude  all  gaiety.* 

Kdwabds.  **  I  have  been  twice  married, 
doctor.  You,  I  suppose,  have  never  known 
whut  it  was  to  have  a  wile.**  Johtjson.  ^  Sir, 
I  I1.1YC  known  what  it  was  to  have  a  wife,  and 
(in  a  solemn,  tender,  faltering  tone)  I  have 
known  what  it  was  to  hse  a  wife.  It  had  al- 
most broke  my  heart.** 

EnwAiDS.  "  How  do  you  live,  Sir  ?  For  my 
part,  I  n)U8t  Imve  mj  regular  meals,  and  a 
^lass  of  good  wine.  I  &nd  i  require  it.**  John- 
M>N.  ^*  I  now  drink  no  wine.  Sir.  Early  in  life 
I  drank  wine ;  for  many  years  I  drank  none. 
I  then  for  some  years  drank  a  great  deal.** 
EowAiDs.  ^  Some  hogsheads,  I  warrant  you.** 
JoansoH.  ^  I  then  had  a  severe  illness,  and  left 
itof}^  and  I  have  never  begun  it  a^in.'  *I 
pcver  felt  any  dificrcncc  upon  myself  Irom  eat- 
iiijE  one  thins  rather  than  another,  nor  from  one  I 
kind  of  weather  rather  than  another.  There  are 
proplc,  I  believe,  who  feel  a  difTerencc ;  but  I 
un  not  one  of  them.  And  as  to  regular  meals, 
I  have  fasted  from  the  Sunday *s  dinner  to  the 
Tunday*s  dinner  without  any  inconvenience. 
1  believe  it  is  best  to  eat  just  as  one  is  hungrr  : 
but  a  man  who  is  in  business,  or  a  man  who 
k^^  a  family,  must  have  stated  meals.  I  am  a 
rtn^::\er.  1  ma.^  leave  this  town  and  go  to 
*'iria<\  Cairo,  without  being  missed  here,  or 
'  ^••nred  there."  £i>wabds.  "  Don't  vou  eat 
-pper.  Sir?**  JoBMSOH.  "No,Sir.^*  Ed- 
WAans.  **  For  mjr  part,  now,  I  consider  supper 
'^<  a  turnpike  through  which  one  must  pass  in 
•J^^  T  to  fro  to  bed.**^ 

JoaxsoK.  **  You  are  a  lawyer,  Mr.  Edwards. 
UwTen  know  life  practically.  A  bookish  man 
*.ou!il  always  have  them  to  converse  with. 
They  have  what  he  wanU.**  Edwards.  "I 
»"»  pown  old:  I  am  sixty-five.**  Johnsos. 
"I  »ball  be  sixty-eight  next  birth-day.  Come, 
"^ir,  drink  water,  and  put  in  for  a  hundred.** 

Mr.  Edwards  mentioned  a  gentleman^  who 
^  left  his  whole  fortune  to  Pembroke  College. 
JooasoN.  ••  Whether  to  leave  one*s  whole  for- 
*>«Be  to  a  college  be  right,  must  depend  upon 

'     **  Ifow  rlMrmliiff  U  divine  phtloMfihT  t 

Wo«  hmnh  and  cnlHircl.  m  dull  loolt  sitppMf . 
ih«  wumtai  w  U  A^tllo't  )«itr. 
And  •  |ni|iHHil  feaM  of  ncctar'd  twcvtf.**    Camm. 

—  CaoKU. 

^  It  *r>rv.t  Uuit  Im  stHUlnH  from  vln#  at  hit  cnmitiK  to 
I'nd^fi,  or  pcrhap*  ttlll  farller,  —  from  hit  Ilr«t  f  rral  lllncM 
•alTSt^^and  aMtinofd  tn  do  lo  "  for  many  rrart.**  He 
^  r«.4ifnfd  U  Mior  to  ITSl,  whrn  h«<  vuitml  Ox  ford,  and 


circumstances.  I  would  leave  the  interest  of 
the  fortune  I  bequeathed  to  a  college  to  m^ 
relations  or  my  friends,  for  their  lives.  It  is 
the  same  thing  to  a  college,  which  is  a  perma- 
nent society,  whether  it  gets  the  money  now  or 
twenty  years  hence  ;  and  I  would  wish  to 
make  my  relations  or  friends  feel  the  benefit 
of  it,** 

This  interview  confirmed  my  opinion  of 
Johnson*s  most  humane  and  benevolent  heart. 
His  cordial  and  placid  behaviour  to  an  old 
fellow  collegian,  a  man  so  different  from  him- 
self; and  his  telling  him  that  he  would  <:(> 
down  to  his  farm  and  visit  him,  showed  a  kir<!- 
ness  of  disposition  veiy  rare  at  an  advanced 
age.  He  observed,  **now  wonderful  it  was 
that  they  had  both  been  in  London  forty  years, 
without  having  ever  once  met,  and  both  walk- 
ers in  the  street  too  !**  Mr.  Edwards,  when 
going  away,  again  recurred  to  his  conscious- 
ness of  senility,  and,  looking  full  in  Johnson*8 
face,  said  to  him,  '*  You'll  find  in  Dr.  Young, 

*  O  my  coevals ;  remnants  of  yourselves.*  ** 

Johnson  did  not  relish  this  at  all ;  but  shook 
his  head  with  impatience.  Edwards  walked  off 
seemingly  highly  pleased  with  the  honour  of 
having  been  thus  noticed  by  Dr.  Johnson. 
When  he  was  gone,  I  said  to  Johnson,  I  thought 
him  but  a  weuc  man.  Jobnsok.  ^  Why  yes. 
Sir.  Here  is  a  man  who  has  passed  through 
liie  without  experience:  yet  t  would  rather 
have  him  with  me  than  a  more  sensible  man 
who  will  not  talk  readily.  Tliis  man  is  always 
willing  to  say  what  he  has  to  say.**  Yet  Dr. 
Johnson  hatl  himself  by  no  means  that  willing- 
ness which  he  praised  so  much,  and  I  think  so 
justly :  for  who  has  not  felt  the  painftd  elTect 
of  the  dreary  void,  when  there  is  a  total  silence 
in  a  company,  for  any  length  of  time;  or, 
whic^h  is  as  bad,  or  perhaps  worse,  when  the 
conversation  is  with  dilficulty  kept  up  by  a 
perpetual  effort  ? 

Johnson  onoe  observed  to  me,  '*  Tom  Tyers 
described  me  the  best :  ^  Sir,*  said  he,  *'  you  are 
like  a  ghost:  you  never  speak  till  you  are 
spoken  to.*** 

The  gentleman  whom  he  thus  familiarly  men- 
tioned, was  Mr.  Thomas  Tyers  \  son  of  Jllr.  Jo- 
nathan Tyers,  the  founder  of  that  excellent 
place  of  public  amusement,  Vauxhall  Gardens, 
which  must  ever  be  an  estate  to  its  proprietor, 
as  it  b  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  taste  of  the 
English  nation ;  there  being  a  mixture  of  cu- 
riotis  show, — gay  exhibition, — music,  vocal  and 


r-««titr  drank**  a  great  dMi.**  ••i;n«v"r.WjrC«aie.'e  vitnettrd 
•♦•b<U#».-rApr*l7. 177s.)  InlTObc  would  tomctlmpt 
4'  '^  thnctl*  of  port<JuiM  lS.),tMiC  aboot  1701,  aflpr  another 
■**^'*  ^ryoehondrtecalanacfc,  ha  again  laft  off  wine,  and  |or. 


littcd  la  lh«t  pradka  till  about  17SI  (See  March  90. 17RI), 
IVom  whirh  thn^.  I  praaiima.  Iia  dratik  k  oeeaslonalljr  aad 
mMtiriaaU]r.-.CB0KBa.  1SI7. 

*  1  am  not  alMoltit«l7  sura  but  thlt  arat  mj  own  goggaftloat 
tbottab  K  la  tnihr  to  tba  character  of  RdwArd*.— Bocwbll. 

4  Thto  m«ist  nava  iMcn  the  Rev.  Jamac  Phlppt.  who  bad 
baan  a  tdiolar  of  Pambroke.  and  arha.  In  177.i.  Mi  bit 
catatM  to  th«  collega  to  purcbase  livlnitt  tm  a  pardcnlar 
foundatlnn,  and  for  olhar  purpocM.  —■  Hmtt.  —  CaoKca 

*  Ha  la  pkaaantlr,  bill  too  cuntampctMnwljr,  deicrlbad  In 
**  Tke  UUr,"  Noi  4Sm  under  iba  naaM  of  Tom  KcMleu ;  a 
cfrcamatanca  polnlcd  out  to  Mr.  NIclMlt  bj  Dr.  Jobosoa 
hliMair.  — CaMiaa. 


QQ  4 


600 


BOSWELUS  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


1778. 


instrumental,  not  too  refined  for  the  general 
ear ;  for  all  which  only  a  shilling  is  paid  * ; 
and,  though  last,  not  least.,  good  eating  and 
drinking  for  those  who  choose  to  purchase  that 
regale.  Mr.  Thomas  Tyers  was  bred  to  the 
law  ;  but  having  a  handsome  fortune,  vivacity 
of  temper,  and  eccentricity  of  mind,  he  could 
not  confine  himself  to  the  regularity  of  prac- 
tice. He  therefore  ran  about  the  world  with  a 
pleasant  carelessness,  amusing  every  body  by 
nis  desultory  conversation.  He  abounded  in 
anecdote,  but  was  not  sufficiently  attentive  to 
accuracy.  I  therefore  cannot  venture  to  avail 
myself  much  of  a  biographical  sketch  of  John- 
son which  he  published,  being  one  among  the 
various  persons  ambitious  of  appending  their 
names  to  that  of  my  illustrious  friend.  That 
sketch  is,  however,  an  entertaining  little  collec- 
tion of  fragments.  Those  whicli  he  published 
of  Pope  and  Addison  are  of  higher  merit ;  but 
his  fame  must  rest  chiefly  upon  his  ^^  Political 
Conferences,**  in  which  he  introduces  several 
eminent  persons  delivering  their  sentiments  in 
the  way  of  dialogue,  and  discovers  a  consider- 
able share  of  learning,  various  knowledge,  and 
discernment  of  character.  Tliis  much  may  I 
be  allowed  to  say  of  a  man  who  was  exceed- 
ingly obliging  to  me,  and  who  lived  with  Dr. 
Johnson  in  as  easy  a  manner  as  almost  any  of 
his  very  numerous  acquaintance. 

Mr.  Edwards  had  said  to  me  aside,  that  Dr. 
Johnson  should  have  been  of  a  profession.  I 
repeated  the  remark  to  Johnson,  that  I  might 
have  his  own  thoughts  on  the  subject.  John- 
son. **  Sir,  it  toimld  have  been  better  that  I 
had  been  of  a  profession.^  I  ought  to  have  been 
a  lawyer.**  Boswsll.  "  I  do  not  think,  Sir, 
it  would  have  been  better,  for  we  should  not 
have  had  the  English  Dictionary.**  Johnson. 
"  But  you  would  liave  had  reports.*'  Boswbll. 
**  Ay  ;  but  there  would  not  have  been  another 
who  could  have  written  the  Dictionary.  There 
have  been  many  very  good  judges.  Suppose 
you  had  been  lord  chancellor ;  you  would  have 
delivered  opinions  with  more  extent  of  mind, 
and  in  a  more  ornamented  manner,  than  per- 


1  In  stimnner.  1792,  addltlonRl  And  more  expenilve  deco- 
rations having*been  iotroduced,  the  price  of  admiision  wu 
raised  to  two  •hillings.  1  cannot  approve  of  this.  The  com- 
pany majr  be  more  select,  but  a  number  of  the  honest  com- 
monalty are,  I  fear,  excluded  from  sharing  in  elegant  and 
innocent  entertainments.  An  attempt  to  abolish  the  oni>. 
shilling  gallery  at  the  playhouse  has  been  very  properly 
counteracted.  — Boswbll.  The  admission  was  subsequently 
raised  to  four  shillings,  without  Improving  either  the  class  of 
company,  or  the  profits  of  the  proprietors.  —  C.  1830, 1831. 
It  has  tieen  long  closed,  and  is  only  occasionally  used  for 
letting  off  a  bitlloon  or  some  such  exhibition, —  Crokbr,  1847. 

3  **  That  accurate  judge  of  human  life.  Dr.  Johnson,  has 
often  been  heard  by  me  to  observe,  that  it  was  the  greatest 
misfortune  which  could  befall  a  man  to  have  been  bred  to  no 
profession,  and  nathetically  to  regret  that  this  misfortune 
was  his  own.'*— JI/orc*j  Practical  Piety,  p.313.  —  Mabkland. 

>  This  I^rd  Lichfield  died  in  1779,  but  was  succeeded  b)' 
his  uncle,  and  the  title  waa  not  extinct  till  1776.  —  Crokbk, 
1847. 

4  I  am  not  entirely  without  sospiciou  that  Johnson  may 
have  felt  a  little  momentary  envy  ;  for  no  man  loved  the  good 
tilings  of  this  lilc  better  than  he  did;  and  he  could  not  but 
bectmscious  that  he  deserved  a  much  larger  share  of  them 
than  he  ever  had.    I  attempted  in  a  newspaper  to  comment 


haps  any  chancellor  ever  did,  or  ever  will  do. 
But,  I  believe,  causes  have  been  as  judicioiulj 
decided  as  you  could  have  done.**  Johrsm. 
*^  Yes,  Sir.  Property  has  been  as  well  settled.** 

Johnson,  however,  had  a  noble  ambition 
floating  in  his  mind,  and  had,  undoubtedly, 
oflen  speculated  on  the  possibility  of  his  super- 
eminent  powers  being  rewarded  in  this  grett 
and  liberal  countrpr  by  the  highest  honoun  ct 
the  state.  Sir  William  Scott  infurms  me,  that 
upon  the  death  of  the  late  Lord  Lichfield,  who 
was  chancellor  of  the  University  of  Oxford,  be 
said  to  Johnson,  ^^  What  a  pity  it  is,  Sir,  tkt 
you  did  not  follow  the  profession  of  the  Uw ! 
You  might  have  been  lord  chancell<»r  of  Great 
Britain,  and  attained  to  the  dignit^r  of  the  peer- 
age;  and  now  that  the  title  of  Lichfield,  yo«r 
native  city,  is  extinct,  you  might  have  had  it*^ 
Johnson,  upon  this,  seemed  much  agitated: 
and,  in  an  angry  tone,  exclaimed,  ^  Why  will 
you  vex  me  by  suggesting  this,  when  it  is  too 
late?*' 

But  he  did  not  repine  at  the  prosperity  of 
others.  The  late  Dr.  Thomas  Leland  told  Mr. 
Courtenay,  that  when  Mr.  Edmund  Burke 
showed  Johnson  his  fine  house  and  lands  near 
Bdaconsfield,  Johnson  coolly  said,  *'  Nou  epi- 
deminvideo;  miror  magits.**  * 

Yet  no  man  had  a  higher  notion  of  the  dig- 
nity of  literature  than  Johnson,  or  was  more 
deteiTnined  in  maintaining  the  respect  wbicJi 
he  justly  considered  as  due  to  it.  Of  this,  be- 
sides the  general  tenor  of  his  conduct  in  societr, 
some  charactcristical  instances  may  be  men- 
tioned. 

He  told  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  that  once  when 
he  dined  in  a  numerous  company  of  booksel- 
lers, where  the  room,  being  small,  the  head  of 
the  table,  at  which  he  sat,  was  almost  close  to 
the  fire,  he  jiersevered  in  suffering  a  great  deal 
of  inconvenience  from  the  heat,  rather  than 
quit  his  place,  and  let  one  of  them  sit  above 
him. 

Goldsmith,  in  his  diverting  simplicity,  com- 
plained one  day,  in  a  mixed  company,  of  Lord  i 
Camden.    **I  met  him,*'  said  he,  *^'at  Lord 


on  the  above  passage  In  the  manner  of  Warbnrton.  wtiowaft 
be  allowed  to  h«ve  shown  uncommon  ingeonity,  in  giviBft* 
any  author's  text  whatever  meaning  he  chose  it  sboald  carry. 
As  this  ImitaUoD  may  arouse  my  readers,  I  ahall  here  iBir»> 
duce  it : 

'*  No  saying  of  Dr.  Johnson's  has  been  more  mismHlfT- 
stood  than  his  applying  to  Ma.  Bokxk,  when  be  first  sav 
him  at  his  fine  place  at  Beaconsfield,  AVis  equidcm  immdft; 
miror  wagii.  These  two  celebrated  men  bad  been  frirodi 
for  many  yean  tMfore  Mr.  Burke  entovd  on  his  parity 
mentary  career.  They  were  both  writers,  both  nenibm 
of  The  LiTEaaav  Clob  ;  when,  therefore.  Dr.  Jnhtutm  sa* 
Mr.  Burke  In  a  situation  so  much  more  splendid  tbaa  t^  ta 
which  he  himself  had  attained,  he  did  not  mean  lonprva 
that  he  thought  It  a  disproportionate  prospertty;  but  vbiVc 
he,  as  a  philosopher,  asserted  an  exempCloa  fttwi  eovy.  warn 
equidem  invideo,  he  went  on  in  the  words  of  the  poet. 


tnagia ;  thereby  signifying,  either  that  he  was  orcuplfd  ia 
admiring  what  he  was  glad  to  see,  or,  perhaps,  that,  coo- 
lidering  the  general  lot  of  men  c»f  superior  abdittf*.  be 
wondered  thnt  Fortune,  who  is  represented  as  hUod.  should, 
in  this  instance,  have  been  lo  Just.**  —  Boswcu..  .%ll  tbi»  it 
very  foolish  ;  the  ^notation,  if  really  made,  was  ir.  tcno«,aitd 
no  doubt  in  meanmg,  the  very  reverse  of  iwm/ims.  Bot  at 
to  Johnson's  envy,  see  mttit  P>  !»•  n.  4.  — .  CaoKca. 
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Clare's  house  *  in  the  country,  and  he  took  no 
iiiorc  notice  of  me  than  if  I  had  been  an  ordi- 
niry  mftn.**  The  company  having  laughed 
hiartity,  Johnson  stood  forth  in  defence  of  his 
fricml.  "Nay,  gentlemen,"  said  he,  "Dr. 
Goid^mitb  is  in  the  right.  A  nobleman  ought 
tu  haTc  made  up  to  such  a  man  as  Goldsmith ; 
anil  I  think  it  is  much  against  Lord  Camden 
that  be  neglected  him." 

}iOT  could  he  patiently  endure  to  hear,  that 
5U('h  respect  as  lie  thought  due  only  to  higher 
intellectual  qualities  should  be  bestowed  on 
men  of  sliefater,  though  perhaps  more  amusing, 
talents.  1  told  him,  that  one  morning,  when  I 
went  to  breakfast  with  Garrick,  who  was  very 
vain  of  bis  intimacy  with  Lord  Camden,  he 
anosted  me  thus :  " Pray  now,  did  you  —  did 
}nu  meet  a  little  lawyer  turning  the  comer, 
el»  ?"  *•  No,  Sir,"  said  I ;  "  prajr  what  do  you 
mean  by  tlie  question?"  "Why,"  replied 
Garrick,  with  an  affected  indifference,  yet  as  if 
landing  on  tip-toe,  "  Lord  Camden  has  this 
moment  left  me.  We  have  hod  a  long  walk 
t»i'»Mber."  Johnson.  "Well,  Sir,  Garrick 
tjlki'<l  very  pro|>erly.  Lord  Camden  was  a 
i'ttU  lawyer  to  be  associating  so  familiarly  with 
a  plavcr." 

Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  observed,  with  great 
truth,  tliat  Johnson  considered  Garrick  to  be 
JLH  it  were  his  property.  He  would  allow  no 
man  either  to  blame  or  to  praise  Garrick  in  his 
pn-^ncc,  without  contradicting  him. ' 

Having  fallen  into  a  very  serious  frame  of 
lu'nul  in  which  mutual  expressions  of  kindness 
l>i«<K.-(l  between  us,  such  as  would  be  thought 
!<M  vain  in  me  to  repeat,  I  talked  with  regret 
«'t  the  sad  inevitable  certainty  that  one  of  us 
'HUHt  survive  the  other.  Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sir, 
<'ivi  is  an  affecting  consideration.  I  remember 
>*ifi,  in  one  of  his  letters  to  Pope,  says,  *I 
'•r^nd  to  come  over,  that  we  may  meet  once 
J"  re;  and  when  we  must  part,  it  is  what  hap- 
J-  iM  to  all  human  beings.*  Boswkll.  *|  The 
!>>'  that  we  shall  see  our  departed  friends 
•*..'iin  must  support  the  mind."  Johnson. 
"•^Vhy,  yes,  Sir.^'»  Boswell.  "There  is  a 
Mraii^e  unwillingness  to  part  with  life,  inde- 
(K  iident  of  serious  fears  as  to  futurity.  A  re- 
>''r.'nd  friend  of  ours  [Dr.  Percy]  tells  me, 
t>ut  be  feels  an  uneasiness  at  the  thoughts 
<*t  leaving  his  bouse,  his  study,  his  books." 
•i'»iiji»oN  **This  is  foolish  in  [Percy].  A 
i^Min  neeil  not  be  uneasy  on  these  grounds: 
'  T,  as  he  will  retain  his  consciousness,  he  may 

I  ^4*  ciOif.  p.  ns.  n.  ft — c 

^  vr  JottMui  Rrynoldi  wrotr,  or,  perhaps,  I  ihoold  rather 

••'  •  .'r,f,  \rfi,  two  DUloftiet,  In  Uluitriitloii  of  thto  potUion, 

'     t,  r  It  of  which  Johitson  atUtck*  Garrick  In  oppotltton  to 

'     I  •'^ut,  and  in  the  other  dfjendt  him  agalntt  Glhbon. 

I    -    «'"  lo  tmr  an  Imttatioa  that  Mr.  Cbalinerf  did  not 

•">  th«w  to  have  brcn  Sir  Jo«hua's  — but  Sir  George 

fit  asMired  me  that  he  had  recHved  acopjrofthem 

'Sir  JothtUB  himaetr,  and  that  thrf  were  compnecd  of 

"•    I'^t^dtrrapeor  JohnMm'sconTrriation.  The  Dlalogaei 

"■  I'fTM  toMtttllawklni'i  Memoir*  and  In  mv  former 

•  •  hitt  are  hardly  worth  the  ipjkce  they  would  occupy 

.1  f')<ome CaoBia 


'  ^*  on  tb#  tame  anbiect.  p.  SSSw  —  Mau>mi. 
* '  i  carry  ay  «U  with  me.*'—  C. 


say  with  the  philosopher^  Omnia  mea  mecum 
porto,^  BoswBix.  "  True,  Sir :  we  may  carrj 
our  books  in  our  heads;  but  still  there  is 
something  painful  in  the  thought  of  leaving  for 
ever  what  has  given  us  pleasure.  I  remember, 
many  years  ago,  when  my  imagination  was 
warm,  and  I  happened  to  be  in  a  melancholy 
mood,  it  distressed  me  to  think  of  going  into  a 
state  of  being  in  which  Shakspeare  s  poetry  did 
not  exist.  A  lady,  whom  i  then  much  ad- 
mired, a  very  amiable  woman,  humoured  my 
fancy,  and  relieved  me  by  saying,  ^  The  iirtit 
thins  you  will  meet  with  in  the  other  world 
win  oe  an  elegant  copy  of  Sbakspeare^s  works 
presented  to  you.* "  Dr.  Johnson  smiled  ^  be- 
nignantlv  at  this,  and  did  not  appear  to  disap- 
prove oi  the  notion. 

We  went  to  St.  Clement*s  church  again  in 
the  afternoon,  and  then  returned  and  drank 
tea  and  coffee  in  Mrs.  Williams^s  room ;  Mrs. 
Desmoulins  doing  the  honours  of  the  tea-table. 
I  observed  that  he  would  not  even  look  at  a 
proof-sheet  of  his  "  Life  of  Waller"  on  Good- 
Friday. 

Mr.  Allen,  the  printer,  brought  a  book  on 
agriculture,  which  was  printed,  and  was  soon 
to  be  published.  ^  It  was  a  very  strange  per- 
formance, the  author  having  mixed  in  it  his 
own  thoughts  upon  various  topics,  along  with 
his  remarks  on  ploughing,  sowing,  and  other 
farming  operations.  lie  seemed  to  be  an  ab- 
surd profane  fellow,  and  had  introduced  in  hb 
books  many  sneers  at  religion,  with  equal  igno- 
rance and  conceit.  Dr.  «Johnson  permitted  me 
to  read  some  passages  aloud.  One  was  that  he 
resolved  to  work  on  Sundav,  and  did  work,  but 
he  owned  he  felt  tome  weak  compunction ;  and 
he  had  this  very  curious  reflection :  "  I  was 
bom  in  the  wilds  of  Christianity,  and  the  briars 
and  thorns  still  hang  about  me."  Dr.  Johnson 
could  not  help  laughing  at  this  ridiculous 
image,  yet  was  verv  angry  at  the  fellow's  im- 
piety. "However,''  said  he,  "the  reviewers 
will  make  him  hang  himself.*'  He  however 
observed,  "that  formerly  there  might  have 
been  a  dispensation  obtained  for  working  on 
Sunday  in  the  time  of  harvest."  '^  Indeed,  ia 
rituid  observances,  were  all  the  minist<;r8  of  re- 
ligion what  they  should  be,  and  what  many  of 
them  are,  such  a  power  might  be  wisely  and 
safely  lodged  with  the  church. 

On  Saturday,  18th  April,  I  drank  tea  with 
him.  He  praised  the  late  Mr.  Duncombc  •,  of 
Canterbury,  as  a  pleasing  man.    "  lie  used  to 

>  Dr.  Johncon  might  well  smile  at  rach  a  dittret*  of  mind, 
and  at  the  argument  by  which  it  waa  reheved.  -~  CaoKta. 

•  This  waa  Marshair*  MhtuUs  qf  AnHeuUurr.  The 
author  lived  to  publifth  many  more  important  and  icti  oflou' 
•tve  works  on  this  subject.  —  Chalmkrs. 

7  In  the  tt^mmOiont  of  Queen  Klisabcth  [following  those  of 
Edward  VI. J  for  the  otnerTance  of  Sundjiy.  there  was  one 
exception  ^  yIs.  for  labour  in  time  of  hurre»t.«fli'r  divine 
service :  bat  which  was  not  provided  for  in  the  ace  29  Car.  2. 

C.  7.  —  MAaKLAWD. 

•  William  Duncombe.  Esq.  He  married  the  slrler  of  John 
Hughes,  the  p<>et ;  was  the  ouihnrof  two  trsgnlK'i,  .tnd  oihct 
ingenious  productions}  and  ditrd  36th  Feb.  17U9,  agcd7i^.— 
Malomi. 
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come  to  me ;  I  did  not  seek  miich  after  Aim. 
Indeed,  I  never  sought  much  after  any  body.** 
B0SWE1.L.  **  Lord  Orrery,  I  suppose.'  Jobn- 
80ir.  ^*No,  Sir;  I  never  went  to  him  but 
when  be  sent  for  me.*'  Boswell.  **  Richard- 
son ?  **  JoHNBOM.  ^  Yes,  Sir :  but  I  sought 
after  Greorge  Pftalraan&zar  the  most.  I  used 
to  go  and  sit  with  .*im  at  an  alehouse  in  the 
city.^ ' 

I  am  happy  to  mention  another  instance 
which  I  discovered  of  his  seekinff  after  a  man 
of  merit.  Soon  after  the  Honourable  Daines 
Barrington  had  published  his  excellent  ^*  Ob- 
servations on  the  Statutes,**  '  Johnson  waited 
on  that  worthy  and*  learned  gentleman ;  and, 
having  told  him  his  name,  courteously  said, 
**  I  have  read  your  book,  Sir,  with  great  plea- 
sure, and  wish  to  be  better  knowu  to  you.** 
Thus  ben;an  an  acquaintance,  which  was  con- 
tinued with  mutual  regard  as  long  as  Johnson 
lived. 

Talking  of  a  recent  seditious  delinquent ', 
he  said,  **•  They  should  set  him  in  the  piUorv, 
that  he  ma^  be  punished  in  a  way  that  would 
disgrace  him.**  I  observed,  that  the  pillory 
does  not  always  disgrace.  And  I  mentioned 
an  instance  of  a  gentleman  *,  who  I  thought 
was  not  dishonoured  by  it.  Johnson,  '^^y, 
but  he  was,  Snr.  He  could  not  mouth  and 
strut  about  as  he  used  to  do,  afler  having  been 
there.  People  are  not  willing  to  ask  a  man  to 
their  tables,  who  has  stood  in  the  pillory.*' 

The  gentleman  who  had  dineawith  us  at 
Dr.  Percy's  came  in.  Johnson  attacked  the 
Americans  with  intemperate  vehemence  of 
abuse.  I  sud  something  in  their  favour ;  and 
added,  that  I  was  always  sorry  when  he 
talked  on  that  subject.  This,  it  seems,  exas- 
perated him;  though  he  said  nothing  at  the 
time.  The  cloud  was  charged  with  sulphu- 
reous vapour,  which  was  afterwards  to  burst 
in  thunder.  We  talked  of  a  gentleman  [Mr. 
Langton],  who  was  running  out  his  fortune  in 
London ;  and  I  said,  **  We  must  get  him  out 
of  It.  All  his  finends  must  quarrel  with  him, 
and  that  will  soon  drive  him  away.**  Johnsow. 
**  Nay,  Sir,  we*ll  send  you  'to  him.  If  your 
couipany*  does  not  drive  a  man  out  of  his 
house,   nothing  will.**     This  was  a  horrible 

1  **Thfs  extraordinary  penon.**  lajn  Mm.  TlmtU  **lhrpd 
A  Aie6  at  a  bouaa  In  Old  Street,  vhere  Dr.  JohnmHi  «aa 


wititeu  to  hit  talrati  and  virtues,  and  to  hti  final  prefrrcoee 
orth«  Church  of  England,  after  barinf  studied,  dlsgraeed, 
and  adorned  so  nwoy  modes  nf  wnrahlp.  The  name  he  went 
by  was  not  supposea  l>jr  his  friend  to  be  that  of  bis  fatnilT, 
bat  all  inquiries  were  vain :  his  r*'asons  for  concealing  his 
original  were  penitentiary ;  hedeMrvad  no  other  mmi*  than 
that  of  the  Impoator.  be  aakL  Hw  pious  and  palieat  endur* 
ance  of  a  tedious  lilnns,  cadlng  m  an  exemplary  death 
(1763).  confirmed  the  strong  Imweatian  his  nwrtt  had  nHide 
upon  the  mind  of  I>r.  Johnson .^^.CnoKM.  The  Memoir 
of  Psalmaiwsar.  writtMi  Ity  himself,  and  puhlithed  In  I7M, 
though  now  a  ncvlectad  pirce  of  biogrsphy.  will  well  repay 
the  reader,  as  It  aA>rds  much  curious  inrorinati«>n.  [Va  also 
Smollett's  account  of  blra  in  Humpknif  tYm*rr.] .-  Maaa- 

LANO. 

s  Qtmrto.  1766.    The  worthy  anthor  died  March  13.  IBOO. 
aged  iibmit  74.  —  Malohi. 

^  Mr.  Home  Tooke.  who  had  been  in  July  1777  (GmL 
Mof.)  ranvlrtrd  of  a  seditious  librl.  The  srntenc9  — pro- 
nounced I9d  November.'^was  aye.tr'simprtroDmcnt.andSOQf. 


shock,  for  which  there  was  no  visible  n\». 
I  afterwards  asked  him,  why  he  bad  s&iil  m> 
harsh  a  thing.  Joumov.  **ficcaujk\  Si.% 
yoQ  made  me  angrv  about  the  Aaiericaitt.' 
B0SWBX.L.  ^  But  whv  did  you  not  UVe  tuc: 
revenge  directly  ?  •*  tloBsiaox  (smiling).  *''Ue- 
cause,  Sir,  I  had  nothing  ready.  A  man  nn- 
not  strike  till  he  has  his  weapons.**  'Iliii  ira» 
a  candid  and  pleasant  confession. 

lie  showed  me  to-night  his  drswing-rpoiB, 
very  genteelly  fittc<l  up,  and  ssid,  **yLn. 
Thrale  sneered,  when  I  tidked  of  mj  hvm: 
asked  you  and  your  lady  to  live  at  my  kuuw. 
I  was  obliged  to  tell  her,  that  you  would  he  m 
as  respectable  a  situation  in  mv  bouDe  is  ia 
hers.  Sir,  the  insolence  of  wealth  will  crh-^i 
out.**  BoswBXX.  ''  She  has  a  little  boili  U 
the  insolence  of  wealth  and  the  conceit  u: 
parts.**  JoHNSOif.  ^  The  insolence  of  w(*aitb 
IS  a  wretched  thing ;  but  the  conceit  of  ptrif 
has  some  foundation.  To  be  sure,  K  sIhiuiI 
not  be.  But  who  is  wtthont  it  ?  **  Boswbll 
"  Yourself,  Sir."  JoHxaoir.  -  ^Vhy,  I  pl« 
no  tricks :  I  lay  no  traps.**  Boawau.  *  So, 
Sir.  You  are  six  feet  high,  and  you  onlj  du 
not  stoop.** 

We  talked  of  tlie  numbers  of  people  tb* 
sometimes  have  composed  the  hounehoi'i  t( 
p-eat  families.  I  mentioned  that  there  werr  t 
hundred  in  the  family  of  the  pcsent  £an  «<f 
£glingtoune*s  father.  Dr.  Jonnson  tteoisxz 
to  doubt  it,  I  began  to  enumerate ;  "  Let  t<> 
see,  my  lord  and  my  lady,  two.**  Joiaso«- 
^  Nay,  Sir,  if  you  are  to  count  by  tv«««  «w 
may  be  long  enough.**  Boawaix.  "^^i^^^ 
but  now  I  add  two  sons  and  seven  dau::kt'T^ 
and  a  servant  for  each ;  thai  will  make  tvistf . 
so  we  have  the  fifth  part  already.**  Jmi^*^^ 
"Very  true.  You  get  at  twenty  irr*- 
readilv ;  but  you  will  not  so  eanly  get  iuntf 
on.  We  grow  to  five  feet  pretty  rvatlily;  !«• 
it  is  not  so  easy  to  grow  to  seven.** 

["  Yesterday  (18th  of  April)  I  rose  lale.bai -^ 
not  slept  ilL  Having  promised  a  dctiicsKr^  ^ 
thought  it  acctfsnry  to  write  *,  tnit  for  some  t  ^^ 
neither  wrote  nor  read  Langton  casH  m  »  • 
talked.  After  dinner  I  wrote  At  tea  Bi;'««-<> 
came  in.  He  stayed  till  near  tvel«&*  -  ^' 
amd  Mtd^  p.  1 63.] 


ana.    It  stews  strange  that  1 
have  spokMi  rwyft<siiw%  and  ^ewsp 
paMcd  six  mooths  ttrfore;   but  this, 
counted  for  br  ToAlie*s  bavfof 
whkb  snsModed  the  execution  4 

4  Probably  Dr.  Shrbbeare.    It  vaa 
00  the  |4llory  which  sonaMedtbewlttT 


Does  envy  doabif 
Who  breathe  the  a 


Witnescyc 
or  his  ~ 


Witness,  ye  Hills,  ye  JobMi«a,  Sessa, 
Hark  to  my  eall,  >r  amne  #«eai  Aaae 


But  his  ears 

able  treated,  being  allowed  m 
ana  to  have  eertain  other  It 
afterwards  proaecnted  for  parttolky 

>  Be  Means,  that  If  It  had  not 
nroevfar,  he  would  not  have 
Ka«ter  eve.    What 
CaoRsa. 


-U*  t 


aiay  wmiW,  ^ 
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Oil  Sundiij,  19th  April,  being  Eastcr-day, 
at>or  the  ■oletniiities  of  the  festival  in  St.  PmiVa 
(•!)urch,  I  visited  him,  but  could  not  stay  to 
dinner.  I  expressed  a  wish  to  have  the  argu- 
ments for  Goristisnity  always  in  readiness, 
that  my  religioii*!  faith  iui«;ht  be  as  firm  and 
dear  as  any  proposition  whatever ;  so  that  I 
iu>o<l  not  be  under  the  least  uneasiness  when 
it  slioitUl  be  attacked.  Joukson.  ^  Sir,  you 
(unnot  answer  all  objections.  You  have  de- 
mon-tnition  for  a  first  cause :  you  see  he  must 
be  <?oo(i  as  well  as  powerful,  Dccause  there  is 
no{)iing  to  make  him  otherwise,  and  goodness 
ofit>«»lf  is  preferable.  Yet  you  hare  against 
tfai:;,  what  19  very  certain,  the  unhappiness  of 
human  life.  This,  however,  gives  us  reason  to 
li'i'x;  tor  a  future  state  of  compensation,  that 
I'fterr;  may  be  a  perfect  system.  But  of  that 
we  were  not  sure,  till  we  hail  a  positive  reve- 
huoixr  I  told  him,  that  hu  ''RasselaB*'  had 
"t\en  made  me  unhappy;  for  it  represented 
(be  misery  of  human  life  so  well,  and  so  con- 
vinrtn<;ly  to  a  thinking  mind,  that  if  at  any 
titnc  t!te  impression  wore  oflf,  and  I  felt  myself 

•  x*r,  I  began  to  suspect  some  delumon. 

[**  In  reviewing  my  time  from  £uter,  1777*  I 
r>uc  i  a  Tery  melancholy  and  shameful  blank.  So 
litte  hat  been  dune,  that  days  and  months  arc 
viiliout  any  trace.  My  health  hax,  indeed,  been 
nrj  much  interrupted.  My  nights  have  been 
commonly,  not  only  rcstlets  but  painful  and  (a- 
ti.M  as.  My  respira^on  was  ooee  so  difficult,  that 
an  a5ihma  was  suspected.  I  could  not  walk,  but 
v*th  f^eat  difficulty,  from  Stowhill  to  Greenhill. 
'^>me  retaxattoa  of  my  breast  has  been  procured,  I 
'Link,  hy  opium,  which,  though  it  naver  gives  me 
•ifvp.  frees  my  btvaat  from  spasms.  I  have  written 
a  tmie  of  the'  lircs  of  the  Poets.  I  think  with  all 
(■7  UMial  vigour.     I  have  made  sermons,  perhaps 

*  rndily  ftt  formerly. '  My  memory  is  less  faitb- 
f  j|  in  retaining  names,  and,  I  am  afraid,  in  retain- 
-  <:;  oocurrenoea.  Of  this  vacillation  and  vagrancy 
**>  mi.ii.  1  impute  a  great  part  Ui  a  fortuitous  and 
''r/v't.vtl  life,  and  therefore  purpose  to  spend  my 
^  "s.  With  more  method.'* —  Pr,  and  Med,,  p.  167.] 

On  Iklonday,  20th  April,  I  found  him  at 
li'nim  in  the  morning.  We  talked  of  a  gentle- 
•«aft  'Mr.  Lan^rtottJ  who  we  appnshended  was 
-f^t  •  ally  involving  his  circumstances  by  bad 
jovin'.'enient.  JottNtoii.  **  Wasting  a  fortune 
u  'Viijorattnn   by  a  thousand  imperceptible 

"•Q4.  If  it  were  a  stream,  they'd  stop  it. 
^><i  ciust  speak  to  him.  It  is  really  miserable. 
*^  t're  be  a  gamester,  it  could  be  said  he  had 
''•'^4  nf  winning.  Were  he  a  bankrupt  in 
'-''•t'i^  he  might  have  grown  rich  ;  but  he 
'  1^  tH*itIicr  spirit  to  spend,  nor  resolution  to 


•  prfCf«dJ 


I     M 


*  ^a«i>l  M'Mipiivv,  M.D ,  editor  nf  the  Kurlpidm,  and 
».•%..  ..r  - l>u.#TiMl4mf  on  the  Crrdun  Mriholoifr,"  Ac. 
>  ■'^'^  In  l7*S«afi«r  Mf  death,  hy  the  Icaraad  Mr.Tyr- 
•-^   -iiAuma. 

Tha    Prq^ct/*  *  poem  (polrfUhcd    anoojvKMuly  to 


spare.  He  does  not  spend  fast  isnough  to  have 
pleasure  from  it.  He  has  the  crime  of  prodi- 
gality, antl  the  wretchedness  of  parsimony.  If 
a  man  is  killed  in  a  duel,  he  is  killed  as  many 
a  one  has  been  killed ;  but  it  is  a  sad  thing  for 
a  man  to  lie  down  and  die ;  to  bleed  to  death, 
because  he  has  not  fortitude  enough  to  sear 
the  wound,  or  even  to  stitch  it  up.'*  I  cannot 
but  pause  a  moment  to  admire  the  fecunttitj 
of  fancy,  and  choice  of  language,  which  in  this 
instance,  and,  indeed,  on  almost  all  occasions, 
he  displayed.  It  was  well  observed  by  Dr. 
Percy  (afterwards  Bishop  of  Dromore),  **  The 
conversation  of  Johnson  is  strong  and  clear, 
and  may  be  compared  to  an  antitjue  statue, 
where  every  vein  and  muscle  is  distinct  and 
bold.^  Ordinary  conversation  resembles  an 
inferior  cast.** 

"^  On  Saturday,  25th  Anril,  I  dined  with 
him  at  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  s,  with  the  learned 
Dr.  Musgrave*;  Counsellor  Leland  of  Ireland, 
son  to  the  historian ;  Mrs.  Cholmondeley,  [p- 
349.]  and  some  more  ladies.  ''  The  Project,  ' 
a  new  poem,  was  read  to  the  company  by  Dr. 
Musgravc.  Johhsom.  ^'  Sir,  it  has  no  power. 
Were  it  not  for  the  well-known  names  with 
which  it  is  filled,  it  would  be  nothing:  the 
names  carry  the  poet,  not  the  poet  the  names.** 
MusGBAVB.  *^  A  temporary  poem  always  en- 
tertains ns.**  JoHKSoir.  **  So  does  an  account 
of  the  criminals  hanged  yesterday  entertain  us.** 

He  proceeded ;  —  ^  Demosthenes  Taylor,  ns 
he  was  culled  (that  is,  the  editor  of  Demos- 
thenes), was  the  most  silent  man,  the  merest 
statue  of  a  man,  that  I  have  ever  seen.  I  once 
dined  in  company  with  him,  and  all  he  said 
during  the  wht^e  time  was  no  more  than 
Richard,  How  a  man  should  say  only  Richard^ 
it  is  not  easy  to  imagine  But  it  was  thus : 
Dr.  Douglas  was  talking  of  Dr.  Zachary  Grey, 
and  ascribing  to  him  something  that  was 
written  by  Dr.  Richard  Grey.  So,  to  correct 
him,  Taylor  said,  ^Rieluard:^ 

Mrs.  Uholmondeley,  in  a  high  flow  of  n>irits, 
exhibited  some  lively  sallies  of  hyperbolical  com- 

{>liment  to  Johnson,  with  whom  she  had  been 
ong  acquainted,  and  was  very  easy.  He  was 
quick  in  catching  the  momier  of  the  moment, 
and  answered  her  somewhat  in  the  style  of  the 
hero  of  a  romance,  **  Madam,  you  crown  me 
with  unfading  laurels.** 

I  happened,  I  know  not  how,  to  say  that  a 
pamphlet  meant  a  prose  piece.  Joiimson. 
^  No,  Sir.  A  few  sheets  of  poetiy  unbound 
are  a  pamphlet^,  as  much  as  a  few  sheets  of 
prose.  MtnGBAvs.  **  A  pamphlet  roar  be 
understood  to  mean  a  poetical  piece  in  West- 


ins  >.  t»y  BichanI  Tlckell,  aethor  of  *' AoUclpatloo.'* « 
CaoRBa. 

4  l)r  iolraaoB  la  hare  pnrflBCtly  corrtct,  and  U  •unporti'd 
by  the  UMfe  of  prccadtef  wiitert.  8o  in  Um.irtim  DelkUt, 
A  cidlection  of  porm*.  Svo.,  I€M  (Ihe  writer  U  spaAkiiig  of 
Suehltng't  ptay  entitled  Aglaura,  printed  in  folio) : 

**  Thl«  gratf  valumhKMia  pmmfUei  nuy  be  tald 
To  be  Ilka  one,  that  bath  aaore  hair  than  heiid.**^ 

MaIiONB. 
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minster-hall,  that  is,  in  formal  language ;  but 
in  common  language  it  is  understood  to  mean 
prose.**  JoBH SON .  (And  here  was  one  of  the 
manj  instances  of  his  knowing  clearly  and 
telling  exactly  how  a  thing  is.)  ^^  A  pamphlet 
is  understood  in  common  language  to  mean 
prose,  only  from  this,  that  there  is  so  much 
more  prose  written  than  poetry ;  as  when  we 
say  a  book^  prose  is  understood  for  the  same 
reason,  though  a  book  may  as  well  be  in  poetry 
as  in  prose.  We  understand  what  b  most 
general,  and  we  name  what  is  less  freauent.** 

We  talked  of  a  lady*8  verses  on  Ireland.* 
Miss  Rbtnolds.  "  Have  you  seen  them.  Sir?** 
Johnson.  ^*  No,  Madam ;  I  have  seen  a 
translation  from  Horace,  by  one  of  her 
daughters.  She  showed  it  me."  Miss  Rey- 
nolds. *^  And  how  was  it.  Sir  ?  **  John- 
son. *^  Why,  very  well,  for  a  young  miss*s 
verses ;  that  is  to  say,  compared  with  excel- 
lence, nothing ;  but  very  well,  for  the  person 
who  wrote  them.  I  am  vexed  at  being  shown 
verses  in  that  manner.**  Miss  Rbtnolds. 
*^  But  if  they  should  be  good,  why  not  give 
them  hearty  praise  ?  **  Johnson.  **  Why, 
Madam,  because  I  have  not  then  got  the  better 
of  my  bad  humour  from  having  been  shown 
them.  You  must  consider.  Madam,  before- 
hand, they  may  be  bad  as  well  as  good.  No- 
iHKly  has  a  right  to  put  another  under  such  a 
difficulty,  tliat  he  must  either  hurt  the  person 
by  telling  the  truth,  or  hurt  himself  by  telling 
what  is  not  true.*'  Boswell.  **  A  man 
often  shows  his  writings  to  people  of  emi- 
nence, to  obtain  from  them,  either  from  their 
go^xl-nature,  or  from  their  not  being  able  to 
tell  the  truth  firmly,  a  commendation,  of  which 
he  may  afterwards  avail  himself.'*  Johnson. 
"  Very  true.  Sir.  Therefore,  the  man  who  is 
asked  by  an  author,  what  he  thinks  of  his 
work,  is  put  to  the  torture,  and  is  not  obliged 
to  speak  the  truth ;  so  that  what  he  says  is 
not  considered  as  his  opinion ;  ^et  he  has  said 
it^  and  cannot  retract  it ;  and  tins  author,  when 
mankind  are  hunting  him  with  a  canister  at 
hi.4  tail,  can  say,  *  I  would  not  have  published, 
had  not  Johnson,  or  Reynolds,  or  Musgrave, 
or  some  other  good  judge,  commended  the 
work.*  Yet  I  consider  it  as  a  very  difficult 
question  in  conscience,  whether  one  should 
a<lvise  a  man  not  to  publish  a  work,  if  profit 
be  his  object ;  for  a  man  may  say,  *  Had  it  not 
been  for  you,  I  should  have  had  the  money.* 
Xow  you  cannot  be  sure ;  for  you  have  only 
your  o^TH  opinion,  and  the  public  may  think 
very  differently.**  Sim  Joshua  Reynolds. 
**  You  must  upon  such  an  occasion  have  two 
jud<;mcnt8 ;  one  as  to  the  real  value  of  the 
work,  the  other  as  to  what  may  please  the 
general  taste  at  the  time.*'  Johnson.  **  But 
you  con  be  sure  of  neither ;  and  therefore  I 
shouKi   scruple  much  to  give  a  suppressive 

*  Thrr  ure  mentioned  In  W«lt«'«,  but  without  h  name, 
which  1  'cannot  tuppiy  i  —  ^mere  Ladj  Kuight?  —  CROkBB, 


I 


vote.    Both  Goldsmith^s  comedies  wer«  nn<v 
refused ;  his  first  by  Garrick,  kii  acctm^  \^l 
Colman,  who  was  prevailed  on  at  laxt  hj 
much  solicitation,  nay,  a  kind  of  force,  to  ln:i; 
it  on.     His  'Vicar  of  Wakefield*  1  m^ 
did  not  think  would  have  had  much  taca^. 
It  was  written  and  sold  to  a  bookseller  UiTc 
his  'Traveller,*  but  published  after;  to  lit:k 
exnectation  had  the  bookseller  fitm  it   Hud 
it  been  sold  after  *  The  Traveller,'  he  mi.'-j*. 
have  had  twice  as  much  money  for  it,  tb(<u^a 
sixty  ffuineas  was  no  mean  price.    The  Kvt-  | 
seller  had  the  advantage  of  Goldsmith's  rv^u-  • 
tation  from  '  The  Traveller*  in  the  stie,  tli«  i;')  | 
Goldsmith  had  it  not  in  selling  the  copy.**  Ni  i 
Joshua   Rbtnolds.     ^  The  Beggar »  0;^^ 
afibrds  a  proof  how  stran^ly  people  will  d  S<:  \ 
in    opinion    about    a    Lterary   perfoniu:.'T. 
Burke  thinks  it  has  no  merit.    Jobrsox.  '^  h 
was  refused  by  one  of  the  houses ;  but  I  ^><^u*. 
have  thought  it  would  succeed,  not  from  u« 
great  excellence  in  the  writing,  but  fnwi  tU 
noveltj,  and  the  geneiml  spirit  and  gtietr  ii 
the  piece,  which  keeps  tlie  audienn:  ti«)^; 
attentive,  and  di.tmis8es  thesn  in  good  bumfHir. 
We  went  to  the  drawing-room,  where  wi*  * 
considerable  increase  of  company.    Sevcnl  ^ 
us  got  round  Dr.  Johnson,  and  comr-^'"^ 
that  he  would  not  give  us  an  exact  cstu.  r< 
of  his  works,  that  Siere  might  be  a  con.r  '' 
edition.  He  smiled,  and  evaded  our  entri^t  * 
That  he  intended  to  do  it,  I  have  no  d.    '^ 
because  I  have  heard  him'say  so;  and  I  b^ 
in  my  possession  an  imperfect  ust,  fairlj  vr.f  '^ 
out,  which  be  entitles  Hieiaha  Sitdionv    \ 
once  got  from  one  of  his  friends  a  list,  «K.>^ 
there  was  pretty  good  reason  to  mppofe  «&» 
accurate ;  for  it  was  written  down  in  hi«  :**]- 
sence  by  this  friend,  who   enumerated  t. 
article  aloud,  and  had  some  of  them  n»eati<*-'^ 
to  him  by  Mr.  Levett,  in  concert  with  «t'' 
it  was  made  out ;  and  Johnson,  who  hnH  • 
this,  did  not  contradict  it.   But  when  I  »i^'V- ' 


v.- 


■  1 


a  copy  of  this  list  to  him,  and  menti<'nv^ 
evidence  for  its  exactness,  he  bu^rbed. 
said,  **  I  was  willing  to  let  them  go  on  s« 
pleased,  and  never  mterfered.**    Upon  ^t   ■  - 
read  it  to  him,  article  br  article*  and  ;|-< 
positively  to  own  or  refuse;  nod  then,  l-^  ** 
obtained  ccrt^nty  so  far,  I  got  some  otli  •'* 
tides  confirmed  by  him  directly,  and.  i'-''- 
wards,  from   time   to   time,   made  s<iu.i' 
under  his  sanction. 

His  friend,  Edward  Cave,  having  be^i^  irt- 
tioned,  he  told  us,  ^Cave   uaed  to  ««••  <*- 
thousand  of  'The  GCTtleman*8  Ma^ - 
yet  such  was  then  his  minute  attcui  <  t-  ^' 
anxiety  that  the  sale  should  not  M.^t-r  " 
smallest  decrease,  that  he  would  name  «  (>- ' 
cular  person  who  he  heard    had  tali. 
leaving  oflTthe  Magaxine,  and  would  5a v  'I"'* 
us  have  something  good  next  month.*  ^  * 

>  Thit  teemi  to  ooaflrm  the  CDcv^ctur*  n*ir  «*'    *  ' 
n.  1.,  that  Johnson  actad  far  a 
Mag  asine.  — .  Cbokii. 
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It  was  observed,  that  avarice  was  inherent 
in  some  dispositions.  JoBMsoir.  ^No  man 
vu  bom  a  miser,  because  no  man  was  born  to 
po5^e:<sion.  Every  man  is  bom  eupiduM  — 
ii(>$irous  of  setting ;  but  not  avartts — desirous 
of  IceepiD*;.  Boswell.  ^  I  have  heard  old 
Mr.  Sheridan  maintain,  with  much  ingenuity, 
that  a  complete  miser  is  a  happy  man :  a  miser 
who  gives  himself  wholly  to  tne  one  passion  of 


UVlDg. 


JouHSON.    ^  That 


the 


IS  nving  m 
faie  ot* all  the  world,  who  have  called  an  ava- 
ririous  man  a  mUer^  because  he  is  miserable.' 
No,  Sir ;  a  man  who  both  spends  and  saves 
mi>ney  is  the  happiest  man,  because  he  has 
both  enjojrments.* 

The  conversaUon  having  turned  on  hon-moU^ 
he  quoted,  from  one  of  the  Ana^  an  exquisite 
instance  of  flattery  in  a  maid  of  honour  in 
France,  who  being  asked  by  the  queen  what 
o'clock  it  was,  answered,  ^  What  your  majesty 
pliziset.*''  He  admitted  that  Mr.  Burkes 
<-li»yical  pan  [p.  273.1  upon  Mr.  Wilkes*8  being 
carried  on  the  shoulders  of  the  mob, 


numerisque  fcrtur 


Lege  lolutis,*' 

WIS  admirable ;  and  though  he  was  strangely 
anwiiling  to  allow  to  that  extraordinary  man 
tho  talent  of  wit  ^  he  also  lauffbed  with  appro- 
htiiou  at  another  of  his  playfuu  conceits ;  wnich 
wxs  that  ^  Horace  has  in  one  line  given  a  de- 
■cTiption  of  a  good  desirable  manor :  — 

'  £it  modu»  in  rebus,  sunt  ecrti  deniquc^iMt;* 
that  is  to  say,  a  modiu  as  to  the  tithes  and 

He  observed,  *'  a  man  cannot  wifh  propriety 
*pf4k  of  himself,  except  he  relates  simple 
ij<'t« :  OS,  *  I  was  at  Richmond : '  or  what  de- 

K'-^iis  on  mensuration  ;  as,  *  I  am  six  feet  high.* 
e  it  lure  he  has  been  at  Richmond ;  he  is 
<  :r>>  he  is  six  feet  high ;  but  he  cannot  be  sure 
'•  i^  wise,  or  that  he  hasany  other  excellence. 
]b«'Of  all  censure  of  a  man*s  self  is  oblique 
r^^^t:.  It  is  in  order  to  show  how  much  he 
'10  kparc.  It  has  all  the  invidiou^mess  of  self- 
|rii««%  and  all  the  reproach  of  falsehood.** 
»itwcLL.    ^  Sometimes  it  may  proceed  from 


'  THit  It  ft  topbltm  —  people  cmll  him  mlMrable.  because 
^  ^  .'.•  H>  to  ikemi  but  ha  blinteJf  may  be,  and  oo  doubt 

•  'Tail;  l^  happjr  In  hb  ftvartoe. 

*  Piputnt  iM  tlMlat ;  *t  mihl  ptatido 
Ipi;.  domi,  flmal  ae  nomnot  eontemplor  In  area.** 

**  rm  hiMad  In  pobtte :  but.  In  Mcret  blrat, 
1  CDonC  mj  moatj  and  enjor  my  cbott." 

Hor.  I.  8aL  I.  70.  —  /Vaiw/f .  —  CiOKta,  1S47. 

*  TV  uierdote  !•  told  In  **  MenagUmmr  vol.  IH.  p.  104.. 

**  "'4  of  «  **  mmid  of  honour/*  nor  a«  an  ln»tanr«  of  **  er- 

:*•('  /ol/^ry.     **  M.  d'Uttt  (Ult  chevalier  d'honncur  de 

>     •>*.    Crite  prlnce«t«  lul  detranda  un  Jour  aurlle  hrtire 

•4t.ll  rivondtt,  *  M4dame.  I'heure  qii'il  platra  %  votre 

-  i.'  **    Mmaf*  telle  it  at  a  fknmnlrff  of  M.  d*Utd« ; 

.  '  V  iSp  U  |foon«'ye  taji,  that  tnii  duki*  wai  remarkable 

*€»9^tt  and  blund«r«,  and  was  a  kind  of  bmtt,  to  whom 

•>u  of  th#  coort  ueed  to  attribuu  alt  manocr  of  abftuidi- 

•• '  —  t  toata. 

'  Vip  thtt  qncvtloD  folly  tnv^etlgated  In  the  notn  upon  the 

•  ''ifttU  or  a  Toor  to  the  Hebridet."  ant^.    p.  «7S   «.  1 
*"  ^  7     And  here,  ae  a  lawyer  mitidful  of  thr  mavtm  Swmm 
f^lM  trikmU^^  I  onaot  forbear  to  mention,  that  the  ad- 


a  man*s  strong  consciousness  of  his  faults  being 
observed.  1^  knows  that  others  would  thn>w 
him  down,  and  therefore  he  had  better  lie 
down  softly  of  his  own  accord.** 


CHAPTER  LXVI. 
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Bwffing  BueVen  ~**  The  first  Whig.**  —  Wint.  — 
Ta»90,  Homtr.  —  Adum  Smith.  —  Phpr.  —. 
Voltaire,  —  Hemrye  Hitttny.  —  Modern  JVritere, 
—  Greece.  —  Home.  —  0/d  Ape.  —  Dr.  hnbert^ 
eon,  —  Addison,  —  Chinese  Lanpunpe.  —  Jnterrsi 

of  Moneff lmap*natitm,  —  Existence.  —  yirtve 

and    Vice The     Bat.  -    Lord    Mirchmont.  — 

"  Transpire."*  —  House  of  Peers.  —  Pitpe's  •*  Uni- 
versai  Prayer.** —  Divoiees.  —  Parson  Fords 
Ghost. —  Lard  Oive, 

Ow  Tuesday,  April  28.,  he  was  engaged  to 
dine  at  General  PaoIi*s,  where,  as  I  have  al- 
ready observed,  I  was  still  entertained  in  ele- 
gant hospitality,  and  with  all  the  eii^e  and 
comfort  of  a  home.  I  called  on  hiui,  and 
accompanied  him  in  a  hackney-coach.  We 
stopped  first  at  the  bottom  of  Hedge  Lane, 
into  which  he  went  to  leave  a  letter,  **  with 
grK>d  news  for  a  poor  man  in  dibtress,**  as  he 
told  me.^  I  did  not  question  him  particularly 
ns  to  this.  He  himself  often  resembled  Lady 
B(>lin;rbroke*8  lively  description  of  Pope :  that 
•*  he  was  unpolitiaue  aux  chimx  et  aux  raves."* 
He  would  sa^,  "  I  dine  to- day  in  Grosvenor- 
square  ;  **  this  might  be  with  a  duke ;  or,  per- 
haps, "  I  tline  to-day  at  the  other  end  of  the 
town  ;  **  or,  **  A  gentleman  of  great  eminence 
called  on  me  yesterday.*'  He  loved  thus  to 
keep  things  floating  in  conjecture :  Onne  ig- 
notum pro  magnijico  est.  I  believe  I  ventured 
to  dissipate  the  cloud,  to  unveil  the  mystery, 
more  freely  and  frequently  than  any 'of  his 
friends.  We  stopped  again  «t  Wirgnmn's,  the 
well-known  toy- shop  in  St.  James*s  Street,  at 


ditlonal  note,  beflnnlnff  with  **  I  linA  itnre  lh»  former 
edition/*  |g  not  mine,  but  was  oblifflnfiy  funiith*^  by  Mr. 
Malone.  who  wae  m>  kind  ai  to  •iipcrintend  tin*  pr  »■%  while  I 
wa«  In  Scotland,  and  the  firvt  part  ol  the  tecond  i-dltion  was 
printing,  lie  would  not  allow  me  to  ascribe  it  to  lu  |irof>er 
author ;  but,  as  It  is  exquUitely  acute  and  »lpi;.4nt.  I  uke  this 
opportunity,  without  his  knowladfe.  to  do  him  justice.—. 

Bo«WKLL. 

4  This,  as  both  Mr.  BIndlej  and  Dr.  Kearney  hare  nhserrad 
to  me.  Is  the  mocm  to  **  An  Inquiry  Inio  Ciiktnmary  K»tatee 
and  Tenants*  Rights,  Ac. ;  with  some  Constder^Oon*  r«>r  re- 
•tralnlnff  excessWe  Pmes^*  by  Bverard  Fh-etwood.  Km|.  Srn. 
1711.  But  It  Is.  probably,  a  mera  eolncidpnra.  Mr.  Burke, 
perhaps,  never  saw  th^t  pamphlet.  —  Mstofti. 

*  Mfr.  P.  Cunningham  hat.  I  think,  enabled  u«  to  clear 
up  Boswell's  mysterv,  by  Sndlitg  In  the  Carrick  rorre*|ioiid- 
enre  (ii.  SOA.).  May.  177N,  tnat  Johnson's  n  or  friend, 
Maiirlrliis  Lowe,  the  painter,  llvi*d  at  Ko.  S.  Il^d/c  L<n«, 
In  a  state  of  evti erne  distress ;  and  I  have  little  do'  bt  Imt  the 

ftood  news  was  that  a  picture  o  his  was  (at  I  And  in  th«'  r-ita- 
riirtie  of  that  year)  admitted  to  the  Kxli<bitl«'n  <>r  iiie  K«>yal 
Am<lemy.  then  •  n  the  p«»lnt  of  opentnjr.  John«oi>'«  *fNtd 
offi(*rs  were  similarlr  pierted  <m  L«»we*s  hchaT  4t  f  hf  rKhl> 
bitloii  of  170.    6tc  ^0fi,  sub  ISch  A|iril.  —  raoKta  iHty. 
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thfi  ccrnier  <j(C  8t.  Junes*!  Placet  ^  wlucb  be 
had  been  directed,  bat  noi  dearhr,  for  he 
fearcbed  about  fome  time,  end  conU  not  find 
it  et  fint ;  end  Mid,  **  To  direct  one  oolj  to  a 
corner  i bop  it  tofing  with  one.**  I  nippoeed 
he  meant  tliis  ai  •  ^t  upon  the  word  lof .-  it 
won  the  first  time  that  I  knew  him  stoop  to  sach 
sport.  After  he  had  been  some  time  in  the 
shop,  he  ient  for  me  to  come  oat  of  the  coach, 
ana  help  him  to  choose  a  pair  of  silver 
buckles,  as  those  he  had  were  too  smalL  Pro- 
bablj  this  alteration  in  dress  had  been  va^* 
gCKted  hy  Mrs.  Thrale,  hy  asaociating  with 
whom,  his  external  appearance  was  much  im- 
proved. He  got  better  clothes ;  and  the  dark 
colour,  from  which  he  never  deviated,  was 
enlivened  by  metal  buttons.  liis  wigs,  too, 
were  much  better;  and,  during  their  travels 
in  France,  he  was  furnished  with  a  Paris-made 
wiff,  of  handsome  construction.' 

riiis  choosing  of  silver  buckles  was  a  nego- 
tiation :  **  Sir,**  said  he,  "  I  will  not  haVe  the 
ridiculous  large  ones  now  in  fashion ;  and  I 
will  give  no  more  than  a  guinea  for  a  pair.** 
Such  were  the  principles  of  the  business ;  and, 
aflcr  home  examination,  he  was  fitted.  As  we 
drove  along,  I  found  him  in  a  talking  humour, 
of  which  I  availed  mvself.  Boswaix.  "  I  was 
this  morning  in  Bialey*s  shop,  Sir;  and  was 
tx)l<i,  that  the  collection  called  ^Johnsoniana  [p. 
479.]  had  sold  very  much.**  Johkson.  •*  x  et 
the  ^  Joumcv  to  the  Hebrides*  has  not  had  a 

Srcat  sale."*  Boswbll.  "That  is  rtrange" 
0I1N80N.  **  Yes,  Sir ;  for  in  that  book  I  have 
told  tlic  world  a  great  deal  that  they  did  not 
know  before." 

HoswKLL.  *^  I  drank  chocolate,  Sir,  this  morn- 
ing; with  Mr.  Eld ;  and,  to  my  no  small  surprise, 
iound  him  to  be  a  Staffbrdikire  Whif^  a  being 
which  I  did  not  believe  had  existed.  Johm- 
soN.  "  Sir,  there  ore  rascals  in  all  countries.** 
BoswELL.  "  Eld  said,  a  Tory  was  a  creature 
^oneratcd  between  a  nonjuring  parson  and 
onc*s  grandmother.**  JoBicaoH.  "  And  I  have 
always  said,  the  first  Whifr  was  the  Devil.** 
BoswsLL.  "  He  certainly  was,  Sir.  The  Devil 
was  impatient  of  subordination ;  he  was  the 
first  who  resisted  power  :— 

*  Better  to  reign  in  hcU.  than  serve  in  heaven.*  ** 

At  General  Paolfs  were  Sir  Joshua  Key- 


1  In  iTPnrral  hit  wigs  im«  ynrj  thabtif ,  uA  th«ir  for*  puta 
wvre  iMirtiHI  awhv  bgr  tli*  uwr  appraack  of  the  cuidl*,  which 
hl«  ihorUAUliirdntM  rMidcrcd  n«cfM«nr  In  rvadinf.  Ac 
StnMham.  llr.  Thr»l«*«  hMtor  •!«««•  i«pt  a  iMCter  wig 
tn  hu  uwn  handa*  with  wh^h  ha  lact  Jah— na  al  Iha  fiarlrur- 
dwtr,  wh«n  tha  hall  had  oUladi  hlai  4awn  ta  dlaiMr ;  aad  thte 
ludlcmut  carriaay  wm  puraiiwd  avary  dar.— >Ca<Nuni. 

*  Hrrw  ho  Hthar  waa  itotahra,  or  had  a  diihi  tat  aottoa  af 
an  oxtrn«lvf>  ta\e  (raai  what  la  ftataaaaUy  aBlartaimd :  for  Iha 
tmci  i».  thai  r«Hir  thauaand  c«»i««  oT UMt  a&e»llaBt  work  wvre 
ioia  r^ry  Richly.  A  now  odtttaa  hai  boan  priatad  Oaar  hto 
dMlh.bcaWrs  thai  tai  IhorollvcUoaar  h^aworha..- 
Anothor  edition  haa  ixva  pnatad  alnca  Mr.Baawoll 
tha  abovo.  baaMoa  tapawtc  1  aditiaaa  tai  iho  faaoral  ralhcniwi 
af  his  worka  dartaf  Kha  laat  Cwowij  yaara.  ~  Ma&axb.  ISM. 
Haimah  Mara  aajra^  that  '*  CadcU  Iha  pubiiihar  laid  her,  that 
hahadaoU«eoth«  •rat«aok.**~L|fr.Tol.i.  p.9.  ThU 
Srat.  iMdaJahi 
r C 


nolds,  Mr.  Langton,    3Iard»e  Ghatrii  t 
Lombsrdy,   and  Mr.  John  Spottisvuoii<  tie 
youn^,  of  SpoUiswoode  ^  tae  aJidior.  .At 
this  tme  fears  of  an  invaaioa  were  circiilai;^;  'X' 
obviaie  which  Mr.  Spottiiw  oode  otieryed.  'iA 
Mr.  Fraaer,  the  cnpneer,  who  had  lately  cost 
from  Dunkirk,  aaid,  that  the  Fread  hsd  ii« 
same  fears  oC  sa.    Jooxsoa.  **  It  is  thus  di: 
mutual  covanlice  keeps  us  in  peace.   Wet 
one  half  of  mankind  brave*  aad  one  baU'av- 
ards,  the  brave  would  be  ahrays  beii'i::^  i: 
cowards.    AV  ere  all  brave,  they  would  ic^i  i 
very  uneasy  life;  all  would  be  continnallT  t.:;- 
ing:  but  being  all  coward«,  we  go  on  veri  v  ^* 
We  talked  of  drinking  wine.    JoDScn.  '1 
require  wine  only  when  I  am  alone,   lb- 
then  often  wished  for  it,  and  often  uk- :.  ^' 
SpoTTiawooDB.  '^Whatfbywayofacomfx  ^ 
Sir?"    JoBxaoH.  "To  get  rid  of  m;*!  • 
send  myself  away.    Wine  gives  great  {jlti:^ 
and  every  pleasure  is  of  itself  a  good.   1;  :>  • 
good,  unless  counterbalanced  by  evil   An 
may  have  a  strong  reason  not  to  drink  vi: 
and  that  may  be  greater  than  the  ple.^-  * 
Wine  makes  a  man  better  pleased  with  i ' 
self.    I  do  not  say  that  it  makes  bin  z 
pleasing  to  others.    Sometimes  it  does,  i 
the  danger  is,  that  while  a  man  j!Tov«  ^' 
pleased  with  himself  he  may  be  gnmir: 
pleasing    to    others.  ^     Wine   gives  s  -  - 
nothing.    It  neither  gives  him  knowk<I.^  - 
wit ;  it  only  animates  a  man,  aad  esaUi.' 
to  bring  out  what  a  dread  of  the  compt* 
repressed.    It  only  puts  in  motion  «i.'' 
been  locked  up  in  frost.    But  thb  nsj  I  . 
or  it  may  be  bad."     Spottiswoooi.   '^ 
Sir,  wine  is  a  key  which  opens  a  box :  I  -■ ' 
box  may  be  either  full  or  empty  ?  "    J'^^  ^  * 
**  Nay,  Sir,  conversation  is  the  kev  :  «  : 
picklock,  which  forces  open  tbcV>*\,  rr. 
jures  it.    A  man  should  cultivate  his  i  ' 
lis  to  have  that  confitlence  and  resdin.^?  *  * 
out  wine,  which  wine  gives."    Boswsu.  '•* 
great  difiiculty  of  resisting  wine  is  fit«  •  - 
volence.    For  instance,  a  good  vurtir  r  ' 
asks  yon  to  taste  his  wine,  which  he  » ' 
twen^  years  in  his  cellar.**    Jomsffc^-  *  ^ 
all  this  notion  about  benevolence  $xwn  ^^  * 
man's  imacining  himaelf  to  be  of  wort  le  '" 
anoe  to  oUiera  than  he  really  is.    IV*  >  -  • 
care  a  farthing  whether  he  dnaks  vine  c  ^ 


lathaphiMtalojijafi 
John  Spottiawooda.  the  r 
that  aooao  of  the  ward  oarr  waU.  j 

hU**l)lct)oiiarT**~i "*     - 

aa.  Mmekm/Mk  <f 

leaad  thetaieaf  hta 
JahnaoQ  darivra  it 
an  abbrtviatiua  of  tha  X.atia  ~i 
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HHtotpraTthia 
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■Bail  a.-  that  h 
tea 
to 


iEr.  69. 


BOSWELL'S  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


607 


Sn  Joshua  Ritsouw.  **  Tes,  thej  do  for  the 
time."  Joaxaoii.  **^  For  the  time  I  If  ih*iy 
care  tlits  minaie,  ther  forget  it  the  next.  And 
as  for  fhe  good  worthy  nuui,  how  do  you  know 
he  it  good  and  worthy  ?  No  good  and  worthy 
man  will  insist  upon  another  man*8  drinking 
wine.  As  to  the  wine  twenty  years  in  the 
cdUr, — of  ten  men,  three  sa^  this,  merely 
becanse  they  most  say  something;  three  are 
telliijg  a  lie,  when  they  say  they  hare  hod  the 
wine  twenty  years;  tnree  would  rather  save 
the  wine;  one,  perhaps,  cares.  I  allow  it  is 
ro:iiciliifl^  to  please  one*s  company;  and  people 
an!  always  pleased  with  those  who  partake 
pleasure  witn  them.  But  after  a  man  has 
tjniught  himself  to  relinquish  the  great  personal 
ploasure  which  arises  from  drinking  wme,  any 
other  consideration  is  a  trifle.  To  please  others 
))T  drinking  wine,  is  sometliinff  only,  if  there 
be  noiliing  agiunst  it.  I  shoum,  however,  be 
Hury  to  oflend  worthy  men :  — 

*  CunI  be  the  verse,  how  well  toe*er  it  flow. 
That  ti.'mi«  to  make  one  worthy  nuui  my  foe.*  ** 

BoswiLL.  *^  Curst  be  the  spring,  the  water.*' 
Jouxsoic.  ^But  let  us  consider  what  a  sad 
thin;^  it  would  be,  if  we  were  obliged  to  drink 
or  (io  any  thin**  else  that  may  happen  to  be 
izn-«iblc'  to  the  company  where  we  are.** 
LiNUToa.  **By  the  same  rule,  you  must  join 
«iib  a  gang  of  rut-purses."  JouiisoN.  **  Yes, 
^ir ;  but  yet  we  must  do  justice  to  wine :  we 
ibtt«t  allow  it  the  power  it  possesses.    To  make 

*  man  pleased  with  himself,  let  me  tell  you, 
'\*  d«»mg  a  very  great  thing  ;— 

*  Si  patris  ▼olumut,  u  noUa  TiTere  cari.'  ** ' 

I  was  at  this  time  myself  a  water-drinker, 
<i  *m  trial,  by*  Johnson  s  recommendation. 
•l«>n?t9oif.  "Boswell  is  a  bolder  combatant  than 
""  r  Jiishua :  he  argues  for  wine  without  the 
>'"ip  of  wine ;  but  Sir  Joshua  with  it.**  Sib 
^•**WA  Rbthoum.  ^But  to  please  one*s  com- 
fin  J  i^  A  strong  motiye.**  Johnson  (who, 
i''^>m  drinking  only  water,  supposed  every  bodv 
*•!>->  drank  wine  to  be  elevated).  **I  wont 
^'zne  onv  more  with  you,  Sir.  Yon  are  too 
itf  gon».^  8u  Joshua.  *^I  should  have 
Uioai'bt  so  mdeed,  bir,  had  1  made  such  a  speech 
M  jou  have  now  done.**  Johnson  fdrawing 
bmirclf  in,  and,  I  really  thought,  blushing). 
"  »VaT,  don*t  be  angry.  I  did  not  mean  to  oflend 
voQ.  Sib  JoanuA.  ^  At  first  the  taste  of  wine 
w  (Itugrecable  to  me  ;  but  I  brought  myself 
^  <h-iak  it,  Uiat  I  mi<;ht  be  like  other  people. 
1^*  pleasure  of  drinking  wine  is  so  connected 
*ith  pleasing  yoor  company,  that  nltojrelher 
^We  is  souietnincof  social  goodness  m  it.** 
•''ii'soN.  **  Sir,  this  is  only  saying  the  same 
^a^  over  apiin.**  Sib  Joshua.  **  No,  this  is 
^CV'**    Johnson.    **  You  put  it  in  new  words, 


I     M 


('  «•  mmU  U99  withtai  ear  prop«r  trhere, 
t>*arioovn«lv««,  and  to  ooreoonlrjr  amw.** 

~  ftmteh.  —  C. 


but  it  is  an  old  thought.  This  is  one  of  the 
disadvantages  of  wine,  it  makes  a  man  mistake 
words  for  Uioughts.**  Boswbix.  ^  I  think  it  is 
a  new  thought ;  at  least,  it  is  in  a  new  attitude,^ 
Johnson.  ^  Najr,  Sir,  it  is  only  in  a  new  coat ; 
or  an  old  coat  with  a  new  facing.**  Then,  laugh- 
ing heartily :  **  It  is  the  old  dog  in  the  new 
doublet.  An  extraordinary  instance,  how- 
ever, may  occur,  where  a  man*s  patron  will  do 
nothing  for  him,  unless  he  will  drink :  there 
may  be  a  good  reason  for  drinking.** 

1  mentioned  a  nobleman,  who  I  oelieved  was 
really  uneasy  if  his  company  would  not  drink 
hard.  Johnson.  **That  is  from  having  had 
people  about  him  whom  he  has  been  accustomed 
to  command.**  Boswbix.  ^*  Supposin^I  should 
be  tete-a-tete  with  him  at  table?**  Johnsox. 
'^  Sir,  there  is  no  more  reason  for  your  drink- 
ing with  Atm,  than  his  being  sober  with  yon.** 
Boswbll.  *•  Why,  that  is  true  ;  for  it  would 
do  him  less  hurt  to  be  sober,  than  it  would  do 
me  to  get  drunk.**  Johnson.  ^*  Yes,  Sir ;  and 
from  what  I  have  heord  of  him,  one  would 
not  wish  to  sacrifice  himself  to  such  a  man. 
If  he  must  always  have  somebody  to  drink  with 
him,  he  should  buy  a  slave,  and  then  he  would 
be  sure  to  have  it.  They  who  submit  to  drink 
as  anotlier  pleases,  make  themselves  his  slaves.** 
Boswbu*.  ^*But,  Sir,  you  will  surely  make 
allowance  for  the  duty  of  hospitality.  A  gen- 
tleman who  loves  drinking,  comes  to  visit  nic.** 
Johnson.  **  Sir,  a  man  knows  whom  he  visits ; 
he  comes  to  the  table  of  a  sober  man.**  Bos- 
well.  "  But,  Sir,  you  and  I  should  not  have 
been  so  well  received  in  the  Highlands  and 
Hebrides,  if  I  had  not  drunk  with  our  worthy 
friends.  Had  I  drunk  water  only  as  you  did, 
they  would  not  have  been  so  cordial.  John- 
son. "•  Sir  William  Temple  mentions,  that  in 
his  travels  through  the  Netherlands  he  had 
two  or  tliree  gentlemen  witli  him ;  and  when 
a  bumper  was  necessary,  he  put  it  on  them. 
Were  I  to  travel  agwn  through  the  isLuids,  I 
would  have  Sir  Joshua  with  me  to  take  the 
bumpers.**  Boswbix.  **  But,  Sir,  let  me  put  a 
case.  Suppose  Sir  Joshua  should  take  a  jaunt 
into  Scotland ;  he  does  me  the  honour  to  pay 
me  a  vi^it  at  my  house  in  the  country ;  I  am 
overjoyed  at  seeing  him;  we  arc  ouite  by  our- 
selves: shidl  I  unsocisbly  and  cnurliiilily  lot 
him  sit  drinking  by  himself?  No,  no,  my  dear 
Sir  Joaliua,  you  shall  not  be  treated  so ;  1 
wiU  take  a  bottle  with  you.** 
^  The  celebrated  Mrs.  Budd*  being  men- 
tioned :  Johnson.  ^  FiAeen  years  ago,  I  should 
have  gone  to  see  her.**  Spottiswoodis.  ^  Be- 
cause she  was  fifteen  years  yonnger  ?  **  John- 
son. ^  No,  Sir ;  but  now  they  hftve  a  trick  of 
putting  every  thing  into  the  newspapers.** 

He  begged  of  General  Paoli  to  repeat  one  of 
the  introductory  stanzas  of  the  first  book  of 
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the  corner  of  St.  James*)!  Place,  to  which  he 
had  been  directed,  but  not  dearlj,  for  he 
■earched  about  some  time,  and  conld  not  find 
it  at  first ;  and  said,  ^  To  direct  one  onlj  to  a 
comer  shop  18  ioyinfrwith  one.**  I  supposed 
he  meant  Uiis  as  a  ^ay  upon  the  word  Coy :  it 
was  the  first  time  that  I  knew  him  stoop  to  such 
sport.  After  he  had  been  some  time  in  the 
shop,  he  sent  for  me  to  come  out  of  the  coach, 
and  help  him  to  chooM  a  pair  of  silver 
buckles,  as  those  he  had  were  too  smalL  Pro- 
bably this  alteration  in  dress  had  been  sug- 
gested hy  Mrs.  Thrale,  by  associating  with 
whom,  ids  external  appearance  was  miurh  im- 
proved. He  got  better  clothes ;  and  the  dark 
colour,  from  which  he  never  deviated,  was 
enlivened  by  metal  buttons.  His  wigs,  too, 
were  much  better;  and,  during  their  travels 
in  France,  he  was  furnished  with  a  Paris-made 
wi^  of  handsome  construction.' 

This  choosing  of  silver  buckles  was  a  nego- 
tiation :  »*  Sir,"  said  he,  "  I  will  not  haVe  the 
ridiculous  large  ones  now  in  fashion ;  and  I 
will  give  no  more  than  a  guinea  for  a  pair.** 
Such  were  the  principUs  of  the  business ;  and, 
after  some  examiwition,  he  was  fitted.  As  wc 
drove  along,  I  found  him  in  a  talking  humour, 
of  which  I  availed  myself.  Boswbix.  **  I  was 
this  morning  in  Ridley*s  shop,  Sir ;  and  was 
told,  that  the  collection  called  ^JohnBoniana  Pp. 
479.]  had  sold  very  much.**  Johkson.  "  x  et 
the  *  Journey  to  the  Hebrides*  has  not  had  a 

Sreat  sale.***  Boswell.  "That  is  strange.** 
OHNSON.  *^  Yes,  Sir ;  for  in  that  book  I  have 
told  t!ie  world  a  great  deal  that  they  did  not 
know  before." 

Bos w ELL.  "I drank  chocolate.  Sir,  this  morn- 
ing with  Mr.  Eld ;  and,  to  my  no  small  surprise, 
found  him  to  be  a  Staffordshire  Whif,  a  oeing 
which  I  did  not  believe  had  existed.  Johxi- 
80N.  **  Sir,  there  are  rascals  in  idl  countries.*' 
BoswELL.  "  Eld  said,  a  Tory  was  a  creature 
generated  between  a  nonjuring  parson  and 
one*8  grandmother.**  Johhsoh.  ^  And  I  have 
always  said,  the  first  Whig  was  the  Devil.** 
BoswBLL.  **  He  certainly  was.  Sir.  The  Devil 
was  impatient  of  subordination ;  he  was  the 
first  who  resisted  power  :— 

*  Better  to  reign  in  hell,  than  serve  in  heaven.*  ** 
At  General  PaolPs  were  Sir  Joshua  Bey- 


1  In  fvneral  hit  wlfi  were  Twy  thabbf ,  uod  their  ibtv  puts 
were  Ininied  awav  bjr  the  nmr  approach  of  Uie  candle,  wlikh 
hit  •hort-tlAhtedness  rendered  necessarr  In  reading.  At 
Screatham.  Mr.  Thrale't  hotler  always  kept  a  better  wig 
In  hi*  own  hands,  with  which  he  met  Mmmm  at  the  |>arlnur- 
door,  when  the  heU  had  called  him  down  to  dinner ;  and  this 
liHUmmi  cenfoionf  was  perfbnned  every  dar.^CacvBjnk 

*  Here  he  either  was  mlatahcn,  or  had  •  dMhrent  nocloa  of 


an  extentivc  tale  (rem  wl»at  I*  geiieralljr  Mitertaloed:  for  the 
fact  it.  that  four  tlMHi«nd  copfea  of  that  excellent  work  were 
•old  very  quickly.  A  new  edithm  hat  been  printed  tinee  hit 
death,  betidet  that  fai  the  eollecUon  of  hte  workt.  —  Bovwaax. 
Another  edition  baa  lieen  printed  lince  Mr.  Boawelt  wrote 
Che  above,  beeidee  repeated  edltiene  in  tlie  general  collection 
of  hit  workt  daring  the  last  twenty  yeara.  >.  Malo^i.  IS04. 
Hannah  More  layt.  that  **  Cadell  the  piiblUber  told  her,  that 
be  had  aold  4000  the  Snt  week."  —  Ltff,  vol.  i.  p.  10.  Tbit 
ntaleatlrtt.  made  Jehneen  think 
eanir — C«omb,IM». 


nolds^  Mr.  Lan^on,    Marchess  Ghenrdi  of 
Lombardy,  and  Mr,  John  SpotUnroode  iIk 
youn^r,  of  Spottiswoode  ',  ue  lolicitor.  .\t 
this  time  fears  of  an  invasion  were  circulated;  to 
obviate  which  Mr.  Spottiswoode  obeerred,  tUt 
Mr.  Eraser,  the  en^neer,  who  had  lately  cooe 
from  Dunkirk,  said,  that  the  yrench  had  thr 
same  fears  of  ns.    Jooxsov.  **  It  is  thus  tb: 
mutual  cowardice  keeps  us  in  peace.   AVere 
one  half  of  mankind  brave,  and  one  half  cow- 
ards, the  brave  would  be  always  hettuu  *u 
cowards.    "Were  all  brave,  they  wofuld  W.  i  ^ 
very  uneasjr  life;  all  would  be  oootinuallj  i. fil- 
ing but  being  all  cowards,  we  go  on  len  vtl' 
We  talked  of  drinking  wine.    Joh»o!i.  ^  I 
require  wine  only  when  I  am  alone.    lb' 
then  often  wished  for  it,  and  often  takto  r..* 
Spottiswooob.  ^  What,  by  way  of  a  coiD{iin.  .z. 
SirP**    JoRsaoN.  **To  get  rid  of  mysclu'v 
send  myself  away.    Wine  gives  great  |.l(u^  ir' . 
and  every  pleasure  is  of  itself  a  good.   Ii  i>  i 
good,  unless  counterbalanced  by  eviL   A  !•:: 
mav  have  a  strong  reason  not  to  drink  vr. 
and  that  may  be  greater  than  the  pit^«  * 
Wine  makes  a  man  better  pleased  witli  1 1  - 
self.    I  do  not  say  that  it  makes  him  c 
pleasing  to  others.    Sometimes  it  doev   I 
the  danger  is,  that  while  a  man  grow^  U< 
pleased  with  himself^  he  may  be  grovin: 
pleasing    to    others.  ^     Wine   gives  s  o^ 
nothing.    It  neither  gives  him  knowkdj^  > 
wit ;  it  only  animates  a  man,  and  enabi*' ' 
to  bring  out  what  a  dread  of  the  compa^}  > 
repressed.    It  only  puta  in  motion  «:^' 
been  locked  up  in  frost.     But  this  nar  I  .* 
or  it  maj  be  bad.**      Spomswoona    *^ 
Sir,  wine  is  a  key  which  opens  a  box ;  I  ^t  * 
box  may  be  either  full  or  empty  f  **    J^'^'^  ^ ' 
"Xay,  Sir,  conversation  is  tne  kev  :  «•: 
picklock,  which  forces  open  the  \x^\,  'f'- 
jures  it.    A  man  should  cultivate  hia  l  . 
us  to  have  that  confidence  and  resdir^.^'  ^ 
out  wine,  which  wine  gives.**     Boswni.  ' ' 
great  difficulty  of  reaisting  wine  b  fh«  •  > ' 
volence.    For  instance,  a  good  v«r<\^  ' 
asks  you  to  taste  his  wise,  v^ich  kr  ti»  ^ 
twenty  years  in  his  cellar."    Joasaon.  -  ^ 
all  this  notion  about  beoerolence  ari*'*  f*^-  * 
maa*s  imagining  himself  to  be  of  B«rv  ir:*  ' 
anoe  to  oSiers  than  he  reallT  ia    Vi»  ^ 
care  a  farthing  whether  he  dnaks  wir^*  tf  f 


•  In  the  pbfateoloitT 

John  Spottuwoodc.  the  >twiiger. 
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Sib  JoMiTA  Retxoum.  **  Yes,  they  do  for  the 
time.**  JoRmoii.  ^  For  the  time !  If  ihnj 
care  this  minate,  ther  forget  it  the  next.  And 
u  for  the  good  wortbj  man,  how  do  you  know 
he  M  good  «ad  worthy  ?  No  good  and  worthy 
man  will  inaist  upon  another  man's  drinking 
wine.  As  to  the  wine  twenty  years  in  the 
cclUr,— of  ten  men,  three  aajr  this,  merely 
became  they  most  say  something ;  three  are 
teliiiig  a  lie,  when  ther  say  they  hare  had  the 
wine  twenty  years;  three  would  rather  save 
the  wine;  one,  perimps,  cares.  I  allow  it  is 
romcthiag  to  please  one*s  company;  and  people 
an*  always  pleased  with  thoiie  who  partake 
pk-flsure  with  them.  But  after  a  man  has 
!>n)iight  himself  to  relinquish  the  ^eat  personal 
pleasure  which  arises  from  drinking  wme,  any 
other  consideration  is  a  trifle.  To  please  others 
iiy  (Innking  wine,  is  something  only,  if  there 
JO  noiliing  against  it.  I  shoum,  howerer,  be 
sorry  to  oflend  worthy  men :  -^ 

*  Cant  be  the  rcrse,  how  well  toe'er  it  flow, 
'Hut  tend^  to  make  one  worthy  man  my  foe.'  *' 

ItoswELL.  ^^  Curst  be  the  *pring^  the  water,** 
JouxsoM.  "But  let  us  consider  what  a  sad 
thin;^  it  would  be,  if  we  were  obliged  to  drink 
•>r  do  any  thin;;  else  that  may  happen  to  be 
ajn«eil>Ic  to  tho  company  where  we  are." 
L4\cToa.  **By  the  same  rule,  you  must  ioin 
« iili  a  gang  of  cut-purses."  Joumsom.  **  Yes, 
Sir ;  but  yet  we  must  do  justice  to  wine :  we 
mu4t  allow  it  the  power  it  possesses.  To  make 
A  man  pleased  witli  himself,  let  me  tell  you, 
i»  Ji>iiig  a  very  great  thing ; — 

*  Si  patri«  ToIumiM,  u  noUa  riwtn  cari.* "  ■ 

I  was  at  this  time  myself  a  water-drinker, 
ti  om  trial,  by*  Johnson's  recommendation. 
Jon!«aoK.  ^Boswell  is  a  bolder  combatant  than 
""  r  Joshua :  he  argues  for  wine  without  the 
^'"\p  of  wine ;  but  Sir  Joshua  with  it.**  Sib 
*I"«uuA  RsTSfouM.  ^^Bnt  to  please  one*s  com- 
Mtif  is  A  strong  motiye.**  Johnsoic  (who, 
'  '>m  drinking  only  water,  supposed  every  bodv 
*'  l''>  drank  wine  to  be  elevated).  **  I  won  t 
r:ae  anr  more  with  you.  Sir.  Yon  are  too 
tor  gort'*.'^  Si»  Joshua.  **I  should  have 
Uiou.:bi  so  mdeed,  Sir,  had  1  made  such  a  speech 
Si  70U  have  now  done.**  Jobhsoh  fdrawing 
biauelf  in,  and,  I  really  thought,  blu.shiii|;). 
"  Nav,  don't  be  angry.  I  did  not  mean  to  oflend 
J'^a.  Sim  JoanuA.  **  At  first  the  taste  of  wine 
*«s  (llugrecable  to  me  ;  but  I  brought  myself 
t<)  drink  it,  that  I  mi<;lit  be  like  other  people. 
T^*  pleasure  i»f  drinking  wine  is  so  connected 
*itb  pleasing  your  company,  that  alto«|rether 
tbere  is  something  of  social  goodness  m  it.** 
•l<>ii^so*.  **  Sir,  thia  is  only  saying  the  same 
*bing  ever  again.**  Sib  Josbca.  *^  No,  this  is 
'^    JoHsaox.    "  Yon  put  it  in  new  words. 


'  "  If  w«  v4mU  liv*  vtthhi  oar  proprr  tfiherc. 
Dear  to  uurnl»w,  and  t»  oar  coaotr  j  dear  " 


ri.  — C. 


but  it  is  an  old  lhon<rht.  This  b  one  of  the 
disadvantages  of  wine,  it  makes  a  man  mistcike 
words  for  Uioughts.**  Boswbix.  **  I  think  it  is 
a  new  thought ;  at  least,  it  is  in  a  new  attitude,** 
JoBHSON.  ^  Nay,  Sir,  it  is  only  in  a  new  coat ; 
or  an  old  coat  with  a  new  facing.**  Then,  laugh- 
ing heartily :  "It  is  the  old  dog  in  the  new 
doublet.  An  extraordinary  instance,  how- 
ever, may  occur,  where  a  man*s  patron  will  do 
nothing  for  him,  unless  he  will  drink :  tliere 
may  be  a  good  reason  for  drinking.**  ^ 

1  mentioned  a  nobleman,  who  I  oelieved  was 
really  uneasy  if  his  company  would  not  drink 
hard.  JoBHSOif.  *^That  is  from  having  had 
people  about  him  whom  he  has  been  accustomed 
to  commann.**  Boswbll.  ^*  Supposing  I  should 
be  tete-d'tete  with  him  at  table?**  Jobnson. 
^*  Sir,  there  is  no  more  reason  for  your  drink- 
ing with  Aim,  tlian  his  being  sober  with  youJ^ 
Boswell.  ''Why,  that  is  true ;  for  it  would 
do  him  less  hurt  to  be  sober,  than  it  would  do 
me  to  get  drunk.**  Johnson.  ^*  Yes,  Sir ;  and 
from  what  I  have  heard  of  him,  one  would 
not  wish  to  sacrifice  himself  to  such  a  man. 
If  he  must  always  have  somebody  to  drinlc  with 
him,  he  should  buy  a  slave,  and  then  he  would 
be  sure  to  have  it.  They  who  submit  to  drink 
as  another  pleases,  make  themselves  his  slaves.** 
BoawBix.  **But,  Sir,  you  will  surely  make 
allowance  for  the  duty  of  hospitality.  A  gen- 
tleman who  loves  drinking,  conies  to  visit  me.** 
J0BN8ON.  **  Sir,  a  man  knows  whom  he  visits  ; 
he  comes  to  the  table  of  a  sober  man.**  Bos- 
WBLU  "  But,  Sir,  you  and  I  should  not  have 
been  so  well  received  in  the  Highlands  and 
Hebrides,  if  I  had  not  drunk  with  our  worthy 
friends.  Had  I  drunk  water  only  as  you  did, 
they  would  not  have  been  so  cordial.  Joun- 
SON.  ^  Sir  William  Temple  mentions,  that  in 
his  travels  through  the  Netherlands  he  had 
two  or  three  gentlemen  witli  him ;  and  when 
a  bumper  was  necessary,  he  put  it  on  them. 
Were  I  to  travel  again  through  the  islands,  I 
would  have  Sir  Joshua  with  me  to  take  t)ic 
bumpers.**  Boswbix.  **  But,  Sir,  let  me  put  a 
case.  Suppose  Sir  Joshua  should  take  a  jaunt 
into  Scotmnd ;  he  does  me  the  honour  to  pay 
me  a  vifit  at  my  house  in  the  country ;  I  am 
overjoyed  at  seeing  him;  we  arc  ouite  by  otir- 
selves:  shall  I  unsociably  and  cnurlishly  lot 
him  sit  drinking  by  himself?  Ko,  no,  my  dear 
Sir  Josliua,  you  shall  not  be  treated  so ;  I 
wiH  take  a  bottle  with  you.** 

The  celebrated  Mrs.  Rudd*  being  men- 
tioned :  JoBRSoM.  **  Fifteen  years  ago,  I  should 
huve  gone  to  see  her.**  SromswooDR.  **  Be- 
cause she  waa  fifteen  years  younger  ?  **  Jorn- 
soB.  **  No,  Sir ;  but  now  they  have  a  trick  of 
putting  every  thing  into  the  newspapers.** 

He  begged  of  Cicneral  Paoli  to  rcfieat  one  of 
the  introductory  stanzas  of  the  first  book  of 
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Tasso's  "  Jerusalem,"  which  he  did  ;  and  then 
Johnson  found  fault  with  the  simile  of  sweeten- 
ing the  edges  of  a  cup  for  a  child ',  being 
transferred  from  Lucretnis  into  an  epic  poem. 
The  General  said  he  did  not  imagine  Homer*s 
poetry  was  so  ancient  as  is  sufiposed,  because 
ne  ascribes  to  a  Greek  colony  circumstances  of 
refinement  not  found  in  Greece  itself  at  a  later 
period,  when  Thucydides  wrote.'  Johhson. 
*•  I  recollect  but  one  passage  quoted  by  Thu- 
cydides  from  Homer,  which  is  not  to  be  found 
in  our  copies  of  Homer*8  works ;  I  am  for  the 
antiquity  of  Homer,  and  think  that  a  Grecian 
colony,  by  being  nearer  Persia,  might  be  more 
refined  than  the  mother  country.** 

On  Wednesday,  April  29.,  I  dined  with  him 
at  Mr.  Allan  Kamsay*s,  where  were  Lord 
Binning,  Dr.  Robertson  the  historian.  Sir 
Joshua  Reynolds,  and  the  Honourable  Mrs. 
Boscawen ',  widow  of  the  Admiral,  and  mother 
of  the  present  Viscount  Falmouth  ;  of  whom, 
if  it  be  not  presumptuous  in  me  to  praise  her, 
I  would  say,  that  her  manners  are  the  most 
apjrecable,  and  her  conversation  the  best,  of 
any  lady  with  whom  I  ever  had  the  happiness 
to  be  acquainted.  Before  Johnson  came,  we 
talked  a  good  deal  of  him.  Ramsay  said,  he 
had  always  found  him  a  very  polite  man,  and 
that  he  treated  him  with^reat  respect,  which 
he  did  very  sincerely.  I  said,  I  worshipped 
him.  Robertson.  ^  But  some  of  you  spoil 
him  :  you  should  not  worship  him ;  you  should 
worship  no  man."  Boswell.  "  I  cannot  help 
worshipping  him,  he  is  so  much  su|)erior  to 
other  men."  Rodertson.  **  Li  criticism,  and 
in  wit  and  conversation,  he  is,  no  doubt,  very 
excellent ;  but  in  other  respects  he  is  not  above 
other  men  :  he  will  believe  any  thing,  and  will 
strenuously  defend  the  most  minute  circum- 
stance connected  with  the  church  of  England." 
BoswELL.  "  believe  me,  Doctor,  you  are  much 
mistaken  as  to  this ;  for  when  you  talk  with 
him  calmly  in  private,  he  is  very  liberal  in  his 
way  of  thinking."  Robertson.  "  He  and  I 
have  been  always  very  gracious :  the  first  time 
I  met  him  was  one  evening  at  Strahan*3,  when 
he  had  just  had  an  unlucky  altercation  with 
Adam  Smith*,  to  whom  he  had  been  so  rough, 
that  Strahan,  afler  Smith  was  ^one,  had  re- 
monstrated with  him,  and  told  him  that  I  was 
coming  soon,  and  that  he  was  uneasy  to  think 
that  he  might  behave  m  the  same  manner  to 
*  No,  no.  Sir  (said  Johnson),  I  warrant 


me. 


you,   Robertson  and  I  shall  do  very  well.' 
Accordingly  he  was  gentle  and  good-humoured 


1  Th^  fvifuiff^s  urt  in  the  Jemsalrm.  canto  i.  it. 3.,  and  In 

LiHrrtiu*.  I.  9  i'*..  and  ngain.  iv.  IS — CauKta. 

■  The  qtiot.ulont  m  tlie  third  l»ook  of  ThucjrdM«  ar«  not 
from  th<^  Jtial  or  Odymrv,  but  fmtn  thp  Hffmn  tn  ApttUo, 
attributeJ  to  Homer.  It  i*.  ai  Lord  \berdrH.*n  ohs^rvo  to 
me.  remnrkiihle  th^t  the  mott  judicious  of  the  (ireek  hit- 
toriani  ihnuld  have  quoted  thi«  hymn,  not  onlr  without 
expm«lMj;  nnjr  doubt  of  it«  authrntu-ilT,  liut  a<'hi<>torical 
pronf.  —  more  r»p«'Ci  \\\y  as  In  the  first  book  of  h'\%  Ilutorjr 
there  i*  |trf»r  evldi'tm*  of  areal  spirit  of  irii|n|']r.  and  of  tome- 
thinff  liko  the  phitocuphical  criilcum  of  moderu  tiine».** 
—  CaoKKB.  1M7. 


and  courteous  with  mo,  the  whole  ereninjr;  | 
and  he  has  been  bo  upon  every  ooruion  ihst 
we  have  met  since.     1  hare  often  said  (UupIi- 
inc),  that  I  have  been  in  a  great  measure  I 
indebted  to  Smith   for  my  gofjd  TCoeptioiL'  • 
BoswELL.    *'  His  power  of  reasooing  n  rert  | 
strong,  and  he  has  a  peculiar  art  of  dnwio; 
characters,  which  is  as  rare  as  good  portnit 
painting.**    SxB  Joshua  Retnolm.    **Ue  b 
undoubtedly  admirable  in  this ;  bat,  ia  onkr 
to  mark  the  characters  which  he  draws,  k(  ' 
overcharges  them,  and  gives  people  morf  tltia 
they  really  have,  whether  of  good  or  tMd.'        | 

No  sooner  did  he,  of  whom  we  bad  been  tboi 
talking  so  easily,  arrive,  than  we  were  ill  if 
quiet  as  a  school  upon  the  entrance  of  the  ht^ai- 
master ;  and  we  very  soon  sat  down  to  a  bi'V 
covered  with  such  a  variety  of  good  tbinjrs,  i» 
contributed  not  a  little  to  dispose  turn  to  br 
pleased. 

Ramsay.  *^  I  am  old  enough  ^  to  have  b^-o 
a  contemporary  of  Pope,  llis  poetry  wj^ 
highly  admired  in  his  life-time,  more  a  ^-^ 
deal  than  after  his  death.**  Johksoii.  **  S  . 
it  has  not  been  less  admired  since  his  ^^y^-  • 
no  authors  ever  had  so  much  fame  in  their  <  v-^ 
life- time  as  Pope  and  Voltaire ;  and  Y^^y* 
poetry  has  been  as  much  admired  sioa*  J* 
death  as  during  his  life :  it  has  only  not  U-*'- 
as  much  talked  of;  but  that  is  owing  t<^  -^ 
being  now  more  distant,  and  People  bar.'^: 
other  writings  to  tilk  of.  Virgil  is  less  tai'i'  * 
of  than  Pope,  and  Homer  b  less  talked  of  th? 
Virgil ;  but  they  are  not  less  admired.  ^^  • 
must  read  what  the  world  reads  at  tbe  ny 
ment.  It  has  been  maintained  that  thif  f^'*** 
fetation,  this  teeming  of  the  press  in  ni^-'  '^ 
times,  is  prejudicial  to  good  literalan'.  J*- 
cause  it  obliges  us  to  read  so  Aiuch  of  « '  -'  -^ 
of  inferior  value,  in  order  to  be  in  the  fa**  '  • 
80  that  better  works  are  neglected  for  «-:  - 
time,  because  a  man  will  have  more  gntit>  i- 
tion  of  his  vanity  in  conversation,  from  bsTi?: 
read  modem  books,  than  from  havins  r*' 
the  best  works  of  antiquity.  But  it  rnuft  ^ 
considered,  that  we  have  now  more  kno«.'*^ 
generally  diffused:  all  our  ladies  rcaJ  »»•»• 
which  is  a  great  extension.  Modem^  wr.:-* 
are  the  moons  of  literature;  thcv  shin*  *'' 
reflected  light,  with  light  borrowed  fn  a  t. 
nncients.  Greece  appears  to  me  to  l<  '*^ 
fountain  of  knowledge ;  Rome  of  elf7»»^ 
Ramsat.  "  I  suppose  Homer's  '  Iliad'  ««'  *■ 
a  collection  of  pieces  which  had  been  wn:'*^ 
before  his  time.    I  should  like  to  see  a  trv- 


s  FrancM,  daoKhter  of  Wtlltem  Kwlini  Clmi^»  1^** 
married.  In  174S.  to  Admiral  BoMmwen.     Sb*  4v4  "  * 

ThU  excellent  and  hi|rhly-iriaed  \mAf  n»«k**a  «t-«>^ 
figure  In  the  rorre«pond«nca  of  Mr*.  Mottia^^  Krtt^^ 
and  Hannah  More. .— Caoikta. 

*  This,  probably,  w.u  tb#  Kfwe.  the  emiMKiw  *•  •  * 
reprrtentatlon  of  which  may  hat*  (ivw  nm  t«  r»  ■•* 
Mtllrr'i  icandaloiu  anecdote.      S«r   «■*,  ^  SL  a  ^  ' 

CaoKKft. 

^  Mr.  RamUT  wa»  at  ktil  St  <«a«l.  ^  ^:%  »>  »  ^  ' 
Pope'*  death.  —  Caoata. 
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lition  of  it  in  poetical  proie,  like  the  book  of 
Rath  or  Job.  Robutsok.  **  Would  yon. 
Dr.  JohntoSv  who  are  a  master  of  the  Ens lish 
lioguage,  but  try  joor  hand  upon  a  part  ofit  ?" 
JoHKsov.  **  Sir,  Toa  would  not  read  it  with- 
out the  pleaanre  or  TerN.** ' 

We  talked  of  antiquarian  researchee.  Johh- 
sox.  **  All  that  is  reallj  huntm  of  the  ancient 
ftate  of  Britain  is  contained  in  a  few  pages. 
We  COM  know  no  more  than  what  the  old 
#riten  hare  told  us;  yet  what  large  books 
hare  we  upon  it,  the  whole  of  which,  excepting 
inch  parts  as  are  taken  from  those  old  writers, 
is  ill  a  dream,  such  as  YHittaker's  '  Man- 
chester.* I  hare  heard  Henry*s  *  History  of 
Britain*  well  spoken  of;  I  am  told  it  is  carried 
on  in  separate  divisions,  as  the  civil,  the  mili- 
tary, the  religious  history.  I  wish  much  to 
ksTeona  branch  well  done,  and  that  is  the 
history  of  manners,  of  common  life.**  Robbbt- 
los.  *^  Henry  should  have  applied  his  atten- 
tion to  that  alone,  which  is  enough  for  any 
mao ;  and  he  might  have  found  a  great  deu 
Kattered  in  various  books,  had  he  read  solely 
vith  that  view.  Henry  erred  in  not  selling 
his  fiiYt  volume  at  a  moderate  price  to  the 
bookidlen,  that  they  miffht  have  pushed  him 
on  till  he  had  got  reputation.  I  sold  my  *  His- 
tory ofScotUnd  at  a  moderate  prioje,  as  a  work 
hj  which  the  booksellers  mignt  either  gain  or 
Mt;  and  Cadell  has  told  me,  that  Millar  and 
he  ha?e  got  six  thousand  pounds  by  it.  I 
•towaids  received  a  much  higher  price  for 
ttj  writings.  An  author  should  sell  his  first 
work  for  what  the  booksellers  will  give,  till  it 
■hill  appear  whether  he  is  an  author  of  merit, 
or,  whin  is  the  same  thing  as  to  purchsse- 
■ooey,  an  author  who  pleases  the  puolic.** 

Dr.  Robertson  expatiated  on  the  character 
tf  a  certain  nobleman  [Lord  Clive]  ;  that  he 
*M  one  of  the  strongest-minded  men  that  ever 
Ii?ed;  that  he  would  sit  in  company  auite 
•ts^jHsh,  while  there  was  nothing  to  call  forth 
^  IB  tellectaal  vigour ;  but  the  moment  that 
asj  important  subject  was  started,  for  in- 
*>*see,  how  this  conntrf  is  to  be  defended 
*0MMt  a  French  invasion,  he  would  rouse 
^uMel(  and  show  his  extraordinary  talents, 
*i^  the  most  powerfid  ability  and  animation. 
Joissov.  ■*  Yet  this  man  cut  his  own  throat 
^  true  strong  and  sound  mind  is  the  mind 
^  can  embrace  equally  great  things  and 
i««U.  Now,  I  am  told  the  King  of  Prussia 
*iU  My  to  a  servant,  '  Bring  me  a  bottle  of 
"Kh  s  wine,  which  came  in  such  a  year ;  it 


TMi  wiiwiwiiu,  which  M^MM  Dtrfcr  mad«  In  Tain, 
ta  our  owa  lanfuag*.  bf  the  •dkor  of 
re  tBoit  «MMr  ttitok  very  mMaty  oT  hit 
Ihal  Dr,  iobatoo  was  In  Um  right.  And 
■  oT  TMljiMlaa,  haa  mimntAj  failed  In  hie 
..  tamwwix.  It  b  the  nshton  to  call 
Crilura»  ao>«  by  the 
hrttllMMy  tt  ondeobtedly 
J  asd  tf^ninw  Like  m  ei 
y*»  '^•tm  HcCnrv,  the  oatllne  to  exacC 
ft^  eal0«iM  to  ahiOBt.  It  to,  however,  the  neerett  por- 
!r>s  *•  heveefllMnr.  aad  the  BOfv  one  leads  It,  the  hetlar 


hkta 


or  Pope's 

■  deSclent 

Like  an  en|ni«lnff,  or  lepla 

it,  but  the  ehana 


lies  in  such  a  comer  of  the  cellars.*  I  would 
have  a  man  great  in  great  things,  and  elegant 
in  little  things.**  He  said  to  me  afterwards, 
when  we  were  by  ourselves,  **  Bobertson  was 
in  a  mighty  romantic  humour ;  he  talked  of 
one  whom  he  did  not  know ;  but  I  dawned 
him  with  the  King  of  Prussia.**  "« Yes,  Sir,** 
said  I,  **you  threw  a5oftfeat  his  head.** 

An  ingenious  gentleman  was  mentioned,  con- 
cerning whom  both  Robertson  and  Ramsay 
agreed  that  he  had  a  constant  firmness  of  mind ; 
for,  after  a  laborious  day,  and  amidst  a  multi- 
plicity of  cares  and  anxieties,  he  would  sit 
down  with  his  sisters,  and  be  auite  cheerftil 
and  ffood-humoured.  Such  a  aisposition,  it 
was  MMerved,  was  the  happy  gift  of  nature. 
JoHXSoir.  **  I  do  not  think  so :  a  man  has  from 
nature  a  certain  portion  of  mind ;  the  use  he 
makes  of  it  depends  upon  his  own  free  will. 
That  a  man  hsis  always  the  same  firmness  of 
mind,  I  do  not  say :  because  every  man  feels 
his  mind  less  firm  at  one  time  than  another ; 
but  I  think,  a  man*B  being  in  a  good  or  bad 
humour  depends  upon  his  wilL**'  I,  however, 
could  not  nelp  thinking  that  a  inan*s  humour 
is  often  uncontrollable  by  his  will. 

Johnson  harangued  against  drinking  wine. 
**  A  man,**  said  he,  **  may  choose  whether  he 
will  have  abstemiousness  and  knowledge,  or 
claret  and  ignorance.**  Dr.  Robertson  (who  is 
very  companionable)  was  b^inning  to  aissent 
as  to  the  proscription  of  claret.  Johhsoit  (with 
a  placid  smile).  **  Nay,  Sir,  you  shall  not  oiffer 
with  me ;  as  I  have  said  that  the  man  is  most 
perfect  who  takes  in  the  most  things,  I  am  for 
knowledge  and  darct**  Robxbtsoh  (holding 
a  glass  of  senerous  claret  in  his  hand).  **  Sir, 
I  can  onlj  drink  your  health.**  Jomraoir. 
"  Sir,  I  should  be  sorry  if  pom  should  be  ever 
in  such  a  state  as  to  be  able  to  do  nothing 
more.**  Robbbtsoit.  *^Dr.  Johnson,  allow  me 
to  say,  that  in  one  respect  I  have  the  advantage 
of  you :  when  you  were  in  Scotland  you  would 
not  come  to  hear  any  of  our  preachers ;  where- 
as, when  I  am  here,  I  attend  your  public  wor- 
ship without  scruple,  and,  indeed,  with  great 
sadsfiustion.**  Jobbsoh.  ''Why,  Sir,  that  is 
not  so  extraordinary :  the  King  of  Siam  sent 
ambassadors  to  Louis  the  Fourteenth,  but 
Louis  the  Fourteenth  sent  none  to  the  King 
ofSiam.*** 

Here  my  friend  for  once  discovered  a  want 
of  knowledge  or  forsetfulness ;  for  Louis  the 
Fourteenth  did  sena  an  embassy  to  the  King 
of  Siam  \  and  the  Abb^  Choisi,  who  was  em- 


i  I  know  not  that  there  to  on  reeerd  a  asore  strlfclnf  In* 
stance  of  the  coatraiy  of  thto  proposltkm  than  iohnsoA 
htasseir—niiieh  of  whose  **  bed  hnmonr  **  was  ondoobladly 
oonftHvtlooaL — Caoaaa,  ia47. 

•  Mrs.  PloBSl  ceoSdsntly  nwBtloas  thto  as  huwfng  passed 
la  Scotland.  —  JneodsMa,  p.  St.  *  Boawati..  Johnson  Mm* 
self  told  her  the  sisrjr,  but  whether  It  had  happened  In  l.4>ndon 
or  to  Kdtoburfh.  he  probnblx  did  not  state ;  nor  does  It  In 
the  least  daaiee  slnliy.  ^  Cnoaaa,  1847. 

4  The  Am  de  Cbiflil  was  sent  bf  Lonto  XIV.  on  an  en* 
basn  to  the  lUng  of  Slam  In  ISO,  with  aTlew.lt  has  hem 
said,  to  eoDvort  the  htaf  of  tho  eoontry  to  Christianity.  — 


BB 


plojed  in  it>  paUisbed  ao  account  of  it  in  two 
Yoluves. 

Next  dajy  ThursdaY,  April  30.^  I  found 
bim  at  borne  bj  biBwelf.  Johnboh.  ^'  Well, 
Sir,  Ramsay  gave  ub  a  splendid  dinner.  I  lore 
Ramsay,  xou  will  not  find  a  man  in  wboae 
conyeraation  tbere  is  more  instruetioD,  more 
information,  and  more  elcraioQi  than  in  Ram- 
aa/s.  BoawBU..  *^Wbatl  admire  in  Ramsay, 
is  bis  continuing  to  be  so  yoonai**  Johnson. 
^  Wbyi  yes,  Sir,  it  is  to  be  admued.  I  value 
myself  upon  tbis,  tbat  tbere  is  nothing  of  the 
old  man  m  my  conversation.  I  am  now  sixfy- 
eigbt,  and  I  liave  no  more  of  it  than  at  twenty  • 
ei^bt.*'  BoswBLL.  "  But,  Sir,  would  not  you 
wish  to  know  old  age  P  He  who  is  never  an 
old  man,  does  not  Imow  the  whole  of  bunum 
life;  for  old  age  is  one  of  the  divisions  of 
it."  Johnson.  ^^Nay,  Sir,  what  talk  is 
tbis  ?  **  BoswBix.  ''  I  mean,  Sir,  the  Sphinxes 
description  of  it :  — morning,  noon,  saa  night. 
I  would  know  night,  aa  w3L  as  morning  and 
Aoon.**  Johnson.  **  What,  Sir,  would  you 
know  what  it  is  to  feel  the  evils  of  old  age  ? 
Would  yon  have  the  gout?  Would  you  luve 
decrepitude?**  Seeing  bim  heated,  I  would 
not  ar^e  any  farther ;  out  I  was  confident  that 
I  was  m  the  right.  I  would,  in  due  time,  be  a 
Nestor,  an  elder  of  the  people ;  and  there  iftoa^ej 
be  some  difierenoe  between  the  conv€»raatioQ 
of  twenty*eigbt  and  aixty-ek^bt.*  A  grave 
picture  should  not  be  gay.  There  is  a  serene, 
solemn,  pladd  old  age.  Johnson.  *'Mrs. 
Thrale*s  mother  said  of  me  what  flattered  me 
much.  A  clergyman  was  compUining  of  want 
of  society  in  the  country  where  be  lived ;  and 
said,  '  USev  talk  of  noiilf  (tbat  is,  young  cows).' 
'  Sir  (said  Mrs.  Salusbury),  Mr.  Johnson  would 
learn  to  talk  of  runts ;  *  meaninc  that  I  was  a 
man  who  would  make  the  most  of  mj  situation, 
whatever  I  was.**  He  added,  *^  I  tmnk  myself 
a  very  polite  man.** 

On  Saturday,  May  2.,  I  dined  with  lum  at 
Sir  Joshua  ReynoldB*B,  wheve  there  wss  a  very 
large  company,  and  a  great  deal  of  conversa- 
tion ;  bu^  owing  to  some  drcumstaaoe  which 
Icannot  now  recotteet,  Ihsare  no  record  of  any 


th«  AbMde  Cbebi  wms,  m  BMwelt  oomcClf  itatn,  cmljr 
"  einployad  In  It,"  and  tt  wai  in  ncain  of  tbb  mluiao  that 
ibe  Ring  of  Siam  tent  hli  emtuutj  to  Louli.  —  CmatJUt. 

1  Dr.  Johnion's  own  account  of  hii  dinner  engaceraenti 
this  iMdi  slmwt  a  more  extaotin  dimitg  oui  than  Boawell 
menlloot,  or  pertuna  wai  fullj  aware  of. 

** April  aOi  1778.  Since  I  was  fetched  away  tnm  Strratham, 
the  Jonrnal  [of  eogaaemcntsl  ttaada  thuax  ffirtanfay  fSd  oC 
May],  SirJoihua;  Stmdaif,  Mr.  Hoole  i  Monday,  Lord  Lu» 
can  ;  TWidmr.Oen.  Paoll ;  fTAftindknr,  Mr.  Bamaay ;  Tkmn- 
day^  Old  Bailey ;  Pridtuf^  Club ;  &f«ftfay.  Sir  Joshua ; 
8unda§t  Lady  Locan.  Momdof^  pray  let  It  be  Strettham, 
and  very  early ;  do,  now,  let  It  be  very  early  i  for  I  aoay  be 
carried  away^Juat  like  (aanymedeof  Tror.  Do,  now,  let 
me  know  whether  you  wlU  send  for  ne—eafly^-  on  Monday. 
But  take  lomc  care,  or  your  letter  wlLLnot  eomatfll  Toaeday." 
•»  LrUera.  The  dinner  at  the  Old  Bailey  it  one  given  during 
the  Seaelont  la  thoindgee,  oouneel.  and  a  ttw  gueata.  Hw 
venerable  Mr.  Claras,  ubambarlain  of  London*  who  died  In 
1811,  In  hli  ntnetf-thlrt  year,  teld  mo  that  he  remembered 
having  talien  Johnson  to  this  dinner,  ha  being  then  sherlft 
The  judgae  ware  Rtoeiutane  and  Byre.  Mr.  Jnatloe  Bladi- 
stone  coQvarsed  with  Johnaao  oo  tbeouhieeftof  thak- 
Mend,  Sir  Bobert  Chambara.  —  CSaesu. 

'  Juhnaoo  daarly  niaini  (wtet  tlw 


part  of  it,  except  that  tiiere  were  seven!  people  ! 
there  by  no  means  of  the  Johnsonisa  idiim; 
so  that  less  attenlioD  was  paid  ta  Urn  thn 
naual,  which  pot  bim  out  of  hnnoor:  sndun  t 
some  imaginary  offence^  fieom me,  he  tttacttd 
me  with  such  mdenev)  thai  I  was  vexed  $ai  \ 
angry,  because  it  gave  thoee  pesBooa  an  opfKv- 
tunity  of  enlarging  n^on  bis  sofifiosed  ferodtf, 
and  ill  treatment  of  his  best  fnends.    I  w»  »  i 
much  hurt,  and  had  my  pride  so  modi  rooced,  | 
that  I  kept  away  from  him  for  a  week;  asi  . 
perhaps,  n^bt  have  kept  away  nach  loogo,  . 
nay,  ^ne  to  Scotland  withoot  seeing  hiai  wpk,  \ 
bad  not  we  fortunately  met  and  been  reoM- 
ctled.    To  such  unhappy  chances  are  bona 
friendships  liable. 

On  Friday,  Mi^  &,  I  dined  with  bin  at  Mr. 
Langton's,  I  was  reserved  and  silent,  wfaxb  I 
suppose  be  perceived,  and  mi^  reooUect  tk 
cause.  After  dinner,  when  Mr.  Lsngtoa  wai 
called  out  of  the  room,  and  we  were  bj  qb- 
selves,  be  drew  bis  chair  near  to  mine,  lai 
said,  in  a  tone  of  conciliating  oonrtesy,  ^  WdL 
bow  have  you  done?**  Boswux.  **8ir,^ 
have  made  me  very  uneasy  bv  your  bebsTNor 
to  me  when  we  were  last  at  Sff  Jodbua  Key* 
nolds*s.  You  know,  my  dear  Sir,  no  nsa  it 
a  greater  respect  and  afiectian  for  j<m,  « 
would  sooner  go  to  the  end  of  the  woeUL  to  Mm 
you.  Now,  to  treat  me  so  —  .**  He  iaaifted 
that  I  bad  interrupted,  whicb  I  asimed  bin 
was  not  the  case;  and  proceeded — **BBtwkj 
treat  me  so  before  people  who  neither  love  job  ^ 
norme?**  JoHNtoir.  ** Well,  I  aa sony fcr 
it.  1*11  make  it  up  to  you  twenty  difeRSt 
ways,  as  you  pleaae."  Bofwxu^  **  I  swi  to- 
day to  Sir  Joshua,  when  be  obaerved  tbat  joi 
tossed  me  s<mietimes^  I  don*t  eare  hew  ofteaff 
bow  high  he  toeaes  me,  when  only  friodi  m 
present,  for  then  I  fall  upoA  soft  grannd ;  bet 
X  do  not  like  falling  on  atones,  wtieb  ii  the 
case  when  enemies  are  present.  I  think  tfaii 
a  pretty  gtNKi  image.  Sir.*'  JoBRsev.  *  ^* 
it  IS  one  of  the  lumpiest  I  have  ever  hcsriT' 

The  truth  is,  there  was  no  vcMS  is  ^ 
wounds  wbidi  be  inflicted  at  any  tim^  nsk" 
they  were  irritated  by  some  maljgnit  infimn 


where  menflooed),  that  he  had  nana  of  tha  IhtlMSDiii  oTaM 
age;  that  he  had  tha  mm aeinmf  tmd merof  ¥ »^^ 
fannerly ;  not  tbat  a  man  of  sixty-elshtmigbtaiDC8iBSF<v> 
He  aisembly  with  aa  much  propriety  as  be  eooid  st  t*«^ 
dght  HIa  conversatioB  bebg  tba  prodaot  ttwntt  •eHw 
knowledge,  great  acnteneas,  and  estraardtawv  wit,  w 
equally  well  suited  to  every  period  oriUb ;  and  as  u  li^.w 
It  probably  dldnot  eablba any  unhneeminglBvity, so ox^ 
In  his  later  years  It  was  toUUy  tnb  ^9m  the  gMiBlfe|«a 
quemloosness  of  old  age.  —  Malomb.  .  . 

s  Such  is  the  sicnIScatloo  of  this  word  In  Scotland.  «<^ 
should  seem.  In  Wales.  ( See  Shfainar  fai  si)  Bat  tb*  bw" 
of  Seorbind  and  Walcs^  when  brought  to  Feglwil  M 
atwars  smaller  than  thnaa  of  tbia  eountrr.  the  < 
aoqalred  a  seconds 
dlmlnutHa  in  sise,  amall 
animal ;  and  in  this 
Dr.  Johnaea  in  his  DteHiiBBif.     J 

«  Lord  WMfasloebad  heard  thtt  this  < 
the  **  place  fai  the  Dimelad**— aeeawfli^  pk.3 
seveeal  years  eaiUar )  thin  aflhir 


naa  of  tbIa  eauniry.  lbs  weid  Mni 
8aiisa.aiid  merally  sIgaMN.sjHir 
kU  bsiwii  tSaotd^rygrewihaftt; 
noa  akma the  word  IsoikMeWfM  V 


»  The  shnplMtr  with  whkk  BoawcB 
wHhe«teeeingtfaat1«  was  only  a. 
one  too.  Is  very  characteristic  and 
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bj  otber  hands.    We  were  instntitly  as  cordial 

tgun  tt  ever,  and  joined  in  heartj  langh  at 
j  lome  ludicrous  but  innooent  pecnliaritiefl  of  one 
j  of  OUT  ^ends.  Boswblim  ^Do  you  think, 
'  Sir,  it  is  always  eoIpAble  to  laugh  «t  a  man 
!  tohisft/eer**     JomiBOir.    "^Whj,  Sir,  that 

depends  upon  the  man  and  the  thing.    If  it 

I  k  s  ^ighi  man,  and  a  slicht  thing,  jou  may ; 

'  for  jou  take  nothing  Talitabie  from  hmi.** 

I     He  said,    **I  read    yesterday  Dr.  Blair*s 

f  sermon  on  derotion,  from  the  text,  *•  Cornelius, 

i  i  devout  man.*      His    doctrine  is  the  best 

i  Hfflited,  the  best  expressed :  there  is  the  most 

I  wtrmth  without  fanaticism,  tbe  most  rational 

I  transport.    There  is  one  part  of  it  which  I 

I  dliu>pn>Te^  and  Td  have  him  correct  it ;  which 

ifl,  that  *  he  who  does  not  feel  joy  in  religion  is 

far  from  the  kingdom  of  heaven  I*    There  are 

fliSDy  good  men  whose  fear  of  God  |n*edo- 

miaates  over  their  love.    It  may  discourage. 

It  was  rashlr  said.'    A  noble  sermon  it  is 

iadeed.    I  wish  Blatr  would  come  oyer  to  the 

drarch  of  England.** 

When  Mr.  Langton  returned  to  us,  the 
"  (low  of  talk  went  on.**  An  eminent  author* 
being  mentioned  :  Johmsoh.  **He  is  not  a 
pieattot  man.  His  couTersation  is  neither  in- 
itroctiTe  nor  brilliant.  He  does  not  talk  as  if 
impelled  hj  any  fblness  of  knowledge  or  riya- 
oty  of  imagination.  His  conTcrsation  is  like 
that  of  any  other  sensible  man.  He  talks  with 
no  wish  either  to  inform  or  to  hear,  but  only  be- 
csuse  he  thinks  it  does  not  become  [Dr.  Robert- 
»q1  to  sit  in  a  company  and  say  nothing.** 

3lr.  Langton  haying  repeatea  the  anecdote 
i>f  Addison'  having  distingubhed  between  his 
powers  in  conversation  and  in  writing,  by 
Kyiw,  ^  I  hare  only  ninepenoe  in  my  pocket ; 
>Qt  f  can  draw  for  a  thousand  pounds ;  '* — 
[oasaoB.  **He  had  not  that  retort  ready, 
^ ;  he  had  prepared  it  befbrehand.*|  Laho- 
^w  (tmning  to  ttie).  "  A  fine  surmise.  Set 
t  thief  to  catch  a  thief.** 
Johnson  called  the  East  Indians  barbarians. 
^otwaix.      ''Yoa  will  except  the  Chinese, 

Krf**       JoflOISOtf.        *^'S<S     olT^       BOSWBLL. 

Have  they  not  arts?**    JoRiraoH.    **They 
avc  potterf  .**    Boswxxx.  **  What  do  you  say 


TW 

»'•  rdi 


f«r««  Ml  CteM, 


,  referred  to  It,  **  Of  what  nature  mutt  that 

be,  who  profcttM   to  vortblp  God  and  to 

,  and  j«t  I  alma  hia  tboagliu  towardi  God 

wHtHHit  any  vanntb  of  gfaainde  or  love  ? 

whova  joa  would  chooaa  for  your  botom 

yott  wooM  aapact  to  answer  with  re- 

H»  voara ;  mch  a  mnoa  mntt  et  e^l  be  far 

otmtm  ren.**~Slaw^f  SeratMU.  roi.  L  p.  S61 . 

k  U  cartainlv  Juat  \  and  ttmajbr,  more- 

fffqim  Blair*!  ea£fet>ieaa,  and  hit  re. 

entf  emeafcMU«  he  nright  be 

aM  we  feel  the  teaw  Hm  of 

Cowarda  God  that  we  do  towards 
loe%  we  are  far  ftrom  the  htefdom  of 
whMi  wooM  countenance  fhnatleitn. 
•ad  Chriatlan  faala  to  be  a  mare 
of  God  and  the  tore  of  one^  wUe 
ivie  the  aaatr  passion.  -^  Caoaia. 
N«*  dawhs  Or.  Bbbwrtaon.  —  GBoaan. 
WfclHi  iamaon  iDpaattJ,  wkh  a  tllf ht  rariatton,  in  fals 

-'^immSS^m  Pihiiila   aiate  bf  eider af  tbe  Kiaf  of 
In  l7SB.".CB0«Ka. 


to  the  written  characters  of  their  language  P  ** 
Johnson.  ^  Sir,  they  haye  not  an  alphabet 
They  haye  not  been  able  to  form  what  all 
other  nations  haye  formed.**  Boswsxx..  "There 
is  more  learning  in  their  language  than  in  any 
other,  from  the  inunense  number  of  their 
characters.**  Johnson,  "li  is  onl^  more 
difficulty  from  its  rudeness ;  as  tiiere  is  more 
labour  in  hewine  down  a  tree  with  a  stone 
than  with  an  axe. 

He  said,  '*  I  haye  been  reading  Lord  Kames*8 
I  Sketches  of  the  History  of  ]£m.*  In  treat- 
ing of  seyerity  of  punishment,  he  mentions 
that  of  Madame  Lapouchin,  in  Russia,  but  he 
does  not  giye  it  fairly;  for  I  haye  looked  at 
Chappe  D*Auteroche^  from  whcmi  he  has 
taken  it.  He  stops  where  it  is  said  that  the 
spectators  thought  her  innocent,  and  leayes 
out  what  follows, — that  she  neyertheleas  was 
guilty.  Kow  this  is  being  as  culpable  as  one 
can  conceiye,  to  misrepresent  fact  in  a  book ; 
and  for  what  motiye  ?  ^  It  is  like  one  of  those 
lies  which  people  tell,  one  cannot  see  why. 
The  woman  s  life  was  spared ;  and  no  punish- 
ment was  too  great  fbr  the  fayourite  of  an 
empress,  who  had  conspired  to  dethrone  her 
niistress.**  Boswxzx.  *'He  was  only  giying  a 
picture  of  the  lady  in  her  su^ringa.  John- 
soir.  ^  Nay,  don  t  endeayour  to  palliate  this. 
Guilt  is  a  principal  feature  in  Uie  picture. 
Kames  is  puzxled  with  a  question  thatpuzzled 
mc  when  I  was  a  yery  young  man.  Wny  is  it 
that  the  interest  of  nooney  is  lower,  when 
money  is  plentiful ;  for  fiye  pounds  has  the 
same  proportion  of  yalue  to  a  nund^red  pounds 
when  money  is  plentiful,  as  when  it  is  scarce  ? 
A  lady  explained  it  to  me.  It  is  (said  she) 
because  wnen  money  is  plentiful  there  are  so 
many  more  who  haye  money  to  lend,  that  they 
bid  down  one  another.  Many  haye  then  a  hun- 
dred pounds;  and  one  says — Take  mine  rather 
than  another's,  and  you  shall  haye  it  at  four 
per  cent/*  Boswsix.  ''Does  Lord  Kames 
decide  the  question?**  Johnson.  **!  think 
he  leayes  it  as  he  found  it.**^  Boswaxx.  *'T1iis 
must  haye  been  an  extraordinary  lady  who 
instructed  you.  Sir.  May  I  tak  who  she  was  f* 
Johnson.    ''Molly  Aston'',  Sir,  the  sister  of 


*  The  patsitge  it  to  be  found  in  b.  1.  ik.  5.  Tbe  snppres. 
tlon  wat  f  rry  blamaafale.  but  not  quite  to  the  degree  that 
Johnson  reprcsentt  it,  ibr  Lord  Mnea  did  not  proiias  to 
discuss  the  guilt  or  Innoeenee  of  the  party,  but  Instaaead  the 
punlslniMnt  as  one  of  anJnttiflaUe  barbarity,  even  if  she  were 


'gulltr.  —  CaoBBB. 


lore  I  think  the  oansure  Is  qnKa  nqlnat :  Lord 
giTes  in  the  dearest  terns  the  same  esplanaHon :  **  Hany 
borrowers  and  few  lenders  produee  high  interest  t  many 
lenders  and  fSew  boriawars  prodnea alow  inlcieat."  b.  L  s.  S. 
—  CaoKBB. 

f  Johnson  had  an  extnordiaary  admiration  of  this  lady, 
notwithstanding  she  was  a  violent  whig.  In  answer  to 
ber  hlak  inwn  speeches  for  IArr%,  ha  addressed  to  her 
tbe  foDowlog  epigram^  ot  which  I  presome  to  oflbr  a  traaa- 


•*  Liber  at  ease  reUa.  inailstl  nokhra  Maria, 
Ut  manean  Hber^polehra  VarU,  vale  :** 

Adlaa,  Maria  1  siBoa  yna'd  have  BM  ftee : 
For,  who  beholda  thy  channa.  a  slave  Attst  ha. 

A  earrespondent  nf  TV  #fffras—^»  Mi 
kaa  blauelf  SctOLca,  to  wbaai  1  ■■ 
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those  ladies  with  whom  jou  dined  at  Lichfield. 
— I  shall  be  at  home  to-morrow.**  Boswbli.. 
^  Then  let  us  dine  bj  ourselyes  at  the  Mitre, 
to  keep  up  the  old  custom — *  custom  of  the 
manor,  custom  of  the  Mitre.**  Joh>'80n.  **Sir, 
BO  it  shall  be.** 

On  Saturday,  Maj  9.',  we  fulfilled  our 
purpose  of  dinins  bj  ourselyes  at  the  Mitre, 
according  to  the  old  custom.  There  was,  on 
these  occasions,  a  little  circumstance  of  kind 
attention  to  Mrs.  Williams,  which  must  not  be 
omitted.  Before  coming  out,  and  leaving  her 
to  dine  alone,  he  gave  her  her  choice  of  a 
chicken,  a  sweetbread,  or  any  other  little  nice 
thing,  which  was  carefully  sent  to  her  firom  the 
tavern  readj  drest. 

Our  conversation  to-day,  I  know  not  how, 
turned,  I  think,  for  the  onljr  time  at  any  length, 
during  our  long  acquaintance,  upon  the  sensual 
intercourse  between  the  sexes,  the  delight  of 
which  he  ascribed  chieflj  to  imagination. 
^  Were  it  not  for  imagination.  Sir,**  said  he, 
^*a  man  would  be  as  happy  in  the  arms  of  a 
chambermaid  as  of  a  duchess.  But  such  is 
the  adventitious  charm  of  fancy,  that  we  find 
men  who  have  violated  the  best  principles  of 
society,  and  ruined  their  fame  and  tneir  fortune, 
that  tnej  might  possess  a  woman  of  rank.**  It 
would  not  be  proper  to  record  the  particulars 
of  such  a  conversation  in  moments  of  un- 
reserved frankness,  when  nobody  was  present 
on  whom  it  could  have  any  hurtfiil  effect. 
That  subject,  when  plulosophically  treated, 
may  surely  employ  tne  mind  in  a  curious 
discussion,  and  as  innocently  as  anatomy ;  pro- 
vided that  those  who  do  treat  it  keep  clear  of 
inflammatory  incentives. 

"From  grave  to  gay,  from  lively  to  severe,** 
—  we  were  soon  engaged  in  very  difierent 
speculation ;  humbly  and  reverently  consider- 
ing and  wondering  at  the  universal  mystery  of 
w  things,  as  our  imperfect  faculties  can  now 
judge  of  them.  **lliere  are,**  said  he,  **  in- 
numerable questions  to  which  the  inquisitive 
mind  can  in  this  atate  receive  no  answer: 
Why  do  you  and  I  exist  f  Why  was  this  world 
created  ?  Since  it  was  to  be  created,  why  was 
it  not  created  sooner  ?** 

On  Sunday,  May  10.,  I  supped  with  him  at 


Mvtral  raeellmt  raourki,  obaerres,  **  Tb«  tuni  of  Dr.  John- 
Mo*!  liiMt  to  MiM  AstOD,  whoM  whit  prlndplM  he  had  bom 
ooobaUnt.  uapnn  to  no  to  bo  taken  from  an  loMoloas 
•pignm  In  the  *  Mmagiama:  toI.  UL  p.  ITS.  edit.  1718.  on  a 
yottof  lady  who  appeared  at  a  maiqaarade.  kmUUle  m  JetmOg, 
dttrinf  the  leree  ooBtcothms  of  the  followera  of  the  MoUnot 
and  JanMnlua  cooceralBf  free-will : 

**  On  •Vtoone  id  que  Caltfle 
Alt  prii  I'hablt  de  Moliniate. 

Fultque  cette  jeane  beentft 

Ote  a  Chacon  «a  llbertft 
N*e>t-oe  pat  uoe  Jaaienbte  t  ** — BoawHX. 

See  amk,  p.  40.,  where  I  have  Tentared  to  antlcipato  Bos- 
well  br  a  more  literal  translatloa  of  the  eplaram. 

•*  Molly/*  Mid  Dr.  Johnton  to  Mrs.  ThrJe, "  wa*  a  beauty 
and  a  •cholar,  and  a  wit  and  a  whig ;  and  ihe  talked  all  In 
praise  of  liberty :  and  to  I  made  that  epigram  iipoa  her.  She 
was  the  lovellMt  creature  I  erer  taw  !^' 

•«  Hit  wire.'*  he  added, ««  waa  a  littU  Jealoiu  of  this  attach- 
■ant,  and  bappentef  ooedajt  when  walking  In  the  cooatcy, 


Mr.  Hoole*s,  with  Sir  Jodiua  BsjnoUi.   I 
have  neglected  the  memorial  of  tha  eTc&b^ 
so  as  to  remember  no  more  of  it  tbn  tiv  i 
particulars :  one,  that  he  stieniioiiiljr  oppoted 
an  argument  by  Sir  Joshua,  thst  Tutoe  wv 
preferable  to  vice,  considering  thii  life  oo}j.  i 
and  that  a  man  would  be  virtuooi  were  it 
only  to  preserve  his  character :  end  ibt  k 
expressed  much  wonder  at  the  curioui  foraa- 
tion  of  the  bat,  a  mouse  with  wingi;  »m, 
that  it  was  almost  as  strange  a  thins  in  jiLiti- 
ol(wy,  as  if  the  fabulous  dngon  codd  be  sro 
On  Tuesday,  May  12.,  I  waited  on  the  £iri 
of  Marchmont,  to  know  if  his  lorddup  vooU 
favour  Dr.  Johnson  with  information  cooeov- 
inff  Pope,  whose  Life  he  was  abont  to  vrite 
Johnson  had  not  flattered  himself  witk  ^ 
hopes  of  receiving    any    civility  froiB  tL- 
nooleman ;  for  he  said  to  me,  when  1  im- 
tioned  Lord  Marchmont  as  one  who  could  ul 
him  a  great  deal  about  Pope,  —  ^  Sir,  be  tu 
tell  me  nothing.**    I  had  tne  honour  of  btx: 
known  to  his  lordship,  and  applied  to  bim  ( 
myself,  without  being  commissioned  bj  Job 
son.    His  lordship  bdiaved  in  the  most  }t^ 
and  obliging  manner,  promised  to  tell  ail  ^ 
recollected   about  Pope,    and  was  to  ^rn 
courteous  as  to  say,  ^  Tell  Dr.  Johnson  I  bi'< 
a  great  respect  for  him,  and  am  leadj  to  tb-« 
it  in  any  way  I  can.    I  am  to  be  in  the  cc« 
to-morrow,  and  will  call  at  his  boose  »  * 
return.**    His  lordship  however  asked,  **  ^^ 
he  write  the  'Lives  of  the  Poeto*  imiMtiiL:' 
He  was  the  first  that  brought  Whig  and  T:r 
into  a  dictionary.    And  what  do  yo«  tbisi  »' 
the  definition  of  Excise  f     Do  you  kacv  u* 
history  of  his  aversion  to  the  woni  irmufrr* 
Then  taking  down  the   folio  Dictioosn,  ht 
showed  it  with  this  censure  on  its  seoniri 
sense.    *  To  esci^  firom  secrecy  to  aotA  * 
sense  lately  innovated  from  Fnnos»  v^  *- 
necessity.*  *     «'  The  truth  waa,  Loid  Bcoa; 
broke,  who  left  the  Jaoobitea,  first  sad  : 
therefore  it  was  to  be  condemned.    He  ibe^>- 
have  shown  what  word  woald  do  Ur  ik^  • 
was 
tion 

abroad:*    Boswsll.    **  That,  Sir,  is  assf  <* 
words.**    JoHHsov.    **  Sir,  tbsK  is  so  (»i  ^ 


unnecessary.**    I  afterwards  pvt  the  ^ 
to  Johnson :  «*  Why,  Sir,*  said  W.  *r 


to  meek  a  fortme-tcUlBf  flpef.  Mra. 
wench  look  at  hb  hand,  hot 

iediv 


Mjra  the  iripqr  •••our  heart  to  divlM.  Sw. h 
andaMiMljr:  Benjr loeea  yon  boat,  taat  two  li 
In  Molly*!  company :  when  I  naraad  dhart 
my  wIfSi  waa  ovlng. 
dmee4oi€B,  ^  Caou 

1  Johneoa  wet  n 

Joehoa  on  this  day,  but  waa  no  i 
^eaae  Boawell  after  their  wnan 
Boawell  being  Invited  to  Sir  Ji 

*  The  Saurative  nae  of 
Worm  9fWur^,  a  diction 
nephew.  100  yean  heAwe. 
**frf  mbromdr*  does  not  a 

meaning :  a  aecrrt  may  gcf 

by  breach  of  cooldence  ;  bat  it  la 
becomei  known  hy  cmiril  *  ** 
toma  —  by  whlapera. 
Improper  iiaa,  far  r 


r 
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this.  Ton  mar  as  well  insiBi  to  have  a  word 
far  old  age.**  Boawxix.  *«  Well,  Sir,  senechur 
JontsoH.  *'Naj,  Sir,  to  insist  always  that 
there  should  be  one  word  to  express  a  tnine  in 
English,  because  there  is  one  in  anoUier 
lfti«usge\  is  to  change  the  language.** 

JsTiuIed  mjself  of  this  opportunity  to  hear 
from  his  lordship  manj  particulars  both  of 
Pope  and  Lord  Bolingbroke,  which  I  have  in 
vnting. 

I  proposed  to  Lord  Marchroont,  that  he 
shoofd  revise  Johnson's  Life  of  Pope:  "So," 
stid  his  lordship,  "  you  would  put  me  in  a 
iUngerous  situaUon.  You  know  he  knocked 
down  Osborne,  the  bookseller.*** 

£Isted  with  the  success  of  my  spontaneous 
exertion  to  procure  material  and  respectable 
lid  to  Johnson  for  his  Tcry  favourite  work, 
"the  Lives  of  the  Poets,"  I  hastened  down  to 
Mr.  Thrale*s,  at  Streathom,  where  he  now  was, 
dut  1  might  insure  his  being  at  home  next 
^y;  and  after  dinner,  when  I  thought  he 
would  receive  the  good  news  in  the  best 
homoor,  I  announced  it  eagerly :  "  I  have 
l*en  at  work  for  you  to-day.  Sir.  I  have  been 
with  Lord  March mont.  He  bade  me  tell  you 
he  has  a  great  respect  for  you,  and  will  calx  on 
pu  to-morrow  at  one  o*clock,  and  communicate 
•11  he  knows  about  Pope.**  Here  I  paused,  in 
full  expectation  that  he  would  be  pleased  with 
thin  intelligence,  would  praise  my  active  merit, 
ud  would  be  alert  to  embrace  such  an  offer 
rrom  a  nobleman.  But  whether  I  had  shown 
u  over  exultation,  which  provoked  his  spleen; 
»r  whether  be  was  seized  with  a  suspicion  that 
I  had  obtruded  him  on  Lord  Marchmont,  and 
tumbled  him  too  much,  or  whether  there  was 
»y  thinr  more  than  an  unlucky  fit  of  ill 
^^unour,  i  know  not ;  but  to  my  surprise  the 
^ultwas,  —  JoHNSOH.  **I  sludl  not  be  in 
^iwn  to-morrow.  I  don*t  care  to  know  about 
^<ipe.**  Mb8.  Tbbalb  (surprised,  as  I  was,  and 
^  I'ttie  angry).  **  I  suppose,  Sir,  Mr.  Boswell 
hnaght,  that  as  you  are  to  write  Pope*s  Life, 
">u  would  wish  to  know  about  him.**  Johkson. 
'  W'nh  I  why  yea.  If  it  rained  knowledge,  Fd 
^  out  my  band  ;  but  I  would  not  give  myself 
he  trouble  to  ^  in  quest  of  it**  There  was  no 
iruing  with  htm  at  the  moment  Some  time 
/terwarda  be  said,  ^Lord  Marchmont  will  call 
^  me,  and  then  J  shall  call  on  Lord  March- 
Hwt**  Mrs.  Thrale  was  uneasy  at  this  unac- 
DontaUe  '  caprice ;  and  told  me,  that  if  I  did 
lit  take  care  to  brins  about  a  meeting  between 
^»i  Marchmont  and  him,  it  would  never  take 
i>ce,  which  would  be  a  great  pity.  1  sent  a 
vd  to  hifl  lordship,  to  be  left  at  J(^mson*s 


IVi  U  aol  Jan.    I^otri  MMchmowt  tad  Bmw«II  argnad 
for  ooe  Mro,  and  wImq  iIm  Ides  to  a 
to  all  fMnklnd.  Iik«  0kl  »g§,  lb«  langiuffft 
_     other  tb«a  the  Bnflfih  —  which  hu  oo 
*<A  •Kpnirtuu  for  It,  to,  M  far,  tepcrfcct.  -.Cbokbb,  1S47. 

*  ^o(  quiu  m  ooacmmUbto  m  Mr.  Bonrrll  i««mt  to  think. 
'*•  intervMtJflH  In  thU  oSUr,  wuotMled  aad  mumtkitriied, 
wmaUy  of  hU  own  ctaracCer,  ood  Johu- 


house,  acquainting  him,  that  Dr.  Johnson  could 
not  be  in  town  next  day,  but  would  do  himself 
the  honour  of  waiting^  on  him  at  another  time. 
I  ffive  this  account  fairly,  as  a  specimen  of  that 
unhappy  temper  with  which  this  great  and 
good  man  had  occasionally  to  struggle,  fh>m 
something  morbid  in  his  constitution.  Let  the 
most  censorious  of  my  readers  suppose  himself 
to  have  a  violent  fit  of  the  toothache,  or  to 
have  received  a  severe  stroke  on  the  shin-bone, 
and  when  in  such  a  state  to  be  asked  a  ques- 
tion ;  and  if  he  has  any  candour,  he  will  not 
be  surprised  at  the  answers  which  Johnson 
sometimes  gave  in  moments  of  irritation, 
which,  let  me  assure  them,  is  exquisitely  painful. 
But  it  must  not  be  erroneously  supposed  that 
he  was,  in  the  smallest  degree,  careless  con- 
cerning any  work  which  he  undertook,  or  that 
he  was  generally  thus  peevish.  It  will  be  seen 
that  in  the  foUowine  year  he  had  a  very  agree- 
able interview  with  JLord  Marchmont  at  bis 
lord8hip*s  house ;  and  this  very  afternoon  he 
soon  forgot  any  firetfulness,  and  fell  into  con- 
versation as  usuaL 

I  mentioned  a  reflection  haying  been  thrown 
out  against  four  peers  for  having  presumed  to 


is  no  nt)und  for  censure.  The  peers  are 
judffes  themselves :  and  supposing  them  really 
to  be  of  a  different  opinion,  they  might  from 
duty  be  in  opposition  to  the  judges  who  were 
there  only  to  be  consulted.** 

In  this  observation  I  fully  concurred  with 
him;  for,  unquestionably,  all  the  peers  are 
vested  with  the  highest  judicial  powers ;  and 
when  they  are  confident  that  they  understand 
a  cause,  are  not  obliged,  nay,  ought  not  to 
acQuiesce  in  the  opinion  of  the  orainary  law 
judjges,  or  even  in  that  of  those  who  from  their 
studies  and  experience  are  called  the  law 
lords.  I  consider  the  peers  in  general  as  I  do 
<^  jui'f  t  ^1^0  ought  to  listen  with  respectful 
attention  to  the  sages  of  the  law ;  but  if,  after 
hearing  them,  they  have  a  firm  opinion  of 
their  own,  are  bound,  as  honest  men,  to  decide 
accordingly.  Nor  is  it  so  diflicult  for  them  to 
understand  even  law  questions  as  is  generally 
thought,  provided  they  will  bestow  sufficient 
attention  upon  them.  This  observation  was 
made  by  my  honoured  relation  the  late  lA>rd 
Cathcart,  who  had  spent  hb  life  in  camns 
and  courts;  yet  assured  me,  that  he  could 
form  a  dear  opinion  upon  most  of  the  causes 
that  came  before  the  House  of  Lords,  *^  as  they 
were  so  well  enucleated  in  the  Cases.** 


MO  was  anvlUtat  to  ha  draggfd  baAm  Lord  MarchaMoC 
M  bcadkniff  a  BMMtar  of  tba  eeraaMmlca.  —  Caoaaa. 

*  Th«  oeeatloo  waa  Mr.  Homa't  writ  of  error. 
p.S0t.n.  a  Tho  tour  part  wato  tha  Doha  of  Rlrhwood 
iha  Barli  of  BSlog bam,  Abingdoo,  aod  Hareoortw—  C, 
Thart  hat  bean  a  loora  racant  aod  Important  caia.  Uu 
tha  Qmeem  r.  O'CammeU^Mc  Sapt.  \94L  in  which  tho 
paeri,  at  thar ara  eallad,daelfaiad (I  tUnk  wronglf )  to 
aran  UMOfh  tba  Jndgaa  vara  divMad. .  Caoan,  1M7. 
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minster-lialU  that  is,  in  formal  langaage ;  but 
in  common  language  it  is  understood  to  mean 
prose.'*  JoHRsoN.  (And  here  was  one  of  the 
many  instances  of  his  knowing  clearly  and 
telling  exactly  how  a  thing  is.)  '^  A  pamphlet 
is  understood  in  common  langua^  to  mean 
prose,  only  from  this,  that  there  is  so  much 
more  prose  written  than  poetry  ;  as  when  we 
say  a  oook^  prose  is  understood  for  the  same 
reason,  thoiLgh  a  book  may  as  well  be  in  poetry 
as  in  prose.  We  understand  what  is  most 
general,  and  we  name  what  is  less  freauent.** 

We  talked  of  a  lady^s  verses  on  Ireland.* 
Miss  Rbtnoldb.  **  Haye  you  seen  them,  SirP** 
Johnson.  *'  No,  Madam ;  I  have  seen  a 
translation  from  Horace,  by  one  of  her 
daughters.  She  showed  it  me."  Miss  Rst- 
KOLDS.  *'  And  how  was  it,  Sir  ?  **  Johm- 
soN.  "Why,  very  well,  for  a  young  miss*s 
verses ;  that  is  to  say,  compared  with  excel- 
lence, nothing ;  but  very  well,  for  the  person 
who  wrote  them.  I  am  vexed  at  being  shown 
verses  in  that  manner.**  Miss  Ketnolds. 
*^  But  if  they  should  be  good,  why  not  give 
them  hearty  praise  ?  "  Johmsow.  "  Why, 
Madam,  because  I  have  not  then  got  the  better 
of  my  bad  humour  from  having  been  shown 
them.  You  must  consider.  Madam,  before- 
hand, they  may  be  bad  as  well  as  good.  No- 
body has  a  right  to  put  another  under  such  a 
difficulty,  that  he  must  either  hurt  the  person 
by  telling  the  truth,  or  hurt  himself  by  telling 
what  is  not  true.**  Boswbix.  **  A  man 
often  shows  his  writinss  to  people  of  emi- 
nence, to  obtain  from  them,  either  from  their 
go<Kl-nature,  or  from  their  not  being  able  to 
tell  the  truth  firmly,  a  commendation,  of  which 
he  may  afterwards  avail  himself.'*  Johnson. 
"  Very  true.  Sir.  Therefore,  the  man  who  is 
asked  by  an  author,  what  he  thinks  of  his 
work,  is  put  to  the  torture.,  and  is  not  obliged 
to  speak  the  truth ;  so  that  what  he  says  is 
not  considered  as  his  opinion  ;  ^et  he  has  said 
it,  and  cannot  retract  it ;  and  this  author,  when 
mankind  are  hunting  him  with  a  canister  at 
his  tail,  can  say,  *  I  would  not  have  published, 
had  not  Johnson,  or  Reynolds,  or  Musgrave, 
or  some  other  good  judge,  commended  the 
work.*  Yet  I  consider  it  as  a  very  difficult 
question  in  conscience,  whether  one  should 
advise  a  man  not  to  publish  a  work,  if  profit 
be  his  object ;  for  a  man  may  say,  *■  Had  it  not 
been  for  you,  I  should  have  had  the  money.' 
Now  you  cannot  be  sure ;  for  you  have  only 
your  own  opinion,  and  the  public  may  think 
vciT  differently.**  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds. 
*^  1  on  must  upon  such  an  occasion  have  two 
jud<;ments;  one  as  to  the  real  value  of  the 
work,  the  other  as  to  what  may  please  the 
general  taste  at  the  time.*'  Johnson.  ^^  But 
you  can  be  sure  of  neither ;  and  therefore  I 
shouKl  scruple  much  to  give  a  suppressive 

*  They  nrt>  mentioned  In  Waltt't,  but  without  a  name, 
which  I'caaDot  »u|ipljr ;  —  ftirrr  Ladf  Kuight?  — Chukkr, 
1847. 


vote.  Both  €rold8mith*8  comedies  were  on<\' 
refused;  his  first  by  Garrick,  his  second  bf 
Colman,  who  was  prevailed  on  at  last  li? 
much  solicitation,  nay,  a  kind  of  force,  to  brin; 
it  on.  His  *  Vicar  of  Wakefield'  I  my^cli* 
did  not  think  would  have  had  much  succc-s. 
It  was  written  and  sold  to  a  bookseller  U:(<m 
his  *  Traveller,' but  pablisbed  after;  so  little 
expectation  had  the  bookseller  from  it.  Hju 
it  been  sold  after  *  The  Traveller,'  he  mi^rb: 
have  had  twice  as  much  money  for  it,  tlK>u;:u 
sixty  guineas  was  no  mean  price.  The  h^Kik- 
seller  had  Uie  advantage  of  Goldsmith's  n'jw- 
tation  from  *  The  Traveller*  in  the  sale,  th<  ujii 
Goldsmith  had  it  not  in  selling  the  oopy."*  Sib 
Joshua  Rxtnolds.  '^The  Beggars  Opm. 
affords  a  proof  how  stranj^ely  peo^e  will  difiVr 
in  opinion  about  a  literary  performaii<t. 
Burke  thinks  it  has  no  merit.  Johnson.  **  1: 
was  refused  by  one  of  the  bouses ;  but  I  ^houi-i 
have  thought  it  would  succeed,  not  frcxn  am 
great  excellence  in  the  writing,  but  from  tiji- 
noveltj,  and  the  general  spirit  and  gai^rty  « 
the  piece,  which  keeps  the  audience  al«a\< 
attentive,  and  diranisses  them  in  good  bniBCHtr/ 

We  went  to  the  drawing-room,  where  wts  i 
considerable  increase  of  company.     Several  «: 
us  got  round   Dr.  Johnson,  and   complaiii'T. 
that  he  would  not  give  us  an  exact  catalti"^* 
of  his  works,  that  there  might  be  a  conip*  i* 
edition.  He  smiled,  and  evaded  our  entnr;.'  :•  n 
That  he  intended  to  do  it,  I  have  no  d<  ."• 
because  I  have  heard  him*say  so ;  and  I  tu^t 
in  my  possession  an  imperfect  list,  fairly  writtti 
out,  wnich  he  entitles  Hietaria  iSttelwnoR.    i 
once  got  from  one  of  his  friends  a  list,  vk*  ^ 
there  was  pretty  good  reason  to  suppcfe«e  vu 
accurate ;  for  it  was  written  down  in  his  ptt- 
sence  by  this  friend,  who  enumerated  ^ .  .* 
article  aloud,  and  had  some  of  them  neotiiot. 
to  him  by  Mr.  Levett,  in  concert  with  ^bt^ 
it  was  made  out ;  and  Johnson,  who  beam  ^. 
this,  did  not  contradict  it.   But  when  I  fh>^<*i 
a  copy  of  this  list  to  him,  and  mentioooi  ti' 
evidence  for  its  exactness,  he  laughed,  &>• 
said,  **  I  was  willing  to  let  them  so  on  S9  tV  ^ 
pleased,  and  never  wterfered."    Upon  vL.t  ^  1 
read  it  to  him,  article  bv  article,  and  ^  •  ' 
positively  to  own  or  refuse ;  and  then,  L-^ »  .' 
obtained  certainty  so  far,  I  ^ot  some  otlnr  ar- 
ticles confirmed  by  him  directly,  and.:."'^ 
wards,  from   time   to  time,  made  adix  ^* 
under  his  sanction. 

His  friend,  Edward  Cave,  having  bee?  r-^- 
tinned,  he  told  us,  ^Cave  used  to  «<"  •'- 
thousand  of  *  The  Gentleman's  Ma^  • 
yet  such  was  then  his  minnte  atU'Xit  <  =  •* 
anxiety  that  the  sale   should  not  $ut<-r    - 
smallest  decrease,  that  he  would  name  «  r-  '  ~ 
cular  person  who  he  beard    had  taU 
leaving  ofi'the  Magaxine,  and  would  at.  'l'* 
us  have  something  good  next  month/  *  ^ 

*  Thii  »eeini  to  conflrm  Iho  eockj^cture  w*.  tf***  ' 
n.  I.,  that  Johnson  act*!  fur  a  Vm»  m  tte  •«*'  ^  -^ 
Magastne.  —  Cboksb. 
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It  was  observed,  that  avarice  waa  inherent 
in  some  dispositions.  Jobhson.  **No  man 
WAS  bom  a  miser,  because  no  man  was  born  to 
possession.  Every  man  is  bom  cupidut  — 
desirous  of  getting ;  but  not  avarus — desirous 
of  keepin^.^  Boswbll.  ^  I  have  heard  old 
Mr.  Sheridan  maintain,  with  much  ingenuitj, 
that  a  complete  miser  is  a  happy  man :  a  miser 
who  gives  himself  wholly  to  tne  one  passion  of 
uvJDg.'*  JouRSON.  ^  That  is  flying  in  the 
faie  of  all  the  world,  who  have  called  an  ava- 
ricious man  a  mifer,  because  he  is  miserable.' 
No,  Sir ;  a  man  who  both  spends  and  saves 
money  is  the  lumpiest  man,  because  he  has 
both  enjoyments. 

The  conversation  havinn;  turned  on  bon'tnats^ 
bo  quoted,  from  one  of  the  Ana^  an  exquisite 
instance  of  flattery  in  a  maid  of  honour  in 
France,  who  being  asked  by  the  queen  what 
o'clock  it  was,  answered,  ^  What  your  majesty 
pi«.ue5.*'<  He  admitted  that  Mr.  Burkes 
i'U.»ical  pun  [p.  273.1  upon  Mr.  Wilkes*s  being 
carried  on  the  shoulders  of  the  mob, 

••  ■  numerisque  fertur 

Lege  lolutis," 

VS9  admirable ;  and  though  he  was  strangely 
unwilling  to  aUow  to  that  extraordinary  man 
the  talent  of  wit  ^,  he  also  laushed  with  appro- 
(Aiiou  at  another  of  his  playful  conceits ;  which 
*as  that  ^  Horace  has  in  one  line  given  a  de- 
tcripiion  of  a  good  desirable  numor :  — 

*  Eit  mf0du9  in  rebus,  sunt  ccrti  denique^fMf  ;* 

that  is  to  say,  a  modus  as  to  the  tithes  and 
"TUinJkes.  * 

He  observed,  ^  a  man  cannot  with  propriety 
■ptuk  of  himself,  except  he  relates  simple 
•'i-'ti :  as,  *  I  was  at  Richmond :  *  or  what  de- 
ii^ods  on  mensuration ;  as,  *  I  am  six  feet  high.* 
lie  is  sure  he  has  been  at  Richmond ;  he  is 
*'ire  be  is  six  feet  high ;  but  he  cannot  be  sure 
I"  a  wise,  or  that  he  has  any  other  excellence. 
Ibt'Df  all  censure  of  a  man*s  self  is  oblique 
p^^e.  It  is  in  order  to  show  how  much  he 
«jn  «pare.  It  has  all  the  invidiousncss  of  self- 
;rjiw%  and  all  the  reproach  of  faliiehood.** 
«^Hwu4«    M  Sometimes  it  may  proceed  from 


*  Till  !•  a  Mphfam  •  people  eell  him  oibermble.  becaau* 
''« *^Ti  to  tft  tkems  but  be  bimtelf  nujr  be,  and  do  doubt 
I  '■'r«:iy  II,  happy  In  hU  avwke. 

*  Fr>pulat  iiM  iibftat ;  at  mihl  plaiido 
lp«;>  domi,  •trnul  ae  nunnnot  conicnplor  to  area.** 


"  Pro  blMad  la  publle :  but,  la  serrH  blnk. 
I  count  mj  monej  and  en)oy  my  chest." 

Mor.  1.  Sat.  1.  70.  —  i>«nci«.  —  Ctoaia,  IS47. 

*  TV  anecdote  Is  told  in  **  Menagkmm,**  toI.  111.  p.  104.. 

"^  ''<  of  a  *•  MeM  of  honour,'*  nor  at  an  Initnnce  of  *•  wr- 

*"  *''  Jtatterp.     •*  M.  d'Ufte  Hit\t  rherallcr  d*honnpQr  de 

'  "^'*^.    Ccttc  prInretM  lul  de<randa  un  jour  ourlle  hmire 

''it;il  r^pondH.  *  MAdame,  IHieure  qii'it  plaira  k  Totre 

'».' "    Menafo  t«IU  It  as  a  pleasamtrf  of  M.  d'Ut^t ; 

'  H  il<>  la  Monnoyc  uji,  that  tnii  dukf>  was  remarkable 

'    o«jtrf/«  and  blunders,  and  was  a  hind  of  bmtt,  to  whom 

•iu  of  th«>  eoort  used  to  attribute  all  roanoer  of  absurdi* 

■  «  -  (  aoain. 

^^  tht«  qoestloo  fblly  tev^stfsared  In  the  notn  upon  thr 
•  I'SHMl  of  a  Tour  to  the   Hebridei.**  «n/^.    p.  173    «.  I 
''*  f     Afkd  hare,  aa  a  lawyer  mindful  of  Vw  maxim  Xumm 
I  caoBOt  forbear  to  mentluo,  that  the  ad- 


a  man*s  strong  consciousness  of  his  faults  being 
obi^erved.  lie  knows  that  others  would  thn>w 
him  down,  and  therefore  he  had  better  lie 
down  softly  of  his  own  ac(x>rd.'* 


CHAPTER  LXVI. 
1778. 

Buffimff  Buekfen  —  «  Tie  Jirtt  Whig,**  —  »7n« 

Ta9»o,  Homer.  —  Adum  Smith.  —  Ptrpr,  -. 
Voltaire.  —  Henry  §  Hietmy.  —  Modern  Writers, 
—  Greece. —  Rome.  —  Old  Age.  —  Dr.  iMtbert' 
son.  —  Addison.  —  Chiuese  iMngunge.  —  Interest 

of  Afoneif Imag'natitm.  —  Existence.  —  Firtue 

and  Vice.  —  The  Bat.  -  Lord  Mnrchmont.  — 
••  Transpire."*  —  /fim«e  of  Peers.  —  Piipe's  "  f/«i- 
tersai  Prager.** — Divoices.  —  Purson  Fords 
Ghost.— Lord  Qipe. 

On  Tuesday,  April  28.,  he  was  engaged  to 
dine  at  General  PaoIi*s,  where,  as  I  h»ve  lU- 
ready  observe<l,  I  was  still  Entertained  in  ele- 
gant hospitality,  and  with  all  the  ense  and 
comfdrt  of  a  home.  I  called  on  him,  and 
accompanied  him  in  a  hackney-coach.  We 
stopped  first  at  the  bottom  of  Iledgn  Lane, 
into  which  he  went  to  leave  a  letter,  "with 
good  news  for  a  poor  man  in  dihtress,"  as  he 
told  me.^  I  did  not  question  him  particularly 
as  to  this.  He  liiinself  often  resembled  Lady 
B<ilin;rbn)ke*8  lively  description  of  Pi»pe :  that 
"  he  was  un  poUtiaw  aux  chimx  et  aux  raves.** 
He  would  sjiy,  "I  dine  today  in  Grosveiior- 
square  ;  **  this  might  be  with  a  duke ;  or,  per- 
haps, "  I  tline  to-day  at  the  other  end  of  the 
town;  "or,  "A  gentleman  of  great  eminence 
called  on  me  yesterday."  He  loved  thus  to 
keep  things  floating  in  conjecture :  Onne  ig^ 
ftotumpro  magnijico  est.  I  believe  I  vintured 
to  dissipate  the  cloud,  to  unveil  the  iny8t4*ry, 
more  freely  and  frequently  than  any 'of  his 
friends.  We  stopped  again  at  Wirgnian's,  the 
well-known  tog- shop  in  St.  James's  Street,  at 


ditlonal  note,  berlnnlng  with  **  I  fiml  •in«*e  the  former 
edition,"  is  not  mine,  but  was  ohliginflj  fiiriiith*HJ  bj  Mr. 
Malonc.  who  waa  »o  kind  as  to  iiipcrlnttfad  thf  nr  »>  while  I 
was  In  .Scotland,  and  the  first  part  oi  the  secoitd  •duion  was 
printing.  He  would  not  nllo*  me  to  ascribe  it  to  it>  iirofier 
author ;  but,  «•  It  Is  enquttiteljr  acute  and  e|eg.int.  I  t^ke  this 
of»portunlt7,  without  bis  knowledge,  to  do  hire  justice.  ~ 

B04WCLL. 

*  Thif,  as  both  Mr.  Bindley  and  Dr.  Kearney  hare  nbsenrod 
to  me.  Is  the  motto  to  **  An  Inquiry  Info  Cii»t«m)ary  K>iatea 
aad  Tenants*  HIghls.  Ac. :  vlth  some  Consider^ii'-nf  inr  re- 
•training  excesilve  Fmes.**  by  KTerara  Klretwoud.  K»a  Sto. 
ITSI.  But  It  Is.  prolMbly.  a  mere  eoincidmre.  Mr.  Burke, 
perhaps,  never  saw  th^t  pamphlet.  —  Maloni. 

*  Mr.  P.  Cunningham  hai.  I  think,  enabled  u«  to  dear 
up  Boswell*!  mystery,  by  flndltig  In  the  Garrlck  rorresfMMid- 
enre  (li.  90^.).  May.  177k,  that  Johnion's  n  itr  iriend, 
Matirlrliis  l,owe.  the  painter,  lived  at  No.  a.  ilKl^f  Line, 
In  a  itate  of  extteme  distress ;  and  I  have  little  do>  ht  luit  the 

I;ood  news  was  that  a  picture  o   hit  was  (a«  I  And  in  th**  nits' 
iigite  of  that  year)  admitted  to  the  Kxhibltli*nf<r  ti>e  Kiiyal 
\ra<1emy.  then  « n  tlie  p**lnt  of  opening.    Jivhn«oii*t  t'lMid 
oAlres  were  sImiUrlr  exerted  on  Lowe's  heha'f  u  rh«>  Exhi- 
bition of  17S3.    6ca  po$l,  sub  ISth  April.  ^  Caoaea.  IM47. 
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He  eensared  Lord  Kaaia*s  *«8ketciies  of 
the  History  of  Man,**  for  miarepreaenting 
Clarendon's  account  of  the  aroearanoe  of  Sir 
Georse  ViUiers's  ghost,  as  if  Clarendon  were 
weak^  credulons;  when  the  truth  is,  that 
Clarendon  onlj  sajs,  that  the  storj  was  upon  a 
better  fonndi^on  of  credit  than  usually  such 
discourses  are  founded  upon ;  naj,  speaks  thus 
of  the  person  who  was  reported  to  nave  seen 
the  vision,  ^  the  poor  man,  if  Ae  had  (sen  at 
ail  wakhur  ;**  which  Lord  Kames  has  omitted.* 
He  added,  ^  In  this  book  it  is  maintained  that 
virtue  is  natural  to  man,  and  that  if  we  would 
but  consult  our  own  hearts  we  should  be 
virtuous.  Now,  after  consulting  our  own  hearts 
all  we  can,  and  with  all  the  helps  we  have,  we 
find  how  few  of  us  are  virtuous.  This  is  say- 
ing a  thing  which  all  mankind  know  not  to  be 
true.**  BoBwsLL.  **  Is  not  modesty  natural  ?  ** 
JoHHSON.  ^  I  cannot  say,  Sir,  as  we  find  no 
people  quite  in  a  state  of  nature ;  but,  I  think, 
the  more  they  are  taught,  the  more  modest 
they  are.  The  French  are  a  gross,  ill-bred, 
untaught  people ;  a  lady  there  will  spit  on  the 
floor  and  rub  it  with  her  foot  What  I  gained 
by  being  in  France  was,  learning  to  be  oetter 
satisfied  with  my  own  country.  Time  may  be 
employed  to  more  advantage  from  nineteen  to 
twenty-four,  almost  in  any  way  than  in  travel- 
ling. When  jou  set  travelling  against  mere 
negation,  against  doing  nothing,  it  is  better  to 
be  sure ;  but  how  much  more  would  a  young 
man  improve  were  he  to  study  during  those 
years !  Indeed,  if  a  young  man  is  wud,  and 
must  run  after  women  and  bad  company,  it  is 
better  this  should  be  done  abroad,  as,  on  his 
return,  he  can  break  off  such  connections,  and 
begin  at  home  a  new  man,  with  a  character  to 
form,  and  acquaintance  to  make.  How  little 
does  travelling  supply  to  the  conversation  of 
any  man  who  baa  travelled  I  how  little  to  Beau- 
clerk  !  **  BoswBLL.  "  What  say  you  to  Lord 
[Charlemont]  I  **  Johnsok.  **  I  never  but 
once  heard  him  talk  of  what  he  had  seen,  and 
that  was  of  a  lam  serpent  in  one  of  the  pyra- 
mids of  E^t**  Boawxix.  "« Well,  I  happened 
to  hear  him  tell  the  same  thing,  which  made 
me  mention  him.**' 

I  talked  of  a  country  life.  Johxsor*  ^Were 
I  to  live  in  the  country,  I  would  not  devote 
myself  to  the  acquisition  of  popularity ;  I  would 
live  in  a  much  better  way,  much  more  happfly ; 
I  would  have  my  time  at  my  own  command.** 
BoswMLL.  ^  But,  Sir,  is  it  not  a  sad  thing  to 
be  at  a  distance  firom  all  our  literary  friencu?** 
JoHHSON.     ^'Sir,  you  will   by-and-by  have 


>  Thto  •uppmikw  It  pwtknlcrly  MuMabte,  bccaoM  Um 
mtUen  was  m  to  the  tstcnf  of  ClarMidoa't  craduUty  {  and 
Lord  Kmnet  five*  hit  own  tamowiy  of  the  tloiy  with  marki 
of  quoUtloQ,  at  if  ha  wara  oopyhif  CUraodao  axactly.— 
CaoKR. 

>  Jamat,  ant  aari.  Hfi  lordthlp  waa.  to  th«  last,  la  tha 
kablt  of  laltiM  thto  ttorr  rather  too  often.  —  Cbokbr. 

>  in  Mr.  Home  Tooke't  enlarc ement  of  that  **  LeCtar/* 
vMch  he  ha*  thiea  puMUhed  with  the  Mtle  of*  Ecm  wrttmrrm, 
m.  The  1Hmt«<mw  ^  Avify.**  he  oMotioiu  thU  eoaapltaDeBt, 


enough  of  this  comeraatifla,  which  now  ddigki 
you  so  much.** 

Am  he  was  a  zealous  firiend  of  subordinatMa, 
he  was  at  all  times  watchful  to  reprsM  iJie 
vulgar  cant  against  the  manners  of  the  grat 
•«£Bgh  people.  Sir,**  said  he,  ''sie  tkeW 
take  a  hundred  ladies  of  quality,  joa'll  fisd 
them  better  wives,  better  mothers,  bok  ViU- 
in^  to  sacrifice  their  own  pleasure  to  tbeir 
children,  than  a  hundred  other  wosica. 
Tradeswomen  (I  mean  the  wives  of  tradoBa) 
in  the  city,  who  are  worth  firom  ten  to  fifties 
thousand  pounds,  are  the  worst  ereatarei 
upon  the  earth,  grossly  ignorant,  and  tkbkinf 
viciousness  fashionable.  Farmers,  I  tbnk. 
are  often  worthless  fellows.  Few  lordi  vitt 
cheat;  and,  if  they  do,  they'll  be  sshsmed  of 
it :  farmers  cheat,  and  are  not  ashamed  of  it: 
they  have  all  the  sensual  vices  too  oitbe 
nobility,  with  cheating  into  the  bargaiD.  Tbm 
is  as  much  fornication  and  adultery  sbmio^ 
farmers  as  amongst  noblemen.**  BoniLL 
^  The  notion  of  um  world.  Sir,  howcrer,  k 
that  the  morals  of  women  of  quality  are  vonc 
than  those  in  lower  stations.**  JonwR. 
**  Yes,  Sir ;  the  licentiousnesi  of  one  woma  c^ 
quality  makes  more  noise  than  that  of  a  aiiBiber 
of  women  in  lower  stations :  then.  Sir,  jva  iR 
to  consider  the  malignity  of  wonco  ia  tb 
city  against  women  of  qualitT,  which  viU  nakf 
them  believe  any  thing  of  them,  mA  u  ibit 
they  call  their  coachmen  to  bed.  No,  Sir;  f 
far  as  I  have  observed,  the  higher  in  rs&k.t^ 
richer  ladies  are,  they  are  the  better  instnurtt^'. 
and  the  more  virtuous:** 

This  year  the  Reverend  Mr.  HonepaUiM 
his  ^  Letter  to  Mr.  Dunning  on  the  Enp«^ 
Particle.**  Johnson  read  it ;  and  tboQ|k  ba 
treated  in  it  with  sufiicient  respect,  be  W] 
candour  enough  to  say  to  Mr.  Seward,  *^  ^*e* 
I  to  make  a  new  edition  of  my  Dictioasrf ,  I 
would  adopt  several'  of  Mr.  Home*i  eCtA** 
logics.  I  hope  they  did  not  put  the  dnf  is  tk 
piflory  for  his  libel ;  he  has  too  much  liscniu* 
for  that.*** 

On  Saturday,  May  16.,  I  dined  with  bs 
at  Mr.  Beanclerk*8  with  Mr.  Langtoa,  U' 
Steevens,  Dr.  Hinins,  and  some  oiben.  I 
re^t  very  feelinn^  ^^Cf7  instance  of  bt  i** 
missness  in  recoraing  hia  mimomkiha:  ■  ■* 
afraid  it  is  the  condition  of  humanitj  (t«  It' 
Windham,  of  Norfolk,  ooee  observed  t»  ^i. 
after  having  made  an  admiralle  speech  i&  •> 
House  of  Commons,  which  was  higkly  T 
plauded,  but  which  he  afterwards  pemi^ 
might  have  been  betterX  **  that  we  are 


at  If  Dr.  Johiiaoo.  If 

taldatf.    Hto  

bow  ambltloiis  he  waa  of 
— Boawnx.    Tha  oecatloa  of  lice»e*t . 
putJnf  theeontCmetioa  put  hjrthe  Judfca  < 
Bench  on  toaaa  woida  m  Mt  tettcOBai 
*  Tbla  la  aaotlMr  tattaaea  of  J* 
ophileiii  —  «■!#,  p.  SOi. — far  vkleh  I  obi 
than  for  htoceotnoad  IgBenaca  af  Ham 
—  CaoKiB. 
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It  was  obsenred,  that  avarice  was  inherent 
in  some  dispositions.  Johmsoh.  **No  man 
vni  born  a  miser,  because  no  man  was  bom  to 
|K)5^<H>sion.  Everj  man  is  bom  eupiduM  — 
di'Mrotu  of  getting ;  but  not  avanu — desirous 
of  keeping.  BoawBix.  **  I  have  heard  old 
Mr.  Sheridan  maintain,  with  much  ingenuitj, 
that  a  complete  miser  b  a  happj  man :  a  miser 
vho  gives  himself  wholly  to  tne  one  passion  of 
*d\  log.**  JoHHsoN.  ^  That  is  flying  in  the 
fi^-v  of  all  the  world,  who  have  called  an  ava- 
^f-'.'m^  man  a  miser^  because  he  is  miserable.' 
No,  Sir ;  a  man  who  both  spends  and  saves 
ij-ney  is  the  himpicst  man,  because  he  has 
S>:h  enjojments. 

The  conversation  having  turned  on  bon'mots^ 
bf  quoted,  from  one  of  the  Ana^  an  exquisite 
instance  of  flatterjr  in  a  maid  of  honour  in 
Knnce,  who  being  asked  by  the  queen  what 
oVlook  it  was,  answered,  **  What  jour  majestv 
;  !•  i.^^.**  *  He  admitted  that  Mr.  Burke  s 
< LeMcal  pun  [p.  273.1  upon  Mr.  Wilkes*s  being 
<^imcU  on  the  shoulders  of  the  mob, 

*  .^-^..^i— —— ..^  numerlsque  fertur 
Lege  Mlutis,*' 

Ttf  admirable ;  and  though  he  was  strange! j 
unwilling  to  allow  to  that  extraordinarj  man 
t  '<*  talent  of  wit ',  he  abo  lauffbed  with  appro- 
UAtiou  at  another  of  his  playful  conceits ;  wnich 
«xs  that  ^  Horace  has  in  one  line  given  a  de- 
s^Tipiion  of  a  good  desirable  manor :  — 

'  £it  modiu  in  rebus,  tont  certi  denique  JSue§ ;  * 
'iiit  is  to  sav,  a  modus  aa  to  the  tithes  and 

He  ot)served,  **  a  man  cannot  with  propriet  j 
';*4k  of  himself,  except  he  relates  simple 
••*'•:  as,  *  I  was  at  Richmond :  *  or  what  de- 
["U'U  OQ  mensuration ;  as,  ^I  am  six  fuet  high.* 
^i?  if  sure  he  has  been  at  Richmond ;  he  is 
'  "^  be  is  six  feet  high ;  but  he  cannot  be  sure 

'  it  wise,  or  that  be  has 'any  other  excellence. 
^""Tit  all  censure  of  a  man*8  self  is  oblique 
K'U'e*    It  is  in  order  to  show  how  much  he 

-til  *paro.  It  has  all  the  invidiou^ncss  of  self- 
•  '-v,  and  all  the  reproach  of  faLjcbood." 
ii>nwux.    **  Sometimes  it  maj  proceed  from 


t\t«  li  •  voHrtna  ~  ^copl*  tM  him  mtvMsblt.  twrmtii^ 
' »»  't  lo  ti>  tAemi  hM  b«  blmMlf  bm)  te«  and  no  douut 
.  ->(•..;  u,  bjppy  ia  bis  avarkc 

*  PoprtUt  iM  tiMUt ;  at  mibl  platido 
l^'  domi,  ilmiil  ae  Romaoa contcnplor  fn  area.*' 


*  I'm  bMtad  b  pDbtie:  baC,  in  Mcret  biMt, 
I  eooiiC  «j  mottej  and  enjoy  my  ch<«t." 

lUr.  I.  Sat.  1.  TQ.^PrmmeU.  —  CaoKsa,  IS47. 

*  Tv«  nacdocc  la  told  In  *•  Memagtmrn^*'  vol.  til.  p.  KM.. 
^  *''.  if  a  **  wmid  of  bononr,**  nor  a«  an  Instance  of  **  er» 
UtUrg.     •*  M.  d*Utte  Halt  rhwalkr  d'honncar  de 

'     * '     Cftte  pHorcvie  lut  de«>*anda  un  jour  anclla  hmire 

'  •( . )]  r^MtdK,  *  MMlanM,  IHtcure  quit  platra  %  Totro 

*/  **    Hmafa  ulU  It  at  a  flemamntr^  of  M.  d'V<*«  ; 

W  .W  U  Moon<>jr«  uft.  that  thU  duke  waf  remarkable 

%utrt4t  and  bloodert,  and  waa  a  kind  of  bmtt,  to  whom 

V  u '  <  thi>  court  luad  to  attribute  all  manner  of  alwurdl- 

*  «  —  f  ■  laaa. 

',  ^^  t" .«  mintWi  folly  tovf^lKated  In  the  notvt  upon  the 

*  •  *ul  ftt  M  Toor  to  the  Hebnde«.**  antf.    p.  TTI    n.  I 

*^  *■ .'     Aim!  kere,  aa  a  lawyer  mindful  nf  xur  maxim  Stmar 

**  far  iwiBSiL  I  caoMt  forbear  to  mention*  that  the  ad- 


a  man*s  strong  consciousness  of  his  faults  being 
ob!«erved.  lie  knows  that  others  would  throw 
hhn  down,  and  therefore  he  had  better  lie 
down  softly  of  his  own  accord.** 
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BminMg  BmeVtn  — «  Tike  fir$i  Whig.**  —  Wine.  — 
Toaao.  Hcmur.  —  Adum  Smith.  —  Pktpe,  — 
Voltaire,  —  Hemty*»  Hittmj.  —  Modtm  Writtrt. 
—  Grttce. —  Rome.  —  Old  Age.  —  Dr.  httheri^ 
torn.  —  Addvum,  —  Chimeu  Lamgunge.  —  InterrU 

of  Moneff hnnp'mitiuM.  —  ExiUenct.  —  Firtme 

and  Vice.  —  7%e  Bat.  -  Lord  Morchmomt.  — 
••  Transpire."*  —  Himu  of  Peer:  —  Ptipe^a  *•  Uni- 
vertai  Prayer.** —  Divoiees,  —  Puraon  Ford's 
Ghott.-—  Lord  aive. 

Oh  Tuesday,  April  28.,  he  was  engaged  to 
dine  at  General  Paoli*s,  where,  as  I  have  al- 
reiuly  observe<l,  I  was  still  intertainetl  in  ele- 
gant hospitality,  and  with  all  the  enKC  and 
comfort  of  a  home.  I  called  on  him,  and 
accompanied  him  in  a  hackncj -couch.  We 
stopped^  first  at  the  bottom  of  Uedgn  Lane, 
into  which  he  went  to  leave  a  letter,  ^*  with 
good  news  for  a  poor  man  in  dibtres^,**  as  he 
told  me.^  I  did  not  question  him  pan  iciilarlj 
as  to  this.  He  himself  oAen  resembled  Lndj 
B(»lin;;broke*8  lively  description  of  Pope :  that 
**  he  was  un  politiaue  aux  chtmz  et  mix  raves^ 
He  would  say,  **  I  dine  to- day  in  Gnisvenor- 
square  ;  **  this  might  be  with  a  duke ;  or,  per- 
haps, "  I  dine  to-day  at  the  other  end  of  the 
t<iwn  : "  or,  **  A  gentleman  of  great  eminence 
called  on  me  yesterday."  He  loved  thus  to 
keep  things  floating  in  conjeeture :  Onne  ig' 
notumpro  magnijico  est.  I  believe  I  vintured 
to  dissipate  the  cloud,  to  unveil  the  iny»t4'ry, 
more  freely  and  frequently  than  any 'of  his 
friends.  We  stopped  again  nt  Wirgnian's,  the 
well-known  toy- shop  in  St.  Jameses  Stn^et,  at 


ditional  note,  ItPfinnlnK  with  **  I  find  tinre  the  former 
edition,**  it  not  mine,  but  was  obiiginfly  rurnulifd  by  Mr. 
Malonc.  vho  «aa  to  kind  as  to  Miperintcnd  tin-  or  »•  while  I 
na*  in  Scotland,  and  the  flrvt  part  oi  the  sec-md  •■ditinn  waa 
printing.  He  would  not  nllo«  me  to  ascribe  it  to  it»  |trot<er 
author ;  but.  ai  it  it  exquisitely  acute  and  rleg-mt.  I  c^ike  this 
opportunity,  without  hla  knowledfe,  to  do  bim  juttice. — 

Bo^WBLk. 

*  ThU.  aa  bntb  Mr.  Bindley  and  Dr.  Kearney  bare  f^tMerred 
to  ne.  it  the  motto  to  **  An  Ittqulry  Into  Cuktnmurr  K»tatea 
and  Tenanta*  Rightt,  Ac. ;  «lth  lonie  ConiMeration*  lor  re- 
■tnUnlng  rxeettlve  FmeB,"  by  Bverard  Flretwood,  Km|  »»o. 
1711.  But  It  U,  probably,  a  mere  colncidmre.  Mr.  Burke, 
perhMie,  never  law  th^l  pamphlet.  —  Mai.O!«B. 

*  Mr.  P.  Cnnnlnghatii  hat.  I  think,  enal»led  ii«  to  clear 
up  Boewell't  mycterT.  by  ttndlitg  In  the  CJarrlck  rorre*|iAMd- 
enrt>  (ii.  30^.).  May.  177H,  tnat  Johnion't  o  tir  friend, 
Maiiritiut  l^owe,  the  painter,  lived  at  Ko.  3.  Ilfd/f  l^tne, 
in  a  tiate  of  evtieme  dlttree* :  and  I  have  little  do<  bt  iMt  the 

{rood  newt  was  that  a  picture  o  hit  was  (at  I  fliid  in  th<*  rata- 
r»irtie  of  that  rear)  admtned  to  ch**  KxhibllM'ni«r  i*>e  K^iyal 
Academy,  then  •  n  tlie  p<4nt  nt  openinir.  John<nii'«  vt^id 
offiret  were  tlmilarlr  exerted  on  Lowe't  hcha'f  «t  th.-  PKbi- 
bitioii  vf  170.    6ct  peel,  sub  IStb  April. »  CaoKEK.  In  17. 
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minster-halU  that  is,  in  foimal  language ;  but 
in  common  language  it  is  understood  to  mean 
prose.'*  JoHHsoN.  (And  here  was  one  of  the 
manj  instances  of  his  knowing  clearly  and 
telling  exactly  how  a  thing  is.)  "  A  pamphlet 
is  understood  in  common  language  to  mean 
prose,  only  from  this,  that  there  is  so  much 
more  prose  written  than  poetry ;  as  when  we 
sny  a  book^  prose  is  understood  for  the  same 
reason,  though  a  book  may  as  well  be  in  poetry 
as  in  prose.  We  understand  what  is  most 
general,  and  we  name  what  is  less  freauent** 

We  talked  of  a  lady's  verses  on  Ireland.^ 
Miss  Rbtnolds.  ^  Have  you  seen  them.  Sir?** 
Johnson.  ^^  No,  Madam ;  I  have  seen  a 
translation  from  Horace,  by  one  of  her 
daughters.  She  showed  it  me."  Miss  Rbt- 
KOLDS.  *^  And  how  was  it,  Sir  P  *'  Johm- 
soN.  "  "Why,  very  well,  for  a  young  miss's 
verses ;  that  is  to  say,  comnared  with  excel- 
lence, nothing ;  but  very  well,  for  the  person 
who  wrote  them.  I  am  vexed  at  being  shown 
verses  in  that  manner.*'  Miss  RBnfou>8. 
**  But  if  they  should  be  good,  why  not  give 
them  hearty  pruse  ?  *'  Johnson.  "  Why, 
Madam,  because  I  have  not  then  got  the  better 
of  my  bad  humour  from  having  been  shown 
them.  You  must  consider.  Madam,  before- 
hand, they  may  be  bad  as  well  as  good.  No- 
body has  a  right  to  put  another  under  such  a 
difficulty,  that  he  must  either  hurt  the  person 
by  telling  the  truth,  or  hurt  himself  by  telling 
what  is  not  true.**  Boswell.  **  A  man 
often  shows  his  writinss  to  people  of  emi- 
nence, to  obtiun  from  them,  either  from  their 
good-nature,  or  from  their  not  being  able  to 
tell  the  truth  firmly,  a  commendation,  of  which 
he  may  afterwards  avail  himself."  Johnson. 
"  Very  true.  Sir.  Therefore,  the  man  who  is 
asked  by  an  author,  what  be  thinks  of  his 
work,  is  put  to  the  torture,  and  is  not  obliged 
to  speak  the  truth ;  so  that  what  he  says  is 
not  considered  as  his  opinion ;  yet  he  has  said 
it,  and  cannot  retract  it ;  and  tins  author,  when 
mankind  are  hunting  him  with  a  canister  at 
his  tail,  can  say,  *  I  would  not  have  published, 
had  not  Johnson,  or  Reynolds,  or  Musgrave, 
or  some  other  good  judge,  commended  the 
work.*  Yet  I  consider  it  as  a  very  difficult 
question  in  conscience,  whether  one  should 
atlvise  a  man  not  to  publish  a  work,  if  profit 
be  his  object ;  for  a  man  may  say,  *•  Had  it  not 
been  for  you,  I  should  have  had  the  money.' 
Now  you  cannot  be  sure ;  for  you  have  only 
your  own  opinion,  and  the  public  may  think 
very  differently.*'  Sib  Joshua  Reynolds. 
*^  X  ou  must  upon  such  an  occasion  have  two 
jud<nncnts;  one  as  to  the  real  value  of  the 
work,  (he  other  as  to  what  may  please  the 
general  taste  at  the  time."  Johnson.  ^*  But 
you  can  be  sure  of  neither ;  and  therefore  I 
shoulil   scruple  much  to  give  a  suppressive 

1  Thfljr  nrf*  mentioned  in  Waltt'i,  biit  without  h  name, 
which  I  cannot  supplj ;  —  mirrr  Lady  Knight?  — Caukva, 
1S47. 


vote.  Both  Goldsmith's  comedies  were  nnr«> 
refused ;  his  first  by  Garrick,  his  second  hv 
Colman,  who  was  prevailed  on  at  last  bv 
much  solicitation,  nay,  a  kind  offeree,  to  brin? 
it  on.  His  '  Vicar  of  Wakefield '  I  ]nT*«a 
did  not  think  would  have  had  much  Bucct<& 
It  was  written  and  sold  to  a  bookseller  bc-ftin 
his  *  Traveller,'  but  published  afler;  so  little 
expectation  had  the  bookseller  from  it  Ibd 
it  been  sold  after  '  The  Traveller,'  be  mij.^; 
have  had  twice  as  much  money  for  it,  ^o\is^ 
sixty  guineas  was  no  mean  price.  The  b(H>k- 
seller  nad  the  advantage  of  Goldsmith**  re{»o- 
tation  from  *'  The  Traveller'  in  the  sslc,  tk  Q:t 
Goldsmith  had  it  not  in  selling  the  copj."  Su 
JosHOA  Rbtnolds.  ^ The  Beggars  OfMTi 
afiTords  a  proof  how  stransely  peope  will  d:fiV: 
in  opinion  about  a  literary  performaQcf 
Burke  thinks  it  has  no  merit.  Johnson.  '*h 
was  refused  by  one  of  the  houaes ;  but  I  $^U 
have  thought  it  would  succeed,  not  from  my 
great  excellence  in  the  writing,  but  from  tbr 
novelty,  and  the  general  spirit  and  gt^rtT  </ 
the  piece,  which  keeps  the  audience  il«)V 
attentive,  and  dismisses  them  in  good  hosx^r. 

We  went  to  the  drawing-room,  where  wt>  j 
considerable  increase  of  company.  Sevenl .: 
us  got  round  Dr.  Johnson,  and  compLii'.^i 
that  he  would  not  give  us  an  exact  catal  -.a' 
of  his  works,  tliat  Siere  might  be  a  corLr«'< 
edition.  He  smiled,  and  evaded  our  entree:  - 
That  he  intended  to  do  it,  I  have  node  J U 
because  I  have  heard  him^say  so;  and  I  bu 
in  my  possession  an  imperfect  list,  fairly  wn:tf3 
out,  wnich  be  entitles  Hutoria  SitidiorKm,  1 
once  got  from  one  of  his  friends  a  list,  «t><i 
there  was  pretty  good  reason  to  supfxwe  ^^ 
accurate ;  for  it  was  written  down  in  hL«  f*^ 
sence  by  this  friend,  who  enumerated  e.'.* 
article  aloud,  and  had  some  of  them  neDth^r**: 
to  him  by  Mr.  Levett,  in  concert  with  «b-^ 
it  was  made  out ;  and  Johnson,  who  hetnl  u. 
this,  did  not  contradict  it.  But  when  I  m '^^ ' 
a  copy  of  this  list  to  him,  and  menticni-^  '"^ 
evidence  for  its  exactness,  be  laughed,  ^'• 
said,  **  I  was  willing  to  let  them  so  on  a^  -'' , 
pleased,  and  never  interfered."  Upon  vh  >  - ' 
read  it  to  him,  article  by  article,  and  ^  >  ' 
positively  to  own  or  refuse ;  and  then,  bji  • . 
obtained  certainty  so  far,  I  p>t  some  otLt*^- 
tides  confirmed  by  him  directly,  and. :."'  ^ 
wards,  from  time  to  time,  made  sd.^L  '-' 
under  his  sanction. 

His  friend,  Edward  Cave,  having  beev  ir<c* 
tinned,  he  told  us,  '^Cave   used  to  »i!!  '*^ 
thousand  of  'The  Gentleman's  Ma^aii't; 
yet  such  was  then  his  minute  attciit^^^  V" 
anxiety  that  the  sale  should  not  M'ft'  '^ 
smallest  decrease,  that  he  would  name  av^  ' 
cular  person  who  he  heard    had  t^l! 
leaving  off  the  Magasine,  and  would  ^«.  '^  * 
us  have  something  good  next  month.*  * 

»  Thii  teems  lo  ranflrm  the  tMi>><ct«rt>  iMd*  *•*    ' 
n.  1..  that  Johnson  accad  for  a  •'~-  ^  «*---.^  .    tr 
Magaiine.  —  Caouu. 
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It  was  obaenred,  that  ayarice  was  inherent 
in  some  dispositions.  Jobmson.  ^No  man 
WAS  bom  a  miser,  because  no  man  was  bom  to 
j)ossession.  Evcrj  man  is  bom  cupiduM  — 
(iesirous  of  getting ;  but  not  avarua — desirous 
of  keeping.  Boswsll.  ^  I  have  heard  old 
Mr.  Sheridan  maintain,  with  much  ingenuitj, 
that  a  complete  miser  is  a  happj  man :  a  miser 
who  gives  himself  wholly  to  tne  one  passion  of 
uving/*  Jomcsoir.  "  That  is  flying  in  the 
fa*>e  of  all  the  world,  who  have  called  an  ava- 
ririotts  man  a  miser,  because  he  is  miserable.' 
No.  Sir ;  a  man  who  both  spends  and  saves 
monej  is  the  happiest  man,  because  he  has 
both  enjoyments. 

The  conversaUon  havins  turned  on  fton-mo/!*, 
be  quoted,  from  one  of  the  Ana,  an  exquisite 
iri^tance  of  flattery  in  a  maid  of  honour  in 
France,  who  being  asked  by  the  queen  what 
I  oVlock  it  was,  answered,  ^  \Vhat  your  majesty 
[M  is<.^.***  He  admitted  that  Mr.  Burkes 
rl.iS.Mca]  pun  [p.  273.1  upon  Mr.  Wilkes's  being 
carried  on  the  liioulders  of  the  mob. 


•• 


numerisque  ftfttur 


Lege  tdutis,* 

was  admirable ;  and  though  he  was  strangely 
anwillitij*  to  aUow  to  that  extraordinary  man 
the  talent  of  wit  \  he  also  laughed  with  appro- 
Utiou  at  another  of  hbplayfiu  conceits ;  which 
vxs  that  ^  Horace  has  m  one  line  given  a  de- 
tcriptioQ  of  a  good  desirable  manor :  — 

*  Cftt  wtodus  in  rebus*  sunt  certi  deniquc^nct/* 

^t  is  to  say,  a  modui  na  to  the  tithes  and 
''^naiajiaes,* 

He  observed,  ^  a  man  cannot  with  propriety 
ipvak  of  himself,  except  he  relates  simple 
li^'iA :  as,  *  I  was  at  Richmond :  *  or  what  ue- 
|*'Q<l9  on  mensuration  ;  as,  *  I  am  six  feet  high.* 
ile  is  lure  he  has  been  at  Richmond ;  he  is 
•'ire  be  is  six  feet  high ;  but  he  cannot  be  sure 
'^  ii  wise,  or  that  he  has  any  other  excellence. 
Ih'Q,  all  censure  of  a  man*s  self  b  oblique 
K^iv!.  It  is  in  order  to  show  how  much  he 
'<»ii  «parc.  It  bos  all  the  invidiousncss  of  self- 
rri.v',  and  all  the  reproach  of  falsehood.** 
l^AWELL.     **  Sometimes  it  may  proceed  from 

T>  ••  b  «  «o|ilritm  —  p«opte  eall  htm  mlsenble,  be»a«# 
'•  •*-  T I  Ml  to  tMtm;  but  h«  hliQiClf  Buy  be,  And  uu  doubt 
{  -   «.if  It,  li«ppj  la  hU  aTarke. 

*  ff^jiut  HM  tllylUt  I  at  mihl  plaiido 

1^.  (luoil,  ilmol  ac  rnnuooa  contcmptor  la  arcm.** 

*  Vn  liiM«d  In  public :  but.  In  mctH  blnl, 
I  OMdM  mj  money  and  enjov  my  choti.*' 

Hot.  1.  8aL  1.  70,^ Ftameis.  ■_  CaoRiB«  1847. 

*  T*»  »«cdM«  la  told  In  *•  MnugianM,'*  Tot.  HI.  p.  104.. 
"*  -  (  nf  a  **  tmmid  of  bonour,**  nor  at  an  Inttance  of  **  er- 
i^'  •<'  JLaUtrg.  -  M.  d'UtH  Halt  rh«valler  d'honneor  de 
'••■»*     Critt  prlorctta  tul  dewanda  un  Jour  anrlle  h^iirv 

'  t .  :t  r^pondlt.  *  M4danic.  lltcurv  qti'il  plalra  ft  rotre 

•'«'**    itenmgm  telU  It  a*  a  pieMmnlrf  f»r  M.  6*VU* ; 

V  «V  la  Monn«>]ro  lajt.  that  tnit  duke  was  remarkahl* 

««'^<^/c  and  blundfTt.  and  was  a  kind  of  butt^  to  whom 

'  •ftnf  tho  ooort  wed  to  attrtbota  all  manoer  of  abturdl- 

•  —  <  ■  fftta. 

*<^  thtt  qufatlnu  fbllj  tov^atlgated  In  tb«  notM  tinon  thr 
^  'fMl  of  a  Tour  to  the   ftrbrtdet."  amt/,    p.  179    ".I 
'  •  1     And  here,  aa  a  lawjrer  mlnilful  of  thr  maxim  Svum 
«>|iw  tnkmitmt  I  cMWOt  Ibrbaar  to  mentiuo.  that  tb«  ad> 


a  man*s  strong  consciousness  of  his  faults  being 
ob.<«erved.  lie  knows  that  others  woiih]  throw 
him  down,  and  therefore  he  had  better  lie 
down  softly  of  his  own  accord.** 


CHAPTER  LXVI. 
1778. 

Bwfinff  BnckUn  —  «  Tie  first  Whig.**  —  Wint.  — 
Tatno,  Homer,  —  Adam  Smith.  —  i^tpr.  — 
Voltaire,  —  Heury*$  Hitttny.  —  Modern  WriterB, 
—  Greece, —  Rome,  —  Ofd  Age,  —  Dr.  hitbert" 
eon.  —  Addison,  —  Chinese  Langwge.  —  Interrsi 
of  Mfmetf.  —  hnag'uatioH.  —  Existence.  —  Virtue 

and    Vice The     Bat.  -    Lord    Afurchmont,  — 

••  Transpire,**  —  House  of  Peers,  —  Pippe's  •*  f/ni- 
versai  Prayer.** —  Divoices,  —  Purson  Fords 
Ghost,—  Lord  Give, 

Ow  Tuesday,  April  28.,  he  was  engaged  to 
dine  at  General  Paoli*8,  where,  as  I  have  al- 
ready observed,  I  was  still  6ntertaincd  in  ele- 
gant hospitality,  and  with  all  the  eaKC  and 
comftirt  of  a  home.  I  called  on  him,  and 
accompanied  him  in  a  hackney-coach.  We 
stopped  first  at  the  bottom  of  IledgK  Lane, 
into  which  he  went  to  leave  a  letter,  ^*\vith 
good  news  for  a  poor  man  in  dibtreins,**  as  he 
told  me.^  I  did  not  question  him  pariiciilurly 
ns  to  this.  He  hiinsclf  oAen  rcsentliled  Lady 
B(ilin^broke*8  lively  description  of  Pope :  that 
*'  he  was  un  politioue  aux  chirux  et  aux  raves,** 
He  would  saj,  "  1  dine  to- day  in  Grosvenor- 
square  ;  **  this  might  be  with  a  duke;  or,  per- 
haps, **  I  dine  to-day  at  the  other  end  of  the 
town;  "or,  **A  gentleman  of  great  eminence 
called  on  me  yesterday.*'  He  loved  thus  to 
keep  things  floating  in  conjecture :  Onne  ig^ 
notumpro  magnijico  est,  I  believe  I  ventured 
to  dissipate  the  cloud,  to  unveil  the  mvstcry, 
more  freely  and  frequently  than  any  of  his 
friends.  \Ve  stopped  again  nt  WirpnianX  the 
well-known  toy- shop  in  St.  Jamcs*s  Street,  at 


ditlonal  note,  beginning  wUb  **  I  And  linre  the  former 
edition,**  \%  not  mine,  but  wat  obliginglj  fiirnitlii^  hj  Mr. 
Malone.  who  waa  to  kind  ai  to  tnpcrintend  ch<*  pr-  <>•  while  I 
wat  In  Scotland,  and  the  Ortt  part  ot  the  lecund  <-diiion  aat 
printing.  He  would  not  nllow  me  to  ascribe  it  to  lu  |'ro|>er 
author ;  but,  ni  It  it  exquUitely  acute  and  ^leg-tnt.  I  ttke  tbl« 
opportunity,  without  bb  know  lodge,  to  do  htm  juttice. — 

BO^WILL. 

4  Thit,  ai  both  Mr.  Bindley  and  Dr.  Kearney  ha*e  r»btenrtd 
to  roe.  It  the  mntio  to  **  An  Inquiry  Into  C«i*tmniiry  K»tatea 
and  Tenanta*  Rights,  ke. ;  with  tome  Consider 4ti<>n«  fi>r  re» 
•training  rxcettire  Fmn,*'  by  Kverard  Fl*^woad.  K»q  Mm. 
I7SI.  But  It  It.  probably,  a  mere  coineidenre.  Mr.  Hurke, 
perhapa,  never  taw  th^t  pamphlet —  MiLOfia. 

*  Mr.  P.  Cunningham  hat.  I  think,  enabled  in  to  clear 
up  Dotwell't  mytterv,  by  flndliig  In  the  narrlH  rorre»iintid- 
enre  (ii.  30^.),  May.  177N,  that  Johnton't  p  tir  iriend, 
Manrliiiit  l/Owe.  the  painter,  llvrd  at  No.  3.  Il«^/f  Line, 
In  a  ttate  of  evtieme  dittrett ;  and  I  have  little  do<  Ik  li,tt  ihe 
good  newt  wat  that  a  picture  o  hit  wat  (ai  1  fltid  In  thi«  r«ta- 
Itigue  of  that  rear)  admitted  to  ihf  Kshibition«f  ti<p  Ki«yal 
\rn(lcmy.  then  •  D  tite  pi»lnt  of  opentnir.  Jntin.nii't  i>«MNi 
ofHrrt  werr  timllarlr  exerted  on  Lowe't  hehaf  -tf  »»««•  Fxhl- 
bitioit  ur  178S.    ae«  peel,  tub  ISth  April.  •»  C'MRia  laty. 
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pushing  a  ftee ;  and  ich  if  yov  plciMb  yoQ  mmj  tcU 
her. 

*•  When  I  called  the  other  day  at  Bumey'i,  I 
ibund  only  the  young  once  at  home ;  at  last  eame 
the  doctor  and  madam,  from  a  dinner  in  the  country, 
to  tell  hov  they  had  been  robbed  as  they  returned. 
Tlie  doctor  saved  his  purse,  but  gave  them  three 
guineas  and  some  silver,  of  which  they  returned 
him  three-and-sixpenoe,  unasked,  to  pay  the  turn- 
pike. 

**  I  have  sat  twice  to  Sir  Joshua,  and  he  seems 
to  like  his  own  performance.  He  has  projected 
another,  in  which  I  am  to  be  busy ;  but  we  can 
think  on  it  at  leisure." ' 

<*  Mrs.  Williams  is  come  home  better,  and  the 
habitation  is  all  concord  and  harmony ;  only  Mr. 
Levett  harbours  discontent  With  Dr.  Lawrence's 
eooseot,  I  have  for  the  two  last  nights  taken 
musk ;  the  first  night  was  a  worM  night  than  com- 
mon, the  second,  a  better ;  but  not  so  much  better 
as  that  I  dare  ascribe  any  virtue  to  the  medicine. 
I  took  a  scruple  each  time.** 

"  Oct  SI.  1778.  — Sir  Joshua  has  finished  my 
picture,  and  it  seems  to  please  every  body ;  but  I 
shall  wait  to  see  how  it  pleases  yon.  To-day  Ifrs. 
Williams  and  Mrs.  Desmoulins  had  a  scold,  and 
Williams  was  going  away :  but  I  bid  her  tut  ittm 
too,  and  she  came  back,  and  rather  got  the  upper 
hand." 

We  surely  cannot  but  adnure  the  benevolent 
exertions  of  this  great  and  good  man,  espe- 
cially when  we  consider  how  grievously  he  was 
afflicted  with  bad  health,  and  how  uncomfort- 
able his  home  was  made  by  the  perpetual 
jarring  of  these  whom  he  charitably  accom- 
modated under  his  roof.  He  has  sometimes 
sufifercd  me  to  talk  jocularly  of  his  anroup  of 
females,  and  call  them  his  Seraglio.  He  thus 
mentions  them,  together  with  nonest  Levett, 
in  one  of  liis  letters  to  Mrs.Thrale :  ^*  Williams 
hates  every  body ;  Levett  hates  Desmoulins, 
and  does  not  love  Williams ;  Desmoulins  hates 
them  both ;  Poll '  loves  none  of  them." 


>  I  timpoM  the  first  li  tbs  TkrmU  pictars^iKyw  Sir 
Robert  Feeri ;  tbs  second  wst  probsbly  enher  that  In  which 
bs  Is  readinc,  or  tbs  other  to  wbicb  be  holds  s  peo— odtber 
of  them  St  all  cosBparsble  to  the  ftmaer  —  perhaps  Sir 
Joshua's  very  flnest  head.  —  Csokbb,  1S47. 

*  Mas  Csnniebael.  —  Boawsix.  I  have  not  learned  bow 
this  iadv  was  eonnectad  with  Dr.  Johnson.  It  would  seem 
from  Madam  D'Arblaj's  account  that  she  was  ln?ited  to 
cnHveD  the  sloom  of  Bolt  Court,  but  did  not  in  that  respect 
answer  Johnson's  expectatJons.  It  was  no  doubt  his  domestic 
experience  wbkh  prompted  his  complimentary  exclamation 
to  Hannah  More  and  her  ftaur  sisters,  "  Wkmilpte  womun 
Ume  kappilm  tagelktr  1 1 .  liort't  Ltfe,  v.  i.  p.  67.  Hawkins 
draws,  as  b  his  wont,  a  rer j  gloomy  picture  of  this  sodety.  — 
"  His  Inmates  were  enemies  to  his  peace,  and  occasioned  bim 
frentdismtiet:  tlmieaiousy  tliatsabaisted  among  tliem  rendered 
Els  dwelling  Irksome  to  him,  and  he  seldom  approached  It, 
after  an  eventag's  conversation  abroad,  but  with  the  dread  of 
•nding  it  a  seene  of  discord,  and  of  having  his  ears  filled  with 
theeomplalnta  of  Mrs.  WiUiams,  of  Frank's  neglect  of  his  duty, 
and  Inattnitloo  to  the  interests  of  his  master,  and  of  Frank 
atalnst  Mrs.  Williams,  for  the  authority  she  assumed  over 
htti.  and  exerdaed  with  an  unwarrantable  severi^.  Even  those 
Intruders  who  had  taken  shelter  under  bis  rooT  and  who,  in 
his  absenee  from  hoeae.  brought  thither  their  children,  ftmnd 
cause  to  murmur ;  **  tneir  provision  of  food  was  scanty,  or 
ttaelr  dinners  ill  dressed ;  '*  all  which  he  chose  to  endure, 
rather  than  nut  an  end  to  thrlr  damours  by  ridding  bis  home 
of  such  thankless  and  troublesome  guesU.  Nay,  so  Insensible 
was  be  of  the  tograthude  of  ihose  whom  he  soflbred  thus  to 
bang  upon  him,  and  among  whom  be  may  be  said  to  have 


JOHNSON  TO  CAPTAIN  LAKGTOK*. 

Warkjf  Camf, 

•' Oct  SI.  1771 

<*  DcAE  Sia,  —  When  I  iceoUcct  how  long  s(e 
I  was  received  with  so  much  kindotss  st  y^aAtj 
CominoDt  I  am  ashamed  that  I  have  oot  msdr  mnds 
inquiries  after  my  friends. 

*<  Praj  how  manj  shcep-staslcrs  did  yoo  convict? 
and  how  did  you  punish  them  ?  Wb«i  sre  yoo  to 
be  cantoned  in  better  habitatioiis  ?  The  sir  pvw% 
cold,  and  the  ground  damp.  Loocer  stay  is  the 
camp  csnnot  be  without  much  auger  lo  the 
health  of  the  common  men,  if  even  the  ofleen  as 


,pe. 

"  You  see  that  Dr.  Percy  is  now  dcss  of 
Carlisle ;  above  five  hundred  a  yesr,  witb  a  power 
of  presenting  himself  to  some  good  Kvinj^.  He  is 
provided  for.  The  session  of  the  Club  b  to  rto- 
roence  with  that  of  the  parliament.  Mr.  Baiib' 
desires  to  be  admitted  ;  he  will  be  a  very  booour- 
able  accession. 

*<Dtd  the  king  plesse  you?*  The  Cothcitk 
men,  I  think,  have  some  rcnaoa  to  complain.* 
Reynolds  says  your  csmp  is  better  then  tbcia  I 
hope  you  find  yourself  able  to  encounter  ths 
weather.  Take  care  of  your  own  beakb ;  sad  si 
you  can,  of  your  men.  Be  pleased  to  mske  dv 
compliments  to  all  the  gentlemen  whose  notice  i 
have  had,  and  whose  kiiidnesa  I  have  eipcriewfd. 
I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c.,  Sam.  Jonssos." 

I  wrote  to  him  on  the  IStli  of  August, tbr 
18th  of  SeDtember,  and  the  6th  of  NoTembe: ; 
informing  nim  of  my  havinff  had  another  ws 
born,  whom  I  had  called  James  ^;  that  1  kai 
passed  some  time  at  Aucblnleck;  that  tlx? 
Countess  of  Loudoun,  now  in  h<Tnincty-nint^ 
year,  was  as  fresh  as  when  be  saw  her,  and  re- 
remembered  him  witb  retmct ;  and  that  \» 
mother  by  adoption,  the  Uoontess  of  Eglis* 
tonne,  had  said  to  me,  ^  TeU  Mr.  Johisoo,  I 
love  him  exceedingly  ;**  tliat  I  had  agsia  fof- 
ferred  much  from  bad  spirits;  and  that  si  ft 


JC 


divided  SB  Ineome  which  was  Uttlw 

his  owD  support,  that  he 

sonal  aftout  from  some  of  them ; 

times  Insult  him,  and  Mrs.  Wlltiane,  la 

rage,  has  hero  known  to  drive  kia 

And  Johnson  himself  writes  to  Mrs.  Thrale,  Oct. 

**  Mrs.  WlUlams  Is  not  jet  returned  ;  b«l  discw^ 

eoolent  reign  In  my  humble  ^^Mlailun  as  In  the 

mooarchs.     Mr.  Levett  and  Mrs.  neemimllni  hara 

eternal  hate.    Levett  Is  the  more 

to  tum  her  out.**  —  Cboksb,  ISI..47 

s  Dr.  JobnsoB  here  i  _ 

Langton,  Esq.,  by  Us  this  ss  raptafirV  Uwefi*'  - 
Militia.  In  wbld)  he  has  sinoe  been  Mac  tfaamved^  iw^  " 
the  rank  of  M^or.  _  BoswsiA. 

*  Afterwards  the  right  bonouribls  8lt  J«f^  Bafti.Kt 
so  long  president  of  the  Royal  SodeCv.  ^^< 

*  HisMsiesty  and  the  ~  '  -  — 
90th  October.  ~  Cboksb. 

*  Of  the  ktaif*s  not  vUUIm  that 
which,  however,  he  did, on  the  Sd  Tfoiimhsi  —  Cteata 

f  This  was  the  gsntliman  who  coMrftamd  a  frv  tmt»» 
this  work.  He  was  nf  Braseanoaa  CrilMo.  asd  a  Vwinm 
Fellow,  and  died  In  Februaiv  isa,  «  hb  liMiin  « *«• 
Temple — MmU.  I  knew  hlaa,  mad.  tti§4  oaca  ta  pmmt^ 
bIm  to  edit  this  work,  but  he  dind  mm  ^ter.  b««*«  ■^ 
completed  a  new  editiOB  of  Maiam»*s  nhahiisasmi  H» "« 
very  convivial  ( Md  in  other  isspsm  Ittn  Wsother-  ^^ 
altoaether  on  a  sasallcr  scale.  Tknee  Is  an  ew*ai «'  ^* 
in  the  Rdin.  Ann.  Reg.  far  181^  wvtsren  to  etf  «»** 
Mend,  Mr.  Mafklsmd.^C2nQBaB,  ir~~     ~ 
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lej  do  for  the  '  but  it  is  an  old  thonsrbt    This  is  one  of  the 
!^Se !     If  th«!7  I  disadvantages  of  wine,  it  makes  a  man  mistake 


c  a: 


3«0^enezt.  And 
^**  do  you  know 

^-  *  tS  ^•*»*^.'*^  *^^  worthy 

i^    ^  M*»*  •  ***'*  drinking 

aiiir  »  "^-^ f^ears  in  the 


si  c-  i^ 


ir 


irltfi 


jr- 


'i^if^this,  merely 

0l%\  three  are 

,tfi'ave  had  the 

I  ^'  rather  save 

'#[  allow  it  is 

.  g^^'t  and  people 

'  .  ^ho  partake 

I!--^J  t*  ^^V^  ^<*a  man  has 
^* " "    *  ~  "^*^  #n!at  personal 

*     i^wme,  any 


*:.:tfk 


LX» 


..-i   fl«?» 


*•  II  ••-  ■ 


^mease  others 


i^^'jlj*  ^  there 
^^JJjjiowever,  be 


:\'.  r  :  *>-^-  **v.  pflffS'^the  iwrfcr." 

^A.j.  ,.jDf  ex^^jjaiai"*^    we  are. 
:J  -n?.  J  ^^ .    ^i*  B**?' J  must  join 


w  Z  r^* 


*>-ri 


cr:TC 


es, 
we 


;;,.Vi  ,..c  worn  . ?«*•      _  ^  ^-dnnkcr. 


r..d  A/ni  to  be  a  f Jfjf>^  Sib 
b  J  did  not  belie^«'^i,ia«^e's  com- 
s<>v.  -*  Sir,  there  arc  '^^jL-f^^^JN  (who, 
^':;Vw^.x.  r,£W  «u^,  ^j:%  Fj^,ery  bodpr 
,^.m-i^red  jH^tween  a  noj^u^^^   won't 

'  J^  vf  5«iU  the  first   ff*^  ^^  IV^d    have 

!^Z^  hnpBtient  of  snhoiditat^^      ..^ 
iir^t  trbo  resisted  power ;—         JiuMtif^). 
\  Better  ta  reign  in  heJI,  than  *'^^?<o  offend 
M  GcneraJ  Faofis  ^ere^^^^  ^y^^;^ 

gd^i.^  people. 

.  i„r*'"«''*'*'"rf*"..''''*^*^.d!l2?i?5''!>'nnected 

r^'^'^i.Joi.  with  wli/ch  ba  me*  *»'"SfeJ. 
iiVr^^/JfCJtier  •r««  mUimkeo,  or  had  •j^^Vy  this  IS 
.,  tr^*'!^  tour  etoOOMnd  cmlei  of  IbM  •^'•JSi •% 

S'*-  tSSSJ*  rn«rtcvi  «dJcJoM  to  t»-s-5S^J 

.1^     --  ^"^^awe  "  C«4«IJ  lib*  publliMr  ^Z^tit —  C 


words  for  thoughts.**  Boswsxx.  **  I  think  it  is 
a  new  thought ;  at  least,  it  is  in  a  new  attitude^ 
JoBHSOif.  *^  Nay,  Sir,  it  is  only  in  a  new  coat ; 
or  an  old  coat  witb  a  new  facing.**  Then,  laugh- 
ing heartily :  **  It  is  the  old  dog  in  the  new 
doublet.  An  extraordinary  instance,  how- 
ever, may  occur,  where  a  man*s  patron  will  do 
nothing  for  him,  unless  he  will  drink :  there 
mar  be  a  good  reason  for  drinking.** 

I  mentioned  a  nobleman,  who  I  oelieved  was 
really  uneasy  if  his  company  would  not  drink 
hard.  Johnson.  "That  is  from  having  had 
people  about  him  whom  he  has  been  accustomed 
to  commanrt.*'  Boswbix.  "  Supposing  I  should 
be  tete-a-tete  with  him  attabk?**  Johnso?(. 
"  Sir,  there  is  no  more  reason  for  your  drink- 
ing with  Aim,  than  his  being  sober  with  yon^ 
BoswBLL.  "  Why,  that  is  true ;  for  it  would 
do  him  less  hurt  to  be  sober,  than  it  would  do 
me  to  get  drunk.**  Jounsox.  "  Yes,  Sir ;  and 
from  what  I  have  heard  of  him,  one  tvouM 
not  wish  to  sacnficc  himself  to  such  a  man. 
If  he  must  always  have  somebody  to  drink  with 
him,  he  should  buy  a  slave,  and  then  he  would 
be  sure  to  have  it.  They  who  submit  to  drink 
as  another  pleases,  make  themselves  his  slaves.** 
Boawaix.  "But,  Sir,  you  will  surely  make 
allowance  for  the  duty  of  hospitality.  A  gen- 
tleman who  loves  drinking,  comes  to  visit  mo.** 
Johnson.  "  Sir,  a  man  knows  whom  he  visits ; 
he  comes  to  the  table  of  a  sober  man.**  Bos- 
WBLL.  "  But,  Sir,  you  and  I  should  not  have 
been  so  well  received  in  the  Highlands  and 
Hebrides,  if  I  had  not  drunk  with  our  worthy 
friends.  Had  I  drunk  water  only  as  you  did, 
they  would  not  have  been  so  cordial.  Joun- 
SON.  "  Sir  William  Temple  mentions,  that  in 
his  travels  through  the  Netherlands  he  had 
two  or  three  gentlemen  witli  him ;  and  when 
a  bumper  was  necessary,  he  put  it  on  them. 
Were  I  to  travel  again  through  the  islands,  I 
would  have  Sir  Joshua  with  me  to  take  tlie 
bumpers.**  Boswbul  •«  But,  Sir,  let  me  put  a 
case.  Sunpose  Sir  Joshua  should  take  a  Jaunt 
into  Scotland ;  he  does  me  the  honour  to  pay 
me  a  visit  at  my  house  in  the  country ;  I  am 
ovegoyed  at  seeing  him;  we  are  quite  by  our- 
selves: shall  I  unsociablv  and  churlishly  let 
him  sit  drinking  by  himself?  No,  no,  my  dear 
Sir  Josliua,  you  shall  not  be  treated  so :  I 
mU  take  a  bottle  with  you.** 

The  celebrated  Mrs.  Rudd«  being  men- 
tioned :  Johnson.  "  Fifteen  years  ago,  I  should 
have  gone  to  see  her.**  SromswooDK.  "Be- 
cause she  was  fifteen  years  younger  P  **  John- 
SON.  "  No,  Sir ;  but  now  they  have  a  trick  of 
putting  every  thing  into  the  newspapers.** 

He  begged  of  General  Paoli  to  repeat  one  of 
the  mtroductory  stanzas  of  the  first  book  of 


*  See  ««lr\  p.  51S.  n  2 C. 
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the  comer  of  St.  Jameses  Place,  to  which  he 
had  been  directed,  but  not  dearly,  for  he  ' 
searched  about  some  time,  and  conul  not  find 
it  at  first ;  and  uid,  "  To  direct  one  onij  to  a 
comer  shop  is  toying  with  one.**  I  supposed 
he  meant  this  as  a  ^ay  upon  the  word  toy :  it 
was  the  first  time  that  I  knew  him  stoop  to  such 
sport.  Afler  he  had  been  some  time  in  the 
shop,  he  sent  for  me  to  come  out  of  the  coach, 
and  help  him  to  choose  a  pair  of  silver 
buckles,  as  those  he  had  were  too  small.  Pro- 
bably this  alteration  in  dress  had  been  sug- 
gested by  Mrs.  Thrale,  by  associating  with 
whom,  liis  external  appearance  was  much  im- 
proved. He  got  better  clothes ;  and  the  dark 
colour,  from  which  he  never  deviated,  was 
enlivened  by  metal  buttons.  His  wigs,  too, 
were  much  better;  and,  during  their  travels 
in  France,  he  was  furnished  with  a  Paris-made 
wig,  of  handsome  construction.' 

Tliis  choosing  of  silver  buckles  was  a  nego- 
tiation :  *'  Sir,**  said  he,  *^  I  will  not  haVe  the 
ridiculous  large  ones  now  in  fashion ;  and  I 
will  give  no  more  than  a  guinea  for  a  pair.** 
Such  were  the  principles  of  the  business ;  and, 
afler  some  examination,  he  was  fitted.  As  wc 
drove  along,  I  found  him  in  a  talking  humour, 
of  which  I  availed  myself.  Boswbll.  "  I  was 
this  morning  in  Kialey*s  shop.  Sir ;  and  was 
told,  that  the  collection  called  ^Johntoniana  [p. 
479.]  had  sold  very  much.**  Johksoii.  "  1  et 
the  *  Joumey  to  the  Hebrides*  has  not  had  a 
great  sale.**  *  Boswbix.  "That  is  strange.** 
JoHMSoN.  *''  Yes,  Sir ;  for  in  that  book  I  have 
told  the  world  a  great  deal  that  they  did  not 
know  before.** 

Bos  w  ELL.  '*  I  drank  chocolate,  Sir,  this  morn- 
ing with  Mr.  Eld ;  and,  to  my  no  small  surprise, 
ibund  him  to  be  a  Staffordshire  Whi^,  a  ocing 
which  I  did  not  believe  had  existed.  *  Johh- 
soN.  **  Sir,  there  ore  rascals  in  all  countries.*' 
BoswELL.  "  Eld  said,  a  Tory  was  a  creature 
generated  between  a  nonjuring  parson  and 
one*a  grandmother.**  Johhsok.  "  And  I  have 
always  said,  the  first  Whig  was  the  Devil.** 
BoswELL.  "  He  certainly  was,  Sir.  The  DevQ 
was  impatient  of  subordination ;  he  was  the 
first  who  resisted  power  :-— 

*  Better  to  reign  ui  hell,  than  serre  in  lieaTcn.*  ** 

At  General  Paolfs  were  Sir  Joshua  Bey- 


1  In  feneiml  hit  wigs  wer«  Tcrj  thabby ,  ■Dd  their  ftnw  purta 
were  burned  awev  b]r  Uie  ueer  approecli  of  the  candlei  which 
hit  •bort-«lghtednes«  rtndered  nccetMiy  In  reedinf.  At 
Streetham.  Mr.  Thnde't  boiler  alwayt  iept  a  better  wig 
In  hi*  own  hands,  with  which  he  met  Johnaoa  at  the  fiarlnor- 
door,  when  the  Ml  had  called  him  down  to  dinner  s  and  this 
ludlrroiu  cemnonf  was  pertenned  eveiT  der.— Caossn. 

s  Here  he  either  wa«  mlatahen.  er  hnd  a  dlibreat  notion  of 
an  extensive  tale  (rom  what  i«  generally  onCertalned :  for  the 
fact  it.  that  four  thouiand  copic*  of  that  excellent  work  were 
•old  very  ^okkly.  A  new  edition  hat  been  printad  Unee  his 
death,  betidra  that  In  the  collection  of  hit  work*. .-  Bo«wiu. 
Another  edition  has  lieen  printed  since  Mr.  Boewell  wrote 
the  above,  besides  rcpeatel  editions  hi  the  general  collection 
of  hit  works  during  the  last  twenty  years.  —  MAtrO^i.  ISIM. 
Hannah  More  Mys.  that  **  Cadell  the  publisher  loM  her,  that 
he  hi^  sold  4000  the  irst  week."  ~  Life,  vol.  1.  p. ».  This 
enormoo*  sale  at  first,  made  Johnson  think  psfhi|W  the  sob- 
canty.  ^Caoun,  ISIS. 


nolds,  Mr.  Lax^ton,    Marchese  Ghenrdi  of 
Lombardy,   and  Mr.  John  Spottiswoode  the 
youn^r,  of  Spottiswoode  ',  the  soHcIior.  At 
this  time  fears  of  an  invasion  were  circultted;  to 
obviate  which  Mr.  Spottiswoode  obaeiTed,ib« 
Mr.  Fraser,  the  en^pneer,  who  had  lately  come 
from  Dunkirk,  said,  that  the  yrend  oad  tbe 
same  fears  of  us.    Joaisaoi.  **  It  is  thus  tbi: 
mutual  cowardice  keeps  us  b  pesoe.   Were 
one  half  of  mankind  brave,  and  one  hslf  cov- 
ards,  the  brave  would  be  alwajs  beailiu  the 
cowards.    AY  ere  all  brave,  they  would  leadi 
very  uneasy  life ;  all  would  be  oontiouaUj  fi.:bi- 
ing:  but  being  all  cowards,  we  go  on  very  vu^ * 
We  talked  of  drinking  wine.    Johsoos.  ''I 
require  wine  only  when  I  am  slone.   I  hsy- 
then  often  wished  for  it,  and  oflen  ukeo  lU 
^oTTiswooDS.  •*What,bywayofacoinpim.n. 
Sir?"    JoHSisoN.  "To  get  rid  of  myself,  l^ 
send  myself  away.    Wine  gives  great  {ilea-^ur? ; 
and  every  pleasure  is  of  itself  a  good.   It  is  '* 
good,  unless  counterbalanced  by  evU.    A  ^^ 
mav  have  a  strong  reason  not  to  drink  wii. : 
and  that  may  be  greater  than  the  plea>i:* 
Wine  makes  a  man  better  pleased  with  1. 1  * 
self.    I  do  not  say  that  it  makes  hiinc:.' 
pleasing  to  others.    Sometimes  it  does.   K-.. 
the  danger  is,  that  while  a  man  pov*  li-":  * 
pleased  with  himself^  he  may  be  growing  .>*- 
pleasing    to    others.  ^    Wine   gives  a  t%« 
nothing.    It  neither  gives  him  knowled?  i* ' 
wit ;  it  only  animates  a  man,  nnd  eoabit-  i*  - 
to  bring  out  what  a  dread  of  the  conpao}  ^ 
repressed.    It  only  puts  in  motion  wbt :  - 
been  locked  up  in  frost.     But  this  maj  h:  ;*"  > 
or  it  majr  be  bad."     SpomswooDa   "^ 
Sir,  wine  is  a  key  which  opens  a  box ;  t^t  ?  - 
box  may  be  either  full  or  empty  ?  "    Jov.'^^  ^ 
"  Nay,  Sir,  conversation  is  tne  key :  *•'*'  •*  - 
picklock,  which  forces  open  the  box,  tsA   - 
jures  it.    A  man  shoxdd  cultivate  hia  t.  - 
1X5  to  have  that  confidence  and  readiz)c»»  v    * 
out  wine,  which  wine  gives.**    Boswau.  *"i- 
great  difficulty  of  resisting  wine  b  fruc.  ^ "  * 
volence.    For  instance,  a  good  wi>rtii»  r 
asks  you  to  taste  his  wine,  which  be  bis  ^ 
twenty  years  in  his  cellar."    Johsso^.  ">' 
all  this  notion  about  benevolence  arise?  (ret « 
man's  imagining  himself  to  be  of  more  in^  "* 
ance  to  oUiers  than  he  really  is.    Tbor  a:  | 
care  a  farthing  whether  he  drtaks  wuk  (^  r  t 


3  In  tbe  phraseoloiry  of  ScntlaBMl.  I  sboaU  herr  «W 
John  Spottiswoode,  the  yonnfrr,  4f  tk^  of  J«^- 
that  sense  of  the  word  eery  welL  and  has  tbns  *%r-'^ 
his  **  DlcUonary  **  —eeer.  / 
as.  MAcMifes*  </  thef  Ht, 
name  and  the  title  of  his 
Johnson  derives  It  from  the 
an  abbreriatiun  of  the  Latin  — 
woode  married  thedaufhicr  of 
was  the  father  s#  the  presan 
the  nriotrr  of  this  work.   JmSf,  ». 

«  It  to  obscrred  In  **  WdUar*s  Ufa, 
Britaanlca."  that  he  drank  onlf 
In  a  companj  who  were  drinhlnf 
to  aecommodate  his  diseontse  < 
isndk.-*  Uescesslndrlakl^hn 
Just.    Bot  sorely  a 
spirits  which 
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Sii  Jonir  A  Rbtkolds.  **  Yes,  the/  do  for  the 
time.*  JoiusoK.  ^  For  the  time !  If  they 
care  this  minttie,  ther  forget  it  the  next  And 
M  for  the  good  worthy  man,  how  do  you  know 
he  is  good  uid  worthy  ?  No  good  and  worthy 
man  will  insist  upon  another  man^s  drinking 
wine.  As  to  the  wine  twenty  years  in  the 
odkr, — of  ten  men,  three  say  this,  merely 
because  they  most  say  something ;  three  are 
telling  a  lie,  when  they  say  they  have  had  the 
wine  twenty  years;  three  would  rather  save 
the  wine;  one,  perhaps,  cares.  I  allow  it  is 
"oinethittg  to  please  one's  company;  and  people 
arc  alway:!  pleased  with  tfaone  who  partuce 
pLusure  with  them.  But  after  a  man  has 
:>niughthim!»clf  to  relinquish  the  great  personal 
pU'asure  which  arises  from  drinkmg  wme,  any 
oibcr  consideration  is  a  trifle.  To  ^eaae  others 
bj  drinking  wine,  is  somethinf  only,  if  there 
be  nothing  against  it.  I  shouM,  however,  be 
torrj  to  ofl^d  worthy  men :  — - 

'  Cunt  be  the  Terse,  how  well  ■oc*cr  it  flow. 
That  tcnd^  to  inako  one  worthy  man  my  foe.*  *' 

RoswsLL.  *^  Curst  be  the  »pring^  the  water, ^ 
Jou.HSOH.  '^Hut  let  us  consider  what  a  sad 
^n^  it  would  be,  if  we  were  obliged  to  drink 
do  any  thiii^  else  that  may  happen  to  be 
a:n'eiUc  to  tho  company  where  we  are.'* 
LiXtiTOM.  '^By  the  same  rule,  you  must  ioin 
wiiU  a  gang  of  cut-purses.*'  Joukson.  '*  Yes, 
Sir ;  but  yet  we  must  do  justice  to  wine :  we 
ioa«t  allow  it  the  power  it  possesses.  To  make 
}  man  pleased  with  himself,  let  me  tell  you, 
i'  doing  a  very  great  thing ; — 

*  Si  (Mitri*  Tolumut,  iii  mobU  vivcre  eari.' "  * 

I  W3S  at  this  time  myself  a  wafer-drinker, 
(I  on  trial,  by  Johnson's  recommendation. 
«i«»n!«M>N.  ^Boswell  is  a  bolder  combatant  than 
^•r  J'lsbaa:  he  argues  for  wine  without  the 
i'-ip  of  wine ;  but  Sir  Joshua  with  it.**  Sib 
J'»«Hi-A  RiTHOLDe.  ^  But  to  pleosc  one*s  com- 
y^j  is  a  strons  motive.**  JoHifSOii  (who, 
"*»m  drinking  amy  water,  suppoiied  every  body 
•<!•'>  drank  wine  to  be  elevated).  ^*I  wont 
'".'ue  anv  more  with  you.  Sir.  Yon  are  too 
t-ir  iroiMs^  Sin  JoanuA.  **I  should  have 
Uioimbt  so  mdeed.  Sir,  had  I  made  such  a  speech 
M  you  have  now  done.**  Jorhsoh  fdrawing 
hiia«elf  in,  and,  I  really  thought,  blushing;). 
**  Nav,  don't  be  angry.  I  did  not  mean  to  oflend 
TOO.  Sib  JoaouA.  ^  At  first  the  taste  of  wine 
*M  disagreeable  to  me ;  but  I  brought  myself 
to  drink  it,  that  I  might  be  like  other  people. 
1^^  pleasure  (if  drinking  wine  is  so  connected 
*iib  pleasing  Toor  company,  that  altoji^ether 
^Wre  is  sotiietning  of  social  goodness  m  iL" 
•l'>«Mo««  ^  Sir,  thia  is  only  saying  the  same 
*hiBg  oTer  again."  Sib  JoeauA.  *'  No,  this  is 
Jonsaox.    **  You  put  it  in  new  words, 
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but  it  b  an  old  thoojrht.  This  is  one  of  the 
disadvantages  of  wine,  it  makes  a  man  mistake 
words  for  thoughts."  Boswbix.  **  I  think  it  is 
a  new  thought ;  at  least,  it  is  in  a  new  attitude,^ 
JoBBSON.  ^  Nay,  Sir,  it  is  only  in  a  new  coat ; 
or  an  old  coat  with  a  new  facing.**  Tlien,  laugh- 
ing heartily :  **  It  is  the  old  dog  in  the  new 
doubleL  An  extraordinary  instance,  how- 
ever, may  occur,  where  a  man*s  patron  will  do 
nothing  for  him,  unless  he  will  drink :  ihert 
mar  be  a  good  reason  for  drinking.** 

1  mentioned  a  nobleman,  who  I  Relieved  was 
really  uneasy  if  his  company  would  not  drink 
hard.  Johhsoic.  *^That  is  from  having  had 
people  about  him  whom  he  has  been  accustomed 
tocommann."  Boswbix.  **  Supposin^I  should 
be  tete-a-tete  with  him  attabie?'*  Johnson. 
"  Sir,  there  is  no  more  reason  for  your  drink- 
ing with  Atm,  than  his  being  sober  with  yon.^ 
BoswBLL.  **  Why,  that  is  true  ;  for  it  would 
do  him  less  hurt  to  be  sober,  than  it  would  do 
me  to  get  drunk."  Jobnson.  **  Yes,  Sir ;  and 
from  what  I  have  heard  of  him,  one  would 
not  wish  to  sacrifice  himself  to  such  a  man. 
If  he  must  always  have  somebody  to  drink  with 
him,  he  should  buy  a  slave,  and  then  he  would 
be  sure  to  have  it.  They  who  submit  to  drink 
as  another  pleases,  make  themselves  his  slaves.** 
Boswbix.  "But,  Sir,  you  will  surely  make 
allowance  for  the  dutv  of  hospitality.  A  gen- 
tleman who  loves  drinking,  comes  to  visit  inc." 
JoHMSOB.  **  Sir,  a  man  knows  whom  he  visits  ; 
he  comes  to  the  table  of  a  sober  man."  Bos- 
WBLL.  "  But,  Sir,  you  and  I  should  not  have 
been  so  well  received  in  the  Highlands  and 
Hebrides,  if  I  had  not  drunk  with  our  worthy 
friends.  Had  I  drunk  water  only  as  you  did, 
they  would  not  have  been  so  cordial.  John- 
SOB.  ^  Sir  William  Temple  mentions,  that  in 
his  travels  through  the  Netherlands  he  had 
two  or  tliree  gentlemen  witli  him ;  and  when 
a  bumper  was  necessary,  he  put  it  on  them. 
Were  I  to  travel  again  through  the  islands,  I 
would  have  Sir  Joshua  with  me  to  take  the 
bumpers."  Boswbix  *'  But,  Sir,  let  me  put  a 
case.  Suppose  Sir  Joshua  should  take  a  jaunt 
into  Scotland ;  he  does  me  the  honour  to  pay 
me  a  vi?it  at  my  house  in  the  country ;  I  am 
overjoyed  at  seeing  him;  we  are  auite  by  our- 
selves: shidl  I  unsociably  and  cnurlislily  let 
him  sit  drinking  by  himself?  No,  no,  my  dear 
Sir  Joshua,  you  shall  not  be  treated  so ;  1 
wiU  take  a  bottle  with  you." 

The  celebrated  Mm.  Rudd'  bein«;  men- 
tioned :  Jobbsob.  **  Fifteen  years  ago,  I  should 
huve  gone  to  see  her."  SporrtswooDR.  **  Be- 
cause she  was  fifteen  years  younger  ?  "  John- 
sob.  **No,  Sir;  but  now  they  have  a  trick  of  i 
putting  every  thing  into  the  newspapers."  j 

He  begged  of  General  Paoli  to  rcfieat  one  of 
the  introductory  stanzas  of  the  first  book  of 
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Tasso's  "  Jerusalem,"  which  he  did  ;  and  then 
Johnson  found  fault  with  the  simile  of  sweeten- 
ing the  edges  of  a  cup  for  a  child ',  being 
transferred  from  Lncrctins  into  an  epic  poem. 
The  General  said  he  did  not  imagine  Homer's 
poetry  was  so  ancient  as  is  supposed,  because 
ne  ascribes  to  a  Greek  colony  circumstances  of 
refinement  not  found  in  Greece  itself  at  a  later 
period,  when  Thucydides  wrote.*  JoHiisoif. 
*'  I  recollect  but  one  passage  quoted  by  Thu- 
cydides  from  Homer,  which  is  not  to  be  found 
in  our  copies  of  Homer*8  works ;  I  am  for  the 
antiquity  of  Homer,  and  think  that  a  Grecian 
colony,  by  being  nearer  Persia,  might  be  more 
refined  than  the  mother  country.** 

On  Wednesday,  April  29.,  I  dined  with  him 
at  Mr.  Allan  Kamsay*s,  where  were  Lord 
Binning,  Dr.  Robertson  the  historian,  Sir 
Joshua  Reynolds,  and  the  Honourable  Mrs. 
Boscawen  ',  widow  of  the  Admiral,  and  mother 
of  the  present  Viscount  Falmouth ;  of  whom, 
if  it  be  not  presumptuous  in  me  to  praise  her, 
I  would  say,  that  her  manners  are  the  most 
agreeable,  and  her  conversation  the  best,  of 
any  lady  with  whom  I  ever  had  the  happiness 
to  be  acquainted.  Before  Johnson  came,  we 
talked  a  good  deal  of  him.  Ramsay  said,  he 
had  always  found  him  a  very  polite  man,  and 
that  he  treated  him  with  great  respect,  which 
he  did  very  sincerely.  I  said,  I  worshipped 
him.  Robertson.  **  But  some  of  you  spoil 
him :  you  should  not  worship  him ;  you  should 
worship  no  man.*'  Bos  well.  "  I  cannot  help 
worshipping  him,  he  is  so  much  superior  to 
other  men.**  Robertson.  "  Li  criticism,  and 
in  wit  and  conversation,  he  is,  no  doubt,  very 
excellent ;  but  in  other  respects  he  is  not  above 
other  men  :  he  will  believe  any  thing,  and  will 
strenuously  defend  the  most  minute  circum- 
stance connected  with  the  church  of  England.** 
BoswELL.  "  Believe  me,  Doctor,  you  are  much 
mistaken  as  to  this ;  for  when  you  talk  with 
him  calmly  in  private,  he  is  very  liberal  in  his 
way  of  thinking.**  Robertson.  "  He  and  I 
have  been  always  very  gracious :  the  first  time 
I  met  him  was  one  evening  at  Strahan*s,  when 
he  had  just  had  an  unlucky  altercation  with 
Adam  Smithy  to  whom  he  had  been  so  rough, 
that  Strahan,  aflcr  Smith  was  ^one,  had  re- 
monstrated with  him,  and  told  him  that  I  was 
coming  soon,  and  that  he  was  uneasy  to  think 
that  he  might  behave  m  the  same  manner  to 
me.  '  No,  no.  Sir  (said  Johnson),  I  warrant 
you,  Robertson  and  I  shall  do  very  well.* 
Accordingly  he  was  gentle  and  good-humoured 


1  Th^  pas^AiTM  Biv  in  the  Jirrwjolmi.  mnto  I.  it.  3.,  aiMlln 
Lncretiut.  i.  9:)'i..  and  ugiiin.  ir.  12.— Crorbr. 

*  Thp  qiioratinn«  m  the  third  liook  of  Thiicrdidn  are  not 
fVom  thn  Jlia  i  or  Odystrw,  but  from  thf  Hymn  to  ApoUo, 
attributed  to  Homer.  It  it,  af  Lord  \berdprn  obterTea  to 
me.  remnrliAble  thiit  the  mo*t  judirioiit  of  the  (ireeii  hii- 
toriani  thoiild  have  quoted  this  hymn,  not  only  witbout 
expre«^ing  Rnj  dniiht  of  its  authi'nticitT.  hut  a«' historical 
proof.  —  morr  p*p»'ci  tllr  a>  in  the  6r«i  booii  of  hit  History 
there  i«  Rri'»t  evidcnrf  of  »  real  «plrii  of  inquiry,  and  of  tome- 
thiof;  llJie  the  pbitotuphlcal  critlciiin  of  modem  tiuie».'* 
^CaoKca.  IMT. 


and  courteous  with  me,  the  whole  ereniDg; 
and  he  has  been  so  upon  every  occasion  tbtt 
we  have  met  since.  1  have  often  said  (lauj^k- 
ine),  that  I  have  been  in  a  great  meisure 
indebted  to  Smith  for  mj  gofjd  reoeptioiL*' 
BoswELL.  ^  His  power  of  reasoning  n  rerf 
strong,  and  he  has  a  peculiar  art  of  dnvinic 
characters,  which  is  as  rare  as  good  portnit 
painting.**  Sib  Joshua  Rbtnoum.  **Ue  ii 
undoubtedly  admirable  in  this ;  bat,  in  onkr 
to  mark  the  characters  which  he  draws,  ite 
overcharges  them,  and  gives  people  morp  thaa 
they  really  have,  whether  of  good  or  bad.' 

No  sooner  did  he,  of  whom  we  bad  been  tbos 
talking  so  easily,  arrive,  than  we  were  tU  as  , 
quiet  as  a  school  upon  the  entrance  of  the  Uead-  ' 
master ;  and  we  very  soon  sat  down  to  a  tab!' 
covered  with  such  a  variety  of  good  things,  is 
contributed  not  a  little  to  dispose  him  to  be 
pleased. 

Ramsay.  **  I  am  old  enough '  to  have  b<Hn 
a  contemporary  of  Pope.  uis  poetiy  wn 
highly  admired  in  his  life-Ume,  more  a  irrv-i: 
deal  than  after  his  death.**  Johnson.  **  ^|^ 
it  has  not  been  less  admired  since  his  death . 
no  authors  ever  had  so  much  fame  in  their  **^'^ 
life- time  as  Pope  and  Voltaire;  and  ?»>-■ 
poetry  has  been  as  much  admired  siDcr  \-> 
death  as  during  his  life :  it  has  only  not  N«'3 
as  much  talked  of;  but  that  is  owing  to  it* 
being  now  more  distant,  and  P^<>pl^  harir: 
other  writings  to  talk  of.  Virgil  is  less  taikM 
of  than  Pope,  and  Homer  is  less  talked  of  th  31* 
Virgil;  but  they  are  not  leas  admired.  M* 
must  read  what  the  world  reads  at  the  mo-  i 
ment.  It  has  been  maintained  that  this  $u^*r- 
fetation,  this  teeming  of  the  press  in  mi^.* '' 
times,  is  prejudicial  to  good  litcntuiyN  '^ 
cause  it  obliges  us  to  read  so  Aiuch  of  «*>*  " 
of  inferior  value,  in  order  to  be  in  the  fa»>-»  ^\ 
so  that  better  works  are  neglected  for  « *r-:  - 
time,  because  a  man  will  have  more  gratit  t- 
tion  of  his  vanity  in  conversation,  fitmi  ha^i^' 
read  modern  books,  than  from  havin*  n^- 
the  best  works  of  antiquity.  But  it  mufi  ^ 
considered,  that  we  have  now  more  know  ••'Ir 
generally  diffused:  all  our  ladies  read  i*-*- 
which  is  a  great  extension.  Modem  wr.t.** 
are  the  moons  of  literature ;  they  shin^  v 
reflected  light,  with  light  borrowed  fn«i  ti* 
ancients.  Greece  appears  to  me  to  I*  ^^ 
fountain  of  knowledge ;  Rome  of  e)cja»^ 
Bamsat.  "  I  suppose  Homer's  *  Iliad*  i*>  '*" 
a  collection  of  pieces  which  had  been  vnft* 
before  his  time.    I  shoidd  like  to  see  a  ins-  , 


s  Francef,  daaxhter  of  Wnitam  Kwlm  GI««4V  Fi* 
married.  In  174S,  to  Admiral  BoM««m.  *  S:b»  4w4  •  * ' 

This  excf>llent  ami  hi|;hly.|riard  <a.1j  m«h*aa  t*^*  •  ' 
Afrure  in  the  correipondenra  of  Mr».  Honiagai.  M*%  t^*^« 
and  Hannah  More.  —  Caokaa. 

♦  Thii,  proUahly,  wa«  the  •cene.  Ihr  exj||iii*ac<"  •  ""  * 
repreientAtlon  of  which  may  bav^  given  r»#  ••  f»  ** 
Millar's  Kandalout  anecdote.      S«v   mmti,  ^  IBL  a  I  ' 
Caoaaa. 

^  Mr.  Ramiar  waB  al  Icait  U  («aa#,  pL  STK  &  »  .  « 
Pope's  death.  —  Caoatm. 
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Ution  of  it  in  poetical  proie,  like  the  book  of 
Roth  or  Job.  Robsbtsoh.  *' Would  yon, 
Dr.  JohmoD,  who  ere  a  mister  of  the  £iu[lish 
liQgttage,bat  trjr  your  hand  upon  a  part  ont  ?*' 
Jomtsov.  **  Sir,  joa  would  not  read  it  with- 
out the  pleaaure  of  Tene.** ' 

We  Uuked  of  antiquarian  researches.  Jokr- 
MK.  **  All  that  is  reallj  Amnon  of  the  ancient 
lUte  of  Britain  is  contained  in  a  few  pages. 
We  cos  know  no  more  than  what  the  old 
writers  have  told  us;  yet  what  large  books 
hire  we  upon  it,  the  whole  of  which,  excepting 
SQch  parts  ss  are  taken  from  those  old  writers, 
b  sll  a  dream,  such  as  Whitaker*s  *  Man- 
chester.* I  haTe  heard  Henry's  *  History  of 
BhtaiQ*  well  spoken  of ;  I  am  told  it  is  carried 
OD  in  leparate  divisions,  as  the  civil,  the  mili- 
tarj,  the  religious  history.  I  wish  much  to 
KsTeoDS  branch  wdl  done,  and  that  is  the 
history  of  manners,  of  ooomion  life.**  Robbbt- 
•01.  **  Henry  should  have  applied  his  atten- 
tioQ  to  that  alone,  which  is  enough  for  any 
nan ;  and  he  might  have  found  a  great  deiu 
Mttered  in  Tartoos  books,  had  he  raul  solely 
with  that  view.  Henry  erred  in  not  selling 
his  first  volume  at  a  moderate  price  to  the 
booksellers,  that  they  mi^ht  have  pushed  him 
00  till  he  had  got  reputation.  I  sold  my  *  His- 
tory ofScodand  at  a  moderate  price,  as  a  work 
hf  which  the  booksellers  mignt  either  sain  or 
ooC;  and  Cadell  has  told  me,  that  Milfiff  and 
ke  have  got  six  thousand  pounds  by  it.  I 
•fterwards  reomvedamuch  higher  price  for 
■7  writings.  An  author  should  sell  his  first 
vork  for  what  the  booksellers  will  give,  till  it 
>U1  sppear  whether  he  is  an  author  of  merit, 
w,vhM^  is  the  same  thing  as  to  pnrchase- 
Booey,  an  author  who  pleases  the  public.** 

Dr.  Robertson  espatiated  on  the  character 
of  a  certain  nobleman  [Lord  Clive]  ;  that  he 
VM  one  of  the  stronsest-minded  men  that  ever 
lived;  that  he  would  sit  in  company  auite 
>lB||psh,  while  there  was  nothing  to  call  forth 
^  lateUeetaal  vigour ;  but  the  moment  that 
lay  important  subject  was  started,  for  in- 
i^Moe,  how  this  country  is  to  be  defended 
^Pkinst  a  French  invasion,  he  would  rouse 
^ifsseli^  and  show  hb  extraordinary  talents, 
*i^  the  nost  powerful  ability  and  animation. 
Jonsoa.  **  Yet  this  man  cut  his  own  throat. 
^  true  strong  and  sound  mind  is  the  mind 
^  can  embrace  equally  great  things  and 
mU.  Now,  I  am  told  the  King  of  Frussia 
*iU  say  to  a  servant,  *  Bring  me  a  bottle  of 
*Kk  a  wtae,  which  came  in  such  a  year ;  it 


Tbb  mpitoiwn,  vhldi  UaUmm  Darter  mad*  In  vain, 
la  our  ovn  laaiuaga*  Iqr  tba  aditiw  or 
r  aort  oIUmt  tklnk  vory  BMaaly  of  bto 
tkat  Dr.  JoImmb  wai  to  iIm  rlabt  Aod 
a  of  rMl jvnihM,  hat  mUorabljr  fallod  la  bio 
~B<HW»A.  II  te  the  Albion  to  call 
Mlurt^  ao<1  1^  tbo  tide  of  PoM*t 
bvllllaac7  It  oodoabtadly  tmmt  ddtelcnt 
^id  •pltadoar.  LIko  aa  mtravlaf,  or 
^  «H  Saa  pteCart,  tbo  ootUoo  te  OYael.  but  the 
*<M  r  liiiiiag  te  afeMsL  It  te.  bewovn.  ibo  noaroti  por 
ps  *«  bavo  of  Hmmt,  Md  tbo  MOf«  OM  ra^  B.  Ibo 


Mr  C8«p«. 
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lies  in  such  a  comer  of  the  cellars.*  I  would 
have  a  man  great  in  great  things,  and  elegant 
in  little  thix^**  He  said  to  me  afterwards, 
when  we  were  by  ourselves,  **  Robertson  was 
in  a  mighty  romanUc  humour ;  he  talked  of 
one  whom  he  did  not  know ;  but  I  downed 
him  with  the  King  of  Prussia.**  •«  Yes,  Sir,** 
said  I,^  **  you  threw  a  boitie  at  his  head.** 

An  ingenious  gentleman  was  mentioned,  con- 
cerning whom  both  Robertson  and  Ramsay 
agreed  that  he  had  a  constant  firmness  of  mind ; 
for,  after  a  laborious  day,  and  amidst  a  multi- 
plicity of  cares  and  anxieties,  he  would  sit 
down  with  his  sisters,  and  be  auite  cheerful 
and  good-humoured.  Such  a  oisposition,  it 
was  observed,  was  the  happy  gift  of  nature. 
JoHBsoH.  **  I  do  not  think  so :  a  man  has  from 
nature  a  certain  portion  of  mind ;  the  use  he 
makes  of  it  depends  upon  his  own  f^  will. 
That  a  man  has  always  the  same  firmness  of 
mind,  I  do  not  say :  because  every  man  feels 
his  mind  less  firm  at  one  time  than  another ; 
but  I  think,  a  inan*s  being  in  a  good  or  bad 
humour  depends  upon  his  wilL**'  I,  however, 
could  not  help  thinking  that  a  inan*s  humour 
is  often  uncontrollable  by  his  will. 

Johnson  harangued  against  drinking  wine. 
**  A  man,**  said  he,  **  may  choose  whether  he 
will  have  abstemiousness  and  knowle^^  or 
claret  and  ignorance.**  Dr.  Robertson  Mrho  is 
very  companionable)  was  beginning  to  dissent 
as  to  the  proscription  of  claret  Johhsoh  Twith 
apkcid  smile).  **  Nay,  Sir,  you  shall  not  differ 
with  me ;  as  X  have  said  that  the  man  is  most 
perfect  who  takes  in  the  most  things,  I  am  for 
knowledge  and  daret**  Robbbtsob  (holding 
a  glass  of  generous  claret  in  hb  hand).  *^  Sir, 
I  can  onfy  drink  your  health.**  Johbsob. 
"  Sir,  I  should  be  sorry  if  yov  should  be  ever 
in  such  a  state  as  to  be  able  to  do  nothing 
more.**  Robbbtsob.  **Dr.  Johnson,  allow  me 
to  say,  that  in  one  respect  I  have  the  advantaffe 
of  you :  when  you  were  in  Scotland  you  would 
not  come  to  hear  any  of  our  preachers ;  where- 
as, when  I  am  here,  I  attena  your  public  wor- 
ship without  scruple,  and,  indeed,  with  great 
sa^faction.**  Johbson.  *«Why,  Sir,  that  is 
not  so  extraordinary :  the  King  of  Siam  sent 
ambassadors  to  Louis  the  Fourteenth,  but 
Louis  the  Fourteenth  sent  none  to  the  King 
ofSiam.-* 

Here  my  friend  for  once  discovered  a  want 
of  knowledge  or  forgetfulness ;  for  Louis  the 
Fourteenth  did  send  an  embassy  to  the  King 
of  Siam  %  and  the  Abb^  Choisi,  who  was  em- 


•  I  kaov  aot  tbat  tbore  te  on  roeord  a  noro  otrikiiit  hi. 
■fanrt  of  tbo  cootraiy  of  tbto  yropotllloa  tban  Jubnaos 
bteBMir—  mueb  of  wbooo  **  bad  bwaoor  **  was  ondoobtodly 
conttltiitloaaL  ^CaoKia,  ISI7. 

•  Mrs.  PloKil  cooSdMUr  nratloM  tM«  as  harlag  paMod 
la  Scoilaad.  —  AmoMW,  p.  6S  .-  Boswium  Jobasoa  Mm. 
•oir  told  bar  the  ■Osty.  bat  wbotbor  it  bud  bappoood  In  Loodon 
or  Id  Kdlabnrgb.  bo  probaMj  did  aot  atato  ;  aor  dow  it  In 
tbo  least  daarao  tlnliy. — CaoKaa,  IS47. 

4  Tbo  AbU  do  Ch«jlti  was  loot  bf  LoobXIV.  ea ao  em* 
bOMy  lo  tbo  Blac  of  fllaai  la  ISSI.  wUb  a  rlow,  It  bat  bora 
•aid.  to  eovvort  Ibo  ktaf  ofjbo  eoaatiy  lo  Cbrtedaaltjr.  — 

'  was  tbt  aMbssiidnf  i 
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murt  rdbh  hiffhly.  BCr.  Burke,  whose  orderly 
and  amiable  domestic  habita  might  make  the 
oje  of  obaerration  leaa  irk«ome  to  him  than  to 
moat  men,  said  once  rerj  pleasantly,  in  my 
hearing,  ^^  Though  I  have  the  honour  to  repre- 
sent BristU,  I  should  not  like  to  live  there ;  I 
should  be  ohliffed  to  be  so  much  upon  my  good 
hehaoiowy  &  liondon,  a  man  may  live  in 
splendid  society  at  one  time,  and  in  irugal  re- 
tiTwnent  at  another,  without  animadversion. 
There,  and  there  alone,  a  man's  own  house  is 
truly  bis  catUe,  in  which  he  can  be  in  perfect 
safety  from  mtrosion  whenever  he  pleases.  I 
nenrer  shall  forget  how  well  this  was  expressed 
to  me  one  day  bv  Mr.  Mevnell :  ^  The  chief 
advantage  of  London,**  said  he,  "  is,  that  a  man 
la  always  so  iMor  kii  bvrrow,** 

He  said  of  one  of  his  old  acquaintances  \ 
'*  He  is  very  fit  for  a  travelling  governor.  He 
knows  French  very  well.  He  is  a  man  of  good 
principles ;  and  there  would  be  no  danger  that 
a  young  gentleman  should  catch  his  manner ; 
for  it  is  so  very  bad,  that  it  must  be  avoided. 
In  that  respect  he  would  be  like  the  drunken 
Helot" 

A  gentleman  has  informed  me,  that  Johnson 
said  of  the  same  person,  **.8ir,  he  has  the  most 
moerUd  understandmg  of  any  man  whom  I 
have  ever  known.''^ 

On  Friday,  April  2.,  being  Good  Friday,  I 
visited  him  m  the  morning  as  usual ;  and  find- 
ing that  we  insensibly  fell  into  a  train  of 
rimonle  upon  the  foibles  of  one  of  our  friends, 
a  very  worthy  man,  I,  bjr  way  of  a  check, 
quoted  some  ffood  admonition  mnn  *^  The  Go- 
vernment of  the  Tongue,**  that  very  pious  book. 
It  happened  also  remarkably  enough,  that  the 
subject  of  the  sermon  preached  to  us  to-day 
by  Dr.  Bnrrowes,  the  rector  of  St  Clement 
Danes,  was  the  certainty  that  at  the  last  day 
we  must  give  an  account  of  the  deeds  done 
in  the  body  ;**  and  amongst  various  acts  of  cul- 
pability he  mentioned  evil-speaking.  As  we 
were  moving  slowly  along  in  the  crowd  from 
church,  Johnson  jogged  my  elbow,  and  said, 
"^  Did  you  attend  to  tSt  sermon  ?**  ''  Yes,  Sir,** 
said  1 ;  ^  it  was  very  applicable  to  vs.**  He, 
however,  stood  upon  the  defensive.  "Why, 
Sir,  the  sense  of  ridicule  is  given  us,  and  may 
be  lawfully  used.*  The  author  of  *  The  Govern- 
ment of  the  Tongue*  would  have  us  treat  all 
men  alike.** 

In  the  interval  between  morning  and  even- 
ing service,  he  endeavoured  to  employ  himself 
earnestly  in  devotional  ezeroise;    and,  as  he 


>  Probably  Mr.  Elphhitlona,  tlw  tchodlnwirr  at  K^nsint- 
tan,  and  trntlaCor  of  Ifullal.  pp.  6S.  n.  1.  Ac  1S7.  — Caoaiii. 

*  Thta  iPOuldbaoxoMdloglf  dangeroui  Ma  general  pociilon; 
but  It  tttralr  !•  not  Mond  even  a<  to  ridicule. ~  CaoKaa,  1S47. 

s  Mxurltlaa  Lowo,  tbe  paloter.  Sea  awtd,  p.  60ft.  d.  A^  aiMl 
pQU,  Sth  Sept.,  ITSO,  awl  lltb  ApriL  17<0 —  CaouB. 

4  Dr.  iohoaon*!  anooal  rovlew  of  hit  eoodvct  appears  to 
haro  bean  tMi  jmr  moro  datalled  and  terarethan  uraal,  and 
as  It  ooQtaJne  amne  particular*  of  hU  Ufa  at  this  period,  1  ra- 
tala  It  In  tb«  text..  Caoaaa. 

*  Theea  lattara  f  which  Dr.  Strmhan  seami  not  to  hare 
anderBtood.p.  I9S. )  probablr  mean  0»vrw  ^Am,  *  devarte4 


has  mentioned  in  his  **  Prayers  sad  Mediti-  \ 
tiuns,**  gave  me  "  Le$  Pentees  de  /)ueAaC,'tk 
I  might  not  interrupt  him.  I  preKrre  tk 
book  with  reverence.  His  presenting  il  to  me 
is  marked  upon  it  with  his  own  hiad,  ibdl 
have  found  m  it  a  truly  divine  snctioo.  We 
went  to  church  again  in  the  aftemooo. 

On  Saturday,  .^furil  3.,  I  visited  bin  itni^ 
and  found  him  sitting  in  Mrs.  Willianii*irooa, 
with  her,  and  one  who  he  afterwards  toU  w 
was  a  natural  son  *  of  the  seoood  Lord 
Southwell.  The  table  had  a  singiilsr  sppev- 
ance,  being  covered  with  a  hetero|eiieMu 
assemblage  of  oysters  and  porter  for  his  oon- 
panv,  and  tea  for  himself.  I  mentioMd  or 
haviuff  heard  an  enuneot  phvsicisa,  wbo  vu 
himseu*  a  Christian,  argue  in  favour  of  univer- 
sal toleration,  and  maintain,  that  no  aisa  coui<i 
be  hurt  by  another  man's  difieriqg  tas^ 
in  opinion.  Johmsos.  **Sir,  vonsretosecr 
tain  degree  hurt  by  knowing  thatevea  ose  bib 
does  not  beUeve." 

[<'  April  S.  —  Good  Friday.  —  I  am  ■•v  i»i»^ 
riew  *  the  last  year,  and  find  Btlfe  bat  ima^  ^ 
cuity,  neither  butincas  nor  plaviire;  aoA  • 
tended,  and  little  done.  My  health  iame^  brok« 
my  nights  alTord  me  little  rest.  I  hate  tiiedop** 
but  its  help  is  cotmtefbalaDccd  with  gital  dbar^ 
anoe ;  it  prevents  the  spasm,  but  it  hiadcn  A? 

0  God,  have  mercy  on  me  t 

**  Last  week  I  publidied  (the  first  pirt  or*f» 
Lives  of  the  Poets,  written,  I  hope,  in  such  •  a«- 
ner  as  mav  tend  to  the  promolioo  of  piety. 

"  In  this  last  year  I  have  imde little  90^»» 

1  have  aeareely  read  any  thiag.     I  aMsata*  lh» 
DesmouUns  and  her  daughter.     Oihir  |o^  * 
mjraelf  I  know  not  whera  to  find,  evspia  ^t- 
charity.     But  I  am  now  io  nj  ■iwriitfc }« 
what  oan  l>e  done  ought  not  to  be  dslayei 

«  April  S.  1779, 11  r.M.  — gester  iw>— T^*'^ 
the  time  of  ray  annual  review,  and  anaatl  n»*' 
tioo.  The  review  is  oomfoitleBB;  Uc  «^' 
Part  of  Uie  Life  of  Dryden  and  the  Lifc  af  » -^ 
have  been  written ;  but  lay  BBiad  has  oritur  t«« 
improved  nor  enlarged.  I  have  read  little  *•-  ^ 
nothing.  And  I  am  not  cooseioua  that  I  »* 
gained  any  good,  or  quitted  any  evil  hahtn. 

•«  April  4.  1779,  Easterly.  —  I  nm  «b«aiV=" 
an  hour  alter  nine,  transcribed  the  pnjcr  ^^^ 
last  night ;  and  by  negleefing  to  eoant  tiaat  ^  ^ 
long  at  breakfast,  so  that  I  came  to  «^««ha«i 
first  lesson.  1  attended  the 
bat  in  the  pew  oauld  not  hear  the 

vice,  and  misaed  the  fuayai  fer  the 

Before  I  went  to  the  altar.  I  prayed  the  as»* 
prayer.  At  the  altar  I  commended  vy  •  *'•  *  . 
again  prayed  the  prayer  s  I  *■■  ■twad  tW  f*" 


Mr.  Maeaulay  ahiactad — hi  a  stvia 

scholarfthlp  — to  my  tan^tttv  m  t 

alloMii  CoiSylfeM 


viortui,  4imi,  I  mn  ba  alk»««i 
a«  h<*  that  lu  taaaralMQM  was  m 
t r  m ilxted  It.  aatf ,  p.  SI .  a. I .  aai  I 

Of  r   * 

lac  hto  iMay 
Mftwa  »sa  "^ 


almoct  Ideeltori 

nulav,  la 

ailrfffiif  that  this  paia^a  «sa  " 
which  fwiaia.  ttet  thai^k  two  or 
itad  — sbSiiIi.  Uwoli 


aUenptad 

•oo't  own  adllloB, 

ever 
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!  kdth  tad  tigmn  my  own  pnysr  bf  memory.  I  left 
'  out  a  cUotc  I  Umb  icoaived,  I  hope  viib  ew- 
nmtamm ;  and  while  othcfs  reenved,  at  down ;  but 
thinkiiw  Ihet  poetare,  thoag|i  usual,  improper,  I 
rMc  aiid  stood.  I  prajed  again*  in  the  pew,  but 
with  what  prayer  I  have  forgotten.  When  I  used 
the  oeeaiional  prayer  at  the  altar,  I  added  a  general 
porpote^ — To  avoid  Idlenem.  I  gare  two  shillings 
toChefiateL 

"  HdToie  I  went  I  used,  I  think,  my  pnyer,  and 
ndcBfoored  to  calm  my  mind.  After  my  return  I 
oKd  it  ^gaitt,  and  the  eolleet  for  the  day.  Lord 
ha«e  mercy  upon  met  I  have  Ibr  some  nights 
asllcd  Praneb  to  pMytn,  and  last  night  disoounad 
vith  bin  on  tfao  sacmmMt«"  Pt.  mad  MM.,  p. 
171— 17&) 

On  Btator-day,  after  tdleBiii  terrioe  at  St 
PrnTt,  I  dined  with  him.  Mr.  Allen,  the 
printer,  waa  nbo  his  gueat.  He  was  uncora- 
boiIt  Blent;  and  I  haTe  not  written  down 
tny  ttiar,  except  a  single  oarions  fact,  which, 
^▼iog  uie  nDCtion  of  hu  inflexible  Teracity, 
aiy  MTeoeived  as  astriking  inatanca  ef  human 
iannsibili^  and  inoonsideration.  Am  he  was 
pMsmg  by  a  fishmon^  who  was  skinning  an 
^  alive,  he  heard  him  ^^enrse  it,  because  it 
woald  not  lie  stiU.** 

On  Wednesday,  April  7.,  I  dined  with  him 
•t  Sir  Joshna  ReTnoloa's.  I  have  not  marked 
vkat  oompanj  was  there.  Johnson  harangued 
ipOD  the  qoalHies  of  difierent  liqnors;  and 
•pob  with  great  contempt  of  daret,  as  so 
veak,  that  ^a  man  would  be  drowned  by  it 
^'cforeit  made  him  drunk.**  He  waspersuaded 
^  drink  one  riaas  of  it,  that  he  might  judge, 
"^  fnaa  recoUeetion,  which  might  be  dim,  mit 
iroia  inmediate  sensation.  He  shook  his  head, 
nd  and,  *«Poor  stuff!  Ko,  Sir,  claret  is  the 
^oor  liir  boys ;  port  for  men ;  but  he  who 
^nts  to  be  a  nero  (smiling)  must  drink 
viady.  In  the  first  plaoe,  ae  flarour  of 
^'ttdy  is  most  grateftil  to  the  palate;  and  then 
^'wdy  will  do  soonest  for  a  man  what  drinking 
•n  do  for  him.  There  are,  indeed,  few  who  are 
•ble  to  drink  brandy.  That  is  a  power  rather  to 
^  viahed  for  than  atUined.  And  yet,**  pro- 
f^fM  he,  **  as  in  all  pleasure  hope  is  a  eon- 
**d€nMe  part,  I  know  not  but  fruition  comes 
*po  quick  b^  brandy.  Florence  wine  I  think 
^  votit ;  It  ia  wine  only  to  the  eye ;  it  is 
*^  neither  while  yoa  are  drinking  it,  nor 
*^  yon  haTe  drank  it ;  it  neither  pfeaaea  the 
^^  nor  exhOantes  the  Rnrita.**  I  reminded 
torn  how  heartOy  he  and  I  used  to  drink  wine 


•w  itm  oMw  that  qowttflp  tb9  readlag  are  not  a«ma«lvM 
*p»i  at  lo  «aai  Shoald  be  ■oMitatatf .  Bat  what  can  Mr. 
iljgiWy  jay  to  sMtlMr  pasaaa*  la  tha  Bertmiti  ^temw. 


no  dottbt  of  aliliar  taxt  or 
mat    A«V    V.4S1. 


taf:  — 


f*" sifciaanwubfc 

^  talt  aMM  •«•  la  bit  no 


in 


badisd,  tat  I  am  not  dispntlnir  tbo 

'  for  tho  jialiacailoii  oCmy  con* 

■afat  tnita  OfMk  traao- 

■t  ItelUar.  and  «liMi  I 

ffaeoUaetlon.— Caoaaa,  1S47. 


together,  when  we  were  first  acquainted ;  and 
how  I  used  to  have  a  bead-ache  after  sitting 
up  with  him.  He  did  not  like  to  have  this 
recalled ;  or,  perhaps,  thinking  that  I  boasted 
improperly,  resolved  to  have  a  witty  stroke  at 
mu  :  ^^  Nay,  Sir,  it  was  not  the  wine  tliat  made 
^our  head  ache,  but  the  seme  that  I  put  into 
It**  BoawxLL.  **  What,  Sir !  will  sense  make 
the  head  ache  P*'  Johhsox.  "  Yea,  Sir  (with 
a  smile),  when  it  is  not  used  to  it**  Ko  man 
who  haia  a  true  relish  of  pleasantry  could  be 
offended  at  this;  espedaUy  if  Johnson  in  a 
long  intimacy  had  given  him  repeated  proofii 
of  his  regard  and  good  estunation.  I  used  to 
say  that  as  he  had  given  me  a  thousand  pounds 
in  praise,  ho  had  a  good  right  now  and  then 
to  take  a  guinea  from  me. 

On  Thursday,  April  8.,  I  dined  with  him  at 
Mr.  Allan  Ram8ay*s,  with  Lord  Graham  ^ 
and  some  other  company.  We  talked  of  Shaka- 
peare*s  witches.  JcHmaoK.  *^  They  are  beings 
of  his  own  creation';  they  are  a  compound 
of  malignity  and  meanness,  without  any  abili* 
tiea;  wSi  are  quite  different  from  the  Italian 
magician.  King  James  says  in  his  '  Dsb- 
monology,*  *  Magicians  command  the  devils; 
witches  are  their  servants.*  The  Italian  magi* 
ciana  are  degant  beings.**  Bamsat.  **  0pm 
witches,  not  I^runr  Lane  witches.**  Johnson 
observed,  that  abiuties  might  be  employed  in 
a  nanow  sphere,  as  in  getting  money,  which 
he  said  he  believed  no  man  ooukl  do  without 
vigorous  parts,  though  conoentrated  to  a  point 
Rajisat.  '^Yes,  like  a  steoaig  hovse  in  a  mill ; 
he  malls  better.** 

Lord  Graham,  while  he  praised  die  beauty 
of  Lochlomond,  on  the  banks  of  which  is  hu 
fiunily  seat,  complained  of  the  olimal^,  and  said 
he  conU  not  bear  it  Johhsov.  *^Nay,  mv 
lord,  don't  talk  so:  you  may  bear  it  well 
enough.  Your  ancestors  have  borne  it  mora 
years  than  I  can  tell.**  This  was  a  handsome 
compliment  to  the  antiquity  of  the  hooae  of 
Montroae.  His  Lordship  told  me  afterwards 
that  he  had  only  affected  to  complain  of  the 
climate,  lest,  if  he  had  spoken  as  favourably  of 
his  country  as  he  resUy  thought,  Dr.  Johnson 
might  have  attacked  it  Johnson  was  very  cour- 
teous to  Lad  v  Margaret  Maodonald.  **  Madam,** 
said  he,  **  when  I  was  in  the  Isleof  Skye  [anil*, 
p.  854.]  I  heard  of  the  people  running  to  take 
tbe  stones  off  the  road,  1^  Lady  lurgarei*s 
hone  should  stumble.** 


I  The  tbira  Dnka  af  MontfoM.  ban  In  t7SS.  Haaoecaadad 
to  the  dokadaas  la  1790,  and  dtod  Dae.  SO.  TM36  .Caocta. 

•  I  thtak  tbara  nmC  hatv  baan  aaaM  wilalrta  la  BoawaOli 
aaU.  ShAaiMara  adoplad  tba  vulgar  Idea  •(  vluhaa  that 
pravallcd  to  nit  day,  and  vo  JohnMo  himscir  atalaa  Iba 
■altar.  In  bla  own  DOtaa  ap  Mafcbeth.  U  la  worth  ra- 
■Mrhlnc  that  Boehanan  ghras  tba  Weird  Sblart,  who  ap> 
paarad  la  MaCbMh,  as  air  oTdlsaltf  thai  woaM  hava  aultcd 
a  Offvak  trasadf .  •*  Macbathiu  %iiAdam  Mcta  vlMia  cat 
traa  frmlnaa  /wiaiJ  aiyaa>»rv  fiMM  ktmmmmi  vMlata.  qi 
raw  aaa  Jmfmtim  Aanoas — alMva  Maraatfc— lartla  Mfgem 
•um  HlutaaMt.**  "  Macbeth,  ona  night,  fiHwIad  ha  mv 
throe  woman  of  a  form  naora  aagaat  than  hinnaa,  ona  of 
whom  hanad  him,  Tteaa  of  Aorn.  tha  lecoad  of 
a^  thalbM  Kla*  l**^aM,Sati.  Ll^Caaaaa.  ISO. 
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Lord  Gnham  oommended  Dr.  Drummond  at 
Naples  [anti^  p.  62S.  n.  1]  as  a  man  of  extraor- 
dinary talents ;  and  added,  that  he  had  a  great 
love  of  libertj.  Johhsoh.  *|  He  is  yow^,  mr 
lord  (looking  to  his  lordship  with  an  arch 
smile) ;  all  Soyi  lore  libertj,  till  experience 
conyinces  them  thej  are  not  so  fit  to  govern 
themsdyes  as  thej  imagined.^  We  are  all 
agreed  as  to  oor  own  liberty ;  we  would  have 
as  much  of  it  as  we  can  get ;  but  we  are  not 
agreed  as  to  the  liberty  of  others :  for  in  pro- 
portion as  we  take,  others  must  lose.  I  befieye 
we  hardly  wish  that  the  mob  should  haye 
liberty  to  govern  us.  When  that  was  the  case 
sometmie  ago,  no  man  was  at  liberty  not  to 
have  candles  in  his  windows.**  Ramsat.  **  The 
result  is,  that  order  is  better  than  confusion.** 
JoBHSON.  ^  The  result  is,  that  order  cannot 
be  had  but  by  subordination.** 

On  Friday,  April  16^  I  had  been  present  at 
the  trial  of  the  unfortunate  Mr.  tiackman, 
who,  in  a  fit  of  frantic  jealous  love,  had  shot 
Miss  Ray,  the  fitvourite  of  a  nobleman.*  John- 
son, in  whose  company  I  dined  to-day  with 
some  other  fnends,  was  much  interested  by 
m^  account  of  what  passed,  and  particularly 
with  his  prayer  for  the  mercy  of  Heaven. 
He  said,  in  a  solemn  fervid  tone,  **  I  hope  he 
shall  find  mercy.** 

This  day*  a  violent  altercadon  arose  be- 
tween Johnson  and  Beauderk,  which  having 
made  much  noise  at  the  time,  I  think  it  proper, 
in  order  to  prevent  any  future  misrepresent- 
ation, to  give  a  minute  account  of  it. 

In  talkmff  of  Hackman,  Johnson  ar^ed,  as 
Judge  Bla»stone  had  done,  that  his  being 
fumidied  with  two  pistols  was  a  proof  that  he 
meant  to  shoot  two  persons.  Mr.  Beauclerk 
said,  **  No ;  for  that  every  wise  man  who  in- 
tended to  shoot  himself  took  two  pistols,  that 
he  might  be  sure  of  doing  it  at  once.    Lord 

*8  cook  shot  himself  with  one  pistol,  and 

lived  ten  days  in  great  acony.    Mr. \  who 

loved  buttered  muffins,  out  durst  not  eat  them 
because  they  disagreed  with  his  stomach,  re- 
solved to  shoot  himself;  and  then  he  eat  three 
buttered  mufi^  for  breakfast,  before  shooting 
himself,  knowing  that  he  should  not  be  troubled 
with  indigestion ;  he  had  two  charged  pistob ; 
one  was  round  lying  charged  upon  the  table 
by  him,  after  he  had  shot  himself  with  the 
other.**— "^  Well,**  said  Johnson,  with  an  air 
of  triumph,  **  you  see  here  one  pistol  was  suffi- 
cient.** jBeanderk  replied  smartlj,  **  Because 
it  happened  to  kill  him.**  And  either  then  or 
a  rerj  little  afterwards,  being  piqued  at  John- 
son*s  triumphant  remark,  added,  **  This  is  what 
you  don*t  know,  and  I  do.**    There  was  then 


>  Hb  lorMit*  VM  twcaty'ftmr.  Lord  Gimhiim  tooo  after 
allied  bioiMir  with  Mr.  Pitt,  and  was  a  ttaady  Tory  to  bit 
dMth. .-  CaoftSB. 

s  John,  tlath  Bari  of  Sandwich,  at  thb  tlma  flrat  Lofd  of 
tba  Admiralty.—.  Caoaan. 

*  At  the  Glob.  ~  Caoaaa. 

«  It  was  thoaght  that  Mr.  DaflMr  (whoee  tulcMe  te  rwordi^ 
la  the  Centlemaa'B  Mafaalne  for  inS,  p.  SBS.)  waf  hrra 


a  cessation  of  the  dispute ;  and  wax  miDat^ 
intervened,  during  which,  dinner  ud  the  ^lua 
went  on  cheerfully ;  when  Johnion  suddenir 
and  abruptly  exclaimed,  **•  Mr.  Beauderk,  how 
came  you  to  talk  so  petulantly  to  me,  as  'T\u^ 
is  what  you  don*t  now,  but  what  I  know  ? ' 
One  thing /know  which  you  don't  seem  to  know, 
that   you    are    very  uncivil.**     Bxiccuii 
^  Because  you  began  by  being  undvil  («hi(ii 
you  always  are).      The  wor£  in  pareDtbi».< 
were,  I  oelieve,  not  heard  by  Dr.  Jokofon 
Here  again  there  was  a  cessation  of  unt. 
Johnson  told  me,  that  the  reason  why  be  vtititi 
at  first  some  time  without  taking  anj  notice  ot 
what  Mr.  Beauclerk  said,  was  becsnie  he  wis 
thinking  whether  he  should  resent  it    Bat 
when  he  considered  that  there  were  praen!  i 
young  lord  and  an  eminent  traveller,  two  wa 
of  the  world,  with  whom  he  had  nerer  diLi^ 
before,  he  was  apprehensive  that  ther  mi^-i.: 
think  they  had  a  right  to  take  such  libertt^ 
with  him  as  Beauclerk  ctid,  and  therefore  re- 
solved he  would  not  let  it  pass ;  addinsi  ^'tkit 
he  would  not  appear  a  coward.**  A  little  vbii 
after  this,  the  conversation  turned  od  the  liv 
lenoe  of  Hackman*B  temper.    JohnioD  dkn 
said,  *«  It  was  his  business  to  eommgai  U 
temper,  as  my  friend,  Mr.  Beauderk,  iIwl.J 
have  done  some  time  ago.**    BnAUCusa.  "^ 
should  learn  of  yoic,  Sb.**    Jonnoii.   ''Si- 
vou  have  given  me  opportunities  cnoo^  '-' 
learning,  when  I  have  been  in  vow  eoopiD.v 
No  man  loves  to  be  treated  with  contempt 
BxAucisuL  (with  a  polite  inclination  tovi.-u 
Johnson).    **  Sir,  you  have  known  me  twis:* 
years,  and  however  I  may  have  treated  inhtr\ 
you  may  be  sure  I  could  never  treat  jou  ^^ 
contempt.**    Jobxsoh.    ^  Sir,  you  bate  fU 
more  tnan  was  necessary.*    llius  it  esde*'. 
and  Beaucle]^*s  coach  not  having  com  i' 
him  till  very  late.  Dr.  Johnson  and  ut^ 
gentleman  sat  with  him  n  long  timeafto^t^ 
rest  of  the  company  were  gone ;  and  he  a»i  I 
dined  at  Beaa<uerk*s  on  the  Saturday  te'osit"'- 
following. 

After  this  tempest  had  subsided,  I  reroOni 
the  following  particulars  of  hia  coBvcmnM 

«« I  am  always  for  getting  •  boy  Ibrvi^i  -: 
hb  learning ;  fctr  that  is  a  sure  good.  I  v^^ 
let  him  at  first  read  ay  Exffik  book  «M 
happens  to  engage  his  attentioii ;  beesasr  i«« 
have  done  a  gnsat  deal,  when  you  have  bnT:.";- 
him  to  have  entertainment  from  a  book.  Hi* 

get  better  books  afterwarda.** 

"«  MaUet,  I  believe,  never  wrote  a  siapW  -* 

of  his  proiected  life  of  the  Duke  of  U^ 
borough.  He  groped  for  materiala,  and  tk^:^' 
of  it,  till  he  had  exhausted  kb  Bind.   Ik» ' 


mcnnt  t  hot  I  havo  •&»§ 
oM  Mend,  Mr.  Pltshcfhiit, 
January  S.  1771  (we  mmie,  p. 
so  Ur  faaportant,  that 
mentioning  an  eeeni  which 
Johnaon.  may  have 
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sometimes  happens  that  men  entangle  them- 
selves in  their  own  schemes.** 

^  To  be  contradicted  in  order  to  force  jou 
to  talk  is  miffhtj  nnpleasing.  You  shine^  in- 
deed ;  but  it  IS  bj  bems  grmundr 

Of  a  gentleman  wno  made  some  figure 
among  the  literati  of  his  time  [Mr.  Fitzher* 
berc],  he  said,  **  What  eminence  he  had  was 
bj  a  felicity  of  manner:  he  had  no  more 
learning  than  what  he  could  not  help.** 

On  Saturday,  April  24.,  I  dined  with  him  at 
Mr.  Beauderk's,  with  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds, 
Mr.  Jones    (afterwards    Sir    William),    Mr. 
Langton,  Mr.  Steerens,  Mr.  Paradise,  and  Dr. 
Hig^na.    I  mentioned  that  Mr.  Wilkes  had 
attacked  Garrick  to  me,  as  a  man  who  had  no 
friend.     Jomson.    ^  I  belicTe  he  is  risht, 
^\T.    Oi  ^lAoi,  vv  ^iXoc — He  had  friends,  out 
no  friend.^    Grarrick  was  so  diffused,  he  had 
no  man  to  whom  he  wished  to  unbosom  him- 
•eJf.  He  ibund  people  always  ready  to  applaud 
bim,  and  that  always  for  ue  same  thing :  so 
be  saw  life  with  great  uniformity.**    I  took 
upon  me,  for    once,  to  fight  with  Goliah*s 
veapona,  and  pla^  the  sophist.  —  '*  Garrick 
did  not  need  a  finend,  as  he  got  from  every 
body  all  he  wanted.    What  is  a  friend  ?    One 
vho  supports  you,  and  comforts  you,  while 
•then  ao  not.    Friendship,  you  know.  Sir,  ia 
tbe  cordial    drop,  'to   make  the    nauseous 
draoght  of  life  go  down :  *  but  if  the  draught 
be  not  nauaeoua,  if  it  be  all  sweet,  there  is  no 
w^caaion  for  that  drop.**    Johkson.    ^Many 
■eo  would  not  be  content  to  live  so.    I  hope 
I  tbouJd  not.     They  would  wish  to  have  an 
iatimate  friend,  with  whom  they  might  com- 
pare minds,  and  cherish  private  virtues.**  One 
uf  the  company  mentioned  Lord  Chesterfield, 
M  a  man  who    had    no  friend.     Johmsoit. 
*  There  were  more  materials  to  make  friend- 
^ip  in  Garrick,  had  he  not  been  so  diffused.** 
Bmwsll.     **  Garrick  was  pure  gold,  but  beat 
wt  to    thin    leaf.     LfOrd   Chesterfield  was 
iiniel.*'*     JoHwaoir.    **  Garrick  was  a  very 
cotr J  man,  the  cheerfullest  man  of  his  age ;  a 
^m  iiTer  in  ft  profession  which  is  supposed 
'^  ?ivc  indulgence  to  licentiousness;  and  a 
>Ba  who  save  ftway  freely  money  acquired  by 
uatelC    lie  b^uu  the  world  with  a  ffreat 
>vi;rer  for  money ;  the  son  of  a  half-pay 
di':er,  bred  in  ft  family  whose  study  was  to 
uke  four-penoe  do  as  much  as  others  made 
'«r-peoce-nidfpenny  do.    But  when  he  had 
^  nooey,  lie  was  very  lib^aL**    I  presumed 


p.  M.  oDd  ass.  B.  1 — c. 

*  B<M»c41  dkl  noa  hmn  mam  (w  It  has  been  momiUidm 
*«<%l*rMoad)  CO  call  Lord  CbcMerSeld't  Ul«ouuid  ae- 

linttig  thm  •Uotlon  wm  to  thepracroct^tlM 
—  of /KiwAt^.  wltti  which  JohtiMO  rt- 
CbcaaorScId,  ftod  which  Bocwoll,  to  ptcMO 
F«pcwio.  .(^ftiB,  ISia. 

*  U<Mi  riiofliri  wUl  ^rao  with  BotwcIL  that  thto  citlo. 
■•  li  Ml  vory  hayiittj  npnutd  i  jrat  Mn.  Oarrlek  had 
«*^tM  oo  ihw  canotiph  arwtad  to  Oarrlch't  mamory 
LwkSpia  rifcwtf  I  —  no  dooht  out  of  ratpact  to  JohiMOO, 

a  M  (««i^  Mi  vmpattmMf  of  raaerdlas  tba  SHtniMf 
>»««ii  H^m.  ~  Coosaa.  1M7. 


to  animadvert  on  his  eulogy  on  Garrick,  in 
his  '*  Lives  of  the  Poets.**  «'  You  sav.  Sir,  his 
death  eclipsed  the  saiety  of  nations.  *  Johk- 
soH.  ^  I  could  not  nave  said  more  or  less.  It 
u  the  truth;  ecUpgedf  not  extnmushed;  and 
his  death  did  edipse  {  it  was  li£e  a  storm.** 
BoewxLu  **  But  whv  nations  P  Did  his  gaiety 
extend  further  than  his  own  nation  P  **  Johii- 
SON.  ^  Why,  Sir,  some  exaggeration  must  be 
allowed.  Besides,  nations  may  be  said,  if  we 
allow  the  Scotch  to  be  a  nation,  and  to  have 
gaiety — which  they  have  not.  You  are  an 
exception,  though.  Come,  gentlemen,  let  us 
candidly  admit  that  there  is  one  Scotchman 
who  is  cheerful.**  Bbauci.sbk.  ^  But  he  is  a 
very  unnatural  Scotchman,**  I,  however,  con- 
tinued to  think  the  compliment  to  Garrick  hy- 
perbolically  untrue.  His  acting  had  ceased  some 
time  before  his  deatk ;  at  any  rate,  he  had  acted 
in  Ireland  but  a  short  time,  at  an  early  period 
of  his  life,  and  never  in  Scotland.  I  objected, 
also,  to  what  appears  an  anti-dixnax  of  praise, 
when  contrasted  with  the  preceding  panegyric 
—  *«  and  diminished  the  public  stodc  of  harm- 
less pleasure  I**  '*Is  not  harnUeu  pleantre 
very  tameP**  Johnson.  ^^Nay,  Sir,  hum- 
less  pleasure  is  the  highest  praise.  Pleasure  is 
a  word  of  dubious  import ;  pleasure  is  in 
general  dangerous,  and  pernicious  to  virtue; 
to  be  able,  therefore,  to  furnish  pleasure  that  is 
harmless,  pleaaore  pure  and  unalloyed,  is  as 
great  a  power  as  man  can  possess.**  This  was, 
perhaps,  as  ingenious  a  oefence  as  could  be 
made ;  stiU,  however,  I  was  not  satisfied.' 

A  celebrated  wit*  being  mentioned,  he  said, 
^  One  may  say  of  him,  as  was  said  of  a  French 
wit,  H  n*a  de  Vespni  que  cotUre  Djeu.  1  have 
been  several  times  in  company  with  him,  but 
never  perceived  anv  strong  power  of  wit.  He 
produces  a  general  efiiect  by  various  means; 
ne  has  a  cheerful  countenance  and  a  gay  voice. 
Besides,  his  trade  is  wit  It  would  be  as  wild 
in  him  to  come  into  company  without  merri- 
ment, as  for  a  highwayman  to  take  the  road 
without  his  pistob.** 

Talking  of  the  effects  of  drinking,  he  said, 
^  Drinking  may  be  practised  with  peat  pru- 
dence ;  a  man  who  exposes  himselt  when  he 
is  intoxicated  has  not  the  art  of  getting  drunk ; 
a  sober  man  who  happens  occasionally  to  get 
drunk,  readily  enough  goes  into  a  new  com- 
pany, which  a  man  who  has  been  drinking 
should  never  do.  Such  a  man  will  undertake 
any  thing ;  he  is  without  skill  in  inebriation. 


aaalad  to  na  ai  bwa  Maaat ;  bat  I  tod  no  traee  of  Saiwyn 
la  Johnaoo'c  drda.  and  I  doubt  ai  to  Walpola— bacauM  1 
think  ha  waa  too  wall  brad  to  oflted  a  mixed  eompanjr  bf 
anythlof  Uka  h^ltiial  inpiatf  ;  and  eactalnlf  it  cannot  ba 
laU  that  ha  had  no  wU  but  In  that  Hoc.  I  taka  iMt  oppor- 
tnnltr  of  obaanrtaig  oo  Mn.  Ptoail'i  story  of**  a  4cm4  wit,** 
«ntf,  p.  S7S.  o.  S.,  that  Mr.  Malona,  who  auartad  that  Mr. 
Gibbon  (who  Mirvltad  Johntoo)  wa«  ncant,  batlavad  that 
Mr*.  Ploaat  had  i apt atantad  th*  parson  aad^wtf,  dtbar  bf  tha 
habttnal  loaocnracy.  of  which  ha  uojuftljr  aeciuad  bar,  or  aa 
a  Nmdt  but  I  eenroM  that  oo  a  fullar  eoosldaratioo  I  ballav a 
Mrs.  Ploaal's  statswst.  and  aa  Airthar  satlstttl  that  aalthar 
Hwna  nor  Olbboo  aacld  bo  want  bf  bar  dBicilpdua  of  **  • 
wk."— CMaia,lSI7. 

•  •  3 


1  used  to  Blink  home  when  I  had  d^ronk  too 
mneh.  A  man  accustomed  to  self-examination 
will  be  conacbna  when  he  is  drunk,  though  an 
habitual  drunkard  will  not  be  conscious  of  it. 
I  knew  a  physician',  who  fbir  twenty  years 
was  not  sober ;  yet  in  a  pamphlet,  which  he 
wrote  upon  fevers,  he  appealed  to  Ganrick  and 
me  fiir  his  vindication  from  a  chai^  of  drunk- 
enness. A  bookseller'  (naming  lum),  who  got 
a  larve  fortune  by  trade,  was  so  habituall;|r  and 
equsSly  dnu^  that  his  most  intimate  mends 
never  perceived  that  he  was  more  sober  at  one 
time  than  another." 

Talking  of  celebrated  and  successful  irre- 
gular i^ractisers  in  physic,  he  said,  ** Taylor^ 
was  the  most  ignorant  man  I  ever  knew,  but 
sprightly ;  Ward  ^  the  dullest  Taylor  chal- 
lenged me  once  to  talk  Ladn  mth  him,** 
Ihngfaiag.  **  I  quoted  some  of  Horace,  which 
he  took  to  be  a  part  of  my  own  speech.  He 
sidd  a  few  words  well  enonjrii.**  Bbavclbbk. 
**  I  remember.  Sir,  you  said,  that  Tavlor  was 
an  instance  how  far  impudence  eonld  carry 
ignorance.**  Mr.  Beau(^k  was  ^rery  enter- 
tauding  this  day,  and  told  us  a  number  of  short 
stories  in  a  livdy  elegant  manner,  and  with 
that  air  of  <Ae  w&rld  which  has  I  know  not 
what  impressive  effect,  as  if  there  were  some- 
thing more  than  is  expressed,  or  than  peribaps 
we  eould  perfectly  understand.  As  Johnaon 
and  I  accompanied  Sir  Joriiua  BtypMs  in 
his  coach,  Jonnson  said,  *^  There  is  in  Beau- 
clerk  a  predominance  over  his  eompaay,  that 
one  does  not  like.  But  he  is  a  man  who  has 
Kved  so  mudi  in  the  world,  that  he  has  a  short 
story  on  every  occasion :  he  is  always  ready  to 
talk,  and  is  never  exhausted.** 

Johnson  and  I  pasasd  the  evening  at  Miss 
Re3mold8*s,  Sir  Jo8hna*k  sister.  I  mentioned 
that  an  eminent  friend*  of  ours,  talking  of  the 
common  remaric,  that  afiection  desoends,  said, 
that  "  this  was  wisely  <  contrived  far  the  pre- 
servation of  mankind ;  for  which  it  was  not  so 
necessary  that  there  should  be  afiection  from 
children  to  parents,  as  from  parents  to  chil- 
dren ;  nay,  there  would  be  no  barm  in  that 
view,  though  children  should  at  a  certain  age 
eat  tlMir  parents.**  Johnsok.  *^But,  Sir,  if 
this  were  known  generally  to  be  the  case, 
parents  would  not  have  allecticm  for  duldren.** 
BoawxiJ*.  *"  True,  Sir ;  for  it  is  in  expectation 
ef  a  rptum  that  parents  are  so  attentive  to 
ihmr  children ;  and  I  know  a  very  pretty  in- 
stance of  a  little  girl  of  whom  her  father''  was 
very  fond,  who  once,  when  he  was  in  a  melsn- 
ohoiy  fit,  and  had  gone  to  bed,  persuaded  him 


I  Dr.  Jtmcs,  Che  ln?flBtor  of  the  cclabratod  fev«r  powden, 
—  WmoNT. 

•  ThU  VM  Apdrew  Millar,  of  whom,  -wImii  UlUns  one  inj 
•r  lli«  iwtroiMS*  tb«  frval  MOiCiiut  aAwt  to  rIto  to  liters- 
Hire  and  literary  umii.  JohosoD  tald,  *«  AnUrev  MUter  It  tba 
l/ieorMM  of  the  age.**  ~  fiau^t.  Jlpopk,  p.  SOU  ^  Cbokbb. 

•  Ttie  Obevaller  Taylor,  the  cebbrated  oeaHrt.— M aumis. 
4  Dr.  Joshua  Ward,  the  celebrated  ouack,  flrit  began  to 

(»ra«ttMphy«le  about  the  year  I78S.  and  oooabatod,  for  tome 
lin<«.  rtie  united  ellbrca  of  wit,  leandoff,  argumoat,  — • 
rIdliMie     llo died  in  1761.  —  Waianr. 


to  rise  in  good  humoor  by  aayiag,  'My  des 
papa,  please  to  get  up,  and  let  me  help  joa  n 
with  your  clothes,  that  I  may  learn  to  do  it 
when  you  are  an  old  man.*** 

Soon  after  this  tone  a  Kttle  ineideat  «- 
cnrred,  which  I  will  not  suppress,  becaaae  I  im 
desirous  that  my  work  should  be,  as  ami^ 
as  is  consistent  with  the*  strictest  tnidi*  m 
antidote  to  the  false  and  injurious  notioBs  of 
his  character,  which  have  be«i  ffiven  by  otken, 
and  therefore  I  infuse  every  £op  of  gesiiiK 
sweetness  into  my  biographical  cup* 

BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

*•  Sooth  Andley  Street •,  Mood^,  AfnlS. 
"Mr  DXA&  Sia, —  I  am  in  great  pam  vfth  n 
inflamed  foot,  and  obliged  to  keep  mj  bed* lem 
prevented  from  bavtiig  the  pleasure  to  Am  it  Kr. 
Rmmmy*s  to-day,  whieh  ia  very  hard;  od  ny 
spirits  are  sMily  aiuih.  Will  you  ba  m  ftimdlj  « 
to  eoma  and  sit  an  hour  with  me  ia  the  evBong? 
I  am  ever  your^  &e.,  James 


JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 


**  Mb,   JoBiraoK  lamenta  the 
Boewell,  and  will  come  to  him." 


erSr.  I 


He  came  to  me  in  the  ereninff,  sad  kmsubt 
Sir  Joahoa  Reynolds.  I  nees  tmmh  fff. 
that  their  conversation,  while  they  sst  hf  nf 
bedside,  was  the  most  pleasing  opiate  topn 
that  could  have  been  aominaterea. 

Johnson  being  now  better  disposed  to  steis 
information  eonoeming  Pope  than  hewsshM 
year  [p.  618.],  sent  by  me  to  my  LordllsRk- 
mont  a  present  of  those  volumea  of  his  **Livei 

of  the  Poets**  which  were  at  this  iSmtj^y 
lished,  with  a  request  to  have  psnaawa 
to  wait  on  him ;  and  hia  lardshqs  who  bd 
called  on  him  twice,  oblig^ngiy  sfipontad 
Saturday,  the  Ist  of  May,  lor  receiving  m 

On  that  morning  Johnaon  came  tone fr<* 
Streatham,  and  uter  drinking  ehocolsts  it 
General  Faoli*s  m  South  Awdlev  Street,  vc 

Sroceeded  to  Lord  Marehmonrs  in  On* 
•treet  His  lordship  met  us  at  the  door  flf 
his  library,  and  with  great  politeneH  nid  i» 
Johnson,  ^I  am  not  gOiBC  to  make  sa  9* 
comium  upon  laysr^  bv  tolinff  you  the  bigk 
respect  I  have  for  jroir,  Snr."  Johnson  wsi  a- 
ceedingly  courteous ;  and  the  intarviev,  vU^ 
lasted  about  two  hoursi  durmg  whiek  tke  (sn 
communicated  his  aneedotea  ef  Pope^  «*  " 
agreeable  aa  I  could  have  wished.'*  Wbeo  ** 
came  out,  I  said  to  Johnson,  ^  that,  conadeEb; 


•  Probeblf  Mr.  DuriM CBORi 

•  Wlaeljr  and  mereifWlly :  wiM. 
and  eductf  on  of  rbildran  ;  ana 
aflictive  the  loti  of  parenU,  which,  la  ibe 
cblldreo  motteuflbr.. 

7  Mr.  Boewell  blaMelf.  — 

•  The  ■eMeoeeorCenrrai  Paoa.— Caeaa. 

•  Allan  lUniMy'a  reaUeMa,  Ko.fir. 
hie  aoii,  Goloael  John  Baauay,  eeea^ 

NlNOHAIl. 

M  Hia  Sral  oMMiaD.aa  hs  told  Sir  J.  BatrUa^uas 


Hartaff  SM 
rilaisn.' 
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bis  I(>rdsbip*8  civilitj,  T  should  have  been  vexed 
if  be  bod  v^n  failed  to  come.**  **  Sir,**  siud  he, 
^  I  would  rather  have  giren  twenty  pounds 
Uuui  not  have  come.**  I  accompanied  liim 
to  Strttham,  where  we  dined^  and  returned 
to  town  in  the  evening. 

On  Monday,  Maj  3.,  I  dined  with  him  at 
Mr.  DiUj*f.  I  prened  him  this  day  for  his 
opinion  oo  tfia  pamge  in  Pamell,  coaceniinff 
which  I  had  in  vain  qnertioned  him  in  sever^ 
ktten,  and  at  length  obtained  li  m  (bu  form 

•CASE  FOR  DR.  JOHNSON'S  OPINION; 

*•  Mays.  1779. 
'"Parodl,  in  hit  'Hermit,'  has   the  following 
ptiage:  — 

•  To  cl«r  thii  #Wubt,  to  know  the  world  by 

■igbt, 
To  fiad  if  htakM  and  Mwmu  report  it  right 
(For  jot  bj  •maima  oImm  the  world  be  knew, 
Wbon  loot  came  wand'ring  o*er  the  nightly 

4ewV 

**  Ii  there  not  a  eontraActioD  in  its  being  >lraf 
mppoMd  that  th«-  Hcmtt  knew  hofk  what  booka 
•ad  twaine  refHwIad  of  tho  world ;  yet  af^MrmardM 
wid,  that  be  knew  it  by  awaiaa  alva^f  ** 

*  I  thbk  it  no  inaeevracy.  He  mantions  two 
ianmetort  in  the  im  liac»  and  eaya  ha  had  only 
eatbtbeneit.** 

Tbi<  CTening  I  set  out  for  Scotland. 

[JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  ASTON. 

*  Nay  4. 1979. 

"Diaa  ManAM,  — When  I  teat  you  tba  Tittle 
boob,  I  waa  not  ania  that  yon  ware  wall  enough 
to  lake  tbe  troobla  of  raading  tbam,  but  haea  hitaly 
kcard  from  Mr.  Graavca  that  you  arw  maab  ra- 
eewad.  I  bopo  yoo  will  gain  mora  and  more 
itmgtb,  aid  Ibw  many  and  many  yaara,  and  I 
•btU  come  again  to  Stowhill,  and  live  as  I  uaad  to 
^  with  yoo  and  dear  Mra.  Oaetreli 

**  I  am  not  wril :  my  nightt  era  very  troubla- 
wiac,  and  my  biwath  ia  short;  bat  1  know  not  that 
tt  gmwi  mock  woiae.  I  wiah  to  sea  yoo.  Mrs. 
Hmey  hm  Jtiat  aant  to  me  to  dine  with  her,  and  I 
^«r  yromiaed  to  wait  on  her  to-morrow. 

"Mr.  Green  eomes  home  loaded  with  curioti- 
nnS  and  will  bo  able  to  giva  his  IKends  new  en- 
Wban  I  come,  it  will  be  great  en- 


•f  •  Ban  was  Mr.  Pom  in  hf t  eMivvrMtion  ?  **  H la 
l«r4Mtt  amwvml.  -TtuU  tf  tlia  ennvarusJoo  did  noC  take 
iM«M«(  of  a  ll««iy  or  epignaiBiaiie  uira,  ha  feU  aalwp,  or, 
P»%aai,  prvuadad  to  h«  lo."  —  Caoaaa. 


BmT 


'Til  noe,"  aayv  Mr.  MiUooo.  "  •««  any  dffloilty  la  CM* 
■aft.  aad  ««nd«r  ihat  Dr.  Johnsoa  thoukl  lura  acknow. 
If^  a  to  ba  tfmMmrote.    The  H^nult.  It  thoutd  be  ob* 

v*^^.  had  no  aeCiMl  csportenc^  M   ' 

^JMt  kttowladfo  eonoamlnf  It  had 

«m :  ffooi  AmIb,  and  froni  iKa  t«U 


tiM  world  wbalioevrr 

bi>«ii  obtained  in  t«o 

.      rrfaMbM  of  tbota  country 

««tia«  *ho  hod  ioos  a  Itttie  of  it.  Th«  plain  maoaing,  thero- 
^  I*.  *  To  f\mt  bla  doobta  oooomrinf  Frovfdaaer,  and  to 
4>«a  Miaa  knowlodco  of  th«>  world  ^  astaal  cmporiMiea; 
teMwhodiar  Iko  aeeoonta  forolchod  by  books,  or  by  tho 

of  twaina.  vara  iaM  rapraaentatiooa  of 

I  or  oM  aaor  knfonnauoo  had 

,  Ac.    Tbe 

iwbolrarthoaraeod. 

I,  bat,  bjr  a  eommoa  llarnea,  so 


tertainment  to  me  if  I  ean  find  yoo  and  Mrs. 
Gastrell  well,  and  willing  to  rcoeiTe  ma.  I  amt 
dearest  Bfadam,  &«.,  Sam.  Jomeoa."] 

I  ^Ptmb.  MSS. 

I 

j  [JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  PORTER. 

"  May  4. 1779. 
I  **  DEAa  Madam,  —  Mr.  Green  has  informed  me 
,  that  you  are  much  better ;  I  hope  1  need  not  tell 
you  that  I  am  glad  of  it.  I  cannot  boast  of  being 
nraehbettier;  my  old  nocturnal  eemplainiatillpor- 
sues  me,  and  my  respiration  is  diffieult«  tboogh 
much  easier  than  when  I  left  yon  the  aummer  te- 
fore  last  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thrale  are  well ;  Mi« 
baa  been  a  little  indisposed,  but  aha  ia  got  well 
agata.  Tliey  have,  ainee  tbe  loss  of  their  boy,  had 
two  daughters;  but  they  leem  likely  to  want  a 
am. 

*  I  hope  you  had  some  books  which  I  sent  yoo. 
I  was  sorry  for  poor  Mra.  Adey'a  death,  and  am 
afraid  you  will  be  sometimes  solitary ;  bat  endea- 
vour, whether  alone  or  in  company,  to  keep  yoor- 
aelf  cbeerfol.  My  friends  likawiaa  die  vary  laat ; 
but  soeh  is  the  state  of  roa&  I  am,  dear  Lofa, 
your,  Ae,  Sam.  JoMMaa*.*^' 

-^  ■I\ib6.  JtfSiS. 

He  had,  before  I  left  Londaiiy  reaomed  the 
conyeraation  conoemiag  the  appearance  of  a 

Shoot  at  Kewcastle-upon-Tjne,  whidh  Mr. 
bhn  Wealej  belieTed,  but  to  wkidh  Johnaon 
did  not  ffire  credit.  I  waa,  howerer,  deauona 
to  examine  the  queation  cloaelj,  and  at  tbe 
same  time  wished  to  be  made  acquainted  with 
Mr.  John  Wesley  ;  for  though  I  diflbred  from 
him  in  some  points,  I  admired  his  various 
talents,  and  loved  his  {nous  zeal.  At  mr  re- 
quest, therefore.  Dr.  Johnson  gave  me  a  letter 
of  introduction  to  him. 

JOHNSON  TO  JOHN  WESLEY. 

"  May  5. 1779. 
'*  Sia,  —  Mr.  Doswell,  a  gentleman  who  haa  been 
long  known  to  me,  is  deairoua  of  being  known  to 
you»  and  haa  asked  thia  reeoaamendation,  which  I 
giro  him  with  great  willingness,  hacauaa  I  think  it 
rery  moch  to  be  wished  that  worthy  and  religious 
men  should  be  aoquaiated  with  each  other.  I  am, 
Sir,  &C.,  Sam.  JonasoM." 

Mr.  Wesley  being  in  the  course  cf  his  niinit^ 
try  at  Edinburgh,  x  presented  this  letter  to 


'"«  iiiiiw— iwHia  Off  awmnwt  wovv  law  r 
t.'[li«rflvorftar.)  forhtoondoroMaaM 
^o  nntaMud  from  thM  part  of  ntaaktod 
««d«b«rkflradaM  aot  rataia  to  tbawlu 
NhBa.SikaabosB  waooaod.  but.  br  a  eoi 


the  words,  tf  mtt  m^mkimt,  wklch  are  eadriMand,  mA  of 
which  It  li  raitrktiroi**  Mr.  Malono.  a  Buat  be  owMd,  hss 
•bown  much  critical  Inf^nultjr  In  hit  aaplaoatloo  of  Ikta  pas- 
ngo.  mt  inlerprrtatlon,  howcvor,  Moaa  to  wm  aMcfc  too 
racoadka.  Tba  aiaaa^iv  ^  (ha  yum§»  atay  bo  esrtsiii 
mousb  i  but  torrly  the  axarctalon  ft  coofaiod,  and  ooo  port 
of  ft  contradictory  to  tba  otbrr. — Boowiu. 

It  U  odd  CDoush  that  thoto  critica  did  not  think  It  worth 
lhr<r  while  to  cuntult  tho  oricfnal  for  tho  exact  word«  on 
whkb  tbrr  «•'•  oacf cisinf  iboir  iiifaouUf .  ParaaH't  wordi 
ara  Mf.  "  (^  bookM  aaa  sttmhu,'*  bat,  •*  (^  kooka  oa  iwatm," 
which  miikt  m«ao.  act  that  booka  and  avalaa  Mgrttd,  bat 
that  th«7  dUfh-tdt  aad  that  ibo  Hormlt't  doubt  waa  cadtad 
bjr  tba  dill?rmco  between  hit  Inttructori.  There  Is,  no 
doubt,  a  clumay  amblsult jr  fn  the  eapretalon,  but  tho 
obriooair  it  that,  qfmtn^  bo  kaow  iwmm  oiU^ —  Cf 

'  Mr.  Oroen.  It  will  be  rceollectad.  had  a 
Sold.'-CaaaBa. 
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hinif  and  was  very  poUtelf  received.  I  begged 
to  have  it  retumea  to  me,  which  was  accord- 
ingly  done.  His  state  of  the  eTidenoc  as  to 
the  ghost  did  not  satbfj  me.' 

[JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  THRALE. 
{Eztrada.) 

LiehJleU,  May  29.  1779.-^1  have  now  been 
here  a  week,  and  will  try  to  give  jou  my  jounial, 
or  such  parts  of  it  as  are  6t,  in  my  mind,  for  com- 
munication. 

**  On  Friday,  We  set  out  about  tweWe,  and  Uy 
at  Daventry. 

*•  On  Saturday,  We  dined  with  Rann  at  Co- 
ventry. He  intercepted  us  at  the  town's  end.  I 
saw  Tom  Johnson,  who  had  liardly  life  to  know 
that  1  was  with  him.  J  hear  he  is  since  dead.  In 
the  evening  I  came  to  Lucy,  and  walked  to  Stow- 
hill.  Mrs.  Aston  was  gone,  or  going  to  bed.  I 
did  not  see  her. 

**  Sunday. —>  After  dinner  I  went  to  Stowhill, 
and  was  very  kindly  received.  At  night  I  saw  my 
old  friend  Brodhurst  ^  you  know  him  —  the  play- 
fellow of  my  infancy,  and  gave  him  a  guinea. 

**  Monday.  —  Dr.  Taylor  came,  and  we  went 
#ith  Mrs.  Cobb  to  Greenhill  Bower.  I  had  not 
sten  it,  perhaps,  ibr  fifty  years.  It  is  much  dege- 
nerated.    Every  thing  grows  old. 

•*  Tuesday.  ^  I  dined,  I  think,  with  Lucy  both 
Monday  and  Tuesday. 

**  Wednesday,  Thursday.  —  I  had  a  fipw  visits, 
ftom  Peter  Garrick  among  the  rest,  and  dined  at 
StowhilL     My  breath  wery  short 

"  Friday I  dined  at  StowhilL 

**  Saturday.  ^-  Mrs.  Aston  took  me  out  in  her 
chaise,  and  was  very  kind.  I  dined  with  Mrs. 
Cobb,  and  came  to  Lucy,  with  whom  I  found,  as  I 
had  done  the  first  day.  Lady  Smith  and  Miss 
Vyse.- 

Ashbomrne,  Jntu  14.  1779.  •«**  Your  account  of 
Mr.  Thrale*s  illness*  is  very  terrible;  but  when  I 
remember  that  he  seems  to  have  it  peculiar  to  his 
constitution  —  that  whatever  distemper  he  has,  he 
always  has  his  head  affected  —  I  am  less  frighted. 
The  seisure  was,  I  think,  not  apoplectical,  but 
hysterical,  and  therefore  not  dangerous  to  lifie.  I 
would  have  you,  however,  consult  such  physicians 
as  you  think  you  can  best  trust  Bromfield  seems 
to  have  done  well,  and,  by  his  practice,  seems  not 
to  suspect  an  apoplexy.  That  is  a  solid  and  fun- 
damental comfort  I  remember  Dr.  Marsigli,  an 
Italian  physician,  whose  seisure  was  more  violent 
than  Mr.  Thrale*s,  for  he  fell  down  helpless ;  but 
his  case  was  not  considered  as  of  much  danger,  and 
he  went  safe  home,  and  is  now  a  professor  at  Padua. 
His  fit  was  considered  as  only  hysterical.*' 

Athbomme^  Jume  17.  1779.  — *«  It  is  certain  that 
your  first  letter  did  not  alarm  me  in  proportion  to 
the  danger,  for  indeed  it  did  not  describe  the 


I  Dr.  Johnion  made  this  tmt  bl«  anniial  excurvlon  Into  the 
Bftldlsnd  ccNmites,  of  which  h»,  at  usual,  nve  Mrs.  Thrala 
■n  account  lo  wveral  letUirt;  but  hU  rfsTt  was  shortaned 
bf  the  alarmtiiff  illness  of  Mr.  Tbrale.  —  Caoasa. 

*  A  serious  apoplectic  attack,  which  wai  the  precorsor  of 
another  of  the  same  nature,  which  tenninatod  nis  eaistanoa 
la  the  course  a€  the  cnsulnf  /ear. .—  Caoftsa. 

>  To  assist  In  k«Mlaf  the  polloBt'S  mUk 
sMerataly  wrote  kim  the  nest  lattar.  -.  Caoam.  Ii 


danger  as  it  was.  I  am  glad  that  you  hare  fie. 
berden ;  and  hope  his  rcstoratiTcs  sad  bb  yit- 
servatives  will  both  be  efl'eetual.  la  the  prh 
servatives,  dear  Mr.  Thrale  must  concur ;  yd  vbst 
can  he  reform  ?  or  what  can  be  add  to  his  rt. 
gularity  and  temperance  ?  He  can  only  slsq>  )m 
We  will  do,  however,  all  we  can.  I  go  to  Lidw 
field  to-morrow,  with  intent  to  hasten  to  Strtsthia. 
**  Both  Mrs.  Aston  and  Dr.  Taylor  have  hid 
strokes  of  the  palsy.  The  lady  was  sixty-cigfat, 
and  at  that  age  has  gained  ground  apoait;  the 
doctor  is,  you  know,  not  young,  and  be  n  qsiit 
well,  only  suspicious  of  every  sensatioa  b  the  pse* 
cant  arm.  I  hope  my  dear  master^  esss  is  ytt 
slighter,  and  that,  as  his  age  is  less,  hn  rseoftry 
will  be  more  perfect.  Let  him  keep  his  tbooghti 
diverted,  and  his  mind 
— XJeHlsrs. 


••8 


JOHNSON  TO  THRALE. 

-LlchMd,lveB.im 
<*  DaAa  Sia,  —  To  show  you  how  well  I  think 
of  your  health,  I  have  sent  you  an  hundred  pooo^ 
to  keep  ibr  me.  It  will  eome  witlna  one  day  «( 
quarter-day,  and  that  day  you  must  give  lae  I 
came  by  it  in  a  very  uoeoouBon  naaasr*,  mi 


would  not  confiMind  it  with  tbe 

••  My  wicked  mistress  talks  aa  if  she  tbousbt  s 
possible  for  me  to  be  indifibrent  or  nc^igaat  ab^ 
your  health  or  hera.  If  I  could  have  dooe  mj 
good,  I  had  not  delayed  an  hour  to  eone  lo  vm 
and  I  will  come  very  soon  to  try  if  my  adriee  m 
be  of  any  use,  or  my  company  of  any  mitfiMi- 
ment.* 

**  What  can  ba  done^  you  nnat  do  for  yobn^ 
Do  not  let  any  uneasy  thought  settle  is  f<sf 
mind.  Cbeerlulncss  and  vKOtwt  am  yoarpvtf 
remedies.  Nothing  is  for  tho  present  waidi  y^ 
anxiety.  Fivfrt  l«tfi  ia  one  of  tbe  great  raks^ 
health.  I  beliere  it  wUI  bo  good  to  ride  ete,htf 
never  to  weariness ;  for  wcarineas  is  itsdf  s  tasf** 
rary  resolution  of  the  nerves,  and  is  therdtaie  *»ht 
avoided.  Labour  is  exctdsa  oootimed  to  fcngM ; 
exercise  is  labour  used  only  while  it  yauimm 
pleasure. 

**  Above  all,  keep  your  mind  quiet.  Ds  v^ 
think  with  earnestness  even  of  your  hcsllii»  hrt 
think  on  such  things  as  may  please  wtiboiit  is* 
much  agitation ;  among  whieb*  I  hopa^  ■»  dear  Sc. 
your,  die,  San.  Joaaioe.* 

— i^lfers. 

JOHNSON  TO  MISS  REYNOLDS 

**  DaAa  Maoam,  —  I  have  aent  what  I  caa  (v 
your  German  friend.     At  this  unae  it  is  «tvy  ^ 
cult  to  get  any  money,  and  I  cannot  give 
am,  Madam,  your  ~ 

ble  servant, 
—  Acya.  MSS.] 


•I 


*  Was  it  ttom  the 
Caoaaa,  1847. 

*  HecuaetotowB 
next  letter.  —  Caoaaa. 

*  It  is  dne  to  the 
charity  to  Insert  this 
SOTS  that  haeanaot  five 
only  flacd  Iooobm  was  hla 
had  four  or 


•  ^ 
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CHAPTER  LXIX. 

1779. 

Ejperimenta  cm  Mc  Comttamep  o/Fricmih.  —  Cohmd 
Jamtt  Slwart  —  Choiet  of  GuanUaMt.  —  Advtt^ 
turen  to  the  Ea$t  Indiet.  —  Poor  of  Lornkm,  — 
A>/«'<  "Essay  om  MSm.**^  Lord  Bolingbroke. 
Jiihnsom*s  Residemees  in  Lomdom.  —  Coi^ujfal  Tuji' 
deiky.— noman.  CathoUes, — ffdps  to  tks  Study 

of   GrttL  —  Middlesex    Election Homee    of 

Cemmoeu.  —  Right  of  Exptdeion,  —  George  Whit" 
field.  — .  Philip  Asdey,  —  Keeping  CompoMif  with 

hfidels*  ~^  Irish  Union Vulgar  Proeperitg,  — 

**  The  Amhaemdor  sags  wtU." —  Correspondence, 

I  DID  not  write  to  Johnson,  as  usual,  upon  mj 
return  to  mr  familjr ;  but  tried  how  he  would 
be  tffected  hj  my  silence.  Mr.  Dilly  sent  me 
1  copj  of  a  note  which  he  received  from  him 
on  the  13th  of  Juljr,  in  these  words :  — 

JOHNSON  TO  DILLY. 

**  Sift,  —  Since  Mr.  Bofwell's  departure,  I  have 
orrrr  heard  from  him.  Please  to  tend  word  what 
70U  know  of  him,  and  whether  jou  have  sent  my 
books  to  his  lady.     I  am,  &e., 

**  Sam.  Johksov.** 

My  readers  will  not  doubt  that  his  solicitude 
•boot  me  waa  very  flattering. 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

"July  is.  1779. 

**Dtaa  81a,  —  What  can  possibly  have  hap- 
ptesd,  that  hasps  us  two  such  itrangen  to  each 
•(Imt?  I  eiKpoeUd  to  have  heard  from  you  when 
70U  etna  home ;  I  eipected  afterwards.  I  went 
>aio  the  couDtry  and  returned ;  and  yet  there  is  no 
letter  from  Mr.  BoswelL  No  iU,  I  hope,  has  hap- 
pmtd ;  and  if  ill  should  happen,  why  should  it  be 
eonceslcd  fttxn  htm  who  loves  you  ?  Is  it  a  (It  of 
bomour,  that  has  diiposed  you  to  try  who  can  bold 
««t  longest  without  writing  ?  If  it  be,  you  have 
tbe  victory.  But  I  am  afraid  of  something  bad ; 
Mt  me  free  from  my  suapieions. 

**  My  thoogbts  are  at  present  employed  in  guess* 
•OK  the  reason  of  your  silenee :  you  must  not  espeet 
^t  I  should  tell  you  any  thing,  if  I  had  any  thing 
to  telL  Write,  pray  write  to  me,  and  let  me  know 
vbat  is  or  what  has  been  the  eause  of  this  long  in- 
tmuption.  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  most  alleetiooata 
Gamble  scrraat,  Sam.  Jouvsom.** 


BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON. 


i.ialyl7.l779. 
**  Mt  D«Aa  Su, — What  may  be  justly  denomi- 
A><«d  a  supine  indolence  of  mind  has  been  my  state 
■J^etioence  sinee  I  last  returned  to  Scotland.     In 

•  itvelier  slate  I  bad  often  suflered  severely  ftom 

*  "^f  intervals  of  eilenee  on  yoor  part ;  and  I  had 
c*ta  bsen  chid  by  you  for  csprcssing  my  uneasi* 
*m.  I  was  willing  to  take  advantage  oi  my  in- 
•cntibility,  and  white  I  could  bear  the  eiperiment, 
^  try  whether  your  aflection  for  me  would,  after 
•B  oaueoal  silenee  00  my  part,  make  you  write 
'r^    This  aftanoon  I  have  bad  a  very  high 


Action  by  receiving  your  kind  letter  of  inquiry,  for 
which  I  most  grateftiUy  thank  you.  I  am  doubt- 
ful if  it  was  right  to  make  the  eiperiment ;  though 
1  have  gained  by  it  I  was  beginning  to  grow 
tender,  and  to  upbraid  myself,  especially  after  having 
dreamt  two  nights  ago  that  I  was  with  you.  I, 
and  my  wife,  and  my  (bur  children,  are  all  well.  I 
would  not  delay  one  poet  to  answer  your  letter ; 
but  as  it  is  late,  I  have  not  time  to  do  more.  You 
shall  soon  hear  from  me,  upon  many  and  various 
particulars ;  and  I  shall  never  again  put  you  to  any 
test.  I  am,  with  veneration,  my  dear  Sir,  your, 
&e..  Jambs  Boswkll.** 

On  the  22d  of  July,  I  wrote  to  him  again ; 
and  gare  him  an  account  of  my  last  interview 
with  my  worthy  friend^  Mr.  Edward  DUly,  at 
his  brother*s  house  at  Southill  in  Bedfordshire, 
where  he  died  soon  after  I  parted  from  him, 
leaving  me  a  very  kind  remembrance  of  hia 
rmurd. 

1  informed  him  that  Lord  Hailes,  who  had 
promised  to  furnish  him  with  some  anecdotes 
for  his  ^  Lives  of  the  Poets,"  had  sent  me  three 
instances  of  Prior*s  borrowing  from  Oombauid, 
in  RecueU  des  PoeUt^  tome  3.  Epigram  '*  To 
John  I  owed  great  obligation,**  p.  25.  "  To 
the  Duke  of  ^oailles,**  p.  32.  ^  Sauntering 
Jack  and  idle  Joan,**  p.  35. 

My  letter  waa  a  pretty  long  one,  and  con- 
tained a  variety  of  paiticnlmra;  but  he,  it 
should  seem,  boa  not  attended  to  it ;  for  hia 
next  to  me  was  as  follows :  — 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

**  Streathasi,  Sept.  S.  177S. 

"Mt  DBAa  Sia,^Are  you  playina  the  same 
trick  again,  and  trying  who  can  keep  sUence  long- 
est ?  Remember  that  all  tricks  are  either  knavish 
or  childish ;  and  that  it  is  as  foolish  to  make  expe- 
riments upon  the  constancy  of  a  friend,  aa  upon  the 
chastity  of  a  wilh. 

**  What  can  be  the  cause  of  this  second  fit  of  si- 
lence, I  cannot  conjecture ;  but  after  one  trick,  1 
will  not  be  cheated  by  another,  nor  will  harass  my 
thoughts  with  conjeeturca  about  the  motives  of  a 
man  who,  probably,  acts  only  by  caprice.  I  there- 
fore suppose  you  are  well,  and  that  Mrs.  Boswell 
is  well  too,  and  that  the  fine  summer  has  restored 
Lord  Auchinleek.  I  am  much  better  than  you 
left  me ;  I  think  I  am  better  than  when  I  wsa  in 
Scotland. 

**l  forgot  whether  I  informed  you  that  poor 
Thrale  has  been  in  great  danger.  Mrs.  Thrale  lik^ 
wise  has  misearri^  and  Imcu  much  indisposed. 
Every  body  else  is  welt  liangton  b  in  camp.  I 
intend  to  put  Lord  Hailes'a  description  of  Drydeo' 
into  another  edition,  and,  as  I  know  his  accuracy, 
wish  he  would  coittider  the  dates,  which  I  could 
not  always  settle  to  my  own  mind. 

•*Mr.  Thrale  goes  to  BrightheluMtone,  about 
Michaelmas,  to  be  Jolly  and  ride  a*hunting.  I  shall 
go  to  town,  or  pertiaps  to  Oxford,     Exercise  and 


ifliaiiicsted  to  hias  frow  hb  Lordthlp.  hot  It 
pobliftlMd.    I  bavs  a  eopv  of  It.  -.  Boswbix. 

Drvte,  wbich  Loff4  HaiUs  hs4 

^ards  save  aa.  — . 


I  Wbkhl 
bacBotysi 
The  tern  aoUess 
oollsrtsii.  Mr 
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gncty,  or  lattwr  mtnhtmnu,  wilU  I  bopekduniMte 
all  ranuiM  of  his  muJkdy  ; .  and  I  Ukeiviaa  hope,  by 
tiieeluuige  of  plaoe',  tofiadMOiaoppoftttiiitwsof 
mving  j^  better  mjeilf:  I  am,  dear  ttr,  your, 
^,  Sam.  Joimaov.'* 


r*  ScptODber,  1779. 

«  On  the  17th,  Mr.  Chamiertook  me  avaj  with 
him  from  Streathain.  I  left  the  aenranU  a  guinea 
lor  my  healths  and  was  content  enough  to  escape 
into  a  home  whoe  mj  birth-day,  not  being  known, 
oould  not  be  mentioned.  I  sat  up  till  midnight 
was  past,  and  the  day  of  a  new  year^a  very  awful 

day began.    I  prayed  to  God,  who  had  aiJely 

brought  me  to  the  bc^ning  of  another  year,  but 
could  not  perfectly  recollect  the  prayer,  and  sup- 
plied it.  Siieh  desertions  of  memory  I  have  always 
had.  When  I  arose  on  the  18th,  I  think  I  prayed 
again,  then  walked  with  ray  friend  into  hisgnNinds. 
When  I  came  baefc,  after  somo  time  passed  im  the 
library,  Asding  myself  oppiesssd  by  sUepsaessb  I 
retired  to  my  chamber,  where  by  lying  down,  aod  a 
diort  impeHMi  aiuBber,  I  was  rsftsihed,  and 
pffMred  aa  the  night  before.  I  tben  dined  and 
triisd  in  tbo  par&or  and  libnsry,  and  waa  freed 
from  a  sempio  about  Horace.  At  last  I  vent  to 
bed,  having  first  eomposed  a  prayer. 

19th,  Sunday.  —  I  went  to  diurch  and  attended 
the  senriee.  I  fiwad  at  church  a  time  to  uae  my 
prayer,  '  0  Lord*  Aom  aisrcy,  Ire.*** * —  Proven  am4 
MetL,  p.  9SS.] 

Myreaden  witt  not  be  diipleued  at  bong 
told  ereiT  ili|^  dranmiitimoe  of  the  manner 
in  wfaidi  jDr.  Johnion  oontrhred  to  anune  kii 
•olitary  honn.  He  sometimes  employed  him- 
sdf  in  cheouitrj,  lometim—  in  mtering  and 
proning  a  fine,  sometimes  in  nnall  expeii- 
menta,  at  which  tfaoie  who  may  Bnije  nould 
reooUeot  that  there  are  momenti  which  admit 
of  beinff  soothed  only  bj  trifles.' 

On  tne  90tli  of  September  I  defended  my- 
self agunst  bis  snspicioii  of  me,  which  Ididnot 
deaerre ;  and  added,  ^  Pray  let  na  write  fire- 
gently.  A  whim  strikes  me,  that  we  should 
tend  off  a  dieet  onee  a  week,  like  a  slege- 
eoaeh,  whether  it  be  fVdl  or  not ;  nay,  thot^ 
it  should  be  empty.  The  very  sq^ht  of  your 
handwriting  would  oomfbrt  me;  and  were  a 
sheet  to  be  thoa  sent  regularly,  we  sbould 
much  oftener  eonvey  something,  were  it  only  a 
few  kind  words. 


It  appesn  bf  tha  eztraet  ftom  hit  Fnyan  and  Mcdita- 
that  ha  want  for  a  Aw  day*  with  Ms  fHand  amaay 
(«Mli»asi.  II.I.)  to  hU  TlUa.  war  Bjaen:  ^ 
«*i»aMawto«AaMr  w*tn  Am  MrCfttiiy  (ISth  8c|K.)  mmU 
mt  te  mnMmtA,  -  CaoBBa,  isir. 

s  1  d9  aoi  fad  aoy  prafar  in  cha  printMl  eollactlOB  haffamtef 
wllb  thasa  predM  woraa.  ~-  Caoauu  1S47. 

*  In  ooa  of  hia  nunaaeripC  Diaries,  thara  la  tha  Mlowing 
•oCrr,  whkh  mailu  his  enriooa  mlButa  atCenrion : — **Jaly 

9S.  vm I  ihaTod  sjrnail  hf  acddanc  te  vhatthis  tha  fcalfa. 

aboutan  alfhth  of  an  inch  Ikna  tha  botlom.  and  ahouta  foorth 
fhm  tha  top.  This  I  mearara  that  I  may  know  fha  growth  of 
nails  I  tha  whale  is  about  if*  f4ahiht  of  an  Ineb.**  Anathar  of 
tbasama  kind  appears  AufOit  7.1 779 : "  Pmrttm  hrmtkii  dtMtfi 
)  ^roMimam  et  cmiem  peet»ru  area  mamUUim  deMtmm 
mi  netmm  flerti  qmaiU»  UwtpoHt  piii  remormrmlmr." 
August  15. 17S3 :  —  I  cut  from  tha  vioa  forty  one  laaTc.«. 
rbieh  weighed  Are  ouncai  and  a  half,  and  aight  tcniplca :  I 
lar  Kham  upon  my  bnokeaso,  to  we  what  weight  tha^  will  Iota 
"■^•■^  •      "~-~'     ••»*-  Johnioa  was  alwariexoMd. 

of  labavalan 


^'Ing.    —  BoswvLL* 


Dr. 


My  friend,  Colonel  James  Staart\  second 
son  of  the  Earl  of  Bute,  who  had  distinguished 
himself  as  a  good  officer  of  the  Bediwdshire 
militia,  had  taken  a  public-spirited  resolutioo  i 
to  serve  his  oountij  in  its  difficoltka,  by  ru»- 
ing  a  regular  regiment,  and  taking  the  cas* 
mand  of  it  himseK  This,  in  the  aeirof  the 
immense  property  of  Wortley,  wss  higU j  ho- 
nourable. Haying  been  in  Sootlmd  reiruit- 
ing,  he  obliginffly  asked  me  to  aooompsny  hm 
to*Le«]«,  £»  tLe  hewl-quartcn  of  Sil^. 
from  thenoe  to  London  for  a  short  timei  aiKi 
afterwards  to  other  plaoea  to  whidk  the  rc^ 
ment  touAA  be  ovdered.  8ncfa  sn  oner,  it  i 
timeof  tSe  yeerwhenlhad  full  leisu%  to 
very  pleasing ;  especially  as  I  was  to  secoo- 
]my  a  man  M  stening  good  senis^  iafwnsMB, 

discernment,  and  conyirialky,  and  wss  to  hue 
a  second  crop,  in  one  year»  of  London  aad 
Johnson.  Of^this  I  informed  my  iOastmi 
friend  in  cfaaracteristical  wana  tvms  in  s  let* 
ter  dated  the  SOdi  of  Sq»tend)er,  from  Leeds. 

On  Monday,  October4.,Icdfadathisbo«« 
before  he  was  up.  He  sent  for  me  to  hit  M- 
side»  and  expressed  his  wtiifaction  at  thii  ioa- 
dental  meetiiu,  with  as  mxuh  ytvadtr  it  if  k 
had  been  in  the  gaiety  of  youth.  He  t^ 
briaklyy  **  Frank,  so  and  get  coffee,  and  lec  v 
breakfast  m  tjlaSawrr 

During  th»  Tiait  to  Loodon,  I  had  smnl 
interviews  with  has,  which  it  is  xmunammj  <• 
distinguish  pariiculariy.  I  consulted  Um  «ic 
the  appointment  of  gnaidiaDS  to  my  chiUreE 
in  case  of  my  death.  ««Sir,**  saidhe,'*dDBoi 
appoint  a  number  of  gvardBaai.  ?fhte  Ikrt 
sre  many,  they  trust  one  to  another,  wA  ^ 
business  is  neglected.  I  wodd  advise  ^se  (* 
choooe  only  one :  let  him  be  a  man  of  rsprt* 
able  character,  who,  for  his  own  oradtt,  wiJ  ^ 
what  is  right ;  lei  him  be  a  rich  man,  so  tba 
he  may  be  under  no  temptaticmto  take  sdns- 
tage ;  and  let  him  be  anmn  of  busiassi,  v^  ^ 
used  to  oondnct  aflUra  with  afaOi^  nd  a- 
pertneWi  to  whom,  therefore,  the  •^•wtfina  flf 
the  trust  will  not  be 


[JOHNSON  TO  MR&  THAALS. 

« Oet.  8.  1779.  —  On  Ssoday  tha  gMrt  ic"^^ 
aaklsi^  and  I  want  tery  oomaodioMiy  to  ^*^ 


lh«44'*' 


Mr.  Thrala  Ibaad  Ms  IHcW  fmk  te.  whan  1  ha^  ^ ' 
I^mfao.  and  ba  bad  fat  tbo  ckildraa  aad  ibimN  m^ 

all  our  antartafav 


Indeed,  k  waa  a 
on  flra  raadlnf  \ 
onabla  avan  »• 

and  aaeardlnsly  Iba'fcntapa  aC  all 

the  c.indla  down  to  tba  varj  n«<wofk. 

In  chanittry,  bo 

inilited  that  WW 

lotopher'a  ttoaai*  **  .->  Jhmai^  — >  Ci 

4  Colonel  Stuart  I _ 

lrfRndMacbea8la,b«twnBl ..^ 

Ha  waa  tba  tiMfaar  oTcho  Iril  U«d  .. 
181 4.  We  cannot  bin  tmUe  al  Boawatt^i 
oThlalHand*! 
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On  Moodaj  night  I  Mt  my  IWt  usMsy.  On 
Tncaday  I  vm  qoiie  lame:  that  night  I  took  au 
apiUft,  hftving  fint  taken  phytic  and  fiutad  To- 
vardf  morniog  on  Wednesday  the  pain  remitted. 
Bony  came  to  me,  and  much  talk  we  had.  I 
ftttcd  aaecber  day ;  and  on  Wednetday  night  could 
;  walk  toleiably.  On  Thonday,  inding  myself 
msoding,  I  ventured  on  my  dinner,  which  I  think 
hst  a  little  interrupted  my  eonTalesoeoee.  To-day 
I  have  again  taken  physic,  and  eaten  only  ionie 
iteved  applea.  I  hope  to  starre  it  away.  It  » 
new  no  worse  than  it  was  at  Brighthelnatone.''] 
—LeUtn. 

On  SttndaT,  October  10^  we  dined  tc»ether 
U  Mr.  8tman*8.  The  conversation  having 
tamed  on  the  prevailing  practioe  of  going  to 
theEartlndiei  in  craest  of  wealth ; — Johs- 
•oa.  **  A  man  had  oetter  have  ten  thousand 
pounds  at  the  end  often  jean  passed  in  Eng- 
tsad,  than  twenty  thousand  pounds  at  the  end 
of  ten  years  passed  in  India,  because  you  must 
ooBpttte  what  you  gtsv  for  money ;  and  the 
man  who  has  lived  ten  years  in  India  has  given 

3  ten  years  of  sodal  eomfwii  and  all  those 
rsntsgea  which  arise  from  living  in  England. 
The  ingenioua  Mr.  Brown,  dbtinguished  by  the 
Bsne  of  Ct^abOUg  Brown\  told  me,  ihit  he 
was  onee  at  the  seat  of  Lord  CUve,  who  had 
returned  firom  India  with  great  wealth ;  and 
that  he  showed  him  at  the  door  of  his  bed- 
chamber a  hurge  chest,  which  he  said  he  had 
onoe  had  AJI  of  gold ;  upon  which  Brown  ob- 
served, *  I  am  glad  joa  can  bear  it  so  near 
your  bed*€hamber.*  **  * 

We  talked  of  the  state  of  the  poor  in  Lon- 
don. Joaiiaov.  ^  Saunders  Welch,  the  justice, 
who  was  otuse  high-constable  of  Holbom,  and 
Wi  the  best  opportnntties  of  knowing  the  state 
of  the  poor,  told  me,  that  I  undemied  the 
Bumber,  when  I  compoted  thattwentv  a  week, 
that  ia,  above  a  thousand  a  year,  diea  of  hun- 
ger ;  not  absolutely  of  immediate  hunger,  but 
of  the  wasting  and  other  diseases  which  are  the 
ouoaeauencea  of  hunger.  This  happens  only 
in  so  large  a  place  as  London,  where  people 
•re  not  known.  What  we  are  told  about  the 
great  saaa  got  by  biggins  is  not  true :  the 
trade  ia  overstocked,  ^nd,  you  may  depend 
■poo  it,  there  are  many  who  cannot  get  work. 
A  particular  kind  of  manufacture  &us :  those 
vfao  have  been  used  to  work  at  it  can,  for  sohm 
ihae,  work  at  nothing  else.  You  matt  a  man 
beg^uag ;  yon  charge  him  with  idleness :  he 
lays,  *  1  am  willing  to  labour.  Will  you  give 
Be  work?* — 'I  cannot '-i-*Wh^,  then,  you 
lave  no  right  to  charge  me  with  idleness.* 


from  U*  hsMt  9t  M^Bf  that  the 
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We  left  Mr.  Stnhan*s  at  seven,  as  John^ 
son  had  said  he  intended  to  go  to  evening 
praym  As  we  walked  alone,  he  complained 
of  a  little  gout  in  his  toe,  and  said,  **i  sImVt 
go  to  prayers  to-night :  I  shaU  go  to»morrow : 
whenever  I  miss  church  on  a  Sunday,  I  resohre 
to  go  another  day.  Btit  I  do  not  always  do 
it.  This  was  a  fair  exhibition  of  that  vibra- 
tion between  pious  resolutions  and  indolence, 
which  many  of  us  have  too  often  experienced. 

I  went  home  with  him,  and  we  had  a  long 
quiet  conversation. 

I  resd  him  a  letter  from  Dr.  Hugh  Blair 
concerning  Pope  (in  writing  whose  life  he  was 
now  emptojed),  which  I  shall  insert  as  a  lite- 
rary cunoaity. ' 

DB.  BLAIR  TO  BOSWELL. 


**  Braaihtoa  Fork,  aopC  11.  ms. 

«  Dkaa  fliB,--  In  the  year  176S,  hcing  at 
don,  I  waa  carried  by  Dr.  John  Blair,  Prebendary 
of  Wattminater,  to  dine  at  old  Lord  Bathurst'a, 
where  we  iboad  the  late  Mr.  MaUet,  Sir  James 
Potter,  vho  had  been  amhaiiador  at  CoDstantino- 
ple,  the  late  Dr.  Maeaulay,  and  two  or  three  more. 
Hie  conversation  tninhig  on  Mr.  Pope,  Lord 
Bathnrst  told  oi,  that  the  '  Eaay  on  Man'  waa 
originally  eomposed  by  Lord  BoHngbroke  in  piooe^ 
and  that  Mr.  Pope  did  no  moie  than  put  it  into 
that  be  had  reed  Lord  BolingbnAa^ 
ipt  in  tab  own  headwriting;  and  fo- 
masshvcd  well,  that  he  waa  at  a  loei 
to  adanie  tha-  elegance  of  Lenl 
peoMb  or  tho  hsaaty  of  Ma.  Pope^ 
Lord  Baiherat  told  thia,  Mr.  MaBH 
attend,  and  rememher  thia  aemarkahle  piece  of  in* 
fbnnation ;  aa»  by  the  eonrae  of  nature,  I  miyht 
iun ive  his  lordahip,  and  he  a  witne«  of  his  havmg 
■aid  ao.  The  convenation  waa  indeed  too  remark- 
able to  be  ibrgotten.  A  few  dm  after,  meeting 
with  you,  who  were  then  alto  at  London,  you  win 
remember  that  I  mentioned  to  yon  what  had 
pewed  on  this  euhject,  as  I  was  mueh  ftrueh  with 
this  anecdote.  But  what  aieertaitta  ny  reeolleo- 
tioa  of  it,  beyond  doubt,  it,  that  being 
to  keep  a  Jooraal  of  what  paand  when  I 
London,  whieh  I  wrote  out  every  evening,  i 
the  paiticalara  of  the  above  inftrmatioo,  jnat  aa  I 
have  now  given  then,  dietinetly  marked ;  and  am 
enahled  to  is  thia  eoavefsation  to  hate 
on  Friday,  the  S9d  of  Aprd,  176a. 

**  I  raflaemhcr  alto  diatincdy  (though  I  have  not 
for  this  the  authority  of  my  JouraalX  that,  the  eo»> 
veraatioo  going  on  ooneeming  Mr.  Pope^  I  took 
notice  of  a  report  whieh  had  been  aometimet  pn^ 
pagated  that  be  did  not  undentand  Greek.  Lord 
Bathnrrt  laid  to  me  that  he  knew  that  to  be  frlae; 
far  that  part  of  the  Iliad  wat  tianriated  by  Mr. 


17.  ri».  that  of  ck*  late  l«rd  Balliarai.  who  m«  tiia  un 

rot  mttm  of  Um  T^fiAwm  CtakMi  (hm  ibt  Afcbfatolieijl 

In  LofdBellaSbrthc'f  own  batdjilng  btAae  Mr.  Poyt.  wbfie 

iSoMBf  hit  BaujT.**   Tblsb  fttptcttblt  evtdcoot : 


bat  Ibat  tf  Dr.  BUlr  1»  ntbrt  dirtot  fron  tht  fooDtAiDhtMd, 
at  wtU  tt  aioft  roll.    Lat  mt  add  lo  It  tbat  ot  Dr.  Joaapli 
Warton ;  *'  Tbt  lata  Lord  Bathurat  reprtladlf  aiaurtd  mt 
tbtft  bt  bad  rttd  tbt  vbnia  Kbamt  of  tbt  *  Eauf  od 
In  tbt  btadwrkine  of  BollDgbroka.  and  drawn  opm  a 
tf  propoaltloat,  whlcb  Popt  waatt  ftrail^  and  iUoatratt. 


JfafOTM  the  Ocntea  ond  Writimtu  qT  Ptm,  vet.  U.  p.  SS.— 
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Pope  in  his  house  in  the  country ;  and  thnt  in  the 
momtttg  when  they  aaiemblcd  et  breakfast,  Mr. 
Pope  laaed  frequently  to  repeat,  with  great  rapture, 
the  Greek  lines  which  he  had  been  translating, 
and  then  to  give  them  his  Tersion  of  them,  and  to 
ooropare  them  together. 

**  If  these  circumstances  can  be  of  any  use  to 
Dr.  Jobnson,  you  have  my  full  liberty  to  gire 
them  to  him.  I  beg  you  will,  at  the  same  time, 
present  to  him  my  most  respectful  compliments, 
with  best  wishes  for  his  success  and  fame  in  all  his 
litersry  undertakings.  I  am,  with  great  respect, 
my  dMrest  Sir,  your  most  affectionate  and  obliged 
bumble  senrant,  Hoor  BLAia.** 

JoHNSOK.  ^  Deoend  upon  it,  Sir,  this  is  too 
strongly  stated.  Pope  may  have  had  from 
Bolingbroke  the  philosophic  ttamina  of  his  Es- 
say; and  admitting  this  to  be  true,  Lord 
Bathurst  did  not  intentionally  fabify.*  But  the 
thing  is  not  true  in  the  latitude  that  Blair  seems 
to  imagine  ;  we  are  sure  that  tJbe  poetical  ima- 
gery, which  makes  a  great  part  of  the  poem, 
was  Pope*s  own.  It  is  amazmg,  Sir,  what  de- 
yiatioDs  there  are  from  precise  truth,  in  the 
account  which  is  giyen  or  almost  eyery  thing. 
I  told  Mrs.  Thrale,  *  You  haye  so  little  anxiety 
about  trath,  that  you  neyer  tax  your  memory 
with  the  exact  thinff.*  Now  what  is  the  use  of 
the  memory  to  truth,  if  one  is  careless  of  ex- 
actness ?  Lord  Haile8*s  *  Annals  of  Scotland ' 
are  yery  exact;  but  they  contain  mere  dry 
puiicuiars.  They  are  to  be  considered  as  a 
Dictionary. «  You  know  sach  things  are  there, 
and  may  be  looked  at  when  you  please.  Ro- 
bertson paints ;  but  the  misfortune  is,  yon  are 
sure  he  does  not  know  the  people  woom  he 

B lints;  so  yon  cannot  suppose  a  likeness, 
baracters  should  neyer  be  given  by  an  histo- 
rian, unless  he  knew  the  people  whom  he  de- 
scribes, or  copies  from  those  who  knew  them.*' 

BoawsUi.  "  Why,  Sir,  do  people  play  this 
trick  which  I  obsenre  now,  when  I  look  at  your 
grate,  putting  the  shovel  sffunst  it  to  make  the 
Ire  bum  ?  **  Johnson.  *' They  play  the  trick, 
but  it  does  not  make  the  fire  bum.'  There  is 
a  better  (setting  the  poker  perpendicularly  up 
at  right  angles  with  the  grate).  In  days  of 
superstition  they  thouffht,  as  it  made  a  cross 
with  the  bars,  it  would  drive  away  the  witch." 

BoswBJj;..  ^  By  associating  with  you.  Sir,  I 
am  always  getting  an  accession  of  wisdom. 
But  perhaps  a  man,  after  knowing  his  own 
character  —  the  limited  strength  of  his  own 
mind — should  not  be  desirous  of  having  too 


*  PsrhsM  wbsK  Lord  BathurtC  isw  wu  s  aeries  of  MeU^kp- 
ifemt  MSi.t  ncntloocd  by  BollDg(>rok«  to  hli  posUcript  to 
Pop«*a  leCtOT  to  Swill,  lath  Snit.  ITM  ;  but  these  vere  st  that 
date  still  iocomplete.  aod  the  flret  iwrt  of  the  '*  ficMy  em 
Mam  "  had  been  pabllsbed  eiirljr  la  ifat,  sad  the  U»t  part  la 
JSDuarjr,  1734.  — Csocsa,  1S47. 

*  It  oeriainljr  docs  make  the  Are  bora :  bf  repelltaiff  thealr. 
It  throwsa  blast  on  the  flra,aad  so  performs  the  part  in  some 
degree  of  a  blower  or  bellows.  —  Kbabnst.  Dr.  Kearney's 
obserraMoo  applies  only  to  the  sAoerA  and  even  so,  very  la- 
perfsctly ;  but  by  those  who  have  fUth  in  the  eaperlment,  the 
poktr  Is  supposed  to  he  equally  eflcacious.    After  all.  it  Is 

"  's  that  there  may  be  some  magnette  or  elcctrieal  h»- 
whkh,lntlwpi«fressor  sdenoe,  maybe  esplalned; 


much^  wisdom,  considering,  quid  so/naf  kmeri, 
how  little  he  can  carry.**  Jomsox.  **  Sir,  be 
as  wise  as  you  can ;  let  a  man  be  ditt  Ictei, 

<  Though  plaMsd  to  see  the  dolphtospUy,       I 
I  mimi  my  wwnpees  and  my  way.*' 

You  may  be  wise  in  your  study  m  the  morn* 
ing,  and  gay  in  oompttny  at  a  tavern  in  the 
evening.  Every  man  is  to  take  care  of  hb  oto 
wisdom  and  his  own  virtue,  without  mindifii 
too  much  what  others  think.** 

He  said,  **  Dodsley  first  mentioned  to  ne 
the  scheme  of  an  English  Dictionary ;  but  1 
had  long  thought  of  it.*'  Boswxll.  **Yoo 
did  not  Know  what  you  were  undertaking." 
Johnson.  **  Yes,  Sir,  I  knew  very  well  wbat 
I  was  undertaking,  and  very  well  hoir  to  do 
it,  and  have  done  it  very  weU.**  Bocvxll 
**  An  excellent  climax  I  and  it  koi  avsiled  joo- 
In  ^onr  preface  you  say, '  What  would  it  tnil 
me  in  this  gloom  of  solitude  f  *  You  have  be«n 
agreeably  mistaken.** 

In  his  life  of  Ifilton,  he  observes,  **  I  etanoi 
but  remark  a  kind  of  respect,  perhap  udoob- 
scionsly,  paid  to  this  great  man  hj  his  biwn- 
phers :  every  house  in  which  he  resided  i<  W 
torically  mentioned,  as  if  it  were  an  mjnrr  to 
neglect  naming  any  place  that  he  hononrrd  bj 
his  presence.**  I  had,  before  I  read  thii  ob- 
servation, been  desirous  of  showing  tkst  re- 
spect to  Johnson,  by  various  inquinef.  Find- 
ing him  this  evening  in  a  very  good  hnmosr,  I 
prevailed  on  him  to  give  me  an  exact  list  t( 
nis  places  of  residence,  since  he  entered  6e 
metropolis  as  an  author,  which  I  snljoin  a  i 
note.* 

I  mentioned  to  him  a  dispute  between  i 
friend  of  mine  and  his  ladj,  concerning  coojc- 
gal  infidelity,  which  my  friend  had  maiotais^ 
was  by  no  means  so  bad  in  the  husband  t»  i> 
the  wife.  Johnson.  ^  Your  friend  wai  in  t&r 
right,  Sir.  Between  a  man  and  his  Mskfr  >« 
is  a  difierent  question :  bat  between  s  mr 
and  his  wife,  a  husband's  infiddity  is  not^rf 
They  are  connected  by  children,  b^  fbrtvr- 
by  serious  considerations  of  commnnitv.  Wi« 
married  women  don*t  trouble  themsdvo  al^' 
infidelity  in  their  husbands.**  Boswill  **  T^ 
be  sure  there  is  a  great  difierence  between  ^ 
offence  of  infidelity  in  a  man  and  that  o^*  kp 
wife.**  Johnson.  "*  The  difTerence  is  boL»i- 
less.  Hie  man  imposes  no  bastards  upas  ^ 
wife.*** 


and  what  has  been  thooght  a  Tuljar  v 
be  a  philosophical  eapedieBt.  —  Cnoa 

s  *•  The  Spleen.**  a  poem  [hf 

«  Which  the  render  h«     ' 
—  CaoKsa. 

•  S«ealsomsl^,p.ltt.  Thb 
illustration  of  a  **  Semsdlms  di 
or  a  basUrd  Into  a  lamttf ,  thuntli 
great  crime.  Is  only  one  cumee^iisnfi 
and  aocidsQtal  one)  of  a  gmur 
injustice.  ThepreQSuUonof  JaM^aUnded 
niit  render  her  Innooent.  In  a  moeni  asd 
the  fuilt  is  no  doubt  eaual  in  man 
both  Or.  Jateiaa  siUllr. Baspril 


*  i-i 


Ml.  70. 


BOSWELL'S  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


637 


Here  it  may  be  qvestioiied,  wbether  John- 
son was  entirely  in  the  right.    I  suppose  it 
will  not  be  controverted,  that  the  difference  in 
the  degree  of  criminality  is  very  great,  on  ac- 
count of  consequences:  but  still  it  may  be 
maintained,  that,  independent  of  moral  obliga- 
tion, infidelity  is  by  no  means  a  light  offence 
in  a  hasband ;  because  it  must  hurt  a  delicate 
attachment,  in  which  a  mutual  constancy  is  im- 
plied, with  such  refined  sentiments  as  Massin- 
fer  has  exhibited  in  his  play  of  ^  The  Picture.** 
Johnson  probably  at  another  time  would  have 
admitted  thia  opinion.    And  let  it  be  kept  in 
remembrance,  that  he  was  very  careful  not  to 
^ve  anv  encouragement  to  irregular  conduct. 
A  gentleman,  not  adverting  to  the  distinction 
nude  by  him  upon  this  subject,  supposed  a 
caMi  of  singular  perverseness  in  a  wife,  and 
heedlessly  said,  **  That  then  he  thought  a  hus- 
band miffht  do  as  he  pleased  with  a  safe  con- 
K'ience.      Jobrsok.    **'  Kay,  Sir,  this  is  wild 
indeed  (smiling) ;  you  must  consider  that  forni- 
cation is  a  crime  in  a  single  man,  and  you  can- 
n<it  have  more  liberty  by  being  married.** 

He  thia  evening  expressed  himself  strongly 
a^nst  the  Roman  Catholics,  observing,  **  In 
f  very  thinff  in  which  they  differ  from  us,  they 
are  wron^.  He  was  even  against  the  invoca* 
tion  of  sainta ;  in  short,  he  was  in  the  humour 
of  opposition. 

Hartng  regretted  to  him  that  I  had  learnt 
little  Gre^  aa  b  too  generally  the  case  in 
{Scotland ;  tliAt  I  had  for  a  Ions  time  hardly 
Applied  at  all  to  the  study  of  that  noble  lan- 
guage, and  that  I  was  desirous  of  being  told  by 
him  what  method  to  follow ;  he  recommended 
u  easy  helpa,  Sylvanua*s  «*  first  Book  of  the 
Ihad ;  **  Dawaon*s  ^  Lexicon  to  the  Greek  New 
Testament;"  and «« Hesiod,**  witii  '•Pa0orie*s 
Uxicon**  at  the  end  of  it 

JOHNSON  TO  MR&  THRALE. 

**  LoBdM.  Oct.  II.  1779. 

*  I  do  not  ace  why  you  abould  trouble  youraclf 
vith  phyaiciaaa  while  Mr.  Thralc  grows  better. 
IWpany  and  buttle  will,  I  hope,  complete  his 
^ire  Let  him  gallop  over  the  Downs  in  the 
incfroifi^  call  his  friends  about  him  to  dinner,  and 
W«k  in  tbo  roona  at  night,  aad  outrun  time  and 
vi6ee  naalbrtune.  Notwithstanding  all  authori- 
•M  against  bicoding,  Mr.  Thrak  bled  himself  well 
ra  dajr*  ago. 

**  You  will  lead  a  Jolly  life,  and  perhaps  think 


of  tbia  MUaet,  and  vliieh  to,  Mrhipt.  Um 

of  fh»  ai— Ur  mdulfltaea  which  It  gcMrallf 

tlw  teM«lit7  «C  th«  mm^  I  aMan  the  aflbct  on 

oithodUfci«QCiom«f.  Thoulandoot 

•boio  tho  qiwUllm  oCtho  wnm.  ia  oay 

i  bat  when  tho  aoporkir  paHC/  aad  doHoMT 

Mflf  mmmmUmtrdM  to  dcMrovod -./acttto 

—  ahoaaaarally  bito  hitoattor  dMradatkm ; 

■Mf.  it  to  thM  •octotymkn  a  atatlaecloa 


I.  and  tt  to  Mvoffo  ogalBrt  tho 

jbaraofMwtotjr.oro 

Thto  «tow  of  Cho  oubloet  wQl  bo 
propotUhm  —  fbr  taHUaoo:  Tho 
V  Bojr  rathor  Iho  bottcr,  of  a 


litUe  of  me;  but  I  have  been  invited  twiee  to  Mrs. 
Veaey's  coaeeraafion,  but  have  not  gone.  The 
gout  that  was  in  my  ankles,  when  Queeny  criti- 
cised  my  gait,  passed  into  my  toe,  but  I  have 
bunted  it,  and  starved  it,  and  it  makes  no  figure. 
It  has  drawn  some  attention,  for  Lord  and  Lady 
Lucan  sent  to  inquire  after  me.  Thu  is  oil  the 
news  that  I  have  to  tell  you.  Yesterday  1  dined 
with  Mr.  Strahan,  and  Boswell  was  there.  We 
shall  be  both  to-morrow  at  Mr.  Bamsay's.** 

On  Tuesday,  October  12.,  I  dined  with  him 
at  Mr.  Ramsay*s,  with  Lord  Newhaven',  and 
some  other  company,  none  of  whom  I  recoUect, 
but  a  beautiful  Miss  Graham*,  a  relation 
[niece]  of  hia  Lord8hip*s,  who  asked  Dr.  John- 
son to  nob  or  nob  witn  her.  He  was  flattered 
by  such  pleasing  attention,  and  politely  told 
her,  he  never  drank  wine ;  but  ir  she  would 
drink  a  glasa  of  water,  he  was  much  at  her  ser- 
vice. She  accepted.  ''  Oho,  Sir  I  *'  said  Lord 
Newhaven,  "you  are  caught**  Johhsok. 
'*Nay,  I  do  not  see  haw  lam  caught;  but  if  I 
am  caught,  I  don*t  want  to  get  free  again.  If 
I  am  caught,  I  hope  to  be  kept**  Then,  when 
the  two  glasses  of  water  were  brought,  smiling 
placidly  to  the  young  lady,  he  sai^  **  Madam, 
let  us  reewrocaur 

Lord  ITewhaven  and  Johnson  cairied  on  an 
argument  for  some  time  concerning  the  Mid- 
dlesex election.  Johnson  said,  **rarliament 
nmy  be  considered  as  bound  by  law,  as  a  man 
ia  bound  where  there  is  nobody  to  tie  the  knot 
Ab  it  is  dear  that  the  House  of  Commons  may 
expel,  and  expel  again  and  again,  why  not  al- 
low of  the  power  to  incapacitate  for  that  par- 
liament, rather  than  have  a  perpetual  contest 
kept  up  between  pariiament  ana  the  people  ?*' 
Lord  Newhaven  took  the  oppoeite  side ;  but 
respectfully  said,  **I  speak  with  great  defer- 
ence to  you.  Dr.  Johnson ;  I  speiut  to  be  in- 
structed.** This  had  its  full  effect  on  my 
friend.  He  bowed  his  head  almost  as  low  as 
the  table  to  a  complimenting  nobleman,  and 
called  out,  **  My  lord,  my  lord,  I  do  not  desire 
all  this  ceremony ;  let  us  tell  our  minds  to  one 
another  quietlv.  After  the  debate  was  over, 
he  said,  **I  nave  got  lights  on  the  subject 
to*day,  which  I  had  not  before.**  This  was 
a  ^reat  deal  from  him,  especially  as  he  had 
written  a  pamphlet  upon  it. 

He  observea,  "  The  House  of  Commons  was 
originally  not  a  privilege  of  the  people,  bat  a 
check,  for  the  crown,  on  the  House  of  Lords. 


f»r  vaatiag 


If  camra^ti  bat  audi  a  dofort  la  s  mmm  la  whollv 
■Mo,  bocauao,  aa  Jalkmen  wlotiv  and  wittily  tald, 
hoa  not  tao  viitao  of  eouraso  aas  ao  wcority  for 


**  Im  who  hoa  not  tko  viitao  of  eourafo  aas  ao  wcority 
any  otbor  vlrtov."  aorioty,  thoroforo,  roqolrti  ehuUtif  from 
womok  aa  It  dooa  comrag^  from  men.  Boo  lloiitc«qol«u, 
Etftii  tf«f  Loi«,  b.  irtl.  eh.  S.,  whoro  bo  procooda  on  tho  prin. 
ciplo,  tbot  cboitlty  la,  lo  tho>irwolr  choractor,  tho  routMUiion 
aad  guarSlaa  of  orory  otbor  vtrtao,  aad  Ibo  vory  ba»U  of 
loclocy.  ^  Caoaaa. 

1  WUUam  Mayoo,  Biq.  was  croalod  a  Baraaot  In  170  ;  a 
prtvf  ooaatollor  In  iMfaad  in  ITSS ;  aad  la  I77S  advanced  to 
tho  Irtoh  potrofo  by  tho  lltlo  of  Banm  Newhavra.    Ho  took 


a  boiy  port  In  tho  Intriguos.  lobo,  aad  tquahbloo  wbkh  con 
Mkalod  tho  liiah  poHcki  of  bU  day.  —  Cooaaa. 

*  Now  Ibo  lady  of  Sir  Hoory  Da*hwood,  Bort.  •*  Boowkll 
To  whoBi  tho  waa  Barrlod  la  Joly  17S0. »  Caoaaa. 
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I  remember,  Henry  YIU.  wanted  them  to  do 
eamethmg ;  they  hesitsted  in  the  moraiiig,  but 
did  it  in  the  tnernoon.  He  told  them, '  It  ia 
well  jou  did ;  or  half  your  heads  should  have 
been  upon  Temple  Bar. '  *  But  the  ^ouse 
of  Commons  is  now  no  longer  under  the  power 
of  the  crown,  and  therefore  must  be  bribed.*' 
He  added,  *'Ihave  no  delight  in  talking  of 
public  affairs.** 

Of  his  fellow  collegian*,  the  celebrated  Mr. 
George  Whitefield,  he  said,  **  Whitefiehi  never 
drew  as  mii<^  attention  as  amouatebank  does: 
he  did  not  draw  attention  bj  doing  better  than 
others,  but  by  doing  what  was  strange.  Were 
Astley'  to  preaeh  a  eermoB  ataadioff  upon  his 
head  on  a  horse's  bade,  he  would  collect  a  mul- 
titude to  hear  him ;  but  no  wise  man  would 
say  he  had  made  a  better  sermon  for  that.  I 
neyer  treated  Whitefield*8  ministrr  with  con- 
tempt; I  belieye  he  did  good.  He  had  de- 
voted himself  to  the  lower  classes  of  mankind, 
and  among  them  he  was  of  use.  But  when 
familiarity  and  noiae  claim  the  praise  due  to 
knowledge,  art,  and  elegance,  we  must  beat 
down  audi  pretensions.**^ 

What  I  have  preferred  of  his  conveiition 
during  the  remamder  of  mr  stay  in  London  at 
this  tune  ia  only  what  foUows:— I  told  him 
that  when  I  objeoted  to  keeping  company  with 
a  notorious  infidd,  a  celebrated  friend^  of  ours 
said  to  me,  **  I  do  not  think  that  men  who  live 
laxly  in  the  world,  as  you  and  I  do,  can  with 
propriety  assume  such  an  authority :  Dr.  John- 
son may,  who  is  uniformly  exemplary  in  his 
conduct.  But  it  is  not  Tory  consistent  to  shun 
an  infidd  to-day,  and  get  drunk  to-morrow.** 
JoHvaoH.  "Nay,  Sir,  this  is  sad  reaaonin^. 
Because  a  man  cannot  be  ri?ht  in  all  things,  is 
he  to  be  right  in  nothing  r  Became  a  man 
sometimes  gets  drunk,  is  ne  therefore  to  sted  f 
This  doctrine  would  very  boob  bring  a  man  to 
the  gallows.** 

Juter  all,  however,  it  ia  a  difficult  question 
how  far  sincere  Christians  should  assoeiate  with 
the  avowed  enemies  of  rdigion;  for,  in  the  first 
place,  almost  every  man's  mind  majr  be  more 
or  less  "  corrupted  by  evil  communications ;  ** 
secondly,  the  world  may  very  natardly  ann- 
pose  tlisA  they  are  not  reahj  in  earnest  m 
religion,  who  can  easily  bear  its  opponents; 
and  tlibdly,  if  the  profime  find  taemsdves 


>  JohnioD*t  memory  wu  hera  gnfltr  of  aa  annrbnmlsm. 
Hm4»  w«r«,  M  Mr.  P.  CunnlnftealDtemtma,  Srst  plaeid 
oo  Temnk  Bar  inWHUim  IIl.*a  tJoM.  The  meedoU  told 
by  Collnit  hk  bis  faift^/t,  tit.  JftaMaeiMf',  on  Cbc  dtottbCfM 
aotboritjr  of  finslly  psMft,  Myt  only,  that  Haory  ibrMtvMd 
to  tako  or  die  hoad  of  tbo  Spaokar,  Sir  Bdward  Mootaga,  if 
the  monoy  bill,  then  obleelad  to  (I0t3),  did  not  paM.~ 
CaoKiB,  1847. 

*  George  Whltfleld.  or  WhtteSeM.  dM  not  enter  at  Pna- 
broke  College  before  November  ITSa  more  than  tvelTe 
montha  after  JohiMon's  name  wat  off  Che  books,  and  nearly 
three  yean  after  he  bad  ceased  to  be  resident  at  Oafind  ;  to 
that,  ttrictly  tpcnklnf,  thejr  were  not  feiiov  collegiana, 
tboofh  they  were  both  of  the  same  coUefe.  --  IML •Can- 


>  PhlHp  AiUey.  ■  eelebraiad  kof«».rider,  who  aiat  ex 
hibitfld  eouettrian  pantomlmea,  hi  whkh  hit  aon  (who 
vlved  hto  facher  bnt  a  ihorC  time)  rodo  whh  cteat  grara 
ability.    AsUoy  had  at  aoaa  tlMama  la  f^  London, 


quite  well  received  by  the  pious,  ooe  of  the 
onecks  upon  an  open  decUntaon  of  their  in- 
fiddity,  and  one  of  the  probahle  chsaoM  of 
obliging  them  serioudv  to  refleet,  which  tbor 
bang  shunned  would  do,  ia  removed. 

He,  I  know  not  why,  showed  i^qq  sU  oe» 
sions  an  aversion  to  go  to  Irelsiid,  where  I 
proposed  to  him  that  we  shodd  nske  •  ioul 
JoHvsoH.  *'It  is  the  last  pUoethaildboaid 
wish  to  Umvd.**  Boawnix.  **  Skooldjoaiot 
like  to  aee  Dublm,  Surf  Joenoa.  ''Ne»  ' 
Sir;  Dublin  is  only  a  worse  espUal"  Boi-  { 
wxLL.  ^  Is  not  the  Giant*a  Caumrsy  ««tb 
seeing?  **  Jobotov.  *^  Worth  sseiagf  ju\ 
but  not  worth  gdng  to  see." 

Tet  he  had  a  kindness  for  the  Iririi  ottioo: 
and  thus  geaeroody  expressed  ^^^ 
gentleman  from  that  country,  on  the  estjed 
of  an  union  whioh  artfiil  pditidaas  hais  sftn 
had  in  view:  **  Do  not  niake  an  amoaviihii. 
Sir.  We  should  unite  with  yon  only  to  rob 
you.  We  should  have  robbed  the  Sootci  t 
they  had  had  any  thing  of  whidi  we  couhl 
have  robbed  them.** 

Of  an  acoiiaintanoe  of  ours,  whose  otaKr* 
and  every  tning  about  him,  though  ez|Nnavf. 
were  coarse,  he  sdd,  ''Sir,  you  see  ia  lua 
vulgar  prosperity.** 

A  fi>raffn  minister  of  no  very  hli|^  toleoa. 
who  had  Deen  in  his  company  for  aeoaiki^T- 
able  time  quite  overiookcd,  hamaed  la^-^; 
to  mention  that  he  had  read  sotae  of  m 
''Eambkr''  in  Itdian,  and  admiied  it  mmk 
This  pIcMed  him  gready;  he  ohMrved  ihit 
the  title  had  been  translated  Jl  Qtmcenmii. 
though  I  have  been  told  it  waa  rendeied  bmr 
ludieroudy  77  FiVtt&and^  ;  and  findqg  thst  till 

minister  gave  such  a  prwjfiii  his  tssle,  be  w 
all  attention  to  him,  and  oo  the  fini  RWi^ 
which  he  made,  however  ain^rfe,  ezdaiB^ 
^  The  ambassador  says  well;  hb  Excdkro 

observes ;**  and  then  he  expended  i»- 

enriched  the  little  that  had  been  sud  ia  • 
strong  a  manner,  that  it  appeared  soavtl': 
of  consequence.  This  was  ezoeedingiy  esf*- 
tdning  to  the  companv  who  were  pnecBi,  ^ 
many  a  time  afterwarns  it  furnished  a 
topic  of  merriment.  ''  Tke 
vfeil**  became  a  langhable  term  of 
when  no  mighty  matter  had  been 


Dublin,  and  migrated  wifb  hti 
from  one  to  the  other.  Bothftthar. 
handaome,  the  eldrr^  tart* 

in  flm 

«  ~  Ob'I>hmI»  I  dined  vkh 
(14th)  wtth  PnoU.     ~ 

>Tho-( 
adrlee.aolar 
bleand  jnak 
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[JOHNSON  TO  MRa  ASTON. 

*•  Bott  Coort,  Oct.  S5. 1779. 

<'  DxAREfT  Madam, —  Mrs.  Gastrell  is  so  kind 
as  to  write  to  me,  and  yet  I  always  write  to  you ; 
but  I  consider  what  is  written  to  either  as  written 
to  both.  Public  affairs  do  not  seem  to  promise 
much  amendment,  and  the  nation  is  now  full  of 
distress.  What  will  be  the  erent  of  things  none 
can  tell.     We  may  still  hope  for  better  times. 

•*  My  health,  which  I  began  to  recover  when  I 
was  in  the  country,  continues  still  in  a  good  state : 
it  costs  me,  indeed,  some  physic,  and  something  of 
abstinence,  but  it  pays  the  cost.  I  wish,  dear 
Madam,  I  oould  hear  a  little  of  your  improve- 
ments. 

**  Here  is  no  news.  Hie  talk  of  the  invasion 
seems  to  be  over.  But  a  very  turbulent  sesnon  of 
parliament  is  expected ;  though  turbulence  is  not 
likely  to  do  any  good.  Hiose  are  happiest  who 
are  out  of  the  noise  and  tumult.  There  will  be 
no  great  violence  of  faction  at  Stowhill ;  and  that 
it  may  be  free  from  that  and  all  other  incon- 
venience and  disturbance  is  the  sincere  wish  of  all 
your  friends.  I  am,  dear  Madam,  your,  &&, 
—  Pemb.  MSS.  **  Sax.  Jobhsoii.''] 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

**  London,  Oct.  17. 1779. 

**  DxAa  See,  —  Why  should  you  importune  me 
so  earnestly  to  write  ?  Of  what  importance  can  it 
be  to  hear  of  distant  friends,  to  a  man  who  finds 
himself  welcome  wherever  he  goes,  and  makes  new 
friends  fiuter  than  he  can  want  them  ?  If  to  the 
delight  of  such  universal  kindness  of  reception  any 
thing  can  be  added  by  knowing  that  you  retain  my 
good-will,  you  may  indulge  youradf  in  the  fuU 
enjoyment  of  that  nnall  addition. 

**  I  am  glad  that  you  made  the  round  of  Lich- 
field with  so  much  success.  The  oftener  you  are 
seen,  the  more  you  will  be  liked.  It  was  pleasing 
to  me  to  read  that  Mrs.  Aston  was  so  well,  and  that 
Lucy  Porter  was  so  glad  to  see  you. 

*<  Jn  the  place  when  you  now  are,  there  is  maeh 
to  be  observed ;  and  you  will  easily  procure  your- 
self skillul  directors.  But  what  will  you  do  to 
keep  away  the  blaek  dog*  that  worries  you  at 
home  ?  If  you  would,  in  compliance  with  your 
Cither's  advice,  inquire  into  the  old  tenures  and  old 
charters  of  Scotland,  you  would  ecrtainly  open  to 
yourself  many  striking  scenes  of  the  manners  of 
the  middle  ages.  The  feudal  system,  in  a  country 
halC>barbaiotts,  is  naturally  productive  of  great 
anomalies  in  civil  life,  llie  knowledge  of  past 
times  is  naturally  growing  leas  in  all  eases  not  of 
public  reoord;  and  the  past  time  of  Scotland  b  so 
unlike  the  present,  that  it  ia  already  diflieult  for  a 
Scotchman  to  inaage  the  economy  of  his  grand- 
father. Do  not  be  tardy  nor  negligent ;  but  gather 
up  eagerly  what  can  yet  be  found.' 

*'  We  have,  I  think,  once  talked  of  another 
project,  a  history  of  the  late  insurrection  in  Scol> 
land,  with  all  its  incidents.  Many  falsehoods  are 
passing  into  uncontradicted  history.  Voltaire,  who 


I  Thif  wu  a  ramniar phrsM  at  Streathain  to  cxiireH  hTpo- 
choodrUcal  anxictiet  oi  mind.  It  U  frcqiMotlr  lued  In  the 
corr«(pondenc8  between  Johnson  and  Mrt.Thrale.—  CaoRis. 

*  1  have  a  valuable  collection  made  bf  roj  father,  which, 
with  lome  additioai  and  lUuatratJona  of  ny  own,  I  Intend  to 


loved  a  striking  story,  has  told  what  he  cooU  ml 
find  to  be  true.  i 

**  You  may  make  eoUections  for  cither  of  the» 
projects,  or  for  both,  as  opportunitiei  occur,  i^i 
digest  your  materials  at  leisure.  The  great  diiei-  I 
tion  which  Burton  has  left  to  men  disordervd  like  ' 
you  is  this.  Be  not  aoStary^  ht  wA  idU:  vhich  I 
would  thus  modify :  —  If  you  are  idW,  be  lOL 
solitary ;  if  you  are  solitary,  he  not  idle. 

**  Inhere  is  a  letter  for  you  from  your  humble 
servant,  Sam.  Soavso^."     i 

[JOHNSON  TO  MRa  ASTON. 

**BoUCoart,yeT.yim 

<*  DxAxxsr  Mauam,  -*  Having  had  the  plca»urc 
of  hearing  from  Mr.  Boewell  that  he  fbend  joi 
better  than  he  expected,  I  will  not  forbssr  lo  irJ 
you  how  much  I  was  delighted  with  tlw  new 
May  your  health  increase  and  incrrase  till  yon  m 
as  well  as  you  can  wish  yoursell^  or  1  cso  viCi 
you  I 

**  My  friends  tell  me  that  my  health  iiBpfa«« 
too.  It  is  certain  that  I  use  both  pbysc  ««: 
abstinence ;  and  my  endeavoun  have  besa  bloM 
with  more  success  than  at  my  age  I  eooid  ttmot^ 
ably  hope.  I  please  myself  with  the  thoagbt«  *i 
viuting  you  next  year  in  so  robust  a  stslc,  thtf  \ 
shall  not  be  afraid  of  the  hDl  between  Bf  rt.  G«i> 
treirs  bouse  and  yours,  nor  think  it  aeeeanrv  u 
rest  myself  between  Stowhill  and  Lucy  Psrtcr't. 

*'  Of  public  af&irs  I  can  give  you  no  wy  oaD> 
fortable  account  The  invasioo  has  vaaiibcd  ftr 
the  present,  aa  I  expected.  I  sever  bcfiftcd  tU 
any  invasion  was  intended. 

•*  But  whatever  we  have  escaped,  weksftipM 
nothing,  nor  are  likely  to  do  better  anslhsr  tfr 
We,  however,  who  have  no  port  of  ths  aiti«>* 
weliare  intrusted  to  our  man^g^nieat,  hate  wBf^H 
to  do  but  to  serve  God,  and  leave  the  ««rU  ^^ 
missively  in  his  hands. 

••  All  trade  is  dead,  and  plcasore  is  Mwceil^r 


Nothing  almost  is  purdiaaed  but  such  thisci  tf 


OWf 


the  buyer  cannot  do  without ;  so  that  s 
sluggishness  and  general  diacontcnt  are 
the  town.  All  the  trades  of  luxury  aod  skf*" 
are  nearly  at  a  stand.  What  the  pailia— iti  vfan 
it  meets,  will  do,  and  indeed  what  it  ought  to  6i. 
is  very  diflBeult  to  say. 

•*  Prmj  aet  Mrs.  GastrcU,  who  is  a  d«r  f«>^ 
lady,  to  write  to  me  from  time  to  tiase;  fcs  I  ^"^ 
grsat  delight  in  heariog  horn  you,  espeeiaUy  v^ 
I  hear  any  good  news  of  your  health  I  ^  ^^ 
Madam,  your  most  htm^de  sertaDt, 
^Fmb.  MSS.  •^Saii.l 


BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

-Cirtsli,Ko»TJT?» 

"Mr  DXAa   Sia,— That  I  abouM  imp*^' 
you  to  write  to  me  at  Chester  is  net  wsedrtfi 
when  you  consider  what  an  avidity  I  ks*c  *  ' 
delight ;  and  that  the  amor  of  pleasura.  hht  • 
amor    atcmaii,  increases  in    proporti»  «itk  '-' 
quantity  which  we  poesess  of  it.     Year  lc«t».  • 


^ I , 

not  ooly  from  njr  father,  boi  as 
nrather't  ilde,  tnm  the  able  and 
wboee  merit  bidt  deAanca  to  all 
to 


*•  i^ 
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fiill  of  polite  kindMn  and  masterly  eounsel,  cune 
&ke  a  Urge  treasure  upon  me»  while  already  glit- 
tering with  riches.  I  was  quite  endiaoted  at 
Chester,  so  that  I  eould  with  difficulty  quit  it 
But  the  encfaaotment  was  the  reverse  of  that  of 
Circ£ ;  for  so  far  was  there  from  heing  any  thing 
sensual  in  it,  that  I  was  ali  mimd.  I  do  not  mean 
all  reason  only ;  for  my  fiincy  was  kept  finely  in 
play.  And  why  not?  If  you  please,  I  will  send 
you  a  copy  or  an  abridgment  of  mT  Chester 
journal,  which  is  truly  a  log-book  of  felicity. 

**  The  Bishop  [Porteus]  treated  me  with  a  kind* 
ness  which  was  very  flattering.  I  told  him  that 
joa  regretted  you  had  seen  so  little  of  Chester. 
His  Lordship  bade  me  tell  you,  that  he  should  be 
gUd  to  show  you  more  of  it  I  am  proud  to  find 
the  friendship  with  which  you  honour  me  is  known 
ia  so  many  plaeea. 

•*  I  arrived  here  Ute  last  night  Our  friend  the 
Dc«n  [  Percy]  has  been  gone  from  hence  some 
months ;  but  I  am  told  at  my  inn,  that  he  is  very 
popmlomi  (popular).  However,  I  found  Mr.  Law, 
the  Aichdcaleon,  son  to  the  Bishop ',  and  with  him 
I  have  breakfiuted  and  dined  my  agreeably.  I 
got  ncqoainted  with  him  at  the  assises  here,  about 
a  year  and  a  half  ago.  He  is  a  man  of  great 
Tsrictyof  knowledge,  uncommon  genius,  and,  I 
beljrvc,  sineete  religion.  I  received  the  holy 
ascinment  in  the  cathedral  in  the  morning,  this 
heing  the  first  Sunday  in  the  month ;  and  was  at 
praycri  there  in  the  evening.  It  is  divinely  cheer- 
ing to  me  to  think  that  there  is  a  cathedral  so  near 
Aucfaialeck;  and  I  now  leave  Old  England  in 
ftoch  •  stnte  of  mind  as  I  am  thankful  to  God  for 


«  Tha  hhek  doff  that  worries  me  at   home  I 

bat  drsad ;  yet,  as  I  have  been  for  some 

jl  in  a  miliUry  train,  I  trust  I  shall  repmhe 

him.     To  bear  from  you  will  animate  me  like  the 

nd  of  a  trumpet;  I  therefore  hope,  that  soon 

BT  retom  to  the  northern  field,  I  shall  rceeive 

Ihmb  from  you. 

«*  Ctdflnt^  Stuart  did  me  the  honour  to  escort  me 
in  hm  caffriag*  to  show  roe  Liverpool,  and  from 
tbtncg  bock  again  to  Warrington,  where  we  parted.' 
In  jttotiee  to  my  valuable  wife,  1  must  inform  you 
^e  wrote  lo  me,  that  as  I  was  so  happy,  she  would 
,t  be  so  selfish  as  to  wiah  me  to  return  sooner  thsn 
absolutely  required  my  presence.  She 
my  clerk  write  to  me  a  post  or  two  after  to 

no  porposc,  by  commission  from  her ;  and 

tb«  doy  n  kind  letter  from  her  met  me  at  tlie  post. 
oSeo  bere,  acquainting  me  that  she  and  the  little 
ooca  vcrv  well,  and  expressing  all  their  wishes  for 
my  rotvm  home.  I  am,  more  and  more,  my  dear 
Sir,  joor  affectionate  and  obliged  humble  servant, 

**  James  Boswkll.** 


„  iMM,  CBSSter  of  8t.  Pstw^  Coltogs,  Cssi. 
oT  Ctfltol*.  In  which  iM  b«  died  In  1717.    !!• 
the  archdeaooo  (afterward*  Blahop  of 
or  the  Aril  Lord  EllcDboroafb.  — i 


"«  lit*  roghoont  waa  sfterwardi  ordered  to  Jamaica,  where 
-^  ATCowieMtied  tt,  Md  almost  lott  hti  life  by  the  climate. 
r  k*e  taapstlal  order  I  ihoald  think  a  auacieot  reftitatloo  of 
ta.«  kf  l»  r^ieiir  chat  **  there  wai  Mill  tomctblof  behind  the 

the  throne  Utelf/'  —  BoewBLL.    Ailf 

'•  uaaococe  could  have  prevented  hit  son'a  reel- 

to  JawUca !  —  but  I<ord  Bute'*  Ittflumce  with 

of  faction,  whkh  laMed   near 

t^^'»f  ;«>^  snar^MK  aMreTf  hU  pewrr.  bat —area  hit 


JOHNSON  TO  I30SWELL. 

**  London.  Nov.  19. 1779. 

**  DsAa  Sia,  —  Your  last  letter  was  not  only 
kind,  but  fond.  But  I  wish  you  to  get  rid  of  all 
intellectual  excesses,  and  neither  to  exalt  your 
pleasures,  nor  aggravate  your  vexations,  beyond 
their  real  and  natural  state.  Why  should  you  not 
be  as  happy  at  Edinburgh  as  at  Chester?  /» 
emlpa  est  aatiaet,  qui  §e  mom  effn^t  maqmamL*  Plesse 
yourself  with  your  wife  and  children,  and  studies, 
and  practice. 

■*  I  have  sent  a  petition*  from  Lucy  Porter,  with 
which  I  leave  it  to  your  discretion  whether  it  is 
proper  to  comply.  Return  me  her  letter,  which  I 
have  sent,  that  you  may  know  the  whole  case,  and 
not  be  seduced  to  any  thing  that  you  may  after- 
wards repent  Miss  Doxy  perhape  you  know  to 
be  Mr.  Garrick*s  niece. 

**  If  l>ean  Percy  can  be  popular  at  Carlisle,  lie 
may  be  very  happy.  He  has  in  his  di»posal  two 
livings,  each  equal  or  almost  equal  in  value  to  the 
deanery ;  he  may  take  one  himself,  and  give  the 
other  to  hb  son. 

**  How  near  is  the  cathedral  to  Auchinleck,  tlutt 
you  are  so  much  delighted  with  it?  It  is,  I  sup- 
]>ose,  at  least  an  hundred  and  fifty  miles  olT.  How- 
ever,  if  you  are  pleased,  it  Is  so  ikr  well.  Let  me 
know  what  reception  you  have  from  your  father, 
and  the  state  of  his  health.  Please  him  as  much 
as  you  can,  and  add  no  pain  to  his  last  years. 

**  Of  our  friends  here  I  can  recollect  nothing  to 
tell  you.  I  have  neither  seen  nor  heard  of 
Langton.  Beauclerk  is  just  returned  from  Bright* 
helmstone^  I  am  told,  much  better.  Mr.  Thrale 
and  his  family  are  still  there ;  and  his  health  is 
said  to  be  visibly  improved.  He  has  not  bathed, 
but  hunted.  At  Bolt  Court  there  is  much  ma- 
lignity, but  of  late  little  open  hostility.  I  have 
haii  a  cold,  but  it  is  gone.  Bfake  my  compliments 
to  Mrs.  Boswell,  &c.  I  am,  &&,    Sam.  Jonnaoir.'* 

On  November  22.  and  December  21.  I  wrote 
to  him  from  £dinbui|[b,  givinj^  a  verjr  faTour- 
able  report  of  the  family  of  Mua  poxY*8  lover ; 
— that  ofler  a  good  deal  of  inquinr  1  had  dis- 
covered the  sister  of  Mr.  Francis  Stewart,  one 
of  his  amanuenses  when  writins  hisDicUonary ; 
—that  I  hadf  as  desired  by  him,  paid  her  a 
guinea  for  an  old  pocket-book  of  her  brother's, 
which  he  had  retained; — and  that  the  good 
woman,  who  was  in  Terr  moderate  circum- 
stances, but  contented  and  placid,  wondered  at 
his  scrupulous  and  liberal  honestr,  and  receiTcd 
Uie  cuinea  as  if  sent  her  by  rroridcDce^; — 
that  I  had  repeatedly  begmd  of  him  to  keep 
his  promise  to  send  me  hisletter  to  Lord  Ches- 


_  The  salad 

■e'er  lasvea  Itaelf  beMad. 

Hot.  Bp.  L  14. 13.— C 


btoultytbat 


4  Reqtieettnf  m»  to  toqalre  eeaeenilnff  the  raallv  oTs 
geBtleown  who  was  theo  pof^f  ^**  »Mtnm»  lo  MIm  Doxy. 
->Boswux. 

»  ThU  affiiir  of  Fraodt  Stewsft  and  the  pocket-book. 

vhlcb  Boewrll  quite  mUlook.  was,  I  believe,  mrtterioiuly 
connected  with  WNBe  laaportant  detail  of  JohoMo't  former 
hifttorr.  See  JohiiMHi*i  letter  of  the  tTth  Feb.  17S4 ;  and  the 
General  Appendix,  where  I  hareoellected  all  ihetDforoutlon 
I  caa  Sod  oo  the  Mih)«ct »  Csoasa,  1SI7. 
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terfield ;  and  thai  tbn  memmiiOt  like  Delenda 
eat  CarthofOy  must  be  in  every  letter  that  I 
sbonld  write  to  him,  till  I  haa  obtained  my 
objeot 

[JOHNSON  TO  MR&  THRALE. 

{Extract.) 

**  London,  Oct ».  1779. 
<*  On  Saturday  I  walked  to  Dover  Street  [Miis 
Reynolds's]  and  back.  Yesterday  I  dined  with  Sir 
Joidiua.  lliere  was  Mr.  £Hot '  of  Cornwall,  who 
inquired  after  my  master.  At  night  I  was  bespoken 
by  Lady  Lucan ;  but  she  was  uken  ill,  and  the 
assembly  was  put  off  I  am  to  dine  with  Renny  to- 
morrow. Some  old  gentlewomen  at  the  next  door 
are  in  very  great  distress.  Their  little  annuity  comes 
from  Jamiuea,  and  is  therefore  uncertain ;  and  one 
of  them  has  had  a  (all,  and  both  are  very  helpless ; 
and  the  poor  have  you  to  help  them.  Persuade 
my  master  to  let  me  give  them  something  for  him. 
It  will  be  bestowed  upon  real  want."] 
—  LHten, 


CHAPTER  LXX. 


17S0. 

**  Xiecf  tf  <Ae  I^dtM"  snep  on.  —  Dr. 

^  Lo9B  of  a  Wijk.  ->  Dtaik  of  Beaudetk,  — 
lAtUr^wnHng,  ^  Mr.  MdmoA.  —  Fitmaborm^s 
lAtttrg.  —  Samonot-HomM  MxkSbUiom.  ~  BioU  m 
/«flmiiwi.«-.X.ewf  Geor0§  Gordon.  —  iW.  jlicrvnon. 
— -  Corrupomdoaoa.  -—  Dr.  BeaUk.  —  JDevMs's 
**Life  of  Gwmtk.**^Adokttoa  yammg  Ck^f- 
wun.  —  Coeyosirton  of  Sermono.  -^  Bonmfk 
Ekeiiom.  ^  Lad^  SomtkmelL  ^Mr.  AkaamUr 
Macboan,  —  Lord  ThmrUm.  —  Lam/gtonCa  CoOoC" 
taneo.  —  Dr.  IhtmJdm's  *■  Dnumax.** 

In  1780y  the  world  waa  kept  in  impatience  far 
the  oomj^elioii  of  hia  **  Livea  of  the  Poets,** 
upon  which  he  was  employed  bo  far  as  hb  in- 
dolence allowed  him  to  labour. 

I  wrote  to  him  on  January  1.  and  March  13., 
sending  him  mj  notes  of  Lord  Marchmont's 
information  concerning  Pope; — complaining 
that  I  had  not  heard  mm  him  for  almost  four 
months,  though  he  was  two  letters  in  m  j  debt ; 
that  I  had  suffered  Sffain  from  melanchol j ;  — 
hoping  that  he  had  oeen  in  so  mudi  better 
conmanr  (the  Poets),  that  he  had  not  time  to 
think  or  his  distant  friends ;  for  if  that  were 
the  case,  I  should  hare  some  xecompence  for 
mj  uneasineu; — that  the  state  of  my  affairs 
did  not  adoui  of  mj  coouiw  to  London  this 
jear;  and  begging  he  would  return  me  Gold- 
mith*s  two  poems,  with  his  lines  marked. 

His  friend  Dr.  Lawrence  haying  now  suf- 
fered the  greatest  affliction  to  which  a  man  is 
liable,  and  which  Johnaon  himself  had  felt  in 


»  FIrrt  Lord  Eliot.    See  pott,  tub  SOth  Ksreb.  IISI.— 
CaoKsa. 

>  SMUa«<tf.  p.  U..C. 


the  most  serere  manner,  Jokmon  wrote  to 
him  in  ao  admirable  strain  of  sympathy  and 
pious  consolation. 

JOHNSON  TO  LAWRENCE. 

**  Dbar  Sia,  —  At  a  time  when  all  your  Uun^ 
ought  to  show  their  kinducas,  and  with  a  ohanctcr 
which  ought  to  make  all  that  know  yuu  wur 
friends,  you  may  wonder  that  you  have  yet  h^ui 
nothing  from  me.  I  have  been  hindered  bi  i 
▼eaatious  and  incessant  cough,  for  which  vithr 
these  tea  days  I  have  be^n  bled  ooec^  fsstcd  um 
or  five  timesi  uken  physic  fiye  times*  and  opuMk 
I  think,  sis.    Tliis  day  it  seema  to  lemit. 

**  The  losfi,  dear  Sir,  which  you  hsvc  btcj 
suffered,  1  felt  many  years  ago,  and  know  tbcie<0Tc 
bow  much  has  been  taken  from  you,  and  bov  buic 
laelp  can  be  had  from  consulaiion.  He  thai  outlivsi 
a  wife  whom  he  has  long  loved,  sees  himself  di»> 
joined  from  the  only  mind  that  has  the  same  hefta, 
and  fears  and  interest ;  from  the  only  oonpsotds 
with  whom  he  has  shared  much  good  or  evil ;  «ai 
with  whom  be  eould  set  bia  mind  at  Ubot).  to 
retrace  the  post  or  anticipate  the  future.  The  oos- 
tinuity  of  being  is  lacerated ;  the  settled  eoom  d 
sentiment  and  action  is  stopped ;  and  lifr  staodi 
soqMnded  and  motionless,  till  it  is  ditvcn  hi  ex- 
ternal causes  into  a  new  channeL  But  the  limc  of 
suspense  is  dreadfuL 

**  Our  first  recourse  in  this  itiiliessad  soUtatt 
is,  perhaps  for  want  of  habitual  piety,  to  s  |Vu>o< 
acquiescence  in  necessity.  Of  two  ouvtal  biicfs 
one  must  lose  the  other.  But  surdy  ihcR  s 
a  higher  and  better  comfort  to  be  drawn  fiOB  tfte 
eonsidciatioa  of  that  Proyidance  which  waai» 
over  all,  and  a  belief  that  the  liying  and  the  6M 
are  equally  in  the  hands  of  God»  who  wiU  moot 
those  whom  he  has  separated,  or  who  eess  thsi  as 
best  not  to  reunitOk    I  aai»  dear  Sir,  Ac, 

••SaH 


JOHNSON  TO  BOSWBLL. 


«  DsAa  Sia,~  Well,  I  had  nsolved 
the  Chesterfield  letter*,  bot   I  wall 
•gnn  without  tL  Never  impooe 
To  require  two  things  is  the  way  to 
both  undone. 

'*  For  the  difficulties 
aflBsirs,   I  am  sorry;  bot  diScsdty 
general ;  it  ia  not  theiefiwe  ~      _ 
b  less  hope  of  help.     I  prdeBd^not 
advice,  not  knowing  the  state  of  pmt 
general    eomaels   about 
would  do  you  little  good, 
the  right  not  to  iocrceae 
ajoomcy  hither;  and  I 
home  you  will  pleaae  your 

**  Poor  deer  Beaaelerk  — >  ms. 
His  wit  and  his  fidly,  his 
ness,  his  BBerriment  and 
Such  another  will  not  oftca  bo 
kind.*    He  diiaelsd  hhnatlf  So  be 


*  In  the  fprlas  of 
MCktylott  one  of  Us 
Mr.  Bcsuderk. 


AffSinv 
tested 


kt 
give 


Yott  af% 


ilMSlv 
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^ 
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lidc  of  bit  iBotber ;  an  iostaiiM  of  tendcnias 
wbtcb  J  bvdly  expected.  He  bet  left  his  chiidren 
to  the  «ue  of  Lady  Di»  and  if  ahe  dks,  of  Mr. 
Langton,  aad  of  Mr.  Leicester  his  rektioo,  and  a 
man  of  good  efaarseter.  His  libiary  has  been 
offered  to  nle  to  the  RoMian  ambassador.' 

**  Dr.  Perey,  notwithstanding  all  the  noise  of  the 
aevtpspen^  has  had  no  litenry  loss.*  Clothet 
sod  moveables  were  bnmt  to  the  value  of  about 
see  hundred  pounds ;  but  h'ls  papers,  and  I  think 
bit  hooks,  were  all  preserved. 

**  Poor  Mr.  Thrale  has  been  in  extreme  danger 
from  sn  spoplectiesl  disorder,  and  recovered,  beyond 
tlie  eipectstion  of  his  physicians:  he  is  now  at 
Bath,  that  his  mind  may  be  quiet,  snd  Mrs.  Thrale 
■nd  Miss  ars  with  him. 

"  Having  told  you  what  has  happened  to  your 
friends,  let  me  aay  something  to  you  of  yourself. 
You  are  always  eomplsining  of  mdancholy,  and  1 
conclude  from  tfaoee  complaints  that  you  are  fond 
of  it  No  man  talks  of  that  which  he  is  desirous 
to  cooccal,  and  every  man  desires  to  conceal  that 
of  irbich  be  is  ashamed.  Do  not  pretend  to  deny 
it;  maui/utmm  kabemmg  fimm.  Make  it  an  in- 
Ttfisbls  and  obligatory  law  to  yourself,  never  to 
nentioo  your  own  mental  diseases.  If  you  are 
sever  to  speak  of  them,  you  will  think  on  them 
but  litUe;  and  if  you  think  little  of  them,  they 
will  molest  you  rarely.  When  you  talk  of  them, 
it  w  plain  that  you  want  either  praise  or  pity :  for 
praise  there  is  no  room,  and  pity  will  do  you  no 
Kood;  tbsrafore,  from  thb  hour  speak  no  more, 
think  00  more,  about  them. 

"  Your  transaction  with  Mrs.  Stewart  *  gave  me 
iresc  aitislaction.  I  am  much  obliged  to  you  fi>r 
jour  atteotion.  Do  not  lose  sight  of  her.  Your 
esuoteosnee  may  be  of  great  credit,  and  of  con- 
■quenee  of  great  advantage  to  her.  The  memory 
of  her  brother  b  yet  fresh  in  my  mind  ;  be  was  an 
iBfpnuou^  and  worthy  man.  Please  to  nake  my 
ttxnplimenis  to  your  lady  and  to  the  young  ladies. 
I  ibould  like  to  see  them,  pretty  loves  !  I  am, 
<lcsr  Sir,  yours  alTeetioQately,     8ait.  Johmsow.'* 

Mla|,ar«  trsMlcat  t  and  of  Um  soelal  taleBts  oTBcaucIerk,  ai 
«<th«  dramatte  powsra  of  Oarrlsk.  Mctle  eaa  reaulo  tm  the 

rial  isNliMwif  of  esmanporarlss  to  tksir  ssesMsnce. 
Haitfv.  in  his  L^  qf  Lord  CkoHetmomt,  sajs  of  Beau- 
clHi:  **  His  eoovarsatlMi  eouM  aearesljr  bs  oMalk^L  He 
>""■■<■<  an  emquMte  taste,  various  aecaompHiBwsats,  aad 
<^aMl  f&rttci  |ood  breodlof.  Ha  was  ocraotrle^  often 
ivrvloos  —  cotartahtf Off  a  eootnept  for  th#  gmeralltj  of  Um 
•wtl  ehkfe  tba  poUtaasss  of  hb  sasaaors  could  not  alwsyi 
^••1 1  Sal  IP  ilMse  wbeas  ho  Ukod,  bmsI  gonoroos  aad 
■'^ndly.  Devofdatoaaieoieitt  to  plsasufe,  aad  at  another 
^  ' Vntara,  lowitlaios  Shsoitiod  in  play,  sad  iomeriwi  la 
■^  'itTTM.  ■Uonoihrr,  BOS  nf  tht  ainit  armrairHthtil.  mi 
*^  In  fsed  hinseur.  and  sorrouodod  by  those  who  Kulted 
Ml  tantf,  one  of  lh«  SMSt  agreoahlo  hmo  that  ooald  poaalblv 

'  f«,  vol.  L  p.944.    Mr.  Hardj  has  ateo  proservod 

''s  lotlers,  from  one  of  whieh  I  extnot 
on  Johnson  snd  his  sodstjr. 


■*«y  of 


"  AdslphI,  Mh  Nov.  tTTSw 

Ooldnalih  Che  other  day  pot  a  paracnmh  Into  the  news- 
»r«  tn  pralw  of  Lord  M^or  Tovnsbsnd.  The  sasso  night 
ikMMioS  to  sit  oast  to  Lord  Sbdbunio.  at  Drarv-laao ; 
I  SMHloofd  (h«  drcumstanoo  of  the  paragraph  lo  him,  and 
^  ui4  to  OoldsnHth  that  bo  hoped  he  had  roentloood  no. 
(Mac  abOMC  Mali^rrlda  In  It.  '  Do  you  know/  answorod 
*'mSnuUi  *  ihAt  1  arver  eould  conceive  the  roason  why  thoy 
^  jm  lfaLigrlda,/iir  Malagrlda  was  a  very  good  sort  of 
y*'  Toe  as*  pulnly  what  he  meant  to  lay.  hot  that 
Wty  uva  of  espresilaB  It  peculiar  to  blmsalf.  Mr.  Wal- 
><*tefi  that  thU  itorv  Is  a  picture  of  Goldsmith's  whole 
ofc,  MS  Marsh,  ifgl.] 

'  ^'woisa  has  been  ooofloed  for  some  woeki  tn  the  Isle  of 
^f .  oe  bear  that  he  was  oUlgad  to  swim  ovsr  to  the  mala 


[JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  THRALE. 

**  London,  Apitt  9.  lYiO. 
**  I  have  not  cfuite  neglected  my  Ltees.  Addison 
is  a  long  one,  but  it  is  done.  Prior  is  not  short, 
snd  that  is  done  too.  I  am  upon  Rowe,  wbich 
cannot  fill  much  paper.  Seward  (Ifr.  William) 
called  on  me  one  day  and  read  Spenee.*  I  dtaad 
yesterday  at  Mr.  Jodrell*ft  in  a  graat  deal  of  com- 
pany. On  Sunday  I  dine  with  Dr.  Lawrenee,  aad 
at  night  go  to  MrsL  V«iey.  I  have  had  a  littln 
cold,  or  two,  or  three  ;  but  I  did  not  mudi  mind 
diem,  for  they  were  not  very  bad.* 
—  Lettert. 

JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  PORTER. 

**  Londoo.  April  8. 17». 

**  DcAs  Maoam,— >  I  am  indeed  but  a  sluggish 
correspondent,  and  know  not  whether  I  shall  much 
mend :  however,  I  will  try.  I  am  glad  that  your 
oysters  proved  good,  for  I  would  have  every  thing 
good  that  belongs  to  you ;  and  would  have  your 
health  good,  that  you  may  enjoy  the  rest.  My 
health  is  bettvr  than  it  has  been  for  some  years 
past ;  and,  if  I  see  Lichfield  again,  I  hope  to  walk 
about  it. 

**  Your  brother's  request  I  have  not  fiifp>tten. 
I  have  bought  as  many  volumes  as  contain  about 
an  hundred  and  fifty  sermons,  which  I  will  put  in 
a  boK,  and  get  Mr.  Mathias  to  send  him.  I  shall 
add  a  letter. 

**  We  have  been  lately  much  alarmed  at  Mr. 
Thrale*s.  He  has  had  a  strike,  like  that  of  an 
apoplexy ;  but  he  has  at  last  got  so  well  as  to  be 
at  Bath,  out  of  the  way  of  trouble  and  botineas, 
and  is  likely  to  be  in  a  short  time  quite  well.  I 
hope  alt  the  Lichfield  ladies  are  quite  well,  and 
that  every  thing  is  proq;»«rous  among  them. 

*<  A  few  weeks  ago  I  sent  you  a  little  stufiT 
gown,  such  as  is  all  the  &shion  at  thb  time. 
Yours  b  the  asme  with  Mrs.  Thrale*s,  and  Mis 
bought  it  fiir  us.  These  stufi  are  very  chc^p,  and 
are  thought  very  pretty. 


hmd.tsMnr  hold  ofa  oow's  tsa.    ■ethmasMmsf 
Dl  has  promised  to  maha  a  drawinf  of  it. 

**  Our  poor  club  Is  In  a  miserable  state  of  decay  i  miett  yen 
come  and  relieve  it,  it  will  eertslaly  eaplra  WaaM  yea 
tmsglae  chat  Sir  Joshoa  ReyaoMs  Is  ostrimelf  misloas  la  ho 
a  asomher  at  Alaaack's  ?  [p  aoi.lToo  see  what  noble  amU* 
tioo  will  oMhe  a  man  attampt.  That  den  Is  not  yoT  opeaetf. 
There  is  nothlaa  new  at  prosont  la  the  Utoraiy  world.  Mr. 
JoBM  (Sir  WUIlaml.  of  oar  dab.  is  gdM  to  pobUsh  aa 
accoont,  in  Latin,  of  the  Basism  poetry,  wMi  ostraets  trans- 
lated verbatim  la  verw.    I  fancy  It  will  be  a  very  prstty 


I 
We 


GoMnaith  hm  written  a  praleans  fbr  Mn. 
she  spoke  this  evening  before  the  Opera.  It  is  veiv  goo 
hope  yoo  have  Sxed  yoor  ttae  for  rataralnf  to  Bagmad. 
cannot  do  without  you.  Ifyoadoaoteoaiehers^  iwlB  hrlae 
all  the  Club  over  to  Ireland,  to  Mve  with  yoo^aad  that  wQ 
drive  ynu  here  In  yeur  own  dsiince.  Johnson  shall  spoil 
year  hooks.  Goldsmith  poll  yoor  lowers,  and  Boswsfl  soft 
to  you:  steTitheo,  Iffoocaa.    Adloe,  siy  dear  lord.  Ac. 

T.  Baaecasaa  * 

Lady  DTs  pencil  was  mocfa  celcbratad,  mid  Horace  Wsl- 
poloballt  a  room  ffsr  the  reesatloo  ofsossoorherdrewfagSL 
which  ho  called  the  Besiidsrt  dosstt  hat  I  base  never 
seen  any  of  her  ladyship's  works  which  isemed  to  me  to 
merit,  ss  works  of  art,  Mich  high  r^utaHon.  —  Oaoaaa. 

1  His  library  was  sold  by  puMe  soetlon  to  AprU  aad  Ibr, 
ITtl ,  for  a,0]  U.  —  Msbons. 

•  By  a  Bre  hi  H orthomberlsnd  Roose,  where  be  hsd  aa 
apartment.  In  which  I  have  passed  assay  an 


s  See  fli^.  p. Ml.  n.  6..  and  the  Appendix. ->C. 

*  Spence's  very  amuslBg  Anocdom.  which  had 
Johnson  in  manuscript  i  UM^wero  not  prialod  d 
~  ltMl-.CaoKaa. 
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terfield ;  and  tbat  this  memento^  like  Delenda 
est  CarthagOy  must  be  in  CTenr  letter  that  I 
sfaoold  wnte  to  him,  till  I  had  obtained  my 
object 

[JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  THRALE. 

{Extract.) 

**  London,  Oct  25. 1779. 
<*  On  Saturday  I  walked  to  Dover  Street  [Miss 
Reynolds's]  and  back.  Yesterday  I  dined  with  Sir 
Jaihua.  There  was  Mr.  £Uot '  of  Cornwall,  who 
inquired  after  my  master.  At  night  I  was  bespoken 
by  Lady  Lucan ;  but  she  was  taken  ill,  and  the 
assembly  was  put  off.  I  am  to  dine  with  Renny  to- 
morrow. Some  old  gentlewomen  at  the  neit  door 
are  in  very  great  distress.  Their  little  annuity  comes 
Irom  Jamaica,  and  is  therefore  uncertain ;  and  one 
of  them  has  had  a  fall,  and  both  are  very  helpless ; 
and  the  poor  have  you  to  help  them.  Persuade 
my  master  to  let  me  give  them  something  for  him. 
It  will  be  bestowed  upon  real  want"] 
—  iMttn, 


CHAPTER  LXX. 


1780. 

•<  XttMt  cf  Ms  Potts*  ertep  on Dr. 

—  Lou  of  a  Wif€,  —  Death  of  Beau^erk.  ^ 
Lotttr-'Writing,  -~  Mr,  Meimatk,  —  Fiixoohonie*s 
Xxtitri,  —  Samerwt'HouBt  MxhUrition.  —  Miots  m 
Lomdau — Lord  Goorgo  Gordon. — Mr,  J^emum, 
— •  CorretpondemoM.  -^  Dr,  Beattie.  —  i>avuf '« 
"Xi/'e  of  Garrick.**  ^  Adok€  to  a  yammg  Ckrgy- 
man.  —  CcmpooiHon  of  Semuma,  •—  Borough 
Bketkm.  —  Ladg  SotdhweU,  '^Mr.  AUmander 
Macbtan,  —  Lord  J%urlow.  —  Lamgtoii*M  Cbflie- 
tamea,  —  Dr.  Dranhlm't  **  Demamax,^ 

Ih  1780,  ^e  world  was  kept  in  impatience  for 
the  comj^leiion  of  his  **  Lives  of  the  Poets,** 
upon  which  he  was  employed  so  far  as  his  in- 
dolence allowed  him  to  labour. 

I  wrote  to  him  on  January  1.  and  March  13., 
sending  him  my  notes  of  Lord  Marchmont*s 
information  concerning  Pope;  —  complaining 
tiiat  I  had  not  heard  from  him  for  almost  four 
months,  though  he  was  two  letters  in  m  j  debt ; 
that  I  had  suffisred  agun  from  melancholy; — 
hoping  that  he  had  been  in  so  much  better 
company  Qthe  Poets),  that  he  had  not  time  to 
thiuK  01  his  distant  friends ;  for  if  that  were 
the  case,  I  should  have  some  recompenoe  for 
mj  uneasiness;  —  that  the  state  of  my  affairs 
did  not  admit  of  mj  coming  to  London  this 
year;  and  begging  he  would  return  me  Gold- 
gmith*s  two  poems,  with  his  lines  marked. 

His  firiend  Dr.  Lawrence  baying  now  suf- 
fered the  greatest  affliction  to  which  a  man  is 
liable,  and  which  Johnson  himself  had  felt  in 


>  Fint  Lord  Eliot.    See  jmt,  lub  80th  Blarch,  1781.— 
CaoKsa. 

>  See  It  tnUe,  p.  65.  —  C. 


the  most  severe  manno',  Johnson  wrote  to  ' 
him  in  an  admirable  strain  of  sympathy  and 
pious  consolation. 

JOHNSON  TO  LAWRENCE. 

*'  Jas. ».  ITM. 

**  Bbab.  Sia,  —  At  a  time  when  sll  your  friends 
ought  to  show  their  kindness,  and  with  a  character 
which  ought  to  make  all  that  know  you  your 
friends,  you  may  wonder  that  you  have  yet  heard 
nothing  from  me.  1  have  been  hindcTed  by  a 
veiatious  and  incessant  cough,  for  which  viihio 
these  tea  days  I  have  bevn  bled  onoe^  (ssted  four  ' 
or  five  times,  taken  physic  fiye  times,  and  opiaUi^ 
I  think,  six.    Tliis  day  it  seems  U>  remit 

« The   lose,   dear   Sir,  which  you  have  latd; 
suffered,  I  felt  many  years  ago,  and  know  tbenfore  I 
Ih>w  much  has  been  taken  from  yoiz.  and  hov  liulc 
help  can  be  had  from  consuUuon.  He  that  oodiwi  i 
a  wife  whom  he  has  long  loved*  sees  hinsclf  dii*  ' 
joined  from  the  only  mind  that  has  the  same  hape^ 
and  fears  and  interest ;  from  the  only  oonpsnios 
with  whom  he  has  shared  much  good  or  evil ;  aod 
with  whom  he  could  set  his  mind  at  liberty,  to 
retrace  the  past  or  anticipate  the  future.    The  coa* 
tinuity  of  being  is  lacerated ;  the  settled  eoune  d. 
sentiment  and  actiou  is  stopped ;  and  Ufr  lUedt 
suspended  and  motiooleas,  till   it  is  driven  b;  ei- 
temal  causes  into  a  new  channel.     But  the  time  of 
suspense  is  dreadful. 

**  Our  first  recourse  in  this  distvessed  solitode 
is,  perhaps  for  want  of  habitual  piety,  to  s  gloocDT 
acquiescence  in  necessity.     Of  two  mortal  bctngi, 
one  must  lose   the  other.     But  surely  tboe  ii 
a  higher  and  better  comfort  to  be  drawn  fiom  the  , 
consideration  of  that  Providemse  which  vsteha  > 
over  all,  and  a  belief  that  the  living  and  the  dead  ' 
are  equally  in  the  handa  of  God,  who  will  leaaiie 
those  whom  he  haaaepanted,  or  who  sees  Ihst  it  k  \ 
best  not  to  reunite.    I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c» 

*•  San.  Joaasox.'* 


JOHNSON  TO  BOSWSLL. 

-  April  B.l7tt> 
«  DcAa  Sia,—  Well,  I  bad  reK>lved  to  seod  joe 
the  ChCKterfield  letter",  but  I  wiU  write  ooee 
again  without  it.  Never  impose  taska  upon  monali* 
To  require  two  things  is  the  way  to  have  tbcsi 
both  undone. 

"  For  the  difficulties  which  yon  meotkw  is  yooi 
affiurs,  I  am  sorry;  but  difficulty  is  nov  voy 
general ;  it  is  not  therefiore  less  grievolK^  for  that 
is  less  hope  of  help.  I  pretend  not  to  ffn  voe 
advice,  not  knowing  the  state  of  your  afiiin ;  u^ 
genersl  counsels  about  prudence  and  hupbtf 
would  do  you  little  good.  You  arc^  bowevtf,  u 
the  right  not  to  inereaae  your  own  pcrpktity  by 
a  journey  hither ;  and  I  hope  tkat  bj  stsyisi  ^ 
home  you  will  please  your  fiuber. 

**  Poor  dear  Beaaclerk  —  use,  atf  srfv. 
His  wit  and  his  folly,  bis  acuteoeas  and 
ness,  his  merriment  and  resaoningi  aic 
Such  another  vriU  not  often  ha  found  amoaf  >an- 
kind.'    He  direeted  himself  to  be  bariid  by  iht 


>  In  the  aprlBff  of  Ihit  rear  (11*  Mardi)  Dr.  ---- 
McW  iMt  oa«  ot  Its  brighlaot  onnMola  If  *•  «^^ 


Mr.  Beauderk.    The 
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nde  of  his  mother ;  an  ioftUoec  of   tende 
which  I  hwdl  J  expected.     He  has  left  his  children 
to  tbt  osre  of  Ledy  Di»  and  if  aha  dioa,  of  Mr. 
Lsngtoo,  and  oi  Mr.  Leioestar  his  relatioa,  and  a 
nun  of  good  diaraoter.     His  libiary  has   been 
•tfertd  to  ttle  to  the  RnsBian  ambassador.' 
I       **  Dr.  Perejr,  aotirithstaBdiag  all  the  noise  of  the 
I   osvipspefSi  has  had   no  litaiary  loss.*      Clothes 
sad  moveables  were  burnt  to  the  value  of  about 
oae  hundred  pounds ;  but  his  papers,  and  I  think 
bii  hooks,  were  all  preserved. 
"  Poor  Mr.  Thrale  has  been  in  extreme  danger 
I   from  an  apopleeticsl  disorder,  and  recovered,  beyond 
,  the  eipeetation  of  his  physicians:  he  is  now  at 
fisch,  that  his  mind  may  be  quiet,  and  Mrs.  'JThrale 
sod  Miss  are  with  him. 
j       **  Having  told  jou  what  has  happened  to  your 
friends,  let  me  say  something  to  you  of  yourself. 
You  sre  always  eoroplaining  of  mdancholy,  and  I 
couclude  from  tboee  complaints  that  you  are  fond 
o(  it.     No  man  talks  of  that  which  he  is  desirous 
Co  conceal,  nod  every  man  desires  to  conceal  that 
I  of  vhich  he  ia  ashamed.     Do  not  pretend  to  deny 
it;  mamfistmm  kahemmt  Jkrmu      Make  it  an   in- 
,   vsriable  and  obligatory  law  to  yourself,  never  to 
oicntion  your  own  mmtal  diKcaaea.     If  you  arc 
never  to  speak  of  them,  you  will  think  on  them 
but  little;  nod  if  you  think  little  of  them,  they 
vill  molest  you  rarely.     When  you  talk  of  them, 
U  i«  plain  that  you  want  either  praise  or  pity  :  for 
praise  there  ia  sio  room,  and  pity  will   do  you  no 
ipood;  tbarefofc  from  this  hour  ^eak  no  more, 
think  no  more,  about  them. 

**  Your  trananction  with  Mrs;  Stewart  *  gave  me 
great  satiefiMtioa.  I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for 
your  aUcoUoo.  Do  not  lose  sight  of  her.  Your 
osuoiaoMiec  n^y  be  of  great  credit,  and  of  con* 
srquenee  of  ^rcnt  sdvant^ge  to  her.  The  memory 
of  her  bitHber  is  yet  fr^h  in  my  mind  ;  be  was  an 
ingenious  and  vrorthy  man.  Please  to  make  my 
complimenta  to  your  lady  and  to  the  young  ladies. 
I  should  Uk«  to  see  tbero,  pretty  loves  1  I  am, 
dear  Sir,  yours  affeetioaataly,     San.  Joavaov.'* 


tnm*lent  \  and  of  the  toclsl  tslcDta  ofBcsucletk,  u 
«f  t^'ArMnaCle  powere  of  OarrlA,  little  eaa  lesislii  bet  the 
mmmwk  ceattasoay  of  f«aisw|infsrlsg  le  tbelr  eaesllsncs. 
Mt  Hard*.  In  bis  Ufif  9f  Lord  CkmHnmmi,  says  of  Beau- 
d«rk :  "*  tfffa  eenveriatloa  could  teoreelr  bs  onalWd.  Ho 
pOMMMd  an  em/^ablts  issto,  vartoes  sccempltMiawats,  sod 
tkm  oMtt  pel  fact  good  brrodtof.  Uo  waa  oeroatrie.— oftm 
^<>^ruloas .—  encortalfitat  •  coatrmpt  far  th^  gonorallty  of  tito 
voHd,  vMcli  tiM  pBlltoaoM  of  his  maaasri  oould  not  uliufs 
«aor«U  {  b«i  so  those  wbsai  ho  Ukod,  aiott  gooorooa  and 
Ut*u4lf,  Devpsoi 
>•    urmCar«.  sowioCli 


t  oao  laoasont  to  ploa8ai«,snd  at  aaothsr 
HMS  shsofbsd  la  play,  aad  lowriaioe  ia 
•Iter,  oao  of  tho  Boat  aooosapUahod,  4ad. 


aMd  tttrrouodad  by  ihoao  who  toltod 
t  afrfoabU  aian  that  ooald  poadblv 
W  vol.  I.  p.M4.    ICr.  Hardy  has  alio  proaorvod 
■ A— fc't  lottors,  from  oao  of  whteb  I  i 


In 
si»  Uncy, 


«  AdriphI,  flBdi  Nov.  Vm. 

-  n  ililomMli  Cho  other  day  pot  a  parafrub  Into  tho  dovs- 

n  pralov  of  Lord  Mayor  Townaband.  The  saaia  nifbt 

t«d  to  els  neat  to  Lord  Sbclbomo,  at  Dranr-IsM : 

««nt  tooed  tb«  dlrcttflMtsneo  of  the  parafrapb  (nblm.  and 

*  Mtd  to  OoMaawitb  tbat  bo  hoped  be  bad  mentloDod  ao- 

^*»«   about    Maiacvlda  In  It.    'Do  yoa  koow/  answered 

»i^tmnh  *  tla«c  t  orter  eonid  coocrlve  tbe  resaoa  wby  they 


*^Vf 


l^ati^rfiff*  /«r  MalafHda  was  a  very  good  Mrt  of 
Xam  ooe    plainly  what  be  noaat  to  aay.  bat  that 
M  aC  wxprvMlon  U  pccallar  to  himself.    Mr.  Wal- 
KliaS  thio   atory  U  a  picture  of  Goldsattb't  whole 


tfaoye  tnaK.  wiw   -^wtt  w  i 

(mmM*  tB  Hyo"|»  ITM.j 

IfXnoiin  k*a  t»own  eonftn 

rVweboorC^  kevasd 


eonAned  fbr  iobm  weeki  In  the  lUe  of 
obUgsd  to  fwfaa  over  to  tho 


[JOHNSON  TO  MR&  THRALE. 
(Artraef.) 

"  LoodoB.  AprtI  d.  1710. 
*<  I  have  not  quite  neglected  my  Limw,  Addison 
is  a  long  one,  but  it  is  done.  Prior  is  not  short, 
and  that  is  done  too.  I  am  upon  Rowe,  which 
cannot  fill  much  paper.  Seward  (Mr.  Williem) 
called  on  me  one  day  and  read  Spenee.*  1  dined 
yesterday  at  Mr.  Jodrell*fe  in  a  gteat  deal  of  com- 
pany. On  Stniday  I  dine  with  Dr.  Lawrence,  and 
at  night  go  to  Mrs.  Vcitey.  I  have  had  a  Itttin 
cold,  or  two,  or  three ;  but  I  did  not  much  miad 
diem,  for  they  were  not  very  bad.* 
^Letters, 

JOHNSON  TO  MR&  PORTER. 

**  I^odon,  April  S.  im. 

**  DsAA  MAoaM,—  I  am  indeed  but  a  sluggish 
correspondent,  and  know  not  whether  I  shall  much 
mend :  however,  I  will  try.  I  am  glad  that  your 
oysters  proved  good,  for  I  would  have  every  thing 
good  that  belongs  to  you ;  and  would  have  your 
health  good,  that  you  may  enjoy  the  rest.  My 
health  is  better  than  it  has  been  for  some  years 
past ;  and,  if  I  see  Lichfield  again,  I  hope  to  walk 
about  it. 

**  Your  brother's  request  I  have  not  firagottcn. 
I  have  bought  as  many  volumes  aa  contain  about 
an  hundred  and  fifty  sermons,  which  I  will  put  in 
a  boi,  and  get  Mr.  Mathias  to  send  him.  I  shall 
add  a  letter. 

**  We  have  been  lately  much  alarmed  at  Mr. 
Thrale*s.  He  has  bad  a  strcke,  like  that  of  an 
apoplexy ;  but  he  has  at  last  got  so  well  as  to  be 
at  Bath,  out  of  the  way  of  trouble  and  business, 
and  is  likely  to  be  in  a  short  time  quite  well.  I 
hope  all  the  Lichfield  ladies  are  quite  well,  and 
that  every  thing  ia  prosperous  among  them. 

**  A  few  weeks  ago  I  sent  you  a  little  stuff 
gown,  such  as  is  all  the  frshion  at  thu  time. 
Yours  b  the  same  with  Mrs.  Thrale*s,  and  Mist 
bought  it  for  us.  These  stu  A  arc  very  cheap,  and 
are  thought  very  pretty. 


fand.  tsMBf  held  of  a  eow's  tea.    B 
Dl  baa  praailaed  to  make  a  drawing  of  It. 

**  Our  poor  club  U  In  a  miierable  itsts  of  dec^ ;  mleas  yen 
eoaio  and  relieve  It.  it  will  errtalaiy  raplro.  Woald  yea 
laMglBo  thst  Mr  Joehoa  BeyaoMs  le  oatraaely  waioaa  la  bo 
a  sBomber  at  AlsMrk's  ?  [p.  801.1  Too  ioo  what  ooUe  smU- 
Uon  will  Bake  a  man  atteoipt.  That  den  Is  not  veT  niisasd 
Tbero  la  notblne  now  at  proaeat  hi  tho  Utorary  world.  Mr. 
JoooB  (8lr  waiiaml.  of  oar  ehib.  Is  tnli«  to  pobUsh  sa 
seoooot.  in  Latin,  of  the  Baatam  portry,  wMi  oxtrsels  traas- 
UtM  verbatim  In  vcrao.    I  Uaij  it  will  bo  a  vory  ptetty 


GoMfiaith  hai  writtsn  a  proleeps  fbr  Mn.  Taiss,  whkh 

retheOpera. 


she  spoke  ibia  eveninr  before  < 


I 


Itlsveryfoo 
hope  you  have  ftved  your  tlaw  for  rrtandnf  to  BBStand  We 
esnnot  do  without  you.  IfyoodoaoteooMhers^iwfllbilBe 
all  the  Club  over  to  Irelaad,  to  Hve  with  yoa,  aad  that  wffl 
drive  yoa  here  In  your  own  daiwea  Jabaaon  than  gpofi 
year  booka,  Ooldaniltb  poll  yoor  "  '  ^ 

toyoo:  stqr»tbea,lfyooesB.    Ad 

'T.  Baal 

Lsdjr  DTt  psndl  was  MKh  ericbratod,  and  Hones  Wal- 
peleballt  a  roosa  for  tbe  raeaatloo  of  eoais  of  her  drawtoa^ 
which  ho  esUed  the  BeandsAdOest:  hat  I  have  never 
■oon  any  of  her  ladyihlp**  works  which  Manied  to  me  to 
merit,  as  works  of  art.  loeb  blab  reputaHon.  —  Oaoaaa. 

1  His  library  was  sold  by  publle  aactloo  fai  AarU  aad  Ifor, 
ITBI .  Ibr  ^01  U,  —  Mabons. 

*  By  a  flrr  In  Northemberlsad  Hooss,  whera  be  hsd  sn 
apartment,  la  which  I  have  psaaod  maay  aa 


•  See  owtf.  p.  11.  n.  »..  sad  tho  Appisrfls.  —  C 

*  Spcoce's  very  amualna  Anecdotsa.  which  had  tMsa 
Johosoa  la  manuacripti  they  were  not  prtated  ii 
181  iMa^Caoaaa. 
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'*  Pny  give  my  eompliments  to  Mr.  Pearson, 
and  to  every  body,  if  auy  such  body  there  be,  that 
cam  about  me. 

•*  I  am  now  engaged  about  the  rest  of  the  Ltres, 
which  I  am  afraid  will  take  some  time,  though  I 
purpose  to  use  despateh ;  but  something  or  other 
always  hinden.  I  have  a  great  number  to  do,  but 
many  of  them  will  be  short. 

**  1  have  lately  had  colds ;  the  first  was  pretty 
bad,  with  a  rery  troublesome  and  frequent  cough ; 
but  by  bleeding  and  physie  it  was  sent  away.  I 
have  a  cold  now,  but  not  bad  enough  for  bleeding. 

"  For  some  time  past,  and  indeed  e?er  since  I 
left  Lichfield  last  year,  I  have  abated  much  of  my 
diet,  and  am,  I  think,  the  better  for  abstinence.  I 
ean  breathe  and  more  with  less  difficulty ;  and  I 
am  as  well  as  people  of  my  age  commonly  are.  I 
hope  we  shall  see  one  another  again  some  time  this 
year.  I  am,  dear  love,  your  humble  serrant. 
—  Pmnom  MSS.  **  Sam.  Jonsoir.'*] 

Mrs.  Thrale  being  now  at  Bath  with  her 
hiuband,  the  oorrespondence  between  Johnaon 
and  her  wai  carried  on  briskly. 

[JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  THRALE. 

(fjtraefs.) 

*«  April  11. 1780.1 

"  On  Sunday  I  dined  with  poor  Lawrence,  who 
is  deafer  than  ever.  When  he  was  told  that  Dr. 
Moisy  Tiaited  Mr.  Thrale,  he  inquired  for  what, 
and  said  that  there  was  nothing  to  be  done  which 
Nature  would  not  do  for  bcnelC  On  Sunilay 
evening  I  was  at  Mr.  Vesey*s,  and  there  was  inquiry 
about  my  master ;  but  I  told  them  all  good.  There 
was  Dr.  Banuud  of  Eton,  and  we  nuide  a  noise  all 
the  evening ;  and  there  was  Pepys  ',  and  Wraxall* 
till  I  drove  him  away.  •  •  •  You  are  at  all  places 
of  high  resort,  and  bring  home  hearts  by  doiens ; 
while  I  am  seeking  for  something  to  say  of  men 
about  whom  I  know  nothing  but  Uieir  verses,  and 
aoraetimea  very  little  of  ikem.  Now  I  have  begun, 
however,  I  do  not  despair  of  making  an  end.  Mr. 
Niohols  holda  that  Addison  is  the  most  t^tin^  of 
all  that  I  have  done.  I  doubt  they  will  not  be 
done  before  you  come  away. 

**  Now  you  think  yourself  the  first  writer  in  the 
world  for  a  letter  about  nothing.     Can  you  write 

I  Dated  la  Mrs.  Thrato*t  volune.  Iiy  silrtska,  1779. . 
CaoKBa. 

s  Afterwards  Sir  WUlism  Weller  Pepyti  Bsroott.  rather  of 
Lord  Chaoeallor  Oottcnham }  a  llaater  In  CbaDcary }  a  frsat 
IHcnd  of  Mrs.  Thrale't,  aad,  what  la  mora  to  hU  bODOur,  of 
Haanab  More.  Thara  aever  waa  niich  cordialihr  iMtwaen 
Mai  and  Johnaoo,  bat  their  diArencea  becaroa  widar  item 
Vfpyi*a  raacntBMDt  of  Jobaaoa'a  allag eddepraelatkM  of  Lord 
LvtMltoa.  That,  I  think,  was  oolj  a  prataxt :  Johntoo  waa 
a  little  Jaalooa  of  Pepjra'i  fiToor  at  Strcatbaaa.  and  Papya, 
who  waa  much  admired  bj  a  drcia  of  hb  own,  would  not 
sobmit  to  JobnsoB*i  dictatorship.  —  Caoaas,  1847. 

*  HathaaM  WraxalL  who  pubUibed  aome  volumaa  of 
travail  and  blitory.  and  latterly  Memoiri  of  hb  own  Life, 
tiapant,  aad  often  loaccarata,  but  amoalat ;  and  whan  duly 
a&ad,  not  without  valne  aa  a  goulplog  eootrlbutloo  to  the 
hbtoqr  of  hb  ttanac.  For  a  pa««afe  In  thia  work.  In  which, 
vaiactlnf  on  Count  Worooaow,  he  waa  (somewhat  over- 
harshlf,  I  think)  convicted  of  a  libel,  and  Imprlaooed  In 
Newgate.  He  waa  bom  In  1751,  and  created  a  Barooac  In 
UI3.  ~  Caoasa. 

*  Compare  thb  with  two  former  phrases.  In  which  Shake- 
apeare  and  Mrs.  Mootaga  are  mvnUoned  {Mnte,  p.  904, 905., 
and  wonder  at  the  Inconsistencies  to  which  tne  createat 
«nlus  and  the  highest  spirit  mar  be  reduced  I  rerhaps 
Johnson's  original  dispoaltloa  to  depreciate  Mrs.  Montagu 
aaar  have  arbea  from  hb  having  heard  that  aha  thought 


such  a  letter  as  this  ?  so  nuacdlaBtoui,  with  neb 
noble  disdain  of  regularity,  like  Shakspmrr'f 
works  ?  stich  graceful  negligence  of  traniitioa,  lilu 
the  ancient  enthiuiasts  7  The  pure  voice  of  aataft 
and  of  friendship.  Now  of  whom  shsll  I  proond 
to  speak  ?  Of  whom  but  Mrs.  Mootafu  ?  Uavio^ 
mentioned  Siiakspeare  and  Nature,  does  not  the 
name  of  Montagu  force  itaelf  upon  me?^  Sack 
were  the  transitions  of  the  ancients,  vhid  nov 
seem  abrupt,  because  the  intermedialc  idss  ii  lott  is 
modem  undentandinga.** 

<'  April  15.  ~  I  thought  to  have  finished  1Uvt\ 
Life  to-tky,  but  have  had  t^t  or  six  viaten  vtie 
hindered  me;  and  I  have  not  been  ipitie  wc<L 
Next  week  I  hope  to  despateh  four  of  five  of  tkna' 

**  April  18.  —  You  make  vetsca,  wad  tbrr 
are  read  in  public,  and  I  know  BoChia;  ahui 
them.  Thb  very  crime,  I  think,  broke  the )  rl 
of  amity  between  Richardson  and  Misa  M[u!flu]  K 
after  a  tendernen  and  confidence  of  many  jmn.* 

•*  Apnl  25.  -«  How  do  you  think  I  Hve?  Oc 
Thursday  [20th]  I  dined  with  Hamilloo'  >o^ 
went  thence  to  Mrs.  OnL'  On  Friday,  with  taoek 
company,  at  Mrs.  Reynolds^  On  Satardsjat  I>. 
Bell's.  On  Sunday  at  Dr.  BumeyX  vitk  jtm 
two  sweets  from  Kensington,  who  set  h^ 
well :  at  night  came  Mrs  Ord,  Mr.  Hank  wU 
Mr.  Greville,  &c.  On  Monday  with  Revaoiiii: 
at  night  with  Lady  Luean;  to-day  with  Mt. 
Langton;  to-morrow  with  the  Bishop  of  ^ 
Asaph  ;  on  Thursday  with  Mr.  Bowles:  FnJs* 
■  ;  Saturday  at  the  Academy  ■ ;  Sunday  wtik 

Mr.  Ruoaay.  I  told  Lady  Lueaa  how  lo^jr  '*  ** 
since  she  sent  to  me ;  but  she  said  I  Biot  coer;^ 
bow  the  world  rolb  about  her.*  I  not  oal;  wen 
the  town  from  day  to  day,  but  many  visiten  caiw 
to  me  in  the  morning,  so  that  my  work  mskcs » 
great  progress,  but  I  will  try  to  quicken  iL* 


I  shall  present  my  readers  with  one  of  ^ 
origmal  letters  to  him  mt  this  time,  wkick  v^ 
amuse  them  probablj  more  than  thorn  vifj- 
written  but  studied  epistles  whidb  she  b»  ir- 
serted  in  her  collecdon'^  because  it  ezhibiti  ^' 
easy  Tivacity  of  their  liSenrT  intereoone-  1 
is  also  of  Tslne  as  a  kej  to  Johnsoa^s  tsfv^ 
which  she  has  printed  by  itsel(  aad  of  wUt . 
shall  subjoin  extracts. 


Kasselaa  an  wpimtr  (OBrtrr*« 
praise  waa  no  doubt   pindnpsfl    B 
\ivnilama.    This,  thoiMli  h  saav  « 
the  Inconsistencies. »  Caoasa.  ISIl 

•  Hmter  Molso.  aflerwanla  Mrs. 
son's  female  e6ter1e.   Whenaboatthi 
been  one  of  the  fair 
She  was  horn  la  17SI.  aunied  Mr 
dffd  in  1  SOI.    She 
Mrs.  Mootago.  aad  aU  the  Jhae.^  Ci 

•  ProhaMr  the  Right  Hon.  W.  G. 
7  This  laify(oeiebrated.  like  ~ 

for  her  kime  staciiiig  tt 
the  only  dauahler  or  an 
married  to  Mr.  Ord.  of  North 
Urge  propertj.    She  died  la  M^.  IMS, 
two.  — Caoasa. 
■  The  annual  dinner  on  opealBg  the 

•  Ahottt  this  line  Johneea  b^  a 
the  Rlna,  not  noticed  either  hj 
Hannah  More  safs,  that  one 
son  told  me  he  had  been  with  the 
enjoined  him  to  add  Speaaar  lo 
Mnm.  1.  ITS.— Caoasa.  lair. 

i*  llkis  sneer  It  aulte  oiiast- 
certainir  not  studied ;  nor  h  the 
dlAreaiiaatyU' 


•»  1^ 


Mn.  Of€%.  •  i'-  • 


««« 
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MRS  THRALE  TO  JOHNSON. 

**  Bath,  FrMaf ,  April  IS. 

**  I  had  A  very  kind  letter  from  yott  jetterday* 
dear  Sir,  with  •  most  circumstantial  date.*  Tou 
took  trouble  with  ray  circulating  letter,  Mr. 
Erans  writes  me  word,  and  I  thank  you  sincerely 
(or  to  doing;  one  might  do  mischief  else,  not 
beinf^  on  the  spot. 

**  Yesterday's  crening  was  passed  at  Mrs.  Moo- 
tigu*i>  Tbero  was  Mr.  Melmoth.'  I  do  not  like 
him  lAoiyA,  nor  he  me.  It  was  expected  we 
should  have  pleased  each  other ;  he  is,  however, 
just  Tory  enough  to  hate  the  Bishop  of  Peter- 
borough* for  Whiggism,  and  Whig  enough  to 
ibhor  jou  for  Toryism. 

**  Mrs.  Montagu  Battered  him  finely ;  so  he  had 
s  good  afternoon  on*t.  This  evening  we  spent  at 
I  concert  Poor  Quecny's  sore  eyes  have  just 
rcle«edher;  she  had  along  confinement,  and  could 
ntither  read  nor  write,  so  my  master  treated  her,  very 
gooJ-naturedly,  with  the  visits  of  a  young  woman 
in  tilts  town,  a  tailor's  daughter,  who  professes 
mutie,  and  teaches  so  as  to  give  six  less'ons  a  day 
to  ladies,  at  live  and  threepence  a  lesson.  Miss 
Barney*  says  she  is  a  great  performer;  and  I 
mpcct  the  wench  fi>r  getting  her  living  so  prettily. 
She  it  very  nsodest  and  prrtty.mannered,  and  not 
levcntcen  years  old. 

**  Tou  live  in  a  fine  whirl  indeed.  If  I  did  not 
vrite  regularlj,  you  would  half  forget  me,  and  that 
vould  be  very  wrong,  for  l/eit  my  regard  for  you 
io  mj/aet  la*t  night,  when  the  criticisms  were 
gotngon. 

"  This  morning  it  was  all  connoisseurship.  We 
vent  to  see  some  pictures  painted  by  a  gentleman- 
tftist,  Mr.  Taylor,  of  this  place.  My  master 
makes  one  every  where,  and  has  got  a  good  dawd- 
Img  companion  to  ride  with  him  now  •  •  • 
He  looks  well  enough,  but  I  have  no  notion  of 
kedth  for  a  man  whom  mouth  cannot  be  sewed  up. 
Bttniey  and  I  and  Queeny  tease  him  every  mral 
be  cata,  and  Mrs.  Montagu  is  quite  serious  with 
bin ;  but  what  ooii  one  do  ?  He  will  eat,  I  think  ; 
•ad  if  be  docs  eat,  I  know  he  will  not  live.  It 
nakcs  me  very  nnbappy,  but  I  roust  bear  it.  Let 
ae  always  have  your  friendship.  I  am,  most 
^tBccrely,  dear  Sir,  your  fiuthful  servant, 

••  H.  I*  T.- 
JOHNSON TO  MR&  THRALE. 


«•  London,  May  I.  ITtiV 
"Dtjiaisrv   Madax,  — Mr.  Thrale   never  will 
live  abstinently,  till  be  can  persuade  hinieelf  to  live 


'  TUi  slladia  to  JobneoB's  flreqoent  advlcfi  to  her  sad 
mm  Thrale  to  dale  their  lettert ;  a  Uudiihle  haMt,  which, 
■••rvfr,  1m  hlfiMolf  did  not  alwa/i  practise.  —  CaoBsa. 

I  Wttlun  IMaMth,  Che  author  oT  Pitaoeborae's  Letters, 
>*d  the  Iraaalelor  of  the  Letters  of  Plln/  and  Ci<wro.  and 


»eM  of  the  B^nor  vorfca  of  the  hitter.  He  died  hi  17V9,  «lal. 
•  -  Caoasa. 
'  Dr.  Jolia  HhKhlMh BoewatL. 

•  Tmmj,  afterwards  Medaai  D'Art»Uy.  —  Caoasa.  1M7. 

*  I  have  taheo  the  liberty  to  leave  out  a  few  lines.  — 


*  Um  ef  a  tout  la  the  Spettmiar,  Mo.  47n. — raossn. 

^  Mwj.  daaghter,  and,  at  length.  eo4M4re«a  ol   Mr.  Hlp- 

>«e,  «f  Sowerietahtre,  and  wife  of  iame*  Boiler. 

Dewaea,  near  Bseter,  of  whom  Mrs.  D*Art>lay 

Mrs.  Boiler  to  tail  and  elegaat  la  her  penoo,  geoieel 


bv  rule  *  *  *.*  Eneoange,  as  you  can*  the  muaical 
giH. 

**  Nothing  b  more  common  than  mutual  dislike, 
where  mutiud  approbation  u  partieularly  expected. 
There  is  often  on  both  sidea  a  vigilance  not  over- 
benevolent  ;  and  as  attention  is  strongly  excited, 
so  that  nothing  drops  unheeded,  any  dSTerence  in 
taate  or  opinion*  and  some  dtfierence  where  there 
is  no  rsstraittt  will  coomionly  appear,  immediately 
generates  dislike. 

**  Never  let  criticisms  operate  on  your  fiice  or 
your  mind ;  it  is  very  rarely  that  an  author  is  hurt 
by  his  critics.  The  blase  of  reputation  cannot  be 
blown  out,  but  it  often  dies  in  the  socket,  A  very 
few  names  may  be  conndered  as  perpetual  lamps 
that  shine  unconsumed.  From  the  author  of 
'  Fitzosborne's  Letters*  I  cannot  think  myself  in 
much  danger.  I  met  him  only  once  about  thirty 
years  ago,  and  in  some  small  dispute  reduced  him 
to  whistle.  Having  not  seen  him  since,  that  is  the 
last  impression.  Poor  Moore,  the  fabulist,  wa<9  (me 
of  the  company. 

**  Mrs.  Montagues  long  stay,  against  her  own  in- 
clination, is  very  eonvenient.  You  would,  by  your 
own  eonfession,  want  a  companion  ;  and  she  is  par 
ptmribmM.  Conversing  with  her  you  mMjJmd  variH^ 
ta  oac' 

[««  At  Mrs.  Ord*s  I  met  one  Mrs.  [Buller]',  a 
travelled  lady,  of  great  spirit,  and  some  conscious- 
ness of  her  own  abilities.  We  had  a  contest  of 
gallantry  an  hour  long,  so  much  to  the  diversion  of 
the  company,  that,  at  Ramsay's,  last  night,  in  a 
crowded  room,  they  would  have  pitted  us  again. 
Hierewere  Smelt*  and  the  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph, 
who  eomcs  to  every  place ;  and  Lord  Monboddo, 
and  Sir  Joshua,  and  ladies  out  of  tale. 

"  The  ExhibiUon, —  how  will  you  do,  either  to 
see  or  not  to  see  I  The  exhibition  is  eminently 
splendid.  There  b  ooaloiir,  and  knaing^  and  proec, 
and  saprsssiim,  and  all  the  varieties  of  artificial 
excdleoee.  The  apartments  were  truly  very  noble. 
The  pictures,  for  the  sake  of  a  skylight,  are  at 
the  top  of  the  bouae ;  there  we  dined,  and  I  sat 
over  against  the  Archbishop  of  York.** 

•«  May  7.  178a  —  I  dined  on  Wednesday  with 
Mr.  Fitsnuurice*:  who  almost  made  me  promise 
to  pass  ]iart  of  Uie  summer  at  Llewenny.  To- 
morrow I  dine  with  Mrs.  Southwell  [p.  24G.] ; 
and  on  Thursday  with  Lord  Locan.  lo-night  I 
go  to  Miss  Monktonlk**  Then  I  scramble,  when 
you  do  not  quite  shut  me  up  :  but  I  am  misersbly 
under  petticoat  govenmienf,  and  yet  am  not  very 
weary,  nor  much  ashamed.** 

'*  May  8.  1780.  —  I  dine  on  Thursday  at  Lord 
Lucan^  and  on  Saturday  at  Lady  Craven*s ;  and 
I  dined  yesterday  with  Mrs.  SouthwelL    As  to  my 


md  nciy  In  her  fhee,  and  ahrvpt  and  ilMular  In  her  manner*, 
to  very  clever,  tprlfhtly,  wittjr,  and  aoch  In  vofue— a 
a  KhoUr  and  a  eelehrated  tri 


travrller  —  having  had  the 
Batemal  heroism  toaceomaaar  her  son  oo  the  Grand  Tour.*' 
-  yem,  ef  Bmrmem,  voL  IL  si  »l  —  Caoasa,  18l&^7. 

a  Leonard  Small,  Baa.,  nii»  governor  to  the  tone  of  George 
III  He  wee  maeh  In  theMoe  ifcrtty  eirele  of  the  day  t  he 
died  la  IMM,  at  an  advancod  a«e.  ^  Caoaaa. 

•  The  Hoa.  Thoawa  Fttsmaiirlea.  only  bnther  to  Lord 
Shelbum,  through  whom,  ^he|H,  msy  have  come  Johnion's 
aeqoaHitaaco  with  hto  Leedthip,  (mil/,  p.  6S4.  a.  &.)  thotiah 
I  ladtaM  to  believe  that  It  was  of  an  earlier  daU.  Mr. 
PItsnMttfflee  had  booghi  the  Lleweaay  eetale  from  Sire. 
Thralo*a  uncle.  —  Caoasa,  IM7. 

»  The  Hon.  Mary  Moakton.  daughter  of  the  irat  Vtoroont 
Oalway,  bofn  April  1748  \  ssarrled  la  ITlCto  Kdmnad,  leventh 
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lookt  St  the  Acaden^,  I  was  not  told  of  them; 
and  as  I  remember,  I  was  very  well,  and  am  wdl 
enough  now. 

••  May  9.  17W.  —  My  LWea  creep  on.  I  have 
done  Addison,  Prior.  Howe,  Granville,  Sheffield, 
CoHim.  Pitt,  and  almost  Penton.  I  dengn  to 
take  Congreve  nexc  into  my  band.  I  hope  to 
have  done  before  yon  can  eome  home;  and  then 
whither  shall  I  go  ?  —  Did  I  tell  you  tliat  Seott  and 
Jones*  both  oflTer  themselves  to  represent  the  Uni- 
versity in  the  place  of  Sir  Roger  Newdigate? 
They  are  struggling  hard  for  what  others  think 
neither  of  them  will  obtain.] 

On  the  2d  of  May  I  wrote  to  him,  and  re- 
quested that  we  might  have  another  meeting 
aomewhere  in  the  north  of  England  in  the 
autumn  of  this  year. 

From  Mr.  Langton  I  received  soon  after 
this  time  a  letter,  of  which  I  extract  a  passage, 
relative  both  to  Mr.  Beauderk  and  Dr.  John- 


son. 


LANGTON  TO  BOSWELL. 


**  Tlie  melancholy  infermation  you  have  received 
concerning  Mr.  Beauderk's  death  is  true.  Had 
his  talents  been  directed  in  any  sufficient  degree  as 
they  ought,  I  have  always  been  strongly  of  opinion 
that  th^  wen  calculated  to  make  an  iUttctriovs 
igora;  and  that  opinion,  as  it  had  been  in  part  formed 
upon  Dr,  Johnson's  judgment,  rcoeivee  more  and 
flMM  confirmation,  by  hearing  what,  since  his  death, 
•Dr.  Johnson  haa  said  concerning  them.  A  few 
evcniags  ago  he  was  at  Mr.  Vesey*s,  where  Lord 
Althorpe  ',  who  was  one  of  a  numerous  company 
there^  addrcned  Dr.  Jalmson  on  the  subject  of  Mr. 
BeBUclerk*s  death,  saying, «  Our  Club  has  had  a 
great  loss  since  we  met  last'  He  replied,  *  A  loss 
that  perhaps  the  whole  nation  could  not  repair! ' 
The  doctor  then  went  on  to  speak  of  his  endow- 


her 
the 


Bsri  of  Cork  and  Orrary.  liodte^  Irlih  Pecram  dates 
Idrtfa  1737,  but  tUs  U  a  inbuk*  for  an  elder  siiter  of 
game  name.  Now  in  her  e^ktgnitUk  jear.  Lady  Corke  ttlU 
CBtMiaias  and  eoioyt  •oeMty  with  extraordiimT  »»e^, 
splriu.  and  Ttvaelty.  and  BeaweU'i  description  of  tMrfifl^- 
jSm  wemn  agOt  as  **  the  lively  Um  Monkton,  who  uf  ed 
alwsf I  to  bare  the  finest  M  ttf  bhu  at  her  partlei*'  (pott, 
M19S.  1710).  U  cbanBtertotte  to  thii  day—Caoasa.  1S35. 

In  July,  188^  in  allnsion  to  Che  mistake  in  the  Inah 
peerage,  the  wrote  me  the  following  Ilrely  note :  — 

•*  New  BarUaftOB  Street,  July  ».  [1886.] 
*'  I  would  rather  1  waa  a  AiMdMtf^  because  yoo  and  mm 
other  acrmable  people  would  cone  to  me  as  a  wonder.  The 
Ihet  ia,  1  am  only  verging  on  mnetg.  I  with  the  business  of 
the  nation  may  net  prevent  your  giving  me  the  pleasure  of 
your  company  to  dinn<«r  on  Wednesday,  the  3d.  at  a  qoarUr 
befofw  eigM.  It  is  in  vain,  1  mppote.  to  expect  you  at  my 
teadrinking  on  Friday,  the  flth,  or  in  the  evening  of  the 
8d.  in  the  event  of  your  not  being  able  to  dine  with  me  on 

that  day.**  „  ^  ^  „ 

'  M.  CoBK  am>  OsaaaT.** 

1  have  tttppietsed  a  word  or  two  of  compliawnt,  which— 
with  the  forsettlng  that  1  was  both  out  of  ofice  and  parlia- 
ment, and  had  therefore  no  share  in  **  the  business  of  the 
nation**  -.  are  the  only  marks  of  anility  in  this  note  written 
on  the  rerge  of  91 ;—  for  1  found  by  the  register  of  St.  JanieB*s 
parish  that  she  had  understated  beraee  by  one  year.  She  died 
on  the  SOtb  of  May.  lM(k~  Caoaaa,  1B47. 

*  Lord  Stowell  and  Sir  Wltlbim  Jones.  On  tbii  occasion 
Sir  W.  Dolben  was  chosen,  but  Lord  Stowell  was  elected  for 
the  University  of  Oxford  in  I  BO! ,  and  represented  U  tUI  bb 
promotion  to  the  peerage  in  18S1  —  Ckoker. 

*  John  George,  second  Earl  Sneneer,  who  has  been  to  kind 
at  to  answer  some  of  my  hOKiuiiies  relative  to  the  to^lg,  of 


All  Levceon'i  aweetneai  and  all  Beauforfk  fntr 


Iflft. 


>  Margaret  Smith  :  married  In  1760  the  first  Lofd 
_Alady  orcasteandtalenta.~CBonsa  -     -rw 

•  Frances  Murray ;  married  In  1789  tu  the  ftist  Lord  (^ 
moot.— CaoKsa.  ^ 

7  See  anti,  p.  644..  Johnson's  own  acrooat  «»^  »*»»€•*•?, 
The  gentle  and  good-natured  Langton  doe*  w*  hut  »«  »^ 
having  ttrtwfn  awa^f  "  the  erry  agrtemUe  amd  i^r«*"  ■'■ 
WraxalL**  —  Caoxxa. 

*  Dr.  Barnard's  colloquial  powers  ven-  hi^y 
See  Nichols's  Lit.  Aneedotes^  viU.  M9.  —  CaoxxSi 


ments,  and  particularly  extolled  the  wendtrfel  ene 
with  which  he  uttered  what  was  highly  excelWnt 
He  said,  *■  that  no  man  ever  was  so  free,  when  he 
was  going  to  say  a  good  thing,  from  a  loak  that 
expressed  that  it  was  coming ;  or,  when  he  bd 
said  it,  from  a  look  that  expressed  that  it  had  come.' 
At  Mr.  Thrale's,  some  days  before,  when  we  were 
talking  on  the  same  subject,  he  said,  rcfemng  to 
the  same  idea  of  his  wonderftil  fiicility,  'that 
Beauclerk's  talents  were  those  whidi  he  had  feh 
himself  more  disposed  to  envy,  than  those  of  njr 
whom  he  had  known.* 

**  On  the  erening  1  have  spoken  of  above,  at  Mr. 
Vesey's,  you  wouiti  have  been  much  gratified,  as  it 
exhibited  an  instance  of  the  high  importaaoe  m 
which  Dr.  Johns(Mi*s  character  is  held,  I  think  rm 
beyond  any  I  ever  before  was  witness  to.  T1>e 
company  conskted  chiefly  of  ladies;  anioiij(  wfaoo 
were  the  Duchess  Dowager  of  Portland",  tbe 
Duchess  of  Beaufort,  whom,  I  suppose  from  ber 
rank,  I  must  name  before  her  mother,  Utl  Bot* 
cawen%and  her  eldest  sister,  Mrs.  Lewaoo,wbov» 
likewise  there;  Lady  Lucan*.  I«dy  Qcnnoat', 
and  others  of  note  both  for  their  station  and  oadei' 
etandings.  Among  other  gentlemen  were  Lend 
Althorpe,  whom  I  hsTe  before  named.  Lord  Use- 
artney.  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  Lord  Lueao,  Mr. 
Wraxall,  whose  book  you  haTC  probably  sees,  the 
*  Tour  to  the  Nonfaem  Parts  of  Europe,'  s  mj 
agreeable,  ingenious  man.  Dr.  Warren,  Mr.  fepp* 
the  master  in  chancery,  whom,  I  belieTe,  yon  kaov, 
and  Dr.  Barnard,  the  provost  of  Eton.'  As  «mb 
as  Dr.  Johnson  was  come  in,  and  kad  ttim  tk 
cAoir,  the  company  began  to  collect  round  biai  txD 
they  became  not  less  than  four,  if  not  five  deep ; 
those  behind  standing  and  listening  ovtt  tbe 
heads  of  those  that  were  sitting  near  him.  The 
conversation  for  some  time  was  diiefly  betvees 
Dr.  Johnson  and  the  provost  of  Eton*,  while  the 
others  contributed  occasionally  their  remarU  | 
Without  attempting  to  detail  the  particulars  of  the 


whidi  he  sad  Lord  Stowell  are  now  almoct  the  ealy  m- 

vivors CaoaxB.     He  died  November  10.  IM  -l^.f» 

aeaor  ofoBS  of  tbeebolceat  prlvaie  Ubnrtas  ia  thaMrU.- 
^Caoaaa,  lasft.  .„.  ^-^ 

>  Lady  Margaret  Catendish  Rarlef.  only  cbfM  of  w 
second  Earl  of  Oxford  aad  Morthner ;  married  in  19M  M  w 
second  Dnke  of  Portland.  She  waa  the  htinu  ef  thm  nwt 
families  :  herself  of  the  Harleya ;  her  mother  (15*  L* 
Harriet  of  Prior)  was  the  heiress  of  John  Holies.  Diar  o* 
Newcastle  $  and  Ur  mother  again,  the  heiress  ci  won 
Cavendltb.  Ddkm  of  NewcnsUe.  *•  The  DmAess  of  ^wttasd 
inherited,*'  says  the  Peerage  -  the  spirit  of  her  aaonMn  a 
her  patronage  of  literaturw  and  the  artt-**  Her  m  "* 
congratulated  by  Swift,  and  her  childhood  celebrated  bf  rrw 
in  the  well-known  nursery  liaes  beginning 

"  My  nohle,  lovely,  little  Peggy.*' 

And  she  it  was  to  whom  Young  addressed  tbe  ridicQi«« 
fUttery  of  calling  the  AfoMS  **tke  PorUand  qf  tkf  $tta. 
This  excellent  lady  died  In  1784  —  Caoasa. 

4  Mrs.  Boacawen  and  her  daughters.  Mrs.  Uvm*  ^I^ 
nounced  Lewm)  Oowcr  and  the  Duchess  of  Bcaawi.  vr 
celebrated  in  Miss  Hannah  Mora's  poem  entltkil  Sm»»§ 
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ooiiv«nitaon«  vhiefaf  ptrhapti  if  I  did*  I  riiould 
q»ui  my  Moount  out  to  m  todiout  length,  I 
'  ibot^t,  my  dear  Sir.  this  gencnl  account  of  the 
fttpcet  vith  which  our  tsluad  friend  was  attended 
to  might  be  aoocptable.** 

[JOHNSON  TO  THOMAS  WARTON.< 

"  Bolt  Court,  FlMt  Street.  May  9. 1710. 
**Sia, —  I  have  your  pardon  to  a«k  for  an  in- 
Toluntary  fault.  In  a  parcel  scot  from  Mr.  Boa- 
veil  I  found  the  enclosed  letter,  which,  without 
looking  on  the  direction,  I  broke  open;  but, 
finding  I  did  not  understand  it,  soon  saw  it 
belonged  to  you.  I  am  sorry  for  this  appearance 
of  s  fault,  but  believe  me  it  is  only  the  appearance. 
I  did  not  read  enough  of  the  letter  to  know  its 
purport.  I  am.  Sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 
~  Af  ^.  **  Sam.  Joumsom.** 

JOHNSON  TO  JOSEPH  WARTON. 

**  Kay  a.  1780. 
**  Dtam  Su,  —  It  it  nnneeessary  to  tell  you  how 
much  I  VM  obliged  by  your  usefol  memoriah. 
The  sharee  of  Fenton  and  Broome  in  the  Odyssey 
I  had  belbre  from  Mr.  Speoee.  Dr.  Warburton 
did  net  know  them.  I  wish  to  be  told,  as  the 
question  k  of  great  importance  in  the  poetical 
world,  whwMO  you  bad  yovr  intelligeooe;  if  from 
Spcnee,  it  riiowa  nt  least  bis  eonsiitency ;  if  from 
any  ocfaai^  it  oonfera  eorroboratlon.  If  any  thmg 
nstful  to  mo  ahould  oeeor,  I  depend  npon  your 
frisadshtp.  Bt  ploaacd  to  make  my  oomplirocnts 
to  the  bdicB  of  your  boose,  and  to  the  gentlemen 
tet  honoured  me  with  the  Oraek  Epigrams,  when 
I  had,  vlmt  I  hope  sometimo  to  have  again,  the 
Hsasuiw  of  sponding  ■  Httle  time  with  you  at 
wiDebcalcr.  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  most  obliged 
and  mort  bnmblo  servant,  Sam.  Johmsox.*' 

JOHNSON  TO  MRa  THRALE. 

•*llsy0.l7M. 
**  Byt  [Mfm.  Montagu]  and  you  have  had,  with 
all  your  adulntlon,  nothing  ftner  said  of  you  than 
was  aaid  Wat  Saturday  ni^^t  of  Burke  and  me. 
W«  vera  at  the  Bishop  of  {St  Asaph^s*!,  (a  bishop 
Itule  better  thaa  fomr  bisbop  [Hinchtiffe]),  and 
towards  twelve  we  fell  into  talk,  to  which  the 
ladica  Kstcoed,  Just  as  they  do  to  you ;  and  said«  as 
I  heard,  *  TAcrt  u  no  titiuf  mmUtt  tomehoify  wiU  ery 
Pif%f*  I  sraa  last  ntgfat  at  Miss  Monkton's ;  and 
liSidy  Crawnand  Lady  Cranbume,  and 


(«CV4 


•lyto  of  this  IcCtsr.  cofwpfcd  with  that  of 
MrfsMs  wMi  ThomM  Warton.  pistaly 
srvf r«  tbet  a  cooloM*  or  mtoondorvUBdliif  had  ulMn  place 
kt«««tt  Umwi.  la  Or.  Wooli*i  M«ni«itrt  of  Joa^ph  Warton 
»«  iiid  that  the  coolnOM  ostended  u>  bin  alio :  **  Tho  dU- 
wfalch  look  placa  <iftar  a  loog  and  warm  frtandthtp 
Johaooo  and  [Jo*«ph]  Warton  It  much  to  b«  la* 

x\g  uccunvd  at  tho  houao  of  Sir  Joahoa  Ravnoldt.  at 

I  aaa  loM  hf  ono  of  the  ooaaaaaf.  «bo  onlf  ovoraoard  tbo 
MIowloa  eawelutloo  of  tho  dbputa :  Jonmson.  *  Sir.  I  am 
nec  used  CO  be  eootradktcd.'  WAsroa.  *  Hatter  (or  jroor 
Mif  mat  frifwda.  Sir,  tf  f ou  w«Ta :  our  admlrailon  could  not 
te  Inrraai  It  iMtt  our  love  mlaht.*  Tho  parlj  Iniorterod.  sad 
tba  aMevariartno  wai  stomd.*' 

Tho  aCila.  bowovar,  of  tho  next  iHiar,  written  to  late  lo 
T>r.  Jo«ftOBDn*a  Itfa.  leads  ua  to  hope  that  the  dlffereooe  ro- 
bf  Dr.  Woott  was  traasloot.  —  Caoasa. 


many  ladiea  and  few  men.  Nest  Saiuiday  I  am 
to  be  at  BIr.  PepysX  and  in  the  intermediate  time 
am  to  provide  for  myself  as  I  can.** 

**  May  S5.  —  f^bn^rMv,  whom  I  despatched  at 
tfie  Borough  while  I  was  attending  the  election,  is 
one  of  the  best  of  the  little  Lum  ;  but  then  I  had 
your  oonvcnation.***] 


s  flilploy,  BI«hop  of  81.  Asaph**  t  of  vbote  too  coitiiaat  ap- 
paraore  la  general  todotT  Dr.  Johtiaon  dltapprovad  Toe 
other  Usbop  wat  Htochltffe  of  PMerb«>rou|fh,  of  whom  Mrt. 
Thralo  Imd  told,  lo  her  lettert  from  B«th.  ftoroe  amiable  and 
Innocent,  biit  doc  altogether  epttcoMlcondeaeeoaion*  to  the 
manners  of  the  pInc*',  and  who.  If  he  arat  arhlg  enoogh  Co 
dlcploaao  Mr.  Melmnth.  (oiO^.  p.  <4*.)  woold  And  liule 
favour  In  Johnsoo't  eje*.  —CaoKia.  1S3M7. 

*  Boawell  te  load  of  centurmg  Mri.  Thrale't  adulatioe  of 
Johoton.  but  the  read«T  will  olnerve  here,  aod  In  maiijr  other 
InMance*.  that  she  was  oaly  l>ajrlng  him  back  bu  own  coin. 
-.  Caoasa.  1M7. 

«  Vol.  II.  ft.  I4S.  et  «v.  I  have  selected  passages  from 
■eeeral  letters,  without  meotluulng  dales.  —  Bmwbu..  I 
bavp  restored  the  dates,  and  a  remarkable 
Caoasa. 

TT  4 


JOHNSON  TO  DR.  FARMER. 

••  May  S5. 1780. 
*•  Sta,  —  I  know  your  dispoaition  to  second  any 
literary  attempt,  and  therefore  venture  upon  the 
Hl)erty  of  intreating  you  to  procure  from  college  or 
university  registers  all  the  dates  or  other  informa- 
tions which  they  can  supply  relating  to  Ambrose 
Philips,  Broome,  and  Gray,  who  were  all  of 
Cambridge,  and  of  whose  lives  1  am  to  give  such 
accounts  as  1  can  gather.  Be  pleased  to  forgive 
this  trouble  from.  Sir,  your  most  humble  servant 

''San.  JOHNSOK.** 

While  Johnson  was  thus  engaged  in  pr^Mr- 
ing  a  delightful  literary  entertainment  ft>r  the 
world,  tM  tranquillity  of  the  metropolis  of 
Great  Britain  was  unexpectedly  disturbed  by 
the  most  horrid  series  of  outrage  that  ever 
disgraced  a  civilised  country.  A  relaxation  of 
some  of  the  severe  penal  provisions  against  our 
fellow-snbjects  of  the  Gatoolic  communion  had 
been  granted  by  the  legislature,  with  an  op- 
position so  inconsiderable,  that  the  genuine 
mildness  of  Chrbtianity,  united  with  liberal 
policy,  seemed  to  have  become  general  in  this 
island.  But  a  dark  and  malignant  spirit  of 
peraecntion  soon  showed  itsell^  in  an  unworthy 
petition  for  the  repeal  of  the  wise  and  humane 
statate.  That  petition  was  brought  forward 
by  a  mob,  with  the  evident  purpose  of  intimi- 
dation,  and  was  justly  rejected.  But  the 
attempt  was  aooompanied  and  followed  b^  such 
daring  violence  as  is  anexaropled  in  history. 
Of  this  extraordinary  tumult.  Dr.  Johnson  has 
given  the  following  ooi^ise,  livelv,  and  just 
account  in  his  •*  Letters  to  Mrs.  Tnrale  **  * :  — 

**Jmu  9.  178a  —  On  Friday,  the  good  proteU- 
ants  met  in  Saint  George's  Fields  at  the  summons 
of  Lord  George  Gordon ;  and  marching  to  West- 
minster,  insulted  the  lords  and  commons,  who  all 
bore  it  with  great  tameness.  At  night  the  outrages  | 
b^an  by  the  demolition  of  the  ma»s.house  [in 
Duke  Street]  by  Lincoln's  Inn. 

<*  An  exact  journal  of  a  week's  defiance  of  go- 
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TvrnnwQt  I  eamiot  giv*  you.  On  Monday  Mr. 
Scrahan,  who  had  been  insulted,  ipoke  lo  Lord 
Mansfield,  who  had  I  think  been  insulted  too,  of 
the  licentiousness  of  the  populace ;  and  his  lord- 
ship treated  it  as  a  very  slight  irregularity.  On 
Tuesday  night  they  pulled  down  Fielding's  house 
[in  Bow  Street]  and  burnt  his  goods  in  the  street. 
JTIiey  had  gutted  on  Monday  Sir  George  Savile's 
house  [in  Leicester  Squarel,  but  the  building  was 
saved.  On  Tuesday  evening,  leaTing  Fielding's 
ruins,  they  went  to  Newgate  to  demand  their  com- 
panions, who  had  been  seised  demolishing  thechapeL 
The  keeper  could  not  release  them  but  by  the 
mayor^  permission,  which  he  went  to  ask  ;  at  hu 
return  he  found  all  the  prisoners  released,  and 
Newgate  in  a  blase.  They  then  went  to  Blooms- 
bury  [Square],  and  fiistened  upon  Lord  Mans- 
field's bouse,  which  they  pulled  down ;  and  as  for 
his  goods,  they  totally  burnt  them.  Tbey  have 
since  gone  to  Caenwood,  but  a  guard  was  there 
before  them.  They  plundered  some  papists,  I 
think,  and  burnt  a  mass-bous^  in  Moorfields,  the 
same  nighL 

•«  On  Wednesday  I  walked  with  Dr.  Seott,  to 
look  at  Newgate,  and  finrnd  it  in  ruins,  with  the 
fin  yet  glowing.  As  I  went  by  the  protestants 
were  plundering  the  amioni  house  at  the  Old 
Bailey.  Tliere  were  not,  I  bdicTe,  a  hundred; 
but  they  did  their  work  at  leisure,  in  full  security, 
without  sentinels,  without  trepidation,  as  men 
lawfully  emplojcd  in  full  day.  Such  is  the  cow- 
ardice of  a  oommerelal  place.  On  Wednesday 
they  broke  open  the  Fleet,  and  the  King's  Bench, 
and  the  Mardialaea,  and  Wood-street  Compter, 
and  Clerkenwell  Bridewell,  and  released  all  the 
prisoners. 

«*  At  night  tbey  set  fire  to  the  Fleet,  and  to  the 
King's  Bench,  and  I  know  not  how  many  other 
places ;  and  one  might  see  the  glare  of  eonflagr^ 
tioa  fill  the  sky  ftom  many  parta.  The  sight  was 
dteadfuL  Some  people  wem  threatened :  Mr. 
Strahan  advised  me  to  take  care  of  myael£  Sueh 
a  time  of  terror  yon  have  been  happy  in  not  seeing. 

**  The  king  said  in  council, '  that  the  magistralcs 
had  not  done  their  doty,  but  that  he  would  do  his 
own ;  *  and  a  proclamation  was  published,  directing 
us  to  keep  our  servants  within  doors,  as  the  peace 
was  now  to  be  piwerved  by  force.  The  soldiers 
were  sent  out  to  different  parts,  and  the  town  is 
now  at  quiet 

**  What  has  happened  at  your  house  you  will 
know ;  the  harm  is  only  a  few  butts  of  beer  ;  and, 
I  think,  yon  may  be  sure  that  the  danger  is  over. 
There  U  a  body  of  soldiers  at  St.  Margaret's  Hill.**  > 

*'  Jmm  10.  —  The  soldiers  are  stationed  so  as  to 
be  everr  where  within  calL  There  is  no  longer 
any  body  of  rioters,  and  the  individuak  are  hunted 
to  their  holes,  and  led  to  prison.  Lord  George 
was  bst  niffht  sent  to  the  Tower.  Mr.  John  Wilkes 
was  this  day  in  my  neighbourhood,  to  aeiae  the 
publisher  of  a  seditious  paper. 

**  Several    chapeb   have    been   destroyed,    and 


t  Iq  the  Boronfli.  —  Caocaa,  IM7. 

•  hard  Ocorn  Gordoo  sad  hU  foUovsn.  durlnff  Chsss 
eetrsf M,  wors  blias  ribands  io  th«ir  bate.  —  Maloicb. 

•  Mr.  BiHwcIl  iniwBi  not  to  hava  rvllnhed  thU  aUiulon  to  a 
'~'"'  b  Invasion,  and,  Inttaad  of  laugblnf ,  at  Johnion  ap- 

ba? »  dooo,  at  this  absurd  fwnoor,  cbosa  to  onlt  tbo 
Ttofaibar.  '->  Csoxaa. 


several  inoflbmve  papiste  have  ben  pfandosl; 
but  the  high  sport  was  to  bum  the  gaek  Hit 
was  a  good  rabble  tridk.  Hie  dcbtet  ssd  iki 
criminals  were  all  set  at  liberty ;  bat  of  the  cri^ 
minals,  as  has  always  happened,  many  src  alradj 
retaken  ;  and  two  pirates  have  surrendered  then- 
selves,  and  it  is  eipected  that  tbey  will  W  pr- 
doned. 

'*  Government  now  acts  again  with  its  fraper 
force ;  and  we  are  all  under  the  proteeliaa  of  tk 
king  and  the  law.  I  thought  thai  it  woald  be 
agreeable  to  you  and  my  aMJto*  to  have  ny  itA- 
mony  to  the  public  security  ;  and  thst  yea  vwld  | 
slrep  more  quietly  when  I  told  you  tl«t  yoe  oi 
safe.** 

**  Jumt  IS.  —  The  public  has  cseaped  s  fttj 
heavy    calamity.      The    rioters    atteapttd  the 
Bank  on  Wednesday  night,  but  in  no  greet  sols' 
her;  and,  like  other  thieves,  with  no  grcst  nmi^ 
tion.     Jack  Wilkes  headed  the  party  thst  droit 
them  away.     It  is  agreed,  that  if  they  had  iciwl  i 
the  Bank  on  Tuesday,  at  the  height  of  the  pioie.  | 
when  no  reristance  bad  been  prepared,  tbey  mi|cbt  i 
have  carried  irrecoverably  away  whatever  the;  b«i 
found.     Jack,  who  was  always  aealoos  6r  sr^  > 
and  decency,  declares,  that  if  he  be  traslid  «itk 
power,  be  will  not  leave  a  rioter  alive.    IWre  ik  ' 
however,  now  no  longer  any  need  of  bcraiw  et 
bloodshed ;  no  blue  riband  '  is  any  lomsr  vsni 

**  All  danger  here  is  apparently  over :  bst  i 
little  agitation  still  continues.  We  frigblcs  eei 
another  with  70,000  Sooto",  to  cobm  hither  viu 
the  Dukes  of  Gordon  and  Argyll,  and  est  si,  «i 
hang  us^  or  drown  us ;  but  we  are  all  at  qwcL* 

•«/iMe  14.  — There  has,  indeed,  bcM  sa  w- 
versal  panic,  from  which  the  king  was  the  &nt  tM 
recovered.  Without  the  cooenrrence  of  hii  nuss- 
ters,  or  the  assistance  of  the  civil  magisCistBk  b* 
put  the  soldiers  in  motion,  and  sated  the  ws 
firom  calamities,  such  as  a  rabble's  gcius««« 
must  naturally  produce.** 

Sack  was  the  end  of  this  misenhlc  sediti/«. 
from  which  London  was  delitcred  by  tk 
magnanimity  of  the  sovereign  himseUl  Hkit' 
ever  some  may  maintain,  I  am  sutirfed  t^ 
there  was  no  combination  or  plan,  either  dr» 
mestic  or  foreign ;  bat  that  the  mischitfipns^ 
by  a  gradual  contagion  of  frenxy,  angnntfd 
br  the  quantities  of  fermented  liqoonof  vl^^^ 
the  deluded  populace  poascwed  thcBsdrcsa 
the  course  of  their  depredations. 

I  should  think  myself  very  miich  lo  bhiiM* 
did  I  here  n^lect  to  do  justice  to  my  eifia*^ 
friend^  Mr.  Akerman,  the  keeper  of  Ncvp*** 
who  long  discharged  a  Terj  tai4Kvl8Bt  m* 
with  an  uniform  intrepid  fimncM,  and  it  (k 
same  time  a  tenderness  and  a  Itboal  (^»^ 
which  entitled  him  to  be  recorded  witk  ^ 
tinguished  honour. 

Upon  this  occasion,  from  the  ^m£tj  i*> 


<  Why  Mr.  Boiwvll 


bis  natursl  dasiro  lo 
wbo  waa  amliml  oi 
straaga  praponsl^  f 
bin  Into  aM>ra  raai 
NavfalA  ~  C 
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BegUcenoe  of  migiftracy  on  the  one  hand,  and 
the  lumost  incredible  exerUons  of  the  mob  on 
the  other,  the  lint  prison  of  this  greet  oonntrj 
WAS  laid  open,  end  the  prisoners  set  free ;  but 
that  Mr.  Akermsn,  whose  house  was  burnt, 
would  have  prevented  all  this,  had  proper  aid 
been  sent  him  in  due  time,  there  can  be  no 
doubt 

Msnv  jean  ago,  a  fire  broke  out  in  the  brick 
part  Which  was  built  as  an  addition  to  the  old 
'  gaol  of  Newgate.    The  prisoners  were  in  oon- 
I  itenation  and  tumult,  callinff  out,  ^  We  shall 
be  burnt,  we  shall  be  burntlDown  with  the 
I  gate!— down  with  the  gate  I**    Mr.Akerman 
hastened  to  them,  showed  himself  at  the  gate, 
and  having,  after  some  confused  vociferation  of 
"*  Hear  him  I  Hear  him  I  **  obtained  a  silent  at- 
tention, he  dien  calmlj  told  diem,  that  the  gate 
I  mut  not  go  down ;  that  thej  were  under  his 
care,  and  ttuit  they  should  not  be  permitted  to 
escape;  but  that  he  could  assure  them  they 
,  need  not  be  afraid  of  being  burnt,  for  that  the 
I  fire  was  not  in  the  prison,  properlj  so  called, 
'  which  was  strongl  j  built  with  stone ;  and  that 
if  tb^  would  engaee  to  be  quiet,  he  himself 
would  come  in  to  tnem,  and  conduct  them  to 
the  farther  end  of  the  building,  and  would  not 
go  oat  till  the/  gave  him  leare.    To  this  pro- 
ponl  they  agreed ;  upon  which  Mr.  Akerman, 
haTing  first  n&ade  them  fall  back  from  the  gate, 
vent  in,  and   with  a  determined  resolution 
ordered  the  outer  turnkey  upon  no  account 
to  open  the  ^te,  even  though  the  prisoners 
(though  he  trusted  they  would  not^  should 
break  their  word,  and  by  force  bring  himself  to 
<irder  it    **  Never  mind  me,**  said  he,  "  should 
that  happen.**     The  prisoners  peac^ly  fol* 
lowed  him,  while  he  conducted  them  thironffh 
pusagcs  of  which  he  had  the  keys  to  the 
extremity  of  the  gao^  which  was  most  distant 
frniB  the  fire.     Having  by  this  very  judicious 
cQodoct  fuHr  satbfied  them  that  there  was  no 
immecyate  risk,  if  anv  at  all,  he  then  addressed 
them  thus:   **  Gentlemen,  you  are  now  con- 
viaoed  that  I  told  vou  true.    I  have  no  doubt 
that  the  enginet  will  soon  extinguish  this  fire : 
(fthcyshoSd  not,  a  sufficient  guwd  will  come, 
and  you  shall  be  all  taken  out  and  lodged  in 
the  compeers.    I  assure  you,  upon  my  word 
wi  honour,  tlmt  I  have  not  a  farthing  insured. 
I  have  left  my  house  that  I  might  take  care  of 
70a.    I  will  keep  my  promise,  and  stav  with 
70a  if  yott  inmat  upon  it ;  but  if  you  will  allow 
ae  to  go  oat  and  look  after  my  family  and  pro- 
perty, I  shall  be  obliged  to  you.**    Struckwith 
his  behawknir,  they  called  out,  **  Master  Aker- 
naa,  you  hawe  doine  brarely ;  it  was  wery  kind 
isyou:  by  all  means  go  and  take  care  of  your 
I'vii  coneemf.**    He  £d  so  accordingly,  while 
tbev  remained,  and  were  all  preserved. 

iohnaon  kaa  been  heard  to  relate  the  sub- 
stance of  this  story  with  high  pnuse,  in  which 
he  waa  joined  by  Mr.  Burke.  My  illustrious 
fricfid,  spesJang  of  Mr.  Akerman's  kindness  to 
hit  BriaMMrs,  pronounced  this  eulogy  upon  his 


eharacter ; — **  He  who  has  Ions  had  constantly 
in  his  wiew  the  worst  of  mankind,  and  is  ^et 
eminent  for  the  humanity  of  his  disposition^ 
must  have  had  it  ori^nally  in  a  great  degree^ 
and  continued  to  cultivate  it  rerj  corefulfy.** 

[JOHNSON  TO  MR&  THRALE. 
(Bxtraeti.) 

••JuM  15.  1780. —  I  was  last  week  at  Bemnfg 
enuMnaHtmw,  and  Reim^  got  her  room  pretty  well 
filled ;  and  there  were  Mrs.  Ord,  and  Mrs.  Horneek, 
and  Mn.  Bunburj,  [p.  140.  n.  7.]  and  other  illus- 
triout  Dsmct,  and  mueb  would  poor  Remty  have 
given  to  have  had  Mrs.  Thrale  too,  and  Queeny, 
and  [Fannj]  Bumey ;  but  human  bappinev  ia 
never  perfect ;  there  ia  alwaya  wm  widr  ajfremae, 
as  Maintenon  complained,  —  tome  craving  void 
left  aching  in  the  hreatt  R^mmy  is  going  to 
Ramsgate ;  and  thus  the  world  drops  away,  and  I 
am  left  ia  the  sultry  town,  to  see  the  sun  in  the 
Orabt  and  perhaps  in  the  Xion,  while  you  are 
paddling  with  the  Nereids.** 

**Ju/g  4.  —  I  have  not  seen  or  done  much  since 
I  had  the  mialbrtune  of  seeing  you  go  away.  I 
waa  one  night  at  Bttmcv*s«  There  were  Pepyi^ 
and  Mrs.  Ord,  and  Paradiset  and  Hoole,  and  Dr. 
Dunbar  of  Aberdeen,  and  I  know  not  how  many 
more ;  and  Fepys  and  I  had  all  the  talk.*' 

JOHNSON  TO  MISS  REYNOLDS. 

**  Bolt  Court,  Juno  16. 1790. 

"  DsAK  Madam,  —  I  anawer  your  letter  as  soon 
as  I  can,  for  I  have  Just  received  it.  I  am  very 
willing  to  wait  on  you  at  all  times,  and  will  sit  for 
the  picture^  and,  if  it  be  necessary,  will  sit  again, 
for  whenever  I  sit  I  shall  be  alwaya  with  you. 

**  Do  not,  my  love,  bum  your  papers.  I  have 
mended  little  but  some  bad  rhymes.'  I  thought 
them  very  pretty,  and  was  much  moved  in  reeding 
them.  The  red  ink  is  only  lake  and  gnoi,  and  with 
a  moist  sponge  will  be  washed  off*. 

**  I  havo  been  out  of  order,  but,  by  bleeding  and 
other  means,  am  now  better.    Let  me  know  on 
which  day  I  shall  come  to  you.    I  am,  ftc, 
—  Rtjfu.  JiiSS.  **  8am.  Johmsom* 

JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  THRALE. 

(^xfrocto.) 

**Lamdm,  JkJg  la  178a--I  sUy  at  home  to 
work,  and  jret  do  not  work  diligently ;  nor  can  tell 
when  I  shall  have  done,  nor  periiape  docs  any  body 
but  myself  wish  me  to  have  done  ;  tor  what  can 
they  hope  I  shall  do  better?  Yet  1  wish  the  work 
waa  oftft  and  I  waa  at  liberty.  Would  I  go  to 
Mrs.  Aston  and  Mra.  Porter,  and  see  the  old  places^ 
and  aigh  to  And  that  my  old  fricada  are  gone  ? 
Would  I  raeal  plana  of  life  which  I  never  brought 
into  practice,  and  hopes  of  eicellenee  which  I  once 
prcaumed,  and  never  have  attained?  Would  I 
compart  what  I  now  am,  with  what  I  once  eipccted 
to  have  been?  Is  it  reasonable  to  wish  for  sng- 
gasdooa  of  shame,  and  opportunities  of  sorrow  ?  ** 


I  Of  • 


(  cow  (by  the  favour  of  Mr.  PoIomt) 
.  md  k  sOMiclvoly,  tnA  msdo  minaroi 
sftor  sU  It  b  act  worth  anch.'—  Ci 


"JufyQl. — I  dined  yesterday  at  Sir  Jodiiiali 
with  Mrs.  Cholmondeley,  and  she  to]d  me  I  was 
the  hest  critic  in  the  world*  and  I  told  her  that  no- 
body in  the  world  could  judge  like  iier  of  the  merit 
of  a  critic.     Op  &inday  I  was  with  Dr.  Lawrence 

and  his  two  sisters-in-law,  to  dine  with  Mr.  G , 

at  Putney.     The  doctor  cannot  hear  in  a  coach 
better  thsn  in  a  room,  and  it  was  but  a  dull  day.** 

*'  August  1.  —  I  sent  to  Lord  Westcote*  about 
bis  brother's  Life ;  but  he  says  he  knows  not  whom 
to  employ,  and  is  sure  I  shall  do  him  no  ti^ury. 
There  is  an  ingoiioos  scheme  to  save  a  day's  work, 
or  part  of  a  day,  utterly  defeated.  Then  what 
«vaUa  it  to  be  wise  ?  The  plain  and  the  artful 
man  must  both  do  their  own  work.  But  I  think  I 
bave  got  a  Life  of  Dr.  Young."' 
—  LetUn. 

JOHNSON  TO  LORD  WESTCOTE. 

-  Bok  Coart,  TleMStrseC,  Jolf  97. 19M. 
Mr  Loui,  ^  Hie  coarse  of  my  ttiidertaking  will 
now  require  a  thoft  lift  of  your  brotiicr,  Lord 
Lyttelton.  My  desire  is  to  avoid  offenee,  and  to 
be  totally  out  of  danger.  I  take  the  libertr  of 
proposing  to  your  lordship,  tfast  the  historioal  ao- 
oount  diould  be  written  imder  your  direetimi  by 
«ny  friend  you  may  be  willii^  to  employ,  and  I 
will  only  take  upon  mysdf  to  examine  the  poetry. 
Four  pages  like  those  of  his  work,  or  even  half  lo 
much,  will  be  sufficient  As  the  press  is  going  on, 
it  will  be  fit  that  I  should  know  what  you  shall  be 
pleased  to  determine.  I  an\  my  Lord,  your  lord- 
abip^  most  bumble  ser?ant, 

<*  Sax.  Jownov." 

JOHNSON  TO  LORD  WESTCOTE. 
**  Bolt  Oaart,  Fleet  Street,  July  M.  1780. 
«  Mr  Loan,  — >  I  wish  it  had  been  oonvenieat  to 
have  bad  that  done  which  I  propoaed.  Ishall  certainly 
aot  wantonly  nor  wtlUngly  ollbnd;  but  when  there 
■re  sodi  near  rclatioaB  UrixML  I  bad  rather  they 
would  please  thcmsetfci.  For  the  life  of  Lord 
Lyttelton  I  shall  need  no  help  ^  it  was  very 
public,  and  I  have  no  need  to  be  minuto.  But  I 
return  your  lordship  thaoks  ibr  your  readiness  to 
help  me.  I  have  another  life  in  hand,  that  of  Mr. 
West*,  about  which  I  am  quite  at  a  loss;  any  in- 
formation respecting  him  would  be  of  great  use  to, 
my  Lord,  your  lordship's  most  humble  servant, 

<*  Sak.  Jormsok.*'] 

In  the  course  of  this  month  mj  brother 


1  Brother  to  the  flrtt  Lord  Lyttelton,  br  which  latter  title 
he  was  afterward*  himself  created  an  BnglHh  peer.  See  tuui. 
p.  SM.  D.  7.  I  have  added  to  the  ttOLt  Us  lattera  to  Lord 
Weiteote. — Cboksb. 

>  From  Bfr.  (afterwardi  Sir)  Herbert  Croft ;  a  Teiy  mode- 
rate prodacUon.  He  died  at  Paris,  after  a  ftfteen  jrean'  reti- 
4letMe  in  that  eltf,  April  97. 1816.  -  Cbokbe. 

*  Gilbert    Wert   was   Lord  WestooCe't    Ant   coosia.  ~  i 
CaoESB,  1847.  I 

4  Now  aettled  in  London Boswiu.     Ai  iutpector  of 

•esmen's  willi  in  the  NavjPaT  Office;  from  wliich  tftiiatloa  . 
be  retired  In  1 638,  and  died  in  '18-16.  ~  CaoKsa. 

*  Mrs.  Fioasi  bat  omitted  the  name,  ske  hftl  know*  wibr. 
— >BoawEi.L.  From  delicacy,  pertiapt,  fearinR  that  nx. 
Boiwell  might  not  like  to  see  hit  name  coupled  with  the 
4aicription  of  Scotland,  at  a  torr^  place"  —  Cbokss. 

*  Dr.  Jobnton  had,  for  iho  last  jrear,  felt  come  allerfation 
of  a  trottbletome  disease  which  had  long  aflbeted  him  ;  this 
relief  he  thus  grataf^Uy  and  deroaUy  acknowledfed:  — 


DftYid*  wailed  upon  Dr.  Jolinm,  vith  Ik 
>  following  letter  of  introduction,  wiuch  I  had 
'  taken  care  dionld  be  lying  ready  od  hig  aninl 

in  London. 

BOSWBLL  TO  JOHNSON. 

*•  Edfaihargh,  AfvB  ».  im 
"  Mr  DKAK  Sir,  —  Thu  will  be  delivered  to  ^ 
by  my  brother  David  on  his  rettim  ftoot  Spsis. 
You  will  be  glad  to  see  the  maa  who  voved  la 
*  stand  by  the  old  castle  of  Auchinleck  with  bait, 
purse,  and  sword  ; '  that  romantic  fiunily  solcmiuij 
devised  by  me^  of  which  you  and  I  talked  «i^ 
oomplaeeney  upon  the  spot.  I  trust  that  tvehc 
years  of  absence  have  not  leoened  his  (eudsl  n* 
tachment,  and  that  you  will  find  him  wortfayof 
being  introduced  to  your  acquaintuiee.  I  hm 
the  honour  to  be,  with  afftctionaCe  Tenerstias,  or 
dear  Sir,  yoar  most  fiudiful  hinnble  servant, 

^  Jambs  BoBviu.' 


Johnson  received 
thiu   mentioned  him 
Thrale*:  — 


Terypolitdy,aidlai 
in   a  letter  to  Mn- 


••  Ihave had  woth  me  a  brother  of  Boiwdl%i  ! 
Spanish  mendiant,  whom  the  war  has  drives  fton  , 
his  rasidcnee  at  Valencia.  He  is  gone  to  mc  bs 
friends,  and  will  find  Scotland  but  a  sorry  pUee 
after  twelve  years*  residence  in  a  happier  clinitL 
He  is  a  very  agreeable  man,  and  ^csks  so 
Scotch."* 

JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  THRALE. 

(ExtnuL) 

**  Asf.  14.  im 
"  I  hope  yon  have  no  dengn  of  stealing  svsf  to 
Italy  before  the  election,  nor  of  leaving  me  bdoBd 
you  ;  though  I  am  not  only  scveafy  but  mso^H^ 
Could  not  you  let  me  lose  a  year  in  ronnd  dbs^ 
hers?     Sweetly,  sweetly,  sings  Dr.  Swift,— 

'  Some  dire  misfortune  to  porttodt 
No  enemy  can  match  a  friend.* 

But  what  if  I  am  wtrnnty^twof  I  remenbcr  iA- 
pitiiu*  says  of  Saint  Martin  —  (now  dist%  disf* 
your  reading) — Eat  amimus  vidtr  mmnuium,  tt  l«^ 
tuti  eedere  ncsojui.  Match  me  that  amoac  ^ 
own  folks.  If  yov  try  to  plagne  ma,  I  dull  tc9 
you  that,  according  to  Galea,  life  begun  te  dsiiit 
fromMirfy-jfee.***] 


•*lkmdqr,  JoaelS — la  the  monriotofthisdnrbilTvJ 
peroelvert  the  remhaloo  of  tboee  caovQliioM  Id  9f  lines 
which  had  distressed  me  for  morv  than  twcetfjvan.  ||^ 
tDmed  thanks  at  charch  for  the  merev  naelsd  bm.  •■" 
has  now  cootlBued  a  year."  Pr.  mtd  MM.  ^  180. -Cm^ 

'  **  The  soul  triamphs  over  veart,  and  dbdtfos  (e  7*^ 
age.**  Sttl|>4tlop  Sofverus.  a  Fmench  lalisisirtrst  enf  • 
boraa.D8Sa  HIg  hirtory  of  bto  wwtPtaynreiT  art  f^ 
St.  Martin  of  Tours,  is  a  sad  record  of  sapersdaso  a' » 
iwsture,  **  written  fe  a  itvie  ne«  oawattfcy  the  Anforttf  J8^ 
So  natufal,"  GitiboQ  adds.  "U  ibe  alHaaoe  8s««eftt|£ 
taste  and  gond  sense,  that  I  am  alwajrs  artaaldfced  lyiv* 
contrast.**    Bm,  v.  88 Caoasa,  ]84r. 

•  Mrs.  Piocsl  at  her  last  Mrtb.4^f  mat  base  ta«s  fi*9- 
so  that  Johnson  auirt  have  alluded  to  the  sprifMvwwi 
in  which  he  had  oalrbrated  Mrs.  Thrale  st  «Mr^ 
(see  mai,  p.lTft  n.  8  and  p.  471.  b.3.)(  hrt  •idcsU|>^ 
nous  were  written.  I  have  Yoand  evideoee  xaift  ^^JV 
hand  that  my  suspicion  was  just*  and  tbsl  ibe  vas  sen  n 
1740,  isew  styk.  ~~  Caonsa. 
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JOHNSON  TO  BBATTIE, 
Ai  Merdeen, 

••  Bolt  Coart,  Fleet  Street,  Aug.  U.  1780. 

•«  Sia,  —  Mora  yaurs'  than  I  have  any  delight  to 
f«ckon  have  paat  nnee  you  and  I  aaw  one  another: 
of  tbis»  howerer,  there  U  no  reamn  for  making  any 
reprehcnaory  eomplaiBt :  —  SSo  fata  fwnuU,  But 
methinks  there  might  pan  eonw  mall  interehange 
of  r^rd  between  us.  If  yon  «iy  that  I  ought  to 
have  vritten,  I  now  write:  and  I  write  to  toll  you, 
that  I  have  much  kindness  for  you  and  Mr^ 
B«*ttie;  and  that  I  wish  your  health  better,  and 
your  life  long.  IVy  change  of  air,  and  oome  a  few 
degrees  southwards.  A  softer  climate  may  do  you 
both  good.  Winter  is  coming  in;  and  London 
nil!  be  wanner,  and  gayer,  and  busier,  and  mora 
fertile  of  amusement  than  Aberdeen, 

"  My  health  ia  better;  but  that  will  ha  Utile  in 
the  balance  when  I  tell  you  that  Mrs.  Montagu 
hM  been  rary  ill*  and  ia,  I  doubt,  now  but  weakly. 
Mr.  Tbrale  hm  bean  very  dangennisly  diaotdarad ; 
bet  is  much  better,  and  I  hope  will  totally  reeoveK 
He  hM  withdrawn  himself  from  business  the  whole 
ramiDcr.  Sir  Joehua  and  hia  slater  ara  well ;  and 
Mr.  Danes  baa  got  great  sueeess  as  an  author', 
generated  by  the  corruption  of  a  bookaeller.'  Mote 
news  I  have  not  to  tell  yon,  and  therafoie  yon 
most  be  eonteoled  with  hearing,  what  I  know  not 
vfaetbcr  yon  mueh  wiafa  to  hear  \  that  I  anii 
&c,  Sam.  Jomaov.** 


JOHNSON  TO  B08WELL. 

**  LoodoD,  Anf.  II.  ITtO. 

"  DxAa  Sia,  —  I  6nd  you  have  taken  one  of 
TDur  6ta  of  tacitismity,  and  have  reaohred  not  to 
write  till  you  are  written  to :  it  is  but  a  peertsh 
hamour,  hot  you  shall  hare  your  way. 

"I  have  sat  at  home  in  Bolt  Court  all  the 
aiBuner,  thinking  to  write  the  Liecs,  and  a  great 
part  of  the  time  only  thinking.  Several  of  them, 
hovevcr,  ara  dona»  and  I  atill  think  to  do  the 
iwt 

**  Mr.  Thrale  and  hia  family  have,  unee  hia  ill- 
Bess,  passed  their  time  6rst  at  Bath,  and  then  at 
Brigbthelmatone  ;  but  I  have  been  at  neither  place. 
I  vottld  have  gosM  to  Lichfield  if  I  could  have  had 
tisM,  and  I  might  haTC  had  time  if  I  had  been 
actire ;  but  I  have  missed  much,  and  done  little. 

'  I  had  been  five  years  absent  from  London.  —  Bbattib. 

«  Meeniac  bit  entertaUiIng  "  Meroolri  of  Darid  Garrkk, 
laq..**  of  wmeh  Johnaon  (ai  Davles  Informed  me)  wrote  the 
k«  teaienee;  tbos  ahrlof,  as  it  were,  the  key-note  to  the 
Hrfwrnaace*  H  la,  iadoad,  very  characterbticml  of  its  au- 
thor :  beffniring  wkh  a  maxim,  and  proeeedloa  to  llluttrate. 
**  All  eicelleace  has  a  rif  bt  to  be  recorded.  I  iball.  there- 
ftm.  think  it  tuperdaoua  to  apologise  for  writing  the  life  of 
«man,  who.  by  an  oocoramon  asieroblage  of  private  Tlrtues, 
a>ioni«d  the  higbost  eminence  In  a  public  profinslon.** — 
BeswitL. 

'  This  meant  that  Davies.  from  hit  adversity  as  a  book- 
■cUer,  had  burst  Into  new  aiid  gaudier  life  at  an  author. 
•>CMMC8a.  The  esprassion  aliudet  to  the  dogma  of  the 
physblogiats,  **  CormpCio  unlus  est  generatio  alteriut." 
Drrden  makes  ota  of  it  [**  The  oorruption  of  a  poet  it  the 
Rcneratioo  of  a  critic"  —  ilrrf.  e^  3d  Miic.  and  '*  The  cor- 
rapcioQ  of  a  poet  Is  the  generation  of  a  statesman  "—  IHf.  qf 
£««■  on  D.  /*.]  :  and  in  Ck>ngreTe*s  Remarks  on  Collier,  I 
flsd.  '*  The  conrupdon  of  a  rotten  divine  is  the  generation  of  a 
x»r  critic."  But  the  allusion  is  to  be  fmmd  still  earlier  In 
the  firit  of  Quevedo's  Vitloni.  **  The  corruption  of  mankind 
h  the  grneratioo  of  a  catchpole.**^  Ftmnereau.  —  WaioBT. 

*  I  with  he  had  oadttad  the  sospleioD  expressed  here. 


«*  In  the  klB  disfrbaneas,  Mr.  Thrale*s  hooaa 
and  stoek  wera  in  great  danger.  The  mob  araa 
pacified  at  their  first  invasion  with  about  fifty 
pounds  in  drink  and  meat;  and  at  their  aeoont^ 
wera  driven  away  by  the  aoldiers.  Mr.  Strahan 
got  a  garrison  into  his  house,  and  maintained  them 
a  ibrtnight :  he  was  so  frighted,  that  he  removed 
part  of  his  goods.  Mrb  Williama  took  ahelter  in 
the  country. 

**  I  know  not  whether  I  ahall  get  a  ramble  this 
autumn.  It  ia  now  about  the  time  when  we  wera 
traTelling.  I  have^  however*  better  health  than  I 
had  then,  and  hope  you  and  I  may  ^et  ahow  our- 
selves on  acme  part  of  EurepCb  Asia,  or  Africa.' 
In  the  mean  time  let  ua  play  no  trick,  but  keep 
each  othcr'a  kindneaa  by  idl  mcana  in  our  power. 

•*  The  bearar  of  thia  is  Dr.  Dunbar  of  Aberdeen, 
who  has  written  and  puUiabed  a  very  ingenioua 
book',  and  who  I  think  has  a  kindnaia  for  me^ 
and  will,  when  he  knows  you,  have  a  kindness 
for  you. 

••  I  suppose  your  little  ladies  are  grown  tall ;  and 
your  son  has  become  a  learned  young  man.  I  love 
them  all,  and  I  lora  your  naughty  lady,  whom  I 
never  shall  persuade  to  love  me.  When  the  Ziest 
aradonob  I  shall  send  them  to  complete  her  oollee- 
tion,  but  must  send  them  in  paper,  as,  for  want  of 
a  pattern,  I  cannot  bind  them  to  fit  the  rest  I  am, 
Sir,  yours  most  affectionately,     Sam.  Jobhsow.** 

This  year  he  wrote  to  t  jonng  dergymaa* 
in  the  country  the  following  yery  ezoeUent 
letter,  which  contains  valuable  advice  to  divines 
in  general :  — 

TO  A  YOUNG  CLERGYMAN. 

*•  Bolt  Court,  Aug.  SO.  1780. 

"  DaAa  Sia,  —  Not  many  days  sgo  Dr.  Law- 
rence showed  me  a  letter,  in  which  you  make 
mention  of  me :  I  hope,  therefore,  you  will  not  be 
displeased  that  I  endeavour  to  preserve  vour  goo^ 
will  by  soma  observations  which  your  letter  sug- 
gested to  me. 

**  You  are  afraid  of  fidling  into  some  impropri^ 
ties  in  the  daily  service  by  reading  to  an  audience 
that  requires  no  exactness.  Your  fear,  I  hopet 
seenres  you  from  danger.  They  who  contract 
absurd  habits  are  such  aa  have  no  fear.     It  ia  in»- 


thoagh  I  believe  he  meant  nothing  but  Jocularity ;  for.thoash 
he  and  I  diflhrMi  stimedmee  ia  opiitton.  he  well  knew  how 
nmch  I  loved  and  revered  him.— BaaTna. 


s  It  vtll  nodoabt  be  remarked  bow  he  avoids  thei 

land  nf  An^erim.  This  poU  me  in  mind  of  an  anecdote,  Ibr 
which  I  am  obliged  to  my  worthy,  toclal  Mend,  Governor 
Richard  Pean.  ^  At  one  of  Mitt  B.  Hervey'i  •ttembllos. 
Dr.  Johnson  was  following  her  up  and  down  the  room  i  upon 
which  Lord  Ablngton  observed  to  her.  *  Your  great  nrleDd  Is 
very  fond  of  you  ;  you  ran  go  nowhere  without  him.'  *  Av,* 
laid  the.  *  he  would  follow  me  to  any  pvt  of  the  world.* 
•  Then,  said  th^  Earl.  »atk  him  to  go  with  you  to  America.*  •* 
—  Bo«>wBLL.  This  Irfdr  wat  Mitt  Rllsabeth  Hervev, daughter 
of  William,  brother  of  Johnoon't  two  friends,  Thomas  aad 
Henry  Hervej.  Sha  waa  bora  in  1790,  aad  died  at  a  very 
advanced  age,  unmarried.  —  Caoasa. 

•  "  Bttayt  on  the  HIttorv  of  Mankind.**  — .  Boswsu..  Sea 
tome  arcount  of  this  profeitor.  In  the  first  volume  of  the 
Memoin  of  hit  pupil,  81r  James  Mackintosh.— Caoaaa, 
183S. 

7  Probably  the  Reverend  George  Strahan.  who  unwar* 
rantably.  at  i  think,  piihllthMl  hit>rAyers  and  MedUatioms. 
The  letter  Ittelf  It  a  most  valuable  ma.^  Caoasa. 
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possible  to  do  the  Mine  thing  very  often  without 
tome  peeuliarity  of  manner:  but  that  manner  may 
be  good  or  bad,  and  a  little  care  will  at  leaat 
preserve  it  from  being  bad :  to  make  it  good,  there 
must,  I  think,  be  something  of  natural  or  casual 
felicity,  which  cannot  be  taught. 

^  Your  present  methoci  of  making  your  sermons 
seems  very  Judicious.  Few  frequent -preachers  can 
be  supposed  to  have  sermons  more  their  own  than 
yours  will  be.  Take  eare  to  register,  somewhere 
or  other,  the  authors  from  whom  your  several  dis- 
courses are  borrowed  ;  and  do  not  imagine  that  you 
shall  always  remember,  even  what,  perhaps,  you 
now  think  it  impossible  to  forget. 

**  My  advice,  however,  is,  that  you  attempt,  from 
time  to  time,  an  original  sermon;  and,  in  the 
labour  of  composition,  do  not  burden  your  mind 
with  too  much  at  once ;  do  not  exact  from  yourself 
at  one  eSbrt  of  excogitation,  propriety  of  thought 
and  eWgance  of  expression.  Invent  first,  and  then 
embellish.  The  production  of  something,  where 
nothing  was  before,  is  an  act  of  greater  energy 
than  the  expansion  or  decoration  of  the  thing 
produced.  Set  down  diligently  your  thoughts  as 
they  rise  in  the  first  words  that  occur ;  and  when 
you  have  matter  you  will  easily  give  it  form ;  nor, 
perhaps,  will  this  method  be  always  necessary ;  for, 
by  habit,  your  thoughts  and  diction  will  fiow 
together. 

**  The  composition  of  sermons  is  not  very  dif- 
ficult :  the  divisions  not  only  help  the  memory  of 
the  hearer,  but  direct  the  judgment  of  the  writer : 
tbey  supply  sources  of  invention,  and  keep  every 
part  in  its  proper  place. 

**  What  I  like  least  in  your  letter  is  your  account 
of  the  manners  of  your  parish ;  from  which  I 
gather,  that  it  has  b«en  long  ne^^lected  by  the 
parson,  llic  Dean  of  Carlide  (Dr.  Percy),  who 
was  then  a  little  rector  in  Northamptonshire,  told 
me,  that  it  might  be  discerned  whether  or  no  there 
was  a  clergyman  resident  in  a  parish,  by  the  civil 
or  savage  manner  of  the  people.  Such  a  congrega- 
tion as  yours  stands  in  need  of  much  reformation : 
and  I  would  not  have  you  think  it  impossible  to 
reform  them.  A  very  savage  parish  was  civilised 
by  a  decayed  gentlewoman,  who  came  among  them 
to  teach  a  petty  school.  My  learned  friend.  Dr. 
Wlieeler,  of  Oxfi»rd,  when  he  vras  a  young  man, 
had  the  eare  of  a  neighbouring  parish  for  fifteen 
pounds  a  year,  which  he  was  never  psid ;  but  he 
counted  it  a  convenience,  that  it  compelled  him  to 
make  a  sermon  weekly.  One  woman  he  could  not 
bring  to  the  communion ;  and  when  he  reproved  or 
exhorted  her,  she  only  answered,  that  she  was  no 
scholar.  He  was  advised  to  set  some  good  woman 
or  man  of  the  parish,  a  little  wiser  than  herself,  to 
talk  to  her  in  a  language  level  to  her  mind.  Such 
honest,  I  may  call  them  holy,  artifices  must  be 
practised  by  every  clergyman ;  for  all  means  must 
be  tried  by  which  souls  may  be  saved.  Talk  to 
your  people,  however,  as  much  as  you  can ;  and 
you  will  find,  that  the  more  frequently  you  con- 
verse with  them  upon  religious  subjects^  the  more 
willingly  they  will  att^md,  and  the  more  submia- 
sively  tbey  will  letrn.  A  clergyman's  diligence 
always  maikes  him  venerable.  1  Uiink  I  have  now 
only  to  say,  that,  in  the  momentous  work  you  have 


lUs  l«ttari  to  Mrs.  Thrale.—  Boawsix. 


niideftakcn«  I  pray  God  to  bksi  yen,    I  sd,  Sr,  I 
ftct  Sail  Johxios." 

My  next  letters  to  bim  were  dated  34tk  > 
Augtut,  6th  September,  and  1st  October,  aad 
from  them  I  extract  the  foUowtag  psMges:-  , 

«  My  brother  David  and  I  Hod  the  leaf4BdQ]f«J  | 
fancy  of  our  comfortable  meeting  agaia  st  AiKhift. 
leek  so  well  realised,  that  it  in  some  degree  cosSnsi 
the  pleasing  hope  of   0/  jwMwIsnisi  dim!  is  • 
future  state. 

**  I  beg  that  you  may  never  again  bsrboQr  a 
suspieioo  of  my  indulging  a  peevish  bunour,  or 
playing  tricks ;  yon  wiU  rceoUcet  thai  vbcs  I 
confessed  to  you  Uiat  I  had  once  been  inteatioDiiiT 
silent  to  try  your  regard,  I  gave  yoo  ny  vonl  mi 
honour  that  I  would  not  do  ao  again. 

**  I  rq'oice  to  bear  of  your  good  ststc  of  heiitb ; 
I  pray  God  to  continue  it  long.    I  hate  oAeo  utd 
that  I  would  willingly  have  ten  years  aUcd  to  c? 
life,  to  have  ten  taken  from  yours ;  1  mcsi^  tiii  I  ' 
would  bo  ten  years  older  to  have  yen  tmjmt 
yotmger.     But  let  me  be  thankftd  for  tbc  xan 
during  which  I  have  enjoyed  your  (riendshipi  ^  > 
please  myself  with  the  hopes  of  ei^{oyiagitiB3ot 
years  to  come  in  this  stale  of  bein^  trustifig  al*«^ 
that  in  another  state  we  shall  meet  never  to  br 
separated.     Of  this  we  can  form  no  aotioa;  bs:  , 
the  thought,  though  indlstinet,  is  ddi^sl,  «te 
the  mind  is  calm  and  clear. 

«*  The  riots  in  London  wvrc  certainly  kornlu 
but  you  give  me  no  account  of  yoor  own  ntsstA 
during  the  barbarous  anarchy.     A  descriptias  .^ 
it    by  Dr.  Johnson  would  be  a  great  psiBODs'.  , 
you  might  write  another  *  London,  a  Pocai.' 

**  I  am  charmed  with  your  eaodesendiBg  ifie> 
tionate  expression,  *let  ua  keep  eoeh  etbtf't  Li*^ 
ncss  by  all  the  meana  in  our  power.'  My  nvno^ 
(Kend  I  how  elevating  is  it  to  my  mind,  tkst  I  la 
found  worthy  to  be  a  companioo  to  Dr.  Ssvsrt 
Johnson!  AH  that  you  have  said  in  ^m^'^ 
praise  of  Mr.  Walmsley,  I  have  long  lbr«dx  ' 
you ;  but  we  are  both  Toriea,  which  bss  a  nry  ^ 
neral  influence  upon  our  seodmenla.  I  bepr  i>^ 
you  will  agree  to  meet  me  at  York,  ahoot  tbeiv< 
this  month ;  or  if  you  will  eome  to  Csrtak.  t^ 
would  be  better  still,  in  ease  the  deaabr 
Please  to  consider,  that  to  keep  each  elhcr\ 
ncss,  we  should  every  year  have  that  fiee 
intimate  communieatioa  of  nund 
only  when  we  are  together.  We  shooU  bsw  M* 
our  sdemn  and  our  pleasant  talk. 

••  I  write  now  for  the  third  tmm^U%Ajf^ 
my  desire  for  our  meeting  this  aartMsa  b  ^ 
increased.  I  wrote  to  •  Squtre  Oodfiey  BcsnII*  . 
my  Yorkshire  ekUf,  that  I  shocJd.  psriar*  ^ 
him  a  visit,  •*  I  wss  to  bold  a  eoafofimar  v^  ^ 
Johnson  at  York.  I  give  ym  my  «^  ^ 
honour  that  I  said  not  a  word  of  his  iariu^  7* 
but  he  wrote  to  me  aa  followB;  — 

**  *  I  need  not  teU  yoo  I  shall  btksm  ^  * 
you  here  the  latter  cod  of  this  msatk  •  f^ 
propose ;  and  I  shall  Kkewiae  be  ia  hsp«  t^  ?* 
will  persuade  Dr.  Johaaea  to  iaiih  the 
here.  It  will  add  to  tho  fovoor  «f 
company,  if  you  prevail  «p«»  — ''  —    '"**  ^ 


n.l.-C 
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assist  your  obttrrfttions.  I  have  often  been  en- 
tertained with  his  writings,  and  I  once  belonged  to 
1  club  of  which  be  wa»  m  member,  and  I  nercr 
ipeut  an  erening  there,  but  I  beard  aometbing 
from  htm  well  worth  remembering.* 

*'  We  hsTe  thaa»  mj  dear  Sir,  good  comfortable 
quartcrt  in  the  neighbourhood  of  York,  where  you 
■ajr  be  assured  we  shall  be  heartily  welcome.  I 
pray  yju,  then,  reaoWe  to  set  out ;  and  let  not  the 
year  17  RO  be  a  bbnk  in  our  social  calendar,  and  in 
that  record  of  wisdom  and  wit,  which  I  keep  with 
•omueh  diligence,  to  your  honour,  and  the  in- 
•traction  and  delist  of  others." 

Mr.  Thnle  had  now  mother  contest  for  the 
representation  in  pArliament  of  the  borough  of 
Southwarki  and  Johnson  kindly  lent  him  his 
•9si.«tanoe  by  writing  mdyertisements  and  letters 
for  him*.  I  shall  insert  one  as  a  specimen. — 


TO  Tax  woaniT  XLtcfoas  or  the  aoaoooH  or 


**  soothwk.  s«pc.  ft.  iraa 

**  Gkvtlimsii,  -^  A  new  parliament  being  now 
cili«d,  I  again  solicit  the  honour  of  betn^  elected 
for  ou  of  your  representattves  ;  and  solicit  it  with 
the  greater  eonfidence,  as  I  am  not  conscious  of 
Uuag  ntglectod  my  duty,  or  of  liaving  acted 
otberwUe  than  as  becomes  the  independent  re- 
pre«eotati?e  of  independent  constituents  —  superior 
lo  tc2T,  hope,  and  expectation,  who  has  no  private 
purpotes  to  promote,  and  whose  prosperity  is 
involTed  in  the  prosperity  of  his  country.  As  my 
tfcoftrj  from  a  wm  severe  distemper  is  not  yet 
pevfiec*^  I  have  declined  to  attend  the  Hall,  and 
kope  sn  omission  ao  ncccaaary  will  not  be  harshly 
emtured. 

**  I  can  only  send  my  respectful  wishes,  that  all 
ymu  deliberations  may  tend  to  the  happiness  of 
^  kingdom,  and  the  peace  of  the  borough.  I  am, 
Gcntlfiacn,  your  most  faithful  and  obedient  servant, 

••  HaMar  THaALa.** 


'  H«  evm  look  aporsosal  port  lo  It.  Mrs.  Plossi  aaya, "  A 
"■''^AielMlloa  oBoo  ahovod  om  tola  teloraCkm  oT  bototaroua 
M^tk.  aii4  lilt  eooloat  la  tho  eosapoiif  of  people  vbos  one 
••«14  k4to  ihoiMht  at  aral  algtat  Uttlo  cslculatod  for  hto  ao- 
2^J'  A  foaga  Mow  ODO  day  oo  aeeh  so  oeeaaioo,  a  hatter 
"T  ir*^  aoaaiff  Dr.  lolmaoB*s  baavor  hat  In  a  atatooT  doeay, 
"■■•^  a  aaMsHf  with  ooo  hand,  «ad  daoplns  blm  oo  tba 
kMt  «UJitkoo&erx  «  Ah.  Maater  Johaaoo,*  aaja  ho,  •  thU 
»  M  Um  10  ho  tMahhw  ahotti  km,*  «  No,  no.  Sir.*  ropUoa 
^  o»'tw  hi  ashesrAarieae,  *  hata  ate  of  DO  uao  BOW,  aa  70U 
"i<  «*«>ia  tottwew  yla  tho  air  and  husaa  with  1 1 

'Wirpiei^lhs 
«r  Arthur  OMl 

^  ■'IfiiiliH,  ITtOt  whca  Lord 'SouthwoU  dledt  a  loaa 
?•«**  riM  aotor  eaMod  lo  laaaont  UU  tho  hoar  of  nor  ova 
te  hor  otghtir^rst  yoar,  Aofual  IS.  ISOL  Tho 
Bpio  of  ploCy  and  fortltttdo"  to  which  Dr. 
was  the  ao&sBltUof ,  whoa  poac  hor  Sftlcth 
ly  p^ffttl  aarf  icaI  oparatlon,  which  aho 
Btfaoroloary  fimiieaa  and  conpoaoro,  not 
le  as  tied  lo  her  chair,  nor  uttoriag  a  aloglo 
trthoio  of  aflheilOQ  to  the  mooMirj  of 
Mo  and  excollMit  poraooa,  who  wore  not 
MM  ffl<thnoii>ii  by  iiMir  piocj,  bencdcenec.  and  unboundMl 
^*^y.thoo  hyasaaiky  of  mannora  which  ondaarMl  Uteaa 
y-  «.i  «ao  hoow  thaaa,  U  la  hoped,  will  bo  fursf  von  from  one 
*'  •m  hoaouiod  by  iboir  kJndocaa  and  frleaaahlp  froaa  hla 
c^Ubodd.  •«  MaaoHS. 

'  ri>eonc.neottd  Lord  Soiithwall,  who  waa  bom  Jan.  7. 
'«^»  and  died  hi  Loadaa.  Mor.  IS.  I7M .    JoUnaoo  waa  wvU 


ilor,  and  000  of 

J.  8ho  waa  aaarrlad  lo  1741  lo 
iua  Goans.  tho  third' Baroa,  and  Srat  Viacoonl,  Soath- 
•adUvoTwIia  bin  la  tboaaoat  parfoctcoonuMal  MIelty, 


danahl 
«;,Kaq 


toaa 


JOHNSON  TO  VISCOUNTESS 
SOUTHWELL', 

"  Bolt  Court,  Flaet  Street,  Sept.  9.  iTMi 

**  Madam,  —  Among  the  numerous  addresses  of 
condolence  which  your  great  loss  must  hare  oc- 
casioned, be  pleased  to  receive  this  from  one  whose 
name  perhaps  you  have  never  heard,  and  to  whom 
your  ladyship  is  known  only  by  the  reputation  of 
your  virtue,  and  to  whom  your  lord  was  known 
only  by  his  kindness  and  bene6cence. 

'*  Your  ladjrship  is  now  again  summoned  to  exert 
that  piety  of  which  you  once  gave,  in  a  state  of 
pain  and  danger,  so  illustrious  an  example ;  and 
your  lord*s  beneficence  may  be  still  continued  by 
those  who  with  his  fortune  inherit  his  virtues. 

**  I  hope  to  be  forgiven  the  liberty  which  I  shall 
take  of  informing  your  ladyship,  that  Mr.  Mauri- 
tius Lowe,  a  son  of  your  late  lord's  £ither  *,  had,  by 
recommendation  to  your  lord«  a  quarterly  allowance 
of  ten  pounds,  the  last  of  which,  due  July  26.,  he 
has  not  received :  he  was  in  hourly  hope  of  his 
remittance,  and  flattered  himself  that  on  October 
26.  he  should  have  received  the  whole  half-year's 
bounty,  when  he  was  struck  with  the  dreadful 
news  of  his  bene&ctor*s  death. 

**May  I  presume  to  hope,  that  his  want,  his 
relation,  and  his  merit,  which  excited  his  lordship's 
charity,  will  continue  to  have  the  same  effect  upon 
those  whom  he  has  lefk  behind ;  and  that,  though 
he  has  lost  one  friend,  he  may  not  yet  be  destitute. 
Your  ladyship*s  charity  cannot  easily  be  exerted 
where  it  is  wanted  more ;  and  to  a  mind  like  yours, 
distress  is  a  sufficient  recommendation.  I  hope  to 
be  allowed  the  honour  of  being.  Madam,  &c., 

••Sam.  JoaasoN.*** 

On  his  birthday,  Johiuon  has  this  note :  — 

••  I  am  now  beginning  the  seventy-second  year 
of  my  li£»,  with  more  strength  of  body  and  greater 
vigour  of  mind  than  I  think  is  common  at  that 


seqasiatadwltk  thla  ooblcBBaB,aad  aald,**howas  tho  highaat 
brod  man.  without  Insolaaco,  that  bo  waa  ovor  la  eompaaf 
with.*'  Hla  founfor  brother,  Bdnuod  SoothwoU,  Uvad  In 
iathnacr  wUh  JoJuiaoa  for  saanj  voara.  8«o  an  aeeouot  of 
bha  la  **  Hawklna'a  Ufa.'*  p.  4a.  Ho  died  in  London, 
Not.  n.  I77S.  In  oppoalUoo  to  tho  knlfht'a  onfhvourablo 
ifpnaantalhai  ei  thla  faotloaaan,  to  hiai  1  waa  Indobtod  for 

a  Srat  IntroductioB  lo  iohnaoa.    1  take  thla  opportunity  to 
.  that  ho  appaorod  lo  bo  a  ploua  aaan,  and  waa  ^•rj 
I  oC  laadlna  tbo  eeavoraatlaB  to  roUgtooa  aublocta.  — 
Hawaioala  account  la  not  othwwiao  **  unCivoar- 
raprvaanllnthUa  aa  laboortng,  like  hla  Mend 
r  the  double  atrllon  ef  poyaf^aadblpotboa- 


able"  than  tai 


4  AaMmast  tho  papora  of  Mr 
Itauad,  la  Dr.  Johaaoa'a ' 
latter  which,  no  doubt.  Job 
friend,  and  which  waa  probably 
SoothwcU.    It  baa  booa  eoasBui 


**  Mv  Loao^Tho  sllowi 
me,  I  recrivod  00  tbo 
whldi  It 


(aoo  ontf ,  pw  flSS.)  was 
tbo  followlaf  draft  of  a 

w^a^^uw^a^^^aa   aapa     laev   Wr^^^^^ 

to  the  BOW  Lord 
lo  BBS  bj  Mr.  Mark* 


which  you  sro  ploasad  to  sasko 
by  Mr.  Pugat.   Of  tbo  Joy 

you 


Imashia  aiy'dUtrsaa.  It  waa  long  since  I  bad  known 
a  morning  withoot  solldtude  for  noon,  or  bin  down  at  night 
without  foreaootag,  wlib  terror,  tbodlatraaaoa  of  tbo  momiog. 
My  dobta  were  aiull,  but  aaaay  1  my  crodltora  ware  poor, 
and  therofbro  troubloiouii.  (n  Inta  mlaciy  your  lordaoln't 
bounty  haa  given  bm  aa  laleraiiaaloo.  May  yoor  locdihlp 
live  long  lo  do  much  good,  sad  to  do  far  auny  what  you  bare 
done  for,  my  lord,  your  lordablp^a,  Ac, 
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Bat  still  be  ooimJaiiis  of  daeplcM  nights 
and  idle  dajs,  and  iorgeftfiilneM,  or  neglect  of 
resolutions.  He  thus  pathetically  expresses 
himself: 

**  Surelj  I  ahsll  not  spend  ny  whole  life  with 
ID  J  own  total  disappiobstioo.*'  (iV.  amd  Mad,, 
p.  185.) 

Mr.  Macbean,  whom  I  hare  mentioned  more 
than  once,  as  one  of  Johnson's  humble  friends^ 
a  deserving  but  unfortunate  man,  beinff  now 
oppressed  by  age  and  poverty,  Johnson  so&cited 
the  Lord  Chucellor  Thurlow  to  have  him 
admitted  into  the  Charter*housa.  I  take  the 
liberty  to  insert  his  lordship's  answer,  as  I  am 
eager  to  embrace  every  occasion  of  augmenting 
the  respectable  notion  which  should  ever  be 
entertamed  of  my  illustrious  friend:  — 

LORD  THURLOW  TO  JOHNSON. 

•*  LoadoD,  Oct.  S4. 1780. 
«•  So,— I  have  this  moment  received  your  letter 
dated  the  1 9tb,  and  returned  from  Bath.  In  the 
beginning  of  the  summer  I  pUecd  one  in  the 
Chartreux,  without  the  ■anction  of  a  reeommenda- 
tion  10  distinct  and  to  authoritative  as  yours  of  Mac- 
bean;  and  I  am  afraid  that,  according  to  the 
establishment  of  the  house,  the  opportunity  of 
making  the  charity  so  good  amends  will  not  soon 
recur,  fiut  whenever  a  vacancy  shall  happen,  if 
you  *11  fiivour  me  with  notice  of  it,  I  will  try  to  re- 
ooounend  him  to  the  place*  even  thourii  it  should 
not  be  my  turn  to  nominate.  I  am.  Sir,  with  great 
regard,  your  most  fiutbfiil  and  obedient  servant, 

••  TifuaLOw." 

Mr.  Macbean  was,  however,  on  Lord  Thnr- 
low's  nomination,  admitted  into  the  Chartreux 
in  April  1781 ;  on  which  occasion  Dr.  Johnson, 
with  that  benevolence  by  which  he  was  uni- 
formly actuated,  wrote  the  following  letter, 
whicli,  for  the  sake  of  connexion,  may  properly 
be  introduced  here :  — 

JOHNSON  TO  DR.  VYSE, 


•*  IMt  Ceart,  April  10. 1781. 
"  Rav.  So, — Hie  bearar  b  oos  of  my  old  friend% 
a  man  of  grcat  Issmin^  whom  the  ehsastllor  has 
been  plesssd  to  nominate  to  the  Chartmix.  He 
attends  bis  grace  the  aiehbishop,  to  take  the  oath 
required ;  and  being  a  modest  sehokr,  will  cMape 
embarrassmeni,  if  you  ars  so  kind  as  to  introduce 
him,  by  which  you  will  do  a  kindoem  to  a  man  of 
great  aneri^  and  add  saoiher  to  those  finrours 
which  have  sbcady  bosn  eenfcmd  by  you  en, 
Sir,  &&,  Sax.  Jomnoir.* 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELU 

**OeLlT.  mo. 
««DBaa  Sm^—Iam  assry  to  writs  you  a  letter 
that  will  not  please  you,  snd  yet  it  ii  at  iait  what  I 

>**  Kit.  Tbrrie  Mt  this  wy  aeotelv.  Whra,  alter  Mr. 
Thrris'titelh.afrtaodoriCr.HcBryTkoniloa  thmaoM- 
didate  for  SouthwulucaBTaMed  Mn.  ThrmI*  IbrlMr  InteretC, 
•he  replted.  "I  wtoli  jov  IHrad  fUoetM,  nd  tbtok  he  wUl 
h«v«  III  — he  naf  probaMy  come  to  for  two  partUmeDts ; 
but  If  he  triea  for  a  third,  were  he  aa  aagel  from  heaven,  the 


^Ivetodo.  This  year  anutpsMvithoBtttiA< 
terview ;  the  summer  has  been  fixdi^j  loit,  Li< 
many  other  of  my  summers  and  wiatcfk  I  hucj 
«w  a  green  field,  but  ttaid  in  tovn  to  worlc,  wiu- 
out  working  much. 

•«  Mr.  Tbrale*s  loss  of  health  hss  Imt  b'ns  tlx 
election';  he  is  now  going  to  Brubtbclimtocc. 
and  expects  me  to  go  with  him ;  saa  bov  loo;  I 
■hall  stay,  I  cannot  telL  I  do  not  nticb  Ule  tL 
place,  but  yet  1  shall  go^  and  stay  while  my  lUr  is 
deiired.  We  miiat,  therefeee,  contMt  ounri«n 
with  knowing  what  we  know  sa  wdU  si  mm  oc 
know  the  mind  of  man,  that  we  love  one  aaocbtr. 
and  that  we  wish  each  other's  hsppinam,  aad  tfatt 
the  lapse  of  a 


•«I  was  plesssd  to  ha  told  that  I  asnimd  Vn 
Boswoll  unjustly,  in  supposing  that  ihe  bma  m 
ill-wilL  I  love  you  so  much,  that  I  wooUbcfki 
to  love  all  that  love  you,  and  that  you  love;  vjC  I 
liave  love  very  ready  for  MrL  BoiveQ,  if  ^ 
thinka  it  worthv  of  acoaptaase.  I  bops  til  i^ 
young  ladies  sad  gentlessen  are  welL 

*«  I  take  a  grcat  liking  to  your  brother.  Be  ttk 
me  that  his  fiither  reeerred  him  kindly,  bai  bbi 
fondly:  however,  you  seem  to  have  livd  vtk 
enough  at  Auchinlcck,  while  you  stsU.  Ifah 
your  frther  ss  happy  as  you  ess. 

"  Tou  ktcly  told  me  of  your  hesllh:  I  SM  «C 
you  in  return,  that  my  health  has  bam  fcr  mm 
than  a  year  past  better  than  it  has  bssa  fcr  utf^ 
years  before.  Perhaps  it  muy  plasm  6ed lsr« 
us  tome  time  together  before  we  n%  psrtiA.  1a 
dear  Sir,  your%  most  sflTectiuaafdy, 

'•San.  Jeasssf.* 

JOHNSON  TO  DH.  VTS£» 
Ai 


««  Sia,— I  hope  yon  wiU  fomv*  the  lihvti  I 

se,  m  solicuing  your  mterpoaif 
tho  asehbiabofi :  my  fini  _ 
and  I  therefore  venture  on  a 

**  The  matron  of  the  Chartreux  ii  sbset  to  n- 
sign  her  place;  and  Bfra.  Tlimniinlia^.  a  dmftsp 
of  the  late  Dr.  Swinfen*,  who  ww  weQ  kasec  «> 
your  fother*,  is  deeiraus  of  smossadiag  km:  ^ 
hss  been  accustomed  by  keeping  a  basidlaf^v 
to  the  cere  of  children,  and  I  think  is  ssry  liki*!  * 
disthatge  her  duty.  She  is  in  yuss  diMa  ^ 
therefore  may  probably  reoeive  the  bm*  ^  * 
chafittble  fouaMoo.  If  yom  «Mi  tossiba;.* 
will  be  wilUng  to  give  an  aeBeuBtef  r 

••If  you  shall  be  plmsiit,  Sk.  Ss 
fovouraMy  to  hia  graces  yam  will  da  i 
kindness  to^  Sur,  yours,  &e.» 


Being  disappointod  in  asiy 
Johnson  this  year,  so  thai  X 


of  hia  admirable  sayiaga,  I  shaU 
for  thb  want  by  inserting  a  coHnrtiwi 
for  which  I  am  indebted  to  my 


people  of  Southvara 


Jfto 

•  See  Mtf.  p.  4.  a.  I — C 

VVM,  who  I 

ie«. 


Lp.e^-< 


Mr.  Langton,  wbose  kind  commanications 
have  been  sepantelj  interworen  in  many  parts 
of  this  work.  Very  few  articles  of  this  collec- 
tion were  oommitted  to  writing  by  himself,  he 
Dot  having  that  habit ;  which  lie  regrets,  and 
which  those  who  know  the  numerons  oppor- 
tunities he  had  of  gathering  the  rich  fruits  of 
JahuomoH  wit  and  wisdom,  must  ever  rupret. 
,  I  however  foitnd,  in  conyersation  with  aim, 
i  that  a  good  store  of  JoHiraoiiiA.NA  was  trea- 
lured  in  his  mind ;  and  I  compared  it  to  Her- 
enlaaeum,  or  some  old  Roman  field,  which, 
when  duar,  fully  rewards  the  labourer  employed. 
The  authenticity  of  every  article  is  unques- 
tionable. For  the  ezpteMions,  I,  who  wrote 
them  down  in  liis  presence,  am  partly  answer- 
able. 

**  Theocritus  is  not  deserring  of  Terr  high 
respect  as  a  writer ;  as  to  the  pastoral  part, 
Virgil  is  very  evidently  superior.  He  wrote, 
when  there  had  been  a  larger  influx  of  know- 
ledge into  the  world  than  when  Theocritus 
liveU.  Theocritus  does  not  abound  in  deaerip- 
tioo,  though  living  in  a  beautiful  conntiy :  tne 
minnen  painted  are  coarse  and  gro«.  Virgil 
has  much  more  description,  more  sentiment, 
more  of  nature,  and  more  of  art  Some  of  the 
most  exodlent  parts  of  Theocritus  are,  where 
Ctstor  and  Pollux,  going  with  the  other  Ar- 
ITonantt,  land  on  the  Sebrycian  coast,  and 
there  fall  into  a  dispute  with  Amycua,  the  kiiw 
of  that  country :  which  is  as  well  conducted 
M  Eoripidea  could  have  done  it;  and  the 
battle  is  well  r^ted.  Afierwnrda  they  carry 
off  a  woman,  whose  two  brothers  come  to 
ncof tr  her,  and  expostulate  with  Castor  and 
Pollnx  OB  their  iinustioe;  but  thev  pi^  no 
^mrd  to  the  brotJieri,  and  a  battle  ensues, 
*here  Csstor  and  his  brother  are  triumphant. 
Theocritus  seems  not  to  have  seen  that  the 
brothen  have  the  advantage  in  their  tnpH 
neat  over  his  Argonaut  heroes.  ^The  Sieiuan 
Goinps  *  is  a  piece  of  merit. 

*"  GaQimaehns  is  a  writer  of  little  excellence. 
^  chief  thing  to  be  learned  from  him  is 
Us  leeottttt  of  fUtes  and  HfythologT;  wlueh, 
i^oQgh  desirable  to  be  known  lor  the  sake  of 
VMSerttandiiMP  odier  perta  of  ancient  authora, 
•  the  least  peering  or  valuabk  p«t  of  theb 
vritiM. 

**  luittaire*s  noeovnt  of  the  Stepheni  is  a 
^▼y  book.  He  seems  to  have  been  a  puxsle- 
^^tded  man,  with  a  large  share  of  scholarship ; 
hat  with  Utile  geometry  or  logic  in  his  heM« 
without  method,  and  possaascd  of  little  genius. 
He  wrote  Latin  verses  ftom  time  to  time,  and 
piblidMl  a  set  IB  his  old  ^e,  whieh  he  called 

'  ^  vaattf  •*l«ratag  md  IMU"  ta  not  rivlnf  Kogllth 
*■>•  ctaMlol  laiiutmi  (If  that  b«  JoksMnS  mwahif )  It 
■Afanitclurfi  ^ataal  luctalr*.  whoM  Brmatm  m  mora 
■W'totbtfw  iiiii^iif— ■wca.    irh«a^**CMt«rat** 


IflM 

^j*nw  (Collar)  K^uem  (Sir  Rkbafri  BNyt).    W«  httf 

Mtutnt  **  MMfflM    Steft*MtfnMM  9ff^  tmit&nU^  **  Nar 

^  ^'«  iiiiliiiii^Ka^fffrrwF— a<i#*«itrw»;  M  that 


*  jSlnis2ia ; '  in  which  he  shows  so  little  learning 
or  taste  in  writmg,  as  to  moke  Carteret  a 
dactyl.  In  matters  of  genealogy  it  is  neces- 
sary to  give  the  bare  names  as  they  are ;  but 
in  poetxj,  aud  in  prose  of  any  elegance  in  the 
writing,  tiiey  require  to  have  inflection  >  given 
to  them.  His  book  of  the  Dialects  is  a  sad 
heap  of  confusion ;  the  only  way  to  write  on 
them  is  to  tabulate  them  with  notes,  added  at 
the  bottom  of  the  page,  and  references. 

**  It  may  be  questioned,  whether  there  is 
not  some  mistake  as  to  the  methods  of  employ- 
ing the  pooTy  seemingly  on  a  supposition  tfaiat 
there  is  a  certain  portion  of  woix  left  undone 
for  want  of  persons  to  do  it ;  but  if  that  is 
otherwise,  and  all  the  materials  we  have  are 
actually  worked  up,  or  all  the  manufactures 
we  can  use  or  dispose  of  are  already  executed, 
then  what  is  given  to  the  poor,  who  are  to  be 
set  at  work,  must  be  taken  from  some  who 
now  have  it :  as  time  must  be  taken  for  learn- 
ing (according  to  Sir  William  Potty's  observa- 
tion), n  oertain  part  of  those  very  materials 
that,  as  it  is,  are  properlv  worked  up,  must  b% 
spoiled  bv  the  unskilfomess  of  novices.  We 
may  applj  to  well-meaning  but  miqudging 
persons,  m  particulars  of  this  nature,  what 
Giannone  said  to  a  monk,  who  wanted  what 
he  called  to  convert  him :  ^Tueei  tantOy  ma  iu 
mm  eei  fiioeopho*  It  is  an  unhappy  circum- 
stance that  one  might  give  away  nve  hundred 
pounds  a  year  to  Uiose  that  importune  in  the 
streets,  and  not  do  any  good. 

^  There  is  nothing  more  likely  to  betray  a 
man  into  absurdity  than  eondeeeemitm^  when 
be  seems  to  suppose  his  ^*"*^'*^t^"^iTig  too 
powerful  for  his  company. 

^  Having  asked  Mr.  Lan^ton  if  his  father 
and  mother  had  sat  for  their  pictures,  whidh 
he  thought  it  rifffat  for  each  generation  of  a 
fiunily  to  do,  ana  being  told  they  had  oppoaed 
it,  he  said,  *  Sir,  among  the  anfractuoaitica*  of 
the  human  mind,  I  know  not  if  it  may  not  be 
one,  that  there  is  a  superstitioas  relnctanoe  to 
sit  for  a  pieture.* 

•*  John  Gilbert  Cooper  rebuked,  that  soon 
after  the  publication  of  his  Dictionary,  Garrlck 
being  asked  by  Johnson  what  people  said  of  it, 
told  him,  that  among  other  animadveraions,  it 
waa  objected  that  he  cited  authorities  which 
were  beneath  the  dignity  of  such  a  work,  and 
mentioned  Richardson.  *  Nay,*  said  Johnson, 
*  I  have  done  worse  than  that :  I  have  cited 
(Am,  David.* 

**  Talking  of  expense,  he  obaerved,  with 
what  munificence  a  great  merchant  will  spend 
hia  money,  both  from  his  having  it  at  com- 


■— UwwMnlntof  JotoMa'a ooMpUlBt of  MMtrir*. 
~CMKsa,ini-47. 

>  This  word  b  not  In  Johii«o«*Ji  DtedoMrj.  but  th«  fUIl 
doaiilar  fem  of  miftmcimom$meu  to,  wMli  tlra  exDlanadoo  of 
/kimnt  9i  wtmttmg9  9ir  tmrmimmi,  W«  liave  tirmdj  mm 
Uial  JobBioa  did  Ml  Uilok  bighlr  of  tto  OBdaratmdiafi  of 
Mr.  aid  Mn.  Langton,  and  can  nnafloa  wbt  ha  aonVafad 
tato  oftelan  aT  than  l»  thair  ms  undar  thto  rfiaais 
Ci      - 


J 
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mand,  and  from  his  enlarged  views  by  cal- 
culation of  a  good  effect  upon  the  whole. 
*  Whereas,*  saidne, '  you  will  nardly  ever  find 
a  country  gentleman  who  is  not  a  ^ood  deal 
disconcerted  at  on  unexpected  occasion  for  his 
beinff  obliged  to  lay  out  ten  pounds.*  * 

**  When  in  good  humour,  he  would  talk  of 
his  own  writings  with  a  wonderful^  frankness 
and  candour,  and  would  even  criticise  them 
with  the  closest  severity.  One  day,  having 
read  over  one  of  his  Ramblers,  Mr.  Langton 
asked  him,  how  he  liked  that  paper ;  he  shook 
hb  head,  and  answered,  ^  too  wordy.*  At  an- 
other time,  when  one  was  reading  his  tragedy 
of  '  Irene,*  to  a  company  at  a  house  in  the 
country,  he  left  the  room ;  and  somebodv 
having  asked  htm  the  reason  of  this,  he  replied, 
^  Sir,  I  thought  it  had  been  better.* 

^  Talking  of  a  point  of  delicate  scrupulosity 
of  moral  conduct,  he  said  to  Mr.  Langton, 
'  Men  of  harder  minds  than  ours  wiU  do  many 
thinn  from  which  you  and  I  would  shrink ; 
yet,  Sir,  they  will,  perhaps,  do  more  good  in 
life  than  we.  But  let  us  try  to  help  one 
another.  If  there  be  a  wrong  twist,  it  may  be 
set  right.  It  is  not  probable  that  two  people 
can  be  wrong  the  same  way.' 

^  Of  the  preface  to  Capell*s  Shakspeare,  he 
said,  ^  If  the  man  would  have  come  to  me,  I 
would  have  endeavoured  to  ^  endow  his  pur- 
poses with  words  ;**  for  as  it  is,  he  doth  **  gabble 
monstrously.**  *  * 

^  He  related  that  he  had  once  in  a  dream  a 
contest  of  wit  with  some  other  person,  and 
that  he  was  very  much  mortified  by  imagining 
that  his  opponent  had  the  better  of  him. 
^  Now,*  said  ne,  *  one  may  mark  here  the  effect 
of  sleep  in  weakening  the  power  of  reflection ; 
for  had  not  my  judgment  failed  me,  I  should 
have  seen,  tiiat  the  wit  of  this  supposed  an- 
tagonist, by  whose  superiority  I  felt  myself 
depressed,  was  as  much  fumbhed  by  me,  as 
that  which  I  thought  I  had  been  uttering  in 
my  own  character. 

*'  One  evening  in  company,  an  ingenious  and 
learned  gentleman  read  to  him  a  letter  of  com- 
pliment which  he  had  received  from  one  of  the 
professors  of  a  foreign  university.  Johnson, 
m  an  irritable  fit,  thinking  there  was  too  much 
ostentation,  said,  *  I  never  receive  any  of  these 
tributes  of  applause  from  abroad.  One  instance 


>  What  JohuMNH  isTi  Is  tnM  in  fiiet,  but  tiie  nuUn 
ii,  that  th«  properly  oi  a  freat  roerthaDl  b  more  at  eommaiMl. 
from  tU  eooTertiblUtr  :  he  draws  a  cheek  or  gives  a  Mtl  t 
but  country  fentlemen  have  no  means  of  meetine  an  unex- 
pected emergencj,  bat  a  mortg age,  or  periume  a  faU  of  timber 
—  both  slow  and  cumbrous  expMi^nti.  —  Caoasa. 

*  "  When  thott  wouldst  gabble  like  a  thing  most  brutish,  I 
endowed  thy  purposes  with  words.'*  —  Pn^iero  Jb  Cat Amm : 
Trmpctt,  act  1.  sc.  S.  —  Caoatn. 

*  Secretary  to  the  Brltbh  Herring  Fishery,  remarlcable  for 
an  extrsordinary  number  of  occasion^  Terses,  cot  of  eminent 
merit.  —  DomvsLi,.  John  Lockman,  bom  in  1098.  dlrd  In 
1771,  was  al»o  an  Indefatigable  translator  for  the  booksellers, 
**  having  acauired  a  knowledge  of  the  languages,  as  Dr. 
Johnson  told  Sir  J.  Hawkins,  brllring  at  cofTee-hou^s  fre- 
quentrd  by  foreigners.**  Mr.  Tyers  says.  "  that  Lockman 
was  a  very  worthy  man,  greatly  beloved  br  his  fHends,  and 


I  recollect  of  a  foreign  publication,  in  which 
mention  is  made  omibutre  Lockman? 

''  Of  Sir  Joshua  Beynolds,  he  and,  'Sir, I 
know  no  man  who  has  passed  through  life  with 
more  observation  than  Beynoliis.* 

^  He  repeated  to  Mr.  Langton,  with  grest 
ener^,  in  Greek,  our  Saviour*s  gncioas  ex- 
pression concerning  the  foi^venesi  of  Hin 
Magdalene^,  *H  irianV  oov  ointa  oi'  nyMi>r 
tie  Hpigvuv,  '  Thy  faith  hath  saved  thee ;  pi  io 
peace.*  (Luke,  yiL  50.)  He  s^  'Tl^ 
manner  of  this  dismission  is  exoeedia^j  in- 
fecting.* 

^  lie  thus  defined  the  difference  hetvcn 
physical  and  moral  truth:  ^Fhysicsl  truth ie. 
when  ;jrou  tell  a  thing  as  it  actoallv  is.  Uoni 
truth  is,  when  you  tell  a  thing  suoerdj  lad 
precisely  as  it  appears  to  you.  I  say  meh  t 
one  walked  across  the  street ;  if  he  retUt  did 
so,  I  told  a  physical  truth.  If  I  thou^ ». 
thouffh  I  should  have  been  mistaken,  I  toM  • 
menu  truth.* 

"  Huggins,  the  translator  of  Aiiosto,  ifi^ 
Mr.  Thomas  Warton,  in  the  early  part  of  h» 
literary  life,  had  a  dispute  concerning  th** 
poet,  of  whom  Mr.  Warton,  in  his  *  Obfcfn- 
lions  on  Spenser*s  Fairy  Queen,*  gave  ww 
aocotmt  which  Huggins  attemf^ed  to  ai»«u 
with  violence,  and  said,  '  I  will  anfiMr  a> 
longer  ojnunst  his  nescifiicv.*  Hogpni  v» 
master  of  the  subject,  but  wanted  cznresiu 
Mr.  Warton*8  knowledge  of  it  was  then  in- 
perfect,  but  his  manner  lively  and  ck;^- 
Johnson  said,  ^  It  appears  to  me,  that  Hofr.-iL^ 
has  ball  without  powder,  and  Waitoa  yom^ 
without  ball.* 

•'  Talking  of  the  farce  of  « High  Life  bti^« 
Stairs,*  he  said,  *•  Here  is  a  iaroe  whidi  itic«^? 
very  divertmc  when  von  see  it  aded,  sau  *•< 
one  may  read  it  and  not  know  that  cue  U 
been  readinff  any  thing  at  slL* ' 

**  He  used  at  one  time  to  go  oocuiobsIIt  i 
the  green-room  of  Drury-lane  theatre,  «hr* 
he  was  much  regarded  by  the  players,  ■»!  w 
yexj  easv  and  facetious  with  thenu  fie  hid  s 
very  high  opinion  of  Mrs.  CIive*s  oomic  powtn 
and  conversed  more  with  her  than  with  ibt  c> 
them.  Hesaid,'Clive,Sir,  bafoodthia^u 
sit  by ;  she  always  nnderstands  mat  y«  »!- 
And  she  said  of  him,  *  I  love  to  sit  bf  ^ 
Johnson ;   he  always   entertains  ■&'  *  O" 


respected  ercn  by  Fope  t  **  and  hm  9Mk  *  ia«  fe  a  i  ^'' 
that  be  who  composed  so  many  «f  Uh*  I  J«eatelbe  <^*  <* 
Dictionary  *  should  himself  not  bare  «••  m  t 
Kkt^aodf  en  ftpe,  p.  IM.  ~  C 

«  It  does  not  appear 
Msfdalene.— Kiaanit.  It  is 
but  It  is  In  the  authorised  heedtat  of 
Dr.  Hall  obeenrcd  tome. thb  seans  to  I 
Sod  Terse  of  tbe  neat  chapter,  whftck  glsws  a 
of  Mary  Mstdilme  •^CaoKta. 

*  This  necwmtof tbedlihi  isiii 
ftnith  U  (a  Locke's  **  Basar  en  H 
many  otiier  boobs.  <— Kaai 
~  Caoaaa,  m7. 

•  That.  I  Uilnk,  mlfhi  to  arid  of  aB  tawa  -C»«n> 
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nigbt,  wlien  *T!ie  Becmitiiigf  Officer*  was 
acted,  he  iaid  to  Mr.  Holland,  .who  had  been 
expre^ng  an  apprehension  that  Dr.  Johnson 
would  disdain  the  works  of  Farqohar,  *  No^ 
Sir,  I  think  Farquhar  a  man  whose  writings 
have  considerable  merit* 

^  ilia  friend  Garrick  was  so  busy  in  con- 
ducting  the  drama,  that  they  could  not  have 
80  much  intercourse  as  Mr.  Garrick  used  to 

?rofcs8  an  anxious  wish  that  there  should  be.* 
'here  might  indeed  be  something  in  the  con- 
temptuous seTCrity  as  to  the  merit  of  acting, 
which  hia  old  preceptor  nourished  in  him- 
self, that  would  mortify  Garrick  after  the 
irreat  apphiuse  which  he  received  from  the  au- 
dience. For  though  Johnson  said  of  him,  *  Sir, 
a  naan  who  has  a  nation  to  admire  him  every 
DJffht  may  well  be  expected  to  be  somewhat 
elated ; '  yet  he  would  treat  theatrical  matters 
with  a  ludicrous  slight.  He  mentioned  one 
evesung,  *  I  met  David  coming  off  the  stage, 
dreewd  in  a  woman*s  riding-nood,  when  be 
acted  in  The  Wonder ;  I  came  full  upon  him, 
and  I  bdieve  he  was  not  pleased.' 

**  Once  be  asked  Tom  Davies,  whom  he  saw 
dressed  in  a  fine  suit  of  clothes,  *  And  what  art 
thoa  to-night  f '  Tom  answered, '  The  Thane 
of  Roes  ;*  which  it  will  be  recollected  is  a  very 
inoooaidermble  character.  *0,  brave  1*  said 
Johnson. 

*  Of  Mr.  LoDgley  *,  at  Rochester,  a  gentle- 
man of  considerable  leamiim^,  whom  Dr.  John- 
Mo  met  there,  he  said,  *  My  heart  warms  to- 
wvtls  him.  I  was  surprised  to  find  in  him  such 
a  nice  acquaintance  with  the  metre  in  the 
learned  languages;  though  I  was  somewhat 
mortified  that  ihad  it  not  so  much  to  myself 
ss  I  should  have  thought' 

^  Talking  of  the  minateneas  with  which 
people  will  record  the  sayings  of  eminent 
penons,  a  story  was  told,  that  when  Pope  was 
uo  a  visit  to  Spence  at  Oxford,  as  they  looked 
from  the  window  they  saw  a  |^tleman  oom- 
r,  who  was  just  come  m  from  riding, 


aiBiising  himaelf  with  whipping  at  a  post. 
Pope  took  occasion  to  say,  *  That  young  gen- 
Ucasan  seems  to  have  little  to  do.'  Mr.  Bean- 
dcric  observed,  'Then,  to  be  sure,  Spence 
tamed  round  and  wrote  that  down;  and 
went  on  to  say  to  Dr.  Johnson,  *  Pope,  Sir, 
vcpold  have  said  the  same  of  you,  if  he  had 
•een  you  distilling.'  ^  Jobhsoh.  '  Sir,  if  Pone 
had  told  me  of  my  distilling,  I  would  have  told 
him  of  his  grotto.' 
*^  He  would  allow  no  settled  indulgence  of 


•  U  A  IflOtr  wfHtra  bf  Johmon  tQ  a  fVtend  ta  In.  1741^ 
W  Mft^**  I  MTV  Mt  Garrick."—  Mjia4im. 

■  AlvrMar— RfMorderof  ftoeh«>«Cer,  falhtr  of  ror  aail- 
•^^  frWod.  llM  proMot  mutrr  of  Ilarrpw  (•ioe*  Bbbop  of 
BiVMM  u     Mr.  tooflcf  dM  In  ISM —  Ckok u.  Ii3l«l7. 

This  vottid  have  bem  a  very  lniHl«H|o«t«  rrtmt,  ftir 
J'kftaMn'g  ckamlctrv  wu  a  ner«  pMtimr,  whiln  Pope'i 
fr.^O0  «ai,  altlMMisn  omanratal,  a  uMfut,  and  etcn  men. 
MTf  aork.  JohttMNi.  In  bl»  Life  of  Pope,  ba«  trcatod  of  Um 
rr  i^t-)  railMr  too  ponpouily.— Caoaca. 

*  Dr  Jmnf  Fo*tcr  was  an  omincoi  prrachar  anuMit  tho 
JiSiMrtert;  and  POpo  profntea  to  profer  htt  merit  m  lo 

a  itallofa  to  tbe  OMto  tplviMUd  mlnlitry  of  tbo 


idleness  upon  principle,  and  always  repelled 
eveiy  attempt  to  urge  excuses  for  it.  A  friend 
one  dav  suggested,  uat  it  was  not  wholesome 
to  stuay  soon  after  dinner.  Johxson.  '  Ah, 
Sir,  don*t  give  way  to  such  a  fancy.  At  one 
time  of  my  life  I  had  taken  it  into  my  head 
that  it  was  not  wholesome  to  study  between 
breakfast  and  dinner.* 

^  Mr.  Beauderk  one  day  repeated  to  Dr. 
Johnson  Pope's  lines, 

*  Let  modest  Foster,  if  he  will,  eicel 
Ten  metropolitans  in  presehing  well ;' 

then  asked  the  doctor,  *Why  did  Pope  say 
this?*  Jobhsor.  *Sir,hehopeditwoiudvex 
somebody.*  ^ 

^  Dr.  Goldsmith  upon  occasion  of  Mrs.  Len- 
nox's bringing  out  a  play^,  said  to  Dr.  Jolm- 
son  at  the  cluo,  that  a  person  had  advised  him 
to  go  and  him  it,  because  she  had  attacked 
Shiu»peare  in  her  book  called  ^Shakspeare 
Illustrated.*  Johhsok.  *  And  did  not  you  tefi  him 
that  he  was  a  rascal  ?*  Goummith.  'Ko,  Sir, 
I  did  not.  Perhaps  he  might  not  mean  what 
he  said.*  Johrson.  *  Nay,  Sir,  if  he  lied,  it  is 
a  different  thins.*  Colman  slily  said  (but  it  is 
believed  Dr.  Jonnson  did  not  hear  him),  *  Ihen 
the  pnmer  expression  should  have  been,  —  Sir, 
if  you  don*t  lie,  you*re  a  rascal.* 

**  His  afiection  for  Topham  Beauclerk  was  so 
great,  that  when  Beauclerk  was  labouring  nnder 
vuit  severe  illness  which  at  last  occasioned  his 
death,  Johnson  said  (with  a  voice  faltering 
with  emotion), '  Sir,  I  would  walk  to  the  ex- 
tent of  the  diameter  of  the  earth  to  save 
Beaaclerk.* 

**  One  night  at  the  club  he  produced  a  trans- 
lation of  an  epitaph  which  Lord  Elibank  had 
written  in  English  for  his  lady,  and  requested 
of  Johnson  to  turn  it  into  Latin  for  him. 
Having  read  Domina  de  North  ei  Qroy^^  he 
said  to  Dyer, '  You  see.  Sir,  what  barbarisms 
we  are  compelled  to  make  use  of,  when  mo- 
dem titles  are  to  be  nedfically  mentioned  in 
Latin  inscriptions.*  W  hen  he  had  read  it  once 
aloud,  and  there  had  been  a  general  appoba- 
tion  expressed  by  the  company,  he  aadressed 
himself  to  Mr.  Dyer  in  particular,  and  said, 
*  Sir,  I  beg  to  have  your  judgment,  for  I  know 
your  nicety.*  Dyer  then  very  properly  desired 
to  read  it  over  a^;ain ;  which  havmg  done,  he 
pointed  out  an  incongruity  in  one  of  the  sen- 
tences. Johnson  immediately  assented  to  the 
observation,  and  said,  *  Sir,  this  b  owing  to  an 
alteration  of  a  part  of  the  sentence  from  the 

wmfWfoiHam.  Fopo'a  rt>|oct  no  doubt  wai  to ^r%  tite  clergy  i 
bat  Mr.  Baaodorb  probably  m«am  to  afb«->vliat  ia  by  no 
moans  to  clear  —  bow  tboM  two  Unet  bear  on  Pope**  ceocral 
dctlsB  ■>m1  argument. »  Caosta. 

&  Probably  **  Tbo  Slatert,'*  a  comrdy  performed  one  Dlgbt 
only  at  Coveot  Garden,  In  1769.  Or.  Ooldimkb  wrote  an 
eaorllrat  epilogne  to  It.  .->  M alonb. 

•  Lord  Elibank  raarHod  a  Datcb  lady.  Maria  Martaret  do 
Yong«b  the  wklow  of  Lord  Nortb  and  Gray.  Mr.  LangtoD 
mUtouk  tbo  phraio,  which  is.  In  the  rpltapn,  applied  to  the 
buthand,  Ikmtkto  Svrtk  et  <3r«p.  and  not  I  o  the  indjr.  DomuM 
de  Svrik  a  Qr^.    Soa  DougUa'a  Pttrm§*»  ^  Caoata. 
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JforminwIiidilliadfiMwritlenfit;  andlfie- 
liere,  Sir,  yan  maj  have  remmrked,  that  tlie 
nnldng  a  partial  cnange,  without  a  d«e  regard 
to  the  general  stmcture  of  tlie  sentence,  is  a 
rtrj  freqaent  canse  of  error  in  composition.* 

**  Johnson  was  well  acquaintMi  with  Mr. 
Doasie,  anihor  of  a  Trestise  on  Agriculture ' ; 
and  said  of  him, '  Sir,  of  the  objects  which  the 
Soeietj  of  Arts  have  chiefly  in  view,  the  che- 
mical effects  of  bodies  operating  upon  othier 
bodies,  he  knows  more  than  almost  anj  man.* 
Johnson,  in  order  to  give  Mr.  Dossie  his  vote 
to  be  a  member  of  this  society,  paid  up  an  ar- 
i^ear  whieh  had  run  on  far  two  years.  On  this 
6eca8iott  he  mentioiied  a  circumstance,  as  cha- 
racteristic of  the  Scotch.  *  One  of  that  nation,' 
said  he,  ^who  had  been  a  candidate,  against 
whom  I  had  voted,  came  up  to  me  with  a  civil 
Salutation.  Now,  Sir,  this  is  their  way.  An 
Englishman  would  have  stomached  it  and  been 
Sulky,  and  never  have  taken  further  notice  of 
you ;  but  a  Scotchman,  Sir,  though  you  vote 
nineteen  times  against  him,  will  accost  you  widi 
equal  complaisance  after  eadi  time,  and  the 
twentieth  tnne,  Sir,  he  will  get  your  vote.' 

**  Tdking  on  tlie  subject  of  toleration,  one 
day  wben  some  friends  were  with  him  in  his 
study,  he  made  his  ususl  remark,  tiiat  the  state 
has  a  right  to  regulate  the  religion  of  the  peo- 
ple, who  are  the  diildren  of  the  state.  A  cler- 
gyman having  readily  acquiesced  in  this,  John- 
son, who  loved  discussion,  observed,  *  But,  Sir, 
you  must  go  round  to  other  states  than  our 
own.'  You  do  not  know  what  a Bramin  has  to 
say  for  himself.*  In  short.  Sir,  I  have  got  no 
further  than  this :  every  man  has  a  ri^  to 
Utter  what  he  thinks  truth,  and  every  other 
man  has  a  right  to  knock  hhn  down  fbr  it. 
Mar^^tdom  n  the  test.' 

**  A  man,  he  ohaa*ved,  should  begin  to  write 
soon ;  for,  if  he  waits  till  his  judgment  is  ma- 
tured, has  inability,  through  want  of  practice, 
to  express  his  conceptions,  will  make  the  dis- 
proportion so  g^reat  oetween  what  he  sees,  and 
what  he  can  attain,  that  he  will  probably  be 
ffisDOuraged  from  writing  at  all.  As  a  proof  of 
the  justness  of  this  remaik,  we  mav  mstanoe 
what  is  related  of  the  great  Lord  Granville* ; 
that  after  he  had  written  his  letter  giving  an 
account  of  the  battle  of  Dcttingen,  he  said, 
*  Here  is  a  letter,  expressed  in  terms  not  good 
enough  for  a  tallow-chandler  to  have  used.* 

^  Talking  of  a  oourt-martial  that  was  sitting 


I  Dowto  alto  BoMblied,  In  two  volt.  Sto..  what  was  then 
a  VOT7  OMfUl  woffk,  anUtM  **  Tba  Haodnald  lo  the  Aita.** 
dadicatod  to  the  Sodaty  for  the  BaeounfeiMOt  of  Arta,  Ac. 
•^  MMlL^CaoKia 

*  Hera  Lord  Macartney  ramarkt,  **  A  Biaatau  or  anv  caalo 
of  the  Hindoos,  will  neither  adaaU  you  to  be  of  their  reiifrfon. 
DOT  ha  converted  to  yenrt :  —  a  thing  which  stmck  the  Por- 
tdgueM  with  the  greateat  aitnnlshment  when  thej  flnt  dla- 
covered  the  Beat  1ndiei.**->  BoawvLL. 

*  John,  Lord  Carteret,  and  Earl   GranvOla,  who  died 


y  1 170. »  M*u>i««.  ^ 

*  A«  Nr.  Lanftoo't  unecdotM  are  not  dated.  It  la  not  caay 
«•  delofmtoe  what  eoort-m«rtlal  thia  waa  ;  iirrhapa  —  aa  Sir 
Jamaa  MMklaioah  aaggeated  — Adnlnd  Kqppel'a.  In  17(10.' 
Caosaa. 


"Bpon'  a  very  tDomenloas  public  ooeanoa,  W 
expressed  much  doiubt  of  an  enlighteaed  deci- 
sion ;  and  said,  that  perhaps  therewM  mi  1 1 
member  of  tt,  who,  in  the  whole  eoone  of  Ibi  i 
life,  had  ever  spent  aa  hov  by  hiaiself  m  la*  . 
lancing  probabilities.*  i 

^  GMQsnuth  one  day  brought  ta  the  dab  a  | 
printed  ode,  which  he,  with  others,  had  biei  ; 
Bearing  read  by  its  author  in  a  public  roon,  it 
the  rate  of  five  shillings  each  for  admima. 
One  of  the  oompao/  lun'ing  read  H  aloud,  Dr.  , 
Johnson  said.  Bolder  words  and  more  tiaMms 
meaning,  I  think,  never  were  broiight  t«> 
gether. 

•«  Talking  of  Gray*s  Odea,  he  aud,  •  Ihej  in 
forced  plants,  raised  m  a  hotbed;  sod  thej 
are  poor  plants :  they  are  but  eneumben  i^ 
all.*  A  i^ndeman  present,  who  had  beea  ns* 
ning  down  ode-wntme  in  general,  as  a  bid 
species  of  poetry,  untacfcily  said,  *Had  tkr 
fcHBen  literally  cucumbers,  thiey  had  beea  betw 
things  than  odea.'  « Yes,  Sir,*  said  JofaMoa 
"-far  a  A<».'* 

"  His  distinction  of  the  diflerent  ds|fivei  el 
attainment  of  leamiiup  waa  thua  maikad  «{«• 
two  occasions.  Of  Queen  Elisabedi  he  mi 
*  She  had  leaminr  enough  to  have  givaa  6f 
nity  to  a  bishop;  mid  of  Mr.  Thomas  Dm 
he  said,  *  Sir,  Daviea  has  ~ 
give  credit  to  a  dei^gyman.* 

^  He  used  to  quote,  with  mat  warmth,  tk 
saying  of  Aristotle  raecinfed  by  Uiop** 
Laertius;  that  there  was  tha  sane  diftre^ 
between  one  learned  and  ■nleamed,  as  betv« 
the  living  and  the  dead. 

^  It  is  very  remarkable,  that  ha  letsiacd  h 
hie  memory  very  alight  and  trivial,  ss  veil  ■ 
important,  things.  Aa  aa  inataiioe  «f  tki^  ^ 
seems  that  an  inftrior  domestic  of  the  Jyut  «<' 
Leeds  had  attempted  to  celebrate  hii  Gf«r' 
marriage  in  such  homely  rhymes  aa  he  <««^ 
make;  and  this  curioua  compoaitioa  ha«^ 
been  sung  to  Dr.  Johnson,  he  got  it  hj  hrtu 
and  used  to  repeat  tt  in  a  very  pleasint  w^ 
ner.    Two  of  the 


When  the  Duke  of  Leeds  ahall  marrird  U 
To  a  fine  young  lady  of  high  qtnlity. 
How  happ J  will  that  gtmlewanan  he 
In  hit  Grace  of  Lceds*t  good 


<  She  shall  have  all  that'a  fine  mmA 
And  the  best  of  silk  and  aatia  shall 
And  ride  in  a  eoach  to  take  the  air. 
And  have  a  hoosa  In  St.  JaaaasV 


♦  a 


•  At  Sir  Bolmt  OoltanV.  at 
Mra.  Thfali^  waawtae  t» 


dish  of  very  youag  pea^  eaU.  «blle  hr  waa  ««t^  " 
-Ara  not  QMf  caanntec?'-*PaeMia.«i«fflMki^    *'* 


would  he  ao  -.10  a  pm," 
The  UaeoUMhlra  lady. 


la  auai 


baenaaaklafc 

oool  halMtaUoo 

**  I  thlak  a 

i>ioBs/,  p.  4S.  — Caoaaa. 

•  The  corTMpoodaat  of  the 
Mitacrtbea   hlwaalf   Sctehaa   ftirt.l<>«« 
plemrnt :  **  A  latlv  of  aiy 
hrard  her  aacle  alaf  thiwe  h 
flTe  yean  ago.    Ha  lapialad  the 


*-  We«|d  a  Ml  •»  •  f 
aatd  Aa.  **Dr.  i  ^- 


«1 

the  U^ 
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To  hear  a  man  of  tbe  weight  and  dignity  of 
Johnson  repeating  such  humble  attempto  at 
poetry  had  a  very  amusiiur  effect.  He,  how- 
ever, seriously  obserred  of  the  last  staaxa  re- 
peated by  hint  that  it  nearly  comprised  all  die 
sdvsntsj^  that  wealdi  can  giTe. 

**  An  eminent  foreigner,  when  he  was  shown 
the  British  Museum,  was  rery  troublesome 
with  aumy  absurd  mquiries.  *  Now  there,  Sir,* 
said  he,  *is  the  difference  between  an  English- 
man and  a  Frenchman.  A  Frenchman  most 
be  always  talking,  whether  he  knows  any  thing 
of  the  matter  or  not ;  an  En^ishman  b  content 
to  say  nothing,  when  he  has  nothinj^  to  say.* 

^Uis  unjust  eontenpt  for  foreigners  was, 
indeed,  extreme.  One  evening  at  Old  Slaugh- 
ter's Gofiea-house,  when  a  number  of  tl^m 
were  taUuns  loud  about  little  matters,  he  said, 
^Does  not  tikis  oonfirm  old  Meynell*8  obsenra- 
tion.  For  mg  iking  I  ue,/mwner$atefool$f  *! 

"  He  avd  that  onoe,  when  he  had  a  violent 
toothaefa,  a  Frenchman  acoosted  him  thus :  Ah^ 
uauiMr^  wm9  ktuHex  trap. 

^  Havimr  spent  an  evening  at  Mr.  Langton*a 
with  the  fiewerend  Dr.  Parr,  he  was  much 
pleased  witii  the  conversation  of  that  learned 
and,  lifter  he  was  gone,  said  to  Mr. 
>n,  'iSir,  I  am  obiieed  to  you  for  having 
me  this  evening.  Parr  is  n  fair  man.  * 
I  do  not  know  when  I  have  had  an  ooeasion  of 
inch  free  controversy.  It  is  remarkable  how 
much  of  a  man*s  life  may  pass  without  meeting 
with  any  instftnce  of  this  kind  of  open  discus-* 


We  may  fiairly  institute  a  crilJdsm  between 
Shakmeare  and  Comeille,  aa  they  both  had, 
thongn  in  a  different  degree,  the  liffhta  of  a 
latter  a^.  It  is  not  so  iust  between  Uie  Greek 
drunatic  writers  and  Snakspeare.  It  mav  be 
replied  to  wluat  is  said  by  one  of  the  rcmarlcers 
on  Shakapeare,  that  though  Dariua's  diade  had 

Cneaoe,  it  does  not  necessarily  follow  that  he 
aU  patt  particulars  revealed  to  him. 
"  Spaniah  playa,  beine  wildly  and  improbably 
iardcal,  woukl  pleaaecaildren  here,  as  children 
are  enterti^ned  with  stories  full  of  prodigies*, 
their  experience  not  being  sufficient  to  cause 
them  to  DO  so  readily  startled  at  deviations  from 
the  natural  course  of  life.  The  maobinery  of 
the  pagans  is  uninteresting  to  ua :  when  a  god- 
dess t^pears  in  Homer  or  Virgil  we  grow 
weary ;  still  more  so  in  the  Grecian  tragedies. 


"  81m  thall  Iwwd  y«MiBg  lordi  aad  ladiee  fair. 
And  rid«  abroad  tn  a  coach  and  three  pair. 
And  the  best,  *c. 
And  have  a  house,*'  tte. 


Aad  leoMVibered  a  third,  which  leeine  to  have  been  the 
iotrndneuirj  one,  and  la  beUeved  to  have  been  the  only  re- 

■Mtnlng  ooe;_ 

**  When  (he  Otike  of  Leeds  thall  have  made  Ma  diolee 
Of  a  charminc  younft  liidy  thMt'i  beautiful  and  wise, 
She^ll  be  the  happiest  joiiag  geiitlewaman  under  the  sUes, 
As  long  as  the  son  and  UKXfD  etiall  rise, 
Aad  bow  happy  shall,"  Ac. 

It  Is  with  piraaure  I  add  that  this  stansa  could  never  be  more 
tnily  aiipllad  than  at  ibis  present  time  [179S].  -  Boswell. 
Tbe  Duke  aad  Duchese  of  Leeds,  at  the  date  of  BoewelFs 


as  in  that  kind  <tf  composition  a  nearer  approach 
to  nature  is  intended.  Yet  there  are  |[Ood 
reasons  for  reading  ronumoes ;  as  the  fertdity 
of  invention,  the  beauty  of  style  and  expression, 
the  curiosity  of  seeii^i;  with  what  kind  of  per- 
fbrmanoes  the  age  and  country  in  which  my 
were  written  was  delighted :  for  it  is  to  be  ap- 
prehended, that  at  the  tioM  when  very  wud 
improbable  tales  were  well  received,  the  neople 
were  in  a  barbarous  state,  and  so  on  the  footmg 
of  children,  as  has  been  explained. 

^  It  is  evident  enough  that  no  one  who  writes 
now  can  use  the  pagan  deities  and  mythology ; 
the  onl  machinery,  therefore,  seems  that  of 
ministering  spirits,  the  ghosts  of  the  d^wrted, 
witches  and  fairies ;  though  these  latter,  as  the 
vulgar  superstition  concerning  them  (which, 
whue  in  its  force,  infected  at  least  the  imagina- 
tion of  those  that  had  more  advantage  in  edu- 
cation, though  their  reason  set  them  free  from 
it)  is  every  day  wearing  out,  seem  likely  to  be 
of  little  further  assistance  in  the  machinery  of 
poetry.  As  I  recollect,  Hammond  introduce 
a  hag  or  witch  into  one  of  his  love-el^ies, 
where  the  effect  is  unmeaning  and  disffustrng.' 

**  The  man  who  uses  his  talent  of  ridicule  m 
creating  or  grossly  exaggerating  the  instances 
he  gives,  wm  imputes  absurdities  that  did  not 
happen,  or  when  a  man  was  a  little  ridiculous, 
describes  him  as  having  been  very  much  so, 
abuses  his  talents  greaUy.  The  great  use  of 
delineating  absurdities  is,  that  we  may  know 
how  far  human  folly  can  go:  the  account, 
therefore,  ought  of  absolute  necessity  to  be 
faithful.  A  certain  character  (naming  the  per- 
son), as  to  the  jgeneral  cast  of  it,  is  well  de- 
scribed by  Gamck ;  but  a  great  deal  of  the 
|>hraseology  he  uses  hi  it  is  quite  his  own,  par- 
ticulariy  m  the  proverbial  comparisons,  *  obsti- 
nate as  a  pig,*  &C. :  but  I  don't  know  whether 
it  might  not  be  true  of  Lord  -'*,  that  from 

a  too  great  eagerness  of  praise  and  popularity, 
and  a  politeness  carried  to  a  ridiculous  excess, 
he  was  likel^Tt  After  asserting  a  thing  in  gene- 
nd,  to  give  it  up  again  in  parte.  For  instance, 
if  he  had  said  Reynolds  was  the  first  of  paint- 
ers, he  was  capable  enough  of  giving  up.  as  ob- 
jections might  happen  to  be  severally  made, 
first  his  OttUine,  —  then  the  grace  in  form,  — 
then  the  eolourmg,  —  and  lasUy,  to  have  owned 
that  he  was  such  a  mannerist,  that  the  disposi- 
tion of  his  pictures  was  all  alike. 


note,  were  Frands  the  fifth  duke,  who  died  In  1799,  and  his 
second  wl  e  Catherine  Anguish,  who  itlll  siirrlvei.  I  believe 
all  three  additional  lines  to  be  spurious.  —  Cbokib.  I8S1. 

I  When  the  corporation  of  Norwich  applied  to  Johnson  to 
point  nut  to  them  a jvroper  master  for  their  graanBar.«chool, 
he  recommended  Dr.  Farr,  on  his  ceesing  to  be  usher  to 
Sumner  at  Harrow.  ~  BntNaT. 

s  I  doubt  whether  he  adequately  understood  or  Justly  ap. 

G stated  the  Spanish  ptajs ;    I  only  know  them  by  trans- 
inn«.  but  many  of  them  seem  to  me  of  a  very  high  order 
btith  ofparhos  and  eoni«>dy.  —  Caosaa,  1847. 

*  Nni  mere  so  than  the  rest  ef  the  elegy  (the  fifth),  wMch 
is  cerUtnly.  In  every  point  of  view,  the  worst  of  all  Ham- 
mond's productions.  Johnson  exposes  the  ahsurdity  of 
modern  mythology  very  forcibly  In  hie  Life  of  Hammond.  — 

CaoKBR.  „.       _ 

«  Perhaps  Lord  Corkasid  Orrery,  p.  SSaL-^Caoaaa. 

U  U  2 
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^  For  hospitallt J,  as  fonnerly  practisecl,  there 
is  no  longer  the  same  reason.  Heretofore  the 
poorer  people  were  more  numerous,  and,  from 
want  of  commerce,  their  means  of  getting  a 
livelihood  more  difficult;  therefore  the  sup- 
porting them  was  an  act  of  great  benevolence: 
now  that  the  poor  can  find  maintenance  for 
themselves^  and  their  labour  is  wanted,  a  ge- 
neral undisceming  hospitality  tends  to  ill,  bj 
withdrawing  them  from  their  work  to  idleness 
and  drunkenness.  Then,  formerly,  rents  were 
received  in  kind,  so  that  there  was  a  great 
abundance  of  provisions  in  possession  of  the 
owners  of  the  lands,  which,  since  die  plentj  of 
money  afforded  bj  commerce,  is  no  longer  the 
case. 

^  Hospitality  to  strangers  and  foreigners  in 
our  oountij  is  now  almost  at  an  end ;  since, 
from  the  mcrease  of  them  that  come  to  us, 
there  have  been  a  sufficient  number  of  people 
that  have  found  an  interest  in  providing  inns 
and  proper  accommodations,  which  is  in  ^peneral 
A  more  expedient  method  for  the  entertainment 
of  travellers.  Where  the  travellers  and  stran- 
gers are  few,  more  of  that  hospitality  subsists, 
as  it  has  not  been  worth  while  to  provide 
places  of  accommodation.  In  Ireland,  there  is 
still  hospitality  to  strangers  in  some  degree ;  in 
Hungary  and  Poland,  probably  more. 

**  Colman,  in  a  note  on  his  translation  of  Te- 
rence, talking  of  Shakspeare*s  learning,  asks, 
*What  says  Farmer  to  this?  What  says 
Johnson?  Upon  this  he  observed,  'Sir,  fet 
Fanner  answer  for  himself:  /  never  engaged 
in  this  oontroversv.  I  always  said  Shakspeare 
had  Latin  enougn  to  granunaticise  his  En- 
glish.* 

'^A  clergyman,  whom  he  characterised  as 
one  who  loved  to  sav  little  oddities,  was  affect- 
ing one  day,  at  a  bisnop*s  table,  a  sort  of  slyness 
and  freedom  not  in  character,  and  repeated,  as 
ifpurt  of '  The  Old  Man*s  Wish,*  a  song  hj  Dr. 
Walter  Pope,  a  verse  bordering  on  licentious- 
ness. Johnson  rebuked  him  in  the  finest  man- 
ner, by  first  showing  him  that  he  did  not  know 
the  passage  he  was  aiming  at,  and  thus  hum- 
bling him:  *Sir,  that  is  not  the  song:  it  is 
thus.*  And  he  gave  it  right.  Then,  looking 
stedfostly  on  him,  *  Sir,  there  is  a  part  of  that 
song  which  I  should  wish  to  exemplify  in  my 
own  life :  — 

**  May  1  govern  my  psMions  with  absolute  swsy  I**' 
^  Being  asked  if  Barnes  knew  a  good  deal 


>  JohiMOQ,  hi  his  Life  of  VUton,  after  mcnUoniDff  that 
piaat  po«t*t  extraordliiary  feocj,  that  the  world  was  in  ila 
drcay,  and  that  his  book  was  to  be  written  In  an  ate  too  lale 
for  herole  poesf ,  thnt  eonclodes :  **  However  Inferior  to  the 
heroes  who  were  bom  in  better  ages,  he  nlf  ht  still  be  great 
among  his  eontsmporarles,  with  the  hope  of  growing  ererj 
day  greater  In  the  dwindle  of  prosperity ;  he  misht  still  be  a 
giant  among  the  pigmies,  ike  sue  f^wianmck  qfUu  bUni." 


.—  J.  BoewBixJon. 
'  Nicholas  Clenard.  who  was  bom  In  Brabant,  ami  died  at 


Grenada  in  1541.  was  a  great  traveller  and  linguist. 

(ofwl  •  ■  ■ 


Betide 
his  Greek  Orauimar  (of  wliich  an  improtinl  niftion  was  pub- 
Ushcd  by  Vosslus  at  Amsterdam  in  1626),  he  wrute  a  Hebrew 


of  Greek,  he  answered, '  I  doubC,  Sir,  be  vis 
waoenbu  inter  UBCOi* ' 

**  He  used  frec^uentlj^  to  observe,  that  ma 
might  be  very  enunent  in  aprofestioo,  witboot 
pur  peroeiTiBg  anypwticutr  power  of  »i^ 
in  them  in  conversation.  ^  It  seems  string 
said  he,  *  that  a  man  should  see  so  fir  to  tKf 
right,  who  sees  so  short  a  way  to  tlie  left. 
Burke  is  the  only  man  whose  conunoa  coa- 
versation  corresponds  with  the  general  fiau: 
which  he  has  in  tne  world.  Take  up  wlialcvc 
topic  you  please,  he  is  ready  to  meet  voil* 

*'A  gentleman,  by  no  means  defideat  ia 
literature,  bavins  discovered  leas  acqusiausc: 
with  one  of  the  dassics  than  Johnson  ezpsctcu, 
when  the  gentleman  left  the  room,  he  obsarcd 
'You  see,  now,  how  little  anjr  body  nsds.' 
Mr.  Langton  happening  to  mentioo  hii  ksTio^ 
read  a  good  deal  m  Clenardua*s  Greek  Gns- 
mar*, '  Whv,  Sir,*  said  he, '  who  U  there  iatb 
town  who  knows  any  thing  of  Clenardot  ba( 
you  and  IP*'  And  upon  Air.  Langtuii  Bes- 
tioning  that  he  had  taken  the  pains  tolcarabv 
heart  the  Epistle  of  St.  Basil,  which  is  gin' 
in  that  grammar  as  a  praxia* '  Sir,*  nid  he,  '1 
never  made  such  an  enoK  to  attain  Greek* 

«'  Of  Dodsley*s  '  Public  Virtue,  a  poem,'  k 
said  *  It  was  fine  htank*  (meaning  to  eiprw 
his  usual  contempt  for  blank  verae):  hovcicr. 
this  miserable  poem  did  not  seU,  and  bij  p^ 
friend  Doddy  said  Public  Virtae  wsi  boc  i 
subject  to  interest  the  age. 

^  Mr.  Lancton,  when  a  very  yooag  ms. 
read  Dodsley  ii  *  Cleone,  a  Tr^edy,*  to  kia. 
not  aware  of  his  eaLtreme  impatience  to  be  n*i 
to.  As  it  went  on,  he  turned  his  &ec  u>  t!f 
back  of  his  chair,  and  put  himself  into  vanev 
attitudes,  which  marked  bit  mirainif  ^ 
the  end  of  an  act,  however,  he  said,*Catt. 
let*s  have  some  more ;  let's  so  mto  the  siMf^' 
ter-house  again,  Lankv.  Bui  I  an  s6wi 
there  is  more  blood  than  btiuna.'  Tet  ^t 
afterwards  said, « When  Iheard  you  nod  it  I 
thought  higher  of  its  power  of  lon^uap ;  vWi 
I  read  it  myself,  I  was  more  sensible  «f  <d 
pathetic  effect;*  and  then  he  paid  it  a  ev 
pliment  which  many  will  think  very  cxtfnf 

Snt  « Sir,*  said  he,  *  if  Otway  had  vricn 
is  play,  no  other  of  hie  pseoes  wooM  kiit 
been  remembered.*  Dodaley  hinselt  sp** 
this  being  repeated  to  him,  aaid,  *  It  ra  i-* 
much.*  It  must  be  remembered,  thot  Joke*  * 
always  iqipeared  not  to  be  auffidently  sgv  -• 
of  the  merit  of  Otway.^ 


ndasaceoontoThia 
in  Latin  (EafUalm  mm  Lt 
work,  of  which  tlwre  la  a  canr 
Latin  tsavs   the  aathor  as 
toriqme,  1780)  would  have 
known  so  many  langoagM. «—  If . 

*  Mr.  Langton,  as  has  1 
studious  of  Ormk  Uieratnra.  •.-  Ci 


«  This  assertion 
pathetie  powers  of  Olway  Is  too 
whether  h«  did  not  think  Otwaf  U 
answered,  **  Sir.  he  is  all 


j&t.n. 
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*** Snatches  of  reading,*  said  he,  'will  not 
make  s  fientlej  or  a  Clarke.  They  are,  how- 
€Terf  in  a  certain  degree  advantageous.  I 
would  put  a  child  into  a  library  (where  no  un- 
fit books  are),  and  let  him  read  at  his  choice. 
A  child  shotud  not  be  discouraged  from  read- 
in|;  anj  thing  that  he  takes  a  liking  to,  from  a 
notion  that  it  is  above  hb  reach.  If  that  be 
the  case,  the  child  will  soon  find  it  out  and  de- 
sist ;  if  not,  he  of  course  gains  the  instruction; 
which  is  so  much  the  more  likely  to  come,  from 
the  inclination  with  which  he  takes  up  the  study.* 

**  Though  he  used  to  censure  carelessness 
with  great  wchemence,  he  owned,  that  he  once, 
to  avoid  the  trouble  of  locking  up  five  guineas, 
hid  them,  he  forgot  where,  so  that  he  could  not 
find  them. 

'^Asentleman  who  introduced  his  brother 
to  Dr.  Johnson  was  earnest  to  recommend  him 
to  the  doctor*t  notice,  which  he  did  by  sayins, 
'  When  we  have  sat  together  some  time,  youll 
find  my  brother  ffrow  rery  entertaining.*  *  Sir,* 
said  Johnson,  *  Fcan  wait.* 

**When  the  rumour  was  strong  that  we 
should  have  a  war,  because  the  French  would 
assist  the  Americans,  he  rebuked  a  friend  with 
*ome  asperity  for  supposing  it,  saying,  *  N0| 
Sir,  national  faith  is  not  yet  sunk  so  low.* 

"^  In  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  in  order  to 
satisfy  himself  whether  hb  mental  faculties 
were  impaired,  he  resolved  that  he  would  try 
to  learn  a  new  language,  and  fixed  upon  the 
Low  Dutch  for  that  purpose,  and  this  ne  con- 
tinued till  he  had  reaa  about  one  half  of 
*  Thomas  hKempis;*  and,  finding  that  there 
appeared  no  abatement  of  his  power  of  acqui- 
t'tion,  he  then  desisted,  as  thinking;  the  ex- 
periment had  been  dul^  tried.  Mr.  Burke 
](|«tly  observed,  that  this  was  not  the  most 
ri;rorous  trial,  Low  Dutch  being  a  languaee  so 
Dear  to  our  own:  had  it  been  one  ol  the 
^Itttsgcs  entirely  different,  he  might  have 
^'"n  very  soon  satisfied. 

"*  Mr.  Langton  and  he  having  gone  to  see  a 
freeauion*s  funeral  procession  when  they  were 
at  Rochester,  and  some  solemn  music  being 
played  on  French  horns,  he  said,  *  This  is  the 
^H  time  that  I  have  ever  been  affected  by 
Qusical  sounds ;  *  adding,  ^  that  the  impression 
B>ade  upon  him  was  of  a  melancholy  kind.* 
^-  Langton  saying,  that  this  effect  was  a  fine 
^^^Johhsom.    *Xe8,  if  it  softens  the  mind 


'  Th*  frvadi  horn,  howtvcr.  U  lo  br  from  bttaff  i 
'"<* ^r  IT,  th«t  wheo  Um  •cram  b  light,  and  In  the  a«M, 
**<^  M  MChlnf  m  chMrful  I  It  mm  »•  Aioeral  ni  ration, 
■^  WbiMv  cho  tolMnnitf  of  tho  Mnto.  thrt  prodyeod  Um 
*^t)fo  tfWt  h«r«  montlonnd.  ~  BoM»v.  Saraljr  tho 
■*it40t  «r  th«  French  horn  Is  fraf«r  than  tho  troUU  of  tho 
***'  ><n.  -^Ukmum  aaM  oT  lCtt«li:.  thai  It  waa  th«  onlf  tan. 

**i\* wlihMC  vtoaL**—  OmmkhWa  Jpopk,  -^  CnoiUHi, 

•♦4? 

'  It  thMM  ba 
**  tktny  Mtfi 
**«>"t,  I71S 

*a* cl«nr.    Paihayi  Johnaon  maant  that  Oratk  waa  an 
It,  Ilka  Inet,  of  whieh  avarj  aaa  fata  and 


barad,  that  thU  waa  lald  twralr-lva 
hail  laea  wag  rarr  fanarallj  worn.  ~. 
•tan  wkh  Ihlt  asplanatioa  tha  Bwanlnf 

'an  ria- 


Or. 


M  ha  €■■..€ 
•  9^  4tft.  n.  a  ^  O. 


la  hk  LICi  of  Cawlay,  aayt,  that  thata  ara 


80  as  to  ])repare  it  for  the  reception  of  salutarv 
feelings,  it  may  be  ^ood :  but  masmuch  as  it  is 
melancholy  per  s«,  it  is  bad.' 

"  Goldsmith  had  long  a  visionary  project, 
that  some  time  or  other,  when  his  circumstances 
should  be  easier,  he  would  go  to  Aleppo,  in 
order  to  acquire  a  knowledge,  as  far  as  ini^ht 
be,  of  any  arts  peculiar  to  the  East,  and  m- 
troduce  them  into  Britain.  When  this  was 
talked  of  in  Dr.  Johnson's  company,  he  said, 
*  Of  all  men.  Goldsmith  is  the  most  unfit  to  so 
out  upon  such  an  inquiry ;  for  he  is  utteny 
ignorant  of  such  arts  as  we  alreadv  possess, 
and  consequently  could  not  know  what  would 
be  accessions  to  our  present  stock  of  mechani- 
cal knowledge.  Sir,  he  would  bring  home  a 
^nding  barrow,  which  vou  see  in  every  street 
in  London,  and  think  tnat  he  had  furnished  a 
wonderful  improvement.* 

^  'Greek,  Sir,*  said  he,  *  is  like  laoe;  every 
man  gets  as  much  of  it  as  he  can.* ' 

"«  When  Lord  Charles  Hay,  after  hb  return 
from  America,  was  prepariii^  his  defence  to  be 
offered  to  the  court-martial  which  he  had 
demanded,  having  heard  Mr.  Langton  as  high 
in  expressions  of  admiration  of  Jminaon  as  he 
usually  was,  he  requested  that  Dr.  Johnson 
might  be  introduced  to  him ;  and  Mr.  Langton 
having  mentioned  it  to  Johnson,  he  very  kindly 
and  readily  agreed;  and,  being  presented  by 
Mr.  Langton  to  his  lordship,  while  under 
arrest,  he  saw  him  several  times ;  upon  one  of 
which  occasions  Lord  Charles  read  to  him  what 
he  had  prepared,  which  Johnson  dgnified  his 
approbation  of,  saying,  *  It  is  a  very  good  sol- 
dierly defence.*  Jo£son  said  that  he  had 
advised  his  lordship^  that  as  it  was  in  vain  to 
contend^  with  those  who  were  in  possesion  of 

Eower,  if  they  would  offer  him  the  rank  of 
eutenant*^neral,  and  a  f;ovemment,  it  would 
be  better  judged  to  desist  from  urging  his 
complaints.  It  is  well  known  that  his  loraship 
died  before  the  sentence  was  made  known.' 

*'  Johnson  one  dav  gave  high  praise  to  Dr. 
Bentle^*s  verses  in  Do3slcy*s  Collection,  which 
he  recited  with  his  usual  energy.  Dr.  Adam 
Smith,  who  was  present,  observed,  in  his 
decisive  professorial  manner,  **Verv  well, — 
very  well.*  Johnson,  however,  adoed,  'Yes, 
they  are  very  well.  Sir ;  but  you  may  observe 
in  what  manner  they  are  welL  They  are  the 
forcible  verses  ^  of  a  man  of  a  strong  mind,  but 


**  Iba  onlf  Enf lUh  Tariaa  which  Bmtlaf  It  known  Co  hava 
writtan.**  I  shall  hara  Inttrt  thvat.  and  hopa  rnj  fcadars 
wUI  apply  tham. 

•*  Who  itrivta  lo  moont  FamaMm*  hill. 
And  thanca  fMMtk  laurab  brlnf . 
Must  Srat  acautradue  lorca  and  ahlll. 
Moaa  if  with  twan*!  or  aagla*a  whig. 

«*  Who  Vatura'i  traamraa  would  txplora. 
Har  mrrlarlaa  and  arrana  know, 


M iMt  hlfh  ai  loftv  Nawtnn 
Mnat  ataop  aa  aalflat  Woodward  low. 


**  Who  ilvdiat  anrtant  laart  and  ritaa. 
Tongvat,  arta,  and  araaa,  and  hbiorr. 
Mmc  dtodfo,  liha  aoMan.  data  and  aighti, 
taiiha  andlaaa  lahaw  dia. 
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not  accustomed  to  write  verse;  for  there  is 
some  unconthness  in  the  expremm.*  * 

^Drinking  tea  one  day  at  Garrick*s  irith 
Mr.  Langton,  he  was  qaesiiened  if  he  was  not 
somewhat  of  a  heretic  as  to  Skakspeare.  Said 
Oarrick, '  I  doubt  he  is  a  little  <i  an  infidel.' 
'  Sir,*  said  Johnson,  *  I  will  etuid  bj  the  lines 
I  have  written  on  Skakspeare  in  my  prologue 
at  the  opening  of  jour  theatre.*  Mr.  Laagton 
suggested,  that  m  the  Kne,— ^ 

'  And  panting  Time  toird  after  him  in  vain,' 

Johnson  might  have  had  in  bis  eye  the  passage 
in  the  *  Tempest,*  where  Proepero  sajrs  of 
Miranda,  '-^ 

She  will  outstrip  all  praise. 


And  make  it  halt  behind  her. 

Johnson  said  nothing.  Grarriek  then  ventnred 
;  to  observe, '  I  do  not  think  that  Uie  happiest 
line  in  the  praise  of  Skakspeare.*  Johnson 
!  ekehumed  (ttnilttig),  *  ProMical  rogues !  next 
time  I  write,  I  *U  make  both  time  and  space 
pa&t.*« 

**  It  k  well  known  that  there  was  formerly 

,  a  rade  custom  for  those  who  were  sailing  npon 

.  the  Thames  to  accost  each  other  at  thev  passed 

in  the  meet  abusive  laa^nage  they  conld  invent ; 

'  generally,  however,  with  as  much  satirical  hu- 

.  moor  as  ^ey   were    capable  of  ^rodttein{|^. 

Addison  gives  a  specimen  of  this  ribaldry  m 

Nmmber-SSS.  of  'The  Spectator,*  when  Sir 

Roffer  de  Coverly  and  he  are  gotn^  to  Springs 

garaen.^     Johaaon  was  once  emmently  sue* 

oeMfttl  in  this  raecies  of  contest.     A  fellow 

having  attabked  nim  with  some  coarse  raiUerv, 

Johnson  answered  him  dins, '  Sir,  your  wijfe, 

vmUrfr$imee^h§epimgmhim§$€ftU/inme^  is 

a  receiver  of  stolea  goods.*    One  evening  when 

he  and  Mr.  Burke  and  Mr.  Langton  were  in 

company  tceether,  and  the  adminible  scolding 

of  Ximon  m  Athens  was  mentioned,  this  in- 


**  Wbo  trwreto  In  reticloai  jart, 

(Truth  mlxM  with  error,  tiMdM  with  rajt,) 
hmm  WMitoa,  wantloc  pyx  or  tUn, 
In  ocean  wide  or  sinks  or  strays. 

**  But  sraet  onr  hero's  hope  loot  toll 
And  comprehensive  railus  crown. 
All  edencee,  si)  hearts  his  spoil. 
Yet  what  reward,  or  what  renown  ? 

**  Envy,  Innato  In  vulsar  sonlt. 

Bnvy  at«|M  In andilops  his  rise ; 
Bnvv  with  polson'd  tarnish  fouls 
Hu  lustre^  and  his  worth  decries. 

**  Inffjorlous  or  by  wants  enthrall'd. 
To  colieoe  and  old  books  confined ; 
A  P0dant  ftam  his  learning  callM, 

Dunces  adTanced,  he's  left  behind : 
Yet  left  content,  a  genuine  etotc  he. 
Great  without  patron,  rich  without  Smith  Sea.** 

—  BoewBLL. 

The  last  stanta  Is  cwrrected  (torn  a  better  copy  found  by 
J.  BoswnLjun Caosia. 

>  The  diflbrence  between  Johnson  and  Smith  Is  apparent 
even  in  this  slight  liisUnce.  Smith  was  a  nuin  or  extra, 
ordinary  application,  and  had  his  mind  crowded  with  all 
manner  of  sul^ei'ts  ;  but  the  forre,  acuteness,  and  vIvadtT  of 
Johnson  were  not  to  be  found  there.  He  had  b.>*k-'niak'tng 
so  much  In  his  thoughts,  and  w«s  sochary  of  what  might  be 
turned  to  aenmnt  In  thut  wny,  that  he  onee  said  to  Sir 
Joshua  Reynolds,  that  he  made  it  a  role,  when  in  company, 


stance  of  Johnson's  was  qnoted,  sad  Aosght 
to  have  at  least  equal  exceUcnce. 

^  As  Johnson  always  aflowed  the  eztnor- 
dtnarv  talents  of  Ifr.  Bnrke,  so  Mr.  Bub 
was  niUy  sensible  of  the  woodarfbl  pewen  of 
Johnson.  Mr.  Langton  recollects  kavag  yd 
an  evening  with  both  of  theos,  when  Mr.  Boib 
repeatedly  entered  npon  topics  iriuck  it  wu 
evident  he  would  have  iUnata-ated  with  ceIcb- 
sive  knowledge  and  richaem  of  ezpranon; 
but  Johnson  dways  sciaed  iqnn  the  can? eni> 
tion,  in  wluch,  however,  he  ncfsstted  kindf  m 
a  most  masterly  manner.  Aa  Mr.  Bake  ud 
Mr.  Langton  were  walking  hease,  Mr.  BvAt 
observed  that  Johnson  haA  been  venr  grat 
that  Bi|riit :  Mr.  Langton  joued  m  tkii,hrt 
added,  ne  could  have  wished  to  hesr  imt 
from  ano^er  person  (plainlv  intimsiiiig  lint 
he  meant  Mr.  BuriLO).  '6,  no,*  mid  Mr. 
Bnrke,  *  it  is  enough  for  me  to  have  nag  Ik 
beQtohim.' 

^  Beaudeik  having  observed  to  him  of  «e 
of  their  friends,  that  he  was  nwkward  at  eooiit- 
ing  money;  « Why,  Sir,*  aaid  Johnson,  I  m 
likewise  awkward  at  coontiM  monef.  fisi 
then.  Sir,  the  reason  is  jtbtm ;  I  have  had  nq 
little  numey  to  count.* 

"  He  had  an  abhorrence  of  alfeetatkin.  Talk- 
ing of  old  Mr.  Langton»  of  whom  he  ssid,  *  Sir, 
Tou  will  seldom  see  sndi  amitleflian,  sn^  vt 
nis  stores  of  literature,  sodi  his  knowMfe  ii 
divini^,  and  such  his  esempiary  life;  W 
added,  ^  and,  Sir,  he  has  no  griasaoe,  as  fff- 
ticulation,  no  bursts  of  admiration  on  tmial 
occaaons:  he  never  embraoca  yon  witk  n 
overacted  cordiality.* 

"  Beinff  in  company  with  a  gentlemaD  vbo 
thought  fit  to  mamtain  Dr.  Berkeley*!  isge- 
nious  philosophy,  that  nothing  eiists  hot  t» 
perceived  by  sooie  mind ;  when  the  |entleBiao 
was  ffoing  away,  Johnson  sa^  to  hua,  *  Fnji 
Sir,  clon*t  leave  ns ;  for  we  may  periuqn  forgci 


never  to  talk  of  what  he  understood.  Beawriet*.  had  tet 
short  time  a  pretty  high  opinion  of  Sniah*s 
Gorrlck.  after  listmlnff  to  htan  ier  a  wliOo,  as  to  ene  ef  I 
his  expoeUUona  had  been  raised,  tnroed  stUy  Co  a  (Hni  ••• 
whispered  him.  ''What  say  yon  to  ibls?^eh«   ffsMf.i 


think.** «— BoawBLL.   I  « 

at  the  aub,  to  which  Smfthwas  admlttfld  In  im.-«ly 
Beauderk.  Gibbon,  Jonea,  and  Beynolda  belns  |in">* 
Cuun,  IS47.  _. 

*  1  am  sorry  to  see  In  the  **  Tmnsnrtlons  of  ths  w^ 
Society  of  Kdlnbargh/'  vol.  11.,  *■  An  ossay  on  the 
of  Hanslet,**  written.  I  should  snppoae.  bf 


thouffh  called  **  Rerereiid.**  who  speaks  with 

paiMliince  of  the  jrst  Itoorary  chainctsr  of  hk  afe.   1**^ 

cloudy  conftuion  of  words  (which  hath  of  latetno  eacnpM*" 

in  Srotland  ibr  twefiytyrfre),  ho  Ibus  ituisi  lactlodw 

one  of  the  noblest  Unea  In  onr  hiMOMa  : — ^Dr.  J«f^ 

has  reasaikad,  that  *  Tiaso  lelledafcsrhia  la  tala.'   M I 
shonM  aMnehend  tliat  this  la  #nlifrc%  ienMbsehrltr  fltaFartrr. 

Time  toila  after  <orrwffroinMn»  as  well  as  aaer  Shilyug; 

The  workmttt  of  an  ortinaiy  mlad  kem  fn«. b>^^^ 
time  (  they  move  no  fhaler  ;  tktg  hmm  tknr  kniiimmg,  <»«- 
m«ddlr,ond<teiraid/  batanpenor  natoiea  cm  w*» '^ 
huo  a  pornl.  They  do  not,  indeed,  swaprms  th«m :  hot  t>^ 
swmmd, or  they  ieck  Aem  ly  imikeknmt  *  TbelMreF« 
sodety,  under  whoea  sanction  sock  ^bMalsnshienl  heet** 
world,  would  do  well  to  oAr  a  premitao  toanyeoe  vw  «w 
discover  its  meaoinf . .  Boawai^  The  amber  el  this  rna 
was  Mr.  Thomas  Bobeftson,  aacrwani*  D.D.  swi  autbar  si 
a  ••  Uft  qf  hiarp  Quern  qf  SMs.**  ^  Cnann,  IMI- 
>  Vau&hall.  _  Caonu. 
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to  think  of  jou,  and  Uieii  you  will  oeoae  to 
exist/ 

^  Goldsmiihf  upon  beinff  viaited  hj  Johnson 
one  d»/  in  the  Teiapie,  said  to  him  with  a  litUe 
jealoiuty  of  the  appearance  d  his  aceowaoda" 
tion, '  I  shall  soon  be  in  better  riiambera  than 
ttiese.*  Johnson  at  the  same  tiose  checked  him 
and  paid  him  a  handsome  compliment,  implying 
tliat  a  man  of  hit  talenta  shoultl  be  above  at- 
tention to  such  distinctions, — *  KaT,  Sir,  never 
mind  that :  Nil  it  atmnvarU  esetra,  ^ 

^  At  the  time  when  his  nenaion  waa  granted 
to  him,  he  aaid,  with  a  noble  literary  amotion, 

*  Had  thia  harajened  twenty  yeam  ago,  I  should 
bave  gone  to  Constantinople  to  learn  Arabici 
tt  Pococke  did.* 

**  As  an  instance  of  the  niccneas  of  his  taate^ 
though  he  praised  Weat*t  translation  of  Pin- 
dar, he  pointed  out  the  following  paasagea  as 
faultf,  by  expressing  a  circumatance  so  minute 
as  to  detraot  from  the  general  dignity  which 
should  prevul :  — 

*  Down  then  flxim  thy  icKtfering  waQ^ 
Take,  O  Muse,  thy  dorian  lyre.' 

**  When  Mr.  Vesey '  waa  proposed  aa  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Literary  Club,  Mr«.  tfui^e  began  by 
suring  thai  be  waa  a  man  of  gentle  manners. 

*  Sir,  said  Johnaon,  ^you  need  sar  no  none. 
When  you  have  said  a  man  of  gentle  manners, 
you  have  said  enough.* 

"  The  late  Hr.  JFitsherbcrt  toki  Mr.  Lai«- 
ton  that  Johnson  said  to  him, '  Sir,  a  man  has 
BO  more  right  to  soy  an  uncivil  thing,  than  to 
•et  one ;  no  more  richt  to  say  a  rade  thing  to 
anotbur  than  to  knock  him  down.* 

*" '  My  dear  friend.  Dr.  Batkurst,*  said  he, 
with  a  warmth  ef  approbation,  *'  declared  he 
was  glad  that  his  father,  who  was  a  West  India 
phmter,  had  left  hia  affairs  in  total  ruin,  be- 
cause, having  no  estate,  he  was  not  under  the 
tempta^n  of  havine  slaves.* 

**  Aichardaon  had  little  conversation,  except 
sbout  his  owu  works,  of  which  Sir  Joshua 
Reynolds  said  he  was  always  willing  to  talk, 
and  glad  ito  have  them  introduced.'  Johnson, 
when  he  carried  Mr.  Langton  to  see  him,  pro- 
fessed that  he  could  bring  him  out  into  con- 
versation, and  used  this  allusive  expression, 

*  Sir,  I  can  make  him  raar.*  But  he  failed ; 
fat  in  that  interview  Ridmrdson  said  littde  else 


^      Vee  tc  qcMBflTCiii  extra. 

Kor  Mtk  beyond  jourielf. — fertiu*.  Sat.  1 . 7.  —  C 

'  The  Right  Hoa.  Aemaad«luim  Veiey  «w  elecM  a 
nnnber  of  the  lACeranr  Club  in  ITTS,  and  died  Aaswt  lltkk, 
1116.  —  MAI.OII&  Yel  ne  afterwenli  found  diet  ^tW  men- 
aera  alone  were  mot  "  emomgk  ;  **  for  when  Ufa.  Fioisl  once 
ackcd  Irin  concembig  the  coov«r««lliMuJ  powert  of  Mr. 
Veaty.  witb  erhon  ibe  wm  unecqaiiin|i<  **  He  talked  to 
B«/*  Mid  Jobmon.  "  one  dav  M  M«  Cimk  cvacerning  Ceti. 
ttne'i  conapiracy  ;  ao  I  wicharew  my  aitentlen,  and  »fMMnbf 
•tnnt  To«i  Thumb.**  ^Caoftsa. 

*  A  literary  lady  ha*  fapanred  me  wtib  a  cliaractnrUdc 
iaecdote  of  Richardaon.  One  day  at  hia  country  bouae  at 
Kortbend,  erbere  a  large  eompany  waa  aeaembled  at  diinier, 
a  geBCl«>man.  who  waa  juat  refurned  trvm  Puria.  willing  lo 
piMie  Mr  Rkbafdaon,  mentioned  lo  hbn  a  verv  flattering 
drcumitannr.  that  he  bad  teen  hia  Clariaca  hutg  on  tlw 
Ufi(*a  brother's  table.    Rlchardaon,  Abaerving 'that  part  of 


than  that  there  lav  m  the  room  a  translation  of 
hia  Clarissa  into  Uermaa. 

*^  Once  when  somebodjr  preduoed  a  iiew f-r 
pq)er  in  which  there  was  a  letter  of  atanisd 
abuse  of  Shr  Joshua  Reynolds,  of  which  Jo£b« 
son  himaelf  eame  in  for  a  share,  *  Praj^'  miid 
he,  *  let  us  have  it  read  akmd  from  beguaing 
to  end ;  which  being  done,  he,  with  a  ludicmua 
eamcftness,  and  not  directing  his  look  to  fmy 
particular  person,  called  out,  *Are  «e  alire 
after  all  thM  satire?* 

^  He  had  a  strong  prejudice  against  the 
pditical  characttf  of  Seeker,  one  instance  of 
which  »peared  at  Oxibrd,  where  he  exoraased 
great  aissatiBfiiction  at  his  yarying  the  old- 
estobliahed  toaat,  'Church  and  king.*  'The 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury,*  aaid  be,  with  %^ 
affected,  smooth,  smiling  grimace,  drinks  **'  Cmi- 
stitution  in  church  and  state."  Being  asked 
what  difierencetherewaa  between  theiweteaata, 
he  aaid,  'Why,  Sir,  you  may  be  sure  he  Bseant 
something.*  Yet  when  the  life  of  that  prelat^i 
prefixed  to  his  sermons  by  Dr.  Porteaa  and 
I>r.  Stinton,  his  chaplains,  firrt  eaaae  out,  he 
read  it  with  the  utmoett  avidity,  and  said«  *  j| 
ia  a  life  well  written,  and  thi^  well  deaarrea  to 
be  Feeorded** 

*«  Of  acertain  noble  lord%  he  said,  'Reapeel 
him  yeu  could  not ;  fiir  he  had  no  mind  of  his 
own.  LoTe  him  Tou  could  not ;  far  that  whiek 
you  could  do  witn  him  every  one  elae  coidd.* 

''Of  Dr.  Goldsmith  hesaid»  'Ko  man  was 
more  foolish  when  he  had  not  a  pen  in  his 
hsad,  or  more  wise  when  he  had.* 
^  "  He  tcdd,  in  hia  lively  maimer,  the  foUowiiag 
literary  anecdote :  — '  Gveen  and  Guthrie»  aa 
Irishman  and  a  Scotchman,  undertook  a  ttans- 
laftion  of  Duhalde'a  History  of  China.  Gveai 
said  of  Guthrie,  that  he  knew  no  English,  and 
Guthrie  of  Green,  that  he  knew  no  French  \ 
and  these  two  undertook  to  translate  Duhalde*s 
History  of  China.  In  this  translatiosi  theit 
was  found, '  ilie  twenty-aixth  day  of  the  aew 
moon.*  Now,  aa  the  whde  age  of  Uie  moon  is 
but  twenty-eight  days,  the  moon,  instead  ef 
beine  new,  was  nearly  aa  old  as  it  could  be. 
The  blunder  arose  from  their  mistaking  the  word 
nsttvitfnie,  ninth,  for  amiffflZe,  or  newsBy  new.* 

"  Talking  of  Dr.  Blegden*s^  copiouanem  and 
precision  of  communication.  Dr.  Johnaon  said, 
'  Blagden,  Sir,  ia  a  deUghtlul  feQow.* 


the  eompany  were  engaged  In  talking  to  each  other,  aflbctod 
then  noi  to  attend  to  It ;  but,  17  aM  \n^  whan  tkeve  waa  a 


Cneval  alienee,  and  he  thought  that 
lly  heard,  he  addreeaed  hfaMotf 


flattery  might  be 


lo  the  gentleman :  **  ItMnk, 
about  '^—  paudng  In  a  high 
gentlamaa,  provoked  at  hia 


Sir,  you  were  eaying  tc 
flutter  of  enpectallon. 

taordlnate  vanity,  reaoleed  not  to  tatdnlge'  It,  ami  with  aa 
exquMlely  dy  air  of  ladlibrenee,  anawered,  *'  A  mere  trlSa, 
Sir,  not  wortn  repeating.**  The  mortiflcatioa  of  RiebardMn 
waa  Tifllble,  and  he  did  net  apeak  ten  wocda  more  the  whole 
day.  Doctor  Johnaon  waa  peeaent,  and  appeared  to  enjoT  U 
much.  —  Boewau.. 

4  Probably  Lord  Cork.    See  mmti,  p.  5BB.  609.  —  CaoKsa. 

ft  Afterwarda  Sir  Charlea  Blagdea.  Hannah  More'a  aoceuiit 
of  him  waa,  "  Doctor  Bhigden  ia  Secretary  to  the  Royal 
Society,  ao  modeat,  ao  aenalble,  and  ao  knowing,  that  he  es- 
empUilea  Pope'a  Uite,  *  Willing  to  teach,  anitjet  not  prnod  to 
know.'  '* —Uf*,  vol.  11.  p.  M  —  CnoKBB,  1805. 
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*^  On  occasion  of  Dr.  Johnson*!  publishing 
his  pamphlet  of  ^  The  False  Alarm/  taere  came 
out  a  very  anerj  answer  (by  many  supposed  to 
be  by  Mr.  Wilkes).  Dr.  Johnson  determined 
on  not  answering  it ;  but,  in  conversation  with 
Mr.  Lanffton,  mentioned  a  particular  or  two, 
which,  if  he  had  replied  to  it,  he  might  perh^M 
have  inserted.  In  the  answerer^spamphlet,  it 
had  been  said  with  solemnity,  *Do  you  con- 
sider. Sir,  that  a  house  of  commons  is  to  the 
people  as  a  creature  is  to  its  Creator  ?  *  *  To 
this  question,*  said  Dr.  Johnson,  *  1  could  have 
replied,  that,  in  the  first  place,  the  idea  of  a 
Creator  must  be  such  as  that  he  has apower 
to  unmake  or  annihilate  his  creature.  Tnen  it 
cannot  be  conceived  that  a  creature  can  make 
laws  for  its  Oeator.*  ^ 

^  '  Depend  upon  it,'  said  he,  *  that  if  a  man 
ialkt  of  his  misfortunes,  there  is  something  in 
them  that  is  not  disagreeable  to  him;  for 
where  there  is  nothing  but  pure  misery,  there 
never  is  any  recourse  to  the  mention  of  it.' 

**  ^  A  man  must  be  a  poor  bea^t,  that  should 
read  no  more  in  quantity  than  he  could  utter 
aloud.' 

**  *  Imlac,  in  Rasselas,*  I  spelt  with  a  c  at  the 
end,  because  it  is  less  like  Enslish,  which 
should  always  have  the  Saxon  k  wd&d  to  the  c*  * 

**  *  Many  a  man  is  mad  in  certain  instances, 
and  goes  through  lifb  without  having  it  per- 
ceived. For  example,  a  madness  has  seized  a 
person,  of  supposinjT  himself  obliged  literally 
to  pray  continually  ^:  had  the  madness  turned 
the  opposite  way,  and  the  person  thought  it  a 
crime  ever  to  prayf  it  miffnt  not  improbably 
have  continued  unobserved.* 

^  He  apprehended  that  the  delineation  of 
eharacterg  m  the  end  of  the  first  book  of  the 
« Retreat  of  the  Ten  Thousand*  was  the  first 
instance  of  the  kind  that  was  known. 

^  '  Supposing,*  smd  he,  *  a  wife  to  be  of  a 
studious  or  argumentative  turn,  it  would  be 
very  troublesome:  for  instance,  if  a  woman 
should  continuallv  dwell  upon  the  subject  of 
the  Arian  heresy. 

**>  ( Ko  man  sp^iu  concerninj^  another,  even 
suppose  it  to  be  in  his  praise,  if  he  thinks  he 
does  not  hear  him,  exactly  as  he  would  if  he 
thought  he  was  within  hearing.  ^ 

^  *•  The  applause  of  a  single  human  being  is 
of  great  consequence.*     Inis  he  said  to  me 


1  HU  prolband  MionUlda  of  th«  Grwl  FInC  Caow  «« 
•ach  M  to  let  bim  above  tbat  **  phUotopbj  and  Yaio  dcMit  ** 
witb  which  mm  of  narrow  coneepttooa  havo  bacn  Infeelad. 
1  hav*  beard  blm  ■troofljr  aMOntaia  that  *'  what  b  right  it 
not  10  frooi  aojr  aatnral  ttamu,  but  baeaatt  God  wills  k  to 
ba  right; "  and  It  b  certainlj  m,  bocaiiM  ha  baa  iiradiapogad 
the  rclatioos  of  tbloga  ao.  aa  that  which  ha  wilb  aaoaC  ba 
itebL^Boawnx. 

s  1  hope  tha  aotborltjr  of  tba  graat  maitar  of  oar  langvaf* 
will. atop  that  cartaUlnr  tnnoTatloo  bjr  which  wa  aaa  erUte, 
public^  Jrc.  ^Muentlj  writtan  Inataad  of  eriHdt^pmbtiek^  Jkc. 
^Doawiix.  Wh/  abottld  wa  not  ratrench  aa  obvlouc  sopar- 
flultjr  ?  In  the  precadinc  at*  pmbtk  and  eritk  ware  written 
pubhqme  and  erIiifMe.  I  Snd  that  Johnson  blmMlf,  In  a 
memorandum  among  Mr.  Andardoo'a  papers,  dated  In  17S4. 
wrttrs  ■*  etMe  Cpct**  —  Caonia. 

>  Johnson  bad.  no  doubt,  hb  poor  Mead  Baart  In  hto  ra- 
aeeaMil,p.  ias..Ci 


with  great  earnestness  of  manner*  very  i  _ 
the  time  of  his  decease,  on  occasion  of  Wvi^ 
desired  me  to  read  a  letter  addressed  to  hia 
from  some  person  in  the  north  of  En^and ; 
which  when  I  had  done,  and  he  asked  nae  what 
the  contents  were,  as  I  thought  being  partaea* 
lar  upon  it  might  fati|pAe  him,  it  being  of  great 
lengtn,  I  only  told  him  in  general  tluU  it 
highly  in  his  praise ;  and  then  he  ex] 
himself  as  above. 

**  He  mentioned  with  an  ur  of 
what  Baretti  had  told  him ;  that, 
the  course  of  his  studying  English  with 
cellent  p^per  in  *The  Spoetator«*  one  of  Ibv' 
that  were  written  by  the  rfgpec  table  dasaeal* 
ing  minister,  Mr.  Grove  of  Taunton,  and  o^ 
serving  the  genius  and  energy  of  miiid  t^i  it 
exhibits,  it  greatly  quicken^  his  curiuaiiy  to 
visit  our  countrjr ;  as  he  thought,  if  amA 
the  lighter  penodical  enays  of  ooi 
their  productions  on  more  weighty 
must  oe  wonderful  indeed  I 

^  He  observed  once,  at  Sir  Joshm  Rey- 
nolds's, that  a  bqmr  in  the  street  will 
readily  ask  alms  from  a  mam,  though 
should  be  no  marks  of  wealth  in  hia 
ance,  than  finom  even  a  well-dresMd 
which  he  accounted  for  from  the  great 
of  carefulness  as  to  money,  that  ia  to  be 
in  women;  saying  farther  npon  it»  that  IW 
opportunities  in  general  that  they  poascv  ef 
improving  their  condition  are  mncn  fewer  tftaa 
men  have ;  and  adding,  as  he  looked  rooad  iW 
company,  which  consisted  of  men  only,  *  IViv 
is  not  one  of  us  who  does  not  think  he  at^ht 
be  richer,  if  he  would  use  hia  endeavour,* 

'«  He  thus  characterised  ai 
of  his  acquaintance :  *  Sir,  he  is  an 
by  rule.* 

**  *  He  Mojr  hold  tqt  Aai  shiblb 
his  ewtmiee^  was  an  observatioo  on 
reference  to  his  description  of  the  ahirld  cf 
Achilles,  made  by  Mrs.  Fiuhcrbect  [n.  «)  1 
wife  to  his  friend  Mr.  Fitsherbert  of  DcrW- 
shire,  and  ropected  by  Dr.  Johnson  aa  a 
fine  one.''     He  had  in  cencral  a  Tcrj 
opinion  of  that  lady*s  unaerstaadin|r. 

'  ^*  An  observation  of  Bathurst*s  may  be  i 
tioned,  which  Johnson  repeated,  afipi  ai  ing.  tm 
acknowledge  it  to  be  well  fonnded ;  ramrij.  a 
was  somewhat  remarkable  how 


4Thb 
n.  6,  and  &  SS4.  n 
havfnf  written  bit  Jonmal  of 
under  Johnaon*g  taMfwctiaa.-. 

•  No^B(a.SOt 
aon'i  pralae  or  that  w  ji»..i^. 
In  the  Btoar^kal  Puniia  tn 
attrlboted  (1  know  not  wbf )  to  No 

•  8iemelaAradh«el 
■MotalJonraeri 

y  Maanin*.  ' 
ahlaldorAehlllaa 
to  prove  hhn  a  graac 
ri«a.     Bat  the 
■iMif  of  the  aneedotei  hi  Mr 
verr  obiearrif 

jnmblad  inta  wm 
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cvion  of  coming  into  the  oompanj  of  anj  new 

terson,  one  fdt  any  wisb  or  inclination  to  see 
im  again.** 


Tills  year  the  Reverend  Dr.  Franklin  Baying 
published  a  translation  of  "  Lucian,**  inscribed 
to  him  tbe  Demoruuc  thus :  — 

**  To  Dr.  Samutl  Johnson,  the  Demonaz  of  the 
present  igei  this  picee  is  inscribed  by  a  sincere  ad- 
mirer of  his  rsspectable  talents* 

Ths  TaAXSLATOa.** 

Tboagh  upon  a  particular  comparison  of 
Dcmonax  ana  Johnson,  there  does  not  seem  to 
be  a  mat  deal  of  similaritj  between  them ', 
Oiis  aedicadon  is  a  just  conipliment  from  the 
genend  character  giren  bj  Lucian  of  the  an- 
cient sage,  **  dpierav  Jv  oiia  lyut  ^tkoeSpwv 
yiro^tvov,  the  best  philoeopher  whom  I  haye 
erer  seen  or  known. 


CHAPTER  LXXL 


1781. 

Th€  **  Limb  0fiAt  BmCi  **  tomfJ$Ud,  —  OimvatiomB 
hpjn,  and  wariom$  Reading*  m,  tkt  Lift  cf  CcmUff* 
.^  JTaffcr.  ^-  MUtom,  -—  Drydtm,  —  AyM.  — 
Hrcom§.  — >  Addiwom,  —  PanuiL  —  Blaekmort.  -* 
P.'tiUpt,  —  ComgnM.  —  TUdbff.  -^  Ataukk,  — 
lA»rd  LylHrftoM.  —  r(mt0.^Smi/L 

Is  1781,  Johnson  at  last  completed  his  **LiTea 
of  the  Poets,**  of  which  he  gpres  thu  account : 
'*  S')nie  time  in  March  I  finished  the  *  Lirei  of 
the  Poets,*  which  I  wrote  in  mj  usual  way, 
dilatorily  and  hastily,  unwilling  to  wori:,  and 
»(rtkiog  with  Tigour  and  haste.**  *  In  a  me- 
mortnoum  previous  to  this,  he  says  of  them : 
**  Written,  I  hope,  in  such  a  manner  as  may 
tend  to  the  promotbn  of  piety.**  —  (iV.  ami 
Mtd^  ^  174. 190.) 

This  u  the  work  which,  of  all  Dr.  Johnson*s 
writings,  will  perh^  be  read  most  generally. 


*  Th«r«  wtre  mmf  palnU  ta  wbleh  lohoMin  dM  oot  r«- 
Mn>>i«  irt^iMM.  who  WM  blfb-bom  and  rich.  Twy  eiUtf  to 
^«  tDJiHMr*,  ■«Bti«  la  vfuiMM  Mtf  tvin  In  bU  rtprl- 
■aid*,  nd  lived  le  a  fftel  et»  <»  wrietoneplad  hastth  i  kut 
li  rvmrn  ocher  pertieiibrt  LttdMi'i  character  Maai  wpll- 
«aU«  |»  lolmMHi  s  nd  ladaad  hla  tract  rMcmMac  (la  Ullla) 
B4i«Fl.*t  wm%  vera,  briaf  a  callactlae  of  obcarvatloet  oe 
•*v«Tal  toHct,«Qfai.crWeal,  and  riliffloiM.  made  bv  a  phll- 
Mf  >wr  af  maeg  Man,  rvadjr  wit,  aetf  fMrlaa*  vvradtf  \  and 
0»  dMraelar  wkldi  tedaa  Mcrtbaa  la  the  cmiTrrMiloB  of 
I)<^-4eaa  Mvaan  to  Ma  eoC  unllk*  (oMklof  dea  allawaMa 
(w  x\m  Sdfciata  or  aorlani  and  OMdara  habiu  and  lopka) 
t^  tt,  to  «r  ttaS  9i  Dr.  iohaaaa—  Ci 


I  Thit  tortUty  of  «rritli«.«id  this  dilatorioaM  avar  to 
VTltf.  Or.  JohtMon  alvaya  rrtalnad.  frocn  Iha  4ar»  Ibat  ba 
lat  ••bad  end  dktatad  Wa  frit  pttbileaHon  to  Mr.  Hactor,  to 
n»  maaMBt  he  Mate  hm  coof  oat  thoaa  varUiioet  la  Popa't 
HMr.f  wblca  ara  prioiad  U  ttaa  Umftf  Ike  Potto.  •  And 
•n*-.*  laSi  be.  whan  I  bal  telcbad  It  for  blm**  Haar  not  Mr. 
Vicii«U[iheprMarlorepla.*»/«ei/.    TbalrM 


and  with  most  pleasure.  Philology  and  bio- 
graphy were  his  faTourite  pursuits,  and  those 
who  uved  most  in  intimacy  with  him,  heard 
him  upon  all  occasions,  when  there  was  a  pro- 
per opportunity,  take  delight  in  expatiating 
upon  the  Tarious  merits  of  the  English  poets : 
upon  the  niceties  of  their  characters,  and  the 
erenta  of  their  progress  through  Uie  worid 
which  they  contributed  to  illuminate.  His 
mind  was  so  full  of  that  kind  of  information, 
and  it  was  so  well  arranged  in  his  memory,  that 
in  performinff  what  he  had  undertaken  in  this 
way,  he  had  little  more  to  do  than  to  put  his 
thoujg;hts  upon  oaper;  exhibiting  first  each, 
poet  s  life,  and  tnen  subjoining  a  critical  exa- 
mination of  his  genius  and  works.  But  when 
he  began  to  write,  the  subject  swelled  in  such 
a  manner,  that  instead  of  fu^aoes  to  each  poet, 
of  no  mora  than  a  few  pages,  as  he  had  origi* 
nally  intended',  he  produced  an  ample,  rich, 
and  moat  entertaining  view  of  them  in  erery 
resnect.  In  this  he  resembled  Qnintilian,  who 
tells  us,  that  in  the  composition  of  hia  ^  Insti- 
tutions of  Oratory,**  **JLatii^  u  temen  uperi* 
miU  mtderiay  jtbu  qvam  impcm^mhiir  onerii 
tptnUe  tuMcepi.  The  booksellers,  justly  sensi- 
ble of  the  great  additional  value  of  the  copy- 
right, presented  him  with  another  hundred 
pounds,  over  and  above  two  hundred,  for  which 
nis  agreement  was  to  furnish  such  prefaces  as 
he  thought  fit.^ 

This  wss,  however,  but  a  small  recom|)ence 
for  such  a  collection  of  biography,  and  such 
prineiples  and  illustratioot  of  criticism,  as,  if 
digested  and  arranged  in  one  system,  by  some 
modem  Aristotle  or  Longinua,  might  finm  a 
code  upon  that  subject,  such  aa  no  other  nation 
can  show.  Aa  he  was  so  good  as  to  make  me 
a  present  of  the  greatest  ^rt  of  the  oii^inal, 
and  indeed  oidy,  manuscript  of  this  admirable 
work,  I  have  an  opportimitv  of  observing  with 
wondter  the  correctness  witn  which  he  rapidly 
struck  oflT  such  glowing  composition.  He  may 
be  assimilated  to  the  lady  in  Waller,  who  could 
impress  with  **  love  at  first  sight :  ** 

"  Some  other  nymphs  with  eolourt  Ikiat, 
And  pcoeil  alow,  may  Cupid  paint. 
And  a  week  heart  in  time  destroy  : 
She  has  a  stamp,  and  prints  the  boy.* 


InlTTS.  TbItaditSoeortheFeatawaataalfttf 
Tolidnaa,  mall  uctaro.«»  Caoen. 

*  Hii  daalga  l«  tbnt  aasoonecd  In  bit  adfcrtlar— at  t  **  The 
beekaaUan  bavlng  datannlBad  to  poMlah  a  bod;  of  Rngllah 
poaCry,  I  waa  partuadad  to  pronlia  tbam  a  prrfaca  to  iha 
worka  of  aach  anibor  t  an  oodartaklot.  aa  It  «at  th«n  pre- 
8aBtadtoBi7alnd,aoCvai7trdloaaordUBcttlt.  Mjrpuriioaa 
waa  oolf  to  nara  allotted  to  ewnj  poet  an  advertbemrnt.  ilka 
IbaC  vlUcli  wa  Sod  in  tha '  French  MlacelUolai,'  cmitaiolnf 
a  few  dataa,  and  a  faneral  character  t  but  I  have  been  Ird  ~ 

honatt 


■f  hitantloo.  I  bope  bj  tba 
planinra.  —  BoawsLL. 


daaira  o(  flvlof 


m  tor  two  hondrad  nbiaaa,  and  tba  l«ok- 
aalUn  iponCanaoaaly  added  a  iMird  bundrcd ;  on  thb  occmIoo 
Dr.  Jobnaoo  obiarTed  to  in^  **  Sir,  I  alwara  aald  iba  book- 
aallert  were  a  genecona  aal  or  man.  Nor,  in  tba  prraent  In- 
iCanee.  bare  I  raaMNi  lo  eoaaplaln.  Tbe  bet  li,  not  that  tluw 
hate  anid  me  too  Utile,  bat  that  I  have  written  too  mocb.'^ 
The  **  Uvea  **  were  toon  peMlabed  In  a  Mporata  adUlont 
Ibr  a  very  few  aorractlona.  ha  waa  prataaled  with 
hendradgvdnaea.— Mieaoie.  Jiili,p.itt.a.l.— C. 


^ 


>'S  JLIFB  OF  JOHNSON* 


1781. 


Thai  he,  hmrerer,  had  m  good  deal  cf  trwi* 
blct  md  fonie  aazieijv  in  caiTTiiig  on  the  work, 
we  aee  firom  a  series  of  lelten  to  Mr.  Nicbola, 
iha  priBlcr,  whose  Tsrietj  of  Ittenrj  iaqniij 
end  oUiging  di^Misilian  zendeied  has  vsefiu 
to  Johnson.    Tluis :  — 

-  la  the  life  itf  Wsllsr,  Mb  Nlchak  win  finds, 
wfimiii  to  the  JPsrlienieDtaTy  Hnlory,  from  which 
a  long  qvotstioB  is  to  be  iiMsrted.  If  Mr.  Nichok 
aumot  cssilj  find  the  hook*  Mr.  Johnson  will  send 
h  from  Strcetham. 

<*  CUreodoo  it  beiv  returned. 

**  By  loinc  soeident  I  hud  voor  note  upon  Duke 
'up  lo  lafrly.  that  I  cannot  find  it,  Tour  infonnoliona 
boTC  been  of  great  uae  to  me.  f  must  beg  it 
again,  with  another  list  of  our  authon,  finr  I  hare 
laid  that  with  the  other.  I  have  sent  Slepoejii 
Epttsph.  liCt  me  have  the  reviics  m  toon  ss  ssn 
be.     Deeesober,  177a. 

"•I  have  sent  nttps^  with  his  Ephaphi^  lobe 
iawrled.  lbs  frsgasni  «f  e  prsfroe  is  haid^ 
worth  the  impsemieo.  hut  that  we  nwj  seem  to  do 
sooBSthing.  Itnegr  bs  added  to  the  Lift  oT  Philips. 
Iks  Letuk  psffe  is  to  ba  added  to  the  Ufr  of  Smith. 
I  ehsU  be  st  hosw  to  leviss  the  two  sheeu  of 
Milton.     Msrch  U  1779. 

"  Flesss  to  get  me  the  last  edition  of  Hu^es^ 
Letten;  sod  tiy  to  ^  Dennis  upon  Blackmore 
and  upon  Cataw  and  any  thing  of  ihe  same  writer 
sgainst  Pope.     Our  materials  are  defective. 

*•  As  Waller  professed  to  have  hnitsled  Fsirfiiz, 
do  you  think  a  few  pages  of  Fsirfez  weidd  enrich 
our  edition?  Few  resdcrs  heve  ssen  tt»  end  it  assy 
plesse  tfiem.     But  it  is  not  assssssry. 

<««An  aseeost  efthe  Livosend  Works  «f  some 
of  ths  most  eouMntSni^ish Poets*  by,' &e.  «Ihe 
Eif^  Poets,  bicymphieslly  mel  eritiesUiy  eon. 
sidned,by  8sas.JobosaB.*  Lst  Mr.  Nichols  tshe 
his  chosre»  or  sMke  another  to  his  mind.  Msy, 
1781. 

"  You  somehow  fitrgot  the  sdvertiseswnt  fi>r  the 
new  edition.  It  wss  not  enclosed.  Of  Gsy*s 
Letters  I  see  not  that  any  use  can  be  made,  fur 
they  give  no  information  of  any  thing.  That  he 
wss  a  member  of  s  philosophical  sodety  is  some- 
thing ;  but  surely  he  could  be  but  a  corresponding 
member.  However,  not  hsving  his  life  here,  I 
know  not  bow  to  put  it  in,  and  it  is  of  little  im- 
portance.**' 

Mr.  Steerens  appears,  fhim  the  papers  in 
my  possession,  to  nave  supplied  him  with  some 
anecdotes  and  quotations ;  and  I  oheenre  the 
fiurhand'  of  Mn.  Thimle  as  (me  of  his  copyists 
of  select  passages.  But  he  was  princi|MdJr  in- 
debted to  my  steady  friend,  Mr.  Isaac  need, 
of  Staple-inn,  whose  extensiTe  and  accurate 
knowledge  of  English  literary  history  I  do  not 


>  8m  several  men  In"  The  G«BCleni«i*slf^Mloe,*'l78&. 
The  editor  of  that  miaoellanj.  fai  vMch  Jehotoa  wrote  for 
several  jreart,  sceaM  JuMhr  to  think  that  erwry  frngninat  of  so 
treat  a  man  ii  worthy  of  b«4nf  prwtcrvwL  —  Boswau.  The 
originala  are  now  la  the  British  Museum.  —  F.CviomioaAig. 

*  A/air  kandj  la  more  than  on«  sanae— her  writing  Is  aa 
almost  pertect  sp«dm«a  or  caHgraphy,  as  hcautUW,  I  think, 
as  I  ever  saw;  an4  this  power  rcmafaiad  nalnmalred  to  the 
last  T«ars  of  her  lonir  life.  ~  Caoam. 

>  Hawkins  sajrt,  that  he  also  gave  it  the  prefiprenee,  as-coD* 
a  niceK  invasUgatkia   and    dlscrlmlnatloB  ef  the 


with  ezMgesm^Qiis  when  I  uj  it  k 

onderlul :  indeen/his  labours  have  proved  it 

I  to  the  world ;  and  all  who  have  the  pbtfore  rf 

j  his  acquaintance  can  bear  testimony  to  tbe 

frankness  of  his  communications  in  private 

sodetj. 

It  18  not  mjr  intentiott  to  dwell  upon  esdi  of 
Johnscm's  **  Lires  of  the  Poets,**  or  attempt  ta 
analysis  of  their  merits,  whidi,  were  I  sUe  to 
do  it^  would  take  up  too  mndi  room  in  tbs 
wofk ;  yet  I  ahall  make  a  few  ofaserrstiaBft 
upon  some  of  them,  and  iaaert  a  few  rsnosi 
reactiBOL 

The  JLife  of  Cowunr  he  himself  consideRd 
as  the  best  of  the  whole,  on  account  of  tbedii- 
sertation  which  it  contains  on  the  Mdakjpi' 
ad  Poe£i.'  Dry  den,  whose  criticsl  abflitiei 
were  equal  to hispoetical,  had  mentioosdtkB 
in  his  excellent  IJedication  of  his  JuTenil,  but 
had  barely  mentioned  them.  Johnson  has  ex- 
hibited them  at  large,  with  such  happy  iOiis- 
tration  from  their  writings,  and  in  so  lumlnoas 
a  manner,  that  indeed  he  may  be  allowed  Uie 
full  merit  of  noTelty,  and  to  have  disooreredto 
us,  as  it  were,  a  new  planet  in  the  poetiol 
hemisphere. 

It  IS  remarked  by  Johnson,  in  considers^ 
the  works  of  a  poet\  that  ** amendmeDti  art 
seldom  made  without  some  token  of  a  rest ;" 
but  I  do  not  find  that  this  is  apdUcsbleto 
prose.'  We  shall  see,  that  though  his  snesd- 
ments  in  thb  work  are  for  the  better,  there  a 
nothing  of  the  paamm  daswiua;  tiw  textofe  ii 
uniform;  and  indeed,  what  hnd  been  there  et 
first,  is  very  seldom  unfit  to  hare  remtfaed. 

FarJoae  ileadfiyj*  «a  Sle  Lif^  ^Cmnxi. 

«  AH  [fiiture  notaries  of]  thai  aMy  krm^fBi 
far  aolitude. 

*'  To  eoneetve  and  cxecote  the  [lytotica  m 
pereeption]  pmnM  mmd  the  pUamum  of  other    "" 

•*  The  wide  cflulgenee  of  [the  faiaaig]  a 


In  the  Life  of  Waixxb,  Johnson  ^irei  sd»> 
tinctand  animated  narratiTe  of  public  a&iniB 
that  Tari^gaited  period,  with  strong  yet  sice 
touches  of  character ;  and  havini?  a  nir  epfMff^ 
tunityto  display  his  political  priociplci,  doei 
it  witii  an  unqualifiea  manlr  eoafideaeSi  sad 
satisfies  his  readers  how  noluy  he  might  htn 
executed  a  Tory  Hittory  of  his  oountnr. 

So  CMT  is  his  style  in  these  Lires,  thst  I  ^ 
not  recollect  more  ^lan  three  uPcnaMicB  or 
leuned  words:  one,  when  gi^ii^  an  si-oouat 
of  the  approadi  of  WaUer'a  Bsortal  disesse,  bs 
saya,  *^Ae  found  his  legs  grow  hand;"  hf 


c^araoteristics  of  wii,  than  1* 
^Caoaaa. 
4  Life  or  ShdBeld — 


^  See,  however,  p.  657.  of  this 
mark  Is  made,  and  Johnaoa  is  I 
hii  LlSt  of  Dnrden,  his  ehsmalloos 
Arthur**  fumUh  a  striking  faostar 
remoit . — Mai4M«. 

*  The  orljtinal  reedfaig  la  codoaed 
sent  one  Is  printed  in  UaUes — 


the 


cnehef  tM 


lakradM<,aniawi 


JEft.12. 


BOSWELL^S  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


667 


uing  the  conireifion  lik  legt  swelled^  h«  would 
have  ftroidea  this ;  and  tbm  would  have  been 
uo  improprietj  in  iu  being  followed  by  the  in- 
teresting qneitioa  to  his  phyticiaii,  *^  What  that 
welling  meant  ?**  Anotner,  when  he  mentions 
that  ropt  had  emitttd  projfMeala ;  when  jMift- 
hthed  or  itned  would  haTe  been  more  readily 
understood ;  and  a  third,  when  hecaHi  Orrery 
aod  Dr.  Delaney  writers  botli  undoubtedly 
veracUmM;  when  /rue,  hmeMt^  otfaiihfiil^  mifffat 
have  been  used.  Yet,  it  must  be  owned,  tnat 
none  of  these  are  hard  or  too  hig  words ;  that 
custom  would  make  them  seem  as  easy  as  any 
othen;  and  that  a  language  b  ricber  and  capa- 
ble of  more  beauty  of  expresnon,  by  haying  a 
greater  Tariety  of  synonymeai 

His  dissertation  upon  the  unfitnets  of  poetry 
for  the  awful  sufajw^  of  ovr  holr  religioo, 
thoofffa  I  do  not  entirely  agree  with  him,  has 
lit  toe  merit  of  originally,  with  mnonmon 
force  and  reasoning. 

fitrima  BtmSmgt  m  At  Lifi  ^  Wausb. 

«*ro— and  to  [the  iaMrtioo  of  their  aamai] 
*inr  HMB  mtmiuuiiwiL 

*rAft«r]  pmfimg  a  fine  of  tea  thoumnd  poondt. 

**  Coqmtolatiag  Cbtflet  the  Seeond  on  hit 
[eoroMftioa]  rttrnfred  right, 

**  H«  that  has  flatterr  ready  iir  all  whom  the 
vvuntadsa  of  tlM  wotla  happen  to  eiah,  mutt  be 
[eoo&siid  to  dcgtade  hia  powsrt] 


I 


*Thi  charactors  hywMah  Waller 
«rtimi^  hia  wntiagt  aM  [eUsnee] 

"Bliiwi—  to  be  yidMd  only  as  thty  [Iblehl 
/hrMfruita. 
**  loMOB  sMh  as  the  supsHleieB  «f  nature 


ttMytelae 
-Hiti 


(•r«tani«tiMi].^>. 
and  UBooaacqaential. 
[aooBetinea  oonfuacd]  md  dlwajft 


Ins  LHe  of  Miltoh,  the  hovnds  of 
wbi|qpsm  have  opened  in  full  eryJ  But  of 
Milioo*s  great  exoeUenoe  as  n  poet,  where 
dull  we  fiid  tnch  a  blaioB  as  by  the  hand  of 
Johnson?  I  shall  select  only  Uie  following 
pamge  concerning  '* F^urtdise  Lost  :**  — 

*  FsDcy  can  hardly  forbear  to  ooi^ectuie  with 
vhittcnpcr  Milton  surrtyed  the  aiUot  pragrsaa  of 


•  **  Mr.  Vkbob.**  un  Mitrpky.  *  vhoM  anMhaMVt  to  hU 
tlaMrtous  Mm4  «M  morted,  ibowtd  Ma,  In  I700»  •  bnek 
olM  MtmmU  «a  JotaioB't  Ufo  of  MUi«o,  te  wblch  tb« 
•Cttr  of  iMoAm  «m  raocvad  with  TtrulMce,  and  a  poetical 
la  th«  UcOTwy  Mafaaiii*,  ITIS  <«Wb  JatoMM  hat 
%o  vfHv  to  tint coUacCkmK  vai  avaad  «•  an  i^dltloml 
ranfordcllteraumalloc.  Ha  r— d  tha  HMioua  pMtat»  wtth 
utoa.  and  faMUMlr  wrote  on  the  maifto  t  *  In  Che  bail- 
or Lender  t  wet  deceived,  pertlj  fay  thlnlilaff  the  man 
tou  freatle  lo  be  fraodulenc.  Of  the  poetical  temie,  ouoted 
Ha  (be  Ift^aitoa,  I  •■  not  the  author.  I  faacf  It  vai 
pit  ia  after  I  had  quitted  that  work ;  for  I  ool  eolf  did  not 
«Ttie  a,  bnt  I  do  not  raaambar  H.*  **  But  tea  mmti,  p.  73. 
•  1  -  ran&na. 

^*  iee  ••  An  Beaiv  an  the  LlCr.  Character,  and  Writlngi  of 
Dr.  «mmH  Jobmon."  London.  17ari  wbkh  U  eory  wall 
•vtttMi.  MJkInt  n  praper  allowanae  U'T  the  deancratlcal 
^Mtry  ef  Iu  antbor  i  whom  1  manet  howo«ar  but  admlin 
fcr  fcto  Mhwalltf  in 


hia  work,  and  marked  hia  reputation  stealing  its 
wmy  in  a  kind  of  aubterrancoua  current,  through, 
lear  and  alienee.  1  cannot  but  eonee'iYe  him  calm 
and  conBdeni,  little  diaappointcd,  not  at  all  defected, 
relying  on  hia  own  merit  with  ateady  condoosnesab 
and  waiting,  without  impatieace,  the  Tieiaaitudes 
of  opinion,  and  the  impartiality  of  a  Ibture  genera- 
tkm.- 

Indeed  even  Dr.  Towers,  who  may  be  con- 
sidered as  one  of  the  wannest  xealots  dT  77l« 
IZsoohflKm  Sodetjf  itself,  allows,  that  **  Johnson 
has  spoken  in  the  highest  terms  of  the  abilities 
of ^  tlmt  great  poet,  and  has  bestowed  on  his 
principal  poetical  compositions  the  moat  ho* 
nouraole  encomiums.** ' 

That  a  man,  who  Tonerated  the  church  and 
monarchy  as  Johnson  did,  should  speak  with  a 
just  abhorrence  of  Milton  as  a  pontician,  or 
rather  as  a  daring  foe  to  good  polity,  was 
Burdr  to  be  expected ;  and  to  those  who  cen- 
sure him,  I  would  recommend  his  commentary 
on  Milton*s  celebrated  complaint  of  his  situ- 
ation, when  b^  the  lenity  of  Charles  the 
Second,  '*  a  lenity  of  whicli,**  as  Johnson  weU 
obsenres,  **  the  world  has  had  perhaps  no  other 
example,  he,  who  had  written  in  justification 
of  the  mnrder  of  hia  sovereign,  was  safe  tmder 
an  Act  of  ObUmon."  **  No  sooner  is  he  safe 
than  he  finds  himself  in  danger,  foBem  on  evii 
day 9  and  evS  tongue*^  uM  aarhieu  ami  loitt 
dmgon  eom^patted  roimd.  This  darkness,  had 
his  eyes  been  better  employed,  had  imdonbt- 
edly  deserved  compassion;  but  to  add  the 
■jention  of  dan|per  waa  uqi^atefnl  and  uijuat. 
He  waa  fellen,  indeed,  on  eoU  dtuft ;  the  time 
waa  coBse  in  which  regicides  could  no  loaiger 
boast  their  wickedness.  But  of  ewH  km^ma 
for  Milton  to  cooiplain,  required  impwdienee 
at  least  equal  to  nia  other  powera;  Milton, 
whose  warmest  advocates  must  allow,  that  he 
never  mared  any  asperity  of  reproach,  or  bru- 
talitv  of  insolence.** 

I  have,  indeed,  often  wondered  how  Milteiii 
*^  an  aerimoiiioiis  and  surljr  republican,** '  — *^  a 
man  who  in  hia  domestic  relations  waa  so 
severe  and  arbitrary,**  and  whose  head  waa 
filled  with  the  hardeat  and  moat  dismnl  ♦^iMptt 
of  Calvinism,  should  have  bccm  such  ^poot; 
should  not  only  have  written  with  sublositv, 
but  with  beauty,  and  even  gaiety;  ahofud 
have  exquiaitdy  painted  the  sweetest 


"Ha  BBWMwJ  cstraardioarT  ] 
which  were  araeh  eultifaard  hp  •tndp.  and  atlll  aare  bf 
niadltafton  and  idtttthiiL  Hia  aMaaory  was  renavkblf  r^ 
tmtive.  hie  fanagteatloo  oncoannMnly  rl|orout,  and  hie  judn^ 
•Mnf  keen  and  nanatnttaf.  Ha  had  a  fttroof  tenia  af  tha 
fanportanoa  of  raUglon  :  his  pla^  was  alncera,  and  lOtostliaai 
araeot ;  and  his  seal  for  the  tntorrets  of  Tlrtoe  was  aHaa 
■anIfMted  In  Us  aaoeeriatlon  and  to  hk  wrHlnfs.  Thoaanto 
enerer  which  was  displajed  In  his  literary  productions  was 
eihlMted  also  to  his  Mwnoismlon.  which  was  earlouB, 
tlrlhins.  and  lostractlve  \  and  perhaps  no  nan  ever  eaunlled 
hiia  for  ocrrous  and  pointed  repartees.  His  DIetiooary, 
hit  Moral  Essays,  and  his  prodoctfons  lo  polite  Mcemtnra, 
win  convey  osetol  Initruction,  end  elegant  entertalnnMnt, 
as  loftf  as  the  langfiac*  In  which  they  are  written  shall  be 

■■■■  J  ■  ■  ■■  II  ri  J   ** n««fl  ■ 


a  Johnaon'a  Lifo  ef  MUlan.  — 
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tions  of  which  our  nature  is  capable ;  imaged 
the  delicate  raptures  of  connubial  love ;  naj, 
seemed  to  be  animated  with  all  the  spirit  of 
revelry.  It  is  a  proof  that  in  the  human  mind 
the  dt>])artmenta  of  judgment  and  ima^nation, 
perception  and  temper,  iQay  sometimes  be 
divided  bj  strong  partitions;  and  that  the 
light  and  shade  in  the  same  character  maj  be 
kept  so  distinct  as  never  to  be  blended.' 

In  the  Life  of  Milton,  Johnson  took  occasion 
to  maintain  his  own  and  the  general  opinion 
of  the  excellence  of  rhjme  over  blank  verse, 
in  English  poetry;  and  quotes  this  apposite 
illustration  of  it  by  **  an  ingenious  critic,  that 
U  Meenu  to  be  verU  only  to  the  eye,*  The  gen- 
tleman whom  he  thus  characterises  is  (as  he 
told  Mr.  Seward)  Mr.  Lock, of  KorburjPark, 
in  Surrejr*  whose  knowledge  and  taste  in  the 
fine  arts  is  universally  celebrated ;  with  whose 
elegance  of  manners  the  writer  of  the  present 
work  has  felt  himself  much  impressed,  and  to 
whose  virtues  a  common  friend,  who  has  known 
him  long  and  is  not  much  addicted  to  flattery, 
gives  the  highest  testimony. 

Fatiomt  Bmduiy  im  tke  Lifi  ef  Miliov. 

**  I  cannot  find  any  meaning  but  this  which  [his 
moil  bigoted  advoeatm]  even  kimdauM  mui  reverence 
can  give. 

**  [Perhaps  no]  icareefy  any  man  ever  wrote  ao 
much,  and  praiMd  so  few. 

**  A  certain  [reacue]  prtMtrvatiee  from  oblivion. 

*<  Let  rae  not  be  oeosured  for  this  digrMiion,  as 
[contracted]  pedaniie  or  paradoxical. 

^  Socrates  rather  was  of  opinion,  that  what  we 
had  to  Icam  wai  bow  to  [obiatn  and  communicate 
happineat]  do  pood  emd  amid  eeiL 

*  lis  dcgaaoe  [who  can  exhibit  ?]  ie  kee  ottatii* 
alb." 

I  could,  with  pleasure,  ex|)atiate  upon  the 
masterly  execution  of  the  Life  of  DmTBXN, 
which  we  have  seen'  was  one  of  Johnson*s 
literary  proiects  at  an  early  period,  and  which 
it  is  remarkable,  that  after  desisting  from  it, 
from  a  supposed  scantiness  of  materials,  he 
should,  at  an  advanced  age,  have  exhibited  so 
aniply. 

His  defence  of  that  peat  poet  against  the 
illiberal  attacks  upon  bun,  as  if  his  embracing 
the  Roman  Catholic  communion  had  been  a 
time-iervinff  measure,  is  a  piece  of  reasoning 
at  once  ame  and  candid.  Indeed,  Diyden 
hunsel^  in  his  '*  Hind  and  Panther,**  hath 
given  such  a  picture  of  his  mind,  that  ^ey 
who  know  the  anxiety  for  repose  as  to  the 
awful  subject  of  our  state  beyond  the  grave. 


I  If  r.  MaloM  Ifalnki  It  li  rather  a  firoor  that  ha  f«H  nothlof 
of  IImm«  chaarAil  len—tloni  which  M  has  dcaerihed:  that  od 
Umm  toplca  U  b  tha  porl. and  not  tha  mom,  that  irrltca.<* 


*  OfM  of  the  ouMt  nataral  tnataneat  of  the  afhct  of  bUnk 
vano  oecurrad  to  the  late  Earl  of  Hopctoo.  Hli  lordihlp 
obaemd  mm  of  hU  ahapharda  podaf  lu  tha  iolda  upoo 
MUtoa'a  **  Pai«Uae  Lott  r*aod  haTtaf  aakad  him  what  hook 
It  waa,  Iba  aaa  aaawarad.  *•  AB*t  plaMa  TOOT  lanlahip,  thia  la 


is,  therefore,  with  all  his  variety  of  ezoeUcarf. 

til 


not  often  pathetic,  and  had  so  tittle  seattbtjp 
of  the  power  of  efiuaioos  purely  natvnL  tbtf 
he  did  not  esteem  them  in  otlwrs.**  It  ■«▼ 
indeed  be  observed,  that  ia  all  the  ■ivcm>» 
writings  of  Johnson,  whether  in  proas  er  verw. 
and  even  in  his  tragedv,  of  which  thei«b;<i 
b  the  distress  of  an  unfortunate  priaeeni  tikr* 
is  not  a  single  passage  that  ever  drew  a  tar  * 

Fmriome  Readimpe  m  tko  UJkefJHxeaM^ 

>«The  rcMon  of  thb  gcncnl  psiuat.  A4<ta 
haa  attempted  to  [ind  ta|  dmim  J^em  tha  drJ^t' 
which  the  mind    fcels  m  the    »«— ■*■— ina  if 


**  Hit  beat  acttoos  arc.bnt  [leBisaim] 
of  wickcdocH^ 

<•  When  ooct  be  had  ci^^igcd  Unarif  ia*r>^ 
tation,  [matter]  ilcaififtto  iotrtd  in  oa  liihw  "^ 

^  11m  abyas  ofaa  nn-idad  [empctnaa]  aaia*' 

••  Theae,  like  [many  c»tbcr  btflou],  At  Aa^io  • 
0lAcr«ua,had  his  lovtv thottgh  not  ha  apf«iAai«« 

••  He  [aoractimcs  diapky^  iJHBHih  aa  *^^  ^* 
knowledge  vith  pedantic  oatcotatioA. 

**  Fivoch  wofds  which  [were  thM  md  u  ^ 


a  ^9fj  oca  aoit  of  an 
■at  gat  at  k.**—*-*- 

*  SaaMtf.p.ftlf.. 

4  ltMNnBtto«a,that 
Johnaoo'a  workt.  hoth 


though  they  may  think  his  opinion  ill-fiNuided, 
must  think  charitably  of  his  sentiment :  — 

"  But,  gracious  God,  how  wdl  dott  thou  proridc 
For  erring  Judgments  an  unarriag  guide ! 
Thy  throne  ia  darfcncia  in  the  abyia  of  iight 
A  blase  of  glory  that  foibids  the  aii^t. 
0 1  teach  me  to  believe  thee  thus  coocaaTd ; 
And  aeareh  no  farther  than  thjaalf  rvvoU'd; 
But  Her  alone  for  my  director  take, 
"NVliom  thou  hast  promised  never  to  igrakc 
My  thoughtkas  yoath   was  wing*d  viib  vaii 

deatrea; 
My  manhood  long  misled  by  waiMfring  Cm,       ' 
Follow*d  folse  lights ;   and  wbtn  thair  gUnps  ' 

was  gonci 
My  pride  stmck  out  new  aparklcs  of  bar  ova. 
Siicli  waa  I,  such  by  nature  atill  I  an; 
Be  thine  the  glory,  and  be  mine  the  ihaaia 
Good  lUe  be  now  my  taak ;  my  daehti  are  doae; 
What  more  could  shock  my  foith  than  IVtr  m 

One?" 

^  In  iliftwiiig  I>ryden*f  character,  Johnsoa  l» 
given,  though  I  suppose  unintentionallj.  tme 
toudiesofhisown.  Thua  :**  The  power  tbi 
predominated  in  his  intellectual  operaticiy 
was  rather  strong  reason  than  quick  scoBi- 
bility.  Upon  all  occasions  that  were  pRseat^l 
he  studied  rather  than  felt;  and  prodocffi 
sentiments  not  such  as  nature  enforces.  b«< 
meditation  su^iUeB.  With  the  simple  in^ 
elemental  paasions,  as  they  ^>ring  sepanu  a 
the  mind,  he  seems  not  miich  aoouainied.   lit 


haaoltaaasi 
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The  Life  of  Fora '  was  written  bj  Johnson 
can  amoref  both  from  ihe  early  possession 
which  that  writer  had  taken  of  his  mind,  and 
from  the  pleasure  which  be  must  have  felt,  in 
for  ever  silencing  all  attempts  to  lessen  his 
{xietical  fame,  bj  demonstrating  his  excellence, 
an.l  pronouncing  the  Mowing  toiuiuplunt 
euK)gmm : 

**  After  all  this,  it  it  surely  superiluous  to  answer 
the  question  that  has  once  been  asked.  Whether 
Pope  was  a  poet  ?  otherwise  than  by  asking  in 
return,  if  Pope  be  not  a  poet,  where  is  poetry  to 
be  fbuod  ?  To  cireumaeribe  poetry  by  a  definition, 
will  only  show  the  narrownesa  of  the  dcfiner; 
though  a  definition  whieh  shall  esclude  Pope  will 
BoC  e^nily  be  made  Lei  us  look  round  upon  the 
present  tiiacv  and  hack  upon  the  past ;  let  us  in- 
quire  to  whom  the  voice  of  mankind  has  decreed 
the  wreath  of  poetry ;  let  their  productions  be 
eauiuoedt  and  their  claims  stated,  and  the  pre- 
tensions of  Pope  will  be  no  more  disputed.** 

I  remember  once  to  have  heard  Johnson 
5a J,  **  Sir,  a  thousand  years  may  elapse  before 
there  shall  appear  another  man  with  a  power 
of  versification  equal  to  that  of  Pope.**  That 
;«<)wer  must  undoubtedlj  be  allowed  its  due 
«ihare  in  enhancing  the  value  of  his  captivating 
composition. 

Johnson,  who  had  done  liberal  justice  to 
Warburton  in  his  edition  of  Shakspcwne,  which 


>  Mr,  D'lsradl  hss.  tn  the  tlilf4  volinaeofhU  ••  Literary 
CurtaAiUs*,**  Iktoorsd  the  poblk  vlih  an  origliMl  mcmo- 
raadua  ef  l}r,  Jobateo's,  of  Mats  for  Uie  "  Life  of  Pope,** 
vritton  dova  as  tlMf  wore  suggMtod  to  bis  adod  la  Um 
rr.arM  of  Ills  rsirafcbfs.^CoALMBBS. 

'  or  JohBooo*SooadMl  towards  Wsrbortoa,  a  rMThonoor^ 
oblo  nodes  Is  takou  by  the  editor  of  JVmeta  kf  Wmrkmrtm, 
mmd  m  Wmrkmrttmimm,  mi  mtmUUed  hUo  Ult  CciltcHom  tt 
tknr  n'^^aetfor  PTorAf.  Alter  an  able  sad  *«foiid.  UMogb  not 

of  WarbttitoB's 


**  U  twe  iaraiortal  works,  Johosoo  has  stood  Ibrth  la  the 
of  his  adertrsrs.  Bf  the  tssthBOoyoCsneha 
must  boabashod,  sod  auUfaltr  Itssir  aiiiit 
Of  lllcrsry  SMTlt,  JobBMMi,  as  we  aO  know,  was 
nt  a  aoit  sevoro  Jodge.  Such  was  his  dlscora- 
thsi  he  plorosd  tato  the  OMSt  Mcrst  springs  of  hasnaa 
I  sad  Mieh  WM  his  latrfrltr.  that  ho  always  weighed 
I  of  his  feUow-crsatnrss  hi  the  *  balanea 
Howas  too  eoeragooes  topropHisIs  a 
f1»ai,  andtooprbod  totruefclotoaioporlor.  Warburtoehe 
as  I  kaow  hiss,  sad  as  every  maa  of  sonse  sad  vlrtao 
'  to  he  kaowB,— I  mosb,  both  ftenn  his  own 
1  frsai  the  wrMaas  of  those  who  disssaled  froBi 
ki«  prtadptos  or  who  tnvloa  his  ropotatloo.  Bat,  ss  to 
favoors,  ho  had  sever  rscolvod  or  sskod  say  frooi  the  Bishop 
of  Cliisriiirirt  sad.  If  aiy  srsaisry  tolls  bm  oot,  he  had  lesa 
hMs  ooly  once,  whan  thoy  BMt  almost  wtthoat  design,  coo* 
vvvMd  wMwat  aoeh  oflbrt,  sad  partod  without  say  lasUag 
iiprisrfoa  of  hatred  or  aftotloa.  Yot,  with  all  the  ardoor  of 
■ymfschode  fcnlas,  Johosoo  had  dooo  thst  •pootsnooosly 
sbly,  which,  by  mmdo  wrttsn^had  bom  bsforo  sttoaipCsd 
^«  safl  whlcn.  by  othsrs,  ifobi  whoai  sBote  sue* 
■pu  oBlflit  have  hssa  expooud,  has  not  kUkerto 
at  all.  HO  tpoko  well  of  Warbortoo.  wllhoot 
crottJttay  ihoio  whom  WarlMrtoo  dcsplsod.  Ho  sapprcsssd 
tiio  haperbcdoas  of  this  oxtrsoivlaary  man,  while  ho 
"  to  do  Imtico  to  his  ouuwiom  and  trsMOfadsntal 
He  dofscdod  him  whon  living,  smMa  the 
I  of  his  onemlos  x  koA  pralstd  him  whoa  dead,  smidst 


p. 
t*t 


g: 


Hovf DC  svoll«d  myMlf  of  the  oaloey  of  tbti  editor  \Dr, 
wrr\  oo  my  dopoftad  friend,  fbr  wlikn  I  warmly  thank  hia^ 
(  m»  oei  soflsr  the  histro  of  his  rrpotaUon,  hon«stly  ae- 

raod  Isai 

iMfftor 

.and  hit  agt,  wbkh 'were  puMUbsd  sgrsot 


proCBaod  loarntng  ood  vlgormis  oloqucoco,  to  be 
twsctMfteonmbrrallty.    F   ' 

Ihtht 


^'.if'vd  by 

t^i$M»md  t^  m  ctMffe  or  tnibrrallty .  ^He  has  bfM  aecused  of 
vrrfcs.mwlf  drsffilnff  again  Inio  ileht  eertaiti  wrhtng«  of  a 

mpceublo  by  his  ulents,  hU  losm* 


wly  drsgwlr 


was  published  during  the  life  of  that  powerful 
writer,  with  still  creater  liberality  took  an 
opportunity,  in  the  life  of  Pope,  of  paying  the 
tribute  due  to  him  when  he  was  no  longer  in 
^  high  place,**  but  numbered  witli  the  dead.* 

It  seems  strange,  that  two  such  men  as 
Johnson  and  Warburton,  who  lived  in  the 
same  age  and  country,  should  not  only  not 
have  been  in  any  degree  of  intimacy,  but  been 
almost  personally  unacquainted.  But  such 
instances,  though  we  must  wonder  at  them, 
are  not  rare.  If  I  am  rightly  informed,  after 
a  careful  inquiry,  thejr  never  met  but  once, 
which  was  at  the  house  of  Mrs.  French,  in 
London,  well  known  for  her  elegant  assemblies 
and  bringing  eminent  characters  together. 
The  interview  proved  to  be  mutually  agree* 
able. ' 

I  am  well  informed,  that  Warburton  said  of 
Johnson,  "  I  admire  him,  but  I  cannot  bear 
his  style:**  and  that  Johnson  being  told  of 
this,  said,  ^  That  is  exactly  my  case  as  to  him.** 
The  manner  in  which  he  esmressed  his  admir- 
ation of  the  fertility  of  Warburton*s  geniuB 
and  of  the  variety  of  his  materials,  was,  ^*The 
table  is  always  full.  Sir.  He  brings  things 
from  the  north,  and  tlie  south,  and  from  every 

Quarter.  In  his  *  Divine  Legation,*  you  ore 
[ways  entertained*  He  carries  you  round 
and  round,  without  carrying  you  forward  to 
the  point,  but  then  you  have  no  wish  to  be 


assay  yoart  ago,  aad  have  since,  it  Is  lald,  bsen  ■lleatly  givea 
up  uf  their  author.  But  when  It  Is  conddored  Uisi  iHmo 
wrMags  wore  net  sAm  tf  fsart,  but  dollbsraio  works  of  oaa 
woU  sdvanoad  la  Ufa,  ovorBowlog  at  oner  wlUi  flattery  to  a 
great  man  or  great  inierost  la  the  church,  sad  with  ui^ust 
snd  serisMmhMis  abuse  of  two  ssea  of  omfaMoC  aioflt ;  sod 
that,  though  It  would  have  hoso  uaroasooable  to  oapoct  an 
homlllaling  rccaoution,  no  apology  whatever  has  bet'n  made 
to  the  cool  of  Che  eventog,  flsr  the  oppressive  Ibrvoor  of  the 
host  of  the  dsy  i  ae  slight  rslsathic  hMiicatloB  has  a|ipear«d 
In  say  note,  or  any  oornor  of  latsr  pubUcationt ;  Is  It  not  fair 
to  nndorstsBd  htm  m  sepoicillousl|r  porsoveriag  ?  When  he 
allows  the  shafts  to  rsmala  to  the  wounds,  aad  will  not 
stretch  forth  a  lenlcat  hand,  Is  It  wrong,  is  It  note  eiierous, 
to  hoeomo  sn  iDdignsnt  avenger  f  —  BoiwaLL.  Warbortoa 
himsoirdid  not  M.  as  Mr.  Boswell  was  disposed  to  thtok  ho 
did,  kiodly  or  gralefully  towanis  Johnioo :  for  to  eoe  of  his 
lettori  to  a  IHead,ho  ssvs,^ 

**  The  remarks  ho  (Dr.  Johason)  makes  to  every  peg*  ea 
my  commentaries,  are  full  of  Insolent  sad  malignant  reflcc* 
tlons,  which,  had  f  h«y  not  to  them  as  much  folljr  as  malignity, 
I  ihoold  have  had  reason  to  have  boon  eibnded  with.  At  It 
Is,  I  think  myicif  obliged  to  him  hi  thus  Mtting  before  the 
pubNe  M  many  of  my  notes,  whh  his  remarts  opmi  them :  fiir 
thneah  1  have  no  great  opinion  of  the  triilng  part  of  tlio 
pnbUc,  which  pretends  to  judge  of  this  part  or  liccrsture .  to 
wMch  hers  and  girls  decide,  yet  I  thtok  nobody  csa  he  mis- 
taken to  this  comparison :  UMNigh  I  think  their  thoughU  have 
never  yet  exteaded  thus  Csr  ss  to  reflect,  that  to  diteovrr  the 
corruption  to  an  amber's  text,  and  by  a  happy  sagacity  to 
restore  It  to  lenie.  Is  ao  easy  tssk :  but  wlien  the  dlacover  r  Is 
msde,  then  to  cavil  st  the  cooJecture,  to  propose  sn  rqniva- 
lent,  and  doTend  nonsense,  by  producing  out  of  the  thick 
darknem  It  oeeaslons  a  weak  and  Iktot  glimmertog  uf  »en4e 
(which  has  been  the  buslaeti  of  this  editor  thniuetiout)  Is 
the  easiest,  ss  well  as  the  dullest,  of  all  literary  eflbrtft.**. 
tVmr^mrtm'i  iMUrt,  prnklMM  kg  ^p.  Jfnrtf,  Svo.ae7 — 
Caesn. 

*  Johason  being  asked  **  whKher  he  hsd  ever  been  In  com* 
pany  with  Dr.  Wmrburton  J  **  answerrd,**  1  never  saw  Itim  UII 
one  eveoing.  about  a  wr«k  ago,  at  the  Blthop  t*l  St.  CAtsfih't): 
at  flrsi  he  lf»okra  eurlili  at  me ;  but  aftrr  we  bad  btrrn  joitird 
Into  oonvorftstliin.  ho  took  me  to  a  alndo*.  atked  me  %mnm 

Siertiona,  and  before  we  psrtrd  wu  so  «t:II  plea»ed  with  me, 
at  he  patted  inc."  **  You  alwsjrt.  Sir,  preserved  a  mprct 
for  him  ?  '*  **  Yea,  snd  justly :  »bcn  m»  yet  I  was  tn  hj  favuur 
with  the  world,  be  spoke  well  of  me,  sod  I  hope  1  never  for- 
got the  ohligstlon."*  HavkHu*$  Jpoffk*  — >  Csoasa. 
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carried  forward.**  He  said  to  tbe  Rererend 
Mr.  Strahan,  **  Warbitrton  »  perhaps  the  last 
man  who  has  written  with  a  mind  fuU  of  read- 
inff  and  reflection.** 

It  is  remarkable  that  in  the  Life  of  Broome, 
Johnson  takes  notice  of  Dr.  Warburton*s  usinz 
a  mode  of  expression  which  he  himself  U8e<( 
and  that  not  seldom,  to  the  frreat  offence  of 
those  who  did  not  know  him.  Having  occasion 
to  mention  a  note,  stating  the  different  parts 
which  were  executed  bj  the  associated  trans- 
lators of  "  The  OdyMey,"  he  says,  »*  Dr.  War- 
burton  told  me,  in  his  warm  language,  that  he 
thouffht  the  relation  ^yen  in  the  note  a  /f>.** 
The  language  is  warm  mdeed ;  and,  I  must  own, 
cannot  h^  justified  in  consistency  with  a  decent 
resard  to  the  established  forms  of  speech. 
Jcmnson  had  accustomed  himself  to  use  the 
word  lie,  to  express  a  mistake  or  an  error  in 
relation ;  in  short,  when  the  ^ing  was  not  so  as 
tM,  though  the  relater  did  not  mean  to  de- 
ceive. When  he  thought  there  was  intentional 
falsehood  in  the  relater,  his  expression  was, 
^  He  lies,  "Stud  he  knows  he  /i>s.** 

Speaking  of  Pope's  not  having  been  known 
to  excel  m  conversation,  Johnson  observes, 
that  **  traditional  memory  retains  no  sallies  of 
raillery,  or  sentences  of  observation ;  nothing 
either  pointed  or  solid,  wise  or  merry;  and 
that  one  apophthegm  only  is  recorded.**  In 
this  respect  Pope  differed  widely  from  John- 
son, whose  conversation  was,  perhaps,  more 
admirable  than  even  his  writmgs,  however 
exoellent.  Mr.  Wilkes  has,  however,  favoured 
me  with  one  repartee  of  Pope,  of  which  John- 
aoQ  was  not  in/ormed.'  Johnson,  aAer  justly 
censuring  him  for  having  **  nursed  in  his  mind 
a  Ax>lish  disesteem  of  kings,**  tells  lu^  **  yet  a 
little  rmrd  shown  him  bv  tbe  Prince  of  Wales 
melted  his  obduracy ;  aod  he  bad  not  much  to 
say  when  he  was  asked  by  his  royal  highness, 
kow  he  could  love  a  prince  while  he  aid^ted 
hsngs  f  **  The  answer  which  Pope  made  was, 
^  Tne  youn^  lion  is  harmless,  and  even  playful; 
hat  when  his  claws  are  full  grown,  he  becomes 
crud,  dreadful,  and  mischievous.** 

But  although  we  have  no  coHectioo  of  Popeli 
sayings,  it  is  nut  therefore  to  be  concluded, 
that  he  was  not  agreeable  in  social  intercourse ; 
for  Johnson  has  been  heard  to  say,  that  the 
happiest  cunvenation  is  that  of  which  nothing 


I  n*bo««TiT  owht  to  te««  bam  i  fer  R  li  to  Iw  tmui  In 
mdKhmA'%  **  Ufe  «7  Pfipp.**  ».  aai^  liMMgli  in  mof  dfCMC 
«nd  amiroiiiiiiie  trrmi  thiia  wIUlm  w  ImwaU  utribntrd  to 
him.  '*  The  )-<Hinfr  linn  innjr  b#  romMd  wtth  nCMf  bafora 
hi*  MlU  or*  iirowu.**^  Cooaio,  IttS. 

t  r Join««,  13th  I«nrd  8ofner«1llo.  who  died  fai  176K.1  |^ 
ma  narr  aspm*  my  fmtrftil  tamemhroiiCT  of  Lord  9ooMr- 
villa**  kliidnrfi  ftt  mr,  at  •  verjr  aarly  pfrlod.  Ha  waa  tha 
Srti  pi»rfton  iil  hiirh  rank  that  took  particular  notkv  of  mr  In 
Iha  WNjr  miMt  llAitcrInf  to  a  f mmf  maii.  fondly  omhttiooa  of 
h»\\\$  dUtI  If uithiMl  ror  III*  litfrarf  talmu  {  and  bjr  tho 
liMti'itif  oi  hu  rMi*oiirafvm«iit  mada  me  think  well  of  irjMlf, 
•«id  aiiiliv  III  ili-«i*r«v  u  halter.  He  had  a  hHooy  art  nf  e»*m* 
MiiiMliMtltit  hi«  vHfliHi  knowlrdee  of  the  wurlii.  In  short  re* 
iii«ik»  «M<riiiiMiflii|*'«  wlih  ntiuiiH  nleaaant  gr«Ttty,  that  wa* 
•  iki!<'riliiij|i|  I'tigntfliiii.  Nfvrr  thull  I  ftirfet  tho  h<»un  which 
I  HtiiMjrMl  wtih  hriit  at  hli  Mpartmvau  lu  the  royal  palace  of 


is  disthictly  remembered,  but  a  gaail  cffM 
of  pleasinff  impression.**  Hie  late  Lord 
Somerville  *,  who  saw  much  bodi  of  gnat  ud 
brilliant  life,  told  me,  that  he  had  (fined  k  , 
company  with  Pope,  and  that  after  tfiaiier  tk 
litde  many  as  be  cafled  him,  drank  bis  bottle  cf ' 
Bur|randy,  and  was  exceedingly  gaj  lod  eo- 
tertaining.  > 

I  cannot  withhold  from  my  great  friend  s 
censure  of  at  least  culpable  inattentioo  toi  ' 
nobleman,  who,  it  has  been  sliown,  bdband  to  . 
him  with  unoommoa   politeneis.     He  my 
"*•  except  Lord  Bathunt^  none  of  Vo^iuik  , 
friends  were  such  aa  that  a  good  man  woibei 
wish  to  hare  his  intimacy  irith  then  kaovs  to  , 

Sateritv.**  This  will  not  nmhr  ts  \M  ' 
ansfieild,  who  was  not  ennobled  in  Fope'i 
lifotime ;  but  JohnsoD  sboold  have  leosHected. 
that  Lord  Marchmont  was  one  of  time  noMt 
friends."  He  tndndes  his  lordship,  aloof  vitfc 
Lord  Bolingbroke,  in  a  charge  of  ae^  t( 
the  paoers  which  Pope  left  by  hb  will ;  wWc, 
in  truth,  as  I  myself  pointed  out  to  hha,  bdi  rt 
he  wrote  that  poet  s  life,  the  papen  *^ 
"  committed  to  &e  sole  care  amajmt^mntd 
Lord  Bolingbroke,  unless  he  (Lord  Bolir^- 
broke)  shall  not  survive  me ;  **  so  that  Lori 
Marchmont  has  no  concern  whatever  vitb 
them.  After  the  first  edition  of  the  Li^a 
Mr.  Malone*  whose  love  of  justice  a  eqoil  *u! 
his  accuracv,  made,  in  my  hearing,  the  mot 
remark  to  Johnson :  yet  he  omitted  to  com-t 
the  erroneoua  sutement.*  These  psitiealin 
I  mention,  in  the  belief  thai  thsore  wai  ulf 
forgetfulness  in  my  friend ;  but  I  owe  t^ 
much  to  the  Karl  m  Marchiaoni*s  rtpatstwru 
who,  were  there  no  other  memorials,  vili  ^ 
immortalised  by  that  line  of  Pope,  in  the 
on  his  Grotto: 


•*  And  ths  bright 
■Mlll*S  sool.* 


MdWXi^yFHi. 


^[SoRicvlMt  five] 
ticisn. 

•*  All  the  gay  [nioMJcs] 

•atrikcs  the  imaginiioB  witfi  ftr  [ 


hdd  'mye» 


-  It  it  [probrf>1y] 
poetry  which  die  vtMid 


BSIyrooi  Roeaa^  aod  at  Us 

himaeir  h«l  faraaad  villi  m 

>  He  •aU.OQ  o  aehwoiMt 
Doble  fHeada,  **  Lord  PrtatH 
Soeooil,  snh  J«aM.inM.   Aodhotal 
(Mi«,p.CU.)thA»*Bai 
**  he  had  heard  no  lU  of 

4  Thia  oaslec^  however,  aoMrottlr  «ld 
ni-wlil  cowardTLord  Marchir«Mit. 
aa  he  ocgleeled  to  corrad  Ma  at^H 
of  TboMMM.  ihe  ^eet,  alUr  k  h«l 
firoua.  <^  Maumv.     Johoeoa  aaaa  _ 
regarded  auch  oarfectlOBa  x  hui  ••  «•  ttte  l. 
thw  truth  b,  thoi  he  hrfao  the  vorh  aa  o  lh« 
dooe  to  a  few  veaka,  aiid  waa  iiirpi  itod  ^id 


Imgth  to  wuk-h  he  lanod  it  rs{ 
that  at  ao  odvaaced  oo 
choae  nloute  meeurmef  hf'tho 
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"Eftry  iktcC  CBtUsd  him  to  write  the  neit 
with  [\«m  trouble]  tm^JMUtf, 
**  No  HUM  lymprthiwi  with  [wnity  dtpried]  <JU 


•*  It  Im4  been  [erimUnll  bM  mtih  ci 

«*  When  be  [thieetened  to  Uy  down]  ta/hed  of 
kfhydtmm  bu  pea. 

■*  Soeivcj  [n  w  nemed  enpbatienllj  in  oppontion 
to]  politicailp  ngmiaitd,  h  a  UaU  comtraStHmyMitk^d 
frm  «  ftate  of  nature 

**  A  fictitioue  lift  of  an  [absurd]  imfiUmiid 
leboUr. 

"  A  fcolisb  [oontempt,  duregaid,]  dSuMttm  of 
kings. 

**Uis  hopes  Hid  ieaa»  hh  joya  and  sorrows 
[vrre  like  iboae  of  other  mortals]  eded  sCraafi^ 
ifwi  km  wumd, 

"  Eager  lo  panne  knowledge  aad  attenttre  to 
[accumulate]  feCem  iL 

"  A  mind  [emcuruTe]  active,  ambitious,  and  ad> 
venturous. 

•*  la  its  [noblest]  widui  aserebes  still  longing  to 
gofbrwanL 

**  He  wrote  in  encb  a  manner  as  bbii^  expoee 
bim  to  few  [neglects]  Aesardi. 

**The  [rcMonabkfncss]  jaifi'es  of  my  deterauna- 
fiioo. 

"A  [fiwooiile]  dsMeisMi  ensployflMnt  of  the 
poctik 

**  Mora  terrifto  and  awte  powei^  [beings] 
pkaMtm$  peiiwui  on  the  stormy  ocean. 

**  The  Hseealor  cf  [tboee]  dss  petty  [beings] 
maiidnu 

"  The  [mind]  hmri  naturally  loves  truth.** 

In  tbe  Life  of  Ai>dt8ok  we  find  an  unpleas- 
in|(  account  of  hb  havinj^  lent  Steele  a  bun- 
dred  |)nuDdB,  and  ''reclaimed  his  loan  by  an 
execution.**  In  the  new  edition  of  the  jBio- 
g^^fkim  Brikmmiem,  the  aathenticity  of  this 
anecdote  is  deniecL  Bat  Mr.  Mnlone  has 
obliged  me  with  Uie  fi>Uowiiig  note  conoening 
it:— 

**  Msreh  15tli,  1781.  —  Msny  perrons  bavi^ 
<loMbto  eoneemiag  this  ftet.  I  applied  to  Dr.  John- 
*o<i,  to  leem  on  what  authority  he  aaserted  it.  He 
told  me,  be  bad  it  Urea  Samge,  who  lired  in 
iotimscy  with  Steele,  and  who  nentioned,  that 
flietle  told  bin  tbe  story  with  teers  in  bu  eyes. 
Bco  Victor,  Dr.  Johnson  said,  likewise  Informed 
kim  of  this  reasarfcable  transaction,  from  tbe  rela- 
tion of  Mr.  Wilks  tbe  eomedian,  who  was  airo  an 
fartimate  of  StceleV  8ome,  in  defence  of  Addison, 
kste  8Bid»  Hwt  'the  ad  was  done  with  the  good- 


>  Tlw  Islo  Mr.  Berks  talbnnod  sm,  la  1791,  that  Lady 

1  think  faa  ires. 


ho  dtod  mt  m  greta  «_ 
Id  toon  wall  ac^uslniod  with  Bicole,  loM  him  tbs  asas 
—  JtALOim.  La4F  Dorothcs,  tho  flstb  snd  joungMt 
dftifflrtsr  of  tho  flrst  BsrI  of  RomIwitt,  could  not  bavo  boon, 
«  h«r  ilsiih.  la  ITti.  mora  than  alxty-lvt*.  and  «aa  probablr 
«no  yean  loaa,  aad  moat  have  ba«<i  llttW  mora  thaii  a  cblld 
«bm  Addison  dlad ;  so  that  her  afvldsoco  aa  a  cootamporarr 
a  am  wortb  mucb.  If  tbo  atorjr  ba  at  all  tmscwblcb  i 
^itA).  tho  oMMt  probablo  raplaiMtlon  U  th«t  which  waa 
tl«aB  by  Mr.  TboMM  Sboridan  {tm  po$i,  ISth  April,  1T«1), 
MOH^ff.  that  IC  waa  a  fritm^  vsccutlon  put  In  to  tcresn 
%(»»w%  gooda  IVon  boattle  cradltort.  A  not  unrrtquvnt 
wanJcs.  nor  folu  uiOaatHablf ,  whoa  tbo  dabt  la  real.— 
Caoftcm. 
'  1  bar*  ilaee  Sbasnsd,  that  Jobnaon  haa  Airthor  solbrcad 


natvred  new  of  ronsing  Steele,  and  eorrsetin^  tLjt 
profusion  which  always  made  Lun  necessitous.*  *If 
that  were  the  case,*  said  Johnson,  *  and  that  he  only 
wanted  to  alann  Steele^  be  would  afterwards  bare 
rahwaad  tbe  money  to  his  friend,  which  it  u  not 
pretended  he  did.*  *  This  too,*  he  added,  *  might 
be  retorted  by  an  advocate  for  Steele,  who  might 
allege,  that  he  did  not  repay  the  loan  iniadumSstf^ 
merely  to  sse  whether  Addison  would  be  mean  siid 
nngenenme  enough  to  make  use  of  legsl  process  to 
recorer  it  But  of  such  speculations  there  is  no 
end ;  we  rstinr  dire  into  the  beerts  of  men ;  bat 
their  eetions  are  open  to  obsenration.' 

**\  then  mentioned  to  bsm  that  some  people 
tbooght  that  Mr.  Addison's  cbaraciir  was  so  pure^ 
that  the  ftet,  Meep*  tnm^  ought  to  bare  been  so|^ 
pressed.  He  saw  no  feeeon  fsr  this.  *  If  notbii^ 
but  the  bright  side  of  cberseters  should  be  shown, 
we  should  sit  down  In  despondency*  and  think  it 
utterly  impossible  to  imitate  them  in  any  Iktmg, 
Tbe  sacred  writers.*  be  observed,  <rehited  the 
vicioiu  as  well  aa  the  virtuous  setions  of  men ; 
which  had  this  morsl  efbct,  that  it  kept  mankind 
from  deapair,  into  which  otherwise  diey  would 
naturally  Ml,  were  they  not  supported  by  the 
recollection  that  others  bad  offended  like  them- 
seWes,  and  by  penitenee  and  amendment  of  life 
had  been  restored  to  the  freoor  of  Heaven.* ' 

-E.M.- 

The  last  paramph  of  this  note  ii  of  gre«t 
importance;  ania  I  request  thmt  mj  ruiderB 
miw  consider  it  with  particular  attention.  It 
will  be  ftfVerwards  referred  to  in  this  work. 

WaHmm  Rmdmga  m  ikt  Life  wf  Annisov. 

**  [B«t  he  was  our  first  eiample.}    Sfe  imm,  Aeas> 
seer,  one  tf  our  earhut  ccoaipbe  of  conectnces. 
•*  And  forerlook]  dmpim  their  raesters. 
**  H»  lustittctions  were  sucb  as  tbe  [state]  dhi- 
of  bk  [own  daae]  fvod^  made  [neeeanry] 


<«His  purpose  was  to  [difbse]  At/Ws  literary 
curiosity  by  gentle  and  tmsuspeeted  conveyance 
[among]  inio  the  gay,  the  idle,  and  the  wealthy. 

**  Framed  rather  for  tboee  that  [wish]  arc  Jmni- 
tn^  to  write. 

**  Domestic  [numners]  Memet," 


In  his  Life  of  pAmmix,  I  wonder  that  John- 
to  insert  an  epitaph  which  he  had 


lonff  before  composed  for  thai  smiable  man, 
witnout  ever  writing  it  down,  bnt  which  he 
wss  so  flood  as,  et  my  request,  to  dictate  to 
which  meeas  it  has  been  preserred* 


tba  proprlatf  of  •xhlMtfaif  tbo  bolts  of  vtrtnooa  and  raaloont 
wan  hi  thoir  tnm  eolsMra,ln  the 


Isal  parof  rapb  of  the  I64tb 
Kumbar  at  bla  Raaablor  i  — 

**  It  la  partkolarly  tho  doty  of  thooo  who  constgn  llles- 
tri  oua  namas  to  posbiltf  .  to  take  ear*  lo»t  tbHr  raadm  ba 
mUtsd  bf  ambigiioua  axanploa.  That  writer  mav  bo  Joatly 
eontlomnad  aa  an  aiiaeiy  tn  goodnoai.  who  aufWs  rondnaaa  or 
iotrrvat  to  coolbund  ftehc  witb  wronf,  or  to  abollcr  the 
Anita  wblcb  avnn  tbo  wWat  and  tho  brat  Imto  committed, 
from  thot  Ignominy  wMcb  golH  oofbt  alwajra  to  snSbr.  md 
with  wblcb  It  ibould  bo  moro  doipry  •tSgrnatlaed,  whan  dig. 
ntSad  bf  Ita  nolgbbourbond  to  iracommoo  wofth  ;  alnco  wo 
tbalt  bo  In  danger  of  batidilliia  H  wltboot  nbhorrraca,  onlcas 
Ita  torpltedo  bo  taM  opsn.  and  tbo  ayv  aocar«d  froaa  tbo  do- 
csptloo  of  awroundtos  splsndoar.**—  If  Aft4nis. 
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<*  Hie  rcqniaeit  Thomas  Fakkwll,  &  T.  P. 

**  Qni  neerdos  pariter  ct  poeta, 
Utrasqae  partes  its  tmplevit, 
Ut  neque  saecrdoti  suavitaa  poete* 
Nee  poetK  sacerdotis  sanetitas,  dceawt.** 

FariouM  Reading$  in  tht  JJfi  of  Parmslu 

**  About  three  years  [after]  a/lcnvordf. 

**  [Did  not  mueh  want]  wm  in  no  grtai  mttd  €f 
improTement. 

"  But  his  prosperity  did  wot  laat  long  [was 
clouded  with  that  which  took  away  all  his  powcn 
of  enjoying  either  proftt  or  pleasure,  the  death  of 
hia  wife,  whom  he  is  said  to  have  lamented  with 
such  sorrow,  as  hastened  his  end.']  His  end,  what- 
ever  was  the  came,  was  now  approaching. 

**  In  the  Hermit,  the  [eompoaition]  narrative,  as 
it  is  lem  airy,  is  lesi  pleasing." 

In  the  Life  of  Blackmobb,  we  find  that 
writer'a  repatation  generously  cleared  by 
Johnson  from  the  cloud  of  prejudice  which  the 
malignity  of  contemporaiy  wita  hod  nused 
around  it  Li  the  spirited  exertion  of  justice, 
he  has  been  imitated  by  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds, 
in  his  praise  of  the  architecture  of  Yaubrugh. 

We  trace  Johnson's  own  character  in  his 
obecrvations  on  BIackmore*8  '*  magnanimity  as 
an  author.**  **The  incessant  attacks  of  his 
enemies,  whether  serious  or  merry,  ore  never 
discoYered  to  have  disturbed  his  quiet;  or  to 
have  lessened  his  confidence  in  himself.** 
Johnson,  I  recollect,  onoe  told  me,  langhu^ 
heartily,  that  he  understood  it  hoi  been  said  of 
him,  **  He  oopeors  not  to  feel ;  bat  when  he  is 
aione^  depena  upon  it,  he  goffers  md^.**  I  am 
as  certain  as  I  can  be  of  any  man's  real  senti- 
ments, that  he  enfojfed  the  perpetual  shower  of 
little  hostile  arrows,  as  CTidenoes  of  his  fame. 

VariomM  Biadin§t  m  tkt  Li/k  ^  Blackmoos. 


*•  To  [set]  mf^  poc^  [<»  the  tide]  m  CA« 
of  virtue. 

•^  He  likewise  [eitahUihed]  mfarcrd  the  truth  of 
Revelation. 

**  [Kindoen]  ftcncvolmee  was  aahamed  to  favour. 

*<  Hit  practice,  which  waa  once  [very  extensive] 
invidioiufjf  great, 

**  There  is  sesrcely  any  distemper  of  dreadftil 
name  [of]  which  he  hss  not  [shown]  tangkt  kie 
reader  how  [it  is  to  be  opposed]  to  cppoec. 

■«  Of  this  [contemptuous]  indecent  arrogance. 

**  [He  wrote]  hnt  prndnerd  likewise  a  work  of  a 
different  kind. 

^  At  least  [written]  eomjiiW  with  integrity. 


>  I  tbooM  have  tbeofht  that  Johiuoii,  who  had  felt  tb« 
tettte  afllictloa  from  wnlch  Pamell  ncTer  rccorered.  would 
have  preMrvi^  thU  passage.  Ha  omiUed  It.  doulHlcas,  be- 
cause be  afterwards  IcariMd,  that  bowefer  he  might  haT« 
Jamciited  hit  wife,  his  end  was  hastened  he  other  means.  ~ 
ZlAionz.  Molone  had  not  turned  to  the  L(/t,  where  be  would 
have  found  the  substance  of  this  passage  traosrcrrad  to  another 
paragraph.  The  common  story  combines  both  these  causes  ; 
for  It  is  said  that  the  loss  of  nis  wlfi*  led  poor  Pameli  into 
such  intemperance  as  shortened  his  life.  —  Caoaia,  18U. 

"  I.ei  not  my  readers  smile  to  think  ol  Johnson's  being  a 
ruwlul.ite  for  female  favour;  Mr.  Peter  Garrick  assured  ma 
thai  Ite  was  lold  by  a  lady,  that,  In  her  opinion,  Johnson  waa 


[wm. 


•OU»i 


efa^n 


"Fsnlts  whieb  naoy 
■NwU  Aow  aMMir  Aosti  to  pobtiih. 

•<  But  though  be  [had  not] 
critical  knowledge. 

"  He  [used]  waited /or  no  Weitics  ef  Ciocj. 

**  Or  had  ever  elated  his  [mind]  vscae  to  tLt 
ideal  perlection  which  every  [miad]  geenu  brn  u 
excel  is  condemned  always  to  pursue  ami  arver  t) 
overtake. 

''The  [first  great]yfaMi8amlaf  principle  of  vjiJc 
and  of  virtue." 


.?i 


Readinga  in  the  Life  of  Pmun. 

"  His  dreaded  [rival]  antagomiet  Pope. 
''They  [have  not  often  much]  are 
wiCft  thought. 
**  In  his  tisnalation  from  Fiadar,  he  [will  cot  b? 


net  bay' 


to  have  nmthuS]Jommd  tkeart  ef  noct-t; 
all  the  obscurity  of  the  Thcban  bard.' 

Farioue  Readinge  in  tke  Life  of  Concettw, 

"  Congreve*s  conversation  must  suiely  fasvc  Ixi 
at  Uaet  equally  pleasing  with  bn  writings 

"  It  apparently  [requires]  p 
knowledge  of  many  eharacters. 

**  Reciprocation  of  [similes}  < 

**  The  dialogue  is  [quick  and  various]  tpar%  •.• 

**  Love  for  Love ;  a  comedy  [more  drawn  r  r 
life]  of  nmr  aOimnee  to  Ufe. 

'*  The  geneial  character  of  his  ■*rr****«>-''  >• 
that  they  show  little  wit  and  [no]  Huk  viitac 

'•  [Perhaps]  oeftainig  he  had  not  the  fie  rfqv   ' 
for  the  higher  species  of  lyric  poetry.* 


a  nizi^- 


Variona  Readinga  in  tke  ZJfe  efTiemu 

"  [Longed]  long  wieked  to  peruse  it. 
**  At  the  [accession]  arrioat  of  King  George. 
**  Fiction  ^unnaturally]  tnsaijyuy  conpou . 
of  Grecian  deities  and  Gothic  foiries.** 

Fbrsouf  Rmdinga  ia  tka  Utfk  qf  Aeksiisss. 

•«  For  Tanother]  a  diffemd 

"  [A  fiirioua]  mi 
seal. 

-  [Something  which]  wte  be  ealled  mi  tk: 
liberty. 

**  [A  &vottrer  of  ionofstkm]  Iseer  ef 
tion, 

•*  Warbortoo*s  [censure]  sHjarfisus. 

«•  His  rage  [for  liberty]  e/pafrislfam 

•*  Mr.  Dyson  with  [a  seal]  «a  «r^hur  ef  t^^ 
ship.** 

Li  the  Life  of  Ltttbltoh,  Tiihinwi  »"-^* 
to  bave  been  not  faToanblir  diipined  tan-"- 
Uut  noblenmn.    Mrs.  Thnile  sumMto  thai  y 


was  offended  by^  MoRm  AMkm*s  jsielenaog 
bis  lordsbip  to  him.*    I  caa  by  no  mmM  >• 


**averjserfbcAif 

aer  may  be  forgoCtem 

munlcated  to  s 

capable  of  feeling  the 

nrient  appears  ft-om  the  Callowtag  kttor. 

Mrs.  Thrmle.  with  soeae  others  lo  tke 

the  cscetleooe  is  not  so  apparmt : 


"DtAKSfr  Maoah,^ 
IcftTes  you  little  leis«ire  fbr  the 
I  canaoc  fartMsr  to  psf  yoa  aeg 


•  so 
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in  tlie  oeosure  bestowed  by  Johnson  on  bis 
lordsbip,  whom  he  calls  ^  poor  Lyttelton,*'  for 
returning  dianks  to  the  cridcal  reviewers, 
for  having  ^kindljr  commended**  his  '^Dia- 
logues of  the  Dead.**  Such  ^acknowledge 
ments,**  says  my  friend,  ^  never  can  be  proper, 
since  they  must  be  paid  either  for  flattery  or 
for  justice.**  In  my  opinion,  the  most  upright 
man,  who  has  been  tried  on  a  false  accusation, 
may,  when  he  is  acquitted,  make  a  bow  to  his 
jury.  And  when  those,  who  are  so  much  the 
arbiters  of  literary  merit,  as  in  a  considerable 
degree  to  influence  the  public  opinion,  review 
an  author*8  work,  plaeiao  hanine^  when  I  am 
afraid  mankind  in  general  are  better  pleased 
witb  severity,  he  may  surely  express  a  grateful 
sense  of  their  civility. 

Fariam$  JUading§  in  tht  Life  of  LTTriLTOir. 

**  He  lolaeed  [himself]  Am  pief  by  writing  a 
loag  poem  to  her  memory. 

**  Tht  production  rather  [of  a  mind  that  means 
veil,  than  thinks  vigorously]  om  it  aeems  of  la$ur€ 
than  of  ttmdy,  rather  effueiomt  than  eon^jtoeUione. 

•«  His  last  literary  [work]  production* 

**  [Found  the  way]  undertook  to  persuade.** 

As  the  introduction  to  bis  critical  examina- 
tion of  the  genius  and  writings  of  Youmo,  he 
<it<l  Mr.  Herbert  Croft,  then  a  barrister  of 
Lincoln's  Inn,  now  a  clergyman  S  the  honour 
to  adopt  a  Life  of  Young,  written  by  that 
trontleman,  who  was  the  friend  of  Dr.  Yonng*8 
»(>a,  and  wished  to  vindicate  him  from  some 
very  erroneous  remarks  to  his  prejudice. 
Mr.  Croft's  performance  was  subjected  to  the 
r*'vi8ion  of  Dr.  Johnson,  as  appears  from  the 
ft  allowing  note  to  Mr.  John  Nicnols* : 

**  Hiis  Life  of  Dr.  Young  was  written  by  a 
friend  of  his  son.  What  is  crossed  with  black  is 
expunged  by  the  author,  what  u  crossed  with  red 
t»  expunged  hy  me.  If  you  find  any  thing  more 
tiaat  can  be  well  omittrd*  I  shall  not  be  sorry  to 
»cv  it  yet  shorter.* 

It  has  always  appeared  to  me  to  have  a  con- 
■'  l.TMe  share  of  merit,  and  to  display  a  pretty 
« iTcensful  imitation  of  Johnson's  style.  When 
1  mentioned  this  to  a  very  eminent  literary  cha- 
rariPT  [Mr.  Burke],  he  opposed  me  vehemently, 
ftrtalming,  ^  No,  no,  it  is  nof  a  ^ood  imitation  of 
J<*hnsoD ;  it  has  all  his  pomp  without  his  force; 


tpw :  sad  !•  dadara  my  wishes  that  jour yssrs  to  eoma  ia«r 
*«  mMr  md  hap^.  iq  this  wf»b,  lodMd,  I  IndiMto  mjrieir. 
*  •  »Mv«  Doos  but  fou  on  whom  my  bssit  reposM }  jcC  surtljr 
I  wi*h  four  good,  ovon  thouffh  your  tttuatMB  wero  raeh  as 
»-»wkA  pvrmlt  you  to  coromunlcato  do  grstiflcatloiM  to, 
( Madsm,  your,  Ac,        Sam.  Johnsom/* 


««. 


TWrv  Is  h«rs  a  etikki  mUtmke  fn  tht  text  U  wst  not 
bHi*  AtHan,  hoc  Hill  floothby.ror  whoso  aflWrtkms  JohoMm 
•a4  Lofd  Lytteltoa  were  rird  csadidmtet.  —  Malomb.  The 
^latmke  of  the  ny  and  baiMUome  Molly  A»ton  the  object  of 
J  •ameo't  yooMlttl  admiration,  for  Mim  Boothby  whom  he 
t^vf  Mw  tSlI  the  was  an  ailing  and  aacetlc  old  maid,  it 
•  'r»ir  DoC  a  iUghi  one.  Bee  mmii^  p.  90.  n.  %  Mrs.  Piostl 
lUA^  ibal  Johttton  cnafnted  that  he  had  depreciated  LytteU 
Km  tr*mt  a  jealoaa  rocollrcttoo  of  the  preferrnce  that  MIh 
hlaa.    But  this  would  todecd  have  been  an 


it  has  all  the  nodosities  of  the  oak  without  its 
strength."  This  was  an  image  so  happy,  that 
one  miffht  have  thoucht  he  would  have  been 
satisfied  with  it ;  but  he  was  not.  And  setting 
his  mind  again  to  work,  he  added,  with  exqui- 
site felicity,  ^  It  has  all  the  contortions  of  the 
sibyl,  without  the  inspiration." 

Mr.  Croft  very  properly  guards  us  against 
supposing  that  loung  was  a  gloomy  man ; 
and  mentions,  that  *'  his  parish  was  indebted 
to  the  good-humour  of  the  author  of  the 
*  Night  Thoughts '  for  an  assembly  and  a 
bowRng-green.*'  A  letter  from  a  noble  fo« 
reigner  is  quoted,  in  which  he  is  said  to  have 
been  **  very  pleasant  in  conversation.** 

Mr.  Langton,  who  frequently  visited  him, 
informs  me  that  there  was  an  lur  of  benevolence 
in  his  manner,  but  that  he  could  obtain  irom 
him  less  information  than  he  had  hoped  to 
receive  from  one  who  had  lived  so  much  in  in- 
tercourse with  the  brightest  men  of  what  has 
been  called  the  Augustan  age  of  England; 
and  that  he  showed  a  degree  of  eager  curiosity 
concerning  the  common  occurrences  that  were 
then  passing,  which  appeared  somewhat  re- 
markable in  a  man  of  such  intellectual  stores, 
of  such  an  advanced  age,  and  who  had  retired 
from  life  with  declar^  disappointment  in  his 
expectations. 

An  instance  at  once  of  his  pensive  turn  of 
mind,  and  his  cheerfulness  of  temper,  appeared 
in  a  little  story,  which  he  himself  tola  to  Mr. 
Langton,  when  they  were  walking  in  his 
garden :  ^  Here  (said  he)  I  had  put  a  hand- 
some sun-dial,  with  this  inscription,  JSheu 
fwaceal  which  (speaking  with  a  smile)  was 
sadly  verified,  for  by  the  next  morning  my 
dial  had  been  carried  off. ' 

It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  observe,  that 
however  Johnson  may  have  casually  talked, 
yet  when  he  sits,  as  **  an  ardent  judge  zealous 
to  his  trust,  giving  sentence  **  upon  the  excel- 
lent works  of  Young,  he  allows  them  the  high 
? raise  to  which  they  are  justly  entitled.  ^  The 
Tnivenal  Pauion^'*  says  he,  ^  is  indeed  a  very 
great  performance,  —  his  distichs  have  the 
weight  of  solid  sentiment,  and  his  points  the 
sharpness  of  resistless  trutb.** 

But  I  was  most  anxious  concerning  John* 
son's  decision  upon  "  Night  Thoughts,  which 
I  esteem  as  a  mass  of  the  grandest  and  richest 


odimm  M  Umgmm  Jaemf,  as  MIm  Boothby  had  been  dead 
twenty.flve  yean.     She  might  perhaps  have  offbnded  the 

Koud  iptrit  of  Johnson,  by  paying  more  attention  to  so  dis- 
iguUhed  a  titltor  as  Sfr  George  LifUeikm  t  hot  that  ke,  a 
married  and  eminently  moral  man.could,  at  the  line  of  John- 
•on'i  acquaintance  with  her,  have  had  any  de«lgn  on   poor 
MiM  Boothby*!  Ararf,  It  quite  Imposslblo.  — Caoasa. 
I  Seeantf  p.6S0.n.S.^C. 
*  GentlcBBan*t  Mafsshie,  vol.  Ir.  p.  10. 


>  Hie  late  Mr.  James  Ralph  told  Lord  Macartney,  that  he 

Bated  an  evening  with  Dr.  Younc  at  Lord  Mricombe't  (then 
r.  Doddington),  at  Hammenmitb.  The  doctor  happentnt 
to  go  out  Into  the  garden.  Mr.  Doddington  obtervrd  to  him, 
on  nU  return,  that  It  waa  a  areadftil  night,  at  In  truth  It  wat. 
there  being  a  violent  ttorm  of  rain  and  wind.  **  No,  Sir.** 
replied  the  doctor,  **  It  U  a  very  fine  night.  The  Lord  Is 
abroad !  **  —  Boawsu.. 

Z  Z 


674 


BOSWELL'S  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


irsa 


poetry  that  human  gcniufl  has  ever  produced ; 
and  was  dellsht^d  to  find  this  character  of  that 
work :  *^  In  hb  *  Night  Thoughts,*  he  has  ex- 
hibited a  very  wide  dispUT  of  original  poetrj, 
vari^ated  with  deep  reflection  and  striking 
allusions:  a  wilderness  of  thought,  in  which 
the  fertility  of  fancy  scatters  flowers  of  every 
hue  and  ti  enacj  odour.  This  is  one  of  the 
few  poems  in  which  blank  verse  could  not  be 
changed  for  rhyme,  but  with  disadvantage.'* 
And  afterwards,  ^  Particular  lines  are  not  to 
be  regarded ;  the  power  is  in  the  whole ;  and 
in  the  whole  there  is  a  magnificence  like  that 
ascribed  to  Chinese  plantation,  the  magnifi- 
cence of  vast  extent  and  endless  diversitv.*' 

But  there  is  in  this  poem^  not  only  aU  that 
Johnson  so  well  brings  in  view,  but  a  power 
of  the  pathetic  beycmd  almost  any  example  that 
I  have  seen.  He  who  does  not  feel  his  nerves 
shaken  and  his  heart  pierced  by  many  nassaoes 
in  thb  extraordinary  work,  particulRrly  oy 
that  most  affecting  one,  which  describes  the 
gndnal  torment  simered  by  the  contemplation 
of  an  object  of  aflectionate  attachment  visibly 
and  certainly  decaying  into  dissolution,  must 
be  of  a  hard  and  obstinate  frame. 

To  all  the  other  excellencies  of  ^'Kisht 
Thoughts  **  let  me  add  the  great  and  pecufiar 
one,  —  that  they  contain  not  only  the  noblest 
sentiments  of  virtue  and  contemplations  on 
immortality,  but  the  CkriMtkm,  menfice^  the 
dkoinB  prvpitieiiim^  with  all  its  interesting  cir- 
cumstances, and  consc^tions  to  a  **  wounded 
^irit,**  solemnly  and  poetically  dbplayed  in 
such  imaj^ery  and  language,  as  cannot  fail  to 
exalt,  animate,  and  soothe  the  trulv  pious.  No 
book  whatever  can  be  recommendea  to  young 
persons,  with  better  hopes  of  seasoning  their 
minds  with  vUei  reUgicn^  than  **  Young's  Night 
Thoughts.* 

In  the  Life  of  Swnr,  it  spears  to  me  that 
Johnson  had  a  certain  degree  of  prejudice 
agMnst  that  extraordinarjr  man,  of  which  I 
Imve  elsewhere  had  occasion  to  speak.  Mr. 
Thomas  Sheridan  imputed  it  to  a  supposed 
apprehension  in  Johnson,  that  Swift  had  not 
been  sufliciently  active  in  obtaining  for  him  an 
Irish  degree  when  it  was  solicited*;  but  of 
this  there  was  not  sufficient  evidence  {  and  let 
me  not  nresume  to  charge  Johnson  with  in- 
justice, because  he  did  not  think  so  highlv  of 
the  writings  of  thb  author,  as  I  have  done 
from  my  youth  upwards.  Yet  that  he  had  an 
nnfhvourable  bias  is  evident,  were  it  only  from 
that  oa8su;e  in  which  he  speaks  of  Swift's 
practice  or  saving,  as  **  first  ridiculous,  and  at 
last  detestable ;  **  and  yet,  after  some  examina- 
tion of  circumstances,  finds  himself  obliged  to 
own,  that  ^  it  will  perhaps  appear  that  he  only 
Uked  one  mode  of  expense  better  than  another, 

*  8««  flntf.  p.  S7.  ••  S.  Mid  p.  tn.  —  C* 

*  Mr.  Ckajra«fs  her*  rword*  ■  cttrioiM  tlittmiy  UMedoto— 
fkat  when  •  imw  Mid  Milarfed  edition  of  the  **  LivM  of  the 
Foeu  "  WW  pubUebed  in  ITflS.  Mr.  Ntcholt,  In  Juftice  to  the 
parehaMTs  or  tbo  precodlaf  odltloot,  prtotod  tho  addltloos  ia 


and  saved  merdy  that  he  migfat  bare 
thing  to  give.** 

One  observation  whieh  Johnson  laska  it 
Swift's  life  should  be  often  incukaled:  *•  h 
may  be  jnatly  supposed,  that  there  wss  ia  hii 
conversation  what  i^^pesrs  so  froipieBtl^  is  Ui 
letters,  an  aflectation  of  familianty  with  the 
great,  an  ambition  of  momentuy  cqoibtT, 
sou|^t  and  enwyed  by  the  ncgket  of  iKok 
ceremonies  which  custom  has  estahliAri  n 
the  barriers  between  one  order  of  sodcty  lod 
another.  This  tnnsmssaon  of  rcgnlaritj  «ii 
by  himself  and  his  amniren  termed  nttlaas 
of  soul ;  but  a  great  mind  disdains  toholdaBT 
thing  by  oourtesy,  and  therefore  nerer  vaam 
what  a  lawful  cbimant  may  take  away.  He 
that  encroaches  on  another's  dignity,  pats  bin- 
self  in  his  power;  he  is  either  repokd  vii^ 
helpless  indignity,  or  endnred  by  demeacy  ibi 
condeaoensioii.'' 


he-ir> 


hst  m  iTA-t 

gTCt. 

be  «5 


'] 


lUadirngt  in  £iU  Ufi  tfSwtn, 

**  Charity  may  be  persuaded  to  think  tfcii  i- 
might  be  written  by  a  man  of  a  pecidiar  [€fau»] 
ekaneUr,  without  Ul  iatentioik 

**  He  did  not  [diK>wn]  drng  it 

"[Tolly  wboM  kiadncahisnotttoSkfiT^ 
he  was  [indebted  for]  adwme&d  to  hit  bcncfiea. 

<«  rWith]/ir  this  purpose  be  had  lecoom  to  Mr 
Harley. 

■*  Sharpen  whom  be  [reprcsMtal  ^mvAm m' tk 
harmless  tool  ofotbcrS*  balcu 

*'  Harley  was  slow  bccaw 

••  When  [readers  w*e  not  namy]  «• 
a  nafion  ef  readirt. 

<•  [Every  men  who]  As  tkat 
him. 

**  Erery  man  of  known  infio< 
[more]  petitions  [than]  wkiek  [he 
that  be  must  ncecssarify  DtksM  i 
gratUy]  gratijiu. 

**  Eoelcsiastieal  npidfeiiuente] 

**  Swift  [proeurco]  tmbivmi  m 

•<  [As  a  writer]  ih  ku 
diSkrrnt  specimens. 

**  On    all    eemiiMB    ooeasioae    he 
[esBumesI  ^ftet  a  style  of  [sopericriij] 

**  By  the  [omisHon]  m»§' 

«  That  their  mcrite  filled  tbe  worid  [i 
there  was  no  [room  Ibr]  kof  ^merc* 

I  have  not  confined  myaelf  to  the  orW  ^' 
the  **  Live^"  in  making  my  few  jtax^'^^ 
Indeed  a  different  order  is  observed  a  ^ 
original  publication,  and  in  the  eottect?-*  ' 
Johnson's  works.  And  ahonld  it  be  i^^ 
that  many  of  my  various  readings  siv  t'  * " 
siderable,  those  who  make  an  objeccioB  «^  * 
pleased  to  consider,  that  such  snwD  psrtu  x  ^ 
are  intended  for  those  who  are  nicvK  <r:  - 
in  composition,  to  whom  they  will  be  sa  Si^-^f** 
able  saeetion.* 


a  Mmrslo 

grntm.  Voitme<iplr< 
that  Itao  owQcri  of  tbe 
but  U  mim  abo  be 
spoildenblt.  —  Csoess 
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*^  Speiiee*»  Anecdotes,"  which  are  frequently 
Quoted  and  referred  to  in  Johnson's  ^  Lives  of 
toe  Poets,**  ire  in  a  manuscript  collection,  made 
bj  the  Rererend  Mr.  Joseph  Spence\  con* 
taming  a  number  of  particulara  concerning 
eminent  men.  To  aacii  anecdote  is  marked 
tfae  name  of  the  person  on  whoee  authority  it 
is  mentioned.  Tnis  Taluable  collection  is  the 
property  of  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  who,  upon 
the  appftcation  of  Sir  Lucas  Pepys,  was  pleased 
to  pennit  it  to  be  put  into  the  handa  of  J>t. 
Johnson,  who  I  am  sorry  to  think  made  but 
in  awkward  return.  ^  Great  assistance,*'  says 
he,  **  has  been  given  me  by  Mr.  Spence*8  Col- 
lection, of  which  I  consider  the  communication 
u  a  fitvour  worthy  of  public  acknowledge- 
ment:** but  lie  has  not  owned  to  whom  he 
was  obliged ;  so  that  the  acknowledgement  is 
naappropriated  to  his  grace.* 

while  the  world  in  general  was  filled  with 
admiration  of  Johnson^  **  Lives  of  the  Poets,** 
there  were  narrow  circles  in  which  prejudice 
sad  resentment  were  fostered,  and  from  which 
attacks  of  difTerent  sorts  issued  against  him. ' 
Bf  some  violent  Whigs  he  was  arraigned  of 
imasttce  to  Milton ;  by  some  Cambridge  men, 
of  depreciating  Gray ;  and  his  expressing  with 
a  dignified  freedom  what  he  really  thought  of 
George,  Lord  Lvttelton,  gave  ofience  to  some 
of  the  friends  or  that  nobleman,  and  particu- 
larly produced  a  declaration  of  war  against 
him  fnm  Mn.  Montagu,  the  ingenious  essayist 
on  Shakspeare,  between  whom  and  his  lordship 
a  commerce  of  recmroeal  oompliments  had  long 
been  carried  on.  In  thb  war  the  smaller  pow- 
ers in  allianee  with  htm  were  of  course  led  to 
engage,  at  least  on  the  defensive,  and  thus  I 
for  one  was  ezduded  ^  from  the  enjoyment  of 
**  a  Feast  of  Reason,**  such  as  Mr.  Cumberland 
hsM  described,  with  a  keen  yet  just  and  delicate 
pen,  in  his  ^  Observer.**  These  minute  incon- 
veniences fftve  not  the  least  disturbance  to 
Johnson.  He  noblv  said,  when  I  talked  to 
him  of  the  feeble  though  shrill  outcry  which 
had  been  raised,  ^  Sir,  X  considered  myself  as 
intrusted  wiUi  a  certain  portion  of  troth.  I 
have  given  my  opinion  sincerely;  let  them 
ibow  where  they  taink  me  wrong.** 


JoMph  Spwici.  A.  M.,  Rector  of  Or«st  Har* 
BfteBAlilm,  Mid  PubiimlMi  of  Darbam,  dtod 


The  B«v. 

te 
■ft  Bf SMt  la  Snrrw.  AufOM  SO.  176S     Hm  mm  m  MUm  of 
V'w  CoIIm*  la  Oxiord.  tad  htld  the  oAce  of  ProfipMor  of 
Nrtff7  la  dHS  Ualvtnlijr  from  I7«  lo  ina..MA&oim. 

'  It  »ffmn  ttam  m  kU«r  of  Mr*.  BMcawaa  la  Haaaali 
■'^^  (  mnt.  I.  Iff.]  thUL  iba  was  the  pmon  wbo  ^ocarad 
i'l^.ttem  the  loaa  or  9p«aea'«  papan.— CaociB,  lOft. 

From  Uila  dltrapoUbto  cbus,  I  axcrpC  aa  iDgcnkm*, 
i^f^jtlh  aot  MtiaaMtorT.  defaaea  of  Haaimond,  which  I  did 
M(  taa  tin  laMly,  by  tba  favoor  of  Ita  tber,  my  aalaMa 


CHAPTER  LXXIL 
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Warrtm  Hatiinptt,  —  Ltherttf  and  Seeeisity,  —  Pie» 
tun  of  a  Man,  hff  S^Jkspeare  and  by  MWon,  *— 
JUgiatration  of  Dttdt.  —  Dniy  of  a  Member  of 
Pariiament,  -^  Deportment  of  a  Bishop.  — 
**  Merriment    of  Plarson$,** '^  Zaehariah   Mudge, 

—  Dr,    Walter   Harte.  —  Scale  of   Liquart,  — 

—  Dan/dng,  —  Sir  Philip  Jennings  Clerk,  -^ 
American  War.  -*  Dudley  I.ong.  —  Exaggerated 
Praise.  —  *<  Learning  to  Talk.** —  Veracitg.  — 
Death  of  Mr.  Thrale.  —  Qneen*s  Arms  Oub.  — 
Constructive  Treason.  —  Castes  of  Men,  — 
Passion  Week.  —  Addison,  —  Blaekstone,  --. 
Ste^e.  —  Edmeating  bg  Lectnres.  —  The  Resmrree- 
tion.  —  Apparitions. 

Whilb  my  friend  is  thus  contemplated  in  the 
splendour  derived  from  his  last  and  perhaps 
most  admirable  work,  I  introduce  him  with 
peculiar  propriety  as  the  correspondent  of 
Warren  Hastings!  a  man  whose  regard  re* 
fleets  dignity  even  upon  Johnson ;  a  man,  the 
extent  of  whose  abilities  was  equal  to  that  of 
his  power;  and  who,  by  those  who  are  for- 
tunate enough  to  know  him  in  private  life,  is 
admired  for  his  literature  and  taste,  and 
beloved  for  the  candour,  moderation,  and 
mildness  of  his  character.    Were  I  capable  of 

rying  a  suitable  tribute  of  admiration  to  him, 
should  certainly  not  withhold  it  at  a  mo- 
ment^ when  it  is  not  possible  that  I  should  be 
suspected  of  being  an  interested  flatterer.  But 
how  weak  would  be  my  voice  after  that  of  the 
millions  whom  he  governed !  His  condescend- 
ing and  obliging  compliance  with  my  solicita^ 
tion,  I  with  humble  gratitude  acknowledge; 
and  while  by  publirainff  his  letter  to  me, 
accompanying  the  valuable  communication,  I 
do  enunent  honour  to  m^  gi^t  friend,  I  shall 
entirely  disregard  any  invidious  suggestions, 
that,  as  I  in  some  degree  participate  in  the 
honour,  I  have,  at  the  same  time,  the  grati- 
fication of  my  own  vanity  in  view. 

WARREN  HASTINGS  TO  BOSWELL. 

"Put  Lana.  D«c.  1. 1790. 
**  Sia,  —  I  have  been  fortunatclj  spared  the 
troublanome  suspense  of  a  long  search,  to  which, 
in  parfennanoa  of  my  ptomiae,  I  had  devoted  thb 
rooming,  by  lighting  upon  the  objecta  of  it  among 
the  first  papers  that  I  laid  my  hands  on ;  my  vene- 
radon  fiir  your  great  end  good  friend.  Dr.  Johnaoo, 
and  the  pride,  or  I  hope  something  of  a  better 
sentiment,  which   I  indulge  in    pniwMsing  such 


Mand,  Um  Rcvarand  Mr.  BarU,  wbe  pOMItbad  It  wiCboat  hif 
aama.  It  U  a  Jaraalla  parformaac««  bat  alegaatlx  wrfttan, 
wldi  rliiilrBl  aelbmlaim  of  MnUmant,  aad  ycc  with  a  be- 
comlaf  modaaty,  aad  t^eat  raa|iact  for  Dr.  Jobaaoo.— 


«  BoawdU  bad  mtnet  baea  cofdlaHy  raealvcd  at  Mn.  Moa- 
taftt'i.   8aa  mnli.  p.  SOS.  n.  9.  —  Caoaia.  1S47. 

V  Jaaaary,  1791. »  Boawiu,.    Ac  tbla  date  Mr.  Haatfofft'f 
Impaaebroaat  waa  itllt  UDeartaf  oa,but  wltb  a 
of  bU  ultlflBate  acqataal. — Caoasa. 
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memorials  of  his  good  will  towards  me,  having 
induced  me  to  bind  them  in  a  parcel  containing 
other  select  papers,  and  labelled  with  the  titles  ap- 
pertaining to  them.  They  consist  but  of  three 
letters,  which  I  believe  were  all  that  I  ever  received 
from  Dr.  Johnson.  Of  these,  one,  which  was 
written  in  quadruplicate,  under  the  different  dates 
of  its  respective  despatches,  has  already  been  made 
public,  but  not  from  any  communication  of  mine. 
This,  however,  I  have  joined  to  the  rest ;  and  have 
now  the  pleasure  of  sending  them  to  you,  for  the 
use  to  which  you  informed  me  it  was  your  desire 
to  destine  them. 

*'  My  promise  was  pledged  with  the  condition, 
thnt  if  the  letters  were  found  to  contain  any  thing 
which  should  render  them  improper  for  the  public 
eye,  you  would  dispense  with  the  performance  of 
it  You  will  have  the  goodness,  I  am  sure,  to 
pardon  my  recalling  this  stipulation  to  your  recol- 
lection, as  I  shall  be  loth  to  appear  negligent  of 
that  obligation  which  is  always  implied  in  an  epis- 
tolary confidence.  In  the  reservation  of  that  right 
I  have  read  them  over  with  the  most  scrupulous 
attention,  but  have  not  seen  in  them  the  slightest 
cause  on  that  ground  to  withhold  them  from  you. 
But,  though  not  on  that,  yet  on  another  ground*  I 
own  I  feel  a  little,  yet  but  a  little,  reluctance  to  part 
with  them :  I  mean  on  that  of  my  own  credit, 
which  I  fear  will  suffer  by  the  information  con- 
veyed by  them,  that  I  was  early  in  the  poasession 
of  such  valuable  instructions  for  the  beneficial  em- 
ployment of  the  influence  of  my  late  station,  and 
(as  it  may  seem)  have  so  little  availed  myself  of 
them.  Whether  I  could,  if  it  were  necessary, 
defend  myself  against  such  an  imputation,  it  little 
concerns  the  world  to  know.  I  look  only  to  the 
effect  which  these  relics  may  produce,  considered  as 
evidences  of  the  virtues  of  their  author ;  and  be- 
lieving that  they  will  be  found  to  display  an  un- 
common warmth  of  private  friendship,  and  a  mind 
ever  attentive  tu  the  improvement  and  extension  of 
useful  knowledge,  and  solicitous  for  the  interests  of 
mankind,  I  can  cheerfully  submit  to  the  little 
sacrifice  of  my  own  fame,  to  contribute  to  the  illus- 
tration of  so  great  and  venerable  a  character.  They 
cannot  be  >)etter  applied,  for  that  end,  than  by 
being  intrusted  to  your  hands.  Allow  me,  with 
this  offering,  to  infer  from  it  a  proof  of  the  very 
great  esteem  with  which  I  have  the  honour  to  pro- 
fess myself  Sir,  your,  &c.a        Warrkn  Hastisigs. 

**  P.  Sw  At  some  future  time,  and  when  you  have 
no  further  occasion  for  these  papers^  I  shall  be 
obliged  to  you  if  you  will  return  them.'* 

The  last  of  the  three  letters  thus  graciouslj 
put  into  my  hands,  and  which  has  already 
appeared  in  public,  belongs  to  this  ^ear ;  but  I 
shall  previously  insert  the  first  two  in  the  order 
of  their  dates.  They  altogether  form  a  grand 
f^oup  in  my  biograpnical  picture. 

JOHNSON  TO  WARREN  HASTINGS. 

•*  March  SO.  1774. 
"  Sir,  —  Though  I  have  had  but  little  personal 
knowledge  of  you,  I  have  had  enough  to  make  me 
wish  fur  more ;  and  though  it  be  now  a  long  time 


1  Affcerwardt  Sir  Robert  Chambers,  tmn  of  hli  majesty'! 
judge*  In  India  ~  Boswbll.    Ami,  p.  90.  n.  2 C. 


since  I  was  honoured  by  your  visit,  Ihad  toonocb 
pleasure  from  it  to  forget  it.  By  those  irb(»  ve 
delight  to  remember,  we  are  unwilling  (o  be  fisr- 
gotten ;  and  therefore  I  cannot  omit  this  oppor- 
tunity of  reviving  myself  in  your  memory  bj  a 
letter  which  you  will  receive  from  the  hai^of  bit 
friend  Mr.  Chambers  ^ ;  a  man  whose  purity  d 
manners  and  vigour  of  mind  are  sufficient  to  xuU 
every  thing  welcome  that  he  brings. 

**  That  this  is  my  only  reason  for  writing  viP. 
be  too  apparent  by  the  uselessness  of  my  letter  to 
any  other  purpose.  I  have  no  questions  to  vk ; 
not  that  I  want  curiositv  after  either  the  ancient  or 
present  state  of  regions  in  which  have  been  teei 
all  the  power  and  splendour  of  wide-extended 
empire ;  and  which,  as  by  some  grant  of  natmi 
superiority,  supply  the  rest  of  the  world  vith 
almost  all  that  pride  desires  and  luxury  enjoy*. 
But  my  knowledge  of  them  is  too  scanty  to  fanah 
me  with  proper  topics  of  inquiry :  I  can  ooly  «idi 
for  information ;  and  hope  that  a  mind  compre- 
hensive like  yours  will  find  leisure,  amidst  ^ 
cares  of  your  important  station,  to  inquire  into 
many  subjects  of  which  the  European  world  dtber 
thinks  not  at  all,  or  thinks  with  defideot  intel- 
ligence and  uncertain  conjecture.  I  shall  bopc 
that  he  who  once  intended  to  increase  the  lean- 
ing of  his  country  by  the  introduction  of  ^ 
Persian  language  will  examine  nicely  the  tradi- 
tions and  histories  of  the  £ast;  that  he  vill 
survey  the  wonders  of  its  ancient  edifices  and  trsce 
the  vestiges  of  its  ruined  cities ;  and  that,  at  bis 
return,  we  shall  know  the  arts  and  opinioof  of  a 
race  of  men  from  whom  very  little  has  bees 
hitherto  derived. 

**  You,  Sir,  have  no  need  of  being  told  br  bm 
how  much  may  be  added  by  your  attcntioo  and 
patronage  to  experimental  knowledge  and  natural 
history.  There  are  arts  of  manu&cture  practtnd 
in  tlie  countries  in  which  you  preside,  whidk  are 
yet  very  imperfectly  known  here,  either  to  artifieen 
or  philosophers.  Of  the  natural  productknn. 
animate  and  iuaninuite,  we  yet  have  so  litti< 
intelligence,  that  our  books  arc  filled, Iftar, vitb 
conjectures  about  things  which  an  Indian  peasaot 
knows  by  his  senses. 

"  Many  of  those  things  my  first  wish  is  to  see: 
my  second,  to  know,  by  such  accounts  as  a  nis 
like  you  will  be  able  to  give. 

**  As  I  have  not  skill  to  ask  proper  qoaiiom, 
I  have  likewise  no  such  access  to  great  nco  as 
can  enable  me  to  send  you  any  political  infrnn*- 
tion.  Of  the  agitations  of  an  unsettled  go**!** 
ment,  and  the  struggles  of  a  feeble  ministry,  csie 
is  doubtless  taken  to  give  you  more  exact  aceooati 
than  I  can  obtain.  If  you  are  inclined  to  inttfc^ 
yourself  much  in  public  transaetions,  it  b  no  oit- 
fortune  to  you  tto  be  distant  from  them. 

«  That  literature  is  not  totally  forsskiog  n%  ad 
that  your  fiivourito  language  is  not  n^^ed,  will 
appear  from  the  book',  whid)  I  should  bare 
pleased  myself  more  with  sending,  if  I  coold  baw 
presented  it  bound:  but  time  was  wanting.  I 
beg,  however,  Sir,  that  you  will  accept  it  fiom  a 
man  very  desirous  of  your  regard  ;  and  tlist  if  yM 
think  me  able  to  gratify  you  by  any  thing  oen 
important,  you  will  employ  me. 

3  Jones's  **  Fcrtian  Gramscar.'* 
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**  I  am  now  going  to  take  leave,  perhnps  a  very 
Ion;;  leave,  of  my  dear  Mr.  Chambcrt.  That  he  is 
going  to  live  where  you  govern  may  justly  alleviate 
the  regret  of  parting;  and  the  hope  of  seeing  both 
him  and  you  again,  which  I  am  not  willing  to 
mingle  with  doubt,  must  at  present  comfort  as  it 
can.  Sir,  your,  &c.,  Sam.  Jounsoh.* 

JOHNSON  TO  HASTINGS. 

*«  London,  Dec.  90. 1774. 

**  Sia,  —  Being  informed  that  by  the  departure 
of  a  ahip  there  is  now  an  opportunity  of  writing 
to  Bengal,  I  am  unwilling  to  slip  out  of  your 
momory  by  my  own  negligence,  and  therefore  take 
the  nbcrty  of  reminding  you  of  my  existence  by 
sending  you  a  hook  which  is  not  yet  made  public. 

**  I  have  lately  visited  a  region  less  remote  and 
U'«t  illustrious  than  India,  which  aflbrded  some 
ot-c3sions  for  speculation.  What  has  occurred  to 
Ttio.  I  have  put  into  the  volume*,  of  which  I  beg 
\uur  acceptance. 

**  Mi*n  in  your  station  seldom  have  presents 
t  'tally  disinterested :  my  book  is  received,  let  me 
Low  make  my  request.  Tliere  is.  Sir,  somewhere 
t^  Ithiu  your  government,  .i  young  adventurer,  one 
i  .ijuncey  Lawrence,  whose  father  is  one  of  my 
«. '  icnt  friends.  Be  pleased  to  show  the  young  man 
n-  hat  countenance  is  fit ;  whether  he  wants  to  be 
r«  strained  by  your  authority,  or  encouraged  by 
w»ur  £AVour.  I  lis  father  is  now  president  of  the 
c  .Ui-<;e  of  physicians ;  a  man  venerable  for  his 
L'.owled;;^,  and  more  venerable  for  his  virtue. 

**  I  wish  you  a  pro&pcrous  government,  a  safe 
rt'tum,  and  a  long  enjoyment  of  plenty  and  tran- 
•^  itiUty.     I  am»  Sir,  your,  &c., 

**  Sam.  Johnson.** 

JOHNSON  TO  HASTINCa 

••Jan.  9. 1781. 

«•  Sia, — Amidst  the  importance  and  multiplicity 
f'f  alTairs  in  which  your  great  office  engages  you, 
I  take  the  liberty  of  reciilhng  your  attention  for  a 
miMncBt  to  literature,  and  will  not  prolong  the  in* 
t^:miptioa  by  an  apology  which  your  character 
nu&ea  needlesa. 

**  Mr.  Hoole,  a  gentleman  long  known  and  long 
eoecned  in  the  India  House,  after  having  translated 
'i'a««o,  has  undertaken  Ariosto.  How  well  he  is 
f^ualiSed  for  his  undertaking  he  has  already  shown. 
He  »  dcaarous.  Sir,  of  your  favour  in  promoting 
!  1*  propoaals,  and  flatters  me  by  supponng  that  my 
tr<timoay  may  advance  his  interest. 

**  It  is  a  new  thing  for  a  clerk  of  the  India 
i  Ioa«a  to  tmwlate  poets ;  —  it  is  new  for  a  governor 
ff  Bengal  to  patronise  learning.  That  he  may 
f  T.d  bis  ingenuity  rewarded,  and  that  learning  may 
fconri^  under  your  protection,  is  the  wish  &t,  Sir, 
Tour,  &c.,  Sam.  Johnson.** 

I  wrote  to  bim  in  February,  complaining  of 
K.ving  been  troubled  by  a  recurrence  of  the 
j»n-|ilcxin{r  question  of  Liberty  and  Necessity; 
iriid  mentioning  that  I  hoped  soon  to  meet  him 
a^ain  in  Loodon. 


'  Th#  •*  ioanacy  to  the  Wettcni  Idandi  of  ScotUnd.' 

—  Bo«wr4A. 


>  Potiltobed  by  Keartley,  with  this  welUboteo  motto ;  — 


JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

*'  March  14.  1781. 

"  Dear  Sir,  —  I  hoped  you  had  got  rid  of  all 
this  hypocrisy  of  misery.  What  have  you  to  do 
with  Liberty  and  Necessity?  Or  what  more, than 
to  hold  your  tongue  about  it  ?  Do  not  doubt  but 
I  shall  be  most  heartily  glad  to  see  you  here  again, 
for  I  love  every  part  alx>ut  you  but  your  aSectatioa 
of  distress. 

**  I  have  at  last  finished  my  Lives,  and  have  laid 
up  for  you  a  load  of  copy,  all  out  of  order,  so  that 
it  will  amuse  you  a  long  time  to  set  it  righL 
Come  to  me,  my  dear  Bozzy,  and  let  us  be  as 
happy  as  we  can.  We  will  go  again  to  the  Mitre, 
and  talk  old  times  over.  I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours 
affectionately,  Sam.  Johnson.** 

On  Monday,  March  19.,  I  arrived  in  London, 
and  on  Tuesday,  the  20th,  met  him  in  Fleet 
Street,  walking,  or  rather  indeed  moving  along ; 
for  his  peculiar  march  is  thus  described  in  a 
very  just  and  picturesque  manner,  in  a  short 
Life*  of  him  published  very  soon  after  his 
death :  —  »*  When  he  walked  the  streets,  what 
with  the  constant  roll  of  his  head,  and  the  con- 
comitant motion  of  his  body,  he  appeared  to 
make  hb  way  by  that  motion,  independent  of 
his  feet.**  That  he  was  often  much  stared  at 
while  he  advanced  in  this  manner  may  easily 
be  believed ;  but  it  was  not  safe  to  make  sport 
of  one  so  robust  as  he  was.  Mr.  Longton  saw 
him  one  day,  in  a  fit  of  absence,  by  a  sudden 
start,  drive  the  load  off  a  porter*s  back,  and 
walk  forward  briskly,  without  being  conscious 
of  what  he  had  done.  The  porter  was  very 
Jingry,  but  stood  still,  and  eyed  the  huge  figure 
with  much  earnestness,  till  he  was  satisfied  that 
his  wisest  course  was  to  be  quiet,  and  take  up 
his  burthen  again. 

Our  accidental  meeting  in  the  street  after  a 
lone  separation  was  a  pleasing  surprise  to  us 
both,  lie  stepped  aside  with  me  into  Falcon 
Court,  and  mode  kind  inquiries  about  my 
family;  and  aa  we  were  in  a  hurry,  going 
different  wa^s,  I  promised  to  call  on  mm  next 
day.  He  said  he  was  engaged  to  go  out  in  the 
morning.  "Early,  Sir?"  said  I.  Joiixsox. 
"Why,  Sir,  a  London  morning  does  not  go 
with  the  sun.** 

I  waited  on  him  next  evening,  and  he  gave 
me  a  great  portion  of  his  original  manuscript 
of  his  "  Lives  of  the  Poets,**  which  he  had  pre- 
•ervedforme. 

I  found  on  visiting  his  friend,  Mr.  Thrale, 
that  he  was  now  yery  ill,  and  had  remove<l,  I 
suppose  by  the  solicitation  of  Mrs.  Thrale,  to  n 
house  in  Grosvcnor  Square.  I  was  sorry  to 
see  him  sadly  changed  in  his  appearance. 

He  told  me  I  might  now  have  the  pleasure 
to  see  Dr.  Johnson  drink  wine  o^ain,  for  he 
had  lately  returned  to  it.  When  I  mentioned 
this  to  Johnson,  he  said,  "  I  drink  it  now  some* 


— ^  **  From  hit  enMilf* 
He  was  a  fcbolAr.  and  «  r>p<>  and  good  ooe : 
And,  lo  adtl  frr«trr  b«inour»  to  hli  siro 
Than  man  could  five  bim,  ho  died  foartof  lloavra. 
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times,  but  not  socially."  The  first  evening 
that  I  was  with  him  at  Thrale*s,  I  observed  he 
pourod  a  large  quantity  of  it  into  a  glass,  and 
swallowed  it  greedily.  Every  thinff  about  his 
character  and  manners  was  forcible  and  vio- 
lent; there  never  was  any  moderation.  Many 
a  daj  did  he  fast,  many  a  year  did  he  refrain 
from  wine :  but  when  he  did  eat,  it  was  vo- 
raciously ;  when  he  did  drink  wine,  it  was 
copiously.  lie  could  practise  abstinence,  but 
not  temperance. 

Mrs.  Thrale  and  I  had  a  dispute  whether 
Shakspeare  or  Milton  had  drawn  the  most 
admirable  picture  of  a  man.*  I  was  for  Shak- 
speare, Mrs.  Thrale  for  Milton ;  and,  after  a 
fair  hearing,  Johnson  decided  for  my  opinion. 

I  told  him  of  one  of  Mr.  Burke's  playful 
sallies  upon  Dean  Marlay  ' :  "  I  don*t  like  the 
Deanery  of  Ferru ;  it  sounds  so  like  a  barren 
title."  '*  Dr.  Heath^  should  hav6  it," said  I. 
Johnson  laughed,  and,  condescending  to  trifle 
in  the  same  mode  of  conceit^  suggested  Dr. 

MOSM* 

He  said,  **  Mrs.  Montagu  has  dropt  me.^ 
Now,  Sir,  there  are  people  whom  one  should 
like  very  well  to  drop,  but  would  not  wish  to 
be  dropt  by."  He  certainly  was  vain  of  the 
society  of  ladies,  and  could  make  himself  very 
agreeable  to  them  when  he  chose  it :  Sir  Joshua 
Reynolds  agreed  with  me  that  he  could.  Mr. 
Gibbon,  wiUi  his  usual  sneer,  controverted^  it, 
perhaps  in  resentment  of  JFohnson*s  having 
talkea  with  some  disgust  of  his  ugliness,  which 
one  would  think  a  philosopher  would  not  mind. 
Dean  Marlay  wittily  observed,  "  A  lady  may 
be  vain  when  she  can  turn  a  wolf-dog  into  a 
lap-dog." 

The  election  for  Ayrshire,  my  own  county, 
was  this  spring  tried  uix>n  a  petition  before  a 
committee  of  the  House  of  Commons.  I  was 
one  of  the  counsel  for  the  sitting  member^, 
and  took  the  liberty  of  previously  stating 
different  points  to  Johnson,  who  never  failed 
to  see  them  clearly,  and  to  supply  me  with 
some  good  hints  lie  dictated  to  me  the  fol- 
lowing note  upon  the  registration  of  deeds : — 


I 


>  SbaUpewe  maket  HanleC  that  detcribe  kl^  tathm : 

**  See  what  m  grmee  wm  tafd  on  Mt  brow  : 
Hyperion's  curb,  the  front  of  Jove  hlnself. 
An  ere  Hk«  Mars,  to  threnten  and  command  i 
A  ftation  like  the  herald.  Mprcury, 
New-lightfd  on  a  heaven-kiMing  hill ; 
A  combination  and  a  form,  Indml. 
Where  erery  god  did  teem  to  set  hia  seal. 
To  give  the  world  astitranoe  of  a  man." 

Mlltoo  thus  portrays  oar  first  parent,  Adam : 

"  His  fUr  large  front  and  eye  sublime dedarrd 
Ahsoltite  rule :  and  hyarinthio  locks 
Round  from  hIa  parted  fnrelock  manlv  hun« 
Clust'ring.  but  not  beneath  bis  shoulders  broad.**  — 

BoewKi.L. 

The  latter  part  of  this  dowrlpCkm.  "  bnt  not  beneath.**  ftc, 
may  rvrj  probably  be  aacribed  to  Milton's  prejudlcni  in 
favour  or  the  puriuos,  who  had  a  great  aversion  to  itnifi  hair. 
—  Malonr.  U  li  strange  that  the  picture  drawn  by  the 
unlearned  Shakspeare  should  be  full  of  classical  images,  and 
that  by  the  learned  Milton  void  of  them.  Milton's  descrip- 
tion appeors  to  be  more  picturesqoe.  —  Kbarhbt.  Dr. 
Kearney  seeaas  to  have  forgoMen  that  Milton  Is  here  a  mere 
detctiptwe  poet,  giving  a  kind  of  alMtract  delineation  of  the 


**  All  lavs  are  made  for  the  eooTaiicact  of  the 
community.  What  is  l^ally  done  iboold  be  kf^MW 
recorded,  that  the  state  of  tilings  may  be  knovn, 
and  that  wherever  evidence  is  requisite,  evidence 
may  be  had.  For  this  reasoo,  the  obligation  to  frame 
and  esiablish  a  I^al  register  is  enloreed  by  a  \^zA 
penalty,  which  penalty  is  the  want  of  that  peritc- 
tion  and  plenitude  of  right  which  a  regi«ker  woui  1 
give.  Thence  it  follows  that  this  is  not  an  objecti  >n 
merely  legal ;  for  the  reason  on  which  the  Uv 
stands  being  equitable,  makes  it  an  cquiubkc 
objection.*' 

^This,**  sud  he,  ^yon  must  enlarge  en. 
when  speaking  to  the  committee.  Yon  idt.^: 
not  argue  there  as  if  you  were  ai^gnii^  in  tL> 
schoob;  dose  reasoning  will  not  fix  Uk-j- 
attention :  you  must  say  the  same  thing  oM.r 
and  over  again  in  different  words.  If  you  aj^ 
it  but  once,  they  miss  it  in  a  mament  of  ic:- 
tention.  It  is  unjust.  Sir,  to  censure  lawv*  r« 
for  multiplying  words  when  they  ax^e ;  it  > 
ofien  meoeuarff  for  them  to  mitltqply  wonis." 

His  notion  of  the  duty  of  a  member  of  par> 
liament,  sitting  upon  an  electioo-eonunistc^. 
was  yery  high ;  and  when  he  was  told  of  a  z"  -- 
tleman  upon  one  of  those  oommittees,  ^-^ 
read  the  newspapers  part  of  the  time,  and  ^l*-; : 
the  rest,  while  the  merits  of  a  vote  were  tx- 
amined  by  the  counsel;  and  as  aa  ex^i^. 
when  challenged  by  the  chairman  for  •^-4  s 
behaviour,  bluntly  answered,  "  I  had  ma^-  : 
my  mind  upon  that  case;**  Johnaoa,  with  «. 
indignant  contempt,  said,  **  If  he  was  tw^  a 
i-ogue  as  to  make  up  his  mind  upon  a  v.*" 
without  hearing  it,  he  should  not  have  •*^r 
such  a  fool  as  to  tdl  it.**  "« I  tlitnk,*  aaki  V- 
Dudley  Long  ^,  now  North,  ^  the  Dortur  l>^ 
pretty  plainly  made  him  out  to  be  bodt  xvjv.- 
and  fooV* 

Johnson*8  profound  reyerence  for  Ike  h 
chy  made  him  expect  from  biahopa  tke  ~ 
degree  of  decorum ;  he  was  ofiended 
their  goin^  to  taverns :  ^  A  bishop,*  Mid 
*^  has  nothmg  to  do  at  a  tippling«hoii  ■ 
not  indeed  immoral  in  him  to  go  to  a 
neither  would  it  be  immoral  in  kim  to  wk-r  • 


first  man.  while  Shakespeare  b 
eharoeUr  of  an  entfauslastk  yi 
and  boillna  with  indignation  and  grlei; 
tocontrouT  or  uodetite.  Inr  these 
other  case  would  be,  pcdaanc  atlHa 

*  Dr.  Richard  Marlav.  afterward 
ford  ;  a  very  amiable.  benevolcnA.  aad 
was  chosen  a  member  of  the  f 
in  DubUn,  July  S.  isna,  fas  his 
In  very  eariy  Ufe.  I  had  the  booow  of 
quainunce  and  tndulgvnt  nndce  of  my 
ntorature.    He  was  aU  lh«l  Mr.  Malona 
CaoKsa 

>  Dr.  Bo^amin  Heath,  cehbiiiti  fer  a 
which  was  sold  In  ISIO,  at 

4  Dr.  Charles  Moss  hM 
having  been,  hi  1766^  Bishop  ef 
Bath  and  Weils.    He  died  ia  iSQI: - 

>  Mrs.  Montagu,  with.  I  thhik.  aa 
that  was  the  real  cause)  *  dropt  *  hti 
of  Lord  Lyttelton.    8oe#atf,p.S»l  ^ _ 

•  Hugh  Montgomery.  Rsa.  The  lail*".":^      ^'  J 
Ham  Macdowall.  Esq..  was  drriaeed  ^iy  s*wai* -7*  *  * 

y  This  Ingenious  and  pirasaat  ^^taammmm^-^  • 
at  the  age  of  eighty,  alter  aa  flinms  vMA  ■■  ■»  "^^ 
secluded  him  from  sodcCy.  —  Caaan 


at 
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top  in  Grofrenor  Square :  bat,  if  he  did,  I 
hope  the  boys  would  fall  upon  him,  and  apply 
the  whip  to  kim.  There  are  gradatioiia  in 
conduct ;  there  is  morality, — decency,  —  pro- 
priety. None  of  these  should  be  violated  oy  a 
Dis^hop.  A  bishop  should  not  go  to  a  house 
where  he  may  meet  a  young  fellow  leading  out 
a  wench.**  Boswaix.  **  But,  Sir,  every  tavern 
d(K?4  not  admit  women.**  Johmson.  '*  Depend 
a{)on  it,  Sir,  any  tavern  will  admit  a  well- 
dre««d  man  and  a  well-dressed  woman :  they 
will  not  perhaps  admit  a  woman  whom  they  see 
every  ntght  walking  by  their  door,  in  the 
5treet.  But  a  well-dressed  man  may  lead  in  a 
well-dressed  woman  to  any  tavern  in  London. 
Taverns  sell  meat  and  drink,  and  will  sell  them 
to  any  body  who  can  eat  and  can  drink.  You 
mar  as  well  say  that  a  mercer  will  not  sell 
silks  to  a  woman  of  the  town.** 

He  also  disapproved  of  bishops  going  to 
routs;  at  least  of  their  staying  at  them  longer 
than  their  presence  commanded  respect.  He 
mentioned  a  particular  bishop.  **  Poh !  **  said 
Mrs.  Thrale,  "^the  Bishop  of  [St  Asaph*s]  *  is 
never  minded  at  a  rout.  Boswbll.  **  When  a 
bi»hop  places  himself  in  a  situation  where  he 
has  no  distinct  character,  and  is  of  no  conse- 

3uei)ce,  he  degrades  the  dignity  of  his  order.** 
oRvsoir.  ^Mr.BosweU,  Madam,  has  said  it  as 
correctly  as  it  could  be.** 

Nor  was  it  only  in  the  dignitaries  of  the 
church  that  Johnson  reauired  a  particuliur  de- 
corum and  delicacy  of  oehaviour ;  he  justly 
considered  that  the  clergy,  as  persons  set  apart 
for  the  sacred  office  of  serving  at  the  altar,  and 
impreMing  the  minds  of  men  with  the  awful 
comvms  of  a  Aiture  state,  should  be  somewhat 
more  serious  than  the  generality  of  mankind, 
and  have  a  suitable  composure  of  manners.  A 
dur  sense  of  the  d^ity  of  their  profession, 
iDd<*ppndent  of  higher  motives,  will  ever  pre- 
y«*nt  them  from  losing  their  distinction  in  an 
indiscriminate  sociality ;  and  did  such  as  affect 
thu  know  how  much  it  lessens  them  in  the  eyes 
of  those  whom  thev  think  to  please  bv  it,  they 
wouM  feel  themselves  much  mortified. 

Johnson  and  his  friend  Beauclerk  were  once 
tofft'ther  in  company  with  several  clergymen, 
wbo  thou^t  that  they  should  appear  to  ad- 
▼anta;^  by  assuming  the  lax  jollity  of  men  of 
the  woM ;  which,  as  it  may  be  observed  in 
*tmilar  cases,  they  carried  to  noisy  excess. 
Joontion,  who  they  expected  would  be  enter* 
taifud,  sat  grave  and  silent  for  some  time ;  at 
last,  turning  to  Beauclerk,  he  said,  by  no  means 
in  a  whisper,  ^Thb  merriment  of  parsons  Is 
mighty  onensive.** 

Even  the  dress  of  a  dergyman  should  be  in 
character,  and  nothmg  can  oe  more  despicable 
than  conceited  attempts  at  avoiding  the  ap- 
fx^arance  d*  the  clencsl  order ;  attempts,  which 
vv  as  ineflectual  as  they  are  pitiful.    Dr. 


*  I>r.  Khiftlcy.    Sm  mtf .  p.  647.  d.  & — Cwwaa. 

*  s««  tfiitf.  p.  10. .  Boawnx. 
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Porteus,  now  Bishop  of  London,  in  his  excel- 
lent charge  when  presiding  over  the  diocese  of 
Chester, justly  animadverts  upon  this  subject; 
and  observes  of  a  reverend  K>p,  that  he  ^*  can 
be  but  half  a  beau.** 

Addison,  in  ^  The  Spectator,**  has  given  us 
a  fine  portrait  of  a  clergyman,  who  is  supposed 
to  be  a  member  of  his  Club;  and  Johnson  has 
exhibited  a  model,  in  the  character  of  Mr. 
Mudge ',  which  has  escaped  the  coUectors  of 
his  works,  but  which  he  owned  to  me,  and 
which  indieed  he  showed  to  Sir  Joshua  Rey- 
nolds at  the  time  when  it  was  written.  '  It 
bears  the  ffenuine  marks  of  John8on*s  best 
manner,  and  is  as  follows :  — 

**Tbe  Reverend  Mr.  Zachariah  Mudge,  pre- 
bendary of  Eaetcr,  and  vicar  of  St.  Andrew's  in 
Plymouth  ;  a  man  equally  eminent  for  his  virtues 
and  abilities,  and  at  once  beloved  as  a  companion 
and  reverenced  aa  a  pastor.  He  had  that  general 
curiosity  to  which  no  kind  of  knowledge  is  indi£. 
fisrent  or  superfluous ;  and  that  general  benevolence 
by  which  no  order  of  men  is  hated  or  despised. 

"His  principles  both  of  thought  and  action  were 
great  and  comprehensive.  By  a  solicitous  exami- 
nation of  obJectioM,  and  Judicious  comparison  of 
oppottte  arguments,  he  attained  what  inquiry  never 
gives  but  to  industry  and  perspicuity,  a  firm  and 
unshaken  settlement  of  conviction.  But  his  6rm- 
ncas  waa  without  asperity;  finr,  knowing  with  how 
much  difficulty  truth  waa  aometimes  found,  he  did 
not  wonder  that  many  missed  it. 

**  The  general  course  of  his  life  waa  determined 
by  his  profession  ;  he  studied  the  sacred  volumes 
in  the  original  languages ;  with  what  diligence  and 
aucccas  his  *  Notes  upon  the  Psalms*  give  sufficient 
evidence.  He  once  endeavoured  to  add  the  know- 
ledge of  Arable  to  that  of  Hebrew ;  but,  finding 
his  thoughts  too  much  diverted  from  other  studies 
after  some  time  deaisted  from  hu  purpose. 

**  Hia  discharge  of  parochial  dutica  was  exem- 
plary. How  bis  SeroKNia  were  composed,  may  be 
learned  fitmi  the  eicelient  volume  which  he  has 
given  to  the  public ;  but  bow  they  were  delivered, 
can  be  known  only  to  those  that  heard  them ;  for, 
as  he  appeared  in  the  pulpit,  words  will  not  easily 
describe  him.  His  delivery,  though  unconstrained, 
was  not  negligent,  and  though  forcible,  was  not 
turbulent ;  disduntng  anxious  nicety  of  emphasis, 
and  laboured  artifice  of  action,  it  captivated  the 
bearer  by  its  natural  dignity ;  it  roused  the  sluggish 
and  fixed  the  volatile,  and  detained  the  mind  upon 
the  subject  without  directing  it  to  the  speaker. 

**  The  grandeur  and  aolemnity  of  the  preacher 
did  not  intrude  upon  bis  general  behaviour ;  at  the 
table  of  hia  firiends  he  was  a  companion  commu- 
nicative and  attentive,  of  unaffected  manners,  of 
manly  cheerfulness,  willing  to  please,  and  easy  to 
be  pleased.  His  aeqoaintance  was  universully 
solicited,  and  his  presence  obstructed  no  enjoyment 
whidi  religion  did  not  forbid.  Though  studious, 
be  was  popular ;  though  argumentative^  he  was 
modest ;  though  inflexible,  he  was  candid ;  and 
though  metaphysieal,  yet  orthodox.*' 

man  b  Uiers  menCfonsd  tn  bs? e  dM  on  the  M  of  April*  that 
year,  at  CoOeet,  [iwu  Kxslerl  th«  iMf  of  Thomai  Vcale, 
■sq.,  in  his  way  lo  Loodoe.  —  Boswau.. 
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On  Friday,  ^larch  30.,  I  dined  with  him  at 
Sir  Joshua  Keynolds's,  with  the  Earl  of  Char- 
lemon  t,  Sir  Anncslej  Stewart,  Mr.  Eliot  of 
Port-Eliot,  Mr.  Burke,  Dean  Marlaj,  Mr. 
Langton ;  a  most  agreeable  daj,  of  which  I  re- 
gret that  every  circumstance  is  not  preserved : 
but  it  is  unreasonable  to  require  such  a  multi- 
plication of  felicity. 

Mr.  Eliot,  with  whom  Dr.  Walter  Harte  * 
had  travelled,  talked  to  us  of  his  **  History  of 
Gustavus  Adolphus,**  which  he  said  was  a  very 
good  book  in  the  German  translation.  Johk- 
so:^.  ^  Harte  was  excessively  vain.  He  put 
copies  of  his  book  in  manuscript  into  the  hands 
of  Lord  Chesterfield  and  Lord  Granville,  that 
they  might  revise  it.  Now  how  absurd  was  it 
to  suppose  that  two  such  noblemen  would  re- 
vise so  bi^  a  manuscript.  Poor  man!  he  left 
London  the  day  of  the  publication  of  his  book, 
that  he  might  be  out  or  the  way  of  the  great 
praise  he  was  to  receive ;  and  he  was  ashamed 
to  return,  when  he  found  how  ill  his  book  had 
succeeded.  It  was  unlucky  in  coming  out  on 
the  same  day  with  Robertson*8  *  History  of 
Scotland.'  His  husbandry,  however  is  good." 
BoswELL.  *'  So  he  wns  fitter  for  that  than  for 
heroic  history :  he  did  well,  when  he  turned 
his  sword  into  a  ploughshare.** 

Mr.  Eliot  mentioned  a  curious  liquor  pecu- 
liar to  his  country,  which  the  Cornish  fishermen 
drink.  They  call  it  mahogany ;  and  it  is  made 
of  two  parts  gin  and  one  part  treacle,  well 
beaten  together.  I  beg^d  to  have  some  of  it 
made,  which  was  done  with  proper  skill  by  Mr. 
Eliot.  I  thought  it  very  good  hquor ;  and  said 
it  was  a  counteipart  of  what  is  called  Athol 
porridge  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  which 
18  a  mixture  of  whisky  and  honey.  Johnson 
said,  '^  that  must  be  a  better  liquor  than  the 
Cornish,  for  both  its  component  parts  are  bet- 
ter.'* He  also  observed,  "  Mahogany  must  be 
a  modem  name ;  for  it  is  not  long  since  the 
wood  called  mahogany  was  known  in  this 
country."  I  mentioned  his  scale  of  liquors :  — 
claret  for  boys,  —  port  for  men,  —  brandy  for 
heroes.  *^Tben,"  said  Mr.  Burke,  *Met  me 
have  claret :  I  love  to  be  a  boy ;  to  have  the 
careless  gaiety  of  boyish  davs."  Johmboii.  "I 
should  drink  claret  too,  if  it  would  five  me 
that ;  but  it  does  not :  it  neither  makes  boys 
men,  nor  men  boys.  You'll  be  drowned  by  it 
before  it  has  any  effect  upon  you." 

I  ventured  to  mention  a  ludicrous  paragraph 
in  the  newspapers,  that  Dr.  Johnson  was  learn- 
ing to  dance  of  Vestris.  Lord  Charlemont, 
wishing  to  excite  him  to  talk,  proposed,  in  a 
whisper,  that  he  should  be  asked  whether  it  was 
true.  ^*  Shall  I  ask  him  ?"  said  his  lordship. 
We  were,  by  a  great  majority,  clear  for  the  ex- 


*  Mr.  Eltot.  aftnwards  Lord  Etlot,  had  BrcnmiwnM  Mr. 
Stanhope,  the*  natural  ion  of  L«ird  Chettcrflelil.  for  whom 
the  rrlebrated  Letter*  were  written,  and  ii  frequently  mtn- 
tinned  la  them.  Mr.  Hnrte  was  travellinf;  tutor  to  both 
these  young  gentlemen :  tee  ant^,  p.  S17 Crokkk. 


periment.  Upon  which  his  lordship  verv 
gravely,  and  with  a  courteous  air,  said,  ^  Pray, 
Sir,  is  it  true  that  you  are  taking  lessons  i>i 
Vestris  ?  "  This  was  risking  a  good  de«L»  and  , 
required  the  boldness  uf  a  general  of  Ir!>h 
volunteers  to  make  Uie  attempt.  Johzwon  w>« 
at  first  startled,  and  in  some  heat  answered, 
"  How  can  your  lordship  ask  so  simple  a  qu«->- 
tion?"  But  immediately  recovering  himstvi. 
whether  from  unwillingness  to  be  d«ceiTud  «c 
to  appear  deceived,  or  whether  from  real  s^'■^i 
humour,  he  kept  up  the  joke:  ^  Nay,  but  ii 
any  body  were  to  answer  the  paragraph,  ar.«i 
contradict  it,  I'd  have  a  reply,  and  would  *a}, 
that  he  who  contradicted  it  was  no  friend  eit'j-T 
to  Yestris  or  me.  For  why  should  not  Dr. 
Johnson  add  to  his  other  powers  a  little  c<if- 
poreal  agility  ?  Socrates  learnt  to  dance  a:  on 
advanced  age,  and  Cato  learnt  Greek  at  .a 
advanced  aee.  Then  it  might  proccetl  to  ^^^. 
that  this  Jonnson,  not  content  with  dancins  -u 
the  ground,  might  dance  on  the  rope:  s^r-i 
they  might  introduce  the  elephant  daucintr  ^<* 
the  rope.  A  nobleman"  wrote  a  plaj  i-aii  ^' 
'Love  in  a  Hollow  Tree.*  He  found  out  il.^ 
it  was  a  bad  one,  and  therefore  wi&hed  ii>  K^  5 
up  all  the  copies  and  bum  them.  The  Dui  ht  -^ 
ot  Marlborough  had  kept  one ;  and  when  b 
was  against  her  at  an  election,  »he  had  a  iicv 
edition  of  it  printed,  and  prefi:ied  to  it«  sj  a 
frontispiece,  an  elephant  dancing  on  a  nipc  tv 
show  that  his  lordsnip's  writing  coaiedr  was  la 
awkward  as  an  elephant  dancing  on  a  mpe." 

On  Sunday,  April  1.,  I  dined  with  him  ai 
Mr.  Thrale*s,  witn  Sir  Philip  Jennings  CI.  re 
and  Mr.  Perkins,  who  had  the  soperintcndcx « ,* 
of  Mr.  Thrale's  brewery,  with  a  salarf  oi*  nt  • 
hundred  pounds  a  year.  Sir  Philip  had  *i.: 
appearance  of  a  gentleman  of  ancteut  faniU\. 
well  advanced  in  life.  He  wore  his  own  irL:*c 
hair  in  a  bag  of  goodly  size,  a  black  velvet  co^t, 
with  an  embroidered  waistcoat*  and  very  n  L 
laced  rufiSes;  which  Mrs.  Thrale  said  were  \m.*j^ 
fashioned,  but  which,  for  that  reason,  I  thooft  i 
the  more  respectable*  more  like  a  Tory;  itt 
Sir  Philip  was  then  in  opposition  in  porL.* 
ment.  **Ah!  Sir,"  said  Johnaon,  ^^anccct 
ruffles  and  modem  principles  do  not  a^rr^.*.* 
Sir  Philip  defended  tne  opposition  to  the  Xa*  - 
rican  war  ably  and  with  temper,  and  I  j  i^n: 
him.  He  said  the  majority  of  the  nation  vi« 
against  the  ministry.  Johxsoii.  **  /,  S^r.  aa 
against  the  ministry  ;  but  it  is  for  having  t<v< 
little  of  that  of  which  opposition  thinks  ia'« 
have  too  much.  Were  I  minister,  if  any  a.aa  | 
wagged  his  finger  against  me,  he  shotiM  l« 
turned  out;  for  that  which  it  b  in  the  pws^ 
of  government  to  give  at  pleasure  to  one  or  u 
another  should  be  given  to  the  supportcss  «i' 


>  William,  the  Snt  Tltcount  GrlmilM.— 
Chnrlem«>nt  wai  far  fytxn  bring  pleaaeil  witb  Mr 
having  publuhed  this  coarerMtiaiu  &«•  ka  ' 
Ilardj,  vol.  i.  p.  401.  —  Cbukss. 


r*"< 


jEt.  72. 


BOSWELL'S  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


681 


;r<tvernment  If  joa  will  not  oppose  at  the 
(fxpense  of  losing  your  place,  your  opposition 
will  not  be  honest,  you  will  feel  no  serious 
crricvsnce;  and  the  present  opposition  is  only 
a  contest  to  get  what  others  have.  Sir  Robert 
AValpolc  acte<l  as  I  would  do.  As  to  the  Ame- 
ri<  nil  war,  the  setue  of  the  nation  is  with  the 
ministry.  ITie  majority  of  those  who  can  im- 
tLrstanil  is  with  it ;  the  majority  of  those  who 
oan  only  hear  is  against  it ;  and  as  those  who 
(Mn  only  hear  arc  more  numerous  than  those 
wlio  can  understand,  and  opposition  is  alwsprs 
loudest,  a  majority  of  the  rabble  will  be  for 
opposition.** 

Thb  bouterous  yivacity'  entertained  us ;  but 
the  truth  in  my  opinion  was,  that  those  who 
could  understand  the  best  were  against  the 
American  war,  as  almost  erery  man  now  is, 
wli<>n  the  question  has  been  coolly  considered. 

Mrs.  Thrale  gave  high  praise  to  Mr.  Dudley 
Long  (now  North).  Jouksom.  "  Nay,  my  dear 
lady,  don*t  talk  so.  Mr.  Long*s  character  is 
MTY  ikort.*  It  is  nothing.  lie  fills  a  chair. 
He'is  a  man  of  genteel  appearance,  and  that  is 
ail.  I  know  nobody  who  blasts  by  praise  as 
}oudo:  for  whenever  there  is  exaggerated 
rraise,  every  body  is  set  against  a  character. 
Ilicy  are  provoked  to  attadc  it.  Now  there  is 
IVpjs  3 :  you  praised  that  man  with  such  dis- 
|>r<jportaon,  that  I  was  incited  to  lessen  him, 
iierhiqM  more  than  he  deserves.  Ilis  blood  is 
upon  your  head.  By  the  same  principle,  your 
uialtce  defeata  itself ;  for  your  censure  is  too 
violent.  And  ret  (looking  to  her  with  a  leer- 
io;;  smile)  she  is  the  first  woman  in  the  world, 
rould  she  but  restrain  that  wicked  tongue  of 
hen;-~she  would  be  the  only  woman,  could 
*Le  but  command  that  little  whirligic.** 

Upon  the  subject  of  exaggerated  praise  I 
took  the  liberty  to  say,  that  I  thought  there 
ui'uhi  be  very  nigh  praise  given  to  a  known 
'  baracter  which  deserved  it,  and  therefore  it 
wuuld  not  be  exaggerated.  Thus,  one  might 
•ar  of  Mr.  Edmund  Burke,  he  is  a  very  won- 
•Itrrtul  man«  JoHxsoii.  **  No,  Sir,  you  would 
not  be  safe,  if  another  man  had  a  mind  per- 
yfnoly  to  contradict.  He  might  answer, 
*  Where  is  all  the  wonder  ?  BvAe  is,  to  be 
■ure,  a  man  of  uncommon  abilities ;  with  a 
P^t  quantity  of  matter  in  his  mind,  and  a 
?rvat  fluency  of  language  in  his  mouth.  But 
*e  are  not  to  be  stunned  and  astonished  by 
liim.*  So  yoa  see.  Sir,  even  Burke  would  suf- 
'"?,  not  from  any  fault  of  his  own,  but  from 
ymr  follv.- 

^Ira.  Thrale  mentioned  a  gentleman  who  had 
i^'qnired  a  fortune  of  four  thousand  a  year  in 


'  Tbl«  It  -  tMlftorooi  ▼<TaettT/'  iMcaaM  Bof well  bcppraed 
•^  h«ir  uk«a  up  Um  other  M»  of  the  qiiaicloo.  —  Csoku, 
;m7. 

*  H#re  Jolinioo  cofldcveended  to  play  upon  tho  wordt  lomg 
»^  tkort.  But  llttl*  did  he  know  tbiU.  owing  to  Mr.  Long  a 
'**^v^  in  hit  prexnce.  he  wm  talking  thiu  of  a  gcntlemui 
*  "f  'ri^ihed  aaaoogit  hU  ac4)tuilntjince  for  actitenM*  of  wit ; 
«*d  tu  whoa.  I  think,  the  Preach  cxpreMloo.  ** /I  pll'Uf 
^ripr'r."  u  partlaiUriy  salted.  He  hw  gratHled  me  bj 
that  ho  hitfd  Dr.  Johneoa  §aj,  **  Sir,  If  1  weft 


trade,  but  was  absolutely  miserable  because  he 
could  not  talk  in  company ;  so  miserable,  that 
he  was  impelled  to  lament  his  situation  in  the 
street  to  ••♦♦•♦,  whom  he  hates,  and  who  he 
knows  despises  him.  ^'  I  am  a  most  unhappy 
man,**  said  he.  "  I  am  invited  to  conversations  ; 
I  go  to  conversations;  but,  alas!  I  have  no 
conversation.**  Johnson.  '*Man  commonly 
cannot  be  successful  in  diflerent  ways.  This 
gentleman  has  spent,  in  getting  four  thousand 
pounds  a  year,  tne  time  in  which  he  might  have 
learnt  to  talk ;  and  now  he  cannot  talk.**  Mr. 
Perkins  made  a  shrewd  and  droll  remark  :  ^^If 
he  had  got  his  four  thousand  a  year  as  a 
mountebank,  he  might  have  learnt  to  talk  at 
the  same  time  that  he  was  getting  his  for- 
tune.*' 

Some  other  gentlemen  came  in.  The  con- 
versation concerning  the  person  whose  charac- 
ter Dr.  Johnson  had  treated  so  slightingly,  as 
he  did  not  know  his  merit,  was  resumed.  Mrs. 
Thrale  said,  *' You  think  so  of  him.  Sir,  be- 
cause he  is  quiet,  and  does  not  exert  himself 
with  force.  You*ll  be  saying  the  same  thing  of 
Mr.  •♦••••  there,  who  sits  as  quiet.**  This  was 
not  well  bred;  and  Johnson  did  not  let  it  pass 
without  correction.  ^  Kay,  Madam,  what  right 
have  you  to  talk  thus  ?  Both  Mr.  ••♦♦•♦  and 
I  have  reason  to  take  it  ill.  You  may  talk  so 
of  Mr.  •♦•♦♦• ;  but  why  do  you  make  me  do 
it  ?  Have  I  said  anything  against  Mr.  •♦♦•♦♦  ? 
You  have  set  him,  that  I  might  ^oot  him:  but 
I  have  not  shot  him.** 

One  of  the  gentlemen  said  he  had  seen  three 
folio  volumes  of  Dr.  Johnsons  sayings  col- 
lected by  me.  **  I  must  put  j^ou  right,  Sir,** 
said  I ;  **  for  I  nm  very  exact  in  authenticity. 
You  could  not  see  folio  volumes,  for  I  have 
none :  you  might  have  seen  some  in  quarto  and 
octavo.  This  is  an  inattention  which  one 
should  guard  against.**  Johnson.  **  Sir,  it  is  a 
want  of  concern  about  veracity.  He  does  not 
know  that  he  saw  any  volumes.  If  he  had  seen 
them,  he  could  have  remembered  their  size.** 

Mr.  Thrale  appeared  very  lethargic  to-day. 
I  saw  him  again  on  Monday  evening,  at  which 
time  he  was  not  thought  to  be  in  immediate 
danger :  but  early  in  the  morning  of  Wednes- 
day the  4th  he  expired.  Upon  that  day  there 
was  a  call  of  the  Literary  Club ;  but  Johnson 
apologised  for  his  ab^nce  by  the  following 
note:  — 

**  Wcdnetder,  (4lh  April.) 
**  Mr.  Johnson  knows  that  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds 
and  the  other  gentlemen  will  exeuie  his   incom- 
pliance with  the  call,  when  they  are  told  that  Mr. 
Thrale  died  tbU  momiog.*' 

to  tote  Bofwrti,  It  would  he  a  limb  aaputated.** .-  BoewsLL. 
See  mnle,  p.  S7B.  n.  7.  —  C. 

•  1^'illtam  Wrll«T  PepTu,  Esq..  one  of  the  nartert  In  the 
High  Court  of  Cbancenr,  and  well  known  in  polite  circlet. 
Mj  ecquAlotance  with  blm  it  not  tufldent  tn  enaMe  torn  to 
tpcak  of  hiro  frum  nr  own  Judgment.  But  I  know  that  both 
at  Eton  and  Oxford  be  wm  the  Intlnale  friend  of  the  lata  Air 
Junet  BfAcdonald.  the  JHercriihMorMoutland,  whote  extraor- 
dinary talvntt.  learning,  and  virtuct  will  ever  be  renembertd 
with  idmiratVin  and  refrtt.^Boawiix.  •eaaiil#,|k644.— C 
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Johnson  was  in  the  hoiue,  and  thus  mentions 
the  event :  — 

**  Good  Friday,  April  IStb.  1781.  _  On  Wed- 
nnday,  llth,  was  buried  my  dear  friend  Thrale, 
who  died  on  Wednesday,  4th ;  and  with  him  were 
buried  many  of  my  hopes  and  pleasures.  Abont 
five.  I  think,  on  Wednesday  morning,  he  expired. 
I  fblt  almost  the  last  flutter  of  his  pulse,  and  looked 
for  the  last  time  upon  the  ikce  that  for  fifteen  years 
had  never  been  turned  upon  me  but  with  respeet 
or  benignity.^  Farewell  May  God,  that  de- 
lighteth  in  mercy,  hare  had  mercy  on  thee !  I 
had  constantly  prayed  for  him  some  time  before  his 
death.  The  decease  of  him,  from  whose  friendship 
I  had  obtained  many  opportunities  of  amusement, 
and  to  whom  I  turned  my  thoughts  as  to  a  reAige 
from  misfortunes,  has  left  me  heavy.  But  my 
business  is  with  myself.**  (iV.  ami  MetL,  p.  187.*) 

Mr.  Thnle*8  death  wm  n  Terr  essential  loss 
to  Johnson,  who,  although  he  did  not  foresee 
all  that  afterwards  happened,  was  sufficiently 
oonvinced  that  the  comforts  which  Mr.  Thrale  s 
family  afforded  him  would  now  in  a  mat  mea- 
sure cease.  He,  however,  continued  to  show  a 
kind  attention  to  his  widow  and  children  as 
long  as  it  was  acceptable ;  and  he  took  upon 
him,  with  a  very  earnest  concern,  the  office  of 
one  of  hb  executors ;  the  importance  of  which 
seemed  greater  than  usual  to  nim,  from  his  cir- 
cumstances having  been  always  such  that  he 
had  scarcely  any  share  in  the  real  business  of 
life.  His  iriends  of  the  Club  were  in  hopes 
that  Mr.  Thrale  mu;ht  have  made  a  liberal 
provision  for  him  for  his  life,  which,  as  Mr. 
Thrale  left  no  son  and  a  very  large  fortune,  it 
would  have  been  highly  to  his  honour  to  have 
done;  and,  considering  Dr.  Johnson's  ace, 
could  not  have  been  of  long  duration ;  but  he 
be<jueathed  him  onl/  two  hundred  pounds, 
which  was  the  lesacy  given  to  each  of  his  ex- 
ecutors. I  could  not  but  be  somewhat  di- 
verted by  hearing  Johnson  talk  in  a  pompous 
manner  of  his  new  office,  and  iMurticularly  of 
the  concerns  of  the  brewery,  which  it  was  at 
last  resolved  should  be  sold.  Lord  Lucan  teUs 
a  verj  good  story,  which,  if  not  precisely  ex- 
act, IB  certiunly  cnaracteristieal ;  tnat  when  the 
sale  of  T1irale*s  brewery  was  goin^  forward, 
JohnMm  appeared  bustling  about,  with  an  ink- 
horn  and  pen  in  his  button-hole,  Uke  an  excise- 
man ;  ana  on  being  asked  what  he  really  con- 
sidered to  be  the  value  of  the  property  which 


was  to  be  disposed  of,  answered,  ^  We  are  n^^: 
here  to  sell  a  parcel  of  boilers  and  vats,  but  i  j< 
potentiality  of  growing  rich  beyond  the  dr<r&akj 
of  avarice.*' 

[JOHNSON  TO  MRa  THRALE. 

"Londoa.  Aprils  I7«t. 

"  Dbaeist  Madam,  —  Of  your  iDJunctiom  to 
pray  for  you  and  write  to  you,  I  hope  to  letre 
neither  uoobsenred ;  and  I  hope  to  find  you  wi:iir  ^ 
in  a  short  time  to  alleviate  your  trouble  by  loir* 
other  exercise  of  the  mind  I  am  not  without  wy 
part  of  the  ealamity.  No  death  nee  that  of  vy 
wife  has  e?er  opprceeed  me  like  thisu  But  kc  m 
remember  that  we  are  in  the  hands  of  Hia  vm 
knows  when  to  give  and  when  to  taka  mwaj,  vt» 
will  look  upon  us  with  mercy  thfongh  all  am  v«>. 
ations  of  CYtstcnccip  and  who  invites  as  to  call  as 
him  in  the  day  of  tfoubk.  Call  upon  him  la  tl» 
great  revolution  of  lifo,  and  call  with  eonidcccc 
You  will  then  find  oomfort  for  the  patt.  andvop^rt 
for  the  future.  He  that  has  given  you  Itapp  j»w 
in  marriage,  to  a  degree  of  which,  without  pcrv<a2 
knowledge,  I  should  have  thought  the  dncrip<j« 
fiibulous,  can  give  you  another  mode  of  happix«» 
as  a  mother,  snd  at  last  the  happineae  of  1ou.y 
all  temporal  cares  in  the  thoughts  of  an  cserwry  n 
heaven. 

**  I  do  not  exhort  yon  to 
tranquillity.  We  must  first  pray, 
first  implore  the  Messing  of  God,  and  [oie]  t^a 
means,  which  be  puts  into  our  handiL  Outinamc 
ground  has  fi^w  weeds;  a  mind  oecupiad  by  krarfh 
business  has  little  room  hr  nsclrii  vsgiaC 

«<  Wenad  the  will  to-day;  but  I  wiU  not  fill  t« 
first  letter  with  any  account  than  that*  with  aU  *f 
seal  for  your  advantage,  I  am  satisfied; 
the  other  executors,  more  used  to  eoossdci 
than  I,  commended  it  tat  wisdom  and  c^it^ .  ^  •* 
why  should  I  not  tell  you  that  you  have  f«r 
hundred  pounds  for  your  immediate  ripciwii,  ir  i 
two  thousand  pounds  a  year,  with  both  the  H  •-•.«w 
and  all  the  goods  ? 

**  Let  us  pray  for  one  another,  Am 
whether  long  or  ihort,  thst  shall  yet  be 
may  be  well  spent ;  and  that  whsn  thia  falk. 
at  the  longest  is  very  short,  i&all 
a  better  may  begin  which  shall 


1  JohnioQ*s  expreicioaf  on  this  occafUiu  raafaid  oi  ct 
liaac  Waltoo'i  eulogy  on  Whitflft,  In  hU  Life  of  Hooker. 
**  He  llTwl  to  be  preMnt  at  the  eaplratloa  of  her  (Quaaa 
Elisabeth'!)  Uit  bresth.  sad  to  behold  the  eloiins  of  those 
eyes  that  had  long  looked  upon  hlas  with  leteieaca  and 
anctfcm.**  —  Kbasiist. 

•  At  a  tubeequant  data  ha  adda^  on  the  laaM paper:— 
**  ISth  September.  My  flrrt  kaovladee  of  Thrala  was  tan 
ITin.  I  «Uoyed  Uf  teroiir  flbr  afaaoic  a  fsorth  part  of  aiy 
lite.**    Saaaatf.  p.lS».^Cmp. 

*  Tha  brewery  was  lold  by  Dr.  Johaaoa  and  hit  brother 
asecotor,  to  Meeiis.  BABCiJiV.  PsaaiMS,  a  Co^  for  115,0001. 
WhUa  aa  hU  toar  la  tha  Hebrldas,  In  ITTS.  Johoaoa  Bao- 


bat  Thrala  **  paid  »,00a<.  a  year  to  the  reTanua,  and 
hadibar  vata.  aacb  af  which  hrid  IGOO  barr«lt7dt>ove 


**    Tha  atfahllihMant  la  Park  Stiaat, 


On  Fridtj,  April  6.\  he  ctfried  me  tf»  dr- 
at a  dab  which,  at  his  desiroi  had  becB  bt* « 
formed  at  the  Queen's  Anne  m  8l  IVa.* 
Churchjard.  He  told  Mr.  HwOe  t^s  ^ 
wLdied  to  have  a  dty  dnh^  mod  asked  ham  '. 
ooUeet  one;  but,  said  ht,  **  DonH  las  tknm  r- 


In  the  Borough.  Is  now  tha  largait  af  Iti 

Tha  hiilMhigi  extend  over  t 

dndai  two  ■teaa-aagtaee. 

vata.  varylag  la  thair 

50a    About  ISO  hortes  are  impleiad  In 

diflbrent  parta  of  Uoadoo 

was  3S0.180  banvU,  upon  whkh  a  eatr  ^ 

barrel.  II0.Q9Qt,  waa  pdd  to  the  v 

Tear,   the   bmT 

WBiaaT.  1B3S. 

4  It  Masu  nafcaltna  ta  have dhaS « at 
ana  after  poor  Thralri  death ;  hat  be  waa 
his  oam  SBorhld  grief.    Ha  wrte  i 
row  hat  diflfcrvot  eflhcH ;  yoa  are 


driven  lalo  ooaanaay.  *  *  *  I  give  wf 
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patriots,^*  The  companj  were  to-day  rery 
^oI»ible,  weU-behayed  men.  I  have  preserved 
otily  two  particnUrs  of  his  conversation.  He 
saiil  ho  was  glad  Lord  George  Gordon  had 
es>cu|)ed,  rather  than  that  a  precedent  should 
U'  crstablished  for  hanging  a  man  for  eitnMtruC" 
tice  treoMon^  which^  in  consistency  with  his  true, 
iiiiiiily,  constitutional  Toryism,  he  considered 
would  be  a  dangerous  engine  of  arbitrary 
|M>wcr.  And  upon  its  being  mentioned  that  an 
upulent  and  very  indolent  Scotch  nobleman, 
y,\\t*  totally  resigned  the  management  of  his 
aill&int  to  a  man  of  knowledge  and  abilities,  had 
vlaimed  some  merit  by  saying,  ^  The  next  best 
thing  to  managini^  a  man's  own  affairs  well  is 
i»eii)^  sensible  of  incapacity,  and  not  attempt- 
in;;  it,  but  having;  a  full  confidence  in  one  who 
can  do  it:"  —  JoaNSOH.  **Nay,  Sir,  this  is 
paltry.  There  is  a  middle  course.  Let  a  man 
^ive  application;  and  depend  upon  it  he  will 
>4K)n  get  above  a  despicable  state  of  helpless- 
ly •<*<,  <uid  attain  the  power  of  acting  for  him- 

On  Saturday,  April  7.,  I  dined  with  him  at 
^(r.  lIoole*s  wiUi  Governor  Bouchier  and  Cap- 
tain Orme,  both  of  whom  had  been  long  in  the 
East  Indies ;  and,  being  men  of  fpood  sense  and 
<ibatfrvaUon,  were  very  entertaining.  Johnson 
defended  the  oriental  regulation  of  different 
coMies  of  men,  which  wsi  Ejected  to  as  totally 
destructive  of  the  hopes  of  rising  in  society  by 
(fvrsonal  merit.  He  showed  that  there  was  a 
principle  in  it  sufficiently  plausible  by  analogy. 
*'  We  see,*'  said  he,  ^  in  metals  that  there  are 
ilifTt'rent  species;  and  so  likewise  in  animals, 
I  hough  one  species  may  not  differ  very  widely 
U'**n\  another,  as,  in  the  species  of  do^a,  the 
«  ur,  the  spaniel,  the  mastiff*.  The  Bramins  are 
tho  mitfttifls  of  mankind."* 

On  lliursday,  April  12.,  I  dined  with  him  at 
A  bi»liop*s,  where  were  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds, 
^Ir.  Berenger,  and  some  more  company.  He 
ha^i  dined  the  day  before  at  another  bishop*s.' 
I  have  unfortunately  recorded  none  of  his  con* 
vi-natjoo  at  the  bisbop*s  where  we  dined  tose- 
ther  :  but  I  have  preserved  his  ingenious  de- 
J«*ncc  of  his  dining  twice  abroad  in  Passion- 
week  ;  a  laxity  in  which  I  am  convinced  he 
would  not  have  indulged  himself  at  the  time 
wlum  he  wrote  his  solemn  paper  in  ^*Thc 
Itambler**  upon  that  awful  season.  It  appeared 
t(>  me,  that  oy  being  much  more  in  company, 
Atv\  enjoying  more  luxurious  living,  he  had 
<-s»Qtracted  a  keener  relish  for  pleasure,  and 
was  conseanently  less  rigorous  in  his  religious 
rites^  This  he  would  not  acknowledge ;  but 
he  reasoned  with  admirable  sophistry  as  fol- 


•  T1i<itrvthU.lkattlMMfrtf9<«  had  drfvaaUmawwfroai 
5<r  JoihiM't  Qttb,  vhleh  b*  lauwly  MUooi  aundad.  8w 
««i'r  p  ft9.  B.  1.  —  CaoKsa. 

>  H^jtpouu,  th«  mllurr  cute ;  tb«  BmnUii,  pacUe  and 

■  TiM  oalj  bitbopa  at  «1mm«  boutM  Jobaaoa  l«  raeordad 
c  »  lMt«  d(a«d  vert  aUpl<7  of  St.  hmfk  aad  Portroa  of 
c  !krsirr.  *ilarwardi  of  LondoQ.  Bf  a  latUfr,  mmT,  April.  llSt. 
I  *  Alfipan  that  be  dioad  two  eoMocuUf  ^  day*,  in  April  oC 
t  »*t  )rar.  vttb  tha  BUhopc  of  St.  AMph'a  aad  Chaalcr.    1| 


lows :  "  Why,  Sir,  a  bishop's  calling  company 
together  in  this  week  is,  to  use  Uie  vulgar 

Iyhmse,  not  the  thing.  But  you  must  consider 
axity  is  a  bad  thing ;  but  preciseness  is  also  a 
bad  thing ;  and  your  general  character  may  be 
more  hurt  by  preciseness  than  by  dining  with 
a  bishop  in  tassion-week.  There  might  be  a 
handle  for  reflection.  It  might  be  said,  *'  He 
refuses  to  dine  with  a  bishop  in  Passion -week, 
but  was  three  Sundays  absent  from  church.*" 
BoswBix.  ^*  Very  true,  Sir.  But  suppose  a 
man  to  be  uniformly  of  good  conduct,  would  it 
not  be  better  that  he  should  refuse  to  dine  with 
a  bishop  in  this  week,  and  so  not  encourage  a 
bad  practice  by  his  example?"  Johmsom. 
^  Why,  Sir,  you  are  to  consider  whether  you 
might  not  do  more  harm  by  lessening  the  in- 
fluence of  a  bishop's  character  by  your  dis^i* 
probation  in  refusing  him,  than  by  going  to 

JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  PORTER. 

"LoDdoD,  April  IS.  17S1. 

**  DsAa  Maoak^  -^  Life  is  full  of  troubles.  I 
have  just  lost  my  dear  friend  Thrale.  I  hope  he  is 
happy  ;  but  I  have  bad  a  great  lota.  I  am  other- 
wise  pretty  w«lL  I  require  some  care  of  rayaelf, 
but  that  care  is  not  ineffectual ;  and  when  1  am 
out  of  order,  I  tliink  it  often  my  own  fiiult 

"  The  spring  is  now  making  quick  adTances. 
As  it  is  the  season  in  which  the  whole  world  is  en- 
liTcned  and  invigorftted,  I  hope  that  both  you  and 
I  Khali  partake  of  its  benefits.  My  desire  is  to  see 
Lichfield  ;  but  being  left  czeeutor  to  my  friend,  I 
know  not  wliether  I  ean  be  spared  ;  but  I  will  try, 
fi»r  it  is  now  long  since  we  saw  one  another ;  and 
how  little  we  can  promiae  ouraelTCs  many  mora  in- 
terviews, we  are  taught  by  hourly  eaamplca  of 
mortality.  Let  us  try  to  live  so  aa  that  mortality 
may  not  be  an  evil.  Write  to  me  soon,  my  dearest: 
your  letters  will  give  me  great  pleasure. 

**  I  am  sorry  that  Mr.  Porter  has  not  had  bis 
box ;  but  by  sending  it  to  Mr.  Mathias,  who  very 
readily  undertook  its  conveyance,  I  did  the  be^t  I 
could,  and  perhaps  before  now  he  has  it.  Be  so 
kind  as  to  make  my  compliments  to  my  friends. 
I  have  a  great  value  lor  their  kindncas,  and  hope 
to  enjoy  it  before  summer  is  past  Do  write  to 
me.     I  am,  dearest  love,  your,  ftc, 

•*  Sam.  JoHNsoir." 

On  Friday,  April  13.,  being  Good  Friday,  I 
went  to  St.  elements  church  with  him  as 
usual.  There  I  saw  agun  his  old  fcUow-colle- 
giaUf  £dwards,  to  whom  I  said,  ^  I  think.  Sir, 
Dr.  Johnson  and  yon  meet  oiily  at  church.** 
"^Sir,**  said  he,  *"  it  is  the  best  pUce  we  can 
meet  in«  except  heaven,  and  I  hope  we  shall 
meet  there  too.**    Dr.  Johnson  told  me  that 


Is  odd  Uiat  ha  tbonld.  lo  two  iuoeaadlac  Aprfls.  hava  dlo«d 
oo  («•  Miaofadwa  day*  «ltb  Uieta  two  bhhops,  but  It  i 


rarthalaM  aartalo.  Tba  nwtlar  to  of  tomo  Hula  Impor- 
tance,  for  «a  bad  ratbar  ba  aiaorad  that  Bltbop  Purtaua 
w«ra  not  tbo  Wahop  beta  aUuded  to.  Sc«^u«l,  AUi  April, 
17SS.  —  Caoaaa. 


*  TbU  to  a  vaiT  poer  eieoae  fer  naay  laaauna.  tac  mm  to 
iry  obvious^  that  tha  raiAiial  naad  aattbar  hava  baao  pi*He 
mtttwt,  as  the  Franeh  say. «  Caoaaa,  IS47. 
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there  was  very  little  communication  between 
Edwards  and  him  after  their  unexpected  re- 
newal of  acquaintance.  *^  But,"  said  he,  smil- 
ing, ^  he  met  me  once  and  said,  *  I  am  told  you 
have  written  a  very  pretty  book  called  •  The 
Rambler.*  I  was  unwilling  that  he  should 
leave  the  world  in  total  darkness,  and  sent  him 


*t 


a  set. 

Mr.  Berenger  ^  visited  him  to-day,  and  was 
very  pleasing.  We  talked  of  an  evening  so- 
ciety for  conversation  at  a  house  in  town,  of 
which  we  were  all  members,  but  of  which 
Johnson  said,  ^  It  will  never  do.  Sir.  There 
is  nothing  served  about  there ;  neither  tea,  nor 
coffee,  nor  lemonade,  nor  anything  whatever ; 
and  depend  upon  it,  Sir,  a  man  does  not  love 
to  go  to  a  place  from  whence  he  comes  out  ex- 
actly as  he  went  in."  I  endeavoured,  for  argu- 
ment's sake,  to  maintain  that  men  of  leammff 
and  talents  might  have  very  good  intellectuu 
society,  without  the  aid  of  any  little  gratifica- 
tions of  the  senses.  Berenger  joined  with 
Johnson,  and  said  that  without  these  any 
meeting  would  be  dull  and  insipid.  He  would 
therefore  have  all  the  slight  refreshments ;  nay, 
it  would  not  be  amiss  to  have  some  cold  meat, 
and  a  bottle  of  wine  upon  a  sideboard.  ^  Sir,** 
said  Johnson  to  me,  with  an  air  of  triumph, 
"  Mr.  Berenger  knows  the  world.  Every  body 
loves  to  have  good  things  fumbhed  to  them 
without  any  trouble.  I  told  Mrs.  Thrale  once, 
that,  as  she  did  not  choose  to  have  card-tables, 
she  should  have  a  profusion  of  the  best  sweet- 
meats, and  she  would  be  sure  to  have  company 
enough  come  to  her.**  I  agreed  with  my  illus- 
trious friend  upon  this  subject;  for  it  has 
pleased  God  to  make  man  a  composite  animal, 
and  where  there  is  nothing  to  refresh  the  body, 
the  mind  will  languish. 

On  Sunday,  April  1^.,  being  Easter-day, 
afler  solemn  worship  in  St.  FauFs  church,  I 
found  him  alone.  Dr.  Scott,  of  the  Common?, 
came  in.  He  talked  of  its  having  been  said, 
that  Addison  wrote  some  of  his  best  pa- 
pers in  **The  Spectator**  when  warm  with 
wine.  Dr.  Johnson  did  not  seem  willing  to 
admit  this.  Dr.  Scott,  as  a  confirmation  of  it, 
related  that  Blackstone,  a  sober  man,  composed 
his  "  Commentaries**  with  a  bottle  of  port  be- 
fore him ;  and  found  his  mind  invigorated  and 
supported  in  the  fatigue  of  his  great  work,  by 
a  temperate  use  of  it. 

I  told  him,  that  in  a  company  where  I  had 
lately  been,  a  desire  was  expressed  to  know 
his  authority  for  the  shocking  story  of  Addi- 
son*8  sending  an  execution  into  Steele's  house. 


I  Richard  B«r«nger,  many  jean  Genllenaii  of  the  Horte 
to  her  present  maJettT,  ana  author  of  Tike  HiUaiy  mmd  Art 
iff  Hor$emanMA/p,  9  toIs.  4lo.  1771.  —  Maloni.  Mr.  Bereo- 
grr's  mother  was  sifter  of  Lord  Cobham  and  of  Ladjr  Ljttelo 
ton,  mother  of  the  first  lord.  Talking  of  ffood  manners, 
Johnson  named  Mr.  Berenger  as  the  staaoinl  of  true  elegance ; 
but  some  one  objecting  that  he  too  much  resembled  the 
gentlemen  In  Coogrere's  eomedies,  Johnson  said,  **  Well 
then,  we  must  fix  oo  the  famous  Thomas  Henrer,**  XauU, 

i.  in.  n.  4.]  -PieatMi,  **  I  dined  the  other  dajr,"  says  Hannah 
[ore,  *•  at  Mrs.  Boaeawcn**,  very  pleasantfy,  for  Berenger 


^  Sir,**  Biud  he,  *^  it  is  generally  known ;  it  a 
known  to  all  who  are  acquainted  with  the  lite- 
rary history  of  thatperiod :  it  b  as  well  known 
as  that  he  wrote  '  Cato.*  Mr.  Thomas  Sboi 
dan  once  defended  Addison  to  me,  hy  iliegin;  ', 
that  he  did  it  in  order  to  cover  SteeVs  guo«ii  ' 
from  other  creditors,  who  were  going  to  xui 
them.**  * 

We  talked  of  the  difierence  between  ihf 
mode  of  education  at  Oxford  and  that  in  tho«r  • 
colleges  where  instruction  is  chiefly  contpred  ■ 
by  lectures.    Johrson.   ^  Lectures  were  onre 
useful ;  but  now,  when  all  can  read,  and  boi<b 
are  so  numerous,  lectures  are  nnneoesur.  li' 
your  attention  fajls,  and  yon  miss  a  port  of  tbe  | 
lecture,  it  is  lost ;  you  cannot  go  back  is  ]i<«u 
do  upon  a  book.**    Dr.  Scott  agreed  with  bur.  • 
♦*  But  yet,**  said  I,  "  Dr.  Scott,  you  jootvIi  . 

ELve  lectures  at  Oxford.**    He  smiled.  "*  You 
ughed,**  then  said  I,  **  at  those  who  came  u 
If  I 

you. 

Dr.  Scott  left  us,  and  soon  aflerwards  v? 
went  to  dinner.    Our  company  consistiu 
Mrs.  Williams,  Mrs.  Desmoulins,  Mr.  Lct 


*•; 


Mr.  Allen,  the  printer,  (Mr.  Macbean),  v*. 
Mrs.  Hall,  sister  of  the  Keverend  Mr.  J^^"- 
Wesley,  and  resembling  him,  at  I  thouj-y. 
both  in  figure  and  manner.  Johnson  pro.ii.  ri 
now,  for  the  first  time,  some  handwcic  ?:i^  : 
salvers,  which  he  told  me  be  had  boo^hi  \  >.:• 
teen  years  ago ;  so  it  was  a  great  day.  I  *•> 
not  a  little  amused  by  obscr\'iiig  Alien  p'^•' 
tually  struggling  to  talk  in  the  marnrr  :' 
Johnson,  like  the  little  frog  in  the  faUe  K^-*' 
ing  himself  up  to  resemble  the  stately  ox. 

I  mentioned  a  kind  of  reliirious  Robin-U^^'* 
society  ',  which  met  every  Sunday  eTerbr:  ii 
Coachmakers*-HalI,  for  free  debate;  sail  t'*^ 
the  subject  for  this  night  wa*,  the  text  vt  - 
relates,  with  other  minu;lea  which  happeo^i «: 
our  Saviour's  death,  "And  the  fnra  v<"" 
opened,  and  many  bodies  of  the  nintf  «b  ^ 
slept  arose,  and  came  out  of  the  griTes  it- ' 
his  resurrection,  and  went  into  the  holj  '*"' 
and  appeared  unto  many.**  Mrs.  HaD  n. :  ': 
was  a  verjr  curious  subject,  and  she  should  ^' 
to  hear  it  discussed.  Jobrsou  (tmnev^'f^ 
warmly).  **One  would  not  go  to  snch  a  p^^ 
to  hear  it,  —  one  would  not  be  seen  in  n:  ^  ^ 
place,  to  give  countenance  to  soch  a  d*^ 
mg.'*  I,  however,  roolved  that  I  wouM  r 
"  But,  Sir,"  sud  she  to  Johnson,  ^Itt  - 
like  to  hear  yov  discuss  it.**  He  leeme^  *^ 
luctant  to  engage  in  it.  She  talked o^  ibr  r- 
surrection  of  the  human  race  in  geoenl  «'  - 
maintained  that  we  shall  be  rmi«dwit^  t:- 


was  there,  and  was  all  himself,  all  chlralrj, 
anecdote.    He  told  ns 


whom  he  used  to  spend  the 
ham's/'    He  died  In  Sept.  17SS,  at. 

•  S«e  ami,  p.  671.  ~C. 

*  The  original  RoWn-Hood  was  n 
composed**  (^y*  (he 
lawjrers,  rierfcs,  petty 
It  Is  usnal  for  the  advocates  ef 
openly  avow  their  InMalitj ."*    A 
ulIv.  1M.  ~  Cnoi 


rfP^ 


•Wv 
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fame  bodies.  Johnson.  ''Nay,  Madam,  we 
see  that  it  is  not  to  be  the  same  body ;  for  the 
scripture  uses  the  illustration  of  grain  sown, 
and  we  know  that  the  grain  which  grows  is  not 
the  same  with  what  is  sown.  You  cannot  sup- 
pose that  we  shall  rise  with  a  diseased  body ; 
it  \a  enough  if  there  be  such  a  sameness  as  to 
distinguish  identity  of  person.**  She  seemed 
desirous  of  knowmg  more,  but  he  left  the 
question  in  obscurity. 

Of  apparitions  \  be  obseryed,  *'  A  total  dis- 
belief of  them  is  adyerse  to  the  opinion  of  the 
existence  of  the  soul  between  death  and  the 
last  day ;  the  question  simply  is,  whether  de- 
parted spirits  eyer  haye  the  power  of  making 
themselves  perceptible  to  us :  a  man  who  thinks 
he  ha5  seen  an  apparition  can  only  beconyinced 
himself;  his  authority  will  not  conyince  ano- 
ther ;  and  his  conyiction,  if  rational,  must  be 
founded  on  being  told  something  which  cannot 
be  known  but  by  supernatural  means.** 

He  mentioned  a  thing  as  not  unfrequent,  of 
which  I  had  neyer  heard  before, — bein^^  called^ 
that  is,  hearing  one*s  name  pronounced  by  the 
Toice  of  a  known  person  at  a  great  distance, 
r«r  beyond  the  possibility  of  being  reached  by 
any  sound  uttered  by  numan  organs.  ^^An 
if'quaintance,  on  whose  yeracity  I  can  depend, 
told  me,  that  walking  home  one  eyening  to  Kil- 
marnock, he  heard  himself  oaUed  from  a  wood, 
bj  the  Toice  of  a  brother  who  had  gone  to 
America:  and  the  next  packet  brought  accounts 
of  that  brother's  death.  Macbean  asserted  that 
this  inexplicable  calling  was  a  thing  yery  well 
known.  Dr.  Johnson  said,  that  one  day  at 
Oxford,  as  he  was  turning  the  key  of  his  cham- 
^ler,  he  heard  his  mother  distinctly  call —  Sam, 
^h<:  was  then  at  Lichfield ;  but  nothing  ensued. 
Thii  phenomenon  is,  I  think,  as  wonderful  as 
anj  other  mysterious  fact,  which  many  people 
are  rcry  alow  to  belieye,  or  rather,  indeed,  re- 
j'^'t  with  an  obstinate  contempt. 

Some  time  after  this,  upon  nis  making  a  re- 
mark which  escaped  my  attention,  Mrs.  Wil- 
liams and  Mrs.  Hall  were  both  together  striy- 
io;;  to  answer  him.  He  grew  angry,  and 
*^M  out  londly,  ^  Kay,  when  you  both  speak 
a*  'mce,  it  is  intolerable.**  But  checking  iiim- 
*^IC  and  softening,  he  said,  ^  This  one  may  say, 
tbiu^th,  you  are  ladies.**  Then  he  brightened 
iri"i  gaj  humour,  and  addressed  them  in  the 
^<ru\%  of  one  of  the  songs  ia  ^The  Beggar's 
(>pen,** 

"  But  two  at  a  time  there*!  no  mortal  ean  bear.** 

^•^Vhat,  Sir,**  sud  I,  "are  you  going  to  turn 
Ci;.t  ain  Macheath  ?  **  There  was  something  as 
pi- o^aotly  ludicrous  in  this  scene  ss  can  be 


this  Tolamc.  Ch* 
thai  Dr.  JobDtoD 


At  tM«  nh^mX  flnrqoMtljr  rtcntt  m 
'*^orf  mmf  b«  Ud  erroncouilj  to  tuppoie 
**••-»  f«ind  of  such  aiKiuilons  •■  ireqtMotljr  to  Introduco 
''"^  But  tho  tniUi  U,  that  the  wjlhor  hiUMlf  delighted  In 
'-  *  •<  'bocpnilof  ghotte,  and  what  he  haa  frequently  de- 
'•  •  •>  a«d  the  wtftterUm$  ;  and  therefore  took  every  oppor* 
*  •  'T  *i^  lem^mg  Johoton  to  eonrerte  on  vuch  lubjecti.  — 
xu.'.%c    TheantlMtr  of  thU  work  was  BMitt  undoubtedly 


imagined.  The  contrast  between  Macheath, 
Folly,  and  Lucy  —  and  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson, 
blind,  peevish  Mrs.  Williams,  and  lean,  lank, 
preachmg  Mrs.  Hall,  was  exquisite. 

I  stole  away  to  Coachmakers*-hall,  and  heard 
the  difficult  text  of  which  we  had  talked,  dis- 
cussed with  great  decency,  and  some  intelli- 
gence, by  several  speakers.  There  was  a  dif- 
ference of  opinion  as  to  the  appearance  of 
ghosts  in  moaern  times,  though  tne  argument 
lor  it,  supported  by  Mr.  Adaison*s  authority, 

Ereponderated.  The  immediate  subject  of  de- 
ate  was  embarrassed  by  the  bodies  of  the  saints 
haying  been  said  to  rise,  and  by  the  question 
what  became  of  them  ai'terwards :  —  did  they 
return  again  to  their  graves?  or  were  they 
translated  to  heaven  P  Only  one  evangelist 
mentions  the  fact  (Matthew,  xxvii.  52,  53.), 
and  the  commentators  whom  I  have  looked  at 
do  not  make  the  passage  clear.  There  is, 
however,  no  occasion  for  our  understanding  it 
farther  than  to  know  that  it  was  one  of  the  ex- 
traordinary manifestations  of  divine  power 
which  accompanied  the  most  important  event 
that  ever  happened. 


CHAPTER  LXXm. 
1781. 

Dinner  at  Mr$,  Garrieh*$.  —  AftM  Hannah  More.—^ 
Mndgt'i  «  Slennoiia.*'  —  A  Printer^s  Devil,  — 
QuotaHon.  —  Letter»wtiting.  —  Btt  FtiuL  — 
Oratory^  —  Beawderk*9  IMfraiy.  —  Bnglith   Ser^ 

mon$,  —  i?/«e-  Stocking  CInb* itfiVa  Monekton. 

—  Talking  fur  Vidorg.  —  A  Cut  Bono  Man,  — 

•*  Heroic   EpiMUe,'' —  Lord    CarliticU   Foem$ 

Dr,  Barnard,  -^^Of  Torg  and  Ifkig.''  —  Fi«l 
fo  ffeiwgn,  —  Dr.  Tottng.  —  Trusting  to  /iwprea- 
sions,  —  Original  Sin,  »-  Ancient  Egyptians,  — > 
Wealth,  ^^  Memory  and  BeeoUection, —  Marrying 
a  pretty  Woman.  —  TkraWe  Brewery,  -~  Mr, 
Bewley,  —  Johneon^s  Hearth-hroom,  '•-'Dr.  Patten, 
Vieit  to  Ashbomms  and  Lid^eid, 

Oh  Friday,  April  20.,  I  spent  with  him  one  of 
the  happiest  days  that  I  remember  to  have  en- 
joyed m  the  whole  course  of  my  life.  Mrs. 
Garrick,  whose  grief  for  the  loss  of  her  husband 
was,  I  believe,  as  sincere  as  wounded  affection 
and  admiration  could  produce,  had  this  day, 
for  the  first  time  since  nis  death,  a  select  party 
of  his  friends  to  dine  with  her.'  The  company 
was.  Miss  Hannah  ^lore,  who  lived  with  her, 
and  whom  she  called  her  chaplain ;'  Mrs.  Bos- 
cawen,   Mrs.  Elizabeth  Carter,    Sir  Joshua 


fond  of  ike  myeleriamM,  and  perhape  upon  Mme  occulooa 
may  have  directed  the  con  venation  to  tliote  topici.  »hea 
Ihry  would  not  ipvntaneouAly  hare  tuggeeted  Ihcntaelvrt  to 
JohOMO'a  mind  ;  Init  that  ke  alto  had  a  lov«  for  ipeculalionf 
of  that  nature  may  be  gathered  from  hM  writing!  iLrougtuiuu 
—  J.  BoawKLi.juo. 

s  Garrick  had  been  dead  two  yean  and  three  months.  •• 
CaoKKa,  1S47. 
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Reynolds,  Dr.  Bumej,  Dr.  Johntoii,  and  my- 
self. We  found  ourselves  Terr  elenntlj  en* 
tertained  at  her  house  in  the  Adelphi,  where  I 
have  passed  many  a  pleasing  hour  with  him 
^  who  eladdened  life.**  She  looked  well,  talked 
of  her  husband  with  complacency,  and  while 
she  cast  her  eyes  on  his  portrait,  which  hung 
over  the  chinmey-piece,  said,  that  '*  death  was 
now  the  most  agreeable  object  to  her.**  The 
Tery  semblance  of  Dayid  Garrick  was  cheer- 
ing. Mr.  BeauderiE,  with  happy  |>ropriety, 
inscribed  under  that  fine  portrait  of  him,  which 
by  Lady  Diana*s  kindness  is  now  the  property 
of  my  friend  Mr.  Langton,  the  followmg  pas- 
sage from  his  beloved  Shakspeare : 

«  ...._...  A  mcrriermanr 
Within  the  limit  of  beoomiog  mirth, 
I  never  spent  an  hour*!  talk  withaL 
His  eye  begets  occssion  fi>r  his  wit ; 
For  every  c4)ject  that  the  one  doth  osteh 
The  other  turns  to  a  mirth-moving  jest ; 
Which  hii  fair  tongue  (Conceit's  expositor) 
Delivers  in  such  apt  and  gracious  words. 
That  aged  ears  play  truant  at  his  tales, 
And  younger  hearings  are  quite  ravished; 
So  tweet  and  voluble  is  his  discourse.**' 

We  were  all  in  fine  spirits ;  and  I  whispered 
to  Mrs.  Boscawen,  ^  I  oelieve  this  is  as  much 
as  can  be  made  of  life."'  In  addition  to  a  splen- 
did entertainment,  we  were  reealed  with  Lich- 
field ale,  which  had  a  pecuHar  appropriate 
value.  Sir  Joshua,  and  Dr.  Bumey,  and  I 
drank  cordially  of  it  to  Dr.  Johnson's  health ; 
and  thou^  he  would  not  join  us,  he  as  cor- 
dially answered,  ^  Gentlemen,  I  wish  you  all 
as  well  as  you  do  me.** 

The  ffeneral  effect  of  this  day  dwells  npon 
my  minu  in  fond  remembrance ;  out  I  do  not 
find  much  conversation  recorded.  What  I  have 
preserved  shall  be  futhfully  given. 

One  of  the  company  mentioned  Mr.  Thomas 
Hollis,  the  strenuous  Whig,  who  used  to  send 
over  Europe  presents  of  democratical  books, 
with  their  boards  stamped  with  damrs  and 
caps  of  libertv.  Mrs.  Oarter  said,  *^He  was  a 
bad  man:  he  used  to  talk  uncharitably.*' 
JoHKsoif.  "Pohl  poh!  Madam;  who  is  the 
worse  for  being  tailed  of  very  uncharitably  ? 
Besides,  he  was  a  dull  poor  creature  as  ever 
lived :  and  I  believe  he  would  not  have  dooe 
harm  to  a  mad  whom  he  knew  to  be  of  very 
opposite  principles  to  his  own.    I  remember 


or  nch 
Hsmuih 


■  RoMUne*s  character  of  BIron.    to9e*s  Labomr*t  Zjotl, 
set  S.  ■€.  1.  —  CiOKim. 

s  Botvell  was  rights  four  other  sndi  woma 
men.  It  woald  have  baen  dUBcuU  to  eollect. 
Mora  fivrs  two  anacdotai  ooljr  of  tbb  daf, 
tiofifd  br  Bocwell.  **  Johotoo  wai  in  full  Miif.  and  I  quar- 
rellnl  with  him  tadly.  I  accoMd  him  of  not  haTlng  done 
Juttica  to  the  *  Allegro  *  and  *  PenMtrom.*  Ha  ipoke  dl«- 
paracinfflT  of  both.  I  praited  Lmeklmi,  which  he  abcolntelj 
aboMd.  addiof.  that  If  Milton  had  not  written  Parmdtae  Lot 
he  would  have  onlr  ranked  aroonf  the  minor  poeti.  Ha  was 
a  Phidias  that  could  cut  a  Colossus  out  of  a  rodi.  but  coaM 
not  cut  hfads  out  of  cbrrrr  stones.**  Boiwell  broufbt  to  my 
mind  mj  being  made  bj  Sir  William  Forbes  the  umpire  In 
atrial  of  sliill  between  Garrick  and  Boswell.  whidi  couM 
most  nearly  Imitate  Johnson's  manaar.    I  remamber  I  gav* 


once  at  the  Society  of  Arts,  when  sn  idver- 
tisement  was  to  be  drawn  up,  he  pointed  dm 
out  as  the  man  who  could  do  it  best  This, 
you  will  observe,  was  kindness  to  me.  I  bov- 
ever  slipt  away,  and  eacuptd  it.** 

Mrs.  Carter  having  said  of  the  ssme  per^o, 
"I  doubt  he  was  an  atheist:**  Joh$mi. 
^I  don*t  know  that.  He  might,  pahaps,  bt^ 
become  one,  if  he  had  had  time  to  ripen  (ami- 
inff).      He  might   have   exubenied  into  is 

Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  praised  *^Moii;:''f 
Sermons.**  Joamov.  ^  Mndge*s  Scnno&a  ut 
good,  bat  not  practicaL  He  gra^  morv  tet^ 
than  he  can  hold ;  he  takes  more  oora  tii&o  br 
can  msJce  into  mod;  he  opens  a  wideprofpL-n, 
but  it  is  so  distant,  it  is  indistinct.'  1  ^'f« 
'Blair*s  Sennons.*  Though  the  dec  a  « 
Scotcliman,  and  a  presbyterian,  and  e^^n 
thing  he  should  not  be,  I  was  the  first  topri.^ 
them.  Such  was  mr  candour "  (auiir;' 
Mbs.  Boscawbk.  ^*  such  his  neat  BM'nt.  :o 
get  the  better  of  all  your  prejnSces.**  Jui-^- 
soH.  *^  Why,  'M^^wn  let  q^  oompoand  ti» 
matter ;  let  us  ascribe  it  to  my  esndoor,  u. 
his  merit.** 

In  the  eTening  we  had  a  IaW  conpsnT  a 
the  drawing-room;  sereral  la&s,  the  Bl-^.; 
of  Killaloe  (Dr.  Banuodl,  Dr.  Percy,  M- 
Chamberlayne^  of  the  Treasarr,  &c  ^ 
Somebody  said,  the  life  of  a  mere  Utain  cu. 
could  not  be  very  entertainiiig.  Jov^'' 
"^  But  it  certainly  nay.  Hub  is  a  rfttu^ 
which  has  been  made,  and  repeated,  vitr  r 
iustice.  Why  should  the  lifeof  a Uiovt  3U 
be  less  entertaining  than  the  lift  of  snj  u/r 
man?    Are  there  not  aainfeefeatrng  Tarwt:o  : 

such  a  life  f  As  a  Hiermy  Ijfc  it  may  be  un 
entertaining.**  Boawxix.  **Bat  ii  oit^t  m 
better  surefy  when  it  is  drrcrsiiied  with  a . '  - ' 
actiye  yariety — sudi  aa  hit  having  ^  ;• 
Jamaica ;  —  or  —  his  havins  gone  lo  the  ii  - 
brides.**  Johnson  was  not  displeased  at  ti  ^ 
Talkin|{  of  a  yery  respeetaUeanthor,  br - 

us  a  curious  circumstance  in  his  li^.  *^'  * 
was,  that  he  had  married  a  nriaier'i  •i"-^^ 
Rbtmoum.  ^'A  priaterls  devil,  Sir  I  vU* 
thought  a  printer*a  deril  waa  a  creature  viiJ  * 
black  &oe  and  in  n«8.**  Jmamm.  "^ti.^ 
But  I  suppose  he  had  her  fi»e  washei  sa>i  f  -' 
clean  dothea  on  her.**  Then,  looking  «<rf 
serious,  and  Tery  earnest.    **  And  ska  du  ^* 


it  forBoewaH 
radiiBa  poatffy. 
lustra."—  ••— 


*  Saa  «ntf  ,  pi  OS.,  • 

*  Bdward 
ofuM  Treaaory 
unwillingly  aeeapci 
retpoosltoiUtiee,  be,  an  the  Mk 
br  throwiot  htanseir  out  of 
He  lived  36  boon,  wish  kto 
aflUrt  with  great  coolaeea,  dM 
murder,  Imm  ex^ 
wkb  Lord  Rocktatham  M.Ooad 
of  Mrs.  Rennieott. 

1S«. 


■  Uu  FaiMtlmff  It  Mir  Jat^u  Jtrr*ol 
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dijgnoe  liim; — the  woman  had  a  bottom  of 
I  good  06086.**  The  word  bottom  thus  introduced 
I  VIS  M  lodieroua  when  c<Nitra8ted  with  his 

grarity,  that  moat  of  na  could  not  forbear  tit- 

naod  lauding ;  though  I  recollect  that 
ishop  ofjEUllaloe  kept  his  countenance 
vith  perfect  steadiness,  while  Miss  Hannah 
'  More  slilj  hid  her  hce  behind  a  lady's  back 
vIk)  nt  on  the  same  settee  with  her.  His 
pride  could  not  bear  that  any  expression  of  his 
^boold  excite  ridicule,  when  he  aid  not  intend 
it:  be  thmfore  resolved  to  assume  and  exer- 
cise de^MJtic  power,  glanced  vtenilY  around, 
lod  called  out  in  a  strong  tone,  **  Where*s  the 
nerriment?**  Then  coUecting  himself,  and 
looking  awiul,  to  make  us  feel  how  he  could 
impose  restraint,  and  as  it  were  searching  his 
uiod  for  a  still  naore  ludicrous  word,  he  slowlj 
prooooneed,  ^I  svy  the looinaii  was  ftmdamen^ 
tifiy  sensible;**  as  if  he  had  said,  Hear  this  now, 
and  laoffh  if  you  dare.  We  all  sat  composed 
as  it  a  mnenl.  ^ 

He  and  I  walked  away  together :  we  stopped 
tiitde  while  br  tiie  ralu  of  the  Adelphi,  look- 
ing on  the  Thames,  and  I  said  to  him  with 
«>me  emotion,  tbuat  I  was  now  thinkii^  of  two 
^ends  we  had  lost,  who  once  liyed  in  the 
■  building  behind  us,  Beanderk  and  Garrick. 
'^Ar,  sir,  (said  he,  tenderly^  and  two  such 
;  ^<*nds  as  cannot  be  supplied.* 
I     For  some  time  after  thb  day  I  did  not  see 
kim  Tery  (rften,  and  of  the  conrersation  which 
'  I  did  enjoy,  I  am  sorry  to  find  I  hare  preserved 
I  but  little.    I  waa  at  this  time  en^4;ed  in  a 
'  wiety  of  oth^  matters  which  recjuired  exer- 
tMo  and  aaaidnity,  and  necessarily  occupied 
utmost  all  mr  time. 

One  day,  naving  spoken  Tety  freely  of  those 
*bo  were  Uken  in  power,  he  said  to  me,  '^Be- 
tween onrselTes,  Inr,  I  do  not  like  to  give  Op- 
p^tion  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  how  much 
1  <li«approTe  of  the  ministry.**  And  when  I 
aentiuned  that  Bir.  Burke  had  boasted  how 
quiet  the  nation  was  in  George  the  8econd*s 
r^ijni,  when  whigs  werw  in  power,  compared 
vith  the  present  reign,  when  tories  governed ; 
-"Why,  air,"  said  lie,  "you  are  to  consider 
that  tories  having  more  reverence  for  ^em- 
■nt,  will  not  oppose  with  the  same  violence 
M  whiga,  wbo,  being  unrestrained  by  that  prin- 
cipte,  will  oppose  by  any  means.** 

This  moiUh  be  lost  not  only  Mr.  Thrale,  but 
mother  friend,  Mr.  William  Strahan,  junior, 
printer,  Uie  ddest  son  of  his  old  and  constant 
friend,  printer  to  Us  Mi^jesty. 

JOHNSON  TO  MR&  STRAHAN. 

••ndAprU,l7Sl. 
**  Dkab  MASAiff,  —  The  grief  which  I  feel  for 
the  lorn  aim  rerj  kind  friend  is  tuffieient  to  make 
me  know  bow  much  yoo  luflfer  by  the  death  of  an 


f«l-C 


cartalaly  won  r«aMdtb«itli«7  ware.  Such 
' '  iHtfdlj  sow  ocair  In  rMptcUbl* 


amiable  ton :  a  man  of  whom  I  think  it  may  be 
truly  laid,  that  no  one  knew  him  who  does  not 
lament  hnn.  I  look  upon  myself  as  having  a  friend, 
another  friend,  taken  from  me. 

•*  Comfoit,  dear  Madam,  I  would  give  you,  if  I 
could  ;  but  I  know  how  little  the  fonns  of  consola- 
tion can  avail.  Let  me,  however,  counsel  you  not  to 
waste  your  health  in  unprofitable  sorrow,  but  go  to 
Bath,  and  endeavour  to  prolong  your  own  lifr.  But 
when  we  have  all  done  all  that  we  can,  one  friend 
must  in  time  lose  the  other.  I  am,  dear  Madam, 
your  most  humble  serrant,         Sam.  Johitson." 

On  Tuesday,  May  8.,  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
^ain  dining  with  him  and  Mr.  Wilkes,  at  Mr. 
Dilly's.  Ifo  negotuUion  was  now  required  to 
bring  them  toeether ;  for  Johnson  was  so  well 
satisfied  with  uie  former  interview,  that  he  was 
very  glad  to  meet  Wilkes  again,  who  was  this 
day  sei^^  between  Dr.  Beattie  and  Dr.  John- 
son ;  (between  Tndh*  and  Beaton,  as  General 
Paoli  said,  when  I  told  him  of  it.)  Wilkss. 
**I  have  been  thinking.  Dr.  Johnson,  that 
there  ^ould  be  a  bill  brought  into  parliament 
that  the  controverted  elections  for  Scotland 
should  be  tried  in  that  eoontry,  at  their  own 
Abbey  of  Holyrood-house,  and  not  here;  for 
the  consequence  of  trying  them  here  is,  that 
we  have  an  inundation  of  Scotchmen,  who 
come  up  and  never  go  back  again.  Now,  here 
is  Boswell,  who  is  come  upon  the  election  for 
his  own  county,  which  will  not  last  afortnight** 
JoBNsoK.  **Nay,  Sir,  I  see  no  reason  why  they 
should  be  tried  at  all;  for,  vou  know,  one 
Scotohman  is  as  good  as  anotner.**  Wilkss. 
**  Pray,  Boswell,  how  mudi  may  be  sot  in  a 
year  by  an  advocate  at  the  ScotcE  barf** 
BoswxLL.  '*  I  believe,  two  thousand  pounds.** 
Wilkss.  ^How  can  it  be  possible  to  spend 
that  money  in  Scotland?**  Johhsoh.  "  Why, 
Sir,  the  money  may  be  spNsnt  in  Eng^d ;  but 
there  is  a  harder  question.  If  one  man  in 
Scotland  gets  possession  of  two  thousand 
pounds,  what  remains  for  all  the  rest  of  the 
nation  ?  **  Wilkxs.  **  Ton  know,  in  the  last 
war,  the  fi"«»— >■«  booty  which  Thurot  carried 
off  by  the  complete  iJunder  of  seven  Scotch 
isles;  he  re-embaikedwith  three  ami  nxpenee. 
Here  again  Johnson  and  Wilkes  joined  in  ex- 
travagant sportive  raillery  upon  the  supposed 
poverty  of  Scotland,  whidi  Dr.  Beattie  and  I 
did  not  think  it  worth  our  wbfle  to  dispute. 

Tlie  subject  of  quotation  being  mtroduced, 
Mr.  Wilkes  censured  it  aa  pedantry.  Johhsoh. 
''Ko,  Sir,  it  is  a  good  thing ;  there  is  a  com- 
munity of  mind  in  it  Classical  quotation  is 
the  parole  of  literary  men  all  over  the  worid.** 
Wilkes.  **Upon  the  continent  they  all  quote 
tiie  Vulgate  Bible.  Shakspeare  is  chiefly  quoted 
here:  and  we  quote  also  Popt  Prior,  BuUer, 
Waller,  and  sometimes  Cowley. 

We  talked  of  letter-writing.    Jobhsoh.  ^It 


■  la  sUnsloB  to  Dr.  Bsstds'i  Eusy  on  7V«fl.-.CB0Kta. 
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b  now  become  so  mnch  the  fashion'  to  publish 
letters,  that,  in  order  to  avoid  it,  I  put  as  little 
into  mine  as  I  can.**  Boswaix.  *^  l3o  what  jou 
will.  Sir,  you  cannot  avoid  it.  Should  jou 
even  write  aa  ill  as  ^ou  can,  your  letters  would 
be  published  as  curiosities : 

*  Behold  a  miracle,  instead  of  wit  t 
See  two  dull  lines  with  Sunhopc*8  pencil  writ.*** 

He  gave  us  an  entertaining  account  of  Bet 
Flint,  a  woman  of  the  town,  who,  with  some 
eccentric  talenta  and  much  efirontery,  forced 
herself  upon  his  acquaintance.  ^*  Bet, '  said  he, 
**  wrote  her  own  Life  in  verse*,  which  she 
brought  to  me,  wishing  that  I  would  furnish 
her  with  a  preface  to  it  (laughing).  I  used  to 
say  of  her,  that  she  was  generally  slut  and 
drunkard ;  occasionally  whore  and  thief.  She 
had,  however,  genteel  lodgings,  a  spinnet  on 
which  she  played,  and  a  boy  that  walked  be- 
fore her  chair.  Poor  Bet  was  taken  up  on  a 
charge  of  stealing  a  counterpane,  and  tried  at 
the  Old  Bailey.  Chief  Justice  [Willes],  who 
loved  a  wench,  summed  up  favourably,  and  she 
was  acquitted.^  After  which.  Bet  said,  with  a 
gay  and  satisfied  air, '  Now  that  the  counter* 
pane  ism^  otm,  I  shall  make  a  petticoat  of  it.**^ 

Talking  of  oratory*  Mr.  Wilkes  described  it 
as  accompani^  with  all  the  charms  of  poetical 
expression.  Johhsok.  ^  No,  Sir ;  oratory  is 
the  power  of  beating  down  your  adversary*8 
arguments,  and  putting  better  in  their  place.** 
Wiix.ES»  ^  But  this  does  not  move  the  pas- 
**    JoEmsov.    **  He  must  be  a  weak  man 


Bions. 


who  is  to  be  so  moved.**  Wilkbs  (naming  a 
celebrated  orator).  ^  Amidst  all  the  brilliancy 
of  rBurke*s]  infa^nation,  and  the  exuberance 
of  his  wit,  there  is  a  strange  want  of  tasie.  It 
was  observed  of  Apelles*s  Venus  ^  that  her 
flesh  seemed  as  if  she  had  been  nourished  by 
roses :  his  oratory  would  sometimes  make  one 


1  It  had  b(«n  long  growing  into  a  Cuhloo.  Doctor  Arbuth- 
DOt  had.  fiO  yean  before,  called  the  publication  of  poaUiamoua 
letter*,  "  a  new  terror  qf  dimtJL**  ^  Cuokul,  1847. 

3  JohnioD,  whose  memorj  waa  wonderfullj  retantive,  r»- 
nembered  the  Arat  four  linea  pf  this  curious  production, 
which  have  been  oomraunlcatad  to  mc  by  a  joanff  ladj  of  hU 
acquaintance :  — 

**  When  flrat  I  drew  myvital  breath, 
A  little  nlnlUn  I  came  upon  earth  ( 
And  then  I  came  from  a  dark  abode. 
Into  thla  gay  and  saiidjr  world.'* — Boewnx. 

3  Johnson  waa  here  guilty,  not  merely  of  coarteneea,  but. 
It  seeini,  of  tCHudal ;  for  Jamet  Boawell,  Junior,  aacertained 
from  the  Seskiona  paper  that  Bet  waa  tried  at  the  Old  Batley 
In  Septpmber.  17N8.  not  by  the  Chief  Justice  here  alluded  to, 
but  before  Sir  William  Moreton,  recorder ;  and  she  waa 
acquitted  not  In  consequence  of  any  farourable  aumming  up 
of  the  Judge,  but  because  the  prosecutrix  could  not  prove 
that  thr  goods  charged  to  have  been  stolen  were  her  property. 

->  M ALONB. 

*  Ttiif  story  and  two  or  three  othen  of  the  lame  stamp 
are  wretchedly  told  in  Madam  D'Arbtrng't  Metmrirt,  1.  S8. 
But  one  is  ready  enough  to  Join  in  the  exclamation  she  at- 
tributed to  Mrs.  Thrafe.  **  Bless  me.  Sir,  how  can  all  these 
Tagabonds  contriTe  to  get  at  yow,  of  all  people  ?  **->Cbokbb, 
1847. 

*  Mr.  Wilkes  mistook  the  objection  of  Euphranor  to  the 
Theseus  oi  Parrhasiut  for  a  dvtcription  of  the  Venus  of 
Aprlles.  Vi<<e  Ptutarch.  "  Bi'llone  an  pace  cUriores  Athe- 
nicn»es  "  —  KaAB^RY.  **  P.uphranor,  comparing  his  own 
represi-ntation  of  Thr«eu«  with  that  by  Parrn.isius,  said  that 
the  l4ti«r  iuokcd  as  if  the  hero  had  been  fed  on  re§t»,  but 


suspect  that  he  eats  potatoes  and  drbls  whis- 
key." 

Mr.  Wilkes  observed,  how  tenacious  we  are 
of  forms  in  this  country;  and  pive  as  as 
instance,  the  vote  of  the  House  of  Comnvr.) 
for  remitting  money  to  pay  the  army  in  Ame- 
rica in  Portugal  pieces,  when,  in  n^ir. 
the  remittance  is  made  not  in  Porturil 
money,  but  in  our  specie.  Johksoii.  ^  Is  tln-^ 
not  a  law,  Sir,  against  exporting  the  mm."  i 
coin  of  the  realm?"  Wuxbs.  "Ye5,  Sir: 
but  might  not  the  House  of  Commons,  in  ».v 
of  real  evident  necessity,  order  our  own  curvQt 
coin  to  be  sent  into  our  own  colonies  K  11^ 
Johnson,  with  that  (juickness  of  recoUe^:- r. 
which  distinguished  him  so  eminently,  gav«  i:.-* 
Aiiddlesex  patriot  an  admirable  retort  o{»m 
his  own  ground*  ^  Sure,  Sir,  jroa  don't  li-^i 
a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Commons  equil  t'* 
tfie  law  of  the  land,  Wiulbs  (at  once  p'mn- 
ing  the  application).  ^  God  forbid,  Sir."— 
To  hear  what  had  been  treated  with  «r-\ 
violence  in  ^*  The  False  Alarm**  now  tcn-i 
into  pleasant  repartee,  was  extremely  sgreea^^ 
Johnson  went  on: — **  Locke  observes  wt '. 
that  a  prohibiUon  to  export  the  cuircnt  c^'i 
is  impolitic ;  for  when  the  balance  of  trvi^ 
happens  to  be  against  a  state,  the  current  cio 
must  be  exported." 

Mr.  Beauclerk*B  great  librarr  was  tkif  tet**^ 
sold  in  London  by  auction.  Mr.  Wilkes  »^ '. 
he  wondered  to  find  in  it  such  a  nmneroitf  ci«- 
lection  of  sermons :  seeming  to  think  it  strur 
that  a  gentleman  of  Air.  Beauderk*s  dnnrTtr 
in  the  gay  world  should  have  chosen  to  ^^ 
many  compositions  of  that  kind.  Jovna^- 
^  Why,  Sir,  ^ou  are  to  consider,  that  kthkw 
make  a  considerable  branch  of  EnglUh  l:t*^ 
rature ;  so  that  a  library  must  be  very  inper- 
feet  if  it  has  not  a  numerous  coUcctioa  y 
sermons  ^ :  and  in  all  collections.  Sir,  theiksiit 


Xf<. 


t  ^ 


b  « 


that  bts  showed  that  ba  had  Ilea  w  «(^.** 
p.  S46.  —  CaoEta. 

•  Mr.  Wllhee  probably  did  Ml  kaosr  tha 
English  sermon  the  osost  coaspealMnalve  a*d  b«t<y  j 
of  that  enlertalnlnf  faculty  lor  whidi  hm  ktaMrif  w«  w  r** 
admired.  It  U  hi  Dr.  Barrow**  trac  eelye^  mi  lbr>-« 
sermon,  *«  Against  foolish  TalUnw  «i4  Je«ii«*'  V'  ■ 
acquaintanca,  the  late  Cottyn  Morrla.  la  his  tor-  * 
•'  Essay  on  Wit,  Humowr.  awl  RMksile,**  «Blla  a  *  *  ^^^ 
description  of  wit ; "  bat  I  do  not  a«»  bow  U  ceaM  k»  *^ 
tailed,  without  leaTlag  out  tove  good  tie— a— *  ^  *^ 
crimination.  As  It  Is  not  feoeraUy  kaowa,  aad  asp  s**** 
dispose  soma  to  read  eenBoas,  froaa  which  tksy  •■*  t^<^ 
real  advantage,  while  looking  ooly  far  aBtanakasai.  1 1*^ 
here  sub|oin  IL 

"  But  first  (says  the  leansed  piaaikai)  II  aay  be 
what  the  thhig  we  apeak  of  Is  ?    Or  what  Kbi 
(or  lei'i,  as  he  calls  It  before)  doth  Ifiiiit  •    To  \ 
tions  1  might  reply,  as  Dewiocritus  dm  to  Mb  thi 
definition  of  a  man, '  *Tia  that  mhkch  «•  aH  see 
Any  one  better  apprehends  what  It  la  by 
lean  inform  him  by  deecrlptka.    It  ikiaaa*i»a 
versatile  and  aultlRirm,  ippeirlaa  i 
many  postures,  so  many  garb*,  oo  «i 
several  cres  and  Jud^m'^ts,  that  it 
settle  a  clear  and  certain  nodon 
trait  of  ProteuA,  or  to  deftne  iho 
Sometimes  it  Iteih  In  pat  alluskm  to  a 
seaaooable  application  of  a  trivial  antaa,  er  li  ^g/f^ 
ap|K>site  tale ;  somctioBas  it  playath  in  mwS»  mS  pa»e^ 


ap|K>site  tale ;  somctloBas  it  pla|«tli  in 
taking  advantage  from  the  amlM|tttily  of 
affinity  of  their  »ound:  sumetirof*  M  Is 
humorous  expresaloo: 


to  a 
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of  ftoj^cntinff  them  frowB  stronger  in  propor- 
tion to  the  advance  m  acquisition  ;  as  motion 
ii  accelerated  by  the  continuance  of  the  impetus. 
Besides,  Sir,"  looking  at  Mr.  Wilkes*  with  a 
placid  but  significant  smile,  ^^  a  man  may  collect 
j  sermons  with  intention  of  makins  himsel f  better 
I  bj  them.  I  hope  Mr.  Beauclerk  intended  that 
I  some  time  or  other  that  should  be  the  case 
:    with  him.** 

Mr.  Wilkes  said  to  me,  loud  enough  for  Dr. 
Johnson  to  hear,  **  Dr.  Johnson  should  make 
me  a  present  of  his  ^  Lives  of  the  Poets,*  as  I 
am  a  poor  patriot,  who  cannot  afibrd  to  buy 
them.  Jonnson  seemed  to  take  no  notice  of 
thb  hint ;  but  in  a  little  while  he  called  to  Mr. 
Dilly,  **  Praj,  Sir,  be  so  good  as  to  send  a  set 
of  my  Lives  to  Mr.  Wilkes,  with  my  compli- 
ments.** This  was  accordingly  done ;  and  Mr. 
Wilkes  paid  Dr.  Johnson  a  visit,  was  cour- 
teously received,  and  sat  with  him  a  long  time. 
The  company  gradually  dropped  away.  Mr. 
Dilly  himself  was  called  down  stairs  npon 
business ;  I  left  the  room  for  some  time ;  when 
I  returned,  I  was  struck  with  observing  Dr. 
Samuel  Johnson  and  John  Wilkes,  £sa.  lite- 
rally UU-d'tiU ;  for  they  were  reclined  upon 
their  chairs,  with  their  heads  leaning  almost 
close  to  each  other,  and  talking  earnestly,  in  a 
kind  of  confidential  whisper,  of  the  personal 

Suarrel  between  George  the  Second  and  the 
jng  of  Prussia.  Suoi  a  scene  of  perfectly 
easy  sociality  between  two  such  opponents  in 
the  war  of  political  controversy,  as  that  which 
I  now  beheld,  would  have  been  an  excellent 
subject  for  a  picture.  It  presented  to  my 
nuDd  the  happy  days  which  are  foretold  in  tlie 
Mrriptorei  when  the  lion  shall  lie  down  with  the 
kid.^ 

After  this  day  there  was  another  pretty  lone 
Interval,  during  which  Dr.  Johnson  and  I  did 
rkot  meet.  When  I  mentioned  it  to  him  with 
regret,  be  was  pleased  to  say,  ^  Then,  Sir,  let 
us  live  double. 

About  thb  time  it  was  much  the  fashion  for 
several  ladies  to  have  evening  assemblies,  where 
the  fair  sex  might  participate  in  conversation 
with  literary  sad  ingenious  men,  animated  by 


If 


ft  !•  lodfftd  to  ft  ilf  qnertkm.  in  a 
«r.  In  a  ouirkiib  reuon,  to  a  ghrawd  totlmation, 

2dHi«tlof  or  cUvetlj  retortint  m  oUaction : 
to  coochod  to  a  bold  aclMMao  of  ■patch,  in  a  tart 
a  liMtT  bfporbola.  In  a  Martlinf  nwUphor.  to  a 
ffocoocOlas  of  eoatradlcttont,  or  to  acuta  noDtania: 
a  MOttieal  rnrataotatloo  of  partont  or  thlngf ,  a 
•poadi,  a  Blmleal  loek  or  f  aMure,  ptu«th  for 
d  ilmplldtf,  senatlroat  a  pratonp* 
Mnawaw  glaatli  H  baiof :  MMBatlmaa  It  rtoath  oolf  from 
opoa  what  to  itnMiia :  MNDaUmaa  iron  a 
ointoiia  aattar  to  Uia  pnrpofc.     Oftan  It 
know*  not  what,  and  tmrtogaUi  np  ooa  can 
Ita  wart  aro  onaeeoantabla  and  tocxplleabla  i 
to  tna  mmberlaaa  rovtag*  of  fancy  and 
ifi.    It  to,  to  abort,  a  manner  of  apaaktof 
and  plain  way  (aoch  at  raaion  ftacbath  and 
tbto^  bjr),  vblch,  bjr  a  prattjr  tarprlitof  uncoutbo 
•  or  aspratiloa.  Jotk  alfeet  and  amuia  tha 
_  to  It  MMao  vondar,  and  bn^f»|  Mmia  dHigbt 
It  raltath  admirailon.  aa  alfolfytof  a  nimbla  Mgadty 
a  apactol  Micity  of  Invention,  a  vivacity  of 
of  «rk  mora  than  vulfar  i  It  Memfaig  to  argue 
9«klui«M  of  part*,  thai  one  can  feicb  In   remote 
"in  ootaMo  aUU.  that  he  can  dntorouily 


a  desire  to  please.  These  societies  were  deno- 
minated Bluestocking  Clubs;  the  origin  of 
which  title  bein^  little  known,  it  may  be  worth 
while  to  relate  it.  One  of  the  most  eminent 
members  of  those  societies,  when  they  first 
commenced,  was  Mr.  Stillin^eet',  whose  dress 
was  remarkably  grave,  and  m  particular  it  was 
observed  that  he  wore  blue  stockings.  Sudi 
was  the  excellence  of  his  conversation,  that 
his  absence  was  felt  as  so  ffreat  a  loss,  that  it 
used  to  be  said,  ^  We  can  do  nothing  without 
the  bbie  stockings;  and  thus  by  decrees  the 
title  was  establisned.  Miss  Hannah  More  has 
admirably  described  a  Blue'Stocking  Club  in 
her  ^  Bos  Bleu^  a  poem  in  whicb  many  of  the 
persons  who  were  most  conspicuous  there  are 
mentioned. 

^  Johnson  was  prevuled  with  to  come  some- 
times into  these  circles,  and  did  not  think 
himself  too  grave  even  for  the  lively  Miss 
Monckton'  (now  Countess  of  Cork),  who  used 
to  have  the  finest  bit  of  blue  at  the  house  of  her 
mother,  Lady  Galway.  Her  vivacity  enchanted 
the  sage,  and  they  used  to  talk  together  with 
all  imaginable  ease.  A  singular  instance  hap- 
pened one  evening,  when  she  insisted  that  some 
of  Steme*8  writings  were  very  pathetic.  John- 
son bluntly  deniea  it.  ^  I  am  sure,**  said  she, 
"  they  have  afiected  me."  •*  Why,**  said  John- 
son, smiling  and  rolling  himself  about,  ^ihat  is 
because,  dearest,  you*re  a  dunce.**  When  she 
some  time  afterwards  mentioned  this  to  him, 
he  said,  with  equal  truth  and  politeness,  ^  Ma- 
dam, if  I  had  thought  so,  I  certainly  should 
not  have  said  it.*' 

Another  evening  Johnson*8  kind  indulgence 
towards  me  had  a  prettv  difficult  trial.  I  had 
dined  at  the  Duke  of  Montrose*8  with  a  very 
a^^reeable  party;  and  his  grace,  according  to 
his  usual  custom,  had  circulated  the  bottle 
very  freely.  Lord  Graham  and  I  went  together 
to  Miss  Monckton*8,  where  I  certainly  was  in 
extraordinary  spirits,  and  above  all  fear  or  awe. 
In  the  midst  of  a  great  number  of  persons  of 
the  first  rank,  amongst  whom  I  recollect,  wiUi 
confusion,  a  noble  hray  of  the  most  stately  de- 
corum, I  placed  mysdf  next  to  Johnson,  and 


aecommodato  tbaa  to  thepoipoio  beisra  htai :  tofatber  with 
a  llvelj  brlakneat  ofbomour,  not  apt  to  damp  tboM  iportful 
Oatbcaoflmafinatloa.  (Wnanea  la  Arlitotio  auA  pertona 
are  termed  unhim,  dezteroua  men,  and  un^mim,  men  of 
facile  or  versatile  mannert,  who  can  eailljr  tun  themtelvea 
to  all  tbtoffs,  or  ttttn  all  thlngi  to  tbemaolvea.)  It  alao  pro* 
currtb  deUfbt,  by  graUMng  corlodty  with  Ita  raranaM,  aa 
•embUnoe  of  dlBauty :  (aa  moottara,  not  for  their  bceuty. 
but  their  rarity ;  as  joigltog  tricka,  not  for  tfceir  use.  but 

baoeli' 


laid  with  pieaanre  0  by  diverting  the 
mind  from  Ita  road  of  sertotta  thooghu  t  by  taitiUtof  gaiety 
and  alrlncM  of  iplrH  i  by  profoUng  to  aoch  dIapoalUooa  of 
aplrit  to  way  of  emulation  or  eomplauanco  i  and  by  leeaootog 
mattera,  otnerwlie  dlstaaleftd  or  lailpkL  with  aa  anusual  and 


thenee  grataftil  lang.'*-.Boei 

I  When  1  mentionod  thto  to  the  Blabopof  KlUatoe  (Dr. 
Barnard).  **  With  the  je<**  aald  hto  tordsUpk  ftoc^  however, 
was  the  engaging  polltcneai  and  pleasantry  of  M r.  Wllkea,  and 
such  the  Moal  good  bunoor  of  the  btabcm,  that  when  they 
dined  together  at  Mr.  DUIy'a.  whera  1  also  was,  thay  were 
mutually  agreeable.  ->  Boewau. 

t  Mr.  Benianta  StUltogSeat,  aalhor  of  tncis  lelattof  lo 
aatof  al  hlatory,  Stc  — >  Boawmx. 

*  See  «a<»,  p.  615.  a.  la— C. 
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thinking  mjtelf  now  fully  his  nuUch,  talked  to 
him  in  a  loud  and  boisterous  manner,  desirous 
to  let  the  company  know  how  I  oould  contend 
with  Ajax.  I  particularly  remember  prening 
him  upon  the  yalue  of  the  pleasures  of  the  ima- 
gination, and,  as  an  illustration  of  my  argu- 
ment, a4cing  him,   **What,  Sir,  supposing  I 

were  to  fancy  that  the (namino:  the  most 

charming  duchess  in  his  majest/s  dominions) 
were  in  lore  with  me,  should  I  not  be  rery 
happy  ?  **  My  friend  with  much  address  evaded 
my  interrogatories,  and  kept  me  as  quiet  as 
possible ;  but  it  may  easily  be  oonoeiTed  how 
ne  must  haye  felt,  i  Howerer,  when  a  few  days 
afterwards  I  waited  upcm  him  and  made  an 
apology,  he  behared  with  the  most  friendly 
gentleness. 

While  I  remained  in  London  this  year. 
Johnson  and  I  dined  together  at  sereral  plaoes. 
I  recollect  a  placid  day  at  Dr.  ButterV,  who 
had  now  lemored  from  Derby  to  Lower  Gros- 
Tenor  Street,  London ;  but  of  his  couTersation 
on  that  and  other  occasions  during  this  period 
I  neglected  to  keep  any  regular  record,  and 
shall  therefore  insert  here  some  miscellaneous 
ardcles  whidi  I  find  in  my  Johnsonian  notes. 

His  disorderiy  habits,  when  "  making  pro- 
vision for  the  day  that  was  passing  orer  hmi,** 
appear  from  the  following  anecdote,  communi- 
cated to  me  by  Mr.  Jomi  Nidiols :  ^  In  the 
year  1763  a  roung  bookseller,  who  was  an  ap- 
prentice to  Mr.  Whiston,  watted  on  him  with 
a  subscription  to  his  ^  Shakspeare  ;*  and  observ- 
ing that  the  doctor  made  no  entry  in  an^  book 
of  the  subscriber's  name,  Tentuied  diffidently 
to  ask  whether  he  would  please  to  hare  the 
gentleman's  address,  that  it  might  be  properiy 
mserted  in  theprinted  list  of  subscribers.  ^ishaU 
jprmt  no  Ust  of  nihienben^  said  Johnson,  with 
great  abruptness ;  but  almost  immediately  re- 
collecting ntmself,  added,  rery  complacently, 
*  Sir,  I  £sye  two  yery  cogent  reasons  for  not 
printing  any  list  of  subsoibers :  one,  that  I 
naye  lost  all  the  names ;  the  other,  that  I  haye 
spent  all  the  money.** 

Johnson  could  not  brook  appearing  to  be 
worsted  in  argument,  even  when  he  had  taken 
ihe  wrong  side,  to  show  the  force  and  dexterity 
of  his  talents.  When,  therefore,  he  peroeiyed 
that  his  opponent  gained  ground,  he  had  re- 
course to  some  sudden  modeof  robust 


1  Next  daf  I  «ndMfoarad  to  give  what  bad 
loat  tefciikMM  tuni  I  could  tf  Um  foUowiof 


tte 


vo  na  BoiiooBASU  Mm 

Mot  thmt  vKh  th*  cmellcnC  M 
I  h«d  ih«  happiiMM  to  dhM ; 

KoC  thmt  I  Ute  from  tobl<>  roM, 
Fran  Gndiam*s  wit,  fron 


k  WM  wH  IImm  aloM  whldi  led 
On  leered  nuumert  to  eacroech ; 

And  made  aie  feel  whet  mott  I  dread. 
Jobaaoa'i  just  frown,  am 


But  whea  1  eaterM,  not  ebaabM, 
From  jrour  bright  «rn  wen 

At  onoe  Intoxlcatloo  Baih'd* 
Aad  ell  mj  fraaie  wai  la  a  blase  I 


Once  when  I  wag  pressing  xxftm  lam  with  vi- 
sible adyantage,  he  stop|xd  me  thus :  *^  Xt 
dear  Boswell,  let*s  haye  no  more  of  this ;  tou1i 
make  nothing  of  it.  Td  rather  hare  yon  wWu 
a  Sootdi  time.** 

Care,  howeyer,  must  be  taken  to  distingubh 
between  Jdmson  when  he  ^  talked  lor  rictnrv,' 
and  Johnson  when  he  had  no  desire  but'tr 
inform  and  illustrate.  ^  (Hw  of  JohnjnrD* 
principal  talents,**  says  an  eauncnt  fneod  or 
nis,  ^  was  shown  in  maintaining  tlie  wron^  s.-.f 
of  an  aiYument,  and  in  a  spleoSid  perrersjoD  (f 
the  truth.  If  you  could  contriTC  to  hanre  ti? 
fair  ofunion  on  a  subject,  and  withoat  any  \\^ 
from  personal  prejudice,  or  from  a  wish  to  t* 
yictonous  in  ar;^ument|  it  was  wiadooi  itstrc 
not  only  oonyincmg,  but  oyei  powering.* 

He  had,  howeyer,  all  his  life  habitoated  his- 
self  to  consider  conyeraation  as  a  trical  of  ret^'.- 
lectual  yigour  and  skill :  and  to  this,  I  th.rx 
we  may  yenture  to  ascribe  thai  vBezaap..: 
richness  and  brilliancy  which  appealed  in  i> 
own.  As  a  proof  at  once  of  his  eagerness  i  * 
colloquial  distinction,  and  his  \uA  notioa  : 
this  eminent  friend^  he  onoe  anilii— il  kr 

thns :  ** ^  we  now  haye  been  several  h  --^ 

together,  and  you  haye  said  but 
which  I  enyied  yon.** 

He  disliked  much  all  specnlaliye 
considerations,  which  tended  to  diaeovragv 
from  diligence  and  exertion.     He  was  m 
like  Dr.  Shaw,  the  great  trayeDer,  who«  Mr. 
Datnes  Barrington  told  me,  used  to  aay,  *  I 
hate  a  em  bono  man.**    Upon  being  asked  ** 
a  friend  what  he  should  tnink  of  a  Baa  «^ 
wasi^ttosay  «m«srtoi6';"T1iatbe*aatt7  . 
fellow.  Sir,**  answered  Johnson.    **  W^as  ««^^ 
these  tanH  men  be  doing  the  whie?*    W:-  r 
I,  in  a  low-spirited  fit,  was  talking  to  him  w.^ 
indifierence  of  the  pursuits  whidi  am.   , 
engage  us  in  a  course  of  action,  aad  nqcir^ 
a  reason  for  taking  so  much  trouble;  ^  >.-  ' 
said  he,  in  an  aninuted  tone,  **  it  is  dnylxi^  z 
the  system  of  life." 

He  told  me  that  he  was  glad  tlMt  I  ^1  .' 
General  Oglethorpe*s  means,  become 
with  Dr.  Shebbeare.    Indeed  that 
wnateyer  objections  were  made  to 
knowledge  and  abilities  much  abow 
of  ordinary  writers,  and  deseryea  to  be 
bered  as  a  respectable 


*k 


Bat  not  a  brflllaat 

OftheduU 
I  wet  a  dreert 


Vktim  et  ooee  to 

I  hope,  Marie,  foall  twgiw  ; 
VbUe  I  lavoke  Um 


Tbeledfwae 
aatwer,  and  I 
never  to  oAi 
•See«ntf.p.t«.-.C 
s  Tbe  Klgbt  Hon.  WUItaa 
It  eeemt  an  odd  way  of  eapfem 
man**  converaetlen,  to  ear  ibat 
but  one  good  tbtaff.**— 


lut  bis 
rmdsof 

r' be  had 

.certainty 
iioksellers 

'>und  i«  no 

BoawBLi.. 

lagued  with 

to  revise?" 

:'n  thought  a 

"Verj  lucky 

I  must  how- 

nding  what  be 

it   imagined   at 

was,  perhaps,  no 

Ided  to  the  Boli- 

ire  authors  to  rend 

!  liberalij  assisted 


,  we  all  went  to  Southill 

iivnr  to  Mr.  Dilly'a  house. 

iinday  iM  the  month,  the 

adminUtered,  aad  I  stayed 

■  lien  I  came  afterwards  into 

ID,  he  laid,  "  You  did  rifiht 

.ve  the  communion;  I  had  not 

This  seemed  to  imply  tbat  be 

CO  approach  the  altar  withuut  a 

laration,  as  to  which  ei>"d  men 

irrent  opinions,  some  holding  that 

unt  to  partake  of  that  ordinance 

premeditation ;    others, 

icere  Cbrislian,  and  in  a 

1  to  discharge  any  otiicr 

religion,   may,   without 

i*  most  solemn  one.    A 

eve  to  be  the  just  one, 

nicauta  need  not  think  a. 
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now  give  me  up.  Thej  are  satisfied :  they  have 
seen  enough  of  me."  Upon  my  obaerying  that 
I  conld  not  believe  this,  for  thej  must  certainly 
be  highly  pleased  by  his  conversation ;  con- 
scious of  his  own  superiority,  he  answered, 
**  No,  Sir ;  great  lords  and  great  ladies  don't 
love  to  have  their  mouths  stopped.**  This  was 
very  expressive  of  the  effect  wnich  the  force  of 
his  understanding  and  brilliancy  of  his  fancy 
could  not  but  produce ;  and,  to  be  sure,  thev 
must  have  found  themselves  strangely  dimi- 
nished in  his  company.  When  I  warmly  de- 
clared how  happy  I  was  at  all  times  to  hear 
him, — '*  Yes,  Sir,*'  said  he ;  "  but  if  you  were 
lord  chancellor  it  would  not  be  so :  you  would 
then  consider  your  own  dignity.** 

There  were  much  truth  and  knowledge  of 
human  nature  in  this  remark.  But  certainly 
one  should  think  that  in  whatever  elevated 
state  of  life  a  man  who  knew  the  value  of  the 
conversation  of  Johnson  might  be  placed,  though 
he  mij^ht  prudentlv  avoid  a  situation  in  which 
he  might  appear  lessened  by  comparison,  yet 
he  would  fiiequentl^  gratify  himself  In  private 
with  the  participation  of  the  rich  intellectual 
entertainment  which^  Johnson  could  furnish. 
Strange,  however,  b  it,  to  consider  how  few  of 
the  great  sought  lus  society' ;  so  that  if  one  were 
disfMsed  to  take  occasion  for  satire  on  that  ac- 
count, very  conspicuous  objects  present  them- 
selves. Hia  noble  friend,  Lord  Elibank,  well 
observed,  that  if  a  great  man  procured  an  in- 
terview with  Johnson,  and  did  not  wish  to  see 
him  more,  it  showed  a  mere  idle  curiosity,  and 
a  wretched  want  of  relish  for  eztraoramary 
powers  of  mind.  Mrs.  Thrale  justly  and  wittily 
accounted  for  snch^  conduct  by  saying,  that 
Johnson's  conversation  was  b  v  much  too  strong 
for  a  person  accustomed  to  obsequiousness  and 
flattery;  it  was  muMtard  in  a  ytnmg  ckUcTt 
numtkt 

One  day,  when  I  told  him  that  I  wasaxealous 
Tory,  but  not  enough  ^  according  to  know- 
ledge,** and  should  be  obliged  to  him  for  **■  a 
reason,**  he  was  so  candid,  and  expressed  him- 
self 00  well,  that  I  begged  of  him  to  repeat 
what  he  had  said,  and  I  wrote  down  as  fol- 
lows:— 

"  Of  Tory  tmd  Whig. 
<<  A  wise  Tory  and  a  wim  Whig,  I  beUere,  will 


agree.  Their  principles  are  the  tame,  though 
thieir  modes  of  thinking  are  different  A  high  Tory 
makes  government  unintelligible;  it  is  lost  in  the 
elouda.  A  violent  Whig  mues  it  impractieable : 
be  it  for  allowing  so  much  liberty  to  every  man, 
that  there  is  not  power  enough  to  govern  anj  man. 
Tlie  pr^ndiee  of  the  Tory  is  for  ettabliabment,  the 
prqfadice  of  the  Whig  is  for  innovation.     A  Tory 


I  Mr.  BarelMF.  m  UttmnAwM  of  RolMft  Barelair,  of  Ury.  the 
etHbr>t»d  apoloflM  of  tiM  pMpto  called  Quaken,  aiid  i«- 
■urkaMa  fonaoluUlfilnttbe  prindplM  of  hl«  vananbla  pro. 
fMltor.  with  aa  rnueh  of  rtaganea  of  modani  maaoan  m  fa 
eooittcaot  with  primltiTa  ataplldtj.  —  Boaweu* 

•  Wow  IMthop  of  Uaadag;  ooa  of  the  poanat  btoboprtea  te 
Hih  HagiHie.   Bit  lardakip  haa  wrtitaa  wVk  mnOk  saal  le 


does  not  wish  to  give  more  reel  pover  to  froTcra- 
ment ;  but  that  goremment  should  liave  more  rric- 
rence.  Then  they  differ  as  tothcchur^  T.c 
Tory  is  not  for  giving  more  legal  power  to  tii< 
clergy,  but  wishes  they  should  have  a  c<mMdiri.jk 
influence,  founded  on  the  opinion  of  mankind:  xhe 
Whig  is  for  limiting  and  watching  them  vitb  • 
narrow  jealousy.* 

JOHNSON  TO  PERKINS 

"  Si  A,  -—  However  often  I  have  seen  you,  I  U^t 
hitherto  forgotten  the  note ;  but  I  have  &<>«  «ri 
it,  with  my  good  wishes  for  the  prosperity  of  }n 
and  your  partner',  of  whom,  from  oursJortcoa- 
versetion,  I  could  not  judge  otherwise  than  fav^itr- 
ably.     I  Ann  Sir,  your  most  humble  serrant, 

'*  Sam.  Jobvw!(  ' 

On  Saturday,  June  2.,  I  set  out  for  ^^>*' 
land,  and  had  promised  to  pay  a  viuu  ir<  -'< 
way,  as  I  sometimes  did,  at  Southill  in  N  * 
fordshire,  at  the  hospitable  mansion  of  S  -" 
Dilly,  the  elder  brotner  of  ray  worthj  ir^-  ^ 
the  booksellers,  in  the  Poultry.  Dr.  JcL..-: 
agreed  to  be  of  the  party  this  year,  wiu:  M- 
Qiarles  Dilly  and  me,  and  to  go  and  see  U''- 
Bute's  seat  at  Luton  Hoe.  lU  talked  l.;.i.  ' 
US  in  the  carriage,  being  chieflr  occD)>i<^  ^ 
reading  Dr.  Watson*s'  second  volnme  ot  "  l  ^•'^ 
mical  Essays,**  which  he  liked  veryv«Vh  ::- 
his  own  **  Fnnce  of  Abyssinia,**  on  wb-i  '- 
seemed  to  be  intensely  nxed ;  having  tol>i  ^^^ 
that  he  had  not  looked  at  it  since  it  wts  is 
finished.  I  happened  to  take  it  oat  0^=-' 
pocket  Uus  day,  and  he  seized  upon  it  « '« 
aviditv.  He  pointed  out  to  me  the  fu^orr: 
remarkable  passage : — 

<*  By  what  means  (sud  the  priaee)  vf  ' 
Europeans  thus  powerful  ?    or  why,  nees  tt«5  '-^ 
so  CBttly  visit  Asia  and  Afiriea  for  tnk  a  r.** 
quest,  cannot  the  Asiatiea  and  Alliens  iavaik :  • 
coasts,  plant  colonics*  in  their  port^od  pn  c* 
to  their  natural  princca?      The  s^se  vicJ ' 
carried    them    back    would    bring   oi  ttttc 
**  They  are  more  powerful.  Sir,  than  wr  («^- 
Imlac),  because  they  are  wiser.     KnevlKft  * 
always  predominate  orer  ignoranecas  bho  r*^ 
the  other  animala.     But  why  their  knevWr- 
more  than  ours,  I  know  not  what  resaes  <**  ** 
given  but  the  unsearchable  will  of  the  &  "^ '' 
Being.** 

He  said,  **  This,  Sir,  no  man  caa  ex;  -* 
otherwise.** 

We  stopped  at  Welwin,  where  I  * 
mnch  to  see,  in  conqtany  with  Johnstw.  t^  *; 
aidence  of  the  author  of  *"  Night  Th^^^:* ' 
which  was  then  poaseased  by  his  son,  Mr.  V    - 

Here  some  address  waa  requisite,  fir  I  vv  t 


tho  pcopffaty  Off 
Ha  haa  Infonnad  ai  thai  !»•  haa 
Tho  fHcnds  of  oar  avcrilMit 
orery  tida  bf  huMvators  and 
gretted  tho   au|»proaiioa  of 
wridafi.  ~  BovwBiA. 
4  Th«  Pbonlctant  and 


tW 


of  hM 


*<|toin.*^' 
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acnn&inted  with  Mr.  Young ;  and  had  I  proposed 
to  Dr.  Johnson  that  we  should  send  to  him^  he 
would  have  checked  mj  wish,  and  perhaps  been 
offended.  I  therefore  concerted  with  Mr.  Dill^, 
that  I  should  steal  awaj  from  Dr.  Johnson  and 
him,  and  trj  what  reception  I  could  procure 
from  Mr.  Young :  if  unfavourable,  nothing  was 
to  be  said ;  but  if  agreeable,  I  should  return 
and  notifj  it  to  them.  I  hastened  to  Mr. 
Young's,  found  he  was  at  home,  sent  in  word 
that  a  genUeman  desired  to  wait  upon  him,  and 
vu  shown  into  a  parlour,  where  he  and  a 
young  ladj,  his  daughter,  were  sitting.  He 
appeared  to  be  a  plain,  ciyil,  country  gentleman ; 
and  when  I  begged  pardon  for  presuming  to 
trouble  him,  but  that  I  wished  much  to  see  his 
plai-e,  if  he  would  give  me  leave,  he  behaved 
Tcrj  courteously,  and  answered,  "  By  all  means, 
Sir.  We  are  just  going  to  drink  tea ;  will  you 
sit  down  ?**  1  thanked  him,  but  said  that  Dr. 
Johnson  had  come  with  me  from  London,  and 
I  most  return  to  the  inn  to  drink  tea  with  him : 
that  my  name  was  Boswell;  I  had  travelled 
with  him  in  the  Hebrides.  **  Sir,"  said  he, «'  I 
ihoQld  think  it  a  great  honour  to  see  Dr.  John- 
fun  here.  Will  you  allow  me  to  send  for  him  ?  *' 
Ayailing  myself  of  this  opening,  I  said  that  ^*  I 
would  go  myself  and  bring  him  when  he  had 
drunk  tea;  he  knew  nothing  of  my  calling  here.** 
Having  been  thus  successful,  I  hastened  back 
to  the  inn,  and  informed  Dr.  Johnson  that 
Mr.  Toung,  son  of  Dr.  Young,  the  author  of 
*Ni;;ht  Thoughts,*  whom  I  had  just  lefl,  de- 
■in-fl  to  have  the  honour  of  seeing^  him  at  the 
house  where  his  father  lived.**  Dr.  Johnson 
lurkily  made  no  inquiry  how  this  invitation 
hari  arisen,  but  agreed  to  go ;  and  when  we  en- 
tered Mr.  Y<mng*s  parlour,  he  addressed  him 
with  a  very  polite  bow,  ^  Sir,  I  had  a  curiosity 
to  come  and  see  this  place.  I  had  the  honour 
to  know  that  great  man  your  father.**  We 
went  into  the  garden,  where  we  found  a  gravel 
walk,  on  each  side  of  which  was  a  row  of  trees, 
(•lanted  by  Dr.  Young,  which  formed  a  hand- 
some  Gothic  arch.  Dr.  Johnson  called  it  a 
fin*'  erove.    I  beheld  it  with  reverence. 

^V  e  sat  some  time  in  the  summer-house,  on 
the  outside  wall  of  which  was  inscribed,  **  Am' 
h^iioMUM  in  korto  audUhcad  vocem  Dei^ ;  and  in 
iHh  reference  to  a  brook  by  which  it  is  situated, 
"  Vitendi  recti  qui  prorogat  koram^*  &c.  I 
'jd  to  Mr.  Younff,  that  I  had  been  told  his 
!vher  was  cheoful.  ^  Sir,"  sud  he,  **  he  was 
^fy  well  bred  a  man  not  to  be  cheerful  in  com- 
fianj ;  but  be  was  gloomy  when  alone.  He 
&''ver  was  cheerful  afler  my  mother*s  death, 
>  ntj  he  had  met  with  many  disappointments.** 
i>r.  Johnson  observed  to  me  afterwards,  ^*  That 


'     Walkinc  In  tiM  f  ardffifthcy  beard  th«  toIm  of  God.* 
i**mttii,  ill.  s.  —  Caoaam. 


-  Th<»  man  wlio  hu  It  la  h\%  vnwwr 
rr.rtUf  Ttrtar,  aitd  prntractt  tne  boar. 


T 

^^     ' «  iiil  thf  rnurr  pass  atrau  : 

( «'AMleM  it  Snw».  and  will  for 


this  was  no  favourable  account  of  Dr.  Young ; 
for  it  is  not  becoming  in  a  man  to  have  so  little 
acquiescence  in  the  ways  of  Providence,  as  to 
be  ffloomy  because  he  has  not  obtained  as  much 
preferment  as  he  expected;  nor  to  continue 
gloomy  for  the  loss  of  his  wife.  Grief  has  its 
time.**  The  last  part  of  this  censure  was  theo- 
retically made.  Practically,  we  know  that  grief 
for  the  loss  of  a  wife  may  be  continued  very 
long,  in  proportion  as  affection  has  been  sincere. 
No  man  knew  this  better  than  Dr.  Johnson. 

We  went  into  the  church,  and  looked  at  the 
monument  erected  by  Mr.  Young  to  his  father. 
Mr.  Young  mentioned  an  anecdote,  that  his 
father  had  received  several  thousand  pounds  of 
subscription-money  for  his  ^'Universal Passion,** 
but  had  lost  it  in  the  South  Sea.'  Dr.  John- 
son thought  this  must  be  a  mistake,  for  he  had 
never  seen  a  subscription-book. 

Upon  the  road  we  talked  of  the  uncertainty 
of  profit  with  which  authors  and  booksellers 
engage  in  the  publication  of  literary  works. 
JoHNsoR.  **  My  judgment  I  have  found  is  no 
certain  rule  as  to  the  sale  of  a  book.**  Boswbxx. 
^  Pray,  Sir,  have  you  been  much  plagued  with 
authors  sending  you  their  works  to  revise?** 
JoBKsoH.  '*No,  Sir;  I  have  been  thouffht  a 
sour  aurly  fellow.**  Boswbix.  "Very  lucky 
for  you.  Sir, — in  that  respect.*'  I  must  how- 
ever observe,  that,  notwithstanding  what  he 
now  said,  which  he  no  doubt  imagined  at 
the  time  to  be  the  fact,  there  was,  perhaps,  no 
man  who  more  frequenUy  yielded  to  the  soli- 
citations even  of  very  obscure  authors  to  read 
their  manuscripts,  or  more  liberally  assisted 
them  with  advice  and  correction. 

He  found  himself  very  happy  at  Squire 
Dilly*s,  where  there  is  always  abundance  of 
excellent  fare,  and  hearty  weloome. 

On  Sunday,  June  3.,  we  all  went  to  Southill 
church,  which  is  very  near  to  Mr.  Dilly*s  house. 
It  being  the  first  Sunday  in  the  month,  the 
holy  sacrament  was  administered,  and  I  stayed 
to  partake  of  it.  When  I  came  afterwards  into 
Dr.  Johnson*s  room,  he  said,  "  You  did  right 
to  stay  and  receive  the  communion :  I  had  not 
thougnt  of  it.**  This  seemed  to  imply  that  be 
did  not  choose  to  approach  the  altar  without  a 
previous  preparation,  as  to  which  good  men 
entertain  diflerent  opinions,  some  holding  that 
it  is  irreverent  to  partake  of  that  ordmonce 
without  considerable  premeditation;  others, 
that  whoever  is  a  sincere  Christian,  and  in  a 
proper  frame  of  mind  to  discharge  any  other 
ritiud  duty  of  our  religion,  may,  without 
scruple,  dischaive  this  most  solemn  one.  A 
midole  notion  I  believe  to  be  the  just  one, 
which  is,  that  oommunicaata  need  not  think  a 


but.  lo  t 
e»w  flow,** 
Fbamcii,  Hvr.  hptst.  Ub.  I.  cp.  S.  — 


a  Tbb  afMftloa  !•  disproved  bf  a  eoapwItOB  of  dalca. 
Tb«  Srtt  foqr  aMtlm  or  Yoonf  were  poMbhed  In  I7SS. 
The  Sooth  8eo  tcbeaM  (which  oo  doubi  ww  meoat)  vaa  la 
I7S0.  —  MAMita. 
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long  train  of  preparfttorr  forms  indlspenMd>lj 
neoestarj ;  but  neitlier  should  they  rashly  and 
ligbtlj  venture  upon  so  awful  and  mysterious 
an  institution.  Christians  must  judge,  each  for 
himself,  what  degree  of  retirement  and  self- 
examination  is  necessary  upon  each  occasion. 

Being  in  a  frame  of  mind  which  I  hope,  for 
the  felicity  of  human  nature,  many  experience, 
— in  fine  weather, — at  the  country-house  of  a 
friend,  —  cooaoled  and  elevated  by  pious  exer- 
cises,—I  expressed  myself  with  an  unrestrained 
ferronr  to  my  ''Guide,  Philosopher,  and 
Friend.**  **  My  dear  Sir,  I  would  fain  be  a 
good  man ;  and  I  am  very  good  now.  I  fear 
God,  and  honour  the  king ;  I  wish  to  do  no  ill, 
and  to  be  benevolent  to  all  mankind.**  He 
looked  at  me  with  a  benignant  indulgence; 
but  took  occasion  to  ffive  me  wise  and  salutary 
caution.  "Do  not.  Sir,  accustom  yourself  to 
trust  to  impreuknu.  There  is  a  miadle  state  of 
mind  between  conviction  and  hypocrisy,  of 
which  many  are  unconscious.  Br  trusting  to 
impressionsi  a  man  may  gradually  come  to 
yield  to  them,  and  at  length  be  subject  to 
then,  BO  as  not  to  be  a  free  agent,  or  what  is 
the  same  thing  in  effect,  to  ni^pom  that  he  is 
not  a  free  agent.  A  man  who  is  in  that  state 
should  not  be  suffered  to  live ;  if  he  declares 
he  eannot  help  acting  in  a  particular  way,  and 
is  irresistibly  unpell^  there  can  be  no  confi- 
dence in  him,  no  more  than  in  a  tig^.  But, 
Sic,  no  man  believes  himself  to  be  impelled 
irresistibly ;  we  know  that  he  who  says  he  be- 
lieves it,  uek  Favourable  impressions  at  par.- 
ticular  moments,  as  to  the  state  of  our  souls, 
may  be  deceitful  and  danfferous.  In  general, 
no  man  can  be  sure  of  his  acceptance  with 
Crod ;  some,  indeed,  may  have  had  it  revealed 
to  them.  St.  Paul,  who  wrought  miracles, 
mar  have  had  a  miracle  wrought  on  himself, 
and  may  have  obtained  supernatural  assurance 
of  pardoo,  and  mercy,  and  beatitude ;  yet  St. 
Paul,  though  he  expresses  strong  hope,  also 
expresses  £ar,  lest  having  preach^  to  others, 
he  himself  should  be  a  castaway." 

The  opinion  of  a  learned  bishop  of  our  ac- 
avaintance,  as  to  there  being  merit  in  relinous 
uuth,  beinff  mentioned: — Johmsoh.  **  why, 
yes,  Sir,  the  most  licentious  man,  were  hdl 
open  before  him,  would  not  take  the  most  beau- 
tiful strumpet  to  his  arms.  We  must,  as  the 
apostle  says,  live  by  faith,  not  by  sight.' 

I  talked  to  him  of  original  sin,  in  oonse- 


>  Tlwre  Mtrns  mach  otatcurlty  bera.  If  th«  btobop  uwd 
Um  woid  marU  In  a  popalar  teoM,  and  neanC  onlj  to  uy, 
colfcmHilly.  that  «*  a  nUsioua  fiOlh  was  wmrilaritm  or 
prmiftworlkp/*  tho  obMrvation  vat  hardljr  worth  recordint ; 
TcC  It  It  not.  on  the  other  hand,  likely  that  he  meant,  tpeak- 
inf  tbooloclcallj,  to  attribute  mertt  lowanli  m/VoMon  to  any 
act  or  operation  of  the  human  mind,  "  for  that  were  **  (u  the 
HonUy  forbtdt)  **  to  count  oartelTet  to  be  Juttlfled  by  tome 
act  or  TirtuB  which  it  within  ut.**  But  on  either  Interprets* 
tUm  It  item  hard  to  ditcover  the  connexion  or  meaning  of 
Che  reply  attributed  to  Dr.  Johnson.  The  biihop't  opinion 
la  eridently  very  Imperfectly  ttated,  and  there  mutt  have 
been  tome  connecting  Ituki  In  the  chMin  of  Johnton't  reason, 
log  which  Mr.  Bos  well  has  lost.  The  passaKr  —  not  quite 
accurately  quoted  by  Dr.  Johnson  —  la  fn  St.  Paul's  aecoiid 


quence  of  the  fidl  of  nan,  and  of  the  stonaaau 
made  bjr  our  Saviour.*  Aflcr  some  oonrcnt- 
tion,  which  he  desired  me  to  remember,  ke,  n 
my  request,  dictated  to  me  as  follows: 

*  With  respect  to  origins]  tin,  the  iaqniry  ii  not 
neeetsarj  ;  Ibr,  wliatever  b  thetaamUhnmmcof' 
ruption,  men  are  eTideatlj  Mid  cnnftaidly  ioc» 
rupt,  that  all  the  laws  of  bwwn  and  taitk  aie  ■- 
sufficient  to  rrstratn  them  from  crimai. 

•«  Whatercr  difflcuhy  there  maj  be  ia  thi  c«a> 
oeption  of  viearioua  pimiihmfnt^  it  it  aa  opioMa 
which  has  had  poestaaioo  of  mankind  in  all  a^ 
There  is  no  nation  that  haa  not  uiad  the  ^ractin 
of  •aerifiees.  Whoever,  thereferc,  dcoiti  the  pro> 
priety  of  ▼icarious  puniahmenla*  bohit  an  opia^a 
which  the  aentimcnta  and  practice  of  maakbdhait 
contradicted  firom  the  beginning  of  the  world.  Thf 
great  aacrifice  for  the  sins  of  mankind  wai  oftiW 
at  the  death  of  the  Messiah,  who  is  called  ia  Scfi^ 
ture  <The  Lamb  of  God,  that  takdfa  away  the  mi 
of  the  worid.'  To  Judge  of  the  reaaooablcBaiof 
the  scheme  of  redemption,  it  must  be  eoaadnsdn 
necessary  to  the  goeetpmcnt  d  the  vamns  dai 
God  should  make  known  hia  pcrpctaai  sad  n» 
coocileable  detestation  of  monl  evil.  He  wi^ 
indeed  punish,  and  puniab  only  the  oieadss ;  bai « 
the  end  of  puniahaaent  ia  not  niiwigy  of  crisMi  ha 
propagation  of  virtue,  it  waa  mote  beeaonaf  lbs  Di- 
vine clemenej  to  find  another  BBaancr  of  prassadia^ 
less  destnicdva  to  man,  and  at  least  cqnall j  paw* 
(ill  to  promote  goodness.  The  end  of  piiaiibi»x 
is  to  reclaim  and  warn.  7)^  ponishBcot  ri. 
both  reclaim  and  warn,  which  shows  etidotlyii^ 
abhorrence  of  sin  in  God,  aa  maj  deter  as  haa  X 
or  strike  us  with  dread  of  vengeance  wbca  wt  biw 
committed  it  This  is  effected  bj  viearioos  peaiai- 
ment.  Nothing  conld  more  testify  the  u^mtm 
between  the  nature  of  God  and  moral  cvilr  orw*r 
amply  display  his  justice,  to  aoo  and  Myhi  l»  ^ 
oritn  and  sueeaaaiona  oif  bauig%  thim  ibsi  il  ^m 
neceaaary  Ibr  the  highest  and  pvnst  aman.  c«« 
tot  Divinity  itaeIC  to  pacify  tho  dcnnds  of  eia- 
gcaaee  by  a  paiaftil  death :  of  which  the  ssian« 
efleat  will  b^  that  when  juatioa  is  appesssi  ci^ 
is  a  proper  place  Ibr  the  escidaa  of  mcaey ;  aa^ 
that  such  propitiation  shall  supply,  in  some  drr^ 
the  imperfectiosia  of  our  obedience  and  the  ioiAci^ 
of  our  repentance:  fer  obcdieoee  sad  iiptsiis™ 
such  as  we  can  pcrferm*  are  stall  iiunsiery.  Oa' 
Saviour  has  told  us,  that  be  «fid  not  come  lo  dctft- 
the  law,  but  to  Iblfil :  to  ftillil  the  typaesl  b*.  N 
the  performance  of  what  iboae  types  iHd  ftaaifei  w 
and  the  moral  law,  by  piecepta  of  gnamr  p«n7 
and  higher  exaltation. " 

Here  he  said,»God  bless  ym  with  it'  I 


epistle  to  the  CorfaithiaDS,  v.  7. :  *  We 

ChrlattaoFklth,**  with  adBfrable 
the  oppoaen  of  thai  doctrine,  whka 
ftulon,  tin.  and  mlaary  whieh  w«  Sad  to  thk  B*  * 
be  serere  In  God.  you  think,  to  ef^raiei  m  to  aacS  a 
at  thit,  for  the  oflSmca  of  o«r  Siat  parents :  tal  ;«■< 
him  to  ptaee  us  ia  It  without  aoy  Indaeaaaat. 
calamities  lessened  l>y  not  being  ascilbij  fee  A 
condition  be  unhaprr.  It  it  oot  ttill  oaaap 
the  occasion  ?  with  the  agyravatlon  of  tius 
it  WHS  as  snod  as  It  wat  at  Srsi  tleai|B«i.  i 
somewhat  the  leaa  reaaoo  to  Vaok  nr  ai 
Boswfiu.. 
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acknovrledced  mjidf  much  obliged  to  him ;  but 
I  be^^  that  he  would  go  on  as  to  the  propi- 
tiotion  being  the  chief  object  of  our  moet  holy 
fjuth.    He  then  diotated  this  one  other  para- 

^raph. 

**  The  ptcnliar  doetrine  of  ChrUtianit  j  ia,  that 
of  an  univanal  sacrifice  aod  perpetual  propitiation.' 
Other  propheti  only  proelaimMl  the  will  and  the 
ihreateniogs  of  God.     Chriat  satiafied  hia  justice. ** 

The  Bererend  Mr.  Palmer*,  fellow  of  Queen*8 
College,  Cambridb^e,  dined  with  ua.  He  ez- 
{jnand  a  widi  that  a  better  proriaioiK  were 
made  for  nariah-eleifa.  JomaoK.  **  Yes,  Sir, 
a  |Mriah-<Mrk  thoald  be  a  man  who  is  able  to 
make  a  will  or  write  a  letter  lor  any  body  in 
Ike  parish.** 

I  mentioaed  Lord  )fbnboddo*8  no^n'  that 
the  ancient  Egyptians,  with  all  their  learning 
and  all  their  arts,  were  not  only  black,  but 
wooHy-haired.  Mr.  Palmer  asked  how  did  it 
rppear  apon  examininff  the  mammies?  Dr. 
Jolinson  approTod  of  this  test^ 

Aithoagh  upon  moat  occasions  I  never  heard 
a  more  strennoos  advocate  for  the  advantages 
«'f  wealth  thnn  Dr.  Johnson,  he  this  day,  I 
koow  not  from  what  caprice,  took  the  other 
Mde.  *^l  have  not  obserred,**  said  he,  **that 
tnen  of  very  large  fortunes  enjoy  any  thing 
'itnonfinary  that  makes  happiness.  What 
lias  the  Duke  of  Bedford  ?  What  has  the 
Duke  of  Deronshire  ?  The  only  great  ^  in- 
stance that  I  have  erer  known  of  the  enjoy- 
ment of  wealth  was  that  of  Jamaica  Dawkins, 
vbo  going  to  visit  Palmyra,  and  hearing  that 
'be  wtT  waa  infested  by  robbers,  hired  a  troop 
uf  Torlish  hone  to  guard  him.***^ 

Dr.  Gibbons*,  the  dissenting  minister,  beine 
nientioned,  he  aaid,  "  I  took  to  Dr.  Gibbons. 
'Vad  addressing  himself  to  Mr.  Charles  Dilly, 
a^ed,  •«  I  shaLI  be  glad  to  see  him.  Tell  him, 
if  he*ll  can  on  me,  and  dawdle  orer  a  dish  of 
tea  in  an  afternoon,  I  shall  take  it  kind.** 

The  RcTerend  Mr.  Smith,  vicar  of  Southil], 


^p.Sl.    Ty»  pMBiiayreyatlie|«rlwofthat 

m  to  JohaaoQ't  opIoToii  on  thla  taporUoC  ^ial. 

-Ctotn. 

■  Thit  iiiiliiuwui  funm,  viKMt  tall  mne  wai  Tbomaa 
'jKlM  Palnar»  aflcrwardt  went  to  Dondae.  ta  Scotland. 
«*>«rt  b«  uiBflireil  at  nlniatar  to  a  cmfrcfstlon  of  the  teet 
•tn  «U  tii— Mlfw  Unluriana,  from  a  notloo  that  thay 
i  f  I'^rUffvljr  vortblp  ooa  God,  bccauM  they  iCnmr  the  mn* 
'*r-otit  dnccriaa  of  tbo  THnitj.  Thejr  do  not  adYort  that 
(^  crtat  badf  of  tha  Chrlatlae  church  fai  nataMatelnff  that 
'*1Ufrj  m^m^^^mtm  ^^0  iIm  wm^  oT  Hm  Godh«ad :  **  tha 
Triitty  In  UnItT— thraa  pevtoot  and  ona  God.**  Tha 
'"unh  hinablf  adoraa  iba  Dlvialty  at  ashlbMad  In  tha  holy 
^nitwaa.  Tha  Unltartea  lact  vatnlf  pcatmnai  to  com- 
t'»ft»ad  and  daSoa  tha  Almlfhty.  Mr.  Pahnn*.  havlnff 
'"•mM  hto  atad  wttt  political  ipacotellana.  hacaasa  ao  nadi 
4»ujftScd  with  our  aacallent  cooititution  at  to  coaipoaa, 
vi  •  th.  aod  drcuUto  writingt,  which  wara  found  to  ba  m 
•  Uiooi  and  aaaavoua.  that  upon  bates  feund  svilty  by  a 
'  -rj'  tha  eouitnc  ludtlOarr  in  Scotland  taniaocad  blm  to 
'ruupertatlon  for  fouftaan  yaara.  A  loud  damour  asalntt 
'  X  •^lOBca  waa  a^ada  by  lofna  mambart  oT  both  hooMt  of 
--'lumati;  but  both  houMt  appprovad  of  It  by  a  great 
^M  riij,  aod  ha  was  conveyed  to  the  ■attleoMM  for  coovlcU 
*"  v«^  South  Walo*.  ~  Boowaix.  Mr.  T.  F.  Palmer  waa  of 
()««n'i  CaUeeo  In  CaaBbrldfla,  where  be  took  tha  dof  ree  of 
of  aru  to  1771.  and  that  of 


S.T.  B.  lnl7Sl.    Htdlad 

«a  faw  THarn  from  Botany  Bay  in  IMS..- 

1    Tsk^n   lUaiMB    llM»n  Jii«.«M     Wif1»l  1 


a  very  respectable  man,  with  a  very  agreeable 
family,  sent  an  invitation  to  ns  to  drink  tea.  I 
remarked  Dr.  Johnson's  verrreqieetfttl  polite* 
ness.  Though  always  fond  of  changing  the 
scene,  he  said,  **  We  most  have  BIr.  UiUy*s 
leave.  We  cannot  ^  from  veiir  house.  Sir, 
without  your  permission.**  We  all  went,  and 
were  well  satisfied  with  our  visit.  I,  however, 
remember  nothing  particular,  except  a  nice  dia* 
tinction  which  Dr.  Johnson  made  with  respect 
to  the  power  of  memory,  maintaining  that  for- 
getfolness  was  a  man's  own  fault.  ^^To  re- 
member and  to  reeollect,**  said  he,  ^  are  diiler- 
ent  things.  A  man  faaa  not  the  power  to  re- 
collect what  is  not  in  his  mind,  but  when  a 
thii^  is  in  his  mind  he  may  remember  it.**'' 

The  remark  was  occasioned  by  my  leaning 
back  on  a  chair,  which  a  little  before  I  had 
perceived  to  be  broken,  and  pleading  forgetM- 
ness  as  an  excuse.  **  Sir,**  said  he,  ^*  its  being 
broken  was  certainly  in  your  mind.** 

When  I  observed  that  a  housebreaker  was  in 
ffeneral  very  timorous ; — Jobhsok.  ^  No  won- 
der, Sir ;  he  is  airaid  of  being  shot  getting  into 
a  house,  or  hanged  when  he  has  got  aui  oi  iL** 

He  told  us,  tnat  he  had  in  one  day  written 
six  sheets  of  a  translation  from  the  French ; 
adding,  ^  I  should  be  glad  to  see  it  now.  I 
wish  that  I  had  copies  of  all  the  pamphlets 
written  against  me,  as  it  is  said  rope  had. 
Had  I  known  that  I  should  make  so  much 
noise  in  the  world,  I  should  have  been  at  pains 
to  collect  them.  I  believe  there  is  hardly  a 
day  in  which  there  is  not  something  about  me 
in  the  newspapers.** 

On  Monday,  June  4.,  we  all  went  to  Luton- 
Hoe,  to  see  Lord  Bttte*s  magnificent  seat,  for 
which  I  had  obtained  a  ticket.  As  we  entered 
the  park,  I  talked  in  a  high  style  of  my  old 
friendship  with  Lord  Mountstuart,  and  said, 
'*  I  shall  probably  be  much  at  this  place.**  The 
sage,  aware  of  human  vicissitudes,  gently 
checked  me :  **  Don't  you  be  too  sure  of  uat.  * 
He  made  two  or  three  peculiar  observations ; 


«  It  appaafa  from  avcvr  kind  of  evidence,  that  the  Bgyp. 
tlant  had  laaif  hair,  and  anarp  and  handiome  fcaturea.  At  all 
avanta,  they  wara  not  neffow.  —  CaoKia,  1815. 

'  Henry  Dawkina,  Eaq.,  tha  companion  of  Wood  and 
Bouveria  in  their  travela.  and  the  patron  of  tha  Alktniam 
Stuart.  — Caoaaa. 

•  Thomaa  Glhbana.**  a  CaWlnlat  **  (mya  tha  JBKof .  i>^M.)  **  of 
the  old  stamp,  and  a  man  of  great  piety  and  prttnkiTe  man- 
Bert.**  He  wrote  a  llfo  of  Dr.  Waita,  and  aaabied  Dr.  John- 
ton  with  tome  material!  for  tha  l4f€  of  Watta  hi  tha  EmgU$k 
PmU.    Ha  diod  in  17S&.  stat.  ilaty.  Ave —  Caoaaa. 

7  Mr.  Boawall'i  now  waa,  1  iuapeet.  hnperfrct.  A  thhiff 
la  ba  either  f^memkertd  or  rtepUr^ed  muat  equally  hare 
been  In  tha  mind,  la  hia  Dictionary,  Johnaon  deSnea 
**  RtimamUr -^to  baar  in  mind,  to  rweelfarf,  lo  call  to 
mind.'*  This  would  aeem  to  Imply  that  he  considered 
the  words  at  nearty  aynonymooa ;  but  in  hia  deflnlrion  of 
**  Bamlfavf — to  recover  memory .  to  anther  what  U  ■cattarad," 
ha  makaa  tha  true  diatlnctioo.  When  tha  wonb  are  lo  ba 
contradttUngulthed*  It  may  be  said  that  remtwihr^met  is 
tpamimmmm,  and  rccollrcf^en  an  cflbrt ;  and  thla,  I  think,  la 
what  iohoion  meant.  —  Caoaaa. 

•  See  antf .  p.  47S.  n.  S. 

**  DulcU  inaapartli  petanWa  roltura  anrfel. 
Bxpartus  metult  *'—  Abr.  1.  EpUt.  avlii.  SS. 
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as,  when  shown  the  botanical  garden,  **  Is  not 
every  warden  a  botanical  garden  ?  "  When  told 
that  there  was  a  shrubbcrjto  the  extent  of 
several  miles;  —  *'  That  is  making  a  yerj  foolish 
use  of  the  ground ;  a  little  of  it  is  very  well.** 
When  it  was  proposed  that  we  should  walk  on 
the  pleasure-ffround ;  *' Don't  let  us  fatigue 
ourselves.  Why  should  we  walk  there? 
Here's  a  fine  tree,  let's  get  to  the  top  of  it.'* 
But   upon    the  whole,  he    was    very  much 

? leased.  He  said,  "  This  is  one  of  the  places 
do  not  regret  having  come  to  see.  It  is  a 
very  stately  place,  ind^d ;  in  the  house,  mag- 
nificence is  not  sacrificed  to  convenience,  nor 
convenience  to  magnificence.  The  library  is 
very  splendid;  the  dignity  of  the  rooms  is 
very  great;  and  the  quantity  of  pictures  is 
beyond  expectation,  beyond  hope.** 

It  happened  without  any  previous  concert 
that  we  visited  the  seat  of  Lord  Bute  upon  the 
king*s  birthday ;  we  dined  and  drank  his  ma- 
jesty's health  at  an  inn  in  the  village  of  Luton. 

In  the  evening  I  put  him  in  mind  of  his 
promise  to  favour  me  with  a  copy  of  his  cele- 
Drated  Letter  to  the  Earl  of  Chesterfield  \  and 
he  was  at  last  pleased  to  comply  with  thu 
earnest  request,  by  dictating  it  to  me  from  his 
memory ;  ior  he  llelieved  that  he  himself  had 
no  copy.  There  was  an  animated  glow  in  his 
countenance  while  he  thus  recalled  his  high- 
minded  indignation. 

He  laughed  heartily  at  a  ludicrous  action  in 
the  court  of  session,  in  which  I  was  counsel. 
The  society  of  procurators,  or  attornies,  en- 
titled to  practise  in  the  inferior  courts  at 
Edinburgh,  had  obtained  a  royal  charter,  in 
which  they  had  taken  care  to  have  their  ancient 
designation  of  Procurators  chanced  into  that 
of  SoUcUorSy  from  a  notion,  as  they  supposed, 
that  it  was  more  genteel;  and  this  new  title 
they  displayed  by  a  public  advertisement  for 
a  creneral  meeting  at  their  hall. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  Scottish  nation  is 
not  distinguished  for  humour;  and,  indeed, 
what  happened  on  this  occasion  mav,  in  some 
degree, ,  ustify  the  remark ;  for  although  this 
society  had  contrived  to  make  themselves  a 
very  prominent  object  for  the  ridicule  of  such 
as  uiight  stoop  to  it,  the  only  joke  to  which  it 
gave  rise  was  the  following;  paragraph,  sent  to 
the  newspaper  called  '*  The  Caledonian  Mer- 
cury." 

**  A  correspondent  informs  us,  the  Wonbipful 
Society  of  Chaldeans,  Cadiet,  or  RmnmiMg-  Statumers 
of  this  city  are  resolved,  in  imitation,  and  encou- 
raged by  the  sihgular  success  of  their  brethren,  of 
an  equaJfy  retpe^ible  Society,  to  apply  for  a  Char- 
ter of  their  Privileges,  particularly  of  the  sole  pri- 
vilege of  raocaaiMo,  in  the  most  cxtensiTe  sense  of 


1  See  aM/l.  p.  85.  ~  C. 

s  Rof^al  SoUeUon,aUMM  Froeurmlors.  —  C. 

*  It  may  ttem  unlikely  that  Bofwell  should  have  garbled 
Johnfon't  sUt«nments,  yet,  recollecting  that  Botvell  was  now 
about  to  b»come  an  alwentee,  and  knowing  that  be  oecacionatlr 
twlfCad  Johnaoo'i  exprcaaioni  in  farour  of  his  own  viaws,  i 


the  word,  exclusive  of  chairmen,  porten,  pmif  • 
post  men,  and  other  inftrimr  raaks ;  thor  brathm. 

the  R — r-~L  S — l as,  alios  P—c^— u', 

b€fort  tks  xirriaioa  Courts  of  this  City,  alvsyt  a- 
cepted. 

**  Should  the  Worshipful  Society  be  neceifu], 
they  are  further  resolved  not  to  be  pufid  np  tbm- 
by,  but  to  demean  themselves  with  more  equm- 
mity  and  decency  than  their  r-y-A  Uanai,  ted 
very  modest  brethren  above  mentioned  hate  dooe, 
upon  their  late  dignification  and  evaltatMn.** 

A  majority  of  the  members  of  the  societT 
prosecuted  Mr.  Bobertaon,  the  paUishff  of  the 
paper,  for  damages ;  and  the  first  judgment  of 
the  whole  court  very  wiady  dismMed  ik 
action :  Solventur  risu  UHndm^  te  MaiMi  di^ 
But  a  new  trial  or  review  was  gruted  upon  i 
petition,  according  to  the  forms  in  SeoaiDd. 
This  petition  I  was  eDgaged  to  answer,  lod 
Dr.  Johnson,  with  great  alacrity,  funiihed  ne 
this  evening  with  what  foUowi.  [See  Ap- 
pendix.] 

I  am  ashamed  to  mention,  thai  the  court,  Vj 
a  plurality  of  voices,  without  having  a  vn^^ 
adoitional  circumstance  before  them,  revtrsed 
their  own  judgment,  made  a  aexioas  matter  of 
this  dull  and  foolish  joke,  and  adjudged  Mr. 
Robertson  to  pay  to  the  aodet^  fat  pooads 
(sterlinff  money)  and  coats  of  suit.  Ihe  dea- 
sion  will  seem  strange  to  English  lawyen. 

On  Tueadav,  June  5.,  Johnson  was  to  re- 
turn to  London.  He  was  very  niessBBt  i: 
breakfast:  I  menUoned  a  friena  of  ^i^ 
having  resolved  never  to  marry  a  vrcttt 
woman.  Johmsoh.  **  Sir,  it  is  a  very  nwLsk 
resolution  to  resolve  not  to  marry  a  prem 
woman.  Beauty  is  of  itself  very  estiaiu. 
No,  Sir,  I  would  prefer  m  pretty  wonsa,  gs- 
less  there  are  objectiona  to  her.  A  pR^ 
woman  may  be  foolish ;  ft  pretty  wonsa  ast 
be  wicked ;  a  pretty  woman  may  not  like  o< 
But  there  is  no  such  danger  in  msTTticc  & 
pretty  woman  as  is  apprehended ;  she  loIl  »•( 
be  persecuted  if  she  does  not  invite  p'p''^'' 
tion.  A  pretty  woman,  if  she  has  a  niM ' ' 
be  wicked,  can  find  a  readier  way  than  saouf . 
and  that  is  all.** 

I  accompanied  him  in  Mr.  Dilly*s  ckft>  *' 
Shefford,  where,  talking  of  Lord  bote  s :  '  * 

f>ing  to  Scotland,  he  aaid,  *^  As  an  Eo^ltsbt  .v 
should  wish  all  the  Scotch  gentlemeo  »i 
be  educated  in  England;  Scotland  «ou].  ■«* 
come  a  province ;  tiiey  would  snend  s^  "  ' 
rents  in  Kngland.** '  This  is  a  subject  oi'  -^ 
consequence,  and  much  delicacy.^  Tb'  » 
vantage  of  an  Engliah  edoealaosi  is  as  y^'. 
tionaUy  very  great  to  Scotch  frentirs"   • 
talents  and  ambition;  and  legnlar  vt%'^  ' 
Scotland,  and  perhaps  other  means^  mL:»' 


esoBot  bot 

former  opinkiot, 

context,  thai  to 

have  addM, 
»» 


Joliv 

'.  pyu  sia  STSL. 

what  be  wdA  **at  «■ 
if  mtmrkmm,i 
ISC. 


^T.  72, 


BOSWELL'S  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON, 


697 


eiTectoallj  used  to  prevent  tliem  from  being 
toUillj  estranged  from  their  native  country, 
anv  more  than  a  Cumberland  or  Northumber- 
land gentleman,  who  has  been  educated  in  the 
south  of  England.  I  own,  indeed,  that  it  is  no 
nnslX  misfortune  for  Scotch  gentlemen,  who 
have  neither  talents  nor  ambition,  to  be  edu- 
cated in  England,  where  they  may  be  perhaps 
di-ftinguishea  only  by  a  nickname,  lavish  their 
fortune  in  giving  expensive  entertainments  to 
those  who  Ciugh  at  them,  and  saunter  about 
as  mere  idle,  insignificant  hangers-on  even 
upon  the  foolish  great;  when,  if  Uiey  had  been 
ittdicioosly  brought  up  at  home,  uey  might 
nave  been  comfortable  and  creditable  memt^ 
of  society. 

At  Shefford  I  had  another  affectionate  part- 
ing from  my  revered  friend,  who  was  taken  up 
by  the  Bedford  coach  and  carried  to  the  me- 
tropolis. I  went  with  Messieurs  Dilly  to  see 
fome  friends  at  Bedford;  dined  with  the 
officers  of  the  militia  of  the  county,  and  next 
day  proceeded  on  my  journey. 

JOHNSON  TO  LANGTON. 

*«  Bolt  Court,  Juoo  1&  17SI. 

**  DsAa  Sir,—  How  weleoma  your  aeoount  of 
yourself  and  your  invitation  to  your  new  house 
«as  to  me,  I  need  not  tell  you,  who  eonsider  our 
friendship  not  only  as  formed  by  choice,  but  as 
matured  by  time.  We  have  been  now  long  enough 
acquainted  to  have  many  images  in  common, 
And  therefore  to  have  a  source  of  conversation 
vbich  neither  the  learning  nor  the  wit  of  a  new 
r  itnpanion  can  supply. 

«*  My  '  Lives  *  are  now  published ;  and  if  you 
viU  tell  me  whither  I  shall  send  them,  that  they 
nay  come  to  you,  I  will  take  care  that  you  shall 
Lot  be  wttbout  them. 

**  You  will  perhaps  be  glad  to  hear  that  Mrs. 
Tbrale  is  disencumbered  of  her  brewhouse ;  and 
'iiat  it  seemed  to  the  purchaser  so  far  from  an  evil, 
t(iAt  he  was  content  to  give  for  it  an  hundred  and 
thirty-0ve  thousand  pounds.    Is  the  nation  ruined? 

**  Please  to  make  my  respectful  compliments  to 
I^y  Rothes,  and  keep  me  in  the  memory  of  all 
thr  little  dear  iaroily,  particularly  Mrs.  Jane.  I 
d  za.  Sir,  your,  &c.,  Sam.  JoHMsoir.** 

Johnson's  charity  to  the  poor  was  uniform 
-.nd  extensive,  both  from  inclination  and  prin- 
'■i|rl«>.  lie  not  only  bestowed  liberally  out  of 
Win  own  purse,  but  what  is  more  difficult  js 
wfll  as  rare,  would  beg  from  others,  when  he 
Lad  proper  objects  in  view.    This   he   did 


■  Preteblv  the  Hemutfra  vf  Jokmtam,  published 
t.w :  Mc  amsi,  p.  S7.»Csoaaa. 


this 


*  VIm  Ktjnddt,  H  swns,  wtshed  lo  dltpOM  of  her  eoll«e> 
*  r..  41)4  thooght  tlut  Mra.  Thrsle  asl(ht  parchSM  and  paj 
.  r  .4  bjr  aa  aaaaltj.  —  Caoasa. 

*  t  prtet  this  hypsrlwHcs]  solofy  from  the  orlflnal  In  the 
'f^noUs  P^»n,  iMrt  Mr.  If  alone,  who  Irtt  Drodoead  It. 
;-r»t  U  with  vartattont  to  arcat  In  the  eBprssuoes.  sad  m 
•««li  tn  th«  aMantoff,  that  I  pr«Mr?e  U  as  a  curious  hutaniw 
u  Uiiibcaiion,  wtthoot,  as  far  as  I  eaa  •#•»  aay  sti^sst* 


judiciously  as  well  as  humanely.  Mr.  Philip 
Metcalfe  tells  me,  that  when  he  has  asked  him 
for  some  money  for  persons  in  distress,  and 
Mr.  Metcalfe  has  offered  what  Johnson  thought 
too  much,  he  insisted  on  taking  less,  saying, 
"No,  no.  Sir;  we  must  not  jumper  them. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Malone,  one  of  Sir 
Joshua  Reynolds*8  executors,  for  the  following 
note,  which  was  found  among  his  papers  after 
his  death,  and  which,  we  may  presume,  his  un- 
affected modesty  prevented  him  from  conunu- 
nicating  to  me  with  the  other  letters  from  Dr. 
Johnson  with  which  he  was  pleased  to  furnish 
me.  However  slight  in  itself,  as  it  does  honour 
to  that  illustrious  painter  and  most  amiable 
man,  I  am  happy  to  introduce  it. 

JOHNSON  TO  REYNOLDa 

**  June  23.  mi. 

*'  Dear  Sia,  —  It  was  not  before  yesterday  that 

I  received  your  splendid  benefaction.     To  a  hand 

so  liberal  in  distributing,  I  hope  nobody  will  envy 

the  power  of  acquiring.     I  am,  dear  Sir,  your,  &c., 

**  Sail  Jouksom.** 

The  following  letters  were  written  at  this 
time  by  Johnson  to  Miss  Reynolds;  the  latter, 
on  receiving  from  her  a  copy  of  her  "  Essay 
on  Taste,**  privately  printed  but  never  pub- 
lished. 

[JOHNSON  TO  MISS  RETNOLD& 

**SSth  June,  1781. 

'*  DsAa  Madam,  —  You  may  give  the  book  *  to 
Mrs.  Homcck  [p.  140.],  and  I  will  give  you  an* 
other  for  yourself. 

**  I  am  afraid  there  is  no  hope  of  Mrs.  Thra1e*s 
custom  for  your  pictures ;  but,  if  you  please.  1  will 
mention  it.  She  cannot  make  a  pension  out  of  her 
jointure.' 

**  I  will  bring  the  papers  myself.  I  am.  Madam, 
your  most  humble  servant  Sax.  Jqiimson." 

—  ReymoUt  MSS,] 

JOHNSON  TO  MISS  REYNOLDS.' 

**  Bolt  Court,  Juljr  SI.  1781. 
**  DcAEXvr  Madam,  —  There  is  in  these  [papen  9} 
such  force  of  comprebcRsion,  such  nicety  of  obser- 
vation, as  Loeke  or  Pascal  might  be  proud  of. 
This  I  say  with  an  intention  to  have  you  think 
I  speak  my  opinion.  They  cannot,  however,  be 
printed  in  their  present  state.  Many  of  your  notiona 
aeem  not  very  clear  in  your  own  mind ;  many  are 
not  sufficiently  developed  and  expanded  for  the 
common  reader :  the  espressioo  almost  every  where 


JOHNSON  TO  M188  REYNOLDS. 

**  Bolt  Court.  Janr  Ml  1781. 
**  Dbabist  If  ADAM,  ~-  TbcTO  It  lo  thcM  {jtmget  or  rrmark$\ 
fueh  depot  of  memetrmU»m,  tuch  nicety  of  nlMTTAtion.  m 
Locke  w  Patcai  aiif ht  be  proud  of.  ThU  /  tlc$ire  jtam  to 
Mi<9t  ii  fay  rtmi  opinion.  However.  AT  cannot  be  pmlihked 
in  tf«  present  state.  M anj  of  your  ootloot  i^rin  not  to  be  rerj 
dear  In  your  own  rolod  {  many  are  not  taflciently  developed 
and  expanded  for  the  comtoon  reader :  H  wantt  every  where 
to  be  nude  smoother  and  ptainer.  You  may,  by  revital  and 
eorreMom,  raalie  It  a  very  elegant  aad  a  err|r  otrumM  vork» 
I  aai.  my  daarsst  dear,  your,  Ac,  Sam.  Jobxsoh.** 

—  jMlear. 


wants  to  be  made  dearer  and  smoother.  You  mayt 
bj  rerisal  and  improvement,  make  it  a  verj  degnni 
work.  I  am*  my  dearest  dear,  your  most  bumble 
earmat,  Sam.  Jomnox.** 

JOHNSON  TO  ASTLE.> 

**Jaljl7.mi. 

**SiBf  —  I  am  ashamed  that  you  hare  been 
forced  to  call  so  often  for  your  books,  but  it  baa 
been  by  no  &ult  on  either  side.  They  have  never 
been  out  of  my  bands,  nor  have  I  ever  been  at 
home  Without  seeing  you ;  for  to  see  a  man  so 
skilful  in  the  antiquities  of  my  country  is  an 
opportunity  of  improvement  not  willingly  to  be 
missed. 

**  Your  notes  on  Alfred  appear  to  me  very  judi- 
cious and  accurate^  hot  they  are  too  few.  Many 
things  familiar  to  you  are  unknown  to  me,  and  to 
most  others ;  and  you  muat  not  think  too  fitvour- 
ably  of  your  readers :  by  supposing  them  knowing, 
you  will  leave  them  ignorant  Measure  of  land, 
and  value  of  money,  it  is  of  great  importance  to 
state  with  care.     Had  the  Saxons  any  gold  coin  ? 

**  I  have  much  curiosity  after  the  manners  and 
transactions  of  the  middle  ages,  but  have  wanted 
either  diligence  or  opportunity,  or  both.  Tou, 
Sir,  have  great  opportunities,  and  I  wish  you  both 
diligence  and  success.     I  am,  Sir,  fte., 

**  Sam.  JoHvaoir.'* 

The  following  curious  anecdote  I  insert  m 
Dr.  Bumey*8  own  words : 

**  Dr.  Burner  related  to  Dr.  Johnson  the  par- 
tiality which  his  writings  had  excited  in  a  friend 
of  Dr.  Burney's,  the  late  Mr.  Bewley',  well  known 
in  Norfolk  by  the  name  of  the  PhUo9€pker  tf  Afos- 
tinghami  who,  from  the  Ramblers  and  plan  of  his 
Dictionary,  and  loi^  before  the  author's  fiune  was 
estoblished  by  the  Dictionary  itself;  or  any  other 
work,  bad  conceived  such  a  reverence  for  him,  that 
he  earnestly  begged  Dr.  Burney  to  give  him  the 
cover  oi  the  first  letter  he  had  received  from  him, 
as  a  relic  of  so  estimable  a  writer.  This  was  in 
1755.  In  1760,  when  Dr.  Burney  viaited  Dr. 
Johnson  nt  the  Temple,  in  London,  where  he  had 
then  chambers,  he  happened  to  arrive  there  before 
be  was  up ;  and  being  shown  into  the  room  where 
he  was  to  breakfhst,  finding  himself  alone,  he 
examined  the  contents  of  the  apartment,  to  try 
whether  he  could,  undiscovered,  steal  any  thing  to 
send  to  his  fKend  Bewley,  aa  another  relic  of  the 
Admirable  Dr.  Johnaon.  But  finding  nothing 
better  to  his  purpose^  he  cut  some  bristles  off  his 
hearth-broom,  and  encloaed  them  in  a  letter  to  bis 
country  entbosiaat,  who  rseeived  tfaem  with  doe 
reverence.  The  Doctor  waa  so  sensible  of  the 
honour  done  to  him  by  a  man  of  genitw  and 
science,  to  whom  he  was  an  utter  stranger,  that  be 


1  [ilnf^,  p.  48.  n.  8.  —  C]  The  will  of  King  Alfr«I,  sllnded 
to  In  thU  Mttar,  from  the  orlgiiul  Ssxod,  la  the  library  of 
Mr.  Aitle,  has  been  printed  at  the  oxpanae  of  the  Ualvaniir 
of  Oxford —  BotwBLL. 

s  Mr.  WUU«m  Bewlsr  wm  a  Monthly  Rovtower.  sad  dtod  in 
the  houM  of  Dr.  BoriMy,  lu  1788.  If  ihU  anccdoCo  woro 
Mrfously  Cmo,  Mr.  Bowlmrnlf  bt  hare  bsoa  buttar  esllod  an 
id»oittuamemikm$iatt.  That  ho  aboald  hairo  rmlly  rocoivod 
the  brUOet  with  rwcrfor— that  Bomovtbould  not  have 
OMntionod  the  IheC  to  Joboson  for  trntrntpfite  pmn,  «d  that 
Johnson  ahould  have  eoosldond  It  at  aa  Jhmam,  would  bo 
very  ftrsafo.  Nor  does  the  story  acquire  oraeh  ooafti 


aaid  to  Dr.  Burney,  'Sir,  there isooana 
of  the  anellest  portion  of  modesty,  baft  ■■!  W 
flattered  with  the  adanratioa  of  soeh  a  ma.   Ill  , 
give  him  a  set  of  ay  lives^  if  ha  will  da  at  tkt  ^ 
honour  to  aeeept  of  them.'  In  this  he  kept  hn  word;  | 
and   "Dr.   Burney  had  net  only  tka  plsssne  of  i 
gratifying  his  firicnd  with  a  pnHBt  moet  wmthv 
of  his  acceptance    than  the  scgBMit  from  the 
hearth-broom,  bat  soon  alker  introdaeing  bin  lo 
Dr.  Johnaon  himself  in  Bolt  Coort,  widi  vhos  be 
had  the  setisfoctioQ  of  eonveisiag  a  ccRMdmble  ' 
time,  not  a  fbrtnigbt  before  his  death;  vbkk 
happened  in  Bt.  Burtui%  Btreet,  duiing  ni  rutt 
to  Dr.  Bmnsy,  in  the  booae  [Mo.  96^1  wk«t  ik 
great  Sir  laaae  Newton  had  Uvedaid disdbdhia' 

In  one  of  his  little  memorandam-bofib  a 
the  ibUawing  minnte: 

*  Angnst  9.,  S  r.M.,  sstat  72,  m  the  lammer- 
bonse  at  Strestham.  After  innumersble  rctohi- 
tions  formed  and  negleeted,  I  hare  retired  hitlMr, 
to  plan  a  Ufii  of  greater  diKgcnca^  in  bepe  tbit  I 
may  yet  be  naalU^  and  be  daily  batter  pn^wd  t» 
appear  before  my  Creator  and  my  JwigB,  hm 
whose  infinite  merey  I  humbly  call  for  sMiMsit 
andsupporL  My  porpoae  is,— To  psM  ei|bt 
houn  every  day  in  some  serious  cnploynat 
Having  preyed,  I  porpoae  to  employ  the  aeit  «a 
weeks  opoo  the  Italin  langnage  ht  ny  ifttU 


I 

I 

How  Tenerably  piou  doee  he  ^fB^  ■ 
these  momento  of  aoHtade  I  end  how  ifsriicd 
are  his  resolutbns  for  the  improreBeBft  of  )m  j 
mind,  eren  in  elegant  literature,  tl  s  7^  | 
advanced  period  of  life,  and  when  tOkuc 
with  many  complaints  ( 

In  antomn  he  went  to  Oxford,  Binuo^bs. 
Lichfield,  and  Ashbourne,  for  which  vcrr  e^^ 
reasons  might  be  given  in  the  conjectonl  jfi  , 
positive  manner  of  writers,  who  are  proud  ^ 
account  for  every  event  which  they  rebk.  . 
He  himself,  however,  says,  ^  The  mociTo  ti* 
my  journey  I  hardly  know :  I  onutted  It  U^ 
year,  and  am  not  willing  to  miss  it  agta-  ' 
(Pr.  and  Med^  p.  198.)     But  some  good  ti»* 
siderations  ariseT amongst  whidi  is  &e  kin  > 
recollection  of  Mr.  Hector,  saigeon,  of  Hr- 
mingham.    *^  Hector  is  likewise  aa  old  frvv^ 
the  only  companion  of  my  childhood  that  fa.«< 
throng^  the  school  with  me.     We  hare  thnn 
loved  one  another;  perhaps  we  sMy  be  nadr  • 
better  by  some  seriom  conversation;  sf  vb:^  ^ 
hoprever,  I  have  no  distinct  hope.* 

He  says,  too,  *"  At  Lichfield,  my  ascive  fdtrr. 
I  hope  to  show  a  jj^ood  exanmle  by  bvp-'^ 
attendance  on  pubhc  worship 

fWaa  llsdame  D*Arbl»*i 
Cbart,  where  JohnMm  did 
tb«  anltnad  date.    I 
mereplasHBttry.  ^  O 

*  Tnis  otmrvatloii,  Jost 
here ;  for  this  had  bsen,  m 


or  his  health 
Thrale's 


^T.74, 


BOSWELL'S  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


699 


[JOHNSON  TO  DR.  PATT£N. 

-8«pt.M.178l. 

M  Dbab  Sim,  -*  It  is  lo  long  tinoc  we  passed  sajr 
time  together,  that  70a  may  be  allowed  to  bave 
forgotten  toine  part  of  my  character ;  and  I  know 
not  upon  what  other  sapposition  I  ean  pass  with- 
out censure  or  complaint  the  ceremony  of  your 
address.  Let  me  not  trifle  time  in  words,  to  which 
while  we  ^cafc  or  write  them  we  assign  little 
memis^.  Wbanevcr  you  Ihroar  roe  with  a  letter, 
ticet  me  as  one  that  is  glad  of  your  kindness  and 
prood  of  yonr  esteem. 

<*  The  papers  which  have  been  sent  for  my  perusal 
1  am  nadj  to  inspeet,  if  you  judge  my  inapeetton 
necessary  or  useful :  but  indeed,  I  do  not ;  ibr 
what  advantage  can  arise  from  it?  A  dictionary 
consists  of  independent  parts,  and  therefi»re  one 
page  is  not  much  a  specimen  of  the  rest.  It  does 
not  occur  to  me  that  I  can  give  any  asnstance  to 
the  author,  and  fbr  my  own  interest  I  resign  it  into 
your  hands,  and  do  not  suppose  that  I  diall  ever 
see  my  name  with  regret  where  you  shall  think  it 
proper  to  he  put. 

^  I  think  it,  however,  my  duty  to  inform  a 
writer  who  intends  me  so  great  an  honour,  that  in 
my  opisioo  he  would  have  eonsulted  his  interest 
by  aedieattng  his  work  to  some  powerful  and 
popular  neighbour,  who  can  give  him  more  than  a 
name.  What  will  the  world  do  but  look  00  and 
iMigh  when  one  scholar  dedicates  to  another? 

*•  If  I  hnd  been  eonsulted  about  this  Lczicoa  ef 
AniiquiticB  while  it  was  yet  only  a  design,  I  should 
have  recommended  rather  a  division  of  Hebrew, 
Greek,  and  Roman  particulars  into  three  volumes, 
than  •  cosnbination  in  one.  Tlie  Hebrew  part,  at 
loMt,  I  would  have  wished  to  separate,  as  it  might 
he  a  ^err  popular  book,  of  which  the  use  might  be 
rsteoded  from  men  of  learning  down  to  the  English 
rtadrr,  and  which  might  become  a  concomitant  to 
the  Family  Bible. 

•  When  works  of  a  multifhrious  and  extensive 
kind  are  undertaken  in  the  country,  the  necessary 
books  are  not  always  known.  I  remember  a  very 
learned  aod  ingenious  clergyman ',  of  whom,  when 
be  had  published  notes  upon  the  Psalms,  I  in- 
f)uifed  what  was  his  opinion  of  Hammond's  Com- 
nieotary,  aod  was  answered,  that  he  had  never 
h^Afd  of  it.  As  this  gentleman  has  the  opportu- 
r.ity  of  consulting  yon,  it  needs  not  to  be  supposed 
U^t  be  has  not  heard  of  all  the  proper  books ;  but 
unices  be  is  near  some  library,  I  know  not  how  be 
cuuld  peruse  them ;  and  if  he  is  conscious  that  his 
wmpeOtx  i»  nimit  anputta,  it  would  be  prudent  to 
drUj  his   publication  till  his  deficiencies  may  be 

•upfilled. 

-  It  seems  not  very  candid  to  hint  any  suspicions 
of  tmperlcctioo  m  a  work  which  I  have  not  seen, 
\rt  what  1  have  said  ought  to  be  excused,  since  I 
raniMH  but  wish  well  to  a  learned  man,  who  has 


%^  m^,  9.  €t9^  sa  slloskm  to  Mr.  Mudfs's  notss  on 
Pwlms.  vboce  Mr.  CluUiMrB  vsiyJuMly  eondudsf  Ihst 


»  Dr 
c  .1  «-||»,  A 

u«i  rvl 


Buaeir 
aa.    J' 


B>.4»i^  H 


Fatten  had  bsaa  s  Fsllow  of  Corpm  Chrlatl 
ITVi,  D.  D.  17M.    He  wu  sfterwardb  Rector 

kt.  wh0n  hm  dMl  In  1790.    Tb*  IMter  In  tbs 

to  Mr.  WUioa't  Arekmologicmt  Dictionary, mh^h 
'  '  dtdkatftf  to  Johnum.  8«epo«i.  SI  Dec.  ITSS. 
ioa««,  of  Nsf  Isnd.  draeHbe*  Pafetra  u  ooe  of 
•  ••  «xcell«nc  friend!  "  In  mrly  life—  "  s  man 
■SDMrt  and   aaquettiuaaMs  snidldoa''  — 


elected  me  for  the  honour  of  a  dedication,  and  to 
whom  I  am  indebted  for  a  corr -spondence  so 
valuable  as  yours.  And  I  beg  the*  I  may  not  lose 
any  part  of  his  kindness,  which  I  consider  with 
respectful  gratitude.  Of  you,  dear  Sir,  I  entreat 
tha^  you  will  never  agein  forget  for  so  long  a  time 
your  most  bumble  servant,  Sam.  Joanaoa.**' 

-^GtmL  May, 

JOHNSON  TO  MR&  THRALE. 

•»  OMford^  OetaUr  17.  1781.  _  On  Monday 
evening  arrived  at  the  Angel  ion  at  Oxford,  Mr. 
Jobnaoo  and  Mr.  Barbert  erithaut  any  sinister 
accident. 

**  I  am  here;  but  why  am  T  here?  on  my  way 
to  Lichfield,  where  I  Mieve  Mrs.  Aston  will  be 
glad  to  see  me.  We  have  known  each  other  long, 
and,  by  consequence,  are  both  old;  and  she  b 
parslytio;  and  if  I  do  not  see  her  soon,  I  may 
see  her  no  more  in  this  world.  To  make  a  visit  on 
such  eonsidemtions  is  to  go  on  a  melancholy  ermnd. 
But  such  is  the  course  of  life. 

••Liek/Ud,  OeUhtr  SO.  1781.  —  I  wrote  from 
Osford,  where  I  staid  two  days.  On  ThurHiay  I 
went  to  Birmingham,  and  was  told  by  Hector  Uiat 
I  should  not  ht  well  so  soon  as  I  expected ;  but 
that  well  I  should  be.  Mrs.  Careless  took  me 
under  her  care^  and  told  me  anAca  /  had  Ua  tntmgh. 
On  Friday  I  came  hither,  and  have  escaped  the 
poet^haises'  all  the  way.  Every  body  here  is  as 
kind  aa  I  expected ;  I  think  Lucy  is  kinder  than 
ever." 

"  A»kbown*t  NovemUr  10.  1781 Yesterday  I 

came  to  Ashbourne,  and  last  night  I  had  very  little 
rest  Dr.  Taylor  lives  on  milk,  and  grows  every 
day  better,  and  is  not  wholly  without  hope. 

**  lAehfiddt  Ikeember  3.  1 781.  —  I  am  now  come 
beck  to  Lichfield,  where  I  do  not  intend  to  stay 
long  enough  to  receive  another  letter.  I  have 
little  to  do  here  but  to  take  leave  of  Mrs.  Aston. 
I  hope  not  the  last  leave.  But  Christians  may 
with  more  confidence  than  Sophonisha 

« Avremo  tosto  lungo  lunso  spasio 
Per  stare  assieme,  et  fahl  forse  etcmo.** 


JOHNSON  TO  ALLEN*, 
JSpA  Cbarf. 
"Aihboonis,  NovssBber  «.  17SI. 
*•  Dxaa  Sia*  —  I  am  weary  enough  of  the  coun- 
try to  think  of  Bdt  Court,  and  pufpose  to  leave 
AshboorDe,  when  1  now  am,  in  a  day  or  two»  and 
to  make  ny  way  through  Lichfidd,  Birmingham, 
and  Oifatd,  with  what  expedition  I  decently  can, 
and  then  we  will  bate  a  row  and  a  dinner,  and  now 
and  then  a  dish  of  tea  together. 


*  He 

log  to 


dM 


In 


*    Ws  100a  shsll  fiad,  la  nutual  000 
A  loBg,  perhaps  stsrasl,  ipscs  of 


nf  iWMt  fhalisi 


bUaft. 


s  Conawnlcslad  to  sse  bv  Mr.  P.  CeoBiafbaai :  vho 
also  ta  a  secbiC-book  of  Allsn't,  —awriads  oC  Johi 
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I  doubt  not  but  you  have  been  to  kind  as  to  tend 
the  ojtten  to  Lichfield,  and  I  now  beg  that  you 
will  let  Mn.  Desmoulins  have  a  guinea  on  my 
aoeount 

My  health  has  been  but  indifferent,  much  of  the 
time  I  hare  been  out,  and  my  journey  has  not 
supplied  much  entertainment. 

•*  I  shall  be  at  Lichfield,  I  suppose,  long  enough 
to  receive  a  letter,  and  I  desire  Mrs.  Desmoulins 
to  write  immediately  what  she  knows.  I  wish  to  be 
told  about  Frank's  wife  and  child.'  I  am,  dear 
Sir,  your  most  humble  serrant, 
—  MS.  «*Sam.  Joamov.*^ 

My  correspondence  with  him  daring  the  rest 
of  this  year  was,  I  faiow  not  why,  very  scanty, 
and  all  on  mv  side.  I  wrote  him  one  letter  to 
introduce  Mr.  Sinclwr  (now  Sir  John),  the 
member  for  Caithness*,  to  his  acquaintance; 
and  informed  him  in  another  that  my  wife  had 
affain  been  affected  with  alarming  symptoms  of 
iunffffff- 


CHAPTER  LXXIV. 
1782. 

Death  of  Robert  Levett,  —  TerMf  to  hie  Memory. ~^ 
CkatUrUm.  —  Dr.  Lawrence.  — Death  of  Friend- 
$hip.  —  «  Beamtiet  "  and  *«  DeformUUe  "  of  John- 
ton.  —  Mieery  of  being  in  Debt  —  Six  Rulet  for 
TrateUert.  —  Dtath  of  Lord  Anehinteck.  — 
"  Kindnesi  and  Fondnesi.** —  Life.  —  Old  Age. 

Evil*  of  Poverty.  —  Prayer  on  leaving  Strea- 

thorn,  —  Vieit  to  Cowdrey.  —  Nichol$*8  •*  Ante- 
datet.**  ^  miion*s  **  Arehaohgieal  Dictionary.** 
—  Dr.  Patten. 

In  1782  his  complaints  increased,  and  the  his- 
tory of  his  life  this  year  is  little  more  than  a 
mournful  recital  of  the  variations  of  his  illness, 
in  the  midst  of  which,  however,  it  will  appear 
fW>m  his  letters,  that  the  powers  of  his  mind 
were  in  no  degree  impaired. 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

•*  Jan.  5.  im. 

«  Dbak  Sib,  —  I  sit  down  to  answer  your  letter 
on  the  same  day  in  which  •!  received  it,  and  am 
pleased  that  my  first  letter  of  the  year  is  to  you. 
No  man  ought  to  be  at  case  while  he  knows  him- 
self in  the  wrong ;  and  I  have  not  sstisfied  myself 
with  my  long  silence.  The  letter  relating  to  Mr. 
Sinclair,  however,  was,  I  believe,  never  brought. 

*' My  health  has  been  tottering  this  last  year; 
and  I  can  give  no  very  laudable  account  of  my 
time.  I  am  always  hoping  to  do  better  than  I 
have  ever  hitherto  done.  My  Journey  to  Ash- 
bourne  and  Staffordshire  was  not  pleasant;  fijr 


1  Barber  was  with  him  on  thli  Joorerjr :  the  whole  letter 
exhibits  mmuli^  of  Johason't  charity  and  ffood  nature 
toward*  hli  humble  fHecMb.  —  Caoan. 

s  The  Right  Hon.  Sir  John  Sinclair  of  Ulbtter.  Bart. ;  a 
Toiuminoue  writer  on  afrieulture  and  »tatluic«.  —  Csoass. 


what  enjoyment  has  a  sick  man  visitiflg  the  drk  ? 
Shall  we  ever  have  another  firolic  like  our  jaurr^T 
to  the  Hebrides? 

**  I  hope  that  dear  Mrs.  Borrdl  will  sannou;.t 
her  complaints :  in  losing  her  you  will  lose  jouz 
anchor,  and  be  tossed,  without  stability,  by  the 
waves  of  life.'  I  with  both  you  and  her  very  mai«/ 
years,  and  very  happy. 

**  For  some  months  past  I  have  been  so  with- 
drawn from  the  world,  that  I  can  acnd  you  notbiaz 
particular.  All  your  friends,  bowerer,  ai«  w«i;. 
and  will  be  glad  of  your  return  to  London.  I  am, 
dear  Sir»  &e.. 


At  a  time  when  he  was  less  able  than  he  h&J 
once  been  to  sustain  a  shock,  he  was  sQdd«>ri!T 
deprived  of  Mr.  Levett;  which erent  he  tiii» 
communicated  to  Dr.  Lawrence. 

JOHNSON  TO  LAWRENCE. 


n.v 
«  Sia, »  Our  old  friend,  Mr.  LewCt,  wbo 
last  night  eminently  eheerfril,  died  this 
The  man  who  lay  in  the  same  room, 
uncommon  noiae^  got  up  and  tried  to  make 
speak,  but  without  effect.    He  then  cnUed 
Holder,  the  apothecary,  who,  though  when  be 
he  thought  him  dead,  opened  a  vein,  but 
draw  no  blood.     So  has  ended  the  long 
very  useful  and  very  UameleaB  man.     I 
your  most  humble  servant,         Sam.  Jobiuo4l 


Li  one  of  hia  memorandnm^booki 
possession  is  the  following  entry : 

**  January  Sa,  Sunday,  Robot  Levett  wi 
in  the  churchyard  of  Bridewell,  bct»ectt 
two  in  the  afternoon.     He  died  on  Tburadnv 
about  teven  in  the  morning,  by  an 
death.     He  was  an  old  and  fidtfalul 
have  known  him  from  about  1746. 
May  God  have  mercy  on  him !     Maj  be 
mercy  on  me  1 " 

Such  was  Johnson's  afieetioiiate  r^ard 
Levett  ^ ,  that  he  honoured  his 

the  following  pathetic 


1 


^vt 


r  „ 


**  Condemn'd  to  Hope^  ddusivc 
As  on  we  toil  from  day  to  day. 
By  sudden  blast  or  slow  decltao 
Our  social  eomfiirts  drop  away. 

'*  Well  try*d  through  many  a  varying 
See  Levett  Co  the  grave  descend ; 
Officious,  innocent,  sincere^ 

Of  every  friendlets  name  the  frimtL 

«  Tet  still  he  fills  affcction^k  eye. 
Obscurely  wise  and  eoarsely  kind  ; 
Nor,  letter'd  arrogance,  deny 
Thy  praise  to  merit  unreliBedL 

<«  When  &tnting  Nature  calTd  fer  aid. 
And  hovering  death  prrparv4  the 
His  vigorous  remedy  «Usplay*d 
The  power  of  art  without  ibe 


s  The  truth  of  thit  has  been  peorei  In-  Mi ' 
Boewux.    Mrs.  BoiweU  died  Jnne  4.  IT^  ~ 


*  Sea  sa  account  of  him,  aaar,  p.  Tt.  a.  7.  —  i* 


^T.  73. 
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<*  In  miBerj't  darkest  caverm  known, 

Hjs  reidy  help  was  ever  nigh, 
Where  hopeless  anguish  pour'd  his  groan, 
And  lonely  want  retired  to  die.* 

**  No  summons  mock'd  by  chill  delsy. 
No  petty  gains  disdained  by  pride : 
The  modest  wanU  of  every  day 
Tlie  toil  of  every  day  supply *d. 

"His  virtues  walk'd  their  narrow  round. 
Nor  made  a  pause,  nor  left  a  void ; 
And  sure  the  eternal  Master  found 
llis  tingle  talent*  well  employU 

«Thc  busy  day,  the  peaceful  night', 
Unfelt,  uncounted,  glided  by ; 
His  frame  was  firm,  his  powers  were  bright. 
Though  now  his  eightieth  year  was  nigh. 

"  Then,  with  no  throbs  of  fiery  pain. 
No  cold  gradations  of  decay. 
Death  broke  at  once  the  viul  chain. 
And  freed  his  soul  the  nearest  way." 

[JOHNSON  TO  MR.  BEATNIFFE, 
Recorder  offftill. 
**  BoU  C<mn,  Fleet  Street,  Februsrf  14. 17W. 

Sit, Robert  Levett,  with  whom  I  have  been 

connected  by  a  friendship  of  many  yean,  died 
lately  at  my  house.  His  death  was  sudden,  and 
no  will  has  yet  been  found ;  I  therefore  gave  notice 
of  his  death  io  the  papers,  that  an  heir,  if  he  has 
say,  may  appciir.  He  has  left  very  little ;  but  of 
that  litUe  his  brother  is  doubtless  heir,  and  your 
friend  may  be  perhaps  his  brother.  I  have  had 
soother  application  from  one  who  calls  himself  bis 
brother ;  and  I  suppose  it  is  fit  that  the  claimant 
should  give  some  proofs  of  his  relation.  I  would 
gladly  know,  from  the  gentleman  that  thinks  him^ 
•elf  R.  Levett's  brother, 

"In  what  year,  and  in  what  parish,  R.  Levett 
vttborn? 

**  Mliere  or  how  was  he  educated  ? 

"  What  waa  bis  early  course  of  life  ? 

**  What  were  the  marks  of  hii  person ;  has  stature ; 
the  colour  of  his  eyes  ? 

**  Was  he  marked  by  the  small-pox  ? 

**  Hsd  he  any  impediment  in  his  speech  ? 

**  What  rel^ions  had  he,  and  how  many  are  now 
fiving? 


*  JohMOD  rspestsd  this Uos  to bm  thos: 

**  And  Isboor  Meals  so  hoar  to  die.'* 
Bm  he  sllsrwards  sltcrcd  It  to  the  preteat 


Bos. 


Mr 


>  AUosloa  to  the  psrSbU,  Bfstthew  zsv.  15. —Csoasa. 

*  Johatoa,  wtio  used  to  dUpsrsfs  Orsy  lo  moeh,  foand 
hto  happy  esprsMloiM  Unferinf  In  hU  memory. 

almidpolatedout  to  m*  that  "  J%e  kmeg  4am —ike 

f^atfM  «£**  ^  arete  Orsy'i  Odr  oa  rMgeUmdet,  sod  **  J»f 
tkaufkUru  4m9,  the  Miy  «%*f.'*  te  his  VereeernKtom  CU^ 
tmf  —  Caoftsa,  IM7. 

<  The  rataks  of  JoliBMD*t  laqolrtss  were,  titst  I^rett  wss 
^m  t  West  Ella,  stevt  At*  mtlcs  from  Hull;  yss  tup- 
pu^  to  be  about  7§  years  old.  wu  the  eldert  of  s  .^mtty  of 
x^  children,  sad  Ish  two  toothen  sad  a  flslar  Uviag.— 

*  Thu  not*  waa  te  snswer  to  one  which  ■ccomMnled  ooe 
«r  Uie  evHMt  sampbleta  on  the  snl^eet  of  Chsttertoo*t 
(vrfrry.  ■lit  III sd  "Ciusory  ObMrrsUoot  on  the  Foemt 
«iribuied  lo  Tbomai  Bowfay.'*  Ac.  Mr.  Thomsft  Wsrton't 
^Tj  Mm  ••  Inquiry  •'  sppowed  shout  three  months  sfter- 
•4nb:  Hid  Mr.  Tyrwhltt's  sdmlmblo  **  VlndicaUoo  of  his 

idis/*  la  thesaauaer  o(  the  iMBe  year,  left  the  beUevers 


**  His  answer  to  these  questions  will  show  whe- 
ther he  knew  him ;  and  he  may  then  proceed  to 
show  that  he  is  his  brother. 

**  He  may  be  sure,  that  nothing  shall  bo  hastily 
wasted  or  removed.  I  have  not  looked  into  his 
boxes,  but  transferred  that  business  to  a  gentleman 
in  the  neighbourhood,  of  character  above  suspi. 
eion.^  Sax.  Joumson."] 

^Hdrwood  MSS, 

JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  STRAHAN. 

"Feb.  4. 1781. 

*' Dxia  Madam, —  Mrs.  Williams  showed  me 
your  kind  letter.  This  little  habitation  la  now  hut 
a  melancholy  place,  clouded  with  the  gloom  of  dis- 
ease and  death.  Of  the  four  inmates,  one  has  been 
suddenly  snatched  away;  two  are  oppressed  by 
very  afflictive  and  dangerous  illness ;  and  I  tried 
yesterday  to  gain  some  relief  by  a  third  bleeding 
from  a  disorder  which  has  for  some  time  distressed 
me,  and  I  think  myself  to-day  much  better. 

**  I  am  glad,  dear  Madam,  to  hear  that  you  are 
so  ht  recovered  as  to  go  to  Bath.  Let  me  once 
more  entreat  you  to  stay  till  your  health  u  not  only 
obtained,  but  confirmed.  Your  fbrttme  is  such  as 
that  no  moderate  expense  deserves  your  care ;  and 
you  have  a  htisband  who^  I  believe,  does  not  re- 
gard it  Stay,  therefore,  till  you  are  quite  well. 
I  am,  for  my  part,  very  much  deserted ;  but  com- 
plaint is  useless.  I  hope  God  will  bless  you,  and  I 
desire  you  to  form  the  same  wish  for  me.  1  am, 
dear  Madam,  &c.,  Sam.  Jouksok.'* 

JOHNSON  TO  MALONE. 

"  Feb.  ST.  ma. 

'*  Sia,  •—  I  have  for  many  weeks  been  so  much 
out  of  ftrder,  that  I  have  gone  out  only  in  a  coach 
to  Mrs.  Thrale's,  where  I  can  use  all  the  freedom 
that  sickness  requires  Do  not,  therefore,  take  it 
amiss,  that  I  am  not  with  you  and  Dr.  Farmer. 
I  hope  hereaftor  to  see  you  often.    I  am.  Sir,  &c., 

**  Sam.  JoflysoM.** 

JOHNSON  TO  MALONE. 

■•  March  S.  1791. 
"  Dbae  Sia,  —  I  hope  I  grow  better,  and  shall 
soon  be  able  to  enjoy  the  kindnev  of  my  frieiuis. 
I  think  this  wild  adherence  to  Chatterton  *  more 
unaccountable  than  the  obstinate  defence  of  Oiaian. 
In  Ossian  there  is  a  national  pride,  which  may  be 

to  this  dsitnr  Impoetnre  aotbtef  but  '*  the  rmolattoa  to  my 
again  what  bad  been  said  belbre.^*  Dsrlog.  however,  ss  thfs 
fiction  wai,  and  wild  st  was  the  adherence  to  Chatterton, 
both  were  grMtly  exceeded  fai  17M  sod  the  Mlowlof  vasr, 
by  a  tail  snore  audadout  Importore,  sod  the  pertlnadty  of 
one  of  ttt  sdherenU.  who  hai  ImroortallMd  bli  name  by  pub- 
Ikhlnf  a  bulky  volume,  of  which  the  direct  sad  nunlfett 
oUect  wa*,to  prove  the  authenticity  of  certain  iiapenattrl. 
buted  to  Shalupeare,  sfter  the  friiricstor  of  the  •vurious 
trssh  had  publicly  acknowledged  the  fanpoiture.  —  MAVom. 
Mr.  Mslooe  alludee  to  the  forgeffy,  by  Mr.  WUlIsm  Henry 
Irelsad,  of  the  Shskencarisa  pspen  wbkh  were  exhibited, 
with  a  rUkulotts  mixture  of  pomp  and  myttery,  st  his 


fhther'e  houM  to  Norfolk  ftreeC  ft  leems  sesrcelv 
edvable  how  each  psIpsMe  Impocltleos  could  hsve  deceived 
the  BMst  IgnorsDt ;  sod  yeC  there  were  aomerout  dupes 
In  the  crtticsl  sad  Utersry  dreles  of  the  day.  Mr.  W.  H. 
Irelsad  sllerwaidi  p^Uhed  a  fUl  and  mlaute  coafesslon 
of  the  whole  proarsM  of  hU  fbrgery  i  but,  with  a  curious 
obctiascy.  he,  la  this  work,  vehesMatly  seeuiee  of  Uindnesf, 
Ignoraaee,  and  bad  faitli,sll  thoie  who  detected  what  he  con- 
ftaiiw  to  hsve  been  sa  Impoeture,  sod  Is  eooslly  lSTi«b  io 
pndM  ef  the  dkeerameat  and  Indgnoat  of  thoee  whom  be 
proves  to  have  besa  dopes — Csoaia.  Be  died  to  IU« — 
VraioaT. 
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forgiven,  tlioiigfa  it  canool  be  applauded.  In 
Chatterton  there  is  nothing  but  the  retolution  to 
saj  again  what  has  onee  been  sud.     I  am.  Sir,  &e., 

**  6am.  Jobvson.** 

These  ihort  letters  shoir  the  rmrd  which 
Dr.  Johnson  entertained  for  Mr.  lulone,  who 
the  more  he  is  known  is  the  more  hiehlj  valued. 
It  is  mnch  to  be  regretted  that  clohnson  was 
prevented  from  sharinff  the  elegant  hospitality 
of  that  gentleman's  table,  at  which  he  woula 
in  everj  respect  have  been  fully  gratified.  Mr. 
Malone,  who  lias  so  ably  succemed  him  as  an 
editor  of  Shakspeare,  has,  in  his  Preface,  done 
great  and  just  honour  to  Johnson's  memory. 

JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  POBTER. 

•*  London,  Munch  1. 17SS. 

**  DsAm  BCaham,  —  I  went  away  from  Lichfield 
ill,  and  have  had  a  troublesome  time  with  my 
breath.  For  some  weeks  I  have  been  disordf  red 
by  a  eold,  of  which  I  could  not  get  the  violence 
abated  till  I  had  been  let  blood  three  times.  I 
have  not,  however,  been  eo  bad  but  that  I  eould 
have  written,  and  am  torry  that  I  neglected  it 

•*  My  dwelling  is  but  melancholy.  Both  Wil. 
liams,  and  Desmoulins,  and  myself,  are  very  sickly ; 
Frank  is  not  well ;  and  poor  Lcvett  died  In  his  bed 
the  other  day  by  a  sudden  stroke.  I  suppose  not 
one  minute  passed  between  health  and  death.  So 
uncertain  are  human  things. 

**  Such  is  the  appearance  of  the  world  about  me ; 
I  hope  your  scenes  are  more  cheerful.  But  what- 
ever befalb  us,  though  it  is  wise  to  be  serious,  it  ia 
uselees  and  foolish,  and  perhaps  sinful,  to  be  gloomy. 
Let  us,  therefore,  keep  ourselves  sa  ca^  as  we 
can ;  though  the  loss  of  friends  will  be  Mt,  and 
poor  Levett  had  been  a  fiiithlul  adherent  for  tfiirty 
years. 

**  Forgive  me,  oiy  dear  love,  the  omission  of 
writing ;  I  hope  to  mend  that  and  my  other  faults. 
Let  me  have  your  prayers.  Make  my  compli- 
ments to  Mrs.  Cobb,  and  Itfiss  Adey,  and  Mr. 
Pearson,  and  the  whole  company  of  my  friends. 
1  am,  itCt  Aam.  Jonrsow." 

JOHNSON  TO  MR&  PORTER. 

*•  Bolt  Court,  March  19. 17S1. 
<*  J}r.A%  Mauam,  —  My  last  was  but  a  dull 
letter,  and  I  know  not  that  this  will  be  much  more 
cheerful :  I  am,  however,  willing  to  write,  because 
you  are  denroua  to  hear  from  me.  My  disorder 
haa  now  begun  its  ninth  week,  lor  it  ia  not  yet 


I  Hr.  Lawrmea  had  long  been  hif  fHeod  and  conBdaat. 
A  conTertadoD  Mn.  Thrale  law  thrm  hold  tof«ther  to 
Emcx  Sir«ct,  one  day  In  th«  ?ear  ITS!  or  ITtS,  w»  a  tlogular 
and  nieUneboly  ooa.  Dr.  Johnioo  wai  excredinf  ly  ill,  and 
iha  accompanied  him  thither  for  adTloe.  The  physician  vac, 
howrTcr,  In  iome  reapect«,  more  to  be  pMed  than  the  patient : 
Johnson  was  paotinf  under  an  asthma  and  dropsj ;  but  Law- 
rence had  been  brought  hom^  that  very  momlnf  struck  with 
tlte  ftalty,  from  vblen  he  had.  two  honn  balbra  they  eaaae, 
strove  to  awaken  himself  by  blisters :  they  were  both  dcnif, 
and  ncarce  able  to  speak  besides ;  one  from  dlfleulty  of 
brexthinK,  the  other  from  paralftle  dcMUty.  To  frive  and 
rvrrive  medical  counsel,  thtvefore,  they  lyfrly  sat  down  on 
each  Ktde  a  table  In  the  doctor's  gloomy  anartment,  adorned 
with  skplHona,  preserved  monsters,  and  agreed  to  write 
Latin  billets  to  each  other,  f  Mr.  Malone,  In  hto  MS.  notca. 
says  that  this  description  is  tdtat,  as  Dr.  Lawrence  had  no 
slirlHons  or  monsters  In  hts  room.]  **  Such  a  scone,  Ac.**  ex- 
claims Mrs.  Thrale,  **  did  I  never  set.*'  **  You,**saM  Johnaon, 


over.  I  was  last  Thursday  blooded  Ibr  the  fenrtf 
time,  and  have  since  firand  mysrif  mack  rdievci 
but  I  am  very  tender  and  omly  boit;  so  tJut 
since  we  parted  I  have  had  but  little  esafist  Bot 
I  hope  that  the  spring  will  recoiei  mib  sad  t^  la 
the  summer  I  shall  sea  Uchfidd  agsifl,  far  I  vi'l 
not  delay  my  visit  another  yesr  to  the  csd  of 
autumiL 

"  I  have,  by  advertising,  Ibund  poor  Mr.  Lnccti 
brothers,  in  Yorkshire,  who  will  take  the  littic  be 
has  left ;  It  is  but  little,  yet  it  will  be  wckou. 
for  I  believe  they  are  of  very  low  conditisn. 

**  To  be  sick,  and  to  see  nothing  bot  bcIbs 
and  death,  is  but  a  gloomy  state:  hot  1  W 
better  time^  even  in  this  world,  will  sonw;  a:- 
whatever  this  world  may  withhold  or  givc^  «e  lU'. 
be  happy  in  a  better  state.  Fray  Ibr  bm,  is;  ow 
Lucy.  Make  my  complimenti  to  Mit.  Cobb,  oi 
Miss  Adey,  and  my  old  friend*  Hetty  Beikj.  ic£ 
to  all  the  Lichfield  ladies.     lam,&e., 

•^  Sam.  Jmnofr 

On  the  day  on  which  this  letter  waiwnttn. 
he  thuB  feelingly  mentions  his  reipseied  frit:^ 
and  physician,  I)r.  Lawrence : — 

**  Poor  Lawrence  has  almost  lost  the  aosi  >' 
hearing;  and  I  have  lost  the  oooveisitiBB  d  i 
learned,  intelligent,  and  oonmiimicative  vmftMKz. 
and  a  friend  whom  long  Ikmiliarity  hsi  a*A 
endeared.  Lawrence  is  one  of  the  bcit  bcb  rbk- 
I  have  known.  —  iVbefrwa  emwHa*  mimrm  Dnk 
(Pr.  amd  Med.  p.  909.)* 

It  was  Dr.  Johnson*s  costom,  i^en  kevmL- 
to  Dr.  Lawrence  oonceminc  his  own  heiiii^ 
use  the  Latin  Isnguace.  I  nvre  been  hnof' 
by  Miss  Lawrence  with  one  of  thcK  letten  &.- 
a  specimen: 

''T.LAWRENCIO,  MEDICO  & 


**  Novum  frigus,  nova  tussis,  nova  ipifsssj '"' 
ficultas,  novam  sanguinis  miseiooem  neirsL  q^~ 
tamen  te  inconsulto  noUm  fieri.  Ad  ic  vewrr  *  ^ 
poesum,  nee  est  etir  ad  me  venias.  Xiecfe«c.'«r 
licere  uno  verbo  dieendum  est;  esiva  »^'  <* 
Holdero'  rdiquerisw  Si  per  fee 
nuncio  Holderum  ad  me  dedi 
discesseris  qtto  me  vertam  7*  * 

Soon  after  the  aboTe  letter,  Dr.Laer- 
left  London,  but  not  before  the  pals?  U 
made  so  great  a  progrea  as  to  render  k^  :-'' 
able  to  write  for  himself.    The  fiiUoviag  •*' 


.M 


naUlative  not  drastic  ramedlaa.    **  b  la  aat  mr.' 

Lavrenca,  la  sa  Interra^tad  voleai  "Itts  ai 

geltdi  and  timUi.*'    la  fcet  ha  ll««d  hitf  few  mm^  ^ 

and  retained  hla  teuiUos  a  stUl  aboffSw  Uma.  ■»?"*'. 

of  strict  piety  and 

knowledgaolllliB 

enjoyed  UM  rapotatloa  ha  ae  Jimclj 

Caoasa. 

*  Boswell  hare 
CaoKin. 

*  Mr.  Hnlder.lBthe 


dSodwfthaetff*"  • 


4*>Mair.  1TS1 


HaosHyef  hieimne  t  m  aMBsaisi 

of  hkrnd.  whkh.  ] 

out  your  advlea.    I< 

asloa  far  year  eeertng  t»  aao.    Tee  maa  fi  *^*^ 
orDD,aodlsefetheiesl  leBslivaBiaab  *|a^ 
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extnets  from  leUen  iddreiBed  by  JoboBon  to 
Mitfi  Lftwrenoe : 

JOHNSON  TO  MISS  LAWRENCE. 

**  Bok  Coqrt,  FtoeC  Stratt,  Feb.  4.  I7tl 
«Tott  will  cuUy  believe  with  what  gladneflt  I 
rad  that  you  bad  beard  once  again  that  ▼oioe  to 
vhida  wt  bave  all  ao  often  delighted  to  attend. 
M«j  you  often  bear  it.  If  we  had  his  mind,  and 
hit  tongue,  we  oould  epare  the  reet. 

**  I  am  not  Tigoroaa,  but  much  better  than  when 
dear  Dr.  Lawrence  held  my  pulae  the  last  time, 
fie  to  kind  aa  to  let  me  know,  from  one  little 
interval  to  another,  the  atate  of  hli  body.  I  am 
picwied  that  be  remembcn  me,  and  hope  that  it 
never  can  be  poanble  for  me  to  Iwget  him.  July 
3H  1782. 

**  I  am  mudi  delighted  even  with  the  email 
Adraocn  which  dear  Dr.  Lawrence  mafcea  towards 
recovery.  If  we  could  have  again  but  bis  mind. 
sod  his  tongue  in  his  mind,  and  bis  right  hand, 
ve  ibould  not  much  lament  the  rest.  I  should 
not  despair  of  helping  the  swelled  hand  by  elec- 
tricity, if  it  were  frequently  and  diligently  supplied. 
"Let  me  know  from  time  to  time  whatever 
happens;  and  I  hope  I  need  not  tell  you  how 
much  I  am  interested  in  every  change.  Aug.  96. 
17  H2. 

"  Though  the  account  with  which  you  favoured 
me  ia  your  last  letter  could  not  give  me  the 
plniure  that  1  wished,  yet  I  was  glad  to  receive 
it ;  for  my  afiection  to  my  dear  friend  makes  me 
dttirous  of  knowing  his  state,  whatever  it  be.  I 
^»  therefore,  that  you  continue  to  let  me  know, 
trom  time  to  time,  all  that  you  observe. 

**  Many  fits  of  severe  illness  have,  for  about  three 
months  past,  forced  my  kind  physician  often  upon 
my  mind.  I  am  now  better ;  and  hope  gratitude, 
M  well  aa  distress,  can  be  a  motive  to  remem- 
brance.** 

JOHNSON  TO  CAPTAIN  LANGTON*, 

/a  Awnesfer* 

**  BoU  Court.  March  ML  1713. 

**  DiAft  Sin,  —  It  u  now  long  since  we  saw  one 
•aotber :  and,  whatever  baa  been  the  leasoq,  neither 
)oa  have  written  to  me,  nor  I  to  yon.  To  let 
friendship  die  away  by  negligence  and  rilence,  is 
cvrtAitily  not  wise.  It  is  voluntarily  to  throw 
•vay  one  of  the  creatcst  comforts  of  this  wesry 
piljrrimagc^  of  which  when  it  is,  as  it  must  be, 
taken  finally  away,  he  that  travels  on  alone  will 
vondcr  how  his  esteem  could  be  so  little  Do  not 
farfvt  me ;  you  see  that  I  do  not  forget  you.  It 
it  pleasing  ia  the  silence  of  solitude  to  think  that 
there  is  one  nt  lesst,  however  distant,  of  whose 
benevolenee  there  is  little  doubt,  and  whom  there  is 
yet  hope  of  seeing  again. 

^  **  Of  my  life,  from  the  time  we  parted,  the 
hirtory  m  aoumftil.     The  ^ring  of  last  year  de- 


••^  the  ■■sasnfsr  wUI  brine  lleMsr  to  i 
ited  h.  mam.  miiAhm  sbaU  1  torn  aysclf  ?** 

*  Mr.  LsMftoo  bctoff  SI  this  ttaie  on  doty  1 
k  rt4risw<  Wf  kit  vIMfary  tltl«.  — Boswi 
tkmk.  ft mteake;  Mr.  Uofioa  hai  aev  taed 
l«iw<fr Onaaaa,  Ittf . 

*  Jobaaon  kos  liars  •sprissfd  a  aaattaMM 

—  Cm  as. 

u..     TIria  ia.1 
MaiwMansaat 

t  aiiallartatket 

rMeh,laWaUte 

prived  me  of  Thrale,  a  man  whose  yy  for  fifteen 
years  had  acarcely  been  turned  upon  me  but  with 
respect  or  teoderneas ;  for  such  another  friend,  the 
general  course  of  human  things  will  not  suflbr  man 
to  hope.     I  passed  the  summer  at  Streathara,  but 
there  was  no  Thrale ;  and  having  idled  away  the 
summer  with  a  weakly  body  and  n^lected  mind, 
I  nwde  a  Journey  to  Staffbrdshire  cm  the  edge  of 
winter.     The  season  was  dreary,  I  was  sickly,  and 
found  the  friends  sickly   whom  I   went  to  see. 
After  a  sorrowful  sojourn,  I  returned  to  a  habita- 
tion possessed  for  the  present  by  two  sick  women, 
where  my  dear  old  friend,  Mr.  Levett,  to  whom, 
as  be  useid  to  tell  me,  I  owe  your  acquaintance, 
died  a  few  weeks  agts  suddenly,  in  his  bed  ;  there 
psssed  not,  I  believe,  a  minute  between  health  and 
death.     At  night,  at   Mrs.   Thrale'^  as   I   was 
musing  in  my  chamber,  I  thought  with  uncommon 
earnestness,  that,  however  I  might  alter  my  mode 
of  life,  or  whithersoever  I  might  remove,   I  would 
endeavour  to  retain   Levett  about  me:    in   the 
morning  my  servant  brought  me  word  that  Levett 
was  called  to  another  state,  a  state  for  which,  I 
think,  he  was  not  unprepared,  for  he  was  very 
useful  to  the  poor.     How  much  soever  I  valued 
him,  I  now  wish  that  I  had  valued  him  more.' 

**  I  have  myself  been  ill  more  than  right  weeks 
of  a  disorder,  fixnn  which,  at  the  eipense  of  about 
fifty  ouncca  of  blood,  I  hope  I  am  now  recovering. 

**  You,  dear  Sir,  have,  1  hope,  a  more  cheerfril 
scene ;  you  see  George  fiand  ot  his  book,  and  the 
pretty  Misaes  airy  and  lively,  with  my  own  little 
Jenny  ',  equal  to  the  best ;  and  in  whatever  can 
contribute  to  your  quiet  or  pleasure,  you  have 
Lady  Rothes  ready  to  concur.  May  whatever  you 
eqjoy  of  good  be  increased,  and  whatever  you  suffer 
of  evil  be  diminished.     I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c., 

**  Sam.  Johnson.*' 

JOHNSON  TO  HECTOR,* 


Msfchsi.irta. 

*I>KAn  Silt— I  hope  I  do  not  very  grossly 
flatter  myself  to  imagine  that  you  and  dear  Mrs. 
Carelem  (  p.  488. )  will  be  glad  to  hear  some  account 
of  me.  I  performed  the  journey  to  London  with 
very  little  inconvenience,  and  came  safe  to  my 
habitation,  where  I  found  nothing  but  ill  health, 
and,  of  consequence,  very  little  cheerfulness.  I 
then  went  to  visit  a  little  way  into  the  country, 
where  I  got  a  complaint  by  a  cold  which  has  hung 
eight  weeks  upon  roe,  and  from  which  I  am,  at  the 
espense  of  fifty  ounces  of  blood,  not  yet  free.  I  am 
afraid  I  must  once  more  owe  my  recovery  to  warm 
weather,  which  seems  to  make  no  advances  to- 
wards us. 

**  Such  is  my  health,  which  will,  I  hope,  soon 
grow  better.  In  other  respects  I  have  no  reason 
to  complain.  I  know  not  that  I  have  written  any 
thing  more  genctnlly  commended  than  the  Lrecs  •/ 
cAs  f^MtMf  and  have  found  the  world  willing  enough 
to  caress  me,  if  my  health  had  invited  me  to  be 


boar  that  w«Bt  bf, 
I  alftliat  hai  piasasd  aa  h 
th«v  ara  fona.  and  I  atffa, 
AadlfrlcvstbaSlpriaei  ' 


J. 


>  Smmm. p. Ml. a.  1.  — C. 

*  A  part  of  tlila  tacsnr  iMvlaf 


r.i 


I  Hiant  ■waning.  aeppUad  a  wi 
enis  aad  bsitaal^s  ei  iiass* — 


fitw  wavda  aad  kalf  wards  at 
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in  much  companj ;  but  this  season  I  have  been 
almost  wholly  employed  in  nursing  myself. 

**  When  summer  comes  I  hope  to  see  you  again, 
and  will  not  put  off  my  Tistt  to  the  end  of  the 
year.  I  have  lived  so  long  in  London,  that  I  did 
not  remember  the  difference  of  seasons. 

**  Your  health,  when  I  saw  you,  was  much  im- 
proTcd.  You  will  be  prudent  enough  not  to  put 
it  in  danger.  I  hope,  when  we  meet  again,  we 
shall  congratulate  each  other  upon  fiiir  prospects 
of  longer  life ;  though  what  are  the  pleasiures  of 
the  longest  life,  when  plaeed  in  comparison  with  a 
happy  dttth  ?    I  am,  £ms.,  Sam.  Johmsov." 

JOHNSON  TO  HECTOR. 

(  WUAout  a  dale^  btU  supposed  to  be  about  this  time.) 

*'  XHak  Sia,  —  That  you  and  dear  Mrs.  Careless 
should  have  care  or  curiosity  about  my  health 
gives  me  that  pleasure  which  every  man  feels  from 
finding  himself  not  forgotten.  In  age  we  feel 
again  that  love  of  our  native  place  and  our  early 
friends,  which,  in  the  bustle  or  amusements  of 
middle  life,  were  overborne  and  suspended.  You 
and  I  should  now  naturally  cling  to  one  another ; 
we  have  outlived  most  of  those  who  could  pretend 
to  rival  us  in  each  other's  kindness.  In  our  walk 
through  life  we  have  dropped  our  companions,  and 
are  now  to  pick  up  such  as  chance  may  offer  us,  or 
to  travel  on  alone.  You,  indeed,  have  a  sister, 
with  whom  you  can  divide  the  day ;  I  have  no 
natural  friend  left :  but  Providence  has  been 
pleased  to  preserve  me  from  neglect;  I  have  not 
wanted  such  alleviations  of  life  as  friendship  could 
supply.  My  health  has  been,  from  my  twentieth 
year,  such  as  has  seldom  afforded  me  a  single  day 
of  ease;  but  it  is  at  least  not  worse ;  and  I  some- 
times make  myself  believe  that  it  is  better.  My 
disorders  are,  however,  still  iuffietently  opprasaive. 

**  I  think  of  seeing  Staffordshire  again  thu 
autumn,  and  intend  to  find  my  way  through  Bir- 
mingham, where  I  hope  to  see  you  and  dear  Mrs. 
Careless  well.     I  am,  Sir,  &e., 

**  Sax.  JoHvaoH." 

**  March  18.'  —  Having  been  from  the  middle 
of  January  distressed  by  a  cold,  which  made  my 
respiration  very  laborious,  and  from  which  I  was 
but  little  relieved  by  being  blooded  three  times ; 
having  tried  to  ease  the  oppression  of  my  breast  by 
frequent  opiates,  which  kept  me  waking  in  the 
night  and  drowsy  the  next  day,  and  subjected  me 
to  the  tyranny  of  vain  imaginations ;  having  to  all 
this  added  frequent  cathartics,  sometimes  with  merw 
cury,  I  at  last  persuaded  Dr.  lawrcnce,  on  Thurt' 
day.  Monk  14.,  to  let  me  bleed  more  copiously. 
Sixteen  ounces  were  taken  away,  and  from  that 


I  For  the  Utter  half  of  thti  saooth  of  March  he  kept  the 
MIowlof  JIary,  of  which  Boiwell  has  glveo  only  one  psra- 
oraph*  —  Caoxaa. 

«^r  William  WsUsr.  the  Parilsanentsry  General  in  the 
Grand  ReheUlon,  wroca  **  DtfrAw  Medittuiom  m  seuermi 
Occauoms,  w«A  m  4M%  Direeton/,  ina"  —  Caoua,  1B47. 

*  A  learned  Greek  \  a  friend  of  Mr.  Langton.  <—  Caoasa. 
4  The  catalofue  referred  to  was  pratab^  that  of  the 

aadent  eolns  In  Dr.  Hunter**  noMttaB,  which  was  miblbhcd 
in  the  cttsolat  year,  with  a  claaalcal  dedication  to  the  queeo. 
which  perhaps  Dr.  Johnson  fovUed. — Caoaaa. 

*  This  saeani.  I  suppoM,  Galeo'a  work,  De  TtmpetumemtU 
ti  teyweif  leaver*,  Ub.  UL    Tktmm  Lfmaen,  Ji^  m- 


witha 


time  my  breath  has  been  free,  and  ny  bceast 
On  that  day  I  took  little  food,  and  no  ficsh.  Oo 
Thursday  night  I  slept  'with  great  Uaoquilhty. 
On  the  next  night  I  took  diacodium  [syntp  of  pop- 
pies], and  had  a  most  restless  night.  Of  the  text 
day  I  remember  nothing,  but  that  I  rose  ia  uat 
afternoon,  and  saw  Mrs.  Lennox  and  ScwardL 

••  Sunday^  17 I  lay  late,  and  iMd  only  palfrey 

to  dinner.  I  read  part  of  Waller's  Diicclory  <,  a 
pious,  rational  book :  but  in  any  except  a  very  i^ 
gular  life  difficult  to  practise. 

**  It  occurred  to  me,  that  though  ny  time  miff  M 
pass  unemployed,  no  more  should  posa  pacounird. 
and  this  has  been  written  to>day,  in  conscqocDoe  of 
that  thought.  I  read  a  Greek  chapter,  prayed  wirk 
Francis,  which  I  now  do  commonly,  and  csplaiiwa 
to  him  the  Lord's  Prayer,  in  which  I  find  co— iSKpn. 
not  observed,  I  think,  by  the  expoaatocm.  I  mwie 
punch  for  myself  and  my  servants,  by  which,  -a 
the  night,  I  thought  both  my  brcaat  aiid  ■■■■■£■■■■ 
disordered. 

Momdanf,  18. — I  rose  latc^  looked  a  Uttleirts 
books.  Saw  Mias  Reynolds  and  Miaa  Tbrale,  and 
Nicohttda';  afterwards  Dr.  Hunter*  cwm  i« 
his  catalogue.  I  then  dined  on  tea,  &c  ;  tfa^  nad 
over  part  of  Dr.  Lawrenee*s  book  ■*  De  Tf 
mentis,'  which  seems  to  have  been 
troubled  mind. 

'*My  mind  haa  been  for  aomc  time 
turbed.     The  peace  of  God  be  with  mc. 

«•  TWsday,  19.  —  I  roac  late.  I  wm 
Mrs.  Thrale,  Mr.  Cotton,  and  Mr.  Crafts.*  1 
took  Lawrence's  paper  in  hand,  but  \ 
having  ftsted  yesterday,  I  was  huqgiy, 
freely,  then  slept  a  little,  and  diank  tea ; 
candles,  and  wrote  to  Aston  and  Lucy  ;  thcsk  waas 
on  with  Lawrence^  of  which  Uttk  rcs^M^  1 
prayed  with  Francis. 

**  Mens  sedatior,  laus  Dca 

"  To>morTow  Shaw  '  comes.  I  thiok  ta  £s.iJ 
Lawrence,  and  write  to  Langton. 

•*  Poor  Lawrence  has  ahnoat  tost  the  smmt  oi' 
hearing:  and  I  have  lost  the  coovenatiea  U  a 
learned,  intelligent,  and  comnunicatiw  ^am^mnmrn. 
and  a  friend  whom  long  familiarity  haa  sar^ 
endeared.  Lawrence  u  one  of  the  beat  men  w.m« 
I  have  known. 

**  Nostrum  omnium  miserere  Dvoa. 

<«  ITttfaeflday,  20.  — Shaw  cane;  I  finidaad 
ing  Lawrence.     I  dined  liberallv. 
letter  to  Langton,  and  dcsignad  to  read 
hindered  by  iStrahan.     Tie  wumigtsy  ■« 
IprajftdwUk  Frameu^  amdfmt9  lAoaia. 

**  To-morrow — To  Mrs.  Tbrale — To 
Hector— To  Dr.  Taylor. 

•*  Tkmnday,  91 I  went  to  Mrs.  l^talcL 

Cox'  and  Paradise  met   ma  at    the 
went  with  me  in  the 


d:z«4 


I 


a"** 


fcipfcCr,  1U1.    A  cnrions  bees,  wMca 
prabably  leat  hte,  periMM  with  a  Hn 

MDlly  meotloocd.  ^  Caoaaa,  IM7. 

Probably  Mr.  Herbert  Craft,  wbe 


aUfeorVouBc.. 
7  ProbaUjlho  editor  of  the  GaaUc 


this  period,  was  vafmlv 

and  as  he  took  Dr.  Joaiiaon*s  part, 

aailitancefreahlai.    ifaM.p.te.,- 

•  Mr.  Cox  wa^  I  belle 
BuUdingB.  ~  Caoaaa. 

*  This  probablj  lefevs  to 
Mr.  FkradlM  posssiied  la  right  eC  I* 


^-r.  73. 
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the  erening  wrote  to  Hector.  At  night  there  were 
dercn  vtsttuiis.  CooTenetion  with  Mr.  Cox. 
Vfben  I  waked  I  aw  the  penthouaes  eovered  with 
now. 

**  Friday,  Si.  —  I  ipent  the  time  idly.  Mens 
ttirbeta.  In  the  eftenioon  it  foowed.  At  night 
I  wrote  to  Taylor  about  the  pot,  and  to  Hamilton 
•bout  the  Fisdera.' 

**  S^lenfay,  93.  —  I  came  home  and  finind  that 
DetmouliDB  had,  while  I  was  awajr,  been  in  bed. 
Letters  from  Langton  and  Boswell.  I  promised 
L — '  iii  guineas 

**  Smtday,  84.^' I  rose  not  early.  Visitors, 
ADen,  Dars,  Windham,  Dr.  Horsley."  Dinner  at 
Scrahan's.  Came  home  and  chatted  with  Wil- 
Ikmi,  and  read  Romans  is.  in  Greek. 

*  To-morrow  begin  again  to  read  the  Bible ;  put 

rooms  in  order ;  copy  L ^"s  letter.     At  night  I 

read  11  p.  and  something  more,  of  the  Bible,  in 
fifty-fife  minutes. 

**  Tke$d90,  S6.  —  I  copied  L ^"s  letter.    Then 

wrote  to  Mrs.  Thrale.  Cox  visited  me.  I  sent 
koine  Dr.  Lawrence's  papers,  with  notes.  I  gave 
[Mrs.  DesmouUns]  a  guinea,  and  found  her  a 

•*r«dMsdby,  ST.  — At  Harley-street.^  Bad 
nights^  In  the  evening  Dr.  Bromfield  and  his 
bmily  — MerUn*b  steelyard  given  me. 

*  Tkmndap,  S8.  —  I  came  home  Sold  Rymer 
for  Dsvies ;  wrote  to  Boswell.  Visitors,  Dr.  Percy, 
Mr.  Crofts.  I  have^  in  ten  days,  written  to  [Mrs.] 
Alton,  Lucy,  Hector,  Langton,  Boswell ;  perhsps 
to  ill  by  whoin  my  letters  are  desired. 

"The  weather,  which  now  begins  to  be  warm, 
gives  me  great  help.  I  have  hardly  been  at  church 
thh  year ;  esrtsinly  not  since  the  I5th  of  January. 
My  cough  and  diflenlty  of  breath  would  not  per- 
pcmit  it 

**  Thn  is  the  day  OB  whidi,  in  175S,  dear  Tetty 
^.  I  have  now  uttered  a  prayer  of  repentance 
isd  eoBtritioa ;  perhaps  Tetty  knows  that  I  prayed 
far  her.  Perhi^  Tetty  is  now  praying  for  me. 
Ood  help  me.  Thou,  God,  art  merciful ;  hear  my 
prsyen,  and  enable  me  to  trust  in  Hiee. 

**  We  were  married  almost  seventeen  years,  and 
btvt  now  been  parted  thirty. 

**  1  then  lead  11  p.  from  Ex.  S6.  to  Lev.  7.  I 
pnyed  with  Fraaeis,  and  used  the  prayer  for  Good 
Friday. 

**i9.^Good  Fridaf.  After  a  night  of  great 
dkturbaoce  and  sdlieitude,  such  as  I  do  not  re- 
member, I  roae,  drank  tea,  but  without  eating, 
•nd  went  to  dinreh.  I  was  very  composed,  and 
coning  home,  read  Hammond  on  one  of  the  Psalms 
for  the  day.  I  then  icad  Levitieus.  Scott  [Lord 
Stowell]  came  in.  A  kind  letter  from  [Mrs.]  Gsa- 
trrIL  I  rend  on,  then  went  to  evening  prayers, 
•nd  afterwarda  drank  tea,  with  buna  :  then  read 
ull  I  ftniabed  Levitieua,  S4  pagei  et  supra. 


I'mdiM^  dsfnw 


.  80S  Jtgtr$om*»  LeUtn,  where  be 
OS  banc  a  wklg  and  frlcod  to 


A  wt  of  Kfmm  which  be  was  eharinfrty  "?«^«wj»f.  ^ 
Mil  for  OovlM.  prolMbly  to  Mr.  Gerard  Hamilton ;  and  thU 
•«.  P«fh.9a.  dM  oecaafoo  which  made  Mr.  lUmllton  wJm 
h iM«d  to  Malooe'i  MS.  notes  oonmuiikalad  to  »•  brMr. 
MarklMMl)  that  iohnsoo  oooe  aahed  htm  tor  Ml.  for  a 
clMrlubl€  aorpoM.  Mr  Joshua  told  Malone  that  he  never 
•ikadhtakrMQvethanaiuloeaforoDeotAeeC.' 

MjwwKiirLewef  IbeUereLowe — CBOua,lM7. 

»  la  I7»  MSboaeT  8C  DavM*!.  -  Csoesa. 


*'S(X  —  Saturday.  Visitors,  Paradise,  and  I 
thmk  Horsley.  Read  II  pages  of  the  Bible.  I 
was  iUnt ;  dined  on  herrings  and  potatoes  At 
prayers,  I  think,  in  the  evening.  I  wrote  to  [Mrs.] 
Gastrell,  and  received  a  kind  letter  from  iiector. 
At  night  Lowe.     Pt>[ayedl  with  Francis. 

"SI. —  Eattet'Day.      Read   15  pages  of  the 
Bible.     Caetera  alibi."] 
——/v.  flncf  Jdedm 

On  the  forgoing  curious  passage  — 
""March  20.5  The  mmiitry  is  dtsudved.  I 
prayed  wUh  Fftmcii^  and  gave  thtmhi** — it  has 
been  the  subject  of  discussion  whether  there 
are  two  distinct  particulars  mentioned  here  t 
Ot  that  we  are  to  understand  the  giving  of 
thanks  to  be  in  consequence  of  the  dissolution 
of  the  ministry?  In  support  of  the  last  of 
these  conjectures  may  be  ursed  his  mean  opi- 
nion of  that  ministry,  whidi  has  frequently 
appeared  in  the  course  of  this  work ;  and  it  is 
strongly  confirmed  by  what  he  said  on  the  sub- 
ject to  Mr.  Seward :  — ""  I  am  ^lad  the  ministry 
IS  removed.^  Such  a  bunch  of  mibedlity  ncTcr 
disgraced  a  country.''  If  they  sent  a  mes- 
senger into  the  city  to  take  up  a  printer, 
the  messenger  was  taken  up  instead  of  the 
printer,  ana  oonmiitted  by  the  sitting  idder- 
man.  If  ther  sent  one  army  to  the  relief  of 
another,  the  first  arm^  was  defeated  and  taken 
before  the  second  amved.  I  will  not  sa^  that 
what  they  did  was  alwa^  wrong ;  but  it  was 
always  done  at  a  wron^  tmie." 

I  wrote  to  him  at  different  dates ;  regretted 
that  I  could  not  come  to  London  this  spring, 
but  hoped  we  should  meet  somewhere  m  the 
simimer ;  mentioned  the  state  of  my  afiairs, 
and  sunested  hopes  of  some  preferment ;  in- 
formed mm,  that  as  *^  The  Beauties  of  Johiuon" 
had  been  published  in  London,  some  obscure 
scribbler  had  published  at  Edinbuigh  what  he 
called  "  The  l^eformities  of  Johnson.** 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

«*  Loodoo,  March  ».  1789. 

**  DiAn  Sia,  -~  The  pleasure  which  we  used  to 
receive  from  each  other  on  Good-  Friday  and  Easter- 
day,  we  must  be  this  year  content  to  miaa.  Let 
us,  however,  pray  for  each  other,  and  I  hope  to  see 
one  another  yet  from  time  to  time  with  mutual 
delight  My  disorder  has  been  a  cold,  which  im- 
pedad  the  organs  of  respiration,  and  kept  me 
many  weeks  in  a  state  of  great  uneasiness ;  but  by 
repeated  phlebotomy  it  is  now  relieved :  and  next 
to  the  recovery  of  Mrs.  Boswell,  I  flatter  myself, 
that  you  will  r^oioe  at  mine. 

*^What  we  shall  do  in  the  summer,  it  is  yet  toe 


4  Probably  Mr.  SasMay*!.  Jmif,  p.  SNl — Caoass. 

*  Boawelt  save  onlf  Uiu  nagaafe  froai  the  Dtarf.  and  SBla* 
dMod  ItSIM  JemMfw.aod  biCradiieeil  It  by  tbeae  vorda :  **/« 
gme  pfJckmaam*t  rtgitun  ^  tkU  pemr  tkert  oeemn  tkeffOatt' 
tef  atHami  pa$$tmt.** — Caoasa. 

■  Oa  the  preeadtoe daj  the  nfaiiitry  had beeo  chaaaed.— 
Maloicb.  Mtrd  North'*  adatihilatraCKin  was  topeneud  by 
tiiat  or  Lord  RoeUoghasB,  oo  the  IM  Marv*.  —  Caoasa. 

I  Johnaoo'a  pctaooal  plqoo  agafaut  Lord  North  makes 
Mm  ai^uit  CO  the  mhilftry,  by  reproachtog  tkem  aiUi  Uie 
mlachtaii  created  bv  the  nctfons  which  rapcaed 
.Caoua,IS4r. 

%% 
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earlj  to  oomidcr.  Yon  want  to  know  what  you 
shall  do  now ;  I  do  not  think  this  tima  of  buKtl* 
and  confusion  like  to  produce  any  advantage  to 
you.  Every  man  haa  tho«e  to  reward  and  grati^ 
who  hava  contributed  to  his  advaneement.  To 
come  hither  with  such  especutioos  at  the  expense  of 
borrowed  money,  whieh  I  find  you  know  not  where 
to  borrow,  can  hardly  be  eonsiderad  prudent  I  am 
sorry  to  find,  what  your  solicitations  sacm  to  imply* 
that  you  have  alnady  gone  the  whole  length  of 
your  credit.  This  is  to  set  the  quiet  of  your  whole 
life  at  hasard.  If  yov  antieipBta  your  inheritance, 
yon  can  at  last  inherit  nothing;  all  that  you 
reeerre  must  pay  §ar  the  past.  Yoa  must  get  a 
plaec,  or  pine  in  penury,  with  the  empty  name  of  ■ 
great  estate.  Poverty,  my  dear  Iricod,  u  ao  grOat 
an  evil,  and  pregnant  widi  so  much  temptaliont  and 
80  much  misery,  that  I  cannot  but  earocatly  enjoin 
you  to  avoid  it.  live  on  what  yo«  have ;  live  if 
you  can  on  lem ;  do  not  borrow  either  for  vanity 
or  pleasure ;  the  vanity  will  end  in  shamci  and  the 
pleasure  in  regret :  stay  therefore  at  home,  till  you 
have  saved  money  for  your  journey  hither. 

**  *  The  Beauties  of  Johnson 'are  said  to  have  got 
money  to  the  collector;  if  the  *  Deformities*  have 
the  same  suoces8»  I  shall  be  still  a  more  extensive 
benenetor. 

**  Make  my  compliments  to  Mrs.  Boevell,  who 
is  I  hopereeoncilad  to  me ;  aad  tothe  young  people, 
whom  I  nover  have  oHendad  You  never  told  me 
tha  suocem  of  your  plea  againat  the  saficitora.  I 
am,  dear  Sr,  k9^  San.  Jowisov," 

[JOHNSON  TO  MR&  OASTRELL  AND 
MR&  ASTON. 

"Bolt  Coort,  IfsNh  10. 1781. 

*'  DiAnnt  Lamxs, — The  tendemem  expressed 
in  your  kind  letter  makea  mo  think  it  necessary  to 
tdl  yon  that  they  who  are  picaaad  to  wish  mo  well, 
need  not  be  any  longer  particularly  solicitous  about 
me.  I  prevailed  on  mv  physician  to  bleed  me  very 
copiously,  almost  against  his  inclination.  How- 
ever, he  kept  his  finger  on  the  pulse  of  the  other 
hand,  and,  finding  tbit  I  bore  it  well,  let  the 
vein  run  on.  From  that  tune  I  have  mended,  and 
hope  I  am  now  welL  I  went  yesterday  to  church 
without  inconvenience,  and  hope  to  go  to-morrow. 

**  Here  are  great  changes  m  the  great  world ; 
but  1  cannot  tell  you  more  than  vou  will  find  in 
the  pepen;  The  xaeo  have  got  m  whom  I  have 
endeavoured  to  keep  out ;  but  I  hope  they  will  do 
better  than  their  predecessors;  it  will  nol  be  easy 
to  do  worse 

**  Spring  seema  now  to  approaeh,  and  I  foel  its 
benefit,  which  I  hope  will  extend  to  dear  Mrs. 
Aston. 

••  When  Dr.  Falconer  saw  me,  I  waa  at  home 
only  by  accident,  for  1  Uvod  nnidi  with  Mrs. 
Thralcb  and  had  all  the  care  from  her  that  she 


1  I  can  har«r  Udak  that  thU  coaM  be  the  nsH 
mtntioocd  mmiit  p*  9t.  (  dot  sm  1  sbl*  to  explain  the  slla- 
•ion  to  Bumabgt  whfeh,  I  umdmI,  ssay  have  baea  a  siia- 
traofcripClnn  for  Amtary.  —  Caoaaa. 

>  Hannah  Mora  was  at  this  4bio«r,  and  aafc  aaat  to  John- 
ion.  SlM  urtad  hha  to  taka  a  liiiit  wiaa ;  ho  rrpllod.  **  I 
can't  drink  a  UtUe,  child:  tbcrofwe  I  novar  toocb  It.  Jk- 
itimemee  b  at  eatj  to  mo  m  tewipermmge  would  bo  dlflcult. 
AmH,p.  Q%.  ~-  CaoKaa,  1147. 

>  TbU  la  tho  flrat  tioM  thai  thU  aano  oocors.  —  Gabrid 
Ploaal  was  a  Bwwlaa,  who  cams  to  Bnclaad  a  few  voara 
bofore  at  a  profrailooal  tinsar,  aad  wa»  latrodocao  bf 


could  take  or  could  bo  taken  But  1  hsts 
been  ill  enough  to  want  attendsnre ;  aij 
haa  been  rather  tedioos  than  vi 
some  than  painful.  He  needed  not  hats 
such  a  tragical  representetion. 

**  I  am  now  wsil  enough  to  fiattar  ajsttf 
some  hope  of  pleasure  froas  the 
happy  would  it  be  if  we  could  see 
be  aU  tolerably  well!  Let  us  piay  for  sm 
I  am,  Ac,  Sav.  X 

Bias. 
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JOHNSON  TO  MISS  RETNOLDSl 

«•  April  iim 

•*DmAmMn  Maaax,— Tonr  week*  is  foil  «/ 
very  penetrating  meditation,  and  very  foraMi 
sentimenta.  I  rnd  it  with  a  lull  perception  «f  tW 
sublime,  with  wonder  and  terror;  hot  Icsooot 
think  of  any  profit  firom  it ;  it  seems  not  ban  la 
be  popular. 

**  Your  system  of  the  mental  frbrie  iscictcdb||i 
obscure,  and,  without  more  attention  thsa  will  be 
willingly  botowed,  is  unintelligible.  IW  ph:A  | 
of  Burnaby  win  bo  more  safoly  nndiinenrf.  mi 
are  often  charming.  I  was  delisted  with  ihi  tf- 
fcrent  bounty  of  mffirrent  ages. 

•*  I  would  make  it  produco  something  iff  woU 
but  I  have  indeed  no  hope.  If  a  hoiiliillfT  ^wmt 
buy  it  at  all,  as  it  must  ho  pobliibed  wilhsai  i 
name,  he  would  give  nothing  for  it  verth  yw 
aeceptanocL     I  am,  Ac,  Sail  Jsnaisa* 

^Beru>UaMS& 

JOHNSON  TO  MR8L  THRAIX 

'*96AJpnl,  [I7SS.]  — I 
out  of  order  since  you  sent 
should  I  tell  you,  who  do  not  care, 
know.      I  dined  with  Mk  Fanfiw 
with  the  Bishop  of  St  Asaph  rShqpky]  yeMofo* 
with  the  Bishop  of  Chester  [Fovtaw]  I  *at  i*' 
day*,  and  with  the  Acndenrp on  Stni day, wig  <t 
Hoole  on  Monday,  and  with  Mr.  Qvrisk 
day,  the  Sd  of  May,  md  tham — wlwlcn 

•«Do  not  let  Mr.  Pioad*  nor  a^y  body  ds»  pe 
me  quite  out  of  your  bend ;  and  do  not  Ihiak  iki: 
any  one  will  love  you  like  yonr,  foa.** 

**  30tk  AprH,  1788.-1  hove  had  a  fteA  ei^ 
and  been  very  poorly.      Bsrt  I 
Mr.  HooleX  when  wt 
others.     I  am  going  to  tho  cfaihL 

** Since  Mrs.  Gorrick's  mvifbon  I  Mfea 
from  Mim  Moore*,  to 
I  have  an  appointment  to 
another  with  Lady  Shefidd*  at  Bin.  Wa^' 

"  Two  days  i«o  Mr.  CumharlMd  had  Isi  ifi'- 
night ',  which,  after  aU  oxpcanaa,  pal  mtehn  •«* 
pocket  &VO  ■wfin*'%i     Ho 


1^ 


I 


good 
dlodl 


Bumof  at 
Iadioa.and 
he  had 

tn  aboot  two 

.  In  ICarch.  IMI^  at  bar 

Hannah  Moro.—C 


be  we 


cdBMS  tang  tw  fho  osmpanr.   ft  ■ 
ado  ooBoldorable  adiaauials  Mm. 


*  The  first  wife  of  tho  iraC  Lord 

•  Wifo  of  Daniel  Way.  ihe.  oT 


I 


whom  tlitra  b  io 

tkm  of  BowTor'i  AawliHas.  ~ 

r  Tho  phy  of  tho  Wtihtm,  ec^d 
lATrtf  nif ht  was  tho  M  of  Msf. — O 


JET.7d. 
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••Mm  8[li8riiin>]i  refiited  to  nng,  at  tbc 
DoelMM  of  Pofomhtrcflfi  rvqvMl,  »  toa^f  to  tb« 
Frinee  ai  Wrici.  IHicy  piqr  far  the  [thMtre]  > 
Bciilwr  priocipal  nor  iattrcat ;  and  poor  Oorrick's 
iuntnl  •ipciiMi  m  jrtt  unpaid,  though  the  under- 
uker  is  broken.  Could  jou  have  a  better  puv- 
Tcjor  ibr  a  tittle  acandal?  Bui  i  with  I  waa  at 
8tnatham.*n 


Notwitlistaiiding  his  afficted  itate  of  body 
ind  mind  this  year,  the  foDowii^  correspond- 
ence affords  a  proof  not  only  of  his  benevolence 
and  conscientions  readiness  to  relieve  a  good 
man  from  error,  but  bj  his  clothing  one  of  the 
sentiments  in  his  ^*  Rainbler,**  in  diflSsrent  lan- 
guage, not  inferior  to  that  of  the  original, 
shows  his  extraordinary  command  of  dear  and 
forcible  expression. 

A  clergyman  at  Bath  wrote  to  him,  that  in 
'*  The  Morning  Chronicle,**  a  passage  in  **The 
Beauties  of  jAnaon,'*  artide  Death,  had  been 
pomted  out  as  supposed  by  some  readers  to 
recommend  amcide,  the  words  beinc,  **  To  die 
u  the  fate  of  man ;  but  to  die  with  lingering 
anguish  is  generalljr  his  fotty  ;**  and  reapect- 
Mt  soggesting  to  him,  that  sneh  an  erroneous 
notion  m  any  sentence  in  the  writings  of  an 
acknowledgea  friend  of  retision  and  virtue 
Bhoold  not  pass  uncontradicted.  Jdmson  thus 
answered  taia  dergyman*s  letter :  — 


JOHNSON  TO  THE  REV.  BffK. , 

Ai  Bath. 

**  Maj  IS.  178S. 

<*  Sia,  —  Being  now  in  the  country  in  a  state  of 
reooTery,  as  I  hope,  from  a  very  oppresnve  dis- 
order, I  cannot  neglect  the  acknowledgment  of 
70UT  Christian  letter.  The  book  called  'The 
Beauties  of  Jobniiou*  is  the  production  of  I  know 
not  whom ;  I  naver  saw  it  but  by  casual  inspee- 
tioo,  and  eoDsiderad  m  jaslf  as  utteriy  disengaged 
from  its  ooBsaqucDces.  Of  the  passage  you  nBeiv> 
tion,  I  rpmcxnber  some  notice  in  some  paper ;  but 
knowing  that  it  must  be  misreprescBted,  I  thought 
of  it  DO  moffOp  nor  do  I  know  where  to  find  it  in 
my  own  hooks.  I  am  aecuatooied  to  think  little 
of  newspapers;  but  an  opinion  so  weighty  and 
aeriotts  as  yours  has  determined  me  to  do,  what  I 
diould  without  your  seasonable  admonitioa  haite 
emitted:  and  I  wUl  diieet  my  thought  to  be 
diown  in  ita  true  state.*  If  I  could  find  the  passage^ 
I  would  direct  you  to  it.  I  suppose  the  tenor  n 
tkii :  —  •  Aeote  diBsaseaare  the  innBecfiate  and  in- 
entable  strokes  of  Heaven ;  but  of  them  the  pain 
is  short,  and  the  conclusion  speedy ;  chronical  dis- 
orders, by  which  we  are  suspended  in  tecBous 
torture  between  life  and  death,  aie  eomraonly  the 


>  8«e  mui,  A 

'  Dnny.Uifie 


Gankk  to  SlMridhn.  — 


The  Momhig  Chrooiele  **  of 


haaure,  told  by 

ClOKtB.' 

'  Wh«t  follows  appeared  tai 
lUj»  17SS:  — 

**  A  coiKseumlwH  bavfaig  BMntlfloed  ta  *  The 
Chronicle*  of  December  19.  the  U»t  claum  of  the  foUevinf 
pvifraph,  «•  If  timing  to  IkToor  raicidet  we  aie  requotted  to 
print  the  whole  paisage.  that  Its  true  meaatof  amy  appear, 
vhirh  U  not  to  recommend  suicide,  botexerclML 

"  Exercise  cannot  secure  us  from  that  dissolution  to  which 


efifeet  of  our  own  miseonduet  and  intempennce. 
To  die,  &e.*_This,  Sir,  yov  see,  is  ail  true  and 
aU  blameicss.  I  hope  sometime  in  the  next  week 
10  ha^  aU  leetified.  My  health  haa  been  lately 
modi  Aaken ;  if  yots  fiivevr  roe  witb  any  answer, 
it  will  he  a  conrfbrt  to  me  to  know  that  I  have 
your  prayers.     1  am,  &c  Sam.  Johmsdit.'' 

This  letter,  as  might  be  expected,  had  its 
fuU  effect,  and  the  clergyman  aclmowledged 
it  in  grateftil  and  pious  terma.  * 

The  foiowii^  letters  require  no  catracti 
from  mine  to  introduce  them :  — 


JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

**  Londmi,  June  S.  1782. 

^'DiAa  Sia,  —  The  cameetneai  and  tenderness 
of  your  letter  h  such,  that  I  cannot  think  mysdf 
showing  it  more  respect  than  it  chums,  by  sitting 
down  to  answer  it  the  day  on  which  I  received  it. 

"  This  year  has  afllicted  me  with  a  very  irksome 
and  severe  disorder.  My  respiration  has  been  much 
impeded,  and  mueh  blood  has  been  taken  away.  I 
am  now  harassed  by  a  catarrhous  oougfa,  fipom 
which  my  purpose  is  to  seek  relief  by  change  of 
air;  and  I  am,  therefore,  preparing  to  go  to 
Oifiird. 

**  Whether  I  did  right  in  <fissuading  you  from 
eoming  to  London  this  spring,  I  will  not  deter- 
mine. Tou  have  not  lost  much  by  missing  my  com* 
pany  ;  I  have  sesrcely  been  well  for  a  single  week. 
I  might  have  received  comfort  from  your  kindness; 
but  you  would  have  seen  me  afflicted,  and,  perhaps, 
ibund  roe  peerish.  Whatever  might  have  been 
your  pleasure  or  mine,  I  know  not  how  I  could 
nave  honestly  adviied  you  to  come  hither  with 
borrowed  money.  Do  not  accustom  youiscif  to 
consider  debt  only  as  an  inoonvenienoe  ;  you  wHl 
find  it  a  eslamity.  Poverty  takes  away  so  many 
means  of  doing  good,  and  produces  so  mueh  in- 
sbility  to  resist  evil,  both  natural  and  moral,  that  it 
is  by  all  virtuous  means  to  be  avoided.  Consider 
a  man  whose  fortune  is  very  narrow ;  whatever  be 
his  rank  by  birth,  or  whatever  his  reptitation  by 
intellectual  excellence,  what  can  he  do  ?  or  whiU 
evil  can  he  prevent?  That  he  eannot  help  the 
needy  is  evident ;  he  has  nothing  to  spare.  But, 
perhaps,  his  advice  or  admesiition  may  be  useAil. 
His  poverty  vrill  destroy  hia  infiuanee  ;  asaay  more 
can  find  that  he  is  poor,  than  that  he  ia  wise ;  and 
ihw  will  levereuee  the  understanding  that  ia  of  so 
little  advantsge  to  its  owner.  I  say  nothing  of  the 
personal  wretehedneas  of  a  debtor,  wfatdi,  howevei, 
haa  passed  into  a  psoverb.  Of  raehes  it  ia  not 
necessary  to  write  tiie  praise.  Let  it,  however,  be 
remembered,  that  he  who  has  money  to  spare,  has 
it  always  in  his  power  to  benefit  others ;  and  of  such 
power  a  good  man  must  always  be  demt ousl 


;  bat  whOe  the  soul  and  body  cootlnae 
vniled,  it  flan  make  the  assodatioa  pleasing ,  and  give  pr^ 
bable  hopes  that  thf7  shall  be  disjoined  by  an  easy  sapax a- 
tioiL  It  was  a  principle  among  the  anoents,  that  acnla 
dliwases  are  from  Heaven,  and  chronical  from  ourselves ;  the 
dart  of  death.  Indeed,  falls  from  Heaven ;  but  we  pcdsoa  It 
by  oar  own  miseonduet:  to  die  is  the  fitta  of  man;  mrt  to  die 
with  lingering  anguish  is  generally  his  folly.**— Boswsu. 
The  passage  is  hi  No.  86.  oTthe  BwmhUr.  —  Caoasa.  Itl7. 

*  The  correspondence  may  be  seen  at  length  In  **  lie 
Gentkssaa's  Magaaine,"  Feb.  1786. — Boawsu. 
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'^  I  am  plenad  with  your  aecount  of  Easter.* 
We  shall  meet,  I  hope,  in  autumn,  both  well  and 
both  cheerful ;  and  i>art  each  the  better  for  the 
other's  company.  Make  my  compliments  to  Mm. 
Boswell,  and  to  the  young  charmers.    I  am,  &c, 

**Saii.  Johhsov.** 

[JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  THRALE. 
{BxiraeU.) 

•*  Smmd^,  Jum»%J  178S.  —  I  have  this  day  Uken 
a  psssage  to  Oxford  for  Monday*- not  to  frisk, 
as  you  eipress  it  with  Tcry  unfeeling  irony,  but  to 
catch  at  the  hopes  of  better  health.  The  change 
of  place  may  do  something.  To  leave  the  house 
where  so  much  has  been  suffered  affords  some  plea^ 
sure.** 

•'  Oxfbni,  Jmme  11.  —  Yesterday  I  came  to  Ox- 
ford, without  frtigue  or  inconTenicnee.  Here  is 
Miss  More*,  at  Dr.  Adams's,  with  whom  I  shall 
dine  to-morrow. 

«*  Oxford,  Jmm  12.  178S.  —  I  find  no  particular 
salubrity  in  this  air ;  my  respiration  is  very  labori- 
ous ;  my  appetite  is  good,  and  my  sleep  commonly 
long  and  quiet :  but  a  very  little  motion  disables 


<*  I  dine  to-day  with  Dr.  Adams,  and  to-morrow 
with  Dr.  WethereL«  Yesterday  Dr.  Edwards  ' 
inTited  some  men  from  Exeter  college,  whom  I 
liked  very  weU.  These  variations  of  company 
help  the  mind,  though  they  cannot  do  much  for  the 
hoij.  But  ihe  bc^y  receives  some  help  from  a 
cheerftil  mind." 

*•  OxfM,  Jwu  17.  178S.  ^Oxford  has  done,  I 
think,  what  for  the  present  it  can  do^  and  I  am 
going  slyly  to  take  a  place  in  the  coach  for  Wed- 
nesday, and  you  or  my  sweet  Qtutmey  will  fetch 
ma  on  Thursday,  and  see  what  you  can  make  of 


**  To<4)ay  I  am  going  to  dine  with  Dr.  Wheeler, 
and  to-monrow  Dr.  Edwards  has  invited  Miss 
Adams  and  Miss  More.  He  has  really  done  all 
that  he  could  do  for  my  relief  or  entertainment,  and 
really  drives  me  away  by  doing  too  much.*] 
—  LtUen, 

JOHNSON  TO  MR.  PERKIN&* 

•«Jaly».1781. 
*<  DxAR  Sra,  <—  I  am  much  pleased  that  you  are 
gmng  a  very  long  journey,  which  may  by  proper 
conduct  restore  your  health  and  prolong  your  life. 
**  Observe  these  rules :  — >  1.  Turn  all  care  out 
of  your  head  as  soon  as  you  mount  the  chaise.  2. 
Do  not  think  about  frugality ;  your  health  is  worth 
more  than  it  can  coat.    S.  Do  not  continue  any 


1  Which  I  edshrstod  in  the  Church  of  Ena land  chapsl  at 
Edinburgh,  founded  by  Lord  Chief  Baron  Smith,  of  rctpact. 
able  and  plooi  menoiy. ..-  BoewsiL. 

<  Mri.Ploui  had  mbdaied  and  mbplaesd  this  and  the 
IbHowInt  letter.  —  Caoaaa. 

s  Hannah  More  writes  :  —  *' Oxford.  June  ISth,  1781  — 
**lVho  do  yon  think  U  my  principal  doerone  at  Oxford? 
Only  Dr.  Johnson  t  and  ve  do  to  failant  It  about.  You  cannot 
Imagine  with  what  delight  he  showed  me  every  part  of  hto  own 
colldgn  (Pembroke),  nor  how  rejoiced  Hendenon  rp.763.  n.  4.1 
looked  to  make  one  In  the  party.  Dr.  Adant.  the  Matter  of 
Pembroke,  had  contrived  a  very  pretty  piece  of  gallantry .  We 
sprat  the  day  and  erenlng  at  hli  houio.  After  dinner  John* 
■on  begged  to  conduct  roe  to  tee  the  college ;  he  would  IK  no 
one  show  It  me  but  hlmielf :  *  Thii  was  my  room  ;  this  Shcn- 
ainne's.*  Then,  after  pointing  out  all  the  rooms  of  the  poets 
who  had  bssB  of  his  college,  ■  in  short,*  said  he,  *  we  were 


day's  journey  to  &tigue.  4.  Take  now  and  then  a 
day*s  rest.  5.  Get  a  smart  sea-aiekness,  if  you  csa. 
6.  Cast  away  all  aniiety,  and  keep  yoor  mmd  cMy. 
Tliis  last  direction  is  the  principal ;  with  an  uoquMt 
mind,  neither  eiercise,  nor  diet,  nor  physic,  cm  be 
of  much  use. 

"  I  wish  you,  dear  Sir,aprospcnras  jounwy,  sa^ 
a  happy  recovery.  I  am,  desr  Sir,  your  nram 
affectioaate  humble  servant,        Sam.  Jmmou/ 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELU 

**  DxAa  Sia,  —  Being  uncertain  whether  I 
should  have  any  call  this  autumn  into  the  covntrr. 
I  did  not  immediately  answer  yoor  kind  letter  I 
have  no  call ;  but  if  you  desire  to  meet  me  at  A^.- 
boume,  I  believe  I  can  come  thither ;  if  you  Kai 
rather  come  to  London,  I  can  stay  at  StRathaea . 
take  your  chdce. 

*'Tbis  year  has  been  very  heavy.  Proas  th« 
middle  of  January  to  the  middle  of  Jnoe,  1  w» 
battered  by  one  disofder  after  aaothcrl  I  ara 
now  very  much  recovered,  and  hope  elill  to  br 
better.  What  happiness  it  is  that  Mw%.  Bos«ci 
has  escaped. 

•*  My  Liacf  are  reprinting,  ami  I  have  fcsgotm 
the  author  of  Oiay*k  character  * :  write  iamcdiatrlt . 
and  it  may  be  periiaps  yet  inserted.  Of  Vaodtm  ot 
Ashbourne  you  have  your  free  choice;  at  aay  p^acv 
I  shall  be  glad  to  see  you.     Iam,&c., 

J< 


I 


I 


On  the  30th  August,  I  informed  him  tks: 
my  honoured  father  had  died  thmi  momii^: ; 
a  complaint  under  which  he  had  long  laboured 
haying  suddenly  come  to  a  crisia,  whSLt  I  «« 
upon  a  Tint  at  the  seat  of  Sir  Charlea  Fkvstua, 
mm  whence  I  had  hastened  the  da  j  beiiire, 
upon  receiving  a  letter  hy  exprem. 


JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 


7.  ina. 


"■DBAa  So,  — I  have  straggled 
year  with  so  much  infirmity  of  body, 
strong  impressions  of  the  fmgility  of 
death,  whenever  it  appears,  filb 
choly ;  and  I  cannot  bear  without 
removal  of  any  onc^  whom  I 
another  state. 

••  Tour  &ther^  death  had 
that  could  enable  yon  to  bear  it;  it  was  at  a 
age^  and  it  was  expected ;  and  as  hia 
had  been  pious,  his  thoughts  hod 
many  years  past  been  turned  upon 
you  did  not  find  him  ssmihle 


lit 


a  nert  of  Bin|tog  Mrda.*    *  Here  we 
at  cricket.*    He  ran  over  with  ptaaanre 
Juvenile  di^s  he  pasaed  there,    whea  he 
BKMB  room  we  spied  a  flne  Urge  priaC  of 
hong  up  that  very  wcmlng.  with  Ms 
Johnson  ours,  hlasself  a  host  r    Under  which 
Uie  face,  *  From  Mlm  More'a  SeaAIUty.  *  T¥ls 


«KJ 


amused  us ;  but,  alasl  Jolmsoa  looks 
less  and  wa&  However,  he  made  aa 
Caoaaa,  inSw 

*  Master  of  University  CollMa. 
Wetherd.  Attorney  General  In  iOS. 

*  See  antf.  p.  fill.  n.  1.  ^C. 

*  Mr.  Thrale's  successor  la  the 
r  The  Rev.  Mr.  TenHe,  VIear  of  Ic 

—  BoawELL.    JmlCt  p.  149.  a  I.  —  C. 


•*r 


JEt.  73. 


BOSWELUS  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


709 


yen ;  hi*  dttpocition  towftrdt  yoa  wm  undoubtcdlT 
that  of  a  kind,  though  not  of  a  ibnd  fiither.  Kimi- 
Deu,  at  lean  actual,  ia  in  our  power,  but  IbndnoH 
is  not ;  and  if  bj  negligence  or  imprudence  you 
had  eitinguiahcd  hit  Ibodneaa,  he  oould  not  at  will 
rekindle  it.  Nothing  then  remained  between  you 
but  mutual  (brgivcoeai  of  eaeh  other's  fiiults,  and 
mutual  desire  of  each  other*!  happincn.  I  shall 
long  to  know  his  final  disposition  of  hia  fortune. 

**  You,  dear  Sir,  have  now  a  new  station,  and 
hiTe  therrfiire  new  ear^a,  and  new  employments. 
Life,  as  Cowley  seems  to  saT,  ought  to  resemble  a 
veil-ordered  poem ;  of  which  one  rule  generally 
received  is,  that  the  exordium  should  be  simple, 
and  should  promise  littlew  Begin  your  new  course 
of  life  with  the  least  show  and  the  least  expense 
poiiible:  you  may  at  pleasure  inerease  both,  but 
you  cannot  eaaily  diminish  them.  Do  not  think  your 
e«tate  your  own,  while  any  man  can  call  upon  you 
fur  money  which  you  eannoi  pay :  therefore,  b^in 
vith  ttmoroua  parsimony.  Let  it  be  your  first  care 
not  to  be  in  any  man's  debt. 

"  When  the  thoughu  are  extended  to  a  future 
•ute,  the  present  life  seems  hardly  worthy  of  all 
those  principles  of  conduct  and  maiims  of  prudence 
vhicb  one  generation  of  men  has  transmitted  to 
another;  but  upon  a  closer  view,  when  it  is  per- 
ceiTcd  how  much  evil  is  produced  and  liow  much 
good  IS  impeded  by  embarrassment  and  distress,  and 
how  little  room  the  expedients  of  poverty  leave 
C#r  the  eiercise  of  virtue,  it  grows  manifest  that 
the  boundless  importance  of  the  next  life  enfbrcca 
tome  sttention  to  the  interests  of  this. 

**  Be  kind  to  the  old  servants,  and  secure  the 
lindocas  of  the  agents  and  factors.  Do  not  disgust 
them  by  asperity,  or  unweleonM  gaity,  or  apparent 
wspieioo.  From  them  you  must  learn  this  real 
Mate  of  your  aflairf,  the  characters  of  your  tenants, 
and  the  value  of  your  landa. 

**9Cake  my  compliments  to  Mrs.  Boswdl.  I 
think  her  expectations  from  air  and  exercise  are  the 
hc«  that  aha  can  fi>rm.  I  hope  she  will  live  long 
ind  happily. 

**  I  forget  whether  I  told  you  that  Rasay  has 
h««n  here.  We  dined  cheerfully  together.  I  en- 
trrtsiMd  lately  a  young  gentleman  from  Corricha- 
tvfaln.  I  received  your  letters  only  this  morning. 
I  am,  &C.,  Sam.  Johnson.** 

In  aniwer  to  my  next  letter  I  receired  one 
from  him,  disraaiung  me  from  hastening  to 
him  u  I  hftd  proposed.  What  ia  proper  for 
publication  ia  the  following  paragraph,  equally 
ju«t  and  tender : — 

**  One  expense,  however,  I  would  not  have  you 
to  spare :  let  nothing  be  omitted  that  can  preserve 
Mrs.  Boewell,  though  it  ahould  be  necessary  to 
tianaplant  her  Ibr  a  time  into  a  softer  climate.  She 
N  the  prop  and  stay  of  your  life  How  much  must 
ymu  childrM  sullkr  by  losing  her  1" 

My  wife  was  now  so  much  convinced  of  his 
iincere  friendship  for  me,  and  regard  for  her, 
thit  withoat  any  suj^gestion  on  mr  iMurt,  she 
wrote  him  a  very  polite  and  grateful  fetter. 

JOHNSON  TO  MRa  BOSWELL. 

*'Lon4oo,8«pC7. 17tl 
**  Dsaa  Laat,— .1  have  not  often  received  so 
">och  pleasure  as  from  your  invitation  to  Auchin- 


Icek.  The  Jouraey  thither  and  back  is,  indeed,  too 
great  for  the  latter  part  of  the  year ;  but  if  my 
health  were  fully  rcecnrered,  I  would  suffer  no  little 
heat  and  cold,  nor  a  wet  or  a  rough  road,  to  keep 
me  from  you.  I  am,  indeed,  not  without  hope  of 
seeing  Auchinleck  again ;  but  to  make  it  a  pleasant 
plaoe  i  must  see  its  lady  well,  and  brisk,  and  airy. 
For  my  sake,  therefore,  among  many  greater  rea- 
sons, take  care,  dear  Madam,  of  your  health ;  spare 
no  expense,  and  want  no  attendance,  that  can  pro- 
cure ease  or  preserve  it.  Be  very  careftil  to  keep 
your  mind  quiet ;  and  do  not  think  it  too  much  to 
give  an  account  of  your  reeovery  to,  Madam,  your^ 
&c.  Sax.  Johnson.** 

[JOHNSON  TO  LOWE." 

**  Oct.  SS.  178S. 

'*  Sia,  —  I  congratulate  you  on  the  good  that 
has  befallen  you.  1  always  told  you  that  it  would 
come.  I  would  not,  however,  have  you  flatter 
yourself  too  soon  with  punctuality.  You  must  not 
aspect  the  other  half  year  at  Christmas.  You  may 
use  the  money  as  your  needs  require ;  but  save  what 
you  can. 

**  You  must  undoubtedly  write  a  letter  of  thanks 
to  your  benefiictor  in  your  own  name.  I  have  put 
something  on  the  other  side.  I  am,  Sir,  your  most 
humble  servant.  Sax.  Johnson.** 

—  MSS, 

LOWE  TO  LORD  SOUTHWELL. 

**  Mr  Loan,  —  The  allowance  which  you  are 
pleased  to  make  me,  I  received  on  the  by 

Mr.  Puget.  Of  the  joy  which  it  brought  your 
lordship  cannot  Judges  because  you  cannot  imagine 
my  distress.  It  was  long  sinoe  I  had  known  a 
morning  without  solicitude  for  noon,  or  lain  down 
at  night  without  foreseeing  with  terror  the  dis- 
tresses of  the  morning.  My  debts  were  small,  but 
many;  my  creditors  were  poor,  and  therefore 
troublesome.  Of  this  misery  your  lordship*s  bounty 
has  given  me  an  intermission.  May  your  lordship 
live  long  to  do  much  good,  and  to  do  for  many 
what  you  have  done  for,  my  Lord,  your  lordship's 
&c.,  M.  LowK.**] 

—J/5.9. 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

"  London,  Dec.  7.  I7SS. 

*•  Dkax  Sia,  —  Having  passed  almost  this  whole 
year  in  a  succession  of  disorders,  I  went  in  October 
to  Brighthdmstone,  whither  I  came  in  a  sute  of 
so  much  weakness,  that  1  rested  four  times  in  walk- 
ing between  the  inn  and  the  lodging.  By  physie 
and  abstinence  I  grew  better,  and  am  now  reafon- 
ably  easy,  though  at  a  great  distance  from  health. 
I  am  aA«id,  however,  that  health  b^ns,  after 
seventy,  and  long  before,  to  have  a  meaning  diflfer- 
ent  from  that  which  it  had  at  thirty.  But  it  ia 
culpable  to  murmur  at  the  estaUinhed  order  of  the 
creation,  as  it  is  vain  to  oppose  it  He  that  lives 
must  grow  old ;  and  he  that  would  rather  grow 
old  than  die  has  God  to  thank  for  the  infirmities  of 
old  age. 

>*  At  your  long  sSleoee  I  am  rather  angry.     You 


1  TbsM  two  tetters  connimlcetsd  by  Mr.  Marklsnd  r*Ute 
lo  the  r«D#«sl  of  Lowe's  annnky  inm  Lord  Southwell,  siid 
shew  Us  eonstaot  sesi  for  hts  bioatole  Mead. .-  Caoasa. 

■  s  3 
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do  not,  since  now  you  are  tbe  head  of  fwn  hotMe, 
think  it  worth  your  while  to  try  whether  you  4»r 
your  friend  cm  live  longer  without  writing  ;  nor 
suapeet,  after  so  many  years  of  frieodshipt  that  when 
I  do  not  write  to  you  I  forget  you.  Put  all  «uch 
useless  jealouaies  out  of  your  head,  and  disdain  to 
regulate  your  own  practioe  by  the  practice  of 
another,  or  by  any  other  prineipie  than  the  4estie 
of  doing  right. 

**  Your  economy,  I  suppose^  begins  now  to  be 
settled ;  your  expenses  are  adijusted  to  your  revenue, 
and  all  your  people  in  their  proper  places.  Resolve 
not  to  be  poor.  Whatever  you  have,  spend  leaik 
Poverty  is  a  great  enemy  to  human  happiness:  it 
certainly  destroys  liberty;  and  it  makes  some 
virtues  imprsotieable,  and  others  extremfdy  dif- 
ficult. 

**  Let  me  know  the  history  of  your  life  since 
your  accession  to  your  estate ;  —  bow  many  houses, 
bow  many  cows,  how  much  land  in  your  own  band, 
and  what  bargains  you  make  with  your  tenants. 

**  Of  my  *  Lives  of  tbe  Poets'  they  have  printed 
a  new  edition  in  octavo,  I  hear,  of  three  thousand. 
Did  I  give  a  set  to  Lord  Hailes?  If  I  did  not,  I 
will  do  it  out  of  these.  What  did  you  make  of  all 
your  copy? 

"  Mrs.  Thrale  and  the  three  misses  are  now,  for 
the  winter,  in  Argyll  Street.  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds 
has  been  out  of  order,  but  is  well  again ;  and  I 
am,  dear  Sir,  your,  &c.,  Sam.  Johmsov.** 

MRa  BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

**  Bdinburth.  Dec  ».  ITtt. 

*'  Daaft  Sia,  —  I  waa  made  happy  by  your  kind 
letter,  which  gave  us  the  agreeable  hopes  of  seeing 
you  in  Scotland  again. 

**  I  am  much  flattered  by  tbe  ooooera  you  are 
pleased  to  take  in  my  recovery.  I  Mm  better,  and 
hope  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  oonvinee  you  by 
my  attention,  of  bow  much  consequence  I  esteem 
your  health  to  the  world  and  to  royself.  I  remain. 
Sir,  with  grateful  respect,  your  obliged  and  oiiedient 
servant,  MAmaAMxt  Boswell.'* 

Tbe  death  of  Mr.  Thrale  had  made  a  very 
material  alteration  with  respect  to  Johnson  s 
receptiun  in  that  family.  The  manly  authority 
of  the  husband  no  longer  curbed  tbe  lively 
exuberance  of  the  lady  ;  and  as  her  vanity 
had  been  fully  gratified,  by  having  the  CoIomus 
of  Literature  attached  to  her  for  many  years, 
ihe  gradually  became  leas  assidnons  to  pSeaae 
him.  Whether  her  attachment  to  him  was 
already  divided  bj  another  object,  I  am  unable 
to  ascert«n;  but  it  is  plain  that  Johnson's 


1  JohiMon,  though  diiutlsfled  with  Mn.  Thrale.  meant  no 
reproach  on  Ihif  oecasion  -~  he  mak«a  a  parthu^  tu^  pf  the 
Uirarp  —  makeft  a  rsiedieti»n  to  the  cAurcM,  ana  prooouncct 
a  prayer  on  quUtiiif  "  a  ptaee  where  he  had  eojuyrd  lo 
Buch  eomrort,"  noMweaute  Urs.  Thrale  nade  him  1i*m  wel- 
oooM  Chara.  but  becauae  ale,  aa4  Me  wilk  Mtr,  wf  leaving 
It.  WImd  Boawell  raoM  to  town  su  nmmdks  Imter,  tie  fuunJ 
hti  friend  domiciled  in  Mrs.  Thrale'a  retidence  lo  Argyll 
Street.  —  Cbokba. 

*  He  Menu  lo  have  taken  leave  oftbe  AiislMM  wall  aa  of 
the  ckmrdk  at  Streatham  in  Latin. 

**  Oct.  €.  Die  Domtoies,  ITSS. 
**Pran««t  loni  Streathamiae  afrntaum  cnii  coetuai  cum 
harMa  (tpkiach)  eoamliMatU,  Carciincn  CMrlnaoeuin  cnaa  uvU 


penetration  was  afive  to  her  n^ieet  or  Ibrred 
attention  ;  for  on  iiie  9th  of  October  this  ycir 
we  find  Inmittddnga  ^fMirtiBg  use  of  tbe  li- 
brary'* at  Streatham,  and prcmooneing  *J^^ 
which  he  composed  on  leaving  Mr.  Innle*! 
family. 


M 


Almighty  God,  Father  of  all  naRy,  bdpi 
by  thy  gnoe,  that  I  may*  with  buinMe  aiid^ 
thankfulness,  aemember  tbe  oobIosIs  s 
venieooes  which  I  have  enjoyed  at  this  pises;  sxd 
that  I  may  reaign  then  with  holy  lubanMini, 
equally  trusting  in  thy  pteteetioii  when  then  giisa 
and  when  thou  takeat  away.  Ham  ncrsy  epss 
me,  O  Lord !  have  meicy  npoM  me !  To  tky 
fatherly  protection,  O  Letd,  I  iiowmiaiH  thb&ociif. 
Bless,  guide,  and  dated  them,  that  they  aa*  ■• 
pass  throogh  this  vwsld,  as  finally  tosq^  ia  tkr 
presenoe  everlasting  bainiimiw,  fiw  Jeans  Cbnai 

(A-.  MiflML,p.814.) 


One  cannot  read  this  lurm/er  withoat  xne 
emotions  not  very  favourable  to  the  lady  whu^e 
conduct  occasioned  it. ' 

The  next  day,  he  made  the  ioUowiif  meou- 
randum: 

«  Oetdber  7.  —  I  was  eallcd  early.  Ipaskadvp 
my  bundles,  and  used  tbe  foregoing  prayct«  ^^ 
my  morning  devotions  somewhat,  I  thinlc,  enlsrfed 
Being  earlier  than  tbe  liMnily,  I  read  St.  IW» 
Ikrewell  in  the  Acta,  and  then  read  loitaitoedf 
in  the  Gospels, —  which  was  my  parting  nse  of  tkc 
library.- 


And  in  one    of  his   raeoMmadmi   boob  I 
find,  **'  Sunday,  went  to  dinreh  at  StreatksB. 
Tempio  vakdixi  cum  o9ado** 
Hemet  Mr.  PfaSip  MetcaMe * oAn  at <^r 

Joshua  Reynolds's  and  other  placet,  lad  «v 
a  good  deu  with  him  at  Brighthdmitooe  \^ 
autumn,  being  pleased  at  onoe  with  \m  exc^- 
lent  table  and  animated  conversation.  )t 
Metcalfe  ebowed  him  great  respect,  tad  *c' 
him  a  note  that  he  might  hare  the  ok  c!  L** 
carriaj^e  whenever  he  pleased.  Julinsna  (^ 
October,  1782,)  returned  this  polite  vryvtr 
*'  Mr.  Johnson  is  very  much  oUiged  hy  tsr 
kind  ofier  of  the  carriage,  but  be  hu  no  <i»n 
of  using  Mr.  Metcalfe*s  carriage,  cxoepi  vKv 
he  can  have  the  pleasure  of  Mr.  Hetcalu* 
company.**  Mr.  Metcalfe  coold  not  bat  k 
hiffhiy  pleased  that  his  company  was  thi* 
valued  by  Johnson,  and  he  frequently  siteadtii 
him  in  airings.  Thej  also  went  togetWr  * 
Chichester,   and  thejr  visited  Fetwarik  •»* 


pattlt,  lumbot  boviUoa.  ec 

carnet  nlaui,  flcat,  uvaa.  mm 

annl  im^nperica.  omi  nalis  Panici*.  tta 

Ictiu  aci-uDui.  cilium  nod  tee  ainapal.  ne 

extremoia  peccareiur.   Si  rertr  mowlnl  In 

epuUe  In  exr^uiis  HadonI 

reviaam  ?  "  —  Jtoar  MSS.   The  pkraac  ** 

exirtmmm  pcccaretar  **  li  rnn4rfcable,  « 

which  at  Irtt  ■ight  looks  llkr  burlea^oe. 

tadnpst — CauKsa. 

)  Mr.  Metcalfe.  «ho  alCDed  the  JUmmi 
He  wa«  a  l'r<««d  ol'  Sir  Joahua  Reyooaia, 
Uirre  parliamcntt.    lie  took  a  l««iluia  pait 
Frcxicll  clrrg)  ,  i>X|>r|ttd  bf  tW  UcvuluKtoa. 
l!iUO.  — CKORKa.  IH47. 
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Cowdnj,  the  venerable  sest  of  the  Lordt 
MoBUMmte. '  ""  Sir,**  said  Johnson, ""  I  should 
like  to  stay  here  foiuvand-twentf  hoars.  We 
see  here  how  our  ancestors  lived" 

That  his  curkMntj  was  still  unabated  ap- 
pears from  two  letters  to  Mr.  John  Kichots, 
of  the  10th  and  20th  of  October  this  year.  In 
one  he  sajs,  **  I  have  looked  into  your  *  Anec- 
dotes,* and  jou  will  hardlj  thank  a  lorer  of 
literary  history  for  telling  you  that  he  has  been 
much  informed  and  gratified.  I  wish  yon 
vroold  add  your  own  discoveries  and  intelli- 
gence to  those  of  Dr.  Rawfinson  ',  and  under- 
t4ske  the  Supplement  to  Wood.  Think  of  it.** 
In  the  &Aerf  *^  I  wish,  Sir,  you  could  obtain 
•ome  ftdler  information  of  Jortin^  Markland  \ 
and  Thirlby.  *  They  were  three  contempo- 
nuiGs  of  great  enunenoe. 

JOHKSON  TO  REYKOLDS. 

*  BrifhtlMtaMtaiM,  Not.  14.  ITSt. 
•*  Oeam,  Sia,  ^- 1  hsud  vntcrday  of  your  late 
diaoffdcr,  and  should  think  ill  of  myadf  if  I  had 
beard  of  it  witboot  alarm.  I  heard  likewiae  of 
yoor  laoawsry,  whieb  I  maciely  wbh  to  he  com- 
plete and  penaananL  Your  eouDtry  has  been  io 
dMM»g9t  of  loaiog  ooa  of  ita  brightest  ornaments,  and 
I  of  loaiag  one  of  mj  oldest  and  kindest  friends ; 
but  I  bopoyou  will  sttU  lire  long,  for  the  honour 
of  tho  nation  i  and  that  more  enjoyment  of  your 
eleganec,  your  intelligcnee,  and  your  benevolence  is 
still  reserved  for,  dear  Sir,  your  most  aifectiooate, 
&c., 

Sam.  JoHmoK." 

The  Revetend  Mr.  Wilson*  having  dedicated 


I  Ttali 


hss  siM9s  rsSth  Sept.  1793] 


totally  dntrorsd  bf  ftrs.  — M Atoni.  I'ltrre  if  a  poptiUr 
•  iprruttKNi  that  thlt  Inhrrtoncela  arcurwrf.  for  haTlns  tM>en 
fhfevtuf  KiM  plaadarefttMctouraaatCbaDtiMMim/andMNiM 
iMmtnttmUla  scCUanta  bavn  ftlven  countenance  to  tn«  vulgar 
f trejudlca.  When  I  rltltrd  tiio  rubit  of  Cow4ray  irnne  twenty 
Tv«rtaf*  I  was  nBtodad  (lii  midHUmtooMfK  ilorie*)  that  the 
vru  qf  kotkjirr  amd  water  had  fallen  on  Cowdray ;  ita 
,.,iM  cnroer.  Brovne  Vltcouot  Montagu,  the  last  male  of  his 
hsvlaf  beendrowBad  te  ihrHhtaaat  Schalfhauten 
•  1798.  a  few  dav*  aAer  the  dettrurtlun  of  C«  v- 
jo»y:  aad  tha  good  folki  of  the  aelgblMHniiood  did  not 
m  r«ipl«  t«  nioiiliBiy  tlist  II  «o«ld  two  out  a  f^ui  iniierit- 
tf»r«.  Atlhat  period  the  preMntpotM«tor.  Mr.  Po)ntx.  who 
i.mI  saarrM  Lord  Moatsra'i  titter  and  hrirett.  Iiad  two 
«■*••■,  who  SMaad  daeltnsn  to  lohrrit  Cowdray ;  biit.  on  the 
7 til  July.  ISIS,  thets  yottoe  feotlemen  boating  off  ISugnor 
« ir h  thrlr  fiubar.  on  a  vary  Bne  day,  the  bi»at  wai  uoaccount- 
ipest.  and  the  twe  raothi  perithad ;  and  thus  were 
mora  ftilillad  tha  forebodings  of  tupertUtkm.  See 
coriooi  obMrratloBe  on  the  lutalefc  iif  the  fhtsllty 
1 1  w  ting  tbP  InharlbBcs  ^  oooSsestad  church  piupattj  in 

I  speech 
Llfo  or 
W-Mtker :  **  Cfas  hara.  sod  wlU  cleave  to  the  very  stones  of 
4»v  liulldin|s  that  have  been  ronsecraccd  to  Gvd.  an«l  the 
iSMr'a  tio  or  aaerllafe  bath  aad  will  prove  to  be  enutled  on 
!>.•  MB  and  Ctfolly.'^  8eo  also  the  remarkable  pasMigeof 
S  r  H.  SpHaao's  Ulslonr  and  Fate  of  Kacritega  qut«fed. 
fjMOiail^  lUwitm,  vol.  4S.  p.  IM.  —  MAasLAnn.  ISM.  Tha 
l^^wwtm  and  Poyois  Ibsrfllas  being  extinct  la  the  male  line. 
( *«r«drar  has  lately  passed  by  purcTiatr  Intti  th^  ftossestion  of 
tKr  Karl  of  Bgaoot  ^  let  us  hope  nsrliar^NM  Jtt$.^ 
CWMOL,  ISI7. 


>»ir  llanry  apaUoan?  Traotisa  on  tha  **  History  aad  F 

.•^•nleffi.'*— CaoKiB,iai.  See  ArchblshopWbltfm'ss] 

'<>  0<i««n  Bltaheth,  as  given  by  Waltnn.  In  bis  **Ll 


»•» 


to  him  his  *^  Ardueological  Dictionary,**   that 
mark  of  respeot  was  thu  ackDOwledgod :  — 

JOHNSON  TO  THE  REV.  MR.  WILSON, 

GUheroe,  JJmeoMhire. 

*'  Doe.  SI.  I7ts. 
**  Bceaaaira  Sia,  —  That  I  hava  long  omitted  to 
ratuni  you  thaaka  lor  the  honour  coifcred  upon 
me  by  your  dadiaatioa,  I  entreat  you  with  great 
camestnaaa  not  to  consider  as  more  laulty  than  it  is. 
A  ^rary  importonato  aad  opprassite  disorder  has  Utt 
soma  time  debarred  me  Inun  the  pleaauics  and  ob- 
ttmeied  me  in  tba  duties  of  Uk.  The  eataem  and 
kindness  of  wiae  and  good  men  is  one  of  the  last 
pleaaurea  wbieh  I  can  be  oonleat  te  loas;  and 
gratitude  to  those  from  whom  this  pleasure  is  re- 
ceived is  a  duty  of  which  I  hope  never  to  be  re- 
proached with  the  final  n^lect.  I  therefore  now 
rctosn  you  thanks  ibr  tbe  notice  which  I  have  la- 
ocived  from  you«  and  which  I  consider  aa  giving  to 
my  name  not  only  more  bulk,  but  more  weight ; 
not  only  as  extending  its  superficies,  but  aa  increas- 
ing Its  value.  Your  book  wis  evidently  wanted, 
and  will,  I  hope,  find  its  way  into  the  school ;  to 
which,  however,  I  do  not  mean  to  confine  it ;  for 
no  man  has  so  much  skill  in  ancient  rites  and 
practices  as  not  to  want  it.  As  1  suppoae  myself 
to  owe  part  of  your  kindness  to  my  excellent  friend. 
Dr.  Fatten,  he  has  likewiae  a  juat  daim  to  my 
acknowledgment*  which  I  hope  you.  Sir,  will  trans- 
mit There  will  soon  appear  a  new  edition  of  my 
Poetical  Biography:  if  you  will  accept  of  a  copy 
to  keep  me  in  your  mind,  be  picaaed  to  let  me 
know  how  it  may  ha  conveniently  conveyed  to 
you.  This  present  is  small,  but  it  is  given  with 
good- will  by,  reverend  Sir,  your  moBt,&c., 

**SsM.  JomrsoK.** 


*  Dr.  Richard  RawUoson,  an  etninenl  antiquary,  and  a 
great  benefector  to  thf  University  of  Oxford.  He  founded 
the  Anglo-Saxon  professorship  there,  and  hrqusothni  to  Is 
all  bis  oollecfloo  of  MS S..  medals,  antiquities,  and  cnrloelties. 
He  died  In  I7M,  at.  65.  There  had  been  some  Idea  of  ob- 
taining this  proCsssorshIp  for  Johnsoo.  >—  Csosaa. 

*  Dr.  John  Jottlo,  a  vohnolnoas  aad  raapectahia  writer  oo 
ganeral  sutuects,  as  well  as  an  eninenl  divine.  He  died  la 
August,  1770,  Archdeacon  of  Ix»ndon  and  Vicar  (^Kensing- 
ton :  where  his  pleijr  and  charit v,  gream  even  than  his  great 
learning  and  talents,  are  itlll  remeanbered.  His  lacooie 
rpluph  In  Kensington  cburrhjrard,  dirtsSed  bj  himself,  con* 
tains  a  new  turn  of  that  thought  which  Diuvt  be  common  to 
all  apttaphs^— Johannes  Jon  In  mortalis  esfadesilt.  A.S.  1770^ 
«t.  72."    Jokm  j0fH»  etau4  to  be  mtartml,  he.  —  Caoasa. 


*  Jeremiah  Marklaud  was  an  emincot  critic,  paitleularlr  in 
Greek  litaratare.    Ha  died  In  177S,  St.  SI.  —  Csoasa. 

*  Stjan  Thlrlb7 ;  a  critic  of  at  least  as  mnch  reputatloB  as 
he  deserves.  He  studied  successively  divinity,  medldna.  and 
law.  Ha  seams  to  have  been  of  a  tamper  at  once  perversa  and 
Indolcat,  and  to  have  dlmssed  sod  disgraced  hb  laieiits  by 
haUu  of  intoxicatloo.  Ha  eesopialos.  In  s  strain  of  sal^ 
satisfoction,  that  **  when  a  amn  (iraaning  hImsalO  thus  tovars 
by  totdlccnml  osaltatioa  ahoee  his  eantcmporanes,  ha  b  va- 

Kawottd  as  ^rooAns,  or  /asp,  or  caprtcseas.**    Ha  died  Io 
M,  as.  SI.  ^Csoasa. 

*  A  coorfsa  bat  very  just  rharoctrr  of  Mr.  Wlbao  b  gHon 

5Df.  Whiitsfcar  In  the  dedlcatioo  of  s  plate.  In  tha  History 
WhaUey.  *«Vlro  Bcvereodo  Tbomsr  Wilson  S.  T.  B. 
arrlasbi  da  Clltheroe,  mintstra  ~  sodsU  jocundbsinw  _ 
fX ■'■*•»»  loslgnifoliel  juvanum  taisAltutorl."  Ha  died  la 
ISIS,  agrd  sistT'Sve ;  during  about  forty  of  which,  ha 
laboriously  aceuBlad  as  tha  ssaslar  of  thttmieMri  ' 
of  Ciltbaroa.  —  MAaaLAMit. 
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do  Dot,  since  now  jrou  are  the  heed  of  yowr  hoiMie, 
think  it  worth  jour  while  to  try  whether  you  4ir 
your  friend  can  live  longer  without  writing  ;  nor 
suapeet,  after  bo  numy  yeara  of  friendahip,  that  when 
I  do  not  write  to  you  I  fi»rget  you.  Put  all  auch 
uaeleH  jcalouaiea  out  of  your  head,  and  disdain  to 
emulate  your  own  furactiee  by  the  practice  of 
another,  or  by  amy  other  prineapW  than  the  desire 
of  doing  right 

**  Your  economy,  I  tuppote,  hegina  now  to  be 
aettled ;  your  expeneea  are  ad|ju«ted  to  your  revenue, 
and  all  your  people  in  their  proper  placea.  Reaolve 
not  to  be  poor.  Whatever  you  have,  apend  leav. 
Poverty  ia  a  great  enemy  to  human  happiness :  it 
certainly  destroys  liberty;  and  it  makes  some 
virtues  impracticable,  and  others  estreinely  dif- 
ficult. 

**  Let  me  know  the  history  of  your  life  since 
your  accession  to  your  estate ;  —  bow  many  houses, 
how  many  cows,  how  much  land  in  your  own  hand, 
and  what  bargains  you  make  with  your  tenants. 

**  Of  my  <  Lives  of  the  Poets*  they  have  printed 
a  new  edition  in  octavo,  I  hear,  of  three  tbouaand. 
Did  I  give  a  set  to  Lord  Hailes?  If  I  did  not,  I 
will  do  it  otttof  theae.  What  did  you  make  of  all 
your  copy  ? 

**  Mra.  Thrale  and  the  three  misses  are  now,  for 
the  winter,  in  Argyll  Street  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds 
has  been  out  of  order,  but  is  well  again ;  and  I 
am,  dear  Sir,  your,  &c.,  Sam.  Johmsoh.** 

MRa  BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

**  Bdinborgta,  Dsc.  tOi  1712. 

"  Daaa  Sia,  ^  I  was  made  liappy  by  your  kind 
latter,  which  gave  us  the  agreeable  hopes  of  seeing 
you  in  Scotland  again. 

**  I  am  much  flattered  by  die  concern  you  are 
pleased  to  take  in  my  recovery.  I  am  better,  and 
hope  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  oonviaee  jfou  by 
my  attention,  of  how  much  consequence  I  esteem 
your  health  to  the  world  and  to  myself.  I  remain. 
Sir,  with  gzateful  respect,  your  obliged  and  obedient 
servant,  MAaoAaar  JioswtiJ..** 

The  death  of  Mr.  Thrale  had  made  a  very 
material  alteration  with  respect  to  Johnson  a 
reception  in  that  family.  The  manly  authority 
of  the  husband  bo  longer  curbed  the  lively 
exuberance  of  the  lady  ;  and  as  her  vanity 
had  been  fully  gratified,  by  having  the  Colossus 
of  Literature  attached  to  her  for  naany  years, 
she  gradually  became  less  assidnoas  to  please 
him.  Whether  her  attachment  to  him  was 
already  divided  bj  another  object,  I  am  unable 
to  asoertfttn;  but  it  is  plain  that  Johnson's 


>  Johnsmi,  though  disMtitfled  with  Mrt.  Thrale.  meant  no 
fSpToach  on  tbit  oecatton  ~~  be  niakf*  a  pcrrfAtf  «*<f  ^  tkt 
Uiim-0  —  nakei  s  rmiedietitm  to  tbe  cAmtcA.  aDapronounces 
a  prsyer  on  qiiUtiog  **  a  piaee  where  he  had  enioyrd  ao 
SBueh  oomfon,"  nor  becauw  Uri.  'Ilirale  niAde  him  i<>m  wo1> 
eooM  th«««,  but  beemiee  cAe,  ay4  ke  wOk  a«r,  wrm  leaving 
It.  When  Botwell  came  to  town  mU  mtnUAs  later,  lie  founJ 
hlf  friend  domiciled  In  Mrt.  Tbralc's  reildrace  In  Argyll 
Street.  ^  Csoass. 

•  lleMflMS  lo  have  taken  leave  of  IbeMcftMSS  well  aa  of 
the  ekmrck  at  StreathaB  In  Liuln. 

**  Oct.  €.  Die  Dooriaiea,  ITSS. 
*'Fnmrae  nm  Btreathamlae  atrnhinm  cnit  eocCun  ciin 
harWt  («|iiaaeb>  caw— taintU,  (arciincn  fbrlnaceum  omb  uvU 


penetration  was  aliTe  to  her  negleet  or  foited 
attention  ;  for  <m  tlie  tth  of  October  this  tor 
we  find  him  making  ft  **  parting  use  of  the  H- 
brarj"  at  Streatham,  aiidiironoandngai)nf9 
which  he  composed  on  leavmg  Mr.  Tiinles 
family. 

"  Almighty  God,  Faihar  of  all  BMicy,  bilpw 
by  thy  grace,  that  I  may*  wiOi  huonble  aad  aiaeat 
thankfulness,  temember  the  emafastt  sad  ceo- 
venieocea  whidi  I  have  eiuojed  at  Ihis  flsct;  ud 
that  1  may  icaign  them  with  holy  mibmmm, 
equally  trtisting  ia  thy  pratcetioo  when  then  gnvl 
and  when  thou  takeat  away.  Has*  mcicj  spas 
me,  O  liord  I  have  mercy  upaa  sse !  Te  iky 
iatherly  protection,  O  Lord,  I  camnwd  iA»  £»;!«• 
Bless,  guide,  and  rliftnil  tham,  that  they  »•  • 
paaa  through  thia  wwld,  aa  finally  tosqiojr  is  tbr 
presenee  everlasting  bappimiw,  tot  Jcsas  Cbnai 
sake.     Amen."    (IV.  mirf  AfsdL,  p.  814.) 

One  cannot  read  this  prayer  without  fUDc 
emotions  not  very  favourable  to  the  lady  vb^-^ 
conduct  occasioned  it. ' 

The  next  day.  he  made  the  following  skod- 
randum: 

«Oet(4)er7.  — twaseBllcdearly.  Ipatksdsp 
my  bundles,  and  used  the  fbrsgoing  ptayti,  v4 
my  morning  devotions  aomewbat,  I  think,  snlBrftd 
Being  earlier  than  the  fianily,  I  read  St  Fi'<*>'^ 
Ihrewell  in  the  Aeta,  and  then  rend  fbfunisvl; 
in  the  Goapela, —  which  was  my  portiagaaeef  ikt 
library." 


And  in  one  of  his  meoMraadiiB  boob  I 
find,  "Sunday,  went  to  churdi  at  8treatb& 
Tempio  ffoledixi  emm  ostmIo.*** 

Hemet  Mr.  Pb^  Metcalfe ' ofttn  st  S> 
Joshua  Reynolds's  and  other  pbces,  sad  w 
a  good  deal  with  him  at  Brighthetmstaae  *&« 
autumn,  beinff  pleased  at  onee  with  bisei>*> 
lent  table  and  animated  conversation.  ^ 
Metcalfe  showed  him  ^reat  respect,  sad  *nt 
him  a  note  that  he  might  hare  the  use  r'  u 
carriage  whenever  he  pleased.  Jolwoa  \^ 
OctoW,  1782,)  returned  this  wJite  amwtr 
**  Mr.  Johnson  is  very  much  obliged  br  tW 
kind  offer  of  the  carriage,  bat  he  h«  no  dcp:^ 
of  using  Mr.  Metcalfe's  carri^e,  escfft  v^v 
he  can  have  the  pleasure  of  Mr.  Vetcalzr* 
company.**  Mr.  Metcalfe  could  not  bal  ^ 
highly  plca:$ed  that  his  company  was  t&^ 
valued  by  Johnson^and  he  frequently  sttofti^ 
him  in  airings.  Thej  also  wenttoprtkf  • 
Chichester,   and  thej  viaited  Petwortk  •*^ 


paids,  lumbos  bovUloa,  K  pollen  faUfaiw  Ti 

camel  nltta*.  Sea*,  urai.  non  adiPwiuM 

annl  iMenperlo,  ciua  malls  PeraicA*.  U* 

lasttu  sci'ubui.  dbum  nodicA  euoiptl, 

extremnni  peccarecur.   Si  nrtf  menM.ia 

rpuke  In  esreuUt  Had  ml 

reviuro?**.JIeer  jrSJ.    The. 

extrrmmm  pcceantar  '*  is  npaurkablr.  anl  pt«M«  t^* 

which  at  flrst  sight  looks  like  burlesque,  was  eraistt  •*' 

ladnpss.  .-jCeuKsa. 

s  Mr.  Mrtcaire.  mho  tifned  the  JUmmi  !■*«.  «^  ' 
He  was  a  (rU-od  ef  Sir  Joahtta  Bryiiokte.  md  s  9**> 
tlwre  uarllaments.    He  look  a  tMMifns  p«n  istt'  ^  ■* 
Frrncl)  cl<Tt;} .  caprI  rd  kf  Uu.  Ucvokiticii,  t0k  iSm  M! 
180D.  — CHofcOT,  IMI. 
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Cowdnj,  the  Tenenble  seftt  of  the  Lonk 
Mootaeiite.  ^  **  Sir,**  said  Johnson, ""  I  should 
like  to  ttsj  here  four-«iid-tweii^  hours.  We 
see  here  how  our  ancestors  lived.** 

That  his  curiouty  was  still  unabated  ap- 
pears from  two  letters  to  Mr.  John  Kichou, 
of  the  loth  and  iOth  of  October  this  year.  In 
one  he  says,  **'  I  have  looked  into  your  *  Anec- 
dotes,* sad  you  will  hardly  thank  a  lover  of 
literary  history  for  telling  you  that  he  has  been 
much  informed  and  gratified.  I  wish  you 
woidd  add  your  own  discoveries  and  intelli- 
gence to  those  of  Dr.  Rawlinson  ',  and  under- 
take the  Supplement  to  Wood.  Think  of  it.*' 
In  the  otfier,  **  I  wish,  Sir,  ^ou  could  obtain 
some  lulkr  infennstionof  Jortin^  Markland  ^ 
and  Thirlby.  *  They  were  three  contempo- 
raries of  great  eminence. 

JOHNSON  TO  REYNOLDS. 

«•  BrIchClMlMlaiM,  Nor.  14.  ITSl. 
**  Da^a  Sia,  —  I  hsaid  yesterday  of  year  late 
diMffdcr,  and  should  think  ill  of  myidf  if  I  had 
beard  of  it  withoot  alirm.  I  heard  Ukewiw  of 
yoor  raeoysfyt  which  I  stneerely  wish  to  be  coa- 
pUtm  and  psnaanant.  Your  country  has  been  in 
liai^ar  of  loaiog  one  of  its  brightest  ornameDta,  and 
I  of  losing  one  af  av  oldest  and  kindest  friends ; 
but  I  hope  you  will  stiU  life  long,  for  the  honour 
of  the  JMtion  i  and  that  more  enjoyment  of  your 
rlci^ncc,  your  tntelligcnoe,  and  your  beiievolenee  is 
fttiJl  reserved  fi»r,  dear  Sir,  your  most  slfectiaoate, 

Saw.  JoRirsoM.* 
The  BevereadAfr.  Wilson <  having  dedicated 


•  TbU 


has  siM9s  rsaih  Sept.  1793] 


be««  totally  dnCroTsd  bf  Are.  — M*u>nc.  TUrre  ii  a  popular 
•tipmtitloii  that  this  1nh«^tanoeli«ecMr««tf.  rorhaTlnclM^en 
1  id  the  phMMler  «f  the  church  at  ^b^DismlmUimi  and  tome 


aoddenta  hav«  girco  counteoance  to  uie  f  uigar 
prvjudlce.  When  f  Tbhrd  tite  rufais  of  Cowdray  tonie  twenty 
yma  afo  I  was  raoiladed  ( in  addaioo  to  older  •torlM )  that  the 
-mru  qf  hotkjtrr  ttmd  water  had  fallen  on  Cowdray ;  iu 
otdc  ovner,  Browne  Viccount  Montagu,  the  la«t  male  of  hit 
vtcieat  nae.hBvtof  bcendrowated  tetheHhlneat  SchaffliMisen 
{  I  October,  1791.  a  few davi  aSVn the  dettrurtiun  or  Ctw- 
J  ray :  and  the  good  folkt  of  the  nclf hbourhood  did  not 
M-rtifAe  le  eiopheiy  that  II  woold  torn  out  a  Ut»\  Inherit* 
Are.  At  that  period  the  preaeatpoeieiior,  Mr.  Po)  ntx.  who 
.i»d  aaarrled  Lord  Montactt'i  vlster  and  he1ree».  had  two 
MK«a.  who  seeaed  dartload  to  isherit  Cowdray ;  but.  on  the 
71  h  iuly,  ISIS.  Chete  youne  fentlcmen  boating  off  Bosnor 
■  u  h  thHr  Cuher,  on  a  very  tne  day,  the  biiat  wai  unactount- 
Mbly  opeet,  and  the  two  Toetha  perlahed;  and  thus  were 
^MiC0  more  (blffiled  the  lorebodbigt  of  superstltkm.  See 
tnmf  curiooi  obterrellem  on  the  tubJecc  nf  the  fttaltty 
••MwJtef  the  lBhii|biiiMi  ef  eeotacated  church  pnipertr  iu 
■Mr  Henry  tpeiaawTTraatiie  en  the  "  tlletory  and  Fall  of 
.«rrilef«i.**— CaoKSK.  ISIl.  See  ArchMfbopWhttgiA**  speech 
ti>  Qttrwfl  BIsaheth,  as  given  by  Walton,  in  his  **Llla  oT 
||i«i4«r :  **  Corses  bare,  aad  will  cleave  to  the  very  stones  of 

•  SfMi*  biitldin|t  that  have  been  ronserraicd  to  God.  ami  the 

•  «*lMr*s  Bia  efseci  liege  hath  and  will  prove  to  be  enuiled  on 
»  •  MO  aad  Cuolly.'^  See  also  the  remarkable  passage  of 
^r  H.  SpHniMi's  Uletonr  and  Fate  of  Karrileg*  qu.Hed. 
q^isi  a  rl$  lUwitw,  vol.  43.  p.  ISS.  ~  MABKkAMi.  ISSS.  The 
Ilr«wve  and  Poyau  Ibodlles  belna  c&iiuct  la  the  male  line, 
<'<>wdraf  has  lately  passed  by  purrh««e  tnt«>  the  itostesvlon  of 
cb^  Kerl  of  Kgaoot  ^  lee  «s  hope  meUmikm  Jtt9.^ 
COMoa,  ISI7. 


to  him  his  ^  Archaeological  Dictionary,"   that 
mark  of  respeot  was  thiu  acknowledged :  — 

JOHNSON  TO  THE  REV.  MR.  WILSON, 

Clithnot^  Lmcaihin, 

**Dec.Sl.lfN. 
**  Kavaaaaa  Sia,  —  That  I  has*  loagoaaittod  to 
Mtam  yon  thaaks  for  the  honour  confcrred  upon 
ne  by  your  dedieetioa,  I  ontreot  you  with  great 
cameataess  not  to  consider  as  ommv  fiiulty  than  it  in. 
A  very  importonale  and  oppresrive  disorder  baa  for 
soane  time  doborred  me  horn  the  pUasuics  and  ob- 
strueted  me  in  the  duties  of  Itfou  The  esteem  and 
kindacas  of  wiae  and  good  men  is  one  of  tha  last 
pleasaies  whieh  I  eaa  he  eeoleat  to  k 
gratitude  to  those  from  whom  this  plci 
ceived  is  a  duty  of  which  I  hope  aeeer  to  be  re- 
proached with  the  final  neglect.  I  therefore  now 
rcium  you  thanks  for  the  notice  which  I  havt  so* 
oaieed  from  you«  and  which  1  consider  as  giving  to 
my  name  not  only  more  bulk,  but  more  weight ; 
not  only  as  citending  its  superficies,  but  as  increaa- 
ing  its  value.  Your  book  was  evidently  wanted, 
and  will,  I  hope,  find  its  way  into  the  school ;  to 
which,  however,  I  do  not  mean  to  confine  it ;  fiar 
no  man  has  so  much  skill  in  ancient  rites  and 
practices  as  not  to  want  it.  As  I  suppose  myself 
to  owe  part  of  yotir  kindness  to  my  eieellent  friend. 
Dr.  Fatten,  he  has  likewise  a  just  daim  to  my 
acknowledgment,  which  I  hope  you.  Sir,  will  trans- 
mit There  will  soon  appear  a  new  edition  of  my 
Poetical  Biography:  if  you  will  accept  of  a  copy 
to  keep  me  in  your  mind,  be  pleased  to  let  ase 
know  how  it  may  be  conveniently  conveyed  to 
you.  lliis  present  is  small,  but  it  b  given  with 
good- will  by,  rererend  Sir,  your  most,&c., 

''Sam.  Johkson.** 


*  Dr.  Richard  Rawlinson*  an  miiftenl  antiquary,  am!  a 
greet  benefhctor  to  thf  UnlTertity  of  Oxford.  He  foanded 
the  Anglo- 8aaoQ  professorship  there,  and  bcqoaatbed  to  Is 
all  his  cotlrctloo  of  MSS.,  medals,  aotiquitira,  and  coriositles. 
He  died  In  1754,  aC  65.  There  had  been  sone  Idea  of  ob- 
taining this  professorship  fbr  Johnsoo.  —  Cnocsa. 

s  Dr.  John  Jortia,  a  vehnoinoos  aod  reapectalde  writer  oa 

5aneral  subiects,  as  well  at  an  eooinent  dlrlne.  He  died  la 
ktagust,  1770.  Archdeacon  of  tendon  and  Vicar  of  Kensing- 
ton ;  where  his  piety  and  charity,  greater  even  than  his  great 
learning  and  talents,  are  ftili  remenbered.  His  laconle 
epitaph  In  Kmslngton  churrhyard,  dictated  hy  himself,  eoo* 
tains  a  new  turn  of  that  thought  which  murt  be  eommoo  to 
ail  epitaphs^— Johannes  Jonin  nortalls  es«edesiit,  A.S.  1770^ 
ct.  71."    Jokm  J»rHn  ceased  to  be  mortmi,  Ac.  ~  Caoaia. 

*  Jeremiah  Marlilaiid  was  an  emiiieot  critie,  partlcolerly  in 
Greaii  lltaratore.    He  died  in  inS,  at.  tt.  —  CaoRsa. 

*  Styaa  Thlrtby ;  a  crktc  of  at  least  as  much  repotatloo  as 
he  deserves.  He  studied  successively  divinity,  medichie,  and 
law.  Ha  seems  to  have  been  of  a  temeer  at  once  perverse  and 
Indoleol,  aad  to  luive  dimmed  and  disgraced  his  talents  by 
haMu  of  Intoxicatloo.  He  eompiaios.  In  a  strain  of  self. 
s»tlsfaeCioo,  that  **  when  a  man  (iroHuIng  bImselO  tlius  towers 
bf  totelinlMal  esaltatlen  abeee  his  eaotemporanes,  he  is  re- 

{traaeoted  as  tfrowAm,  or  laiy.  or  caprtcioM/*    Ua  died  in 
7M,  at.  SI.  >.  Caoasa. 

«  A  coortoe  hot  very  just  cbaroctrref  Mr.  Wttsoo  Is  given 

5  Dr.  Wblitaker  to  the  dedlcaUoo  of  a  plate.  Id  the  History 
Whaliey.  "Vlro  Revereodo  Tboma  WUsoo  8.  T.B. 
errlosla  do  Clltheroe,  mlnistra  .  sodall  leciindlsiimo  ~~ 
oflroiAtyp  Insignlfeliel  iuvaoiun  laaltutori.**  He  died  la 
Iflfl.  aged  sIxty-Sve ;  during  about  forty  of  which,  lie 
labniioasly  eeeoolad  aa  the  aaestar  of  the  i 
of  CtlUMroe.  ->  HAaaLAMO. 
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do  sot,  since  now  you  are  the  beAd  of  yovr  houne, 
think  it  worth  your  while  to  try  whether  you  «r 
your  friend  can  live  longer  without  writing ;  nor 
suapeet,  after  ae  many  years  of  friendship,  that  when 
1  do  not  write  to  you  I  ibrget  you.  Put  all  sueh 
useless  jealouaies  out  of  your  head,  and  disdain  to 
regulate  your  own  praetioe  by  the  practiee  of 
another,  or  by  any  other  prineiplfe  than  the  desire 
of  doing  right 

"  Your  economy,  I  suppose,  begins  now  to  be 
settled ;  your  expenses  are  adjusted  to  your  revenue, 
and  all  your  people  in  their  proper  placea.  Reaelve 
not  to  be  poor.  Whatever  you  have,  spend  less. 
Poverty  is  a  great  enemy  to  human  happiness :  it 
certainly  destroys  liberty;  and  it  makes  some 
virtues  impracticable,  and  others  extremely  dif- 
ficult 

**  Let  me  know  the  history  of  your  life  since 
your  accession  to  your  estate ;  —  how  many  houses, 
how  many  cows,  how  much  land  in  yonr  own  hand, 
and  what  bargains  you  make  with  your  tenants. 

''Of  my  *  Lives  of  the  PoeU*  they  have  printed 
a  new  edition  in  octavo,  I  hear,  of  three  thouaand. 
Did  I  give  a  set  to  Lord  Hailes?  If  1  did  not,  I 
will  do  it  out  of  these.  What  dad  you  make  of  all 
your  copy  ? 

**  Mrs.  Thrale  and  the  three  misses  are  now,  for 
the  winter,  in  Argyll  Street.  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds 
has  been  out  of  order,  but  is  well  again ;  nnd  I 
am,  dear  Sir,  your,  &c.,  Sam.  Jobmsok.** 

MR&  BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

**  BdiolHirgh.  Dec  SO.  17U. 

**  Dmam,  Sutf  -~  1  was  made  liappy  by  your  kind 
latter,  which  gave  us  the  agreeable  hopea  of  seeing 
you  in  Scotland  again. 

**  I  am  much  flattered  by  the  cooeem  you  are 
pleased  to  take  in  my  recovery.  I  am  better,  and 
hope  to  have  it  in  my  power  lo  convince  you  by 
my  attention,  of  how  much  consequence  I  esteem 
your  health  to  the  world  and  to  rayieir.  I  remain. 
Sir,  with  grateful  respect,  your  obliged  and  olKxlient 
servant  MAaoA&ET  iioswiu..** 

The  death  of  Mr.  Thrale  had  made  a  yerv 
material  alteration  with  respect  to  Johnson^ 
reception  in  that  family.  The  manly  authority 
of  the  husband  no  longer  curbed  the  lively 
exuberance  of  the  lady  ;  and  as  her  vanity 
had  been  fully  gratified,  by  having  the  CoIossub 
of  Literature  attached  to  her  for  many  years, 
ihe  gradually  became  less  assiduoos  to  pleaae 
him.  Whether  her  attachment  to  him  was 
already  divided  by  another  object,  I  am  unable 
to  a5certain;  but  it  is  plain  that  Johnson's 


1  Johnson,  though  ditutUfled  with  Mrs.  Thrale.  meant  no 
nproMh  on  thit  oecasion  —  hw  makes  a  partitug  ta^  ^  tkt 
Mt'mf/  —  make*  a  rmlirdaetiau  to  Ibe  ckurck,  ami  pronouncac 
a  prayer  on  qiiktinc  "  s  pUue  where  he  had  enjoyed  to 
SBUCh  conrort,"  tiol  beeauie  Urt.  llirale  nade  bim  tens  weU 
eooM  thste,  but  beeauae  ske,  aa4  ke  mtk  Mar,  were  leaving 
II.  WiMB  Boswell  ram*  lo  town  stx  nmmiha  later,  lie  founa 
hlf  friend  domlcUed  In  Mrs.  Thrale's  residence  In  Arg}-;! 
Street.  —  Caoasa. 

s  He  saeau  lo  have  taken  leave  of  the  JMekm  as  well  as  of 
the  tkmrdk  at  Streathaa  in  Latin. 

*«  Oct. «.  Die  DosriDlca,  Iftl 
**  Pnmsns  sum  Slraathaml*  airntaam  cms  coctum  cum 
berWs  (sidoaefa)  oaawatortb,  {arciincn  fhrloaoeuin  cnaa  uvis 


penetration  was  aHve  to  her  neglect  or  forced 
attention  ;  Ibr  on  the  Ctfa  of  Oelobcr  tins  year 
we  find  himmaUnga  ^partiBg  use  of  tiie  li- 
brary*' at  Streatham,  andpronoaneingaprtTtf 
which  he  composed  on  leaYing  Mr.  Inrale  s 
family. 

••  Almighty  God,  FMhar  of  aU  nasey*  hdpw 
by  thy  giaoe,  that  I  nay,  with  huasUe  md  uBom 
thanl^ulness,  someiDbcr  the  eoodbtts  sad  too- 
venieooes  which  I  have  eivoyed  at  thb  pisce ;  tnd 
that  I  may  resign  them  with  holy  siAnmmi. 
equally  trusting  in  thy  protcctioii  when  then  givpi 
and  when  thou  takes!  away.  Haso  mstej  apss 
me,  O  Lord  I  have  meivy  apoa  me  1  To  iky 
fatherly  protectioii,  O  Lord,  I  wmmsid  tUsfaEilf. 
Bless,  guide,  and  dafrnd  them,  thai  the^  bs>  m 
pass  through  this  wsrid,  as  finally  toeqiey  ia  tbr 
presenoe  everlasting  hsppintss,  fiw  Jesus  Cbrisc'i 
sake.     Amen.**    (iV.  «arfJlft^,  pb  S14.) 


One  cannot  read  this  prajer  without  scce 
emotions  not  very  favourable  to  the  lady  wk^x 
conduct  oocauoned  it. ' 

The  next  daj,  he  made  the  foUowii^  meno- 
randum: 

<*  Oetdber  7.  —  I  was  eallcd  early.  IpMlsdar 
my  bundles,  and  used  the  lbt«|goiag  ptaytr.  v^ 
my  morning  devotions  somewhat,  I  think,  cnlsi|rd 
Being  earlier  than  the  fiunily,  I  read  fit  Pto*'^ 
fiirewell  in  the  Aeta,  and  then  rend  fistaitMitli 
in  the  Gospels, —  which  was  my  parting  bm  of  rk 
Ubrary.- 


And  in  one  of  his  meiouwdam  beeb  1 
find,  ^Sunday,  went  to  church  al  ScreMhtai 
Tempio  vaUdixi  cmm  Mrafe.** 

Hemet  Mr.  Philip  Metcalfe  *  often  stSr 
Joshua  Reynolds's  and  other  places,  aad  v« 
a  good  deu  with  him  at  Brighthdmstaoe  Uc 
autumn,  being  pleased  at  onoe  wi^  his  eiv^i* 
lent  table  and  animated  conversation.  M: 
Metcalfe  showed  him  great  respect,  sad  «t: 
bim  a  note  that  he  mi|shi  hare  the  me  ot'  .* 
carriage  whenever  he  pleased.  Jolinsna  \U 
October,  1782,)^  returned  this  wdite  anfvt? 
^*  Mr.  Johnson  is  very  mudi  ooli^|ed  bv  tk 
kind  offer  of  the  carriage,  but  be  hM  no  Ja  *^ 
of  using  Mr.  MetcalfeV  carriage,  except  vs-- 
he  can  have  the  pleasure  of  Mr.  Metcal^* 
company.**  Mr.  Metcalfe  could  not  bat  bi 
hiffhiy  pleased  that  his  company  was  ti^* 
valued  by  Johnson,  and  he  frequently  stMoi^ 
him  in  airings.  Thej  also  went  togirtWr  *. 
Chichester,  and  the/  visited  Pctwwik  ••» 


pastis,  lumbos  boeilloa,  et  poUom  ganiaa  Ti 
caroes  mlssas,  Sens,  uvas,  nan  adaMdum 
anal  intevperies,  cauu  malls  Pevaicia.  lis 
l*tus  accubui.  cibum  rnoJicA  siiiaipat.  n 
estremttm  peccarecur.   Si  rertr  auiiiiil  la 
epulc  in  exe^ttiit  Hadomi  celi^rsiu.     SUvx 
revtsam?**  —  Jloar  arS5.    Thephraw  **a« 
estrtmum  peccaretor  "  Is  rrai4rkable,  tmA  prove*  rt-tf 
which  at  first  sight  looks  like  Imrtesque,  was  vnuca  »  •^^ 
sadness — Caoaaa. 

s  Mr.  Metcalfe,  who  signed  the  ffriiatf  lift ^  f  ^ 

He  was  a  trfeod  of  8lr  Joshua  RryooMa.  aad  s  •*«*>  •  ' 
tbrr e  narlianieius.  He  look  a  leNdmc  pan  In Ikr  m ««  "• 
Frpucli  cirrm .  caiirLt-d  hjr  Um.  H>:«wli«tan.aiid  dv^  ^  ^' 
IWit).  — Cuuani.  IH47. 
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Cowdnj,  the  Tenenble  seat  of  the  Lords 
MoBtMute.'    "^Sir,**  said  Johnson,  "^  I  ibookl 
like  to  lUj  here  foar-and-twenty  boors.    We 
I  see  here  how  our  anoeetors  lived.** 

Thst  his  curioBitj  was  still  unabated  ap- 
petn  from  two  letters  to  Mr.  John  Kicbots, 
of  the  l(Hh  and  SOth  of  October  this  year.  In 
one  he  says,  '^  I  have  looked  into  your  '  Anec- 
dotes,* and  you  will  hardly  thank  a  lover  of 
litenry  hbtory  for  telling  you  that  he  has  been 
much  informed  and  gratified.  I  wish  yoin 
vodd  add  your  own  discoveries  and  intelli- 
geiwe  to  those  of  Dr.  Rawbnson  * ,  and  under- 
take the  Si^ement  to  Wood.  Think  of  it.** 
In  the  other,  ^  I  wish.  Sir,  ^ou  could  obtain 
soaefuUerinibrmationof  Jortan^  Markland  \ 
ind  Thirlby.  *  They  were  three  eontempo- 
nnes  of  great  enunenoe. 

JOHNSON  TO  REYNOLDS 

*  BriclitbdflMtaiM,  Not.  14. 17S1. 
**  DiAa  Sia,  —  I  haaid  yesterday  of  your  late 
(Inonlcr.  and  ahould  think  Ul  of  myidf  if  I  had 
heard  of  it  witboal  alann.  I  heard  likewise  of 
jooT  raeevcry,  whieh  I  atneefdy  wish  to  be  com- 
plete aad  pcraaaaent.  Your  eountry  has  been  in 
'■ogtr  of  lodng  cot  of  ita  brighlett  omamenUt  and 
I  of  loaiag  one  of  ny  oldest  and  kindest  fri^ncb ; 
but  I  hope  you  will  still  live  long,  for  the  honour 
of  th«  natioo  ;  and  that  more  enjoyment  of  your 
elcfcince,  your  intelHgcnoe*  and  your  beneirolenee  is 
•till  merved  fi>r,  dear  Sir,  your  most  affectionate, 
it, 

Sam.  Johmson." 

The  Revereod Mr.  Wilson^  having  dedicated 


*  Thli  nooisMs  mamUm    hu  sines  rsath  Sept.  1^3] 

'"wn  tottJly  dettrofsd  bf  flrs Maloni.  Thrre  is  a  poptiliir 

•  JfrrMttloQ  Uist  this  Inbriiuneeli  mcmrsed,  for  haTinc  Itoen 
wt  U  ilM  pbtniUr  of  the  ctetrdi  at  OfDtMmtmtioHi  and  Boma 
-■■''itabia  aocUcnta  hmwti  glren  eountenancc  (o  tti«  vulgar 
r^j-t^ka.  Wban  I  tUttHl  tiie  ridni  of  Cowdray  tome  twenty 
'vtnafo  I  m  riinfi*  *  <  In  «ldttloQ  to  older  ttorie*)  that  the 
"^f  Hf  hoAirt  and  water  had  fallen  on  Cowdraj ;  Its 

"de  ovner.  Brovne  Vitcount  Montagu,  the  last  male  of  M» 
'^'Wat  netflMvloc  been  drowned  bi  tbeRbtne  at  Scbaifhauaen 
'  OctobHT.  17W.  a  few  dari  after  the  destruction  of  Ci  w- 
''*1  and  Cbe  good  folk*  of  the  neighbourhood  did  not 
"^•pic  bi  piO|iboij  that  k  woold  torn  out  a  fdul  inhertt- 
*>^*'   At  iktf  period  the  pretentpowetwr.  Mr.  Po)  ntz.  who 


«t 


surrled  Lord 
<«,  vbo 

ikJutj.  II I  ft. 


had  two 

on  the 

jouof  s^Btlenten  boating  off  Bognor 

«u»  ti^ir  htber.  on  a  TeryBne  day,  the  btiat  wai  unaccount* 


1  Montagu**  ■Uter  and  helrptf.    \\ 
destlntS  lo  toberit  Cowdray ;  but 


^7  vfti,  and  dM  two  vontba  perished ;  and  tbns 
fv  awire  fnlffiVad  tbe  forebodings  of  siiperttltfon.  See 
"w  rtirions  obsenralioBS  on  tbe  siiMect  of  tbe  fbtallty 
"tmiiag  tb»i  lnber|knae  of  eooflseated  rborch  pcoperty  In 
"*'  Hcfirv  tpalwanTTrtrUrr  on  tbe  **  Hlatorf  and  FaO  of 
*  ri  f>f^  ".CaoKsn.  ISSl.  See  ArchbisbopWhitftft's speech 
''Q><^  Elisabeth,  as  given  bf  Walton.  In  bU  **Llfe  of 
H<«4«f :  **  Corses  have,  and  will  deare  to  the  very  stones  of 
***nt''  buildings  that  have  been  ronsecrated  to  God.  and  the 
«bflr^i  tta  efaoeillege  both  and  will  prove  to  be  cnulled  on 
••«  MO  and  Csnllf  .'^  See  also  tbe  remarkable  passage  of 
^  H.  SpHman**  HMorr  and  Fate  of  Karrllege  qu«rfed. 
^narfrW^  lUtitm,  vol.  cT.  p.  IM.  —  M4nLAfin.  ISSft.  Tbe 
**«eiM  Mid  POfVts  fbnrfUes  being  eatluct  In  the  male  Ibir. 
'  ««ilraf  has  lately  passed  by  purr h4M>  into  tbe  |»o«ie«stoo  of 
(*«  Rati  of  BffMrt  '  let  n*  hope  mteliartkm  /attt,^ 
<>ao«ia.  IStr. 


to  him  his  ^  Arch«ological  Dictionary/*   that 
mark  of  respeot  was  thus  acfcnowledged :  — 

JOHNSON  TO  THE  REV.  MR.  WILSON, 

■•Oee.ll.lTtS. 
**  Ravsaswn  Sia,  —  That  I  hata  long  omitted  to 
rataun  you  thanks  lor  the  honour  coiJiBrred  upon 
me  by  your  dadieatioa,  I  entreat  you  vtth  great 
earaestnam  not  tneooMdcr  as  more  laulty  than  it  is. 
A  very  importonata  and  ofipreaaive  diaoider  baa  fur 
aoaae  time  debarred  ma  from  the  pleamrea  and  ob- 
stmeced  me  in  tbe  dutiea  of  lila.  The  cateem  nitd 
kinrinew  of  wise  and  good  men  is  one  of  the  last 
pleaaurea  whieh  I  eaa  be  conlewt  to  loee;  and 
gratitiida  to  those  firom  whom  thia  pleaeure  ia  re- 
ceived is  a  duty  of  whieh  I  hope  never  to  be  re- 
proaebcd  with  the  final  n^leet.  I  tbercfbre  now 
rctun  you  thanks  for  tbe  notice  wbteh  I  have  la* 
ceived  from  you,  and  which  1  conaider  aa  giving  to 
my  name  not  only  more  bulk,  but  more  weight ; 
not  only  as  extending  its  superficies,  but  as  increaa- 
ing  its  value.  Your  book  was  evidently  wanted, 
and  will,  I  bope^  find  its  way  into  the  school ;  to 
which,  howeTer,  I  do  not  mean  to  eonfine  it ;  for 
no  man  has  so  much  skill  in  ancient  rites  and 
practices  as  not  to  want  it.  As  1  suppose  myself 
to  owe  part  of  your  kindnew  to  my  eieellent  friend. 
Dr.  Patten,  he  has  likewise  •  Just  daim  to  my 
acknowledgment,  whieh  I  hope  you.  Sir,  will  trans* 
mit  There  will  soon  appear  a  new  edition  of  my 
Poetieal  Biography:  if  you  will  aoeept  of  a  copy 
to  keep  me  in  your  mind,  be  pleased  to  let  nw 
know  how  it  may  be  conveniently  conveyed  to 
you.  This  present  is  small,  but  it  is  given  with 
good- will  by,  reverend  Sir,  your  most,&e., 

''Sam.  Johksok.** 


s  Dr.  Richard  Rawllnaon,  an  eminent  antiquary,  and  s 
great  beoeflwtor  to  tb^  Unbrersitj*  of  Oxford.  He  founded 
the  Anglo.  8axon  profrssorsblp  there,  and  beqnesthed  to  k 
all  bis  ooUectlon  or  MSS.,  medals,  antlqultlra.  and  curiosities. 
He  died  In  17M.  srt.  65.  There  had  been  some  ides  of  ob- 
taining Ibis  professorsbip  for  Johnson.  —  Csoaaa. 

*  Dr.  John  Jofftin,  a  eolumtaioos  aad  respertable  writer  on 
general  subjects,  as  well  as  an  eminent  divine.  He  died  in 
August,  1770,  Archdearon  of  liondon  and  Vicar  of  Kensing- 
ton ;  where  his  piety  and  charitjr,  greater  even  than  his  great 
learning  and  talents,  are  still  remembered.  Hia  laconk 
eplupb  in  Kensington  cburrhjrard,  dirtated  by  himself,  coo* 
tains  a  new  turn  of  ibat  thought  which  fiiuft  be  common  to 
all  epitaphs*— Johannes  Jonln  mortalis  estedesiit.  A.S.  1770^ 
at.  Tt."    Jokm  J«rHn  cea*ed  to  be  tmartui,  ke.  —  Caoasa. 

*  Jeremiah  Marklmid  was  an  eminent  critic,  particularly  ia 
Greek  literatare.    He  dird  in  1776,  at.  S8. .-  eaoasa. 

*  Stysa  Tbirlby ;  a  critic  of  at  least  as  mtirh  repvtatioa  as 
he  deserves.  He  studied  successively  divfolty,  mediclae.  sad 
law.  Hs  seems  to  bsve  been  of  a  temaer  at  once  perverse  aad 
Indolent,  aad  lo  have  dimmed  aad  dtsgraced  ku  talesas  by 
babhs  of  Intoxleatioa.  He  wanplalns,  la  a  straia  of  sel^> 
satlsfaetlon,  that  *«  wImo  a  man  (moaning  blmselO  tbaa towers 
by  IntcUectaal  eaaltailoa  above  bis  oentemporanes,  be  Is  re- 

Kesanttwl  as  dnmkem,  or  le^,  or  cs^pnaeas.'*    He  died  la 
IS,aS.€l.  — Caoaaa. 

*  A  coaelse  bat  very  Just  rbaractrr  of  Mr.  WUsen  is  gNan 

5  Dr.  Wbiitafcer  tn  tbe  dedlcatioa  of  a  plale,  tai  tbe  History 
Wballey.  '*Vlro  Bcvcreodo  Tboma  Wllsoa  8.  T.  B. 
errlesia  do  Clltberoe.  mbilstro  —  sodaU  Jncundlmlmo  -. 
mf*m^^*rr  taslSotfelM  )uveaam  taatltulorl."  He  died  la 
ISIS,  age^  sisty«Sve ;  durlag  about  forty  of  wblcb.  he  wi 
hiborloasly  stMHuisd  aa  iba  mssisr  of  tha  i 
of  Clltberoe.  —  llABai.Aiin. 
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do  not,  sinoe  now  jou  are  the  bead  of  jomr  hoii«e, 
think  it  worth  your  while  to  try  whether  you  or 
your  firieod  can  Uve  longer  without  writing ;  nor 
suepect,  after  so  many  years  of  friendship,  that  when 
I  do  not  write  to  you  X  forget  you.  Put  all  «uch 
uaeless  jealousies  out  of  your  head,  and  disdain  to 
regulate  ycmr  own  practiee  by  the  practice  of 
another,  or  by  any  oUier  prineipl«  than  the  desire 
of  doing  right 

<*  Your  eoenomy,  I  suppose,  begins  now  to  be 
settled ;  your  expenses  are  adjusted  to  your  revenue, 
and  all  your  people  in  their  proper  places.  Resolve 
not  to  be  poor.  Whatever  you  have,  spend  less. 
Poverty  is  a  gseat  enemy  to  human  happiness :  it 
certainly  destroys  liberty;  and  it  makes  some 
virtues  impiaotieable,  and  others  extremely  dif- 
ficult, 

*'  Let  me  know  the  history  of  your  life  since 
your  accession  to  your  estate ;  —  how  many  bouses 
bow  many  cows,  how  much  land  in  your  own  band, 
and  what  bargains  you  make  with  your  tenants. 

**Of  my  <  Lives  of  the  Poeto'  they  have  printed 
a  new  edition  in  octavo,  I  hear,  of  three  thousand. 
Did  I  give  a  set  to  Lord  Hailes?  If  I  did  not,  I 
will  do  it  out  of  these.  What  did  you  make  of  all 
your  copy  ? 

**  Mrs.  Thrale  and  the  three  misses  are  now,  for 
the  winter,  in  Argyll  Street.  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds 
has  been  out  of  order,  but  b  well  again ;  and  I 
am,  dear  Sir,  your,  &o.,  Sam.  Johmsov.** 

MR&  BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

"  Bdinborgb.  Dbc  SOL  ITiS. 

*'  Dmam.  Sen,  —  I  was  naade  happy  by  your  kind 
latter,  which  gave  us  <he  agreeable  hopes  of  seeing 
you  in  Scotland  again. 

**  I  am  much  flattered  by  the  ooneem  you  are 
pleased  to  take  in  my  recovery.  I  am  better,  and 
hope  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  ooovinee  you  by 
my  attcntioi,  of  how  much  eonsequenoe  I  esteem 
your  health  to  the  world  and  to  myself.  I  remain. 
Sir,  with  grateful  respect,  your  obliged  and  ol>edient 
servant,  Ali^aoAmxT  Jiosw^ix.** 

The  death  of  Mr.  Thrale  had  made  a  verv 
material  alteration  with  respect  to  Johnson  a 
receptiun  in  that  family.  The  manly  authority 
of  the  husband  no  longer  cnrbed  the  lively 
exuberance  of  the  lady  ;  and  as  her  vanity 
had  been  fully  gratified,  by  having  the  Colossus 
of  Literature  attached  to  her  for  many  years, 
she  gradually  became  less  assidiiioas  to  please 
him.  Whether  her  attachment  to  him  was 
already  divided  by  another  object,  I  am  unable 
to  ascertain;  but  it  is  plain  that  Johnson's 


1  Johnson,  though  ditsaiitfied  with  Mr*.  Thrale.  meant  no 
nproach  on  Uiii  oeeasion  —  ke  mslM*  a  purti$»fi  ««<  <^  the 
Ukvmp  —  makes  a  rmU4iel»9n  to  the  ckwrvk,  and  pronounoet 
a  prayer  on  quitting  *'  a  flaee  where  be  had  eniuyrd  so 
■uch  comfort/*  mrf  iiecauM  Urt.  Thrale  mode  him  Was  wet- 
•ome  theea,  but  beciiee  c*r,  and  ke  with  ker,  were  leaving 
it.  When  Boswell  came  to  town  $tx  m^mtAs  UiUr,  Im*  foun J 
hli  fHend  domiciled  In  Mr*.  Thralo'i  residence  In  Argyll 
Street.  —  Caoasa. 

s  HeseesBS  lo  have  taken  leave  of  the  JHMIm  as  well  ai  of 
the  cAwre*  at  Streatham  In  Latia 

•*  Oet.  S.  Die  Doarfoica.  I7SS. 
**Pfans«it  flom  Streathamlw  agntaratn  eras  coctum  cum 
herbis  (sidnaeh)  eemalmitls,  Carciincn  fiwinaceum  cmn  uvis 


penetratkm  was  alive  to  ker  negieet  or  Ibrrtd 
attention  ;  for  oo  the  Mi  of  October  tins  yes 
we  find  bimmidunga  ^{Muting  use  of  the  li- 
brary*' at  Streatham,  and  pronoimeing  M''*^*' 
which  he  composed  on  leaving  Mr.  Tiinie'i 
family. 

**  Almighty  God.  FaAar  ef  all  aasscy,  belpM 
by  thy  graoe,  that  I  nay«  with  bumble  and  lincaff 
thanbfulDess,  lemember  the  eoBBfiKls  mi  coo. 
venieoces  which  1  have  d^oyed  at  this  pbse;  uA 
that  1  may  resign  them  with  haly  suteinos, 
equally  trusting  in  thy  preteeticm  when  tboa  gnts 
and  when  thou  takesl  away.  Ha»e  mercy  spas 
me,  O  Lord  1  have  meivy  upSM  me  t  To  iky 
fatherly  protection,  O  Lord,  I  msuiuaad  Ais&aulf. 
Bless,  guide,  and  daimd  Chen,  that  they  a»f  m 
pass  through  this  ««fld,  as  finally  toeq^oy  a  ik; 
presence  everlasting  happimiw,  tor  Jiaui  Ona» 
sake.     Amen.*    (/V.  m^  IML,  pu  S14.) 


One  cannot  read  this  prayer  without  woe 
emotions  not  vex7  favourable  to  the  lady  vlw*< 
conduct  occasioned  it.  * 

The  next  day,  he  made  the  foUoviaig 
randum: 


•■  Oetc4>er  7.  —  I  was  called  early.  Ipsds^vp 
my  bundles,  and  used  the  Ibregoiiig  praycr«  vsk 
my  morning  devotions  somewhat,  I  think,  sahrfci 
Being  earlier  than  the  fianily,  I  read  St  I^*''^ 
Ihrewell  m  the  Acta,  and  then  md  fiortaiiMalf 
in  the  Gospels,^  which  was  my  partiiguwsf  iW 
library." 


And  in  one  of  his  mcnMmadinn  hoeb  I 
find,  ^8iindi^,  went  to  church  at  StrastbiB. 
Tenalo  vaMUxi  cmm  osnds.** 

Hemet  Mr.  PhHtp  MetcaUe ■  oAcn  st Sir 
Joshua  Reynolds's  and  other  places,  sad  ▼« 
a  good  deal  with  him  at  Brighthdnitaoe  t^i? 
aatumn,  betnff  pleased  at  once  with  hii  ttc^i- 
lent  table  and  animated  conTcnatiQiL  ^ 
Metcalfe  showed  him  great  respect,  iad«ti 
him  a  note  that  he  mi^ht  hare  the  we  o:  :^ 
carriage  whenever  he  pleased.  Johmaa  i^ 
October,  1782,)  returned  this  niiUtc  vamts 
"  Mr.  Johnson  is  very  mnch  obliged  hr  tk 
kind  ofier  of  the  carriage,  but  he  hai  no  d»i". 
of  using  Mr.  Metcalfe's  carriage,  except  v^ 
he  can  have  the  pleasure  of  Mr.  ]fHcaI> » 
company.'*  Mr.  Metcalie  conld  not  liat  W 
hiehly  pleased  that  his  company  wst  ti'-' 
valued  by  Johnson,  and  he  frequently  tttxa^ 
hint  in  airings.  They  also  went  togitt^'  > 
Chichester,   and  they  visited  Fttwom  0- 


passts,  lumbos  bovlllea,  H  poUvn  gaU*** 
cames  missas,  Bens,  uras,  non  admudum 
anal  imemperlea.  com  anlis  Penieia.  Us 
laetua  accubui.  cibum  moJicA  m 
extremum  peccarecur.   Si  rert<*  oieiBlfli  tn 
epube  in  exe^uiit  Hadowl  rrlf^easv.    9t 
revisam?**-.JI<MrirSS.    The  phi 
extrtmmm  peccaretor"  b 
which  at  first  sight  loolu  like  boring* 
sadness — Caoaaa. 

'  Mr.  Metcalfe,  who  tlcned  the 
He  was  a  friend  oT  Sir  Joshua  Beynoila. 
there  uarllamenta     He  look  a  leMltsf  part 
Frfticu  cifTj;},  eaprdi'd  hy  tl»i  U«»  ' 
let!).  — CnuRM.  1M7. 
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Gowdnj,  the  venerable  seat  of  the  Lords 
Montacute. '  *^  Sir,"  said  Johnson,  ^  I  should 
like  to  stay  here  four-and-twent^r  hoars.  We 
see  here  how  our  ancestors  lived.** 

That  his  curiosity  was  still  unabated  ap- 
pears from  two  letters  to  Mr.  John  Kicfaok, 
of  the  10th  and  20th  of  October  this  year.  In 
one  he  says,  **  I  have  looked  into  your  *  Anec- 
dotes,* and  you  will  hardly  thank  a  lorer  of 
literary  hutory  for  telling  you  that  he  has  been 
much  informed  and  gratified.  I  wish  you 
would  add  your  own  disooyeries  and  intelli- 
genee  to  those  of  Dr.  Rawlinson  ',  and  under- 
tske  the  Si^ement  to  Wood.  Think  of  it.** 
In  the  odier,  ^  I  wish.  Sir,  you  could  obtain 
tome  fuller  inlbrmation  of  Jor  tin  ^  Markland  \ 
ud  Thiriby.  '  They  were  three  contempo- 
rtncs  of  great  eomenoe. 

JOHNSON  TO  REYNOLDS 

«  BrlchCMowloiM.  Nov.  14. 17SI. 
**  DiAa  Sia,  -» I  heard  vcstcrday  of  yoor  late 
disorder^  and  should  think  ill  of  mysdf  if  I  had 
hard  of  It  witfaovt  slann.  I  heard  likrwiw  of 
Toiir  laosfcry,  whieh  I  stnecrdy  wish  to  be  com- 
pl«tc  and  parassaent.  Your  eountry  has  been  in 
duftr  of  loaiog  one  of  its  brightest  ornaments,  and 
I  of  loBuig  one  of  ay  oldest  and  kindest  fri«ncb ; 
bta  I  hope  you  wUl  stiQ  life  long,  for  the  honour 
of  the  ostioQ ;  and  that  more  enjoyment  of  your 
vlefEXDct,  your  tntelligvnfeet  and  your  benevolenee  is 
•tiJl  rtserred  for,  dear  Sir,  your  most  sflectionate, 
ic., 

Sam.  JoHnoN." 

The  Rererend  Mr.  Wilson  ^  having  dedicated 


'  Thli  vvMrakto  mamkm  hM  ilacc  rssch  Sept.  1793] 
'Mil  touilj  ^ntrofd  bf  Sr*.  >.M*ioi(t.  Tlirre  U  a  popular 
•  ipn^mkm  that  thU  inhrrtUneeltMcmrwtf.  for  haTlnc  tM>efi 
MnoTib*  plinderoftheefaurcia at tiiaDfM»telioi»;widi tonic 
'^'^'fttabla  aoddcntt  have  slTen  countenance  to  the  vulgar 
rrrjudlcc.  Wbon  I  vbhrd  cJie  mini  ol  Cowdnij  9tnnt  twenty 
fwtari  I  «v  raorfadwK  In  adtUtloo  to  older  ttorlet )  (bat  the 

"^f  qf  hotkjirr  tmd  ttoier  had  fallen  on  Cowdraj ;  iu 

<'jlr  ovncr.  Brown«  Vlicouot  Montagu,  the  last  male  of  his 

"^^cm  raetthaviBf  been  drawned  ta  theHhtae  at  SchaAhausen 
■  •  Octobiv,  17M,  a  Cev  d«r*  «fter  the  dettrurtloa  of  Clw- 
^f*V-  and  cho  food  folki  of  the  nclghbourhnod  did  not 
"^»pi«  I*  pieplwty  that  It  voold  tarn  out  a  Ctui  inherit, 
"'c    At  tkai  period  the  preMotpoMMtor.  Mr.  Po)  oti.  vhn 

•t  narrlad  Lord  Montara'a  tlster  and  hetre**.  tiad  two 
<»•(.  who  iiwid  Sortlnad  to  tokerft  Cowdray ;  Init.  on  the 
•la  Julf.  ills,  theie  rooof  fentlcmen  boating  off  Bognor 
'•'1  thHr  htber,  on  a  rtrj  Boe  day,  the  biiat  was  nnaccount- 
^1  upaal.  and  Ika  tw*  voatbt  perished «  and  ttaiu  were 
■«^  m»re  lUilled  tba  ibrebodbigs  of  stipertUtloii.  See 
Hm«  rarioos  obeervll— s  on  the  suhleet  iif  the  fbtallty 

'i*filj«C  ttaP  lahertkMe  af  cootseated  church  propertv  la 
""  Mrary  SpeAauHi's  Traatlae  on  the  **  Illatorf  and  Fall  of 

trn^tf  **~CaoKn,  tSII.  See  ArchbtsbopWhltfin'stpeedi 
' '  U.'vn  EllMheth,  ■•  given  by  Walton.  In  bU  **Llfo  of 
iii.  ^^ .  w  corsea  bava,  aad  will  cleave  tn  the  very  stones  of 
'^n-  buildings  that  have  been  consecrated  to  Cod.  and  the 
tMr'ssia 
*•• 

Vr  H.  SpHmaa'e  Btatonr  and  Fate  of  Sacrilege  qutxed. 

2*w*«i^  lUm^tm,  vol.  a.  p.  INS MAKLAn*.  ISSS.     The 

BroviM  and  Foyau  CuaUtas  balag  f  xtiitct  la  the  male  Ibir. 
'vdrar  has  lairiy  paiiad  by  purcTiai^  into  tbi>  |K>ftte»sioa  of 
tv   Rati  of  BgiMat  ^  let   as   bopt>  meUmibma  /aiM.^ 
Caeaaa.  |SO. 


-  ■         •tr^mmmm  otwv,  mama    ~  ...  ^^.w.w  »>»  •  »w  ^^*  J    ■»".•»»»  «»■ 

"  buildlnes  that  have  been  consecrated  to  Cod.  and  the 
•r's  Bia  of  aacrllefe  bath  aad  will  prove  to  be  enuilad  on 
•M  aad  faartly.*^  Sea  also  the  reaiarliable  passage  of 
H.  SpHmaa'a  Btatonr  aad  Fate  of  Sacrilege  outxed. 


to  him  his  ^  Archseological  Dictionary/*   that 
mark  of  respect  was  thiu  acknowledged :  — 

JOHNSON  TO  THE  REV.  MR,  WILSON, 

aUhent^  LmcoMhirt. 

*«DacS1.17SS. 
**  RaraaaMD  Sia,  —  T^t  I  have  longoasitted  to 
i«tttm  you  thanks  for  the  honour  coArred  upon 
mo  by  your  dedioatioa,  I  entraat  jou  with  great 
eamestaeas  not  to  eonndcr  •»  more  laulty  than  it  in. 
A  very  importunate  aad  opprenive  disorder  has  for 
some  time  debarred  me  from  the  pleasures  and  ob- 
strueced  me  in  the  duties  of  lifo.  The  esteem  aod 
kindness  of  wise  and  good  men  it  one  of  the  last 
plessurss  which  I  can  be  content  to  loses  and 
gratitttde  to  those  from  whom  this  pleasure  is  re- 
ceived 11  a  duty  of  which  I  hope  never  to  be  re- 
proached with  the  final  neglect.  I  therefore  now 
return  you  thanks  for  the  notice  which  I  have  s»> 
oeived  from  you,  and  which  1  consider  ss  giving  to 
my  name  not  only  more  bulk,  but  more  weight ; 
not  only  as  eitending  its  superficies,  but  ss  increas- 
ing its  value.  Your  book  was  evidently  wanted, 
and  will,  I  hope,  find  its  way  into  the  school ;  to 
which,  however,  I  do  not  mean  to  etmfine  it ;  for 
no  man  has  so  much  skill  in  ancient  rites  and 
practices  as  not  to  want  it.  As  I  suppose  myself 
to  owe  part  of  your  kindness  to  my  excellent  friend. 
Dr.  Patten,  he  has  likewise  a  just  claim  to  my 
acknowledgment,  which  I  hope  you.  Sir,  will  trans- 
mit There  will  soon  appear  a  new  edition  of  my 
Poetical  Biognq)hy :  if  you  will  accept  of  a  copy 
to  keep  me  in  your  mind,  be  pleased  to  lei  me 
know  how  it  may  he  eonveoieatly  conveyed  to 
you.  Thb  present  is  small,  but  it  is  given  with 
good- will  by,  reverend  Sir,  your  most,&e., 

**Sam.  Jomvsok.** 


*  Dr.  Richard  Rawlinson,  an  eminent  antiquary,  and  a 
freat  benefactor  to  th^  University  of  Oxford.  He  founded 
the  Anglo> Saxon  profeaaorsblp  there,  and  beqa—rhed  Co  Is 
all  his  oolUctloo  of  MSS..  medals,  aatlquiUn.  and  cariosities. 
He  died  In  1754,  ct.  65.  There  had  been  some  Idea  of  ob- 
talninf  this  professorship  Ibr  Johnson. «  Caoasa. 

*  Dr.  John  JortSa,  a  vohnalnoas  aad  rwapnrfahle  writer  as 
gcsieFal  subjects,  as  well  as  an  eaineni  divine.  He  died  la 
Aufust,  1770,  Archdeacon  of  I^ondon  and  Vicar  of  Kenaing- 
ton ;  where  his  pictjr  and  charitr,  greater  even  than  bla  great 
learning  and  talrnts,  are  itill  remembered.  His  laconic 
epluph  In  Kensington  churrhrard,  diriaCed  by  himself,  con- 
tains a  new  turn  m  that  thought  which  mutt  be  common  to 
all  apltapbsy— Johannes  Jortin  mortalis  eatadeailt,  A.S.  1770k 
«t.  73."    Jdbs  J0riin  eetued  to  be  MerliiX.  ac.  ~~  Caoaaa. 


*  Jeremiah  Marklaud  was  an  eminent  critic,  partlcularlr  la 
Greek  litaratare.    He  died  In  1776,  ct.  S8.  —  Cfaoxsa. 

*  Stjas  Ttalrlbj ;  a  critic  of  at  least  as  much  reputation  as 
he  deserves.  He  studied  successively  dlvlalty,  mcdiclBe,  and 
law.  Ha  seams  to  have  beea  of  a  temper  at  one*  perverse  aad 
ladolcat,  aad  to  have  dbaasad  aad  disgraced  his  talents  by 
hablu  of  intoxication.  He  conplalas,  hi  a  straia  of  salr- 
sattofaetlon,  that  **  when  a  saaa  (fraanlag  bImselO  thus  towers 
by  lalellectiial  esaltalloa  abaee  bis  eoolemporanea,  he  la  ra- 

Kawattd  as  tfnmAni,  or  fa^,  or  caprtcseuj.**    Ha  died  ia 
ia.sM.  SI.  ~  Caoasa. 


«  A  coarlse  bat  very  Just  rbaracter  af  Mr.  Wilson  Is  givsa 

5  Dr.  Wbiitakar  la  the  dedtcalJoa  of  a  plate,  bs  tba  History 
Whalley.  *«Vlro  Raverendo  Tboma  Wllsoa  8.  T.B. 
aertesl*  da  Ctitheroe.  ministra  _  s<idali  Jnnindlssimo  ^ 
«y«<sMX«M  Inslgnlfelld  juveaam  iaslltutori.'*  Ha  died  la 
I  ill,  aged  sixtj.flve )  duriag  about  forty  of  wblcb.  be  was 
laborioosly  shiiiiIbS  as  tba  asastsr  of  the  i 
of  Clltaeroe.  —  MAaataiio. 
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CHAPTER  LXXY. 
1783. 

Ctnmtry  Geti^man,  —  Houm  of  Hanover.  —  Gm- 
versaiioH.  —  LieM  of  Vaniiy.  —  Opium.  —  Exap' 
pvatum.  —  Negieet  of  Merit.  — U^e  of  Rkka.  - 
CraMa  **  ViUageJ" —  Keeping  Aceommts.  — Lord$ 
Mantfitld,  Loughborough,  and  T%uriow. — Harring- 
ton* a  Nugtt  Antigua.'^**  Quoa  Dana  vuU  perdere/* 

^  —  Prince  of  Walea Bumega   Travda. — 

Chineae  Archiieeture,  —  funooation.  —  Tgbum.  — 
Dr.  ffurd.  —  Parentheaea.  —  **  Derrick  or  SmarL** 

—  •*  The  great  T^oaimleg." —  Owen  Camhridge. — 
FamUg  Hiatoriea.  —  •*  Turkiah  Spg.  —  Orekarda. 
-—  Oratorg.  —  Origin  of  Language.  —  Madtma. 

—  Rn.  leamn  Compiom, 

Iir  1783  he  was  more  severely  afflicted  than 
ever,  as  will  appear  in  the  coarse  of  his  cor- 
respondence;  but  still  the  same  ardour  for 
literature,  the  same  constant  piety,  the  same 
kindness  for  his  friends,  and  the  same  vivacity, 
both  in  conversation  and  writin^i^,  distinguished 
him. 

Having  given  Dr.  Johnson  a  full  account 
of  what  1  was  doing  at  Auchinleck,  and  par- 
ticularly mentioned  what  I  knew  would  please 
him,— my  having  brought  an  old  man  of  eighty- 
eiffht  from  a  lonely  cottage  to  a  comfortable 
habitation  within  my  indosures,  where  he  had 
good  neighbours  near  to  him,  —  I  received  an 
answer  in  February,  of  which  I  extract  what 
follows: 

**  I  am  delighted  with  your  aceouDt  of  your  ac- 
tivity at  Auchinleck,  and  wish  the  old  gentleman, 
whom  you  have  so  kindly  removed,  may  live  long 
to  promote  your  prosperity  by  his  prayers.  You 
have  now  a  new  character  and  new  duties :  think 
on  them  and  practise  them. 

**  Make  an  impartial  estimate  of  your  revenue ; 
and  whatever  it  is,  live  upon  less.  Resolve  never 
to  be  poor.  Frugality  is  not  only  the  basis  of 
quiet,  but  of  beneficence.  No  man  can  help  others 
that  wants  help  himselC  We  must  have  enough, 
before  we  have  to  spare. 

*'I  am  glad  to  find  that  Mrs.  fioswell  grows 
well ;  and  hope  that,  to  keep  her  well,  no  care  nor 
caution  will  be  omitted.  May  you  long  live  happily 
together.  When  you  come  hither,  pray  bring 
with  you  Baxter's  Anacreon.  I  cannot  get  that 
edition  in  London."  * 

On  Friday,  March  21.,  having  arrived  in 
London  the  night  before,  I  was  glad  to  find 
him  at  Mrs.  Thrale*s  house,  in  Argyll  Street, 
appearances  of  friendship  between  them  being 
still  kept  up.  I  was  shown  into  his  room ;  and 
after  tne  nrst  salutation  he  said,  "  I  am  clad 
you  are  come ;  I  am  very  ill."  He  lomied 
pale,  and  was  distressed  with  a  difficulty  of 
breathing ;  but  after  the  common  inquiries,  he 
assumed  his  usual  strong  animated  style  of 


*  Dr.  Jolinion  thould  seem  not  to  have  lought  dOlffnitly 
for  B«Lter'«  Aoacr«!on }  for  there  are  two  editlooi  or  tbat 


conversation.  Seeing  me  now  for  the  fixst 
time  as  a  kard,  or  proprietor  of  land,  he  began 
thus :  **  Sir,  the  superiority  of  a  eonntzy  gea* 
tleman  over  the  people  upon  hia  ertate  u  very 
agreeable ;  and  he  who  says  he  does  not  fed  it 
to  be  agreeable,  lies ;  for  it  moat  be  agreeable 
to  have  a  casual  superioritv  over  those  who  are 
by  nature  equal  with  us.  Boswbli..  **  Yet, 
Sir,  we  see  sreat  proprieton  of  land  who  pre* 
fer  living  in  London.  Johrsoh.  **■  Why,  &r, 
the  pleasure  of  living  in  London,  the  intdlec^ 
tual  superiority  that  is  eniojred  there,  may 
oounternalance  the  other.  Bendesi  Sir,  a  man 
may  prefer  the  state  of  the  countiy  genlleniaa 
upon  the  whole,  and  yet  there  may  never  be  a 
moment  when  he  is  wdling  to  make  the  change, 
to  ouit  London  for  it.*'  He  said,  ^  It  k  better 
to  nave  five  per  cenL  out  of  land  ^sua  oat  at' 
money,  because  it  is  more  aeeiire ;  \mX  the 
readiness  of  transfer  and  promptiieaB  of  interest 
make  many  people  rather  choow  the  inndi. 
Nav,  there  is  another  disadvantage  belonginf 
to  land,  compared  with  money :  m  man  ia  di< 
so  much  afraid  of  being  a  hard  creditor,  as  c/ 
being  a  hard  landlord.**  Bofwnx.  **  JVrtyfff 
there  is  a  sort  of  kindly  connexion  betncm  s 
landlord  and  his  tenants.**  Jonaov.  **N^ 
Sir ;  many  landlords  with  na  never  see  thecr 
tenants.  It  is  because,  ifa  landlord  drives  awsv 
his  tenants,  he  may  not  get  others ;  i^ereas  the 
demand  for  money  is  so  great,  it  may  alwa«t 
be  lent.** 

He  talked  with  regret  and  ind^nstioBof 
the  factious  oppoaitioQ  to  goverameBt  at  tkii 
time,  and  imputed  it  in  a  great  imasmt  to  the 
Revolution.  '^Sir,**  aaid  he,  in  a  knr  v«m<v 
having  come  nearer  to  me,  while  his  old  pre*' 
judices  seemed  to  be  fermenting  in  hia  waxA, 
^this  Hanoverian  family  ia  tsoMe  here.  Ihrr 
have  no  friends.  Now  the  Stnarta  had  frieodi 
who  stuck  by  them  so  late  aa  174^.  lihea 
the  right  of  the  king  is  not  revereaeed  thov 
will  not  be  reverence  for  thooe  fr^^wM  hf 
the  king.** 

His  ^Mervation,  that  the  present  royal  iamity 
has  no  friends,  has  been  too  mndi  jnatified  by 
the  very  ungrateftd  behavionr  of  iHav  wl^ 
were  under  great  obligationa  to  his  laa^escy : 
at  the  same  time  there  are  honoionhle  csr«i^ 
tions ;  and  the  very  next  year  after  this  rza- 
versation,  and  ever  since,  the  king  haa  had  as 
extensive  and  generous  support  as  ew  vas 
iriven  to  any  monarch,  and  has  had  the  sattae'ar^ 
tion  of  knowing  that  he  waa  more  and  bjcv 
endeared  to  his  people.  ' 

He  repeated  to  me  his  verses  on  Mr.  l>v<«;  I 
with  an  emotion  which  gave  them  foil 
and  then  he  was  pleased  to  aay,  **  Ton  a 
as  much  with  me  as  you  can.    Ton  have 
me  good.    You  cannot  think  how  mach  b 
I  am  since  you  came  in.** 

He  sent  a  message  to  acquaint  Mn.  T\ralr 


book,  and  thcv 
catatotoM.— M. 


I 
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tb«t  I  wtf  ■rriTed.  1  had  not  seen  her  sinoe 
her  husband*!  death.  She  loon  appeared,  and 
ikvoiired  me  with  an  invitation  to  stay  to  din« 
Der,  which  I  aooepted.  There  was  no  other 
compan  J  bat  heraelf  and  three  of  her  daugh- 
ters, Dr.  Johnson,  and  I.  She  too  said  she  was 
verj  gUd  I  was  come ;  for  she  was  going  to 
Bath,  and  should  have  been  sorry  to  leave  i)r. 
Johnson  before  I  came.  This  seemed  to  be 
sttentive  and  kind ;  and  I,  who  had  not  been 
informed  of  any  change,  imaffined  all  to  be  as 
well  as  formerly.  He  was  little  indinedto 
talk  at  dinner,  and  went  to  sleep  after  it; 
but  when  he  joined  us  in  the  drawing*room  he 
seesaed  revived,  and  was  again  himself. 

TsUdng  of  conversation,  he  said,  **  There 
most,  in  Uie  first  place,  be  knowledge  —  there 
most  be  materinls;  in  the  second  place,  there 
must  be  a  command  of  words ;  m  the  third 
place,  there  must  be  imagination,  to  place 
tbin^  in  such  views  as  they  are  not  commonly 
Ken  in ;  and,in  the  fourth  place, there  must  ble 
presence  of  mind,  and  a  resolution  that  is  not 
to  be  overcome  by  failures :  this  last  is  an 
essential  reauisite ;  for  want  of  it  many  people 
do  not  excel  in  conversation.  Now  /want  it ; 
I  thfxm  up  the  game  upon  losing  a  trick.**  I 
wondered  to  hear  him  talk  thus  of  himself^  and 
akl,  **  I  don*t  know.  Sir,  how  this  mav  be ; 
bat  I  am  sure  you  beat  otlier  people's  cards  out 
of  their  hands.**  I  doubt  whether  he  heard 
this  remaik.  While  he  went  on  talking  tri- 
umphantly,  I  was  fixed  in  admiration,  and 
ttid  to  Mrs.  Thrale,  ''O  for  short-hand  to  take 
this  downl** — "You'll  carry  it  aU  in  your 
t^cid,**  said  she :  "  a  long  head  is  as  good  as 
•hort-hand** 

It  has  been  observed  and  wondered  at,  that 
Mr.  Charles  Fox  never  talked  with  any  free- 
ly in  the  presence  of  Dr.  Johnson ;  though 
it  is  well  known,  and  I  myself  can  witness,  tlmt 
jus  conversation  is  various,  fluent,  and  exceed- 
ingly sgreeable.  Johnson*s  own  experience, 
however,  of  that  gentleman's  reserve,  was  a 
tttflkient  reason  for  his  going  on  thus :  "  Fox 
never  talks  in  private  company;  not  from 
•nj  determination  not  to  talk,  but  because 
he  has  not  the  first  motion.  A  man  who  is 
u«ed  to  the  applause  of  the  House  of  Commons 
has  no  wish  for  that  of  a  private  company. 
A  man  aocoatomed  to  throw  for  a  thousand 
pounds,  if  set  down  to  throw  for  sixpence, 


■  Wfrv  I  to  teMfft  all  th«  itorlM  whteh  havt  tetn  told  of 
nntntt  boMlj  malnuincd  with  blm.  Iroas^furr  ilctoriM 
'^tuiscd  awmr  bin,  of  redudof  btm  to  lUcacc,  andf  of  maklDf 
•IMS  ovn  that  hU  anCafooUC  bad  tha  boCtar  of  bhn  In  argiu 
•'M,  wtf  Tftluawja  woold  iwall  to  an  Immoderato  ilaa.  Ooa 
'*  iLaaca,  I  Sad,  bat  drcuUtad  botb  In  convarMtlon  and  in 

Cint  t  that  when  ba  would  not  allow  tbe  Scotch  writars  to 
v»  MOTk.  tlio  Into  Dr.  Rom,  of  CbUwIck.  atMrtad.  that  ba 
«»ak|  tmmm  ooa  SeeCeh  wrltar  whom  Dr.Jobnioo  blmtalf 
•ould  allow  to  hava  writtan  batter  than  any  man  of  th«  aga  i 
atwl  upoo  /ohnaon't  asking  who  It  was,  aoiwered  **  Lord 
B«it»,  whan  ho  algnad  tka  warrant  fer  jour  pemlon.**  Upon 
•M(b  Jolknaoa.  ttnack  with  tba  raparta*.  acknowladced  that 
>r  trma  trap.  Wbcn  I  mantioMid  It  to  Johnaoa,  **  SOr/*  lald 
»*.  •*  If  Roaa  lald  tbU,  I  oavar  baard  It.**  —  BoawtiL. 
'  Thia  laBactton  was  vary  natural  In  a  man  of  a  good 
rhe  waa  not  eooicloua  of  any  lU-wIll  to  mans  Ind, 


would  not  be  at  the  pains  to  count  his  dice. 
Bnrke*s  tsdk  is  the  ebuffition  of  his  mind.  He 
does  not  tsJk  from  a  desire  of  distinction,  but 
because  his  mind  is  fulL" 

He  thus  curiously  characterised  one  of  our 
old  acquaintance :  *  [Sheridanl  is  a  good  man. 
Sir ;  but  he  is  a  vain  man  and  a  liar.  He,  how- 
ever, only  tells  lies  of  vanity ;  of  victories,  for 
instance,  in  conversation,  which  never  hap- 
pened." This  alluded  to  a  story,  which  I  had 
repeated  from  that  gentleman,  to  entertain 
Jc^nson  with  its  wild  bravado.  "This  Johnson,. 
Sir,**  said  he,  **  whom  von  are  all  afraid  of,  will 
shrink,  if  you  come  close  to  him  in  ar|;ument, 
and  roar  as  loud  as  he.  He  once  maintained 
the  paradox,  that  there  is  no  beauty  but  in 
utility.  *  Sir,  said  I,  *  what  say  you  to  the 
peacock's  tail,  which  is  one  of  the  most  beau* 
taful  objects  in  nature,  but  would  have  as  much 
utility  if  its  feathers  were  all  of  one  colour  P  * 
He  felt  what  I  thus  produce^  and  had  recourse 
to  his  usual  expedient,  ridicule ;  exclaiming, 
*  A  peacock  has  a  tail,  and  a  fox  has  a  tail ;' 
and  then  he  burst  out  into  a  laugh.  ^Well, 
Sir,'  said  I,  with  a  strong  voice,  looking  him 
full  in  the  faoe,  *  vou  have  unkennelled  your 
fox ;  pursue  him  if  you  dare.'  He  had  not  a 
word  to  say.  Sir."  Johnson  told  me  that 
this  was  fiction  from  beginning  to  end.' 

Alter  musing  for  some  time,  he  said,  "I 
wonder  how  I  should  have  any  enemies ;  for  I 
doharm  to  nobody."*  Boswell.  **  In  the  first 
place.  Sir,  you  will  be  pleased  to  recollect  that 
you  set  out  with  attacking  the  Scotch ;  so  you 
got  a  whole  nation  for  vour  enemies."  Jomr- 
soH.  **  Why,  I  own  that  by  my  definition  of 
oaU  I  meant  to  vex  them."  Boswxix.  **  Pray, 
Sir,  can  yon  trace  the  cause  of  your  antipathy 
to  the  Scotch  P"  Johxsor.  "  I  cannot,  Sir."  ' 
Boswsix.  "Old  Mr.  Sheridan  says  it  was 
beamse  they  sold  Charles  the  First."  Jobn- 
sow.  "  Then,  Sir,  old  Mr.  Sheridan  has  found 
out  a  very  good  reason.*' 

Snrelv  tlM  most  obstinate  and  sulky  nation* 
ality,  the  most  determined  aversion  to  this 
great  and  good  man,  must  be  cured,  when  he 
IS  seen  thus  i^yin^  with  one  of  his  prejudices, 
of  which  he  candidly  admitted  that  he  could 
not  tell  the  reason.  It  was,  however,  probably 
owing  to  his  having  had  in  his  view  tne  worst 
part  of  the  Scottiu  nation,  the  needy  adven* 
turers^,  many  of  whom  he  thought  were 


tboogb  tba  aharp  saytegt  whieb  wara  Mrniaclmaa  prodooad 
by  bu  dlacrlmlnatlon  and  livadty,  whleb  ha  parbapa  did  not 
raoollact,  wara,  t  am  afraid,  too  oftaa  ramambarad  with 
raaaotmant.  —  Boawiti. 

*  Whan  Johnaoo  anartad  so  dlatlnetly  that  ba  coald  not 
traea  tba  eauta  of  hia  antipathy  to  tba  ttcoteh.  It  may  seem 
oninft  to  attrlbuto  to  bha  any  Mcrct  partooal  oMMiva :  but  It 
la  Uia  auenea  of  praludlea  to  ba  uncooidottaof  iCaeanae,  and  I 
am  convinced  that  iohnion  raoaivad  In  aarly  llfo  soma  wrloua 
Injury  or  aflkont  from  tba  Seotcb.  8aa  mmii,  p.  M.  n.  t.  — 
CtoKta. 

*  ThU  em  hardly  bava  baas  tba  caoM.  Manyof  JnboMn'a 
aarllett  aatodataa  wara  Indeed  **  oaady  Scotch  advaoturcrf ;  ** 
that  la,  tbay  wara  poor  icbolara,  Indigant  man  of  adocalioB 
and  talaot,  who  brought  tboaa  artklaa  to  tba  London  markat, 
aa  Dr.  Johnaoo  blmialf  bad  dooa.  Such  wara  Sbaila,  Stawart, 
Madwan,  Ac.   But  Jobaaon  bad  no  w^nlfou  to 
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advaooed  above  ibeir  merits  b^  metas 
be  did  not  upproye.  Had  be  in  bis  early^  life 
been  in  Scotland,  and  seen  tbe  woiibj,  aeasiblei 
independent  gentlemen,  wbo  live  ratinnallj 
and  no^iikably  at  bome,  be  never  oould  bave 
enteftained  socb  uafavoorable  and  nnjast  no- 
tions of  Ins  fellowsubieets.  And  aeeordinglj 
we  find,  ibat  wben  ne  did  visit  Scotland,  in 
tbe  latter  period  of  bis  life,  be  was  fully  sen- 
sible of  aU  tbat  it  deserved,  as  I  have  a&eady 
pointed  out  wben  speaking  of  bis  "  Jonme j 
to  tbe  Western  Islands." 

Next  day,  Saturday,  22d  Marcb,  I  found 
bun  atill  ai  Mrs.  Tbrale*s,  but  be  told  me  tbat 
be  was  to  go  to  bis  own  bouse  in  the  afWmoon. 
lie  was  better,  but  I  perceived  be  was  but  an 
unrulj  patient ;  for  Sir  Lucas  Pepys,  who 
visited  bioi  while  I  was  with  him,  sud,  ^  If 
you  were  IhKtaNs,  Sir,  I  should  prescribe  for 

-    -     -   -         WW 

yon. 

I  related  to  him  a  remark  which  a  respect- 
able  friend  bad  made  to  me  upon  the  then 
state  of  government,  wben  those  who  had  been 
long  in  oppoattion  had  attained  to  power,  as  it 
was  suppMed,  against  tbe  inclination  of  tbe 
sovereign.  ^  You  need  not  be  uneasy,**  said 
this  gentleman,  **  about  the  king.  He  laughs 
at  than  all;  be  plays  them  one  against  another.** 
JoHKSON.  ^*  Don't  think  so,  Sir.  The  kiiur 
is  as  much  opprcesed  as  a  man  can  be.  u 
be  rfays  them  one  against  another,  he  wim 
nothing.^ 

I  hSi  paid  a  visit  to  General  O^etiiarpe  in 
tbe  mommg,  and  was  told  by  him  that  Dr. 
Johnson  saw  coaqMuiy  on  Saturday  evenings, 
and  be  would  meet  me  at  Johnson's  that  night. 
When  I  mentioned  this  to  Johnson,  not  doubt- 
ins  ibat  it  would  please  him,  as  be  bad  a  ipreat 
vuue  for  Oglethorpe,  the  fretfulness  ot  his 
disease^  unexpectedly  showed  itself ;  hisaaser 
suddenly  kmoled,  and  he  said  with  vtte- 
menoe,  ^  Did  not  you  tell  him  not  to  come  f 
Am  I  to  be  hunted  in  this  manner  ?**  I  satis- 
fied ham  thai  I  could  not  divine  that  the  visit 
would  not  be  oonvement,  and  that  I  certainly 
could  not  take  it  upon  me  of  my  ovrn  accord 
to  forbid  the  QeneraL 

I  found  Dr.  Johnson  in  tbe  evening  in  Mrs. 
Williams's  room,  at  tea  and  coffee  with  her 
and  Mrs.  Deamoulins,  who  were  also  both  ill ; 
it  was  a  sad  soene,  and  be  was  not  in  n  very 


th«  outitrarjr,  h«  lived  with  them  In  fkmlllar  fi 
dM  then  active  kindaeMei,  eod  with  Maebeoi  (who 


on 


here  been  «he  earrWar«r  Me  ewlleit  fHendf )  be  eonttaued 
in  tlw  kindest  Itetceuree  to  hU  leet  honr— CeoKSn. 

1  Johnson  loepected  that  Boewell.wlth  Ue  usnal  ogclem- 
noM,  had  Invited  OflethorpetothieimMeeoneblevlsM.  Wh«n 
Johneen  ^Idea  hto  over-aealoas  ftieod  for  anch  foteraed- 
dliaft.  Botwcll,  witli  eeajr  eomp)aflenev«  ean  dlacover  no 
for  the  repfteaad  hot  Johmen'i  u^acei  or  HI 
—  CmoK«n. 

s  I  eumct  Chet  «AnmM  WbtMltos  or,  the  Bveotftd 
Tear  178t,  an  Hbtorlcal  Poem,  bv  the  Rev.  W.  TaAer. 
•iHhor  or  the  Wariike  Genhu  ef  Brilafai.**  (tee  entf,  p.  €M. 
B.3)  lahereneaal — CaoKsa. 

>  What  eaald  Oeneral  OgMherpe  aMan  ty  layl^  Ibat 
**  the  Hewe  of  OeeaoMiaa  had  mmnei  Uie  power  ef  the 
'•mooev?**    MneeaBottaeoTGoaBMonabasvxiated, 
tt  aat  aMPBleed  tbe  power  of  tbe  aatloo'a  awrney  ?    If 


cood  haneor.    He  sud  of  a  perfbranBoe  tbt 
had  ktdy  come  ont,  ""Su-, ifyoathooldKuth  ' 
all  the  madhouses  in  England,  you  vodd  aot 
find  ten  men  who  would  write  so,  and  ddnkil 
sense.*'* 

I  was  §^  wben  General  OfleAorpe's  w- 
rivai  was  announced,  and  we  left  the  Im&i 
Dr.  Johnson  attended  him  in  the  psriour,  od 
was  as  courteous  asever.  Tbe  General  Mid  be 
was  busy  readinf^  the  writers  of  die  oiddle 
ape.  Johnson  said  they  were  very  cvxiooi 
(MURHOBn.  **'  The  House  of  Comnoai  kn 
usurped  tbe  power  of  die  natioB*s  m&utj  isd 
used  it  tyrannically.^  GovcmnicBt  ii  nav 
carried  on  by  oormpt  influence,  instead  of  tk 
inherent  ri«it  of  tbe  king.*  Jonasea.  ''Sir, 
the  want  of  mkerent  right  in  the  kiqgoeeMin 
fdl  this  disturbanee.  What  we  did  st  tk 
Bievniution  was  necessary :  but  it  brob  oor 
constitution.'*^  OoioTHonPu.  **MyibAerdkl 
not  thmk  it  neceasary."* 

On  Snnday,  29d  Man^  I  braskfssted  wid 
Dr.  Johnson,  who  seemed  mudi  rdintd 
having  taken  opimn  the  night  befcre.  Hr 
however  protested  acainst  it,  as  a  resMd?  ibt 
should  be  given  wi&  the  utmost  rffaKWv, 
and  only  in  extreme  neoessi^.  I  sMntioari 
bow  oonuMily  it  was  used  in  TurkejtSiKi  tbt 
therefore  it  conld  not  be  ao  peraioovs  v  k 
annrdiended.  He  grew  warm,  and  ssid,  *Tvi* 
take  opium,  asnl  Christiana  take  cphn;  ^^ 
Rnssel,  in  his  aoeonnt  of  Aleppo,  lob  «i  ^^ 
it  is  as  diapaoefal  in  Turicey  to  tskelso  ■B'f- 
opium,  as  It  is  with  us  to  get  drunk.  Sir,  H  > 
snwmng  bow  things  are  ezaggersled.  A  r^ 
tleman  was  lately  telling  in  a  eampsny  vW?t 
I  was  present,  that  in  France  as  soon  ai  a  f 
of  fashion  marries,  he  takes  an  opera  firi  ist* 
keeping ;  and  this  he  mentioned  at  a  fwni 
custom.    'Pmy,  Sir,*saidI,'howBsajcfm 

emi^r there  be?'  He  nsvoei *it«<i 
loorc.*  'WeUthen,8ir,*saidI,  *;««< 
there  can  be  no  more  than  fourseore  ncs  ^ 
fashion  who  can  do  this.*  "** 

Mrs. Desmoidins  made  tea;  and  ibe  laA  I 
talked  before  him  upon  m  topic  which  ^  M 
once  bome  patiently  from  me  whea  «e  v*** 
by  ourselves, —  his  not  eomphiniBg  ^  '> 
worid,  because  he  was  not  called  lo  sonf  r^ 
office,  nor  had  attamed  to  creat  wcshk  H^ 
flew  intonviolent 


»greotwcahk   H^ 
foonftsiwilkim' 


Mr.  Boawell  dM  not 
thorpa  talked 
foipcet  tbat  thifl 


<  1  have,  in  my  **  Jeomal 
ned  ny  iratbaeala 
•craMry.  hot  not  a 
hmf  ttaeblaaladtbe 
when  tar  the  baniffBant 
aracatddlAed  la  oar 
bfeelebradoMtbe 


•Yenbotlfayb 

peraona  a^oni  tbe  aocWCv 
and  ptsr  ttctUtwtt  men  of 
eKprasted  with  eeUo^nlal 
CaoKia. 


ofParia 
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justice,  and  commanded  us  to  have  done. 
""  Xobodj,"  said  be^  ""has  a  ri^ht  to  talk  in 
this  manner,  to  bring  before  a  man  his  own 
character,  and  tbe  events  of  his  life,  when  he 
does  not  choose  it  should  be  done.  I  never 
have  sought  the  world ;  the  world  was  not  to 
seek  me.  It  is  rather  wonderful  that  so  much 
has  been  done  for  me.  All  the  complaints 
which  are  made  of  the  world  are  unjust.  I 
never  knew  a  man  of  merit  neglected ;  it  was 
generally  by  bis  own  fault  that  he  failed  of 
success.  A  man  may  bide  bis  bead  in  a  bole ; 
be  may  ^  into  the  country,  and  pubfish  a  book 
DOW  antl  then,  which  nobody  reads,  and  then 
complain  be  is  neglected.  Tnere  is  no  reason 
why  any  person  should  exert  himself  for  a  man 
who  has  written  a  good  book:  be  has  not 
written  it  for  any  individual.  I  may  as  well 
make  a  present  to  tbe  postman  who  brings  me 
a  letter.  Wben  petronaee  was  fimited,  aa 
intbor  expected  to  find  a  Maecenas,  and  com- 
plained if  he  did  not  find  one.  Why  should  be 
complain  f  This  Mawenas  has  otliers  as  ^ood 
as  he,  or  others  who  have  got  tbe  start  of  him.** 
BoswKLL.  "But,  surely,  Sur,  you  will  allow 
that  there  are  men  tif  merit  at  the  bar,  who 
nerer  get  practice."  Johuboh.  *'  Sir,  you  are 
ran*  t£it  practice  is  got  from  an  opinion  that 
the  person  employed  deserves  H  bat;  so  that 
if  a  man  of  merit  at  tbe  bar  does  not  ^et 
practice,  it  is  from  error,  not  from  injustice. 
He  is  not  neglected.  A  horse  that  is  bronpht 
to  market  may  not  be  bought,  though  he  is  a 
very  good  horse ;  but  that  is  from  ignorance, 
not  from  inattention.** 

There  was  in  this  discourse  mudi  novelty, 
ingenoity,  and  discrimination,  such  as  is  iddom 
to  be  found.  Tet  I  cannot  help  thinking  that 
men  of  merit,  who  have  no  success  in  life, 
maj  be  forgiven  for  lameniing,  if  tbe^r  are  not 
allowed  to  eompiam,  Tbev  may  consider  it  as 
^ord  that  their  merit  should  not  have  its  suit- 
able distinction.  Though  there  is  no  inten- 
tional injustice  towards  them  on  the  part  of 
the  worla,  their  merit  not  having  been  per- 
^-ived,  they  may  yet  repine  against  forhate  or 
7 //^  or  b^  whatever  name  they  choose  to  call 
'iie  supposed  mythological  power  of  desHny. 
it  has,  however,  occurred  to  me,  aa  a  con- 
lolatory  thought,  that  men  of  merit  should 
censtder  thus :  —  How  much  harder  would  it 
^  if  the  same  persons  had  both  all  tbe  merit 
ttd  all  the  proaperity  ?  Would  not  this  be  a 
miserable  <SstriDution  for  the  poor  dunces? 
Would  men  of  merit  exchaoffe  their  intellec- 
tual superiority,  and  the  enjoyments  ariaing 
frcNn  it,  for  external  distinction  and  the 
i4eafuresof  we^th?    If  they  would  not,  let 


'  **  t.rttor  to  th«  r^opl*  of  Seotlaod  afrfiMt  tiM  Kvmupi  to 
'•miobb  Um  Woiober  of  Lordi  of  Soidoii,  1785.**—  BoowaiA. 
■te  fwc  iMtlwncttllarrMfliiibUoeotatwooa  tiMM  mm^ 
"^'(  ~  Mr.  Borio  oad  Um  oM  Cnnnte.  —  Ctmum.  t»l7. 

'  TliU  raralf  Is  uw  kraa4lf  Maifd  :  0ocl«Cf  It  tn)w«4  vhon 
"^•M^  ti  tpMl.  M  la  Clio  esM  or  Kgmiitt^  Diiko  crfOrlMiM,  la 
('••fliiaer  or  eomqiCkM,  or  to  oxcitlaf  political  MdMoD.  -> 


them  not  envy  others,  who  are  poor  where 
they  are  rich,  a  compeneation  which  is  made  to 
them.  Let  them  look  inwards  and  be  satisfied ; 
recollecting  with  conscious  pride  what  Virgil 
finely  says  of  tbe  Corycims  aemeSy  and  which  I 
have,  in  another  place ',  with  truth  and  nn- 
cerity  applied  to  Mr.  Burke : 

'*  Eflgum  aquabat  opes  animia." 

On  tiie  subject  of  tbe  right  employment  of 
wealdi,  Johnson  observed,  —  **  A  man  cannot 
make  a  bad  use  of  Us  money,  so  for  as  rmrds 
society,  if  he  does  not  hoard  it*;  for  if  he 
\  either  spends  it  or  lends  it  out,  soeiety  has  the 
I  benefit.  It  is  in  general  better  to  spend  money 
than  to  give  it  away ;  for  indnitry  is  more 
promoted  by  spending  money  lihan  by  gfving  it 
awaj.  A  man  who  spends  bis  money  is  sure 
be  IS  doinjf  good  with  it:  he  is  not  so  sure 
when  he  gives  it  away.  A  man  who  spends 
ten  thousand  a  year  will  do  more  sood  tnn  a 
man  who  spends  two  thooaand  and  givei  sway 
eiriit." 

In  the  evening  I  eame  to  him  again.  He 
was  somewhat  mtfol  from  his  ilmess.  A 
gentleman  asked  him  whether  he  had  been 
abroad  to-da^.  *'Don*t  talk  so  cbildifAily,*' 
said  be.  ^  i  ou  may  as  well  ask  if  I  hanged 
myself  to-day.**  I  mentioned  politics.  Joaiv- 
soN.  **  Sur,  Fd  as  soon  have  a  man  to  break 
my  bones  aa  talk  to  me  of  public  afiairs,  in- 
ternal or  external.  I  have  Inred  to  see  things 
all  aa  bad  as  they  can  be.** 

Having  mentioned  his    friend  the  second 
Lord  Southwell,  be  said,  '*Lard  Southwell 
was  tbe  highest-bred  man  without  insolence, 
that  I  ever  was  in  company  with ;  the  most 
qualiiied  I  ever  saw.     Lora  Orrery  waa  not 
dignified ;  Lord  Chesterfield  was,  but  he  waa 
insolent.    Lord  ••♦••••••«  is  a  man  of  coarse 

manners,  but  a  man  of  abilities  and  informa- 
tion. I  don*t  say  he  is  a  man  I  would  set  at 
the  head  of  a  nation,  though  perhaps  he  may 
be  as  good  as  the  next  prune  minister  that 
comes ;  but  he  is  a  man  to  be  at  the  head  of  a 
dub, — I  don*t  say  our  club,  ~  for  there's  no 
such  club.**  BoswBLL.  "^  But,  Sir,  was  be  not 
a  factious  man  P"  JoHxaoii.  *^  O  ves,  Sir,  as 
foetioiis  a  fellow  as  could  be  founa ;  one  who 
waa  for  sinking  us  all  into  the  mob.**  Boswbix. 
**  How  then,  fir,  did  he  get  into  favour  with 
the  king  f  **  Jobhsor.  **  Because,  Sir,  I  sup- 
pose he  promised  the  king  to  do  whatever  tne 
Idmr  pleaaed.** 

Ue  said,  **  GoldsBiith*s  Uundering  speech  to 
Lord  Shelbume,  which  has  been  so  often  men- 
tioned, and  which  he  really  did  make  to  him, 
was  only  a  blunder  in  emphasb :  —  *  I  wonder 


*  SlMlbvnio,  tho  ■ 
Laaidowiio.  Ho  waa 
of  1789.iifwMciiMr.  Mil 
and  which  was  owttd  bjr  tho 
thUconvorsalloo.  Saoow.p.) 
—  CaoBSa. 


ant  MarouU  of 
of  Uio  thort-livcd  oriiiiaify 
r  of  ibo  BadMqiitr, 
lo  ina,  aooB  aftor 
ft,  aai  yotf,  p.  Tfl .  a.  1 
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they  should  call  your  lordship  MalagridiL,  for 
Malagrida  was  a  very  good  man  ;* — meant,  I 
wonder  thev  should  use  Malagrida  as  a  term 
of  reproach.  * 

Soon  after  this  time  I  had  an  opportunity  of 
seeing,  by  means  of  one  of  his  friends,  a  proof 
thathis  talents,  as  well  as  his  obliging  service 
to  authors,  were  ready  as  ever.  He  had  revised 
^The  Villaffe,**  an  admirable  poem,  by  the 
Reverend  ]£r.  Crabbe.'  Its  sentiments  as  to 
the  false  notions  of  rustic  happiness  and  rustic 
virtue  were  quite  congenial  with  his  own ;  and 
he  had  taken  the  trouble  not  only  to  suggest 
alight  corrections  and  variations,  but  to  furnish 
some  lines  when  he  thought  he  could  give  the 
writer's  meaning  better  than  in  the  words  of 
the  manuscript? 

JOHNSON  TO  RETNOLD& 

••Marahi.  I7M. 

•*  Sib,  —  I  have  tent  you  back  Mr.  Crabbe's 
poem,  which  I  read  with  great  delight.  It  is  ori- 
ginal, vigoroot,  and  el^rait. 

**  The  alterations  which  I  have  mode  I  do  not 
require  him  to  adopt,  for  my  linet  are^  perhapc,  not 
ofUn  better  than  bis  own ;  but  he  may  take  mine 
and  his  own  toffether,  and  perhaps  between  them 
produce  something  better  than  either.  He  is  not 
to  think  bis  copy  wantonly  defaced.  A  wet  sponge 
will  wash  all  the  red  lines  away,  and  leave  the  page 
clear. 

**  His  dedication  will  be  least  liked.  It  were 
better  to  contract  it  into  a  short  sprightly  addreas. 
I  do  not  doubt  Mr.  Crabbe's  success.  I  am,  Sir, 
&e.,  Sam.  Jobksok." 

—  RepidiM  MSS, 

On  Sunday,  March  30.,  I  found  him  at  home 
in  the  evening,  and  had  the  pleasure  to  meet 
with  Dr.  Brocklesby,  whose  reading,  and 
knowledge  of  life,  and  good  spirits,  supply  him 
with  a  never-failing  source  of  conversation. 
He  mentioned  a  respectable  gentleman,  who 
became  extremely  penurious  near  the  close  of 
his  life.  Johnson  said  there  must  have  been 
a  degree  of  madness  about  him.    **  Not  at  all, 


1  Thto  anUble  fsntleman  U  (till  alfre,  retldent  in  bit  r«c- 
torj  or  TrowbridM,  In  Wiltshire.  Hit  lubteqaent  publka- 
tloni  have  placed  hfan  high  in  the  roll  of  British  poets  ^ 
thooah  his  heTlaa  taken  a  view  of  life  too  minute,  too 
humiliating,  too  painftil,  and  too  Jnst.  mair  h«?e  deprived  his 
works  of  so  extenstre,  or,  at  least,  so  brilliant,  a  popularitf 
as  some  of  his  contemporaries  have  attained ;  hut  I  Tenture 
to  beliere,  that  there  is  no  poet  of  his  times  who  will  stand 
higher  in  the  opinion  of  posterity.  He  generally  deals  with 
**  the  short  and  simple  annals  ui  the  poor."  but  he  exhibits 
them  wtth  soch  a  deep  knowledge  of  human  nature— with 
such  general  ease  and  simpllcitj.  and  such  accurate  ibree  of 
expression,  whether  gay  or  pathecical,  as,  in  mv  humble 
Judgment,  no  poet,  except  Shakespeare,  has  excelled.— C., 
1681.    Mr.  Crabbe  died  Feb.  8. 1S3S.  —  CaoxEX.  ias». 

*  I  shall  give  an  instance,  marking  the  original  bj  Roaan, 
and  Johnson's  subttttutlon  in  Italic  characters  i 

**  In  (klrer  scenes,  where peaceM  pleunres  spring, 
Titjrrus,  the  pride  of  Mantnan  swains  might  sing ; 
But  chaim'd  bf  him,  or  smitten  with  his  rlews. 
Shall  modem  poets  court  the  Mantuan  muse  ? 
From  truth  ami  nature  shall  we  wkicljr  strar, 

VirgUledtheway?^ 


Where  fan^  leads,  or 

"  On  MimeWi  bank;  As  Ctnar't 
is  TUifnuJbmma  tkt  geUtm  ^ge 


hemmtnm  rtigi^ 


Sir,**  said  Dr.  Brocklesby,  '^hts  judgment  wis 
entire.**  Unluckily,  however,  he  mentiooed 
that  although  he  had  a  fortune  of  twentv-^era 
thousand  pounds,  be  denied  himself  manv 
comforts,  from  an  apprehension  that  he  oould 
not  afford  them.  **Naj,  Sir,**  cried  John»a, 
''  when  the  judgment  is  so  disturbed  that  a 
man  cannot  count,  that  is  pretty  welL** 

I  shall  here  insert  a  few  of  Johnson's  sav- 
ings, without  the  formality  of  datea,  as  xhtj 
have  no  reference  to  any  particiilar  time  or 
place. 

^  The  more  a  man  extends  and  Taries  kit 
acquaintance,  the  better.**  This,  however,  vm 
meant  with  a  just  restriction ;  for  he  on  aaoch^r 
occasion  said  to  me,  "  Sir,  a  man  may  be 
so  much  of  every  thing,  that  he  is  noChio^  U 
any  thinj^." 

**  Raising  the  wages  of  dayJabourm  m 
wrong ;  for  it  does  not  make  them  live  better, 
but  onJv  makes  them  idler,  and  wii^wa^^  ^  a 
very  bad  thing  for  human  nature.** 

**It  is  a  very  good  custom  to  keep  a  joaraa.* 
for  a  man*s  own  use ;  he  may  wnte  upan  a 
card  a  day  all  that  is  necessary  to  be  wrin^^ 
after  he  has  had  experience  o^  life.  At  fc>« 
there  is  a  great  deal  to  be  written,  beowje; 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  novelty :  but  wh<A 
once  a  man  has  settled  hb  opiniooa,  there  a 
seldom  much  to  be  set  down.** 

1  There  is  nothins  wonderful  in  the  Joomal  * 
which  we  see  Swift  kept  in  Loodoa,  ivr  is 
contains  slight  topics,  and  it  might  soon  he 
written.** 

I  praised  the  accuracy  of  an  aeocwmt-b^k 
of  a  lady  whom  I  mentioned.  Joasvin 
^  Keeping  accounts.  Sir,  is  of  no  nae  when  a 
man  is  spending  his  own  money,  and  hu 
nobody  to  whom  he  is  to  account.  Too  wvc\ 
eat  less  beef  to-day,  because  yoa  have  writt^v 
down  what  it  cost  yesterday.**  I  mcBtiav-^ 
another  ladv  who  thought  as  he  did,  so  tk^ 
her  husband  oould  not  get  her  to  keep  an  ^-^ 
count  of  the  expense  of  the  family, 
thought  it  enough  that  she 


Jfiul  slMpyterdr  lAr  jleMrr«v 
Meckamie  eekoe*  qf  l*r  Mmmt 
From  truth  and  natnre  shall 
Whewt  ytrgOt  mtt 


Here  we  Snd  Johnson's 

minished.    I  must  bowe 

this  poem,  as  to  **  The  Traveller  ** 

of  Goldsmith,  were  so  small  as  bf  no 

distinguished  merit  of  the  anther ^ 

I  In  hto  Life  of  Swift,  he  thus 
the  midat  of  bis  power  and  hts 
his  Tisits,  hU  walks,  his 
quarrels  with  his  serrant,  and  t 
son  and  Mrs.  Dlnglejr,  to  whom  be  knew 
him  was  Interesting,  and  no 
Whether  these  diurnal  triles 
which  had  nerer  received  srt  pms 
be  reasonably  doubted :  tbvy  naTe, 
tractions:  the  reader  Inding 
which  he  has  been  used  to  oonstder  as  li 
hope  of  information ;  and,  as  tbetw  b 
attention,  if  he  Is  dls^pointed,  be  am 
majr  be  added,  that  the  render  not  only 
find,  in  this  very  entettalolng  JowrnaV 
formation,  respecting  pcreona  and  tbtaftt. 
rain  seek  Ibr  In     ' 


i 
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0am  allowed  ber.  Johhboh.  '*Sir,  it  is  fit 
she  should  keep  an  account,  because  her 
husband  wishes  it ;  but  I  do  not  see  its  use.** 
I  maintained  that  keeping  an  account  has  this 
advantage,  that  it  satisfies  a  man  that  his 
monej  has  not  been  lost  or  stolen,  which  he 
might  sometimes  be  ^t  to  imagine,  were 
there  no  written  state  of  his  expense ;  and, 
besides,  a  calculation  of  economy,  so  as  not  to 
exceed  one*8  income,  cannot  be  made  without 
a  view  of  the  difierent  articles  in  figures,  that 
one  may  see  how  to  retrench  in  some  par- 
ticulars less  necessary  than  others.  This  he 
did  not  attempt  to  answer. 

Talking  of  an  acauaintance  of  ours  \  whose 
narratives,  which  abounded  in  curious  and  in- 
teresting topics,  were  unhappily  found  to  be 
verj  fabulous ;  I  mentioned  Lord  Mansfield*s 
havinff  said  to  me,  "  Suppose  we  believe  one 
Ao/^  of  what  he  tells.**  Johnsoh.  ^  Ay ;  but 
we  don*t  know  which  half  to  believe.  By  his 
lying  we  lose  not  only  our  reverence  for  him, 
but  all  comfort  in  his  conversation.**  Boswsi.l. 
^  May  we  not  take  it  as  amusing  fiction?** 
JoHMSOir.  **  Sir,  the  misfortune  is,  that  you 
will  insensibly  believe  as  much  of  it  as  you 
incline  to  bdieve.** 

It  is  remarkable,  that  notwithstanding  their 


with  great  respect  Johnson,  I  know  ^  not 
upon  what  degree  of  investigation,  entertained 
no  exalted  opmion  of  his  loraship*s  intellectual 
character.  TaUdng  of  him  to  me  one  day,  he 
said,  ^  It  is  wondmul,  Sir,  with  how  little  real 
superiority  of  mind  men  can  make  an  eminent 
figuTv  in  paUic  life.**  He  expressed  hunself 
to  the  same  purpose  concerning  another  law- 
lord',  who.  It  seems,  once  t<x>k  a  fancy  to 
atipw^n^  with  the  wits  of  London ;  but  witn  so 
little  suooeM,  that  Foote  said,  *'  What  can  he 
mean  by  coming  among  ns  f  He  is  not  only 
dull  himself,  but  Uie  cause  of  dulness  in 
others.**  Tiying  him  by  the  test  of  his  col- 
l<K]utal  powers,  Johnson  had  found  him  very 
defective.  He  onoe  said  to  Sir  Joshua  Rey- 
nolds, ^  This  man  now  has  been  ten  years  about 
town,  and  has  made  nothtnff  of  it ;  *'  meaning 
as  a  companion.^  He  saia  to  me,  ^  I  never 
beard  any  thing  from  him  in  company  that 


t  Thit.  Mr.  CInlflMn  tboQsht,wai  Oaort*  8tMf«u.« 
^Mftn,  1S47. 

•  Lord  M«Dtfl«ld.    8m  amli,  p.  St.  n.  I.  —  Cboos. 
>  No  doabC  Lord  Loosbborouf  h.  —  Ckokbe. 

*  KiMvtnc  M  «•!!  Ml  do  what  orcctolon  mad  •IcgaiiM  of 
bUlordahIp  en  dltpUy.  1  cannot  but  MMpMt  tlwt 

,.i»..roarablo  tfifmnnm  in  ■  aodal  elrci«,  which  draw 
fc  anliMdvorafcMM  npoo  him,  mutt  bo  ovtos  to  m  cold 
askviatioa  of  uioioquBncn,  from  bHnr  rmorrcd  and  Miff.    If 
K  b«  M>  aad  bo  mif bt  bo  an  afrMabUi  man  If  bo  would,  wf 
'  bo  wonj  that  ho  mlwot  bis  aim.  •  Boowtu.. 

Ho  ten  Ibo  borthoa  of  ft  bearior  fom. 

Jiio«im/»I.0.-~C 

ftf*  to  bo  fond,  ondor  tbo  tltto  of  **  Tho  H^po- 
k,*'  la  tbo  Loodoo  Magatlno  f^om  177ft  to  17S4.  — 


was  at  all  striking ;  and  depend  upon  it,  Sir, 
it  b  when  you  come  close  to  a  man  in  con- 
versation, that  you  discover  what  his  real 
abilities  are:  to  make  a  speech  in  a  public 
assembly  is  a  knack.  Now,  1  honour  Thurlow, 
Sir ;  Thurlow  is  a  fine  fellow ;  he  fairly  puts 
hu  mind  to  yours.** 

AAer  repeating  to  him  some  of  his  pointed, 
lively  sayings,  I  said,  ^  It  is  a  pity,  Sir,  you 
don*t  always  remember  your  own  good  things, 
that  you  may  have  a  laugh  when  you  wiU.** 
JoHSSOH.  ^  Nay,  Sir,  it  is  better  that  I  forget 
them,  that  I  may  be  reminded  of  them,  and 
have  a  laugh  on  their  being  brought  to  my  re* 
collection. 

When  I  recalled  to  him  his  having  said,  as 
we  sailed  up  Lochlomond,  ^  That  if  he  wore 
any  thing  fine,  it  should  be  very  fine;*'  I 
observed  that  all  his  thoughts  were  upon  a 
ffreat  scale.  Johnsoh.  **  Depend  upon  it. 
Sir,  every  man  will  have  as  fine  a  thing  as  he 
can  get;  as  laige  a  diamond  for  his  ring.'* 
Boswkix.  "Pvdon  me.  Sir;  a  man  of  a 
narrow  mind  will  not  think  of  it;  a  slight 
trinket  will  satisfy  him : 

'  Nee  sttlRsrrs  quest  nu^ris  ponders  gemms.*  **  * 

I  told  him  I  should  send  him  some  **  Essays** 
which  I  had  written  ^  which  I  hoped  he  would 
be  so  good  as  to  read,  and  pick  out  the  good 
ones.  JoHNSoir.  ^  Nay,  Sir,  send  me  only  the 
good  ones :  don*t  make  mepick  them.** 

I  heard  him  once  say,  **  Though  the  proverb 
*  Nullum  numen  abe$ty  n  titpru&ntiay  does  not 
always  prove  true,  we  may  be  certain  of  the 
converse  of  it,  ^NMtm  mmen  adest^  n  iit  im" 
pTvdtntiam***'^ 

Once,  when  Mr.  Seward  was  going  to  Bath, 
and  asked  his  commands,  he  said,  "  Tell  Dr. 
Harington  that  I  wish  he  would  publish 
another  volume  of  the  *Nuga  Antima;**  it  is 
a  ver^  pretty  book.***  Mr.  Seward  seconded 
this  wish,  and  recoomiended  to  Dr.  Harington 
to  dedicate  it  to  Johnson,  and  take  for  his 
motto  what  Catullus  says  to  Cornelius  Nepos : 


namque  tu  solcbas 


— o 


Mess  Cflw  sliquid  putare  muoas.**** 


As  a  small  proof  of  his  kindliness  and  de- 
licacy  of  feeling,  the  following  circumstance 
may  be  mentioned:  One  evening,  when  we 


T  Mrs.  Plotil  olvta  a  noro  etaiakal  and,  1  luppoM.  moro 
eorroct,  ?mloa  of  Johnson *■  variation :  SmOmm  aimwii  «dra< 
mi  tft  pmdentim. .— Caosaa. 

•  It  hat  slnoe  ap|iparod.—Bo0Wtix.  Though  tho  M88., 
of  which  thli  work  was  eoapowd.  had  dotcoodod  to  Dr. 
Harington.  tho  worii  was  not  odltod  hj  bbn,  but  bj  tbo 
Rovermd  tionry  Harington,  M.  A.  —  MABKLAim. 

•  A  new  and  grootlf  tmnrovod  odltioo  of  this  verf  cariooa 
colloetton  waa  publUhMl  br  Mr.  Park  In  IS04.  In  two 
volumrt,  octavo,  la  ihto  oditlon  tho  lottort  ara  ebrono- 
logleally  arranged,  and  the  aceo«int  of  tbo  bUbopa,  which  was 


formorly  printed  from  a  verjr  eormpt  oopf ,  to  taken  from  Sir 
John  Harrinfltoo*t  original  mannaertpt,  which  be  pro>ent»d 
to  Henrj,  l*niico  of  Walaa,  and  la  now  In  tbo  royal  ubrary  la 
thoMuaaaB.~MAMiit. 

»•  ^—  For  you  art 

To  think  mj  trigtt 


Mmillilaf.  •*  C. 
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were  in  the  street  tocetlter,  and  I  told  him  I 
was  eomg  to  sup  at  Mr.  Beanclerk's,  he  said, 
**  rilgo  with  jou.**  After  haying  walked  part 
of  the  way,  seeming  to  recollect  something,  he 
soddenlj  stopped  and  said,  ^  I  cannot  go,  — 
bnt  /  do  not  Ave  BeaudeHk  ike  leu^ 

On  the  frame  of  his  portrait  Mr.  Besaderk 
had  inscribed 


•*  — .^—  Ingeninm  ingens 
Inculto  Utet  hoe  rab  corpore.**' 

Afler  Mr.  Beancleri^*s  death,  when  it  became 
Mr.  Lanffton*s  propertj,  he  made  the  inscrip- 
tion be  defaced.  Johnson  said  complacentlj, 
"  It  was  kind  in  jou  to  take  it  off;"  and  then, 
afler  a  short  pause,  added,  **and  not  unkind  in 
him  to  put  it  on.** 

He  sfud,  *^  How  few  of  his  friends'  houses 
would  a  man  choose  to  be  at  when  he  is  sick!  ** 
He  mentioned  one  or  two.  I  recollect  onlj 
Thrale's. 

He  observed,  ^  There  is  a  wicked  inclination 
in  most  people  to  suppose  an  old  man  decayed 
in  his  intellects.  If  a  joung  or  middle-aged 
man,  when  leaving  a  company,  does  not 
recollect  where  he  laid  his  hat,  it  is  nothing ; 
but  if  the  same  inattention  is  discovered  in  an 
old  man,  people  will  shrug  up  their  shoulders, 
and  say,  ^His  memory  is  going.*  ** 

When  I  once  talked  to  him  of  some  of  the 
sayings  which  eveiy  body  repeats,  but  nobody 
knows  where  to  find,  such  as  Q^bOB  Dxus  vm 
perdere,  prhu  demeniat;  he  told  me  that  he 
was  once  offered  ten  guineas  to  point  out  from 
whence  Semel  iniomtimtu  oames  was  taken. 


1  The  wbola  itMiif  i§  rwj  daicriptfy  of  Johaiop : 

*'  —    ■    Iraenadlar  cit  poulo :  mlniu  ugtau  acotU 
Naribof  horuin  boinlimm :  rtderi  pouit  eo  quod 
Riutteim  tonio  toga  dsfluit :  et  male  lexoe 
In  peie  cakeiu  h»ret :  at  oti  boaiu,  at  mellor  rir 
Non  allni  qtriaquaitt :  at  tfU  amiciu :  at  ingenlum  Ingeni 
loeulto  latet  hoe  fob  ooipore/'  —  Mbr.  SaL  Ui.  Itb.  1. 37. 

**  Toor  fiiend  b  pasilonale — perhape  onSt 
For  the  briik  petulance  of  modem  wit : 
Hit  hair  ill  cut,  his  robe,  that  awkward  flowi 
On  Uf  large  ahoos.  to  raillei7  ezpoae 
The  man  you  lore :  yet  ii  he  not  poeiett 
Of  virtues,  with  which  very  few  are  bleit  ? 
While,  underneath  this  rough  uncouth  diiniiie, 
A  genius  of  extenalvw  knowledge  Ilea.**  —  ntmeU. 

CaOKBR. 

s  The  wotda  occur  (as  Ifr.  Bindley  otoervei  to  me)  hi  the 
first  Eclogue  of  MaotManua,  *'  Do  Uoneito  Amoro,"  ftc. 

**  Id  oonmone  aalam ;  senel  Insnlviniu  ooumm.** 

[  The  evil's  common ;  all  for  once  are  mad.  —  C] 

With  the  following  elucidation  of  the  other  saying  —  Chios 
DeuM  (it  should  rather  be,  Qnem  JmpUer)  mti  perdere^  prim 
demmiat  [Whom  God  would  ruia,  he  first  diiordert  in 
mind.  —  C.1  Mr.  Boewell  was  furnished  by  Mr.  Richard  How, 
of  Apsley,  in  Bedfordshire,  as  commoiicated  to  that  gentle 
man  by  bis  IHeod,  Mr.  John  Pitts,  late  rector  of  GreatBcick- 
hill,  in  BueiUn^uun :  "  Perhms  no  scrap  of  Ladn  whatever 
haa  been  more  quoted  than  this.  It  oecaslonaUy  fiUls  even 
from  those  who  are  scrupnloua  even  to  pedantey  In  tlieir 
Latlnity,  and  will  not  admit  a  word  into  tlietr  compositloos 
wlUch  has  net  the  sanction  of  tlie  first  age.*'  The  word 
demtmio  is  of  no  autfaorltr,  either  as  a  verb  active  or  neuter. 
After  a  long  search,  for  the  purpose  of  deciding  a  bet,  some 

£mtlemen  of  Cambridge  fbund  it  among  the  fragments  of 
uripidea.  hi  what  edition  1  do  not  recollect,  where  it  is 
given  as  a  translation  of  a  Greek  Iambic: 

Of  Omt  ^tku  MevAiMU,  rfmt^ 


**  The  above  scrap  was  found  in  the  handwriting  of  a  suicide 
of  f^hion.  Sir  D.  O.,  some  years  ago,  Iving  on  the  table  of 

'  hunself.    ' 


the  room  where  be  had  destroyed  hi 


The  suicide  wa^ 


He  couM  not  do  it;  but  manj  yetn  sftawudi 
met  with  it  by  chance  in  Jokanei  Bapikk 
Manhuamt,* 

I  am  very  sorry  that  I  did  not  tike  s  note 
of  an  eloquent  ar|;ument,  in  whidi  he  naia- 
tained  that  the  situation  of  Prince  of  Wila 
was  the  happiest  of  anrperson's  in  the  kra^doo, 
eren  beyond  that  of  the  sorereign.  I  tmSka 
oolj — the  enjoyment  of  hope — die  h%h  n- 
penority  of  ruik,  without  the  anzioiis  ores  of 
government — ami  a  great  decree  of  power, 
Both  from  natural  influence  wisely  used,  sod 
from  the  sanguine  expectations  of  those  iHm 
look  forward  to  the  chiuace  of  future  fiiToar. 

Sir  Joshua  Sepiolds  communicated  to  ue 
the  following  particulars : 

Johnson  uought  the  poems  pdiliriied  a 
translations  from  Ossian  mui  so  little  lurit, 
that  he  said,  "  Sir,  a  man  might  wxite  nek 
stuff  for  ever,  if  he  would  oftowba  Ik  mud  ■ 
to  iu"  , 

He  said,  '^A  man  should  pass  a  ptftofj 
his  time  with  the  htMgkerSj  by  which  mens  , 
any  thing  ridiculous  or  particular  abonl  bia 
might  be  presented  to  his  view,  and  oonectei" 
I  (Hwenred,  he  must  have  been  a  bold  kogkr 
who  would  hare  ventured  to  tell  Dr.  Johuoa 
of  any  of  his  peculiarities. 

Having  observed  the  vain  osteniatioitf  im- 
portance of  man  J  people  in  quoting  the  aoth^- 
rity  of  dukes  and  lord8»  as  having  been  intheir 
company,  he  said,  he  went  to  the  o&erextraK, 
and  did  not  mention  his  autharit^  when  be 
should  have  done  it,  had  it  not  beni  thitofi 
duke  or  a  lord. 


a  man  of  iJaiilail  nc^nlivmanti :  ho  left  ne  eitar  iV 
beUnd  him.**    Another  of  tiieae  praverbial  ssflam 

**  Inddit  hi  ^llam,  copicna  vitare  amfhtm,' 
[Shunning  CharyMla  into  ScyDa  fUts,  >  C] 

I,  some  years  ago.  hi  a  note  on  ap«8SMeiiBTbelimhi*tf 
Venice,  traced  to  lu  sonree.  ft  eecws  (with  i iU|ltf»*> 
atlon)  in  the  Aleamidrels  of  PMUp  GimUIbk  (a  fo^^j^ 
thirteenth  century),  which  waa  printed  at  Ljem  iaUn^ 
Dariui  is  the  person  addresaed  :  -^ 

—  Quo  tendia  inerten, 
Rea  peritnra,  fttgam  ?  neseia»  Imo  !  . 
Quern  fugias :  hostea  incnrris  dum  Atgis 
Inddis  hi  Scyllam,  cupfana  vltaee  GianrWiB.' 


««. 


fWhy.  fhted  king,  a  tame  «.« 
Ton  know  not,  Iiost  One»  wl 
Yott  aaeet  the  foe  voo  dr« 
Shunning  Chazybius  into 


evasion  try 


.-C] 


brsD.* 


The  author  of  this  nne  waa  Sret  ascertahwd  by  (Sblhatt* 
llarthu,  who  died  in  U7fi.  as  is  obserred  la  Uiv^ 
vol.  Hi.  p.  ISO.  edH.  17SS;  For  an  aeaeaot  ef  TWHptetaif. 
see  Vosslua  de  Poet.  LaUn..  p.  »4.  Ibl.  Ifli7.  AttM.»( 
less  freouently  quoted  timn  any  of  tile  preeatfog,  ww  (>^* 
gested  for  inquiry,  several  years  ago*  in  a  note  on  mM* 
ofLoerece: 


gilat-C.J 
Ibalim.bHB^ 


[— — 'Tistotho 
To  hav«,ait  leMt,  a  paitaer  hi 

But  the  author  of  this  ▼ena  has  oat, 
covered.  —  Maloiic. 

'  I  am  happy,  however,  to  mention  a  , 

his  enduring  with  great  gentleness  to  hesr  one  «f  ■■ 
striking  narticularttiea  poiated  out:  Miss  Uoatar.sDwra 
his  IHend,  Christopher  Smart,  when  a  very  yomf  fj^f^^ 
by  his  eatraordhiary  motlona,  said  to  bna, "  ^^V-lfJ^ 
son,  whydoyoumakesodbatnnfaasolnrss?"  "y****! 
habit,"  he  rMlied:  *'do  you,  my  dear,  take  asm  lo  fi>M 
against  bad  habits.'*  This  I  was  toM  by  the  ya«g  la^^* 
brother  at  Margate. — Boswiu,. 
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Dr.  Goldsaith  aaid  onee  to  Dr.  JolmMm 
tluU  he  wkhcd  for  lome  addkioiial  nemben  to 
Uie  Lifeeranr  Clols  to  give  it  ao  agreeaUo 
Tarietj;  ^rar,**  wiid  ht,  ^ there  ean  now  be 
nodungBeweiiioiigiu:  wehsvetnurelledorcr 
ooe  tiioC]Mr*s  raindi.  Johneen  BeenMd  a  little 
angrjt  tad  nid,  *^  Sir,  jmt  have  not  travelled 
orer  mf  mind,  I  jpranme  yon.**  Sir  JoBbna, 
bowerer,  thought  wrfdsmitb  riffht ;  ubeerying, 
thai  **  when  people  hare  lived  a  great  dnl 
together,  they  haow  what  each  of  them  will 
nj  oa  crerr  nabieet.  A  new  vndentanding, 
therefore,  if  oenrable ;  becanee,  thoii|^  it  may 
oalj  furnieh  the  lanie  aense  unon  a  qneetioo 
which  would  bare  been  Inmiilied  by  thoae 
with  wiiom  we  are  aceostomed  to  lire,  yet  thia 
lente  will  have  a  different  oolonrin^;  and 
cohMiring  ia  of  mneh  eftet  in  every  thmg  dae 
If  wdl  aa  m  painting.** 

Johnaon  need  to  aay  that  he  made  it  a  con- 
itant  rule  to  talk  aa  well  aa  he  conld,  both  aa 
tOBentiment  and  expreaaion ;  by  which  meana, 
what  had  been  originally  ellbrt  became  familiar 
and  eaay.  The  oonaequenoe  of  tiiia,  Sir  Joahna 
ohaerr^  waa,  that  hia  rornmnn  eonveraatian 
IB  all  oompaniea  waa  each  aa  to  aecore  him 
uniTcnal  attention,  aa  aomething  above  the 
ttsoal  ooDoqoial  atvle  waa  expected. 

Yet,  though  Jonnaon  had  thb  habit  in  eom- 
paat,  when  another  mode  waa  neoeaaary,  in 
order  to  inveatigate  tnith,  he  eould  deaoend 
to  a  lampi^  intelligible  to  the  meanest  ei^ia- 
citj.  An  matanoe  of  thb  waa  witnesaed  by 
Sir  Joahna  Beynolda,  when  th^  were  preaent 
at  aa  examination  of  a  little  budqpoard  boy, 
b^  Mr.  Sanndera  Welch,  the  kte  Weataamater 
jottjoe.  Weldi,  who  imagined  that  he  waa 
eultiDg  himaelf  in  Dr,  Johnaon'a  eyea  by  naing 
big  wo^  apoke  in  a  manner  that  waa  utterly 
uaintellisible  to  the  boy ;  Dr.  Johnaon  per- 
cttring  It,  addreaaed  himaelf  to  the  boy,  and 
<  ioitfed  the  poopooa  phraaecdogy  into  ooNo- 
*{iuai  lantnage.  Sir  JToahoa  Reynolda,  who 
w«  aiach  amoaed  by  this  proceeding,  which 
•ctmed  a  kind  of  reverng  of  what  might  have 
^'n  expected  from  the  two  men,  took  notice 
of  it  u>  br.  Johnaon,  aa  they  walked  away  by 
tj^Kuelvea.  Johnaon  aaid,  that  it  waa  con- 
tiaaaU*  the  eaae;  and  that  he  was  alwaya 
obliged  to  frwaalala  the  justioe*s  swdling  diction 


'  TfM>  JaatOMC  of  tblt  mnariL  It  eonflmcd  by  th«  follovlaf 
*tn-  far  which  1  MB  lodcbMd  to  Lord  Klloc :  >  A  coiMtry 
Pfw"!*  *1m  «m  raiMrkaMo  for  qnottof  icrapt  of  Lalm  la 
Mi  trmmut,  iMvliif  dM,  ooo  of  kU  Mrlttaloiwn  wm  aifcod 
hM  te  Ukod  Us  MCcaMor;  •«  Ho  to  avory  good  nrMchor.'* 
•«  hk  ■Mwcr,  **tal  ■•  £^*Mr.**~  Boamwu^  Thb  ttory 
«  «  aid  «M.  Thto  "vwyjood  pmetaor**  waa.  aaft  Mr. 
r>»tmmn,  iho  oalahratad  Dr.  Edward  Poaeck,  who  had  a 
attacal  ChUdrr.nar  Oii«»rd.  Om  of  hto  Oxford  Mooda. 
M  be  tf«v«ll«d  OirwMh  CtelldrT.  hMulrloc.  for  hto  dlvontao. 
f  MotpMpio»whowaatholr  aMdor  y  and  how  di«7  llkod 
Mai  >  fmixd  from  than  tMa  aaawar :  **  Our  aamon  to  om 
Mr  roaoek,  a  plala,  hoM«  naai  bvl,  aMilcr/'  lald  UMy, 
'b*  U  aa  r  naiM.*'~flaaara'a  LUlr,  mcC.  111.  Bdwaid 
^««kdlad  IM.  flC art  onl^,  p. aaa.— Caosn. 

>  Thto  •roaat  md  Mrcaitie  rMort  asar  ant  oaapUf  ho 


•MpMd  whh  Mr  Hoary  Wotloa**  lidahriad  anfwtr  to  a 
f^  la  fair, whoaafcod  htaa,  **  Wh«f«  waa  yoar  rrltften  to 
«•  '(Hand  bafaro  Luthor  ?  **  **  My  rehgwo  was  to  ho  foond 
<Mo  ohara  yoart  to  not  to  ha  ibaod  bow,  la  tha  wrlttaa  word 


(aaailing),  ao  as  that  his  meaning  mi|^  be 
understood  by  the  vulgar,  from  whoan  infbr^ 
matiott  waa  to  be  obtained. 

Sur  Joahun  onee  observed  to  hinv  that  he 
had  talked  above  the  capacity  of  aome  people 
with  whom  they  had  been  in  company  together. 
*«No  matter.  Sir,**  aaid  Johnaon ;  "^  they  eon- 
aider  it  aa  a  cosaptiment  to  be  tafted  to  aa  if 
they  were  wiaer  than  thenr  are.  So  true  ia 
thia,  Sir,  that  Baxter  nuHle  it  a  rule  in  every 
aermon  that  he  preached  to  aay  aomething  that 
waa  above  the  capacity  of  hia  andienee.**  • 

J<rfra8on*a  dexterity  in  retort,  when  he 
seemed  to  be  driven  to  sn  extremity  by  his 
adveraary,  was  very  remaritable.  Of  his  power, 
in  thb  reroect,  our  eommon  friend,  Mr.  Wind- 
ham, of  Norfolk,  haa  been  pleaaed  to  ftimish 
me  with  an  easunent  instance.  However  un- 
favourable to  Scotland,  he  unifbrmly  cave 
Uberal  praise  to  George  Buchanan,  as  a  writer. 
In  a  conversation  ooncerninr  the  literary 
merits  of  the  two  oountries,  in  which  Buchanan 
was  introdneed,  a  Sootdiman,  imagining  that 
on  this  ground  he  should  have  an  undoubted 
triumph  over  him,  exclaimed,  **  Ah,  Dr.  John- 
son, what  would  you  have  said  of  Buchanan 
had  he  been  an  Englishman  ?**  «*  WJiy,  Sir,** 
said  Johnaon,  after  a  Kttle  pause,  **  lahould  110^ 
have  aaid  of  Buchanan,  had  he  been  an  En- 
^iidbnon,  what  I  will  now  aay  of  him  as  Seoiek- 
aiaii,^-that  he  was  the  only  man  of  genius  his 
country  ever  produced.**  * 

And  this  brings  to  my  recollection  another 
instance  of  the  same  nature.  I  once  reminded 
him  that  when  Dr.  Adam  Smith  was  expati- 
ating on  the  beauty  of  Glasffow,  he  had  cut  him 
short  by  saying,  **Pray,  Sir,  have  you  ever 
seen  Brantford?**  and  I  took  the  liberty  to 
add,  *'  My  dear  Sir,  aurelj  that  was  «Aoeihj^.** 
"  Why  then.  Sir,**  he  replied,  ^  too  have  never 
seen  Brentford.**  * 

Though  hii  uaual  phrase  for  conversation 
waa  iaik,  yet  he  made  a  distinction ;  lor  when 
he  once  told  me  that  he  dined  the  day  before 
at  a  friend*a  houae,  with  **  a  very  pretty  com- 
pany ;**  and  I  aaked  him  if  there  was  good 
conversation,  he  answered,  ^  Ko,  Sir ;  we  had 
ftiA  enough,  but  no  eanvertoHon ;  there  was 
nothing  memnedJ* 

Talking  of  the  suooeaa  of  the  Scotch  in  Lon- 


of  Cod.**  Bat  Johnaon*!  admlrablo  raply  baa  a  d 


•*a«. 


nSwo  havo  tho  foUowtaf  mora  witty 
I  aoaitloa :  **  Whorr  was  Awetka  aa 
vnamof  Bal Archhiihop Bma^hairt 
**VVhara 


— aaa 

totho 


la  Sokka'a  TaUt 
Ida  to  thto 
orita'««  , 
m  to  Mill  hattor.  **  Wbrra  to  to 
dMw  to  to  woadad  and  aftar  tt  to  w« 
Saa  dM  Jofoanr  Taylar't  Work*,  s.  lSS.-.lCAnBLA»A. 
Thoratoaaathar  Boro  hooioly,h«l«vaaamoiaat :  **  Whera 
waa  your  tea  halbro  to  wai  wMhad  ?"^  Caoua,  ISdr. 

*  Wban  hto  frtand  Mr.  Sirabao.  a  oatire  of  Scotlaad.  at  hto 
rrtom  from  tha  Hobrlde*  asked  bfan,  with  a  Srm  iooa  of 
voica,  what  ha  thought  of  hto  eountrjr  ?  **  That  it  to  a  vrry 
vile  country  to  ha  sura.  Sir  /'  racuroMl  for  amwar  Dr.  John- 
son. **  WeU,  Sir !  **  raplliv  tha  othor.  somoobat  mottlflad, 
••  Ood  mado  k.**  "  Cattatnty  ha  did,**  aoswars  Dr.  Jahosoa 
aanln  2  "  but  wo  moat  always  ramamhar  that  ho  asado  k  for 
Scotchmaa,  and  ^  comparfwms  ara  odious,  Mr.  Stnhaa— 
hut  God  mado  bcU.**    /wm/..-Cj 
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don,  he  imputed  it  in  a  considerable  degree  to 
their  spirit  of  nationality.  **  You  know,  Sir," 
said  he,  '*  that  no  Scotchman  publishes  a  boolE, 
or  has  a  play  brought  upon  the  stage,  but 
there  are  nve  hundred  people  ready  to  applaud 
him.- 

He  eaTe  much  praise  to  his  fHend  Dr. 
Bum^s  elegant  ana  entertaining  TntTcls,  and 
told  Mr.  Seward  that  he  had  them  in  his  eye 
when  writing  his  **  Journey  to  the  Western 
Islands  of  Scotland.** 

Such  was  his  sensibility,  and  so  much  was 
he  affected  by  pathetic  poetry,  that,  when  he 
was  reading  Dr.  Beattie*s  "•  Hermit,"  in  my 
presence,  it  brought  tears  into  his  eyes. ' 

He  disapproved  much  of  mingling  real  facts 
with  fiction.  On  this  account  he  censured  a 
book  entided  ^  Loye  and  Madness.** ' 

Mr.  Hoole  told  him  he  was  bom  in  Moor- 
fields,  and  had  received  part  of  his  early  in- 
struction in  Grub  Street.  ^  Sir,**  said  Johnson, 
smiling,  '*  you  have  been  reguUtrly  educated.** 
Having  asked  who  was  his  instructor,  and  Mr. 
Hoole  having  answered,  "  My  unde,  Sir,  who 
was  a  tailor;**  Johnson,  recollecting  himself, 
said,  **  Sir,  I  knew  him :  we  called  him  the 
metaphjfsical  tailor.  He  was  of  a  dub  in  Old 
Street,  with  me  and  George  Psalmanazar,  and 
some  others:  but  pray.  Sir,  was  he  a  good 
tailor  ?**  Mr.  Hoole  having  answered  that  he 
believed  he  was  too  mathematical,  and  used  to 
draw  squares  and  triangles  on  his  shopboard, 
so  that  he  did  not  excel  m  the  cut  of  a  coat. — 
"  I  am  sorry  for  it,**  said  Johnson,  "  for  I  would 
have  every  man  to  be  master  of  his  own 
business.** 

In  pleasant  reference  to  himself  and  Mr. 
Hoole,  as  brother  authors,  he  often  said,  **Let 
you  and  I,  Sir,  go  together,  and  eat  a  beef- 
steak in  Grub  Street** 

Sir  William  Chambers,  that  great  architect, 
whose  works  show  a  sublimity  of  genius  ^  and 
who  is  esteemed  by  all  who  icnow  him,  for  his 
sodal,  hospitable,  and  generous  qualides,  sub- 
mitted the  manuscript  of  his  "•  Chinese  Archi- 
tecture '*  to  Dr.  Johiison*s  nerusal.  Johnson  was 
much  pleased  with  it,  and  said,  ^  It  wants  no 
addition  nor  correction,  but  a  few  lines  of  in- 
troduction ;**  which  he  furnished,  and  Sir  Wil- 
liam adopted.  ^ 

He  said  to  Sir  William  Scott,  '« The  age  is 


e  puticuUr  pMttg*  whkh  •xdtcd  thltttroof  cmoCloD 
I  have  heard  tnm  ay  bth«r,  the  third  ftansa,  *•  *Tlt 


>  The 
WM,  aa  I  have  heard  fhim  ay 
Difhi,'*  Ac.  —  J.  BofWKU.,  Im.    The/b«r<*.  —  Mabblamo. 

*  A  kind  of  norel  founded  on  the  •tory  of  Mr.  Harkmaw 
and  MIm  Bay :  lee  p.  SM. — Cbokbb. 

*  I  do  not  recollect  any  work  of  Sir  WllUam  Chunbon 
that  can  be  tald  to  eahlMt^  rabllnity  of  trraliM.'*—  Caoftn. 

4  The  Hon.  Horace  Walpole.  now  Earl  of  Orford.  thus 
b«nr«  tcetlmooy  to  thU  gentlenian*t  merit  af  a  writer ;  **  Mr. 
Chambert't  *  Treatise  on  Clrll  Architecture '  U  the  moet 
•eoilble  book,  and  the  moet  exempt  from  pr^udket.  that 
aver  was  written  on  UmI  science.*'  —  Preface  to  Anecdotea  ^ 
Paimtimg  te  Ewlamd.    The  introductory  lines  are  these : 

**  It  is  diOlciiIt  to  avoid  pralsinc  too  little  or  too  much. 
The  botmdlitss  panegyrics  which  have  been  lavished  upon 
the  Chinese  leamlof ,  policv.  and  arts,  show  with  what  power 
novelty  attracts  regard,  and  how  naturally  esteem  swells  into 
admiration.  I  am  fsr  from  desiring  to  be  numbered  among 
the  eataggeralors  of  Chlneia  excoUeoea.    1  coosider  them  as 


running  mad  after  innovalioo;  and  sll  the 
business  of  the  world  is  to  be  done  in  a  wv 
way ;  men  are  to  be  hanged  in  a  new  vat  ; 
Tyburn  itself  is  not  safe  fi^  the  fury  of  iuM- 
vation.**  It  having  been  amied  that  this  vis 
an  improvement.  —  ^  No,  Sir,  said  he,  cagcriv. 
"  it  u  aof  an  improvement :  they  object,  that 
the  old  method  drew  together  a  number  of 
spectators.  Sir,  executions  are  intended  to 
oraw  spectators.  If  they  do  not  dnv  sn^r- 
tators,  they  don*t  answer  their  purpoae.  ihe 
old  method  was  roost  satisfactory  to  all  parties; 
the  public  was  grati6ed  bv  a  proceaaioo :  ti>^ 
crimmal^  was  supported  by  it.  Why  isaJ 
tins  to  be  swept  awayP**  I  oerieetly  agree 
with  Dr.  Johnson  upon  this  bead,  and  ub 
persuaded  that  executions  now,  the  soleoa 
procession  beine  discontinued,  have  not  oetHr 
the  effect  whi<m  thev  formerly  had.  Mk^.i- 
trates,  both  in  London  and  elaewhere,  hiTc. 
I  am  afraid,  in  this  had  too  mnch  regard  to 
their  own  ease. 

Of  Dr.  Hurd,  Bishop  of  Worcester,  Johm 
said  to  a  friend, — **  Hurd,  Sir,  is  one  of  a  Mt 
of  men  who  account  for  eveij  thii^  sjih^s 
tically ;  for  instance,  it  has  been  m  ^hioa  ie 
wear  scarlet  breeches;  these  men  woaUi&l 
you,  that  according  to  causes  and  cffsca,  tc 
other  wear  could  at  that  time  have  bers 
chosen.**  He,  however,  said  of  him  at  aojocher 
time  to  the  same  gentleman,  **  Hard,  Sir. « 
a  man  whose  aoquamtanoe  is  a  T^oable  aajur 
sidon.** 

That  learned  and  ingenioua  prdate,  b  v 
well  known,  published,  at  one  period  of  ^  j 
life,  «•  Moral  and  Political  Di^ogoea,*  wiU  * 
wofttllr  Whiggish  cast  Afterwards,  hk  knl- 
ship^  naving  thou^t  better,  came  to  see  ka 
error,  and  republished  the  work  with  a  »?• 
constitutional  spirit  Johnaoo,  however.  «« 
unwilling  to  allow  him  full  credit  tot  hn  ;«^- 
tical  conversion.  I  remember  when  hm  Vr4- 
ship  declined  the  honour  of  benv  flrchha^^ 
of  Canterbury,  Johnson  said,  *^  I  saa  gUi  d* 
did^  not  go  to  Lambeth ;  ibr,  after  aQ,  I  fa; 
he  is  a  Whig  in  his  heart** 

Johnson*s  attention  to  preciaiott  sad  Sot- 
ness  in  expresrion  was  very  refluvkablcL  U.- 
disMiproved  of  a  parenthesis ;  and  I  belar*^.  r. 
all  nis  voluminous  writincs,  not  half  a  i.x'* 
of  them  will  be  found.    He 


gmL  or  vise,  ool  j  in  < 

rooM  tiMiB ;  and  Bare 

pedtfam  either  vllh  the 

part  of  tho  world ;  yat  thcf 

Dotiee  as  a  distlDct  and  very  stanlar  ram  af 

Inhahitaats  at  a  nalaa  dMdad  hv  to  ^tm 

drlllsed  eoontrles.  who  hare  fatJ  th^  — 


inrented  their  own  aita, 

^BOBWIIA. 

*  WhateooM 

was  MM 

hlMtloa 


,  SDd  Is  not  this 
proBensltles  Hvy  os 
lohiisoii*s  oploloiift?«- 
hunt  was  on  the  7th  Nnisahsi.  I7SL 
Mewfate on  Iha  Sth aClht fsllMri^ 

RtMOBAM. 


ly  the  Ihnnhn 


I 


^r  VI.*- 
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phrases  (he  former  and  (he  latter^  having  ob- 
»;rvc<l,  that  they  often  occasioned  obscuritj ; 
he  therefore  contrived  to  construct  his  sen« 
tences  so  as  not  to  have  occasion  for  them,  and 
would  even  rather  repeat  the  aame  words,  in 
order  to  avoid  them.  Nothing  is  more  com- 
mon than  to  mistake  surnames,  when  we  hear 
them  carelessly  uttered  for  the  first  time.  To 
prevent  this,  ne  used  not  only  to  pronounce 
them  slowly  and  distinctly,  but  to  take  the 
trouble  of  spelling  them;  a  practice  which 
I  have  often  followed,  and  which  I  wish  were 
general. 

Such  was  the  heat  and  irritability  of  hb 
blrxxl,  that  not  only  did  he  pare  his  nails  to 
the  quick,  but  scraped  the  joints  of  his  fingers 
with  a  penknife,  till  they  seemed  quite  red 
and  raw.  * 

The  heterogeneous  composition  of  human 
nature  was  remarkably  exemplified  in  Johnson. 
His  liberality  in  giving  his  money  to  persons 
in  distress  was  extraordinary.  Yet  there 
Inrked  about  him  a  propensity  to  paltry  saving. 
One  day  I  owned  to  nim,  that  **I  was  occa- 
sionally troubled  with  a  fit  of  narrowneu^ 
"  Wliy,  Su-,**  said  he, ''  so  am  I.  But  I  do  not 
tell  it.**  He  has  now  and  then  borrowed  a 
shilling  of  me  ;  and  when  I  asked  him  for  it 
again,  seemed  to  be  rather  out  of  humour. 
A  droll  little  circumstance  once  oceorred ;  as 
if  he  meant  to  reprimand  my  minute  exactness 
u  a  creditor,  he  thus  addr^sed  me; — **  Bos- 
well,  lend  me  aixpenoe  —  not  to  be  repaid,^  ^ 

This  great  man's  attention  to  snull  thinj;8 
was  very  remarkable.  As  an  instance  of  it, 
he  one  day  said  to  me,  **  Sir,  when  you  set 
filver  in  change  for  a  guinea,  look  carefiuly 
At  it:  you  maj  find  some  curious  piece  of 
coin." 

Though  a  stem  true-born  EngUthmany  and 
fally  picjudlced  against  all  other  nations,  he 
^1  (liscemment  enough  to  see,  and  candour 
enough  to  censure,  the  cold  reserve  too  com- 
nirm  among  Englishmen  towards  strangers: 
**  Sir,*"  said  he,  ^  two  men  of  any  other  nation 
who  are  shown  into  a  room  together,  at  a  house 
wbtTc  they  are  both  visitors,  will  immediately 
find  ^me  conversation.  But  two  Englishmen 
will  probably  go  each  to  a  different  window, 
M  remain  in  obstinate  silence.  Sir,  we  as 
)^x  do  not  enough  understand  the  common 
n^htfl  of  humanity.** 

Johnson  was  at  a  certdn  period  of  his  life  a 
J -Hi  deal  with  the  Earl  of  Shelbume,  now 
^(..rqtiis  of  Lansdown*,  as  he  doubtless  could 
::  it  but  have  a  due  value  for  that  nobleman's 
a^'i^ityof  mind,  and  uncommon  acquisitions 


■  I  kDnw  DOC  why  h«at  and  IrrlUbUlty  of  tlood  ihoaU 
L-  »  man  iMtr*  htt  n«il«  too  cios^ —  Cbokkb. 

'  I  lA-.o'K  Uiaover  when  thl»  Intcrcoiirw  coiild  bttrt  bap« 
'  nl;  ttor  can  1  eTcn  gticst.  In  I7GA.  wbi-n  JohoMO 
*«'**vi/  in  polittCM  trttk  HttmtUan"  (amii.p.  IG*.)  Lord 
*'-'■  tn  vat  twt  90 ;  nor  can  I  ditvover  lliat  hU  I«nrd«hip 
^•<^  >  .  tiHinrxloQ  Kilth  Hamilton.  See  amti,  pp.  AOfr.  n.  S, 
'•^  n  \  an<l  p.  71ft.  n.  S.  —  CtoK  n. 

•  JottAMtt  Uelas  aaked  hla  Oftiaioaof  tbia  Eaiay,  aotwervd. 


of  important  knowledge,  however  much  he 
might  disapprove  of  oUier  parts  of  his  lord- 
ship*s  character,  which  were  widely  different 
from  his  own. 

Maurice  Morgann,  Esq.,  author  of  the  very 
ingenious  *' Essay  on  the  Character  of  Falstaff^, 
bemg  a  particular  friend  of  his  lordship,  had 
once  an  opportunity  of  entertaining  Johnson 
a  day  or  two  at  Wycombe,  when  its  lord  was 
absent,  and  by  him  I  have  been  favoured  with 
two  anecdotes. 

One  is  not  a  little  to  the  credit  of  Johnson's 
candour.  Mr.  Moipmn  and  he  had  a  dispute 
pretty  late  at  m'gh^  in  which  Jolmson  would 
not  give  up,  though  he  had  the  wrong  side ; 
and,  in  short,  boUi  kept  the  field.  Next 
morning,  when  they  met  in  the  breakfasting- 
rooni.  Dr.  Johnson  accosted  Mr.  MorfipBnn  thus : 
'*  Sir,  I  have  been  thinking  on  our  dispute  last 
nidbt ;  —  You  were  in  the  right^ 

The  other  was  as  follows :  Johnson,  for  sport 
perhaps,  or  firom  the  spirit  of  contradiction, 
eagerly  maintained  that  Derrick  had  merit 
as  a  writer.  Mr.  Morgann  arsued  with  him 
durectly,  in  vain.  At  length  he  nad  recourse  to 
this  device.  '*Pray,  Sir,**  said  he,  **  whether 
do  you  reckon  Derrick  or  Smart  ^  the  best 
poet  P  **  Johnson  at  once  felt  himself  roused ; 
and  answered,  "  Sir,  there  is  no  settling  the 
point  of  precedency  between  a  louse  and  a 
flea.** 

Once,  when  checking  my  boasting  too 
frequently  of  myself  in  company,  he  said  to 
me,  "  Boswell,  you  often  vaunt  so  much  as  to 
provoke  ridicule.  You  put  me  in  mind  of  a 
man  who  was  standing  in  the  kitchen  of  an  inn 
with  his  back  to  the  m«,  and  thus  accosted  the 
person  next  him.  *  Do  you  know.  Sir,  who  I 
amp*  ^No,  Sir,*  said  the  other,  *I  have  not 
that  advantage.*  *Sir,*  said  he,  'I  am  the 
great  Twalmley,  who  invented  the  New  Flood- 
gate Iron.***  A  The  Bishop  of  Killaloe,  on  my 
repeating  the  story  to  him,  defended  Twalmley, 
by  observing  that  he  was  entitled  to  the  epithet 
of  great ;  for  Viml  in  his  group  of  worthies 
in  the  Elysian  fields — 

Hie  manus  ob  patriampugnando  vulnera  paitt,  &e. 

[**  Here  patriots  live,  who,  for  their  country's  ffood. 
In  fighting  fields  were  prodigal  of  blood.**] 

Drfden, 

mentions 

Invenlasaut  qui  vitam  eieoluere  per  artes. 

[**  And  icarehing  wits,  of  mere  roecbauie  parts. 
Who  gTMe  their  age  with  new  invented  arts.**] 

He  was  pleased  to  say  to  me  one  morning 


**  Why,  Sir.  wr  tball  bare  tb«  mas  taum  fltrtb  asaln  \  and  ■• 
ha  haa  proved  FaltUff  to  be  no  coward,  he  najr  prora  lago  to 
be  a  rery  fond  character.*'  .CaoKaa. 

4  It  ha«  been  aitertcd  (Boropean  Mag..  Sept.  I7M.  p.  ISO) 
that  the  abnve  compeHion  wat  made  bKwe^n  Derrick  and 
Bojftf,  and  (il  it  be  at  ail  true)  this  it  more  liheljr.  — CnoKaa. 

*  What  the  fretu  Twalmley  was  to  proud  of  havinf  In* 
▼entrd  was  neitlier  more  nor  left*  tiiao  a  klad  of  b<»*lroa  for 
•noothiog  Uneo.— Boewiu. 
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when  we  were  left  alone  in  his  studr,  ^  Bos- 
well,  I  think  I  am  easier  with  jou  tiuui  with 
almost  anj  body.** 

He  would  not  allow  Mr.  David  Hume  anj 
credit  for  his  political  principlea,  though  similar 
to  his  own;  sajing  of  him,  '^Sir,  ne  was  a 
Tonr  by  chance.** 

His  acute  observation  of  human  life  nuule 
him  remark,  ^  Sir,  there  is  nothing  by  which  a 
man  exasperates  most  people  more  than  b j 
displaying  a  superior  ability  of  brilliancy  in 
conversation.  They  seem  pleased  at  the  tune; 
but  their  envy  makes  them  curse  him  at  their 
hearts.** » 

My  readers  will  probably  be  surprised  to 
hear  that  the  great  Dr.  Johnson  could  amuse 
himself  with  so  slight  and  playful  a  species  of 
composition  as  a  Morade.  I  have  recovered 
one  which  he  made  on  Dr.  Barnard,  now  Lord 
Bishop  of  Killaloe ;  who  has  been  pleased  for 
many  years  to  treat  me  with  so  much  intimacy 
and  social  ease,  that  I  may  presume  to  call  him 
not  only  my  right  reverend,  but  my  very  dear 
friend.  I  therefore  with  peculiar  pleasure 
give  to  the  world  a  just  ana  elegant  compli- 
ment thus  paid  to  his  lordship  by  Johnson. 

CHARADE. 

**  My  Jir$i  shuts  out  thieves  firom  your  house  or 
your  room, 
My  tecond  expresses  a  Syrian  perfume. 
My  whole  is  a  roan  in  whose  converse  is  shared 
The  strength  of  a  Bar  and   the  sweetness  of 
Nard.** » 

Johnson  asked  Richard  Owen  Cambridge, 
Esq.  if  he  had  read  the  Spanish  translation  of 
Sallust,  said  to  be  written  by  a  prince  of  Spain, 
with  the  assistance  of  his  tutor,  who  is  pro* 
fessedly  the  author  of  a  treatise  annexed,  on 
the  Phoenician  language. 

Mr.  Cambridge  commended  the  work,  par- 
ticularly as  he  thought  the  translator  under- 
stood his  author  better  than  is  commonly  the 
case  with  translators ;  but  said  he  was  msap- 
pointed  in  the  purpose  for  which  he  borrowed 
the  book ;  to  see  whether  a  Spaniard  could  be 
better  furnished  with  inscriptions  from  monu- 
ments, coins,  or  other  antiquities,  which  he 
might  more  probably  find  on  a  coast  so  imme- 
diately opposite  to  Carthage,  than  the  an- 
tiquaries of  any  other  countries.  JoHnsoir. 
'*  1  am  very  sorry  you  were  not  gratified  in 
your  expectations.**  Cambridgb.  *^The  lan- 
guage would  have  been  of  little  use,  as  there 
IS  no  history  existing  in  that  tonffue  to  balance 
the  partial  accounts  which  the  Roman  writers 
have  left  us.**    Johbsoh.    **No,Sir.     They 


*  Tbii  may  be  doubted.  JohBMmbtaiselfwss«Mwehave 
■sen,  MmflClmcfl  aoTloat  of  the  brilllaDcy  of  hit  fHeodt ;  but. 
In  ffeoeral.  lurelf  penons  of  a  biilliaot  eooTcrsatioo  (If  it  be 
not  isrcastlc)  are  popular.  ^Caoaaa. 

>  Ai  Mr.  Boswall  does  not  esprouly  itate  hit  authority  for 
attributing  this  charade  to  Dr.  Johotoo,  I  take  the  liberty  of 
doubting  ft.  Johnton  was  by  no  meant  fond  of  Dr.  Barnard, 
nor  m*as  he  likely  to  havs  flattered  any  one  In  thlt  ooarte 
way  ;  and  the  Tenet  themtelret  are  totally  unlike  bit  ttyle 


have  not  been  partial,  they  have  told  tbdr 
own  story  without  shame  or  r^ard  to  eani. 
table  treatment  of  their  injured  enemy ;  uey 
had  no  compunction,  no  raeling  for  a  Caitlis- 
ginian.  Wny,  Sir,  they  woum  never  We 
borne  yii^il*s  description  of  £neas*8  trestment 
of  Dido,  if  she  had  not  been  a  Carthseimu." 

I  gnUefully  acknowledge  this  and  other 
communications  from  Mr.  Cambridge,  vhosi, 
if  a  beautiful  villa  on  the  banks  of  tM  Thames 
a  few  miles  distant  firom  London,  a  numerous 
and  excellent  library,  which  he  socorateiT 
knows  and  reads,  a  choice  collection  of  pictvca, 
which  he  understands  and  relishes,  an  et^j 
fortune,  an  amiable  family,  an  eztensiTe  cin4 
of  friends  and  acquaintance,  distioguiskd  by 
rank,  ftahion,  and  genius,  a  literary  hat, 
various,  el^ant,  and  still  increasing,  ooUoouul 
talents  rarely  to  be  found,  and,  wiUi  all  wst 
means  of  h^piness,  enjoying,  when  weO  ad- 
vanced in  years,  health  and  vigour  of  bodr, 
serenity  and  animation  of  mind,  do  not  entitk 
to  be  flyddressed/ortenots  saiex  /  I  know  not  lo 
whon^  in  any  ase,  that  expression  could  vitii 
propriety  have  been  used.  Long  may  he  lire 
to  hear  and  to  feel  it !  ^ 

Jokn8on*s  love  of  little  children,  whidi  he 
discovered  upon  all  occasions,  caUing  thm 
^*  pretty  dears,**  and  giving  them  sweetmeto. 
was  an  undoubted  proof  of  the  real  humaoitj 
and  ^ntleness  of  hia  disposition. 

His  uncommon  kindness  to  his  serrsnta^  ifid 
serious  concern,  not  only  for  their  comfort  id 
this  world,  but  their  happiness  in  the  next, 
was  another  unquestionable  evidence  of  whit 
all,  who  were  intmutelj  acqusinted  with  hio. 
knew  to  be  true. 

Nor  would  it  be  just,  under  this  bead  to 
omit  the  fondness  which  he  showed  for  m^ 
which  he  had  taken  under  his  protection.  I 
never  shall  fbq^t  the  indulgence  with  vhieh 
he  treated  Hodge,  hia  cat;  for  whom  he 
himself  used  to  ^  out  and  buy  oysters.  Ir< 
the  servants,  having  that  trouble,  should  taite  i 
dislike  to  the  poor  creature.  I  am,  uolockilj. 
one  of  those  who  have  an  antipathy  to  a  ol 
so  that  I  am  uneasy  when  in  the  room  with 
one ;  and  I  own  I  frequently  suffered  a  goi«i 
deal  from  the  presence  of  this  same  Hodge.  I 
recollect  him  one  day  scrambliag  op  1^^- 
Johnson's  breast,  apparently  with  much  satv- 
faction,  while  my  friend,  smiling  and  half- 
whistlinff,  rubbed  down  his  back,  sod  poUeJ 
him  by  ue  tail ;  and  when  I  obserred  lie  «u 
a  fine  cat,  saying,  ^  Why,  yes,  Sn*,  but  I  hire 
had  cats  whom  I  liked  better  than  dus;**  >fi^ 
then,  aa  if  perceiving  Ho(%e  to  beoutof  eoMC- 


and  rhythm.    If  bedid  condetcand  to  Uiit  triflfaif. ^ 

if  reparai 
detaited. 


I  thinli,  hare  been  a  kind  of  reparation  kg  Ut  nidt  tahf'f' 


to  Or.  Bannund  belbi«  detaikd.  mtk,  p.  flK.-CM«u> 

IM^-  „^ 

>  Mr.  Canbrldce  eojoyed  all  the  Uctriogt  hot  «2^*^ 
for  many  Teart  after  thlt  nattafe  ^t»  vHttn.  m  wm  -^ 
hit  teat,  near  Twickenham.  Scfrt.  17.  INtlia  MiMflrtr"'^ 
Ttiar —  Malonk.  HU  rilU  vat  the  lartf>  hoMc  oe&i  f^^ 
Richmond  Bridge,  on  the  Middlatcs  ti4e.->Caau«.  i^ 
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tenauce,  adding,  ^  But  he  is  a  very  fine  eat,  a 
-very  fine  cat  indeed.** 

Thifl  reminds  pe  of  the  ludicrous  account 
which  he  gaye  Mr.  Langton  of  the  despicable 
state  of  a  joung  flentleman  of  sood  familj. 
*^  Sir,  when  I  h^d  of  him  last,  he  was  run- 
ning about  town  shooting  cats."  And  then,  in 
a  sort  of  kindW  reverie,  he  bethought  himself 
of  hb  own  farourite  cat,  and  said,  ''But 
Hodge  shan't  be  shot ;  no,  no,  Hodge  shall  not 
be  shot.** 

He  thought  Mr.  Beauclerk  made  a  shrewd 
and  judiaous  remark  to  Mr.  Langton,  who, 
after  having  been  for  the  first  time  in  com- 
pany with  a  well-known  wit  about  town, 
was  warmly  admiring  and  prusing  him,  — 
'*  See  him  again,**  said  Beauclerk. 

His  respect  for  the  hierarchy,  and  par- 
ticularly the  dignitaries  of  the  church,  has 
been  more  than  once  exhibited  in  the  course 
of  this  work.  Mr.  Seward  saw  him  presented 
to  the  Archbishop  of  York',  and  described  his 
bow  to  an  Abchbishop  as  such  a  studied  ela- 
boration of  homage,  such  an  extension  of  limb, 
such  a  flexion  of  body,  as  have  seldom  or  ever 
been  equalled. 

I  cannot  help  mentioning  with  much  regret, 
that  by  my  own  negligence  I  lost  an  oppor- 
tunity of  having  the  history  of  m^  family  nrom 
its  founder,  Thomas  Boswell,  m  15<V1,  re- 
corded and  illustrated  by  Johnson*s  pen.  Such 
was  his  goodness  to  me,  that  when  I  presumed 
to  solicit  him  fbr  so  great  a  favour,  he  was 
pleased  to  sav,  '^  Let  me  have  all  the  materials 
yon  can  cowsct,  and  I  will  do  it  both  in 
Latin  and  EngKsh ;  then  let  it  be  printed,  and 
copies  of  it  be  deposited  in  various  places  for 
security  and  preservation.**  I  can  now  only 
do  the  best  I  can  to  make  up  for  this  loss, 
keeping  my  ^reat  master  steadily  in  view. 
Family  histones,  like  the  imagines  mcgorum 
of  the  ancients,  excite  to  virtue ;  and  I  wish 
that  they  who  really  have  blood,  would  be 
more  cai^fbl  to  trace  and  ascertain  its  course. 
Some  have  affected  to  lau^h  at  the  history  of 
the  house  of  Yvery*;  it  would  be  well  if 
many  others  would  transmit  tiieir  pedigrees  to 
posterity,  with  the  same  accuracy  and  gene- 
rous zeal  with  which  the  noble  lord  who 
compiled  that  work  has  honoured  and  perpe- 
tuated his  ancestry. 

On  Thursday,  April  10.,  I  introduced  to  him, 
at  his  house  m  Bolt  Court,  the  Honourable 
and  Reverend  William  Stuart  ^  son  of  the 
Earl   of  Bute ;  a  gentleman  truly  worthy  <^ 

*  The  only  two  Archbishop!  of  York  dorloc  Seward's 
acquaintance  with  Johnson  were  Drummond  and  Markbam. 
I  think  the  profound  bow  must  hare  been  to  Dnimniond, 
who  died  in  1776.  _  CftOKKB,  1847. 

>  [A  stranfe,  and  1  think,  tn  a  great  measure,  fkbulous 
genealogy  of  the  Perenal  fiunily],  written  by  John,  Karl  of 
Eomoot,  and  printed  (but  not  published)  in  I74S.  -.  M aiamb. 

3  At  that  time  vicar  of  Luton,  in  Bedfoidshire,  where  he 
liv^  for  some  years,  and  ftilly  merited  the  character  giren 
of  him  in  tlw  text ;  he  was  afterwards  Lord  Archbl«hop  of 
Armai^h,  and  Primate  of  Ireland.  —  Malonb.  And  died  Hay, 
ia92,  in  a  very  strange  way,  having,  through  the  blunder  or  a 
»er««nc  had  poison,  by  mistake  for  medicine,  administered 
to  him  by  the  hand  of  bis  lady.  —  Caoun. 


being  known  to  Johnson ;  being,  with  all  the 
advantages  of  high  birth,  learning,  travel,  and 
el^ant  manners,  an  exemplary  parish  priest  in 
every  respect. 

After  some  compliments  on  both  sides,  the 
tour  which  Johnson  and  I  had  made  to  the 
Hebrides  was  mentioned*  JoHmoM.  ^  I  got 
an  acquisition  of  more  ideas  by  it  than  by  any 
thing  that  I  remember.  I  saw  cmite  a  different 
system  of  life.**  Boswbll.  ^^  xou  would  not 
like  to  make  the  same  journey  again  P" 
JoBRSOH.  ^  Why  no.  Sir ;  not  the  same  :  it 
is  a  tale  told.  Gravina,  an  Italian  eritic, 
observes,  that  every  man  desires  to  see  that 
of  which  he  has  read ;  but  no  man  desires 
to  read  an  aooount  of  what  he  has  seen: 
so  much  does  description  fall  ahort  of  re» 
tXxtw,  Description  only  excites  curiosity; 
seemg  satisfies  it  Other  people  may  go  and 
see  the  Hebrides.**  Boswaix.  ^*I  should 
wish  to  go  and  see  some  country  totally  dif- 
ferent fhwn  what  I  have  been  used  to ;  such  as 
Turkey,  where  religion  and  every  thing  else 
are  diflerent.**  Johnsoh.  ^Yes,  Sir:  there 
are  two  objects  of  curiosity, — the  Christian 
world  and  the  Mahometan  world.  All  the 
rest  may  be  considered  as  barbarous.**  Bos- 
wxLL.  "Pray,  Sir,  is  the  *  Turkish  Spy*  a 
eenuine  book  ?  *'  Johhboh.  ^  No,  Sir:  Mrs. 
Manley,  in  her  life,  says,  that  her  father  wrote 
the  fint  two  volumes :  and  in  another  book, 
*  Dunton*s  Life  and  Errors,*  ^  we  find  that  the 
rest  was  written  by  one  Sault,  at  two  guineas 
a  sheet,  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Midge- 
ley."* 

BoewsLL.  ^  This  has  been  a  very  factions 
reign,  owing  to  the  too  great  indulgence  of 
government.*  Johkson.  "/  think  so.  Sir. 
What  at  first  was  lenity,  grew  timidity.  Yet 
this  is  reasoning  dpotteriori,  and  may  not  be 
just.  Supposinjg  a  few  had  at  first  been 
punished,  I  believe  faction  would  have  been 
crushed ;  but  it  might  have  been  said,  that  it 
was  a  sanguinary  reign.  A  man  cannot  teU  a 
priori  what  will  be  best  for  government  to  do. 
This  reign  has  been  very  unfortunate.  We 
have  had  an  unsuccessful  war ;  but  that  does 
not  prove  that  we  have  been  ill  governed. 
One  side  or  other  must  prevail  in  war,  as  one 
or  other  must  win  at  play.  When  we  beat 
Louis,  we  were  not  letter  governed;  nor 
were  the  French  better  governed  when  Louis 
beat  us.'* 

On  Saturday,  April  12.,  I  visited  him,  in 
company  with   Mr.  Windham,    of  Norfolk. 

«  A  work  eontainint  maay  eopioas  bloiranhkal  memo- 
raada,  reprinted,  with  notei,  by  Mr.  Nidiols,  in  181S.  -. 

WaiOBT. 

»  **  The  Turkish  Spy  "waa  pretended  to  have  been  written 
original^  in  Arabic;  from  Arabic  translated  into  Italian, 
and  thence  into  BngUsh.  The  author  of  the  work,  which 
was  originally  written  in  Italian,  was  I.  P.  Marana.  a  Genoese, 
who  died  at  rarls  in  1693.  Dunton  says,  that  '*  Mr.  WiUHun 
Bradaka^  received  from  Dr.  Midgeley  forty  shillings  a  sheet 
for  writing  part  of  the 'Turkish  Spy;*  but  I  do  not  find 
thai  he  any  where  mentions  Sauk  as  engaged  in  that  work.'* 
^Maloni.  ilwArcy's  L^terM,  i.  28S.,  s«y  the  first  Tolume 
was  lay  the  Italian,  the  rest  tif  Bradshawe.  —  P.  CumuBO- 

BAM. 
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whom,  though  a  Whig,  he  highlj  valned.  One 
of  the  best  things  he  ever  said  was  to  tliis  gen- 
tleman ;  who,  before  he  set  out  for  Ireland  as 
secretary  to  Lord  Northington,  when  lord 
lieutenant,  expressed  to  the  sage  some  modest 
and  virtuous  doubts,  whether  he  could  bring 
himself  to  practise  those  arts  which  it  is  sup- 
posed s  person  in  that  situation  has  occasion 
to  employ.  '^  Don*t  be  afraid.  Sir,**  said  John- 
son, with  a  pleasant  smile;  **you  will  soon 
make  a  very  pretty  rascal** ' 

He  talked  to-day  a  good  deal  of  the  wonder- 
ful extent  and  variety  of  London,  and  ob- 
served, that  men  of  curious  inquiry  might  see 
in  it  such  modes  of  life  as  very  few  could  even 
imi^ne.  He  in  particular  recommended  to  us 
to  explore  Wapmng^  which  we  resolved  to  do.' 

A&.  Lowe,  the  paunter,  who  was  with  him, 
was  very  much  distressed  that  a  large  picture 
which  he  had  painted  was  refused  to  be 
received  into  the  Exhibition  of  the  Royal 
Academy.  Mrs.  Thrale  knew  Johnson*s  cha- 
racter so  superficially,  as  to  represent  him  as 
unwilling  to  do  small  acts  of  benevolence;  and 
mentions,  in  particular,  that  he  would  hardly 
take  the  trouole  to  write  a  letter  in  favour  of 
his  friends.  The  truth,  however,  is,  that  he 
was  remarkable,  in  an  extraordinary  d^ree, 
for  what  she  denies  to  him;  and,  above  al(  for 
this  very  sort  of  kindness,  writing  letters  for 
those  to  whom  his  solicitations  might  be  of 
service.  He  now  save  Mr.  Lowe  the  following, 
of  which  I  was  difigent  enough,  with  his  per- 
mission, to  take  copies  at  the  next  coffee-house, 
while  Mr.  Windham  was  so  good  as  to  stay  by 
me. 

JOHNSON  TO  RETNOLD& 

**  April  IS.  178S. 

**  Sift,  —  Mr.  Lowe  considers  himself  as  cut  off 
from  all  credit  and  all  hope  by  the  rejection  or  his 
picture  from  the  Exhibition.  Upon  this  work  he 
has  exhausted  all  his  powers,  and  suspended  all  his 
expectations :  and,  certainly,  to  be  refused  an  op- 
portunity of  taking  the  opinion  of  the  public,  is  in 
itself  a  very  great  hardship.  It  is  to  be  condemned 
without  a  trud. 

**  If  you  could  procure  the  revocation  of  this 
incapacitating  edict,  you  would  deliTer  an  unhappy 
man  from  great  affliction.  The  council  has  some- 
times reversed  its  own  determination ;  and  I  hope 
that,  by  your  interposition,  this  luckless  picture 
may  be  got  admitted.    I  am,  &c..  Sax.  Jornsok.** 


1  This  was  in  June,  1783,  and  I  ftixl  In  Mr.  WIndhamt 
priTate  diary  (which  It  leenu  this  conyanadon  induced  him 
U>  keep)  the  following  memoraada  of  Dr.  Johnson'f  advice :  — 

**  I  have  no  great  tlmiditj  in  my  own  disposition,  and  am  no 
encourairer  of  it  in  others.  Never  be  aflrald  to  think  your- 
self &t  for  any  thing  for  which  yoar  Mends  think  you  fit. 
You  will  become  an  aUe  megctiatar—»  9et$  pretty  rmseal. 
No  one  in  Ireland  wean  even  the  mask  of  inoomipUoai;  no 
one  professes  to  do  for  sixpence  what  he  can  get  a  shilling  for 
doing.  Set  sail,  and  see  where  the  winds  and  the  waves  will 
carry  yoa.  Everyday  will  improva  another.  Diet  diem 
doeet,  by  observing  at  night  where  you  bilcd  in  the  day, 
and  by  resolving  to  fail  so  no  more.** 

Mr.  Windham's  Diary  proves  what  I  believe  the  world 
never  suspected,  that  he  was  hypochondriacal  to  an  extra- 
ordinary degree :  in  fact,  at  times,  craay,  and  at  all  times 
liable  to  strange  turns  of  mind.  His  hypoiehondriaeal  sensa- 
tion he  used  to  call  the  Feelt  and  it  was  the  cause  of  his 


JOHNSON  TO  BARRY. 

"  April  11  in. 

■*  Sir,  —  Mr.  Lowc*h  etclusion  from  the  Exiifti. 
tion  gives  him  more  trouble  than  yoa  and  tbe  other 
gentlemen  of  the  council  could  ima^ne  or  intesi 
He  considers  disgrace  and  ruin  n  the  ioevUafalr 
consequence  of  your  determination. 

**  He  says,  that  some  pictures  have  been  iccdred 
afUr  rejection ;  and  if  there  be  any  such  precedent, 
I  earnestly  entreat  that  you  will  use  your  mterot 
in  his  Osvour.  Of  his  work  I  can  say  nothing;  I 
pretend  not  to  judge  of  painting,  and  this  pietuR 
I  never  saw  ;  but  I  conceive  it  extremely  hard  to 
shut  out  any  roan  from  the  posubility  of  sums; 
and  therefore  I  repeat  my  request  that  yon  w^ 
propose  the  re>conaideration  of  Mr.  Lowe's  car; 
and  if  there  be  any  among  the  coundl  with  vhoa 
my  name  can  have  any  weight,  be  pleased  to  coo- 
mimicate  to  them  the  desire  o^  Sir,  your,  &e., 

**  Sax.  JoHXsoir.* 

SucH  intercession  was  too  powcrfd  to  be 
resisted;  and  Mr.  Lowe's  performance  im 
admitted  at  Somerset  Place.  Hie  subject,  a» 
I  recollect,  was  the  Deluge,  at  that  point  of 
time  when  the  water  was  verging  to  the  top  cf 
the  last  uncovered  mountain.  Near  to  tbe 
spot  was  seen  the  last  of  the  antediluvian  nee 
exclusive  of  those  who  were  saved  in  tbe  vk 
of  Noah.  This  was  one  of  those  giants,  then 
the  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  who  had  still 
strength  to  swim,  and  with  one  of  his  hands 
held  aloft  his  child.  Upon  the  small  remsining 
dry  spot  appeared  a  famished  lion,  ready  tdsmn^ 
at  the  chfla  and  devour  it.  Mr.  Lowe  tad  ne 
that  Johnson  siud  to  him,  *'  Sir,  joor  uctnre 
is  noble  and  probable.**  ^'A  oomplimeot, 
indeed,**  said  Mr.  Lowe,  ^  from  a  mm  who 
cannot  lie,  and  cannot  be  mistaken.**' 

About  this  time  he  wrote  to  Mrs.LflfT 
Porter  mentioning  his  bad  health,  and  that  he 
intended  a  visit  to  Lichfield.  "It is,**  saTS 
he,  ^  with  no  great  expectation  of  amendiMiit 
that  I  make  every  year  a  joumev  into  the 
country ;  but  it  is  pleasant  to  visit  toose  whose 
kindness  has  been  often  experienced.** 

On  April  18.  (being  Grood  Friday),  I  fiwnrf 
him  at  oreakfast,  in  his  usual  manner  npn 
that  day,  drinking  tea  without  milk,  andeatu^  > 
a  cross  bun  to  prevent  faintness ;  we  went  t^  \ 
St.  Clement*s  church,  as  formeriy.  Wh«  *^ 
came  home  from  church,  he  placed  himself  od 
one  of  the  stone  seats  at  his  garden  dooft  iwl 

resignation  of  the  office  of  Sccretarr  fai  Irelaod,  «*«*  I" 
•eemt  to  have  been  but  a  month  or  two.  I  soppote,  bovrm. 
that  aa  Mr.  Windham  advaaoed  In  jcan,  lUi  iuetm 
abated.  I,  who  knew  him  oolj  la  later  lift,  acrcr  pa* 
ceived  any  thing  of  It —  CaoKsa,  1S47. 

s  We  accordingly  carried  our  tcheme  into  nwdk»,^ 
October.  179S ;  but  whether  from  that  onifannlty  wbM  «• 
in  modem  timet,  in  a  great  degree,  apreal  tfanngh  (*^ 
part  of  the  metropoUi,  or  from  our  want  of  safldmi  ^tf- 
tion,  we  were  diiappolnted —  Boswbia. 

'  Northcote  cays  the  execution  ct  thU  pifltore  w»  rw- 
crable.  Ltfe  qf  Kefnoldt,  ii.  139  Lowe  had  r«ceiv«d  «  prof- 
medal  fhNB  the  Academy  in  1771.  **lhroogh  (^««*-  * 
Northcote  saya.  He  certainly  nefer  after  ihoved  »f  **** 
and  had,  I  believe,  more  than  mwe  rccoarae  le  f<"^ ' 
interference  to  obtain  admitfion  for  his  worti  fi»  n»  Kiv- 
bition.     Sea  aal^»  p.  606.    Lowediedte  ITV-^Cioko. 
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I  took  the  other,  and  thus  in  the  open  air,  and 
ill  a  placid  frame  of  mind,  he  talked  awaj  verjr 
enstly.  JoHNSOir.  ^  Were  I  a  country  gen- 
tleman, I  should  not  be  very  hospitable;  I 
should  not  have  crowds  in  my  house.**  Bos- 
WBLL.  ^  Sir  Alexander  Dick  tells  me  that  he 
remembers  having  a  thousand  people  in  a  jear 
to  dine  at  hb  house ;  that  is,  reckoning  each 
person  as  one,  each  time  that  he  dined  there. 
JoHxsox.  "^  That,  Sir,  is  about  three  a  day.** 
Boswsix.  ^  How  your  statement  lessens  uie 
idea!  **  Johsson.  ^  That,  Sir,  is  the  good  of 
counting.  It  brings  every  thing  to  a  certainty, 
which  Mfore  floated  in  the  mind  indefinitely.** 
BoswBix.  ^  But  Omne  ignotum  pro  magmfioo 
^*t:  one  is  sorry  to  have  this  diminished.** 
JoHNSOH.  ^  Sir,  you  should  not  allow  your- 
self to  be  delighted  with  error.**  Boswell. 
**  Three  a  day  seem  but  few.**  Jobkbon. 
**  Nay,  Sir,  he  who  entertains  three  a  day  does 
very  liberally.  And  if  there  is  a  large  family, 
the  poor  entertain  those  three,  for  they  eat 
what  the  poor  would  get;  there  must  be 
superfluous  meat;  it  must  be  given  to  the 
poor,  or  thrown  out.*'  Boswsll.  **  I  observe 
in  London,  ihat  the  poor  go  about  and  gather 
Ix^ocs,  which  I  understand  are  manufactured.** 
JoiixsoN.  ^Yes,  Sir;  they  boil  them,  and 
extract  a  grease  from  them  for  greasing  wheels 
and  other  pur^scs.  Of  the  be^t  pieces  they 
make  a  mock  ivory,  which  is  used  for  hails  to 
knives,  and  various  other  things ;  the  coarser 
pieces  they  bum  and  pound,  and  sell  the 
a^bes.**  BoswkUm  ^  For  what  purpose,  Sir?  *' 
JoHxso!!.  ^  Why,  Sir,  for  making  a  furnace 
for  the  chemists  for  melting  iron.  A  paste 
made  of  burnt  bones  will  stand  a  stronger  heat 
than  any  thing  else.  Consider,  Sir,  ii*  you  are 
to  melt  iron,  you  cannot  line  your  pot  with 
brass,  because  it  is  softer  than  iron,  and  would 
melt  sooner ;  nor  with  iron,  for  though  malle- 
able iron  is  harder  than  cast-iron,  yet  it  would 
not  do ;  but  a  paste  of  burnt  bones  will  not 
melt.**  BoswBix.  **Do  you  know.  Sir,  I  have 
dusoovercd  a  manufacture  to  a  ^eat  extent,  of 
what  you  only  piddle  at — scraping  and  drying 
the  peel  of  oranges  ?  ^  At  a  puice  in  Newgate 
Street  there  is  a  prodigious  quantity  prepared, 
which  they  sell  to  the  distillers.**  Jobnsom. 
**  Sir,  I  believe  they  make  a  higher  thing  out 
of  them  than  a  spirit ;  they  meke  what  is  called 
oranse-butter,  tne  oil  of  the  orange  inspissated, 
which  they  mix  perhaps  with  common  po- 
matam,  and  make  it  fragrant.  The  oil  does  not 
fly  off  in  the  drying.** 

BoswxLL.  ^  I  wish  to  have  a  good  walled 
enrdcn.**  Johhsoh.  ^  I  don*t  think  it  would 
bo  worth  the  expense  to  you.  We  compute, 
in  England,  a  park  wall  at  a  thousand  pounds 
a  mile ;  now  a  garden  wall  must  cost  at  least  as 

1  Xr««i»rt.p.440.  —  c. 

*  l>ie  BUhop  or  Fernt  obterret,  that  Mr.  Botwell  htn 
rr  tUkM  forty '(<HtT  touare pards  for  fortj-four  jrarrfj  sauarct 
mni  thiM  lOAfcet  Johnson  talk  nontenftc :  ch«t  ro«iininK  It, 
UmC  lOnr.  «rtn  gtre  176  niDiiinf  yard*  of  park  wall,  wblch 
a  gwdn,-^uol  of  fortj-foMr  aquarc yarda. 
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much.  You  intend  vour  trees  should  grow 
higher  than  a  deer  will  leap.  Now  let  us  see; 
for  a  hundred  pounds  you  could  only  have 
forty-four  square  yards  *,  which  is  very  little ; 
for  two  hundred  pounds  you  may  have  eighty- 
four  square  yarns,  which  is  very  well.  But 
when  will  you  get  the  value  of  two  hundred 

Sounds  of  walls,  in  fruit,  in  your  climate  ?  No, 
ir ;  such  contention  with  nature  is  not  worth 
while.  I  would  plant  an  orchard,  and  have 
plenty  of  such  fruit  as  ripen  well  in  vour 
country.  Mv  friend.  Dr.  Madden,  of  Ireland, 
said,  that  *ln  an  orchard  there  should  be 
enough  to  eat,  enough  to  lay  up,  enough  to  be  j 
stolen,  and  enough  to  rot  upon  the  ground.*  ■ 
Cherries  are  an  early  fruit;  you  may  have 
them ;  and  you  may  have  the  early  apples  and 
pears.**  Bmwsll.  **We  cannot  have  non- 
pareils.** JoHHsoN.  "•  Sir,  you  can  no  more 
nave  nonpareils  than  you  can  have  grapes.** 
Boswzix.  *^We  have  them.  Sir;  but  they 
are  very  bad.**  Johnsoh.  "  Nay,  Sir,  never 
try  to  have  a  thinff  merely  to  suow  that  you 
emmot  have  it.  From  ground  that  would  let 
for  forty  shillings  you  may  have  a  large 
orchard ;  and  you  see  it  costs  you  only  forty 
shillings.  Nay,  you  may  graze  the  ground 
when  the  trees  are  srown  up;  you  cannot, 
while  they  are  young.  Boswsll.  '^  Is  not  a 
good  ffarden  a  very  common  thing  in  Eiurland, 
Sir  ?  JoHHSOV.  *'  Not  so  common.  Sir,  as 
you  imagine.  In  Lincolnshire  there  is  hardly 
an  orchard ;  in  Staffordshire,  very  little  fruit 
BoswxLL.  **  Has  Langton  no  orchard  F** 
JoHKsoN.  ^  No,  Sir."  IBoswxll.  '*  How  so. 
Sir?**  JoBKSOH.  «« Why,  Sir,  from  the  ge- 
neral negligeooe  of  the  country.  He  has  it 
not,  because  nobody  else  has  it.**  Boswsix. 
^*A  hothouse  is  a  certain  thing;  I  may  have 
that.**  JoHMsoH.  **A  hothouse  is  pretty 
certain ;  but  you  must  first  build  it,  then  you 
must  keep  fires  in  it,  and  you  must  have  a 
gardener  to  take  care  of  it.**  Boswbll.  ^  But 
if  I  have  a  gardener  at  any  rate  ?  **  Johksox. 
"Why,  yes.  Boswxix.  "Td  have  it  near 
my  house ;  there  is  no  need  to  have  it  in  the 
orchard.**  Jouhsoic.  "  Yes,  Fd  have  it  near 
my  house.  I  would  plant  a  ffreat  many  cur- 
rants; the  fruit  is  good,  and  they  make  a 
pretty  sweetmeat.** 

I  record  this  minute  detail,  which  some 
may  think  trifling,  in  order  to  show  clearly 
how  this  great  man,  whose  mind  could  grasp 
such  large  and  extensive  subjects,  as  he  has 
shown  in  his  literary  labours,  was  yet  well  in- 
formed in  the  common  afialrs  of  life*  and  loved 
to  illustrate  them. 

Mr.  Walker,  the  celebrated  master  of  elocu- 
tion ^  come  in,  and  then  we  went  up  stairs 
into  the  study.    I  asked  him  if  he  hau  taught 

whieli  would  be  but  a  tmnll  clntH  ;  but  of /0rfy</Mrr  pords 
square  —  or  about  iiro-Ofthi  of  au  aerv,  and  m  m  proporiioo 
^  CanKia. 

s  Me  publUhad  ivroral  workf  on  Moeutlon  and  prMnund- 
atlon,  and  dlrd  Auguit  I.  IM7.  lo  Clio  a«Toutj.«iMb  jmr  at 
bit  ag*.  —  CaoKU. 
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many  clerg^rmen.  Johksoit.  ^  I  hope  not." 
Waj^kss.  ^  I  have  taught  only  one,  and  he 
is  the  best  reader  I  ever  heard ;  not  by  my 
teaching,  but  by  his  own  natural  talents/ 
Johnson.  **  Were  he  the  best  reader  in  the 
world,  I  would  not  have  it  told  that  he  was 
taught."  Here  was  one  of  his  peculiar 
prejudices.  Could  it  be  any  disadvantage 
to  the  clergyman  to  have  it  known  that  he 
was  taught  an  easy  and  graceful  delivery? 
BoswELL.  *^Will  you  not  allow,  Sir,  that  a 
man  may  be  taught  to  read  well  P**  Jornson. 
'*  Why,  Sir,  so  far  as  to  read  better  than  he 
might  do  without  being  taught,  yes.  For- 
merly it  was  supposed  that  there  was  no  dif- 
ference in  reading,  but  that  one  read  as  well 
as  another.**  Boswsix.  **  It  is  wonderful  to 
see  old  Sheridan  as  enthusiastic  about  oratory 
as  ever.**  *  Walsbb.  ^*  His  enthusiasm  as  to 
what  oratory  will  do,  may  be  too  great :  but  he 
reads  well.**  Jobnbon.  *^  He  reads  well,  but 
he  reads  low;  and  you  know  it  b  much  easier 
to  read  low  than  to  read  high ;  for  when  yon 
read  high,  you  are  much  more  limited,  your 
loudest  note  can  be  but  one,  and  so  the  variety 
is  less  in  proportion  to  the  loudness.  Now 
some  people  have  occasion  to  speak  to  an  ex- 
tensive audience,  and  must  speak  loud  to  be 
heard.**  Walkbb.  **  The  art  is  to  read  strong, 
thouffh  low.** 

Talking  of  the  origin  of  lai^uage :  —  Johh- 
80N.  ''  It  must  have  come  by  inspiration.  A 
thousand,  nay  a  million  of  children  could  not 
invent  a  language.  While  the  organs  are 
pliable,  there  is  not  understanding  enough  to 
form  a  language ;  by  the  time  that  there  is  un- 
derstanding enough,  the  organs  are  become  stiff. 
We  know  that  after  a  certain  age  we  cannot 
learn  to  pronounce  a  new  language.  No  fo- 
reigner, who  comes  to  England  when  advanced 
in  life,  ever  pronounces  English  tolerably  well ; 
at  least  such  instances  are  very  rare.  When  I 
maintain  that  language  must  have  come  by  in- 
spiration, I  do  not  mean  that  inspiration  is  re- 
quired for  rhetoric,  and  all  the  beauties  of 
language ;  for  when  once  man  has  language,  we 
can  conceive  that  he  may  gradually  form  modifi- 
cations of  it.  I  mean  only  that  inspiration  seems 
to  me  to  be  necessary  to  give  man  the  faculty 
of  speech ;  to  inform  him  that  he  may  have 
speech ;  which  I  think  he  could  no  more  find 
out  without  inspiration,  than  cows  or  hogs 
would  think  of  such  a  faculty.**  Waulse. 
**  Do  you  think.  Sir,  that  there  are  any  perfect 
synonymes  in  any  language?**  Johhson. 
*' Originally  there  were  not;  but  by  using 
words  negligently,  or  in  poetry,  one  word 
comes  to  be  confounded  with  another.** 

He  talked  of  Dr.  Dodd.  *"  A  friend  of  mine,** 


*  **  Mr.  SherkUn,  the  Ikther,  It  quite  m  eiithuii«tc  in 
reeommendinc  to  the  jrouth  of  the  naiion  the  itodf  of  or«tor]r. 
AeeordlDg  to  him  It  If  the  one  thing  needful,  the  ulvatlon  of 
the  nation,  m  every  thing  laudahle  and  great  depend*  upon 
ll.**~  J:im»*«  fVmi.  E9fn.  U.  171.  —  CaimiiR.  1S47. 

•  1  h««*  hnen  told  that  the  lady  waa  Dr.  I>0)td'«  relict ;  hut 
if  thia  were  to.  l>r.  Johnion  could  not  have  been  aware  of  It, 


said  he,  ^  came  to  me  and  told  me  that  aladr  ' 
wished  to  have  Dr.  Dodd*s  picture  in  a  bnc^ 
let,  and  asked  me  for  a  motto.  I  saJd.  1 
could  think  of  no  better  than  Cmrrat  Lex,  I 
was  very  willing  to  have  him  pardoned,  that  is. 
to  have  the  sentence  changed  to  tran^cpttrfa- 
tion ;  but,  when  he  was  once  hanged,  I  diii  D^t 
wish  he  should  be  made  a  aaint.** 

Mrs.  Bumey,  wife  of  his  friend.  Dr.  Bum<^T. 
came  in,  and  he  seemed  to  be  entertained  « ,ik 
her  conversation. 

Grarrick*s  funeral  was  talked  of  as  extrsTs- 
gantly  expensive.  Johnson,  from  his  ditflikt*  t«> 
exaggeration,  would  not  allow  that  it  was  dt^ 
tinguished  by  an  extraordinaiT  pomp.  **  W  «t^ 
there  not  six  horses  to  each  coach  ?  **  ^l 
Mrs.  Bumey.  JoHntOR.  ^  Madam,  there  vert 
no  more  six  horns  than  six  plMenizcs.**' 

Mrs.  Bumey  wondered  that  aome  vtnr 
beautiful  new  buildings  should  be  eret*'  i 
in  Moorfielda,  in  so  shocking  a  aitoatiofi  a> 
between  Bedlam  and  St.  Luke*8  Hospiti.. 
and  said  she  could  not  live  there.  J<Mni»u«. 
**  Nay,  Madam,  you  see  nothing  there  to  hu^ 
you.  You  no  more  think  erf*  "T^^^*^ft  • 
having  windows  that  look  toBedfam,  than  }  . 
think  of  death  by  haying  wtndowa  that  !•*  ^ 
to  a  chm^vhyard.**  Msa.  Bumnr.  ^  We  m. ;. 
look  to  a  churchyard,  Sir;  for  it  is  tvjki  th^ 
we  should  be  kept  in  mind  of  death.**  JoaB»o%. 
^  Nay,  Madam,  if  yoo  go  to  that,  it  is  rw  * 
that  we  should  be  kept  in  mind  of  nrndte^-. 
which  is  occasioned  by  too  mndi  indnlgciicg  •< 
imagination.  I  think  a  very  moral  «ae  may  :• 
made  of  these  new  boildinfft ;  I  woald  ha«% 
those  who  have  heated  imaginataoaa  Kt*  thn^ . 
and  take  warning.**  Maa.  Bumsr.  *B«t. 
Sir,  many  of  the  poor  people  tkat  w  m^d 
have  become  so  fr>om  diamse,  or  frwa  diKr«^-~ 
ing  events.  It  is,  therefore,  not  their  fiMt*. 
but  their  misfortune ;  and,  thcrefote,  to  thin^ 
of  them  b  a  melancholy  oonaidcntiefL** 

Time  passed  on  in  oonvemtioti  till  it  ««» 
too  Jate  for  the  service  of  the  cboich  at  tlw' 
o*clock.    I  took  a  walk,  and  left  him  alone  f  r 
some  time ;  then  retumed,  and  we 
and  conversation  again  by 

I  stated  the  character  of 
mine  ae  a  curioua  case  for 
^  He  is  the  most  inexplkable 
ever  knew.    Can  yon 
is,  I  really  belieye,  not 
and  princely.    But  hia 
may  be  separated  from  hia  fer 
his  ever  asking  a  question 
He  win  meet  them  with  a 
ness,  a  stately  iadifierenoe;   bnt 
come  close  to  him,  and  iaiiij 
conversation,  they  find 


for  bowevei  he  night  4iuMw«e 
be  would  hardly  have  afllict*<d  4 


hit 


p.  544.  n.  S.  ~  Ci 
s  There  eertalnly  mw, 

of  the  cnaehaa  nod  ilx.  — 
4  Prsbably  Lord 

BiilB.«*>Ci 
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and  kind  as  they  could  wish.  One  then  sup- 
p<we9  that  what  is  so  agreeable  will  soon  oe 
rt>newed ;  but  stay  away  from  him  for  half  a 
yoar,  and  he  will  neither  call  on  yon,  nor  send 
to  inquire  about  you.**  Johiisoii.  ^^Why, 
Sir,  I  cannot  ascertain  his  character  exactly, 
as  I  do  not  know  him ;  but  I  should  not  like 
to  have  such  a  man  for  my  friend.  He  may 
love  study,  and  wish  not  to  be  interrupted  by 
his  friends :  Amid  Juna  temporii.  He  may 
bo  a  friTolous  man,  and  be  so  much  occupied 
with  pet^  pursuits  that  he  may  not  want 
friends.  Or  he  may  have  a  nodon  that  there 
is  dignity  in  appearing  indifferent,  while  he  in 
fact  may  not  be  more  indiiferent  at  his  heart 
than  another.** 

We  went  to  evening  prayers  at  8t.  Clemenfs, 
at  seven,  and  then  puted.* 

JOHNSON  TO  JOSEPH  FOWKE.* 

"  April  19. 1783. 

**  DiAa  SiK,  —  To  ihow  you  that  neither  length 
of  time,  nor  distance  of  place,  withdraws  you  from 
my  memory,  I  have  sent  you  a  little  present',  which 
will  be  transmitted  by  Sir  Robert  Chambers 

**  To  your  former  letters  I  made  no  answer,  be- 
came  I  bad  none  to  make.  Of  the  death  of  tbe 
unfortuuate  man  (meaning  Nundeomar)  I  bdiere 
Europe  thinks  at  you  think ;  but  it  was  past  pre- 
vetition ;  and  it  was  act  At  fer  me  to  move  a  ques* 
tioa  in  publie  which  1  was  not  qaaliiiad  to  das- 
eua,  aa  the  inquiry  aould  than  do  no  good ;  and  I 
might  have  baaa  aaleneed  by  a  hardy  dental  of  fiicta, 
wIttBb,  if  daniad,  I  could  not  prove. 


I  1^rMd«rwmf«eoUaet,thatlndMfMrmft.«hOTDr. 
JohnMO  vl»tt«d  FrsDce.  be  was  kindlj  anterUiiwd  by  tbe 
I  'iiiWth  B<«#dirCinemonkt  «t  Parfi  (tee  «iitf,p.464.)  One  of 
iiaat  bedf.  tbe  Her.  JaoM*  CoaiplMi,  fai  tbe  comw  of  mmm 
O'tiverMtlon  «rUb  blm  at  tbat  time,  asked  biai.  If  tnj  of  then 
should  become  converts  to  the  protestant  fdth.  ead  •hoiild 
vtolc  Rnglaad,  wbetberlbef  BStgat  bope  for  a  frleiidlj  recep. 
turn  froas  bfsB :  Co  wblcb  he  wamlr  replied* "  thnt  be  •bould 
r'<rlTe  meb  a  convert  mott  cordially.**  In  eonteqomice  of 
tnt*  njiifaiselbia,  Mr.  Oomptaa.  a  few  yean  afterward*,  ba*- 
ii.jr  eome  doubu  coooaffning  tbe  religion  in  whidi  be  had  bora 
t  <il.  was  Induct,  by  readiaf  tbe  llOth  Number  of**  The 
(oo  Rapawraiicc),  so  oonildef  tbo  subject  nwwe 


d»apiy ;  aad  tbe  reaalt  of  hi*  iaouirlr*  was.  a  deter miuation 
I  •  ri#co«Be  a  protectant.  With  this  Tiev,  In  the  sumn  rr  of 
iTaa,  Iw  laiMMiiil  ta  Ms  aaUva  country,  ttnm  wbaaea  b«  bad 


U^.i  afasont  tnm  bis  il&Ui  to  bit  thirty .AAb  year  {  and  on  bU 
arrival  In  Loodon,  very  tcantlly  provided  with  the  meant  of 
eolMietaDep.  be  tmmwnalely  repaired  to  Bolt  Ooort.  Co  HMl 
IH.  JobaSiA (  aod  baviaf  infurmfvl  bim  of  his  deeire  lobe 
admittrd  Into  tbe  Church  of  England,  for  thb  purposf 
•r^i^Mfld  Ms  aM  la  pnicun  for  him  aa  tolrodoetloa  ta  the 
Hi »l»op  af  Loadan,  Dr.  Lowtb.  At  tbe  Uhm  of  his  flrtt  vUic, 
J'lhnBon  was  so  modi  lndlspo«ed«  that  be  eould  allow  him 
ofilvaslMirt  coavcfiailaii  of  a  few  mlnulestbut  hadaelred 
htm  lo  eall  a^iia  is  the  course  of  the  followlag  week.  When 
Mr.  fompion  visited  btm  a  second  time,  he  was  perfectly 
iwiiMetad  awai  Ms  ludlspoalUan ;  reoalvad  Mm  with  Che 
ouMoet  eofdlalltr  i  and  not  only  undertook  the  aMnagemeitt 
c*f  the  business  in  which  hU  frteodly  InierposUloo  bad  been 
but  with  great  kloduass  averted  blaueir  lo  this 


grt.tii  man's  fkvomr.  with  a  view  to  his  fotora  staislstenee. 
mnd  fanmedlatoly  supplied  btaa  with  the  sseans  of  presaot 

ttiat  ttaa  ptwposed 


odteg  Ihi 
doohadfi 


Wr. 


who  then 
be 


latrodoctloa  to  tbe  Bli 
aecMeoUl  causes  baea  defomd, 
Iged  at  HIghgalc.  should  st^posa 
hlro  Che  following 


**  Odaber  6.  ITNl 
**  ain.-lhavadlrecladDr.  Vyse'slaMartobesentloyoa, 
dwt  yon  aaay  know  tbe  slluaUoa  af  your  bnslneM.    iMays 
tocUaa  to  aU  aAdrs  %  but  tbesa  appeal*  nothing  In  yew 

f  oT  alBiar  auperdlluusnass  or  nagtart.    Or.  Vyse  -^ 

fM  watt.  I  am.fta.,  taM.  J< 


**  Sinee  we  parted,  I  have  suflered  mueh  sickness 
of  body  and  perturbation  of  mind.  My  mind,  if  I 
do  not  flatter  myaelf,  is  unimpaired,  eicept  that 
aometimea  my  memory  is  less  ready ;  but  my  body, 
though  by  nature  very  strong,  has  given  way  to 
repeated  shocks. 

**  Genua  labantt  wtMioaquatit  mgtranhdiha  artus.* 
This  line  might  have  been  written  on  purpose  I'or 
me.  You  will  see,  however,  that  I  have  not  totally 
forsaken  literature.  1  can  apply  better  to  books 
than  I  could  in  some  more  vigorous  parts  of  my 
life  —  at  least  than  I  didi  and  I  have  one  more 
reason  for  reading — that  time  has,  by  taking  away 
my  eompanitma,  left  me  leas  opportunity  of  con> 
versatioo.  I  have  led  an  inactive  and  careless  life; 
it  is  time  at  last  to  be  diligent :  there  ia  yet  pro* 
viaion  to  be  made  for  eternity. 

**  Let  me  know,  dear  Sir,  what  you  are  doing. 
Are  you  accumulating  gold,  or  picking  up  dia- 
monds? Or  are  you  nuw  aaled  with  Indian  wealth, 
and  content  with  what  you  have?  Have  you 
vigour  for  bustle,  or  tranquillity  for  inaotion? 
Whatever  you  do,  I  do  not  suspect  you  of  pillaging 
or  opprcasitig ;  and  shall  rtijoice  to  see  you  reiuru 
with  a  body  unbroken,  and  a  mind  tmcorrupted. 

M  You  and  I  had  hardly  any  common  friends, 
and  therefore  I  have  few  anecdotes  to  relate  to  you« 
Mr.  Levett,who  brought  us  into  acquaintance,  died 
suddenly  at  my  house  last  year,  in  his  seventy- 
eighth  year,  or  about  that  age.  Mrs.  Williams,  the 
Uuid  iady,  is  still  with  me,  but  much  broken  by 
a  very  wearieome  and  obstinate  diaeaae.  She  is. 
however,  not  likely  to  die;  and  it  would  ddight 
ma  if  yov  would  aend  her  aome/Mttp  token  of  your 
remembiBBoa.     You  may  aend  me  one  too. 

**  Whether  we  shall  ever  meet  again   in  thia 


Mr.  Compten  having,  by  Johnson's  advloe,  quHiad  High- 
gale,  and  settled  in  London,  bad  now  aaoiw  frequent  oppor- 
tuniUei  of  vtalting  his  (Hrad,  and  proflUog  t»y  his  cooveriailon 
and  advloe.  BtUT.  however,  bis  sseans  of  subsistence  beloK 
vary  scanty.  Dr.  Johnson  kindly  promised  to  aflbrd  blm  a 
decent  maintenance,  until  by  his  own  exertions  he  should  be 
able  to  obtain  a  livelihood ;  which  benevotent  oflbr  be  ae- 
orpled,  and  lived  entirely  at  Johnson's  evpsnsa  tUl  the  end  of 


January,  17S3:  in  which  month,  having  previously  been 
lotroduoed  to  Blsbop  Lowth.  be  was  reeelvad  into  onr  cowt. 
munkm  In  81.  Jaases*!  parltb  chuicb.  In  the  foliowiiti; 
April,  the  pUoe  of  under-roatter  of  St.  Fault  Khool  havic/ 
baeoHW  vacant,  Ms  friendly  nrolector  4M  blm  a  more  ernen. 
tial  service,  by  writing  the  followlag  iener  la  bis  favour,  to 
the  Mercers*  Company,  hi  wlioa  tbe  appointment  of  che 
ky:. 


*•  Bait  Cauft,  Plaet  Street,  AprQ  19.  170. 

"  At  the  request  afiha  Bevannd  Mr.  Ji 
Complan,  who  now  solidu  your  votes  to  be  elected  undrr* 
master  of  St.  Paol's  school,  I  testify  with  great  shMrrtty. 
that  he  is,  in  ray  opinton,  a  man  of  abiUties  sufldent,  sod 
more  than  sufldrnt,  for  ibe  duties  of  tbe  ofloa  for  which  be 
Is  a  isndidale.    I  sm,  *c.,  8«h.  JoaasoH. 


Though  this  testimony  In  Mr.  Comploa*s  favoar  was  not 
attaodad  wllb  immedisle  Miceees,  yat  Job 


not  without  eflipct  (  for  hi*  letter  procared  Mr.  Coaiptoa  so 
many  well>wlsbers  In  the  respectme  company  of  mercers, 
that  be  was  bonourad,  by  the  favour  af  savafal  af  Its 


rlth  more  appUcatloos  to  teach  Latin  and  French  than 
be  oouM  8od  time  to  attend  to.  In  1796,  the  Rev.  Mr  Gil* 
bert.  one  of  his  majesty'*  French  chaplains,  bavfog  accei»tcd 
a  living  ia  Gurnuey.  oomtnatad  Mr.  Camplan  as  bis  substl* 
tuta  at  the  Fraoeh  napel  of  St.  Jobms's  ;  which  appwbumeni, 
in  AprU,  Itll.  he  rallaqulsbed  for  a  baiter  la  tbe  From* 
chapel  at  Bethnal  Green.  By  tbe  favour  of  Dr.  Fortaua,  the 
late  eaceilent  Bttbop  of  London,  be  was  also  appoinled,  tas 
INQi,  chaplain  of  the  Dutch  chapel  at  St.  James's  i  a  stattosi 
whleb  he  stUI  baMs.  -.  MAaoaa. 

«  See  mUi,  p.  BOO.  n.  S C. 

•  A  eallaction  of  the  Doctor's  Warfca.—Micaosa. 

4  **  For  each  vest  Itanb 


3a  4 


v.dit.  Aa.^c 
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worldt  wbo  can  tell  ?  Let  us,  however,  wish  well 
to  each  other :  prayers  can  pass  the  Line  and  the 
Tropics.     I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  sincerely, 

**  Sak.  Johnson.** 


CHAPTER  LXXVI. 


1783. 

Pojmlaiion  of  London,  —  Natural  Affection.  —  Self- 
defence,  —  DwUirug,  — Corpulency,  —  Government 
of  India,  —  Reviewere,  —  Horace,  —  Siekne$».  — 
Liberty  of  Teachinp,  — "  i^/w*.**—  VirffiL-^Cant. 
— f/otpitaKty. — Afi*»  Bumey, —  Barry*e  Pictures. 
Baxt€r*a  Works,  —  Devotion.  —  Joknaon  attacked 
with  a  Stroke  of  the  Poky.  —  Recovery,  —  Vieit  to 
Lanyton  at  Rochteter, 

On  Sunday,  April  20.,  being  Easter-day,  after 
attending  solemn  service  at  St.  FauFs,  I  came 
to  Dr.  Johnson,  and  found  Mr.  Lowe,  the 
painter,  sitting  with  him.  Mr.  Lowe  men- 
tioned the  great  number  of  new  buildings  of 
late  in  London,  yet  that  Dr.  Johnson  had 
observed,  tha^  the  number  of  inhabitants  was 
not  increased.  1  Johmsok.  *^Why,  Sir,  the 
bills  of  mortality  prove  that  no  more  people 
die  now  than  formerly ;  so  it  is  plain  no  more 
live.  The  register  of  births  proves  nothing, 
for  not  one-tenth  of  the  people  of  London  are 
bom  tiiere."  Boswbll.  "I  believ^  Sir,  a 
great  many  of  the  children  bom  in  Lon- 
don, die  early."  Johhson.  "  Why,  yes.  Sir.'* 
BoswxLL.  ^But  those  who  do  live  are  as 
stout  and  strong  people  as  any.  Dr.  Price 
says,  they  must  be  naturally  strong  to  set 
through.^  Johnson.  ^^That  is  system,  Sir. 
A  great  traveller  observes,  that  it  is  said 
there  are  no  weak  or  deformed  people  among 
the  Indians;  but  he,  with  much  sagacity, 
assigns  the  reason  of  this,  which  is,  that  tne 
hard^p  of  their  life  as  hunters  and  fishers 
does  not  allow  weak  or  diseased  children  to 
grow  up.  Now,  had  I  been  an  Indian,  I  must 
have  died  early;  my  eyes  would  not  have 
served  me  to  get  food.  I,  indeed,  now  could 
fish,  give  me  Englbh  tackle ;  but  had  I  been 
an  Indian,  I  must  have  starved,  or  they  would 
have  knocked  me  on  the  head,  when  they  saw 
I  could  do  nothing.**  Boswsix.  ^'Perhaps, 
they  would  have  taken  care  of  you ;  we  are 
told  they  are  fond  of  oratory, — you  would 
have  Ulked  to  them.**    Johnson.  ^^  Nay,  Sir,  I 


1  The  city  wat  hsrdlr  caimble  of  InerMie ;  but,  hi  foct,  the 
population  of  the  eity  hu  rapidly  tfimM/xA/tf  by  the  miftratloo 
of  the  dtlsen*  to  the  suburtM.  and  the  coortraon  d  to  many 
dwelling  hoiiftei  Into  counting  and  warehouars :  the  popula- 
tion of  the  dty.  In  IM)1.  was  about  130,000,  and,  in  1841,  oolj 
83,000. —  CaoKim.  1847. 

'  Thit  remarkable  duel  was  fought  on  Mondar  the  Slit  of 
April,  1783.  between  Mr.  Cunningham,  of  the  scot«  Grers, 
wounded,  and  Mr.  Rlddell.  of  the  Life  Guards,  killed.  See 
GfwL  Mag.  1783.  p.ass.—  CaoKSR. 

>  I  think  It  necessary  to  caution  my  Tenders  against  con- 
eluding  that,  in  this  or  any  other  conversation  of  Dr.  Johnson, 


should  not  have  lived  long  enough  to  be  fit  to 
talk ;  I  should  have  been  dead  before  I  was 
ten  years  old.  Depend  upon  it.  Sir,  a  savape, 
when  he  is  hungry,  will  not  carry  about  with 
him  a  looby  of  nme  years  old,  who  cannot  help 
himself.  They  have  no  affection.  Sir."  Boiu 
WBix.  ^  I  believe  natural  affection,  of  which 
we  hear  so  much,  is  very  small.**  Jomnoai. 
**  Sir,  natural  affection  is  nothing :  but  aff<^> 
tion  from  principle  and  establi^ed  duty  i^ 
sometimes  wonderfully  strong.**  Lowv.  '^A 
hen.  Sir,  will  feed  her  chickens  in  prelerein'e 
to  herself.**  Johnson.  ^  But  we  dotkt  knov 
that  the  hen  is  hungry ;  let  the  ben  be  iairiv 
hungry,  and  I  *11  warrant  she  'U  peek  the  corii 
herself.  A  cock,  I  believe,  will  feed  bens  in- 
stead of  himself:  but  we  don't  know  thAt  xht 
cock  is  hungnr.**  Boswbll.  ^  And  that*  Sir, 
is  not  from  affection,  but  gallantry.  But  siime 
of  the  Indians  have  anection.  JoaNso!%. 
'*  Sir,  that  they  help  some  of  thrir  children  19 
plain ;  for  some  of  them  live,  which  thej  coviji 
not  do  without  being  helped.** 

I  dined  with  him ;  the  company  were  Mrv 
Williams,  Mrs.  Desmoulins,  and  Mr.  Love. 
He  seemed  not  to  be  well,  talked  little,  grrv 
drowsy  soon  afler  dinner,  and  retired;  ttpr>a 
which  I  went  away. 

Having  next  day  gone  to  Mr.  Borice**  aeai 
in  the  country,  from  whence  I  was  recalled  by 
an  express,  that  a  near  relation  of  mine  had 
killed  his  antagonist  in  a  duel,  and  wna  him* 
self  dangerously  wounded  ',  I  saw  little  of  I>r. 
Johnson  till  Aionday,  April  28.,  when  I  sprr.t 
a  considerable  part  of  tne  day  with  hba,  &2>l 
introduced  the  su^ect  which  then  chiefly  orm- 
pied  my  mind.  Johnson.  **  E  do  not  see,  Sir. 
that  fighting  isabtolutely  forbidden  in  Scrmcnrp ; 
I  see  revenge  forbidden,  but  not  aelf-dcnfic^.* 
BoswxLi*.  ^^The  auakers  say  it  is.  *^riiio 
him  that  smiteth  thee  on  one  dieek,  o6cr  hia 
also  the  other.*  **  Johnson.  **  But  stav.  Sir . 
the  text  is  meant  only  to  have  the  ^ikft  r< 
moderating  passion ;  it  is  plain  that  we  arv  cu« 
to  take  it  m  a  literal  sense.  We  see  this  fn^a 
the  context,  where  there  are  other  rrrif  miiil 
ations;  which,  I  warrant  you,  the  qnak^  v;i 
not  take  literally ;  as,  for  instance,  *  Frtm  han 
that  would  borrow  of  thee  turn  thou  not  away ' 
Let  a  man  whoae  credit  is  bad  oone  to  n  Qas- 
ker,  and  say,  ^Well,  Sir,  lend  me  a  himdr-'^ 
pounds ;  *  he  *11  find  him  as  nnwilling  as  acy 
other  man.  No,  Sir;  a  man  may  shoot  tir 
man  who  invades  his  character,  as  he  may  fth«' 
him  who  attempts  to  break  into  his  how. ' 


they  hare  hts  Mrioin  and  delthcraie 

Ject  of  doelllnc.    In  my  Journal  of  a  Tour  t* 

mtte,  aS7..  it  appears  tW  he  made  this 

**  Nobody,  at  timet,  talks  mora  la&ly  thaa  I  do 

p.  S4t. :  **  He  Cslrly  owned  be  could 

tlonality  of  duelling .**  We  may  Ihtwfwe  infer 

not  think  that  justiaabla.  which 

the  sDirlt  of  the  GospeL    At  the  tamo  cmm.  it 

fessed.  that,  from  the  prrraloat  aotloae  of 

man  who  receives  a  challmge  la 

altematire.    A  remarkable  laarancs  of  Ibis  m 

cUuise  la  the  will  of  the  late  Cnlimal 


cm  A 


^ 
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So,  in  1745,  mj  friend,  Tom  Cummin^,  tbe 
quaker  [p.  343.]*  said  he  would  not  fight,  but 
he  would  drive  an  ammunition  cart :  and  we 
know  that  the  quakers  have  sent  tlannel  waist- 
coats to  our  soldiers,  to  enable  them  to  fight 
better.**  Boswsrx.  ^^When  a  man  is  the 
sfS^ressor,  and  by  ill  usage  forces  on  a  duel  in 
which  he  is  killed,  hare  we  not  little  ground  to 
hope  that  he  is  gone  to  a  state  of  happiness  ?  ** 
JoHHSozf.  **  Sir,  we  are  not  to  judge  deter- 
minatelv  of  the  state  in  which  a  man  leaves  this 
life.  He  may  in  a  moment  have  repented 
efiectuallj,  and  it  is  possible  mar  have  been 
accepted  of  God.  There  is  in  *  Camden's  Ke- 
tnains  *  an  epitaph  upon  a  verj  wicked  man, 
who  was  killed  bj  a  fall  from  his  horse,  in 
which  he  is  supposed  to  say, 

*  Between  the  ttimip  and  the  ground, 
1  mercy  ask*d,  1  mercjf  found.*  ** ' 

BoswBLL.  "•  Is  not  the  expression  in  the  burial- 
service —  ^in  the  rare  and  certain  hope  of  a 
biested  resurrection*  *  — too  strong  to  be  used 
indiscriminately,  and,  indeed,  sometimes  when 
those  over  whose  bodies  it  is  said  have  been 
Dotoriou^T  profane  ?  **  Johnson.  **  It  is  sure 
and  certain  Aope,  Sir,  not  heUef*^^  I  did  not 
insist  further ;  but  cannot  help  thinking  that 
less  positive  words  would  be  more  proper. ' 

Tuikinflr  of  a  man  who  was  grown  very  fat, 
ao  as  to  oe  incommoded  with  corpulency,  he 
aaid,  "^  He  eaU  too  much,  Sir.**  Boswsu.  ''  I 
don*t  know,  Sir;  you  will  see  one  man  fat, 
who  eats  moderately,  and  another  lean,  who 
eau  a  great  deal.**  Johnson.  ^Nay,  Sir, 
whatever  may  be  the  quantity  that  a  man  eats, 
it  is  plain  that  if  he  is  too  fat,  he  has  eaten 
more  than  he  should  have  done.  One  man 
may  have  a  digestion  that  consumes  food  bet- 
ter than  common ;  but  it  is  certain  that  solidity 
ij»  increased  by  putting  something  to  it.**  Bos- 
WKLL.  **But  may  not  solids  swell  and  be 
distended?  **  Johnson.  **  Yes,  Sir,  they  may 
swell  and  be  distended ;  but  that  is  not  mt.** 

We  talked  of  the  accusation  against  a  goi- 
tleman  *  for  supposed  delinquencies  in  India. 


the  alght  bdbrv  b«  fell  hi  a  dod,  flcpCembM'  &  ITSt: 
imli  my  tool  to  Almlf  hty  God,  la 


**  la  cb#  Snt  plM«,  1 

kopM  of  bb  mercy  and  pftrdoo  for  tbe  trrellgloua  atep  I  now 
(tn  cowpliance  witb  the  unverraauble  ctitioni  of  thU 
vkcked  «orld)put  nrvelf  UDder  tbe  Decetattv  of  taklat>**— 
.  Baewiu..  Colonel  Thomai  wai  shot  to  •  dael  br  Colonel 
r  MO  Gordon.    See  Gemi,  Mag.  17SS,  p.  SOI.  —  Wuoiit. 

In  repeetinf  tbb  epiteph,  Johnioo  laiproTed  It.    TlM 
tbw:^ 


•*  Brtwiti  the  ■tlrmp  and  tbe  grooDd, 
Merej  I  aak*d,  merej  I  UtumLrZ^UuMm. 

*  Mr.  Boewellj  qnotlog  fren  menMwy,  haa  Interpolaled  the 
»rd  "  bleMod.**  Tbe  worda  of  tbe  Llturnr  are,  **  In  anre 
id  certain  hope  of  ike  rettirrectlon/*  Ac.  Ac.  L'Satrange, 
Ma  -*  Alliance  ef  Dlrfaie  OOcea,'*  p.  308.,  obaerrea,  **  Tbeae 
ro«da  laapon  tbe  teltb  of  tbe  amtrepuiam  then  preaent  In 
iw  article  ofttae  raanrredion.  Tbe  plural,  * enr  rfle  bodlea.* 
sciodaa  the  raatralnt  to  a  tiaiular  number.'*  Tbe  reformed 
Muirffoa  have  milformljr  emplojred  tbe  lame  caatloMa  Ian* 
jwagM  In  one  of  tbe  prarera  naed  In  tbe  bnrlal  lerrlee.  In 
•e  Srat  book  of  Edward  VI..  the  foUowlng  paaaage  oocura  < 
We  ^re  the*  hearty  thanka  for  thia  tbjr  aerr aat. 


JoHirsoif.  ^  What  foundation  there  is  for  accu- 
sation I  know  not,  but  they  will  not  get  at 
him.  Where  bad  actions  are  committed  at  so 
great  a  distance,  a  delinquent  can  obscure  the 
evidence  till  the  scent  becomes  cold ;  there  is 
a  cloud  between,  which  cannot  be  penetrated ; 
therefore  all  distant  power  is  bad.  I  am  clear 
that  the  best  plan  for  the  government  of  India 
is  a  despotic  governor ;  for  if  he  be  a  good 
man,  it  is  evidentlv  the  best  government ;  and 
supposing  him  to  be  a  bad  man,  it  is  better  to 
have  one  plunderer  than  many.  A  governor 
whose  power  is  checked  lets  others  plunder, 
that  he  himself  may  be  allowed  to  j^under ; 
but  if  despotic,  he  sees  that  the  more  he  lets 
others  plunder,  the  less  there  will  be  for  him- 
self, so  he  restrains  them;  and  though  he 
himself  plunders,  the  country  is  a  gainer,  com- 
pared with  being  plundered  by  numbers.'* 

I  mentioned  the  very  liberal  payment  which 
had  been  received  for  reviewing ;  and  as  evi- 
dence of  this,  that  it  had  been  proved  in  a 
trial,  that  Dr.  Shebbeare  had  received  six 
guineas  a  sheet  for  that  kind  of  literary  labour. 
Johnson.  '*  Sir,  he  might  get  six  guineas  for 
a  particular  sheet,  but  not  conummiMw  «Aee/- 
tMf.**  BoswBLL.  '^Pray,  Sir,  by  a  sheet  of 
review,  is  it  meant  that  it  shall  be  all  of  the 
writer's  own  composition?  or  are  extracts, 
made  from  the  book  reviewed,  deducted?'* 
Johnson.  ^  No,  Sir ;  it  is  a  sheet,  no  matter  of 
what.**  Boswsxx.  ^  I  think  that  is  not  reason- 
able.** Johnson.  **  Yes,  Sir,  it  is.  A  man  will 
more  easily  write  a  sheet  all  his  own,  than  read 
an  octavo  volume  to  get  extracts.**  To  one  of 
Johnson*s  wonderful  fertility  of  mind,  I  believe 
writing  was  really  easier  than  reading  and 
extracting ;  but  with  ordinary  men  the  case  is 
very  different.  A  great  deal,  indeed,  will  de- 
pend upon  the  care  and  jadgment  with  which 
extracts  ore  made.  I  can  suppose  the  opera- 
tion to  be  tedious  and  difficult ;  but  in  many 
instances  we  must  observe  crude  morsels  cut 
oat  of  books  aa  if  at  random ;  and  when  a  large 
extract  is  made  from  one  place,  it  surely  may 
be  done  with  very  little  trouble.    One,  how- 


thoehaatdalhr«i«d,*e.ae.    And, aa iMirwaf, hast brougbk 
hia  aoul  Into  aura  cnnaolatlon  of  rest."  —  If  abklano. 

s  Upon  thia  objection,  tbe  Rer.  Mr.  Ralph  Churton.  fellow 
of  Braaeooote  College,  Oxford,  haa  flivoured  me  with  tbe 
fbUowIng  aatlaCactoryooaervation :  * 

**  The  paaaaga  In  the  burial  aerrlce  doea  not  mean  the 
raaorraction  of  the  person  Interred,  but  tlte  gcner«J  rrsir- 
rection ;  It  la  In  sure  and  certain  hope  of  the  returrrrtiuii ; 
aocMi  reaurradlon.  Where  the  deranaert  la  realljr  tpokeii  f>t. 
the  expreaalon  la  verjdiffereat,— *aa  our  hope  Is  thii  our 
brother  doth*  [reat  In  Cbrlat]  {  a  mode  of  speech  consistent 
with  every  thing  but  absolme  certainty  that  the  perion  de- 
parted dou  m4  real  In  Chrlat,  whldi  no  one  can  oe  «Miir<nl 
of  without  Immediate  rerelatlon  from  Heaven.  In  the  tirsc 
of  these  placea  alao,  *  eternal  life  *  doea  not  necessarily  nu-an 
eternity  of  bliss,  but  merely  tbe  eternity  of  the  state,  w  hntuT 
In  bapplncaa  or  In  misery,  to  ensue  upon  tbe  returrecton  ( 
which  la  probably  the  sense  of  *  the  lifis  errrlesting .'  in  the 
Apoatlea*  Cr««d.  See  Wheally  and  Bennet  on  tbe  Comiaon 
Prayer.**—  Bocwblu 

4  No  doubt  Mr.  Warren  Haatlaga,  to  whose  ease  two 
reports  of  a  aelect  committee  of  toe  Houae  of  CoDimont. 
drawn  np  be  Mr.  Burke,  bet  an  about  this  time  to  cxute 
public  atiantlon.  ~  Caoasa,  1SI7. 
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ever,  I  must  acknowledge,  might  be  led,  from 
the  practice  of  reviewers,  to  suppose  that  they 
take  a  pleasure  in  original  writing;  for  we 
often  find,  that  instead  of  eiving  an  accurate 
account  of  what  has  been  &nt  oj  the  author 
whose  work  the^  are  reviewing,  which  is  surelj 
the  proper  business  of  a  literary  journal,  they 
produce  some  plausible  and  ingenious  conceits 
of  their  own,  upon  the  topics  wnich  have  been 
discussed. 

Upon  beinff  told  that  old  Mr.  Sheridan,  in- 
dignant at  the  neglect  of  his  oratorical  plans, 
had  threatened  to  go  to  America :  Johhsox. 
*^  I  hope  he  will  go  to  America.**  Boswsll. 
*^  The  Americans  £n*t  want  oratory.*'  Johm- 
soN.  ^  But  we  can  want  Sheridan.** 

On  Monday,  April  28.,  I  found  him  at  home 
in  the  morning,  and  Mr.  Seward  with  him. 
Horace  having  been  mentioned:  Boswbul 
^  There  is  a  great  deal  of  thinking  in  his  works. 
One  finds  there  almost  every  thin^  but  re- 
ligion.** Sbwabd.  ^  He  speaKs  of  his  return- 
ing to  it,  in  his  Ode  Parau  Deorvm  cidior 
et  ii^requtnt,  Jobhsoh.  ^  Sir,  he  was  not  in 
earnest;  this  was  merely  poetical.**  Boswmul. 
**  There  are,  I  am  afraid,  many  people  who  have 
no  religion  at  all.**  Sbwabd.  "  And  sensible 
people,  too.**  JoHHSOV.  ^  Why,  Sir,  not 
sensible  in  that  respect.  There  must  be 
either  a  natural  or  a  moral  stupidity,  if  one 
lives  in  a  total  n^lect  of  so  very  import- 
ant a  concern.'*  Sbwaxd.  ^^I  wonder  that 
there  should  be  people  without  religion.** 
JoHiiaoir.  **  Sir,  vou  need  not  wonder  at  this, 
when  you  consider  how  large  a  proportion  of 
almost  every  man's  life  is  passed  without  think- 
ing of  it.  I  myself  was  ror  some  years  totally 
regardless  of  religion.  It  had  dropped  out  of 
my  mind.  It  was  at  an  early  part  of  mv  life. 
Sickness  brought  H  back,  and  I  hope  1  have 
never  lost  it  since.**  Boswux.  '^My  dear 
Sir,  what  a  man  must  you  have  been  without 
religion !  Why  you  must  have  gone  on  drink- 
ing, and  swearing,  and — *'  Jobhsoh  (with  a 
smile).  *^  I  drank  enough,  and  swore  enonffh, 
to  be  sui«.**  Shwakd.  *"  One  should  think  that 
sickness  and  the  view  of  death  would  make 
more  men  religious.**  Jobhsoh.  *'Sir,  they 
do  not  know  Iraw  to  go  about  it :  they  have 
not  the  fint  notion.  A  man  who  has  never 
had  religion  before,  no  more  grows  religioiis 
when  he  is  sick,  tiian  a  man  who  has  never 
learnt  fi^;ares  can  count  when  he  has  need  of 
calculation.'* 

Imentioned  aworthy  friend*  of  oon,  whom 
we  valued  much,  but  observed  that  he  was  too 
ready  to  introduce  rdigious  diseonne  nptm  all 


occasions.  Jobhsoh.  *' Why,  yea,  Sir,  he  wiS 
introduce  religious  discourse  withoat  seeing 
whether  it  will  end  in  instruction  and  is^irove- 
ment,  or  produce  some  prolane  jest.  He  wouid 
introduce  it  in  the  oon^nny  of  Wilkes,  and 
twenty  more  such.** 

I  mentioned  Dr.  Johnson*s  exceUeni  distinc- 
tion between  liberty  of  conscience  and  libenr 
of  teaching.  Jobhsoh.  ** Consider,  Sir;  it 
^ou  have  children  whom  you  wish  to  eduAair 
m  the  principles  of  the  church  of  ^<j^*"^.  and 
there  comes  a  quaker  who  tries  to  perr^t 
them  to  his  principles,  vou  would  drive  awsj 
the  Quaker.  You  would  not  trust  to  the  pre- 
donunation  of  right  which  you  believe  u  iz 
your  opinions;  you  will  keep  wroaiff  out  •< 
their  heads.  Now  the  vulgar  are  the  ch^ 
dren  of  the  state.  If  any  one  attempts  to  trA.-i. 
them  doctrines  contrary  to  what  the  state  ap- 
proves, the  magistrate  may  and  ought  to  rcstnoa 
nim.**  Sbwabd.  ^  Would  you  restrain  pri^Air 
conversation.  Sir?**  Jobhsoh.  ^lUiy,  Sj. 
it  is  difficult  to  say  where  private  coavcna;.*c 
begins,  and  where  it  ends.  If  we  three  fthuu  ■: 
discuss  even  the  great  question  ooooemin^  :a. 
existence  of  a  Supreme  Being  by  oonad^iK 
we  should  not  be  restrained ;  for  that  wuw . 
be  to  put  an  end  to  all  iuprovemeBt.  Bat  J 
we  should  discuss  it  in  toe  presenee  of  :«t 
boarding-school  girls,  and  as  many  burs  I 
think  the  magistrate  would  do  well  to  pLi  a- 
in  the  stocks,  to  finish  the  debate  there. 

Lord  Hailes  had  sent  him  n  present  uf  • 
curious  little  printed  poem,  on  repairii^  tb 
university  of  Aberdeen,  by  David  MmL^/cK 
which  he  thou^^t  would  please  Johftsoo.  m 
affording  dear  evidence  that  Mallet  h^  mz*- 
peared  even  as  a  literary  character  bv  ::< 
name  of  MaUoek;  his  ^^*"y»*g  which  Ui  «n« 
of  softer  sound  had  given  J(&naon 


introduce  him  into  nis  Dictionary,  udi 
article  AUa$,*    This  piece  was,  I  sappn 


r.  t^ 


c. 


of  Mallet*s  first  essays.  It  is  prescned  in  k» 
works,  with  several  variations.  Tnhnswn  ki«> 
ing  read  aloud,  from  the  begtnnii^  of  it.  vW- 
there  were  some  commonplaoe  MMiticM  • 
to  the  superiority  of  ancient  timns : — **  Hf « 
false,**  said  he,  *'is  all  thia,  to  s^  t^  *a 
ancient  times  learning  was  not  n  di^gnee  u  a 
peer,  as  it  is  now !  *    In  aneieBt  tines  a  bh? 


1  Mr.  LufftaB.    Ifitf.  n».  IBS.  191  .Cmncss. 

9  Malloeh,  m  Mr.  Blndl«3r  ebmrrm  to  »•,  •*oaolteiMid  to 
writa  bU  omm  Uiim.  ^fUr  kt  cmw  taLomim,  HSi  Tcrm 
preftxed  to  the  Moond  •dlttoo  of  Thomaoo*!  *  Wlator  *  m  to 
ftttbtcribed.  and  m  are  hU  Lcttort  written  In  London,  and  . 

Kbltabad  a  few  yaan  afo  to  '  Tb«  Em  ayen  Masaslna ;  * 
t  b«  soon  altorwarda  adoptod  tbe  altaratkoo  to  Mallat.  tor  I 
b«  to  M  caUad  to  tba  Hit  of  mbMrfben  to  Sari^*t  Hlieal-  i 
lantat,  prtotod  to  ITSSt  and  tboBcafarward  unftona^  MoflM,  , 


Ignorant  as  any  one  dae.     He  w.«j.'^ 
have  been  nngry  to  have  it  thought  be 
write  his  name.    Men  In  ancient 
to  stand  forth  with  a  degree  of 
which  nobody  would  now  dare  to 
I  am  always  angi^  when  I  kei^  aniiint  t.n 
praised  at  ^  eaqienae  of  moden 


to  an  MBwrlctoss.'*~M 


to 

fWilv  n 

ml  toet  k,  that  H 
•dittoM,b«w«i 
to  l7St.~J 
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is  now  a  gremt  deal  more  learning  in  the  world 
than  there  was  formerly ;  for  it  is  uniTersally 
diffused.  You  have,  perhaps,  no  man  who 
knows  as  much  Greek  and  Latin  as  Bentlej ; 
no  man  who  knows  as  much  mathematics  as 
Newton :  but  you  have  many  more  men  who 
know  Greek  and  Latin,  and  who  know  mathe- 
matics.** 

On  Thursday,  1st  May,  I  risited  him  in  the 
evening  along  with  young  Mr.  Burke.  He 
sai'I,  **It  is  strange  that  uiere  should  be  so 
little  reading  in  the  world,  and  so  much  writ- 
ing. People  in  general  do  not  willingly  read, 
if  they  can  have  any  thing  else  to  amuse  them. 
There  must  be  an  externu  impulse;  emulation, 
or  vanity,  or  avarice.  The  progress  which  the 
understanding  makes  througn  a  book  has  more 
pain  than  pleasure  in  it.  Language  is  scanty 
and  inadequate  to  express  the  nice  gradations 
and  mixtures  of  our  reelings.  No  man  reads 
a  book  of  science  from  pure  inclination.  The 
books  that  we  do  read  with  pleasure  are  li^ht 
compositions,  which  contain  a  quick  succession 
of  events.  However,  I  have  this  vear  read  all 
Virgil  through.  I  read  a  book  of  the  ^neid 
every  nigiit,  so  it  was  done  in  twelve  nights, 
antl  1  hftd  a  great  delight  in  it.  The  Greoi^ics 
did  not  give  me  so  much  pleasure,  except  the 
fourth  book.  The  Eclogues  I  have  almost  all 
l^)y  heart.  I  do  not  think  the  story  of  the 
.Cneid  interesting.  I  like  the  story  of  the 
0«lyssey  much  better ;  and  th»  not  on  account 
of  the  wonderful  things  which  it  contains;  for 
there  are  wonderful  things  enough  in  the 
.Eneid ;  —  the  ships  of  the  Trojans  turned  to 
«-*n-nymphs, — the  tree  at  Polydorus*s  tomb 
dropping  blood.  ITie  story  of  the  Odyssey  is 
:  nt4.Te9ting,  as  a  creat  part  of  it  is  domestic. 
1 1  has  been  said  Uiere  is  pleasure  in  writing, 
I»artim1ariy  in  writing  verses.  I  allow  you 
:nay  have  pleasure  from  writing  after  it  is  over, 
if*  you  have  written  well  * ;  but  you  don't  go 
willingly  to  it  again.  I  know,  when  I  have 
boen  writing  verses,  I  have  run  my  finger 
clown  the  margin,  to  see  how  many  I  £sd 
uiad<*,  and  how  few  I  had  to  make.** 

He  seemed  to  be  in  a  very  placid  humour; 
and  although  I  have  no  note  01  the  particulars 
of  young  Mr.  Burke's  conversation,  it  is  but 
justice  to  mention  in  general,  that  it  was  such 
that  Dr.  Johnson  said  to  me  afterwards,  **  He 
did  venr  weD  indeed;  I  have  a  mind  to  tell  his 
father.'^' 


u7[  WMIe  b«  palDit  h*  mjori  bb  art 


mjoTf  bu  art  X  dker  palaU 
Uw  fralt  of  bit  art.]  •*  Seneem,  —  Kbai 


#ractu  arti*. 

tflMt  Ha  Mjoft  Ow  fk'alt  of  bit  art.l  —  Seneem,  —  KSAMitt. 
^  Uriiard  Borka  dlad  Aag.  S.  1794,  In  bte  thirty  fllUi ,  _. 
^  MAMm.  Tbc  food  partlalUr  of  hit  fattaar  (fBr  ioeh  It 
flnttK  ba  adalCtad  to  hava  been)  for  hU  talenta  to  oov  waU 
known.  Mr.  Burkr  It  rpfioitad,  with  a  ttlxtura  of  panonal 
and  pataraal  prkla.  lo  bava  ramarlu^  bow  axtraorolnaiy  It 
m  m  chit  Lort  Chatbaan,  Lord  Holland,  and  ba  thould  aach 
fe^vff  iMd  a  MO  lo  Moarlor  to  tbair  fatban.  —  Caoaaa. 

^  t>K  to  ba  laMimbaffd  by  tboM  wboaeniM  Dr.  Johnaoa 
of  nilbmUty.  that  both  wera  Seoiekmm.  ~  Boawiu.. 

«  OaihaMoTllayJolinMndloadwIth  Mn.  GarrMk,  nd 
glvai  Iha  fiiUoiriBf  aalabla  aaoooat  of  hta  t -. 


JOHNSON  TO  REYNOLDS. 

••  May  S.  J785. 
**  DcAK  SIl^  —  The  gentleman  who  waita  on  you 
with  this  is  Mr.  Cruiksluinka,  who  wishes  to  su<s 
ceed  his  friend  Dr.  Hunter  as  professor  of  anatomy 
in  the  Royal  Academy.  His  qualifications  are  very 
generally  known,  and  it  adds  dignity  to  the  institu- 
tion that  such  men'  are  candidates.  I  am.  Sir,  «\c., 

**  Sam.  Johkson.*' 

I  have  no  minute  \  of  any  interview  with 
Johnson  till  Thorsday,  Maj  15th,  when  I  Hnd 
what  follows :  Boswbll.  ^  I  wissh  much  to 
be  in  parliament,  Sir.**  Johhsoh.  ^^Why,' 
Sir,  unless  you  come  resolved  to  support  any 
administration,  you  would  be  the  worse  for 
being  in  parliament,  because  you  would  be 
obliged  to  live  more  expensively.**  Boswell. 
^  P^aps,  Sir,  I  should  be  the  less  hapny  for 
being  in  parliament.  I  never  would  seil  my 
vote,  and  I  should  be  vexed  if  things  went 
wrong.**  Jobhson.  "That's  cant,  Sir.  It 
would  not  vex  you  more  in  the  House  than  in 
the  gallery :  public  affairs  vex  no  man.**  Bos- 
wbll. ^^Have  not  they  vexed  yourself  a 
little.  Sir  P  Have  not  ^ou  been  vexed  by  all  the 
turbulence  of  this  reigiif  and  by  that  absurd 
vote  of  the  House  of  Gsmmons,  *'  That  the  in- 
fluence of  the  crown  has  increased,  is  increas- 
ing, and  ought  to  be  diminished?***  Johhsoh. 
**  Sir,  I  have  never  slept  an  hour  less,  nor  eat 
an  ounce  less  meat.  I  would  have  knocked 
the  factious  dogs  on  the  head,  to  be  sure; 
but  I  was  not  vexed^  Boswux.  "  I  declare. 
Sir,  upon  my  honour,  I  did  imagine  I  was 
vexed,  and  took  a  pride  in  it;  but  it  uvis, 
peihapi,  cant ;  for  I  own  I  neither  eat  less  nor 
slept  leas.**  Jorhsoh.  "  My  dear  friend,  clear 
your  wind  of  cant.  Tou  maj  Udk  as  other 
people  do ;  you  may  say  to  a  man,  *  Sir,  I  am 
your  humble  servant.*  Tou  are  wft  his  most 
humble  servant.  Tou  may  say,  'These  are 
bad  times ;  it  is  a  melancholy  thing  to  be 
reserved  to  such  times.*  Tou  don*t  mind  the 
times.  Tou  tell  a  man, '  I  am  sorry  you  had 
such  bad  weather  the  last  day  of  your  journey, 
and  were  so  much  wet.*  Tou  don*t  care  six- 
pence whether  he  is  wet  or  dry.  Too  may 
talk  in  this  manner ;  it  is  a  mode  of  talking  in 
soeiety ;  but  don*t  tkimh  foolishly .** 

I  talked  of  living  in  the  country.  Jovmoii. 
^Doii*t  set  «p  for  what  is  called  hoapitaUly; 


m%  ha4  a  dtenar  at 


**  Magr.  a.  iTta 

av  m%  naa  a  onmar  at  doom,—  Mrs.  Carter,  MIm 
HaBBOtoo,  the  Kcnnkocu.  and  Dr.  Jotaosoa.  Poor  JohnMs 
auvtad  hianair  ascaadlngly ;  bat  ba  was  vary  m,  and  looked 
so  draadlbltjr.  Cbal  It  aulu  fr«e?ed  mm.  Hto  ■tefcDe«  smbs 
to  bava  softaBad  taU  salnd,  vUbaot  baTfoa  at  all  vcakaMd  U. 
1  was  itnadi  witb  tba  ailkl  radlaaea  oTtkb  settbic  Mm-  Wa 
bad  but  a  somII  partf  of  sueb  of  bU  IHends  as  wa  karv 
would  ba  aKMC  sfreaaMa  to  htai,  and  as  wa  wars  all  vary 
altantlva  and  paid  btaa  tbo  btaaage  ba  both  oBpaels  and 
dasorvas,  ba  was  vary  eoaaunlrattve,  and,  of  oourso.  In- 
stnicttvo  and  daUfbtftd  te  tba  blfhasl  dagrm**  Mmm.  t 
~CBoaaa,ISI7. 
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it  is  a  \!raste  of  time,  and  a  waste  of  money  :  you 
are  eaten  up,  and  not  the  more  respected  for 
your  liberality.  If  your  house  be  like  an  inn, 
nobody  cares  for  you.  A  man  who  stays  a 
week  with  another  makes  him  a  slave  for  a 
week.**  BoswBLL.  **  But  there  are  people. 
Sir,  who  moke  their  houses  a  home  to  their 
guests,  and  are  themselves  quite  easy.**  Jobn- 
soN.  ^  Then,  Sir,  home  must  be  the  same  to 
the  guests,  and  they  need  not  come.*' 

llere  he  discovered  a  notion  common  enough 
in  persons  not  much  accustomed  to  entertain 
company,  that  there  must  be  a  degree  of 
elaborate  attention,  otherwise  company  will 
think  themselves  neglected:  and  such  attention 
is  no  doubt  very  fatiguing.  He  proceeded  : 
**  I  would  not,  however,  be  a  stranger  in  my 
own  country ;  I  would  visit  my  neighbours, 
and  receive  their  visits ;  but  I  would  not  be 
in  haste  to  return  visits.  If  a  gentleman  comes 
to  see  me,  I  tell  him  he  does  me  a  great  deal 
of  honour.  I  do  not  go  to  see  him,  perhaps, 
for  ten  weeks ;  then  we  are  veipr  complaisant 
to  each  other.  No,  Sir,  you  will  have  much 
more  influence  by  giving  or  lending  money 
where  it  is  wanted,  tnan  by  hospitality.** 

On  Saturday,  May  17.,  X  saw  nim  for  a  short 
time.  Having  mentioned  that  I  had  that 
morning  been  with  old  Mr.  Sheridan,  he  re- 
membered their  former  intimacy  with  a  cordial 
warmth,  and  said  to  me,  "  Tell  Mr.  Sheridan,  I 
shall  be  glad  to  see  him  and  shake  hands  with 
him.**  BoswBix.  ^  It  is  to  me  very  wonderful 
that  resentment  should  be  kept  up  so  long.** 
JouNson.  "Why,  Sir,  it  is  not  altogether 
resentment  that  he  does  not  visit  me;  it  is 
partly  falling  out  of  the  habit, — partly  disgust^ 
such  as  one  has  at  a  drug  that  has  made  him 
sick.  Besides,  he  knows  that  I  laugh  at  his 
oratory.** 

Another  day  I  spoke  of  one  of  our  frienda, 
of  whom  he,  aa  well  as  I,  had  a  very  high  opi* 
He  expatiated  in  his  praise;  but  added. 


nion. 


"  Sir,  he  is  a  cursed  Whig,  a  botUmdes*  Whig, 
as  they  all  are  now.**  * 

I  mentioned  my  expectations  from  the  in- 
terest of  an  eminent  person  '  then  in  power ; 
adding,  "  But  I  have  no  claim  but  the  claim 


1  Mr.  Burke, —who,  however,  prored  hlmielf,  oa  the 
French  Rerolutloii,  not  to  be  a  bauimku  Whiff,  mUit  p.  A09. 
—  Ckokbs. 

*  Probeblj  Lord  MounUttwrt.— Ckokik. 

*  Frances,  efterwardt  Mad.  D'Arblajr,  bom  In  Jidf,  ITU. 
had  published  "  BTelina,"  at  the  Utter  end  or  January,  I77S, 
and  *•  Cecilia"  In  the  autumn  of  17SS.  It  was  stated  and 
beliered  that  the  wai  only  tepemieem  when  she  turprtaed  tho 
world  b/  her  *'  ETelina  \  **^  It  now  appean  that  the  was  near 
twent^-trven — an  Inportant  dlflbreuce.  —  Caoua,  I8SI-47. 

*  In  Mr.  Barry's  pnoted  analrtli  or  description  of  these 
pictures,  he  speaks  of  Johnson^s  chanicter  m  the  highest 
terms.— BoewiLL.  They  are  itilltobe  seen,  in  the  great 
room  of  the  SiocietT  of  Arts  In  the  Adelphl. — CiORxa. 

*  Before  Boswell  left  town  he  was  negotiating  another 
dinner  with  Dr.  Johnson  and  Mr.  Wilkes  at  the  house  of  the 
latter ;  but  Johnson  was  pre-engaged. 

BOSWBLL  TO  WILKES. 

*  Wednesday.  May  21. 17M. 
«*  Mr.  Boswell's  eomplhnents  to  Mr.  Wilkes.    He  rrjolcea 
to  find  he  Is  so  much  better  as  to  be  abroad.    He  finds  that  It 


of  friendship ;  however,  some  neople  will  go  a 
great  way  from  that  motive.**  Johssob.  ^  Sir, 
they  will  go  all  the  way  from  that  motiTe.**  A 
gentleman  talked  of  retiring ;  —  ^  Never  think 
of  that,**  said  Johnson.  The  centleman  urj^tl, 
"•  I  should  then  do  no  ilL**  Johm  son.  *^  Xur 
no  good  either.  Sir,  it  would  be  a  di^ 
suicide.** 

On  Monday,  May  26.,  I  found  him  at  tea, 
and  the  celebrated  Miss  Bumey ',  the  antW 
of  ''Evelina**  and  '' Cecilia,*^ with  him.  I 
asked  if  there  would  be  any  speaker*  in  par- 
liament, if  there  were  no  places  to  be  obtained. 
JoHBSOH.  ''Yes,  Sir.  Whv  do  jou  sp-ak 
here  ?  Either  to  instruct  and  entertain,  whiv^ 
is  a  benevolent  motive;  or  for  distinctiiA. 
which  is  a  selfish  motive.**  I  mentioocfi 
"Cecilia.**  Johzcson.  (with  an  air  of  aaimateJ 
satisfaction.)  "  Sir,  if  you  talk  €€  *  Cedlii,* 
talk  on.** 

We  talked  of  Mr.  Barry*s  exhlKutkn  of  hl^ 

Eictures.  Johksox.  "  Whatever  the  hand  ma? 
ave  done,  the  mind  has  done  its  part.  TV:^: 
is  a  grasp  of  mind  there  which  you  find  ih^ 
where  else.**  * 

I  asked  whether  a  man  natuiali j  Tirtnou. 
or  one  who  has  overcome  wicked  indinatioas 
is  the  best  Johrsom.  "  Sir,  to  jfov,  the  bsc 
who  has  overcome  wicked  indiaatioiit  is  tkK 
the  best.  He  has  more  merit  to  him»ri/  I 
would  rather  trust  my  money  to  a  nan  wbi 
has  no  hands,  and  so  a  physical  Hipnwihii-T* 
to  steal,  than  to  a  man  of  the  moat  huaoi 
TOinciples.  There  is  a  witty  satirical  atorr  v^ 
Foote.  He  had  a  small  bust  of  Garrick  pl^j 
upon  his  bureau.  'You  may  be  aujpiisL'C* 
said  he,  '  that  I  allow  him  to  be  so  near  my 
sold;  — but    you  will    obaenre    he    has  si 

On  Friday,  May  29.',  being  to  aet  ost  nr 
Scotland  next  morning,  I  passed  a  part  of  ti: 
day  with  him  in  more  than  usual  eamertBLs^ 
as  his  health  was  in  a  more  precaiioi 
than  at  any  time  when  I  had  parted  fivn 
He,  however,  was  ^uick  and  lively,  asd 
as  usual  I  mentioned  one  who  was  a  var' 
learned  man.  Jobxsoh.  ^Yea*  Sr,  he  ^ 
a  great  deal  of  learning;  bnt  is   anvr  bo 


would  not  he  nnnleaaaiit  to  Dr.  J< 

Wilkes's.    The  thine  would  be  ao 

were  e  pity  It  should  not  take 

well  should  be  asked  to  meet  tl 

for  Seotland  on  Friday  the  SOth.    If; 

to  the  doctor  oa  Monday,  Tneeday.  or  W* 

delay.  It  U  to  be  hoprd  he  would  be  ixed; 

aeottoMr.BoeweU.** 

BOSWBLL  TO  MB.  AMD  MISS 

«*  Mr.  BoeweU  presents  Ms 
Miss  Wilkes ;  eneloees  Dr, 
much  that  so  afreeftble  a 
year,  as  Mr.  Boewell  Is  to  sec  out  9c 
Hopes  Mr.  Wilkes  wUl  write  to  Ida 


'*  Dr.  Johnson  rstoms  thaaks  to  Mr.  ad 
thdr  kind  InTltatkm ;  bat  be  is 
Joshua  Beynolds  and  fisr  Wi 
CnoKsa. 


I 
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Straight.  There  in  never  one  idea  by  the  side 
of  another;  'tis  all  entangled:  and  then  he 
drives  it  so  awkwardly  upon  conversation  I " 

I  stated  to  him  an  anxious  thought,  hj  which 
m  sincere  Christian  might  be  disturbed,  even 
when  conscious  of  having  lived  a  good  life,  so 
lar  as  is  consistent  with  human  infirmity ;  he 
might  fear  that  he  should  afterwards  fall  away, 
and  be  guilty  of  such  crimes  as  would  render 
all  his  former  religion  vain.  Could  there  be, 
upon  this  awful  subject,  such  a  thing  as  ba- 
lancing of  accounts  f  Suppose  a  man  who  has 
led  a  good  Ufe  for  seven  years  commits  an  act 
of  wickedness,  and  instantly  4^^  I  ^^^^  ^*' 
former  good  life  have  any  effect  in  his  favour  f 
JoHM902f .  ^  Sir,  if  a  man  has  led  a  good  life 
for  seven  years,  and  then  is  hurried  by  passion 
to  do  what  is  wrong,  and  is  suddenly  carried 
off,  depend  upon  it  he  will  have  the  reward  of 
his  seven  years*  good  life :  God  will  not  take  a 
<»teh  of  him.  Upon  this  principle  Richard 
Baxter  believes  that  a  suicide  may  be  saved. 
*  If,*  says  he,  *  it  should  be  objected  that  what 
I  maintain  may  encourage  suicide,  I  answer,  I 
am  not  to  tell  a  lie  to  prevent  it*  **  Boswbll. 
**  But  does  not  the  text  say,  *  As  the  tree  falls, 
•o  it  must  lie?***  Johvson.  '* Yes,  Sir;  as 
the  tree  falls:  but,**  —  after  a  little  pause  — 
**  that  is  meant  as  to  the  general  state  of  the 
trc«,  not  what  is  the  effect  of  a  sudden  Uast** 
In  short,  he  interpreted  the  expression  as 
referring  to  eomdUiam^  not  to  pomtian.  The 
common  notion,  therefore,  seems  to  be  erro- 
neous; and  8henstone*s  witty  remark  on  divines 
trying  to  give  the  tree  a  jerk  upon  a  death- 
bed, to  make  it  lie  favourably,  b  not  well 
founded.^ 

I  asked  him  what  works  of  Richard  Baxter*s 
I  should  read.  He  said,  ^  Read  any  of  them ; 
they  arc  all  good." 

He  said,  ^  Get  as  much  force  of  mind  as  yoa 
can.  Live  within  your  income.  Always  have 
something  saved  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Let 
jour  imports  be  more  than  your  exports,  and 
jottli  never  go  far  wrong.** 

I  assured  him,  that  m  the  extensive  and 
warious  range  of  his  acquaintance  there  never 
bad  been  any  one  who  had  a  more  sincere 
respect  and  affection  for  him  than  I  had.  He 
said,  *"  I  beUeve  it,  Sir.  Were  I  in  distress, 
tf  lere  is  no  man  to  whom  I  should  sooner  come 
tfaan  to  yon.  I  should  like  to  come  and  have 
»   cottage  in  your  park,  toddle   about,  live 


1  **  When  m  trM  li  lUllaff,  I  1uit«  Men  CIm  liboarert,  bj  m 
crHUI  )ctk  with  m  rope,  throw  ft  upon  th«  spot  where  thcj 
wooht  with  it  to  lie.  Dlvlnet,  omlentHidlnf  thli  text  too 
Itt^rralljr.  pretenrf,  bf  n  little  Interpoeitloo  in  the  ertlcle  of 
i«  to  recolate  a  pereon*e  ererlMtiny  hepplneM."  SAnu 
'§  W9rka,  vol.  11.  p.  07.  I  wonder  Johnion  did  not  re- 
tlwt  In  the  nnthorlied  ▼crtlon  (acreeiog  with  the  Sep- 
ftnaslnc,  iIm  Vulgate,  and  the  Generete  and  Dooajr  vertiont) 
cH*  lest  le,  '*ifUiecUmdshefitU <^r€tin,  tkew  ewiptwtke»uel»e$ 
mmtm  the  tmrik;  mmd  ijtkt  trttj^li  iowr4  tkemmiM,  or  toward 
/A«  t^rtk^  tkert  tt  tkmU  bff  and  that  the  whole  contact,  the 
J I  tihmhmA  headlBf  of  the  chapter,  and  tlie best  commeolaton, 
«^ ranger,  Poole,  Pntrlch,  Henry,  and  Seott,  _  all  concur  that 
t  »v«  otaiert  of  the  exhortation  U  ekmrit^^  and  that  It  haa  no 
whataoever  to  the  ■plrltual  state  of  man,  at  or  after 


mostly  on  milk,  and  be  token  core  of  by  Mrs. 
Boswell.  She  and  I  are  good  friends  now ; 
are  we  not?'* 

Talking  of  devotion,  he  said,  ^<  Though  it  be 
true  that '  God  dwelleth  not  in  temples  made 
with  hands,*  yet  in  this  state  of  oeing  our 
minds  are  more  piously  affected  in  places  ap- 
propriated to  divine  worship,  than  in  others. 
Some  people  have  a  particular  room  in  their 
houses  where  they  say  their  prayers ;  of  whicb 
I  do  not  disapprove,  as  it  may  animate  their 
devotion.** 

He  embraced  me,  and  gave  me  his  blessing, 
as  usual,  when  I  was  leaving  him  for  any 
length  of  time.  I  walked  from  this  door  to- 
day with  a  fearful  apprehension  of  what  might 
happen  before  I  returned. 

JOHNSON  TO  THE  RIGHT  HON.  W. 

WINDHAM. 

"  London,  Majr  31. 1783. 
**  Sto,  —  The  briDger  of  this  letter  is  the  father 
of  Mim  Philips',  a  Bingcr,  who  comes  to  try  her 
voice  on  the  stage  at  Dublin.  Mr.  Philips  is  one 
of  my  old  friends ;  and  as  I  am  of  opinion  that 
neither  he  nor  his  daughter  will  do  any  thing  that 
can  disgrace  their  bendhctors,  I  take  the  liberty  of 
entreating  you  to  countenance  and  protect  them  sa 
far  as  may  be  suitable  to  your  stadon  *  and  charac- 
ter, and  shall  consider  myself  as  obliged  by  any 
fiivourable  notice  which  they  shall  have  the  honour 
of  rsettving  from  you.    I  am,  Sir,  &c., 

**  Sam.  Johxsox.** 


The  following  is  another  instance  of  his 
active  benevolence :  — 

JOHNSON  TO  REYNOLD& 

•*  Jane  1 1783. 
"  DxAS  Sia,  —  I  have  sent  you  aomeof  my  god- 
son's performances,  of  which  I  do  not  prctctid  to 
fonn  any  opinion.  When  I  took  the  liberty  of 
mentioning  him  to  you,  I  did  not  know  what  I  have 
since  been  told,  that  Mr.  Moser  had  admitted  him 
among  the  studenu  of  the  Academy.  What  more 
can  be  done  for  him,  I  earnestly  entreat  you  to  con- 
sider ;  for  I  am  very  desirous  that  he  should  derive 
some  advanUge  from  my  connection  with  him.  If 
you  are  inclined  to  see  him,  I  will  bring  him  to 
wait  on  you  at  any  time  that  you  shall  be  pleased 
to  appoint.     I  am.  Stir,  &e., 

*<  Sam.  JoBxsoir.'* 


death.  Onr  earlier  Bibles,  which  are  fonowed  bv  the  Bomiig 
on  Proper,  gtTe.  '*  H'ktre  the  treg  falU  •  •  •  tkert  it  l^eik  t  ^* 
and  the  Biakopd'  B»hU  add*  a  note.  *<  /m  what  ttmie  »  man 
4»etk,  im  tkmt  he  ikmU  he  Jmdgtd,**  But  this  interpretation, 
tnottsh  io  frequentljr  adopte«r  I*.  ••  I  have  said,  reject*^  by 
the  beet  eoaaneotalors,  and  Indred  aeema.  if  not  abaoloteljr 
ttntntelllgiUe,  at  lea*t  hiconitatcot  with  tho  whole  scope  of 
the  chapter.  ^Caoaaa.  IMM?. 

*  Now  the  celebrated  Mrs.  Crooefa BoawsiX.    She  died 

In  October.  1S05.  «t  4&  —  CaoKia. 

*  Mr.  ^  indham  was  at  this  time  in  Dobtia,  secretary  to 
the  Earl  of  Korthlnirton.  then  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland.  ~ 
BoswBLt.  He  held  this  oflloe  a  very  thort  time,  findinir,  or, 
as  1  believe,  fancjrinf ,  that  It  was  too  much  for  his  nerrous 
system.    See  «M<i,  p  734.  n.  1. »  Caoaaa,  IS«7. 
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[JOHNSON  TO  MR&  THRALE. 
(Exiraet) 

**  Loudon,  Jane  IS.  1783.1 
"  Seward  called  on  me  yesterday.  He  is  going  — 
only  for  a  few  weeks  —  first  to  Fm%  and  then  to 
Flanders,  to  contemplate  the  pictures  of  Claude 
Loraine ;  and  he  a.sked  me  if  that  was  not  as  good 
a  way  as  any  of  spending  time  —  that  time  which 
returns  no  more ;  of  which,  howerer,  a  great  part 
seems  to  be  very  foolishly  spent,  even  by  the  wisest 
and  the  best 

Poor  Lawrence'  and  his  youngest  son  died  almoat 
on  the  same  day.] 
—  LeUen. 

My  anxious  apprehensioDB  at  parting  with 
him  this  year  proved  to  be  but  too  well 
founded;  for  not  long  afterwards  he  had  a 
dreadful  stroke  of  the  palsy,  of  which  there 
are  very  Anil  and  accurate  accounts  in  letters 
written  by  himself,  to  show  with  what  com- 
posure of  mind  and  resignation  to  the  Divine 
will  his  steady  piety  enabled  him  to  behave. 

JOHNSON  TO  ALLEN. 

**JufMl7.178S. 
**  It  has  pleased  God  this  morning  to  deprive  me 
of  the  powers  of  speech ;  and  as  I  do  not  know  but 
that  it  may  be  hie  further  good  pleasure  to  deprive 
me  soon  of  my  senses,  I  request  you  will,  on  the 
receipt  of  this  note,  oome  to  me,  and  act  Ibr  me  as 
the  exigences  of  my  case  may  require;     J  am,  &&» 

'*  Sam.  Jobvson.** 

JOHNSON  TO  TAYLOR. 


•( 


**  Jons  17. 17SS. 
DxAK  Sib,  —  It  hss  pleased  God,  by  a  para- 
lytic stroke  in  the  night,  to  deprive  me  of  speech. 
I  am  very  desirous  of  Dr.  Heberden*s  assistance,  as 
I  think  my  ease  is  not  past  remedy.  Let  me  see 
you  as  soon  as  it  ia  possible.  Bring  Dr.  Heberden 
with  yon,  if  you  can ;  but  eome  yourself  at  all 
events.  I  am  glad  you  are  so  well  when  I  am  so 
dreadfully  attacked. 

**  I  think  that  by  a  speedy  application  of  stimu- 
lants mueh  may  be  done.  I  question  if  a  vomit, 
vigorous  and  rough,  would  not  rouse  the  organs  of 
speech  to  action.  As  it  is  too  early  to  send,  I  will 
try  to  raoollect  what  I  ean  that  can  be  suspected  to 
have  brought  on  this  dreadful  distress. 

**  1  have  been  aeeustomed  to  bleed  frequently  fbr 
an  asthmatie  complaint;  but  have  fbrebome  fbr 
some  time  by  Dr.  Pepjrs's  persuasion,  who  per- 
ceived my  legs  beginning  to  swell.  I  sometimes 
alleviate  a  painful,  or,  more  properly,  an  oppres- 
sive constriction  of  my  chest,  by  opiates ;  and  have 
latdy  taken  opium  frequently ;  but  the  last,  or  two 
last  times,  in  smaller  quantities.  My  largest  dose 
is  three  graina,  and  last  night  I  took  but  two.  You 


*  1  cannot  account  for  th«  data  of  this  latter,  nMntkmlns 
the  dasclM  of  Dr.  Lawrence,  who  dl«d  onljr  thai  day  at  Can- 
terbury, and  of  Mr.  Lawrcnea,  who  dlad  two  dajs  lator.  Mrs. 
Thrala**  anawar  la  Uabia  to  Uia  tasie  digculty. — Caoass, 
1847. 

>  Or.  Lawrence,  daaeended,  aa  Sir  Bgerton  Brydgea  to- 
formed  na.  from  Milten'a  friand,  waa  bora  in  1771.  dlad  in 
1783.  on  Um  11th  of  Jana.    Hia  Mm,  tbo  Bevarend  J.  Law- 


will  suggest  thew  things  (and  they  ave  all  that  I 
can  call  to  mind)  to  Dr.  Hebcfdesi.     I  aas.  Ac, 


Two  days  after  he  wrote  tims  to  Mrs 
Tlmde:  — 

JOHNSON  TO  ME&  THRALE. 
(JBafwcC.) 

'*  On  Monday,  the  16th,  I  sat  ftxr  my  picture  [to 
Mfas  Reynolds],  and  walked  a  considerable  way  wifk 
little  ineonvenience.  In  tfie  afkctnooa  and  evening  I 
fdt  myself  light  and  easy,  and  b^gan  to  plea 
of  lifie.  Thua  I  went  to  bed, 
waked  and  mt  up,  as 
when  I  felt  a  oonfbaion  and  ii 
head,  whi^  lasted,  I  suppose*  about  half  a  miaote 
I  was  alarmed,  and  prayed  God,  that  however  Sc 
might  afflict  my  body,  he  would  spare  nsy  uairr- 
standiog.  This  prayer,  tbat  I  might  try  the  la. 
tegrity  of  my  faculties,  I  made  in  Latin  veeae.  Tbe 
lines  were  not  very  good,  but  I  knew  thcaa  not  ti> 
be  very  good ;  I  made  them  eanly,  and  condnda^ 
myself  to  be  unimpaired  in  my  frculticsL 

'•  Soon  after  I  pereeiTed  that  I  bad  soflbed  s 
paralytic  stroke,  and  that  my  speech  was  tak^v 
from  me.  I  had  no  pain,  and  so  little  dejeciiL^  :■ 
this  dreadfbl  state,  tbat  I  wondered  at  my 


apathy,  and  considered  that  perhaps 
when  it  should  eome,  would  eioifte  lea 

**  In  otdar  to  rouse  the  vocal 
drams.     Wine  has  been  celebrated 
tion  of  eloquenoe^     I  put  mysdf  into  v: 
tion,  and  I  think  repeated  it ;  but  all 
then  went  to  bed ;  and,  strange  aa  tt 
think  slept     When  I  saw  bgfat,  it 
contrive  wliat  I  should  do.     HMmgh  God 
my  speech,  he  left  me  my  hand ;  Icnjo^oda 
which  was  not  granted  to  my  dear 
rence,  who  now  perhape  overlooks 
writing,  and  r^oiecs  that  I  have 
My  6rst  note  waa  ntriismrily  to  nsy 
came  in  talking,  and  eould  not  imas 
preheod  why  he  should  rod  what  I 


tima 
twa 


**  I  then  wrote  acard  to  Mr.  £ 
have  a  diseieet  fticnd  at  haod, 
y^fcft^ti^^  reouira.     In  penniog  thi 
diflieulty:    my  hand«  I  know  i 
made  wrong  lettosu     I  then  w 
to  oome  to  me,  and  bring  Dr. 
sent  to  Dr.  Bfoeklerivy,  who  i 
My   physicians  are  very  tnm 
great  hopes;  but  you  maj 
have  so  fiur  leeoieied  my  "n 
the  Lord's  Prayer  with  no 
My  memory,  I  hope,  yet  * 
sttdi  an  wMaA  peodueea  aa 
every  faculty.** 


died  oetha  181b. 
to  Dr.  Lawranco  ( 
hla  Mm*.  ioaM 
Sooldcn  LavrsMo,  aaa  of  tbalu^fn 

—  CSOKBS. 

>  Ha  Uved  la  N 

i8<r. 
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JOHNSON  TO  DA  VIES 

<*  Jime  IS.  1783. 

**  DiAM  Sia, —  I  hftve  bad,  indeed,  a  very  bcsTy 

blow  ;  but  God,  who  yet  tpam  my  \ik,  I  buroblj 

hope  wUI  wpm  my  undcntanding  and  restore  my 

!   speech.     As  I  am  not  at  all  bel|»les>  I  want  no 

'   particular  awirtinoe,  but  am  strongly  effected  by 

Mrs.  Danei*b  tenderness;  and  wImu  I  think  the 

can  do  me  good,  shall  be  very  glad  to  call  upon 

her.     I  had  ordered  friends  to  be  shut  out ;  but 

ui)e  or  two  have  Ibund  the  way  in ;  and  if  you 

\   cume  you  shall  be  admitted ;  Ibr  I  know  not  whom 

[    I  can  see  that  will  bring  more  amusement  on  his 

tongue,  or  more  kindness  in  bis  heart.     I  am,  &e., 

**Sak.  Jomxson.** 

It  giref  me  great  nleasure  to  preaeiTe  such  a 
memorial  of  Johnsoita  regard  for  Mr.  Davies, 
to  whom  I  was  indebted  for  my  introduotion  to 
htm.'  He  indeed  lored  Davies  cordially,  of 
which  I  shall  give  the  foUowinff  little  evidence :  -^ 
One  day  when  he  had  treated  turn  with  too  much 
asperity,  Tom,  who  was  not  without  pride  and 
•ipirit,  went  off  in  a  passion ;  but  he  had  hardly 
reached  home,  when  Frank,  who  had  been 
5ent  an«r  him,  delivered  this  note:  **Come, 
(xime,  dear  Davies,  I  am  always  sorrvwhenwe 
quarrel ;  send  me  word  that  we  are  iiiends.** 

[JOHNSON  TO  MR&  THRALE. 

iBxtraeU.) 

"  ,/iaie  SO.  178S.  —  I  think  to  send  you  Ibr  some 
time  a  regular  diary.  Tou  will  forgite  the  groes 
itnagcs  that  disease  must  neocssarily  present  Dr. 
I^vrenee  said  that  medical  treatises  should  be 
al«rays  in  Latin.  I  have  had  my  head  covered 
vitli  one  ibrmidable  diffusion  of  cantbarides. 

'« I  neirer  had  any  distortion  of  the  eountenaaee 
but  what  Dr.  0roeklceby  called  a  little  ^rufapMis, 
which  went  away  the  seoond  day. 

*•  I  was  this  day  direeted  to  eat  flesh,  and  I  dinad 
very  eopiously  upon  roasted  lamb  and  boiled  pease. 
I  th«n  went  to  sleep  in  a  chair ;  and  when  I  waked, 
I  found  Dt,  Brocklesby  sitting  by  me,  and  fell  to 
uiking  with  him  in  such  a  manner  as  made  me 
;;Iad,  and  I  hope  made  me  thankluL  The  doctor 
(  II  to  repeating  Juvenal's  ninth  satire;  but  I  let 
hiin  see  that  the  province  wa^  mine. 

•«  I  am  to  take  wine  to-night»  and  hope  it  will  do 
mc  good. 

•*  Jmmg  31.  —  I  had  a  comlbrtable  and  placid 
ni;cht.  My  physicians  thb  morning  thought  my 
azneodment  not  inconsiderable,  and  my  friends  who 
V  iaiced  roe  said  my  look  was  sprightly  and  cheer- 
fuL  My  disease,  whatever  it  was,  seems  eolleeted 
into  this  one  dreadful  attack. 

**  To-day  I  received  a  letter  of  consolation  from 
an  unknown  hand,  kindly  and  piously,  but  not 
enthusiastically  written.** 

*•  Jwm  23 M^  friends  tall  me  that  my  powers 

<t(  utterance  improve  daily,  and  Dr.    Hcberden 
declares  he  hopes   to  And  me   well   to*morrow. 


»  Poor  Derrick,  bowervr.  thoofb  he  did  not  hlmMlf  rotr^ 
a**e«  mf  to  Dr.  Jobiuoe,  st  \>»  promlicd.  tiad  \h»  m«rit  of 
ir.tr«sducing  me  lo  Dsviat,    the  ioBiiiedlsle  lotroducer.  — 


Palsies  are  mora  eommon  than  I  thought  I  have 
been  visited  by  four  friends,  who  have  had  each  a 
stroke,  and  one  of  them  two.** 

"  .Ame  88.  —  Your  letter  is  just  such  as  I  desire, 
and  as  from  you  I  hope  always  to  deserve. 

**  The  black  dog '  I  hope  always  to  resist,  and 
in  time  to  drive,  though  I  am  deprived  of  almost 
all  those  that  used  to  help  me.  The  neighbour* 
hood  is  impoverished.  I  had  once  Richar£on  and 
Lawrence  in  my  reach.  Mrs.  Allen  is  dead.  My 
home  has  lost  Levett ;  a  man  who  took  interest  in 
every  thing,  and  therefore  ready  at  conversation. 
Mr&  Willisnis  is  so  weak  that  she  can  be  a  com- 
panion no  longer.  When  I  rise,  my  brcakfiut  \a 
solitary ;  the  black  dog  waits  to  share  it  From 
breakfast  to  dinner  he  continues  barking,  eicept 
that  Dr.  Brocklesby  for  a  little  keeps  him  at  a  dis- 
tance. Dinner  with  a  sick  woman  you  may  ven- 
ture to  suppose  not  much  better  than  solitary. 
After  dinner,  what  remains  but  to  count  the  clock, 
and  hope  for  that  sleep  which  I  csn  scarce  expect  ? 
Night  comes  at  last,  and  some  hours  of  restlt'ssness 
and  confusion  bring  me  again  to  a  day  of  solitude. 
What  shall  exdudie  the  black  dog  from  an  habita- 
tion like  this  ?  If  I  were  a  little  richer,  I  would 
perhaps  take  some  cheerful  fomale  into  the  house. 

**Last  night  ftash  flies  \fM:tttkaTidn\  were  put  to 
my  head,  and  hindered  me  from  sleeping.  To-day 
I  fimcy  myself  incommoded  with  heat 

**  I  havck  however,  watered  the  garden  both  yes- 
terday and  to-day,  just  as  I  watered  the  laurels  in 
the  island**  \at  Stnatkam], 

**Jufy  S.  —  Dr.  Brocklesby  yesterday  dismissed 
the  cantharides,  and  I  can  now  And  a  soft  place  upon 
my  pillow.  Last  night  was  cool,  and  I  rested  well; 
and  this  morning  I  have  been  a  friend  at  a  poetical 
difficulty.  Here  is  now  a  glimpse  of  daylight 
again ;  but  how  near  u  the  evening  none  can  tell, 
and  I  will  not  prognosticate.  We  all  know  that 
from  none  of  us  it  can  be  hr  distant :  may  none 
of  us  know  this  in  vain  ! 

**  I  went,  as  I  took  care  to  boast,  on  Tuesday 
[1st  July]  to  the  Gub,  and  hear  that  t  was  thought 
to  have  performed  as  well  as  usual. 

**  I  dined  on  flsh,  with  the  wing  of  a  small  turkey- 
chick,  and  left  roast  beef,  goose,  and  venison-pie 
untouched.  I  live  much  on  pease,  and  never  had 
them  so  good  for  so  long  a  time  in  any  year  that  I 
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JOHNSON  TO  LOWE." 

**  Fr^dsf ,  Jans  M.  1781. 
*'Sia«  — You  know,   I  suppose,  that  a  sudden 


illness  makes  it  mspractieabla  to  me  to  wait  on  Mr. 
Barry*  and  the  time  ia  shorL  If  it  be  your  ^'h moo 
that  the  end  can  be  obtained  by  writing,  1  am  very 
willing  to  write,  and,  perhaps,  it  may  do  as  well  : 
it  is,  at  least,  all  that  can  ha  expeelad  at  preeaot 
from.  Sir,  your  most  humble  swant, 

•<SaM.  Joavaov.** 

**  If  you  would  have  me  writab  come  to  me ;  I 
order  your  admission.*'] 
_  JFrw/M^  MSS. 


*  See  mtf, p.  «40.  n.  I.  —  C. 

>  Amtdtt  si)  thb  dlttrcts  sad  dsBfsr,  «•  m<i  bf  tht«  «id 
■on*  iubteqarot  lettart  cornmuolssftHl  by  Mr.  Mu*  '«iid.  bis 
ladsAttlfsbie  cbsrttj  sod  Uadass*  to  Us  huaiMs  ir*«ods. 


736 


BOSWELL'S  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


17S3. 


JOHNSON  TO  MR&  PORTER. 

*'  London,  June  S5. 1783. 

**  Dear  Madam,  —  Since  the  papers  have  given 
an  account  of  my  illness,  it  is  proper  that  I  should 
give  my  friends  some  account  of  it  myself. 

**  Very  early  in  the  morning  of  the  16th'  of  this 
month  I  perceived  my  speech  taken  from  me. 
When  it  was  light  I  sat  down  and  wrote  such 
directions  as  appeared  proper.  Dr.  Heberden  and 
Dr.  Brocklesby  were  called.  Blisters  were  ap- 
plied, and  medicines  given.  Before  night  I  b^an 
to  speak  with  some  freedom,  which  has  been  in- 
creasing ever  since,  so  that  I  have  now  very  little 
impediment  in  my  utterance.  Dr.  Heberden  took 
his  leave  this  morning. 

**  Since  I  received  this  stroke  I  have  in  other  re- 
spects been  better  than  I  was  before,  and  hope  yet 
to  have  a  comfortable  summer.  Let  me, have  your 
prayers. 

**  If  writing  is  not  troublesome,  let  me  know 
whether  you  are  pretty  well,  and  bow  you  have 
passed  the  winter  and  spring. 

**  Make  my  compliments  to  all  my  friendt.     I 
am,  dear  Madam,  your  most  humble  servant, 
— -PBttTfoii  MSS,  **  Sam.  Johxsom.**] 


JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

**  London,  Julj  8. 17BS. 

**  DcAa  Sia,  —  Tour  aniiety  about  my  health  ii 
very  friendly  and  very  agreeable  with  vour  general 
kindness.  I  have  indeed  had  a  very  frightful  blow. 
On  the  17th  of  last  month,  about  three  in  the 
morning,  as  near  as  I  can  guess,  I  perceived  myself 
almost  totally  deprived  of  speech.  I  had  no  pain. 
My  organs  were  so  obstructed  that  I  could 
say  no,  but  eould  scarcely  say  yet.  I  wrote 
the  necessary  directions,  for  it  pleased  God  to 
spare  my  hand,  and  sent  for  Dr.  Heberden 
and  Dr.  Brocklesby.  Between  the  time  in  which 
I  discovered  my  own  disorder,  and  that  in  which  I 
sent  for  the  doctors,  I  had,  I  believe,  in  spite  of  my 
surprise  and  solicitude,  a  little  sleep,  and  nature 
began  to  renew  its  operations.  They  came  and 
gave  the  directions  which  the  disease  required,  and 
ftom  that  time  I  have  been  continually  improving 
in  articulation.  I  can  now  speak ;  but  the  nervei 
are  weak,  and  I  cannot  continue  discourse  long ; 
but  strength,  I  hope,  will  return.  The  physicians 
consider  me  as  cured.  I  was  last  Sunday  at 
church.  On  Tuesday  I  took  an  airing  to  Hamp- 
stead,  and  dined  with  the  Club,  where  Lord  Pal- 
merston  was  proposed,  and,  against  My  opinion,  was 
rejected.'  I  designed  to  go  next  week  with  Mr. 
Langton  to  Rochester,  where  I  purpose  to  stay 
about  ten  days,  and  then  try  some  other  air.  I 
have  many  kind  invitations.  Your  brother  has 
very  frequently  inouired  after  me.  Most  of  mj 
friends  have,  indeed,  been  very  attentive.  Thank 
dear  Lord  Hailes  for  his  present. 

**  1  hope  you  found  at  your  return  every  thing 
gay  and  prosperous,  and  your  lady,  in  particular. 


1  MUUk<>  for  mh.—CiioKKB. 

s  Hit  loniship  was  loon  after  cbowa,  and  U  now  a  mem- 
ber  of  thf  Club —  Boswbll. 
'  She  >n(in  rKurncd,  and  attended  him  In  hit  last  lUnets. 

—  CRoKrR    IH47. 

*  Dtirme  hit  llln^M  Mr.  Mtirphr  rUited  him,  and  found 
hiTT>  r»'aiiii(j  I>r.  WHttoa's  Chpriiictrv :  nrtlculating  with 
ditficulty,  hf>  »atd.  **  From  this  book  he  who  knows  nothiog 
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quite  recovered  and  oonfirmcd.     Pay  her  my  re> 
spects.     I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c.        Sax.  JoavsoK.* 

JOHNSON  TO  MR&  PORTER. 

"•London,  Jaljr  ft.  174 

**  DsAn  MAnAM ,  ^  The  aceoanC  wbich  yoo  prr 
of  your  health  is  but  melandioly.  May  if  plv. 
God  to  restore  you.  My  disease 
speech,  and  still  continues,  in  some  degree*  to  o4> 
struct  mv  utterance ;  my  voice  is  disiincC  enovsr^ 
for  a  while,  but  the  oigans  bdng  sdll  weak  a.*? 
quickly  weary ;  but  in  other  respects  I  acu  1 
think,  rather  better  than  I  have  lately  been,  aci 
can  let  you  know  my  state  without  the  hdp  of  arr 
other  hand.  In  the  opinion  of  my  frienda.  and  ^ 
my  own,  I  am  gradually  mending.  The  pbysidj*:* 
consider  me  as  cured,  and  I  had  leave  fear  dby«  ^r> 
to  wash  the  eantharides  from  my  hfdL  Lue 
Tuesday  I  dined  at  the  Gub. 

<*  I  am  going  neit  week  into  Kent,  mnd  puiy^w 
to  ehange  the  air  frequently  this  miiimii  :  wbctbtr 
I  shall  wander  so  fiv  as  Staflbidafaire  I  fanf  tnl 
I  should  be  glad  to  come.  ReCm  mj  thanks  t» 
Mrs.  Cobb,  and  Mr.  Pearson,  and  all  that  ha^ 
shown  attention  to  me.  Let  ua,  my  dear,  piay  L: 
one  another,  and  consider  our  soAringa  aa  nocica 
mercifully  given  us  to  prepare  ourselves  for  aBocfatf 
fUtc. 

**  I  live  now  but  in  a  melancholy  way.  My  oli 
friend  Mr.  Levett  is  dead,  who  lived  with  me  ia  tte 
house,  and  was  useful  and  companioeBblr ;  Mrv 
Desmoulins  is  gone  away  ' ;  and  Mra.  WiDfaKs  w 
so  much  decayed  that  she  can  add  little  to 
gratifications.  The  wortd  passes  away,  ai 
passing  with  it ;  but  there  is,  doobdcaa 
world,  whieh  will  endure  for  ever.  Let  as  a2i  e 
ouiaeWcs  for  it.     I  anit  Ac,       Sam.  J( 
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Such  was  the  general  Tigour  of  Im 
tatioii,  that  he  recoTered  from  \ ' ' 
and  terere  attack  with  wonderfril 
80  that  in  July  he  was  able  to  naloe  a 
Mr.  Langton  at  Rochester,  where  he 
about  a  fortnight,  and  made  little 
easily  as  at  any  time  of  his  life. 


JOHNSON  TO  MRa  THRALE. 


**  I  have  been  thirteen  days  at 
am  now  Just  returned.     I  cam 
common  boat,  twenty  miles  for 
when  I  landed  at  Billingsgate  I 
myself  to  Comhill  before  I  could  gic  a 
was  not  much  incommoded." 

«*  Ai^mtt  IS.  —Of  this  world,  an 
present  me  as  delighting  to  livcw  I  am 
Since  I  came  home  I  have  only 
once  to  Bumey*s,  once  to  Puadi**^ 


mar  Icam  a  great  deal,  and  W  who 
find  hU  knowlcds*  recalled  to  Ms 
pleaiiiig."  Lfff,  p.m.  Murpbt 
of  AufftisC  be  set  out  for  Lirhreld  . 
Porter ;  and  In  hit  way  back  paui  hi* 
at  Oxford.  But  it  yrcnt  certain  ih 
terral  go  to  Lichfield,  and  I  borria 
excurtion  to  Oxford.  —  C 
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Re]molds*t.  With  Burney  I  nv  Dr.  Rose,  his 
nev  relation,  with  whom  I  hare  been  many  yean 
acquainted.  If  I  diacovered  no  reliques  of  dis- 
ease, I  am  glad ;  but  Fanny's  trade  is  fiction.* 

**  I  hate  since  partaken  of  an  epidemical  dis- 
order :  but  eommon  evils  produce  no  dejection. 

**  Paradiw's company,  I  fancy,  disappointed  him; 
I  remember  nobody.  With  Reynolds  was  the 
Archbishop  of  Tuam,  a  man  coarse  of  voice  and 
inelegant  of  language.* 

"  1  am  now  broken  with  disease,  without  the 
alleriation  of  lamiliar  friendship  or  domestic 
society ;  I  have  no  middle  state  between  clamour 
and  silence,  between  general  conversation  and  self- 
tomenting  solitude.  J^vett  is  dead,  and  poor 
Williams  is  making  haste  to  die:  I  know  not  if  she 
will  ever  come  out  of  her  chamber. 

*'  I  am  now  quite  alone ;  but  let  me  turn  my 
thoughts  another  way.** 

**  Aupui  sa  ^-  This  has  been  a  day  of  great  emo- 
tion ;  the  office  of  the  communion  for  the  sick  Ium 
been  performed  in  poor  Mrs.  Williams's  chamber.  A  t 
home  I  see  almost  all  my  companions  dead  or  dying. 
At  Oiford  I  have  just  lost  Wheeler,  the  man  with 
vhom  I  most  delighted  to  converse.  The  sense  of 
ny  own  diseases,  and  the  sight  of  the  world  sink- 
ing round  me,  oppress  me  perhaps  too  much.  I  hope 
that  all  these  admonitions  will  not  be  vain,  and  that 
1  ihall  learn  to  die  as  dear  Williams  is  dying,  who 
vat  Tery  cheerful  before  and  after  thisaiKul  solem- 
nity* and  seems  to  resign  herself  with  calmness  and 
1^  upon  eternal  mercy. 

**  I  read  your  last  kind  letter  with  great  delight; 
kut  when  I  came  to  hve  and  honour,  what  sprung 
in  my  mind  ?  — -  How  loved,  how  honoured  onee, 
««aiit  thee  not. 

**  1  sst  to  Mrs.  Reynolds  yesterday  for  my  pic- 
ture, perhaps  the  tenth  time ;  and  I  sat  for  three 
Itoun  with  the  patience  oi  wuniai  bom  to  bear.** 

"  Jmfutt  *J6.  —  Things  stand  with  me  much  as 
they  liave  done  fur  some  time.  Mrs.  Williams 
&Mie«  now  and  then  that  she  grows  better,  but 
her  %ital  powers  appear  to  be  slowlv  burning  out 
Nobody  thinks,  however,  that  she  will  very  soon  be 
quite  wasted ;  and  as  she  suffers  me  to  be  of  very 
Imie  a«e  to  her,  I  have  determined  to  pass  some 
time  with  Mr.  Bowles,  near  Salisbury,  and  have 
taken  a  place  for  Thursday. 

**  Some  benefit  may  be  perhaps  received  from 
'kange  of  air,  some  from  change  of  company,  and 
■ome  from  mere  change  of  place.  It  is  not  easy  to 
ICrov  well  in  A  cliamlMtr  where  one  has  long  been 
»«i*  and  where  every  thing  seen,  and  every  person 
■peaking,  revives  and  impresses  images  of  pain. 
Though  it  be  true  that  no  man  can  run  away  from 
^m^f,  yet  lie  nuy  escape  from  many  causes  of 
iim;1c^  uneasiness.  That  the  mind  %»  it§  own  place, 
(•  the  boast  of  a  fallen  angel  tliat  had  learned  to 
^*f'*  K sternal  locality  lus  great  effects,  at  least 
>poa  all  embodied  beings.  I  hope  this  little 
onrney  will  afford  me  at  last  some  suspense  of 
aeisncholy.**] 


<  MIm  Fannf  Barney,  the  mo^fttst,  bad,  ft  feema.  K^rtn 
»k«  JohnMo  feared  wm  too  fanmrable  an  account  of  hlin. 
•<*«f»ara. 

*  11  rt.  Joe.  Deane  Boorke,  afterwards  Earl  of  Majro. « 

*  i'ar.  Lost,  Ik  1.  I.  SM. 
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Peere Old  Hortee.  —  Mickle'e  •«  Lneiad.**  — 

Oitian.  —  RnUefor  the  Essex  Head  Onb. 

In  Aun^st  he  went  as  for  as  the  neighbourhood 
of  Salisbury,  to  Heale,  the  seat  of  William 
Bowles,  Esq.,  a  gentleman  whom  I  have  heard 
him  praise  for  exemplary  religious  order  in  his 
family.  In  his  dlarjr  I  find  a  short  but  honour- 
able mention  of  this  visit :  —  "  August  28.,  I 
came  to  Heale  without  fatigue.  SOth.  I  am 
entertained  quite  to  my  mind." 

JOHNSON  TO  BROCKLESBY. 

**  Hesle.  near  Sallaborj,  Aug.  S9. 1783. 

"  DiAK  Sir,  —  Without  appearing  to  want  a 
just  sense  of  your  kind  attention,  I  cannot  omit  to 
l^ive  an  account  of  the  day  which  seemed  to  appear 
m  some  sort  perilous.  I  rose  at  five,  and  went  out 
at  six ;  and  liaving  reached  Salisbury  about  nine, 
went  forward  a  few  miles  in  my  friend's  chariot.  I 
was  no  more  wearied  with  the  journey,  though  it 
was  a  high -hung,  rough  coach,  than  I  should  have 
been  forty  years  aga  We  shall  now  see  what  air 
will  do.  The  country  is  all  a  plain ;  and  tlie  house 
in  which  I  am,  so  &r  as  I  can  judge  from  my  win- 
dow, for  I  write  before  I  have  left  my  chamber,  is 
sufficiently  pleasant. 

**  Be  so  kind  as  to  continue  your  attention  to 
Mrs.  Williams.  It  is  great  consolation  to  the  well, 
and  still  greater  to  the  sick,  that  they  find  them- 
selves not  neglected;  and  I  know  that  you  will  be 
desirous  of  giving  comfort,  even  where  you  have  no 
great  hope  of  giving  help. 

**  Since  I  wrote  the  former  part  of  the  letter,  I 
find  that  by  the  course  of  the  po«t  I  cannot  send  it 
before  tlie  31st     I  am,  &c,       Sam.  Joiinsok.** 

While  he  was  here,  he  had  a  letter  from  Dr. 
Brocklesb^,  acquainting  him  of  the  death  of 
Mrs.  Wilhams,  which  affected  him  a  good  deal. 
Though  for  several  vears  her  temper  had  not 
been  complacent,  she  had  valuable  qualities, 
and  her  departure  left  a  blank  in  his  house. 
Upon  this  occasion  he,  according  to  his  ha- 
bitual course  of  piety,  composed  a  prayer.^ 

I  shall  here  insert  a  few  particulars  concern- 
ing him,  with  which  I  have  been  favoured  by 
one  of  his  friends. 

**  He  had  once  conceived  the  design  of  writing 
the   IJfe  of  Oliver   Cromwell,    saying    that    he 


4  PrsTfT*  and  Meditations,  p.  196.— B.  In  hia  letter  to 
Ml«»  SuBMinah  Thrale,  Srpt.  9.,  be  tbas  writes  t  — 

"  Prsf  ibov  nwinma  this  pMujre  of  a  letter  Aom  Dr. 
Drorkl#»br:~'Mr«.  WlllUmt,  from  mere  Iniuiltloo.  hu  at 
length  |Mld  the  great  debt  to  nsture,  about  thrcs  o'clock  cbu 
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thought  it  must  be  highly  curious  to  trace  his  ex- 
traordinary  rise  to  the  suprenoe  power  from  so 
obscure  a  beginning.  He  at  length  laid  aside  his 
scheme,  on  discovering  that  all  that  can  be  told  of 
him  is  already  in  print ;  and  that  it  b  impracticable 
to  procure  any  authentic  information  in  addition  to 
what  the  world  is  already  in  possession  of.'*  * 

««  He  had  likewise  projected,  but  at  what  part  of 
his  life  is  not  known,  a  work  to  show  how  small  a 
quantity  of  »kal  ricnow  there  is  in  the  world ; 
and  that  the  same  images,  with  very  little  varia- 
tion, have  served  all  the  authors  who  have  ever 
written.*'  .     , 

«*  His  thoughts  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life  were 
frequently  employed  on  his  deceased  friends.  He 
often  muttered  these  or  such  like  sentences  :  *  Poor 
man  !  and  then  he  died.*  ** 

«  Speaking  of  a  certain  literary  friend,  <  He  is  a 
very  pompous  puzzling  fellow,*  said  he :  •  he  lent 
me  a  letter  once  that  somebody  had  written  to  him, 
no  matter  what  it  was  about ;  but  be  wanted  to 
have  the  letter  back,  and  expressed  a  mighty  value 
for  it :  he  hoped  it  was  to  be  met  with  again ;  be 
would  not  lose  it  for  a  thousand  pounds.  I  laid 
my  band  upon  it  soon  afterwards,  and  gave  it  him. 
I  believe  1  said  1  was  very  glad  to  have  met  with 
it  Ob,  then  he  did  not  know  that  it  signified  any 
thing.  So  you  sec,  when  the  letter  was  lost  it  was 
worth  a  thousand  pounds,  and  when  it  was  found 
It  was  not  worth  a  farthing.' " 

*«  The  stvle  and  character  of  his  conversation  is 
pretty  generally  known:  it  was  certainly  con- 
ducted  in  conformity  with  a  precept  of  L^rd  Bacon, 
but  it  is  n»>»  clear,  1  apprehend,  that  this  coofor- 
mttv  was  either  perceived  or  intended  by  Johnson. 
'Vhi  precept  alluded  to  bas  follows :  •  In  all  kinds 
of  speech,  either  pleasant,  grave,  severe,  or  ordi- 
narv,  it  is  convenieot  to  speak  leisurely,  and  rather 
draWlmglv  than  hastily  :  bccau^  hasty  speech  con- 
founds  the  memory,   and  oftentimes,  besides  the 


morning  (S^pt.  6.)-  She  died  without  a  straggle,  reUinIng 
her  faculties  entire  to  the  rery  last ;  and,  as  the  expressed  it, 
having  »et  her  house  in  order,  was  prepared  to  leare  it  at  the 
last  summooa  of  nature.*' 
In  his  letter  to  Mrs.  Thrale,  Sept.  «.,  he  adds :  — 
**  Poor  Williams  has,  I  hope,  seen  th«  end  of  her  aflic. 
tions.  She  acted  with  prudence,  and  she  bore  with  fortitude. 
She  has  left  me. 

'  Thou  thy  wwrj  task  hast  done. 
Home  art  gone,  and  U'en  thy  wages.* 

Had  she  had  good-humour  and  prompt  elocution,  her  oal- 
versal  curloiitr  nnd  comprehenslTe  knowled{^  would  hare 
made  her  the  delicht  of  all  that  knew  her.  She  left  her  liula 
toyourcharlty-scnool."  — Malosou 

»  Mr.  Matone  obserres,  "This,  howerer.  was  entirely  a 
mistake,  as  appears  from  the  Memoirs  published  by  Mr. 
Noble.  Had  Johntcn  been  furnUhod  with  the  materinis 
which  the  industry  of  that  gentleman  has  procured,  and  with 
others  which  it  is  believed  are  yet  preserred  in  manuscript, 
ho  would,  without  doubt,  have  produced  a  most  valuable  and 
curious  history  of  Cromwell's  life."—  Boswkll.  I  mav  add, 
that,  had  Johnson  given  us  a  Life  of  Cromwell,  we  should 
not  have  been  disgusted  In  numberless  instances  with  — 
••  My  Lord  Protector  "  and  "Mr  Lady  P«otectkk«s  ;"  and 
certainly  the  bruul  ruffian  who  presided  in  the  bloody 
assembly  that  murdered  their  soreroicn  would  have  been 
f  hurai-terlsed  by  very  different  epithet*  th.in  tho^e  whirh  are 
AppUetl  to  him  In  this  work,  where  we  find  him  described  as 
'•  Ihe  MOLD  «sd  DKTBaMiHSD  Bradshaw."  —  Malonk. 

•  Hints  for  Civil  Conversation.— JJiscon's  HorU,  4lo. 
vol.  i.  p.WI— Nalowb.  .   ^.    ,  ... 

'  1  do  not  wonder  at  Johnson's  displeasure  when  the  name 
ftf  Dr.  I*rlestlry  was  mentioned;  for  I  know  no  writer  who 
U,»  be»ii  suflV«r«d  to  publish  mora  pernicious  doctrines.  I 
•lull  InitaucQ  only  three.    Finu  MsteriaUsm  s  by  which 


UDseemlincaB,  drives  m  mao  cither  to  lUBoermt.  i 
nonplus,  or  harping  on  that  which  tbouU  fui<vv ; 
whereas  a  slow  speech  confirmetb  the  meman, 
addeth  a  eonceit  of  wisdom  to  the  besren.  bes:^ 
a  seemliness  of  q»eech  and  countenance' '  Dr 
Johnson's  method  of  eonversataon  was  cetivi^ 
calculated  to  eieite  attention,  and  to  smuv  »- . 
instruct  (as  it  happened),  without  wcarybg  or  ac- 
fuang  hia  company.  He  vras  always  mo>>;  ;vt- 
fectly  clear  and  perq>icuous ;  and  btslaninLtirr  *» 
so  accurate,  and  his  aentcnces  so  neatly  con^ru-.t" . 
that  hia  conversation  might  have  been  ill  ^x\M< 
without  any  correction.  At  the  same  time,  it  «£' 
easy  and  natural ;  the  aocnraeyof  it  bad  no  tp:xv- 
ance  of  labour,  constraint,  or  stiffness:  be  «<«»>: 
more  correct  than  others  by  the  ibree  of  haht.  ua 
the  customary  eiereiaca  of  his  powerfal  mm.' 

**  He  spoke  often  in  praise  of  Frenek  liter:'  -^ 
'  The  French  are  excellent  in  this,*  be  would  u 
*  they  have  a  book  on  every  subject*    From  »  u 
be  had  aeen  of  them  be  denied  them  the  pr^.    * 
superior  politeness,  and  mentioned,  with  vm  «>«•  - 
disg^ust,  the  custom  they  have  of  spitting  or  t  * 
floors  of  their  apartments.     *  This,*  said  the  <i>v  * 
*is  as  gross  a  thing  as  can  well  be  dooe;  sii.  •^^ ' 
wonders  how  any  man,  or  aet  of  men,  can  pcr^  a 
so  offensive  a  practice  lor  a  whole  day  to?.-  «' 
one  should  expect  that  the  first  effort  tovaitu  «• 
lisation  would  remove  it  even  among  sarart^  ' 

*•  Baxter*!  *  Reasons  of  the  Christian  K«. r- 
he  thought  contained  the  best  coUectioa  ot  ' 
evidences  of  the  divinity  of  the  Cbristisa  tvn-*. 

**  Chymistry  was  alwaya  an  interesting  vjT 
with  Dr.  Johnson.    Whilst  he  was  b  W(.t«-  r..  ■ 
attended  some  experiments  that  w«e  Bia.>  '  • 
physician  at  Salisbury  on  the  new  kinds  of  s :   • 
the  course  of  the  experiments  ficquent  tsvr* 
being  made  of  Dr.  Priestley,  Dr.  Johnwa  i'   » 
brows,  and  in  a  stem  mauier  ioquired,  *  ^^^  - 
we  bear  so  much  of  Dr.  Prieadey?'*  U«ni' 


mi9d  Is  deoSed  to  hnasan  nature ;  wUch.  if  hr»^  ^ 
deprive  us  of  every  elevated  principle.    Srcaoi^f  >' 
or  th«  doctrine  tnat  every  action,  whether  r^  '' 
Incladcd  In  aa  unchangeable  and  anavmdjtii*  r*  '■ 
notion  utterly  subversive  of  moral  roveiaaycf 
that  we  have  no  reason  to  think  that  vkefmimrr  «  '*  i  * 
as  be  is  pleased  to  it^»rm  ns,  will  be  aiasCad  i«  tj  « 
improvfd  oatura)  will  be  materially  ^sStreti  *>-   - 
which,  if  believed,  would  sink  wretched  nacvtal*  ■ ' 
as  they  could  no  longer  hope  for  tho  **  ml  lh«  ' 
for  the  people  of  Cod,"  or  for  that  hap|M>r«*  •    * 
vealed  to  ua  as  something  beyond  oar  pm'-'t  r 
but  would  fSeel  themselves  doomed  to  a  ecot  - 
une»y  state  under  which  they  now  neaa.    1  u*  ^■ 
the  petulant  intemperance  with  whicsi  hcdanr*  '- 
venerable  establishments  of  his  coootry.    As  s  k" 
his  writings,  I  shall  onote  the  foOewmg  f^*^   ' 
appears  to  me  equally  absnrd  aad  imptpw.CT*  •* 
have  been  retorted  upon  him  by  the  men  «^  *  • 
cuted  for  burning  bis  boose.    - 1  cannot.-  m«  *" 
necfuarian  [meaning  nrrrsntenMw],  ha«e  «v  •« 
1  consider  him  mm  bring,  lu  all  respects.  j«*  w-J'- 
mod^- A/sn  to  Ar;  and  also  as  A>rt%r.  irrt*  rv^pft-? '  •   * 
but  what  he  was  rxfre*^  ^ntgrned  and  •twi'i*  *  ^ 

being  the  onfy  crnisr.  and  men  nothing  man  um  • 
mftUs  in  hif(  h^nds  to  rxrcmtr  mU  kupUtt^^    - 
tions  of  Phil *$oftkicai  tiecruitf,  p.  III.    TW  **"         ^ 
Parr,  in  a  Lite  tract.  apfiMrs  lo  •ai'poae  that  /V  -  **  • 
(ml v  endured,   btU  atmoMt  §eUvUd.  mm  ••*••«•'  •" 
PrintUf.  In  juttico  to  Dr.  Johnaoo*  I  d<v1a«v  w»  »" 


that  he  never  did.    My  innstrHxas  fnend  wa»  r« 
resolute  In  not  givine  countenance  to  mm  v*«»  • 


considered  »•  pemicloas  to  soctetj.    i 
when  Dr.  Prfce,  even  before  be  had 

generally  obooxlona  br  ^i*  *«^  <"'  <^  '^Sf  *  JIL 
came  Into  a  company  wbero  JohnK»i  wm  wh^  w**^ 
the  room.    Much 


would    Im  hare 


-ff>r.75. 


BOSWELL'S  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


739 


properly  aniwered,  *  Sir,  bceauM  wc  are  indebted 
to  bim  for  these  important  diicoveries.*  On  this 
I>r.  Johnson  appeared  well  oonient ;  and  replied, 

*  Well,  well,  I  Iwlieve  we  are ;  and  let  every  man 
bave  the  honour  he  has  merited.*  ** 

**  A  friend  was  one  day,  about  two  years  before 
his  death,  struck  with  some  instance  of  Dr.  John- 
son*s  great  candour.  *  Well,  Sir,*  said  he,  *  I  will 
always  say  that  you  are  a  very  candid  man.*  *  Will 
you  ?*  replied  the  doctor ;  *  I  doubt  then  you  will 
be  very  (tingular.     But,  indeed.  Sir,*  continued  he, 

*  I  look  upon  myself  to  be  a  roan  very  much  mis- 
understood. I  am  not  an  uncandid,  nor  am  I  a 
severe  man.  I  sometimes  say  more  than  I  mean, 
in  jest ;  and  people  are  apt  to  believe  me  serious : 
however,  I  am  more  candid  than  I  was  when  I 
was  younger.  As  I  know  more  of  mankind,  I  ex- 
pect less  of  them,  and  am  ready  now  to  call  a  man 
a  pood  nuM  upon  easier  terms  than  I  was  for- 
merly.* ** 

[JOHNSON  TO  BARBER.* 

**  Heale,  Sept.  16. 1783. 
*'  Bbak  FiLAKcis, — I  rather  wonder  that  you  have 
never  written  ;  but  that  in  now  not  necessary,  for  I 
purpose  to  be  with  [you]  on  Thursday  before 
dinner.  As  Thursday  is  my  birth-day,  I  would 
have  a  little  dinner  got,  and  would  have  you  invite 
3Irs.  Desmoulins,  Mrs.  Davis  that  was  about  Mrs. 
>Villiams,  and  Mr.  Allen  and  Mrs.  Gardiner.  I 
am,  yours,  &c.,  Sam,  Johnson.**] 

—  Hancood  MSS. 

On  his  return  from  Heale  he  wrote  to  Pr. 
Bumey :  — 

•*  I  came  home  on  the  18th  of  September,  at 
noon,  to  a  very  disccmsolate  house.  You  and  I 
have  lost  our  friends ;  but  you  have  more  friends  at 
home.  My  domestic  companion  is  taken  from  me. 
She  is  much  missed,  for  her  acquisitions  were  many, 
and  her  curiosity  universal ;  so  that  she  partook  of 
every  conversation.  I  am  not  well  enough  to  go 
much  out ;  and  to  nt,  and  eat  or  fiist  alone,  is  very 
wearisome.  I  always  mean  to  send  my  compli- 
mentt  to  all  the  ladies.** 

[JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  MONTAGU.' 

**  September  S3. 1783. 

«•  Madam, —  That  respect  which  is  always  due 
to  beneficence  makes  it  fit  that  you  should  be  in- 
formed, otherwise  than  by  the  papers,  that,  on  the 
^th  of  this  month,  died  your  pensioner,  Anna 
'Williams,  of  whom  it  may  be  truly  said,  that  she 
received  your  bounty  with  gntitude,  and  enjoyed 
it  vrith  propriety.  You  perhaps  have  still  her 
prayers. 

•*  You  have.  Madam,  the  latisfiution  of  having 


Trietxlej.  WboeTer  wUhet  to  tee  a  perfect  delloeatlon  of 
ttait  Literaty  Jack  of  ail  Trade*  maj  find  It  In  an  ingenious 
tract,  enUUed  '*  A  SmaU  WhoU- Length  qf  />r.  Pntttley:* 
printed  for  Rlvingtont.  in  St.  Pauri  Churchyard — Boswbll. 
The  forecoinK  note  prodaced  a  reply  from  Dr.  Parr  (Gm/. 
Mag.  March,  17§6).  in  which  he  endeavoured  to  lupport  his 
as*ertion  hv  evidence,  which,  however,  really  contradicted 
him.  For  uutead  of  Johnson's  having  wiUciied  an  interview 
'which  was  the  point  in  diipute),  Ur.  Parr  is  obliged  to 
admit  that  the  meeting  was  at  Mr.  Paradise's  dinner-tahte, 
that  Dr.  Johnson  did  not  ioUeii  tMe  interview^  but  was  aware 
that  Dr.  Prlestiev  was  invited,  and  that  he  behaved  to  him 
with  civility :  and  then  Dr.  Parr  concludes,  in  a  way  that  doe* 
Male  credit  either  to  bis  aecoracy  or  his  candoar,  '*  Should 
Mr.  Boswell  be  pleased  to  nainuin  that  Dr.  Johnson  rather 
eamaenied  to  the  interview,  than  aimoet  aoUcHed  it,  1  shall 


alleviated  the  sufferings  of  a  woman  of  great  merit, 
both  intellectual  and  moral.  Her  curiosity  was 
universal,  her  knowledge  was  very  extensive,  and 
she  sustained  forty  years  of  misery  with  steady  for- 
titude. Thirty  years  and  more  she  had  been  my 
companion,  and  her  death  has  left  me  very  desolate. 
**  That  I  have  not  written  sooner,  you  may  im^ 
pute  to  absence,  to  ill  health,  to  any  thing  rather 
than  want  of  regard  to  the  benefactress  of  my  de- 
parted friend.  I  am,  Madam,  your  most  humble 
servant,  Sam.  JoHKsoy.**] 

—  Montagu  MSS. 

His  fortitude  and  padence  met  with  seyere 
trials  diiring  this  year.  The  stroke  of  the 
palsy  has  been  related  circnmstantially ;  but 
be  was  also  afflicted  with  the  gout,  and  was 
besides  troubled  with  a  complaint  which  not 
onlj^  was  attended  with  immediate  incon- 
venience, but  threatened  him  with  a  chirur- 
gical  operation,  from  which  most  men  would 
shrink.  The  complaint  was  a  tarcocelet  which 
Johnson  bore  with  imcommon  firmness,  and 
was  not  at  all  frightened  while  he  looked 
forward  to  amputation.  He  was  attended  by 
Mr.  Pott  and  Mr.  Cmikshank.  I  haye  before 
me  a  letter  of  the  SOth  of  July,  this  year,  to 
Mr.  Croiksbank,  in  which  he  says,  '*  I  am  going 
to  put  myself  into  your  hands : "  and  another, 
accompanying  a  set  of  his  *'  Liyes  of  the  Poets," 
in  which  he  says,  ^  I  beg  your  acceptance  of 
these  yolumes,  as  an  acknowledgment  of  the 

freat  favours  which  you  have  bestowed  on, 
ir,  your  most  obliged  and  most  humble 
servant."  I  have  in  my  possession  several 
more  letters  from  him  to  Mr.  Cmikshank,  and 
also  to  Dr.  Madge  at  Plymouth,  which  it 
would  be  improper  to  insert,  as  they  are  filled 
with  unpleasing  technical  details.  I  shall,  bow- 
ever,  extract  from  his  letters  to  Dr.Mudge 
such  passages  as  show  either  a  felicity  of  ex- 
pression, or  the  undaunted  state  of  his  mind. 

**  My  conviction  of  your  skill,  and  my  belief  of 
your  friendship,  determine  me  to  entreat  your 
opinion  and  advice.  In  this  stete  I  with  great 
earnestness  desire  you  to  tell  me  what  is  to  be  done. 
Excision  is  doubtless  necessary  to  the  cure,  and  I 
know  not  any  means  of  palliation.  The  operation 
is  doubtless  painful;  but  is  it  dangerous?  Hie 
pain  I  hope  to  endure  with  decency  ;  but  I  am  loath 
to  put  life  into  much  hazard.  By  representing  the 
gout  as  an  antagonist  to  the  palsy,  you  have  said 
enough  to  make  it  welcome,  liiis  is  not  strictly 
the  first  fit,  but  I  hope  it  is  as  good  as  the  first ; 


not  object  to  the  change  of  expression  "—the  fnodlff  4/*  er* 
prt$9um  beinga  disingenuous  surrender  of  the  whole  ques- 
tion, leaving  Dr.  Parr  without  a  shadow  of  excuse  for  his 
misrepresentation.—  Caoasa. 

>  I  hare  thought  it  worth  while  to  preserve  this  note  (not 
included  in  my  former  edition),  to  snow  that  Johnson  had 
now  oTercome  the  reluctance  to  keeping  his  birthday  {anti, 
p.  6S4.  n.  I),  or  at  least  could  Indulge  his  more  intimate 
friends  with  that  celebration.— Caoasa,  1847. 

3  As  Miss  Mr'illiams  enjoyed  a  pension  from  Mrs.  Montagu, 
Johnson  thought  himself  bound  to  acquaint  her  with  the 
death  of  the  object  of  her  charity.  This  pension  was  in 
truth  an  Indirect  benefaction  to  Johnson  himself,  and  wa« 
probably  so  meant  by  the  delicate  and  courteous  charity  of 
that  excellent  lady.  —  Csoxaa,  1831—47. 
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thought  it  must  be  highly  curious  to  trace  his  ex- 
traordinary rise  to  the  suprerne  power  from  so 
obscure  a  beginning.  He  at  length  laid  aside  his 
scheme,  on  discovering  that  all  that  can  be  told  of 
him  is  already  in  print ;  and  that  it  is  impracticable 
to  procure  any  authentic  information  in  addition  to 
what  the  world  is  already  in  possession  of."  * 

«*  He  had  likewise  projected,  but  at  what  part  of 
his  life  is  not  known,  a  work  to  show  how  small  a 
quantity  of  real  fiction  there  is  in  the  world ; 
and  that  the  same  images,  with  very  little  varia- 
tion, have  served  all  the  authors  who  have  ever 

written."  . 

"  His  thoughts  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life  were 
frequently  employed  on  his  deceased  friends.  Hf 
often  muttered  these  or  such  like  sentences :  « Po  ' 
roan  !  and  then  he  died.' "  ^  / 

«  Speaking  of  a  certain  literary  friend,  « H 
very  pompous  puzzling  fellow,*  said  he :  *  h 
me  a  letter  once  that  somebody  had  written  • ' 
no  matter  what  it  was  about;  but  he  - 
have  the  letter  back,  and  expressed  am' 
for  it :  he  hoped  it  was  to  be  met  wit 
would  not  lose  it  for  a  thousand  pr 
my  hand  upon  it  soon  afterwards,  a 
I  believe  I  said  I  was  very  glad  1 
it.     Ob,  then  he  did  not  know  t^ 
thing.     So  you  see,  when  the  1' 
worth  a  thousand  pounds,  an 
it  was  not  worth  a  farthing.' 

"  The  style  and  charactr 
pretty   generally   known 


uoseemliness,  drives  a  f 
nonplus,  or  harping  f  j 
whereas  a  slow  <  |  j| 
addeth  a  concei^^f^  '"£ 
a  seemliness  r  tgf,fy 
Johnson's  ra  ij^t 
ealcuUted.!     '^#1 

fectly   y  'i 

■Of;./.'  * 
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5  of  tbst 
f,  you  caa- 


fe  been  fiar 
i  gout;  btit 
'lUyctfjsiit 
len  unit  n 


XOLDS. 

Jctober  1. 179. 

.11  indeed,  and 

ibe  goiiL  lam 

en  lately  aliaoa 


"    P<> 


s 


*    4 

i 

-  * 


.at  his 

.on.    But 

y  resolution 

.ig  over  him. 


duct^  in  conformity  w?  .tleman  he  writes, 

but  it  is  not  clear,  I  jese  four  days  come 

mity  was  either  perc  jice  which  I  never  ex- 
ITie  precept  allude  jt  jn*^^  me  helpless  as  an 
of  speech,  either  ^ther,  having  mentioned 
nary,  it  is  convr  ''^^  says,  —  "  whose  death 
drawlingly  thr  ^  x^evett  has  now  made  my 
founds  the  *  V    She  left  her  little  substance 

'^^ij^ooV    She   is,  I  hope,  where 

y-ther  darkness*,    nor  want,    nor 
morning    , ' "'  ,         ,  _         -    , 

herftcr  .v'^hiDif  begging  to  know  the  state 

K'  -y^tk  and  mentioned  that  "  Baxter's 

ly     yJJ^  which  is  in  the   library  at  Au- 

*     i^Jiras,  I  find,  collated  by  my  father  in 

V    /[/fj/i  the  MS.  belonging  to  the  U  niversity 

.l^'fdttiy  and  he  has  made  a  number  of  notes 

/  jt.    Would  you  advise  me  to  publish  a 

/^edition  of  it?"     His  answer  was  dated 

^tember  30. 

*^.<  Vou  should  not  make  your  letters  such  rari- 
j^  when  you  know,  or  might  know,  the  uniform 
^«te  of  my  health.  It  is  very  long  since  I  heard 
^m  you  ;  and  that  I  have  not  answered  is  a  very 
insufficient  reason  for  the  silence  of  a  friend.  Your 
Anacreon  is  a  very  uncommon  book :  neither  Lon- 


1  To  the  **  Ladlet*  Charity  School,"  In  King  Street,  Snow 
Hill,  Inttltuted  in  I70S,  and  where  Mn.Wllllami'i  portrait  is 
•till  to  be  wen,  with  the  notice  of  her  beoefiKctions  thua  re- 
corded on  the  wails :  — 

**  1783.  Mrs.  AnnaWilliami,  bj  gift  in  the  3  per  cent.  Stock, 

VOQl. 
•*  1784.    AUo   by  her  will.  In  cash,  Ac.,**   167/.  14a.  ~ 

P.  CONIilIMOBAM. 

s  In  allusion  to  her  Mrmtom.  ~  CaoKBK. 
s  The  last  line  of  an  epigrammatic  distich  of  an  Italian 
poet  on  the  DulLe  of  Modeoa's  running  away  from  a  comet. 


r 


1 

f^ 


i^ 


5  «  r  Added  solitude.  Mn. 

'  f  :  kUirty  years,  is  gooe.   It 

'  f  ,   '  tiave  you  near  me.    I  am, 

uumble  servant* 
J,  "Sam.  Jobvsoii.'* 

.NSON  TO  MRS.  THRALE. 

{Extraeti,) 

**  LoodoB,  OcCobcrC  ITO. 

**  I  yet  sit  without  shoes,  with  m  j  foot  apoo  i 
pillow,  but  my  pain  and  weakness  are  much  afasbi 
and  I  am  no  longer  crawling  upon  two  sticks.  To 
the  gout  my  mind  is  reconciled  by  another  ktter 
from  Mr.  Mudge,  in  which  he  vehemently  urges 
the  excision,  and  tells  me  that  the  gout  will  socure 
me  from  every  thing  paralytic.  If  this  be  tmc  I 
am  ready  to  say  to  the  artluitie  paina,  Jkk  f  taik 
ogni  di,  durate  wa  tmno,* 

*'  My  phyncian  in  ordinary  is  Dr.  Bro^labf. 
who  comes  almost  every  day ;  my  sargcoo,  in  3Ir. 
Pott's  absence,  is  Mr.  Cruikshank«  the  pnaesi 
reader  in  Dr.  Hunter's  schooL  Neither  of  thm, 
however,  do  much  more  than  look  and  talk.  The 
genexal  health  of  my  body  is  as  good  as  you  ksw 
ever  known  it— -almost  as  good  as  I  caa  it- 
member. 

**  The  carriage  which  you  suppoaed  made  ron;^ 
by  my  weakness  was  the  common  Salisbury  siage. 
high  hung,  and  driven  to  Salisbury  in  a  day.  I 
was  not  fatigued. 

**  Mr.  Pott  has  been  out  of  town,  Imt  I  experts 
see  him  soon,  and  will  then  tell  you  something  ^ 
the  main  affair,  of  which  there  seenoa  now  to  be  t 
better  prospect. 

•*  Tills  afternoon  I  have  giTen  [tea]  to  Vn. 
Cholmondeley,  Mrs.  Way  Lady  Sbeffidds  icb- 
tion,  Mr.  Kinderslcy^  the  describer  of  Indian  vss- 
ners,  and  another  anonymous  lady. 

**  As  Mrs.  Williams  received  a  pension  from  3ifs. 
Montagu,  it  was  6t  to  notify  her  de«th.  The  tt- 
count  has  brought  me  a  letter  not  only  civil  but 
tender ;  so  I  hope  peace  is  proclaimed."  [p.  575.] 

"  October  9.  Two  nights  ago  Mr.  Burke  tst  vitli 
me  a  long  time.     He  seems  much  pleased  with  ba 


I 


I  — 


So  al  venlr  voitro,  prindpe  sen 
Deh  1  venga  ognl  df,  dnrata  ua 

which  Johnum  himielf  tramlalcd  -^  I 

f 

If  at  your  coming  princes  rtltaimfar. 
Comets,  come  everr  dav  anA  ttw  a  tear. 

See  i>AnHa^«  J«Mtf««a.  p.  5S.  ^  Caoui. 


4  N.  B.  Klnderslcjr,  Eaq..  of  the  Bart  India  Caa£!^ 
service,  who  afterwards  pwhUahed  **  Speamnu  4  Aw» 
Lllrrafitre.'*^CRoKBa,  IM7. 
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journey.  We  had  both  seen  Stonehenge  this  summer 
for  the  first  time.  I  told  him  that  the  view  had 
enabled  me  to  confute  two  opinions  which  have  been 
advanced  about  it.  One,  that  the  materials  are  not 
natural  stones,  but  an  artificial  compoaitioo  hardened 
by  time.  This  notion  is  as  old  as  Camden's 
time ;  and  has  this  strong  argument  to  support  it, 
that  stone  of  that  species  is  nowhere  to  be  found. 
llie  other  opinion,  advanced  by  Dr.  Charlton,  is, 
that  it  was  erected  by  the  Danes. 

*•  Mr.  Bowles  made  me  observe,  that  the  trans- 
verse stones  were  fixed  on  the  perpendicular  sup- 
porters by  a  knob  formed  on  the  tcfi  of  the  upright 
stone,  which  entered  into  a  hollow  cut  in  the  cross- 
inf^  stone.  Hiia  u  a  proof  that  the  enormous 
edifice  was  raiaed  by  a  people  who  had  not  yet  the 
knowledge  of  mortar  * ;  which  cannot  be  supposed 
of  tbe  Danes,  wlio  came  hither  in  ships,  and  were 
not  ignorant  certainly  of  the  arts  of  life.  This 
proves  also  the  stones  not  to  be  factitious ;  for  they 
that  could  mould  such  durable  masses  could  do 
much  more  than  make  mortar,  and  could  have  con- 
tinued the  transverse  from  tbe  upright  part  witli 
tbe  «anie  paste. 

*•  You  have  doubtless  seen  Stonehenge ;  and  if 
yoa  have  not,  I  should  think  it  a  hard  task  to  make 
an  adequate  description. 

**  It  is  In  my  opinion  to  be  referred  to  the  earliest 
habiution  of  the  island,  as  a  druidical  monument 
of^  at  least,  two  thousand  years ;  probably  the  most 
ancient  work  of  man  upon  the  island.  Salisbury 
cathedral  and  its  neighbour  Stonehenge  are  two 
eminent  monuments  of  art  and  rudeness,  and  may 
show  the  fint  essay  and  the  last  perfection  in  archi- 
tccture.** 


JOHNSON  TO  MISS  REYNOLDS. 

**  London,  October  S7. 1783. 

**  Mr  MAEsn  DBABt  ^  I  am  able  enough  to 
write,  tor  I  have  now  neither  sickness  nor  pain ; 
only  the  gout  has  lefk  my  ancles  somewhat  weak. 

**  While  the  weather  fiivours  you,  and  the  air 
does  yoo  good,  stay  in  the  country :  when  you  come 
home,  I  hope  we  shall  often  see  one  another,  and 
enjoy  that  friendship  to  which  no  time  is  likely  to 
put  an  end  on  tbe  part  of.  Madam,  your  most 
humble  servant,  Sam.  Johnson. '*] 

-^~  ^ejra.  mSS» 

lie  this  autumn  receiyed  a  visit  from  the 
r**lebrated  Mn.  Siddons.  He  gives  this  ac- 
count of  it  in  one  of  his  letters  to  Mrs.  Thrale 
(act.27.):  — 

**  Mrs.  Siddons.  in  her  vuit  to  me,  behaved  with 
l^eat  modesty  and  propriety,  and  left  nothing  be- 
hind  her  to  be  censured  or  despised.     Neither 


«  Surely  not.  We  who  have  the  um  of  mortar  tiie  what 
ar^  raiUd  mmtrtktt ;  rimUar  In  prtociple  at  lesM  Co  the  kmb$ 
«r>  1  AUttncM  of  Stonebeofe.  —  CaoKis. 

'  X>tii  f rest  actor  and  niniiiblo  and  accomplUhrd  nun  left 
.  ».^  •caffc  to  1816.  and  died  SCth  February,  imi.  at  LauMne. 
1 .1  h««  own  day  he  had  no  competitor  In  any  walk  of  tramdy  ; 
J  ^,1  rtioM  (of  whoa  I  knew  tereral)  who  remembered  Barry, 
M"»**^'  Hcndenion.Bnd  Garrick,  admitted,  ibac  In  characters 
^^  N  \M**  traa*^  ditnttj,  such  at  Hamlet.  Cortolanu*.  Alexander. 
t'^r»,  h^  excelled  all  Ms  prcdecettor*.  almoft  a*  much  a*  hit 
.,,crr  dtd  all  aetrestet  m  the  femalo  characters  of  the  tame 
^^ro4C  date  I  nerer  taw  any  that  umroaehed  to  either.  She. 
ic  U  ]^re«d.wat  never  excelled,  and  he  by  GarHck  alone. and 
1^  <,«erka  only  la  bit  uol? eraalily.    la  tech  cbaradera  at  1 


praise  nor  money,  the  two  powerful  corruptors  of 
mankind,  seem  to  have  depraved  her.  I  shall  be 
glad  to  see  her  again.  Her  brother  Kemble  '  calls 
on  me,  and  pleases  me  very  well.  Mrs.  Siddons 
and  I  talked  of  plays ;  and  sdie  told  me  her  inten- 
tion of  exhibiting  this  winter  the  characters  of 
Constance,  Catharine,  and  Isabella  *,  in  Shak- 
spearcL** 

Mr.  Eemble  has  favoured  me  with  the  fol- 
lowing minute  of  what  passed  at  this  visit :  — 

"  When  Mrs.  Siddons  came  into  the  room,  there 
happened  to  be  no  chair  ready  for  her,  which  he 
observing  said,  with  a  smile,  <  Madam,  you  who  so 
often  occasion  a  want  of  seats  to  other  people,  will 
the  more  easily  excuse  the  want  of  one  yourself* 

*•  Having  placed  himself  by  her,  he,  with  great 
good  humour,  entered  upon  a  consideration  of  the 
English  drama ;  and,  among  other  inquiries,  par* 
ticularly  asked  her  which  of  Shakspeare'seharacten 
she  was  most  pleased  with.  Upon  her  answering 
that  she  thought  the  character  of  Queen  Catharine, 
in  Henry  the  Eighth,  the  most  natural :  '  I  think 
so  too.  Madam,*  said  he ;  *  and  whenever  you  per- 
form it,  I  will  once  more  hobble  out  to  the  theatre 
myself.'  Mrs.  Siddons  promised  she  would  do 
herself  the  honour  of  acting  his  favourite  part  for 
him  ;  but  many  circumstances  happened  to  prevent 
the  representation  of  King  Henry  the  Eighth  during 
the  doctor*s  life.* 

**  In  the  course  of  the  evening  he  thus  gave  his 
opinion  upon  the  merits  of  some  of  the  principal 
performers  whom  he  remembered  to  have  seen  upon 
the  stage.  '  Mrs.  Porter  in  the  vehemence  of  rage, 
and  Mrs.  Clive  in  the  sprightliness  of  humour,  I 
have  never  seen  equalled.  What  Clive  did  best, 
she  did  better  then  Garrick ;  but  could  not  do  half 
so  many  things  well :  she  was  a  better  nmip  than 
any  I  ever  saw  in  nature.  Pritehard,  in  common 
life,  was  a  vulgar  idiot ;  she  would  talk  of  her 
jfownd :  but,  when  she  appeared  upon  the  stage, 
seemed  to  be  inspired  by  gentility  and  understand- 
ing. I  once  talked  with  Colley  Cibber.and  thought 
him  ignorant  of  the  principles  of  his  art.  Garrick, 
Madam,  was  no  declaimer ;  there  was  not  one  of 
his  own  scene-shifters  who  could  not  have  spoken 
To  ht  w  not  to  he  better  than  he  did :  yet  he  was 
the  only  actor  I  ever  saw,  whom  I  could  call  a 
master  both  in  tragedy  and  comedy ;  though  I 
liked  him  best  in  comedy.  A  true  conception  of 
character,  and  natural  expression  of  it,  were  his 
distinguished  excellences.*  Having  expatiated, 
with  his  usual  force  and  eloquence,  on  Mr.  Gar- 
rick's  extraordinary  eminence  as  an  actor,  he  con* 
eluded  with  this  compliment  to  his  social  talents: 
And  after  all.  Madam,  I  thought  him  less  to  be 
envied  on  the  stage  than  at  the  head  of  a  table.** 


have  mentioned,  those  who  bad  teen  both  preferred  Kemble, 
whotecoiittteoaDce  and  flf  ure  were  auire  tuited  to  those  paru. 

-^  CaORBR. 

*  ItabelU  in  Shafcetpeare't  Mem$mre  /or  Memmre.  Mn. 
Skldoot  had  m<«de  her  first  remmrkaUe  appearance  In  habella 
in  the  Fatal  Marriage.  She  bad  before  appeared  In  the  tcatoo 
of  177A  with  llule  tuccett,  then  retired,  and  reappeared  as 
above  ttatad  In  I7B3.  ^  Csoasa,  1831-47. 

*  It  wat  acted  many  ycart  after  with  critical  attention  to 
bUtorlcal  accruracy,  and  with  f reat  tuoccM.    Mrt.  Slddont 

Sayed  Catherine :  Mr.  Kemble.  Woltey  ;  Mr.  Charlei  Kein- 
e,  Cromwell.  There  It  an  Interetting  picture,  Ij^  Harlow 
(tince  eogrsveri),  ot  tbe  trial  scene,  with  portraltt  of  all  tbe 
psfffonasrt. — Caoaaa. 
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JohnBon,  indeed,  had  thought  more  upon  the 
subject  of  acting  than  might  be  generally  sup- 
posed. Talking  of  it  one  day  to  Mr.  Kemble, 
he  said,  ^  Are  you.  Sir,  one  of  those  enthusiasts 
who  believe  yourself  transformed  Into  the  very 
character  you  represent?**  Upon  Mr.  Kem- 
ble*s  answering,  that  he  had  never  felt  so 
strong  a  persuasion  himself  S  ^*  To  be  sure  not, 
Sir,"  said  Johnson ;  **  the  thing  is  impossible. 
And  if  Garrick  reaUy  believed  himsdf  to  be 
that  monster,  Richard  the  Third,  he  deserved 
to  be  hanged  every  time  he  performed  it." 

My  worthy  friend,  Mr.  John  Nichols,  was 
present  when  Mr.  Henderson,  the  actor,  paid  a 
visit  to  Dr.  Johnson,  and  was  received  in  a 
very  courteous  manner.  See  Gent.  Mag. 
June  1791.  —  I  found  among  Dr.  Johnson's 
papers  the  following  letter  to  him,  ftom  the 
celebrated  Mrs.  Bellamy :  — 

"No.  10.  Duke  Street,  St  James's,  May  11. 1783^ 
"  Sia,  —  The  flattering  remembrance  of  the  par- 
tiality you  honoured  me  with  some  years  ago,  as 
well  as  the  humanity  you  arc  known  to  possess, 
has  encouraged  me  to  solicit  your  patronage  at  my 
benefit.  By  a  long  Chancery  suit,  and  a  com- 
plicated train  of  unfortunate  events,  I  am  reduced 
to  the  greatest  distress  ;  which  obliges  me,  once 
more,  to  request  the  indulgence  of  the  public. 
Give  me  leave  to  solicit  the  honour  of  your  com- 
pany, and  to  assure  you,  if  you  grant  my  request, 
the  gratification  I  shall  feel  from  being  patronised 
by  Dr.  Johnson  will  be  infinitely  superior  to  any 
advantage  that  may  arise  from  the  benefit ;  as  I 
am,  with  the  profoundest  respect.  Sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant,  G.  A.  Bellamy. ** 

I  am  happy  in  recording  these  particulars, 
which  prove  that  my  illustrious  friend  lived 
to  think  mudh  more  favourably  of  players 
than  he  appears  to  have  done  in  the  early  part 
of  his  life.' 

JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  PORTER. 

"  Bolt  Court,  Fleet  Street,  Not.  10. 1783. 

"  Dear  Madam,  —  The  death  of  poor  Mr. 
Porter,  of  which  your  maid  has  sent  me  an  account* 
must  have  very  much  surprised  you.  The  death 
of  a  friend  is  almost  always  unexpected :  wc  do  not 
love  to  think  of  it,  and  therefore  are  not  prepared  for 
its  coming.  He  was,  I  think,  a  religious  man,  and 
therefore  that  his  end  was  happy. 

"  Death  has  likewise  visited  my  mournful  habita^ 


I  Mr.  Kemble  repeated  this  to  me  thlrtr  years  later,  adding 
that  the  occasion  on  which  he  had  felt  himtelf  the  nioK 
affected  —  the  most  personally  touched  —  was  in  playing  the 
last  scene  or  ne  Stremrer  with  Mrs.  Siddons.  Her  pathos, 
he  said,  in  that  part  quite  overcame  him.  but  he  always  en- 
deavoured to  restrain  anr  impulses  which  might  interfere 
with  his  previous  study  of  his  part  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  in 
the  DialoRues  before>inentiooed  (p.  601.  n.  8.)  makes  John- 
ion  say  that "  Garrick  left  nothing  to  chance ;  every  gesture, 
every  expression  of  countenance,  and  variation  of  voice,  was 
settled  in  his  closet  before  he  set  his  foot  upon  the  stage.'* 
But  this  must  not  be  understood  too  literally.  A  great 
actor  prepares  in  his  study,  positions,  attitudes,  the  particular 
mode  of  uttering  certain  passages,  and  even  the  tone  which 
is  to  be  adopted;  and  having  once  ascertained,  both  by 
thought  and  experience,  what  Is  best,  he  will  naturally  ad- 
here to  that,  however  often  he  may  play  the  part ;  but  it  is 
equally  certain,  that  there  is  a  large  portion  of  the  merit  of 
a  great  theatrical  exhibition  which  tt  not  reducible  to  any 


tion.  Last  month  died  Mrs.  Williams,  wbo  W 
been  to  me  for  thirty  years  in  the  place  of  a  KSa: 
her  knowledge  was  great,  and  her  oonvcmtb 
pleasing.     I  now  liye  in  cheerless  solitude. 

**  My  two  last  years  have  passed  under  the  pra- 
sure  of  successive  diseases.  I  have  lately  had  th?  ^ 
gout  with  some  sererity.  But  I  waodafUr 
escaped  the  operation  which  I  mentioned,  aad  aa 
upon  the  whole  restored  to  health  beyond  my  on 
expectation. 

**  As  we  daily  see  our  friends  die  roood  ta,  *i 
that  are  left  must  cling  closer,  and,  if  we  oa  <io 
nothing  more,  at  least  pray  for  one  another;  lotf 
remember,  that  as  others  die  we  most  die  too,  ah) 
prepare  ourselves  diligently  for  the  last  gtm  tm. 
I  am,  Madam,  yours  aflfectioiiately,  ftc, 

**  Saji.  JoavsoK.' 

[JOHNSON  TO  MR&  THRALE. 

(ExtraeL) 

**  LoodoD,  November  11 174 
**  Since  you  have  written  to  me  with  the  atten- 
tion and  tenderness  of  ancient  time  ',  your  lencn 
give  me  a  great  part  of  the  pleasure  which  a  life  of 
solitude  admits.  You  will  never  bestow  aoysharr 
of  your  good-will  on  one  who  deserves  bedd. 
l*hose  that  have  loved  longest  love  htsL  A  sedib 
blaze  of  kindness  may  by  a  single  blast  orcoldaea 
be  extinguished ;  but  that  fondness  which  leo^  * 
time  has  connected  with  many  circumstaoce  soi 
occasions,  though  it  may  for  a  while  he  depread 
by  disgust  or  resentment,  with  or  without  i  caiw* 
is  hourly  revived  by  accidental  reoollectioiL  To 
those  that  have  lived  long  together,  efojitiis: 
heard  and  every  thing  seen,  recalls  some  yia^^ 
commtmicated  or  some  benefit  conferred,  «^ 
petty  quarrel  or  some  sliebt  endearment  IJA^ 
of  great  powers,  or  amiable  qualities  nevlr  i^ 
covered,  may  embroider  a  day  or  a  week,  but  i 
friendship  of  twenty  years  is  interwoven  iridi  tk 
texture  of  life.  A  friend  may  be  often  found  isJ 
lost ;  but  an  eld  friend  never  can  be  found,  ssi 
nature  has  provided  that  he  cannot  esdly  be  lost] 
^-^  Letters, 

A  pleasing  instance  of  the  generous  aitentica 
of  one  of  his  friends  has  l^en  discovert  bj 
the  publication  of  Mrs.  Thrale's  CollecticB  d 
Letters.  In  a  letter  to  one  of  the  Hiss  Thni(^ 
he  writes: 

"  A  friend,  whose  name  I  will  tell  you  wbee 
your  mamma  has  tried  to  guess  it,  sent  to  my  pbf* 
sician  to  inquire  whether  this  long  train  of  lUDa^ 


rule,  and  which  depends,  not  only  on  tbtKOural  poaw  o* 
the  performer,  but  on  his  health,  his  spiriu,  and  <««  ^- 
sonal  circumstances  of  the  moment,  whidi  but  ^^,\l 
encourage  or  restrain  his  powers.  And  it  miy  J*  ff * 
affirmed,  that  although  no  actor  ever  faadet  hinMli(W»<^' 
or  any  actress  Calista,  yet  emotions  exelted  bf  tM  a^ 
must  constitute  a  great  part  of  the  charm  which  iiitiafli^^ 
on  the  stage  exoeltence  mm  medtocn^.^Caouu. 

9  Johnson's  dislilie  to  playifrt  in  eariy  life  f « JH^f^ 
more  than  a  general  resentment  of  the  su|ienor  cnf''<  >, 
which  actors   obtained  over  scholars,  and  tovt  tif^'^  i 
jealousy  of  GarriclL's  sudden  elevaUoo.   After  blsovowv- 
cess  In  the  world,  and  particularly  after  Csrrick'i  f^^-'"  i 
he  began  "  to  think  monj  CarouFably  of  them."  -  Cvau.     , 

s  This  is  the  first  letter  In  which  we  pSRSira  s  tenofi 
coldness  towards  Mrs.  Thrale,  but  it  Is  diw  '>^.,^ 
letter  of  the  Seth  At>rU.  ante,  that  it  hsd  etincd  tone  tm 
prior  to  this  date. ...  Caoaaa.  / 
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had  brought  me  into  difficulties  for  want  of  money, 
with  an  invitation  to  send  to  him  for  irhat  occa^ 
Mon  required.  I  shall  write  this  night  to  thank 
him,  having  no  need  to  borrow." 

And  afterwards,  in  a  letter  to  Mrs.  Thrale : 
«  Since  you  cannot  guess,  I  will  tell  you,  that 
the  generous  roan  was  Gerard  Hamilton.     I  re- 
turned him  a  very  thankful  and  respectful  letter." 
'—  Letteri, 

I  applied  to  Mr.  Hamilton,  by  a  common 
friend,  and  he  has  been  so  obliging  as  to  let  me 
have  Johnson's  letter  to  him  upon  this  occa- 
sion, to  adorn  my  collection. 

JOHNSON  TO  HAMILTON. 

"No?.  19. 1783. 
«*  DEAa  Sia,  —  Your  kind  inquiries  after  my 
affairs  and  your  generous  offers,  have  been  com- 
municated to  me  by  Dr.  Brocklesby.  I  return 
tlianks  with  great  sincerity,  having  lived  long 
enough  to  know  what  gratitude  is  due  to  such 
friendship;  and  entreat  that  my  refusal  may  not  be 
imputed  to  suUenncss  or  pride.  I  am,  indeed,  in 
no  want  Sickness  is,  by  the  generosity  of  ray 
physicians,  of  little  expense  to  roe.  But  if  any 
unexpected  exigence  should  press  me,  you  shall  see, 
dear  Sir,  how  eheerftilly  I  can  be  obliged  to  so 
much  liberality.     I  am,  Sir,  your,  Bk,, 

•«  Sail  Jouvson." 

I  find  in  this,  as  in  former  years,  notices  of 
bis  kind  attention  to  Mrs.  Gardiner,  who, 
tboufrh  in  the  humble  station  of  a  tallow- 
chandler  upon  Snow  Hill,  was  a  woman  of 
excellent  good  sense,  pious,  and  charitable.' 
She  lold  mo  she  had  been  introduced  to 
him  by  Mrs.  Masters*,  the  poetess,  whose 
volumes  he  revised,  and,  it  is  sud,  illuminated 
here  and  there  with  a  ray  of  his  own  genins. 
Mrs.  Gardiner  was  very  zealous  for  the  support 
of  the  Ladies'  Charity  School,  in  the  parish  of 
St.  Sepulchre.  It  is  confined  to  females ;  and, 
I  am  told,  it  afforded  a  hint  for  the  story  of 
*•  Hetty  Broom"  in  "The  Idler."  Johnson 
this  year,  I  find,  obtained  for  it  a  sermon  from 
the  late  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph,  Dr.  Shipley, 
whom  he,  in  one  of  his  letters  to  Mrs.  Thrale, 
charatterises  as  ** knowing  and  conversable ; " 
and  whom  all  who  knew  his  lordship,  even 
those  who  differed  from  him  in  politics,  rc- 
niember  with  much  respect. 

ITic  Earl  of  Carlisle  having  written  a 
irajjedy,  entitled  "The  Father*s  Kevenge," 
Kome  of  his  lordship's  friends  applied  to  Mrs. 
Chapone,  to  prevail  on  Dr.  Johnson  to  read 
aiid  give  his  opinion  of  it,  which  he  accord- 
iri;:ly  did,  in  a  letter  to  that  ladv.  Sir  Joshua 
Krynolds  having  informed  me  that  this  letter 
was  in  Lord  Carlisle's  possession,  though  I  was 


not  fortunate  enough  to  have  the  honour  of 
being  known  to  his  lordship,  trusting  to  the 
general  courtesy  of  literature,  I  wrote  to  him, 
requesting  the  favour  of  a  copy  of  it,  and  to 
be  permitted  to  insert  it  in  my  Life  Of  Dr. 
Johnson.  His  lordship  was  so  good  as  to 
comply  with  my  request,  and  has  thus  enabled 
me  to  enrich  my  work  with  a  very  fine  piece 
of  writing,  which  displays  both  the  critical 
skill  and  politeness  of  my  illustrious  friend ; 
and  perhaps  the  curiosity  which  it  will  excite 
may  induce  the  noble  and  elegant  author  to 
gratify  the  world  bv  the  pubucation*  of  a 
performance  of  which  Dr.  Johnson  has  spoken 
in  such  terms. 


JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  CHAPONE. 

•«  Not.  28. 1783. 

**  Madam,  —  By  sending  the  tragedy  to  me  a 
second  time  *,  I  think  that  a  very  honourable  dis- 
tinction has  been  shown  me ;  and  I  did  not  delsy 
the  perusal,  of  which  I  am  now  to  tell  the  cffccL 

•*  The  construction  of  the  play  is  not  completely 
regular:  the  stage  is  too  often  vacant,  and  the 
scenes  are  not  sufHciently  connected.  This,  how- 
ever, would  be  called  by  Dryden  only  a  mechanical 
defbet ;  which  takes  away  little  from  the  power  of 
the  poem,  and  which  is  seen  rather  than  felt. 

**  A  rigid  examiner  of  the  diction  might,  per- 
haps, wish  some  words  changed,  and  some  lines 
more  vigorously  terminated.  But  from  such  petty 
imperfections  what  writer  was  ever  free  ?^ 

**  The  general  form  and  force  of  the  dialogue  is 
of  more  importance.  It  seems  to  want  that  quick- 
ness of  reciprocation  which  characterises  the  En- 
glish drama,  and  is  not  always  sufficiently  fervid 
or  animated. 

**  Of  the  sentiments,  I  remember  not  one  that  I 
wished  omitted.  In  the  imagery  I  cannot  for- 
bear to  distinguish  the  comparison  of  joy  succeed- 
ing grief  to  light  rushing  on  the  eye  accustomed 
to  darkness.*  It  seems  to  have  all  that  can  be 
desired  to  make  it  please.  It  is  new,  just,  and  de- 
lightfiil. 

*<^ith  the  characters,  either  as  conceived  or 
preserved,  I  have  no  fault  to  find  ;  but  was  much 
inclined  to  congratulate  a  writer,  who,  in  defiance 
of  prejudice  and  fiuhion,  made  the  archbishop  a 
good  man,  and  scorned  all  thoughtless  applause^ 
which  a  vicious  churchman  would  have  brought 

him. 

**  The  catastrophe  is  affecting.  The  father  and 
daughter  both  culpable,  both  wretched,  and  both 
penitent,  divide  between  them  our  pity  and  our 
sorrow. 

**  Thus,  Madam,  I  have  performed  what  I  did 
not  willingly  underuke,  and  could  not  decently  re- 
fuse. The  noble  wriur  will  be  pleased  to  re- 
member that  sincere  criticism  ought  to  raise  no 
resentment,  because  judgment  is  not  under  the 
control  of  will ;  but  involuntary  criticism,  as  it  has 


»   If,  hU  will  Dr.  Johnson  left  her  a  book  "  at  herdeclion, 

rr>  kr^-p  UM  a  token  of  remcmbniDre."  —  MaloKB.    She  was 

.H.     of  hU  oldMt  friend!  (tf«/e.  |».  7H  ).  attended  h»m  In  hU 

U»t  illne«».  and  »he  herwlf  died  lu  1789,  «t.  74.  —  CsoKsa. 

s  He«  tfn/e,  p.  78.  —  C.  .    ^        ..  _i  ._j  ««j 

»  A  few  copies  only  of  thU  trasetlj  ha*s  bMO  priat«d,  sad 

firm  to  the  author's  friendt.  -  Bo»*«^-     ..     ^.^.  ,^ 
4  I>f .  ioluMoo  hsvlng  been  very  ill  when  the  tragedy  was 


Orel  spnt  to  him,  h^  decUnsd  tbe  coQtMeratloa  of  It  — 

BotWKLL. 

*  •*  I  could  bsf 6  borne  mj  wom  }  that  ttraaftr,  Joy, 

Wounds  while  It  smiles  :~th«  long  iroprtsoo'd  wretch, 
Bmerglng  from  the  night  of  his  damp  cell,  [llngt 

Shrinki  from  the  sun^s  brlgh:  bssmi ;  sod  thst  which 
Gladosts  o'er  all,  to  him  Is  agooy."— Boswitx. 
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still  less  of  choice,  ought  to  be  more  remote  from 
possibility  of  offence.     I  am,  &c., 

**  Sam.  Johnson.** 

[JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  PORTER. 

**  Loodon,  Not.  ».  1783. 

**  Dkae.  Madam,  —  You  may  perhaps  think 
me  negligent  that  I  haTe  not  written  to  you  again 
upon  the  loss  of  your  brother;  but  condolences 
and  consolations  are  such  common  and  such  useless 
things,  that  the  omission  of  them  is  no  great  crime ; 
and  my  own  diseases  occupy  my  mind  and  engage 
my  care.  My  nights  are  miserably  restless,  and 
my  days,  therefore,  are  heavy.  I  try,  however,  to 
hold  up  my  head  as  high  as  I  can. 

**  I  am  sorry  that  your  health  is  impaired :  per- 
haps the  spring  and  the  summer  may,  in  some  de- 
gree, restore  it ;  but  if  not,  we  must  submit  to  the 
inconveniences  of  time,  as  to  the  other  dispensations 
of  Eternal  Goodness.  Pray  for  me,  and  write  to 
me,  or  let  Mr.  Pearson  write  for  you.  I  am,  &c, 
^Ftanon  MSS.  •<  Sam.  Johnson.** 

JOHNSON  TO  MISS  REYNOLDS. 

**  December  23. 1783. 
"  DsAacsT  Madam,  —  You  shall  doubtless  be 
very  welcome  to  me  on  Christmas  day.  I  shall  not 
dine  alone,  but  the  company  will  all  be  people 
whom  we  can  stay  with  or  leave.  I  will  expect 
you  at  three,  if  I  hear  no  more.  I  am  this  day  a 
little  better.  I  am,  dear  Madam,  your  most  humble 
servant,  Sam.  Johnson. 

**  I  mean,  do  not  be  later  than  three ;  for  as  I 
am  afraid   I  shall  not  be  at  church,  you  cannot 
come  too  soon.*'] 
—  Beynoldi  MSS. 

I  consulted  him  on  two  qnestioiis  of  a  Tery 
different  nature :  one,  Whether  the  unconsti- 
tutional influence  exercised  by  the  peers  of 
Scotland  in  the  election  of  the  representatives 
of  the  commons,  by  means  of  fictitious  quali- 
ficationsii  ought  not  to  be  resisted ;  the  other. 
What  in  propriety  and  humanity  should  be 
done  with  old  horses  unable  to  Ial>our.  I  gave 
him  some  account  of  my  life  at  Auchinleck ; 
and  expressed  my  satisfaction  that  the  gentle- 
men of  the  county  had,  at  two  public  meetings, 
elected  me  their  prases  or  chairman. 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

*' London,  Dec.  24.1783. 

*<DEAa  SiK, —  Like  all  other  men  who  have 
great  friends,  you  begin  to  feel  the  pangs  of  neg- 
lected merit ;  and  all  the  comfort  that  I  can  give 
you  is,  by  telling  you  that  you  have  probably  more 
pangs  to  feel,  and  more  neglect  to  suffer.  You 
have,  indeed,  begun  to  complain  too  soon  ;  and  I 
hope  I  am  the  only  confidant  of  your  discontent. 
Your  friends  have  not  yet  had  leisure  to  gratify 
personal  kindness ;  they  have  hitherto  been  busy 
in  strengthening  their  ministerial  interest  If  a 
vacancy  happens  in  Scotland,  give  them  early  in- 
telligence: and  as  you  can  serve  government  as 
powerfully  as  any  of  your  probable  competitors,  you 
may  make  in  some  sort  a  warrantable  claim. 

**  Of  the  exaltations  and  depressions  of  your  mind 


^ 


you  delight  to  talk,  and  I  bate  to  bear.      Drive  all 
such  fancies  from  you* 

**  On  the  day  when  I  received  your  letter.  I 
think,  the  foregoing  page  was  written  ;  to  wluch 
one  disease  or  another  has  hindered  me  finm 
making  any  additions.  I  am  now  m  little  better. 
But  sickness  and  solitude  press  use  very  heavily. 
I  could  bear  sickness  better,  if  I  were  relieved  fion 
solituda 

**  The  present  dreadful  oonfusioa  of  tbe  pnUie 
ought  to  make  you  wrap  yourself  up  in  jour  here- 
ditary  possessions,  which,  though  less  than  yoo 
may  wish,  are  more  than  you  can  want ;  and  ia  na 
hour  of  religious  retirement  return  thanks  to  God. 
who  has  exempted  you  from  any  strong  temptstion 
to  faction,  treachery,  plunder,  and  disloyalty. 

**  As  your  neighbours  distinguish  you  by  audi 
honours  as  they  can  bestow,  content  yourself  with 
your  station,  without  neglecting  your  prnfi  ■liw 
Your  estate  and  the  courts  will  find  you  full  ero- 
ployment,  and  your  mind  well  occupied  win  be 
quiet. 

"  The  usurpation  of  the  nobility,  Ibr  they  ap- 
parently  usurp  all  the  influence  they  gain  by  fraud 
and  misrepresentation,  I  think  it  certainly  law^ 
perhaps  your  duty,  to  resist.  What  is  not 
own,  they  have  only  by  robbery. 

**  Your  question  about  the  hones  gives  me 

perplexity.  I  know  not  well  what  adviee  to  give 
you.  I  can  only  recommend  a  rule  which  you  do 
not  want :  give  as  little  pain  as  you  ean.  I  sap> 
pose  that  we  have  a  right  to  their  service  while 
their  strength  lasts ;  what  we  can  do  with  tben 
afterwards,  I  cannot  so  easily  determine.  Bnt  let 
us  consider.  Nobody  denies  that  man  has  a  right 
first  to  milk  the  cow,  and  to  shear  the  sbeepi,  and 
then  to  kill  them  for  his  table.  May  be  not,  by 
parity  of  reason,  first  work  a  horsey  and  tba  kiU 
him  the  easiest  way,  that  he  may  have  the  men» 
of  another  horse,  or  food  for  oows  and  sbe«p  ?  Maa 
is  influenced  in  both  cases  by  different  motivei  of 
self-interest  He  that  rcgects  the  one  must 
the  other.    I  am,  &c.»  Sam.  Jovxaov.** 

**  A  happy  and  pious   Christmas ;    and 
happy  years  to  you,  your  lady,  and  children. 

The  late  insenioos  Mr.Mickle,  some  time 
before  his  deatn,  wrote  me  a  letter  oonceming 
Dr.  Johnson,  in  which  he  mentions, — 

^  **  I  was  upwards  of  twelve  yean  acquainted  with 
him,  was  frequently  in  his  company,  always  talked 
with  ease  to  him,  and  can  truly  say,  that  I  never 
received  from  him  one  rough  word." 

In  this  letter  he  relates  his  having;,  while 
engaged  in  translating  the  Losiad,  had  a 
dispute  of  considerable  length  with  Jc^mson, 
who,  as  usual,  declaimed  upon  the  misery  and 
corruption  of  a  sea  life,  and  used  this  expres- 
sion:—"It  had  been  happy  for  the  woriJ, 
Sir,  if  your  hero,  Gama,  rrince  Henry  of 
Portugal,  and  C!olumbus,  had  never  been  bom, 
or  that  their  schemes  had  never  gone  farther 
than  their  own  imaginations.** 

*<  This  sentiment,**  says  Mr.  Mickle,  «*wli^is 
to  be  found  in  bis  'Introduction   to   the  World 
Displayed,*  I,  in  my  Dissertation  prefixed  to  tbe    . 
Lusiad,  have  controverted ;  and  though  antbots  arc 
said  to  be  bad  judges  of  their  own  work^  I  am  not    i 

: i 
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ashAincd  to  own  to  «  friend,  that  that  dissertation 
is  mj  &T0urite  above  all  that  I  ever  attempted  in 
prose  Neit  year,  when  the  Lusiad  was  published, 
I  waited  on  Dr.  Johnson,  who  addressed  me  with 
one  of  his  good-humoured  smiles :  —  *  Well,  you 
have  remembered  our  dispute  about  Prince  Henry, 
and  have  cited  me  too.  You  have  done  your  part 
very  well  indeed :  you  have  made  the  best  of  your 
argument ;  but  I  am  not  convinced  yet.' 

**  Before  publishing  the  Lusiad,  I  sent  Mr. 
Hoole  a  proof  of  that  part  of  the  introduction  in 
which  I  make  mention  of  Dr.  Johnson,  yourself, 
and  other  well-wishers  to  the  work,  begging  it 
might  be  shown  to  Dr.  Johnson.  This  was  ae- 
cordingly  done  ;  and  in  place  of  the  simple  men- 
tion of  him  which  I  had  made,  he  dictated  to  Mr. 
Hoole  the  sentence  as  it  now  standi 

**Dr,  Johnson  told  me  in  1773,  that,  about 
twenty  years  before  that  time,  he  himself  hod  a 
design  to  translate  the  Lusiad,  of  the  merit  of  which 
he  spoke  highly,  but  had  been  prevented  by  a 
number  of  other  engagements.'* 

Mr.  Mickle  reminds  me  in  this  letter  of  a 
conversation  at  dinner  one  day  at  Mr.  Hoolc*8 
with  Dr.  JohnsoUf  when  Mr.  Nicol,  the  king^s 
bookseller,  and  I,  attempted  to  controvert  the 
maxim,  ^  Better  that  ten  guilty  should  escape, 
than  one  innocent  person  suffer,**  and  were 
answered  bj  Dr.  Johnson  with  great  power  of 
reaiioning  and  eloquence.  I  am  very  sorry  that 
I  have  no  record  of  that  day :  but  X  well 
n^coUect  my  illustrious  friends  having  ably 
fthown,  that  unless  civil  institutions  ensure 
pnttection  to  the  innocent,  all  the  confidence 
which  mankind  should  have  in  them  would 
be  lost. 

I  shall  here  mention  what,  in  strict  chrono- 
lo^cal  arrangement,  should  have  appeared  in  my 
arconnt  of  uist  year ;  but  may  more  properly 
\*Q  introduced  here,  the  controversy  having  not 
h(;en  closed  till  this.  The  Reverend  Mr.  Snaw, 
'p.  52S.^  a  native  of  one  of  the  Hebrides, 
having  entertained  doubts  of  the  authenticity 
of  the  poems  ascribed  to  Ossian,  divested 
himself  of  national  bigotry ;  and  having  tra* 
veiled  in  the  Highlands  and  Islands  of  Scot- 
land, and  also  in  Ireland,  in  order  to  furnish 
himself  with  materials  for  a  Gaelic  Dictionary, 
which  he  afterwards  compiled,  was  so  fully 
«ati5fie(l  that  Dr.  Johnson  was  in  the  right 
upon  the  question,  that  he  candidly  published 
a  pamphlet,  stating  his  conviction,  and  the 
prcMif^i  and  reasons  on  which  it  was  founded. 
A  iienon  at  Edinburgh,  of  the  name  of  Clark, 
aiiiwcred  this  pamphlet  with  much  zeal,  and 
much  abuse  of  its  author.  Johnson  took 
Mr.  Shaw  under  his  protection,  and  gave  him 
hU  as!<istance  in  writing  a  rcplTi  which  has 
\f^n  admired  by  the  best  judges,  and  by 
many  been  considered  as  conclusive.  A  few 
paragra|>hs,  which  sufficiently  mark  their 
^rr.it  author,  shall  be  selected :  — 

•«  My  aaserttons  are,  for  the  most  part,  purely 
negative  :  I  deny  the  existence  of  Fingal,  because 
in  a  long  and  curious  peregrination  through  the 
Gaelie  regions  I  have  never  been  able  to  find  it. 


What  I  could  not  see  myself^  I  suspect  to  be  equally 
invisible  to  others ;  and  I  suspect  with  the  more 
reason,  as  among  all  those  who  have  seen  it  no  man 
can  show  it. 

**  Mr.  Clark  compares  the  obstinacy  of  tliose  who 
disbelieve  the  genuineness  of  Ossian  to  a  blind 
man  who  should  dispute  tlie  reality  of  colours,  and 
deny  that  the  British  troops  are  clothed  in  red. 
The  blind  man's  doubt  would  be  rational,  if  he  did 
not  know  by  experience  that  others  have  a  power 
which  he  himself  wants:  but  what  perspicaeity  has 
Mr.  Clark  which  Nature  has  withheld  from  me  or 
the  rest  of  mankind? 

**  The  true  state  of  the  parallel  roost  be  thb : 

Suppose  a  man,  with  eyes  like  his  neighbours,  was 
told  by  a  boasting  corporal,  that  the  troops,  indeed, 
wore  red  clothes  for  their  ordinary  dress,  but  that 
every  soldier  had  likewise  a  suit  of  black  velvet, 
which  ho  puts  on  when  the  king  reviews  them. 
This  he  thinks  strange,  and  desires  to  see  the  line 
clothes,  but  finds  nobody  in  forty  thousand  men 
that  can  produce  either  coat  or  waistcoat.  One, 
indeed,  has  lel^  them  in  his  chest  at  Port  Mahon ; 
another  has  always  heard  that  he  ought  to  have 
velvet  clothes  somewhere ;  and  a  third  has  heard 
somebody  say  that  soldiers  ought  to  wear  velvet 
Can  the  inquirer  be  blamed  if  he  goes  away  be- 
lieving that  a  soldier's  red  coat  is  all  that  he  has? 

**  But  the  most  obdurate  incredulity  may  be 
shamed  or  silenced  by  facta.  To  overpower  con- 
tradictions, let  the  soldier  show  his  velvet  coat,  and 
the  Fingalist  the  original  of  Ossian. 

**  The  difference  between  us  and  the  blind  man 
is  this :  the  blind  man  is  unconvinced,  because  he 
cannot  see :  and  we  because,  though  we  can  sec, 
we  find  nothing  that  can  be  diown.** 

Kotwithstanding  the  complication  of  dis* 
orders  under  which  Johnson  now  laboured, 
he  did  not  resign  himself  to  despondency  and 
discontent,  but  with  wisdom  and  spirit  en- 
deavoured to  console  and  amuse  nis  mind 
with  as  many  innocent  enjoyments  as  he  could 
procure.  Sir  John  Hawluns  has  mentioned 
the  cordiality  with  which  he  insisted  that  such 
of  the  members  of  the  old  club  in  Ivy  Lane 
as  survived  should  meet  again  and  dine 
together,  which  they  did,  twice  at  a  tavern, 
and  once  at  his  house. 

[JOHNSON  TO  HAWKINS. 

**  Bolt  Coott,  Mot.  SS.  17S3. 
•*  DsAa  Sia,--  As  Mr.  Ryland  was  Ulking  with 
me  of  old  friends  and  past  times,  we  warmed  our- 
selves into  a  wish,  that  all  who  remained  of  the 
Club  should  meet  and  dine  at  the  house  which 
once  was  Horseman's,  in  Ivy-lane.  I  have  under* 
taken  to  solicit  you,  and  thaefare  desire  you  to  tell 
on  what  day  next  week  you  can  conveniently  meet 
your  old  friends.  I  am.  Sir,  your  most  humble 
servant,  Sam.  JoHMsoa.** 

JOHNSON  TO  HAWKIN& 

"  DtCMBb«r  &  1783. 

**  DtAa  Sia, —  In  perambulating  Ivy-lane,  Mr. 

Ryland  found  neither  our  landlord  Horseman  nor 

his  suoceaaor.      The  old  house  is  sliut  up,  ao«l  lie 

liked  not  the  appearance  of  any  near  it :  be  there- 
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fore  bespoke  our  dinner  at  the  Queen*s  Arzot,  in 
St.  Paul's  Churchyard,  where,  at  half  an  hour  t^er 
three,  your  company  vill  be  desired  to-day  by  those 
who  remain  of  our  former  society.  Your  humble 
servant,  Sam.  Johmsok.*** 

JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  THKALE. 

(Extract.) 

**  London,  I3th  Dtcemher,  1783. —  I  dined  about 
a  fortnight  ago  with  three  old  friends.  We  had 
not  met  together  for  thirty  years,  and  one  of  us 
thought  the  others  grown  very  old.  In  the  thirty 
years  two  of  our  set  have  died.  Our  meeting  may 
be  supposed  to  be  somewhat  tender.**] 
^^  Letter»» 

In  order  to  ensure  himself  society  in  the 
evening  for  three  days  in  the  week,  he  insti- 
tuted a  club  at  the  Essex  Head,  in  Essex 
Street,  then  kept  by  Samuel  Greaves,  an  old 
servant  of  Mr.  Thrale*s. 

JOHNSON  TO  REYNOLD& 

**  December  4.  1783. 
**  Deak  Sir,  —  It  is  inconvenient  to  me  to  come 
out ;  I  should  else  have  waited  on  you  with  an  ac- 
count of  a  little  evening  club  whieh  we  are  esta- 
blishing in  Essex  Street,  in  the  Strand,  and  of  which 
you  are  desired  to  be  one.  It  will  he  held  at  the 
Essex  Head,  now  kept  by  an  old  servant  of  Thrale*s. 
The  company  is  numerous,  and,  as  you  will  see  by 
the  list,  miscellaneous.    The  terms  are  lax,  and  the 


1  **  With  thU  inviUltoD/*  laj t  Hawkini.  *«  I  cheerftillx 
coipplicd,  and  met,  at  the  time  and  place  appointed,  all  who 
could  be  muttered  of  oor  society,  namelf,  Johnson,  Mr.  Rf <- 
land,  and  Mr.  Payne  of  the  Bank.  When  we  were  collected, 
the  thought  that  we  were  so  few  occasioned  some  melancholy 
reflections,  and  I  could  not  but  compare  our  meeting,  at  suco 
an  advanced  period  of  life  as  it  was  to  us  all.  to  that  of  the 
four  old  men  in  the  *  Senile  Colloquium  *  of  Erasmus.  We 
dined,  and  in  the  evening  regaled  with  coffee.  At  ten  we 
broke  up,  much  to  the  regret  of  Johnson,  who  proposed 
staring  :  hut  finding  us  inclined  to  separate,  he  left  us,  with 
a  sigh  that  seemed  to  come  from  his  heart,  lamenting  that  he 
was  retiring  to  solitude  and  cheerless  meditation. 

"  Johnson  had  proposed  a  meeting  like  this  once  a  month, 
and  we  had  one  more;  but,  the  time  approaching  for  a 
third,  he  began  to  feel  a  return  of  tome  of  his  complaints, 
nnd  signified  a  wish  that  we  would  dine  with  him  at  his  own 
house ;  and  aceordingly  we  met  there,  and  were  very  cheer* 
rally  entertained  by  him.*'  —  I4fe^  p.  562.  —  Ceokek. 

*  Johnson  himself,  by  the  mention  of  Barry  the  painter, 
seems  to  have  anticipated  (as  he  very  naturally  might)  some 
reluctance  on  the  part  of  Sir  Joshua.  Indeed,  the  violence  of 
Barry's  temper,  and  the  absurdity  of  his  conduct,  rendered 
him  no  very  agreeable  companion :  but  towards  Sir  Joshua, 
his  behaviour  had  been  particularly  offensive,  i— Caoaxa. 

3  A  biographical  notice  of  Mr.  Cooke,  who  died  April  3. 
1R24.  will  be  found  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  for  that 
month ;  and  some  account  of  Mr.  Joddrell  is  given  in  Nichols's 
Lit.  Anec  vol.  vlil.  —  Caoxsa. 

4  I  wu  In  Scotland  when  this  club  was  founded,  and  during 
all  the  winter.  Johnson,  however,  declared  I  should  b«  a 
member,  and  invented  a  word  upon  the  occasion :  "  Boswell," 
said  he,  "  Is  a  very  eiubable  man."  When  I  came  to  town  I 
was  proposed  by  Mr.  Barringtou. and  chosen.  I  believe  there 
are  few  societies  where  there  Is  better  conversation  or  more 
decorum.  Several  of  us  resolved  to  continue  It  after  our  great 
founder  was  removed  by  death.  Other  members  were  added ; 
and  now.  about  eight  years  since  that  loss,  we  go  on  happily. 
—  BoswBLL.  Johnson  had  already  Invented  tmdubabie  for 
8ir  J.  Hawkins.  See  mnii,  p.  164.  n.  1 Caoxaa,  1847. 

»  Miss  Hawkins  candidly  says, "  Boswell  was  well  Justified 
III  his  resentment  of  my  father's  designation  of  this  as  a  aixm 
prnny  club  at  an  aUkoute.  I  am  sorry  my  fkther  permitted 
It Im self  to  be  so  pettish  on  the  subject.  Honestlv  speakina, 
I  dare  say  he  did  not  like  being  passed  over.".—  if  em.  voL  u. 
p.  104.  — Caoaxa. 


light.  Mr.  Barry  was  adopted  br  Dr. 
Brocklesby,  who  joined  with  me  in  forming  t^ 
plan.  We  meet  thrice  a  week,  and  he  who  miaes 
forfeits  twopence.  If  you  are  willing  to  become  a 
member,  draw  a  line  under  your  nanae:  RcCiifB 
the  list.  We  meet  for  the  first  time  on  Monday,  at 
eight     I  am,  &c..  Sax.  Johvsov." 

It  did  not  suit  Sir  Joshoft'  to  be  one  of  this 
club.  But  when  I  mention  only  Mr.  Dttiies 
Barrin^n,  Dr.  Brocklesbjt  Mr.  MurphT,  Mr. 
John  Nichols,  Mr.  Cooke  \  Mr.  JoddreU,  Mr. 
Paradise,  Dr.  Horselej,  Mr.  Windham  \  I  shall 
sufficiently  obviate  the  misrepresentation  of  it 
by  Sir  John  Hawkins,  as  if  it  had  been  a  low 
alehouse  association  ^  by  which  Johnson  was 
degraded.  Johnson  himself,  like  his  namesake 
Old  Ben,  composed  the  rules  of  his  dub.^ 

In  the  end  of  this  year  he  was  seized  with  a 
spasmodic  asthma  of  such  violence,  that  be 
was  confined  to  the  house  in  great  pain,  beii^ 
sometimes  obliged  to  sit  all  night  in  his  chair, 
a  recumbent  posture  being  so  hurtful  to  his 
respiration,  that  he  could  not  endure  lying  b 
bed ;  and  there  come  upon  him  at  the  sai&e 
time  that  oppressive  and  fatal  disease,  a  dropsr. 
It  was  a  yer^  seyere  winter,  which  probably 
aggravated  his  complaints;  and  the  solitude 
in  which  Mr.  Levett  and  Mrs.  Williams  hjd 
left  him  rendered  his  life  very  gloomy.  Mr«. 
Desmoulins,  who  still  lived,  was  herself  so 


"  RULES. 

To-day  deen  thoughts  with  me  reeolve  to  dreoek 
In  miith,  which  suter  no  repenting  draws.** — Ma.' 


*'  The  dab  shall  consist  of  four  and  twenty. 

**  The  meeCinff  shall  be  on  the  Monday,  Thwrsdaj.  sal 
Saturday  of  every  week;  but  in  the  week  belbre  Banter  th<tc 
shall  be  no  meetuix. 

"  Every  member  Is  at  liberty  to  introduce  a  tHeuA  tece  a 
week,  but  not  oftener. 

**  Two  members  shall  oblige  themselvet  to  atcend  la  thsw 
turn  every  nigbt  fhm  d^ht  to  ten,  or  procure  two  to  attaRi 
in  ttieir  room. 

*'  Every  member  present  at  the  dub  abalt  spend  m  le«t 
sixpence  s  and  every  member  who  st^yt  awaj  aball  fcrtat 

threepence.  (s£e.) 

**  The  master  of  the  house  shall  kaep  an  afecomC  ef  tkt 
absent  members ;  and  deliver  to  the  praaidasit  of  tbe  nigte  a 
list  of  the  forfeits  incurred. 

"  When  any  member  returns  after  ahsenoe.  be  skd  im- 
mediately  lay  down  his  forfeits  j  which  If  be  omita  Is  da.  tar 
president  shall  require. 

"  There  shall  be  no  general  reckoning,  bat  every  wum.  ^all 

adUust  his  own  expenses. 

'*  The  night  of  indispensable  attendance  will  eoae  to  every 
member  once  a  month.  Whoever  shall  far  thr«e  immit  i 
together  omit  to  attend  himself,  or  by  substitution,  nor  sk«S 
make  any  apology  In  the  fourth  month,  aball  be  mnahhiid  as 
having  abdicated  the  club. 

**  When  a  vacancy  is  to  be  filled,  the  name  of  the  canAtee, 
and  of  the  member  recommending  him,  shall  stand  la  the 
club-room  three  nights.  On  the  fourth  he  mmw  be  rhria  b* 
ballot ;  six  members  at  least  being  prescikt,  and  two-thirds  cf 
the  ballot  being  in  his  favour ;  or  the  m^ority,  tHiwM  ite 
numbers  not  be  divisible  by  three. 

**  The  mastor  of  the  bouse  shall  give  notSc«L  six  days  be> 
fore,  to  each  of  those  members  whose  turn  of 
attendance  is  come. 

**  The  notice  may  be  In  these  words  : *  Sir,  On . 

of ,  will  be  your  turn  ofproldiag  at  the  Euex 

Head.    Your  company  is  therefore  earnestly  requcsCfd.' 

**  One  penny  shall  be  left  by  ead»  member  lor  the  waiiw.'* 

Johnson's  definition  of  a  dub.  in  this  seoao,  In  hit  Ihe- 
tlonary,  is,  **  An  assembly  of  good  fallows, 
certain  conditions.**— Boowaix. 


the 
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very  ill,  that  she  could  contribute  verj  little 
to  his  relief.  He,  however,  had  none  of  that 
uiujocial  shyness  which  we  commonly  see  in 
people  afflicted  with  sickness.  He  did  not 
hide  his  head  from  the  world,  in  solitary 
abstraction;  he  did  not  deny  himself  to  the 
visits  of  his  friends  and  acquaintances ;  but 
at  all  times  when  he  was  not  overcome  by 
iileep,  was  as  ready  for  conversation  as  in  his 
best  days.' 


CHAPTER  LXXVnL 

1784. 

Buriom*»  Book*.  —  AUerwian  Clark.  — -  Corrupond- 
mce.  -*  Dr.  GiOetpie,  —  Drs.  OlCm,  Hope,  and 
Monro,  —  DitinM  InterposUum.  —  Lord  Mot^ 
beddo.  —  Dr.  Boss.  —  George  SUeotns. .—  Mrs, 
MomUtgu,  —  Bttrke*s  QmoersoHon.  —  Foots.  — - 
The  Empress  of  Bussia.  — Mrs.  Tkraie.  —  Eeelo' 
siastieal  DiseipUne.  —  Fear  of  Death.  — *  Capd 
Loffi. —  Thomas  d  Kempis. — Dr.  Douglas. — 
Editions  of  Horace.  -«  Charles  Fox. 

A5D  now  I  am  arrived  at  the  last  year  of  the 
life  of  Sam(J£l  Johnson;  a  year  in  which, 
although  passed  in  severe  indisposition,  he 
nevertheless  gave  many  evidences  of  the  con- 
ti  nuance  of  those  wondrous  powers  of  mind 
which  raised  him  so  high  in  the  intellectual 
world.  His  conversation  and  his  letters  of  this 
yrar  were  in  no  respect  inferior  to  those  of 
iormer  years.  The  iollowing  is  a  remarkable 
pnwf  of  his  being  alive  to  the  most  minute 
curiosities  of  literature. 

JOHNSON  TO  MR,  DILLY, 
Bookseller,  in  the  Poultrg. 

•*  Jan  6.  1784. 
-  Sim,  —  There  u  in  the  world  a  set  of  books 
which  used  to  be  sold  by  the  booksellers  on  the 
bridge  ',  and  which  I  must  entreat  you  to  procure 
roe.  They  are  called  Burton*s  Books  ' :  the  title  of 
one  is  *  Admirable  Curiosities,  Rarities,  and  Won- 
d^rrs  in  England**  1  believe  there  are  about  Ave  or 
«ix  of  them ;  they  seem  very  proper  to  allure  hack- 
ward  readers  ;  be  so  kind  as  to  get  them  for  me, 
<ifid  wnd  mc  them  with  the  best  printed  edition  of 
*  Baxter's  Call  to  the  UnconTcrtcd.'     I  am,  Bcc, 

**Sam«  Johnson.** 

JOHNSON  TO  PERKIN& 

«•  Jan.  21.  17M. 
**  DzAa  Sia, —  I  was  very  sorry  not  to  sec  you 
-.•  hen  you  were  so  kind  as  to  call  on  me  ;  but  to  (li«- 


•  r>D  the  SOch  D<«..  Dr.  and  MIti  Fanny  Burner  Tialted  him. 
<  ^n  parilof  he  frratiied  her  hand  and  tald,  **  The  nlltter  I  hare 
*ttf^  for  my  breatn  hat  betrayed  tome  very  bad  tokrai.  but 
I  « ill  imH  terriff  njielf  by  tafklnir  of  them.  Jk»  prtrx  Dieu 
'  ur  mtM."  TfiU  waa  the  onlr  time  he  erer  addn'*«ed  her  In 
F  r*'ftrh  and  the  thought  he  did  *o  that  lome  other  periont 
who  were  In  the  room  rol(;ht  not  \io»i  this  loJunctkMi.^  L(rtf 
«^  Durmeu.  I.  SO.  —  CaoKBB.  m47. 

*  Old  London  Bridfe,  once  curered  on  boCh  haads  with 
ahofM  aod  bouMS  over  tbcm.  —  Caoau,  1847. 


appoint  friends,  and  if  they  are  not  very  good- 
natured,  to  disoblige  them,  is  one  of  the  erds  of 
sickness.  If  you  will  please  to  let  me  know  which 
of  the  afternoons  in  this  week  I  shall  be  favoured 
with  another  Tisit  by  you  and  Mrs.  Perkins,  and 
the  yoiug  people,  I  will  take  all  the  measures  that 
I  can  to  be  pretty  well  at  that  time.     I  am,  &c^ 

**  Sam*  Johksov.* 

His  attention  to  the  Essex  Head  Club  ap- 
pears from  the  followiiu^  letter  to  Mr.  Alder- 
man Clark,  a  gentleman  for  whom  hedescrredl/ 
entertained  a  great  regard.  ^ 

JOHNSON  TO  CLARK. 

"  Jan  27. 1784. 
**  Dkak  Sia,  —  Tou  will  receive  a  requisition, 
according  to  the  rules  of  the  club,  to  be  at  the 
house  as  president  of  the  night  This  turn  comr« 
once  a  month,  and  the  member  is  obliged  to  attend, 
or  send  another  in  his  place.  You  were  inroUed  in 
the  club  by  my  invitation,  and  1  ought  to  intro- 
duce you  ;  but  as  I  am  hindered  by  sickness,  Mr. 
Hoole  will  very  properly  supply  my  place  as  intro- 
ductory or  yours  as  president.  I  hope  in  milder 
weather  to  be  a  very  constant  attendant  I  am, 
Sir,  &c.,  Sam.  Johnson. 

<*  You  ought  to  be  informed  that  the  forfeits 
began  with  the  year,  and  that  every  night  of  non- 
attendance  incurs  the  mulct  of  threepence,  that  is, 
ninepence  a- week.** 

On  the  8th  of  January  I  wrote  to  him, 
anxiously  inouiring  as  to  his  health,  and  en* 
closinffiny  ^  Letter  to  the  People  of  Scotland 
on  the  Fresent  State  of  the  Nation.**  "I  trust," 
said  I,  *^that  you  will  be  liberal  enough  to 
make  allowance  for  my  dificrinrr  from  you  on 
two  points,  [the  Middlesex  election  and  the 
American  war,]  when  m^  general  principles  of 
government  are  accordmg  to  your  own  heart, 
and  when,  at  a  crisis  of  doubtful  event,  I  stand 
forth  with  honest  zeal  as  an  ancient  and  faith- 
ful Briton.  My  reason  for  introducing  those 
two  points  was,  that  as  my  opinions  with  regard 
to  them  had  been  declared  at  the  periods  when 
they  were  least  favourable,  I  might  have  the 
credit  of  a  man  who  Is  not  a  worshipper  of 
ministerial  power.** 

[BOSWELL  TO  REYNOLDS 

"  Edinburgh,  6Ui  February.  I7M. 

**  Mr  nsAE  Sia,  —  I  long  exceedingly  to  hear 
from  you.  Sir  'William  Forbes  brought  roe  good 
accounts  of  you,  and  Mr.  Temple  sent  me  very 
pleasing  intelligence  concerning  the  &irPalmeria^ 
But  a  line  or  two  from  yourself  is  the  next  thing  to 
seeing  you. 

**  My  anxiety  about  Br.  Johnson  is  truly  great 


3  ThfM  t>oAkt  are  noch  more  oumeroaa  than  Johnion 
tappofrd.  —  Malonb.  Mr.  MaloneaddialtaCofSortheBi. 
«  CaoKts,  1M7. 

4  My  venerable  IHrnd  Mr.  Clark,  who  had  eontrlbtited 
some  InforroaUoa  to  my  ftrst  edldoo,  died  at  Cheftaaj,  Jan. 
16.  1831.  St.  93 — Caoaia. 

•  Ko  doubt  MiM  Palmer,  aflerwaids  Lady  Tbomcod,  Sir 
JtMhua's  Dleee.  —  Caoaia. 
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I  had  a  letter  from  him  within  these  six  weeks, 
written  with  hu  usual  acuteness  and  yigour  of 
mind.  But  he  complained  sadly  of  the  state  of 
his  health  ;  and  I  have  been  informed  since  that  he 
is  worse.  I  intend  to  be  in  London  next  month, 
chiefly  to  attend  upon  him  with  respectful  affec- 
tion, fiuty  in  the  mean  time,  it  will  be  a  great 
favour  done  me,  if  you,  who  know  him  so  well, 
will  be  kind  enough  to  let  me  know  particularly 
how  he  is. 

•«  I  hope  Mr.  Dilly  conveyed  to  you  my  Letter 
on  the  State  of  the  Nation,  from  iht  Author,  I 
know  your  political  principles,  and  indeed  your 
settled  system  of  thinking  upon  civil  society  and 
subordination,  to  be  according  to  my  own  heart ; 
and  therefore  I  doubt  not  you  will  approve  of  my 
honest  seaL  But  what  monstrous  effects  of  party 
do  we  now  see !  I  am  really  vexed  at  the  conduct 
of  some  of  our  friends.* 

**  Amidst  the  conflict  our  friend  of  Port  Eliot  is 
with  much  propriety  created  a  peer.  But  why,  O 
why  did  he  not  obtain  tlie  title  of  Baron  Maho- 
gany? (p.  680.)  Genealogists  and  heralds  would 
have  had  curious  work  of  it  to  explain  and  ill  us- 
trate  that  title.  I  ever  am,  with  sincere  regard,  my 
dear  Sir,  your  affectionate  humble  servant, 
—  ReynoUU  MSS,  •*  Jamu  Boswkll."] 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

**FebLll.l7M. 

"  Dkar  Sia,—  I  hear  of  many  inquiries  which 
your  kindness  has  disposed  you  to  make  after  me. 
I  have  long  intended  you  a  long  letter,  which  per- 
haps the  imagination  of  its  length  hindered  me 
from  beginning.  I  will,  therefore,  content  mjself 
with  a  shorter. 

**  Having  promoted  the  institution  of  a  new  club 
in  the  neighbourhood,  at  the  house  of  an  old  ser- 
vant of  Thrale's,  I  went  thither  to  meet  the  com- 
pany, and  was  seised  with  a  spasmodic  asthma,  so 
violent,  that  with  difliculty  I  got  to  my  own 
house,  in  which  I  have  been  confined  eight  or  nine 
weeks,  and  from  which  I  know  not  when  I  shall  be 
able  to  go  even  to  church.  The  asthma,  however, 
is  not  the  worst.  A  dropsy  gains  ground  upon 
me :  my  legs  and  thighs  are  very  much  swollen  with 
water,  which  I  should  be  content  if  I  could  keep 
there ;  but  I  am  afraid  that  it  will  soon  be  higher. 
l^Iy  nights  are  very  sleepless  and  .very  tedious,  and 
yet  I  am  extremely  afiraid  of  dying. 

**  My  physicians  try  to  make  me  hope  that  much 
of  my  malady  is  the  effect  of  cold,  and  that  some 
degree  at  least  of  recovery  is  to  be  expected  from 
vernal  breeses  and  summer  suns.  If  my  life  is 
prolonged  to  autumn,  I  should  be  glad  to  try  a 
warmer  climate;  though  how  to  travel  with  a 
diseased  body,  without  a  companion  to  conduct 
me,  and  with  very  little  money,  I  do  not  well  see. 
Ramsay  has  recovered  his  limbs  in  Italy;   and 


1  Mettrt.  Fox  and  Burks.  —  Cbokki. 

s  See  pMl,  D.  7ft3.,  Mr.  Bocwell't  ttalement  of  this  ex- 
traonllniiry  relief:  Hawkina'a  is  still  more  drcumstuntlal 
and  curious.— ./.{^ir.  963.^  Csorkr,  1847. 

*  "  l.ettrr  to  the  People  of  Scotland  on  the  present  Stale  of 
the  Nation.'*  I  sent  it  to  Mr.  Pitt,  with  a  letter.  In  which  I 
thus  cxpreiM^  myseir :  —  **  My  principle*  nMjr  aiiptur  to  yon 
too  monarchical ;  but  I  know  and  am  persuaded  they  are 
not  inconsistent  with  the  tnie  princfpln  of  liberty.  Be  this 
as  it  may,  you,  Sir.  are  now  the  prime  minbter,  called  by  the 


Fielding  was  sent  to  Lisbon,  where,  uAni  be 
died :  but  be  was,  I  believe,  past  hope  wbca  be 
went.     Think  for  me  what  1  can  do. 

«  I  received  your  pamphlet,  and  whca  I  vriti 
again  may  perhaps  tell  you  some  opinioo  sbout  it ; 
but  you  will  forgive  a  man  struggling  with  di«« 
his  neglect  of  disputes,  politics,  and  paaphleti 
Let  me  have  your  prayers.  My  complnBeati  to 
your  lady  and  young  ones.  Ask  your  j/h^wm 
about  my  case:  and  desire  Sir  Alexander  Did  to 
write  me  his  opinioo.     I  ana,  dear  Sir,  ftc. 

**  Sam.  Joavsox.' 

JOHNSON  TO  MR&  PORTER. 


I7U 

"  Mt  nsARCST  LovB,—  I  have  been  ntrrrtj 
ill  of  an  asthma  and  dropsy,  but  reccifed  b;  ibf 
mercy  of  God  sudden  and  unexpected  relief  Ir: 
Thursday*,  by  the  discharge  of  twenty  pisb  d 
water.  Whether  I  shall  continue  free,  or  diail  iJ 
again,  cannot  be  told.  Pray  for  me.  Destk,  w 
dear,  is  very  dreadful ;  let  us  think  nothiof  mh 
oitf  care  but  how  to  prepare  Ibr  if :  what  wc  k w 
amiss  in  ourselves  let  us  make  haste  to  amefld  si£ 
put  our  trust  in  the  mercy  of  God  and  the  ictv- 
cession  of  our  Saviour.     I  am,  ftc, 

**  Sax.  Jousos.* 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELU 

**  Loodoa,  Fth.  V  HM. 

** DsAR  Sia,_ I  have  joai  advanced  so  fets. 
wards  recovery  as  to  read  a  pamphlet;  sad  'm 
may  reasonably  suppose  that  the  first  fMrfHt 
which  I  rtad  was  yours.  I  am  very  mack  of  jw 
opinion,  and,  like  you,  feel  great  im&gMtioa  it  t^ 
indecency  with  which  the  king  is  every  dby  tmt^ 
Your  paper  contains  very  considciable  kavviecr 
of  history  and  of  the  cottttitutioii,  very  pn^c-^ 
produced  and  applied.  It  will  eertaiBly  lanr  j^ 
character  *,  though  perhaps  it  may  not'oMkc  i«  & 
minister  of  state. 

I  desire  you  to  sec  Mrs,  Stewait  ooee  sgsiiL  a- 
tell  her,  that  in  the  letter-caae  was  a  letter  r«Uu: 
to  me,  for  which  I  will  give  her,  if  the  is  villiv 
give  it  me,  another  guinea.^  Hie  letter  v  of  eet- 
sequenoe  only  to  me.     I  am,  dear  Sir,  Ac, 

**  Sax.  Jokksos  * 

In  oonsequence  of  Johnson's  reoiwst  tkit  I 
should  ask  our  physicians  aboul  hs  ow.  s»i 
desire  Sir  Alexander  Dick  to  send  kbopw*. 
I  transmitted  him  a  letter  from  tkat  nrr 
amiable  baronet,  then  in  his  eighiy-fint  vw, 
with  his  faculties  as  entire  as  erer,  nd  xa* 
tioned  his  expressions  to  me  in  the  note  sn^o- 
panying  it,  — "With  my  most  sflcrtKr' 
wishes  for  Dr.  Johnson*s  recorery,  iawkai  i-^ 
friends,  his  country,  and  oU  mankind  kj^t  « 
deep  a  stake  ;**  and  at  the  same  tine  a  '*- 


f* 


sorereijni  to  auiotaln  the  rtgto  of  the 
of  the  people,  asaiast  a  vhdt 
enUtled  to  the  waraest  sappo 
department.**  He  answered.  **  I  an  e 
for  the  senthaents  you  do  netbe 
ot»servfd  with  great  pleasure  the  , 
given  to  the  cause  of  the  piiUic  ta  the 
to  transmit  to  me."  ~  Boawiu. 

«  8esaistt,p.64l.,«idlheA 


As  mrfc.»*«  »- 

•  •••» 


** 


J«a 


^T.  75. 
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opinion  upon  his  case  bj  Dr.  Gillespie,  who, 
like  Dr.  Cullen,  had  the  advantage  of  havinff 
passed  through  the  gradations  of  sorgerj  ana 
pharmacy,  and  by  study  and  practice  had  at- 
tained to  such  skill,  that  my  »ther  settled  on 
hiin  two  hundred  pounds  a  year  for  five  years, 
and  fiit^  pounds  a  year  durins  his  life,  as  an 
konaranum  to  secure  his  particiuar  attendance. 
The  opinion  was  conveyed  in  a  letter  to  me, 
Ix'ginnmg,  ^  I  am  sincerely  sorry  for  the  bad 
state  of  health  your  very  learned  and  illus- 
trious friend,  Dr.  Johnson,  labours  under  at 
present." 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

*•  London.  March  9. 17S4. 

*  DiAK  Sim,  —  Presently  after  I  had  sent  away 
my  last  letter,  I  received  your  kind  medical  packet. 
I  am  very  much  obliged  both  to  you  and  to  your 
physicians  Ibr  your  kind  attention  to  my  disease. 
Dr.  Gillespie  has  sent  me  an  excellent  amtiHum 
medictam^  all  solid  practical  eiperimental  know- 
ledge. I  am  at  present,  in  the  opinion  of  my 
pbyneians  (Dr.  Hebcrden  and  Dr.  Brocklesby), 
as  well  as  my  own,  going  on  very  hopefully.  I 
have  just  begun  to  take  vinegar  of  squills.  The 
powder  hurt  my  stomach  so  much  that  it  could  not 
be  continued. 

**  Return  Sir  Aleiaader  Dick  my  sincere  thanks 
for  his  kind  letter ;  and  bring  with  you  the  rhu- 
barb *  which  he  so  tenderly  offers  me.  I  hope  dear 
Mrs.  Boswell  is  now  quite  well,  and  that  no  evil, 
either  real  or  imaginary,  now  disturbs  you.  I  am, 
&c,  Sam.  Johnsok.** 

I  also  applied  to  three  of  the  eminent  phy- 
f  i<*ian8  who  nad  chairs  in  our  celebrated  school 
of  medicine  at  Edinburgh,  Doctors  Cullen, 
Hope,  and  Monro,  to  each  of  whom  I  sent  the 
fuUowiDg  letter : — 

•*  March  7. 17S4. 
"DsAa  Sia,  — Dr.  Johnson  has  been  very  ill 
lor  Mmie  time ;  and  in  a  letter  of  aniious  apprehen- 
sion hm  writes  to  me,  *  Ask  your  phyaidans  about 

•*  This,  you  sec,  is  not  authority  for  a  regular 
coosoltation :  but  I  have  no  doubt  of  your  readi- 
ncas  to  give  your  advice  to  a  man  so  eminent,  and 
who  in  bis  lih  of  Garth,  has  paid  your  profession 
a  Just  and  elegant  eompliment:  *  I  Iwlieve  every 
man  has  found  in  physicians  great  liberality  and 
dignity  of  aentiment,  very  prompt  efTusions  of  b^ 
oeficeoce,  and  willingness  to  esert  a  lucrative  art 
where  there  is  no  hope  of  lucre.* 

**  Dr»  Johnson  i«  aged  seventy-four.  Last  sum- 
mer b«  had  a  stroke  of  the  pidsy,  from  which  he 
recovered  almost  entirely.  He  had,  before  that, 
lievn  troubled  with  a  catarrhous  cough.  This  winter 
lie  wma  seised  with  a  spasmodic  asthma,  by  which 
be  has  lieen  confined  to  his  houM  for  about  three 
mootha.  Dr.  Brocklesby  writes  to  me,  that  upon 
tlir  least  sdmission  of  cold,  there  u  such  a  constrie- 
ttiHi  upon  his  breast,  that  he  cannot  lie  down  in 
hi«  bvd,  but  is  obliged  to  sit  up  all  night,  and  gets 
rc«t,  and  sometimes  sleep,  only  by  means  of  lau- 


1  Fmia  hit  fardra  at  PrMtonMd,  where  he  cultivttsd 
thai  plant  with  tucfa  loocen,  Uiat  he  wa«  pr«Mot«d  wlUi  a 


danum  and  syrup  of  poppies ;  and  that  there  are 
oedematous  tumours  in  his  legs  and  thighs.  Dr. 
Brocklesby  trusU  a  good  deal  to  the  return  of  mild 
weather.  Dr.  Johnson  says  that  a  dropsy  gains 
ground  upon  him  ;  and  be  seems  to  think  that  a 
warmer  climate  would  do  him  good.  I  undersUnd 
he  is  now  rather  better,  and  is  using  vinegar  of 
squills.     I  am,  &c.,  Jamks  Boswill.** 

All  of  them  ]Mdd  the  most  polite  attention  to 
my  letter  and  its  venerable  object.  Dr.  Cul- 
len's  words  concerning  him  were,  "  It  would 
give  me  the  greatest  pkasure  to  be  of  any  ser- 
vice to  a  man  whom  the  public  properly  esteem, 
and  whom  I  esteem  and  respect  as  much  as  I 
do  Dr.  Johnson.**  Dr.  Hope*s,  "Few  people 
have  a  better  claim  on  me  than  your  friend,  as 
hardly  a  day  passes  that  I  do  not  ask  his  opinion 
about  this  or  that  word.'*  Dr.  Monro s,  "I 
most  sincerely  join  you  in  sympathising  with 
that  vcr^r  worthy  and  ingenious  oiaracter,  from 
whom  his  country  has  derived  much  instruc* 
tion  and  entertainment.** 

Dr.  Hope  correspionded  with  his  friend  Dr. 
Brocklesbjr.  Doctors  Cullen  and  Monro  wrote 
their  opinions  and  prescriptions  to  me,  which 
I  afterwards  carried  with  me  to  London,  and, 
60  far  as  they  were  encooraging,  communicated 
to  Johnson.  The  liberality  on  one  hand,  and 
grateful  sense  of  it  on  the  other,  I  have  great 
satisfaction  in  recording. 

[JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  PORTER. 

■•Bolt-coort,  10th  March,  17S4. 

•<  Mr  DBAaisT  Low,  —  I  will  not  suppose  that 
it  is  for  want  of  kindness  that  you  did  not  answer 
my  last  letter ;  and  I  therefore  write  again  to  tell 
you  that  I  have,  by  God*s  great  mercy,  still  con- 
tinued to  grow  better.  My  asthma  is  seldom 
troublesome,  and  my  dropsy  has  ran  itKlf  almost 
away,  in  a  manner  which  my  physician  says  is  very 
uncommon. 

**  I  have  been  confined  from  the  14th  of  Decem- 
ber, and  shall  not  soon  venture  abroad ;  but  I  have 
this  day  dressed  myself  as  I  was  before  my 
sickness. 

*<  If  it  be  inconvenient  to  you  to  write,  desire 
Mr.  Pearson  to  let  me  know  how  you  do,  and  how 
you  have  passed  this  long  winter.  I  em  now  not 
without  hopes  that  we  shall  once  more  see  one 
another. 

•■  Make  my  compliments  to  Mrs.  Cobb  and  Miss 
Adey,  and  to  all  my  friends,  particularly  to  Mr. 
Pearson.     I  am,  my  dear,  your  most  bumble  ser- 
vant, Sam.  JoaasoM.** 
MSS. 


JOHNSON  TO  MR&  GASTRELL  AND 
MISS  ASTON. 

**  Bolt^urt,  nth  March,  17S4. 
**  DsAa  LADias,  ^  The  kind  and  speedy  answer 
with  which  you  lavoured  me  to  my  last  letter  en- 
courages me  to  hope  that  you  will  be  glad  to  hear 
again  that  my  recovery  advances.  My  disorders 
are  an  asthma  and  dropsy.     The  asthma  gives  me 


■old  BMd«l  by  the  Sodacy  of  London  for  the  Kacoufsgeuiset 
ofArU,  Maoutecture*,  sn4  ComBnerrs.— Boawsu.. 
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no  great  trouble  when  I  am  not  in  motion,  and  the 
vater  of  the  dropsy  has  passed  away  in  so  happy  a 
manner,  by  the  goodness  of  God,  as  Dr.  Helierden 
declares  himself  not  to  hare  knovm  more  than  four 
times  in  all  his  practice  I  have  been  confined  to 
the  house  from  December  the  1 4th,  and  shall  not 
venture  out  till  the  weather  is  settled ;  but  I  have 
this  day  dressed  myself  as  before  I  became  ill. 
Join  with  me  in  returning  thanks,  and  pray  for  me 
tliat  the  time  now  granted  me  may  not  be  ill  spent. 
**  Let  me  now,  dear  ladies,  have  some  account  of 
you.  Tell  me  how  you  have  endured  this  long 
and  sharp  winter,  and  give  me  hopes  that  we  may 
all  meet  again  with  kindness  and  cheerfulness.  I 
am,  dear  ladies,  your  most  humble  servant, 
^Ptmb,  MSS.  Sam.  JoRKSOH.** 


JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

"  LoDiloo,  Msreh  18. 1784. 

'*  DsAa  Sxa,  —  I  am  too  much  pleased  with  the 
attention  which  you  and  your  dear  lady '  show  to 
my  welfiwe,  not  to  be  diligent  in  letting  you  know 
the  progress  which  I  make  towards  health.  The 
dropsy,  by  God's  blessing,  has  now  run  almost 
totally  away  by  natural  evacuation :  and  the  asthma, 
if  not  irriutcd  by  cold,  gives  me  little  trouble. 
While  I  am  writing  this  X  have  not  any  sensation 
of  debility  or  disease.  But  I  do  not  yet  venture  out, 
having  been  confined  to  the  house  from  the  13th  of 
December,  now  a  quarter  of  a  year. 

<*  \yhen  it  will  be  fit  for  me  to  travel  as  far  as 
Auchinleck  I  am  not  able  to  guess ;  but  such  a 
letter  as  Mrs;  Boswell's  might  draw  any  man  not 
wholly  motionless  a  great  way.  Pray  tell  the  dear 
lady  how  much  her  civility  and  kindness  have 
touched  and  gratified  me 

**  Our  parliamentary  tumults  have  now  b^un  to 
subside  and  the  king's  authority  is  in  some  measure 
re-established.  Jllr.  Pitt  will  have  great  power' ; 
but  you  must  nmcmber  that  what  he  has  to  giw 
nmst.  at  least  lor  some  time,  be  given  to  those  who 
gave  and  those  who  preserve  his  power.  A  new 
minister  can  sacrifice  little  to  esteem  or  friendship : 
he  nm«t,  tUl  he  is  settled,  think  only  of  extending 
hi<  interest, 

**  If  you  come  hither  through  Edinburgh,  send 
f»»r  Mth.  Stewart  [p.  641.],  and  give  from  me 
another  guinea  for  the  letter  in  the  old  case  to 
which  I  shall  not  be  satisfied  with  my  claim  till 
>Uu«  <ives  it  me.  Please  to  bring  with  you  Baxter's 
Anacnxms  and  if  you  procure  heads  of  Hector 
IUhx^  the  historian,  and  Arthur  Johnston*,  the 
}HH»t,  I  will  put  them  in  my  room ;  or  any  other 
\t(  the  fiitheis  of  Scottish  literature. 

**  I  wish  you  an  easy  and  happy  journey,  and 
hti|H«  t  nred  not  toll  you  that  you  will  be  welcome 
t(S  d«Hir  Sir,  your,  &c.,  Sajc  Johnson.'* 


fJOIINSON  TO  MR&  THRALE.* 

••  London.  20th  March,  1784. 
*•  i>Un*M,  —  Your  last  letter  had  something  of 


•  NVlio  hiki\  wHUrn  him  a  T»»ry  kind  1(>tter.~  Crokks. 

*•  Ml  tltt«iKoU  do«*«  not  give  us  kit  letter,  to  which  thig  !i 
4(1  ttttHfM  I  hut  It  It  clf^r  that  heexprettcd  tome  too  san- 
(•••iiif  liii|»p«  nl  pr^rprmrnt  firom  Mr.  Pitt,  whote  farour,  at 
f"  lit«rM  iuai  tPMt  h«  had  endeavftured  to  propitiate.  — 
l-t*'«iiiifi 


tenderness.  The  accounts  whidi  yon  htT«  had  c 
my  danger  and  distress  were  I  suppose  not  agjrv 
vated.  I  have  been  confined  ten  vceb  vit^  ts 
asthma  and  dropsy.  But  I  am  now  better.  Goi 
has  in  his  mercy  granted  me  a  reprieve ;  fbr  Lot 
much  time  his  mercy  must  determine. 

**  Write  to  me  no  more  about  dyhg  viik  a^.** 
When  you  feel  what  I  have  felt  in  ^protcij; 
eternity  —  in  fear  of  soon  hearing  the  »atnctJ 
which  there  is  no  revocation  —  you  will  know  l« 
folly ;  my  wish  is  that  you  may  know  it  lorctr 
The  distance  between  the  grave  and  the  mno*^ 
part  of  human  longerity  is  but  a  vety  littW;  imi 
of  that  little  no  path  is  certain.  Yon  knov  ii: 
this,  and  I  thought  that  I  knew  it  too;  but  I  koo* 
it  now  with  a  new  conviction.  May  thst  nev  on- 
viction  not  be  vain  1 

**  I  am  now  cheerful.    I  hope  this  approsth  to 
recovery  is  a  token  of  the   Dirine  nan.    )J? 
friends  continue  their  kindness.    1  give  s  di:: >' 
to-morrow.     I  am.  Madam,  your,  Ac., 
—  Lettcn,  "  Sam.  JomrsoK.*^ 

I  wrote  to  him,  March  28.,  from  Tork,  it- 
forming  him  that  I  had  a  high  gratifieatiiiB  i? 
the  tntmiph  of  monarchical  principles  ^i** 
aristocratical  inflaence,  m  that  great  counn. 
in  an  addreas  to  the  long ;  that  Iwas  thu*  :i: 
on  my  wajr  to  him,  but  that  news  of  the  ci-- 
solution  of  parliament  haring  airived,  I  t.- 
to  hasten  back  to  my  own  county,  where  1 1>. 
carried  an  address  to  his  majesty  by  s  e? '^ 
majority,  and  had  some  intentionof  bri. . 
candidate  to  represent  the  coonty  in  parliscK/ 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL 

**LoDdoa.llBrAI»t:v 

"  DsAK  Sia, —  Tou  could  do  nothing  so  pvr 
as  to  hasten  back  when  vou  found  the  psriitr  •* 
disaolved.  With  the  influenco  which  yoar  ^^  r  ^ 
must  have  gained  you,  it  may  msooablv  be  rt- 
pectcd  that  your  presence  will  be  of  inpstir-v. 
and  your  activity  of  effect. 

**  Your  solicitude  for  me  gives  me  that  pka  ^- 
which  every  man  feels  from  the  kindne*  «f  tar* » 
friend  ;  and  it  is  with  driight  I  relieve  it  bv  tt^  - 
that  Dr.  Brock  lesby*s  account  is  true,  acd  tb'  1 
am,  by  the  blessin|j;  of  God,  wonderfoUy  »\w^ 

**  You  are  entering  upon  a  tranrtion  wbic*  r> 
quires  much  prudence.     You  must  endesmr  t 
oppose  without  exasperating ;  topnetmttHfrrr 
hostility,  without  producing  enemies  far  life    ■'^  * 
is,  perhaps,  hard  to  be  done ;  yet  it  hv  ba«n  ^ 
by  many,  and  seems  most  likely  to  be  eictw.  - 
opposing  merely  upon  general  prinriplc^  mi^  - 
descending  to  personal  or  particular  mwnr>^  ' 
objections.     One  thing  I  must  ci^joia  yea.  ^e  ' 
seldom  observed  in  the  eoodncc  of  tlfvt^v* 
must  entreat  you  to  be  scrupulous  ta  tht  t* 
strong  liquors.  One  night*s  drunkcnncsi  miv .  " 
the  labours  of  forty  days  well  employed    B«  r- 


<  See  mtfr.  pp.  I5C.  2H Caoaxv. 

*  1  think  it  neonsarr  to  Johncnck'i  pnmami  '.« 
eontinoit  rxtrsctt  of  hit  cormpoo^ncv  wts  H'%  •  -  ^ 
to  Its  cooclaik>ii.^CaocBa. 
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but  not  clamorous ;  be  active,  but  not  malicious ; 
and  you  may  form  such  an  interest,  as  may  not  only 
exalt  yourself,  but  dignify  your  family. 

**  We  are,  as  you  may  suppose,  all  busy  here.  Mr. 
Fox  resolutely  stands  for  Westminster,  and  his 
friends  say  will  carry  the  election.  >  However  that 
be,  he  will  certainly  have  a  seat  Mr.  Hoole  has 
just  told  me,  that  the  city  leans  towards  the  king. 

**  Let  me  hear,  from  time  to  time,  how  you  are 
employed,  and  what  progress  you  make.  Make 
dear  Mrs.  Boswell,  and  all  the  young  Boswells, 
the  sincere  compliments  o^  Sir,  your  affectionate 
humble  servant,  &c.,  Sam.  Johnson.*' 

To  Mr.  Luigton  he  wrote  with  that  cor- 
diality which  waa  suit-able  to  the  long  friend- 
ship which  had  subsisted  between  him  and  that 
gentleman. 


JOHNSON  TO  LANGTON. 

(EstraeU.) 

**  Mdrdk  27.  Knee  you  left  me  I  have  continued, 
in  my  own  opinion,  and  in  Dr.  Brocklesby*s,  to  grow 
better,  with  respect  to  all  my  formidable  and  danger- 
ous distempers;  though,  to  a  body  battered  and 
shaken  as  mine  has  lately  been,  it  ia  to  be  feared  that 
weak  attacks  may  be  sometimes  mischievous.  I  have, 
indeed,  by  standing  carelessly  at  an  open  window, 
got  a  very  troublesome  cough,  which  it  has  been 
necessary  to  appease  by  opium,  in  larger  quan- 
tities than  I  like  to  take^  and  I  have  not  found 
it  give  way  so  readily  as  I  cipectcd:  its  ob- 
stinacy, however,  seems  at  last  disposed  to  sub- 
mit to  the  remedy,  and  I  know  not  whether  I 
should  then  have  a  right  to  complain  of  any  morbid 
•ensatioo.  My  asthma  is,  I  am  afraid,  constitu- 
tional and  incurable ;  but  it  is  only  occasional,  and, 
unless  it  be  exeited  by  labour  or  by  cold,  gives  me 
no  molestation,  nor  does  it  lay  very  close  siege  to 
life ;  Ibr  Sir  John  Floyer,  whom  the  physical  race 
consider  as  author  of  one  of  the  best  books  upon  it, 
panted  on  to  ninety,  as  was  supposed.  And  why 
were  we  content  with  supposing  a  feet  so  interesting 
of  a  man  so  conspicuous?  Because  he  corrupted, 
at  perhaps  seventy  or  eighty,  the  register,  that  he 
might  pass  for  younger  than  he  was.  He  was  not 
roach  less  than  eighty,  when  to  a  man  of  rank,  who 
modestly  asked  his  age,  he  answered,  *  Go  look ;  * 
though  he  was  in  general  a  man  of  civility  and  ele- 
gance. The  ladies,  I  find,  are  at  your  house  all 
well,  except  Miss  Langton,  who  will  probably  soon 
recover  her  healtli  by  light  suppers.  Let  her  eat 
at  dinner  as  she  will,  but  not  take  a  full  stomach 
to  bed.  Pay  my  sincere  respects  to  dear  Miss 
I^ngton  in  Lincolnshire ;    let  her   know  that  I 


'  Mr.  Fox  was  returned  for  Wcttminttrr,  after  a  ih.irp 
^k<>ti(in  snd  s  t«dloai  tenitinx.  —  Crokbr. 

9  To  which  Johnion  reCurtied  thU  answer :  -> 
**  Dr.  JohQMn  acknowlrdgrt  with  great  rttprct  the  bonoor 
of  Lord  Portinor<''s  notice.    H«  U  better  than  he  waa ;  and 
«  'I.  «•  hit  LorcUhlp  directs,  write  to  Mr.  Lsiigton.**  — 
B<>«waLL. 

1  Thr  eminent  painter.  Tepresentatlre  of  the  ancient  flinilljr 
t.f  Iloiofrey  (now  Humphry)  In  the  west  of  Kngland;  who, 
a«  ai»pears  from  thrlr  arms  which  they  hare  InvariabW  u«ed, 
h  !*«>  he«B  (as  I  have  seen  aothentlcatcd  bf  the  best  atitbority ) 
'  f>«>  of  tboM  amoog  the  knighu  sad  esouirea  of  bonoor.  who 
mtc  represented  by  Hollnshed  sa  bavint  Issued  from  the 


mean  not  to  break  our  league  of  friendship,  and 
that  I  have  a  set  of  Lives  for  her,  when  I  have  the 
means  of  sending  it." 

**  April  8.  I  am  .still  disturbed  by  my  cough  i  but 
what  thanks  have  I  not  to  pay,  when  my  cough  is 
the  most  painful  sensation  that  I  feel  ?  and  from  that 
I  expect  hardly  to  be  released,  while  winter  continues 
to  gripe  us  with  so  much  pertinacity.  The  year 
has  now  advanced  eighteen  days  beyond  the  equinox, 
and  still  there  is  very  little  remission  of  the  cold. 
When  warm  weather  comes,  which  surely  must 
come  at  last,  I  hope  it  will  help  both  me  and  your 
young  lady.  The  man  so  busy  about  addresses  is 
neither  more  nor  less  than  our  own  Boswell,  who 
had  come  as  fer  as  York  towards  London,  but 
turned  back  on  the  dissolution,  and  is  said  now  to 
stand  for  some  place.  Whether  to  wish  him  suc- 
cess his  best  friends  hesitate.  Let  me  have  your 
prayers  for  the  completion  of  my  recovery.  I  am 
now  better  than  I  ever  expected  to  have  been. 
May  God  add  to  his  mercies  the  grace  that  may 
enable  me  to  use  them  according  to  his  will.  My 
compliments  to  all.** 

**  April  IS.  I  had  this  evening  a  note  from  Lord 
Portroorc*  desiring  that  I  would  give  you  an  ac- 
count of  my  health.  You  might  have  bad  it  with  less 
circumduction.  I  am,  by  God's  blessing,  I  believe, 
free  from  all  morbid  sensations,  except  a  cough, 
which  is  only  troublesome.  But  I  am  stUl  weak,  and 
can  have  no  great  hope  of  strength  till  the  weather 
shall  be  softer.  The  summer,  if  it  be  kindly,  will, 
I  hope,  enable  me  to  support  the  winter.  God, 
who  has  so  wonderfully  restored  me,  can  preserve 
me  in  all  seasons.  Let  me  inquire  in  my  turn 
after  the  state  of  your  femily,  great  and  little.  I 
hope  L»ady  Rothes  and  Miss  lomgton  are  both 
well.  That  is  a  good  basis  of  content.  Then  how 
goes  George  on  with  his  studies  ?  How  does  Miss 
Mary  ?  And  how  docs  my  own  Jenny  ?  I  think 
I  owe  Jenny  a  letter,  which  I  will  take  care  to 
pay.  In  the  mean  time  tell  her  that  I  acknow- 
ledge the  debt  Be  pleased  to  make  my  compli- 
ments to  the  ladies.  If  Mrk  Langton  comes  to 
London,  she  will  fevoiir  me  with  a  Ttsit,  for  I  am 
not  well  enough  to  go  out** 


JOHNSON  TO  OZIAS  HUMPHRY.' 

**  April  ft.  I7M. 
««  Sia,^Mr.  Hoole  has  told  me  with  what  be- 
nevolence you  listened  to  a  request  which  I  was 
almost  afraid  to  make,  of  leave  to  a  young  painter* 
to  attend  you  from  time  to  time  in  your  iminting- 
room,  to  see  your  operations,  and  receive  your  in- 
structions.  The  young  man  has  perhaps  good 
parts,  but  has  been  without  a  regular  education. 


Tower  of  London  on  coursers  apparelled  for  the  Justes.  ar- 
companied  bjr  ladles  of  honour,  Inding  every  one  a  knifrht, 
with  a  chain  of  gold,  passing  through  Uie  streeta  of  London 
into  Sroithfleld,  on  Sundaj,  at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
being  the  first  ?<undar  siier  Michaelnias,  In  the  fourtrenth 
year  of  King  Klchord  the  Second.  This  family  once  enJo>ed 
large  posses iloos.  but,  like  others,  hare  lost  them  In  the  pro« 
gross  of  ages.  Their  blood,  however,  remains  to  them  well 
ascertained ;  and  they  may  hope,  In  the  revolution  of  events, 
to  recover  that  rank  In  society  for  which,  In  modem  timps, 
fortune  seems  to  be  an  indUpeni4U>le  requisite.  —  Boswsll. 
Mr.  Humphrj  died  in  1910.  sK.  69.  His  eminence  u  a  paiittrr 
was  a  good-natured  error  of  BosweH's..— Cauass. 
*  Soa  at  Mr.  Samuel  Patersoo,  anti,  p.  S38.  n.  2.— Csokib. 
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He  is  my  godson,  and  therefore  I  interest  myself 
in  his  progress  and  success,  and  shall  think  myself 
much  favoured  if  I  receive  from  you  a  permission 
to  send  him. 

•*  My  health  is,  by  God*s  blessing,  much  restored, 
but  I  am  not  yet  allowed  by  my  physicians  to  go 
abroad ;  nor,  indeed,  do  I  think  myself  yet  able  to 
endure  the  weather.     I  am,  Sir,  &c., 

Sam.  Johnson.** 

JOHNSON  TO  HUMPHRY. 

"  April  10. 17M. 
-  Sia, — The  bearer  is  my  godson,  whom  I  take 
the  liberty  of  recommending  to  your  kindness; 
which  I  hope  he  ^11  deserve  by  his  respect  to 
your  excellence,  and  his  gratitude  for  your  favours. 
I  am.  Sir,  &c.,  Sam.  Johnson.*' 

JOHNSON  TO  HUMPHRY. 

**Msy  31. 1784. 
**  Sia,— I  am  Tery  much  obliged  by  your  civilities 
to  my  godson,  but  must  beg  of  you  to  add  to  them 
thefavour  of  permitting  him  to  see  yoa  paint,  that 
he  may  know  how  a  picture  is  begun,  advanced, 
and  completed.  Tf  he  may  attend  you  in  a  few  of 
your  operations,  I  hope  he  will  show  that  the  benefit 
has  been  properly  conferred,  both  by  hi«  proficiency 
and  his  gratitude.  At  least  I  shall  consider  you 
as  enlarging  your  kindness  to,  Sir,  &c., 

**  Sam.  Johnson." 


JOHNSON  TO  TAYLOR, 

Ashbourne, 

*'  London,  Easter  Mondajr,  April  18. 1784. 

**  DcAa  Sia, — What  can  be  the  reason  that  I 
liear  nothing  from  you  ?  I  hope  nothing  disables 
you  horn  writing.  What  I  have  seen,  ai^  what  I 
have  felt,  gives  me  reason  to  fear  every  thing.  Do 
not  omit  giving  me  the  oomfort  of  knowing,  that 
after  all  my  losses,  I  have  yet  a  friend  left 

**  I  want  erery  comfort.  My  life  is  very  solitary 
and  Tery  cheerless.  Though  it  has  pleased  God 
wonderfully  to  deliver  roe  from  the  dropsy,  I  am 
yet  very  weak,  and  have  not  passed  the  door  since 
the  ISth  of  December.  I  hope  for  some  help  from 
warm  weather,  which  will  surely  come  in  time. 

**  I  could  not  have  the  eonsent  of  the  physicians 
to  go  to  church  yesterday  ;  I  therefore  received  the 
holy  sacrament  at  home,  in  the  room  where  I  com- 
municated with  dear  Mrs.  Williams,  a  little  berore 
her  death.  O  my  friend,  the  approach  of  death 
is  very  dreadful !  I  am  afraid  to  think  on  tliat 
which  I  know  I  cannot  avoid.  It  is  vain  to  look 
round  and  round  for  that  help  which  cannot  be  had. 
Yet  we  hope  and  hope,  and  fiincy  that  he  who  has 
lived  to-day  may  live  to-morrow.  But  let  us  learn 
to  derive  our  hope  only  from  God. 

**  In  the  mean  time,  let  us  be  kind  to  one  another. 
I  have  no  friend  now  living  but  you'  and  Mr. 
Hector,  that  was  the  friend  of  my  yonth.  Do  not 
neglect,  dear  Sir,  yours  affectionately, 

**  Sam.  Johnson.** 


1  Tsylor  died  February  19. 1788,  and  Hector,  9d  Sept.  1794. 
rt.  8<V  —  Malokh. 
<  Jeremiah  Cruuhlejr,  Eiq.,  had  been  one  of  the  latlmsCee 


JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  THRALE 
(Extrati.) 

»  London,  ISlh  Aprils  1784 — Yeitsrdsy  I  U 
the  pleasure  of  giving  another  dinner  to  the  rtTic- 
der  of  the  old  club.  We  used  to  meet  vtrih 
about  the  year  1750,  and  we  were  as  cheerful  m  i: 
former  times :  only  I  could  not  make  quite  u 
much  noise ;  lor  since  the  paralytic  afBictieo,  ar 
voice  is  sometimes  weak. 

«•  Metcalf  [p.  710.]  and  Crutchley*,  without  Ino*. 
ing  each  other,  are  both  members  of  Fkrlisneoticr 
Horsham.  Mr.Cator  [p  767.]  is  chosen  for  Ip^vnx 

**  But  a  sick  man's  thougbu  soon  turabsek  upx 
himself.  I  am  still  very  weak,  though  wj  ipot 
tite  is  keen,  and  my  digestion  potent ;  sod  I  gntJf 
myself  more  at  table  than  ever  I  did  st  mr  o«b 
cost  before.  I  have  now  an  inclination  to  lororr, 
which  even  your  table  did  not  eicite ;  tat  till  ai* 
my  talk  was  more  about  the  dishes  than  mj  fiw/r 
I  remember  you  commended  me  lor  seeoiiog  pit  t<i^ 
with  my  dinners  when  you  had  reduced  yoartjtii< 
I  am  able  to  tell  you  with  great  veracity  tbit  I 
never  knew  when  the  reduction  began,  oortbec. 
have  known  that  it  was  made  had  not  yoa  toUs:<. 
I  now  think  and  ccmsult  to-day  what  I  iksU  m 
to-morrow.  Tliis  disease  will  likewise,  I  hope,  ht 
cured.  For  there  are  other  things — bow  ctiflcrsi 
which  ought  to  predominate  in  the  mind  of  we^  i 
man  as  I :  but  in  this  world  the  body  will  hsn  a 
part ;  and  my  hope  is,  that  it  shall  have  no  otnt- 
my  hope,  but  not  my  oonlidenoe;  I  have  oaii  tsr 
timidity  of  a  Christian  to  determine, not  Ike  wmk» 
of  a  Stoic  to  secure  me." 

^  **  AprU  19.  —  I  received  this  mormngyear  wtt^ 
nificent  fish,  and  in  the  aftonoon  your  spelef^  i* 
not  sending  it  I  have  invited  the  Hosln  »• 
Miss  Burney  to  dine  upon  it  to-norrow. 

••  The  club  which  has  been  lately  imtitnled  I»<t 
Sam's ;  and  there  was  I  when  I  wm  last  oat  of  tsr 
house.  But  the  people  whom  I  mentioord  is  f ! 
letter  are  the  remnant  of  a  little  dub  thai 


meet  in  Ivy-lane  about  three  and  thirty  ycsn  it» 
out  of  which  we  have  lost  Hawkesworth  avi  D^- 
the  rest  are  yet  on  this  side  the  grsTC." 

**lMHdon,  Site  April,  1784.— I  nuke  ho*  n 
send  you  intelligence,  which,  if  I  do  not  lancr  >«■ 
selC  you  will  not  receive  without  some  d<fi** ' 
pleasure.  After  a  confinement  of  one  haadred  0 
twenty-nine  day%  more  than  the  third  psit  t.'  1 
year,  and  no  inconsiderable  part  of  bmnas  U  < 
this  day  returned  thanks  to  God  in  St  0«w<*< ' 
church  for  my  recovery;  a  recovery,  io  my  mtvr- 
fifth  year,  from  a  distemper  which  fcw  ia  uc 
vigour  of  youth  are  known  to  sumwual ;  s  n»> 
very,  of  which  neither  myaelC  my  fnendi,  sor  a* 
physicians,  had  any  hope ;  for  though  they  itf»*v: 
me  with  some  eontinuanee  of  life,  they  atvcr  «^ 
posed  that  I  could  ocaae  to  be  drapsiesL  T** 
dropsy,  however,  is  quite  vaaiafacd ;  and  ibei^  "" 
so  much  mitigated,  that  I  walked  la-day  w^  * 
more  easy  respiration  than  I  have  kaova.  I  ^*^ 
for  perhaps  two  years  past.  I  hope  the  ntf^  >^' 
lightens  my  days  will  assist  me  to  use  ttea  *' 

•*The  Hoolcs,  Miss   Bamev,  and  Mn.  >'•' 
(Wesley's  sUter)  feasted  ycstcniay  wiHi  m  «ri 


at  StrMtham,  sad  wm  ene  of  Mr.  ThreW'i  ««.•'•*'   ^ 
enntinuod  la  the  Howe  ofCaaimaM  Utt  tMi.*t»«^ 

1M7. 
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cheerfully  on  your  noble  Mlmoiu  Mr.  Allen  eonld 
not  come,  and  I  tent  him  a  pieoe,  end  a  greet  tail 
is  still  left. 

**  Dr.  Bracklesbyfiwbida  the  club  [Ann't]  et  pre- 
sent, not  caring  to  venture  the  chillncea  of  the  even- 
ing; but  I  purpose  to  show  myself  on  Saturday  at 
the  Academy *s  feast.*  I  cannot  publish  my  return  to 
the  world  more  effectually ;  for,  as  the  Frenchman 
says,  tout  U  monde  i*y  trouvera, 

**  For  this  occasion  X  ordered  some  clothes ;  and 
was  told  by  the  tailor,  that  when  he  brought  me  a 
sick  dress,  be  never  expected  to  make  me  any  thing 
of  any  other  kind.  My  recovery  is  indeed  won- 
derful." 

•*Lomdo»,  S6M  jlpril,  1784.  — On  Saturday  I 
showed  myself  again  to  the  living  world  at  the 
Exhibition  :  much  and  splendid  was  the  company, 
but,  like  the  Doge  of  Genoa  at  Paris,  I  admired 
nothing  but  myself.  I  went  up  all  the  stairs  to 
the  pictures  without  stopping  to  rest  or  to  breathe, 

*  In  all  the  madness  of  superfluous  health.' 

The  Prince  of  Wales  had  promised  to  be  there ; 
but  when  we  had  waited  an  hour  and  a  half,  sent 
us  word  that  he  could  not  come. 

Mrs.  Davenant'  called  to  pay  roe  a  guinea,  but 
I  gave  two  for  you.  Whatever  reasons  you  have 
for  frugality,  it  u  not  worth  wliile  to  save  a  guinea 
a  year  by  withdrawing  it  from  a  public  charity. 

**  Mr.  Howard  called  on  me  a  few  days  ago,  and 
gave  me  the  new  edition,  much  enlarged,  of  his 
Account  of  Prisons.  He  has  been  to  survey  the 
priMHis  on  the  continent ;  and  in  Spain  he  tried  to 
penetrate  the  dungeons  of  the  Inquisition,  but  his 
curiosity  was  very  imperfectly  gratified.  At 
Madrid,  they  shut  him  quite  out;  at  ValladoUd, 
they  showed  him  some  public  rooms*** 

JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  PORTER. 

**  London,  April  S6. 17M. 

"  Mr  DiAB,  —  I  write  to  you  now,  to  tell  you 
that  I  am  so  far  recovered  that  on  the  31st  I  went 
to  efaurch  to  return  thanks,  after  a  confinement  of 
more  than  four  long  months. 

**  My  reeovery  is  such  as  neither  myself  nor  the 
physicians  at  all  eipected,  and  is  such  as  that 
very  lew  oamplea  have  been  known  of  the  like. 
Join  with  me»  my  dear  love,  in  returning  thanks  to 
Ood. 

Dr.  Vyse  haa  been  with  (me)  this  evening ;  he 
tells  me  that  you  likewise  have  been  much  dis- 
ordered, but  that  you  are  now  better.  I  hope  that 
we  shall  some  time  have  a  cheerful  interview.  In 
the  mean  time  let  us  pray  for  one  another.  I  am. 
Madam,  your  humble  servant,     Sam.  Jomrsov.*' 

[DR.  JOHNSON  TO  MISS  REYNOLDS. 

•*  Bolt.enart,  Mb  April.  17S4. 

««  Dean  Madam,  —  Mr.  Allen  has  looked  over 
the  papers',  and  thinks  that  ono  hundied  copies 
will  come  to  five  pounds. 

«  Fifty  wiU  eost  41. 10t.,and  five  and  twenty  will 


I  TW  KahlMlkHi  dtanwv  of  the  Royal  Aeadmnj,  thsa  fifwi 
to  Ch«  uvpsr  room*  la  Somcrwt  Houm —  Csossa. 

*  A  eoosln  of  Mr*.  Tbrato's.  HsiCef  L^nch   Ssluibiiry 
CotioQ,  married  to  Mr.  Dsvmsnt,  who  aftorwarda  sMomod 

name  of  Cortort,  and  vm  creatad  a  barao^ —  Caoaaa. 

•  Pwbaps  MiM  Koynolds's  -  Emar  ea  TaiSs.'*    Sat  «mI^ 
P.6V7--70I.    Maloiia  was  Btlslsdbftbsiaaccuratocopfor 


cost  4JL  5i.    It  seems  therefore  scarcely  worthwhile 
to  print  fewer  than  a  hundred. 

**  Suppose  you  printed  two  hundred  and  fifty  at 
A  lOfn  and,  without  my  name,  tried  the  sale,  which 
may  be  secretly  done.  You  would  then  see  the 
opinion  of  the  public  without  haiard,  if  nobody 
knows  but  I.  If  any  body  else  is  in  the  secret,  you 
shall  not  have  my  consent  to  venture.  I  am,  dear 
Madam,  your  most  aflTectionate  and  mo»t  humble 
•ervant,  •'Sau.  Johnsok."] 

—  Beyn,  MSS. 

What  follows  is  a  beaatiful  specimen  of  his 
gentleness  and  complacency  to  a  young  lady, 
his  godchild,  one  of  the  daughters  of  his  friend 
Mr.  Langton,  then,  I  thixSc,  in  her  seventh 
Year.  He  took  the  trouble  to  write  it  in  a 
large  round  hand,  nearly  resembling  printed 
characters,  that  she  might  have  the  satisfaction 
of  reading  it  herself.  The  original  lies  before 
me,  but  shaU  be  faithfully  restored  to  her ; 
and  I  dare  say  will  be  preserved  by  her  as  a 
jewel,  as  long  as  she  lives.  ^ 

JOHNSON  TO  MISS  JANE  LANGTON, 

/«  JioeheMter,  Kent. 

■*  Mar  10. 1794. 
**  Mr  DiAaxsT  Miss  Jsnht,  —  I  am  sorry  that 
your  pretty  letter  has  been  so  long  without  being 
answered ;  but,  when  I  am  not  pretty  well,  I  do 
not  always  write  plain  enough  for  young  ladies. 
I  am  glad,  my  dear,  to  see  that  you  write  so  well, 
and  hope  that  you  mind  your  pen,  your  book,  and 
your  needle,  for  they  are  sll  necessary.  Your  books 
will  give  you  knowledge,  and  make  you  respected; 
and  your  needle  will  find  you  useful  employment 
when  you  do  not  care  to  read.  When  you  are  a 
little  older,  I  hope  you  will  be  very  diligent  in 
learning  arithmetic ;  and,  above  all,  that  through 
your  whole  lifie  you  will  carefully  say  your  prayers 
and  read  your  Bible.    I  am,  my  dear,  fte., 

**SAlf.    JOBVSON.** 

On  Wednesday,  May  5.,  I  arrived  in  Lon- 
don, and  next  morning  had  the  pleasure  to  find 
Dr.  Johnson  greatly  recoverea.  I  but  just 
saw  him ;  for  a  coach  was  waiting  to  carry  him 
to  Islington,  to  the  house  of  his  friend  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Strahan,  where  he  went  some- 
times for  the  benefit  of  good  air,  which,  not- 
withstanding his  having  formerly  laufhed  at 
the  general  opinion  upon  the  subject,  he  now 
acknowledged  was  conducive  to  health. 

One  morning  afterwards,  when  I  found  him 
alone,  he  communicated  to  me,  with  solemn 
earnestness,  the  verr  remarkable  circumstance 
which  had  happened  in  the  course  of  his  illness, 
when  he  was  much  distressed  by  the  dropsy. 
He  had  shut  himself  up,  and  employed  a  day 
in  particular  exercises  of  religion,  fasting, 
humiliation,  and  prayer.    On  a  sudden  he  ob- 


tha  latter  In  p.  897.  Into  thlnklof  H  had  bara  then  printed. 
Nortbcou  (U.  lift.)*  sdopU  thU  error.  —  Caossa. 

4  It  U  to.  I  bsTe  MTti  It  verv  latcU.  framed  and  sUsed,  In 
thepoMetdOD  of  Uie  retptcUble  aaa  amiable  lady  to  whom 
tt  wat  addreiMd.  It  U  written  la  a  largo  hand,  very  Mr 
and  legtble ;  MlM  jMigUm  was  thsa  lavso  yesrs  eld.  Bee 
anH,  p.  Ml.  a.  S..  Caeasa,  1M7. 

So 
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tained  extraordinary  relief,  for  which  he  looked 
up  to  Hearen  wiui  grateM  deyotion.  He 
made  no  direct  inference  from  this  fact ;  but 
from  his  manner  of  telling  it,  I  could  perceive 
that  it  appeared  to  him  as  something  more 
than  an  mcident  in  the  common  course  of 
events.  For  my  own  part,  I  have  no  difficulty 
to  avow  that  cast  of  tninking,  which,  by  many 
modem  pretenders  to  wisdom,  is  called  super- 
sHtious.  But  here  I  think  even  men  of  dry 
rationality  may  believe,  that  there  was  an  inter- 
mediate *  interposition  of  Divine  Providence, 
and  that  the  **  fervent  prayer  of  this  righteous 
man  "  availed.  * 

On  Sunday,  May  9.,  I  found  Colonel  Val- 
lan^  ' ,  the  celebrated  antiquary  and  engineer 
of  Ireland,  with  him.  On  Monday,  the  10th, 
I  dined  with  him  at  Mr.  Paradise's,  where  was 
a  large  company ;  Mr.  Bryant,  Mr.  Joddrel^, 
Mr.  Hawldns  Browne,  &c.  Oil  Thursday,  the 
ISth,  I  dined  with  him  at  "Mr,  Joddrel's,  with 
another  large  company ;  the  Bishop  of  £xeter 
[Dr.  Ross],  Lord  Monboddo,  Mr.  Murphv, 
&c.  I  was  sorry  to  observe  Lord  Monboddo 
avoid  any  communication  with  Dr.  Johnson. 
I  flattered  myself  that  I  had  made  thein  very 
good  friends ;  but  unhappily  his  lordship  had 
resumed  and  cherished  a  violent  preiudice 
against  my  illustrious  friend,  to  whom  I  must 
do  the  justice  to  say,  there  was  on  his  part  not 
the  least  anger,  but  a  good-humoured  sportive- 
ness.  Kay,  though  he  knew  of  his  lordship's 
indisposition  towards  him,  he  was  even  kindly ; 
as  appeared  from  his  inquiring  of  me  after 
him,  by  an  abbreviation  of  his  name,  ^  Well, 
how  does  Manny  f** 

On  Saturday,  May  Id.,  I  dined  with  him  at 
Dr.  Brocklesby's,  where  were  Colonel  Valiancy, 
Mr,  Murphy,  and  that  ever-cheerful  companion, 
Mr.  Devaynes,  apothecary  to  his  majesty.* 
Of  these  days,  ana  others  on  which  I  saw  him, 
I  have  no  memorials,  except  the  general  recol- 
lection of  his  being  able  and  animated  in  con- 
versation, and  appearing  to  relish  societv  as 
much  as  the  youn^t  man.  I  find  only  these 
three  small  particulars :  When  a  person  was  men- 
tioned, who  said,  **  I  have  lived  fifty-one  years 
in  this  world  without  havine  had  ten  minutes 
of  uneasiness  ;**  he  exclaimed,  **  The  man  who 
says  so  lies :  he  attempts  to  impose  on  human 


>  8d  In  til  (ke  •dlUoiis,  thoagh  th«  meaning  of  the  term 
nitrmt^imt*  doet  not  Mem  quite  clear.  PerfaiaiM  Mr.  Bot- 
well  may  have  meant  {wtmedimte.  —  CaoKSa. 

*  Upon  this  luMect  there  la  a  very  &ir  and  Jodidoat  re- 
mark in  the  Life  of  Dr.  Aberaethr,  In  the  first  edition  of  the 
Bktinrmkia  BriUmmiett,  which  I  »iiou)d  liave  been  glad  to  see 
in  his  Life,  which  has  b»en  written  for  the  second  edition  of 
that  valuable  work.  **  To  deny  the  exercise  of  a  particular 
providence  In  the  Deity's  goverament  of  the  world  is  cer- 
tainly Impious,  yet  nothing  serves  the  cause  of  the  scomer 
more  than  incautious  forward  seal  in  determining  the  par- 
ticular instances  of  It.'*  In  confirmation  of  my  sentiments, 
I  am  also  happy  to  quote  that  sensible  and  elegant  writer, 
Mr.  Melmoih.  in  Letter  VIIL  of  his  collection,  published 
under  the  name  of  Fitsosborne,  "  We  mav  safelv  assert,  that 
the  belief  of  a  par  icular  Providence  is  foundea  upon  such 
probable  reasons  as  may  well  Jnstiiy  our  assent  It  would 
•raroe,  therefore,  be  vrise  to  renounce  an  opinion  which 
aflbrds  so  firm  a  support  to  the  aoul  in  those  seasons  wherein 
she  stands  in  moat  need  of  asilstanoe,  merely  becanse  it  Is 


credulity.**  Hie  Bishop  of  Exeter  ia  vtia 
observed,  that  men  were  very  different.  Hk 
lordship's  manner  was  not  impressive ;  and  1 
leamt  afterwards,  that  Johnson  did  not  find 
out  that  the  person  who  talked  to  him  was  a  nv- 
late ;  if  he  had,  I  doubt  not  tliat  he  would  hare 
treated  him  with  more  respect;  for,  onoe  talking 
of  George  Psalmanazar,  whom  he  rererenoed  for 
his  piety,  he  said,  '*  I  should  as  aoon  think  ci 
contradicting  a  bishop."  One  of  the  company  ^ 
provoked  him  greatly  by  doing  what  he  could 
least  of  all  bear,  which  was.  Quoting  aomeUiing 
of  his  own  writing,  against  wnat  he  then  mam- 
tuned.  ^^YHiat,  Sir,**  cried  the  gentlemaB, 
"  do  you  say  to  — 

*  Hie  busy  day,  the  peaoelul  nigbt» 
Unfelt,  uncounted,  glided  by  ? ' "  * 

Johnson,  finding  himself  thus  presented  a? 
giving  an  instance  of  a  man  who  had  lived 
without  uneasiness,  was  much  offended,  Ibr 
he  looked  upon  such  a  quotation  as  unfair :  h» 
anger  burst  out  in  an  unjustifiable  retort, 
insinuating  that  the  gentleman's  lemai^  was 
a  sally  of  ebriety :  ^  Sir,  there  is  one  penoa 
I  would  advise  you  to  command;  whenyoa 
have  drunk  out  that  glass,  don*t  drink  another." 
Here  was  exemplified  what  Goldsmith  said  of 
him,  with  the  aid  of  a  verywittj^  image  froo 
one  of  Cibber*6  comedies :  ^'  There  is  no  arguiD^ 
wilh  Johnson :  for  if  his  pistol  misses  fin,  h^ 
knocks  you  down  with  the  butt  end  of  it.'* 

Anotner  was  this:  when  a  gentleman*  of 
eminence  in  the  literary  world  was  violently 
censured  for  attacking  people  by  anonymoes 
paragraphs  in  newspapers,  he,  from  the 
spirit  of  contradiction,  as  I  thought,  took  up 
his  defence,  and  said,  ^Come,  come,  this  i; 
not  BO  terrible  a  crime ;  he  means  only  to  vex 
them  a  litUe.  I  do  not  say  that  I  should  do 
it ;  but  there  is  a  great  difierence  between  him 
and  me :  what  is  fit  for  Hephsestion  is  not  6t 
for  Alexander.*'  Another,  when  I  told  him 
that  a  young  and  handsome  countess  had  said 
to  me,  **  I  »iould  think  that  to  be  praised  by 
Dr.  Johnson  would  make  one  a  fool  all  oee'? 
life  ;**  and  that  I  answered,  "Madam,  I  sfaaO 
make  him  a  fool  to-day,  by  repeating  this  ta 
him;**  he  said,  "I  am  too  old  to  be  made  a 
fool :  but  if  you  say  I  am  made  a  fboL,  I  shall 


not  potsible.  In  qnestloiu  of  this  Idnd,  to  soIto 
which  attends  thera.'*~Boswux. 

'  Afterwards  General  Vallancr;  an  Ingenious 
somewhat  of  a  visionary  on  Irian  antignifiea. 
1813,  aet.  99.  —  Caofaa. 

•  Bichard  Paul  Joddrd,  Esq..  formeriy  M.P.  far 
died  Jan.  96.  IStl,  aged  SB.    He  was  the 
Johnson's  Essex  Street  dub. —  Cnoucs. 

>  Indeed  his  friends  seem  to  have,  as  it 
his  recovery  by  a  round  of  dinnars,  fdr  be  wrote  mi 
to  Mrs.  Thrale :  — *'  Now  I  am  broken  loose,  my  ~ 
willing  enough  to  see  me.    On  Mtmiaml  tfnnd 
dise:    TWsaur,   Hoole;    Wr4me9daar,i>r.  Tavlor; 
with  Joddrel ;  fVM^,  Mrs.  Garrkk ;  SMtrn^m,  Dr. 
leabT  ;  next  Momdaaf,  INUy." -.  CaoKin. 

•  Most  probably  Mr.  Boswnll  himself, 
onoe  applied  the  aama  quolatton  oq 
CaoKia. 

f  Versea  on  the  death  of  Mr.  LereCt.  — 

•  George  8tneveoa.-.CKO] 
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not  denj  it.    I  am  much  pleased  with  a  com- 
pliment, eflpeciallj  from  a  pretty  woman." 

On  the  eyening  of  Satnrdaj^  May  15.,  he 
was  in  fine  spirits  at  oar  Essex  Head  Clnh. 
lie  told  US,  **  I  dined  yesterdayat  Mrs.  Gar- 
rick's  with  Mrs.  Carter|.  Miss  Hannah  More, 
and  Fanny  Barney.    Three  such  women  are 
not  to  be  foand :  I  know  not  where  I  could 
find  a  fourth,  except  Mrs.  Lennox,   who  is 
superior  to  them  all.**     Boswsll.    '*What! 
had  you  them  all  to  yourself,  Sir  ?  **   Johnson. 
^  I  had  them  all,  as  much  as  they  were  had ; 
but  it  might  haye  been  better  had  there  been 
more  company  there.**    Boswbll.  ^*  Might  not 
Mrs.  Montaffu  haye  been  a  fourth  P  **  Johnson. 
^  Sir,  Mrs.  Montagu  does  not  make  a  trade 
of  her  wit :   but  Mrs.  Montagu  is  a  yery  ex- 
traordinary woman :  she  has  a  constant  stream 
of  conyersation,  and  it  is  always  impregnated ; 
it   has  always  meaning.**     Boewux.    *'Mr. 
Burke  has  a  constant  stream  of  conyersation.** 
Johnson.   ^  Yes,  Sir ;  if  a  man  were  to  go  by 
chance  at  the  same  time  with  Burke  under  a 
fbed  to  shun  a  shower,  he  would  say,   'this 
is  an  extraordinary  man.*     If  Burke  should 
go  into  a  stable  to  see  his  horse  dressed,  the 
uatlcr  would  say,  *  we  haye  had  an  extraordi- 
nary man  here.  **    Boswbll.   ^  Foote  was  a 
man  who  neyer  failed  in  conyersation.    If  he 
had  gone  into  a  stable ~*     Johnson.  **Sir, 
if  be  had  gone  into  a  stable,  the  ostler  would 
have  said,  'here  has  been  a  comical  fellow;* 
but  he  would  not  haye  respected  him.**    Bos- 
WBLT«.     ''And,   Sir,  the   ostler   would    haye 
answered    him,— would  have  giyen  him  as 
tjiUHi  as  he  brought,  as  the  common  saying  is.** 
JoH2f90N.  '*Yes,  Sir;  and  Foote  would  haye 
answered  the  ostler.    When  Burke  does  not 
(i«'^cend  to  be  merry,  his  conyersadon  is  yery 
fii{M*rior  indeed.    There  is  no  proportion  be- 
tw«*en  the  powers  which  he  shows  in  serious 
talk  and  in  jocularity.    When  he  lets  himself 
(jown  to  that  he  is  in  the  kennel.**    I  haye  in 
another  place  [p.  273.]  opposed,  and  I  hope 
with  success,  Dr.  Johnson's  yery  singular  and 
«*rr(>n«'«)us  notion  as  to  Mr.  Burke*s  pleasantry. 
Mr.  VV'indham  now  said  low  to  me,  that  he 
differed  from  our  ercat  friend  in  this  obserra- 
tion  ;  for  that  Mr.  Burke  was  often  yery  happy 
in  his  merriment.    It  would  not  haye  been 
riirht    for   either  of  us  to  haye  contradicted 
•Inhnaon  at  Uiis  time,  in  a  society  all  of  whom 
did  not  know  and  yalue  Mr.  Burke  aa  much 
Art  we  did.    It  might  have  occasioned  some- 


•  Tht«  iMinfd  nd  «xc«n«iKUdf.  to  oftra  mentioned  In 
thiB  vrdan*.  died  tl  her  houM  in  Ctargei  Street,  Feb.  IS. 
i**^  in  brr  elahtr-oioth  year.  _  Malomi.  The  letter*  of 
tfirte  tHree  lm\n,  pottbumoutly  publbhed,  have  ronflrmed, 
ft-  4  tiMS««d.  Inrreaaed  the  reptitatton  of  Mr*.  Carter  and 
lijimab  More,  while  tb^j  hate  wholly  extlngulibed  that  of 
M4<Uro4-  D'Arbl-f  ;  hot  ihl*  indeed  had  been  waning  ever 
•■irf-w  ber  two  Srat  novel*,  which,  dcrer  a*  thejr  were,  owed 
«  Kr«Bt  <Im1  of  their  extraordinary  »ucce**  to  the  itranM 
•r.  ;r<-«rr*mtatioo,  that  had  been  loroebow  made,  of  the 
«.  •  U'tr'm  twins  ten  year*  younger  than  the  really  was.  Ami, 
p't/I.  n,  1.  —  CaoKta.  1M7.  „  ,      ^  . 

s  1  hmwm  ilDea  hMid  that  th«  report  was  not  well  fovaded  \ 


thing  more  rough,  and  at  any  rate  would  pro- 
bably have  cheated  the  flow  of  Johnson's  good 
humour.  He  called  to  us  with  a  sudden  air 
of  exultation,  as  the  thought  started  into  his 
mind,  ^  O I  Gentlemen,  I  must  tell  you  a  yeiy 
great  thing.  The  Empiess  of  Russia  haa  or- 
dered the  *  Rambler  *  to  be  translated  into  the 
Russian  language* ;  so  I  shall  be  read  on  the 
banks  of  the  Wolga.  Horace  boasts  that  his 
fame  would  extend  as  far  as  the  banks  of  the 
Rhone  i  now  the  Wolga  is  farther  from  me 
than  the  Rhone  was  from  Horace.**  Boswbll. 
^  You  must  certainly  be  pleased  with  this.  Sir.** 
Jomrsoir.  **  I  am  pieasea,  Sir,  to  be  sure.  A 
man  is  pleased  to  nnd  he  has  succeeded  in  that 
which  he  has  endeayoured  to  do.** 

One  of  the  company  mentioned  his  haying 
seen  a  noble  person  driying  in  his  carriase, 
and  looking  exceedingly  weS,  notwithstandms 
his  ^reat  age.  Johhsok.  **  Ah,  Sir,  ^t  is 
nothmg.  Bacon  obseryes,  that  a  stout  healthy 
old  man  is  like  a  tower  undermined.** 

On  Sunday,  May  16.,  I  found  him  alone : 
he  talked  of  Mrs.  Thrale  with  much  concern, 
saying,  **  Sir,  she  has  done  eyery  thing  wrong 
since  Thrale*s  bridle  was  off  her  neck  ;**  and 
was  proceeding  to  mention  some  circumstances 
which  haye  since  been  the  subject  of  public 
discussion  ',  when  he  was  interrupted  by  tne  ar- 
riyal  of  Dr.  DougUs,  now  Bishop  of  Salisbury. 

Dr.  Douglas,  upon  this  occasion,  reftited  a 
mbtaken  notion  which  is  yery  common  in  Scot- 
land, that  the  ecclesiastical  discipline  ^  of  the 
Church  of  England,  though  duly  enforced,  is 
insufficient  to  preserye  the  morals  of  the  clergy, 
inasmuch  as  all  delinquents  may  be  screened 
by  appealing  to  the  conyocation,  which  being 
neyer  authorised  by  the  king  to  sit  for  the 
despatch  of  business,  the  appeal  neyer  can  be 
heard.  Dr.  Douglas  obsenred,  that  this  was 
founded  upon  ignorance ;  for  that  the  bishops 
haye  sufficient  power  to  maintain  discipline, 
and  that  the  sitting  of  the  convocation  was 
wholly  immaterial  in  this  respect,  it  being  not 
a  court  of  judicature,  but  like  a  parliament,  to 
make  canons  and  r^ulations  as  times  may 
require. 

Johnson,  talking  of  the  fear  of  death,  sud, 
^*Some  people  are  not  afraid,  because  they 
look  upon  salyation  as  the  effect  of  an  absolute 
decree,  and  think  they  feel  in  themselves  the 
marks  of  sanctification.  Others,  and  those  the 
most  rational  in  my  opinion,  look  upon  salva- 
tion as  conditional  i  and  as  they  never  can  be 


bat  the  elation  dlteorered  by  Johnion,  In  the  belief  tfiat  It 
wa*  true,  ahowed  a  nobto  ardour  for  Utoraiy  Cun«.«  Boa- 

WRtA. 

>  »«e  tmi^,  p.  510.  n.  S.  —  CiOKtm. 

«  Since  the  abolition  of  the  Righ  Coramtialon  Coait  In 
1640.  procrrdlnga  agmioat  clergymen  for  eeclesla*tlcal  oAtteee 
(hanplly,  In  tbli  country,  of  rare  oocurrenoe,  when  compared 
with  the  numl>er  of  the  clergy)  have  been  eonducted  bg  the 
tame  rule*  a*  are  ob*«nred  in  othor  criminal  ca*e«  In  tho 
•piritnal  court*.  That  InooOTenlenees  have  attended  their 
appllcatkm  to  such  aulta  I*  not  a  recent  complaint,  but  aomo 
modem  ca*«*  *hov  the  nacemlty  ol  mmm  early  and  tflbetoal 
remody*—  Uamklaud, 

3c  2 
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sure  that  thej  hare  complied  with  the  con- 
ditions, they  are  afraid.'* 

In  one  of  his  little  manuscript  diaries  about 
this  time  I  find  a  short  notice,  which  marks 
his  amiable  disposition  more  certainly  than 
a  thousand  studied  declarations.  "  Afternoon 
spent  cheerfully  and  el^antly,  I  hope  without 
offence  to  Grod  or  man ;  though  m  no  holy 
duty,  yet  in  the  general  exercise  and  cultiva- 
tion of  benevolence.** 

On  Monday,  May  17^  I  dined  with  him  at 
Mr.  Dilly*s,  where  were  Colonel  Valiancy,  the 
Reverend  Dr.  Gibbons,  and  Mr.  Capel  Lofft, 
who,  though  a  most  zealous  Whig,  has  a  mind 
so  full  of  learning  and  knowledge,  and  so  much 
exercised  in  various  departments,  and  withal 
so  much  liberality,  that  the  stupendous  powers 
of  the  literary  Goliah,  though  they  aid  not 
frighten  this  little  David  of  popular  spirit, 
could  not  but  excite  his  admiration.  There 
was  also  Mr.  Braithwaite  of  the  Post-office,  that 
amiable  and  friendly  man,  who,  with  modest 
and  unassuming  manners,  has  associated  with 
many  of  the  wits  of  the  age.  Johnson  was 
very  quiescent  ^  to-day.  Perhaps,  too,  I  was 
indolent.  I  find  nothing  more  of  him  in  my 
notes,  but  that  when  I  mentioned  that  I  had 
seen  in  the  king's  library  sixty-three  editions 
of  my  favourite  Thomas  a  Kempis, — amongst 
which  it  was  in  eight  languages,  Latin,  Ger- 
man, French,  Italian,  Spanish,  English,  Arabic, 
and  Armenian, — he  said  he  thought  it  un- 
necessary to  collect  many  editions  of  a  book, 
which  were  all  the  same,  except  as  to  the  paper 
and  print ;  he  would  have  the  original,  and  all 
the  translations,  and  all  the  editions  which  had 
any  variations  in  the  text.  He  approved  of  the 
famous  collection  of  editions  or  Horace  by 
Douglas  %  mentioned  by  Pope,  who  is  said  to 
have  had  a  closet  filled  with  them ;  and  he 
added,  *^  every  man  should  try  to  collect  one 
book  in  that  manner,  and  present  it  to  a  public 
library.'* 

On  Tuesday,  May  18.,  I  saw  him  for  a  short 
time  in  the  morning.  I  told  him  that  the  mob 
had  called  out,  as  the  king  passed  ^  ^^No 
Fox,  no  Fox  I  *'  which  I  did  not  like.  He 
said,  "They  were  right.  Sir.**  I  said,  I 
thought  not ;  for  it  seemed  to  be  making  Mr. 
Fox  the  king*s  competitor.  There  being  no 
audience,  so  Uiat  there  could  be  no  triumph  in 
a  victory,  he  fairly  agreed  with  me.    I  said  it 


1  He  WM  probaUj  noC  at  his  «aM  ander  the  dfipiitatlmif 
whiRKiim  of  Capd  Lofft,  with  which  hit  state  of  health  1ndis- 
peard  him  to  combat.--  Crokib,  1S47. 

*  The  mention  br  Pope  ii  in  the  following  lloet  of  the 
Duadad,  and  the  auhJoioed  mote :— . 

**  Bid  me  with  Pollio  rap.  ai  well  u  d!ne. 
There  all  the  learned  thall  at  the  labour  ftaiid» 
And  Douglaa  lend  his  soft  obstetric  hand. 

**  Domgttu,  a  phjstdan  of  great  leamlna  and  no  lest  taste  i 
above  all,  curious  in  what  related  to  Horace ;  of  whom  he 
collected  every  edition,  translation,  and  comm«n)f,  to  the 
number  of  several  hundred  volumes."  ~.  DiMCf Mi.  b.  iv. 
I.  ass.  Dr.  James  Douglas  was  bom  in  Scotland  in  1675. 
and  died  In  London  in  174i«  Ue  published  some  aedtcal 
works..— CnoKin. 


miffht  do  very  well^  if  ezplaiDed  thni :  ^  \a 
us  have  no  Fox,**  understanding  it  is  ipntv 
to  his  Majesty  not  to  ^>point  thai  fenUoyi 
minister* 


—  Or-irt 


CHAPTER  LXXK. 
1784. 

Departed    Friendt.  -»  ArgwmtaL  — 
Hden    Maria    WtBiams.  —  KnatUmf, 
—  Newton  on   ike    Prophecie».  — 
Infidei  VTrUere.  —  Ckmrtk  of  Roou, 
Tbry.  —  Mise  Adame.  —  Fox  emd 
elijffe*e  7)raveiling  FeUowA^-^ 
Tioyibr.  —  JQ^y.  —  Dr.  ATomB.  _ 
Bate.  — Mm  Heaedenom.  —  Bwlamn  ef  Miemf. 

On  Wednesdav,  May  19^  I  aaftanart  of  u- 
evening  with  him,  by  ouraelves.  1  obMn«i 
that  the  death  of  our  friends  mi^  be  s  rv 
solation  agunst  the  fear  of  our  own  dianUft^ 
because  we  might  have  more  fiiendi  it  '^ 
other  world  than  in  this.  He  pcarfafs  i"^ 
this  as  a  reflection  upon  his  appr^ensioa  * 
to  death,  and  said,  with  heat,  *^HavcaB  i 
man  know  where  his  departed  firkads  ve.  * 
whether  they  will  be  his  fiienda  ia  the  at*^ 
world?  How  many  friendshipt  hare  y^ 
known  formed  upon  principlea  of  Tirtic' 
Most  friendships  are  formed  by  caprice  «r  « 
chance — mere  oosfederaciea  in  vice  or  lopes 
in  folly." 

We  talked  of  our  worthy  ftwDd  Vr 
Langton.  He  said,  ^  I  know  not  who  viC  r> 
to  heaven  if  Langton  does  not.  Sr,  I  f^* 
almost  say  SU  anima  m^ea  cmm  Luglfm^  ^ 
mentioned  a  very  eminent  friend  as  a  fiit»« 
man.  Johnson.  "Yes,  Sir;  bat ■ 
has  not  the  evangelical  virtne  of  LsK^** 
•,  I  am  al'raid,  would 


n2 


pick  up  a  wench. 

He  however  charged  Mr 
what  he  thou^t  want  of  judgnoit  »>■  ^ 
interesting  occasion.  ^  >Vlien  1  was  ilL*  ^ 
he,  «'  I  desired  he  would  tell  me  mbmH*  >* 
what  he  thought  my  life  was  fiuilty.  Sir.  -' 
brought  me  a  sheet  of  paper,  on  whick  k  » 
written  down  several  texts  of  Re™tB»  ^ 


jtliJ^ 


*  To  omn  parliament 
eondoded  onlf  the  daj  belbcw  In 
return,  however,  waa  dalaynd  %r 
scrutiny.  —  Caocin. 

4  As   Boswell   has   leMoB.   If 
**  eminent  Jhend,*'  mxttpt  tm  Mr, 
nolds,  it  may  not  be  nnncceaaary  In 
this  Ume  Mr.  Buiknwas  tfty-fov.  aad  Mr  Jeiaen^*9^-: 
▼cars  of  age,  and  that  the  toed  taotm  am4  mmtk  p^*^^ 
both  foi^  our  beUevii^  tbM  than  ce^f  iaM  y^  «* 
ground  for  so  oOtesive  a 
ticuUrly  as  against  Mr.  B 
pietr.  and,  as  Boswell  adaalts, 
markable  for  the 
Jlnte,  p.  G96 
still  more  nil 
cratiM  in  dealli^ 


.  We  shaD  aae  bf  and  br  ipeecOm^}^^ 
Ipable  Inslanee  oT  Boaw«d*a  MsMCfiw  ■» 
lallM  with  toeli  waiwi  »>Caen».^*-^ 
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eommendine  Christian  charity.  And  when  I 
t^uestioned  nim  what  occasion  I  had  given  for 
such  an  animadversion,  all  that  he  could  sajr 
mmounted  to  this, —  that  I  sometimes  con- 
tradicted people  in  conversation.  Now  what 
harm  does  it  do  to  anjman  to  be  contradicted?" 
l^oawsix.  **  I  suppose  he  meant  the  manner 
of  doing  it ;  rougmj  and  harshlj.**  Johnson. 
^  And  who  is  the  worse  for  that  ?  **  JBoswsll. 
««  It  hurts  people  of  weaker  nerves.*'  John- 
mon.  ^  I  know  no  such  weak-nerved  people.** 
>£r.  Burke,  to  whom  I  related  this  conSference, 
sjudf  ^  It  is  well  if,  when  a  man  comes  to  die, 
ho  has  nothing  heavier  upon  his  conscience 
than  having  Iwen  a  little  rough  in  conversa- 
tion.** 

Johnson,  at  the  time  when  the  paper  was 
presented  to  him,  though  at  first  pleased  with 
the  attention  of  his  friend,  whom  he  thanked 
-n  an  earnest  manner,  soon  exclaimed  in  aloud 
and  nwry  tone,  ^  What  is  your  drift.  Sir  ?  ** 
Sir  Joshua  B^nolds  pleasanUj  observed,  that 
it  waa  a  aoene  for  a  comedjr,  to  see  a  penitent 
get  into  a  violent  passion  and  belabour  his 


I  have  preserved  no  more  of  hb  conversa^ 

tion  at  the  times  when  I  saw  him  during  the 

rest  of  this  month,  till  Sunday,  the  SOUi  of 

3Iay,  when  I  met  him  in  the  evening  at  Mr. 

Hoole*s,  where  there  was  a  large  company 

l>oth    of  ladies  and  gentlemen.     Sir  James 

•Johnston  happened  to  say  that  he  paid  no 

rv^ard  to  the  arguments  of  counsel  at  the  bar 

of  tbe  House  of  Commons,  because  they  were 

paid    for  speaking.     Johnson.     **Nay,  Sir, 

axi^umcnt    is    argument     You  cannot   help 

pAjin^  i^^B||*^  to  ^c^f  arguments  if  they  are 

fjx^od.     If  It  were  testimony,  you  might  dis* 

rn^SC^T^  it,  if  you  knew  that  it  were  purchased. 

Xlicre  ia  a  beautiful  image  in  Bacon*  upon 

this  aubiect.   Testimony  is  like  an  arrow  shot 

from  a  long-bow ;  the  force  of  it  depends  on 

the  atren^  of  the  hand  that  draws  it.    Ar- 

^umeot  la  like  an  arrow  from  a  croas-bow, 


«  Aftprall,  leanootbatbeofoplnloD.  thakuMr.Luifton 
«a«  •crkMulT  raquMtad  bf  Dr.  JobOMQ  to  mmdoowfaac 
a  I  cvearvd  tA  bim  crroci«oui  In  Um  character  of  hf  t  frtend,  he  waa 
*,  x»t»A  a*  an  hooMt  man  to  Intimate  what  he  really  ttaoogbt, 
wtiicto  be  eertainlf  did  In  the  moet  delicate  manner ;  eo  that 
J  ^l.njiMi  hlmaelf;  when  In  a  attiet  frame  of  mind,  waa  picaaed 
« t'to  U'  TIm  text!  Mif  fvfttcd  are  now  before  me.  and  I  shall 
^tM^tm  m  fcw  of  them.  **  Bletecd  are  the  meek,  for  they  shall 
^^t^rU,  Che  earth."  _  J#«<l.  v.  6.  **  1  therefore,  the  prisoner 
af  cl»^  t^^ord,  beseech  yoa  that  ye  walk  worthy  or  the  vocation 
rlth  ye  are  called,  with  all  lowliness  and  meekness. 


wst^  bootf-soflhrtaf  forbearing  one  another  hi  love.**— fpArs. 
-  I  m  •'^Aod  above  all  these  thines,  put  on  charity,  which  Is 
l^  'booA  oT  nerfeccness.'*  —  CW.  ill.  14.  **  ChaHty  suAreCh 
t.Ms«   «od  b  Bind ;  charity  envleth  not ;  charity  vaonteth  not 


t.Hs«  «oa  b  Bind ;  charity  envleth  not ;  charity  vaonteth  not 
ktmSi  to  M*  puAd  up.  doth  not  behave  Itself  unseemly,  b 
i^^^U  riwvoked."!  t  Cbr.  zm.  4.  ft.  ~  B  swbia. 

9  Dr.  JoBtMon's  memory  deeeived  him.    The  passage  r»- 
co  b  not  BacoD*s,  but  Boyb's,  and  mqr  be  Rwnd,  with 


«  ■ift«br  irarbcion,  in  Johosoo's  Dictionary,  noder  the  word 

7 /■■■■•<»*• So  happfly  selected  are  the  graeter  part  of  the 

In  thtf  taMomparabb  worit,  that  If  the  most  striking 

la  It  were  eolbeied  by  one  of  our  modem 

tar  the  tlUe  of  **  The  Beauties  of  Johnson's 

thsj  would  fonn  •  very  pleasing  and  popular 

la  hb  Lift  y  AaoflMf.  pfofcssea  to  relate 
w,^  (al  whteh  he  waa  present^  with  saore  *'  pre- 
Boewetti  bat  It b satbbctory  to  lad  that  hb 


which  has  equal   force  thougb  ahot   by  a 
chUd.-  » 

He  had  dined  that  day  at  Mr.  Hoole*s,  and 
Miss  Helen  Maria  Williams  being  expected  in 
the  evening,  Mr.  Hoole  put  into  his  hands 
her  beautifid  **  Ode  on  the  Peace.**  ^  Johnson 
read  it  over,  and  when  this  elegant  and  ac- 
complished young  lady  ^  was  presented  to  him, 
he  took  her  by  the  hand  in  the  most  courteous 
manner,  and  repeated  the  finest  stanza  of  her 
poem.  This  was  the  most  delicate  and  pleas- 
m^  compliment  he  could  pay.  Her  respectable 
friend,  Dr.Kippis,  from  whom  I  had  this 
anecdote,  was  standing  by,  and  was  not  a  little 
gratified. 

Miss  Williams  told  me,  that  the  only  other 
time  she  was  fortunate  enough  to  be  in  Dr. 
Johnson*s  company,  he  asked  her  to  sit  down 
by  him,  which  she  did ;  and  upon  her  inquir- 
ing how  he  was,  he  answered,  '^  I  am  very  ill 
indeed.  Madam.  I  am  veiy  ill  even  when  you 
are  near  me ;  what  should  I  be  were  you  at  a 
distance?** 

[''JOHNSON  TO  MISS  REYNOLDS 

**  May  ».  1784. 

'*  Madam, —  You  do  me  wrong  by  imputing  my 
omiasioD  to  any  captious  punctilioumeai.  I  have 
not  yet  aeen  Sur  Joshua,  and,  when  I  do  see  him,  I 
know  not  how  to  aerve  you.  When  I  tpoke  upon 
your  aifairs '  to  him,  at  Christmas,  I  receired  no 
encouragement  to  %yttk  again. 

**  But  we  aball  never  do  business  by  letters.  We 
must  see  one  another. 

"I  have  returned  your  papers,  [pp.  697.706.]  and 
am  gUd  that  you  laid  aside  the  thought  of  printing 
them.     I  am.  Madam,  your  most  humble  servant, 
—Bepi.  MS&  «Sajc  Jormsoh.**] 

JOHNSON  TO  DR.  HAMILTON.' 

**  Bolt  Coort,  Joae  4. 1783. 
''Ravaaxim  Sia,— Be  plessed  to  excuse  this 
appHeation  from  a  stranger  in  fiivour  of  one  who 
has  very  little  ability  to  apeak  for  henel£     The 


statement  proves  the  aeenraey  of  Bosweirs  oarratkiD,  as 
well  as  the  superiority  of  hb  style  of  reporting.  ~  CaoKta. 

*  The  peace  made  hy  that  rery  able  statesman  the  Karl  of 
Shelbume,  now  Marquis  of  Lansdowne.  which  may  fairly  be 
considered  as  the  foundation  of  aU  the  prosperity  of  Great 
Britain  since  that  Ume.—  Boswiu. 

*  In  the  first  edttloo  of  mv  work,  the  epithet  MiieMr  was 
given.  1  was  sorrv  to  he  obliged  to  strike  It  out;  hut  I  coold 
not  in  Justice  suffer  It  to  remain,  alter  this  young  lady  had 
not  only  written  In  favour  of  the  savaae  anarchy  with  which 
France  has  been  visited,  but  had  (as  I  nave  been  Informed  by 
good  authority)  walked,  without  horror,  over  the  ground  at 
UM  Thulllerles  when  It  was  strewed  with  the  nakeirbodles  of 
the  (Uthful  Swiss  Guards,  who  were  barbarously  massacred 
for  having  bravelr  defended,  egainst  a  crew  of  nifBans,  the 
monarch  whom  they  had  taken  an  oath  to  defend.  From 
Dr.  Johnson  she  eould  now  expect  not  endearment,  but 
repulsion —  Boswbu»  MUs  Wllllaass.  like  many  other  early 
enthusiasts  of  the  French  revolution,  had  latterly  altered  bar 
opliiloo  very  considerably.  She  akd  la  ISM,  mt.  65.— 
Caosiia. 

*  No  doubt,  peoonlary  alMrs.  staallar  le  those  mentioned 
wii,  p.  SSI.  n.l.    1  preserve  all  these  notes  as  prooA  of 

Johnson's  acUve  benevolenee  towards  his  frkods,  and  the 
reliance  they  had  on  his  kindness.  —  Caoasa. 

7  This  and  tbe  following  nolea.  addiesscd  to  the  Bev.  Dr. 
Hamllloo,  Vicar  of  St.  Martin's  fas  the  Fields,  are  published 
tnm  the  originals.  In  the  possession  of  hit  son  t  who  observes, 
t^y  are  of  Be  Airtber  Interest,  than  m  showing  the 

So  8 
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unhqip  jr  woman  wlio  waiti  on  jaa  vitb  thisy  has 
been  known  to  me  many  jernt*.  She  if  the 
daughter  of  a  tUtgfmaa  of  LcieettenhiK^  who  by 
an  onhai»pj  maniage  ia  reduced  to  aolicit  a  reliige 
in  the  workhouae  at  your  parnfa,  to  whidi  the  haa 
a  claim  bj  her  huabaiid*s  lettlenient. 

Her  eaae  admits  of  little  deliberation ;  ahe  ia 
turned  out  of  her  lodging  into  the  street  What 
my  eonditioo  allows  me  to  do  ibr  her  I  hare 
already  done,  and  having  no  friend,  she  ean  harere- 
eourse  only  to  the  parish.     I  am,  rercrend  Sir,  fte., 

—  MSS.  **  Sam.  JonsoK." 

JOHNSON  TO  DR.  HAMILTON. 

**  Bolt  Cottit,  F^  II.  1784. 

**  Sib,  —  My  physicians  endeavour  to  make  me 
beliere  that  I  shall  sometime  be  better  qualified  to 
reedve  visits  from  men  of  elegance  and  civility  like 
yours. 

*«  Mrs.  Felld  shall  wait  up<m  you,  and  you  will 
judge  what  will  be  proper  for  you  to  da     I  once 
more  return  you  my  thanks^  and  am,  Sir,  &c., 
~^MSS,  **  Sajc  Jobhsok." 

JOHNSON  TO  DR.  HAMILTON. 

June  2. 1784. 

«  Sia,  -*  Ton  do  every  thing  that  is  liberal  and 
kind.  Mra.  Pelld  is  a  bad  manager  for  herself 
but  I  will  employ  a  more  skiUul  agent,  one  Mrs. 
Oardiner,  who  will  wait  on  you  and  employ 
Pell^*s  money  to  the  beat  advantage.  MrSi 
Gardiner  will  wut  on  you. 

**  I  return  you.  Sir,  sincere  thanks  for  your 
attention  to  me.  I  am  ill,  but  hope  to  come  back 
better ',  and  to  be  made  better  still  by  your  con* 
veraation.     I  amt  Sur,  &C.,        Sam.  Johvsoii.*] 

—  MSS. 

He  had  now  a  great  desire  to  go  to  Oxford^ 
as  his  first  jaunt  afler  his  illness.  We  talked 
of  it  for  some  days,  and  I  had  promised  to 
accompany  him.  He  was  impatient  and  fretful 
to*night,  because  I  did  not  at  once  agree  to  go 
with  him  on  Thursday.  When  I  considered 
how  ill  he  had  been,  and  what  allowance  should 
be  made  for  the  influence  of  sickness  upon  his 
temper,  I  resolved  to  indulge  him,  though  with 
some  inconYenienoe  to  myself,  as  I  wiwed  to 
attend  the  musical  meeting  in  honour  of 
Hansel,  in  Westminster  Abb^,  on  the  foUow- 
ini 


the  midst  of  his  own  diseases  and  pains, 
he  was  ever  compassionate  to  the  distresses  of 
others,  and  actively  earnest  in  procuring  them 
aid,  as  appears  n'om  a  note  to  Sir  Joshua 
Reynolds,  of  June,  in  these  words :  — 


goodnet*  of  Jotamoo*!  heart,  and  th«  spirit  with  which  he 
entered  into  the  craw  and  Intereati  of  an  Individual  in  die- 
tret*,  when  he  wai  almoit  on  the  bed  of  Atiuttm  and  death 
himMlf."  ~  WllGBT. 

*  Dr.  Jobnion  left  town  on  the  following  morning,  with 
Botw^ll,  (br  Oxford.  ~.  Wnioar. 

*  The  following  note  fk-ora  Miu  Reynoldft  ihowi  that  he 
wu  not  a  lolicttor  for  the  poor  of  his  own  acqualntiinoeoiily. 
It  MH>mi  to  have  been  given  to  aoaie  poor  woman  at  an  iatro* 
ductton  to  Vt.  JohoMQ }  ^^ 

*'  Dover  Street,  July  9* 
"  My  oood  Sib,  ~  I  ooukl  not  forbear  to  communirate  to 
the  poor  woman  the  hope  you  had  ^Tca  me  of  aslog  your 


JOHNSON  TO  &£TNOIJ)&  , 

"  I  am  ashamed  to  ask  Ibr  some  rdicffert  poor 
man,  to  whom  1  hope  I  have  given  whet  I  can  bt 
expected  to  spare.     The  nan  importnna  om^  md 
the  blow  goes  rooadl     I  am  going  to  trj  aooiber  ) 
air  on  nmradaj.**' 

On  Thursdaj,  June  Z^  the  Oxford  p»t 
coach  took  us  up  in  the  moming  at  BoltCmm. 
The  other  two  paosengen  were  lln.BeratVr) 
and  her  draghter,  two  very  agreeable  ladia 
from  America ;  thiej  were  ^oing  to  Wontv 
tershire,  where  they  then  resid«L  Fnak  bd 
been  sent  bj  his  master  the  daj  beibre  touk- 
places  for  us ;  and  I  found  front  the  vaj-btL 
that  Dr.  Johnson  had  made  our  names  be  pd: 
down.  Mrs.  Bereiford,  who  had  rad  X 
whispered  me,  ^Is  this  the  great  Dr.  Job- 
son  r  **  I  told  her  it  was  ;  so  she  m  tbtn 
prepared  to  listen.  As  she  soon  happoied  t  -» 
mention,  in  a  voice  so  low  that  JohasoB  dkl 
not  hear  it,  that  her  husband  had  been  a  iD*n- 
ber  of  the  American  Congress,  I  caataoaedb^ 
to  beware  of  introducing  that  snUect,  a  i^ 
must  know  how  yerr  riolent  jKilniMO  to 
against  the  people  of  thai  countrf.  He  tsli>i 
a  great  deal ;  but  I  am  sonj  I  lutve  presemd 
little  of  the  couTersation.  Misa  Beresford  vib 
so  much  charmed,  that  she  said  to  ne  sftie. 
"  Uow  he  does  talk  I  Ever^  sentenee  i«  tf 
essay.**  She  amused  herself  m  die  coacb  viu 
knotting.  He  would  scarcely  aDow  this  wpea-^ 
of  employment  any  merit.  ^  Next  ta  mt.-^ 
idleness,  said  he,  '^  I  think  knotting  is  to  » 
reckoned  in  the  scale  of  inaifliifioanoe ;  thoaft 
I  once  attemjpted  to  leani\BottiBg :  Iks&y 
8ter*s  sister  (looking  to  me)  eiMieavmredw 
teach  me  it,  but  I  made  no  procress.*' 

I  was  surprised  at  hia  taUung  without  r- 
senre  in  the  public  poet  eoadi  of  the  AUt  •  ( 
his  afiairs:  ^'I  haye,**  mid  he,  *«akoiit  tv 
world,  I  think,  aboye  a  thousand  poondi,  wit  k 
I  intend  shall  afford  Frank  an  aaaaitv  cr. 
seyenty  pounds  a  year.**  Indeed,  his  opaui>v 
with  people  at  a  fint  interyiew  was  Tcmarki' .. 
He  said  once  to  Mr.  Langton,  **  I  think  1  tf 
like  Squire  Bichard'  in  *The  Joontei  tj 
London,'  F  m  never  ehrtx^re  ta  a  9iraftfU.t  * 
He  was  truly  $oeiaL  He  stroaglr  ctnRir^I 
what  is  much  too  common  in  Engund  te  "i 
persons  of  condition, — mamfalnpy^y  gg  shani*-' 
silence  when  unknown  to  each  other;  si^tr 
instance,  when  occanonally  faron|eht  ta^ti'' 
in  a  room  before  the  master  or  mistrew  W  *^ 


iDterett  with  your  firleadt  to  taiee 
ber  to  aee  her  native 
write  a  line  to 
of  that  hope. 
**  I  an,  and 
but  roa  we.  mod 
bamVle  serfant. 


Hera  Bttie  •»•»•«' 
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mi  Mt  ^'^ 


Mt.lS. 


BOSWELL'S  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


759 


house  liai  appeared.  '*8ir,  that  is  being  so 
uncivilised  as  not  to  understand  the  common 
rights  of  humanity.*' 

At  the  inn  where  we  stopped  he  was  ex- 
ceedingly dissatisfied  with  some  roast  mutton 
which  we  had  for  dinner.  The  ladies,  I  saw, 
wondered  to  see  the  great  ohilosopher,  whose 
wisdom  and  wit  they  had  oeen  admiring  all 
the  way,  get  into  ill-humour  from  such  a  cause. 
lie  scolded  Uie  waiter,  saying,  *'  It  is  as  bad  as 
bad  can  be :  it  is  ill-fed,  iU-kmed,  ill-kept,  and 
iU-dresf 

He  bore  the  ioumey  very  well,  and  seemed 
to  feci  himself  elevated  aa  he  approached 
Oxford,  that  magnificent  and  venerable  seat 
of  learning,  orthodoxy,  and  Toryism.  Frank 
came  in  the  heavy  coach,  in  readiness  to 
attend  him ;  and  we  were  received  with  the 
most  polite  hospitalitv  at  the  house  of  his  old 
friena  Dr.  Adams,  Master  of  Pembroke  Col- 
le;;c,  who  had  given  us  a  kind  invitation.  Be- 
fore we  were  set  down,  I  communicated  to 
Johnson  my  having  engaged  to  return  to 
London  directly  for  the  reason  I  have  men- 
tioned, but  that  I  would  hasten  back  to  him 
rv^ain.  He  was  pleased  that  I  had  made  this 
journey  merely  to  keep  him  company.  He 
was  easy  and  placid  with  Dr.  Aaams,  Mrs. 
and  Miss  Adams,  and  Mrs.  Kennicott,  widow 
of  the  learned  Hebrean,  who  was  here  on  a 
viiiit.  He  soon  despatched  the  inquiries  that 
were  made  about  his  illness  and  recovery  by  a 
i>hort  and  distinct  narrative,  and  then  asstun- 
iug  a  gay  ur,  repeated  from  Swifr,  — 

«•  Nor  think  on  our  approaching  ills, 
And  talk  of  apectadoi  and  pUla." 

Dr.  Newton,  the  Bishop  of  Bristol,  having 
been  mentioned,  Johnson,  recollecting  the 
manner  in  which  he  had  been  censured  by 
that  prelate  *,  thus  retaliated :  —  "  Tom  knew 
he  should  be  dead  before  what  he  has  said  of 


>  Dr.  Ncwtoa,  In  hit  accooot  of  hU  own  LlCi,  aftar  aal- 
madTertlnir  upon  Mr.  Olbbon'a  HUtonr.  nf*.— 

**Dr.  JobOMo'i  *LiT«t  of  tb«  Po«U*  aflbrded  mora 
ifnii»rai«ot ;  but  candour  vai  much  hurt  and  oObnded  at  tba 
m^irvoktice  that  pradomhtata*  In  arary  part.  Sfime  paa- 
t^!^,  ft  muBt  b«  allowad,  arajudldoui  aiid  wril  written,  but 
'.  klu>  not  wdBclant  compenntion  for  lo  much  ■plaen  and 
•ll.buiDour.  NeT«r  was  any  blographar  more  sparlof  of  bis 
f«r«i»r,  or  mora  abundant  In  hit  ceusurtt.  Ha  teemtnaljr 
il^hKlitt  mora  In  axpoting  blemlthn,  than  In  recommaodmf 
u  jiit)r«  ;  ftlightly  pMMt  over  ex  ceUeocet,  en  target  upon  Im- 
\m  rf^tioot,  and,  not  oontant  with  hit  own  levrre  reflectiont, 
rp»iTc«  old  tcaoidal.  and  produeet  Urea  quotations  from  tha 
i-  r.'  4t«a  workt  (tf  former  crltlca.  Hit  repuution  was  to 
>  ..I  m  tha  rapublle  of  lettan,  that  It  wanted  not  to  be  raited 
u(>>n  the  rulnt  of  others.  But  thata  essays.  Inttoad  of 
r4>«iri«  a  hljihar  Idea  than  was  before  entertained  of  hit 
t.  ;-r«undl(.f,  have  oertainlir  giTen  the  world  a  worsa 
y  loiun  of  hit  tamper.  Tha  tnthop  wat  therefore  the  mora 
t-irpriMd  and  concerned  for  hit  townsman,  for  ke  retpectrd 
ktm  not  0mi0  ft  ku  gemimi  mmd  teaming,  but  9aimrd  him 
m»vfk  fot  ike  mare  0mualtie  nmrt  qf  kH  character^  hit  An- 
m.mtt^  and  ekmritif^  kit  morahty  and  reUgnm." 

Th(>  last  peotanca  we  majr  consider  as  the  general  and  ner- 
r  %ripnc  opinion  of  Bishop  Newton  ;  the  remarks  which 
pr.-fde  it  must,  bjr  all  who  have  read  Johnson's  admirable 
»(«rk,  be  kmptttad  lo  the  dUcust  and  peevishness  of  old  age. 
I  » itb  thejr  had  not  appeared,  and  that  Dr.  Johnson  had  not 
bK^n  provoked  by  tbem  to  express  himself  not  In  resptvtftil 
•"rns  of  a  prelate  whoee  labours  were  certalnljr  of  oontldar* 
aUo  ttivantata  twcta  lo  Utaraftoia  and  rallglon.  ^Boawau. 


me  would  qipear.  He  durst  not  have  printed 
it  while  he  was  alive.'*  Dr.  Adams.  *^  I  believe 
his  *  Dissertations  on  the  Prophecies*  is  his 
great  work.**  Johnsom.  *^Wh^,  Sir,  it  is 
2*om*«  great  work ;  but  how  far  it  is  great,  or 
how  much  of  it  is  Tom*s,  are  other  questions. 
I  fancy  a  considerable  part  of  it  was  bor- 
rowed.** Dr.  Adams.  *^  He  was  a  very  suc- 
cessful man.**  Johhsok.  ^*  I  don*t  think  so, 
Sir.  He  did  not  get  very  high.  He  was  late 
in  getting  what  he  did  get ;  and  he  did  not  get 
it  by  the  best  means.  I  believe  he  was  a  gross 
flatterer.**  « 

I  fulfilled  my  intention  by  g^ng  to  London, 
and  returned  to  Oxford  on  Wednesday  Uie 
9th  of  June,  when  I  was  happy  to  find  myself 
again  in  the  same  agreeable  circle  at  Pembroke 
(Allege,  with  the  comfortable  prospect  of 
making  some  stay.  Johnson  wdcomed  my 
return  with  more  than  ordinary  glee. 

He  talked  with  great  regard  of  the  Honour- 
able Archibald  Campbell,  whose  character  he 
had  given  at  the  Duke  of  ArgylPs  table  when 
we  were  at  Inverary,  and  at  this  time  wrote 
out  for  me,  in  his  own  hand,  a  fuller  account 
of  that  learned  and  venerable  writer,  which  I 
have  published  in  its  proper  place,  [p.  389.1 
Johnson  made  a  remark  this  evening  which 
struck  me  a  good  deaL  **  I  never,**  said  he, 
**  knew  a  nonjuror  who  could  reason."* '  Surely 
he  did  not  mean  to  deny  that  faculty  to  many 
of  their  writers  —  to  Hickes,  Brett,  and  other 
eminent  divines  of  that  persuasion ;  and  did 
not  recollect  that  the  seven  bishops,  so  justly 
celebrated  for  their  magnanimous  resistance  of 
arbitrary  power,  were  yet  nonjurors^  to  the 
new  government  The  nonjuring  clergy  of 
Scotland,  indeed,  who,  excepting  a  few,  nave 
lately,  by  a  sudden  stroke,  cut  off  all  ties  of 
allegiance  to  the  house  of  Stuart,  and  resolved 
to  pray  for  our  present  lawful  sovereign  by 
name,  may  be  thought  to  have  confirm^  this 


s  Tba  Her.  Mr.  Agutter  hat  fkvoarad  ma  with  a  note  of  a 
dialognabetwaan  Mr.  John  Handarton  (post,  p.  761.)  and  Dr. 
Jobntoo  on  thit  topic,  at  related  br  Mr.  Hendertoo,  audit  It 
avldcotly  to  anthantic  that  I  shall  nere  insert  It :  —  Hihobb- 
lOM.  **  What  do jr ou  think.  Sir,  of  William  Law  ?  **  Jobk- 
■OM.  **  William  Law,  Sir,  wroCa  tha  baet  piece  of  paranatic 
dlvinltf ;  but  William  Law  wat  no  reatonar."  HiMoaaton. 
**  Jeremy  Colltar.  Sir  ?  "  JoaNtoK.  "  Jeremy  Collier  fought 
without  a  rl?al,  and  therefore  could  not  claim  tha  victory." 
Mr.  Henderson  mentioned  Ken  and  Kettlewell  %  but  some 
oMactlont  were  made  t  at  last  ha  tald,  **  But.  Sir,  what  do 
vou  think  of  Lealay  7  '*  JoMNtoM.  **  Charlat  Laaley  I  had 
forgotten.  Lesley  sMt  a  reatooer,  and  a  remtoner  trko  sm« 
moi  to  be  reatoned  againet,**  Boswbll.  Charlet  wu  the 
ton  of  Dr.  John  Leslie,  Bithop  of  Clogher  In  Ireland.  He 
was  educated  at  Trinity  College,  Dublin.  Though  tealous 
against  popery  and  Ring  James's  popish  measures,  he  could 
not  reconcile  his  conscience  to  the  oaths  to  WlUlam  and 
Mary,  and  so  became  a  nonjuror,  of  which  partv  he  was  una 
of  the  chief  literary  and  theological  supports  and  omamentt. 
After  many  yeari  of  exile,  he  returoed  to  hit  native  country, 
and  died  in  1729,  at  his  own  house  at  Glatlough,  In  tha 
county  of  Monaghan.  where  hit  descendants  have  contisued 
to  reside.  The  present  possessor,  Mr.  Charlet  Powell 
Leslie,  his  great  grandson,  hat  repratantad  that  eounty  In 
teveral  parlumeott.  —  Caoana,  ISSi. 

s  Mr.  Botwell  Is  mistaken  :  two  of  tha  teren  Mthopt,  tIs. 
Lloyd,  of  St.  Ataph't,  and  Trelawnav,  of  Bristol,  transferred 
after  tha  Bevolatlon  to  Biatar  and  WlachaHir,  vara  not 
noi^urort. — Cbokcb. 

3c  4 
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Temark ;  as  it  may  be  aald,  that  the  divine  in- 
defeasible hereditary  right  which  thej  pro- 
fessed to  believe,  if  erer  true,  must  be  equally 
true  still.  Many  of  my  readers  will  be  sur- 
prised when  I  mention  that  Johnson  assured 
me  he  had  nerer  in  his  life  been  in  a  nonjuring 
meeting-house. 

Next  morning  at  breakfast,  he  pointed  out 
a  passage  in  Savage*s  **  Wanderer,**  saying, 
"  These  are  fine  verses.^*  "  If,**  said  he,  "  i 
had  written  with  hostility  of  Warburton  in 
my  Shakspeare,  I  should  have  quoted  this 
couplet :  — -  • 

*  Here  Learning,  blinded  firrt,  and  then  beguiled, 
Looks  dark  as  Igfiorance,  as  Frenzy  wild.* 

You  see  tbey*d  have  fitted  him  to  a  T,** 
(smiling.)  Dr.  Adams.  '^But  you  did  not 
write  against  Warburton.**  Johkson.  ^  No, 
Sir,  I  treated  him  with  great  respect,  both  in 
my  preface  and  in  my  notes.** ' 

Mrs.  Kennicott  spoke  of  her  brother,  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Chamberlayne,  who  had  fiven 
up  great  prospects  in  the  Uhurch  of  England' 
on  his  conversion  to  the  Roman  Catholic  faith. 
Johnson,  who  warmly  admired  every  man  who 
acted  from  a  conscientious  regard  to  principle, 
erroneous  or  not,  exclaimed  fervently,  "  God 
bless  him.** 

Mrs.  Kennicott,  in  confirmation  of  Dr.  John* 
son*s  opinion  that  the  present  was  not  worse 
than  former  ages,  mentioned  that  her  brother 
assured  her  there  was  now  less  infidelity  on 
the  continent  than  there  had  been ' ;  Voltaire 
and  Rousseau  were  less  read.  I  asserted, 
from  good  authority,  that  IIume*s  infidelity 
was  certainly  less  read.  Jomisoir.  "  All 
infidel  writers  drop  into  oblivion  when  per- 
sonal connexions  and  the  floridncss  of  novelty 
are  gone ;  though  now  and  then  a  foolish 
fellow,  who  thinks  he  can  be  witty  upon 
them,  may  bring  them  again  into  notice. 
There  will  sometimes  start  up  a  college  joker, 
who  does  not  consider  that  what  is  a  joke 
in  a  college  will  not  do   in   the  world.    To 


1  S«emitf,  P.M.— C. 

*  Mr.  Hallam  Informi  me  that  tbfr«  ii  here  an  Inioettracjr. 
Mr.  George  Chamberlarne  w«  a  clerk  In  the  Treasurj,  and 
oerer  wai  tn  the  Church  of  Rncland.  He  became  a  lumiish 
priest,  and  died  tn  I>ondon  wHhln  the  last  twenty  yeariw  The 
catastrophe  of  hit  elder  brother,  Edward  Chamberla7ne(iee 
ant^,  p.  686.  n.  4)  make*  roe  suspect  something  of  mental 
aberration  in  this  case,  a«  there  certAmly  has  bcculn  numeroua 
riibilar  conversions.  —  Caoaaa,  ISSfr— 47. 

>  The  Rerolution  would  seem  to  nentWe  this  opinion, 
bat  I  incline  to  believe  that  it  was  true.  Infldelliy  may  hare 
been  on  the  decrease,  when  the  political  hurricane  arose  and 
swept  all  into  the  chaos  of  aaarchjr  and  atheism.  ->CaoKBB. 
1831-47. 

4  I  have  Inaerted  the  ttansa  as  Johnson  repeated  it  from 
memory ;  but  I  have  since  found  the  poem  Itself,  In  **  The 
Foundling  Hospital  for  Wit,**  printed  at  Ixmdon,  1749.  It  is 
as  follows :  — 

**  EnotAM,  ooon^iMsal  ^  •  relighmi  dispmt*  at  Bath. 

**  On  reason,  (kith,  and  mrsterv  high. 
Two  wits  harangue  tne  tJible  \ 

B y  believes  he  knows  not  why. 

N swcwi  'tis  aU  a  table. 


foch  defenders  of  reKgion  I  woold  9^  i ' 
stanza  of  a  poem  whkm  I  remenber  to  imt 
seen  in  some  old  collection :  — 

'  Henoelbrtli  be  tpiict  and  agrra^ 
Each  kisi  his  empty  brother: 
Religion  seoms  a  Ibe  like  ther. 
But  dreads  a  friend  like  folfacr.* 

The  point  is  well,  though  the  expression  ii 
not  correct :  one,  and  not  ikee^  shc^iud  be  op- 
posed to  f  other  ,^ 

On  the  Roman  Catholie  rdigion  he  said 
''If  ^ou  join  the  prists  externally,  tbcy  will 
not  mterrogate  jou  strictly  as  to  jwa  bt-lie: 
in  their  tenets.  No  reasoning  papist  belitfr^i 
every  article  of  their  faith.  There  is  one  sidi  <£ 
which  agoodnum  might  be  persuaded  toembrkt 
it.  A  good  man  of  a  timorous  dispostiuo.  b 
great  doubt  of  his  acceptance  with  God,  il! 
pretty  credulous,  may  be  glad  to  be  of  a  chur  i 
where  there  are  so  many  helps  to  pi  t< 
heaven.^  I  would  be  a  papbt  if  I  could  I 
have  fear  enough ;  but  an  oostinate  nticioiiirr 
prevents  me.  x  shall  never  be  a  pspisu  u- 
less  on  the  near  approach  of  dcatiuofwL  i 
I  have  a  very  great  terror.  I  wonder  tiu 
women  are  not  all  papists.**  Boswxll.  **  H  v 
are  not  more  afraid  of  death  than  nm  ar'." 
JoHKSOK.  "Because  they  are  less  vki-I' 
Dr.  Adams.  "  They  are  more  pious.**  Joat- 
SON.  **No,  hang  em,  thej  are  not  c^o 
pious.  A  wicked  fellow  is  the  most  p  u 
when  he  takes  to  it.  Ue*U  beat  yoa  ^  tt. 
piety.** 

lie  argued  in  defence  of  some  of  thepe«u —* 
tenets  of  the  church  of  Rone.  As  u>  > 
giving  the  bread  only  to  the  laity,  be  «4,  i 
"They  may  think,  that  in  what  is  m-'  • 
ritual^,  deviations  from  the  pnmitiTC  c  ■« 
may  be  admitted  on  the  ground  of  ixi  ■-.- 
nience;  and  I  think  they  are  as  w«ll  ▼.*• 
ranted  to  make  this  alteration,  as  ve  ir  :• 
substitute  sprinkling  in  the  room  <^  ^' 
ancient  baptism.''  As  to  the  invocst)<>3  << 
saints,  he  said,   "  Though  I  do  not  \i^  ^ 


coxcoaba.  paeee  f 
N        ■»  kiss  thy  emp^ 
Religion  laughs  at  foes  like 
And  dreads  a  friend  like  r 

The  disputants  alluded  to  lo  Chia  epigraoi  aiv  nxr*  •*' '" 
hare  been  Beau  XcsA  and  AraUby.  the  sob  ef  the  u 
the  friend  of  Walnole,  who.  howerer.  was  a  maa  ef  c««-' 
able,  though  desultorj.  abtbtirs.  —  Caoara. 

*  Thit  radllty  howerer.  it  may  la  ibeir  to*  »c  ** 
delude  the  timorous  and  creduloua,  la,  ea  Jefewy  Tr  • 
serves,  jproportlonablv  injuriooa  if  prrviovttr  r*.  . 
upon.  When  addrewing  a  cootert  la  the  B«ri**  <  ■  - 
he  says,  **  If  1  had  a  mind  to  live  an  rptf  lil«,  aisd  i««  >  >*  ' 
heavra  at  last,  I  would  be  of  foor  rvligt-Hi  abate  sb|  ■  -' 
world."-.yr<»rl«,  toI.  xl.  p.  IW.—  Ceoan. 

*  Bishop  EIrinftoo  very  Justlr  ebetiiii  thrt  iW  w^ 
ment  is  not  iisrrri^  rilmmL    Had  n  been  an  iaacinttf*  ^ 
church  of  Home,  tliey  might  haw  modtBed  a  :  but  '  ** 
solemn  and  speelSc  ordmance  of  oar  SavkMrMBiv.'  v^* 
no  church  could  JuatiSabiy  alter  — >  Canai 

7  I  do  not  recollect  teaj  scrlploral 
baptism  should  mftvtmrUg  be  by_ 
Arts,  It.  41 ..  It  aiay  beittferted  that  SOO0 1 
in  Jermakm  ta  one  day,  aad  tbe  |all«r  ef  f^^n* 
his  family  weie  bapdsad  baitfly  at  aigbc.  asA  sa  t  •  - 
wUhlB  the  pofllaaa  of  tha  ycteaa  (Ai^  sn  C 
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aathorifled,  it  appears  to  me,  that  '  the  com- 
manion  of  aaints*  in  the  Creed  means  the 
coomianion  with  the  saints  in  heaven,  as 
connected  with  *the  holy  catholic  church.*"' 
He  admitted  the  influence  of  evil  spirits  upon 
our  minds,  and  said,  ^*  Nobodj  who  beUeves 
the  New  Testament  can  deny  it.** 

I  brought  a  volume  of  Dr.  Hurd  the 
Bishop  of  iVorcester's  Sermons,  and  read  to 
the  company  some  passages  from  one  of  them, 
upon  this  text,  ^  Resist  tke  Devil^  and  he  wUl 
flee  from  youT  James,  iv.  7.  I  was  h^pj 
to  produce  so  judicious  and  elegant  a  sup- 
porter '  of  a  doctrine  which,  I  know  not  why, 
should,  in  this  world  of  imperfect  knowledge, 
and  therefore  of  wonder  and  mystery  in  a 
thousand  instances,  be  contested  by  some  with 
an  unthinking  assurance  and  flippancy. 

AAer  dinner,  when  one  or  us  talked  of 
there  beini^  a  great  enmity  between  Whig  and 
Tory :  —  JoHHSON.  "Why,  not  so  much,  I 
tliink,  unless  when  they  come  into  competition 
with  each  other.  There  is  none  when  they 
are  only  common  acquaintance,  none  when 
they  are  of  diflerent  sexes.  A  Tory  will 
marry  into  a  Whig  family,  and  a  Whig  into  a 
Tory  family,  without  any  reluctance.  But, 
indeed,  in  a  matter  of  much  more  concern 
than  political  tenets,  and  that  is  religion,  men 
and  women  do  not  concern  themselves  much 
about  diflerence  of  opinion ;  and  ladies  set  no 
value  on  the  moral  character  of  men  who  pay 
their  addresses  to  them:  the  greatest  profligate 
will  be  as  well  received  as  the  man  of  the 
greatest  virtue,  and  this  by  a  very  good 
woman,  by  a  woman  who  says  her  prayers 
three  times  a  day.**  Our  ladies  endeavoured 
to  defend  their  sex  from  this  charge ;  but  he 
n>ared  them  down !  "  No,  no,  a  la^  will  take 
J(»nathan  Wild  as  readily  as  St.  Austin,  if  he 
ban  threepence  more ;  and,  what  is  worse,  her 
(jarents  will  give  her  to  him.  Women  have  a 
pt'rpetual  envy  of  our  vices :  they  are  less 
vicious  than  we,  not  from  choice,  but  because 


Tii*««  twytliiM  could  luitfly  havo  bMO  bf 

<.  aoKtt. 

>  WaU4>r.  in  hU  **  DItIm  Poede^**  canto  flnt,  hai  the  mdc 
iWpfbt  flncif  raprtMcd  :•« 

**  Th«  church  irlamph«nt  aod  the  church  below 
to  MO^  of  pralie  their  preteot  union  thow ; 
ThHr  jojri  ore  ftill,  our  expectation  long } 
In  lifSt  *e  differ,  bat  we  join  In  tong : 
Anfels  and  we,  aulited  bv  thU  art. 
Maj  ilDf  tofetbw,  tbouf fi  we  dwell  apart.** 


t  The  tennoii  tbtia  openi :  — 

■*  That  there  aie  angela  and  ipMta  good  and  bod ;  that  at 
thf  »>cod  of  theee  last  there  la  out  osore  contlderiU>le  and 
fnAlifnent  than  the  rftt,  who  In  the  form  or  under  the  nome 
of  «  ttr^emt  waa  deefljr  concerned  In  the  fall  of  man.  and 
e  bote  kemd,  at  the  prophetic  language  li,  the  Son  of  Mao 
vai  oo«»  dar  to  kruite ;  that  IhU  evil  iplrlt.  thouch  that  pro- 
phecy  be  In  port  completed,  haa  not  jret  reoeived  his  death's 
«o«ind.  bat  u  atlU  permitted,  for  ends  unsearchable  to  us, 
end  m  wofs  which  we  eennol  partieularlf  expUln.  to  have  a 
cprtato  degree  of  power  In  this  world  hostile  to  iu  virtue  aod 
hepyigft,  and  somctimea  exetted  with  too  much  success  t 
all  this  la  so  clear  from  ScrlpCore,  that  no  believer,  unless  he 

Wv  entertain  a  doubt  of  It.'* 
Having  tfuotod  of  possessinsff.  his  lordship  says,.— 
**  Aa  I  Mivo  an  aatkorliy  to  aflra  that  thoiv  arir  sow  any 


we  restrict  them ;  they  are  the  slaves  of  order 
and  fashion;  their  virtue  is  of  more  con- 
sequence to  us  thaa  our  own,  so  far  as  con- 
cerns this  world.** 

Miss  Adams  mentioned  a  gentleman  of  licen- 
tious character,  and  said,  ^  Suppose  I  had  a 
mind  to  marry  that  gentleman,  would  my 
parents  consent  P**  Johhsoh.  ^'Yes,  thev*d 
consent,  and  you  *d  go.  You*d  go,  though  they 
did  not  consent**  Miss  Abajis.  "  Perhaps 
their  opposing  might  make  me  go.'*  Johhsoh. 
'^Oh,  veiT  well;  you*d  take  one  whom  you 
think  a  bad  num,  to  have  the  pleasure  of 
vexing  your  parents.  You  put  me  in  mind  of 
Dr.Barrowby't  the  phvsician,  who  was  very 
fond  of  swine's  flesh.  One  day,  when  he.was 
eating  it,  he  said,  *  I  wish  I  was  a  Jew.*  — 
*  Why  soP*  said  somebody ;  '  the  Jews  are  not 
allowed  to  eat  your  favourite  meat.* — *  Be- 
cause,* said  he,  1  should  then  have  the  gust  of 
eating  it,  with  the  pleasure  of  sinning.***  — 
Johnson  then  proceeded  in  his  dedamation. 

Miss  Adams  soon  afterwards  made  an  ob- 
servation that  I  do  not  recollect,  which  pleased 
him  much:  he  said  with  a  good-humoured 
smile,  **That  there  should  be  so  much  ex- 
cellence united  with  so  much  depraoity^  is 
strange. 

Indeed  this  lady's  good  qualities,  merit,  and 
accomplishments,  and  her  constant  attention 
to  Dr.  Johnson,  were  not  lost  upon  him.  She 
happened  to  tell  him  that  a  little  oofiee-pot,  in 
which  she  had  made  him  cofl*ee,  was  the  only 
thing  she  could  call  her  own.  He  turned  to 
her  with  a  complacent  gallantry: — **Don*t 
say  so,  my  dear :  I  hope  you  don*t  reckon  my 
heart  as  nothing."  ^ 

I  asked  him  if  it  was  true,  as  reported,  that 
he  had  said  latel;f  ,  **  I  am  for  the  King  against 
Fox ;  but  I  am  for  Fox  against  Pitt.**  Johh- 
soh. **  Yes,  Sir ;  the  King  is  my  master ;  but 
I  do  not  know  Pitt ;  and  'Sox  is  my  friend.** 

^  Fox,'*  added  he,  **  is  a  most  extraordinary 
man :  here  is  a  man  (describing  him  in  strong 


w  noMior  mar  Tprasomo  to  say  with  conSdoneo  that 
there  are  net  anjr."  **  But  then,  with  regard  to  the  Influeoeo 
of  evil  splrlU  at  this  day  upon  the  aot^ta  of  men,  I  shall  take 
leave  to  be  a  great  deal  more  peremptorr.  (ThMi,  baviog 
stated  the  vanoua  proob,  he  adds).  All  this.  I  say.  is  w  roanU 
feet  to  every  one  who  reads  the  Scriptures,  that,  if  we  respect 
their  authority,  the  quesiloo  concerning  the  reality  of  the 
demoniac  inSmnoa  upon  the  minds  of  flien  la  dearly  dator- 

Lct  it  be  ramemborad,  that  tbeae  are  not  the  words  of  aa 
antiquated  or  obscure  entbuslaet.  but  of  a  learned  and  polite 
prelate,  now  alive  j  and  were  spoken  not  to  a  vulear  congre. 

Gition,  but  to  the  Honourable  Society  of  LinroWs  Inn.  His 
rdship  in  this  sermon  explains  the  words  "  deliver  us  from 
evil.**  tn  the  Lord's  Prayer,  as  signifying  a  reouest  to  be  pro- 
tected  from  **  the  evil  one,"  thni  is,  the  Devil.  This  is  well 
llluatrated  In  a  short  but  excellent  Commeourr  by  my  lato 
worthy  frieod  the  Reverend  Dr.  Lort,  of  whom  it  may  truly 
be  said.  HMitia  Me  bon/i  JIHOit  oeetdtt.  It  Is  remarkaMo 
that  Waller,  In  Ms  "  ReSectkms  on  the  several  Pctttloos  io 
that  sacred  Form  of  Devotion,"  haa  understood  this  In 


Guard  ns  ftwai  all  tamptatioas  of  the  Foi.** »  BoawOb 

of  tho 


s  Dr.  Barrowby  diad  In  17BS,  tho  aantor 
oollege  of  phystdaos. — Cnosaa. 

4  Miss  Adams  married.  In  July,  I7SS,  Bcidaarfn 
of  PaiBswlck.  Oloucestarihlro.  ^  JCatt — Caoai 
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tenns  of  objection  in  some  respects  according 
as  he  apprehended^  but  which  exalted  his 
Abilities  the  more)  who  has  dirided  the  kingdom 
with  CfBsar :  so  that  it  was  a  doubt  whether 
the  nation  should  be  ruled  hy  the  sceptre  of 
George  tiie  Third,  or  the  tongue  of  Fox.** 

Dr.Wallf  physician  at  Oxford,  drank  tea 
with  us.  Johnson  had  in  general  a  peculiar 
pleasure  in  the  company  of  physicians,  which 
was  certainly  not  abated  by  the  conversation 
of  this  learned,  ingenious,  and  pleasing  ffentle« 
Johnson  said,  ''It  is  wondeiM  how 


man. 


little  Bood  Radcliffe*s  travelling  fellowships 
have  done.  I  know  nothing  that  has  been 
imported  by  them ;  yet  many  additions  to  our 
medical  knowledge  might  be  got  in  foreign 
countries.  Inoculation,  for  instance,  has  saved 
more  lives  than  war  destroys;  and  the  cures 
perifbrmed  bv  the  Peruvian  bark  are  innumer- 
able. But  It  is  in  vain  to  send  our  travelling 
physicians  to  France  and  Italy  and  Germany, 
for  all  that  is  known  there  is  mown  here.  Id 
send  them  out  of  Christendom ;  I*d  send  them 
aDKmffbarbarous  nations.** 

OnTridav,  June  11.,  we  talked  at  breakfast 
of  forms  of  prayer.  Johhsok.  '*  I  know  of 
no  good  raayers  but  those  in  the  'Book  of 
Common  Prayer.***  Dr.  Adams  (in  a  very 
earnest  manner.)  "I  wish.  Sir,  you  would 
compose  some  fhmily  prayers.  "Johrsok. 
**I  will  not  compose  prayers  for  you.  Sir, 
because  you  can  do  it  for  yourself.  But  I 
have  thou^t  of  getting  together  all  the  books 
of  prayers  which  i  could,  8dectln||  those  which 
should  appear  to  me  the  best,  putting  out  some, 
iosertii^t  others,  adding  some  prayers  of  my 
owii«  and  prefixing  a  discourse  on  myer.* 
\\>  all  BOW  gathered  about  him,  ana  two  or 
iKfw  <i4rus  at  a  tiase  joined  in  pressing  him  to 
<»tttK^lt'  this  plan.  He  seemed  to  be  a  Uttle 
tiMUtMMKi  at  the  manner  of  our  importunity, 
aiid  (n  crsat  a^tation  called  out,  "  Do  not  talk 
thus  ot  what  IS  so  awM.  I  know  not  what 
liiue  God  will  allow  me  in  this  world.  There 
iurt>  many  things  which  I  wish  to  do.**  Some 
uf  us  persisted,  and  Dr.  Adams  said,  "  I  never 
was  more  serious  about  any  thing  in  my  life.** 
JoBRSON .  "  Let  me  alone  —  let  me  alone  — 
I  am  overpowered.**  And  then  he  put  his 
hands  before  his  face,  and  reclined  for  some 
time  upon  the  table.^ 

I  mentioned  Jeremy  Taylor*s  using,  in  his 
forms  of  prayer,  "  I  am  the  chief  of  sinners,** 
and  other  such  self-condemning  expressions.* 
"  Now,**  said  I,  "  this  cannot  be  said  with  truth 
by  every  man,  and  therefore  is  improper  for  a 
general  printed  form.    I  myself  cannot  say 


1  Yet  he  bad  at  thli  time  composed  all  the  prefers  (except 
one)  which  Dr.  Strahan  afterwards  publisbetC  as  he— I 
am  satisfied  unwarrantabljr  —  stated,  \ry  Dr.  Johnsont  ew- 
prett  desire.    See  pott^  p.  793.  —  CRORBa. 

*  This  expression  is  undoahtedlj  to  be  foaod  In  a  prajer 
of  Dishop  Taylor's  (see  his  Worlu.  xt.  p.  302.) :  but  the 
spirit  of  such  expressions  is  not  as  Boswell  would  lead  us  to 
suppose,  a  characteristic  of  Taylor's  prayers.  —  BfASKLAND. 

*  Dos  well  probablf  quoted  from  memory,  aod  the  qno- 
Ulion  may  not  be  pwtectly  aecorate.    ir  Taylor,  MMnewhsra 


that  I  am  the  worst  of  men ;  I  tnS  not  1^  Rk' 
JoHHSoir.  "  A  man  may  know,  that  pbTnoDr. 
that  is,  in  the  real  state  of  things,  he  is  Mt4 
worst  man;  but  that  morally  he  may  be  », 
Law  [p.  15.]  observes,  *  that  every  msa  kiovi 
something  worse  of  hlmaMf^  thsn  he  ii  sore  of 
in  others/  You  may  not  have  oommittai  toA 
crimes  as  some  men  have  done;  batyoadooot 
know  against  what  d^ree  of  light  they  hft 
sinned.  Besides,  Sir,  *  the  dbkst  of  osbcr*  k 
a  mode  of  expression  for  *I  am  a  great  famer.' 
So  St  Paul,  speaking  of  our  Savioiji*!  bana^ 
died  to  save  sinners,  says, '  of  whom  I  id  tlir 
chief:*  yet  he  certainly  did  not  thiak  hinsetf 
so  bad  as  Judas  Iscanot**  Boswsll.  "Boi 
Sir,  Taylor  means  it  Uterslly,  for  he  kmin 
conceit  upon  it.  When  praying  for  the  ooo- 
version  of  sinners,  and  of  himself  in  psTtieok, 
he  says,  *  Lo&n,  thou  wilt  not  leave  thj  Aef 
work  undone.****  Johhsoh.  "I  do  not  ip- 
prove  of  figurative  expressions  in  sddreiHts 
the  Supreme  Being ;  and  I  never  uie  tkm. 
Taylor  gives  a  very  good  advice :  *  Kerer  lie 
in  your  prayers ;  never  confess  more  tfaio  fa 
really  believe ;  never  promise  more  thsn  yn 
mean  to  perform.'  **  I  reooUeoted  this  pnoept 
in  his  *  Golden  Grove;*  but  his  ecas^  if 
prayer  contradicts  )nB  precept 

Dr.  Johnson  and  I  went  in  Dr.  Adifls*f 
coach  to  dine  with  Dr.  Nowell,  Priacipil  of 
St  Manr  Hall,  at  hia  villa  at  Iffley,  on  dis 
banks  of  the  Isis,  about  two  miles  from  Oihri 
While  we  were  upon  the  road,  I  had  Uie  re»- 
lution  to  ask  Johnson  whether  he  thooglit  tbit 
the  roughness  of  his  manner  had  bees  la 
advantage  or  not,  and  if  he  would  not  htn 
done  more  good  if  he  had  been  more  gentit 
I  proceeded  to  answer  mysdf  thus:  **FiBrli^ 
it  nas  been  of  advantage,  as  it  has  giren  vc^t 
to  what  you  said ;  you  could  not,  perhtpi,  bit« 
talked  with  such  authority  without  it**  Jobi* 
son.  **  No,  Sir;  I  have  done  more  good « 1 0- 
Obscenity  and  impiety  have  always  bees  r- 
pressed  in  my  company.**  Boswbll.  **1^ 
Sir;  and  that  is  more  than  can  be  said  of  ererr 
bishop.  Greater  liberties  have  been  tikeo  b 
the  presence  of  a  bishop,  thon^  a  very  good 
man,  from  his  being  milder,  and  therefore  not 
commanding  such  awe.  Tet,  Sir,  msay  peopk 
who  might  have  been  benefited  by  your  cob- 
versation  have  been  frightened  swit.  A 
worthy  friend  of  ours  has  told  me,  that  k  lua 
often  been  afraid  to  talk  to  you.]*  Joh5So9. 
"  Sir,  he  need  not  have  beai  afraid,  if  be  h*i 
any  thing  rational  to  sav.^  If  he  had  sot,  ft 
was  better  he  did  not  talk.** 

Dr.  Nowell  is  celebrated  for  having  preached 

in  hit  Tolumlmxis  works,  kmt  employad  i 
"  God's  chief  work.**  did  he  not  mean  to  mtf  Sj 
mankind  in  generu,  or  to  the  redcmptieaT  nice 
of  th«  last  supposition,  we  nay  refer  to  the  Wlo»L^  Z7_rj 
in  one  of  his  prayers  :^**  I  bt*  of  thea  byall  OiM^ 
oar  redemption,  and  thy  InSntte  msrcy.  ia  «M»  om 
pleasestthyaeir«Ao«««BMe  isarAs  ^Urcrvacto."  (»•«"•' 

*  The  words  of  Erasmus  aaay  be  applied  to  Jj*— *:.  ^ 
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a  aennon  before  the  House  of  ConuDonfl,  on  the 
dOth  of  Juiuurj,  1772,  full  of  high  Tory  senti- 
menis,  for  which  he  was  thanked  as  usual,  and 
printed  it  at  their  request ;  but,  in  the  midst  of 
that  turbulence  and  faction  which  disgraced  a 
part  of  the  present  reign,  the  thanks  were  after- 
wards ordered  to  be  expunged.  This  strange 
conduct  sufficiently  exposes  itself;  and  Dr. 
Nowell  will  ever  have  the  honour  which  is 
due  to  a  lofW  friend  of  our  monarchical  c<»i* 
stitution.  Dr.  Johnson  said  to  me,  **  Sir,  the 
court  will  be  very  much  to  blame  if  he  is  not 
promoted.**^  I  told  this  to  Dr.Nowell;  and 
asserting  mj  humbler,  though  not  less  zealous, 
exertions  in  the  same  cause,  I  suggested,  that 
wliatCTcr  return  we  might  receive,  we  should 
still  hare  the  consolation  of  being,  like  Butler's 
stead/  and  generous  royalist, — 

"  True  as  the  dial  to  the  sun, 
Although  it  be  not  ihone  upon." 

We  were  well  entertained  and  very  happy 
at  Dr.  NowelFs,  where  was  a  very  agreeable 
company;  and  we  drank  **  Church  and  King*' 
after  dinner,  with  true  Tory  cordiality. 

We  talked  of  a  certain  clergyman  '  of  extra- 
ordinary character,  who,  by  exerting  his  talents 
in  writing  on  temporary  tonics,  and  displaying 
uncommon  intrepidity,  had  nused  himself  to 
affluence.  I  maintained  that  we  ought  not  to 
be  indignant  at  his  success ;  for  merit  of  every 
sort  was  entitled  to  reward.  Johhsok.  **  Sir, 
I  will  not  allow  this  man  to  have  merit.  No, 
Sir ;  what  he  has  is  rather  the  contrary :  I  will, 
indeed,  allow  him  couraffe ;  and  on  this  account 
we  so  far  give  him  credit.  We  have  more  re- 
spect for  a  man  who  robs  boldly  on  the  high- 
way, than  for  a  fellow  who  jumps  out  of  a 
ditch,  and  knocks  you  down  behind  your  back. 
Courage  is  a  quality  so  necessary  for  maintain- 
ing  Tirtue,  that  it  is  alwa^  respected,  even 
when  it  is  associated  with  vice.** 

I  censured  the  coarse  invectives  which  were 
become  fashionable  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, and  said,  that  if  members  of  parliament 
must  attack  each  other  personally  in  the  heat 


olfendaotur,  ootbui  griTiter  erant  offendendl,  qui  biK  Ig- 
nortcniot.**  {Tbote  who  ihould  know  the  feniut,  ienie, 
and  phraaaologT  of  tbo  man  would  not  bo  ofltoded  hf  naof 
things  which  might  grieTouiW  ofltad  thoM  who  were  Ignorant 
of  thoso  dftnmttaneei.]  —  KaABNar. 


ama,  p.  f».    Dr.  Nowell  died  1M)I.  ct.  73.  in  St. 

Mary  IIaU«  of  which  he  had  been  thirty-Mven  jreara  principal, 
without  baring  received  any  preferment. —  CaoEia,  1847. 

9  The  Rev.  Henrr  Bate,  who,  in  1784,  took  the  name  of 
Dudley,  wat  created  a  baronet  in  181ft,  and  died  In  18a4,with- 
out  iaane.  He  became  first  known  to  the  world  for  a  rather 
onclerlcal  exhibition  of  personal  proweis  in  a  Vauxhall 
squabble  (lee  Lond.  Mag.  for  177S,  p.  461.);  he  was  after- 
wards aetitely  connected  with  the  public  preis ;  and  in  eon- 
sequence  of  something  that  appeared  inihe  Moming  Pott, 
of  which  he  was  the  proprietor,  and  was  supposed  to  reflect 
on  l«ady  Strathmore,  ne  wai  inToWed  in  a  duel  {or  pretended 
duel.  Oeni.  Mag.  1810,  p.  183.  1828,  n.  496.)  with  Mr.  Robin- 
•oo  Sumey.  who  soon  after  married  the  ladr,  and  took  the 
name  of  Bowes.  He  afterwards  quarrelled  with  his  co- 
proprietort  in  the  P<Mf,one  of  whom.  Joseph  Richardson,  he 
wounded  in  another  duel,  and  let  up  the  Mommg  Heraid. 
He  sutMequently  obtained  considerable  church  preferment, 
became  an  actiTe  and  respectable  magistrate,  and  the  latter 
portion  of  his  life  was  amiahle  and  deoorooi. — CaoKsa. 


of  debate,  it  shonld  be  done  more  ffenteelly. 
JoHKSOir.  *«Ko,  Sir;  that  wonld  be  much 
worse.  Abuse  is  not  so  dangerous  when  there 
is  no  yehide  of  wit  and  delicacy,  no  subtle 
conyeyance.  The  difference  between  coarse 
and  refined  abuse  is  as  the  difference  be- 
tween being  bruised  by  a  dub,  and  wounded  by 
a  poisoned  arrow.*'  —X  have  since  obsenred  his 
position  elegantly  expressed  by  Dr.  Young : — 

'*  As  the  soft  plume  gives  swiftness  to  the  dart, 
Good  breeding  sends  the  satire  to  the  heart."' 

On  Saturday,  June  12.,  there  drank  tea  with 
us  at  Dr.  Adams*s,  Mr.  John  Henderson,  stu- 
dent of  Pembroke  College,  celebrated  for  his 
wonderful  acquirements  in  alchymy,  judicial 
astrology,  and  other  abstruse  and  curious  learn- 
ing^— and  the  Reyerend  Herbert  Croft,  who, 
I  am  afraid,  was  somewhat  mortified  by  'Dv* 
Johnson*s  not  being  highly  pleased  with  some 
"  Family  Discourses  **  which  he  had  printed ; 
they  were  in  too  familiar  a  style  to  be  approved 
of  by  so  manly  a  mind.  I  have  no  note  of  this 
evening's  conversation,  cxo^t  a  single  frag- 
ment. When  I  mentioned  lliomas  Lord  Lyt- 
telton*s  vision,  the  prediction  of  the  time  of 
his  death,  and  its  exact  fulfilment :  — Johmson. 
^  It  is  the  most  extraordinarv  thing  that  has 
happened  in  my  dav.  I  heard  it  with  my  own 
ears,  from  his  uncle,  Lord  Westcote.  I  am 
so  glad  to  have  every  evidence  of  the  spiritual 
world,  that  I  am  wiUin^  to  believe  it."  Dr. 
Adams.  ^  You  have  evidence  enough ;  good 
evidence,  which  needs  not  such  support.** 
JoHHSOH.  **  I  like  to  have  more.** ' 

Mr.  Henderson,  with  whom  I  had  sauntered 
in  the  venerable  walks  of  Merton  College,  and 
found  him  a  very  learned  and  pious  man, 
supped  with  us.  Dr.  Johnson  surprised  him 
not  a  little,  by  acknowledging  with  a  look  of 
horror,  that  he  was  much  oppressed  by  the 
fear  of  death.  The  amiable  Dr.  Adams  sog* 
gested  that  God  was  infinitdy  sood : — Jobk- 
soH.  "  That  he  is  infinitel^jr  good,  as  far  as  the 
peiiection  of  his  nature  will  allow,  I  certunly 
bdieve ;  but  it  is  necessary  for  good  upon  the 


>  The  feather  does  not  give  ne^eu,  but  only  serres  to 
guide  the  arrow ;  lo  that  Young's  aUoilan  Is  incorrect.  — 
CaoKU. 

*  See  an  account  of  him,  In  a  sermon  by  the  Rer.  Mr. 
Agutter.  —  BoswBLL.  He  was  a  young  man  of  tatraordinary 
abUitiet,  but  of  strange  habits  and  mannerg.  He  wai  sup. 
posed  to  be  well  read  In  books  which  no  one  else  reads.  Ho 
took  his  bachelor's  degree,  but  never  got  out  into  the  world, 
haviiw  died  in  college  in  1788. .  SaiL  It  appears  (Hannah 
More'i  Lift,  vol.  L  p.  194.)  that  Henderson  was  lent  to  college 
by  Dean  Tockar,  auled  by  a  subicriptioD.  —  CaoKia. 

'  A  correct  account  of  Lord  Lyttelton'f  supposed  vision 
may  be  found  in  Nash'i "  History  of  Worcestershire."  — 
Malons.  There  were  two  supposed  appearances,  one  of  a 
spectre  to  Lord  Lyttelton  announcing  bis  death  three  days 
before  the  event,  and  another  of  Lord  Lyttelton  himself  to 
his  friend  Mr.  Miles  Peter  Andrews,  (then  at  his  partner  Mr. 
Plgou's  at  Dartford.)  about  the  hour  that  his  lordship  died  in 
London.  The  whole  story  is  told  in  the  Cent.  Mag.  1818, 
i.  597..  with  details  which  substantially  agree  with  what  l 
have  heard  Mr.  Andrews  himself  relate  more  than  once  — . 
but  always  reluctantly,  and  with  an  evidently  solemn  con. 
viction  of  iu  truth.  See  also  OaH,  Mag,  161%  ii.  4S2.— 
Caouta,  1847. 
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whole,  that  indhridiuls  ihoold  be  punished. 
As  to  an  mdimtbudy  therefore,  he  is  not  infi- 
nitely good;  and  as  I  cannot  be  rare  that  I 
have  fVufilled  the  conditions  on  which  salTation 
is  granted,  I  am  afraid  I  maj  be  one  of  those 
who  shall  be  damned.**  (Looking  dismally.) 
Dr.  Adams.  **  What  do  jou  mean  br  damned? 
JoHNSoK  (passionatdy  and  loudly^.  **  Sent  to 
heU,  Sir,  and  punished  ererlastrngly.  Dr. 
Abams.  ^  I  don*t  believe  that  doctrine.  Johh- 
SOH.  **  Hold,  Sir :  do  joa  believe  that  some  will 
be  punished  at  all?**  Dr.  Adams.  **  Being  ex- 
cluded from  heaven  will  be  a  punishment; 
Set  there  maybe  no  ^reat  positive  suffering.** 
OHMSON.  ^  Well,  Sir,  but  if  you  admit  any 
d^ree  of  punishment,  there  is  an  end  of  your 
argument  for  infinite  goodness  simply  oonsi- 
dmd ;  for  infinite  goodness  would  inflict  no 
punishment  whatever.  There  is  not  infinite 
goodness  physically  considered :  morally  there 
IS.**  BoswELL.  **  But  may  not  a  man  attain  to 
such  a  degree  of  hope  as  not  to  be  unea^  from 
the  fear  of  death?**  Johitsok.  ''A  man 
ma^  have  such  a  degree  of  hope  as  to  keep  him 
quiet.  You  see  I  am  not  quiet,  from  the  ve- 
hemence with  which  I  talk ;  but  I  do  not  de- 
spair.** Mrs.  Adams.  **  You  seem,  Sir,  to  foroet 
tne  merits  of  our  Redeemer.**  Jobivsoh.  **  Ma- 
dam, I  do  not  forget  the  merits  of  my  Redeemer; 
but  my  Redeemer  has  said  that  he  will  set  some 
on  his  right  hand  and  some  on  his  left.** — He  was 
in  gloomy  agitation,  and  said  **  1 11  have  no 
more  on*t.** — If  what  bos  now  been  stated 
should  be  urged  by  the  enemies  of  Christianity, 
as  if  its  influence  on  the  mind  were  not  benig- 
nant, let  it  be  remembered,  that  Johnsoirs 
temperament  was  melancholy,  of  which  such 
direftil  apprehensions  of  futurity  are  often 
a  common  effect.  We  shall  presently  see,  that 
when  he  approached  nearer  to  his  awful  change, 
his  mind  became  tranquil,  and  he  exhibited  as 
much  fortitude  as  becomes  a  thinking  man  in 
that  situation. 

From  the  subject  of  death  we  passed  to  dis- 
course of  life,  whether  it  was  upon  the  whole 
more  happy  or  miserable.  Johnson  was  de- 
cidedly for  the  balance  of  misery:  in  confirma- 
tion of  which  I  maintained  that  no  man  would 
choose  to  lead  over  again  the  life  which  he  had 
experienced.  Johnson  acceded  to  that  opi- 
nion in  the  strongest  terms.  This  is  an 
inquiry  often  made :  and  its  being  a  subject  of 
disquisition  is  a  proof  that  much  misery  presses 


1  ^nrvNfMftr,  MtW.  ic.  t.   B<Mwcu.    ifntf.p.SlS — C. 

t  Yk  ther«  ti  no  doubt  that  •  man  maj  aiipew  t^ny  In 
rompanj,  who  Is  tad  at  heart.  Hfa  mornment  ii  Uk«  the 
■ound  of  drums  and  crumpets  In  a  battle,  to  drown  tiM  f  roans 
of  the  woundnl  and  dying.  —  BoswiUm 

*  Fulke  Grevlllc,  Eso..  of  Welbury.  hi  Wllu.  the  husband 
of  th«  authorfu  of  the  *^  Ode  to  Indiiferenca.'*  —  Mabklamo. 


upon  human  feetings ;  for  those  wto  are  eoa*  • 
scioos  of  a  fUicity  of  ezistenoe  woold  nerv  \ 
hesitate  to  •coept  of  a  repetitaoo  of  it.    I  have  i 
met  with  very  few  who  would.    I  hmwe  hesni  , 
Mr.  Buike  make  use  of  a  very  ingenkms  uai  ' 
plausible  aigument  on  this  sab^e^:  ^Evfry  | 
man,**  said  he,  ^^would  lead  his  life  over  a|;mm; 
for  every  man  is  willinf?  to  go  on  aad  take  aa 
addition  to  his  life,  whidi,  as  he  grows  otirr,  ' 
he  has  no  reason  to  think  will  be  better,  or  ' 
even  so  good  as  what   has   preceded.**      I  ' 
imagine,  however,  the  truth  is,  that  there  is  s 
deceitful  hope  that  the  next  put  of  life  will  t« 
free  from  the  pains,  and  anzietiea,  and  soitovv  > 
which  we  have  alresdy  felt.    We  are  for  w»<  ; 
purposes    **  condemned    to   Hope's    deluMi^ 
mine,**  as  Johnson  finely  says  ;_and  I  bbv  si^^ 
quote  the  celebrated  lines  of 
philosophical  and  poetical :  — 

«  When  I  eonnder  life,  't  is  all  a  theak. 
Yet,  foord  with  hope,  men  favour  tbe 
Trust  on,  and  think  to-morrow  will  repay : 
To-morrow'i  falser  than  the  former  day  ; 
Lies  worae ;  and,  while  it  aays  we  shall  be  t\ 
With  tome  new  joya,  cuts  off  what  we  poeBcat 
Straoee  cozenage!  none  would  live  past  j 

sgam; 
Tct  all  hope  pleasure  in  what  yet 
And  from  the  dregs  of  life  think  to 
What  the  first  sprightly  runais^  eould 


It  was  observed  to  Dr.  Johnaoa,  timi  h 
seemed  strange  that  he,  who  has  so  €tft«*z 
delighted  his  company  by  his  livefy  aad  br^- 
liant  conversation,  should  say  he  was  nusn 
JoHicsoH.  **  Alas  I  it  is  all  outside ;  I  ^ 
cracking  my  joke,  and  cuning  the  sum. 
kow  Ihtie  thf  betmur  I  knew  hoc  wdl 
to  think  of  this  declaration ;  whetlicr  to  h  . 
it  as  a  genuine  picture  of  his  mind  \  or  as  t>  - 
effect  of  his  persuading  himself^  eonUai*  t » 
fact,  that  the  posidon  which  he  had  ■■»■■  i 
as  to  human  unh^vpiness  was  tme.  We  ru« 
apply  to  him  a  sentence  in  Mr.  Gm.  ■  • 
**  Mayjms,  Characters,  aad  Reflectaoiw;*-  a 
book  which  is  ^entitled  to  much  ^nre  f*^^ 
than  it  has  received :  "  Aristarchoa  is  charg- 
ing ;  how  full  of  knowledge,  of  sense,  of  «^- 
timent  You  get  him  with  difBcoltr  to  ▼  <«' 
supper;  and  afWr  having  delighled  every  bi«jT 
and  himself  for  a  few  houim,  he  b  oblv'e^  c> 
return  home;  he  is  lw»t«hiny  liis 
prove  that  unhi^ipiness  is  the  portna  of  i 


4  HerefeUovedi 
the  Rev.  Mr.  ChurtMi,  on 
of  Um  Bfserr  of  human  Ufc.  whirlb 
rend  Moet  oonvenlnCly  la  Ue 
tnieft  It  thara  KhaK  ay 
Caoaaa. 
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CHAPTER  LXXX. 

1784. 

UtUom.  —  Anemfmomg  WriHngt.  —  Popt, '"  Daeid 
LwwU. —  SaekmOM  f^ktr,  —  Cooft'«  Ftfyo^et.— 
BarrtMitn.^^  Lard  HaU»*^  AUormiei,  —  Anu.— . 
**  Tommp  Tawiukend.**  —  **  Tke  RehearaaL"  — 
iWiifii^.-^  CnoM  Rmdmjft, — Last  Dimnmr  at  the 
CifA.'^Iiafy.^Fnt  WUL-^Miu  SewanL—Lord 
CheUerfUUL  —  Ov/cftm'j  Memoira.  —  Intuitiom 
amd  Sapaeity»'^Lord  Tkurhw,'-^  Country  Life,^—' 
Mrs.  FioxxTt  **AmtcdoiMU^ 


Ok  Sundaj,  13th  June,  our  philoeoDher  was 
calm  at  breakfast.    There  was  something  ex- 
ceedinglj  pleasing  in  our  leading  a  collie  life, 
without  restraint  and  with  superior  elegance, 
in  consequence  of  our  living  in  the  master's 
house,  and   having  the  company  of  ladies. 
Aim.    Kennicott  related,  in  nis  presence,  a 
livel J  saying  of  Dr.  Johnson  to  Miss  Hannah 
More,  wDo  nad  expressed  a  wonder  that  the 
poet  who  had  written  ^  Paradise  Lost,**  should 
write  such  poor  sonnets :  ^  Milton,  Madam,  was 
a  genius  that  could  cut  a  Colossus  from  a  rock, 
but  <*ould  not  carve  heads  upon  cherrj- stones.*' 
We  talked  of  the  casuistical  question,  *'  Whe- 
(  ther  it  was  allowable  at  any  time  to  depart 
i   from  indkf^    Johnsoh.  **The  general  rule 
is,  that  truth  should  never  be  violated,  because 
it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  comfort 
of  life  that  we  should  nave  a  full  security  bj 
mutual  faith;  and  occasional  inconveniences 
»bould  be  willingly  sufiered,  that  we  may  pre- 
serve it.    There  must,  however,  be  some  ex- 
eepiions.    If,  for  instance,  a  murderer  should 
aix  Tou  which  way  a  man  is  gone,  you  may 
tell  nim  what  is  not  true,  b^use  you  are 
under  a  previous  obligation  not  to  betra^r  a 
man  to  a  murderer.**    Boswbll.    ^  Supposing 
the  person  who  wrote  Junius  were  askea  whe- 
ther be  was  the  author,  might  he  deny  it?** 
JoHWSOH.  **  I  don't  know  what  to  say  to  this. 
If  you  were  Mure  that  he  wrote  Jumhu^  would 
yon,  if  he  denied  it,  think  as  well  of  him  after- 
wards t   Yet  it  may  be  urged  that  what  a  man 
has  no  right  to  ask,  you  mav  refuse  to  commu- 
nicate; and  there  is  no  other  effectual  mode 
of  preserving  a  secret,  and  an  important  secret, 
the  dtsoovery  of  which  ma^r  be  very  hurtful  to 
yoo,  but  a  w  denial ;  for  if  you  are  silent,  or 
hesitate,  or  evade,  it  will  be  held  equivalent  to 
a  c-onfession.    But  stay.  Sir,  here  is  another 
cttM>.    Supposing  the  author  had  told  me  confi- 
dentially tnat  he  had  written  Jtmntf,  and  I  were 
Mked  if  he  had,  Ishould  hold  myself  at  liberty 


I  4«^^  on  tWt  Mint  sir  Henry  11alford*iBnar*<T^^>t»< 
Arrhbl»hop  Secfccr**  Sennoiu,  vol.  ▼.  158.—  Maiklano. 

s  TIM  mnocalor  adb  tb«<ni  **  amtoble  ? erMt."  —  Botwiu. 
Tb*  nnBoCalOT  wu  Pom  hintelt —Cftosra. 

>  i>»wto*t  Tiriw  addra 

Hrv^  a^MMCon  M»don  or  **th«  DnncUd/*  Bvo.  179. 


. irflMwl  to  Pope  (••  Mr.  Bindley  int- 

JO  Be)  were  Srai  pabltohed  in  m  collection  oT  Piece*  In 
md  pvoee  on  oeailon  of  **The  Dnncled.' 


to  deny  it,  as  being  nnder  a  previans  promise, 
express  or  implied,  to  conceal  it.  Now  what 
I  ought  to  do  for  die  author,  may  I  not  do  for 
myself?  But  I  deny  the  lawfulness  of  telling 
a  lie  to  a  sick  man,  for  fear  of  alarming  him.' 
You  have  no  business  with  consequences ;  you 
are  to  tell  the  truth.  Besides,  you  are  not  sure 
what  effect  your  telling  him  that  he  is  in  danger 
majr  have.  It  may  bring  hu  distemper  to  a 
crisis,  and  that  may  cure  him.  Of  all  lying,  I 
have  the  greatest  abhorrence  of  tiiis,  because  I 
believe  it  has  been  frequently  practised  on 
myself.** 

I  cannot  help  thinking  that  there  is  much 
weight  in  the  opinion  of  those  who  have  held 
that  truth,  as  an  eternal  and  immutable  prin- 
ciple, ought  upon  no  account  whatever  to  be 
violated,  from  supposed  previous  or  superior 
obligations,  of  whicn  every  man  being  to  judge 
for  himself,  there  is  great  danger  mt  we  too 
often,  from  partial  motives,  persuade  ourselves 
that  they  exist;  and  probably,  whatever  ex- 
traordinary instances  may  sometimes  occur, 
where  some  evil  may  be  prevented  by  vio- 
lating this  noble  principle,  it  would  be  found 
that  liumaa  happmess  would,  upon  the  whole, 
be  more  perfect  were  truth  universally  pre- 
served. 

In  the  notes  to  the  ^  Dunciad,**  we  find  the 
following  verses  addressed  to  Pope  ' : 

**  While  malice^  Pope,  denies  thy  page 
lu  own  celeitinl  fire ; 
.^     While  critics,  and  while  bards  in  rsge. 
Admiring,  won't  admirt : 

**  While  wayward  pens  thy  worth  asaul, 
And  envious  tongues  decry  $ 
These  times,  though  many  a  friend  bewail, 
Ihese  times  bewail  not  I. 

''But  when  the  world's  loud  praise  is  thine, 
And  spleen  no  more  shall  blame ; 
When  with  thy  Homer  thou  shall  shine 
In  one  estabUsh'd  fiune  — 

''When  none  shall  rail, and  efwy  lay 

Devote  a  wreath  to  thee ; 
That  day  (for  come  it  wUl)  that  day 

Shall  I  hunent  to 


It  is  surely  not  a  little  remarkable  that  they 
should  appear  without  a  name.  Miss  Seward, 
knowing  Dr.  Johnson*s  almost  universal  and 
minute  literary  information,  signified  a  desire 
that  I  should  ask  him  who  was  the  author. 
He  was  prompt  with  his  answer: — "Why, 
Sir,  they  were  written  by  one  Lewis,  who  was 
either  under-master  or  an  usher  of  Westmin- 
ster-school and  published  a  Miscellany,  in 
which  ^Grongarllill*  first  came  out.***  John- 


tIAil  poem  ••Avay.let  aouihttoloeedtt^lcMtof.**  (ffiprliited 
la  Percy'!  JtHtfynrf,  I.  III.  U.)  Snt  appeared ;  and  It  there 
mM  to  be  a  tran»laClon  from  the  Andent  BrlClali.  Lewie  wae 
anilior  of  **  Philip  of  Mneodoo/'  a  trandf.  pnblUbed  In  I7t7. 
and  dedicated  to  Pope:  and  In  17S0  " 


eolttme  of  mlMellanieoaa 
London  noclong  after  the ▼< 


)  he  pdhllebed  a  wcoad 
As  Dr.  JohnMtt  tattled  In 
nddretied  to  Pope  Srtt  up- 
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ion  praised  them  li!gbly,  and  repeated  them 
with  a  noble  animation.  In  the  twelfth  line, 
histead  of  *^  one  established  fame,*'  he  repeated 
**  one  unclonded  flame,'*  which  he  thougnt  was 
the  reading  in  former  editions ;  bat  I  believe 
was  a  flash  of  his  own  genins.  It  is  much 
more  poetical  than  the  other. 

On  Monday,  14th  June,  and  Tuesday,  15Ui, 
Dr.  Johnson  and  I  dined,  on  one  of  them,  I 
forget  which,  with  Mr.Mickle,  translator  of 
the  '♦Lusiad,"  at  Wheadgr,  a  very  pretty 
coimtry  place  a  few  miles  m>m  Oxford ;  and 
on  the  other  with  Dr.  Wetherell,  Master  of 
University  College.  From  Dr.  Wetherell's  he 
went  to  visit  Mr.  Sackville  Parker,  the  book* 
seller ;  and  when  he  returned  to  us  gave  the 
following  account  of  his  visit,  saying,  **  I  have 
been  to  see  my  old  friend,  Sack,  rarker ;  I 
find  he  hos  married  his  maid;  he  has  done 
right  She  had  lived  with  him  many  years 
in  great  confidence,  and  they  had  mingled 
minds;  I  do  not  think  he  could  have  found 
any  wife  that  would  have  made  him  so  happy. 
The  woman  was  very  attentive  and  civu  to 
me;  she  pressed  me  to  fix  a  day  for  dining 
with  them,  and  to  say  what  I  liked,  and  she 
would  be  sure  to  get  it  for  me.  Poor  Sack  I 
he  is  very  ill  inde^.^  We  parted  as  never  to 
meet  again.  It  has  quite  broken  me  down.** 
This  pathetic  narrative  was  strangelv  diversi- 
fied with  the  grave  and  earnest  derence  of  a 
man's  having  married  hb  maid.  I  could  not 
but  feel  it  as  in  some  degree  ludicrous. 

In  the  morning  of  Tuesday,  15th  of  June, 
while  we  sat  at  Vt.  Adams's,  we  talked  of  a 
printed  letter  from  the  Reverend  Hex'bert 
Croft,  to  a  young  gentleman  who  had  been  his 
pupil,  in  which  he  advised  him  to  read  to  the 
end  of  whatever  books  he  should  begin  to  read. 
JoHNSOir.  "  This  is  surely  a  strange  advice ; 
you  may  as  well  resolve  that  whatever  men 
YOU  happen  to  get  acquainted  with,  you  are  to 
keep  to  them  for  life.  A  book  may  be  good  for 
nothing ;  or  there  may  be  only  one  thing  in  it 
worth  knowing ;  are  we  to  read  it  all  through  ? 
These  Voyages,  (pointing  to  the  three  large 
volumes  of  'Voyages  to  the  South  Sea'*  which 
were  just  come  out)  who  will  read  them 
through?  A  man  had  better  work  his  way 
before  the  mast  than  read  them  through ;  they 
will  be  eaten  by  rats  and  mice,  before  they  are 
read  through.  There  can  be  little  entertain- 
ment in  such  books ;  one  set  of  savag^  is  like 
another."  Boswxix.  "I  do  not  uiink  the 
people  of  Otaheite  can  be  reckoned  savages." 

inf  thnr  author,  DaTid  Levis,  whom  he  has  dctctibed  as  aD 
mner  of  Westminster-school :  3ret  the  Dean  of  Westminster, 
who  has  been  pleased  to  make  some  inquiry  oo  this  subject, 
has  not  found  any  Testi^e  of  his  having  ever  been  employed 
In  this  situation.  A  late  writer  ("  Environs  of  London,'* 
Iv.  171 . )  supposed  that  the  following  {ascription  in  the  church- 
yard of  the  church  of  Low  Leyton,  in  Bssex,  was  intended  to 
commemorate  this  poet:  **  Saend  to  ike  tmewtorm ^Dmid 
La^it,  E$q.,  wko  drifd  <Ar  8f A  d^  V  .ipril.  1760,  aged  77 
ycwn  j  m  gmtjmrnntrite  qf  ike  Mmaa,  «f  Aw  asm 
^Moet  impoetrw  mtflcM^r  taitf^. 

« /nsa^wd  eerar  ai4V  on  lUr  aMrUf  liW, 

tolly 


JoHKSON.  "Don't  cant  in  defence  of  sanfe.* 
BoswxLL.  **  They  have  the  art  of  navmtiucL* 
JoHiisoK.  "A  dog  or  cat  can  swim.  Bo»- 
WBLL.  '*  They  carve  vei7  ingeniously."  Jobs- 
son.  "  A  cat  can  scratch,  and  a  child  with  i 
nail  can  scratch."  I  perceiTed  this  was  wamt  , 
oi  ihe  moUia  tempara  fEmdi  ;  so  denoted. 

Upon  his  mentioning  that  when  he  came  \it»  i 
college  he  wrote  his  first  exeroiae  twice  cv€r« 
but  never  did  so  afterwards: — Mtsa  Abaji*. 
"I  sanpose,  Sir,  yon  could  not  make  thm  i 
better  r     Johnson.  "  Yes,  Madam,  to  be  sore,  j 
I  could  make  them  better.     Hiougfat  is  better 
than  no  thought.**    Miss  Ai>am8.    '^'Do  too 
think,  Sir,  you  could  make  tout  Bambler; 
better?**     Johnson.    "Certamlj    I    couJd"  I 
Boswsix.    "Fll  lay  a  bet,  Sir,  vou  cannot.* 
Johnson.  **But  I  will.  Sir,  if  I  ehoose.    I 
shall  make  the  best  of  them  jon  shall  pck 
out,  better.**    Boswhll.   '^But  yon  may  add 
to  them.    I  will  not  allow  of  that.**    johs- 
soN.    "Nay,  Sir,  there    are   Aree  ways   of 
making  them  better;  putting  out,  adding^  cr 
correcting.** 

During  our  visit  at  Oxford,  the  fbOowxc^ 
conversation  passed  between  him  and  me  on  i 
the  subject  of  my  tryin?  my  fortune  at  the  j 
English  bar.  Having  asked  whether  a  verr  ' 
extensive  acquaintance  in  Liondoa,  whidi  w» 
very  valuable,  and  of  great  advantage  to  a  i 
man  at  large,  might  not  be  prejudicial  to  a 
lawyer,  by  preventing  him  m>m  giving  srf- 
ficient  attention  to  his  business?  Johnsos. 
**  Sir,  you  will  attend  to  business  as  business 
lays  hold  of  you.  When  not  actually  emplorvd 
you  may  see  your  friends  as  much  as  you  d-> 
now.  I  ou  may  dine  at  a  club  every  day,  a&i 
sup  with  one  of  the  members  eveiT  n^ht ;  and 
you  may  be  as  much  at  public  places  as  oae 
who  has  seen  them  all  would  wisn  to  be.  Bet 
you  must  take  care  to  attend  constantly  b 
Westminster  Hall;  both  to  mind  your  Ibus- 
ness,  as  it  is  almost  all  learnt  there  (for  nobo-ij 
reads  now),  and  to  show  that  you  want  to  hare 
business.  And  you  must  not  oe  too  often  sees 
at  public  places,  that  competitors  may  not  hare 
it  to  say,  *•  He  is  always  at  the  playhouse  or  a: 
Ranelagh,  and  never  to  be  found  at  his  cham- 
bers.* And,  Sir,  there  must  be  a  kind  of 
solemnity  in  the  manner  of  a  professional  man. 
I  have  nothing  particular  to  say  to  yo^  on  the 
subject.  All  this  I  should  say  to  any  one ;  I 
should  have  said  it  to  Lord  Thurlow  twenty 
years  ago.** 

The  profession  may  probably  think  this  re- 


But  it  appears  to  me  improbable  that  this  aMwuMtut  wt% 
erected  for  the  author  of  the  veTsea  to  Pope,  and  of  the  tisj^i 
already  mentioned :  the  langaage  both  of  the  d«<licaOfltt  prv^ 
fixed  to  that  piece,  and  of  the  dedicatioo  «MrMae4  te  the 
Earl  of  Shaftesbury,  and  prefixed  to  the  Miscellanies.  173^. 
deoottef  a  person  who  moved  in  a  h>ww  sfdMBre  th«t  chts 
Essex  squire  seems  feo  have  done —  Mau»i.  The  wffTnm 
of  Bfuin  in  this  inscription  \*  siwely  no  evidence  thai  Le«i» 
vas  what  Is  called  a  coimtry  Sqmin,  —  Cwomtm,  ISC 


1  Parker,  howerer,  sarrirodJobfUMMi  twelee 
Oxford  in  hit  eighty-nintb  year,  Dec.  la  I79a'_ 

s  Cook't  Yqyvgaa.— Cboub* 


JBr,75. 


BOSWELL'S  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


767 


pretenUtion  of  wliat  is  required  in  a  barrister 
who  would  hope  for  sncceBS,  to  be  much  too 
indulgent ;  but  certain  it  is,  that  as 

**  The  wits  of  Charles  found  easier  ways  to  fame," 

some  of  the  lawyers  of  this  age  who  have  risen 
hi|;h  have  hj  no  means  thought  it  absolutely 
necessary  to  submit  to  that  long  and  painful 
course  of  study  which  a  Flowden,  a  Coke,  and 
a  Hale  considered  as  requisite.  My  respected 
friend,  Mr.  Langton,  has  shown  me,  m  the 
handwriting  of  his  grandfather,  a  curious 
account  of  a  conversation  which  he  had  with 
i  Lord  Chief  Justice  Hale ',  in  which  that  great 
'  man  tells  him,  ^'That  for  two  years  after  he 
came  to  the  inn  of  court,  he  studied  sixteen 
hours  a  day ;  however,  his  lordship  added,  that 
b^  this  intense  application  he  almost  brought 
himself  to  his  grave,  though  he  were  of  a  very 
stropff  constitution,  and  aSfcer  reduced  hhnself 
to  eight  hours ;  but  that  he  would  not  advise 
any  body  to  so  much;  that  he  thought  six 
hours  a  day,  with  attention  and  constancy, 
was  sufficient ;  that  a  man  must  use  his  body 
as  he  would  his  horse,  and  his  stomach ;  not 
tire  him  at  once,  but  rise  with  an  appetite.** 

On  Wednesday,  June  16.,  Dr.  Johnson  and 

I  returned  to  London :  he  was  not  well  to-day, 

and  said  vcrv  little,  employing  himself  chieny 

I    in  reading  Euripides.  He  expressed  some  dis- 

j    pleasure  at  me  for  not  observing  sufficiently 

!    the  various  objects  upon  the  road.    ^'  If  I  had 

.    your  e^es,  Sir,"  said  he,  *'  I  should  count  the 

I    passengers.**    It  was  wonderful  how  accurate 

i    his  observation  of  visual  objects  was,  notwith- 

standii^  his  imperfect  eyesight,  owing  to  a 

habit  of  attention.  That  he  was  much  satisfied 

with  the  respect  paid  to  him  at  Dr.  Adams*s  is 

thus   attested  by  himself:  **I  returned  last 

ni^ht  from  Oxford,  after  a  fortnights  abode 

with  Dr.  Adams,  who  treated  me  as  well  as  I 

could  expect  or  wish ;  and  he  that  contents  a 

sick  man,  a  man  whom  it  is  impossible  to 

please,  has  surely  done  his  part  well.** ' 

AAer  his  return  to  London  from  this  excur- 
sion, I  saw  him  frequently,  but  have  few  me- 
morandums ;  I  shall  therefore  here  insert  some 
particulars  which  I  collected  at  various  times. 


The  Beverend  Mr.  Astle,  of  Ashbourne,  in 
Derbyshire,  brother  to  the  learned  and  inge- 
nious Thomas  Astle,  Esq,,  was  from  his  early 
years  known  to  Dr.  Johnson,  who  obligingly 
advised  him  as  to  his  studies,  and  recom- 
mended to  him  the  following  books,  of  which 
a  list  which  he  has  been  pleued  to  communi- 
cate lies  before  me,  in  Johnson's  own  hand- 
writing:— 

•*  Universal  History  (anetent)— RolUa^a  Aneient 
History — Pttffeiidc»f*s  Introduction  to  History — 


Vertot^  History  of  Knights  of  Malta^Vertot*s 
Revolution  of  Portugal — Vertot'a  Rerolution  of 
Sweden — Carte*s  History  of  England— .Present 
State  of  England— Geographical  Oramniar— PrU 
deaux's  Connexion — Nelson*!  Feasts  and  Fastt-^ 
Duty  of  Man — Gentleman's  Religion— Clarendon's 
History— .Watts's  ImproTement  of  the  Mind  — 
Watts's  Logic  —  Nature  Displayed  —  Lowth's 
Engliah  Grammar — Blackwall  on  the  Classics — 
Sherlock's  Sermons — Burnet's  Life  of  Hale  — 
Dupin's  History  of  the  Church — Sbuekford*s  Con- 
nexions— Law's  Serious  Call — Walton's  Complete 
Angler — Sandys's  TraTcIs — Sprat's  History  of  the 
Royal  Society — England's  Gaaetteer^-Goldsmith's 
Roman  History— Some  Commentaries  on  the 
Bihle." 

It  haying  been  mentioned  to  Dr.  Johnson 
that  a  gentleman  who  had  a  son  whom  he 
imagined  to  have  an  extreme  d^ee  of  timidity, 
resdved  to  send  him  to  a  public  school,  that 
he  might  acquire  confidence :  ^  Sir,**  said  John- 
son, ^'this  IS  a  preposterous  expedient  for 
remoying  his  infirmitjr;  such  a  disposition 
should  be  cultivated  m  the  shade.  Placing 
him  at  a  public  school  is  forcing  an  owl  upon 
day." 

Speaking  of  a  gentleman  whose  house  was 
much  frequented  by  low  company:  "Bags, 
Sir,*'  said  he,  '*  will  always  make  their  appear- 
ance where  Uiey  have  a  right  to  do  it." 

Of  the  same  gentleman's  mode  of  living,  he 
said,  *^  Sir,  the  servants,  instead  of  doin^  what 
they  are  bid,  stand  round  the  table  m  idle 
dnsters,  gaping  upon  the  guests ;  and  seem  as 
unfit  to  attend  a  company,  as  to  steer  a  man 
of  war." 

A  dull  country  ma^^strate  gave  Johnson  a 
long,  tedious  account  of  his  exercisiuff  his 
criminal  jurisdiction,  the  result  of  which  was 
his  having  sentenced  four  convicts  to  trans- 
portation. Johnson,  in  an  agony  of  impa- 
tience to  get  rid  of  such  a  companion,  ex- 
claimed, '^  I  heartily  wish,  Sir,  that  I  were  a 
fifth." 

Johnson  was  present  when  a  tragedy  was 
read,  in  which  there  occurred  this  line : 

"  Who  rules  o'er  freemen  should  himself  be  free.** 

The  company  having  admired  it  much,  "I 
cannot  agree  with  vou,"  said  Johnson:  **it 
might  as  well  be  said, 

"  Who  drives  fat  oxen  should  himself  be  fat." 

He  was  pleased  with  the  kindness  of  Mr. 
Cator,  who  was  joined  with  him  in  Mr.  Thralc's 
important  trust,  and  thus  describes  him: 
"There  is  much  good  in  his  character,  and 
much  usefulness  in  his  knowledge."  He  found 
a  cordial  solace  at  that  gentleman*8  seat  at 
Beckenham,  in  Kent,  which  is  indeed  one  of  the 
finest  places  at  which  I  ever  was  a  guest ;  and 


1  llili  faiterathiK  convwutloo  fi  tlTcn  at  Iflncth,  in  Se- 
ward's **  AoecdotM  of  dtottaafodahcd  Fenons."  toI.  It.  p.  4S». 


•  Ha  adds,  **  I  went  In  the  eonmon  vahkle,  with  wj 
little  btigue,  and  cone  bnek,  I  think,  with  laM."~  Caoaaa. 
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where  I  find  more  and  more  a  hospitable  wel- 
come. 

Johnson  seldom  encoumged  general  censure 
of  anj  profession ;  bat  he  was  willing  to  allow 
a  due  share  of  merit  to  the  yarious  depart- 
ments necessary  in  civilised  life.  In  a  splene- 
tic, sarcastical,  or  jocular  frame  of  mind,  how- 
erer,  he  would  sometimes  utter  a  pointed 
saying  of  that  nature.  One  instance  has  been 
mentioned  [p.  219.],  where  he  gave  a  sudden 
satirical  stroke  to  tne  character  of  an  attorney. 
The  too  indiscriminate  admission  to  that  em- 
ployment, which  recjuires  both  abilities  and 
mtegrity,  has  giyen  rise  to  injurious  reflections, 
which  are  totally  inapplicable  to  many  very 
respectable  men  who  exercise  it  with  reputation 
ana  honour. 

Johnson  having  argued  for  some  time  with 
a  pertinacious  gentleman ;  his  opponent,  who 
had  talked  in  a  very  puzxling  manner,  hap- 
pened to  say,  **  I  don*t  understand  you.  Sir  ;** 
upon  which  Johnson  observed,  ^Sir,  I  have 
found  you  an  argument ;  but  I  am  not  obliged 
to  find  vou  an  understanding.** 

Tallong  to  me  t^i  Horry  Walpole  (as  Horace, 
now  Earl  of  Orford,  was  often  called),  Johnson 
allowed  that  he  got  together  a  sreat  many 
curious  little  things,  and  told  &em  in  an 
elegant  manner.  Mr.  Walpole  thought  John- 
son a  more  amiable  character  after  rSuiing  his 
Letters  to  Mrs.  Thrale :  but  never  was  one  of 
the  true  admirers  of  that  great  man.'  We 
may  suppose  a  prejudice  conceived,  if  he  ever 
heard  Johnson's  account  to  Sir  George  Staun- 
ton, that  when  he  made  speeches  in  parliament 
for  the  Gentleman's  Magazine,  '*  ne  alwavs 
took  care  to  put  Sir  Robert  Walpole  in  the 
wrong,  and  to  say  every  thing  he  could  against 
the  electorate  of  Hanover.**  The  celebrated 
Heroic  Epistle,  in  which  Johnson  is  satirically 
introduced,  has  been  ascribed  both  to  Mr. 
Walpole  and  Mr.  Mason.  One  day  at  Mr. 
Courtenay*s,  when  a  gentleman  expressed  his 
opinion  tnat  there  was  more  energy  in  that 
poem  than  oonld  be  expected  from  Mr.  Wal- 
pole ;  Mr.  Warton,  the  late  laureate,  observed, 


>  In  hi<  PoaUiimioui  Workf  bf>  hu  spoken  of  Johnion  In 
the  DMMt  eontemptuottf  numner !  ~  Malonx.  In  a  letter  to 
Mr.  Cole,  pabllihed  lince  Mr.  Milone't  death,  Walpole  uji. 
**  1  have  no  thtr»t  to  know  the  rest  of  my  cootemporariet, 
from  the  abrard  bombaU  of  Dr.  Johnaon  down  to  the  lilly 
Dr.  Goldsmltb.  Tbotagh  the  latter  diangellng  hai  had 
bright  gleams  of  parts,  and  the  former  bad  sense  till  he 
changed  it  for  words  and  sold  It  for  a  pension.'* — S7th  April, 
177SL  The  expression  Is  smart  and  epigrammatic,  but  has, 
as  relataa  to  JohnsoOt  little  meanlns.  Johnson's  arnar  and 
9frbau'tp  were  contemporaneous,  indeed,  his  later  works 
have  fewer  hard  words  than  his  first  publicatloos :  so  that  at 
least  he  did  not  **  ektmge  sense  for  words."  As  to  tne  nenslon. 
It  has  been  shown  that  Johnson  did  not  sell  his  prlndples  for 
U:  but,  at  all  evenu,  he  did  not  **Mtf  his  sense**  in  the 
meaning  ot-parling  with  It.  And  the  Quarterly  Review  on 
Waipole't  Memoirs  (March,  1828)  proves  that  though  he 
talked  and  wrote  in  strains  ot  high  disinlercctedness,  he  was 
the  last  man  who  oucht  to  bare  charged  another  with  any 
swim/  dmrnge  eltlier  of  principles  or  language.  As  to  Gold- 
smith, Waijpole  had  berore  happib  characterised  him  as  an 
**  imapired  idiot,'*  In  his  recently  nublished  Memoirs  of 
George  ill..  In  whldi  be,  according  to  nls  wont,  sbuses  eeery 
body,  he  took  ofcasion.oo  the  subject  of  thepamphlet  on  the 
FaiUaad  UUnda^todisw  tbe  fbUowlag  cnrtoturaof  John- 


^'It  may  have  been  written  by  Walpole,  od 
biukranCd  by  Mason.**  ^ 

He  disapproved  of  Lord  Hailes,  for  haTJo; 
modernised  the  language  of  the  ever  mokord^ 
John  Hales  of  Eton  ^  in  an  edition  vhidi  ki$ 
lordship  published  of  that  writer*!  wori<. 
^  An  author's  language.  Sir,**  sud  he,  **  ii  i 
characteristical  |>art  of  his  compontioD,  sod  n 
also  characteristical  of  the  age  in  vhidi  ke 
writes.  Besides,  Sir,  when  ue  Isa^oap  b 
changed,  we  are  not  sure  that  the  sense  is  v^ 
same.  Ko,  Sir :  I  am  sorry  Lord  Haila  he 
done  this.** 

Here  it  may  be  observed,  that  his  freqnect 
use  of  the  expression,  iVb,  iStr,  was  not  aiVi}i 
to  intimate  contradiction :  for  he  would  »j  <-> 
when  he  was  about  to  enforce  an  affinnitiK 
proposition  which  had  not  been  denied,  u  it 
the  instance  last  mentioned.  I  used  to  col- 
sider  it  as  a  kind  of  flag  of  defiance;  ss  if  U 
had  sud,  *'  Any  argument  you  may  offer  apiii< 
this  is  not  just,  i^o.  Sir,  it  is  not**  It  v.; 
like  Falstaff*s  **  I  deny  your  major.*** 

Sir  Joshua  Beynolds  having  said  thi:  \' 
took  the  idtitude  of  a  man*s  taste  by  h»  st<  *^»  • 
and  his  wit,  and  of  his  understanding  br  u 
remarks  which  he  repeated ;  being  alvaji  rr.> 
that  he  must  be  a  weak  man  who  quotes  c  a- 
mon  things  with  an  emphaais  as  if  they  v^^ 
oracles; — Johnson  agr^  with  him;  sad  v 
Joshua  having  also  observed  that  the  r^. 
character  of  a  man  was  found  out  bi  I  ■ 
amusements,  Johnson  added^  ^Yea,  Sir;  t 
man  is  a  hypocrite  in  his  pleasures.** 

I  have  mentioned  Johnson's  general  tTei^-' ' 
to  a  pun.  He  once,  however,  endured  «>'  < 
mine.  When  we  were  talking  of  a  nuBirr- * 
company  in  which  he  had  *i«fti"gp'»****^  hi«2«' 
highly,  1  said,  ^  Sir,  you  were  a  cod  snrroor^i  - . 
by  smelts.  Is  not  tnis  enough  for  yon  *  •:  * 
tune  too  when  you  were  not  iSsAoy  for  a  cob%'* 
mentP**  He  lauehed  atthiawith  acoiaob*  ^^ 
approbation.  Old  Mr.  Sheridan  ofasesreav^ 
my  mentioning  it  to  him,  **  He  liked  toot  rrc- 
pliment  so  wdl,  he  was  willing  to  tue  it  v;'-: 
pun  mmee.^    For  my  own  part,  I  think  no  a- 


••Wlth 

was  an  odious  and 
arrogant,  self-sufldent,  aikl 
fraterul  through  pride,  and  of 
prostitttted  his  pen  to  party  erm  In  • 
afterwards,  for  a  pension,  contndldied  hla 
Hit  Bunners  were  sordid,  supercili 
stvie  ridlcttloasly  bombastic  and  vid 
with  all  the  pedantry  he  had  aU  the 
country  adummastar.''^  jreeaa^a,  Iv 

*  I  have  already  aaU,  mn^,  p.  SSa.  ».  4. 
is  rather  that  Walpole  auppUed  tho 
poetry.  —  Cnoun. 

s  John  Halee.  feOow  «r  ttdo,  waa  •■ 
difine.  and  a  suftring  loyallat  under  the  C 
I  think  he  owes  the  title  ottwer  ■ii-eiiielf .  by 
dUtlngnlshed.  to  his  behig,  by  tke  patp^mj 
editor.  Bishop  Pearfon,  ee  styled  fti 
OoUem  Brmmtm,  pnhMshed  !■  ICM 


ra 


4  8lr  Jmm 
the  Chrlstsaas  of  179S 
**  Johnson  showed 
his  writings  I  but  be 
had  neither  a  paradox 
ha  would  pmct  hla 
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nooent  ipecies  of  wit  or  pleasantry  should  be 
sappressed;  and  that  a  eood  pun  may  be 
admitted  among  the  smafier  excellencies  of 
lively  couTersation. 

tiad  Johnson  treated  at  large  De  Claris 
OraJtorUnu^  he  might  have  given  us  an  ad- 
mirable work,    yfhea  the  Duke  of  Bedford 
I   attacked  the  ministry  as  vehemently  as  he 
could,  for  having  taken  upon  them  to  extend 
the  time  for  the  importation  of  com.  Lord 
Chatham,  in  his  first  speech  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  boldly  avowed  hunself  to  be  an  adviser 
of  that  measure.    ^*  My  colleagues,**  said  he, 
**as  I  was  confined  by  indisposition,  did  me 
the  signal  honour  of  coming  to  the  bedside  of 
»  sick  man,  to  ask  his  opinion.    But,  had  they 
not  thus  condescended,  I  should  have  taken  up 
sty  bed  and  walked^  in  order  to  have  delivered 
that  opinion  at  the  Council-board.**  Mr.  Lang- 
ton,  wno  was  present,  mentioned  this  to  John- 
son, who  observed,  ^*  Now,  Sir,  we  see  that  he 
took  these  words  as  he  found  them,  without 
considering,  that  though   the   expression  in 
Scripture,  Tdte  np  thy  bed  and  mdk^  strictly 
suited  the  instance  of  the  sick  man  restored  to 
heaith  and  strength,  who  would  of  course  be 
supposed  to  carry  his  bed  with  him,  it  could 
not  be  proper  in  the  case  of  a  man  who  was 
lying  in  a  state  of  feebleness,  and  who  cer- 
tainW  would   not   add  to   the^  difficulty  of 
moving  at  all,  that  of  carrying^  his  bed.** ' 

When  I  pointed  out  to  him  m  the  newspaper 
one  of  Mr.  6rattan*s  animated  and  glowmg 
speeches  in  favour  of  t^e  freedom  of  Lrelano, 
in  which  this  expression  occurred  (I  know  not 
if  accurately  taken") :  **  We  will  persevere,  till 
there  is  not  one  link  of  the  English  chain  left 
to  clank  upon  the  rags  of  the  meanest  beggar  in 
Ireland:**— **Nay,  Sir,-  said  Johnson,  "don't 
jou  perceive  that  one  link  cannot  clank  ?** 

3ir9.Thrale  has  published,  as  Johnson*8,  a 
kiiicl  of  parody  or  counterpart  of  a  fine  poetical 
pjLff^aM  in  one  of  Mr.  Burke's  speeches  on 
^Vmencan  taxation.  It  is  vigorously  but  some- 
what coarsely  executed;  and,!  am  inclined  to 
suppose,  is  not  quite  correctly  exhibited.  I  hope 
he  did  not  use  the  words  ^vile  agentt"  for  the 
Americans  in  the  House  of  Parliament  ;^  and  if 
he  did  so,  in  an  extempore  effhsion,  I  wish  the 
Uulr  bad  not  committeMl  it  to  writing. 

3ir.  Buike  uniformly  showed  Johnson  the 
jrreasteat  respect ;  and — when  Mr.  Townshend, 
now  Lord  oydney,  at  a  period  when  he  was 
c-tf>n9pi<:aottS  in  opposition,  threw  out  some 
r«rfl«?ction  in  parliament  upon  the  ^rant  of  a 
rxTidion  to  a  man  of  such  political  pnnciples  as 
Johnson — Mr.  Burke,  though  then  of  the  same 
party  with  Mr.  Townshend,  stood  warmly  forth 
in  defence  of  his  friend,  to  whom,  he  ju^y  ob* 


lOT  bar*  meant  to  nj.  In  bli  ttroos 

Btf  !•,  that  bto  daaire  to  ilo  that  ffraai  doty  woald 

•d  a  mtraele oo  hlB{  m  that  Johncoo**  mnark 


Mtova  that  It  wat  In  eMMt^nenca  of  hit  pcrtUt* 
tha  gallery  aftha  Houia  of  Commooi,  In  ifilta 


served,  the  pension  was  granted  solely  on 
account  of  his  eminent  literary  merit.  1  am 
well  assured,  that  Mr.  Town8hend*s  attack  upon 
Johnson  was  the  occasion  of  his  **  hitching  in  a 
rhjrme;**  for  that  in  the  original  cop^  of  Gold- 
smith's character  of  Mr.  Burke,  in  nis  **  Reta- 
liation,'* another  per8on*s  name  stood  in  the 
couplet  where  Mr.  Townshend  is  now  intro* 
duced: 

"  Though  fraught  with  all  leaniing  kept  straining 
his  throat. 
To  pertuade   Tommy  Townshend  to  lend  him  a 
vote."  • 

It  may  be  worth  remarking,  among  the 
mimcfie  of  my  collection,  that  Johnson  was 
once  drawn  to  serve  in  the  militia,  the  trained 
bands  of  the  city  of  London,  and  that  Mr. 
Rackstrow,  of  the  museum  in  Fleet  Street,  waa 
his  colonel.  It  may  be  believed  he  did  not 
serve  in  person ;  but  the  idea,  with  all  its  cir- 
cumstances, is  certainly  laughable.  He  upon 
that  occasion  provided  himself  with  a  muscet, 
and  with  a  sword  and  belt,  which  I  have  seen 
hanging  in  his  closet. 

He  was  very  constant  to  those  whom  he 
once  employed,  if  they  gave  him  no  reason  to 
be  displeased.  When  somebody  talked  of 
being  imposed  on  in  the  purchase  of  tea  and 
sugar,  and  such  articles :  ^  That  will  not  be  the 
case,**  said  he,  **  if  you  go  to  a  itately  thop^  as 
I  always  do.  In  such  a  shop  it  is  not  worth 
their  while  to  take  a  petty  advantage.** 

An  author  of  most  anxious  and  restless 
vanity'  being  mentioned; — ^^Sir,**  said  he, 
^  there  is  not  a  voung  s^»Ung  upon  Parnassus 
more  severely  blown  about  by  every  wind  of 
criticism  than  that  poor  fellow.** 

The  difference,  he  observed,  between  a  well- 
bred  and  an  ill-bred  man  is  this:  ^*One  im- 
mediately attracts  your  liking,  the  other  your 
aversion.  You  love  the  one  till  you  find  rea- 
son to  hate  him ;  you  hate  the  other  till  you 
find  reason  to  love  him.** 

The  wife  of  one  of  his  acquaintance  had 
fraudulently  made  a  purse  for  herself  out  of 
her  husbanas  fortune.    Feeling  a  proper  com- 

S unction  in  her  last  moments,  she  confessed 
ow  much  she  had  secreted;  but  before  she 
could  tell  where  it  was  placed,  she  was  seized 
with  a  convulsive  fit  and  expired.  Her  hus- 
band said,  he  was  more  hurt  by  her  want  of 
confidence  in  hin^  than  by  the  loss  of  his 
money.  **  I  told  him,**  said  Johnson,  ^  that  he 
should  console  himself;  for  perhaps  the  mone^ 
might  heftnaid^  and  he  was  ewe  that  his  wile 
was  gonef^ 

A  foppish  physician  once  reminded  Johnson 
of  his  having  been  in  company  with  him  on  a 


oTthenrMft  miooitrancf*  of  Borka  and  Fox.  one  ercnlnf 
whan  Garrlck  wat  premt  —  MackhOotk.  —  CaoKsa. 

>  PnibaMj  Mr.  ParceTal  Stockdala.  6ca  antf .  p.  SIS.  -» 
CaoKia. 

4  Ladj  Knlgfit  talb  thli  tConr  hi  tha  Rorooaan  Maf.  1799, 
hot  doct  not  call  the  ladj  tha  wlb  of  ona  of  hit  acqaaintanca. 
.-CaoKEs. 
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former  occasion :  *'  I  do  not  remember  it.  Sir/* 
The  physician  still  insbted;  adding  that  he 
that  daj  wore  so  fine  a  coat  that  it  must  hare 
attracted  his  notice.  *^Sir,**  said  Johnson, 
''had  jou  been  dipped  in  Factolus,  I  should 
not  have  noticed  you.*' 

He  seemed  to  take  a  pleasure  in  speaking  in 
his  own  style;  for  when  he  had  carelessly 
missed  it,  he  would  repeat  the  thought  trans- 
lated into  it.  Talking  of  the  comedy  of ''  The 
Rehearsal,**  he  said,  "It  has  not  wit  enough  to 
keep  it  sweet.**  This  was  easy ; — he  therefore 
caught  himself,  and  pronounced  a  more  round 
sentence :  '*  It  has  not  vitality  enough  to  pre- 
serve it  from  putrefaction.** 

He  censured  a  writer  of  entertaining  travels 
for  assuming  a  feigned  character,  saying  (in 
his  sense  of  the  word),  '*  He  carries  out  one 
lie;  we  know  not  how  many  he  brings  back.**' 
At  another  time,  talking  of  the  same  person, 
he  observed,  ^  Sir,  your  assent  to  a  man  whom 
you  have  never  known  to  falsify  is  a  debt ;  but 
after  you  have  known  a  man  to  falsify,  your 
assent  to  him  then  is  a  favour.** 

Though  he  had  no  taste  for  painting,  he 
admired  much  the  manner  in  which  Sir  Joshua 
Reynolds  treated  of  his  art,  in  his  ''Discourses 
to  the  Royal  Academy.**  He  observed  one  day 
of  a  passage  in  them,  "  I  think  I  might  as  weil 
have  said  this  myself;**  and  once  when  Mr. 
Langton  was  sittmg  by  him,  he  read  one  of 
them  very  eagerly,  and  expressed  himself  thus : 
"  Very  well.  Master  Reynolds ;  very  well,  in- 
deed.   But  it  will  not  be  understood.** 

AVhen  I  observed  to  him  that  Painting  was 
so  far  inferior  to  Poetry,  that  the  story  or  even 
emblem  which  it  communicates  must  be  pre- 
viously known,  and  mentioned  as  a  natural  and 
laughable  instance  of  this,  that  a  little  miss,  on 
seeing  a  picture  of  Justice  with  the  scales,  had 
exclauned  to  me,  "See,  there's  a  woman 
selling  sweetmeats;**  he  said,  "Painting,  Sir, 
can  illustrate,  but  cannot  inform.*' 

No  man  was  more  ready  to  make  an  apology 
when  he  had  censured  unjustly  than  Jonnson. 
When  a  proof-sheet  of  one  of  his  works  was 
brought  to  him,  he  found  fault  with  the  mode 
in  which  a  part  of  it  was  arranged,  refused  to 
read  it,  and  in  a  passion,  desired  that  the  com- 
positor* might  be  sent  to  him.  The  compositor 
was  Mr.  Manning,  a  decent  sensible  man,  who 
had  composed  about  one  half  of  his  "Dic- 
tionary," when  in  Mr.  Strahan's  prinUng- 
house ;  and  a  great  part  of  his  "  Lives  of  the 
Poets,**  when  in  that  of  Mr.  Nichols ;  and  who 


1  I  tuppoM  the  ReTerend  Martiii  Sherlock,  an  Iriih  clerey- 
man,  who  publi»hi>d.  in  1781,  kis  own  tr4veU  under  the  title 
of  "  Lfttere  of  *n  EnglisA  TraTellor,  transiated  from  the 
French  ; "  which  Johnson  calls  a  tie.  —  Crokkb,  iS47. 

*  Compositor  in  tlir  printing-house  means,  the  person  who 
adjusts  the  typos  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  to  stand  for 
printing  ;  and  arraiigf  s  what  is  called  the  form,  from  which 
an  imnresiion  is  talien.—  Boswbll. 

>  The  circumstance  therefore  alluded  to  In  Mr.  Courtenay'f 
**  Poetical  Character  "  of  hiio  la  strictly  true.  My  informer 
was  Mrs.  Desraoulina,  wholifcd  many  yeara  ia  Dr.  Johasoo*a 
house. —.  BoiwBu. 


(in  his  Berenty-Beventh  year)  when  b  Mr. 
Baldwin's  printtog-hoiue,  composed  a  pan  of 
the  first  edition  of  this  work  ooooenuDg  his.  ^ 
By  producing  the  manuscript,  he  at  oooe  m»-  | 
fied  Dr.  Jolmson  that  he  was  not  to  bUi&e. 
Upon  which  Johnson  candidly  aod  esntttlr 
said  to  him,   "  Mr.  Compontor,  I  uk  yooi  i 
pardon ;  Mr.  Compositor,  I  ask  your  pirdoc 
again  and  again.** 

His  generous  humanity  to  the  misenble  vi« 
almost  beyond  example.  The  foUoviog  ie> 
stance  b  well  attested :  coming  hone  Ute  i€f 
night,  he  found  a  poor  woman  lying  is  t^ 
street,  so  much  exhausted  that  she  cvold  »< 
walk ;  he  took  her  upon  bis  back  and  earr<^i 
her  to  his  house,  where  he  discovered  tlui  ^ 
was  one  of  those  wretched  femalei  «!»  b»l 
fallen  into  the  lowest  state  of  vice,  1)o^n*^ 
and  disease.  Instead  of  harshly  apon!<i .. 
her,  he  had  her  taken  care  of  with  all  tec^tr- 
ness  for  a  long  time,  at  a  considcnUe  tn^-^  - 
till  she  was  restored  to  health,  and  endetTi  t.ri> 
to  put  her  into  a  virtuous  way  of  living.' 

He  thought  Mr.  Caleb  Whitefoord  singub/.* 
happy  in  hitting  on  the  signatore  of  Pa/yru 
Cursor  to  his  ingenious  and  divertiog  Cr «« 
Readings  of  the  newspapers  ^ ;  it  being  s  ^ 
name  of  an  ancient  Roman,  and  dearly  ajro- 
sive  of  the  thing  done  in  this  lively  codcol 

He  once  in  his  life  was  known  to  have  otk;«-i 
what  is  called  a  bull:  Sir  Jaahua  lien  ^ 
when  they  were  riding  together  in  Devuc5^A.' 
complained  that  he  had  a  Tery  bad  h(r^. ' ' 
that  even  when  going  down  hill  be  n>'^"' 
slowly  step  by  step.  *'  Ay,*  said  J^Ht*  .. 
"  and  when  he  goes  up  hill  he  stamdM  stdT 

He  had  a  great  aversion  to  gesticuUtir: 
comparnr.    He  called  once  to  a  pn;*.  :•  - 
who  offended  him  in  tha(  point,  "Don't  <  *-• - 
dinise.**  And  when  another  gentlenun  th 


i^ 


he  was  giving  additional  force  to  vbi  - 
uttered  by  expressive  moTemests  ofkiiF  k.r  • 
Johnson  £urly  seized  them,  and  hi^J  tit- 
down. 

An  author  of  considerable  esninence*^  b^ '. 
engrossed  a  good  share  of  the  oonvcmti  e  - 
the  company  of  Johnson,  and  havirc  <  - 
nothing  but  what  was  trifling  and  insigt  t  i' 
Johnson,  when  he  was  gone,  obaerrcfi  t*  - 
"  It  is  wonderful  what  a  diflerence  tber.* « '■  • 
limes  is  between  a  man's  powers  of  wr' :,. 

of  talking.    writes  with  great  ^-h  - 

is  a  poor  talker :  had  he  held  hb  toa:     * 
might  have  supposed  him  to  have  Urf  *' 
strained  by  moaesty;  bnt  he  has  f(»^«  *  * 


I 


*  He  foUoved  hU  Ctom  Hfrng^a  br  a  »I 
paper  on  the  Erran  V  '^  Pn*»-    Twe  tee 
easavs  are  prewrfed  In  the  **  Foaadfiat 
.—  Cfaouta. 

*  This  was  Sir  Rkbard  MugraTe.  an  IriA 
of  a  Hiatory  of  the  RabclUoa  ^  179S.  whm 
mately,  and  vlio  had,  it  mwa  he  oonfeeaei.  a 
of  manner.     One  daj,  vbta  Sir  fliifcaid  wse 
with  singular  warmth  to  write  tW  liews  •#  ia» 
and  gctUng  up  to  enforve  his  suic, 
" SU  down.  8ir.**^ M«aa, p.  ttt. .  Ci 

*  Probably  Dr.  Bobtftaea.  Jm^,  f^  tlL  a.  a  - 


ta^- 
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gresi  deal  to-dftji  and  you  Imve  heard  what 
stuff  it  was.** 

A  gentleman  having  said  that  acongi  d*SUre 
has  not,  perhana,  the  force  of  a  command,  but 
maj  be  considered  only  as  a  strong  recom- 
mendation :  —  **  Sir,**  replied  Johnson,  who 
overheard  him,  '^  it  is  such  a  recommendation, 
as  if  I  should  throw  jou  out  of  a  two-pair-of- 
stairs  window,  and  recommend  to  you  to  fall 
soft.*** 


Mr.  Steevens,  who  passed  many  a  social  hour 
with  him  during  their  long  acc^uamtance,  which 
conwkenoed  when  they  both  lived  in  the  Tem- 
ple, has  presenred  a  good  number  of  particulars 
concermng  him,  most  of  which  are  to  be  found 
in  the  department  of  Apophthegms*,  &&  in  the 
collection  of  ^Johnsons  Works.**  But  he 
has  been  pleased  to  favour  me  with  the  fol- 
lowing, which  are  original :  — 

**  One  evening,  previous  to  the  trisl  of  Baretti, 
•  eonsultsUon  of  his  friends  vas  held  at  the  house 
of  Mr.  Cox,  the  solicitor,  in  Southampton  Buildings, 
Chancery  t«ne.  Among  others  present  were  Mr. 
Burfce  and  Dr.  Johnson,  who  diff«^ed  in  sentiments 
concerning  the  tendency  of  some  part  of  the  defence 
the  prisoner  was  to  make.  When  the  meeting  was 
over,  Mr.  Steevens  observed  that  the  question  be- 
tween him  and  his  friend  bad  been  sgitated  with 
swShcr  too  much  warmth.  'It  may  be  so.  Sir,* 
replied  the  doctor,  '  for  Burke  and  I  should  have 
been  of  one  opinion  if  we  had  bad  no  audience.*' 

**  Or.  Johnson  onoe  avumed  a  character  in  which 
perhaps  even  Mr.  Boswell  never  saw  him.     His 
curiosity  having  been  excited  by  the  praises  be- 
stowed on    the  celebrated  Torre's    fireworks  at 
Marybone   Gardens,  he  desired  Mr.  Stcevens  to 
Accompany  him  thither.     The  evening  had  proved 
•liowcry,  and  soon  after  the  few  people  present 
were  assembled,  public  notice  was  given  that  the 
conductors  of  the  wheels,  suns,  stars,  &c.  were  so 
thoroughly  watersoaked  that  it  was  impossible  any 
pmrt  of  the  exhibition  should  be  made.     *  This  is  a 
mcrw  excuse,*  says  the  doctor,  *  to  save  their  crackers 
for  n  more  profitable  company,     htt  us  both  hold 
up  our  sticks  and  threaten  to  break  those  coloured 
Immpn  that  surround  the  orchestra,  and  we  shall 
•cjon   have  our  wishes  gratified.     The  core  of  the 
fireworks  cannot  be  injured  ;  let  the  different  pieces 
be  touched  in  their  respective  centres,  and  ihej  will 
do  their  ofiices  as  well  as  ever.*   Some  young  men, 
vrbo  overheard  him,  immediately  began  the  violence 
b«  had  reco.nmended,  and  an  attempt  was  speedily 
made  to  fire  some  of  the  wheels  which  appeared  to 
bave   received  the  smallest  damage ;  but  to  little 
purpose  were  they  lighted,  for  most  of  them  com- 
pletely fidled.      The  author  of  *  The    Uambler,* 
bowwrcr,  may  be  considered  on  this  occasion  mm  the 


I  This  hu  hem  printed  lo  other  pablicationi  **(Mtoike 
jjpwnrf"  Bttt  Johiuon  hlmMlf  gave  me  the  true  rxprMSlon, 
« liicti  be  b4d  utp<t  at  Above ;  meaning  thst  the  recommendft- 
c.'so  left  as  Uttle  choke  In  the  one  case  as  the  other.  — 


a  ThU  to  RswUns't  eollectloa  of  Aoecdotea.  Several  of 
I  I  ^ave  alrauljr  given  in  their  proper  places,  and  regrst 
I  bava  not  roooi  lor  all.  —  Caoaxa*  1847. 

a  What  an  cstnordinary  assertion,  that  in  a  nstter  la 


ringleader  of  a  successful  riot,  though  not  as  a 
skilful  pyrotechnist 

"It  has  been  supposed  that  Dr.  Johnson,  so  far 
as  fashion  was  concerned,  was  careless  of  his  ap- 
pearance in  public.  But  this  is  not  altogether  true, 
as  the  following  slight  instance  may  show  :  —  Gold- 
smith's last  comedy  was  to  be  represented  during 
some  court-mourning*,  and  Mr.  Steevens  ap* 
pointed  to  call  on  Dr.  Johnson,  and  carry  him  to 
the  tavern  where  he  was  to  dine  with  other  of  the 
poet's  friends.  The  doctor  was  ready  dressed,  but 
in  coloured  clothes ;  yet  being  told  that  he  would 
find  every  one  else  in  black,  received  the  intel- 
ligence with  a  profusion  of  thanks,  hastened  to 
change  his  attire,  all  the  while  repeating  his  grati- 
tude for  the  information  that  had  saved  him  from 
an  I4>pearancc  so  improper  in  the  front  row  of  a 
front  box.  *  I  would  not,*  added  he,  *  for  ten  pounds 
have  seemed  mo  retrograde  to  any  general  observ- 
ance.' 

**  He  would  sometimes  found  his  dislikes  on  very 
slender  circumstances.  Happening  one  day  to  men- 
tion Mr.  Flexman,  a  dissenting  mmister,  with  some 
compliment  to  his  exact  memory  in  chronological 
matters ;  the  doctor  replied,  *  Let  me  hear  no  more 
of  him.  Sir.  That  is  the  fellow  who  made  the 
index  to  my  Ramblers,  and  set  down  the  luune  of 
Milton  thus :  —  Milton,  Mr.  John.* " 

Mr.  Steeyens  adds  to  this  testimony : 

"  It  is  unfortunate,  however,  for  Johnson,  that 
his  particularities  and  frailties  can  be  more  distinctly 
traced  than  his  good  and  amiable  exertions.  Could 
the  many  bounties  he  studiously  concealed,  the 
many  acts  of  humanity  he  performed  in  private,  be 
displayed  with  equal  circumstantiality,  his  defects 
would  be  so  fiur  lost  in  the  blaze  of  his  virtue^  that 
the  latter  only  would  be  regarded." 

Though,  from  my  very  high  admiration  of 
Johnson,  I  have  wondered  uiat  he  was  not 
courted  by  all  the  great  and  all  the  eminent 
persons  of  his  time,  it  ought  fairly  to  be  con- 
sidered, that  no  man  of  liumble  birth,  who 
liyed  entirely  by  literature,  in  short,  no  author 
by  profession,  ever  rose  in  this  country  into 
that  personal  notice  which  he  did.  In  the 
course  of  this  work  a  numerous  variety  of  names 
has  been  mentioned,  to  which  many  might 
be  added.  I  cannot  omit  Lord  and  Lady 
Lucan,  at  whose  house  he  oAen  enjoyed  all 
that  an  elegant  table  and  the  best  company  can 
contribute  to  happiness :  he  found  hospitality 
united  with  extraordinary  accomplishments, 
and  embellished  with  charms  of  which  no  man 
could  be  insensible. 

On  Tuesday,  June  22,,  I  dined  with  him  at 
the  Literary  Club,  the  last  time  of  his  being  in 
that  respectable  society.  The  other  members 
present  were  the  Bishop  of  St  Asaph,  Lord  Kliot, 


which  the  life  and  death  — nav.  the  IfDoninloui  dratb—of 
a  ftiend  wa*  at  ttake,  he  «U11  talked  lor  vtetorjr  t  I  have  leen 
to  much  reason  to  dtctnuc  ani<cdote«  told  from  memorj.  par- 
ticularly by  one  in  whom  thote  who  knew  him  brit  placed 
the  leaft  conSdnice.  fmlt,  p.  fi80.717.)t  that  I  hesitate  to 
five  implicit  credit  to  tals  story.  Dr.  Jobnaoo.  no  d  iiht,  too 
ottn  talked  for  victory,  but  not.  It  Is  to  be  hoped,  oo  so 
srrioot  an  occasion.  —  CaoKsa. 

*  "  S»*  Stoopt  to  CimftHT.'*  flrtt  acted  In  March.  1771. 
dorinf  a  coart-asounilnt  for  the  king  of  Sardlola.— Caoasa. 
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Lord  Palmerston,  Dr.  Fordjoe,  and  Mr.  Molone. 
He  looked  ill,  but  had  such  a  manly  fortitude, 
that  he  did  not  trouble  the  company  with 
melancholy  complaints.  They  all  showed  evi- 
dent marks  of  kind  concern  about  him,  with 
which  he  was  much  pleased,  and  he  exerted 
himself  to  be  as  entertaining  as  his  indisposition 
allowed  him. 

The  anxiety  of  his  friends  to  preserve  so 
estimable  a  lite  as  long  as  human  means  miffht 
be  supposed  to  have  influence,  made  them  plan 
for  him  a  retreat  from  the  severity  of  a  British 
winter  to  the  mild  climate  of  Italy.  This 
scheme  was  at  last  brought  to  a  serious  resolu- 
tion at  General  Paoli*s,  where  I  had  often 
talked  of  it.  One  essential  matter,  however, 
I  understood,  was  necessary  to  be  previously 
settled,  which  was  obtdning  such  an  addition 
to  his  income  as  would  be  sufficient  to  enable 
him  to  defray  the  expense  in  a  manner  becom- 
ing the  first  literary  character  of  a  great  na- 
tion, and,  independent  of  all  his  other  merits, 
the  author  of  toe  ^  Dictionary  of  the  English 
Language.**  The  person  to  whom  I  above 
all  others  thought  t  should  apply  to  negotiate 
this  business  was  the  Lord  Chancellor,  because 
I  knew  that  he  highly  valued  Johnson,  and 
that  Johnson  highly  valued  his  lordship,  so  that 
it  was  no  degradation  of  my  illustrious  friend  to 
solicit  for  him  the  favour  of  such  a  man.  I  haye 
mentioned  [p.  717.]  what  Johnson  said  of  him 
to  me  when  he  was  at  the  bar ;  and  after  his 
lordship  was  advanced  to  the  seals,  he  said  of 
him,  '*  I  would  prepare  myself  for  no  man  in 
England  but  Lord  Thurlow.  When  I  am  to 
meet  with  him,  I  should  wish  to  know  a  day 
before.**  How  he  would  have  prepared  him- 
self, I  cannot  conjecture.  Woula  he  have 
selected  certain  topics,  and  considered  them  in 
every  view,  so  as  to  be  in  readiness  to  argue 
them  at  all  points  ?  And  what  may  we  suppose 
those  topics  to  have  been  ?  I  once  startea  the 
curious  inquiry  to  the  great  man  who  wa«  the 
subject  of  this  compliment :  he  smiled,  but 
did  not  pursue  it.* 

I  first  consulted  with  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds, 
who  perfectly  coincided  in  opinion  with  me ; 
and  I  therefore,  though  personally  very  little 
known  to  his  lordship,  wrote  to  him,  stating 
the  case,  and  requesting  his  good  offices  for 
Dr.  Johnson.  I  mentioned  that  I  was  obliged 
to  set  out  for  Scotland  early  in  the  following 
week,  so  that  if  his  lordship  should  have  any 
commands  for  me  as  to  this  pious  negotiation, 
he  would  be  pleased  to  send  them  before  that 


s  Ai  this  WM  noC  laid  to  Mr.  BonrvU  bimMlf,  I  venture 
to  dl»beile?e  that  it  was  said  at  all.  It  is  rnr  wmIj 
nonsense,  and  the  kind  of  nonsense  the  least  like  any 
thing  that  Dr.  Johnson  could  sajr.  Mr.  Boswell,  it  teems, 
repeated  the  story  to  Lord  Thurlow.  and  his  Lordship 
*'  ttniied  **  —  perhaps  at  so  direct  and  awkward  ^n  attempt  at 
flattery.  —  Cboeiiu 

*  It  is  strange  that  Sir  John  Hawkins  should  bare  related 
tliat  the  application  was  made  by  Sir  Joefaiia  Reynolds,  when 
he  could  so  easily  have  been  informed  ol  the  truth  by  iaqulr- 
iug  of  Sir  Joshua.  Sir  John's  carelessnesa  to  ascertain  facta 
is  very  remarkable.— BoawsLL.  Mr.  Boswell  is,  as  usual, 
uiOttst  towards  Hawkint.   JobuoD's  own  letter  of  tbaoki  to 


time,  otherwise  Sir  Joshua  Bej&oldi  woiU 
give  all  attention  to  it.**' 

[BOSWELL  TO  LORD  THURLOW. 

**  General  Paoli's,  Upper  Stymv  KmI, 
Portman  Square.  JodsSL  Iffi 

**  Mr  LoED, — Dr.  Samuel  Johntoa,  though  v» 
derfuUj  recovered  from  m  complication  of  du^- 
ons  illneas,  is  by  no  means  veil,  and  I  bm  nm 
to  think  that  his  valuable  life  cannot  be  prwned 
long  without  the  benigoanl  influence  oft  lOQtkra 
climate. 

**  It  would  therefore  be  of  vcrj  gzciC  mmm 
were  he  to  go  to  Italy  belbre  winter  Kts  ia;  lod  I 
know  he  wishes  it  mudk  But  the  otjjaedoo  i^ 
that  hia  pension  of  three  hundred  poondsafar 
would  not  be  luffieient  to  defray  hit  expasi.Md 
make  it  convenient  lor  M.  Saatre^  aa  ingcoioai 
and  worthy  native  of  that  country,  aJMi  a  tcscfacr  <( 
Italian  here,  to  accompany  him. 

**  Ai  I  am  well  asured  of  your  IonUiip*i  npA 
for  Dr.  Johnson,  1  presume,  without  lus  koov- 
ledge,  to  &r  to  indulge  my  anxious  cooem  % 
him,  as  to  intrude  upon  your  l<wbbip  widb  ftb 
suggestion,  being  persuaded  that  if  a  ie|iitsoitiiiai 
of  the  matter  were  made  to  hit  m^joty  bj  pnpff 
authority,  the  royal  bounty  would  be  cxtoiikii  a 
a  suitable  manner. 

**  Your  lordthip,  I  cannot  doubt,  will  Ibrgmw 
for  taking  this  liberty.  1  even  flatter  myidf  m 
will  approve  of  it  I  am  to  let  out  for  Seotiad 
on  Monday  morning,  ao  that  if  your  lordihs 
should  have  any  commanda  forme  at  to  diis  pou 
n^otiation,  you  will  be  pleased  to  tend  tbn 
before  that  time.  But  Sir  Joahua  Reynoldi,  vitl: 
whom  I  have  consulted,  will  be  berc^  tad  viL 
gladly  give  all  attention  to  it  I  am,  &&, 
^  Refn.  MSS.  «< Jakis  Boswzu.^ 

This  application  was  made  not  only  witboot 
any  suggl^ion  on  the  part  of  Johnson  binsdC 
but  was  utterly  unknown  to  him,  nor  had  i»s 
the  smallest  suspicion  of  it.  Any  iosbuatiaa. 
therefore,  which  since  his  death  have  beet 
thrown  out,  as  if  he  had  stooped  to  sik  wbii 
was  superfluous,  are  without  any  foiuidttiiB. 
But,  had  he  asked  it,  it  woold  not  bsfe  bea 
superfluous;  for  though  the  mone^  lie  M 
saved  proved  to  be  more  than  his  friends  isH^ 
gined,  or  than  I  bdieve  he  himself  in  bs 
carelessness  concerning  worldly  matten,  be* 
it  to  be,  had  he  trayeJled  upon  the  oontisaL 
an  augmentation  of  his  income  woold  bjif 
means  haye  been  unnecessary. 

On  Wednesday,  June  23.,  I  visited  bin  a 
the  mominff,  after  having  been  present  tl  ^  , 
shocking  sight '  of  fifteen  men  executed  befoR 


liord  Thurlow  mentlont  Sir  Joihaa  wt  tba  ihnairty**' 
munication  on  tbe  tubfect,  and doe> not aOaSr liS««J^ 
to  that  Hawkim  bad  no  reason  to  intpeet  thai  By"  "^ 
anj tblni  to  do  with  lt(  and  *«  iball  ne. kf  avVJ^ 
reason  to  suspect  that  Sir  Joahoa  did  aot  «|*^f^'"*It| 
nune  tboold  wpear  in  the  transacfloB.  I  caa»«tgM»7r 
Mr.  BotweU  did  not  print  bis  ovn  letter  to  Utd  pa«^' 
which  Is  now  given  Cron  a  oo^  hi  bis  tmi,  la  Im  SI}>*' 
Papers. — Caoaaa. 

3  A  shockint  stcbt  lodcH  I—bnl  Mr.  Bofv^  n*^ 
of  enjoylna  thoM  shocUaff  tifhti,«hfeh  jet,  ktmU,  **«"** 
bli  mind.*'^—  Caoaaa. 


.£t.75. 


BOSWELUS  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


778 


Newgate,  I  said  to  him,  I  was  sure  tliat  human 
life  was  not  machinery,  that  is  to  saj,  a  chain 
of  fatality  planned  and  directed  by  the  Supreme 
Being,  as  it  had  in  it  so  much  wickedness  and 
misery,  so  many  instances  of  both,  as  that  by 
which  my  mind  was  now  clouded.  Were  it 
machinery,  it  would  be  better  than  it  is  in  these 
respects,  though  less  noble,  as  not  being  a 
system  of  mor^govemment.  He  agreed  with 
me  now,  ss  he  always  did,  upon  the  great  ques- 
tion of  the  liberty  of  the  numan  will,  which 
has  been  in  all  ages  perplexed  with  so  much 
sophistry:  '^But,  Sir,  as  to  the  doctrine  of 
ncf^essity,  no  man  belieyes  it  If  a  man  should 
jvi^o  me  arguments  that  I  do  not  see,  though 
I  could  not  answer  them,  should  I  believe  that 
I  do  not  see  ?  **  It  will  be  observed,  that  John* 
son  at  all  times  made  the  just  distinction 
between  doctrines  contrary  to  reason,  and 
doctrines  oAooe  reason. 

Talking  of  the  religious  discipline  proper  for 
unhappy  convicts,  he  said,  **  Sir,  one  of  our 
reirular  clergy  will  probably  not  impress  their 
minds  sufficiently :  thev  should  be  attended  by 
a  methodist  pr^u^er',  or  a  popish  priest.* 
Let  me  however  observe,  in  justice  to  the  Ke- 
▼ercnd  Mr.  Vilette,  who  has  been  ordinary 
of  Newgate  for  no  less  than  eighteen  years,  in 
the  coune  of  which  he  has  attended  many 
hundreds  of  wretched  criminals,  that  his  ear- 
n<^t  and  humane  exhortations  have  been  very 
etfectual.  His  extraordinary  diligence  is  highly 
praiseworthy,  and  merits  a  distinguished  re- 
vrani.* 

On  Thursdav,  June  24.,  I  dined  with  him  at 
3Ir.  Dill)r*s,  where  were  the  Kev.  Mr.  (now 
I^r.)  Knox,  master  of  Tunbridge  School,  Mr. 
Smith,  vicar  of  Sfiuthill,  ^r,  Beattie,  Mr.  Pink- 
erton,  author  of  various  literary  performances' , 
and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Mayo.  At  my  desire  old 
Mr.  Sheridan  was  invited,  as  I  was  earnest  to 
have  Johnson  and  htm  brought  together  again 
\»y  chance,  that  a  reconciliation  might  be 
«'tr<n*ted.  Mr.  Sheridan  happened  to  come 
early«  and  having  learnt  that  Dr.  Johnson  was 
o  be  there,  went  away ;  so  I  found,  with  sin« 
i'tsre  regret,  that  my  friendly  intentions  were 
h'>|)ele8s.^  I  recollect  nothing  that  passed  this 
il.iy,  except  Johnson*s  quickness,  who,  when 
t  »r.  Ik'attie  oliserved,  as  something  remarkable 
which  had  happened  to  him,  Uiat  he  had 
chanced  to  see  both  No.  1.  and  No.  1000.  of 
the  hackney-coaches,  the  first  and  the  last  — 


A  frtopi  of  nine  happmcd  to  tw  ptstlaf  by  %JMd 

ia  ihm  •oTfront  of  Loodoo,  wb«n  m  mcthodUt 

qoolH  thU  DMMm*  vlt^  trtmnph.  —  BotWBLL. 

s  I  trmc  that  tb*  City  of  London,  now  bopplljr  In  untaon 

tiM  ensrt,  will  bnv«  tb«  Jattiea  and  gtoerodtj  to  obtain 

rrand  gaotloman,  now  a  worthyold 


tor  tW«  _  ^ 

of  Ibai  mwBtfleont  eorporatloo.  —  Boswm..    This 

iratiaod.    Mr.  Vitoita  diod  in  April.  17»9, 

\f  thirty  joara  cb^laia  of  Mowfita. — 


JotannkOTtoa.  who  dl«d  in  lAW, 
baa  lioea  boon  poblUbfd.  ~~  Cnoftta. 
woU's  bMaotlotta  worn  IHoodlr.  tbougti  I 
bo  did  not  wl«b  to  bo  witooia  of  a  cootett  i 
aiiaiiifi  to  havo  oootribiitod.  at  loaat  by  bit  in- 
to loop  op  tho  aaimoaltj. »  Cmssb* 


**  Why,  Sir,**  said  Johnson,  "'  there  is  an  equal 
chance  for  one*s  seeing  those  two  numbers  as 
any  other  two.**  He  was  clearly  right ;  yet 
the  seeing  of  the  two  extremes,  each  of  which 
is  in  some  degree  more  conspicuous  than  the 
rest,  could  not  but  strike  one  in  a  stronger 
manner  than  the  sight  of  any  other  two  num- 
bers. —  Though  I  have  neglected  to  preserve 
his  conversation,  it  was  perhaps  at  this  inter- 
view that  Dr.  Knox  formed  the  notion  of  it 
which  he  has  exhibited  in  his  '*  Winter  Even- 
ings.** 

On  Friday,  June  25.,  I  dined  with  him  at 
General  Faoli*s,  where,  he  says  in  one  of  his 
letters  to  Mrs.  Thrde,  "  I  love  to  dine.**  There 
was  a  variety  of  dishes  much  to  his  taste,  of 
all  which  he  seemed  to  me  to  eat  so  much,  that 
I  was  afraid  he  might  be  hurt  by  it ;  and  I 
whispered  to  the  General  my  fear,  and  begged 
he  might  not  press  him.  ^*  Alas !  **  said  the 
General,  **  see  now  very  ill  he  looks ;  he  can 
live  but  a  very  short  time.  Would  you  refuse 
any  slight  gratifications  to  a  man  under  sen- 
tence of  death  ?  There  is  a  humane  custom 
in  Italy,  by  which  persons  in  that  melancholy 
situation  are  indulged  with  having  whatever 
they  like  best  to  eat  and  drink,  even  with  ex- 
pensive delicacies.** 

I  showed  him  some  verses  on  Lichfield  by 
Miss  Seward,  which  I  had  that  day  received 
from  her,  and  had  the  pleasure  to  hear  him 
approve  of  them.  He  confirmed  to  me  the 
truth  of  a  high  compliment  which  I  had  been 
told  he  had  paid  to  that  lady,  when  she  men- 
tioned to  him  '^The  Columbiade,**  an  epic 
poem  by  Madame  du  Boccage: — *^  Madam, 
there  is  not  any  thing  eoual  to  your  descrip- 
tion of  the  sea  round  toe  North  Pole,  in  your 
Ode  on  the  Death  of  Captain  Cook.** 

[I  have  thus  quoted  a  compliment  paid  by 
Dr.  Johnson  to  one  of  this  lad7*s  poetical 
pieces,  and  I  have  withheld  his  otanion  of  her- 
self, thinking  that  she  might  not  like  it,  I  am 
afraid  that  it  has  reached  her  by  some  other 
means,  and  thua  we  mav  account  for  the  va- 
rious attacks  made^  by  her  on  her  venerable 
townsman  since  his  decease;  some  avoweil, 
and  with  her  own  name  —  others,  I  believe,  in 
various  forms  and  under  several  signatures. 
What  are  we  to  think  of  the  scraps  of  letters 
between  her  and  Mr.  Havley,  impotently  at- 
tempting to  undermine  tne  noble  pedestal  on 
which  public  opinion  has  placed  Dr.  Johnson  ?  ^  ] 


•  Tbis  pntsafo  It  an  extract  Uom  Mr.  BotwelPi  eontro- 
Tornr  wltb  MlM  Soward. .  GemUemam'a  Magazine,  17S3. 
p.  1911.,  ood  tbo  fbUowinf  iptdnMot  of  tboio  •tranfe  icruM 
will  amiato  tbo  roador,  and  man  than  juatiiy  Mr.  Botwoiri 
coBturo  of  MlM  Soward. 

**  MlM  lawABB  TO  Ma.  Havuv. 

••ITSl 
**  Toa  haTo  sroo  Dr.  Jobnaon**  *  LtvM  of  tbo  Foots ;  *  thoy 
bavo  radtod  yoitr  gooorou  Indifnatloo  :  a  bMrt  llko  Mr. 
Barley*!  woold  tbrtak  back  aitonitbod  to  poitolro  a  mfaid  m 
onrkbed  wltb  tbo  powor  of  fnikit.  capoMo  of  tucb  cool 
nailralty.  Yoi  tbo  OmtltimmPs  MagmKime  pnkei  tb»M  un. 
worthy  oflbru  to  Mlcbt  tbo  tenroU  of  uodoQbtod  lamo.  O 
tbM  tbo  VMWM  may  &I  wboro  It  oogbt  I  —  that  tbo  brcotb  of 
poMie  eoatooipC  wiaf  Mow  It  ttom  tbo  bwulaoui  wiwtiii," 

dB  8 
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[JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  THRALE. 
(Exiraei,) 

*<  London,  June  '26.  1784. 

**  A  metsage  came  to  me  yesterday  to  tell  me 
that  Macbean  ia  dead,  after  three  days  of  illness. 
He  was  one  of  those  who,  as  Swift  says,  stood  cm  a 
screen  between  me  and  death.  He  has,  I  hope,  made 
a  good  exchange.  He  was  very  pious;  he  waa 
▼ery  innocent ;  he  did  no  ill ;  and  of  doing  good 
a  continual  tenour  of  distress  allowed  him  few 
opportunities ;  he  was  very  highly  esteemed  in  the 
[Charter]  house. 
—  Lettere, 


»t 


On  Sunday,  Jane  27.,  I  fonnd  him  rather 
better.  I  mentioned  to  him  a  young  man  who 
was  going  to  Jamaica  with  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren, in  expectation  of  being  provided  for  bj 
two  of  her  orothers  settled  in  that  island,  one 
a  clergyman  and  the  other  a  physician.  John- 
son. ^'  It  is  a  wild  scheme,  Sir,  unless  he  has 
a  positiye  and  deliberate  invitation.  There 
was  A  poor  girl,  who  used  to  come  about  me, 
who  had  a  cousin  in  Barbadoes,  that,  in  a  letter 
to  her,  expressed  a  wish  she  should  come  out 
to  that  island,  and  expatiated  on  the  comforts 
and  happiness  of  her  situation.  The  poor  girl 
went  out :  her  cousin  was  much  surprised,  and 
asked  her  how  she  could  think  of  coming. 
'  Because,*  said  she,  •  you  invited  me.* —  *  Not 
I,*  answered  the  cousm.  The  letter  was  then 
produced.  *  I  see  it  is  true,*  said  she,  *  that  I 
did  inviteyon :  but  I  did  not  think  you  would 
come.*  They  lodged  her  in  an  out-house, 
where  she  passed  her  time  miserably ;  and  as 
soon  as  she  had  an  opportunity  she  returned 
to  England.  Always  tell  this  when  you  hear 
of  people  going  abroad  to  relations  upon  a 
notion  of  being  well  received.  In  the  case 
which  you  mention,  it  is  probable  the  clergy- 
man spends  all  he  gets,  and  the  physician  does 
not  know  how  much  he  is  to  get.'* 

We  this  day  dined  at  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds's, 
with  General  Paoli,  Lord  Eliot  (formerly  Mr. 
Eliot,  of  Port  Eliot),  Dr.  Beattie,  and  some 
other  company.  Talking  of  Lord  Chester- 
field ;  —  Johnson.     '*  His    manner  was  ex- 


Ac.  Ac.  *'  I  turn  from  this  comet  In  literature  {Dr.  Jokmon) 
to  its  Sun,  —  Mr.  Ha^tey  I  '* 

*'  Ms.  HaTLKT  to  IfiSS  SlWAKD. 

"5th  Augutt 
**  I  bsre  rend  the  *  Livef  of  the  Poett  *  with  u  much  tDdig- 
nation  as  joii  can  Rire  me  credit  for  —  with  a  str«nge  mix- 
tare  of  dptcftatinn  and  delight.  At  his  laniruage,  to  give  the 
devil  hU  dup.U  frequently  RUbllmc  .ind  enriched  with  certain 
dUbnIlcal  gracei  or  hi«  own,  I  continue  to  listen  to  him. 
whenever  he  •f>eakt,  with  an  equal  mixture  of  admiration 
and  abhorrence.'* 

Haylef  seemt  to  hare  heen  puxxled  between  hU  real  ad- 
miration of  Johnson  and  his  with  to  appear  to  share  the 
Indignation  of  his  fair  correspondent,  who  evidently  did  not 
Ilka  tlie  expression  of  **  dehgkt "  And  *' admiration '*  with 
which  Hayley  had  qualifled  his  censure.  She  therefore  art* 
ftollv  enough  seeks  to  enllvt  him  more  thnrotightv  In  her  cause 
hf  Insinuating  that  Johnson,  who  was  then  at  Lichfield,  and 
WDOn,  after  Churchill,  she  calls  "/mmofs^  Pompoto,"  had 
fpokeo  coldly  of  Hayley's  poetry,  while  she  **  krpt  an  fndfg- 
mmmi  sOenee/*  This  partly  nicceeds,  and  Haylef'i  replyla 
a  Uttto  mor«  nlMhctoiy  to  the  Irvftil  lady. 


aaisitelr  elegant,  and  he  had  more  knowle^ire 
^an  I  expected.**  Boawnu  ^'DidyoafM 
Sir,  his  conTersation  to  be  of  a  tnperior  itrleF" 
JoHNSox.  **Sir,  in  the  cofiTenakion  which  I 
had  with  him  I  had  the  best  right  to  rapemr- 
ity,  for  it  was  upon  philology  and  litentiirf.' 
Lord  Eliot,  who  had  trarelSd  at  the  Mae  tiine 
with  Mr.  Stanhope,  Lord  ChesteTiield*^  uttinl 
son,  justly  observed,  that  it  was  struffe  th&t 
a  man  who  showed  he  had  so  much  ilecti<  n 
for  his  son  as  Lord  Chesterfield  did,  br  writirir 
so  many  long  and  anxious  letters  to  kin. 
almost  all  of  them  when  he  was  secrKarr  r{ 
state,  which  certainly  was  a  proof  of  fnat 
goodness  of  disposition,  should  endesronr  u> 
make  his  son  a  rascal.  His  Lordshm  told  u* 
that  Foote  had  intended  to  bring  on  ue  fUcr » 
father  who  had  thus  tutored  his  son,  and  to  ^^ 
the  son  an  honest  man  to  everyone  dae,  biitpr»^ 
tising  his  father*s  mawtma  upon  him,  and  ebettir: 
him.  Johnson.  ^I  am  much  pleased  with  ;&<« 
design ;  but  I  think  there  was  no  occasioQ  n 
make  the  son  honest  at  all.  19^0 ;  he  shoal^i  \t 
a  consummate  rogue:  the  contrast  betvc-& 
honesty  and  knavery  would  be  the  stroor' 
It  should  be  contrived  so  that  the  fiti? 
should  be  the  only  safTerer  by  the  sob*s  TllLk-tj. 
and  thus  there  would  be  poetical  insdce." ' 

He  put  Lord  Eliot  in  mind  of  Dr. Wi'* 
Harte.*  •*  I  know,"  said  he,  •*  Harte  ww  v  • 
lordship's  tutor,  and  he  was  also  totor  to  t  j» 
Peterborough  family.  Plray,  my  lord,  do  jrc 
recollect  any  particulars  that  he  toM  jct:  : 
Lord  Peterborough?  He  is  a  fiiTourit^  •* 
mine  ^,  and  is  not  enonsh  known ;  his  r^i- 
racter  has  been  onlv  ventOaled  in  partr  pio- 
phlets.*'  Lord  Eliot  said,  if  I)r./ok^«c 
would  be  so  good  as  to  aak  hfan  any  qix«t.  *- 
he  would  tell  what  he  could  reeoUert  A- 
oordinglv  some  things  were  mentioMd  **r>:'.' 
said  his  lordship,  **  the  beat  aocount  of  L<  '• 
Peterborough  that  I  have  happened  U*  **  ' 
with  is  in  *Captahi  Carleton's  Memoin.'  U-l  - 
ton  was  descended  of  an  ancestor^  wk<>  \  • 
distinguished  himself  at  the  siege  of  1V-- 
He  was  an  officer ;  and,  what  was  ran*  it  *  • 
time,  had  some  knowledge  of  engTo«<*rv' 
Johnson  said,  he  had  never  hatrd  ot  the  ^' 


**  October  as.     Tour  aeepont  of 
that  noble  lerlathan  who  luhee  else 
•ublime  but  mlachievous  atom  of 

But  she  was  still  dlaaatisfled  l  '*  1  am 
'*  about  the  epithet  noA*/**  and  C 
lotiK  Mw-aaw  gmlimmtkim*  ot 
charity  and  fenins  on  the  one 
enTT,  mallanlty,  tUgaUrf,  and 

Mr.  Hat  ley  attenptfil  to  ridicnto  Job 
of  RmmAie  in  ooe  of  bit  dull 
DUlofttie  of  tbo  Deftd.  wbteb 

I  Johnson  Mid  that  he  had 
Chesterfield*!  ton.  at  Dodaley'a 
with  his  awkward  uiamMr  and 
help  asklDf  Mr.  Dodaley  wbo 
—  CaoKsa. 

*  See  amti,  p.  117.  n.  1.  ^C 
>  See  ontt,  p.  STSl  n.  S  t  Ub 

friends.  -.  Cioaia. 

*  This  Is  an  anadinwlam. 


4r!«%*« 
tn>ubi»d  •Mtr* 


t   I 

m 


lalte 


•W  ■* 


James's  see-Sf hu  loaf  frtar  to  Hko 
amualof  Memoire   wevo 
rolama.  -.  Cboata,  1SM< 


a  Ilia 
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Lord  Eliot  had  it  at  Port  Eliot ;  but,  after  a 

Cxi  deal  of  inquiry,  procured  a  copy  in 
ndoo,  and  sent  it  to  Johnson,  who  told  Sir 
Joshua  Reynolds  that  ho  was  going  to  bed 
when  it  came,  but  was  so  much  pleased  with 
It,  that  he  sat  up  till  he  had  read  it  through, 
and  found  in  it  such  an  air  of  truth,  that  he 
c«mld  not  doubt  of  its  authenticity ;  adding, 
with  a  smile  (in  allusion  to  Lord  Eliot  s 
having  recently  been  raised  to  the  peerage), 
**  I  did  not  think  VLtfounr  lord  could  have  men- 
tione<l  to  me  a  book  in  the  English  history  that 
was  not  known  to  me." 

An  addition  to  our  company  came  afler  we 
went  up  to  the  drawing-room ;  Dr  Johnson 
5c«>med  to  rise  in  spirits  as  his  audience  in- 
creased. He  said,  he  wished  Lord  Orford'a 
pictures*  and  Sir  Ashton  Lever's  museum* 
nii<;ht  be  purchased  by  the  public,  because 
both  the  money,  and  the  pictures,  and  the 
curiosities  would  remain  in  the  country; 
whereas  if  they  were  sold  into  another  king- 
dom, the  nation  would  indeed  get  some  money, 
hilt  would  lose  the  pictures  and  curiosities, 
whirh  it  would  be  desirable  we  should  have 
for  improvement  in  taste  and  natural  history. 
The  only  Question  was,  as  the  nation  was  much 
in  want  or  money,  whether  it  would  not  be 
liecter  to  take  a  large  price  from  a  foreign 
^t:lt(»? 

lie  entered  upon  a  curious  discussion  of  the 
flifn^rcnce  between  intuition  and  soeacity ;  one 
IxMng  immediate  in  its  eifect,  the  other  requir- 
in*X  tk  circuitous  process;  one,  he  observed,  was 
th(»  ^e  of  the  mmd,  the  other  the  nose  of  the 
mind.' 

A  young  gentleman*  present  took  up  the 

arirtiment  against  him,  and  maintained  that  no 

man  ever  thinks  of  the  nose  of  the  mind,  not 

::«i verting  that  though  that  figurative  sense 

v«M*ins  stranire  to  us,  as  veir  unusual,  it  is 

iriily  not  more  forced  than  Hamlet's  "In  my 

r/tin/Ts  eye^  Horatio."     He  persistetl  much  too 

IfmpTt   and  appeared  to  Johnson   as  putting 

hiniwlf  forward  as  his  antagonist  with  too 

mur^h  presumption ;  upon  which  he  called  to 

him  in  a  loud  tone,  "  What  is  it  you  are  con- 

t/»n<ling  for,  if  you  he  contending?** — And 

At'if'Twards,  imagining  that  the  gentleman  re- 

t«  >rt  f^l  upon  him  with  a  kind  of  smart  drollery, 

hi*  said,  **  Mr.  ♦•♦♦•,  it  does  not  become  you  to 

t.alk  so  to  me.    Besides,  ridicule  is  not  your 

talent;  you  have  there  neither  intuition  nor 

•.-iffacity.** — The  gentleman  protested  that  he 

inc**nded  no  improper  freedom,  but  had  the 

prr^tLtcfX   respect    for  Dr.  Johnson.     After  a 

iihort  pause,  during  which  we  were  somewhat 


t  Th«  Am  Timiflitoo  collMClon,  which  wm  foM  to  Uw 
KmptMft.  —  CsoKM. 

«  %\r  AthUm  L«v«t  wai  knlftlilM  hj  Gtom  the  Thtrd. 
f  tf»  dl«d  In  ITM.  Hit  eelelirat«d  mnamra  (vmlttMl  Iwfort  a 
romtnttt««  of  lh«  Hoom  of  ConmoM  at  MgOOM  )«aa  iliipniad 
tff.  tti  I7M.  bv  a  private  lottary,  to  Mr.  ParUnimi,  who  ra. 
•nn««d  it  to  AlMaa-pU^a.  Blackfriara*bridfa,  vhara  It  vaa 
fur  maay  yaan  opan  aa  as  asliiMtloii.    Tha  wraral  arttdat 


uneasy;  —  JoHNSoif.  "Give  me  your  hand. 
Sir.  You  were  too  tedious,  and  I  was  too 
short"  Mr.  •♦•♦♦.  "  Sir,  I  am  honoured  by 
your  attention  in  anyway."  Johhsok.  "Come, 
Sir,  let*s  have  no  more  of  it.  We  offended  one 
another  by  our  contention ;  let  us  not  offend 
the  company  by  our  compliments.** 

He  now  said,  he  wished  much  to  go  to  Italvt 
and  that  he  dreaded  paasing  the  winter  in 
England.  I  said  notoing;  but  enjoyed  a 
secret  satisfaction  in  thinking  that  I  had  taken 
the  most  effectual  measures  to  make  such  a 
scheme  practicable. 

On  Monday,  June  28.,  I  had  the  honour  to 
receive  from  the  Lord  Chancdlor  the  following 
letter : 

LORD  THURLOW  TO   MR.  BOSWELL. 

"  Sm,  —  I  should  haTe  answered  your  letter  im- 
mediately, if  (being  much  engaged  when  I  reeeired 
it)  I  bad  not  put  it  in  my  pocket,  and  forgot  to 
open  it  till  this  morning. 

**  I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  auggestion ; 
and  I  will  adopt  and  press  it  aa  &r  as  I  can.  The 
best  aigument,  I  am  sure,  and  I  hope  it  is  not 
likely  to  fail,  is  Dr.  Johnson's  merit.  But  it  will 
be  necessary,  if  I  should  be  so  unfortunate  as  to 
miss  seeing  you,  to  converse  with  Sir  Joshua  on  the 
sum  it  will  be  proper  to  ask,  —  in  short,  upon  the 
means  of  setting  him  out.  It  would  be  a  reflection 
on  us  all  if  such  a  man  should  perish  for  want  of 
the  means  to  take  care  of  his  health.     Yours,  &c., 

"  Thurlow.*' 

This  letter  gave  me  very  high  satisfaction ; 
I  next  day  went  and  showed  it  to  Sir  Joshua 
Reynolds,  who  was  exceedingly  pleased  with 
it.  He  thought  that  I  should  now  commu- 
nicate the  negotiation  to  Dr.  Johnson,  who 
might  afterwards  complain  if  the  attention 
with  which  he  had  been  honoured  should  be 
too  long  concealed  from  him.  I  intended  to 
set  out  for  Scotland  next  mominc ;  but  Sir 
Joshua  cordially  insisted  that  I  should  stay 
another  day,  that  Johnson  and  I  might  dine 
with  him,  that  we  three  might  talk  of  his 
Italian  tour,  and,  as  Sir  Joshua  expressed 
himself,  *•  have  it  all  out.*' 

I  hastened  to  Johnson,  and  was  told  by  him 
that  he  was  rather  better  to-day.  Boswbll. 
"I  am  very  anxious  about  you,  Sir,  and 
particularly  that  you  should  go  to  Italy  for 
the  winter,  which  1  believe  is  your  own  wish.** 
JoHNsoif .  "  It  is,  Sir.*'  Boswbll.  "  You 
have  no  objection,  I  presume,  but  the  money 
it  would  require.**  JoHHsmr.  "Why,  no. 
Sir.**    Upon  which  I  gave  him  a  particular 


of  vhlck  It  was  cwnpoatd  ware  allarwarti  lold  safwratalf  bjr 
auetfon.  —  Caoaia. 

*  Theaa  illuitratlont  ware  probablf  aagMSted  bf  the 
radlcaU  maaalnf  of  the  words  ;  imtuiUom,  fiTLatlD,  |»roparly 
bolonfs  to  «vrA<*  and  umaeUif  to  tmOL  —  Caoaaa. 

4  Tba  epithat  **po«iv'*  wai  addad  afkor  tha  two  first 
adltlom,  and  the  •••  •  •  MibMltutad  InHc^A  of  a  daah<— . 

rfaleh  naakM  h  prattjr  claar  that  yovaf  Mr.  BoriM  was 
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lit  Mucbfiin  in  dud,  after  three  dajs  at  illnen. 
le  was  one  of  tliose  who,  *s  Swift  sajri,  «(o«I  ai  a 
rrn  btlwttn  nt  and  dtalK     He  has,  I  hope,  made 

good  Bichanfie.  He  «M  Tery  pious  j  he  wds 
•ry  innocent ;  he  did  no  111 ;  and  of  doing  good 

continual    tennur  of  distresi  illoiTed  him  few 
iportunitie*;  he  vu  lerj  bighlj  esteemed  in  the 
„'hsrter]  home." 
-LeHer,. 

On  Sundaj,  Jane  27.,  I  fonnd  iim  rather 
etter.  I  mentioned  to  him  ajouiig  manirho 
OS  l^oing  tj>  J&maicti  with  his  wife  and  chil- 
ren,  in  cxpectalian  of  being  prorided  for  hy 
ro  of  her  brothera  settled  in  that  island,  one 
clec^jman  and  the  other  a  phrsiciaii.  Johd- 
w.    "  It  ii  a  wild  scheme.  Sir,  unless  he  has 

positive   and   deliberate  inTitttion.     There 
OS  n  poor  girt,  who  used  to  come  about  me, 
ho  had  a  cousin  in  Barbadoei,  that,  in  a  letter 
I  her,  expressed  a  wish  she  should  come  out 
1  that  island,  and  expatiated  on  the  comforts 
nd  happiness  of  her  situation.     The  ponr  g;irl 
ent  oat :  her  cousin  was  much  surprised,  and 
«ked  her  how   she   could  think  of  coming. 
Because,"  said  she,  ' you  invited  me.'  —  'Not 
,'  answered  the  eonsin.     The  letWrwia  then 
roduced.     '  I  sec  it  is  true,'  said  she,  '  that  I 
id  inviteyon ;  but  I  did  not  think  you  would 
nme.'      They  lodged   her  in   an  out-house, 
'here  she  passed  her  time  miierably ;  and  as 
Km  as  she  had  an  opportunity  she  returned 
)  En^and.     Always  tel 
f  people  goinj;  abroad 
oiion  of  being  well  ree 
'hich  you  mention,  it  ia 
lan  spends  all  he  gets,  an 
ot  know  how  mncit  he  is 

We  til  is  day  dined  at  Si 
■ith  General  Fnoli,  Lord 
;iiot,  of  Port  Eliot),  Di 
tlier  company.  Talkini 
eld ;  —  JoHBsos.     "  Hi 


Saisildy  el^^t,  and  he  had  more  knoaW:; 
las  I  expected."  BoewvLt.  "  Did  j<n  f.T>i 
Sir,  hif  conyenation  to  be  of  aiupmoritTli'' 
JoHKBOM.  "Sir,  in  the  coatenKtCD  wk^  I 
had  with  him  I  had  the  bat  right  to  iBpnint- 
ity,  for  it  was  upon  philoJoej  and  iilttasK.' 
Lord  Eliot,  who  had  trayelled  at  the  tmt  W 
with  Mr.  Stanhope,  Lord  ChetterfieM'sBitEn] 
son,  justly  ob^erred,  that  it  wa«  ttnon  iW 
a  man  who  showed  be  had  so  mark  i«c:i^ 
for  his  son  as  Lord  Cheiterfield  did,  by  wriiir; 
so  many  long  and  anxioui  letten  U  Ilb. 
almoM  all  of  them  when  he  wm  MOttur  >^ 
stal«,  which  certainly  was  a  tsDof  of  fmr 
gooilnets  of  disposition,  should  endnroir  w 
make  his  son  a  rascal.  His  Lordibio  idd  u 
that  Foote  bad  intend«d  to  bring  oa  the  sir  ■ 
father  who  had  thus  tutored  hi*  boil,  and  tn  ibc* 
the  son  an  honeat  man  to  every  one  else,  bii  ^■ 
tiring  hisfather'smaxims  upon  him, and  LJ»i>ii; 
him.  Joosson.  "I  am  much  pleased  villi '?:' 
design  ;  but  I  think  then  wm  no  occnra  i 
make  the  son  honeit  at  alL  No;  beAoal'i  tt 
a  consummate  rogue :  the  contrut  betim 
honesty  and  knavery  would  be  the  Mnw 
Jt  ihould  be  contrived  ao  that  the  Cits^ 
should  be  the  only  Bofierer  by  the  son'l  nUiD^. 


and  thns  there  would  be  poetical  jus 

He  put  Lord  Eliot  in  mind  of  Dr.  n  >■ 
Harte."     "  I  know,"  laid  he,  "  Harte  ng  n 


lordship's  tutor,  and  he  waa  also  tDlsr 
Peterborough  family.     Pray,  my  lord,  dn 
recollect  any  particulars  that  he  told  ti< 
Lord  Peterborough  P      He  it  •  fiionriu 
mine  ',  and  is  not  enou^  knoin:  kii  or 
racter  has  been  onlv  venldated  m  pam  ^vi 
Dhlets."      Lord  E&ot    said,    it  Dr.J'>-b^ 


ijibnIlcBl  fltttt  of  h^l  awn,  I  < 
hfneiT  np  ipe*lu,wUb  hi  rq 


hMh  Millar  had  iifUlHM  hli  n 

''V  "°ii!5i  *"uial  j""  »!!'"  hn 

nkm  cDldiT  at  Harlvr^i  fntrr- 
aaf  illrwr."    ThU  ftnlj  men 


ss/i.n. 
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Lord  Eliot  Iiad  it  st  Fort  Elint ;  but,  after  a 
good  deal  of  inqiury,  procured  a  copT  in 
London,  uid  sent  it  tn  Johnson,  vho  ifild  Sir 
Jittbua  Rejoolds  that  bo  was  going  to  bed 
when  it  came,  but  wa»  to  much  pleaded  witb 
it,  that  he  sat  np  till  he  bad  reaa  it  tbrongh, 
and  found  in  it  such  an  air  of  truth,  that  he 
enuld  not  dnubt  of  its  authenticitj ;  addin?, 
irlth  a  mnile  (in  allusion  to  Lord  Eliot  s 
laving  recently  been  railed  to  the  peerage), 
"  I  did  not  think  agmmglord  could  hare  men- 
-Cioned  to  me  a  book  in  the  English  hiitorj  that 

An  adiiition  to  our  company  came  after  we 
-OTcnt  up  to  the  drawing-room ;  Dr  Johnson 
-stcf  tned  to  rise  in  spirits  as  his  audience  jn- 
<_-roascd.  He  said,  he  wished  Lord  Oribrd's 
j>ictures'  and  Sir  Ashton  Leyer's  museum' 
ruipht  be  purchsaed  by  the  public,  because 
[x-itb  the  moner,  and  the  pictures,  and  the 
■  lariosities  would  remain  m  the  country ; 
v-liereas  if  they  were  sold  Into  another  king- 
lom,  the  nation  would  indeed  get  some  money, 

•  it  iTould  lose  the  pictures  and  curiosities, 
rJiii^h  it  would  be  desirable  we  should  have 

•  I-  improTcmciit  in  taste  and  natural  history. 
'tie  oidy  nuestion  was,  as  the  nation  was  much 
1  muit  of  monef,  whether  it  would  not  be 
^tter   to  take  a  large  pice  from  a  foreign 

I  Ic  <mtered  upon  a  curious  discussion  of  the 
ilT'Tcnce  between  intuition  and  sncacily ;  one 
--■□^  immediate  in  its  effect,  the  other  requir- 
i-j  a  circuitous  proce«»;  one,  he  observed,  was 
'i'-  eye  of  the  mtnd,  the  other  the  nots  of  the 
nin-l.* 

A  jonnp  Kentlotnan*  present  took  up  the 

irrr-ini^nt  ajjninst  him,  and  maintained  that  no 

K-ii  pviT  thinks  of  the  bm*  of  Ikr  mind,  not 

••I'Ttinn   that  though  that  figarative   sense 

*■  tnt    Miranjre  to  lis,  as  rery  unusual,  it  is 

f.iT  ni>t  more  fornil  than  Hamlet's  "  In  my 

.ai'.-i'ji   /"ff',  Horatio."     He  persislod  much  too 

,V?-    >>"'l   ap]>earcd   to  Johnson   as   putting 

L  ."If    fnrwanl  as   his   Bnla|conIi>t   with   too 

i'h  i>resnmption ;  upon  which  he  called  to 

.fa  in  a  loud  tone,  "  What  is  it  you  arc  cnn- 

llinir   *"'"■.  'f  y""  *'  conlendinK?"  — And 

t-wariK  imfl^iiii'iK  thftt  the  gentleman  re- 

1-1  upon  him  with  a  kind  of  smart  drollery, 

lirl,  ■'  Mr.  •••*•,  it  doi's  not  become  you  to 

to  me.     Bc'idrti,  ridicule  is  not  your 

;  you  have  tlirre  neither  intuition  nor 

"  —The  gentlemnn  protented  that  he 


uneasy; — JoHnsoif.  "Give  me  yoi:r  hand. 
Sir.  lou  were  too  tedions,  and  I  was  too 
short."    Mr.  •••••.    "  Sir,  I  am  honoured  by 

S)ur  attention  in  any  way."  Johvsom.  "Come, 
ir,  let's  have  no  more  of  it  We  o6*ended  one 
another  by  our  contention  ;  let  us  not  offend 
the  company  by  our  compliments." 

He  now  said,  he  wished  much  to  go  to  Italy, 
and  that  he  dreaded  passing  the  winter  m 
England.  I  said  notbing ;  but  enjoyed  a 
secret  satisfaction  in  thinking  that  I  had  taken 
the  moat  effectual  measures  to  make  such « 
scheme  practicable. 

On  Monday,  June  28.,  I  had  the  honour  to 
receive  from  the  Lord  Chuicellor  the  following 
letter: 

LORD  THUBtOW   TO    MR.  BOSWELL. 

"  Sia,  —  I  iibiniM  hate  answered  your  letter  im- 
mediately, if  (bring  much  engaged  when  I  received 
it)  I  bad  not  put  it  in  my  pocket,  and  forgot  to 
open  it  till  thti  morning. 

"  I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  luggeMion ; 
■ud  I  will  idopl  and  pren  it «  &r»  I  can.  The 
best  argument,  1  am  sure,  and  J  hope  it  is  not 
likely  to  fail,  i>  Dr.  Johnion's  mciiL  But  it  will 
be  ncoeBHiy,  ir  I  thould  be  lo  unrortunatc  as  to 
nlEi  (eeing  you,  to  cootene  with  Sir  Joshua  on  [he 
■um  il  will  be  proper  to  uk,  —  in  thori,  upon  the 
means  of  letting  bim  out.  It  would  be  a  reflection 
on  ui  all  if  luch  a  nun  ibould  pcriih  Tot  want  of 
tbe  meant  to  take  care  of  hii  health.  Yours,  &e., 
"  Thb.low." 

Th'iR  letter  gare  me  Tery  high  salitfaction ; 
I  next  day  went  and  showed  it  to  Sir  Joshua 
Reynolds,  who  was  exceedingly  pleased  with 
it.  He  thought  that  I  should  now  commn* 
nicate  the  negotiation  to  Dr.  Johnson,'  who 
might  afterwar<Is  complain  if  the  attention 
with  which  he  bad  been  honoured  should  be 
too  long  concealed  from  him.  I  intendeil  to 
set  out  for  Scotland  next  morning ;  but  Sir 
Joshua  cordially  insisted  that  I  should  ttity 
another  day,  that  Johnson  and  I  might  dine 
with  him,  that  we  three  might  talk  of  his 
Italian  tour,  and,  as  Sir  Joshua  expressed 
himsflf,  "  have  it  nil  ont." 

I  hastened  to  Johnson,  and  was  told  by  htm 
that  he  was  rather  better  to-day,  Bosvbll. 
"  I  am  very  anxiotis  about  you.  Sir,  and 
partictdaHy  that  you  should  go  to  ItaJjr  for 
the  winter,  which  I  believe  is  your  own  wish.* 
Johhsoh.  "  It  is.  Sir.**  Boawnx.  "  Tou 
have  no  objectjon,  I  presume,  but  the  money 
it  would  require."  Jmrnaow.  "  Why,  no. 
Sir."     Upon  which  I  gave  him  a   particular 
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[JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  THRALE. 

*<  London,  June  2^.  1784. 
"A  menage  came  to  me  yesterday  to  tell  me 
that  Macbean  is  dead,  after  three  days  of  illness. 
He  was  one  of  those  who,  as  Swift  says,  stood  aa  a 
Mcreen  bttwefn  me  and  death.  He  has,  I  hope,  made 
a  good  exchange.  He  was  rery  ptous;  he  was 
very  innocent ;  he  did  no  ill ;  and  of  doing  good 
a  continual  tenour  of  distress  allowed  him  few 
opportunities ;  he  was  very  highly  esteemed  in  the 
[Charter]  house." 
—  Letter; 

On  Sunday,  Jane  27.,  I  fonnd  him  rather 
better.  I  mentioned  to  him  a  young  man  who 
was  going  to  Jamaica  with  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren, in  expectadon  of  being  prorided  for  hy 
two  of  her  orothers  settled  in  that  island,  one 
a  clergyman  and  the  other  a  physician.  John- 
son. ^  It  is  a  wild  scheme,  Sir,  unless  he  has 
a  positive  and  deliberate  invitation.  There 
was  a  poor  girl,  who  used  to  come  about  me, 
who  had  a  cousin  in  Barbadoes,  that,  in  a  letter 
to  her,  expressed  a  wish  she  should  come  out 
to  that  island,  and  expatiated  on  the  comforts 
and  happiness  of  her  situation.  The  poor  girl 
went  out :  her  cousin  was  much  surprised,  and 
asked  her  how  she  could  think  of  coming. 
*  Because,'  said  she,  *  you  invited  me.' —  *  Not 
I,'  answered  the  cousm.  The  letter  was  then 
produced.  '  I  see  it  is  true,'  said  she,  *  that  I 
did  invitcyou :  but  I  did  not  think  you  would 
come.'  They  lodged  her  in  an  out-house, 
where  she  passed  her  time  miserably ;  and  as 
soon  as  she  had  an  opportunity  she  returned 
to  England.  Always  tell  this  when  you  hear 
of  people  going  abroad  to  relations  upon  a 
notion  of  being  well  received.  In  the  case 
which  you  mention,  it  is  probable  the  clergy- 
man spends  all  he  gets,  and  the  physician  does 
not  know  how  much  he  is  to  get." 

We  tins  day  dined  at  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds's, 
with  General  Paoli,  Lord  Eliot  (formerly  Mr. 
Eliot,  of  Port  Eliot),  Dr.  Beattic,  and  some 
other  company.  Talkin$r  of  Lord  Chester- 
field ;  —  Johnson.     '*  His    manner  was  ex- 


Ac.  ftc.  *'  I  turn  from  this  eomel  In  literature  {Dr.  Jokmon) 
to  its  Sim,  —  Mr,  Hayte^  I  ** 

**  Ma.  Hatlit  to  Miss  SiwAao. 

"  (Vth  Au^it 
**  I  hsre  rend  the  *  LiTei  of  the  Foett '  wf  th  u  much  Indigo 
nation  M  7011  rnn  Rive  me  credit  for  —  with  a  •tr4nKe  mix- 
ture nf  drtcttAtinn  and  delight.  At  hts  lan|rua|te,  to  giTe  the 
defll  hit  due.  is  freouently  subtlmr  .ind  enrich«^  with  certain 
diabolical  graces  of  hi«  own,  I  continue  to  listen  to  him, 
whenever  he  sfveaks,  with  an  equal  mixture  of  admiration 
and  abhorrence.'* 

Haylry  seems  to  hare  been  puzxled  between  his  real  ad- 
miration  of  Johntmi  and  hit  with  to  appear  to  share  the 
indignation  of  his  fair  corrcspon'lent.  whu  cvidentljr  did  not 
like  tlie  expression  of  'Mz/i^A/ "  and  "  Arfntira/fois  "  with 
which  Haylejr  had  qualified  his  censure.  She  therefore  art- 
ftallv  enough  seeks  to  enlitt  him  more  thomughtr  in  her  cause 
t»T  insinuating  that  Johnson,  who  was  then  at  Llehfleld,  and 
wnom,  a/lrr  ChurchtU,  she  calls  "/mmiiis^  Pompoto,**  had 
spoken  coldlv  of  Hajrley's  poetry,  while  she  "  krnt  an  fmdfg- 
mmml  tflenet?*  This  partly  succeeds,  and  Hajfer's  replrla 
a  Utile  more  flsHtfkctoiy  to  the  treftil  lad/. 


auisitelr  elegant,  and  he  had  more  knowMi^c 
lian  I  expected.**   Boswbu..    **  Did  yoo  trA 
Sir,  his  couTersation  to  be  of  a  raperior  strle  !*' 
JoHNaox.    '*Sir,  in  the  cooTersatioii  which  I 
had  with  him  I  had  the  beat  right  to  siipenar- 
ity,  for  it  waa  upon  philology  and  litentnre." 
Lord  Eliot,  who  had  travelled  at  the  sioie  ton^ 
with  llr.  Stanhope,  Lord  ChesiCTfield^s  Bitonl 
son,  justly  observed,  that  it  was  struige  that 
a  man  who  showed  he  had  so  much  iJeeti.-n 
for  his  son  as  Lord  Chesterfield  did,  br  writirc 
so  many  long  and  anxious  lett^'to  Kim, 
almost  ail  of  them  when  be  was  secrettir  fi 
state,  which  certainly  was  a  proof  of  p^* 
goodness  of  disposition,  shoidd  endcaTov  to 
make  his  son  a  rascal.    His  Lordship  toM  us 
that  Foote  had  intended  to  bring  on  tlie  stice  s 
father  who  had  thus  tutored  hia  son,  and  tA  %bbir 
the  son  an  honest  man  to  erery  one  dse,biit  pnr- 
tising  his  father*s  maw^ma  upon  him,  and  chntJ!; 
him.  Johnson.  ^  I  am  much  pleased  with  \i> 
design ;  but  I  think  there  was  no  oocasioa  t* 
make  the  son  honest  at  all.    No ;  he  riionld  rt 
a  consummate  rogue:  the  contrast  betwc^o 
honesty  and  knavery  would  be  the  strong 
It  should  be  contrived  so  that  the  fstb^r 
should  be  the  only  sufferer  by  the  soa*s  tiIUct. 
and  thus  there  would  be  poetical  iustSce." ' 

He  put  Lord  Eliot  in  mind  of  Dr.  Wl'/^ 
Harte.* ^  «*I  know,**  said  he,  ••  Harte wi?  y  r 
lordship's  tutor,  and  he  was  also  tator  to  tf 
Peterborough  family.  Pk«y,  my  lord,  do  r^ 
recollect  any  particulars  that  he  told  jim  -< 
Lord  Peterborough?  He  is  a  favouriv  •*•' 
mine  ',  and  is  not  enouch  known ;  his  rU- 
racter  has  been  only  ventilated  in  partv  jsv^ 
phlets.*'  Lord  EUot  said,  if  Dr.jTok-.-*. 
would  be  so  good  as  to  ask  him  any  qii«»*>*  * 
he  would  teU  what  he  coold  recollect  .1-*- 
cordinglv  some  things  were  mentkiied  ^'B.*.' 
said  his  lordship,  ^  the  best  acccmnt  of  b 
Peterborough  that  I  have  happened  t«M-  -  ^ 
with  is  in  'C^>tafai  Carieton*s  Memoin.*  U'  - 
ton  was  descended  of  an  ancevtor^  who  t. 
distinguished  himself  at  the  siege  of  1>'^ 
He  was  an  officer ;  and,  what  was  rare  &: '' > 
time,  had  some  knowledge  <^  engtoeerv 
Johnson  said,  he  had  never  heard  ot'  the  I*  - 


,> 


■*  October  S5.     Tonr  Mpant  of  r>iwyiiw  4e!l^s  rm 
that  noble  leviathan  who  lashet  Xh»  tnMifai#d  nmet*  • 
sublime  but  nlichteToaB  ttoraa  of  tm%niapfT  md  «•< 

But  she  waa  still  disaattsfled :  —  *'  I  ■■  doUow.*  t^ ' 
**  about  the  epithet  noAlr  ;**aBd  tb«a  ike  Mmisfc* 
long  see  saw  gatmamtk»»§  of  pralao  umA  mtmwem  *t 
charity  and  senitts  on  the  one  haad.  and  oThs sr-w 
envT,  maliinltj.  Mfocrr,  aad  Niprffwitlaa.  «■  tk*  aA«» 

Mr.  Hailey  attenptHl  to  rtdicttlw  JobMoa  la  ikr  ar 
of  Rmmble  in  one  of  bit  d«ll  rli 
Dialogue  of  the  Dead,  whkh 

>  Johnson  said  Ibal  he  had  «ne»  ae«a  Vr 
Chesterfield's  ton.  at  Dodslef  *s  thorn,  a^  was  m  Msn  ^ 
with  his  awkward  mannar  aiMi 
help  asking  Mr.  Dodslej  vho  he  wm... 
<— .CaoKta. 

*  See  ma.  p.  S17.  n.  1.  .C. 

*  See  Ais/r.  p.  STOi  b.  S  t  1 
friends.  —  Caosm. 

*  This  Is  an  anaihuwlttu. 

James's  ses-Bghtalonfprfar  to thw  atefwafOwt*.  ■'*" 
amttatof  Mewt^fn  vera   rwpiMatm^  la   |i 
Tolonie.  —  CBoatm,  IMS. 


'■  I 
•» 
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Lord  Eliot  had  it  at  Port  Eliot ;  but,  afler  a 
frocxl  deal  of  inquirj,  procured  a  copy  in 
London,  and  sent  it  to  Johnson,  who  told  Sir 
J<)!(hua  Rejnoldd  that  ho  was  going  to  bed 
when  it  came,  but  was  so  much  pleased  with 
it,  that  he  sat  up  till  he  had  rcaa  it  through, 
mid  found  in  it  such  an  air  of  truth,  that  he 
ivtuld  not  doubt  of  its  authenticitj ;  adding, 
with  a  smile  ^n  allusion  to  Lord  Eliot  s 
h:iving  recently  been  raised  to  the  peerage), 
^*  I  did  not  think  Ayotme^  lord  could  have  men- 
tionc<l  tome  a  book  in  the  English  history  that 
was  not  known  to  me." 

An  addition  to  our  company  came  after  we 
wont  up  to  the  drawing-room ;  Dr  Johnson 
5i*<>mcd  to  rise  in  spirits  as  his  audience  in* 
crorwed.  He  said,  he  wished  Lord  Orford's 
]>i(*tures'  and  Sir  Ashton  Lever's  museum* 
inii;ht  be  purchased  by  the  public,  because 
both  the  moncTi  And  the  pictures,  and  the 
ruriosities  would  remain  m  the  country ; 
whereas  if  they  were  sold  into  another  king- 
<1om,  the  nation  would  indeed  get  some  money, 
but  would  lose  the  pictures  and  curiosities, 
irl*ioh  it  would  be  desirable  we  should  have 
for  improvement  in  taste  and  natural  history. 
The  only  question  was,  as  the  nation  was  much 
in  want  of  money,  whether  it  would  not  be 
lM.^tter  to  take  a  large  price  from  a  foreign 

I  Ic  entered  upon  a  curious  discussion  of  the 
<!Itn 'fence  between  intuition  and  sagacity ;  one 
1  filing  immediate  in  its  effect,  the  other  requir- 
ing^ a  circuitous  process;  one,  he  observed,  waa 
t\u'  eye  of  the  mind,  the  other  the  nose  of  the 
niin*l.' 

A  younj»  gentlctnan*  present  took  up  the 
nr:;iiment  against  him,  and  maintained  that  no 
ni.iii  ever  thinks  of  the  no$e  of  the  mind^  not 
"I verting  that  though  that  figurative  sense 
••••niH  strange  to  us,  as  venr  unusual,  it  is 
f.-'ily  not  more  forced  than  Hamlet's  "In  my 
'ninn$  eyfy  Horatio."  He  persisted  much  too 
lonpr,  and  appeare<l  to  Johnson  as  putting 
hifri444f  forward  as  his  antagonist  with  too 
much  prMumption ;  upon  which  he  called  to 
him  in  a  loud  tone,  "  \>'hat  is  it  you  are  con- 
tending for,  if  you  he  contending?" — And 
AfN'rwards,  imagining  that  the  gentleman  re- 
r4»rt«Ml  upon  him  with  a  kind  of  smart  drollery, 
\\f*  said,  **  Mr.  •••♦♦,  it  does  not  become  you  to 
t:iJk  so  to  me.  Besides,  ridicule  is  not  your 
t:il<'nt;  you  have  there  neither  intuition  nor 
-a^noity.  — The  gentleman  protested  that  he 
T  nt Muded  no  improper  freedom,  but  had  the 
^jrratest  respect  for  Dr.  Johnson.  AAer  a 
f«hort  pause,  during  which  we  were  somewhat 


\  Th*  Am  Houfhtoo  eolltetloa,  whkk  wm  told  to  ths 
FmpreM,  —  Ctoan. 

«  <«ir  Athlna  L«r#r  was  knifhlMl  hf  flfom  Um  Third. 
He  dtod  In  l7iS.  Hli  oel«brat«d  maMam  (valuMl  bvfort  • 
r'imtnlttM  of  Ui«  Houm  of  ConmoM  at  SSjOOQI  )«rM  dlapoMd 
ttf  in  ITai.  by  •  private  lotiary,  to  Mr.  ParkiDtmi«  who  ra. 
rn^ed  It  to  AlMoo^filaea,  Blaekfriara-brldia.  wbara  It  waa 
i,gr  fimjr  yaan  op«o  aa  an  axhlbttloii.    Tha  aavaral  artlelat 


uneasy; — Johnson.  "Give  me  your  hand. 
Sir.  You  were  too  tedious,  and  I  was  too 
short."  Mr.  ♦•••♦.  "  Sir,  I  am  honoured  by 
your  attention  in  anyway."  Johnson.  "Come, 
sir,  let's  have  no  more  of  it.  We  offended  one 
another  by  our  contention ;  let  us  not  offend 
the  company  by  our  compliments.'* 

He  now  said,  he  wishea  much  to  go  to  Italy, 
and  that  he  dreaded  passing  the  winter  m 
England.  I  said  nothing;  but  enjoyed  a 
secret  satisfaction  in  thinking  that  I  had  taken 
the  most  effectual  measures  to  make  such  a 
scheme  practicable. 

On  Monday,  June  28.,  I  had  the  honour  to 
receive  from  the  Lord  Chancellor  the  following 
letter: 


LORD  THURLOW  TO   MR.  BOSWELL. 

"  Sir,  — I  should  have  answered  your  letter  im- 
mediately, if  (being  much  engaged  when  I  received 
it)  I  bad  not  put  it  in  my  pocket,  and  forgot  to 
open  it  till  this  morning. 

**  I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  mggestion ; 
and  I  will  adopt  and  press  it  as  &r  as  I  can.  The 
best  argument,  I  am  sure,  and  I  hope  it  is  not 
likely  to  &il,  is  Dr.  Johnson's  merit.  But  it  will 
be  necessary,  if  I  should  be  so  unfortunate  as  to 
miss  seeing  you,  to  converse  with  Sir  Joshua  on  the 
sum  it  will  be  proper  to  ask,  —  in  short,  upon  the 
means  of  setting  him  out.  It  would  be  a  reflection 
on  us  all  if  such  a  man  should  perish  for  want  of 
the  means  to  take  care  of  his  health.     Yours,  &c., 

"  Thurlow/' 

This  letter  gave  me  very  high  satisfaction ; 
I  next  day  went  and  showed  it  to  Sir  Joshua 
Reynolds,  who  was  exceedincrly  pleased  with 
it.  He  thought  that  I  should  now  commu- 
nicate the  negotiation  to  Dr.  Johnson,-  who 
might  aflerwanls  complain  if  the  attention 
with  which  he  had  been  honoured  should  be 
too  long  concealed  from  him.  I  intended  to 
set  out  for  Scotland  next  morning ;  but  Sir 
Joshua  cordially  insisted  that  I  should  stay 
another  day,  that  Johnson  and  I  might  dine 
with  him,  that  wo  three  might  talk  of  his 
Italian  tour,  and,  as  Sir  Joshua  expressed 
himself,  "  have  it  all  out." 

I  hastened  to  Johnson,  and  was  told  by  him 
that  he  was  rather  better  to-day.    Boswbll.    | 
"I  am  very  anxious  about  you.   Sir,    and 
particularly  that  you  should  go  to  Italy  for 
the  winter,  which  I  believe  is  your  own  wish.** 
Johnson.     "  It  is,  Sir.**     BIoswbll.    "  You    • 
have  no  objection,  I  presume,  but  the  money    ' 
it  would  require.**     JoHNtoir.      "Why,   no, 
Sir.**    Upon  which  I  gave  him  a  particular 


of  whl^  it  was  cwaposad  wars  aftarwardt  told  Mparatolj  bf 
auction.  -^  CaosiB. 

>  TbaM  Ulaftratlont  war*  pfobablf  sofiastad  hf  Cbo 
radkaU  naaofaif  of  Iho  wofdt ;  AilMf/aa,  la  Lailo,  proparlj 
balonaa  to  ««Af«  and  mgncHif  to  tmeU. — Caoaaa. 

*  Tha  aplthat  **ya«Hf '*  was  addad  altar  the  two  first 
adltioos,and  the  ••  •  •  •  subatttutad  faitlcad  of  a  daab  — . 
which  makes  U  pretty  dear  that  yownf  Mr.  Barka  was 

3i>  4 
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account  of  what  hud  been  done,  and  read  to 
him  the  Lord  Chancellor*B  letter.  He  listened 
with  much  attention ;  then  warmly  sud,  *^  This 
is  taking  prodigious  pains  about  a  man.**  "  O, 
Sir,**  said  I,  with  most  sincere  affection,  ^*  jour 
friends  would  do  everj  thing  for  you.**  He 
paused,  —  grew  more  and  more  agitated, — 
till  t^ars  started  into  his  eyes,  and  he  exclaimed 
with  fervent  emotion,  *^God  bless  you  all!** 
I  was  so  affected  that  I  also  shed  tears.  After 
a  short  silence,  he  renewed  and  extended  his 

frateful  benediction,  "'  God  bjess  you  aU,  for 
Esus  Chbist*s  sake.**  We  both  remained  for 
some  time  unable  to  speak.  He  rose  suddenly 
and  quitted  the  room,  quite,  melted  in  tender- 
ness. He  staid  but  a  short  time,  till  he  had 
recovered  his  firmness :  soon  after  he  returned 
I  Icfl  him,  having.first  eqgageci  him  to  dine  at 
Sir  Joshua  ReynoIds*s  next  day. 

I  never  was  again  under  that  -roof  which  I 
had  so  Ions  reverenced. 

On  Wednesday,  June  30.,  the  friendly  con* 
fidential  dinner  with  Sir.  Jo&hua  Reynold  took 

flace,  no  other  conxpany  beinf  present.  .  Had 
known  that  this  was  the  lost  time  that  I 
should  enjoy  in  this  world  the  conversation  of 
a  friend  whom  I  so  much  respected,  and  from 
whom  I  derived  so  much  instruction  and  en- 
tertainment, I  should  have  'been  deeply  af- 
fected. When  I  now  look  back  to  it,  1  am 
vexed  that  a  single  word  should  have  been 
forgotten. 

Both  Sir  Joshua  and  I  were  so  sanguine  in 
our  expectations,  that  we  expatiated  with  con- 
fidence on  the  liberal  provision  which  we  were 
sure  would  be  made  for  him,  conjecturing 
whether  munificence  would  be  displayed  in  one 
large  donation,  or  in  an  ample  increase  of  his 
pension.  He  himself  catched  so  much  of  our 
enthusiasm  as  t-o  allow  himself  to  suppose  it 
not  impossible  that  our  hopes  might  in  one 
way  or  other  be  realised.  He  said  that  he 
would  rather  have  his  pension  doubled  than  a 
grant  of  a  thousand  pounds.  ^*  For,**  said  he, 
''*•  though  probably  I  may  not  live  to  receive  as 
much  as  a  thousand  pounds,  a  man  would  have 
the  consciousness  that  he  should  pass  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life  in  splendour,  how  long 
soever  it  might  be.**  Considering  what  a 
moderate  proportion  an  income  of  six  hundred 
pounds  a-year  bears  to  innumerable  fortunes 
m  this  country,  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  a 
man  so  truly  great  should  think  it  splendour. 

As  an  instance  of  extraordinary  liberality  of 
friendship,  he  told  us  that  Dr.  Brocklesby  had 
upon  this  occasion  offered  him  a  hundred  a 


>  It  ahoald  be  recollected  that  the  smUble  and  aceom- 
plUhed  man  who  made  this  generous  offier  to  the  Torp 
champion  was  a  keen  IVhigi  •nd  U  Is  stated  In  the  J9N^• 

firaplueai  DiOhnmrff,  that  lie  nressed  Johnson  la  his  last 
Iness  to  remove  to  his  house  lor  the  more  immediate  con- 
Tenlence  of  medical  adrice.  Dr.  Brocklesby  died  in  1797. 
art.  76.  He  was  a  irery  Intimate  friend  or  the  eelehrated 
Charles  Townshend,  as  welt  as  of  Mr.  Burke,  to  whom  he 
bad  bequeathed  lOOOf.  hi  his  will ;  but  recollectinf  that  he 
might  outlive  bis  Mend,  or  that  the  legacj  might  firil  when 


year  for  his  life.'    A  grateful  tear  started  into 
his  eye,  as  he  spoke  this  in  a  faltering  tone. 

Sir  Joshua  and  I  endeavoured  to  flatter  his 
imagination  with  agreeable  prospects  of  hap- 
piness in  Italy.  ^  Nay,"  said  he,  **  I  most  not 
expect  much  of  that;  when  a  man  goes  to 
Italy  merely  to  feel  how  he  breathes  the  air, 
he  can  enjoy  very  little." 

Our  conversation  turned  upon  living  in  the 
country,  which  Johnson,  whose  mi&kiuktAj 
mind  required  the  dissipation  of  quick  suc- 
cessive variety,  had  habitual  himself  to 
consider  as  a  kind  of  mental  Imprisonment. 
^' Yet,  Sir,*'  said  I,  >*  there  are  many  peopie 
who  are  content  to  iive  in  the  countsry.** 
JoHNSOK.  ^  Sir,  it  is  in  the  inteUeGtual  world 
as  in  the  physical  world:  we  sre  told  by 
natural  philosophers  that  a  oody  is  at  rest  m 
the  place  that  is  fit  for  it :  they  who  are 
content  to  live  in  the  country  are  fit  for  the 
country." 

Talking  of  various  enjoym«ita,  I  argued 
that  a  remiement  of  taste  was  a  diaadvAktage, 
as  they  who  have  attained  to  it  must  be 
seldomer  pleased  than  those,  who  have  do  nice 
discrimination,  and  are  therefore  satisfied  with 
every  thing  that  comes  in  their  waj.  Johksos. 
"  Nay,  Sir,  that  is  a  paltry  noUoo.  Endea- 
vour to  be  as  perfect  as  yea  can  in  every 
respect." 

I  accompanied  him  in  Sir  Joshua  Heynoids*3 
coach  to  tne  entry  of  Bolt  Court.  He  asked 
me  whether  I  would  not  go  with  him  to  his 
house ;  I  declined  it,  from  an  apprehenaion 
that  my  spirits  would  sink.  We  bade  adieu 
to  each  other  affectionately  in  the  carria,^ 
When  he  had  got  down  upon  the  foot  pavement, 
he  called  out,  ^  Fare  you  well  I"  ana,  without 
looking  back,  sprang  away  with  a  kind  of 
pathetic  brbkness,  if  I  may  use  that  expr^sion, 
which  seemed  to  indicate  a  struggle  to  conced 
uneasiness,  and  impressed  me  with  a  foreboding 
of  our  long,  long  separation. 

I  remained  one  day  more  in  town,  to  have 
the  chance  of  talking  over  my  nesotiatioB 
with  the  Lord  Chancellor;  butthemiutiplicity 
of  his  lordship^s  important  engagements  did 
not  allow  of  it ;  BO  I  left  the  management  of 
the  business  in  Uie  hands  of  Sir  Joshua  Rey- 
nolds. 

Soon  after  this  time  Dr.  Johnson  had  the 
mortification  of  being  informed  by  Mrs.Thrale, 
that  '^  what  she  supposed  he  never  believed  ** 
was  true :  namely,  that  she  was  actually  going 
to  marry  Signer  Fiozzi,  an  Italian  miuie* 
master. 


I 


Mr.  Burke  did  not  want  It,  he  requeued  Mm  to 

from  hit  liiing  hand,  **  mtp^gmm  mm 

leiby*e  name  waa  the  mbiect  of  one  of  Mr.  Bart»% 

puna.  Inhere  wai,  ootemmmrf  with  hlaa,  in  Laadai 

quack  who  called  hlnualf  D9ei»r  Rock.    One  day  Mr. 

called  Bruekletby  Doetar  Rodt,  and  on  bia  t^Ma 

oflhnce  at  thie  durepotable  aMellaliea, 

prove  m^gebraiea/bf  thai  Rodi  waa  bia 

^*  Brock  >  ft»  ilodt.**  or  **  Bndkkm  b. 

~CaoKM. 


m   • 
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["MRflL  PIOZZI>  TO  JOHNSON. 

•«Bath.JiiiMSO.  17B4. 
**  Mr  BEAK  Sir,  —  The  cneloted  is  a  circular 
letter,  which  I  have  tent  to  all  the  guardians ;  but 
our  friendship  dcmanda  somewhat  more:  it  re- 
quires that  I  should  beg  your  pardon  for  conceal- 
ing  from  you  a  connexion  which  you  must  hare 
heard  of  by  many,  but  I  suppose  never  believed. 
Indeed,  my  dear  Sir,  it  was  concealed  only  to  save 
us  both  nc«dless  pain,  I  could  not  have  borne  to 
reject  that  eounsel  it  would  have  killed  me  to  take, 
and  I  only  tell  it  you  now  becsuse  all  if  irrevocably 
settled,  and  out  of  your  power  to  prevent.  I  will 
say,  however,  that  the  dread  of  your  disapprobation 
ha.<«  given  me  some  anxious  moments,  and  though, 
perhaps  I  am  become  by  many  privations  the  most 
independent  woman  in  the  world,  I  feel  at  if  acting 
without  a  parent's  conaent  ttU  you  write  kindly  to 
your  faithful  servant,  H.  L.  P.*'] 

—  Letterg, 

He  endeaToared  to  prevent  it,  but  in  y9uu 

["JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  PIOZZT. 

**  Londoo,  July  8. 1784. 

**  Dcaa  Maoax,— -What  you  have  done,  how- 
ever I  may  lament  it,  I  have  no  pretence  to  resent, 
as  it  has  not  been  injurious  to  me;  I  therefore 
breathe  out  one  sigh  more  of  tenderness*  perhaps 
uwle<»,  but  at  least  sincere. 

**  1  wish  that  God  ma^  grant  you  every  blessing, 
that  you  may  be  happy  m  this  world  for  its  short 
continuance,  and  eternally  happy  in  a  better  state ; 
and  whatever  I  can  contribute  to  your  happiness  I 
am  very  ready  to  repay,  for  that  kindness  which 
soothed  twenty  years  of  a  life  radically  wretched. 

**  Do  not  think  slightly  of  the  advice  which  I 
now  presume  to  offer.  Prevail  upon  M.  Pioni  to 
%ettle  in  England :  you  may  live  here  with  more 
(Ji:cnity  than  in  Italy,  and  with  more  security : 
vour  rank  will  be  higher,  and  your  fortune  more 
under  your  own  eye.  I  desire  not  to  detail  all  my 
reaions,  but  every  argument  of  prudence  and  io- 
tereit  is  for  England,  and  onlv  some  phantoms  of 
imagination  seduce  you  to  Italy. 

**  I  am  afraid,  however,  that  my  counsel  is  vain ; 
yet  I  have  eased  my  heart  by  giving  it. 

**  When  Queen  Mary  took  the  resolution  of 
sheltering  herself  in  England,  the  Archbishop  of 
Su  Andrew's,  attempting  to  dissuade  her,  attended 
on  her  journey ;  and  when  they  came  to  the  irre- 
meable stream  that  separated  the  two  kingdoms, 
walked  by  her  side  into  the  water,  in  the  middle 
of  which  he  teixed  her  bridle,  and  with  earnestness 
proportioned  to  her  danger  and  his  own  affection 
pres^  her  to  return.  The  queeo  went  forward. 
If  the  parallel  reaches  thus  fiir,  may  it  go  no  farther. 
The  tears  stand  in  my  eyes. 

**  I  am  going  into  Derbyshire,  and  hope  to  be 
followed  by  your  good  wishes,  for  I  am,  with  great 
aifection,  your,  Ac,  Sam.  Jommsom. 


1  tn  Che  lady's  own  pQbHcalloa  of  the  corrsspondeoop,  thU 
iMt^  U  gIvrB  as  tnm  Mrs.  Ficmai^  and  it  tlfoad  with  the 
I'^idal  or  bar  naw  name  i  Dr.  JohoMm's  aniwar  li  alio 
*rtdrfi»d  CO  Mrt.  Finwl,  and  both  Iba  lettart  allude  lo 


ttw  MMtter  aa  past ~ ben  at  •*arf<M,"hla  M'*d0iw;"7«l 
U  appMrt  bf  Uia  yartodkal  BoMic^tloat  of  tha  day.  tnat 
ih^  ■Mkrfiaea  did  not  taka  pUc«  until  tba  Mb  Jtjhf.  and 
MMlaaa  lyArMaf  daUt  U  *^mt  iMe  end  9f  Jmi^"    1  know 


**  Any  letters  that  come  for  roe  hither  will  be 
sent  me.**] 
—  Letten. 

If  she  vould  publish  the  whole  of  the  cor- 
respondence that  passed  between  Dr.  Johnson 
and  her  on  the  subject,  we  should  have  a  full 
▼lew  of  his  real  sentiments.  As  it  is,  our 
judgment  must  be  biassed  bj  that  charoc- 
terbtic  specimen  which  Sir  John  Hawkins  has 
given  us.* 

[■'  About  the  middle  of  1784,  he  was,  to  appear- 
ance, so  well,  that  both  himself  and  his  friends 
hoped  that  he  had  some  years  to  live.  He  had 
recovered  from  the  paralytic  stroke  of  the  last  year 
to  such  a  degree,  that,  saving  a  little  difficulty  in 
his  articulation,  he  had  no  remains  of  it ;  he  had 
also  undergone  a  slight  fit  of  the  gout,  and  con- 
quered an  oppresuon  on  his  lungs,  ao  as  to  be  able,  as 
himself  told  me,  to  run  up  the  whole  staircase  of  the 
Royal  Academy,  on  the  day  of  the  annual  dinner 
there.  In  short,  to  such  a  degree  of  health  was  he 
restored,  that  he  forgot  all  his  complaints :  he  re- 
sumed sitting  to  Opie  for  his  picture,  which  had 
been  begun  the  year  before,  but,  I  believe,  was 
never  finished,  and  accepted  an  invitation  to  the 
houseof  a  friend  at  Ashbourne  in  Derbyshire,  pro- 
posing to  stay  there  till  towards  the  end  of  the 
summer,  and,  in  his  return,  to  visit  Mrs.  Porter, 
his  daughter-in-law,  and  others  of  his  friends,  at 
Lichfield. 

**  A  few  weeks  before  his  setting  out,  be  was 
made  uneasy  by  a  report  that  the  widow  of  his 
friend  Mr.  llirale  waa  about  to  dispose  of  herself 
in  marriage  to  a  foreigner,  a  singer  by  profession, 
and  with  him  to  quit  the  kingdom.  Upon  this 
occasion,  he  took  the  alarm,  and  to  prevent  a 
degradation  of  herself,  and,  what  as  executor  of  her 
husband  was  more  his  concern,  the  desertion  of  her 
children,  wrote  to  her,  she  then  being  at  Bath, 
a  letter,  of  which  the  follow ihg  spurious  copy  was 
inserted  in  the  Gentleman'i  MagazinM  for  Decem- 
ber, 1784:— 

'^  MADAM,-.If  yon  are  already  igiMmiiniously 
married,  you  are  lost  beyond  all  ademption ;  <—  if 
you  are  not,  permit  me  one  hour's  conversation,  to 
convince  you  that  such  a  marriage  must  not  take 
place.  If,  after  a  whole  hour'a  reasoning,  you 
should  not  be  convinced,  you  will  still  be  at  liberty 
to  act  as  you  think  proper.  I  have  been  ex- 
tremely ill,  and  am  still  ill ;  but  if  you  grant  me 
the  audience  I  ask,  I  will  instantly  take  a  post- 
chaise  and  attend  you  at  Bath.  Pray  do  not  refuse 
this  favour  to  a  man  who  hath  so  many  years  loved 
and  honoured  you.** 

**  That  this  letter  is  spurious,  as  to  the  language, 
I  have  Johnson's  own  authority  for  saying ;  but,  in 
respect  of  the  sentiments,  he  avowed  it,  in  a  decla- 
ration to  me,  that  not  a  sentence  of  it  was  his,  but 
yet  that  it  was  an  adbaiAralioii  of  one  that  be  wrote 
upon  the  occasion.     It  may  therefore  be  suspected. 


not  bow  lo  seeoonC  Ibr  thit  bat  bf  toppoalag  that  Mrs. 
Plotsl.  to  avotd  JoboMMi't  la^ioruiDitlat,  vitbad  blai  to  im- 
darttand  at  4am  tbsC  «hleb  wat  ooly  $eUk4  Co  ba  dona. 
Anv  reader  vbo  U  curioot  about  tbit  mltarabla  mhmSUnmet 
will  Sod  It  mott  aerlBMMiloutly  dltOMtad  la  Borvitl'i  Strt^ 
tmres  In  tbo  Europaaa  Mjgaaloa  for  17SS.  -~  Caoass. 

•  Botwoll  bad  glvm  but  tba  last  aantanca  of  tba  CbUovI^ 
extract.    I  give  tba  wbola  paatafa.—  Caoaaa. 
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that  tome  one  who  had  heard  him  repeat  the  con- 
tents of  the  letter  had  given  it  to  the  public  in  the 
form  in  which  it  appeared. 

**  What  answer  was  returned  to  his  friendly 
monition  I  know  not,  but  it  seems  that  it  was  suc- 
ceeded by  a  letter  *  of  greater  length,  written,  as  it 
afterwards  appeared,  too  late  to  do  any  good,  in 
which  he  expressed  an  opinion,  that  the  person  to 
whom  it  was  addressed  had  forfeited  her  feme. 
The  answer  to  this  I  have  seen :  it  is  written  from 
Bath,  and  contains  an  indignant  vindication  as  well 
of  her  conduct  as  her  fame,  an  inhibition  of  Johnson 
from  following  her  to  Bath,  and  a  farewell,  con- 
cluding — '  Till  you  have  changed  your  opinion  of 
[Piosii]  let  us  converse  no  more.* 

**  From  the  style  of  the  letter,  a  conclusion  was 
to  be  drawn  that  baffled  all  the  powers  of  reasoning 
and  persuasion : 

**  One  argument  she  summ'd  up  all  in. 
The  thing  was  done  and  past  recalling;  *** 

which  being  the  case,  he  contented  himself  with 
reflecting  on  what  he  had  done  to  prevent  that 
which  he  thought  one  of  the  greatest  evils  that 
could  befall  the  progeny  of  his  friend,  the  alienation 
of  the  affections  of  their  mother.  He  looked  upon 
the  desertion  of  children  by  their  parents,  and  the 
withdrawing  from  them  that  protection,  that  mental 
nutriment,  which,  in  their  youth,  they  are  capable 
of  receiving,  the  exposing  them  to  the  snares  and 
temptations  of  the  world,  and  the  solicitations 
and  deceits  of  the  artful  and  designing,  as  most 
unnatural ;  and  in  a  letter  on  the  subject  to  me, 
written  from  Ashbourne,  thus  delivered  his  senti- 
ments:] 

"  *  Poor  Thrale  1  I  thought  that  either  her 
virtue  or  her  vice/  (meaning,  as  I  understood,  by 
the  former,  the  love  of  her  children,  and  by  the 
latter,  her  pride,)  'would  have  restrained  her  from 
such  a  marriage.  She  is  now  become  a  subject  for 
her  enemies  to  exult  over,  and  for  her  friends,  if  she 
has  any  left,  to  forget  or  pity.' " 

It  must  be  admitted  that  Johnson  derived 
a  considerable  portion  of  happiness  from  the 
comforts  and  elegancies  which  he  enjoyed  in 
Mr.  Thrale*s  famfiy;  but  Mrs.  Thrale  assures 
us  he  was  indebted  for  these  to  her  husband 
alone,  who  certainly  respected  him  sincerely. 
Her  words  are,  "  Veneration  for  hu  virtue,  re^ 
verencefor  his  talente,  delight  m  his  conversa' 
Hon,  and  habitual  endurance  of  a  yoke  my 
husband  first  put  upon  me,  and  of  which  he 
contentedly  bore  his  share  for  sixteen  or  seven- 
teen years,  -siade  me  go  on  so  long  with  Mr. 
Johnson ;  hut  the  perpetual  confinement  1  will 
oum  to  have  been  terrifying  tn  vie  first  years  of 


1  It  uppears  ai  if  Hsw^tni  (who  had  not  had  theadvsntage 
of  ••eina  the  corretpoiMtoaea  pulilished  bv  Mra.  Plottl) 
had  made  soma  coofualon  about  tbcM  lattert.  It  It 
clear  that  ihe  Jlrst  of  the  lerirs  most  have  been,  not  John- 
•on't  remonitrance,  but  ker  announcamaDt,  datnl  AalA, 
June  90.,  which  we  hafa  Jutt  ieen.  Tn  that  Johnion  majr 
have  replied  hv  thn  letter,  the  cnnteDta  of  which  are  tidmm- 
bratfdin  the  UfnOemam'i  MattnMe.  To  tbla  she  prote^ 
bly  rejoined  by  the  letter  which  Hawklni  lajrt  that  be  law, 
to  which  Johnton'a  of  the  Sth  of  July,  given  abOTO,  majr 
have  been  the  replv.  Hawkint  chinks  that  there  were  three 
leiteri  from  Dr.  Johnion,  whereas  it  seemi  probable  that 
there  ware  but  MM,  of  which  one  only  Is  preaerved.  — 
Caoasa. 


our  friendships  and  irksome  in  the  kut ;  nor 
could  I  pretend  to  support  it  without  kelp,  ttktn 
my  coaajutor  was  no  more.^  Alas !  now  dif- 
ferent is  this  from  the  declarations  which  I 
have  heard  Mrs.  Thrale  make  in  his  lifetime, 
without  a  single  murmur  against  any  peca* 
liarities,  or  a^nst  any  one  circumstance  whidi 
attended  their  intimacy ! 

As  a  sincere  fnend  of  the  greftt  man  whoK  [ 
life  I  am  writing,  I  think  it  neceaaiy  to  guard 
my  readers  against  the  mistaken  notion  ^Dr. 
Johnson*8  character,  which  this  Lady*a  "  Anec- 
dotes" of  lum  suffsest;  fbr,  fiiom  the  rerj  I 
nature  and  form  ofner  book,  **  it  lends  decep- 
tion lighter  wings  to  fly.** 

'*Let  it  be  xemembered,"  says  an  cminaot  eritic', 
*'that  ahe  has  eompriicd  in  a  small  wolome  all  that 
she  could  recollect  of  Dr.  Johnson  in  tmtmty  yesn, 
during  which  period,  doubtless,  some  aercre  tbingi 
were  said  by  him :  and  they  who  read  the  book  ia 
two  howrt  naturally  enough  suppose  that  his  whole 
conversation  was  of  this  complexion.  Bat  the  hei 
is,  I  have  been  often  in  hu  company,  and  never 
once  heard  him  say  a  severe  thing  to  any  one ;  and 
many  others  can  attest  the  same.  When  he  did 
say  a  severe  thing,  it  was  generally  extorted  hj 
ignorance  pretending  to  knowledge,  or  by  extieajc 
vanity  or  affectation. 

"Two  instances  of  inaccuracy,**  adds  he^  **art 
peculiarly  worthy  of  notice.  i 

**  It  is  said,  '  that  natural  roughmus  of  ki»  t^anwr 
90  often  mentioned  wndd,  natwitketamdimg  the  rafw-    | 
larity  of  hie  notions,  buret  thromyh  them  aUfivm  time 
to  times  ond  he  once  hade  a  eery  eeMneted  laif 
[ffannah  JVore],  icho  praised  him  with  too  wmA  xeet  ' 
perhape,  or  perhape  too  strong  tm  emphasiM  fwhi^ 
always  offended  him),  consider  what  her  fioMtery  vn    > 
worOi  hrfore  she  choked  him  with  it.' 

**  Now  let  the  genuine  anecdote  be  contrssted  with 
this.  —  The  person  thus  represented  as  heioz 
harshly  treated,  though  a  very  celebrated  lady,  wv 
then  just  come  to  London  from  an  obaenre  sitoatioB 
in  the  country.  At  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds's  one 
evening,  she  met  Dr.  Johnson.  She  wcry  soon 
began  to  pay  her  court  to  him  in  the  most  fblaooDc 
strain.  *  Spare  me,  I  beseech  you,  dear  MadaTB,* 
was  his  reply.  She  still  laid  it  on,  •  Piray,  Madam.* 
let  us  have  no  more  of  this,*  he  rejoined.  Not 
paying  any  attention  to  these  warnings,  she  eoo- 
tinned  still  her  eulogy.  At  length,  provoked  by  this 
indelicate  and  vain  obtrusion  of  conpltaieiits,  he 
exclaimed,  *  Dearest  Lady,  consider  with  yoaiself 
what  your  flattery  is  worth,  before  yon  bestow  it  ao 
freely.' 

"How  different  does  this  story  appear,  when 
accompanied  with  all  those  cireumsfesBces  which 


•  Pope  and  Swift'i  Mlaeailanlei,  "PhylHs, 
of  Love.'*—  Bos%rBLL. 

^  Who  has  bean  ploaaad  Co  flmiUi  aM 

BOSWEU.. 

Thif  *«  criUc  *•  U  no  doabt  Mr. 
on  Mr&  Plossl'i  **  Anacdotaa*'  eentatn 
crltietoma.    Several  of  hla  aiaiilar 
already  notked,  with  my  reasooa  for 
from  both  Boawell  aad  Malooe  la 
PlossriworlL    Mr.  Maloae'i 
me  bf  Mr.  Marklaad,  who  mii 


of  the  Ubrary  of  the  tato 


reslly  belong  to  it,  but  whieh  Mn.  Thrale  either 
did  not  know,  or  has  suppressed ! 

**  She  says,  in  another  place,  *  Oas  genittmoHf  how^ 
ever,  who  dined  at  a  nMeman*»  house  in  hi$  ecmpan^, 
and  thai  of  Mr.  ThraUt  to  whom  I  waa  ehHged  fat 
the  anecdote^  wot  wiOiug  to  enter  the  tiett  in  defence  of 
King  WiBiam*e  eharatUr ;  and  having  opposed  a>ui 
eoniradicted  Johneeu  two  or  three  times,  pettibmUg 
enough,  ihs  master  of  the  houM  began  to  fed  wn/tasy^ 
and  expect  disagreeaUs  consequences  ;  to  avoid  which 
he  said,  hud  enough  for  the  doctor  to  hear,  *  Our 
friend  has  no  meaning  now  in  aU  tkiSf  except  juet  to 
relate  at  dub  to-morrow  how  he  teased  Johnson  at 
dinner  to-dag ;  Ais  is  all  to  do  himsdf  honour**  — 
*  Sot  npon  wtg  word,*  replied  the  otker,  *  I  see  no 
honour  in  it,  sshateoer  you  mag  dlo.*— '  WeU,  Sir' 
returned  Mr.  Johnson  stemlg,  *  if  gom  do  not  see  the 
honour,  I  am  sure  Ifed  the  disgrace.* 
I       **  This  is  all  sophisticated.     Mr.  Thrale  was  not 
I    in  the  company,  though  he  might  ba^e  related  the 
I    <tory  to  Mrs.  Thrale.    A  friend,  from  whom  I  had 
the  story,  was  present ;  and  it  was  not  at  the  house 
I   of  a  nobleman.    On  the  obserration  being  made  by 
the  master  of  the  house  on  a  gentleman's  contra- 
dicting Johnson,  that  he  had  talked  for  the  honour, 
&c.,  the  gentleman  muttered  in  a  low  voice, '  I  see 
I    no  honour  in  it  ;*  and  Dr.  Johnson  said  nothing : 
I   so  all  the  rest  (though  frieii  trouei)  ia  mere  garnish." 

I  haye  had  occasion  Beveral  times,  in  tlie 

'   course  of  this  work,  to  point  out  the  incorrect- 

nc.HS  of  Mrs.  Thrale  as  to  particulars  which 

,   confuted  with  my  own  knowledge.    But  in* 

!   deed  she  has,  in  flippant  terms  enough,  ex« 

pressed  her  disapprooation  of  that  anxions 

desire  of  authenticity  which  prompts  a  person 

who  k  to  record  conversations  to  write  them 

down  at  the  moment.  UnqncstionablT,  if  they 

I   are  to  be  recorded  at  all,  tne  sooner  it  is  done 

J   the  better.    This  lady  herself  says, 

**  To  rceolloct,  however,  and  to  repeat  the  sayings 
of  Dr.  Johnson,  is  almost  all  that  can  be  done  by 
the  writers  of  his  life ;  as  his  life,  at  least  since  my 
acquaintance  with  him,  consisted  in  little  else  than 
)  talking,  when  he  was  not  employed  in  some  serioiu 
piece  of  work.** 

She  boasts  of  her  having  kept  a  common- 
place  book;  and  we  find  she  noted,  at  one 
time  or  other,  in  a  very  lively  manner,  speci- 
mens of  the  conversation  of  ur*  Johnson,  and 
of  those  who  talked  with  him ;  but  had  she 
dr>ne  it  recently,  they  probably  would  have 
tKH>n  less  erroneous,  and  we  should  have  been 
n*lieved  from  those  disagreeable  doubts  of 
their  authenticity  with  which  we  must  now 
pursue  them. 

She  says  of  him,  — 


t  Mr*.  Plngfi  msf  here  bssa  riaht  or  vroos  ss  to  the 
drgree  In  which  Dr.  Johnton't  ladolonco  oporated  on  tboM 
nc-f  Atlons  I  but  St  leMt  sho  was  ■iocare,  for  ibe  did  not  eon- 
re*!  /rem  Joknsen  At'mK^  thai  ehm  thoosht  blm  n«flii«nt  In 
doina  Mnall  favours  x  and  Mr.  BotwolPt  owa  work  aflbrdi 
t^vernl  tnitancM  in  wlilch  Johnsoo  sxhlMtt  sad  avowt  tbo 
rontrMlictHNii  In  bit  rharactrr  which  aro  h«ro  hapotod  to 
%lr».  P)o«Kl  as  total  mUrcpretcnUtkmt.  Tbo  trutta  mobis 
tA  bo  that  to  all  Uio  llulo  Mlo  OMUtert  about  wbteb  Mrs. 
Pi'^tsl  t#a«od  him,  probably  tno  often,  h«  wee  vrrj  lodftibrsat  | 
ao4  sbe  datcrlbss  nlm  as  tbo  fouad  hlSB.  — Caoass. 


-  He  was  the  most  charitable  of  mortals,  without 
being  what  we  call  an  aetiTe  friend.  Admirable  at 
giting  counsel,  no  man  saw  his  way  so  clearly:  but 
he  would  not  stir  a  finder  for  the  assistance  of  those 
to  whom  he  was  willmg  enough  to  giro  adrice. 
And  again,  on  the  same  page,  *  If  you  wanted  a 
slight  favour,  you  must  apply  to  people  of  other 
dispositions;  for  not  a  step  would  Johnson  move  to 
obtain  a  man  a  vote  in  a  society,  to  repay  a  com* 
pliment  whieh  might  be  useful  or  pleasing,  to  write 
a  letter  of  request,  &c.,  or  to  obtain  a  hund*ed 
pounds  a  year  more  for  a  friend  who  perhaps  nad 
already  two  or  three.  Ko  force  could  urge  him  to 
diligence,  no  importunity  oould  conquer  his  reso- 
lution to  sUnd  stUL" 

It  is  amazing  that  one  who  had  such  oppor- 
tunities of  knowing  Dr.  Johnson  should  appear 
so  little  acquainted  with  his  real  character.  I 
am  sorry  this  ladj  does  not  advert,  that  she 
herself  contradicts  the  assertion  of  his  being 
obstinately  defective  in  the  petiiet  morales,  in 
the  little  endearing  charities  of  social  life  in 
conferring  smaller  favours ;  for  she  says, 

*'Dr.  Johnson  was  liberal  enough  in  granting 
literary  assistance  to  others,  I  think ;  and  innume- 
rable are  the  prefaces,  sennons,  lectures,  and  dedi- 
cations whieh  he  used  to  make  for  people  who 
begged  of  him.* 

I  am  certain  that  a  more  active  friend  has 
rarelv  been  found  in  an/  age.  This  work, 
which  I  fondly  hope  will  rescue  his  memory  from 
obloquv,  contains  a  thousand  instances  of  his 
benevolent  exertions  in  almost  everv  way  that 
can  be  conceived ;  and  particularly  m  employ- 
ing his  pen  with  a  generous  readiness  for  those 
to  whom  its  aid  could  be  useful.  Indeed  his 
obliging  activity  in  doing  little  offices  of  kind- 
ness, both  by  letters  ana  personal  application, 
was  one  of  the  most  remarkable  features  in 
his  character ;  and  for  the  truth  of  this  I  can 
appeal  to  a  number  of  his  respectable  friends : 
Sir  Joshua' Reynolds,  Mr.  Langton,  Mr.  Ha- 
milton, Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Windham,  Mr.  Malone, 
the  Bishop  of  Dromore,  Sir  William  Scott, 
Sir  Robert  Chambers.  And  can  Mrs.  Thrale 
forget  the  advertisements  which  he  wrote  for 
her  husband  at  the  time  of  his  election  contest; 
the  epitaphs  on  him  and  her  mother;  the 
playfiil  and  even  trifling  verses  for  the  amuse- 
ment of  her  and  her  daughters,  his  correspond- 
ing with  her  children,  and  entering  into  their 
minute  concerns,  which  shows  him  m  the  most 
amiable  light  ?  * 

She  relates  — 

"  That  Mr.  Cholnondeley  '  uneipectedly  rode 
up  to  Mr.  Thrale's  carriage,  in  which  Mr.  Thrale, 

*  Oeorco  Jsmts  Chohnotid^lsy.  Riq.,  srsndton  of  Oforfo, 
third  Bar!  of  CboUnondolojr,  and  one  of  th«  n«mnitMl  m^rt  of 
eselao  t  s  ssot'^wsa  rciprHod  for  bis  aMlltii^  and  rlefanca 
ef  mumen.  —  Boowsll.  He  was  tbo  ion  of  the  Mn.  Choi- 
BMwdslty  [p.  149.  n.  S.  J  to  nitra  oMtrttonML  When  I  rpofeo 
to  btai  a  fow  years  before  hU  dratb  upon  tbii  point,  I  Ibund 
blm  vtrjr  aore  st  beins  made  tbo  topfe  of  lach  a  dobnt#.  and 
vorv  nawtllhif  to  -emembor  anv  tbtair  about  either  tbeoffhire 
or  the  apolosy.  ue  dtod  la  Fob.  ISSI,  ctaC  79. »  Caoaae, 
1947. 
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and  she,  and  Dr.  Johnton  were  tnTelUog;  that  he 
paid  them  all  his  proper  eompUments ;  but  obsenr- 
ing  that  Dr.  Johnson,  who  was  reading,  did  not 
see  him,  <  tapped  him  gently  on  the  shoulder.* 
**Tis  Mr.  Cbolmondelej,*  says  my  husband, 
«  Well,  Sir —  and  what  if  it  is  Mr.  Cholmoodeley?' 
says  the  other,  sternly,  just  lifting  his  eyes  a 
moment  from  bu  book,  and  returning  to  it  again 
with  renewed  avidity.** 

This  surely  conTeys  a  notion  of  Johnson,  as 
if  be  had  been  grossly  rude  to  Mr.  Cbol- 
mondeley,  a  gentleman  whom  he  always  loyed 
and  e8teeme£  If^  therefore,  there  was  an 
absolute  necessity  for  mentioning  the  story 
at  alL,  it  might  have  been  thought  that  her 
tenderness  for  Dr.  Johnson's  character  would 
have  disposed  her  to  state  anything  that  could 
soften  it.  Whr  then  is  there  a  total  silence  aa 
to  what  Mr. Cholmondde^r  told  her? — that 
Johnson,  who  had  known  him  from  his  earliest 
years,  having  been  made  sensible  of  what  had 
doubtless  a  strange  appearance,  took  occasion, 
when  he  afterwards  met  him,  to  make  a  very 
courteous  and  kind  apolo^ry.  There  is  another 
little  circumstance  which  I  cannot  but  remark. 
Her  book  was  published  in  1785;  she  had 
then  in  her  possession  a  letter  from  Dr.  John- 
son, dated  in  1777,  which  b^ns  thus:  *'Chol* 
mondeley*s  storj  shocks  me,  if  it  be  true, 
which  I  can  hs^ly  think,  for  I  am  utterly 
unconscious  of  it :  I  am  very  sorry,  and  very 
much  ashamed.**  Why  then  publish  the  anec- 
dote ?  Or,  if  she  did,  why  not  add  the  cir- 
cumstances, with  which  she  was  well  ac- 
quainted ? 

In  his  social  intercourse  she  thus  describes 
him:  — 

**  Ever  musing  till  he  was  called  out  to  cooTerse, 
and  conversing  till  the  fatigue  of  his  friends,  or  the 
promptitude  of  his  own  temper  to  take  offenoe, 
consigned  him  back  again  to  silent  meditation." 

Tet  in  the  same  book  she  tells  ns, — 

**  He  was,  however,  seldom  inclined  to  be  silent 
when  any  moral  or  literary  question  was  started ; 
and  it  was  on  such  occasions  that,  like  the  sage  in 
'  Rasielas,*  he  spoke,  and  attention  watched  his 
lips;  he  reasoned,  and  oonvictioo  dosed  his 
periods.** 

His  conversation,  indeed,  was  so  far  from 
eyer  fatigmng  his  friends,  that  they  resretted 
when  it  was  interrupted  or  ceased,  and  could 
exclaim  in  Milton's  language, 


t  BaretH*!  erldence  ii  worth  nothhiir  sgslntt  Mrs.  Plossl. 
~~  Ckokbs. 

*  Upon  mcntlonliifr  thli  to  nj  fHmd  Mr.  Wflket,  be,  with 
hit  ntiul  reiulitmt.  plesMiitly  mstchcil  it  with  the  followlDff 
aentimemtal  «m€c4oie.  He  was  loviteil  hy  a  joong  man  or 
fiuhion  St  Paris  to  sup  with  him  and  a  lady,  who  nad  beea 
for  tome  time  hit  mlttrett,  but  with  whom  lie  wst  goinf  to 
part.  He  lahl  to  Mr.  Wilket  that  he  really  felt  very  mueh 
for  her.  the  wst  In  tuch  dittreti,  sod  that  he  meant  to  make 
her  a  pretent  of  two  hundred  loultnl'ort.  Mr.  Wilket  ob. 
termed  the  behaviour  of  mademoltelle.  who  tighed.  Indeed, 
very  pltaoutlr,  and  attumcd  every  pathetic  air  of  grief,  but 
ale  no  laat  than  three  French  pigeont,  which  are  at  large 
-t  Ragltoh  partridRct,  betides  other  thiaat.  Mr.  Wllksi 
*  the  gentlenaa,  ■*  We  often  i^  In  lagtsad,  e»- 


*«Witb 


IfefgetaU 


I  certainly,  then,  do  not  daim  too  modi  io  I 
behalf  of  my  illustrious  friend  in  >ayin|,  tb: 
however  smart  and  entertaining  Mrs.  IVslf 's  < 
^  Anecdotes**  are,  they  must  not  be  bdd  as 
j;ood  evidence  against  him ;  for  wherever  u 
ustanoe  of  harsmieas  and  severity  b  told,  I 
beg  leave  to  doubt  its  perfect  anthentidtj ;  for 
though  there  may  have  been  sosw  foondstioo  ' 
for  it,  yet,  like  that  of  his  rqproof  to  the  ''verr 
celebrated  lady,**  it  may  be  so  exhibited  in 
the  narration  as  to  be  very  unlike  the  ml 
fact.  I 

The  evident  tendency  of  the  fbOovio];  lofc*  ( 
dote  is  to  represent  Dr.  Johnson  as  extremelT  I 
deficient  in  affection,  tenderness,  or  even  com-  ' 
mon  civility. 

«  When  I  one  day  lamented  the  lost  of  a  €t«  ' 
cousin  killed  in  America,  —  Prithee,  ny  desr  {^ 
he),  have  done  with  canting ;  how  wooU  the  voHi 
he  the  worse  for  it,  I  may  ask,  if  all  yow  rcUtinn 
were  at  once  spitted  like  larks,  and  roasted  w 
Presto's  sapper? —  Presto  was  the  dog  thst  Uy 
under  the  table  while  we  talked.** 

I  suspect  this  too  of  ex^igeradon  and  dis- 
tortion. I  allow  that  he  made  her  an  ancn 
speech ;  but  let  the  circumstanoes  ftiriy  apf«v, 
as  told  by  Mr.  Baretti ',  who  was  present :  - 

**  Mrs.  Thrale,  while  soppinc  «ety  hcsrtily  vfn 
larka,  laid  down  her  knife  and  fork,  and  sbni:ti« 
esclaimcd,  *  O,  my  dear  Johnaon  I  do  yo«  kaa«  ^^ 
baa  happened  ?  The  laat  lettcr«  from  sbrssd  lt^«« 
brought  us  an  account  that  our  poor  cott«n  t  btei 
waa  taken  off  by  a  cannon-ball.*  Johawn.  •>'• 
was  ahucked  both  at  the  fret  and  her  light  uofr^  '« 
manner  of  mentioning  it,  replied,  *  Madam,  it  «<  w- 1 
give  jroa  very  little  eoneem  if  all  yoor  iv  ■■'<«« 
were  apitted  like  those  lark%  and  4k^^^  ^ 
Presto's  supper.*  **  * 

It  is  with  coDoem  that  I  find  mytdf  <^lir^ 
to  animadvert  on  the  ioaocuracics  of  M*^ 
Piozzi*s  ^  Anecdotes,**  and  perhaps  I  ms^  t** 
thought  to  have  dwelt  too  long  upon  ber  \ ' 
collection.     But  as  from  Johnson's  Inn^  ^ 
sidenoe   under    Mr.  Thrale*s    niof;    ao-i  *-* 
intimacy  with  her,  the  account  which  pbr  \  -* 
given  of  him  may  have  made  an  unfarcMirA  . 
and  unjust  impression,  my  «luty,  asa  tat-  - 
biographer,  has  obliged  roe  reluctantly  to  pr:^ 
form  tnis  unpleaaing  task.^ 


CtWM>W€  90WT9W  %m    €WVfWm>t^ 

tarrow  it  etcteHmg  kmmgrf. 
The  gentlesBsa  took  the  htat.  —  Boewi 
*  inttead  of  antwerfaig  afrMaa  fas  I 
edition)  Botwelll  ohiecUqas  to  Mrs. 
will  here  laally  state  n^  epli 
deplorshle  BMrrisge.  the  had 
and  all  her  afltetioo  Ibr  her  goMa, 
and  waa  therefore  ditpnted  to  0wm  a 
eoAwr  to  hit  ^arader.  and  tf 
Mine,  atppaat,  and  often 
detailt,  UMf  are  aevsr.  I 
tCantlalty  unCfue,  aor  at  all  HsMe  Io 
tlont  that  BoiwsnaBd 
ISI7. 


iE:T.75. 


BOSWELL'S  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


781 


CHAPTER  LXXXL 

1784. 

iV^MfM?  Tattr  to  hafy.  —  JlfynoUi. »  Thtrbm.  — 
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Behirm  to  Loudom,  —  Aneitnt  Univertal  HiUory. 
o/MtuoiCg  StyU, 


HATiirG  left  the  jnouM  negotiaiumy  as  I  called 
it,  in  the  beat  hands,  I  shall  here  insert  what 
relates  to  it.  Johnson  wrote  to  Sir  Joshua 
Reynolds  on  July  6.  as  follows :  — 

•A  1  un  going,  I  hope,  in  a  Um  dayi,  to  try  the 
air  of  Derby«hii«,  but  hope  to  lee  you  before  I  go. 
Let  me,  however,  mention  to  you  what  I  have 
much  et  heart.  If  tbe  Chancellur  tbould  continue 
bis  attention  to  Mr.  Boiweirs  request,  and  confer 
with  you  on  the  means  of  relieving  my  languid 
BUte,  I  am  very  detiroui  to  avoid  tbe  appearance 
of  asking  money  upon  false  pretences.  I  desire  you 
to  represent  to  his  lordship,  what,  at  soon  as  it  is 
suggested,  he  will  perceive  to  bo  reasonable,— 
that,  if  1  grow  much  worse,  I  shall  be  afraid  to 
leave  my  physicians,  to  suffer  the  inconveniences  of 
travel,  and  pine  in  the  solitude  of  a  foreign  coun- 
try ;  —  that,  if  I  grow  much  better,  A  which 
indeed  there  is  now  little  appearance,  I  shall  not 
with  to  leave  my  friends  and  my  domestic  comforts, 
for  I  do  not  travel  for  pleasure  or  curiosity ;  yet  if 
I  should  recover,  curiosity  would  revive.  In  my 
present  state  I  am  desirous  to  make  a  struggle  for  a 
tittle  longer  life,  and  hope  to  obtain  some  help 
from  a  softer  climate.     Do  for  me  what  you  can.** 

He  wrote  to  me  July  26. :  — 

**1  wish  your  affairs  could  have  permitted  a 
longer  and  continued  exertion  of  your  ical  and 
kindness.  They  that  have  your  kindness  may  want 
your  nrdour.  In  the  meantime  1  am  very  feeble 
aiul  very  dejected." 

Bj  a  letter  from  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  I  was 
infomied  that  the  Lord  Chancellor  had  called 
on  him,  and  acquainted  him  that  the  appli- 
cation had  not  been  successful ;  but  that  his 
lordship,  after  speaking  highly  in  praise  of 
Johnson,  as  a  man  who  was  an  honour  to  his 
country,  desired  Sir  Joshua  to  let  him  know, 
that  on  granting  a  mortgage '  of  his  pension, 
be  should  draw  on  his  lortUhip  to  the  amount 
of  five  or  six  hundred  pounds,  and  that  his 


>  *•  Thto  oAr  has  to  ch«  fltit  view  of  It  tbe 
fuhmr  of  s  coamercUl  thao  a  grstulloas  Irssfsctloa  :  bot 
Sir  JotiMM  cl«arly  uod^rtCood  at  the  omUdii  It  that  Lord 
T».urlo«  dotlfoadlv  put  It  la  that  fonn.  H«  was  terfol  that 
Johnaon't  high  •pint  woald  Indtica  him  to  rrjcA  Ic  asa 
duiMiiofi,  but  tbooffht  tb«t  to  the  way  of  loan  It  ssight  ba 
accr{»c«d. '*  —  HawMu'a  Lift,  p.  ftTl .  ~  CsoKBB. 

>  Sir  Joabua  R«ynold»,  oa  aoeount  of  tba  escatlancaboth 
of  tbo  MMtlmcot  aud  asprtMioo  ofthla  laitar,  took  a  copy  of 
it.  which  be  showed  to  mmbo  of  hU  friend* :  ooa  of  whoai 
[I.md9  Lmcam,  U  t$  mid.  —  C.].  who  adnlrad  It,  balof 
allowod  to  parvM  It  laUaralr  at  bono,  a  copy  was  nad*. 
■od  fboad  Its  wa/  Into  iba  nrwapapara  and  laagaiinog.  It 
was  ua&acrlbed  with  soom  Inaccunclas.     1  pnat  It  fross 


lordship  explained  the  meaning  of  the  mort- 
gage to  be,  that  he  wished  the  bunness  to  be 
conducted  in  such  a  manner,  that  Dr.  Johnson 
should  appear  to  be  under  die  least  possible 
obligation.  Sir  Joshua  mentioned  that  he  had 
by  tne  same  post  communicated  all  this  to  Dr. 
Johnson. 

How  Johnson  was  affected  upon  the  occasion 
will  appear  from  what  he  wrote  to  Sir  Joshun 
£eynolds:  — 

*«  Ashboonie,  Sept.  9. 
■*  Many  words  I  hope  are  not  necessary  between 
you  and  me^  to  convince  you  what  gratitude  is 
escited  in  my  heart  by  the  Chancellor's  liberality, 
and  your  kind  offices.  I  have  enclosed  a  letter  to 
the  Chancellor,  which,  when  you  have  read  it,  you 
will  be  pleased  to  sod  with  a  head,  or  any  other 
general  seal,  and  eonvey  it  to  him :  had  I  sent  it 
directly  to  him,  I  should  have  seemed  to  overlook 
the  favour  of  your  intervention." 

TO  THE  LORD  HIGH  CHANCELLOR.' 

*'  September,  17S4. 
**  Mr  Loan,— After  a  long  and  not  inattentive 
observation  of  mankind,  the  generosity  of  your 
lordship's  offer  raises  in  me  not  leas  wonder  tlian 
gratitude.  Bounty,  so  liberally  bestowed,  I  should 
gladly  receive,  if  mv  condition  made  it  necessary ; 
for,  to  such  a  mind,  who  would  not  be  proud  to 
own  his  obligations  ?  But  it  has  pleased  God  to 
restora  me  to  so  great  a  mcasura  of  health,  that  if 
I  shoidd  now  appropriate  so  much  of  a  fortune 
destined  to  do  good,  I  could  not  escape  ftom  my- 
self the  charge  of  advancing  a  false  claim.  My 
journey  to  t^  Continent,  though  I  once  though^ 
it  necessary,  was  never  much  encouraged  by 
my  physicians ;  and  I  was  very  desirous  that  your 
lordship  should  be  told  of  it  by  Sir  Joshua  Rey- 
nolds as  an  event  very  uneertain ;  for  if  I  grew 
much  better,  I  shoidd  not  be  willing,  if  much 
wonw^  not  able,  to  migrate.  Your  lordship  was 
lint  solicited  without  my  knowledge ;  but,  when  I 
was  told  that  you  were  pleased  to  honour  me  with 
your  patronage,  I  did  not  expect  to  hear  of  a 
refusal ;  vet,  as  I  have  had  no  long  time  to  brood 
hope,  and  have  not  rioted  in  imaginary  opulence, 
this  cold  reception  has  been  scarce  a  disappointment ; 
and,  from  your  lordship's  kindness,  I  liave  received 
a  benefit,  which  only  men  like  you  are  able  to 
bestow.  I  shall  now  live  latAt*  conor^  with  a  higher 
opinion  of  my  own  merit     I  am,  my  Lord,  &e., 

Sam.  Johksov.** 

Upon  this  unexpected  failure  I  abstain  from 
prestiming  to  make  any  remarks^  or  to  offer 
any  conjectures.' 

the  oriflaal  drsft  la  JohoMm's  own  kaadirrltlaff.  .-Bos- 


>  This  aflUr  aooo  hccaiae  a  topic  of  eoavanatloa.  and  k 
vaa  •talad  that  the  caoM  of  the  failure  wm  tke  rcf^Ml  (^tke 
JCnw  himae^fi  but  ftom  Um  follovlitt  letter  It  appears  that  Ibe 
moiierwm  newr  wnmUmr4  toJU$  M^le$t$t  that,  aa  time 
preuad.  Lord  Thuriow  propoaed  the  bafora  maoUotud  ar- 
raofcnient  aa  tnm  himialf ^  ruanlnf  the  rUk  of  obtalaiof 
tba  Klof '•  Mba«9aaat  approbetloa  when  he  ihould  bare  aa 
opportttiiltjr  of  nentloQlng  It  to  hit  Makatjr.  TbU  aflbrda 
■••oie.  and  vet  not  a  MrtUfactory,  explaoatioo  of  the  device 
augeMiod  Of  Lord  Thurlov  of  JohniOB't  Kivtag  him  a 


\ome  »m  kU  mrmMiam,    But  It  itlll  aacma  very  straofe  that 
eu,  who  cvldeoUy  was  much  pained  at  the  i 


Idea  that  the 
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Having,  after  repeated  reaaanings,  brought 
Dr.  Johnton  to  agree  to  my  remoying  to 
London,  and  even  to  famish  me  with  argu- 
ments in  tavour  of  what  he  had  opposed;  I 
wrote  to  him,  requesting  he  would  write  them 
for  me.  He  was  so  go^  as  to  oomplj,  and  I 
shall  extract  that  part  of  his  letter  to  me,  as  a 
proof  how  well  he  could  exhibit  a  cautious  yet 
encouraging  view  of  it. 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

*«Jao6ll.l784. 
**  I  remember,  and  entreat  you  to  remember, 
that  etrfM  ett  viHum  fiiyere,  the  first  approtch  to 
riches  is  seourity  from  poverty.  The  cooditioa 
upon  whieh  you  have  my  eoOMnt  to  Mttle  in  Ixm- 
don  is,  that  your  expense  never  exceeds  your  annual 
income.  Rxing  this  basis  of  seourity,  you  cannot 
be  hurt,  and  you  may  be  very  much  advanoed. 
The  loss  of  your  Scottish  business,  whieh  is  all 
that  you  can  lose,  is  not  to  be  reckoned  as  any 
equivalent  to  the  hopes  and  possibilities  that  open 
here  upon  you.  If  you  succeed,  the  question  of 
prudence  is  at  an  end ;  every  body  will  think  that 
done  right  which  ends  happily  ;  and  though  your 
expectations,  of  which  I  would  not  advise  you  to 
talk  too  much,  should  not  be  totally  answered,  you 
can  hardly  fail  to  get  friends  who  will  do  for  you 
all  that  your  present  situation  allows  you  to  hope ; 
and  if,  after  a  few  yean,  you  should  return  to 
Scotland,  you  will  return  with  a  mind  supplied  by 
various  conversation,  and  many  opportunities  oif 
inquiry,  with  much  knowledge,  and  materials  for 
renection  and  instruction.** 

[JOHNSON  TO  DR.  ADAMS. 

**  LondoD,  nth  June  (July).  1784. 

"  Dbak  Sia,  —  I  am  going  into  Staffordshire  and 
Derbyshire  in  quest  of  some  relief  of  which  my 
need  is  not  len  than  when  I  was  treated  at  your 
bouse  with  so  much  tenderness. 

**  I  have  now  reeetved  the  eoUations  for  Xen»> 
phon,  which  I  have  sent  you  with  the  letters  that 
relate  to  them.  I  cannot  at  present  take  any  part 
in  the  work,  but  I  would  rather  pay  for  a  collation 
of  Oppian  than  sse  it  ne^ected ;  fat  the  Freneb* 


Kins  had  been  the  obctaele.  shoald  have  been  kept  to  Ig- 
noraoce  of  Uie  real  ttatm  of  the  case,  as  bjr  the  foUovliig  latter, 
wbich  I  Coand  lo  the  Baynoldf  papers,  U  appears  be  was. 


4» 


Loin  TaiiBLOw  fo  8ia  J.  Bstnolds. 


**  Tboisdajr,  Nov.  la  I7S4. 

**  DsAB  Sia,  ~  My  choice,  if  that  bad  bem  left  me,  would 
eertainlf  have  becB  that  Uie  oiarter  should  not  have  beeo 
talked  of  at  all.  The  ouljr  object  I  regarded  was  my  ows 
pleasure.  In  cootrlbutint  to  Uie  healUa  and  coeafort  of  a  naa 
whom  1  venerate  sincerely  and  highly  for  every  put,  without 
exception,  of  his  exalted  character.  This  you  know  I  pro> 
posed  lo  do,  as  It  might  be  wtthoot  any  expeoae— in  all  events 
at  a  rate  Infinitely  below  the  satlsfhction  1  proposed  to  myself. 
It  would  have  tuKad  the  purpose  better  if  nobody  had  heard 
of  It,  except  Dr.  Johnson,  you,  and  J,  BotvOL  Rmi  ike 
ckttfe^fcliom  to  tkermmmru^tkta  kii  M^jeMtf  4$  mfpeud lo 
kaoe  rtfiued  it.  Had  that  beeo  so,  1  should  not  have  com- 
municated the  circumstance.  It  was  impossible  fbr  me  to 
take  the  King's  pleasure  on  the  soggesuoo  I  ptesimiad  to 
move.  I  am  an  untoward  solicitor.  The  Ume  seemed  to 
pr«>ss,  and  I  chose  rather  to  take  on  myself  the  risk  of  his 
llaleety*s  eoncorrenee  than  delay  a  |oomay  which  aslght 
cooduce  to  Dr.  Johnson's  health  and  eomfort. 

**  But  these  are  all  trifies.  and  searee  deserve  even  this 
cursory  cxptanatloo.  The  only  ouestioo  of  any  worth  is 
Dr.  Johnson  has  any  wUb  to  go  aheoad,  or  other 
I  Ibr  my  asslstinns.    Indeed  he  should  give 


men  act  with  great  liberality.  Let  na  not  U\ 
below  them. 

*«  I  know  not  in  what  sUte  Dr.  Edwards  left  his 
book.'  Some  of  his  emendations  seemed  to  me  to 
(be)  incfragably  certain,  and  such,  theiefcse,  m 
ought  not  to  be  lost.  Hbrale  waanot  (io)ch«c^ 
the  text :  and,  tfacrefere,  1  stippose  he  hae  Uh  nuu% 
to  be  subjoined.  As  the  book  k  posthumous,  kmqc 
aecoimt  of  the  editor  ought  to  be  givciL 

**  You  have  now  the  whole  piocess  of  the  corr»> 
spondenee  before  you.  When  the  prior  is  aBswisd, 
let  some  apology  be  made  for  bml* 

**  I  was  forced  to  divide  the  coUation*  but  as  U 
is  paged,  you  will  easily  put  every  part  in  its  prbpcr 
place. 

<*  Be  pleased  to  convey  my  iiapicts  to  Mrs.  miA 
Bfiss  Adams     lam.  Sir,  your  asost  humble  servant, 

«  Sajf.  JoHi 


Let  US  now  contnmplnte  Johnson  thinv 
years  after  the  death  of  nis  wife,  still  retninir; 
for  her  all  the  tenderness  of  affeeiioo. 

JOHNSON  TO  THE  REV.  MR.  BAGSHAW. 

Ai  BroaUey. 

••  July  II.  ir»4. 

"  Sia,  —  Perhaps  you  may  remember,  that  ;? 
the  year  1753  you  committed  to  the  gTound  r7 
dear  wife.  I  now  entreat  your  penniaska  to  ii; 
a  stone  upon  her ;  and  have  aent  the  inscripc:  jr. 
that,  if  you  find  it  proper,  you  may  ai^ify  ^^j* 
allowanee. 

'*  Tou  will  do  me  a  great  favour  by  sbowis|:  t*^ 
place  where  she  lies,  that  the  stone  may  pnu>r. 
her  remains. 

"  Mr.  Ryland*  will  wait  on  you  for  the  inacripi  . . 
[p.  77.  n.  43,  and  proeure  ittobeengrasud,     1  *^ 
will  easily  believe  that  I  ifarink  from  thia  _ 
office.    W ben  It  u  done,  if  I  have  strength 
ing,  I  will  visit  Bromley  once  a§Mn,  and  pay  vji. 
part  of  the  respect  to  which  you  have  «  right  tn,s 
reverend  Sir,  your  most  humble  aervuit, 

Sam.  Jowaov* 


On  the  same  day  he  wrote  to  Hr. 
ton:  — 


••I 


but 


that  in  aay 


for  perfrctsfanpUdty.  wha  I  traat  thto  as ,  .  ^ 

aflbrded  nc,  and  metopt  It  aeeordlngly :  any  trtMctMK*.  ■ 
examtoas  htaaself  thoroughly,  will  esvlali^  be  9  ^^  » <«». 
In  some  part  or  other,  upon  a  doeht  of  she  ^b^t^m^  •«» 
whlchlofkriL  lam^Ac. 


That  this  latter  was  kept  fron 
osrtaln,  by  his  obvloos  vesadan  al 
had  cone  (hm  the  JUw— tfeaS  It 
hiss  Is  rendaied  probebU  by  the 
staoc&     On  the  tee  of  the  esiglatf 
bsen  obliterated  with  so  ssnch 

eolonr  of  the  Ink  and  sonw  1 

would  not   have  been   dHeoveraMa ;  H   Is   artlW&H 
and  the  sentence  ajpp—ia  tor— ."smss^.  ~ 

eaodid  ^ck,  to  daftwid  Bosw^  af  ye 
but  by  whoa  the  obUtenOon  wm  ante  1 
CaoBSB. 

s  I  suppose  the  prior  ef  the  BssMdIetlnei 
p.  4Sa  a.  t.),  whosesai  lo  have  aaMla.  at  Jeteiaa^ 
coUatloa  or  XeoQ 
a 
parnose  does  not  aapssr.  -^  Caoasa*  IS9. 

*  llr.  Bylaad  was 
biy  beaa  aa  acqaalntsniis  ef  Ms  wtftTs.    f  < 
7S.).    lfr.EylMiddlBiJa|yM.I1ti^nM. 


-ffiT.75, 


BOSWELL'S  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


788 


•niioui  state,  I  havs  mom  nuon  to  oompUun  that 
X  rcceiYt  from  you  neither  inquiry  nor  ocmiolation. 
You  know  bow  much  1  value  your  friendship*  And 
with  what  confidence  I  expect  your  kindncas,  if  J 
wanted  any  act  of  tendemeaa  that  you  could  per* 
form ;  at  leaat,  if  you  do  not  know  it,  I  think  your 
ignorance  is  your  own  fiiult.  Yet  bow  long  ia  it 
that  I  have  lived  elmoat  in  your  neighbourhood 
without  the  leaat  notice? — I  do  not,  however, 
consider  thia  neglect  aa  particularly  shown  to  me ; 
I  bear  two  of  your  most  valuable  friends  make  the 
same  complaint.  But  why  are  all  thus  overlooked  ? 
You  are  not  oppressed  by  sickness,  you  are  not  dis- 
tracted by  buunesa;  if  you  are  sick,  you  arc  sick  of 
leisure:-^ and  allow  yourself  to  be  told,  that  no 
disease  is  more  to  be  dreaded  or  avoided.  Rather 
to  do  nothing  than  to  do  good,  is  the  lowest  state 
of  a  degraded  mind.     Boileau  says  to  his  pupil, 

'  Que  les  vers  ne  soient  paa  votre  elemel  emploi, 
Cultivex  voe  amis.* 

Thai  voluntary  debility  which  modem  language  ia 
content  to  term  indolence  will,  if  it  ia  not  coun- 
teracted by  resolution,  render  in  time  the  strongest 
faculties  lifeless,  and  turn  the  flame  to  the  amoke  of 
virtue.  —  I  do  not  eipect  or  deaiie  to  aee  you,  be- 
cause J  am  much  pleased  to  find  that  your  mother 
«tays  so  long  with  you,  and  1  should  think  you 
neither  elegant  nor  grateful  if  you  did  not  study 
her  gratification.  You  will  pay  my  re^ecta  to 
both  the  ladies,  and  to  all  the  young  people.  -~  I 
am  going  northward  for  a  while,  to  try  what  help 
the  country  can  give  me ;  but  if  you  write,  tlie 
letter  will  come  after  me.** 

Xext  day  he  set  out  on  a  jaunt  to  Stafford- 
•>Iure  and  j3crby shire,  flattering  himself  that 
ho  might  be  in  some  degree  relieved. 

During  hia  absence  from  London  be  kept 
up  a  correspondence  with  several  of  his  friend^ 
from  which  I  shall  select  wliat  appears  to  me 
proper  for  publication,  without  attending  nicely 
to  chronological  order. 

To  Db«  Bbocklubt  he  writes,  — 

*«  Aabboome,  July  90.  ' 
*'  llie  kind  attention  tHiich  vou  have  so  long 
»hown  to  ray  health  and  happiness  makes  it  as 
much  a  debt  of  gratitude  aa  a  call  of  intereat  to 
five  you  an  account  of  what  befalls  me,  when  acci- 
dent removes  me  from  your  immediate  care.  The 
journey  of  the  first  day  waa  performed  with  very 
ittic  senee  of  fatigue:  the  second  day  brought  me 
u  I«ichfield  without  much  lassitude;  but  I  am 
ifraid  that  I  could  not  have  borne  such  violent 
t Imitation  for  many  days  together.  Tell  Dr, 
[  f  vl>erden,  that  in  the  coach  1  read  *  Ciceronianns,* 
rhich  I  concluded  aa  I  entered  Lichfield.  My 
tfcction  and  understanding  went  along  with 
-ira<imus,  except  that  once  or  twice  he  somewhat 
ir)«.kilfullT  entangles  Cicero's  civil  or  moral  with 
t^  rhetoncal  character.  —  1  staid  five  daya  at  Lich- 
cUi,  but,  being  unable  to  walk,  had  no  great  plea- 
I J  re  ;  and  yesterday  (19th)  I  came  hither,  where  I 
III  to  try  what  air  and  attention  can  perform.  — 
If  any  improvement  in  my  health  I  cannot  yet 


1  Sir  John  Floycr.M.D.    8e0  Mill,  P.  7. «~  CeoKsi. 
!*#»  at  the  Ksaea  Head,  £ia«a  StrNC. — Bofwau. 


please  myself  with  tha  paroeption.  e  e  •  •  •  • 
Hie  asthma  has  no  abatameni.  Opiates  stop  the 
fit,  ao  aa  that  1  can  ait  and  aometimes  lie  easy,  but 
they  do  not  now  procure  me  the  power  of  motion  ; 
and  I  am  afraid  that  my  general  strength  of  body 
does  not  increase.  The  weather  indeed  is  not 
benign :  but  how  low  is  he  sunk  whose  strength 
depends  upon  the  weather !  I  am  now  looking  into 
Floyer^  who  lived  with  his  asthma  to  almost  his 
ninetieth  year.  His  book,  by  want  of  order,  is 
obscure  ;  and  hia  aathma,  I  think,  not  of  the  same 
kind  with  mine.  Something,  however,  I  may  per- 
haps learn.  —  My  appetite  still  continues  keen 
enough;  and  what  I  consider  as  a  symptom  of 
radical  health,  I  have  a  voracious  delight  in  rsw 
summer  fruit,  of  which  I  was  less  eager  a  few  years 
ago.  —  You  will  be  pleased  to  communicate  this 
account  to  Dr.  Heberden,  and  if  any  thing  is  to  be 
done,  let  me  have  your  joint  opinion.  —  Now  — 
abite,  curm  I  —  let  me  inquire  after  the  club."  ' 

"  July  SI  St.  —  Not  recollecting  that  Dr.  Heber- 
den might  be  at  Windsor,  I  thought  your  letter 
long  in  coming.  But  you  know  wtatmu  peiuntur. 
the  letter  which  I  so  much  deaired  telle  me  that  I 
have  lost  one  of  my  best  and  tendereat  firiends.' 
My  comfort  is,  that  he  appeared  to  live  like  a  roan 
that  had  always  before  his  eyes  the  fragility  of  our 
present  existence,  and  was  therefore,  I  hope,  not 
unprepared  to  meet  hia  Judge.  — -  Your  attention, 
dear  Sir,  and  that  of  Dr.  Heberden,  to  my  health, 
is  extremely  kind.  I  am  loth  to  think  that  I  grow 
worse  ;  and  cannot  fairly  prove  even  to  my  own 
partiality  that  I  grow  much  better." 

**  Aug.  5.  —  I  return  you  thanks,  dear  Sir.  for 
your  unwearied  attention  both  medicinal  and 
friendly,  and  hope  to  prove  the  effect  of  your  care 
by  living  to  acknowlcMlge  it." 

**  Aug.  12.  —  Pray  be  ao  kind  as  to  have  me  in 
your  thoughts,  and  mention  my  ease  to  others  as 
you  have  opportunity.  I  aeem  to  myself  neither 
to  gain  nor  lose  strength.  I  have  lately  tried  milk, 
but  have  yet  found  no  advantage,  and  am  afraid  of 
it  merely  aa  a  liquid.  My  appetite  ia  atill  good, 
which  I  know  is  dear  Dr.  Heberden*s  criterion  of 
Hit  vit  pitm,  ~-  As  we  cannot  now  see  each  other, 
do  Dot  omit  to  write,  for  you  cannot  think  with 
what  warmth  of  expectation  1  reckon  the  houra  of 
a  post  day.** 

'*  Aug.  14.  -^  I  have  hitherto  aent  you  only 
melancholy  letters :  you  will  be  glad  to  hear  some 
better  account  Yesterday  the  aathma  remitted, 
pereeptibly  remitted,  and  I  moved  with  more  ease 
than  I  have  enjoyed  for  many  weeka.  May  God 
continue  his  mercy  t  This  account  I  would  not 
delay,  because  I  am  not  a  lover  of  complaints  or 
eomplainera;  and  yet  I  have^  aince  we  parted, 
uttered  nothing  till  now  but  terror  and  aorrow. 
Write  to  me,  dear  Sir.** 

«*  Aug.  16.  —  Better,  I  hope,  and  better.     My 
respiration  gets  more  and  more  eaae  and  liberty. 
I  went  to  church  yesterday,  after  a  very  liberal 
dinner,  without  any  inconvenience;  it  is  indeed  no 
long  walk,  but  I  never  walked  it  without  difflculty, 
aince  I  came,  before.    ••••••  The  intention 

was  only  to  overpower  the  aeeming  est  mertia  of 
the   pectoral   and    pulmonary   musdea.  —  1  am 


•  Mr.  AJlen,  the  prtoter. «»  Boswsu.. 
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Ikvoured  with  m  degree  of  mm  thst  ywf  much 
delights  me,  and  do  not  dctpeir  of  another  rsM  up 
the  tteirt  of  the  AMdemj.  —  If  I  were^  however, 
of  a  humour  to  Me.  or  to  show,  the  itate  of  my 
body,  on  the  dark  aide^  I  might  UJ9 

*  Quid  te  ezempta  juvat  spima  de  pluribua  una  ? ' 

The  nights  are  still  sleepless,  and  the  water  risesb 
tiiough  it  doM  not  riM  Tery  frsL  Let  us,  howeTer, 
rqoiM  in  all  the  good  that  we  have.  The  remis- 
sion of  one  disesM  will  enable  nature  to  combat 
the  rest.  — •  The  squills  I  have  not  n^leeted ;  for  I 
have  taken  more  than  a  hundred  drops  a  day,  and 
one  day  took  two  hundred  and  fifty,  which,  accord- 
ing to  the  popular  equivalent  of  a  drop  to  a  grain, 
is  more  than  half  an  ounce.  I  thank  you,  dear 
Sir,  for  your  attention  in  ordering  the  medieiuM  ; 
your  attention  to  me  bM  never  fiuled.  If  the 
virtue  of  medicines  could  be  enforced  by  the  bene* 
volence  of  the  preMriber,  how  soon  should  I  be 
Weill" 

**  August  19.  —The  relaxation  of  the  asthma 
still  continues,  yet  I  do  not  trust  it  wholly  to 
itself^  but  soothe  it  now  and  then  with  an  opiate. 
I  not  only  perform  the  act  of  respiration  with  leas 
labour,  but  I  can  walk  with  fewer  intervals  of  rest, 
and  with  greater  freedom  of  motion.  I  never 
thought  well  of  Dr.  Janus's  compounded  medi- 
cines ;  his  ingredients  appear  to  me  sometimes  in- 
efficMious  and  trifling,  axul  sometimes  heterogeneous 
and  destructive  of  cMb  other.  Thb  prescription 
exhibits  a  oompontion  of  about  thrM  hundred  and 
thirty  grains,  in  which  there  are  four  grains  of 
emetic  tartar,  and  six  drops  [of]  thebaic  tincture. 
He  that  writM  thus  surely  writes  for  show.  The 
basis  of  his  medicine  is  the  gum  ammoniacum, 
which  dear  Dr.  LawrenM  used  to  give,  but  of 
which  I  never  mw  any  effect  We  will,  if  you 
pleaM,  let  this  medicine  alone.  The  squills  have 
every  suffrage,  and  in  the  squills  we  wUl  rest  for 
the  prcMnt** 

**  Aug.  SI.  —  The  kindness  which  you  show  by 
having  roe  in  your  thoughts  upon  all  occasions  will, 
I  hope,  always  fill  my  bnrt  with  gratitude.  Be 
pleased  to  return  my  thanks  to  Sir  George  Baker*, 
for  the  consideration  which  he  lus  bestowed  upon 
me.  Is  this  the  balloon  that  has  bMU  to  long  ex- 
pected, this  balloon'  to  which  I  subscribed,  but 
without  payment?  It  is  pity  that  philoMphers 
have  bMU  diuppointed,  and  shame  that  they  have 
been  chMted ;  but  I  know  not  well  bow  to  prevent 
either.  Of  this  experiment  I  have  read  nothing : 
where  wm  it  exhibited?  and  who  wu  the  man 
that  ran  away  with  to  much  money  ?  Continue, 
dMr  Sir,  to  write  often,  and  more  at  a  time ;  for 
none  of  your  prescriptions  operate  to  their  proper 
uses  more  certainly  than  your  letters  operate  u 
cordials.** 

**  August  S6.  •—  I  suffered  you  to  escape  last 
post  without  a  letter,  but  you  are  not  to  expect 
such  indulgence  very  often;  for  I  write  not  so 
much  becauM  I  have  any  thing  to  uy,  m  because 
I  hope  for  an  answer;  and  the  vacancy  of  my  life 


I  The  sBliisnt  phyticfsD,  who  was  crMtad  s  Bsronet  ia 
177B.  and  died  Jane  1S09.  mUL  88.  ~  Cboksb. 

s  boet  Dr.  Johnson  herv  Allude  to  lh«  uotufccttful  at- 
tempt mad*.  In  1784,  hf  D«  Moret,  who  was  determined  to 
anticipate  Lunardl  in  Bb  first  experiment  in  England  ? 
**  Moret  attempted  to  inflate  hi*  balloon  with  rarefied  air, 
but  tj  some  accident  in  the  proeeaa  it  Mink  upon  the  fire ; 
and  the  populaee,  vbo  regarded  the  whole  si  an  lapoiture, 


here  makM  a  letter  of  great  value.     I 
little  company  and  little 
abandoned  to  the  eontcraplatioo  of  my 
I  am  something  ^oomy  and 
rcaist  m  I  can,  aad  find  opium,  I 
but  I  seldom  take  more  than  one 
this  strange  wMther?    Wimcr  abaotbcd 
and  now  autumn  is  com 
mer.     But  let  not  our  kindnem  for 
imitate  the  inconstaney  of  the 

«*Sept  8.  —  Mr.  Windham  hM 
me ;  he  earner  I  think,  forty  miUs  oat 
and  staid  about  a  day  and  a  half; 
the  time  shorter  than  it  * 
shall  not  have  again  till  I  come  back  to 
of  literature;  and  there  Windham  is  « 


He  then  mentions  the  effects  of  oertaia 
medicines,  aa  taken,  and  adds,  — 

**  Nature  u  reeovering  its  origimd  pewcn,  asyl 
the  functions  returning   to   tfaar 

God  continue  his  mcreie^  and  grant  ne  to  OM I 
righUyl** 

••Sept.   9. —  Do    you   know   the    Duko 
Duchess  of  Devonshire?    And  have  yoa  ever 
ChaUworth?     I  wm  at  Chatswocth  00  lfocid«v  :  I 
had  seen  it  before,  but  never  when  its 
at  home  ;  I  wm  very  kindly  recttvcd,  mad 
pressed  to  stay;  but  I  told  them  that  a 
not  a  fit  inmate  of  a  great  hoosc.    But  1 
go  again  Mme  time.** 

•«  Sept  11.  —  I  think  nothing  giot 
all  rather  better,  except  sleeps  and  that  of  late  hsi 
been  at  its  old  pranks  Last  evening  I  fcli  whM 
I  bad  not  known  fisr  a  loiig  time,  an  indaswtMw  so 
walk  for  amusement;  I  look  a  abort  walk,  acd 
came  iMck  again  neither  brcathlcM  oor 
This  hM  been  a  gloomy,  firi^d,  trngenial 
but  of  late  it  seems  to  mend ;  I  beer  the 
timM  mentioned,  but  I  do  not  §ttA  it : 

*  Pr«terM  minimus  gelido  jam  m  cMpmu 
Febracaletsola.** 

I  hope,  however,  with  good  help,  to  fad 
supporting  a  winter  at  home,  and  to  hew  end  u. 
at  the  Club  what  is  doing,  and  what  ouifhs  to  be 
doing,  in  the  world.  I  have  no  oc 
shall  naturally  come  home  hua^ry  for 
To  wish  you,  dew  Sir,  more  leieiire,  woold  not  he 
kind ;  but  what  leisure  you  have,  yoa  aaaat  boaaw 
upon  me.** 

"  Sept.  16.  —  I  have  now  let  yoo  bImw  fisr  s 
long  time,  having  indeed  little  to  ny.  Y«m  tkarf 
me  somewhat  unjustly  with  luxury.  As  Ck^^ 
worth,  you  should  remember  that  I  have  cMcs  U  t 
once ;  atul  the  doctor,  with  whom  I  tree.  foiL.iw«  a 
milk  diet.  I  grow  no  latter,  thoagh  my  ttoaBvx 
if  it  be  not  disturbed  by  physic,  never  fous  mb.  ( 
now  grow  wMry  of  solitude,  and  think  of  rsMo*.  c 
next  week  to  Lichfield,  a  plaM  of  more  aw  sin,  b^  : 
otherwise  of  lev  convenience.  When  1  sssi  areiiM* 
I  shall  write  again.     Of  the  hot  wi 


1 


ruaUnf  In,  complcfei j  dteMejed  the  mackta 
Lomdimimms,  vol.  il.  p.  ICl.  mtte,-^  Mabbs.*] 

*  It  le  remarkable  that  m  good  a  Latta 
should  have  been  10  faiattentMe  to  the 
to  have  wrHten  iUilm  Inrtead  ef  #ms.. 

«  •*  Add  Uiat  a  lever  OB^  WB»»  hto  V 
Aad  thews  the  attls  hioed  whkh  m  r 
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mentioned,  w«  have  [not]  had  in  Derbyshire  very 
much;  and  for  myself  I  seldom  feel  heat,  and 
uippote  that  my  frigidity  is  the  effect  of  my  dis- 
teroper  —  a  supposition  which  naturally  leads  me 
to  hope  that  a  hotter  climate  may  be  useful.  But 
1  hope  to  stand  another  English  winter.** 

*<  Lichfield,  Sept  S9.  —  On  one  day  I  had  three 
letters  about  the  air-balloon':  yours  was  fiir  the 
best,  and  has  enabled  roe  to  impart  to  my  friends 
in  the  country  an  idea  of  this  species  of  amusement. 
In  amusement,  mere  amusement,  I  am  afiraid  it  must 
end,  for  I  do  not  find  that  its  course  can  be  directed 
so  ss  that  it  should  senrc  any  purposes  of  commu- 
nication ;  and  it  can  give  no  new  intelligence  of 
the  state  of  the  air  at  different  heights,  till  they 
hsve  ssceqded  above  the  height  of  mountains, 
which  they  seem  never  likely  to  do.  I  came  hither 
on  the  227th.  How  long  X  shall  stay,  I  have  not 
determined.  My  dropsy  is  gone,  and  my  asthma 
it  much  remitted,  but  I  have  felt  myself  a  little 
declining  these  two  days,  or  at  lesst  to-day ;  but 
luch  vicissitudes  must  be  expected.  One  day  may 
be  woise  than  another ;  but  this  last  month  is  far 
better  thsn  the  former :  if  the  next  should  be  as 
much  better  than  this,  I  shall  run  about  the  town 
oa  my  own  legs.'* 

**Oct.  6. —  The  (ate  of  the  balloon  I  do  not 
much  lament :  to  make  new  balloons  is  to  repeat  the 
jest  again.  We  now  know  a  method  of  mounting 
into  the  air,  and,  I  think,  are  not  likely  to  know  more, 
llie  vehicles  can  serve  no  use  till  we  can  guide 
them;  and  they  can  gratify  no  curiosity  till  we 
mount  with  them  to  greater  heights  than  we  can 
resch  without ;  till  we  rise  above  the  tops  of  the 
highest  mountains,  which  we  have  yet  not 
done.  We  know  the  state  of  the  air  in  all  its 
regions,  to  the  top  of  Teneriffe,  and  therefore  learn 
nothing  from  those  who  navigate  a  balloon  below 
the  clmids.  The  first  experiment,  however,  was 
bold,  snd  deserved  applause  and  reward :  but  since 
it  has  been  performed,  and  its  event  is  known,  I 
had  rather  now  find  a  medicine  that  can  ease  an 
sftthma." 

**  Oct  25.  —  You  write  to  me  with  a  seal  that 
animates  and  a  tenderness  that  melts  me.  I  am 
not  afraid  either  of  a  journey  to  London,  or  a  resi- 
dence in  it  I  came  down  with  little  fatigue,  and 
am  now  not  weaker.  In  the  smoky  atmosphere  I 
was  delivered  from  the  dropsy,  which  I  consider  as 
the  original  and  radical  disease,  llie  town  is  my 
element':  there  are  my  friends,  there  are  my  books, 
to  which  I  have  not  yet  bid  fiirewell,  and  there  are 
tny  amusements.  Sir  Joshua  told  roe  long  ago, 
tliat  my  vocation  was  to  public  life ;  and  I  hope 
*till  to  keep  mj  station,  till  God  shall  bid  me  Gq 
is  peace.** 


I  Linurdl  had  ascended  from  the  Artlllerr  Graund  oa  the 
IMh  04*  this  mooUi  t  and  a*  U  waa  the  flrat  aacent  In  a  twllooa 
«h.rh  had  iMen  wltoetied  lo  EnnUnd,  It  was  WA  aurprUlDg 
th4t  vnj  general  Interest  waa  excited  by  the  apeetarie,  and 
that  ao  mastf  allatlooa  abould  be  made  to  It  bjr  Johnaon  and 
htt  rorretpmidanla.  The  lata  Lord  Tenterdeo,  vhltal  a 
•tiidrot  at  Oaford,  abtalned  a  prise  la  chla  year,  for  hla 
Laun  rf»raoa  entitled  Olobmt  A9ro$tatieM»,—.UAtaiLAno, 

*  Hit  Ufw  of  London  conttouallir  appears,  lo  a  letter 
frnfn  htm  to  Mrs.  Smart  wife  of  hla  frlcad  the  noet.  which  li 
p'tiMtth«d  la  a  waU-vritten  life  of  bin,  preftsed  to  an  edlcioa 
«( Hii  pn«ina.  hi  I7VI.  there  la  the  rollowlng  aeotenee :  **  To 
(M»#  that  haa  paaiad  ao  many jreara  In  the  plieaaorea  and  opu. 
^f*  of  London,  there  are  frw  placM  that  can  give  much 
d«>l«t>»t**  Once  upon  reading  that  Una  io  the  cntioas  eplUpb 
quoted  ta  **  Tbe  8pectalor,'C- 


JOHNSON  TO  MR.  HOOLE. 

**  Aahbooroe,  Aog.  7. 

**  Since  I  was  here,  I  have  two  little  letters  from 
you,  and  have  not  had  the  gratitude  to  write.  But 
every  man  is  most  free  with  his  best  friends,  be- 
cause he  does  not  suppose  that  they  can  suspect 
him  of  intentional  incivility.  One  reason  for  my 
omission  is,  that  being  in  a  place  to  which  you  are 
wholly  a  stranger,  I  have  no  topics  of  correspond- 
ence. If  you  had  any  knowledge  of  Ashboume» 
I  could  tell  you  of  two  Ashbourne  men,  who^  being 
last  week  condemned  at  Derby  to  be  hanged  for 
robbery,  went  and  hanged  themselves  in  their  cdL 
But  this,  however  it  may  supply  us  with  talk,  ia 
nothing  to  you.  Your  kindness,!  know,  would 
make  you  glad  to  hear  some  good  of  me,  but  I 
have  not  much  good  to  tell :  if  I  grow  not  worse, 
it  is  all  that  I  can  say.  I  hope  Mrs.  Hoole  re- 
ceives more  help  from  her  migration.  Make  her 
my  compliments,  and  write  again  to,  dear  Sir,  your 
affectionate  servant." 

**  Aug.  13.  —  I  thank  you  for  your  aflhctionate 
letter.  I  hope  we  shoU  both  be  the  better  for  each 
other's  friendship,  and  I  hope  we  shall  not  ver^r 
quickly  be  parted.  Tell  Mr.  Nichols  that  I  shall 
be  glad  of  his  correspondence  when  his  business 
allows  him  a  Utile  remission ;  though  to  wish  him 
less  busines8,that  I  may  have  more  pleasure,  would 
be  too  selfish.  To  pay  for  scats  at  the  balloon  is 
not  very  necessary,  because  in  less  than  a  minute 
they  who  gate  at  a  mile's  distance  will  see  all  that 
can  be  seen.  About  the  wings,  I  am  of  your 
mind  :  they  cannot  at  all  assist  it,  nor  I  think  regu* 
late  its  motion.  I  am  now  grown  somewhat  easier 
in  my  body,  but  my  mind  is  sometimes  depressed. 
About  the  Club  I  am  in  no  great  pain.  The  for- 
feitures go  on,  and  the  house,  I  hear,  is  improved 
for  our  future  meetings.  I  hope  we  shall  meet 
often  and  sit  long.** 

•*  Sept.  4 Your  letter  was  indeed  long  in 

coming,  but  it  was  very  welcome.  Our  acquaint- 
ance  has  now  subsisted  long,  and  our  recollection  of 
each  other  involves  a  great  space,  and  many  little 
occurrences  which  melt  the  thouf^ts  to  tenderness. 
Write  to  me,  therefore,  as  frequently  as  you  can.  I 
hear  from  Dr.  Brocklesby  and  Mr.  Ryland  that 
the  Club  is  not  crowded.  I  hope  we  shall  enliven 
it  when  winter  brings  us  together.** 

JOHNSON  TO  DR.  BURNEY. 

"  August  S. 
-  llie  weather,  you  know,  has  not  been  balmy. 
I  am  now  reduced  to  think,  and  am  at  least  con- 
tent to  talk,  of  the  weather.    Pride  must  have  a 
foil*    I  have  lost  dear  JVlr.  Allen ;  and  wherever 


••  Bora  In  Kev  England,  did  In  London  dle.**^ 

ha  laoghed.  and  aald,  **  I  do  not  wonder  at  thla.  It  would 
hate  been  atrange  If,  bom  bi  London,  ha  bad  died  in  Kcw 
England.'* .-  BoawtLL. 

*  There  waa  no  Information  for  which  Dr.  Jirfinaon  waa 
leaa  grateftil  than  for  that  which  concerned  the  weather.  It 
waa  tn  alluilon  to  hla  Impatience  with  thoae  who  were  re- 
duced to  heep  conteraatlon  allre  by  otMerratlona  on  tho 
weather,  that  ne  applied  the  old  proverb  to  himself.  If  anr 
one  of  hla  Intimate  acquaintance  told  blm  H  waa  hot  or  cold, 
wet  or  drj.  windy  or  calm,  he  would  atop  them  bjp  aaflnf . 
**  Fob  !  poh  I  you  are  telling  oa  that  of  wnbeh  none  but  men 
In  a  mine  or  a  dungeon  can  be  Ignorant.  Let  ua  bear  wUb 
patience,  or  cnJojr  In  quiet,  elemenury  cbangea,  whether  for 
the  better  or  the  wone.  aa  they  are  never  aecreu."—  BcaMSV. 
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I  turn,  the  dead  or  the  dying  meet  my  notice,  and 
force  my  attention  upon  misery  and  mortality. 
Mra.  Bumey^t  escape  from  so  much  danger,  and 
her  ease  afler  so  much  pain,  throws,  however,  some 
radianoe  of  hope  upon  the  gloomy  prospect  May 
her  recovery  be  perfect,  and  her  continuance  long  1 
I  struggle  hard  fiir  life.  I  take  physic  and  take 
air:  my  friend's  chariot  is  always  readv.  We 
have  run  this  morning  twenty-four  miles,  and 
oould  run  forty-eight  more.  But  who  can  run  the 
ram  with  death  f* 

**  Sept  4.**  —  [Coooeming  a  private  transaction, 
in  which  his  opimon  was  asked,  and  after  giving  it, 
he  makes  the  following  reflections,  which  arc  appli- 
cable on  other  occasions.]  **  Nothing  deserves 
more  compassion  than  wrong  conduct  with  good 
meaning;  than  loss  or  obloquy  suffered  by  one 
who,  as  he  is  conscious  only  of  good  intentions, 
wonders  why  he  loses  that  kindness  which  he 
wishes  to  preserve;  and  not  knowing  bis  own 
fiiult  —  if,  as  may  sometimes  happen,  nobody  will 
tell  him  ^  goes  on  to  offend  by  his  endeavours  to 
please.  I  am  delighted  by  finding  that  our  opiniona 
are  the  same.  You  will  do  me  a  real  kindness  by 
eontinuing  to  write.  A  post-day  has  now  been 
long  a  day  of  recreation.*' 

"  Nov.  1.  —  Our  correspondence  paused  for  want 
of  topics.  I  had  said  what  I  had  to  say  on  the 
matter  proposed  to  my  consideration,  and  nothing 
remained  but  to  tell  you  tliat  I  waked  or  slept, 
that  I  was  more  or  leas  nek.  I  drew  my  thoughts 
in  upon  myself;  and  supposed  yours  employed  upon 
your  book.  That  your  book  has  been  delayed  I 
am  glad,  since  you  have  gained  an  opportunity  of 
being  more  exact  Of  the  caution  necessary  in 
adjusting  narratives  there  is  no  end.  Some  tell 
what  they  do  not  know,  that  they  may  not  seem 
ignorant,  and  others  from  mere  indifference  about 
truth.  All  truth  is  not,  indeed,  of  equal  impor- 
tance i  but  if  little  violations  are  allowed,  every 
violation  will  in  time  be  thought  little;  and  a 
writer  should  keep  himself  vigilantly  on  his  guard 
against  the  first  temptations  to  nogligence  or 
supineness.  I  had  ceased  to  write,  bcMcause  re- 
specting you  I  had  no  more  to  say,  and  respecting 
myself  oould  say  little  good.  I  cannot  boast  of 
advancement ;  and  in  case  of  convalescence  it  may 
be  said,  with  few  exceptions,  Non  progrtdi  cat 
rtffredi,  I  hope  I  may  be  excepted.  My  great 
difliculty  was  with  my  sweet  Fanny*,  who,  by  her 
artifice  of  inserting  her  letter  in  yours,  bad  given 
me  a  precept  of  frugality  which  I  was  not  at 
liberty  to  neglect ;  and  I  know  not  who  were  in 
town  under  whose  cover  I  could  send  my  letter. 
I  rejoice  to  hear  that  you  are  so  well,  and  have  a 
delight  particularly  sympathetic  in  the  recovery  of 
Mrs.  Burney.** 

JOHNSON  TO  LANGTON. 

"  August  25. 

''Hie    kindness  of   your  last  letter,  and  my 

omission  to  answer  it,  begin  to  give  you,  even  in  my 

opinion,  a  right  to  recriminate,  and  to  charge  me 

with  forgetfulneas  for  the  absent.     I  will  therefore 


H0iM7S**prM0  must  have  a  fall/' in  allufion  to  hts  own 
fbnnsr  asMrtiont.  thst  the  wosther  had  no  effect  on  humsu 
health.     See  ItUtr,  No.  11.,  and  ante,  p.  111.  and  146... 

CaOKBB. 

1  The  oelehrated  MIm  Fsnoy  Buniqr.  ^  Boswsll. 


**  The  tenderness  with  which  you  haw 
pleased  to  treat  me  through  my  lo^g  illncm 
neither  health  nor  sickness  can,  I  hope,  make  me 
forget ;  and  you  are  not  to  suppose  that  aAcr  v« 
parted  you  were  no  longer  in  my  mind.  But  what 
can  a  sick  man  say,  but  that  he  is  aick?  Hia 
thoughts  are  necessarily  concentred  in  himself:  he 
neither  receives  nor  can  give  delight ;  his  inquiries 
are  after  alleviations  of  pain,  and  his  efforts  are  to 
catch  some  momentary  comfort  Though  I  am 
now  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Peak,  you  must 
expect  no  account  of  its  wonders,  of  its  bills,  ii« 
waters,  its  caverns,  or  its  mince ;  but  I  will  uU 
you,  dear  Sir,  what  I  hope  you  wiU  not  hemt  with 
less  satisfaction,  that  for  about  a  week  past  my 
asthma  has  been  less  a69ictive.'* 

*<  Lichfield,  Oct  S.'—  I  believe  you  had  bee* 


s  Mr.  Malone  thought  that  consolatlOB 
word,  or  that  lome  epithet  like  ««d  or 
before  It :  but  1  rather  think  that  Johaaoa 
in  lad  Irony.  ^  Caoasa,  1847. 

3  Between  the»e  two  letters  Mr.  Windham 
■t  Aihboum.  ~  Ckoeer,  1M7. 


not  the 


the 


delay  no  longer  to  give  an  account  of  myacl^  and 
wish  t  could  relate  what  would  please  either  ny- 
self  or  my  friend.  On  July  IS.  I  left  Londoa 
partly  in  hope  of  help  fixmi  new  air  and  ehaoge  of 
place,  and  partly  excited  by  the  siek  man's  impa-  j 
tience  of  the  present  I  got  to  Lichfield  in  a  stsge  . 
vehicle,  with  very  little  fatigue,  in  two  days^  and 
had  the  consolation'  to  find  that  nnee  my  last  vnit  , 
my  three  old  acquaintances  are  all  dead.  -~  July  SO. 
I  went  to  Ashbourne,  where  I  have  been  till  now. 
The  house  in  which  we  live  is  repairing.  I  live  in 
too  much  solitude,  and  am  of^n  deeply  dejected.  I 
wish  we  were  nearer,  and  n^joiee  in  your  remclval  to 
London.  A  friend  at  once  cheerful  and  seriotis  is 
a  great  acquisition.  Let  us  not  neglect  one  anotho' 
fiar  the  little  time  which  Providence  allows  us  to  ' 
hope.  Of  my  health  I  cannot  tell  you,  wiiat  my 
wishes  persuaded  me  to  expect,  that  it  is  much 
improved  by  the  season  or  by  remedies^  I  am 
sleepless;  my  legs  grow  weary  with  a  very  few 
steps,  and  the  water  breaks  its  boundaries  in  soice 
degree.  The  asthma,  however,  has  remitted :  my 
breath  is  still  much  obstructed,  but  is  more  free  than 
it  was.  Nights  of  watchfulness  produce  torpid  days. 
I  read  very  little,  though  I  am  alone ;  for  I  am 
tempted  to  supply  in  the  day  what  I  lost  in  bed. 
This  is  my  history ;  like  all  other  histories;,  a  nar- 
rative of  misery.  Yet  I  am  so  much  better  thaa 
in  the  beginning  of  the  year,  that  I  ought  to  be 
ashamed  of  complaining.  I  now  sit  and  write  with 
very  little  sensibility  of  pain  or  weakoeaa ;  bm 
when  I  rise,  I  shall  find  my  legs  betraying  me. 
Of  the  money  which  you  mentioned  I  have  no  im> 
mediate  need :  keep  it  however,  for  me»  unless 
some  exigence  requires  it  Your  papers  I  wiB 
show  you  certainly  when  you  wotdd  see  them; 
but  I  am  a  little  angry  at  you  for  not  keepix^ 
minutes  of  your  own  aeeeptum  et  frjinisa».  and 
think  a  little  time  might  be  spared  from  Aristo- 
phanes for  the  met  famiHarea.  Forgive  me,  far  I 
mean  well.  I  hope^  dear  Sir,  that  you  and  Lady 
Rothes  and  all  the  young  people,  too  many  to 
enumerate,  are  well  and  hi^y.  God  hies  yoe 
all." 

JOHNSON  TO  WINBHAH. 


h^   i 
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long  enough  acquminted  with  the  phitmowuna  of 
sickness  not  to  be  surprised  thst  s  sick  man  wishes 
to  be  where  he  is  not,  and  where  it  appears  to 
every  body  but  himself  that  he  might  easily  be, 
without  having  the  reiolution  to  remoye.  I  thought 
Ashbourne  a  solitary  place,  but  did  not  come  hither 
till  last  Monday.  I  have  here  more  company,  but 
my  health  has  for  this  last  week  not  advanced ;  and 
in  the  languor  of  disease  how  little  can  be  done  1 
Whither  or  when  I  shall  make  my  next  remove,  I 
cannot  tell ;  but  I  entreat  you,  dear  Sir,  to  let  me 
know  from  time  to  time  where  you  may  be  found, 
for  your  residence  is  a  very  powerful  attractive  to, 
Sir,  your  most  humble  servant.** 

f 
JOHNSON  TO  PERKINS. 

»  Uchflsld.  Oct  4. 
'*  I  cannot  but  flatter  myself  that  your  kindness 
for  me  will  make  you  glad  to  know  where  I  am, 
mad  in  what  state.  I  have  been  struggling  very 
hard  with  my  diseases.  My  breath  has  been  very 
much  obstructed,  and  the  water  has  attempted  to 
encroach  upon  me  again.  I  passed  the  first  part 
of  the  summer  at  Oxford,  afterwards  I  went  to 
Lichfield,  thence  to  Ashbourne  in  Derbyshire,  and 
a  week  ago  I  returned  to  Lichfield.  My  breath  is 
now  much  easier,  and  the  water  is  in  a  great  me^ 
sure  nm  away,  so  that  I  hope  to  see  you  again 
before  winter.  Please  make  my  compliments  to 
Mrs^  Perkins,  and  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barclay.  I 
am,  &c." 

JOHNSON  TO  G.  W.  HAMILTON. 


«<i 


**IJehfleld,  Oct.9a 
Considering  what  reason'  you  gave  me  in  the 
spring  to  conclude  that  you  took  part  in  whatever 
good  or  evil  might  be&U  me^  I  ought  not  to  have 
omitted  so  kmg  the  account  which  1  am  now  about 
to  give  you.  My  diseases  are  an -asthma  and  a 
dropsy,  and  what  b  less  curable^  seventy-five.  Of 
the  dropsy,  in  the  beginning  of  the  summer,  or  in 
the  spring,  I  recovered  to  a  degree  which  struck 
with  wonder  both  me  and  my  physicians :  the 
asthma  now  ie  likewise  fbr  a  time  very  much  re- 
lieved. I  went  to  Oxford,  where  the  asthma  was 
very  tyrannical,  and  the  dropsy  began  again  to 
threaten  me  ;  but  seasonable  physic  stopped  the 
inundation:  I  then  returned  to  hondon,  and  in 
July  took  a  resolution  to  visit  Stafibrddiire  and 
Derbyshire,  where  I  am  yet  struggling  with  my 
disease.  The  dropsy  made  another  attack,  and  was 
not  easily  ejected,  but  at  last  gave  way.  The 
asthma  suddenly  remitted  in  bed  on  the  1  Sth  of 
Auioist,  and  though  now  very  oppressive,  is,  I 
think,  still  something  gentler  than  it  was  before 
the  remission.  My  limbs  are  miserably  debilitated, 
and  my  nights  are  sleepless  and  tedious.  When 
you  rnd  this,  dear  Sir,  you  are  not  sorry  that  1 
wrote  no  sooner.  I  will  not  prolong  my  com- 
plainrs.  I  hope  still  to  see  you  in  a  happier  hour, 
to  talk  over  what  we  have  often  talked,  and  per- 
haps to  find  new  topics  of  merriment,  or  new 
incitements  to  curiosity.     I  am,  &c." 


t  Mo  doubt  Mr.  Hunflton*!  generoos  offtr,  amt^,  p.  749., 
though  Johnion  mcnttons  as  of  the  tfrmgt  what  resUy 
happened  in  Movember.  >—  Caoass. 


JOHNSON  TO  PARADISE. 

•«  Licbflold,  Oct.  17. 
"  Though  in  all  my  summer's  excursion  I  have 
given  you  no  account  of  myself,  I  hope  you  think 
better  of  me  than  to  imagine  it  possible  for  me  to 
forget  you,  whose  kindness  to  me  has  been  too 
great  and  too  constant  not  to  have  made  its  impres- 
sion on  a  harder  breast  than  mine.  Silence  is  not 
very  culpable,  when  nothing  pleasing  is  suppressed. 
It  would  have  alleviated  none  of  your  complaints 
to  have  read  my  vicissitudes  of  evil.  I  have  strug- 
gled hard  with  very  formidable  and  obstinate  mala- 
dies ;  and  though  I  cannot  talk  of  health,  think  all 
praise  due  to  my  Creator  and  Preserver  for  the 
continuance  of  my  life.  The  dropsy  has  made  two 
attacks,  and  has  given  way  to  medicine ;  the  asthma 
is  very  oppressive,  but  that  has  likewise  once  re- 
mitted. I  am  very  weak  and  very  sleepless ;  but 
it  is  time  to  conclude  the  tale  of  misery.  I  hope, 
dear  Sir,  that  you  grow  better,  for  you*  have  like- 
wise your  share  of  human  evil,  and  that  your  lady 
and  tiie  young  charmers  are  welL" 

JOHNSON  TO  GEORGE  NICOL.> 

**  Ashboarne,  August  19. 
**  Since  wc  parted,  I  have  been  much  oppressed 
by  my  asthma,  but  it  has  lately  been  less  laborious. 
When  I  sit  I  am  almost  at  ease ;  and  I  can  walk, 
though  yet  very  little,  with  less  diflleulty  for  this 
week  past  than  before.  I  hope  I  shall  again  enjoy 
my  friends,  and  that  you  and  I  shall  have  a  little 
more  literarv  conversation.  Where  I  now  am, 
every  thing  is  very  liberally  provided  for  me  but 
conversation.  My  friend  is  sick  himself,  and  the 
reciprocation  of  complaints  and  groans  affords  not 
much  of  either  pleasure  or  instruction.  What  we 
have  not  at  home  this  town  does  not  supply  ;  and  I 
shall  be  glad  of  a  little  imported  intelligence,  and 
hope  that  you  will  bestow,  now  and  then,  a  little 
time  on  the  relief  and  entertainment  of,  Sir,  yours, 
&c.** 

JOHNSON  TO  CRUIKSHANK. 

**  Athbourne,  Sitpt.  4. 
"  Do  not  suppose  that  I  forget  you  :  I  hope  I 
shall  never  be  accused  of  forgetting  my  benefactors. 
I  had,  till  lately,  nothing  to  write  but  complaints 
upon  complaints  of  miseries  upon  miseries ;  but 
within  this  fortnight  I  have  received  great  relieC 
Have  your  lectures  any  vacation?  If  you  are 
released  from  the  necessity  of  daily  study,  you  may 
find  time  for  a  letter  to  me.  —  [In  this  letter  be 
states  the  particulars  of  his  case.]  —  In  return  for 
this  account  of  my  health,  let  me  have  a  good  ac- 
count of  yours,  and  of  your  prosperity  in  all  your 
undertakings.* 


i» 


JOHNSON  TO  T.  DA  VIES. 

**  August  14. 

**  The  tenderness  with  which  you  always  treat 
me  makes  me  culpable  in  my  own  eyes  for  having 
omitted  to  write  in  so  long  a  separation,  f  had, 
indeed,  nothing  to  say  that  you  could  wUh  to  hear. 
All  has  been  hitherto  misery  accumulated  upon 


s  Bookseller  to  his  Halssty.  —  Boswsu. 
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misery,  disease  corroborating  disease,  till  yesterday 
my  asthma  was  perceptibly  and  unexpectedly  mi- 
tigated. I  am  much  comforted  with  this  short 
relief,  and  am  willing  to  flatter  myself  that  it  may 
continue  and  improve.  I  have  at  present  such  a 
degree  of  ease  as  not  only  may  admit  the  comforts 
but  the  duties  of  life.  Make  my  compliments  to 
Mrs.  Davies.  — >  Poor  dear  Allen  1  —  he  was  a  good 


man.' 


JOHNSON  TO  REYNOLDS. 


'*  Afthbounw,  Joljr  12. 

**  The  tenderness  with  which  I  am  treated  by  my 
friends  makes  it  reasonable  to  suppose  that  they 
are  desirous  to  know  the  state  of  my  health,  and 
a  desire  so  benevolent  ought  to  be  gratified.  —  I 
came  to  Lichfield  in  two  days  without  any  painful 
fiitigue,  and  on  Monday  came  hither,  where  I 
purpose  to  stay  and  try  what  air  and  regularity 
will  effect.  I  cannot  yet  persuade  myself  that  I 
have  made  much  progress  in  recovery.  My  sleep 
is  little,  my  breath  is  very  much  encumbered,  and 
my  legs  are  very  weak.  The  water  has  increased  a 
little,  but  has  again  run  offl  The  most  distressing 
symptom  is  want  of  sleep." 

*'  Aug.  19.  —  Having  had  since  our  separation 
little  to  say  that  could  please  you  or  myself  by 
saying,  I  have  not  been  lavish  of  useless  letters ;  but 
I  flatter  myself  that  you  will  partake  of  the  plea- 
sure with  which  I  can  now  tell  you  that,  about  a 
week  ago,  I  felt  suddenly  a  sensible  remission  of 
my  asthma,  and  consequently  a  greater  lightness  of 
action  and  motion.  —  Of  this  grateful  alleviation  I 
know  not  the  cause,  nor  dare  depend  upon  its 
continuance;  but  while  it  lasts  I  endeavour  to 
ei\joy  it,  and  am  desirous  of  communicating,  while 
it  lasts,  my  pleasure  to  my  friends.  —  Hitherto, 
dear  Sir,  I  had  written  before  the  post,  which  stays 
in  this  town  but  a  little  while,  brought  me  your 
letter.  Mr.  Davies  seems  to  have  represented  my 
little  tendency  to  recover  in  terms  too  splendid.  I 
am  still  restless,  still  weak,  still  watery,  but  the 
asthma  is  less  oppressive.  —  Poor  Ramsay  !*  On 
which  side  soever  I  turn,  mortality  presents  its 
formidable  frown.  I  left  three  old  friends  at  Lich- 
field when  I  was  last  there,  and  now  found  them 
all  dead.  I  no  sooner  lost  sight  of  dear  Allan, 
than  I  am  told  that  I  shall  see  him  no  more.  That 
we  must  all  die,  we  always  knew ;  I  wish  I  had 
sooner  remembered  it.  Do  not  think  me  intrusive 
or  importunate,  if  I  now  call,  dear  Sir,  on  you  to 
remember  it.  ** 

**  Sept.  S.  —  I  am  glad  that  a  little  favour  from 
the  court  has  intercepted  your  furious  purposes.* 
I  could  not  in  any  case  have  approved  such  public 
violence  of  resentment,  and  should  have  considered 
any  who  encouraged  it  as  rather  seeking  sport  for 
themselves  than  honour  for  you.  Resentment 
gratifies  him  who  intended  an  injury,  and  pains 
him  unjustly  who  did  not  intend  it  But  all  this 
is  now  superfluous.  —  I  still  continue,  by  God*s 


1  RamMy,  who  died  August  10. 1784,  st.  71.  — Boswbu.. 
iffi<#,p.  579.  n.3 — C. 

>  ThtB  no  doubt  refers  to  the  Intention  of  Sir  Joshua  to 
resign  the  chair  of  the  Academy :  a  purpose  which,  tliough 
at  this  time  abandoned,  he  executed  in  Feb.  1790:  but  he 
returned  the  chair  again  within  a  month.  —  Csokbr. 

)  Sm  anti^  p.  772.  et  ieq.  There  is  much  obscuritv  in  this 
matter.  It  appears  that  Sir  Joshua  understood  Lord  Thurlow 
lu  hU  verbal  communication  (oisl^,  p.  780.)  to  have  repre- 


mercy,  to  mend.  My  breath  is  easier,  my  nigbti  i 
are  quieter,  and  my  legs  are  less  in  bulk  sad  j 
stronger  in  use.  I  have,  however,  yet  a  great  ly 
to  overcome  before  I  can  yet  attain  even  in  oU 
man's  health.  —  Write,  do  write  to  me  now  and 
then.  We  are  now  old  acquaintance,  and  perlops 
few  people  have  lived  so  much  and  so  long  together 
with  less  cause  of  complaint  on  either  side.  Hk 
retrospection  of  this  is  very  pleasant,  and  I  hope 
we  shall  never  think  on  eadi  other  with  la 
kindness.** 

**  Sept.  9.  —  I  could  not  answer  yoor  letter 
before  this  day,  because  I  went  on  the  nxth  to 
Chatsworth,  and  did  not  come  back  till  the  |m 
was  gone.  Man]^  words,  I  hope,  are  not  neceasuT 
between  you  and  me  to  convince  you  what  gnu* 
tude  is  excited  in  my  heart  by  the  ebsncdlor's 
liberality  and  your  kind  offices.  I  did  not  indeed 
expect  that  what  was  asked  by  the  chsnoeOor 
would  have  been  refused*;  but  sbce  it  has,vt 
will  not  tell  that  anything  has  been  adted.  ~  I 
have  enclosed  a  letter  to  the  chancdbr,  whkk, 
when  you  have  read  it,  you  will  be  pleased  to  sed 
with  a  head  or  other  general  seal,  and  codtct  it  to 
him.  Had  I  sent  it  directly  to  htm,  1  sboold 
have  seemed  to  overlook  the  &vour  of  yoar  inter- 
vention. —  My  last  letter  told  you  of  my  sdrasee 
in  health,  which,  I  think,  in  the  whole  itill  cod- 
tinues.  Of  the  hydropic  tumour  there  ii  nawrm 
little  appearance :  the  asthma  is  much  len  troafal^ 
some,  and  seems  to  remit  something  day  after  ikj. 
I  do  not  despair  of  supporting  an  Engiiih  winter. 
—  At  Chatsworth,  I  met  young  Mr.  Bnrke,  vhe 
led  me  very  oommodioudy  into  ooovemtioD  viik 
the  duke  and  duchess.  We  had  a  very  good 
morning.     The  dinner  waa  public.** 

*<  Sept.  18.  —  I  flattered  mysdf  that  this  week 
would  have  given  me  a  letter  from  you,  bat  noae 
has  come.  Write  to  me  now  and  then,  but  dir«t 
your  next  to  Lichfield. '—  I  think,  and  I  hope  in 
sure,  that  I  still  grow  better.  I  have  sometimes  good 
nights,  but  am  still  in  my  legs  weak,  but  so  roudi 
mended,  that  I  go  to  Lichfield  in  hope  of  hati 
able  to  pay  my  visits  on  foot,  for  there  are  co 
coaches.  —  I  have  three  lettera  this  day,  sll  abost 
the  balloon  :  I  could  have  been  content  with  one. 
Do  not  write  about  the  balloon,  whatever  eke  tod 
may  think  proper  to  say.** 

"  Oct.  2. —  I  am  alwa3rs  prond  of  your  sppfo- 
bation,  and  therefore  was'  much  pleased  that  rw 
liked  my  letter  [anti,  p.  781.].  When  youcopi«i 
it,  you  invaded  the  chancellor's  right  rather  this 
mine. — The  refusal  I  did  not  expect,  but  I  bad 
never  thought  much  about  it,  for  I  doubted  wbetb«r 
the  chancellor  had  so  much  tenderness  ibrne  as  to 
ask.  He,  being  keeper  of  the  king*s  conseteocc. 
ought  not  to  be  supposed  capable  of  an  improper 
petition.  —  AH  is  not  gold  that  glitters,  as  we  bate 
often  been  told ;  and  the  adage  is  verified  in  yoor 
place  and  my  favour*;  but  if  what  happens  doe* 
not  make  us  richer,  we  must  bid  it  wclcooie  if  ^ 


aented  hU  request  as  r^MM.  thoogb  In  the  lrt»r  ef  tbe  M 
of  November  he  ujt  the  contrarf .    Ferha|»  the  iptiiVM  i 
nay  be,  that  Lord  Tburlow  happened  at  the  mMwet  te  be.  , 
a«  he  often  was,  on  bad  terms  with  Mr.  net.  te  wbov  ftr^ 
department  the  increase  orapenrion  would  be,  and  thJft  k« 
did  not  like  to  speak  to  him  on  the  subject.  _  Csosn. 

<  Johnson  seems  to  ha*e  tanaginod,  as  B««v«0  id,9ai 
the  objection  was  fVom  the  King,  vhldk  we  hare  •«•  ?■ 
not  the  (act,  ^  Caoasa. 
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makes  ui  wiier.  —  I  do  not  at  present  grow  better, 
Dor  much  worse.  My  hopes,  however,  are  some- 
what abated,  and  a  verj  great  loss  is  the  loss  of 
hope ;  but  I  struggle  on  as  I  can." 

[JOHNSON  TO  DR.  HEBERDEN 

•*  Llchileld,  13th  October,  17M. 

•'  Though  I  doubt  not  but  Dr.  Brocklesbj 
would  communicate  to  you  any  incident  in  the 
variation  of  my  health  which  appeared  either 
curious  or  important,  yet  I  think  it  time  to  give 
you  some  account  of  myselfi 

**  Not  long  after  the  first  great  efflux  of  the  water, 
I  attained  as  much  vigour  of  limbs  and  freedom  of 
breath,  that  without  rest  or  intermission,  I  went 
with  Dr.  Brocklesby  to  the  top  of  the  punters' 
Academy.  Thia  was  the  greatest  degree  of  health 
that  I  have  obtained,  and  this,  if  it  could  continue^ 
were  perhaps  suffieient ;  but  my  breath  soon  fiuled, 
Mod  my  body  grew  weak. 

**  At  Oxford  (in  June)  I  was  much  distressed  by 
ihortneas  of  breath,  so  much  that  I  never  attempted 
to  scale  ^the  Library  :  the  water  gained  upon  me, 
but  by  the  use  of  squills  was  in  a  great  measure 
driven  away. 

**  In  July  I  went  to  Lichfield,  and  performed  the 
journey  with  very  little  fiitigue  in  the  common 
vehicle,  but  found  no  help  from  ray  native  air.  I  then 
removed  to  Ashbourne,  in  Derbyshire,  where  for 
some  time  I  was  oppressed  very  heavily  by  the 
a»thma  ;  and  the  dropsy  had  advaiwed  so  fiir,  that  I 
could  not  without  great  diffieulty  button  me  at  my 
knees.  •  •  • 

**  So  hydropieal  humour  has  been  lately  visible. 
The  relaxatiou  of  my  breath  has  not  continued  aa 
it  was  at  first,  but  neither  do  I  breathe  with  the 
came  amgnttim  and  distress  as  before  the  remission. 
The  summary  of  my  state  is  this : 

*^  I  am  deprived,  by  weakness  and  the  asthma, 
of  the  power  of  walking  beyond  a  very  shoit 
spacer 

**  1  draw  my  breath  with  difficulty  upon  the 
least  effort,  but  not  with  suffocation  or  pain. 

^  The  dropsy  still  threatens,  but  gives  way  to 
medicine 

**  The  summer  hai  paned  without  giving  me  any 
•treogth, 

•*  My  appetite  is,  I  think,  less  keen  than  it  was, 
but  not  so  abated  as  that  its  decline  can  be  observed 
by  any  but  myaelC 

**  Be  pleased  to  think  on  me  sometimes.     I  am. 
Sir,  your  most  obliged  and  nuMt  humble  servant, 
—  MS,  "  Sax.  Johmsom.*^ 


JOHNSON  TO  JOHN  NICHOLS.* 

•*  Llcbfleld.  Oct.  SO. 
**  'When  you  were  here,  you  were  pleased,  as  I 
am  told,  to  think  my  absence  an  inconvenience.     I 


1  Coamanlcst«d  to  sm  by  Dr.  Heberden,  Jan.  •>  Csoaaa. 
**  Dr.  Johnvoii  bring  atkcd  tn  bis  Uai  iUiiPi*  wbat  phjRician 
h«>  h»d  lent  for  ~  *Dr.  Heberden,*  replied  he,  *  «iM(n«« 
//omtfatfrvM  —  the  lut  of  our  Iramed  phTtidan*/"  — 
StcMoUU  Ame.  vol  vl.  99ft.—  Maskland.  I  do  not  bellete 
thts  anecdote.  Mr.  NichoU  does  not  five  may  authorltv.  nor 
u  it  •tated  to  whom  nor  when  eiecily  It  wu  Mid  (  sad  I  cen- 
Doc  tbiok  that  JobiMon  could  have  thus  InMilted  the  other 
eoilomt  medieal  frienda  who  crowded  to  his  bedside,  whom  he 
aratcrully  called  his  ''benefactors.**  and  particularly  the 
leanMHi  aa  w«U  as  generous  Brocklesby.  —  CaoBsa,  1S47. 

•  This  very  respectable  ■aOfWboGottrlbutsd  so  largely  to 


should  certainly  have  been  very  glad  to  give  so 
skilful  a  lover  of  antiquities  any  information  about 
my  native  place,  of  which,  however,  I  know  not 
mudi,  and  have  reason  to  believe  that  not  much  is 
known.  —  Though  I  have  not  given  you  any 
amusement,  I  have  received  amusement  from  you. 
At  Ashbourne,  where  I  had  very  little  company,  I 
had  the  luck  to  borrow  *  Mr.  Bowyer*s  Life ; '  a 
book  so  full  of  contemporary  history,  that  a  literary 
man  must  find  some  of  hia  old  friends.  I  thought 
that  I  could,  now  and  then,  have  told  you  some 
hints  worth  your  notice ;  and  perhaps  we  may  talk 
a  life  over.  I  hope  we  shall  be  much  together ; 
you  must  now  be  to  me  what  you  were  before,  and 
what  dear  Mr.  Allen  was  besides.  He  was  taken 
unexpectedly  away;  but  I  think  he  was  a  very  good 
man. .—  I  have  made  little  progress  in  recovery. 
I  am  very  weak  and  very  sleepless ;  but  I  live  on 
and  hope.** 

[JOHNSON  TO  HAWKIN& 

**  Lichflald,  7th  November,  17H. 
**  I  am  relapaing  into  the  dropsy  very  fi«t,  and 
shall  make  such  haste  to  town  that  it  will  be  useless 
to  write  to  me ;  but  when  I  comoi  let  me  have  the 
benefit  of  your  advice,  and  the  consolation  of  your 
company.*^ 
—  X4/e. 

This  Tariotts  maas  of  correspondence,  which 
I  have  thus  brought  together,  is  Taluable,  both 
as  an  addition  to  the  store  which  the  public 
already  has  of  Johnson*s  writin^p,  and  as  exhi- 
biting a  genuine  and  noble  specimen  of  yigour 
and  vivacity  of  mind,  which  neither  age  nor 
sickness  could  impair  or  diminish. 

It  may  be  observed,  that  his  writing  in 
eveij  way,  whether  for  the  public  or  privately 
to  his  friends,  was  by  fits  and  starts ;  for  we 
see  frequently  that  many  letters  are  written 
on  the  same  day.  When  he  had  once  over- 
come his  aversion  to  besin,  he  was,  I  suppose, 
desirous  to  go  on,  in  order  to  relieve  his  mind 
from  the  uneasy  reflection  of  delaying  what  he 
oucht  to  do. 

while  in  the  country,  notwithstanding  the 
accumulation  of  illness  which  he  endured,  his 
mind  did  not  lose  its  powers.  He  translated 
an  ode  of  Horace  [lib.  iv.  ode  vii.],  which  is 
printed  in  his  works,  and  composed  several 
prayers.  I  shall  insert  one  of  tiiem,  which  is 
so  wise  and  energetic,  so  philosophical  and  so 
pious,  that  I  doubt  not  of  its  afiurding  consola- 
tion to  many  a  sincere  Christian,  when  in  a 
state  of  mind  to  which  I  believe  the  best  are 
sometimes  liable. 

**  Agabut  in^uuUhe  amdperpitsimf  Tkauffkti. 

**  O  Lord,  my  maker  and  protector,  who  hast 


the  Ikerarv  sad  lopofraphical  history  of  his  eouatry,  died  la 
1SS8,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty*two.  *«  HU  long  life/* 
aa  hu  friend  and  biographer.  Mr.  Alexander  Chalmers,  has 
tnilj  observed.  **  was  •pent  In  the  iwomotloa  of  useful  know, 
ledge.**  The  Life  of  llow)rer.  to  which  Johnson  refers,  was 
republUhed  in  1812-15,  with  large  addltiona,  la  nine  vols. 
Svo.,  under  the  title  of  •*  Lltorary  Anecdotes  of  the  Sigh, 
teenth  Century.**  It  is  a  storehouse  of  factt  and  datee,  and 
every  man  iotereeted  la  literary  Mocrapbr  "ust  own  the 
vast  obUgstioDS  which  are  due  to  lU  ladeflitigable  cooiDUcr. 
—  lUaBLAitD.  The  last  six  volunea  are  of  romparattvd/ 
ilttia  value  for  want  of  aa  lodes. .-  Caoata,  1SI7. 
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l^racioiMly  nent  mc  into  this  world  to  work  out  my 
MiTstion,  cMhle  me  to  drive  frcm  me  all  meh 
unquiet  and  pcrplning  thougfata  m  dwj  mislead 
or  himlcr  me  in  the  praetioc  ik  tbo«  duttet  which 
thou  haft  raqoired,  When  I  behold  the  works  of 
thy  hands,  and  eonsidcr  the  courae  of  thy  pro- 
vidence, give  me  grace  always  to  feineuibet  that 
thy  thoughts  are  not  my  thoughts,  nor  thy  ways 
my  ways.  And  while  it  shall  please  thee  to  eoo- 
tintte  me  in  this  world,  where  mueh  is  to  be  done 
and  little  to  be  known,  teach  me,  by  thy  Holy 
flpfrit,  to  withdraw  my  mind  from  unproBtable 
and  dangerous  inquiries,  from  difficulties  vainly 
curious,  and  doubts  impassible  to  be  solved.  Let 
me  rejoice  in  the  light  which  thou  hast  imparted ; 
let  mc  icrve  thee  with  active  aeal  and  humble  eon- 
lldenee,  and  wait  with  patient  eipccUtion  for  the 
time  in  which  the  soul  which  thou  receivest  shall 
be  satinAcd  with  knowledge.  Grant  this,  O  Lord, 
for  Jesus  Christ's  sake.     AroetL** 

And  hero  I  am  enabled  fully  to  refute  a 
Terr  unjust  reflection,  by  Sir  John  Hawkins, 
both  affainst  Dr.  Johnson  and  his  faithful  ser- 
vant Mr.  Francis  Barber ;  as  if  both  of  them 
had  been  guilty  of  culpable  neglect  towards  a 
person  of  the  name  or  Hcely,  whom  Sir  John 
chooses  to  coll  a  relation  of  Dr.  Johnson's. 
The  fact  is,  that  Mr.  Heely  was  not  his  rela- 
tion :  he  had  indeed  been  married  to  one  of 
his  cousins,  but  she  had  died  without  having 
children,  and  he  had  married  another  woman ; 
so  that  even  the  slight  connection  which  there 
once  had  been  by  alliance  was  dissolved.  Dr. 
Johnson,  who  had  shown  very  great  liberality 
to  this  man  while  his  first  wife  was  alive,  as 
has  appeared  in  a  former  part  of  this  work 
[p.  183.],  was  humane  and  charitable  enough  to 
continue  his  bounty  to  him  occasionally ;  but 
surely  there  was  no  strong  call  of  duty  upon 
him  or  upon  his  legatee  to  do  more.  The  fol- 
lowing letter,  obligingly  communicated  to  me 
by  Mr.  Andrew  Stranan,  will  confirm  what  I 
have  stated :  — 

JOHNSON  TO  HEELY, 

No,  5.  I  a  Pjft'Strtttt  Wtttmintttr. 

**  AthbwinM,  Aug.  IS.  17S4. 

M  $im  —  A«i  necessity  obliges  you  to  call  so  soon 
again  upon  me,  you  should  at  least  have  told  the 
smallest  sum  tliat  will  supply  your  present  want : 
you  csnnot  suppose  thnt  I  hare  much  to  spare. 
IVo  guineas  is  as  much  as  you  ought  to  be  behind 
with  your  creditor.  If  you  wait  on  Mr.  Strahan, 
in  Naw-Streei,  Fettar-Lane,  or,  in  hl^  absence,  on 
Mr.  Andrew  Strahan,  show  this  l^y  which  they  are 
entreated  to  advance  you  two  guineas,  and  to  keep 
this  as  a  voucher.  I  am.  Sir,  your  humble  servant, 

**Sah.  Jottiraov.** 


Indeed  it  is  Terr  necessary  to  keep  ta  wm^. 
that  Sir  John   dkwkins   has  nnaecoaitubir 
viewed  Johnson  s  diaracter  and  ooDdnct  in 
almost  everv  particokr  with  an  vnksppj  pr^ 
judice.    I  shall  add  one  instance  only  to  tk*» 
which  I  have  thought  it  incumbent  on  me  to 
point  out.    Talking  of  Mr.  Garrick*s  hsTi?; 
signified  his  willii^ess  to  let  Johmon  htr* 
the  loan  of  any  of  his   books  to  usvsi  hb 
in  his  edition  of  Shakspeare,  Sir  John  mv« 
(p.  444.),  ^  Mr.  Garrick  knew  not  what  rUk 
he  ran  bv  this  offer.    Johnson  had  lo  ttn&p* 
a  forgetralness  of  obligations  of  thb  sort,  tiut 
few  who  lent  him  books  ever  saw  them  iptL." 
This  surely  conveys  a  most  unfaTOorsble  w* 
sinuation,  and  has  been  so  understood.*   ^Ir 
John  mentions  the  single  case  of  a  carioo 
edition  of  Politian,  whi<3i  he  tells  us  sjjpezrH 
to  belong  to  Pembroke  Ckdlege,  wUco  pr- 
bably  has  been  considered  by  Johnsna  »  )l* 
own  for  upwards  of  fiftv  jean.    Would  it  v: 
be  fairer  to  consider  wis  as  an  insdvertec^'. 
and  draw  no  general  inference  f  Hie  tnth  k 
that  Johnson  was  so  attentive,  thai  b  one « :' 
his  manuscripts  in  my  posseanon  he  has  mari^i 
in  two  columns  books  borrowed  snd  buob 
lent. 

In  Sir  John  Hawkins's  oompilstioD  ther' 
are,  however,  some  paaaaget  oonoeraiDg  Jobs- 
son  which  have  unquestionable  merit  One  ct 
them  I  shall  transcribe,  in  iustice  to  a  vntr 
whom  I  have  had  too  much  occaaon  to  ees- 
sure,  and  to  show  my  fhirDess  as  the  biogrif^ 
of  my  illustrious  friend :  **  There  was  wutr - 
in  his  conduct  and  bdimTioiir  that  dir"^ 
which  results  from  a  r^ular  and  orderly  c^^.r** 
of  action,  and  by  an  irresistible  power  r-s- 
mands  esteem,  fie  could  not  be  said  ti-  ^  i 
staid  man,  nor  so  to  have  adjusted  in  Us  tr  ^i 
the  balance  of  reason  and  passion,  as  u*  .• 
occasion  to  say,  what  may  be  observed,  of  *c 
men,  that  all  they  do  is  just,  fit,  and  n;**** 
Yet  a  judicious  friend  well  suggests,  **  It  sL^ti 
however,  have  been  added,  that  such  nra  a* 
oilen  merdy  just,  and  rigidly  eonvct.  «b  * 
their  hearts  are  oo^  and  qnfccHag :  sod  t&tf 
Johnson*s  virtues  were  of  m  mndi  hither  n-* 
than  those  of  the  ttaid  ondkr^  ao  W  '^ 
scribed." 

We  now  behold  Johnwn  for  tk  last  th?  : 
hbi  native  city,  for  which  he  ever  pKa.'''  • 
warm  afiection,  and  which  bv  a  nddea  -"^  ' 
trophe,  under  the  word  LmA  he  iatrm'-^ 
witn  reverence  into  his  inmsGitBl  vvrt.  *  *-  - 
English  Dictionary  :  "*  —  "^  Stim  mmm  ^ 
rtiar^  While  here,  he  felt  a  remW  v(  L 
the  tenderness  of  filial  aflectioa,  sft  iastw  ' 
whidi  appeared  in  his  ^jttieting  ihe  r**** 


>  Thtt  mrvljr  (•  <«T«T^«t«teii.    Therv  ar«  many  proofk  that  **  Xr.  Stef«c« 

John^tMi  wM  iloir-^lv  IB  »urh  nMiti«r«,  but  do  one  w«r  aad  TtmrjiMci  t 

iboiic*'t  \\  an  tw p» ' At uMi  of  »§?%*»  a  ttatart  at  Bewail  hare  vcar  17^.  hW  ^m 

rei>o-**>nt»  U.— CtOKst,  )1u  fttbcf  fcnll 

*  Tl.r  follovint  cimumttaDc*.  Butnanr  to  the  hooour  of  tvo  (rood  « 

John*«<in  and  the  corporatkm  of  his  native  c:tT,  ha»  bran  Strtet,  Moo4 

<s«i>mttAkalod  Id  MC  hr  iha  Rrv.  Dr.  Vpr  frun  Iha  tovs  ^tv  vaan 


hich 
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.'  ftones  and  inscriptioii  over  Elizabeth  Blanej 
'  (see  p.  5.)  to  be  substantially  and  carefully 
■   renewed. 

To  Mr.  Henry  White  *,  a  young  clergymaa« 
with  whom  he  now  formed  an  intimacy,  so  as 
to  talk  to  him  with  great  freedom,  he  men- 
tioned that  he  could  not  in  general  accuse 
himself  of  having  been  an  undutiful  son. 
^  Once,  indeed,**  said  he,  ^  I  was  disobedient : 
I  refused  to  attend  my  father  to  Uttoxeter 
market.  Pride  was  the  source  of  that  refusal, 
and  the  remembrance  of  it  was  painful.  A 
few  years  ago  I  desired  to  atone  for  this  fault. 
I  went  to  Uttoxeter  in  very  bad  weather,  and 
stood  for  a  considerable  time  bare«headed  in 
the  rain,  on  the  spot  where  my  father*s  stall 
used  to  stand.  In  contrition  1  stood,  and  I 
hope  the  penance  was  expiatory."  ' 

'*  I  told  him,**  says  Miss  Seward,  **  in  one  of 
my  latest  yuits  to  him,  of  a  wonderful  learned 
pig  which  I  had  seen  at  Nottingham;  and 
which  did  all  that  we  have  observed  exhibited 
by   dogs  and  horses.     The  subject  amused 
ban.     ^  Then,*  said  he,  *  the  pigs  are  a  race 
unjustly  calumniated.    Pig  has,  it  seems,  not 
been  wanting  to  fnan,  but  man  to  pig.    We 
do  not  allow  time  for  his  education ;  we  kill 
him  at  a  year  old.*    Mr.  Henry  White,  who 
was  present,  observed  that  if  this  instance  had 
happencMl  in  or  before  Pope*s  time,  he  would 
not  nave  been  justified  in  instancing  the  swine 
an   the  lowest  degree  of  grovelling  instinct. 
Ur,  Johnson  seemed  pleased  with  the  observa- 
tion, while  the  person  who  made  it  proceeded 
u>  remark,  that  great  torture  must  nave  been 
<»njployed,  ere  ue  indocility  of  the  animal 
could  have  been  subdued.  — '  Certainly,*  said 
t  he  Doctor ;  *  but,'  turning  to  me,  *  how  old  is 
yonr  pig?*     I  told   him,  three  years  old. 
*■  Then,*  said  he,  *the  pig  has  no  cause  to  com- 
plain ;  he  would  have  l)c*en  killed  the  first  year 
if  he  had  not  been  educated,  and  protracted 
I'xi^tcnce  is  a  good  rccompence  for  very  consi- 
ilerfl^le  degrees  of  torture.*  ** 

As  Johnson  had  now  very  faint  hopes  of 
r<*coverv,  and  as  Mrs.  Thrale  was  no  longer 
devotea  to  him,  it  might  have  been  supposed 


-w  as  oHotimI  (and  that  wtthoot  aor  lolkiUtloo).  that  a  l«aM> 

•  r  Mild  be  Rrantad  to  Samuel  JohntoD,  Doctor  of  Law*,  of 
f,,^  ^^cnMchmenU  at  bis  houM.  for  th«  term  of  ninctr-nlne 
,  ^  Ar«.  at  tba  old  r«nt.  which  waa  Sf«  •hlllinfi;  of  which,  at 

•  «  f%  clerk.  Mr.  SimpaoQ  bad  tba  honour  and  pleasure  of 

.  .nalng  him,  and  that  be  wm  de«lr«d  to  accept  it  wlthoat 

.  *  >  n(  any  floe  on  the  occaiion  ;  which  leaie  wet  afterwaidi 

.t*d,  and  the  doctor  died  p«>MeMed  of  thU  property.**  — 

.^wrstb.   I  diibellevethatJohnion't  father  buUtthobeoae. 

i     I  am  lailafled  the  l«a«e  wai  only  of  the  mer<Mekm«nl, 

..!#>   by  a  Ahop  window  Jutting  out   Into  the   street.  ~ 

'  '\Hacritt  and  ona  of  the  Ticar*  of  Llchfleld  Cathedral, 

«  .11  .  -- MlRKLAlflt.  .     .    — 

"     3     XI.  ■  itory  it  told  In  more  deUll  ta  Wanier'i  »♦  Tbwr 
r  »  r-.*f^.!A  /*♦•  Sonhfm  Counti^a  qf  EngUmdr  IWJ.  — CaOKlt. 

.     Mr.  Burke  iufcetted  to  me.  b«  applicable  to  Johnaoa.  , 
^U*t  t  Irero.ln  bin  •'^Cato  M^or,"  Myi  of  Appiuat  *•  Inteotum 
,    ..rr»    anlmum,  tanquam  arcuro,  h.tbrbat,  nee  lanirueeceoa 
...cambebatienfrtuli;"  [Hi«  mind  waa  atrttng  like  a  bo«, 

.r  ^id  be  yield  to  the  lanrjor  of  old  aije] ;  repeating  at  the 
.^Mr*m  rtme.  the  following  m.bte  wordi  In  the  MoepaaMge: 

I  cm  aiiHB  aenectoa  boomu  est.  al  lelpia  defeodit,  tl  iua 
reCioaC  il  oemlnl  enaDclpaU  eat,  ai  uaqua  ad  tsCf*- 


that  he  would  naturally  have  chosen  to  remain 
in  the  comfortable  house  of  his  beloved  wife*s 
daughter,  and  end  his  life  where  he  be^an  it. 
But  there  was  in  him  an  animated  and  loAy 
spirit  ^  ;  and  however  complicated  diseases 
might  depress  ordinary  mortals,  all  who  saw 
him  beheld  and  acknowledged  the  invictum 
ammum  Catonii,*  Such  was  his  intellectual 
ardour  even  at  this  time,  that  he  sud  to  one 
friend,  **  Sir,  I  look  upon  every  day  to  be  lost 
in  which  I  do  not  make  a  new  acquaintance ;  ** 
and  to  another,  when  talking  of  his  illness,  '*  I 
will  be  conquered;  I  wiU  not  capitulate.** 
And  such  was  his  love  of  London,  so  high  a 
relish  had  he  of  its  magnificent  extent  and 
variety  of  intellectual  entertainment,  that  he 
lan^[uished  when  absent  from  it,  his  mind 
havug  become  quite  luxurious  from  the  long 
habit  of  enjoying  the  metropolis ;  and,  there- 
fore, although  at  Lichfield,  surrounded  with 
friends  who  loved  and  revered  him,  and  for 
whom  he  had  a  very  sincere  affection,  he  still 
found  that  such  conversation  as  London  affords 
could  be  found  nowhere  else.  These  feelings, 
joined  probably  to  some  flattering  hopes  of  aid 
from  the  eminent  physicians  and  surgeons  in 
London,  who  kindly  and  generously  attended 
him  without  accepting  fees,  made  mm  resolve 
to  return  to  the  capital. 

From  Lichfield  he  came  to  Birmingham, 
where  he  passed  a  few  days  with  his  worthy 
old  schoolfellow,  Mr.  Hector,  who  thus  writes 
tome* 

*<  He  was  very  loUcitous  with  me  to  reeoUcet 
some  of  our  most  early  trannctions,  and  tFtosmit 
tbem  to  him,  for  I  pcroetvsd  nothing  gave  him 
greater  pleasure  than  eAlliog  to  mind  those  days  of 
our  inooceoce.  I  eompliad  with  his  request,  and 
he  only  received  them  a  few  days  before  bts  death. 
I  have  transcribed  for  your  inspcstion  exactly  the 
minutes  I  wrote  to  him.** 

This  paper  having  been  found  in  his  repo- 
sitories after  hb  death.  Sir  John  Hawkins  has 
inserted  it  entire,  and  I  have  made  occasional 
use  of  it  and  otiber  communications  fiiMn  Mr. 
Hector  ^  in  the  course  of  this  work.    I  have 


»«■• 


mam  Tlta  iptrttam  TlndScet  J«a  auurn  s**  [Old  agw  U. honour- 
able If  it  defends  itself;  If  It  malnUlns  Its  rlgbU;  if  tt  does 
not  surrender  Itadf ;  If  to  tba  last  braatb  oT  life  It  Tiodicatea 
Its  rlghU.]  —  BoswiLL.  ,     ^  ._       «        . 

4  [The  itmUom  mind  of  Calo.]  JUroeem  mahanm  Oatools 
are  Horace's  words,  and  It  may  ba  doubted  whether  atros 
is  used  by  any  other  original  writer  In  tba  same  sense. 
SrwMons  Is  perhapa  the  most  corroeC  translatSoo  of  this 
epithec.  —  Maioni. 

>  It  is  a  most  agrrcable  drcomstaDca  attending  the  publi- 
cation of  this  work,  that  Mr.  Hector  has  surrlvod  his  lllus- 
triuos  schoolfellow  so  many  years  ;  that  he  Mill  raUiiis  bis 
health  and  splriU ;  and  has  gratlSed  me  with  the  following 
acknowledgment:  '*  1  thank  you.  most  sincerely  thank  rou, 
for  the  grctti  and  loog-conUnued  entertalnmaot  your  Life  of 
Dr.  Johnson  has  aflhrdrd  me.  and  others  of  my  particular 
fHeods.'*  Mr.  Hector,  basldos  setttag  me  risht  aa  to  the 
eersas  on  a  Sprig  of  Myrtle  (see  enie,  p.  14.  n.  1.).  has 
fefoured  me  with  two  Bngllsh  odes,  written  by  Dr.  Johnton 
at  an  early  period  of  his  life,  which  will  appear  In  my  ediltoo 
of  his  poems.— BoawBLL.  This  early  and  worthy  frWud  of 
Johnson  died  M  Blniilngbam.  9d  of  Septanbar.  irj4.— 
MALoirg. 
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both  yiflited  and  corresponded  with  him  since 
Dr.  Johnson's  death,  and  by  my  inquiries  con- 
cerning a  great  variety  of  particulars,  have 
obUuned  additional  inlbrmation.  I  followed 
the  same  mode  with  the  Reverend  Dr.  Taylor, 
in  whose  presence  I  wrote  down  a  good  deal  of 
what  he  could  tell;  and  he,  at  my  request, 
signed  his  name,  to  give  it  authenticity.  It  is 
very  rare  to  find  any  person  who  is  able  to 
give  a  distinct  account  of  the  life  even  of  one 
whom  he  has  known  intimately,  without  ques- 
tions being  put  to  them,  my  friend  Dr. 
Kippis  has  toM  me,  that  on  this  account  it  is  a 
practice  wiUi  him  to  draw  out  a  biographical 
catechism. 

Johnson  then  proceeded  to  Oxford,  where 
he  was  again  kinaly  received  by  Dr.  Adams ', 
who  was  pleased  to  ^ve  me  the  following 
account  in  one  of  his  letters  (Feb.  17t^ 
1785) :  — 


*<  Hii  last  visit  wti,  I  beliere,  to  my  house, 
whieh  he  left,  after  a  stay  of  four  or  fire  days.  We 
had  much  serious  talk  together,  for  which  I  ought 
to  be  the  better  u  long  as  I  lire.  You  will  re- 
member  some  discourse  which  we  had  in  the  sum- 
mer upon  the  subject  of  prayer,  and  the  difficulty 
of  this  sort  of  compodtion.  He  reminded  me  of 
this,  and  of  my  having  wished  him  to  try  his  hand, 
and  to  give  us  a  specimen  of  hit  style  and  manner 


1  This  amlsbla  snd  cxoellaot  man  nrriTed  Dr.  JohnaoD 
about  roar  yean,  hsTing  died  In  January,  17S9,  at  GlouoeMer, 
aged  8S.  iC  wj  just  cfisnetar  of  Dr.  Adam*  ma/  bo  found 
la  the  GaU,  Mag.  for  1789.  rol.  Uz.  p.  214.  —  Maloni. 

s  It  appears,  however,  that  In  the  interral  between  these 
two  visits  to  Oxford,  aiid  Indeed  within  a  few  days  of  the 
ImC  Johnson  had  made  sooae  preparatorv  notas  towards  this 
purpose,  la  Mr.  Anderdon's  M8S.  1  found  the  foUowinf 
notea:* 

"Paacia. 


•4 


Against  the  tacorslon  of  erfl  tbongfits. 

Repentanee  and  pardon. — Lsmt. 

In  disease. 

On  the  loss  of  Mends  —  by  death ;  by 

fault  or  friend's. 
On  the  unexpactad  notioa  of  tbs  death  of  others. 


his 


*  Prayer  generally  recommendatory  $ 
**  To  understand  their  prayers  i 
**  Under  dread  of  death) 
**  Prayer  commonly  considered  as  a  stated  and  temporary 

duty  —  performed  and  fDrgotten  «  without  any  eflbet 

on  the  mUowIng  day. 
**  Prayer  —  a  vow.  —  iVyisr. 


**  ScaWICISM  OADBIO  BY 

Indiftrenee  about  opinions. 

SnpposlUon  that  things  dtspoted  are  dlspntable. 

Demand  of  unsuitable  evidence. 


cripCora. 
orlty. 


••I. 

"a. 

-5. 

-7. 

••8. 

••9. 
"10. 
••11. 


The  ftrst  part  of  these  notaa  seems  to  be  a  danUeatioD  of 
s ;  the  two  latter,  hints  for  the  dUMoomrwe  on  prayer 
he  Intended  to  prefix.    The  chief  value  of  this  sketch 
an  additional  proof  that  the  prayers  published  bv  Dr. 
was  not  the  methodised  system  of  prayers  which  Dr. 
and  Johnson  had  talked  of,  and  for  which,  it  seeasa, 
he  had  made  the  ftiragolng  preparatory  scheme; —Caoaaa* 

*  Thaw  are  scase  arrow  to  the  Jbregotog  statement  ralati ve 


False  lodgment  of  evidence. 
Complaint  of  the  obscurity  o 
Contempt  of  fathers  and  of  authority, 
Absurd  method  of  learning  obiectfams  flnt. 
Study  not  for  truth,  but  vanity. 
Sensuality  and  a  vicious  life. 
False  honour,  fUse  shame. 
Omission  of  prayer  and  rellgiotts  exercises. 
Oct.  SI.  1784.** 


wh 
Is  as 


that  he  approved.  Headdedlhat  bevMaowa 
aright  frame  of  mind;  aadasbecooldDotpoisbiv 
employ  his  time  better,  he  would  m  csnea  «i 
about  it.  But  I  6nd  upon  inquirf  that  ao  papm 
of  this  sort  were  left  behind  hun,  cxetptsCrv 
short  ejaculatory  forms  suitable  to  hb  pnnt 
situatioa.***  f 

Dr.  Adams  bad  not  then  reoeiTed  accunic  , 
information  on  this  subject :  for  H  his  MLit 
appeared  that  yarious  prayers  had  been  ocm- 
posed  by  him  at  different  periods,  whkb,  Iotc^ 
mingled  with  pious  resolutions  sad  loaie  ih^ 
notes  of  his  life,  were  entitled  by  him  **  Pnj<T< 
and  Meditations,**  and  hare,  in  panuiic«  oi" 
his  earnest  requisition,  in  the  hopes  of  dnvn: 
good,  been  piiolished,  with  a  judidous  veii- 
written  preface,  by  the  Rererend  Mr.Stnku, 
to  whom  he  deliTered  them.  This  sdiunUe 
collection,  to  which  1  have  fre^uentlr  refor^i 
in  the  course  of  this  work,  evmces,  bejoDd  U 
his  compositions  for  the  public,  sad  all  t^ 
eulogies  of  his  friends  and  admirers,  the  men* 
virtue  and  piety  of  Johnson.  It  prores  witt 
unquestionable  authenticity,  that,  amidst  C 
his  constitutional  infirmities,  his  esnieMoe»  w 
conform  his  practice  to  the  preon)ts  of  Or^ 
tianity  was  unceasing,  suod  uat  oe  hslstni^j 
endeavoured  to  refer  every  transaction  o(  &> 
life  to  the  will  of  the  Supreme  Being.^ 


to  the  Praptn  and  Jfeitatfsiu,  which,. cawMtns«  tv 
cflbct  of  that  publleaUaQ  on  Dr.  Johnaeo*s  ctencur.  mm 
Boswell's  tcnioos  claimstoaecoracy  in  all  swh  ■anm-** 
rather  atraage.  Indeed,  It  aaaau  as  if  Bosvrii  M  r>» 
either  too  hastOy.  or  wtfatf  alt,  the  prafimsm  Dr.  Sn:^' 
book.  In  the  flrst  place,  the  wlfegtoa  wm  net —J^  »  ^ 
Bosw^  seems  to  suppose,  by  Or.  JsAaasw  Mneitf :  a"  ^ 
ke  give  it  the  dasignatkm  of  **  P^apirrs  aad  MiSa^^ 
nor  do  the  original  p^wrs  tiear  any  appearsnes  sf  brr^'  -^ 
tended  for  the  preas— quite  the  eewtrasy!  Dt.tmkm'*!^ 
flme  is  not  soclear  on  this  point  aa  it  ought  to  hen  kMff .  la 

eren  from  It  we  learn  that  wliatercr  Johnsoa*ininrni  ^^^ 
have  been,  as  to  lerlslacand  eoUocCing  tir 


themselves  U  la  quite  erldeat  that  Dr. 
to  weave  into  one  work  matertala  that 
come  together,  and  were  not  and 
tended  for  pulNicatioa.   Thla 

repeated)  thepnvrrs  are  mixed  up  ..^ — - .  . 

randa  of  Dr.  Johnson's  cosidncc  sad  Ihonaha  (esHH^  P 
SrraAan,  **  MtMmUmi  *'),  which— aSlKtmg  and  s*»ai  • 
they  may  be  when  read  as  the  secrvc  tAideos  ef  s  |^  ■* 


.  .1 


they  may 

consdcnee — would  have  a  v 
could  be  supposed  to  he  left 
pared  /»r  pmUkmtiom.    Mr. 
Dr.  Jokmmm't  tkmraeier,'*  plaiaiy 
Dr.  Strahan's  stateaoent,  ai  ' 
Adams  to  the  OemOemmi's 
Ua  opinion  of  the  pnhlkatfai 

*•  Ma.  Ubbah,— la  your  last  mn 
hareas«i>rted.  that  the  pdtAkatkm  ef  Dr.  J«k 
and  Modltatlona*  appears  to  ha«w  hesa  at  lh» 
Adams.  Muter  of 
Is 

M*  •  end  _  

saw  a  line  of  theee  compositkiiM  heiara  ihty  i»|i  " 

«vdk  cMiMted. 


tt 


Muter  of  Fsmhroae  Oolleie.  Oaawd.  Tte^j^  "^ 
than  you  are  warranted  by  the  e^aw^*  ^^' 
1  is  so  far  fh«m  being  tnsr,  Choi  Dr.  Amm  ^ 
m  of  theee  eomnositiaiis  beiaM  ihiy  91 1  " 


print,  nor  t9er  Arard  iVnia  Dr, 
-     Hadhel 


msf  ssrcA  tMiMttd.    Had  he  been  oonwiaea  vemmv  i^ 
tioo,  he  would  eeftdbily  have  given  his  veiet  if^*  '  ' 
he  therefore  hopes  that  yon  wtn  dsarhhst.  b  »^  -  * 
asaBaar as  yott can,  from hatac  any  way  eerasmrv wa 


Dr.  Stiahaa's  conduet  la  tUa 
have  been 
dagraa.— Ci 


»•• 
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He  arrived  in  London  on  the  16th  of  No- 
TembeFi  and  next  daj  sent  to  Dr.  Bumey  the 
following  note,  which  I  insert  as  the  last  token 
of  his  remembrance  of  that  ingenious  and 
amiable  man,  and  as  another  of  the  man^ 
proofd  of  the  tenderness  and  benignity  of  his 
neort: — 

**  Mr.  Johnion,  who  came  home  last  night,  sendi 
bis  respects  to  dear  Dr.  Bumey  and  all  the  dear 
Burueys,  little  and  great.** 

JOHNSON  TO  HECTOR, 

**  London.  Nor.  17.  I7S4. 
**  DiAa  Sia,  -^  I  did  not  reach  Oxford  until 
Fridajr  morning,  and  then  I  sent  Francis  to  see  the 
balloon  fly,  but  could  not  go  roysel£  I  staid  at 
Oxford  till  Tuesday,  and  then  came  in  the  common 
▼irhicle  easily  to  London.  I  am  as  I  was,  and 
having  seen  Dr.  Brocklesby,  am  to  ply  the  squills; 
but,  whatever  be  their  efficacy,  this  world  must 
•ooo  pass  away.  Let  us  think  seriously  on  our 
duty.  I  send  my  kindest  resipects  to  dear  Mrs. 
C^relc^s  :  let  mc  have  the  prayers  of  both.  We 
have  all  lived  long,  and  must  soon  part.  God  have 
mercy  on  us,  for  the  sake  of  our  l^ord  Jesus 
Christ     Amen.     I  am,  &c..      Sax.  Johnson.** 

His  correspondence  with  me,  after  his  letter 
on  the  subject  of  my  settling  in  London,  shall 
now,  90  far  as  is  proper,  be  produced  in  one 
aeries.  July  26.  ne  wrote  to  me  from  Ash- 
bourne :  — 

«•  On  the  14th,  I  came  to  Licb6eld,  and  Ibund 
every  body  glad  enough  to  see  me.     On  the  20tb 
I  earoe  hither,  and  found  a  house  half-built,  of  very 
UDCumfortable  appearance  ;  but  my  own  room  has 
not  been  altered.     That  a  man  worn  with  diseases, 
in  bis  seventy.seoond  or  third  year,  should  con- 
demn part  of  his  remaining  life  to  pass  among 
ruins  and  rubbish,  and  that  no  inconsiderable  part, 
appears  to  me  very  strange.     I  know  that  your 
kindness  makes  you  impatient  to  know  the  state  of 
my  health,  in  which  I  eaanot  boast  of  much  im* 
provement.     I  came  through  the  Journey  without 
much  incoovcnieocc^  but  when  1  attempt  self- 
snotion  I  find  my  legs  weak,  and  my  breath  very 
%hort :  this  day  I  have  been  much  disordered.     I 
have  no  oompaoy ;  the  doctor  [Taylor]  is  busy  in 
bis   6«Ids,  and  goes  to  bed  at  nine,  and  his  whole 
system  is  so  different  from  mine,  that  we  seem 
f<Trroed  for  different  elements;  I  have,  therefore^ 
all  my  amuiement  to  seek  within  myself** 

Ilavinz  written  to  him  in  bad  spirits  a  letter 
nilcd  with  dejection  and  fretfulness  \  and  at 
the  same  time  expressing  anxious  apprehensions 
concerning  him,  on  account  of  a  dream  which 
hd^l  disturbed  mc ;  his  answer  was  chiefly  in 
U;rnis  of  reproach,  for  a  supposed  charge  of 
^  afTecting  discontent,  and  indulging  the  vanity 
of  compUmt.**    It»  however,  proceeded :  — 


I  Dr.  JobQMNi  and  others  of  Mr.  Botwell**  friends  eacd  to 
(|Ut»rl*ere  sod  therefor*  ridicule  his  menul  Inqutef  udet— (hat 
X  Jt  liwiwy  BotmeU  '*  thoold  be  afllicted  with  owlmcAo/^,  was 
wHst  oooe  of  bia  acqnalnUnce  cowld  Imaf  Ine ;  and  as  be 
««.ef»«-d  soowtiine*  to  make  a  parade  of  these  ratiertes,  they 
tboutf  itt  b«  was  ^Uig  Dr.  Johoaoo,  who  was  admitted  to  be 


**  Write  to  me  often,  and  write  like  a  man*  I 
eoosider  your  fidelity  and  tenderness  as  a  great 
part  of  tba  comforts  which  are  yet  left  me,  and 
sineerely  wish  we  could  be  nearer  to  each  other. 
•  *  •  My  dear  friend,  life  is  very  short 
and  very  uncertain ;  let  us  spend  it  as  well  as  we 
can.  My  worthy  neighbour,  Allen,  is  dead.  Love 
me  as  well  as  you  can.  Fay  my  respects  to  dear 
Mrs.  Boswell.  Nothing  ailed  me  at  that  time ; 
let  your  superstition  at  last  have  an  end.** 

Feeling  very  soon  that  the  manner  in  which 
he  had  written  might  hurt  me,  he,  two  days 
afterwards  (July  28.),  wrote  to  me  again, 
giving  me  an  account  of  his  sufferings ;  after 
which  he  thus  proceeds :  — 

**  Before  this  letter  you  will  have  bad  one  which 
I  hope  you  will  not  take  amiss ;  for  it  contains 
only  truth,  and  that  truth  kindly  intended.  Spar- 
tem  ^luifii  naetut  es  oraa  ;  make  the  most  and  best 
of  your  lot,  and  compare  yourself  not  with  the 
few  that  are  above  you,  but  with  the  multitudes 
which  are  below  you.  Go  steadily  forwards  with 
lawful  buuness  or  honest  diversions.  *  Be,*  as 
Temple  says  of  the  Dutchmen,  *  well  when  you  are 
not  ill,  and  pleased  when  you  are  not  angry.*  This 
may  seem  but  an  ill  return  for  your  tenderness ; 
but  I  mean  it  well,  for  I  love  you  with  great 
ardour  and  sincerity.  Flsy  my  respects  to  dear 
Mrs.  Boswell,  and  teach  the  young  ones  to  love 
me.* 

I  unfortunately  was  so  much  indisposed 
during  a  considerable  part  of  the  year,  tnat  it 
was  not,  or  at  least  I  tnought  it  was  not,  in  my 
power  to  write  to  my  illustrious  friend  as  for- 
merly, or  without  expressing  such  complaints 
as  offended  him.  Haying  conjured  him  not  to 
do  me  the  injustice  of  charging  me  with  affec- 
tation, I  was  with  mooh  regret  long  silent 
His  last  letter  to  me  then  came,  and  affected 
me  yery  tenderly :  — 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELU 

*'Ucbfleld,NoT.S.17S«. 

**  DKAa  Sia, —  I  have  this  summer  sometimes 
amended,  and  sometimes  relapsed,  but,  upon  the 
whole,  have  lost  ground  very  much.  My  l^s  are 
extremely  weak,  and  my  breath  very  short,  and  the 
water  is  now  increasing  upon  me.  In  this  tm- 
c6mfortable  state  your  letters  used  to  relieve;  what 
is  the  reason  that  I  have  them  no  longer  ?  Are 
you  sick,  or  are  you  sullen?  Whatever  be  the 
reason,  if  it  be  lets  than  necessity,  drive  it  away  ; 
and  of  the  short  life  that  we  have,  make  the  best 
use  for  yourself  and  for  your  friends.  •  •  •  I  am 
sometimes  afraid  that  your  omission  to  write  has 
some  real  cauw,  and  shall  be  glad  to  know  that 
you  are  not  sick,  and  that  notliing  ill  has  bcfiUIen 
dear  Mrs.  Boswell,  or  any  of  your  family.  I  am, 
&e.,  Sam.  Joumsuk.** 


really  a  ioflbrer.  thongh  ke  swtosvoarod  to  ceoceal  U.  But 
aAer  all.  there  csa  bo  no  doubt  that  Boswell  was  liable  U* 
great  Ineqiialitlea  of  tolrHt,  whtcb  will  aceoual  lor  maujr  ot 
the  peeulUrlUes  of  bit  cbaracter,  and  abould  laduoe  u*  to 
pity  wbat  bis  cooleaipoiariw  laughed  at.  ~  Csoasa. 
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both  visited  and  corresponded  with  him  since 
Dr.  Johnson's  death,  and  by  my  inquiries  con- 
cerning a  great  variety  of  particulars,  have 
obtuned  addiUonal  information.  I  followed 
the  same  mode  with  the  Reverend  Dr.  Taylor, 
in  whose  presence  I  wrote  down  a  good  deal  of 
what  he  could  tell;  and  he,  at  my  request, 
signed  his  name,  to  give  it  authenticity.  It  is 
very  rare  to  find  any  person  who  is  able  to 
give  a  distinct  account  of  the  life  even  of  one 
whom  he  has  known  intimately,  without  ques- 
tions bdng  put  to  them.  My  firiend  Dr. 
Kippb  has  told  me,  that  on  this  account  it  is  a 
practice  with  him  to  draw  out  a  biographical 
catechism. 

Johnson  then  proceeded  to  Oxford,  where 
he  was  again  kindly  received  by  Dr.  Adams ', 
who  was  pleased  to  ^ve  me  the  following 
account  in  one  of  his  letters  (Feb.  17th^ 
1785) :  — 

*(  His  last  Tisit  was,  I  bdiere,  to  my  boute, 
which  he  left,  after  a  stay  of  four  or  five  days.  We 
bad  much  lerious  talk  together,  for  which  I  ought 
to  be  the  better  as  long  as  I  live.  You  will  re- 
member some  discourse  which  we  had  in  the  sum- 
mer upon  the  subject  of  prayer,  and  the  difficulty 
of  this  sort  of  composition.  He  reminded  roe  of 
this,  and  of  my  having  wished  him  to  try  his  hand, 
and  to  give  us  a  specimen  of  his  style  and  manner 


>  Tbli  amiable  and  exeellent  man  nunrlred  Dr.  Johnson 
about  four  years,  having  died  In  Januarj,  1789«  at  Gloucester, 
aged  8S.  A  verv  Just  eharacUr  of  Dr.  Adami  may  bo  found 
in  the  GemL  Mag.  for  1789.  vol.  lis.  p.  314.  —  Malomb. 

s  It  appears,  however,  that  in  the  interral  between  these 
two  visits  to  Oxford,  and  Indeed  within  a  few  days  of  the 
last,  Johnson  bad  made  some  preparatory  notes  towards  this 
purpose.  In  Mr.  Anderdon's  M8S.  I  found  the  following 
notes:' 

**  Fsecas. 


M 


M 
•4 


•I 


Against  the  hicnrslon  of  evil  thooghts* 

Repenunca  and  pardon. — Load. 

In  disease. 
,  On  the  loss  of  frtonds  —  by  death ;  hy 

fault  or  friend's. 
.  On  Che  unexpected  aotios  oftbadeath  of  otbsn 


hb 


*  Prayer  geneFally  reoommendatmy ; 
**  To  understand  their  prsyers  i 
•*  Under  dread  of  death; 
**  Prayer  eommonly  oonsidered  as  a  stated  and  temporary 

duty— performed  and  forgotten « without  any  eflbec 

on  the  following  dar. 
**  Prayer  —  a  vow.  —  Taifhr. 


"S. 

••3* 

"4. 

-6. 

••6. 

"7. 

"S. 

"». 
••10. 
*I1. 


**  SoSmOISM  OAOBBD  BT 

IndiffBrsnea  about  opinions. 
Supposition  that  things  disputed  are  disputable. 
Demand  of  unsuitable  evidence. 
False  lodgment  of  evidence. 
Complaint  of  the  obscurity  of  Scripture. 
Contempt  of  Csthers  and  m  authority. 
Absurd  method  of  learning  objections  first. 
Study  not  for  truth,  bat  vanity. 
Sensuality  and  a  vicious  life. 
False  honour,  fklse  shame. 
Omission  of  prayer  and  rellglotts  exerclies. 
Oct,  SI.  17S4.*' 


The  ftrst  port  of  these  notes  seems  to  be  a  dsssmcerton  of 
prayers ;  the  two  latter,  hinU  for  the  diicomne  on  prayer 
which  he  Intended  to  prefix.  The  chief  value  of  this  sketch 
h  as  an  additional  proof  that  the  prayers  publlsbed  bv  Dr. 
flCrahan  was  not  the  metliodlsed  system  of  prayers  which  Dr. 
Adams  and  Johnson  had  talked  of,  and  for  which,  it  seems, 
bo  had  ssade  the  foregoing  preparatory  schenw.— Cnoxsa. 

*  Thers  are  some  eiTors  In  the  foregoing  statemsotrslalive 


that  be  approved.  He  added  that  he  wssaov  is 
A  right  frame  of  miod ;  and  as  be  eooid  not  poeobiv 
employ  his  time  better,  he  would  in  caxwa  at 
about  it.  But  I  find  upon  inquirj  that  no  pspn 
of  this  sort  were  left  behind  htm,  exctptsCrv 
short  ejaculatory  fi»rms  suitable  to  his  prooi 
ntuation."'  f 

Dr.  Adams  had  not  then  reoeiTed  sccontf 
information  on  this  subject:  for  it  htsim^ 
appeared  that  Tarions  prayers  had  been  coa- 
posed  by  him  at  different  periods,  which,  'jnta- 
mingled  with  pious  resolutions  and  some  ihutt 
notes  of  his  life,  were  entitled  by  him  **  PnTfr* 
and  Meditations,**  and  hare,  in  pursittDre  i 
his  earnest  requisition,  in  the  hopes  of  dciit: 
good,  been  puDlisbed,  with  a  juaidoos  veil- 
written  preface,  by  the  Reverend  Mr.  Stnba, 
to  whom  he  deliyered  them.  Hiis  adminbit' 
collection,  to  which  I  have  frec|iientlT  refcnro 
in  the  course  of  this  work,  evinces,  beyond  U 
his  compositions  for  the  public,  and  sll  U* 
eulogies  of  his  friends  and  admirers,  the  mxre 
virtue  and  piety  of  Johnson*  It  profci  vita 
unquestionable  authenticity,  thai,  aaoidst  tl 
his  constitutional  infirmities,  his  eamettneii  tu 
conform  his  practice  to  the  preccnts  of  Cb-.«- 
tianity  was  unceasing,  and  that  be  habinuliT 
endeavoured  to  refer  every  transactiiii  of  In 
life  to  the  will  of  the  Siq^Krenoe  Being.* 


to  the  IVoffrv  mid  IfcdKeSfons*  which.'eaBsMprWf  ^ 
effect  of  that  pubUcaHon  on  Dr.  Johnson's  charanc.  ■• 
BosweU's  sealoos  dahnstoacearacy  tai  all  swh  mmun  -  «* 


rather  strange.    Indeed,  it  sesMs  aa  if 
either  too  hastUy,  or  aof  cfatf,  the  pratfhee  ta  Dv. 

book.    In  the  trst  place,  the  csdfor '  — 

BosweU  seems  to  suppose,  by  Dr. 


r» 


«> 


oTtM-v-- 


ke  give  it  the  dosignation  of**  Ptw/ftrt 
nor  do  the  original  papers  bear  any  app  _ 

tended  for  the  prem  ^ouitothe  eoatrary  1  Dr.  9u^m'*  f** 
fooe  is  not  so  clear  on  this  point  as  It  ought  to  h^vb^*^ 
even  from  It  we  learn  thai  whatever  Jobason'si 
have  been,  as  to  revising  and  eolloctiiig  Ibr  I 
prayers,  or  (as  the  estractjast  MMtfldraifc 
^esyslcm^proprr;  bolB  foes  did  »oah«ar  At  ka<    ■< 

at  most  placed  (huer  mmrkmdmm)  m  ttmtumAmmt^m^ 


Dr.  Strahan's  hands ;  and  ttom.  the 
themselves  it  Is  quite  evidcat  that  Dr 
to  weave  Into  one  work  mattrlala  tkas 
come  together,  and  were  not 
tended  for  pobllcatioo.  This 
cause  (as  has  been  before 


repeated)  the  nrmgen  are  mixed  op 
randa  of  Dr.  Johnson's  emidoec  aM 
Straktm, "  MedOmtiam  **).  whicb_ 
they  may  be  when  read  as  the  secret  cfltodsM  «f 
conscience  i— would  hsvo  a  v<        '"       '  "^ 
oouM  be  supposed  to  he  left 


t  - 


mwvd  ibr  mMnemMms.  Mr.  Coorteaagr  li  Ms  "ai* 
Dr,  JoAiwM'f  ekgneterr  plainly  nvrmmi  Us  «f^ 
Dr.  Strahan's  statement,  aad  tbo  folWwfofflNHrS* 


Adams  to  the  Gfnitammm'$  JUs 
Ui  opinion  of  the  pubUcsthm. 


**  Ms.  UsBAH,— In  your  lest 
beve  aMfifted,  that  the  pubJicarieii  of  Dr.  J 
and  Hedltatlona*  appears  to ' 
Adams,  Master  of  Wmbroki 
Is  asore  than  yon  are  warranted  by 
say ;  and  Is  so  for  from  being  tf«e.  thai  Dr. 
saw  a  line  of  these  composirlnns  hifois  IS^< 
print,  nor  ever  keard  frmm  Dr.  Joktmam,  m  mr 
amg  tmek  etuied.  Had  he  been  oonanlaad  si^  < 
tlon,  be  would  cartalnly  hnve  given  his  vete  i 
he  therefore  hopm  that  yon  wm  rlear  baa. 
from  boiBig  any  i 

•WSL 


l«J*. 


manner  m  you 


Dr.  Strahan's  eondoel  ta  tWs  wl 
have  been  dlslngsnnnus  aad 
degree.— CaoftiB. 
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He  arriyed  in  London  on  the  16th  of  No- 
-vember,  and  next  day  sent  to  Dr.  Burney  the 
following  note,  which  I  insert  as  the  lost  token 
of  his  remembrance  of  that  ingenious  and 
amiable  man,  and  as  another  of  the  manj 

E roofs  of  the  tenderness  and  benignity  of  his 
eart: — 

^  Mr.  Johnson,  who  came  home  last  night,  sends 
bU  respects  to  dear  Dr.  Burney  and  all  the  dear 
Bumeys,  little  and  great** 

JOHNSON  TO  HECTOR, 


In 

**  London,  Nor.  17. 1784. 
M  DsAa  Sia, —  I  did  not  reach  Oxford  until 
Friday  roornmg,  and  then  I  sent  Francis  to  see  the 
balloon  fly,  but  could  not  go  myselC  I  staid  at 
Oxford  till  Tu«»day,  and  then  came  in  the  common 
▼chicle  easily  to  London.  I  am  as  I  was,  and 
having  seen  Dr.  Brocklesby,  am  to  ply  the  squills; 
but,  wliaterer  be  their  efficacy,  this  world  must 
•ooQ  pass  away.  Let  us  think  seriously  on  our 
duty.  I  send  my  kindest  resfpects  to  dear  Mrs. 
Carelefc :  let  me  have  the  prayers  of  both.  We 
have  all  lived  long,  and  must  soon  part.  God  have 
tnercy  on  us,  for  the  sake  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
ChriaL     Amen.     I  am,  &&,      Sax.  Johmsoh.** 

Hia  correspondence  with  me,  after  his  letter 
CD  the  subject  of  my  settling  in  Loudon,  shall 
now,  so  far  aa  ia  proper,  be  produced  in  one 
•cries.  July  26.  ne  wrote  to  me  from  Ash- 
bourne:— 

**  On  the  14th,  I  came  to  Lichfield,  and  Ibund 
every  body  glad  enough  to  see  me.  On  the  80th 
I  emme  hither,  and  found  a  house  half-built,  of  very 
uneumfoftable  appearance ;  but  my  own  room  has 
not  been  altered.  That  a  man  worn  with  diseases, 
in  bis  seventy-seeond  or  third  year,  should  con- 
demn part  of  his  remaining  life  to  pass  among 
ruios  and  rubbish,  and  that  no  inconsiderable  part, 
Appears  to  me  very  strange.  I  know  that  your 
kindness  makes  you  impatient  to  know  the  state  of 
my  health,  in  which  I  cannot  boast  of  much  im- 
provement. I  came  through  the  Journey  without 
gnucb  incoovenieoee^  but  when  1  attempt  sclf- 
snotioa  I  And  my  legs  weak,  and  my  breath  very 
ftbort:  this  day  I  have  been  much  disordered.  I 
have  no  eompany ;  the  doctor  [Taylor]  is  busy  in 
bia  fields,  and  gues  to  bed  at  nine,  and  his  whole 
•ystem  is  so  diflTerent  from  mine,  that  we  seem 
fnrnicd  for  different  elemenU;  1  have,  therefore, 
mix  nay  amusement  to  seek  within  myselC" 

Havinff  written  to  him  in  bad  spirits  a  letter 
filled  wiSi  dejection  and  fretfulness ',  and  at 
the  same  time  expressing  anxious  apprehensions 
ooncermng  him,  on  account  of  a  dream^  which 
had  disturbed  mc ;  his  answer  waa  chiefly  in 
terma  of  reproach,  for  a  supposed  chart^e  of 
•*  affecting  discontent,  and  indulging  the  vanity 
of  complamt.**    It,  however,  proceeded :  — 


1  Dr.  Jt»liiuon  and  others  of  Mr.  Bo« veil*!  Mmd»  oicd  to 
^Ubellcvv  sod  therefnro  ridicule  hto  nieoUl  loqHi«tud««— that 
^^jSrMMy  Jbmrlf  **  •hould  be  aflllcted  with  mehmckoiif,  was 
wbJt  aooo  of  hli  scqualntJUico  could  imaf  Ine ;  and  as  he 
mt^miA  MiDetliiict  to  make  s  parnde  of  tlM«e  rolierief,  Uti*y 
tboof  M  be  was  apng  Dr.  Johosoo,  who  wm  adialtted  lo  be 


**  Write  to  me  often,  and  write  like  a  man.  I 
consider  your  fidelity  and  tenderneaa  as  a  great 
part  of  the  comforu  which  are  yet  left  me,  and 
sineerdy  wish  we  could  be  nearer  to  each  other. 
•  •  •  My  dear  friend,  life  ia  very  short 
and  very  uncertain ;  let  us  spend  it  as  well  as  we 
can.  My  worthy  neighbour,  Allen,  is  dead.  Love 
me  as  well  as  you  can.  Pay  my  respects  to  dear 
Mrs.  Boswell.  Nothing  ailed  me  at  that  time ; 
let  your  superstition  at  last  have  an  end.** 

Feeling  yery  soon  that  the  manner  in  which 
he  had  written  might  hurt  me,  he,  two  days 
afterwards  (July  28.),  wrote  to  me  again, 
giving  me  an  account  of  hia  sttfierings ;  after 
which  he  thus  proceeds :  — 

**  Before  this  letter  you  will  have  had  one  which 
I  hope  you  will  not  take  amiss ;  for  it  contains 
only  truth,  and  that  truth  kindly  intended.  Spar- 
tarn  quam  mocImj  es  orna ;  make  the  most  and  best 
of  your  lot,  and  compare  yourself  not  with  the 
few  that  are  above  you,  but  with  the  multitudes 
which  are  below  you.  Go  steadily  forwards  with 
lawful  business  or  honest  diversions.  *  Be,*  as 
Temple  says  of  the  Dutchmen,  *  well  when  you  are 
not  ill,  and  pleased  when  you  are  not  angry.'  This 
may  seem  but  an  ill  return  for  your  tenderness ; 
but  I  mean  it  well,  for  I  love  you  with  great 
ardour  and  sincerity.  Pay  my  respects  to  dear 
Mrs.  Boawell,  and  teach  the  young  ones  to  love 
me.** 

I  unfortunately  was  so  much  indisposed 
during  a  considerable  part  of  the  year,  wat  it 
waa  not,  or  at  least  I  thought  it  was  not,  in  my 
power  to  write  to  my  illustrious  friend  as  for- 
merly, or  without  expressing  such  complaints 
as  offended  him.  Having  conjured  him  not  to 
do  me  the  injustice  of  charging  me  with  affec- 
tation, I  waa  with  much  regret  long  silent 
Hia  last  letter  to  me  then  came»  and  affected 
me  very  tenderly :  — 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

-Uchfleld,Mov.ft.l78l. 

"  DzAa  Sia, —  I  have  this  summer  sometimes 
amended,  and  sometimes  relapsed,  but,  upon  the 
whole,  have  lost  ground  very  much.  My  legs  are 
extremely  weak,  and  my  breath  very  short,  and  tlie 
water  is  now  increasing  upon  me.  In  this  un* 
comfortable  state  your  lettera  used  to  relieve ;  what 
u  the  reason  that  I  have  them  no  longer?  Are 
you  sick,  or  are  you  sullen?  Whatever  be  the 
reason,  if  it  be  lets  than  necessity,  drive  it  away  ; 
and  of  the  short  life  that  we  have,  make  the  best 
use  for  yourself  and  for  your  friends.  *  *  *  I  am 
sometimes  afraid  that  your  omission  to  write  has 
some  real  cau%e,  and  shall  be  glad  to  know  that 
you  are  not  sick,  and  that  nothing  ill  has  befallen 
dear  Mrs.  Boswell,  or  any  of  your  family.  I  am, 
&e.,  Sam.  Jouksow.*' 


really  a  iuArer,  tbougta  ht  «B«l«avoarMl  lo  commI  U.  Bot 
after  all.  there  eaa  be  no  doubt  that  Boawell  wm  liable  tf> 
great  Ineqiialltle*  of  fvlriti,  which  will  aoooont  for  many  of 
the  pecuUarlUet  of  lili  character,  and  fthould  loducc  u«  to 
pity  what  bis  cootenporariea  laughed  at.  ~  Caoasa* 
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graciously  sent  me  into  this  world  to  work  out  my 
saltation,  enable  me  to  drive  from  me  all  such 
unquiet  and  perplexing  thoughts  as  may  mislead 
or  binder  me  in  the  practice  of  those  duties  which 
thou  hast  required.  When  I  behold  the  works  of 
thy  hands,  and  consider  the  course  of  thy  pro- 
vidence, give  me  grace  always  to  remember  that 
thy  thoughts  are  not  my  thoughts,  nor  thy  ways 
my  ways.  And  while  it  shall  please  thee  to  con- 
tinue  me  in  this  world,  where  much  is  to  be  done 
and  little  to  be  known,  teach  me,  by  thy  Holy 
Spirit,  to  withdraw  my  mind  from  unprofitable 
and  dangerous  inquiries,  from  difficulties  vainly 
curious,  and  doubts  impossible  to  be  solved.  Let 
me  rejoice  in  the  light  which  thou  hast  imparted ; 
let  me  serve  thee  with  active  seal  and  humble  con- 
fidenee,  and  watt  with  patient  especution  for  the 
time  in  which  the  soul  which  thou  receivest  shall 
be  satisfied  with  knowledge.  Grant  this,  O  Lord, 
for  Jesus  Christ's  sake.     Ameo." 

And  hero  I  am  enabled  fiilly  to  refute  a 
Terr  unjust  reflection,  by  Sir  John  Hawkins, 
both  affunst  Dr.  Johnson  and  his  faithful  ser* 
vant  Mr.  Francis  Barber ;  as  if  both  of  them 
had  been  guilty  of  culpable  neglect  towards  a 
person  of  the  name  of  Heely,  whom  Sir  John 
chooses  to  call  a  relation  of  Dr.  Johnson^s. 
The  fact  is,  that  Mr.  Heelj  was  not  his  rela- 
tion :  he  had  indeed  been  married  to  one  of 
his  cousins,  but  she  had  died  without  having 
children,  and  he  had  married  another  woman ; 
so  that  even  the  slight  connection  which  there 
once  had  been  by  alliance  was  dissolved.  Dr. 
Johnson,  who  had  shown  very  K^eftt  liberality 
to  this  man  while  his  first  wife  was  alive,  as 
has  appeared  in  a  former  part  of  this  work 
[p.  183.],  was  humane  and  charitable  enough  to 
continue  his  bounty  to  him  occasionally ;  but 
surely  there  was  no  strong  call  of  duty  upon 
him  or  upon  his  legatee  to  do  more.  The  fol- 
lowing letter,  obligingly  communicated  to  me 
by  Mr.  Andrew  Strahan,  will  confirm  what  I 
have  stated :  — 

JOHNSON  TO  HEELY, 

No,  5.  in  Pf^  Street,  Wt^mintter. 

*'  Alhboiinw,  Aug.  U.  1784. 

«  Sia,  —  As  necessity  obliges  you  to  call  so  soon 
again  upon  me,  you  should  at  least  have  told  the 
smallest  sum  that  will  supply  your  present  want ; 
you  cannot  suppose  that  I  have  much  to  spare. 
Two  guineas  is  aa  much  as  you  ought  to  be  behind 
with  your  creditor.  If  you  wait  on  Mr.  Strahan, 
in  New-Street,  Fetter-Lane,  or,  in  his  absence,  on 
Mr.  Andrew  Strahan,  show  this,  by  which  they  are 
entreated  to  advance  you  two  guineas,  and  to  keep 
this  as  a  voucher.  I  am,  Sir,  your  humble  servant, 

**  Saic  Johnson." 


1  Thli  nirsljr  ii  OTcr-itsted.  Thera  are  many  proofb  that 
Johnion  wu  iloTenly  la  inch  matters,  but  no  one  ever 
thought  ft  an  iroputation  of  lo  grave  a  nature  ai  Botwell  here 
r8pn*«rati  it.—  Ceoksr. 

<  The  foUowinf  cireumitaDoe,  siutuallr  to  the  honour  of 
Johnson  and  the  corporation  of  bis  native  cltf,  has  been 
eommanieated  to  me  bj  the  Rev.  Dr.  Vjne  from  the  town 
clerk :  — 


Indeed  it  is  verv  necessary  to  keep  in  niod  ' 
that  Sir  John  Hawkins  has  unsGcoantiblT 
viewed  Johnson*s  character  and  oondnct  in 
almost  everv  particular  with  an  nnhtppj  pre- 
judice.   I  shaU  add  one  instance  only  to'tbose 
which  I  have  thought  it  incumbent  on  me  to  , 
point  out.    Talking  of  Mr.  Garrick*s  hsTing 
signified  his  willingness  to  let  Johnson  hare 
the  loan  of  any-  of  his   books  to  assist  hk 
in  his  edition  of  Shakspeare,  Sir  John  strs 
(p.  444.),  "  Mr.  Garrick  knew  not  what  rek  ' 
he  ran  bv  this  offer.    Johnson  had  so  stnnge  i 
a  forgetmlness  of  obligations  of  this  sort,  that  ' 
few  who  lent  him  boou  ever  saw  them  anin."  ■ 
This  surely  conveys  a  most  unfavouraUe  in-  . 
sinuation,  and  has  been  so  understood.*   Sir  ' 
John  mentions  the  single  case  of  a  cunoos  ' 
edition  of  Politian,  whidi  he  tells  us  appetred 
to  belong  to  Pembroke  College,  which  pro- 
bably has  been  considered  b  j  Johnson  as  lis 
own  for  upwards  of  fifty  years.    Would  it  not 
be  fairer  to  consider  this  as  an  inadvertence, 
and  draw  no  general  inference  ?  The  truth  is, 
that  Johnson  was  so  attentive,  that  in  one  of 
his  manuscripts  in  my  possession  he  has  marktd 
in  two  columns  booKS  bcnrrowed  and  boob  j 
lent.  I 

In  Sir  John  Hawkins*s  oompilatioD  tltere 
are,  however,  some  passages  eoncemxDg  Jofan- 
son  which  have  unquestionable  merit    One  of 
them  I  shall  transcribe,  in  iustice  to  a  wiitv  ■ 
whom  I  have  had  too  much  occasion  to  on-  . 
sure,  and  to  show  my  fkimess  as  the  biograpber 
of  m^  illustrious  friend :  **  There  was  wastbg 
in  his  conduct  and  behaviour  tiuil  ^^^  i 
which  results  from  a  reralar  and  orderly  conne  ^ 
of  action,  and  by  an  urresistible  power  com-  ■ 
mands  esteem.    He  could  not  be  said  to  be  i  , 
staid  man,  nor  so  to  have  adjusted  in  hii  iM 
the  balance  of  reason  and  passion,  as  to  gire 
occasion  to  say,  what  may  be  observed,  of  tone 
men,  that  all  they  do  is  just,  fit,  and  li^" 
Yet  a  judicious  fnend  well  suggeste,  ^  It  lught, 
however,  have  been  added,  that  such  men  are 
often  merely  just,  and  rigidly  correct,  wfaHe 
their  hearts  are  cold  and  unfeeling :  and  that 
Johnson^s  virtues  were  of  a  much  higher  tooe 
than  those  of  the  ttaid  orderfy  mam  here  de- 
scribed," ■ 

We  now  behold  Johnson  for  the  last  tine  b  ' 
his  native  city,  for  which  he  ever  retained  i  | 
warm  affection,  and  which  by  a  sudden  spos-  i 
trophe,  under  the  word  XtcA,  he  introdac««  | 
witn  reverence  into  his  immortal  work,  *^  The 
English  Dictionary :  **  —  ^'  Salve  magm  pe- 
rerur*    While  here,  he  felt  a  revival  of  all 
the  tenderness  of  filial  affection,  an  instaooe  of 
which  appeared  in  his  orderiz^  the  gnt^ 


**  Mr.  SfanpMU  ha«  now  beftre  bhn  «  reoord  ef  tha  tm^ 
and  veneration  wblch  tbe  ootpotathm  of  LIciiiiU  la  tw 

S«r  1767,  had  for  tbe  merita  and  lenrainf  of  Dr.  itkatm 
U  father  built  the  eomer  honae  fai  tbe  inart«-|tee.  n* 
two  ftwiU  of  which,  towarda  KarkM  and  Braai-wrW 
Street,  stood  upon  watte  land  of  tbo  eenentlon.  •■*' * 
forty  yean*  lenae,  whieb  waa  then  eKpiind.  On  tte !»" 
Aoput,  17G7,  at  n  mntiiwiiHhnn  of  thn  1 
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He  arrived  in  London  on  the  16tJi  of  No- 
Tember,  and  next  day  sent  to  Dr.  Burnej  the 
following  note,  which  I  insert  as  the  last  token 
of  his  remembrance  of  that  ingenious  and 
amijible  man,  and  as  another  of  the  manj 
proofit  of  the  tenderness  and  benignity  of  his 
neart: — 

**  Mr.  Johnson,  who  came  home  last  night,  sends 
bis  respecta  to  dear  Dr.  Burney  and  all  the  dear 
Burneys,  little  and  greaL** 

JOHNSON  TO  HECTOR, 

"  LoDdoo,  Nor.  17.  I7S4. 
**  DiAa  Sia,  —  I  did  not  reach  Oxford  until 
Friday  morning,  and  then  I  sent  Francis  to  see  the 
balloon  fly,  but  could  not  go  myselC  I  staid  at 
Oxford  till  Tuesday,  and  then  came  in  the  common 
▼ehicle  easily  to  London.  I  am  as  I  was,  and 
having  seen  Dr.  Brocklesby,  am  to  ply  the  squills: 
but,  whatever  be  their  efficacy,  this  world  must 
•oca  pass  avray.  Let  us  think  seriously  on  our 
duty.  I  send  my  kindest  respects  to  dear  Mrs. 
Careless  :  let  me  hate  the  prayers  of  both.  We 
have  all  lived  long,  and  must  soon  part.  God  have 
mercy  on  us,  for  the  sake  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ     Amen.     I  am,  &c.,      Sax.  Johnson." 

His  correspondence  with  me,  after  his  letter 
on  the  subject  of  my  settling  in  London,  shall 
now,  so  far  as  is  proper,  be  produced  in  one 
aeries.  July  26.  ne  wrote  to  me  from  Ash- 
bourne:— 

**  On  the  14th,  I  came  to  Lichfield,  and  found 
every  body  glad  enough  to  see  me.     On  the  20th 
I  eaine  hither,  and  found  a  house  half-built,  of  very 
uDCumfortable  appearance ;  but  my  own  room  has 
not  been  altered.     That  a  man  worn  with  diseases, 
in  his  seventy.seeond  or  third  year,  should  con- 
deaui  part  of  his  remaining  life  to  pass  among 
ruins  and  rubbidi,  and  that  no  inconsiderable  part, 
mppcsrs  to  me  very  strange.     I  know  that  your 
kindness  makes  you  impatient  to  know  the  state  of 
my  health,  in  which  I  cannot  boast  of  much  im- 
proTcment.     I  came  through  the  journey  without 
much  inconvenience,  but  when  I  attempt  self- 
motion  I  find  my  legs  weak,  and  my  breath  very 
«faora :  this  day  I  have  been  much  diiordered.     I 
have  no  company ;  the  doctor  [Taylor]  is  busy  in 
bis    fields,  and  goes  to  bed  at  nine,  and  his  whole 
ftjstetn  is  so  different  from  mine,  that  we  seem 
ff  »rmcd  Ibr  different  elements  $  I  have,  therefore, 
all  ray  amusement  to  seek  within  myselC" 

Ilavinff  written  to  him  in  bad  spirits  a  letter 
filled  with  dejection  and  fretfulness ',  and  at 
the  fuune  time  expressing  anxious  apprehensions 
c«>nceming  him,  on  account  of  a  dream  which 
had  disturbed  me ;  his  answer  was  chiefly  in 
term^  of  reproach,  for  a  supposed  charge  of 
•«  aflfectin^  discontent,  and  indulging  the  vanity 
u€  complamt.**    Ity  however,  proceeded :  — 


1  Dr.  Ji^rotOQ  and  others  of  Mr.  Betwciri  friends  ased  to 
«ll«t>rllcve  sad  therrfnrs  ridicule  his  nienul  Inquietudes— that 
••  Jetttmff  Mmtmeti  "  shoald  be  aflicted  with  tnelamtkolg^  was 
vh^  none  of  Ms  acqoelDtaiice  could  linag*iw«  and  as  he 
00^tor^  sometimes  to  make  a  parade  of  these  miseries,  they 
tuou^M  be  was  aptng  Dr.  Johosoo,  who  vas  admitted  to  be 


'*  Write  to  me  often,  and  write  like  a  man.  I 
oonsider  your  fidelity  and  tenderness  as  a  great 
part  of  the  comforts  which  are  yet  left  me,  and 
sincerely  wish  we  could  be  nearer  to  each  other. 
*  *  *  My  dear  friend,  life  is  very  short 
and  very  uncertain ;  let  us  spend  it  as  well  as  we 
can.  My  worthy  neighbour,  Allen,  is  dead.  Love 
me  as  well  as  you  can.  Pay  my  respects  to  dear 
Mrs.  Bos  well.  Nothing  ailed  me  at  that  time ; 
let  your  superstition  at  last  have  an  end.'* 

Feeling  very  soon  that  the  manner  in  which 
he  had  written  might  hurt  me,  he,  two  days 
aflerwards  (July  28.),  wrote  to  me  again, 
giving  me  an  account  of  his  sufierings ;  after 
which  he  thus  proceeds :  — 

**  Before  this  letter  you  will  have  had  one  which 
I  hope  you  will  not  take  amiss ;  for  it  contains 
only  truth,  and  that  truth  kindly  intended.  Spar- 
lam  ^uam  nactua  e$  orna  ;  make  the  most  and  best 
of  your  lot,  and  compare  yourself  not  with  the 
few  that  are  above  you,  but  with  the  multitudes 
which  are  below  you.  Go  steadily  forwards  with 
lawful  business  or  honest  diversions.  *  Be,'  as 
Temple  says  of  the  Dutchmen,  *  well  when  you  are 
not  ill,  and  pleased  when  you  are  not  angry.*  This 
may  seem  but  an  ill  return  for  your  tenderness ; 
but  I  mean  it  well,  for  I  love  you  with  great 
ardour  and  sincerity.  Pay  my  respects  to  dear 
Mrs.  Boswell,  and  teach  the  young  ones  to  love 
me.** 

I  unfortunately  was  so  much  indisposed 
during  a  considerable  part  of  the  year,  tnat  it 
was  not,  or  at  least  I  thought  it  was  not,  in  my 
power  to  write  to  my  illustrious  friend  as  for- 
merly, or  without  expressing  such  complaints 
as  offended  him.  Having  conjured  him  not  to 
do  me  the  injustice  of  charging  me  with  affec- 
tation, I  was  with  much  regret  long  silent. 
His  last  letter  to  me  then  came,  and  affected 
me  very  tenderly :  — 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

-Ucbfleld,  Nov.  Swim. 

"  DiAa  Sia, —  I  have  thb  summer  sometimes 
amended,  and  sometimes  relapsed,  but,  upon  the 
whole,  have  lost  ground  very  much.  My  legs  are 
extremely  weak,  and  my  breath  very  short,  and  the 
water  is  now  increasing  upon  me.  In  this  un- 
c6mfortabIe  state  your  letters  used  to  relieve ;  what 
is  the  reason  that  I  have  them  no  longer  7  Are 
you  sick,  or  are  you  sullen?  Whatever  be  the 
reason,  if  it  be  le«  than  necessity,  drive  it  away  ; 
and  of  the  short  life  that  we  have,  make  the  best 
use  for  youndf  and  for  your  friends.  •  •  •  I  am 
sometimes  afraid  that  your  omission  to  write  has 
some  real  cause,  and  shall  be  glad  to  know  that 
you  are  not  sick,  and  that  nothing  ill  has  befallen 
dear  Mrs.  Boswell,  or  any  of  your  family.  I  am, 
&c.,  Sam.  JouasoH." 


fMlly  a  soflhrer,  thoofh  Ar  ai«leavoar«d  to  cooeaal  it.  But 
after  alt.  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  Boswrtl  wa»  liable  tn 
great  Ineqtialltles  of  splrHi,  whkh  will  aocouat  for  manf  of 
the  pivuUarltka  of  hi*  character,  and  skoukl  loduoa  u*  to 
pKy  what  his  cootaoipof arte*  lausbed  st.  ~  Caoasa, 
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both  visited  and  corresponded  with  him  since 
Dr.  Johnson's  death,  and  by  my  inquiries  con- 
cerning a  great  variety  of  particulars,  have 
obtained  additional  information.  I  followed 
the  same  mode  with  the  Reverend  Dr.  Taylor, 
in  whose  presence  I  wrote  down  a  good  deal  of 
what  he  could  tell;  and  he,  at  mjr  request, 
signed  his  name,  to  give  it  authenticity.  It  is 
yery  rare  to  find  any  person  who  is  able  to 
give  a  distinct  account  of  the  life  even  of  one 
whom  he  has  known  intimately,  without  ques- 
tions being  put  to  them.  My  friend  Dr. 
Kippis  has  told  me,  that  on  this  account  it  is  a 
practice  with  him  to  draw  out  a  biographical 
catechbm. 

Johnson  then  proceeded  to  Oxford,  where 
he  was  again  kindly  received  by  Dr.  Adams  ^ 
who  was  pleased  to  give  me  the  following 
account  in  one  of  his  letters  (Feb.  17th, 
1785) :  — 

*'  His  last  Tistt  was,  I  bdiere,  to  my  bouse, 
whieh  he  left,  after  a  stay  of  four  or  five  days.  We 
bad  much  serious  talk  together,  for  whieh  I  ought 
to  be  the  better  as  long  as  I  live.  You  will  re- 
member  some  ^scourse  which  we  had  in  the  sum- 
mer upon  the  subject  of  prayer,  and  the  difficulty 
of  this  sort  of  composition.  He  reminded  me  of 
this,  and  of  my  having  wished  him  to  try  his  hand, 
and  to  give  us  a  specimen  of  his  style  and  manner 


>  Tbti  amiable  sad  excellent  man  MnTlTed  Dr.  JohoMO 
about  four  jean.  hsTing  died  In  January,  1789,  at  Gloucetier, 
and  8S.  A  Terr  Jiut  character  of  Dr.  Adams  may  bo  found 
Stbe  GaO.  Mag.  for  1789,  vol.  Uz.  p.  914.  —  Malomb. 

»  It  appears,  howe? er,  that  in  the  interral  between  these 
two  TlsiU  to  Oxford,  and  Indeed  within  a  few  days  of  tiie 
last.  Johnaoo  had  made  some  preparatory  notes  towards  this 
parpose.  In  Mr.  Anderdon't  MSS.  I  found  the  following 
notes:  — 


M 


Against  the  faicanion  of  evfl  thoaghts. 

Repentance  and  pardon.  <—  Lamd. 

In  diseasei 
,  On  the  lou  of  frfeoda  —  by  death }  by  Us  own 

fault  or  friend's. 
.  On  the  imeapected  notiot  of  Itis  death  of  otbsn. 


*  Prayer  generally  reconmeodatoiy ; 
**  To  understand  their  prayers ; 
**  Under  dread  of  death  { 

**  Prayer  commonly  ooosidered  as  a  stated  and  temporary 
duty —performed  and  forgotten  —  without  any  eflbct 


on  the  rollowtng  dajr. 
**  Flayer  —  a  vow.  —  Tag 


••I. 

"S. 

"4. 

-8. 

••6. 

-7. 

"8. 

••9. 
"10. 
*ll. 


**  SOBPTICISM  OAOUD  BT 

IndiArence  about  opinions. 
Supposition  that  things  disputed  are  disputable. 
Demand  of  unsuitable  evidence. 
False  iudgment  of  evidence. 
Complaint  of  the  obscurity  of  Scripture. 
Contempt  of  lathers  and  of  authority. 
AlMord  method  of  learning  (Sections  flnt. 
Study  not  for  truth,  but  vanity. 
Sensuality  and  a  vidoua  life. 
False  honour,  fklse  shame. 
Omission  of  prayer  and  religiotts  ezerclief. 
Oel.Sl.1784.** 


The  first  part  of  these  notes  seems  to  be  a  classtilrsrion  of 
prayers ;  the  two  latter,  hlnU  for  the  diaeomnt  on  prayer 
which  he  iofceoded  to  prefix.  The  chief  value  of  this  sketch 
Is  as  an  additlooal  proof  that  the  prayers  published  by  Dr. 
Strahan  was  not  the  methodised  system  of  prayers  which  Dr. 
Adasm  aad  Johnson  had  talked  of;  and  for  which,  it  seems, 
he  had  made  the  fbragoing  preparatory  schema — Caoasa. 

s  TWre  are  MMneerron  In  the  foregoing  statement  relaUve 


m 


that  he  approved.     He  added  that  be 
a  right  frame  of  mind ;  and  aabe  oonld  not 
employ  his  time  better,  he  would  in  Mneit  set 
about  it.     But  I  find  upon  inquiiy  that  no  papm 
of  this  sort  were  left  behind  bun,  excepts  few 
short  ^aculatory  forms  suitable  to  his  pitiat  ■ 
situation,"*  f 

Dr.  Adams  had  not  then  reoerred  aocurste 
information  on  this  subject:  for  it  hssiiD<5; 
appeared  that  various  prayers  had  been  ooib- 
posed  by  him  at  dLSerent  periods,  which,  btpr> 
mingled  with  pious  resolutions  and  some  ibart 
notes  of  his  life,  were  entitled  by  him  **  Pnjen 
and  Meditations,**  and  have,  in  porsoance  <•/ 
his  earnest  requisition,  in  the  hopes  of  d(«r: 
good,  been  puolished,  with  a  jodiciotts  wctl- 
written  preface,  by  the  Rererend  Mr.  Stnluo, 
to  whom  he  deliTered  them.    This  admiraUr 
collection,  to  whidi  I  have  firec|uenUy  refemc 
in  the  course  of  this  work,  cTinces,  beyond  sJ 
his  compositions  for  the  public,  and  aB  ti»' 
eulogies  of  his  friends  and  admirers,  the  sinct-r 
virtue  and  piety  of  Johnson.    It  proves  wit:i 
unquestionable  authenticity^  that,  amidst  s£ 
his  constitutional  infirmities,  his  earaestneei  w 
conform  his  practice  to  the  precCTita  of  Chr^ 
tianitj  was  unceasing,  and  that  be  habitizsMt 
endeavoured  to  refer  every  tranaactka  of  ka 
life  to  the  will  of  the  Supreme  Being.^ 


to  Uie  Froftn 

efltet  of  that  publicatiasi  on  Dr.  Johnaoa's 

Boswdl's  seakms  daima  to  aucuraty  ta  rfl 

rather  strange.    Indeed,  It  sesma  aa  if 

either  too  hastily,  or  not  afotf,  the  preboe  to  Dr.  Sin*r  i 

book.    In  the  first  place,  the  oaflafSw  waa  d«s  aaila.  a  v* 

Boswdl  seems  to  suppose,  by  Dr.  Jmkmtam  ^tmmMi  wtr  a. 

k€  give  It  the  dasignarion  ^f^Fr^tftrt  mmd  JMnhMfc*.  * 

nor  do  the  original  papers  bear  any  appearaswa  of  twvu  •• 

tended  for  the  prea— quite  the  eontnry!  Z>r. 

ikce  is  not  soclear  on  tUspoliit  aa  It  ought  la  1 

even  from  It  we  learn  that  whatever  Johneoa'smaiwft  ■!  ■« 

have  been,  as  to  revising  and  collecting  tw  pirfih  ailmi 

prayers,  or  (as  the  estnctjuac  quoted  rslber  arovea) 


^«^yslrHserprd|r«r;hetoliMCdldBaiatetofiaekmd.  - 
at  moat  placed  (Mcr  aaarfewdiiBs)  a  omftaed— efpi^^  > 
Dr.  Strahan's  hands ;  and  fttm  the  faupcctioa  ef  Che  pm^ 
themselves  It  Is  qnke  evMcnt  thas  Dr. 
to  weave  into  one  work  materials  that 
come  together,  and  were  not  and  never 
tended  for  publlcatloQ.  This 
cause  (as  has  been  befbra 


repeatedUhe  arefcry  are  mlacd  ua 
randa mDt.  Johnion*s ceaduct  aad 
Strakan,  **  MtdHtOim*  *').  which— 
they  may  be  when  read  as  the  secret 
consdenoe— would  have  a  very  diSpresit 
could  be  supposed  to  be  left 
pared  far  pm^Ncatiom     Mr. 
Dr.  Je5uuom*$  dtantder,**  plainly 
Dr.  Strahan's  statement,  and  the 
Adams  to  the  GfmlUmum't 
kit  opinion  of  the  pubMcatton 


**Mb.Ubbaii,— Inyourlast 

have  assorted,  that  the  pobUcation  of  Dr. 
and  Meditatiooa*  appean  to  have  been  aft 
Adami,  Master  of  ^nahrake  CoOeia.  Oxted. 
Is  BBore  tlian  you  are  warranted  by  the  edn 
say ;  and  is  so  fttr  from  beinc  trae«  that  1^. 
saw  a  line  of  these  oo  . 
print,  nor  ewer  Aeard  frmm  Or. 

amp  smek  esuled.    Had  he  been  c 

Uoo,  he  would  eertainly  have  givea  his  velv 
he  therefore  hopes  that  voa  wUI  -*—  "~ 
manner  as  you  can,  from 

Dr.  8tfahan*B  condueft  la  tUa 
have  been  dlslngaaaous  and  m 


I't-i 


lu. 
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He  arrived  in  London  on  the  16tJi  of  No- 
vember, and  next  day  sent  to  Dr.  Bumey  the 
following  note,  which  I  insert  as  the  last  token 
of  his  remembrance  of  that  ingenious  and 
amiable  man,  and  as  another  of  the  many 
proofii  of  the  tenderness  and  benignity  of  hu 
neort: — 

**  Mr.  Johnson,  who  came  home  last  night,  sends 
bis  respects  to  dear  Dr.  Burney  and  all  the  dear 
Burneys,  little  and  great'* 


JOHNSON  TO  HECTOR, 

lu  Birmirngkanu 

**  London,  Nor.  17. 1784. 
**  DrAa  Sia,  —  I  did   not  reach  Oxford  until 
Friday  rooming,  and  then  I  sent  Francis  to  see  the 
balloon  fly,  but  could  not  go  myselC     I  staid  at 
Oxford  till  Tuesday,  and  then  came  in  the  common 
Tvliicle  easily  to  London.     I  am  as  I  was,  and 
haviog  seen  Dr.  Brocklesby,  am  to  ply  the  squills: 
but,  wliaterer  be  their  efficacy,  this  world  must 
soon  pass  away.     Let  us  think  seriously  on  our 
duty.     I  send  my  kindest  restpccts  to  dear  Mrs. 
Careless :   let  me  hate  the  prayers  of  both.     We 
have  all  lived  long,  and  must  soon  part.    God  have 
mercy   on  us,  for  the  sake  of  our  Lord   Jesus 
Christ.     Amen.     I  am,  &c.,      Sam.  Johkson.** 

Hia  correspondence  with  me,  after  his  letter 
on  the  subject  of  my  settling  in  LfOudon,  shall 
now,  so  far  aa  is  proper,  be  produced  in  one 
scries.  July  26.  he  wrote  to  me  from  Ash- 
bourne :  — 

**  On  the  14th,  I  came  to  Liehfleld,  and  found 
every  body  glad  enough  to  see  me  On  the  80th 
I  came  hither,  and  found  a  house  half-built,  of  very 
uncumlbrtable  appearance ;  but  my  own  room  haa 
not  been  altered.  That  a  man  worn  with  diseases, 
in  his  seventy.seeood  or  third  year,  should  con- 
demn part  of  his  remaining  life  to  pass  among 
ruins  and  rubbish,  and  that  no  inconsiderable  part, 
■Ppcan  to  me  very  strange.  I  know  that  your 
kindness  makes  you  impatient  to  know  the  state  of 
my  health,  in  which  I  cannot  boast  of  much  im« 
provcmcnt.  I  came  through  the  journey  without 
much  aoconvcoiencc^  but  when  1  attempt  self- 
motion  I  find  my  legs  weak,  and  my  breath  very 
«bon :  thia  day  1  have  been  much  disordered.  I 
have  no  company ;  the  doctor  [Taylor]  is  busy  in 
bift  fields,  and  goes  to  bed  at  nine,  and  his  whole 
«y«tcm  is  so  different  from  mine,  that  we  seem 
fffrmed  for  different  elements ;  I  have,  therefore^ 
til  my  amusement  to  seek  within  myselC** 

Having  written  to  him  in  bad  spirits  a  letter 
filled  with  dejection  and  fretfulness ',  and  at 
the  same  time  expressing  anxious  apprehensions 
i^mceming  him,  on  account  of  a  dream  which 
k^  disturbed  me ;  his  answer  was  chiefly  in 
terras  of  reproach,  for  a  supposed  charge  of 
"  affecting  discontent,  and  indulging  the  vanity 
uf  comphunt.**    It,  however,  proceeded :  — > 


<  l>t.  Jahmtm  and  otbert  of  Mr.  BotwelPg  friends  otcd  to 
Ari»hev«  and  therefore  ridicule  hb  mental  Inquietude*— that 

"  ' ^wmeU"  •hould  be  aOiicted  wrlth  metmmckol^,  wu 

of  his  aoqoaltttance  could  imaf Ine ;  and  as  he 
MtliDcs  to  make  a  parade  of  th^  rottr rtes,  thi*y 
t^tfttght  he  WM  a^lnff  Dr.  Johnson,  who  was  admitted  to  be 


«*  Write  to  me  often,  and  write  like  a  man*  I 
consider  your  fidelity  and  tendorncn  as  a  givat 
part  of  tha  eomforu  which  are  yet  left  me,  and 
sincerely  wish  we  could  be  nearer  to  each  other. 
•  ^  m  My  dear  ftiend,  life  is  very  short 
and  very  uoceruin ;  let  us  spend  it  as  well  as  we 
can.  My  worthy  neighbour,  Allen,  is  dead.  Love 
me  as  well  as  you  can.  Pay  my  respecu  to  dear 
Mrs.  Boswell.  Nothing  ailed  me  at  that  time ; 
let  your  superstition  at  last  have  an  end.** 

Feeling  very  soon  that  the  manner  in  which 
he  had  written  might  hurt  me,  he,  two  days 
afterwards  (July  28.),  wrote  to  me  again, 
giving  me  an  account  of  his  sufferings ;  after 
which  he  thus  proceeds :  — 

**  Befi>re  this  letter  you  will  have  had  one  which 
I  hope  you  will  not  uke  amiss ;  for  it  contains 
only  truth,  and  that  truth  kbdly  intended.  Spar- 
tarn  quam  nodus  ea  orna ;  make  the  most  and  best 
of  your  lot,  and  compare  yourself  not  with  the 
few  that  are  above  you,  but  with  the  multitudes 
which  are  below  you.  Go  steadily  forwards  with 
lawful  business  or  honest  diversions.  *  Be,'  as 
Teniple  says  of  the  Dutchmen,  *  well  when  you  are 
not  ill,  and  pleased  when  you  are  not  angry.*  This 
may  seem  but  an  ill  return  for  your  tenderness ; 
but  I  mean  it  well,  for  I  love  you  with  great 
ardour  and  sincerity.  Fay  my  respects  to  dear 
Mrs.  Boswell,  and  teach  the  young  ones  to  love 
me." 

I^  unfortunately  was  so  much  indisposed 
during  a  considerable  part  of  the  year,  tnat  it 
was  not,  or  at  leaat  I  tnought  it  was  not,  in  my 
power  to  write  to  my  illustrious  friend  as  for- 
merly, or  without  expressing  such  complaints 
as  offended  him*  Having  conjured  him  not  to 
do  me  the  injustice  of  charging  me  with  affec- 
tation, I  waa  with  much  regret  long  silent 
His  last  letter  to  me  then  came,  and  affected 
me  very  tenderly :  — 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

*'Lichfleld,Nov.a.l7M. 

**  DcAa  Sia, —  I  have  this  summer  sometimes 
amended,  and  sometimes  relapsed,  but,  upon  the 
whole,  have  lost  ground  very  much.  My  legs  arc 
extremely  weak,  and  my  breath  very  short,  and  the 
water  is  now  increasing  upon  me.  In  this  un- 
c6mfortable  state  your  letters  used  to  relieve ;  what 
is  the  reason  that  I  have  them  no  longer  ?  Are 
you  sick,  or  are  you  sullen?  Whatever  be  the 
reason,  if  it  be  less  than  naeeasity,  drive  it  avay  ; 
and  of  the  short  life  that  we  have,  make  the  best 
use  for  youndf  and  for  your  friends.  *  *  *  I  am 
sometimes  afraid  that  your  omisaion  to  write  has 
some  real  cause,  and  shall  be  glad  to  know  that 
you  are  not  sick,  and  that  nothing  ill  has  befallen 
dear  Mrs.  Bosirell,  or  any  of  your  fiimily.  I  am, 
&c.,  Sam.  Joumsok.** 


really  a  lofibrer,  thoagb  k*  aadeavourad  to  oooeeal  it.  But 
after  all,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  Boawell  was  liable  tn 
great  InraiuiUtlct  of  sairtti,  vhicb  will  acooaat  for  many  of 
the  peculiarltlct  of  bis  character,  and  should  Induce  us  to 
pity  what  bis  cooteapoianes  laughed  at.  ~  Caoaxa, 
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Yet  it  was  not  a  little  punful  to  me  to  find 
that  in  a  paragraph  of  this  letter,  which  I  have 
omitted,  he  stm  persevered  in  arraigning  me  as 
before,  which  was  strange  in  him  who  nad  so 
much  experience  of  what  I  suffered.  I,  how- 
ever, wrote  to  him  two  as  kind  letters  as  I 
could ;  the  last  of  which  came  too  late  to  be 
read  by  him,  for  his  illness  increased  more 
rapidly  upon  him  than  I  had  apprehended ;  but 
I  nad  the  consolation  of  beins  informed  that 
he  spoke  of  me  on  his  death-bed  with  affection, 
and  I  look  forward  with  humble  hope  of  re- 
newing our  friendship  in  a  better  world. 

I  now  relieve  the  readers  of  this  work  from 
any  farther  personal  notice  of  its  author ;  who, 
if  he  should  oe  thought  to  have  obtruded  him- 
self too  much  upon  thehr  attention,  requests 
them  to  consider  the  peculiar  plan  of  his  bio- 
graphical undertaking. 

Soon  after  Johnson's  return  to  the  metro- 
polis, both  the  asthma  and  dropsy  became  more 
violent  and  distressful.  He  had  for  some  time 
kept  a  journal  in  Latin  of  the  state  of 
his  illness,  and  the  remedies  which  he  used, 
under  the  title  of  JEgri  Ephemeri»y  which  he 
began  on  the  6th  of  July,  but  continued  it  no 
longer  than  the  8th  of  November ;  finding,  I 
suppose,  that  it  was  a  mournful  and  unavail- 
ing register.  It  is  in  my  possession ;  and  is 
written  with  great  care  and  accuracy. 

Still  his  love  of  literature  ^  did  not  fail.  A 
very  few  days  before  his  death  he  transmitted 
to  his  fKend,  Mr.  John  Nichols,  a  list  of  the 
authors  of  the  Universal  History,  mentioning 
their  several  shares  in  that  work.  *  It  has,  ac- 
cording to  his  direction,  been  deposited  in  the 
British  Museum,  and  is  printed  m  the  Gentle- 
man's Magazine  for  December,  1784. 

As  the  letter  accompan3ring  this  list  (which 
fuUy  supports  the  above  observation)  was 
written  but  a  week  before  Dr.  Johnson's  death, 
the  reader  may  not  be  displeased  to  find  it  here 
preserved:— 

JOHNSON  TO  NICHOLS. 

<*  December  6. 1784. 
"  The  late  learned  Mr.  Swtnton,  having  one  day 
remarked  that  one  man,  meaning,  I  suppose,  no 


1  U  It  traljr  woDderM  to  consider  the  extent  and  conitancj 
of  Johnson*!  Wtmwrr  ardour,  notwithstanding  the  melancbolf 
which  clouded  ana  embittered  his  existence.  Besides  the 
numerous  and  various  works  which  he  executed,  he  had,  at 
different  times,  formed  sdiemas  of  a  yrent  many  more,of  which 
the  following  catalogue  [see  Appendix]  was  siren  bv  him  to 
Mr.  Langton,  and  by  that  gentleman  presented  to  his  Majrstjr. 
_  BoswiLL.  This  catalorutt  as  Mr.  BotweU  calls  It,  ia,  bjr 
Dr.  Johnson  himself,  Intitled  "  DfiiiGMs,**  and  Is  written  in  a 
few  pages  of  a  small  duodecimo  note-book  bound  in  rough 
calf.  It  seems,  from  the  hand,  that  It  was  written  early  In 
life :  fktmi  the  nurginai  dates  it  appears  that  some  portions 
were  added  in  17A2  and  1753.  In  the  first  page  of  this  little 
▼olume,  his  late  MAJestf  King  George  III.  wrote  with  bis 
own  hand  :  —  "  Origmat  Matumeriuti  <ff  Dr.  8mm mel  Jokm- 
aen,  presrmted  bit  Mi  Jriend,  -^  lAm^om,  X$q.  AptU  16lh, 
17H5.    G.it."— unoKiB. 

>  History  of  tbeRomant:  bf  Mr.  Bower.— BoawsiA.— 
Bishop  WarbttrtoB,  in  a  letter  to  Jortin.  in  1749.  speaks  with 
(Treat  eontampt  of  this  work  as  "  mls«ral>le  traah,**  and  '*  the 
infamous  rhapsodr  called  the  Universal  History.*'  Hiek, 
Amte,  vol.  tl.  p.  ITS.  But  Mr.  Gibbon's  more  Ikvourable 
)pinioB  of  this  work  will,  as  Mr.  Markland  obeerres,  claim 


man  but  himself^  could  oaaign  all  the  puts  oC  tSe 
Ancient  Univenal  History  to  their  proper  authatv 
at  the  request  of  Sir  Robert  Cbanben,  or  d 
myself^  gave  the  account  which  I  now  traanut  la 
you  in  his  own  hand ;  being  willing  that  of  m 
great  a  work  the  history  should  be  known,  aod  \hu 
each  writer  should  receive  his  due  proportinD  d 
praise  from  posterity. 

"  I  recommend  to  you  to  preserre  this  tcnp  of 
literary  intelligence  in  Mr.  SwintouVt  own  hami,  or 
to  deposit  it  m  the  Museum,  that  the  veracity  of 
this  account  may  never  be  doubted.  I  am.  Sir. 
your  most  humble  servant*         Sax.  JoHxao*.* 

Mr.  [Svincon.] 


The  History  of  the 
CyicDaiea. 
Blamenea. 


Tark%  TWtan,  tai 

Moguls. 
lodiasSb 


The  History  of  the 
Carthaginians. 
Numidians. 
Mauritsnians. 
Ga^tuliana. 
Garamanthcs. 
Melano  Gvtulians. 
Nigritc. 

Dissertation  on  the  Peopling  of  America. 

— — — ^^  Independency  of  the  Anh^ 

The  Cosmogony,  and  a  small  part  of  the  History 
immediately  following ;  by  Mr.  Sale. 

To  the  birth  of  Abraham ;  chiefly  by  Mr.  a<i- 
vock. 

History  of  tbe  Jews,  Oanla,  and  Spipiarii;  by 
Mr.  Psalmanasar. 

Xenophon's  Retreat ;  by  tbe  aamk 

History  of  the  Persians  and  tbe  CoostaDtiaop' 
litan  Empire;  by  Dr.  CampbcU. 

History  of  the  Romans ;  by  Mr.  Bower. 

During  his  sleepless  niefats  he  arauMd  kix- 
self  by  translatinff  into  Latin  verse,  from  tlr 
Greek,  many  of  the  epigrams  in  the  **Antb^ 
logia.*"  These  translations,  with  sone  «'i^ 
poems  by  him  in  Latin,  he  gave  to  his  fr.-zi 
Mr.  Langton,  who,  having  added  a  few  n^*.". 
sold  them  to  the  booksellers  for  a  snail  f::^ 
to  be  given  to  some  of  Johason*s  reUtkev 
which  was  accordingly  done;  and  thcj  v* 
printed  in  the  collection  of  his  works. 

A  very  erroneous  notion  had  dreiilatcfl  si 
to  Johnson*s  deficiencv  in  the  knawiedisf  ot  6e 
Greek  language,  partly  owing  to  the  w»W.t  ' 
with  which,  fixim  knowing  how  much  therr  w* 


I 


as  much  attention  as  the "decreca*'  of  Wai^vssa.  ^*'^* 

not  improperif  been  termed  bf  the  former  **  the  diettfv  i . 
tyrant  of  the  world  of  lltrratore.**    GStibm  tpafc'  ' '  ' 
*'  excellence  of  the  flrtt  part  of  tbe  UoKerwl  V*f  "  • 
generally  admlttrd."    Tb#  Hlitory  of  tbe  Mace^aMr-  * 
alto  obcerrea.  **  la  executed  with  mwrh  creictia  tw«*<  ' 
judgment.  This  hiatory  would  be  tnraluaMe  ««**  » 
paru  of  the  saaie  merit**—  ytUeeL  W^kt^  ▼.  41 1 41»   ^    ' 
curioos  fkctt  relatioit  to  this  work,  and  iMtrtegy  oe**  *^ 
of  It  committed  to  hlm*eU;  will  be  found  m  mlwn"*' ' 
If emoirt.  p.  391.  —  Caoau. 

s  On  the  tutalect  of  Dr.  JohaaMi*»  akta  to  Oi«A.  I  ^^ 
great  pleasnre  In  qootlng  an  ancvdoia  toM  by  ny  lito  *^* 
Mr.  Gtflbrd.  In  his  Life  of  Ford :  ~ 

**  My  friend  the  late  Lord  Otmreoor  h«4  a  \mmm  Wl 
HUl,  where  1  otually  inent  a  fiaft  ol  tbe  imemir  at  "^ 
became  acquainted  with  Owt  gtwac  ^i4  geni  w«  *'•*' 
Bryant.  Here  tbe  coovrrMtloo  tortwd  «■»  mw^tv  ^* 
Greek  criticism  by  Dr.  Jobneon  la  mme  laliiew  hoc  **  ^' 
Ubie,  which  1  Tentnred  (>br  imm  H^m  f9mt)t»  S^w  « 
correct  and  pointed  It  oat  to  him.  1  truU  mi  i»^  f-A*S 
tb.nt  he  waa  aomethlog  of  mj  opaolon.  tot 
and  rcaerred.    'But,  Sir,*  said  1.      "' 
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to  be  learnt,  he  used  to  mention  his  own  com* 
parative  aoqnisitions.  When  Mr.  Cumberland  * 
talked  to  him  of  the  Greek  framnents  which 
are  so  well  illustrated  in  ^  The  Obserrer,**  and 
of  the  Greek  dramatists  in  general,  he  candidlj 
acknowledged  his  insufficiency  in  that  parti- 
cular branch  of  Greek  literature.  Yet  it  may 
be  said,  that  though  not  a  great,  he  was  a  good 
Greek  scholar.  Dr.  Charles  Burney,  the 
younger,  who  is  universally  acknowledged  by 
the  Ix^st  judges  to  bo  one  of  the  few  men  of 
this  age  who  are  very  eminent  for  their  skill 
in  that  noble  language,  has  assured  me,  that 
Johnson  could  give  a  Greek  word  for  almost 
every  English  one;  and  that,  although  not 
sufficiently  conversant  in  the  niceties  of  the 
language,  he,  upon  some  occasions,  discovered, 
even  in  these,  a  considerable  degree  of  critical 
acumen.  Mr.  Dalzel,  professor  of  Greek  at 
Edinburgh,  whose  skill  is  unquestionable,  men- 
tioned to  me,  in  very  liberal  terms,  the  impres- 
sion which  was  made  upon  him  by  Johnson,  in 
a  conversation  which  they  had  in  London  con- 
cerning that  language.  As  Johnson,  therefore, 
was  undoubtedly  one  of  the  first  Latin  scholars 
in  modem  times,  let  us  not  deny  to  his  fame 
some  additional  splendour  from  Greek.* 

I  shall  now  fnlfil  my  promise  of  exhibiting 
(specimens  of  various  sorts  of  imitation  of 
Johnson's  style. 

In  the  **  Transactions  of  the  Royal  Irish 
Academy,  1787,"  there  is  an  '*  Essay  on  the 
Style  of  br.  Samuel  Johnson,**  by  the  Reverend 
Robert  Burrowes,  whose  respect  for  the  great 
object  of  his  criticism'  is  thus  evinced  in  the 
concluding  paragraph:  "I  have  singled  him 
out  from  the  whole  body  of  English  writers, 
because  his  universally-acknowleuged  beauties 
would  be  most  apt  to  induce  imitation  :  and  I 
have  treated  rather  on  his  faults,  than  his 
(perfections,  because  an  essay  mifffat  comprise 
ull  the  observations  I  could  make  upon  his 
faults,  while  volumes  would  not  be  sufficient 
iVir  a  treatise  on  his  perfections.** 

w  <  rtspin, '  Dr.  JobiMon  himMlf  admttted  that  b«  wu  not  a 
«,-  ^tdCtTtvk  scbolaj/  *  Sir,' he  rfpUed,  with  » lerloat  and  im. 
f*rr«*f  %e  air.  •  It  U  not  ea«y  for  u«  to  M7  what  luch  a  nan  as 
J  oh  OMNI  would  call  a  good  Greek  acholar.'  I  bopo  that  I 
^.Tofttrd  by  that  leftaon— certalnW  Inevpr  forgot  it.**— GgT- 
/.,rtr9  n'nrkai;fFortt^r<A.\.  p.laii.  — Ckoker. 

I  Mr.  Cumberland  auuret  me  that  be  wai  alwaji  trrated 
<»  tib  irreat  courtesy  bjr  Dr.  Jobnion.  who.  in  bit  "  Letteri  to 
Mrs.  Thrale."  vol.il.  p.SR.,  thus  tpt-iaks  of  that  learned, 
1 1  iftniiouf,  and  arcoroplitbed  grntleman : "  The  want  of  coro> 
pany  It  vt  Incoovcnirace,  but  Mr.  Cumberland  it  a  mOUon.** 
...-  Ik^«wau.. 

1  JnhDion  profef  «ed  not  to  be  deepljr  tkllled  In  Greek,  bat 
WAS  oot  roucn  pleated  if  hit  profettlon  wat  believed.  Mr*. 
Fioxzt  tellt  m  that  when  the  King  of  Denmark  wat  in  Bn»- 
I  Arid  [in  1768],  one  of  bit  noblemen  wat  brought  bj  Mr. 
4  *  >lmao  to  tea  Dr.  Jobntoo  at  Mr.  Thrale'i  countrf-boote  \ 
.  r..l  bavins  heard,  he  tald.  that  he  wat  oot  famout  for  Greek 
:  '<r*ture. attacked  bim  on  the  weak  tide  ;  politely  adding, 
1 » .ai  he  cboaa  that  converiatlon  00  purpoee  to  favour  hlmtelr. 
I>r.  JohotoD,  however,  dttplajed  to  ci*piouta  knowledge  of 
authon,  bookt,  and  every  branch  of  learning  In  that  lao- 
irtjacr,  that  the  gentleman  appeared  attonithed.  When  ha 
Z>  at  gooe.  Johoton  tald.  **  Now  for  all  thlt  triumph  I  may 
dianC  Tbrale't  Xenophoo  here.  at.  1  think,  excepting  that 
/,wtr,  I  have  not  looked  in  a  Greek  book  tbete  ten  yeari :  bat 
*«-^  what  hatte  mjr  dear  frIetMb  were  all  In."  continued  ha, 
"  u»  tcU  Cklt  poor  bmooent  foralgaer  that  I  knew  nothing  or 


Mr.  Burrowes  has  analysed  the  composition 
of  Johnson,  and  pointed  out  its  peculiarities 
with  much  acuteness;  and  I  woidd  re« 
commend  a  careful  perusal  of  his  Essaj  to 
those  who  being  captivated  bj  the  union  of 
perspicuity  and  sj^lendour  which  the  writixigs 
of  Johnson  contain,  without  havinff  a  si^- 
cient  portion  of  his  vigour  of  mind,  may  be 
in  danger  of  becoming  bad  copyists  of  his 
manner.  I,  however,  cannot  but  observe,  and 
I  observe  it  to  his  credit,  that  this  learned 
gentleman  has  himself  caught  no  mean  degree 
of  the  expansion  and  harmony  which,  in- 
dej^dent  of  all  other  circumstances,  charac- 
terise the  sentences  of  Johnson.  Thus,  in  the 
preface  to  the  volume  in  which  the  Essay 
appears,  we  find,  — 

"  If  it  be  said,  that  in  societies  of  this  sort  too 
much  attention  is  frequently  bestowed  on  subjects 
barren  and  speculattTe,  it  may  be  answered,  that  no 
one  science  is  so  little  connected  with  the  rest  as 
not  to  afford  many  principles  whose  use  may 
extend  considerably  beyond  the  science  to  which 
they  primarily  belong,  and  that  no  proposition  is 
so  purely  theoretical  as  to  be  totally  incapable  of 
being  applied  to  practical  purposes.  There  is  no 
apparent  connection  between  duration  and  the 
cycloidal  arch,  the  properties  of  which  duly 
attended  to  have  furnished  us  with  our  best 
regtilated  methods  of  measuring  time:  and  he 
who  had  made  himself  master  of  the  nature  and 
affections  of  the  logarithmic  curve  is  not  aware 
that  be  has  advanced  considerably  towards  aaoer- 
taining  the  proportionable  density  of  the  air  at  its 
various  distances  from  the  sur&ee  of  the  earth.** 

The  ludicrous  imitators  of  Johnson's  style 
are  innumerable.  Their  general  method  is  to 
accumulate  hard  words,  without  considering, 
that,  although  he  was  fond  of  introducing 
them  occasionally,  there  is  not  a  single  sentence 
in  all  his  writings  where  they  are  crowded 
together,  as  in  the  first  verse  of  the  following 
imaginary  Ode  by  him  to  Mrs.  Thrale^  which 
appeared  in  the  newspapers : — 


Greek  1  Oh  no  I  be  knows  notbiag  of  Graek!  **  with  a  loud 
burtt  of  laughter.  It  baa  been  tald  that  Dr.  Johnton  never 
exerted  tucb tteady appilcatioa at  he dldfor the latt ten  veart 
of  bla  life  In  the  ttudy  of  Greek  t  but  frequent  patiaget  In  hit 
dlanrand  lettart  contradict  this  tCatament. .CeoRaa. 

*  We  mutt  tmile  at  a  little  inaccuracy  of  metaphor  in  the 
prefkce  to  the  Trantactiont,  which  it  written  by  Mr.  Bur> 
rowei.  The  erirte  <tf  the  ttvte  of  Johnton  having,  with  a  Jutt 
teal  for  literature,  obterved,  that  the  whole  nation  are  called 
on  to  exert  themtelvet,  afterwards  tayt,  **  They  are  eaOed  cm 
br  everr  tgt  which  can  have  latadable  tofloaoce  on  the  heart 
or  man.^' — Boawrll.  _  See  oal^,  i».  09.  n.  1 .  ^  CaoKSR. 

4  Jobnion't  wlthlng  to  unite  hittMolf  with  thtt  rich  widow 
wat  much  talked  of,  but  I  believe  without  foundaUon.  The 
report,  however,  gnve  occatlon  to  a  poem,  not  without  ch*> 
racterlatlcal  merit.  entlUed  "  Ode  to  Mrt.  Thrale,  by  Samuel 
Johnton,  LL.O.,  on  thrlr  timpoted  approaching  Kuptlalt :  ** 
piinled  for  Mr.  Faulder  In  Bond  Stroet.  I  tball  quota  at  a 
■pedmen  the  flrtt  three  ttaniai  t  — 

**  If  e'er  my  flngen  teueh'd  the  lyre, 
In  aaUre  Serce,  In  pleasure  gay, 
Shall  not  my  Thralla't  tmUaa  intplrt  7 
Shall  Sam  reAata  the  tpoftlva  lay  ? 

**  My  dearett  lady!  view  your  slave. 
Behold  him  u  your  very  Bentb  ; 
Baaer  to  write  at  author  grave. 
Or  govern  well  —  the  brewing-tab. 


796 


BOSWELL'S  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


178i 


*<  CervUUd  eoeior's  vidmatt  dainc, 
OpituH  thott  this  gigantic  frainc»         .  ; 

ProetimbiMff  at  thy  shrinet 
Shall,  aOemUed  by  thy  charms, 
A  captive  in  thy  ambient  arms, 

Parennialfy  be  thine  ?** 

This  and  a  thousand  other  such  attempts 
are  totally  unlike  the  original,  which  the 
writers  imagined  they  were  turning  into 
ridicule.  There  is  not  similarity  enough  for 
burlesque,  or  even  for  caricature. 

Mr.Colman,  in  his  "Prose  on  several  Oc- 
casions,** has  "A  Letter  from  Lexiphanes, 
containing  proposals  for  a  Glossary^  or  Voca' 
Jndary  of  the  v vigor  Tonrwe ;  intended  as  a 
Supplement  to  a  larger  Dictionary.**  It  is 
evic^ntly  meant  as  a  sportiye  sally  of  ridicule 
on  Johnson,  whose  style  is  thus  imitated,  with- 
out being  grossly  oyercharged :  — 

"  It  is  easy  to  foresee  that  the  idle  and  illiterate 
will  complain  that  I  have  increased  their  labours 
by  endeavouring  to  diminish  them;  and  that  I 
have  explained  what  is  more  easy  by  what  is  more 
difficult — ignotmi  per  igmotiuM.  I  expect,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  liberal  acknowledgments  of  the 
learned.  He  who  is  buried  in  scholastic  retire- 
ment, secluded  from  the  assemblies  of  the  gay,  and 
remote  from  the  circles  of  the  polite,  will  at  once 
comprehend  the  definitions,  and  be  grateful  for 
such  a  seasonable  and  necessary  elucidation  of  his 
mother-tongue." 

Annexed  to  this  letter  is  the  following  short 
specimen  of  the  work,  thrown  together  in  a 
vague  and  desultory  manner,  not  even  adher- 
ing to  alphabetical  concatenation. 

**  HiGGLKOT  noauiDT,— Conglomeration  and 
confuAion. 

**  HoDGK-roDGi,  —  A  culinary  mixture  of  hete- 
rogeneous ingredients ;  applied  metaphorically  to 
all  discordant  combinations. 

**  Tit  poa  Tat,—  Adequate  retaliation. 

**  Shillt  shallt, —  Hesitation  and  irresolution. 

**  FxB !  FA  I  roM  t —  GigantiG  intonations. 

**  UioMAaoLB, — Discourse,  incoherent  and  rhap- 
sodicaL 

**  CaiNcvK-caAMcoM,  -^  Lines  of  irregularity 
and  involution. 

"  DiMG-DOMQ,  —  Tintinnabulary  chimes,  used 
metaphorically  to  signify  despatch  and  vehemence.**' 

The  serious  imitators  of  Johnson's  st^le, 
whether  intentionally  or  by  the  imperceptible 
effect  of  its  strength  and  animation,  are,  as  I 
have  had  already  occasion  to  observe,  so  many, 


■*  To  rich  felidcv  thui  rsised. 

My  bosom  glows  with  smorooi  fire, 
Fortur  no  lonver  shall  be  praised ; 
'Tli  I  myieiram  Tkra/e's  Eniire.**  —  Brnwux. 

Mrs.  Carter.  Id  one  of  her  tetters  to  Mrs.  Mootacu.  says, 
**  I  onca  saw  hltn  (Dr.Joknmm)  very  mdfgni  when  somebodf 
jested  about  Mn.Thrale's  marrytng  himsdf.  The  choke 
would,  no  doubt,  have  been  singular,  but  much  less  ex- 
oemionablo  than  that  which  she  has  made.**  —  Letter*, 
voL  111.  pi  SSI.  Mr.  Alexander  Chalmers,  who  knew  all 
the  parties,  sajrs  that  Uie  report  was  certainly  unfounded. 
— Caoaas. 


that  I  might  introduce  quotations  from  i  n- 
merous  body  of  writers  m  oar  language,  swt 
he  appeared  in  the  literary  worU.  I  sbli 
point  out  the  following :  — 

WILLIAM  ROBERTSON,  D.D. 

'*  In  other  parts  of  the  globe,  man,  in  hit  nie< 
state,  appears  as  lord  of  the  creation,  giving  lav  to 
various  tribes  of  animals  which  he  has  tamed  a:^ 
reduced  to  subjection.  The  Tartar  feUowt  b% 
prey  on  the  horse  which  he  has  reared,  or  tends  h». 
numerous  herds  which  furnish  him  both  with  i*^ 
and  clothing;  the  Anb  has  rendered  the  a>^. 
docile,  and  avails  himself  of  its  penevcriag  itreor  ^ . 
the  Laplander  haa  formed  the  reindeer  to  be  uu'- 
servient  to  his  will ;  and  even  the  peiyplc  r/ 
Kamschatka  have  trained  their  dogs  to  labjui 
This  command  over  tiie  inferior  cieatm  b  one  1/ 
the  noblest  prerogatives  of  man,  and  amoof  vt* 
greatest  efibrts  of  his  wisdom  and  power.  WiL^rr 
this,  his  dominion  is  incomplete.  He  »  a  mour.t 
who  has  no  subjeets ;  a  master  withont  sem.-iii . 
and  must  perform  every  opention  by  the  stitor 
of  his  own  arm.'*-~>  HiHcry  ef  Amtritat  %U  .. 
4to,  p.  333. 

EDWARD  GIBBON,  £Sa 

**  Of  all  our  passions  and  sippctites,  the  lov  •' 
power  is  of  the  most  imperious  and  unwcoj 
nature,  since  the  pride  of  one  man  icquinn  t 
submission  of  the  multitude.     In  the  tomuh  •. 
civil  discord  the  laws  of  aoctcty  lose  their  ^rt. 
and  their  place  is  seldom   supplied  bj  ths^  ■< 
humanity.     The  ardour  of  oootention,  the  ^ ' 
of  victory,  the  deq>air  of  success,  the  me^x}  >' 
past  injuries,  and  the  fear  of  fumrc  dacpen^  « 
contribute  to  inflame  the  mind,  and  to  uUun  t » 
voice  of  pity.**  —  DetUm  amd  FaU  ef  «k  A>*«» 
Bmpirtt  vol.  L  chap.  4. 

MISS  BURNET. 


**  My  &mily,  mistaking  amfaetiioa  fw 
and  rank  for  dignity,  have  long  pUnoed  a  ^^ 
connection  for  me,  to  which*  tiiough  my  io«a:  * 
repugnance  has  stopped  any  advances,  tbnr  «• 
and  their  views  immovably  adhere.     I  ana  b«i 
certain  they  will  now  listen  to  no  other.     1  < " 
therefore,  to  make  a  trial   where   I  di«pi- 
succcss ;  I  know  not  how  to  risk  a  po*<' 
thoae  who   may  rilcnee   me  by  a  eoaMHsi 
CeciUa,  book  vii.  chap.  1. 

REVEREND  MR.  NARES* 

**  In  an  enlightened  and  impfovi«g  af^  : 
perhaps  is  not  to  be  apprehended  from  ibc 


f  • 


1  On  tiie  oriffaMl  pabllcatiM  oT  Mr 

the  press  teemed  wltb  parodiaa,  «ir  tiiiHiii— 
reporting  Dr.  Johosoo'a  cooveriittan :  k«  ' 
deservodly  forgotten,  except   one  bf  Mr. 
mers,  which  la  eaecoted  with  so  aor 
santry.and  Is,  In  fhrt,  m  Just  a  crtcletan 
of  this  work,  that  the  render  will  !«,  I 
to  And  it  preserred.    See  Appvodlv.  * 
or.  Hum  to  write  the  Life  efwme'e  Awi 

*  The  pasaaee  which  I  qoote  la  t«kcn 
"  Elements  or  Orthoepj ;  cootainiaf  a 
whole  Analogy  of  the  Bngllsb  ~ 
Premmmetmiiamt  Jeoemi,  mmi 


^^c«. 


iET.76. 


BOSWELL*S  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


797 


of  mere  eaprice  ;  At  lueh  a  period  it  will  generally 
be  perceived  that  necdleas  irrcgularit  j  it  the  worst 
of  all  deformities,  and  that  nothing  is  so  truly 
elc<^nt  in  language  as  the  simplicity  of  unviolated 
analogy.  Rules  will,  therefore,  be  observed,  so  far 
as  they  are  known  and  acknowledged :  but  at  the 
same  time,  the  dettre  of  improvement  having  been 
once  eicited  will  not  remain  inactive;  and  its 
efforts,  unless  assisted  by  knowledge  as  much  as 
they  are  prompted  by  seal,  will  not  unfrequently 
be  found  pernicious;  so  that  the  very  persons 
whose  intention  it  is  to  per^t  the  instrument  of 
reason  will  depmve  and  disorder  it  unknowingly. 
At  such  a  time,  then,  it  becomes  peculiarly  ne- 
cessary that  the  analogy  of  language  should  be 
fully  examined  and  understood;  that  its  rules 
should  be  carefully  laid  down ;  and  that  it  should 
be  clearly  known  how  much  it  contains  which, 
being  already  right,  should  be  defended  from 
change  and  violation;  how  much  it  has  that 
demands  amendment ;  and  how  much  that,  for  fear 
of  greater  inconveniences,  must,  perhaps,  be  left 
unaltered,  though  irregular.** 

A  distingaiflhed  author  in  "The  Mirror \** 
A  periodical  paper  published  at  Edinbur^, 
has  imitated  JoDDSon  very  closely.  Thus,  in 
No.16.:  — 

**  The  effects  of  the  return  of  spring  have  been 
frequently  remarked,  as  well  in  relation  to  the 
human  mind  as  to  the  animal  and  vegetable  world. 
Tb«  reviving  power  of  this  season  has  been  tnced 
from  the  fields  to  the  herds  that  inhabit  them,  and 
from  the  lower  classes  of  beings  up  to  man. 
Cfladnesa  and  Joy  are  described  as  prevailing 
through  universal  nature,  animating  the  low  of  the 
cattle,  the  carol  of  the  birds,  and  the  pipe  of  the 
ikhepberd.** 

The  Reyerend  Dr.  Knox,  roaster  of  Tun- 
bridge  school,  appears  to  have  the  imitari  aveo 
of  Johnson  s  style  perpetually  in  his  mind ; 
and  to  his  assiduous,  though  not  servile,  study 
of  it,  we  may  partljr  ascribe  the  extensive 
popularity  of  nis  writinp^.* 


Ir^vetooftrmfpartlculiir  sekDowtedgmraU  to  the  sutbor 
of  «  work  of  uncommon  merit  and  great  utility.  I  know  no 
boftk  which  ooniaint.  In  the  tam«  rompatt,  more  learolnf, 
pvliir  ht«ratur«.  sound  Mme.  sccurmcj  oC  arraageBMnl,  and 
pertpicuity  ofexprettlon.—  Boswell. 

'  llut  eollcctton  wai  pretentwl  to  Dr.  Jobnwo,  I  believe, 
bv  ttt  mthorai  and  I  heard  him  speak  very  wtU  of  It.— 

B<>«WBI.L. 

s  It  were  to  be  wIthM  thst  he  had  fanltaled  thst  ereat  man 
In  •^<^J  retMCt,  and  had  not  followed  the  example  of  Dr. 
^<taro  Smitn.  In  ungracluutly  attacking  hli  venerable  ilteM 
Mairr,  Oxford.  It  muit.  however,  be  obserrcd.  that  he  U 
much  leei  to  blame  than  Smith :  he  only  obiecu  to  certain 
partwulart ;  Smith,  to  the  whole  Institution  ;  though  indebted 
U»r  much  of  hit  learning  to  an  exhIlNtlon  which  he  enjojred 
for  nanjr  yean  at  Ballot  College.  Neither  of  them,  however, 
will  do  any  hurt  to  the  noblett  unlvertlty  In  the  world. 
While  I  animadvert  on  what  appears  to  me  exceptionable 
la  aome  of  the  worki  of  Dr.  Knox.  I  cannot  refuse  due  praise 
to  o(h«r»  of  hii  prodiictlona  ;  particularly  his  sermons,  and  to 
tbc»  spirit  with  which  he  maintains,  against  preaumpCuoua 
berrttcs.  the  cnntolatury  doctrines  peculiar  to  the  Christian 
Ripvflatlon.  ThU  he  has  done  In  a  Banner  equallj  strenuous 
And  conciliating.  Neither  ought  1  to  omit  mentioning  a  re- 
markable instance  of  his  candour.  Notwlihttandlng  the  wldo 
dJtf^renee  of  our  owbiloni  apon  the  imiiortant  subject  of  unl- 
Tvrslly  edoeatlon.  In  a  letter  to  roe  concerning  this  work  he 
tbua  exprsMss  blastelf :  **  I  thank  you  for  the  very  grsat  enter* 


In  his  ^  Essays,  Moral  and  Literary,**  Ko.  3., 
we  find  the  following  passage :  — 

**  The  polish  of  external  grace  may  indeed  be 
deferred  till  the  approach  of  manhood.  When 
solidity  is  obtained  by  pursuing  the  modes  pre- 
scribed by  our  forefathers,  then  may  the  file  be 
used.  The  firm  substance  will  bear  attrition,  and 
the  lustre  then  acquired  will  be  durable.** 

There  is,  however,  one  in  No.  11.  which  is 
blown  up  into  such  tumiditj  as  to  be  truly 
ludicrous.  The  writer  means  to  tell  us,  that 
members  of  Parliament  who  have  run  in  debt 
by  extravagance  will  sell  their  votes  to  avoid 
an  arrest',  which  he  thus  expresses :  — 

**  They  who  build  houses  and  collect  costly 
pictures  and  furniture  with  the  money  of  an 
honest  artisan  or  mechanic  will  be  very  glad  of 
emancipation  from  the  hands  of  a  bailiflT  by  a  sale 
of  their  senatorial  sufirage.** 

But  I  think  the  most  perfect  imitation  of 
Johnson  is  a  professed  one,  entitled  **A  Cri- 
ticism on  Gray's  Elegj  in  a  Country  Church- 
yard," said  to  be  written  by  ilr.  Young, 
{>rofc8sor  of  Greek,  at  Glasgow,  and  of  which 
et  him  have  the  credit,  umess  a  better  title 
can  be  shown.  It  has  not  only  the  particulari- 
ties of  Johnson's  style,  but  tliat  very  species  of 
literary  discussion  and  illustration  for  which 
he  was  eminent.  Having  already  quoted  so 
much  from  others,  I  shall  refer  the  curious  to 
this  performance,  with  an  assurance  of  much 
entertainment.^ 

Yet,  whatever  merit  there  may  be  in  any 
imitations  of  Johnson's  style,  every  good  judge 
must  see  that  they  are  obviously  dinercnt 
from  the  original ;  for  all  of  them  are  either 
deficient  in  its  force,  or  overloaded  with  its 
peculiarities;  and  the  powerful  sentiment  to 
which  it  is  suited  is  not  to  be  found. 

Johnson's  affection  for  his  departed  relations 
seemed  to  grow  warmer  as  he  approached 
nearer  to  the  time  when  he  might  hope  to  see 


talnnent  your  Life  of  Johnson  gives  ne.  It  Is  a  most  valu« 
able  work.  Youn  Is  a  new  species  of  biography.  Happy  fur 
Johnson  that  he  had  so  able  a  raoorder  of  his  wit  aud  wis- 
dom." —  BoawxtL. 

*  Dr.  Knox.  In  his  '*  Moral  and  Literary  "  abstraction,  may 
be  excused  for  not  knowing  the  political  regulations  of  his 
country.  No  senator  can  be  In  the  hands  of  a  baililT  — 
BoswsLL.  Their  houses  aad  goods  might  be  selted  under 
an  execution.  It  was  said,  and  i  believe  truly,  that  Sheridan 
once  (or  more  than  once)  gaee  a  dinner  uixler  those  cir- 

cumitaacea.  and  that  the  baUIA  waited  at  table Caoasa. 

1S47. 

*  It  seems  to  me  to  be  one  of  the  moat  Insipid  and  immeen* 
Inff  folumes  ever  published.  I  cannot  make  out  whether  It 
was  meant  for  Jest  or  earnest ;  but  It  foils  either  way,  for  It 
has  neither  pleasantry  nor  sense.  Johnson  saw  this  work, 
and  thus  writes  of  It :  —  **  Of  the  Imitation  of  my  style.  In  a 
criticism  on  Gray's  Churchyard,  I  forgot  to  maaa  tnenUon. 
The  author  Is,  I  beliove,  utterly  unknown,  for  Mr.  Steevens 
cannot  hunt  him  out.  I  know  little  of  It,  for  though  It  was 
sent  me,  I  never  cut  the  leaves  open.  I  had  a  letter  with  It, 
representing  It  to  me  as  my  own  work ;  In  such  an  account  to 
the  puNIc  there  may  be  humour,  but  to  myself  It  was  neither 
•enoua  aor  comical.  I  suspect  the  writer  to  be  wrong- 
headed.  As  to  the  iMrfse  which  It  makes,  1  never  heard  it, 
and  am  faicUned  to  believe  that  few  attacks  either  of  tidlctjlo 
or  iovertlve  make  much  noise  but  tw  the  help  of  those  that 
they  provoke.** ->  Lrllrrs,  July  ft.  I7ti.— Caoass. 
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them  agaiiL  It  probably  appeared  to  him  that 
he  should  upbraid  himseu  with  unkind  in- 
attention, were  he  to  leave  the  world  without 
haying  paid  a  tribute  of  respect  to  their  me« 
mory. 

DR.  JOHNSON  TO  MR.  GREEN, 

Apoth^ary,  at  Lichfield^ 

'•OeeenbaraiTM. 

*'  Dbae  Sir,  —  I  have  cndosed  tbe  epitaph  Ihr 
mj  fiuher,  mother,  and  brother,  to  be  all  cograven 
on  the  large  aixe,  and  laid  in  the  middle  aule  in 
St.  Michaeri  church,  which  I  request  the  clergy- 
man and  churchwardena  to  permit. 

**  The  first  care  must  be  to  find  the  exact  place 
of  interment,  that  the  stone  may  protect  the  bodies. 
Then  let  the  stone  be  deep,  massy,  and  hard ;  and 
do  not  let  the  difference  of  ten  pounds,  or  more, 
defeat  our  purpose. 

**  I  hare  enclosed  ten  pounds,  and  Mrs.  Porter 
will  pay  you  ten  more,  which  I  gave  her  for  the 
same  purpose.  What  more  is  wanted  shall  be  sent; 
and  I  b^  that  all  possible  haste  may  be  made, 
for  I  wish  to  have  it  done  while  I  am  yet  alive.' 
Let  me  know,  dear  Sir,  that  you  receive  thia.  I 
am,  &e.,  Sam.  Johnson. ** 


JOHNSON  TO  LUCY  PORTER.* 

**IHesiDber  a  1784. 

**DBAa  MAfiAM,— I  am  very  ill,  and  desire 
your  prayers.  I  have  sent  Mr.  Green  the  epitaph, 
and  a  power  to  call  on  you  ibr  ten  pounds. 

"  I  laid  this  summer  a  stone  over  Tetty,  in  the 
chapel  of  Bromley  in  Kent  The  inscription  is  in 
Latin  [p.  78.],  of  which  this  is  the  English.  (Here 
a  translation. )  That  this  is  done,  I  thought  it  fit 
that  you  should  know.  What  care  will  be  taken 
of  us,  who  can  tell  ?  Hay  God  pardon  and  bless 
us,  fior  Jesus  Christ*s  sake.     I  am,  ftc, 

**  Sam.  Jomsox." 


1  A  rsUtlon  of  Dr.  Jobnion.    See  amiit  p.  490.—  Cbokib. 

*  It  wM  not  done.  Dr.  Harwood  telU  us,  UU  after  JohD- 
•on*!  death ;  and  when  tbe  church  was  new  pared  in  1796, 
the  stone  wu  removed,  and,  strange  and  sbamerul  to  sajr.  is 
nowhere  to  be  found.    The  following  Is  the  IntcrlpUon  :— 

H.  8.  E. 
MlCHAtL  JOBNiON, 

VIr  fanpavldna,  coostans.  animosus,  pericalomm  immemor, 
laborum  patleotisslmus ;  Aduda  Christiana  fortis,  ferridusque, 
paler-famillasappritnestrenuus;  blbliopolaadmodiuD  peritus; 
nente  et  llbrls  ct  negotiis  ezculta ;  antmo  ita  flrmo,  ut,  rebua 
adversis  diu  conflicatus,  uec  sibi  oec  suis  defuerlt :  Unxua  tic 
temperata,  at  ei  nihil  qtiod  aures,  vel  pias,  Tel  oastaa  Icsissei, 
aut  dolor,  vol  volupcaa  unquam  expresserlt. 

Nattti  Cublef%  ia  agro  Derbtensi,  Anno  16A6. 
CN>Ut  I7S1. 

Appoalta  est  Sana,  coqJux. 

Antique  FoaooauM  genteoriunda ;  ouan  domisedulam,  forls 
panels  notam  ;  nulli  molettam,  mentis  acumine  et  iudidl  sul»- 
tillutr  prsMellentem ;  aliis  multum.  sibi  panim  Indulgentem : 
JEtcmttatl  semper  attentam,  omne  fere  vlrtutis  nomen  com- 
meodavlt. 

Kata  Nortonla  Regis,  in  agro  Varrieensl,  Anno  1669  ( 

Oblit  1759. 

Cum  KATHAMAULa  illorum  Alio,  qui  natus  1719,  cum  vires 
et  animl.  rt  corporic  multa  poilicorpntnr,  Anno  17S7,  vitam 
brevem  pla  morte  flnivit.  ~  CaoKEK,  1S31-47. 
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La$t  IOmub,  and  DtoOwHh  Wm, 

BwriaL 

Mt  readers  are  now,  at  last,  to  behold  Samcxl 
JoHKBOii  preparing  himaelf  for  thai  doom,  frun 
which  the  most  exalted  powers  afford  no  a* 
emption  to  man.  Death  had  always  been  in 
him  an  object  of  terror :  ao  thai,  thongk  h^  do 
meana  happy,  he  still  clung  to  life  with  so 
eagerness  at  which  many  have  wondered.  At 
any  time  when  he  was  ill,  he  was  very  ma<fc 
pleased  to  be  told  that  he  looked  better.  Ab 
ingenious  member  of  the  SmneUtm  Chh*  to- 
forms  me,  that  upon  one  occasion,  when  br 
said  to  him  that  he  saw  health  retoming  to  hL 
cheek,  Johnson  seized  him  by  the  hand  u/. 
exclaimed,  ^'  Sir,  you  are  one  of  the  kiodt^: 
friends  I  ever  had.** 

His  own  statement  of  his  riews  of  fntnrin 
will  appear  truly  rational ;  and  may,  perlu^*. 
impress  the  unthmking  wiUi  seriousness. 

•*You  know,"  lays  he  to  Mn.  Ihiikt  *! 
never  thought  confidence  with  respect  to  fiitari* 
any  part  of  the  character  of  a  brave,  a  wise,  ct  t 
good  man.  Bravery  has  no  place  where  it  c^ 
avail  nothing ;  wisdom  impreeies  ftrongly  tbe  cao- 
sciousnen  of  those  faults,  of  which  it  ii,  poU;«. 
itself  an  aggravation ;  and  goodnsss,  always  v^:- 
ing  to  be  better,  and  imputing  every  ddkicca 
to  eriminal  negligence,  and  every  (auU  to  vouuin 
corruption,  never  dares  to  suppose  the  eoodok- 
of  forgiveness  Iul611ed,  nor  what  is  wanting  a  ^ 
crime  lupplied  by  penitence. 

**  This  IB  the  state  of  the  best ;  but  vhst  n  ^' 
be  the  condition  of  him  whoae  heart  will  not  vjT  - 
him  to  rank  himself  amonc  tbe  best,  or  asioc^  *•:» 
good  ?  Such  must  be  his  dread  of  tbe  af^pruaci  u 
trial,  as  will  leave  him  little  attention  to  tbe  ofi*  *>t 
of  those  whom  he  is  leaving  for  ever ;  and  the  len- 
nity  that  is  not  felt,  it  can  be  no  virtnc  to  ft-go,* 

His  great  fear  of  deatb^  and  the  linage  di.t 


*  TbU  lady  turrlved  Dr.  Jobaeoe  jnal  tbirt«*  «* 
She  died  at  Licbflcld,  in  ber  sevcoty-Arat  fcer.  Jsr-ftr 
1786,  and  bequeathed  tbe  principal  part  of  ber  fe 
Ret.  Mr.  Pearson,  of  LkhScld —  Haua 

4  A  club  in  Londoe,  foundrd  bv  Uie 
pIiTsician,  Dr.  Atb,  in  booour  of  «boee  nasae  it  «e*  i 
Eumeliam,  tnm  tbe  Greek  ffspH  inr :  tbessgh  fe 
contended,  and  ereo  put  to  a  votn.  thai  fe  sbouli  bs**  •* 
more  obvious  appellation  of  />««■»—,  fttm  tbe  iMU  " 

BOSWILL. 


*  Mrs.  Carter,  la  one  of  her 
sajs.  'M  see  br  tbe  pepen  tbat  Dr. 
extent  of  learning,  and  exquisite  pwrity  ct 
has  left  no  supnior.  and  I  fear  reiy  S 
and  hii  pietj  were  founded  tm  tb* 
principles  and  faith.    His  fhuits,  I  armlv 
tbe  irritations  of  a  oioet  suAvlne  stair  of 
tuiioo,  which  scarcdf  ever  allowed  him  a 

To  this  pauase  tbe  editor  of  airs.  Caitsrli  l/mtn  •«■> 
Joins  the  following  note : 

"  Mrs.  Carter  told  the  editor,  that  la  ooe  sif  lb» 'j«  r« 
rersations  which  she  bad  with  tbla  rmimmH  mtni^  '^ 
told  him  tbat  she  had  nerer  known  htm  uy  ufj  t<^  %f ' 
trary  to  tbe  principles  of  the  Cbrtttiaa  rmdgym.    hi*'^'* 
her  hand  with  great  motion,  exclalmliia«  *  Yee  isi* 
and  bear  witness  to  it  when  I  am  moo  !  *  **—  l^wn  * 
p.  HM  ~  Chalmbis.    **  You  wonder,**  she  a«|*  n  ^ 
pLkce.  " '  that  an  undoubted  believer  aod  a  aaaa  ef  f* ' 
be  afraid  of  death  ;*  but  It  U  such  ciiarKnn  «*■  bs* 
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manner  in  which  Sir  John  Hawkins  *  imparts 
the  nneamness  which  he  expressed  on  account 
of  offences  with  which  he  chai|;ed  himself,  may 

five  occasion  to  injurious  suspicions,  as  if  there 
ad  been  sometiiing  of  more  than  ordinary  cri- 
minality weighing  upon  his  conscience.  On 
that  account,  themore,  as  well  as  from  the  re* 
gard  to  truth  which  he  inculcated ',  I  am  to 
mention  (with  all  possible  respect  and  delicacy, 
howeyer),  that  his  conduct,  after  he  came  to 
LfOndon,  and  had  associated  with  Savage  and 
others,  was  not  so  strictly  virtuous,  in  one  re* 
spect,  as  when  he  was  a  younger  man.  It  was 
well  known  that  his  amorous  inclinations  were 
uncommonly  strong  and  impetuous.  He  owned 
to  many  of  his  friends,  that  he  used  to  take 
women  of  the  town  to  taverns,  and  hear  them 
relate  their  history.  In  short,  it  must  not  be 
concealed,  that  like  many  other  good  and  pious 
men,  among  whom  we  may  place  the  apostle 
Paul  upon  nis  own  authority,  Johnson  was  not 
free  from  propensities  which  were  ever  '^war- 
ring against  the  law  of  his  mind,'*  —  and  that 
in  his  combats  with  them,  he  was  sometimes 
overcome. 

Here  let  the  profane  and  licentious  pause ; 
let  them  not  thoughtlessly  say  that  Johnson 
was  an  hypocrite^  or  that  his  prtnciples  were  not 
firm,  because  his  practice  was  not  uniformly 
conformable  to  what  he  professed. 

Let  the  question  be  considered  independent 
of  moral  and  religious  associations;  and  no 
man  will  deny  that  thousands,  in  many  in* 
stances,  act  against  conviction.  Is  a  prodigal, 
for  example,  an  hypocrite^  when  he  owns  he  is 
satisfied  that  his  extravagance  will  bring  him  to 
ruin  and  misery  ?  We  are  nire  he  believes  it ; 
but  immediate  mdination,  strengthened  by  in- 
dulgence, prevails  over  that  belief  in  influenc- 
ing his  conduct.  Why  then  shall  credit  be 
refused  to  the  sincerity  of  those  who  acknow- 
ledge their  persuasion  of  moral  and  reli^ous 
duty,  yet  sometimes  fail  of  living  as  it  reauires  ? 
I  beard  Dr.  Johnson  once  observe,  ^  Tnere  is 
something  noble  in  publishing  truth,  though  it 
condemns  one*s  self."  '  And  one  who  said  in 
his  presence,  "he  had  no  notion  of  people  being 
in  earnest  in  their  good  professions,  whose 
practice  was  not  suitable  to  them,"  was  thus 
reprimanded  by  him:  —  "Sir,  are  you  so 
crrossly  ignorant  of  human  nature  as  not  to 
know  that  a  man  may  be  very  sincere  in 


the  deepest  mom  of  their  Iroperfectiooi  and  derUtlont  from 
the  rule  of  dutj,  of  which  the  very  heat  rouit  be  con»doo«  ; 
aod  such  a  temper  of  mind  at  is  struck  with  awe  and  bumllihr 
at  the  prospect  of  the  last  solemn  sentience  appears  much 
better  suited  to  the  wretched  drflcicncies  of  the  best  human 
performances  than  the  thoushilcss  security  that  rushes  un- 
disturbed into  etemity."  — Mm«  Carler'M  L{fe»  toI.  iL  p.  166. 

—  CsoKIft. 

1  I  must  say,  that  I  can  see  nothing  more  strange  or  dark 
in  Hawkins's  expressions  than  In  some  of  Johnson's  own ; 
and  nothing  half  so  bad  as  the  ( I  was  about  to  say  malijrnant) 
observations  which  Boswell  proceeds  to  make.  ~  Ckokbi. 

*  See  what  he  said  to  Mr.  Malonc,  anli,  p.  671.  —  Boswxil. 
But  surely  Mr.  Boiwell  might  have  been  forglren  if  he  had 
not  rerlved  these  stories,  which,  whether  true  or  ftilse 
originally,  were  near  fifty  years  old.    He  had  already  said 


good  principles,  without  having  good  prac- 
tice F"  Pp.  890.] 

But  let  no  man  enoourase  or  soothe  himself 
in  **  presumptuous  sin,**  from  knowing  that 
Johnson  was  sometimes  hurried  into  mdul- 
genc^  which  he  thought  criminal.  I  have 
exhibited  this  circumstance  as  a  shade  in  so 
great  a  character,  both  from  my  sacred  love  of 
truth,  and  to  show  that  he  was  not  so  w^ddy 
scrupulous  as  he  has  been  represented  by  those 
who  imagine  that  the  sins,  of  which  a  deep 
sense  was  upon  his  mind,  were  merely  sucn 
little  venial  trifles  as  pouring  milk  into  his  tea 
on  Good-Friday.  His  understanding  will  be 
defended  bv  my  statement,  if  his  consistency 
of  conduct  be  in  some  d^pree  impaired.  But 
what  wise  man  would,  for  momentary  gratifica- 
tions, deliberately  subject  himself  to  sim*er  such 
uneasiness  as  we  find  was  experienced  by 
Johnson  in  reviewins  his  conduct  as  compared 
with  his  notion  of  uie  ethics  of  the  Gospel  ? 
Let  the  following  passages  be  kept  in  remem- 
brance:— 

[176S.]  •*  O  God,  givsr  and  presenrer  of  all  life, 
by  whose  power  I  was  created,  and  by  whose  pro- 
vidence  I  am  sustained,  look  down  upon  me  with 
tenderness  and  mercy;  grant  that  I  may  not  have 
been  created  to  be  finally  destroyed ;  that  I  may 
not  be  preserved  to  add  wickedness  to  wickedness.** 
(iV.aiu/Ar«d,'p.  470 

[1766.]  "O  Lord,  let  me  not  sink  into  total 
depravity ;  look  down  upon  me,  and  rescue  me  at 
last  from  the  captivity  of  sin.**    (p.  68.) 

[1769.]  **  Almighty  and  most  merciful  Father, 
who  hath  continued  my  life  from  year  to  year, 
grant  that  by  longer  life  I  may  become  less  de- 
sirous of  sinful  pleasures,  and  more  careful  of 
eternal  happiness.**    (p.  84.) 

[1773.]  "Let  not  my  years  be  multiplied  to 
increase  my  guilt ;  but  as  my  age  advances,  let  me 
become  more  pure  in  my  thoughts,  more  regular 
in  my  desires,  and  more  obedient  to  thy  laws.*' 
(p.  120.) 

[No  date,"]  **  Forgive,  O  merciful  Lord,  what- 
ever I  have  done  contrary  to  thy  laws.  Give  mc 
such  a  sense  of  my  wickedness  as  may  produce 
true  contrition  and  effectual  repentance:  so  that 
when  I  shall  be  called  into  another  state,  I  may  be 
received  among  the  sinners  to  whom  sorrow  and 
reformation  have  obtained  pardon,  for  Jesus  Christ's 
sake.     Amen.**    (p.  ISO.) 

Such  was  the  distress  of  mind,  such  the  peni- 
tence of  Johnson,  in  his  hours  of  privacy,  and 


(eislrf.  a  80.)  quite  enough,  and  perhaps  more  than  he  was 


justlfled  in  sayinc  on  thts  topie.  The  reader  will  recollect 
that  It  has  been  snown  (onl^,  p.  S5.  s.  A,  and  p.  49.  n.  3)  that 
the  duration,  and  probably  tne  intensity,  of  Dr.  Johnson's 


intimacy  with  Savage  have  been  greatly  exaggerated, 
and  so,  no  doubt,  have  been  the  tuppotea  consequences 
of  that  intimacy.  ~-  Ckokib. 

*  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the  Hebrides  (antf,  p.  885.).  On 
the  same  suUect,  in  his  letter  to  Mrs.  Thrale,  dated  Norem- 
ber  S9.  1783,  he  makes  the  fbllowhag  Just  observation : "  Life, 
to  be  worthy  of  a  rational  being,  must  be  always  in  pro- 
KressioQ ;  we  must  always  purpose  to  do  more  or  better  than 
in  time  past.  The  mind  Is  enlarged  and  elevated  by  mere 
purpose^  though  they  end  as  they  be|^n,  bf  airy  contem* 
platton.  We  compare  and  Judge,  though  we  do  not  practise.*' 

—  BOSWBLL. 


800 


BOSWELL'S  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


1784. 


iu  hb  devout  approaches  to  his  Maker.  His 
sincerity^  therefore,  must  appear  to  everj  can- 
did mind  onqoestioiiable. ' 

It  is  of  essential  consecjuence  to  keep  in 
Ticw  that  tliere  was  in  this  excellent  man*s 
conduct  no  false  principle  of  conamUaUon^  no 
deliberate  indulgence  in  sin,  in  consideration  of 
a  counterbalance  of  duty.  His  offending  and 
his  repenting  were  disUnct  and  separate*:  and 
when  we  consider  his  almost  unexampled  at- 
tention to  truth,  his  inflexible  integrity,  his 
constant  piety,  who  will  dare  to  ''cast  a  stone 
at  him?*'  Besides,  let  it  never  be  forgotten 
that  he  cannot  be  charged  with  any  offence  in- 
dicating badness  of  ?Mart^  any  thing  dishonest, 
base,  or  malignant ;  but  that,  on  the  contrary, 
he  was  charitable  in  an  extraordinary  degree : 
so  that  even  in  one  of  his  own  rigid  iudgments 
of  himself  (Easter-eve,  1781),  while  he  says, 
^  I  have  corrected  no  external  habits  ;**  he  is 
obliged  to  own,  **I  hope  that  since  my  last 
communion  I  have  advanced,  by  pious  reflec- 
tions, in  my  submission  to  God,  and  my  bene- 
volence to  man.*'  (p.  192.^ 

I  am  conscious  tnat  this  is  the  most  difficult 
and  dangerous  part  of  my  biogy^phical  work, 
and  I  cannot  but  be  very  anxious  concerning 
it.  I  trust  tiiat  I  have  got  through  it,  preserv- 
ing at  once  my  regard  to  truths  —  to  my 


*  Boiwetl,  w!th  a  dltlnMnuoutiiMf  which  I  an  at  a  Irwi 
to  account  for.  aelects  all  tbeta  paisami  (tttpprestlng  the 
4aieM)  and  giTes  them,  by  bis  tiUroductorx  cb$erruUnM, 
•ucha  p«coltar  colouring,  ai  to  make  it  appear  that  Johnson 
accutea  himself  of  sensual  llcenttousncss :  whereas  1  will 
take  npon  mjrself  to  assert  that  the  enUn  prayers  from 
which  Boiwell  has  Mwrhled  these  extracts,  as  well  as  the 
general  context  of  Uie  whole  volume.  If  read  fairljr  and  can- 
didly, do  not  afford  the  ^jMttteoUmr  for  the  special  charge 
which  Boswell  makes.  Why  has  Boswell  suppressed  other 
passages  of  corresponding  dates  which  explain  the  com- 
paratively Innocent  nature  of  the  errors  with  which  Johnson 
reproached  himself?  In  17fi9,  he  oonCMses  **  idieneu  and 
n^leet  itf  toorsMipi"  In  I7G0,  amidst  a  long  and  minute  list 
of  self-accusations  there  is  not  a  hint  at  criminal  indulgences 
—  nor  in  1761  —  nor  again  in  1763;  and  during  the  whole 

Serlod  from  whichBoswell's  extracts  are  made.  It  appears  from 
ohnsoo's  ipeeifk  explanations  of  them,  that  nls  fNotf  serious, 

."  **tra»i  ^ 

.  -  Ai 
employmemiSt**  and  the  like ;  and  that  the  onir  senstial  lo- 
doigenee  Is  lying  late  In  bed,  and  occasionally  too  much 
•*  uMietkm  to  meat  and  vAsr."  **  My  ekiff  d/ficiene^,**  he 
saj-i  (1774).  *<  has  been,  that  my  life  Is  Immethodlcal."  **  Mp 
reigning  sin,"  he  says,  1776. "  is  waste  qf  time  mnd  shiggisk' 
ness.'*  In  the  Anderdom  MSS.  there  is  a  note  dated  inl7S4. 
recording  a  resolution  *'to  endeavour  to  conquer  scruples  j  ** 
and  in  the  Ease  MSS.  of  a  much  earlier  date,  the  flbUowing— 


"Pbatbb  AoaiMST  Sceuplii. 

**  O  Lord,  who  wmildit  that  all  men  should  be  taved,  and 
who  knowest  that  without  thy  grace  we  can  do  nothing  ac- 
ceptable to  thee,  have  mercy  upon  me.  Enable  me  to  break 
the  chain  of  my  sins,  to  reject  sensuality  In  thought,  and  to 
overcome  and  suppress  vain  Kruples ;  and  to  use  such  dili- 
gence in  lawful  employment  as  may  enable  roe  to  support 
myself  and  do  good  toothers.  O  Ix>rd,  forghe  me  the  time 
lost  In  Idleness ;  pardon  the  sins  which  I  have  committed, 
and  grant  that  I  may  redeem  the  time  misspent,  and  be  re- 
conciled to  thee  by  true  repentance,  that  I  may  live  and  rfie 
in  peace,  and  be  received  to  everlasting  happiness.  Take 
not  from  me,  O  Lord,  thy  Holy  Spirit,  but  let  me  have  sup- 
port and  comfort,  for  Jesus  Christ's  sake.    Amen. 

**  TYanse.  June  SB.  176S.  Of  Utis  pruffer  there  is  «•  date, 
nor  can  J  eos^eetmre  ttken  it  vas  composed  **^Joknsem, 

This  prayer,  written  long  before  Boswell  became  ac- 
atialnied  wUh  JobnMM,  seems  to  me  a  complete  answer  to 
the  inferences  extorted  by  BoaweU  from  the  garbled  axtracU 


If  not  his  onl^  ollhDces,  were  "  miupenl  time,**  **  want  qf 
diligence"  **  time  lost  in  idleness  or  misspent  in  unprqfital 


friend,  —  and  ta  the  interests  of  virtue  aaj 
religion.  Nor  can  I  apprehend  that  m^v^ 
barm  can  ensue  from  the  knowledge  of  tl>; 
irregularities  of  Johnson,  guarded  u  I  hire 
stated  it,  than  from  knowing  that  Addlfoo  aod 
Pamell  were  intemperate  in  the  use  of  vuk; 
which  he  himself,  in  his  Lives  of  thow  ct>> 
brated  writers  and  pious  men,  hss  not  forborne 
to  record.^ 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  give  a  very  minute  | 
detail  of  the  particulars  of  Johnsoii*^  renttinics 
da^s  \  of  whom  it  was  now  evident  thit  tl^ 
crisis  was  fast  approaching,  when  he  must  "lin 
like  men^  and  fall  like  one  of  the  prtNcei.**  Yit 
it  will  be  instructive,  as  well  as  gratifViD^  t» 
the  curiosity  of  my  readers,  to  record  a  few 
circumstances,  on  the  authenticity  of  vUs 
they  may  perfectly  rely,  as  I  have  been  at  tV 
utmost  pams  to  obtain  an  accurate  accouat  ^ 
his  last  illness,  from  the  best  authoritT. 

Dr.  Heberden,  Dr.  Brocklesby,  Dr.  tVirrtt  •. 
and  Dr.  Butter,  physicians,  generoiulj  in- 
tended him,  without  accepting  anv  f«€f»  as  «£  • 
Mr.  Cruikshank,  suxseon ;  and  all  that  cox- 
be  done  from  professional  skill  and  abilitj  w 
tried,  to  prolong  a  life  so  truly  valnaUe'  H^ 
himself,  mdeed,luiving,  on  account  of  hi>  tcp 
bad  constitution,  been  perpetually  appljring  Lb- 
self  to  medical  inquiries,  united  his  own  di%tf 


of  the  later  prajrers.  Caa  wo  aoppeee.  Chat  viDt  t^ 
reproaching  himself  with  Aidnfnaor  and  arfwpta,  kf  •* 
habitually  guilty  of  MDsuat  depravti^  f — Caesua. 

s  Dr.  iohtMm  related,  with  ttrv 
Itoiy  of  a  gentlesnan.  who,  in  an  nnpuise  i 
came  the  Tirtue  of  a  young  wonan.    when 
**  I  am  afraid  we  have  done  wroog  I  **  be 
have  done  wrong  j  —for  I  woidd  mm 

BOSWXLL. 

>  This  is  a  poor  and   distngciiuoiis  defawe  fcr  s  v^ 
grlerous  error.    It  is  one  thing  %o rtpeat^m'Df  Jw-w* 
did.  kistorieaitg,  what  aU  the  world  knew,  m 
dined  to  blame  ierlously — that  Pamell  am 
acheerftilglaas— 

**  Karratur  cC  prisd  Catonii 
calulsaa  viitas.** 


Ise  tdpkmM>,t-'' 


But  It  Is  quite  smeiier  iMy  to  tnaioaal*  umsilf  Ivm  •  v' 
oonfldetice,  to  follow  him  lor  f  eatj  year*  llkr  ku  tf  *  « 
to  note  his  words  and  actiona  like  a  apy,  l»  iitsifc,  k  •  •«  « 
secret  papers,  and  scrutlnlae  and  gartMe  even  hi*  tv»  «< 
tlotis  confessions,  and  then,  with  s^  the  slntator  «■**  • 
which  such  a  show  of  friendship  ora 
low  and  filthy  guilt,  st^posed  to 

?|uarter  of  a  century  before  the  info 
rieod  had  ever  m««p  and  which, 
only  have  had  froa  hearsv  or 

Id  all  the  4 


lisr,toi 

roanr^* 

hisrW^' 


eflW  ;*-.- 


personal  testimony  and 

to  disprove.   Boswell  mi 

motive,  or  labouring  under  a  morMd  delui<a»v>  ukm  W  ** 

regarded  these  wanton,  and,  I  cooackwHoasly  brlw«*. 

nious,  slanders  on  his  illnstrioos  frfeod, m c—dMrNyf 

Interest  of  einrfirtf  and  rrAjfMB,**  aM, 

entreat  any  read«r  who  mar  at  all 

my  charges  against  Boswdl,aodmyi 

on   this   point,   to  refer  to  the  volume  ef  ^m»-^  ^ 

Meditations  lUcIf.  which  1  pledge  myesif  •«  «<-*— 

reftite  all  Boswell*B  extraordlnaiy  aB»wi«iaai.->Cm*sa 

*  The  partlculara  which  Mr. 
Jealousy  between  him  and  eome  of 
prerented  kis  being  able  to  gtvei,  I 
pcndix.— CaoKia. 

s  Mr.  Green  (p. 490.)  relaled 
friends  desired  that  Dr.  Warrw 
they  might  call  in  whom  thev 
was  called,  at  his  going  away  i< 
in  at  the  eleventh  hour,  but  ym 
your  fellow-labourers.  Fraacia, 
coach  a  copy  of  the  £i«dM 
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with  those  of  the  gentlemen  who  attended  him ; 
and  imagining  that  the  dropsical  collection  of 
water  which  oppressed  him  might  be  drawn  off 
hy  makinc  incisions  in  his  body,  he,  with  his 
usual  resolute  defiance  of  pain,  cut  deep,  when 
he  thought  that  his  surgeon  had  done  it  too 
tenderly.  * 

About  eight  or  ten  days  before  his  death, 
when  Dr.  JBrocklesby  paid  him  his  momin|r 
visit,  he  seemed  Terj  low  and  desponding,  and 
said,  **  I  have  been  as  a  dying  man  all  night.** 
lie  then  emphatically  broke  out  in  the  words 
of  Shakspeare  — 

**  Canit  thou  not  minister  to  a  mind  diseased  ; 
Pluck  from  the  memory  a  rooted  sorrow ; 
Riue  out  the  written  troubles  of  the  brain; 
And  with  some  sweet  oblivious  sntldote, 
Cleanse  the  stuff'd  bosom  of  that  perilous  stuff, 
Which  weighs  upon  the  heart?" 

To  which  Dr.  Brocklesby  readily  answered 
i Vom  the  same  great  poet,  — 

•*  -^^^.— ^—^^  Therein  the  patient 
Must  minister  to  himself." 

•Tohnson  expressed  himself  much  satisfied  with 
the  application. 

On  another  day  after  this,  when  talking  on 
the  subject  of  prayer.  Dr.  Brocklesby  repeated 
from  JuTenal,  — 

**  Orandum  est,  ut  sit  mens  sana  in  corpore  sano,** 

und  flo  on  to  the  end  of  the  tenth  satire  ;  but 
i  n  running  it  quickly  over,  he  hi^pened,  in  the 
I  i  ne, 

•  Qui  spattum  vitc  eitremiun inter  munera  ponat,"' 

4>  pronounce  n^TTSiNiim  for  extrtmum;  at  which 
Tobn«ton*s  critical  ear  instantly  took  offence, 
iru\  discoursing  vehemently  on  the  unmetrical 

•  f  rt>ot  of  such  a  lapse,  he  showed  hiniself  as  full 
^  <a  war  of  the  spirit  of  the  grammarian. 

Having  no  otner  relations  ',  it  bad  been  for 
I  >nie  time  Johnson's  intention  to  make  a  liberal 
,r*>vl»ton  for  his  faithful  servant,  Mr.  Francis 
{.-irlxT,  whom  he  looked  upon  as  particularly 
ri«lcr  his  protection,  and  whom  he  had  all 
long   treated    truly  as    an    humble   firiend. 


I  Tbii  bold  tzpcrimeot  Sir  John  Hawkint  hsf  rcUted  In 
»<-h  M  maaiMr  m  to  •uawt  •  charm  acaiiut  Johaaon  of 
»,T>u<)n«ll]r  hattaalng  hu  end;  a  cnarf*  *o  ^*^  tncoo- 

:•  ni  with  hU  charactar  in  av«T  mpcct. that  it  ii  bUurioof 
f  1  vn  rafuta  it.  at  Sir  iehn  bai  thought  it  neccMary  to  do. 

.  •  eviacnt,  that  what  Johnson  did  In  liopai  of  reliaf  lodi- 
t«  .1  »o  axtraordinary  aagamaM  to  rakard  Ua  diasolatloo. 

.    Mr.  Boawall  has  orolttad  to  notice  tke  Una.  fbr  tfaa  saka 
«  n^h  Dr.  BrocUasbjr  probohljr  Introduead  tba  qooCatioo, 


Forteia  poaea  snloBiim  at  siortft  frrrwv 


/».* 


Tl»«  whole 


to  thnt  pataphrnad  by  PffdsD :— 


«'  <— >  [B«  thy  prajrara]  ooofload 
To  health  of  body  aiki  coolant  of  mind ; 
A  MHil  that  can  Mcurely  drath  defy. 
And  cottOt  tt  Naturals  priTiiaga  to  dio ; 
Serena  and  manly,  hardenad  to  siMtaln 
Tbo  load  of  UCt,  and  axarcliad  hi  naio  I  '* 

Jw^mmt,  8mt,  asd.  —  Ciocss,  1S47. 

Ttt**  nochof  hi  a  Ibnner  page  haa  ihovn  tha  Injtutfca  of 


John 


Ha 
of 


rkint'icl 


haraa  agamit  Johnton.  with  rvtpMt  to 
•  or  Haaly,  whoa  ha  bat  Inaoenraiaiy 


Having  asked  Dr.  Brocklesby  what  would  be 
a  proper  annuity  to  a  favourite  servant,  and 
being  answered  that  it  must  depend  on  the 
circumstances  of  the  master ;  and  that  in  the 
case  of  a  nobleman  filly  pounds  a  y^^  was 
considered  as  an  adequate  reward  for  many 
years'  faithful  service ;  —  "  Then,"  said  John- 
son, **  shall  I  be  fiobilisnmug,  for  I  mean  to  leave 
Frank  seventy  pounds  a  year,  and  I  desire  you 
to  tell  him  so.**  It  is  strange,  however,  to 
think,  that  Johnson  was  not  free  from  that 
general  weakness  of  being  averse  to  execute  a 
will,  so  that  he  delayed  it  from  time  to  time; 
and  had  it  not  been  for  Sir  John  Hawkins's 
repeatedly  urging  it,  I  think  it  is  probable 
that  his  kind  resolution  would  not  have  been 
fulfilled.  After  making  one,  which,  as  Sir 
John  Hawkins  informs  us,  extended  no  further 
than  the  promised  annuity,  Johnson's  final 
disposition  of  his  property  was  established  by 
a  Will  and  Codicil,  of  which  copies  are  sub- 
joined. 

"  /n  th€  name  of  God.  Amen,  I,  Samttel  John- 
ion,  being  in  Jntt  po$$e$$ian  of  my  faadtitM,  bvtfear' 
ing  thie  night  mag  put  an  end  to  my  /i/r,  do  ordain 
tkit  mg  hut  wiB  and  testament,  I  bequeath  to  God  a 
tout  poUuted  bg  mang  sins,  bwt  I  hope  purified  bg 
Jeeue  ChrieL  I kave  seiten  hundred  etndfiftgpoundt 
in  the  hande  ofBemnet  Langton,  Eaq,  ;  three  hundred 
pounde  in  the  handeof  Mr,  Barelag  mid  Mr.  iVrAiiw, 
brewere;  one  hundred  and  fiftg  pounds  in  the  hands 
of  Dr.  JPereg,  bishop  of  Dromore  j  one  thousand 
pounds,  three  per  cent  annuities  in  the  ptdfUe  futtds  s 
and  one  hundred  pounds  now  lying  bg  me  in  readg 
moneg  :  all  thue  before-mentioned  sums  and  propertg 
I  leaoe,  I  sag,  to  Sir  Joshua  RegnokU,  Sir  John 
Hawkins,  and  Dr.  WUliam  Seott,  of  Doctors*  Com- 
mons, in  trust,  for  the  following  uses  :  —  That  is  to 
sag,  to  pag  to  the  representatives  of  the  late  William 
Jnngs,  bookseUer,  in  St,  PauTs  Churehgard,  the  sum 
of  two  hundred  pounds;  to  Mrs.  White,  mg  femaU 
servant,  one  hundred  pounds  stoeh  in  the  three  per 
cent,  annuities  aforeond,  Tks  rest  of  the  aforesaid 
sums  of  moneg  and  propertg,  together  with  mg  books, 
plate,  and  household  fumUure,  I  leave  to  the  before- 
mentioned  Sir  Joshua  Kegnolds,  Sir  John  Hawkins, 
and  Dr.  William  Seott,  also  in  trust,  to  be  applied, 
after  paging  mg  debts,  to  the  use  of  Francis  Barber, 


rapretentad  at  a  rriatfon  of  Johnton*i.  (Saa  p.  7S9.)  That 
Joontoo  wat  anxioua  to  ditoot ar  whether  any  of  hit  ralatlona 
vara  living,  it  avlnecd  by  Iha  foUowtog  lattar,  wrlUan  not 
long  bafora  ha  made  bit  will :  — 

"JOHNSON  TO  THE  REV.  DR.  VT8E. 

*•  In  Lamketk. 

**  Bolt  Court.  Nor.  V.  1714. 

M  Sib,—!  am  detlroiu  to  know  whathar  CharUt  Serlmthav, 
of  Woodwaia  (I  think).  In  yoor  fkther't  neighbourhood,  be 
now  lifingi  what  it  bit  condition,  and  where  ha  may  ba 
found.  If  you  can  cooveoiantly  make  any  inquiry  about  bim, 
and  can  do  It  without  dalay,  It  will  be  an  act  of  enel  kiadnrtt 
to  ma,  ba  being  vary  nearly  related  to  ma.  I  bag  [youl  to 
pardon ihit trouble,    lam, ae^  Sam.  JoHMoa.^* 

In  conformity  to  tha  with  aKwattad  In  tha  nracedhig  lattar, 
an  Inqnlry  wat  made ;  but  no  datcandantt  or  Charlet  ficrlm> 
thaw  or  of  hit  tittan  ware  dltooverad  to  ba  llriog.  Dr. 
Vyia  Informt  ma.  that  Dr.  Johnton  told  him,  **  ba  vat  dlt- 
appolnted  In  Iha  Inqoirlat  ha  had  made  after  hit  ralaUoot.** 
There  tt  tharefora  no  ground  whattoarar  for  nippoting  that 
he  waa  aaalndAil  of  them,  or  naglaetad  tfaeet—  MaJLom. 

3r 
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mif  flMNNMreoal,  a  m$gra,  in  tueh  nuauur  ag  lAcy 
tkoUjudift  wiottJU  anaavaUabiU  to  kit  benefit  And 
I  appoint  ike  t^oreoaid  SirJoehna  MoynoUs,  Sir  John 
ffawkinB,  and  Dr,  WWiam  SeoU,  eole  extentare  </ 
tkie  my  last  trtS  and  tettameni,  hereby  retaking  eJl 
Jbrmer  wiUt  and  tutamenit  wkaUter.  In  witneee 
tokereof  J  keremnio  .eubaeribe  my  name^  and  affix  my 
eeal,  tkia  eiykih  day  of  December,  1 784. 

**  Sam.  Johnsok,  (L.  S.) 
*<  Siynedt  tealed,  pmMieked,  declared,  and  do-- 
livered,  6y  ike  aaid  tetUdor,  ae  kit  latt  vtZf 
and  tettament,  in  tke  pretence  of  nt,  tke 
word  two  being  Jhti  interted  in  tke  oppotHe 
page.  **  Gboroi  SrsiiHAK. 

*'JoH]r  Dbsmouuh*.'* 

**  By  way  ofeodieil  to  my  hut  wiB  and  tettament,  /, 
Samud  Mnton,  give,  devite,  and  bequeatk,  my  met- 
mage  or  tenement  titnate  at  Lichfield,  in  tke  county  of 
Stafford,  witk  tke  apputienancet,  in  tke  tenmrt  and 
oeei^MUum  of  Mrt,  Bond,  of  LiekfMd,  afareeaid^  or 
of  Mr,  Hinekman,  ker  nnder'tenant,  to  my  exeentort, 
in  tnut,  to  teU  and  ditpote  of  the  tame;  and  fft« 
money  ariting  from  racA  tale  I  give  and  beqneatk  at 
foOowtt  ▼».  to  Thomat  and  Be^fomin,  tke  tant  of 

FUher  Mnton,  hie  of  LeicetUr,and WkiU 

ing,  dangkUr  of  Tkiatat  Joknton,  iate  of  Caoentry, 

and  tke  grand-dangkter  of  tke  taid  Tkomat  Joktuon, 

one  /uU  and  eqmUfonrik  pari  eaek ;  hnt  in  eam  there 

tkaU  be  mort  gremd^tigkiert  tkan  one  of  tke  taid 

Jlumat  Joknoon  Kving  at  tke  time  of  my  deceate,  I 

give  and  befneaik  tke  part  or  tkare  of  thai  one  to  and 

eqnoBy  between  tuck  grand-dangktert.     I  give  and 

bejneatk  to  tke  Rev,   Mr.  Rogtrt,  of  BerUey,  near 

Froom,  in  tke  county  of  Somertet,  tke  enm  qf  one 

knndred  poundt^  reqnetting  kim  to  apply  the  tame  to- 

wardt  the  maintenance  of  Elizabeth  Heme,  a  lunatic,^ 

I  alto  give  and  bequeath  to  my  god^ehUdren,  the  ton 

and  daughter  of  Mauritiut  Lowe,  painter,  eaek  of 

them  one  hundred  poundt  of  my  ttock  in  the  three  per 

cent,  cetuoUdaied  annuiiiet,  io  be  applied  and  die- 

poted  of  by  and  at  tke  ditereiion  of  my  executort,  in 

tke  education  or  tettkment  in  tke  world  of  tkem  my 

taid  kgaleet.     Alto  I  give  and  bequeatk  to  Sir  Jokn 

Jfawkintt  omt  of  my  exeeutort,  tke  Annalet  Scdetiattiei 

of  Baroniut,  eatd  JSoUntked^t  and  Stowe*t  Ckronidee, 

and   alto  an  octavo    Common  Prayer^Book.      To 

Bemttt  Laugttm,  Etq.,  I  give  and  bequeatk  my  Poly^ 

gkk  Bible.    2b  Sir  Jothua  Ecynoldt,  my  great  F)renek 

JDiettonaryt  by  Martiniere ;  «md  my  oum  copy  of  my 

foUo  Et^iUtk  Dictionary,  of  the  latt  revition.     To 

Dr.  WHHam  Scott,  one  of  my  execuiort,  Ae  Diet'^tn 

votyv  de    Commerce,  and   Leetiut^t   editian  of  the 

Oreek  Bicte.      Tt  Mr.    Windkam,    Poetm    Qretd 

Heroidper  Henricum  Stepkanum.      To  tke  Beo.  Mr, 

Strakan,  vicar  of  hUngton,   in   Middletex,    MUTt 

Greek    2>siteMiil,     Be*a*t    Greek    Teetament,    by 

Stepkent,  off  my  Latin  BibUt,  and  my  Greek  Bible, 

by  WeckUuM.     7b  Dr.  EAerden,  Dr,    BrocUeOry, 

Dr.  Butter,  and  Mr.  Cndktkank,  the  eurgeon  who 

eittendtd  flM»    Mr.  Solder,  my  apothecary,   Gerard 


I  Sh«  vai  Ml  flrtt  coutin —  Ciokik.  1M7.,  , 
t  Franda  Barbtr.  Dr.  Johnton's  principal  1es«tee»  dl«d 
In  the  Inarmary   at    Staflbrd.  atter  undergoing  a  pataiAil 

anaratioa*  FabniafT  IS.  IMU Maloni.  la  tba  Gcntleman't 

XffolM  f«  17».  p.  61»..  timre  are  mom  «o«cdote«  of  Par- 
SrZ  which  It  to  mU  that  lie  waa  then  fortr^ht  yean  old. 
iiA-'  Chahaert  thkikJ  that  ha  va*  about  flfty-iix  when  be 
aiedi  but  M  ha  entered  Johnson's  serrioe  ta  1783,  and 
MuU  toavcaU  have  baaa  then  under  ten  or  tvalve  yean  of 
a^  tt  lapra«Ma  tbaft  ha  was  somewhal  older —  Caocn. 


Mamatmt^  £ig.,  Mrt.  Gardimn.  of  Sntw-kiB,  Jfo 
Brancet  Beynoldt,  Mr,  Boole,  and  tke  Bteeru^  lb. 
JJbole,  kit  ton,  ettek  a  book  atthdr  dediae,  to  iapii 
a  token  cf  remembrance.     laUo  give  and  bejetdA  h 
Mr.  Jokn  DetmouUnt,  two  hundred  pemdt  teu&' 
dated  three  per  cent,  annuitiee ;  and  it  Mr.  Sa^n.  , 
tke  Ilahan  matto',  tke  turn  </  Jhe  peueih,  yUha 
ottt  in  bookt  of  piety  for  kit  own  w«e.     Avd  aimw 
the  taid  Bonnet  Langton  katk  agreed,  ta  ooawbotw  < 
of  tke  turn  of  teven  kundred  and  fifty  pnedkui^ 
tioned  in  wjf  will  to  be  in  kit  kemdt^ttpedeti 
tecnre  an  annui^  of  eeventy  poundt  fiayntfr  iunf 
tke  Itfe  of  me  and  my  tervmnt,  Frandt  Bwbo,  orf 
the  life  of  the  turvivor  of  ut,  to  Mr.  GeerytStdk,  I 
Mt  truatfor  ut :  my  mmd  and  wiB  it,  that  in  ton  ^ 
my  deceoH  before  the  taid  agreement  tkaU  be  fofidti, 
the  taid  eum  of  teven  kundrod  and  fifty  poMb,  ai 
tke  bond  for  tecuring  tke  taid  man,  thoMgt  ttOeun 
Draneit  Barber  i  and  Ikereby  give  and  btpeHkL 
kim  the  tame,  in  lieu  of  the  bequest  in  kit  fnmrtm- 
tained  in  my  taid  trilL     And  I  kereby  empouer  ^ 
exooutart  io  deduct  and  retain  all  expeua  ikti  M 
or  may  be  incurred  in  tke  execution  of  mn  mid  tS. 
or  oftkit  codicil  tkereto,  out  of  tuck  ettate  aadtfteit 
atlthattdiepoetettedof.     jffl  the  rett,  rwUnt^ad 
remainder  of  my  ettate  omd  offetda  /  giee  end  htpeA 
to  my  taid  execuiort,  in  trust  for  tke  mi  Frmta 
Barber  \  hit  exeeutort  and  adndniatraten.    Whtu 
my  hand  and  teal,  thit  ninth  day  of  December,  I'M  ! 

«  Sam.  Jobvsox,  (L  &) 

-  Signed,  aealed,  publithed,detiared,andMmi 
by  the  taid  Samud Mknaon,  atandforerA- 
cil  to  hit  latt  wiB  and  tettament,  in  tktpraatf 
ofut,  who,  in  kit  preoemoe,  and  at  hit  rt^ii. 
and  alto  in  the  premmat  of  oack etha.hmi  . 
hereto  tehtcr&ted  our  namee  at  wUnetta. 

**  JoBii  CoruT. 

««  WlLUAM  Gwos. 

•«  HuAT  (joulT 

Upon  these  tefttamentary  deeds  it  is  pnfe 
to  aadLe  a  few  observations.  His  expres  d^ 
daration  with  his  dying  breath  aa  a  Ghnstbiu 
as  it  had  been  often  practised  in  such  rnkse 
writings,  was  of  real  consequence  from  ^^' 
great  man,  for  the  oonyiction  of  a  mind  eqosIiT 
acut«  and  strong  might  well  oveibalsnce  tite 
doubts  of  others  who  were  his  contemporvn^ 
The  expression  f>o22iite</  may,  to  acme,  cot\c; 
an  impression  of  moire  than  ordinary  cootani' 
nation;  but  that  is  not  warranted  br  t^ 
genuine  meaning,  as  appears  from  **Tk: 
Bambler,"  No,  4a.»  The  same  word  ifusrfir 
the  will  of  Dr.  Sanderson,  Bishop  of  Uwh^ 
who  was  piety  itself.  His  legacy  of  two  b«i- 
dred  pounds  to  the  repreBentatiTea  of  Mr- 
Innys,  bookseller,  in  St.  Paul's  ChTnthw 
proceeded  from  a  very  worthy  motire  6' 
told  Sir  John  Hawkins  that  his  father  havrv 


'  The  quotattoni  front  Cba  ITiiIbobiii  la  Juhawa'*  £^ 

tlonary  tufflciently  ivttifr  thn  not  e€  thb  ward;  b«  i^*^ 

not  occur  tn  No.  la.  of  tte  limhJir.    ta  the  if^"^]^., 

baHiarlr,  ad  taftt  el  ^  PBMU 

--^»     -  Mr.B«a»i|^ 


Hebrides  he  usee  the 

the  breakfiMt  t^li  with  slices  of 

perhaps  hare  meant  the  JMfcr,  Now  SS., 
to-  Sir  JoslMsa  Befnolds'a  pepar  Iha 
canvass  with  demmltr.*' — CaoKxa. 
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become  a  baakrapt,  Mr.Innys  had  MBUted 
him  with  money  or  credit  to  continue  his 
buiinew.  **  This,**  laid  he,  *'  I  consider  as  an 
obligation  on  me  to  be  grateful  to  his  descend- 
ants.** The  amount  of  his  property  proved 
to  be  considerably  more  than  he  had  supposed 
it  to  be.  Sir  John  Hawkins  estimates  the 
bequest  of  Francis  Barber  at  a  sum  little  short 
of  fiflcen  hundred  pounds,  including  an  an- 
nuity of  seventy  pounds  to  be  paid  to  him 
by  Mr.  Langton,  m  consideration  of  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds  which  Johnson  had 
lent  to  that  gentlenuui.  Sir  John  seems  not  a 
little  angry  at  this  bequest,  and  mutters  "  a 
caveat  against  ostentatious  bounty  and  favour 
to  negroes.**  But  surely,  when^  a  man  has 
money  entirely  of  his  own  acquisition,  espe- 
cially when  he  has  no  near  relations,  he  may, 
without  blame,  dispose  of  it  as  he  pleases,  and 
with  great  propriety  to  a  faithful  servant  Mr. 
Barber,  by  the  recommendation  of  his  master, 
retired  to  Lichfield,  where  he  might  pass  the 
rc9t  of  his  days  in  comfort.  It  has  been 
objected  that  Johnson  omitted  many  of  his 
\xisi  friends,  when  leavinff  books  to  several  as 
tokens  of  his  last  remembrance.  The  names 
of  Dr.  Adams,  Dr.  Taylor,  Dr.  Bumey,  Mr. 
Ilcctor,  Mr.  Murphy,  the  author  of  this  work, 
and  others  who  were  intimate  with  him, 
are  not  to  be  found  in  his  will.  This  may  be 
accounted  for  by  considering,  that  as  he  was 
very  near  his  dissolution  at  the  time,  he  pro- 
bably mentioned  such  as  happened  to  occur  to 
him ;  and  that  he  may  have  recollected  that  he 
had  formerly  shown  others  such  proofs  of  his 
regard,  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  crowd  his 
will  with  their  names.  Mrs.  Lucy  Porter  was 
much  displeased  that  nothing  was  left  to  her ; 
but  besioes  what  I  have  now  stated,  she  should 
have  considered  that  she  had  left  nothing  to 
.Tohnson  by  her  will,  which  was  made  durinj^ 
his  lifetime,  as  appeared  at  her  decease.    His 


>  In  maaf  of  them  ha  bad  written  little  aotet :  MMDetlmci 
t^ndmr  meroorUb  of  hU  departed  wtfe ;  m,  *'  This  wm  dear 
TfHtj'tbook:'*  tometimn  occasional  nmuk*  of  dlflbrent 
M^rts.  Mr.  LfMBt,  of  CIlflTord't  Inn,  haa  flavoured  me  with 
tt»«>  two  folknrtnff  X  **  In  *  H0I7  Rulea  and  HelM  to  DeroUon, 
hjr  Bryan  Dvppa,  Lonl  BUbop  of  Wtnton,  *  Precee  quldam 
vMtetur  dilig«nier  tracteiM ;  tpero  non  Inattdttun.*  In  *  The 
Kosirruelan  tolalliMe  Aziometa,  bjr  John  Hejrdon.  Gent/ 
prnlixed  to  which  are  MNne  vertef  Mdreeted  to  the  author, 
»./ i«^  Ambr.  Waten,  A.M.  Coll.  Ex.  Oxoa,  *  Tbeie 
i.atin  venet  were  willteo  to  Hobbee  bjr  RathurtC,  opoo  hts 
Trntlte  on  Human  Nature,  and  have  no  relatloQ  to  the 
tmf  k.  —  An  odd  fraud.*  **  —  BoewiLL.  If.  ai  hat  been  staled, 
h^  bed  about  fiOOO  volnmei,  thef  did  not  produce  ooe  shUllnc 
a  volamr.  Mr.  Wiodham  bought  Markland's  StalJut,  and 
«  rncr  in  the  flrft  page,  **  FtM  t  UhH$  elmH$$Hmi  Smmmetia 
J.Jkmsoik.'*  It  now,  bf  the  favour  of  Mr.  Jotae,  who  bought 
K  at  Mr.  Windluun's  sale,  belongs  to  me.*-  Caogaa. 

'  I'herr  can  be  little  doubt  that  these  two  quarto  voliimes 
wmre  of  the  same  kind  as,  if  thejr  were  not  actually  Irmmteripis 
t,f.  vArious  little  diariee,  some  of  which  fell  into  the  hands  of 
li"  Strahan  and  others ;  the  strong  expression  that  be  would 
tiA^r  "gome  ns«d**had  they  been  purloined,  cooSrms  my 
!»•>•  »rf  that  f>r.  iohosoo  never  could  have  intended  that  these 
<iiArie«  should  have  been  published.  I  am  coottdent  that  tk^ 
«erf>  given  to  Or.  Htrahan  inadvertently, «•  If  Indeed  they 
wrre  given  at  all,  for  which  «e  have  no  evidence  but 
I>r.  Mrahao's  very  obseore,  contradictory,  and  Improbable 
•tatein«>nt :  and  I  cannot  but  suspect  that  It  was  Ay  acd- 
«i«  ns  «<iil/  they  eecaped  deatmctlon  00  tho  IM  of  December. 
Sr«  mtUt  p.  791.'  CftogiB. 


enumerating  sereral  persons  in  one  groupi  and 
leaving  them  **  each  a  book  at  their  election,** 
might  possibly  have  ffiven  occasion  to  a  curious 
question  as  to  the  order  of  choice,  had  they  not 
luckily  fixed  on  different  books.  His  library, 
though  by  no  means  handsome  in  its  appear- 
ance, was  sold  by  Mr.  Christie  for  two  himdred 
and  forty-seyen  poimds  nine  shillings ;  many 
people  beinff  desirous  to  haye  a  book  which 
nad  belonged  to  Johnson.* 

The  consideration  of  numerous  papers  of 
which  he  was  possessed  seems  to  have  struck 
Johnson*8  mind  with  a  sudden  anxiety ;  and 
as  they  were  in  great  confusion,  it  is  much  to 
be  lamented  that  he  had  not  intrusted  some 
faithful  and  discreet  person  with  Uie  care  and 
selection  of  them ;  instead  of  which  he,  in  a 
precipitate  manner,  burnt  large  masses  of 
them,  with  little  regard,  as  I  apprehend,  to 
discrimination.  Not  that  I  suppose  we  have 
thus  been  deprived  of  any  compositions  which 
he  had  ever  mtended  for  the  public  eye ;  but 
from  what  escaped  the  flames  I  ju<^  that 
many  curious  circumstances,  relating  both  to 
himself  and  other  literary  characters,  have 
perished. 

Two  very  valuable  articles,  I  am  sure,  we 
have  lost,  which  were  two  quarto  volumes  *, 
containing  a  full,  fair,  and  most  particular 
account  of  his  own  life,  from  his  eariiest  re- 
collection. I  owned  to  him,  that  having  ac- 
cidentally seen  them,  I  had  read  a  great  deal 
in  them ;  and  apologising  for  the  lib^*ty  I  had 
taken,  asked  him  if  1  could  help  it.  He  |>la- 
cidly  answered,  *'  Why,  Sir,  1  do  not  think 
you  could  have  helped  it.**  I  said  that  I  had, 
for  once  in  my  life,  felt  half  an  inclination  to 
commit  theft.  It  had  come  into  my  mind  to 
carry  off  those  two  volumes,  and  never  see 
him  more.  Upon  my  inquiring  how  this 
would  have  afiected  hun,  ""Sir,**  said  he,  ''I 
believe  I  should  have  gone  mad.** ' 


>  One  of  theae  volttmet,  Mr  Jdhn  Hawkioi  failbrmi  as,  bo 
put  into  hie  pocket ;  for  which  the  excuio  he  stataa  la,  that 
M  meant  to  prnserve  U  from  falUnc  Into  the  hand*  of  «  per* 
•on  whom  be  describes  so  as  to  maEe  It  sufldently  dear  who 
u  meant  [Mr.  George  Steevens] :  **  having  atroog  reaaona,** 
aald  be,  **  to  ansBect  thet  this  man  might  Snd  and  makeaD 
Ul  use  of  the  book."  Why  Sir  John  should  suppose  that  the 
gentleman  alluded  to  would  act  In  this  manner,  be  has  not 
thought  St  to  explain.  But  what  he  did  was  not  approved  of 
by  Johnson ;  who.  unoo  being  aequniniad  of  it  witbont  delay 
by  a  friend,  expressed  gmat  indignation,  and  warmly  inslated 
on  the  book  being  delivered  op ;  and,  afterwards.  In  the  sop- 
poaltioo  of  his  mlMing  it,  wMwut  kaowteg  by  whom  it  bad 
been  taken,  be  said.  "  Hir,  I  should  bavegooeout  of  the  world 
distrusting  half  mankind.**  Sir  John  next  day  wrote  a  letter 
to  Johnson,  asa^mg  reaeens  far  his  conduct  (  upoo  whitih 
Johnson  observed  to  Mr.  Langton,  **  Bishop  Sanderson  could 
not  beve  dictated  a  better  letter.  I  could  almost  say,  Metimi 
at  tic  pemitm»$e  quam  mom  eri$$€"  The  agltsitSoQ  Into 
which  Johnson  was  thrown  by  this  Inddent  probably  made 
him  hastily  bum  thoM  precious  records,  which  must  ever  be 
regretted.  —  Boewgu.  1  cannot  tell  what  Hawkins's  apology 
to  Johnson  may  have  been,  but  the  excuses  which  be  alleges 
In  bis  book  are  ountemptible,  and  prove  the  mmhmmtfttramtU/ 
but  It  is  ise(  oertaln  that  the  volume  which  HawUos  took 
was  one  of  these  two  auartoe ;  and  it  is  certain  that  a  de> 
f  traction  of  nepers  took  place  a  day  or  two  before  that  event 
Johnson  haa  really  some  reason  ror  "  distrusting  mankind," 
when,  of  two  dear  friends,  he  found  ooe  half  Inclined  to 
commit  ft  theft,  and  another  actually  cowmitting  it.  Bishop 
Saadenoo  wai  referred  to  because  be  was  n  eminent 
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During  his  last  illness  Johnson  ex{>erienced 
the  steady  and  kind  attachment  of  his  nume- 
rous friends.  Mr.  Hoole  has  drawn  up  a 
narrative  <  of  what  passed  in  the  visits  which 
he  paid  him  during  that  time,  from  the  10th 
of  JNovember  to  the  13th  of  December,  the 
day  of  his  death,  inclusive,  and  has  favoured 
me  with  a  perusal  of  it,  with  permission  to 
make  extracts,  which  I  have  done. 

Nobody  was  more  attentive  to  him  than 
Mr.  Langton*,  to  whom  he  tenderly  said,  Te 
teneam  moriens  deficiente  manu.  And  I  think 
it  highly  to  the  honour  of  Mr.  Windham,  that 
his  important  occupations  as  an  active  states- 
man did  not  prevent  him  from  paying  assiduous 
respect  to  tne  djring  sage  whom  he  revered. 
Mr. Langton  informs  me,  that  "one  day  he 
found  ^£.  Burke  and  four  or  five  more  friends 
sitting  with  Johnson.  Mr.  Burke  sud  to  him, 
*>  I  am  airud,  Sir,  such  a  number  of  us  may  be 
oppressive  to  you.' — *No,  Sir,'  said  Johnson, 
*it  is  not  so ;  and  I  must  be  in  a  wretched 
state  indeed  when  your  companj  would  not  be 
a  delight  to  me.'  Mr.  Burke,  m  a  tremulous 
voice,  expressive  of  being  very  tenderly  af- 
fected, replied, '  My  dear  Sir,  you  have  always 
been  too  good  to  me.'  Immediately  afterwards 
he  went  away.  This  was  the  fast  circum- 
stance in  the  acquaintance  of  these  two  emi- 
nent men." 

The  following  particulars  of  his  conversa- 
tion within  a  few  days  of  his  death  I  ^ve  on 
the  authority  of  Mr.  John  Nichols :  — 

'*  He  sud  that  the  Parliamentary  Debates  were 
the  only  part  of  his  writings  which  then  gave  him 
Any  compunction :  but  that  at  the  time  he  wrote 
them  he  had  no  conception  he  was  imposing  upon 
the  world,  though  they  were  frequently  written 
from  very  slender  materials,  and  often  from  none  at 
all,  —  the  mere  coinage  of  his  own  imagination. 
He  never  wrote  any  part  of  his  works  with  equal 
velocity.  Three  columns  of  the  magazine  in  an 
hour  was  no  uncommon  effort,  which  was  fiuter  than 
molt  persons  could  have  transcribed  that  quantity. 

"  Of  his  friend  Cave  he  always  spoke  with  great 
afFuction.  *  Yet,*  said  he,  *  Cave  (who  never  looked 
out  of  his  window  but  with  a  view  to  the  Gentle- 
man's Magasine)  was  a  penurious  paymaster ;  he 
would  contract  for  lines  by  the  hundred,  and  ex- 
pect the  long  hundred ;  but  he  was  a  good  man,  and 
always  delisted  to  have  his  friends  at  his  table.' 

"  When  talking  of  a  regular  edition  of  his  own 
works,  he  said  that  he  had  power  (from  the  book- 
sellers) to  print  such  an  edition,  if  his  health  ad- 
mitted it ;   but  had  no  power  to  assign  over  any 

casulf t,  and  treated  of  cttei  of  eonicfence.  Thera  can  be  no 
doubt  that  Barber  detected  and  reported,  as  waa  his  dutjr, 
Hawkins's  attempt  to  purloin  the  TOlume ;  and  hence,  I  sup. 

Else,  arose  Hawkins's  malevolence  against  both  Johnson  and 
arber,  and  his  endeavour  to  set  uplleeley  as  a  rival  to  the 
latter.    Anti,  p.  183.  n.  1 .,  and  p.  789.  —  Cbokeb. 

1  This  Journal  has  been  since  printed  at  length  in  the 
European  M«gasioe  Tor  September.  1799.  As  (t  Is  too  long  to 
be  Inserted  here,  I  have  placed  it  In  the  Appendix.  It  will 
be  rend  with  Interest  —  Caoaaa. 

*  Mr  Langton  survived  Johnson  several  years.  He  died 
St  Southampton.  December  18.  1801,  a^ted  sixty-flve.  — 
Malone.  Hannah  More  writes,  March  8.  1784.  **  I  am  sure 
yOM  will  honour  Mr.  Langton  when  I  tell  jou  that  he  is  come 
10  town  on  purpose  to  stay  with  Dr.  Johnson  during  his 


edidon,  unless  he  could  add  notes,  and  so  alter  tbesa 
as  to  make  them  new  works ;  which  his  state  of 
health  forbade  him  to  think  o£  '  I  may  poscihly 
live/  said  be,  *or  rather  brea^e,  three  days,  or 
perhaps  three  weeks ;  but  find  myadtf  daily  and 
gradually  weaker.' 

**  He  said  at  another  time,  three  or  foiax  days 
only  before  his  death,  speaking  of  the  little  fear  be 
had  of  undergoing  a  chirurgical  cqperadan,  **  I 
would  give  one  of  these  1^  for  a  year  more  of  iiie, 
I  mean  of  comfortable  lile,  not  such  as  that  whicb 
I  now  suffer ; '—  and  lamented  much  his  inability 
to  read  during  his  hours  of  restlessaeso.  *  I  uaed 
formerly,*  he  aidded,  *when  sleepless  in  bed,  to  rtei 
like  a  Turk,' 

**  Whilst  confined  by  his  last  illneas,  it  was  bis 
regular  practice  to  hare  the  church  fcer^ice  read  lo 
him  by  some  attentive  and  friendly  dtwine.  The 
Rer.  Mr.  Hoole  perfbrmed  this  kind  oflioe  in  my 
presence  for  the  last  time,  when,  by  his  own  deure, 
no  more  than  the  Litany  was  read ;  in  wfaidi  his 
responses  were  in  the  deep  and  aonorous  Toiee 
which  Mr.  Boswell  has  qccasionally  noticed,  aad 
with  the  most  profound  devotion  that  can  be  ima- 
gined. His  hearing  not  being  quite  perfect,  he 
more  than  once  interrupted  Mr.  Hoole  with, 
*  Louder,  my  dear  Sir,  louder,  I  entreat  yon,  or 
you  pray  in  vainl*  —  and,  when  the  service  wss 
ended,  he,  with  great  earnestness,  turned  round  to 
an  excellent  lady  who  was  present,  saying,  *  I  thaak 
you.  Madam,  very  heartily,  for  your  kindness  in 
joining  me  in  this  solemn  exercise.  Live  wdl,  I 
conjure  you ;  and  you  will  not  feel  the  componctice 
at  the  last  which  I  now  feeL'*  So  truly  humble 
were  the  thoughts  which  this  great  and  good  man 
entertained  of  his  own  approaches  to  rdigioos 
perfection. 

**  He  was  earnestly  invited  to  publish  a  volnme  of 
Devotioncd  Exereueti  but  Uiis  (though  he  listened 
to  the  proposal  with  much  complacency,  and  a 
large  sum  of  money  was  offered  for  it)  be  dedsQed, 
from  motives  of  the  sincerest  modesty. 

"  He  seriously  entertained  the  thought  of  tians> 
lating  Thianut,  He  often  talked  to  me  on  tke 
subject ;  and  once,  in  particular,  when  I  was  rstber 
wishing  that  he  would  favour  the  world,  and  gnsi^ 
his  sovereign,  by  a  Life  of  Spenser  (which  he  said 
that  he  would  readily  have  done  had  he  been  able 
to  obtain  any  new  materials  lor  the  purpose),  he 
added,  *  I  have  been  thinking  again.  Sir,  of  Tkt^ 
anusf  it  would  not  be  the  laborious  task  vrfaLcb 
you  have  supposed  it.  I  should  have  no  troohk 
but  that  of  dictation,  which  would  be  perfenned 
as  speedily  as  an  amanuensis  could  write.'  * 

On  the  same  imdoubted  authority  I  gm  a 
few  articles  which  should  have  been  inaerted 
in  chronological  order,  but  which,  noir  that 


illness.  He  has  taken  a  little  lodsinf  In  Fleet  Stiwct.  la 
to  be  near  to  devote  himself  to  hhn.**^  Caoura,  I9<7. 

>  There  is  a  slight  error  in  Mr.  Kicbols**  acooait.  as  m^ 
pears  bf  the  following  commonicaitlon  to  me  frosa  tke  Be«. 
Mr.  Hoole  himself,  now  ( 1881 )  rector  of  PopUr :  — 

"  My  mother  was  with  us  when  I  read  prayers  to  Dr. « 
son,  on  Wednesday,  December  8.  $  bat  xmc  fbr  the  ieai 
as  it  is  suted  bjr  Mr.  Nichols,  for  I  attended  bin 
Friday,  the  lOlh.    I  must  here  mention  an  iocidi 
shows  bow  ready  Johnson  was  to  make  amends  for 
IndTlllty.    When  I  ealled  upon  Mm.  tb«  momiqg 
had  pressed  me  rather  rottgblV  to  read  Jrisafrr,  he  said,  *  I 
peerish  yesterday ;  you  must  lorgire  me:  wheo  jau  an- m 
and  as  sick  as  I  am,  perhaps  ytMi  may  be  pervis&  tea.*  I 
beard  him  make  OMoy  apologies  of  this  kiad.'*<— 


Eir 
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they  are  before  me,  I  should  be  sorry  to 
omit:  — 

*'  Among  the  early  aasocutcs  of  Johnson,  at  St. 
John's  Gate,  was  Sunuel  Boyse,  well  known  by 
his  ingenious  productions ;  and  not  less  noted  for 
his  imprudence.  It  was  not  unustud  for  Boyse  to 
be  a  customer  to  the  pawnbroker.  On  one  of 
these  occasions,  Dr.  Johnson  collected  a  sum  of 
money  to  redeem  his  friend's  clothes,  which  in  two 
days  after  were  pawned  again.  *  The  sum,'  said 
Johnson,  *was  collected  by  sixpences,  at  a  time 
"when  to  me  sixpence  was  a  serious  consideration.* 

"  Speaking  one  day  of  a  person '  for  whom  he 
had  a  real  friendship,  but  in  whom  vanity  was 
somewhat  too  predominant,  he  observed,  that  *  Kelly 
was  so  fond  of  displaying  on  his  sideboard  the  plate 
which  he  possessed,  that  he  added  to  it  his  spurs. 
For  my  part,*  said  he,  *  I  never  was  master  of  a 
pair  of  spurs,  but  once ;  and  they  are  now  at  the 
bottom  of  the  ocean.  By  the  carelessness  of  Bos- 
well's  servant,  they  wiere  dropped  from  the  end  of 
the  boat,  on  our  return  from  the  Isle  of  Sky.' " 

The  late  Keverend  Mr.  Samuel  Badcock ' 
having  been  introduced  to  Dr.  Johnson  by 
Mr.  Nichols,  some  years  before  his  death,  thus 
expressed  himself  in  a  letter  to  that  gentle- 
man:— 

■<  How  much  I  am  obliged  to  you  for  the  fiivour 
you  did  me  in  introducing  me  to  Dr.  Johnson! 
Tant&m  vidi  VtrffUiwm.  But  to  have  seen  him, 
and  to  have  received  a  testimony  of  respect  from 
him,  was  enough.  I  recollect  all  the  conversation, 
and  shall  never  forget  one  of  his  expressions.  Speak- 
ing  of  Dr.  Priestley  (whose  writings,  I  saw,  he 
estimated  at  a  low  rate),  he  said,  *  You  have  proved 
him  as  deficient  in  probity  as  he  is  in  learning.*  I 
called  him  an  *  Index  Scholars'  but  he  was  not 
willing  to  allow  him  a  claim  even  to  that  merit 
He  said,  '  that  he  borrowed  from  those  who  had 
been  borrowers  themselves,  and  did  not  know  that 


1  Hugh  Kelly,  the  drsinatie  ratbor,  who  died  in  Googh 
Square  In  1777,  n.  M,  Kelly's  flnt  faitroduction  Co  Johnson 
was  not  likely  to  have  plemscd  a  person  of  "  predominant 
vanity.**  After  having  sat  a  short  time,  he  got  up  to  take  his 
If  ave,  saying,  that  he  feared  a  longer  visit  might  be'  trouble- 
some. **  Not  in  the  least,  Sir,**  Johnson  Is  said  to  have  re. 
plied  ;  **  1  had  forgotten  that  you  were  in  the  room.**  — 
CaoKKB. 

s  Chiefly  known  as  a  Monthly  Reviewer,  and  for  a  eon- 
troversy  with  Dr.  Prieetley,  whose  friend  and  admirer  he  had 
previoosly  been.  His  assistance  to  Dr.  White,  in  a  celebrated 
Bam  pton  Lecture,  was  also  the  subject  of  a  smart  controversy 
between  that  divine  and  Dr.  Parr.  He  had  been  bred  a  dis. 
senter,  but  conformed  to  the  established  chnrch,  and  was 
ordained  in  1787.    He  died  soon  after  In  May,  1788,  Kt.  41.  — 

CaOKBB. 

3  The  SOD  of  BCr.  La  Trobe  has  published  (in  the  Christian 
Observer  for  January,  1828),  "  in  order.'*  as  he  says.  "  that 
the  tradition  nmy  not  be  lost,"  what  he  calls  a  corroboration  of 
some  remarks,  which  appeared  in  that  work  for  the  October 
and  November  preceding,  on  the  last  days  of  Dr.  Johnson. 
Mr.  La  Trobe's  statement  tends,  as  far  as  It  is  entitled  to 
credit,  to  confirm  the  opinion  already,  it  is  hoped,  universally 
entertained,  that  Johnson's  death  was  truly  christian.  But  Mr. 
La  Trobe  had  little  to  tell,  and  of  that  little  unfortunatelv  the 
prominent  facts  are  Indisputably  erroneous.  Mr.  La  Trobe 
statffs,  that  **  Dr.  Johnson  had  during  bis  last  illness  sent 
every  day  to  know  when  his  father,  who  was  then  out  of 
town,  would  come  back.  The  moment  he  arrived  he  went 
to  the  doctor's  house,  but  found  him  speechless,  though  sen- 
sible. Mr.  La  Trobe  addressed  to  him  some  religious  ex. 
hortation,  which  Johnson  showed  bv  pressing  his  hand,  and 
other  signs,  that  he  understood,  and  was  thankful  for.  He 
expired  the  next  morning,  and  Mr.  La  Trobe  always  re- 
gretted DOC  having  been  able  to  attend  Dr.  Johnsoo  sooner, 


the  mistakes  he  adopted  had  been  answered  bj 
others.'  1  often  think  of  our  short,  but  precious 
visit,  to  this  great  man.  1  shall  consider  it  as  a 
kind  of  an  ttra  in  my  life.*' 

It  is  to  the  mutual  credit  of  Johnson  and 
divines  of  different  communions,  that  although 
he  was  a  steady  Church  of  England  man, 
there  was,  nevertheless,  much  agreeable  in- 
tercourse between  him  and  them.  Let  me 
Dsrticularlj  name  the  late  Mr.  La  Trobe'  and 
Mr.  Hutton,  of  the  Moravian  profession.  His 
intimacj  with  the  English  Benedictines  at 
Paris  has  been  mentioned;  and  as  an  addi- 
tional proof  of  the  charity  in  which  he  lived 
with  good  men  of  the  Romish  church,  I  am 
happy  in  this  opportunity  of  recording  his 
friendship  irith  the  Rev.  Thomas  Hussej, 
D.D.^  his  Catholic  Majesty's  chaplun  of 
embassy  at  the  court  of  London,  that  yery 
respectable  man,  eminent  not  only  for  his 
powerful  eloquence  as  a  preacher,  but  for  his 
various  abilities  and  acquisitions.  Nay,  though 
Johnson  loved  a  Presbyterian  the  least  of  sll, 
this  did  not  prevent  his  having  a  long  and 
uninterrupted  social  connection  with  the  Rev. 
Dr.  James  Fordyce,  who,  since  his  death,  hath 
ffrateiully  celebrated  him  in  a  warm  strain  of 
devotional  composition. 

Amidst  the  melancholy  clouds  which  hung 
over  the  dyine  Johnson,  his  characteristics 
manner  showed  itself  on  different  occasions. 

When  Dr.  Warren,  in  his  usual  style,  hoped 
that  he  was  better,  his  answer  was,  **  No,  oir ; 
you  cannot  conceive  with  what  acceleration  I 
advance  towards  death.*' 

A  man  whom  he  had  never  seen  before  was 
employed  one  ni^ht  to  sit  up  with  him.  Being 
asked  next  morning  how  he  liked  his  attendant, 
his  answer  was,  **  Not  at  all.  Sir ;  the  fellow's 


according  to  his  wish."  The  reader  will  see  that  the  infer- 
ence suggested  hy  this  statement  is,  that  Dr.  Johnson  wished 
for  the  spiritual  assistance  of  Mr.  La  Trobe,  in  addition  (or 
it  might  even  be  inferred.  In  pr^eremee)  to  that  of  his  near' 
and  dear  friends,  Mr.  Hoole  and  Dr.  Strahan,  clergymen  of 
the  established  church :  and  it  may  be  seen  that  the  anony- 
mous (and  why  anonymous  7)  writer  of  a  letter  published 
among  Hannah  Mora's,  v.  1.  p.  979.,  repeats  the  tale  of  Mr. 
La  Trobe's  conversation  having  hsid  a  beneficial  eflRsct  on 
Dr.  Johnson's  mind.  Mow  the  facts  of  the  case  essentially 
contradict  Mr.  La  Trobe's  account,  and  any  Inferences  which 
might  be  dedueible  from  it.  Dr.  Johnson,  as  will  be  seen  in 
the  Diaries  of  Sir  J.  Hawkins  and  Mr.  Windham,  was  not 
tpeeckle$$  the  day  before  his  death,  nor  did  he  die  next 
mommg  (which  seems  mentioned  as  the  reason  why  Mr. 
La  Trobe's  visit  was  not  repeated),  but  in  the  ettenimg.  And, 
which  is  quite  conclusive,  it  appears  from  Mr.  uoole's 
Diarfft  that  Mr.  La  Trobe's  visit  to  Dr.  Johnson's  tnidence 
(and  his  son  admits  there  was  hot  ome)Xiotik  place  about 
eleven  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  of  the  lOtli,  three  days  before 
Dr.  Johnson's  death ;  that  Mr.  La  Trobe  did  not  ewn  see 
kirn :  and  that  it  was  in  the  coarse  of  that  rery  day  that  Mr. 
Hoole  read  prayers  to  him  and  a  small  congregation  of 
liriends.  And  1  most  add,  that  some  Anther  particulars 
stated,  with  the  same  srfew,  in  the  anonymous  lett«r  •^  which 
the  editor  of  Hannah  More's  ought  not  to  have  admitted 
without  better  authentication  _  are  certainly  and  manifestly 
fttise.  So  little  can  anecdotes  at  second  hand  be  trusted.  — 
Cboub,  1831.47.J    ' 

*  No  doubt  tho  gentleman  who  is  so  consirfcuouf  in  Mr. 
Cumberland's  Memoirs.  He  was  subsequently  first  master 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  college  at  Maynooth,  and  titular 
Bishop  of  WatM>ford  in  Ireland,  in  which  tatter  canadty  he 
published,  in  1797,  a  pastoral  charge,  which  excited  a  good 
deal  of  obaemtlon.  —  Cxoxaa. 
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an  idiot;  he  is  &8  awkward  as  a  turnspit  when 
first  put  into  the  wheel,  and  as  sleepy  as  a 
dormouse.** 

He  repeated  with  great  spirit  a  poem,  con- 
sisting of  several  stanzas,  in  four  lines,  in 
alternate  rhyme,  which  he  said  he  had  com- 
posed some  years  before,  on  occasion  of  a 
rich,  extravagant  young  gentleman*s  ^  coming 
of  age :  saying  he  had  never  reoeated  it  but 
once  since  he  composed  it,  and  had  given  but 
one  copy  of  it.  That  copy  was  eiven  to  Mrs. 
Thrale,  now  Fiozzi,  who  has  published  it  in  a 
book  which  she  entitles  *^  British  Synonim^,** 
but  which  is  truly  a  collection  of  entertaining 
remarks  and  stories,  no  matter  whether  ac- 
curate or  not.  Being  a  piece  of  exquisite 
satire,  conveyed  in  a  strain  of  pointed  vivacity 
and  humour,  and  in  a  manner  of  which  no 
other  instance  is  to  be  found  in  Johnson's 
writings,  I  shall  here  insert  it. 

**  Long-expected  one-and-twenty, 

Ling'rinff  year,  at  length  is  flown ; 
Pride  and  pleasure,  pomp  and  plenty. 
Great  [Sir  John],  are  now  your  own. 

*<  Looaen'd  from  the  minor's  tether. 
Free  to  mortgage  or  to  aeU, 
Wild  as  wind,  and  light  as  feather, 
Bid  the  toas  of  thrift  frrewell. 

«  CaU  the  Betseys,  Kates,  and  Jennies, 
All  the  names  that  bamsh  care ; 
Lavish  of  your  grandstre's  ffuineas, 
Show  the  spirit  of  an  heir. 

«  All  that  prey  on  vice  and  ibUy 
Joy  to  see  their  quarry  fly ; 
There  the  gamester,  light  and  jolly. 
There  the  lender,  grave  and  sly. 

**  Wealth,  my  lad,  was  made  to  wander, 
Let  it  wander  as  it  will ; 
Call  the  jockey,  call  the  pander. 
Bid  them  oome  and  take  their  fllU 

«  When  the  bonny  bUule  earouaet. 
Pockets  AtU,  and  spirits  high  — 
What  are  acres  ?  what  are  houses? 
Only  dirt,  or  wet  or  dry. 

«  Should  the  guardian  friend  or  mother 
Tell  the  woes  of  wilful  waste : 
Scorn  their  counsels,  scorn  their  pother, 
Tou  can  hang  or  drown  at  hui.** 

As  he  opened  a  note  which  his  servant 
brought  to  him,  he  said,  '*  An  odd  thought 
strikes  me: — we  shall  receive  no  letters  in 
the  grave.**  • 


1  sir  John  Lade  — th«  pottharaoot  ton  of  the  fourth 
barooeC  by  Mr.  Thrtle*i  tUter.  He  entered  etferljf  Into  ell 
the  follfet  of  the  dejr ;  wei  a  remarkable  whip ;  and  niarrled  a 
woman  of  the  town.  —  Caoxn.  See  Joiinion'e  letter  to 
Mr*.  Thrale,  Augutt  SCh,  1780.     **  Yoo  hare  heard  in  the 


papers  how  [Lade]  !•  come  to  af&  I  have  cneloaed  a  short 
aong  of  congratulation,  which  you  moat  not  thow  to  any 
body.    It  to  odd  that  It  ihould  eone  Into  any  body'i  head. 


1  hope  you  wtU  rand  It  with  caadour 
of  th«  aathor*!  ftnt  eanfs  In  that  wa: 
beftamer  to   always  to 
Maloms. 


;  It  la,  I  believe,  oae 
vay  of  writing,  aad  a 
with  naderMst.*'  — 


He  requested  three  thmgi  of  Sir  J»ba 
Beholds: — To  forgive  him  thiitjr  pooDl* 
which  he  had  borrowed  of  him ;— to  reid  ti. 
Bible;— -and  never  to  use  his  peocil  oat 
Sunday.    Sir  Joshua  readily  acquieieei' 

Indeed  he  showed  the  greatest  sniietv  fur 
the  religious  improvement  of  his  fnenii,  u> 
whom  he  discoursed  of  its  infinite  co&se<]Ti<'5r#. 
He  be^ed  of  Mr.  Hoole  to  thmk  of  what  b" 
had  sua,  and  to  conumt  it  to  writing;  acl 
upon  bemg  afterwards  assured  thst  Uii$Ti> 
done,  presMd  his  hands,  and  in  an  earnett  i/ya- 
thanked  him.  Dr.  Brocldesby  hsTin^  stleDOt  i 
him  with  the  utmost  assiduity  and  kiadiiM  -^i 
his  physician  and  friend,  he  wss  pecttUsrij  (de- 
sirous that  this  gentleman  shoud  sot  cnia- 
tain  any  loose  speculative  notions,  bm  be  ca- 
firmed  in  the  truths  of  Christianitv,  ici 
insisted  on  his  writing  down  in  hii  procnre. 
as  nearly  as  he  could  collect  it,  the  impon  x 
what  passed  on  the  subject ;  and  Dr.  Wk- 
lesby  having  oomi^ied  with  the  nc[JitA,  > 
ma^  him  sign  the  paper,  and  urged  hmi  to  k^;' 
it  in  his  own  custody  as  long  ss  he  lived. 

Johnson,  with  that  native  fortitnde  vU  b. 
amidst  all  his  bodilj  distress  snd  a^'-^ 
sufferings,  never  forsook  him,  sriced  U 
Brocklesbj,  as  a  man  in  whom  he  hsd  err* 
fidence,  to  tell  him  ^atnlv  whether  be aci 
recover.  "Give  me,^  saui  he,  ''s  d:-' 
answer.**  The  doctor,  having  first  sski^d  hs. 
if  he  could  bear  the  whole  truth,  whidi  «>' 
soever  it  might  lead,  and  being  answered  tL: 
he  could,  declared  that,  in  his  opmlon,  he  n .. : 
not  reoover  without  a  mirade.  ^'Then,"  ^ 
Johnson,  *'  I  will  take  no  niorsphysc,Bot<^v'= 
my  opiates ;  for  I  have  prayed  tbst  1  u* 
render  up  my  soul  to  Grod  ludottded.*  I' 
this  resolution  he  persevered,  and,  st  tb«  ttf-' 
time,  used  only  ttie  weakest  kinds  of  tn'^'- 
anoe.  Being  pressed  by  Mr.  Windhsm  to  u^ 
somewhat  more  generous  noarubninit,  le^ '  * 
low  a  diet  should  have  the  very  efisrt  w.  - 
he  dreaded,  by  debilitaftins  his  ssiad,  be  «i  - 
"I  will  take  any  thing  bat  iaefanstiaf  >-- 
tenanoe.** 

The  Beverend  Mr.  Strahan,  who  wh  '.. 
son  of  his  friend,  and  had  been  alvsn  tr-  > 
his  great  favourites,  had,  during  hii  \it  C:  * 
the  satisfaction  of  contributing  to  tvnh: . 
comfort  him.  That  gentleman*s  hooM*^  * 
lington,  of  which  he  is  vicar,  afibrdedJi^ir* 
ocoasionallv  and  easily,  an  agreeable  cbiv 

Elaoe  and  fresh  air;  and  he  attended  sl»* - 
im  in  town  in  the  discharge  of  the  ih^  * 
offices  of  his  profesnon. 


*  MaSanedeMaiotaooo 
#fil  pti  and  higher  thoughta  of  the 
Jeremy  Taylor :  —  **  What  aenata  ■! 
QaiBthegra?eT    What  (Haada  ta  vtolt  oi » 
people  to  deanaa  away  the  aanlgi  md  ^ 
reSedad  oo  our  bof«  froa  Iho  lidoa  af  lb* 
which  are  the  ioogeie  waopa 
DlfM^  chap.  1.  i.  S.  ^  Caoaaa. 

•  Hannah  Mora  nyt  (hat  «a  Hito  !■§ 
hwitahril  a  liUla,  hot  ai  iMt  ca^fHai.— < 


or.     • 


"'-.>l 


Sr* 


^Ir.  Straban  hM  given  me  the  agreeable 
assurance,  that  after  being  in  much  agitation, 
Johnson  became  quite  composed,  and  continued 
BO  till  his  death. 

Dr.  Brockleabr,  who  will  not  be  Buipected 
of  fanaticism,  obliged  me  with  the  following 
accounts:— 

<*  For  wme  time  before  his  death,  nil  his  fears 
were  calmed  and  absorbed  by  the  prevalence  of  hU 
faith,  tnd  his  trust  in  the  merits  and  pnpitiaHon  of 
Jesus  Christ 

**  He  talked  often  to  me  about  the  oeeesstty  of 
faith  in  the  mtrijlee  of  Jesus,  as  neeesnry  beyond  all 
good  worki  whatever  for  the  salvation  of  mankind. 

•«  He  pressed  roe  to  study  Dr.  Clarke  and  to  lead 
his  ssrmoDs.  I  aakad  him  why  he  praaed  Dr. 
Clarke,  an  Arian.'  « Because,*  aud  he,  «heia 
fullest  OB  the  pnptHaiorjf  iaeri/€e.* " 

Of  his  laiBt  moments,  my  brother,  Thomas 
David,  has  fiimiflhed  me  with  the  following 
particulars: — 

**  Hie  Doctor,  from  the  time  that  he  was  eertain 
ht^  death  was  near,  appeared  to  be  perfectly  ra. 
ftlgned,  was  seldom  or  never  fretful  or  out  of  tern- 
per,  and  often  sud  to  his  fiuthfol  aervant,  who  gave 
me  this  aeeount,  *  Attend,  Franais,  to  the  salvation 
of  your  soul,  which  ia  the  ol](jeet  of  greatcet  impor- 
tance :  *  he  also  ezpUined  to  him  paasa^  in  the 
Scriptuiv,  and  aaemed  to  have  pleaaure  m  talking 
upon  religioua  subjects. 

««On  Monday,  the  13th  of  December,  the  day 

on  which  he  died,  a  Miss  Morris*,  daughter  to  a 

particular  friend  of  hia,  called,  and  said  to  Francis, 

that  she  begged  to  be  permitted  to  see  the  Doctor, 

that  she  might  wmeatly  request  him  to  give  her 

his  blewing.     Francis  went  into  the  room,  followed 

Uj  the  young  lady,  and  delivered  the  message.    The 

I>i>ctor  turned  himself  in  the  bed,  and  said,  *  Ood 

blc.  you,  my  dear !  *    These  were  the  last  words 

he  %poke.     His  difficulty  of  breathing  increased  till 

about  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening,  when  Mr.  Bar- 

(Mfr  and  Mrs.  DesmouUaa,  who  were  utting  in  tha 

r<»om.  observing  that  the  noise  he  had  mada  in 

breathing  had  ceased,  went  to  tbe  bed,  and  found 

lie  waa  dead.*** 

About  two  days  after  his  death,  the  follow* 
in^  very  agreeable  account  was  communicated 
to  Mr.  Mdone,  in  a  letter  by  the  Honourable 
•J«ihn  Byng,  to  whom  I  am  much  obliged  for 
•granting  me  permission  to  introduce  it  in  my 
%%  ork  :  — 


«  The  rhADffe  of  bit  iMiMments  with  nfurd  to  Dr.  Clarke 

U  thus  iD^ntloiM^  to  tM  In  ■  letter  from  tbe  late  Dr.  Adamt, 

,,.*»t«T  of  Pcmbrolie  College.  Oxford.  — ••  Tbe  Doctor*  pre- 

,  1  Uit%  were  the  •tronxrat.  and  eertalnlv  In  another  lenae 

r '  «•  «rali«»«t.  that  ever  poti— ed  a  Mosible  nan.    You  know 

M  •  ^»  t  rrtne  seal  for  orthodosT.    But  diU  you  ever  hear  what 

ii«*  told  rnc  hlmMlf— that  be  had  made  It  a  rule  not  toadmU 

I  >r.  <  larke'a  name  In  hit  Dtctlonarj  ?    ThU,  however,  wore 

tr    AC  aome  diiUDce  of  tiroa  he  advised  with  me  what  book* 

^  ahrMald  read  in  defenre  of  the  ChrUtlan  relixlon.    1  re- 

'»tfi'riende>d*  Clarke's  Bvideoce*  of  Natural  and  Keteaied 

K«-i  laion.*  M  tbe  bru  of  the  kind ;  and  I  Sod  In  what  U  called 

%  •  l>raT«'ra  and  McdtUtlont,*  that  he  wa«  freanently  em- 

..  »}o<l   in   the  Utter  part  of  bU  time  in  reading  Clarke'i 

-    rinooa."  —  BoawiLL.    But  at  early  u  1763,  b«  recon- 

II ^iMi«-d  Dr.  Clarke,  amle,  p.  IS\  —  CaoKsa. 

*  She  waa  the  aUter  of  a  ladr  of  thv  ume  name  whoap* 

>«-Arc«l  oo  the  atafe  at  Covent  Garden  a*  JuUrt.  In  176*.  and 

li*Hl  n^xt  year.    She  waa  a  relation  of  Mr.  Corbjn  Morrto, 

ommlaalotier  of  the  coatomt.— CaoKia.  ..^ 

3  Tfa«  foUowlDg  letter,  aow  In  m j  poataadon,  wftttaa  wllh 


"DaAa  Sia, — Sinee  I  iaw  yon,  I  havahada 
long  eonvartation  with  Cawtton  *,  who  lat  up  with 
Dr.  Jobnaoo,  from  nina  o*e)ook  on  Sunday  avcning» 
till  ten  o'oloek  on  Monday  morning.  And,  from 
what  I  can  gather  from  him,  it  should  Mem  that 
Dr.  Johnton  was  perftetly  compoaad,  steady  in 
hope  and  retigned  to  death.  At  the  interval  of 
each  hour,  they  assisted  him  to  sit  up  in  his  bed, 
and  move  his  legs,  which  were  in  much  pain  {  when 
he  regularly  aflressed  himself  to  fervent  prayer  t 
and  though,  sometimes,  his  voice  fiuled  him,  his 
sense  never  did,  during  that  time.  The  only  sus- 
tenance he  received  was  cider  and  water.  He  said 
his  mind  was  prepared,  and  tbe  time  to  his  dissolu- 
tion seemed  long.  At  six  in  tha  morning,  ha  in* 
quired  the  hour,  and,  on  being  informed,  sidd,  that 
all  went  on  regularly,  and  ha  lUt  that  he  had  but 
a  Ibw  hours  to  live. 

**  At  ten  o*olock  in  the  morning,  he  parted  from 
Cawstoo,  saying,  *  You  should  not  detain  Mr.  Wind* 
ham*s  servant  I  — I  thank  you;  bear  my  rcmem- 
brance  to  your  master.*  Cawston  says,  that  no 
man  could  appear  more  collected,  more  devout, 
or  less  terrified  at  tha  thoughts  of  the  approaching 
minute. 

**  This  account,  which  is  so  much  more  agreeable 
than,  and  somewhat  different  from,  yours,  has  given 
us  the  saUs&etion  of  thinking  that  that  great  man 
died  as  he  lived,  fbll  of  resignation,  strengthened 
in  fiuth,  and  Joyful  in  hope.'* 

*  A  few  days  before  his  death,  he  had  aaked 
Sir  John  Hawkins,  aa  one  of  his  executorsi 
where  ho  should  be  buried ;  and  on  being 
answered,  ^^Doubtless,  in  Westminster  Abbey, 
seemed  to  fed  a  satisfaction,  very  natural  to  a 
poet;  and  indeed  in  m/ opinion  Terr  natural 
to  every  man  of  any  imagination,  who  has  no 
family  sepulchre  in  which  he  can  be  laid  with 
his  fathers.  Accordingly,  upon  Monday,  De- 
cember 20.,  his  remains  [enclosed  in  a  leaden 
coffin]  were  deposited  in  that  noble  and  re- 
nowned ediiSce  [in  the  south  transept,  near 
the  foot  of  Shakspeare*S  monument,  and  close 
to  the  coffin  of  hu  friend  Garrick] ;  and  oyer 
his  grave  was  placed  a  large  blue  flag-stone, 
with  this  inscription :  — 

MfisMvsL  Jomrsow,  LL.D. 
Obiit  XIII.  die  Deeembria, 
Anno  Domini 

IL  DCC.  LZXXXV. 

^tatis  sua  Lzsy." 


sn  agitated  bmd,  from  the  very  chamber  of  dsatb.  bf  the 
amiable  Mr.  Lengton,  and  obvloualy  tetermpted  bv  ala  IM- 
iDtB.  will  not  uoaptlv  close  the  •Xorf  of  lo  long  a  fHendshtp. 
The  totter  la  not  addreticd.  but  Mr.  Langtaa's.fraily  bsUevS 
It  was  lotendad  for  Mr.  Boawelt. 

Mv  i»Aa  Sib,  ^  After  many  eoetlethif  hepet  «ad  liars  re* 
•pecting  tbe  event  of  thlt  beavv  ratura  of  lUoeaa  which  has 
aaialled  oar  bonoared  friend.  Dr.  iohoaoa.  ataee  his 


firom  Llebaeld,  about  four  dava  ago  the  appanraeesa  grsw 
mora  and  more  awful,  snd  tbu  aiorWMO  at  olght  o'dock. 


when  I  arrived  at  Ma  houae  to  aoo  how  he  ahooM  bo  l 
oa,  I  waa  acqnalnfed  at  tbe  door,  that  shsut  thieo  ^oartofs  b^ 
aa  hoar  before,  ho  breathed  hla  laat.  t  am  now  wrltta«  la 
hla  fonarahlo  ramalaa  aahOrit  a 


the  tetoroailna  mlamalty  oT  whtoh,  difleolt  as  U  wonld  bo  fa 
aaf  sort  to  isd  terma  to  expreaa.  so  to  yoa,  my  dear  ilr. 
whoio  owa  asniotiana  wm  palat  It  aostroagljr.  It  would  be  or 

4  flofvaat  to  the  Wght  Hon.  WIIUbsb 

Zy  4 
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His  funeral  was  attended  by  a  respectable 
number  of  his  friends,  particularly  such  of  the 
members  of  The  Literary  Club  as  were  in 
town ;  and  was  also  honoured  with  the  pre- 
sence of  seyeral  of  the  ReTerend  Chapter  of 
Westminster.  Mr.  Burke,  Sir  Joseph  Banks, 
Mr.  WincUiam,  Mr.  Langton,  Sir  Charles  Bun- 
bury,  and  Mr.  Colman  bore  his  pall.  His 
schoolfellow,  Dr.  Taylor,  performed  the  mourn- 
ful office  of  reading  the  burial  service.^ 

I  trust  I  shall  not  be  accused  of  affectation, 
when  I  declare,  that  I  find  myself  unable  to 
express  all  thai  I  felt  upon  the  loss  of  such  a 
*^ guide,  philosopher,  and  friend.**'  I  shall, 
therefore,  not  say  one  word  of  my  own,  but 
adopt  those  of  an  eminent  friend  ^ ,  which  he 
uttered  with  an  abrupt  felicity,  superior  to  all 
studied  compositions :  — "  He  has  made  achasm, 
which  not  only  nothing  can  fill  up,  but  which 
nothing  has  a  tendency  to  fill  up.  Johnson 
is  dead.  Let  us  go  to  the  next  best:  there 
is  nobody ;  no  man  can  be  said  to  put  you  in 
mind  of  Johnson.** 

As  Johnson  had  abundant  homage  paid  to 
him  during  his  life^  so  no  writer  in  Uiis  nation 
ever  had  such  an  accumulation  of  literary  ho- 
nours after  his  death.  A  sermon  upon  that 
event  was  preached  in  St.  Mary*s  Church, 
Oxford,  before  the  University,  by  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Agutter,  of  Magdalen  College.^      The 


>  "  It  moft  be  told,  that  a  dltirtltfaftloo  wu  axpretted  In 
the  public  papers  that  he  was  not  buried  with  all  possible 
funeral  rites  and  honours.  In  all  processions  and  solemnities 
something  will  be  forgotten  or  omitted.  Here  no  disrespect 
was  intended.  The  executors  did  not  think  themselres 
Justified  in  doing  more  than  they  did ;  for  only  a  little  cathe« 
dral  service,  accompanied  with  lights  and  music,  would  have 
raised  the  price  of  Interment  In  this  matter  fees  ran  high  : 
they  could  not  be  excused ;  and  the  expenses  were  to  be  paid 
firom  the  property  of  the  deceased.  His  funeral  expenses 
amounted  to  more  than  two  hundred  pounds.  Future 
monumental  charges  may  be  defirayed  by  the  generosity  of 
subscription."  ~  Gnst/^maii's  Magazme,  178<V,  p.  911.,  pro- 
bably  6y  Mr.  TycrM. 

There  was  some  hope  that  the  fises  wonld  hare  been  re- 
funded, and  StecTens  made  a  suggestion  to  that  effect  in  the 
Gent.  Mag.t  but  they  were  not ;  and  it  is  to  be  added,  that  all 
Dr.  Johnson's  friends,  but  especially  Bfalone  and  Steerens, 
were  indignant  at  the  mean  and  selfish  spirit  which  the  dean 
and  chapter  exhibited  on  this  occasion ;  but  they  were  es- 
pecially so  against  Dr.  Taylor,  not  only  for  not  baring  pre- 
vailed on  his  colleagues  to  ^ow  more  respect  to  his  old 
friend,  but  for  the  unfeeling  manner  in  which  he  himself 
performed  the  burial  service.  <—  Caoxn. 

2  On  the  subject  of  Johnson  I  may  adopt  the  words  of  Sir 
John  Harrington  concerning  his  venerable  tutor  and  dio. 
cesan.  Dr.  John  StiU,  BUhop  of  Bath  and  Wells :  "*  who  hath 
given  me  some  helps,  more  hopes,  all  encouragements  in  my 
best  studies :  to  whom  I  never  came  but  I  grew  more  re- 
ligious;  f^om  whom  I  never  went,  but  I  parted  better 
instructed.  Of  him,  therefore,  my  acquaintance,  my  A-iend, 
my  instructor,  if  I  speak  much,  it  were  not  to  be  marvelled ; 
if  I  speak  frankly.  It  is  not  to  be  blamed ;  and  though  I  speak 
partially,  it  were  to  be  pardoned."  —  Ni^*  Aniiq%ue,yo\.  i. 

B,  136.  There  is  one  circumstance  to  Sir  John's  character  of ' 
ishop  Still,  which  is  peculiariv  applicable  to  Johnson :  **  He 
became  so  famous  a  dtsputer,  that  the  leamedest  were  even 
afraid  to  dispute  with  htm;  and  he,  finding  his  own  strength, 
could  not  stick  to  warn  them  In  their  arguments  to  take  heed 
to  their  answers,  like  a  perfect  fencer  that  will  tell  aforehand 
in  which  button  he  will  give  the  venew,  or  like  a  cunning 
chess-player  that  will  appoint  aforehand  with  which  pawn 
and  In  what  place  he  will  give  the  mate."    Md.  —  Botwaix. 

>  The  late  Right  Hon.  Williani  Gerrard  Hamilton,  who 
had  been  intimately  aeqoainted  with  Dr.  Johnson  near  thirty 
years.  He  died  in  Loodoo,  July  16. 1796,  in  his  sixty-eighth 
jeer.  .-MaioNi. 


»  It  is  not  yet  published.  In  a  letter  to  bm,  Mr. 
savs,  **  My  sermon  before  the  University  waa  Baore 
with  Dr.  Johnson's  monU  than  his  mldJecte^f 
It  particularly  examined  his  fear  of  death,  and 
several  reasons  for  the  apprcfaensifms  of  the  goc 
indiflbrenoe  of  the  infidel,  in  their  last  hours; 
illustrated  by  contrasting  the  death  of  Dr.  Johnaoo 
Hume :  the  text  was.  Job,  xxi.  22-26." —  Bo«wnx. 


<  This  monument  has  been  ainee  erected.    It 
medallion,  with  a  tablet  beneath,  on  which  la  ihla 
tion :  — 

The  friends  of  Samvzl  Jomiisoii.  LL.  D. 
A  native  of  Lichfield, 
Erected  this  Monument, 
As  a  tritnite  of  respect 
To  the  Memory  of  a  man  of  eatcnsire  teaming. 
A  distinguished  moral  writer,  and  a  sincere  CbrteCiaL 
He  died  Dec.  13. 1784,  aged  7& —  Matomb. 

7  To  prevent   any  misconception  on    thia 
Malone,  by  whom  these  lines  were  obligingly 
requests  me  to  add  the  following  remark  :<— 

"  In  iustice  to  the  late  Mr.  Flood,  now 
and  highly  meriting,  an  epiuph  from  hb  coaMry, 
his  transcendent  talentt  did  the  highest  boooiir.  t.  . 
the  most  important  service.  It  ahooldbe  obaerrtdL  that 
lines  were  bv  no  means  intended  as  a  rei 
inscription  lor  Dr.  Johnson.  Had  he  nadertakca  to 
appropriate  and  discrimlnatlTe  epitqih  fbr  chat 


xht 

Mr. 


aawellai 


Lives,  the  Memoirs,  the  EssajSy  both  in  proK 
and  verse,  which  have  been  published  oob- 
cemlng  him,  would  make  manj  Tolumei.  1^ 
numerous  attacks  too  upon  hun  I  <^*wMit  is 
part  of  his  consequence,  upon  the  prindpfe 
which  he  himself  so  well  knew  and  asserted 
Many  who  trembled  at  his  presence  were  ibr- 
ward  in  assault,  when  they  no  longer  appre- 
hended danger.  When  one  of  his  little 
pragmatical  foes  was  invidiouslT  snarling  at 
his  fame  at  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds's  table,  the 
Reverend  Dr.  Parr  exclaimed,  with  his  nsoai 
bold  animation,  **  Ay,  now  that  the  old  liai  b 
dead,  every  ass  thinks  he  may  kick  at  hioL* 

A  monument  for  him,  in  Westminster  Abtvr, 
was  resolved  upon  soon  after  his  death,  tad  \ 
was  supported  by  a  most  respectable  contn-  | 
bution;  but  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  St.  PanTi 
having   come   to    a  resolution   of  *^"*»**^  | 
monuments  there  upon  a  liberal  and  magnifi-  1 
cent  plan,  that  cathedral  was  afterwards  fixed 
on,  as  a  place  in  which  a  cenotaph  should  be 
erected  to  his  memory :  and  in  tne  cathedral 
of  his  native  city  of  Lichfield  a  smaller  ooe 
is  to  be  erected.  ^     To  compose   his  epitaph, 
could  not  but  excite  the  warmest  competitKB 
of  genius.      If  laudari  e  laudato  viro  be  prase 
which  is  highly  estimable,  I  should  not  fbrgire 
myself  were  I  to  omit  the  following  sepuJcsrai 
verses  on  the  author  of  Thx  Chgush  Die- 
TioNABT,  written  by  the  Right  Hoooorable 
Henry  Flood' :  — 


*  Beside  the  Dedlcatioos  to  him  by  Dr.  Cold— alih.  tfcs 
Rev.  Dr.  Franklin,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  wDaon.  which  1  h«f« 
mentioned  according  to  their  dates,  there  waa  ooe  by  a  lady, 
of  a  versification  of  *'  Anfaigalt  and  A  jot,**  and  ooe  br  tkr 
ingenious  Mr.  Walker,  of  his  **  Rhetorical  Grmmmmr  I 
have  introduced  into  this  work  aeveral  cowpliienti  paid  t» 
him  in  the  writings  of  his  contemporaries  ;  bat  the  naabo-af 
them  is  so  great,  that  we  may  fairly  aaj  that  there  waa 
a  general  tribute.  Let  me  not  be  rorg»«1Val  of  the 
done  to  him  by  Colonel  Myddleton,  of  Gwaynynog. 
Denbigh ;  who,  on  the  banks  of  a  rivnlet  In  hia 
Johnson  delighted  to  stand  and  repeat  verses 
with  the  inscription  given  aiUl,  p.  4S3.  n.  4.  _ 
Here  followed  an  accomit  of  the  varioos  portraits  of  Dc. 
Johnson,  which  will  be  found  at  the  end  of 
CaoEiR. 


-ffix.  76. 
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**  No  need  of  Latin  or  of  Greek  to  grace 

Our  Johnson's  memory,  or  inscribe  his  grave ; 
His  native  language  claims  this  mournful  spade, 
To  pay  the  immortality  he  gave."  ' 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Parr,  on  beine  requested  to 
undertake  Johnson's  epitaph,  thus  expressed 
himself  in  a  letter  to  William  Seward,  Esq. : 

'*  I  leave  this  mighty  task  to  some  hardier  and 
some  abler  writer.  The  variety  and  splendour  of 
Johnson's  attainments,  the  peculiarities  of  his  cha- 
racter, his  private  virtues,  and  his  literary  publi- 
cations, fill  me  with  confUsion  and  dismay,  when 
I  reflect  upon  the  confined  and  difficult  species  of 
composition,  in  which  alone  they  can  be  expressed 
with  propriety,  upon  this  monument." 

But  I  tmderstand  that  this  great  scholar,  and 
warm  admirer  of  Johnson,  nas  yielded  to  re- 
peated solicitations,  and  executed  the  very 
difficult  undertaking. 


extraordinary  man,  those  who  knew  Mr.  Flood's  Tigour  of 
mind  will  have  no  doubt  that  he  would  hate  prodooed  one 
worthy  of  his  lUuttrloiu  totitJect.  But  the  iact  wai  marelj 
this :  In  December,  17S9,  after  a  Urge  subscription  had  been 
made  for  Dr.  Johnson's  monument,  to  which  Mr.  Flood 
liberallj  ooDtriboted,  Mr.  Malooe  happened  to  call  on  him  at 
his  house  In  Bemers  Street,  and  the  conversation  turning 
on  the  proposed  monument,  Mr.  Malone  maintained  that  the 
epitaph,  bv  whomsoever  it  should  be  written,  ought  to  be  in 
Latin.  Mr.  Ftood  thought  differently.  The  next  morning. 
In  a  poatacriDt  to  a  note  on  another  subject,  he  mentioned 
that  ne  continued  of  the  same  opinion  as  on  the  preceding 
day,  and  suhhined  the  lines  above  given."  —  Boswsll. 

'  Dr.  Johnson's  monument,  consisting  of  a  colossal  flgnre 
leaning  against  a  column  (but  not  very  strongly  resembling 
him),  has  since  the  death  of  Mr.  Boswell  been  placed  in  St. 
Paul's  Cathedral,  having  been  first  opened  to  public  view, 
February  S.  1796.  The  epiuph  was  written  by  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Farr,  and  is  as  follows:— 


k^a 


8AMVBLI  •  I0HN80N 

GRAMMATICO  -  ET  *  CRITICO 

SCRIPTORVM  •  ANGLICORVM  •  LITTBRATE  • 

PERITO 

POBTAE  •  LVMIMIBVS  -  SENTENTIARVM 

ET  •   PONDERIBVS  •  VERBORVM  •  ADMIRABILI 

MAGISTRO  •  VIRTVT18  •  GRAVISSIMO 
HOMINI  •  OPTIMO  •  ET  •  SINGVLARIS  •  EXEMPLI. 

QVI    VIXIT  •  ANN  •  Lxxv  •  MENS  -il.  DIEB  •  xtiil. 

DECBSSIT  *  IDIB  •  DECEMBR  *  ANN  *  CHRIST  • 

clo  •  locc  •  LXXXJiiI  •  SBPVLT  •  IN  •  AED  •  SANCT  • 

PETR  •  WBSTMONASTERIENS  *  znl  •  KAL  • 

lANVAR  •  ANN  •  CHRIST  •  cfo  •  locc  •  txxxv. 

AMICI  •  ET  •  SODALES  •  LITTBRARII 

PECVNIA  •  CONLATA 

H  •  M  •  FACIVND  •  CVRAVER. 

On  a  scroll  In  his  hand  are  the  following  worda ;  -^ 
£NMAKAPE2SinONaNANTASIOS£lHAMOlBH. 

On  one  side  of  the  monument :  <— 
Facixbat  JoHAMifia  Bacoit,  Scvlftok  Amn.  Crust. 

M.D.CC.LXXXV. 

The  subscription  for  this  monument,  which  cost  eleven 
I  hundred  guineas,  was  begun  by  the  Literary  Club,  and  com- 
plet<Hl  by  the  aid  of  Johnson's  other  friends  and  admirers. 
—  Malons. 
I  It  is  to  iM  regretted  that  the  committee  for  erecting  this 
monument  did  not  adhere  to  the  principles  of  the  ilowiMf 
i{oMi,on  the  snbiect  of  Goldsmith's  cnlupb,  («is<e*,  p.  •'&2I.), 
and  insist  on  having  the  epitaph  to  Johnson  written  in  the 
language  to  which  he  had  been  so  great  and  so  very  peculiar 
a  lieneJactor.  The  committee  of  subscribers,  called  ewro/orf , 
were  Lord  Stowell,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Windham,  Sir  Joseph 
Banks,  Mr.  Metcalf,  Mr.  Boswell,  and  Mr.  Malone ;  <rf  whom, 
Mr.  Melealt  Mr.  Burke,  and  Sir  Joaeph  hadsisned  the  JtoiMtf 
Robin  i  but  it  may  be  presomed  that  Dr.  Johnson's  pre- 


CONCLUSION. 

Thb  character  of  Samuel  Johnson  has,  I 
trust,  been  so  developed  in  the  course  of  this 
work,  that  they  who  nave  honoured  it  wiUi  a 
perusal  nuiy  be  considered  as  well  acquainted 
with  him.  As,  however,  it  maj  be  expected 
that  I  should  collect  into  one  view  the  capital 
and  distinguishinff  features  of  this  extraordi- 
nary man,  I  shall  endeavour  to  acauit  myself 
of  that  part  of  my  biographical  undertaking  *, 
however  difficult  it  ma^  oe  to  do  tiiat  which 
many  of  my  readers  will  do  better  for  them- 
selves. 

His  figure  was  large  and  well  formed,  and 
his  countenance  of  the  cast  of  an  ancient  statue ; 
yet  his  appearance  was  rendered  strange  and 
somewhat  uncouth,  by  convulsive  cramps,  by 
the  scars  of  that  distemper  which  it  was  once 


ference  of  a  Latin  epitaph,  so  aatUivefy  proiummeed  m  that 
occasion,  operated  on  their  minds  as  an  expression  of  what 
his  wishes  would  have  been  as  to  his  own.  It  seems,  how- 
ever, to  me,  the  height  of  bad  taste  and  absurdity  to  exhibit 
Dr.  Johnson  In  St.  Paul's  cathedral  in  the  masquerade 
of  a  half-naked  Roman,  with  such  pedantic,  and,  to  the 
passing  public,  unintelligible  inscriptions  as  the  above :  of 
which  the  following  is  a  doae  translation :  — 


Ail»ka  ^   OtHega. 


To  Samukl  JonNSON, 

A  grammarian  and  critic 

Of  mat  skill  In  English  literature ; 

A  poet  admirable  for  the  Tight  of  his  sentences 

And  the  weight  of  his  words ; 

A  most  eflbctive  teacher  of  virtue ; 

An  excellent  man,  and  of  singular  example. 

Who  lived  75  years,  9  months,  14  days. 

He  died  In  the  ides  of  December,  in  the  year  of  Cbrlat, 

MDOCLXXXIV. 

Was  burled  In  the  church  of  St.  Peter's, Weatmlnster, 
The  18th  of  the  kalends  of  January,  in  the  year  of  Christ 

MDOCLXXXIV. 

His  literary  friends  and  coropanioas. 

By  a  collection  of  money. 
Caused  this  monument  to  be  made. 

The  reader  will  not  of  course  attribute  to  the  original  all 
the  awkwanhiess  of  this  nearly  literal  version  t  but  he  will 
not  fail  to  observe  the  tedious  md  confused  mode  of  marking 
the  numerals,  the  unnecessary  repetition  of  them,  and  the 
Introduction  of  mma  and  ides,  all  of  which  are,  even  on  the 
principles  of  the  Lapidarian  scholars  themselves,  clumsy, 
and  on  the  principles  of  common  sense,  contemptible. 
Thirty-four  letters  and  numerals  (nearly  a  tenth  part  of  the 
whole  inscription)  are,  for  instance,  expended  in  letting 
posterity  know  that  Dr.  Johnson  was  bwted  in  about  a  week 
after  his  death. 

The  Greek  words,  so  pedantically  Jumbled  together  on  the 
scroll,  are  an  alteration  by  Dr.  Parr  of  the  concluding  line  of 
Dionvsius,  the  geographer,  with  which  Johnson  had  closed 
the  Rambler.  See  aiUi,  p.  71.  It  seems,  tliat  in  deference 
to  some  apprehensions  that  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of 
St.  Paul's  might  think  the  Airih  is  ututmfm  ktrAiiH  un 
itft^fiii  •^Jfvm  the  bUned  [goda\  tm^f  he  receive  his  meriwd 
reward  — tomeirhat  heathenish.  Dr.  Parr  was  persuaded 
to  convert  the  line  into  '£»  /MUMtfsr**  wwrm  ktriltt  un 
kfMM^^map  ke  receive  amomgti  tMe  bUsted  ike  merited  re- 
ward  qf  hit  taboun.  The  reader  who  is  curious  about  the 
pompous  inanities  of  literature  will  find  at  the  end  of  the 
fourth  volume  of  Dr.  Parr's  works,  ed.  1828.  a  long  corre- 
spondence between  Parr,  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds.  Malone,  and 
other  friends  of  Dr.  Johnson,  on  the  subject  of  this  epitaph. 
He  will  be  amused  at  the  burlesque  importance  which  Parr 
attaches  to  epitaph-writing,  the  tenadtv  with  which  he  en- 
deavoured to  describe  Dr.  Johnson,  with  reference  to  his 
poetical  character,  as  noria  probabib'i,  and  his  candid  avowal, 
that  in  the  composition  he  was  thinking  more  of  his  own 
character  than  I>t.  Johnson's.  — Caoxxa. 

*  As  I  do  not  see  anv  reason  to  give  a  different  character 
of  my  illustrious  friend  now  from  what  I  formerlv  gave,  the 
gresUest  part  of  the  sketch  of  him  in  my  *'  Journal  of  a  Tour 
to  the  Hebrides"  ia  here  adopted.  —  Boswxu. 
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imagined  the  rojal  touch  oould  cnre,  and  by  a 
slovenly  mode  of  dress.  He  had  the  use  only 
of  one  eye ;  yet  so  much  does  mind  goyem,  and 
even  supply  the  deficiency  of  organs,  that  his 
visual  perceptions,  as  far  as  they  extended, 
were  uncommonly  quick  and  accurate*  So 
morbid  was  his  tepiperament,  that  he  never 
knew  the  natural  joy  of  a  firee  and  vigorous 
use  of  his  limbs :  when  he  walked,  it  was  like 
the  strugeling  gait  of  one  in  fetters ;  when  he 
rode,  he  mid  no  command  or  direction  of  his 
horse,  but  was  carried  as  if  in  a  balloon.  That 
with  his  constitution  and  habits  of  life  he 
should  have  lived  seventy-five  years,  is  a  proof 
that  an  inherent  vimda  vtf  is  a  powerful  pre- 
servative of  the  human  frame. 

Man  is,  in  seneral,  made  up  of  contradictory 
qualities ;  and  these  will  ever  show  Uiemselves 
in  strange  succession,  where  a  consistency  in 
appearance  at  least,  if  not  reality,  has  not  been 
attained  by  long  habits  of  philosophical  dis- 
cipline. In  proportion  to  the  native  vigour  of 
the  mindf  the  contradictory  qualities  will  be 
the  more  prominent,  and  more  difficult  to  be 
adjusted ;  and,  therefore,  we  are  not  to  won- 
der that  Johnson  exhibited  an  eminent  exam- 
ple of  this  remark  which  I  have  made  upon 
human  nature.  At  different  times  he  seemed 
a  different  man  in  some  respects ;  not,  how- 
ever, in  any  great  or  essential  article,  upon 
which  he  had  full^  employed  his  mind,  and 
settled  certain  principles  of  duty,  but  only  in  his 
manners,  and  in  the  display  of  argument  and 
fancy  in  his  talk.  He  was  pnme  to  super- 
stition, but  not  to  credulity.  Though  his  una- 
gination  might  incline  hun  to  a  belief  of  the 
marvdlous  and  the  mysterious,  his  vigorous 
reason  examined  the  evidence  with  jealousy. 
He  was  a  sincere  and  zealous  Christian,  of  high 
Church  of  England  and  monarchical  principles, 
which  he  would  not  tamely  suffer  to  be  ques- 
tioned ;  and  had,  perhaps,  at  an  early  period, 
narrowed  his  mind  somewhat  too  much,  both 
as  to  religion  and  politics.  His  being  im- 
pressed with  the  dimger  of  extreme  latitude 
m  either,  though  he  was  of  a  very  independent 
roirit,  occasioned  his  appearing  somewhat  un- 
favourable to  the  prevalence  of  that  noUe 
freedom  of  sentiment  which  is  the  best  pos- 
session of  man.  Nor  can  it  be  denied  that  he 
had  many  prejudices ;   which,  however,  fre- 

Suently  suggested  many  of  his  pointed  sayings, 
lat  rather  show  a  playfulness  of  fancy  than 
any  settled  malignity.  He  was  steady  and 
inflexible  in  maintaining  the  obligations  of  re- 
ligion and  morality,  bou  from  a  regard  for  the 
onier  of  society  and  from  a  veneration  for  the 
Great  Source  of  all  order ;  correct,  nay  stem, 
in  his  taste;  hard  to  please,  and  easily  offended; 
impetuous  and  irritable  in  his  temper,  but  of 
a  most  humane  and  benevolent  heart ' ,  which 

t  In  the  *•  Olla  Podrida,**  a  oollecdon  of  «auj9  pnbliihed 
at  Oxford,  there  ii  an  admirable  paper  upon  the  character  of 
Johnion,  written  tv  the  Rcr.  Dr.  Home,  the  lata  excellent 
Bishop  of  Norwich.   The  following  panag*  it  eminenttjr 


showed  itself  not  only  in  a  most  libenl  cbntj, 
as  far  as  his  circumstances  would  aUov,  but  ia 
a  thousand  instances  of  active  benerole&ee. 
He  was  afflicted  with  a  bodily  disesse,  vhich 
made  him  often  restless  and  fretful,  and  vitli 
a  constitutional  melancholy,  the  douda  of  whid 
darkened  the  brightness  of  his  fancy,  sad  e^irc 
a  gloomy  cast  to  his  whole  course  of  Uusk^; 
we,  therefore,  ought  not  to  wonder  at  his  sallia 
of  impatience  and  passion  at  an^  time,  esp^ 
cially  when  provoked  by  obtrusive  ignonaoe 
or  presuming  petulance;  and  aUowance muA 
be  made  for  nis  uttering  hasty  and  satiriol 
sallies  even  against  his  oest  fnends.  And, 
surely,  when  it  is  considered,  that  '^amidst 
sickness  and  sorrow  "  he  exerted  his  £KuItia 
in  so  many  works  for  the  benefit  of  ouq- 
kind,  and  particularly  that  he  achieved  tb: 
great  and  admir^le  Dictionary  of  our  laagu^ 
we  must  be  astonished  at  his  resoludoo.  Tk 
solemn  text,  '*  Of  him  to  whom  much  is  girai 
much  will  be  required,"  seems  to  hsTc  been 
ever  present  to  his  mind,  in  a  rurorous  sense, 
and  to  have  made  him  dissatisfied  with  hi 
labours  and  acts  of  goodness,  however  oaapin- 
tively  great ;  so  that  the  unavoidable  o(riscigo$* 
nees  of  his  superiority  was,  in  that  respect,  i 
cause  of  disquiet.  He  suffered  so  much  from  tliis, 
and  from  the  gloom  whi<^  perpetuaUv  hsanteil 
him,  and  made  solitude  mghtful,  tost  it  mir 
be  said  of  him,  ^^  If  in  this  life  onlyhehsd  hofK, 
he  was  of  all  men  most  miserable.**  He  lored 
pnuse  when  it  was  brought  to  him;  U\ 
was  too  proud  to  seek  for  it  He  wis  some- 
what  susceptible  of  flattery.  As  he  was  geoenl 
and  uncoimned  in  his  studies,  he  cannot  he 
considered  as  master  of  any  one  particob: 
science ;  but  he  had  accumulated  a  vast  ia<l 
various  collection  of  learning  and  knowled^t', 
which  was  so  arranged  in  his  mind  as  to  ^« 
ever  in  readiness  to  be  broudit  forth.  Bq*. 
his  superiority  over  other  leam«3  men  eoosbtea 
diiefly  in  whiat  may  be  called  tiie  art  of  thiak- 
ing,  the  art  of  using  his  mind ;  a  certain  eoo- 
tinual  power  of  seudnff  the  useful  sutvtaan 
of  an  that  he  knew,  andexhibtting  it  in  a  cletr 
and  forcible  manner ;  so  that  knowledge,  vbieii 
we  often  see  to  be  no  better  than  lumber  m 
men  of  dull  understanding,  was  in  him  trot, 
evident,  and  actual  wisdom.  His  moral  pre- 
cepts are  practical,  for  they  are  drawn  from  as 
intimate  acquaintance  with  human  nature^ 
His  maxims  carry  conviction;  for  therve 
founded  on  the  basis  of  common  senses  aod^ 
very  attentive  and  minute  survey  of  real  He. 
His  mind  was  so  full  of  imagery  taat  he  w^^i 
have  been  perpetually  a  poet;  yet  it  is  remari- 
able,  that  however  rich  his  prose  is  in  thu 
respect,  his  poetical  pieces  in  general  hare  oc4 
much  of  that  splendour,  but  are  rather  distin- 
guished by  strong  sentiment  and  acute  obsff- 


hcppj :  — "  To  fcifact  witdom,  bc«aiiM  tta 
who  oommtmkitfM  It  It  uaoouth,  and  bla  i 
ehmnt ;  what  ia  U.  tmt  to  throw  away  a 
atiljpi  for  a  raaaoD  tho  roagtaOMt  of  ICB  coat  ? 


vation,  conveyed  in  harmonioiu  and  energetic 
terse,  particmftrly  in  heroic  couplets.  Though 
usually  grate,  and  even  awful  in  his  deport- 
ment, he  possessed  uncommon  and  peculiar 
powers  of  wit  and  humour ;  he  frequently 
indulged  himself  in  colloquial  pleasantry ;  and 
the  heartiest  merriment  was  often  enjoyed  in 
his  company ;  with  this  great  advantage,  that, 
j  as  it  was  entirely  free  from  any  poisonous 
tincture  of  vice  or  impiety,  it  was  salutary  to 
those  who  shared  in  it.  He  had  accustomed 
himself  to  such  accuracy  in  his  common  con- 
versation *,  that  he  at  ul  times  expressed  his 
thoughts  with  mat  force,  and  an  d^ant  choice 
of  language,  uie  effect  of  which  was  uded  by 
his  having  a  loud  voice,  and  a  slow  deliberate 
utterance.  In  him  were  united  a  most  logical 
head  with  a  most  fertile  imagination,  wnich 
gave  him  an  extraordinary  advantage  in  argu- 
ing :  for  he  could  reason  close  or  wide,  as  he 
saw  best  for  the  moment.  Exulting  in  his 
intellectual  strength  and  dexterity,  he  could. 


>  Thoofh  a  pcrfipct  rtmmblaaee  of  Johnioo  to  not  to  bo 
found  In  anj  tfo,  parts  of  hit  character  art  admirably  ex- 
prpM«d  bf  CUreodoD,  Id  drawing  that  of  Lord  Falluand, 
whom  the  tuoMe  and  maatorly  hUtorlan  dncribei  at  bto  Mat 
n^ar  Oxford :  **  Such  an  ImmcnaenMi  of  wit,  such  a  lolidttT 
of  Jodcmrat,  10  Inflntto  a  fhncjr.  bound  in  by  a  most  logical 
ractocination.  flls  acqoaiotaact  was  eultlTatad  by  the  most 
polite  and  accurate  roeo  i  so  that  bto  house  was  an  university 
In  \eu  folome,  whither  they  came,  not  so  much  for  repose  as 
study,  and  to  examine  and  reflne  those  grosser  propositions 
which  laslness  and  consent  made  current  In  conrersatlon.'* 
Itayle*!  account  of  Menage  may  also  be  quoted  u  exceedingly 
•ppiioable  to  the  great  subject  of  tUs  work :  — 

'*  His  lUnstrlous  Mends  erected  a  very  glorious  nionn- 

m«mt  to  him  In  the  collection  entitled '  Menagiaaa.*    Tboso 

who  Judge  of  things  right  will  coofess  that  this  eoUeetlon  U 

rrrj  proper  to  show  the  extent  of  genius  and  learning  whidi 

vM  the  character  of  Menage.    And  I  may  be  bold  to  say, 

that  tMe  eMceUaU  work$  kt  yubUskei  will  isef  Hftimguitk  Mtm 

from  oiktr  kame4  mem  to  mJMmlagnmtlp  m»  iki$.    To  pub- 

lub  books  of  great  learning,  to  make  Greek  and  Latin  Torses 

exceedloglv  well  turned,  is  not  a  connon  talent,  lowni 

of^ther  la  it  extremely  rare.    It  is  incomparably  more  difll- 

cult  to  find  men  who  can  fUmlsh  discourse  about  an  Inflnlla 

number  of  things,  and  who  can  dlvonrify  them  a  hundred 

ways.    How  ouoy  authors  are  there  who  are  admired  kit 

thrir  works,  on  account  of  the  vast  learning  that  to  dtoplayed 

la  them,  who  are  not  able  to  sustain  a  conversation.    Thoeo 

who  know  Menage  only  by  hU  books  might  think  he  ro> 

•i>nibled  those  learned  men ;  but  If  you  show  the  *  Menagiaoa,' 

you  dlstingulih  him  fh>m  tnem.and  make  him  known  by  a 

calent  which  to  given  to  very  few  learned  men.    There  It 

Appears  that  he  was  a  man  who  spoke  off-hand  a  thousand 

^>od  things.    His  memory  extended  to  what  was  aadent 

and  modem ;  to  the  court  and  to  the  city ;  to  the  dead  aud  to 

Ch4»  tlvlttg  languages ;  to  things  serious  and  things  Jocose ;  la 

A  word,  to  a  thousand  sorts  of  subjects.    That  which  ap. 

p*«r«d  a  frlOe  to  some  readers  of  the  '  Menaglana,*  who  did 

noc    consider  drenmstanoes,    caused  admiration  in  other 

readers,  who  minded  the  dlflltrence  between  what  a  man 

%pfk»  wilboot  preparation  and  that  which  he  prepares  for 

%hf  presa.    And.  therefore,  we  canoot  sufllcienUy  commend 

th«*  rare  which  nU  illuttrious  friends  took  to  erect  a  monu- 

vnmt  so  capable  of  giving  him  Immortal  glory.    They  were 

not  obliged  to  reetl»  wh^  thcj  had  heard  nim  say 

thev  had  not  been  faithful  hUtorians  of  hu  eooversa* 


so  capable  or  gl^     .  ^     . 

obliged  to  rectify  what  they  had  heard  nlm  say  \  for,  In  so 
doing, 
tson.  *  —  BoewBLL. 

*  Aa  no  Inconsiderable  clreomstanea  of  his 
r<vkcm  the  extraordinary  seal  trf  the  artUU  to  extend  and 

C-rp«^aate  his  image,  f  can  enumerate  a  bust  by  Mr.  Nol- 
k«aa,  and  the  many  casu  which  were  made  Aoro  It ;  (p.  MS. 
n.  S.).  aaveral  pictures  by  Sir  Joshua  Keyno)d^  from  one  of 
m  hich,  in  the  potiesaion  of  the  Duke  of  DorveC,  Mr.  Humphrey 
evecutod  a  beaotlhil  miniature  in  enamel  i  one  bv  Mr^  Prances 
lUynolda,  Sir  Joahoa's  slater  i  ana  by  Mr.  ZoAaM  i  and  one 


when  he  pleased,  be  the  greatest  sophist  that 
ever  contended  in  the  list  of  declamation ;  and, 
from  a  spirit  of  contradiction,  and  a  delight  in 
showing  his  powers,  he  would  oflen  maintain 
the  wrong  siae  with  equal  warmth  and  inge- 
nuity ;  so  that,  when  there  was  an  audience, 
his  real  opinions  could  seldom  be  gathered 
from  his  talk ;  though  when  he  was  in  company 
with  a  single  friend,  ne  would  discuss  a  subject 
with  genuine  fairness ;  but  he  was  too  con- 
scientious to  make  error  permanent  and  per- 
nicious, by  deliberately  writing  it ;  and,  in  all 
his  numerous  works,  he  earnestly  inculcated 
what  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  truth;  his 
piety  being  constant,  and  the  ruling  principle 
of  flul  his  conduct. 

Such  was  Samubl  Johnsoii*;  a  man  whose 
talents,  acquirements,  and  virtues,  were  so  ex- 
traordinary, that  the  more  his  character  is 
considered,  the  more  he  will  be  regarded  b^ 
the  present  age,  and  by  posterity,  with  admi- 
ration and  reverence. 


by  Mr.  Opie ;  and  the  foUowlag  eograviags  of  hto  portrait : 
—I.  By  Cooke,  fk-om  Sir  Joshua,  for  the  proprietors*  edition 
of  his  folio  Dictionary.  —  9.  One  IVom  ditto,  by  ditto,  for 
their  quarto  edition.  —  S.  One  from  Opie,  by  Heath,  for 
Harrison*!  edition  of  his  Dictionary.— 4.  One  ttwn  Kol- 
lekens*  bust  of  him,  by  Bartoloiil,  for  Fleldlni*!  quarto  edU 
tioo  of  hto  DIctlotMrr.  —  ft.  One  small,  from  Sir  Joshua,  by 
Trotter,  for  hto  "  Beauties.**  _  6.  One  smalt,  from  Sfr 
Joshua,  by  Trotter,  for  his  **  Uves  of  the  Poeto.**— 7.  One 
small  from  Sir  Joshua,  bvHall,  for  "The  Rambler.**  ~S. 
One  small  from  an  ortglnal  drawing.  In  the  poese«slon  of  Mr. 
John  Sfanco,  etched  by  Trotter,  for  another  edition  of  his 
**  Lives  of  the  PoeU.'^— 9.  One  small,  ao  pelnter's  name, 
etched  by  Taylor,  fbr  hto  **  JohnsoaJana.**~ia  One  folio, 
whole  length,  with  hto  oak  atick,  as  described  fa  Boiweirs 
**Tbnr,'*  drawn  and  etched  by  Trotter.— 11.  One  large 
Meaaotfato,  from  Sir  Joshua,  by  Doughty.  —  la,  One  large 
Roman  bead,  ftam  8lr  Joshua,  hr  Marehl.  ^  la  Oneoetavo, 
boldlag  a  book  to  hto  ere,  (hnn  Wr  Joshua,  by  Hall,  for  his 
works.  — 14.  One  small,  from  a  drawing  IVom  the  Ufo,  and 
engraved  Inr  Trotter,  for  his  life  published  by  Kearstay.  — 
16.  One  larga,  from  Opie,  by  Mr.  Townley  (brother  of  Mr. 
Townley  of  the  Coounoot),  an  Ingenious  afttot.  who  resided 
some  time  al  Berlin,  and  has  the  honour  of  belag  engraver 
to  Hto  M^eaty  the  King  of  Prussia.  This  to  one  of  the  Snest 
aMiBOtintos  that  ever  was  executed  i  and  what  renders  It  of 
extraordinary  value,  the  plate  was  deatroyed  after  foar  or 
Ave  imprassiooa  only  were  taken  off.  Oim  of  them  to  In  the 
posaeeslon  of  BIr  William  Soott.  Mr.  Townl&f  has  lately  been 
prevailed  with  to  execute  and  publlab  another  of  the  same,  that 
It  amy  be  more  generally  drcuUted  amongst  the  admirers  of 
Dr.  Johnson.  ~ia  One  large,  fttim  Sir  Joshua's  fltst  picture 
of  him,  by  Heath,  for  thto  work.  In  quarto. — 17.  One  octavo, 
by  Baker,  for  the  ocuvo  edition..-  IB.  And  one  for  **  Lav»> 
ter*s  Bsaaya  on  Physiognomy,**  In  which  Johnson's  eounta. 
nance  is  aaalysed  upon  the  pnnclples  of  that  Ihnciftil  writer. 
'There  are  also  several  seato  with  his  head  cot  on  them,  par- 
ticularly a  very  Sue  one  by  that  eminent  artist,  Rdward 
Burch.  Esq.,  R.A.,  In  the  possession  of  tho  younger  Dr» 
Charles  Burney.  ' 

Iiet  me  add.  as  a  proof  of  the  popularity  of  hto  character, 
that  there  are  copper  pieces  struck  at  Birmingham,  with 
his  head  impressed  on  them,  which  pass  current  as  half 


pence 
Bofwi 


there,  and  la  the  aelghboorlng  parto  of  the  couatiy.  -. 

XLL. 


I  had  In  my  flrst  edltSoo,  with  the  asstotaace  of  Mr. 
John  Murray,  enlarged  Mr.  Boewell*s  catalogue  of  plcturea 
and  engravlogs.  but  the  latter  have  beooaae  too  many  for 
enumeration.  I  am,  therefore,  obliged  to  afelde  by  Mr. 
Boewell's  list,  which  uwnpilaae  the  best  aad  most  remark- 
able :  adding  only,  that  Dr.  Harwood  allowed  mt  to  engrave 
for  my  flrst  edition  a  miniature  (painter  unknown),  which 
had  bokmged  to  Mrs.  Johnson,  and  was  ao  doubt  vary  Ilka 
whaa  ha  was  about  30.  —  Caoaxa,  1S47. 
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No.  L 
AN  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  EARLY  LIFE  OF  DR.  JOHNSON, 

WBITTEVr  BT  HDCSELF. 


[See  p.  4.] 


From  a  IltUa  Tolams  publbhed  In  1806,  and  now  becone 
scarce,  entitled  **  An  Account  of  the  Life  of  Dr.  Samuel 
JoliDAon,  from  hU  Birth  to  his  Eleventh  Year,  written  by 
himself:  to  which  are  added,  Oriainal  Letters  to  Dr.  John- 
son, by  Miss  Hill  Boothby:  from  tne  MSS.  preserred  by  the 
Doctor,  and  now  in  possession  of  Richard  Wright,  Surgeon, 
of  Lichfield.*'— "  Thia  volume  (says  this  gentleman)  tttu 
among  that  mtua  qf  ptn»tr$  which  were  ordered  to  be  com' 
miUed  to  the  flame*  a  Jew  daift  before  Dr.  Joknson'i  deaths 
thirty-two  page*  qf  wh^  were  torn  omt  bg  him$e(f,  and  de- 
stroked.  Franci*  Barber ,  hu  blaeh  $ervant^  unwiUmg  thai  oU 
the  MSS.  qf  his  itluUrioua  masUr  should  be  utterly  tost,  pre' 
served  these  reUcs  from  thefiames.  Byfurduue  they  came 
into  the  possession  tjf  the  Editor."-^  It  seems  strange  that 
Mr.  BoswelU  who  seems  to  have  had  access  to  all  Barber's 
informatioo,  should  not  bare  hoard  of  this.— Cbokbji. 

ANNALS. 

I.  1709-10. 

Sett.  7.*  1709,  I  was  bom  at  Llch6eld.  My  mother  had 
a  Tory  diflcolt  and  dangerous  labour,  and  was  assisted  by 
George  Hector,  a  man-midwife  of  great  reputation.*  I  was 
born  almost  dead  ',  and  could  not  cry  for  some  time.  When 
he  had  me  in  his  arms,  he  said,  "  Here  is  a  brave  bor.** 

In  a  few  weeks  an  inflammation  was  discovered  on  my 
buttock,  which  was  at  first,  I  think,  taken  for  a  bum  ;  but 
soon  appeared  to  be  a  natural  disorder.  It  swelled,  broke, 
and  healed. 

My  father  being  that  year  sberliT  of  Lichfield,  and  to  ride 
the  circuit  of  the  county  *  next  day,  which  was  a  ceremony 
thenperformed  with  great  pomp ;  he  was  asked  by  my  mother, 
"Whom  he  would  invite  to  the  Riding 'i"*  and  answered, 
"  Ail  the  town  now.*'  He  feasted  the  citiaens  with  uncom- 
mon  magnificence,  and  was  the  last  but  one  that  malntsined 
the  splendour  of  the  Riding. 

I  was,  by  my  ftther's  persuasion,  put  to  one  Marclew,  com- 
monly called  "BelUson'.'*  the  servant,  or  wife  of  a  servant  of 
mv  father,  to  be  nursed  in  George  Lane,  where  I  used  to 
call  when  I  was  a  bigger  boy,  and  eat  fruit  in  the  garden, 
which  was  full  of  trees.  Here  it  was  discovered  that  my 
eyes  were  bad ;  and  an  issue  was  cut  in  my  leit  arm  *,  of 
which  1  took  no  great  notice,  as  I  think  my  mother  has  told 
me,  having  my  Utue  hand  in  a  custard. 

It  is  observable,  that,  having  been  told  of  this  operation.  I 
always  imagined  that  I  remembered  it,  but  I  laid  the  scene 
in  the  wrong  house.  Such  oonlbsions  of  memory  1  suspect 
to  b«  common. 

My  mother  visited  me  every  day,  and  used  to  go  difltereot 
wars,  that  her  assiduity  might  not  expose  her  to  ridicule  ; 
and  often  left  her  fan  or  glove  behina  her.  that  she  might 
have  a  pretence  to  come  back  unexpected ;  but  she  never 
discovered  any  token  of  neglect.  Dr.  Swinfen  told  me,  that 
the  scrofulous  sores  which  afllicted  me  proceeded  from  the 
bad  humours  of  the  nurse,  whose  son  nad  the  same  dis- 
temper, and  was  likewiso  short-sighted,  but  both  In  a  less 
degree.  My  mother  thought  my  diseases  derived  from  her 
family.  7 

In  ten  weeks  I  was  taken  home,  a  poor,  diseased  inbnt. 
almost  blind. 

I  remember  my  aunt  Nath.  Ford  told  me,  when  I  was 
about . . .  years  old,  that  she  would  not  have  picked  such  a 
poor  creature  up  in  the  street. 

In  1767,  when  I  was  at  Lichfield,  I  went  to  look  for  my 


>  18.  of  the  present  style.  —  Orig. 

*  Father,  no  doubt,  of  Johnson  s  (Hend  of  the  same  name. 
—  CaoKBrn. 

*  To  have  been  bora  almost  dead  has  been  related  of  many 
eminent  men ;  amongst  others  of  Addison,  Lord  Lyttdton, 
and  Voltaire.  —  Caoaaa. 

*  Of  the  city Caoxia. 

*  The  name  of  Marklew,  alias  Belllson,  is  yet  common  In 
Lichfield,  and  Is  usually  so  distinguished.  —  R.  Wbight. 

*  How  long  this  luue  was  continued  I  do  not  remember. 
I  believe  it  was  suflbred  to  dry  when  I  was  about  six  years 
old. —Orfg.  ' 


knew  say  dM 


nurse's  house ;  and.  Inquiring  somewhat  ohscnrely.vastiM 
*'  this  is  the  bouse  in  whkh  you  were  aened.**  1  $sm  ey 
nurse's  son,  to  whose  milk  I  succeeded,  revlmg  a  lai|e  BMe, 
which  my  nurse  bad  bought,  as  I  waa  then  told,  bobc  Umi 
before  her  death. 

Dr.  Swinfen  used  to  sav,  that  he  never 
reared  with  so  much  dificolty. 

IL  1710-11. 

In  the  second  year  I  knew  not  what  happeocd  to  ne.  t 
believe  it  was  then  that  my  mother  carried  ne  to  Tryud  \ 
to  consult  Dr.  Atwood,  an  oculist  of  Wurceater.  My  Citbe 
and  Mrs.  Harriots,  I  think,  never  had  much  UadMMfar 
each  other.  She  was  my  mother's  reletkm ;  and  be  had  use 
so  high  to  whom  he  could  send  any  of  bis  family.  He  a* 
her  seldom  himself,  and  willingly  disgusted  her,  by  wodisf 
his  horses  fhim  home  on  Sunday;  which  shccoosidaed,  aad 
with  reason,  as  a  breach  of  duty.  My  father  had  nocb  naitr, 
which  his  adversity  hindered  from  being  ftilly  exerted.  I 
remember,  that,  mentioning  her  legacy  m  the  htiaiilityof 
distress,  he  called  her  our  good  Cosum  Hmrriou.  Hy  miim 
had  no  value  for  his  relations ;  thoae  indeed  wboaa  we  \aem 
of  were  much  lower  than  hers.  This  contempt  bcfaa.  I 
know  not  on  which  side,  very  early ;  but  as  my  tStfber  %u 
little  at  home,  it  had  not  much  eflleci. 

My  father  and  mother  had  not  much  happinen  fhrn  uA 
other.  They  seldom  conversed ;  fbrmyftthercooldnatbev 
to  talkH>f  his  aflkirs ;  and  my  mother,  bong  uoicqnsinifd  *itk 

books,  cared  not  to  talk  of  any  thing  elae.  Badmymathe 
been  more  literate,  they  had  been  better  compeBloQi.  She 
might  have  sometimes  introduced  her  onwekme  tapk  wiik 
more  success.  If  she  could  have  divenified  her  ooavcnitMB. 
Of  business  she  had  no  distinct  couceptioo ;  and  thcrcfav 
h«T  discourse  was  compos«^  only  of  cotnpUint,  fiosr.  sad  «^ 
'  picion .  Neither  of  them  ever  tried  to  csuculate  the  praiu  d 
trade,  or  the  expenses  of  lirlng.  My  mother  ri^r''"***  tka 
we  were  poor,  because  we  lost  bv  some  of  oar  trafas;  tt 
the  trath  was,  that  my  father,  having  in  the  early  part  ti  ki 
life  contracted  debts,  never  bad  trade  ■oflcient  to  enabi*  k« 
to  pay  them,  and  maintain  his  finally ;  he  got  socaetbiDC.  bat 
not  enough. 

It  was  not  till  about  17611.  that  I  thought  to  calculate  thi 
returns  of  my  father's  trade,  and  by  that  esthnats  his  pw- 
baUe  profiu.    This,  I  believe,  my  perenu  never  dUL 

III.  1711-19. 

This  year,  In  Lent— 19.  I  was  taken  to  London  t»  bi 
touched  tor  the  evil  by  Queen  Anne.  My  motbcr  v  it 
Nicholson's,  the  famous  bookseller,  tn  Littla  Britaia.*  i 
always  retained  scmie  memofy  of  this  joomcr.  thoufb  I «« 
then  but  thirty  months  old.  I  remembered  a  ftttledaik  nta 
behind  the  kitchen,  where  the  jack-weight  isll  threegbsbsb 
In  the  floor,  into  which  I  onoe  slipped  ny  leg*'* 

1  remember  a  boy  crying  at  the  palace  when  I  unk  (e  bi 
touched.  Being  asked,  "  on  which  side  of  the  shep  wit  ibe 
counter?"  I  answered.  **on  the  left  from  the  eotrsaec* 
many  years  after,  and  spoke,  not  by  guess,  bet  by  neBcT- 
We  went  in  the  stage-coach,  and  returned  in  the  vacf<*>« 
mv  mother  said,  because  my  cough  was  violont.  Tfeb^ 
of  savinff  a  few  shillings  was  no  slight  methrci  few  ibr.  s<t 
having  been  accustomed  to  money,  was  afraid  of  neb  o* 

Eenses  as  now  seem  very  small.    ShesewedtwoguiBeB»a 
er  petticoat,  lest  she  should  be  robbed. 


7  Atdi^  p.  4.  n.  1.  His  mother  and  Dr.  Swinfim  werr  fas6 
perhaps  wrong  in  their  eoQ}ecture  as  to  the  oriflD  of  ibc 
disease ;  he  more  probably  inherited  it  from  Us  fiKber.  wiA 
the  morbid  faflancAoiy  which  is  so  mmmonly  aa 
on  scrofUous  habits. — CaoKsa. 

"  Near  Wolverhampton R.  Waicvr. 

•  My  mother,  then  with  child,  coocceled  he 
that  she  might  not  be  hindered  fham  the  Jooroey.  ->  Orig. 

>•  I  seem  to  remember,  that  1  playwd  with  a  stna(  md  • 
bell,  which  my  cousin  Isaac  Johnson  gave  ase  t  aad  tbsc  tbac 
was  a  cat  with  a  white  collar,  and  a  dog  called  Cbeps.  thtf 
leaped  over  a  stldt:  but  I  Imow  not  whether  I  resmssbertbs 
thing,  or  the  talk  of  it Orqr* 
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We  vera  troobtoMmM  Co  tb«  pastaogirf ;  bat  to  raflfar 
•uch  iDcoDTenlenect  in  the  itafe-ooech  waa  camnoo  in  thete 
days  CO  pcrwat  In  anuch  higher  raok.'  She  booght  me  a 
■mall  illver  cap  and  ipoon,  aoarfced  SAM.  I.,  lest,  Ir  thejr  had 
been  maited  8. 1.,  which  was  her  name,  they  sboald,  upoa 
her  death,  have  been  taken  from  me.  She  bought  me  a 
•peekled  linen  frock,  which  I  knew  aftervarda  by  the  name 
of  my  London  frock.  The  cup  waa  one  of  the  laat  pieces  of 
plate  which  dear  Tettv  *  lold  in  our  distreta.  I  have  now 
the  spoon.  She  bought  at  the  same  time  two  teanipoona* 
aud  tUl  my  manhood  ahe  had  no  mora. 

My  fitther  considered  tea  as  very  expenshre,  and  discooraged 
my  mother  from  keeping  company  with  the  neighbours,  and 
from  paying  visits  or  rerarlng  them.  She  lived  to  say,  many 
years  after,  that  if  the  time  were  to  pasa  again,  she  would 
not  comply  with  such  unsocial  ii^unctioos.' 

I  suppose  that  in  this  ynr  I  was  first  inrormed  of  a  fritura 
state:  1  remember,  that  being  in  lied  with  my  mother  one 
morning,  I  was  told  by  her  or  the  two  places  to  which  the 
Inhabitanta  of  this  world  were  received  after  death :  one  a 
line  place  filled  with  happiness,  called  Heaven :  the  other,  a 
tad  place,  called  Hell.  That  this  account  mucn  alfected  my 
Iroaaination,  I  do  not  remember.  When  I  waa  risen,  my 
mother  bade  me  repeat  what  she  had  told  me  to  Thomas 
Jackson.  When  I  told  this  afterwards  to  my  mother,  she 
seemed  to  wonder  that  she  should  begin  such  talk  so  late  as 
that  the  first  time  coald  be  remembered. 


ipL\ 
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.examination.    We  alwsys  considered  It  as  a  day  of 


;  for  we  made  no  preparation,  and  Indeed  were  asked 
comraoalr  such  qaestlons  as  we  had  been  asked  often  before, 
and  coula  regularly  answer.  But  I  believe  It  was  of  use  at 
first. 

On  Thursday  night  a  small  portion  of  £sop  was  learned  by 
heart,  and  on  Friday  mornina  the  lessons  In  JEsop  were  re- 
peated ;  I  believe,  not  tliose  in  Hrtvlcus.  On  Friday  after- 
noon we  learned  Qtug  Grtimt ;  I  suppose  that  other  boys 
might  say  their  repetition,  bat  of  this  I  have  now  no  distinct 
remembrance.  To  learn  Qsur  Oemu  was  to  me  always 
pleasing ;  and  Jt  m  PratemU  was,  I  know  not  why,  always 
discustmg. 

when  we  learned  oar  Accidence  we  had  no  parts,  but,  I 
think,  two  lessons.  The  boys  that  came  to  school  untaught 
read  the  Aocldence  twice  tnrough  before  they  learned  it  by 
heart. 

When  we  learned  Propria  qtue  MarAut^  our  parts  were  in 
the  Accidence ;  when  we  learned  Am  As  FrmtenU,  our  parts 
were  in  the  Accidence  and  Propria  quof  Maribut ;  when  we 
learned  SyiKa«A,in  the  former  three.  Prooria  qum  Maribtu 
I  could  repeat  without  any  eflbrt  of  reooUection.  1  used  to 
repeat  it  to  my  mother  and  Tom  Johnson :  and  remember, 
that  I  once  went  as  fkr  as  the  middle  or  the  paragraph, 
**  Mascula  dlcuniur  monosyllaba,"  In  a  dream. 

On  Saturday,  as  on  Thursday,  we  were  examined.  We 
were  sometimes,  on  one  of  those  days,  asked  our  Catechism  \ 
bat  with  no  regularity  or  constancy. 

The  progress  of  examination  was  this.  When  we  learned 
Propria  gum  Mori&ut,  we  were  examined  in  the  Accidence ; 
particularly  we  formed  Verbs,  that  is,  went  through  the  same 
person  In  ul  the  Moods  and  Toises.  This  was  very  difficult 
to  me ;  and  I  waa  once  very  anxious  about  the  next  day. 
when  this  exercise  was  to  be  performed,  in  which  I  had  failed 
till  I  was  discouraged.  My  mother  encouraaed  me,  and  I 
proceeded  better,  when  I  told  her  of  my  good  escape,  **  We 
often,"  said  she.  dear  mother  I  **come  off  best,  when  we  are 
most  afraid."  She  told  me.  that,  once  when  she  asked  me 
about  forming  verbs,  I  said,  **  I  did  not  form  them  In  an  ugly 
shape."  **  You  oould  not,"  said  she,  *'  speak  ptoin ;  and  I 
was  proud  that  I  had  a  boy  who  was  Ibrming  veins."  These 
little  memorials  soothe  mv  mind.  Of  the  paru  of  Cor- 
derlus  or  £sop.  which  we  learned  to  repeat,  I  have  not  the 
least  recollection,  except  of  a  passage  In  one  of  the  Morals, 
where  it  is  said  of  some  man,  that,  when  he  hated  another, 
he  made  him  rich;  thla  I  repeated  emphatically  In  my 
mother's  bearing,  who  could  never  conceive  that  riches  could 
bring  any  evil.    She  remarked  it,  as  I  eipeeted. 

I  bad  the  cariosity,  two  or  three  years  ago,  to  look  over 
Garretsoo's  Exercises,  Willymot's  Faitlcles,  and  Walker's 
Exercises ;  and  found  very  few  sentences  that  I  should  have 


>  I  waa  sick :  one  woman  fondled  me,  the  other  was  dis- 
gusted—  Orig* 

*  His  wife,  whom  he  called  by  this  flunUIar  contraction  of 
Elisatieth .  —  CaoKxa. 

>  When  Dr.  Johnson,  at  an  advanced  age,  (for  the  AeeomU 
must  have  been  written  subsequent  to  1768)  recorded  all  tliese 
minute  circumstances,  he  contemplated,  we  are  told,  writing 
the  history  of  his  own  life,  and  probably  intended  to  develope, 
from  his  own  infant  recollections,  the  growth  and  powers  of 
the  lacuky  of  memory,  which  he  poasened  in  so  remarkable 
a  degree.  From  the  little  detaila  of  his  domestic  history  he 
perhaps  meant  also  to  trace  the  progressive  change  la  the 
habits  of  the  middle  dasaes  of  society. —CaoKU. 


recollected  If  I  had  ftNmd  them  in  any  other  books.  That 
which  is  read  without  pleasure  is  not  often  recollected  nor 
Infixed  by  conversation,  and  therefore  In  a  great  measure 
drops  from  the  memorv.  Thus  It  happens  that  those  who 
are  taken  early  from  sdiool,  commonly  lose  all  that  they  had 
learned. 

When  we  learned  As  As  PrmaemU^  we  parsed  Propria  amm 
Maribm  by  Hoole's  Terminations ;  and  when  we  learned 
Sifntaxii,  we  parsed  Am  As  Praaentii  and  afterwards  Qua 
Genu*  br  the  same  book  ;  sometimes,  as  I  remember,  pro- 
ceeding m  order  of  the  rules,  and  sometimes,  particularly  in 
if  J  ns  Pntiemti,  taking  words  as  they  occurred  in  the  Index. 

The  whole  week  before  we  broke  up,  and  the  part  of  the 
week  In  which  we  broke  up,  were  spent  wholly,  I  know  not 
why,  in  examination ;  and  were  therefore  easy  to  both  us  and 
the  master.  The  two  nighta  before  the  vacation  were  free 
from  exercise. 

This  waa  the  course  of  the  school,  which  I  remember  with 
pleasure ;  for  1  was  indulged  and  caressed  by  my  master.and, 
I  think,  really  excelled  the  rest. 

I  was  with  Hawkins  but  two  years,  and  perhaps  four 
months.  The  tnne,  till  I  had  computed  it,  appeared  much 
kmaer  by  the  multitude  of  novelties  which  it  supplied,  and  of 
incidents,  then  in  mv  thoughts  important.  It  produced. 
Perhras  it  is  not  possible  that  any  other  period  can  make  the 
same  unpression  on  the  memory. 

X.  1719 

In  the  Sprina  of  1719,  oar  dau,  consisting  of  eleven,  the 
number  was  always  fixed  In  my  memory,  but  one  of  the 
names  I  have  forgotten,  was  removed  to  the  upper  school, 
and  put  under  Holbrook*,  a  peevish  and  ill-tempered  man. 
We  were  removed  sooner  than  had  been  the  custom ;  for  the 
head-master.  Intent  upon  his  boarders,  left  the  town-boys 
long  In  the  lower  school.    Our  removal  waa  eauaed  by  a  re- 

Eroof  from  the  Town-clerk* ;  and  Hawkins  complained  that 
e  had  lost  half  his  proflt.  At  this  removal  I  cried.  The 
rest  were  Indiflferent.  My  exetdse  la  Oarretson  was  some- 
where about  the  Gerunds.  Our  places  in  JEsop  and  Helvicus 
I  have  totally  forgotten. 

At  Whitsuntide  Mrs.  Longworth  brought  me  a  "Hermes 
Garretsonir"  of  which  I  do  not  remember  that  I  ever  could 
make  much  use.  It  was  afterwards  lost,  or  stolen  at  school. 
My  exerdse  was  then  In  the  end  of  the  Syntax.  Hermes 
furnished  me  with  the  word  imUeitmtu,  which  I  did  not 
under  stand,  but  used  it.  This  task  was  very  troublesome  to 
me ;  I  made  all  the  twenty-five  exerdses.  others  made  bat 
sixteen.  1  never  showed  all  mine ;  fire  lay  long  after  in  a 
drawer  In  the  shop.  I  made  an  exercise  in  a  littte  time,  and 
showed  It  my  mother ;  but  the  task  being  long  upon  me,  she 
said,  **  Though  you  could  make  an  exerdse  in  so  sholt  a 
time,  1  thoogfat  you  would  find  it  dUBcult  to  make  them  all 
as  soon  mtou  should." 

This  Whitsuntide,  I  and  my  brother  were  sent  to  pass  some 
thae  at  Birmingham ;  I  believe,  a  fortnight.  Why  such  boys 
were  sent  to  trouble  other  houses.  1  cannot  tell.  My  mother 
had  some  opinion  that  much  Improvement  was  to  be  bad 
by  changing  the  mode  of  life.  My  uncle  Harriaoo  was  a 
widower ;  and  his  house  was  kept  by  Sally  Ford,  a  young 
woman  of  such  sweetness  of  temper,  that  I  used  to  say  she 
had  no  fhult.  We  lived  most  at  undo  Ford's,  bdng  mueh 
caressed  by  my  aunt,  a  good-natured,  coarse  woman,  easy  of 
converse,  but  willing  to  find  something  to  censure  in  the 
absent.  Iffy  undo  Harrison  did  not  much  like  us.  nor  did  we 
like  him.  He  was  a  verv  mean  and  vulgar  man,  drunk  every 
night,  bat  drunk  with  little  drink,  very  peevish,  very  proud, 
very  ostentatious,  but,  luckily,  not  rich.  At  my  aunt  Ford's 
I  ate  so  much  of  a  boiled  Iw  of  mutton  7,  that  she  used  to 
talk  of  it.  My  mother,  who  had  lived  in  a  narrow  sphere, 
and  was  then  aflbcted  by  little  things,  told  me  seriously  that 
it  wmdd  hardly  ever  be  forgotten.  Her  mind,  1  think,  was 
afterwards  much  enlarged,  or  greater  evtla  wore  out  the  care 
of  less. 

1  stayed  after  the  vaeatioo  was  over  some  days ;  and  re- 
member, when  I  wrote  home,  that  I  desired  the  horses  to 
come  on  Thursday  of  the  first  school  week ;  and  then,  and 
not  till  then,  they  should  be  welcome  to  go.  I  was  much 
pleased  with  a  rattle  to  my  wlilp,  and  wrote  of  it  to  my 


a  mvfirtfaer  came  to  fbtdi  na  hosne,  he  told  the  oetler, 
that  he  had  twelve  mika  home,  and  two  bop*  under  hia  care. 


*  O.  Hector,  Qnnlor],  new  had  been  tanglitbia  Catechism. 
^Ortg. 

*  AutifP.  8.  n.  I.  —  Harwood.  —  C. 

*  Dr.  Harwood  tofonned  me  that  the  Town-derfc  waa 
Mr.  Richard  Wakeflehl,  one  of  Dr.  Johnson's  godfathera, 
who  left  him  five  poonda  by  his  will.    He  died  hi  17».  — 

CaOKBB. 

7  All  these  trifles  ~  dnoe  Dr.  Johnson  thought  them  worth 
recording— appear  worth  quoting.  His  voracious  love  of  a 
leg  qfmultom  adhered  to  him  through  lllb ;  and  the  prophecy 
of  his  mother,  that  it  nrasr  wcuU  be/orgottmt  is  realised  la 
a  way  the  good  woaaa  coold  aot  have  aniirinated.  -« 
CaouB. 
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TUtoAadadflM.  H«  kai  tbeii  a  wifedi  i,  wbkii  b«  m- 
tursed  wban  h*  «m  Io  paj  for  It. 

lo  oMklBf  .  I  think,  th*  Ant  azcrdM  mdar  Holbnwk,  I 
perodTcd  the  power  of  eoBtinoitj  ofattwitton,  of  mUcatkn 
not  MiArsd  to  waoder  or  to  pauM.  I  wu  writing  at  the 
kitchen  windows,  at  I  thoogbt,  alone,  and  taming  mj  bead 
Mw  Sallj  dancing.  1  went  on  withoot  notloe,  and  bad 
flniihed  abnoct  without  perodrlog  that  an7  tine  had 
elapacd.  Tlais  doae  attnitton  I  hare  foldom  bi  m j  whole  life 
obtained. 

In  the  nppcr.«cbool,  I  lint  began  to  point  my  exercise, 
which  we  made  noon'i  Iwaineta.  Of  the  method  I  bare  not 
•o  distinct  a  remembrance  as  of  the  fbregoing  system.  On 
Thursday  morning  we  bad  a  lesson,  as  on  other  mornings. 
On  Thonday  afternoon,  and  on  Saturday  morning,  we  com- 
monly made  examples  to  the  Syntax. 

We  were  soon  raised  from  JEsop  to  Phadras,  and  then  said 
our  repetition  on  Friday  afternoon  to  Hunter.  1  remember 
the  fable  of  the  wolf  and  lamb,  to  m^  dramakt'^tkai  Itmn 
drink.  At  what  time  we  began  Pbadrus,  1  know  not.  u 
was  the  oofy  book  which  we  learned  to  the  end.    In  the 


tbiity  Unaa  wen  «KpaelaA  fcra 
nasten  to  long  lenoos  la 

Heirlcns  was  Tcry  dlfladt;  the  dialagns  FmiIIh.Hs^ 
Una  directed  ns  to  omit,  as  baing  one  ef  lbs  hadMitiifet 
book.  Ai  1  remember,  there  was  another  upon  fcoi  mA 
another  upon  firolis.  which  we  began,  aid  van  eiimi  m 
to  porsoe.  In  the  dtaloma  of  Fnritt,  wtmndni  tte  Hat. 
brook  did  not  know  the  meaning  of  um  Cn^.  Tkc 
lesson  gare  ns  great  troable.  1  obswad  that  *•  Ihtm* 
Heirlcns  a  long  time  with  wnrj  little 
it  in  the  afternoon  on  Monday  and  Weans 

Gladiolus  Scrlptorlns..  A  little  lapse, 
got  an  English  Erasmus. 

In  Phadnis  we  tried  to  ose  the 
attempted  the  notes.    Vor  do  1 
pretation  helped  us. 

In  Phadrus  we  were  sent  np  twice  to  the  oppvanMrtB 
be  punished.  The  lecond  tfane  we  cnmplsinat  tkaieteosi* 
not  get  the  passage.  Being  told  that  we  slioeld  sA.vtB- 
formed  him  that  we  had  Mked,  aad  that  t 
notlellas. 


Vt 


weedM^ft.  I 


tat 
Ihstikt 
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§  1.   LAW  CASEa 

tn  hekagf  of  ffattU,  thg 
prottaUtdfor  wuht*  SeterUjf. 

(Sea  p.  Ml.] 


Thb  dum  is,  that  be  has  used  imoMdarate  and  cmei  oor« 
rection.  CerrectloB  In  itself  Is  not  cniel ;  chUdrsn,  being 
not  reasonable,  can  be  gofemed  only  by  foar.  To  fanprasa 
this  lisar  is,  therefore,  one  of  the  flrst  dutiea  of  thoaewho 
hare  the  care  of  children.  It  Is  the  doty  of  a  parent ;  and 
has  never  been  thought  inconsistent  with  parcnttf  tenderness. 
It  is  the  dnt¥  of  a  asaster,  who  is  in  bis  highest  exaltation 
when  he  Is  «co  pmtmtU,  Yet,  as  good  th&ga  became  evil 
by  excess,  correction,  by  being  fanmoderate.  mar  beeome 
cruel.  But  when  is  correction  immoderate?  when  It  ia 
more  flrequent  or  more  severe  than  Is  required  ndasoMciMfnas 
et  dbcmdniM,  for  reformation  and  Instruction.  No  severity 
is  cruel  which  obstinacy  makes  necessary ;  for  the  greatest 
cruelty  would  be,  to  desist,  and  leave  the  Kholar  too  careless 
for  instruction,  and  too  moch  hardened  for  reproof.  Locke, 
in  his  treatise  or  edocatioo,  mentions  a  mother,  with  applause, 
who  whipped  an  iniknt  eight  times  before  she  subdued  it  i 
for  had  she  stopped  at  the  seventh  act  of  correction,  her 
daughter,  says  he,  would  have  been  ruined.  The  degrees  of 
obstinacy  in  yonng  minds  are  very  dlflkrent :  as  diflerent 
must  be  the  dsgiles  of  persevering  severity.  A  stubborn 
scholar  must  be  corrected  till  be  Is  subdued.  The  discipline 
of  a  school  is  military.  There  must  be  either  unbounded 
licence  or  absolute  authority,  llie  master,  who  punishes, 
not  only  oonsulu  the  Ibtnre  bapptneu  of  him  who  is  the 
immediate  sublect  of  correction,  but  he  propagates  obedienoa 
through  the  whole  ichool,  and  estabUshes  regularity  by  ex- 
emplary Justice.  The  victorlons  obstinacy  of  a  single  boy 
would  make  his  Ibture  endeavoun  of  reformation  or  instmc* 
tlon  toUUy  faieirectoal.  Obstinacy,  therefore,  must  never  be 
victorious.  Yet  it  Is  well  known,  that  there  sometimes 
ocain  a  sullen  and  hardy  resolutkm,  that  laughs  at  all  com- 
mon  punishment,  and  bids  defiance  to  all  common  degrees  of 
pain.  Correction  must  be  proportionate  to  occasions.  The 
flexible  will  be  reformed  by  gentle  discipline,  and  the  refrac- 
tory must  be  subdued  by  harsher  asethods.  The  degrees  of 
scholastic  as  wall  as  of  military  punishment,  no  stated  rules 
can  ascertain.  It  most  be  enforced  till  It  overpowers  tempta- 
tion :  till  stubbornness  beeooses  lexiMe,  and  perverseoees 
regular.  Custom  and  reason  have.  Indeed,  set  lome  bounds 
to  Kholastlc  penalties.  The  schoobnaster  inflicu  no  capital 
punishments ;  nor  enforces  his  edicts  by  either  death  or  mo- 
tllation.  The  civil  Uw  has  wisely  determined,  that  a  master 
who  strikca  at  a  scb<rfar's  eye  shall  be  eonsldered  as  criminal. 
But  punishments,  however  severe,  that  produce  no  lasting 
evil,  mav  be  just  and  reasonable,  became  they  may  be  neces- 
sary. Such  have  been  the  punishments  used  by  the  respon- 
dc-nt.  No  scholar  has  cone  from  him  either  blind  or  lame, 
or  with  any  of  his  limbs  or  powen  injured  or  impaired. 
Thev  were  hreguUr,  and  he  punished  them :  they  were 
obiiinate,  and  he  enforced  bis  punishment.    Bnt  however 

Ernvukfd,  he  never  exceeded  the  limiU  of  moderation,  for  he 
lillctrd  nothing  beyond  present  pain  (  and  how  much  of 

*  The  convenience  of  a  watch,  new  so  general.  Dr.  John* 
•on  himself,  as  Sir  J.  Hawkins  ropotta,  (mmtt,  p.  Ifl.  a.  6.), 
did  not  possess  tiU  1769 — CaoKanT 


that  was  raqulrad,  ao  man  Is  an  Ultlaabbta 

thoaa  who  have  detanaiaed  Mataat  blm«>tfaa  peiiaa  4  iN 

oflRmden.    It  has  been  said,  tEat  he  laad  Mprsesrimsf^  mt 

ii  not  very  easy  to  ba  fanad.  No  laaumMM  4 
la  more  proper  than  anntber.  bat  w  lli»l«:r 
adapted  to  pptHt'iye  peaseat  paia 
Whatever  were  Ma  faatmaieata, 
ensued ;  and  therefore,  however  annaaal,  la  heads  •ooa- 
tiotts  they  were  proper.  It  baa  beaa  uldsrtai.  ika  »• 
respondent  admits  the  chane  of 
evidence  to  coofbte  It.    Letitl 

are  either  dispersed  at  Urge  ia  the  worid,  or  isaa  ii  » 
tahabh  the  plaee  fai  which  tbey  were bnd.  IbamebiOT 
dispersed  cannot  be  found  ;  thoea  vrbo  remain  sre  iht  «i 
of  his  proeecotors,  and  are  not  likely  la  eappeit  s  ms  » 
whom  their  fathen  are  eneasiea.  If  k  be  araaasai  im  (»* 
enmity  of  their  (kthett  provea  the  jataam  efthecbtf^  t 
must  ba  considered  bow  oftsa  aaueiieuce  shows m,^mwm 
who  are  angry  oo  one  ground  wall  acciae  ea  eaeAir .  v.- 
bow  little  uodnees,  in  a  town  of  low  mda^  a  mm  vw  «• 
by  learning  la  regarded;  and  how  ImpUcidy 
Inhabitants  are  not  very  ridi,  a  rkb 
and  followed.  In  a  plaee  Ilka 
one  of  the  principal  hibabitanta  lo 
for  that  par^  to  beat  theaaedvaa  with 
It  le  easy  for  them  to  oppress  a  i 
and  natural  to  assert  the  digniteel 


I* 
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not  for  their  Judgment,  bat  for  his 
convenient  for  them  to  hava  another 
venience  of  their  own  maUng.  it  wo 
venient  for  him  lo  find  aaothar  echool  t 
be  cannot  obtain.  The  queetiim  ia  no 
venient,  but  what  la  geneeally  right.  U< 
bell'town  be  distreaead  by  the  reetoraHa 
they  are  dietreseed  oolv  by  their  own 
passions  and  onraaeonaMa  daetrea ;  by 
has  defoated,  and  by  maliaa,  which  eirta 


>^im> 


S. 


iMjittmr  tf  fae 
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Tata,  wo  are  told.  Is  a  law 

long  practice  of  the  eoort ;  .»..  -_!,, 

or  modified  as  theeoart  shall  think 

Concerning  the  power  of  the  cowt  to 
a  law,  we  hare  oo  Intention  to  taqaheL 
our  purpose  that  every  Just  law  la 
that  the  practice  of  every  leaal  roust  Is 
It  is  the  quality  of  reason  to  be 
of  equity,  to  give  to  one  man  what.  In  Che 
to  another.    The  advancs 
law  is  this ;  that  the  law 
and  prescrtbee  a  mode  of 
the  support  and  protection  ef  society.    1 
a  rule  of  action.  It  is  neceatary  that  It  be 
sary  that  it  be  permanent  and 
of  dril  right;  bat  if  the 
of  the  thing 


gives  every  man  a  i 
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To  ptrmlt  A  Um  to  be  mortlftod  at  dtocntioa.  It  to  leaTO 
tbeooauDtinUy  wUhoat  Uw.  U  U  to  withdraw  the  direction 
of  that  pubUc  wisdom,  by  which  the  deflcicodea  of  jpri? ate 
uuderataoding  are  to  be  lUppUed.  It  i«  to  luflbr  the  raah 
and  ifiwraot  to  act  at  diacrctlon,  and  then  to  depend  for  the 
]if4iuy  of  that  action  on  the  sentence  of  the  Judge.  He 
that  U  thus  governed  Htm  not  by  law,  but  by  opinion :  not 
by  a  certain  rule,  to  which  he  can  apply  his  intention  before 
b«  acts,  but  by  an  uncertain  and  variable  opinion,  which  he 
can  never  know  but  after  he  has  committed  the  act  on  which 
that  opinion  shall  be  passed.  He  lives  by  a  law  (if  a  law  it 
be ),  which  he  can  never  know  before  he  has  olfended  it.  To 
this  case  may  be  Justly  applied  that  important  principle, 
mitfra  e$i  serwila  tMJtu  eU  ami  ineogtMum  autwagum.  If 
iuuomisslon  be  not  criminal  till  it  eiceeds  a  certain  point, 
and  that  point  be  unsettled,  and  consequently  different  In 
difTereot  minda,  the  right  of  Intromission,  and  the  right  of 
thir  creditor  arising  flrom  it,  are  all  Jmra  ^aga,  and,  by  con- 
sequence, are  Jmrm  imeogmla  ;  and  the  result  can  be  no  other 
tiuiu  a  «iwrr«  imrAM.  an  uncertainty  ooneeming  the  event 
of  action,  a  servile  dependence  on  private  opinion. 

It  nay  be  urged,  and  with  great  plausibility,  that  there 
may  be  IntromTssioQ  without  fraud  s  which,  however  true, 
*  111  by  no  means  Justify  an  occasional  and  arbitrary  relax- 
attoD  of  the  law.  The  end  of  law  Is  protection  as  well 
as  vengeance.  Indeed,  vengeance  is  never  used  but  to 
strengthen  protection.  That  society  only  Is  well  governed, 
whrre  life  Is  freed  from  danger,  and  from  suspicion  t  where 
|K)i>»e>»ion  Is  so  sheltered  l^  salutary  prohibitions,  that  vto* 
Uiiuii  it  prevented  more  mquently  than  punished.  Such 
a  prohibition  was  thia.  while  It  operated  with  iU  original 
force.  The  creditor  of  the  deceased  was  not  only  without 
1<M»,  but  without  fear.  He  wu  not  to  seek  a  ranedy  for  an 
injury  sofliHed  {  for  injury  was  warded  oft 

At  the  law  has  been  somctlmee  adminlatered.  It  lays  ua 
open  to  wounds,  becauae  it  Li  ImaghMd  to  have  the  power  of 
healing.  To  punish  fraud  when  It  Is  detected  Is  tlie  proper 
an  of  vindictive  Justice  {  but  to  prevent  frauds,  and  make 
punishment  unnecessary,  la  the  great  employment  of  legis- 
laiive  wlsdan.  To  permit  Intromission,  and  to  punish 
fraud.  Is  to  make  law  no  beUer  than  a  pitfall.  To  tread 
upon  the  brink  Is  safe ;  hot  to  oorae  a  step  lurther  Is  destruc- 
tMm.  But,  sareljr  it  Is  better  to  enclose  the  gulf,  and  hinder 
mil  aecees.  than,  by  encouraging  us  to  advance  a  llttliL  to  en- 
tice  ua  afterwarda  a  little  further,  and  let  us  perceive  our 
folly  only  by  our  destruction. 

As  Uw  supplies  the  weak  with  adventitious  •trengtb,it 
likewise  enUghiaoa  the  ignorant  with  intrinsic  onderstand- 
log.  Law  teaches  us  to  know  when  we  commit  Injury  and 
wiien  we  suflbr  It.  It  ttaes  oertafai  marks  upon  actions,  by 
which  we  are  admonished  to  do  or  to  Ibrbear  them.  Qui 
$9ht  bmelemperal  te  ticitiM,  says  one  of  the  fathers,  nsmfitew 
ea^rt  in  iiiictta.  He  who  never  intromiU  at  ail,  will  never 
intromit  with  fraudulent  intentloos. 

The  relaxatioo  of  the  law  against  vicious  Intromission  has 
brm  very  bvouraUy  rvpreseotrd  by  a  great  master  of  Juris- 
prudmce  >,  whose  words  have  been  exhibited  vrith  unneces- 
sary pomp,  and  seem  to  be  considered  as  irresistibly  decisive. 
Th«  great  moment  of  his  authority  makes  it  necetsarv  to  ex- 
aaeloe  his  positleo.  **  Some  mcs  ago,**  saya  he, "  bemre  the 
ferocity  of  the  Inhahttanta  of  this  part  of  the  Island  was  sub- 
duc<  the  utmost  severity  of  the  civil  law  was  necessary,  to 
rr*train  Individuals  from  plundering  each  other.  Thus,  the 
man  who  Intermeddled  irreguUrly  with  the  moveables  of  a 
prrvoo  deceased  was  sultlected  to  all  the  debts  of  the  deceased 
w itbout  limitation.  This  makes  a  branch  of  the  law  of  Scot- 
l»xMt,  known  by  the  name  of  victims  miromiuiom  i  and  so 
rXitdlf  was  this  regulation  applied  in  our  courts  of  law,  that 
th«  moat  trifling  moveable  abstracted  ase/J><r,  subjected  the 
Intermeddler  to  the  foregoing  consequences,  which  proved 
in  many  Instances  a  most  rigorous  punlshmenL  But  this 
srrerity  was  necessary.  In  order  to  subdue  the  undisciplined 
nature  e#  our  people.  It  b  extremely  remarkable  that  In 
proportion  to  our  unprovemeut  in  manners,  this  regulation 
lias  been  gradually  softened  and  applied  by  our  sovereign 
ruurt  with  a  sparing  hand." 

I  find  myt<lf  under  a  necessity  of  observing,  that  this 
leamM  and  Judicious  writer  has  not  aocurateir  distinguished 
the  tiiflcieoct^t  and  demands  of  the  different  conditions  of 
human  life,  whlth.  from  a  degree  of  tavageness  and  Indrpen- 
<)<-'>rr.  in  whtch  all  lavs  are  vain,  passes  or  may  pass,  by  in- 
r,  ifoerable  gradations,  to  a  state  of  reciprocal  benignity  In 
»  hirb  laws  shall  be  no  longer  necessary.  Men  arc  flrst  wild 
and  unsocial,  living  each  man  to  himself,  taking  from  the 
wrak  and  loalag  to  the  strung.  In  their  flrst  coalitions  of 
uKUtf,  much  of  this  orlginsJ  savageness  Is  retained.  Of 
gnirral  hsfypineu,  the  product  of  geitrral  confidence,  there 
It  yet  no  thougbU  Men  continue  to  pr<M««ute  their  own  ad- 
Tanrages  br  the  neareit  way  ;  and  the  utm<jst  severity  of  the 
rivll  law  Is  necessary  to  restrain  lodlvlduaii  from  plundering 
rt  h  other.  The  restratnU  then  necessary  are  restraluU 
rr«*m  plundeTtfrom  acts  of  public  violence,  and  undlsguiMd 
Appretsloo.  The  (etftcitf  of  our  ancestors,  as  of  all  other 
nattoos,  produced  not  fraud  but  rapine.    They  had  not  yet 
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learned  to  cheat,  and  attempted  onlv  to  rob.  Ai  niannera 
grow  more  polished,  with  the  knowledge  of  gtxid,  men  at- 
tain likewise  dexterity  in  eril.  Open  rapine  becomes  less 
frequent,  aod  violence  gives  way  to  cunning.  Those  who 
before  Invaded  pastures  and  stormed  houses,  now  begin  to 
enrich  themselves  by  unequal  contracts  and  fraudulent  intro- 
missions. It  is  not  against  the  violence  of  ferocity,  but  the 
drciunventlons  of  deceit,  that  this  law  was  (yamra  ;  uid  1 
am  afraid  the  Increase  of  commerce,  and  the  incessant  strug- 
gle for  riches  which  commerce  excites,  give  us  no  prospect 
of  an  end  speedily  to  be  expected  of  artiflce  and  fraud.  It 
therefore  aeems  to  be  no  very  conclusive  reasoning,  which 
connects  those  two  propositions : — "  the  nation  is  iMcome  less 
ferocious,  and  therefore  the  laws  against  firaud  and  covin  shall 
be  relax«l." 

Whatever  reason  may  have  Influenoed  the  Judges  to  a  re- 
laxation of  the  law,  it  was  not  that  the  nation  was  grown 
less  fierce  $  and,  I  am  afraid.  It  cannot  be  aSrmed,  that  it  is 
grown  leu  fraudulent. 

Since  this  law  has  been  represented  aa  rlgoroatly  and  un- 
reasonably penal,  it  seems  not  Improper  to  consider  what  are 
the  conditions  and  qualltlet  that  make  the  Justice  or  pro- 
priety of  a  penal  law. 

To  make  a  penal  law  reasonable  and  Juat,  two  eondltlona 
are  necessary,  and  two  proper.  It  Is  necessary  that  the  law 
shoold  be  adequate  to  lu  end ;  that.  If  It  be  observed.  It 
shall  prevent  the  evil  aaalnst  which  It  is  directed.  It  is,  se- 
condly, necessary  that  the  end  of  the  law  be  of  such  impor- 
tance as  to  deserve  the  security  of  a  penal  sanction.  The 
other  conditions  of  a  penal  law,  which,  though  not  absolutely 
neoesaary,are  to  a  very  high  degree  flt,  are.  that  to  the  moral 
violation  of  the  law  there  are  many  temptatioos,  and  that  of 
the  physical  observance  there  Is  great  fhcUity. 

All  these  conditions  apparently  concur  to  JustUythelaw 
which  we  are  now  consioering.  lu  end  is  the  security  of 
proper^,  and  property  very  often  of  great  value.  The 
method  by  whkin  it  efracts  the  security  Is  eficadous,  because 
It  admits,  la  its  original  rigour,  no  gradations  of  IaJuit  :  but 
keeps  guilt  and  Innocence  apart,  Bf  a  distinct  and  oefiulte 
limitation.  He  tliat  introsnlta  Is  mmlnal ;  he  that  Intn^ 
mits  not  Is  innocent.  Of  the  two  secondary  considerations, 
it  cannot  be  denied  that  both  are  la  our  fhvour.  The  temp- 
tation to  Intromit  is  flrequent  and  strong ;  so  strong  and  so 
frequent,  aa  to  require  the  utmost  activity  of  Justice,  and 
vigilance  of  caution,  to  withstand  Its  prevalence ;  snd  the 
method  by  which  a  man  may  entitle  himself  to  legal  latn^ 
mission  Is  so  open  and  so  facUe,  that  to  neglect  It  is  a  proof 
of  fraadulmt  intention ;  for  why  should  a  man  omit  to  do 
(but  for  reasons  which  he  will  not  coofeu)  that  which  be  can 
do  10  easily,  and  that  which  he  knows  to  be  required  by  the 
law  ?  If  temptation  were  rare,  a  penal  law  might  be  deemed 
unneoestary.  If  the  duty  eqloined  bv  the  law  were  of  dilB. 
cult  performance,  omiuion.  thou^  It  could  not  be  Justifle«l, 
might  be  pitied.  But  in  the  present  case  neither  equity  nor 
compassion  operate  against  It.  A  useful,  a  necessary  law  Is 
broken,  not  only  without  a  reasonable  motive,  but  with  all 
the  hKhicemeuu  to  obedience  that  can  be  derived  from  safe^ 
and  fidUtv. 

I  therefore  retara  to  ay  original  position,  that  a  law,  to 
have  its  eflbcts,  must  be  permanent  and  stable.  It  may  be 
said,  in  the  language  of  the  schools,  I>a  non  recipii  m^^fms  et 
esteiu, «-  we  may  nave  a  law,  or  we  may  have  no  law,  but 
we  cannot  have  half  a  law.  We  must  either  hare  a  rule  of 
action,  or  be  permitted  to  act  by  discretion  and  by  chance. 
Deviatfons  from  the  law  must  be  uniformly  punished,  or 
no  man  can  be  certain  when  be  shall  be  safe. 

That  from  the  rigour  of  the  original  institution  this  court 
has  sometimes  departed,  cannot  be  denied.  But,  as  It  Is 
evident  ttut  such  deviatfons,  as  they  make  law  uncertain, 
make  life  unsafe,  I  hope,  that  of  departing  flrom  It  there  will 
now  be  an  end }  tbat  the  wisdom  of  our  ancestors  will  be 
treated  with  due  reverence  \  and  that  consistent  and  steady 
decisions  will  fumiih  the  people  with  a  rule  of  actton,  and 
leave  fraud  and  fraudulent  inirosaisslons  no  fUture  hope  of 
Impunity  or 


3.  Arjpimtni  in  drfeme*  of  Lajf  I^dromage, 
[Seep.S90.] 


AoAimr  the  right  of  patreoa  Is  eommenly  eppoaed,  by  the 
Infertor  Judlcaturet.  tne  plea  of  mnsrtence.  TlMir  ooii> 
sdenee  tolls  them  that  tne  people  e«ght  to  choose  their 
pastor  1  thetr  eeneclenfe  tells  them  that  they  enght  not  to 
impoee  upon  a  eengregation  a  inlnlsur  uagratefnt  end  un- 
acceptable to  his  auditors.  Coasdenee  Is  nothing  more  than 
a  coovlctloo  frit  by  ourselves  of  sosnethlag  to  be  done*  or 
something  to  be  avoided  \  and  In  queatlooa  of  simple  unpet • 

Elexcd  morality,  conscience  la  very  often  a  guMe  that  may 
a  trusted.    But  before  eoosdence  can  determine,  the  stato 
of  the  question  la  supposed  to  be  oempletoly  known,    la 

Joestloos  of  law,  or  of  fhet,  cenadeace  is  very  often  co^ 
Minded  with  opiafoa*  No  meal  coasdeoce  caa  toil  him  the 
righu  of  another  men  ;  they  must  be  known  by  ratioaal  fas- 
veatlgasloo  or  historical  Inquiry.  Opiafon.  wbich  be 
holds  tt  may  eaU  his  oaaaclaaM,  may  teach  seme  mea 
' '  be  premiiail,  aaa  gabt  fgisaiiBil,  by  p 
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S40.    Ttftenty-rigkik.    For  the  I3lA,  read  30/A.i 

241 .  Tke  peak.  Should  it  not  he  Peak  of  Derby,  to  make 
U  more  intelligible,  especially  on  the  continent  ? 

7A\  FaUof  Fitn.  Lockneatand  Fall  of  Fiert— excel- 
lent. 

S47.  A.  George*g,  Dele  St.  The  fort  was  named  after 
King  George  11. 

947.  Great  eonmemienee.  There  ii  not  a  communication  bj 
water  all  the  way  to  Inremets,  bat  as  there  la  for  the  greatest 
part,  thepassage  is  perhaps  quite  right  as  It  stands. 

24(1.    Gtenmolliton.    Head  Oletimorttom. 

S56.  OUnakeaU.  Read  GlauketU:  also  dele  «  at  the  end 
of  Aucknasheals.  I  believe  its  inhabttaots  should  be  written 
MaeraoM. 

.    .    Your  thoughts  on  the  islands  are  masterlr  Indeed. 

964.  Jukmatkeaia  and  tke  Macrae».  Read  AueknaMheai 
and  Maeraat. 

965.  Gordm.    Head  Mureki$<m.     lAnti^f.AXT.} 

966.  Tke  twenUetk.    For  90a,  read  9tf. 

.  .  Beside  at  Bdfakurgk,  Sir  Alexander  should  be  veiy 
thankftil  for  your  tenderness. 

971.    CoriaUtekim.    Read  CorickataekaM, 

979.  Were  umited.  In  the  appendix  to  Gordon's  Itine- 
rarium  Septentrlonale  an  account  is  giren  of  cairns,  and  of 
piling'  and  cremation  being  united  among  the  northern 
nations. 

974.  Gtve  mo  aeeotmt.  Did  you  not  see  the  women  at 
their  meals  as  well  as  the  men  ?  1  take  their  diet  to  be  the 
sftroe — "  strong  liquor  " — excellent  I 

975.  Ckeakire  ekee$e.  I  do  not  think  it  is  Cheshire  cheese  j 
they  make  cheese  enough  of  their  own. 

97S.  Water  was  calm.  You  are  mistaken  In  saying  the 
water  was  calm :  the  sea  was  pretty  rough,  and  you  may  r»> 
collect  that  your  spurs  were  lost. 

985.    Ckitfi.    Deles. 

.  .  MigratioH,  U  tfet  m  good  word  here  ?  Should  It 
not  be  stiU,  or  some  other  expression  ?  *'  Content  and  faith- 
ful, y«l  unaffected."  No  wonder  they  are  unaffected  if  coo- 
tent  and  faithAil.  This  may  occur  to  a  heedless  reader  from 
one  sense  of  tlie  word  pet  (a  remark  by  my  wife).  Would  a$ 
pet  be  clearer  ? 

989.  Pkteada,  Raasay — rery  flne !  but  Is  there  not  some 
hneonsistency  between  saying  "that  It  affords  not  much 

Srmrod,  notwithstanding  Itt  extent  for  pasture.*'  and  **  of 
lack  dkttle  I  suppose  the  numlMr  is  very  great.''  Perhaps 
the  first  passage  might  be  altered  to  **  in  proportion  to."  My 
wife  was  delighted  with  the  conclusion  of  Raasar  s  but  it  has 
occurred  to  roe  that  **  if  I  could  have  found  an  Ulysses  "  may 
be  construed  as  not  altomtbMr  delicate  to  the  laird. 

989.  And  narrow.    I  oo  not  think  Port  Re  Is  narrow. 

.  ,  Of  tke  laland.  Does  this  agree  with  having  said 
"one  inn  at  flconsor  ?  '*  It  should  be  Sconser.  Might  not 
some  sharp  rogues  lay  hold  of  this  in  a  traveller  so  rigidly 
exact  as  you  are  ?  I  believe  the  largest  inn  of  Skye  is  at 
Dunvegan :  that  and  the  two  you  have  mentioned  are  the 
only  inns  propmiy  so  called.  There  are  many  huts  where 
whiskey  is  sold. 

S98.  Maeteod.  Are  you  sure  It  was  Macleod  who  sold  the 
cattle  ?    Was  he  one  of  the  conspiriUors  ? 

999.  Long  gentalogp.  This  is  a  little  anachronism.  It  was 
not  Ulinlst's  boatmen,  but  those  who  rowed  us  from  Seooser 
on  Saturday,  95th  September,  who  asked  about  your  genea- 
logy.   This  however  is  immaterial. 

S09.  CoHatockan—  Cortekatackan.  Your  allusion  to  the 
gothic  romances  is  admirable. 

803.  J$  minitter,  Mr.  Macpherson  Is  minister  nf  Slate  wbA 
tacksman  of  Ostig. 

a08.  Is  this  description  of  kelp  accurate  ?  Is  not  kelp  the 
sea-weed  after  it  is  calcined  ?  Are  not  its  ashes  onlv  in- 
gredients In  the  composition  of  glass,  as  in  the  oomposttion 
of  loap,  and,  1  believe,  some  otiier  substances  ?  Upon  re- 
collection, I  find  that  kelp  Is  In  common  language  used  for 
the  word  Itself  in  its  original  state — they  talk  of  cutting  kelp. 

SI  9.  On  a  Crate.  I  do  not  And  the  word  crate  In  your 
dictionary. 

319.  A  turtle  feaet.  Does  not  **  a  dtisen  at  a  turtle  feast  *' 
seem  to  represent  hfan  as  an  Image  of  longevity,  as  like  ao 
eagle.  If  a  dtiten  should  eat  turtle  as  constantly  as  a  cot- 
tager eats  oaten  cakes,  would  he  live  as  long  ? 

330.  Nov  a  wUdemeu.  All  this  is  capital.  I  am  per- 
suaded the  king  must  have  his  knowledge  enlarged  and  his 
Iteltngs  roused. 

339.  Bring  ker  kuAamdf  In  the  first  edition  there  was  oo 
note  of  interrogation  here,  and  Boswell  asks  whether  there 
should  not  be.    There  is  none  in  the  new  Oxford  edition. 

340.  Prevail  at  last.  Your  observations  mi  reiigioo  should 

Jl!7King*s palace.  You  have  touched  the  political  teneU 
of  the  islanders  with  a  very  soft  address. 

343.  Second  sigkt.  I  am  struck  to  see  how  your  great 
powers  of  mind  can  expand  and  illustrate  a  sulject.  The 
second  siakt  will  henceforth  be  treated  at  least  with  attcntloo 
hy  thinking  and  nnprsyudlced  men. 

*  it  would  seem  as  if  Dr.  Johnson  had  made  an  Imperfect 
correction  here.  Murphy's  edition  has  the  98th.  IB  the 
Oxford  works  it  still  stands  Itik.  _  Cmoxaa. 


845.  Not  to  beUeve  tt.  I  believe  all  the  mfailsten  la  Sit* 
are  natives.  Mr.  Macpherson.  who  toM  you  that  be  «u  rt- 
solved  not  to  believe,  was  bom  at  Ostig.  so  tfast  be  d>d  •:  < 
come  resolved.  I  am  wnmg :  he  was  bora  In  the  iikaJ  af 
Barra. 

353.  Almost  smppressed.    See  p.  373. 

357.  Can  he  found.  Your  reflectloiu  on  Rt^tand  IcirBTc 
on  bards,  and  on  Osslan.  amount  to  demoostration  boij  si* 
**  if  any  can  be  found  "  might  be  omitted ;  for  1  Ukt  ii  lo  be 
certain  that  somewanderinr  ballads  are  insertrd  \n  OwUa 

•  .  Beeite  sis  lines.  Yovl  are  mistaken  hrre;  mbc  «f 
them  do  actually  recite  many  nMMne. 

358.  Taking  in  keln.  A  trifilng  Inaecnracy  hsve.  We  44 
not  leave  Skye  in  a  boat  that  was  taking  in  kcltk  It  ra  • 
boat  from  llay.  In  which  a  gentleman  had  cococ  la  Nvr-  ><t 
an  emigrant  who  owed  him  money;  bat  twfare  h«  cvr--  'hr 
emigrant  had  sailed.  You  treat,  too,  the  stona  tfso  Ir  ^  ^  • 
both  Col  and  all  the  islanders  thought  that  we  wen  it*!.}  n 
danger. 

Sra.  Bueaetg     Read 

868.  Popisk  Islands. 
et  go  to  the  Popish 
rom  you  In  writing. 

375.  Dronask-Fingala. 
Attend  Ike 


I 


This  page  wflU  1  bdievs. 
'  ,  hot  I  must  have  ' 


with  the  passage  at  p 


Re«l 

Is  thie  perftcDy 
?   ShooU  BoteMerlhiothtfSi 
modified 

380.  MuB.    Very  testmcUva. 
while  1  read  your  accoont. 

881.  Tabor  Morar.  Tobermartet—Morf  or  Ikry.  ihi 
Erse  for  Mary. 

387.  Another  little  Inaccuracy.  The  aaasirr  wai  art  » 
board  that  night ;  he  was  sitting  sodaliy  with  Masftkemi 
The  sailors  were  our  kind  delivercn. 

388.  B^finements  of  eouslesg.  Aa  heaotlfel  as  an  tkt-i 
in  fiction,  yet  all  exactly  true,  exorpc  tbetocneiiiisnbkf  c  '■ 
cumstance  that  **  we  were  met  hy  Sir  Allan  when  w«  laa*^  " 
We  found  him  In  the  house,  or  but ;  this,  hoewcr.  ■  m- 
thing.  I  ficure  to  myself  how  many  aaslaMe  naritn  •<<> 
envy  us  at  Inch  Kenneth. 

389.  Plentiful  and  deUeaU.  Thia  phraae  hm  hsve  mrf 
already,  as  to  the  tacksmen  in  Skye,  page  369l  WoaU  a  h» 
better  to  vary  one  of  them  ?  U  yon  taiak  so,  1  laMtTkrf 
Sir  Allan  shaH  reUin  it. 

899.  Inek  Kennetk.  At  the  death  oT  Cel.  my  «*  ••«> 
mueh.  I  was  deepiv  aflteted.  though  I  sbcd  ae  isir.  U 
Tacitus  says,  Femhus  lugere  komeotmm  est — ssrris  aww 

895.  Grad^uUlp  ebsemres.    The  evening  mil  —  very  fw  ' 

896.  insa.    Icannotexprcsa  the  grandeur  of  anal  tbftsc  ha 

passage  inspires.    I  should  think  uunbars  wouU  %iti  i«^ 
to  feel  it  fully. 

897.  Black  stones.    Read  stone. 

.  .  Witkoui  Ikeblaekest.  Might  net  a  belter  nm4  br 
found  for  the  infamy  of  violating  an  oath  on  the  Hod  u  -«' 

401.  Ur.  Madeam.    Read  Mr.  Mneieod.    {Aidi.f  tS  . 

402.  Hebrides.  Your  observaiiOBs  on  iIm  casiiai  a  'Jo 
Hebrides,  excellent  I 

407.  Higker  tkan  tke  true.  laanotconaeieosertbfr.^ 
of  this  observation.    I  do  not  recollect  iasuacea. 

408.  mgkt  came  on.  I  am  glad  to  ted  the  grsnl  tH^- 
piece  preserved.  I  remembered  It  Impeiflalj  ay  ;>*''  *- 
stops  at  Loch-buya,  I  know  not  how :  bs  1  sm  coac»k^ 
It.  and  you  shall  read  it  when  we  meet. 

411.  His  colk^u  Your  account  of  e^wntlan  la  Sa(*0'  • 
Just.  I  repeated  It  to  Lord  Mooboddo.  *-  He  is  r%ht.*M>< '' 

419.  Several  places.  What  plaoaa  remashahlc.  aa^  •> 
readv described. did  yon  find  betwenu  GlMfo*  sad  A*'' 
leek  ?  I  expected  to  have  found  eooMChinc  said  of  is«  -  >- 
castle  of  Dundonald,  where  yon  maida  ma  laogk  le  n-*^ 
with  your  Jokes  on  king  Bob. 

.  .  Mr.  BosweWs  iSsler.  Read  sdster  ma  ^9.  Mt.Cm^ 
ball  and  I  are  married  to  two  sistera. 

.  .  Stong  field.  Auchlnleck  has  no  parttralir  ckra  » 
the  denomination  of  a  stony  field,  b^  whkh  \a  mstfc  « '»' ' 
much  covered  with  looee  pebbles ;  i  «t  Aachmicck  m  s  »'•  * 
field,  and  Auchlnlsck  signifies  a  field  of  tea  ■asnm ;  te«  t** 
red  rocks  there  are  generally  coospeaeri  of  thm  smla.  »''»'* 

413.  HistenasOs.  You  have  done  Aachtelec^masa  k  <    ' 
and  have,  I  hope,  overcome  my  tathar,  who 
given  your  warmth  for  monarrhy  aad  mdanmosn.  \ 
anxlona  to  see  how  your  pagea  will ' 

.    .    A  pedants*    Why  qll  jnaisaira 

414.  JRrwsdiMod.    Braidwooi 
have  ensured  him  celebrity. 

416.  Is  not  your  concluding 

The  more  I  read  yonr  Jonraay, 
cdve.    That  the  canvas  sbeoM  | 
colour  was  to  be  exaeded ;  but  it  la 
the  number  and  vara 
aecoralely  drilnealed. 
tainment ;  hot  1  can  hardly  < 
you  acquired  the  knowledge  of  so  i 
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riff,  U  llkawiao  eevtain,  beeauM  cWU  aiathorilj  wu  at  that 
time  tu  tnemy. 

'*  The  hour  camo,  at  Utngth,  when,  after  three  hundred 
jean  of  itrusgle  and  dlftreai.  Truth  took  poaMMion  of  Im- 
perial powr,  and  the  dvil  bwa  lent  their  aid  to  the  eocl^ 
•iutteal  ooDitltutlont.  The  maaiatrate  from  that  time  oo- 
oMratcd  with  the  prleat,  and  clerical  aeotencea  were  made 
emcaeiooa  by  secular  force.  But  the  atate,  when  It  came  to 
the  auiatanee  of  the  church,  had  no  Intention  to  diminiah  tta 
autliority.  Thoae  rebukea  and  thoae  oenaurea  which  were 
lawful  before,  were  lawftii  aUll.  But  they  had  hitherto 
operated  only  upon  Toluntanr  aubmlaaion.  The  refractory 
and  contemptuoua  were  at  Arat  in  no  danger  of  temporal 
•cvCT'itlea,  except  what  they  might  suffer  from  tlie  reproachea 
or  conacienea,  or  the  detestation  of  their  feUow  Christiana. 
When  religion  obtained  the  support  of  law,  if  admonitiona 
end  censures  had  no  effect,  th^  were  seconded  by  the  m^ 
girtnuea  with  coercion  and  punishment. 

*'  It  therefore  appears,  from  ecclesiastical  history,  that  the 
right  of  inflicting  shame  by  public  censure  has  been  always 
considered  as  Inherent  In  the  church ;  and  that  this  right 
was  not  conferred  by  the  civil  power ;  for  it  was  exercised 
wtM!0  the  dvil  power  operated  against  It.  By  the  dvil  power 
Ic  was  never  taaeo  away ;  tor  the  Christian  magistrate  inter- 
posed his  oOloe,  not  to  rescue  sinners  trom  censure,  but  to 
supply  more  powerful  means  of  reformation ;  to  add  pain 
mhen  shame  was  tnsuflkient ;  and,  when  men  were  pro- 
clained  unworthy  of  the  sodety  of  the  CalthAil,  to  restrain 
them  by  Imprisonment  flrom  spreading  abroad  the  contagion 
of  wklieduess. 

**  It  Is  not  improbable,  that  tnta  this  acknowledged  power 
of  pubUe  censure  grew,  in  time,  the  practice  of  aurlcutar  oon- 
fnsion.  Those  who  dreaded  the  blast  of  public  reprehension 
were  willing  to  submit  themselves  to  the  priest  bv  a  private 
accusation  of  themselves,  and  to  obtain  a  recoodliation  with 
the  church  by  a  kind  of  clandestine  absolution  and  invisible 
penance  \  conditions  with  which  the  priest  would,  in  times 
of  Ignorance  and  corruption,  easily  comply,  as  they  Increased 
his  influence,  by  adding  the  knowledce  of  secret  sins  to  that 
of  notorious  oflences,  and  enlarged  hu  authority,  by  making 
him  the  sole  arbiter  of  the  terms  of  reooodlement. 

*'  From  this  bondage  the  ReformaUon  set  us  free.  The 
minister  has  no  longer  power  to  press  into  the  retirements  of 
eooacience,  to  torture  us  by  interrogatories,  or  put  himself 
in  possession  of  our  secrets  and  our  lives.  But  though  we 
hare  thus  controlled  his  usurpations,  his  Just  and  original 
pftwer  rrmains  unhnpalred.  He  mav  stilt  see,  though  he 
may  not  pry ;  he  may  ret  hear,  thougn  he  mav  not  question. 
And  that  knowledge  which  his  eyes  and  ears  force  luon  htm 
it  it  sdil  his  duty  to  use,  for  the  beneflt  of  hia  flock.  A  Cather 
who  lives  near  a  wicked  neighbour  may  forbid  a  son  to  fro- 
qUfRit  hb  company.  A  mlnUter  who  has  in  his  congregation 
a  man  of  open  and  scandalous  wickedness  may  warn  his 
IMristiioners  to  shuu  his  conversation.  To  warn  them  Is  not 
only  lawful,  but  not  to  warn  them  would  be  criminal.  He 
may  warn  them  one  kw  one  in  friendly  converse,  or  by  a 
parochial  visitation.  But  If  he  may  warn  each  man  singly, 
•  hat  shall  forbid  him  to  warn  them  all  together  ?  Of  that 
whtrb  is  to  be  made  known  to  all,  how  is  there  any  diflbrence 
wh«<her  It  be  communicated  to  each  singly,  or  to  all  to- 
githrr  7  Wliat  is  known  to  all  must  necessarily  be  public. 
Whether  It  shall  tw  public  at  once,  or  public  by  denrees,  la 
th«  only  question.  And  of  a  sudden  and  solemn  publication 
thf  impression  Is  deeper,  and  the  wamlog  more  enectual. 

**  It  may  easily  be  urged.  If  a  minister  be  thus  left  at  liberty 
to  delate  sinners  from  the  pulpit,  and  to  publish  at  will  the 
crtfises  of  a  parishioner,  he  may  often  blast  the  innocent,  and 
diatresa  the  timorous.  He  may  Im  suspicious,  and  condemn 
without  evidence ;  he  may  be  rash,  and  judge  without  ex- 
amination {  he  may  be  aevere,  and  trc«t  alight  oflbncea  with 
Vtn  moeb  harshneaa ;  he  may  be  malignant  and  partial,  and 
icraufy  hia  private  intereat  or  reaentment  under  the  aheltar 
of  bis  pastoral  character. 

*•  Ofall  thia  there  is  possIMlItT,  and  of  all  thU  there  is 
dM»m»r.  But  If  possibility  of  evil  be  to  exdude  good,  no 
gxM>d  rver  can  be  done.  If  nothmg  is  to  be  attempted  in 
which  tiMre  Is  danger,  we  must  all  sink  into  hopeless  Inac- 
tivity. The  evils  that  may  be  feared  from  this  practice  arise, 
B<«c  from  any  defect  In  the  Institution,  but  from  the  Inflrmities 
of  bunun  nature.  Power,  In  whatever  hands  It  Is  placed, 
will  be  eametimee  Improperlv  exerted ;  yet  couns  of  law 
anwaC  judge,  though  toey  wiu  sometimes  Judge  ambs.  A 
faib«r  aauet  Instruct  his  children,  though  he  himself  may 
oftm  want  Instruction.  A  minister  must  censure  sinners, 
clkough  bis  censure  may  be  sometimes  erroneous  by  want  of 
itMiymeot,  and  sometimes  unjust  by  want  of  honesty. 

^  If  we  examine  the  drcumstances  of  the  preeent  case,  we 
ahall  flod  the  seotence  neither  erroneous  nor  unjust  {  we 
•Kali  And  no  hreach  ofprlvate  eonfldence,  no  Intrusion  into 
laactions.    The  Csct  was  notorious  and  Indubitable; 
f  to  be  proved,  that  no  proof  was  desired.    The  act 
and  treacherous,  the  perpetration  lusolont  and  open, 
else  axample  naturally  mischievous.  The  minister,  how- 


•<» 


'  It  ia  curious  to  observe  that  Lord  Thurlow  has  here, 
prrha^,  tn  oompllaMnt  to  North  Britain,  made  useof  a  term 
oT  tls«  Beotcfa  law,  which  to  an  BngUah  reader  aaay  require 


ever,  being  retired  and  recluse,  had  not  yet  heard  what  was 
publicly  known  throughout  the  parish ;  and,  on  occasion  of  a 
public  dection,  warned  his  peoplei,  according  to  hU  duty, 

afainst  the  crimes  which  pubUc  elections  frequently  produce. 
U  warning  was  felt  by  one  of  his  parishioners  as  pointed 
particularly  at  himself.  But  instead  of  produdng.  as  might 
y?  r.**!?.^  private  compunction  and  Immediate  nHTormation, 
it  kindled  only  rage  and  resentment.  He  charged  hb 
minbter.  In  a  public  paper,  with  scandal,  defrimation,  and 
(hbehood.  The  mlnbter,  thus  reproached,  had  hb  own 
character  to  vindicate,  upon  which  hb  pastoral  authority 
must  necessarily  depend.  To  be  charged  with  a  defamatory 
lie  b  an  Injurv  which  no  man  patiently  endures  In  common 
life.  To  be  charged  with  polluting  the  pastoral  ofllce  with 
scandal  and  falsehood,  was  a  violation  of  character  still  more 
atrocious,  as  It  affected  not  only  hb  personal,  but  hb  clerical 
veradty.  His  indignation  naturally  rose  In  proportion  to 
hb  honesty,  and,  with  all  the  fortitude  of  Injured  honesty,  he 
dared  thb  calumniator  in  the  church,  and  at  once  exonerated 
htanself  from  censuro.  and  rescued  hb  flock  from  deception 
and  from  danger.  The  man  whom  he  accuses  pretends  not 
to  be  hmpcent ;  or,  at  least,  only  pretends,  for  be  dedines  a 
trial.  The  crime  of  which  he  b  accused  has  frequent  oppor- 
tunities and  strong  tempUtioos.  It  has  already  spread  far, 
with  much  depravation  of  private  morsb,  and  much  ii^ury 
to  public  happiness.  To  warn  the  people,  therefore,  against 
it  was  not  wanton  and  oflldous,  but  necessary  and  pastoral. 

**  What,  then,  b  the  fault  with  which  this  worthy  minister 
is  charged  ?  He  has  usurped  no  dominion  over  consdence. 
He  has  exerted  no  authorfty  ha  support  of  doubtftil  and  con- 
troverted opinions.  He  has  not  dragged  Into  light  a  bashful 
and  corrigible  sinner.  Hb  censure  was  directed  against  a 
breach  of  morality,  against  an  act  which  no  man  Justifies. 
The  roan  who  appropriated  thb  censure  to  hhnself  b  evl- 
dently  and  notorloualy  guilty.  Hb  consciousness  of  his  own 
wickedness  Indted  him  to  attack  hb  fdthful  reprover  with 
open  insolence  and  printed  accuaatlona.  Such  an  attack 
made  defonca  neeeeaarr :  and  we  hope  it  will  be  at  last  de- 
cided that  the  means  of  defenee  were  Just  and  lawful." 

5.  Lord  I%mh»*»  OpmioH  on  the  game  Caee. 

[See  p.  SI8.] 
Caai.   *■  There  b  herewith  laid  before  you, 

**1.  Petition  for  the  Reverend  Hr.  James  Thoonaon, 

minister  of  Dunfermline. 
**  t.  Answers  thereto. 
**  3.  Copy  of  the  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Session  upon 

both. 
**  4.  Notes  of  the  opinions  of  the  Judges,  being  the  reason 

npoo  which  thdr  decree  is  grounded. 

**  These  paper*  you  will  please  to  peruse,  and  give  your 
opinion, 

"  Whether  there  Is  a  probability  of  the  above  decree  of 
the  Court  of  Sesdon  being  reversed.  If  Mr.  Thomson 
should  appeal  from  the  same  7  ** 

**  1  don't  think  the  appeal  advisahle  \  not  only  because  the 
value  of  the  judgment  b  in  no  degree  adequate  to  the  expense : 
but  because  there  are  many  chancesL  that  upon  the  general 
complexion  of  the  case,  the  Imprcssloo  will  be  taken  to  the 
disadvantage  of  the  appellant. 

**  It  Is  impossible  to  approve  the  style  of  that  sermon.  But 
the  eotmplaint  was  not  less  ungradous  fnm  that  man,  who 
had  behaved  so  111  by  his  original  libel,  and  at  the  time  when 
he  received  the  reproach  he  complains  of.  In  the  last  arttde 
all  the  pUlntiilk  are  equally  concerned.  It  struck  me  also 
with  some  wonder,  that  the  Judges  should  think  so  much 
fervour  apposite  to  the  occasion  of  rq>roving  the  ^f"^*^ 
for  a  little  excess. 

**  Upon  the  matter,  however,  1  agree  with  thero  In  con- 
demnfng  the  behaviour  of  the  minbtcr,  and  la  thiuking  it  a 
sublect  fit  for  ecclesiastical  cmsuro  \  and  even  for  an  action. 
If  any  Individual  could  qualify  >  a  wrong,  and  a  damage  arising 
from  It.  But  this  I  doubt.  The  drcumstance  of  publishing 
the  reproach  in  a  pulpit,  though  extremely  indecent,  and 
culpable  in  another  view,  does  not  constitute  a  diflbrent  sort 
of  wrong,  or  any  other  rule  of  law  than  would  have  obtained. 
If  the  same  words  had  been  pronounced  elsewhere.  1  don't 
know  whether  there  be  any  difference  In  the  law  of  Scotland, 
In  llie  deflnlUon  of  slander,  beforo  the  commissaries,  or  the 
Court  of  Session.  The  common  law  of  RJogiand  does  not 
give  way  to  actions  for  every  reproachful  word.  An  action 
cannot  be  brought  for  general  dantages  upon  any  words 
which  import  less  than  an  offence  cognisable  by  law  ;  eonse- 
quentlv  no  action  could  have  been  brought  hero  for  the 
words  in  question.  Both  laws  admit  the  truth  to  be  a  Justi- 
flcatlon  in  action  far  word*  /  and  the  law  i»f  Kngland  does 
the  saaae  In  actioiu  for  Ubcb.  The  Judgment,  therefore. 
seems  to  me  to  have  been  wrong,  in  that  the  court  ropclled 
thatddmce.  E.  Tncatow." 
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6.  Argument  agcdtut  a  Proteeution^  hy  the  Proewraion 
of  Edimbwyh,  of  an  allied  lAbeL 

[See  p.  696.] 


**  All  faOurr  If  either  of  the  penoo,  the  fortune,  or  the 
fame.  Now  it  U  a  certain  thing,  it  ii  proverbially  known, 
that  ajeii  breaks  no  b<met.  They  nerer  have  gained  half-ai- 
crown  leM  in  the  whole  profeuion  since  this  mischievous  pa* 
ragraph  has  appeared  ;  and,  as  to  their  reputation,  what  is 
their  reputation  but  an  instrument  of  getting  money  ?  If, 
therefore,  they  have  lost  no  money,  the  qufttion  upon  re- 
putation may  be  answered  by  a  very  old  position, — De  mt- 
mtwtia  nan  curat  prtetor. 

"  Whether  there  was,  or  was  not,  an  animng  Hdurimndi  is 
not  worth  inquiring,  if  no  injuria  can  be  proved.  But  the 
truth  is,  there  was  no  animus  ii^uriandi.  It  was  only  an 
animus  irritamdi^^  which,  happening  to  be  exercised  upon  a 
gfuus  irritabUt,  produced  unexpected  violence  of  resentment. 
Their  irritabilltv  arose  only  from  an  opinion  of  their  own  im- 
portance, and  tneir  delight  In  their  new  exaltation.  What 
might  have  been  home  bv  a  prvcurator,  could  not  be  borne 
by  a  solicitor.  Your  lordships  well  know,  that  konores  «mt- 
tant  mores.  Titles  and  dignities  plav  strongly  on  the  fancy. 
As  a  madman  is  apt  to  think  himself  grown  suddenly  great, 
so  he  that  grows  suddenly  great  is  apt  to  borrow  a  little  from 
the  madman.  To  co-op«ate  with  their  resentment  would  Im 
to  promote  their  frensy ;  nor  is  it  possible  to  guess  to  what 
th«nr  might  proceed,  if  to  the  new  title  of  Solicitor  should  be 
adiied  the  elation  of  victory  and  triumph. 

"  We  consider  your  lordships  as  the  protectors  of  our 
rights,  and  the  guardians  of  our  virtues  ;  but  believe  it  not 
Included  in  your  high  ofllce,  that  you  should  flatter  our  vices, 
or  solace  our  vanity  :  and,  as  vanity  only  dictates  this  prose- 
cution, it  is  humbly  hoped  your  lordships  will  dismiu  It. 

**  If  every  attempt,  however  light  or  ludicrous,  to  lessen 
another's  reputation,  is  to  be  punished  by  ajudicial  sentence, 
what  punishment  can  be  suttciently  severe  for 'him  who 
attempts  to  diminish  the  reputation  of  the  supreme  court  of 
Justice,  by  reclaiming  upon  a  cause  alrendv  determiaed,  with- 
out any  change  in  the  state  of  the  question  ?  Does  It  not 
Imply  nopes  that  the  Judges  will  change  their  opinion  ?  Is 
not  uncertainty  and  inconstancy  in  the  highest  decree  disre- 
putable to  a  court  ?  Does  it  not  suppose,  that  tiie  former 
Judgment  was  temerarious  or  nMligent  ?  Does  it  not  lessen 
the  confldence  of  the  public  ?  Will  it  not  be  said,  that  jus 
estaut  ineognitum  aut  wagnm  f  and  will  not  the  consequence 
be  drawn,  misera  est  servitus  f  Will  not  the  rules  of  action 
be  obscure  ?  Will  not  he  who  knows  himself  wronged  to-day, 
hope  that  the  courts  of  Justice  will  think  him  right  to-morrow? 
Surely,  my  lords,  these  are  attempts  of  dangerous  tendency, 
which  the  solicitors,  as  men  versed  in  the  law,  should  have 
foreseen  and  avoided.  It  was  natural  for  an  ignorant  printer 
to  appeal  from  the  lord  ordinary;  but  from  lawyers,  the 
descendants  of  lawyers,  who  have  practised  for  three  hundred 
years,  and  have  now  raised  themselves  lo  a  higher  denomina- 
tion, it  might  be  expected,  that  they  should  know  the  re- 
Terence  due  to  a  Judicial  determination  ;  and,  having  been 
once  dismissed,  should  sit  down  in  silence.*' 


§S.    NOTES. 

1 .  SupfiUmentto  Note  on  Gibber's  **  Lives  of  the  PoeU,** 

[See  p.  604.  n.  2.] 

In  the  Monthly  Review  for  May,  1792,  there  is  such  a  cor- 
rection of  the  above  passage  as  I  should  think  myself  very 
culpable  not  to  subjoin.  "  This  account  Is  very  inaccurate. 
The  following  statement  of  facts  we  know  to  be  true,  in  every 
material  circumstance:  —  Shielswas  the  principal  collector 
and  digester  of  the  materials  for  the  work ;  but,  as  he  was 
very  raw  in  authorship,  an  IndifTerent  writer  in  prose,  and  his 
language  full  of  Scotticisms.  [Theoph.]  Gibber,  who  was  a 
clever,  livelv  fellow,  and  then  soliciting  employment  among 
the  booksellers,  was  engaged  to  correct  the  style  and  diction 
of  the  whole  work,  then  intended  to  make  onir  four  volumes, 
with  power  to  alter,  expunge,  or  add,  as  he  liked.  He  was 
also  to  supply  notes  occsslonallv,  especially  concerning  those 
dramatic  poets  with  whom  he  had  been  chiefly  conversant. 
He  also  engaged  to  write  several  of  the  Lives ;  which  (as  we 
are  told)  he  accordingly  performed.  He  was  farther  useftil 
Id  striking  out  the  Jacobitical  and  Tory  sentiments  which 
Shiels  had  industriously  interspersed  wherever  he  could 
Mng  them  in ;  and  as  the  success  of  the  work  appeared,  after 
all,  very  doubtfbl,  be  was  content  with  twenty-one  pourids  for 
bis  labour,  besides  a  few  sets  of  the  books  to  disperse  among 
his  friends.  Shiels  had  nearly  seventy  pounds,  beside  the 
advantage  of  many  of  the  best  Lives  in  (he  work  being  com- 
municated by  friends  to  the  undertaking ;  and  for  which 


1  Mr.  Robertson  altered  this  word  to  Jvcandi,  he  hsving 
found  In  Blackstone  iliat  to  irritate  is  acuuuable .  —  BoswkLL. 


Mr.  Shiels  had  the  same  eonslderatioo  as  fsrlka  i««.  \^\ 
paid  by  the  sheet  for  the  whole.  He  was,  bovevir.  Map 
with  his  whiggUh  supervisor  (Tub..  Uke  bit  tehrr.  t<-  ;  < 
violent  stickler  for  the  political  prindplea  vUdi  pma.i'  - 
^rge  the  Second)  for  so  in 


the  reign  of  George  the  Second)  for  so  onrntrnfuily  r  .v 
lating  his  copy,  and  sconttog  his  policies,  that  he  vnx^  t  v^ 
a  challenge  ;  out  was  prevented  from  seodiiu  It  b;  ttf  ;^v 
Usher,  who  fairly  laughed  him  out  of  bU  wry.    TU  rf> 

Krietors,  too,  were  discontented  in  the  cad.  oo  s(t<cv  { 
ir.  Gibber's  unexpected  industry ;  fbr  hU  eorr«tj<» .  c^ 
alterations  in  the  proof-sheets  were  eo  nrnDcrooi  uxi    -  < 
derable,  that  the  printer  made  for  them  a  grieroui  sac^  t 
to  his  bill ;  and.  in  fine,  all  partSes  were  dissatisflrd.   ut  .< 
whole,  the  work  was  productive  of  no  profit  to  tb^  i  .' 
takers,  who  bad  agreed,  in  case  of  sttcoeet,toMskr  (    ^-i 
present  of  some  addition  to  the  twenty  gotesas  «hic*  ^'  •^: 
received,  and  for  which  his  receipt  is  now  la  tke  bcr4v  -> 
hands.    We  are  farther  aasured,  that  he  aetnaliy  oe^  -<  j 
additional  sum ;  when  he,  soon  after  (in  tbe  yesr  i:  » >  r 
fortunately  embarked  for  Dublin,  on  an  engagea^ut '     «^ 
of  the  theatres  there ;  but  the  ship  was  cast  away,  mi     " 
person  on  board  perished.    There  were  abwsi  lan -*^''- 
gers,  among  whom  was  the  Bari  of  Droghada,  viu  m.-? 
other  persons  of  oooseanence  and  property 
**  As  to  the  alleged  dieslfn  cf  makmg  the 
for  the  work  of  old  Mr.  Gibber,  the  charges  wtm  u  u 
been  founded  on  a  somewhat  oacharitabte 


are  assured  that  the  thought  was  not  hartoorsd  bf 
the  propiietors,  who  are  stlU  Uvinc ;  nd  we  hope  U«t  :  -< 
not  occur  t»  the  first  designer  of  the  work,  •be  wss»»»  i^ 
printer  of  It,  and  who  bore  a  respectable  chanctcr. 

**  We  have  been  induced  to  enter  drcanscaaiisllT  tr-  *"• 
foregoing  detail  of  facU  relattag  to  the  Lives  of  tr>«^ )  •■* 
compiled  ^  Mesart.  Gibber  and  Shiels,  frask  a  dK«r«>r^-- 
to  that  sacred  principle  of  truth,  to  which  Dr.  h^^  • 
rigidly  adhered,  according  to  the  beet  of  his  kto*  V-ii.*  ir, 
which,  we  believe,  iso  consideraHom  would  have  fnrnL^^  -' 
him  to  violate.  In  regard  lo  the  matter,  wbieh  et  i*  •  — 
miss,  he  had,  no  doubt,  been  misled  by  panul  sad  *- i 
Information ;  Shiels  was  the  doctor's  amaBumsj .  ft'  ~« 
quarrelled  with  Gibber ;  It  to  natural  to  sunMise  t%M.  t, -^ 
his  story  In  his  own  war;  and  U  iacertafai  that  *r  vat  a^  * 
very  sturdy  moralist.* '' 

This  explanation  appears  lo  me  aatiafhctorv.  li »  •^■ 
ever,  to  be  observed,  that  the  story  told  by  Johnior  «»-  • 
rest  solely  upon  my  record  of  his  coovcraiteo  ;  itr  ^  -*- 
self  has  published  tt  in  his  Ufe  of  Hammond,  »b^  h  « * 
"the  manuscript  of  Shiels  U  now  in  my  poascn*^  »  " 
probably  he  had  trusted  to  ShieU'a  vrord.  and  itent  kwM* 
at  it  so  as  to  compare  it  with  "  The  Uvte  of  the  r^^  •< 
published  nnder  Mr.  Gibber's  name.  What  hseamt  *  r - 
manuscript  I  know  not.  I  should  have  liked  mu*  u  '- 
mine  it.  I  suppose  It  was  thrown  into  the  irr  b  t^^  ^'^ 
tuous  combustion  of  papers,  whW-h  Jehaee^  I  tii»ak'»*> 
executed  when  moribmm^us —  Boewnx. 

In  addition  to  all  this,  I  must  obacrve.  that.  natwiih**r-  ; 
the  weight  which  must  be  given  to  Dr.  J  kaii  •  rr^«  • 
assertions  on  a  mbiect  coooemta^  which  he  »iH^     ^ 
he  had  evidence  in  his  own  poeeeaakm,  yet  ihm  m  -  •<• 
indisputable  drcomstances    which    aeisn  m  vanttc*  •  ^ 
hU  statemenU.     It  to  true  that  the  tkk  pan  of  t^  '  ^ 
volume  says,  -  compiled  by  Mr.  Gibber ."  b*  sU  iW  * 
volumes  have,  **  compiled  by  Mr.  Cilihrr  unJstkrr  km^> 
so   that  Johnson  was   certamly  lietakesi  la   nff^'- 
that  abber  was  held  out  as  the  ooie  eaiinr.    bt  iv 
vol.,  p.  Ift6.,  the  lilh  of  Bettertoo.  the  acter,  is  ms^"  * 
as  *•  written  by  R.  S.,"  no  doubt  Bo^en  &b«rh,  sas  t 
appended  the  following  note :  **  As  Mr.  Theip^*'  " 
to  publtohing  (in  another  work)  the  *  Lives  smi  lU-- 
of  eminent  Actors,'  he  leaves  to  sUkrr  gi  ndkmm  «•»-  •» 
in  this  work  the  account  of  saa»e  pdoynrs.  ebo  <"«- 
be  omitted  herehi  as  ports."    A  atoniler  ocakr  acre**-  - 
the  Life  of  Booth,  vol.  iv.  p.  17iL  ;  aod  aaa».  »  «     - 
oo  the  "Life  of   ThoaasoB.^*   toI.  w.  pi  «U   n-»  - 
abber,  in  kis  own  name,  states,  that  toe  bod  rsed  rt«  - 
oi  Agamemnon  to  the  theatrical  ^nod  wka  eo  mKtt  «r«  - 
that  he  was  selected  to  play  the  pert  at  MiImsbAt     . 
drcomstances  prove  that  **  a  CVMcr "  had  mmt  aa^-  ■«  -' 
work  ;  — that  there  was  no  intention  to  tfmrrti  i«  ■  •• 
TkeopJHltUiUtAtiM  Robert  SJheismmdmkmmmtt^  r  ■  - 
sisunu.  Mr.  Boswell,  in  a  former  yes  i  ajr .  ;■*»  <■»  r   '  ^  ' 


intimated,  that 

written  by  JohiMon  himself." 

that  Johnson's  own  assettloa  suScAcncJy 

must  admit,  oo  reconsideratioD,  that  ttoerr  to 

Mr.  Boswell's  suspicion ;  for  it  appears  that 

one  time  eroployrd  to  cootribote  to  that  work  ihr  ."-' 

least,  Shakespeare  and  Drydasi  (saw  manf.  p.  m    • 

AI6    n.  2.) ;  and  though  he  oerfeatoklj  dM  om  *ra» 

lives,  yet  several  passages  throng toum  ttoa 

his  style.    That,  however,  might  ariee  tt% 

Shiels  ;  but  what  to  moet  impofftaat  ta«  ttut  tW  fsm 

these  lives  are  written  is  satistattttally  the  mm»  ••  ti^  • 

Johnson  long  after  adopted  Ibr  bts  cmm  hiaerv  v^^ 

Gaoxxa,  1191.  Thequastloe  tone>v4KsdM«by  Mr  ^-'^ 

letter  {anti,  p.  &64.  n.  2.).  hi  ntiiiiiiue  ta  Ur 

assertkm,  for  whose  error  1< 
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SOME  ACCOUNT  OF  FRANCIS  STUART. 


[Rfferred  to  In  pp.  S7. 641. 643.  748. 7S0.] 


that  anuilng  tcrap.book  called  **  Grou*t  OUOt**  th«rt 
m  imputation  againf  t  Dr.  Johnion  of  having  obtained  an 
ranee  of  money  from  the  publUheri  of  the  Dictionary,  bjr 
'  trirk  of  rabstltutlng  old  sheets  Instead  of  new  copy, 
Ich  be  bad  neglected  to  prepare.    The  following  extract 
in  the  QtmUtmmmU  Mataxmt  contradicts  this  Imputation ; 
'.  for  that  sole  porpoee  I  should  not  have  thought  It  neces- 
■  J  to  quote  It,  but  am  Induced  to  do  so  because  It  also 
)rd«    some    curious    particulars    as    to    the    practical 
npilatlon  of  the  Dictionary,  and  glTei  some  account  of 
mds  Stuart,  whose  connexion  with  Johnson  seema  to 
'e  been  more  Important  than  Mr.  Boswell  supposed.    In. 
d  Mr.  Boswell's  account  of  a  little  negotiation  In  which 
.  Johnson  employed  him  with  Stuart's  sister  Is  very  con- 
ed.   In  December,  1779,  he  stale*  that  be  bad,  as  oeslred 
,  Johnson, "  dUoovered  the  »i$Ur  ^  Stmart,  amd  giwem  ker  o 
ntmfar  am  aU  pocket-book  of  her  hnlker*$  wkiek  Dr. 
miom  had  retained  \  tkat  the  vomois  VHmdered  at  Aw  scrsi- 
«m  and  Ukerui  kematif,  and  reeeiood  tke  guinea  a*  if  ieni 
fromtdemce:  **  anto,  p.  641.    But  this  must  have  been  s 
d  mistake  on  the  part  of  Boswell  $  Air  it  appears  that  the 
*r  kad  the  pockoMiook  or  letter-case  In  her  own  posses- 
i,  and  that  It  was  for  obtaining  It  that  Johnson  oflbred  the 
oea.    This  matter  was  probably  ex|rfained  In  some  letters 
given ;  tor  In  April,  1780  (p.  643.),  Johnson  expresses 
tti^faethn  at  tke  nteeeu  i^  BooteeW*  tramtaetkm  wiik  Mr$. 
art;*  by  which  It  may  be  Inferred  that  Boswell  had  ob- 
•ed  the  letter -caae  trcm  her ;  but  the  negotiation  was  not 
nlnated ;  for  ftwr  years  after,  In  1784  (p.  748.),  Johnson 
tes  to  Boswell,  **  I dettrtifoatoueMr».  Stuart omceaKOia^ 
sag  tkat  As  tke  Uttrr^eau  trai  a  letter  rebitlng  to  me  fir 
ek  I  wM gl9e ker.if  tke  is  mtUng  to  ai»e  it  to  me,mmoAer 
*ea :  tke  letter  Is  of  conseouence  oiim  to  mte,**    (p.  750.) 
•  reader  now  sees  that  tiie  retention   by  Johnson  of 
mart's  old  pocket-book,  and  the  scrupuloos  honesty  of 
ng  a  golnea  In  lieu  of  It,  was  a  total  misapprehension 
be  part  of  Boswell ;  and  that  Johnson  really  wanted  to 
in  the  pocket-book,  which  he  seems  to  have  gotten,  for 
«*!«  c/c  IrOrr  It  ooniained  which  be  seems  nol  to  hare 
en.   But  what  letter  could  this  be  qf  eomeequeuee  to  Dr. 
lion,  when  on  the  verge  of  the  grave,  yet  so  long  neg- 
^  by  him ;   for  Stewart  had  been  dMd  many  years  ? 
weirs  original  error  and  his  subseqoent  silence  on  the 
ect  are  very  strange.    I  am  S4tlsaed  either  that  Bos- 
did  not  olMain  the  letter,  or  that  It  related  to  some  dr- 
stanee  of  Johnson's  life  which  he  did  not  choose  to 
Ige ;  and  what  rould  It  have  been  that  ke  would  not  have 
r    ft  might,  no  doubt,  have  related  to  the  trick  or  mis- 
about  the  eopp  of  the  Dlctionarr ;  but  this,  as  we  shall  see 
M  foltowing  explanation,  could  have  hardly  Interested 
ison  at  the  end  of  thirty  years  \  while  the  contradictions 
uijturj  ot  the  ease  as  we  have  It,  and  the  strange  and 
r  Ignorance  of  what  Johnson  was  about  In  the  years  1743-6 
geiber  with  many  smaller  clreumstanees,  incline  me  to 
ect  that  Johnson  nay  have  taken  lome  personal  share  In 
JlsaAcCed  movements  of  that  period,  and  that  the  letter 
vaa  so  anxious  about,  may  have  had  some  reference  to 
e  transactloos  In  whkh  Stuart  was  likely  enough  to  have 
engaged.    From  the  following  account  H  might  be  In- 
id  tbat  Htnart  was  not  aoqualntrd  with  Johnson  till  be 
I  In  Gougb  square,  1748— that  was  no  doubt  the  date  at 
b  Johnson  employed  him  on  the  Dlctionarr,  but  as  it 
tt  that  Stuart  left  .Scotland  soon  after  the  celebrated  For- 
s  rioi  In  1736,  In  which  he  had  some  share,  he  may  have 
vn  Jolinson  long  before  1743. 


Tills  was  Franefa  SttMrt.  He  was  the  son  of  a  shoi^ 
er  Id  Bdlnburgh,  and  was  brought  up  to  the  law.  For 
ral  years  he  was  employed  as  a  writer  In  some  of  the 
'  Hpal  ofllees  of  Kdhiburgh  (  and  being  a  man  of  good 
ral  parts,  and  given  to  literature,  he  frequently  asslstrd 
geetinff  and  arranging  MSS.  for  the  press  (  and.  among 
r  employmeota  of  this  sort,  he  used  to  boast  of  assisting 
opying  some  of  the  juvenile  productions  of  the  after- 
le  celetonted  Lord  Kalmea  when  he  was  very  young 
«  HOI  reapopdent  with  the  Edinburgh  Magaslne.  when 
use  lo  Loodoo,  be  stuck  more  closely  le  the  press  t  and 
Is  walk  of  copying  or  arranging  for  the  press,  he  got  re- 
n^oded  lo  l>r.  Johnson,  who  then  lived  in  Googh-square. 
Ii  ^a«  a  great  aUmirer  of  the  doctor,  and  upon  all  occa- 
.  coasoteed  btm  i  and  the  doctor  had  also  a  verr  respect- 
opinion  of  HIa  ananuensls  Frank  Stuart,  as  ne  always 
JLarlr  called  blm.  But  It  was  not  only  In  collecting  an- 
ting It—  Frank  was  employed :  be  was  the  man  who  did 


every  thing  In  the  writing  way  for  him.  and  managed  all  his 
aflklrs  between  the  doctor,  his  bookseller,  and  his  creditors, 
who  were  then  often  very  troublesome,  and  every  species  or 
business  the  doctor  had  to  do  out  of  doors }  and  for  this  he 
was  much  better  qualified  than  the  doctor  himself,  as  he  had 
been  more  accustomed  to  common  business,  and  more  oon* 
versant  in  the  ways  of  men. 

••  That  he  was  *  a  porter-drimkima  mam;  as  Captain  Orose 
says,  may  be  admitted :  for  he  usually  sneut  his  evenings  at 
the  Bible,  in  Shire  lane,  a  houee  of  call  for  bookbinders  and 


Srlnters,  where  Frank  was  In  good  esteem  among  some  ere- 
liable  neighbours  that  frequented  the  back  room ;  for,  ex- 
cept his  ftiddling,  he  was  a  very  worthy  character.  But  bis 
drinking  and  conviviality,  be  used  to  say,  he  left  behind  him 
at  Bdinburgh,  where  be  had  connected  himself  with  some 
Jovial  wita  and  great  card-players,  which  made  his  journer 
to  London  very  prudent  and  necessary,  as  nothing  but  sucn 
a  measure  could  break  off  the  connexion,  or  bring  them  lo 
good  boors  and  moderstlon.  In  oim  of  those  idght  rambles, 
Stuart  and  his  companions  met  with  the  mob-procession 
when  they  were  conducting  Captain  Porteous  to  be  hanged : 
and  Stuart  and  his  companions  were  next  day  examined 
about  It  before  the  town-cooncll,  when  (as  Stuart  used  to 
say) '  we  were  found  to  be  too  drunk  lo  have  had  any  hand 
In  tlie  business.*  But  be  gave  a  most  aecnrate  and  particular 
account  of  that  memorable  transaction  In  the  Bdinburgh 
Mamuine  of  that  time,  which  he  was  rather  foiMi  of  relating. 
** In  another  walk,  basidee  coUeeting  authorities,  be  was 
remarkably  useAil  to  Dr.  Johnson ;  that  was.  In  the  explana* 
tion  of  low  cant  phrases,  which  the  doctor  used  to  get  Frank 
to  give  his  explanation  of  first  {  and  all  words  relating  to 
gambling  and  card-playing,  such  as  JU  Famrt,  Caiek  komamrt, 
Cribbaget  ftc.  were,  among  the  typos,  said  to  be  Frank 
Stuart's,  corrected  by  the  doctor,  for  which  he  received  a 
second  payment.  At  the  time  this  happened,  the  Dictionary 
was  going  on  printing  very  briskly  In  three  departments,  let- 
ters D,  G,  and  L,  bemg  at  work  upon  at  the  same  time ;  and 
as  the  doctor  was.  In  the  printing-house  phrase,  osil  of  lems 
— >that  Is,  had  received  more  money  than  he  had  produced 
MS.  for  —  the  proprietors  restricted  him  In  his  payments, 
and  would  answer  no  more  demands  from  him  tnan  at  the 
rate  of  a  guinea  for  everr  sheet  of  MS.  copy  be  delivered  { 
which  was  paid  him  by  Mr.  Strahan  oo  delivery ;  and  the 
doctor  readilr  agreed  to  this.  The  copy  was  written  upon 
4to.  post,  and  In  two  columns  each  page.   The  doctor  wrote, 


In  his  own  hand,  the  words  and  their  explanation,  and  _ 
rally  two  or  three  words  In  each  column,  leaving  a  space  be^ 
tween  each  for  the  authorities,  which  were  pasted  on  as  they 
were  collected  by  the  dlfibrent  derks  or  amannensss  em. 
ployed:  and  In  this  mode  the  MS.  was  so  regular,  thai  the 
sheets  of  MS.  whieh  made  a  sheet  of  print  coiud  be  very  en- 
actly  ascertained.  Every  golnea  pareel  came  after  tMt 
agreement  regulariy  tied  up,  and  was  put  imoo  a  sh^f  In  the 
corrector's  room  tlfl  wanted.  The  MS.  being  then  In  grret 
forwardness,  the  doctor  supplied  copy  foster  than  the  prin- 
ters called  for  It;  and  In  one  of  the  heaps  of  eopy  It  happened 
that,  upon  giving  It  out  to  the  compositors,  some  sheeu  of 
the  old  MS.  that  had  been  printed  off  were  found  among  the 
new  MS.  paid  for.  It  Is  more  probable  that  this  happened 
by  the  doctor's  keeping  the  old  copy,  which  was  always  re- 
turned him  with  tne  proof.  In  a  miorderly  manner.  But 
another  mode  of  accounting  for  this  was  at  that  time  very 
current  In  the  printlng-boose.  The  doctor,  besides  bis  old 
and  constant  assistant.  Stuari,  had  several  others,  some  of 
them  not  of  the  best  characters  \  and  one  of  this  class  had 
been  lately  dlsehargedL  whom  the  doctor  bad  been  very  kind 
to.  nocwitiistandlng  all  his  loose  and  Idle  tricks  (  and  It  was 
generally  supposco  that  he  had  follen  upon  this  expedient  of 
picking  op  the  old  MS.  to  raise  a  few  guineas,  finding  the 
money  so  readily  paid  on  the  MS.  as  be  ddlversd  It,  But 
every  body  was  Inclined  to  acquit  the  doctor,  as  he  had  been 
well  known  to  have  rather  too  UtiSe  tkougkte  about  tmomef 
And  what  served  to  complete  the  doctor's  acquittal 
Stuart  immediately  on  the  discovery  supplying  the 
quam^im  of  right  copy  (for  It  was  ready) ;  which  set  every 
thing  to  rights,  and  tnat  In  the  course  of  an  hour  or  two.  as 
tke  wnter  qf  tki§  mote  earn  trulf  aetert,  as  he  was  mnployed 
In  the  boslness. 

**  How  such  an  errooeoos  and  lojnrioos  aeeeant  of  an  acci- 
dent so  fUrly  and  Justly  lo  be  accounted  for,  and  the  doctor^ 
character  cleared  from  all  Impotatleo  of  art  or  gnllt,  came  to 
Captain  Grose's  ears.  Is  hard  to  be  accoonted  for :  but  It  ap- 
pears to  have  been  picked  up  among  the  common  gossip  of 
the  pi  ess  loom,  or  other  remote  parts  of  the  printing-house, 
where  the  right  state  of  the  foct  could  not  be  minutely  related 
nor  accurately  knovn.**>-  Gemt.  Mag,  v.  6g.  p.  1171. 
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MO.    Twenty-fightk.    For  the  \^tk,  read  30rA.i 

941 .  The  peak.  Should  It  not  be  Peak  of  Derbjr,  to  make 
it  more  Intelligible,  etpecialiy  on  the  continent  ? 

94&.  FtUl  tff  PierM.  Lockncts  and  Fall  of  Fien  — excel- 
lent. 

M7.  SI.  Oeorge"*,  Dele  51.  The  fort  waa  named  after 
King  George  IL 

S47.  Qrtut  commemiemee.  There  li  not  a  communication  hf 
water  all  the  way  to  Invemeit,  but  at  there  U  for  the  greatest 
part,  the  pasMge  U  perhaps  quite  right  ai  it  standi. 

a4».    GlenmoUiion.    Itead  QknmoHatm. 

VA.  OtmsAeaU.  Read  Glemktai:  also  dele  «  at  the  end 
of  Aucknaiheals.  I  bcdieve  its  Inhabitants  should  be  written 
Maeraat. 

.    .    Your  thoughts  on  the  islands  are  masterly  Indeed. 

964.  Auknaskeali  attd  the  Macraet.  Read  Auekmukeal 
and  Macraat. 

965.  Gordom.    Read  Murcki$o».     [Antk,  p.  4X1 .} 

966.  TketwemUetk.    For  90c*,  read  9tf. 

.  .  Reside  ai  Bdifdmrgk,  Sir  Alexander  should  be  very 
thankftil  for  your  tenderness. 

971.    CoHataekam.    Read  Coriekaiaeham, 

979.  IVere  mmtled.  In  the  appendix  to  Gordon's  Itlne- 
rarium  Septentrionale  an  account  Is  glrea  of  cairns,  and  of 
piling  *  and  cremation  being  united  among  the  northern 
nations. 

974.  OHte  mo  accoumt.  Did  yon  not  see  the  women  at 
their  meals  as  well  as  the  men  ?  I  take  their  diet  to  be  the 
same — **  strong  liquor  "—excellent  I 

975.  CketMrt  deae.  1  do  not  think  it  is  Cheshire  cheese} 
they  make  cheese  enough  of  their  own. 

978.  fVaUr  was  eabm.  You  are  mistaken  in  saying  the 
water  was  calm :  the  sea  was  pretty  rough,  and  you  may  r^ 
oollect  that  your  spurs  were  lost. 

965.    CJOifi.    Deles. 

.  .  idigraUom,  U  pet  %  good  word  here  ?  Should  it 
not  be  stHl,  or  some  other  expression  ?  **  Content  and  faith- 
ful, ffet  onaiTected."  No  wonder  they  are  unaffected  if  con- 
tent and  faithful.  This  may  occur  to  a  heedless  reader  from 
one  sense  of  the  word  $et  (a  remark  \)f  my  wife).  Would  oi 
ffet  be  clearer  ? 

989.  Pkttaeia.  Raasay — Torj  flne !  but  Is  there  not  some 
tawoosisteocy  between  saying  "that  it  afRurds  not  much 
groimd,  notwithstanding  iu  extent  for  pasture,*'  and  **  of 
black  cattle  I  suppose  the  number  Is  very  great."  Perhaps 
the  first  passage  might  be  altered  to  **  in  proportion  to."  My 
wife  was  delighted  with  the  conclusion  of  Raasar ;  but  it  bsis 
occurred  to  roe  that  **  if  I  could  have  found  an  Ulysses  "  may 
be  construed  as  not  altogether  delicate  to  the  laird. 

»9.  Ami  narrow,    I  do  not  think  Port  Re  is  narrow. 

,  ,  Of  the  Islamd.  Does  this  agree  with  having  laid 
**one  Inn  at  Sconsor  ?  "  It  should  be  Scooser.  Might  not 
some  sharp  rogues  lav  hold  of  this  in  a  traveller  so  rigidly 
exact  as  you  are  ?  I  believe  the  largest  inn  of  Skye  is  at 
Dunvegan :  that  and  the  two  you  have  mentioned  are  the 
only  Inns  propwly  so  called.  There  are  many  huts  where 
whiskey  Is  sold. 

898.  Madeod,  Are  yon  sure  it  was  Macleod  who  sold  the 
cattle  ?    Was  he  one  of  the  conspirators  ? 

999.  Lamtf  genraiogf.  This  is  a  little  anachronism.  It  was 
not  Uliniit's  boatmen,  but  those  who  rowed  us  fk'om  Scooicr 
on  Saturday,  9&th  September,  who  asked  about  your  genea- 
logy.   This  however  is  immaterial. 

809.  CoriiUaekam—  CorickataekmH.  Your  allusion  to  the 
gothic  romances  is  admirable. 

ana.  is  wUnister.  Mr.  Macphersoo  is  minister  qf  Slate  and 
tacksman  of  Ostig. 

800.  Is  this  description  of  kelp  accurate  ?  Is  not  kelp  the 
sea«wecd  alter  it  is  calcined  ?  Are  not  lu  ashes  onlr  in- 
gradients  in  the  composition  of  glass,  as  In  the  composition 
of  soap,  and,  I  believe,  some  other  substances  ?  Upon  re- 
collection, 1  find  that  kelp  is  in  common  language  used  for 
the  word  Itself  In  lu  original  state  —  they  talk  of  cutting  kelp. 

SI  9.  Ois  o  Crate.  I  do  not  And  the  word  crate  In  your 
dir^onary. 

819.  A  tmrUe  feast.  Does  not  **  a  dtiten  at  a  torUe  feast  ** 
seem  to  represent  him  as  an  image  of  longevity,  as  like  an 
eagle.  If  a  cititen  should  eat  turtle  as  constantly  aa  a  cot- 
tager eats  oaten  cakes,  would  he  live  as  long  ? 

880.  Now  a  wUdemeu.  All  this  Is  caplul.  I  am  per- 
•uaded  the  king  most  liave  his  knowledge  enlarged  ana  his 
fsellngs  roused. 

889.  Bring  ker  kmsbandf  In  the  first  edition  there  was  no 
note  of  interrogation  here,  and  Boswell  asks  whether  there 
should  not  be.    There  Is  none  in  the  new  Oxford  edition. 

MO.  Prevaitatlast.  Your  observations  oo  religion  ^should 

:^7King*s palaee.  You  have  touched  the  political  tenets 
of  the  islanders  with  a  very  soft  address. 

848.  Second  sight.  1  am  struck  to  see  how  your  great 
powers  of  mind  can  expand  and  Illustrate  a  mbiect.  The 
second  sight  will  hencefbrth  be  treated  at  least  with  attention 
tqr  thinking  and  nnprciodlced  men. 


*  It  would  seem  as  If  Dr.  Johnson  had  made  an  imperfect 
correction  bere.  Murphy's  edition  has  tiie  98th.  In  the 
Oxford  works  it  still  stands  18<*.  —  Cbokbx. 


ttr  f 


845.  Kot  to  beUeoe  it.  I  believe  all  the  mtarist«rs  is  Skre 
are  natives.  Mr.  Macpbetson.  who  told  you  tiMt  he  wa*  rr. 
solved  not  to  believe,  was  bom  at  Ostig.  so  that  be  dul  i-  -< 
come  resolved.  I  am  wroog :  be  was  bora  ia  tbc  island  of 
Barra. 

858.  Almost  snppreesed.    See  p.  875. 

857.  Can  bejomnd.  Yonr  reflections  on  Highland  trarvtnc. 
on  bards,  and  on  Ostlan,  amount  to  demonstration  only  tv  <« 
*'  ifawg  can  be/otmd  "  might  be  omitted  i  for  I  take  it  to  tw 
certain  that  some  wandering  ballads  are  Inantrd  In  Owiaa 

•  .  Rea'le  sie  tines.  Vou  are  mistaken  here ;  son*  <d 
them  do  actually  recite  many  more. 

858.  Taking  in  he^.  A  trifling  inMxnracy  h«v«.  WrdJ 
not  leawe  Skye  In  a  boat  that  was  taking  in  kelp.  It  van  s 
boat  from  Ilay.  in  which  a  gentleman  had  oome  \n  snuvh  r# 
an  emigrant  who  owed  him  monej\  but  before  ho  cvt^  *a^ 
emigrant  had  sailed.  You  treat,  too,  the  storm  too  1  r"  -v  ; 
both  Col  and  all  the  islanders  thought  that  we  wcvw  reeUj  m 
danger. 

8^.  Bneaelg     Read  BsuKohaeh. 

868.  Popish  Islands.    This  page  will,  I  believe. 

J'et  go  to  the  Popish  Islands,  but  I  most  knee  ' 
rom  you  in  writing. 

875.  Dronash'Pmgala.    Rewl  Dowaah-FUmooim. 

.    .    Attend  the  procession.    Is  this  perfectly 
with  the  passage  at  p.  858?   Should 
modified  V 

380.  Jfsilf.    Very  Inatractifw. 
while  1  read  your  account. 

881.  Tabor   Morar.    Tobetmoito:^ 
Erse  for  Mary. 

887.  Another  little  inaccuracy.    The 
board  that  night ;  be  was  sitting  socially  witli 
llie  sailors  were  our  kind  ddiverera. 

888.  Rtfinewtenia  eg  eomslesg.     Aa  beaatIM  mo 
in  fiction,  yet  all  exactly  true,  exoept  thet 
cnmstance  that  **  we  were  met  tiy  Sir  Allan  when  we 
We  found  him  in  the  house,  or  hut ;  thia, ' 
thing.    I  figure  to  myself  iiow  many 
envy  us  at  Inch  Kcnnrai. 

889.  PlentiM  and  delieate.  TMs  ph 
already,  as  to  the  tacksmen  in  Skye,  page  SSl  Vimdd  ..  w 
better  to  vary  one  of  them  t  If  you  Uuak  an.  1  toa^c  u^ 
Sir  Allan  shall  retain  it. 

899.  Inch  Kenneth.  At  the  death  of  Col,  sy  ««e  •»« 
mueh.  1  was  deeply  afliected.  though  1  abed  nn  Soar  ^ 
Tacitus  says,  Femtms  Imgere  hone^mm  eat  —  eerds  ance^aw 

895.  Gradmatlgohscmres.    The  evening  sail  ~  eery  ft— 

896.  loma.    I  cannot  express  the  grandeur  of  onul 
passage  inspires.    I  should  think  numlMra 

to  feel  it  fully* 

897.  Blaeh  stones.    Readaftwe. 
.    .    Withomt  the  Uaekest.    Might  noC  a 

found  for  the  iniamy  of  violating  an  oath  oe 
401.  Mr.  Maeleam.    Beuui  Mr.  Maeieod.    iAmtt.  p  CT 
409.  Hebrides.    Your  observations 

Hebrides,  excellent  I 

407.  Higher  tham  the  irme,  I  an  not 
of  this  observation.    I  do  not  recollect  I 

408.  Ntght  came  on.    1  am  glad  to  Sad 
piece  preserved.    I  remembered  it  ' 
stops  at  Loch-buys,  I  know  not  how :  bok  I  aa  c' 
it.  and  you  shall  read  it  when  we  meet. 

411.  i?isco/lrf«.  Your  account  of  

Just.  I  repeatedlt  to  Lord  Monhoddo.  **  He  la  r^cte.' » ■  - 

419.  Several  places.     What  placaa 
ready  described,  did  you  find  between  uiasfow  smd  i 
Icck?    I  expected  to  have  fouctd  aomeikiik^  aaia  «.'  a 
cattle  of  Dundonald,  where  you 
with  your  Jokes  on  king  Bob. 

.    .   Mr.  BoeweWs  sister.   Readsrfrtirr  m  torn.   Bri*.- 
beli  and  I  are  married  to  two  sisters. 

.    .  StongJteU.    Auchinlrck  baa  do 
the  denomination  of  a  stony  field,  by  whicft  is 
much  covered  with  loose  pebbles ;  ■•« 
field,  and  Anchlnleck  signifies  a  flald  of 
red  rocks  there  are  generally  composed  of  thsm 

418.  HislenanU.  Youhavedooe 
and  have,  I  hope,  overcome  my  fhthea,  * 
given  your  warmth  for  motmrthy  and 
anxious  to  see  how  your  pages  wilt 


t^ 


* «  - 


A  pedants.    Why  call  youraelf  a 
"  rooo  daaarvna 


414.  Bratdwood.    Braidw 
have  ensured  him  celebrity. 
416.  Is  not  your  coocluding 
The  mors  1  read  your  Journey, 
ceive.    That  the  canvaa  should  gWw  vMk 
colour  was  to  be  expected ;  but  It  la 
the  number  and  variety  of  mln< 


accurately  delineated.     There  ia.  In 
talnmcnt ;  but  I  can  hardly  eoneeive 
you  acqtiired  the  knowledge  of  io 


>  He  means, jn'l/Nf  I 
— CaociB. 
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tnfj  prodocUon  of  Johuoii*!  pen.  H«  owned  to  me  that  be 
bad  written  eboat  fortj  tennoaf ;  but  ••  I  andentood  tbafc 
he  had  given  or  lold  tbem  to  different  pereone,  wbo  were  to 

{irsMh  tbem  ae  tbelr  own,  be  did  not  conilder  blmeelf  at 
Ihertj  to  acksowledfe  tbem.  Would  thoee  wbo  were  that 
aided  by  bim,  wbo  are  still  aUve,  and  tbe  IHends  of  tboae 
wbo  are  dead,  fairlj  Infiirm  tbe  world,  It  would  be  obllginglj 
gratifying  a  reaaonable  eurioaltr,  to  wbicb  tbere  abould,  I 
think,  now  be  no  oblection.  Two  Tolumet  of  tbem,  pub- 
tiibed  since  bla  deatb,  are  aoflclentlf  ascertained.  See  p.  555. 
1  hare  before  me  In  bis  bandwritlng  a  fk-agment  of  twenty 
ouarto  leares,  of  a  translation  into  English  of  Sallust,  Dt 
neUo  CMiimario,  Wben  It  was  done  I  nave  no  notion :  but 
it  Mems  to  bave  no  Terr  superior  merit  to  mark  it  as  his. 
Beiides  tbe  publications  beretofore  mentioned,  I  am  satisfied, 
fh>m  internal  erldenee,  to  admit  also  as  genuine  tbe  fol- 
lowing, which,  notwithstanding  all  my  chronological  care, 
escaped  me  In  tbe  coarse  of  this  work  t— 

*'  Conslderatioos  on  tbe  Case  of  Dr.  Trapp*a  Sermons,*' t 
pttblisbcd  in  1739.  In  tbe  **  Gentleman's  Magaaine."  It  Is  a 
vrrjr  Ingenious  defence  of  the  right  of  abrl<Q{ing  an  author's 
work,  without  being  held  as  Innringing  bis  property.  This 
Is  one  of  tbe  nicest  questions  in  the  Lmw  qf  Literature;  and 
I  cannot  help  thinking,  that  tbe  Indulgence  of  abridging  Is 
often  exeeedlngly  Injurious  to  authors  and  booksellers,  and 
should  In  very  few  cases  be  permitted.  At  any  rate,  to  pre- 
Tent  dUBcult  and  uncertain  discussion,  and  give  an  absolute 
security  to  authors  in  the  property  of  their  labours,  no 
abridgment  whatever  should  oe  permitted  till  after  tbe  ex. 
firatloii  of  such  a  number  of  years  as  the  legislature  may  be 
pleased  to  fix. 

But,  Chough  tt  baa  been  confidently  ascribed  to  bim,  I 
cannot  allow  that  he  wroto  a  dedication  to  both  booses  of 

Krl lament  of  a  book  entitled  "The  Evangelical  History 
Armoolsed."  He  was  no  croaker,  no  declaimer  against  the 
Ume»,  He  would  not  have  written  "  That  we  are  fallen  upon 
an  age  in  which  oorniption  is  not  barely  universal,  is  unl- 
vcrtally  confessed."  Nor,  **  Rapine  preys  on  tbe  public 
« ttfaout  opposition,  and  perjury  betrays  it  without  Inquiry." 
Nor  would  be,  to  excite  a  speedy  reformation,  have  conjured 
up  such  phantoms  of  terror  as  these :  —  *'  A  few  years  longer, 
and  pernapB  all  endeavours  will  be  in  vain.  We  may  be 
•wallowed  by  an  earthquake ;  we  may  bo  delivered  to  our 
extemiee."    This  is  not  Johnsonian. 

There  are,  indeed,  in  this  dedication  several  sentences 

conacructcd  upon  the  model  of  those  of  Johnson.  But  tbe 

i/riitaUoo  of  Uie  form,  without  tbe  spirit  of  his  style,  has 

U>«n  so  general,  that  this  of  itself  is  not  sufficient  evidence. 

Kteii  our  newspaper  writers  aspire  to  it.    In  an  account  of 

the  funeral  of  Edwin,  the  comedian,  in  **  The  Diary  "of 

Nov.  9. 17M.  that  son  of  drollery  Is  thus  described:  —  **  A 

man  who  had  so  often  cheered  the  suUenness  of  vacancy, 

and  auapcoded  the  approaches  of  sorrow."    And  In  **  The 

Ilubliii  Evening  Post,*'  August  16. 1791,  tbere  Is  tbe  Mlow- 

in|{  paragraph :  —  *'  It  is  a  singnlar  drcumstanee,  that  In  a 

City   like  Ibis,  containing  300,000  people,  there  are  three 

mrmths  In  the  year  during  which  no  place  of  public  amuse. 

fnmt   ta  open.      Long  vacation  is  here  a  vacation   ftom 

pieaaure,  as  well  as  kMisiness ;  nor  is  there  any  mode  of  paaa- 

I  >g  cb«  listless  evenings  of  declining  summer,  but  In  tbe 

ri«»u  of  a  tavern,  or  the  stupidity  of  a  coflfee-house." 

I  have  not  thooefat  it  neeessary  to  specify  every  copy  of 
v^re^e  written  by  Johnson,  It  being  my  Intention  to  publish 
aa  aulbaatk  edition  of  all  his  poetry,  with  notes. 

BOfWItA. 


3.  A  CkronoUijfieai  CaialoffMe  of  tkt  Pro§e  Warh  of 
Stanuel  Johuon,  LL,D^ 

S  B To  those  which  he  himself  acknowledged  li  added 

mckwunri.    To  those  which  mar  be  fully  believed  to  be  his 
fxocn  internal  evidence  is  addea  Inlrm.  *9id. 

i73».     AnuDOMBRT  and  translation  of  Lobo*i  Tofagn  to 

Al^asinia,  aeknowt. 
1738.     Part  of  a  translation  of  Father  Paul  Sarpl'i  History 

of  tbe  Council  ol  Trent,  aeknowi. 

V.  B. '— As  this  work,  after  some  sheets  were  printed, 
»«»<l<lenly  stopped,  I  know  not  whether  any  part  of  It  Is 


now 


u» 


t>«  found. 


VOa  TMB  OBnilMAIl'i  MAOAtim. 

^^reiace,  nslrm.  reas. 

l«lfis  of  Father  Paul,  oeknowL 


I  I  d4>  not  here  Include  his  poetical  worts ;  for,  exrepttog 
lie  L.JUln  translation  of  Pope's  MeMiah.  bla  London,  and 
if  Vai»icy  of  Human  Wishes,  imiuted  from  Juvenal,  bis 
*T€»U*m»^  <M>  the  Opening  of  Drury*Lane  Theatre  by  Mr. 
iATrtck.«  and  bis  Irene,  a  Tragedy,  they  are  very  numerous 
imI  In  s«oeral  short ;  and  I  have  promised  a  complete  editioo 
if  tli«n>»  ^  which  I  shall,  with  the  utmost  care,  ascertain 
lieir  aaatbentlcity,  ami  lllustrato  them  "with  notes  and  various 


1789. 


1740. 


1741. 


1741. 


1743. 


1744. 


1746. 


1747. 


A  complete  vlndicatloo  of  the  Licenser  of  the  Stage 
f^om  the  malicious  and  scandalous  aspersions  of 
Mr.  Brooke,  author  of  Gustavus  Vasa,  acknowL 

Mormor  Vwjokkmae:  or  an  Essay  on  an  ancient 
prophetical  Inscription  in  monkish  rhyme,  lately 
discovered  near  Lynne  in  Norfolk,  Vf  Pbobds 
BuTAMNioUi,  odbwaei., 

POR  TBI  OnTUIIAII*S  HAOAKMB. 

LHb  of  Boerhaave,  odfasowl. 

Address  to  tbe  Reader,  ralcm.  evtf. 

Appeal  to  tbe  Public  In  behalf  of  the  Editor,  AsCms. 

evid. 
ConslderatlonB  on  the  case  of  Dr.Trapp's  Sermons ;  a 

plausible  attempt  to  prove  that  an  author's  work 

may  be  abridged  withoot  li^Juring  bis  property, 

adraowl. 
1  *  •  Address  to  tbe  Bander  in  May. 

roB  THB  onrruuiaif's  maoasimb. 

Prefkce,  Aalms.  ewid. 
Life  of  Admiral  Drake,  arAwowl. 
Life  of  Admiral  Blake,  aclmowi,' 
Life  of  Philip  BarrMler,  mekmowL 
Essay  on  Epitaphs,  aekmawl. 

fOB  TBB  OBMTLBMAJl'i  MAOAZIia. 

Preface,  intent*  ewid, 

A  flree  translation  of  tbe  Jests  of  Hierocles,  with 
an  introduction,  hUem.  #vM. 

Debate  on  tbe  HwmbU  Petitkm  ami  Ad^iee  of  the 
Rump  Parliament  to  Cromwell,  in  1657,  to  assume 
tbe  title  of  Kin^ ;  abridged,  methodised,  and  di- 
gested, tmiem.  emd. 

Translation  of  Abb4  Goyon'i  Dissertation  on  tbe 
Amasons,  inlem.  rtid. 

Translation  of  Fontenelle's  Panegyric  on  Dr.  Morin, 
mirns.  rvitf. 

VOB  TBI  OBNTLBMAM'i  MAOAXIMB. 


1  reiaoe,  rnCrrw.  eetw. 

Essav  on  the  Account  of  tbe  Conduct  of  tbe  Ducheaa 
of  Marlborough,  aeknowl. 

An  Account  of  the  Life  of  Peter  Burman.  aeknotrl. 

The  Life  of  Sydenham,  afterwards  prefixed  to  Dr. 
Swan's  edition  of  his  works,  ackmowL 

Proposals  for  printing  Bibliotheca  Harleiana,  or  a 
Catalogue  of  the  Library  of  the  Earl  of  Oxford, 
afterwards  prefixed  to  the  first  volume  of  that  cata- 
logue, in  which  the  Latin  aooouuts  oi*  tbe  books 
were  written  by  him,  adtmowi. 

Abridgment,  entitled  Foreign  History,  Asfms.  evtf. 

Eseav  on  the  Description  of  China,  from  the  French 
of  Du  Halde,  intem.  e»id. 

Dedication  to  Dr.  Mead  of  Dr.  James's  Medicinal 
Dictionary,  httem.  ewi± 

rOB  TBB  onrrLiMAK^  maoabim. 

Preface,  nslcns.  rtnd* 

Parliamentary  Debates  under  tbe  name  of  Debates  la 

tbe  Senato  of  Lilllput,  tnm  Nov.  19. 1740,  to  Feb. 

sac  I74S.8.  inclusive,  ackmoud. 
Considerations  on  the  Dispute  between  Crouaaa  and 

Warburton  on  Pope's  Easay  on  Man,  intern,  e^id, 
A  Letter,  announcing  that  the  Life  of  Mr.  Savage 

was  speedily  to  be  published  by  a  person  who  was 

favoured  with  Us  confidence,  tmtem.  rrwf. 
Advertisement  for  Osborne  concerning  tbe  Harlelan 

Catalogue,  intern.  e^kL 
Life  of  Richard  Savage,  aeknowi. 
Prefkce  to  the  HarMan  Miscellany,  aeliaoiif. 

POB  m  OBNTtBMAIl'f  MAOAXIMB. 

•  Nuce,  intern,  eeia. 

Miscellaneous  Observallona  on  tbe  trage^  of 
betb,  with  remarks  on  Sir  T.  H's  (Sir 
Hanmer's)  Edition  of  Shaksprere.  andpropoeala  for 
a  new  Edition  of  that  Poet,  aeknowL 

Plan  for  a  Dictionary  of  the  ENOLiffB  Lahooaob.  ad- 
dressed to  Philip  Dormer,  Karl  of  Cbeaierfield, 


readings.  —  BoewBLL.    The  maanhif  of  tbli 

partkttlarty  of  the  word  eeeenting.  Is  not  very  dear 
naps  Mr.  Boswell  wroto,  **  they  are  mot  very  nam 


which  would  be  less  obsenre.  —  Cboxbb. 
*  These  and  several  other  articles,  which  Bf«  marked  with 


\nmr  mrvKmm,  woicn  arv  nwrsea  wnn 

an  asterlak,  were  suggested  to  Mr.  Halooe  by  Mr.  Cbalowrs 
as  probably  written  1^  Dr.  Johnson ;  they  bsva  boiB  tbor^ 
fore  added  to  thto  general  list —  Cbobbb. 
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1 


■dTuiceg.    I  have  reriied  p. 


The  addltioas  which  I 


have  reeel?«d  are  a  Spaaiah  quotation  from  Mr.  Cambrldn 
(p.  7S9.) ;  aa  account  of  Johnson  at  Warlej  Camp  from  filr. 
Langton  (p.  61S.) ;  ind  Johnson*!  letters  to  Mr.  Hastings— 
three  la  all —one  of  them  long  and  admirable  (p.  676.) ;  but 
what  seta  the  diamonds  In  pare  gold  of  Ophlr  is  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Hastings  to  roe  (p.  67A.),  illustrating  them  and  their 
writer.  I  had  tbU  aif  the  honour  of  a  long  ?lsit  from  the 
late  goTemor-ganeral  cw  India.  There  is  to  be  no  more  im- 
peachment. Bat  you  will  see  bis  diaracter  notdjr  rlndicated. 
Depend  upon  this. 

*'And  now  for  my  friend.  The  appearance  of  Malone's 
Shakspeare  on  the  S9th  NoTember  was  not  attended  with 
any-  external  noise ;  but  I  suppose  no  publication  seised  more 
speedll/  and  surely  on  the  attention  of  those  for  whose 
critical  taste  it  was  chiefly  intended.  At  the  Club  on  Tues- 
day, where  I  met  Sir  Joshua,  Dr.  Warren,  Lord  Ossory, 
Lord  Palmerston,  Windham,  and  Burke  In  the  chair,— 
Burke  was  so  fttll  of  his  anti.  French  revolution  rage,  and 
poured  it  oat  so  copiously,  that  we  had  almost  nothing  else. 
tie,  howerer,  found  time  to  praise  the  clearness  and  accuracr 
of  your  drunatic  history ;  and  Windliam  found  fault  with 

Jou  for  not  taking  the  profits  of  so  laborious  a  work.  Sir 
oshua  is  pleased,  though  he  would  gladly  hare  seen  more 
diMquisUkm^jon  understand  me  I  Mr.  Dalnea  Barrlngton 
is  exceedingly  gratified.  He  regrets  that  there  should  be  a 
dryness  between  you  and  StecTens.  as  you  ba?e  treated  him 
with  great  respect  1  understand  that,  m  a  short  time,  there 
will  not  be  one  of  your  books  to  be  had  for  Ioto  or  money. 

**  Dee.  7.  I  dfaied  last  Saturday  at  Sir  Joshua's  with  Mr. 
Burke,  his  lady,  son,  and  niece.  Lord  Palmerston,  Windham, 
Dr.  Lawrence,  Dr.  Blagden,  Dr.  Bumey,  Sir  Abraham 
Hume,  Sir  William  Scott.  I  sat  next  to  voung  Burke  at 
dinner,  who  said  to  me,  that  you  had  paid  nis  fitther  a  rery 
fine  compUmeot.  I  mentioned  Johnson,  to  mumd  If  there 
was  any  ofalectlon.  He  made  none.  In  the  evening  Burke 
told  me  he  had  read  your  Henry  VI..  with  aU  its  accom- 
paniment, and  It  was  'exceedingly  well  done.*  He  left  os 
for  some  time ;  I  suppose  on  some  of  his  cursed  politics  (  but 
he  returned  —  I  e<  him  again,  and  heard  tnm  his  lips  what, 
believe  me,  I  delighted  to  hear,  and  took  care  to  write  down 
soon  after.  *  I  have  read  his  History  of  the  Stage,  which  Is 
a  very  capital  piece  of  criticism  and  anti-agrariaaism.  I 
shall  now  read  all  Shakspeare  through,  in  a  very  dillbrent 
manner  from  what  I  have  yet  done,  when  I  have  lot  such  a 
commentator.'  Will  not  this  do  for  you,  my  friend  ?  Burke 
was  admirable  company  all  that  day.  He  never  once,  I  thiak, 
mentioned  the  French  revolution,  and  was  easy  with  me,  as 
in  damtqf  old, 

**  Dee.  1&  I  was  sadly  noitifled  at  the  Club  on  Tuesday, 
where  I  was  In  the  chair,  and  oa  opening  the  box  foand 
three  balk  ag^st  General  Burgoyne.  Prmeat,  besidea  «so^. 
Lord  Ossory,  Sir  Joshua  Bernolds,  Sir  Jotepk  BamMt,  Dr. 
Fordyce,  Dr.  Bumey,  young  Burke,  Courtenay,  Sieevem.  One 
of  the  balls,  I  do  believe,  was  put  into  the  mo  side  by  For- 
dyce by  mistake.  You  may  guess  who  put  in  the  other  two. 
The  Bishop  of  Carlisle  and  Dr.  Blagden  are  put  up.  I  doubt 
if  the  latter  will  be  admitted,  till  Burgoyne  gets  In  first.  My 
work  has  met  with  a  delay  for  a  UtUe  while— not  a  whole 
day,  however — by  an  unaccountable  neglect  in  having  paocr 
enough  in  readiness.  I  have  now  twrore  roe  p.  SS6.  My 
utmost  wish  is  to  come  forth  ou  Shrove  Tuesday  (6th  March). 
*  Wits  are  game  cocks,*  Ac.  Langton  is  In  town,  and  dines 
with  me  to-BMwrow  quietiy,  and  revlaes  his  CoUeetmmeaJ'* 
(P.66i.) 

1  John  Courtenay,  bora  la  Irelaad  la  1788.  He  was.  tbrough 
the  influence  of  Lords  Townsb<>nd  and  Thuiet,  M.  P.  mr 
Tamworth  and  Appleby,  from  1780  to  1807.  In  1806  he  was 
a  lord  of  the  treasury.    He  died  In  March,  181ft,  In  veiy 


No.  IV. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  BOSW£LL*S  LETTERS  TO  MR.  MALONE. 

iMr.  BonfeWt  Utten  lo  Mr.  MaUme,  vrrilten  vkOe  ike  Jini 
edUtom  ^  kis  Life  qf  JokuMOH  woe  poMshtg  through  the 
pretSt  ^rd  so  eurioms  a  wiew  of  hit  tituaiiom  tmd  tiale  qf 
mimd  ai  that  period,  thai  the  Editor  has  gtadlif  availed  him" 
se(^ef  Mr.  Upcoit*$  permiuion  lo  mohe  tome  eMtraetafrom 
the  MSS.  la  ikat  gendemam^t  coOeetiom.]  —  Wnionr. 

**£««d^Dec.4.1790.  Let  me  begin  with  mrselC  OnUieday 
after  your  departure,  that  most  friendly  fellow  >  Courtenay 
(beggfng  the  pardon  of  aa  H.P.  for  so  free  aa  epithet)  called 
oa  me,  and  took  my  word  and  honour  that,  till  the  1st  of 
March,  my  allowance  of  wine  per  diem  should  not  exceed 
four  good  glssses  at  dinner,  and  a  pint  after  it.:  and  this  I  have 
kept,  thoimh  I  have  diaed  with  Jack  Wilkes  \  at  the  Loadoo 
Tavern,  uter  the  launch  of  an  Indlaman ;  with  dear  Bd- 
wanls ;  DiUy ;  at  home  with  Courtenay ;  Dr.  Barrow ;  at  the 
mess  of  the  Coldstream  ;  at  the  Club ;  at  Warren  Hastings's; 
at  Hawkins  the  Cornish  member's ;  and  at  home  with  a 
colonel  of  the  guards,  Ac.  This  regmlattom  I  assure  you  Is  of 
CMentlal  advantage  in  many  respects.    The  Magmmm  pipws 

)•  S16.     A 


•'Jam.  18. 1791.  I  have  been  so  distarb«d  by 
matters,  that  my  mind  has  been  qofle  fkelftil :  UKd.  vbicb  I 
borrowed  and  Imit  to  a  first  cousin,  an  unlucky  esptib c(m 
Indlaman,  were  due  on  the  16th  to  a  merchant  Is  tb»  oty. 
I  could  not  possibly  raise  that  sum,  and  was  sMtehceslvtof 
beiag  hardly  used.  He,  however,  indulged  me  *fch  m 
allowaace  to  make  partial  payments :  ISoC  la  two  nsatk. 
160K.  la  eight  months,  aad  fte  remainder,  with  the  ImmMi. 
la  eighteen  months.  How  I  am  to  manage  lam  at  a  Iom, 
and  I  know  voo  cannot  help  me.  So  this,  upoo  m  hoBoar, 
Is  no  hint.  I  am  really  tempted  to  accept  of  the  IMU.  fv  ny 
Life  of  Johnson.    Yet  it  would  goto  my  heart  toMU  It  at  s 

See  whldi  I  think  much  too  low.  Let  ase  stmnls  sad 
pa.  I  cannot  be  out  on  Shram  Tmtedmg,  as  1  laitarsd  air- 
r.  P.  876.  of  Vol.  II.  Is  ordered  for  praas,  and  1  rxFCt 
another  proof  to-night.  Bot  I  have  yet  near  MO  ftgm  d 
copy  besidea  letters,  and  He  deatk,  which  Is  net  yet  eriaa. 
My  second  volume  wUl,  I  sec,  be  fbrty  or  fifty  pagss  tmm 
than  my  first.  Your  absence  Is  a  woftil  want  In  ail  fum. 
You  will,  1  dare  say,  perceive  a  difference  in  the  part  vbttft 
Is  revised  oaly  by  myself,  aad  la  which  saaay  mMertiemt  «il) 
appear.  My  spirits  are  at  present  bed :  hat  I  will  meaCMB  all 
I  can  recollect.*' 

*•  Jan.  90.  Yoa  wUl  find  this  a  mm.  aiifnn*h<  aad 
disagreeable  letter,  flbr  which  I  ask  yoar  pardon.  Bet  ^ 
vigour  of  mind  and  warmth  of  heart  make  year  ftlsadilui^  of 
such  consequence,  that  It  Is  drawn  apemlfte  a  bank.  I  ht«f . 
for  some  weeks,  had  the  moat  woAil  retufn  of  ■ilsartwly. 
insomuch  that  I  have  not  only  had  no  rcUsh  af  say  tkiag.  M 
a  continual  uneasiness,  and  all  the  ptoapect  bstnrn  aac  6r 
the  rest  of  life  has  seemed  gloomy  and  hopelaBS.  Tbetfaai 
of  mv  ailkirs  is  exceedingly  emharraaeed.    I  msBtiaaid  ts 

Irou  that  the  6001.  which  I  borrowed  aeveval  yeara  ar^  "^ 
eat  to  a  first  cousin,  an  unfortunate  India 
be  paid;  l&Of.  on  the  18th  of  Mardi,  I 
October,  and  8571. 16*.  6tf.  on  the  18eb  of 
debt  presses  upon  my  mind,  aad  It  is 
get  a  shilling  of  It  agahi.  The  clear 
reckon  out  of  mv  estate  la  scarcely  9001.  a 
do?  My  grave  Mother  niges  me  to qialt  1 
my  seat  In  the  country ;  where  be  think*  that  I  might  b*  *ih 
to  save  so  as  gradually  to  relieve  mysrif.  Bel,  aba !  I  ihfOtM 
be  abtolmiehf  miserable.  In  the  mean  time,  eiach  srv  mf 
prcdecta  and  sanguine  expectations,  that  yen  know  I  9»^ 


dM  \Htd 

Jnly.»9L  T^a 
tflsteOffw 
a  wkKk  I  <m 

IK-b^flnt 


chased  an  estate  which  was  given  lone  ago'io  a  yooi 
of  our  &mily.  and  obum  to  be  sold  last  aatuaaa.  and  fut 


it  8S0QI.  —  IMOr.  of  which  I  borrow  opon  itself  ky  s  »««• 
gage.  Bat  the  remainiag  lOOQI.  I  cannot  laaiiaiii  s  pM.. 
bility  of  ralsiag,  bat  by  the  mode  oC  anaoiiy ;  vhiEa  ik  i 
believe,  a  very  heavy  disadvantage.  I  own  It  was  Impiefc* 
In  me  to  make  a  clear  purchase  at  a  time  when  I  mm  M*r 
straitened ;  but  if  I  had  missed  thw  oppa«temi».  k 
again  would  have  occurred,  and  I  shoaaU  Imve 
see  an  ancient  appanage,  a  piece  of,  aa  It  wvre.  the  8b*  mA 
blood  of  the  ftmily,  lo  the  hands  of  a  atras«sr.  had  tm 
that  I  have  made  tne  purchase,  I  sh»nM  M  mpaM\^ 
despicable  should  1  give  it  up. 

**  In  this  situation,  then,  my  dear  Sir,  vtadd  ft  eat  te  v«» 
In  me  to  accept  of  1000  guineas  for  any  LMe  ol  fntaiiw  a^ 
posing  the  person  who  amde  the  oflbr  sbeoU  aew  SBPdw 
It,  which  I  fear  may  not  be  the  case ;  ftir  two  vaivam  mm  a* 
considered  as  a  disadvantageotts  ilinimslBBiaT  C*«^  : 
Indeed  raise  10001.  upoa  the  cradit  of  the  work.  I  i*«« 
iacline  to  gamu,  as  Sir  Joshaa  says  ;  frrrentt  It  ea^  F**^ 
double  the  money,  thourii  Steevens  timdlg  laDa  mr  iM  i 
have  over-printed,  and  that  the  earteaity  sftosa  Jeam«  t 
mow  only  in  our  own  drde.  Prag  decide  Itar  me ;  «<  1  •• 
I  suppose, you  ara  for  my  taking  the  a*r. laAasm mm*  m 
whom  I  am  to  treet.  In  my  present  state  ef  splrtBa.  I  an  al 
timidity.  Your  absence  has  has  a  mm^mmmm^mmwf  I 
am  at  present  quite  at  a  loas  what  to 
gave  me  six  sheets.  1  have  now  heftwa 
yet  I  have  above  lOOpagea  of  my  eow 
deaih,  which  Is  yet  to  he  written,  and 
there  roooa,  as  also  sevcn-«nd-tiiii^  I 
twenty  to  Dr.  Brocklesby,  most  of  Which  wiB  tanim  «v 


extracts.    1  am  advised  to  extract 
and  leave  out  some}  Ibr  my  first 

Kfes,  and  to  have  800  la  the 
ides  inereastag  the  exi 
Indeed  has  devised 
volume,  by  prffiximg  the  Index.    I 
but  one  compositor.    Indeed,  I  go 
lessl  V  about  my  woih.    As  I 
losiging  look. 


hnmMe  drraaistaaoes.   There  Is  an 
notice  of  him  \»  Sir  J.  MackiaieA, » 
lleHev  el  Dr.  JUhasea's  OUrawti/* 
butthereU 


Afpehdix.] 
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I  Mcvniff  huml 


1 


**  I  am  to  encsel  a  leaf  of  the  flnt  ? 
that  thouch  Sir  Jotbua  ccitaialy  amired  ne 
jwcloo  to  my  menttontnf  that  Joboioo  wrota  a  dcdteatkm 
for  him,  ha  nam  tUolu  othcrwiM.  Id  that  leaf  oocnn  tba 
mention  of  Jobneoo  kavfaaa  wrlttoi  to  Dr.  Laland,  thaakioj 
the  UniverakT  of  DubUnftir  tlieir  diploaaa.  What 
MjMtob?  IhaTttaUoroomtottatetbortlythaanacdotaor 
the  collate  cook,  wbleh  I  beg  yoa  m^  get  tor  ma.  1  shall 
be  very  anxloiM  till  1  bear  Aram  yon. 

**  Having  harnind  jaa  with  eo  modi  aboot  myMlf,  I  lmv« 
left  no  room  for  any  thing  dee.  Wa  bad  a  numaroiu  dob 
on  Tueeday :  Fos  in  tiw  chair,  quoting  Homar  and  Fielding, 
he.  to  tha  utoobbment  of  Jo.  Wartoo ;  wlm,  with  fiangtoo 
and  Savaid,  ala  a  plain  bit  with  me.  In  my  new  hooaa,  laat 
Saturday.  Sir  Joaboa  baa  pot  op  Dr.  Lawrence,  who  wiU 
be  black-balled  «  sore  aa  be  esiata.! 

•*  We  dined  on  Wedneaday  at  Sir  Joabua'a ;  thiiteon  wOk- 
mt  Mlaa  P.  Hlmeelf.  Blagden.  Batt,  [Lawrence.]  BrUlne, 
Langton,  Dr.  Waiton,  Metcalf,  Dr.  Lawrence,  bis  bcotlMr, 
a  clergyman,  8ir  Cbarlm  BonlrarT,  myadf.'* 

**  Fek.  10.     Yoora  of  the  Sth  readied  ma  yaatatday. 
I  blatantly  want  to  the  Don.  who  pordiaaed  Cor  yon  at  the 
offlce  of  Hasard  and  Ca  a  half,  atamped  by  goremmc 
warranted  nndrawn,  of  No.O,lftS.  tai  tlie  English 
Lottery.    I  have  marked  on  the  back  of  It,  *  Kdmond,  H 
rietta,  and  Catherine  Maloae,*  and  If   Fortune  will  not 
CsTour  thoae  three  onited,  I  shall  blame  her.     Tbla  half 
•hall  lie  in  my  boraau  with  my  one  whole  one,  till  you  de- 
sire It  to  be  placed  elsewberr.    The  cost,  with  registration. 
Is  8/.  ISs.  M.    A  bdf  U  dwaya  nroportiooaUy  dearer  than  a 
whoio.    1  boogbt  my  ticket  at  Nicholson's  the  day  before, 
and  paid  Ifil.  w.  for  it.    1  did  not  look  at  the  nomber,  hot 
sealed  It  up.    In  the  evening  a  band4>IH  waa  dreulated  by 
Nkbolaoo,  that  a  ticket  the  day  before  sold  at  bis  oOce  for 
16/.  fle.  was  drawn  a  nriia  of  HXOL     The  nnmbe 
mentioned  In  the  hand-bOI.    I  bad  resolred  not  to 
what  mine  was  till  after  the  drawing  of  the  lottcrr  was 
floiftbed,  tliat  I  might  not  reodre  a  tmddm  shock  of  blank  \ 
hue  thia  unexpected  drenmsianee,  wbldi  dated  me  by  cdco- 
laciog  that  mine  muat  certdoly  be  one  of  100,  or  at  moat  V» 
■old  by  Nlcbolaon  the  day  bcifore.  made  me  look  at  the  two 
tMMtJt^mrtt  of  it  I  which,  das  1  were  48,  whereas  those  of  tlie 
fortunate  eoe  were  S3.    I  hare  remanded  my  ticket  to  iu 
iMTTvcy.    O I  could  I  bat  get  a  few  tho<isanda.  what  a  dlf. 
fercncw  would  it  make  upon  my  state  of  mhid,  which  is 
harassed  by  thinking  of  my  debts.    I  am  aaxlooa  to  beer 
your  determination  as  to  my  Jf^gMnn  Owm.    I  am  veiy 
rtrf  anwiUIng  to  part  with  the  pronertr  of  it,  and  oertdnty 
wnuld  not,  if  I  oouM  but  get  credit  ior  lOOOit.  for  three  or 
four  ycara.    Gould  yon  not  assist  me  in  that  way,  on  the 
B#«ttrfty  of  the  book,  and  of  an  assignment  to  one  bdfof  my 
rmu.  fOQI.,  which,  upon  my  honour,  are  dwavs  due,  and 
would  be  /orthcomhug  In  case  of  my  decease  f   I  witf  not 
•(»li.  till  I  have  your  answer  aa  to  tbli^ 

*•  On  Toesday  we  had  a  Club  of  devas ~Lotda  Loean  (la 
th«>  chdr),  Osaory.  Macartney.  Eliot,  Bbhop  of  Clonfeit, 
T'Hinc  Burke,  myself.  Coortcnay.  Windham.  Sir  Joshua,  and 
<  harioa  Fox,  who  takes  to  us  exccedindy,  and  asked  to  have 
dinner  a  tittle  later ;  so  it  was  to  be  at  half>paat  ftve.  Burke 
bad  lAMie  great  Interest  for  bla  drum  major,  and,  would  yon 
believe  it?  bad  not  Coortenay  and  I  been  there,  he  would 
have  t>e«n  ehoaen.  I  am  strangely  Ul,  and  doubt  if  even  yoo 
eu<ild  dispd  the  demoniac  Influence.  I  have  now  before  ose 
p.  4MH.  in  print :  and  913  pages  of  the  copy  only  Is  exhausted, 
and  there  remdns  00,  besides  the  dralA;  as  to  which  I  shdl 
b»  cofMHse,  though  solemn.  Pray  bow  shall  I  wind  ap  ? 
Shall  I  give  the  ekmrader  from  my  Tour,  somewhat  cn- 

^F^6.  so.     I  have  not  seen  Sir  Joshua  I  Ihfaik  for 


I 


a    fortnlghL    1  have  been  worse  than  yoa  en  poadblir 
Imaclue.  or  I  hope  eter  shdl  be  able  to  Imagine ;  which 
noman  can  do  without  exprriendng  the  malady.    It  baa 
tuta  for  some  tfane  painAil  to  me  to  be  in  compeny.    I,  bow- 
«^rr    am  a  little  better,  and  to  meet  Sir  Joshua  te^lay  at 
dinner  at  Mr.  Danee'a,  and  shdl  toU  him  that  be  Is  to  have 
mod  Irish  daret.  ...  ... 

••  I  am  in  a  dlstrassloc  perplexltv  bow  to  deride  as  to  tba 
oroowrty  of  my  book.  You  must  know,  that  I  am  Mr«e«a%r 
it'r^rned  thata  certain  person  who  deUghla  in  mischief  baa 
tv.«.iB  demrtd^Umt  i^  so  that  I  fear  the  sab  of  It  saay  be  vary 
du»>MMU.  Thee  tmrnrtor  and  two  gmimeas  aoond  is  an  darm. 
inc  manner.  I  believe.  In  my  present  fraase,  I  should  aooapt 
^«  #>n  of  flOQf. ;  for  I  suspect  that  were  I  now  to  talk  to 
Roixnson,  1  should  And  him  not  disposed  to  give  lOOQL  Did 
!,«  abaoluidy  4^  It.  or  did  he  only  expram  himadf  so  as 
tHaC  you  eomOrndtd  be  would  give  H  ?  The  preasln|  dream* 
Ul^Jf  U.  that  I  mmii  lay  down  lOOW.  br  the  1st  ol  May.  on 
•ccMsnt  of  the  porchaae  of  land,  which  mv  old  Ihmlly  en* 
rl>«a*lasm  urged  me  to  make.  Too,  I  doutt  not,  have  ftiU 
ranAd««ee  In  my  honeaty.  May  I  then  aak  voa  If  yoa  could 
V^uare  to  join  with  ma  la  a  bond  for  that  sam,aa  then  I 


s   I>r.  Lawienee  was  bladuballed.  and  dU  not  . 
tf^tnbrr  of  the  Club  till  December  1003.  —  Wiiorr. 
a   See  mmii,  p.  160.  a.^l.  and  100.  a.  1.     Mr.  Hamlltoa*B 
tncraasea  cor  regret  at  not  being  dile  to  pane- 


take  mr  chance,  and,  aa  Sir  Joahna  Ba9x,gaaarwith 
my  book?  upon  my  honour,  your  tdling  me  tliat  yon 
cannot  comply  with  what  I  propose  will  not  In  the  least 
surprise  me,  or  make  any  manner  of  diflbrrace  «  to  my 
opinion  of  yooriHendahlp.  I  mean  to  ask  Sir  Joshua  if  he 
wiU  Join ;  for  taideed  I  should  be  vexed  to  seU  my  Jiagwaas 
Opmt  Car  a  great  deal  lem  than  Ita  Intrinsic  vdue.  I  meant 
to  publish  on  Shrove  Toesday ;  but  if  I  can  get  out  within 
the  month  of  March  I  shall  be  satlaOed.  1  have  now,  I  think, 
or  Jhe  sheeu  to  print,  which  ariU  make  my  second 
§75  pagca.  But  1  ahall  have  more  cancda. 
mortal  W.  G.  H.*  la  not  aatisfled  with  my 
leport  of  aome  particulars  wkkA  I  wraU  dsisn  fmm  kir  eww 
asMlO,  and  la  eo  moch  agitated,  that  Cooften^  baa  pcr- 
Boaded  me  to  aUow  a  nne  *Mmm  of  them  by  R.  hlasseif  to 
be  made  at  B.*s  expense.  Berides,  It  has  occurred  to  lae. 
that  whan  I  maothm  'a  JMrrvry  i^mid.*  bj  Bolt  the  hia- 
in  golaa  to  DohUn,  mm  publishing  Akeoaide's 
ofthe  Imagination,  with  hb  own  name  (pi  131.},  1 
may  not  be  able  to  authenticde  it.  aa  Johnaon  b  deed,  and 
he  maj  have  relationa  who  may  lake  it  op  as  an  oflbnce.  per- 
hapa  a  UbeL  Coortenay  soggmta,  that  you  may  perhapa  get 
iatdUgeoee  whether  H  waa  trwe.  The  Bbhop  of  Dromore 
can  probably  tell,  aa  he  knows  a  graat  ded  about  Bolt,  la 
caae  of  doubt,  should  I  not  cancel  tlie  leaf,  and  cither  omit 
the  curloos  anecdote  or  give  it  «  a  story  which  Johnson 
laoghhiglv  told  as  having  drcnlated  ?  ** 

"JleroiO.  I  have  before  me  your  9ohmlftr  letter  of 
February  Mth,  and  one  of  Oth  current,  which,  if  you  havedated 
it  right,  baa  come  with  wonderful  expedition.  Yoo  may  be 
perfectly  sure  that  I  have  not  the  smdlest  feult  to  And  with 
yoor  dislnclinatioo  to  come  again  under  any  pecuniary  en- 
gagements for  others,  after  having  suflbred  so  much  DUly 
proposes  that  he  and  Baldwin  ahould  each  adrance  SOU.  on 
the  credit  of  my  book;  and  If  they  do  so,  I  shdl  manage  wdl 
enough,  for  I  now  And  that  I  can  have  OOOf  .  In  Scotland  on 
the  credit  of  my  ranU;  and  thoa  Ishdl  get  the  lOOIV.  paid  la 
May. 

**  Too  would  observe  some  stupid  Hncs  on  Mr.  Burke  In 
the  *  Grade*  to  Mr.BotweUJ  I  InstanUy  wrote  to  Mr. 
Burke,  expressing  my  Indignation  at  such  Impertineneeu  and 
had  next  morning  a  most  obliging  answer.  Sir  William 
Scott  told  me  I  could  have  no  l^|d  redress.  So  I  went 
cME^r  to  Bell,  and  he  promised  to  mention  ham4mmtig  that 
Jmmer  Borweli^  Eaf.  wm  not  the  auUior  of  the  llnca.  The 
note,  bowerer,  on  the  subject  was  a  second  impertinence. 
Bat  I  can  do  notbfaig.  I  wish  Fox,  In  hb  biU  upon  Ubels, 
would  make  a  beery  pcndty  the  conseoucnce  of  forging  any 
person's  name  to  any  compositioo,  which,  in  reality,  such  a 
tri^  amounts  to. 

"  In  tlie  olabt  between  the  last  of  Febtoary  and  first  of 
thb  month.  1  had  a  sodden  relief  from  the  Inexplicable  dls> 
order,  wbidi  oecaslondly  doods  my  mind  ano  makea  ma 
miserable,  and  it  Is  amaaJag  how  wdl  I  have  been  since. 
Tour  friendly  admonition  as  to  excess  In  wine  Aas  been  often 
too  applicable ;  bat  upon  thb  laie  oocadon  I  erred  on  the 
other  side.  However,  aa  I  am  now  ftee  from  my  realrictioa 
to  Courtenav,  I  shdl  be  much  upon  my  guard ;  for,  to  tell 
Che  truth,  I  did  go  too  deep  the  day  before  yceterday  t  having 
dined  with  Mkbad  Angelo  Taylor,  and  then  supped  at  the 
London  Tavern  with  the  stewards  of  the  Humane  Society, 
and  continued  till  I  know  not  what  hour  in  the  morning. 
John  Nicbob  was  joyous  to  a  pitch  of  bacchanalian  vivacity. 
I  am  to  dine  with  him  next  Monday ;  an  cxedleot  dty  party, 
AUerman  Curtis,  Deputv  Birch,  ftc  ftc  I  rded  him  gently 
on  bis  saying  so  little  of  your  Shakspaare.^  He  b  ready  to 
receive  more  ample  notice.  You  may  depend  on  voarbaflnf 
whatever  reviews  that  mention  yoo  sent  directly*  Havel 
told  you  that  Murphy  has  written  *  An  Bsmy  on  the  Life  and 
Writings  of  Dr.  Johnson,'  to  be  preflxed  to  the  new  edition 
of  his  works  ?  He  wrote  It  In  a  month,  and  has  received 
30Qf.  for  it.  I  am  quite  resolved  now  to  keep  the  property  of 
my  Magmmm  Omu  /  and  I  flatter  myidf  I  shdl  not  repent  It. 

^  Mr  title,  as  we  settled  it,  b '  The  Life  of  Semnd  Johnson, 
LL.0.,  comprehending  an  aceoont  of  hb  stndlee  and 
various  works,  hi  chranologlcd  order,  hb  conversations  with 
many  eminent  persons,  a  serka  of  hb  lettera  to  edebrated 
men.  and  severd  oridnal  niacas  of  hb  compoaltlon :  the 
whole  exhibiting  a  view  of  literature  and  Htcrary  asen  In 
Great  Britabi,  for  near  hdf  a  ocntnry.  during  which  be 
flourished.'  It  will  be  very  kind  If  yoo  wUI  stalest  what  yet 
occurs.  1  hoped  to  have  nablbhed  to-d^  (  but  k  will  ba 
about  a  month  yet  before  I  launch.** 

**  JtovO  IS.  Bdng  the  depoaftotr  «f  yoor  chanoe  In  the 
lottery,  I  am  under  the  dbafraaabfa  neecaalty  of  commonl- 
eatlng  the  bad  news  that  It  has  bean  drawn  a  Masi*.  I  am 
verr  sorry,  both  on  vour  aceoont  and  that  ef  yoor  sbtars, 
and  my  own :  for  nad  your  share  of  good  fomma  been 
SI08I.  I)s.4d.  Ishoohl  have  hoped  for  a  loan  to  accommodrte 
■M.  As  It  It,  I  ahdl,  as  I  wrote  to  you,  be  enabled  to 
my  diflcttttles  for  some  time :  but  I  am  atiU  in  great 


tvato  the  sceret  of  bb  pdMed  transacthms  with  Job 
It  waa  dearly  somathfaig  thd  ha  dU  not  Uka  to  Nf«d. 
CaoKaa. 
*  Vlx.hithe 
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[Afkhbidix.  I    ' 


,  Dee.  4. 1790.  Let  ma  begin  with  niTtelt  On  tbedtj 
after  voor  depaitnrt,  that  no«t  ftiendlT  fellow  >  CoartenaV 
(iMggfng  Che  perdon  of  an  M.P.  for  lo  me  an  eolthet)  callea 
on  ne,  and  took  my  word  and  booour  that,  till  the  lit  of 
March,  mj  allowance  of  wine  per  diem  tboald  not  exceed 
four  food  glaatei  at  dinner,  and  a  pint  after  It.:  and  thli  I  hare 
kept,  though  I  hare  dined  with  Jack  WUket  ( at  the  London 
TaTom,  uler  the  laanch  of  an  Indlaman  {  with  dear  Bd- 
wardf ;  Dillr ;  at  home  with  Courtenaj  {  Dr.  Barrow ;  at  the 
mets  of  the  Cmdstream  ;  at  the  Clab ;  at  Warren  Hastlngi't; 
at  Hawklni  the  Comleh  member'i ;  and  at  home  with  a 
colonel  of  the  goardf,  Ac.  This  regmkuiom  I  asfore  joa  Is  of 
essential  adrantage  In  many  respects.  The  Mapmm  Ofut 
adrances.  I  have  revised  p.  816.  The  additions  which  I 
hare  received  are  a  Spanish  quotaUoo  f^oro  Mr.  Cambridge 
(p.  7tt.) ;  an  account  of  Johnson  at  Warlej  Camp  from  Mr. 
Langton  (p.  618.) ;  and  Johnson's  letters  to  Mr.  Hastings— 
three  in  all —one  of  them  long  and  admirable  (p.  676.)  \  bat 
what  sets  the  diamonds  in  para  gold  of  Ophlr  Is  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Hasttaigs  to  me  (p.  676.),  Illustrating  them  and  their 
writer.  I  had  this  day  the  booour  of  a  long  visit  from  the 
late  flovemor^eneral  of  India.  There  is  to  tw  no  more  Im- 
peachment. But  fott  will  see  hb  character  nobly  vindicated. 
Depend  upon  this. 

"And  now  for  my  friend.  The  appearance  of  Malone's 
Shakspeare  on  the  19th  November  was  not  attended  with 
any  external  noise  s  but  I  suppose  no  publication  seised  more 
speedily  and  surely  on  the  attention  of  those  for  whose 
critical  taste  it  was  chiefly  intended.  At  the  Club  on  Tues- 
day, where  I  met  Sir  Joshua,  Dr.  Warren,  Lord  Ossory, 
Lord  Paimerston,  Windham,  and  Burke  in  the  chair,— 
Burke  was  so  fiill  of  his  and.  French  revolution  rage,  and 

Kmred  it  out  so  copiously,  that  we  had  almost  nothing  else. 
e,  however,  found  time  to  praise  the  clearness  and  aocuracr 
of  your  dramatic  history ;  and  Windham  found  fkult  with 

50U  for  not  taking  the  profits  of  so  laborious  a  work.  Sir 
oshua  is  pleased,  though  he  would  gladly  have  seen  more 
dhqmisHion—joa  understand  me  I  Mr.  Daines  Barringtoo 
is  exceedingly  gratified.  He  regrets  that  there  should  be  a 
dryness  between  you  and  Steevens,  as  tou  have  treated  him 
with  great  respect.  I  understand  that,  in  a  short  time,  there 
will  not  be  one  of  your  books  to  be  had  for  love  or  money. 

"  Dee.  7.  I  dfaied  last  Saturday  at  Sir  Joshua's  with  Mr. 
Burke,  his  lady,  son,  and  niece.  Lord  Paimerston,  Windham, 
Dr.  Lawrence.  Dr.  Blagden.  Dr.  Bumey,  Sir  Abraham 
Hume,  Sir  William  ScoU.  1  sat  next  to  voang  Burke  at 
dinner,  who  said  to  roe,  that  you  had  paid  bis  &ther  a  very 
fine  compliment.  1  mentioned  Johnson,  to  mmmd  if  there 
was  any  objection.  He  made  none.  In  the  evening  Buike 
told  me  he  had  read  your  Henry  VI.,  with  all  its  accom- 
paniment, and  it  was '  exceedingly  well  done.*  He  left  us 
ror  some  time ;  I  suppose  on  some  of  his  cursed  politics  t  but 
he  returned  —  I  ol  blm  again,  and  heard  from  hb  lips  what, 
believe  me,  I  delighted  to  hear,  and  took  care  to  write  down 
soon  after.  '  I  have  read  his  History  of  the  Stage,  which  is 
a  very  capital  piece  of  criticism  and  antl-agrulanism.  I 
shall  now  read  all  Shakspeare  through,  in  a  very  different 
manner  tnm  what  I  have  vet  done,  when  1  have  aot  such  a 
commentator.*  Will  not  tbis  do  for  you,  my  fHeno  ?  Burke 
was  admlralrieeompany  all  that  day.  He  never  once,  I  think, 
mentioned  tlie  Frmcb  revolution,  omI  was  easy  with  me,  as 
in  rfiiyf  nfold, 

**Dec.  1&  I  was  sadly  moitlfled  at  the  Club  on  Tuesday, 
where  I  was  In  the  chair,  and  on  opening  the  box  fbund 
three  balls  agidnst  General  Burgovne.  Present,  besidee  asotf. 
Lord  Ossory,  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  Sir  Joaepk  Banks,  Dr. 
Fordyoe,  Dr.  Bumey.  young  fiuike,  Courtenay,  Sleevem,  One 
of  the  balls,  I  do  believe,  was  put  Into  the  mo  side  by  For- 
dyce  by  mistake.  You  may  guess  who  put  in  the  other  two. 
The  Bishop  of  Carlisle  and  Dr.  Blagden  are  put  up.  I  doubt 
if  tbe  latter  will  be  admitted,  till  Burgqyne  cets  in  first.  My 
work  has  met  with  a  delay  fbr  a  litUe  while — not  a  whole 
day,  however — by  an  unaccountable  neglect  In  having  paper 
enough  in  readiness.  I  have  now  before  me  p.  S56.  My 
utmost  wbh  b  to  come  forth  on  Shrove  Tuesday  (6th  March). 
'  Wits  are  game  cocks,*  Ac.  Langton  is  In  town,  and  dinei 
with  me  to>morrow  quietly,  and  revises  hb  CoUeekmeaJ'* 
(p.  664.) 


>  John  Courtenay,  bom  in  Ireland  In  1788.  He  was,  th 
the  Infiueoce  of  Lords  Townshmd  and  Thanet,  M.  P. 
Tam  worth  and  Appleby,  from  1780  to  1807.    In  1806  he 
a  lord  of  the  treasury.    He  died  bi  March,  1816,  In  very 


or 


No.  IV. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  BOSW£LL*S  LETTERS  TO  MR.  MALONR, 

TMr.  BotweWt  Utten  to  Mr.  Malone,  wHUen  vkOe  tke  MH  -Jam.  18. 1791.  I  have  been  so  dbtnrbfd  by 
e^itiam  of  ki$  Life  ^  Jokmeom  tpo*  poMHng  thremgk  the  matters,  that  my  mfaHl  has  been  quite  fretful  x  Wd.  mhA  I 
pre»»,  q0brd  $o  euHoua  a  9iew  qf  Mi  sOmaUom  amd  UaU  qf  borrowed  and  lent  to  a  first  cousin,  an  unlucky  cs^tila  dm 
mint  at  tkatmeriod,  that  the  Editor  has  glad^  availed  him'  Indlaman.  were  due  on  the  18th  to  a  merchant  ia  tto  dty. 
M^^  Mr.  UpeottM  permiuiom  lo  miake  aomu  egtraettfrom  I  could  not  poesiblv  raise  that  sum,  and  was  apprshiaslw  d 
ike  MSS.  In  tkaitemdemam*i  eoOeetiom.^  —  Wuobt.  being  hardly  used.     He,  however,  taidolfed  ms  viik  « 

allowance  to  make  partial  payments ;  I6QL  In  twoamtik 
1601.  In  eight  months,  and  the  remainder,  with  thelslsraNi, 
in  eighteen  months.  How  I  am  to  asanage  lam  al  •  la^ 
and  I  know  vou  cannot  help  me.  So  this,  upee  w  ksaew. 
Is  no  hint.  I  am  really  tempted  to  accept  of  the  Iflnc  tw«r 
Life  of  Johnson.    Yet  it  would  ao  to  my  heart  to  aril  it  ait 

erice  which  I  think  much  too  low.  Let  me  stranb  mi 
ope.  I  cannot  be  out  on  Skrooe  T^ndnm,  as  I  laltcnd  »^ 
self.  P.  S7&  of  Vol.  H.  b  ordered  fbr  prces,  and  1  etfm 
another  proof  tCKuight.  But  I  have  ym  near  160  pa^  d 
copy  besides  letters,  and  tke  dmk,  which  b  not  yei 
My  second  volume  will,  I  see,  be  fbrty  or  fifty  pa) 
than  my  first.  Your  absence  b  a  wofbl  want  ta  all 
You  will,  I  dare  say,  perceive  a  dUTereDce  in  the  part  eUel 
b  revised  only  by  myself,  and  In  which  many  auerttem  •)! 
appear.  My  spirits  are  at  present  bod:  bat  1  will  msattaa^ 
I  can  recollect.*' 

**  Jam.  90.  Yoa  wlU  find  this  a  aaoot  drnfondbg  wk 
disagreeable  letter,  fbr  which  I  ask  your  pardfls.  B«  jow 
vigour  of  mind  and  warmth  of  heart  make  josv  IHeadsNp  d 
such  consequence,  that  it  b  drawn  upoalfte  a  hank.  I  law, 
for  aome  weeks,  had  the  most  woAu  retnm  of  arttancMy. 


J 
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Insomuch  that  I  have  not  only  had  no  relbh  of  any  utaf.! 
a  continual  uneasiness,  and  all  the  praeped  bciorv  ■•  I 
tbe  rest  of  lifis  has  seemed  glooany  and  bcpebas.   ThtsBk 
of  mv  alBdrs  Is  exceedingly  cmbarraaaed.    I  wmMmed  ts 

Irou  that  the  6001.  which  Iborrowed  several  years  afo.  mi 
ent  to  a  first  cousin,  an  unfortunate  Indb  captam,  mart  warn 
be  paid;  1801.  on  the  18th  of  ManA,  1601. on  tbr  Ifthrf 
October,  and  8871. 16t.  6rf.  on  the  18th  of  July,  1791 
debt  presses  upon  my  mind, and  It  Is  oocOTtafai  if  I  shall< 
get  a  shilling  of  It  again.  The  dear  aooay  en  which  1  cm 
reckon  out  of  mv  estate  Is  scarcely  MQf.  a  year.  Whsl  am  I 
do  ?  My  grave  brother  nraes  me  to  quit  LocMlaa,aBd  iHt  d 
my  seat  in  the  country}  where  he  thinks  that  I  migte  hr  ^m 
to  save  so  as  graduallr  to  relieve  myeelf.  But,  ala* !  I  dadt 
be  aktoluiekf  miserable.  In  the  B«an  tf  ma.  toA  v  mf 
projecu  ana  sanguine  expectatloaa,  that  you  kaov  1  f^ 
chased  an  estate  which  was  given  looig  ago  lo  a  yeoaf«v  im 
of  our  iMnily.  and  came  to  be  sold  last  aatnnm.  mifdi^ 
It  S&OOf.  -  laoot.  of  which  I  borrow  npoo  karif  bf  a  Ml* 
gage.  But  the  remaining  lOOQL  I  eanool  eauettve  a  yve* 
bliity  of  rabinc.  bat  by  the  asode  of  arauHy  ;  atoeft  K I 
believe,  a  veir  heavy  diaadvantage.  I  own  it  was  tofnOitf 
in  me  lo  meke  a  clear  purchase  at  a  dme  when  I  wai  m^ 


straitened ;  but  if  I  had  missed  the  opswuiurtly.  k  bmt 
again  would  have  occurred,  and  I  shooM  have  baca  wui  n 
see  an  ancient  apnaaage.  a  piece  oC  aa  it  were,  ths  ftaftarf 


see  an  ancient  appanage,  a  piece  oC  aa  it 
blood  of  tbe  fhmlly.  In  the  hands  of  a 
that  I  have  made  the  purchase,  I  ahoi 
despicable  should  I  give  It  up. 

**  In  this  situation,  then,  my  dear  Sb*,  weoM  fe  eat  hi  «m 
In  me  to  accept  of  1000  gnlneaa  far  ny  Life  of  Jeftoao^  a^ 
posing  the  person  who  aaade  the  odfcr  should  aaw  tamt  •• 
It,  which  I  fear  may  not  be  the  case ;  ftar  two 
cottsldered  as  a  aisadvantageoua  drcn 
Indeed  raise  lOOQI.  upon  the  credit  of 
Incline  to  gam^,  as  Sir  Joshua  says  ;  bacanae  It 
double  the  money,  though  S 
have  over-printed,  and  tbal 
mow  only  In  our  own  circle.  Piaf 
I  suppose,  you  are  fbr  my  taking  tbe 
whom  I  am  to  treat,  in  my 
timidity.  Your  absenee  hm 
am  at  present  quite  at  a  loas  what  lo 
gave  me  six  sheets.    1  have 


yet  I  have  above  100  pages  of  my  copy 

deatA^  which  b  yet  to  be  wrltteo,  and 

there  roooa,  aa  also  seveD.«Dd.thirty 

twenty  to  Dr.  Brocklesby.  moat  of  wkleh  wfB 

extracts.    1  am  advised  to  cztrael  aaveral  ef  i 

and  leave  out  some  i  fbr  my  fint 

pages,  and  to  have  600  In  the 

besides  increasing  the  exi 

indeed  has  devised  an  Igginiuaa  waip 

volume,  by  pt^fiaimg  the  Index.    I  ~ 

but  one  compoeitor.    Indeed,  I  go 

lesslr  about  my  work.   As  1  pom  ymv~ioar'l  m« 

longing  look. 


humble  drcumatanoea.   There  b  «a 
notice  of  him  by  Sir  J.  Mackloloah, 
Review  ef  Dr.  Jotmam*e 
but  there  b  not 
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Ptocmwl  him,  noC  only  la  bli  own  country. 

Bat  also  fyom  foreign  nations, 

Th«  highest  nuirks  of  estann. 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord 

1766. 

The  SMh  of  his  life. 

After  a  long  and  extremely  paioftal  Illness, 

Which  he  supported  with  admirable  patience  and  fortttode, 

He  died  at  Rome, 

Where,  notwithstanding  the  diflhrenea  of  religion. 

Such  extraordinary  honours  were  paM  to  his  memory. 

As  had  nerw  graeed  that  of  any  ether  British  sat^ect. 

Since  the  death  of  Sir  Philip  Sydney. 
The  fluae  he  left  behind  him  Is  the  beet  comolatioo 
To  his  afflicted  bmily. 
And  to  his  countrymen  In  this  Isle, 
For  whose  bauefit  he  had  planned 
Many  uaeftil  improrements. 
Which  his  fruitful  genius  suggested. 
And  his  actife  spirit  promoted. 
Under  the  sober  direction 
Of  a  clear  and  enlightened  understandiof . 
Reader,  bewail  our  loss. 
And  that  of  all  Britain. 
In  testimony  of  her  love. 
And  at  the  best  return  she  can  make 
To  her  departed  son. 
For  the  constant  teoidemess  and  afflKtioo 
Which,  even  to  his  last  moments. 
He  showed  for  her. 
His  much  afflicted  mother. 
The  LADY  MARGARET  MACDONALD, 
Daughter  to  the  Earl  of  RgUntouna, 
Erected  this  monument, 
A.  D.  176B. 

This  extraordinary  young  man,  whom  I  had  the  pleuare 
of  knowing  Intimately,  having  been  deeply  regretted  by  hia 
country,  the  moet  minute  particulars  conceriung  him  must 
he  interesting  to  nuny.  I  shall  therefore  insert  his  two  last 
lettrrt  to  his  mother.  Lady  Margaret  Macdonald,  which  her 
ladyship  has  bean  pleaacd  to  communicate  to  me. 

•la  IAMBS  UAOOOUAID  TO  LADT  KAIOABCT. 

**  Rome,  9tii  July,  17«. 
**  Mr  DlAB  Monm,  —  Tetterday's  poat  brought  me  roar 
antwer  to  the  llrst  letter,  In  which  I  acquainted^  yoo  of  my 
illn«M.  Your  tenderness  and  concern  upon  that  account  are 
ih(*  tame  I  have  always  experienced,  and  to  which  I  have 
oftm  owed  my  life.  Indeed  it  never  was  In  so  great  danger 
a  •  it  has  been  lately ;  and  though  It  would  have  t>een  a  very 
grr-at  comfort  to  me  to  have  had  you  near  me,  yet  perhaps  1 
ought  to  rfjoice,  on  your  account,  that  you  had  not  the  pain 
of  f  uch  a  spectacle.  I  have  been  now  a  week  In  Rome,  and 
wuh  I  could  continue  to  give  you  the  same  good  accounts  of 
ray  recovery  as  I  did  In  my  last ;  but  1  must  own  that,  for 
three  days  past,  1  have  been  In  a  very  weak  and  miserable 
•ufce.  which  however  seems  to  give  no  uneasiness  to  my  phy- 
•tcion.  My  stomach  has  been  greatly  out  of  order,  wltnout 
any  visible  cause ;  and  the  palpitation  does  not  decrease.  I 
am  told  that  my  stomach  will  soon  recover  its  tone,  and  that 
Che  palpiution  must  cease  In  time.  So  I  am  willing  to  be- 
lieve ;  and  with  this  hope  support  the  little  remains  of  spirits 
vrhlch  I  can  be  supposed  to  have,  on  the  forty-seventh  oay  of 
•uch  an  illness.  Do  not  Imagine  I  have  relapsed  (  I  only  r»> 
rover  slower  than  I  expecteu.  If  my  letter  la  shorter  than 
iiaiial.  the  cause  of  It  Is  a  dose  of  physic,  which  has  weakened 
me  BA  much  to-day,  that  I  am  not  able  to  write  a  long  letter. 
I  will  make  up  for  It  next  post,  and  remain  always  your  moat 
elnoercly  aflbctlonate  son,  **  J.  Macdonald.*' 

fie  grew,  however,  gradually  worse ;  and  on  the  nifbt  ba- 
fove  hit  death  he  wrote  as  follows  from  Frescati : 

**  Mr  DXAa  MoTBtB,.-.  Though  I  did  not  mean  to  dacelva 

CIn  my  last  letter  Itom  Rome,  yet  certainly  you  would 
a  very  Uttlersasootoconcludeofthe  very  great  and  oon- 
•tant  danger  I  have  gone  through  ever  since  that  time.  My 
i  ifp.  which  Is  atill  almost  entirely  desperate,  did  not  at  that 
time  appear  to  me  so.  otherwise  1  should  have  represented, 
I  n  Ita  true  colours,  a  raet  which  acquires  very  little  horror  1^ 
chat  meane,  and  cornea  with  redoubled  force  bydecfvtioo. 
There  la  no  circumstance  of  danger  and  pain  of  which  I  have 
not  had  tha  experience,  for  a  continued  series  of  above  a 
fortnight ;  daring  which  time  1  have  settied  my  aAlrs.  after 
my  deitf  h,  with  as  much  dlstinctneaa  as  the  hurrv  and  the  na- 
cur«»  of  the  thing  could  edmit  of.    In  case  of  the  worst,  the 


Ahb^  Grant  wllf  be  my  executor  In  this  part  of  the  world, 
Miui  Mr.  Mackentle  la  Scotland,  where  my  object  baa  been 
to  make  you  and  my  younger  brother  aa  tadepasdent  of  tha 
cldcat  ma  posalUa."—  BoawiLL. 


t  Mr.  Boswell's  references  are  made  to  the  pages  of  the 
0rst  edition  i  the  present  refsreacea  are  adqMed  to  the  pages 


4.  Errata  and  Obtervaticm  am  the  Toar  to  tkt 

J£ebride$* 

[See  p.  437.  n.  6.] 

Transmitted  to  Dr.  Johnson  by  Mr.  Boewell  immediately 
after  the  publication  of  that  work :  as  these  corrections  were 
not  made  In  the  subsequent  editioos.  It  fcems  worth  while 
to  preserve  them  here.  The  MS.  belongs  to  the  Anderdon 
collection. 

Page  910.    Maria  Reg.^    My  journal  has  Be. 

Ibid.  Tke  wkole  liUmd.  Would  It  not  be  better  to  say  the 
whole  Island  of  Britain  ?  On  first  reading,  k  strikes  one  as 
if  Inch-Keith  had  once  belonged  to  two  kings. 

911.    St.Andrnir*$.    Excelleiit. 

917.  Tree  As  tkat  eommt^.  Colonel  Nalma,  when  he  said 
that  there  were  but  two  trees  in  the  county  of  Fife,  must 
have  been  Jocular  or  very  Ignorant  At  several  seats  there 
are  old  trees.  I  am  assured  that  there  are  some  very  fine 
ones  at  Lesly,  the  seat  of  the  family  of  Rotties  :  Langton'a 
lady  or  Counsellor  Pepys'  slater-ln-law  {p.  9a.]  will  loform 
you. 

IMd.  Itmofhe  dambted.  Tour  doubt  goes  too  far— as 
you  travelled  along  the  coast  you  saw  no  trees  between 
Edinburgh  and  England,  hut  several  were  set  before  tha 
Union,  which  are  now  very  stately.  I  allow  that  few  weiv 
set.  At  Inverary  and  Auchinleck  yoo  saw  some  large  old 
trees  which  were  set.  Bat  taideed  they  were  not  between 
Edinburgh  and  England.  1  am  glad  the  west  of  Scotland 
has  not  been  so  severely  handled  by  you :  though  I  will 
fairly  givejrou  an  anecdote,  whkh  I  had  the  other  day  fhiea 
Mr.  Hay  Campbell,  an  advocate  here.  About  the  beginning 
of  this  century  his  grandfather  planted  some  trees  within 
four  miles  of  Glasgow.  He  was  then  blind  with  a  gutta 
Serena,  and  the  people  In  the  neighbourhood  said  bis  Mlnd> 
ness  had  affected  his  judgment,  so  as  to  make  him  Imagine 
that  trees  would  grow  there.  Your  observations  on  the 
nakedness  of  Scotland  are  just,  and  If  they  had  not  been  so 
predaely  pointed,  no  man  could  have  eootrovertad  them. 

919.    Aherbrotkiek,    BxceUeot. 

990.  Smt^  At  tke  a/fenseow.  Do  you  call  It  the  aftemoon 
before  dinner  f  Lord  Monboddo  It  treated  perhaps  more 
genteelly  than  he  deserves  from  yoo  upon  the  whole.  How- 
ever, he  was  very  agreeable  to  yoo  that  day.  But  In  strict 
order  of  time  It  was  his  magnetism  that  drew  yoo,  for  you 
did  not  like  him  much  tttaa  what  yoo  had  formerly  seen  of 
him. 

999.  J!r  i*r  tmmemagi§lrale§.  Old  and  Mew  Aberdeen 
are  not  covemed  by  the  same  magistrates.  The  new  town 
Is  a  royal  burgh  ;  the  old  Is  only  a  borough  of  barony.  Mr. 
Boyd,  Lord  Errol's  brother,  was  provost  of  It. 

99ft.  Tke  eomne  ef  eduemiiom.  ShouM  It  not  be  **  the 
course  of  education  In  Scotland  ?  **  for.  as  the  passage  now 
sunds.  It  seems  to  refer  only  to  Aberdeen,  though  you  mean 
our  education  In  general.  I  am  the  more  anxious  as  to  this, 
because  you  mentloo  the  advocates,  and  yoo  must  know  that 
the  attorneys  of  Aberdeen  sat  un  a  claim  to  that  title,  be- 
cause James  VI.  by  mistake  addressed  a  letter  to  one  of 
them  aa  **  Advocate  As  Aberdeem,** 


St^gleinu  mot  to  detire  fl.    Abardean  —  escallcBt. 
Your  observation  on  dsgrees  sbonld  satisfy  everybody. 

997.  Vnexpetted  eoirnmUif.  I  do  not  think  we  travelled 
over  the  buried  estate.  If  1  rscotlect  right,  we  were  told  of 
It  at  Mr.  Fraser*s.  A  calamity  of  the  same  kind  happened  to 
an  eatate  In  the  county  of  Moray. 

919.  AiUer  qf  Bmekm.  The  Bnllar  of  Bachaa-graat 
painting. 

980.  tFemt  baekmard.  la  going  boAward  to  a  depth 
right  ?    Does  not  depth  OMan  something  downwards  ? 

.    .    Ladiea.     Should  it  not  be  ImIIm  and 
Ladles  do  not  coma  alone  tn  the  Boiler. 

980.  Sireiektom,    Read  Anfdbm. 

981.  Claimed  mpattemttom.  Earl  Fife  has  a  magnifkent 
bouse  near  Bamff.  Might  yoo  act  have  shown  that  yoo  did 
not  disregard  It,  by  mentioning  that  yoo  did  not  come  to 
Scotland  to  look  uMmemlaoeaf  F^haps  tlMre  Is  no  occasion 
fsr  this.  Eart  Fife  has  beeo  my  client,  and  I  have  had  many 
of  hIa  gutneaa,  which  probaMy  gave  rise  to  the  remark. 

98ft.    in  tke  oU  c^.    Elgin  —  exceHent.    But  I  shaU 
henceforth  not  trouble  you  with  rapetttloos  of  my  applause. 
Locfaabars  Is  between  Collen  and  Elgin. 
Byre  Coote  Is  not  Governor  of 
'  because  his  rsgiaseat  then 


Tkegooemor.    Sir 
Fort  George, 
lay  there. 

987.    Sm^itk  race,    U  not  "peopled 
English  racr,**  not  so  well  ?  (bbj  wife's 

striking  and  just,  hot 


the  fter  with  an 


CattaiiteqfHetteatotB.  Yoor  observation  Is  In  general 

imaaux 


Is  not  the  Ulostratlon  by  Eski 
Hottentots  too  strong  f    There  was  moch  s 
nets  In  socae  of  oor  great  Inallies  before  the  Unl< 

940.    JTeerv  tktt^but  kimuelf,    k  not  **  leave  behind  hta 
every  thing  hot  hlasself '*  llaMa  to  an  Irish  constractloo  ? 


of  the  Joomey  In   Mnrpby*s 
Works.  — >  CaoKia. 
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No.  IV. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  BOSW£LL*S  LETTERS  TO  MR.  MALONE. 


IMr.  BoiveWt  letters  to  Mr.  MaUme^  written  wUle  the  Arai 
editiom  of  U§  Life  nf  JoAiMon  wo»  pauHi/(  tkromgk  the 
preUt  i^r4  to  emriom  a  ftiew  </  ki$  titmaliom  and  state  qf 
mind  at  that  period,  that  the  Editor  has  gladly  aoaiUd  him- 
•dfef  Mr.  tfpcotVs  permission  to  make  some  estraetsfrom 
the  MSS.  in  that  ttntleman''s  eolleetion.}  ~  Wbiobt. 

**  London, Dec.A.  1790.  Let m« begin wfth  mTielf.  Onthedif 
after  voar  departure,  that  moit  mendljr  fellow  >  Courtenay 
(begfiof  the  pardon  of  an  M.P.  for  lo  free  an  epithet)  called 
en  me,  and  took  ray  word  and  honour  that,  nil  the  lit  of 
March,  my  allowance  of  wine  per  diem  should  not  exceed 
four  food  glasses  at  dinner,  and  a  pint  after  It.:  and  this  I  have 
kept,  thotwh  I  hare  dined  with  Jack  Wilkes  \  at  the  London 
TaTem,  oter  the  launch  of  an  Indlaman  (  with  dear  Ed- 
wards ;  Dllly  i  at  home  with  Courtenay ;  Dr.  Barrow ;  at  the 
mess  of  the  Coldstream ;  at  the  Club ;  at  Warren  Hastings's; 
at  Hawkins  the  Cornish  member's ;  and  at  home  with  a 
colonel  ot  the  guards,  ftc.  This  regmlation  I  assure  you  Is  of 
essential  adrantage  in  many  respects.  The  Magnmm  Opns 
advances.  I  have  rerised  p.  816.  The  additions  which  I 
hare  reoelTed  are  a  Spanish  quotation  from  Mr.  Cambridge 
(p.  7S9.) ;  an  account  of  Johnson  at  Warley  Camp  from  Mr. 
Langton  (p.  618.) ;  and  Johnson's  letters  to  Mr.  Hastings— 
three  in  all —one  of  them  long  sod  admirable  (p.  676.) :  but 
what  sets  the  diamonds  injuro  gold  of  Ophir  Is  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Hastings  to  me  (p.  676.),  Illustrating  them  and  their 
writer.  I  had  this  day  the  honour  of  a  long  visit  from  the 
late  eovemor-generai  m  India.  There  Is  to  oe  no  more  im- 
peachment. But  you  will  see  hb  character  nobly  vindicated. 
Depend  upon  this. 

"And  now  for  my  friend.  The  appearance  of  Malone's 
Shakspeare  on  the  t9th  NoTcmber  was  not  attended  with 
any  external  noise ;  but  I  suppose  no  publication  sdied  more 
speedily  and  surely  on  the  attention  of  those  for  whose 
critical  taste  It  was  chiefly  intended.  At  the  Club  on  Tues- 
day, where  I  met  Sir  Joshua,  Dr.  Warren,  Lord  Ossory, 
Lord  Palmerston,  Windham,  and  Burke  In  the  ^alr,— 
Burke  was  so  ftill  of  his  antl.  French  revolution  rage,  and 

Biared  It  out  so  copiously,  that  we  had  almost  nothing  else, 
e,  however,  found  time  to  praise  the  clearness  and  accuracr 
of  your  drsmatic  history ;  and  Windham  found  fkult  witn 

Jou  for  not  taking  the  profits  of  so  laborious  a  work.  Sir 
oshua  Is  irieased,  chough  he  would  gladlv  have  seen  more 
diajuisition—joa  understand  me  I  Mr.  uaines  Barrlngton 
Is  exceedingly  gratified.  He  regrets  that  there  should  be  a 
drynea  between  you  and  Steevens,  as  ron  have  treated  him 
with  great  respect.  1  understand  that,  in  a  short  time,  there 
will  not  be  one  of  your  books  to  be  had  for  love  or  money. 

**  Dee.  7.  I  dfaied  last  Saturday  at  Sir  Joshua's  with  Mr. 
Burke,  his  lady,  son,  and  niece.  Lord  Palmerston,  Windham, 
Dr.  Lawrence,  Dr.  Blagden,  Dr.  Bumey,  Sir  Abraham 
Hume,  Sir  William  Scott.  I  sat  next  to  voung  Burke  at 
dinner,  who  said  to  me,  that  yon  had  paid  nis  father  a  very 
fine  compliment.  I  mentioned  Johnson,  to  sonnd  if  there 
was  any  obiectlon.  He  made  none.  In  the  evening  Burke 
told  me  he  had  read  your  Henry  VI.,  with  all  its  acoom- 
naniment,  and  it  was 'exceedingly  well  done.*  He  left  us 
for  some  time ;  I  suppose  on  some  of  his  cursed  politics  t  but 
he  returned -^lai  him  again,  and  heard  from  his  lips  what, 
believe  me,  I  delighted  to  hear,  and  took  care  to  write  down 
soon  after.  '  I  have  read  his  History  of  the  Stage,  which  is 
a  very  capital  piece  of  criticism  and  antl-agrvianism.  I 
shall  now  read  all  Shakspeare  through.  In  a  very  difhrant 
manner  ttam  what  I  have  vet  done,  when  I  have  aot  such  a 
cmnmentator.*  Will  not  this  do  for  you,  my  ftlena  T  Burke 
was  admirable  company  all  that  day.  He  never  once.  I  think, 
mentioned  the  Frmch  revolutloD,  and  was  easy  with  me,  as 
In  dmfs  <ffold, 

**Dec.  16.  I  was  sadly  mortified  at  the  Club  on  Tuesday, 
where  I  was  In  the  chair,  and  on  opening  the  box  found 
three  b^ls  against  General  Burgovne.  Preient,  besides  mo^ 
Lord  Ossory,  Sir  Joshua  Bernolds,  8ir  Joseph  Banks,  Dr. 
Fordyoe,  Dr.  Bumey.  young  Burke,  Couiteoay,  Steevens.  One 
of  the  baUs,  I  do  believe,  was  put  Into  the  ise  side  by  For* 
dyce  by  mistake.  You  mav  guess  who  put  In  the  other  two. 
The  Bishop  of  Carlisle  and  Dr.  Blagden  are  put  up.  I  doubt 
If  the  latter  will  be  admitted,  till  Burgoyne  nU  In  first.  My 
work  has  met  with  a  delay  for  a  little  while— .not  a  whole 
day,  however  ~-  by  an  unaccountable  neglect  in  having  paner 
enough  in  readiness.  I  have  now  before  me  p.  Sfl6.  My 
utmost  wish  is  to  come  forth  on  Shrove  Tuesday  (8th  March). 
'  Wits  are  game  cocks,*  kc.  Langton  Is  In  town,  and  dines 
with  me  to-morrow  quietly,  and  revises  his  CoUeetanea.** 

1  John  Courtenay,  bom  In  Ireland  In  1738.  He  was,  through 
the  influeoce  of  Lords  Townsbend  and  Thanet,  M.  P.  for 
Tamworth  and  Appleby,  from  1780  to  1807.  In  1806  he  was 
a  lord  of  the  treasury.    He  died  In  March,  181&,  In  veiy 


**  Jisis.  18. 1791.  I  have  been  so  dislmbed  by  sad  mcnef- 
matters,  that  my  mind  has  been  quite  fretful :  lOW.  ekicfc  I 
borrowed  and  Int  to  a  first  cousin,  an  onludgr  csptsh  «f  a 
Indlaman,  were  due  on  the  16th  lo  a  merchant  la  tkfoty. 
I  could  not  posdbl V  raise  that  soorn,  and  wu  appishsniiit  d 
being  hardly  used.  He,  however,  ladnlM  bm  villi  ■ 
allowance  to  make  partial  payments :  1901.  hi  two  Boathi. 
160f.  In  eight  months,  and  the  remalsder.  with  tbs  talcrim. 
In  eighteen  months.    How  I  am  to  maoaia  Ism  sta  Umi. 


and  r know  vou  cannot  hdp  me.    So  this,  npoo  m  a 
is  no  hint.  I  am  really  tmnpted  to  aoeqit  eftbe  lOnL  fcr  or 
Life  of  Johnson.    Tet  It  would  go  to  my  heart  to  ssH  kat » 

trice  which  I  think  much  too  low.  Let  me  Hranis  sad 
ope.  I  cannot  be  out  on  Shrooe  Tmeadaa,  as  I  fisttsnd  ■^ 
self.  P.  S76L  of  Vol.  H.  Is  ordered  for  press,  and  I  nfsd 
another  proof  to-night.  But  I  have  vat  near  1IOps|ei  d 
copy  besides  letters,  and  Ik  death,  which  ta  not  yrt  ariitca. 
My  second  volume  will,  I  see,  be  forty  or  fifty  pagis  Ben 
than  my  first.  Tour  absence  Is  a  wolbl  want  in  sll  isifwa 
You  will,  I  dare  say,  perodve  a  differvnce  la  the  fart  *bv)> 
Is  revised  only  by  myself,  and  In  which  many  imserUem  nil  | 
appear.  My  spirits  are  at  present  bad ;  ht  I  will  ■tiniiw  lU  . 
I  can  reooUeet." 

**  Jan.  99.  Yoa  will  find  this  a  nost  iispsnih^  sal  | 
disagreeable  letter,  for  which  I  ask  yoar  pardon.  Bui  jiu  . 
vigour  of  mind  and  warmth  of  heart  make  your  frhndibiy  d 
such  consequence,  that  it  Is  drawn  upon  like  a  hSBk.  Ihs**.  ' 
for  some  weeks,  had  the  most  woAil  retnm  ef  adaac^.  < 
Insomuch  that  I  have  not  only  had  no  relish  of  aavtbiog.  M  ' 
a  continual  uneasiness,  and  all  the  ptospeei  bsfan 
the  rest  of  lifo  has  seemed  gloomy  and  hopela 
of  rav  aflkirs  Is  exceedingly  cmtaarTaseed.  I 
vou  that  the  SOU.  which  I  borrowed  s«vctal 
lent  to  a  first  cousin,  an  unfortanate  India  cap 
be  paid ;  1601.  on  the  18th  of  March,  IMf.  on  the  IhW 
October,  and  957/.  Ite.  6d.  on  the  llth  of  July,  1791  Ha 
debt  presses  upon  my  mind,  and  It  Is  uacvrtaia  If  I  shsUcvw 
get  a  shilling  of  k  again.  The  dear  money  en  whicfc  I  cm 
reckon  out  of  my  estste  Is  scarcely  9001.  a  vcar.   WM  em  I 


do?    My  grave  orother  urges  me  to  quit 


li«t  d 


my  seat  In  the  country ;  where  he  thinks  thai  I  mlgki  h*  i^ 
to  save  so  as  gradually  to  relieve  myself.  Bat,  ala*  1 1  ti!'u4  j 
be  absolmSela  miserable.  In  the  mean  liane.  sock  art  s^ 
projecu  and  sanguine  expectations,  that  yen  kaoe  I  ptf* 
chased  an  estate  which  was  given  long  ago  lo  a  jeimf*r  «" 
of  our  fhmllj,  and  came  to  be  sold  last  autuana.  and  yaM  M 
It  SSOW.  -  IMMV.  of  which  I  borrow  npoo  ksdf  by  •  •'**' 
gage.  But  the  remafaitaig  lOOOf.  I  cannot  CGoerive  s  r*^ 
Dillty  of  raising,  but  by  Uie  mode  of  anaully ;  whcft  kk  t 
believe,  a  very  heavy  disadvantage.  I  own  H  wash 
in  me  to  make  a  clear  purchase  at  a  time  when  h 


straitened ;  but  If  I  had  mined  the  uppiaHinltp.  h  ■v-t' 
again  would  have  occurred,  and  I  should  have  haHiveiM  » 


see  an  ancient  appanage,  a  place  oi;  aa  It  were,  the  fin* 
blood  of  the  fomily.  In  the  hands  of  a 


ke«w 


that  I  have  made  the  pnrchasa,  I  ahooM 
despicable  should  I  give  K  up. 

**  In  this  situation,  then,  my  dear  Sir,  ««mU  fe 
in  me  to  accept  of  1000  guineas  for  any  Utotdldinsm.wm- 
posing  the  person  who  made  the  oflkr  shswM  asw  dmii  » 
It,  which  I  fear  may  not  be  the  case ;  fbr  two  luli—  aaf  > 
considered  as  a  olaadvaBtageous  dreiMistaBee  F  CmJ  > 
indeed  raise  10001.  upon  the  credit  oT  the  work.  I  *  «« 


Incline  togMnr.  as  Sir  Joshna  says  ; 
double  the  money,  though  Steerveu 
have  over-prlnted,  and  that  the  cwriosKy 
aoie  only  In  our  own  circle.    Pray  da  " 
I  suppoae,  you  are  ft>r  my  taktaig  the 
whom  I  am  to  treat    In  my  present  a 
timidity.    Your  absence  has  been  a  aaven 
am  at  present  quite  at  a  loss  what  lo  dou 
gave  me  six  sheets.    I  have  now  haltasw  me  In 


yet  I  have  above  100  pages  of  any  eopv 
death,  which  Is  yet  to  be  written,  and 
there  room,  as  also  seven-and-thlrty  i 
twenty  to  Dr.  Brocklesby,  most  of  wWlch  wlB 
extracts.    1  am  advised  to  extract  severe  oC  I 
and  leave  oat  soaset  ibr  my  first  vnli 

Ken,  and  to  have  OOO  in  the  serend  will 
Ides  Increasing  the  axpense  c 

Indeed  has  devised  an  mgeuhms  wagr  ta'iidtka  te  t^* 
volume,  hy  prtfiaing  the  taidejL  1  havw  now  4amak  »  Ww 
but  one  compositor.  Indeed.  I  go  sInglshK  sni  saatei 
lessly  about  my  work.  As  IpMa  ywrloar  I  ^  awf* 
longing  look. 


hmnhle  circamstaooes. 
notice  of  him  by  Sb*  J. 
Rewiew  qf  Dr.  Johnson's 
but  there  Is  not  room  here  for 


Appendix.] 


BOSWELUS  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


829 


*'  I  am  to  eueal  a  leaf  of  the  0rtt  volume,  havlof  found 
that  thoofh  Sir  Joahua  cMtalnljr  asaured  me  h«  had  no  ob> 
Jfction  to  mj  meBtloaUif  that  Johnion  wrote  a  dedication 
for  him,  be  now  thtnks  otherwiae.  In  that  leaf  occura  the 
mentioa  of  J<dinaon  baTing  written  to  Dr.  Leland,  thanking 
the  Unlvenltj  of  Dublin  for  tbdr  diploma.  What  aball  I 
uy  aito  It  ?  I  bavealao  room  to  atate  ahortlj  the  anecdote  of 
tha  college  eook.  which  I  beg  you  mmj  get  for  me.  I  shall 
be  vary  anxioua  till  I  hear  from  you. 

"  Haling  haraaaed  you  with  ao  mnch  about  myself,  I  hare 
Mt  no  room  for  any  thing  elae.  We  had  a  numerous  club 
on  Tuew^y ;  Fos  In  the  ehair,  quoting  Homer  and  Fielding. 
Ac  to  the  aatoobhment  of  Jo.  warton ;  who,  with  Langton 
ind  Scwaid,  ate  a  plain  Mt  with  me,  in  my  new  house,  last 
Saturday,  air  Joahua  has  put  up  Dr.  Lawrence,  who  will 
be  black-balled  as  sure  as  he  ezisU.i 

**  Wa  dbied  on  Wednesday  at  Sir  Joshua's ;  thirteen  wffA. 
sM  Mlia  P.  Hlmaelf,  Blagden.  Batt,  [Lawrence,]  Brskine, 
Langtoo,  Dr.  Waitoo,  Metcalf,  Dr.  Lawrence,  his  brother, 
s  dertyman.  Sir  Charles  Bunbury,  myself." 

**  M.  10.    Yours  of  the  SCh  reached  me  yesterday. 
I  fautantly  went  to  the  Don,  who  purchased  for  you  at  the 
oOca  of  Hasard  and  Ca  a  half,  stamped  by  goTemment  and 
wraoted  undrawn,  of  No.  4S,1SS.  in  the  English  State 
Lottery.   I  have  marked  on  the  back  of  it,  *  Edmond,  Hen- 
rietta, and  Catherine  Malone,*  and  If   Fortune  will  not 
bvour  those  three  united,  I  shall  blame  her.     This  half 
•hall  Ue  in  my  bureau  with  my  one  whole  one,  till  you  de- 
sire it  to  be  plaoed  elsewhere.    The  coat,  with  registration, 
1«  9i.  ISf.  M.    A  half  b  always  nroportionally  dearer  than  a 
whole.    I  bought  my  ticket  at  Vicnolson's  the  day  before, 
snd  paid  16f.l«.  Cor  it.    1  did  not  look  at  the  number,  but 
•falcd  It  up.    In  the  ereoina  a  hand-blll  was  circulated  by 
Nichobon,  that  a  ticket  the  day  before  sold  at  hb  ofllce  for 
t&.  St,  was  drawn  a  prise  of  hOOOl.     The  number  was 
mentioned  in  the  handl-bUI.    I  had  resolved  not  to  kmow 
what  mine  was  till  after  the  drawing  of  the  lottery  was 
doiihed.  that  I  might  not  receive  a  n$dden  shock  of  blank  \ 
bM  this  unexpected  circumstance,  which  elated  me  by  calcu- 
latine  tha  mine  must  certainly  be  one  of  100,  or  at  most  200 
•old  by  Nicholson  the  day  before,  made  me  look  at  the  two 
Uitfinurei  of  It  \  which,  alas  1  were  48,  whereas  those  of  the 
fortunate  one  were  33.    I  have  remanded  my  ticket  to  its 
••crMcy.    o !  eould  1  but  get  a  few  thousands,  what  a  dif- 
ference would  it  make  upon  my  state  of  mind,  which  b 
hsTAMcd  by  thinking  of  my  debts.    1  am  anxious  to  bear 
your  determination  as  to  my  Uagimm  Omu.    I  am  very 
very  unwilling  to  part  with  the  property  of  It,  and  cerUtnly 
would  not.  If  I  could  but  get  credit  for  lOOOf.  for  three  or 
four  yeara.    Could  you  not  assist  me  In  that  way,  on  the 
•fcurhj  of  the  book,  and  of  an  assignment  to  one  half  of  my 
rmu.  foof..  which,  upon  my  honour,  are  elwavs  due.  and 
would  be  forthcoming  in  case  of  my  decease?    I  wtff  not 
t**!'.  till  I  have  your  answer  as  to  this. 

**  On  Tueeday  we  had  a  Club  of  eleven —Leeds  Lucan  (In 
(b(>  chair),  Ossory,  Macartney,  Eliot,  Blshco  of  Clonfto^ 
j'nuif  Burke,  myself,  Councnay,  Windham.  Sir  Joshua,  and 
t'harlea  Fox,  who  takes  to  us  exceedingly,  and  asked  to  have 
dinner  a  UttM  later ;  so  it  was  to  be  at  half-past  Ove.  Burke 
had  made  great  interest  for  hb  dntm  major,  and,  would  you 
believe  it?  had  not  Coartenay  and  I  been  there,  he  would 
h4ve  been  chosen.  1  am  strangely  ill,  and  doubt  If  even  you 
euuld  diapel  the  demoniac  influence.  I  have  now  before  me 
p.  4W.  fai  print :  and  993  paaes  of  the  copy  only  Is  exhausted, 
and  there  remains  80.  besides  the  deatki  as  to  which  I  shall 
br  rondse,  though  solemn.  Pray  how  shall  I  wind  up  ? 
Shall  I  gtve  the  ekmrader  from  my  Tour,  somewhat  en* 
Uffed?^' 

"  Fr6.  tt.  I  hare  not  seen  Sir  Joshua  I  think  for 
a  fortnight.  1  hare  been  worse  than  you  can  possibiT 
imagine,  or  1  hope  ever  shall  be  able  to  Imagine ;  which 
no  man  can  do  without  experiencing  the  malady.  It  has 
been  for  some  ttane  pidnftil  to  me  to  be  In  company.  I,  how- 
ever, am  a  little  better,  and  to  meet  Sir  Joshua  to-day  at 
dinner  at  Mr.  Dance's,  and  shall  ull  him  that  he  b  to  hate 
good  Irish  clarsL 

"  I  am  In  a  dlstresslaf  perplexity  how  to  decide  as  to  the 
property  of  my  book.  You  must  know,  that  I  am  wrfaAi^f 
In  formed  that  a  certain  person  who  dellchts  In  mischief  has 
bern  dfprrcrieinv  it,  so  that  I  fear  the  sab  of  tt  m^y  be  very 
dubious.  7W»  esMTlee  and  two  gmimtoM  sound  la  an  alarm- 
ing manner.  I  beliere.  In  my  present  frame,  I  should  accept 
#-vi*a  of  MW.  (  for  I  suspect  that  were  I  now  to  talk  to 
Hobinson,  1  should  And  him  not  dbposed  to  give  lOOOf.  Did 
be  abaolutely  q^  It.  or  did  he  only  express  himself  so  as 
that  you  cMaetadM  he  would  give  It  ?  The  presslnc  clream- 
st«ncr  la.  that  I  mmtt  lay  down  VKM.  bjr  the  lat  of  May.  oo 
•crount  of  the  purchase  of  land,  which  my  old  Ikmily  eo- 
thu«1aam  urged  me  to  make.  You,  I  doubt  not,  have  MX 
confidence  In  my  honesty.  May  I  then  ask  you  If  you  could 
vrnturs  to  Joto  with  me  la  a  bond  for  that  stim.as  then  I 


1  Dr.  Lawrence  was  Mack-baUed,  and  did  not  . 
member  of  the  Club  till  December  180S.  —  Waiovr. 
s  See  mdi,  p.  168.  n.A.  and  180.  n.  1.     Mr.  Hamilton's 
increases  our  regret  at  not  btbif  able  to  pcne- 


would  take  my  chance,  and,  as  Sir  Joshua  says,  gmme  with 
my  book?  upon  my  honour,  your  telling  me  that  yon 
cannot  comply  with  what  I  propose  will  not  in  the  least 
surprise  roe,  or  make  any  manner  of  dlflbrenee  as  to  my 
opinion  of  your  friendship.  I  mean  to  ask  Sir  Joshua  if  he 
will  join ;  for  Indeed  I  snould  be  vexed  to  sell  my  Jiefiaatm 
OfuB  for  a  great  deal  less  than  Its  Intrinsic  value.  I  meant 
to  publbh  on  Shrove  Tuesday ;  but  If  1  can  gel  out  within 
the  month  of  March  I  shall  be  satlafled.  I  have  now,  I  think, 
/owr  or  Jhe  aheets  to  print,  which  will  make  my  second 
volume  about  %lb  pagea.  But  I  ahall  have  more  cancela. 
That  menwui  moriai  W.  O.  H.*  b  not  satisfied  with  my 
report  of  some  particulars  wkkk  Ivrotedowm  from  kit  own 
momtk,  and  b  so  much  agitated,  that  Courtenay  has  per- 
suaded me  to  allow  a  ntw  edUiom  of  them  by  H.  himself  to 
be  made  at  H.'s  expense.  Besides,  it  has  occurred  to  me, 
that  when  I  mention  *a  Mrrory  Avaid.*  by  Bolt  the  his- 
torian, in  golnc  to  Dublin,  and  pubUahing  Akenaide's 
Pleasures  ofthe  Imagination,  with  hb  own  name  (p.  131.),  I 
may  not  be  able  to  authenticate  it,  as  Johnson  la  dead.  axMl 
he  may  have  relations  who  may  take  It  up  as  an  offence,  per- 
haps a  UbeL  Courtenay  suggests,  that  you  may  perhaps  get 
intelligeooe  whether  it  was  tmt.  The  Bbhop  of  Dromore 
can  probably  tell,  as  he  knows  a  great  deal  about  Bolt.  In 
case  of  doubt,  should  I  not  cancel  the  leaf,  and  either  omit 
the  curious  anecdote  or  give  it  as  a  story  which  Johnson 
laughinglv  told  as  having  eirculatsd  ?  '* 

**  Marck  8.  I  have  before  me  your  eofamlrfr  letter  of 
Fcbruarr  Mth,  and  one  of  fith  current,  which.  If  you  havedated 
It  right,  nas  come  with  wonderful  expedition.  You  may  be 
perfectly  sure  that  I  have  not  the  smallest  Csult  to  find  with 
your  disinclination  to  come  again  under  any  pecuniary  en- 
gagements for  others,  after  having  suffered  ao  much  Dtlly 
proposes  that  he  and  Baldwin  should  each  advance  SOOf.  oo 
the  credit  of  my  book }  and  if  they  do  so,  I  shall  manage  well 
eoougii.  for  I  now  And  that  I  can  have  6001.  In  Scotland  on 
the  credit  of  my  rentst  and  thus  1  shall  get  the  lOOOf.  paid  In 
May. 

**  You  would  observe  some  stupid  tines  on  Mr.  Burke  in 
the  *  Oracle*  te  Mr.BatweUl  1  instantly  wroU  to  Mr. 
Burke,  expressing  my  Indignation  at  such  ImpertinenoeL  and 
had  next  morning  a  most  obliging  answer.  Sir  William 
Scott  told  roe  I  could  have  no  l^ial  redress.  So  I  went 
eMUg  to  Bell,  and  he  promised  to  mention  kandtome^  that 
Jawtet  BotwMt  Etq.  was  not  the  author  of  the  lines.  The 
note,  however,  on  the  subject  was  a  second  Impertinence. 
Bat  I  can  do  nothfaig.  I  wbh  Fox,  In  hb  bill  upon  libels, 
would  make  a  heavy  penally  the  conseouenee  of  forging  any 
person's  name  to  any  composliioo,  whkh,  in  reality,  such  a 
trick  amounts  to. 

**  In  the  night  between  the  last  of  February  and  flrst  of 
this  month,  1  nad  a  sudden  relief  fhmi  the  Inexplicable  dis- 
order, whldi  occasionally  clouds  my  mind  and  makes  me 
miserable,  and  it  Is  amaslng  how  well  I  have  been  since. 
Your  friendly  admonition  as  to  excess  In  wine  tuu  been  often 
too  applicable  j  but  upon  this  late  occasion  I  erred  on  the 
other  side.  However,  as  I  am  now  free  from  my  restriction 
to  Courtenay.  I  shall  be  much  upon  my  guard  \  for,  to  tell 
the  tnith,  1  old  go  too  deep  the  day  before  yesterday  t  having 
dined  with  Michael  Angelo  Taylor,  and  then  su^ied  at  the 
London  Tavern  with  the  stewards  of  the  Humane  Sodety, 
and  continued  till  I  know  not  what  hour  In  the  morning. 
John  Nicfaob  was  ioyous  to  a  pitch  of  bacchanalian  rivadty. 
I  am  to  dine  with  him  next  Monday ;  an  excellent  city  partv. 
Alderman  Curtis,  Deputr  Birdi.  he  Ac.  I  rated  him  gently 
on  his  saying  so  little  or  your  Shakapeare.'  He  is  ready  to 
receive  more  ample  notice.  You  may  depend  oo  your  havinf 
whatever  reviews  that  mention  you  sent  directly*  Havel 
told  you  that  Murphy  has  written  *  An  Essay  on  the  Life  and 
Writings  of  Jit.  Johnson,*  to  be  prefixed  to  the  new  edition 
of  his  works  ?  He  wrote  It  In  a  month,  and  has  received 
SOQf.  for  It.  I  am  quite  resolved  now  to  keep  the  property  of 
my  MrngmmHt  Ofutf  and  I  flatter  myaelf  I  ahall  not  repent  it. 

^  llvUtle,  as  we  settled  It,  b  *  The  Life  of  Samuel  Johnson. 
LL.D.,  comprehending  an  aecoont  of  hb  studies  and 
various  works.  In  chronologieal  order,  hb  conversations  with 
many  eminent  persons,  a  series  of  his  letters  to  celebrated 
men.  and  several  original  oleees  of  hb  composition :  the 
whole  exhilrftinf  a  view  of  literature  and  literary  men  in 
Great  Britain,  for  near  half  a  oentary.  daring  which  be 
flourished.*  It  will  be  very  kind  If  you  will  suggest  what  yet 
occurs.  I  hoped  to  have  published  to-day  {  btit  It  wlU  be 
about  a  month  yet  before  I  Launch.** 

**  MsrrA  It.  Being  the  dcposltorv  of  your  chance  In  the 
lottery,  f  am  under  the  disagreeable  necessity  of  communl* 
eating  the  bad  news  that  It  has  been  drawn  a  himtk,  1  am 
venr  sorry,  both  on  your  account  and  tliat  of  joar  sisters, 
and  my  own :  for  had  your  share  of  good  fovtooe  been 
SI66I.  let.  4d.  I  should  have  hoped  for  a  loan  to  accommodate 
me.  As  It  la,  I  shall,  as  I  wrote  to  you,  be  enabled  to 
my  difllcuttles  for  soom  time :  bat  I  am  still  in  great 


trate  the  secret  of  hb  political  tranaactloos  with  John 
It  was  clearly  something  that  he  did  not  like  to  Nvaal 
Cioxaa. 
>  Via.  In  the  OaaHnams's  M^mbtt CaoKHu 
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No.  IV. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  BOSWELL'S  LETTERS  TO  MR.  MALONE. 

Clfr.  BonfeWi  kttert  to  Mr.  Mtdome,  vrMra  wMEr  ike  prH 
edMom  of  kis  Ltfe  nf  Jokmaom  was  pasiimg  tkromgk  ike 
pre$it  qfiri  $o  euriame  a  wiew  ef  kit  titmatim  amd  state  qf 
mind  at  Ikatperiod,  tkattke  Editor  kas  gfadi^  availed  A/m- 
«e(^af  Mr.  UpeetVe  permiuiom  to  make  tome  eetroetejtom 
tke  M8S.  te  &aigenltemam*9  eoOeetion.]  ~  Wuoht. 

**  Lomhm,  Dee.  4. 1790.  Let  ne  begin  with  mrielf.  Onthedaf 
•Iter  joar  departure,  that  most  fneodlr  fellow  >  CourtenaT 
(beggmf  Che  pardon  of  an  M.P.  for  lo  me  an  epithet)  callea 
on  me,  and  took  my  word  and  honour  that,  till  the  lit  of 
March,  taj  allowance  of  wine  per  diem  should  not  exceed 
four  good  glaasea  at  dinner,  and  a  pint  after  it.;  and  this  I  hare 
kept,  thottsh  I  have  dined  with  Jack  Wilkes )  at  the  London 
Tavem,  mer  the  launch  (tf  an  Indlaman  t  with  dear  Bd> 
wards ;  DUly ;  af  hone  with  Courteni^  $  Dr.  Barrow ;  at  the 
mess  of  the  Coldstream  ;  at  tke  Club ;  at  Warren  Hasttain's; 
at  Hawkins  the  Cornish  member's ;  and  at  home  wlui  a 
colonel  of  the  guards,  ftc.  This  regmkutom  I  assure  yon  is  of 
essential  adrantage  in  mai^f  respects.  The  Magmtm  Opue 
advances.  I  have  revised  p.  S16.  The  additions  whicn  I 
hare  received  are  a  Spanish  quotation  from  Mr.  Cambrldn 
(p.  78S.) ;  aa  account  of  Johnson  at  Warlejr  Camp  from  Mr. 
Langton  (p.  618.) ;  and  Johnson's  letters  to  Mr.  Hastings — 
three  in  all —one  of  them  long  and  admirable  (p.  676.) ;  but 
what  sets  the  diamonds  in  pure  gold  of  Ophlr  Is  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Hastings  to  me  (p.  676.),  Illustrating  them  and  their 
writer.  I  had  this  day  the  boooor  of  a  long  visit  from  th« 
late  governor-general  of  India.  There  is  to  be  no  more  im- 
p«a»ment.  But  yoo  will  see  his  character  nobly  vindicated, 
bepcnd  upon  this. 

**And  now  for  my  friend.  The  appearance  of  Malooe's 
Sbakspeare  on  the  S9th  November  was  not  attended  with 
any  external  noise ;  but  I  suppose  no  publication  seized  more 
q>mdily  and  surely  on  the  attention  of  those  for  whose 
critical  taste  It  was  chiefly  intended.  At  the  Club  on  Tues* 
day,  where  I  met  Sir  Joshua,  Dr.  Warren,  Lord  Ossory, 
Lord  Palmertton,  Windham,  and  Burke  in  the  chair,— 
Burl(e  was  so  ftill  of  his  anti.  French  revolution  rage,  and 
noured  It  oat  so  copiously,  that  we  had  almost  nothing  else. 
He,  however,  found  time  to  praise  the  clearness  and  accuracr 
of  your  dramatic  history ;  and  Windham  found  fsult  wltn 

Sou  for  not  taking  the  profits  of  so  laborious  a  work.  Sir 
oshua  is  pleased,  thougia  he  would  gladly  have  seen  more 
diaquitition  —  you  understand  me  t  Mr.  Dalnes  Barrlngtoo 
Is  exceedingly  gratified.  He  regrets  that  there  should  be  a 
dryness  between  vou  and  Steevens,  as  you  have  treated  hfan 
with  graat  respect.  I  understand  that.  In  a  short  time,  there 
will  not  be  one  of  your  books  to  be  had  for  love  or  money. 

**  Dec.  7.  I  dined  last  Saturday  at  Sir  Joshua's  with  Mr. 
Burke,  his  lady,  son,  and  niece.  Lord  Palmerston,  Windham, 
Dr.  Lawrence,  Dr.  Blagden,  Dr.  Buraey,  Sir  Abraham 
Hume,  Sir  William  Scott.  I  sat  next  to  foung  Burke  at 
dinner,  who  said  to  me,  that  you  had  paid  nls  father  a  very 
fine  compliment.  1  mentioned  Johnson,  to  eommd  if  there 
was  any  objection.  He  made  none.  In  the  evening  Burke 
told  me  he  had  read  your  Henry  VI.,  with  all  Its  accom- 
paniment, and  It  was  'exceedingly  well  done.*  He  left  us 
for  some  time ;  I  suppose  on  some  of  his  cursed  politics  i  but 
he  returned  —  I  ol  him  again,  and  heard  fttmi  his  lips  what, 
balleve  me,  I  delighted  to  hear,  and  took  care  to  write  down 
soon  after.  *  I  have  read  his  History  of  the  Stage,  which  Is 
a  very  capital  piece  of  criticism  and  anti-agranaaism.  I 
shall  now  read  all  Shakspeare  throurii.  In  a  very  diflbrent 
manner  fhmi  what  1  have  yet  done,  when  I  have  lot  such  a 
commentator.'  Will  not  this  do  for  you,  my  friend  f  Burke 
was  admirable  company  all  that  day.  He  never  once.  I  think, 
mentioned  th«  Froicb  revolution,  and  was  easy  with  me,  as 
tndaatqfoU. 

**  Dee.  16L  I  was  sadly  nortlfled  at  the  Club  oo  Tuesday, 
where  I  was  In  the  chair,  and  on  opening  the  box  founa 
three  balls  against  General  Burgoyne.  Present,  besides  Mof, 
Lord  Ossory,  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  Sir  Joaepk  Bamkt,  Dr. 
Fordyce,  Dr.  Bumey,  young  Burke,  Courtenay,  Steevent.  One 
of  the  balls,  I  do  believe,  was  put  Into  the  iso  side  by  For- 
dyce by  mistake.  You  may  guess  who  put  in  the  other  two. 
The  Bishop  of  Carlisle  and  Dr.  Blagden  are  put  up.  I  doubt 
If  the  latter  will  be  admitted,  till  Burgoyne  rnU  In  first.  My 
work  has  met  with  a  delay  for  a  litUe  while— not  a  whole 
day,  however — by  an  unaccountiMe  neglect  in  having  paper 
enough  in  readiness.  I  have  now  before  me  p.  SAG.  My 
utmost  wish  Is  to  come  forth  oo  Shrove  Tuesday  (8th  March). 
*  Wits  are  game  cocks,*  he.  Langton  Is  in  town,  and  dines 
with  me  to-morrow  quietly,  and  revisea  hit  CoUrrUmm.** 
(p.  664.) 


>  John  Courtenay,  horn  In  Ireland  In  17M.  He  was,  through 
the  influence  of  Lords  Townsbrnd  and  Thanet,  M.  P.  for 
Tamworth  and  Appleby,  from  1760  to  1807.  In  1M6  he  was 
a  lord  of  the  treasury.    He  died  In  March,  1815,  In  very 


-Jam.  18. 1791.  I  have  bean  so  dlstwbfd  by 
matters,  that  my  mfaid  has  been  quite  fretful :  MRU.  mhmk  I 
borrowed  and  lent  to  a  first  cousin,  an  aalucky  caplils  of  a 
Indlaman,  were  due  on  the  IBth  to  a  nerchnt  la  tbf  city 
I  oould  not  poaslbly  raise  that  sum,  flod  was  swintouslw  o( 
being  hardl^  used.  He,  however,  iadolaM  sss  vltk  ■ 
allowance  to  make  partial  payvsents ;  160L  la  two  memkt, 
loot.  In  eight  months,  and  the  remainder,  with  the  tatfreai. 
In  eighteen  months.  How  I  am  to  mansge  lam  si «  hait 
and  iknow  you  cannot  help  me.  So  this,  upoo  m  hsasv. 
Is  no  hint,  lam  really  tempted  to  aeeapt  of  tbelML  tor  if 
Life  of  Johnson.    Yet  it  would  go  to  ny  heart  le  mB  k  si  s 

Crice  which  I  think  much  too  low.  Let  bm  smol*  mi 
ope.  I  cannot  be  out  oo  Skroee  Tmeadag,  as  I  flstttrad  By* 
selr.  P.  87&  of  Vol.  II.  Is  ordered  for  press,  snd  1  npift 
another  proof  to-night  But  I  ha:ve  yet  near  M  fsin  d 
copy  besides  letters,  and  Me  dealk,  which  Is  aol  yrt  vrktia. 
My  second  volumo  will.  I  see,  be  forty  or  thj  pages  wm 
than  my  first.  Your  absence  is  a  woAil  want  a  all  iiftrti. 
You  will,  1  dare  say,  perceive  a  dMrereoce  te  the  part  vhirii 
Is  revUed  only  by  myself,  and  in  which  many  mtirteM  nil 
appear.  My  spirits  are  at  present  bnd :  bt  1  wfll  ■snfinn  lU 
lean  reooUeet.** 

'*  Jam,  98.  Yoa  wilt  find  tbia  •  asost  Jinpaflit  mk 
disagreeable  letter,  for  which  I  ask  your  pardon.  Boi  nae 
vigour  of  mind  and  warmth  of  heart  make  year  MmAJta^  d 
such  consequence,  that  It  Is  drawn  upon  like  a  haik.  I  kart. 
for  some  weeks,  had  the  most  wofiu  return  ef  ssslsarhfly. 
Insomuch  that  I  have  not  only  had  no  relish  of  saytAiaff.M 
a  continual  uneasinesa,  and  all  tho  prospect  bcsbrv  ■»  tar 
the  rest  of  life  has  seemed  gloomy  and  hoptlesi  Thriutc 
of  my  afikirs  Is  exceedingly  embarrasaed.    I  SMadoMtf  t» 

Iron  that  the  80Qf.  which  fborrowod  several  yesrs  ^o,  nt 
ent  to  a  first  cousin,  an  unlbrtnoate  India  eaptsin,  mom  oem 
be  paid ;  ISQI.  on  the  18th  of  March,  IMV.  oo  the  m>  «f 
October,  and  Sft7t  Ite.firf.  on  the  ISth  of  July,  1711  TVn 
debt  presses  upon  my  mind,  and  It  la  uncertalD  If  I  duSLrm 
getashUlingofit  again.  The  clear  sacaey  ea  vbidi  1  cm 
reckon  out  of  my  estate  Is  scarcdy  900/.  a  war.  What  cm  I 
do?  My  grave  brother  urges  me  to  quit  Caodoa.  Slid  inert 
my  seat  in  the  country ;  where  he  thinks  that  1  might  br  *io 
to  save  so  as  gradnallr  to  relieve  myself.  Biil,alw!  I  dn-^d 
be  abmdmtelp  mlserabte.  In  the  mean  time,  sach  v*  aj 
proilecta  and  sanguine  expectatkNM,  that  you  kaov  I  JW 
chased  an  estate  which  was  given  long  ago  la  a  yooafn  «e 
of  our  fomlly,  and  came  to  be  sold  last  antnmn.  snd  pM  if 
It  SaOOf.  —  15001.  of  which  I  borrow  npon  Itarif  by  s  8«v 
gage.  Bnt  the  remaining  lOOQI.  1  cannot  concdve  s  fo^ 
blllty  of  raisins,  bat  by  the  mode  of  anaoity ;  ahtci  n.  I 
believe,  a  very  heavy  dlaadvaatage.  I  own  It 
In  me  to  make  a  clear  purchase  at  a  tf  om  whea  I  vj 
straitened ;  but  if  I  had  missed  the  oppoitaalty.  a  ar* 
again  would  have  occorrad,  and  I  aboold  nave  besn  wics  w 
see  an  ancient  appanage,  a  piece  oC  aa  It  weio,  the  §mi»md 
blood  of  the  fomlly,  in  the  hands  of  a  stranger,  kad  :»• 
that  I  have  made  the  purchase,  I  ahoidd  M  mywiris* 
despicable  should  I  give  It  up. 

**  In  this  situation,  then,  my  dear  SIr.waQU  It  eel  b»  eat 
in  me  to  accept  of  1000  guineas  Ibr  my  Liirof  Jshaow.  m^ 
posing  the  person  who  made  the  oflbr  ahoald  aev  stiat.  w 
It,  which  I  fear  may  not  be  the  case ;  for  two  velvHS  wav  It 
considered  as  a  dlsadvmitageoua  iliiiimslaBK  r  Oaw  I 
indeed  raise  lOOOI.  upon  the  csedit  of  Ike  week.  I  •*  ^ 


I 


incline  togemr.  as  Sir  Joshua  says ; 

double  the  money,  though  Sleeveaa 

have  over-printed,  and  that  the 

now  only  in  our  own  circle.    Pray 

I  suppose,  you  are  for  my  taking  the 

whom  I  am  to  treat.    In  my 

timidity.    Yoor  absenee  hM 

am  at  present  quite  at  a  loss  what  to 

gave  me  six  sheets.    1  have  a 

yet  I  have  above  lOOpages  of  my  cope 

drialA,  which  Is  yet  to  he  written,  and 

there  roooa.  as  also  seven  and  thirty  lenisn. 

twenty  to  Dr.  Brockleshy,  most  of  Which  wfl 

extracts.    I  am  advised  to  extract  i 

and  leave  out  some;  for  my  first 

pages,  and  to  have  0OO  In  tlw 

besides  increasing  the  expense  < 

Indeed  has  deviaed  an  uigenlmm  waj 

volume,  by  proffaref  the  lnde&    I  have  i 

but  one  compositor.    Indeed.  I  go  aloa 

lessly  aboat  my  work.   As  Iposa  yaar#ear'l  mrt 

longing  look. 


homble  circumstaneea.  There  Is  an 
notice  of  him  by  Sir  J.  Mackintosh, 
Beotem  ef  Dr.  Jokmeom'g 
but  there  la  not 
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**  I  «m  to  emcel  a  leaf  of  the  flnt  volume,  hvrlng  found 
that  thooffh  Sir  Jochua  certainly  auured  me  he  had  no  ob- 
jection to  mj  mentionloir  that  Johnson  wrote  a  dedication 
for  him,  he  now  thinlu  otherwise.  In  that  leaf  occurs  the 
mention  of  Johnson  having  written  to  Dr.  Leland,  thanking 
the  UnlTersliT  of  Dublin  for  their  diploma.  What  shall  I 
say  as  to  it  ?  I  have  also  room  to  state  shortly  the  anecdote  of 
the  college  cook,  which  I  beg  you  may  get  tor  me.  I  shall 
be  very  anxioos  till  I  hear  from  yon. 

**  Having  harassed  you  with  so  much  about  myself.  I  have 
left  no  room  for  any  thing  else.  We  had  a  numerous  club 
on  Tuesday :  Fos  in  the  chair,  onotlng  Homer  and  Fielding, 
Ac  to  the  astonishment  of  Jo.  Wartoo ;  who,  with  Langton 
and  Seward,  ate  a  plain  bit  with  me,  in  my  new  house,  last 
Saturday.  Sir  Joshua  has  put  up  Dr.  Lawrence,  who  will 
be  blacfc-lMlled  as  sure  as  he  exists.' 

**  We  dhMd  on  Wednesday  at  Sir  Joshua's ;  thirteen  t^lA- 
cmt  Miu  F.  Himself,  Blagden.  Batt,  [Lawrence,]  Brsklne, 
Langton,  Dr.  Warton.  Metcalf,  Dr.  Lawrence,  hu  brother, 
a  clergyman.  Sir  Charles  Bunburr,  myself.'* 

••  M.  10.  Yours  of  the  5th  reached  me  yesterday. 
I  instantly  went  to  the  Don,  who  purchased  for  you  at  the 
oflce  of  Hatard  and  Ca  a  half,  stamped  bjr  government  and 
warranted  undrawn,  of  No.  43,153.  in  the  English  SUte 
Lottery.  I  have  marked  on  the  back  of  it,  *  Edmond,  Hen- 
rietta,  and  Catherine  Malooe,*  and  if  Fortune  will  not 
favour  those  three  united,  1  shall  blame  her.  This  half 
shall  lie  In  my  bureau  with  my  one  whole  one,  till  you  de- 
air«  It  to  be  placed  risewhere.  The  cost,  with  registratlra. 
Is  91.  ISf.  M.  A  half  is  always  proportionally  dearer  than  a 
whole.  I  bought  my  ticket  at  Nicholson's  the  day  before, 
and  paid  161.  &r.  for  It.  I  did  not  look  at  the  number,  but 
sealed  it  up.  In  the  evening  a  hand.bill  was  circulated  by 
Nleholson,  that  a  ticket  the  day  before  sold  at  his  office  for 
im.  Sff.  was  drawn  a  priie  of  500G/.  The  number  was 
mentioned  in  the  hand-bill.  I  had  resolved  not  to  kmow 
what  mine  was  till  after  the  drawing  of  the  lottenr  was 
flnUbed.  that  I  might  not  receive  a  tmdden  shock  of  blank  ; 
but  this  unexpected  circumstance,  which  elated  me  by  calcu- 
lating that  mine  must  certainly  be  one  of  100.  or  at  most  300 
sold  Of  Nidiotson  the  day  before,  made  me  look  at  the  two 
iMtMura  of  It  \  which,  sias  I  were  48,  whereas  those  of  the 
fortunate  one  were  S3.  I  have  remanded  my  ticket  to  its 
•fvrecy.  O I  could  I  but  get  a  few  thousands,  what  a  dif- 
ference would  it  make  upon  my  sUte  of  mind,  which  is 
harassed  by  thinking  of  my  debts.  I  am  anxious  to  bear 
your  determination  as  to  my  JfagMinn  Ofui,  I  am  very 
very  unwilling  to  part  with  the  property  of  it,  and  cerulnly 
would  not.  If  I  could  but  get  credit  ror  lOOO/.  for  three  or 
four  years.  Could  you  not  assist  me  In  that  way,  on  the 
security  of  the  book,  and  of  an  assignment  to  one  half  of  my 
reou.  7(XV.,  which,  upon  my  honour,  are  alwavs  due,  and 
would  be  rorthcomtng  in  case  of  my  decease  ?  I  wiU  not 
sell,  till  I  have  yoor  answer  as  to  this. 

**  On  Tuesday  we  had  a  Club  of  eleven  —Lords  Lucan  (In 
the  chair),  Osaory,  Macartney,  Eliot,  Bishop  of  Clonfert, 
young  Btirke,  myself,  Courtenay,  Windham.  Sir  Joshua,  and 
f  !harTes  Fox,  who  takes  to  us  exceedingly,  and  asked  to  have 
dinoOT  a  Uttia  later ;  so  it  was  to  be  at  balf^past  five.  Burke 
had  made  great  interest  for  his  drum  major,  and,  would  you 
believe  It  ?  had  not  Courtenay  and  I  been  there,  he  would 
have  been  chosen.  1  am  strangely  ill,  and  doubt  If  even  you 
eould  dispel  the  demoniac  influence.  I  have  now  before  me 
p.  4WI.  la  print :  and  983  pages  of  the  copy  only  is  exhausted. 
and  there  remains  80.  besides  the  dralA;  as  to  which  1  shall 
be  candse,  though  solemn.  Pray  how  shall  I  wind  up  ? 
Hball  I  give  the  cAarader  tnm  my  Tour,  somewhat  en* 
Urged  ?^' 

**  Ffb.  35.  I  have  not  leco  Sir  Joehua  I  Ihfaik  for 
a  fortnight.  1  have  been  worse  than  yon  can  possiblv 
Imagine,  or  I  hope  ever  shall  be  able  to  imagine ;  which 
no  flsan  can  do  without  experiencing  the  malady.  It  has 
breo  for  some  tfane  pahiftil  to  me  to  be  in  company.  I,  how- 
ever, am  a  little  better,  and  to  meet  Sir  Joshua  to-day  at 
dinner  at  Mr.  Dance's,  and  shall  tell  him  that  he  it  to  have 
good  Irish  claret. 

*«  I  am  in  a  distresslna  perplexitj  bow  to  decide  as  to  the 
property  of  my  book.  You  must  know,  that  I  am  eertaimfy 
Infonned  that  a  oertafai  person  who  dellcbts  ha  mischief  has 
bem  dtpreetaifmg  It,  so  that  I  faar  the  sale  of  it  may  be  very 
dubious.  7W  9mmrio$  and  two  gmimeas  sound  in  an  alarm- 
Ing  wianiwr.  I  believe.  In  my  present  frame,  I  should  accept 
evra  of  5001.  s  for  I  suspect  that  were  I  now  to  talk  lo 
RoMnson.  I  should  And  him  not  disposed  to  give  lOOOf.  Did 
be  dbsolmely  <^tr  It.  or  did  he  omy  express  himsrif  so  as 
that  yoo  fontfmfH  he  would  give  it  ?  The  pressing  cireum- 
stanee  is,  that  I  mmrt  lay  down  lOOOI.  bv  the  1st  of  May,  on 
•oeouat  of  the  purchase  of  land,  which  mr  old  fhmily  en- 
thusiasm urged  me  to  make.  You,  I  doubt  not,  have  fbll 
conftdfuce  In  my  honesty.  May  I  then  ask  vou  If  you  could 
venture  to  Join  with  me  la  a  bond  for  that  sum.aa  then  I 


Dr.  Lawreaea  was  black-balled,  and  did  not  beoomaa 
ber  of  the  Club  till  December  1803.  .>  WaiOBT. 
s  flee  mmli,  p.  168l  n.H.  and  109.  n.  I.     Mr.  Hamilton's 
lacreaaaa  oor  regret  at  not  beinf  able  to  penc« 


would  take  mr  chance,  and,  as  Sir  Joshua  says,  fame  with 
my  book?  Upon  my  honour,  your  telling  me  that  yon 
cannot  comply  with  what  I  propose  will  not  in  the  least 
surprise  roe,  or  make  any  manner  of  diflbrenoe  as  to  my 
opinion  of  your  fHeudship.  I  mean  to  ask  Sir  Joshua  if  he 
vnll  Join ;  for  indeed  I  snould  be  vexed  to  sell  my  Ma^um 
Opms  for  a  great  deal  less  than  its  intrinsic  value.  I  meant 
to  publish  on  Shrove  Tuesday ;  but  if  I  can  get  out  within 
the  month  of  March  1  shall  be  satisfied.  1  have  now,  I  think, 
four  or  ftp€  sheets  to  print,  which  will  make  my  second 
volume  about  575  pages.  But  I  shall  have  more  cancels. 
That  nerwnu  mortal  W.  G.  H.s  is  not  satisfied  with  my 
report  of  some  particulars  vkiek  I  vroU  down  from  kii  owm 
asonlA,  and  Is  so  much  agitated,  that  Courtenay  has  per- 
suaded me  to  allow  a  new  ediUon  ot  them  by  H.  himself  to 
be  made  at  H.'s  expense.  Besides,  it  has  occurred  to  me, 
that  when  I  mention  *  a  Utermrf  frund,*  by  Bolt  the  his- 
torian.  In  going  to  Dublin,  and  publishing  Akenside's 
Pleasures  ofthe  Imagination,  with  his  own  name  (p.  121.),  I 
may  not  be  able  to  authenticate  it,  as  Johnson  is  dead,  and 
he  may  have  relations  who  may  take  it  up  as  an  offence,  per- 
haps a  UheL  Courtenay  suggests,  that  you  may  perhaps  get 
intelUgence  whether  It  was  tmt.  The  Bishop  of  Dromore 
can  probably  tell,  as  he  knows  a  great  deal  about  Bolt.  In 
case  of  doubt,  should  I  not  cancel  the  leaf,  and  either  omit 
the  curious  anecdote  or  give  it  as  a  story  which  Johnson 
laughinglv  told  as  having  dreulated  ?  *' 

**  Hank  8.  I  have  before  me  your  voirnKteer  letter  of 
Februarv  34th,  and  one  of  5th  current,  which,  if  you  have  dated 
It  right,  bas  come  with  wonderfUl  expedition.  You  may  be 
perfectly  sure  that  I  have  not  the  smallest  fault  to  find  with 
your  disinclination  to  come  again  under  any  pecuniary  en- 
gagements for  others,  after  having  suffered  so  much  DUly 
proposes  that  he  and  Baldwin  should  each  advance  30DI.  on 
the  credit  of  my  book ;  and  If  they  do  so,  I  shall  manage  well 
enough,  for  I  now  find  that  I  can  have  600/.  In  Scotland  on 
the  credit  of  my  renU;  and  thus  I  shall  get  the  lOOOf.  paid  la 
May. 

**  You  would  obserre  some  stupid  lines  on  Mr.  Burke  la 
the  *  Oracle '  5y  Mr.  BotweUI  I  InstanUy  wrote  to  Mr. 
Burke,  expressing  my  Indignation  at  such  impertlnencsw  and 
had  next  morning  a  most  obliging  answer.  Sir  William 
Scott  told  me  I  could  have  no  legal  redress.  So  I  went 
cMUff  to  Bell,  and  he  promised  to  mention  AendsDmr^  that 
Jame$  BoiwtU,  Esq.  was  not  the  author  of  the  lines.  The 
note,  however,  on  the  subject  was  a  second  Impertinence. 
But  1  can  do  nothhig.  I  wish  Fox,  In  his  UU  upon  libels, 
would  make  a  heavy  penalty  the  conseouenoe  of  forging  any 
pelwm's  name  to  any  compositloa,  which,  in  reality,  such  a 
trick  amounts  to. 

*Mn  the  niaht  between  the  last  of  February  and  first  of 
this  month.  1  bad  a  sudden  relief  flrom  the  Inexplicable  dis- 
order, which  occasionally  clouds  my  mind  ana  makes  me 
miserable,  and  It  is  amaalng  how  well  I  have  been  since. 
Your  fHendly  admonition  as  to  excess  in  wine  hat  been  often 
too  applicable :  but  upon  this  late  occasion  I  erred  on  the 
other  side.  However,  as  I  am  now  free  from  my  restriction 
to  Courtenay.  I  shall  be  much  upon  my  guard }  for,  to  tell 
the  truth,  I  did  go  too  deep  the  day  before  yesterday  t  having 
dined  with  Mlcnad  Angelo  Taylor,  and  then  supped  at  the 
London  Tavern  with  the  stewards  of  the  Humane  Sodety, 
and  continued  till  I  know  not  what  hour  in  the  morning. 
John  Nichols  was  ioyous  to  a  pitch  of  bacchanalian  vivacity. 
I  am  to  dine  with  him  next  Monday ;  an  excelleat  city  party, 
Alderaum  Curtis,  Deputv  Birch.  4c  Ac.  I  rated  him  gently 
on  his  saying  so  little  of  your  Shakspeare.'  He  is  ready  to 
receive  more  ample  notice.  You  may  depend  on  your  havina 
whatever  reviews  that  mention  you  sent  directly.  Havel 
told  you  that  Murphy  has  vrritten  *  An  Essay  on  the  Life  and 
Writings  of  Dr.  Johnson,*  to  be  prefixed  to  the  new  edition 
of  his  works  ?  He  wrote  It  in  a  month,  and  has  received 
300if.  for  It.  1  am  quite  resolved  now  to  keep  the  property  of 
my  Mugnum  Opus  /  and  I  flatter  myself  I  shall  not  repent  It. 

^  My  title,  as  we  settled  It,  is  *  The  LUs  of  Samuel  Johnson. 
LL.D.,  comprehending  an  account  of  his  studies  and 
various  works.  In  chronological  order.  Us  conversations  with 
many  eminent  persons,  a  series  of  his  letters  to  celebrated 
men.  and  several  original  pieces  of  his  compoeldon :  the 
whole  exhibiting  a  view  of  literature  and  literary  mea  in 
Great  Britain,  lor  near  half  a  century,  during  which  be 
flourished.*  It  will  be  very  kind  if  yon  will  suggest  what  yet 
occure.  I  hoped  to  have  published  lo-day  {  but  U  will  be 
about  a  month  yet  before  I  launch.** 

**  Mmvk  IS.  Being  the  deposltorv  of  your  chaaoe  In  the 
lottery,  f  am  under  the  dbaareeable  necessity  of  communi- 
cating the  bad  news  that  It  bas  been  drawn  a  biank.  I  am 
veiT  sorry,  both  on  your  account  and  that  of  your  slatera, 
and  mv  oem :  for  had  your  share  of  good  fortune  been 
tififif .  ISf .  4d.  I  should  have  hoped  for  a  loan  to  accommodate 
me.  As  It  is,  I  shall,  as  I  wrote  to  you,  be  enabled  to 
weather  my  difficulties  for  some  time  t  but  I  am  still  in  grail 


trate  the  secret  of  Ms  political  transactions  with  Johnson. 
It  was  clearly  something  that  he  did  not  Ilka  to  rafaal.— 
Caoxca. 
I  Via.  in  the  GenlUmam*t  MmgmUmt CaoKia. 
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anxiety  about  the  ute  of  mj  book.  I  find  lo  many  people 
ihake  their  heada  at  the  two  qmartoa  and  two  gmnet»$. 
€k>urtenAy  is  clear  that  1  ahould  tound  Robinson,  and  accept 
of  a  thousand  guineas.if  he  will  give  that  sum.  Meantime, 
the  title-page  must  be  made  as  good  aa  may  be.  It  appears 
to  me  that  mentioning  his  studies,  works,  conrersationi,  and 
letters  Is  not  sufficient ;  and  I  would  suggest  comprehending 
an  account,  in  chronological  order,  or  his  studies,  works, 
fliendthlps,  acquaintance,  and  other  particulars ;  his  con- 
Tersations  with  eminent  men;  a  series  of  his  letters  to 
▼arious  persons ;  also  several  original  pieces  of  fais  compo- 
sition never  before  published.  The  woole,  &c.  You  will, 
probably,  be  able  to  assist  me  in  expressing  my  Idea,  and 
arranging  the  parts.  In  the  advertlBemnit  I  Intend  to  men- 
tion the  letter  to  Lord  Chesterfield,  and  perhaps  the  inter, 
▼lew  with  the  King,  and  the  names  of  the  correspondents  in 
alphabetical  order.  How  should  dtronolot^toal  order  stand 
la  the  order  of  the  members  of  my  title  r    I  had  at  first 


*  aUhrtOed  oorteMpomiemU,  *  which  I  don't  like.  How 
would  It  do  to  say  *  his  couTersatlons  and  epijtalary  eorr*. 
spondence  with  eminent  (or  celebrated)  persons  ? '  Stan  k 
be  ' dighmt  works,*  and  * vmriotu  partlculan  ?*  In 
It  is  difficult  to  decide. 

**  Courtenay  was  with  me  this  morning.  What  a 
Is  his  going  on  at  all  1  Yet  he  looks  well,  talks  well, 
well,  keeps  his  mare— in  short,  Is  in  all  reapecta  like  a  par- 
liament man.  Do  you  know  that  my  bad  spirits  are  n- 
tumed  upon  me  to  a  certain  degree ;  and  such  Is  the  skkly 
fondness  for  change  of  place,  and  Imaginntloo  of  reUcC.  thai 
I  sometimes  think  you  are  happier  by  being  In  DabttD.  tha 
one  is  in  this  great  metropolis,  where  hardly  any  man  cam 
for  another.  I  am  persuaded  I  diould  relish  yenr  Irtsk 
dinners  very  much.  I  have  at  last  got  chambers  lathe 
Temple,  in  the  very  staircase  where  Johnson  lived;  aai 
when  my  jtfdigistnn  O/nu  is  fairly  laundicd.  thete  sbdl  1 
make  a  trial.*^ 
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9  I.  MISS  REYNOLDS'S  RECOLLECTIONS. 

[Communicated,  in  18S9,  to  me  by  Mr.  Palmer,  grand-nephew 
of  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds.  —  Cbokbb.] 

**  aaHaa  ffarloure***  The  first  time  I  was  in  company 
with  Dr.  Johnson,  which  was  at  Miss  Cotterel*s,  (p.  79.)  I 
well  remember  the  flattering  notice  he  took  of  a  lady  pre- 
sent, on  her  saying  that  she  was  inclined  to  estimate  the 
morality  of  every  person  according  as  they  liked  or  disliked 
"  Clarlstt  Harlowe."  He  was  a  great  admirer  of  Richard- 
son's works  in  general,  but  of  **  Clarissa"  he  always  spoke 
with  the  highest  enthusiastic  praise.  He  used  to  say.  that  it 
was  the  first  book  in  the  worla  for  the  knowledge  it  displays 
of  the  human  heart. 

Rickardum.  Yet  of  the  author  I  never  heard  him  speak 
with  any  degree  of  cordiality,  but  rather  as  if  Impressed  with 
some  cause  of  resentment  against  him ;  and  this  has  been 
imputed  to  something  of  Jealousy,  not  to  say  envy,  on  account 
of  Richardson's  having  engrossed  the  attentions  and  affec- 
tionate assiduities  of  several  very  ingenious  literary  ladies, 
whom  he  used  to  call  his  adopted  daughters,  and  for  whom 
Dr.  Johnson  had  conceived  a  paternal  affection  (particularly 
for  two  of  them.  Miss  Carter  and  Miss  Mulso,  now  Mrs. 
Chapone),  previous  to  their  acquaintance  with  Richardson ; 
and  it  was  said,  that  he  thought  himself  neglected  by  them 
on  his  account. 

Female  Friendikip.  Dr.  Johnson  set  a  higher  raloe 
upon  female  frlendsnlp  than,  perhaps,  most  men ;  which 
may  reasonably  be  supposed  was  not  a  little  enhanced  by  his 
acquaintance  with  those  ladies,  if  it  was  not  originally  de- 
rived from  them.  To  their  society,  doubtless,  Richardson 
owed  that  delicacy  of  sentiment,  that  feminine  excellence,  as 
I  may  say,  that  so  peculiarly  distinguishes  his  writings  from 
those  of  his  own  sex  In  general,  how  hieh  soever  they  may 
soar  above  the  other  in  the  more  dignified  paths  of  literature. 
In  (clentiflc  investigations,  and  abstruse  inquiries. 

What  t'»  Ijtmet  Dr.  Johnson  used  to  repeat,  with  very 
apparent  delight,  some  lines  of  a  poem  written  by  Miss 
Mulso :  — 

**  Say,  Stella,  what  is  Love,  whose  cruel  power 
Hobs  virtue  of  content,  and  vouth  of  joy  ? 
What  nymph  or  goddess,  in  what  fatal  hour. 
Produced  to  light  the  mischief-making  boy  ? 

'*  Some  say,  Inr  Idleness  and  Pleasure  bred. 
The  smiling  babe  on  beds  of  roses  lay : 
There  with  soft  honey'd  dews  by  Fancy  fed. 
His  iufisnt  beauties  open'd  on  the  day."  ^ 

An  Jim.  Dr.  Johnson  had  an  uncommonly  retentive 
memory  for  every  thina  that  appeared  to  him  worthy  of  ob. 
servation.  Whatever  he  met  with  in  reading,  particularly 
poetry,  I  believe  he  seldom  required  a  revlsal  to  be  able  to 
repeat  verbatim.  If  not  literally  so,  his  deviations  were 
generally  Improvements.    This  was  the  case,  in  some  re- 


>  Johnson  paid  the  first  of  those  stantas  the  great  and  un- 
deserved compliment  of  quoting  it  in  his  Dictionary,  under 
the  word  **  Quatkain."  —  Crokbb. 


ipeots.  In  Shenstone's  poem  of  "  The  Inn,'*  which  I  h^wntti 
from  hearing  Dr.  Johnson  repeat  it ;  and  I  was  surprned. 
on  seehig  it  lately  among  the  author's  works  for  the  ins 
time,  to  find  it  so  different.  One  stanxa  be  acema  to 
extemporised  himself:— 

*'  And  once  again  I  shape  my  wi^ 

llirough  rain,  through  shine,  throogh  thick  an 


Secure  to  meet,  at  close  of  day, 
A  kind  reception  at  an  inn.**  (p.  485.) 


QtUdk   Reading.  —  He  always    read  amaxfngly   qolek, 

} glancing  his  eye  from  the  top  to  the  bottom  of  th«  page  in  ca 
nstant.  If  he  made  any  pause,  it  was  a  compliment  to  the 
work ;  and,  after  seesawing  over  It  a  few  minutea»  geoerafly 
repeated  the  passage,  espedally  if  it  was  poetry. 

Pope's  **  Etsajf  on  Afon."— One  day,  on  taking  up  Fttpr** 
*'  Essay  on  Man,*'  a  particular  passage  seemed  more  tkw 
ordinarily  to  engage  his  attention  ;  so  much  eo.  tadced.  th«t, 
contrary  to  his  usual  custom,  after  be  had  left  the  book 
and  the  seat  in  which  he  was  sitting,  be  returned  to  rvrisr  it, 
turning  over  the  pages  with  anxiety  to  find  it.  and 
repeated— 

**  Passions,  though  selfish,  if  their  means  he  bJr, 
List  under  Reason,  and  deserve  her  care : 
Those  that,  imparteii,  court  a  nobler  aim. 
Exalt  their  kind,  and  take  some  virtue's  naaw.* 

His  task,  probably,  was  the  whole  paragraph,  but  these 
only  were  audible. 
FawourHe  fVrses.— He  seemed  much  to  delight  In 

ing  verses,  particularly  from  Pope.  Among  the  many  I 

had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  him  redte,  the  oondaaioe  of  sW 
"  Dundad,"  and  his  "  Epistle  to  Jervas,"  seoied  to  dani 
his  highest  admiration :  two  lines  of  it~. 

*'  Led  br  some  rule  that  guides,  but  not  coiMtraina, 
And  finish *d  more  through  hap|dneas  than  palna,** 

he  used  to  remark,  was  a  union  that  coostitutad  the  ■y»T««»^t"' 
degree  of  excellence  in  the  fine  arts. 

Two  lines  from  Pope's  "  Universal  Prayer  '*  I  have  be«fd 
him  quote,  in  very  serious  conversation,  aa  hia  theotogscal 
creed:  — 

**  And  binding  Nature  ftst  hi  ftte. 
Left  free  the  human  wBl." 

Some  lines  also  he  used  to  repeat  In  his  beet  mamer. 
written  In  memory  of  Bishop  Boulter  (p.  107.),  whhdi  I  be- 
lieve are  not  much  known :  — 

**  Some  write  their  wrongs  in  marble :  he,  more  j«at» 
Stoop'd  down  serene  and  wrote  them  in  the  dust: 
Trod  under  foot,  the  sport  of  every  wind. 
Swept  from  the  earth,  and  blotted  from  bis  alniL 
There,  secret  in  the  grave,  he  iMule  them  lie. 
And  griev'd  they  could  not  'scape  the  Almighty's  eye.* 

A  lady  [Miss  R^(Ms].  who  had  learnt  them  ftvm  Pr 
Johnson,  thought  she  bad  made  a  mistake,  or  bad  forgocfoiK* 
words,  as  she  coula  not  make  out  a  reference  to  **  thrre,"  sad 
mentioned  it  to  him.  "  No,**  said  he,  "  she  had  not."  asd. 
after  see-sawing  a  few  minutes,  said  something  that  indicOed 
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turprfie  ttMt  h«  ihould  not  hftve  made  the  ume  remark 
before. 

Some  tine  after  be  told  the  ladr  that  tbeae  linet  were  In- 
•ertni  io  the  last  eiUtlon  of  hli  Dictionary,  under  the  word 
-  »rvn."  • 

(;oMm/ll.  ~  Of  Goldtmith'g  **  Traveller  **  he  UMd  to 
iprak  tn  termi  of  the  highest  commendation.  A  lady  TMlsi 
Kcyaoldi  herself],  I  remember,  who  had  the  pleasure  of  hear- 
ing Dr.  Johnson  read  It  flrom  the  beginning  to  the  end  on  Its 
flrtt  coming  oat,  to  testify  her  admiration  of  It,  exclaimed,  **  I 
nrrer  more  shall  think  Dr.  Goldsmith  ugly." 

In  bavlog  tiioaght  so,  howerer,  she  was  by  no  means  sin- 

Kilar :  an  Instance  of  which  I  am  rather  Inclined  to  mention, 
•ciuse  it  InvolTes  a  remarkable  one  of  Dr  Johnson's  ready 
wit :  for  this  lady,  one  erening  being  In  a  large  party,  was 
called  open  after  supper  for  ner  toast,  and  seeming  em- 
barratied,  she  was  desired  to  give  the  ugliest  man  she  knew ; 
and  the  immedlalely  named  Dr.  Goldsmith,  on  which  a  lady 
(Mn.  Cholroondelev)  on  the  other  side  of  the  table  rose  up 
and  reached  across  to  shake  hands  with  her,  expressing  some 
drtire  of  being  better  acquainted  with  her.  It  neingtfae  0rst 
time  they  had  met;  on  which  Dr.  Johnson  said,  "Thus  the 
ancienu.  on  the  commencement  of  their  fHendsblps,  used  to 
ssrrlflce  a  beast  betwixt  them.*' 

Sir  Joshua,  I  have  often  thought,  never  gave  a  more  strik- 
ing proof  of  his  excellence  In  portrait-painting,  than  In 
gif  ing  dignity  to  Dr.  Goldsmith's  countenance,  and  yet  pre- 
sprving  a  strong  likeness.    But  he  drew  after  his  mind,  or 

I  rather  his  genius,  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  make  that  distinc- 
tion :  astimilatUig  the  one  with  his  conversation,  the  other 
vith  his  works. 

Dr.  Goldsmith's  cast  of  countenance,  and  indeed  bis  whole 
figure  from  head  to  foot.  Impressed  every  one  at  first  sight 
with  an  idea  of  his  being  a  low  mechanic ;  particularly,  I  be- 
llfte,  a  journeyman  taflor.  A  little  concurring  instance  of 
thl«  I  well  remember.  One  day  at  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds's, 
in  company  with  some  gentlemen  and  ladles,  he  was  rdatlng 
with  great  Indignation  an  insult  be  had  Just  received  from 
n>nr  gmtleman  he  had  aoddentallv  met  (I  think  at  a 
cofn^.bouse).  "The  fellow,"  he  said,  "took  me  for  a  tai- 
lor :  "  on  which  all  the  party  either  laughed  aloud  or  showed 
th^v  suppressed  a  laugli. 

I)r.  Jonnson  seemed  to  have  noch  more  kindness  fbr  Gold. 
strtth,  than  Goldsmith  bad  for  him.  He  always  appeared 
Ui  iM*  overawed  by  Johnson,  particularly  when  in  companv 
with  people  of  any  consequence,  always  as  if  Impressed  with 
s«>me  fear  of  disgrace ;  and.  Indeed,  well  he  might.  I  have 
b>vMi  witness  to  many  mortifications  be  has  suflered  In  Dr. 
Joiinson's  company;  one  day  in  particular,  at  Sir  Joshua's 
Ulilo,  a  gentleman  to  whom  he  was  tallUng  his  best  stopped 
ht'n.  In  the  midst  of  his  discourse,  with  "  Husb!  hush  I  Dr. 
Johiuon  is  going  to  say  something." 

At  another  time,  a  gentleman  who  was  sitting  twtween  Dr. 
Joiinson  and  Dr.  Goldsmith,  and  with  whom  he  had  been 
d4» puling,  remarkMl  to  another,  loud  enough  for  Goldsmith 
Co  hi*ar  hhn,  **  That  be  had  a  fine  time  of  it,  between  Una 
majar  and  Urtm  minor  !  "  * 

T'dAimg' omr't  beti.'-  Mr.  Baretti  used  to  remark,  with 
a  •mile,  that  Dr.  Johnson  always  talked  his  best  to  the  ladies. 
If  lit.  indeed,  that  was  his  general  practice  to  all  who  would 
f(irnt*h  him  with  a  subject  worthy  of  his  discussion:  for, 
w  h«kt  was  very  singular  In  him.  be  would  rareli%if  ever,  begin 
any  sut>ject  himself,  but  would  sit  silent  (p.  W7.)  till  some* 
thine  W.4  partlcularlv  addressed  to  him,  and  If  that  happened 
c#i  l<*ad  to  any  scientiflc  or  moral  inquiry,  his  benevolence,  I 
b«-llrve.  more  Immediately  incttrd  him  to  expatiate  on  it 
l^>r  the  ediftcatloo  of  the  ignorant  than  for  any  other  motive 
wi»/it«'ver. 

Origtmat  Sin.  —  One  day,  on  a  lady's  telling  him  that 
•h«'  had  rvad  Pameirs  **  Hermit"  with  dissatisfaction,  for  she 
<i>iild  not  help  thinking  that  thieves  and  murderers,  who 
« <Tr  such  immediate  minlstert  fnm  Heaven  of  good  to  man, 
rii<l  not  deserve  such  punishments  as  our  laws  inflict  Dr. 
J  ihnson  spoke  such  an  eloquent  oration,  so  deeply  phlloso- 
l>M(  al.  as  Indeed  afforded  a  most  striking  Instanos  of  the 
tr  'tU  of  Barettl's  otMertatlon,  but  of  which,  to  my  great 
r«->rrrt.  I  can  give  no  corroborating  proof,  mymemorvAir- 

II  «^iing  me  with  nothing  more  than  barely  the  genersi  ten- 
;l.-iic7  of  bis  arguments,  which  was  to  prove,  that  though 
>c  might  be  said  that  wicked  men,  as  well  as  the  good,  were 
r  I  iiittrr*  of  God,  because  in  the  moral  sphere  the  good  we 
•  .>«*y  aod  the  evil  we  sulftr  are  administered  to  us  by  man, 

I » t.  as  Infinite  Goodness  could  not  Inspire  or  influence  man 
:o  art  wickedly,  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  was  his  divine  pro- 
t^-rxj  to  produce  good  out  of  evil,  whI  as  man  was  endowed 
k  t:  h  free  will  to  act,  or  to  refrain  from  acting  wickedly,  with 
Lfi(>«l«df«  of  good  and  evil,  with  oonscicnoe  to  admonish 


1  Wf  see  In  this  CHe.  as  In  that  of  Hiss  Molso,  that  John- 
r>n*«  personal  partlalltlea  Induced  him  to  quote  In  his  Die- 
I  #ri.iry  authors  who  had  no  buslnru  there;  unless.  Indeed, 
h*-»4>  finea,  which  seem  above  Madden's  usual  rate,  be  John- 
ritt**  own.  See  mstf,  p.  107.,  the  motive  of  his  gratitude  to 
i  A«lilfn.  — .  CaoKga. 

3  r  his  U  a  striking  Instance  of  the  easy  fkhricatlon  of  what 
re  caUed  mmMMet,  aod  of  how  little  even  the  best  authorl- 


and  to  direct  htm  to  choose  the  one  and  to  reject  the  other, 
he  was,  therefore,  as  criminal  in  the  sight  of  God  and  of  man, 
and  as  deserving  punishment  for  his  evil  deeds,  as  if  no  good 
had  resulted  fttrni  them. 

And  yet,  thouch,  to  the  best  of  my  remembrance,  this  was 
the  substance  of  Dr.  Johnson's  discourse  In  answer  to  the 
lady's  observation,  I  am  rather  apprehensive  that,  in  some 
respects,  it  may  be  thought  inconsistent  with  his  general 
assertions,  that  man  was  by  nature  much  more  Inclined 
to  evil  than  to  good.  But  it  would  ill  become  me  to  expa- 
tiate on  such  a  suMect. 

Yet,  what  can  be  said  to  reconcile  his  opinion  of  the 
natural  tendency  of  the  human  heart  to  evil  with  his  own 
lealous  virtuous  propenslons?  Nothing,  perhaps,  at  least 
by  me,  but  that  this  opinion,  I  believe,  was  founded  upon 
ruigioiu  principles  relating  to  original  sin ;  and  I  well  re- 
member that,  when  disputing  with  a  person  on  this  subject, 
who  thought  that  nature,  reason,  and  virtue  were  the  con- 
stltuwit  principles  of  humanity,  he  would  say,  "  Nav,  nay.  If 
man  is  1^  nature  prompted  to  act  virtuously,  all  the  divine 
precepts  of  the  Gospel,  all  its  denunciations,  all  the  laws 
enacted  by  man  to  restrain  man  from  evil,  had  been  needless." 

Sfjfmpaikif.  —  It  is  certain  that  he  would  scarcely  allow 
any  one  to  feel  much  for  the  distresses  of  others  ;  or  what- 
ever he  thought  they  might  feel,  he  was  very  apt  to  Impute 
to  causes  that  did  no  honour  to  human  nature.  Indeed,  I 
thought  him  rather  too  fond  of  Rochefoucault  maxims. 

Evit  Propentiomt,  —  The  very  strict  watch  he  appar- 
ently kept  over  his  mind  seems  to  correspond  wltn  his 
thorough  conviction  of  nature's  evil  propensions ;  but  It 
might  be  as  likely  In  consequence  of  his  dread  of  those  pecu- 
Uar  ones,  whatever  they  were,  which  attended,  or  rather 
constituted,  bis  mental  malady,  which,  1  have  observed, 
might  probably  have  Incited  him  so  often  to  pray ;  and  I  im- 
pute it  to  the  same  cause,  that  he  so  frequently,  with  great 
earnestness,  desired  his  Intimate  acquaintance  to  pray  for 
him,  apparently  on  very  slight  occasions  of  corporeal  dis- 
order. 

Dr.  Dodd.  ^  That  Dr.  Johnson  should  have  desired 
one  prayer  tfom  Dr.  Dodd,  who  was  himself  such  an  atrocious 
ofltoder,  has  been  very  much  condemned  t  but  we  ought  to 
consider  that  Dr.  Johnson  might,  perhaps,  have  had  sufficient 
reason  to  believe  Dodd  to  be  a  sincere  penitent,  which. 
Indeed,  was  the  case :  and.  besides,  his  mind  was  so  softened 
with  pltv  and  compassion  for  him.  so  Impressed  with  the 
awful  idea  of  his  situation,  the  last  evening  of  his  life,  that 
he  probably  did  not  think  of  his  former  transgressions,  or 
thought,  perhaps,  that  he  ought  not  to  remember  them,  when 
the  oOhMer  was  so  soon  to  vpptax  before  the  Supreme  Judge 
of  heeven  and  earth. 

Dr.  Johnson  told  me  that  Dodd.  on  reading  his  letter, 
(amti,  p.  M4.)  gave  It  into  the  hands  of  his  wife,  with  a  stmng 
Iniunctioo  never  to  part  with  it ;  that  he  had  slept  during 
the  night,  and  when  he  awoke  In  the  morning,  be  did  not 
Immediately  recollect  that  he  was  to  suffer,  and  when  he  did, 
be  expressed  the  utmost  horror  and  agoor  of  mind— out- 
rageously vehement  In  bis  speech  and  In  hu  looks— till  he 
went  into  the  chapel,  and  on  his  coming  out  of  it  his  face 
expressed  the  most  angellcpeace  and  composure. 

He  also  told  me  that  Dodd  probably  entertained  some 
hopes  of  life  even  to  the  lart  moment,  having  been  flatterrd 
by  some  of  bis  medical  friends  that  there  was  a  chance  of 
suspendfaig  its  total  extinction  till  he  was  cut  down,l7  placing 
the  knot  of  the  rope  In  a  particular  manner  behind  his  ear. 
That  then  he  was  to  be  carried  to  a  c«>nvenient  place,  where 
they  would  use  their  utmost  eiuleavour  to  recover  him.  All  this 
was  done.  The  hangman  observed  their  ii^unctions  In  fixing 
the  rope,  and  as  the  cart  drew  off,  said  in  Dodd's  ear,  you 
must  not  move  an  inch  I  But  he  struggled.—  Being  carried 
to  the  place  appointed,  his  friends  endeavoured  to  restore 
him  by  bathing  his  breast  with  warm  water,  which  Dr.  John- 
son said  was  not  so  likely  to  have  that  eflbct  as  cold  water : 
and  on  this  occasion  be  repeated  [with  a  slight  variation]  the 
story  already  told  [eisl^,  p.  UO.l  that  a  man  wandered  round 
the  prison  some  days  benire  his  execution,  with  bank  notes  in 
his  pocket  to  the  amount  of  a  thoutaod  pounds,  to  bribe 
the  Jailor  to  let  him  escape. 

IforMf  Mekmekolif — It  was  a  gloomy  axiom  of  his, 
that  the  pains  and  miseries  of  human  life  outweighed  Its 
happiness  and  good :  but  on  a  lady's  asking  blm,  whether 
he  would  not  permit  tketme  amd  fWsl  qf  eommom  life  to  be 
pot  into  the  scale  of  happiness  and  good,  he  seemed  embar- 
rassed (very  unusual  wltn  bbn),  andanswering in  theafllnn- 
atlve,  rose  from  his  scat,  as  If  to  avoid  the  inference  and 
reply,  which  bis  answer  authorised  the  lady  to  make. 

But  much  may  be  said  In  Dr.  Johnson's  JtistlflcaUon,  sup- 
poaing  this  notion  should  not  meet  with  universal  approb^ 


ties  can  be  relied  oo  In  such  matters.  The  real  aaeedote 
was  uf  Doctor  M^for  and  Doctor  Motor  (see  mstf.  p.  SM.) 
br  no  means  so  happy  as  the  Ihbricallon ;  and  the  title  of 
Urta  M^^  was  applied  to  Johnson  by  old  I^ford  Aucbinl«ch 
(anirf,  p.  aM.).  From  these  two  facu  the  pleasant  fallacy 
quoted  by  Hiss  Beynulds  was  oo  doubt  compounded— 
Caoosa. 
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tion,  be  haiing.  It  If  probable.  Imbibed  it  In  the  early  part  of 
bit  life  when  under  the  preMure  of  adrene  fortune,  and  In 
every  period  of  It  under  the  atill  heavier  preMure  and  more 
adverse  influence  of  Nature  herself;  for  I  have  often  heard 
htm  Innent  that  he  Inherited  firom  bit  &tber  a  morbid  dis- 
position both  ofbodyandofmiod— anoppressivemelancboly, 
which  robbed  him  of  the  common  enjoyments  of  life.  ^ 

Indeed,  Im  seemfd  to  atmggle  almost  incessantly  with  tome 
mental  evil,  and  often,  by  the  expression  of  bis  countenance 
and  the  motion  of  bis  lipe,  appeared  to  be  oflhring  up  some 
elaculation  to  Heaven  to  remove  iL  But  in  Lent,  or  near 
the  approa^  of  any  (rMt  festival,  he  would  generally  retire 
from  the  company  to  a  comer  of  the  room,  but  moitcom- 
monly  behtnd  a  window-curtain,  to  pray,  and  with  such 
energy,  and  In  so  loud  a  whisper,  that  every  word  was  heard 
distinctly,  particularly  the  Lord's  Prayer  and  the  Apostles* 
Creed,  with  which  be  constantly  concluded  his  devotions. 
Sometimes  some  words  would  emphatically  escape  him  in 
his  usual  tone  of  voice. 

At  these  holy  seasons  be  secluded  himself  more  from  so- 
ciety than  at  other  times,— at  least  from  general  and  mixed 
society ;  and  oo  a  gentleman's  sending  him  an  Invitation  to 
dinner  on  Easter  eve,  he  was  highly  ofltoded,  and  expressed 
himself  so  in  his  answer. 

Probably  his  studious  attention  to  the  secret  workings  of 
•  bis  jteeuUar  menUU  infirmitif,  together  with  bis  experience 
of  divine  assistance  oo<^»perating  with  his  reasoning  facul* 
ties  to  repel  its  force,  may  have  proved  in  the  nigbpst 
degree  cooiducive  to  the  exaltation  of  nis  piety,  and  the  pre- 
emlnenoe  of  his  wisdom.  And  I  think  it  equally  probable, 
that  all  his  natural  defects  were  conducive  to  that  end ;  for 
being  so  peculiarly  debarred  from  the  enjoyment  of  those 
amusements  which  the  eve  and  the  ear  afford,  doubtlem  he 
sought  more  assiduously  for  those  gratifications  which  scien- 
tlfk  pursuits  or  philosophic  meditation  bestow. 

PtimiMg  amd  Mvtie,  _  These  defecU  sufllclently  ac- 
count for  his  lnsen«ibility  of  the  charms  of  music  and  of 
painting,  being  utterly  Incapable  of  receiving  any  delight 
fhim  the  one  or  the  other,  particularly  from  painting,  nis 
sight  being  more  defldent  than  bis  heanng. 

Of  the  superficies  of  the  fine  arts,  or  visible  objects  of 
taste,  he  could  have  had  but  an  Imperfect  idea ;  but  as  to  the 
invisible  Drindples  of  a  natural  good  taste,  doubtless  he  was 
possessed  of  these  In  the  most  eminent  degree,  and  I  should 
have  thoucht  it  a  strange  inconsistency  indeed  in  his  cfaa.- 
racter,  baa  be  really  wanted  a  taste  for  music ;  but  as  a  proof 
that  he  did  not,  I  think  1  had  need  only  mention,  that  he 
was  remaritably  fond  of  Dr.  Burney's  '*  History  of  Music,"  * 
and  that  he  said  it  showed  that  the  author  understood  the 
philosophy  of  music  better  than  any  man  that  ever  wrote  on 
thatsublect. 

It  is  certain  that,  when  In  the  company  of  connoisseurs, 
whose  conversation  has  turned  chlefiy  upon  the  merits  of  the 
attractive  charms  of  painting,  perhaps  of  pictures  that  were 
immediately  under  their  Innoicction,  Dr.  Johnson,  I  have 
thought,  used  to  appear  as  if  consdous  of  his  unbecoming 
situanon,  or  rather,  I  might  say,  suspicious  that  it  waa  an 
unbecoming  situation. 

But  it  was  observable,  that  he  rather  avoided  the  dis- 
covery of  it ;  for  when  asked  his  opinion  of  the  likeness  of 
any  portrait  of  a  friend,  he  has  generally  evaded  the  ques- 
tion, and  if  obliged  to  examine  It,  be  has  held  the  picture 
most  ridiculously,  quite  dose  to  his  eye,  just  as  he  hdd  his 
book.  But  lie  was  so  unwilling  to  expose  that  defect,  that 
he  was  much  displeased  with  Sir  Joshua,  I  remember,  for 
drawing  him  with  his  book  held  in  that  manner,  whidi,  I 
believe,  was  the  cause  of  that  picture  being  IHl  imfinisbed.* 

Religion  amd  Btoralilif,  —  Good^re€iimg.  —  On  every 
occasion  that  had  the  least  tendency  to  depredate  religion  or 
morality,  he  totally  disregarded  all  forms  or  rules  of  good- 
breeding,  as  utterly  unworthy  of  the  slightest  consideration. 
But  it  must  be  confessed,  that  he  sometimes  suffered  this 
noble  prindple  to  transgress  Its  due  bounds,  and  to  extend 
even  to  those  who  were  anywise  connected  with  the  person 
who  had  offended  him. 

IVaJtes Johnson's  dislike  of  Mr.  Wilkes  was  so  great 

that  It  extended  even  to  his  connections.  He  happeiMd  to 
dine  one  day  at  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds's  with  a  uuge  and 
dittinguisbco  company,  amongst  which  were  Mr.  Wilkes's 
brother.  Israel,  and  his  lady.  In  the  course  of  conversation, 
Mr.  Israel  Wilkes  was  about  to  make  some  remark,  when 
Johnson  suddenly  stopped  him  with,  "  I  hope,  sir,  what  you 
are  going  to  say  nsay  be  better  worth  hearing  than  what  you 
have  already  said.^*  This  rudeness  shocked  and  spresid  a 
gloom  over  the  whole  party,  particularly  as  Mr.  Israd  Wilkes 
was  a  gentleman  of  a  very  amiable  character  and  of  refined 
taste,  and,  what  Dr.  Johnson  little  suspected,  a  very  loyal 


I  This  last  Mragraph  was  originally  written,  **terr^^img 
wtHtmrko^,  immcA  ke  wmt  Bomettmes  apprtkautwe  kon^rm 
en  AuMSf<|f.**  This  Miss  Reynolds  softened  into  the  remark 
as  it  stands  above;  but  he  himself  did  not  scrapie  to  adltt 
tORiethIng  like  madnru.  (mslc',  p.  SM.)  —  CaoKin. 

*  Miss  Reynolds  will  hardly  convince  any  one  that  Dr. 
Johnson  wms  fond  of  mtuic  by  provlnir  that  he  was  fond  of 
his  friend  Dr.  Burney's  "  Hbtory  of  Music.**    The  truth  la, 


aiibf eet.    Johmoo  afterwards  owned  In  Misa  wjmu^  ws  « 

he  was  very  sony  that  he  had  -tmmUtd  Wllkea.  as  hts  «i<«  i 

was  present.'*     Miss  R^nolds  replied  that   be  sfcsidi  he  I 

sorry  for  many  reasons.    **  Mo,'*  ssikl  JobnaoB,  who  mm  wr  | 

reluctant  to  apnlogise  for  oflbnoes  of  thia  natsuw :  **  no,  I  | 

only  regrat  it  because  his  wife  was  by.**    Miss  BsyneMs  b»-  i 
lieved  that  he  had  no  kind  of  motive  for  thia  iaciviliiy  to  Mi. 

1.  WUkca  but  disgust  at  his  brother's  nolitienl  prtncWea.  I 

iUpmkliram.  —  His  trvntment  of    larwl    Wii£ce  was  I 
mild  in  comparison  of  what  a  gentlaaaaa  (  Mr.  Kilsoci) 


with  from  him  one  day  at  Sir  Joshna  BMnmlda'a,  a 
at  law  and  a  man  of  fhdiion,  wbo^  csi  cUacoMrai^  mUh  Dr. 
(then  Mr.)  Johnson  oo  the  laws  and  govemaiaia  of 
nations  (I  remember  partlctttarly  thoee   nt  Vcaloe). 
ing  to  speak  of  them  in  tctma  of  laigh 
es,  Sbr,"  says  Johnson,  **aU  rapdbUa 
you  do."    How  the  conversation  ended  I  have  faiguc  k  was 
so  many  years  ago ;  but  that  he  made  no  apolavr  to  «« 
gentleman  I  am  very  sore,  nor  to  any 
such  an  outrage  against  sodety. 

It^fimemee  tf  Age.  —  Of  latisr  years  ha  _ 
oompanlonable,  and  I  have  heard  him  aaj, 
himself  to  be  ao.  **  In  my  yoongar  days***  be  i 
Is  true  I  was  much  Inclined  to  treat  manhimi  with 
and  contempt ;  but  I  found  it  answered 
thought  it  wiser  and  better  to  take  the 
Besides,  as  I  have  advanced  toi  liCr  I  h«ve  liad 
to  be  satisfied  with  It.    Mankind  have  treated  ao 
kindneas,  and  of  coorae  I  have  more  hlndmos  iar 

FmKH§ In  the  latter  part  of  bla  UCb, 

cumstances  were  very  diflerentfhMi  what  U>ey  were  lo  cb»  b»- 
ginning.  Before hehad  tlienensioo,  hetttemUy  dreeeed  \Am  s 
beggar^}  and  from  what  I  luve  been  cold,  be  aa  llknai>r 
lived  as  such  (  at  least  as  to  common  convwbleamaa  lo  km 
apartments,  wantina  even  a  chair  to  sit  em,  uutieiBlaHy  la  ii«« 
study,  where  a  gentleman  who  frequently  vwcod  ' 
writing  bis  **  Idlers  "  coostanUy  found  him  at  bia  ( 

00  one  with  three  legs ;  and  oo  rising  froaa  it,  he 
that  Dr.  Johnson  never  fbrgot  Its  defott,  bat  wnsild  *«^<-r 
hold  it  in  hit  hand  or  place  it  with  great  msonwoon  ^axac 
some  support,  taking  no  notice  of  Itaunperfoctm  lo  hsa  1^ 
tor.  Whether  the  visitor  sat  on  a  dmir.  or  oo  a  piOr  irf 
folloa,  or  how  he  sat,  I  never  iiihiimIiiii  to  havo  bee«  tcM. 

Pridt  or  PclUmtu,~'  It  waa  rsBsaitalda  la  Dr.  Jo**, 
aon,  that  no  external  drcmostanoaa  ever  ptooipioo  htm,  %' 
make  any  dpology,or  to  seem  even  tensibio  af  tbccr  < 
Whether  this  ww  theeflbct  of  philoeophie  prUa,  or 
partial  notion  of  his  respecting  high  lis ei ding,  U 
Strange  as  it  may  appear,  he  scrupled  not  to  boost. 
man  knew  the  rules  of  true  politenees  " 
and«  stranger  still,  **  that  no  man  mor 
them." 

Ceremamg  to  Ladko^  —  He  partiodarlf 
upon  his  niee  observance  of  car  maun" 
ladies.   A  remarkable  Instaaee  of  thia 
any  lady  to  walk  frtnn  bis  booae  to  her  < 
Court,  unattended  by  himself  to  hand 

1  have  reason  to  snppoae  It  to  be  bis  ^ 
his  constant  performance  of  it  to  tliosa  with  wl 
the  most  Intimately  acoualnted).  pi  46g. ;  aod  Hi 
prevented  it  from  driving  off,  there  be  woold  wtmA  1^  •»■ 
door  of  it,  and  gatlier  a  asob  around  him  ;  lodaod.  ibcj  «  «.  • 
begin  to  gather  the  monMot  be  appeased  baodlaj  ta-  «_- 
down  the  stcns  Into  Fleet-street.    Bat  to  deeiiifci 
pearance— his  Important  air  ~  that  indeed  caaaot 
scribed ;  and  his  morning  habiliments  would  emcsc*  cte 
most  astonishment  in  my  reader,  that  a  mao  in  bia  »• 
couM  think  of  stepping  outside  bla  door  fo 
be  seen  at  home.    Sometimea  ha  exhibited 
distance  of  eight  or  ten  doors  fVom  Bolt  Coatv,  to  p« 
carriage,  to  the  no  small  diversion  of  tiae  popoJaiiu.  Xmi  I  * ' 
certain  that  to  tliose  who  love  laughing,  a 
dress  fkom  head  to  foot  would  be  highly 

Gueral  I  believe  be  thooght  the 
ok ;  but  I  forbear,  oat  of  respect  to  bis 
more  tikan  this  slight intimatloB  of  It :  far,  ■■  i^  « r--      « 
minute  description  of  bis  figure,  fresn  his  wig  to  bM  t £  -  -  -v 
a  thought  occurred  that  It  might  probably  racttr 
aon  to  delineate  it,  and  I  might  have  the 
It  hung  up  at  a  printshop 
hiblted 

Jokntom*i  Dreat*  ^-  Bla 
aovery  aaean,  that  ooi 

ladies  up  stairs,  oo  a  visit  to  a  lady  of  fubMo[MMM  i  ««  «% 
p.  79.  J  the  servant,  not  knowing  liilm.  Msddeb^  Msead  j-  »  » 
the  shoulder,  and  exclaimed,  **Wbcve  are  f%m 
strivhig  at  the  aaaee  tlaee  to  dr^  hte ' 


<>> 


bihte 


he  held  both  pahitlng  and  mi 
probably  his  organs  sibrdad 
either. 'Ceoxaa. 

*  This,  however,  or  a  sbollae  pkCne^ 
graved  as  the  froaHspieea  of  Murphy  s 
son's  works.  —  Caoaaa. 

*  Miss  Hawkins,  In  her 
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<then  Mr.)  Reynold*,  who  wm  a  few  ttepi  behind,  prerented 
»)f  r  from  doing  or  MJing  more,  and  Mr.  Johnson  growled  all 
the  VkAj  up  stairt,  aa  well  he  might.  He  seemed  much 
chagrined  and  discomposed.  Unluckily,  whilst  in  thU 
tiumotir,  alady  of  high  rank'  happening  to  call  upon  Mlas 
C\>tterel.  he  was  most  violently  offended  with  her  for  not  In. 
croductng  him  to  her  ladyship,  and  still  more  so  for  her  seem> 

I  iig  to  show  more  attention  to  her  than  to  him.  After  sitting 
i^<ims  time  silent,  mediuting  how  to  daum  Miss  Cotterel,  be 
iiddressed  himself  to  Mr.  Reynolds,  who  sat  next  him,  and, 
AllfT  a  few  introductory  words,  with  a  loud  Toice  said,  "  I 
wonder  which  of  us  two  could  get  most  money  at  his  trade  in 
orifi  week,  were  we  to  work  hard  at  it  from  morning  till 

II  Viit."  I  don't  nrmemher  the  answer  ;  but  I  know  that  the 
1^1  f,  fifing  soon  after,  went  away  without  knowing  what 
trade  they  were  of.  She  might  probably  suspect  Mr.  John- 
son to  be  a  poor  author  by  hU  dress ;  and  because  the  trade 
<>r  neither  a  blacksmith,  a  porter,  or  a  chairman,  which  she 
probably  would  have  taken  him  for  in  the  street,  was  not 
i|uit<>  so  suitable  to  the  place  she  law  him  in.  This  Incident 
h«-  used  to  mention  with  great  glee  <~  how  he  had  downed 
Miss  Cottard,  though  at  the  same  time  be  professed  a  great 
frifadihip  and  esteem  for  that  lady. 

Dr.  Bamard.—'*  Forty -five."  —  It  ia  certain,  for  such 
kiiid  of  mortifications,  he  never  expressed  any  concern  ;  but 
on  r>ther  occasions  he  has  shown  an  amiable  sorrow  ^  for  the 
«>flrenc«  he  has  given,  particularly  if  it  seemed  to  Involve  the 
stiKhtest  disrespect  to  the  churcn  or  to  its  ministers. 

1  shall  never  forcet  with  what  regret  he  spoke  of  the  rude 
rrply  be  made  to  Dr.  Bamaid,  on  his  Mvlng  that  men  never 
improved  after  the  age  of  forty-five.  "  'fhat's  not  true.  Sir,** 
said  Johnson.  **  You,  who  perhaps  are  forty-eight,  may  still 
loaprove  if  yoa  will  tiy:  I  wish  you  would  set  about  It ;  and  I 
am  afraid."  he  added,  **  there  is  great  room  for  it ; "  and  this 
was  said  In  rather  a  large  party  of  ladles  and  gentlemen  at 
dinner.  Soon  after  the  laaiet  withdrew  from  the  table,  Dr. 
Johnson  followed  them,  and  sitting  down  by  the  lady  of  the 
house,  he  said,  **  I  am  very  sorry  for  having  spoken  so  rudely 
to  me  dean.'*  **  You  veir  well  may.  Sir,"  "  Yes,'*  he  said, 
**  It  was  higblv  improper  to  speak  (a  that  style  to  a  minister 
of  the  Gospel,  and  1  am  the  more  hurt  on  reflecting  with 
«  hat  mild  dignity  he  received  It."  When  the  Dean  came  up 
liito  the  drawing-room.  Dr.  Johnson  immediately  rose  from 
tilt  seat,  and  made  him  sit  on  the  sofa  by  him,  and  with  such 
a  brscechiog  look  for  pardon  and  with  such  fond  gestures  — 
litfTaliy  smoothing  down  his  arms  aad  his  knees  —  tokens 
o:  p«>niteuce,  which  were  so  graciously  received  by  the  Dean 
^«  lo  make  13r.  Johnson  very  happy,  and  not  a  little  added  to 
tn*  r«teera  and  respect  be  had  previously  entertained  for  his 
cri  irarter. 

'i*ho  next  morning  the  Dean  called  on  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds 
«  uu  the  following  verses :  — 

"  I  lately  thought  no  man  alive 
Could  e'er  improve  past  forty-five, 

And  ventured  to  asiert  it. 
The  observation  was  not  new. 
But  setm'd  to  me  so  just  and  true 
That  none  could  controvert  IL 

** '  Ko,  Sir.'  says  Johnson,  *  'tis  not  so  \ 
'lis  your  mistake,  and  I  can  show 
An  Instance  if  you  doubt  it. 
You,  who  perhaps  are  forty-eight. 
May  still  improve,  —  't  is  not  too  late  :— 
I  wish  you'd  set  about  It.' 

**  Fnrouraged  thus  to  mend  my  faults, 
I  turu'd  hit  counsel  in  mv  thoughts 
Which  way  1  could  apply  It; 
Cenius  I  knew  was  pa<t  my  reach, 
For  who  can  leam  what  none  can  teach  ? 
And  wit^I  could  not  buy  it. 

•  •  Th«i  come,  my  friends,  and  try  your  skill ; 
Yoa  may  improve  me  if  you  will.   ^ 

( My  bookt  are  at  a  distance) ; 
With  you  I'll  live  and  leam,  and  then 
Instead  of  books  I  shall  read  men  ; 

So  lend  me  your  assistance. 

**  Dear  knight  of  Plyraptnn  ^.  teach  me  How 
To  suffer,  with  unclouded  brow 
And  smile  serene  as  tliine. 
The  J^t  uncouth  and  truth  severe ; 
Like  thee  to  turn  my  deafest  ear. 
And  calmly  drink  my  wine. 


'  I^ady  Fitsroy.  —  Miss  Rktnolos.  —  See  amU,  p.  79.  where 
this  story  Is  told  of  the  Duchess  of  Argyll  and  another  lady 
c«f  h:Kh  rank :  that  other  lady  was  no  doubt  the  person  erro- 
rs .oly  d^slgnatmt  by  Miss  Revnoids  as  Ladg  fitxrojf.  She 
^A>  iiily   was    Klizaheih   Crosby,  wife   of    Lord  Augustus 

itxroy.  and  grandmother  of  the  present  Duke  of  Graltun. 

—  CSOKIR. 

>  **  llf  repented  just  as  certainly,  however,  if  he  bad  been 
led  to  praise  any  person  or  thing  by  afeddcnt  mere  than  be 


\ 


**  Thott  lav'tt  not  only  skill  ia  galnM, 
But  genius,  too,  may  be  att8ln*d. 

By  studious  Invlution ; 
Thy  temper  mild,  thy  genius  fine, 
1*11  study  till  I  make  them  mine 

By  constant  mediutlon. 

**  Thy  art  of  pleasing  teach  roe,  Ganrlck, 
Thou  who  reverest  odea  Pindaric  « 

A  second  time  read  o*er ; 
Oh  !  could  we  read  tkee  backwards  too. 
Past  thlrtv  years  thou  shouldst  review. 

And  charm  us  thirty  more. 

"  If  I  have  thoughts  and  can*t  express  'em. 
Gibbon  shall  teach  me  bow  to  oreu  'em 

In  terms  select  and  terse  ; 
Jones  teach  me  modesty  and  Greek ; 
Smith,  how  to  think  ;  Burke,  how  to  speak ; 

And  Beauderk  to  converse. 

**  I^  Johnson  teach  me  bow  to  place 
In  Ikirest  light  each  borrow'd  grace ; 

From  him  I'll  leam  to  write: 
Corn  his  flree  and  easy  style. 
Ana  from  the  roughness  of  his  file 

Grow,  like  himself,  polite." 

It  is  with  much  regret  that  I  reflect  on  mj  stupid  neglf. 
genoe  to  write  down  some  of  his  discourses,  hts  observations, 
precepu,  ftc.  The  following  few  short  sentences  only  did  I 
ever  uke  any  account  of  in  writing;  and  these,  (which  I 
lately  found  in  an  old  memorandum  pocket-book,  of  ancient 
date,)  were  made  soon  alter  the  commencement  of  my  ac- 
quaintance with  him.  A  few  others,  indeed,  relating  to  the 
character  of  the  French  («i#|,  p.  467.  Ac),  were  taken  piwi 
voce,  the  day  after  his  arrival  trcm  France,  November  14. 
177&.  Intending  them  for  the  subject  of  a  letter  to  a  Mend  In 
the  country. 

Laugkter.  —  A  gentleman  said,  **  I  think  when  a  iMrson 
laughs  alone,  he  supposes  himself  for  the  moment  with  com* 
pany."  Johnson.  "  Yes,  If  it  be  true  that  Uughter  Is  a 
comparison  of  self-superiority,  you  must  suppose  some  per- 
son with  jou."  > 

8ceptieum.^TnJiking  on  the  subject  of  scepticism,  he  said, 
**  The  eyes  of  the  mind  are  like  the  eyes  of  the  body ;  they 
can  see  only  at  such  a  distance :  but  because  we  cannot  see 
beyond  this  point,  is  there  nothing  beyond  itir" 

Want  qf  Memory.  —  Talking  of  the  want  of  memory,  he 
said,  •*  No,  Sir,  it  is  not  true ;  in  general  every  person  baa 
an  equal  capacity  for  reminiscence,  and  for  one  thing  as 
well  as  another,  otherwise  it  would  be  like  a  person  com- 
plaining  that  he  could  hold  sliver  In  bis  hand,  but  could  not 
hold  copper.'* 

Gmua.  —  "  No,  Sir,**  he  once  said,  ••  people  are  not  bom 
with  a  particular  aenlns  for  narticular  employroenu  or  stu- 
dies, for  it  would  be  like  saying  that  a  man  could  see  a  great 
wav  east,  but  could  nut  west.  It  is  good  sense  applied  with 
diligence  to  what  was  at  first  a  mere  accident,  and  which,  by 
great  application,  grew  to  be  called,  by  the  generality  of  man- 
kind, a  particular  genius.'* 

imagmaliom.  —  SoxMi  person  advanced,  that  a  lively 
Imagination  disqualified  the  mind  from  fixing  staadily  upon 
objecu  which  required  serious  and  minute  Investlgaoon. 
Johnson.  *'  It  Is  true.  Sir,  a  vlvadous  quick  imagination 
does  sometimes  give  a  confused  idea  of  things,  and  which  do 
not  fix  deep,  though,  at  the  same  time,  he  has  a  capacity  to 
fix  them  in  his  memory,  if  he  would  endeavour  at  it.  It 
being  like  a  man  that,  when  he  is  running  does  not  make  ob- 
servations on  what  be  meets  with,  and  consequently  Is  not 
Impressed  t^  them ;  but  he  has,  nevertheless,  the  power  of 
stopping  and  Informing  himself" 

Cmudene*  ond  Skame.  —  A  gentleman  was  Dcntioning  It 
aa  a  remark  of  an  acquainUnce  of  bis,  **  that  he  never  knew 
but  one  person  that  was  completely  wicked."  Johnson.  ••  Sir, 
1  dont  know  whatyou  mean  by  a  person  completely  wicked.** 
Gkntliman.  **  Why,  any  one  that  has  enUrely  got  rid  of  all 
shame."  Johnson.  **  How  is  he,  then,  completely  wicked  ? 
He  must  get  rid,  too.  of  all  conscience. "  Gcntluian.  **  t 
think  conscience  and  shame  the  same  thing.'*  JonnaoN.  **  I 
am  surprised  to  bear  vou  say  so ;  they  spring  from  twodiflbrent 
sources,  and  are  distinct  perceptions :  one  respects  this 
world,  the  other  the  next."  A  Ladt.  ■*  I  think,  however, 
that  a  person  who  has  got  rid  of  shame  Is  In  a  (air  way  to  get 
rid  of  conKlence.*'  Johnson.  '*  Yes.  *tis  a  part  of  the  way. 
I  grant ;  but  there  are  degrcea  at  which  men  stop,  some 


thought  it  deserved  ;  and  was  on  such  occasions  comleallr 
earnest  to  destroy  the  praise  or  pleasure  be  had  unlnteotloa- 
ally  alven."  —  Piinxi.  —  Caoxai. 

»  dlr  Joahtta  Reynolds  was  bora  at  Plymptoo  In  Devon. 
— >  CaoKaa. 

4  A  bumoroos  attempt  of  Garrick's  to  read  one  of  Com. 
berland's  odes  backwards.  —  Da.  Babnabd. 

•  See  amii,  p.  (MO.  about  dining  out  la  Ffetatoo  Wook 

Cao&BB. 
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for  the  fear  of  men,  lome  for  the  feer  of  God :  •hame  arises 
from  the  fear  of  men,  conscience  from  the  fear  of  God/* 

CharaeUrs.  —  TiT.  Johnson  seemed  to  delicht  In  drawing 
characters  ;  and,  when  he  did  so  ecn  amore^  delighted  every 
one  that  heard  him.  Indeed,  I  cannot  sar  I  ever  heard  him 
draw  any  eon  odio,  though  he  professed  himself  to  be,  or  at 
least  to  love,  a  food  hater  (aim,  p.  78.)<  But  I  have  remarked 
that  his  dislike  of  ainr  one  seldom  prompted  him  to  say  much 
more  than  that  the  fellow  is  a  blockhead^  a  jpoor  eretUmre,  or 
some  such  epithet. 

Betmet  Limgton,^!  shall  never  forget  the  exalted  cha- 
racter he  drew  of  his  friend  Mr.  Langton,  nor  with  what 
energy,  what  fond  delight,  he  expatiated  in  his  praise, 
giving  him  every  excellence  that  nature  could  bestow,  and 
every  perfection  that  humanity  could  acquire.  A  literary 
lady  was  present,  Hiss  Hannah  More,  who  perhaps  inspired 
him  with  an  unusual  ardour  to  shine,  which  indeed  he  did 
with  redoubled  lustre,  deserving  himself  the  praises  he  be- 
stowed: not  but  I  have  often  heard  him  speak  in  terms 
equally  high  of  Mr.  Langton,  though  more  concisely  ex- 
pressed. 

Mn.  TTkrolr.  —  On  the  praises  of  Mrs.  Thrale  he  used  to 
dwell  with  a  peculiar  delignt,  a  paternal  fondness,  expressive 
of  conscious  exultation  In  being  so  intimatelv  acquainted 
with  her.  One  day,  in  speaking  of  her  to  Mr.  Harris,  author 
of"  Hermes,"  and  expatiating  on  her  various  perfections, — 
the  solidity  of  her  virtues,  the  brilliancy  of  her  wit.  and  the 
strength  of-  her  understanding,  Ac.  —  he  quoted  some  lines 
(a  stanta,  I  believe,  but  f>om  what  author  I  know  not),  with 
which  he  concluded  his  most  eloquent  eiilogium,  and  of  these 
I  retained  but  the  two  last  lines  * :  — 

**  Virtues  —  of  such  a  generous  kind. 
Good  in  the  last  recesses  of  the  miud." 

Mn.  MoHtngu.  —  This  brings  to  my  remembrance  the  un- 

Sarsjlelled  eulogium  which  the  late  Lord  Bath  made  on  Mrs. 
lontagu,  ( a  lady  he  was  intimately  acquainted  with,)  in 
speaking  of  her  to  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds.  His  lordship  said, 
that  "  be  did  not  believe  that  there  ever  was  a  more  perfect 
human  being  created,  or  ever  would  be  created,  than  Mrs. 
Montagu.'*  1  give  the  very  words  I  heard  fW>m  Sir  Joshua's 
mouth  ;  fhim  whom  also  1  heard  that  he  repeated  them  to 
Mr.  Burke,  observing  that  Lord  Bath  could  not  have  said 
more,  and  "  I  do  not  think  that  he  said  too  much,**  was  Mr. 
Burke's  reply.  I  have  also  heard  Dr.  Johnson  speak  of  this 
lady  in  terms  of  high  admiration.  "Sir,"  he  would  say. 
**  that  lady  exerts  more  mind  in  conversation  than  any  person 
I  ever  met  with  :  Sir,  she  displays  such  powers  of  ratioci- 
nation'—such  radiations  of  Intellectual  excellence  as  are 
amasing  I  **  (p.  609.) 

JoAiMon's  Benevolent.  —  It  will  doubtless  appear  highly 
paradoxical  to  the  generality  of  the  world  to  say,  that  few 
men,  in  his  ordinary  disposition  or  common  fVaroe  of  mind, 
could  be  more  loofl^nsive  than  Dr.  Johnson ;  yet  surely 
those  who  knew  his  uniform  benevolence,  and  Its  actuating 
principles  —  steady  virtue,  and  true  holiness  —  will  readily 
agree  with  me.  that  peace  and  good-wUl  towards  man  were 
the  natural  emanations  of  his  heart. 

I  shall  never  forget  the  impression  I  felt  In  Dr.  Johnson's 
favour,  the  &rst  time  I  was  in  his  company,  on  his  saying, 
that  as  he  returned  to  his  lodgings,  at  one  or  two  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  he  often  saw  poor  children  asleep  on  thresholds 
and  stalls,  and  that  he  used  to  put  pennies  into  their  hands 
to  buy  them  a  breakfast.* 

His  Tendemeu.  —  When  travelling  with  a  lady  in  Devon- 
shire, in  a  post-chaise,  near  the  churchyard  of  wear,  near 
Torrington,  in  which  she  saw  the  verdant  monument  of 
maternal  affection  described  in  the  "  Melanckofy  I'aie"  and 
heard  the  particular  circumstances  relating  to  the  subject  of 
It,  and  as  she  was  relating  them  to  Dr.  Johnson,  she  heard 
him  heave  heavy  sighs  and  sobs,  and  turning  round  she  saw 
his  dear  face  bathed  in  tears.  A  circumstance  he  had  pro- 
bably forgotten  when  he  wrote  at  the  end  of  the  manuscript 
poem  with  his  correcting  pen  in  red  ink,  '*  I  know  not  when 
1  have  been  so  much  affected.*** 

Sundau  and  Scriptnre.-^He  always  carried  a  religious  tre»> 
tlse  in  his  pocket  on  a  Sunday,  and  he  used  to  encourage  me 
to  relate  to  him  the  particular  parts  of  Scripture  I  did  not 
understand,  and  to  write  them  down  as  they  occurred  to  me 
in  reading  the  Bible. 

John$on*M  Hea'tation.  ^Whea  repeating  to  me  one  day 
Grainger's  "  Ode  on  Solitude,"  (ante,  p.  fi61.)  I  shall  never 
forget  the  concordance  of  the  sound  of  his  voice  with  the 
grandeur  of  those  images ;  nor,  indeed,  the  gothic  dignity  of 
his  aspect,  his  look  and  manner,  when  repeating  sublime  pas- 
sages. But  what  was  very  remarkable,  tnough  nis  cadence  in 
reading   poetry  was  so 'judiciously  emphatical  as  to  give 


1  Being  so  particularlv  ennged  as  not  to  be  able  to  attend 
to  them  sotncienily.  — Mtss  Rkynolus. 

*  And  xhis  at  a  ume  when  he  himself  was  living  on  pennies. 
—  CaoRER. 

*  Miss  Reynolds  herself;  and  the  Melancholy  Talc,  was 
probably  a  pwfm  which  she  hsd  written  on  this  event,  what- 
ever U  was.    See  anti,  p.  649.  —  Crokxr. 

«  See  ami,  p.  485,  Boswell's  version  of  this  story.    It  does 


additional  force  to  the  words  ottered,  yet  tn  reading  prmv,  { 
partleularly  on  common  or  familiar  subjecta.  Darratinea, 
essays,  letters,  &c,  nothing  could  be  morr  iiuwivcloa*  tr.«a 
his  manner,  beginning  every  period  with  a  pompoas  acmit, 
and  reading  it  with  a  whine,  or  with  a  kiiid  of  spaaiG«dic 
struggle  for  utterance  \  and  this,  not  fVoni  an^  natoral  io- 
firmlty,  but  fi-om  a  strange  singularity,  in  reading'  on,  ii  a^ 
breath,  as  if  he  had  made  a  resolution  not  to  reqiire  till  he 
had  closed  the  sentence. 

Grainger's  Aiyar-caw^.^**  Johnson's  reply  to  Dr.  Gran- 
ger, who  was  reading  his  MS.  poem  of  the  Sugar-caneto  tttra, 
will  probably  be  thought  more  excusable  than  bts  rwdesns 
to  Dr.  Percy.  When  he  came  to  the  line  *  Say.  abull  I  tiog 
of  rats  ?  *  'No !  *  cried  Dr.  Johnson,  with  great  velienfnry. 
TTUs  he  relied  to  me  kimseU  :  laughing  heartllv  at  the 
conceit  of  Dr.  Grainger's  rehactory  muae.  tFherr  tt 
happened  I  do  not  know  :  but  I  am  cmtain,  ▼etTcertsa, 
that  It  was  not,  as  Mr.  Boswell  assert*,  at  Sir  Jostma't; 
for  they  ( Sir  Joshua  and  Dr.  Grainger)  wetw  not,  I  bctiev«, 
personally  known  to  each  other."  * 

Geslienlations. — I  believe  no  one  has  dcecrfbcd  his  extra- 
ordinary gestures  or  antics  *  with  his  hands  and  feet.  f«artl- 
cularly  when  passing  over  the  threshold  of  a  door,  or  ratb«r 
before  he  would  venture  to  pass  through  anr  doorway.  Oa 
entering  Sir  Joshua's  house  with  poor  Mre.  Wilhinss,  « 
blind  ladv  who  lived  with  him,  he  would  <)UK  ber  baf»d.  pr 
else  whirl  her  about  on  the  steps  as  he  whiried  and  t»ia«>4 
about  to  perform  his  gesticnUuions ;  and  as  somi  as  he  had 
finished,  be  would  give  a  sudden  spring,  and  make  turh  sb 
extensive  stride  over  the  threshold,  as  if  be  was  trying  (or  a 
wager  how  far  he  could  stride,  Mrs.  Williams  standing  gm^ 
ing  about  outside  the  door,  unless  the  servant  took  haid  nf 
her  hand  to  conduct  her  in,  leaving  Dr.  Johnton  to  yeriora 
at  the  parlour  door  much  the  same  exerctae  over  again. 

But  It  was  not  only  at  the  entrance  of  a  door  thai  be  rx. 
htbited  such  strange  manoeuvres,  but  across  a  room  or  id  tfic 
street  with  company  he  has  stopped  on  a  sudden,  as  If  he  h id 
recollected  his  task,  and  began  to  perform  it  there.  Racberci/ 
a  mob  round  him ;  and  when  he  had  finished  would  hsAer  to 
his  companion  (who  probably  had  walked  on  before >  with  as 
air  of  great  satisfaction  that  he  had  done  hit  duty.  (Ante, 
pp.  1 66.  439.) 

Activity.  —  Dr.  Johnson  was  very  ambttioas  of  excrllipg 
in  common  acquirements,  as  well  as  the  unconsmm.  asd 
particularly  in  featt  of  activity.  One  day.  as  be  was  valktsf 
m  Gunisbury  Park  (or  Paddock)  with  some  gentkisra 
and  ladies,  who  were  admiring  the  extraordinary  stir  of 
some  of  the  trees,  one  of  the  gentlemen  rcmarxed  that, 
when  he  was  a  boy.  he  made  nothmg  of  clintbinc(npflrs»B^> 
I  think,  was  the  phrase)  the  largest  there.  **\V'fay.  I  r^i 
sttarm  it  now,"  replied  Dr.  Johnson,  which  excited  a  bearty 
laugh  —  (he  was  then  between  fifty  and  sixty) ;  on  wiuch  t> 
ran  to  the  tree,  clung  round  the  trunk,  and  ascended  to  th* 
branches,  and,  I  believe,  would  have  gone  in  amonggt  ihtet^ 
had  he  not  been  very  earnestly  entreated  to  dceotiHl ;  and 
down  he  came  with  a  triumphant  air,  soemfaig  ta  mski 
nothing  qfit. 

At  another  time,  at  a  gentleman's  seat  in  De^anskirr,  ss 
he  and  some  company  were  sitting  in  a  saloon,  befoiv  wfc<c«i 
was  a  spacious  lawn,  it  was  remaned  as  a  very  proper  placp 
for  running  a  race.  A  young  ladv  present  boasted  chat  »&« 
could  outrun  any  person  ;  on  which  Dr.  Johnson  rose  op  aii4 
said,  "  Madam,  you  cannot  outrun  me  ;**  and,  going  out  t/o. 
the  lawn,  they  started.  The  lady  at  first  had  the  advarta^v-; 
but  Dr.  Johnson  happening  to  have  slippers  on  murs  mo 
small  for  his  feet,  kicked  them  off  up  into  the  air.  and  rwi  a 
great  length  vrithout  them,  leaving  the  lady  for  behind  kisu 
and,  having  won  the  victory,  he  returned.  Icadii^  ber  by  tfce 
hand,  with  looks  of  high  exultation  and  delight.^ 

One  Sunday  morning,  as  I  was  walking  with  hin  b 
Twickenham  meadows,  he  began  his  antics  both  wnh  hA 
feet  and  hands ;  with  the  latter  as  If  he  was  holding  the  rt  zs 
of  a  horse  like  a  Jockey  on  full  speed.  But  to  describe  M  f 
strange  positions  of  his  feet  is  a  difficult  task  :  sotDetioi<*a  he 
would  make  thp  back  part  of  his  heels  to  tooch.  soinetii?e« 
his  toes,  as  If  he  was  aiming  at  making  the  form  of  a  rriarsi#. 
at  least  the  two  sides  of  one.  Though  indeed,  whether  ?hr*e 
were  his  gestures  on  this  particular  occasiim  In  Twickrahx^s 
meadows  I  do  not  recollect,  it  ii  so  long  shioe  ;  bot  I  wll 
remember  that  they  were  so  extraordinary  that  bwa,  wocr«-ii. 
and  children  gathered  round  him,  laughing.  At  last  we  cai 
down  on  some  logs  of  wood  by  the  river  side,  and  tliey  ne^r.r 
dispersed  ;  when  he  pulled  out  of  his  pocket,  Crodus  *-  D' 
Veritnte  Religionis,"  over  which  he  seesawed  at  tnch  a  r^-^ 
lent  rate  as  to  excite  the  curiosi^  of  some  people  at  a  Pit- 
tance to  come  and  see  what  wu  the  matter  with  him. 

Havykins  and  Hawkettportk.  —  At  we  were  returning  ft^ca 


not  appear  what  the  rudeness  was  which  made  Dr.  "  Perry 
angry,"  (en^d,  p.  486.  n.  1.),  but  tt  seems  to  liave  < 
thing  on  the  same  subject.—  CaoxjtR,  1831. 47. 

*  See  anti,  pp.  42. 166.  369.  439 —  C. 

*  This  exhibition  occurred  daring  his  visit  to 
in  1762.  at  the  house  of  tbe  lady  to  whom  he  nadetbe  a>e«« 
mentioned  ante,  p.  IS8.  —  Caoftn. 
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the  meadows  that  day,  I  remember  we  met  Sir  John  Haw- 
kins, whom  Dr.  Johnson  seem^l  much  rejoiced  to  see  ;  and 
no  wonder,  for  I  have  often  heard  him  speak  o(  Sir  John  In 
tt>rn)>  expressire  of  great  esteem  and  much  cordiality  of 
friendship.  On  his  asking  Dr.  Johnson  when  he  had  seen 
l>r.  Hawaesworth,  he  roared  out  with  great  Tehemeocy, 
*"  llawkesworth  is  grown  a  coxcomb,  and  I  have  done  with 
him." 

Xicf  Oiteroaiiom,  —  We  drank  tea  tlut  afternoon  at  Sir 
John  Hawkins's,  and  on  our  return  I  was  surprised  to  hear 
Dr.  Johnson's  minute  criticism  on  Lady  Hawkins's  dress, 
with  aimost  every  part  of  which  he  found  fault.  It  was 
am  axing,  so  sliort-sighted  as  he  was,  how  very  observant  he 
w«a  of  appearances  in  dress  and  behaviour,  nay,  even  of  the 
de|>ortment  of  servants  while  watting  at  table.  One  day,  as 
hi«  man  Frank  was  attending  at  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds's  table, 
he  obeerved,  with  some  emotion,  that  he  had  placed  the 
•tf  Ivcr  under  his  arm.  Nor  would  the  conduct  of  the  com- 
pany, —  blind  as  he  was  to  his  own  many  and  strange  pecu- 
liarities. —  escape  his  animadversion  on  some  occasions.  He 
thought  tlM  use  of  water-glasses  a  strange  perversion  of  the 
idea  of  refinement,  and  had  a  great  dislike  to  the  use  of  a 
pocket-handkerchief  at  meals,  when,  if  he  happened  to  have 
iicrasion  for  one,  he  would  rise  from  his  chair  and  go  to  some 
di^tAoce,  with  his  back  to  the  company,  and  perform  the 
operation  as  silently  as  possible. 

Carving. — Jbkmom  at  Table.  —  Few  people,  I  have  heard 
him  aay,  understood  the  art  of  earwmg  better  than  himself) 
hut  that  it  would  be  highly  indecorous  in  him  to  attempt  it 
III  company,  being  so  near-sighted,  that  it  required  a  suspen- 
•ton  of  his  breath  during  the  operation. 

It  must  be  owned,  indeed,  that  it  was  to  be  regretted  that 
h''  «li(I  not  practise  a  little  of  that  delicacy  in  eaitng,  for  he 
ap(>eared  to  want  breath  more  at  that  time  than  usual  It  is 
(frt^iiu  that  he  did  not  appear  to  the  best  advantage  at  the 
hour  uf  repast ;  but  of  this  he  was  perfectly  unconscious,— 
i>»infr  probably  to  his  being  totally  ignorant  of  thecbarae- 
ti»ri«tic  «!xpressions  of  the  human  countenance,  and  therefore 
hr  rould  have  no  conception  that  his  own  expressed,  when 
ra</«t  pleased,  any  thing  displeasing  to  others ;  for  though, 
when  particularly  directing  his  attention  towards  any  object 
to  spy  out  defects  or  perfections,  he  generally  succeeded 
better  than  most  men ;  partly  perhaiw,  from  a  destre  to  excite 
•fiin  I  ration  of  his  perspicaci^,  of  which  he  was  not  a  little 
anibuious— yet  I  have  beard  him  say,  and  I  have  often 
pfr<  <  ivtHi.  that  be  could  not  distinguish  any  man's  face  half 
a  >artl  distant  from  him,  not  even  his  most  intimate  ac- 
quimtance.' 

Mamneri.  ^D^eH  (^  Sighi  and  //IraWiy.  —  That  Dr. 
Johnson  possessra  the  essential  prinriples  of  politeness  and 
of  iT'xMi  taste  (which  I  suppose  are  the  same,  at  least  con- 
(>..niitant).none  who  knew  bis  virtues  and  his  genius  will,  I 
im.ticifie.  be  disposed  to  dispute.  But  why  they  remained 
«:th  him,  like  gold  in  the  ore,  unfashioned  and  unseen, 
rxcf'pt  in  his  literary  capacity,  no  one  that  I  know  of  has 
made  any  inquiry,  though  in  general  it  has  been  spoken  of  aa 
an  unaccfjuntabie  inconsistency  in  his  character.  Much,  too, 
ir..iy  l»e  said  in  excuse  for  an  apparent  asperity  of  manners 
whirh  was.  at  times  at  least,  the  natural  effect  of  those  Inhe- 
rent mental  inflrmitles  to  which  he  was  subject.  His  eor- 
p«>r«>Al  defects  also  contributed  largely  to  the  singularity  of 
hU  manner* ;  and  a  little  reflection  on  the  disqualifying  In- 
flu^nrr  of  blindness  and  deafness  would  suggest  many  ^M>lo- 
gir*  for  I>r.  Johnson's  want  of  politeness. 

The  particular  hisUnce  I  have  Just  mentioned,  of  his 
irt4bilit>  to  discriminate  the  features  of  any  one's  fisce,  de- 
M  r«r>«  perhaps  more  than  anv  other  to  be  taken  into  consi* 
d<T«ttoo,  wanting,  aa  be  did,  the  aid  of  those  intelligent 
•Mil*,  or  Insinuations,  which  the  countenance  displays  In 
*  H  I  il  converse ;  and  which.  In  their  slightest  degree,  in- 
dut'ice  and  regulate  the  manners  of  the  polite,  or  even  the 
ri.Ti.m'in  observer.  And  to  his  defective  hearing,  perhaps, 
hi«  uiuu (^immodating  manners  may  be  equally  ascribed, 
»hf  h  rtot  only  precluded  him  from  the  perception  of  the 
f  xpritkive  tones  of  the  voice  of  others,  but  frdm  hearing  the 
)x.i*t<  rous  sound  of  his  own  :  and  nothing.  I  believe,  more 
outi'irt'd  to  fix  Upon  his  character  the  general  stigma  of  ill 


hri « .ii'iiT.  than  his  loud  Imperious  tone  of  voice,  which  ap- 
p'.f  fitly  heightened  the  slightest  dissent  to  a  tone  of  harsh 
r<  i>'-<H>r :  and.  with  his  corresponding  aspect,  had  an  intlml- 


duiuif  influence  on  those  who  were  not  much  acqtiainted 
«iith  nim.  and  excited  a  degree  of  resentment  which  bia 
mitriU  in  ordioarr  drctmastances  would  not  have  provoked. 
I  hive  often  heard  him  on  such  occasions  express  great  sur- 
pri*<».  t>i.u  what  he  had  said  could  have  given  any  offence. 

iUuniUm. — Uodrr  such  d  I  sad  vantages.  It  was  not  much  tobe 
«  '  il'Tcd  at  that  Dr.  Johnson  shouU  tiave  committed  many 
t»l<r  <trrs  and  absurdities,  and  excited  surprise  and  resent- 
lot  tit  ill  company ;  one  in  particular  I  remember.    Being  in 


1  This  notorious  blindness  and  equally  notorious  **per- 
«yr->-u-ity."  is  an  enigma  very  difllcult  to  solve  —  particularly 
^«  Jolinson  never  helped  his  defective  vision  with  glasses.  — 
i'K>»KKa.  IH47. 

M>r.  Harwood  Informs  me  that  Mr.  Wlckins  was  a  re- 
spectable draper  in  Lichfleld.  It  Is  very  true  that  Dr.  John- 


company  with  Mr.  Oanick  and  some  others,  who  were  im- 
known  to  Dr.  Johnson,  he  was  saying  something  tending  to 
the  disparagement  of  the  character  or  of  the  works  of  a 
gentleman  present— I  have  forgot  who;  on  which  Mr. 
Garrick  touched  his  foot  under  the  table  ;  but  he  still  went 
on,  and  Garrick,  much  alarmed,  touched  him  a  second  time, 
and,  I  believe,  the  third ;  at  last  Johnson  exclaimed, "  David, 
David,  is  it  you  ?  What  makes  you  tread  on  my  toes  so  ?  " 
This  little  anecdote,  perhaps,  indicates  as  much  the  want  of 
prudence  in  Dr.  Johnson  as  the  want  of  sight.  But  had  he 
at  first  seen  Oarrick's  expressive  countenance,  and  (pro- 
bably) the  embarrassment  of  the  rest  of  the  company  on  the 
occasion,  it  doubtless  would  not  have  happened. 

It  were  also  much  to  be  wished.  In  Justice  to  Dr.  John- 
son's character  for  good  manners,  that  many  JoeuUnr  and 
ircnieal  speeches  which  have  been  reported  had  been  noted 
a$  tueh,  for  the  biformatlon  of  those  who  were  unacquainted 
with  him. 

General  CkaraeUr.  —  Though  it  camwt  be  aaid  that  he 
was  "  in  manners  gentle.**  yet  it  Juatly  can  that  he  was  »*  in 
aflhctlons  mild,"  benevolent,  and  eomrasalonate ;  and  to  this 
combination  of  character  may,  I  believe,  be  ascribed,  in  a 
great  measure,  his  extraordinary  celebri^ ;  hla  being  beheld 
as  a  phenomenon  or  wonder  of  the  age. 

And  yet  Dr.  Johnson's  character.  singuUr  as  it  certainly 
was  fh>m  the  contrast  of  his  mental  endowments  with  the 
roughness  of  his  manners,  was,  I  believe,  perfectly  natural 
and  consistent  throughout  \  and  to  those  who  were  inti- 
mately acquainted  with  hhn  must,  I  Imagine,  have  appeared 
so.  For  being  totally  devoid  of  all  deceit,  free  from  every 
tinge  of  afl'ectotlon  or  ostentation  and  unwarped  by  any  vice, 
his  singularities,  those  strong  lights  and  shades  that  so  pecu- 
liarly distinguish  his  character,  may  the  more  easily  be  traced 
to  their  primary  and  lutural  caoaet. 

The  more  luminous  parts  of  his  character,  _  his  soft  affec- 
tions, and  I  should  suppose  his  strong  intellectual  powers,  at 
least  the  dignified  charm  or  radiancy  of  them.  — must  be  al- 
lowed to  owe  their  origin  to  Ms  strict,  his  rigid  principles  of 
religion  and  virtue  \  and  the  shadowy  parts  of  his  character, 
his  rough,  unaccommodating  manners,  were  In  general  to  be 
ascribed  to  those  corporeal  defecte  that  I  have  already  ob- 
served naturally  tended  to  darken  his  perceptions  of  witat 
may  be  called  **  propriety  "  and  "  impropriety  '*  in  general 
conversation  \  and  of  course  in  the  ceremonious  or  artificial 
sphere  of  society  gave  his  deportment  so  contrasting  an  aspect 
to  the  apparent  smtness  and  general  uniformity  of  cultivated 
manners. 

And  perhaps  the  Joint  influence  of  these  two  primeval 
causes,  his  intellectual  excellence  and  his  corporeal  defects, 
mutually  contributed  to  give  his  manners  a  greater  degree 
of  harsnnesa  than  th^  would  have  had  if  only  under  the 
Influence  of  one  of  them  —  the  Imperfect  percepttons  of  the 
one  not  unfkvquently  producing  misconceptions  In  the  other. 

Besides  these,  many  other  equallynatural  causes  concurred 
to  constitute  the  sUigularltv  of  Dr.  Johnson's  character. 
Doubtless,  the  progress  of  nla  education  bad  a  double  ten- 
dency to  brighten  and  to  obecure  it.  But  1  must  observe, 
that  this  obscurity  (Implying  onlv  his  awkward  uncouth  ap- 

Esrance,  his  Ignorance  of  the  rules  of  politeness,  Ac.)  would 
ve  gradually  disappeared  at  a  more  advanced  period,  at 
least  could  have  had  no  manner  of  Influetwe  to  the  prejudice 
of  Dr.  Johnson's  character,  had  it  not  been  associated  wtth 
those  corporeal  defects  above  mentioned.  But,  unhappily, 
his  untaught,  uncivilised  manner  seemed  to  render  every 
little  indecorum  or  Impropriety  that  he  committed  doubly  in- 
deoorotu  and  Improper. 


f  t.   BY  MR.  WICKINS.! 

J9<v«pMNs.<— Walking  one  day  with  him  in  mv  garden  at 
Lichfield,  we  entered  a  small  meandering  shrubocir,  whose 
**  vlsto  not  lengthened  to  the  sight,"  gave  promise  ofa  larger 
extent.  I  observed,  that  he  might  perh^  conceive  that  he 
was  entering  an  extensive  labyrinth,  but  that  it  would  prove 
a  deception,  though  I  hopra  not  an  impardonable  one. 
"  Sir,"  said  he,  **  don't  tell  me  of  deception  ;  a  lie.  Sir,  la  a 
lie,  whether  it  be  a  lie  to  the  eye  or  a  lie  to  the  ear." 

tfnss.— Passing  on  we  came  to  an  urn  which  I  had  erected 
to  the  memory  of  a  deceased  friend.  I  asked  him  how  he 
liked  that  urn  ^  It  was  of  the  true  Tuscan  order.  "■  Sir,** 
aaid  he,  **  I  hate  uma'  ;  they  ar«  nothing.  thermMis  nothing, 
convey  no  ideas  but  ideas  of  horror—  would  they  were  beaten 
to  pieces  to  pave  our  streets  I " 

Cold  BaUu  _We  then  came  to  a  cold  bath.  I  expatiated 
upon  iu  salubrity.  **  .Sir,"  said  he,  "how  do  you  do?" 
•*  Very  well,  I  thank  you.  Doctor."  "  Then,  Sir,  let  well 
alone,  and  be  content.    I  hate  Immersloo.**    Truly,  aa  Fal- 


son  was  accnstomed  to  call  on  him  during  his  Tisita  to  hie 
native  (own.  The  garden  attached  to  bis  house  was  orna- 
mented in  the  manner  he  describes,  and  his  anecdotes,  though 
of  little  interpst,  are  no  doubt  authentic —  Croecb. 

*  See  a  similar  sentiment  on  the  occasion  of  Mr.  Myddte- 
toD't  urn  to  himself,  ante,  p.  42S.  —  CaoKU. 
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tUff  ujt,  the  Doctor  **  would  hare  a  lort  of  alacrity  at 
tioking."  1 

The  VenuM  dr*  MedidSw-^V^n  the  maiflD  stood  [a  catt  of] 
the  Veniu  de'  MedicU  — 

**  So  stands  the  statue  that  eochanU  the  world." 

**  Throw  her,**  said  he.  **  into  the  pond  to  hide  her  naked- 
nesi,  and  to  cool  her  lasciTlouiness." 

Sylvan  Ideas.  —  He  then,  with  some  difllcuItTt  sqaeeced 
himself  Into  a  root-house,  when  his  eye  caught  the  following 
lines  from  Pamell :  — 

**  Go  search  among  your  Idle  dreams. 
Your  busy,  or  your  vain  extremes, 
And  find  a  life  of  equal  bliss, 
Or  own  the  next  began  in  this." 

The  Doctor,  howerer,  not  possessing  any  ^/^ois  ideas, 
seemed  not  to  admit  that  heaven  could  be  an  Arcadia. 

Some  Good  every  Day.—l  then  obsenred  him  with  Hercu- 
lean strength  tugging  at  a  nail  which  he  was  endeavouring 
to  extract  from  the  bark  of  a  plum  tree ;  and  having  accom- 
plished it,  he  exclaimed.  **  There,  Sir,  I  have  done  Bome  good 
to-day  ;  the  tree  might  have  festered.  I  make  a  rule,  Sir,  to 
do  some  good  every  day  of  my  life." 

Sterne's  SrnMoiw. -.Returning  through  the  house,  be 
stepped  into  a  small  study  or  book  room.  The  first  book  he 
laid  his  hands  upon  was  Harwood's  •  **  Liberal  Translation 
of  the  New  Testament**  The  passage  which  first  caught  his 
eye  was  from  that  sublime  apostrophe  in  St.  John,  upon  the 
raising  of  Lai arus,  **  Jesus  %oefi  \ "  wliich  Harwood  had 
conceitedly  rendered  **  and  Jesus,  the  Saviour  of  the  world, 
burst  into  a  flood  of  tears."  He  ctmtemptuously  threw  the 
book  aside,  exclaiming,  **  Puppy  I*'  I  then  showed  him 
Sterne's  Sermons.  **Sir,**  said  he,  *'do  you  ever  read  any 
others  ?  **  "  Yes,  Doctor ;  I  read  Sherlock,  Tillotson,  Deve- 
ridge,  and  others. "  "  Ay.  Sir,  there  you  drink  the  cup  of 
salvation  to  the  bottom ;  here  you  have  merely  the  froth 
from  the  surfkce." 

Skakspeare's  Mnlberry  Vase.  Oorrfcik.  —  Within  this 
room  stood  the  Shall spearean  mulb«rrT  vase,  on  a  pedestal, 
given  by  me  to  Mr  Garrick,  and  which  was  recently  sold, 
with  Mr.  Garrlck's  gems,  at  Mrs.  Garrick's  sale  at  Hampton. 
The  Doctor  read  the  inscription :  — 

*'  Sacxes  to  SHAKsrsAai, 

And  in  honour  of 

David  GAaaicK,  Esq. 

The  Ornament  —  the  Reformer 

Of  the  British  Stage."* 

••  Ay,  Sir ;  Davy.  Davy  loves  flattery ;  but  here.  Indeed, 
you  have  flattered  bim  as  he  deserves,  paying  a  just  tribute 
to  his  merit.'*  •  r-/    • 


}  8.   BY  MR.  GREEN,  OF  LICHFIELD.4 

Dr.  Kippis.  Royal  Society.  —  Dr.  Brocklesby,  a  few  days 
before  the  death  of  Dr.  Johnson,  found  on  the  table  Dr. 
Kinpis'i  account  of  the  Disputes  of  the  Royal  Society.  Dr. 
Johnson  inquired  of  his  phyiiclan  if  he  had  read  it,  who  an- 
swered in  the  negative.  "  You  have  sustained  no  loss.  Sir. 
It  is  poor  stuff,  indeed,  a  sad  unscholar-lik«  performance.  I 
could  not  have  believed  that  that  roan  would  have  wriuen  so 

Dr.  Warren — When  some  of  Johnson's  friends  desired  to 
call  in  Dr.  Warren,  he  said,  they  might  call  In  any  body 
thev  pleased ;  and  Warren  was  called.  At  his  going  away. 
*•  You  have  come  in,"  said  Dr.  Johnson,  "  at  the  eleventh 
hour ;  but  you  shall  be  p^id  the  same  with  your  fellow- 
labourers.  Franct*,  put  Into  Dr.  Warren's  coach  a  copy  of 
the  •  English  PoeU.'  ^'    {ante,  p.  WO.)  —  C. 

Pear  of  Death.— &omt  years  before,  some  person  In  a  com- 
pany at  Salisbury,  of  which  Dr.  Johnson  was  one,  vouched 
lor  the  company,  that  there  was  nobody  in  it  afraid  of  death. 
— "  .Speak  for  yourself.  Sir."  said  Johnson,  **  for  indeed  I 
am."  "  1  did  not  say  of  dying,"  replied  the  other ;  "  but  of 
death,  meaning  lu  consequences."  '•  And  so  I  mean,"  re- 
joined the  Doctor ;  "  I  am  very  seriously  afraid  of  the  con- 
sequences." 


S  4.    BY   THE  REV.   MR.  PARKER.> 

Stow  mil.  —  Dr.  Johnson's  friendship  for  Mrs.  EllsabeCh 
Aston  commenced  at  tlie  palace  In  Lichfield,  the  residence 


•  A  mistake  -  he  was  a  good  swimmer.    See  on/e,  p.  SM. 
—  CaoKsa.  *^ 

a  The  reader  must  bear  In  mind  that  this  Doctor  Edwanl 
Harwood.  anti,  p.  ft06..  Is  not  to  be  confouiid*»d  with  Dr. 
1  homas  Harwood.  the  historian  of  Lichfield.  — CaoKta. 

.u*  T^'!  V,"  '',*.•  '°  '**«  collecUon  of  Thomas  Hill,  Esq.,  of 
the  Adelphi.  —  ^\  aiOHT. 

♦  SeeeRtf,p.490 C. 
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of  Mr.Walmesley:  with  Mr*.  Gastrel  bebecamre  ftceava-^ 
in  London,  at  the  house  of  her  brother- in-law.  Mr.  lU-  «>  i 
During  the  Doctor's  annual  visits  to  his  daufhte'-u-L.v. 
Lucy  Porter,  he  spent  much  of  his  time  at  Sum  lli.i.  »  «.  •- 
Mrs.  Gastrel  and  Mrs.  Elltabeih  Aaum  re«id«Nl    Tbev 
the  daughters  of  Sir  Thomas   Astou,  of  Astoo    II*. 
Cheshire,  of  whom  it  is  said,  that  being  apptted  to  f -v  *' 
account  of  his  family,  to  illustrate  the  history  of  (  b-  .r 
he  replied,  that  "  the  title  and  eirtate  tied  dcMvndeii    . 
father  to  son  for  thirty  generations,  and  that  b«-  b^li^ec  - 
were  neither  much  richer  nor  much  poorer  Uwa  Um}  »«?e 
at  first." 

Dr.  Bunier.    Mist  Seward.  — lit   xneA   to    anv  r^  iv 
Hunter,  [p.  7.3  matter  of  the  free  grammar  srhcH  i.  L>r'    ^  ^ 
that  he  never  taught  a  boy  in  his  life—  h«  «  Li,,  t  «-^  a..^  .  :  .^ 
learned.    Hunter  was  a  pompoiu  man.  and  u*  ^'■^  * 
the  school  without  his  gown  and  CASsock.  an  i  ou  »  ,    . 
dressed.    He  had  a  remarkably  stem  lo<»k.  aud  Dr  J  -i    •  > 
said,  he  could  tremble  at  the  sight  of  Mus  ScwaiA.  a&v  %«« 
so  like  her  grandfather. 

Z.ters  t^  the  PoeU Mrs.  Gastrel  was  on  a  vi»it  at  M' 

Hervey's,  in  London,  at  the  time  that  Juhnaau  waa  w^  '.  : 
the  Rambler;  the  printer's  boy  would  offcim  come  at/T  &  '. 
to  their  house,  and  wait  while  he  wrote  off  m  p«|wr  .  f     * 

Eress  In  a  room  full  of  company.    A  greait  port.^ia  c*  -' 
•ives  of  the  Poets  was  written  at  Stow  Hill :  be  ba«i  *  -a 
by  one  of  the  windows,  which  was  frequently  eurrouc.  i  • 
five  or  six  ladles  engaged  in  work  or  couvermjui  a.    M-^ 
Gastrel  had  a  ^vrf  valuable  cditioa  of  Bailev'a  \>\'AMmar*  > 
which  he  often  referred.    She  told  htm  OMt  Misa  >e*«'j 
said  that  be  had  made  poetry  of  no  vaJoe  by  bi*  cr.t« 
**  Why,  my  dear  lady."  replied  he,  "  if  silver  U  dOLMVj,  u  u  t  c 
the  less  valuable  for  a  good  scouring." 

Climhing...-K  large  party  had  one  day  bc«o  iavlted  ^• 
the  Doctor  at  Stow  Hill:  the  dinner  waitr«l  lar  bn<v-« 
usual  hour,  and  the  company  were  about  to  »tt  da*  r.  • 
Johnson  appeared  at  the  great  gate ;  be  stood  tor  soc  r  ' 
in  deep  contemplation,  and  at  length  beicaa  to  dim'  ,•,  4 
baring  succeeded  in  clearing  it,  advanced  «ith  hu'«  », 
towards  the  tMMise.    On  his  arrival  Mrs.  GaatrH  Ark  i.     j 
**  if  he  bad  forgt'tten  that  there  was  a  >mail  gat*  for  fi  <  <  •.  .> 
sengers  by  the  side  of  the  carriage  entrai  ce "     "  N  . 
dear  lady,  by  no  means,"  replied  the  Doctor ;  "  Imis  1  '  «  • 
mind  to  try  whether  I  could  climb  a  sate  now  aa  I  «ia«d  :    *. 
when  I  was  a  lad.'* 

Cato*s  Solttoomy.  _  One  day  Mrs.  Gaatiel  act  a  USL^  t  ' 
repeat  to  him  Cato's  soliloquy,  which  ibe  went  tbrr    .*-■-• 
correctly.    The    Doctor,  after   a  pAuse,   aak«d    Xi'»    t 
"  What  was  to  bring  Cato  to  an  end  ?  "     Sh«  k»i»i   a  « .  • 
kniie.    "  No,  my  dear,  it  was  not  so.'*   •*  Mv  mnM.  P  «  «  .. . 
it  was  a  knife.''    "  Why,  aunt  Fu11t*s  knife  m^^  «.       .•  . 
was  a  dof^er^  mv  dear."    He  tlien  a«ked  Imt  ttn.-  «  «« 
"  bane  and  antidote."  which  she  was  oaai  l«  t*>  r  ^^ 
Gastrel  said,  "  You  cannot  expect  so  yoiinc  «  c...>j  it* 
the  meaning  of  such  words."    He  thea  sata.  *   M«  c^  c      "^ 
many  pence  are  there  in  sixpence  f*    "I  raTvot  t  i    « 
was  the  half-territled  renly.    On  this,  addrr»%*ac  h  ■«  - 
Mrs.  Gx«trel,  he  said.  '*  Now,  my  dear  laidy.  c&.  aor  •! 
more  ridiculous  than  to  teach  a  child  Cato*s  •»!-•,     •• 
does  not  know  how  many  pence  there  are  ta  mx^p.  - 

Charity.  —  The  ladies  at  Slow  Hill  wo«sld  on  m.  •,  ^  •  ^ 
buke  Dr.  Johnson  for  the  indiscriminate  exe     t^ 
charity  to  all  who  applied  for  IL    **  There  wa*  tmc  *  - 
said  one  of  them,  *'  to  whom  you  yesterday  gmvv  !..-.••> 
whv  she  was  at  church  to-dav  In  loag  slcwvea  a  >j  ' 
"Well,  my  dear,"  replied  Johnaoo,  ^and  tr   «  f.i 
woman  pleasure,  why  should  she  not  wear  tt  ewit  •  * 

Oilbert  Waimeslem.  —  He  had  long  proou*^  tn  w      ^  - 
Walmesley's  epiupn,  and  Mrs.  W.  waited  for  «l  : 
erect  a  monument  to  her  husband's  memory     f  nv-^^i 
however,  one  of  the  Doctor's  few  faibng«.  prr  v«  sr> 
finished  ;  he  was  engared  upon  It  to  bi* 
when  the  physicians,  at  his  own  request.  in'< 
danger,  he  pushed  tlie  papers  frosn  brfore  lt.« 
was  too  late  to  write  the  et>it^»h  of 
to  soon  want  one  himself.'** 


»,     f« 


•  » 


9  S.    BY  MR&  ROSS.. 


The  Dortort.<-Dr.  Modge  used  to  relete.  «•  t  r- 
Dr.  Johnson's  quick  discemiretit   mtn  rhar^-tr'    > 
he  was  on  a  vi«it  to  Dr.  Mudge  at  T\jixt^x.*\,  *>-    ^ 
of  the  Dock  (now  Devonport)  were  very  d-«  -^««* 
town  being  supplied  with  water,  to  e&ct  ws  «  i  v  •»  ' 
sary  toobtain  the  ooosent  ol  the  C«rMr«ta«m  .m  Ttw 


*  The  following  anecdotes  are  told  be*  Mr 
the  relation  of  Mrs.  Astoo  and  her  sisau i>  «  va 

*  There  must  be  some  mistake  h«re.  ->  ^  «.     —  «*  <  < 
1751.    Surely  they  were  not  S3  yewa  wallow  i«^  a  - 
—  CaoKiK.  1*47. 

^  Mrs.  Rose,  who  has  ntiTtflniiTi  1 1— aim    jlJI  *«rw  « 
dotes,  is  the  daughter  of  Dr.  I>*arr,  «r  Pl.i»«-">    • 
daughter4o-law  of  Dr.  Johaaon's  old  frscmi,  Ifr  k^ 
Chlswick. '—  CaoKtB. 
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thlt  vai  obtHiutel/  refbted,  the  Dock  being  coniidered  u 
an  upiurt.  And  ii  ri?al,  Aldernian  Tolcher,  who  took  a  vety 
•trong  p«it,  called  one  morning,  and  immedlatelr  opened  on 
the  tubject  to  Dr.  Johnion,  who  appeared  to  srve  great  at- 
tention, and,  when  the  alderman  hadceated  ipeaklng,  replied, 
I  "  Yau  are  perfcctlf  right.  Sir ;  1  woald  let  the  roguei  die  of 
thirct.  for  1  hate  a  Docker  from  mj  heart.'*  The  old  man 
went  awav  quite  delighted,  and  told  all  hti  acqualnUncet 
how  coropletelT  **  the  great  Dr.  Johnson  was  on  kit  ilde  of 
the  queitlon." ' 
I  Caiummf.    Ridicule.  —  It  was  after  the  publication  of  the 

Live*  of  the  Poets  that  Dr.  Farr,  being  engaged  to  dine  with 
Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  mentioned,  on  coming  In,  that.  In  his 
wav ,  he  had  seen  a  caricature,  which  he  thought  clerer.  of 
the  nine  muses  flogging  Dr.  Johnson  round  Parnassus.  The 
admirers  of  Grav  and  others,  who  thought  their  favourites 
hardly  treated  In  the  Lives,  were  laughing  at  Dr.  Farr's 
arcount  of  the  print,  when  Dr.  Johnson  was  himself  an- 
nul inccd.  Dr.  Farr  being  the  only  stranger.  Sir  Joahaa 
Introduced  him,  and,  to  Dr.  Farr's  inflnite  embarrassment. 
r«>IieAted  what  he  had  jutt  been  telUnir  them.  Johnson  was 
not  at  all  surlj  on  the  occasion,  but  said,  turning  to  Dr.  Farr, 
**  .Mr.  I  am  verr  glad  to  hear  this.  I  hope  the  day  will  never 
arrive  when  i  tiiall  neither  be  the  object  of  calumny  or 
ridicule,  for  then  I  shall  be  neglected  and  lorgotten."* 

'■  Fiddle-de-dee:*— \t  was  near  the  dote  of  his  life  that 
two  young  ladies,  who  were  warm  admirers  of  his  works,  but 
had  never  seen  himself,  went  to  Dolt  Court,  and,  asking  if 
hi-  wai  at  home,  were  shomn  up  stairs  where  he  was  writing. 
}!<«  lit'l  down  hit  pen  on  their  entrance,  and,  as  tbev  stoiMi 
beiorf  him,  one  of  the  females  repeated  a  tpeech  or  some 
htivth,  previously  pre))ared  tor  the  occatlon.  It  was  an 
r'i<t:ii4ia%tic  effuiion.  which,  when  the  spt^aker  had  finished, 
the  parited  for  her  idol's  reply.  What  was  her  mortification 
»  ht'n  all  he  said  was, "  Ptddle-de-ftee,  my  dear.** 

Hrtf^lrjf —  Much  pains  were  taken  by  Mr.  Havlev's  (Hends 
to  prevail  on  Dr.  Johiuon  to  read  **  The  Triumphs  of 
'r<?Ttper.*'  when  it  was  in  Its  leiiith  ;  at  last  he  contented. 
b'lt  never  got  beyond  tiie  two  first  pnges,  of  which  he  uttered 
«  f«>w  words  of  contempt  that  I  have  now  forgotten.  They 
weie,  however,  carried  to  the  author,  who  revenged  himself 
h%  portraying  Johnion  as  Humble  In  his  comedy  of  "  The 
M\<ii*<>leiim  : "  and  subsequently  he  published,  without  his 
ni  I  (*.  a  **  Dialnnue  in  the  Shades  between  Lord  Chesterfield 
a  ..1  l>r.  Johnxm,"  more  dlttingulthed  for  malignity  than 
w  r.  Reing  anonymous,  and  possessing  very  little  merit,  it 
felt  »tilUborn  from  the  press.    See  and,  p.  77S. 

MfM.  MoHtaeu.  Lord  LyttfUon.—  Dr.  Johnson  sent  bis 
**  XMr-  of  Lord  LvtteIton'*ln  MS.  to  Mrs.  Montagu,  who  was 
tT  II'  h  ditsatltfled  with  it,  and  thought  her  friend  every  way 
u(i<i»>rrated  ;  but  the  Doctor  made  no  alteration.  When  he 
■  i.>v<«quently  made  one  of  a  party  at  Mrs.  Montagu's,  he  ad- 
dr»«4t d  his  hostess  two  or  three  times  after  dinner,  with  a 
Tt*"*  lo  engage  her  in  conversation  :  receiving  only  cold  and 
\tru  i  answers,  he  said,  in  a  low  voice,  to  General  Paoli,  who 
tit  next  him.  and  who  told  me  the  story,  **  You  see,  Sir,  I 
aiti  n<<  longer  the  man  for  Mrs.  Montaffu.^* 

Favourite  Couplet.  —  Mrs.  Pioitt  reLited  to  me.  that  when 
Dr  Johnson  one  day  ob«erved,  that  poets  In  general  preferred 
fini^  one  cou|>lct  they  had  written  to  anv  other,  she  replied, 
tlijt  »he  did  not  suppose  he  had  a  favourite;  he  toid  her  she 
w  j,s  mistaken  —  be  thought  his  best  lines  were :  —. 

*«  The  eacumber'd  oar  scarce  leaves  the  hostile  eoAst, 
Through  purple  billows  and  a  floating  host." 


I  6.   BY  MR.  BARCLAY. 

"  Mr.  Barclay  *,  from  his  connection  with  Mr.  Thrale,  had 
t»>T<>rnl  op]K)rt>  If  titles  of  meetinR  and  converting  with  Dr. 
I..h  .^xn.  On  his  becomlna  a  partner  in  the  brewery,  John- 
t  (I  >»<ivi««d  him  not  to  allow  his  comuierciMl  pursuits  to 
(t.> '  rt  i>t«  Attention  from  his  studies-  '  A  mere  literary  man,* 
t  ■!  (hf  D-K-tor,  *  it  a  dull  man ;  a  man,  who  is  solely  a  man 
I.  '•  i«  n<">(.  u  a  trlftth  man;  but  wiien  literature  and  com- 
n    r*  ••  «re  uniit^.  tiicv  make  a  mpeetahle  roan.* 

"  \f  r.  Barilay  taw  Johnson  ten  days  before  he  died,  when 
it.«.  setter  ob»<<rved,  'That  they  should  Dtrver  meet  more. 
)|4T<>  lou  any  objection  to  receive  an  old  man's  blessing  ?  * 
Mr  H.in  lav  knelt  down,  and  Jobosoo  gave  him  hla  blessiof 
» .'h  »;re-%i  fervency. 

'■  \f  r.  BArclav  had  never  observed  any  nideneM  or  vlolcnoe 
o'l  ttii-  p^rt  of  Johnson. 

>  Thi«  »tory  It  told  by  Mr.  Boswell.  and  commented  upon 
»>v  Mr.  Btftkewxy  (ont^,  p.  IM),  as  If  Dr.  Johnson  had  serf. 
«.'  i'u  rnter*^  into  the  spirit  of  the  contest;  whereas  Dr. 
>!  t  ijf,  nioff*  naturally,  repretentt  him  m  fialUring.  with  an 
ir  •  .■  m1  vehemence,  the  prrju<iices  of  the  worthy  alderman, 
«(!<•  \*  knoikn,  from  other  cirrumttauces,  to  have  been  of  a 
«t  r»  x*aloH$  dtipotition.  —  CaoKsa. 

' '  r  >i«i  was  hit  iifual  derlarnti<tn  on  all  such  occasions.  If 
J-.l.toOTi  iindheen  an  amatf>ur  author,  abute  and  even  rrlticlim 
w  .  .1  iio  doul4  hare  gu*>n  him  pain,  but,  to  an  author  hy 
)»■■>  »  k»i-m  ai'd  one  who.  for  so  many  year*,  had  lived  by  his 
yru,  the  greatctt  mufurtune  would  be  neglect  \  tat  bit  daily 


**  He  hat  seen  Boevell  lay  dosm  his  knife  and  fork,  and 
take  out  his  tablets,  In  order  to  register  a  good  anecdote. 

**  When  Johnson  proceeded  to  the  dining-room,  one  of  Mr. 
Thrale's  servants  handed  him  a  wig  of  a  smarter  description 
than  the  one  he  wore  In  the  rooming ;  the  exchange  took 
place  in  the  hall,  or  passage.  Johnion,  like  many  other 
men,  was  always  in  much  better  humour  after  dinner  than 
brfore.*' 


i  7.  BY  THE  RIGHT  HON.  W.  WINDHAM. 

Understanding  that  a  Journal  kept  by  the  late  Mr.  Wind- 
ham  contained  some  particulars  relating  to  Dr.  Johnson,  I 
applied  to  my  friend  Admiral  Windham,  that  gentleman's 
nephew  and  heir,  for  permission  to  see  the  Journal,  which 
the  Admiral  most  readily  granted  ;  but  a  genileman  (  Mr. 
Thomas  Amvot),  to  whose  care  the  pipers  had  been  pre- 
viously coiuigned,  with  a  view  to  his  writing  the  life  of 
Mr.  Windham,  declined  to  favour  me  with  the  desired 
information.  From  another  quarter,  however,  I  have  been 
enabled  to  present  the  reader  with  the  following  extracts 
made  from  the  original  Journal,  before  (as  1  suppose)  it 
was  confided  to  Mr.  Amyot.  Mr.  Amyot  afterwards  com- 
municated some  extracts  from  the  Journal  to  Mr.  Wright, 
but  they  do  not  appear  to  be  so  full  as  those  with  whlcti  I 
was  favoured. —.  Cbokxk,  1831—47. 

From  i\it  to  901k  Auguti,  1784 Tkit  ktteroal  vaa  passed 

by  Mr.  H'indJtam  in  a  dreuitout  Journey  to  Askboum,  when 
he  paid  a  vitii  qf  a  few  days  to  hts  friend  Dr.  Joknson^  [see 
anti^  pp.  784—786.],  and  ka* preserved  tAe/oUoving  winuiea 
of  their  conversations,  under  the  title  qf  "  Jaknsoniana.'* 

Amusement — **  Ttie  principle  of  all  amusement  is  to  beguile 
time  aud  to  fill  the  intenral  between  active  thoughts  and 
perfect  vacuity." 

Homer —  "  The  source  of  every  thing,  either  In  or  oat  of 
nature,  that  can  serve  the  purpose  of  poetry,  is  to  be  found 
In  Homer ;  —every  species  of  distress,  every  modification  of 
heroic  character,  battles,  storms,  ghosts,  incantations,  ftc." 

Translation  from  tke  Greek.  —"Much  credit  la  due  to  the 
first  translators  of  Greek  authors.  Grsevius  and  Beoedictut 
give  the  palm  to  Sir  Thomaa  More,  among  all  the  trauslaton 
of  Luclan." 

Odyssey.  .--**  Dr.  Johnson  said,  be  had  never  read  through 
the  Odystey  completely  in  the  original." 

Johnson's  first  Declamation.  —  "  Anecdote  of  his  first  de- 
clamation at  College,  that  having  neglected  to  write  it  till 
the  morning  of  his  being  to  repeat  It,  and  having  only  one 
copy,  he  got  part  of  it  by  heart,  while  he  wat  walking  into 
the  Hall,  and  the  rest  he  repeated  as  well  as  he  could  extem- 
pore." 

Tke  Rmnei  —  "  Anecdote  of  his  tutor,  who  told  them  that 
the  Ramei,  the  followers  of  Ramus,  were  so  called  from 
Mamns,  a  bow."  < 

Johnson's  Idleness.  —  **  Description  of  himself  as  very  idle 
and  neglectful  of  his  studies." 

Latin.  —  "  His  opinion,  that  I  could  not  name  above  five  of 
my  college  acquaintance  who  reed  Latin  with  ease  sufficient 
to  make  It  pleasurable.  The  dlfliculties  of  the  language  over- 
power the  desire  of  reading  the  author." 

**  That  he  read  Latin  with  as  much  ease  wbeik  he  vent  to 
colleae  as  at  present." 

**  That  a  year  or  two  elapsed  between  "  his  qiilttlng  aehool 
and  going  to  college. 

Thomas  Ileame.  —  "  His  opinion  of  that  fact  of  Thomaa 
Hearne,  that  he  had  never  been  in  London.'* 

Grid's  Fasti.  U'otton.  Wood.  —  "  Recommended  the 
reading  the  Fasti  of  OvM,  — also  Wottoo,  aud  Wood  on 
Homer.'* 

Ovid  and  T/ry/'- —  **  Commended  Ovid's  description  of 
the  death  of  Hercules  —  doubted  whether  Virgil  would  not 
have  loaded  the  description  with  too  many  floe  words;  that 
Virgil  would  sometimes  dare  verba.** 

Stales.  —  "  Opinion  that  there  were  three  ways  In  which 
writing  might  be  unnatural ;  by  being  bombastic  and  above 
nature  —  q/ftcted  and  betide  it,  fringing  events  •  ith  ornaments 
which  nature  did  not  affbrd— or  weak  and  below  nature. 
That  neither  of  the  first  would  please  long.  That  the  third 
might  indeed  please  a  good  while,  or  at  least  many  ;  because 
imbecility,  and  consequently  a  love  of  Imbecility,  might  be 
found  in  many." 

A  Good  H'ork.—**  Barettl  had  told  him  of  some  Italian 
author,  who  said  that  a  good  work  must  be  that  with  which 
the  vulgar  were  pleased,  and  of  which  the  learned  could  tell 

bread  depended  on  the  sensation  bis  works  might  create. 
This  obtervatlon  would  be  found  applicable  to  many  other 
cases.—  Caoxxa. 

>  Robert  Barclay,  Rsq.  of  Bury  Hill,  near  Dork'ng,  from 
whom  Mr.  MarkUnd  derived  the««  memoranda  in  18^  died 
in  1831,  at  an  advanced  age.—  Caoxia. 

*  Stc  in  the  MR.  before  me.  as  well  as  In  that  to  which  Mr. 
Wright  had  acc*ss:  no  doubt  an  error  of  Mr.  Windham's 
own  pen  for  bough  ;  but  the  blunder  of  the  tutor  eorroboratea 
what  is  said  anti  (p.  13.)  of  Mr.  Jordoi's  acanty  Utcrattire. 
—  CaoKxa. 
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wbr  it  plMMd— that  it  niut  be  able  to  employ  the  learoed, 
and  det^n  the  Idle.  Cht-ry  Chaie  pleased  the  vulgar,  but 
did  not  latisfjT  the  learoed ;  it  did  not  fill  a  mind  capable  of 
thinking  ttrongljr.  The  merit  of  Shaktpeare  wa«  luch  aa  the 
ignorant  could  take  in,  and  the  learned  add  nothing  to.** 

"  Stat  magni  nomMs,"  tfc.  —  '*  Stai  magui  nominig  umbra 
he  would  oonitrue  a*,  umbra  gum  e$i  magmnommiMt  hoe  tit, 
eelebrata," 

CoUege  Tutor. —  ^^Ttc^funtf  »ii«w,  *«j  vXi/m*  11*3^, 
(the  offer  of  the  Sjren  to  Ulytsef)  any  man  who  can  promiae 
that  to  another  will  preaenre  hia  reqiect."  —  Applied  to  a 
oolite  tutor. 

Roufe's  Lueam. — "  Opinion  of  Rowe*t  trantlation  of  Lucan, 
that  it  would  have  been  improved.  If  Rowe  had  had  a  couple 
of  rears  to  render  it  leu  paraphraatical." 

Tftues.  —  "  Suspicion  that  the  old  grammarians  have  given 
ns  from  analogy  more  modification  of  tenses  than  were  ever 
used.  Remembers  but  one  instance  of  the  second  future,  vis. 
i»^S,  in  Josephus.  and  three  of  the  optative,  if  I  recollect,  of 
the  preterite  middle— one  of  them  in  Hetind." 

yirga.—'*  The  first  female  warrior  is  the  Camilla  of  Virgil.* ' 

**  Vast  cliange  of  the  Latin  language  from  the  time  of 
Lucretius  to  Virgil ;  —  greater  than  known  In  any  other,  even 
the  French.  The  story  of  Dido  Is  in  Ovid's  Fasti,  also  of 
Mexentius.  Virgil's  invention,  therefore,  i»  less  than  sup- 
posed. *  Take  from  his  what  is  in  Homer,  what  do  you  leare 
him  ? '  **  [Msic*.  p.  659  ] 

Umiwern'tif.^**  Great  advantage  of  a  university,  that  a  person 
llvps  In  a  place  where  his  reputation  depends  on  his  learning." 

Nervom  /%>«/•— "Argument ^xmt  that  ftel  which  persons  on 

SeiU  heights  suppoee  themselves  to  have  of  a  wish  to  throw 
emselves  down.  * 

DeitUuxnee.^--**  The  Idea  of  delitescence  is  one  of  those 
that  please  the  mind  In  a  hilly  country.** 

7V>fpcscmcr.->"Much  of  tbe  faculties  of  the  mind  lost  In  it.** 

WarUm.''**  Qui  ttupel.  In  Stathu,  applied  to  Joseph  War- 
ton's  admiration  of  fine  passages.    His  taste  is  amaiemeot." 

Laim. — ^"  The  pretensions  of  the  English  to  tbe  reputation 
of  writing  Latin  is  founded  not  so  much  on  the  specimens  in 
that  way  which  they  have  produced,  as  on  the  quantity  of 
talent  dlAised  through  the  country.*' 

EratmuM.—.**  Erasmus  appears  to  be  totally  ignorant  of 
science  and  natural  knowledice.  But  one  Itaflan  writer  is 
mentioned  in  Erasmus ;  whence  Jehnson  coi\jectured  that 
he  did  not  understand  Italian.** 

Turupit€  Roada.'—**  Opinion  about  the  elfectof  turnpike 
roads.  Every  place  communicating  with  each  other.  Before, 
there  were  cheap  places  and  dear  places.  Now  all  refuges 
are  destroyed  for  elegant  or  genteel  poverty.  Want  of  such 
a  last  hope  to  support  men  in  their  struggle  through  life,  how- 
ever seldom  it  might  be  resorted  ta  Disunion  of  families 
bv  furnishing  a  market  to  each  man's  abilities,  and  destroying 
toe  dependence  of  one  man  on  another." 

September  Isl.—  **  Left  Ashbourne  at  half-past  one,  having 
gone  with  Dr.  Johnson,  In  tbe  morning,  to  prayers.  Re- 
gretted, upon  reflection,  that  I  had  not  staid  another  day « 
which  I  should  have  done  if  I  had  not  waited  to  be  asked,  or 
had  not  contrived  that  my  intention  was  not  known.** 


f  8.  MISCELLANEOUS. 

Bomse  ▼.  Pope.  —  The  l^e  Mr.  Crauford,  of  Hyde  Park 
Comer,  being  engaged  to  dinner,  where  Dr.  Johnson  was  to 
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be,  resolved  to  pay  his  court  lo  Um  ;  and,  b«vii« 
he  preferred  Donne's  Satires  to  Pope's  versioa  of  . 

"  Do  you  know.  Dr.  Johnson,  that  I  like  Dr.  DoEBF't 
original  Satires  better  than  Pope's."  Johnaoo  aasd.  **  Wol, 
Sir,  I  cant  help  that." 

Mueie.  King  Daoid.  _  Miss  Johnson,  ooe  of  9ix  JosbM** 
nieces  (afterwards  Mrs.  Deane),  was  dining  ooe  day  at  bv 
nnde's  with  Dr.  Johnson  and  a  large  party :  ibe  costvervacuc 
happening  to  turn  on  music,  Johnson  spoke  very  coousp 
tuously  of  that  art,  and  added,  **  that  no  man  of  taknt.  w 
whose  mind  was  capable  of  better  things,  ever  w«uU  «r 
could  devote  his  time  and  attention  to  so  «Ue  and  frivokrjs  « 
pursuit.'*  The  young  lady,  who  was  very  food  of  m^r. 
whispered  her  next  neighbour,  "  I  wonder  what  Dr^  Jutota-K, 
thinks  of  Ring  David."  Johnson  overheard  her.  and.  «si 
great  sood  humour  and  complacency,  said, "  Madaat,  I  i&ack 
you :  I  stand  r^ukeo  before  jou.  and  promiae  ihak,  eo  <flK 
subject  at  least,  you  shall  never  hear  me  talk  nonieetg 
again.** 

Pteaturt  ej  Hunting —  The  honours  of  the  Univrrskv  ef 
Cambridge  were  once  performed  to  Dr.  Johnaaa.  bj  b' 
Watson,  afterwards  Bishop  of  Llandaff,  and  then  ProfeMor  u 
Chemistry,  ftc*  After  having  spent  tbe  morning  in  acvine 
all  that  was  worthy  of  notice,  the  sage  dined  at  bis  eoadcct4Y'i 
table,  which  was  surrounded  by  various  persona,  ail  aaxMsi 
to  see  so  remarkable  a  character,  but  the  moment  was  ibc 
favourable ;  he  had  been  wearied  by  hia  previous  exrrtfo  i 
and  would  not  talk.  After  the  party  had  dispcncd.  ha  hm. 
**  I  was  tired,  and  would  not  take  the  trouble,  or  I  tt^Ai 
have  set  them  right  upon  several  aubiecta.  Sir  ;  for  iosuoMx. 
tbe  gentleman  who  said  he  could  not  imagine  Ikw 
pleasure  could  be  derived  from  hunting.  —  the  rea»j 
because  man  feels  his  own  vacuity  less  in  action  thsm  i 
at  rest." 

Johnson  in  a  Stage  Coaek.  —  Mr.  Williams,  the  rectors 
Wellesbourne,  In  Warwickshire,  mentioned  having  our*, 
when  a  young  man,  performed  a  stage-ooach  iafaracy  vifh 
Dr.  Johnson,  who  took  his  place  in  tbe  vehicle,  ^w^fanl 
with  a  little  bocA,  which  his  companion  soon  discov«rrd  it* 
be  Luclan :  he  occasionally  threw  it  aside.  If  atnirk  by  a&v 
remark  made  by  his  fellow-travellers,  and  poured  foroi  b  t 
knowledge  and  eloquence  in  a  full  stream,  to  tbe  dd^t  wui 
astonishment  of  his  aaditors.  Accidentally,  tbe  first  au^ec: 
which  attracted  him  was  the  digestive  Cscuities  of  dofs.  tnm 
whence  he  branched  off  as  to  the  powers  of  digest.-««  b 
various  species  of  animals,  discovering  auch  atmea  of  rv 
formation,  that  this  particular  puint  might  have  twen  mp- 
posed  to  have  formed  his  especial  study,  and  so  it  was  wit^ 
every  other  subject  started.  The  strength  of  bis  aaemv* 
was  not  less  astonishing  than  his  eloquence ;  ho  quoted  ('«» 
various  authors,  either  in  the  support  of  his  own  argusMi 
or  to  confute  those  of  his  companions,  as  rendily,  mid  «p- 

¥irently  as  accurately,  as  if  the  works  had  been  in  his  hsuu 
he  coach  halted,  as  usual,  for  dinner,  wliich  aoua-d  t«  i« 
a  deeply  interesting  business  to  Johnson,  who  iihiaainrii 
attacked  a  dish  of  stewed  carp,  uauig  hia  finflen  oalr  t- 
feeding  himself.' 

"  PittrvRS'j  Progreu.**  —  Bishop  Percy  was  at  one  tmw  od 
a  verv  Intimate  footing  with  Dr.  Johnson,  and  the  Dnctjr 
one  day  took  Percy's  little  daughter  <  upon  hb  knee,  aac 
asked  her  what  she  thought  of  **  Pilgrim's  Profcrvsa  ?  "  IV 
child  answered  that  she  had  not  read  it.  "  No  ! "  rvp&d  tW 
Doctor ;  '*  then  I  would  noi  give  one  terthing  for  joo ; "  sk! 
he  set  her  down  and  took  no  fortlier  notloa  off  har. 
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ACCOUNTS  OP  DR.  JOHNSON'S  LAST  DAYS. 


\  1.  B7  MR.  WINDHAM. 

The  following  Interesting  Account  of  Mr.  Windham's 
Conversations  with  Dr.  Johnson  a  fbw  Days  before  bis 
DCitth,  is  extracted  f^om  the  Journal  before  mentioned. — 
CaoKca. 

TWstfay,  December  7. 17M —  Ten  minutes  past  2,  r.  m.  — 
After  waiting  some  short  time  In  the  adljoinlng  room,  I  was 
admitted  to  Dr.  Johnson  in  his  bedchamber,  where,  after 
placing  me  in  the  chair  next  him  (he  sitting  in  his  usual 

Elace,  on  the  east  side  of  the  room,  and  I  on  his  right  hand), 
e  put  into  my  hands  two  small  volumes  (an  edition  of  the 

1  This  word  is  not  in  his  Dictionary.  It  means  here  no 
doubt  teehuion--  hiding  one*$  sr^T.  — CaoKBa. 

>  Dr.  Watson  was  a  fellow  of  Trinitv.  See  anti,  p.  167., 
a  very  different  account  of  one  evening  at  Trinity:  but 
both  may  be  true  of  different  evenings.  The  visit  to  Cam' 
bridge  occurred  In  Feb.  1765.  — Caoxn. 


New  Testament),  tajing,  **  Bxtremom  hoe  ■mna 
habeto." 

He  then  proceeded  to  observe  that  I  was  entetlag  iipr«  t 
life  which  would  lead  me  deeply  into  all  the  tmaiaess  of  t^r 
world :  that  he  did  not  condemn  civU  employment,  bttt  that 
it  was  a  state  of  great  dango*.  and  tliat  he  had  chcreferr  ea* 
piece  of  advice  earnestly  to  impress  upon  aw,  tliat  I  wtwld  art 
apart  every  seventh  day  for  the  care  of  my  aooL  TlMt  ear 
day,  the  seventh,  shouU  be  employed  in  lepeatii^  what  •m 
amiss  in  tlie  six  preceding,  and  fortifying  my  virtoe  for  th* 
six  to  come.  That  such  a  portion  of  time  was  sve^y  Ijok 
enough  for  the  meditation  of  eternity. 


>  Mr.  Boewell,  ant^,  p.  76fL,  mentions  another 
which  Dr.  Johnson  surprised  his  accidental  coaai^ 
stage-coach  with  the  force  of  his  conversation  aad 
ness  of  bis  appetite.  —  Caoxxa. 

<  Afterwards  Mrs.  Isted,  of  Eoton,  Ni 
Caoxxa. 
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lie  then  totd  me  that  h«  had  a  rcquett  to  make  to  me ; 
namely,  that  I  would  allow  bU  lerTant  Frank  to  look  up  to 
mf  ai  hit  frfcud.  adTlMr,  and  protector.  In  all  difflcultiei 
»ht<-h  hii  own  we^netf  and  imprudence,  or  the  force  or 
fraud  of  other*,  might  brine  him  Into.  He  lald  that  he  had 
left  him  wliat  he  coniidered  an  ample  provision,  vli.  WTrnty 
poundi  per  annum  i  but  that  even  that  lum  might  not  place 
Mm  Kbote  the  want  of  a  protector,  and  to  me,  therefore,  he 
r<H  ommended  him  as  to  one  who  had  will,  and  power,  and 
Rrtinty  to  protect  him.  Having  obtained  my  asaent  to  this, 
he  prupoted  that  Frank  should  be  called  In ;  and  desiring  me 
i<i  take  him  bjr  the  hand  in  token  of  the  promise,  repeated 
bHrorehim  the  recommendation  he  had  Just  madeof  blm,  and 
thi*  promise  1  had  given  to  attend  to  IL 

I  then  took  occasion  to  say  how  much  I  felt  —>  what  I  had 
Ion  7  fores4^n  that  I  should  feel  _  regret  at  having  spent  so 
iitt  Ic  of  my  life  in  his  company.  I  stmted  this  as  an  InsUnce 
«  here  resolutions  are  deferred  till  the  occasions  are  past. 
Fi)r  some  time  past  I  had  determined  that  such  an  occasion 
of  ii'lf-repmaeh  should  not  subsist,  and  had  built  upon  the 
ho(M>  of  passing  in  his  society  the  chief  part  of  my  time,  at 
the  moment  when  it  was  to  be  apprehended  we  were  about 
to  lo4e  him  for  ever. 

I  had  no  difficulty  In  speaking  to  him  thus  of  my  appre- 
hi-Tiolont.  I  rotild  not  help,  on  the  other  hand,  entertaining 
h.>p  t.but  with  tliese  I  did  not  like  to  trouble  him,  lett  he  should 
ro(i<  •ive  that  1  thought  it  necessary  to  flutter  him :  he  an- 
swered ha%tily,  that  he  was  sure  1  would  not;  and  proceeded 
t4>  make  a  compliment  to  the  manliness  of  mv  mind,  which, 
wlit-tlker  deserved  or  not,  ought  to  be  remembered, ~.  that  It 
mav  tie  deserved. 

I'thi-n  stated,  that  among  other  neglects  wu  the  omission 

of  Introducing  of  all  topics  the  most  Important,  the  conse- 

<|ii'i)ce  of  which  particularly  filled  my  mind  at  that  moment, 

«•)  t  in  which  1  had  often  been  desirous  to  know  his  opinions ; 

(>ii-  »ui>jerts  I  meant  were,  I  said,  natural  and  revealed  reli- 

Kio.i.    Tlie  wish  Ihtu  generally  stated,  was  in  part  gratified 

(in  the  iniUnL    For  revealed  religion,  he  said,  there  was 

»<irii  hutorical  evidence,  as,  upon  any  subject  not  religious, 

would  have  left  no  doubt.    Had  the  facts  recorded  in  the 

Nf  w  Teitament  been  mere  civil  occurrences,  no  one  would 

hatf>  r&lled  in  question  the  testimony  by  which  they  are  es- 

uM<<^t>>'«);  but  the  Importance  annexed  to  them,  amounting 

(II  r.<i'.hing  less  than  the  salvation  of  mankind,  raised  a  cloud 

in  iiiir  minds,  and  created  doubts  unknown  upon  any  other 

*<,'>)' ct.    Of  proofs  to  be  derived  from  history,  one  of  the 

III   «c  cogent,  ne  seemed  to  think,  was  the  opiuiou  so  well  au- 

iiif  .■tic.itcti.  and  so  long  entertained,  of  aaeliverer  that  was 

(II  .ippear  about  that  time.    Amone  the  tvplcal  representa- 

(t.Mi*.  ttie  sacrifice  of  the  Paschal  Lamb,  in  which  no  bone 

w  i«  to  »•«•  broken,  had  early  struck  his  mind.    For  the  Imme- 

•I  Mt'  life  and  miracles  of  Christ,  such  attestation  as  that  of 

(!.••  AiMiKles,  who  all,  except  St.  John,  confirmed  their  teatl- 

nio'it  with  their  blood  — such  belief  as  these  witnesses  pro- 

titf^i  from  a  people  b^st  furnished  with  the  means  of  Judging, 

.  '  >i  IrAi^t  disposed  to  Judge  favourably  —  such  an  extension 

.ti  •  rw4rdf  of  that  belief  over  all  the  nations  of  the  earth, 

rr.>  njh  orlRUiatine  from  a  nadou  of  all  others  most  despised, 

<*  .  .Itl  leAte  no  doubt  that  the  thing*  witnessed  were  true, 

.i'kI  were  of  a  nature  more  than  human.    With  respect  to 

,  %  I   *'..c#.  Ur.  Johnson  observed,  that  we  had  not  such  evi- 

.w  r»'  that  Otar  died  in  the  Capitol,  aa  that  Christ  died  la 

ijt«>  tii.iitiier  related. 

1*  c.mbrr  II Went  with  Sir  Joshua,  whom  I  took  up 

'<%  tti>'  %ia),to  lee  Dr.  Johnson.  Strahan  and  Langton  there. 
N  •  li  '|M>» ;  though  a  great  discharge  had  taken  place  from 

it  . '  mhfT  19.  —At  about  half  past  seven  r.  m.  went  to  Dr. 

T    t.  i^on'k,  where  I   stayed,  chiefly  in  the  outer  room,  till 

..(  •  f  \ei\.    .Strahan  there  during  the  whole  time  ;  during 

•  .rt     Mr.   Hmile;    and  latterly  Mr.  Crullithonks   and   the 

■  (!••'< 'try.     1  only  went  in  twice,  for  a  few  minutes  each 

•  ..-  :  I  lie  first  time  I  hinted  only  what  ther  l>ad  before  been 

•  ri'.tiir;  i>.inirty,  tiiat  he  would  be  prevailed  upon  to  take 

.-  *ti»terianci>,  aid  deiitted  upon  his  exclaiming,  ***Tis  all 
I .  '  V  <  iiiioifth  :  let  us  hear  uo  more  of  it."  The  second  time 
I  '  .nir  in.  In  conseouence  of  a  consultation  with  Mr.  Crulk- 
> ;  «  .  k  >  and  the  aptitliecary.  and  addressed  him  formally,  after 
I '  ■  >i*iii|{  that  1  considered  what  I  was  going  to  say  as  matter 
•f  <i  >ity  »  I  aaid  that  1  hoped  he  would  not  suspect  me  of  the 


>    ft  appears  In  this  Journal  that  Mr.Windham  laboured 

,<•  A>ioriAiit  under  a  nervous  anil  indeed  morbid  hesitation 

.    .  <  I  • « <ii  the  cofQm"nest  things,  and  used  to  loee  hours  and 

.  t  »  tti  U'-litM'ratixg  whether  be  should  do  this  or  that  trifling 

■  II,.        This  was  h)|><ichfndrla*it :    and  be  used  to  call  It 

«    /  /7  w  hich.  he  said,  cAme  over  him  on  these  ooeasiona. 

-N.  *'  nnti,  p.  Ci7.)  —  CBOKBB.  IN47. 

<  ^•  <>  ante,  p.  166.  That  more  importance  may  not  be 
f  ti  to  this  transa«-iion  than  It  deserves,  it  must  be  recol* 
.  '«-4j.  that  Johnson  fancied  that  his  attendants  were  treating 
••I   with  a  timid  leniency,  merely  to  spare  him  pain, —  a 

I  >  on  which  irritated,  at  once,  his  love  of  life,  his 
..rn.kl  courage,  ami  his  high  moral  principle.    We  have  al- 

I- 1 1  f  %0'*'Ti  iamti,  p.  494.)  Uiat  when  In  health  he  had  said, 
II  H,»r9rr  is  nJrMd  qf  amp  Ikimg  Is  a  tcotmdrrij  "  and  now, 

I  the  »«in«  feeling,  and  the  same  words,  he  oensurca  the 


weakness  of  tmportonlng  him  to  take  noorishraent  (tar  the 
purpose  of  prolonging  his  life  for  a  few  hours  or  days.  I 
then  stated  what  the  reason  was.  It  was  to  secure  that  which 
I  was  persuaded  he  was  most  anxious  about ;  namely,  that 
he  might  pres4>rve  his  faculties  entire  to  the  last  moment. 
Before  1  had  quite  stated  mv  meaning,  he  interrupted  me  by 
saying,  that  he  had  refUsed  no  sustenance  but  inebriating 
sustenance ;  and  proceeded  to  give  instances  where.  In  com- 
pliance with  the  wishes  of  his  phvsiclan,  he  had  taken  even 
a  small  quantilv  of  wine.  I  reaaily  assented  to  anv  objec- 
tions he  might  have  to  nourishment  of  that  kind,  andobsenr- 
Ing  that  milk  was  the  only  nourishment  I  Intended,  flattered 
myself  that  I  had  succeeded  in  my  endeavours,  when  he  re- 
curred to  his  general  refusitl,  and  "  begged  that  there  might 
be  an  end  of  it."  I  then  said,  that  I  hoped  he  would  forgive 
my  earnestness,  or  something  to  that  effect,  when  he  replied 
eagerly,  that  from  me  nothing  could  be  necessary  by  way  of 
apology ;  adding,  with  great  fervour,  in  words  which  I  shall, 
I  hope,  never  forget.  "  God  bless  vou,  my  dear  Windham, 
through  Jesus  Christ ; "  and  concluding  with  a  wish  **  that 
we  might  [share]  in  some  humble  portion  of  that  happiness 
which  God  might  Anally  vouchsafe  to  repentant  sinners." 
These  were  the  last  words  1  ever  heard  him  spe^.  I  hurried 
out  of  the  room  with  tears  In  my  eyes,  and  more  affected 
than  I  had  been  on  any  former  occasion. 

D<ermber  18w  —  In  the  morning  meant  to  hare  met  Mr. 
Cruikshanks  In  Bolt  Court ;  but  while  I  was  deliberating  t 
about  going,  was  tent  for  by  Mr.  Burke.  Went  to  Bolt 
Court  about  half-past  three,  found  that  Dr  Johnson  had 
been  almost  constantly  asleep  since  nine  in  the  morning,  and 
heard  from  Mr.  Desmoulins  what  passed  in  the  night.  He  had 
compelled  Frank  to  give  him  a  lancet,  and  had  besides  con- 
cealed in  the  bed  a  pair  of  scissors,  and  with  one  or  the  other 
of  them  had  scarified  himself  in  three  places,  two  of  them  In 
the  leg.  On  Mr.  Desmoulins  making  a  difficulty  In  giving 
him  (he  lancet,  he  said,  '*  Don't,  if  you  have  any  scruple ;  but 
I  will  compel  Frank  ;  **  and  on  Mr.  Desmoulins  attempting 
afterwards  to  prevent  Frank  f^om  giving  it  to  him,  and  at 
last  to  restrain  his  hand,  he  grew  very  outrageous,  so  as  to 
call  Frank  scoundrel,  and  to  threaten  Mr.  Desmoulins  that 
he  would  sub  him  *;  he  then  made  the  three  incisions  above 
mentioned,  two  of  which  were  not  unskilftUly  made  ;  but 
one  of  those  in  the  leg  was  a  deep  and  ugly  wound,  from 
which  they  suppose  him  to  have  lost  at  least  eight  ounces  of 
blood. 

Upon  Dr.  Heberden  expressing  his  fears  about  the  scarifi- 
cation, Dr.  Johnson  told  him  he  was  timidnrum  thniditsimui. 
A  few  days  before  his  death,  Ulking  with  Dr.  Brocklesby.  he 
said,  "  N9W  will  ynu  atcrlbe  my  death  to  my  having  taken 
eight  grains  of  squills,  wlien  you  recommended  only  three  ? 
Dr.  Heberden,  to  my  having  opene<i  ray  left  foot,  when  na- 
ture was  pointing  out  the  discharge  In  the  right  ?  '*    The 
conversation  was  introduced  by  his  quoting  some  lines  to  the 
same  purpose,  from  Swift's  verses  on  his  own  death.' 
It  wu  within  the  same  period,  if  I  understood  Dr.  Broek. 
'  lesby  right,  that  he  enjoined  him,  as  an  honest  man  and  a 
'  physician,  to  Inform  him  how  long  he  thought  he  had  to  live. 
'  UT.  Brocklesby  Inquired,  In  return,  whether  he  had  firmness 
j  to  bear  the  answer.    Upon  bis  replying  that  he  had,  and  Dr. 
BrfMTklesby  limiting  the  time  to  a  few  weeks,  he  said,  "  that 
he  then  would  trouble  himself  no  more  with  medicine  or 
medical  advice :  **  and  to  this  resolution  be  pretty  much  ad- 
hered. 

In  a  conversation  about  what  was  practicable  in  medicine 
or  surgery,  he  quot«^,  to  the  surprise  of  his  physicians,  the 
opinion  of  Marchetti  for  an  operation  of  extracting  ( I  think) 
part  of  the  lildnev.  He  recommended  for  an  account  of 
China,  Sir  John  tfandeville's  Travel*.  Holyday's  Note's  on 
Juvenal  he  thought  so  highly  of  as  to  have  employed  himself 
for  some  time  in  translating  them  Into  L  tUn. 

He  insisted  on  the  doctrine  of  an  expiatory  sacrifice  as  the 
condition  without  which  there  was  no  Christianity  (aW, 
p.  'J9V. );  and  urged  \n  support  the  belief  entertained  In  all  ages, 
and  by  all  nations,  barbarous  as  well  as  polite.  He  recom- 
mended to  Dr.  Brocklesby,  also,  Clarke's  Sermons  (ante, 
p.  wen.),  and  repeated  to  him  the  passage  which  he  had  spoken 

of  to  me.  ^  .... 

While  airing  one  day  with  Dr.  Brocklesbf ,  In  passing  and 

returning  by  St.  Panrru  church,  be  fell  Into  prayer,  and 

mentioned,  upon  Dr.  Brockletby's  Inquiring  why  the  Catbo- 

cowardly,  as  he  thought  them,  apprehensions  of  his  at- 
tendanU.  It  might  be  wished  that  in  such  cIrcumsUnces  he 
had  spoken  and  acted  with  less  Impatience ;  but  let  us  not 
forget  the  excuses  which  may  be  drawn  from  the  natural  In- 
firmity of  his  temper,  exasperated  by  the  peevlahneas  of  • 
long  and  painful  disease —  Cbokkb. 

»  *'  The  doctors,  tender  of  their  fame. 

Wisely  on  one  lay  all  the  blame ; 
*  We  most  confess  his  case  was  nice. 
But  he  would  never  take  advice  t 
Had  he  been  ruled,  for  aught  appeara. 
He  might  have  lived  these  twenty  vean  ( 
For  when  we  opened  blm  we  (iMind 
l*hat  aU  hia  vital  partt  were  aotnd.*  '* 
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Uc*  choM  that  for  their  bnrTing  place,  that  tome  Catholics, 
in  Queeo  Elisabeth*!  time,  had  been  burnt  there.i  Upon 
Dr.  Brocklesby's  asking  him  whether  he  did  not  feel  the 
warmth  of  the  sun,  be  quoted  from  Juvenal  — 

'*  Prcterea  ralnfmui  gelldo  Jam  Id  corpora  sanguis 
FebrecaletioU."'  — 

Dteember  18 Forty- five  minutes  past  ten  t.  m.  ~.  While 

writing  the  preceding  articles  —  I  reoeiVed  the  fttal  account, 
so  long  dreaded,  that  Dr.  Johnson  was  no  more  I 

Mar  those  prayers  which  he  ineessantlT  poured  from  a  heaK 
IVaught  with  the  deepest  derotlon,  Hnd  tneir  acceptance  with 
Him  to  whom  they  were  addressed—  which  piety. so  humble 
and  so  fervent,  mar  seem  to  promise  I 

December  IS. —  For  some  days  no  work  of  any  sort  has 
been  done.  1  cannot,  indeed,  say  that  all  the  time  has  been 
mis-spent ;  much  of  it  has  been  employed  In  performing  the 
last  duties  of  respect  and  affection  to  the  great  man  wno  is 
gone. 

December  sa  —  A  memorable  day :  the  day  which  saw  de- 
posited in  Westminster  Abbey  the  remains  of  Johnson. 


I  9  BY  SIR  JOHN  HAWKINS. 

iSglraetedJrom  Us  Life  qfJoimom,  pp.  564-6.) 

A  few  dajs  after  the  remnant  of  the  Ivy-lane  Club  had 
dined  with  him  [Feb.  17841,  Dr.  Johnson  sent  for  roe,  and 
informed  me  that  he  had  discoTere«l  in  himself  the  symptoms 
of  a  dropsy ;  and,  indeed,  his  very  much  increased  bulk,  and 
the  swollen  appearance  of  his  legs,  seemed  to  indicate  no  less. 
He  told  me,  tiiat  he  was  desirous  of  making  a  will,  and  re- 
questni  me  to  be  one  of  his  executors :  upon  my  consenting, 
he  gave  me  to  understand  that  he  meant  to  make  a  provision 
fornis  lervant,  Frank,  of  about  70L  a  year  for  his  life,  and 
concerted  with  roe  a  plan  for  investing  a  sum  suflflcient  for 
the  purpose :  at  the  lame  time  he  opened  to  me  the  state  of 
his  circumstances,  and  the  amount  of  what  he  had  to  dispose 
of. 

In  a  visit  which  I  made  him  in  a  few  days.  In  consequence 
of  a  very  pressing  request  to  see  me,  I  found  him  labouring 
under  great  dejection  of  mind.  He  bade  me  draw  near  him, 
and  saul  he  wanted  to  enter  into  a  serious  conversation  with 
me  i  and,  upon  my  expresitng  a  willingness  to  Join  in  It,  he, 
with  a  look  that  cut  me  to  the  heart,  told  me  that  he  had  the 

Srospect  of  death  before  him.  and  that  he  dreaded  to  meet  his 
aviour  .*  I  could  not  but  be  astonished  at  such  a  declaration, 
and  advised  him,  as  I  had  done  once  before,  to  reflect  on  the 
course  of  his  life  and  the  services  he  had  rendered  to  the  cause 
of  religion  and  virtue,  as  well  by  his  example  as  his  writings  ; 
to  whteb  he  answered,  that  he  had  written  as  a  philosopher, 
but  had  not  lived  like  one.  In  the  estimation  of  bis  offences, 
he  reasonal  thus :  "  Every  man  knows  his  own  tins,  and  also 
what  grace  he  has  resisted.  But,  to  those  of  others,  and  the 
circumstances  under  which  they  were  committed,  he  is  a 
fftraoger :  he  Is.  therefore,  to  look  on  himself  as  the  greatest 
sinner  that  he  knows  of."  *  At  the  conclusion  of  this  argu- 
ment, which  he  strongly  enforced,  he  uttered  this  passionate 
exclamation,  —  **  ShsJl  I,  who  have  been  a  teacher  of  others, 
myself  be  a  castaway  ?  " 

Much  to  the  same  purpose  passed  between  us  in  this  and 
other  conversations  that  I  had  with  him  (  in  all  which  1  could 
not  hut  wonder,  as  much  at  the  freedom  with  which  he  opened 
his  mind,  and  the  compunction  beseemed  to  f'-el  for  the  errors 
of  his  past  life,  as  I  did  at  his  making  choice  of  me  for  his  con- 
fessor, knowing  full  well  how  meanly  qualified  I  was  for  such 
an  office. 

It  was  on  a  Thursday  (19th  February)  that  I  had  this  con- 
▼ersatlon  with  him  ;  and  here,  let  not  the  supercilious  lip  of 
scorn  protrude  itself,  while  I  relate  that,  he  declared  his  in- 
tention to  devote  the  whole  of  the  next  day  to  (asting,  humili- 
ation, and  such  other  devotional  exercises  as  became  a  man  in 
his  situation.  On  th«  Saturday  following  I  made  him  a  visit, 
cod,  upon  eoterlnghis  room,  observed  in  his  countenance  such 
a  serenitv,  as  Indicated  that  some  remarkable  crisis  of  his 
disorder  nad  produced  a  change  in  his  feelings.  He  told  me 
that,  pursuant  to  the  resolution  he  had  mentioned,  he  had 

1  It  has  been  said  that  this  preference  arises  tram  a  belief 
that  special  services  are  performed  for  persons  buried  at  St. 
Pancras,  in  a  church  of  the  same  name  in  the  South  of 
France ;  but  I  learn,  from  unquestionable  authority,  that  it 
rests  upon  no  foundation,  and  that  mere  vrtjudfce  exists 
amongst  the  Roman  Catholics  in  favour  of  tnis  church,  as  is 
the  case  with  respect  to  other  places  of  burial  in  various  parts 
of  the  kingdom.  —  Mabklamd. 

*    "  Add  that  a  fever  only  warms  his  veins. 

And  thaws  the  little  blood  that  yet  remains.** 

—  Girroan. 

s  This,  and  other  expressions  of  the  like  kind,  which  he  ut- 
tered to  me.  should  put  to  silence  the  idle  reports  that  he 
dreaded  annihilation.  — >  UAWUNa. 


spent  the  preceding  day  ha  an  abatnctioo  from  all  worWy 
concerns ;  that,  to  prevent  interruption,  he  bad.  in  the  min- 
ing, ordered  Frank  not  to  admit  anv  one  to  hlxa  ;  and.  the 
better  to  enforce  the  charge,  had  added  tbcae  awfel  wenU. 
**  For  your  master  is  preparing  himself  to  die.**  He  thee 
mentioned  to  me,  that.  In  the  course  of  this  exercise,  he  fcoatf 
himsdf  relieved  from  that  disorder  which  bad  twen  grwi^ 
on  him,  and  wu  become  very  oppresshag.  the  dropey.  by  a 

Eidual  evacuation  of  water  to  the  amount  of  twenty  piBXft,a 
e  Instance  whereof  he  had  never  before  expeiienced ;  sad 
asked  me  what  I  thought  of  it. 

I  was  well  aware  of  the  lengths  that  superatitioa  and  e^ 
thusiasm  will  leed  men,  and  how  ready  aome  are  ta  attnbose 
favourable  events  to  supernatural  causea,  and  said,  thst  k 
might  savour  of  presumption  to  say  that,  in  this  hiscaBce, 
God  had  wrought  a  miracle ;  yet,  as  divines  recMpiserr-tsia 
dispensations  of  his  providence,  recorded  in  the  Scripcon  tiy 
the  denomination  or  returns  of  prayer,  and  his  oeDnipemce 
is  now  the  same  as  ever.  I  thought  it  would  be  littie  less  thA 
criminal  to  ascribe  his  late  relief  to  causes  tncrdy  naeural. 
and  that  the  safer  opinion  was,  that  he  had  not  to  tub 
humbled  himself  before  his  Maker.  He  seemed  to  acquiesce 
in  all  that  I  said  on  this  important  sut^eet ;  and.  se^erai 
times,  while  I  was  discoursing  with  hinn,  cried  ooi,  **  k  u 
wonderftil,  very  wonderful! " 

His  seal  for  religion,  as  manifested  In  his  wrfefaigs  ani 
conversation,  and  the  accounts  extant  that  attest  his  sAeCy, 
have  induced  the  enemies  to  his  memory  to  tax  him  with  cb- 
perstitioD.  To  that  charge  I  oppose  his  behavkMir  od  tht* 
occasion,  and  leave  it  to  the  jndgmeot  of  solier  and  rancraj 
persons,  whether  such  an  unexpected  event  aa  tbm  ebvvc 
mentioned  would  not  have  prompted  a  really  auperatitaoos 
man  to  some  more  passionate  exdamatioa  than  that  it  was 
*'  wonderful." 


ITTUs  relief,  exiraordHutrv  as  it  wot,  Jcknsem  kbmtifi 
**  was  ontg  a  reprice**  —  the  disease  retmmtd^  mmd  Batrttm 
renewed  the  tnt^ect  cf  the  tritt.  pp.  560.  5893 

His  complaint  still  increasing,  I  continued  pressing  hte 
to  make  a  will ;  hut  he  still  procrastinated  that  busineas.  On 
the  Vth  qf  Namember,  In  the  morning,  I  went  to  tus  heose, 
with  a  purpose  still  farther  to  urge  him  not  to  give  eccastoe. 
by  dying  intestate,  for  litigation  among  his  relatioas:  bix 
finding  tliat  he  was  gone  to  pass  the  day  with  the  Brv  Mr. 
Strahan,  at  Isllngion,  I  followed  him  thitlier.  and  found  tberv 
our  old  friend  Mr.  Ryland.and  Mr.  Hoole.  Upon  my  sitsvf 
down,  he  said,  that  the  prospect  of  the  change  he  was  ^onm. 
to  undergo,  and  the  thought  of  meeting  hla  Savkmr,  trenhied 
him,  but  that  he  had  hope  that  he  would  not  reject  lum. 

I  then  began  to  discourse  with  him  altoat  bis  will,  and  tb« 

E revision  for  Frank,  till  he  grew  angrr  He  told  nse.  th« 
e  had  signed  and  sealed  the  paper  I  left  him  ;  bat  tbM.  said 
I,  had  blanks  in  It,  which,  as  it  seems,  joa  have  imic  filled  qp 
with  the  names  of  the  executors.  **  \  ou  should  ha«e  &J  »d 
them  up  yourself,"  answered  he.  I  replied,  tliat  sudi  an  ma. 
would  have  looked  as  if  I  meant  to  prevent  bis  cboicr  «A  4 
fitter  person.  "  Sir."  said  he,  "  these  minor  virtues  arr  sm, 
to  be  exercised  In  matters  of  such  importance  aa  this."  At 
length  he  said  that  on  his  return  home  be  would  aeed  f  jr  a 
clerk,  and  dictate  a  will  to  hhn.  "  You  wiU  then,"  sajd  1. 
"  be  HMtof  ctmstUij  rather  do  It  now.  With  Mr.  StrahsK't 
permission,  I  will  tie  his  guest  at  dinner;  and.  If  Mr  Hoc\t 
will  please  to  hold  the  pen,  I  will,  in  a  few  worda,  make  sotli 
a  dispositioo  of  your  estate  as  you  shall  direct,  lb  rhit  bf 
assented  \  but  such  a  paroxysm  of  the  asthma  seised  hiai.  ai 

Erevented  our  going  on.    As  the  fire  burned  vp^  he  feimd 
Imself  relieved,  and  grew  cheerful.   **  The  fit,**  aald  hc^  *«  «w 
very  sharp ;  hut  I  am  now  easy." 

Alter  I  had  dictated  a  few  lines,  I  told  hhn,  that  the  ancvrt 
form  of  wills  contained  a  profession  ofthe  Csith  of  the  testator , 
and  that  he  being  a  man  of  eminence  for  learning  and  pertsv 
It  wottkl  aflbrd  an  illustrious  example,  and  well  ttecocae  I  p?, 
to  make  such  an  explicit  dedaratloo  of  his  ttHtcT,  ■•  mi^ 
obviate  all  suspicions  that  he  was  any  other  than  a  Christie. 
He  thanked  me  for  the  hint,  and,  calling  for  paper.  wr«ce  ot 
a  slip,  that  1  had  in  my  hand  and  gave  him^  tbe  foUewinf 
words :  — "  I  humMy  commit  to  tlie  InAnlie  and  eteras 
ness  of  AlmightT  God,  my  soul  poUuted  with  many  sm 
as  I  hope,  purified  by  repentance,  and  redeemed,  as  i 
by  the  deaUi  of  Jesus  Christ » ; "  and,  returaiBf  H  to  mc 
said,  "  This  I  commit  to  your  custodr." 

Upon  my  calling  on  him  for  direcuoos  to  |ismjwid>  he  tcld 


4  I  And  the  above  senthnent  In  "  Law's  Serious  CtfJ  to  a 
Devout  and  Holy  Life,"  a  book  which  Johnson  was  very  eve. 
versant  with,  and  often  commended — HAwmina,«nar.  p  1  s 

>  The  will  of  the  other  great  Inrohsary  of  that  age,  Vr. 
Burke,  is  ttirooghout  strikingly  cfaanctericttc,  and  wu  r« 
doubt  chiertr  drawn  up  by  h'unieIC  Those  wlio  revere  bi^ 
memory  will  read  with  satisfaction  the  opening  detlariDje. 
"  First,  according  to  the  ancient,  good,  and  laadable  ciwt  «■. 
of  which  my  heart  and  fmderstandnuf  reeegiUte  S*r  prvprrr^, 
I  bequeath  mv  soul  to  God,  hoping  for  his  mernr  lbr«i|ta  ts< 
only  merits  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  ChrM.** — M4aK* 

LAND. 
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me  that  hU  btber,  in  the  ooune  of  hit  trad«  ofAbookteller.  had 

become  bankrupt,  tnd  that  Mr.  Willlaio  Innya  bad  aMlated 

him  with  money  or  credit  tocontlnae  hla  boaineaa.    **  Thla/* 

laid  be, "  1  oonalder  aa  an  obligation  on  roe  to  be  grateftil  to 

hit  deacendanta,  and  I  therefore  mean  to  give  2001.  to  hla  re- 

preteotative."    He  then  meditated  a  derlae  of  hia  houae  at 

Llchflekl  to  the  corporation  of  that  city  for  a  charitable  uae  ; 

but,  it  being  freehold,  he  aald,  **  I  cannot  live  a  twelvemonth, 

and  the  lut  atatute  of  mortmain  atanda  In  the  way :  I  moat, 

therefore,  think  of  aome  other  diapoattion  of  it"    Hla  next 

coiiaideratioo  waa,  a  provialon  for  Frank,  concerning  the 

amount  vhereof  I  found  he  had  been  conaulting  Dr.  Brock- 

leiby,  to  whom  he  had  put  thia  queatlon,  **  What  would  t>e  a 

proper  annuity  to  bequeath  to  a  favourite  aervant?"     The 

doctor  anawered,  that  the  circumatancea  of  the  maater  were 

the  trueat  meaaure :  and  that,  in  the  caae  of  a  nobleman,  60/. 

a  fear  waa  deemed  an  adequate  reward  for  many  yeara* 

faithfal  aerrice.    **  Then  ahall  I,"  aaid  Johnaoo,  **  be  nobiUt- 

Hfttut  i  for  I  mean  to  leave  Frank  701.  a  /ear,  and  I  deaire 

fou  to  tell  him  ao.'*    And  now,  at  the  maiing  of  the  will,  a 

derise,  Miiiralent  to  auch  a  proviaion,  waa  therein  inaerted. 

The  retidue  of  hia  eatate  and  eflhcta,  which  took  in,  though 

he  intrnded  it  not,  the  houae  at  Lichfteid,  he  bequeathed  to  hia 

eteriitori,  in  truat  for  a  religioua  aaaodation ;  which  it  la 

netnileu  to  deacribe. 

flaring  executed  the  will  with  the  neceaaary  formalltie!!.  he 
wodld  have  come  home ;  but  being  preaaed  bv  Mr.  and  Mra. 
Striihan  to  atay,  he  conaented,  ana  we  all  dined  together. 
Towards  the  evening  he  grew  cheerful ;  and  1  having  promlted 
to  t4lLe  him  in  my  coach.  Mr.  Strahau  and  Mr.  Ryland  would 
arcompany  him  home.  In  the  way  thither  he  appeared  much 
at  eaie,  and  told  atoriea.  At  eight  I  aet  him  down,  and  Mr. 
Strahan  and  Mr.  Ryiand  betook  themacivea  to  their  reapective 
h(»mcs. 

Sunday^  Now.  7M.  I  aaw  him  about  noon :  he  waa  doling ; 
but  wakfiig,  he  found  himaelf  in  a  circle  of  hia  frienda.  Upon 
op*'ning  hla  evea.  he  aaid,  that  the  proaoect  of  hia  diasolution 
wa«  verv  terrible  to  him,  and  addreaaea  himaelf  to  ua  all,  in 
nearly  tneae  worda  :  **  You  aee  the  atate  in  which  I  am ;  con- 
flir*titiK  with  iKxlily  pain  and  mental  dlatraction:  while  you 
are  in  health  and  atrength,  labour  to  do  good,  and  avoid  evil. 
If  ever  you  hope  to  eacape  the  diatreu  that  now  opprciaea 
me." 

A  little  while  after,  —  "  I  had,  very  earlj  In  my  life,  the 
ae«>t1i  of  goodoeaa  in  me:  1  had  a  love  of  virtue,  and  a  re- 
vrrrace  for  religion  ;  and  theae,  I  truat,  have  brought  forth 
In  ni(»  A>uita  meet  for  repentance;  and,  if  I  have  repented  aa 
I  cught.  1  am  forgiven.  I  have,  at  timea,  entertained  a  loath • 
tnir  of  tin  and  of  myaeif,  particularly  at  the  beginning  of  thia 
rear,  when  I  had  the  prospect  »f  death  before  me  ;  and  thia 
haa  not  abated  when  my  tcara  of  death  have  been  leu ;  and, 
at  thf  ae  time*,  1  have  hod  auch  ray  a  of  hope  ahot  into  my  aoul, 
aa  have  aJmoat  perauaded  me  that  I  am  in  a  atate  of  reconci- 
liation with  God." 

'Atk.  Mr.  Langton,  who  had  apent  the  evening  with  him, 
r«*r>orted,  that  hia  hopea  were  increased,  and  that  he  waa 
much  cheered  upon  tx-ing  reminded  of  the  general  tendency 
of  his  wrltlnga,  and  of  hla  example. 

yitk.  I  aaw  him  In  the  evening,  and  found  him  cheerful. 
Waa  informed  that  he  had,  for  hla  dinner,  eaten  heartily  of  a 
Fr«*nch  duck  pie  and  a  pheaaant. 

lUr.  I.  He  waa  bualed  in  deatroying  papert.  Gave  to  Mr. 
Ltkngtan  and  another  neraon  [young  Mr.  Deamoulins],  to 
fjiir.r.ipr.  aome  translations  of  the  Greek  epigrnroa,  whicli  he 
tsA"!  maae  In  the  preceding  nighca,  and  tranacritjed  the  next 
morning,  and  thev  began  to  work  on  them. 

3d.  r  inding  hia  lega  continue  to  awcll,  he  aignifled  to  hla 
phy«iciana  a  atrone  desire  to  have  them  scarified  ;  hut  they, 
uriwl.ling  to  put  him  to  pain,  and  fearing  a  mortiflcition.  de- 
c  I !  riM  adviaing  it.  He  afterwarda  conaulted  hia  aurgcon,  and 
fa^  perfomed  the  operation  on  one  leg. 

4tk.  I  viaited  him :  the  acariflcation  made  yesterday  tn  hia 
I^K  appeared  to  have  had  little  eiTect.  He  aaid  to  roe,  t lint 
h'*  w.ik  eaaier  in  hia  mind,  and  aa  fit  to  die  at  that  Inatant  aa 
h«*  cotild  be  a  rear  hence.  He  requeated  me  to  receive  the 
aar  rameot  with  him  on  Sunday,  the  next  day.  Complained 
of  irreat  ««akneaa,  aod  of  phantoma  that  haunted  hla  Imagl- 
cioo. 
UJk.     BtflDg  Sunday,  1  eommmmictUed  with  him  and  Mr. 


>  tl«  W9rr  mtteh  admired,  and  often  In  the  courae  of  hla 
fitn^ae  rrrited,  from  the  concluaion  of  old  Isaac  Walt<m*a 
I.I  If  «»f  Blahop  Sanderaon,  the  following  fiathetic  requvst;  — 
**  r\ft»  this  pattern  of  meekneM  and  primitive  innocenre 
c^l  tuzfti  this  for  a  better  life: —  'tis  now  too  late  to  wish 
til  It  nil  lie  may  be  like  his:  for  I  am  in  the  eighty- fifth  year 
of  Tiiy  Agri,  ami  («od  knows  It  hath  not:  but.  I  roust  humbly 
l««-a«»*ch  Almiithty  God,  that  my  death  m^iy  ;  and  I  do  aa 
#><«rcr«tiy  beg.  that.  If  any  reatler  shall  receive  any  satlifartion 
fr,^  II  I  his  very  pljin,  and  as  true,  relation,  he  will  tje  so  cha- 
ric  4  .1»*  m*  to  say.  Amen.*'  — lUwKiwa. 

'    Mr.  iJeorge  Si»'erens.  —  Crokrr. 

*  Aa  I  t-»ke  no  phM»iire  In  the  dii/race  of  othert,  I  regret 
fh*?  nr*r»»«alty  1  ;im  umlor  of  roeniioni  ig  theie  partirul-irs : 
ri'.y  rea«'>fi  fur  it  i«.  that  the  transaction  which  so  di*turb*'d 
tti'iu   may   poaaibly  be  bettor  known  than  the  motivca  that 


LangCoo,aBd  other  of  his  flrlenda,  aa  many  ■§  nearly  filled  the 
room.  Mr.  Strahan,  who  was  conatant  in  hla  attendance  on 
him  throughout  hla  lllnesi,  performed  the  office.  Previoua 
to  reading  the  exhortation,  Johnaon  knelt,  and.  with  a  degree 
of  fervour  that  I  had  never  been  wltneu  to  before,  uttered 
the  following  moat  eloquent  and  enereetic  prayer :  — 

**  Almighty  and  most  merciful  Father,  I  am  now,  aa 
to  human  eyea  it  aeema,  about  to  commemorate,  for  the  lut 
time,  the  de^h  of  thy  son  Jesna  Chriat,  our  Saviour  and  Re- 
deemer. Grant,  O  Lord,  that  my  whole  hope  and  confidence 
may  be  In  hla  merlta  and  in  thy  mercy :  forgive  and  accept 
my  late  converaion ;  enforce  and  accept  my  Imperfect  repent- 
ance ;  make  thia  commemoration  of  him  available  to  the  con- 
firmation of  my  faith,  the  eatabliahment  of  my  hope,  and  the 
enlargement  of  my  charitv ;  and  make  the  death  of  thy  aon 
Jeaua  eflbctual  to  my  redemption  Have  mercy  upon  me, 
and  pardon  the  multitude  of  my  offencea.  Bless  my  fHenda : 
have  mercy  upon  all  men.  Support  me  by  the  grace  of  thy 
Holy  Splrtt  in  the  daya  of  weakneaa,  and  at  the  hour  of  death, 
and  receive  me,  at  my  death,  to  everLaating  happlnesa,  for  the 
aake  of  Jeaua  Christ.  —  Amen.** 

Upon  rialng  from  hia  kneea,  after  the  office  waa  concluded, 
he  aaid,  that  he  dreaded  to  meet  God  in  a  atate  of  idiocy,  or 
with  opium  in  hla  head ;  and,  that  having  now  communicated 
with  the  effecta  of  a  dose  upon  him,  he  doubted  if  his  exer- 
tions were  the  genuine  onerationa  of  hia  mind,  and  repeated 
from  Blahop  Tavlor  thia  aentiment,  "That  little  that  haa 
been  omitted  in  oealth  can  be  done  to  any  purpose  in  aick- 
nesa."  • 

While  be  waa  dretalng  and  preparing  for  this  solemnity, 
an  accident  happened  which  went  very  near  to  disarrange  hia 
mind.  He  had  mialaid,  and  waa  very  anxious  to  find  a  paper 
that  contained  private  Inatructioni  to  his  executors ;  and  my- 
self^ Mr.  Strahan,  Mr.  Langton,  Mr.  Hoole,  Frank,  and  I 
believe  some  others  that  were  about  him,  went  into  his  bed- 
chamber to  seek  it  In  our  search,  I  laid  mv  handa  on  a 
Crchment-covered  book,  Into  which  I  Imagined  it  might 
ve  be«i  allpped.  Upon  opening  the  book,  1  found  it  to  be 
meditationa  and  refiectiona.  In  Johnaon'a  own  handwriting ; 
and  having  been  told  a  dav  or  two  before  by  Frank,  that  a 
person  *  formerly  Intimately  connected  with  hia  master,  a 
joint  proprietor  of  a  aewapaper,  well  known  among  the  book- 
aellera,  and  of  whom  Mra.  Williams  once  told  me  she  had 
often  cautioned  him  to  beware ;  I  aay,  having  been  told  that 
this  person  had  lately  been  very  importunate  to  get  access  to 
him,  indeed  to  such  a  degree  as  that,  when  he  was  told  that  the 
doctor  was  not  to  be  seen,  he  would  push  his  way  up  stairs ; 
and  having  stronger  reasons  than  I  need  here  mention,  to 
suspect  that  this  man  might  fiitd  and  make  an  ill  uae  of  the 
book,  I  put  it.  and  a  leaa  of  the  aame  kind,  into  my  pocket ; 
at  the  aame  time  telling  those  around  me,  and  particularly  Mr. 
Langton  and  Mr.  Strahan,  that  I  had  got  both,  with  my  reaaona 
for  thua  aecuring  them.  After  the  ceremony  was  over,  John- 
son took  me  aside,  and  tcdd  me  that  I  had  a  l)Ook  of  his  in  my 
{locket :  I  answered  that  I  had  two,  and  that  to  prevent  their 
ailing  into  the  hands  of  a  person  who  had  attempted  to  force 
his  way  Into  the  house,  I  had  done  as  I  conceived  a  friendly  act, 
but  not  without  telling  hia  frienda  of  it,  and  alao  my  reasons. 
He  then  asked  me  what  ground  I  had  for  my  atisplclon  of  the 
man  I  mentioned :  I  told  htm  his  ffreat  Importunity  to  get 
admittance ;  and  farther,  that  Immediately  after  a  visit  which 
he  made  me,  in  the  year  1775, 1  missed  a  paper  of  public  fu- 
ture, and  of  great  importance ;  and  that  a  day  or  two  after, 
and  before  it  could  be  put  to  ita  intended  use,  I  aaw  It  in 
the  newspapers.' 

At  the  mention  of  this  circumstance,  Johnaon  paused  ;  but 
recovering  himaelf,  aald,  "  You  ahould  not  have  laid  handa 
on  the  book  ;  for  had  I  miaaed  it,  aod  not  krown  you  had  it, 
I  ahould  have  roared  for  my  book,  aa  Othello  did  for  hia 
handkerchief,  and  probably  have  run  m<(d." 

1  gave  him  time,  till  the  next  day.  to  compose  himself,  and 
then  wrote  him  a  letter.  apologUing,  and  astigning  at  large 
the  reasons  for  my  conduct ;  and  received  a  vertMl  answer 
by  Mr.  I«angton,  which  were  I  to  refie^tt  it,  would  render 
me  suspected  of  loexciuakile  vanity  [p.  (SOX].  It  concluded 
with  theae  words, "  If  I  was  not  satisfied  with  this  1  must 
be  a  savage." 

7IA.  I  again  visited  bim.  Before  mv  departure  Dr. 
Brocklesby  came  in,  and,  taking  him  by  the  wrist,  Johnson 


actuated  me  at  the  lime. —  Haw kiws.  — Miss  Hawkins's 
Memoirs,  vol.1,  p.  M4.,  tells  this  story  In  the  same  way,  sup. 
plies  Htefvma'B  fume,  and  Insists  on  the  same  Justlflratlon, 
which  would  be  eulte  Inconclualre,  even  if  the  fact  on  which 
the  suspicion  agalnat  Steevena  waa  grounded  « ere  true :  for 
the  purloined  paper  waa  only  a  copy  of  an  address  from 
the  Middlesex  magistrates  to  the  king  (which  was,  from  Its 
Vfry  nature,  destined  for  pohllcation).  And  after  all,  there 
was  no  other  proof  that  Sieevens  had  taken  that  pat>er,  than 
that  it  appeared  in  the  St.  Jnmet't  Ckrvn/dr  the  d«y  after 
Steevens  had  made  a  visit  at  .Sir  John's.  Ilawkini'w  act  w.-is 
unjuitiftAtile,  and  the  defence  frit olotis.  It  it  olitervahle,  that 
there  was  no  allusion  to  theae  clrcumitances  in  the  firtlrrtttl  m 
of  Hawkins'a  work,  but  B^well'a  nofce  of  the  fart  forrefl 
Hawkins  to  make  what  defence  he  lould,  and  a  wrctciiid 
one  it  la.    See  ante,  p.  b03.  —  Caoxea. 
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fare  him  a  look  of  great  contempt,  and  ridiculed  the  judging 
of  hit  disorder  Xty  the  pulie.  He  complained,  that  the  sarco- 
cele  had  again  made  Iti  appearance,  and  asked  if  a  puncture 
would  not  relieve  him,  as  it  had  done  tiie  rear  before?  The 
doctor  answered,  that  It  might,  but  that  his  surgeon  was  the 
liest  judge  of  the  elftct  of  such  an  operation.  Johnson,  upon 
thic,  said,  **  How  many  men  In  a  year  die  through  the  timidity 
of  those  whom  they  consult  for  health  !  I  want  length  of  life, 
and  Tou  fear  glTlng  me  pain,  which  I  care  not  for.'* 

8m.  I  Tisited  him  with  Mr.  Langtoo,  and  found  him  dic- 
tating to  Mr.  Strahan  another  will>,  the  former  betog,  as  he 
had  *aid  at  the  time  of  making  it,  a  temporary  one.  On  our 
entering  the  room,  he  said,  **  God  bless  you  both."  I  arrived 
Just  time  enough  to  direct  the  execution,  and  also  the  attests, 
don  of  it.  Alter  he  had  published  it,  he  desired  Mr.  Strahan 
to  say  the  Lord's  Prayer,  which  be  did,  all  of  us  Joining. 
Johnson,  after  it,  uttered,  extempore,  a  few  pious  ejacol*- 
tions. 

9/A.  I  saw  him  In  the  evening,  and  found  him  dictating  to 
Mr.  Strahan  a  codicil  to  the  will  he  bad  made  the  evening  be- 
fore. 1  assisted  them  in  It,  and  received  from  the  testator  a 
direction,  to  Insert  a  devise  to  his  executors  of  the  house  at 
Lichfield,  to  be  sold  for  the  benefit  of  certain  of  his  relations, 
a  bequest  of  sundry  pecuniary  and  specific  legacies,  a  provi- 
sion for  the  annuity  of  701.  for  Francis,  and,  after  all,  a  de- 
vise of  all  the  rest,  residue,  and  remainder  of  bis  estate  and 
effects,  to  his  executors,  in  trust  for  the  said  Francis  Barber, 
his  executors  and  aduinlstratori ;  and  having  dictated  accord- 
ingly, Johnson  executed  and  published  it  as  a  codicil  to 
his  will. 

He  was  now  so  weak  as  to  be  unable  to  kneel,  and  laXMnted 
that  he  must  pray  sitting :  but,  with  an  effort,  he  placed 
himself  on  his  knees,  while  Mr.  Strahan  repeated  the  Lord's 
Prayer.  During  the  whole  of  the  evening  be  was  much  com- 
posed and  resigned.  Being  become  very  weak  and  helpless. 
It  was  thought  necessary  that  a  man  should  watch  with  bim 
all  night ;  and  one  was  found  In  the  neighbourhood,  who,  for 
half  a  crown  a  nisht,  undertook  to  sit  up  with  and  assist  him. 
When  the  man  had  left  the  room,  he,  in  the  presence  and 
hearing  of  Mr.  Strahan  and  Mr.  Langton,  asked  me  where  I 
meant  to  bury  him.  I  answered,  doubtless,  in  Westminster 
Abbey :  "  If,*^  said  he,  "  my  executors  think  It  proper  to 
mark  the  spot  of  my  interment  by  a  stone,  let  it  be  so  placed 
as  to  protect  my  body  from  injury."  I  assured  him  it  should 
be  done.  Before  my  departure,  he  desired  Mr.  Langton  to 
put  into  my  bands  money  to  the  amount  of  upwards  of  KM. 
with  a  direction  to  keep  It  till  called  for. 

lOrA.  This  day  at  noon  I  saw  him  again.  He  said  to  me, 
that  the  male  nurse  to  whose  care  I  had  committed  him  was 
unfit  for  the  ofllce.  '*  He  is,**  said  he,  "  an  idiot,  as  awkward 
as  a  turnspit  just  pot  into  the  wheel,  and  as  sleepy  as  a  dor- 
mouse." Mr.  Cruikshank  came  into  the  room,  and  looking 
on  his  scarifled  leg  saw  no  sign  of  a  mortification. 

IIM.  At  noon,  1  found  him  dozing,  and  would  not  disturb 
him. 

I3/A  Saw  him  again;  found  him  very  weak, and,  as  he 
said,  unable  to  pray. 

13/A.  At  noon  I  called  at  the  house,  but  went  not  Into  his 
room,  being  told  that  he  was  doxioK-  I  was  further  informed 
by  the  servants  that  his  appetite  was  toully  gone,  and  that 
he  could  take  no  sustenance.  At  eight  In  tbe  evening  of  the 
same  day,  word  was  brought  me  by  Mr.  Sastres,  to  whom. 
In  his  last  moments,  he  uttered  these  words, "  Jam  mori- 
turus,"  that  at  a  quarter  past  seven,  he  had,  without  a  groan, 
or  the  least  sign  of  pain  or  uneasiness,  yielded  bis  last 
breath. 

At  eleven,  the  same  evening,  Mr.  Langton  came  to  me, 
and,  in  an  agony  of  mind,  gave  roe  to  understand  that  our 
friend  had  wounded  himself  in  several  parts  of  the  body.  I 
was  shocked  at  the  news ;  but,  upon  being  told  that  he  bad 
not  touched  any  vital  part,  was  easily  able  to  account  for  an 
action,  which  would  else  have  given  us  the  deeuest  concern. 
The  fact  was,  that,  conceiving  himself  to  be  full  of  water,  he 
had  done  that,  which  he  had  so  often  solicited  his  medical 
assistants  to  do,  —  made  two  or  three  Incisions  in  his  lower 
limbs,  vainly  hoping  for  some  relief  from  the  flux  that  might 
follow. 

Early  the  next  morning,  Frank  came  to  me ;  and.  beins 
dehlrous  of  knowing  all  the  particulars  of  this  transartinn.  I 
Interrogated  him  vorr  strictly  concerning  it,  and  received 
from  him  answers  to  tne  following  effect :  — 


1  There  seems  something  strange  in  this  affair  of  the  will. 
Why  did  Johnson,  after  employing  Sir  J.  Hawkins,  a  pro- 
fessional and  in  every  other  respect  a  proper  person  to  draw 
up  his  will,  -throw  it  aside,  and  dicute  another  to  a  young 
cieriiyman  7  Had  Sir  J.  Hawkins  attempted  to  thwart  tbe 
ti>fttator's  intentions,  which  he  tells  us  he  disapproved  of?  or 
was  this  change  the  result  of  the  scene  of  tbe  5th  about  the 
iecreted  books  ?  In  any  case,  It  may  have  tended  to  produce 
that  unfavourable  temper  towards  Dr.  Johnson  which  tinges 
the  whole,  and  certainly  discolours  some  passages  of  Sir  J. 
Hawkins's  book —  Caoant. 

a  The  duinny  solemnity  with  which  Hawkins  thinks  It 
necessary  to  defend  Dr.  Johnson  from  the  »u»piclon  of  en- 
deavouring to  shorten  his  life  by  an  act  manifestly,  avowedly, 


That,  at  eight  In  the  morning  of  thepreeedtfgdsy.  inwe 
going  faito  the  bedchamber,  his  master,  being  tn  he^,'rf^'*i 
him  to  open  a  c^nec,  and  give  him  a  drawer  In  it ;  \\r  t- 
did  ao,  and  that  out  of  it  hU  roaster  Cook  a  case  of  Lit  '<. 
and  choosing  one  of  them,  would  have  conveyed  u  Hrt<>  vjt 
bed,  which  Frank  and  a  young  man  that  sat  op  with  hia  »^ 
ing,  they  seised  his  hand,  and  entreated  bin  not  to  d>  s  rtf 
action :  be  said  be  would  not ;  but  drawing  his  lusd  -.idiT 
the  bed-clothes,  they  saw  his  arm  move.  U^o  tbu  tt*T 
turned  down  tbe  dotbei,  and  taw  a  great  cAuion  of  bk<j  ^ 
which  soon  stopped ;  that  soon  after,  Im  got  at  a  p« '  / 
scifsors  that  lay  in  a  drawer  by  him.  and  plangvd  tkest  d  «7 
In  the  calf  of  each  leg ,  that  immediately  they  scot  f-r  Mr 
Cruikshank  and  the  apothecary,  and  they,  or  one  of  t^-v. 
dressed  the  wounds ;  that  he  then  fell  mto  Uiat  doiiervi:.  « 
carried  him  off;  that  It  was  coujecturcd  he  lost  el;^'  tr 
ten  ounces  of  blood ;  and  that  this  effusion  brougfat  v^.  ti^ 
dosing,  though  his  pulse  continued  firm  till  three  n'ci  >rt 

That  this  act  was  not  done  to  hasten  bu  end,  but  t?  f  »- 
charge  the  water  that  he  conceived  to  be  tn  h:m.  1  hur  i-cc 
the  least  doubt.*  A  dropsy  was  his  disease ;  be  lo^k^  i  < : 
himself  as  a  bloated  carcase ;  and,  to  attain  the  \^'*" 
easy  respiration,  would  have  undergone  any  degrre  ' .  *  i  • 
poraiT  pain.    He  dreaded  neither  punctures  nor  i-.  *■  • 
and,  indeed,  defied  the  trochar  and  the  Lancet ,  he  had  • : ' 
reproached  his  physicians  and  surgeon  with  cowardKf .  *'  2 
when  Mr.  Cruikshank  scarified  his  leg,  be  cned  oat.  **  D««>  •* 
deeper ;  I  will  abide  the  consequence:  joa  are  afraid  '.<f ;  ■  ' 
reputation,  but  tliat  is  nothing  to  me."    To  those  ateu:  ^  r 
be  said,  **  You  all  pretend  to  love  me,  bat  you  do  uit  ..• ' 
me  so  well  as  I  myself  do.** 

I  have  been  thus  minute  In  regarding  the  partH-rlzn  '^' 
his  last  moments,  because  1  wished  to  attract  att'^;  co  t  'te 
conduct  of  this  great  man,  under  tile  moat  trjicf  nr.  - 
stances  human  nature  is  subject  to.    Many  pcrunu  ha*-  •> 
peared  possessed  of  more  serenity  of  mind  ii  th.*  «• 
scene ;  some  have  remained  unmoved  at  tbe  ditf  •!(.: 
the  vital  union ;  and  it  may  be  deemed  a  disn>t.raf >  r  " . 
from  the  severe  practice  of  religion,  tliat  Dr.  John»o  -k.*"^ 
whole  life  was  a  preparation  for  bis  death,  and  a  corjS  et  «  " 
natural  inflrmltv,  was  disturbed  with  tprror  at  lb*  p'  •.-  f 
of  the  grave. '    Let  not  this  relax  tbe  ctrrumspectm-j  '  >  >  • 
one.    It  is  true,  that  natural  firmness  of  spirit,  or  tb«  c    ^ 
dence  of  hope,  may  buoy  up  the  mind  to  the  last ;  but  ^  •  ■ 
ever  heroic  an  undaunted  death  mav  siDpejr.  it  ts  boc  •    : 
we  should  pray  for.    As  Johnson  ifved  the  life  of  (b«  ' .  « 
teous,  bis  end  was  that  of  a  Christiao  ;  he  stncttr  ' . : 
the  InJuiKtion  of  tbe  apostle,  to  work  om  his  salwxc  • 
fear  and  trembling ;  and  though  his  doubta  and  ktup  •-«■>-' 
certainly  very  distressing  to  nim&eU,  the)  give  ha    ' 
a  pious  hope,  that  he  who  added  to  almost  aL  tbe  v.r    • 
Cnristianlty  that  religious  humility  which  lu  gmac  i-> 
Inculcated,  will.  In  the  fulness  of  time,  receive  the  r.«>.'. 
promised  to  a  patient  continuance  In  wcil-doiac* 


{8.    BT  J.  HOOLE,  ESQ.« 


{Eslraeteifnm  the  Eurvpemm 


Salmrdap.  Ko9.   SO.  I7$4.  —  TU«    prenin^   i 
o'clock,  I  paid  a  visit  to  my  dear  friend  I>r.  Job 
I  found  very  ill  and  In  great  dejectioo  of  sfunta 
a  most  affecting  conversation  on  the  subject  U  rr 
which  he  exhorted  me,  with  the  Kreatemt  wa.-iBt% 
ness,  to  attend  closely  to  every  rellgioua  duty,  ^ti 
larly  enforced  the  obligation  of  private  privvr  bj 
Ine  the  sacrament.    He  desired  me  to  star  t bit  a 
Join  in  prayer  with  him :   adding,  that    be   a>« 
to  prayer  every  night  with  his  man  Fraacik.    IW 
me  to  read  and  meditate  upon  the  Bflii^.  and  rm 
It  aside  for  a  play  or  a  novel.     He    said  br   ha 
lived  in  great  negligence  of  rebgion  and  wo'v^  r 
years ;  that  he  had  neglected  to  read  hta  Bibie,  a'< 
reflected  what  be  could  hereafter  aaj  whim  hs 


<    » 


« 1   • 
« 


'••  -■ 


and  even  passlonatelv  mt 
supererogative ;  but  ooes 


e- 


meant  to  prpiamg  it.  wv 
not.  I  think,  jUftCfy  Mr 
suspicion  (ante,  p.  801.  n.  1.}.  thai  tbvre  aju  mms  »*•*  -' 
lence  at  the  bottom  of  the  defence.  —  CMo«,ra 

*  Hawkins  seems  to  coofound  two  d<€erent  p«r  ^i**      t 
tbe  first  appearance  of  danger.  Dr.  Johxiaoa  eshisu-». .    - 
and  perhus  gloomy  anxiety,  vbkh.  bowwwr,  v«. 
gradual  effect  of  religtous  coote— plugtaiie  and  *<  ' 
exercises,  gave  way  to  more  oonCortalafce  hopr*  sm     r^ 
a  lively  faith  In  the  propitiatory  mertta  of  bM  Sm'^ww- 
thls  tranqulliised  disposllioo  the  last  dajs  of  ftt  *•«  •- 
have  been  passed,  and  in  this  Ckfiftiaa  oanMsno  <  *  ^ 
licved  that  he  died.  —  CnoasB. 

«  Seemlr.  p.80I.^C. 


i«.«a 


Appendix.] 


BOSWELL^S  LIIi'E  OF  JOHNSON. 


843 


Mkrd  why  he  had  not  road  It.  He  oemA  me  repeatedly  to 
l«t  hif  prptent  lituntloa  have  due  effect  upon  me ;  and  ad- 
Tb«d  mr,  when  I  got  home,  to  note  down  in  writing  what  had 
paiied  b«tw<>en  u»,  adding,  that  what  a  man  writes  in  that 
mannir  dwells  upoo  hia  mind.  He  said  manv  things  that  I 
cuinot  now  recollect,  but  all  delivered  with  the  utmost 
fervour  of  religious  teal  and  personal  aflTcction.  Between 
BiD«  and  ten  o'clock  his  senrant  Francis  came  up  stairs :  he 
then  Mid  we  would  all  go  to  prayers,  and,  desiring  me  to 
kneel  down  by  his  bed.side,  be  repeated  several  prayers  with 
gre  It  devotion.  I  then  took  my  leave.  He  then  pressed  me 
to  think  of  ail  he  had  said,  and  to  commit  it  to  writing.  I 
s«»ured  him  I  would.  He  seised  my  hand  with  much  warmth, 
and  repeated.  "Promise  me  you  will  do  it:"  on  which  we 
parted,  and  I  engaged  to  see  him  the  next  day. 

Sunday.  Hem.  21.  ^  About  noon  I  again  visited  him ;  found 
him  rather  better  and  easier,  his  spirits  more  raised,  and  his 
contersatioD  more  disposed  to  general  subjects.  When  I 
came  lo^  he  asked  if  I  had  done  what  he  desired  (meaning 
th>'  noting  down  what  passed  Uie  night  before) ;  and  upon  my 
saying  that  1  had,  he  pressed  my  nand  and  said  earnestiv, 
*'  Thank  jou."  Our  discourse  then  grew  more  cheerful.  He 
told  me,  with  apparent  pleasure,  that  he  heard  the  Empress 
ot  Kiisila  had  ordered  **  The  Rambler**  to  be  translated  into 
the  Rutsian  language,  and  that  a  copy  would  be  sent  him. 
rp  7V>.]  Before  we  parted,  he  put  into  my  hands  a  little  book, 
by  Fleetwood,  on  the  Sacrament,  which  he  told  me  he  had 
been  the  means  of  introducing  to  the  University  of  Oxford 
by  recommending  It  to  a  young  student  there. 
Monday,  Sow.  93.  —  Visited  the  Doctor :  found  him  seem- 
\     in/ly  better  of  his  complaints,  but  extremely  low  and  de- 

tK-ted.    1  aat  by  him  till  he  fell  asleep,  and  soon  after  left 
1 1  m,  as  he  seemed  little  disposed  to  tajk ;  and,  on  my  going 
away,  he  said,  emphatically,  "  I  am  very  poorly  indeed  I  *' 

Tu^Mdap,  So9,  as.  ~  Called  about  eleven :  the  Doctor  not 
up :  Mrs.  Gardiner  In  the  dining-room :  the  Doctor  soon 
carue  to  us,  and  seemed  more  cheer  fUl  than  the  daybefore. 
He  spoke  of  hit  design  to  Invite  a  Mrs.  Hall  [Wesley's 
fitter  J  to  be  with  him,  and  to  offer  her  Mrs.  Williams's  room. 
C'dlli*d  again  about  three :  found  him  quite  oppressed  with 
coiripany  that  morning,  therefore  left  biro  directly. 

h  fdnetday,  S'o9.  34.  —  Called  alKHit  seven  In  the  evening : 
found  him  very  ill  and  very  low  Indeed.  He  said  a  thought 
hM<i  struck  him  that  his  ranid  decline  of  health  and  strength 
mijttit  be  partly  owing  to  toe  town  air,  and  spoke  of  getting  a 
l<>  iKinK  at  Islington.  I  sat  with  him  till  past  nine,  and  then 
took  ;ny  leave 

Thurtday,  Nov.  35.  >.  About  three  In  the  afternoon  was 
told  that  he  had  desired  thai  dair  to  see  no  company.  In  the 
ev»aing,  about  eight,  called  with  Mr.  Nicol  >.  and,  to  our 
gr<-4t  surprise,  we  found  him  then  setting  out  for  Islington, 
CO  tit^  Rev.  Mr.  Strahan's.  He  could  scarce  speak.  We 
went  with  him  down  the  court  to  the  coach.  He  was  ac- 
roin ponied  by  his  senrant  Frank  and  Mr.  Lowe  the  painter. 
I  <>n.>ri-d  myself  to  go  with  him,  but  he  declined  it. 

A'r/day,  Nmt.  96. -.Called  at  his  house  about  eleven; 
he.trd  he  was  much  better,  and  had  a  better  night  than  he 
h.v\  known  a  great  while,  and  was  expected  home  that  day. 
Called  again  in  the  afternoon  •>  not  so  well  as  he  was,  nor 
eipfcted  hone  that  night. 

Saturdaff,  Nov.  97.  —  Called  Main  about  noon :  heard  he 

wAn  tniich  worse:  went  Immediately  to  Islington,  where  I 

ffxjnd  him  extremely  bad,  and  scarce  able  to  speak,  with 

r/M-a«thma.     Sir  John  Hawkins,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Strahan.  and 

Mrs  .sirahan,  were  with  him.   Observing  that  we  said  little, 

h'-  d«><>tr«d  that  we  would  not  constrain  ourselves,  though  he 

wa«  not  able  to  talk  with  us     Soon  after  he  said  he  had 

tfiii.f thing  to  say  to  Sir  John  Hawkins,  on  which  we  Imme- 

di.iitly  wmt  down  into  the  parlour.     Sir  John  soon  followed 

u«.  aitd  aald  he  bad  been  speaking  about  his  will.    Sir  John 

st^rte^l  tbn  idea  of  proposing  to  him  to  make  It  on  the  spot ; 

f>at   Sir  John  should  dictate  it,  and  that  1  should  write  IL 

If**  went  up  to  propose  It,  and  soon  came  down  with  the 

I  >t  ,rtnr  *a  acceptance.    The  will  was  then  begun  ;  but  before 

wf  proce4*(l«d  far.  it  being  necessary,  on  account  of  some 

a.ri-ratlon.  to  begin  again,  Sir  John  asked  the  Doctor  whe- 

ch«T  hf  would  choose  to  make  any  Introductory  declaration 

r.-.fM><'Cin|(  his  faith.    The  Doctor  said  he  would.    Sir  John 

r>irth<T  asked  if  he  woukl  make  any  dt-claration  of  his  hcing 

of  thf  rtiiirch  of  England :  to  which  the  Doctor  said  **  So !  " 

//•jr.  tAkititt  a  pen,  he  wrote  on  a  paper  th«  following  words, 

«  'I  ir  h    he  delivered  to  Sir  John,  desiring  him  to  keep  It :  — 

"  I  c  «tmnnlt  to  the  inflnite  mercies  of  Almighty  (Sod  my  soul, 

j>-Mliit4^l  with  many  sins  ;  but  nurlfled,  1  trust,  with  repent- 

.1'  cf  nnd  th«  death  of  Jesus  Christ."    While  he  was  at  Mr. 

str  ihan'a.  Dr.  Brockletby  came  in,  and  Dr.  Johnson  put  the 

rjii'  «tii>n    to  him,  whether   he  thought  he   could  live   six 

w> .  k*  >  to  which  Dr.  Brocklesbv  returned  a  very  doubtf\il 

it, » w«'r.  and  soon  left  us.    After  dinner  the  wilt  was  flnlthed, 

uid  »tK>uC    six  we  came  to  town  la  blr  John  Hawkins's 


f    3tr.  Oeorge  NIcoI,  of  Pall  Mall.  —  J.  Hoot.1. 

«  1'hls  mlludea  to  an  appllcatinn  made  for  an  tncreaaato 
1 1 «  |>#*tist<>n.  to  enable  him  to  go  to  Italy —  J.  Hoolb. 

■*  >•«■  »  pr«b4bly  an  error  of  the  press  for  C  ■  r,  mean* 
,g  thr'  Ixsrd  Chancellor;  see  mmii,  p.  7(Mb  — Cbokbe. 


carriage ;  Sir  John,  Dr.  Johntoa.  Mr.  Ryland  (who  came  in 
after  mnner),  and  myself,  The  Doctor  appeared  much  better 
in  the  way  home,  and  talked  pretty  cheerfully. 

Sunday^  Son,  98.  _  Went  to  Dr.  Johnson's  about  two 
o'clock :  met  Mrs.  Hoole  coming  from  thence,  as  he  was 
asleep :  took  her  back  with  me :  found  Sir  John  Hawkins 
with  him.  The  Doctor's  conversation  tolerably  cheerful. 
Sir  John  reminded  him  that  he  had  expressed  a  desire  to 
leave  some  small  mamorlals  to  his  friends,  particularly  a 
Polyglot  Bible  to  Mr.  Langton ;  and  asked  if  they  should  add 
the  codicil  then.  The  Doctor  replied,  '*  he  had  forty  things 
to  add,  but  could  not  do  it  at  that  time."  Sir  John  then 
took  his  leave.  Mr.  Sastres  came  next  into  the  dining- 
room,  where  I  was  with  Mrs.  Hoole.  Dr.  Johnson  hearing 
that  Mrs.  Hoola  was  in  the  next  room,  desired  to  see  her. 
He  received  her  with  great  aHection,  took  her  by  the  hand, 
and  said  nearly  these  words :  —  **  I  feel  great  Uoderneas  lor 
you :  think  of  the  situation  in  which  you  see  me,  profit  by  it. 
and  God  Almighty  keep  you  for  Jesus  Christ's  sake,  Amen." 
He  then  asked  if  we  would  both  sUy  and  dine  with  him. 
Mrs.  Hoole  said  she  could  not ;  but  I  agreed  to  stay.  Upon 
ray  saying  to  the  Doctor  that  Dr.  Heberden  would  be  witii 
him  that  morning,  his  answer  was,  **  God  has  called  me,  and 
Dr.  Heberden  comes  too  late."  Soon  after  this  Dr.  Heberden 
came.  While  he  was  there,  we  heard  them,  trom  the  other 
room.  In  earnest  discourse,  and  found  that  they  were  ulking 
over  the  affair >  oftbe  K— .g  and  C o.'  We  over- 
heard Dr.  Heberden  say,  "  All  you  did  was  extremely 
proper."  After  Dr.  Heberden  was  gone,  Mr.  Sastres  and  I 
returned  into  the  chamber.  Dr.  Johnson  complained  that 
sleep  this  day  had  powerful  dominion  over  him,  that  be 
waked  with  great  difficulty,  and  that  probably  he  should  go 
off  in  one  of  these  paroxysms.  Afterwards  he  said  that  he 
hoped  his  sleep  was  the  effect  of  opium  taken  some  days  be- 
fore, which  might  not  be  worked  off.  We  dined  together  — 
the  Doctor,  Mr.  Sastres,  Mrs.  Davis,  and  myself,  lie  ate  a 
pretty  good  dinner  with  seeming  appetite,  but  appearing 
rather  impatient  t  and  being  asked  unnecessary  and  frivolous 
questions,  he  said  he  often  thought  of  Macbeth,  —  **  Quevtion 
enrages  him."  He  retired  Immediately  after  dinner,  and  we 
aoon  went,  at  his  desire  (Mr.  Sastres  and  myself),  and  sat 
with  him  till  tea.  He  said  little,  but  doted  at  times.  At  six 
he  ordered  tea  for  us,  and  we  went  out  to  drink  It  with  Mrs. 
Davis  :  but  the  Doctor  drank  none.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Taylor, 
of  Ashbourne,  came  soon  after ;  and  Dr.  Johnson  desired 
our  attendance  at  prayers,  which  were  read  by  Dr.  Taylor. 
Mr.  Ryland  came  and  sat  some  time  with  him  :  he  thought 
him  much  better.  Mr.  Sastres  and  I  continued  with  him  the 
remainder  of  the  evening,  when  he  exhorted  Mr.  Sastres  In 
nearly  these  words  * :  "  'There  Is  no  one  who  has  shown  me 
more  attention  than  you  have  done,  and  It  Is  now  right  you 
should  claim  some  attention  from  me.  You  are  a  roung 
man,  and  are  to  struggle  through  life :  you  are  in  a  profession 
that  I  dare  say  you  will  exercise  with  great  fidelity  and 
innocence ;  but  let  me  exhort  you  always  to  think  of  my 
situation,  which  must  one  day  be  yours :  always  remember 
that  lifb  is  short,  and  that  eternity  never  ends  I  I  say  nothing 
of  your  religion ;  for  if  you  conscientiously  keep  to  it,  I  have 
little  doubt  but  you  may  be  saved :  if  you  read  the  oontro- 
versy,  I  think  we  have  the  right  on  our  side ;  hot  if  you  do 
not  read  It,  be  not  persuaded,  from  any  worldly  consider- 
ation, to  alter  the  religion  in  which  you  were  educated : 
change  not,  but  from  conviction  of  reason.'*  He  then  most 
stronaly  enforced  the  motives  of  virtue  and  piety  f^om  the 
consideration  of  a  future  state  of  reward  and  punishment,  and 
concluded  with  "Remember  all  this,  and  God  bless  you! 
Write  down  what  I  have  said  —  I  think  you  are  the  third 
person  I  have  bid  do  this."  »  At  ten  o'clock  he  dismissed  us, 
thanking  us  for  a  visit  which  he  said  could  not  have  been  very 
pleasant  to  ua. 

Monday,  So9.  99.  —  Called  with  my  son  [the  Clergyman] 
about  eleven :  saw  the  Doctor,  who  said, "  You  must  not  now 
May ;  **  but,  aa  we  were  going  away,  he  said,  "  I  will  get  Mr. 
Hoole  to  come  next  Wednesday  and  read  the  LIUny  to  me. 
and  do  you  and  Mrs.  Hoole  come  with  him."  He  appeared 
vtn  ill.  Returning  from  the  city  1  called  again  to  mquire, 
and  heard  that  Dr.  Butter  was  with  him.  In  the  evening, 
about  eight,  called  again,  and  Just  saw  him ;  but  did  not 
SUy,  as  Mr.  Langton  was  with  htm  on  business.  I  met  Sir 
Jo»hua  Reynolds  aoing  away. 

Tuesday.  Soo.  30.  —  Called  twice  this  morning,  but  did  not 
see  him :  he  was  much  the  same.  In  the  evening,  between 
six  and  seven,  went  to  his  house:  found  there  Mr.  Lanittun, 
Mr.  Sastres,  and  Mr.  Ryland:  the  Doctor  being  asleep  In 
the  chamber,  we  went  all  to  tea  and  ooffce ;  when  the  Doctor 
came  In  to  us  rather  cheerful,  and  entering  said.  "  Dear 
gentlemen,  how  do  you  do  ?  "  He  drank  coffee,  and.  In  the 
course  of  the  conversation,  said  that  be  recollected  a  poem 
of  his,  made  some  years  ago  on  a  young  gentleman  coming 
of  age.    [p.  soft.]    He  repeated  the  whole  with  great  spirit  t 


<  Mr.  Sastres  was  a  Roman  Catholic.    Johnson,  we  have 

seen,  left  him  In  his  will  £b  to  buy  books  of  piety Caoaaa, 

IM7. 

>  The  other  two  were  Dr.  Brocklesbj  and  nyiclf.— 

J.  UOOLI. 
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it  oonslited  of  about  fifteen  or  sixteen  itanzai  of  four  lines. 
In  alternate  rhyme.  He  said  he  had  only  repeated  it  once 
since  he  composed  it,  and  that  he  nerer  gave  but  one  copy. 
He  said  sereral  excellent  things  that  erening,  and  among  the 
rest,  tlut  **  scruples  made  many  men  miseraole,  but  few  men 
good."  He  spoke  of  the  affectation  that  men  had  to  accuse 
themsetTes  of  petty  faults  or  weaknesses,  in  order  to  exalt 
tbemselTes  into  notice  for  any  extraordinary  talents  which 
they  miriit  possess ;  and  instanced  Waller,  which  he  said 
he  would  record  if  he  lired  to  rerite  his  life.  Waller  was 
accustomed  to  say  that  his  memory  was  so  bad  he  would 
tometlmes  forget  to  repeat  his  grace  at  table,  or  the  Lord's 
Prayer,  perhaps  that  people  might  wonder  at  what  he  did 
else  of  great  moment ;  for  the  Doctor  observed,  that  no  man 
takes  upon  himself  small  blemishes  without  supposing  that 
great  abilities  are  attributed  to  him  ;  and  that,  in  short,  this 
aflfecution  of  candour  or  modrsty  was  but  another  kind  of 
Indirect  self-praise,  and  had  its  foundation  in  ranity.  Frank 
bringing  him  a  note,  as  he  opened  it  he  said  an  odd  thought 
struck  him,  that  "one  should  receive  no  letters  in  the 
grave."  >  His  talk  was  in  general  very  serious  and  devout, 
though  occasionally  cheerful :  he  said,  **  You  are  all  serious 
men,  and  1  will  tell  yon  something.  About  two  years  since  I 
feared  that  I  had  neglected  God,  and  that  then  I  had  not  a 
mind  to  give  him ;  on  which  I  set  about  to  read  Thomas 
k  Kempis  in  Low  Dutch,  which  I  accomplished,  and  thence 
I  Judged  that  my  mind  was  not  impaired.  Low  Dutch  having 
no  affinity  with  any  of  the  languages  which  I  knew."  With 
respect  to  his  recovery,  he  seemed  to  think  it  hopeless. 
There  was  to  be  a  consultation  of  phvsicians  next  day :  be 
wisbnl  to  have  his  legs  scarified  to  let  out  the  water ;  but 
this  his  medical  friends  opposed,  and  he  submitted  to  their 
opinion,  though  he  said  ne  was  not  satisfied.  At  half  past 
eight  he  dismissed  us  all  but  Mr.  Longton.  I  first  asked  him 
if  my  son  should  attend  him  next  day,  to  read  the  Litany,  as 
he  had  desired ;  but  he  declined  it  on  account  of  the  expected 
consultation.  We  went  away,  leaving  Mr.  Langton  and  Mr. 
Desmoulins,  a  young  man  wno  was  employed  in  copying  his 
Latin  epigrams. 

Wedneaday,  Dee,  1 .  —  At  his  house  in  the  evening :  drank 
tea  and  coffee  ;  with  Mr.  Sastres,  Mr.  Desmoullns,  and  Mr. 
Hall  *  :  went  into  the  Doctor's  chamber  after  tea,  wh^n  he 
gave  me  an  epitaph  to  copy,  written  by  him  for  his  father, 
mother,  and  brother.    He  continued  much  the  same. 

Tkunday,  Dee.  8.  —  Called  in  the  morning,  and  left  the 
epitaph :  with  him  in  the  evening  tlooat  seven :  found  Mr. 
Langton  and  Mr.  Desmoulins ;  did  not  see  the  Doctor ; 
he  was  la  his  chamber,  and  afterwards  engaged  with  Dr. 
Scott. 

Fridav^  Dee.  3.  —  Called ;  but  be  wished  not  to  see  any 
body.  Consultations  of  physicians  to  be  held  that  day: 
called  again  in  the  evening  ;  found  Mr.  Langton  with  him ; 
Mr.  Sastres  and  I  went  together  into  his  chamber ;  he  was 
extremely  low.  *'  I  am  very  bad  indeed,  dear  gentlemen," 
he  said  ;  **  very  bid,  ^ery  low,  very  cold,  and  1  think  I  find 
my  life  to  fall."  In  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  be  dismissed 
Mr.  Sastres  and  roe ;  but  called  me  back  again,  and  said  that 
next  Sunday,  if  he  lived,  he  designed  to  take  the  sacrament, 
and  wished  'me,  my  wife,  and  son  to  be  there.  We  left  Mr. 
Langton  with  h.m. 

faiwrdajf,  D^'C.  4.  —  Called  on  him  about  three:  he  was 
much  the  same ;  did  not  see  him,  he  had  much  company  thai 
day.  Galled  in  the  evening  with  Mr.  Sastres  about  eight ; 
found  he  was  not  disposed  xot  company ;  Mr.  Langton  with 
him ;  did  not  see  him. 

Sunday^  Dec.  6.  —  Went  to  Bolt  Court  with  Mrs.  Hoole 
after  eleven;  found  there  Sir  John  Hawkins,  Rer.  Mr. 
Strahan,  Mrs.  Gardiner,  and  Mr.  Desmoulins,  in  the  dining- 
room.  After  some  time  the  Doctor  came  to  us  from  the 
chamber,  and  saluted  us  all,  thanking  us  all  for  this  visit  to 
him.  He  said  he  found  himself  very  bad,  but  hoped  he 
should  go  well  through  the  duty  which  he  was  about  to  do. 
The  sacrament  was  then  administered  to  all  present,  Frank 
lieing  of  the  number.  The  Doctor  repeatedly  desired  Mr. 
Strahan  to  speak  louder  •,  seeming  very  anxious  not  to  lose 
any  part  of  the  service.  In  which  he  joined  in  very  great 
fervour  of  devotion.  The  service  over,  he  again  thanked  us 
all  for  attending  him  on  the  occasion  ;  he  said  he  had  taken 
some  opium  to  enable  him  to  support  the  fatigue :  he  seemed 
quite  spent,  and  lay  in  his  chair  some  time  in  a  kind  of  dose: 
he  then  got  up  and  retired  into  his  chamber.  Mr.  Ryland 
then  called  on  him.  I  was  with  them :  he  said  to  Mr.  Ryland, 
**  1  have  taken  my  viaticum :  I  hope  I  shall  arrive  safe  at  the 
end  of  my  journey,  and  be  accepted  at  last."  He  spoke  very 
despondiiigly  several  times:  Itfr.  Ryland  comforted  him, 
observing  that  "  we  had  great  hopes  given  us."  **  Yes,"  he 
replied,  "  we  have  hopes  given  us ;  but  they  are  conditional, 
and  I  know  not  how  far  I  have  fulfilled  those  conditions." 
He  arterwards  said.  "  However,  I  think  that  I  have  now 
corrected  all  bad  and  vicious  haibits."  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds 
called  on  him :  we  left  them  together.    Sir  Joshua  being 


>  This  note  was  from  Mr.  Davies  the  bookseller,  and 
mentioned  a  present  of  some  pork;  upon  which  the  I>octur 
said,  in  a  manner  that  teemed  as  if  he  thought  it  ill-timed. 

Too  much  of  this,"  or  some  such  expression.  —J.  Hoolb. 


gone,  he  called  Mr.  Ryland  and  me  again  to  him :  he 
tinued  talking  very  seriously,  and  repeated  a  prayer  «r 
collect  with  great  fervour,  when  Mr.  Ryland  took  hb  leave. 
My  son  came  to  us  from  his  church :  we  weve>  at  diaoer, — 
Dr.  Johnton,  Mrs.  Gardiner,  myself,  Mra.  Hoole,  my  soa. 
and  Mr.  Desmoulins.  He  ate  a  tolerable  dinoer,  bmi  rKired 
directly  after  dinner.  He  had  looked  out  a  s«moa  of  Dr. 
Clarke's,  "  On  the  Shortness  of  Life."  for  me  Co  read  to 
him  after  dinner,  but  he  was  too  ill  to  bear  fl.  .After  ox 
o'clock  he  called  us  all  into  his  room,  when  be  diamt^icd  » 
for  that  night  with  a  prayer,  delivered  as  be  aat  in  bts  great 
chair  in  the  most  fervent  and  aflbcting  manzier,  hta  anal 
appearing  wholly  emplored  with  the  thoogbu  ot  aaotba' 
life.  He  told  Mr.  Ryland  that  be  wished  not  to  ooose  to  Cod 
with  opium,  but  that  he  hoped  he  had  been  pn^ierty  at- 
tentive.  He  said  before  us  aU.  that  when  be  lecuvcied  the 
last  spring,  he  had  only  called  it  a  rejmewe,  bitt  that  be  did 
think  it  was  for  a  longer  time ;  however  be  hoped  the  tzmt 
that  had  been  prolongiMi  to  him  might  be  tbe  means  of  brii^- 
ittg  forth  fruit  meet  for  repentance. 

Monday,  Dee.  6.  —  Seat  in  the  morning  to  make  niquiry 
after  him ;  he  was  much  tbe  same ;  called  in  tbe  evcnteif ; 
found  Mr.  Cruikshanks  the  surgeon  with  him ;  be  ««iid  be 
had  been  that  day  quarrelling  with  all  his  physicians ;  be 
appeared  in  tolerable  spirits, 

Tuesday^  Dec.  7 —  Called  at  dinner  time ;  saw  him  est  a 
very  good  dinner :  he  seemed  rather  better,  and  in  sparits. 

Wedneidayy  Dee.  8.  —  Went  with  Mrs.  Hoole  and  ny  son, 
by  appointment ;  found  him  very  poorly  and  low,  after  a 
very  bad  night.  Mr.  Nichols  the  prmter  waa  there.  My  wsx 
read  the  Litany,  the  Doctor  several  time*  urging  him  to 
speak  louder.  After  prayers  Mr.  Langton  came  in ;  uaach 
serious  discourse :  he  warned  us  all  to  profit  by  bis  situatiia ; 
and,  applying  to  me,  who  stood  next  him.  exhorted  me  to 
lead  a  better  life  than  he  had  done.  *'  A  lietter  life  than  yoo, 
ray  dear  Sir  I "  I  repeated.  He  replied  wamlr,  **  Ocw  t 
compliment  now."  He  told  Mr.  Langton  that  m  bad  tw 
night  before  enforced  on  .——  3  a  powerful  ai^umexA  to  a 
powerful  objection  against  Christianity. 

He  bad  often  thought  it  might  seem  strange  that  the  Je«t. 
who  refused  belief  to  the  doctrine  supported  by  the  miraci«* 
of  our  Saviour,  should  after  bis  death  raise  a  nrnacrBoi 
church ;  but  he  said  that  they  expected  fully  a  tempond 
prince,  and  with  this  idea  the  multitude  wau  actuated  wbtn 
they  strewed  his  wav  with  palm-branches  on  hi>  encrr  ioto 
Jerusalem  y  but  finding  their  expeciationa  afterwards  dtsa^ 
pointetl,  rejected  him,  till  in  process  of  time,  ccmip<srin{ 
all  the  circumstances  and  prophecies  of  the  Oki  Tettameat. 
confirmed  in  the  New,  many  were  concerted ;  that  t^^ 
Apostles  themselves  once  believed  him  to  be  a  Uem^onl 
prince.  He  said  that  he  had  always  been  struck  with  ti&e 
resemblance  of  tbe  Jewish  pasaover  uid  tbe  ChriitUa 
doctrine  of  redemption.  He  thanked  os  all  for  car  attend- 
ance, and  we  left  him  with  Mr.  Langton. 

Tkurtday^  Dee.  9. -> Called  in  the  evening;  did  not  stt 
him,  as  he  was  engaged. 

Friday^  Dee.  10.  —  Called  about  eleven  in  the  mominr; 
saw  Mr.  La  Trobe  there  « :  neither  of  hs  saw  the  Doctor,  m 
we  understood  he  wished  not  to  be  visited  that  d^.  In  Kb« 
evening  I  sent  him  a  letter,  recommending  Dr.  Dallow^y 
(an  irregular  physician)  as  an  extraordinary  penoa  for 
curing  the  dropsy.  He  returned  roe  a  ^rbal  answer  that  be 
was  obliged  to  me,  but  that  it  was  too  late.  Mj  aon  read 
prayers  with  him  this  day. 

Saturday,  Dee.  11.— Went  to  fkAt  Court  ahoot  twdvv^: 
net  there  Dr.  Bumey,  Dr.  Taylor,  Sir  John  Hawkina.  Mr. 
Sastres,  Mr.  Paradise,  Count  Zenobia,  and  Mr.  L«tgcas. 
Mrs.  Hoole  called  lor  me  there:  we  both  went  to  him  ;  be 
received  us  very  kindly ;  told  me  be  had  my  letter,  tmt. 
"  it  was  too  late  for  doctors,  rrgnlar  or  irregvUr."  His 
physicians  had  been  with  him  that  day,  but  preacribed 
nothing.  Mr.  Cruikthanks  came ;  tbe  Doctor  was  rather 
cheerful  with  him  ;  he  said,  "  Come,  give  me  joor  haad." 
and  shook  him  by  tbe  hand,  adding,  **  You  shall  make  no 
other  use  of  it  now  ; "  meaning  he  should  not  examine  fajs 
legs.  Mr.  Cruikshanks  wished  to  do  it,  but  the  Doctcff 
would  not  let  him.  Mr.  Cruikshanks  said  be  wouid  edi  in 
the  evening. 

Sunday,  Dec.  12.  —  Was  not  at  Bolt  Court  In  the  ton* 
noon ;  at  St.  Sepulchre's  school  in  the  evening  with  Mrs. 
Hoole,  where  we  saw  Mrs.  Gardiner  and  Lady  lleU<« ; 
heard  that  Dr.  Johnson  was  very  bad,  and  had  been  scne- 
thing  dellrtous.  Went  to  Bolt  Court  abont  idne.  and  foBid 
there  Mr.  Windham  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Strahan.  Tbe  Lk«ter 
was  then  very  bad  in  bed,  which  I  think  he  had  only  taken 
to  that  day :  he  had  now  refused  to  take  anv  more  irf%iM> 
or  food.  Mr.  Cruikshanks  came  about  eleven;  be  ai> 
deavoured  to  persuade  him  to  take  some  nottrishment,  but 
in  vain.  Mr.  Windham  then  went  again  to  him.  and.  bf  t^.• 
advice  of  Mr.  Cruikshanks,  put  it  upon  thu  footing  ~  that 
by  persisting  to  refuse  all  sustenance  he  aigfat  pnhster 


*  Probably  an  error  of  the  press  for  Sfrt.  Hall.^.  Cnacca. 
'  No  doubt  Mr.  Windham ;  sec  ante,  his  Journal,  Itk  Dee. 

p.  63d.  —  Croreb. 

*  See  ante,  p.  805.  n.8L 
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df  frtt  hU  own  parpoM  to  prnerve  his  mimd  clear,  ai  hla 
wotknpii  mfirht  bring  on  paralrtic  comptainti  UiAt  might 
iiTot  hie  tiiPDUl  nowert.  The  boctor,  Mr.  Wludham  t^d. 
)ie  ir<t  him  p.itleatiy ;  but  when  he  had  heard  all,  he  desired 
to  lie  troubled  no  more.  He  tlien  took  a  roost  affectionate 
Icivo  of  Mr.  Windham,  who  reported  to  us  the  issue  of  the 
r<'nrpr«ation,  for  only  Mr.  IX'smoulins  was  with  them  In 
the  rhambcr.  I  did  not  see  the  Doctor  that  dar,  being 
feu  fill  of  disturbing  hlro,  and  never  conversed  with  him 
Rciiii.  I  camo  awaj  about  half- past  eleven  with  Ur. 
\\  itxihsm. 

ytitHday,  Dee.  13.  —  Went  to  Bolt  Court  at  eleven  o'clock 
in  tho  morning;  met  a  young  lady  comln((  down  stairs 
from  the  Doctor,  whom,  upon  inquiry,  I  found  to  be  Miss 
M'rrii  (a  sistrr  to  Miai  Morris,  formerly  on  the  stage). 
Mri.  Desmoulins  told  me  that  she  had  »een  the  Doctor; 
th.it  by  her  desire  he  had  been  told  she  came  to  ask  his 
b.i«fin|f,  and  that  he  said,  ** God  bless  you  ! **  I  then  went 
up  into  his  chamber,  and  found  him  lying  fery  composed 


in  a  kind  of  dose :  be  spoke  to  nobodv .  Sir  John  Hawkins, 
Mr.  Langton,  Mrs.  Gardiner,  Rev.  Mr.  Strahan  and  Mrs. 
Strahan,  Doctors  Brocklesbj  and  Butter,  Mr.  Steetens,  and 
Mr.  Nichols  the  printer,  came ;  but  no  one  chose  to  disturb 
him  by  speaking  to  him,  and  he  seemed  to  take  no  notice 
of  any  person.  While  Mrs.  Gardiner  and  I  were  there, 
before  the  rest  camr,  h«  took  a  little  warm  irllk  iu  a  cup, 
when  hn  said  something  upon  Its  not  being  properly  giv^n 
into  his  hand :  he  breathed  verj  regular,  though  short,  and 
appeared  to  be  mostly  in  a  calm  sleep  or  dozing.  I  left 
hi  in  In  this  state,  and  never  more  saw  him  alive.  In  the 
eveninir  I  supped  with  Mrt.  Hoole  and  my  son  at  Mr. 
Braithwaite's,  and  at  night  my  servant  brought  me  word 
that  my  dearest  friend  died  that  erenlng  about  seven  o'clock : 
and  next  morning  I  went  to  the  house,  where  I  met  Mr. 
Seward  ;  we  went  together  into  the  chamber,  and  there  saw 
the  most  awful  sight  of  Dr.  Johnson  laid  out  in  bis  bed. 
without  life  1 
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LESSON  IN  BIOGRAPHY;  OR,  HOW  TO  WRITE  THE  LIFE  OF  ONES  FRIEND. 

An  Extract  fnm  the  Life  o/Dr,  Poxz,  in  ten  votumeafoiio,  writttn  6y  JamtM  Bozx,  Esq., 

who  flourished  with  Am  nearjijfy  peart, 

BY  ALEXANDER  CHALMERS.  ESQ. 

Amnng  the  numerous  parodies  and  Jeux  d'esprit  which  Mr.  Boswell*s  work  produced,  this  pleasantry  from  the  pen  of  my 
ol<i  friend  Mr.  Alexander  (.'halmers,  which  appeared  in  the  periodical  publications  of  the  dsjr,  is  worth  preserving ;  for  ft 
ii  nut  merely  a  good  pleasantry,  but  a  fair  criticism  of  some  of  the  lighter  parts  of  the  work.  •.-  CaoKsa. 


\Vc  dined  at  the  chop>hous«.  Dr.  Poss  was  this  dav  rery 
lt..trM<  tive.  We  talked  of  books.  1  mentioned  the  liittorp 
./  V'Tntnjf  Trip.  I  said  It  was  a  great  work.  Poss.  **  Yes, 
^ir.  It  is  a  great  work ;  but.  Sir,  it  Is  a  great  work  rela- 
'*•!>;  it  was  a  great  work  to  you  when  yoii  was  a  little 
t»  •«  :  iHit  now.  Sir,  you  are  a  great  man,  and  Tommv  Trip  is 
a  I  tic  boy."  I  felt  somewhat  hurt  at  this  comparison,  and 
I  \-  lifve  he  perceived  it  ;  for,  as  he  wu  squeesing  a  lemon, 
h«>  •ltd,  "  Never  be  afl^onted  at  a  comparison.  I  have  been 
c  •mptred  to  many  things,  but  I  never  was  alTironted.  No, 
^1' .  .r  tliey  would  call  me  a  dog.  and  you  a  canister  tied  to  my 
t.4.1,  I  »'u«ild  not  tw  affyonted." 

<  »irt'red  by  this  kind  mention  of  me,  though  in  such  a 

■i'o  it  ion.   I  asked  him  what  he  thought  of  a  friend  of  ours, 

» ..  •  u  as  always  making  comparisons.    Poti.  **  Sir,  that  feU 

I    «   has  a  simile  for  every  thing  but  himself.    1  knew  him 

u  '  •  n  he  kept  a  »hop :  he  then  made  money.  Sir,  and  now  he 

III  Kfs  com p.vi sons.    Sir,  he  would  sav  that  you  and  1  were 

t  *o  fiK«  stuck  together  ;  two  figs  in  adnekion.  Sir  ;  and  then 

I  r  wiMilil  laugh."    Boss.  "  But  have  not  some  great  writers 

•  Ntrrrniiied   that  eompan$oru  are  now  and  then  odious f" 

V  'ft    "  No,  Sir,  not  CKiious  in  themselves,  not  odious  as  com- 

1. 1    »<>ns  ;  tlie  fellows  wlio  make  them  are  odious.     The 

»V  (  ./»  mak^  comparisons. •• 

W  ••  »iipp**d  that  evening  at  his  house.    I  showed  him  some 

'.  •«   I  ii:uJ  made  upon  a  pair  of  breeches.    Poss.  **  Sir,  the 

.<  •  .ire  good  :  but  where  could  you  find  such  a  subject  in 

.r   coipitry?''    Boii.   "Therefore  it  is  a  proof  uf  inveo- 

..n.  W.UU  U  is  a rharacterlrtic  of  poetry."    Poss.  *•  Yes,  Sir, 

i{    ^Ti   invention  which  few  of  your  countrymen  can  enjoy." 

rrtlM<  te<l  afterward!  on  tiic  depth  of  this  remark :  it  affords 

I  '■•  '»(  iy<  Chat  acutencss  which  he  displayed  in  every  branch 

hi   r.itiire.     I  asked  him  if  he  approved  of  green  spectacles  ? 

tz.  **  As  to  green  t|>cctaciei.  Sir,  thequ(*«tion  seems  to  be 

«  :    If  I  wore  green  tpertacles,  it  would  be  because  they 

..  M'Uxl  vision,  or  because  I  liked  them.    Now.  Sir,  if  a  man 

r.  !,•  ni**  liv  dops  not  like  green  spectacles,  and  that  they  hurt 

):  •   ^)r-«.    I  would  not  compel  him  to  wear  them.    No,  Sir.  I 

w  ><ii  1  dissoade  htm."    A  few  months  after,  I  consulted  him 

• «  n  on   this  subject,  uid  he  honoured  me  with  a  letter,  in 

•.•'.If  h  h«>  Rives  the  same  opinion.    It  will  be  found  in  its 

r  r  .f'T  pliicm.  Vol.  VI.  p.  7J>^J-    I  havettiought  much  on  this 

.  I   ,.-<-t.  *t>(l  nimt  confess  that  in  sucb  matters  a  man  oogtit 

I ,  :.  •  Aire**  moral  agent. 

N'.>xt   <i4y   I  l«ft  town,  and  was  absent  for  six  weeks,  three 
ji).    .iTtJ   seven  hours,  as  I  find  by  a  memorandum  In  mv 
I  r ' . « I .      I  o  this  time  I  had  only  one  letter  from  him,  whicn 
It  tk*  loilowa  J— 

"  To  Jambs  Bo»,  Esq. 

••  r>r*m  Sfsi,— My  bowels  have  been  Tetrbad.  Pray  boy 
•n^  iiom«    Turkey  rhultarb,  and  bring  with  you  a  copy  of 

,.,..  •   roar.* 

•  \<V  rit  f  to  me  soon,  and  write  to  me  often.  I  am,  dear  Sir, 
c.  its,  alft^lionateiy,  Sam.  Po«." 

It  vMild  have  been  unpardonable  to  hare  osnltted  a  letter 
ike  this,   to  which  we  see  so  much  of  bis  graat  and  illuml- 
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natad  mind.  On  my  reCom  to  town,  wa  net  again  at  the 
chop-bousa.  We  bad  much  conversation  to-dav  :  his  wit 
flashed  like  lightning :  Indeed,  there  is  not  one  hour  of  my 
present  lifia  in  which  I  do  not  profit  by  some  of  his  valuable 
communications. 

We  talked  of  sesatf.  I  said  1  knew  many  persons  much 
distressed  with  that  complaint.  Poxi.  **  Yes  Sir,  when  con- 
fined, when  pent  up."  I  said  I  did  not  know  that,  but  I 
auestioned  if  the  Romans  ever  knew  it.  Poss.  "  Yes,  Sir, 
!>e  Romans  knew  it."  Boss.  *'  Livy  does  not  mention  it.** 
Poss.  "  No,  Sir.  Livy  wrote  History.  Livy  was  not  writing 
the  Life  of  a  Friend.'^' 

On  medical  subjects  his  knowledge  was  Immense.  Ha 
told  me  of  a  friend  of  ouni  who  had  Just  been  attacked  by  a 
most  dreadful  complaint :  be  had  entirely  lo»t  the  use  of  his 
limbs,  so  that  he  could  neither  stand  nor  walk,  unleu  sup- 
ported ;  his  speech  was  ouite  gone  ;  his  eves  were  much 
swollen,  and  every  vein  oisteiided,  yet  his  'face  was  rather 
pale,  and  his  extremities  cold ;  his  pulse  beat  160  in  a  minute. 
I  said,  with  tenderness,  that  I  would  go  and  see  him ;  and, 
said  I.  "  Sir,  I  will  Uke  Dr.  Bolus  with  me.**  Poss.  **  No, 
Sir,  don't  go.**  I  was  startled,  for  I  knew  his  compassionate 
hetft,  and  earnestly  asked  why  ?  Pots.  **  Sir,  you  don't 
know  his  disorder."  Boss.  "  Prar  what  is  it  7  "  Poss.  *•  Sir, 
the  man  is— rfratf  tfnm4r/*'  Inis  explanation  threw  ma 
into  a  violent  fit  of  laughter.  In  which  he  Joined  me,  rolling 
about  as  he  used  to  do  when  he  enjoyed  a  Joke ;  but  ba 
afterwards  checked  me.  Poss.  "  Sir,  you  ought  not  to  langli 
at  what  I  said.  Sir,  he  who  laughs  at  what  another  man 
says,  will  soon  learn  to  laugh  at  that  other  man.  Sir,  yon 
should  laugh  only  at  your  own  Jokes ;  yon  sboold  Uugh 
seldom.*' 

We  talked  of  a  friend  of  ours  who  was  a  very  violent  poli- 
tician. I  said  I  did  not  like  his  company.  Pois.  **  No,  Sir, 
he  is  not  healthy :  be  is  sore.  Sir  ;  his  mind  is  ulcerated ;  ha 
has  a  political  whitlow  ;  Sir,  you  cannot  tpuch  him  without 
giving  him  pain.  Sir,  I  woiuld  not  talk  politics  with  that 
man  (  I  would  talk  of  cabbage  and  peas ;  Sir,  I  would  ask 
him  how  be  got  his  com  in,  and  whether  his  wife  was  with 
child  ;  but  I  would  not  talk  politics."  Rots.  **  But  perhaps. 
Sir,  ha  would  talk  of  nothing  else."  Pots,  **  Then,  Sir.  It 
is  plain  what  he  would  do."  On  my  rwj  earnestly  inquiring 
what  that  was.  Dr.  Poss  answered,  **  Sir,  ba  would  let  It 
alone." 

I  mentioned  a  tradesman  who  had  latley  ssl  t  p  his  coach. 
Poss.  **  He  is  right,  Sir ;  a  man  who  would  go  on  swim- 
miogly  cannot  get  too  loon  off  his  legs.  That  man  keeps 
his  coach.  Now,  Sir.  a  coach  is  tietter  then  a  chaise,  Kir  — 
it  is  bett«r  than  a  chariot."  Boss.  "Why,  Sir?"  Poss. 
"  Sir.  it  will  hold  more.**  I  begged  he  would  repeat  this, 
that  I  might  rememt>er  it,  and  ha  compiled  with  great 
g«K)d  humour.  "  Dr.  Poss."  said  I.  "  yesi  ought  to  kerp  a 
coach.**  Puss.  "  Yes.  Kir,  I  ought."  Boss.  "  But  you  do  not, 
and  tliat  boa  often  surprised  me."  Poss.  "  Surprised  you  I 
lltere.  Mr,  Is  another  prejudice  of  absurdity.  Sir.  you  ought 
to  be  surprised  at  nothing.  A  man  that  has  lived  half  your 
days  ousht  to  be  above  all  turprtse.  Sir,  it  is  a  rula  with  mm 
never  to  bo  surprised.   It  is  mare  ignorance  i  you  camotgiMss 


846 


BOSWELL'S  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


[Afpkxdix. 


whj  I  do  not  keep  a  coach,  and  joa  are  nirprited.  Now,  Sir,  if 
Tou  did  know  fou  would  not  be  surprised.*'  I  said,  tenderlj,"  I 
nope,  roy  dear  Sir,  you  will  let  roe  know  before  I  learetown." 
Pose.  "  Yes,  Sift  you  shall  know  now.  You  shall  not  go  to 
Mr.  WUkins,  and  to  Mr.  Jenkins,  and  to  Mr.  Stnbbt,  and 
say,  why  does  nor.  Pois  keep  a  coach  ?  I  will  tell  you  my- 
self—Sir,  I  can't  afford  It." 

We  ulked  of  drlnklns.     I  asked  him  whether,  in  the 
course  of  his  long  and  Tamable  life,  he  had  not  known  some 
men  who  drank  more  than  they  could  bear  ?    Poxc.  **  Yea, 
Sir  ;  and  then.  Sir,  nobody  could  bear  them.    A  man  who  is 
drunk.  Sir,  Is  a  very  foolish  fellow.'*    Boat.  **  But,  Sir,  as 
the  poet  says,  *  he  Is  devoid  of  all  care.' "    Post.  **  Yes,  Sir. 
he  cares  for  nobody ;  he  has  none  of  the  cares  of  life :  he 
cannot  be  a  merchant,  Sir,  for  he  cannot  write  his  name ; 
he  cannot  be  a  politician.  Sir,  for  he  cannot  talk ;  he  cannot 
be  an  artist.  Sir,    for  he  cannot  see ;  and  yet.  Sir,  there  is 
science  in  drinking.'*    Bozf .  **  I  suppoee  you  mean  that  a 
man  ought  to  know  what  he  drinks.'^    Pots.  "  No,  Sir,  to 
know  what  one  drinks  is  nothing ;  but  the  science  consists  of 
three  paru.    Now,  Sir,  were  I  to  drink  wine,  I  should  wish 
to  know  them  all ;  I  should  wish  to  know  when  I  had  too  lit- 
tle, when  I  had  enough,  and  when  I  had  too  much.    There 
is  our  friend  •••••••  (mentioning  a  gentleman  of  our 

acquaintance) ;  he  knows  when  he  has  too  little,  and  when  be 
has  toomucli,  but  be  knows  not  when  he  has  enough.  Now, 
Sir,  that  is  the  ideoce  of  drinking,  to  know  when  one  has 
enough." 

We  talked  this  day  on  a  variety  of  topics,  but  X  find  reiy 
few  mcmoranduma  in  mj  journaU  On  small  beer,  he  said  it 
was  flatulent  liquor.  lie  disapproved  of  those  who  deov 
the  utility  of  absolute  power,  ana  seemed  to  be  oflimded  witn 
a  friend  of  ours  who  would  always  have  his  eggs  poached. 
Sign-posts,  he  obeerved,  had  degenerated  within  his  memory ; 
aiid  he  particiUarly  found  iault  with  the  moral  of  the  "  Beg- 
gar's Opera."  I  endeavoured  to  defend  a  work  which  had 
aflbrded  me  so  much  pleasure,  but  could  not  master  that 
strength  <^  mind  with  which  he  argtied ;  and  it  was  with 
great  satisfaction  that  be  communicated  to  me  afterwards  a 
method  of  curing  corns  by  applying  a  piece  of  oiled  silk. 
In  the  early  history  of  the  world  be  preferred  Sir  Isaac 
Newton's  Chronology:  but  as  they  gave  employment  to 
useful  artisans,  he  did  not  dislike  the  large  budtles  then 
coming  into  use. 

Next  day  we  dined  at  the  Mitre.  I  mentioned  spirits. 
Foil.  "Sir,  there  is  as  much  evidence  for  the  existence  of 
•pints  as  against  it."     You  may  not  believe  It,  but  yon 


1  This  alludes  to  the  Jealousy  about  copyright,  which  Mr. 
Boswell  carried  so  far  that  he  actually  printed  separately, 
and  entered  at  Statiooert*  Hall,  Johnson's  Letter  to  Lord 


cannot  deny  it.  I  told  him  that  ny  grtat  gnndmrAm 
once  saw  a  spirit.  He  asked  me  to  relate  it,  which  1  ivi  <*ri 
minutely,  while  he  listened  with  profound  attentMra.  W>i 
I  mentioned  that  the  spirit  once  appeared  io  the  tht^*  i 
a  shoulder  of  mutton,  and  another  time  in  that  of  s  te^  yi. 
he  interrupted  me:— Post.  "There,  Sir,  is  the  pQ».t,  'X* 
evidence  is  good,  but  the  scheme  is  defective  iu  rr^*- 
tency.  We  cannot  deny  that  the  spirit  appeared  in  thnr 
sh^ws;  bot  then  we  cuxuolt  reconcile  them.  Wt«t  mi 
a  tea*pot  to  do  with  a  shoulder  of  mnttoo?  Ne.:v«r  j 
it  a  terrific  ottiect.  There  is  nothing  caotc«|k>n'.''<.«. 
Sir,  these  are  objects  which  are  not  seen  at  the  utrw  t » 
nor  in  the  same  place.**  Boss.  "  I  think.  Sir.  that  old  vlv-. 
in  general  are  used  to  see  ghoets."  Post.  **  Yes,  Str.  &  i 
their  conversation  is  full  oi  the  suhfect:  I  would  U>'-u 
old  woman  to  record  soch  oonversations ;  Ibdr  loq^it; 
tends  to  minuteness.** 

We  talked  of  a  person  who  bad  a  very  bad  ckinrt«r. 
Poss.  **  Sir,  he  Is  a  sooondrel.**  Bon.  <*  I  hate  a  sn^jterH ' 
Pots.  ** There  you  are  wrong:  dont  hate  •ooubjri'li. 
Scoundrels,  Sir,  are  useful.  There  are  many  thlDgi  *«  no- 
not  do  without  scoundrels.  I  would  not  choose  to  kn? 
company  with  scoundrels,  bot  something  mt^  be  rt  'r« 
them.**  Boss.  **  Are  not  sooondrels  generally  fools  ?  "  Pi  u 
"  No,  Sir,  they  are  not  A  scoambel  must  be  a  clevr  ^\- 
l6w ;  he  must  know  many  things  of  which  a  fool  ii  ipnu 
Any  man  may  be  a  fooL  I  think  a  good  Xnock  might  b«  -sa  t 
out  of  scoundrels.  I  would  have  a  Btografium  FUgtu  ta, 
the  Lt'veM  of  EmMemt  SeemmdreU^  froes  the  cariieA  arn  j  u 
to  the  present  day."  I  mentioned  hangtsg:  liho^icttst 
very  awkward  situation.  Poaa.  **  No,  Sir,  hangins  u  l>  *,  s 
awkward  situation  ;  it  is  proper,  Sir,  that  a  man  «  bosr  k  *  c  i 
tend  towards  flagitious  obliquity  sh<Nild  appear  perper<<tA  «r 
at  last."  I  told  hfan  that  I  had  lately  been  te  cofcpisf  « .* 
some  gentlemen,  everr  one  of  whom  could  nooli«<t  vkm 
friend  or  other  who  had  been  hanged.  Pots.  **  \>*.  ^-'. 
that  is  the  easiest  way.  We  know  those  who  lia*r  ^*^ 
hanged ;  we  can  recollect  that :  bat  we  cannot  Domtrr  "A* 
who  deserve  it ;  it  would  not  be  decorous.  Sir,  m  i  r.  \< 
company.  No,  Str,  that  is  one  of  the  few  tUags  vaia  •• 
are  compelled  to  Oosl.** 


sorssJsVt 
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Our  regard  Jbr  Utermry  ffoftrtif  ^ 
larger  extract  from  the  above  hmpt^ 
however  t  we  kope^  given  ntek  paoaageo 
PUT  reader*  with  a  ibtgA  idea  of  tku 
Note  by  Mr.  Chalmers. 


Chesterfield  and  the  Account  of  Johnson's  Ciatmntr\ 
with  George  III.  at  Buckingham  House,  to  pcevcBft  bi*  r.<«ii 
making  use  of  them.— CaoKm. 
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At>%urditios,  use  of  delineating,  ()59. 

Abu«f,  7C3.    personal,  194.  304. 

,  Johnson's  disregard  of,  624.  '•63. 

AbKHinia,  Lobo's  ?oyage  to,  91.  985.  496. 

A)  jdrmy,  Delia  Crusca  send  Johnson  their  vocabalary,  96. 

A<  i  t'nt.  Scoirh,  overcome  by  perseverance,  939. 
A<  <  titiiits  keeping,  716. 
Acr.ilU's.  Khieldof.  664. 

Ai  1»  Hiid  Galatea,  .577. 
Aitjii-tintances,  98.  716.  791. 

,  Johnson's  numerous,  501.  733.  list  of,  79.  81. 
Artlnjj.  742.    tragic.  275. 
A'^  niMi.  in  public  speaking,  949. 
Act '  ve  sports  iu  young  people,  not  Idleness,  9. 
A 1 1 1 1  it)'  of  body,  Johnson's,  451 .    of  mind,  610. 
Artor,  qualities  of  a  great,  592. 
At  lorft.  h\.  6X  205.  257.  974.  467.  556.  749. 

..  Johnson's  prejudice  against,  51.  62.  696, 657. 749. 

A  i1 « ir's  arcount  of  America,  457. 

A'l  iTni,  Rev.  Dr.  William.  Master  of  Pembroke  College, 
Oxford.  19,    13.   17.  88.  M.  57.  60.  86,  87.  99.  165.  888. 

4-^4   4S2.  736.  763.  792. 

,  hio  arcount  of  the  first  representation  of  **  Irena/*  60. 

,  h\<  Hniwer  to  Hume's  Essay  on  Miraciet,  489L 

.  Johnson's  I/ett^r  to,  782. 

,  Mios,  afterwards  Mrs.  Hyett,  761. 

.    _.  (;»>urRc,  dedication  of  Treatise  on  the  CSIobet,  167. 

\.l  h    m.  Joseph,  H.  .*».  63.  71.  72.  14.V  158.  170.  2M.  96&  177. 

:^''i  .17 i.  44(;.  444.  604.  509.  M6.  578.  591.  66Z  679.  800. 
.hit  "  Notanda,"  63.    "  Remarks   on  luly,"   379.  446. 

•  '%!«'.  71.    conduct  towards   Steele,  671.   684.     Johnaon'i 

r>i .  :i  !f)n  of,  71 .  I4.V  61 1.    Johnson's  Life  of,  671 . 
\  '  iT»%*  of  thf>  Painters  to  George  the  Third.  119. 
K      > .  Mrs..  19.1.  197.  623.  631.    Hiss.  6.  197.  490.  699. 
K  :  <.(-at]iin.  450. 

A'ltifitirer,"  Hawkesworth'i.  64. 75.  77.  81,  82.  107. 
.  tl.r  papers  marked  T,  written  by  Johnson,  64. 81. 

A  i  wiitur*'*  of  a  Guinea,"  by  whom  written,  350. 

\  <!■.  .rt.iria."  specimen  of  Johnson's,  64. 
L  * . '  r*.trirs,  not  to  be  treated  with  respect,  979. 
I    %  •rti^f  inents,  Johnson's,  in  the  Gent.  Mag.  95.  48.  In  the 

r  •)  v(r«.il  Chronicle,  116.  In  the  Edinburgh  papers,  407. 

,    •'.    'i  rv,  I'.*2. 

.ri  K I  >hrmeris.  Johnson's,  794. 
•■wl   ^ti I nr  of  the,  731. 

\  t.i«.  Potter's  translation  of,  M9. 
•T.  ".It  inn.  402.  662.    in  writing.  346 

.of  taintllarity  with  the  great,  674. 
T*-   t  on.  natural,  209.  630.  7*iH. 

JoKiiion's,  for  Miss  Boothby,  90.  879. 

e  tr.  Wfllmre  Ellii.  Enq.,  M3. 
.'.-.  oM.  .V>9.  681.  610.  613.  fiOI.  718.  755.  832. 
X-*."  II<ime's  Tragedy  of,  .132. 
\  ,!  .lira."  Suckling's  pfay  of.  HnS. 

•r»  r.  Rev.  W,,  7."^.    sermon  on  Johnson's  death,  8na. 
s  'I.  >!i««  (Barb.iuld)  469. 1V.'^2.    Imitates  Johnson,  552. 

•  r-(-.irh.  I^ord  MonlKiddo's,  MO. 

ft..  -.«  .1'-.  Dr.  Mark.  121.  234.  4aV  504. 

■L'rTn.4n,  Mr,  keejM'r  of  Newgate,  anecdotes  of,  648. 

.    '  1 1  I>.atidro,  description  of  Italy,  372.  446. 
.>  my.  4Vt, 

i  r  ''Ailr*.  MY    his  dog,  573. 

•  i-u  h.  Jl#'v.  Mr.,  hV. 

'<Mi.  John«on*i  wish  to  wHte  his  Life,  54.  his  will,  f)98. 
\i    i«.'*  Johnton*<  exemplittcattoo  of  tlie  word,  730. 
l.».  Bee.  Thomas,  366. 


AUen,  Edmund,  the  printer,  108,  113.   160.  366.  541.  586. 

601.  684.  783.  789.    Johnson's  letters  to,  699.  734. 

.  Ralph,  Esq..  9B9. 

•*  All  for  Love,"  Dryden's  imlkca  to,  681. 

Almack's,  501.648. 

Alnwick  CasUe,  587. 

Althorpe,  Lord  and  Lady.  See  Spanoer. 

"  Amelia."  Fielding's,  506. 

Ambition,  507. 

America  and  the  Americans,  498, 499.  435.  669,  863  809. 609. 

651.680,681.719.758. 
Amusemenu,  837.  Country,  370.    A  man  known  by  hii,  768L 
Amyat,  Dr.,  127.  ' 

Amyot,  Mr.  Thomas,  830. 
"  Ana,"  the  French,  379.  606. 
Anacreon,  Baxter's,  896.  719. 

,  dove  of,  translated  by  Johnson  and  Fawkes,  548. 

Anaitls,  temple  of,  337, 388. 

Analogy  between  body  and  mind.  19. 

*'  Anatomy  of  Melancholy,**  Burton's,  19.  917. 489. 

Aocestry,  999. 

**  Ancient  Ballads,"  Dr.  Percy's,  137. 

Ancient  times,  not  better  than  modem,  730. 

Aoderdon  MSB.,  57.  799.  799. 

Anderson.  Professor,  at  Glasgow.  393.  63-1. 

— .,  Dr.  Robert,  bis  Lira  of  Johnson,  8.  97.  35. 61. 79.  188. 

188.  931.  m.  357.  495. 

.  Mr.,  hU  •*  Sketches  of  the  Native  Irish,"  931. 

Andrews,  Dr.  Francis,  Provost  of  Dublin  College.  168. 
Androcles,  943.  * 

Anecdotes,  Johnson's  lore  of,  975. 
-.— ,  Piossl's  general  accuracy  of.  780. 

,  at  second  hand,  little  to  he  relied  on,  806. 

"  Aufractuositiea  "  of  the  human  mind,  6!V5. 
Angel,  Mr.  John,  his  **  Stenography,"  954. 

,  fallen,  737. 

Angus  More,  3N3. 

Anne,  Queen,  54.  164. 187. 411.  489. 

.  wits  of  her  reign,  908.  610. 

Annihilation,  545, 595. 

**  Animus  aequus,"  noi inheritable,  897. 

Anonymous  writings,  695. 

"  Annus  mlrabilis,"  Tasker's,  714. 

Anson,  Lord,  694.     Johnson's  epigram  on,  694. 

"  Anthologia,"  794. 

Antics,  165. 

Antiquarian  researches,  609. 

Apelles,  the  Venus  of,  688. 


Apocrypha,  555. 
"  Apoloi 


Apology,**  Clbber's,  136.  906.  616. 
**  Anology  for  the  Quakers,"  Barclay's,  487. 
Apology.  Johnson  ready  to  make  one,  770.  838. 
Apollonltts  Rhodius,  95. 

Apophthegms,  or  anecdotes  of  Johnson,  Hawklnsli,  771. 
Apostolic  ordination,  91 9. 

"  Apotheosis  of  Milton,"  not  writtm  by  Johnson,  40. 
Apparitions.  1  16l  138. 175.  928.  S34. 93a  941.  684,  685. 
Appetite,  riders  out  in  quest  of.  929. 
Applus.  Cicero's  character  of,  applied  to  Johnson,  791. 
Applause,  664. 
April  fool's  day,  630. 
Arabs,  fidelity  of.  304. 
Arbathnot,  Dr.,  69.  145.  977.  486.    Tha  son  of,  18. 

.Robert,  979.    William,  979. 

**  Arcadia,"  Sydney's,  538. 

Archwologlcal  Dictionary,  71 1. 

Arches,  strength  of  semicircular  and  ffHfp<V*it  119. 

Architecture,  ornamental,  481. 

Areskln,  Sir  John,  366. 

Ardnamurchan,  3iO. 

Arguing.  Johnson's.  150.  908.  496.  609.  600. 767. 768. 

Argument,  Johnson's,  on  schoolmasters,  941.  814. 

,  un  vicious  intromission,  944.  MM. 

,  in  defence  of  lay  patronage,  950. 81  Sk 

,  against  Dr.  Memis's  complaint,  4.M. 

,  in  favour  of  the  corporation  of  StirUsf,  456. 

— — ,  on  entails.  473. 

.  on  the  liberty  of  the  pulpit,  818.  816. 

— — ,  on  the  regintration  or  d«NNls,  67H. 

,  In  favour  of  a  negro  claiming  his  liberty,  869. 

,  against  a  prosecution  for  a  libel.  696.  817. 

-^,  aiKl  testimony  dtstingtii^hed,  7.^7. 

Argyie,  Archibald,  fourth  Duka  of,  385.  457.  516.  617. 
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Argyle,  John,  fifth  duke  of.  Sit.  SR?— 390.  Johnton't  vlflt  to, 

388.    letter  to,  and  his  antwer.  391 . 
~— ,  Elisabeth  Gunning,  duchess  of,  387. 

,  Jane  WarburtoHp  dowager  duchets  of,  79.  885. 

AiioRto,  129.  427.  666. 

Arintotle,  saying  of,  506.  658.    his  *'  Poetics,**  606. 

Arithmetic,  'Johnson's  resort  to,  to  calm  hU  mind,  394. 

Armldale,  312.  350. 

Armorial  bearings,  939. 

Arms,  piling  or,  why  insisted  upon,  617. 

Armstrong.  Dr.  John,  118.  533. 

Army,  officers  of  the.  4(i3.  497. 

Arnauld,  Anthony,  614. 

Arnold,  Dr.  Thomas,  his  **  Obsenvtioiu  on  Insanltj/*  693. 

Arran,  Lord,  92. 

•*  Art  of  Living  in  Londin,**  28. 

**  Art's  corrective,**  36S. 

Articles,  subscription  to  the  ZZXJX.,  SIO.  229.  !B4. 

Arti6cial  ruins,  424. 

Ascham,  Roger,  Johnson's  Life  of,  158. 

••  Ascanius,*^324,  325. 331 .  353. 40L  , 

Ash,  Dr.  John,  798. 

Ash)M>urQe,  245.  458.  554.  964. 

Ashburton,  Lord.   See  Dunning. 

Akkew,  Dr.  425. 

Asslie,  maiden  one,  583. 

Association  of  Ideas.  594. 

Astle,  Thomas,  Esq.,  46.  Letter  to,  696.  Uii  notes  on  Alfred*! 

will,  698. 
— — .  Rev.  Mr.  Johnson's  advice  to,  767. 
Aston,  Sir  Thomas.  SO.  188. 

,  Mrs.  Elisabeth,  SO.  18R.  214. 490.  49S.  638. 

.Johnson's  letters  to,  188.  19&  528,  629.539.  66\  639, 

623.631.640.706.749. 
~— ,  Miss  Mary,  afterwards  Mrt.Brodie,  SO.  490.  492.  €11, 

612.  672,  673.    Johnson's  epigram  to,  40.  611. 
— — ,  Margaret,  28. 
Astlev,  Philip,  the  equestrian,  638. 
Athrism,  378. 
**  At  hoi  porridge.'*  680. 
**  Allat,*^  the  race>horse,  416. 
Atonement,  the  great  article  of  Chriftianitj,  292.  657. 605. 

694.  806.  841 
Attacks,  usefui  to  authors,  358.  403.  442.  694.  837. 
Atterbury,  Bishop.  Sermons  and  style,  572.  578. 
Attnrnpy-general,  ludicrous  title  given  to,  517. 
Attorneys.  319.  384.  768. 
Auchinleck  e»Ute.  3%.  472.  554. 
.  Lord,  BoswcU's  father,  208.  301.  387.  395.  897. 518. 664. 

5.V>.  573.    DeslKuaces  Johnson  Ursa  Migor,  398. 
Auchnasiieal.  309. 
Augustus  220.  257. 

Author,  rarciv  hurt  by  his  critics.  645.   Ste  Attacks. 
^— ,  **  The  Voung,"  a  poem  by  Johnson,  11. 
Authors.  82.   194.  257.  283.  358.  442.  445.  500.  656.  572. 604. 

6-^,  GOO.  624,  G25.  693.  769.    See  AttMcks. 

,  modem,  the  moons  of  literature,  TiOM. 

,  posikrttiog  the  work  of  one  for  that  of  another,  con- 
demned, 82. 
,  Virgil's  description  of  the  entrance  into  bell,  applied 

to,  372. 
Avarice.  374,  507.  516.  605. 


nArhyGral?,41& 

Bacon,  Francis,  Lord  Verulam,  69.  34.1.  History  of  Heniy 

VII.,  3:i8.    His  Precept  for  Conversation,  738. 

,  Mallet**  *'  Life**  of.  559. 

Badrock.  Rev.  Samuel.  804. 
Badrnoch,  Lord  of,  30a 
Bad  habits,  718. 

Maua};ement,  603. 

Bajrpipei,  374. 

Bavshaw,  Rev.  Thomas,  Johnson's  letters  to,  264. 783. 
Baillie,  Or.,  recommendation  of  card>playing,  405. 
Baker,  Sir  Richard,  his  Chronicles  quoted,  267. 

,  Mr  George,  784. 

,Mrs.,  183. 

Balance  of  Misery,  764.  819. 

Balrarras.  Karl  of.  404.  520. 

Ball  without  Dowder,  656. 

BaUnntine,  Mr.  George,  122. 

Balloons,  784. 

Ballow,  Mr.  Thomas,  501. 

Balmnto,  Lord,  518. 

Baltic,  Johnson's  proposed  voyage  to,  539. 

fiankef,  Mr.,  of  DorM'tshire,  42.  166. 

Bnnks.  Sir  Joseph,  2V«'),  227. 228.  ^87. 379. 381.  49C.  620, 621. 

J((hnson*a  motto  Tor  bis  goat,  226. 
Baptism.  487.  7G0. 

Barhauld.  Mr,  470.  Mrf.  Srr  Aikin. 
Bartier,  Franct«,  Johnson's  negri  servant,  75,  76,  77,   78. 

102.  117,  1 18.  1K3.  104.  215.  227.  415.  620.  790.  801,  802. 

.  John>on's  letters  to,  194.  215.  739. 

Barclav.  hii  ••  Ship  of  Foolcs,"  91. 

,  Mr,  his  defence  of  Johnson's  Shakjipeare,  171.  358. 

,  Roben,  of  Ury,  his  "  Apology  for  the  Quakers."  487. 


Barclay,  Robert,  one  of  Mr.  Tbmle's  i 

dotes  of  Johnson,  837. 
Baretti,  Signor  Giuseppe,  8!V.  91.  99. 112.  121   12S.  19,  19. 

174.  192.  195.  206.  314.  347.  302.  427.  457.  464.  484.  500  Mil 

512.  b%\  552.  664.  780. 
,  Johnson's  letters  to,  122.  \3S.  1».  Hia  trial  Ibr  arard^. 

207.  771.     Hit  •*  rraveb."  314.    The  ft  rat  who  rrrtnH 

copy  money  In  Italy,  548.    His  strictures  eo  Mn.  Ptasxt'L 

510.    bU  •*TnMtra  Utervla,"  552. 
Bark,  Peruvian,  762.  , 

Barker,  Dr.  Edmund,  68. 107. 399.  ' 

Barnard,  Rer.  Dr.,  Bishop  of  Klllaloe.  27.  4SS.  520,  Ml.  v^ 

601.  722.    Altercation  with  JoIibsoq  and,  091.    FUuiuu 

verse*  thereon,  76.  722. 833. 

,  Dr.,  provost  of  Btoo,  644. 646. 

— — .  Francis,  Esq.,  afterwards  Sir  Fnneis,  K1ds"s  Iftswia. 

76.  184. 
,  Johnson's  letter  to,  on  Hm  forauttea  of  tko  King's 

library,  196.  ^^ 

Barnes,  Joshua,  396.  691. 680. 
Bamston,  Miss  L..  639. 
Bamwall,  Nicholas,  Lord  Trimlestowu,  811. 
Baron  Hill,  the  seat  of  Lord  Bulkeley,  421. 
Baretter.  Johnson's  Life  of,  43. 4&  128. 
Barret,  Mr.,  the  Surgeon,  510. 
Barrett,  Dr.,  of  Dublin.  359. 
Barringtoo,  Hon.  Dahies,  690.  746.  Hit  "  rwas  ini  ihs  Ti 

gration  of  Birds,**  360.     His  ** 

tutes."  602. 
Barri,  Madame  do,  41. 
Barristers,  232. 

Barrow.  Isaac,  69.  Sermon  againat  ftaolMi 
Barrowby,  Dr.,  anecdote  of,  761 . 
Barry,  Sir  Edward,  his  notion  of  potaatlea, «». 
— ,  Spraoger,  the  actor.  60,  61 .  i 

,  James,  the  painter,  734. 732.  736. 74lw 

Barter.  Mr.,  284. 

•*  Bas  Bleu."  Hannah  Mora's  poem  of.  OS. 

Bashfulness,  767. 

"  Bastard,"  the.  Savage's  poem  d,  60L  ■ 

Bat,  formatloo  of  the.  612. 

Bateman,  Edmund,  of  Pcnhi  CoQ.   Hia  I 

Bate,  the  Rev.  Henry.  763. 

Bath,  Johnson's  visit  to,  508. 

Bath,  William  Pnlteney.  Earl  of.  35. 

Baths,  medicated.  906.  Cold.  635. 

Batheaston  vase.  Horace  Waipole's  aoeoaat  of,  Ml. 

Bathurst.  Allen,  First  Earl,  614.  €35, 631  C7Q. 

,  Captain.  1. 

,  Dr.  Richard,  56.  58.  75.  77.  79.  81,  tl.  88.  I2i. 

251.663,664.  a  *<  good  batcr."  78. 
**  Batrachomyomacbia."  flrat  edlttoo  of;  42A. 
"  Baudii  Epifctolse."  quoted.  420. 
Baxter.  Richard,  quoted.  263.  29L  219.  738^ 

,  *'  Reasons  of  the  Christian  Rrilfioii,**  oen 

,  William,  his  **  Anaereon."  396.  712.  740^ 

"  Bayes,"  character  of.  235,  316. 

Bayte.  93.  His  Dictionary.  146. 30. 41C. 

**  Bear."  the  epithet  applied  to  Johnaoo,  I9t. 

Bears.  446. 

Beatniilie,  Richard,  Esq.,  Johnson's  letter  8av  7>0t. 

Beaton,  Cardinal,  bis  murder,  283. 

Beattie.  Dr.  James,  66.  224,  225,  296. 99lt  344.  MB^.  ai^  m 

268.  272. 393.  S9&  358.  390.  519.  5U  €87.  773. 

.  his  letter  to Boswell.  228^    Johnson's  titlii  to^  CI. 

,  his  "  Essay  on  Truth,"  245.    his  *'  HevmiS--*  jm 

Beauderk,Topbara,Esq..26.8a  121.  I2&.  126.  !».  ic    -C 

166,  167.  183.  255.  260.  288.  298.  370.  379.  4JA.  «».  «m  ^^ 

445.  450,  451 .  496. 600. 529.  ttO.  61ft,  61C  CSft.  <4S.  ^^  •  * 

663. 679.  688.  718.     AltcrcatioQ  with   rnhwiM.  <».    I  • 

death.  642.     His  character,  642.  Ml.  «4ft.      Uia  Mar  * 

Lont  Charlemont.  643. 

.  Ladv  Diana.  260  428. 64lL  686. 

.  Lord  Sydney,  804.    Lady  Sfdacy.  MS. 

Beaufort.  Duchess  or,646. 

Beaumaris  Castle,  421. 

Beaumont,  Sir  George,  601. 

Beaumont  and  Fletcher,  18. 442. 

*«  Beauties  of  Johnson,**  67.  706,  TV. 

Beauty,  234.  696. 

Beckenhara,  767. 

Becket.  Thomas,  tbc  bookseller, 

Beckford,  Alderman,  517.  562. 

Bedford,  John,  fourth  Duke  oi, ' 

Bedlam,  455.  796. 

Bee,  the,  by  Goldsmith,  140. 

Ufech,  Thomas,  his  **  Eofcwio,*  tOi. 

B(>ggars,  137.  21&  63.^.  664. 

**  Beggar's  Opera,'*  364.  453. 661.  «M.  <M. 

Behaiiuur.  Johnson  a  nice  observer  eC  Ml. 

Behmen,  Jacob.  218. 

Belchier,  Mr.,  the  surgeon,  613. 

Beighton.  Mr.,  167. 

Bell,  Dr.  644. 

— ,  John,  of  Aotermooy,  **  Tiaiela  in 

,  John.  Esq.,  of  Hertfordshtra,  t»^  %m 

,  Mr.  John,  his  '*  British  Poets,"  SOi 
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Bellamy,  Mra.  Anne,  the  nctreit,  1 11    Letter  to  J.,  742. 

'*  Bellerophoo**  of  Buripldes  quoted,  91. 

Bf^Ui^re,  H.  du  PletsU,  S79. 

Belituun.  Mr.,  hit  "  Eisay  oa  Dramatic  Poetry"  quoted,  133. 

Beoedktloe  nonkc.  TV, 

Beoevolence,  Jobntoo'i,  535, 906, 834.    Humao,  509. 

,  an  excuM  for  drinking,  €06. 

Bennet,  Mr.,  tho  publisher,  156.  ^ 

B^niley ,  Mr.,  the  actor,  189. 

Benson,  AudUor,  bit  monument  to  Milton,  72. 

Ik'ntbam,  Dr..  canon  of  Chrlitchurch,  483. 

BenUer.  Dr.  Richard,  194. 321. 345.  3Je.  374.  483.  731.      IIU 

— ,vprse»,  661. 

,  Richard,  Junior.  7601 

Berenger,  Richard,  Esq.,  564.  684. 

Beresford.  Rev.  Mr.,  591 .    Mrs.  and  Mlu,  7W. 

Berkelnr,  Dr.  Geone,  Biibopof  Cloyne,  160.231.  IIli  Theory, 
643.  ♦j62. 

Berwick,  Duke  of.  hit  **  Memoirs/'  502. 

Betbuite,  Rev.  Mr.,  334.  341. 

Betterton,  Mr.,  the  actor,  556. 

B^ttesworth,  Rev.  Edmund.  158. 

B«^(>rage,  Johnion's  favourite,  508. 

Brvil,  Kf>v.  Mr.,  hii  defence  of  Hammond.  675. 

Be w ley,  Mr.,  hit  veneration  for  Johnaoo,  698. 

B'>xif7.  Lord,  concerning  Dr.  Vaniittart,  117. 

Btble,  early  trans latlons  of,  197.    Johnton'a  plan  of  readiog 
tiie,  17.    should  lie  read  with  a  commentary,  513. 

.  Jobnion'i  death-bed  recommendation  to  read,  843. 

*'  Hibliotheca  Harleiana,"  Johnaon'a  account  of,  46. 

*•  BibllothecaLlteraria,"  430. 

"  BibUotbdque,"  Johnson's  scheme  for  opening  a,  93. 

Bk  ken laff.  Mr.  Isaac,  143.  303. 

Bicknell,  Mr.,  106. 

BulU4>r,  William,  the  calculating  boy,  480. 

Bifiraniy,  337. 

**   Bi|  man,*'  a  jocular  Irish  phrase,  applied  to  J.  176.  409. 

Bindley,  James,  Esq.,  48.  53.  60>}.  718.  730. 

Binning.  Charles,  Lord,  341. 608. 

Biographer,  duties  of  a,  546.    Of  Johnson's,  335. 

"  Biographla  Britannica,"  552. 671. 

Biography,  335.  389.  S46l  483.  516.  546.  588.  671. 
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Birds,  migraUon  of,  360,  S61. 

Itirkenbead,  Sir  Joliii,  382. 

Blrmittgham,  486.  565. 

liiron.  Marshal  Due  de,  4(j5. 

Birtli-day.  J.  dlilikes  boiog  noticed,  330.  547. 634. 730. 

versrs  to  Mrs.  Ttir.ale,  471. 

ll.rtbs,  extranrditiary,  M18. 

Ilii*«>t's  life  of  Burke,  4.'«3. 

*'  ftiahop,"  a  beverajre  so  called.  81. 

Hi*fi«pt,  requUUes  in,  *jh*j.  44H.     Great  decorum  required 
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•♦  Kijck  Dog,"  610. 
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^ .  bis  sermons,  51%.  538.  560.  566.  611  686.    Lectures.  553. 

1  mltntion  of  J's.  style,  553.    Letter  concerning  a  converta- 
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r :  I  •-  fYhrim,  370.  425.  4»5. 

t4i«-e*ing,  Johnson's,  to  Barclay,  837.    to  Miss  Morris,  846. 
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Boar's  Head  Oub.  348. 

Boasting,  Boswcll's  habit  of,  731. 

Bocage,  Madame  du,  460. 465. 467.    Her  **  Columblade,**  77S. 

Boeoe,  Hector,  the  historian,  750. 

Boerhaave,  455.    Johnson's  Life  of,  40. 

Boetius,  "  De  Consolatione  Philosophise,"  40.  319. 

Boileau,  3.  33.  130.  332.  614. 

Boiingbroke,  Henry  St.  John,  first  Viscount,  88.  110.  ISO. 
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,  Lady,  her  description  of  Pope,  605. 

,  Frederick,  second  Viscount,  2G0. 

Bolt-court,  30.  588. 

Bonaventure,  tho  **  seraphic  doctor,"  172. 

Bones,  uses  applied  to,  735. 

«»-,  Johnson^s  horror  at  the  sight  of,  319. 378. 
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Bonner,  Bishop,  18. 

Book  collecting,  756. 

Booker's  **  Hop  Garden,"  486. 
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,  Mr.  Courtenay's  verses  on,  70.  409. 
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,  letter  to  Wilkes,  733. 
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^— ,  Dr.  the  author's  uncle,  878.  403. 496.  633. 
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Bouffl«*r,  P*re,  his  "  Klist  Truths."  100. 
Boufflrrs,  M4dame  de.  216.  467,  468. 
Bouhcurs,  Dominique,  'iU'V 
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Booouet,  Mr^  78. 

Bourbon,  Doc  de,  4€S. 

Boordalooe,  Pdre,  989.  878. 

BourdoDoe,  Madame  de,  SS9. 

Bourke,  ArchbUhop,  afterward!  Earl  of  Mayo,  787. 

BouU-rlm6t,  448. 

Bower,  Mr..  794. 

Bowles,  William,  Btq.,  787. 

Bow-wow  war,  Johnton't,  9G9.  439. 

Bowjer,  William,  the  printer,  7S9. 

Boxing,  Johnson's  skill  in,  348. 

Boyd.  Hon.  Charles,  29&.  897. 

Boyd's  inn,  270. 

Boydell.  Mr.  Alderman,  488. 

Boyle,  tne  family  of,  345 

,  Hon.  Robert,  106. 

Boys  at  school,  153. 

Boyse,  Samuel,  the  poet.  781.  804. 

Johnion,  871.  68ft.  6S8.  677. 


**  Bossy."  Bosweil  so  called  by 
Bradshalfh,  Lady,  63. 
•.  Bradshaw,  John,  the  regicide.  7 


738. 
William.  783. 
"  Braganaa,"  Jephson's  tragedy  of,  806. 
Braidwood,  Mr.,  his  academy  for  the  deafiand  dumtL  403. 
Bramhall,  Archbishop,  on  Liberty  and  Necessity,  810. 
Bramins,  698. 663. 
Bramston,  17. 
Brandy,  687.  680. 
Bravery,  606.  798. 

**  Brare  we  I "  an  exclamation  of  Johnson*!,  890. 
Breakfast  well  appointed,  456. 

in  splendour,  634. 

Brent.  Miss,  143. 
Brentford.  393. 719. 
Brett,  Colonel,  53. 

,  Mrs.  and  Miss,  88. 

Brewse,  Ifidor,  303. 

Bribery  at  elections,  448. 

Brigden.  Martha,  Rtchardson*s  daughter,  185. 

Brighthelmstone,  145.  684. 

Bristol,  inns  at,  511. 

Briston,  Caroline,  afterwards  Mrs.  Lytelton,  434. 

Britain,  ancient  state  of  little  known,  609. 

**  British  EssayisU,"  67. 

**  British  PoeU,"  BeU's  edition  of,  630. 

•*  British  Princes.**  quoted,  811. 

"  British  Synonimy.^*  Mrs.  Pioixi's.  806L 

Broadley.  Captain,  618. 

Brocklesby.  Dr.  Richard.  495l  716.  736. 776.  788.  801. 

.  his  kindness  and  UberaUty  to  J..  735. 740. 77&  788. 

— ,  Johnson's  letters  to.  737.  783. 
Brodhurst,  Mr..  Johnson's  play-fellow,  638. 
Brodie.  Alexander,  Esq.,  79.  394. 

.Mrs.  Sre Aston. 

Brook.  Lord,  416. 

.  Mr.  of  Townmaling.  188. 

Brooke,  Mr.,  author  of  "  GusUtus  Vasa,"  40. 

,  Mrs.,  author  of  "  Emily  Montague."  145. 

Brooks,  Mrs.,  the  actress,  316. 

or  rivulets,  580. 

Broome.  William,  the  poet,  647.    Johnson's  Life  of,  670. 

Brother  and  sister,  relation  of,  118. 

Brown,  Tom.  Johnson's  instructor  In  English.  7. 

.  dedicates  his  Spelling-book  "  to  the  Universe."  7. 

.  Rev.  Robert,  175.  593. 

"  Capability."  416.  635. 

Browne,  Dr.  John,  and  his  "  Estimate,"  890. 

,  Sir  Thomas.  Johnson's  Life  of.  18.  69,  70.  103.  109. 

His  style  imitated  by  Johoson,  70.  103.  988.     Fond  of 

Anglo-Saxon  diction,  7a    His  saying  of  devils,  694. 
,  Isaac  Hawkins,  Esq.,  314    443.  471.    HU  poem  "  D« 

Animl  Immorulitate."  814.    His  son,  764. 
Bruce.  Robert.  468. 

,  James,  the  Abyssinian  traveller,  308.  441. 

— .  Sir  John,  805. 

,  families.  303. 

Brumoy's  Greek  Theatres,  .88. 117. 

Brundusium.  Horace's  journey  to,  580. 

Brunet,  M.,  462. 

Brutes.  191.  261.  511. 

Bryant,  Jacob,  Ksq..  370.  794. 

Brydges,  Sir  Egerton,  183. 

Urydone,  Patrick,  his  "  Tour  through  Sicily."  446.  GI7. 

anil-mosaical  remark,  491 .  617. 
Buchan,  Earl,  275.    Anecdote  of,  838. 
Buchan's  Buller.  895. 896. 
Buchanan.  George.  156.  807.  881  719. 
"  Buck,"  nearlv  svnouvraous  with  "  dandy,"  324. 
BuckinKham,  Duke  of.  809.    His  '*  Rehearsal,"  77a 
— .  Marquis  of.  169.  888. 
Buckles,  shoe.  2^.9. 
— — .  Johnson's.  606. 
BudKell,  Eustace,  .'>5.  255.  981.  509. 
Bud  worth.  Rev.  Mr..  20.  84. 
Buflon.  Count  de.  342.  58a 
Lord.  481. 
>hnson,  770. 
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Ball-don.6ft8. 

BuUer  of  Buchan.  896. 896. 

,  Mrs.  645. 

Bunbury,  Sir  Charles.  436. 

,  Mrs.  140.  649. 

Bunymn's  "  Pilgrim's  Pro{ 

Buonaparte.  Napoleon, 

Burbridg^Hr.,  58. 

Burgess-dlket,  Johnson's,  at  Aberdeen,  898. 

Burgoyne,  General,  surrender  at  Saratoga,  617. 

Burial  Service.  789. 

Burke.  Right  Hon.  Edmond.  Anecdotes  o€,  and  mDaria 
upon.  88.  37.  71.  116.  186.  140. 141.  154.  158.  161.  161.  m 
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It."  116.  ••Vindication  of  Civil  Sooetr,-  lis. 
"  Essay  on  the  Sublime  and  Beautiful,"  205.  **  I>etfr  zo 
the  SheriiRi  of  Bristol."  557.  Johnson's  esclaaaix.  n 
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,  Mrs.,  164. 

— ^  Richard.  Edmund's  son,  731. 788. 

Burlamaqui,  478. 

Burlington.  Lord,  614. 
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— s  James.  887.  899.     See  Monboddo. 
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Butcher,  the  trade  of,  348. 
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448,449.  458L  498.  617.  641. 
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Buxton.  Jedediah.  the  extraordinary  calrulattor.  me. 
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,  Moore's  Life  of,  quoted,  439.  504. 

— — >,  Commodore,  8^. 


Cabbages.  486. 

CadeU,  Mr.,  the  bookseUer.  813.  434.  CIS.  47C 

Cadogan«  Dr.  William,  on  the  gout.  334, 3aA. 

Cain,  Lord  Byron's,  879. 

"  Calamities  of  Authors."  D'lsrwU's.  38. 

Calcraft.  Mr..  497. 

Calculators,  ordinary  intellect  of.  48a 

Calder,  Dr.  John,  849. 

"  Caliban  of  Literature."  epitbei  applied  Co  I 

Callaula,  his  exclamation,  591 

"  Called."  phenomenon  of  hci 

CalUmachus,  merits  of.  656. 

Calumny,  or  ridicule.  Johnson's  indtArvncr  v«v 

Cambrioge.  Richard  Owen.  Esq..  451.  oi  \7^.  ; 

-.— ,  Unlvprsitv.  185.    Johnson's  vistt  to.  KT. 

Camden,  Charles  Pratt,  first  Earl,  435.  6u}. 

Cimden^s  "  Remains."  fl98.  789. 

Cameron.  Dr.  Archibald,  his 

Camerons.  family  of  the.  367. 

Campbell,  Hon.  Archibald,  IW).  818. 

a  Middle  State,"  389.  769.    SoM* 

.  Lord  Neil.  389. 

,  Colonel  Sir  Archibald.  613. 

^Rev.   Dr.   Thomas,   IV.  377.  448^  44C  4C 

"  Philosophical  Surrey  of 
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CuBpbell,  Dr.  John,  1S9.  142.  182.  191.  SIS.  S60.485.  517. 

HU  '*  FoUlicil  Surrey,*'  3n.  4M.  794. 
— ,  R«T.  John,  minister  of  Kippen,  182. 

,  Monco.  who  ibot  Lord  Bgllntoun,  196.  H6. 

General.  358. 

Mr.,  e  porter,  188. 

Mr.,  Ikdor  to  the  Duke  of  Argyle,  88.  S73.  a8a  888. 

,  Colonel  Mure,  &33. 

"  Candide,"  of  Voltaire,  IIS.  11&  617. 

Candour,  Johnton't,  721. 739. 

Canning,  Right  Hon.  George,  on  Ptibllo  Education,  498. 

**  CanoDt  of  CriUdtni,"  Edwards's,  86. 

Cant,  the  mind  to  be  cleared  of,  731. 

Canus,  Melcbior,  a  Spanish  Dominican,  461. 

Cap«l.  Edward,  Preface  to  hia  Shakspeare,  656. 

Caracioll,  Marquia,  author  of  Ganganettl'i  Letten,  592. 

Caractacus,  442. 

Card-piaTing.  200.  405.  601. 501. 

C«rdan,  his  mode  of  composing  his  mind,  553. 

Cardrots,  Lord,  aftenrards  Earl  of  Bnchan,  238. 

Cirrlefs,  Mrs.,  Johnson's  first  loTe,  488. 703. 

*•  Careless  Husband."  Clbber't.  444. 

Carrleuoeu,  661 . 

Carhampton,  Lord,  253. 

Carleton.  Captain,  bis  **  Memoirs,"  774 

Carlisle,  Frederick,  fifth  earl  of.  506. 691. 

,  Johnson's  opinion  of  hU  **  Father's  Retcnge."  743. 

,  Mr.,  of  Limekilns,  374. 

(  arniarthen.  Lord,  443. 

Carmichael.  Miss,  670. 

(\iroline,  Queen,  461. 

Carr.  Sir  William,  996. 

Carre,  Rer.  Mr.,  his  ^  Sermons,"  271,  272. 

r.irruthers'  Highland  Note  Book,  808. 

(  ar»tare«'  **  Stato  Papers."  342. 

Carte,  Thomas,  his  ''^Life  of  the  Duke  of  Ormond,**  367. 

Carter,  Dr.  Nicholas,  34. 

,  Mr.,  434. 

Mrs.  Elisabeth.  16. 34.  89, 40. 43. 48. 80.  62.  63.  65.  163. 

181.  5S0.  645.  731.  766.  contributee  to  the  "Rambler." 
G.1.    Johnson's  letter  to,  101.    Her  character  of  Johnaon, 
7?H. 
Carteret.  John.  Lord,  aflervaida  Earl  OriBTillc,  216. 362. 
Cirtliage.  722. 
C.irthu»ians,  order  of,  480L 
C'lrtw right,  Dr.  Edmund,  memoirs  of.  60l« 
C\fcados,  424. 

C.i«imir,  Odeto  Pope  Urban,  81. 
C.t*t  of  Johnson.  Nollekens',666.  668. 
Ca^tiKlione,  **  U  Corteggiano,"  on  good  brecdhig.  369. 
Ca*tsorm«i,683. 
C'aC.  Jobnson^s,72SL 

<  '»tcot,  George,  the  pewterer  of  Bristol.  610. 
Cat  heart,  Charlea,  ninth  Earl,  472. 613. 
Catherine  Street,  Tatero,  343. 

"  CathoMcon,"  466. 

Catu,  learnt  Greek  at  an  adranccd  age,  680. 

.  Addison's,  601.     Soliloquy,  836. 

<:ator.  Mr.  John,  762. 767. 
C.iulfleld,  Mils,  626. 

t  '.i  V  c,  Mr.  Edward,  character  and  aaeedoCet  of,  23L  K  32.  B4. 
.«.«.  43.  44.  46.  47,  48.  48.  66,  66.  84.  101.  121.  289.  241.  604. 
Hi>i.  Johnson's  letters  to,  23.  29.  32.  34.  88,39.  46,  47. 
I.  ttin  verses  addressed  to,  31.  Letter  to  Richardson  re- 
ft|  41  ting  the  **  Rambler."  65.    "  Life"  bjr  Johnaon,  84. 

. ,  Jutrph,  brother  of  Edward,  101, 102, 103. 

<;avid(>r  CAfde,  301,  302. 

.  I-ord,  302 

(  awtton.  Mr.  Windham*!  lerrant,  807. 

(  • .  il.  (;olanel.  64.  241. 

*•  (  '-tiltV'  Miss  Bnmeir's.  732. 

(  vrtaititles.  small,  the  bane  of  men  of  talcntf.  438. 

f  halnirrt.  George,  Esq.,  45. 

,  Alexander.  V.tq^  54.  63.  66, 66, 67, 68. 71.  82.  121.  184, 

I IV   20».  212.  222.  24d.  253. 
-    — ,  hlf  Lesson  in  Biograpbj,  797.  838. 
(  h  tm  of  Literature^  118. 
<  ti  imt>erlain,  Mrs.  439. 
i  Karaberlayne,  Her.  Mr.,  760. 

.  Edward,  Esq..  686. 

CM  ambers,  proposals  for  hit  Dictionary,  69.  682.    Johnson's 
ftt ylr  foanded  partly  upon  that  of,  69. 

Sir  Robert,90.  181.189.  193.266,266.  268l  298.  411.  418. 

MU.  (176,  677.    Johnson's  character  of.  676.    Letter  to,  M>. 

,  Lady  and  Miss,  411. 

.  .Sir  William,  bis  "  Chinese  Architecture,**  720.  **  Ori- 

« tital  Gardening,"  826.  **  Herolck  EpUtle**  to.  quoted,  336. 

—  -,  Catherine.  Jchnsoni  roald'Mrrant,  113. 115. 197. 
.  Mr.  Bobert,  2U5.  270.  278.  283.  2A9.  300.  806.  342.  383. 

(   h.miier,  Anthony,  Eio.,  163.  298.  445.  521.  684.  667.  5W.634. 

<  baiuploa,'*  aperiodlcalp^ier,61. 
[  h  titrrllors,  how  chosen.  282. 

-  <  hanoea,**  the,  a  comedy,  2B7. 
h^tixlier.  Dr.  Samuel,  46. 

t.  ^iidler.  Dr.  Blchard,483.    Hia  •<  Travek."  467. 
.^itaiitrcy,  668. 
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Chapel.  Dr., 

Chapone.  Hester,  Johnaon*!  letter  to,  743.    See  Mulao. 

Character,  Infiuenoe  of.  616. 

Character!,  firft  Instance  of  delineation  oC  664. 

^— ,  how  hiatoriana  should  draw,  636. 

,  showing  only  the  bright  lide  of,  671. 

.  extraordinanr,  generally  exaggerated.  484. 

,  Johnaon's  delight  in  drawing,  834. 

Charade,  Johnson's,  on  Dr.  Barnard,  722. 

Charing  Cross,  443. 

Charity.  Christian,  757.    Judicious  distribution  of.  394. 

.  Johnson  s.  127.  183.  394.  A70.  632.  697. 770.  834.  836. 

Charlemont,  Earl  of.  257, 298, 643.  680.  Hardy'a  Life  of.  88. 
Charles  the  First,  72.  250  38a  464. 

,  the  Second.  151.  444.  448.  464.  484.  667. 

Edward,  Prince.     Sfe  Pretender, 
the  Fifth,  celebrates  his  own  obsequies.  678. 
the  Twelfth,  of  Sweden,  46.  685. 
Charlotte,  Queen,  184. 
Charlton,  Dr.,  741. 
Charms,  belief  in,  317. 
Cha^Uty,  192.  334.    First  fanale  virtue,  636. 
c:hatelet.  460. 

Chatham,  William,  Eari  of,  37.  68.  181.  344.  254.436l  617.769. 
Chatsworth,  415.  564.  784. 
Chatterton,  Thomas,  his  poons,  610.  701. 
Chaucer.  3». 

Chemistry,  Johnaon's  fondness  for,  40, 634.  657.  738. 
Chester.  417. 
Cheaterfleld.  Philip  Dormer  Stanhope,  fourth  Earl  of,  a  46. 

56.67.  61.68.  84.85.86,87.88.  93.  148.149.  152.  158.  184. 

217.  223.  249.  282.  297.  ZOU.  345.   362.  430.  440.  446. 

630.  641.  d!>S,  616w   629.  641,  642.  680.  696.  715.  774. 

leged  neglect  of  Johnson,  245.     His  papers    In    " 

World."   86.     Johnson's   celebrated  letter  to,  86. 

**  Letters  to  his  Son."  character  of,  87.  440. 444. 446. 611. 
Cheraller,  the,  309. 310.  318.  32& 
Chevey  Chase,  638. 
Cheyne,  Dr.  George,  his  "  English  Malady,"  14.  622.    His 

"  Treatise  on  Health,"  609.    His  rule  of  conduct,  313. 
Cheynel,  Francis,  Johnson's  Life  of,  878. 
Chiesley  of  Dairy,  342. 
Children,  treatment  and  education  of,  6.  8. 15.  164.  206.  »5. 

33&  469.  608.  687.  628.  661.    Johnson's  fondness  for,  722. 

,  old  men's,  6. 

China,  wall  of,  686.    Chinese  i*ngt««g>  $|  i . 
"  Choice  of  Difficulties,'*  811. 
Choisi.  Abb6  de.  609. 
Chobnondeley.  G.  J.,  Esq.,  779. 

.  Hon.  and  Rev.  George.  349.    Mrs.,  349.  603. 66a  740. 

Christian,  Rev.  Mr.,  191. 

"  Christian  Hero,'*  Steele*s.  484. 

Christian  charity.  757. 

religion,  evidences  of,  135.  137.  147.  152.  166.  84a 

faith,  liable  to  be  disturbed.  733. 

Christianity,  the  hlgtiest  perfection  of  humanity.  181 . 

,  the  atonement,  the  great  article  of,  292. 657.  694.  841. 

Christiana,  the  differences  among,  657. 
Christ's  satUfaction.292.841. 
Chudleigh,  Hist,  56. 
Church,  the  satisfaction  of  meetins  at,  688. 

—  of  England,  ecclesiastical  disdplUM  oi;  766. 
*.->  architecture,  481. 

~.— ,  patronage,  259. 

—  property,  confiscated,  711. 

Churchill,  Charles,  the  poet,  36. 133. 166. 171.671.  Hlssatlr* 
on  Johnson,  107.  138.  Johnson's  opinion  of,  142. 

Churton,  Rev.  Ralph.  264. 729.  764.  819. 

Cibber,  Coliey.  43.  63.  60,  67,  68.  84.  136.  190.  90a  261.  866. 
405.  386.  438.  448.  504.  606.  516.  665,  666.  584.  741. 

—',  his  Apology.  206.  616. 

.  Theophllus,  his  "  Lives  of  the  Poeta,"  07. 604. 633. 

■       .  Mrs.,  304. 

Cicero,  461.  His  defence  of  lawyers,  189. 

.-~-,  his  character  of  Appius  applied  to  Johnson,  791. 

**  Citisen  of  the  World.'*  Goldsmith*!.  140. 

Clanrannald,  Captain,  ballad  in  honour  of  him,  164. 

Clans,  order  of  the  Scottish.  410. 

Clapp,  Mrs.,  216. 

Clare,  Robert  Nugent,  Lord,  222. 601 . 

Clarendon,  Lord.  202,  176.  616.    HU  History.  97.  367.  Hla 
!tyle,82.6   Manuscripts,  476. 

Claret,  characterised  by  Johnson.  609. 627.  680. 

"  Qariaaa  lUrlowe,"  Ti.  MN.  663.  83a   **  Index"  to,  73. 

,  preCsce  to,  written  by  Dr.  Warburton.  83. 

Clark,  Alderman  Richard,  610.  Johnson*!  leCtcr  to,  747. 

,  Mr^  his  pamphlet  on  Osslan.  745. 

Clarke,  Dr.  Samuel,  136.  210.     His  works 
135.  mr.    His  "  Semoo!,"  679. 806. 811. 

^— ,  Godfyey,  229. 

Claxton.  Mr..  260. 

Clenard,  Nicholas,  hb  Greek  GraBmar,68a 

"  C:ieone."  Dodsley's  tragedy  of,  113.  66a 

"  Cleontce,"  Hoole's  pUy  oi;417. 

Clephane.  M.  M.,  Marchionesa  of  Korthamptun,  364. 

Clergv  .  2U.  237,  238.  302.  640.  698.  6S8. 

.^,  their  preaching  not  HrfBdently  pteiB.  16a  US. 
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Cli^rgy.  not  sufBdently  aeqaainted  with  their  parlihiooen. 
319.  English,  350. 

— ,  Scottish.  328  293.  350. 

,  Irikh.  330. 

— ,  jollity  of,  offensiTe,  $79. 

,  drcM  of,  should  be  in  character,  €79. 

Clergrman,  Addison's  portrait  of,  €79. 

I       »  Johnson's  model  or,  679. 

,  Ills  letter  to  a  young,  Q!i\ . 

Clerk,  Sir  Philip  Jennings.  680. 

Clerke,  Lady,  of  Pennycuick,  329. 

Clermont,  Lsidy.  646. 

ClcTeland,  Duchess  of,  151. 

Climate.  244. 

Clive,  Robert,  first  Lord.  609.  615.  635. 

.  Mrs.,  123.  304.  65&  741. 

Clothes,  fine,  494. 

Club.  Iry-lane,  formed  by  Johnson,  58. 107.  745.  758. 

.Literary,  founded  bv  Re>'nolds,  163. 177,  I7l!(.  3.'i7.  2C3. 

299.  436.  445.  538,  529.  K32.  537.  573.  690.  646.  663.  681.  771. 

,  Boar's  Head,  348. 

-^,  Queen's  Arms',  682. 

.  Old  Street,  730. 758. 

,  Essex  Head,  746. 

— — ,  Enmelian,  798. 

— — ,  Johnson's  deOnithm  of  a,  746. 

**  Clubable  Man,"  746. 

Coachmakers'  Hall,  684. 

Coarse  raillery,  Johnson's  powers  of,  662. 

Cobb,  Mrs.,  5.  193. 197.  224.  415. 490. 632.    Account  of,  639. 

Cobham,  Lord,  1G9.  614. 

Cock-lane  ghost,  138.  565. 

Cocker's  Arithmetic,  308. 

Cohausen,  477. 

Coin,  exportation  of,  688. 

Coke,  Lord,  233. 

Col,  Island  of.  36S,  364.  365. 369. 

— ^  Donald  Maclean,  the  young  Laird  of,  394.  399.  350.  358, 
358. 368. 365. 867.  371.  378. 373.  378, 37?.  380.  43G.  4CS).  471. 

i»— ,  Montroee's  letters  to  the  Laird  of.  368. 

Colbome,  the  ralcnlating  boy,  480. 

Colchester,  169. 

Colds.  191.  860. 

Cole,  Mr.,  of  Norton  Street,  881 . 

Colebrooke,  Sir  George,  465. 

Coliseum,  Johnson's  mind  compared  to  the,  31 1. 

College  Tutor,  838. 

Collier,  Jeremy,  759. 

— ,  Dr.  of  the  Coramont,  619. 

.  Captain  Sir  George,  161. 

Collins,  WiUiaro,  the  poet,  40.  88.  90,  91. 108. 130.  457. 
'"  Collyer  Joel,"  106. 

Colman,  George,  Esq..  sen.,  €5. 123.347,  248.  351.  896.  436. 
511.  681.  525.  604.  657. 660. 

hU  "  Odes  to  Obscurity  and  Oblivion,"  442. 
his  imitation  of  Johnson's  style,  796. 
George,  Esq.,  Jan.,  his  **  Random  Records  **  quoted,  51 1. 
Colquhoun,  Sir  James  and  Lady  Helen.  391 . 
Colson,  Rer.  John,  Mr.  Walmesley's  letter  to,  27. 68. 
Colville,  Lady,  Dowager,  399. 401. 402. 
Combermere,  417. 

Commandmeot,  the  ninth,  modes  of  reading,  51  • 
Commentaries  on  the  Bible,  518. 
Commerce,  449. 

Commerce  and  Literature  to  be  anlted,  837. 
Common  Prayer  Book.  768. 
Commons,  House  of.  €8& 
Communion  of  Saints,  761 . 
Communitrof  goods,  doctrine  of,  868. 
Company,  767.  Cause  of  J<riinson*s  fondncM  for,  48. 
Comparisons,  176. 731. 
Compassion,  Johnson's,  758.  834w 
Complaints.  664.  715. 
Coroplimenu,  303.  458.  548.  6ia  619. 
Composition.  658. 657.  658.    Happy  moments  for,  875. 
— — ,  Johnson's  adrioe  respecting,  385. 

,  his  extraordinary  powers  of,  16.  60.  69.  63.  IlSk  177. 

38&  299.  445.  508. 613.  604. 
"Compositor,"  The. 770. 

Compton,  Rer.  James,  a  Benedictine  his  cooTerslon,  737. 
Condamine's  account  of  the  savage  girl,  299. 
Cond^.  Prince  of,  462.  466. 
Conilescension,  655. 
Conduct,  gradations  In,  679. 
Confession,  310.  489. 
•*  Confessions,"  Rousseau's,  175, 17& 
Confinement,  586. 

"Cong6d'elire,"ni.  , 

Congreve,  W.  the  poet,  304.  807.  557.  Johnson's  *'  Life"  of, 

647.  678. 
•^,  Rev.  Charles,  Johnson's  schoolfellow,  8.  304. 488.  494. 
Conjugal  infidelity,  192.  636. 
"  Connoisseur,"  The,  143. 
ConsUble,  Lord  High,  of  Scotland,  296. 
Colli clence  and  shame  contrasted,  883. 
Const.  Francis.  Esq..  499. 
ConsUtutloD,  the  British,  488. 


ConstmetlTq  treaaon,  688. 

Contentment,  576. 

Contradiction,  629. 

^— .  Johnson's  spirit  of.  495.  602.  514.  546.  mi . 

ConTcrsation.  111.451.  483.493.  518.  578.  G06.  G63.  GTO.  CBl. 

718.719.757. 
— — ,  the  happiest  Und  of,  450. 

,  and  talk,  distinction  between.  719. 

,  Lord  Bacon's  precept  for.  738. 

— ,  questioning,  not  the  proper  mode  of.  493.  585l 

,  Johnson's  great  powere  of,  691. 603.  6'iS».  ^0.  e&8. 7U. 

Conversions,  310.  572.  596. 
Convicts.  566. 767. 
Convocation  of  the  clergy,  158. 
Convulsions,  Johnson  dieted  with,  34.  41. 
ConvenU,  183.  175.  383l  480. 
Conway,  Lady,  333. 

,  Walpole's  letters  to,  184. 86S.  489. 

.Castle,  431. 428. 

Cook.  CapUln  James.  496.     His  **  Voyages.  7U. 
Cooke,  Thomas,  the  tr«:islator  of  ^  Hesiod,"  274. 

,  his  speech  on  presenting  Foote  to  a  dub,  ^4. 

.  anecdote  respecting  him,  Johnson,  and  Gairicic,  MS. 

Cookery,  878. 

,  Johnson's  opinion  of  French.  160     Alftcted  ia,  391. 

Books  of,  should  be  on  pblloeophlcal  principle  69^ 

,  Glass's,  written  by  i>r.  HUl,  593. 

Cooper.  John  Gilbert,  author  of  the  **  Life  of  Socrates,** 

dlspara^ng  mention  of,  319. 544. 655. 
— ,  Sir  Grey.  323. 
Coote,  Sir  Eyre,  303. 304. 
Copy.monev,  in  Italy,  first  paid  to  Baretti,  548. 
Cop/right,  149.  386. 
Corbett,  Mr.  Andrew,  IS. 
Corelli.  the  singer,  444. 
Coriat,  Tom,  338. 
"  Coriat.  Junior,"  Paterson's .  838. 
Cork  and  Orrery,  Hamilton,  sixth  Bari  ot^  819.  535. 
^—,  Edmund,  teventh  Earl  of,  645. 699. 
— ,  Mary  Monkton.  Countess  of,  645.  C89. 
— -,  new  letter  to  the  editor,  646. 
Com  Laws,  330. 

Comey,  Bolton,  editor  of  Goldsmith,  174. 
Comeille,  Pierre,  378.  66a 
Cornish  fishermen,  680. 
Corporations  and  borou^.  455. 
Corpulency,  789. 

'*  Corrichatachin,"  Mr.  McKlnnon  of.  314. 315.  333. 
Corsica,  175. 179. 189. 199. 191, 199.  302.  367. 
**  Cortegglano  "  of  CastigUone,  on  good  breeding,  3SS. 
Corydus  Senex,  715. 
CotUges  in  Skie  described,  358. 
Cotterel,  Admiral.  79.    Miss,  79. 13Sc  189.  385. 
Cotton,  Sir  Lynch  Salnabury,  417.    Sir  Bobert   Sahsshiwy. 

417.  vOo. 

,  Mr.  and  Mrt.,  afterwards  Sir  Bobert  and  Lady,  417. 4U. 

419.  658. 
— .  Robert,  Esq.,  418. 

Coulson.  Rev.  Mr.,  of  Univenlty  College,  S7. 4S5.  457. 
"  Council"  of  Trent,  39.  38. 
"  Counseller  Van,"  a  rock  oo  the  Wye.  117. 
Counting,  the  good  of,  725. 
Country  gentlemen,  343.  896, 399. 315.  656.  718. 

life,  887.  553.  579.  581 .  606.  616.  77C. 

Courage,  443.  585. 609. 637. 

— -,  Johnson's,  879i 

Court,  attendants  on  a.  described,  HI. 

of  Seuton  In  Scotland,  403.  428. 

Courtenay,  John,  Esq..  768. 828. 830. 

,  his  '*  Poetical  Beview  '*  quoted,  14.  70. 106. 116. 409. 423. 

-^,  his  description  of  Sir  Joshua's  table.  519. 
Courting  the  acquaintance  of  the  great,  37. 175. 
Courtown,  Lord,  456. 
Courts  of  Germany,  mannen  best  learnt  at,  859. 

martial,  6hS. 

Coveriey,  Sir  Roger  de,  454. 

Cow,  Boswell's  skill  In  imitating  a,  402. 

Cowardice,  606. 

Cowdray,^pular  tuperatition  respecting,  711. 

Cowlev,  Benedlcthie  prior,  460. 

,  the  poet,  69.  81.  310. 881. 885  508.  S78.     Life  oC  CB6. 

Cowper,  William,  15.  73.  460. 505. :  his  Homer.  609. 

,  Eari,  libel  on,  499. 

Cox,  771. 

Coxcombs,  319. 

Coxeter,  Thomas,  171.  547. 

Crabbe,  Rev.  George.  460.   His  **  Village,**  74& 

Cradock,  Jos.,  anecdotes  of  Johnson.  908.  479i  506.  S08.  SBU 

Craggs,  secretary,  333.   The  two,  48. 

Craiff.  Mr.,  the  architect,  885.  618. 

Craiiburne,  Lady,  647. 

Cranflelds,  170. 

Cranmer,  Archbishop,  458. 

Cranston,  Mr.  David,  405. 

Craiitor,  the  philosopher,  exclamation  of,  90 

Crashaw,  Richard^  his  **  Bpigranmata  Sacra,**  506. 

Craster,  Mr.,  79. 
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Cranford,  Mr.,  Johnioa'i  aniwer  to,  837. 

Craven,  LAdT.  501.  64«.  647. 

'*  CreatioD/^Blackmore'i,  811. 

Credulity.  879. 999.  616.   Johaion*t,  608 

CriH-ds,  302. 

Crichton,  Robert,  Lord  Sanquhar,  997. 

•*  Critical  Rerlew,"  139.  IfiS.  186.  904.  508. 551. 

Criticism,  358.  634, 625.  645. 

— — ,  a  curious  one  of  Johnsoo'c,  190. 

,  example*  of  true,  205. 

Croft,  Kev.  Herbert,  650.  "  Life  of  Young.**  673.  **  Love 
and  Madnets."  720. 

.^.-,  his  strle  described  hy  Burke.  678. 

,  singular  advice  to  a  pupil,  766. 

Croker.  Rer.  Temple  Henry,  translator  of  **  Ariotto.**  139. 

-^  Alley.  580.    Colonel,  of  Ballingard.  580. 

Crompton,  Mr.,  24. 

Cromwell,  44.    Johnson  designs  to  write  his  life,  787. 

.  Noble's  •'  Memoirs  "  of,  738. 

Crosbie,  Mr.  Andrew,  270L  277.  456.  937. 

**  Cross  readlnr^,"  Caleb  Wbitefoord's  diTertlng,  770. 

Crouch,  Mrs..  733. 

Crou8.u's  "  Examen  **  of  Pope's  •*  Essay  on  Man,**  39. 47. 

Crown,  its  power,  Z36.    Influence  of,  iu  Fariiament,  216. 

"  Crudities,"  Coriat'a,  238. 

Cruikshanks.  Mr.,  the  surgeon,  195i  731.  Letters  to,  739.  787. 

Crusoe,  Robinson,  461. 

Crutchley,  Jeremiah,  Esq.,  752. 

Cuchlllen's  well,  351. 

Cucumbers,  364. 658. 

**  Cui-bono  *'  man,  690. 

Cuillin,  the  mountains,  34!^. 

Cullen,  Dr.  William,  230.  277. 455.  551.  749. 

— ,  Mr.,  afterwards  Lord  Cullen,  230.  277.  536L  566. 

Culloden,  battle  of,  329.  455. 

Culrntsie,  384.    Laird  of,  384. 

Cumberland,  William,  Duke  of,  420.  455. 

~^  Duchess  of,  253. 

,  Richard.  28.  230. 821.  507.  794.  "  Odes,**  608.  ••  Wal- 
loons,*' 706. 

^— ,  character  of  Sir  Fretful  Plagiary  intended  for  hira,  248. 

,  his  mode  of  study,  581. 

— ,  his  conTcrsation  described,  794. 

,  his  lines  descriptive  of  Johnson's  character, 

Cumming,  Tho:nas,  the  Quaker,  295,  296.  343l  729. 

Cuningham,  Sir  John,  394. 

Cunning,  337. 

Cunningham,  P.,  E8q.,oontribntea  notes  to  this  edition,  xxir. 
9.  28.  32.  43,  44.  48.  60.  86.  lOtf.  128.  136.  137.  142. 152.  174. 
184.  215.  318.  222.  248.  274. 349.  356.  363.  367.  385.  410.  430. 
439.  443.  448.  4M.  462.  465.  504.  506.  610.  513.  554.  668.  673. 
605.  C30.  699.  720.  733.  740. 

Ciiper's  Gardens,  866. 

Curates,  salaries  of,  540. 

"  Curi€)sities  of  Dterature,"  D'lsraeli'f,  669. 

Curiosity,  22. 

Curl,  41. 

Cur  ran,  John  Pbllpot,  489. 

Currants,  725. 

Cust,  Francis  Cockajne.  51,  63. 

Cutt«,  Lady,  Atterbury's  Sermon  on,  573. 

••  Cyder,'*  Philip's,  288. 

"  Cypres*  Orove,"  Drummond  of  Hawthomdan's,  832. 

Dacier,  Madame,  her  **  Homer.**  609. 

*'  Da*monology,"  King  James's,  627. 

Daile,  •*  On  the  Fathers,"  366. 

Dale,  Mrs.,  416. 

Dalcn,  Olans  too,  ** History  of  Sweden**  recommended, 831. 

DaUa<,  Miss,  291. 

Dalrymple,  Sir  Darid.     see  Hailes. 

,  Sir  John,  349.  258. 403,  404. 

— — ,  hi«  discoveries  respecting  Russell  and  Sydney,  219. 

,  Johnson's  burlesque  of  his  style,  404. 

,  Lady  Margaret, Countess  of  Loudon,  394. 

Dalsel,  .Andrew,  Greek  professor  at  Edinburgh,  795. 

Damer,  Hon.  John,  628. 

Dance.  Mr.,  the  architect,  232. 

DMncing,  advocated  by  Johnson,  300. 680. 

"  Dandy,"  324. 

Danes,  the,  741.  Danish  colony,  386.    Fort,  318. 

Dantoo,  249. 

D'Arblay,  Madame.    Ste  Bumey,  Frances. 

Darippe,  Captain,  307. 

Darius,  shade  of,  659. 

Darteneuf.  Charles,  484. 

Dartmouth.  Lord,  446. 

Darwin,  Dr.,  dislike  between  Johnson  and,  415 

Dash  wood.  Lady,  637. 

Dating  letters,  a  laudable  habit,  645. 

D'Avenant,  Sir  William,  236. 

David  and  Music,  838. 

Davies,  Mr.  Thomas,  the  actor  and  bookseller,  character  and 

anecdotes  of,  133.  144.  158. 165.  168. 194,  195.  'i06.  847.  264. 

410.  430.  443.  444,  445.  457.  570,  571.  579.  657,  658. 

,  •'  Life  of  Garrick,**  7.  61. 651.    Letters  to,  735. 787. 

— ,  Churchiir«  sarciam  on  bis  acting,  133. 


Davlcs,  bis  «*  Pretty  Wife,*'  183. 165. 736. 787. 

Dawklns,  Henry,  Esq.,  695. 

Day.  labourers,  wages  of,  716. 

Dead,  legal  redress  for  libels  on  the  character  of,  499. 

— ^  language,  on  writing  verses  in,  454. 

Deaf  and  dumb,  Mr.  Brojd wood's  academy  for,  403. 

Deaftiess,  Johnson's,  836. 

Deane,  Rev.  Richard,  "  On  the  ftiture  Life  of  Brutes.**  101. 

Death,  55. 112.  116.  206.  311.  234.  322.  331.  374.  402.  545,  .H6, 

647.  695.  601.  707, 708.  733.  742.  748.  763. 756. 763, 764.  798. 
— — ,  reileciioos  on  a  violent.  113. 
—— ,  Southwell's  stansas  upon,  430. 
—^.preparation  for,  374. 
Death-bed  resentments.  346. 

•"—  repentance,  J.'s  opinion,  and  Dr.Wltbarf  a  book  on,  350. 
Debates.  Johnson's,  32.  44.  45.  804. 
Debt,  misery  of  being  in,  707. 
Debts,  117.686. 

Deception,  reprobation  of,  83.5. 
"  Decline  and  Fall.'*  Gibbon's.  484. 
Dedications,  354.  363.  531.    Readiness  to  write,  173. 
— -  and  prefisces,  by  Johnson,  and  remarks  on,  48.  66^  24. 

83.  99.  106.  119.  131.  124.  180.  158.  172. 179. 181.  187.  246. 

254.  343  365.  531. 
Deflnitions,  5. 97.  273.  378. 399.  678.  603. 606.  612.  614. 
De  Foe,  Daniel,   invents  the  story  of  Mrs.  Veal's  ghost, 

234.    His  '*  Robinson  Crwoe,"  585. 
Degeneracy  of  mankind  disputed,  251. 
Degrees.  Johnson's,  37. 275.  A.  M.  Oxon.,  91.  LL.D.  Dub- 
lin, 168.    D.QL.  Oxon,  441. 
De  Groot,  Isaac,  Johnson's  kindness  for,  636. 
Deist,  88.  174. 

Delanr,  Dr.,  hit  "  Obserratlons  on  Swift,'*  345.  .579.  667. 
Dfhip.  Rev.  Dr.,  180. 
Delay,  danger  of,  113- 
Delicacy,  834. 
Delitescense,  838. 
Demetrius,  60.    Deroocritns,  688. 
**  Dfmonax,"  character  applied  to  Johnson,  6G6. 
Demosthenes,  45.  168.  249. 
Dempster,  George,  Esq.,  139.  148. 151.  507.    Miss,  449. 

his  letter  to  BosweU  on  Johnson's  **  Journey,"  405.  431. 

Denbigh,  418. 

Denina,  "  Discorso  della  Letteratura,**  169. 

Denmark,  Queen  of,  260. 

Dennis,  John,  his  critical  works  worth  collecting,  507. 

Departed  spirito,  appearance  of,  116.  138l  665. 756. 

"  Drpcditation,"  Foote's.  305. 

Depression  of  spirits,  treatment  of,  28. 

Derby,  China  manufactory  at,  549. 

^,Rev.  J.,  483.531. 

_— ,  Countess  of,  388.  390. 

Derrick,  Samuel,  Esq.,  85.  131.  184.  165.  346.  622.  721.  735. 

His  "  Letters."  301. 
Descriptions  contrast  with  realities,  303.  809.  723. 
"  Deserted  Village."  258.    Johunon's  share  in,  174. 
Desmoolins,  Mrs.,  4.  12.  14,20.  79.  228.  670.  697.  620.  634.626. 

654.  684.  736.  746.   John.  801.  841, 143. 845. 
Despotic  governments,  591. 
Devaynes.  John,  Esq.,  754. 
Devil,  printer's,  686. 
Devonshire,  William,  Duke  ot,  167. 657.    His  dogged  vera- 

dty,  626. 

,  Georglna  Duchess  of,  634. 

Devotion,  733. 

**  Dialogues  of  the  Dead,"  Lvttleton*s,484. 673. 

,  two  bv  Reynolds,  in  imitation  of  Johnson,  601. 

Diamond,  Mr.,  78. 
Diary,  Johnson's,  235.  280. 

,  the  utility  of  keeping  one,  148.  251. 573. 716. 

"  Diary  of  a  Lover  of  Literature,*'  Mr,  Gueoe's,  446. 

Dibdin,  Mr.  Charles,  212. 

Dick,  Sir  Alexander,  378. 401.  403.  536. 725.  748. 

,  letter  to  Johnson  on  the  effect  of  his  "  Journey,**  63}. 

,  the  king's  messenger,  331. 

*'  Dictionary."  Johnson's,  54.  56.  67,  58.  84,  85.  89,  90, 91. 93, 

93.  94,  96.  96,  97,98.99,  100.  IOC)    109.  128.  151.225.230, 

246,  947.  264. 278.  293  358.  479.  631, 632.  612.  636.  655. 
.  first  published,  96.    Wilkes's  Jeu  d'esprit  on,  98.    Gar- 

rick's  epigram  on,  99.    Johnson's  profiu  bv,  100.  Epitome 

of,  103.    Felicity  with  which  the  examples  are  selected. 

757.    Particulars  as  to  the  practical  compilation  of,  58. 827. 
Dido  722. 

"  Dtjfictle  nt  ffroprie,**  &c.  of  Horace  explained,  616. 819. 
Dilatoriness.  Johnson's,  665. 
Dilly.  Edward,  260.  965.  441. 444. 476.  614. 691.  Stc.  615. 617. 

631.633.687.692.693. 

,  his  letter  to  BosweU  on  '*  The  Lives  of  the  Poets,"  630. 

— ,  letter  rols-addressod  to,  636. 
-^,  Squire,  692. 

,  Charles,  692. 747. 

Dinely,  Goodyere,  Sir  John,  275.  I 

Dining-Ubles,  Macleod's,  345. 

Dinners,  160.  512. 

Diogenes  Laertius.  693.  660. 

Diploma,  J.'s  as  Burgess  of  Aberdeen.  293.     See  Degrees. 

Dirleton's  Doubts.    Lord  Hardwlcke's  opinion  of,  663. 
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.  Ht<nrr.  li  riiit  Britiik 

i    -    .,  «r.   .M.v 


j  Stoiij.  ^". 
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BphfniCon,  Arehblthop,  993. 

,  James,  4.  6.^.  7ft.  182.  248.  S54.  433  6K. 

,  bU  edition  of  the  **  Rambler,"  69. 71 . 

,  hli  trnnslitton  of  Bfartial.  65.  582. 

—— ,  Johnsoir^  character  of,  237. 

.^  JohniOD'ii  letters  to,  66. 

Elrington,  Bishop,  69.  107.  149.  159l  186,  187.  902. 210. 725. 

760 
"  ElTlra.**  Mallet's  tragedj  of.  139. 
ElwaU.  E.,  the  heretic,  234.  262. 
EmlgratioD,  271.  2H8.  333.  859.  368.  573. 
Emmet,  Mrs.,  the  actress,  490. 
Emphasis  in  reading  the  9th  commandment,  51. 
Emplorment.  554. 

or  wealth,  715. 

Emnlatlon.  296. 

Enghieo,  Duke  d*,  462. 

**  England's  Panussus.**  538. 

BuKluh  and  Dutch  languages  radically  the  same,  575. 661. 

'*EDglUh  Ifaladjr."  Chcyne's,  522. 

English  bar.  766.  clergy,  350.  merchant,  169. 

.drama 741.  743. 

EogUshmen,  their  reserve  towards  strangers,  721. 

and  Frenchmen  compared,  57.  218. 581.  659. 

— — ,  and  Scotchmen  compared,  270.  658. 
EotaiJi,  296.  472.  475.  477.  479. 

.  Johnson's  Letters  on.  472, 473, 474, 475. 

RDTjr,  SI.  134. 137.  58&  COO.  662. 
Kpictetus,  83. 

Epigram.  Johnson's,  to  Mrs.  Carter,  40. 
<-^  on  George  the  Second,  43. 

—  0d  Lauram  Parituram,  47. 
^•^y  ad  Rieardum  Savage,  49. 

,  Garrick's,  on  Johnson's  Dictfonarj.  99. 

——  on  the  marriage  of  an  Austrian  ArchducheM,  344. 
«^.-  on  seeing  Blenneim,  4H5. 

on  Mils  Mary  Aston,  40.  611. 

on  Lord  Anson's  temple  of  the  winds,  624. 

— -  on  a  religious  dispute  at  Bath,  760. 

on  the  miracle  at  Cana,  50«i. 

Epilogue  to  "  Irene,"  bjr  whom  written,  61. 

to  the  "  Distressed  Mother,"  by  Johnson,  11. 

Epitaph,  on  Mrs.  Bell,  225.  346. 

on  Dr.  Birch,  40. 

——  on  Admiral  Byng,  106. 
— »  on  the  Laird  of  Col,  368. 
• on  Gnldkinith,  519. 

—  on  Sir  rhomas  Hanmer,  54. 
on  Mrs.  Johnson,  77. 

—  on  Johnson,  by  Mr.  Flood,  «08. 
on  Johnson,  by  Dr.  Parr,  WW,  800. 

on  Johnson,  by  Soame  Jenyns,  and  on  Soame  Jenyni, 

by  Boswell,  106. 

—  on  Colin  Marlanrin,  279. 
on  Dr.  Parn«»ll,4«i. 

—  on  Philips,  the  muaictao,  4S.  181. 

on  Mrs.  Salusbury.  457. 

on  Dr.  SmoIU't,  392. 

-^  on  a  crlebrutpd  Italian,  446. 

—  on  Walmesley  postponed.  836. 

•  on  one.  killed  by  a  fall  from  his  horse,  729. 

Epitaphs.  313.  3'J'i.  4C9.  519.  521.  666. 672.  729. 

.  Johnson's  E*»ay  on,  43. 

Fquality.  natural,  ]^2.  176.  252.  502. 
hrumus,  416.  420.  838. 

,  an  expression  of,  applied  to  Johnson, 762. 

I'rrol.  JAmes  Mtb  Earl,  Ai.    Like  Sarpedow,  296. 
— —  Rarls  of,  297. 

.  I«at>clla  Carr,  Countess  of,  295. 

•■  r.rr«>rf  of  the  Press,"  Whitcfoord's  wittr  paper  on,  770. 
Krw>  langtiaff<>.  Scriptures  to  be  translated  into,  181. 

maiiu'cript".  4.13,  431.  446. 

and  Irith  diaU-ct*  of  the  same  language ,  331. 

—  >oiigs,  301.  310.  34fi. 
I.r.kine.  Sir  Harry,  131. 
,  Hon.  Andrew,  IVJ.  544. 

,  Hod.  Ihunias,  afterwards  Lord,  237,  288.  275. 

.  ner.  Dr.,  400. 

,  Hon.  Archibald.  899. 

.  Hun.  ll«>nry,  gives  Boswell  a  shilling  tat  the  light  of  bb 

-b'-ar,"   275. 
,  I^ly  Anne,  399. 

•  F  v|ijiri'."  the  title  of,  4. 

•  F....iyon  Man,"  Pope '•.  fi3.\  636.  930. 

•  l,«-.iy  on  MIrarles,"  Hume's,  4»»1». 
Kt.Jij  on  Ta«le,"  Miss  Reynoldi',  097. 
K,tay  on  Truth,"  Seattle's,  20. 

''•«ex,  Rari  of.  his  adTtce on  travel,  148. 
-^— ,  sonic  on  him,  346. 

He;ul  Club,  louituted,  and  1U  rules,  746. 

f  %*.i*r*,  obllgarion  in  settling,  479. 

frrnal  punishments,  563. 

frriity,  SIX  7^.  .^  _•    ^ 

"(M)  iiofftes,  Johnson'f,  cbaracterUed,  97. 

tymolfik'r.  338,  340. 
j^'f'bp.  Prince,  35. 

Kugenio,"  «  poem.  Uaee  from,  Stt. 


Eometian  Club,  796. 

**  Bupbeoi,'*  In  the  Rambler,  68. 

Euripides  quoted,  91.  239.  626. 

"  European  Magaaine,"  122. 

Evans,  a  bookseller,  scuflto  with  Goldimith,  MS.' 

,  ReT.  Dr.,  420.  485. 

's  ballads,  846. 

,  John*  4. 

ETers,  widow,  (Lady  Firebraoe,)  39. 

Erelin,  John  Kaymond,  222. 

**  Evelina,"  Miss  Bumey's,  732. 

EtU,  origin  of,  301.  392. 

^—  speaking,  626.    Propensions,  831. 

-^  spirits,  in.  761. 

Exaggeration,  general  moneness  to,  540.  629. 

**  Excise,"  Johnson's  ofrensiTe  definition  Ott  5.  97.  618. 

Executions,  public,  906.  997.  720. 

Exercise,  benefits  of.  707. 

Exhibition  at  the  Royal  Academy,  123.  724.  753. 

Existence,  612. 

Expectation,  to  be  compared  with  experience,  109. 

Expense,  656. 

Extraordinary  characters  not  to  be  credited,  464. 

Fable,  sketch  of  one,  by  Johnson,  256. 

Faoetiousness,  688. 

Facility  of  composition,  Johnson's,  666. 

Faction,  723. 

**  Faction  Detected."  41. 

Facts,  mischief  of  mingling  them  with  fiction,  720. 

Fairfax's  "  Tasso,"  666. 

Fairies,  669. 

Fairley,  Mr.,397. 

"  Fairy  Queen,"  666. 

Faith,  292.  497. 

Falconer,  Rev.  Mr.,  a  non-juring  bishop,  622. 

,  Mr.,  husband  of  Lady  Errol,  296. 

Falkland  and  Dryden,  464. 

**  Falkland  Islands,"  Johnson's  pamphlet  on,  221,  222.  237. 

Falmouth,  Viscount,  608. 

"  False  Alarm,"  Johnson's,  21X  227.  664. 

"  False  Delicacy,"  Hugh  Kelly's  play  of.  190. 

Falsehoods,  571  765. 

Fame,  403.  450.  584. 

Family  influence,  2S9.  265.  443. 

— .—  residences,  839,  340. 

— ,  men  of,  297. 

Fancy,  412:  612. 

Farces,  656. 

Farmer,  Ker.  Dr..  125.  506.  647.  66a 

^— ,  Johnson's  letters  to,  213.  647. 

Farmers,  616. 

Farqohar,  George,  his  writings,  697. 

"  Fashionable  Lover."  Cumberland's  play,  321. 

Fasting,  229.  362.  448.  480.  597. 

"  Father's  Rereage,"  Lord  CarUsle's  tragedy  of,  743. 

Fatness,  729. 

Faulkner,  George,  280.  805.  456. 

— ,  Johnson's  conversation  with,  277. 

Fawkener,  Sir  Edward,  55. 

Fear,  302l  430. 

Feeling  for  others,  seldom  very  acute,  206. 

"  Feelfog  People,"  306. 

Fees,  lawyers,  2M6. 

"  Felixmarte  of  lUrcania,**  Spanish  romance,  9. 

Fencing,  284. 

F^nClon's  **  Telemachus,"  871  457. 

Fenton,  Elija,  57.    Share  in  translating  the  Odyssey,  647* 

—^^t  Johnsou's  Life  of,  9. 

Ferguson,  James,  the  astronomer,  208.  666. 

,  Sir  Adam,  Z36. 

Fergusson,  Dr.  Adam,  276.  277. 

Fergussone,  Obtain,  325.  331.  353. 

Fermor,  Mrs.,  niece  of  Pope's  Belinda,  462. 

Feme,  Mr.,  303. 

Feme.  Bishop  of.    See  Blrington. 

^^  the  deanery  of.  C78. 

**  Festivals  and  Fasts,"  Nelson's.  487. 

Feudal  STstero.  239.  245.  297.  298.  640. 

Fea  and  Morocco,  Emperor  of.  i'JO. 

Fiction,  738. 

Fiddle,  dlfllculty  of  playing  upon,  254. 

Fiddle-de-dee,  837. 

Fielding,  Henry,  51.  81.  S38.  667.    Compared  with  Richard. 

son,  190.  237,  288.    His  **  Amelia,"  506.    Sir  John,  648. 
Fife,  barrenness  of,  965. 

,  Countess  Dowager  of,  246. 

Fighting.cock.  442. 

Fllby,  Goldsmith's  tailor.  908. 

Filial  piety,  extraordinary  ln«t«nee  of,  701. 

Finery  should  tw  very  fine,  717. 

"  FingaL"  219.  894.  317.  846.  899.  4(MX  42^,  429.  4»U  745. 

Ffainon  Haddock.  'i99. 

Flrebrace,  I..ady,  3D. 

Fisher,  Rev.  Dr..  27.  166.  4S8.  481 

Fiahmonger,  insensibility  of  one,  627. 
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Fitxnrald,  house  of,  876. 

Fluharbert,  WUIiaro.  Esq.,  90.  69.  Iia  1S3.  253.  2S5.  849. 
44&  447.  515.  544.  6».     HU  Lady,  'JO.  544. 

FitsJunes,  Due  de.  693. 

Flumaurlce,  Mr.,  5M.  645. 

FitsoibonM'i  **  Letters,"  645. 

FitiroT,  Lord  Charles,  491. 

.Lady,  832. 

Flatman,  Thomas,  his  poems,  504. 

Flattery.  257.  282.  419.  492.  576.  605.  610.  647. 

"  Fleece,"  Dyer's  poem.  485. 

Fleet  Street,  157.  443.  597* 

Fleetwood,  Everard,  Esq.,  G05. 

on  the  Sacrament,  recommended  by  Johnson,  843. 

Fleming,  Sir  Michael  le,  157. 

Flexman,  Mr.,  771 . 

Flint,  Bet,  688. 

Flogging  in  schools,  469. 

Flood,  Right  Hon.  H.,  bequest  t«  Dublin  Unfrersfty,  106. 
Opinion  of  J.  as  an  orator,  223.    Epitaph  on  J.,  808. 

Floyd,  Thomas,  155. 

Floyer,  Sir  J.,  on  "  Baths,-  23.  On  ••Asthma,"  751.  783. 

Fludyer,  Rct.  Mr.,  Johnson's  college  companion,  4*^. 

Folengo,  Theopbolo,  591. 

Fondness,  709. 

Fontainebleau,  462. 

Fontenelle,  468. 

Foote,  Samuel,  anecdotes  and  character  or.45..I3a  138. 143. 
206,  207.  21 1.  230.  "242.  243.  274,  275  2**7.  305.  400.  430.  455. 
467.  479.  515.  52.^.  655, 556. 717.  732.  7*5.  Of  a  mad  fnmlly, 
274.  His  description  of  Johoson  at  Paris,  467.  Extra- 
ordinary readiness  of  wit,  515. 

Forbes.  Sir  William,  of  Pitsligo,  271, 272.  276,  277, 278.  401. 
408.  507,  50a  519.  520.  521.  564. 

,  Rer.  Mr.,  5288.  350. 

Ford,  Rer.  Cornelius,  9.  224.  Hogarth's  riotous  parson,  9. 
Ghost  story  respecting,  614. 

,  Sarah,  Johnson's  mother,  4. 

Fordyce,  Rer.  Dr.  James,  134.  412.  453.  805. 

-»-,  Dr.  George,  573. 

Foreigners,  659. 

Fores.  301. 

Forgetfulness,  985.  695. 

Form  of  Prayer,  arguments  for,  891. 

Fomlcatioo.  237.  334.  ."lOO.  637. 

Forrester,  Colonel,  501 . 

Forster,  George,  his  **  Voyage  to  the  South  Seal,*'  554. 

Fort,  Augustus,  621. 

,  George.  303w 

"  Fortune,^*  Derrick's  poem  of,  quoted,  85. 

—  hunters,  220. 

Foster,  Dr.  James,  657. 

,  Klizabeth,  Milton's  granddaughter,  72, 73. 

,  Mr.  Thompson,  lO-*^. 

FothergiU,  Dr.  John,  the  physician.  490. 

,  ReT.  Dr.  Thomas,  or  Oxford,  letters  to,  441. 

Foules,  Sir  Jamas,  312. 347. 

— ,  the  Messrs..  the  Elzirers  of  Glasgow.  898. 

**  Fountains,"  the,  a  tale,  by  Johnson.  181. 

Fouquet.  279. 

Fowke,  Joseph.  Esq..  79.  500,  .V)l.    Letter  to.  727. 

,  Francis,  Esq..  522.    General  Thomas,  103. 50a 

Fox.  Right  Hon.  Charles  Janites,  229.  2.^3.  412.  445,  446.  501. 
529.  58U.  583.  585.  590.  623. 748.  751.  756. 761. 

^— ,  his  conversation,  713. 

~-—t  Lady  Susan,  440. 

France,  ^hnson's  visit  to,  459.    Jounud  of  Tour,  460. 466. 

,  no  middle  rank  in,  462. 466. 

,  state  of  literature  in,  581 

Francis,  Rev.  Dr.  Philip,  45.    His  Horace.'26.  44K.  617. 

Francklin.  Rer.  Dr.  Thomas,  120.  273.  521.  .^78.  66Sl,  dedi- 
cates his  translation  of  Demonax  to  Johnson,  665. 

Fraser,  Mr.,  the  enclneer,  606. 

-~.,  Simon,  Lord  Lovat,  314 

— ,  General,  495. 

.— ,  Mr.,  of  Striehen,  298. 

Frmsers,  the  clan  of,  309. 

Fraternal  intercourse,  112. 

Frederick,  Prince  of  Wales,  60.  326.  461. 

the  Great,  of  Pruula,  14h,  149. 192. 

II.,  Johnson's  Life  of,  103. 

Free-will,  203.  237.  301 .  594.  773. 

French,  Johnson's  notions  of  their  manners  and  customs, 
2yH.  4C7.  616.  659. 738. 

.—  Academy,  send  Johnson  their  Dictionary,  91^ 

language.  467.    Literature,  342.  372.  738.    Novels,  218. 

— >  writers,  superficial,  and  why,  154. 

,  credulity  of  the,  379. 

— ,  Mrs.,  669. 

Freron,  Mr.,  Johnson's  visit  to,  461.  46^. 

Freweo,  Dr.  Accepted,  Archbishop  of  York,  259. 

Friend,  Sir  John.  241. 

Frtcnds,  Johnson's,  a  list  of  them,  79. 

Irieuds  and  friendship,  49.  GJ.  W.  112.  til.  173.206.333. 
•i40.  292.  297.  4.V).  MJ.  .'03.  6».  ftJl.  7W.  751.  7.*«6. 

"  Ftiendship,**  an  Ode,  by  Johnson,  48. 

.^,  female.  830. 


Frisick  language,  169. 

Frith  of  Forth,  280. 

Fruit,  Johnson  never  had  enough  of  boC  ooce,  ^rf  why. 

*  *  Frustra  Litterarfa,"  Barecti'i,  AS8. 

Fullarton.  Colonel  John.  617. 

Funeral,  Johnson's,  807. 

Fust  and  ShoeOhr,  425. 

Future  state,  988.  561. 

knowledge  of  friends,  938.  M6. 892, 991.  7W.  TV. 


Dictionary,  745. 


Gabbling.  615. 656. 

Gaelic  language,  231 

Gaiety.  529. 

Gait,  Johnson's,  677. 

Galatians,  Durham  on  the,  39i. 

Galen,  650. 

Gaming.  238.  Sfll. 

"  Ganganelli's  Letters  **  not  antheotic,  592. 

*'  Garagantua."  Johnson  compared  to,  5)»1. 

Garden,  79.  696.  72S. 

Gardener,  Mr.,  the  bookseller,  44X 

Gardening.  145.  201. 

Gardenston,  Lord.  288. 

Gardiner.  Mrs.,  78.  501.  525,  596.  TO. 

Garrick,  David,  anecdotes  of,  8.  19.  25,  96,  27.  43  51.  V 
58.  59.  60, 61, 62.  65.  68.  76.  79.  W.  81.  W. !«.  im.  Ip. 
134.  135.  137.  164.  165.  167. 173.  1««.  190-  19h.  r>l.  r  ' 
225.  243.  254.  957.  2S9.  804.  347.  3.VI.  385.  4(C'.  41^.  4..> 

447.  481.  4<»9.  504.  507.  511.  515.  545.  555,  ,VV:.  fw«-i. .".-',. 
590.  594.  GOl.  622,  633.  629.  65ft.  657.  659.  662.  CKi,  *^7 
732.741. 

— ^,  Johnson's  envy  of,  51. 184. 

— .-,  his  "  Ode  "  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Pelbsm,  «l. 

■  ■■»  his  epigram  on  Johnson's  Dlrtioaary. '/«. 

,  Johnson's  opinion  of.  135.  201 .  20V  343.  r^.  r?. 

347.  400.  438.  456.  470.  4SI.  489.  506i  5JI.  515,  >i6  :  V. 
584.  594.  601 .  629.  655.  657.  741 . 

^— ,  J.'s  letters  to,  and  answer,  167.  995.  B.*s  Vttrr  t->. 
answer, 385.  His  Shakspcarr-Jubtlce.  198.  Uu  hbr- 1.'  •  .- 
629.  His  death, 622, 621  His  funeral.  72^  J.'s  eu-;  . 
629.  Inscription  ander  his  portrait,  bi^.  nxvi  t  .««•., 
Talent  of  mimicry,  489.  J  .'s  opinion  ol  bis  proHcgors. 
Mr.  George,  Ml. 

Mr.  Peter,  27.  31. 413. 484.  40,  490. 6U.  OB. 
Mrs.,  629.  685.731. 

Gnrrique,  proper  name  of  the  Garrick  tenfly.  49B. 

Gastrel,  Rev.  Mr.,  cots  Shakspeare's  mulb^rv^  -tree^  ^2. 

,  Mrs.,  and  letters  to,  492.  629.  565,  5€S.  OS*,  •a. 

639.  706. 749. 

Gastrell,  Bishott.  his  Christian  Inatitotcs,  877. 

Gittaker,  Rev.  Thomas,  "  On  LoU."  369. 

Gaubius.  Professor,  opinion  on  bypoch-mdria  Jtr4  wl-^^v 

Gay,  John,  72   864.  453.  666.    **  Brfg*r'*  Opcrm,*  »  • 
604.    The  "  On»heua  of  Highwaymen,**  4^2. 

'*  Gelldns,"  character  of,  27.  68.  495. 

Gell,  Mr.,  father  of  Sir  William.  416. 

General  warrants,  legality  of,  199. 

Generosity,  403. 

Genius,  Zl3.  624.  833. 

Geulis,  Madame,  947. 

Gentility,  444.  511. 

Gentleman,  Mr.  Francis,  131. 

*'  Gentleman,"  the  appellation  of,  4. 

"  Gentleman's  Magaslne,"  11.  13.  98.  Sk  8t.  4L  O.  e 
596.  604.  Gil.  65t(.  066. 

*'  Gentle  Shepherd."  Allan  RaanMy's,  901.  8BBl 

George  the  First,  63.  151.  187.    JohaMO  «  ifcawm  ^ 

the  Second.    105.  187.   936.   461.  ««.       J  •  a.   - 

against.42.  104.  111.444.    J.'seplgrxBcn.  A  «ii    v 
Augustus  to  learning  or  grnlus,  C\    Hia  d»rtrwit»  ->    ' 
lather's  will,  444.    Compliment  ia  Urs.  TKrv       .« 

the  Third,  119. 123.  IK.  184. 187.  19i3k  Iv-    tm   Si 

448.  463.  496.    J.'s  character  ct,  \XL  ytZ.  4*k    C-. 

a  pension.  126.    J.'s  Interview  wttk,  }«4.     tUf^  «>«; 

sion  of,  69.    Ills  conduct  dorinc  tW  rioca  a     ^ 

His  alleged  refusal  of  an  addiiioa  ta  J.'s 

781.788. 

,  his  llbranr  is  Judldonsly  given  to  ckc  bit 

the  Fourth.  151.  69Jk  164. 187.  ITS.  WB.  13 

"  Gcorgics."  The.  731. 
Gerard,  Dr.,  292.  306. 
German  courts,  369. 
Gerres.  John,  378. 
Gesticulation,  'J4.  770.  834. 
»•  Get  Moner."  560. 
Gherardi,  Marchese,  6^6. 
GbosU.  11(1  138.  228.  9S4. 

614.616.631.685. 
Glannone,  655. 
GLints'  Causeway,  63K. 
'*  Giants  of  Literature,**  09. 
Ci.irdinl,  2.^^. 
GiblK>n.  Edward.  Esq..  15. 71.  fO.  HI.  t4«^   ?r   y-  S9 

412.  445,  446.  452,  453.  4M.  4W.  Ml     Sli     KX.   C^   )^ 

Sketch  of  his  appearatirr  and  aaMB«rs  Iw  C»  ^m. 

511.    His  character  of  Dr.  Mscy.  «r    Vim  f^mr" 

public  schools.  498.    Imififiwi  e«  JetaWM'a  ^te.  *a 
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GibboOt  Mrs.  I5« 

—- ,  ChariM.  fall  work  worth  reading,  176. 

,  Rer.  Dr.,  696. 7fi6. 

Gibnltar.461. 

Gifiud,  the  muiager,  5! . 

,  a  clergTinan,  TeriM  bj,  SOI. 

Gtflbrd.  WUliara,  Esq.,  M2.  794. 

Gilbert  "  On  ETidence,"  400. 

(iillcspie.  Dr.,  749. 

(;ilmniir,  Mr.,  335. 

GilplD,  Mr.,  4K>. 

Ginquet,  Klnf,461. 

Gln-ihopf,  351. 

Glanrllle,  WiUlam  ETelyn,  Eiq.,  CM. 

Glaigow,  39&  719. 

CilasM's  '*  Cookerjr,"  written  bj  Dr.  Hill,  592. 

Glaucus,  S30. 

CUeniheal,  309. 

(Vloomineu,  follj  and  finfulneM  of,  702 

Glorer't  **  Leonldaa,"  301. 

C;inTet.  S63. 

c;iow.vonn.  I9S.  256. 

Gluttonj,  159. 

GUnn,  Knight  of.  377. 

(;<'»at,  motto  for  Danki'f ,  226. 

(iolwlins,  4G<). 

Cwiliismlth,  Dr.  Oiirer.  72.  135.  153.  161.  189.  222.  240.  238. 

264.  349.  3R5.  4.V).  50<>.  571.  657.  831. 
— ,  Botweil  and  Ilawkios's  character  of,  140, 141, 143.  241. 

,  anecdotes  of.  140.  141,  143,  143.  144.  150.  176.  186.  195. 

:Ai3.  348.  351.  253.  26'i.  2C3,  264.  294.  49A.  527.  549. 
— ,  Johnaon't  opinion  of,  and  of  hit  writini^s,  139.  174.  2^5. 
241.  344.  247.  250.  2.'<6,  257,  3.58.  263.  961.  308.  358.  S-'>9.  371. 
3M4.  4.V).  .VK.  530.  550.  678.  580.  586.  6C0.  624,  625.  661.  663. 
691.  71b.  7GB.  831. 

,  hit  portrait  br  Reynolds,  831 . 

beau  Evans,  the  bookiellor,  248,  249. 

,  Johnson's  letter  to,  355. 

—— ,  his  bon-mots  on  Johnson,  199.  256.  2C3, 264 
_,  his  death,  413,  414. 

.,  Johnson's  tetrastie  on.  414.  521 .   Translated,  414. 

,  Johnson's  Latin  epitaph  on,  519. 

,  Garrtck's  and  Walpole's  description  of  him,  140. 

.  his  **  Vicar  of  WakeBeld."  141 .    His  '•  Trateller,"  174. 

256.  384.  580.  604.     His  "  Deserted  Village."  174.  358. 
^— >,  his  comedies  refitted  by  Garrlck  and  Culman,  604. 
Dr.  'Warton's  opinion  of,  173. 

.  J.'s  prologue  to  his  **  Good-natarcd  Man,"  67. 189, 190. 

.  hU  '•  Life  of  PamelL"  2:15. 

,  his  "She  Stoops  to  Conaiier,"  248.  Dedicated  to  J.,  250. 

.i^.  his  "  Animated  Nature,*^  240.  419.  54H. 

,  Prior's  Life  of,  quoted,  74.  111.  171.  177.  301  247. 

,  Doctor  Minor,  294. 

,  Dr.  Isaac.  141. 

,  He».  Mr.,  241. 

,  Mrs.,  536. 

c;ood-bre«Hltng.  290. 

.1-^,  in  what  It  consists,  208. 

^-^,  the  best  book  upon.  359. 

Gooddeere.  CanUin,  '/74. 

.1-^,  .Sir  John  DIneIr,  275. 

r;cNKl  FHday.  449.  597.  724. 

(^Mxl-bumour,  33.V  451. 

-  flood  Man.*'  7X). 

•*  (iood-natured  Man."  Goldsmith's.  67.  I^.  190. 

f;<)0(ine*«.  Inflnlte.  764.     Natural.  336.330. 

c;ordon.  Profettor  Thomas,  390,  201.  393, 

_  — ,  Mr.,  the  translator  of  Tadtns,  45. 

_    -.  il«>n.  Alex..  aOerwards  Lord  Kockville,  159.401,402. 

— ,  .Sir  Aleicander,  391.  'JQ4. 

^— .  I»rd  George.  647,  648.  683. 

,  Re».  Dr.,  618. 

fio'iffh.  Mr.,  465. 
€ifmt.  .134.  634.  740. 
Oovcrnment,  236.  591.  7^1. 

Influence,  316.  448,  449.  609.  680. 

.  f»f  India,  739. 

••  (iovemment  of  the  Tonpue,"  626. 

C ro vemnuMits,  diflerent  kinds  of.  591. 

Oower.  Karl,  letter  for  J.,  87.    J.'t  arerilon  to,  37.  98. 

—    ^,  Mrs.  I^Teson,  646. 

••  <;race."  Rdwsrds  on,  VJ3. 

.  t  meals,  3(jn.    I4itin  one  of  Johnson's,  284. 

C«r.irton,  Duke  of,  5<i.'>. 

4«r.ihAm,  author  of'*  Telrmiirhus.  a  M.u({iie,"  139.  294.  528. 

.  I^rd.  third  Dnke  of  .Montrose,  627. 
— .— .  I^dy  Lory.  VAK 
■  Miss,  afterwards  Lady  Daahwood.  637. 

Colonel,  331. 

C.r  II nicer.  Dr.  James.  191.  206.  471.  U\n  "  Snrv  Cme."  4Vi. 
■*.«.   fits**  <)tl««  on  Solitude,"  .Vi  I.  »;m.    L«ti«»r  to  Percy,  171. 
<;«-.«mm«ir.srhfK»l,  Johnsou't  scheme  fur  tlu-  elites  of  a,  26. 
c;r4nd  C'hartreux,  465. 
«;rinfii«on.  Sir  Charles,  ^  181. 
<Frnni;e,  Lady,  her  extr.iordinarr  confinement,  gl I. 
4«r.t>>Ki-r.  Rev.  James,  his  "Biographical  llistoiy,"  352.  524. 
Johnauo's  letter  to,  471. 


Grant,  Sir  Archibald.  SS7. 

,  Rer.  Mr.,  302. 

Grantham,  Lord,  I48L 

Grants,  the,  309. 

GranviUe,  John  Carteret,' Earl  of,  6Sfll  680. 

Gratitude,  343. 

Grattan,  Right  Hon.  Henry,  43a  709. 

••  Grave,"  Blair's,  509. 

Graves,  Rer.  Richard,  M.  443. 485. 

— — >,  Mr.  Morgan,  24. 

Gravina,  723. 

Gray,  Sir  James,  238. 

— .,  Thomas,  and  his  poetry,  15.  136, 137. 149. 174.  234. 818. 

365. 385.  439.  442.  504.  506.  595.  658.  675.    His  dulness,  439. 

504.    His  "  Odes,"  442.  658.    His  "  Letters,"  456.    His 

"  Memoirs,"  504.    His  life  by  Mason,  a  dull  book,  504. 

Opinion  of  Boswell's  "  Corsica,"  189. 
—— ,  Stephen,  verses  on  the  death  of,  181. 

,  John,  bookseller,  46. 

"Gray's  inn  Journal,"  130. 

**  Great,"  how  pronounce<l,  61.  233. 

Great,  manners  of  the,  616. 

men,  on  paying  court  to,  175. 

Greatrakes,  Valentine,  233. 

Greece,  the  fountain  of  knowledge,  608. 

Greek  language,  Johnson's  advice  on  studjring,  637. 

,  oompareil  hv  Johnson  to  lace,  661. 

— -,  Johnson's  alleged  deficiency  in.  794.  795. 

Grammar,  Clenardus's,  660.    Translations.' 837. 

Green,  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  8.  448. 

,  Matthew,  hia  "  Spleen."  quoted,  636. 

^-.-.  Mr.  Richard,  of  Lichfield,  his  museum,  214.  415.  490. 

631.639.    ilia  cast  of  Shakspeare,  458.    Johnson's  letter 

to,  797.    His  anecdotes  of  Johnson.  836. 
Green's  "  Diary  of  a  Lover  of  Literature."  446. 
Greene,  Edward  Bumaby,  167. 

Green-room,  Johnson's  reasons  for  not  frcqumtlng,  62. 
"  Green  Sleeves,"  the  song  of,  353. 
Greenwich  Hosplul,  156, 137. 
Gregory,  Dr.,  79.  278. 
Grenviile,  Right  Hon.  George,  222. 
.^  Act,  4(!0. 
Gresham  College,  496. 
Greshams,  the,  170. 

Greswold,  Henry,  his  character  of  Johnson,  SI. 
Grevillc,  Mr.,  644.    His  book,  764. 
.^— .  a  name  assumed  by  Hawkeswortb,  65. 
Grey,  Dr.  Richard.  603.    Dr.  Zachary,  603. 
Grief,  206.  540.  693. 

Grierson,  Mr.,  king's  printer  in  Ireland,  160.  215. 
— — .  Mrs.,  the  learned,  some  account  of,  215. 
Grlfllths.  Mr.,  letter  re>pccting  Cibber's  Lives,  604. 
— ~,  Mr.,  of  Kefoamwycllb.  423. 
Grimm,  115. 

Grimston,  Viscount,  his  **  Love  in  a  Hnllow  Tree,'*  680. 
Grool,  Isaac  de,  a  descendant  of  Grotius.  J.'s  kindness  to.  S3S. 
Grose's  "  Olio,^'  notf  on  CkarUt  Stuart,  827. 
Grotius,  155.  478.  .535. 

-^t  on  the  Christian  religion,  recommended  bf  J.,  188, 
— ..  de  Satlsfactione  Christi.  292. 
Grotto,  Pope's.  657. 670. 
Grottos,  657,  658. 

Grove,  Henry,  his  **  Spectator,"  on  Kovelty,  S05. 6M. 
*«  Grub-street,"  Johnson's  description  of,  98. 
Gualtler,  Philip,  718. 

Guardians,  Johnson's  advice  on  the  ^ypolntment  of,  634. 
Guarini  quoted.  614. 
Guillerajiues,  22. 
"  Gulliver's  Traveb."  417. 
GuUv,  79. 

Gunitbury  Park,  Johnson  In,  834. 
Ciunning,  Elisabeth,  Duchess  of  Argyle,  3^. 
Gunpowder,  303.  618. 
•*  GufUvus  Vasa."  Brooke's,  40. 

Guihrie,  Will..  32.  191.  668.    "  Apotheosis  of  Milton.**  40. 
Gwynn,  Mr.,  the  architect,  181.  4'i4.  4^1.  4N». 
-^,  his  proposals  for  the  improvement  of  the  metropolis, 

Juhii>on's  dedication,  Inl. 
,  Mrs.  (Miss  Horncck).  14a 


Habeas  Corpus,  200. 

liabiU,  early.  453. 

Ilaekinan,  Kev.  Mr.,  bis  trLiI  for  shooting  MUs  Ray,  628. 

ILiddington.  Earl  of;  241. 538. 

Haddock.  Finnun.  399. 

Hagley,  424. 

Hague.  8. 

Uallcs.  David,  Dalrymple,  Lord,  87. 148.  158.  745.278.  27H. 
379.  300.  351.  3H0.  401 .  43H,  439.  472.  474.  4H3.  569.  5*^.  7.10. 
736.740.  AcrouLt  of,  14i.  Hit  iHter  to  Boswellon  the 
"  Journey  to  the  Hebrides.**  405.  His  "  Aonalt  of  Scot- 
land."  413,  414.  411.  4.'i9.  468.  471.  513.  618.  824. 63«;. 

Hale.  Lord  Chief  Justice,  232.  445.    Aoecdotea  of,  448.  767. 

H.il:ord.  Sir  H..2II. 

Half- pay  olliivrs,  i'iX 
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Holibx,  Lord,  168. 

Halkec,  BUs.,  (Lady  WardUv).  author  of  *<  HArdyknote," 
305l 

Hall.  Rot.  Dr..  13. 16. 18.  89. 98. 1».  213.  2W  448.  463.  476. 
S07.  Ml.  660.  697.  6-^8. 

,  Mrs..  478. 684.  SSJi.  761 

— ,  Bishop,  175.  833. 

— ,  General,  619. 

Hallam.  Mr.,  919. 

Hallows.  Mri..  367. 

Halser,  Edmund,  Esq.,  169. 

Hamilton,  of  Banaour,  his  poems,  976. 64S. 

.  Right  Hon.  William  Gerard,  37. 168, 169.  9S3.349. 436. 

441.  bfl.  644.  690. 748.  807.  J.'s  compliments  to  his  conver- 
sation,  169.  His  anecdote  respecting  J.'s  pension,  436. 
J.'s  letters  to.  743. 787.    His  klndoeis  to  J.,  743. 

,  the  Rer.  Dr.,  Johnson's  letters  to,  767. 

,  GaTio.  the  painter,  410. 

^— »  Mr.,  the  printer.  254. 
— ~,  Mr.,  of  Sundnxm,  275. 

,  Lady  Bettr.  388, 389. 

,  Duke  and  Duchess  of,  387.  390.  396.  569. 

,  Miss,  731. 

**  Hamlet,"  248.  612.  678. 

Hammond.  James,  69.    His  "  Lore  Elegies/*  367.  604. 669. 
Mr.  Bevirs  defence  of,  676. 

,  Dr.,  "  on  the  New  Testament,"  613. 

Handmaid  to  the  "  Arts."  658. 

Hanging  criminals,  on  tne  new  way  of,  720. 

Hanmer,  Sir  Thomas,  his   Shakspeare,  64.  181.  183.  301. 

Epitaph  on,  64. 
Hanover  succession,  276. 868.  389.  646. 712. 
Hanway.  Jonas,  his  "  Essay  on  Tea,"  105.    His  "  TraTclt " 

characterised  hy  Jolmson,  217. 
Happiness.  142. 150. 163.  176.  236.  289.  328.365.  447.  611.  6«9. 

661.  678.  693,  694.  696. 
-—  eauallsed  by  ProTidenoe,  9a 
-^  tne  only  solid  basis  of,  619. 
Harcourt,  Ix>rd  Chancellor,  18. 
HanUnge,  Sir  Henry,  (now  Lord.)  241 
Hardwicke,  Lord  Chancellor,  506.  563. 
— — ,  second  Lord,  85. 

Hardy,  Mr.,  his  '*  Life  of  Lord  Charlemont,"  88.  643. 
"  Hardyknute,"  ballad  of,  205. 
Harington.  Dr.  Henry,  his  "  Kuf>  Antiquse."  717. 
"  Harleian  Miscellany."  63. 
Harlow,  the  painter,  741. 
Harmless  pleasure.  629. 
Harrington,  Countess  of,  Ml. 
Harriot.  Mrs.,  213. 
"  Harriot  Stuart,"  a  noTeL  83. 
Harris.  James,  Esq..  254.  396.  462.  632.  677. 682.  644. 

,  his  character  of  Johnson's  DicUoiuuy,  632. 

,  his  "  Hermes,"  396. 

,  the  bookseller,  249. 

Harrison,  Mr.,  Johnson's  uncle,  813. 

-«.,  Mrs.,  her  "  Miscellanies,"  105. 

Harry,  Miss  Jane,  the  proselyte  to  Quakerism,  696. 

Hart,  Rev.  John,  his  Hymns,  165. 

Harte,  Dr.  Walter,  his  "  Gustarus  Adolphus."   217.   680. 

J.'s  character  of,  217.    His  exccsslre  Tanity,  680. 
Hartly,  Dr.,  65. 
Harwood,  Dr.,  4.  12.  26.  62.  78.  80.  135.  127.  163.  187.  198. 

438.  505,  506.    His  "  History  of  Lichfield."  25. 79. 
>^.  Dr.  Edward,  506. 

Hastfe,  the  sclioolmaster,  prosecuted,  227.231,241.246. 
— ,  Johnson's  argument  on  behalf  of,  341.  245. 
Hastings,  Warren,  Esq..  Boswell's  character  of,  675.  789. 
— — ,  letter  to  Boswell,  675.  J.'s  letters  to.  676,  677.  Wished 

to  bring  the  Pertlan  language  into  Europe,  676. 
— — .  Marquis  of,  322. 

HatcheU.  Charles,  Esq.,  secretary  of  the  "  Club,"  446, 446. 
Hatred.  !A4. 
"  Hatrin  foam  foam  «rl,"  an  Erse  song.  316.   Translated  bf 

Laay  Northampton.  364. 
Hawkestone.  417. 
Hawkeiworth,  Dr,  64,  65.  58.  75. 79. 81. 181.  236.  361.  834.  A 

pupil  of  J.'s.  26.    imitates  his  style,  81.  350.    Anecdotes 

of  J  .  23.'S.    Hh  "  CoUwtion  of  Voyafres."  2«).  496.    His 

objections  against  a  particular  providence,  361. 
Hawktnt,  Mr.,  Jolmson  »  instructor  in  Latin.  7. 

.  Rev.  William,  his  "  Siefte  of  Aleppo."  583. 

,  Sir  John,  his  "  Life  of  Johnson"^  quoted,  contradicted. 

or  explained,  passim. 
.  Sir  John,  Boiwell  habitually  UAjust  to,  1.     Johnson's 

letters  to,  745.  789. 
— »,  journal  of  Johnson's  last  days.  800.  840. 
— .  his  attempt  to  purloin  Johnson's  MSS.,  803.  841. 

— ,  his  mi»ccllaneous  anecdotes  of  Johiisoo.  771. 
,  Miss,  232.  597.  746.    Her  descriotion  of  Mrs.  Williams. 

74.    Of  Beonet  Langton,  79.    Or  Garrick's  person  and 

mode  of  living  of,  584. 
Hawthornden.  322.  404. 
Hay,  Lord  Charles,  394.  497.  661. 

,  Lord,  297. 

,  John.  806.  308.  310. 

,  Sir  George,  118.    John  of  KeUoar,  297. 


Hay'i**  Martial."  392. 
Hayes,  Rev.  Mr.,  666. 
Hayley.  William.  Eaq..  773. 837. 
Hayman,  Mr.,  the  punter.  86L 
Health.  227. 

.  Johnson's  rules  for  travellers  fai  qoett  ct,  7V. 

Healths,  drtnkioff  of.  687- 
**  Heard,"  Johnson's  mode  of  proooondsf ,  9601 
Heaven,  happiness  of,  233.  693, 594. 
Heame,  Tboaaas,  837. 
He-bear  and  she-bear.  691. 
Heberden,  Dr.,  632. 731.    Lettor  to.  78S. 
Hebrides.  Johnson's  wish  to  visit,  163. 167. 191.  294. 
266.266. 

,  Boswell'i  account  of  the  joomcy  to,  tntm  9B.  to  408 

.  Johnson's  "  Aoeoant  of  hia  Joorecr."  41>,  414.  42r 

431.627.640.606.    ErraU  In,  826. 
Hector,  Mr.  Edmund,  Johnson's  scbooUdtow,  6.  a,  S.  II.  X 

231  47.  486. 488.  666.  791.    George.  813. 
— .  Johnson's  letters  to,  703, 704.  792. 
Heely,  Mr.  and  Mrs..  183. 790. 
Heirs,  471  ftc.  62& 

"  Hell  paved  with  good  Intentloiu,'*  450. 
**  HeloUe."  Rousseau's.  176. 
Henault's  History  of  Fruice,  459. 
Henderland.  Lord.    See  Murrav. 
Henderiou.  John,  the  actor.  741.    Imitatlosi  of  J.,  4n. 
— ^  John,  student  of  Pembroke  College.  7.19.  TO. 
Henry,  Dr.,  79.    His  **  History  of  Great  Brtuta. "  MA. 
—  II..  Lyttelton'i  HUtory  of,  186. 

VII.,  300. 

»"-  VIII.  420.  638. 

,  Shakspeare's,  741 .    Harlowe's  ptetoro  ei,  741 . 

.  Mr.,  102. 
Herbert.  George,  his  **  Jaeula  Prodaotom"  ^oolied.  4M. 
Hercules,  60. 

Hereditary  occupations,  302.    Dlspoeitfooa,  336. 
Heritable  jurisdictions.  322. 
**  HermeV'  Harris's.  396. 
**  Hannlppos  Redlvivus."  CampbeU't,  142.  407, 
Hermit,  Life  of,  283. 

"  HermlL"  'Pameirs,  569. 631 .    Beattf c's.  730. 
Heme,  Silxabeth,  a  lunatic  cousin  of  John 
**  Heroic  BpisUe  to  Sir  William  Chambers,"  326.  fit. 
Hertford,  iim  Maronis  of,  88. 
Herrey.  Lord,  29.  69. 

,  Hon.  Thomas,  29.  183.  201.  444.  897.  661. 

— ,  Hon.  Henrr,  28..  and  MUs  Blisa.  661. 

,  Rev.  James,  his  *'  Medltatioas,"  r" 

Haslod,  283.  637. 
Hesketh,  I^y.  506. 
Hicket,  Rev.  l}r..  389.  759. 
Hickman,  Geo.,  Johnson's  letter  Co^  20. 
Hicky.  Mr.,  the  painter,  443.  444. 
Hierarchy,  Johnson's  reverence  for.  640. 9S. 
Hlerocles,44.371. 
Hiffgins,  Dr.,  616. 629. 

**  HlghLlfe  below  Stairs,"  Gairick's  teco  of,  «S« 
Highland  chief.  312. 314.  S43L 
Highlanders.  231.  403. 

Hichw^ymen,  the  question  of  shooting  tbeaa 
Hill.  Dr.  Sir  John.  Johnson's  character  of.  166.  212. 
-.-— ,  Aaroo,  his  account   of  "  Irene."  61. 
the  epignim  on  the  miracle  at  Caoai,  9M. 

,  Sir  Rowland.  417. 

Hinchcliffe,  Dr.  John,  646. 

"  Historia  Studiorum."  Johnson's,  604. 

Historian,  requisite*  for  an.  146. 

Historians,  399. 636. 

History,  145.    202.  462.    Little   really 

**  An  old  abnanack."  452      Not  rapport^  ^ 
rary  evidence,  a  romance,  404. 

of  manners,  the  most  valoablei,  2n9. 

——  of  the  Council  of  Trent,  J.'s  projected 

"  Historye  of  Troye,"  flrst  book  prmtad  hi  nnrt^fc  ««. 

Hitch.  Mr.,  101. 102. 

Hoadly.  Dr.  Bei^amto'a  "Suqpldous  U\ 

Hoare,  Lady,  511. 

Hobbes,  Thomas,  on  the  stale  ef  tho  aisid  to  ^i  m*.  v. 

Hodge.  Johnson's  cat,  722. 

Hogarth.  9.  4M.  614.    His  arst  tntflrvV^  vttb'l     «.  s.i 

J.'s  lines  on  the  death  of,  43.  226.     His 
Hogg's  *•  Jacobite  Rellrs,"  310. 
"  Hogshead  of  .Sense,"  Johnsoo  said  lo  b».  . 
Holdbrook.  Mr.,  Johnson's  coriy  instfuotor, 
Holderncss,  Lord,  331 
Holidays  487.  601. 
Holland,  the  Jurisprudenet  of.  IHIL 

,  Mr.,  the  actor,  606. 

Hollis.  Thomas,  Esq..  9. 686. 
Hollyer.  Mr.,  Johnson's  letter  Uk,  49. 
Holy  orders,  107. 
Holyrood  House,  276.  890L 
Holywell.  419. 
Home.  Lord.  43. 134. 

,  Mr.  John.  166.  331  399.  441.  488. 

,  his  tragedy  of  *•  Douglas,"  3B0.  43V.  mC 
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Homer,  41.  S90.  388.  299.  296.  S17.  U9.  Wt  608.  064.  137. 

.  antlqiiltj  of,  606.    Quoted  by  Tfaucydidet,  608. 

,  J.'«  veoermdon  for,  220.  606.     J.'s  seal,  a  head  of,  220. 

— >  Johnfon*t  earij  translations  from,  10. 
—,  Pope*s  transUtloQ  of.  M2.   Dacier's,  Macpherson's,  and 
Cowper's  translations  or,  606. 

-  and  Virgil,  comparatiTe  excellence  of,  559.  606. 
"Homocaudatus,"  4fi9. 

Honeitf,  074.  Noble  Instance  of,  998. 

Hook,  Abbi,  his  translation  of  **  Berwick's  Memoirs,*'  099. 

Hooke,  Dr.,  464,  469. 

.  Nath . ,  wrote  theDachets  of  Marlborough's  Apolog7,321 . 

Hooker,  69. 

Hoole,  John,   Esq.,  76.  180.  427.  610.  649.      Rdacated  in 

Grub-Ureet,   720.    J.'s  dedication  of  his  **  Tasso."  130. 

Letter  to  Hastiogfl  in  behalf  of,  677.    His  **  Cleonice," 

427.  J.'s.  letters  to,  427.  785.    Diary  of  J.'s  last  iUoess, 844. 
— ,  Rev.  Mr.,  604. 

,  Mrs.,  76. 

Hooper,  Bishop,  210. 
Hope.  125. 

,  Dr.,  405.  749. 

,  Sir  William.  984. 

Hor>ctoii,  John,  Earl  of,  668. 

Hopvon,  General,  497. 

Horace,  56.  61.  60.  70.  176.  994.  257.  980.  317.  323.  397.  408. 

44H.  4.'i0.  458.  482.  516.  559.  580.  604,  605.  617.  634.  691. 730. 
—— ,  Johnson's  tranilation  from,  10. 
•^,  Francis's  translation  of,  the  best,  617. 
— .  Dr.  Douglas's  collection  of  editions  of,  756. 
Horace's  Tilla,  ."MO. 
Home,  Bishop,  413,  414.  483.  529.  810.     Letter  to  Adam 

Smith  atout  Hume,  272.    His  character  of  J.,  810. 

Rer.  John.     See  Tooke. 

Hornc«k.  the  Misses,  138.  140.  949.  649. 
Hurrebow's  history  of  Iceland,  589. 
Hortos,  old,  what  should  be  done  with,  744. 
HoriU y,  Dr.  Samuel,  155.  746. 

.  William.  184. 

Hospitality,  236.  953.  607. 66a  731.    Decline  of.  660. 

Ho>pit«li,  administration  of,  511. 

Hottrntoc.  respectable,  Johnson  so  called.  87,  68. 

Hoiuiiton  Collection,  Johnson  regrets  the  sale  of,  775. 

House  of  Commons,  261.  574,  575.  714. 

— ,  influence  of  pe«rs  In,  981. 

— ,  power  of  expulsion  by,  687. 

'—^t  originallr  a  check  for  tne  Crown,  on  the  Lords,  637. 

~— •  best  mode  of  speaking  at  the  bar  of,  571. 

— ,  its  power  over  the  national  purse,  714. 

—— .  Lord  Bollngbroke's  description  of,  574. 

-  -  -,  coarse  InTectives  used  in,  763. 
HouMj  of  Peers.  281.  296. 
H'Muchreakers,  695. 

Hoiitos  and  residences,  Johnson's,  10. 686. 

How,  Mr.  Richard,  718. 

Howard,  John,  Esq.,  the  phllantbropltt,  19. 114. 071. 

-*— ,  Hon.  Edward,  211. 

— — ,  Sir  George,  455. 

Howrll'i  ♦•  Letters."  446. 

HiKLUrtford,  Dr.,  92.  106. 

"  Hudihras,"  68.  340.  454.  0O6l 

HuK.  Hithop  of  Avranches,  29.  0.  562. 

Huifgins,  w..  the  translator  of  Ariosto,  129.    Dispute  with 

Warton,  656. 
HuuhM,  John,  the  poet,  88. 601. 666. 
Hiilk%.  punikhment  of  the,  586. 
Humafi  life.  218.  773.    Miseries  and  happiness  of,  447. 
—-  will,  liberty  of,  773. 
Humanity,  Johnson's,  770. 
Hum«.  David,  63.  k».  ]S0,  151.  174. 190. 311. 972.331.358.393. 

*U\.4H'2.  534  545.  557.  59a  629.     Echo  of  Voltaire.   191. 

•'^♦•creUry  of  Embascy  at  Paris,  88.    Political  principles, 
.722.    boeptldsm.  27'i.  634.  54.'>.  700.    Ills  "  Life."  534. 
Humour,  good  and  bad.  335. 451 .  609.  696. 
—--.  Johnson's  talent  for,  58. 
*' Humours  of  Ballaraagalry,"  961. 
Humphry,  Of  las,  Esq..  Johnson's  letters  to,  751. 759. 
Huntor,  Mr..  Johnson's  schoolmaster,  7.  89.  237.  836. 
77—.  Mrs.,  193.    Mi«s,  718. 
Hunter.  Dr     704.731. 

Hui.tinv.  Johnson  a  foxobuntrr,  351.  Pleasure  of,  838. 
Hurd.  liithop,  '20.  44H.  516.  572.  Gfl9.    "  Works  of  Cowley." 

^^.    Johnson's  character  of.  730.    Sermon  on  ctII  spirtti, 
^  701.  * 

"  Hurlo  Tbnimbo,"  Sam.  Johnson,  author  of.  366. 

Hmbands,  637. 

7-    .  John,  13. 

Husw>T.  Dr.  Thomas,  titular  Bishop  of  Watrrford,  H05. 

-  -  Kf-v.  John.  Irtter  to,  621. 

Hulchimon.  William,  a  drovrr.  honeftty  of,  398. 
■ — -.  John,  his  '*  Moral  Philosophy."  51 1. 
\r-'  Mr».,  15. 

Hutton.  William,  his  "  History  of  Derby,"  649. 
rr — .  Mr.,  the  Moravian,  806. 
Jl?''".  Hrnry.  Lord,  47fi. 
{>)Ht.  Mrs.,  (MUs  Adams),  761, 
">pocaast,  a  Roman  one,  418. 


Hypochondria,  the  **  English  'Malady."  14.  96.  617.  64a 
Byron's  definition  of,  15.  Suflbred  by  Mr,  Windham,  617. 
840. 

and  madness,  di^nctlon  between,  14. 

,  improper  treatment  of,  28. 

"  Hypochondriac,"  Boswell's.  16.  717. 

Hypocrite,  no  man  one  In  his  pleasures,  768. 

-^-,  play  of  the,  437* 


Iceland,  chapter  of  the  "  Natural  History  "  of,  589. 

IcolmkiU,  881, 382. 

Idleness,  110. 147.  106.  908.  657.  716. 

"  Idler,"  Johnson's,  1. 110. 114.  116.  510. 

Ignorance,  singular  instance  of,  309l 

— ,  guilt  of  continuing  in  foluntary.  181. 

—  among  men  of  eminence,  instances  of,  905. 

Ham,  Johnson's  visit  to,  415.  057. 

Ilchester,  Earl,  440. 

Ilk,  sense  of  the  word,  606. 

Imagination,  619. 883. 

Imlac,  why  so  spelled,  664. 

Immortality,  460. 557. 

Impartiality,  479. 

Impressions,  folly  of  trusting  to.  694. 

should  be  described  while  fresh  on  the  mind,  106. 

Impudence,  difference  between  Scotch  and  Irish,  438^ 

Ince,  Richard,  a  writer  in  the  "  SpecUtor,"  505. 

Inch  Keith.  281. 

Incfakeimeth,  873.  876.  379.  428,  429.    Ode  on,  878. 

**  Incidlt  in  Scyllam,"  ftc,  whence  taken,  718. 

Indvlllty,  668. 

Income,  llTing  within.  783. 

Incredulity,  ^hnson's,  578. 

Indecency  and  indelicacy.    See  Macanlay,  T.  B. 

Index  rerum  to  "  Clarissa,"  73. 

India,  government  of,  729. 

— — ,  Johnson's  thought  of  going  there.  501 . 

,  practice  of  going  to.  In  qoest  of  wealth,  636. 

Indians,  why  not  weaa  or  deformed,  728. 

Indigestion,  Johnson's  remedy  for,  440. 

Indolence,  Johnson's,  157. 165. 

Inequality,  political,  2.'^2. 

Infidel  writers,  358.  483. 484. 760. 

Infidelity,  174.  176.  202. 332.  460.  482.  513.  545.  760. 

— — ,  conjugal,  .WL  614.  636. 

Infidels,  keeping  company  with,  636. 

Influence  of  the  Crown,  316. 731. 

Ingratitude,  495. 

^— ,  French  saying  about,  335. 

Inheritance,  consequences  of  anticipating,  70& 

Inmates  and  pensioners,  Johnson's,  670.  «tO. 

Innes,  Rev.  Mr.,  121 

Innovation,  rage  for.  790. 

Inns.  Shenstone's  lines  on,  480. 880. 

Innys,  Mr.  William,  801. 

Inoculation,  762. 

Inquisition.  158. 

Insanity.  5.  14, 15. 106. 135, 336.  553. 664. 

,  hereditary,  important  observations  on,  5. 

Inscriptions,  Latin  or  English,  313. 393.  590. 

Insects,  960. 

Inspired,  whether  our  copies  of  the  Scriptures  are  to  be 
considered,  absolutely  and  literally,  as,  17d. 

Insults,  239,  240. 

Intentions,  175.    Good.  765. 

Interest,  574 .    Of  money,  611. 

Intoxication,  480. 

Intromiuion,  vicious,  344.  347.  378.  814. 

Intuition  and  sagacity,  distinction  between,  775. 

Invasion,  ridiculous  fears  of,  606. 

Invectives,  763. 

Inverary,  385. 

Inverness,  304. 

"  inverted  undentandlng,"  636. 

Invitations,  451. 

Invocation  of  saints,  968. 637. 761 . 

Inward  light.  319. 

Ireland,  217.  tiO.  363.  S77. 

li^urrd  by  the  union  with  Etkglaod,  688. 

,  hospitality  to  straomrs  in,  60O. 

— >,  Its  aociei  t  stale  little  known,  108. 

i^,  Johnson  wishes  its  literature  cultivated,  108. 

,  necoi%ity  of  poor  laws  in,  330. 

-— ,  Wlllum  Henry,  his  Shakspeare  forgeries.  510.  701. 

•'  Irene,"  Johuson's  tragedy  of,  27.  29,  30,  31.  45.  60.  61.  76. 
6.'>6. 

Irish,  the,  *•  a  fair  people,"  433.  Mix  better  with  the  Rngllih 
than  the  Scotch  do,  290.  J.'s  compassion  for  the  dis- 
tresses of.  217.  363.  J.'s  kindness  for,  638.  Union,  G38. 
Gentlemen,  good  scholars  among  them,  230.  Arrvot,  283. 
Impudence.  433.  Language,  531.  575.  And  Welch  l«i- 
guages.  affinity  betwr^n,  108.  And  Erse  languages  com* 
pared,  931.  44S.    PapisU,  317.  263.    Family  pride,  855. 

Irrtearable,  or  Irrepjlirable  ?  479. 

Irvine.  Mr.,  395.  849. 
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rnrtn.  Captain,  460. 
Isle  of  Man.  518. 

of  Muck.  341. 

luljr.  Johnion'i  projected  tour  to,  843.  496.  900.  M9.  50&. 

772.  nv  781. 
Ivy-laoe  Club.  6S.  107. 745.  752. 

Jackion,  Hennr,  Johnson'i  ichoolfellow.  4%9.  5W. 

.  Richard.  t5»q.,  M.  P..  th'^  "  Omnltcienl,"  500  640. 

,  Tbomai.  the  servant,  t*.  489. 

,  Mr.,  of  'Canterbury  38. 

Jacobites,  147.  438. 

JacobiUsm,  Johnson's  lng«n1ons  defence  of,  147. 

Jamcf  I..  243.  420.    His  *'  Daemonology, "  627. 

IL.  278. 325. 444.  . .  •  

IV.  of  Scotland.  BoswelVs  Intended  history  of.  293. 

,  Dr.,  19. 43. 236.  fiOl.  783.    His  "  Medicinal  Dictionary/* 

48.    His  character,  48.    His  death,  495. 
Janet,  Mr.,  31 2.  317. 
Japlx.  GUbert,  his  ••  Bymelcrle,"  163. 
"  Jealous  Wife,"  a  comedy.  VO. 
Jealousy,  512, 

Jenkinson,  Charles  (I^ird  LlTPrpool),  letter  to,  643. 
Jennens,  Charles,  of  Gopsal,  248. 

Jennings.  Mr.  573.  ^„  ,^ 

Jenyns,  Soame.  C8.  106.  609.  683.    His  "  Origin  of  Enl."  106. 

392.    Hit  epitaph  on  Johnson,  and  BoswcU's  rrtillation, 

106.    Application  of  a  passage  in  Horace  to,  590.    Uii 

"  Brldence  of  the  Christian  Religion,"  593. 
Jephson,  Robert,  Esq..  86. 206. 
Jersey.  Wliliam.  third  Karl,  3. 
Jcrvls.  B(r.,  of  Birmingham,  21. 

,  Elixabeth.  (Mrs.  Johnson),  24.  78. 

Jesidts,  destruction  of  the  order  of.  468. 

Jodrell,  Richard  Paul.  Esq.,  643. 764. 

Johnson,  Michael,  father  of  Samuel,  4,  A.  19.  214.  438.  813. 

,  Mrs.,  his  mother,  6. 7. 19. 23.  1 14.  812.    Her  death,  il3. 

— ,  Nathaniel,  brother  of  Samuel.  4.  23. 
.  Mrs.,  wife  of  Samuel.  25,  26. 28,  29.  50.  58.  65. 74, 75, 76, 

77.  81.86.  165.  502. 612.  615. 
— ,  Andrew.  Samupri  uncle,  4. 198.  239. 342. 437. 
Thomas.  Samuers  cousin,  427. 

JoRKsoN,  Samuvl.   Leodiitg  epentt  qf  hit  lift. 

1709.  his  birth,  4. 

inherits  a  rile  melancholy,  4. 832. 

his  account  of  his  family,  812. 

traditional  stories  of  his  precocity,  6. 

afflicted  with  scroftila,  7. 
1712.  touchfid  by  Queen  Anne  for  the  evH.  7. 
1716.  at  school  in  Lichfield.  7.    Boyish  da^s,  8. 

1726.  remoTed  to  the  school  of  Stourbridge.  10. 

1727.  leaves  .Stourbridge.    J.'s  two  years  at  home.  12.  837. 

1728.  enters  at  Pemb.  Coll..  12.  College  life,  13.  837- 
translates  Pope's  **  Messiah,"  13. 

the  **  morbid  melancholy  "  increases.  14. 

his  rmding,  16.    Specimens  of  e&ercises,  17. 
1731.  quits  college,  18. 

17.1'i.  becomes  usher  of  Bosworth  school,  20. 
173:).  at  Birmingham,  and  translates  Lobo,  21. 
1734.  returns  to  Lichfifld,  22. 

proposes  to  print  Politian's  poems,  22. 

offers  to  write  for  the  "  Gent.  Mag.."  t^. 

1736.  marries  Mrs.  Porter,  and  opens  a  school  at  Edlal,  26. 

1737.  goes  to  London  with  Garrlck,  27. 
retires  to  lodgings  at  Greenwich,  29. 
desitms  to  translate  Father  Paul,  29. 
returns  to  Lichfield  and  finishes  **  Irene,"  29* 
removes  to  London  with  his  wife,  HO. 

1738.  be*  omrs  a  writer  in  the  "Gent.  Mag.,"  31. 
writes  the  delMtes  in  parliament,  32. 

ftubllshes  **  London.*'  sells  it  for  ten  guineas,  33. 
ails  to  obtain  the  degree  of  A.  M..  37. 

1739.  publiAhes  "  Marmor  Norfolciense."  40. 

1740.  writes  Lives  of  Blake,  Drake,  and  Barretier,  43. 

1741.  translates  the  **  Jests  of  Hlerodes."  Guyon's  "  Disser- 

tation  on  the  AmazoDi,"  aad  FontencUe's  **  Panegyric 
on  Dr.  Morin."  44. 

1742.  writes  **  Ks»ay  on  the  Account  of  the  Conduct  of  the 

Duchess  of  Blarl borough,"  Lives  oi  Uurman  and 
of  Sydenham,  and  proposals  for  **  Blbliotheca  Har> 
lelana,"  46. 
1748.  writes  "  Considerations  on  the  Dispute  t>ctween  Crow- 
sdz  and  Warburton."J«c.,  and  dedication  to  Dr.  Mead, 
of  James's  **  Medicinal  Dictiuiiary,"  47. 

1744.  publi«hes  the  **  Life  of  Savage,"  and  writes  **  Preface 

to  the  Harl.  Miscell.."  49.  53. 

1745.  publishes  **  Miscellaneous  Obnen'atlonn  on  Macbeth, 

with  Itemarks  on  Haomer's  Shak»|M>are."  53. 
no  deUlls  of  his  life  for  the  vears  1745-(>,  .V|. 

1747.  publishes  the  prospectus  of  hi*  Dictionary,  56. 
turms  the  King's  Head  Club,  Wy  Lane,  58. 

1748.  vi^iti  Tuohridge  Wells.  58. 

writes  ••  Life  of  Roscommon,"  **  Preface  to  Dcdslrv's 
Preceptor,"  and  "  Vision  ot  Theooore  the  licroiii," 
80. 
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JORWSON,  SAMCIL.~eMtfMSeitf. 

1749.  gets  fifteen  guineas  for  Ibo  **  VanitjoT 

69. 
his  **  Ir«ne  **  acted  at  Drary  Laae.  €0. 

1750.  begins  to  publish  •*  The  Rambler ; "  hia 

mencing  the  undertaking.  62.   Write*  ~a|M«4«far  for    I 
the  benefit  of  Milton's  graod-danghtcr.  72. 
1761.  writes  **  Life  of  Chernd  **   Letter  for  T  ■■<■,  ■■« 

dedication  to  Lenoxes  "  Fanale  Quliota.**  TX,  , 

1753.  works  at  the  Dictionary  and  iUmbler,  74.  < 

death  of  his  wife,  and  grief  for  her.  75. 
writes  her  fuoersi  semoQ  and  epttapk,  77. 
circle  of  his  friends  at  this  time.  79. 

1753.  writes  papers  T  hi  **  Adventurer."  75.  Al. 

1754.  writes  **  Life  of  Cave."  84.  Visita  Oxford,  M. 
obtains  the  degree  of  A.  M.  from  Oxford,  90. 

1756.  publishes  his  Dictionary.  91. 
proJecU  a  "  Blbliothdque."  93. 
his  depressed  state  of  mind,  98i. 
the  Academy  della  Crusca  and   the  Fmck 

present  him  with  their  "  Dicttonarfe*,**  M. 
his  scheme  of  life  for  Suodav.  99.  . 

1756.  publishes  an  abridgment  of  Dictloaary.  lOB. 
writes  In  "  The  Universal  Visitor."  109. 
ediU  the  **  Literary  Magailne."  IC3. 
composes  sermons  for  clergymen,  in7. 
proposes  an  editloo  of  Shakspeare,  107. 
offered  a  living,  but  declines  ukmg  ordrra,  107 
1767.  dicutes  a  speech  at  a  pul»lic  meattag  oo  the 

to  Rochlort,  107. 
1758.  commences  the  "  Idler."  110. 

bo  breaks  up  housekccplog,  and  mnasn  to  ck. 

lu  the  Temple,  110. 
1789.  death  of  bis  mother,  IIS. 

writes  his  *'  Rasselas."  to  pay  far  her  fmcral,  1 IV 

makes  an  excursion  to  Oxford.  117. 

writes  a  **  Dissertalioo  oo  the  (ire^k  Coaedr."  '^^ 

Introduction  to  **  The  World  DisDlared,** 

Letters  concerning  Blackfrtara*  BrUge.**  ll>. 
vrltei  *'  Address  of  the  PaSmer*  to  C>«ori:«  lit. 

dedication  to  Baretti's  Italian  Dictfonary. 

view  of  Tytler'i  **  VlndicatioQ   of  ~ 

Scou,"  119. 
forms  resolutions  for  his  conduct  and 
writes  preface  to  **  Rolt'i  Dictlonarr.**  121. 
writes  dedication  of  **  Kenoedv's  Astroonvfeal 

uology.'*  and  preftee  to  llieCatalo] 

exhIbUlon,  134.  E 
obLiins  a  pension  of  3001.  a-year,  ISS. 
accompanies  Sir  Joshua  Reyuolds  into  Dvroo.  177 
writes  character  of  Collins,  **  Life  of  Aachasr.'    *• 

cation  to  Hoole's"  Tasso/'aad  Detectio*  ei  t»  . 

posture  of  the  Cock-Une  Ghost.  IJn— A. 
Boswell  becomes  acquainted  with  bias,  131. 
the  *' Literary  Club"  founded.  161. 
afflicted  with  severe  hypocboudria.  IGt. 
writes  review  of  Gralnscr's  **  Sugar  Can*."  aad  «f  O^ 

smith's**  Traveller."  164. 
visits  Dr.  Percy,  16/;. 
1766.  Tiflu  Cambridge,  1C7. 

created  LL.  D.  In  Dublin  Volrerritr.  Id. 
Is  Introduced  to  tlie  I'hrali^  lO.  if  I. 
publishes  bis  Shakspeare.  107 

1766.  writes  the  dedication  of  Gwyon's  **  L«i«d««« 

mlusier  Imptoved,"  and  "^Thm  \' 
tale.  181. 

1767.  his  interview  with  the  King.  IM. 

writes  dedication  to  the  Kxng  of  **  Adoas*  Tr^^  m 
the  Globe."  167. 
1708.  writes  prologop  to  Goldsmith's  pl^y.  1<C. 
▼iftits  Oxford.  I(i9. 

1769.  i^pointed  professor  in  aadait  litcsmtvw  ta  ^m  I  i  • 

Academy.  197. 
visits  Oxford.  UchBeld,  and  Brighton,  TST. 
appears  at  the  Old  Bailey  as  a  wtucsa^  au;. 

1770.  publishes  "  The  False  Alarm.**  ^\^. 

1771.  publishes  **  Thoughts  on  the  late  Trmswi; 

Ing  Falkland's  Islands,"  221. 
defign  of  bringing  lam  into  parllameBt. 
prepares  a  4th  edition  of  the  Dm  tMitkary,  S 
1773.  writes  law  arguraenu  for  Bosv^li,  S4l. 
sketches  of  his  state  of  mi  mI.  243. 

1773.  pMbUf.lies  new  edition  oi  Dtctionarr,  9ML 
writes   preface  to  **  MaclM«ii*S  01 

GcograpbT."  846. 
attempu  to  leam  the  Low  Dvitrh  Ir^gr 
journey  wiih  Boswell  to  the  Ilrt^rtO**,  y7 
presented  with  the  freedom  of  Ab«nii^n.  2  :. 

1774.  writing  his  "  Journey  to  the  Hrlwide*,'"  «i  i  - 
viMti  N'unh  Wales  wltli  the  TKrmlrs« 415. 
viMts  Mr.  Burkr  at  B<*«i^on»6ekU  4^. 
wntus  ••  Tlie  Patriot,"  4*%. 

1775.  publifhvs  his  '*  Journey  to  the  BchrUn,**  OI 
publuhes  •'  Taxation  no  rTranny."  434 
riTeives  degree  of  D.C.L.  from  Oftfos«,  MC 
visits  France  with  the  Tbralea.  A^ 

1776.  writes  pru|iosals  for  an  Analyku  uf  the  Cctt^ 

476. 


1760. 


1761. 
1762. 


1763. 


1764. 
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JoiiNsoK,  Samckl,  —  amtimud. 

Tiftiu  Oxford  Mid  Lichfield.  481.,  And  Bath.  5(M. 
1777.  engaget  to  write  '*  The  I^lvra  of  the  Poet«."  530. 

wntet  dediciition  of  the  works  of  Uishop  Pearce,  531. 
▼t>it>  Oxford  and  Dertwthlrp,  fOA. 

exeru  htmielf  In  behairof  Dr.  Dodd,  541. 
177)).  his  TitU  to  Warley  Camp,  618. 

•quabblea  of  his  inmates.  liSO. 
1779.  publishes  the  Qrsc  four  volumes  of  "  The  LIres  of  the 

Poets."  622. 
I7«tc.  employrd  on  '*  The  Lives  of  the  Poets,"  CIS. 
17U1.  completes  his  "  Lives  of  the  Poets."  filKy. 

df>ath  of  Mr.  Throle,  GHl .   J.  one  of  his  executors,  682. 

loses  his  friend  Mr.  Strahan,  687. 

plans  a  life  of  greater  dlUecncc,  698. 

purftoses  to  studv  ItalLin  literature.  698. 

visits  Oxford,  Birmingham,  and  Lichfield,  698. 
17^2.  loses  his  old  friend  Robert  Levett,  700. 

di'clining  state  of  his  health,  70*2. 

visiu  Oxford,  708. 

takes  leave  of  Streatham,  710. 
17.S3.  hna  a  stroke  of  the  palsy.  734. 

visits  Lichfield  and  Oxiurd,  736. 

founds  the  Essex  Head  Club,  746. 

troubled  with  spasmodic  asUima,  746. 
I?84.  visits  Oxford.  7A8. 

his  friends  project  a  toor  to  Italy,  772.  775,  776. 

visits  Llchdeld,  Birmingham,  and  Oxford,  783. 

etpiatorr  visit  to  Uttoxetcr,  791. 

details  of  hia  last  illness  and  Death,  793— 807. 839^846. 

Will,  801. 

Fr.HERAL  In  Westminster  Abbey,  807. 

Monument  in  St.  Paul's,  8GH. 

EpiUpbs  by  Mr.  Flood  and  Dr.  Parr,  809. 

Chronological  Catalogue  of  liis  Pkonu  Wokki,  82L 

List  of  various  Poitbaiti  of  blm,  81 1. 

List  of  various  Intended  Desions,  794.  820 

RfccoLLBcnoNa  of  him  by  Miss  Ueynolds.  8.10. 

MiscelUtneoiis  Anecdotes  of.  By  Mr.  Wicklns.  835.  By 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Parker,  by  Mrs.  Rose,  by  Mr.  Robert 
Barclay,  by  Mr.  Green,  836. 

Leading  points  qfUt  koMf,  mamuri,  and  character. 

Jnhnion,  his  peculiarities  of  person  and  manner.  7.  8,  9.  !& 
'i3.2l.  V^  41,42.  87.  166,  166.  176.  195.  *j;s»  269.  ^L  371. 
4if).A'M.  511. 

.  very  imperfect  sight,  466.  611.  835. 

,  injthility  to  dUcrlroinate  features,  556.  835. 

,  dfrrctive  hesiring,  H3A. 

,  gesticulations.  42.  269.  439.  677. 

,  fieculiar  march,  677.    Loud  boue  of  voice,  835. 

.  remarkable  laugh,  457. 

.  heat  and  IrriUbility  of  blood,  721. 

,  dress.  2C9.  606.  832. 

.  general  cralu  of  character  aod  mode  of  Itving.  8, 9. 13. 

18.  24,  25.  36.  41.  48.  61.  W.  6.1.  79.  81.  210.  2iM.  »71. 

.  morbid  melancholy.  14. 42.  91.98.  116. 165. 188.  211.  SG0. 

X\r..  4H2   496.  526.  ^'l^.  640.  601.  737.  764.  H3I . 

.envy,  61.  134.  0(K). 

.  uncouth  habits.  409.  83.5. 

.  rM*(.Aslonal  rudeness,  393.  387. 420.  487.  510. 618.  693. 688. 

&'iH.  G'^l.  68.''i.601.832 

*^,  readiness  to  take  offence  at  a  sllKht,  79.  85.  8.12. 

.  cAtiniC,  159.  160.  269.  WJ.  H.Hd..  niul  drinklug,  JOO.  fiOS. 

,  rci>p<-ct  for  birth  and  family.  220. 

,  profound  reverence  for  the  hierarchy,  679.  723. 

,  r>ow  to  an  archbishop,  723. 

.  insensibility  to  music  and  painting,  123.  373.  470.  770. 

K32. 

.  alleged  raperttltlon,  165.  2^8. 

.  personal  courage.  430.    Activity,  834.  836. 

,  icreac  love  of  late  hours,  .v;:i. 

.  disregard  of  put>hc  abuse.  624.  663.  672.  675. 

,  abhorrence  oraflVctati'ut,  «Hj2. 

,  love  of  chemistry,  40.  G.14. 

^~ .  knowledge  of  tr:ulei,  34M.  3o5. 

,  extensive  knowledge  of  lit'-r.try  history, 

.  allctt«Hl  deficiency  in  (jrcck,  7'.>4.  796. 

,  l>owrr  and  extent  of  his  memory,  6.  9.  86. 

«— ,  iMiiitirsl  prpjudicfs.  41. 

,  pr^'judice  against  the  Scotch,  2^7).  432,  433. 

,  unjitst  contt-rapt  for  forctguers,  6.i9. 

.  oratorical  powers.  223. 

,  ronversatlooal  powers.  68.  216.  967.  6^0.  G92.  738. 

,  dexterity  at  retort,  719. 

—m,  kK>w-wow  way  of  speaking.  4.19. 

.  mode  of  reatling,  lA'A  ,  aikI  recitation,  834. 

,  ri»lr  to  taik^hii  brst,  719.  H31. 

,  j;rr.-tt  tftlent'lor  humour.  W. 

__.  I>4»w>*rs  of  improvisation,  171. 

,  di»tlke  to  be  tfaml  with  qu<'»tton«,  .'M5. 

,  f'VCr.iordinarv  fertility  of  hii  niln<1. 64. 

.  t'-tideriiess  bcwevol'nce.  hutnnnitjr,  and  affability.  19. 

4h.  77.  7H  113.  114.  IM.  119.  127.  iut.  1U11«7.  217.438.  535. 

rmA.  .V.jH.  612.  770.  «»4. 
,  caiiJiour  aod  ami4blcnosf,  438. 


Johnson,  ceremony  to  ladies,  467.  832. 

— — ,  gratitude,  168. 

-— ^  kindness  to  servants,  722. 

—— ,  constancy  to  those  once  employed,  769. 

.  fondness  for  animals,  722. 

,  charity,  636.  570.  632,  758.  834. 

,  love  of  the  poor,  127.  142.  216.  607. 

,  kindness  to  authors,  624. 

,  rigid  honesty,  18. 

,  early  and  systematic  piety,  5.  l.^S.  24.  41.  100.  113.  792. 

— ,  Inviolable  regard  to  truth,  45.  149.  479.  u72. 

,  would  only  write  for  pa%-,  41.  107  171. 

-<—•,  kindness  to  children.  503.  722. 

,  confidence  In  the  efficacy  of  prayer.  285.  296.  831—834. 

-— ,  dread  of  death,  206.  211.  397.  430.  545.  695.  748.  755. 
760.  836. 

,  ohjectlon  to  the  use  of  parenthesia,  7'2fk 

— — ,  writing  by  fits  and  staru,  789. 

,  rapid  composition.  59  63.  285.  299.  445.  613. 665.  09.1. 

,  the  **  Ramblers  "  written  hastily,  63.  6(.h.    loO  lin4>s  of 

"  TheVanltv  of  Human  WUhes,"  in  a  day,  177. "  Rasscias," 
in  a  week,  115.  "  False  Alarm"  in  twenty-eight  hours, 
213.  A  sermon  after  dinner,  286.  Forty-eight  pages  of  the 
**  Life  of  Savage"  at  a  sitting.  28.5.  Six  sTieeU  of  trans- 
latioo  from  the  Freoch  in  a  day,  2S5.  "The  Patriot" 
in  one  day,  426. 

,  at    sixty-seven  purposes  to  apply  vigorously  to  the 

Greek  and  Italian  languages,  523. 

,  style  characterised,  69,  70.  71.  682.  666. 

^— ,  various  Imitations  of,  796. 

W.  S.,  of  Connecticut,  Johnson's  letter  to,  248. 
Commodore.  241. 
.  of  the  lay  moiwstery,  398. 

-^,  Charles,  author  of  "  Adventures  of  a  Crtunea,"  359. 

,  Samuel,  author  of  "  Hurlo  Thrurobo,"  366. 

—— ,  the  equestrian,  136.  573. 

,  Thomas.  427..  and  Samuel,  632. 802: 

,  Miss  (Mrs.  Whiting),  801. 

— ^  Mrs.  (widow  of  a  clergyman),  129. 

*'  Johnsoniana,"  the  collection  so  called.  479.  606. 

Johiutone.  Arthur,  his  poems,  156.  294.  750. 

— ^,  Sir  James,  757. 

Jones,  Sir  William,  87. 218.  269.  2)8.  629.  646.  676. 

,  Philip.  483. 

,  Miss,  108. 

Jonson,  Ben,  72. 404. 

Jorden,  Rer.  Mr.,  12.  13. 18. 89.  837. 

Jortin,  Dr.,  his  sermons,  579.    His  epitaph,  711. 

"  Joseph  Andrews."  Fielding's.  238. 

Journal.  Johnson  advises  keeping  one,  148. 251.  449.  SC8. 716. 

^.-  des  Savans.  1H«». 

Journey.    See  Hebrides. 

Jubilee.  198. 

Judges,  private  life  of,  402.  Trading,  445.  Why  they  should 
not  hold  their  plates  for  life.  44H. 

,  an  opinion  of  the  Twelve,  613. 

Judgment.  450. 

Julian,  Emperor,  74. 

Julien.  M..  2<)8. 

Junius.  68.  177.  222.  625.  765. 

Juries,  499. 

Justamond,  J.  O.,  530. 

Juvenal.  33,  34.  69.  390.  681.  617. 

^^,  Uolyday's  notes  oo,  praised.  841. 


Kaimev.  Henry  Home,  Lord.  43  1.14.  1.59. 191  205.  244.  3.<i0. 

392.  His  •'  hnements  of  Crttici>m,"  134. 57h.  Ills  "  Skotciios 

of  Man,"  678.611.616. 
Kearney,  Bishop.  16K.  4M9. 
,  Dr.  Micliael,  notes  nnd  ob'ervatinns,  51,  52,  l40.  160. 

168.  204.  251.  .'jH.V  6(>5.  636.  07»». 
Kearsley,  Mr.,  the  bookseller,  67.  677. 
Kcdieiton.  416.  548. 
Keene.  Mr.,  466. 
Keith.  Mr.,  of  the  Excise,  304. 303. 

.  La<ly.  4R8. 

Kelly.  Hugh.  190.  632.  804. 

,  llinmai.  sixth  Karl  of,  399.  551. 

Kcmbic,  John  Philip,  :mM.  741,  742. 

.  Chjirl<<s,  741. 

Kempis.  Tbom.-u  i.  .^72.  661. 
Ken.  BUhop.  452.  551.  759. 
Kendal.  Duchess  nf.  15  i . 
Kennedy,  Sir  Alexander.  305. 

,  Dr.. dedication  of  liis  **  Astrooonlcal  ChroDology.**  191. 

.  Dr..  his  Trajredy.  576. 

Kennicot.  Dr.  Hmj.mitn.  219.  276.   Mrs..  CKH.  731. 

Kenrick.  Dr.  William,  attacks  on  J.,  171.  188.  194.  368.  689. 

Ki-nl.  DuLf  of.  1H7. 

Keppel.  Admiral,  161.  CM. 

Kerr,  Mr.  J.imes.  276. 

Kprrv,  Knli(ht  of,  377. 

Krttel.  Hall.  )<H. 

Kildare.  i:.irl  of,  300. 

Kilmarnock.  Lord.  '.(97. 

Kiimurey,  John,  teutta  Viscount,  417. 
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Kimchi,  BabbI,  3. 

Kindenlej,  Mr..  740. 

Kindneu.  SU.  709. 

King,  Dr.  William.  93«  93. 117. 8S1.  4ftS. 

-— ,  Dr.,  on  the  happioeM  of  a  future  state,  W3. 

^— ,  ArchbUhop.  his  "  Essay  on  EriW*  086. 

^—,  Lord,  his  "  Life  of  Locke,"  155. 

King,  Johnson's  interriew  with  the,  186. 

Kings,  their  sitoation.  144.  161.  1S5. 343.  670. 

Kingsborott^,  Earldom,  377. 

**  Kingsburgh,**  (Alex.  Macdonald),  324,319. 383.  862. 366. 

King's-Head  Club.  68. 

Klppts,  Dr.,  1 17.  223.  292. 568,  663. 792.    J.'s  opinion  of,  836. 

Knanton,  MiM,  66.  96. 

Knelfer,  Sir  Godfrey,  676. 

Knight,  Lady,  24. 74. 76. 181.  AnecdoCetof  Johnson,  76.  And 

ofMrs.  WIUiams,74.  181. 
i— ,  Captain  Sir  Joseph,  480, 481. 
^-^  Jo»n>h,  the  negro,  666. 
Knights  Templars,  College  of,  340. 
Knitting,  077.    Johnson  attempts  to  learn,  449. 766. 
KnoUes,  27. 

Knowledge,  142. 182.  252.  449.  484.  606.  608. 
Knowles,  Mary,  617.  618.  691. 692,  693.  696.    Dialogue  with 

Jfdmson,  696. 
Knox,  John,  the  reformer,  26.  %3. 284. 

,  Rer.  Vloesimus,  imitates  Johnson's  style,  70. 773.  797. 

— >  Mr.  John,  opinion  of  Johnson's  "  Journey,"  431. 
Konigsmark,  Count,  190i 
Kristrom,  Mr.,  231. 

Labefactation  of  all  principles,  453. 

La  Bletrie,  74. 

La  Brurftre,  450. 

Lactantius,  638. 

Lade,  Sir  John.  Johnson's  verses  on,  806. 

Ladles,  Johnson's  politeness  to,  882. 

Lafontaine.  61. 

Lambesc,  Prince,  462. 

Landed  property,  473. 

Landlords,  m  338.  343. 366. 870. 448. 679. 713. 

Langley,  Rer.  Mr.,  416. 

,  Charles,  Estr,  husbastd  of**  Alley  Croker,**  580. 

Langton,  Bennet,  Esq.,  8.  29.  69.  79,  80.  S!*,  108,  109.  112. 

121. 128.  163. 177, 178.  188.  194.  197.  203.  222.  260.  263.  966, 

266.  292.  298. 337. 878.  413.  428. 430.  446. 4.'^1. 467.  479. 486. 

509,  610.  623,  624.  628.  637.  548.  656.  670.  679.  663, 589.  697. 

602, 603.  614.  618.  646.  662.  680.  686.  703. 736. 740.  756. 803. 
—.Johnson's  letters  to, 96.  108.  112.  121.  177,  178.  188. 

222.  225. 326.  413.  461.  467.  636. 62a  697.  708.  740.  761.  779. 

786.    Character  of,  834. 
— — ,  collection  of  Johnson's  sayings,  666. 

,  letter  to  Boswell,  646. 

,  Miss,  J(riinson's  letter  to.  227. 

,  Mlu  Jane,  427.  666.    Johnson's  letter  to,  785. 

,  Mr..  Senior.  260.  509.    Mrs..  363 

•^,  Peregrine,  Esq.,  his  economy.  178. 

,  Bishop.  80. 

parish,  107. 

Ijanguage,  731 .    Origin  of,  726. 
— — ,  ancient,  not  to  be  modernised,  768. 
— — ,  on  writing  Terses  in  a  dead,  454. 
Languages,  15^  182.  202.  331. 467. 606. 
the  pedigree  of  nations,  340. 
poets  the  preservers  of,  606. 
Irish  and  Gaelic  the  same,  23 1 .    Chinese.  61 1 . 
Lansdowo,  Marquis  of,  fxa. 
Lapidary  inscriptions,  inaccurate,  622. 
Lapoucbln.  Madame,  611. 

Lascaris'  Grammar,  first  book  printed  in  Greek,  426. 
Late  hours,  Johnson's  fondness  for.  663. 
Latimer,  210. 
Latin  inscriptions,  313.  392. 

language,  Johnson's  proficiency  in,  468. 837. 

La  TrobeTRev.  Mr.,  805. 846. 

lAud,  Archbishop,  his  diary,  250. 

Lauder.  William,  his  forgery.  35.  72,  78.  667. 

Lauderdale,  Earl  of,  297.  601. 

"  Laughers,"  useftil  monitors,  718. 

Laughter,  833.   Johnson's  peculiar.  467. 

Laurel,  the,  67. 

Law,  478.  664.    Law  reporU,  252.    OfentaU,473. 

,  Johnson's  intention  of  studying,  168. 

^,  his  opinions  on,  175.  179.  189.  250.  27L  278.  291.  464. 

478.  601.  513.  627.  654.  613.  678.  688. 
Law,  Edmund.  Bishop  of  Carlisle,  (35. 641. 

,  WiUlam,  16.  218.  448.  769.  762. 

,  his  **  Serious  Call,"  15.    Commended,  217. 

Lawrence,  Dr.  Thomas,  79.  113.  41 G.  429.  501.  526. 642. 643^ 

644. 660.  702.  704. 734.    J.'s  letters  to,  429.  642.  700.  702. 

J.'s  letters  to  his  daughter,  703.    His  death,  734. 

,  Sir  Thomas,  113. 338 

Laws,  473.  .V)2. 

lawyers,  175.  257.  271.  599.  678.  766. 

_ ^,  not  to  be  censured  for  multiplying  words.  678. 

_— ,  on  their  soliciting  practice,  478. 

-.— ,  Sunday  consultations  of,  4S6. 


Lawrers,  Cicero's  defenee  d,  139. 

Laxity  of  talk  confessed,  387. 

Lay  patronage,  argument  In  deltaee  oC  3BD.  ilS. 

Laslness,  343.  602. 

Lea,  Rev.  Samuel,  9, 10. 

Learned  women,  201. 

Learning,  842.  882.  299.  396.  491. 

—  more  general  than  formerly,  731. 

Leasowes,  494. 

Lectures,  on  the  practice  of  tcadiiog  by,  174. 

Lee,  Alderman,  617. 

.— .,  Arthur.  Esq.,  916.  617. 

«— ,  John.  Esq.,  the  barrister,  671. 

,  Mrs.,  62.  

Leechman,  Dr.  WiUlam,  388.    Ott  **  Prvfcr," 

Leclerc,  93. 

Le  Despenser,  Lord,  36. 

Leeds,  Francis,  Duke  of,  lines  on,  668. 

Legitimation  by  subsequent  marriage,  487. 

l^grand,  21. 

Lelbnits,  231.  363w 

Leicester,  Dudley,  Earl  of,  418. 

I^inster,  Duke  of,  198. 

Leisure  for  intellectual  improvement,  9BS. 

Leith.  380. 

Leiand.  Rev.  Dr.  Thomas,  168. 863. 8S1. 600. 

,  Johnson's  letter  to,  168. 

— — ,  Counsellor,  603. 

Leland's  "  Itinerary,"  42a 

Leman,  Sir  WilUam,  53. 

Lending  money,  means  of  influence,  836. 

Lenox,  Mrs.  Charlotte,  79.  83.  99.  117. 1^4.  427.  fi97.  7K. 

"  Leooidas,"  Glover's,  801. 

Le  Roy,  Bfr..  460. 

Leslie.  Charles,  760. 

-.^,  John,  284. 

Letham,  Prior,  plane  tree  then,  286. 

Letter-writing,  687. 

Letters,  the  sanctity  of  private,  198. 

— — ,  **  none  received  in  the  gfave,**  806. 

Lettsom,  Dr.,  615. 

Levellers,  162. 

Lever,  Sir  Ashton,  776. 

Levett.  Mr.,  19. 49. 68.    Johnaon's  letter  taw «. 

,  Robert.  76l  78. 186. 149. 178. 8S0.  501 .  f 

684.700.73.V 

.  Johnson's  letters  to.  421.  486.  463. 884. 

,  death,  and  rtnet  on,  700. 

Lewis,  David,  and  his  lines  on  Pope.  763. 

,Mr.F.,7l. 

,  Dean  and  Mrs.,  129. 

Lewson,  (Leveson),  Mrs.,  646. 
**  Lexiphanes,"  Campbell's,  188. 
Libels,  366.  479.  499.  637. 

from  the  pulpit,  513.    Ob  the 

Liberality,  Johnson's,  671. 

Liberty.  194.  961. 628.     PoUtleal.  194.     Of 

Of  conscience  and  liberty  of  teacMiig. 

tween,  730.    Of  the  press,  194.  499.    Of 

623.     And  necessity.  677. 
Libraries,  alse  of  several  frreat,  884. 
Library,  Johns<m*s,  149. 800. 
Licensers  of  the  stage,  40. 
Lichfield,  tU  iohabltanU,  489. 
,  Johnson's  vlstto  to,  30. 189. 137. 191. 114.  Stt. 

466.  488.  489.  790. 
— — .  veneration  of  the  corpoiBtioQ  at,  fat 
«— ,  Lord,  Chaaeellor  of  Oxfbrd,  600. 
Liddeli,  Sir  Henry,  235. 
Lies.  180.  14a  766. 
Life,  rules  for  the  ooodoct  of.  709. 

Johnson's  extreme  atta^oscnt  tn.  8M. 
Dryden's  phUosophleal  lines  on,  764. 
human,  773. 
,  reflections  on,  184. 187. 11%  814.  ill. 

764. 

,  on  living  it  over  again,  764. 

"  LiUiburlero."  ballad  of,  tu  poUllal 

Lilliput  Parliament.  891. 

Lindsay,  Lady,  404. 

Linen,  advantages  of  wearing,  S7* 

Linlcv.  Miss,  453. 

Ltnlitbgow,  297. 

Liutut,  the  Ijookseller,  28.  149. 

Liquors,  Johnson's  scale  oC  617. 

"  Literary  Anecdotes,"  Nlehob's,  TfBL 

Literary  fame.  199.  257. 490. 

frauds,  72.  H2. 107. 122. 701. 

labours.  Johnson's,  794. 

man,  life  of,  686.  . 

Joumaii,  186. 

property,  149.  264.  879.  8K.  411.  Mi. 

*'  Literary  Magaiine.**  J.*»  imtiBiWiiMS  t^  I«L  IfS*  f  ft 
Literature,  French  and  Baalish 

.  small  quantltr  of.  In  tte  world,' 

,  dignity  oC  600. 

Litorgy  of  our  church 
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LiTerpool,  Moond  Earl,  868. 

«•  Llret  of  Um  Admlrall*'  142. 

•*  Livei  of  tb«  Bogltoh  Poeu,*'  JohoMo's,  167.  630.  640.  603 . 
612.  618.  6U.  6t4.  616. 639, 630.  683.642, 643. 646.  661.  665. 
675.  677.  703. 750. 778. 

,  crittqiM  0D«  and  aocoant  of,  665. 675. 

_^  the  most  populmr  of  hb  works,  186. 

,  Gibber**,  504. 506.  818. 

,  of  Dryden  aod  Sb«lupeare»  lij  Johntoo,  616. 

Llewenejr,  418. 

Lloyd,  Dr.,  Btihop  of  St.  Asaph,  79.  418. 759. 

,  Mr.,  ibe  Qaaker,  of  Birmingham,  487. 

,  Humphry,  the  antiquary,  418. 

,  Miss  Oliria,  the  Quakeress,  23. 

Lobe's  *'Acooant  of  A^ssinia,"  21,  22.  285. 496. 

Local  attachment,  209. 

Locality,  787. 

Lochbuy,  the  Laird  and  Lady  oi;  383, 384. 

Loch  Lomond,  391.  627. 

Lock,  WillUm.  Esq.,  668. 

Locke.  John,  155.  293.  656. 

,  his  rerses,  293. 

.  plan  of  education  imperfect,  618. 

Lockhart,  Sir  George,  342. 

Lockman,  Mr.,  666. 

Jxidffings,  list  of  Johnson's  various,  in  London,  80, 58. 

Loflt,  Capel.  Esq.,  756. 

Loggan's  drawing  of  company  at  Tunbridge  Wells,  26.  68. 

Lombe,  Mr.  John,  his  silk-mill.  649. 

**  London,*'  Johnson's  poem  of.  23.  83.  86,  37.  59. 

London,  27,  28.  443.  449.  501.  653.  565.  678.  581. 597.  619.  625. 
635.  712. 724.  728.  791. 

,  field  of  genius  and  exertion,  27.  Fountain  of  intelli- 
gence and  pleasure,  412.  Preeminence  over  every  other 
place,  C25.    No  place  cures  vanity  so  well  as,  217. 

,  '*  Art  of  Living"  in,  28. 

,  Johnson's  love  of.  107. 143.  SOO.  217.  221. 870.  654.  681. 

625.785.791. 

,  state  of  the  poor  In,  636. 

,  too  large,  449. 

,  no  similarity  to  a  head  connected  with  a  body,  449. 

,  mode  of  choosing  its  mayors,  617. 

,  shopkeeper,  289,  290. 

,  Pennanrs  account  of,  S88b 

*'  London  Chronicle,"  106.  164.  SOB.  248. 670. 679. 

"  London  Manuine."  45. 

Londoners,  209.  870. 

Long,  (North)  Dudley,  Esq.,  678.681. 

Longitude,  99. 

Longlands,  Mr.,  941. 

Longley,  John,  Esq.,  Reeorder  of  Rochester,  667. 

,  Bishop,  657. 

Longman,  the  Messrs.,  56.    Thomas,  96. 

Lonsdale,  first  Earl  of,  30a 

Looking-glasses,  463. 

Lord's  Prayer,  704. 

Loudon,  third  and  fourth  Earls  oL  394.  497. 

,  Lady  Margaret  Dalirmple.  Countess  of.  322. 394. 620. 

Loughtwrough,  Lord  ( A.  Wedderbum,  Earl  of  Hosslyn),  37. 
45.  126, 127.  131,  132. 425.  448.  455.  478.  494.  717. 

,  taught  English  pronunciation  by  Sheridan,  132. 

,  his  talents  and  great  good  fortune,  132. 

Louis  the  Fourteenth.  186.  235.  279.  609. 

,  the  Fifteenth,  236.  461. 

. .Philippe,  461. 

Lovat,  Simon,  twelfth  Lord,  55, 342. 402. 

,  verses  on  his  execution,  55^ 

,  his  inscription  to  the  memory  of  his  lather,  344. 

Love,  129.  217.  450.  488.  561. 

Love,  Bfr.,  232. 

"  Love  of  Fame,"  Young's,  357. 

"  Love  in  a  Hollow  Tree,"  680. 

"  Love  and  Madness,"  720. 

I«oveday,  Dr.  John,  264. 

LovltMnd,  Edward,  Esq.,  27. 

Low  company.  767.    Low  life,  371. 

Lowe,  Rev.  Mr.,  8, 9. 

,  Mauritius,  606.  626.  653.  705.  724.    Letters  to,  709.  736. 

Lowth,  BUhop,  48.  185.  289.  303.  420.  448.  606. 513.  727. 

Lowther,  Sir  James,  300.    Family  of,  800. 

Lucan,  Rowe's.  837. 

Lucan,  Lord  and  Lady,  610.  637.  644.  646. 

Lucas,  Dr.  Charles.  104.    Dr.  Richard.  366. 

Lucian,  497. 665.    More's  Translation  of,  836. 

Lunaisden,  Andrew,  Esq.,  466. 

Lunardl,  the  aeronaut,  784. 

Lusiad,  Mlckle's  transUtion,  386.  744. 

,  Johnson's  intentioa  to  tnmslate  the,  745. 

Luther,  337. 

Luton  Hoe,  Johnson  aad  Boswell's  visit  to,  695. 

Lutterel,  Colonel,  213.    Lady  Anne,  263. 

Luxury,  236.  251.  282.  389. 

- — ,  outcry  against,  612. 671. 590.  694. 

Lydla,  Thomas,  60. 

Lye,  Edward,  and  his  Saxon  Dictionary,  177. 

Lyttelton,  George  Lord,  58.  84.  88.  205.  218.  224.  252.  258. 
313.  362. 424. 465.  484.  504. 658.  618.  673, 673. 


Lyttelton,  his  Life  of  Henry  IL,  186. 604.  His  **  Dlalogneaof  the 

l)ead,"  218. 673.   His  extreme  anxiety  as  an  author,  604. 
-— ,  Johnson's  life  of,  672.  837. 

,  Thomas,  the  second  Lord,  424. 660.    His  visions,  763. 

.Lady,  442. 

,  Mr.,  224. 

,  Mr.  (Lord  Westcote)  and  MiM,  611. 


Maeallen,  Eupham,  the  tenatic  woman.  276. 

Macartney,  George,  Earl  of,  124.  487.  501.  bTl.  646.  668. 673. 

Macaolay,  Thomas  Babington,  his  blundering  criticisms  on 

fbrmcr  edition ;  on  the  epigram  ad  Lauram  paritmram, 

47.    On  the  omiulon  of  indecent  expressions,  176.    On 

the  execution  of  Montrose,  367.  On  Prince  Titi,  461.    On 

OynTW  otkM,  626.    One  of  his  suggestions  adopted,  484. 
— ,  Rev.  Kenneth,his  accountof  St.  Kilda,  191.229.301.457. 
,  Mrs.  Catharine,  78.  152.  167.  252.  442.  457.  609.  517. 

556. 
M'AuUy,  Rev.  John,  388.  890. 
Macbean,  Alexander.  39.  67.  246.  502. 654.  684.  774. 
Bfacbeth,  64.  206.  20&  300. 306.  627. 
«*  Maocaroni,"  324. 

Maocaronle  verses,  etymologv  of,  691. 
Macclesfield,  George,  Earl  or,  88. 
^-*,  Anne  Maron,  Countess  of,  the  reputed  mother  of 

Savage,  60, 61. 68. 
Macconochie,  Mr.,  afterwards  Lord  Meadowbank,  666. 
Maccruslick,  Sandie  Ifacleod,  318. 322. 
Maodouald,  Sir  James,  153.  231. 312, 313.  321.  331.  352.  361. 

661. 
,  inscription  on  his  monument,  and  letters  to  his  mother, 

824. 
i  Sir  Alexander,  afterwards  Lord,  231.  236. 311, 812, 313, 

816. 821. 826.  864. 869, 860. 374.  396. 
— — ,  Latin  verses,  addressed  by  him  to  Dr.  Johnson  In  the 

Isle  of  Skle,  824. 

.  Lady  Margaret,  326. 353, 864. 627. 

,  Miss  Flore,  some  account  of,  322.  324,  826,  326,  331. 

863.409. 

,  Alexander,  of "  Kingsburgh,"  324.  333.  346.  352,353. 

—"■I,  Maior-general,  856. 

,  Colonel  John,  324. 411. 

Mr.  Donald,  312. 327. 
Sir  Archibald,  232. 431. 
Mrs.,  325. 

Colonel,  son  of  Flora,  411. 
Maodonalds,  the,  383.  410. 
Macfkrlane,  Mr.,  the  antiquary,  314. 
McFarquhar,  388. 

Macghie,  Dr.  William.  58.  107. 147. 399. 
Macgtnnis,  Johnson's  guide,  382. 
McGregor,  Clan,  804. 383. 
Mac  Ian,  383. 
Bfackensie,  Sir  George,  835. 

,  Henry,  Esq.,  122.    Uis  novels,  860. 

,  John,  327,  s28. 

,  clan  of,  800. 

Mackinnon,  Mr.,  of  Corrlchatachin  and  his  lady,  314,  315. 

829.  353. 365. 
Mackinnon's  Cave,  880. 
Mackintosh,  Sir  James,  200.  230.  253. 412.  433. 446. 505. 607. 

519.  593.  768,  769. 
— — ,  J.,  watchmaker,  308. 
Macklin,  Charles,  the  actor,  131.  496. 
Macky,  460. 

MacUurln,  Colin.  498.    His  eniUph,  279. 
^— ,  John,  afterwards  Lord  Dreghom.  159.  278,  279.  401. 

451.  566. 
Maclean,  Alex.,  Laird  of  Col,  299.  379.   Alex.,  bis  son,  469. 

,  Donald.    See  Col . 

,  Sir  Allan,  876.  384.  457. 627.  636. 

,  Rev.  Hector,  363. 

— ^  Dr.  Alexander,  his  detcriptionof  Johnson,372, 373.  883. 

,  Captain  Laughlan,  362, 363.  366. 

,  Bliss,  375. 

,ofTorloisk,433. 

— ,  Laird  of  Lochbuy,  383. 
— — ,  Mr.,  of  Comeck,  366.  369. 

,  Mr.,  nephew  to  Laird  of  the  Ulo  of  6fuck.  341. 

Mflcleod,  General  John.  Laird  of,  2«.  312. 317.  321.  333.  336. 

341. 
— ,  Johnson's  letter  to,  3.'i6. 
— ,  his  "  Memoirs  "  of  his  own  life,  321. 

,  Lady,  834, 335.  339.  340, 341. 356. 

,  some  account  of,  334. 

,  Miss,  of  Rasay,  322.  635. 

,  Sir  Roderick,  334, 335. 346. 

.  Rev.  Neal.  382. 383. 

.  Malcolm,  316.  324.  327.  329.  331. 

— ,  Alexander,  or  Sandie,  317, 318. 822. 831. 384. 

,  Mr.,  of  Ullnbh,  344.  345. 

,  Professor,  293,  294.  850. 

,  Captain,  a  Dutch  officer,  310. 

,  Colonel,  of  Tallsker,  317, 318.  336. 350. 352. 

,  Doctor,  317.  334.  327, 328, 329. 
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Hacleod,  Mr.  Donftld,  343.  3S4.  368. 

,  Mrs.,  daughter  of  Flora  Macdonald,  324. 

Madeod's  dininff-tables,  345. 

-^—  maideoi.  345. 

MacloDifb,  367. 

Maclure,  Captain,  375. 

Macoell,  of  Barra,  342. 

Macnicol,  Dr.  Donald,  5.  433. 

Macpherson,  Jame*,  134.  294.  316,  847.  390.  428, 429.  430,  431. 

433,  434.  Johnson'*  letter  to,  43(). 
.Dr.  John,  his '•  Scottish  Antiquities,**  801.  815.  333. 

Latin  Ode  from  Barra,  356. 

,  Rev.  MarUn.  315.  355,  356. 

,  William,  of  Cambridfre.  300. 301, 302.  3ia  314.  318.  341 . 

Macquarrle,  of  Ulva,  375.  380.  383.  527.  536.  538. 

McQueen,  Lachlan,  304. 

Macqueen.  Rot.  Donald,  312. 316.  318.  324. 337,  338.  340, 341. 

350.  352,  853.  459. 

,  the  innkeeper,  807. 306. 

Macra,  Mr.  John,  340. 

Macraes,  clan  of,  309,  310.  340. 

Macsweyoe,  Mr.  and  Mrs.,  3G4.  370. 

**  Mac  Swine's  gun,"  364. 

Macswlnnev,  Owen,  516. 

Madden.   Dr.  Samuel,  86.  107.  303.  437.     His  "  Boulter's 

Monument,*'  107. 
Madness,  5.  185.  336  .'»3.  664. 
,  Johnson's  mental  disorder  so  called  bj  himself,  14. 

836.832 
Magicians,  627. 

Magistrates,  interference  between  parents  and  children,  202. 
**  Mahogan?,**  a  liquor  so  called,  680. 
Mahomet,  60. 
Maiden  assise,  563. 
Maitland,  Mr.,  57. 
**  Malaerida,"  643.  716. 
Malet  de  Pan,  452. 
Mallet.  Darid,  71.  88.  110.  139.  219.232.257.321.559.628. 

635.    Alias  "  Malloch,"  730. 
•— ,  hii  tragedy  of  ^*  Klvira."  139.  *'  U(t>  of  Bacon.**  509. 
^— ,  his  poem  on  repairing  the  UnWersity  of  Aberdeen,  730. 

,  Mrs.,  88. 

Malmesbory.  Earl  of,  264. 

Malone.  Edmond.  8.  9. 15. 16,  20.  27.  47.  49.  68.  75.  81,  82.  86. 

121.  169. 240.  249.  272.  489.  492. 512.  536.  605.  631.  658.  670, 

671.  778. 821.   Johnson's  ieUer  to,  701. 
Malthe.  Cheralier  do.  298. 
Man,  447.    Not  a  machine,  301 . 

— ,  a  cooking  animal,  273.    A  tool-mnking  animal,  578. 
-.— ,  picture  of,  bjr  Shakspeare  and  Milton,  678. 

,  dilTeronce  between  a  well  and  ill-bred,  769. 

m—  of  fashion,  714. 

**  Man  of  Feeling.'*  **  Man  of  the  World.**  See  Mackenzie. 

Manderille,  doctrine  of  **  private  rlcos  public  benefits,"  591. 

,  Sir  John,"  Travels  in  China,"  commended,  841. 

Manley.  Mrs.,  723. 

Manners,  511.  663.    Of  the  great,  616.    Change  of,  282. 

Manning,  Rev.  Owen,  177. 

— -,  Mr.,  the  compositor,  770. 

Manningham,  Dr.,  .'^2.  548. 

Mansfield,  Loni.  37.  97.  232.  241.  244.  254.  272.  294.  402.  437. 

442.  494.  622.  555.  685.  648.  67U.  717. 
Mant,  Dr.,  153. 

Mantuanus,  Johannes  Baptista,  71SL 
Manucci,  Count,  460.  523. 
Manufactures,  Johnson's  knowledge  of,  348. 
Mapletoft,  Dr.  John,  210. 
Mar,  Earl  of.  342. 

Marana,  J.  P.,  author  of  the  **  Turkish  Spy,*'  723. 
Marchetti,  an  Italian  physician,  841. 
Marchmont,  Hugh,  fourth  Earl  of.  233. 612, 613. 630.  GI2.  G70. 

,  Johnson's  interview  with,  630. 

Marcus,  Flamlnius,  76. 

Marechal,  Lord,  331. 

Maria  (Aston),  epigram  on,  40.  611. 

— —  Louisa,  844. 

Markham,  Dr.,  274.  723. 

Markland.  Jeremiah.  711. 

.— .J. H. Esq., notes  communicated  by,  -596.  653.709.  711. 

717.  719,720. 729.  765.  758.  762.  765.  767.  784. 789.  »23.  841. 

812. 
MarLiy,  Bishop  of  Waterford.  ftfS.  678. 
Marlborough,  John,  Dulte  of,  35.  260.  321.  370.  420.  486.  513. 

628. 
-— ,  Sarah,  Duchess  of.  46.  321.  GAO. 
— .  her  "  Aoology  *'  written  by  llooke,  321. 
Martnor  Norrolcieiise,  40. 
Marriage.  117.129.  192.201.209.  212.219.  2!4.  337.  341.  440. 

487,  4A8.  493.  495.  637.  7U1.    Bos  well's  song  on.  212. 
,  legitimation  by  subsequent,  467.    Disgraceful  state  of 

the  law  respecting.  487. 
— —  with  Inferiors,  440.  With  a  public  singer.  453. 

service,  212. 

bill,  royal.  229. 

-^  ties.  .VM.  529. 

— —  late.  219.    Mercvnary.  192.    Second.  201. 

Marshall's  "  Minutes  of  Agriculture,"  601. 


Marsigli,  Dr.,  126.  632. 

Martial,  Johnson's  fondness  for,  16. 35. 

,  translation  of,  Eiphinston's,  65.  riH2    Hsy'i.m. 

Martin's  "  Account  of  the  Hebrides,"  153.  Kf.  «i.  077. 

**  Reliquka:  Dim  Andrete,"  283. 

Martinelli,  V.  252.  263.  302.    «« iHaria  ffJi^kSlerf,'*  SI 
Martyrdom.  261,  262. 
Mary  Magdalene.  656. 

Queen  of  Scots,  119.  276. 410. 421. 

,  inscription  for  a  print  of.  410. 413. 414. 42M. 

Mason,  Wllliam,2.149.234.325.504.  His'*RUrids''iR«'fw 

ractacus."  442.    His  prosecution  of  Mr.  Morriv.  t»>p  t  r<. 

seller,  596.    His  share  In  the  **  Heroic  Epiitie."  C!/l.  ',*^ 
MasqueradoA,  246. 
Moss,  210. 
MassiUon,  292.  872. 

Massinger.  his  play  of  **  The  Plclnre,**  C37. 
Masters.  Mary,  78.  743. 
Mathias,  Mr.,  214. 
Matrimonial  infidelities,  802. 

** Thought !  **  a  song,  by  Boewell,  212. 

Mattaire,  Johnson's  opinion  of,  655.    His  aaeral  of"* 

*'  Stepliani ; "  "'  Senitla : "  **  Book  of  the  DUklmt*   A 
Maty,  Dr.  Matthew,  45.  93.  530.     Gibbon's  optsioa  W  ^ 

*•  Bibliothique  Britannique,"  93. 
Maupertuis,  192. 
Mawbey,  Sir  Joeeph,  197. 

Maxwell.  Dr.  William,  his  neodoles  of  JohosflD.  9IS. 
Mayer,  Dr.,  260. 
Maync,  William,  Esq..  637. 
Mayo,  Rev.  Dr.,  260. 261,  262.  691. 
Mayors,  selection  of.  617. 
Mead,  Dr..  48.  551.617. 

,  dedication  to.  of  "  Jam«t*a  Medicinal  Dictiaai7  "  ^ 

Meadowbank,  Lord,  566. 

Meals,  sUted,  509. 

Medal  given  to  Home  by  Shoridan,  487. 

Medicated  baths,  208. 

Meditation  on  a  pudding,  887. 

Med'terranean,  the,  505. 

Meeke.  Rev.  Mr.,  89, 90. 

Melancholy,  7.  15.  28.  91.  ISl  188.  396. 483. 498-  522  i.^  "- 

640.643.661.737.831. 
— •,  Johnson's  remedy  against,  162.  482. 496.  tfJ.  Cft. 
— — ,  Johnson  projects  a  blitorj  of  bis,  199. 
Melancthou,  Bo»weli*s  letter  from  the  tomb  of.  ^n.  rt 
Melcombe,  George  Bubb  Dodington,  Lord,  65.  *i^  *^ 
Melmoth,  William,  Bsq.,  646.     His  **  Letters  ^  qu><«*  '* 
Member  of  Parliament,  duty  on  elecdon  coaiDia«, '  • 
MemU.  Dr.,  428.  43a  454.  5*i5.  .■^27. 
Memory,  6.  221.  266.  285.  392.  659. 636. 658. 695.  SL 
"  Menagiana,"  259.  468.  605.  612.  718. 
Mental  diseases,  how  to  bo  tresttcd,  152.  492. 
Mensies,  Mr.,  of  Culdarcs,  402. 
MerchanU,  139.  170.  378.    Enlarged  views  of  oar  r^  <^ 
Merduta  Mulierttm,  376. 
Mercier's  Tableau  4e  Parity  462. 
Merit,  intrinsic.  151.    Men  oT,  not  neglected,  71S< 
Metaphysical  tailor,  720. 
Metaphysics,  16. 

Metcaire.  Philip,  Esq..  621. 710. 762. 
Method,  advantages  of,  624. 
Methodism.  216. 
MeclHKlitts,  21&  218.  219,  401 .  437.    Whea  w  called.  1  v 

.  Rev.  Joseph  Miloer*s  defence  of.  156. 

Mevnell,  Hugh,  Esq..  20.     Hts  saving  vX  XjooAca. 
Mickle,  William  Julius.  241.  t48.  84^.  3a6.  3«7  ^^ 

,  his  **  Lusiad."  506.  744. 

Microscopes,  186. 

MIcyllus,  Jacobus,  416. 

Middle  state,  doctrine  of  a,  77.  8^. 

-^  rank.  In  France,  want  of,  462.  466. 

Middlesex  election.  218.  b37. 

Middleton,  Ladv  Diana.  295. 

Midgrley,  Dr.  Samuel.  713. 

*<  Midnight  Conversation.'*  Hoi(arth*s,  614. 

Mlsration  of  birds,  t&i. 

Military  character,  respect  paid  to,  208.  497. 

Miller.  Andrew,  the  booMler.  aMcdoCrs  of,  K  M  C 

,  Lady,  her  vase  at  Bath-EaMon,  442. 

,  Sir  John,  443.  615. 

,  Professor  John,  393. 

,  Captain  and  Mrs.,  442. 

,  Phtltp,  his  **  Gardener*!  DktfaMry."  2!«^ 

Milman.  Mr.,  446. 

Miliier.  Rev.  Joseph,  kit  dcCenceor  Ue  Medutf'n  • 

.  Dr.  Isaac,  156. 

Milton,  2.  58.  09.  72.  258. 2».  «»    8B&.  128.  40^    ^ 

(»;«;.  060.  <i67.  67.5.  67H.  765.  771 . 

.  bis  **  Tractate  mi  Educaticv,"  Of. 

,  hi«  picture  of  man,  67* 

— — y  louder *s  forgery  against,  72. 

— ,  "  The  A|v>tl)cosi»  of,"  not  wrinn  %f 

,  his  granddaughter.  Jokneoa'a 

,  Johnson's  Lif**  of,  667. 

,  Johnson  abiK>rs  his  politics, 

merit,  72.  258. 
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MUtoo,  Jobnion*!  savtnr  retpcctlng,  765. 

"  — ,  Mr.  John,**  tout  indexed  by  Flexnuui,  771. 

— i-f  Lord,  227. 

MiinlcrT,  BO. 

Hind,  All.  081.  609.    Mmnaitement  of  the.  482. 

,  Cardan*!  mode  of  compodng  hit,  6.S3. 

,  Influence  of  the  weather  on  the.  111. 

Minto,  Lord,  233. 

Miracles,  IM.  ^n. 

"  Mirror,**  the,  797. 

Mi»eri«  of  human  Ufa,  447. 

&Itsen,  300.  374.  GOA. 

Misery,  balanee  of,  764.  B19. 

Misfortunet,  664. 

MiMionariea,  401. 

MiftreMet,  128. 

Mitchell  dun«  Johnioa  for  21.,  77. 

Mitford's  edition  of  Gray,  149. 

Mitre  tavern  meetings.  136.  142. 144.  146.  174.  175.  200.  307. 

231.  259.  454. 547. 
"  Modern  Characters  from  Shalupeare,'*  Ml. 
Modeity,  616. 
Moira,  Karl  of.  322. 
Moiidre.  15.  130.  372.  438. 
Moitser,  or  Micyllui,  Jaeobus,  416. 
Monarchy,  509. 
Monaateriet,  123.  175.  283. 
Monboddo,  James  Burnet,  Lord,  and  his  writings,  200.  227. 

242.  264.  277.  286,  2H7,  288.  290.  299.  379.  39G.  40Z  459.  5^7. 

S5a  &.M.  566. 645.  695.  754.    Johnson's  visit  to,  288. 

,  his  remarks  on  Johnson's  style.  652. 

Money.  283.  584.    A  stimulus  to  exertion,  171.    Advantages 

of,  •09.    Borrowers,  706.  707.    Getting,  438.  627. 
— —  lending,  the  sure*   way  of  acquiring  Influence,  235. 800. 
Monks,  460. 
Honktun,  Hon.  Mary,  Counteu  of  Cork.  645.  647. 

,  Bosweli't  verses  to,  690,    Her  latiar  to  the  editor,  646. 

Monnoye,  BL  de  la,  605. 

Monro,  Dr.,  749. 

Montaau,  Lady  Mary  Wortley,  Pope's  lines  on,  301. 

,  Mrs.,  anecdotes  and  mention  of.  74.  90.  118.  164.  194. 

204.  205,  206.  220.  347,  34M.  410.  458.  470.  501.  509.  577.  619. 

€2.\  644.  647.  651.  675i  678.  739.  740.  755.  834.  887. 
— ,  Johnson's  letters  to.  118. 410.  470.  569. 570.  739. 
— ',  Johnson's  admiration  of,  1 18.  754. 

,  **  Letters."  118.  "  Bisay  on  Shakspeare,**  204.  347. 

.  resents  J.'s  **  Life  of  Lord  Lyttelton,"  205.  675.  678. 

— ,  Mr.  F.'s  motion  to  repeal  observance  of  30lh  of  Jan.,  229. 
Moniesquteu,  334.    His  *'  LeUres  PerMnnet,"  594. 
Montgomery,  Colonel,  313. 

,  Chief  Baron,  272. 

>fonthly  Review,  186.  S04.  508. 
Vluntrose,  286,  287. 

,  second  Duke  of,   shoots  a  highwayman,  576. 

,  James,  third  Dnkn  of,  627.  689. 

^^,  flrst  Marouis  of,  367. 

Monuments,  258.    Inaccuracy  of  inscriptions,  622. 

Moody.  Mr.,  the  actor,  443,  444. 

M'xir,  Dr.,  506. 

M<x>re.  Thomas.  132.  166.  251 .    His  "  Life  of  Lord  Byron  ** 

quoted,  439.  504.    His  **  Irish  Melodies."  252. 
Morality.  444.  616. 

^forbid  melancholy.  7.  91    886.  821.    See  Melancholy. 
More.  Sir  Thomas.  416. 
.  Mits    Hannah.  150.   434.  468.  400.  481.  510.  tA7.  594. 

r>i0.  646.  W>,  686.  6H7.  706.  708.  731.  755.  765.  803.  806. 
«— .  her  flattery  of  JFohnson,  594. 
_.  Dr.  Henry,  the  Platoiilst,  233.  866. 

,  Horle.  or  Roderick.  334.  840. 

Morel  I,  Dr.  I'homas,  3Hfi. 

^f •  'reri's  Dtctlonary,  372. 

M.rfrann.  Maurice,  his  "Essay  on  Fatitaff,*'  721. 

3lorri«.  Corhyn.  his  "  Essay  on  Wit,"  668. 

.  Mits.  ¥frj.  iM6. 

Mortimer.  Mr..4H3. 

Mosaic  account  of  tha  Creation,  124. 

Mitt.  Dr..  448.  678. 

Motto  on  Johiuon's  watch,  193.    For  Banks's  goat,  226. 

M.  unsev.  Dr.,  extraordinary  character  and  will,  194. 

Mount  Kdgecurobe.  296. 

.Moiint^tuart,  Lord,  afterwards  Marquis  of  Bute,  179,  180. 

47t.  494.  524.  639.  695.  726.  732. 
"  Mourning  Bride."  Coogreve's,  108,  204. 
Mu'  k,  Ule  of,  341. 
Mti.I^e,  Rev.  Zacharlah,  127,  128.    Johnson*s  character  of, 

(i7l»..  and  of  his  "  Sermons,**  686. 
— ^,  I>r.  John,  127.    Johnson's  letter  to,  789. 

,  Thomas,  the  eminaaC  wafecbmaker,  128. 

and  Dutton.  192. 

Mtjidarth.  or  Muldart.  864. 

Mul|rrave,  Constaatloe  Phippi,  Lord,  497. 

Mull,  Iile  of,  873.  875.  863. 

Muller.  Mr.,  the  engineer,  119. 

Mulso,  Hester,  aftarwards  Mrs.  Ch^MOO,  68.  644.  743. 

Mummies.  696. 

Munrr>s.  the,  809. 

MurchUoo,Hr.,8Il. 


Murder,  prescription  of,  870.  S9L 

Murdoch,  Dr.,  333. 

Murlllo,  50. 

Murlson,  Professor,  284. 

Murphy,  Arthur,  Esq..  9.  31.  85.  45.  59.  61.  68.  71.  79.  88. 

100.  104.  109,  110.  113.  114.  120. 126.  168.  170.  191.  208.  21ri. 

219.  814.  433.  436.  447.  468.  503.  507.  572.  590.  736.  746. 

,  his  **PoeUcal  Epistle"  quoted.  120. 

,  unacknowledged  use  of  Boileau,  120. 

,  acquaintance  with  Johnson.  120. 

Murray,  Lord  George,  Chief  of  the  Pretender's  stafl*.  410. 

455. 

,  the  Regent,  300. 

,  William.  Attorney* General.  97.  His  opinion  respecting 

Johnson's  definition  of  the  word  "excise, '  97.    See  Mans- 
field. Lord. 
— ^  Mr.,  afterwards  Lord  Henderland.  279.  496. 
— .  Mr.  John,  the  bookseller,  the  grandfather  of  the  pub* 

Usher  of  this  work.   415.  504.  595.     Prosecution  of.  by 

Mason,  695.     His  letter  to  Mason.  595. 
,  Mr.  John,  Jun.,  his  account  of  the  various  portraits  of 

Dr.  Johnson,  808. 
"  Muses'  welcome  to  King  Janes,'*  282. 
Musgrave.  Sir  Richard,  770. 

,  Dr.  Samuel,  603. 

Music  365.  561.  577. 

^— ,  the  only  sensual  pleasure  without  vice,  661. 

•^-t  in  heaven,  43.  234. 

,  Johnson's  insensibility  to.  123.  373.  470.  832. 

,  Johnson's  wish  to  learn.  266. 

Musk,  used  medicinally  by  Johnson,  620. 

Mycyllus.    See  Moltier. 

Afyddleton,  Mr.,  erects  an  urn  to  Johnson,  423. 

Mylne.  Robert,  the  architect,  119. 

Mystery.  571.  605. 

Mythology,  6S9. 


Naime,  William.  Lord  Dunslnane,  875.  280.  283.  402.  507. 

,  Colonel,  285,  286. 

Nash,  Dr.,  his  *•  Hlitorr  of  Worcestershire,"  587.  7G3. 

^  **  Beau."  35.  48.  760. 

National  Det>t,  Johnson's  notion  respecting  it,  219. 

faith,  661. 

Native  piece,  love  of,  renewed  in  old  age.  704. 

"  Natural  Histoir,**  Goldsmith's,  240.  258.  5.0. 

Necessity,  doctrine  of,  773. 

Negro,  Johnson's  argument  in  favour  of  our  claiming  hii 

ifberty.  527.  562.  566. 
Nelson.  Robert,  his  **  Festivals  and  Fasts,"  487. 
Nenl,  Count.  505. 
Nervous  alftction.  Johnson's,  41. 
"  Network,"  Johnson's  definition  of.  97. 
Newberry.  Mr.,  bookseller.  74.  79.  102.  143. 
Newborough.  Lord,  423. 
Newcastle,  Duchess  of.  88.     Duke  of,  99.  496. 
Newhaven,  William  Mayne,  Lord,  637. 
Newmarsh.  Captain.  307. 
Newsjpapers,  236.  663. 
New  Testament.  393.  596. 
Newton.  Sir  Isaac,  155.  363.  661.  698.  731. 
'^—t  Johnson's  praUe  of.  218.  274. 

,  Lord  KIngS  "  Life"  of.  15.1. 

,  Dr.  Thomas,  Bishop  of  Bristol,  8.  72.  448. 

,  his  charMter  of  Johnson,  and  Johnson's  of  him,  7!0. 

.  Mr.,  of  Lichfield,  visit  to,  415. 

Nichols.  Dr.  Frank.  448.    *«  De  AnimA  MedicA."  549. 

«-.— .  Mr.  John.  23.  665.  667   674.  7»9. 

-— ,  Johnson's  notes  atid  letters  to.  666.  789.  794  h2.i. 

— — ,  his  anecdotes.  7N9.    Johnson's  character  of  them,  711. 

A  storehouse  of  facts  and  dates.  789. 
Nicol.  Mr.  George.  745.    Johnton's  letter  to,  787. 
— ,  Joannes,  292. 
NIcolal  (Berlin  bookseller),  229. 
Nightcaps.  357.  871. 

"  Night  ThouchU.**  Young's,  207   357.  673. 
Nlsbet,ofDirT«ton.  33.5.    His  "  Doubu."  563. 
"  No.  Sir,"  how  used  by  Johnson.  76HL 
NoWlity,  139.  152.  219.  '^^96.  616.  691. 
...^  usurpation  of  the.  744. 
••  Noble  authors."  Park's  ediUon  of.  117. 
Noble,  the  Rev.  Mark.  352. 
Nollekens,  his  buit  of  Johnson.  565.    Mrs.,  568. 
**  Sumimit  mitbrn  "  explained.  K3H. 
"  NoiUuror,"  Cit>ber's  pUy  of  the,  437. 
Nonjurors.  487.  759. 

Noras.  Jason  de,  hts  comauntt  oo  Horace,  483. 
Norris,  Thomas,  367. 
North.  Dudley.  Esq.    See  Long. 

Fredarick,  Lord,  S22.  223.  227.  239.  357.  406.  436.  441. 

.505  566  705. 

bis  lotter  to  Oxford  for  Johnson's  degree,  441. 
Northampton.  Lady.  transUtion  of  Erse  song,  364. 
Northcote.  the  painter.  73.  128.  210. 
Noftbumberland,  Duke  and  Durhess  of.  220.  443.  567. 
North  Pole,  Johnson's  conjectures  respecting,  844. 
Norton,  Sir  Fletcher.  205. 493. 
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"  Note  of  the  Mind,"  saicadlT  the,  775. 

<•  NoUndA,"  Addikon'f ,  63. 

**  Nourjahad,"  Mrt.  Sheridan*!,  121. 

Noarse,  Mr.,  the  bookMfller,  498. 

Novels,  318. 

Novelty,  the  paper  on,  in  the  "  Spectator,**  506. 

._ .Aiul  truth  aeldom  combiiMd,  IfiOi  GS6. 

Nowell,  Rer.  Dr.,  329.  762. 

•— ,  hU  sermon  before  the  Commoaa, : 

**  Nug€g  Antiqwer  Hartngtoo's,  717. 

Nugent,  Robert,  Earl.  392. 

,  Dr.,  163.  164.  2S9. 

**  Nullum  numen  ahcstr  ftc,  717. 
Mumbers,  adenoe  of,  480. 
Nuodcomar,  fiOO. 
Nuremberg  Chronfrle,  4S4. 
Nv{  yki  ifzivvu.  102. 


Oath  of  abjuration,  boast  of  Its  framor,  4S7. 

-     ■,  impolicy  and  incfflcacy  of  such  tests,  437. 

Oaths.  252.  400.  507.    Morality  of  taking,  437. 

**  OaU,"  Johnson's  daanitioo  of.  97. 389.  489.  5«.  7I& 

Obedience.  595. 

0*Brien,  Lady  Susan.  440. 

Obserrance  of  days  and  months,  487. 

**  Obaerrer,'*  Cumberland'c.  675. 

Occupation,  554. 

Occupatioot,  bereditAry,  802. 

O'Connell,  the  Queen  vrrmr,  613. 

O'Connor,  Charle*.  Esq.,  account  oi;aad  Johiiaon'a  letters 

lo,  106.  531. 
Ode.  Latin,  "  Ad  OmaHtiimam  PmeUam,**  47. 
^^,  to  Friendship,  by  Johnson,  48. 

LaUn.  "  Ad  Urbanum,"  31. 

translation  of.  by  Mr.  Jackson,  of  Cantartary,  22. 

Latin,  upon  the  Isle  of  Skie,313. 

Latin,  to  Mrs.  Thrale,  314. 
— — ,  In  Theatro,  222. 

,  Latin,  on  Inchkenneth,  378. 

.  Dr.  McPherson's  Latin.  396. 

on  St.  CecilU'a  Day,  143. 

on  the  peace.  Miss  U.  M.  WiUlasu's,  757. 

Odes,  Gray's,  442. 

Odyssey,  M7.  67a  731.  837. 

Ofellus,  on  the  **  Art  of  LiYing  in  London.'*  SB. 

Oflely,  Mr.,  a  pupil  of  Johnsou,  25. 

Officers,  militaiT,  their  ignorance,  403. 

,  respect  paid  to,  497.  585. 

Ogden,  Dr.  Samuel,  3G2.  604.    HU  Sermons  oaPiayar,  272. 

275.  285.  292.  877.  386.  579.  694. 
Ogilrie,  Dr.  John,  his  "  Day  of  Judgment."  143. 144. 
OKlethorpe,  General,  35.  42.  239.  240.  241. 447.  512. 590. 714. 
*'  O'Hara,  you  are  welcome."  355. 
Oi  o:km,  w  ^iXac,  64.  593.  629. 
O'Kane,  the  Irish  harper,  374. 
O'Keefc's,  "  Highland  Keel."  380. 
Old  age,  MO.  Ml.  610.  613.  661.  718. 755. 
— — .  one  word  to  exprets,  613. 
Old  Bailey  dinners,  610. 
OldBeld.  Dr..  story  of.  513. 
Oldham's  imitation  of  Juvenal.  83. 
"  Old  Man's  Wish,"  a  song,  660. 
Old  Men,  folly  of  putting  tAenuelTes  tonane,  494. 
Oldroixon,  John,  97. 
Old  Street  Club.  720.  752. 

Oldys.  William  4&    Ui»  part  In  Harlelan  MUoal.,  68. 
01ir(>r,  Dame,  Joi.nson's  schooimistrets,  7. 
Omai.  497. 

O'Moore.  Colonel,  anecdote  of  Goldsmith,  141. 
Ouiiow.  Speaker,  58. 

Opera  girls,  714.  • 

Opie,  John,  his  picture  of  Johnson,  777. 
Opium,  Johnson's  use  of,  714. 
Opposition,  the.  G87. 
Orange  peels,  use  of  bv  Johnson,  440. 
Orator,  Johnson's  qualiflcationa  as  an,  223. 846. 
Oratory,  249.  443.  688w  726.  732. 
Orchards,  220.  725. 

Ord,  Mrs.  (Anne  Dillingham),  501. 644, 645.  649 
Orde,  Lord  Chief  Baron.  272.  TH. 
Orford.  Horace,  Earl  of,  559.  768.    Sre  Walpok. 

,  Robert,  Earl  of,  his  pictures,  775. 

Orsan.  442. 

"  Oriental  Gardening,"  Sir  W.  Cbambcn'f,  825. 

Origin  of  CTil.  392. 

Original  sin.  604. 

Orlando  Furioto,  91. 

Orme.  Mr.,  opinion  of  the  **Jottiiiqr,"406. 411.  Of  J..  8B1. 

-— ,  Captain.  6h3. 

Ormond.  Duke  of.  309.  867. 

Orrery.  Earls  of.  345. 

.  John,  fifth  Earl  of.   57. 78,  79. 98.  117. 34A.  879. 610. 

,  hife  letter  on  the  specimen  of  the  Dktionanri  57. 

Orton's  "  Life  of  Doddridge."  367. 

Oibome.  Mr.  Francis,  his  work«,  343. 

,  Thomas,  the  bookseller,  41.  46.  48.  C13. 


Osbomes,  the,  170.  343. 

Otsian's  poems,  their  merlta  and  autbentkitr  dienassel.  VA. 

219.  277.  317.  321.  834.  Ml.  84«,  347.  899.  4^  42i.  4^4.  ■&£. 

434.  437.  446.  510.  701.  718.  745. 
Otaheite,  inhabitantt  of,  510. 
"  Othello."  morality  of  the  tragedy  of.  507. 
O'Toole,  Arthur,  471. 
Otway,  Thomas,  72.    His  pathetic  powers,  MO.  ■ 

,  Master,  248 

Oughton,  Sir  Adolpboi,  277.  303.  401. 

Ouran^utang,  277. 

Overbury,  Sir  Thomas,  201. 

"  OTerburr,  Sir  Thomas,"  a  trafadr.  by  I 

Overell,  Bishop,  on  a  future  state,  389. 

OTid,  240.  2.VS.  280.    Fasti  praised,  837.  838. 

Oxford.  Earl  of,  his  library,  4& 

— — ,  University,  adranuget  of,  191. 

— .-,  Johnson's  attachment  to,  759. 

— -,  expulsion  of  sludcQU  fren.  Ml. 


Pagan  rarthologr,  B9Q. 

Pains  of  human  life,  447. 

Pointers,  reputation  of,  508.    Styles  of  diflrrent,  W). 

Painting,  481 .  490. 770.    JohnaoQ'a  ioaesMtbUi^jr  to,  130. 1 

Palaces,  462. 

Paley,  Dr.,  on  aubmisalon  tc  gorerBBent,  3tt. 

,  his  defence  of  rerelatioo,  332. 

Palmer,  Her.  John,  his  **  Answer"  to  Priatlcr,  5M. 
^— ,  Rer.  Thomas  Fytcbe,  605. 

,  Miss.  24. 

"  Palmerino  d'JngUlterru**  9. 494. 

Palmcrstou,  Hrury  Teaaple.  second  Vlacosias,  448.  786. 

Palsy.  Johnson's  attack  of,  784, 7». 

Pamphlet,  6p3. 

Pamphleta,  Jobosoo's,  12&  318. 231. 435. 485 

Panckoucke.  92. 

Panegyric,  546. 

Pantheon,  in  Oxford  Street,  286. 

Panting,  Dr.  Matthew,  17. 

Paoli,  General,  32.  185.  180.  199.  302,  300.  3M.  3«a.  3l£. 

365.  422.  505.  546.  60S.  e2L  630.  6S8.  687. 
Papier  macltc.  425. 
Papists.  209.  760. 

Paradise,  John,  Esq.,  14.  441. 639. 649.  704.  733. 746.  ;«?. 
Parental  authority.  625. 
Parenthesis,  Johnson's  objectioD  to.  780. 
Paris,  state  of  society  in.  5h1. 

,  Johnson's  visit  to,  450. 

Parish  clerk,  his  necess^y  qualificatiaas,  6BA 

Park,  117.  354.  461. 

Parker.  Ciiief  Baron,  8. 

,  Rev.  Mr.,  ai*ecdotet  of  Johnaoo,  886.    Pi 

his  tea-pot,  105. 

,  Mr.  Sackville.  the  Oxford  bookseUer,  76^ 

.  John.  Esq.,  of  Browntbolme.  416. 

Parkhurst,  Kcv.  Mr.,  curious  letter  frum  Dr. 

Parliament,  281.  449.  563.  574.  .%91.  (37.  6M».  731. 

— ,  the  use  of.  449.    Duration  oi;  2U). 

— .— ,  speakers  in,  732. 

— ,  duty  of  a  member  of,  679. 

— ^,  corruption  of,  216.  5G3. 

,  attempt  to  get  Johnson  bito.  323  2S. 

Parliaments,  triennial,  advocated  by  Jah.i^oo.  )^7. 
Parliamentary  dekntes,  Johnsoo'*,^^.  >.  44,  4.>    «)! 
.— >  influet>ce,  281. 
Pamell.  Dr.,  417.  671.  800.     Johnaoa^s  lif?  oL  C 

son's  epitaph  on,  678. 
i— ,  a  disputed  passage  In  his  **Hcrmit."  5flB.  ai . 

.  his  habit  of  drinking.  546. 

Parodies  of  Dr.  John«on.  7*«5.  796. 

Parr,  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel.  121.  6e».  788. 808. 

— ,  Johnson's  opinion  of  bis  ronvwaauoo.  6>». 

^— ,  recommended   by  J.  to  Norwich 

His  description  of  Mrs.  Sheridan.  131. 
— — ,  his  epiuph  on  Johntoo,  bttt,  tOt. 
Parson,  the  liie  of  a,  fl98. 
Party,  necessity  of  adhcrteg  te^  374. 
Pascal,  Fautti  de,  636. 
Pa«sion  Week,  dining  out  to,  688. 9KL 
Passions,  the  purging  of  the,  506. 
"  Pastern."  JohnsooTi  definltloa  eC  S7.  IS* 
Patence.  Mr.,  306. 
Paternity,  584. 
Pater  Noster,  853. 
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Paterson.  Mr.  Samuel,  336.,  i 

**  Paterson  and  others  agalDi 

Patrick.  Bishop.  310.  518. 

**  Patriot,"  a  political  pamphlet  by  Jelme'm._t 

Patriotism.  "  the  last  reftige  of  a 

Patriou.  self.st>led,688. 

*•  Patron,"  the,  87. 

Patronage,  282. 715. 

,  lay.  Johnson's  argnmeot  tw,  VO.  818 

Patten.  Rev.  Dr.  Thomas.  699.711. 
Paul.  Sir  George  Oneslphorus.  376. 
,  Father,  32.  39.  168. 
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'    Paul.  Mr.  Levis,  Johnton't  letters  to,  43. 44. 100. 101, 102, 103. 
Payne,  W..  preface  to  his  work  on  **  Draughts*"  106. 

,  Mr.  John,  58.  63. 78, 79.  746. 

Pearce.  Bishop,  97.  483.  531.     Johnson's  dodlcatfon  of  hh 

poithumous  works,  S31.    Carious  anecdote  of,  631.    Sup- 
plied Johnson  with  etTroologtes,  97. 
Pearson,  Rev.  Hr..  499.  633.  736. 

,  Mrs.,  of  Lichfleld,  62.  163. 492.  568. 

,  Rer.  Dr.,  135. 

Pecuniary  embarrassment,  uril  of,  709. 

— — ,  motiTe  to  writing,  41.  106. 

Peel,  Rieht  Honourable  Robert,  487. 

Pe«rs,  Iiuuse  of,  296.    Judicial  powers  of  the,  613. 

— ,  influence  of,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  281. 

Peers  of  Scotland,  Interference  lu  elections,  744. 

Peeler,  Marj,  52. 

Peiresc,  lamented  in  forty  lanjKuages,  454. 

Pel  ham,  Right  Hon.  Henry,  Garrlck's  ode  on,  88. 

Pelisson,  22. 

Pellc,  Mrs.,  Johnson's  charity  to,  757. 

Pellet,  Dr.,  615. 

Pembroke,  Lord,  306.  439.    Johnson's  "bow-wow  way,"  269. 

Penance  in  church,  334.    Johnson's  filial,  791. 

Penitence,  sloomT,  roadneu  turned  upside  down,  503. 

Peomaen  Mawr,  421. 

Penn,  Governor  Richard,  651. 

Pennant,  Mr.,  314.  339.  446.  636.    His  tour  in  Scotland,  308. 

&*<7.  588.     His  merit  as  a  zoologist  i  his  **  London  ;'*   his 

character  of  Johnson,  588. 
Pennington,  Colonel,  304. 

,  Rev.  Hr.'s  Life  of  Mrs.  Carter,  84. 

Pention,  Johnson's  definition  of,  97.    Johnson*!  own,  198, 

127.  147.  227.  436.  663.  691. 
— ,  application  for  an  increase  of,  772.  781. 
Pensioners,  Johnson's,  669, 570.  690. 
Pepys.  William  Waller,  Eaq^  255.  644.  046, 647, 649.  6B1. 
.— ,  Sir  Lucaa,  222. 

's  dia7,  *7^ 

Perceval,  Lady  Catherine,  4SQL 

Percy.  Dr.,  afterwards  Bishop,  9, 10. 17.  M.  26.  41.  58,  69. 

164.   166.  171.    194,   198^  20.  949.  296.  351.  446.  466.  486. 

M7.  586.  689.  601.  603.  620.  641.  643.  652.  686. 
_^  Boaweira  letter  to,  8N9.    Squabble  with  J.,  687.   Heir 

male  of  the  andeat  Fereiea,  687.    J.'s  character  o<i  6ft». 

,  Mrs.,  166.  187.   . 

Rellauei.  346. 446. 

Perelle's  landscapes,  123. 

-  I'eregrinity,"  306. 
Perfection,  to  be  almei  at,  776. 

Perkins,  Mr.,  and  letters  to,  426.  680,  681.  603.  706^  747. 7W. 

Prrreaus,  execution  of  the,  484.  544. 

Perseus  aiid  Andromeda,  390. 

Peruvian  bark,  762. 

P«<er  the  Grant,  349. 

Peterboroagh,  Earl  of,  670. 774. 

Peters,  Mr,  493. 

Petitions,  racitlty  (rf  getting  then  up,  908. 

Petrmrch,  12.32. 

Petty.  Sir  William,  666. 

Peyton,  Mr..  Johnson's  amanueiuis,  57,  58.  2M1, 281.  MS*  417 

Pheasant,  Mrs.,  62. 

Pliiiipa,  the  musician,  Johnson's  epitaph  on,  48. 

Ambrose,  66.  288.    Uia  **  Cyder,*' a  poem,  288. 

Lady,  74. 

.,  Miss,  afterwards  Mrs.  Crouch,  733. 
.,  Sir  JobD,  868. 
Philosophers,  anctent,  good  bomour  in  dlspnlalioa,  497* 
I»hiloaophical  neoBMlty,  fiM. 

•*  fhUosophlcal  Surve)-  of  Ireland,*'  CanplnU's,  448. 88L 
— «  Transactions,"  186. 
Philosophy.  494.  699. 
Pbipps,  Rev.  J.,  leaves  his  fortune  to  Femb.  Coll.,  689. 

.  Capt.,  his  "  Voyage  to  the  North  Pole,"  344. 

Physic,  Irregular  practitioners  in,  630. 

,  Johnson's  knowledge  of,  501. 

Pbyslcian.  Johnson's  reply  to  a  foppish,  769. 
,  smeedoto  of  one,  486.  491. 
.11.,  argument  In  the  cate  of  Dr.  Memls.  464. 
HhTsicUns.  491 .  749.    Duties  of,  towards  patiehls,  TBI. 
••  Fbysico-Th«>logy,"  Derbam's,  377. 
PlAXaas,  300. 
Picture,  superstitious  rdnrtance  to  sit  for,  666. 

,  Johnson's  motto  for  Dr.  Dndd's.  726. 
••  Picture."  Massinger's  play  df  the,  637. 
i>ljE.  the  learned,  791. 
■*  Pilgrim's  Progress  **  commended,  838. 
Pillory,  punishment  of  the,  602. 
Pisdar.  West's  translation  of,  G63. 

. ,  Peter,  409. 

Pinkerton,  773. 

Piosii.  or  Thrale.  Mrt.,  6,7. 18. 16. 94. 42.43. 69. 68. 66. 08.73. 
76.  78.  89.  129.  139.  141.  145,  146.  160.  163. 164. 170.  IW.  198. 
Iff9,  200.  209. 204. 213. 22.V 230. 236.242. 250.  252.264.260.272. 
342.  343.  347,  348.  351.  361.  879.  4I^4I6.  419.  422.  425.  430. 
<«40,  441.  447.  4.^2.  462  463.  4W.  4VJ.  481.  4ft5.  489.  494.  495. 
ZfiO.  .VW.  510.  570.  573.  650.  fAI.  fi63.  777.  778,  779,  780.  7W. 
—    ■,  Johnson's aoqualntance  with,  109. 


PlOMi,  rraelTea  80Qf.  for  her  collection  of  J.'s  letters,  187. 
,  Johnson's  letters  to,  198. 214. 224, 22^.  245, 246. 248. 466, 

4.'^7,  4iM.  492.  518.  525.  564,  565.  573.  610.  619.  623.  625.  682. 

634.  637,  638.  642.  643.  644,  646,  646,  647.  649,  &'i0.  GH2.  699. 

706.  708.  734,  735, 736, 737.  740.  742.  746. 760.  752.  774.  777. 
— — >,  her  letters  to  Johnson,  645.  777. 
— ,  beoueaths  her  patrimonial  estate  to  a  foreigner,  to  the 

exclusion  of  her  own  children,  418. 
•^^  Barettl's  strictures  on  her  marriage  with  Pioszl,  510. 
^— ,  substantial  accuracy  of  her  anecdotes  ot  Johnson,  573. 

,  Johnson's  Teraes  on  her  birth -day,  471. 

^»,  her  miserable  mttaUianee^  77C,  777,  778. 

,  Boswell's  proneness  to  disparage  her,  573.  577. 778, 779, 

780.  799. 
*— ,  her  beautiful  handwriting,  666. 
— ,  Signor,  776,  777. 
Pitcaime,  his  Latin  poetry,  282. 
Pitt.  WUliam,  Earl  of  Chatham,  37.  46. 56. 92.  244.  254.  383. 

769. 

,  William,  the  son,  496.  748.  760. 

,  Bosweirs  expectation  from,  760. 

Pitt  and  Fox,  761. 

Pitts,  Her.  John,  718. 

Pity,  149. 

Place-hunters,  674. 

Plagiary,  Sir  Fretftil,  intended  for  Cumberland,  248« 

"  Plain  Dealer,"  47.  53. 

Planting,  564.    In  Scotland,  era  of,  406.    Spur  given  to,  by 

Johnson's  "  Journey,'*  527. 
Plato,  61 1. 
Plaxton,  4. 
Plmrt,  51.  62.  187.  385.  257.  276.  277.  304.  467.  499.  656. 

Pleasure,  412. 578. 694.  629 

Pleasures,  no  man  a  hypocrite  in  his,  709. 

"  Pleasures  of  the  imagination,"  Akeinlde^,  121.  234. 

Ploit's  "  History  of  Staffordshire,"  557. 

Plunkett,  Lord,  452. 

Plymouth  and  "  Dock."  dispute  between,  128. 

POoock,  Mr.  Lewis,  43.  57. 

Pococke,  Dr.  Richard,  586. 

— ,  Rer.  Edward,  the  orienUltst,  686.  663.  719. 

Poetical  scale,  667. 

Poetry,  Reflections  on,  448.     Deflnitlon  of,  fM.    Pathetic, 

Johnson's  fondness  for,  720.      Johnson's  early,  10. 
— —  and  lexicography  compared,  278.  824. 
PoeU,  2.'W.  291.    See  Lives. 
»— ,  the  preservers  of  languages,  506. 

,  few  of  our  great,  have  left  issue,  72. 
"  Polite  Philosopher,"  501. 
Politeness,  290.  548. 

,  Johnson's.  94.  186.  270.  290.  305.  391.  461.  610.  096. 

Politian's  poems,  Johnson's  projected  edition  ol,  22. 

**  Political  Surrey  of  Great  Britain,"  Campbell'*,  377.  486. 

Politics,  modem,  44&  453. 

"  Polluted,"  use  of  the  word,  80S. 

Polygamy.  837. 

Pom  fret,  the  poet,  186. 

"  Pomposo,"  Johnaon  so  called,  774. 

"  Ponsonby,  you  mav  sit  down,"  355. 

Poor,  a  decent  provision  for,  the  test  of  dviliistion,  220L 

^-»,  methods  of  employing,  655. 

in  France,  46a    Of  London.  635. 

Pope^  Alexsmder,  13.  29.  36, 86. 37.  4Qi  41.  46.  47.  66.  69.  78. 

76.  102.  146.  153.  164.  172,  17.i.  176.  185.  201.  203.  280.  233. 

235.  240.  249.  251.  267.  989,  290.  386.  385.  410.  462.  484.  489. 

611.605.613,614.630. 
— i— ,  praise  of  Johnson's  "  London,**  8S. 
—  recommenda  Johnson  to  Barl  Oower,  87. 
I       ,  note  ooneaniing  Johnson.  41. 
— >,  peculiar  mode  of  writing,  and  Imperitet  speUIng,  41. 

,  hU  "  Messiah  '*  translated,  13. 

.— .,  Johnson's  observation  against  a  monnment  to  aim  In 

St.  Paul's.  76L  258. 
^— ,  Johnson's  dissertation  on  the  epltimhi  of,  108. 

,  his  "  Dundad  "  written  prlnsaiily  for  fame,  448. 

,  Johnson's  character  of  his  "  Homer,"  582. 

,  his  "  Essay  on  Man,"  636,  636. 

,  Dr.  Blair's  letter  concerning  hit "  Essay  on  Mn,'*  036. 

,  his  knowledge  of  Greek,  636. 

— .  his  "  Grotto,"  657. 

.  Johnson's  Life  of.  609.    Character  of  Ma  poetry,  608. 

^^,  his  limited  conversational  powers,  670. 

.  his  ••  Universal  Prayer,"  614. 

— — ,  Ix>wis's  verses  to.  765. 

— ^,  reply  to  Prince  of  Wales.  670. 

.  Dr.  Walter,  his  "  Old  Man's  Wlah,"  600. 

Popery.  76.  309,  210. 

Popular  dectlons,  Jobnenn'a  oflnlon  of*  0I7« 

Population,  209.  271.  674. 

Port,  Mr.  Bernard,  667. 

Porter.  Mrs.,  J.'s  wife,  4.  6. 81.  94.  96.    8m  JdhmBm^  Mn. 

_— ,  Henry,  78. 

,  Miss  Lucy.  4.  6l  28.  2C  61.  78.  lis.  117,  118.  112.  IfT. 

130.  H4.  |r.l.  in<».  173.  1H7.  1S9.  197.  214.  224.  4tt.  488.  491, 

402.  56.S.  Mrt.  631).  641 .  736. 
Porter,  Miss  Lucy.  Johnson's  letters  to,  6X  113, 114, 116. 118. 
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m  tun.  tu,  H».  f«».  tn  na.  w.  «ii.  «9, mi.  wi.  m«. 

(^/  f/»  fai   441  ^A)  7'i>.  7M  7«'i.  744.  74««  7«.  Ttt.  7M. 
,  Mff ..  th*  «^f*««,  ItV.  741« 

I'ffffA'M,  fh*u*,p,  \¥t,9m,fM  fm.  mi. mi.  VA,nn,9a, 

ftffWmttA,  Ihtfhii**  lfffW»g^  t^,  fA0t. 

ftff UnU   Mr  H^m>*imrk'»  intnpitfm  tnr  3iMMfm*u  7M. 

__  nt  Uf  J'Mttfm,  IM,  TM.    JMt  94  the  rcriow,  iM. 
Vtfttff*-,  »M 

frf«t  ' hiil««  irdvulllng.  4M.  4M<  M4. 

VhtimfUr.  HA. 

%*iM,  httMtmttm,  M«  HtrtntrnM,  4M. 

t*i4t*tr,  Umv.  Dr.,  hU  trftntlMtUin  of  ^Uchylai,  M2. 

f #/t#.rtf,  in,  Hi,  V»   1 10.  IW».  7W.  7</7.  70J»,  710  712.  7M. 

rowMf ,  ftf afKHlr,  f^ii .    or  lh«  Cr^mn^  3W. 

I'fHCfirM'ourt,  Iwird,  hU  iriiii«r,  Ml. 

VraiMi.  IW.  tH\.  fm.  mi.  0^1.  7M. 

<-^,  IndlMTlmlnXM,  ^i1/.    KftaKff«fatiNl.  Ml, 

Nftd  flAlturv.  diffnrmini  l)rtw«f«ti,  4ltl. 
Vrafff,  77A.  SUA.  '/Ml.  Mn,  9fa.  7U.  70X 
.    ...  lh«  tliMfh  fif  ('omnifin,  70'i, 
>— ,  «  rorm  or,  JohnMiti'i  nrfiimmti  for,  891. 762. 
•— ,  Jtrtiftioti'i.  mt  thu  ilpiith  of  hU  wife,  7ft> 
..•...,  uii|»ulilUlifMl.  l7At),  M'n. 
I'rMyori,  iiihntmi  •  rUiiinigitUm  of,  7M. 
"  rrnynrt  and  MmlU«(lrm«/'  J.'».,  17.  iA. 02. 79. HI.  ^.09.100. 

1 10  1 14.  III.  IWI.  lOA.  107,  im.  1N7.  IM.  213.  22A.  342,  243.  2.M. 

un.1.  2«}A.  Uf».  410.  4'iO.  4rV0.  A02.  A23.  ASfi.  A07.  602.  626.  650. 

OM.  0»A  Mi.  OON.  702,  704.  710,  7M).  7V2.  7i)0,  HOC.  803. 
..~,  not  iMtnmliMl  bv  him  for  publication,  702.  803. 
t'ri*Ni'liflrt,  Wftmi^i  IA7. 

Vri«it(<lilitg  «Iniv«i  thn  rapacUy  of  th«  congrpgailOD,  719. 
"  I'rpnMitor,"  DiHlilfjr'ii.  AU. 
|*rii<»i  liy  In  phlUlrwn,  460. 
t*ri*ilii«ilnailiMi,  210, 
t'rnjiMtli'fi.  7t:i.     Johninn*!,   4M.      Agalnit   Scotland  and 

Hi'oiihmpn.  M.  INM).  .102.  43l.4:i2.  713. 
1*r(«niluin  ii'ltPin*  In  Dublin  Ihilvorilty,  107. 
Vri«niliMirAtt,  NIr  Thomai.  nrfkunUmant  of  hli  daath,  941. 
l*ii«klivli'rUna.  2O0  mi7.  8(m.  8U0. 
iViu.  iiMK'p  «f  llm  Dflljr,  5t»4. 
l*rra«il|»lliMi  nr  inunlpr  In  Bcotland.  970. 991. 
rn>M«n(liM#nl  u(  ilwNlh,  241. 

Vtpttt  ■ii|i«rlViUtion  nf,  nrcJudlrlAl  to  liti^ralura,  606. 
t*ii«(Mn(lt«r,lhii,42.  M.  tW.  147.  ms.  931.  .161.  401. 4&&.  466. 610. 

lloawHI*!  acTtnint  of  thi*  rvoapr  of,  326.—  331. 
..  .,  btaiory  uf,  }uo|MM«d  tu  Sir  W.  Scott,  401. 
rilit\  An*luli«a«Hm,  424. 

-,  \>r.  HU  h4nl.  T.W.  « 

1*1  lt*«llr\ ,  Dr  Jiv«<»|th.  A*UI.  aoi.  788. 804.    J.*t  Opinion  of,  918. 
)Mnum«k,  D«milh«Hk,  I.iMljr,  331. 
IVhus*  or  \Vftl«>«.  hU  •ItutitUtn,  TI8 
•«,  iihi>iwiiinli  UiHtryit  |V.,  |m7. 
••ISnuH.  rui."hUt««rvof.  4<ii. 
Vilui  i|«li*.  IM,    mntMpIr*.  (\nuUm(«nUl,  446. 
••  Vuu.H«lf»«  of  1V»lUr»M'»«/'  luuliry  All. 
rnitiilo.  Mr  J«4m),M1.«M.33I.3:»>.3(>7.  407.499. MS. 6S3. 578. 

Vt<iu«t\c  biHHi'.  Viiyil't  dttcHplloa  of  tht 

r»».H.  M*Hhi»»,  261.  »1  AAJk  «M.  64«. 

,  J,^^n««M^•  rxirartrxIbMirt  dt-ir-'C*  <»t  ASS, 

.^  1(1^  v%(  (;<>K1«mHh,  HiV  Ul.  ^VV  ^7.  249.  "fM. 
mUn|«I% th«  <\1UvM-*>  rt>)rT*tK>4)  iM  iiMklK-Atv  <rxprT«uoa«.l76. 

t>u.rwit>t.  >|r«..  tho  aotrv^s,  «l.  ttt.  tC«.  9M  447. 
V  >vr»*t»»uu.>«  tvt. 

r  •     N'«t  *   A.  -..M  ^>*\  r«*  Msx 

!^\  ,^     »:.v-<  »A.  '"txTv  fist.  •ft*V 

T^M  V  .  w   *  r»i  \v>  W",  "M. 

^    .-  »*.   V'  >     'f 

r^^  -V  k  K.i^  ,>..  >^)K  «a^    Km  vr*s*«v  :«c    Jlw*a»  «<, 

*      ^: 
TV.  •  i-'it-^  O**— c*  t:!t  «•*  *y.  TI^'M. 
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Into  hell 


INiniih— 1.  tfmtitf 

riBm,24»  296L6rA.; 
Pomll.  444. 
Pnrffllorr,  77-  «• 
FarpoMv,  gond,  tW 
Tjm,  Jolm,  IB, 
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.,  187. 497. 
QoafTel*.  AA6. 
**  Quartrrif  Eeview."  Bfiw'i  trial  trcMed  la,  105. 

of  Horaea  Walpolr's  Mcmoira,  7G8. 

Qcwm't  Atna  Club,  not  patrioU^  92. 

QuecnaboiT.  Diike  of,  4A3.    Dodbeas  of,  47S. 

Querny  (Bliai  Thnle).  42L 

Qaeatioolof.  not  the  mode  of  convanatioii,  493.  WS. 

Qttln.  the  ador,  483.  533.  584. 

•*  Qmo$  Dnu  vmU  perdere,**  *c.,  wbanea  taken.  714. 

Qootatkn,  687. 

**  Quotidian  expenaci,"  385. 

Rahutin,  Baasj.  279. 

Rarlna.  65. 372. 

Rackttrow.  Colonel  of  the  trained  baoda,  709. 

Haddiflb.  Dr.,  89. 

^— ,  imall  tiicceas  of  hia  traTelling  fidloarahipe,  Ti3u 

Ridapouu,  683. 

Rmlelgh.  Sir  Walter,  79.  998. 

Ralph,  Nr.  Jamet,  51.  673. 

,  Mcretarjr  to  Frederick  Prince  of  Walee.  461. 

**  Rambler,"  the,  69,  63.  65.  67.    Reasont  for 

Prayer  on  commencing.  69.    CaTe**  letter.  6X 
— .  remarks  on,  67.  71.  83. 508. 707.  727. 
— i—,  trantlatlons  of  the  mottoa  to,  71. 
i— ,  translation  Into  lulian,  638. 

,  said  to  be  translated  Into  Rosilao,  755.  A 

*•  Ramit:*  the,  837. 

Ramiar,  Allan.  S59.  394.395.    ••  Gentle  Shepherd.* 

— .  Allan.  Junior,  306.  579, 86a  608. 6I6L  617.  CMl 

— ,  Colonel.  83. 

Ranby.  John.  **  Doubts  on  Slave  Trade  Aboltttaa.* 

**  Random  Records,**  (Colnan'a),  511. 

Ranelagh,  936.  561. 

Rank,  lu  Imimrtance  in  society,  151. 176. 18BL 

Rann.  Mr.,  639. 

Raphael.  50. 

Ra^y.  lile  oC  316, 317,  318. 319. 390. 407.  «H 

,  John  Macleod.  Laird  of.  317.  3M.  XiT.  •  « 

-—^  his  letter  to  Bosvell.  on  Joh'i*aa'«  "  i  «^ 

.  Johnson's  and  BosweU*s  \Httr%  ia,  ex. 

.  Lady.  317.    Miss  Florm.  321.  SO. 

**  Rascal,*'^  Johaton'a  uae  of  the  var4.  <«« 
**Rasselas.**99.114,  ]15,1I6l  !!«.  1««  «a  ^."T 

in  one  week.  115.  TransUtcd  im.> 
Raldiflb.  Dr.,  Master  of  IVmbrvtk*'. 
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of.  450.    Snatrhe*  «i  <*\. 
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123. 
903. 
863. 
.531. 
630. 
747. 


Retpeet  not  to  be  p«Id  to  an  adTsnarr.  279. 

**  Retpublietg,"  the  little  Tolomet  entitled,  511. 

Rnurrectton,  1S9.  684.  7S9. 

**  Resurrection,"  The.  a  poem,  122. 

Retired  tradesmen,  443. 

Retiremetit  from  the  world,  283. 

Retort,  Johntoo't  dexterity  in,  719i 

Rerlewen.  roeannett  of  recuminfi  thankt  to,  673. 

Rerlewt,  729.    Monthly  and  Critical,  604.  MS. 

Revolution  of  1688,  3».  332.  714. 

Reynolds.  Sir  Joshua,  41,  43L  SO.  63.  73.  79.  96.  113. 

12ft.  136,  197.   118.  141.  161.  163,  164.   171.  IH.  186. 

205.  312.  226.  253.  257.  269.  273.  296.  298.  305.  338. 

42S.  431  445.  452.  '479,  480.  496.   502.  507,   508.  519. 

513.  573.  683.  697.  600.  GOl.  603.  607,  60H.  610.  Gil 

G33.  624.  639.  642.  696.  678.  683.  68&  733.  743.  74G, 

756.  757.  768.  787.  7M8.  806. 
.  Johnson's  **  dmlce  dteut**  79.     His  prices  for  portraits, 

1 13.    His  Tisit  to  Devonshire  with  Johnson,  197. 
Johnson's  letters  to.  166.  224.  226.  619.  523.  697.  711. 

716.  724.  731.  73a  746.  787. 

,  Bosvell's  letter  to.  747. 

-^— ,  style  and  economy  of  bis  table,  519. 

,  two  dialogues  by.  in  imitation  of  Johnson's.  601 . 

,  hi*  **  Discourses  to  the  Royal  Academy,"  631.  770. 

,  Miss.  43.  113.  139.   161.  166.  385.  4M.  465.   467.  480. 

509.  519.  567.  677.  594.  642.  644.  649.  691.  697. 
— ,  her  character,  by  J.,  139.    Her  letter  to  J.,  519. 
,  Johnson's  letters  to.  139.  161.  224.  236.  505.  619.  623. 

633.  G39.  649.  697.  706.  741.  744.  753.  757. 

,  her  **  Essay  on  Taste,"  697.    Her  poem,  649.  834. 

,  her  "Recollections  *'  of  Hr.  Johnson.  550.  091.  830. 

Rhetorical  gesture,  Johnson's  ridicule  of,  111. 

Hheumatlsro,  Johnson's  recipe  for,  451. 

Rhubarb,  749. 

Rhudlan  Castle,  419. 

Rhvme.  its  excellence  over  blank  Terse,  146.  668. 

Rich,  Miss,  442. 

Richardson,  Samuel,  36.  42.  63.  G5.  73.  79.  83.  95.  100. 113. 

\%\  )39.  140,  141.  181.  190.   218.   238.  402.  55G.  602.  C44. 

655.  6G3.  830. 
— ^,  Johnson's  resource  in  peciraiary  distress.  100. 
^^'  writes  a  paper  in  the  '*  Rambler,"  63-    Johnson's  cha- 
racter of,  68.  78.  238.  402.    Letters  to.  73.  83.  95.  100. 
'—  compared  with  Fielding.  190. 

,  limited  conversation a1  powers,  6G3. 

,  Martha.  (Mrs.  Brigdeii),  125. 

,  Jonathan  the  elder  and  the  younger,  36. 

— ^,  Mr.,  an  attorney.  68. 

Riches,  150.  330.  235.  299.  714.  782.    Influence  of,  299. 

Kiddoch.  Mr.,  291.  293.  394. 

Ridicule,  the  great  use  of,  626.  659. 

Ridley.  Bishop,  210. 

Riggs.  Mrs..  443. 

Rt«ht,  natural,  473. 

Ring,  Johnson's  wedding,  76.  163. 

Riot,  Johnson  leads  one,  771. 

Riou  of  1780. 647.  G51.    Johnson's  account  of,  647. 

Ritson's  songs,  353. 

Hitter.  Joseph.  209.  280.  470. 

Rivers.  Earl  of.  50.  53. 

Rizslo.  David,  276. 

Roberts,  Miss,  111. 

.  J.,  printer,  50. 

Robertson,  Dr.  James,  276. 

,  Dr.  William,  the  historian.  103.  182.  191.  194.  830. 

344.  VA.  367.  278.  275.  276.   302.  394.  399.  401,  403.  412. 

552.  G08,  609.  61 1 .  636.  680.  770.    Note  to  BoaweU,  273. 

,  his  shrle  imitated  ttom  Johnson.  552.  796. 

,  liis  Hittory  of  Scotland,  191.  GOU. 

.  Mr..  299. 

Robin  Hood  Society,  684. 
Robinson.  Mr.,  sen.,  79. 

Crusoe,  585. 

— «,  Archbishop,  220. 

,  iiir  Thomas.  148. 

Rochester,  Lord.  280. 

KociiinKharo.  Ladf,  83. 

Kockviile,  Alexander  Gordon^  Lord,  ISO, 

Rod,  punishment  of  the,  8.  395. 

Rodney.  Admiral  I.ord,  465. 

Roffette,  Abbe.  468. 

Rogers.  Captain  Francis,  127. 

,  Rev.  Mr..  801. 

Rokebv,  Mathew,  second  Lord.  118. 148.  230. 

Rolt.  Richard.  "Dictionary  of  Trade  and  Commerce."  121. 

Roman  Catholics.  Johnson's  charitable  opinion  of,  76.  209, 

21 C.  229.  637. 

Catholic  religion,  286.  499.  760. 

Romances,  659.    Johnson's  love  of,  9. 

650. 
Romans,  character  of  the  ancient.  104. 
Home,  the  fountain  of  elegance,  608. 
Roroory,  the  painter,  508. 
Rorie,  or  Roderick  More.  334. 
Roscommon.  Johnson's  Liie  of,  59. 
Rose.  Dr..  79. 737.    Repartee  on  Johnson's  pension,  713. 


220. 

His  poems.  280.  325. 559. 
Marquis  of.  177. 

160.  401. 


402. 


Reasons  for  reading. 


Hose,  Mrs.,  her  anecdotes  of  Jobnaoii,  836. 

— — ,  Sir  George,  83. 

Koslin  Castie.  404. 

Ross.  BUhop  of.  764.    Thane  of.  657. 

Rosses,  the,  809. 

Rosslyn,  Earl,  Professor,  292.    See  Loughborough. 

Rothes,  Lady.  Langton's  wife,  222.  225.  227.  241.  538.  697. 

,  Ladies,  222. 

— — ,  family,  284. 

RouDd.robin  on  Goldsmith's  epitaph,  620.  521. 

Rous,  Frands,  Speaker,  18. 

Rousseau.  150. 175. 176.  760.   Johnson's  opinion  of,  175.  His 

•*  Profession  de  Foi,'*  and  "  CoofeMions,"  176. 
Rowe,  (the  poet),  72.    Mrs.,  106. 
Rowley,  Thomas,  510. 
Royal  Academy  institated,  197. 

familT,  858.  646. 

Royston.  Lord,  121. 

Rudd.  Margaret  Caroline,  484.  518.  607. 

Ruddlman,^homas.  66.  179.  251.  287.  335.  623. 

Rudeness,  J.'s  occasional,  893. 628.  658. 663.  670. 685.  691. 

RuflThead's  Life  of  Pope,  235. 

Ruins.  arUflcial.  424. 

"  Rumble,"  Hayley's  character  of  Johnson,  774. 

Runic  inscription,  47. 

Runu,  6la 

Russell,  Lord,  249.  588. 

,  Dr..  his  "  Aleppo,"  714. 

Russia.  Catherine  Empress  of,  622.    Orders  a  translation  of 

the  "  Rambler,"  755.    A  misUke.  755. 
Rutty.  Dr.  John,  extracts  from  his  "  Spiritual  Diary,"  551. 
Rylaad,  Mr.,  58. 78. 79. 785. 842.  844. 

Sabbath,  the.  Johnson's  opinions  concerning,  99.  199.  260. 

285.  377.  456.  601. 
Sacheverel,  Hr.,  6.    "  History  of  the  Isle  of  Man."  382. 
Sacrament.  301.    Impropriety  of  sitting  at.  637. 
Sagacity  and  intuition,  difference  between.  775. 
Sailor's  life.  J.'s  aversion,  117.  306.  349.  -180.  585. 
-^.  English,  403.  58.V 
St.  Alban's,  Duke,  80. 

Andrew's,  city  of,  283.    Its  library,  281.    Ruins  of  its 

cathedral,  540.    lU  university,  640. 

»—  Asaph,  Bishop  of.    See  Shipley. 

Bruno,  465. 

Columba.  3S1.  883. 

Helens,  AUcyne  Fitsherbert,  Lord,  20. 

Hydnthe,  461. 

—  Julien,  M.de.  461. 

Kilda,  191.  238.  801 .  842. 860. 

Louis.  465. 

•^-*  Quintln,  Catherine,  Counteu  of  Egllntoune,  896. 
— .  Rule's  Chapel.  283. 

Vitus's  dance,  described  by  Sydenham,  42.  269. 

Saints,  worship  of,  210. 

Salamanca,  University  of,  165. 

Sale,  Mr.,  his  share  in  the  Universal  History,  794. 

Salisbury,  Bishop  of.    See  Douglas. 

Cathedral,  741. 

Sallust,  420.    Spanish  translation  of,  722. 

Salter,  Rer  Dr.,  56.  68. 

Salusbury,  Mrs.,  261.  266.  457. 458.  610. 

,  Miss,  afterwards  Mrs.  Thrale.  17a 

Sanderson,  Bishop.  69.  210. 803. 842. 

— — .  Professor,  242. 

"  Sandford,  your  mother's  son  is  welcome,"  365. 

Sandhills,  371. 

Sandwich,  John,  sixth  Earl  of.  628. 

Sandys,  Mr..  45.  362.    Lord,  423,  424. 

Sanquhar,  Lord,  297. 

Santerre,  the  Parisian  brewer,  4G4. 

Saratoga,  surrender  of  the  British  army  at,  617  > 

Sardinia,  202. 

Sarpedon,  Lord  Enrol  like,  296. 

Sarpl,  Father  Paul,  his  "  History  of  the  Council  of  Trent," 

29.  38, 89.    His  Life  by  Johnson,  40.    See  Paul. 
Sastres,  Mr.,  the  Italian  master,  501.  802. 
Saunderson.  Nicholas.  24Z 
Savage,  Richard.  35.  49,  60.  52. 53. 84. 798. 
— ,  Johnson's  Life  of.  47.  49.  60, 51.  285. 
,  inquiry  as  to  his  birth,   51.      His  tragedy  of    **  Sir 

Thomas  Overburr."  533.    His  "  Wanderer  "  quoted,  760. 
Savage  girl,  299.    Life,  200.  255. 
Savages.  200.  234,  255.  261.  289.  290  510,  611. 728.  706. 
Savings,  trifling,  507. 

Sawbrldge,  Catherine,  afterwards  Mrs  Macaulay,  78. 
Scaliger,  468. 
Scalpa.  island  of.  816. 
Scarsdale,  Lord,  and  Keddlestone,  416. 
Scepticism,  278.    Eleven  causes  of,  792. 
Schomberg,  Dr.  Ralph,  the  Jew  physician,  490. 
Schoolmasters.  8.  25. 226,  327.  237.  241.  Right  to  punish.  281. 
Schools,  public,  291.  400.  496.  666. 
Science,  books  of,  808. 
Scolding,  a  specimen  of  Johnson's,  6G2. 
Score,  in  music,  meaning  of,  439. 
Scorpions,  Inquiry  concerning,  191. 
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Scotrh,  John«nn*«  fMinn  townrdf.  145.   191.   301.917.  m. 

2H.  2.yi.  77f,.  '2^'y.  *i"H .  3Vf.  3«.  432.  4.34.  4-^1.  4W.  ftTO.  b». 

6.V).  MS   CMT.  r/j6.  713.  7\'J. 
aecitnt  orrrcoiae  hj  porM?T«»ninc<»,  231. 

—  clrr^jr,  350.     Hifrhland(>r,  4^13.     Imi>tirl<>nce,  433. 

— ^,  conj«Ttarei  m  to  tbe  origia  of  JohiiAon's  antipalbj  to, 

H.  431.  713. 127. 
■^i^,  learning:  of  the,  452. 
— -,  caiiK*  of  their  cucri*(i  In  London,  719. 
-^  1^1  rdi,  Johnton'i  notion  of  tbe  dignity  of,  139. 
-— ,  Jealoutj  of  thp,  432. 

,  nationality  of  the,  2.y>.  432.  433.  439.  499.  720. 

Scotland.  epiMopal  rhiirrh  of,  0^3. 

— ^,  pefr*  of.  thi'lr  Intcrfprenra  io  electlont ,  744. 

Scott,  Manr,  Queen  of,  IK'.  276. 

Stoti,  .Sir  WaliiT,  notpf  on  "  Totir  in  th#»  HebridM,"  by,  227, 

231.  2f.4.  270.  272.  275.  'm,  2H0,  2M1,  W'2,  W3.  28*,  2H5,  2Hti. 

'Mfl  mo.  301,302,  »I3.  3<r7.  3011.  313.314.  316,  317.  SIX,  3  9. 

321.  32*;.  340.  841.  342.  345,  346^  347.  351. 3S9.  389.  361.  371. 

400.  410. 
-~—  adopt*  rdltor't  relectlon  of  indelicate  exprestioni,  176. 
-^,  H  hi^lorr  of  the  Fretonder  titftf^pttrd  to  nim,  401. 
— ,  Oporgo  L<*wii,  fiib-prcceptor  to  G«*of|fe  III.,  €0. 

,  John,  of  Amwell,  443.     Ilii  *'  E\^\n,"  448. 

— — ,  Dr.,  Artcrwnrdi  Sir  William  and  Lord  Stowell,  37.  90. 

117.  ]f>7.  210.  223.  2f.8.  270,  271.  277.  280.  3iy.  425.  458.  483. 

583.  68.').  r>(iO.  Girt.  tA%.  G84. 
.  his  ch.iracter  of  Boiwell,  230.    Hb  account  of  Mr. 

CouUon,  425. 
Scoundrt'l.  a  favourite  word  of  Johnton'*,  494. 

and  blockhead,  applied  to  women,  486. 

.Scoundrelitm,  "  a  sood  itm"  29^. 

Scrimshaw,  a  relation  of  Juhnton'i,  311. 

Scripture  phratei,  249. 

Scriprurei,  Inipiration  of  our  copies  questioned,  178.    Pro- 

poMl  for  an  Brie  tranilatfon  of,  181, 182. 
Scrofula,  Johnton  afllicted  with,  7. 

—  frequently  attended  1^  morbid  melanehoir,  7. 
Scruplei,  prayer  acaln»t,  799.  Unnecctaary,  283. 
Scuderi,  Mademoiielle,  442. 

Seaforth,  Lord,  309. 

Sea  lif0,  Johnton't  avenlon  to,  64.  849. 480. 

Seal,  Johnaon'i,  320. 

Sea«oni,  Influence  of,  265. 

Sci-krr,  Archbishop,  8.  919.     Johnion*!  prejudice  agalait, 

663.    Porteut'i  Life  of,  663. 
S<*cond  piffht,  35.  175.  228  315.  317.  341.  376.  400.  405.  487. 
Scdiey,  Sir  C.,  and  daughter,  Countett  of  Dorcbetter,  278. 
Seduction,  615. 

Seed,  Ker.  Jeremiah,  hU  **  Sermoni,"  679. 
SelMmportance,  b^2.    Prai«e,  G05. 
Selden's  *•  Table  Talk  *'  quoted,  sn.  710. 
SetUtte,  queries  on  the,  461. 
Selwyn,  George,  629. 

'*  Semei  intanivimua  omtui"  ^c,  whence  taken,  718. 
Seneca,  836.  367.  468. 
"  Smfctus,**  use  of  the  word,  618. 
Sensibility.  Johnson's,  720. 
Sensual  intercourse,  57H.  G12. 
"  Sentimental  Journey,'*  Steme't,  604. 
**  Serious  Call,"  Law's,  15.  21K. 
Sermons,  the  best  Enirlish,  for  style,  570. 
^^,  collections  of,  <»hH. 
— ,  Johnsan's,  107.  2^5.  555.  603. 

,  JoJMuon's  advice  on  the  composition  of,  C52. 

"  Serotinus,*'  68. 

Servants,  male  and  female,  851. 

Serrlcc'.  180. 

Settli*,  Rlkanah.  the  dty  poet,  517. 

Set-r  China,  549. 

Si'verily,  480. 

Sovignc,  Madame  de.  22.  186.  611. 

Seward,  Uev.  Mr.,  19.  4ri|.  545. 

,  Anna,  4,  5.  6,  7.  20.  'n.  24.  76.  180.  239.  374.  415.  491. 

577.  Wl.  5KI  ««.  774.    Ode  on  de.itJ>  of  (.'ook.  773. 
— ^  NVilliam.  2(iO,  201.  424.  425.  .VW,  534>.  639.  G43.  784. 
'    ■,  antxxiotes  of  distingnished  persons,  767. 
Sexes,  inrquAllty  of  the,  5^2. 

,  soniu.-il  intercourse  between,  618. 

Sforta,  Liuiorlco.  3A*>. 

Shakspeare,  M,  iS.  71  83  86.  111.  111.  125.  137.  144.  168. 
171,  172.  173.  177.  304.  205,  206,  907.  297.  303.  309.  353. 
385.  512.  627.  OGi.  NJG  sjH. 

orthographv  of  his  name.  3^3. 

J.'setlition'of.  M.  107.  110.  Ii5.  164.  171,  171.  246. 

his  witihes,  627. 

Johnson's  opinion  of  his  learning,  659,  660. 

John»on'»  hn«'s  on,  WI. 

c\mi|Mred  with  Conerrre,  2f>S.  2J7. 

hi*  picture  of  man,  tTT"*. 

••  MiKicri  rhAractrrs"  from,  581. 
Shame  and  ct»nfciirnce  cf»Ttr»rtr«d.  *03 
Sharp,  \rchhi»h<"»p,  h>s  murder  and  monument,  2S4. 

,  Samncl.  74    121.     Hi»  "  letters  on  Itali."  .MS. 

.Dr.  John.  65.  167.    .\ccouut  of  Johnson's  Ttsit  to  Can- 

bndif,  IR7. 
.  Mr.  WUltam.Jun.,  Johnsoo*t  letter  to,  536. 


Sharpe,  Rer.  Dr.  Creitnry,  2S0t 

ShaTjnjf,  v.iriette4  In.  M*. 

Shaw.  ('uth>>rrt,  t.i*  poem  of  "The  Raep,"  in. 

— ^,  Willi.-im,  works  on  tbe  Erae  Langoagv,  AW.  5B.  'JB. 

His  pamphlet  on  0»s>ao,  745. 
^— ,  rrofetisor.  2^*%  2»»G. 

Shawe.  Colonel  .Meyrtck.  oo  tbe  Ir4«ta  and  Trie.  SI. 
Shebbeare,  Dr.,  68.  I<j5.  fiOt.  GtO.  729.    His  Icttrrs  u^aHa 

name  of  **  BattisU  Angekisii,"  691. 
Sheep's  head,  384. 
Sheffield,  Lord,  229. 
Shelbume,  Earl  of.  (Lord  Lansdowoe,) 232.  Snit.  vr.. >4  •'41 

7 1 5.  721 .    GoHsmi:h's  bl«inacring  sptccti  to,  7i(. 
ShHvock,  Mr.,  794. 
hiit-n stone,  Wi.liam.  3S6.  305.  4M.  485.  40ft.     Rtt  rton. 

73:t.    Favourite  stania  of,  703. 
Sheridan.  Rirhard  Brinsley.  121. 181.181  lOS.  317.  447.01 

.'^21.  :t'j9.  532.  573. 

—  .prologue  to   **  Sir  Tboaai  Orerborr;"   amf  ttk 
to  J.  on  hfs  Dietionary ;  proposed  br  J.  for  tb#  r  .: 
mcdititcd  answer  to  J.'s  **  Taxation  no  I'yramj,"  V; 

,  Thomas,  51.  62.  121.  126.  l'J7.  131, 132.  134. 154. 1»^  .i 

207.  219.  23a  247.  204.  487   447.  4»4.  532.  &i^  72i  7^ 
,  Johnson's  deacrlptioo  of  his  conversatioo.  151 

—  irrecoaclleable  dMKerenoe  between  Jahns«oaod,  Ul. 

—  Johnson's  character  of.  713.  732. 
his  "  Lectures  00  Oraiorr,"  732. 

his  medal  to  the  author  of  **  Douftaa,"  3P8.  417. 

— — ,  Mrs.  (FVancea  Chamberlalne).  someaer»':'^af.  j'i'* 

her  novels,  **  Sydney  BMdulph"  and  **  Nom^bad."  1^.  .& 

Mrs.  K.  B.,  (Miss  Liolcy),  458.  707. 

,  Charles,  his  "  Revolotloo  in  Sweden,**  991. 

Sherlock's  Sermons,  579. 

— ,  the  Rev.  Martin,  l»is  tnvels,  770. 

**  She  Stoops  to  Conquer,"  Goldamitb's,  OCT,  248^  »•.  41. 

2.V3.  257. 
Shields,  Mr.  Robert.  57.  304.  806.  888. 
"  Ship  of  Fools."  91. 
Shipley,  Bishop.  410.  480.  44b.  400.  SOI.  519.  SJi.m.¥k 

647.  679.  683.  748. 

^.Dcan,  141. 

Shoe-buckles,  209. 

Shoi^ceepers  of  London,  909,  SSOi 

Shore,  Jane,  '2n. 

Short>hand,  253.  586.  713. 

Siam.  the  King  of,  609. 

Sibbald,  Sir  Robert,  572. 

Sick,  duty  of  tellinf  tmlta  to  tbe,  TOO. 

chamber,  737. 

Siddons,  Mrs.,  her  visit  to  Johnaon,  741. 
Sidney,  Sir  Philip.  215.    Arcadia  quoted.  538. 
— ,  Algernon,  249 
Si«'ge  of  Aleppo,  583. 
Sight,  Johnson's  defective,  100.  03& 
Silence,  Johnson's  occasiooal,  287. 
Simpson,  Joseph,  117.  168.  503. 
-^,  Thomas,  the  engineer,  119. 

,  Rev.  Mr.,  79.  618. 

Sin,  original,  292.  694. 
Sinclair,  Sir  John,  700. 

.  Mr.,  stubbed  by  Savafe,  85. 

Singularity,  200. 

Sins.  237. 

••  Sisters,"  The,  a  comedr.  657. 

"  Sixteen-strlng  Jack,"  biH. 

Skefjgs.  Mr,  plays  00  a 

.Skene,  Sir  John,  640. 

Skie,  Isle  of,  812. 

,  Johnson's  ode  on,  318. 

Slain's  CaMle,  '£fS. 

Slater,  Mr.,  the  drug^tist.,  5|5. 

Slave-trade,  Johnson's  abhorrence  of. 

Sleep.  :>50. 

Sm.-«lbroke.  Dr  ,  his  **  Sermons,**  88. 

Small  debts,  117. 

SiiiAlridge.  Dr..  his  serranos.  579. 

SniArt,  Christopher.  i:>.  &V  Ua  185.  14 

Smelt.  Ix^Miara,  K»q  .  *'>45. 

Smith.  Rev.  Edward,  b>s  vera 

,  Dr.  Adam.  16.  140.  :^j».  iTl.  3M.  «  ■»    J*  •* 

.  his    ••  Wealth  of  Sail  mu,'     <?•      »t  *  bWV* 

Jotin*on.  31*3.  G"s   f»'.|.  «Ci     Ui*  ie-CTf  iiw«  ft**" 

Garrick's  o;>iui«jo  of,  out 

,  I^v.  G.l.». 

——,  C«pUin,  ol9. 

,  Mr..  ,N6«. 

Smith <>on.  Sir  H'tgk,  21flL 

Smokiug,  106,  S**;:. 

Smoi:,-t:.  Dr..  I  i*.  ISJ  112.  396.  OSL    l^Mi  *»  •''*• 

Epitaph  corrrctwl.  312. 
— — ,  t\>ir.mi»»jirj.  ?fjl. 
Soci.nbihtj.  Jvhi;«o:.'..  798. 
SiX'i.'tj .  M4.     Oar  vluf.r>  e.x  ITV  9K. 
-^—  rnili»4>d.  ciis;>''cc»  oi.  I  '•*    .*       -^  •Tk 
Socr.«le*,  i-vN.     Le.«,rctf«l  t  *  .^aarr    "*  _  ^^ 

••  S^>i<i'nfn  mtsc^  trrtrt,"  *'     .  .-Twr 
Sulauder,  Dr^  ££.  rf.  £f«  STv  ^j>  << 
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Dake  of,  220. 


Soldiers.  111.  307.  497.  68.^ 
"  Soldier*!  letter,"  47.  111. 
SoUtude,  188.  736. 

,  reasoDt  againit,  786. 

Solon,  468. 

Somerset,  Duchess  of,  \M. 

.Somerville,  Jttmpi,  thirtaenth  Lord,  670. 

Somiutmbulism,  Dr.  Bladilocke's,  S77. 

Sophron,  in  the  **  Rambler/'  68- 

Sorbonne,  464. 

Sorrow,  206.  284. 

Souls,  noUoD  oC  the  middle  Mats  of*  77. 

Sounds.  843. 

South,  Dr.,  his  sermoQa,  210.  679. 

Southwark,j>eople  of,  661. 

Southwell,  Robert,  stanzas  '*  Upon  the  Imaice  of  Death,  420. 

,  Thomas,  second  Lord,  78.  123. 213. 246. 663. 716. 

,  Lady,  Johnson's  letter  to,  668. 

,  Thomas  George,  third  Lord  and  first  Vitooont*  658. 

,  ThooBMS  Arthur,  sacoml  Viscount.  123. 246. 

,  Kdmund,  younger  iNroCfaer  of  second  Lord,  663. 

,  Edmand,  third.aon  of  ttaa  first  Lord,  246. 

,  the  Hon.  Misses  Frances  and  Lacy,  246. 646. 

.  Robert,  420. 

Spades,  344. 

Spain,  no  country  lest  known  than,  124. 189. 166. 

Spanish  pUys,  6S9. 

Speaking,  public,  443.    Johnoa's  qnaliflratlmn  for,  223. 

of  one  s  self,  606. 

■*  Spectator,"  the.  66.  249.  464.  604.  673.  662.  664.  670.684. 
"  Speculum  Humaiue  Saltatiomis**  464. 
Spells,  317. 

Spelman,  Sir  Henry,  on  the  fistaUty  attending  the  inherit- 
ance of  confiscated  church  property,  711. 

Spence,  Rav.  Joseph,  374.  67«.    His  **  Aneodotas,"  146.  643. 
657.  676. 

Spencer,  John  George.  Earl,  BOa  %iR.    Countess,  480. 
,  Edmnnd,  88. 90. 92. 

Spirits,  appearance  of,  116. 138. 228.  234.139.  241.  686. 
,  evil,  277. 

"  Spleen,"  the,  606. 

Sporus,  29. 

Spottiswoodc.  Mr.  John,  488.    «*  Of  that  ilk,"  606. 

Sprat,  his  style  characterised  by  Johns4m,  69. 

Spurs,  Johnson's,  317.  804.    Kelly's,  804. 

Squires,  the  Rer.  Mr.,  66. 

Stage,  the,  304. 

Stage  coaches,  758.  838. 

Stair,  the  Earl  of,  394. 

Stanhope,  Mr.,  Lord  Chesteifield'a  son,  88.  217.  680.  774. 

Earl,  48. 

Stanlpv,  Hans,  229. 

.  l)onourable  Mrs.,  461. 

Stanton,  Mr.,  the  player,  489, 490. 

Stan>an,  Temple,  his  account  of  Switierland,  617. 

Statliam,  the  RaT.  Mr.,  18.427. 

Statuary,  481. 

Suiinton,  Sir  George,  letter  to,  and  account  of,  124. 

Steele,  Sir  Richard,  53. 439. 484. 684.  HU  *"  Chrisdan  Hero.** 
484.    Addison's  conduct  towards,  671. 

,  Mr.  Joshua,  his  **  Prosodia  RatUmatu*'  439. 

Steevens.  George,  Esq.,  141.  192.  211. 213. 214.  246.  248.  411, 
412.  446.  456.  626.  669.  690.  616.  629.  666. 717. 764. 771. 808. 

— ,  Johnson's  letter  to,  411.  626. 

Stella,  Swift's,  471. 

Stdlas  inter  luna  rnktofts^  784. 

Stephani,  account  of  the,  665. 

Sterne,  238.  263. 664 .  689.    His  **  Tristram  Shandy,"  484. 

Stewt,  licensed,  500. 

Stick,  Johnson's,  joke  on  the  loss  of,  375. 

Stillingfleet,  Benjamin,  Esq.,  680. 

Stinton,  Dr.,  589.  663. 

Stirling,  corporation  of,  J.'s  argoncnt  in  favour  of.  466. 

Stockdale,  the  bookseller.  111. 

,  Rer.  Perceral,  213. 228. 769.  Hb  **  Remonstrance,**  213. 

Stonehcnge,  741. 

Stopford,  Genera],  the  Hon.  Bdwaxd,  466. 

Stories,  truth  essential  to,  479. 

Stourbridee  School,  Johnson's  connexion  with,  10. 
Stowell,  Lord.    See  Scott,  Dr. 

Strahan.  Rer.  Dr.  George,  76.  147.  168.  186.  289.  661.  753. 
792.  806. 

.  Johnson's  letters  to,  129, 130. 146.  161.  168.  661. 

—t  publishes  Johnson's  *'  Prayers  and  Maditatioma,"  75. 
792.    Obserrations  on  his  doing  so,  792. 808. 

,  William,  Esq.,  79.  63.  222.  264.  293.  393.  437,438,624, 

S2S.  582.  619.  647.  719. 

-.^  fpcommending  J.  to  be  brought  into  Parliament,  221 
— ,  difference  between  Johneon  and,  619.  626. 

— ,  Johnson's  letters  to,  687. 701. 

— — ,  Airs.,  66. 

.  William,  Esq.,  Junior,  687. 

Stratagem,  588. 

Strathnaver,  Lord,  381. 

Strcatham.  201 .  616.    Johnson's  Taladiction  to,  710. 

Strlchen,  Lord,  298. 

Strickland,  Mrs.,  465.  467. 833. 


Stuart  family.  119.  147. 262. 382.646. 

,  Mr.,  of  Duaeam,  kttis  Sir  W.  Boswell  in  a  diMl,  240. 

— ,  Hon.  William.  Archbishop  of  Armagh,  723. 

,  Hon.  Colonel  James,  634.  639.  641. 

,  Andrew,  '*  Letters  to  Lord  Mansfield,  266.494. 

,  Frauds  and  Mrs.,  sister,  64.  57.  641.  643. 748. 7ia  827. 

— >,  Rer.  James,  translator  of  the  Scriptures  intoEne,  182. 

,  Harriot,  Life  of,  by  Mrs.  Lenox,  83. 

.  Lady  Blarr,  daughter  of  Lord  Bute,  300. 

Study,  plan  of,  139.  147.  166.  156,  167. 162.  168.  m.966..691. 

616.  628.  637.  657. 660. 767. 
——^  Cumberland's  mode  of,  681. 
Style,  68,  69.  70. 71.  243.  682.  800.  666.  673. 811. 

,  Burrowes's  Essay  on  Johiuon's,  69. 

,  Addison's  and  Johnson's  compared,  71. 

— ,  Johnson's  character  of  Addiaoo'a,  71. 

,  Tarious  kinds  of,  243. 837. 

,  metaphorical  expression,  a  great  eouicUenoe  in,  652. 

— >,  of  writers  and  painters,  how  fkr  dlstingulshaMe,  680. 
Subordination,  663.  628.    Ncoesaary  to  faaunan  hmpiness, 

138.  151.  162.  176.  7hi.  266. 

,  impaired  in  England,  by  the  increase  of  money,  684. 

— — ,  in  society,  duty  of  maintaining,  440. 

Subscription  to  the  Thirty.nlne  Articles,  210. 229. 284. 

Succession,  472,  473. 

Suckling.  Shr  John,  hia  **  Aglanra,'*  a  play,  608. 

Suetonius,  691. 

••  Sugar  Cane,"  a  ponn,  486,486.  834. 

Suldde,  265.  281. 707.  733. 

SuUy,99. 

Sunday.  See  Sabbath. 

Sunderland,  Lord,  Johnson  inquires  for  a  life  of,  48. 

Sttperibtation  of  the  press,  prdudkial  to  Uteratore,  608. 

Superiors,  deference  to,  297. 

Superstitions,  166.  228. 

Supper,  a  tnmpUiie  to  bad,  680. 

Suspicion,  589. 

Sutherland,  Duke  of,  224. 

Swallows,  192. 

Swan,  Drn  40. 

Swearing  in  conversation,  286. 607. 

Swene's  stone,  301. 

Swift,  15.  28.  37.  67.  71,  72.  132.  164.  204.  269. 346. 847. 46a 

484.  512.    Johnson's  prc;}udice  against,  277. 
,  his  "  Tale  of  a  Tub,"  164. 243.  VI.  437.  His  '*  Conduct 

qf  the  Allies,"  195.    His  *'  GulUver's  Tnveis,"  487.    His 

•*  Journal,"  716. 
— — ,  Lord  Gower's  application  to,  37. 

,  Johnson's  opinion  of,  132.  \M.  195.  220.  243. 297. 437. 

,  Lord  Hailes's  opinion  of,  148. 

— .,  Johnson's  Life  of,  674. 

— -,  his  verses  on  his  own  death,  quoted  by  Jdmson  on  his 

death.bed,841. 
Swimming.  Johnson's  skUl  at.  624.  886. 
Swinfen,  Dr.,  4.  7.  12.  14.  570.  664.    Mrs.,  101. 
Swinton,  Rer.  Mr.,  authorship  of  the  Universal. History.  89. 
Sydenham,  Dr.,  293.    Description  of  St.  Vitns's  dnce,  42. 

269.    Johnson's  Life  of,  6. 46. 
Sydney,  Lady,  366. 

Sympathy,  491 .    With  others  in  distress,  206. 
**  Systime  de  la  Nature,"  278. 


Table,  sinking.  Invented  by  Lonis  XV.,  461. 

"  Table  Talk,"  Sclden's,  872. 719. 

Tacitus,  style  of,  242.  428. 

Talt,  Rev.  Mr.,  305. 

Talbot,  Mrs.  Catherine,  63L 

•*  Tale  of  a  Tub."   See  Swia. 

TalUker,  (Col.  Madeod),  317, 318.  386. 360. 352. 363. 

"  Talk  "  and  "  Conversation,"  J.'s  diattnction  between,  719. 

Talkers,  exuberant  public,  ridiculed,  2G0. 

Tallow-chandler,  story  of  one,  443. 

Tanning,  Johnson's  knowledge  of,  848. 

Tarieton,  68. 

Tasker,  Rev.  William,  a  craay  poet,  624.  714. 

Tasso,  his  Jerusalem,  427. 606. 

•— ,  Johnson's  dedication  of  Hoole*!  timnalatlannf,  180. 

Taste,  243.    Refinement  of,  776. 

Tavern,  the  chair  of  a,  486. 

Taverns,  486.  678. 

*«  Taxation  no  Tyranny."  439.  442.  669.  601.    fioppraaaed 

passages  in,  435. 
Taylor,  Jeremy,  69. 176. 760. 762.  806. 
,  Rev.  Dr.  John,  12, 13.  18.  20.  51.  66.  60.77.79.214,216. 

236.285.417.471.491.493.  50a  511.618.639,640.541.644. 

646, 547.  661. 666u  568. 664. 603.  632. 784. 762. 807.  809. 

,  his  sermons,  566.    Johnson's  kttcts  to,  77.  '784. 762. 

— — ',  Cheralier,  630. 

.  John,  Esq.,  23.  61. 

,  **  Demosthenes,"  a  silent  man,  603. 

Tea,  J.'s  defence  of  and  fondness  for,  IOSl  260.  668. 484. 

Te  weniente  die,  &c.,  106. 

Tea-pot,  Johnson  s.  106. 

Tedious  gentleman,  Johnson's  remark  to  a,  MS. 

"  Telemachus,"  Graham's,  139. 294. 628. 

**  Telemachus,"  (F&i61on's),  372.467. 
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Taiif»le,  Sir  Willbni.    His  itTle,  (B.  SML 

,  R«T.  Mr..  149. 1791 160.  436.    Chanwlcr  of  Gnf .  70S. 

Temptation,  blh. 

Tcnanu,  366.  370.  40. 

Terence,  490.  WO. 

Tettimonr,  7^7. 

Thalefl.  U. 

TbatchiDg,  KS. 

Theft  allowed  in  Spwti,  .194. 

Theobald,  Levis.  1 10.  MA. 

Thcocnttu,  his  charactn^  as  a  vriCcr,  656. 

■*  Theopfailns  Intulanus."  S4I. 

Thidinnie,  Philip.  Etq.,  hit  ••  TrmTels,*"  *T5. 

Thi«  fci,  attention  to  raiall,  731. 

Thirlbf.  Dr.  Sijao,  711. 

Thomas.  Mr.  Kathanicl.  MC 

.— ^  C'ol'jnel.  728. 

— ,  the  tvo  bbbops  of  that  name,  444. 

Thompson,  W.,  author  of  **  The  Man  in  the  Moon,**  409. 

Tbumsoo.  J..  1S4.  194.  453.  V^  VU).  &33.  b».  618.  670. 

,  Ber.  James,  his  case,  .M3.  «IG. 

Thornton,  Mrs.,  Georfe  II.'s  oompltment  to,  IS-^. 
-^,  Bonoell,  Esq.,  65.  6d.  M. 

,  hU  bariesque  **  Ode  M  SC  Cecilia's  Daf,**  143. 

,  Henrf,  Eso.,  654. 

Thoofhts,  perplexing.  Johnson's  prajer  against,  7(0. 

"  Thoo^U  in  Prlsoo.-  Dodd's,  fMk 

*■  Thoutrhts,  kc  on  the  Falkland  blands."    See  Falkland 

Islands. 
Tbrale,  Henrr,  Esq.,  60.76.  IM.  165.  1 69.  170.  197.  203.  22?. 
223,  224.  305.  3.'>9.  424.  429l  447.  46%.  4*Jl.  496.  MO,  501,  iOi, 
sax  M9,  530.  537.  632.  654.  677.  681.  GK7. 

,  Johnson's  introduction  into  the  famtlf  of.  169, 170.  fSH. 

,  his  design  of  bringinf  Johnson  into  Parliament,  2:i3L 

^  Johnson's  letters  to,  632. 

.  address  to  Southwark  decCon,  by  Johnsoo,  653. 

— — ,  his  reported  death,  529. 

his  death,  682.  708. 710. 

sale  of  his  brewery,  682.097. 

Mrs.    See  PiozxI.    Johnson's  opinion  ot,  834. 

Letters  to,  anecdotes  bjr,  ptuMtm. 

Johnson's  Latin  Ode  to,  314. 

veries  on  her  thirty-fifth  birthdaj,  471. 

HeniT,  Jan.,  death  of,  491.  495 

Mr.  John  and  Margaret,  his  »ife,  169. 

,  Miss,  (Lady  Keith),  415.  417. 423.  425. 

Threshing,  355. 

Thoanos,  468.    Johnson's  proposed  translation  of,  804. 

Tboctdidcs,  608. 

Tbttrlov,  Lord,  87. 717. 

.— ^  Bos  well's  letter  to,  on  J.'s  proposed  tonr  to  Italy,  772- 

,  Johnson's  letter  to,  781.    His  to  Johnson,  654.    To 

Eeynolds,  782.    To  Boswell.  775. 

,  opinion  on  the  liberty  of  the  pulpit,  513.  817. 

Thrnne,  Mr.,  his  murder,  191. 

Tillotson,  Archbishop,  69.    Style  of  his  sermons,  578. 

Time  and  space,  662. 

Timidity.  7CT. 

Tindal,  Or.,  forgery  of  his  will,  255. 

Titi,  history  of  Prince,  461 . 

Toasts,  663. 

Tobemorie.  371. 

Todd's  edition  of  Johnson's  dictionary,  9G,  97. 

Tolcher,  Alderman,  of  Plymouth,  \'J9. 

Toleration,  261 .  262.     Universal,  626.  658. 

••  Tom  Jones."  Fielding's.  238. 

Tomkesoo,  Mr.,  Johnson's  letter  to,  823w 

Tonson,  72.  79. 

Tooke,  Rer  John  Home,  562.  002.  613.  616. 

,  bis  **  Letter  to  Mr.  Dunning  on  the  Engltth  Particle," 

and  **  Diveri^ions  of  Parley,'*  616. 
Topham,  the  King  verstu,  (or  a  libel,  499. 
Toplady,  Rer.  Mr  .  260.  263. 
Tories,  252.  358.  606. 612.  687.  723. 
TorloUk,  Maclean  of.  433. 
Ton«,  M.,  506. 
Tory,  Johnson's  definition  of,  97. 

and  Whig,  Johnson's  dewriptfcm  of,  761. 

Torture  in  Holland,  159. 

Towers,  Dr.,  his  "  Letter**  to  J.,  436.    -  Bttay  oo  J.,"  6G7. 

Town-life,  553.  581. 

Townley.  Charles,  Esq.,  465.  U8. 

Town-malling,  188. 

Townshend,  Right  Hon.  Charles,  853. 495. 

,  Lord,  389. 

Townson,  Rer.  Dr.,  364. 

Trade,  207.  238. 343. 378.  478.    The  rage  of,  SU. 

Trades,  Johnson's  khowl^^lge  of,  348.  355. 

Tradesmen,  opulence  of,  378. 

—.retired, 216.    Unhapplncu of, 443L 

Tradeswomen,  616. 

Tradition,  286. 

Tragedy,  506.     A  strange  one.  576. 

Tragic  acting,  Johnson's  contempt  of,  S75.  556i> 

TranslaUon.  181.  506.  982. 

**  Transpire,"  definition  of  the  word,  613. 

Tnasttbstantlatlon,  286. 298. 
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Union,  Scotch,  276. 

^^  with  Ireland.  Johnson's  prrrhecy  as  to  tW  1 
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Urie,  Captain,  307. 

Urns,  JonnMMi's  dislike  to.  433.  ^35. 
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Vandyke,  SM. 

Vane,  Anne,  60l  878. 
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Vanity,  804. 
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*•  Vanity  of  Human  Wishes,"  80.  177.  STt. 
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.Mr.  Henry.  117. 
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— ,  the  Prince  oC  his  situation,  718. 

,  Frederick  Prince  of,  60.  66.  186. 

.  George  (afterwards  George  IV.),  187. 
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Waliiimley.  Mrs.,  490. 

V^almtley,  Gilbert,  Esq.,  19.  94.  27.  98.  64.  61.  147.  809. 
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lilt  ••  AnKler,"  415.    His  '*  Lives."  413, 414.  452.  4*0.  629. 
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Warm  r.  R.,  his  **  Tour  through  the  Northam  Coontias,' 
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War rrn.  Dr.,  800. 
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Watson,  Bishop,  his  "  Chemical  Essays,"  699. 786.     Would 

equalise  bishoprics,  and  why,  692. 

,  Mr.,  316. 

,  Dr.,  the  historian  of  Philip  II.,  989.  985,  286. 628. 

WatU.  Dr.,  106. 136.  536. 618. 622.    Johnson's  Life  of,  636. 

Way,  Daniel,  Esq.,  706.    Mrs.,  740. 

Wealth,  264.  478.  684.  696.    Right  employment  of,  716. 

Weather,  Infloenca  on  the  mind.  1 1 1. 146. 154.  786. 

Webster,  Rev.  Dr.  Alexander,  279.  400.  402.  411. 

Wedderbume,  Alexander.    See  Loughborough. 

Weddhig  ring,  Johnson's,  76. 

Welch,  Saunders,  Esq.,  138.  603.  667.  668.  636.  719. 

— — ,  Misses  Mary  (Mrs.  Nollekens)  and  Anne,  868. 

Wellealay.  Marquis,  263.  601. 610. 

Welsh  language.  431 . ;  and  parson,  493. 

Wentworth,  Mr.,  Johnson's  schoolmaster,  9,  10. 

Wesley,  Rev.  John,  mention  of  and  letters  to,  374.  436.  476. 

678. 696.  631 .  684.    His  ghost  story.  606.  631 . 

,  Charles,  696. 

West,  his  translation  of  **  Pindar,**  663. 

,  James,  Esq..  M.P.,  299. 

Westcote,Lord,aaerwards  third  Lord  Lytteltoo,  424.  660. 

Western  islands.    See  Hebrides. 

Westmoreland,  Earl  of,  117. 

Weston,  Sir  William,  31.  79. 

Wetharell,  Rev.  Dr..  449.  476.  483.  489. 

¥rharton.  Lord,  446. 

Wheeler,  Rev.  Dr.  Benjamin,  426.  621.  662.  737. 

**  Whig.'*  Johnson's  definition  of  a,  97. 606. 

.  a  Staffordshire,  606.    The  Devil,  the  first,  606. 

and  Tory.  692.  761 . 

'*  Whtggism.^  Johnson's  definition  of,  148.  916.  389.  488.  606. 

Whigs,  46.  262.  852.  386.  436.  688. 634.  732. 

— -  alter  the  fireplace,  89. 

Whlston,  127. 

Whitaker,  Rev.  James,  his  **  History  of  Manchester,"  609. 

Whitbread,  Samuel,  M.P.,  epigram  quoted  by,  344 

Whitby's  **  Commentary,'^  869. 

White  Knight,  877. 

¥rhiia.  Rev.  Dr.  Joseph,  947. 

— ,  Rev.  Henry,  791. 

->-,  Mr.,  factor  in  the  Calder  estate,  809. 

i^— ,  Mrs.,  Johnson's  servant,  801 . 

WhIteBeld,  Rer.  George.  18.  209.  274,  638. 

Whltefuord,  Caleb.  HO. 

Whitehead.  Paul,  85.  66.  86. 187. 801. 

,  William,  3.  36.  66.  137. 

Whiting.  Mrs.,  437. 

Whitgiit,  L  Walton's  eulogy  on.  689. 

**  Whole  Doty  of  Man."  the  author  of,  999. 

Whne.  Mr.  S.,  181.    Anecdotes  of  Johnson,  166. 487.  439. 

Wickedness,  387. 

Wickens.  Mr.,  anecdotes  of  Johnson  bj*  836. 

Wlfi^  Johnson's  advice  on  th» choice  of  a,  192.  311. 

Wight,  Mr.,  the  lawyer.  979. 

Wightman,  General,  309. 

Wigs,  316.  606.  837. 

Wilcox,  Mr.,  the  bookseller,  98. 

Wilkes.  John,  Esq.,  35.  98.  117   184.  176.  SOO.  906.  213.  273. 

825.  383.  425  444.  478.  613.  616, 617.  665.  863.  671.  606.  648. 

664.  670. 687. 688,  6H9. 732. 
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'^-'t  his/rsi  dCetjnit  on  Johnson's  Dictionary,  96. 
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.  Smollett's  letur  to,  respecting  Barber,  118. 

,  Israel,  Esq.,  832. 

Wilkinson,  the  Misses,  74. 

Wilks.  the  actor.  671. 

Will,  Johnson's,  601.    Burka's,  849. 

WilLmaking,  265. 

Willes,  Chief  Justice,  8. 688. 

WUIlam  the  Third.  Johnson's  cnaracter  of,  869.  444. 

—  the  Fourth,  Prince  William  Henry,  187. 

Williams,  Mr.  Zachariah,  99. 

,  Mrs.  Anna,  43.  74.  89.  101.  110.  118.  148.  168.  166.  181. 

194.  198.  908.  468.  470.  603.  609, 610.  614.  6M.  636.  687.  538. 

669.  620.  737. 73A,  730,  740. 
— ,  her  letter  to  Mrs.  Montaga,  489.    Her  death,  787. 738. 
— .,  Miss  Helen  Maria,  757. 
^.  Sir  Charles  Haubury,  96.  184.  367. 
Willis,  Dr.  Thomas,  373. 
WiloBot,  Chief  Justice,  8. 
Wilson.  Rev.  T.,  his  **  Archaoloflcal  Dictionary,"  711. 

.Mr.,  79. 

.  Fathar,  Air/i. 

Windham,  Riitht  Hon.  William.  18.  389.  489.  884.  6l6.  719. 

798.  724.  733.  765.  784.  786.  800. 

■  .,  his  hypochnudrlaclsm.  617   840. 
-^.  his  Journal  of  conversation  with  Johnson,  887..  and  of 

his  last  moments,  838. 
Wiodus's  "  Journey  to  Mequhies,**  490 
Wine,  290.  242.  243.  2M2.  336.  4^0.  607,  809.  651.  676.  678. 

679.  699.  606.  607.  609.  627. 
^~.  reason  and  times  of  J.'s  abstinence  f^oa,  29.  174.  699. 
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